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PREFACE TO FOURTH EDITION

: HE present book is a revised edition of The Indian
Amateur Gardener. It is divided into three
p sections : the Ornamental Garden, the Vegetable

Garden and the Fruit Garden, added to which
are chapters on Timber Trees, Soils and Manures, Propa-
gation, Garden Design, Flower Beds, Pot Plants, Plant

Diseases, Care of Trees, Hedges, etc.

All information has been brought up to date. The
portion on the Ornamental Garden has been enlarged and
that part dealing with the description of plants has been
divided up. The selections given embody some of the more

recent introductions which have proved worth growing.

The information on the Vegetable and Fruit Gardens
has been enlarged and brought up to date, where

considered necessary.



CONTENTS

PAGE.
CHAPTER 1.

CALENDAR 1
THE ORNAMENTAL GARDEN—PART 1.
CHAPTER II.
~ ORNAMENTAL SHRUBS T
CHAPTER III.

BeAauTiFuL CLIMBING PLANTS 33
CHAPTER 1V.

PATLMS .. s 49
CHAPTER V.

BurBous aAND TuBEROUS ROOTED PILANTS e W
CHAPTER VI.

ORNAMENTAL AND HERBACEOUS PLANTS AR ool

THE ORNAMENTAIL GARDEN—PART IL
CHAPTER VIL

PLaxTs WiTH ORNAMENTAL FOLIAGE MR 3 N |
CHAPTER VIII.

AguaTtic PLANTS ... LN [
CHAPTER IX.

ANNUALS it BT
CHAPTER X.

SWEET PEAS s b
CHAPTER XI.

TaE CHRYSANTHEMUM . 149
CHAPTER XII.

THE RosE e 169

CHAPTER XIII.
THE GERANIUM 4 TR



CHAPTER XIV.
THE DAHLIA
CHAPTER XV.
TaE ORCHID
CHAPTER XYVI.
FERNS ...
CHAPTER XVII.
THE VEGETABLE (GARDEN
CHAPTER XVIII.
THE FruUIT GARDEN
CHAPTER XIX.
TIMBER TREES
CHAPTER XX.
SOILS AND MANURES
CHAPTER XXI.
PROPAGATION
CHAPTER XXII.
GARDEN DESIGN
CHAPTER XXIII.
FrLoweER BEDS
CHAPTER XXIV.
Pot PLANTS
CHAPTER XXV.
PLANT DISEASES
CHAPTER XXVI.
THE CARE OF TREES
CHAPTER XXVII.
HEDGES ...

CHAPTER XXVIII.
UseEruL NOTES

PAGE,

189

1:9%

&N
oo
&) |

289



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

Beans, Dwarf French
Beet, Sutton’s Globe
Bloom Stand
Bloom Tubes and Cups
Bush Plant
Care of Trees, Fig. 1

e » e
Carnation
Carrots, Early Gem
Cauliflower

Celery, Solid White

Chrysanthemum

Chrysanthemum—New Coronet

Clarkias

Cosmea

Cricket Pitch
Cucumber, Ridged
Daffodils

Dahlias
Dimorphotheca
Flower Bed Designs
French Marigold
Hyacinth
Larkspurs

Myosotis -

150

Frontispiece
Facing Page 145

135

)

IFacing Page 87
= S

Facing Page 12



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS—Contd.

Nasturtium

Onion, Ailsa Craig

Pansy

Peas, Sutton’s Pioneer

Phlox

Potatoes, Ben IL.omond

Propagation

Rose—Lady Hillingdon
,, —Madame Butterfly .

Rose, Pink Pearl

Sweet Peas

Sweet Williams

Tennis Lawn

Tomatoes

Tulips

Turnips, Sutton’s Early Snowball

Tweezers and Brush

. Page 139
(4

237

)y

e
o He) =

240
Pages 290—292
. Page 176,

R i

LR

, 146
Facing Page 1
Sk (OB

, 246
Facing Page 1
247

158

13 )

i )



SINGLE EARLY Turips AND My0SOTIS.

KEwW.

SWEET WILLIAMS, GROWING IN THE RoYAL GARDENS

2



Chapter One.
CALENDAR,

JANUARY.

N hill stations, when the weather is clear, all outside
plants should have their roots mulched with leaf mould,.
ashes or manure. All hardy bulbs, such as Anemones,
Crocuses, Hyacinths, Ranculus, Snowdrops and Tulips,

can be planted now, covering the beds with a mulch.
Sowings of Gloxinias and Gesneras can be made. Place
Dahlias in hot beds to secure cuttings. Geranium cuttings

can be planted. The watering of plants to be done
sparingly.  Autumn sown seeds of Cinerarias, Petunias

and Primulas, etc., should be pricked off into small pots.
Water old plants of Primula sinensis with weak liquid’
manure; these and some Geraniums should be in flower
in the conservatory.

In the plains prune Allamandas, Hibiscus, Ixoras,
Jasminums, Lagerstroemias, Lantanas, Nyctanthes, and
Quisqualis. Surface dress Roses. Chrysanthemums taken
up, divided and planted in nursery beds. Candytuft,
Mignonette, French Marigolds, Nasturtiums and Con-
volvulus can be sown for the last time. Seedlings of
annuals should be planted out: Heliotrope, Geranium and
Verbena cuttings. Chrysanthemum cuttings.

FEBRUARY.

In hill stations shrubberies need digging over and
hoeing of bulb beds. Plants propagated now flower as
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well as those propagated in autumn. Geranium cuttings
can be made and old plants given bottom heat. Top dress
Auriculas and other pot plants. Anemones, Gladiolus,
Primrose and Polyanthus can be planted now. Small
sowings of annuals in bottom heat. If the weather is fine,
transplant former sowings. Plants affected with mildew
should be sprayed with sulphur. Pot plants, if necessary,
to be potted on.

In the plains all tuberous, bulbous or fibrous rooted
plants that have been lying dormant during the winter
should be started into growth. Late seedlings of annuals
should be planted out. Re-pot orchids. Sow Poinciana and
Tecoma seeds. Increase watering as the weather warms.

MARCH.

In hill stations all annuals can be sown. Continue
forking of shrubberies and beds, pruning of Roses, and
creepers in general. Increase Dahlias by cuttings. Carna-

tions to be prepared for blooming.

In the plains bulbous plants, such as Dahlias, Liliums,
which have done flowering, should be allowed to die down
by withholding water. Shrubs, which have done flowering,
s}’rould be cut back. Protect pot plants from the hot winds.

APRIL.

In the hills complete sowings of annuals. Propagation
of trees and shrubs, such as budding of Roses and cuttings
of Erythrina. Tuberous rooted Begonias to be planted

out.

In the plains trenching for new lawns should be com-
menced. Pot on Chrysanthemums. Store bulbs. Plant
Acimines. Prune certain climbers that require it.



CALENDAR. 3

MAY.

In the hills attention to annuals. Bulbous plants
require shifting. Hardy annuals, such as Lupins and
Mignonettes, can still be sown. Bulbs, such as Anemones.
Hyacinths and Ranunculus, should be in flower. Plant
Dahlias in pots. Plants, such as Auriculas, require shading.
Final shift of Chrysanthemums. Budding of Roses.
Watering with liquid manure.

°
In the plains continue trenching of lawns. Regular
watering of plants and hoeing of surface soil.

JUNE.

In the hills budding of Roses can be continued and
propagation by cuttings put down in the shade. Propagate
Hollyhocks by cuttings of side shoots. Collect annual
seeds. Water when weather is dry.

In the plains pot plants require shelter. Propagation
by cuttings of various shrubs and foliage plants. Sowing
of hot weather annuals.

JULY.

In the hills propagate plants like Roses, Myrtles,
Azaleas and Hydrangeas by cuttings. Liquid manure to
Roses, Carnations, etc. Few annual seeds can be sown
to bloom in September.

In the plains preparation of flower beds and planting
out of hot weather annuals. Pot Dahlia bulbs which may
have sprouted. Propagation of tropical plants such as
_Crotons, etc,
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AUGUST.

In the hills the garden should be in full bloom. Sow
annuals to be kept through the winter. Pot on recently
propagated plants.  Plant bulbs, such as Amaryallis and
Narcissus. Divide and re-pot Richardia for winter flowering.
Chrysanthemums require good watering.

In the plains preparation of ground for lawns to be
continued and grass to be sown towards end of month.
Propagation of various herbaceous plants by cuttings.
Layering of climbers. Preparation of seed boxes.

SEPTEMBER.

In the hills plant bulbs, such as Crocus, Narcissus and
Tulips. Propagation by cuttings of Roses, Heliotrope,
Salvias, Geraniums, etc. Re-pot Geraniums that have done
flowering. Use water sparingly as the atmosphere is moist.
Surface hoe all pot plants.

In the plains sow Cinerarias, Salvias, etc., and make
early sowings of Phlox, Asters, etc. Preparation of seed
beds.

OCTOBER.

Planting of bulbs to be continued. Hyacinths in pots
to be plunged for forcing. Seedlings to be planted out.
Arrange protection of delicate plants. Sowing of annuals
for spring flowering. Chrysanthemums require liquid
manure. Dry off Acimines and Caladiums.

In the plains top dress lawns. Pot imported bulbs.
Sowing of all winter annuals. Pruning of Roses. Re-potting
of pot plants and top dressing.



CALENDAR, 5

NOVEMBER.

In the hills store away bulbs that have done flowering.
Protection for the winter of delicate plants. Plant Tulips.
Pot off Pansies, etc.

In the plains propagation of Roses by budding and
cuttings. Sow Larkspur and Nemophila. Transplanting of
annuals.

DECEMBER.

Protect annuals, bulbs and soft wooded plants in beds
by mulching. Fork soil in beds and borders. Commence
forcing of Dahlias. Plant out Tulips.

In the plains withhold water from bulbs such as
Gesneras and Spreklias. Planting out and potting off of
seedlings. Cuttings of Heliotrope, Carnations, etc.



THE ORNAMENTAL GARDEN.

Flowers only flourish rightly in the garden of

someone who loves them.

—Ruskin.




Chapter Thoo.

ORNAMENTAL SHRUBS.

ABELIA.

HESE are very ornamental shrubs., A. Trifolia
flowers in threes at the ends of the branches, pale
yellow, tinged pink; A. Floribunda has rosy
purple flowers, about two inches long, in axillary

clusters; A. Rupestris has small pink flowers, sweet
scented. They can all be propagated by cuttings,

ABUTILON.

All plants require more or less shade from the sun,
and protection from wind and rain. They are best renewed
yearly by cuttings placed in sand or propagated by seed.
The flowers are bell shaped and pendulous, the petals
folding or overlapping each other. Very showy, decorative
and free growing and do well in the hills. The seeds may
be sown in the plains in October and in the hills in March
and April. The soil should be kept moist as the seeds are
hard coated. When large enough they should be pricked
out and planted in pots in rich soil. 4. Boule de Neige is
a pure white; Darwini is orange, veined red; Golden Bells
is deep, rich yellow; Mary Miller is deep rose; Sultan has
fine deep red flowers and a double flowered variety Thomp-
sonit Plena, orange. Distinct from these are the dwarf
Abutilons, of which Calypso 1s white; L’African, dark
crimson and Infanta Eulalie, pink.
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ACANTHUS.

These are stately plants of the Thistle tribe and do
well as lawn specimens in a deep soil and a sunny situation.
In the plains seed may be sown in September or October
and in the hills in April.

AGALIA.

A. Odorata is a small plant bearing fragrant vellow
flowers in axillary racemes. They are borne at various
times during the hot and rainy season. It is a handsome
plant and is propagated by cuttings taken off at a joint:
and rooted in sand.

AKEBIA.

This is a pretty twining shrub known as A. Quinata
and bearing purplish brown flowers. Leaves sweet scented.

ALLAMANDA.

An extensive genus of flowering shrubs of great
beauty, easily propagated by layering. Some of the
varieties are extremely handsome. Flowers in the hot and
rainy season, after which the branches should be well
thinned and cut in. In the hills they require the shelter
of a conservatory.

APHELANDRA.

Handsome shrubs which are propagated without diffi-
culty by cuttings put down in the rains. A. Cristata has
brilliant orange scarlet flowers; 4. Facinator has vermilion

coloured flowers; A. Punctata is bright yellow.
ARDISIA.
Large handsome shrubs. 4. Crenulata with whitish

flowers followed by rose coloured berries; A. Paniculata,
flowers rose and berries red; A. Umbellata, pink flowers
and purple berries. Propagated by seed and by cuttings
in the rains.
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ARTHROSTEMMA.

Very handsome shrubs propagated by suckers.
A. Fragile has rosy flowers; A. Nitida has lilac flowers ;
A. Lineatum, white.

AZALEA.

The Chinese and Indian varieties are fine for conser-
yatory decoration. Their treatment corresponds with the
Camellia which may be referred to.

; BARLERIA.

This will grow in any garden soil and is a very hardy
plant. They are many coloured and are a useful ornament
in the cold season. Propagated by cuttings. Out of the
many varieties B. Gibsoni is perhaps the prettiest, bearing
large flowers of a light blue colour.

BRUGMANSIA.

These are large shrubs requiring some amount of
shade and a rich soil and lots of room for their roots. They
are propagated by seeds or cuttings. In the hills they do
very well but require protection from frost. They bear
splendid flowers of trumpet shape in great profusion.

BRUNSFELSIA.

These are elegant flowering shrubs and are easily culti-
vated. B. Acuminata bears bluish violet flowers in terminal
heads; B. Americana has whitish or primrose flowers and

is sweet scented.

BUDDLEA.

These are pretty and highly useful shrubs easily
propagated by cuttings. B. Madagascarensis has silvery
leaves and handsome orange flowers and looks well as a
specimen; B. Asiatica has white flowers; B. Lindleyana

bears pink flowers.
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CALLIANDRA.

Beautiful shrubs with globular flowers. They do best
in a rich soil and are propagated by cuttings put down in
sand. Most of the flowers are scarlet in colour and resemble
powder puffs.

CALLISTEMON.

The flowers of the Bottle Brush have a profusion cof
stamens, of which they are chefly composed. The flowers
of C. Lanceolatum are of a beautiful scarlet colour, the
tree looking exceedingly pretty when in full bloom.

C. Salignus is not so attractive, having pale lemon coloured
flowers.

CAMELLIA.

These are beautiful shrubs and are usually imported
into the country. They do well in hill stations but do not
appear to thrive on the plains, where they should be grown
entirely in a cool conservatory. They should be kept in
a temperature of about 60° F. till their growth is made
and their buds formed, and during this time should be
frequently syringed, and kept clean in a humid atmosphere.
They grow well in a clayey loam, mixed with some sand
and leaf mould. Towards the end of April they should be
moved to a cool situation and then placed out of doors in
a sheltered position. They require daily watering and the
use of liquid manure. In the hills, by October, they should
be placed under glass or in the verandah and their blossoms
should open in November or December. When they have
done flowering they should be placed in larger pots.

CATESBAEA.

This is the Lily thorn. C. Spinosa is a pretty plant
when in bloom. Its flowers, which are pale yellowish green,
hang suspended from it. They are trumpet shaped and
are three to four inches long. Propagated by cuttings
during the rains.
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CESTRUM.

These are very ornamental and are semi-climbers.
They are propagated by cuttings and require a rich soil:
and lots of room for their roots. C. Nocturnum, the Lady
of the Night, is a night bloomer, with panicles of pale
yellowish flowers most delightfully perfumed. C. Elegans
has red flowers followed by crimson berries.. C.. Alba has.
white flowers.

CHIMONANTHUS.

C. Fragrans is unornamental but worth a place in the
garden on account of the deliciously fragrant yellow flowers..
It i1s propagated by layers.

CITHAROXYLON.

The varieties are principally white flowered and will
grow in almost any soil. Propagated by cuttings in the
rains. The best is C. Subserratum which bears white,,
sweet-scented flowers.

CLERODENDRON.

These are handsome shrubs commonly known as the
Glory tree or Turks Turban. They all do well in the open
in moderately good soil and are propagated by cuttings.
As they flower on the tops of the current year’s shoots, all!
previous year’s growth should be cut away, when pruning.
C. Serratum wvar. C. Wallichii is a blue flowering variety
and flowers during the rainy season. C. Fallax, scarlet
flowering, also flowers during the rainy season..
C. Kaempferi and C. Paniculatum have scarlet flowers during
the hot season. C. Nutans is a white variety flowering im
the cold season, and the other whites which flower during
most of the year are Fragrans, Macrosiphon, and

Volkameria.

COFFEA.

The Coffee plant but very ornamental in the garden:.
In February the bushes are covered with white flowers,
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which are extremely pretty against the dark green polished
foliage. Seeds should be sown during the rainy season.
‘The berries should not be injured in any way before sowing,
and should be put down complete with the foot stalk
-attached. They can also be propagated by cuttings.

CRATAGUS.

The seeds of the Hawthorn should be procured from
England and sown as soon as received. It is only suitable
‘for the hills. The double white and the double pink are
'handsome varieties. The seeds take a very long time to®
germinate and their irregular sprouting may be spread over
i year or more.

CYDONIA.

These shrubs require little cultivation and are suited
‘to the hills. They are propagated by layers and cuttings.
‘C. Japonica has deep scarlet flowers, borne profusely during
the greater part of the year. The ordinary quince,
«C. Vulgaris, has pale red or white flowers. C. Chinense is a
small tree with rose .coloured flowers.

DATURA.

Although D. Alba 1s a common weed, there are other
cornamental varieties. 1. Humilis flore pleno has handsome
double golden yellow flowers which are sweet scented and
‘D. Wrightii has sweet scented large white flowers edged
with lilac. Any soil suits them and they are best planted
in beds or borders. They are propagated by seed and
may be treated as hardy annuals.

DEUTZIA.

These are pretty shrubs growing to about three feet in
height. Propagated by division from suckers. D. Gracilis
*bears small pure white flowers which are borne all
along the stems in terminal racemes in great profusion, in
«carly spring. It also makes a lovely little pot plant.
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DOMBEYA.

These are large shrubs and are rather pretty when in:

flower. Propagated by cuttings. The flowers are mostly
sweet scented. Blooms in the cold season. D. Palmata,

Gagiana, Cuspidata and Tilicefclia are pink flowered and.
Mastersii and Alba Magnifica are white flowered varieties..

DURANTA.

The Sky flower or Golden Dewdrop is a large orna-
mental shrub bearing flowers at all seasons. They grow
in any soil and are exceedingly hardy and make excellent
hedges. The flowers are succeeded by bunches of yellow
berries. Propagated by seed or cuttings during the rains.
D. Plumeri bears pretty blue flowers and Ellsii bears white
flowers.

ERANTHEMUM.

Dwarf handsome foliage shrubs bearing flowers of
various colours. There are varieties with variegated foliage
splashed with white, red or yellow. They are propagated
by layers and grow in any rich garden soil. The flowers
are usually blue, white or pink and shades.

ERYTHROXYLON.

A pretty little shrub, with its bright cherry-like berries,.
which it yields in abundance. It makes an effective border
plant. The leaves are medicinal and are used for making
Cocaine.

ESCALLONIA.

A choice plant bearing bright pink fragrant flowers,
suitable for hill stations. It is propagated by layerings and
cuttings.

EXCOECARIA.

Bearing insignificant leaves, it is a handsome plant on
account of its foliage, which is deep purplish red on the
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under surface. Propagated by cuttings during the rains.
E. Bicolor is most usually seen.

FLEMINGIA.

Very pretty shrubs when in full blossom. They grow

in any ordinary garden soil enriched with cow-dung and
leaf mould. Propagated from seed.

FRANCISCEA. '
Very beautiful small shrub called the Vegetable
Mercury. F. Hopeana has violet blue flowers fading to

white. In flower throughout the year.

GARDENIA.

Large shrubs with very fragrant flowers requiring a
rich soil enriched with old cow-dung or stable manure.
They are propagated by cuttings, and flower during the
hot weather. G. Lucida, Florida, Radicans and Latifolia
are some of the best varieties, all bearing sweetly scented
flowers and having beautiful glossy green foliage.

GINORIA.

The species Americana is a shrub with myrtle-like
foliage and purple flowers, which are borne in the hot
weather and rains, succeeded by purple berries in the cold
season. It is propagated by seeds and cuttings put down
during the rains. :

GMELINA.

These are large shrubs which are not very attractive
and bear yellow flowers during the hot season. It is
propagated from cuttings of the firm wood.

GOLDFUSSIA.

These are small shrubs growing in any good garden
soil and bearing flowers in the cold season. They will
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grow in a conservatory or uader the shade of trees. They
are easily propagated by seed or by cuttings put down
in the cold season. G@G. Anisophylla bears pale blue bell-
shaped flowers and G. Colorata is a crimson flowered
variety.

GOMPHOCARPUS.

A rather graceful shrub bearing umbels of flowers
followed by a bladder-like thorny fruit. It is propagated

by seed and by cuttings put down during the rains.

: GOSSYPIUM.

There are only two or three varieties of the Cotton
plant which have large showy flowers. They thrive in
any soil that has been manured and are propagated by
seed sown in the plains in October. They are not of much
merit as garden plants but are useful as a background and
to hide unsightly walls.

GRAPTOPHYLLUM.

These plants have variegated foliage and do well in
conservatories. G. Hortense has foliage marked with white
and G. Rubro pictum has foliage marked with bronzy red.

GRISLEA.

G. Tomentosa, known before as Woodfordia floribunda,
is an object of great beauty during the cold season, when
its branches are covered with small scarlet flowers, making
a blaze of colour. The foliage turns red in the autumn.
It is propagated by cuttings.

HABROTHAMNUS.

These are rather an extensive genus of most hand-
some shrubs, which are very choice and attractive. The
flowers are borne in great profusion in pretty bunches of
brilliant colours and of a waxy appearance. In the hills
they require some protection during the winter months, but
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in the plains they grow vigorously, though old plants often
die off during the rains. Propagated from cuttings put
down in October. They require good drainage. H. Elegans
has beautiful carmine flowers; Fasicularis is bright crimson ;
Aurantiacus is orange yellow and Zephyrinus is shaded
red.

HAMELIA.

The Rat Poison tree, H. Patens, bears orange pipe-like
flowers in sprays, succeeded by red berries. It should be
pruned during the cold season as it loses its leaves. Prow
pagated by cuttings.

HAMILTONIA.

Shrubs bearing sweet-scented flowers during the cold
season. They soon grow unsightly if not annually pruned
to keep them in form. They are propagated by cuttings
of half ripe wood put down in October., H. Suaveolens
has pale heliotrope coloured flowers, and there is also a
white variety, Alba.

HIBISCUS.

The Shoe Flower is a well known dwarf flowering
shrub, grown as specimens or hedge plants. It is easily
propagated from cuttings or layerings. There are numer-
ous varieties, some of which are hardly to be distinguished
from one another. They should be cut in after flowering.
The colours range from white, yellow, orange, pink and
red to lilac. H. Mutabilis has white flowers changing to
pink.

HOLMSKIOLDIA.

A rather pretty spreading pubescent shrub, bearing
red tubular flowers in great profusion just before the cold
weather sets in. H. Coccinea should be well cut in after
flowering. Propagated by seeds or cuttings.
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HUMEA.

H. Elegans is a very handsome plant.  Grown in the

border it is very ornamental. It has a drooping habit and

the leaves, when rubbed, yield a powerful odour. The
flowers are red, borne on spikes, and have a most delicious
and strong scent. Propagated from seed.

ILEX.

The Holly will not succeed in the plains, but grows
well in hill stations, where it may be propagated from
cuttings. The I. Paraguarensis is the Mate of Paragua
tea. I. Aquifolia is the English holly and I. Dipyrena is
a native of India. I. Argentia is a lovely variety, with a
large blotch of white in the centre of the leaves.

INGA.

Rapidly growing plants which must be well pruned to
keep them in bounds. If allowed to grow they develop
into large trees. I. Saman is the Rain tree. I. Dulcis
is the Madras Thorn, and is extensively used as a hedge.
Propagated by seed sown in the rains.

IXORA.

Handsome dwarf flowering plants useful in the border
or as a hedge. All of them thrive well in India and will grow
in any garden soil. Propagated by layering and cuttings,
while a few varieties yield seed. I. Coccinea, the common
variety, has bright scarlet flowers. They are available in
numerous colours ranging from white and vellow to terra-
cotta and orange. They are in flower during the rainy
season mostly.

JACARANDA.

These are handsome flowering plants, with fine
feathery fern-like foliage. Propagated by seed. Flowers
in April and May. J. Mimosefolia has large panicles of
pretty blue bell-shaped flowers.

2
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JASMINUM.

The Jasmine includes a numerous species, but only a
few are deserving a place in the garden. They are best
pruned in after flowering, especially the straggling kinds.
They are easily propagated from -cuttings taken during
the rainy season. They grow well in any garden soil
enriched with manure. J. Grandiflorum is the Chameli,
a semi-scandent shrub with fragrant white flowers;
J. Pubescens is the Kund, a dwarf compact plant witn
abundant white flowers; and J. Sambac is the Mogra, a
low spreading shrub with highly fragrant double white
flowers.

JATROPHA.

This is the Coral plant, bearing in its numerous
varieties mostly red flowers with ornamental foliage.
Propagated by seed or by cuttings. J. Multifida,
Pandurefolia and Podogarica are varieties in cultivation.

JUNIPERUS.

These are all slow growing but very ornamental plants.
They are propagated by cuttings and layerings, and grow
in any soil without much care. [J. Chinensis, Aurea,
Variegata and Communis are varieties.

JUSTICIA.

Dwarf ornamental shrubs, often used as a dwarf hedge
or edging. They are propagated by cuttings and will
grow in any garden soil. ]J. Coccinea has scarlet flowers;
other wuseful wvarieties are Gendarussa, Argentea and
Grandiflora.

LAGERSTROEMIA.

The Crepe Myrtle is a very handsome plant when in
flower during the rainy season. As a hedge it is an object
of great beauty with its large bunches of flowers in various
colours, white, red, pink and lilac shades. They grow
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well in any soil and are easily propagated by cuttings put
down in the rains. L. Flos Regine is the Jarul tree of
India and bears pretty mauve coloured flowers.

LANTANA.

Most of them bear pretty flowers, orange, red, yellow,
white or lilac. They flower all the year round and are

propagated by cuttings and seed. The leaves have a
powerful sage-like scent.

. LAVANDULA.

The Lavender, L. Spica, is a pretty plant, easily raised
from seed and kept from year to year. The plants thrive
in a light soil richly manured with leaf mould only, and
well watered especially during the flowering season, and
in the hot weather. It is better for being given a little
shade during the summer and must be protected from the.
rains, when this is excessive.

LAWSONIA.

The Henna, or Mendhi, L. Alba makes a very good
hedge growing to a height of from ten to twelve feet.
When in bloom, with its panicles of greenish white flowers,
it scents the whole garden with its fragrance, which is
powerful and agreeable. It is easily propagated by cuttings
put down during the rains; it may also be grown from
seed which it bears abundantly. There is a reddish
flowered variety, Rubra.

LEEA.

L. Sanguinea is a tall shrub flowering in the rains
with large dense heads of scarlet flowers.

LEMONIA.

L. Spectabilis is a pretty shrub which bears bright
crimson flowers and remains in bloom a long time. Its
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leaves, when crushed, have a delicious fragrance. It
should be well watered and sheltered from the sun. It
produces seed in abundance during the cold season, from
which it is propagated. There is a variety with pale pink
flowers, Rosea.

LYTHRUM.

Plants of easy culture bearing handsome flowers in
dense long spikes at the summit of the stems which grow
to a height of about three feet. The seed may be sown
in October, and again in February and March, in open beds
or in pots, and transplanted to beds when strong enough
to handle. L. Alatum has purple flowers and L. Grefferi
.bright pink.

: MAGNOLIA.

M. Grandiflora is a handsome small tree of about 13
feet in height, with pretty, glossy, laurel-like leaves, and
bears splendid large, sweet-scented flowers. They are
plants of great beauty and require a rich soil and should
be planted in a somewhat shaded position, at least shaded
from the fierce rays of the midday sun during the summer.
They grow with difficulty in Bengal but succeed in Upper
India. Propagated by gootee grafting. M. Fuscata bears
highly fragrant flowers of a yellow or cream colour.
M. Pterocarpa grows into a tree and has large white,
fragrant flowers. M. Pumila is a dwarf variety with highly

fragrant flowers.

MALPIGHIA.

The Barbados Cherry is a handsome shrub which is
often used for hedging purposes. The variety Coccigera
‘bears whitish pink flowers which are followed by a crop
of small berries, much like cherries, the size of a pea.
M. Glabra has purple flowers with yellow anthers in the
centre. Propagated by cuttings. ‘
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MARTYNIA.

These plants bear rather handsome flowers, like that
of a Foxglove in shape, of rather an agreeable scent. They
require to be protected from frost. The seed pods are
hard and black, with two sharp thorns at the narrow end.
M. Diandra has rose coloured flowers : Fragrans is much
the same, though of smaller growth; and Lutea has yellow
flowers. Propagated from seed.

MEMOCYLON.

* M. Edule is a pretty shrub when in flower bearing
purplish blue fragrant flowers. It is considered a jungle
plant of this country.

MEYENIA.

M. Erecta is a pretty shrub, with pretty gloxina-like
flowers, bluish purple with a pale yellow tube. Propagated
by cuttings and seed. It grows in any garden soil if well
manured and watered during the hotter months of the year.
In flower during the cold season. M. Hawtayeana is more
of a climber with azure blue flowers with a white tube. It
1s nearly always in flower and is propagated by seed.

MICHELIA.

These plants are valued for the delicious fragrance of-
their flowers. M. Champaca, or the Chumpa of the natives,
bears yellowish flowers of a dull colour but are exceedingly
fragrant. M. Alba has white flowers.

MONTANOA.
M. Bipinnatifida is a tall pretty shrub with large
bunches of white flowers borne in December. It i1s pro-

pagated by cuttings.

MUNRONIA.

M. Javanicum is propagated by cuttings put down 1n
the rains and has fragrant white flowers produced during

the rainy season.
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MURRAYA.

The Chinese Box is a handsome shrub bearing sweet-
scented flowers and very useful as an ornamental hedge.
M. Exotica bears corymbs of white sweetly perfumed
flowers followed by red berries. It is propagated by
cuttings.

MUSSAENDA.

These are peculiar in producing leafy sepals of a white
or scarlet colour around the flowers, which in comparison
are somewhat inconspicuous. They are propagated by
cuttings put down in the rains. M. Frondosa has yellow
flowers with white sepals; M. Erythrophylla has yellow
flowers with scarlet sepals; M. Corymbosa has pale orange
flowers with white sepals. They are at their best during
the rains.

MYRTUS.

The Myrtle is a well-known shrub bearing sweetly
scented white flowers and leaves during the hot weather.
Propagated by layers. There is a pink flowered variety,
Tomentosa.

NERIUM.

The Oleander are common shrubs which bear flowers
at the end of their shoots, which grow to a length of
seven or eight feet. The leaves are also chiefly confined
to the summit of these shoots, and so to avoid the lower
portions of the plant from becoming bare, the plants
should be pruned in after flowering. They grow readily
from cuttings and layers. The flowers are sweet scented.
They can be obtained with flowers in a variety of colours
in white, pink and red in numerous shades. They are all
very pretty when in full flower, especially the double
varieties, which are loaded till drooping with clusters of
flowers.
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OCHNA.

O. Squarrosa is a tall shrub bearing yellow scented
flowers during the hot weather. Propagated by cuttings
put down in the rains and also by seed.

OLEA.

These are very choice shrubs, especially O. Fragrans,
which is propagated with much difficulty by cuttings in
sand under glass. It grows to about five feet in height
and bears bunches of white flowers which are very fragrant.
They are not suited to the plains where they will grow
with some difficulty.

OXYANTHUS.

These are highly ornamental shrubs, bearing white or
yellow flowers, scented, elongated and in racemes. They
are quite as hardy in India as Gardenias. O. Hirsutus
bears fragrant, white, star-shaped flowers. O. Versicolor
has whitish, rose coloured and pink flowers and is a smaller
plant than the other.

PAEONIA.

The Paonia will only succeed in hill stations. The
flowers vary in colour from pure white to bluish salmon,
and from rose to the most intense scarlet. The Chinese
varieties are hardy and early flowering. Grown upon a
lawn, or in a conspicuous part of the garden, they are very
handsome ornaments, when given a rich soil and careful
treatment. They are exquisitely pretty plants, their colour-
ing is extremely rich and they are most profuse bloomers.

PANDANUS.

The leaves of the Screw pine grow in whorls or are
screw-like in arrangement, and are long, strap formed with
spines along the edges. P. Odoratissimus has powerfully
fragrant flowers enclosed in whitish sheath-like leaves and
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sends down aerial roots from the stem. There are other
varieties, but this is the most commonly met with. There
is a variegated type of P. Odoratissimus variegatus whose
leaves are edged with white.

PARKINSONIA.

The Jerusalem Thorn bears small, sweetly scented
yellow flowers in pendulous racemes and should be grown
in well drained porous soil. Is a useful hedge plant on

account of its thorny nature. It is propagated by cuttings
and seed. :

PAVETTA.

These shrubs are very much like Ixoras and are pro-
pagated by cuttings put down in the rains. The flowers of
most of the varieties are white and generally fragrant.

PEDILANTHUS.

The Adjutant’s hedge or Jew plant is often used to
form a hedge and bears small purplish crimson flowers.
It is propagated by cuttings.

PENTAS.

P. Carnea is a pretty herbaceous shrub, bearing Ixora-
like heads of flowers of a pale lavender pink colour nearly
all the year round. They do well in a rich soil and with
partial shade. Propagated by cuttings. The varieties
Kermesina with crimson flowers and Parviflors with flame
coloured flowers are not widely known.

PHILADELPHUS.
The Syringe or Mock Orange can only be cultivated
in the hills.  Its flowers are white with a strong orange

scent and the leaves have the odour and taste of cucumber,
They should be well cut in after flowering, as the flowers
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are borne on the last year’s wood. Propagated by cuttings

or layers.  Coranarus, Hirstus and Grandiflorus are
varieties.

PHLOGOCANTHUS.

P. Thyrsiflorus makes a pretty plant in the border
with its spikes of purplish red flowers. It is propagated
by cuttings which are best taken in the rains. It requires
a well-drained porous soil.

PITTOSPORUM.

*  P. Tobira is an exceedingly handsome shrub about
four feet in height. Its chief beauty lies in its foliage,
which is of a shining green. It seldom flowers in this
country, but when it does it bears white fragrant flowers
in terminal clusters. P. Tobira variegatum has variegated
leaves.

PLUMBAGO.

P. Capensis requires to be grown in a somewhat
shaded position and bears, almost at all seasons, but espe-
cially during the hot and rainy seasons, pale azure blue
flowers, in form and arrangement like Phlox blooms. It
1s benefited by pruning during the cold season. Pro-
pagated by cuttings or division. P. Rosea has rose-

coloured flowers and Zevlanica has white flowers.

PLUMERIA.

The Frangipani bears beautiful corymbs of Lighiv
fragrant flowers during the hot season and rains and is
obtainable in a variety of colours and hybrid forms.
P. Acuminata bears white flowers with a yellow throat and
of a waxy appearance. There are varieties with red, white
and yellow colours and combinations of these. Easily

propagated by cuttings.

POINCIANA.

P. Pulcherrima can be had in two varieties, one with
red and the other with yellow flowers. These are borne
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in immense erect tuft-like racemes and are a pretty sight
in the garden. They are of straggly growth and should
be cut in during the cold season. They do not like a very
<old climate and are easily propagated from cuttings.

POLYANTHUS.

Seed should be procured from Europe for sowing in
November and December in the plains and in November in
the hills. They should be sown in pans or boxes, well
«drained and filled with a light but rich mould. The seed
must be very lightly covered with soil and very sparingly
watered. No artificial heat is required. When the seed
germinate they must be shaded from the sun and rain.
When the plants are strong enough, they should be picked
out and planted in a shady situation in beds. The compost
should consist chiefly of loam, sand and leaf mould in equal
parts, and a small quantity of old cow-dung should be
added. The plants will begin to grow in spring and will
tequire to be slightly earthed up, when they will flower
beautifully. They may be divided in the Autumn and put
into pots. When the plants show signs of bloom the pots
should be surface dressed with a richer compost without
disturbing the roots. Frequent watering with liquid manure
1s, very beneficial when the plants are in bud or bloom.
As the flowers fade on pot plants, the plants should be
taken up, divided, and planted out in beds in a shady
situation. They may be re-potted again the following
Autumn. The spikes of bloom should be staked.

PORTLANDIA.

The White Horse of Jamaica, P. Grandiflora, is an
-exceedingly choice shrub of exquisite beauty. The foliage
is very handsome, of a rich glossy green, which contrasts
well with the flowers, which are about five inches long
and pure white, like those of the White Lily, and exquisitely
fragrant, especially at night. P. Coccinea, scarlet with
yellow anthers. They grow in any good garden soil, but
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require protection from the cold, even in the plains. A
conservatory would suit them well. Propagated by cuttings
in the rains.

PUNICA.

The Pomegranate makes a handsome plant when in
flower with its lovely scarlet blossoms. When pruning only
weakly branches should be thinned out, and not cut down
indiscriminately, as the flowers are borne on the extrem-
ities of the branches formed of the current year’s growth.
There is a double flowered variety. In flower during the
hot weather.

QUASSIA.

Q. Amara is a handsome flowering plant bearing
beautiful flowers of a rich scarlet, like Salvia Splendens.
Propagated by cuttings placed under a hand glass in sand.

RHAPHIOLEPSIS.

The Indian Hawthorn is a pretty shrub which is quite
hardy and will grow well in the hills. R. Indica flowers
in February with pretty white or pink tinted blooms the
size of the English Hawthorn in terminal panicles. There
are varieties of this species: wvar. Phweostemon has white
flowers with brown filaments; war. Rubra has reddish
flowers. R. Japonica Integerrima has pure white fragrant

flowers in terminal panicles.

RHODODENDRON.

This is the most magnificent of flowering shrubs and
grow wild in the Himalayan range. They are particularly
hill plants where the half hardy varieties succeed well.
There are hundreds of cultivated species, but the following
are some of the best: Maculatum Grandiflorum; Roseum
Piculuratum ; Blandvanuru; Atrosanguineuwm ; Nobleanum ;
Duchess of Sutherland; Paryllianum; and Towardiana.
They bear frequent removal, but care must always be
taken not to break the ball of earth round them or loosen
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the soil from the stem. They will grow in any light
vegetable soil of a sandy character enriched with old
manure. The dwarf varieties are suitable for rockwork
edging to clumps of the strong growing varieties.

RONDELETIA.

R. Brilliantissima is a pretty plant with its heads of
orange scarlet blossoms borne nearly all the year round.
R. Odorata has fragrant vermilion flowers and R. Purdiet
has pale yellow, fragrant flowers. They are all propagated
by cuttings which take some time to root, or by seed.

RUSSELIA.

Weeping Mary, or R. Juncea, is an extremely hand-
some plant, flowering most of the year, with bright scarlet
tube-like flowers which are borne in drooping profusion on
long rush-like stems with feathery foliage. A pretty way
of growing it is in suspended baskets. R. Floribunda is
an erect growing variety bearing flowers very like the
last, but of a crimson scarlet colour. Both varieties are
propagated by division most readily, and the plants being
extremely hardy, grow in any ordinary garden soil.

SALIX.

The Weeping Willow, S. Rabylonica, is the only
species generally met with in India and makes a pretty
object growing by the side of water. There are other
species but not of sufficient merit for the garden. The
Weeping Willow lives but a short life in the hills, owing
to a borer which penetrates the timber and soon kills it. It
is propagated by cuttings.

SERISSA.

S. Fetida is a pretty little shrub, about two feet in
height, bearing small double white flowers at almost all
seasons. Propagated by cuttings.
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SKIMMIA.

These are pretty Laurel-like shrubs with whitish
flowers, clustering in terminal panicles which are branched,
followed by bunches of berries. They all thrive in the hills,

and in the plains only succeed in grass conservatories,

They are propagated by seeds and cuttings. S. Fragrans
has sweet scented white flowers. . Japonica has Holly-
like white flowers in panicles; there is a variegated variety
of this with the leaves bordered with white. . Laureola
Is a pretty citron scented plant with pale yellow, very frag-
rant flowers in compact corymbs. S. Oblata is a pretty
species from Japan with bright vermilion berries.

SOLIDAGO.

S. Canadensis is the Golden Rod, a dwarf shrub with
crowded panicles of flowers of a yellow colour. It is pro-
pagated by division.

SOPHORA.

This is an exceedingly pretty shrub but growing with
great difficulty in the warmer parts of India. S. Tomen-
tose is a rather large shrub with showy Laburnum-like
flowers of a pale violet colour. S. Tetraptera is a species
with yellow flowers. The Japanese Pagoda tree, S. Japonica
pendula, is exceedingly pretty, willow-like, drooping, with
small whitish flowers in loosely branching panicles. All
propagated from seed.

SPARTEUM.

The Spanish Broom, S. Junceum, bears yellow frag-
rant flowers, which are showy and borne in terminal
racemes. Broom-like, it seldom has leaves. It is a very
ornamental plant and with care outlives the hot season in
the plains. It grows more easily in the hills, but when
young requires to be sheltered from the heavy rains. It is
propagated from cuttings. The twigs, when macerated,
yield a good fibre.
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SPIRAEA.

Roots of the Meadow Sweet are imported and put
down in the hills in spring and early in September in the
plains, when they soon show signs of growth. A soil rich
in leaf mould suits them. They have flowers in dense
heads, the flowers individually small, but in great profusion.
S. Japonica is elegant and as a pot plant has few rivals.
Its feathery blooms are purest white. It delights in a
rich soil and is well adapted for rockeries, and also for the
border in a partially sheltered situation, especially in the
- plains. S, Palmata is a lovely plant with bright crimson
flowers.

STACHYTARPHETA.

The Brazilian Tea tree, S. Jamaicensis, is a dwarf
shrub, pretty when in flower with its spikes of blue flowers.
It is propagated by cuttings. S. Mutabilis is a coarse
looking plant bearing rosy crimson flowers. S. Orubica
has violet coloured flowers.

STROBILANTHES.

S. Dyerianus has handsome purple tinted leaves and
makes a pretty pot plant, or looks well in a rockery.
S. Glomeratus has the undersurface of the leaves coloured
purple and S. Scaber has yellow flowers. They all can
be grown in a conservatory and are easily propagated by
cuttings put down in light soil in the rainy season. They
thrive best in a light rich soil.

TABERNAEMONTANA.

The Chandni are handsome shrubs and are easily pro-
pagated by cuttings put down in the rains. T. Coronaria
has pretty single flowers, of a wax-like appearance. There
is a double variety, as also one with variegated foliage.
T. Dichotoma has single flowers scattered all over the
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plant. T. Recurva has fragrant flowers in great pro-

fusion during the hot season. The plants are sometimes
used as a hedge.

TAMARIX.

The common Jhau, T. Articulata, is a tall shrub bearing
pale reddish purple flowers and having feathery casurina-
like foliage. Another variety, T. Dioica, has whitish pink
flowers. Propagated by cuttings put down in the rains.

TAXUS.

The Yew grows well in the hills and is used as a
hedge plant. There appears to be only one variety,
T. Chinensis, mentioned in any works on Indian Gardening,
but there are other fine species which would probably all
do well in the hills.

TECOMA.

These are tall shrub flowering most of the year round
and useful not only im the shrubbery but also as a hedge
plant. The flowers are produced in terminal bunches and
are trumpet shaped. T. Capensis has orange scarlet
flowers and T. Chrysantha and T. Stans both have yellow
flowers.  Generally propagated by seed and also by
cuttings.

TEPHROSIA.

T. Candida is a beautiful shrub, splendid when in
bloom with its large white blossoms. The plant has an
elegant appearance with its ashy greyish green foliage
underneath the leaves and brilliant green above them. Pro-
pagated from seed which may be sown at amy season of
the year.

THEVETIA.

T. Nerifolia has leaves much like the Oleander and
tubular flowers of a yellowish orangy colour, followed by
almond-shaped nuts. Propagated by seed.
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THUJA.

The Arbor Vite is a most ornamental shrub and
makes one of the finest ornamental hedges. All the
varieties are propagated by seed. T. Orientalis is a large
growing species and T. Compacta is a dwarf kind.

VINCA.

These are pretty flowering plants of a dwarf habit
which thrive in any kind of soil without any care. If left
to themselves they send shoots along the ground and
increase rapidly. V. A4lba has white, V. Rosea rose and
V. Major blue coloured flowers. They can be increased
by cuttings.



Chapter Three.

BEAUTIFUL CLIMBING PLANTS.

' AESCHYNANTHUS.

HESE are lovely twining plants and are worthy of
extensive cultivation. They are easily grown on a
block of wood which must be covered with moss,
on to which they should be tied with copper wire;

the roots should first be tied with moss before tying them
on to the block, after which they require syringing with
water as necessary and occasionally dipping in tepid water.
They may be grown in pots in light rich compost and
trained up a trellis. Cuttings about three inches long of
half ripened wood should be made and placed under a bell
olass in moderate bottom heat, after removing all the leaves
except one or two at the top. They root readily in February
or March. When they have rooted, transfer singly to small
pots, covering with a bell glass in bottom heat till
established. Baskets are commonly employed for them
and is an effective way of growing them. They should
be lined with moss and filled with rich light compost, and
the branches fastened down with pegs. Water well in
summer to induce growth and in the cold weather they
should be allowed to rest. Plants grown from cuttings
flower the second year. A. Fulgens bears deep bright
crimson flowers with a very long throat and tube on the
under side orange; the lobes are striped black. It flowers
in' October. A. Grandiflorus 1s large flowered, deep crim-
son orange, the segments with a dark mark on top; flowers

2
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in August. A. Atrosanginea is dark red and flowers in
July. 4. Cordifolius red flowers striped with black;
A. Longiflorus scarlet flowers during the summer; 4. Tri-
color deep blood red, lobes striped black, throat and base
of lobes bright orange.

ANTIGONON.

The Sandwich Island creeper. Beautiful fast growing
climbers which tend to become bare at the bottom. To
avoid this they should be pruned down annually at the
commencement of the rains and new growth will soon
spring up. A. Insigne has rose-coloured flowers which are
double in appearance; A. Leptopus is a deep pink and
A. Leptopus alba has white flowers. Propagated by layer-
ing and by seed. It is better to propagate the white variety
by means of layers as seed do not come true to type.

ARGYREIA.

These are shrubby climbers flowering the greater por-
tion of the year and propagated by cuttings. 4. Argentia
is very large with silvery, velvety heart-shaped leaves,
especially on the lower surface, which is almost like down.
It bears whitish rose flowers in the rains; 4. Splendens
has tubularly bell-shaped flowers of a pale red colour; and
A. Campanulata has pinky purple flowers.

ARISTOLACHIA.

These are light climbers bearing flowers most curious
in form. The Dutchman’s Pipe. There are a number of
varieties to be found in India, out of which 4. Elegans is
the most common. The flowers are a very dark purplish
velvety colour mottled on cream or white ground. 4. Gigas
is a gigantic variety and most curious. The plants
are readily grown in a grass conservatory in a light soil
enriched with leaf mould. Some of them grow readily in
the open in the plains, but in the hills they will not succeed
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unless in a warm conservatory. The flowers are brown

and cream and are feetid smelling.  The variety Elegans
Is grown from seed, but the others are grown
cuttings.

from

ARTABOTRYS.

The Tail Grape, A. Odoratissimus, is a shrubby
climber with extremely fragrant greenish yellow flowers,
borne chiefly in the rains. Propagated by seed or cuttings

in the rains.

BANISTERIA.

These are very ornamental and extensive creepers and
require the support of strong iron posts. They are pro-
pagated by layering. B. Laurifolia is a well-known variety
with its olive green foliage, roughish and hard to the
touch, and covered over with its bright yellow or golden
flowers in large clusters. B. Chrysophylla bears deep
orange-coloured flowers. B. Ferruginea is yellow flowered
and so is B. Fulgens.

BEAUMONTIA.

B. Grandiflora 1s a very extensive and rampant creeper,
bearing in the cold season a profusion of flowers of a
trumpet form, white tinged with green, which are very
pretty and slightly scented. Is best grown on a wall and
is propagated by layering.

BIGNONIA.

Some of the Bignonias are very handsome and grow
well in any garden soil enriched with manure. They are
propagated by layers or cuttings put down under glass.
B. Venusta, the most beautiful of all Bignonias, in the cold
season is literally one mass of gorgeous colour. The
flowers are orange and tubular shaped and borne in huge
trusses. B. Chamberlayeni flowers during the hot months,
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but is, on the whole, a shy bloomer; it bears creamy yellow
flowers. B. Crucigera is coppery yellow; B. Incarnata is
pale lilac, striped purple; B. Magnifica is purple, and
B. Tweediana is yellow.

BOUGAINVILLEA.

These are magnificent climbers thriving in any garden
soil without much care. Propagated by layers. B. Spec-
tabilis has small pale yellow tubular flowers between two
pale crimson bracts and is one mass of bloom in the spring.
B. Glabra is thornless and in bloom nearly all the year
round with magenta coloured flowers. B. Splendens bears
magenta flowers during the cold season and is a very fine
object when in bloom. B. Lateritea 1s a brick-coloured
variety, flowering during the cold season, and is a great
object of beauty. B. Scarlet Queen is a recent introduc-
tion and bears crimson scarlet flowers during the cold

season.

BOUSSINGAULTIA.

The Madeira Vine, B. Baselloides, is a very pretty
and elegant creeper, doing well both in the hills and the
plains. The flowers are white and fragrant, small and
disposed in clusters. They are quick growing plants and
are propagated from tubercles produced on the stems.

CAMOENSIA.

C. Maxima is a magnificent and gorgeous climber
flourishing in a rich loam mixed with leaf mould. Pro-
pagated by cuttings which root in a sandy loam if placed
under a hand glass. The flowers are yellow tinted with
gold, veined and cut at the mouth.

CAMPSIDIUM.

Handsome plants requiring a rich loam with leaf mould
and propagated by layers in the rains. C. Chilense has
flowers of a rich orange colour and tubular.
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CENTROSEMA.

These are handsome creeping plants of considerable
size, which may be propagated from seed or rooted runners.
C. Grandiflora has purplish flowers and C. Virginianum
bears flowers of much the same colour: while C. Plumeri
has white flowers with a puce spot.

CEROPEGIA.

These are pretty climbing plants with most curious
and pretty flowers. Some of them are bulbous and others
are fibrous rooted. (. Gardnerii is a fine species with
creamy white flowers marked with purple blotches. They
die down after flowering and spring up again from their
roots. Propagated by division of the roots and from
cuttings. After dying down they should be watered very
sparingly.

CISSUS.

This is a plant of great beauty having ornamental
foliage, being variously mottled with red, white and dark
green and borne upon red foot stalks. They grow best
in a dark corner of the conservatory, and thrive vigorously
and display the splendour of their leaves in a humid
atmosphere. They may be planted in pots in a well-drained
and porous soil. They are easily propagated by cuttings
placed in sand under a glass. There are many varieties

with insignificant flowers.

CLEMATIS.

The Virgin’s Bower does very well in the hills and
are most charming plants in a large number of varieties.
They enjoy a good light soil. Frequent watering with
liquid manure assists them in flowering very much. Pro-
pagated by layering which takes a year to root, but is
the most certain method. Cuttings do not strike readily
and seedlings are two or three years before they flower.
There are many types of Clematis, each with their varieties.
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CLITORIA.

The Butterfly Pea is a slender creeper flowering at
all times. They are easily raised from seed and may be
grown in a pot in ordinary soil. The flowers are various

in colour, both single and double, in blue, sky blue, white
and purple.

COBAEA.

C. Scandens is an ornamental creeper of large growth
with large deep purple bell-shaped flowers. The seeds are
flat and should be planted edgeways; a very small percent-
age germinates. In the plains sow in October and in the
hill stations either in October or in April-May. In the
plains they do not readily live to a second year but are
perennial in the hills. If lime and brick rubbish is mixed
with the soil, the colour of the flowers is intensified.

COMBRETUM.

These fine flowered plants are diflicult to propagate
and firm, short jointed cuttings of young shoots should
be selected for striking. They flower in the cold season
and in pruning should be thinned out. The flowers of

the wvarious varieties are all of a crimson or carmine
colour.

CORYNOSTYLIS.

These are elegant climbing shrubs, with handsome
large white flowers with five petals, the lower one being
the largest and drawn out below into a large pouch, which

is compressed on both sides, constricted in the middle and
twisted.

CYANOTIS.

The Wandering Jew is a plant of a prostrate creeping
habit, with very pretty leaves, hardy and common. They
are admirably adapted for rockeries and in the plains
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should be grown in a conservatory. They take root at
the joints as they creep along the soil.

DELIMA.

D. Sarmentosa is a handsome climbing shrub with
fragrant white flowers in loose, terminal racemes. Pro-
pagated by cuttings during the rains.

DIPLADENIA.

These are climbers of great beauty which are success-
fully grown in plant houses. They require a soil resem-
bling peat broken up with silver sand, with perfect drainage.
Propagated by cuttings. D. Amabilis bears very large
rosy crimson flowers in huge clusters; D. Ameaena is pink,
suffused rose; D. Boliviensis 1s white with a yellow throat;
D. Brearleyana, one of the best, is pink changing to
deepest crimson; and D. Carissima is a lovely large
flowered variety of a soft blush pink.

ECCREMOCARPUS.

Very elegant and beautiful slender climbers bearing
tubular flowers. They do best in a rich soil in the hills
but do not succeed in the open in the plains. They may
succeed grown in a conservatory. Propagated by seed
sown in March. E. Longiflorus has yellow flowers and
E. Scaber is scarlet or deep orange.

ECHITES.

The Savannah Flower is a light climber with fragrant
flowers. E. Caryophvllata is clove scented and has star
shaped white flowers with curiously twisted petals.
E. Rubro-venosa is a yellow flowered variety with orna-

mental foliage.
EPIPREMNUM.

E. Mirabile is very pretty trained up a tree and
resembles Monsteria.
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FICUS.

The Ivy Fig, F. Repens, is a pretty creeper with small
leaves, which attach themselves to trees or walls against
which they may be growing, after the fashion of the Ivy.
The variety F. Stipulata has larger foliage.

HEDERA.

The Ivy, H. Helix, does not generally thrive in the
plains but grows without any care in the cooler climates
of the hill stations. They do best when placed in a
northerly aspect in the plains, but do not make much

growth.

HEXACENTRIS.

A large climber which must be kept well pruned in,
as it takes up much space if allowed to grow on without
check. The flowers are borne during the cold season and
are orange red and rather pretty.

HIPTAGE.

The Creeping Chestnut, H. Madablota, is a heavy
climber with yellow and white flowers which it produces
in great profusion during the cold season. Propagated
by seed and layers.

HOYA.

The Wax plant is a most beautiful and interesting
genus, grown easily from a single leaf, with the leaf stalk
half buried in the sand, and also from cuttings. They all
require a very porous soil with a drainage of potsherds,
leaf mould, cocoanut fibre, or moss all mixed together.
They love to grow in the shade and require a bamboo
trellis to grow upon. H. Carnosa has pink flowers with
a pink crown; H. Parasatica has straw-coloured flowers
with a pink crown; H. Potsii has buff-coloured flowers;
and H. Mollis 1s white with a purple crown.
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IPOMEA.

The Ipomeas are very pretty creeping plants; some of
them are extensive climbers and cover large trees to their
tops. They are most useful for covering trellises and many
of them are very handsome. They may be grown in any
garden soil and do not require any particular treatment.
They are propagated from seed and are to be had in
various colours. I. Rubro-coerulia is one of the best
with beautiful large azure blue flowers.

; JACQUEMONTIA.

J. Violacea is a rapid growing light climber with
pretty blue flowers and thriving in a partially shaded situa-
tion in a good rich soil. Propagated by layers.

KENNEDIA.

These are bean-like climbers or prostrate plants, thriv-
ing very well up-country but not doing so well in lower
Bengal. They are rapid growers and prefer partial shade.
The seed may be sown just before the rains commence.
K. Marryate has light scarlet flowers and K. Rubicunda

i1s dark red.

LAPAGERIA.

This 1s a most beautiful creeper which is propagated
from seed. Few climbing plants are so handsome showing
a great profusion of bell-formed pendant flowers, generally
of a rose colour spotted with white. They may be grown
from baskets or rustic work or in pots with a bamboo
trellis work. They are best when planted in a well-drained
bed. It is a very important point to secure as good
drainage as possible. Their roots must be enclosed within
a space surrounded by brick tiles to within a square yard,
or they will send out suckers. In the plains they should
be grown in a plant house. They are best, however, suited
to the hills as they require to be kept cool in March, April
and May. Plenty of water must be given to them while
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growing and syringing is highly beneficial till the flowers
open. Green fly, a very common pest, must be kept in
check. L. Rosea is rosy crimson and L. Alba is white and
is a lovely variety.

LONICERA.

The Honeysuckle, L. Chinensis, is a well-known
climber bearing light-yellow flowers of an exquisite fra-
grance. It grows in any ordinary garden soil with no parti-
cular care, except to be trimmed when it goes beyond
bounds. The variety I. Caprifolium has vellow flowers
with a bluish ‘tube and will only grow in the hills. Other
varieties are L. Brachvpoda and L. Quinquelocularis.

LOPOSPERMUM.

L. Scandens is a creeper of not very extensive growth.
The seed should be sown in October, both in the hills and
the plains, and two or three plants placed in a large pot.
The flowers are large, of a pretty rose colour and of the
shape of the Foxglove. They require a light rich soil.

MANETTIA.

M. Cordifolia is a small creeper of slender growth,
requiring a small bamboo trellis work to support it, and is
very ornamental for conservatory purposes, requiring a
small amount of shade. It is propagated by division of
the roots. M. Coccinea has bright scarlet flowers with
a white tube, spotted red, and the throat closed by yellow
hairs. M. Micans has rich orange flowers.

MAURANDYA.

M. Barclayana is a very delicate looking slender
creeper with small snapdragon-like flowers of different
colours : white, lilac, violet, blue and rose coloured. It
needs a bamboo trellis work. The best time for sowing the
seed is in October, and again in February, and it will grow
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in almost any soil. It can be grown to perfection in pots
or boxes and will live for years if trimmed of decaying
foliage and protected from frost. It flowers throughout the
year.

MELODINUS.

M. Monogynus is rather a large climber with white
fragrant flowers in crowded terminal panicles. It bears
fruit the size of an apple. Propagated by seed or cuttings
put down during the rains.

MINALOBATA.

Ipomea Versicolour is a lovely climber, which is sown
as an annual in India, flowering well the first year, although
a perennial. The flowers are produced in quite a different
form to the genus; they are in sprays like bells, crimson
when first opening, then changiag to yellow. In the plains

sow in June and again in October and in the hills in

Spring.

MYRISPHYLLUM.

A lovely little climber with beautiful spray-like
branchlets used in the composition of wreaths and bouquets,
etc. The flowers are inconspicuous but are scented.
Propagated by seed or by division and is best in partial
shade.

NEPENTHES.

There are many varieties of the Pitcher plant, as
beautiful as they are curious. Their leaves are curiously
formed with a tendril at the end bearing the pitcher, in
some varieties coloured most gorgeously. They thrive in
a slightly shaded situation, in a well-drained moist soil.
Propagated by cuttings, layers and seed. The flowers of
all the varieties are insignificant; their beauty consists in
their leaves and pitchers. They require a close humid
atmosphere and a light rich soil.



44 THE INDIAN AMATEUR GARDENER.

PASSIFLORA.

The Passion flowers are a most extensive and beautiful
genus of climbing plants. They bear tendrils to support
and assist them in climbing. They are all propagated by
cuttings and layers. In hill stations they require to be
protected In a glass conservatory during the winter.
P. Cerulea 1s a common variety but one of the prettiest. It
flowers during the rains; calyx and petals pale greenish
white, rays purple, white in the middle and blue at the
ends. P. Alata has fragrant crimson flowers variegated with
white and purple; P. Coccinea is scarlet; P. Kermesiné
with carmine crimson flowers, appearing in the shade
throughout the hot and rainy season; P. Laurifolia with
large blue fragrant flowers; P. Princeps with handsome
scarlet flowers, and P. Heterophvlla with exquisite yellow
and crimson flowers. The edible variety, P. Edulis, thrives
and fruits in the hills.

PERGULARIA.

The Cowslip creeper, P. Odoratissima, is a slender
plant bearing flowers of a dull greenish yellow colour of
a most delightful fragrance. They are small and are borne
in clusters and are hidden among the leaves. It will grow
in any good garden soil and is propagated by layers or
from seed which it bears during the cold season.

PETREA.

The Purple Wreath, P. Volubilis, is a rather stiff
creeper, but is a most lovely object when in bloom covered
with its azure blue clusters of star-formed blossoms, in
perfect wreaths almost draping the whole plant in colour,
curing the cold months. Propagated by layers or from
suckers.

PHASEOLUS.
The Greek creeper, P. Caraculla, has a most peculiar
flower, purplish rosy white and yellow mixed, having some



BEAUTIFUIL. CLIMBING PLANTS g
G PLANTS. 45

resemblance to a snail. The flowers are sweetly scented.
They are raised from seed during the rains but frequently
die off during the cold season. They should be grown in
a large, well-drained pot and should be cut in at the
approach of the cold season. P. Lobatus has yellow flowers
and P. Semi-ervectus 1s greenish, tinged purple.

PHILODENDRON.

These are epiphytal climbers with ornamental foliage
and are easily grown in grass conservatories. They are
easily propagated by division of the stems, which take root
as they creep along the ground. They are cultivated in
the same way as Anthuriums.

PORANA.

The Bridal Bouquet, P. Paniculata, 1s a heavy climber
with white, sweet-scented flowers which are borne most
profusely in large panicles. Propagated by layers and
cuttings.

POTHOS.

These are epiphytal climbers propagating themselves
from wherever the stems meet the soil. The foliage is
ornamental antl they are useful for covering the trunks of
trees and walls. P. Argenteus has green leaves splashed
with silvery grey; P. Argyreus has silvery grey foliage
and P. Aureus has golden yellow foliage.

QUISQUALIS.

The Rangoon creeper is a heavy climber bearing very
effectively coloured flowers during the hot season and the
rains. The flowers are white the first day and fade to red
the next. Should be cut down during the cold season.
Propagated by layers and cuttings.

RHYNCOSPERMUM.
R. Jasminoides is a small creeper bearing pretty fra-
grant white flowers, the corollas of which are twisted. A
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choice plant which in the hills is almost always in flower,

except in the depth of winter.

SMILAX.

This is a large genus but only a few are eligible for
the garden. Some of them are highly ornamental. Most
of them are creepers, and those with ornamental and
variegated leaves are grown for their foliage. A sandy

loam suits them best.

SOLANUM.

The Potato creeper is a slender climber suitable for
growing in a conservatory or other shaded situation.
S. Wendlandii has flowers of a lilac blue colour, in clusters
from the ends of the branches, which last a long time in
perfection. A light rich soil suits it. S. Jasminoides is
quite jasmin-like with clusters of sweet scented jasmin-like
flowers of a waxy white. S. Seaforthianum has clusters
of blue flowers. They are propagated by cuttings.

STEPHANOTIS.

The Creeping Tuberose, S. Floribunda, is a choice,
beautiful and ever popular creeper, well known and culti-
vated in India. The flowers are of the purest white, very
fragrant and borne freely in large bunches of most exqui-
site waxy, tubular form. The drainage should be carefully
attended to in the pots the plants are grown in or they
are liable to die off suddenly in the rains. The compost
should be light and manured with leaf mould chiefly. They
are best grown in the conservatory. In the hills they
~annot be grown in open beds. They are propagated by
cuttings which are put down in sand in the rains and
covered with a hand glass. By March they become well
rooted and may be transferred to separate pots and trained
to a trellis. They begin to grow in the Spring in the plains.
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TECOMA.

These are splendid creepers with beautiful]y cut foliage.
They can be propagated by cuttings and layers. T. Radicans
i1s a handsome plant with orange scarlet flowers in large
corymbs. Its branches take root wherever it touches the
ground.  T. Grandiflora has brick red flowers and
T. Jasminoides is white with a red throat.

THUNBERGIA.

~ Very pretty climbing plants which require a trellis, or
they may be grown in hanging baskets. The seed should
be sown in October in the plains and in the Spring in hill
stations. 7. Grandiflora is a very extensive creeper with
large pale blue flowers. T. Alba has white flowers exactly
the same size and shape as Thunbergia. T. Fragrans is
a small creeper bearing at all seasons fragrant white
flowers. T'. Alata is buff with a purple throat. 7. Coccinea
is scarlet and 7. Awrantiaca is orange with a purple eye,

TROPAEOLUM.

These are beautiful plants, very graceful when trained
over a globe-shaped trellis. Three or four tubers should
be placed in a pot and the compost used should be equal
parts of leaf mould, loam and sand. The plants will not
succeed in the plains. Water sparingly till they have
formed roots and the pots should be well drained. The
bulbs should not be disturbed when the plants are
growing. Grown over pillars and rafters in a green house
they are most attractive. They require to be somewhat
protected from the heavy rain of the monsoons and extreme
cold in the winter. T. Azureum is a splendid azure blue;
Tricolorum is yellow, scarlet and black; Jaritti is scarlet,
orange and black; Polyphyllum is in long trusses of yellow,
and the Canary Bird flower, T. Peregrinum, has elegant
fringed-like pale yellow flowers.
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UVARIA.
U. Odorata is a shrubby climber, flowering in the
rains, with sweet scented yellowish flowers. Propagated

by cuttings.

VALLARIS.

V. Hyneana is a shrubby climber, flowering in the
hot season, with sweet scented greenish white flowers.

Propagated by cuttings.

WISTARIA. :

W. Chinensis is a truly lovely plant and is beautiful
trained up the wall of a house, but when cut back can
be made to form a bush. Though not suitable to Bengul,
it flourishes up-country, especially in the hills, where it
flowers in a leafless state in great profusion in the spring,
with huge bunches of lovely delicate lavender purple
flowers quite covering the plants. V. Japonica has white
flowers in large racemes. [V, Chinensis does not like a

calcareous soil.



Chapter Ffour.

PALMS.

ARENGA.

SACCHARIFERA is a handsome palm with

its fine dark green plume-like leaves. Econo-
a mically it is a very useful plant; the pith is
used for making sago and the juice for
making sugar. There are two other varieties, Obtusifolia
and Wightii, which are only slightly different from
Saccharifera.

ARECA.

These are very pretty palms and make handsome indoor
decoration. There are two species, Olerace@ and Catechu,
the Betel Nut, both forming lovely ornaments in any
garden. Propagated from seed in any good soil.

ASTROCARYUM.

These are ornamental palms. 4. Argenteum has its
leaves arching and covered with a white scurf, giving
the plant a silvery appearance. A. Filare is a slender
plant and should be grown in a conservatory.

CALAMUS.

Generally these are too large for the garden, but when
young they do admirably for house decoration. They grow
very slowly. Some of them are useful and beautiful as

4
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specimens on large lawns and the smaller species will da

for the conservatory.

CARLUDOVICA.

These are low growing plants of a very ornamental
character and arc splendid for sub-tropical gardening.
They are easily grown and are propagated from seed.
The following are varieties, Adtrovirens, Drudei, Ensi-

formis, Humilis, Palmata, Rotundifolia and Wallisii.

CARYOTA.
There are about a dozen species of the Fish tail palm.
C. Cumingiu 1s one of the best. Other varieties are

Maxima, Rumphiana, Sobolifera and Urens,

CEROXYLON.
These are handsome palms of South America and
require the shelter of a grass conservatory and probably
more shade than most palms. . Andicola is the Wax

palm of New Grenada.

CHAMAEDOREA.

Very handsome palms, chiefly natives of South
America and Mexico, and there are several varieties that
can be grown successfully in this country. They are mostly
all slender dwarf species and very beautiful. €. Desmon-
coioides assumes a climbing habit after attaining a certain
height. C. Elegans, Formosa, Sartorii and Wendlandi are

some of the best varieties.

CHAMAEROPS.

These are handsome palms of a dwarf nature and are
propagated by offsets or by seed and are best grown in a
strong loam, a little sand and leaf mould. The best are
C. Hunulis, Macrocarpa, Maritima and Fortunei.
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COCOS.

These in their native habitats grow to large and majestic
proportions. To this genus belong the Cocoanuts. There
are several varieties, but the best are C. Plumosa, highly
ornamental with edible fruits, the size of acorns : C. 4 us-
tralis, C. Schizophylla, a dwarf variety, and C. Weddeliana,
probably the handsomest variety.

CORYPHA.

These are fan palms and rather ornamental in a full
grown state. C. Umbraculifera has large leaves forming
a complete circle. C. Australis and C. Gebanga are other
varieties.

DESMONCUS.

A genus of very ornamental palms, with leaves pinnate
and prickly with long ascending slender stems. When
young they are at their best for table decoration and when
older they may be trained over a pillar or rafter of the
conservatory.

DIPLOTHEMIUM.

These are noble palms, almost stemless, admirably
adapted to pot culture. The compost best suited to them
is a turfy loam, chopped cocoanut fibre, sand, charcoal and
pieces of mortar. Propagated by seed. D. Maratimum

and D. Candescens are varieties in cultivation.

DRYMOPHLOEUS.

A genus of about a dozen palms which are unarmed,
with slender ringed trunks. D. Liveformis is so called on

account of its olive-shaped fruit and D. Singaporensis is
of a drooping habit.

EUTERPE.

These are natives of America and the West Indian
Islands. Their leaves fall off completely leaving a clean



52 THE INDIAN AMATEUR GARDENER.

stem up to the base of the next leaf. They require a
rich loamy soil to be grown to perfection.

GEONOMA.

These are handsome palms of a dwarf habit, with
slender smooth stems. They may be grown successfully
in a grass house, and in a young state are especially
adapted to table decoration. They must be grown in shade
and be watered copiously. G. Elegans is of slender habit
and G. Gracilis is a graceful species with arching leaves.
G. Princeps, Pumila, Schottiana and Undata are other ,
ornamental species.

HEDYSCAPE.

H. Canterburyana is a tall slow growing palm and
rather ornamental.

HYOPHORBE.

These palms are natives of Bourbon and Mauritius
Islands, and are of most handsome growth. The flowers
are white and the berries are olive shaped. H. 4 mavicaulis,
Indica and Verschaffeltii are the best known species.

KENTIA.

A handsome genus of palms, requiring plenty of pot
room and water. In appearance they are much like Arecas
and make beautiful indoor decoration. K. Belmoreana,
Australis, Macarthurii, Robusta and Wendlandiana are
amongst the prettiest species.

KORTHALSIA.

These are closely allied to Calamus and are natives of
the Malayan Archipelago and New Guinea. K. Jun-
ghuhnii has long stalked leaves ending in a tendril-like
shoot; K. Scapigera is armed with short spines and the
young leaves are covered with white hairs.
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LANTANIA.

These are fan-shaped palms, natives of the Mauritius
Islands. They are rather difficult to grow in India, and
are propagated by seed. L. Commersonii has gracefully
incised and curved leaves, the segments of which are
margined with a chocolate coloured band and edged with
fine spines. The stem is smooth and slender. Other species
well worth growing are Awurea, Bourbonica, Glaucophylla,
Loddigesii and Verschaffeltii.

LICULA.

These are handsome palms with fan-shaped leaves
and prickly stalks. They are all of easy cultivation and
most useful for the decoration of grass conservatories.
L. Prichardia is the handsomest and most choice of them all.
Other fine varieties are Peltata and Rumphii.

LIVISTONA.

L. Mauritiana is a handsome palm when young and
grown in a pot; L. Australis has dark green leaves, much
plaited and divided at the edges; and L. Rotundifolia is
another most handsome species with circular, rather
erect leaves.

MARTINEZIA.

M. Granatensis, Ervosa and Caryotefolia are about the
best. They are armed all over the stems, leaf stalks, and
in most cases the leaves, with long spines. They are very

handsome grown in a grass conservatory.

OREODOXA.

Ornamental palms much used for table and indoor
decoration. 0. Olearacea has arched leaves, drooping
gracefully. O. Regia, the Royal palm, is very handsome
and ornamental.
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PHOENIX.

These are the Date palms and are grown easily from
seed. They are handsome for pot decoration. P. Dacty-
fifera is the Date Palm and P. Sylvestris is the Sugar
Palm. P. Rupicola is the Common Date of this country.

PINANGA.

These are probably our handsomest palms, and are
propagated from seed. The finest are P. Maculata, has its
leaves spotted on the upper surface with dark green;
P. Spectabilis, Veitchii, Sanderiana, Putula and Malaiana.,

PRITCHARDIA.

These include some of the handsomest palms grown.
They thrive well in India. Like all palms, they require
careful watering, and lots of it during the hot months.
The best are P. Grandis, Pacifica, Pericularum and

Vuylslekiana.

PRYCHOSPERMA.
A genus of unarmed palms which are very handsome,
requiring lots of water during the hot weather. P. Alba,

Alexandrce and Seemanii are fine species.

RAPHIS.
These are very pretty, more cane-like than palm-like,
and are suited to the conservatory. R. Flabbeliformis is
the fan-leaved ground rattan cane of China. There is a

variegated variety of this with the leaves striped with white.
R. Humilis is low growing but otherwise much like
Flabbeliformis.

STEVENSONIA.

S. Grandifolia is an exceedingly handsome palm and
is one of the handsomest cultivated. It is stemless and
from its base start the stalks, which are coppery and armed
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with black spines, more so when young. The leaves are

of a cinnamon brown colour. It succeeds well in the plains

In grass conservatories, in a moist atmosphere. It is best
grown in turfy loam, sand and leaf mould
propagated from seed.

and- is

THRINAX.

The genus includes some very handsome species which
differ much in general appearance. They are propagated
from seed which should be sown fresh. The best of these
palms are T. Argentea, Excelsa, Elegans, Gracilis and
Parvifolia,

WALLICHEA.
These are handsome palms suitable for pot culture and
doing well in a grass conservatory. . Caryotoides and

Densiflora are the finest.
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Chapter Ffive,

BULBOUS AND TUBEROUS ROOTED
PLANTS.

" ACHIMENES.
Nat. Order Gesneraceae.

HESE are beautiful plants most easily grown, and
there is a large variety of most lovely colours to
choose from. They grow prettily in wire baskets,
and as they are also suited to grow in pots they

make a most desirable room decoration.

Achimenes are propagated by division of the tubers,
and as these are easily injured by rough handling, they
must be very carefully sown. The pots or pans they are
grown in should be shallow and well drained, and the soil
an open one, composed of sand, good garden soil and

leaf mould with some cocoanut fibre mixed with it.

They may be started into growth by watering about
March in the plains and April in the hills. The applica-
tion of liquid manure during the period of growth is of

great benefit.

After the flowering period, which will be towards the
end of the rains, and the plants have died off the tubers
should be taken up and stored away on a dry shelf. Some
gardeners prefer leaving the tubers in their pots till the
following season.
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In the hills if early results are desired the tubers may
be started into growth as early as February or March by
plunging the pots into a hot bed.

AGAPANTHUS.
Nat. Order Hemerocallidaceae.

The flowers of most of the varieties of this African Lily
are blue or white and extremely handsome. In the plains
it is more suited for the conservatory, and unless it has an
abundance of air, light, shade and moisture the flower
will not have the beautiful colour which characterizes it.
The plant should be re-potted in February in a mixture of
rich garden soil and leaf mould with a little well rotted
cow-dung, and allowed to remain till it begins to grow
freely. It should then be plentifully supplied with water.
Towards the end of May the pots should be stood in pans
of water.

The Agapanthus should flower in April or May, sending
up a flower stalk of two or three feet in height, producing
umbels of extremely beautiful, intensely bright blue or

white flowers, which blow in succession.

When the plants have finished flowering they should
be gradually dried up by withholding water, and when
the bulbs have dried sufficiently and the fibrous roots cut
off they may be divided up for the following year’s planting.
The pots used for growing this plant must be very large
and very good results have been obtained by growing them
in the open border.

They may be propagated by seeds as well by sowing
them in pots plunged in hot beds in October in the plains;
or in the same way in hill stations, but sown as soon as
the seed can be obtained fresh.
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AGLAONEMA.
Nat. Order Aroideae.

These plants are allied to the Arum and must be
treated in the same manner, but in grass conservatories,
in a compost of leaf mould, old mortar, crocks, sand and
loam. In the hills they will require the protection of a
glass conservatory. They are propagated by division and
cuttings inserted in sand under a hand-glass.

ALLIUM.
Nat. Order Liliaceae.
These are very pretty bulbous plants, easily grown in
a light soil in the hills and North West Provinces. They
require good drainage. Plant in October, and in the hills
in November and close of February or March. There are
many varieties, among them being Allium giganteum, a
remarkable plant, the flowers being borne in huge globose
heads, three to four inches in diameter, of a bright rose

purple colour.

ALPINIA.
Nat. Order Zingiberaceae.

A large genus of handsome foliage plants, easily pro-
pagated in the plains by division of the roots, which are
fleshy, branched and having the taste of ginger. They
require a very rich light soil and copious watering. Fre-
quent watering with liquid manure is beneficial to them
when in growth. If well cultivated they bear flowers and
require lots of pot room. When they have done flowering

during the cold season they should be allowed to rest.
ALSTROMERIA.
Nat. Order Amaryllidaceae.

A most curious genus of plants, their leaves taking
a twist near their stalk. Their roots differ in different

varieties ; some are fibrous, while others are bulbous.
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The tubers should be placed in rich sand and loam
and watered freely. They should be grown in large sized
pots in light rich soil in partial shade, and allowed to die
down after flowering by lessening their water supply.

These plants will grow in the plains but succeed much
better in the hills in this country. Frame varieties are
much more likely to give good results in the plains and
do well in hill stations.

The tuberous rooted hardy kinds should be planted six
inches deep in a light well drained loamy soil. The frame
varieties require much the same treatment and should be
freely watered, but the supply should be diminished during
the resting period.

The difficulty is to get these bulbs in proper time for
the plains, as they should be put down in October, and
are not ready in Holland till August. The only way is to
put them down as soon as received, either in the plains or
hills, and if they do not flower in the first year, they will
the following season.

X

AMARYLLIS.
Nat. Order Amaryllidaceae.

These are very pretty flowers, of large size, borne on
a scape of from one and a half to two and a half feet in
height. There i1s a large variety of them, all of which
are easily cultivated, and with good management a suc-
cession of bloom may be kept up throughout the season.
The flowers are trumpet or bell-shaped and lily-like and
their colours range from the richest crimson, through a
variety of stripes, to pure white.

Grown in pots or tubs, they do well with a light soil
and good drainage. Two parts light rich soil and one
part leaf mould suits them well. From the time they start
into growth they should be copiously supplied with water,
and when they have done flowering, this should be withheld.
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After the leaves have died down, the bulbs should
be left in their pots till the following January, when they
should be taken up, divided and re-potted afresh. When
planting the offsets, half the bulb or a little less should
be left out of the soil. In the hills Match or April is
the time to plant.

ANEMONE CORONARIA.
Nat. Order Ranunculaceae.

The Ilorist’s anemone is a charming plant, of small
growth, bearing exquisitely pretty cup-shaped flowers, both
single and double, of numerous colours. The seeds may
be sown at the approach of the cold season in the plains,
and in the early Spring in hill stations. Tubers may also
be imported and should be planted in October in the plains
and in the hills in January or February.

Both tubers and plants grown from seed wear out and
must be freely supplied with liquid manure. They should
be grown in a light rich soil mixed with leaf mould. The
seeds should be sown about an inch deep, and if tubers
are planted, a little silver sand should be put in under
the bulb, to prevent rot. Water should scarcely be applied
until the bulbs have well sprouted. The soil should be
well drained and the application of liquid manure will prove
beneficial. In selecting tubers for planting, pick moderate
sized and plump ones, as the larger sized ones are generally
hollow.

A perfect flower should have its petals start away
from the centre nearly flat, and then turn up at the ends,
so as to be the shape of a cup; the different colours
should be distinct and clearly defined. The double varieties
are the finest, but there are some single ones exceedingly
beautiful.

Seeds should be procured as fresh as they can be got,
and sown as soon as received, for they will not stand ex-
posure in this climate.
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There is a caterpillar that does great havoc among
these plants. Examine the plants every day and destroy
all insects found.

ANTHERICUM.
Nat. Order Liliaceae.
These include the St. Bernard's Lily, 4. Liliago, and
the St. Bruno’s Lily, A. Liliastrum. All are of easy
culture and make pretty plants when well grown.

BABIANA.
Nat. Order Iridaceae.

Dwarf bulbous plants, of a numerous genus, natives
of the Cape of Good Hope, bearing flowers of great
beauty. They are not suited to the plains of India, though
they do very well in hill localities. They enjoy a sandy
soil mixed with peat and are of easy cultivation and free
flowering. Like all bulbous plants it requires the pot it
1s grown in to be well drained. Plant in Spring in pots,
and later on, if desired, they may be removed to the open
border.

BEAUCARNIA.
Nat. Order Liliaceae.

Very graceful plants, with leaves narrow and droop-
ing. The stems are slender with a curious swelling at
the base. They require a light soil and good drainage,
with a plentiful supply of water during the growing
season. Propagated by seed or by cuttings.

BEGONIA.
Nat. Order Bigoniaceae.
Elephant’s ear. A very extensive genus of plants,
having in many cases unique, beautiful and curious foliage.

They are as a rule compact dwarf plants very useful for
pot culture and decoration.
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They have been divided into four sections; the Tuber-
ous rooted or flowering section, the Rex or herbaceous
section, the Shrubby section and the Discolour Rex section.

Begonias require a shaded position and are best grown
in a conservatory, and a moist atmosphere appears to suit
them best. Good drainage must be ensured and a most
suitable compust is made up of two parts of good garden
soil, two parts of decayed cow-dung, two parts of coarse
sand, one part of cocoanut fibre refuse and one part com-
posed of bricks, broken very small. To ensure that the
pots are well drained, after having laid a good layer of
crocks, place some pieces of charcoal above it.

The flowering section do well in the hill stations of
India and have also been grown with success on the plains.
They must be protected from rain under the shelter of a
verandah and flower in the hills during June, July and

August.

The tubers should be received in the plains in Sep-
tember and planted as soon as received. In hill stations
the best time to obtain them is just at the close of the cold
season, the pots being plunged in a hot bed. The tubers
are much like a potato, but hairy with small roots. Out
of these will start small red buds. The tuber should be
planted with the bud just out of the soil and watered very

lightly.

They are easily raised from seed; the bulbs, however,
will not flower till the second year. The seed is very
fine and when sown on the surface of a good sandy com-
post enriched with leaf mould, must be covered with a
pane of glass and kept in a dark room till the seed germin-
ates. The plants must be pricked out when quite small
and planted two or three inches apart in a large pot.
As they grow each plant must be potted off singly. In
the hills seed should be sown in April; this method of

propagation does not succeed on the plains.
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Nowadays there are many firms which specialise in
Begonias and some splendid strains can be had therefrom.
The colours are most beautiful, dazzling and delicate, of
immense size and of most perfect form.

The Rex section is easily propagated in silver sand
from a well matured leaf. Take a shallow pan with good
drainage and fill with silver sand with some powdered
charcoal mixed. Take off a well matured leaf with about
three inches of stalk and insert the stalk in the sand; then
peg down the leaf so as to have its lower surface in con-
tact at every point with the sand and then divide every one
of the central veins of the leaf with a knife. At these
incisions young roots will form and plants spring up.

The remaining two sections are not so much met with
in gardens. The Discolour Rex varieties, when well grown,
attain a height of one and a half to two feet. Their
foliage is much smaller and not so well marked as that of
the Rex section.

CANNA.

Commonly known as Indian shot in reference to the
sced which are round, hard and black, and of the size of
small peas resembling shot.

A most useful plant for general purposes. The foliage
is highly ornamental and tropical and this with the large
and beautiful heads of, in many cases, the most vivid
coloured flowers, is a decided addition to our gardens and
holds a front rank as a bedding plant.

The cultivation of the Canna is simple. It is a gross
feeder and no soil can be too rich for it. An open situa-
tion should be selected and the soil dug to the depth of
two feet, well enriching it with manure. The roots should
be planted rather deep about two feet apart. Water
sparingly at first, but when the shoots begin to grow give
copious waterings.
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They can be planted in round beds or borders but are
also very effective when grown in large pots or wooden
tubs. The flower spikes after they fade, should be cut down
to the ground and new shoots will rapidly take their place.
Frequent doses of liquid manure while the plants are
growing will be found beneficial. They can be transplanted
at almost any time of the year, but the best time is about
two or three weeks before the rains.

In the hills they begin to flower in May and June and
go on doing so till the cold sets in. The plants should
then be allowed to die down gradually by withholding
water and the roots stored away till March, keeping them
moderately moist.

The commonest method of propagation is usually by
division of roots. New varieties are raised from selected
seed, but these should be soaked in hot water to soften
them, before sowing.

Black Knight.—Rich velvety maroon, bronzy green
foliage.

Carl Haussman.—Orange terra-cotta.

Coquetie.—Tomato red, a beautiful colour.

Duke of Connaught.—Vermilion scarlet.

Entente Cordiale.—Old rose.

Eureka.—Orange terra-cotta.

Flambeau.—Orange scarlet.

Fleur de Iys.—Pale carmine pink, bronzy green foliage.

Gaekwar of Baroda.—Yellow heavily spotted with
crimson.

Golden Glory.—ILemon yellow.

Heclor Grassler.—Orange changing to salmon pink.
Ivory Child.—Creamy white.

Lord Reading.—Crimson scarlet, large flowers.

Madame Jules Galban.—Deep orange, aark leaves.
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Madame Nichas.—Deep tango.
Orange King.—Golden orange.

Oriental.—Yellow spotted deep pink, ends of petals
tipped deep pink.

Sunset.—Orange terra-cotta.

Vanguard.—Carmine red, centre pale yellow spotted
red.

Vesuvius.—Scarlet.

CALLIPSYCHE.
Nat. Order Amaryllidaceae.

These ornamental bulbous plants, which require to be
grown in shade in a compost of sandy loam and leaf mould.
are only successful in the hills. The name is derived from
Kallos, a beauty, and Psyche, a butterfly, alludes to the
flowers. They are propagated from seed, and when in a
growing state, from offsets. They require plenty of water
while growing and should be kept moderately dry in winter,
though the foliage should die down.

CALOCHORTUS.
Nat. Order Liliaceae.

These are very handsome bulbous plants, suitable for
growing in the hills. They should be planted in a frame
in February. As they require a good depth of soil and
not too much moisture, they should not be grown in the
open ground. Their cultivation is attended with difficulty,
as nothing is more prejudicial than to receive their bulbs
in a dry state, and this is not quite possible with imported

bulbs.
CHINODOXA.

Nat. Order Liliaceae.

A small bulbous plant suitable to hill gardens. Plant
the bulbs in October in pots in light soil, and do not
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divide the bulbs. They flower better in this way, and
do best under a hand-glass or frame. Although it is

best to plant bulbs, they can be propagated by division
or seed.

CONVALLARIA.
Nat. Order Liliaceae.

The Lily of the Valley, so well known to most English
gardens, is difficult to grow except under a hand-glass in
the hills, or in a glass conservatory, as at the time it
comes into flower the atmosphere is too dry for it.

On receiving the clumps they should be planted at
once in a light soil, lightly placed about the roots, and
they should then be forced on with a little bottom heat.

CRINUM.
Nat. Order Amaryllidaceae.

There are a great many varieties of this genus of
bulbous plants, many of them being much alike. A few
of them look well in gardens. Most of the varieties have
leaves over a foot and a half or two feet long; some have
even larger leaves, but they are narrower. Propagated
by division.

CROCUS.
Nat. Order Iridaceae.
In the hills these may be planted successfully, 1n
beds in almost any situation. They should not be

planted more than an inch and a half to two inches apart,
and in rows of different colours look exceedingly pretty.
There are many colours to select from—white, vellow,
purple, blue and red. They should be put down three at
a time in the soil, and when the foliage has died down
after flowering, the bulbs must be taken up again before
the rains set in, to avoid rotting.
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CYANELLA.
Nat. Order Liliaceae.

These are pretty little bulbous plants which bear
various coloured flowers.  They should be planted in
October and watered sparingly till they begin to sprout.
They are of very easy culture and if grown in the ground
should be planted about four inches apart.

CYRTANTHUS.
Nat. Order Amaryllidaceae.

Very handsome bulbous plants which thrive in light,
rich loamy soil, and do better in a grass conservatory than
in the open,