


Jaisalmir the Western State of Rajputana is situated in the Indian desert, but the portion of it which contains the capital, is a [’rocky oasis in
the sea of sand around, of interest to the Geologist, in parts fertile, and having within it, good sized lakes and extensive grassy plains. Two of the
largest lakes, locally termed Rliarins, those at Bhuj and Mohar, are to be seen in the photographs. Approaching Jaisalmir from the S. E. and the 
nearest Railway Station at Pachbhadra (110 miles distant), the sandy district of Mallani belonging to Marwar, is passed through and a typical village 
of these parts, by name Sawao, is among the pictures in the book. A t Ola, a border village of Jaisalmir, are seen, in a field, a number of highly carved 
memorial pillars termed “ Gcedhans” set up by Paliwal Brahmans in commemoration of a funeral feast given in memory of a marriage party here 
set upon and massacred by Robbers.

The State of Jaisalmir as it now exists has an area of 16,062 square miles, a population of 115,701 and a revenue of 125,000 giving a density of
only 7'2 to the square mile and a taxation of but a little over 1 per head in the year.

The ruling family of Jadau-Bhati Rajputs dates back to the misty past, they forsook their former capital at Ludarwa for the present one at 
Jaisalmir, 8 miles away, in 1156 when Jesal the then chief, erected the present Fort and town.

The town of Jaisalmir including the Fort contains 6,161 houses (of which 3,364 are unoccupied) and 10,509 inhabitants. The Brahmans number 
more than any other caste viz. 2,342, the Mahajans number 2,006, and Musalmans 1,687. The Rajputs are only 649. In all the 3 above mentioned Hindu 
castes, the females outnumber the males especially so in the case of Rajputs.

The Fort which contains the Maha Rawal’s chief palace is built on a hill, the base of which is pitched with cut sand stone. On the battlements 
are seen, ready for use in case of assault, large stone missiles. The Fort contains 781 houses of which only 345 are now occupied by 1,238 persons of 
whom by far the great number are Brahmans. Hazuris or attendants are next in number. There are 6 or 7 drinking wells within the Fort.

Jaisalmir is famous for the excellent specimens of stone carving seen in the palaces, temples and houses of the wealthy such as those of Mehta 
Nathmal and Mehta Salim Singh (Ajit Singh his grandson) former ministers and the very large house of the well known Patwa family, who have busi
ness relations with many parts of India. The Gurhisar-Talao close to the town is the chief source of water supply, the photographs show it when 
nearly dry in 1891, and again when almost full in 1892. Bara-bagh, where the cenotaphs of the chiefs are erected, is about 3 miles to the N. W. of the 
town, the most ancient of these monuments is over 900 years old. The Amarsagar gardens which supply the town with vegetables, and where there is a 
small Talao is some 2 miles to the West of Jaisalmir.

Returning from Jaisalmir towards Jcdhpore tbe capital of the adjoining State of Marwar, the Jaisalmir village of Lathee having a Fort and noted 
for an outcrop of silicified wood, is passed, and further east, Pokaran, the head quarters of the Thakar who is premier noble of Marwar, is reached, photo

graphs of it complete this volume.
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Thakur Sangi Dan, His Highness the Maharawal, PLrohit Akheraj, Mehta Ratan Lai,
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