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An E X T R A C T  ,aof a

L E T T E R
Written to Mr. H. O.

F R O  A.t

Monfieur D e  M o n c e a u i  

THE Y O U N G E R ,

Giving a Chdrafter of the iBOOi^ 
hereEnglifhed,<«idits A uth o r .

V irtue lometimes is no lels 
interefled than Affedi- 
o n : Both, Sir, are glad 

to receive from time to time 
pledges mutually anfwering for 
thole that have united them- 
felves in a d o le  correfpondence. 
Yours indeed Ihould demand o f 
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'» An ExtraSi of a Letter
» *

me (itch , as might be a fecurity 
to you for the advance you have 
been pleafed to make me o f your 
Friendihip. But fince at prelent 
I have nothing worth prelenting 
you with j and yet am unwilling 
to give you any leifure to be dif­
fident o f m y tealnefs, or to re­
pent for having fo eafily given 
me a fhare in your efteem, I here 
fend you a Relation of In d o s t a n , 

in which you w ill find luch con- 
fiderable Occurrences, as w ill  
make you confefs, I could not 
convey to you a more acceptable 
Prefent, and thatMonfieur Ber­
nier , w ho hath written i t , is a 
very Gallant M a n , and o f  a 
mould, I w ifh all Travellers were 
made of. We ordinarily travel 
more out o f  UnfettkdneJ? than Lu-

rlofity,



riofity, with a defign to fee T  owns 
and Countries rather than to 
know their Inhabitants and Pro­
ductions j and we (lay not long 
enough in a p lace, to inform 
our lelves w ell o f the Govern­
ment, Policy, Interefts and Man­
ners of its People. Monfieur 
Bernier, after he had benefited 
himfelf for the fpace of many 
years by the converfe o f the fa­
mous Gajfendi, Teen him expire 
in his arms, fucceeded him in 
his Knowledge, and inherited his 
Opinions and Dilcoveries,embar- 
qued for /Egypt, flay’d above a 
whole year at Cairo, and then 
took the occafion of fome Indian 
Veflels, that Trade in the Ports 
of the lied Sea, to pafs to Suratte < 
and after T w elv e  years abode at 
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the Court o f the G reat  M o g o l , 
is at laft come to feek his reft in 
his native Countrey, there to give 
an Accompt of his Oblervations 
and Difcoveries, and to poure 
out into the bofom of France, 
what he had amaffed in India.

Sir, I fhall fay nothing to you 
o f his Adventures, which you 
w ill find in the Relations that 
are to follow hereafter, which 
he abandons to the greedinefs o f  
the Curious, who prefer their 
iatisfa£tion to his quiet, and do 
already perlecute .him to have 
the Tequel o f this Hiftory. Nei- 
thet fhall I mention to you the 
hazards he did run, by being in 
the" Neighbourhood o f Mecca ■ 
nor o f his prudent Conduct, 
which made him merit the

efteem



efteem of his Generous Fa%elkan} 
who fince is become the firft 
Minifter o f  that Great Empire, 
whom he taught the principal 
Languages o f Europe, after he 
hadTranflated for him the whole 
Philofophy o f Gajfendi in Latin, 
and whole leave he could not 
obtain to go hom e, ’till he had 
got for him a feled: number o f 
our beft European Books, thereby 
to iuppjy the lols he fhould 
iuffer of his Perfon. This, at 
lealt, I can allure you of, that 
never a Traveller went from 
home more capable to oblerve, 
nor hath written with more 
knowledge, candour, and inte­
grity 5 that I knew him at Conjian̂ - 
tinople, and in fome Towns o f  
Greecê  o f lo excellent a Conduft, 
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that I propoled him to my felf 
for a Pattern in the Delign I then 
had, to carry my Curionty as far 
as the place where the Sun rileth; 
that I have often drowned in the 
fweetnels of his entertainment 
the bittemelfes, which elfe I 
mull have fwallowed all alone, 
in luch irkfome and unpleafant 
paifages, as are thofe of Afia.

Sir , You w ill do me a plea- 
lure to let me know the lend— 
m ent, your Illuftrious S o c i e t y  

hath of this Piece. Their A p­
probation begets much emulation 
among the Intelligent, w ho all 
have no other Ambition than to 
pleafe them. I my felf mull 
avow  to y o u , that if I thought 
1 could merit fo much, Ifhould 
not fo ftiffiy oppofe, as I do, the

Publi-



Publication o f  the Obfervations 
and Notes I have made in the 
Levant. I fhould fuffer my 
Friends to take them out of my 
Cabinet, where, from the flight 
value I have for them , they are 
like to lye imprifoned, except 
the K in g  m y M ailer, by whole 
Order I undertook thole Voyages, 
fhould abfolutely command me 
to let them at liberty, and to 
let them take their courle in 
the world. Mean tim e, S ir , 
you w ill oblige m e, to allure 
thofe G r e a t  M e n , who this 
day compofe the moll knowing 
Company on Earth, o f the V e ­
neration I have for the Oracles 
that come from their Mouth, 
and that 1 prefer their Lyceum 
before that o f  Athens • and laflly,

that



Art Extraft of a Letter, <&c. 

that of all their Admirers there 
is none, that hath a greater Con­
cern for their G lo ry , than

'"1670.l6’ mqnceaux.
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L 3

The H e a d s  o f the Principal 
Contents o f this H i s t o r y :

Added by the English Interpreter.

I . T  T \ T H a t  depth of Policy and 
V  V Craft vcas ufed by Aureng- 

Zebe, the Heros in this Hifiory, and the 
Third of the Four Sons of Chah-Jehan 
the Great M ogol, to fupplant all his Bro­
thers, and to fettle himfelf in the Throne: 
And hove the firfl Foundation thereof was 
laid by the Vifier of the King of Gol- 
konda , and theficknef of Chah-Jehan 
the Father of Aureng-Zebe.

2. A mixture of Love-.Intrigues, pra­
cticed by the Prim ef Begum-Saheb, one 
of the two Daughters of the Great Mogol, 
Chah-Jehan.

I,. How Aureng-Zebe having over­
come all his Brothers, did fecttre his Father, 
and others, whom he had caufe to be jea­
lous of

4. How



4. How the Neighbours of the Empire 
of Mogol demeaned tbemfelyes towards 
the new Emperour, Aureng-Zebe; and 
what Embajfies were difiatched to him , 

firfi by the Usbec-Tartars (where a De- 
fcription of that Countrey and People;)  
then the Dutch of Suratte - as alfo from 
Mecca, from Arabia Felix, front E- 
thiopia and Perfia • together with an 
Account of their rejpeftive Infir tt5l  ions, 
Receptions, Entertainments and Difmif- 

ftons; particularly of that of the Hollan­
ders , fecuring and improving their Trade 
by this their Embaffe.

5. Aureng-Zebe’-f fingular prudence, 
and indefatigable pains, in managing the 
Government himfelf; andhow he treated 
him that endeavoured to perfwade him to 
take his eafe and pie afire, now he was 
efiablifhed.

6. Aureng-Zebe’5 dtfiafie againfi his 
Favourite-Sifier, Rauchenara-Begum, 
occasioned by feme Love-Cabals.

7. His great Care in appointing a Go- 
vernour and Tutor to his Third Son Sultan 
Ekbar.

8 . With what wifdom and feverity
Aureng-



The Heads of this Hiftory. 

Aureng-Zebe received and treated bis 
Pedantick Tutor, whs expected to be made 
a great Lord.for bis former fervice; to­
gether with a Model for the futable Edu­
cation of a Great Prince, prescribed by 
Aureng-Zebe on this occafton.

9. In what credit Judiciary Aftrology. 
is over all Afia.

10. How the Kings of India make 
themfelves Heirs of aU the Eft ate of thofe 
that dye in their fervite.

11. O f the Reciprocal appearance of 
Kindneffes between Aureng-Zebe and his 
Itnprifon d father and Sifter.

12. What pafs’d between Aureng- 
Zebe and Emir-Jemla, who had laid 
the ftrft Ground-work to Aureng-Zebe’* 
Greatneft.

13. what in thefe Revolutions was 
tranfaffed about the Bay of Bengale and 
the Heathen Kingdom of Rukan.
'1 4 .  How Aureng-Zebe carried him- 

felf towards his two Eldeft Sons, Sultan 
Mahmoud and Sultan Mahum: iMnd 
how, for a Trial of the Obedience and 
Courage of the latter, he commanded him 
to kill a certain Lion, that did great

mifchief



The Heads o f this Hiftory. 

mifchief in the Countrey ; together with 
the fucceft thereof.

j$ . Divers par titulars , {hewing the 
intereft between Indoftan and, Peril a. y 
fuppofed by this Author to be unknown, or 
at leaf net wed known hitherto.

16. Howgeneroujly Aureng-Zebe re­
compensed thofe that had faithfully ferved 

him in thefe Revolutions.
17. Some Account of that {mall King­

dom of Kachimere, or Caflimere, repre­
sented as the Paradice of the Indies 5 con­
cerning which the Author affirms, that he 
hath a particular ffifory of it in the Per-

fian Tongue. ,
18 . A  considerable Relation of Suratte s 

being ftrangely furprizd and plunder’d , 
by a f t  out Rebel of Vifapour 5 and how the 
Englilh and Dutch favcd themjelves and 
their Treafure in this bold Enterprize.

19. A particular Account both of the 
former and prefent State of the whole 
Peninfule of Indoftan 5 the occafion of 
its Divifton into divers Sovereignties , 
and the feveral ^Arts nfed to maintain 
themfelves one againft another; particu­
larly of the prefent Government and Statê



of the Kingdoms ^G olkonda W V ila -  
pour, And their Inter efts in reference to 
the Great Mogol.

20. O f the Extent o f  Indoftan , and 
the T rode which the Englifh , Portu- 
guefes, and Hollanders, have in that 
Empire; as aljo of the vafi quantities c f  
Cold and Silver, circulated through the 
World, and conveyed into Indoftan, and 
there [wallowed up, as in an Abyf.

21. O f the many Nations, which in 
that vajl Extent of Countrey canmt be well 
kept in fubjeclien by the Great Mogol.

22. O f the Great Mogol5/ Religion, 
which is Mahumetan, of the Turkilh, 
not Perfian Sett.

23. O f his M ilitia , both in the Field 
and about his Perfon ; and how the fame 
is provided for, employed, punctually paid, 
and carefully difiributed in [everalplaces.

24. O f the Omrahs, that is, the Great 
Lords o f  Indoftan • their fever al Qua* 
lities, Offices, Attendants.

25. The Artillery of the Mogol,great 
and [mall, very considerable.

2 6. O f his Stables c f Horfes. Elephants, 
Camels, Mules, & c.

27. O f



The Heads o f this Hiftory.

27 . O f  his Seraglio.
28. O f his vajl Revenues unci Ex- 

pences.
2 g. what Prince may be [aid, to be truly 

Rich.
30. An important State-Question De­

bated, viz. whether it be more expedient 
for the Prince and People, that the Prince 
be the foie Proprietor of all the Lands of 
the Countrey over which be Reigns, ye a 
or no ?

T H E
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H I S T O R Y
o  f  :

The Late Revolution
—  OF THE

D O M  I N I O N  S
Hi kM IU'J a *•-** f °X. ' v ,*

OF THE

GXV.AT MO GOL

T
H E  defire o f feeing the. 
W orld having made me 
Travel intb falefiinx and 

- would not let me flop
there* it put me upon a re/olution to 
fee the Red sea from one end to the 

B other.



other. I went from Grand Cairo, after 
I had ftaicf there above a year 5 and in  
tw o and thirty hours, going the Cara- 
-y^-pace, I  arrived at Suez, where 
I embarked in a G alley, which in  
feventeen days carry’d m e> always in  
fiM t of land, to the Port of Gidda'., 
wnich is half a days journey from 
Mecca. There I was conftrained (con­
trary to my hopes, and the promile 
which, thej JVejg o f ther̂ ¥  f f d  had 
made me) to 'go a ihore on that pre­
tended Holy Land o f Mahomet, where 
a C h riftian , that is not a Slave, dares 
npt %  his footij lftai<| there f@ujr and 
thirty days • aiid then I embarked in 
a (mail V e f le lw h ic h  ip fifteen days 
carried me along the Coaft of Arabia 
the Happy, n e a r  the S t r e e t  o f 
Uabel-niakdei. 1 refolved to pafs thence 
to the Ille of Mafowa and Arkiko, to 
get as fat.as Gander  ̂the Capital T o y f f  
o f  the Country o f <Mtebech, or the 
Kingdom of SAthiopia.;- but I received 
certain information, thgt, fince the 
Pcrtuguefes hachbeen killed thereby the-; 
intrigue o f the Queen Mother, or ex- 

" pelled.



of tyc em p ire  of m  o  g  o  l ; 3

pelled, together w ith  the Jefuit Pa­
triarch , whom  they had brought thi­
ther from Goa, the Roman Catholicks 
were not fafe there 5 a poor Capuchin 
having loft his head at Smken, for 
having attempted to enter into that 
Kingdom : T h at indeed, by goin g 
under the name o f a Greek or an A r­
menian I  did not run fo great hazard, 
and that even the King himfelf, when 
he fhould k n o w , that I could do him 
fervice, would give me Land to T ill  
by Slaves, w hich I might buy i f  I  
had money *, but that undoubtedly they 
would forthwith oblige me to M arry, 
as they had lately done a Ceftain Frier, 
who had paffed there under the name 
o f  a Greek Phyfitian* and that they 
would never buffer me to come away 
again.

Thefe confiderations, among others, 
induced me to change my relolution. 
1 went aboard o f an Indian Veffel $ I 
paffed thofe Strei'ghts, and in two and 
twenty days I arrived at Surratte in 
Indojian, the Empire o f the Great Mogcl, 
in the Year 1655. There I found, 
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that he who then Reigned there 5 w as 
call’d Chah-Jehan, that is to fay, K ing 
o f the W orld; who, according to the 
Hiftory of that Gountrey, was Son o f  
Jehan-Guyre, which fignifieth Conque- 
rour of the World,Grandchild ofEkfar, 
which is Great,and that thus afcending 
by Houmayens, or the Fortunate, Father 
of Ekbar, and his other Predeceflbrs, he 
was the Tenth o f thofe that were de­
fended from that Timur-Lengue, w hich 
fignifieth the Lame Prince, commonly 
and corruptly ca\VdTawerlan,{b renow­
ned for his Conquefts 5 who Married 
his near Kinfwoman, the only D augh­
ter o f the Prince of the Nations o f  
Great Tart ary, call’d Mogols, who h ave 
left and communicated their Nam e to  
the ftrangers, that now Govern Irt- 
dojlan, the Countrey o f the Indians • 
though thofe that are employ'd, in  
publick Charges and Offices, ana even 
thole that are lifted in the Militia, be 
not all of the Race of' the Megols, but 
ftrangers, and Nations gather’d out 
of all Countries, moft of them Per- 
[tans, fome Arabians, and fome Turks.

For,
m



oE t^e em p ire  oE m o  g o  l . 5

For, to be efteem’d a Mogol/tis enough 
to be a ftranger white of Face, and a 
Mahumetan ; in diftindion as well to 
the Indians, who are b ro w n , and 
Pagans, as to the Chrijlians o f Europe, 
who are call’d Frunguis.

I found alfo at my arrival, that this 
King of the W o rld , Chah-Jehan, of 
above feventy years o f A g e , had four 
Sons and tw o Daughters •, that, fome 
years fince, he had made thefe four 
Sons Vice-Kings or Governours of four 

' o f his moft confiderable Provinces or 
Kingdoms • that it was almoft a year 
that he was fallen into a great fick- 
nefs,' whence it was believed he would 
never recover : W hich had occafioned 
a great divifion among thefe four Bro­
thers (all laying claim to the Empire) ’ 
and had kindled among them a W ar 
w hich lafted about five years, and 
which I defign here to deferibe , ha­
ving been prelent ‘at fome of the molt 
confiderable A ftion s, and entertained 
for the fpace o f eight years at that 
Court, where Fortune and the final! 
ftock of Money (left me after divers 
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encounters with Robbers , and the 
expences o f a Voyage o f fix and forty 
days from Suratte to Agra and Debit , 
the Capital Towns o f that Empire) 
obliged me to take a Salary from the 
Grand Mogol in the quality of a Phyfi- 
tian , and a little while after from 
Danech-mend-Kan , the moft knowing 
Man of Aft a, w ho had bomBakchisot 
Great Matter o f theH orfe, and was 
one of the moft powerful and the 
moft confiderable Omrahs or Lords o f 
that Court.

The Eldefi o f tliefe four Sons o f 
chah-Jeban was call’d Dara, that is 
Darius. The Second was call’d Sultan 
Sujah, that is the Valiant Prince. The 
Name of the Third was Aurenge-Zebe, 
w hich fignifies the Ornament of the 
Throne. That o f the Fourth was Mo~ 
rad-Bakche, as if  you fiiould fay, De­
fire accompliflied. O f the two Daugh­
ters,- the eldeft was call’d Begum-Sakeb, 
that is the Miftrefs Princefs; and the , 
youngeft Rauchenara-Begum, which is 
as much as Bright Princefs, or the
Splendour o f Princeffes. 

r  T is



fif tye c m p ite  of m o  g  o  l . $r

’Tis the Cuftom  o f the Countrey, 
to give i’uch Names to their Princes 
and Princeffes. Thus the W ife of 
Chuh-Jebm, fo jrenown’d for he* Beau­
t y ,  and for having a Tom b, which 
much more deferved to be reckon’d 
among the W onders of the W orld', 
than thofe unlhapen Malles, and thole 
heaps o f ftones in Egypt, was called 
T age-Mehalle , that is to fay , the 
Crow n of the Seraglio; and the W ife  
o f Jehan-Guyre, who hath fo long 
Govern’d the State , whilfl; her Hui- 
band minded nothing but Drinking 
and Divertifements, was firft called 
Nour-Mehalle, and afterwards, Ne>ur- 
Jehan-Begnm , the Light of the Sera­
glio , the L ight o f the world. The 
reafon, why they give fueh kind of 
Names to the Great Ones, and not 
Names from their Land or Dominion 
(as is ufual in Europe) i s , becaufe all 
the Land being the Kings , there are 
no M arquifates, Earldoms and Dut- 
chies, o f  w hich the Grandees might 
bear their Names $ all conlifts in Pen­
sions either o f  Land or ready M oney, 
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which the King g im h  , increafeth, 
retrencheth, and takes away, asfeems 
good unto him: A n d ’tis even for this 
reafon., that the Omrahs have alio no 
other but fuch Names • one (for exam­
ple) being called Raz-Audaze-Kan, i.e . 
a Thunderer 5 another , Safe cheken- 
Kan, a Breaker o f Ranks; a third, 
Bare-Audaze-Kan , a Man of Lighten­
in g ; others, Vianet-ICan, or Danecb- 
mend-Kan, or Fazel-Kan, i. e. the Faith­
ful Lprd, the Intelligent, the Perfect, 
and the like.

Dara, the Eldeft Son 3 wanted not 
good Qualities. He was Gallant in 
C o n ven tion  , W itty  in Reparties, 
exceeding C ivil and Liberal, but en­
tertained too good an opinion of his 
perfon, efteeming himfelf alone ca­
pable of a ll, and thinking it fcarce 
poflible that any Body was able to 
give him counfel 5 infomuch, that he 
would give reproachful Names to thofe 
w ho pretended to advife him in any 
thing ■ whereby it came to pafs, that 
even thofe, who were moil affectio­
nate to him , were fhie to difeover to

him



him the moft fecret Intrigues of his 
Brothers. Befides, he was apt to be 
transported w ith paflion, to menace, 
to injure, to affront, even the greateft 
Omrahs or Lords ; but all paffed over 
like a flafh of Light. Though he was 
aMahumetan, and publickly expreifed 
in the ordinary Exercifes o f Religion 
to be fo , y e t, in private, he was 
Heathen with the Heathen, and Chri- 
ftian with the Chriftians. He had 
conftantly about him o f thofe Heathen 
Pottors* to whom he gave vcrycon- 
fiderabIe%)enfions, and who (as was 
faid) had inftilled into him Opinions 
contrary to the Religion of the Land; 
o f  which I may touch fomething 
hereafter, when I jfhall come to fpeak 
o f  the Religion o f the Indians or Gen­
tiles. He alfo hearkened of late very 
w illingly to the Reverend Father Buz.ee 
a Jefuit, and began very well to reli/h 
what he fuggefted. Yet there are 
fome who fay , that at the bottom he 
was void of all Religion, and that 
whatever he pretended in it , was only 
for cijriofity, o r , as others fay, out

of



io  t\)t late Eebolutioti

o f policy , to make himfelf beloved 
by the Chriftians, who are pretty nu­
merous in his Artillery • but above all, 
to gain the Affedlion o f the Rajas or 
Sovereign Gentiles , that were T rib u ­
tary to the Empire, and to make them 
o f  his party upon occafion. Mean 
time, this hath not mueh furthered 
his Affairs, on the contrary, it w ill 
appear in the fequel o f this H iftory, 
that the pretence ufed by Aureng-Zebe, 
his third Brother, to C u t off his Head, 
w a s , that he was turnedKafer, that 
is to fay, an Infidel, o f no Religion, 
an Idolater.

Sultan Sttjah , the fecond Brother, 
was much of the humour of Dara,but 
he was more clofe and more fettled, 
and had better Conduct and Dexterity, 
He was fit to manage an Intrigue well, 
and he made, under hand, friends by 
the force of prefents, which he heaped 
upon the great Omrahs, and princi­
pally upon the moft powerful Rajas, 
as JeJJomfeigne, and fome others 5 but 
he did fomewhat too much indulge 
his pleafures, in entertaining an extra­

ordinary



ordinary number o f W om en, among 
whom  when he was , he fpent whole 
days and nights in drinking, finging, 
and dancing. He made them prefents of 
very rich Apparel 5 and he encreafed 
or leffened their penfions according as 
the fancy took him : By which kind of 
Life his Affairs did languilh, and the 
affections of many of his people cooled. 
He call himfelf into the Religion o f 
the Perfians, although Chah-‘jeban, his 
Father, and all his Brothers, were o f 
the Turkijb. ’Tis known that Mabu- 
metanifm is divided into feveral SeCts, 
w hich made that famous Check-Sady, 
Author o f the Gouliftan, fay in V erle , 
which is to this effeCt in Prole; /  am a 
Dervich Drinker, I feem to be without 
Religion, and I  am known of fixty two 
Setts. But o f all thole SeCfcs there are 
tw o  principal ones, whofe Partifans 
are mortal Enemies to one another. 
The one is that of the Turks, whom 
the Per fans call Ofmantous, that is , 
Senators o f Ofman; they believing 
th a t’tis he that was the true and la w ­
ful Succdfor o f  Mahomet, the Great

Caliph
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12 mow  of tije late iRebolutfon
Caliph or Soveraign Prieft, to whom 
alone it did appertain to interpret the 
Alcoran, and to decide the Contro- 
verfies to be met with in the Law . 
The other is that o f the Perftans, whom  
the Turks call Chias, Rafezys, <̂ Aly~ 
CMerdans, that is , Sectaries, Here- 
ticks, Partifans o f ^Aly, becaufe they 
believe, contrary to the belief of the 
Turks, that this fucceffion and pon­
tifical Authority, which I juft now 
intimated, was due only to t_Aly the 
Son-in-law of tMahemet. It was by 
reafon of State that Sultan sujah had 
embraced this latter Se<ft , confidering 
that all the Perftans 'being Chius, and 
m oftof them, or their Children, ha­
ving the greateft power at the Court 
of cJMogtl, and holding the moft im­
portant Places o f the Em pire, he 
had moft reafon to-hope, th a t, when 
occafion ferved, they would all take 
his part.

c Aureng-Zehe , the third Brother , 
had not that Gallantry, nor furpri- 
fing Prefence of Dara, he appeared 
more ferious and melancholy, and

was



w as indeed much more judicious, un­
demanding the W orld very well, and 
knowing whom to chufe for his fer- 
vice and purpofe, and where to be- 
ftow his favour and bounty moft for 
his intereft. He was referved, crafty, 
and exceedingly verfed in diffembling, 
infomuch that for a long while he 
made profellionto be Fakir e , that i s ,  
P oor, Dervich, or D e v o u t, renoun­
cing the W orld , and faining not to 
pretend at all to the C ro w n , but to 
defire to pafs his Life in Prayer and 
other Devotions. In the mean time 
he failed not to make a party at C ourt, 
efpeeially when he was made Vice- 
King of Decan; but he did it w ith  fo 
much dexterity, art, and fecrecy, that 
it  could hardly be perceived. He alfo 
had the skill to maintain himfelf ia 
the Affe&ion of chah-Jehan his Father, 
w ho although he much loved Dara, 
could yet not forbear to fhew that he 
efteemed Aureng-Zebe, and judged him 
capable to R eign ; which caufed jea- 
loufie enough in Dara, who began to 
find i t , infomuch that he could not

hold
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hold from faying fometimes to his 
friends in private $ O f aU my Brothers 
J apprehend only this Nemazi, that i s , 
this Bigot, this great Praying-man.

Morad-Bakche, the Youngeft of a ll, 
was the leaft dextrous, and the leaft 
judicious. He cared for nothing but 
mirth arid paftim e, to drink, h u n t, 
and {hoot. Yet he had fome good 
Qualities  ̂ for he was very civil and1 
liberal 5 he gloried in it ,  that he kept 
nothing fecret; he deipifed Cabals ; 
and he bragg’d openly , that he tru- 
fted only in his Arm and Sword : In 
fhort, he was very Brave, and if  this 
Bravery had been accompanied w ith  
fome C o n d u d , he would have carried 
the Bell from all his Brothers, and been 
King of indofan; as w ill appear in 
w hat is to follow.

Concerning the tw o Daughters , 
the E ldeft, Begum-Saheb, was very 
Beautiful, and a great W it , paflio- 
nately beloved of her Father. It was 
even rumoured , that he loved her to 
that degree as is hardly to be imagined, 
and that he alledged for his excufe,

that,



th a t , according to the determination 
o f his Mullahs or Dodtors of his L a w , 
it was permitted a  Mafl to eat o f the 
Fruit of the T reehe had planted. He 
had fo great a confidence in her 5 that 
he had given her charge .to w atch 
over his fafety, and to  have afo E y e  
to all what eim O to his Table; A n d  
ihe knew perfe&ly to manage, his hu­
m our, and even in the moft w eighty 
Affairs to bend him as lhe. pleafed. 
She was exceedingly1 enriched1 by great 
peniions, andby'comy preieots, which 
lhe received ftettii all. parts , fo r fuch 
Negotiations as, Ihe employed her felf 
ifrabO ather Father: An^dhe made 
alfo great expences1', being of- a ve ry  
liberal and generous difpofition. She 

. ftu ck  entirely to  Bah  > 'hefERJfcft Bro­
ther /'leffioufed1 cordially his part, and 
declared openly for him * which con­
tributed pot adittfotam akethe Affairs 
o f  Bara profper.y afodto keep him in 
th£%fft&fori o f . ’ his Father;-for ihe 
fuppojfted him in all things;, -aiKhad- 
vertifed. him <ff all occurrences.,* Yet 
thativas not fotnueh, becau&'he was

the



Man of Courage and A m b it io n th e  
D arling of all, infomuch that Chah- 
ffejlkan, Uncle o f Aureng-Zebe, pro- 
pofed to Marry him to the Princefs : 
But Chah-Jehan received that propo­
rtion very i l l , and befides, when he 
was informed o f fome of the fecret 
Intrigues that had been form ed, he 
refolved quickly to rid himfelf o f Na- 
zerkan. He therefore prefented to 
h im , as ’twere to do him honour, a 
jictele, which he could not refule to 
chew  prefently,  after the Cuftom of 
the Countrey, Betele is a little knot 
made up o f very delicate leaves, and 
iome other things , with a little C h a lk  
Of Sea-Cockles; which maketh the 
Mouth and Lips o f a Vermilion co­
lo u r, and the Breath fweet and plea- 
ling. This young Lord thought of 
nothing lets than being poyfoned: He 
w ent away from the Company very 
jocund and content into his Bdeky; 
but the D rug was fo ftrong, that be­
fore he could come to his H oule, he 
was no more alive.

Raitchenara-Begum never paffed for fo
hand-



handfome and fpiritual as Begum-Saheb, 
but fhe was not lefs cheerful, and 
comely enough, and hated pleafures 
no more than her Sifter. But fhe ad­
dicted herfelf wholly to Aureng-Zebe, 
and confequently declared her felf an 
Enemy to Begum-Saheb and Vara. T his 
was the caufe, that fhe had no great 
R iches, nor any confiderable fhare in 
the Affairs of the State: Neverthelefs 
as fhe was in the Seraglio, and wanted 
no W it  and Spies, fhe could not but 
difeover many important Matters, o f 
w hich fhe gave fecretadvertifementto 
Aureng-Zebe. -

Chab-Jeban, fome years before the 
Troubles,finding himfelf charged w ith  
thefe four Princes, all come to A g e , 
all Married, all pretending to the 
C row n, Enemies to one another, and 
each o f them making fecretly a Party, 
was perplexed enough, as to w hat 
was fitteft for him to d o , fearing dan­
ger to his own Perfon , and forefeeing 
w hat afterwards befell him: For, to 
fliuc them up in Goudeor, which is a 
Fortrefs where the Princes are ordi- 
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narily kept d o le , and which is held 
impregnable, it being fituated upon 
an inaccellible Rock , and having 
within it felf good w ater, and pro- 
vilion enough for a Garrifon 5 that was 
not foeafie a thing. They were too 
potent already, each o f them having 
a Princely Train. A nd again , he 
could not handfomely remove them 
far off, without g iv in g them fome 
Government fit for their Birth - 
wherein he apprehended they would 
Cantonize tbemfelves, and become 
little independent Kings • as actually 
they afterwards did. Neverthelefs , 
fearing left they Ihould cut one ano- 
thers Throat before his E yes, if he 
kept them ftill at C ourt, he at laft con­
cluded to fend' them away. And fo 
he fent Sultan Sujah, Jus fecond Son , 
into the Kingdom o f Bengale ; his 
th ird , Aureng-Zebe, into Decan; and 
the youngeft, Morad-Bakche, to Gu- 
zaratte; giving to Dara, the eldeft , 
Cabal ana Multan. The three firft 
w ent away very well content w ith 
their Government * and there they

Afted



A&ed each the Soveraign, and re­
tained all the Revenues of their re- 
fpe&ive Countries, entertaining great 
Troops, under the pretence of bri­
dling their Subje&s and Neighbours. 
As to Dara, becaufe the eldeft, and 
defigned to the C r o w n , he ftirred not 
from the Court •, which that he fhould 
not d o , feemed alfo to be the inten­
tion o f Chah-Jehan, who entertained 
him in the hopes o f fucceeding him 
after his Death. He even permitted 
then , that Orders were iffued out by 
him , and that he might fit in a kind 
of Throne, beneath his, among the 
Omrahs; fo that it leemed, as if  there 
were two Kings together. But as ’tis 
very difficult for tw o Soveraigns toa- 
gree, Chah-Jehatt, though Dara fhew’d 
him great Obfervance and A ffe& ion, 
always harbour’d fome diffidence, fea­
ring above all things the Morfel; and 
befides, for as much as he knew the 
parts o f Anreng-Zebe , and thought 
him more capable to Reign than any 
of the reft, he had always (as they fay) 
fome particular correlpondence w ith 
him. C  3 This



This it i s , what I thought fit to 
premife concerning thefe four Princes, 
and their Father Chah-Jehan, becaufe 
Tis neceflary for theunderftandingof 
all that follows. I efteem’d alfo, that 
I was not to forget thofe tw o  Prin- 
cefTes, as having been the moft con- 
fiderable A&ors in the T raged y; the 
Women in the Indies taking very of* 
te n , as well as at Conjlantinople and 
in many other places, the beft part 
in the moft important Tranfa&ions, 
though Men take feldom notice o f i t , 
and trouble their heads o f feeking for 
other Caufes.

But to deliver this Hiftory w ith  
clearnefs, we muft rife fomewhat 
higher, and relate what paffed , feme 
time before the Troubles, between 
Aureng-Zebe, the King o f GoLkond.it, 
and his Vifier Emir-JcmU; becaufe 
this will difcover to us the Character 
and Temper of Aureng-Zebe, who is 
to be the Heros o f  this Piece, and the 
K ing o f the Indies. Let us then fee, 
after what manner Emir-JemU procee­
ded , to lay the firft foundation of the 
Royalty of Aureng-Zebe. Du-



During the time that Aureng-Zebe 
was in Deem, the K ing of Golkonda had 
for his Vifier and General of his A r­
mies this Emir-'jemla, who was a Per- 
fian by N a tio n , and very famous in 
the Indies. He was not a Man of great 
Extra&ion, but beaten in Bufiuefs, 
a perfon of excellent parts, and a great 
Captain. H e h ad th eW ito fam aflin g  
great Treafures, not only by the Ad- 
miniftration o f the Affairs of this opu­
lent Kingdom , but alfo by N aviga­
tion and T rade, fending [hips into 
very many parts, and cauhng the 
Diamond M ines, which he alone had 
farmed under many borrowed names, 
to be wrought w ith extraordinary dili­
gence. So that people difeourfed al- 
•moft of nothing but of the Riches of 
Emir-Hernia, and o f the plenty o f his 
Diam onds, w hich were not reckon’d 
but by Sacks. He had alfo the skill to 
render himfelf very potent and confi- 
derable, entertaining, befides the A r­
mies o f the K in g , very good Troops 
for his particular, and above all a very 
goo4 A rtillery , w ith  abundance of 
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FrdHguys or Chriftians to manage it. 
In a w ord, he grew  fo rich , and fo 
puiffant, efpeciaJly after he had found 
a w ay to enter into the Kingdom o f 
Karmtes, and to pillage all the ancient 
Churches of the Idols of that Coun­
trey, that the King o f Golkonda, be­
came jealous of i t , and prepared him- 
felf to unfaddle him * and that the 
m ore, becaufe he could not bear what 
was reported of h im , as if  he had 
ufed tqo great familiarity w ith the 
Queen his M other, that was yet beau­
teous. Yet he discover’d nothing of 
his Defign to a n y , having patience, 
and waiting ’till Emir came to the 
C o u r t , for he was then in the King­
dom o f Rurmtcs w ith  his Army. • But 
one day , when more particular News 
was brought him o f what had paffed 
between his Mother and H im , he had 
not power enongh to difiemble any 
longer, but was tranfported by choler 
to fall to inve&ives and menaces : 
W hereof Emir w as foon made ac­
quainted , having at the Court abun­
dance of his W ives Kindred, and all

his



his neareft Relations and beft Friends 
poffeffing the principal Offices. T h e 
Kings Mother alfo, w ho did not hate 
h im , had fpeedy information of the 
fame. W hich obliged Emir, without 
delay, to write to his only Son, Mahmet 
Emir-Kin, w ho then was about the 
K in g , requiring him to do the beft he 
could to withdraw w ith  all fpeed from 
the C o u r t , under fome pretence o f 
H unting, or the lik e , and to come 
and joyn with' him. Mahmet Emir- 
Kan failed not to attempt divers w ays; 
but, the King caufing him to be nar­
rowly obferved, none o f them all 
would fucceed. This very much per­
plexed Emir , and made him take a 
ftrange refolution, which caft the 
King in great danger to lofe his C ro w n  
and Life 5 fo true ’tis, that he who knows 
not to Difjemble, knows not how to Reign. 
He w rit to Aureng-Zebe, who was then 
in Daulet-Abad, the Capital o f Decan, 
about fifteen or fixteen days Journey 
from Golkonda, giving him to under- 
ftand, that the King of Golkonda did 
iptend to ruin him and his Family,

not-



notwithftanding the fignal Services he 
had done him, as all the W orld knew 5 
w hich was an un-exampled Injuftice 
and Ingratitude 5 that this ncceflitated 
him to take his refuge to him , and to 
intreat him,that he would receive him 
into his protection 5 that, for the reft, 
i f  he would follow his advice, and 
confide in him , he would fo difpofe 
Affairs, that he would at once put into 
his hands both the King and Kingdom 
o f Golkonda. This thing he made very 
eafie, ufing the following Difcourfe: 
Y ou  need but take four or five thou- 
fand Horfe, of the beft o f your Arm y, 
and to March w ith Expedition to Gol- 
konda, fpreading a rumour By the w ay, 
that ’tis an Ambaffadour of chah-Jeba/r 
that goes in hafte, about confiderable 
Matters, to fpeak w ith the King at 
Bag-aaguer. The Dabir, who is he that 
is firft to be addreffed unto, to make 
any thing known unto the K in g , is 
allyed to m e, and my Creature, and 
altogether mine 5 take cafe of nothing 
but to March w ith  expedition, and I 
w illfo  order it , that without making

you



you know n, you fhall come to the 
Gates of Bag-naguer ; and when the 
King fhall come out to receive the 
Letters, according to cuftome, you 
may eafily feize on h im , and after­
wards o f all his Fam ily, and do w ith  
him what lhall Icem good to yo u ; in 
regard that his Houle of Bag-naguer, 
where he commonly refides, is unwal­
led and unfortified. He added , that 
he would make this Enterprife upon 
his own Charges, offering him fifty 
thoufand Roupies a day (which is about 
five and twenty thoufand Crowns) 
during the whole time of the March.

Aureng-Zebe, w ho looked only for 
Ibme fuch occafion, had no mind at 
all to lole fo fair an one. He foon un­
dertook the Expedition, and did fo 
fortunately manage his Enterprife,that 
he arrived at Bag-naguer > without be­
ing other wife known than as an Am* 
balfadour o f Chah-Jehan. The K ing 
of Golkenda being advertifedof the ar­
rival o f this pretended Ambaifadour, 
came forth into a Garden, according 
to cuftome, received him with ho­
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nour , and having unfortunately put 
himfelf into the hands of his Enemy , 
ten or twelve Slaves , Gurgis, were 
ready to fall upon and to-feize his per- 
fo n , as had been projected 5 but that 
a certain Omrah, touched w ith ten- 
dernefs, could not forbear tocry out, 
though he was o f the party, and a 
Creature of Emir , Doth not your Ma­
yfly fee that this is Aureng-Zebe? A- 
rvay, or you are taken. Whereat the 
K ing being affrighted, flips aw ay, 
and gets haftily on horfebaek, riding 
w ith  all,his m ight to the Fortrefs of 
Golkonda, which is but a Ihort League 
from thence.

^Aureng-Zehe feeing he was defeated 
in his D efign, yet was not therefore 
difcompoled • but feized at the fame 
time on the Royal H oufe, taketh all 
the rich and good things he finds 
there 5 yet fending to the King all his 
W ives (which over all the Indies is 
very religioufly obferved 5) and goeth 
to Befiege him in his Fortrefs. But 
as the Siege, for want of having 
brought along all Neceffaries, held on

long,



lo n g , and lafted above two months, 
he received Order from Chah-Jchtn to 
raife it, and to retire into Decern again • 
fo that, although the Fortrefs was re­
duced to extremities, for want o f V i­
suals and Ammunition o f W a r , he 
found himfelf obliged to abandon his 
Enterprife, He knew very well, that 
it was Dara and Begum that had induced 
Chah-Jehw to fend thefe Orders, from 
the apprehenficn they entertained * 
that he would become too pow erful; 
but in the mean time he never difeo- 
ver’d any refentment of i t , faying 
on ly, that he ought to obey the Or­
ders o f his Father. Yet he withdrew 
n ot, without caufing underhand pay­
ment to be made to him of all the 
Charges of his Expedition: Befides, 
he Married his Son Sultan Mahmoud to 
the Eldeft Daughter o f that K in g , 
with a„promife, that he would make 
him his Succcffor, caufing him alfo 
to give him for a D ow ry the Fortrefs 
and the Appurtenances o f Bamguyre. 
He alfo made the King content, that 
all the Silver M oney, that Ihould be

Coined
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Coined for the future in that King­
dom, Ihould bear on one fide the Arms 
o f cbah-Jehan; and that Emir-jemla 
fhould withdraw with his whole Fa­
m ily, all his Goods, Troops, and 
Artillery.

Thefe tw o Great Men were not long 
together, but they framed great D e­
signs: On the w ay they Befieged and 
took Eider, one o f the ftrongeft and 
moft important Places of rtfaptur; 
and thence they went to Daulet-Abad, 
where they contracted fo intimate a 
Friendfhip together, that Aureng-Zebe 
could not live without feeing Emir 
tw ice a day , nor Emir without feeing 
i^ftireng-Zebe. Their Union began to 
caufe a new Face in all the Affairs of 
thofe Parts, and laid the firft founda­
tions of the Royalty o f ^Aureng- 
Zebe.

This Prince having ufed the Art to 
make himfelf to be called to the Court 
divers tim es, w ent with great and 
rich prefents to Agra to Chah-Jeban, 
prefenting him his Service, and indu­
cing him to make W ar againft the

King



King of Golkonda , and him of Fifa- 
pour , and againft the Portugal;. A t  
firft he prefented to him that great 
Diamond, which is efteem’d match- 
Jefs; giving him to underftand , that 
the precious ftones o f  Golkonda were 
quite other th in gs, than thole Rocks 
of Kandahar; that there it was, where 
the W ar ought to be m ade, to get 
thepolTeffion thereof, andtogoasifar 
as Cape Comory. Chah-Jehan, whether 
it were that he was dazled by the D ia ­
monds of Emir, or whether he thought 
it f it , as fome believe he d id , to have 
an Arm y in the F ield , fomewhat to 
reftrain Ear a , whom he found a&ive 
in making himfelf potent, and w ho 
with infolence had ill treated the V i- 
fier Sadullah-Kan (whom chah-fehan 
paflionately loved, andconfidered as 
the greateft Statefman-that had been 
in the Indies) caufing him even to be 
made away, w ith  poyfon, as a Man 
not of his party, but inclined to Sultan 
Sujah; or rather, becaufe he found 
him too pow erful, and in a condition 
to be the Umpire o f  the C ro w n , i f

Chah-



cbah-Jehatt fhould deceafe ; or laftly, 
becaufe being neither Perfun, nor of 
Perfim Extra&ion , but an Iniun  , 
there were not wanting envious per- 
Jfons, who fpread abroad, that he en­
tertained in divers places numerous 
Troopsof PAtxHs, very Gallant M en , 
and well paid, w ith  a defign to make 
himfelf K in g , or his Son; oratleaft 
to expel the Mtgols, and to reftore to 
the Throne the Nation of the Pau»s, 
o f whom he had taken his W ife. How- 
ever it be, chah-Jebm refolved to fend 
an Army towards Dec*n under the 
Conduit of Enttr-JemU,

Ddra, who faw the confequence o f 
this Affair, and that the fending o f  
Troops for thofe parts, was to give 
ftrength to Aurcng-Zcbc, oppofed it 
exceedingly, and did what he could 
to hinder it. N everthelefs, when he 
faw that Chah-Jehun was refolute for 
i t , he at laft thought it belt to con- 
lent ; but w ith  this condition, that 
(.Attreng-Zcbc Ihould keep in Daulet- 
Abad, as Governour only ol the C oun­
trey , without medling at all in the 
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W ar , or pretending to Govern the 
Army •, that Emir fhould be the abfo- 
lute General, who for a pledge of his 
Fidelity was to leave his whole Fa­
mily at the Court. Emir ftruggled 
enough within himfelf, whether he 
fhould agree to this laft condition, but 
when Chah-Jebtw defired him to give 
that fatisfadtion to Dara, and promifed 
him , that after a little while he would 
fend him back his W ife and C hildren, 
he contented, and Marched into Decatt 
towards Aureng-Zebe with a very Gal­
lant A rm y, and without any flop en- 
tredinto P'ifapour, where he Befieged a 
ftrong place called Kdiane.

The Affairs of Indoft&n were in that 
condition, as I have been relating, 

^when Chah-Jehan fell dangeroully fick. 
I fhall not fpeak here of his ficknefs, 
much lefs relate the particulars o f it. 
I fhall only fay this , that it was little 
futable to a Man of above feventy 
years o f A ge, who fhould rather think 
on preferving his flrength, than to 
ruin i t , as he did. * This ficknefs did 
foon allarm and trouble all Indojtun.
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Mighty Armies were levied in Dehly 
and Agra, the Capitals of the Em­
pire. Sultan Sujah did the like in Ben- 
gale • and Aureng-Zehe in Decan; and 
Mord-Bakche in Gu&arattc: A ll four 
aflembied to themfelves their Allies 
and Friends all four write, promife, 
and form divers Intrigues. Data ha­
ving furprifed fome of their Letters, 
fliew’d them to Chah-Jehan, and made 
great noife about them  ̂ and his Sifter 
Begum failed not to make ufe of this 
occafion, to-animate the King againft 
them. But chah-jehan was diffident 
o f Vara, and fearing to be poyfoned, 
gave order, that particular carelhould 
be had o f what was brought to his 
Table. ’Twas alfo faid, that he wrote 
to Aureng-Zebe; and that Dura being 
advertifed thereof, could not forbear 
to menace, and to break into very 
paffionate expreflions. In the mean 
time the Diftemper of chah-jehan lin- 
gred , and ’twas bruited every w here, 
that he was dead. Whereupon the 
whole Court was diforder’d, the whole 
T ow n allarm’d , the Shops for many.

days



days (hut up 5 and the four Sons o f the 
King made openly great Preparations, 
each for himfelf: And to fay truth, it 
was not without realon , that they all 
made ready for W ar * for .they all very 
well knew', that there was no hopes 
of quarter, that there was no other 
w a y , than to vanquifhordye, to be 
King or undone, and that he that 
fhould be Conquerour would rid him- 
felf o f all the reft, as formerly Chah- 
Jeban had done of his Brothers.

Sultan Sujab, who had heaped up 
great Treafures in that rich Kingdom 
of 'Bengale, ruining fome of the Rajas 
or petty Kings that are in thofe parts, 
and drawing great Sums from others, 
took the Field firft o f all with a puif- 
fant A rm y , and in the confidence he 
had o f all the Perfian Omrabs, for the 
Se<ft o f  whom he had declared him felf, 
he boldly Marched towards Agra, g i­
ving out openly that Chah-Jeban was 
dead, that 1Oar a had poyfon’d him , 
that he would revenge the death of 
his Father, and in a word, that he 
would be King* de/Ired Chab-
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Jehan to write himfelf to him , and to 
forbid him to advance further 5 which 
he d id , affuring him , that his fick- 
nefs was not at all dangerous, and that 
he was already much better. But he 
having Friends at C o u rt, who affured 
him that the ficknels of Chah-Jehan 
was mortal, he diffembled , and cea- 
fed not to advance, faying ft ill, that 
he knew very well Chah-Jehan was 
dead 5 and if he Ihould be alive, he was 
defirous to come and kifs his feet, and 
to receive his Commands.

Aureng-Zebc immediately after  ̂ i f  
not at the fame time , takeththe Field 
alfo in Decak , maketh a great ribife, 
and prepareth to March towards Agra. 
The fame prohibition was made to 
him alfo, as well from 6 bah-Jehan, 
as from Dara, who threaten’d him. 
But he diffembleth, for the fame reafon 
that Sultan Sujah had done, and gi veth 
the like anfwer. M eantim e, finding 
that his Treafure was low , and his 
Souldiery very inconfiderable, he de- 
vifed two artifices, which fucceeded 
admirably w e ll; the one, in regard

o f



of Morad-Bakche; the other, in re- 
fpedfc of Emir-ftmla. To Morad-Bakche 
he writes w ith fpeed a very fair Letter, 
importing, that he had always been 
his true and intimate Friend ; that, as 
for himfelf, he laid no claim at all to 
the Crow n - that he might remember, 
he had. all his Life time made profef- 
fion of a Fakire, but that Dara was a 
perfon incapable to Govern a King­
dom ; that he was a Kafer, an Ido­
later, and hated of all the greatelt 
Omrahs; that Sultan Snjah was a Ra- 

fezy, anHeretick, and by cdmequence 
an Enemy to indojlan , and unworthy 
of the C row n  : So that , in a \v6rd , 
there was none but he (Morad-Bakche) 
that could reasonably pretend to the 
Succellion • that the Cro wn did expert 
h im ; that the whole C ourt, w liielv 
was not ignorant of his Valour , 
would be for him ; and that for his 
particular, i f  he would promife him, 
that being K in g , he would give him 
leave to live quietly in fome Corner 
orotherof his Empire, there to ferve 
God the remainder of his days, he 
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was ready to make a conjunction with 
him , to aflift him dfith his Coun­
sel and Friends, and to put into his 
hands his whole A rm y, to fight D/tra 
and Sultan Sujah; that in the mean 
time he Tent him an hundred thoufand 
Rupies (which make about fifty thou­
fand Crowns o f our M oney) and 
prayed him to accept thereof as a 
pledge of his friendlhip •, and that he 
would advife him to come with all 
pofixble fpeed to feize on theCaftle of 
Suratte , where he knew to be the 
Treafure of the Land.

CMerad-Bakche, who was neither 
too rich nor too powerful, received 
w ith  much joy this propofition o f 
Aureng-Zebe, and the hundred thou­
fand Rupies fent by him 5 and lliew’d 
Aureng-Zebe s Letter to every body, 
thereby to oblige the Flower of that 
Countrey to take up Arm s for him , 
and the fubftantial Merchants to lend 
him the more w illingly uichSums o f 
Money as he demanded of them. He 
began in good earned: to A& the King, 
made large promifes to all, and, in

fhort,



fliort, did fa  w e ll, that he let a good 
Army on foot • o f whom he fmgled 
out fome three thoufand, who, under 
the Conduct of chah-Abas, one of his 
Eunuchs, but a Valiant M an, Ihould 
go to Befiege Suratte.

^Mureng-Zebe fent his Eldeft Son, 
S u itnn Mahmoud, (him whom he had 
Married to the Daughter of the King 
of Golkonda) to Emir-JemU, w ho was 
yet employed in the Siege of Kalianex 
to perfwade him to come to him to 
Daulet-Abad, pretending to have mat­
ter o f the greateft importance to com­
municate to him. Emir, who foon 
fufpe&ed his intentions, excufedhim- 
felf, faying openly that Chah-Jehau 
was not dead, that he had fre/h N ew s 
o f his being alive, and that befides * 
all his Family being at Agra in the 
hands of Dara, he could by no means 
a/lift Aureng-Zebe, nor declare him- 
felf for him. Whereupon Sultan Mah­
moud return'd to Daulet-Abad, without 
effe&ing any th in g , and very much 
diffatisfied w ith  Emir. But CAureng- 

• Zebe loft no courage for all that, but 
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Cent the fecond time to Emir , yet not 
Suit ah Mahmoud, but Sultan Mazum his 
Second Son, who prefented to him 
his Fathers Letter, and handled him 
w ith  that dexterity, fweetnefs, and 
protection of friendfhip, that it was 
not po/fible to refift him. Emir there' 
forepreffed the Siege of Kaliane, for­
ced the Befieged to Surrender upon 
Compofition, took the choice of his 
A rm y , and with all diligence went 
away with Sultan Mazum. At his ar­
rival , Aureng-Zcbe courted him in the 
higheft degree, treating him no other- 
w ife than with the Name of Baba and 
Babagy, that is, Father, Lord-Father 5 
and after an hundred embraces, he 
took him fomewhat afide, and told 
him (according to what 1  could learn 
from perfons w ho knew of it) That 
it was not ju ft, that having his Fa­
m ily at the C o u r t , he fhould adven­
ture to do any thing in his behalf that 
m ight come to be known * but that, 
after a l l t h e r e  was nothing fo diffi­
cult but an expedient might be found. 
Give me leave therefore, [aid he, to •

pro-
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propofe to you a D efign, which at 
firft will poflibly furprife you • but, 
fmee you apprehend the danger of 
your W ife and Children that are in 
Hoftage, the beft w ay.of providing 
for their fecurity would b e , to fufFer 
me to feize on your perfon , and to" 
put you in prifon. It is out of doubt, 
that all the W orld w ill believe it done 
in earned:: For who would im agin, 
that fuch a perfon as you would be 
content to let your felf be laid in pri­
fon i In the interim, I could make 
ufeof part of your Army, and of your 
Artillery, as you (hall judge moft pro­
per and: convenient: You alfo could 
furnifh me w ith a Sum of Money, as 
you have frequently offered i t ; and 
befides , methinks I might tempt For­
tune further, and wre might together 
take our meafures, to fee in what 
manner I had beft to demean my felf; 
if  you would alfo permit, that I might 
caufe you to be tranfported into the . 
Fortrefs o f Daulet-Abad, where you 
fhould be Mafter*, and that there I 
might have you kept by my own Son,

sultan



Suit An Mazum, or Suit An Mahmoud; 
this would yet better palliate the mat­
ter , and I fee not, what Day a could 
juftly fay of if, nor how he could reafo- 
nably treat your W ife and Children ill.

Emir, whether it were by reafon o f  
the Friendship he hadfworn to Aureng- 
Zebe , or for the great promifes made 
to him , or the apprehenfion he h ad , 
o f feeing near him Sultan Mazum, w h o 
flood by, very penfive and well armed, 
and Sultan Mahmoud, who looked grim  
upon him for his coming away at the 
lollicitation of his Brother, not at that 
o f  his, and had at his very entrance 
lift up his Foot as if  he would have hit 
him 5 whatever of thefe confidera- 
tions might induce him , confented to 
all yvhat Aureng-Zebe defired, and ap­
proved o f the Expedient to fuffer him- 
felf to be imprifon’d * fo that Aureng- 
Zebe being no fooner gone, but the 
Great Mafter of the Artillery was feen 
to approach w ith  fome fiercenefs to  
Emir, and to command him in the 
Nam e o f Aureng-Zebe to follow h im , 
locking him up in a Cham ber, and

, there
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there giving him very good words, 
whilft all the Souldiery, that t^fweng- 
Zebe had thereabout, went to their 
Arms. The report o f  the detention 
of Emr-Jemla was no fooner fpread, 
but a great tumult arofe5 and thofe, 
whom he had brought along w ith  
him, although aftonifh’d , yet put 
themfelves into a pofture of refeuing 
him, and w ith  their Swords drawn 
ran to force the Guards, and the Gate 
of his Prifon $ which was eafie for 
them to do : For ^yinreng-Zebe had not 
with him fufficient Troops to make 
good fo bold an Enterprife * the only 
Name of Emir-JcmU made all tremble. 
But the whole matter being altogether 
counterfeited, all thele Commotions 
were prefently calmed by the intima­
tions that were given to the C h ie f 
Officers of Emirs A rm y, and by the 
pretence o f Aureng-Zebe, who there 
appeared very refolute with his tw o 
Sons, and fpoke now to one, then to 
another • and at laft by promifes and 
prefents, liberally heftowed on thofe' 
that were concerned. So that all the

Troops
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Troops of Emir, and even moft o f  
thofe of Cbuh-Jehan , feeing things 
troubled, and being without their 
General, and believing chah-Jehxn to 
be dead, or, at beft, delperately fick 5 
confidering alfo the ample promiles 
made to them of augmenting their 
Stipend, and of giving them at that 
very time three months advance, foon 
lifted themfelves under Aureng-Zebe ; 
who having leized on all the Equipage 
o f Emir, even his very Camels and 
T en ts, took the Field , refolved to 
March to the Siege o f Suratte, and to 
haften the taking it in 5 where Mcrxd- 
Bakche was exceedingly embarraffed ,  
becaufethat his beft Troops were em­
ployed there, and that he found more 
r’efiftance in that place than he ima­
gined. But Aureng-Zebe, after fome 
days March, was informed, that the 
Governour had furrendred the Place * 
for which he fent Congratulations to 
Aforad-Bakcke, acquainting him w ith- 
all of his Tranfaftions with Emir- 
Jemlx, and alluring him , that he had 
Forces and Money enough, and very

good
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good Intelligence at the Court  ̂ that 
nothing was wanting •, that he was 
dire&ly going to Brant pour and -Agra; 
that he had expecfted him on the way , 
and therefore defired him to joyn w ith 
him.

‘Tis true , that Morad-Bakche found 
not fo much Money in the Fortrels o f  
Suratte as he had imagined, whether it 
were that really there was not fo much 
as was reported, or whether the Go-. 
vernour had diverted a part of i t , as 
fome believed: Yet notwithftanding 
that little he found there was ufeful 
to him , to pay the Souldiers that had 
lifted themfelves in hopes of the ad­
vantages, they fhould make o f the 
imagined vaft Treafure of Suratte. 
’Tis not lefs tru e, that he had no 
greater reafon to boaft o f the taking 
of this Place, in regard there was not 
any Regular Fortification about it 5 
and yet his Arm y had lain before it 
above a m onth, and would never 
have reduced it without the Hollan­
ders , who furniih’d them with the 
Invention o f  Springing a Mine ,

which



•which ruining a great fide of the 
W a ll, caft the Befieged into fuch a 
confirmation , that it made them im­
mediately furrender. The reduction 
o f  this Town did much advance his 
Dehgn , Fame proclaiming imme­
diately throughout thefe Countries , 
that Morad Bakche had taken Suratte ; 
that he had fprung a Mine, w hich  
founded very big among the Indians , 
w ho as yet do little underhand that 
practice • and that thenr he had found 
a vaft Treafure. Notwithstanding 
this great node, and all the firft ad­
vantages , joyned to all thofe frequent 
Letters and great Promifes of Aurcng- 
Zebe, the Eunuch chah-Abas, a Man 
o f good Senfe, o f a great H eart, and 
exceedingly affectionate to the Service 
of his Matter , was not o f opinion , 
that Morad-Bakche fhould fo much tye 
himfelf in intereft to Aureng-Zcbe, or 
precipitate his conjunction with him , 
butadviled, that he ihould amufe him  
w ith  w ords, and let him advance a- 
lone towards Agra; that in the mean 
time there would come certain N ew s
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of the ficknefs o f Chah-Jehan; that 
he Ihould firft fe e , what Channel 
Affairs would run in 5 that he Ihould 
Fortifie Suratte , as a very good P o ft, 
able to render him Mafter o f a very 
large and rich Countrey- and that 
perhaps in time he might feize Bram- 
feur, which is a very confiderable Paf- 
fage of a River , and as ’twere a Bar 
of Decan. But the continual Letters 
and Proteftations of Aureng-Zebe, joy* 
ned to the fmall Forces, Artillery, 
and Treafure of Morad-Bakche, blin­
ded with an exceflive ambition to 
Reigrt, made him regardlefs o f all o- 
ther confiderationS} fo that he went 
away from Amadevad , abandon’d Gu- 
zaratte, and took his way through the 
Woods and Mountains, with all-ex­
pedition, to be at the Rendevouz, 
where Aureng-Zebe had looked for him 
thefe tw o or three days.

Great Solemnities of Joy weremade 
at the conjun&ionof the two Armies, 
the Princes vifited one another, Au- 
reng-Zebe made a hundred protefta­
tions and no lefs promifes to Mortt'd-
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Bttkche, affured him afrefh, and fo~ 
lem nly, of his not caring for the 
C ro w n , as a Ifo of his being therefor 
no other end than to a /lift him againft 
Vara, their Common Enem y, and to 
place him in the Throne, which ex­
pected him.

Upon this Enterview , and confir­
mation of Friendihip, both Arm ies 
Marched together, Aureng-Zebe con­
tinuing always , during the March , 
in the proteftations o f Friendihip, and 
in his Courtihip to tMtrad-Bakche 
treating him never otherwife,whether 
in piiblickor private,but with the-Title 
o f  Hazard, that is , King and Ma- 
je fty : So that M.orad-Bakcke was fully 
perfwaded , that Atireng-Zebe meant 
fincerely, from an excefs of affection 
towards him •, whence he even w il­
lingly , and without ceremony, buf­
fer’d the fubmiflions and refpecfts he 
fhew’d him •, inftead of remembring 
what had lately palled at Golkonda, , 
and of confidering, that h e, who had 
thus hazarded himfelf with fo much 
boldnefs to ufurp a Kingdon, w as

not



hot o f a temper to live and dye i  
Fakire-

Thefe tw o Armies thus joyned made 
4 Body corifiderable enough5 which 
begot a great noife at C o u rt, and gave 
caufe o f thoughtfulnefs, not only to 
Dart, but to Chab-Jehan himfelf, w ho 
knew the great parts and fubtle C o n ­
duit of Anreng-Zebe, and the Courage 
of Morad-Bakche ; and who forelaw 
very w e ll, that a Fire was a kindling^ 
which would be very hard to quench; 
It was to ho purpofe to write Letters 
upon Letters, fignifying that he was 
w e ll, and givin g Order that they 
fliould turn back to their refpeftive 
Governments, and exprefling alfo 5 
that he would forget all that had 
palled hitherto. A ll his Letters were 
not able to hinder their advance *, and 
as the ficknefs of Cbab-Jeban did ftill 
pals for m ortal, there being no per- 
lons wanting to bring and fpread fuch 
N ew s, they ftill continued to dilfem- 
ble, giving o u t , that they were Let- 
ten  counterfeited by Vara,; that Ckah- 
7 than was dead indeed; but th a t, iri 
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cafe he were alive, they would go to 
kifs his Feet, and deliver him from the 
hands o f Vara.

W hat then fhould Ch&kjchtn, this 
unfortunate K in g , d o , w ho feeth, 
that his Sons have no regard to his 
Orders 5 who is informed at all hours, 
that they march apace towards Agra. 
in the head of their Armies , and who 
in this conjuncture finds himfelf lick  
to boot in the hands o f Vara, that i s , 
o f  a man w ho breatheth nothing but 
W a r 5 who prepareth for it with all 
imaginable earneftnels, and with all 
the marks of an enraged refentment 
againft his Brothers ? But what could 
he do in this extremity < He is con- 
ftrained to abandon to them his Trea- 
fures, and to leave them to their difpo- 
fal. He is forced to fend for his old 
and moft trufty Captains, whom he 
knows for the moft part to be not 
very affeftionate to Vara; he m ult 
command them to fight for Vara, a- 
gainft his own Blood, his own C h il­
dren , and thofe, for whom he hath 
more efteem than for Vara • lie is ob­

liged



liged forthwith to fend an Army a* 
gainft Sultan Sujah, becaufe ’tis he that 
is moft advanced • and he is to fend 
another againft Aureng-Zebe and Mo- 
rad-Bakche, who no lei's are marching 
towards him.

Soliman chekouh■ , the eldeft Son o f 
tiara, a young Prince of about F ive 
and twenty years of A ge, very proper 
of Body, and of good Parts and C in -  
du6l, generous, liberal, and univer- 
fally beloved, efpecially of cbah-jehan, 
who had already enriched him , and 
who confidered him rather for his Sue- 
eeffour than Dara , was h e , that was 
made General of this Army againft 
Sujah. NevCrthelefs cbah-jehan, who 
wifhed much rather, that Sujah were 
return’d to Bengale, than that the mat£ 
ter fhould be tryed by a bloody C om ­
bat, which could not be but very 
Tragical, and wherein he run the 
hazard o f lofiflg one or other o f his 
Sons, gave him for Companion an 
Ancient Raja, called jeffeigne , w hois 
at prefent one o f the powerfuileft and 
richeft Rajas o f  all Indofian , and one 
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of the ableft in the whole Kingdom,
- w ith a fecret Order not to fight, ex­

cept it were altogether unavoidable 5 
as alfo to endeavour by all means to 
induce Sujah to retire, and to referve 
his Forces for a better occafion that 
is to fay, after they Ihould have feen 
the event of the ficknefs of Chah-Jehan, 
and the fuccefsof Aureng-Zebe, and o f 
Morad-Bache. But this young Prince, 
Sol'mm Cheketth, full of heat and cou­
rage , breathing after nothing but to 
lignalize himfelf by fome great attion, 
and Suit An Sujah fearing left Aureng- 
Zebe gaining a Battel Ihould firft make 
himfelf Mafter of the Capital T ow n s 
o f the Empire , <̂ 4gra and Dehly; it 
was impoffible for the Raja jeffeigne to 
keep them from a Combat. The tw o 
Armies are no fooner in fight of one 
another, but they prepare to fall on , 
and they were not long from giv in g 
fome Vollies of Cannon. I lhall not 
relate the particulars of this F ig h t , 
fo r , befides that the narration o f it 
would be too long and tedious, in the 
fequsl o f this Hiftory we lhall be ob­

liged



liged to deferibe more confiderabl® 
ones, by w hith  the Reader w ill be 
able to judge o f this. 'Tis fuffioient 
to know in general , that the firft on- 
fet was very lharp and obftinate on 
both fides, but that at length Soliman 
Chekouh did urge Sujah with that force 
and vigour, that he diforder’d him , 
and made him fly; So that if Jeff eigne, 
and the Pat an Delil-kan , who was one 
of the firft Captains and a valiant Man, 
but an intimate Friend of the Raja, 
and did not a& but being moved by 
him , had feconded him in good ear­
ned:, ’tis thought that the whole 
Army of Sujah would have been de­
feated, and himjfelf in danger of being 
taken: But that was not the Defign 
of the Raja to deftroy h im , no more 
than it was that o f chah-jehan, w ho 
had given him order to the contrary. 
Thus then had Sujah time to retreat, 
and that without lofing any confide- 
rable number o f his Men • yet becaufe. 
Sol man chekouh kept the field, and 
brought aw ay fome pieces of Artift 
iery, it was prefently bruited at Court, 
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that Sujah had been totally over­
thrown. This Defeat purchafed great 
yepntation to Soliman Cbekeuh, leffen’d 
much the effeem of Sultan Sujah, and 
cooled exceedingly all the Perfians that 
had an inclination for him.

After that'Tome days were fpent in 
the purfuit o f S 'ja b , the Prince Soil­
man Chekonh, who every day received 
N ews from the Court , and who lear­
ned , that' Oiuteng-Zebe and Morad- 
Sakche did approach with great refo- 
lution, well know ing, that his Fa­
ther Vara had no great ftock o f pru­
dence, but good ftore of fecret Ene­
m ies, refolded to quit the purfuit o f  
Sultan Sujah, and w ith all fpeed to 
return to Agra, where in all appearance 
Bara was to give Battel againft Aureng- 
Zebe and Morad-Bxkehe. This was 
the beft couiifel he could tak e, for no 
man doubts, that if he could have been 
there in good time , ^Anreng-Zebe 
would not have had the advantage 5 
and ftis even believed, he would never 
have hazarded the Combat, the party 
being too unequal h but the bad fortune 
o f Bar a did not permit it, W hilft



W hilft all that was thus tranfa&ed 
toward Elabas > which is the place 
where the Gemna is joyned to Ganges; 
the Scene was very different on th® 
fide of Agra. A t the Court they wet® 
much furprifed to hear, that Aureng- 
Zebe had paffed the River of Brampcur, 
and all the other paffages that Were 
moft difficult between the Mountains; 
fo that w ith all ha fie they fertt away 
fome Troops to difpute with him the 
paflageof the River Eugenes, whilft the 
whole Army was making readv,, For . 
which purpofe, there were choien two 
of the moft con fiderable and the moft 
powerful o f  the Kingdom to command 
i t ; the one was Kafem-Kan, a renowned 
Captain and very affe&ionatc to Chab- 
j khan , but one that had no great in­
clination to Dara, and who went Hot 
but to oblige cbab-jehan, whom he 
faw in the nandsof Dir a : The other 
was Jeffcmfeigne „ a potent Raja, not 
inferiour to J*Jf*igne > and Son-in-law 
to that Raja Rant, who was at the 
time o f Ekbar fo puiffant, as i f  he had 
been the Emperour o f tb§ Raja's, parA 
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at their farewel expreffed to them 
great irindnefs, and prefented them 
fiobly 5 but cbab-Jeban took his time, 
before their departure, to charge them 
in fecret, as he had done the Raja 
JeJJeig#?, when he went away in the 
Expedition again# Sultan Sujah w ith  
§oilman cbekoub. . Neither were they 
w anting, in their M arch , to fend 
feveral times to Aureng-Zebe and Mo- 
rad-Bakchc, to perfwade diem to turn 
b a c k : But this was in vain their 
Envoys came not again , and the A r­
m y advanced w ith  that diligence, that 
they faw it much fooner than they 
thought upon a riling ground, not far 
remote from the River.

It being then Summer, and the 
feafon o f the greateft heats, the River 
was fordable - which w as the caufe, 
that at the fame time Kafem-Kan and 
the Raja prepared themfelves to give 
Battel 5 befides that % they foonknew 
the refolution o f Aureng-Zebe, that he 
would force them , fince that, al­
though his Arm y was not all come up, 
he gave them feme Vollies'of Can- 
• ‘ ’ ;i. ' non 5



non  ̂ his defign being to amufe them, 
fearing left they themlclves ftiould pafs 
the River, not only to prevent his 
palTage, but alfb to hinder his Army 
From repofing, and from taking an 
advantageous poft • which was indeed 
in great diforder, and fo tired by their 
March, and Fo faint by the heat, that 
if at the very firft it had been affaulted, 
and kept from palling the W ater, it 
would doubtlefs have been routed 
without much refiftance. f l  was not 
by in this iirft Encounter, but thus it 
was generally difeourfed of, and it 
agreeth with the after-relation o f many 
of our french-men, who ferved Aureng- 
Zebe in the Artillery. ]  But they were 
content to ftay at the River-fide, to 
keep <yiureng-Zebe from palling i t , 
according to the Order they had re­
ceived.

After that Aureng-Zebe had let hi* 
Army reft tw o or three days, and by 
amufing the Enem y, had fitted it to 
pafs the R iver, he made his whole 
Artillery play, which was very well, 
placed 5 and he commanded,that under

the



the favour o f the Cannon they fliouid 
pafs the River. Kafem-Kan and the 
Raja, on their part, difcharged theirs 
alfo, and did what they could to re- 
pulfe the Enemy, and to keep him  
from palling: The Combat was (harp 
enough at firft, and very obftinately 
maintained by the extraordinary V a ­
lour of jeffomfeigne. For as to Kafem- 
Kan, although a great C aptain , and 
a flout M an, he gave no great proof 
o f his Valour in this occafion $ yea s 
fomeaccufe him of Treachery, char­
gin g him that he had in the night 
cauled the Bullets and Powder to be 
hid under the Sand, there being no 
more o f them to be found after tw o  
or three difcharges. However it b e , 
the Combat for ail that w a s , as I faid ,  
very refolutely carried o il , and the 
paffage long difputed. There were 
Rocks in the Bed of the R iver, which 
did much embarafs, and the Banks in 
m any places were very high and diffi­
cult to climb up. But at lafl, Morad- 
Jtikcke call himfelf into the water w ith  
fo much refolution and force, and

fhew’d



of tije €mptw of mo c  o  l.
View’d fo much valour and boldnefs, 
that there was no refitting of him. 
He patted o v e r , and with him a good 
part o f the Arm y, which made ICafcm- 
Kan to give b ack , and caft (fomfeigne 
into great danger o f his perfon. For 
by and by he found the whole Body of 
the Enemy upon him , and without 
the extraordinary refolution of his Ra- 
gipous, who almoft all were killed about 
him, he had been a dead man. One 
may judge o f  the great danger he was 
in upon this occafion, by this, that 
after he had difengaged himfelf as well 
as he could, arid was come back to his 
ow n, not daring to return tq Agra. > 
becaufe of the great lofs he had futtered, 
pf leven or eight thouland Ragipous he 
had but five or fix hundred o f them re­
maining.

Thefe Ragipous, who take their name 
from the Rajas, that is to fay, the 
Children o f  th e-Raj as, are from Father 
to Son fuch Men as make the Sword 
their Profettion. The Rajas, whofe 
Su^etts they are, do alfign them Lands 
for their fubfiftence, on condition to

be



be always ready to go to W ar when 
fummoned. So that one might fay,that 
they were a fort of Pagan Nobles, if  
the Rajas gave them their Lands in pro­
priety for them and their Children. 
They are great takers of Opium ; and 
I have fometimes wondred at the 
quantity I have feen them take : They 
accuftom themfelves to it from their 
youth. On the day of Battel they 
double the Dofe, this Drug animating, 
or rather inebriating them , and ma­
king them inlenfible o f danger 5 info- 
much.that they caft themlelves into 
the Combat like fo many furious 
Beafts * not knowing what it is to run 
a w a y , but dying at the feet of their 
Raja, when he ftands to it. They 
want nothing but Order, Refolution 
they have enough. ’Tis a pleafure 
thus to fee them , w ith  the fume o f  
Opium in their head, to embrace one 
another, when the Battel is to begin , 
and to give their mutual Farewels, as 
M en refolved to dye. And that they 
do for this reafon • that the Great Mo- 
gol, though a Mahurnetm, and. by con­
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fequcnce an Enemy of the Heathen■> 
yet for all that entertains always a good 
number of Rajas in his lervice, whom 
he confiders as his other Omrahs, and 
imploys in his Armies as if  they were 
Mahumet&ns*

I cannot forbear to relate here the 
fierce reception , which the Daughter 
of the JRam gave to her Husband jef- 
fomfeigne, after his defeat and flight. 
When fhe heard that he was n ig h , 
and had underftood-what had palfed 
in the Battel 5 that he had fought with 
all poflible courage, that he had but 
four or five hundred Men left • and 
that at laftr, not being able to refill: 
any longer the E nem y, he had been 
obliged to retreat: She, in ftead o f 
fending one to receive him , and to 
confole him in his misfortunes , com­
manded'in a dry mood to fliut the 
Gates of the C a ftle , and not to let 
this infamous Man enter - that he was 
not her Husband ■ that fhe would 
never fee him $ that the Son-in-iawof 
the Great Ran a , could not have fo low  
a Soul5 that he was to remember,

that
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that being grafted into fo Illuftrious 
an Houfe, he was to imitate the Vir* 
tue of it $ and, in a word , that he 
w as either to vanquifh or to dye. A 
moment after (he was of another 
humour 5 die commands a Pile o f 
Wood to be la id , that (he might burn 
her felf, that they abus’d her*, that 
her Husband muft needs be dead * that 
it could not be otherwife. And a 
little while after th is , (he was feen to 
change her countenance , to fall into 
paflion, and to break out into a thou- 
fand reproaches againft him. In (hort, 
(he remained thus tranfported eight or 
nine days,without being able to refolve 
to (ee her Husband, ’till at laft her M o­
ther coming in , brought her in fome 
degree to her (elf, and comforted hei\j 
afliiring her, that as foon as the Raja, 
had but a little refrelh’d hinifelf, he 
would raife another A rm y , to fight 
Aureng-Zebe, and repair his Honour at

any rate. r
By which ftory one may fee a pat­

tern of the Courage of the W om en
in that Countrey ? To which I cou a

add



avdd fomething I have feen fome of 
them d o , who burned themfelves a- 
Iive after the death o f their Husbands ♦ 
but we rnuft referve this Difcourfe for 
another place, w herelfhall alfofhew, 
that there is nothing which opinion, 
prepofleflion , cuftom, -hope, and the 
point of honour, & c. may not make 
Men do or fuffer.

Dura, having underftood what had 
palled at Eugenes, fell into that choler 
againft Kafem-Kxn, that it was thought 
he would have cut off his Head, if  
he had been upon the place. He was 
alfo tranfported againft Emir-JemU, 
as the Perlon that was the firft and 
principal Caufe o f the Misfortune, 
and who had furnifh’d <^fureng-Zebc 
with Men, Money, and Cannon. He 
is ready to kill his Son Mahmet Emir- 
Kan , and w ill fend his W ife and 
Daughter to B.ifar, or the Market­
place o f proftituted Women  ̂ and ’tis 
paft doubt, that he would have done 
fome fuch thing, i f  Chah-Jehan, with 
much art and prudence, had not mo­
derated the excefs of his paffion, in

remon-
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remonftrating to him , that Emir- 
Jejttla had not fo little condud, not 
fo great a Friendship for Aureng-Zebc, 
as to hazard, and in a manner to fa- 
erifiee his Fam ily, for the advancing 
o f his Intereft 5 that Aureng-Zebe muft 
needs have gulled and enfnared him * 
by his ufual artifice and cunning.

As for Aureng-Zebe and Morad-Bah 
the, the happy fuccefs of this firft En­
counter did fo fwell their hearts, and 
gave fuch Courage to their whole 
A rm y , that henceforth they believed 
themfelves invincible, and capable to 
compafs any thing. Befides, Aureng- 
Zebe , the more to animate his Soul- 
diers, bragged openly, that he had 
Thirty thouland Mogols at his devotion 
in the Arm y o f Dara; and there was 
fomething in i t , as appeared by the 
fequel. Momd-Bakche was for nothing 
but fighting, and would march w ith  
all diligence. But Aureng-Zebe rep re­
lented to h im , that it was neceflary the 
Arm y fhould refrefh themfelves for 
fome time upon the Banks of this 
fweet River • that in the mean time

he



he would write to all his Friends, arid 
get a full and certain information of 
the ftate o f the C o u rt, and of,the 
condition o f all Affairs. So that he 
marched not towards Agra, ’ till he 
had refted. fome days, and after that 
he marched but llow ly, to inform 
himfelf of all, and to take his time and 
meafures.

Concerning Cbah-Jehan, when he 
plainly faw the refolution of Aureng- 
Zebe and Morad-Bakche, and that there 
was no hope left to make them turn 
back, he was in fuch a perplexity, 
that he knew  not what to refolve, 
and forefeeing fomeogreat calamity, 
he would fain have hin’dred the laft 
decifive Battel, for which he faw 
Day* preparing himfelf with great 
eagernefs. But what could he do to. 
oppofe it?  He was yet too weak o f 
his ficknefs , and faw himfelf ftill in 
the hands o f Day a , whom , as I have 
faid, he trufted not m uch: So that he 
found himfelf obliged to acquielceig 
his W ill, and to commit to him all 
the Forces o f the ^Empire,; and to 
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command all Captains to obey hint, 
Immediately all was in A rm s: I know  
not, whether there was ever a*more 
gallant Arm y feen in Indojian. ’ T is 
E id , that there were little lefs th an  an 
hundred thoufand Horfe, and tw e n ty  
thoufand Foot , with four thoufand 
peeces of Cannon, without reckoning 
the incredible number of Servants , 
Followers, Viftuallcrs, whom H iftorri 
ans me thinks do often put into the 
number of the Combatants,when they 
{peak o f thofe formidable Arm ies o f 
three or four hundred thoufand M e n , 
o f which their Books are full. T h o u g h  
this Army was very brave, 'and ftron g 
fenough to cut in pieces two or three ol 
fuch as Aurcng-Zebe had, in w h ich  
there were no more than thirty five 
or forty thoufand Men in all, and thefe 
tired and haraffed by a very long and 
irkfom M arch , during the height o f 
the Heats 5 and but a (mail number o f 
C an n on , in refped of that of Dara. 
Mean time (which feems hard to be­
lieve) there was fcarce any Body that 
ptefaged w ell for Dara, all k n o w in g .

that



that moft o f the chief Omrabs had.no 
affe&ion for him , and that all the 
good Souldiers that were for him , 
and whom he might confide in , were 
in the Arm y o f solim&n cbekouh, his 
Son. A n d ’twas for this reafon, that 
the moft prudent and the moft faith­
ful o f his Friends, and Chah-Jeha» 
himlelf, counfelled him, not to hazard 
a Battel : chah-Jehan offering, as in­
firm as he w a s , that he would go into 
the Field himfelf, and be carried before 
Aureng-Zebe, to interpofe * which was 
iooked upon as a very good Expedient 
for Peace, and for accomodating the 
Affairs of Chah-Jeham For ’tis cer­
tain , that K_Aureng-Zebe and Morad- 
Bakche, would never have had the 
boldnefs to fight againft their ow n 
Father • and if  they lhould have at­
tempted i t ,  they would havefmarted 
for i t , becaule, befides that the match 
was not equal, and all the great Om- 
rahs were fo affedrionate to Chab-Jehtw, 
that they would not have failed to fight 
fefolutely, i f  they had feen him in 
the head o f the A rm y 5 befides this.
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I fay , the Captains themfelvcs of 
Aureng-Zebe and Morad-Ba-kche, bore 
great affection and refpedi to this 
Prince, whole Creatures they m oft 
werej and the whole A rm y, in  a 
manner, was his. So that in all ap­
pearance , not one of them w o u ld  
have prefumed to draw his Sw ord a- 
gainft him , nor he been at the pains o f 
drawing his.

Then they advifed D am , that i f  
he would not hearken to this E xpe­
dient , he Ihould at leaft not precipi­
tate thebufinefs, but delay, ’till S oil­
man chekouh, who made all hafte to  
jo y n , were come in. W hich w a s  
alfo very good counfel, in regard 
that that Prince was beloved o f  a l l , 
and was lately come home vittorious, 
and had the moft faithful and the bra- 
veft Souldiers w ith him. But Dara 
would never hearken to any propo­
rtion that could be made to him, and 
he thought on nothing elfe but to g iv e  
Battel prefently, and to go againft 
Aureng-Zebe in perfon. And pollibly 
he did not am iis, as to his own Ho­

nour



nour and particular Intereft, if  he 
could have comsnanded Fortune, and 
made things fucceed as he contrived 
them. For the Confiderations he had 
(as he could not forbear now and then 
to difeover) were fome fuch as thefe: 

He looked upon himfelf as Matter 
of the Perfon of chah-'jehan; that he 
could difpofe of him as he pleafed; 
that he was alfo Poffeflfor of all the 
Treafures and Forces of the Empire; 
that Suitm Sujsh was half ruined 5 
that his tw o other Brothers, w ith a 
weak and tired A rm y , were com*e to 
caft themfelves into his Bands 5 th a t, 
if he gained the Battel, they could not 
efcape him that he fhould all at once 
be abfolute M atter, and at the end of 
ali his troubles, and at the height o f 
his w ilhes, fo as no body could con- 
tradidi him in any th in g, or difpute 
the C ro w n  with him. Whereas if  
Chih-Jehan Ihould take the Field , all 
Affairs would be accommodated, his 
Brothers would return to their Go­
vernments, chAh-Jehan, who began 
to recover his health, would refume 

F 3 the



the Government as before , and all 
things would return into their firft 
channel: That, i f  he Ihould flay for 
SolimxnChekmh, his Son, Chxh-jehxn 
might take fome Defign to his difad- 
vantage, or contrive lomething w ith  
Aurevg'Zebe; that whatever he could 
do for gaining the V ictory, the Repu­
tation, which Solim/in Chekouh had pur- 
chafed , would ftill give him all the 
honour of it. And after th at, w h at 
would not he be capable to undertake, 
fwelled w ith fo much glory and fuc- 
cefs*, and efpeciaily being fupported, 
as he w as, by the favour and affe&ion 
o f Chah-Jehm, and of the greateft 
part o f the Omrahs ? W hat did he 
k n o w , whether he would keep any 
m odefty, or any refpeft for h im , and 
whether his Ambition might not carry 
him ?

Thefe Confiderations made Data 
refolve to ftand outagainft thecounfel 
o f  a ll, andtopurfue his point. A n d  
for that .purpole, he commanded im ­
mediately the whole Army to take the 
fie ld , and thereupon came to take

leave



leave of cbah-Jehan, who was in the 
Fortrefs of Agra. This good old Man 
was ready to melt in tears, when he 
embraced him 5 but withall failed not 
to reprefent to him , with a very grave 
countenance: W ell5 Dara, fincethou 
art refolved to follow thine ow n w ill, 
g o , God blefs thee, but remember 
well thefe few  words - I f  thou lofejl the 
Butt el, take heed of ever coming into my 
Prefence. But this made no great im~ 
preffion upon him * he goeth forth 
briskly, taketh horfe, and feizeth on 
the Paflage of the River Tchembel, 
which is about Twenty Miles from 
Agra; where he fortified himfelf, ex­
pecting his Enemy. But the fubtile 
and crafty Fakire, who wanted no good 
Spies, and people that gave him in­
telligence o f a ll, and who knew that 
the Paffage was there very difficult, 
took good heed to attempt the forcing 
it. He came to encamp himfelf near 
it ,  fo that from the Camp o f Dara 
one m ight difcover his Tents. But 
what doth he in the mean time i  He 
inveagles a certain Rebel o f Raja, 
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called chempet, prefents him richly 3 
and promileth him a thoufand fine 
th in gs, i f  he would let him pafs tho­
rough his Territories, that fo he m ight 
go with fpeed to gain a certain place, 
where he knew that the River m ight 
be pafled on foot w ith eafe. Ckempet 
agreeth, and offers o f his ow n accord, 
that he would hi mfelf attend h im , 
and fhew him the way through the 
Woods and Hills o f his Countrey. 
Aareng-Zebe raifed his Cam p the fame 
n ig h t, without any n oife, leaving 
fome o f his Tents to a m u fe D ^ , and 
marching night and day, made fuch 
hafte, that he was almoft as foon on 
the other fide o f the R iver, as Dart 
could have notice o f it. W h ich  ob­
liged Dara to abandon the River there, 
and to leave all his Fortifications, and 
to follow his Enem y, w h o , he was 
told, did advance w ith  great diligence 
towards Agra, to gain the River o f 
Gemna, and there without trouble, 
and at his eafe, to enjoy the w a te r, 
to fortifie, and to fix himfelf w e ll, 
and fo to expert Dara. The place

where



where he encamped is but five leagues 
from Agra, it was formerly called Sa- 
mongHer, and now Fate abaci, which is 
fo lay, Place of Vitfory. A  little while 
after, Bara alfo came to encamp there, 
nigh the Bank o f the lame R iv e r , 
between Agra and the Army of Aureng- 
Z'be,

The tw o Armies were there be* 
tween three and four days in fight o f 
one another, without fighting. Mean 
time Chab-Jehan wrote feveral Letters 
to IUr a, that S oilman chekoub was not 
far off • that he Ihould not precipitate ? 
that he Ihould come near Agra , and 
chufe an advantageous place to fortifie 
himfelf ’till he came. * But Bara an- 
fwer’d , that before three days were 
palled, he would bring to him Aureng- 
Zebe and Morad-Bxkche tyed hand and 
foot, to do with them what he Ihould 
think fit. And without expe&ing any 
longer, he began at that very hour to 
put his A rm y in Battel array.

He placed in the Front all his Can ­
non , caufing them to be tyed the one 
to the other w ith  Chains, to fhut

the



the paffage to the Cayalry. Behind 
thefe Peeces of Cannon, he placed alio 
front-wile a great number o f light C a ­
mels , on the forepart o f the Bodies 
whereof they faftcn a fmall Peece, o f 
the bignefs* o f a double Mufquet • a 
Man fitting on the hind-part o f the 
Cam el, being able to charge and dis­
charge without lighting. Behind 
thefe Camels flood the greateft part 
o f the Mufqueteers. O f the reft o f  
the A rm y, which chiefly confifted in 
Cavalry , furnifh’d with Bows and 
A rro w s, (as ordinarily are the Mogols, 
that i s , at prefent, white M en, M a­
hometans, ftrangers, as Per ft ms, Turks, 
Arabims , and Usbecks;) or w ith  a 
Sw ord, and a kind of Half-pike , as 
commonly are the Ragipous: O f all 
thefe, I fay , there were made three 
different Bodies. The right W in g 
was committed tO'Calil-ulldh-Km, w ith  
Thirty Thoufand Mogols under his 
Command • for he was made Great 
Bdkchis , that is , Great Maftcr o f the 
C a v a lry , in the place of Vmeckmend- 
K m , that was afterwards my ^Agah,

who



who voluntarily refigned this O ffice, 
feeing that he was not well beloved 
of Dart, for having always highly 
maintained againft him the Intereft 
and Authority of Chah-Jehan. The 
left W ing was given to Rufiam-Kan 
Vakny , a very renowned and very va­
liant Captain , together w ith the 
Raja sbatrefate, and the Raja Ramfezgm 
Routle.

On the Other fide, '^Aareng-Zebc 
and CMorad-Rakcbe put alfo their Army 
almoft into the fame Order 5 except 
that in the midft of the Troops o f 
fome Omrahs, they had hid fome fmall 
Field-Peeces, which w a s , as was 
faid, after the w ay and Art o f Emir- 
jemla, and w ith no ill efFe&.

They hardly made ufe of any more 
A r t , than what hath been now  re­
lated • only they placed here and there 
fome Men cafting Barnes, which is a 
kind o f Granado fattened to a ftick , 
that may be caft very far through 
the C ava lry , and which extremely 
terrifieth H orfes, and even hurts ana 
kills fometimes.

All
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A ll this Cavalry turns about very 

eafily, and they draw their Arrow s 
w ith  marvellous fwiftnefs j ©ne Man 
being able to draw fix of them, before 
a Mufqueteer can twice difcharge his 
Mufquet. The fame Cavalry keeps 
alfo very clofe in feveral Troops under 
their refpedtive Officers , efpecially 
when they are going to fight hand to 
hand. But after a ll, I fee n o t, that 
this w ay of putting an Arm y in array, 
is any great m atter, in comparifon 
o f our Armies, when in good order.

All things being thus difpofed, the 
Artillery began to play onbothfidesy 
for his always the Cannon that makes 
tfie prelude amongfl: them ; and the 
Arrows were now leen to fly through 
the Air, when unexpe&edly there hap­
pen’d to fall a Storm of R ain , fo vio­
lent , that it interrupted the Combat. 
The Rain ceafing, the Cannon began 
afrefh to roar •, and then it was that 
Dara appeared, who being mounted 
upon a proud Elephant of CeiUti, com ­
manded that an Oniet fhould be made 
on all fidesj and himfelf advanced

into



into the midft of the Body of the C a­
valry , diredfly towards the Enemies 
Artillery , who received him warm- 

, l y , kill’d ftore o f Men about h im , 
and put into diforder, not only the 
Main Body which he commanded, 
but alfo the other Bodies of the C a­
valry that followed him. Y et not- 
withftanding, becaufe he was feen to 
keep firm upon fiis Elephant, w ith­
out any appearance of giving back , 
and was obferved to look every where 
about him with an undaunted look, 
and to make figns with his hands to 
advance and to follow him , this dif­
order foon ceafed, every one refuming 
his R ank, and advancing in the fame 
pace with Ddra. But he could not 
reach the Enem y, without receiving 
another Volley of Cannon-fhot,which 
cauled a fecond and great diforder in 
his M en, and made a good part of 
them recoyl * yet h e, without any 
change in his countenance, flood to 
it, encouraging his Troops, and gave 
ft ill figns, that they (hould follow him, 
and advance with fpeed without any

lofe



lofs o f time. Thus preffing vigoroufly 
forward, he forced the Enemies Ar-/ 
tillery , broke the C h ain s, entred in­
to their Cam p, and made a Rout in 
their Camels and Infantry, and in every 
thing he met w ith on that fide •, open­
ing alfo a good paffage to the C a ­
valry that followed him. Then it 
was, that the Enemies Cavalry facing 
him, a fore Com bat began. A  Ihowre 
o f Arrows fill'd the Air from both 
fides, Dara himfelf putting his hand 
to  that work : But, to fay truth, thefe 
Arrow s do but little execution *, more 
o f  them are loft in the A ir , or broken 
on the ground , than hit. The firft 
Difcharges o f Arrows being m ade, 
they fought hand to hand w ith their 
Sables,‘ fefle mejle, and the Com bat 
was ftoutiy maintain’d on both lides. 
Dant is ftill feen to continue firm on 
his Elephant, encouraging, making
a noife, and giving figps on all fides v
and at laft advancing with fo much re- 
folution and force, againft all that 
oppofed him in his March, that he 
Overthrew the Cavalry,and made them 
to retire and run away. -dt*-



< ^Ameng-Zebe, who was not far 
from thence, and mounted alfo on an 
Elephant, feeing this great diforder, 
was in great trouble, and laboured 
with all his might to remedy i t ;  but 
to no purpofe. He made the Main 
Body of his beft Cavalry advance, 
to try whether he could make head 
againft Dara; but it was not long be­
fore this Body alfo was"forced to give 
back, and to retreat in great diforder, 
whatever Aureng-Zebe could fay or do 
to hinder it. Mean tirfle let us take 
notice of his courage and refolution: 
He faw that almoft the whole Body 
of his Arm y was difordered, and in a 
flying pofture, in fo much that he had 
not a thoufand Men about him that 
kept their ftanding (fome told m e, 
that there were fcarce five hundred:)  
He fa w , that Dara, notwithftanding 
the difficulty o f the w a y , which was 
uneven, and full o f holes in divers 
places, made as i f  he would rulh in' 
upon him : Y e t , ’ for all this, he loft 
no courage, and was fo far from being 
ftruck with fear, or from retreating,

that



that he flood firmly to i t ,  and called 
by name moft of his Captains thaj 
were about him , crying out to them, 
Delirane Kodahe, (thefe are his own 
words,) that is, Courage my eld Friends, 
God is: W hat hope is therein flying* 
Know you n o t, where is our Decanf 
Kodahe , Kodahe, God is, God is. And 
that none m ight doubt o f his being 
undaunted, and that he thought on 
nothing lefs than running a w a y , he 
commanded before them all (oh ftrange 
extremity ! ) that forthwith Chains 
fliould be fattened to the feet o f his 
Elephant 5 and was going to fallen 
them in good earneft, but that they 
all declared their courage and refolu- 
tion, to live and dye with him.

Dara in the interim endeavoured to 
advance upon Aureng-Zebe, though he 
was yet at a good diftance from h im , 
and though the difficulty of the w ay 
embaraffed and retarded him much ; 
he meeting alfo with fome refiftance, 
even from thofe dilbrdered Horfe o f 
the Enem y, that cover’d all high and 
low  places where he was to March.

And



And this Encounter with Aweng-Zebe 
was looked upon as the thing, that 
was to allure Dara o f  the Victory, and 
to decide the Battel. And doubtlefs, 
he would have overcome alltheledif* 
Acuities, and Attreng-Zebc, w ith  the 
fmall number left him , would not 

'have been able to bid head to this 
vi&orious Arm y , i f  Dara had know n 
how to profit o f the prife he had in 
his hands. But here he failed; o f 
which I ftmll now fhew the occafion i 
and how thereby the Scale was turned 
to Aureng-Zebe’s advantage.

Dara perceived that his left W in g  
was in great diforder, and he was in­
formed, that Rujlam-Kan and Chatre- 
fale were killed; that Ramfeigne Routle 
had too far advanced, that he had 
indeed forced the Enemy, and made 
way through*the midft o f them ; but- 
that now he was furrounded every 
w a y , and in very great danger. This 
it was j w hich made Dara defifl: from 
his defign o f making directly towards 
Aureng-Zebe, that he might go to 
fuccour his left W ing, Thereat firffc 
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the Battel was alfo very (harp, but' 
J)ara at laft carried i t , forcing and 
routing all, yet Co, as'that there ftill 
remained fomething that refilled and 
flopped him. Mean tim e, Ramfeigm 
Routle fought w ith fo much courage 
and vigour as was poflible. He w oun­
ded Morad-Bakche, and came fo near 
him , that he began to cut the Girdles 
o f his E lephant, to make him fall 
down- but the valour and good for­
tune o f Morud-Bukche gave not time 
enough for it. In Ihort, never any 
Man fought and defended himfelf more 
bravely , than Morad-Bakche did on 
this occafion: A ll wounded as he w as, 
and preffed by the Ragipous o f Ramfetgne 
Routle, w ho were round about h im , 
he was not daunted, nor gave w ay 
in the leaft, but knew fo well to take 
■ his tim e, th a t, although he w a s, be- 
fides defending himfelf, to cover w ith  
his Shield a Son of h is, but of feven 
or eight years of Age ', who was fit­
ting on his f i d e h e  made an A rrow - 
shot fo luckily at R&mfeigne Routle, that 
it made him fall dead to the ground. •

Par*
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Vara foeii heard the lad News of 
tills Accident $ but at. the fame time 
he underftood a lio , th.it /ktcraA-Bakche 
vras in very' great danger * the Rngr~ 
pus fighting furioully , 1 and like Lions, 
to revenge the death o f their Matter. 
And though he law  \ oh that fide the 
way was very difficult i, and that he 
ftill found feme (mail Body oppoffng 
add retarding him f  yeti he was de­
termined to rufli through to Mom&r 
Bakche i Anti doubtfeels this was the 
beft he could d o , and th at, which 
was capable to repair the fault he had 
committed in .n ot doing his hufinels 
thoroughly w ith  ^Aureng-Zebe. But 
his bad fortune kept him from i t ,  or 
rather, one of the blabkeft Treache­
ries that ever was imagined, and the 
greateft overfight that was ever com­
mitted , did ' caufe the entire lofs and 
ruin o f Vara.

Calil-ullah-Kan (he that commanded 
the Thirty Thoufand Mogvls, which 
made the right W in g , and were alone 
able to defeat the whole Army of 
Aureng-Zibe) did | whiltt para and 
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his left W in g  fought with fo much 
courage and fuccefs, keep o ff, as idle 
as i f  he were not concerned in the fray, 
not permitting any one o f his Horfc- 
men to Ihoot an A rro w , with a pre­
tence, that they were for a R eferve, 
and that he had exprefs order not to 
fight but in the laft extremity. But 
thfe true caufe w a s , that he referved 
in his breaft the rancour of an Cld 
A ffront, done him by Data , when he 
commanded him to be ftruck. But 
after a l l , this Treachery would have 
done no great mifohief, i f  this infa­
mous Man had contented bimfelf w ith  
this firft Effetf: o f his Refentment : 
Behold, how far he carried his rage, 
and revengeful nefs 1 He cut himfelf off 
from his Main Body , and taking only 
a few Men w ith him , rid with all 
pofltble fpeed towards Data, at the 
fame time when he was turning to 
fall on Morad-Bakche , and being come 
fo near as to make himfelf be heard, 
cryed out w ith  all his force $ Mobba- 
rtek-bad, Haz/irct, S Ahmet, Elbamd- 
uUU/th ; God fave your M ajefty, you

have



lhave obtained the Vidlory 5 what will 
you do any longer upon your Ele­
phant? Is*it not enough, that you 
have expofed your felf fo long ? If 
the leaft of thole Ihots, that have been 
made into your Dais, had reached your 
Perfon, what w ould have become o f 
us? Are there Traitors wanting in 
this Arm y ? In the Name o f God 
come down quickly and take Horle. 
What remains more to be done, than 
to purfue thofe Run-aways. Let us 
do fo,- nor let us fuffer, that they fhould 
efcapc our hands!

I f  Dara had had w it enough to du- 
co'ver the ch eat, and to confider upon 
a fudden the confequences of his not 
appearing any more upon the Ele­
phant , and being no more feen by 
the whole A rm y, always eying h im , 
or rather, i f  he had prefently com­
manded to cut off the Head o f this 
Parafitical Traitor,he had been.Ntafter 
of all. But the good Prince fuffered 
himfelf to be blinded By thele fweet 
w ords: He hearkened to this advice, 
as i f  it had been very true and very 
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fiacere • he defended from his E le­
phant , and took Horfe But I know  
not, whether there palfed one quarter 
o f an hour, but he perceived the Trea- 
chery of cdil-ulUh-Km , and repented 
himfelf extremely of the. great fault 
he had committed, fie  looks about 
him , heieeketh, he asketl) where Ire 
Isqt he faitfe he is’ a Ttaitor?, lie will 
kill Mrauia,B ut the perfidious Villain 
is By this time:at a good diiftance: ; th? 
eocafidn isdoffe W&uld itlbebelieved* 
that as .ikiam s the Arm y perceived 
Dara to be no more upon? the EJê  
phanc,n thayiimagihed that there was 
Treafon^dbatoi&tr* was killed 5 and 
all were i t  ruck w ith  fueh a tefrour * 
that every one thought on nothing, 
b u th ow to  e^ape the hands of Awmg- 
Ztbe, and to lave h im fe lfi. W hatfliall 
I* fayt A ll .the Army: disbands and 
flyeth. A  hidden and ftrangc revo-r 
lo tion !, He that iaw.hirafglf juft now  
victorious, finds himfelf in a lew  mo­
ments vanquished, abandoned, and. ob­
liged to fly himfelf to fave his life  
Ameng-Zebe :,t by ho Idang out. firm a

quarter



Quarter of an hour upon his Elephant, 
teeth the Grown o f Jndojlm upon his 
Head 5 and Vara, for having come 
down a little too foon, (eeth himfelf 
precipitated.from the Throne , and 
the moft unfortunate Prince o f  the 
World, Thus Tortune taketh plea- 
fure, to make the gain or lofs o f a 
Battel, and the decifion of a great 
Empire, depend upon a nothing.

Thefe great and prodigious Armies, 
kis true , do fometimes great things; 
but when once terrour feizeth, and 
diforder comes . among them , what 
means of flopping the Commotion r? 
’Tis like a great River broke through 
its Dams -, it muft over-run all, w ith­
out a Remedy. W hence it is , that as 
often as I confider the condition o f 
fueh Arm ies, deftitute o f good order, 
and marching like flocks of Iheep, I 
perfwade my fe lf , th at, if  in thefe 
parts one might fee an Atm y o f five 
and tw enty thoufand Men ,* o f thofe 
old Troops o f Flandres, under the con­
duct of Monsieur le Prince, or o f Mon­
sieur de Turenne, I doubt not at a ll, 
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but they would trample under foot alii 
thofe A rm ies, how numerous foever 
they were. And this it i s , that now  
maketh me not find it any longer 
ftrange or incredible, what w e  are 
told o f ten thoufand Greeks; and of 
fifty thoufand Men o f  Alexander, over­
coming fix or feven hundred thoufand 
Men of Darius; ( i f  it be tn ie , that 
there were fo m any, and that the Hi- 
ftorian did not reckon the Servants, 
and all thofe Numbers of Men, w hich 
were to follow the A rm y, to furnifh it 
w ith  Forage, C attel, C o rn , and all 
other neceffarics.) Bear only the firft 
brunt, which would be no very diffi­
cult thing for us to do * and beh old , 
they are all aftonifh’d : O r , do like 
Alexander, fet vigoroufly upon one 
place, if  that hold not out, (which w ill 
be very hard of them to do) you may 
be fure the w ork is done; all the reft 
prefently take fright and flight toge­
ther. 4

Aureng-Xebe, encouraged by fuch a 
wonderful fuccefs, is not wanting to 
turn every fto n c , to employ s k ill ,

dex-



ot  theem pire of m o g o l . 8p
dexterity, fubtilty, craft, courage , to 
\profit by dll the advantages, which fo 
Favourable an occafion puts into his 
hands. cdil-»Uih Kxtt is prefently with 
him, offering him his fervice, and all 
the Troops he could be Matter of. 
He, on his fide, wants not words of 
thanks and acknowledgments, nor a 
thoufand fair promifes: But he was 
very cautious to receive him in his 
own name 5 he carried himprefently 
and prefented him to Morad-Bakche ,■  
who, as w c may eafily think, received 
him with open arms •, Aure»g-Zebe in 
the mean time congratulating and 
praifing UWorad-Bakche, for having 
fought fo valiantly, and aferibing to 
him all the honour of the Vi& ory • 
treating him w ith the Title o f  King 
and Majefty before Cahl-ulUh-Kan 4 gi­
ving him uncommon refpeft , and do­
ing fubmittions to him becoming a 
Subje<tt and Servant. In the interim , 
he labours night and day for himfelf, 
he writeth round about to all the Om- 
rabs, making furetoday of one, and 
next day o f another. Ch*h-hcJi-KAv,

his



his U n cle, the great and old Enemy;, 
of Data, by reafon o f an Affront he 
had received from him , did the fame 
for him on his part * and as he is the 
Per% i who writeth beft and fubtilleft 
o f  the Empire of indojlan, fo he con­
tributed not a little by his Cabals to 
the advancement of the Affairs of 
Aureng-Zebe, making ftrong Parties 
every where againft Dora.

In the mean time let us ftill obferve 
the artifice and diflimulation o f An- 
teng-Zebe: N othing of what he doth, 
treateth, promifeth, is for him felf, 
or in hi§ ow n Name 5 he hath ftill 
(forfooth) the defign of living as a 
Fakire: A ll is for Morad-Bakche, ’tis he 
that commands • Aureng-Zebe doth no­
thing 5 ’tis Morad-Rakche that doth all, 
’tis he that is defigned to be King.

A*5 for the unhappy D.ara, he comes 
w ith all fp eed to Agra, in adefperate 
condition, and not daring to go fee 
Cbah-Jehan, remembring, doubtlels, 
thofe levere words which he let f a l l , 
when he took leave of him before the 
Battel, viz,. T hat he fhould remember

not



not to come before h im , if he were 
overcome. Yet, for ah that, the good 
old Father* feptfepredy a trufty* Eu­
nuch to h im , to comfort, him , to af- 
fure diirp continuance o f  his
affe&iop, to  declare to;him.his, trouble 
for Ins misfortune, and toremopftrate 
to him , that the Cafe w aj not yet de-r 
jperate, copfideripg that there w as a 
good Arm y with. Salman ahehouh, his 
Son,; that he fhpuld go  to Debit, where 
he fhould find a.thpufand Horle in the 
Royal Stables - and (ba the Governour 
of the Fortrels had order to furnilli 
Itim with Mppey and Elephants - for 
the reft, iIm I he fhould not go further 
thanjie, needs m utt; tha  he would 
often write to him:, %nd laftly, that 
he.yery well knew'how to find put and 
$iaftife ; e

ji have been, informed, that Dar& 
Was then in. fitch a confufioip. add funk 
fo lo w , : that he had not the power 
to anfwer a word to the Eunuch, nor 
the: courage to fend any one to Cbak 
Jeban ; but that , after having fent 
feveral times to Begm-Sahel, his Sifter,

he



9t fetfto?? of t&e late liebolutioti
he went away at mid-night, taking 
w ith  him his Wife, his Daughters, 
and his Grarid-child StPe-chekouh * and 
that (which is almoft incredible) he 
was attended with not above three or 
four hundred perfons. Let us leave 
him in his Voyage to Debit, and ftay 
at Agra., to confider the dexterity and 
craft, wherewith Aureng-Zebe procee­
ded to manage Affairs.

He well knew, that Dir a, and thofe 
o f his Party, could yet place fome 
hopes in the victorious Arm y o f Soli- 
mart chekouh, and therefore he refblved 
to take it from h im , or to make it 
ufelefs to him. To this end, he w rote 
Letters upon Letters to the R*ja Jef- 
feigjte, and to Delil-Kan, w ho were 
the chief Heads o f the Arm y of Soli- 
min chekouh, telling them, that there 
was no hope left for D an  and his 
Party  ̂ that he had loft the Battel • 
that his whole Army had fubmi.tted 
to him 5 that all had abahdon’d hitn - 
that he was fled alone towards D ehli; 
that he could never efcape h im , and 
that Orders were diftnbuted every

where



where to feize on him. And as for 
Cb*k-Jcb*n , that he was in a condi­
tion hopelefs of recovery *, that they 
fliould take good care o f what they 
had to do • and i f  they were Men of 
underftanding, and would follow his 
fortune, and be his Friends, they 
fliould feize on Sohmun chekoub, and 
bring him to him.

Jeffeigne found himfelf perplex d e- 
nough, w hat he fliould do, frill much 
apprehending Chah- ĵehan and Dara, 
and more, to lay hands upon a Royal 
Perfon, w ell knowing, thatfomemif- 
chief m ight therefore fall on him , 
fooner or later, even from Aureng-Zebe 
himfelf. Betides, he knew that Soli- 
man chekoub had too much courage to 
let himfelf be taken after that manner, 
and that he would rather dye in de­
fending himfelf. Behold therefore, 
what he at laft refolved! After having 
taken coun/el w ith Dtlil-Kan, his great 
Friend, and after they had renew’d to 
one another the Oath of mutual Fi­
delity, he went dire<5ily to the Tent 
o f Soliman c h th u h , who with great

im-



impatience expelled him , (for he alfo 
had heard the News of the Defeat of 
tiara his Father) and had already di­
vers times lent for him, T o  him  he 
frankly difcover’d all things, fhew ’d 
him the Letter of Aureng^Zebe, told 
him what eourfe was beft for him  to 
take; reprefented to him the danger 
he was, in ■ that there was no reafoii 
he Ihould trail in Delil-Ran, or in Daond- 
k a n , or in the reft o f his Arm y * but 
th a t,,a s  foon.as he could, he fhould 
gain the Mountains o f Serenagaer; 
that that was the beft Expedient he 
could take • that the Raja o f that Coun- 
trey being in unaccellible places , and 
not apprehending Aureng-Zebe, w ould 
doubtiefs receive him gladly 5 and, for 
the reft, he would foon fee how  things 
would g o , arid be always in a condi­
tion to come down from the Moun­
tains, When he (hould think good.

The young Prince underftood w ell 
enough by this kind o f difcourfe, that 
there was rto ground to truft hence­
forth in this Raja , and that there was 
no more fafety for his Perfon * and 
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that the rather, becaufe he knew that 
Velil'Kctn was altogether devoted to 
him, and he faw well enough, that . 
there was a neceffity to take this courfe 
fuggefted. Whereupon he Toon com­
manded , that his Baggage Ihould be 
put up to march towards the Moun­
tains. Some of his moft affectionate 
Friends, as a good number of Manfeb- 
Vars, of Sajeds, and others, put them- 
felves in order to attend him the reft 
of the A rm y , altogether aftoniflh’d , 
remain’d w ith  the Raja. ^But that, 
which was very mean for a great Raja, 
and a very fordid barbaroufnefs, w a s , 
that he and Delil-Kan fent under hand 
fome to fall upon his Baggage, who 
alfo took other things, and among 
them an Elephant laden withRupies 
of G old , w hich caufed a great dis­
order among thofe fmall Troops that 
follow’d h im ; and which was an oc  ̂
cafion, that many of them return'd 
and abandon’d h im ; and invited alfo 
the Countrey-people to fet .upon his 
Men, pillaging them , and even kil­
ling fome o f them : Yet he made a
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ftuft to gain the Mountains, w ith  his 
W ife and Children, where the Raja 
o f ScrcnAgucr received him w ith  all 
the honour and civilities he could de* 
fire, alluring him , that he w a s  in 
fafety, as much as i f  he were K in g  of 
that Countrey, and that he would pro- 
tc<ft and aflift him with all his Forces. 
In the mean tim e, behold w hat hap* 
pened on Agra's fide.

Three or four days after the Battel 
o f Samonguer, the Victorious Anreng- 
Zehe, together w ith Morad-Bakche> 
came direftly to the Gate o f the T o w n  
into a Garden, which may be a little 
League diftant from the Fortrefs, and 
lent from thence an able Eunuch, and 
one o f thofe whom he moft confided 
in , to cbab-Jeban, tofalutehim  w ith  
a thoufand fair proteftations o f his 
afteftion and fubmiflion that he w as 
exceedingly forry for what had parted, 
and for having been obliged, by.rea- 
fon of the ambition and evil defigns o f 
Dara, to proceed to all thofe extrem i­
ties • th a t, for the reft, he rejoyced 
extremely to hear, that he began to

find



find himfelf better, and that he was 
come thither for no other end than to 
receive hisCommands.cbah-Jeban was 
not wanting to exprefs to the Eunuch 
much fatisfa&ion, as to the proceed 
dings of Aureng-Zebe > and to receive 
the fubmiflions o f this Son w ith  all 
poilible appearances of joy $ though 
he faw very w e ll, that matters Jhad 
been carried too fa r , and fuffieiently 
knew the referved and crafty humour 
of Aureng-Zebe, and his fecret palfion 
fpr Reigning • and that therefore he 
was not much to be trufted , for all his 
fair words. And yet notwithftanding 
he fuffers himfelf to be circumvented, 
and in Read of playing the fureft 
C hart, by ufing his utmoft pow er, 
by ftirring, by appearing, by caufing 
himfelf to be carried through the 
T o w n , and by affembling all his Ow- 
mbs, (for it was yet time to do all 
this) he goes about to out-wit Aureng- 
Zebe , him that was his Crafts-Mafter, 
and attempts to draw him into a fa are, 
wherein he w ill be found taken him­
felf. He then fends alfo an Eunuch
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to this S o n , to let him know , that 
he well underftood the ill conduct , 
and even the incapacity o f Dara; that 
he could not but call to mind the par­
ticular inclination he always had and 
expreffed towards h im , that he could 
not doubt o f his affedion 5 and laftly , 
that he Should come to fee him , and 
to #dvife w ith  him what was fit to 
fee done in thefe diforders • and that 
he paflionately wilhed to embrace him.

Aureng-Zebe, on his fide, faw alfo 
w ell enough, that he was not to truft 
too much to the words o f Chah-Jehan, 
knowing especially, that Begum-Saheb, 
his Enemy as well as Sifter, was night 
and day about him , and that ’twas 
very probable, he a&ed nothing but 
by her motion. And he apprehended, 
that if he ftiould come into the For- 
trefs, he m ight be feized o n , and ill 
treated; as it was faid, that the r e f ­
lation was indeed taken to do fo , and 
Several of thole lufty Tartarian W o ­
men, which ferve in the Seraglio, were 
armed to fet upon him as foon as he 
Should enter. Whatever it be, he
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would never hazard himfelf, and yet 
fpread a rumour abroad, that the next 
day he would go to fee his Father 
Chah-jehm. But when the day was 
come, he put it off ’till another, and 
fo he delayed it from day to day,’ w ith ­
out ever making, the Vifit. In the 
mean time he continued his fecret N e­
gotiations and Cabals, and founded 
the mind o f all the greateft Omrahs f 
fo far, that at laft, after he had w ell 
and clofely laid his Defign, and poli- 
tickly difpofed all things lor the fuccefs 
thereof, all were amazed to fee , that 
one d a y , when he had fent Sultan 
Mahmoud , his eldeft Son, to the For- 
trefs, under a pretence of feeing Chah- 
Jehan in his name 5 this young Prince, 
bold and undertaking, falls prefently 
upon the Guards that were at the 
Gate, and vigoroufly driveth all before 
him, whilft a great number o f Men 
appointed, who were there all ready, 
did enter w ith fury, and made them- 
felves Mailers of the Walls.

If ever a Man was alfonilh’d, Chah- 
lekan w as, feeing that he was fallen 
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into the fnare which he had prepared 
for others, that himfelf was impri­
son'd and Aureng-Zebe Matter o f the 
Fortrefs. T is  faid ,. that he prefently 
font to found the mind of Sultan M ah­
moud, promifing him upon his C ro w n  
and upon the Altoran, that if  he w ould  
be faithful to h im , and ferve him in  
this conjuncture, he would make h im  
King * that he fhould come prefently 
to fee him w ith in , and not lofe th is  
occafion: Eefides, that it would b e  
an action that would accumulate on  
him the bleflings o f H eaven, and an 
immortal Glory 5 in regard it would 
fee faid forever, that Sultan Mahmoud 
had deliver’d chah-Jehan his Grand­
father out o f Prifon.

And certainly, i f  Sultan Mahmoud 
had been refolute enough to give this 
ftroke, and Cbah-Jehan could have 
come abroad to fhew himfelf to the 
T o w n , and to take the Field, no man 
doubts, but all his great Omrahs would 
have followed him 5 nor would Aureng- 
Zebe himfelf have had the boldnefs 
nor the favagenefs to fight againft his
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ow n  Father in perfon, efpecially fince 
he muft have apprehended, that all 
the w orld would nave abandon’d him, 
and poflibly Aforad-Eakche himfclf. 
And 'tis indeed the great fault which 
Chah-Jeban is obierved to have com­
mitted after the Battel, and the flight 
of Dar*, not to have come out o f 
the Fortrefs. But yet l  have converfed 
w ith m a n y , w h o . maintained , that 
chab-jehan did prudently in it. For 
this hath been a queftion much agi­
tated among the Politicians, and there 
are no Reafons wanting to counte­
nance the Sentiment of the latter fort 5 
w h o alfo add, that Men almoft always 
judge o f things by the E ven t; that 
often very foolilh Enterprifes have 
been obferved to fucceed, and which 
therefore are approv’d by all 5 that i f  
Chah-Jehan had profper’d in his De- 
f ig n , he would have been efteem’d 
the moft prudent and the m oll able 
Man in the W orld, but now  being 
taken, he was nothing but a good old 
M an , that fuffer’d himfelf to be led 
by a W om an, his Daughter Begum'* 
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which was blinded by her paflion, 
and had the vanity to believe, that 
uAnreng-Zebe would come to fee her, 
that the Bird o f it felf would fly into 
the Cage, or at leaft, that he would 
never be fo. bold as to attempt the 
feizure of the.Fortrefs, nor have the 
power to do fb. Thele fame Reafo- 
ners maintaining alfo ftifly , that the 
greateft fault that Sultan Mahmoud 
could poflibly com m it, w as, that he 
knew not how  to take the occaflon to 
aflhre himfelf o f the, C ro w n , by the 
rareft and the moft generous A&ion 
that ever was,to put his Grandfather at 
liberty, and thus to do himfelf Right 
andJuftice, as the Soveraign Umpire 
o f Affairs; whereas , as things now 
Rand , he miift one day go and dye m 
Gonakor. But Sultan Mahmud (whe­
ther it was that he fear'd his Grand­
father would not keep his word w ith 
him , or that he ihouldbe himfelf de  ̂
tain’d w ith in , or that he durft not 
play tricks w ith  his Father 'Mureng- 
%ehe) would never hearken to any 
thing, nor enter into the Apartment

Of



of chab-jehav, anfwering very clofcly, 
that he had no order from his Father 
t;o go and fee him , but that he was 
by him commanded not to return, 
without bringing him the Keys of all 
the Gates o f the Fortrels, that fo he 
might come w ith all fafetyto kifs the 
Feet of -his Majefty. There pafled al- 
moft tw o whole days before he could 
refolveto furrenderthe Keys • during 
which tim e , Sultan Mahmoud ftaid 
there, unalterable in his resolutions, 
keeping himfelf upon his Guard night 
and d a y , with all his Troops about 
him 5 ’till at length Chak-Jehan, leeing 
that all his People that were upon the 
Guard at the little Gate, little by little 
disbanded, and that there was no more 
fafety on his fide, gave him the K eys, 
w ith an order to tell iureng-Zebe, 
that he Ihould come prefently i f  he 
were w ife , and that he had moft im­
portant things to difcourfe w ith  him 
about. But Aureng-Zebe was too cun­
ning to commit fo grofs a f a u l t O n  
the contrary, he made liis Eunuch 
Etbarkan Governour of the Fortrefs, 

H 4 - who



who prefcntly lhut up chah-Jehan , 
together w ith  Begum-Sahcb, and all 
his W om en; caufing divers Gates to 
be walled up, that fo he might not 
be able to write or fpeak to any body, 
nor go forth out of his Apartment 
without permiflion.

Aureng-Zebe in the mean $ime w rit 
to him a little N o te , which hefhew’d 
to every body before he feaied it • in 
w hich, among other things, he told 
him with dry expreffions, that he 
knew from good hands, that notwith- 
ilanding thofe great proteftations of 
efteem and affe&ion he made to h im , 
and of contempt he made of Dara , 
he had, for all th at, fent to Dar* tw o  
Elephants charged with Rupies of 
Gold, to raife him again, and to re­
commence the W ar 5 and that there­
fore, in truth, it was not lie that im- 
prifoned him , but Dara , and that he 
might thank him for it ,  as thecaufe 
o f all thefe misfortunes - and if it had 
not been for him, he would have come 
the very firft day to him, and paid 
him all the m oil dutiful refpe&s he

could



could have looked for from a goqd 
Son: T h a t, for the reft, he begged 
his pardon, and a little patience- as 
foon as he Ihould have dii'enabled-D^nc 
from executing his evil Defigns, he 
would coroe him felf and open the Gates 
to him.

I have heard it faid concerning this 
Note, that Chah-Jehan in very deed, 
the fame night that Dar* departed, 
had fent to him thefe Elephants laden 
w ith R u piesof G old , and that it was 
Rxuchenara-Begum that found a way to 
difeover it to Aureng-Ztbe; as fhe alio 
had dete&ed to him that Plot which 
was laid againft him with thofe T«r- 
t art An W om en •, and that Aureng-Zebc 
himfelf had intercepted fome Letters 
of Chah- 'jeban to Dara.

1 have converfed with others, that 
maintain there is no fuch th in g, and 
that this W ritin g, which Aureng-Zebe 
fhew’d to a ll , was only to caft Sand 
into the Eyes o f the People , and to 
labour, in fome degree, to juftifie 
himfelf in fo ftrange an aftion, and 
fo devolve th eC au leo f it upon chah-
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Jehan and Dara, as i f  he had been for­
ced to fuch proceedings.. They are 
things,which are difficult enough well 
to dileover. However it be, as foon as 
Ckah-Jehan was ffiut u p , almofl all 
the Omrahs were in a manner necefli- 
tated’ to go and rpake their Court to 
Aureng-Zebe and liiorad-Bxkche ; and 
(which is almofl: incredible) there was 
not one that had the courage to ftir, 
or to attempt the leaft in the behalf 
of his K in g , and for him that had 
made them what they were, and raifed 
them from the^uft, and perhaps from 
flavery it felf (which is ordinary e- 
nough in that C ourt) to advance 
them to Riches and Honour. Yet 
fome few there a re , as Danechmend- 
Kan, and fome others, that took no 
fide • but all the reft declared for 
Aureng-Zebe.

T is  notwithftanding to be noted 
what I faid , that they were neceffi- 
tated to do w hat they did. For ’tis 
not in the Indie's, as in France, or other 
States o f Chrifiendom, where the Gran­
dees and Nobles have large Poffeffions
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of Land, and great Revenues, which 
enables them for a while to fubfift'of 
themfelves. There they nave nothing 
but Penfions (as I have already touch’d 
above) w hich the King can take 
away from them at all hours., and 
thus ruin them in an inftant5 Co that 
they (hall be confidered no more than 
if they never had been, nor have any 
credit to borrow a farthing.

Aureng-ZeU therefore having thus 
affured himfelf o f  cbah-Jeh-a*, and o f 
all the Omrahs, took what Sums of 
Money he thought fit out of the Trea- 
fury; and then having left ebah-heft- 
K m , his U n cle , Governour o f the 
T o w n , he went away with 
Bakcbc to purfue Dara.

The day that the Army was to 
march out of ^Agra, the particular. 
Friends o f Morad-Bakcbe, efpecially his 
Eunuch Cbah-Abas, who knew , that 
the excefs o f civility and refped is or­
dinarily a fign of impollure, coun- 
felled him , that fince he was King, 
and every body treated him with the 
Title of Maiefty , and 'ureng'Zebe

himfelf



himfelf acknowledged him for fueh, 
he Ihould let him go to purfue Data , 
and ftay himfelf with his Troops a- 
bout Agra and Debit. I f  he had fol­
lowed this counfel, ’tis certain, that 
he would have embaraffed <_Aureng- 
Zebe not a little 5 but ’twas fatal, that 
he Ihould negledt fo good advice : 
Aureng-Zebe is too fortunate Morad- 
Bakcbe entirely confideth in his pro- 
mifes, and in the Oaths of Fidelity 
they had fworn to one another upon 
the Alcoran. They went away toge­
ther , and went with the fame pace 
towards Debit.

When they were come to Mature, 
three or four fmall days Journeys from 
Agra, the Friends of Morad-Bakche , 
who perceived fomething , endea­
vour’d again to perfwade him , that 
he Ihould beware • alluring him, that 
Aureng-Zebe had evil defigns, and that 
beyond all doubt fome mifehief was 
upon the A n vil 5 that they had notice 
o f it from, all parts, and that by no 
means,.for that day atleaft, he Ihould 
go to fee h im ; that it would be much

better



better to prevent the ftroke the fooneft 
it might be 5 that he was only to for­
bear going to vifit him that day , ex- 
cufing himfelf with fome indifpofition. 
But whatfoever could be faid to him , 
he believed nothing of it , his Ears 
were flopp’d to all the good advice 
that was given h im , and as if  he had 
been enchanted by the Friendlhip o f 
Aureng-Zebe, he could not hold to go 
to him that very night, and to flay at 
Supper w ith  him. As foon as he was 
come, Aureng-Zebe, who expefled him, 
and had already prepared all things 
with Mirk an, and three or four of his 
moft intimate Captains, was not wan­
ting in embracements, and in redou­
bling his Courtihip, civilities and fub- 
miflions, in fo much as gently to pafs 
his handkerchief over his face, and to 
wipe off his fweat and duft, treating 
him ftill with the Title of King and 
Majefty. In the mean time , the 
Table is ferved, they fup, the con- 
verfation grows warm, they difcourfe 
o f various things as they u(e to do $ 
and at laft there is brought a huge
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Bottle of excellent Chiras W in e , and 
fome other Bottles of C about W ine, 
for a Debauch. Then Aureng-Zebe , 
as a grave lerious M an, and one that 
would appear a great Mahumetan, 
and very regular, nimbly rifeth from 
Table, and having with much kind- 
nels invited Morad-Bakche, w ho loved 
a Glafs of W ine very w e ll, and who 
relifh’d the W ine that Was ferved, 
fcrupled not to drink of it to excels. 
In a word , he made himfelf drunk, 
and fell afleep. This was the thing 
that was wilhed • for prefently fome 
Servants o f his that were there, were 
commanded a w a y , under a pretence, 
to let him deep without making any 
noife 5 and then his Zable and Ponyard 
were taken frorn about him : But 
Aureng-Zcbe was not lo n g , but came 
himfelf and waken’d him. He entred 
into the Chamber , and roughly hit 
him with his foot, and when he be­
gan to open a little his Eyes, he made 
to him this Ihort and furprifing Reprh 
m and.-W hat means this , [aid be , 
W hat jfhame and what ignominy is
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this, that fuch a King as you are , 
fhould have fo little temper, as thus to 
make himfelf drunk? W hat w ill be 
faid both o f you and me? T ake this 
infamous M an, this D runkard, tye 
him hand and foot, and throw him 
into that room to fleep out his W in e. 
No looner faid, but it was executed * 
notwithstanding all his appeal and 
out-cry, five or fix perfons fall upon 
him , and fetter his hands and feet. 
The things could not be done, but 
Some of his Men that were thereabout 
had news of it. They made fbme 
noife-, and would enter forcibly •, but 
AlUh-Couly, one of his chief Officers, 
and the Mafter o f his Artillery, that 
had been gained long before, threa­
tened them, and made them draw 
back. Without any delay, Men were 
fent through the whole Army to calm 
this fa il Commotion, w hich alfo 
might have proved dangerous 5 they 
made them believe it was nothing, 
they having been prefent, that Morad- 
Bakche was only drunk, that in that 
condition he had railed at every body,

and



and Aureng-Zebe himfelf, in fo much 
that there had been a neceflity, feeing 
him drunk and furious, to keep him 
apart*, that the next day they would 
fee him abroad, after he haddigefted 
his Wine. In the mean tim e, the 
Prefents walked about all night a- 
mongft the chief Officers of the Arm y, 
their Pay was forthwith increafed, 
they had great Promifes made them 5 
and as there was none, that had not 
long fince apprehended fome fuch 
thing, there was no great wonder to 
fee almoft all things quieted the next 
morning $ fo that the very next night 
this poor Prince was fhut up in a little 
dole houfe , fuch an one as is wont to 
be placed on Elephants to-carry Wo* 
men, and he was carried dire&ly to 
Debit into Slimager, which is a little 
old Fortrefs in the midft of the River.

After that all was thus -appeafed , 
except the Eunuch Chah-Ab^, w ho 
caufeddifficulty enough, Aureng-Zebe 
received the whole Army of Morad- 
Bakcheinto his Service, and went after 
Dura, who marched apace towards
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Labor, w ith  an intention well to for- 
tifiehimlelf in that place, and thither 
to draw his Friends. But Aureng-Zebe 
followed him with fo much fpeed, 
that he had not time to do any great 
matter , finding himfelf neceftitated 
to retreat, and to take the w ay o f 
Multan, where alfo he could do no­
thing confiderable, becaufe that Au- 
reng-Zcbe , notwithstanding the great 
heat, marched night and day • in fo 
much , that to encourage all to make 
hafte , he fometimes advanced almoft 
all alone tw o or three leagues before 
the whole A rm y, finding himfelf of­
ten obliged to drink ill water like 
others, to be content with a cruft o f 

. dry bread , and to ileep under a Tree, 
ftaying for his Army in the midft o f 
the high-w ay, laying his Head on his 
Shield like a common Souldier. So 
that Dara found himfelf conftrained 
to abandon Multan tsXio, that he might 
avoid being near AurengZebe, whom 
he was not able to encounter. Here 
his that the Statefmen of this Country 
have reafoned very diverfiy: For his- 
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faid, that i f  Dara, when he went out 
o f Labor, had caft hitnfelf into the 
Kingdom of Caboul, as he wasadvifed, 
he would there have found above ten 
thoufand warlike M en, defigned a- 
gainft the Angaris, the Persians, and 
the Usbecs, and for a Guard to that 
Country, the Governour whereof was 
Mobabet-Kan, one of the molt potent 
and the moft anciehtof Indojlan, and 
that had never been ^Aureng-Zebe ŝ 
Friend 5 that, befides, he would have 
been there at the’ Gate of Perfia and 
Usbec; that it was likely, that there 
being no w ant o f Money, all that 
M ilitia, and CMchabet-Kan himfelf, 
would have embraced his Party, and 
that further he might have drawn 
afliftance, not only from Usbec, but 
alfo from Perfu, as well as from Hon- 
mayon, whom the Perfians had reftored 
to his Country againft Zaher-Kan,King 
of the Patans, w ho had driven him 
thence. But Dara was too unfortu­
nate to follow fo good advice. In ftead 
of that he went towards Scimdy, to 
caft himfelf into the Fortrefs of Tata-
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bakar, t h a t  f tr o n g  and fam ous p la c e , 

feated in  th e  m id ft  o f  th e  R iv e r  Indus.
Aureng-Zebe le e in g  h im  t a k e  th is  

w a y , fo u n d  it  n o t  tit to  f o l lo w  h im  

fu rth er o f f ,  b e in g  e x trem ely  g la d  th a t  

he had n o t  ta k e n  the w a y  to  Caboul. 
He c o n te n te d  h im le lf  to  fend a fte r  

him  fe v e n  o r  e ig h t  thoufan d  M e n  ,  

under t h e  C o n d u c t  o f  Mir-baba, h is  

F o fte r -b r o th e r , and turned b a c k  w i t h  

the fa m e  e x p e d it io n  to  th e  p la c e  

w h e n c e  h e  w a s  c o m e , m u ch  a p p re ­

h e n d in g  le f t  an y  th in g  (hould fa ll  o u t  

ab o u t Agra; le ft fom e o r o th er o f  th o fe  

p o ten t Raja’s , as jejfeigne, o r  Jeffom- 
fiigne, fh o u ld  m a k e  an a ttem p t in  h is  

a b fe n c e , t o  free  chab-jeban o u t  o f  

P rifo n  • or le ft  S ohm an chekouh, to g e th e r  

w it h  th e  Raja o f  Serenaguer, fh o u ld  de- 

fcend fr o m  th e  H ills  •, or left a lfo  Sultan ' 

Sujah /h ould  app roach  too  n ear Agra. 
B eh old  a  - litt le  a e c id e n t, w h ic h  o n e  

day befel h i m , fo r  too great p re c ip i­

tation .

W h e n  h e  th u s  returned fro m  M ul­
tan to w a r d s  Labor, and m arch ed  h i? 

o r d in a r y .fw ifc  p a c e ,  he la w  th e
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Jep tg » e come againft h im , accom­
panied with four or five thoufand of 
his Ragipotts, in a very good equipage 5 
Aureng Zebe, who had left his Army 
behind, and who alfo knew that this 
Raja was very affe&ionate to Chah- 
Jehan, was fufficiently furprifed, as 
may eafily be imagined , fearing left 
this Raja fhould make ufe of this occa- 
fion , and do a Mafter-piece of State, 
by feizing on him , to draw Chah-Jehan 
outof Prifon, which at that time wras 
veryeafie to do. Neither is it known, 
whether this Raja had not fome fucfa 
defign • for he had marched with ex­
traordinary fpeed , in fo much that 
Aureng-Zcbe had no news of i t ,  be­
lieving him yet to be at Debit. But 
what may not refolution and prefence 
of mind do ? ys4ureng-Zebe , without 
any alteration of his countenance , 
marched dir-e&ly towards the Raja , 
and as far off as he could fee him, ma- 
keth figns to him w ith his hands, im­
porting that he fhould make haft to a 
nearer approach, crying out to him 
with a loud voice, Salamed Bached Ra-
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jdgi, Salamed Bached Bahagi , treating 
him with the Titles o f Lord Raja and 
Lord Father. W  hen the Raja was come 
to him • I expe&ed you, [aid h e , with 
great impatience^ the W ork is done, 
Bara is lo ft , he is all alone •, I have 
fentMir-baba after him , from whom 
he cannot efcape: And for an excels of 
kindnefs to him , he took off his N eck­
lace of Pearls, and put it about the 
Neck o f this Raja: And the fooner to 
rid himfelf handfomely of h im , (for 
he wifil’d him far enough) G o , faith 
he, with all the expedition you can 
to Labor, my Army is fomewhat tyred 5 
go quickly to attend me there 5 I ap­
prehend that elfe fomething finifter 
might fall out there 5 I make you Go­
ve rn o r of that place, and put all 
things into your hands. For the reft, 
I am exceedingly obliged to you for 
what you have done with Soliman 
Chekouh: Where have you left Delil- 
Kan ? I iliall find my revenge of him. 
Make all poflible difpatcb , Salamed 
Bached, Farewell.

Dara being arrived at Tata-hakar.,
I 3 m ade



made Governour of that place a very 
understanding, gallant, and generous 
Eunuch, w ith a very good Garrifon 
of Vatans and Saycds; and for Canno­
neers, a good number of Frunguis, 
Tortugds, Engli[h, French, and Ger­
mans, who had follow’d him out of 
great hopes he had given them , (for, 
if  his Affairs had profpered, and he 
were become K in g , we mull all have 
refolved to be Omrahs, as many Frm- 
guis as we were.) He there left alio 
the greateft part o f his Treafure; lie 
wanted as yet no Gold nor Silver; and 
flaying there but a very few days, he 
marched away with two or three 
thoufand Men only, defcendingalong 
the River Indus towards Scindy, and 
from thence croffing with an incre- - 
dible celerity all thofe Territories o f 
the Raja Katche, he arrived in Guza- 
rattc, and came to the Gates of Ama- 
devat. The Father-in-law of Attreng- 
Zebe, called Chah-Navaze-KM , was 
Governour there, with a very good 
Garri/on , able to refift. Yet not- 
w ithflanding, whether it was that
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he was furprifed , or that he wanted 
courage, (for although he was of 
thofe ancient Princes o f Machate, yet 
he was no great Souldidr, though a 
Man of a very obliging and civil con- 
verfation) he did not oppoie Dara, but 
rather received him very honourably, 
and even managed him afterwards 
with fo much dexterity , that Dara. 
was fo fimple as to truft himfelf w ith  
him , and to communicate to him his 
Pefigns  ̂ in fo much as that he fhew’d 
him the Letters which he received 
from the Raja JeJfomfeigne, and o f many 
other o f his Friends, which prepared • 
themfelves to come to him 5 although 
it proved too true, what every body 
told him , and his Friends confirmed 
by Letters, that certainly this chah- 
jSfavaze-Kan would betray him.

Never was any Man more furprifed 
than A»reng-Zebe, when he heard that 
Dara was in Amadevat: For he well 
k n ew , that he wanted no Money, and 
that all his Friends, and all the di(con­
tented P arty , which was numerous, 
would not fail to betake themfelvesby 
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little and little to him And on the 
other fide, he found it not fafe to go 
and find him outhimlelf in that place, 
by removing’ himfelf To far from Agra 
and Chah-jehan, to go and embarafs 
himfelf in all thofe Countries o f the 
Raja’s, JeJ{[eigne, JeJfomfeigne, and o- 
thers, that are in thofe Provinces. 
Befides he apprehended , left Sultan 
Sujah fhould advance with a ftrong 
A rm y, which? was already about Ela- 
bas, and left a;he Raja o f Serenaguer 
Ihould defcend from the Hills with 
Soliman chekouh: So that he was fuf- 

• ficiently perplexed and troubled, not 
knowing which way to turn. At laft 
he believed it beft, to leave Dara for 
a time quiet where he w as, and to go 
thither where his prefence and Army 
was moft neceffary, which was to­
wards Sultan Sujah , who had already 
paffed the River Ganges at El ah as.

This Sultan Sujah was come to en­
camp in a little Village called Kadjoue, 
and had conveniently feized himfelf 
o f a great Talab, or Refervatory of 
W ater, which is there in the vvay;
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and Aureng-Zebe came to place him­
felf on the fide o f a lfnallTorrent, at 
the diftance of a mile and an half from 
thence, on Agra's fide. Between both 
was a very fair Campagne, very pro­
per for a Battel. Aureng-Zebe was no 
fooner arrived, but being impatient 
to end this W a r , at break of day he 

. went to face Sujah, leaving his Bag­
gage on the other fide of the Torrent. 
He fell upon Sujah with, an effort un­
imaginable. Emir-Jemla, Prifoner of 
o f Decan , and who arrived juft on the 
day of the Com bat, fearing Dara no 
more , becaufe his Family was more 
in fafety, did there alfo lay out all his 
force , courage, and dexterity. But 
feeing that Sultan Sujah had well for­
tified himfelf, and was accompanied 
w ith a very good Artillery, advan- 
tagioufly placed, it was not po/fible 
for Aureng-Zebe to force him , nor to 
make him retreat from thence, fo as 
to make him lofe thofe Waters. On 
the contrary, he was obliged himfelf 
to draw back feveral times, fo vigo- 
roufly was he repulfed, in fo much
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that he found himfelf in great per­
plexity. Sultan Sujah not being wil- 
ling.to advance too far into the Cam- 
pagne, nor to remove from that ad­
vantageous place where he. w a s, pre­
tending only to defend himfelf; which 
was very prudently done. For he 
forefaw, that Aureng-Zebe could not 
Ray there lo n g , and that in that hot 
feafon he would be abfolutely obliged 
to turn back towards the .Torrent for 
the W ater  ̂ and that, when he Ihould 
do fo , he would fall upon his Rear. 
Aunng-Zebe alfo forefaw well enough 
the fame th in g , and that was the 
reafon w hy he was fo forward and 
preffing but behold another more 
troublefome accident.

In this very time he receiveth intel­
ligence, that the Raja jejfomfeigne, 
who in appearance had accommodated 
himfelf w ith h im , was fallen upon 
his Rear, and plunder’d his Baggage 
and Treafure. This News aftomlhed 
him much, and the more, becaufe he 
perceived that his Army which had 
heard of it was thereby frighted , and

fallen
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fallen into diforder. Yethelofes not 
his judgment for all this-.and being 
well aw are, that to turn back was to 
hazard a ll, he refolded, as in the Bat­
tel o f Dara, to bear up the beft he 
could , and to expert with a fteady 
foot all Events. In the mean time , 
the diforder grew worfe and worfe in 
his Arm y : Sujah, who was refolved 
to profit o f  the occafion, taketh his 
tim e, and prefleth him vigoroufly. 
f ie  that led Aureng-Zebe s Elephant is 
killed w ith  the (hot of an A rrow  •, he 
leads the Beaft as well ashe can him- 
fe lf, ’till another could be had in that 
Leaders place. Arrows rain upon 
him • he returns many himfelf, his 
Elephant begins to be frighted , and to 
go back. Behold him now in great 
extrem ity, and brought to that poin t, 
that one foot of his was out of the 
feat, as i f  he meant to call: himfelf to 
the ground • and no Man knows what 
in that trouble he had not done, if  
Emir-jemU, being nigh , and perfor­
ming , like a Great Man as he w a s , 
beyond imagination , called to h im ,

in
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in holding up his hand, Decan-ksu, 
Decan-kou,. where is Dec an ? This Teems 
to have been the greateft extremity, 
to which Aureng-Zebe could be redu­
ced. One would have fa id , ’twas 
now and here that Fortune had aban­
don’d him , and there is almoft no ap­
pearance of a poflibility to efcape. 
But his good Fortune is ftronger than 
all th at: Sultan Sujab muft be routed, 
and take fligh t, like Dara, to fave his 
life : Aureng-Zebe muft remain victo­
rious, carry away the Bell, and be King 
of the Indies.

W e are to remember the Battel of 
Samongucr, and th a t, in appearance, 
flight accident which ruined Dara: 
’Tis the fame over-fight, or rather 
the fame Treafon, which is now de- 
ftroying Sultan Sujab. One of his 
chief Captains, Allab-verdi-Kan, who 
(as Tome fay) had been gained, ufeth 
the fame Artifice that Calil-ullah-Kan 
had employ’d towards Dara ; though 
there were Tome who believed , that 
there was no malice in the cafe , and 
that it was a meer piece of flattery.

For



For feeing that the whole Army o f 
Aureng-Zebe was in diforder, he ran 
towards Sultan Sujah, telling him the 
fame th in g , that Calil-ullah-Kan did to. 
Vara, and begging of him w ith  folded 
hands, that he would ftay no longer 
in fo great danger upon his Elephant. 
C om edow n , [aid he, in the Name o f 
God , mount on Horfe-back, God 
hath made you Soveraign of the Indies, 
let us purfue thofe Fugitives, let not 
Aureng-Zebe efcape us.

But not to ftay long from declaring 
the ft range Fortune of c.Aurcng-Zebe, 
and the incredible conjundlure that re­
covers his defperate condition 5 Sultan 
Sujah, not more confiderate than Dara, 
commits the fame Fault 5 and he was 
no fooner come down from his Ele­
phant, but his Army feeing him no 
more, was ftruck with a terrour, be­
lieving there was Treafon, and that 
he was either taken or (lain. W here­
upon they disbanded without anymore 
ado, .as Data’s Army did in the Bat­
tel of Samonguer ; and the Defeat 
was fo great, that the Sultan was

for-



fortunate in that lie could fave him- 
felf.

JeJfomfeigne hearing this unexpe&ed 
new s, and perceiving it was not very 
fafe for him to tarry there, contented 
himfelf with the Spoil he had g o t , 
and with all diligence marched 
ftreightto Agra., thence to pafs to his 
Countrey. The noife was already in 
Agra, that Aureng- Zebe had loft the 
Battel, that he was taken, together 
with Emir-Jemlx, and that Sultan Su- 
jah brought them both Prifoners. In 
fomuch, that Cbah^hejl-Kan, who was 
Governour o f the T o w n , and Uncle 
to A»reng-Zebe , feeing jeffomfeigne , 
whofe Treachery he had heard o f, at 
the Gates, and defpairing of his L ife, 
had taken into his hand a Cup of Poy- 
fon to make himfelf aw ay, and had, 
as they fay, in very deed fwallowed it, 
i f  his Women had not fallen upon 
him and hindred him : So that ’tis 
thought , i f  Jejfomjctgne had had the 
w it and courage to ftay longer in 
Agra, i f  he had threatened b o ld ly , 
and promifed and a<fted vigoroufly for

the



the freedom of chab-jeban, he might 
have drawn him out o f prifon •, fo 
much the more eafily, becaule all Agra, 
was for tw o whole days in that belief, 
that Aureng-Zebe was overcome. But 
Jeffcmfeigne, who knew how all things 
went, and who durft not long ftay 
there, nor attempt any thing, did no­
thing but pafs, returning with il l  fpeed 
homewards.

Aureng-Zebe, who apprehended mif- 
chief from Agra, and fear’d left jef- 
femfeighe fhould undertake fomething 
for chab-Jehan, was not long in the 
purfuit after Sultan Sujah; he turn d 
(hort for Agra w ith his whole A rm y, 
where he ftaid a good w hile, giving 
order for all things. Mean time he 
received intelligence, that Sultan Stt- 
jab had not loft many Men in his being 
routed, for want of farther purfuit  ̂
that alfo from the Lands of the Rajas, 
which are in thofe quarters , on the 
right and left o f Ganges, he railed great 
Forces, upon the fcore of the repu­
tation he had o f being very rich ,. and 
very liberal, and that he fortified him-

felfA



felf in Elabas, that important and fa­
mous Paffage of Ganges, which with 
its Fortrefs is the firft In-let into Ben­
gale. And then he confidered alfo4 
that he had about him two Perfons, 
which indeed were very capable to 
ferve him , Sultan Mahmoud his Eldeft 
Son, and Emir- ĵemla • but he well 
knew, that thofe who have done good 
fervice to their Prince, grow often 
infolent, in the belief, that all is due 
to them, and that they cannot be re- 
compenced enough. He perceived al­
ready, that the former of them began 
very much to emancipate himfelf, and 
that every day he became more arro  ̂
gant, for having feized on the Fortrefs 
of Agra, arid by that means had bro­
ken all the Defigns which chah-Jeban 
could have formed. And as to the 
latter, he knew indeed the force o f 
his Underftanding, his Condud, and 
Valour 5 but that was the very thing 
which made him apprehend him the 
m ore; For knowing that he was very 
rich, that his reputation was great, 
that he palled for the Firjl Mover in

Affairs,
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Affairs, and for the ableft Man in all 
the Indies, he doubted n o t, but that 
after the Example of Sultan Mahmoud, 
he entertain'd himfelf with big hopes. 
All this certainly would hive been able 
to perplex an ordinary Spirit, but 
Aureng-Zebe found a Remedy to all. 
He knew to remove them both w ith  
fo much prudence, and even With fo 
much handfomnefs, that neither o f 
thefri found arty caufe to complain o f 
it. He fent them both againft Sultan 
Sujah w ith a puiflant Army, letting 
Emir fecretly know, that the Govern­
ment o f Bengale, which is the beft 
quarter o f Indojlan, was defign’d for 
him, to hold it during his life, and for 
his Son after his deceafe* and that 
thereby he would begin to exp refs to 
him his acknowledgments for the 
great Services he Had done hini * arid 
thaf therefore it belonged only to him 
to defeat Sujah, and that as foon as he 
fhould have compared it , he would 
make him Mtr-ulOmrahs, which is the 
firft and the moft honourable place o f 
indojlan, and no Ids than the Prince o f  
the Omrahs, "jo



iso  RelateJSebolution
T o  Suitnn Mahmoud, his Son, he 

faid only thefe few words: Remember 
that thou art the Eldeft of my Chil­
dren , that 5tis for thy felf thou goeft 
forth to fight • that thou haft done 
much, but yet nothing, if thouover- 
comeft not Sujah, who is our greateft 
and. powerfulleft Enemy * I hope, God 
aflifting m e, to be loon Mafter of 
the reft.

W ith thefe words he difmilfed them 
both, w ith ordinary honours, that is, 
with rich V efts, fome Horfes and Ele­
phants gallantly harneffed 5 making in 
the meantime Emir-Jemla to confent, 
that his only Son, Mahmet-Emir-Kan, 
fhould ftay w ith him for a good Edu­
cation , or rather for a Pledge of his 
Fidelity 5 and Sultan Mahmoud, that 
his Wife fhould remain in Agra (which 
was the Daughter of the above-men- 
tion’d King of Golkonda) as too trou- 
blefome a thing in an ArmyL, and in  
fuch an Expedition.

Sultan Sujah, who was always in 
the apprehenfion, left the Rajas of the 
lower Bengale, which he had ill treated,

Ihould



ihould be rajfed againft him , and who 
feared nothing more than to have to 
do with Emr-JtwU  > had no fooner 
received this N e w s , but apprehen­
ding that the paffage to Bengali would 
be obftrutfed, and that Emir w ould 
pafs in fome other place the River 
Ganges, either lower or higher than 
El abas , raifed his Cam p, and w ent 
down to Benares and Patna, whence 
he betook hinjfelf to Mogicre, a fmall 
Town feated upon the Ganges, a place 
Commonly call’d the Key o i the King­
dom of Bengali , being a kind o f 

' Streight between the Mountains and 
the W ood s,. w hich are not far from 
thence. He thought fit to ftay in that 
place , and there to fortifie himfelf5 
and for greater fafety, he cauled a 
great Trench to be made, which £ 
have leen, pafling that wav fome years 
after, from the Tow n and River unto 
the Mountain , being well refolved 
there to attend. Emir-^enda, and to 
difpute that paffage with him. But 
he was fufficiently aftouifh’d ,  when 
he was to ld , that the Troops o f Emir, 

K i  which
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which flowly defcended along the Ri­
ver Ganges, were certainly for nothing 
but to amufe Mm-, that himfelf was 
n<?t there 5 that he had gained the 
Raja's of thofe Mountains, which are 
on the right hand of the River $ and 
that he and Sultan Mahmoud marched 
apace over their Lands with all the 
Flower o f the Army,drawing ftraight 
to Rage-Mehalle, to intercept h im : So 
that he was conftrained to quit, as 
foon as he could, his Fortifications 5 
yet notwithflanding he made To much 
hafte, that though he was obliged to 
follow thofe windings, which the 
River Ganges on that fide maketh to ­
ward the left hand, he prevented Emir 
by feme days, ^nd arrived firft at Rage- 
MehaUe, where he had time to fortifie 
himfelf-, becaufe Emir having heard 
this N ew s, took his March to the left 
hand towards Ganges, through very ill 
w ays, there to expert his T roops , 
which came down with the Body of 
the Artillery and the Baggage along 
the River. As foon as all was come, 
he went to attaque Sultan Sujah, who

defem
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defended himfelf very Well for five or 
fix days - but feeing that the Artillery 
o f Emir, which played incelfantly, 
ruined all his Fortifications, which 
were made but of fandy Earth and 
Faggots , and that he could not but 
w ith much difficulty make refiftance 
in that place/befides that theSealdn 
of the R aiab egan , he retired him felf 
at the' favour of the n igh t, leaving, 
behind tw o  great Peeces of Cannon, 
Emir durft not follow him in the night, 
for fear o f fome Ambulh, putting off 
the purfuit ’till the next moaning: But 
Sujah had the good luck, that i t  the 
break of day there began to fall a Rain, 
which lalfed above three days 5 fothat 
Emir could not only not ftir out of 
Rage-MehaUe, but faw himfelf obliged 
to pals the Winter there, by reatbn 
o f the excellive Rains in that Country, 
which render the ways fo troublefome 
for more than four months , v iz . July, 
Augufi, September, and October, that 
the Armies cannot poffibly march. 
And hereby Sultan Sujah had the means 
to retire himfelf, and to chufe w hat 

K 3 place
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place he w ould, having time enough 
to fortifie his Army , and to fend out 
o f the inferiour Bengde For many Pee- 
ires' of Cannon,' and a good number 
o f  Bortkgds", that were retired thither, 
becaule of the great fertility o f  the 
Countrey : For he much courted all 
thole Portugal Fathers * Millionaries, 
that are in that Province , promifing 
them no lefs than that he would make 
them all rich , and build Churches for 
them wherefoever they would. And 
they were indeed capable to ferve him,, 
it being certain, that in the Kingdom 
of Bengde there ark to be found no lefs 
than eight or nine thoufand Families 
o f By unguis, Bortugds, andthefe either 
Natives or Mefticks.

But Sultan Mahmoud, who for the 
reafon above-mentioned’ 'was grown 
fierce, and afpired perhaps to greater 
things than at that time he ought, did 
pretend to command the Army abfo- 
lutely, and that Emir-Jeml* fltould 
follow his Orders, letting alfo from 

, time to time fall infolent words in re- 
' fsrence to his Father 4ure.ng-Zebe, as
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i f  he were obliged to him for the 
Crown,, and uttering Exp.reffi.ons of 
contempt and threat againfl: Emir- 
Jemla; which caufed great coldnefs 
betwixt them tw o , which lafted a 
pretty w h ile , until Sultan Mahmoud, 
underftood, that his Father was very 
much diffatisfied with his conduit : 
And apprehending, left Emir had order 
to feize on his perfon, he went away 
to Sultan Sujah, accompanied with a 
very fmall number, and to him he 
made great promiles , and fwore fi- 
delity. But Sujah, who feared o 4u- 
reng-Zebe and Emir-Jemlas fnares , 
could not truft him , having always 
an Eye upon his A ilions, without 
giving him any confiderable Com ­
mand* which he fo difgufted, that 
fome months after, not knowing what 
would become of him, he left Sultan 
Sujah, and returned to Emir, who re­
ceived him  well enough, a during him, 
that he would write in his behalf to 
Aureng-Zebe,and do his utmoft to make 
him forget that fault.'

I think fit here* to take notice, on 
K 4 the
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th e k y , o f what many have told me, 
■ viz. That this Efcape o f Sultan Mah­
moud was altogether made by the Ar­
tifices of Aureng-Zehe, who cared not 
much to hazard this Son of his to try 
to deftroy Sujah, and who was glad 
enough , that whatever the Event 
w e r e h e  might have a fpecious pre- 

| fence to put him in a place of furety. 
However it be, he afterwards Ihew’d 
himfelf much diffatisfied with him , 
and wrote to him a feverc Letter, in 
which he enjoyn’d him to return to 
Ttehli, but giving order in the mean 
time, that he fiiould not come fo far: 
For he no fooner hadpafled the River 
Ganges, but he met with Troops, that 
flopp’d him, and put him up in a fmall 
Chair, (as was done to Morad-Bakche) 
and carried him to Goualeor,w h en ce 
Tis thought he w ill never be fet at 
liberty: ^ureng-Zebe by this means 
freeing himfelf from great perplexity 5 
who then alfo let his1 fecond Son, 
Sultan Mazum, kn ow , that the point 
of Reigning is fo delicate a thing, that 
Kings mult be jedous even of their

own



own lhadow; adding, that i f  he be 
not difereet, the like may befall him 
what had befallen his Brother, and 
that he ought to think Aureng-Zebe 
was not a M an, that would fuffer that 
to be done to himfelf, w hat chab- 
Jeban did to his Father Jeban-Guyre, 
and what he had alfo lately feen done 
to Cbah-Jehan,

And indeed we may on this occafion 
fay, that if  this Son continue to be­
have himfelf as he hath done hitherto, 
^Aureng-Ztbe w ill have no caufe to 
fufpedi: him, and to be diflatisfied with 
him: For no Slave can be more tra-' 
stable, and Aureng-Zebe himfelf never 
appear’d more carelefs of Greatnefs, 
nor more given to Devotion than he: 
Yet I have known Men of Parts, who 
believed, that he is not fo in good 
earnefl:, but by fuperlative policy and 
craft, like that of his Father, which 
we may have the proof of in time.

W hilft all thefe things were thus 
tranfa&ed in Bengale, and that Sultan 
Sujab refifted the heft he could the 
Forces o f Emzr-jemla, paffing now

on



on one fide of the River Ganges, o f ' 
a Channel, or fome other River, (for 
that Cquntrey is full o f  them) then 
on the other; Aareng-Zebe kept him- 
felf about Agra, going to and fro 5 
and at length, after he had alfo fent 
Jldorad-Bakche to Goudeor, he came to 
pehfi, where in good earned: he took 
upon him publickly to aft the K in g , 
giving order for all Affairs o f the 
Kingdom , and efpecially thinking on 
means to catch Bara, and to get him 
out of Guzaratte, which was a very 
hard th in g , for the Reafons already 
mentioned. But the great good For­
tune, and the Angular dexterity o f 
Aureng-Zebe foon drew him thence * 
which now follows next to be re­
lated. .

Jejfomfeigne, who had retired him- 
felf to his Countrey, and made the 
beft of what he had taken in the Battel 
of Kadjoue, raifed a ftrong Army, and 
wrote to Bara, that he Ihould come 
to Agra as foon as he could, and that 
he would joyn with his Forces. Bara, 
.who had by this time fet on foot a

pretty
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pretty numerous Arm y (though it con­
fided, for the moft- part, but of ga­
thered people) and who hoped, that 
approaching to ^Agm , many of his 
old Friends, feeing him w it h jkffem- 
feigne, would pot fail to joyn with 
him allb , immediately leaVeth Ama- 
devad, and marcheth with great fpeed 
to*Afrnire, feveq or eight days journey 
from Agra. But JeffomfcignMteptnot 
his word w ith h im : The Raja jejjeigne 
interpofed to *make his peace with 
Attreng-Zebe , and to fallen him to his 
Party f o r ,  at le a d , to hinder his 
D efig n , w hich was capable to ruin 
himfelf, and to make all the Rajas rile*, 
and wrote to him feveral Letters, g i­
ving him to underhand the great dan­
ger he went to expofe himfelf t o , by 
efpoufing a Party in that extrem ity, 
as that of Bara swas$ that helhould 
well confider what he was going to 
do 5 that he went about wholly to de- 
ftroy h im felf, and all his whole Fa­
mily • that Aurer/g-Zebe would never 
forgive him$ that he was a Raja as 
himfelf 5 that he Ihould think on fps-

ring



ring the blood o f the Ragipou* • that 
if  he thought to draw the Rajas to his 
P arty , he would find thofe that would 
hinder him from it. In a word, that 
it was a bufinefs which concern’d all 
the Gentry of Indejian , and expofed 
them to danger, if  way were given 
to kindle a F ire , which would not be 
extinguilh’d at pleafure. And laftfy , 
if he \v%uld leave Dara to himfelf, 
Aureng-Zebe would forget all that had 
paffed, and prefent him with all he 
had taken, and give him that very 
inftant the Government of Guzaratte, 
which would be very convenient for 
him , that Countrey being near his 
Lands • that he could be there in full 
liberty and fafety, and as long as he 
pleafed, and that himfelf would be 
Caution for all. In a w ord, this Raja 
atted his part fo w e ll, that he made 
Jeffomfeigne return to his Land, whilft 
^Atireng-Zebe approached with his 
whole Arm y to Admire, and encamped 
in the fight o f that of Dara.

And now  what could this poor 
Prince Dara do 1 He feeth himfelf

aban-
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abandoned,and fruftratedof his hopes. 
He confiders, that to turn back fafe 
to Amadevad was impoflible, in regard 
that it was a March o f thirty and 
five days-, that it was in the heart of 
Summer 5 that water would fail him ; 
that they were all the Lands o f Rajas, 
Friends or Allies of Jeffeigne orjejjom- 
feigne; that the Arm y‘of Aureng-Zebc, 
which was not harafled like his , 
would not fail to follow him. ’Tis as 
good, faith he, to perilh here 5 and al­
though the Match be altogether un­
equal , let us venture a ll, and give 
Battel once more. But alas ! what 
does he mean to dor He is not only 
abandoned by all , but he hath yet 
with him Chab-Navaze-Kan, \\ horn he 
trufts, and who betrays h im , and 
difeovers all his Defigns to Aureng- 
Zebe. ’Tis true, that Chah-N&vazc- 
Kan was punilh’dfor his perfidioufnefs, 
and killed in the Battel, whether it 
was by the hands of Dara himfelf, as 
many told me, or (which is more pro­
bable) by fome o f Aureng-Zebe’s Arm y, 
who being fecret Partifans o f Dara ,

found



found means to get to M m , and to 
difpatch h jm , fearing left he Mould 
difcover them , and have fome know­
ledge of the Letters they had written 
to Dura. But what did it benefit him 

1 at that tim e, that Cbak-Navaz,e-Ktw 
' was dead? Dara Mould have fooner 

follow’d the advice of his Friends, and 
never have confided in him.

The Fight began between "Nine and 
Ten of the C lock in the morning: 
Daras A rtillery, which was very well 
placed on a little emineney, was loud 
enough • but, aS was faid, moft o f  the 
Peeces without Bullets- fo was he be­
tray’d by a lii ’Tis rieedlefs to relate 
the other particulars of this Battel  ̂ it 
was properly not a Battel, but a Rout. 
I Mall only fay, that hardly the On- 
fet was begun, but Jeffeigne was near 
and in fight of Dara, tow hom hefent 
w ord, that he Mould fly prefently, 
unlefs he would be taken. So that this 
poor P rin ce, being altogether furpri- 
fed, was conftrained to run away in- 
ftantfy, and with fo much diforder 
and precipitation y that he .had not

Jeiiure
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leifure to put up his Baggage. It was 
no (mall matter, that he was able to 
get away with his W ife , and the reft 
of his Family. And ’tis certain, that 
i f  the Raja jeffeigne would have done 
what he could , he could never have 
efcaped • but he always had a refpe# 
to the Royal Family 5 or rather, he 
was too crafty and politick, and had 
too great forecaft,‘ to venture to lay 
hands on a Prince of the Blood.

This unfortunate Prince, deferted 
by almoft a ll, and finding himfelf ac­
companied but o f tw o thoufand Men 
at m oft, was forced in the hotteft of 
Summer to crgfs, without Tents or 
B aggage, all thofe Countries o f the 
Rajas, that are almoft from A f ’mire to 

madevad. Mean time the Koullis, 
which are the Countrey People, and 
the w orft of all the Indies, and the 
greateft Robbers, follow him night 
and day > rifle and kill his Souldiers, 
with fo much cruelty, that no Man 
could ftay tw o hundred paces behind 
theBody, but he was'prefen tly ftripp'd 
naked, or butcher'd upon the leaft

refi-



refiftance. Yet notwithstanding, Dara 
made foift to get near Amadevad, when 
he hoped $ that the next d a y , or foon 
after , he fhoiild enter into the Tow n 
to refrefh himfelf* and to try once more 
to gather again fome Forces: But all 
things fall out contrary to vanquilhed 
and unfortunate Men*

The Goverriouri whom he had left 
in the Caftle o f Amadevad, had al­
ready received both menacing and 
promifing Letters from Aureng-Zebe, 
which made him lofe courage 3 and 
incline to that fide • in fo much that 
he wrote to Dara, forbidding him to 
come nearer , i f  he did, he w ould 
find the Gates (hut, and all in Arm s.

Three days before I met this un­
happy Prince $ by a ftrange accident, 
.when he obliged me to follow him ; 
having no Phyfitian about him ; and 
the night before that he received this 
News from the Governourof Amade­
vad, he did me the favour to make me 
come into the Karavan-Serrak where 
he w as, fearing left the Roullis flipuld 
affaflinate me : And (what is hard

enough
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enough to believe in I/tdeftan;where the 
Grandees efpecially are fo jealous of 
their Wives) I was fo near to the 
W ife of this Prince, that the Cords 
o f the Kmates, or Wind-fcreen, which 
enclofed them (for they had not fo 
much as a poor Tent) were fattened to 
the W heelsm f my Chariot. I relate 
this circumftance by the by o n ly , to 
fhew the extremity Dara was redu­
ced to.

W hen thefe Women heard this fad 
news (which was at the break ofday,as 
I well remember)they broke out upon a 
fudden into fuch ftrange cryes and la-* 
mentations,that they forced tears, from 
ones Eyes. And now behold all was in , 
an unexpreflible confufion: Every one 
looks upon his neighbour, and no body 
knows what to d o , or what w ill be­
come o f him. Soon after w e faw 
Dara, come forth, half dead, now 
ipeaking to one, then another, even 
to the meaneft Souldiers. He feeth 
all aftonifh’d , and ready to abandon 
him. W hatcounfelc' whither can he 
go r he muft be gone inftantly. Y ou

L  * may



may judge of the extremity he muft 
needs be in , by this fmall accident I 
am going to mention. O f three great 
Oxen of Guzaratte, which I had for 
my Chariot, one died the night be­
fore, another was dying., and the 
third was tyred out (for we had been 
forced to march for three days toge­
ther, almoft night and day, in an in­
tolerable heat and dull::). W hatever 
Vara could fay or command, whether 
he ailedged it was for himfelf, or for 
one of his Women that was hurt in 
her L eg , or for m e; he could not pof- 
fibly procure for m e, whether O x e , 
or C am el, or H orfe: So that he was 
obliged, to my good fortune, to leave 
me there. I faw him march aw ay, 
and that with tears in his E yes, ac­
companied with four or five hundred 
Cavaliers at m oft, and w ith tw o Ele­
phants, that were faid to be laden 
with Gold and Silver 5 and I heard 
them fay , that they were to take their 
march towards T atabakar; for he had 
no other Game to play, though even 
that feem’d in a manner impoflible,

con-
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confidering the fmall number o f people 
left him , and the great fandy Defarts 
to be waded through in the hotteft 
feafon, moft of them without water 
fit to drink. And indeed moft o f thofe 
that follow’d him , and even divers o f 
his W om en, did there perifh, either 
of drought, or the nnwholefome w a­
ters, or the tirefome ways and ill food, 
orlaftly, becaufe ftripped by the Koul- 
Its above-mention’d. Yet notwith- 
ftanding all this, Dara made hard fhift 
to get to the Raja Katche; unhappy 
even herein, that he periihid not him- 
felf in this March.

This Raja at firft gave him a very 
good reception, even fo far as to pro- 
mife him afTiftance with all his Forces, 
provided he would give his Daughter 
in Marriage to hi:. Son. But jejfeigne 
foon wrought as much with this Raja* 
as he had done with iejfomfeigne. So 
that Dara one day feeing the kindnefs 
of this Barbarian cooled upon a hid­
den , and that confequently his Perfoii 
was in danger there, he betakes him- 
felf to the purfuitof his Expedition to  
Tatabakar. L  2 T o



To relate how I got away from 
thofe Robbers, the KouUis, in what 
manner I moved them to companion, 
how I faved the beft part o f my fmall 
Treafure, how w e became good friends 
by the means of my profeflion o f Phy- 
lick, my Servants (perplexed as well 
as my fe lf) fwearing that I was the 
greateft Phyfitian of the W orld , and 
that the People o f Dura, at their go­
ing aw ay, had ill treated m e, and 
taken from me all my beft things: 
How, after having kept me w ith them 
feven or eight days, they had fo much 
kindnefs and generofity, as to lend me. 
an O xe, and to conduct me fo far, that 
I was in fight o f Amadevad: And laft- 
l y , how from thence after fome days 
I returned t o Debit, having lighted on 
an occafion to go with a certain Omrah 
palling thither in w hich Journey I 
met from time to tim e, on the w ay , 
with Carkaffes of M en, Elephants, 
O xen, Horfes, and Cam els, the re­
mainder o f that unfortunate Arm y of 
Para. Thefe are things, I fay, I muft 
not infift upon to defcribe them.

W hilft
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W hilft Dara advanced towards 

Tatdakar, the W ar continues in Ben- 
gale , and .much longer than was be­
lieved , Suit An Sujab putting forth his 
utmoft, and playing his laft Game 
againft Emir-jemU; Yet this did not 
much trouble Anreng-Zebe, w ho knew  
’twas a great way between Bengale 
and Agra, and was fufficiently con­
vinced o f the prudence and valour o f 
Emir-Jemla. That which dilqiueted 
him much more w as, that he faw So- 
liman Chekouh fo near (for from Agra 
to the Mountains ’tis but‘ eight days 
journey) whom he could not m after, 
and who perpetually allarm d him by 
the rumours that went continually 
about , as if  he were coming down 
the Mountains with the Raja. sTis 
certainly very hard to draw him 
thence: But behold how he manages 
the matter to compafs it.

He maketh the Raja 'Jeffeigne write 
one Letter after another to  the Raja 
of Serenaguer, promifing him very 
great things s i f  he would lurrender 
stliman chekoub to him , and menacing 

L 3 W ar
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W ar at the fame tim e, if  he fhould 
obftinately keep him. The Raja an- 
fwers, that he would rather lofe his 
Effcate, than do fo unworthy an a&ion. 
And Aureng-Zcbe, feeing his refolu- 
tion, taketh the Field, andmarcheth 
dire&Iy to the foot of the Hills , and 
with an infinite number of Pike-men 
eaufeth the Rocks to be cut, and the 
paffage to be widen’d. But the Raj* 
laughs at all that* neither hath he 
much caufe to fear on that fide. Au~ 
reng-Zebe may cut long enough, they 
are Mountains inacceflible to an Arm y, 
and ftones would be fufficient to flop 
the Forces of four indojians; fo that 
he was conftrained to turn back 
again.

iDara in the mean time approacheth 
to the Fortrefsof Tatabakar, and when 
he was but tw o or three days journey 
off, he received N e w s, that Mir-baba, 
who had long held it befieged, had 
at length reduced it to extremity: A s 
I afterwards learned of our French , 
and other Frunguis that were there, a 
pound o f Rice and Meat having cofl:

there
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there above a C ro w n , and fo of other 
Vi&uals in proportion: Yet the Go* 
vernour held out 5- made Sallies, which 
extremely incommoded the Enemy 5 
and ihew’cl all poflible prudence, cou­
rage, and fidelity 5 deriding the en­
deavours of the General, Mir-baba, 
and all the menaces and promiles of 
jlurettg-Zebe.

And this alfo I learned afterwards 
of my Countrey-men, the French, and 
of all thofe other Fr unguis that were 
w ith h im 5 who added, that when 
he heard that Vara was not far off, 
he redoubled his liberalities, and knew 
fo w ell to gain the hearts o f all his 
Souldiers, and to encourage them to 
do bravely, that there was not one 
o f them, that was not refolved to Tally 
out upon the Enemy, and to hazard 
all to raife the Siege, and to make 
Vara enter $ and that he alfo knew fb 
well to oaft fear and terrour into the 
Camp o f  Mir-baba, by fending Spies 
about very cunningly to allure, that 
they had feen Vara approach w ith 
great refolution,and very good Forces - 

L  4  th a t



-that if  he had com e, as was believed 
he would do every moment, the Army 

fof the Enemy was for disbanding upon 
his appearance, and even in part to 
go over to him. But he is ftill too 
unfortunate, to undertake any thing 
prolperoufly. Believing therefore,that 
to raile the Siege with fuch an hand­
ful of Men as he had was impoffible, 
he did deliberate to pafs the River In­
dus, and to endeavour to get into 
Perfu; although that alfo would have 
had mighty difficulties and inconve= 
niencies, by reafon of the Defarts , 
and the fmall quantity of good waters 
in thofe parts 5 befides, that upon 
thofe Frontiers there are but mean 
R/ijas and Pcitws,, who acknowledge 
neither the Per fan nor the Megoi. But 
his Wife did very much difwade him 
from i t , for this weak reafon, that he 
m uft, if he did fo , expert to fee his 
W ife and Daughter Slaves of the King 
of Perfia; that that was a thing al­
together unworthy of the Grandeur of 
his Fam ily, and 'twas better to d y e, 
than to undergo this infamy.



Vara, being in great perplexity, rê  
membred, that there was thereabout 
a certain Fat an, powerful enough, 
called Gion-Kdn, whofe Life he had 
formerly faved tw ice, when chah- 
'jehan had commanded he fhould be 
caft under the feet o f an E lephant, 
for having rebelled divers tim es: He 
refolved to go to him , hoping that 
he could give him fufficient Succours 
to raife the Siege of Tatabakar; ma­
king account, that thence he would 
take his Trcafure, and that going from 
thence, and gaining Kandahar, he 
could caft himfelf into the Kingdom 
of Cabout, having great hopes o f Mo- 
habet-Kan, who was Governour o f i t , 
becaule he was both potent and va­
liant , well beloved of his C oun trey, 
and had obtained this Government by 
his (Dara's) favour. But his Grand­
child , Sepe-Chekouh , yet but very 
young , feeing his defign, caft himfelf 
at his F e e t, intreating him for God’s 
fake, not to enter into the Countrey 
of that Pat an. His W ife and Daugh­
ter did the fame, remonftrating to

him ,
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h im , that he was a.Robbcr, a revolted 
Governour , that he would infallibly 
betray him 5 that he ought not to 
ftand upon the raifing of the Siege, 
but rather endeavour to gain Cabottl, 
that the thing was not impolfible, 
forafmuch as Mir-baba. was not like to 
quit the Siege to follow him , and to 
hinder him from getting thither.

Dart, being carried head-long by 
the force o f his unhappy Deftiny , re­
jected this counfel, and would hearken 
to nothing of what was propoied to 
him , fayin g, as was true, that the 
March would be very difficult, and 
very dangerous * and maintaining al­
ways , that Gion-Kajt would not be lo 
mean, as to betray him , after all the 
good he had done him. He departed, 
notwithftartding all that could.be faid 
to him , and w ent to p rove, at the 
price of his L ife , That no trull:is to 
be given to a wicked Man.

This Robber, who at firft believed 
that he had numerous Troops follow­
ing him , gave him the faireft rece­
ption that could be, and entertained

him
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him with very great kindnefs and civi­
lity in appearance, placing his Soul- 
diers here and there among his Sub- 
je&s, w ith  a ftrid  order to treat them 
w ell, and to give them what refrefh- 
ments the Countrey afforded: But 
when he found that he had not above 
two or three hundred Men in a ll, he 
quickly fhow’d what he was. It is 
not k n o w n , whether he had not re­
ceived fome Letters from Aareng-Zebe, 
or whether his avarice had not been 
tempted by fome Mules faid to be laden 
with Gola • which was all that could 
be faved hitherto, as well from the 
hands o f Robbers, as of thofe that 
conveyed it. Whatever it be, on a 
certain morning, when no body looked 
for any fuch thing, all being taken 
up w ith the care of refrelhing them- 
felves, and believing all to be fafe; 
behold this Traitor, who had beftirr’d 
himfelf all night to get armed Men 
from all parts, fell upon Dara and 
Sepe-Cbekoub, killed fome of their Men 
that ftood up to defend themfelves; 
forgot not to feize on the loads of the

Mules,
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lAuies, and of all the Jewels of the 
Women $ made Dara to be tyed faft 
upon an Elephant, commanding the 
Executioner to fit behind , and to cut 
off his head upon the leaft fign given , 
in cafe he Ihould be feentorefift, or 
that any one Ihould attempt to deliver 
him. And in this ftrange pofture he 
was carried to the Army before Tata- 
bakar , where he put him into the 
hands of Mir-baba, the General, who 
caufed him to be conduced in the com­
pany of this fame Traitor to Labor, and 
thence to Debit.

When he was at the Gates o f Debit, 
it was deliberated by Aurtng-Zebe , 
whether he Ihould be made to pafs 
through them idftof the C ity , or n o , 
to carry him thence to Goualtor. Many 
did advife, that that was by no means 
to be done^ that fome diforder might 
arife * that fome might come to fave 
h im ; and befides, that it would be a 
great dilhonour to the Family Royal. 
Others maintained the contrary, viz,. 
That it was abfoluteiy neceffary he 
Should pafs through the T o w n , to

aftonitb
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aftonilh the W orlds and to {hew the 
abfolute Power of. Aureng-Zebe, and 
to difabufe the People , that might ftill 
doubt, whether it were him felf, as in­
deed many Omrahs did doubt 5 and to 
take away all hopes from th ofe, who 
ftill preferved fome affection for him. 
The Opinion of thefe laft was fol­
lowed j he was put on an Elephant , 
his Grand-child , Sepe-Chekouh, at his 
fide 5 and behind them was placed 
Bhadur-Km, as an Executioner. This 
was none of thofe brave Elephants o f 
CeiUn or Pegu, which he was wont 
to ride o n , with gilt Hamels and em­
broidered Covers, and Seats'with Ca­
nopies very handfomely painted and 
g ilt , to defend themfelv^s from the 
Sun : It was an old Caitiff A n im al, 
very dirty and nafty , with an old torn 
C o v e r , and a pitiful Seat, ail open. 
There was no more feen about h im , 
that N ecklace of big Pearls, which 
thofe Princes are wont to w e ar, nor 
thofe rich Turbants and Vefts em­
broider’d, A ll his Drefs was a Veft 
o f courfeLinnen, all dirty, andaTur-

bant
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bant o f the fame , with a wretched 
Scarf of Each inter e over his head, like 
a Variety his Grandson , Sepe-che-> 
hub , being in the fame equipage. 
In this miferable pofture he was made 
to enter into the T o w n , and to pafs 
through the greateft Merchant-ftreets, 
to the end that all the People might 
fee him , and entertain no doubt any 
more whether it was he.

As for m e , I fancied we went to 
fee fome ftrange Maffacre, and was 
aftonifh’d at the boldnefs of making 
him thus pafs through the T o w n ; 
and! that the more, becaufe I knew 
that he was very ill guarded, neither 
was I ignorant, that he was very 
much beloved by the lower fort o f  
people , who at that time exclaimed 
highly againft the cruelty and tyranny 
of Aureng-Zebe, as one that kept his 
Father in prifon, as alfohisow nSon 
Sultan Mahmvud , and his Brother 
Morad-Bakche. I was well prepar’d 
for i t ,  and w ith a good Horfe and 
tw o good Men I w ent, together with 

.tw o  others o f my Friends, to place
my
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my felf in the greateft ftreet, where 
he was to pafs. But not one Man had 
the boldnefs to draw his Sword , only 
there were fome o f thtFakires&nd w ith 
them fome poor people, w ho feeing 
that infamous Gion-Kan ride by his fide, 
began to rail and throw ftones at h im , 
and to call him Traitor. A ll the /hops 
were ready to break for the crowd o f 
Spectators, that wept bitterly • and 
there was heard nothing but loud Out- 
crycs and Lamentations, InveCtives, 
and C u rfes, heaped on Gion-Kan% In 
a w ord, Men ana W om en, great and 
fmall (fuch is the tendernels o f the 
hearts o f  the Indians) were ready to 
melt into tears for eompaflion • but not 
one there was that durft ftir to relcue 
him. N o w  after he had thus palled 
through the T o w n , he was put into 
a Garden called Heider-Abad.

There were not wanting to tell 
Aureng-Zebe, how the People at this 
fight had lamented Dara, and curfed 
the Pat an, that had deliver’d him - 
and how the fame was in danger to 
have been ftoned to death, as alio that

there



there had been a great apprehenfion 
o f forrtc fedition and mifchief. Here­
upon another Council was held, whe­
ther he fhould indeed be carried to 
Gcudeor, as had been concluded before 5 
or whether it were not more expedient 
to put him to death, without more 
ado? Some were of opinion, that he 
fhould go to Gottxltor with a ftrong 
Guard, that that would be enough; 
Danechmend-Kan , though Vara s old 
Enem y, infilling much upon that. 
But Rauchenara-Begum, in'purfuanceof 
her hatred agajnft this Brother o f hers, 
pufhed Aitreng-Zebc to make him a- 
w a y , without running the danger 
there was in fending him to Goualeor; 
as alfo did all his old Enemies , Cahl- 
nUah-Kan, and chah-hejl-Kan, andefpe- 
cially a certain Flatterer, a Phyfitian, 
who was fled out of Perfia, firft called 
Hakim-Dxoud, and afterwards being be­
come a great Omrab named Takarrub- 
Kan: This V illain boldly rofe up in a 
full AfTembly, and cryed out, that it , 
was expedient for the fafety o f the 
State to put him to death immediately,

and
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and that the rather, becaufe he was 
no Muffulman; that long fince he was 
turn’d Kafire , Idolater, without Re­
ligion , and that he would charge the 
Sin of it upon his own head; O f 
which imprecation he foon after felt 
the fmart • for within a Ihort time he 
fell into dilgrace, and was treated like 
an infamous F ellow , and dyed mife- 
rably. But Aureng-Zebe , carried a- 
way by thefe inftances and m otives, 
commanded that he fliould be put to 
death, and that Sepe-Cbekouf),his Grand­
child, Ihould be fent to Goualeor.

The Charge of this Tragical Exe* 
cution was given to a certain Slave, 
call’d ,Nazer, that had been bred by 
Chah-Jehan, and was known to have 
been formerly ill treated by Dara. This 
Executioner, accompanied w ith three 
or four Parricides more, went to Dara} 
who w as then himfelf drelling fome 
Lentils w ith  Sepe-chekouh his Grande- 
child. H e no fooner fawNazer, bpt 
cryed out to Sepe-chekouh, My dear 
Son, behold thofe that come to kill 
us i laying hold at the fame time of 

M o fmall
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a fmall Knife, which was all the Arms 
that were left him. One o f thefe 
Butchers immediately fell upon Sepe- 
Chekouh; the others, upon the arms 
and legs o f Dara, throwing him to 
the ground , and holding him under, 
3till Nazer cut his throat. His Head 
was forthwith carried to the Fortrefs 
to Aureng-Zebe, who prefently com­
manded it to be put in a d ifh , and 
that water fhould be fetch’d * which 
when brought, he wiped it off with 
an Handkerchief, and after he had 
caufed the Face to be waflied clean, 
and the blood done aw ay, and was 
fully fatisfied that it wTas the very head 
o f Dara , he fell a weeping, and faid 
thefe words* A h Bed-bakt / A h  unfor­
tunate M an! Take it aw ay, and bury 
it in the Sepulchre of Uoumayon.

A t n igh t, the Daughter o f 1Dara 
was brought into the Seraglio, but 
afterwards fent to cbah-'jeban , and 
Begum* Saheb, who asked her o f Au- 
rcng-Zebe. ConcerningDaras W ife , 
fhe had ended her days before at Labor : 
She had poyfon'd her fe lf , forefeeing

the



the extremities ihe was falling into, 
together with her Husband. Sepe- 
Chekouh was lent to Gomletr. And after 
a few days, G ion-kin was lent for, to 
come before Anreng-Zebe in the Aflem- 
bly: To him were given fome Pre- 
fents, and fo he was fent away • but 
being near his Lands, he was rewar* 
d£d according to his defert , being 
killed in a W ood. This barbarous 
Man not knowing, or notconfidering, 
that if  Kings do fometimes permit 
fuch Addons for their Intereft, yet 
they abhor them , and fooner or later 
revenge them.

In the mean time, the Governour 
of Tatabakir, by the fame Orders that 
had been required of Data, was obli­
ged to furrender the Fortrefs. It was 
indeed upon fuch a compofition as he 
would h a v e , but it was alfo w ith ari 
intention not to keep word w ith  him. 
For the poor Eunuch, arriving at 
Libor, w as cut in pieces, together 
with thofe few  Men he had theft with 
him , by Kdlil-ullah-kan, who was Go­
vernour thereof* But the reafon o f 

M % the



the non-obfervance of the Capitula­
tion w a s , that there was come intel­
ligence , that he fecretly prepar’d him- 
felf to go diredly to Soliman-Chekouh, 
fparing no G old , which under-hand 
he conveyed into the hands of our 
Frunguis, and to all thofe that were 
come w ith  him out o f the Fortrefsto 
follow h im , under pretextof accom­
panying him as far as Debit to Aareng- 
Zebe, w ho had often faid, that he 
ihould be very glad to fee fo gallant a 
M an, and who had fo valiantly de­
fended himfelf.

There remained therefore none o f 
the Family o f Dara, but Soliman-Che- 
konh, w ho could not eafily be drawn 
away from Seremguer, if  the Raja had 
been fteady to his firft Declarations. 
But the fecret pradifes o f  the Raja 
JeJfeig»e , the promifes and threats o f 
Attreng-Zebe , the death of Dura, and 
the other Rajas his Neighbours that 
had been gain’d, and were prepared by 
the Orders , and at the coft or Aar eng- 
Zebe, to m akeW aragainft h im , did 
at Iaft /hake the Faith of this perfidious

Pro-
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Prote&or, and made him content to 
their demands. Sepe-Chekouh , -who 
was advertifed of i t , fled through the 
midfl: o f thofe horrid Countries and 
fearful D efarts, towards the great Ti­
bet. But the Son of, the Raja, foon 
purfuing and overtaking him , caufed 
him to be affaulted with ftones. The 
poor Prince was h u rt, feized, and 
carried to Debit, where he was im- 
prifon’d in Serenguer, that little For- 
trefs, where at firft they had put 
Morad-Bakchc.

Aureng-Zebe, to obferve what he had 
pra&ifed towards Dam, and that no 
body m ight doubt it was Solimattr- 
Chekeuh him felf, commanded him to 
be brought before him in the prefence 
of all the Grandees o f the Court. A t 
the entry of the Gate, the Chains 
were taken from his feet, leaving 
thofe he had about his hands, w hich 
feemed gilt. When this proper young 
Man, lb handfome and gallant, was 
feen to en ter, there was a good num­
ber of Omrahs that could not hold their 
tears5 and, as I was informed, all 
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the great Ladies o f the C o u r t , that 
had leave to fee him come in , fell a 
weeping. Aureng^Zebe, w h o appear’d 
himfelf to be touched at his misfor­
tunes, began to fpeak very kindly to 
him, and to comfort him ; telling him  
amongft other things, that he fhould 
fear nothing, that no hurt fhould be 
done to him 5 on the contrary, that 
he Ihould be well treated, and there­
fore be of good courage 5 that he had 
caufed his Father to be put to death for 
no other reafon, than that he was 
turn’d Kafer, and a Man without Re­
ligion. Whereupon this young Prince 
return’d him the Salem, and bleffed 
him, abafing his hands to the earth , 
and lifting them , as well as he could, 
up to his head, after the cuftom o f 
the Countrey •, and told him w ith 
refolution enough, That i f  he were 
to drink the Poujl, he intreated him  
that he might dye prefently, being 
very willing to fubmit to his Fate. But 
Aureng-Zebe promifed him publickly, 
that he ihould drink none o f i t 5 that 
he fhould reft fatisfied as to th a t, and

not



not entertain any fad thoughts about 
it. This being faid, he once more re­
peated the Salem: And after they had 
asked him feveral Queftions , in the 
Name o f Aureng-Zebe, touching that 
Elephant which was charged with 
Roupies o f Gold , taken • from him 
when he w ent to Sercnaguer, he was 
fentto Gomleor to the reft. This Poujl 
is nothing elfe but Poppy exprefled, 
and infufed a night in water. And 
Stis that potion, which thofethat are 
kept at Goudeor, are commonly made 
to drink 5 I mean thofePrinces, wrhofe 
heads they think not fit to cut o ff: 
This is the firft thing that is brought 
them in the morning, and they have 
nothing given them to eat Till they 
have drunk a great cup full o f i t ;  
they would rather let them ftarve. 
This emaciates them exceedingly, and 
maketh them dye infenfibly, they lo- 
fing little by little their ftrength and 
underftanding,and growing torpid and 
fenfelefs. And by this very means ’tis 
faid, that Sepe-Chekouh, and the Grand­
child o f Morad-B.akche , and Sotiman- 
Chekoub, were difpach’d. ■ M 4 A s
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As to Morad-Bakche, he was made 
away by a more violent death. For 
Aureng-Zebe feeing, that though he 
was in prifon, yet the generality had 
an inclination to him , and that many 
Verfes were fpread in the praife o f his 
Valour and C ourage, thought him- 
felf not fafe enough by putting him 
to death in private, by g ivin g him 
Pouji like others *, apprehending, that 
his Death would be ftill doubted o f, 
and that that might one time or other 
occafion fome commotion, and there­
fore devifed the following Charge a- 
gainft him. .

The Children o f a certain Sayed, 
very r ich , whom he had caufed to be 
put to death in Amadevad, to get his 
Eftate, when he there made his pre­
parations for W a r , and borrowed or 
took by force great Sums o f Money 
from all the rich Merchahts, appeared 
in full Affembly, making'''their com­
plaints, and demanding Junice, and 
the Head of Morad-Bakche, for the 
Blood o f their Father. Not one of the 
Omrahs durft contradift i t ,  both be-

caufe



caufe he was a Sayed, that is , one of 
Mahomet’s Kindred, to whom great 
Veneration was paid 5 and that every 
body fufticiently underftood the de- 
fign o f Aureng-Zebe, taking this for 
a pretence #to rid himfelf openly of 
Morad-Bakcfje, under a (hew o f Ju- 
ftice. So that the Head of him, that 
had killed the Father of the Plain­
tiffs , w as granted them without any 
other form  o f Procefs. Whereupon 
they w e n t , with neceftary Orders 
iffued out for that purpofe, to cut it 
off in Goualeor.

There remained no other Thorn in 
the Foot o f Aureng-Zebe but Sultan 
Sttjah , w ho kept himfelf ftill in Ben- 
gale ; but he alfo was forced to yield 
at laft to the power and fortune of 
Aureng-Zebe. There were (ent Co many 
Troops o f  all forts to Emir-Hernia, that 
at laft he was encompafted on all Tides, 
both on this and that fide o f the Ri­
ver Ganges; Co that he was neceflitated 
to flye to Dake, which is the laft 
Town o f Bengale on the Sea fide 5 and 
here comes the conclufion of this 
whole Tragedy. This



This Prince being deftitute of 
Ships to put to Sea, and not knowing 
whither to flye, fent his eldeft Son, 
Sultan Banque, to the King o f Racm 
or Moy, a Heathen or Idolatrous King, 
to know whether he would givehim  
leave to make his C o u n try  his place 
o f refuge only for fome tim e, and do 
him the favour, when the Moufom 
or the Seafon-winds fhould com e, to 
fur nidi him w ith a Veffel for Mecha , 
from thence to pafs into fome part of 
Turky or Perfia. That King fent an- 
fw er, that he fhould be very wel­
come , and have all poflible afliftance. 
So Sultan Banque returned to Dake w ith 
fome Galeaffes, manned w ith  Vran- 
guis (I mean, with thofe fugitive Bor- 
tugals, and other ftraggling Chriftians, 
that had put themfelves in fervice to 
that K in g , driving no other Trade 
than to ravage all this lower Ben- 
gale ; )  upon which Sultan Sujah em­
barked , with his whole Fam ily, v iz . 
his W ife, his three Sons, and D augh­
ters. They were well enough recei­
ved; whatever was neceffary for their

fub-



fubfiftence, • fuch as that Countrey 
would afford, was provided for them, 
in the name of that King. Some 
months pafs, the Seafon o f the fa­
vourable W inds come in , but not a 
word o f the Veffel, though he de­
manded it no otherwife than for his 
M oney; for as yet he wanted not Ru- 
piesof G o ld , nor Silver, nor Gems: 
He had too great a plenty o f them-, 
his Riches w ere, in all appearance, 
the eaufe of his ruin, or at leaft con­
tributed much to it. Thofe barbarous 
Kings have no true generofity, and 
are not much refrained by the Faith 
they have g iv en , regarding nothing 
but their prefent Interefts, without fo 
much as confidering themifehiefs that 
may befall them for their perfidioufnefs 
and brutality. To get out o f their 
hands, one muff either be the ftronger, 
or have nothing that may tempt their 
avarice. Sultan, Sujah may long e- 
nough follicit for a Veffel; all is in 
vain, he effects nothing: On the con­
trary , the King begins to fliew much 
eoldnefs, and to complain of his not

coming



coming to fee him .- I*know not, 
whether Suit an Sujah thought it un­
worthy of himfelf, and too mean a 
thing to give him a Vifit 5 or rather, 
whether he fear’d , that being in the 
Kings Houle he- might not there be 
feized on, to take away all his Trea- 
fure, and then be deliver’d into the 
hands o f Emir-Jemla, who for that 
purpofe promifed, in the name o f 
Aureng-Zebe, great Sums o f Money , 
and many other confiderable advan­
tages; W hatever the matter w as, 
he would not go thither himfelf, but 
fent his Son Sultan Banque, who being 
near the Kings Houfe* began to fhew 
liberality to the people, throwing out 
to them a good quantity of half Ru- 
p ies, and whole Rupies, of Gold and 
Silver. And being come before the 
K ing, he prefented him w ith ftoreof 
Embroideries, and o f rare pieces o f 
Goldfmiths-work, fet with precious 
Stones o f great value, excufing his 
Father, Sultan Sujah, as being indif- 
pofed , and befeeching him in his 
nam e, that he would remember the

Velfel,



Veffel , and the promife made to him 
thereof. But all that did not advance 
his bufinefs - on the contrary, five or 
fix days after, this King fent to Sultan 
Sujah, to ask-of him one o f his Daugh­
ters in Marriage 5 which he could 
never, refolve to grant him , whereat 
this barbarous Prince was highly of­
fended. W h at then could he do in 
this cafe? The Seafon paffeth away. 
W hat' {hall become of him? W hat 
other refolution can he ta k e , but to 
do a defperate A&ion ? Behold a 
Arrange undertaking, which may give 
a great Example of what Defpair can 
do!

Although this King of Racan be an 
Heathen, yet there is in his Domi­
nions ftore o f Mahometans mingled 
w ith  the people, that are retired thi­
ther , or have been, for the moft part, 
taken Slaves, here and there, bythofe 
Frangitis above-mention’d. Sultan Su- 
jah did under-hand gain thefe Maho­
metans ; and with two or three hun­
dred M en, whom he yet had remain­
ing o f thofe that had follow’d him

from
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from Bcngdc, he refolved, one day to 
fall unexpectedly upon the Houfe of 
this Barbarian; to kill all , and to 
make himfelf proclaim’d K ing of Ra- 
can. This was a very bold Enterprife* 
and fuch a on e, as had more o f a Be- 
fperado in i t , than of a prudent Man. 
Yet notwithftanding, as I was in­
form’d , and by what 1 could learn 
from many Mahometans, and Pertugals, 
and Hollanders, that then Were there 
prefent, the thing was feafible enough. 
But the day before the ftroke was to 
be given , the Defign was difcover’d* 
which did altogether overthrow the 
Affairs o f Sultan Sujab, and was foon 
after the caufe of his ruin. For not 
finding hereafter any way more to re­
cover himfelf, he attempted to flye 
towards Pegu ; which Was a thing in 
a manner impoflible, by reafon of the 
vaft Mountains and Forrefts to be pafi 
fed. Befides, he was immediately 
purfued lb clofe, that he was over­
taken the fame day he fled. It may 
well be th ough t, that he defended 
himfelf w ith  as much courage as was

poflible,



poffible. He killed fo many of thofe 
Barbarians, that it will fcarce be be* 
lieved, but he was fo overpow’red by 
the multitude of purfuers, that he 
was obliged to qujt the C o m b at.' Sul­
tan Banque, who was not fo far ad­
vanced as his Father, defended him- 
felf alfo like a Lion but at length, 
being all bloody of the- wounds, by 
ftones poured upon him from all fides, 
he w as feized on , and carried aw ay, 
w ith  his tw o little Brothers, his Si­
fters, and Mother.

A s to the Perfon of Sultan Sujah 
himfelf, all what could be learnt of it, 
is this : That h e , with one Woman , 
one Eunuch, and two other perfons, 
got up to the Top of the Mountain 5 
that he received a wound in his Head 
by a ftone, which ftruck him d o w n , 
but yet he rofe again, the Eunuch 
having wound his Head about w ith 
his Turbant , and that they efcaped 
through them idftof the Woods.

I have heard the Relation three or 
four other manner of w ays, even by 
thofe perfons that were upon the

p la ce .
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place. Some did allure, that he had 
been found among the dead , but was 
not well know n: And I have feen a 
Letter of the C hief of the Dutch Fa­
ctory s confirming this. So that ’tis 
difficult enough to *know aright wh^t 
is become of him. And this it is, 
which hath adminiftred ground to 
thofe fo frequent Allarm s, given us 
afterwards at Dehli: For at one time 
it was rumored, that he was arrived 
at Maflifatan, to joyn with the Kings 
o f Golkonda and rtfapeur; another time 
it was related for certain , that he had 
paffed in fight of Shy m e  with tw o 
Ships , bearing the Red Colours, 
which the King of Pegu or the King 
o f Siam had given him by and b y , 
that he was in Perfia, and had been 
feen in chiras, and foon after in Kan­
dahar , ready to enter into the King­
dom o f Cuboid it felf. Aureng-Zebe 
one day faid fm iling, that Sultan Sujah 
was at laft become an Agy or Pilgrim. 
And at this very day there are abun­
dance o f  petfons who maintain, that 
he is in Perfia, returned from Confian-

tinople,
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tinople, whence he is faid to have 
brought with him much Mo/iey. But 
that which confirms more than e- 
nough i that there is no ground for 
any o f thefe reports, is that Letter of 
the Hollanders ; and that an Eunuch of 
his, w ith  whom I travelled from Ben- 
gale to Maflipatan, as alio the Great 
.Matter o f his Artillery, whom I faw 
in the Service of the King o f  GoU 
konda , have allured me, that he is no 
more in being, though they made diffi­
culty to fay any more concerning him 5 
as a lio , that our French Merchants, 
that lately came out of Perfia arid from 
Hijpahan, when I was yet at Dehli, 
had in thole parts heard no news at all 
of him 5 befides that , I have heard 
that a while after his D efeat, his 
Sword and Poynard had been found: 
So that ’tis credible, that i f  he was 
not killed upon the place 5 he foou 
dyed afterw ards, and was the prey 
of fome Robbers, or T ygers, or E le-. 
phants j o f which the Forrefts o f that 
Countrey are full. However it b e , 
after this laft Action his whole Family 
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was put in Prifon, W ives and Chil­
dren, where they were treated rudely 
enough 5 yet fome time after they 
were fet at more liberty, and they 
received a milder entertainment: And 
then the King called for the eldeft 
Daughter, whom he married.

W hilft this was doing , fome Ser­
vants o f Sultm Banque, joyned w ith  
divers»of thofe Mahumetans which I 
have mentioned, went to plot ano­
ther Con fpiracyjike the firft. But the 
day appointed for it being com e, one 
of the^Confpirators, being half drunk, 
began’ too foon to break out. Con­
cerning this alfo I have heard forty 
different relations, fo that ’ tis very 
hard to know  the truth of it. That 
which is' undoubted is th is , that the 
King was at length fo exalperated a- 
gainft this unfortunate Family of 
Sujah, that he commanded it fhould 
be quite rooted out. Neither did there 

• remain any one of i t , that was not 
put to death, fave that Daughter 
which the K ing had made his W ife. 
SuiUn jBanqnf, and his Brothers, had

their
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their Heads cut off with blunt Axes $ 
and the Women were mured up, 
where they dyed of hunger and mi- 
fery.

And thus endeth this W a r , which 
the luft o f Reigning had kindled a- 
mong thofe four Brothers, after it had 
lafted five or fix years, from 165 5 or 
thereabout, to 1660 or 16 6 15 which 
left Aureng-Zebe in the peaceable pof- 
fellion o f this puiifant Empire*

71a  End o f  the F i r s t  T o m e .
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P A R T I C U L A R

E V E N T S :
O R,

The mojl conjiderable Tajfages after 
the War for Five Tears, or. there­
about , in the Empire of the 
G reat  M ogol.

T
He W ar being ended, the 

Tartars of Usbec entertained 
thoughts of fending Am- 
baffadors to Aureng-Zebe. 

T h ey had feen him fight in their 
Countrey , when he was yet a young 
Prince 5 Chah-Tban having fent him 
to command the Succours , which the 
Kan of Samarkand had defired of him 
agarnft the Kan of Balk. They had 
experienced his Conduct and Valour 
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on many occafions, and they conft. 
der’d w ith themfelves, that he could 
not but remember the Affront they 
did him, when he was juft taking Balk, 
the Capital Tow n of the Enem y: For 
the two Kans agreed together, and 
obliged him to retreat, alled'ging, 

I that they apprehended he m ight render 
himfelf Matter o f their whole State, 
juft as Ekbar had formerly done of the 
Kingdom of Kachimere. Befides, they 
had certain intelligence of all he had 
done in Indoftnn , of his Battels, For­
tune , and Advantages • whence they 
might fufficiently eftimate,that though 
Chah-Jehm was yet living, yet Aureng- 
Zebe was Mafter , and the only Perfon 
that was to be owned King of the 
Indies. Whether then they feared his 
juft refentments, or whether it. was , 
that their inbred avarice and fordid- 
nefs made them hope for fome confide- 
rable Prefent, the two Kans lent to 
him their Ambaffadors to offer him 
their Service, and to congratulate him 
upon the happy beginning o f his 
Reign, Aureng-Zcbe faw very w ell, 
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that the W ar being at an end, this 
offer was out of feafon, and that it 
was nothing but fear or hope, as wc 
f a i dt hat  had brought them. Y et for 
all this, he received them honourably; 
and , fince I  was prefent at their A u­
dience, I can relate the particulars of 
it with certainty.

They made their reverence at a con- 
fiderable diftance from him , after the 
Indian jcuftom, putting thrice their 
hands upon their heads,and as often let­
ting them down to the ground. Then 
they approached fo near, thttAureag- 
Zebe himfelf might very well have 
taken their Letters immediately from 
their hands • but yet it was an Omrah 
that took and open’d them, and gave 
them to him. He forthwith read 
them with a very grave countenance 5 
and afterwards commanded , there 
fhould be given to each of them an em­
broider’d Veft, a T  urbant, and a Girdle 
of Silk in Embroidery, which is that 
which they call Ser-apab, that is , an 
Habit from head to foot. After this, 
their Prefents were call’d for, which

con-
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confifted in fome Boxes o f choice L*py 
Lazulus, divers Camels w ith  long hair, 
fcveral gallant Horles, fome Camel­
loads o f frelh Fruit ,~as Apples, Pears, 
Raifins and Melons; (for ’ tis chiefly 
Usbec that furnilhes thefe forts o f Fruit, 
eaten at Dehli all the W in ter lo n g ;) 
and in many loads of dry F ru it , as 
Prunes of Bokaray Aprecocks, Raifins 
without any ftones that appeared, and 
tw o other forts of Raifins, black and 
w hite, very large and very good.

Aureng-Zebe was not w anting to 
declare, how much he was fatisfied 
w ith the Generofity of the Kans, and 
much commended the beauty and ra­
rity o f  the Fruit, Horfes, and C a­
mels and after he had a little enter­
tain’d them of the Rate o f  the Aca­
demy o f Samarkand, and o f  the Fer­
tility o f their Countrey, abounding in 
fo many rare and excellent th in gs, he 
defired them to go and repofe them- 
felves, intimating w ithall, that he 
Ihould be very glad to fee them-often.

T h ey came away from their Au­
dience full o f  contentment and joy,

not



not being4 much troubled, that they 
had been obliged to make their reve­
rence after the Indian cuffome, though 
it have fomething of flaviffi in it $ nor 
much refenting it ,  that the King had 
not taken their Letters from their own 
hands. I believe if  they had been re­
quired to kifs the ground ,• and even 
to do fomething of a lower nature, 
they would have complied with it. 
T is  tru e , it would have been in vain , 
if they had defired to. make no'other 
falute, but that of their own Coun­
trey , and to deliver to the King their 
Letters w ith  their own hands-, for 
that belongs only to the Ambaffadors 
of Perfia, nor have thefe this favour 
granted them , but with much diffi­
culty.

T hey flay’d above four months at 
Debit, what diligence foever they 
could ufe to be difpatch d , which did 
incommode them very much for they 
fell almofl: all fick , and even fome of 
them dyed, becaufe they were not 
accuftomed to fuch heats as are in In- 
doftan, or rather becaufe they were

fordid,
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fordid, and kept a very ill Diet. I 
know not whether there be a more 
avaricious and uncleanly Nation than 
they are. They laid up the Money, 
which the King hp.d appointed them 
for their maintenance, and lived a 
very miferable life, altogether unwor­
thy o f AmbafTadors: Y et they were 
difmilTed w ith great honour : The 
K in g , in the prefence of all the Om- 
rahs, prefented each of them with two 
rich Ser-apahs, .and gave order, that 
eight thcufand Rupies Ihould be carried 
to their Lodgings, which amounted 
to near tw o thoufand Crow ns each. 
He alfo gave them, for Prefents to the 
K ah s  their Mailers, very handfom Ser- 
apabs, ftore of the richeft and bell 
wrought Embroideries, a good quan­
tity o f fine C loth, and hlk Stuffs, 
wrought with Gold and S ilv er, and 
fome Tapeftries, and tw o Poynards 
fet about with precious ftones.

During their flay , I went thrice 
to fee them , being prefented to them 
as a Phyfitian by one of my Friends, 
that was Son of an Usbec, that had

mad?



made his Fortune in that Court. I 
had a defign to have learned fomething 
in particular of their C oun trey, but I 
found them lo ignorant, that they 
knew not fo much as the Confines of 
their State, much lefs could they in­
form me o f any thing concerning the 
Tartars that have conquer’d China o f 
late years : In Ihort, they told me no­
thing that I knew not before. I had 
once the curiofity to Dine w ith them , 
w h ich  liberty I obtained eafily enough. 
T h ey are not Men of much ceremony; 
it w as a very extraordinary Meal for 
fuch a one as I , it being meer Horfe- 
flefti 5 yet for all this I got my Dinner 
w ith  them 5 there was a certain Ra- 
gou x which I thought paflable: And 
I w as obliged to exprefs a liking of fo 
exquifit a diih, which they fo much 
lu ll after. During Dinner there was 
a ftrange filence • they were very bufie 
in carrying in with their whole 
hands , for they know not what a 
Spoon is 5 but after that this Horfe- 
flefh had wrought in their ffomachs, 
they’ began to talk, and then they

would
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would perfwade m e, they were the 
moft dextrous at Bows and A rrow s, 
and the ftrongeft Men in the World. 
They call’d for Bows, w hich  are much 
bigger than thofe o f Indofian, and 
would lay a w ager, to pierce an Oxe 
or my Horfe through and through. 
Then they'proceeded to commend the 
ftrength and valour of their W om en, 
which they deferibed to me quite 
other wife than the Amazons; telling 
me very wonderful ftories o f them, 
efpecially one, which w ould be ad­
mirable indeed , if  I could relate it 
w ith a T Artarian E loquence, as they 
did: They told m e, that at the time 
when Aureng-Zebe made W a r  in their 
Countrey, a Party of T w en ty  five or 
Thirty Indian Horfemen cam e to fall 
upon a fmall Village*, w h ilft they 
plundred, and tyed all thole whom 
they met w ith  to make them Slaves, 
an old W oman faid to th em : C h il­
dren, be not fo mifehievous, my 
Daughter is not far off, Ihe w ill be 
here very fliortly, retreat i f  you be 
wife, you are undone if  lhe light upon

you.



you. They laughed at the old W o­
man j and her advice, and continued 
to load, to ty e , and to carry away her 
felf; but they were not gone half a 
M ile, but this old W om an , looking 
often backw ard, made a great out-cry 
of joy , perceiving her D aughter 
coming after her on Horfe-back ■ and 
prefently. this generous She-Tartar, 
mounted on a furious Horfe , her Bow 
and A rrow s hanging at her fide; called 
to them at adiftance , that fhe was yet 
w illing to give them their k iv e s , if 
they would carry back to the Village 
all they had taken, and then with­
draw w ithout any noife. The ad­
vice o f this young Woman affedted 
them as little its that of her old Mo­
ther •, but they were foon aftonifh’d , 
when they found her let fly at them 
in a moment three or four great A r­
rows , which ftruck as many of their 
Men to the ground, which forced them 
to fall to their Quivers alfo. But fhe 
kept her felf at that diftance from 
them , that none o f them could reach 
her, She laughed at all their effort, and

at
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at all their A rrow s, know ing howto 
attack them at the length o f her Bow, 
and to take her meafure from the 
ftrength of her A r m , w h ich  was of 
another temper than th eirs: So that 
after (he had killed half o f  them with 
her Arrows, and put them into difor- 
der, (he came and fell upon the reft 
with the Zable in her hand, and cut 
them all in pieces.

T h e Ambafladors of ta rt Ary were 
not yet gone away from D ehli, when 
AurcngZtbe fell exceeding fick • a vio­
lent and continued Fever made him 
fometimes lofe his underftanding : His 
tongue was feized with fuch a Palfie, 
that he loll: almoft hisfpeech, and the 
Phyfitians defpaired o f his recovery; 
nothing was heard for the time, than 
that he was gone, and that his Sifter 
Rauche/iara-Begum concealed his death 
out o f defign. It was already bruited, 
that the Raja Jeffemfeigne, Governour 
o f Guzaratte, was on the way to de­
liver Chah-'jehan ; that Mohabet-Kan 
(who had at length obeyed the Orders 
of Aweng-Zebe) quitting the Govern­

ment



meht o f Cabonl, and being already on 
this fide Labor to come back, made 
haft Îfo w ith  three ©r four thoufand 
Horle for the fame end; and that the 
Eunuch Etbar-kan, who kept Chah- 
Jeban in the Fortrefs of Agra, would 
have the honour of his delivery. On 
one fide w e fee Sultan Mazum beftir 
himfelf exceedingly with bribes, en­
deavouring by promifes to allure him- 
felf o f the Omrahs, fo far as that one 
night he went dilguized to the Raja 
Jejjetgne, entreating him w ith expref- 
fions o f deep refped, that he would 
engage himfelf for his intereft.

W e knew  from other hands , that 
Rauchemra-Begum, together with TV- 
day-kan, the Great Mafter o f Artillery, 
and many Omrahs, declared for the 
young Prince Sultan Ekbar, the third 
Son o f Aureng-Zebe, though he was 
but feven or eight years old •, both par­
ties in the mean time pretending , 
they had no other defign than to deli­
ver cbah-Jehan: So that the people 
believed, that now he was going to 
be let at liberty , though none of the 

O Grandees
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Grandees had any fuch thing in their 
thoughts, fpreading this rumour only 
to gain credit and concourfe, and be- 
caufe they feared,' leaft by the means 
of Etbar-kin, or fome other fecret in­
trigue, he fhould one day appear in 
the Field. And indeed o f all the par­
ties, there was not one that had rcafon 
to wifh for his liberty and reftoration 
to the T h ron e, except Jtfiomfctgne, 
Mohabet-kan, and fome others, that 
as yet bad done no great matter to his 
difad vantage. The reft had been all 
againft h im , at leaft they had vilely 
abandon’d him. They knew  very well 
he would be like an unchain’d L yon , 
i f  he came abroad: W ho then could 
truft him ? And what could Etbar-kan 
hope for, who had kept him up fo 
clofe < I know7 not, if by fome adven­
ture or other, he ihould have come 
out o f  prifon, whether he would not 
have flood Angle, and been alone of 
his party.

But though Aweng-Zebe was very 
fick , yet for all this he gave order for 
all th in gs, and particularly for the
. . ,  fure
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fure cuftody o f cbah-jehm  his Father 5 
and though he had advifed Sultan Ma- 
zum to go and open the Gates to Chah- 
Jeban, in cafe he ihould di e , yet he 
omitted not to have Etbar-kan incef- 
fantly w rit to. And the fifth day,  in 
the height o f his ficknefs, he caufed 
himfelf to be carried into the Affembly 
of the Omrahs to (hew him felf, and 
to difabufe thofe who might believe 
him to be dead, and to obviate popular 
tumults, or fuch accident as might 
have caufed Chah-Jehan to be fet at 
liberty. The feventh , ninth , and 
tenth day , he made himfelf to be car­
ried again into the faid Affembly for 
the lame reafon • and, what is almoft 
incredible, the thirteenth, after he 
had recolle&ed himfelf from a fit of. 
fvvounding, which accafioned a rumor 
through the whole Town o f his being 
dead , he caJled for two or three of 
the greateft Omrahs, and the Raja Jef 
feigne, to let them fee that he was alive* 
made himfelf to be railed in his bed, 
called for Ink and Paper to write to 
Ethar-kan, and fent for the Great Seal,' 
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which he had trufted with RMchctun- 
Bagum, and commonly enclofed in a 
fmall bag* fealed with a Seal he always 
Wore about his arm, fearing left Ihe had 
already made ufe of it for her designs. I 
was nigh my Ag*b, when all this news 
was told h i m ,  and I underftood, that 
lifting up his hands to Heaven he faid, 
W hat a Soul is th is '  A matchlefs for­
titude and courage of fp irit! God pre- 
ferve thee Aureng-Zebe > for greater 
things • certainly he will not that thou 
fhouldeft yet die. And indeed after 
this fit he recover’d by little and little. 

He had no fooner recover’d his 
health, but he fought to get out o f the 
hands of Cbah-Jeban, and Begum-Sahcb, 
the Daughter of Dara , to fecure the 
marriage o f Suit am-Ebb a y , his third 
Son , with this Princefs - on purpofe 
thereby to gain him Authority, and to 
give him the greater right to the Em­
pire  ̂ For he it is 3 who is thought to 
be by him defigned for it. He is yet 
very young, but he hath many near 
and powerful Relations at the C o u rt, 
and is born of the Daughter of ch*b-

NavAze-



Uavaze-kan, and confequently of the 
Bloud of the Antient Soveraigns of 
Machate; whereas Sultan Mahmoud 
and Sultan Mazum are only Sons of 
Ragipontnis, or Daughters o f Raja’s. 
Thefe Kings, though Mahumetans, do, 
for all th a t, marry of the Daughters 
of the Heathen, either for State-inte- 
reft, or for extraordinary Beauty. But 
Aureng-Zebe, was difappointed in this 
defign  ̂It will hardly be believed, with 
w hat height and fiercenefs of fpirit 
chdb-Jehan and Begum reje&ed the Pro- 
pofition, and the Young Princefs her 
felf, w ho in the fear of being carried 
away , was for fome days defperate, 
and protefted Ihe would rather kill her 
felf an hundred times over, i f  it were 
poflible, than to marry the Son of him 
that had murthered her Father.

He had • no better fatisfattion from 
Chah-Jehan about certain Jewels which 
he asked o f him, in order to finifli a 
piece of w ork which he eaufed to be 
added to a famous Throne, which' 
is fo highly efteemed. For he fiercely 
anfwer’d, that Aureng-Zebe fhould take 
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no other care but to rule better then he 
did; that helhould let his Throne a- 
lone5 that he was weary to hear of 
thefe Jew els, and that the Hammers 
were ready to beat thgm to duff the firft 
time he fhould be importun’d again 
about them.

The Hollanders would not be the laft 
m doing reverence to Aureng-Zebe: 
they had thoughts of fending an Am- 
baffador to him. They pitched upon 
Monfieur Adrican, the Commander of 
their Fa&ory at Suratte; and being a 
right honeft than, and o f good fenfe 
and judgm ent, not negleding to take 
the counfel o f his friends, he well ac­
quitted himfelf of this employment. 
Aureng-Zebe, though he carries it very 
high , and aifedts to appear a zealous 
Mahumetan, and confequently to dif- 
pife the Franguis or Chriftians , yet 
thought fit to receive them with much 
r'efpedt and civility. He even was de- 
firous , that this Ambaffador fhould 
complement him in the mode o f the 
Franguis, after he had been made to do 
it the Indian way. 9 Tis true, he recei­

ved



vcd his Letters by the hand of an 
Omrah; but that was not to be taken 
for any contempt, he having fhew’d 
no more honour to the Ambaffadors of 
Usbec. A fter this, he intimated to him, 
that he might produce his Prefent; 
and at the fame time he caufed him, 
and fome o f liis Train, to bedreffed 
with a Ser-Afah embroider’d. The 
Prefent cofifted o f ftore of very fine 
Scarlet, fome large Looking-glaffes , 
and divers excellent pieces of Chinefe 
and Japonefe work , among which 
there was a Paleky, and a Tac'kravan, 
or a Field-Throne of admirable work- 
manfliip.

This Amrbafladour was not fo foon 
difpatch’t as he wifli’d , it being the 
cuftom of the Kings of Mogolto detain 
Ambaffodours as long as they well can, 
from a belief they have, that ’tis the 
intereft o f  their Greatnefs, to oblige 
Strangers to give long attendance at 
their C o u rt 5 yet.he was not kept fo 
long as the' Ambaffadours o f Usbec. 
Mean time he had the misfortune, that 
his Secretary died there, and the reft 
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of his Retinue began to grow lick. 
When the King diftnifTed him, he gave 
him fuch another Ser-Apah embroi­
der’d, as thefirft was for him felf5 and 
another,a very rich one,for the General 
of Batavia^ together with a Poynard, 
fet about with Jewels, all accompanied 
with a very obliging Letter.

The chief aim o f the Hollanders in 
this Embaffy was, to make themfelves 
immediately known to the King, there­
by to gain credit, and to intimidate the 
Governours of the Sea-ports, and o- 
ther places, where they have their 
La&ories- that fo they may not at­
tempt, when they pleafe, to infult over 
them , or to trouble them in their 
Trade; thereby -letting them k n o w , 
that they had to do with a potent Na­
tion , and that hath a door open to ad- 
drefs themfelves , and to complain 
immediately to the King. Their end 
alfo was,  to make it appear, w hat 
intereft the King had in their C om ­
merce 5 and therefore they fhe w ’d long 
Rolls o f  Commodities, bought up by 
them through the whole Kingdom ,

and
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and Lifts of confiderable fums of Gold 
and S ilver, every year brought thither 
by them * but faying not a word of 
thofe which they draw thence, from 
the Copper, Lead, Cinamon, Cloves, 
Mufcadin, Pepper, W ood o f  Aloes,  
Elephants, and other Commodities 
which they vend there.

About this time, one of the moft 
conjiderable Omrah's of Aureng-Zebe 
addreffed himfelf to him, and repre-, 
fented, that this multitude and variety 
of perplexing affairs, and this perpe­
tual attention of mind in h i m, might 
foon caufe a great alteration in his 
temper, and a dangerous inconveni­
ence in his health. But Aureng-Zebe, 
feeming to take almoft no notice of 
w hat that Omrah faid, turn’d himfelf 
another wa y ,  and approaching to a- 
nother o f the prime Omrah’s o f the 
C o u rt, a perfon of great knowledge 
and judgm ent, fpoke to him in this 
purpofe ( as I was informed by the Son 
of this L o rd , who was my friend.)

You other Sages, are you not all of the 
m ind, that there are times and conjuntfi-

otts



tns fo urgent, that a King ought to ha.zj.rl 
his life for his Subjects, and facnfice him- 
ft I f  for their Defence with Arms in his 
hands ? And yet this Effeminate Man 
would dijfwade me from taking fa ins, and 
dehort me from watching andfedicitude for 
the Publick ■ and carry me by fretences of 
Health, to the thoughts of an eafte life , 
by abandoning the Government of my Peo­
ple, and the management of affairs, to 
fome V ifr or other. Doth he not know, 
that Providence having given me a Royal 
Extraction, and raifed me to the Grown 
of Indoftan , hath not made me for my 
fe lf alone, but for the good and fafety of 
the Publick, and for the procurement of 
tranquility and happinefs to my Subjects, 
as far as that nay be obtained by jujiice and 
Power ? He feeth not the consequence of 
his Counfels, and what mifehiefs do attend 
Vifrfhips. Doth he think it to be without 
reafon what out Grand Sady hath figene- 
roufly pronounced - O Kings, ceafe, ceafe 
to be Kings, orgovernyour Kingdoms your 
[elves? Go ted thy Country-man, that I  
fhad well like of the care he is confiantly to 
take o f the faithful difeharge of his Place ;

but



hut advife him alfo, not Any more to run out 
himfelf fofar as he hath done. We have 
natural inclination enough to a long, eafie, 
and carelefs life , and there need no Coun­
sellors to jhake o f  bufmefs and trouble. 
Our w ives, that lye in our bofom, do too 
often, be fide s our oven genius, incline 
us that veay.

A t the fame time there happen’d an 
accident, that made a great noife at 
Vehli, efpecially in the Seraglio, and 
difabufed a great many, that could as 
hardly believe as my felf,that Eunuchs, 
though they had their Genitals quite 
cut a w a y , could become amorous as 
other men. Didar-kan, one of the 
chief Eunuchs of the Seraglio, who 
had built , an houfe, where he came 

' often to divert himfelf, fell in love with 
a very  beautiful W om an, the Sifter of 
a Neighbour of h is, that was an Hea­
then Scrivener.

Thefe Amours lafted a good while 
before any body blamed them,*finceit 
was but an Eunuch that made them, 
which fort o f  men have the priviledge 
to go  where they pleafe $ but the

famili-
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familiarity grew fo great, and fo extra­
ordinary betwixt the two Lovers, that 
the Neighbours began to fufped fome- 
thing,and to rally the Seri vener, which 
did jo  touch him , that he threaded 
both his Sifters and the Eunuch to kill 
them if  they Ihould continue their 
commerce. And foon after, finding 
them in the night lying together, he 
(tabbed the Eunuch out-right, and 
left his Sifter for dead.. The whole 
Seraglio, W omen and Eunuchs, made 
a league together againft him to make 
him away 5 but Aureng-Zebe diffipated 
all thefe machinations, and was con­
tent to have him turn Mahumetan. 
Mean time ’tis thought, he cannot 
long avoid the malice and power of the 
Eunuchs; for ’tis not,  as is the com- ' 
mon faying, w ith Men as w ith Bruits; 
thefe latter become gentler and more 
tradable when they are caftrated 5 but 
men more vicious, and commonly 
very infolent , though fometimes it 
turneth to an admirable fidelity and 
gallantry.

It was alfo about the fame time, that
Ameng-



Aureng-Zebe was fomewhat difcon- 
tented with Rauchenara-Begum, becaufe 
fiie was fufpe&ed to have given accefs 
to tw o  Young Gallants into the Sera­
glio, who were difcover’d and brought 
before Aureng-Zebe. Y et this being 
but a fufpicion, he expreflfcd to her no 
great refentmeat of it 5 nor did he 
make ufe o f fo great rigour and cruelty 
againft thofe poor men, as Chah-Jehm 
had done againft the perfon above 
fpoken of. The matter was related to 
me by an old Portuguefe W om an (that 
had a long while been Have to the Sera­
g lio  , and went out and in at pleafure) 
as folio weth : She told me that Raucbe- 
nara-Begum , after file had drawn from 
a young man, hidden by her, all his 
ability, deliver’d him to fome Women 
to convey him away in the night tho­
rough fome Gardens, and fo to fave 
him : But whether they were difco­
ver’d , or whether they feared they 
fiiould be fo , or what elfe might be 
thecaufe, they fled, and left him there 
wandring in the midft o f thofe Gar­
dens , not knowing which way to get

out
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o u t: And being at laft met w ith , and 
brought before Attreng-Zebe, who ex­
amined him ftr id ly , but could draw 
nothing elfe from him , than that he 
was come in over the waMs, he was 
commanded to get out the fame way 
by which heentred: Butitfeem s, the 
Eunuchs did more than Aureng-Zebe 
had given order fo r , for they caft him 
down from the top of the walls to the 
bottom. As for the other Young Gal­
lant , this fame W oman affined me , 
that he was found wandring in the 
Garden like the firft *, and having con- 
feffed that he was.come in by the G ate, 
Attreng-Zebe commanded likewife, that 
he alio Ihould pafs away again by the 
fame Gate * yet referving to himielf a 
fevere ch*ftifement for the Eunuchs, 
fince not only the honour o f the Roy^l 
Houfe, but alio the fafety o f the Kings 
perfon is herein concerned.

Some months after, there arrived 
at Dehli feveral Ambafladours, almoft 
at the fame time. The firft was X erif 
of Adecchti, whofe Prefent did confift 
in fome Arabian Horfes: The fecond

and



and third Ambaffador were, he of the 
King o f Hyeman, or Happy Arabia  ̂and 
he o f the Prince of Bajfora, who like- 
wile prefented Arabian horles. The 
two remaining Ambaffadors were fent 
from the K ing of Ethiopia. T o  the 
three firft no great regard was given 5 
they appear’d in fo milerable and con- 
fufed an Equipage, that it was percei­
ved they came only to get fome money 
by the means of their Prefent, and of 
the m any Horfes and other Merchan- 
dife , which under the pretence of 
Ambaffadors, entred without paying 
any duty into the Kingdom, thereto 
be fo ld , and to buy for the money a 
quantity o f  Indian Stuffs, and fo to 
return without paying likewife any 
Impoft at all.

But as to the Ethiopian EmbafTy,that 
defer ves to be other wife taken notice 
of 5 the K ing of Ethiopia having recei­
ved the new s o f the Revolution o f the 
Indies, had a defign to fpread his Name 
in thofe parts,and there to make known 
his Grandeur and Magnificence by a 
Tplendid Embafly; or, as malice will

have
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have i t , or rather as the very truth is, 
to reap fome advantage by a prefent as 
w ell as the reft. Behold therefore this 
great Embafty! He chofe for his Am- 
baffadors two perfons, that one would 
think were the moft confiderable in his 
C o u rt, and the moft capable to make 
fuch a defign profper. And who were 
they i  the one was a Mahumetan Mer­
chant, whom I had feen fome years ago 
at M okx, when I paffed there coming 
out o f Egypt over the Red-Sex, where 
he was to fell fome Slaves for that 
Prince, and to buy of the money,raifed 
thence , fome Indian Commodities. 
And this is the fine Trade o f that Great 
ChriUian King o f Africa. The other 
was a Chriftian Merchant o f Armenia, 
bom and married in Aleppo, known in 
Ethiopia by the name of Murat. I had 
feen him alfo at Mokx, where he had 
accomodated me with the half o f his 
Cham ber, and aflifted me with very 
good advice, whereof I have fpoken 
in the beginning of this Hiftory, as a 
thing taking me off from pafling into 
Ethiopia, according to my firft defign.

He



Healfo came every year to that place* 
in that Kings Name, for the fame end 
that the Mahometan did, and brought 
the Prefent which the King made eve­
ry year, to the Gentlemen o f the 
Englilh and Dutch Company o f  the 
Eaji-lndies, and carried away theirs. 
N ow  the King of Ethiopia, futably to 
his defign, and the defire he had o f 
making his AmbaiTadors appear with 
great fplendour, put himfelf to great 
expences for this Embaflie: He gave 
them thirty two young Slaves, o f both 
Sexes, to fell them at Moka, and thence 
to make a fum of Money to bear their 
Charges. A  wonderful largefs! Slaves 
are commonly Ibid there for twenty 
five or thirty Crowns a piece, one with 
another. A  confidcrable fum. Be- 
fides, he gave them for a Prefent to 
the Great Mogol five and twenty choice 
Slaves, among, which there were nine 
or ten very young, proper to make Eu- 

. ttuchs of. A  very worthy Prefent for 
a King, and he a Chriftian, to a Ma- 
humetanPrince! It feems theC hri- 
ftian ityof the Ethiopians is verydiflfe-

P rent



rent from ours. He added to that 
Prefent, twelve Horfes, efteem’d as 
much as thofe o f Arabia, and a kind of 
little Mule, of which I faw  the Skin, 
w hich was a very great Rarity, there 
being noTyger fo handfomely fpeck- 
led, nor Silken Stuff of India fo finely, 
fo varioufly, and fo orderly ftreaked,

1 as that was* Moreover , there were 
for a part o f the Prefent, tw o Ele­
phants Teeth, fo prodigious, that they 
allured it was all that a very able-bo­
died man could do to lift up one of 
them from the ground. Laftly, an 
Horn o f an Oxe full o f C ivett, and fo 
b ig , that the aperture of it being 
meafur’d by me, when it came to Deb- 
It\ it had a Diameter o f half a Foot, 
and fomewhat better. A lt things be­
ing thus prepared, the Ambafladors 
depart from Gondez, the Capital o f 
Ethiopia , fituated in tlje Province of 
Dam be a , and came through a very 
troublefome Gountrey to Beiloul̂  which 
is a difpeopled Sea-Port over againft 
\JBtekay nigh to Babel-mandel̂  not da­
tin g to come (for rcafons elfewhere to

be



be alledged) the ordinary way tff the 
Caravans, which is made witheafein ' 
forty dayes to Arkiko,. and thence to 
pafs to the Jfle of Mafoua. D  uring their 
ftay at Beiloul, and expeding a Bark 
of Moka, ' to waft over the Red Sea, 
there died fome of their Slaves, be- 
caufe the Veffel tarried , and they 
found not in that place thofe refrefh- 
ments that were neceffafy for them. 
W hen they came to Moka, they foon 
fold their Merchandife to raife a 
{lock o f Money according to order.' 
But they had this ill luck , that that 
year the Slaves were very cheap $ be- 
caufe the Market was glutted by ma­
ny other Merchants 5 yet they raifed 
a fum to purfue their Voyage: They 
embark’d upon an Indian Veffel to pafs 
to Suratte : Their pailage was pretty 
good • they were not above five and 
twenty daies at Sea $ but whether it 
was that they had made no good pro- 
vifion, for want of flock,  or what 
elfe the caufe might be, many of their 
Slaves and Horles, as alfo the Mule, 
whereof they faved the Skin, died.
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T hey were no fooner arrived at Su- 
ratte, but a certain Rebel of Fifapour, 
called Seva-Gi, came and ranfcked and 
burned the Town,and in it their houfe, 
fo that they could fave nothing but 
their Letters, fome Slaves that were 
lick, or which Seva-Gi could not light 
on, their Ethiopian Habits which he 
cared not fo r , and the Mules Skin, 
and the Oxes Horn, which was alrea­
dy emptied of the C ivett. They did 
very much exaggerate their misfor­
tune ; but thofe malicious Indians that 
had feen them arrive in fuch a wretch­
ed condition, without provifions, 
without habits, without money', or 
Bills of Exchange, faid, that they 
were very happy, and fhould 'reckon 
the Plunder of Suratte for a piece o f  
their beft Fortune, forafmucn as Se­
va-Gi had faved them the labour o f 
bringing their miferable Prefent to 
Debit ̂ and had furnilht them with a 
very Ipecious pretence for their beg­
garly condition, and for the fale they 
had made o f their Civet and o f fome 
o f their Slaves, and for demanding o f

the



the Governour of Sttratte provifions 
for their fubfiftance; as alfo lome Mo* 
ney and Chariots to continue their 
voyage to Dchli. Moiifieur Adrian, 
chief o f the Dutch Factory, my friend, 
had given to the Armenian Murat a 
Letter o f recommendation to m e, 
which he deliver’d himfelf at Debit,not 
remembring that I had been his Hoft at 
Moka. It was a very pleafant meeting 
when w e came to know one another, 
after thefpace of five or fix years. I 
embraced him affectionately, and pro- 
piifed him that I would ferve him in 
whatever I could 5 but that, though I 
had acquaintance at the Court, it was 
impoffible for me to do them any con­
siderable good office there: Forfince
they had not brought with them any 
valuable Prefent, hut only the Mules 
Skin, and jthe empty Oxes Horn, and 
that they were feen going upon the 
ftreets without any Paleky or Horfes, 
fave that o f our Father Miffionary,and 
mine (  which they had almoft killed ) 
cloathed like Beggars, and followed 
■ yyith fcvenor eight Slaves, bare head- 
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ed and bare-foot, having nothing but 
an ugly Sharfe tyed between their 
Legs, w ith a ragged C loth  over their 
left Shoulder, puffing' under their left 
Arm like a Summer-Cloak $ fin ce, I 
laid, they were in fuch a pofture,what- 
ever I could fay for them was infignifi- 
cantj they were taken for Beggars, 
and no body took other notice o f them. 
Y et notwithftandingl faid fo much of 
the Grandeur of their K ing to my A- 
gab Dmeehmendkan  ̂ who had caufe to 
hearken to me , as managing all for­
e ig n  affairs there, that Aurcng-Zehe 
gave them Audience, received their 
Letters, prefented them each with an 
embroider’d Veil:, a filken embroider’d 
G irdle, and a Turbant o f the fame, 
gave order for their entertainment, 
and difpatched them in a little time, 
and that w ith more honour than there 
was ground to expert: For in difmif- 
hng them , he prefented them each 
w ith an other fuch Veft , and w ith 
6coo Rupies for them a l l , w hich a- 
mounteth to about 3000 C row n s, of 
w hich the Mahumetan had four t'hou-

fand.



fand, and Murat, becaufea Chriftian, 
but two thoufand. He alfo gave them 
for a Pretent to their Matter a vety rich 
Ser-apah or V e ft , tw o  great filver 
and guilt Trumpets, tw o  filver Tyim  
bals, a Poynard cover’d w ith  Jewels, 
and. the valufe of about tw enty thou­
fand Francs in Golden and Silver Ru- 
pies, to let their King fee Money coy- 
ned, as a Rarity he had not in .his 
C ountrey: But Aureng-Zehe knew
very w ell that thefe Rupies would not 
go out o f the Kingdom, and that they 
were like to buy commodities for them: 
And it fell out fo* for they laid them 
out, partly in fine Cotton Cloth, to 
make fhirts o f for their King, Queen, 
and their only lawful Son tnat is to be 
the Succeflbr; partly in filken fluffs 
ftreaked with Gold or Silver, to make 
Vefts and Summer-Drawers of * part­
ly in Englifh Scarlet, to make two A- 
rabian Vefts of for their King alfo 5 
and laftly, in Spices, and in ftore of 
courier C lo th , for divers Ladies of 
his Seraglio, and for the children he 
had by them j all without paying any 
duty. P  4  p ot



For all my friendfhip w ith  Mur i t , 
there were three things that made me 
almoft repent to have ferved them. 
The jir jl, becaufe CM nr at havingpro- 
mifed me to leave with me for 50 Ru- 
pie$, a little Son o f h is, that was very 
pretty, o f a delicate B lack, and with­
out luch a fwelled N ofe, or fuch thick 
Lips as commonly the Ethiopians have , 
broke his word w ith m e, and let me 
know , th at' he fhould take no lefs for 
him than 300 Rupies. For all this, I 
had thoughts of Buying h im , for rar 
rities fake, and that I m ight fay, a 
Father had fold me his Son. The 
Jecond, becaufe I found, that Mur at, as 
well as the Mahumetan, had obliged 
themfelves to Aureng-Zebe, that they 
would employ their intereft w ith  their 
King, that he might permit in Ethiopia 
to rebuild an old Msfquee ruined in the 
time of the Portugals, and which had 
been Built for a Tomb of a great Der- 
vich, which went from Mecha into 
Ethiopia for the propagation of Mahu- 
ptetanifm, and there made great pro- 
grels. They received of Aurcttg-Zebe

two



tw o thoufand Rupies for this engage­
ment. This Mofanee had been pulled 
down by the P o r t u g a lwhen they 
came with their fuccors into Ethiopia , 
which the then K in g , who turn’d 
C ath olick , had asked of thcm againfl 
a Mahumetan Prince, Invading his 
Kingdom. The third , becaufe they . 
defired Aureng-Zebe, in the name o f 
their K in g , to give them an Alcoran , 
and eight other Books, which I well 
rem ember, were of the moft reputed 
in the Mahumetan Religion : W hich 
proceeding feemed to me very unwor­
thy o f a Cbripan Embafladour, and 
Chrijlian K in g , and confirmed to me 
what I had been told at Moka , that the 
Chripanity o f Ethiopia muft needs be 
fome odd thing 5 that it favours much 
o f Mahumetanifme, and that the Ma~ 
humetans increafe exceedingly in that 
Em pire, efpecially fincethe Portugals, 
that came in there for the reafon late­
ly expreffed, were either killed, upon 
the death o f the K in g, by the Cabal 
o f  the Queen Mother, or expelled to­
gether, with the Patriarch Jefuire,

whom
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whom  they had brought along from
(Jw.

D uring the time that the Ambafla- 
dors were at Dehli, my Agah, who is 
ftiore than ordinary curious, made 
them often come to h im , when I was 
prelent, to inform himfelf o f the 
State and Government o f their Coun­
try , and principally to learn fotne- 
th in g o f thefource of the Nile  ̂which 
they call Ahabile, o f w hich they dif- 
courfed to us as a thing lb well known, 
that no body doubted o f  it. Murat 
himfelf, and a Mogol, w h o was retur­
ned out o f Ethiopia, w ith  him , had 
been there, and told us very near the 
fame particulars with thofe I had re­
ceived o f it at Moka; viz. That the 
Nile had its Origins in the Country 
o f Agatts ■ that it ilfued out of the 
Earth by tw o Springs bubling up, 
near to one another , which did form 
a little Lake of about thirty or forty 
paces lo n g ; that coming out of this 
Lake, it did make a con fiderable Ri­
ver: and that from fpace to fpace it 
Received fmall Rivers increafing it.

They



They added, that it went on circling \ 
and making as ’twere a great Jfle 5 and 
that afterwards it tumbled down from 
fteep Rocks into a great Lake, in 
w hich there were divers fruitfuk Ifles, 
ftore of Crocodiles, and ‘(w hich 
would be remarkable enough, i f  true) 
abundance of Sea-calves, that have 
no other vent for their Excrements 
than th a t , by which they take in their 
food  ̂ this Lake being in the Country 
o f P  Ambca, three fmall daies journey 
from Gmdar, and four or five dayes 
journey from the fource of the Nile : 
A n d .la ftiy , that this River did brd&k 
out o f this Lake, being augmented 
w ith  many River-waters, and with 
feveral Torrents falling into i t , efpe- 
cially in the Rainy Seafon ( which do 
regularly begin there, as in the Indies 
about July , which is very confiderable 
and convincing for the inundation of 
the N ile  ) and fo funs away through 
Somtar, the capital C ity  of the King 
o f  Fungi, Tributary to the King o f 
Ethiopia , and from thence paffeth to 
the Plains o f MFejfre, which is Egypt.

The
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The Ambaffadors w ere not wan­

ting to fay more than was liked on 
the fubje& o f their Kings Greatnefs, 
and of the ftrength o f his Army 5 
but the MogolUn did not over-much 
agree with them in i t ; and in their 
abfence reprefepted to us this Arm y, 
which he had feen twice in the field , 
w ith  the Ethiopian King on the head of 
i t ,  as the raoft wretched thing in the 
W orld.

They alfo related to us divers par­
ticulars o f that Country, which I 
have put in my Journal, one day per- 
htpsto be digefted and copied: In the 
mean time I fliall infert here three or 
four things which Murat told m e, be- 
caulel efteem them very extravagant 
for a Chnjlian Kingdom. He faid 
then, that there were few  men in 
Ethiopia, who befides their lawful 
W ife, had not many others, andhim- 
felf owned that he had tw o , with­
out reckoning her which he had left at 
Aleppo: That the Ethiopian Women 
did not fo hide thcmfel ves, as they do 
in the indies among the Mahometans,

nor



nor even as among the Gentils: That 
thofe of the meaner fort o f People, 
Maids or Married W om en, Slaves or 
F ree, were often together pell-mell, 
night and day, in the fame Chamber, 
without thofe jealoufiesfo common in 
other Countries: That the W omen o f 
Lords did not flick much to go into the 
Hcufe o f a fimplc C avalier} whom 
they kn ew  to be a man of Execution: 
That if  I  had gone into Ethiopia, they 
would foon have obliged me to Marry, 
as they had done, a few years fince, 
to a certain European , who named 
himfelf a Greek Phyfician : That an 
ancient m an, o f about fourfcore years 
o f a g e , did one day prefent to the 
King fourfcore Sons, all o f age, and 
able to bear Arms 5 and that the King 
asked him, Whether he had no more 
but them if T o  whom having an- 
fwer’d , N o , but only fome Daugh­
ters, the King fent him away with 
this reproach Begone, thou C a lf , 
and be afhamed for having no more 
Children at that age, as i f  Women ‘ 
were wanting in m y Dominions !

That
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f i f t h s  King himfelf had at leaft four- 
fcore Sqns and Daughters running a- 
bout pell-mell in the Seraglio, for 
whom he had caufed to be made a 
number o f round verniftied flick s , 
made like a little.m aze5 thofe Chil­
dren being fond of having that in their 
hand like a Scepter, diftinguifhing 
them from thofe that were Children 
of Slaves ,  or from others living in 
that place.

Aureng-gebe fent alfo tw ice for thefe 
Ambaffadors, for the fame reafon that 
my ^AgAh d id , and efpecially to en­
quire after the ftate of Mahumetamfm 
in that Country. He had alfo the 
curiofity of V iew ing the skin o f the 
Mule., which remained, I know not 
how, in the Fortrefs amongft the Offi­
cers which was to me a great mor­
tification, becaufe they had defigned 
it for me for the good fer vices I had 
done them. I made account to have 
one daypreipnted it to fome very curi­
ous perfon in. Europe, I urged often , 

‘ that together w ith the Mules skin, they 
fhould.carry the great Horn to Aureng-

Zebe,



Z e b c , to {hew it h im ; but they fear’d, 
leaft he fhould make a queftion, which 
would have perplexed them ; v iz . 
how it came to pafs, that they had 
Caved the Horn from the plunder o f 
S u ra tte , and loft the C ivet i

W hilftthefe Ambaffadors o f  Ethio­
pia were at Dehli, it came to pafs that 
Anreng-Zebc called together his Privy 
Councel, and the moft learn’d perfons 
of his C ourt , to chufe a new Ma­
tter for his third Son, Sultan Eck- 
bar, whom he defign’d for his Suc- 
ceftor. In this Councel he fhew’d the 
paflion he hath to have this young 
Prince w ell Educated, and to make 
him a great Man. Aureng-Zebe is not 
ignorant o f what importance it is , 
and how much ’tis to be wiihed, that 
as much as Kings furmount others 
in greatnefs, they may alfo exceed 
them in Virtue and Knowledge* He 
alfo w ell knows , that one of the 
principal lources of the M ifery,  
o f  the mif-Goverment , o f  the un­
peopling , and the decay o f the 
Em piresof Aft a proceeds from thence,

that
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that the children of the Kings thereof 
are brought up only by Women and 
Eunuchs, which often are no other 
than wrccthed Slaves o f RuJJia  ̂ Circaf- 

f u ,  Miftgrelia, Gurgtftan and Ethiopia - 
mean and fervile, ignorant and info- 
lent -fouls. Thefe Princes become 
Kings, when they are o f age, without 
being inftru&ed, and without know­
ing what ’tis to be a King «, amazed 
when they begin to come abroad out 
of the Seraglio, asperfons coming out 
o f another W orld, or let out of Tome 
fubterraneous C ave, \vhere they had 
lived all their life time *, wondringat 
every thing they rheet, like fo many 
Innocents * believing all, and fearing 
all, like Children, or nothing at all, 
as if  they were ftupid: And all 
this, according to their Nature, and 
futable to the firft Images imprinted 
upon them5 commonly high and proud, 
and feemingly grave, but of that kind 
o f pride and gravity, which is fo flat 
and diftafteful, and fo unbecoming 
them, that one may plainly fee , tis 
noehing but brutality or barbatoufnefs,

and



and the eflfeft of fome ill-ftudied and 
ill-digeftcd Documents* or elfe they 
fall into fome childifh civilities, yet 
more unfavoury^ or into fuch cruel­
ties, as are blind and brutal - or into 
that mean and grofs vice o f drunken- 
nels, or into an- excellive and altoge­
ther unreafonable Luxury, either rui­
ning their bodies and underftandings 
w ith their Concubines, or altogether 
abandoning theml'elves to the pleafures 
o f Hunting, like fome carniverous A- 
nimals, preferring a pack o f Dogs be­
fore the life of fo many poor people, 
whom they force to follow them in the 
purfuit o f  their Game, and fuffer to 
perilh of hunger, heat, cold, and mi- 
fery. In a w ord, they alwayes run 
into fome extreme or other, being alto­
gether irrational and extravagant, ac­
cording as they are carried by their 
natural temper, or by the firft impref- 
fions that are given them • thus re­
maining, a/moll all, in a ftrangeig- 
norance o f what concerns thefh teof 
the Kingdom * the reins of the Go­
vernment being abandoned to fome 

C L  Vifir,
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V ifir , w ho entertains them in their 
ignorance and in their paffions, which 
are the two ftrongeft fupportshecan 
have to rule alwayes according to his 
own mind, with moft affurance, and 
the leaft contradiction •, and given o- 
ver alfo to thofe Slaves their Mothers, 
and to their Eunuchs,who often know 
nothing but to continue plots o f cru­
elty, whereby they ftrangle and banilh 
one another, and fometimcs the Vifirs, 
and even the Grand Signors them- 
felves- fo that no man whatfoever, 
that hath any Eftate, can be in fafety 
o f his life.

But to return * after all thefeAm- 
baffadors, which we have fpoken of, 
there came atlaft news, that the Am- 
baffador o f Perfia was upon the fronti­
ers, The Per fun Omrah’s, that are at 
the (ervice of the Mogcf fpred a rumor 
that he came for affairs o f great im­
portance • though intelligent perfons 
much doubted o f  a Commiffion o f 
thatnature, confidering that the time 
o f great conjunctures was pafFed, and 
that thofe Omrahs3 and the other Perfi-

Ans



ans did what they did, rather to make 
a (how, thin for any thing elie. Mean 
time, on the day of the E ntry, this 
Ambaflador was received with alt pof- 
fible refpett: The Bazars, through 
which he palled', were all new-paint­
ed, and the Cavalry attending on the 
w ay for above the length of a whole 
League. Many Omrab s accompanied 
him w ith Mufick, T} mba’s and Trum­
pets , and when he entred into the 
Fortrefs, or the Palace of the K ing, 
the Guns went off. Aureng-Zebe re­
ceived him with much civility, and 
was content he Ihould make his Ad- 
drefs to him after the Bcrftan mode, re­
ceiving alfo, without any fcruple, im­
mediately from his hands the Letters o f 
his King • w hich, out o f relpedfc, he 
lifted up even to his head, and after­
wards read them with a grave and fe- 
rious countenance: W hich done, he 
caufed an embroider’d Veft to be 
brought, together with a rich Turbant 
and Girdle, commanding it to be put 
on him in his prefence. A  little a fte r , 

it was intimated to him, that he might 
Q jt  order
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order his Prefent to be brought in , 
w hich confifted of five and twenty as 
handfomc Horfes as ever I fa w , led, 
and cover’d with embroider’d trap­
pings 5 and of twenty very ftately and 
lufty Camels, as big as Elephants: 
Moreover, of a good number o f Boxes, 
faid to be full of moft excellent Rofe- 
water; and of a certain diftilled wa­
ter, very precious, and efteemed high­
ly cordial; befides, there were difplay- 
ed five or fix very rich and very large 
Tapifieries , and fome embroider’d 
pieces exceeding Noble, wrought in 
fmall flowers, fo fine and delicate, that 
I  know not whether in all Europe any 
jfuch can be met with. T o  all this were 
added four Damaskin’d Swords, with 
as many Poynards, all cover’d with 
Jewels; asalfo five or fix Harnaflesof 
Horfes , which were much efteem’d , 
being alfo very fine and rich , the ftuff 
being raifed w ith  rich Embroide­
ry let w ith fmall Pearls, and very fair 
Turcoifes o f the old Rock.

It was obferv’d, that ^Aureng-Ztht 
beheld this Prelent very attentively ;

that



that he admired the beanty and rarity 
o f every piece, and that feveral times 
he extolled the Generofity o f the King 
o f  Perjia. aligning to the Ambaflador 
a place among his chief Omrahs. And 
after he had entertained him a while 
with a difcourfe about the inconveni- 
encies and hardihips of his V o y a g e , 
he difmift him , and made inftance, 
that he ihould come every day to fee 
.him.

D uring the four or five Months that 
the AmbatTador ftaid at Debit, he was 
always fplendidly treated at Aureng- 
Zebe’s charge ̂  and the greateft Om­
rahs prefented him one after another; 
and at laft he was very honourably 
difmified: For Attreng-Zebe had him 
apparell’d with .another rich Sera fab 
o r  V e i l , to which he added confidera- 
ble prefents for him felf, referving 
thofe he intended for his K in g , ’ till 
he ihould fend an Ambaflador exprefly 5 
which iometime after he did.

Notwithftanding all thefe teftimo- 
nies of honour and refpeifl which 
Anreng-Zebt had ihew’d to this Am -

. baflador?



baffador., the fame Per fu n s , above- 
fpoken o f, gave o u t, that their King 
had fenfibly reproached him in his Let­
ters, with the Death o f Dara, and 
the imprifonment of Chah-'jehan, as 
actions unworthy of a Brother, and 
a Son, arid a Mufulman-, and that he 
had alfo hit him with the word Alem- 
Guire, or Conquerour o f the W orld, 
u  hich A  treng-Zebe had caufed to be 
engraven on his Coyn. But ’tis hard 
to be'ieve, that the King of Perfu 
fiaouid do any fuch thing to provoke 
fuch a Vi&orious Prince , fince Perfu 
id io t  in a condition to enter into a 
W ar \Nith. Indojl an • I am rather apt to 
b elieve, that > erfut hath work enough 
to keep Kandahar on the fide of lndo- 
fia n , and the Frontiers on the fide o f 
Turky: Its Forces and Riche's are 
known $ it produceth not always fuch 
great Kings as the Chah-Albas, Vali­
ant, Intelligent, and Politick, know­
ing to make ufe of every thing, and 
to do much with linail expences. I f  
it were in a condition o f undertaking 
any thing againfi Indojian, or really

fenfible



ffnfible of Piety and the Mufal-Man 
F aith , why was it that in thefe laft 
troubles and C iv il W a rs , which com 
tinued fo long in indojlan, the Perftam 
fat ftill and looked o n , when para ,  
ch a n -feb a n , Sultan Sujah, and per­
haps the Governour o f Cahoul defired 
their affiftance; and they might with 
no very great Army, nor great expen- 
ces have feized on the faireft part o f 
In d ia , beginning from the Kingdom 
o f Caboul̂  unto the River Indus, and 
beyond i t , and fo made themfelves 
Umpires of all things'  yet notwith- 
ftanding there muft needs have been 
fome offenfive expreffions in thofe 
Perfian Letters, or elfe the Ambaffa­
dor muft have done or faid fomething 
that difpleafed Aureng-Zebv h becaufe 
tw o  or three daies after he had dift 
miffed h im , he made a rumour to be 
fpread-abroad , that the Ambaffador 
had cauled the Ham-ftrings of the pre- 
fented Horfes to be C u t 5 And the 
Ambaffador being yet upon the Fron­
tiers , he made him return all the In­
dian Slaves which he carried along 

Q_4 w ith



w ith h im , of which he had a prodi­
gious number.

M eanwhile, A n ren gZ eb e  was not 
fo much concern’d , nor troubled him- 
felf fo much with this AmbafTador, 
as Cbah-Jcban, upon a like oecafion, 
did with him , that was fent to him 
from the Great chub-A bbxs. When
the Perfeans are in the humor of Ral­
lying againft the n dian s , they relate 
thefe three or four little Stories of 
them : They fay, that Cbah-Jehan 
feeing that the Courrlhip and pro­
miles made to their ‘A  nbalfador were 
not able to prevail with him , fo as 
to make him perform his la lute after 
the Indian Mode, he deviled this ar­
tifice 5 he commanded to Ihut the 
great Gate* of the Court o f  the Am- 
kas , where he was to receive him , 
and to leave only open the W icket, 
through which one man could not pals 
but very difficultly, by Hooping and 
holding down his Head, as the falhion 
is when one maketh an Indian Reve* 
rence, to the end that it might be faid, 
he  had made the AmbalTador put him-

Telf



felf in a poftnre which was fome- 
thing lower than the Indian Salara or 
Salute• but that that AmbafTador be­
ing aware of this trick , came in with 
his Back fore-moft: And that Chab- 
Jehan, out of indignation to Zee him- 
felf-catch’d , told hi-n , Eh Bed-bakt, 
Thou W retch, doft thou think thou 
cornelt into a Stable of Aifes, fuclt 
as thou art * And that the AmbafTa- 
dor, without any alteration, an- 
fwered • W ho would not think fo , 
feeing fuch a little Door ?

Another ftory is this • That at a cer­
tain time Chah-'jehan taking ill fome 
courfe and fierce anfwers return’d to 
him by the Perfian AmbafTador, could 
not hold to tell him- W h at, hath 
Chah- Abbas no other men at his C ourt, 
that he muft fend tome fuch a Fool as 
thy felfc* And that the AmbafTador 
anfwer’d • He hath many better and' 
wifer men than me, but to fuch a King, 
fuch an Am bajfadon They add , that 
on a certain day C hah-jehan , who 
had made the AmbafTador to Dine 
in his Prefence, and fought fome oc-

cafion



cafion to affront him , feeing that he 
w asbufiein  picking and gnawing of 
Bones, asked him tmiling , Eh Eltchy- 
C i , My Lord Ambaflador, tvhat (hull 
the Dogs eat? And that he anfwer’d 
readily, Kichery \ that i s , a dilh of 
Pulle, which is the Food o f the mea­
ner fort of Pebple, and which he 
law  chxk-Jehan eat, becaufe he loved 
it,

They fay alfo, that chah-Jehm 
once asked him, W hat he thought of 
his new Debit (w h ich  he was buil­
d in g) in companion o f Wfpahw ?. 
and that he anfwer’d aloud , and with 
an oath, BilUh, BilLth , Hifyahan doth 
nit come new the dujl of Debit', which 
Cbab-jehav took for a high commenda­
tion , though the Ambaflador mocked 
h im , becaufe the duft is fo trouble­
some at Dehli.
'■ Laftly, they relate that chxhjehm  
one day prefling him to tell him, W hat 
he thought o f the Grandeur of the 
Kings o f Indottan, compared to that 
o f  the Kings o f Perfia? Heanfwer'd, 
T h a t, in his opinion, one could not

better



better compare the Kings of India than 
to a large Moon of 1 5 or 16 daies old, 
and thole of Perfia, to a (mail Moon 
of 2 cr 3 dayes. And that this an- 
fwer did at firth pleafe Chab-Jehan i but 
that loon after he perceived , that that 
companion did him but little honour, 
the AmbalTadorsfenfe being, that the 
Kings o f /ndojlan weredeerealing, and 
thoie of Terjia increafing.

W hether thefe points are fo com­
mendable, and fuch marks of wit, 
every one is free to judge, as he feeth 
caufe. My opinion is, that a difcreet 
and refpe&iul gravity is much more 
becoming Ambaffadors, than rallery 
androughnefs, efpecially, when they 
have to do with Kings, who will not 
be rallied w ith , uitnefs an accident 
that befell this very AmbalTador 5 for 
chdh-jehan was at length fo weary o f 
him, and his freedom, that he called 
him no otherwife than Fool * and one 
day gave fecret order , that when he 
fhould enter into a pretty long and 
narrow Stree, that is near the Fortrels,' 
to come to the Hall of the Ajfembljj. hey

ihoulo



fliould let loofe upon hirti an ill-condi­
tioned and fierce Elephant 5 and cer­
tainly, i f  the Ambaffador had not nim­
bly lept out o f his Paleky, and, together 
w ith  his dextrous attendants, fliot fome 
Arrows into the Trijm p o f the Ele­
phant, which forced him to turn back, 
he had been utterly fpoiled.

It was at this time, upon the depar­
ture o f the Per fu n  Ambaffador, that 
A ureng-Z ebe received w ith that admi­
rable wifdome his Tutor M ullah-sale, 
the Hiftory o f which is rare and con- 
fiderable. This old m an, who long 
fince had retired himfelf towards Ca- 
boul, and fetled himfelf on fome Lands, 
which chah-Jehan  had given h im , -had 
no fooner heard of the great fortune of 
Attreng-Zebe his D ifcipline, w h o ‘had 
overcome Dura and all his other Bro­
thers, and was now King of mdofian, 
but he came in haft to the C o u rt, 
fwelled w ith hopes of being prefently 
advanced to no lefs than the dignity 
o f  an Omrah. He maketh his C o u rt, 
and endeavours to engage all his 
friends, and Rauchenara-SegHm, the 
:A ' Kings



Kings Sifter employs her felf for him. 
B ut yet there pais three whole Months, 
that Aureng-Zebe does not Co much as 
feem to look upon him ; till at length 
wearied to have him always at his Eh 
bow, and before his F ace, he lent for 
him to a plaee apart, where there 
was no body but Hakim-lul-Mouluk, 
Danech-mend-kan, and three or four o f 
thofe Omruhs, that pretend to Science, 
and then fpoke to him to this effeft (as 
I w as informed by my Agah. )

w hat is it you would h iv e  o f me Do­
f f  o r?  Can you reasonably defire I  fhould 
make you one o f the ch ief Omrahs of my 
Court ? L e t  me tell you, i f  you had in- 

f r u f f e d  m e as you jhould hav e dene, no­
thing would be more j u f t :  For 1  am o f
this perfwafton, that a C hild  well educa­
ted  and injirufied, is as much, at lea f, 
obliged to his M after as to his F a th er: But 
where a re  thofe good Documents you have 
g iv en  m e ?  In  the firft place you have 
taught m e, that all that Frangiftan ( fo 
itfeems they call Europe) was nothing, 
but I  know not what little If land, o f  which 
th e g rea t  eft King was he o f  Portugal, and

uext



next to him be of Holland, and after him 
he (^England; -andas to the other Kings, 
as thofe of France and Andalufia, you 
have represented, them to me as our petty 
R ajas; telling me, that the K 'ngsof In- 
doftan were fa r  above them  all together, 
and that they were the true and only Hou- 
majons, t h e Ekbars,the Jehan-Guyres, 
the Chah-Jehans, the Fortunate ones, 
the Great ones, the Conquerors and 
Kings of the W orld $ and that Perfia 
a n d U sb ec , Kach-guer, Tatar a n d C z -  
tay, Pegu, China, and Matchina did  
tremble at the name of the Kings o f Indo- 
ftan : Admirable Geography! Ton jhould 
rather have taught me exactly to d ifin -  
guijb all thofe different States o f the  
World, and well to und erfund  their  

flrength, their way o f fighting, their Cu- 
foms,Religions,Governments &  Interefs  ; 
and by theperufal offolid H 'forypo objerve 
their Rife, Progrefs, Decay, and whence, 
how , and by what accidents and errors, 
thofe great Changes and Revolutions o f  
Em pires and Kingdoms have happened. I  
have fcarce learnt o f you the name o f my 
G randfres , the famous founders o f this

Em pire ;



Em pire* fo fa r  were you fro m  having 
taught me the Hiftory o f  their L ife, and 
what courj'e they took to make fuchgreat 
Conquefls. You had a m in d  to teach me 
the  Arabian Tongue, to read and to w rite, 
/ am much obliged to, you ( forfooth )  fo r  
having made me loje Jo much time upon a 
Language, that requires ten or twelve 

years to attain to its perfection • as i f  the 
Son o f a K ing fbould think it to be an ho­
nour to h im , to be a- Grammarian or feme 
DoCtor o f the L a w , and to learn other 
Languages than thofe o f  his Neighbors , 
w hen he cannot well be without them ;  he, 
to whom T im e is fo precious fo r  fo many 
weighty things, which he ought by times 
to learn. A s i f  there w ere any fpirit 
that did not with feme reluttancy, and 
ev e n  with a kind o f debafement, employ 
it  . f e l f  in  fo fad and dry an exercife, fo 
longfom and tedious, as is that of learning 

. Words.
Thus did Aureng-Zebe refent the pe- 

dantick Inftru&ions of his Tutor . to 
which ’tis affirmed in that Court, that 
after feme entertainment which he 
had with others, lie further added the 
follow ing reproof.

‘ Knew



‘ K n o w y m  not, that Childhood
* well govern'd, being a ftate which is 
‘ ordinarily accompanied with an hap- 
*py memory, is capable o f thoufands 
‘ o f good Preceps and Inftrud: >ns, 
c which remain deeply impreifed the 
‘  whole remainder of a mans life, and
* keep the mind alwayes railed for great 
‘ addons? The L a w , Prayers, and 
1 Sciences, may they not as well be 
‘ learned in our Mother-Tongue, as in 
‘ Arabick ? You told my Father 
‘ chah-Jehan , that you would teach 
‘ me Philofophy. ’T istrue, I remem- 
«ber very well, that you have enrer- 
‘ tain’d me for many years with airy 
4 Queftions, o f  things that afford no
* fatisfa&ion at all to the mind , and 
«are of no ufe in humane fociety, emp- 
( ty Notions, and meer Phancies, that
< have only this in them, that they are
< very hard to underftand, and very ea- 
«fie to forget, which are only capable 
‘ to tire and fpoil a good underltand- 
‘ ing, and to Lreed an Opinion that is 
‘  inlupportable. Iftili remember, that 
‘ after you had thus amufed m e, I

‘ know



4 know not how long, with your fine 
‘  Philofophy, all I retained of it, was 
‘ a multitude of barbarous and dark 
'w ords, proper to bewilder, perplex, 
'and tire out the beft wits, and only 
4 in vented the better to cover the va- 
enity and ignormce of men like your 
■* felf, that would make us believe, 
‘ that they know all and that under 
‘ thofe obfcure and ambiguous words, 
1 are hid great myfteries, which they 
‘ alone are capable to Underlland: If 
‘  you had feafon’d me with that Philo­
so p h y , which formeth the mind to 
‘ ratiocination, and infenfibly accu- 
‘ floras it to be fatisfied with nothing 
‘ but (olid reafons- if you had given 
* me thofe excellent precepts and do- 
4 dfrines, which raife the Soul above 
‘ the affaults of Fortune, and reduce 
c her to an unlhakeable and always e~ 
‘ qualtem per, and permit her not to 
‘ be lifted up by prosperity, nor deba­
sed  by adverfity* if you had taken 
‘ care to give me the knowledge of 
‘  what we a re , and what are the firft 
‘ principles of things * and had aflifted

R ‘ me



So  l)ifto2? of tlje Empire

4 me in forming in my mind a fit Idea 
4 o f the greatnefs of the Univerfe, and 
4 o f the admirable order and motion 
4o f the parts thereof; i f ,  I fay, you 
4 had inftilled into me this kind of 
‘ Philofophy, I fhould think my felf 
‘ incomparably more obliged to you 
4 than A lexander was to his Aristotle; 
| and believe it my duty to recorripence 
4 you otherwife, than he did him. 
‘ Should not you, inftead of your 
‘ flattery, have taught me fomewhat 
4 o f that point fo important to a K ing, 
4 which is , what the reciprocal duties 
4 are of a Soveraign to his Subjects, 
‘ andthofeof Subjects, to their Sove- 
4 raign ? And ought not you to have 
4 confider’d , that one day I fhould be 
4 obliged with the Sword to difpute 
‘ my Life and the Crow n with my Bro-
4 thers < Is not that the deftiny almoft 
‘ o f all the Sons of Indojlan? Have
5 you ever taken any care to make me 
4 learn, what ’tis to befiege a T o w n , 
‘  or to fet an Army in array i  For thefe 
4 things I am obliged to others, not at 
l  all to you. Go, and retire to the Vil­

la g e ,
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£lage, whence you are com e, and let; 
4 nobody know who you are, or what 
£ is become of you.
, A t that time there arole a kind of 

Tempeft againft Aftrdogers ? which 
did not difpleafe me. Moft people o f 
Afia are fo infatuated by Judiciary Aftro- 
log'y, that they believe there is nothing 
done here below, but ’tis written above, 
(for fo they fpeak.) In all their under­
takings therefore they confult Aftro- 
logers. When two Armies are ready 
to give B attel, they beware o f falling 
on, rill the Aftrologer hath taken and 
determined the moment he fancies pro­
pitious for the beginning o f the Com­
bat. And fo , when the matter is 
about ele&ing a Captain-General of 
an A r m y , of dilpatching an Ambaf- 
fador, o f concluding a M arriage, of 
beginning a Voyage, and o f doing 
any other thing > as buying ,a Slave, 
putting on new Apparel, &c. nothing 
of all that is done without the fentence 
of Mr. Star-Gazer 5 which is an in­
credible vexation, and a cuftom draw*, 
ing after it fuch important ebnlequen* 

R a ces.
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c e s , that I know not how it can fub- 
fift fo long. For the Aftrologer muft 
needs have knowledge of all that 
pafleth, and of all that is under­
taken from the'greateft Affairs to the 

leaft.
But behold, it happen'd , that the 

Prime Aftrologer of the K ing was 
drown’d , which occafioned a great 
noife at Court, and was a great dif- 
credit to A ftrology: For he being the 
perfon that determined the moments 
o f all enterprizes and a diions for the 
K in g , and the Om rahs, every one 
wondred, how a man fo experienced, 
and that for fo long time had difpenfed 
good adventures to others, could not 
forefee his own misfortune. There 
were not wanting thofe, who pre­
tended to be wifer than others, and 
faid, that in Frangijlan , where Sci­
ences did flourifh, the Grandees do 
fufpe& all fuch kind o f people, and 
that fome hold them even no better 
than Mountebanks, that ’tis much 
doubted, whether this Knowledge 
is grounded upon good and folid

rea-



reafons, and that it may very well 
be fome fancy of Aftrologers, or rather 
an artifice to make themlelves neceffa- 
ry to the Great ones, and to make 
them in fome meafure to depend on 
them.

A ll thefe difcourfes very muchdif- 
pleafed the Aftrologers $ but nothing 
angred them fo much as this Story, be­
come very famous, viz. That the Great 
Cbah-Abas King of Per ft a, commanded 
to be digged and prepared a little place 
in his Seraglio to make a Garden * that 
the young Trees were all ready, and 
that the Gardner made account to 
plant them the next day. Mean time 
the Aftrologer taking upon him, faid, 
th at a good nick of tim e was to be ob- 
ferved for planting them, to make 
them profper. cbth-Abas being con­
tent it fhould be fo, the Star-gazer took 
his Inftruments,turned over his Books, 
made his Calculation, and concluded, 
that by reafon o f fuch and fuch a Con- 
jundion and Afped of the Planets, it 
was neceffary they fhould be let pre- 
isntly. The Mafter-Gardner, who 
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minded nothing lei's than this Aftrolah 
ger, was not then at hand 5 yet for all 
th a t , they fell to work immediately, 
making holes, and planting the Trees, 
Club-Abas himfelf letting them that 
i t  might be faid, that they were Trees 
fet with Chab-Abtts's ow n hands. The 
Gardner returning at night, was fuffi- 
ciently amazed when he law the work 
dorie^ and finding that the right place 
and order defigned by him, was not 
taken ; th a t, for example, an Apri- 
eock-tree flood where an Apple-tree 
fhould ftand, and a Pear-tree where an 
Almond-tree-, being heartily angry 
w ith  the Aftrologer , can fed all the 
Trees to be plucked up again- and laid 
them down , with fome Earth about 
them, for next m orning, the time 
chofen by himfelf. The news hereof 
came foon to the Ears of the Aftrolo­
ger, who prelently told Chab-Abas o f 
i t : He forthwith fent for the Gard­
ner, and with fome indignation asked 
him 5 W hat had made himfo bold as to 
pull up thofe Young Trees he had 
planted with his own hand; that the 

" ' time
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time had been Co exa&ly taken for 
them, that l'o good an one would ne­
ver be had again $ and that fo he had 
marred all. The rude Gardner,, who 
had a Cup of Chiras-winfe in his head, 
look’d alide upon the Aftrologer, and 
grumbling and fwearing, faid to him 
thefe words, BitLih, BilUh, that m ult 
needs be an admirable point of time 
which thou haft taken for rhefe Trees ; 
unhappy Aftrologer 1 They were 
planted this day Noon, and this Eve- 
ning^they have been plucked up again. 
W hen chdh-Abas heard this, lie fell a 
laughing, turned his back upon the 
Aftrologer, and went away.

I Hull here add two particulars, 
though hapned in the time of Chah-je- 
hm-, beSaule fuch things fall put often 
enough, and do withal giveoccafion 
to obferve that ancient and barbarous 
euftom , wlltch makes the Kings of 
India Heirs of the goods of thofe that 
die in their fervice: The firft-was o f 
Ntikn/tmkaH, one of the moft ancient 
Gmrahs o f the C o u rt, aud who for 
the (pace of 40 or 50 years, wherein 
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had alwayes been employ’d in confide* 
rable Odices, had heaped up gre it Itore 
o f Gold and Silver. This Lord teeing 
himfelf near his end, and thinking up­
on this unreafonable cuftom , which 
often renders the W ife of a great man, 
upon his deceafe, poor and miserable in 
an inftant, and necellitates her to pre­
sent a Petition begging Come fmall pen- 
fion for her fubliftence and for that of 
her Children,' who are eonftrained to 
lift tnemfelves for common Souldiers 
undef fome Ornrah *, who, I lay, con- 
fideringthis with himtelf, lecretlydi- 
ftributed all his Treasure" to indigent 
Knights and poor W idows, rilled his 
Trunks with old pieces of Iron, old 
{hoes, rags and bones, and locked and 
fealed them , telling every body that 
they were goods belonging to cbah-Je- 
ha» the King. Thefe Trunks, after 
his D eath, were brought before Cbihr 
Jehan, when he was ill the Affembly , 
and by his command inftantly opened 
in the prefence o f all theOmrahs, that 
few  all this fine Stuff, which fo provo- 
and difeompoied Cljuh-jeban } that

he



he role in great fu ry , and went a- 
wav.

The other is only a piece o f Gallan­
try. A  rich Bmean- or Heathen Mer­
chant, being a great Ulurer ( as moft 
of them are) who had alwayes been 
in employment, and in the pay of the 
King, came to die. Some years after 
his death, his Son did extremely im­
portune the W idow, his Mother ,̂ to let 
him have fome Money: She finding
him to be a prodigal and debauched 
Youth, gave him as little as (he could. 
This young Fool, by the perfwafionof 
others like himfelf, made his Com ­
plaints to ( hah-jehun, and was fo filly, 
as to difcover to him all the goods his 
Father had left, which amounted to 
tw o hundred thoufarid Rupies, or 
hundred thoufand Crowns. Chah-Je- 
hzn, who loon got an itch for this trea- 
fure, fent for the W idow, and com­
manded her in the open Alfembly to 
fend him an hundred thoufand Rupies, 
and to g ive fifty thoufand to her Son, 
giving order at the fame time toput 
fier away. The old Woman, though

fp r-
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furprized at this Command,, and per- 
plext enough, thatfhe wasiofuddenly 
thruft ^bt,without the liberty of fpe k- 
ing, yet loft not her judgm ent, but 
w ith a loud voice gave out, th it ihe 
had fomething of moment to diicover 
to his Majefty: Whereupon being
brought in again, (he faid, God fave 
jour Majefly; I  find that my Son hath 
feme reafm to demand of me the Goods of 

‘ his Father, as being of his and my fiefh and 
Mood, and therefore our Heir; but l  
would gladly,know , what Kindred your 
K-Majefly is to my deceased H %and to be 
his Heir. W heij Chah-Jelun heard fa 
plain a piece of rallery, andadiicourfe 
o f  Parentage of the King of the In­
dies w ith a flie-Banian or Idolatrous 
fhe-Merchant^ he could not hold laugh­
in g , and commanded fhe ftnuld be 
gone, and that nothing lhould be ask­

ed of her.
But to return, I M il  not relate all 

the other conliderable things that have 
happened fince the end of the W a r , 
that is ,  fince \66o, unto my depar­
ture, w hich was above fix years alter;

though



though doubtlefs that would tend 
inuch to the defign I had in relating 
the other particulars , which is, to 
make known the Genius and Temper 
o f the Mogols and Indians. This I may 
do in smother place: Here I fhall on­
ly give an account of five or fix parti­
culars, which thofe that fhall have 
read this Relation, w ill doubtlefs be 
curious of.

The firjl, that though Aureng-Zebe 
made cbab-Jehan his Father, to be kept 
in the Fortrefs of L^gra w ith all ima­
ginable care and caution ; yet not- 
withftanding he ftill left him in his old 
Apartment with Begum-Saheb., his El- 
deft D aughter, his other Women, 
Singers, Dancers, Cooks, and others 5 
nothing of that kind was wanting to 
him. There were alfo certain Mul­
lahs, that were permitted to come and 
to read th& Alcoran to him (for he was 
become very devout.) And when he 
thought fit, there were brought before 
him brave Horfes, and tamed Gazelles 
£ which is a kind o f G oat) to make 
them fight with one another ; as alfo

divers



divers forts of Birds o f prey, andfe- 
yeral other rare Anim als, to divert 
him as formerly. Aureng-Zebc h i mfelf 
ufed an art to overcome at laft his fierce- 
nefs and obftinacy, w hich he had hi­
therto kept, though a prifoner. And 
this w astheeffeftof the obliging Let­
ters, full o f refped and fubmiflion, 
which he often wrote to his Father, 
confulting him often as his Oracle , 
and exprefling a thoufand cares for 
him 5 lending him alfo unceflantly 
fome pretty Prefent or other $ where­
by Chah-Jeh/tn was fo > much gained, 
that he alfo wrote very often to Aureng- 
Zebe touching the Government and 
State-affairs, and of his own accord 
lent him fome o f thofe Jewels, which 
before he had told him of, that Ham­
mers were ready to beat them to pow­
der the firft time he fh >uld again ask 
for them. Befides, he confented that 
the Daughter of Dara, which he had 
fo peremptorily, denied, fhould be de­
liver’d to him 5 and granted him at 
length that pardon and paternal blef 
ling which he had fo often defired

with-



without obtaining it. Yet, under all 
this, Aureng-Zebe did not alwayes flat­
ter him 5 on the contrary , he fome- 
times return’d fliarp anfwers, when he 
met with ftrains in his Fathers Letters 
that were pregnant, orexprefled feme* 
thing of his former height and authori­
ty. O f this w e may judge by the Let­
ter, w hich I  know from a very good 
hand was once written to him by Au­
reng-Zebe, to this effeft:

Sir, Ton would have me indifpenfably 
follow thofe ancient Cujloms, and make my 
fe I f  Heir to all thofe that are in my fay 
with the wonted rigour: An Omrah, and
even a Merchant can no fooner die, and 
fometimes even before his death, but we 
feal up his T ranks, and feize on his goods, 
and make a firiB  enquiry into his E(late, 
imprifoning and ill-treating the Officers of 
the Houfe to difcover to us all he hatht even 
to the leaf Jewels. I  will believe ,that 
there is fome policy in doing fo, but it can­
not be denied, that'tis very rigorous, and 
fometimes very unjujl; and to fpeak the 
very truth, we may deferve well enough, 
that the fame fhould befal us every day,

what



what hapned to you from four Neikmari 
kan, and from the Widow- of your rich In­
dian CMcrchant. Moreover ( laid he ) 
it  feems, / aw by you 'refuted proud arid 
haughty now I  am King : As i f  you knew 
not by the experience of more than forty 
years of year Reign, how heavy an Orna­
ment a Crown is,* and how ma’ny fad and 
refllefs nights it paffeth through: as i f  / 
could forget that excellent pafjage of Mir- 
Tim ur ( commonly called Tamberlan) 
which is fo ferioufly delivered to us by 
that Great Granfather of ours5 Ekbar, 
to the end; that we might the more weigh 
the importance and value of it, and confi- 
der, whether we have cauje to pride our 
[elves fo much in a Crown. Tou well know, 
that he, f  aid, that the fame day when 
Timur took Bajazet, he made him come 
before him, and having fx e d  his eyes on 
him, fe ll a laughing; at which BajaZet 
being highly o f  ended, fertely faid to him, 
Laugh not at my Fortune, Timur - 
know  that ’tis God that is the Difpen- 
fer o f  Kingdoms and Empires 5 and 
that the fame can befal you to morrow,, 
that hath befallen me to day. where­

upon



uponXimux made this ferious and brave 
Anfwer • I know as well as you, Baja- 
zet, that ’tis God that diftributeth 
Kingdomesand Empires- I laughnot 
at your ill Fortune; God Forbid I  
fhould do fo : But beholding your face,I 
fa iled , and had this thought, T hat 
certainly thefe Kingdomes and Em­
pires muft in themfelves be very little 
and contemptible things in the eyes o f  
God, lince he giveth them to perfons 
fo ill made as You and I both are 5 a 
deformed one-eyed man, as you 5 and 
a lame wretch, as my felf. You require 
alffi, that, abandoning all my other em­
ployment s> which I  believe very neceffary 
for the ejlablijhment and happinefscfthis 
State, I  fhould think on nothing but Con- 
quejls, and the enlargement of the Em­
pire. I  mujl confefs that this is indeed 
the bufmefs of a great Monarchy and of a 
Soul truly Royal, and that I  ffjould not 
deferve to be of the Blood of the Great T i­
mur, i f  I  were not of that mind, and 
hadnotfuch inclinations. Mean time, l  
think I  fit not idle, and my Armies are 
not ufelefs in the Kingdoms of Decan and

Ben-
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Bengale: But we mujl aljo aver, thdt
the greatejl Conquerors are not alwayes 
the greatejl Kings ; that we too ojten jee 
a Barbarian making Conqurjls, and that 
thofe great Bodies of Ccnquejts do or dinar i- 
ly fall of themfelves, and by their own 
weight. Wt is a great King, that knows 
to acquit himfelf wortjnly of that Great 
and Augujl Employment and charge of 
Kings, which is to dijpence jujlice to their 

■ Subject, &c.
The reft is not come to my hands.
The fecondis in regard of the Emir- 

jemla. It were to injure this great 
Man, to pafs by w ith filence his de­
portment to Aureng-Zebe after the 
W ar, and the manner of ending his 
dayes. This eminent perfon after he 
had difpatched the Affair of Bengala , 
with s ultan-Suiah ( the fecond of thefe 
four Brothers )  not like Gionkan, that 
infamous Tat an w ith  Dara- nor like 
the Raja of Serenaguer with Soliman- 
Chekouh • but like a Great Captain and 
dextrous Polititiaa, purfuing him as 
far as the Sea-fide, and neceffitating 
him to fly and to efeape out of hrs

hands;



hands - after, Il'ay, he had done thefe 
things, he fent an Eunuch to Aveng* 
Zebe, intreating him, that he would 
give him leave to tranfport his Family 
to lengale » that now that the W ar 
was at an end. and he broken with 
Age, he hoped he would grant him 
the advantage of ending his iife in the 
company of his W ife and Children.

But Aitreng-Zebe is too iharp-fighted, 
not to pierce into the defigns of Emir. 
Hefeeth hint triumphing over Sujah- 
he knows his great credit and reputa­
tion, and. that he hath theefteem of a 
very w ife , undertaking, valiant and 
rich man 5 and that the Kingdom of 
Bengalc is not only the bed of all Inde- 

fla n , but ftrong of it lelf, and fur­
ther, that this Emir is in the head of a 
w ell difeiplin’d Army, w hich both ho­
nours and fears him. Befides, he is not 
ignorant of his ambition , and fore- 
feeth w ell enough, that if  he Ihould 
have with him his Son Mahmet-Emir- 
kan, he would afpi-re to the Crown , 
and at lead take full pofle/Iion of Btn- 
g * l e if  he Ihould not be able to ad- 
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vance things further. A t the fame 
time he is alfo well aware, that there 
is danger in refufing him, and that he 
may poffibly prove fuch a man, as in 
cafe of denial, may run into fome dan­
gerous extream, as he had done in 
Golkonda. How then, think ye, did 
he carry himfelf in this conjun&ure <t 
He fends to him his W ife and Daugh­
ter, and all the Children of his Son : 
H e maketh the Emir a Mir M l Omrah, 
■ which is in that Empire the greateft 
degree of honour that a Favourite can 
be raifed to : And as to Mahmet-Emir- 
kan, he maketh him the Great Bakchis, 
which is a dignity and charge like 
that o f our Great Matter of the Horfe, 
thefecond or third Office in the State, 
but fuch an one as abfolutely obligeth 
the pofleflor of it to be alwayes at the 
C o u rt, not fufFering h im , but very 
difficultly, to be abfent from theperlon 
o f  the King.

The Emir loon perceived, that Au- 
reng-2el>e had skilfully put by the 
ffroke, that it would be in vain the fe- 
cond time to ask of him his Son; that

he



he could not do it without offending 
h im ; and that therefore the fa.left way 
would be to reft contented with all the 
teftimonies of Friendlhip, and with all 
the Honours, together w ith the Go­
vernment of Bengalee being ’in the 
mean time alwayes upon his guards 
and in fuch a pofturey that fince he 
could attempt nothing againft Aureng- 
Z e b e , A ureng-Zebc fhould not be able to 
attempt any thing againft him.

Thus have we feen thele two Oreat 
Men carry themfelves to one another: 
And in this condition did affairs re­
main for almoft a year • till Aureng-Ze~ 
be,too w ell knowing that a great Cap­
tain cannot be long at reft, and that, 

‘ if  he be not employed in a Forreign 
W ar, he will at length raileaDome- 
ftick one  ̂ propofed to him to make 
W ar upon that rich and potent Raja 
of Acham , whofe Territories are on 
the N orth o f Dake^ upon the Gulf of 
Bcngnle. The Emir, who in all ap­
pearance had already defigned this fame 
thing of himfelf, and who believed, 
that the Conqueft of'th is Countrey, 
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would make way for his Immortal Ho­
nour, and be an occafion of carrying 
his Arms as far as china  ̂ declared him- 
felf ready for this Enterprize. He em­
barked, at Duke w ith a puitfant Army, 
upon a River which comes from thole 
parts j upon which having gone about 
an hundred Leagues North-Eaftward, 
he arrived at aC aftle called Azo^which 
the Raja of Actum had ufurpedfrom 
the Kingdom of Bengale, and polfef- 
fed for many years. He attacked this 
place, and took it by force in- lels than 
fifteen dayes • thence marching over 
Land towards chamdsra, which is the 

-Inlet into the Countrey of that Raja 5 
he entred into it after a6 dayes journey, 
ftill N orthw ard: There a Battel was 
fought, in which the Raja of Actum 
was worfted, and obliged to retreat to 
Guerguon, the Metropolis of his King­
dom, four miles diftant from Cbamda- 
ra. The Emir purfued him fo dole, that 
he gave him no time to fortifie himfelf 
in Guergnon: For he arrived in fight of 
that Tow n in five dayes, which con- 
firained the Rajs, feeing the Emir s
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Arm y, to fly towards the Mountains 
o f theKingdoinof Lajfa, and to aban­
don Guerguon^ which was pillaged, as 
had been cbamdara. They found there 
vaft riches, it being a great, very fair 
and Merchant-like T ow n , and where 
the Women are extraordinarily beauti­
ful. Mean time, the feafon of the Rains 
came in fooner than ufually  ̂ and they 
being exceflive inthofe parts, ando- 
verflowing all the C ountrey, except 
fuch Villages as ftand on raifed ground, 
the £mir was much embaxafled. For 
the Raja made his people of the Moun- 
taihs come down from all parts there­
about, and to carry away all the provi- 
fionsof the Field j whereby the Emir's 
A rm y ( as rich as ’tw a s) before the 
end o f the rains fell into great freights, 
w ithout being able to go forward or 
backward. It could not advance, by 
reafon o f the Mountains very difficult 
to pals, and continually pefter’d with 
great R ains• nor retreat, becaufe of 
the like Rains and deep wayes; the 
Raja alfo having caufed the way to be 
digged up as far as to Cbamdara: So
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that the Emir was forced to remain in 
that wretched condition during the 
whole time of the Rain^ after which, 
when he found his Arm y diftafted; ti­
red out, and half ftarved, he was ne- 
cellitated to give over the Defign he 
had o f  advancing, and to return the 
fame way he was come. But this Re­
treat was made w ith fo much pains, 
and fo great inconveniencies, by rea- 
fon o f the dirt, the want of victuals, 
and the purfuit of the Raj a falling on 
the Rear, that every body ( but he) 
that had not known how to remedy 
the diforder of fuch a March, nor haa 
the patience to be fometimes five or ux 
hours at one paffage to make the Soul- 
diery get over it withont confufion, 
would have, utterly periled, himfelf, 
Arm y, and all $ yet he, notwithftand- 
ing all thefe difficulties and obftacles, 
made a fliift to come back with great 
honour and vaft riches. He defign d 
to return thither again the next 
year, and to purfue his undertaking, 
fuppo/ing that Azo , which he had 
fortified, and where he left a ftrong

Gar-



Garrifon'j would be able to hold out 
the reft of the year againft the Raja, 
But he was no fooner arrived there, 
but Fluxes began to rage in his A rm y : 
Neither had himfelf a body o f Steel 
more than the reft ; he fell fick and 
died, whereby Fortune ended the juft 
apprehenfions of Aureng-Zebe. I fay, 
the j}uft apprehenfions 5 for there w as 
none o f thole that knew this great 
m^n, and the ftate of the affairs o f 
Indofta«, who did not fay , ’Tis this 
day that Aureng-Zebe is King of Benga- 
le. A nd himfelf could not forbear to 
exprefs fome fuch thing; for he pub- 
lickly faid to Mahmct-Emir-kan • You 
have loft yourFather,and I the greateft 
and the moft dangerous Friend I had; 
yet notwithftanding he comforted this 
S o n , and withal aflured him, that he 
would ever be a Father to him. And 
whereas ’twas thought, that he 
would at leaft cut off his Salary, 
and make Inquifition * into his Trea­
sury, he confirmed him in his Of­
fice of Bakehis, augmented his Penfi- 
on to a thoufand Rupies a moneth, 
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and left him Heir of all the Eftate of
•his Father, although the Cuftom of 
the Country empowred him to feize 
on all.

The third is concerning Chah-hejl- 
kcin, whom Aureng-Ztbe made hrft 
Governour of A g r a ., when he went 
out to the Battel of Kadjoue againft 
Saltan Sujah • and afterward, Gover­
nour and General of the Army in De- 
can • and at la ft, after the death, of 
Emir-j« / < ,  Governour and General 
o f  the Army in Bengale, together with 
the charge o f Mtrul Obtrah w Inch 
Emir-jemU had polfefTed. This Chah- 
hcjl-kanis he, whom in our Hiftory we 
have mention’d as U nde to Aareng- 
Z'-be, and one that hath fo mu> h con­
tributed to his happinefs by his elo­
quent and skilful pen, as w ell as by 
his intrigues and counfels. It waould 
be injurious to his Renown alfo, to be 
filent of the important enterprife , 
which he undertook prefently when 
heenfred upon his Government $ and 
that the rather, becaufe E m r-Je m la , 
whether out o f policy, or for another
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caufe, had no mind to tempt hinr\ •- 
as alfo, becaufe the particularities, 
which la m  g /ing to relate, will 
(hew not only the palled and prelent 
ftate of the Kingdoms of Bengale and 
Rakan , which hitherto hath not been 
well deferibed to us by any5 but alfo 
fome other things that are worth kno­
wing.

T o the end therefore that the im­
portance of Cbdh-hejl-kan’ s attempt 
may be well underftood, and a good 
Idea be had of what paffeth about the 
G ulf o f Bengde , w e are to kn ow , 
that thefo'many years there have al­
ways been in the Kingdom of Rakatt 
or Moy, fome Portuguefes , and with 
them a great number of their chrijian 
S laves, and other Frunguis, gather’d 
from all parts. That was the refuge 
o f the Run-aways from G oa , Ceilun, 
Cochin, Mdlague, and all thofe other 
places, which the Portuguefes formerly 
held in the Indies• and they werefuch 
as had abandoned their Monafteries, 
men that had been twice or thrice 
M arried, Murtherers: In a w ord,

fuch



fuchashad deferved the Rope, were 
jnoft welcome 'and molt efteem’d 
th ere, leading in that Country a life 
that was very deteltible, and altoge­
ther unworthy of C hriftians, info- 
much that they impunely butchered 
andpoyfoned one another, and alLAi- 
nated their own Priefts, w ho fome- 
times were not better than themrelves. 
T h e K ing of JIxkan in the apprehenfi- 
on he hath ever had o f t h ol, kept 
them fora guard of his Frontiers, in a 
Port-Tow n called chategon, giving 
them Land, and liberty to live as they 
pleafed. Their ordinary Trade was 
Robbery and Piracy. W ith  fo ne 
fmall and light Gallies they did no­
thing but coaft about that Sea, and 
entring into all Rivers thereabout, and 
into the Channels and Arm s o f Ganges, 
and between all thofe Illes of the lower 
Bengal*, and often penetrating even fo 
far as forty or fifty leagues up into the 
Countrey, furprized and carried away 
w hole T ow n s, Aflemblies, Markets, 
Feafts and Weddings o f the poor Gen­
tiles , and others o f that Countrey, 
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making Women Slaves, great and 
fmall, with ftrangecruelty $ and bur­
ning all they could not carry away. 
And thence it is, that at prefent there 
are feeninthe muuth of Ganges Co ma­
ny fine Ifies quite deferted, which were 
formerly well peopled, and where no 
other Inhabitants are found but w ild 
Beafts, and efpecially Tygers.

This great number of Slaves, which 
thus they took from all quarters, be­
hold what ufe they made of. They 
had boldnefs and impudence enough,to 
come and iell to that very Country the 
old people, which they knew not what 
to do with • where it fo fell out, that 
thole who had efcapedthe danger by 
flight, and by hiding themfelves in the 
W o o d s, labour’d' to redeem to day 
their Fathers and Mothers, that had 
been taken yefterday. The reft they 
kept for their fervice, to make Row­
ers o f them  ̂ and fuch Chriftians as 
they were themfelves, bringing them, 
up to robbing and killing  ̂ or elfe they 
fold them to the Portugnefes o f Goa Cel­
lars, St. Thomas, and others $ and even

to



to  thofe that were remaining in Benge- 
le at Ogonli, who were come thither to 
fettle themfelves there by the favour of 
Jehan-Guyre , the Grandfather of Au- 
retig-Zebe, who fuffered them there 
upon the account ofT raffick, and of 
his having no averfion to Chriftians, 
as alfo becaufe they promiled him to 
keep the Bay of Bengelc clear from all 
Fyrats. And it was towards the Ifle 
o f Guiles, near the Cape o f Palmes, 
whet e this fine Tradc was. Thefe Py- 
rates lay there in w ait at the paflage 
for the Portuguefes, who filled their 
Ships with them at a very eafie rate 5 
this infamous Rabble impudently brag­
ging, that they mademore Chriftians 
in one year, then all the Miflionaries 
o f  the indies in ten; which would be 
a ftrange way o f enlarging Chriftia-

nity. , .
T h e fe  w e r e  th e  P y r a te s  th a t  m ad e 

Chah-Jehan,  w h o  w a s  a  m ore ze a lo u s  

. M a h u m e ta n  th a n  h is  F a th er Jehan- 
Guy re ,  to  cx p refs  a t la f t  his p a f l io n , 

n o t  o n ly  again fl: th e  R e v ere n d  F ath ers 

t h e lefmtes, M iflio n a rie s  o f  Agra, in
th at



that he caufed to be pulled down the 
beft part of a very fair and large 
Church that had been built, as well 
as that of Labor, by the favour o f Je- 
hun-Gttyre , w h o , as I faid, did not 
hate Chriftianity* and upon which 
there flood a great Steeple w ith  a great 
Bell in it, whofe found might be heard 
over all the Tow n 5 not only, I fay, a- 
gainft thofe Jefuites, but alfo againft: 
the Chriftians of Ogouli: For being 
impatient to fee them connive at the 
Pyrates,to make the name o f the Fran- 
guts formidable, and to fill their houfes 
with Slaves that were his own Sub- 
je & s , he wafted and utterly ruined 
them , after he had both with fair 
words and menaces drawn from them 
as much money as he could: And be- 
caufe they were indifcreetlv obftinate, 
in refufing what he demanded of them, 
he befieged them, and caufed them all 
to be brought to Agra, even their ve­
ry Children, their Priefts and Friers. 
This was a mifery and a defolation not 
to be paralleled • a kind of Bdilonian 
tranfmigration. There they were all
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made Slaves: The'hand;om Women 
•were {hut up in the Seraglio* the old 
Women and others, were diftributed 
among divers Omrahs. The young 
Lads were circumcifed, and made 
Pages 5 and men o f age renounced 
for the moft part their F a ith , either 
terrified by the threatnings they heard 
daily, that they fliould be trampled up­
on by Elephants, or drawn away by 
fair Promifes. ’Tis tru e, that there 
werefom eof thofe Friers, whopdrfi- 
fted, and that the Miflionaries of o<f- 
gra, who notwithftanding all this un- 
happinefs, remained in their houfes, 
found means afterwards, partly by 
Friends, partly by Money, to get ma­
ny of them away , and to have them 
conveyed to Goa, and to other places 
belonging to the Portugueses.

They were alfo the fame Pyrates, 
who fome time before the defolation of 
Ogouli, offered to the Vice-Roy of Goa 
to put the whole Kingdom of Rakart 
into their hands for the King of Portu­
g a l' but he refufed, they fay, this of­
fer, out o f arrogance and jealoufie,

and



and would not fend the fuccours, 
which (or that end was demanded of 
him by a certain Bafiian Confalvc, who 
had made himfelf head o f thofc peo­
ple, and was become fo potent and 
eonfiderable, that he married one o f 
the Kings Daughters 5 being unwil­
ling that it ihould belaid, that a man 
of fo mean Extraction as this Bash an 
w as, had done fuch a Matter-piece. 
But it may be faid on this occafion, 
that this is not much to be wondred 
at, confidering that the Portuguefes in 
the Indies by fuch a conduct have di­
vers times been faulty on the like occa­
sions , in Japan, in Pegu, in Ethiopia, 
and other places 5 not to mention, that 
by this way , and that perhaps by a 
juft Divine chaftifement (as they all 
frankly confels thfemlelves) they are 
become a prey to their Efiemies, and 
fallenfo low in the indie that I know 
not whether they w ill ever recover 
there 5 whereas formerly, before they 
were corrupted by vice, and degene­
rated through pleafure, they made all 
others tremble in thofe parts * foraf-

much



much as then they were brave and ge­
nerous men, zealous for the Chriftian 
Religion , confiderable for gallant ex­
ploits and for riches • all the Indian 
Kings feeking their friendlhip.

Befides this, the fame Pyrates feized 
at that time on the Ifleot *>endiva, an 
advantageous Poll to command a part 
o f the Mouth of G anges: In w hich Ifle 
a certain Augufiin Frier, a very fa­
mous man , afted the King for many 
years, having taken a courfe, God 
knows h o w , to rid himfelf of the 
Commander of that place.

Moreover, the fame Robbers took 
Sultan Sujah at Daka , to carry him a- 
way in their Galeafles to Rakan̂  as we 
related above, and found means to o- 
pcn his Coffers, and to rob him of 
good ftore o f JevVels, which after­
wards were* fecretly, and at a very 
cheap rate, fold in Rakan , moft o f 
them being fallen into the hands of 
people that had no skill in them, and 
afterwards into the hands of the Hol­
landers , and others, W'ho knew how 
to buy rhem u^quickly, malting thofe

fe llo w s



of tl)£ M O  G O L * -,c?i 

feilows believe, that they were foft 
Diamonds, and that they, would pay 
them according \o the degrees of tneir 
hardnefs.

Laftly, They are they that for many 
years have given exercifeto the Great 
Mogol in Bebgde - having obliged him 
thereto keepalwayes Garrilons every 
where upon the Paflfes, and a great 
Militia, and a Fleet alfo of Galeanes to 
oppofe their courfes, and who not- 
withftanding all this, have made fhift 
to make ftrange devaluations, and of­
ten to enter far into the Country, and 
to laugh at all the Souldiery of the 
Mogols; in regard they were become 
fobold, and fo dextrous at their Wea­
pons, and fo skilful in piloting their 
Galeaffes, that four or five; of, them 
ftuck not to fet upon fourteen or fifteen 
Mogolians, which they alfo a&ually 
worded., and took, or run aground. 
And upon thefe Pyrates chah-kejl-kw 
caft his eyes as foOn as he; came into 
Lengale, taking a refolution to deliver 
the Countrey o f this plague of people, 
that had fo long wafted it 5 and defign-
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9i'  ttjeCmpite
ing afterwards to pafs on, and to a t­
tack the King of Rakan̂  according t o  
the order o f Aureng-Zebe, who at an y  
price had a mind to revenge the blood 
o f Sultan-Sitjah, and all his Family ,  
that had been fo cruelly handled, and 
to teach that Barbarian, how the Blood 
Royal was to be regarded and efteem- 
ed on any occafion whatfoever,* B e­
hold now with what dexterity chah- 
hefi-kan carrieth on his defign!

Knowing that ’tis impoffibleto pafs 
any Cavalry by Land, no not fomuch 
as any Infantry, from Bengale into Ra- 
kan , becaufe of the many channels 
and rivers upon the Frontiers ; and 
alfo that on the other fide, thofe P y -  
rates o f Chatigon, whom w e juft n o w  
were /peaking of, would be powerful 
enough to hinder him from tranfport- 
ing them by Sea $ he thought upon 
this experiment, v iz . to engage th e  
Hollanders in his defign. He therefore 
lent a kind o f Ambaflador to Batavia, 
empowering him to treat upon cer­
tain Conditions, w ith the General 
o f  that Com pany, joyntly to fub-
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due the whole Kingdom o f Rakan\ as 
formerly chah-<~AVb'as fubduedthat of 
Ormus , in conjunction wirh the En- 
glijb. The General o f Batavia feeing 
the thing to be poffible, and that it 
was a means more and more to break 
the Portugnefes in the Indies, and that 

i t  would turn to a very good account 
to the Company, difpateht away tw o 
Men o f W ar for Behgale, to favbur 
the tranImportation 'o f  the Mcgoljan 
Troops in fpight of thofe Pyrates. But 
obferve what chah-hejt-kan did before 
thefe Men of W ar arrived ■ He equip­
ped a great number o f GalealfeS, and 
many large Veffels to tranfpdrt the 
A rm y; threatned the Pyrates, utterly 
to fpoil and ruine them ; acquainted 
them w ith  the defign of Aureng-Zebe 
upon Rakan; that a potent Army of 
the Dutch was near; that they Ihould 
think on themfelves and their families, 
if they were Wife; and in a word, if  
they would abandon the fervice of the 
King of Rakan and take that of A&?tng- 
Zebe , he would procure very good 
conditions for thecmdiftributeamongft 
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them as much Land in Bengale as they 
defired, and pay them the double o f 
what they had now.

’Tis doubtful, whether thefe Me­
naces and Promifes made impreffion 
upon them, or whether it was not an 
accident that moved them ■ they ha­
ving about that time aflaffinated one o f 
the chief Officers of the King of Rs- 
kan^ and apprehending a punilhment 
for that crim e: H owever it be, they 
were caught, and they were one day 
ftruck withfuch a panick terror, that 
they ihipp’d themfel ves all at once in 
forty or fifty of their Galeafles, and 
wafted over to B engd e  to Chah-he(l-kan  ̂
and that with fo much precipitation , 
that they hardly took rime to embark 
their W ives and Children, and what 
elfe was moft precious to them, chah- 
hejl-kan received them w ith open arms, 
courted them exceedingly, gave them 
very confiderable pay,and without let­
ting them cool, made them, joyntly 
w ith  his whole Arm y, to attack ana 
take the Ilk  o f Sondivu , which was 
fallen into the hands o f the King o f
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Bakan; and thence to pafs with all his 
H irfe and Foot to chxtigon. About this 
time the two Holland-^eflels arrived 5 
but Chah-hejl-kan, who thought that 
henceforth it would be eafiefor him 
to compafs his delign, thanked them. 
I fawtheie Ships in Bengde, and their 
Commanders, who were but little 
contented with fuch thanks and libera­
lities o f Chab-heft-kan. As to the Py- 
rates, fince now he holds them faft, 
^nd hopelels of ever returning toChati- 
gon,and hath no more need of them, he 
makes nothing of all thofe large pro­
miles he made them, and treats them 
not as he Ihould, but as they deferve, 
leaving them whole moneths without 
pay, and not looking upon them other- 
wile than Traitors and infamous men, 
unfit to be trufted, after they have fo 
vilely deferred him,'whole Salt they 
had eaten fo many years. After this 
manner did chah-hejl-kan put an end to 
this Rabble, which, as I laid, have ru­
ined and difpoiled all the lower Ben- 
gale, Time will fhew whether he 
w ill be as happy in the remainder 
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o f his Enterprize againft the King of 
Jiakan.
. The fourth particular is concerning 
the two Sons of Aureng-Zebe, v iz. 
Sultan Mahmoud, and Sultan Mazum. 
He ftill keeps the firft o f them in Gou- 
aleor, but ( i f  one may believe the 
common report) without making 
him take the Pouf, which is the ordi­
nary Drink of thofe that are put into 
that place. As to the other, though 
he hath alwayes been a pattern of re- 
fervednefs and moderation, yet one 
knows not whether he was not too for­
ward in making a party, when his 
Father was fo extreamly fick ; or whe­
ther Aureng-Zebe have not upon other 
occafions perceived fomething that 
might give him caufe o f jealoufie* or 
whether he had’ not a mind to make an 
authentick proof of both his Obedi­
ence and Courage. However it b e , 
one day he commanded him in an un­
concerned manner, in a full Affem- 
bly o f the Omrahs, to go and kill a 
Lyon, that was come down the Moun­
tains, and had made great havock

and



and wafte in the Countrey •, and this 
he did without giving order to furniih 
him with thofe llrong and large Nets, 
which they are wont to employ in t his 
dangerous kind of hunting in a real 
mood 5 telling the great Hunting-Ma- 
fter, who prefently called for thole 
Nets , that when he was Prince, he 
did not look for fuch Formalities. It 
was the good fortune of Sultan Mazum^ 
that he profper’d in this attempt, not 
loling any more than two or three 
men, and fome horfes that were woun­
ded, although, on the other hand, the 
matter went not off fo pleafantly, the 
wounded Lyon having leapt up to the 
head o f the Sultan’s Elephant. Since 
that time, Aureng-Zebe hath not been 
backward to exprefs much alfedion to 
him • he hath given him even the 
Government 6f D ecan , though w ith 
fo little power and treafure, that 
there is no great caufe to appre­
hend any thing upon that ac­
count.

The fifth thing toucheth Mohabet- 
kan> the Governour of Kabout, whom 
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Aureng-Zebe took from his Govern­
ment, and generoufly pardoned 5 not 
w illing, as he laid, to lofe fo brave a 
Captain, and that had ftuck To clofeto 
his Benefafror Cbah-Jehan. He made 
him even Governour o f Guzuratte, in 
the place of jeffemfeigme, whom  he 
fent to make \V ar in Decan. It may 
very well b e , that tome confid'erable 

1 Prefents he made to Raachenara-Begum, 
and a good number of excellent Perfian 
Horfe and C am els, wherewith he 
prefented Aureng-Zebe, together with 
fifteen or fixteen thoufand Rupies o f 
G o ld , did contribute to make his 
peace.

On this occafion of mentioning the 
Government of Kaboul, whic,h bor­
ders upon the Kingdom of Kandahar, 
which is now in the hands o f the Per- 
fians, I {hall here briefly add fome par­
ticulars , that ferve to this H iftory, 
and will frill more difeover that Coun­
try, and declare the Interefts between 
Jndojlan and Perfia, which no body, 
that I know of, hath explained hither­
to,

Kan-



Kandahar, that ftrong and impor- 
tant place, which is the Capital and 
the fwaying C ity o f this Noble and 
Rich Kingdom of the fame Name, 
hath in thele latter Ages been the fub- 
jedl o f grievous W ars between the 
Mogols and Per funs , each of them pre­
tending a right thereto. Ekbar, that 
great King of the Indies, took it by 
force from the Per fans, and kept it 
during his life. And chab-^bbas  ̂that 
famous King of Perjia, retook it from 
Jean-Guyre, the Son of Ekbar. After­
wards it return’d to chah-'jehan, Son 
o f John Guyre , not by the Sw ord, but 
by the means of the Governour Aly- 
tJMerdan-kan, who furrendred it to 
h im , and went over to live at his 
C o u rt, apprehending the Artifices of 
his Enemies, who had brought him 
into disfavour with the King of Perfia, 
that fentfor him to make him give an 
accom pt, and to deliver up his Go­
vernment. The fame C ity  was be- 
fieged and retaken afterwards by the 
Son of chah-Abbas, and lince that be- 
fieged twice again, yet without be­

ing
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in gtaken , b y Chah-Jehan. The firft 
time it was faved from being taken by 
the ill underftanding and jealoufie be­
tween the Perfian Om rahs, that are 
Penfioners of the Great Mogol, and the 
moft powerful of his C o u rt, as alfo 
by the refpett they bear to their Natu­
ral K in g: For they all behaved them- 
felves very effeminately in the S ieg e , 
and would not follow the Raja Roup, 
who had already planted his Standards 
upon the W all on the fide of the 
Mountain. The fecond time it was 
faved by the jealoufie o f Aureng-Zebe, 
who would not fall into, the breach of 
the W all, that our Franguu, the En­
glish, Fertuguefis, Germans, and French 
had made by their C an on , though it 
was a large one ; being unwilling to 
have it faid, that in the time of Bara, 
who was in a manner the firft mover 
o f that Enterprife, and was then in 
the C ity  of Caboul, with his Father 
Chah-jehan, the Fortrefs of Kandahar 
was taken, chah-^ehan, tome years 
before the: late trouble, wasyalfo ready 
to befiege it the third tiny?, had not

Emir-



Emir-Jemla diverted him from i t , ad- 
vifing him to turn his Forces towards 
Decan, (as hath been fa id ;)  with 
whom Aly-Merdan-kan himfelf concur­
red , who was fo earneft in his diiTwa- 
ding him from i t , as to fay to him 
thele w o rd sw h ic h  I fhall puridhially 
relate, as having fomething extrava­
gant in them :

Tour Majesty will never take Kanda­
har , unlejs you had fuch a Traytor there 
as my fe lf; except you were revived ne~ 
ver to bring a Perfian into it , and to 
make the Bazars or Markets wholly free , 
that is , to lay no Impofl on thofe that fur- 
nijh the Army with provifion.

A t length, Aureng-Zebe, like the 
others, had prepared himfelf in thefe 
latter years to befiege ita lfo 5 whether 
it was that he was offended at the tart 
L etters, written to him by the King 
of Perfta, orbyireafon of the affronts 
and ill treatment which he had of­
fered to Tarbiet-kan his Ambalfador; 
that hearing of the King of Perfias 
death , he turned b a ck . faying, 
( which yet is not very credible) that

he
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he would not meddle with a C hild , a 
new King* although ChahSoliman, 
■ who hath fuceeeded his Father , is , 
in my opinion, about 25 years of age.

T\xe.ftxthparticular we purpofed to 
fpeak of,- concerns thofe that have 
faithfully ferved i^Aureng Zehe. Thofe 
he hath almoft all raifed to great pla­
ces. For firft, as w e have already 
related, he made chah-hefi-kan, his 
U n c le , Governour and General .of 
the Army of Decan, and afterwards, 
Governour o f Bengale. N ext, he 
made Mir-kan Governour o f Kabeul- 
Then Kdilu'lah-kan , of Labor ; and 
Mirbaba, of El abas } and Lasker-kan, 
o f Patna. The Son o f that Allah- 
Verdi-kan of Sultan Sujah, he appoin­
ted Governour of Sam Ay. and Fazel- 
kan, w7ho had confiderably ferved him 
both by his counfels and dexterity, he 
made Kane-faman , that is , Great 
Steward of the Houfe R oyal: And 
Vanechmend-kan, Governour of Debit, 
ivith  this particular grace and privi- 
ledge j ! that lince he is perpetually em­
ployed in ftudies and fo'rreign affairs,

he



he fo difpenfeth with him for not com­
ing twice a day (after the ancient 
cuftom) to wait on the King in the 
Aflembly, as not to retrench any 
thing of his penfion for his abfence, 
as he doth to the other O m rahs, i f  
they fail. He hath given to Vianet- 
kan the Government o f Kachmire (alias 
Cajjimefe) that little, and in a man­
ner inacceflible Kingdom, which Ekbar 
feizedon by craft, that Earthly Para- 
dife o f the Indies • which hath its Hi- 
ftories written in its peculiar Lan­
guage, whereof I have an abridge­
ment in the Pet fian T ongue, made by 
the command of ‘jeh an  Guyre, con­
taining a large Catalogue of many 
very ancient Kings, that often were 
fo powerful, that they fubdued the 
Indies as far as china.

T i s  tru e , that Aureng-Zebc dif- 
miffed N ejabat-kan, who did very well 
inthet>vo Battels of Samonguer and 
Kadjoue, but then ’tis not fit at a ll, 
that a Subje<2 ihould ever reproach 
h is K in g , as he did, with the fervices 
done him.

As



A s to thofe infamous m en, Giori- 
kan and Nazer, ’tis known, that the 
former hath been recompenced as he 
deferved * but the other no man knows 
what is become of him.

What concerns Jeffomfetgne and 
Jeffetgne, there is fomething as to 
them that is intricate, which I flaall 
endeavour to unfold. There is a cer­
tain Heathen revolted from the K ing 
of fifapour, who knew how to pof- 
fefs himfelf of many important For- 
tre ffe sa n d  of fome Sea-ports of that 
King. His name is Seva-Gi, that is , 
Lord Seva. He is a flout m an, v ig i­
lant, bold, and undertaking ̂  in the 
higheft degree , who gave chah-heji- 
kan more work and trouble in Decan, 
than the King of Fifapour w ith  all his 
forces , and all his K<rj*’s joyned with 
him for their common defence: Info- 
much that having defigned to take 
away Chab-heji-kan and his Treafures 
out o f the midft of his Army and of 
the Tow n jiurengc-Jbad, he carried on 
his defign fo far, that he had effeded it * 
i f  he had not been difeovered a little

too



too foon 5 for one night, accompanied 
with ^ number of relolute Fellows he 
hath about h im , he was got into the 
very apartment o f  Chah-hefl-kan , 
where his Son, who was forward in 
the defence, was killed, and him- 
felf grievoufly wounded 5 Seva-Gi 
in the mean time getting away as 
well as he came: W ho for all this 
was fo far from being daunted, that 
he undertook another very bold 
and very dangerous enterprife, which 
fucceqded much better. He took 
two or three Thoufand chofen men 
o f his A rm y , with whom he took 
the Field without noife, fpreading 
a report by the w a y , that it was a 
R a ja  going to the Court. When he 
was near Suratte, that Famous and 
Rich Port of the Indies, inftead of 
Marching further (as he made the 
Great Provoft of that Country , 
whom he m et, believe) he fell into 
that T o w n , where he Raid about 
three D ayes, cutting off the Arms 
and Legs of the Inhabitants, to make 
them confefs where were thetreafures 5 .

fearcing >
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fearching, d iggin g, and loading a- 
w a y , or burning, what he could not 
carry with him. W hich done-, here- 
turned, none oppofing his return, loa- 
den with millions of .Gold , Silver, 
Pearls, Silken Stuffs , Fine Linnen, 
and other rich Merchandiie, Jejfotn- 
feigne was fufpedled to have had fincc 
intelligence with this xeyji-Gi, w hich 
was the caufe that AurAHg\Zebe called 
him awayFrom Decaf/ ; but he,inftead 
of going to. Dehli, went to his own 
Territory.

I forgot to mention,that in the plun­
der of Snrntte, that Ring-leader Sevx- 
Gi, like a Saint, had lb much refped: 
to the Houfe: o f the Reverend Father 
Ambr.ofe, a Millionary QApttcia/r, that 
he gave order it fhould not be plunde­
red 5 becaufe, faid h e , I know that 
the Fathers Vranguis are good men. He 
had alio regard to the Houfe of the 
Decealed De L&le, becaufe he under- 
ftood that he had been Great Almoner. 
He alfo confider’d the HouTes of the 
EnoU(h and Dutch, not from Devoti- 
no, as he did the former, but becaufe

they
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they were in a good pofture of defence 5 
efpecially the English, who having had 
time to fend for afliftance from feme of 
their fhips that lay near the T o w n , 
behaved themfelves gallantly, and fa- 
ved, befides their own, feveral other 
houies near them. But a certain Jew 
of ConfttoitHople, who had brought 
Rubies of a very great value, to fell 
them to Aureng-Zebe, carried away the 
Bell from all, by faving himfelf from 
the hands of Seva-Gt • for, rather than 
to confefs that he had any Jewels, he1 
was brought thrice upon his knees, 
and the knife held up to cut his throat 
But it became none fave a Jew, hard- 
ned in avarice, to efcape in fuch a man­
ner.

Touching Jejjeigne , King Aurehg- 
Zebe made him content to go General 
of the Army in Deem, fending Stiltan- 
Mazum with him, without any power. 
He prefently and vigoroufly befieged 
the principal Fortrefs of Sevti-Gi, and ' 
knowing more than all the reft in mat- * 
ter of Negotiation and Treaty, held 
ordered the bufinefs, that Seva-Gi fur- 
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rendred before it came to extremity * 
and then he drew him to Aureng-Zebe's 
party againft Vifapour, K ing Attreng- 
Zebe declaring him a Raja, taking him 
under his prote&ion, and giv in g the 
penfion of a very confiderable Omrah 
to his Son. Sometime after, Aureng- 
Zebe defigning to make W ar againft 
Terfia, wrote to Seva-Gi fuch obliging 
Letters touching his Generofity, A b i­
lity  and Conduct, that he made him 
refolve , upon the faith o f Jejfeigne, 
to come to him to [Dehli. T  here a kinf- 
womari of Aureng-Zebe, the W ife of 
Chtth-heft-kan (who was then at C o u rt) 
by the influence fhe had upon the fpirit 
o f Aureng-Zebe, perfwaded him toar- 
reft him that had murdered her Son, 
wounded her Husband, and facked 
Surattei So that one evening Seva-Gi 
faw his Pavilions befet w ith three or 
four Omrabs- but he made ihiftto get 
away in the night. This efcape made 
a great noife at C o u rt, every one ac­
cusing the Eldeft Son of the Raja Jef- 
feigne to have aflifted him in it. Jef- 
feigne,  who prefently had news that

A h~



Aureng-Zebe was very angry with him 
and his Son, and was advifed no more 
to go to the Court, was day and night 
Upon his guard, apprehending left 
Aureng-Zebe fhould take this for a pre­
tence to fall upon his Lands, and pof- 
fefs himfelfof them. Whereupon heal- 
fo foon left Deem to fecure his Eflrate • 
but when he was at Brampur, he died. 
Yet notwithstanding Aureng-Zebe was 
fo far from exprefling any coldnefs or 
refentment to the Son of Jeffeigne, that 
he lent to condole with him for the 
Death of his Father, and continued to 
him his Penfion; which confirms what 
many lay, that it was by the confent 
o f Aureng-Zebe himfelf, that Seva-Gi 
efcaped, forafmuch as he could retain 
him no longer at Court, becaufe all the 
W om en there had too great a fpleen a- 
gainft him, and looked upon him as a 
man that had embroiled his hands in 
the blood o f his Kinfmen.

But to return to Deem > we are to 
confider,that that is a Kingdom,which 
theie forty years hath conftantly been 
the Theater of W a r , and upon the 

V  z (core
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fcore vvhereof thzMogol hath much to 
do with the Kings o f Golkonda, and of 
yifepour, and divers little Soveraigns • 
which is not to be underftood, unlefs 
it be known, what conliderable things 
have paifed in thofe parts, and the 
condition of the Princes that govern 
them.

A ll this great Peninfule of Indofian  ̂
cutting it from the Bay of Camba.ja un­
to that of Bengale, near Jaganrate, and 
palling thence to Cape Contort, was 
PCarce two hundred years fince entirely 
(fome mountanous parts excepted) un­
der the Dominion o f one only Prince, 
who confequcntly w as a very great and 
very potent M onarch: But now it is 
divided among many different Sove­
raigns, that arealfo of different Reli­
gions. The caufe o f this divifion w a s , 
that the King R&mras , the laft of thofe 
that have poffeffed this mighty State 
entirely, did imprudently raife three 
Slaves, Gurgis, he had about him too 
high, fo as to make them all three G o­
vernors of places: T  hejfrf/,of the g rea­
red: part o f thole Countries, which at

pre-



prefent are poflefled by the Mogol in 
Decan, about Dadet-Abad^ from Bider, 
Pardfrdx,Steratte,uni0 Narbadar: Thefe- 
cond, of all the other Lands, now com­
prehended under the Kingdom o f rifa- 
pour : And the third, i o f all that is
contained under the Kingdom o f  G.oU 
konda. 'Thefe three Slaves grew very- 
rich, and found themfelves fupportea 
by a good nilmber of the. Mogolsy that 
were in the fervice of Ramrls, becaufe. 
they were all three Mahumetahsymf 
the Se<ft c/?y.fx,.)Uke the Pexfiwl. 
And at length they .alt revolted toge­
ther w ith one accord, killed Kingifazfe- 
ras, and returned to their Government, 
each taking upon him the Title o f 
Chah or King. The IlFue o f Ram'r.m, 
not finding themfelves ftrong enough 
for them, were content to keep them-A 
felves in a Corner, w .  in that Coun- 
trey w hich is commonly called Kama- 
tck , in our Maps,Bifnagtier^where they 
are ft ill Raja’s to this very day. A ll the 
reft of the State was alfo at the fame 
time divided into ail thofe RajasNaiqueJ. 
and petty Kings, fuchas wefecthere.

V  3 Thefe
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Thefe three Slaves and their pofterity 
have ahvayes defended themfelves very 
w e ll in their Kingdoms, whilft they 
kept a good mutual correfpondence, 
and affifted one another in their grie­
vous wars againft xhcMogols. But when 
they Once, came to think every one to 
defend their Lands apart, they, foon 
found the effedfcs o f their divifion. For 
the Mogol fo. well knew to take his time 
upon, that? oecafion (w h ich  is now a- 
bout thirty five or forty years fince) 
that he poffeffed himfelf within a little 

' time of all the Countrey o f Nejam- 
Chah, or King H eim , the fifth or fixth 
o f the family of the firft Slave, and at 
laft took him prifoner in DXulet-Abad, 
the Capital, where he died.

After that tim e, the Kings of Gol- 
hondx have maintained themfelves well 
enough \ not as if they could compare 
w ith the power of the Mogol, butbe- 
caufe the Mogel hath alwayes been em­
ployed . againft the tw o others 5 from 
w horn he was to take Amber, Paranda, 
aider, and fome other places, before 
fie could conveniently march towards

GoU



Golkoffda,And becaufe they have always 
been fo politick, being very opulent, 
as to furnilh under hand the King of 
yifapottr with Money, and thereby to 
help him to maintain a Waragainfl: 
the Mogol: Befides th at, they ever 
have a confiderable Arm y on foot, 
which is alwayes ready, and never 
fails to take the Field, and to ap­
proach to the Frontiers, at the time 
w hen there is news that that of the 
Mogol marches againft rifapour • to let 
the Mogol fee, not only that they are 
alwayes ready to defend themfelves, 
but alfo that they could eafily afliftthe 
K ing o f rtfapour, in cafe he Ihould be 
reduced to any extremity. N e x t , 
w hich is very confiderable, they 
know alfo how to convey Money un­
der hand to the Chieftains of the Mo- 
golian Arm y • who thereupon advife 
the C ourt, that it is more to purpofe 
to attack rifapottr, as being nearer to 
Daulot-Abad. Further, they fend eve­
ry year very confiderable Prefents to 
the Great Mogol., by wray of Tribute? 
w hich confift partly in fome rare ma- 
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nufaftures of the Countrey 5 partly i'n 
Elephants, which they fend for from 
Pegu, Siam, and Ceilan, partly in fair 
ready money. Laftly, the Mogul con- 
fiders that Kingdom as his own, not 
only becaufe he looks upon the King 
thereof as his Tributary , but chiefly 
fince that agrement heretofore fpoken 
of, which theprefent King made w ith  
Aureng-Zebe, when he befiegdi Golkon­
da ; and there being alfo no place able 
to refill, even from Vaulet-Abaci unto 
Golkonda, he judgeth, that when he 
fhall think fit to pulh for it, he may 
take in the whole Kingdom in one 
Gampagne 5 which in my opinion, he 
would certainly have done , if he did 
not apprehend, left fending his Forces 
towards Golkonda, the King o f Vigour 
fhould enter into Decan . as, no doubt, 
he would do, know ing it to be very 
important to his confervation, ,that 
that Kingdom may alwayes fubfift as 
now  it is.

From all which, fomething may be 
underftood of the Interefts and Go­
vernment o f the King of Golkonda 
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w ith the Mogol. , and what way he 
taketfl to fupport hirnfelf againft him. 
Yet notwithftanding all this , I find 
this ffate much (haken , in regard that 
the King that now is, fince that unhap­
py affair of Anreng-Zsbe and Emir- 
J e m la feems to have- loft heart, and 
as -twere abandoned the reins o f the 
Kingdom ," not daring any more to go 
forth'of this Fortrefs of GolkbhcL, nor 
fi^miich as appear in publiek to give 
Audience to his People, and to ren­
der Juftice according to the ciiftom of 
the C o u n ty :  W hich ditcompofeth 
things very m uch, and occafions the 
Grandees to tyrannize over the mea­
ner fort of People, and to lofe even 
their refpeft to theKing,often flighting 
his Com mands, and confidering him 
no more than a W om an; and’ the 
People, weary of the injuftice and 
ill treatm ent, breathing after nothing 
but Aureng-Zebe. ’Tis eafie to judge 
of the {freights this poor King is in , 
byfour or five particulars I am about 
to relate.

The firft,that A n,1667. when I was
at



at Gtlkenda, King Anreng-Zebe hi­
v in g  fent an Ambaflador Extraordi­
nary to declare W ar to that K in g, un- 
lefs he would furnifh him with iqooo 
H orfe againft Zifapour, he did extra­
ordinary honour, and give exceflive 
prefentsto that Ambaflador, as well 
for him in particular, as for o f ureng-■ 
Zebe, and made an agreement w ith  
him > to fend him , not ioooo H orfe, 
but as much Money as is neceflary t̂o 
maintain fo many 5 which was all that 
Aureag-Zebe looked for.

The fecond is , that Aureng-Zebe s 
Ambaflador in Ordinary, that is con- 
ftantly at Golkonda, commands, threa­
tens , ftriketh, gives Pafs-ports, and 
faith and doth whatfoever he w i l l , 
no man daring w ith the leaft word to 
crofs him.

The third is , that 'JM.nhmet- 
JLmir-kan, the Son of Emir-JemU, 
though he be no more than a Ample 
Omrah of Aureng-Zebe , is yet fo 
much refpedted through that w hole 
K ingdom , and elpecially in Mxjltpa- 
tan, that the Tapt a t his Commifli-

oner.



on er, is as ’twere Matter thereof, 
buying and felling, bringing in and 
fending abroad his Merchants Ships, 
no body daring to contradift him in 
any thing, nor to demand any Cu- 
ftoms. So great was once the power 
o f Emir-Jemla his Father in this K ing­
dom , w hich time hath not yet been 
able to root out.

T he fourth is’, that the Hollanders 
fcruple not to threaten him fometimes, 
to lay an Embargo upon all the Mer­
chants Ships of the Country that are 
in that P o rt, and not to let them go 
o u t, untill their demands be granted; 
asalfo to put in proteftations agamft 
him : which I havefeen actually done, 
upon the account o f an Engh/h'VQ&l y 
w hich they had a mind to take by force 
in the Port of Maflipatan it felf, the 
Governourhavinghindred it , by ar­
ming the whole T ow n againft them , 
and threatning to put fire to their 
Fattory , and to put them all to 
death.

A  fifth is ,  that the Portuguefts, as 
poor, and miferable, and decayed as

they
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they are in the In d ies , yet flick not to 
threaten that King alfo with W a r; 
and that they w ill dome and fack 
CMuftpatan, and all th atC oaft, if  he 
w ill not render them that place o f St. 
Thom as , which fome years ago they 
chofe to put into his hands, rather than 
to be conftrained to yield it up to the 
Dutch.

Y et for all this, I have been inform­
ed mGaikonda^ by very intelligent per- 
fons, that this Ring is a Prince of very 
great judgment, and that whatever he 
fo does and fuffers, is only in policy, 
to the end to provoke no body, •'and 
principally to remove ail fufpition 
from Aureng-Zebe, and to gjve him to 
underftand, that he hath in a manner 
no fhare any more in the Kingdom: 
But that in the mean time a Son of his, 
that is kept hid, grows up, the Father 
watching for a fit time to declare him 
King, and fo to laugh at the agreement 
made with Aureng-Zebe. O f th is , 
time will Ihew us more 5 in the mean 
time, let usconfider fom ewhatof the 
Interefls of rtfApow.

The
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The Kingdom o f Fifapour hathalfo 

not been wanting to fupport it felf, 
though the Mogol do almoft continual­
ly make war againfl it 5 not fo much 
as i f  he of Fifapour were able to bid 
head to the Mogolian Forces, butbe- 
caufe there is never any great effort u- 
fed againfl: him. For it is not very 
frequent there, no more than’tis elfe- 
where, for Generals of Armies to de­
fire the end of a W ar 5 there being no­
th in g fo charming , as to be in the 
head o f an A rm y, commanding like 
little Kings, remote from the Court. 
It is alfo grown to a Proverb, that De- 
can is the Bread and Life of the Souldi- 
ers o f Indojlan. Befides, the Coun­
trey o f Fifapour is on the fide of the 
Mogol’s Dominions o f a very difficult 
accefs, upon the account of the fcarci- 
t y o f  good Waters, For rage, and V i­
ctuals 5 andbecaufe Fifapour, the C a ­
pital C ity , is very ftrong, and fituate 
in a dry and fteril Countrey, there be­
ing almoft no good W ater but in the 
T ow n . And laftly,, becaufe there 
are many Fortreffes in that Coun­

t y



tre y , feated on Hills hard to climb. 
Y e t notwithftanding all this, that 

State is much fhaken, i f  confidering 
that the Mogol hath taken Paranda, the 
Key, as’twere, o f  that Kingdom  ̂ as 
alfo that fair and ftrong T ow n Bider, 
and fome other very important places: 
But principally becaufe the laft King 
of Vigour died without Heirs Males, 
and he that now calls himfelf King, is 
a Youth, whom the Queen, Sifter o f 
the King of Golkonda.̂  hath raifed, and 
taken for her Son ( a favour for which 
he hath made an ill return, having 
fliew’d no efteem for this Queen after 
her return from Mecca, under the pre­
text o f fome ill demeanour in her on 
a Dutch Velfel that carried her to Mo- 
ka: ) Laftly, becaufe that in thedifor- 
ders of that K ingdom , the Heathen 
Rebel, Seva-G i, above difeourfedof, 
found means to feize on many ftrong 
H olds, moftly feated on fteep Moun­
tains, where he now  a&eth the K in g, 
laughing at the Vifapottr and the Mogol, 
and ravaging the Countrey every 
where, from Surattc even to the gates

of



o f  Goa. This not withftanding, if  he 
wrongs Vijapour one w ay, he helps to 
fupport it another, forafrnuch as he is 
refolutely bent again# the Mogol̂  pre­
paring alwayes fome Ambufh, and cut­
ting Co much work for his Army, that 
there is no difcourfe, no apprehenfion 
but o f Seva-Gi • infomuch that he hath 
come and facked Suratte, and pillaged 
the Ifle of Burdes, which belongs to 
the Portugucfe, and is near the Gates ©f 
Goa.

T h e feventh particular, which I 
learn’d at Golkonda, when I was come 
aw ay from Dehli, is the death of chah- 
'jebxn ;and that Aureng-Zebe had been 
exceedingly affeded therewith, having 
difcover’d all the marks of grief, that a 
Son can exprefs for the lols of his Fa­
ther: That at the very hourof recei­
vin g that news, he went towards A- 
gra - that Begum-Saheb caufed the Mof- 
quee, and a certain place, where he 
was at fir ft to ftop, before he entred 
the Fortrefs, to be hung with richly 
embroider’d TapifTeries: That at his 
entring into the Seraglio, fhe prefented

him
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him with a great Golden Bafon,where­
in were all her Jewels, and all thofe of 
chah-Jehan ■ and in fhort., that fhe 
knew to receive him with fo much 
Magnificence, and to entertain him 
with that dexterity and craft, that fhe 
obtained his pardon,gain’d his favour, 
and grew very confident with him.

To conclude, I doubt not, but moft 
of thofe, who fhall have read my Hi- 
ftory, will judge the wayes taken by 
A ureng-Z sbe, for getting the Empire,

• very violent and horrid. I pretend not 
at all to plead for him , but defire only, 
that before he be altogether condemn­
ed, reflexion be made on that unhap­
py cuftom of this State, which lea­
ving the fuccefFion of the Crown .un-. 
decided, for want o f good Laws, let- 
ling it, as amongft us, upon the eldeft 
Son, expofeth it to theCon queft of the 
ftrongcft, and the moft fortunate, fub- 
je&ingat the fame time all the Princes, 
born in the Royal Family, by the con­
dition of their Birth, to the cruel nc- 
ceffity either to overcome, or to reign, 
by deftroying all the reft, for the affu-

■ ranee
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ranee of their power and life, or to pe- 
rilh themfelves, for the fecurity of that 
b f others: For I am apt to believe, 
that upon this confideration the Rea­
der wil not find Aureng-Zebes conduct 
foftrangeas at firftit appear’d. Howe­
ver I am perfwaded, that thole who 
ihall a little weigh this whole Hiftory, 
w ill not take ^iureng-Zebe for a Barba­
rian, but for a great and rare Genius, a 
Great States-man, and a Great King.

X  A Letter



&s&e.s&R3m &g&s&B&8
^Le/tfr/<?the Lord C ol­

b e r t , of the Extent of 
Indoftan; the Circulation 
of (fold and Silver, com­
ing at length to be [wal­
lowed up, there , as in an 
Abyfs; the Riches, For­
tes, Justice, and the prin­
cipal Caufe of the decay of 
the States of Afia,

Mj Lori,

Since itis thecuftom of Afia, never 
to approach Great Perlons w ith 

empty hands, when I had the honour 
to kifs the Vcft o f  the Great Mogol 
Aureng'Zebc, I prefented him with

eight



eight Roupjes * as an ex- *A,RouPy>s 
preflion of refpett  ̂ and alf aCl0Mn> 
the illuftrious Fazel-kan, the prime 
Minifter of State, and he that was to 
eftablilh my Penfion as Phyfitian, with 
a Cafe ofKnives garnifhed with Am ­
ber. ; My Lord, though I intend not 
to introduce new cuftoms in Francê  
yet I cannot forget this upon my return 
from thofe parts •, being perfwaded, 
that I ought not to appear before the 
King  ̂ for whom I have a far deeper ve­
neration than for Aureng-Zebe, nor be­
fore Ton, My Lord, for whom I have a 
much higher efteem than for Fazel- 
kan, without fome little Prefent to 
both, which is rare, at leaft for its no­
velty, though it be not fo upon the 
account of the prefenting hand. The 
Revolution of indoftan by reafon of its 
extraordinary occurrences and events, 
hath to me feemed worthy of the 
Greatnefs o f our Monarch, and this 
Difcourfe, for the quality of the mat­
ters therein contained, futable^ the 
rank you hold in his Counfels $ to 
that Conduct, which at my return

X 2 ap-



appeared to me To admirable in the 
O rder, which I found fetled in 
fo rnarfy things, that I thought in­
capable of it 5 and to the pa/Iion you 
entertain to make it known to the 
ends of the Earth, what a Monarch 
we have, and that the French are 
fit to undertake, and with honour 
to atchieve, whatfoever you {hall have 
defigned for their honour andadvan­

tage.
T is  in the Indies, My Lord, (whence 

I am lately return’d after twelve years 
abfence) where I learn’d the felicity 
o f France, and how much this King­
dom is obliged to your cares 5 and 
where your Name is fo diffufed, and 
fo well known. This were a fair 
Theme for me to enlarge upon *, but 
niy Defign being no other than to 
dilcourfe of things New, I muft for­
bear to fpeak of thofe that are a l­
ready fo notorious to all the world. 
I  (hall doubtlefs pleafe you better, 
by endeavouring to give you fome 
Idea o f  the ftate o f the Indies  ̂ which



I have engaged my felf to give you
an account of.

CMy Lord, you may have feen before 
this, by the Maps of Afta, how great 
everyw ay is the extent o f the Empire 
o f the Great M tgol, which is com­
monly call’d India, or lndoftan. I have 
not meafur’d it Mathematically 5 but 
to fpeakof it according to the ordina­
ry journeys of the C o u n try , after the 
rate o f three whole Months March, 
traverling from the Frontiers of the 
Kingdom  of Golkonda, as far as beyond 
Kaz,ni near Kandahar, which is the 
fir ft T ow n  of Perfia, I cannot per- 
fwade my felf otherwife, but that it 
is at leaft five times as far as from 
Parts to Lyons, that is, about five hun­
dred common Leagues.

N ext, you may pleafe to take notice, 
that o f  that vaft extent of Land, there 
are large Countries that are very fer- 
t i l , and fome of them to that degree 
( for example , that whole great King­
dom  o f Bengale') that they exceed 
thofe of Egyyt, not only upon the 

X  3 account



account of the abundance o f Rice, 
Corn, and all other things neceffary for 
life, but alfo upon the (core o f allthofe 
Commodities Co confiderable , which 
Egypt is deftitute o f , as S ilk s , 
Cottons , Indigo , and Co many 
others, fufficiently related by A u­
thors.

M oreover, that of thefc fame 
Countries there are many that are 
well enough peopled and cultivated, 
and where Trades-men , though na­
turally very lazy there , are not 
wanting , either from neceflity or 
other Catifes, to apply themfelves 
to work , as to Taphferies, Embroi - 
deries, Cloth of Gold and S ilver, 
and to all thofe kinds of Silk and C ot­
ton Manufa&ures , that are ufed 
in the Countrey, or tranfported to 
6ther parts.

You may further obferve, how 
that Gold and Silver circulating as 
it were upon the Earth, comes at laft 
in part to be fwallowed up in this 
jtfdcjtart. For o f that which comes

out



out o f America, , and is difperfed 
through the feveral Kingdoms of 
our Europe, w e k n o w , that one part 
is carried into Turky many w ayes, 
for the Commodities drawn thence; 
and that another part is conveyed 
into Per ft a , by the way o f Sm yrna , 
for the Silks afforded there : That 
ali Turky generally needs Coffee , 
which comes out of Hyeman or Hap­

py A ra b ia , and is the common 
D rin k  o f the Turks : That the
fame Turky as well as Hyeman 
and Per ft a cannot be without the 
Commodities o f India • and that 
thus all thofe Countries are obli­
ged to carry to Moka over the Red- 
Sea , near Babelm andel • and to Baf- 
fora the utmoft part o f the Perfian- 
G u lf • and to Bandar-Abbafi, or Go- 
moron near to Ormus , a part -of 
that Gold and Silver , that had 
been brought into their C ou n try, to 
be thence tranfported into Indojlan , 
in Veffels, that yearly, in the feafon 
pf the M ounfons, come purpofely to 

X  4 thofe
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thofe three famous parts: That on the 
other hand , all thofe Ships o f India, 
whether they be Indian ones, or Dutch, 
or Englifb, or Portuguese, that every 
year Tranfport Merchandize out of 
Indcslan to Pegu, Tanafferi , Siam, 
Ceilan y Achem, Macaffer, the Mal­
dives , M ofam bieand other places , 
bring back alfo much Gold and Sil­
ver from all thofe Countries, which 
meets w ith the fame D eftiny, that 
the other doth: That of that quan­
tity of Gold and Silver which the 
Hollanders draw from Japan. ( which 
is ftored with Mines) a part alfo 
comes to be at length difcharged 
in this Indojlan ; And that laftly 
what is carried thither dire&ly by 
Sea , whether from Portugal, En­
gland, or Prance, feldom comes back 
from thence but in Merchandife , 
the reft remaining there, as the for­
mer.

I very well k n o w , that it may bq 
faid , that this Indojlan needs C opper, 
C lo ves, N utm egs, Cinamon, Ele­
phants, and fundry other th in g s ,

which



which the Hollanders carry thither 
from Japan , the Moluccpues, Ceil an , 
and Europe ; as alfo that it hath oc- 
cafion for Lead, which in part , it 
is furnilh’d with out of England • like- 
wife for Scarlet, which it hath from 
fram e• Moreover, that it ftands in 
need of a good number o f Horles, 
it being certain, that from the fide 
Qf Usbec it receives yearly more than 
2500. That out of Perfta alto it is 
furnilhed with abundance of the 
ifame 5 as alfo out o f Ethiopia , 
A r a b ia , the Ports of Moka, Bajfo- 
ra , and Bander-abbafy : Befides that 
it needs that ftore of frelh F ru it, 
which comes thither from Samar­
kand , Ball-bocara , and Perfta, as 
M elons, Apples, Pears, and Grapes, 
that are fpent at Dehli, and bought 
at great Rates , almoft all the 
W inter long 5 as well as dry F ru it, 
which are had there all tne year 
long , and come from the fame 
Countries , as Almonds , Pifta- 
ch e s, N u ts , Prunes, Abricots , 
Raifins , and the like : And that

la ftly ,



laftly, it wants thofe little fea-eockles 
o f the Maldives , which ferve for 
common Coyn in Bengale , and in 
fome other places 5 as alfo Amber- 
griece, carried thither from the laid 
Maldives and Mofambic, Rhinoceros- 
horns, Elephants-teeth, Musk, Chi- 
na-di/hes, Pearls of Bahare» , and 
Tutucoury near Ceilan; and , I know  
not of how many other things o f this 
kind.

But all this makes not the Gold and 
Silver to go out o f that Em pire, be- 
caufe the Merchants at their return 
freight their (hips with the Commo­
dities of the C o u n try , finding a bet­
ter account by fo doin g, than if  they 
Ifiould bring back M oney, fo that that 
hinders n o t, but that Indoftan proves, 
as we have faid, a kind of abyfs for a 
great part of the Gold and Silver of 
the W orld, which finds many ways 
to enter there, and almoft none to 
ifliie thence.

In a w ord , you may take notice, 
that this Great Mogol makes himfelf 
heir o f  the Omrahs or Lords, and of

the



the Manjeb-dars, or petty Lords, that 
are in his Pay5 and (which is of very 
great confequence) that all the Lands 
o f that Empire are his propriety , 
excepting fome Houles and Gardens, 
which he give’th leave to his Subjects 
to fell, divide, or buy amongft them, 
as they lhall think fit.

Thefe are the things, which fuf- 
ficiently {how, both that there mull 
needs be a very great ftore of Gold and 
Silver in IndoBxn, though there be no 
M ines; and alfothat the Great Mogol, 
the Soveraign of the farfie , at lealt, 
o f  the beft part of i t , hath immenfe 
Revenues and Riches.

But on the other hand, there are 
> alfo many things to beobferved, which 

are a poii’e to thefe Riches. The firft, 
that among thofe vaft tra&s of Land 
there is m uch, which is nothing but 
fand and fterill Mountains, little T il­
led or Peopled: That even of thofe 
that would be fertile , there is much, 
that is not ufed for want of Workmen, 
fome of which have perilh’d by the too 
eyil treatment of the Governours

who
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w ho often take from them their necel- 
fary lively-hood, and fometimes their 
very Children whom they make flaves 
when they are not able, or are unwil­
ling to p ay: Others have abandoned 
the Field for the fame reafon, and de- 
fponding out of theconfideration that 
they labour’d only for others, have caft 
themfelves into Tow ns or into Arm ies, 
to ferve there for Porters, or w aiting 
men , and many have fled to the lands 
o f the Rajas, becaufe there they found 
lefs tyranny, and more kindnefs.

The fecond, i s , That in this fame 
extent of Country there are fundry 
Nations, which the Mogol is not full 
Mafter o f , moft of them retaining 
yet their particular Sovereigns and 
Lords, that obey him n ot, nor pay 
him tribute but from conftraint; ma­
ny , that do little =, fome that do no­
thing at all 5 and fome alfo, that re­
ceive tribute from him , as we lhall 
fee anon. Such are thofe petty Sove­
reigns , that are feated on the Fron­
tiers o f Perfix, who almoft never pay 
him any th in g, no more than they do

to
, ' , ) - s \ :



to the King of Per fa :  As alfo the Pa- 
louche s and Augans, and other Moun- 
tineers, of whpm alfo the greateft 
part pay him but a Imall m atter, and 
even care but very little for him 1 
witnefs the affront they did him, w hen 
they flopp’d his whole Arm y by cut­
ting off the W ater , which they kept 
back w ithin the Mountains, when he 
paffed from Atek on the River Indus to 
Cahoul, to lay liege to Kandahar - not 
differing the W ater to run down into 
the Fields, where was the High-way, 

/ t i l l  they had received prefents, al­
though they asked them by w ay of 
Alm s. Such are alfo the Patans, a 
Mahumetau People, iffued from the 
fide o f the River Ganges towards Ben- 
gale . who before the Invafion o f the 
Megols in India, had taken their time 
to °make themfelves potent in many 
places, and chiefly at Dehli, and to 
render many Rajas thereabout their 
Tributaries. Thefe Patans are fierce 
and w arlike, and even the meaneft 
o f  them, though they be waiting 
men and porters, are ftill o f a very

high



high fp ir itb e in g  often heard to fay 
by way of fwearing; Let me never be 
King of D eh li, i f  it.be not fo : A  Peo­
ple that defpife the Indians, Heathen , 
and Mogols, and mortally hate the laft, 
ftill remembring what they were for­
merly, before they-were by them dri­
ven away from their large Principa­
lities , and conftrained to retire hither 
and thither , far from Vohli, and Agra, 
into the Mountains, where now they 
are fetled, and where fome of them 
have made themfelves petty Sove­
reigns , like Rajas , but of finall 
ftrength.

Such an one alfo' is the King of 
Vifapour, who pays to the Magol no­
thing, and is always in W ar with 
him 3 maintaining himfelf in his 
Country , partly by his own forces, 
partly becaufe he is very remote from 
Agra and D ehli, the ordinary places o f 
Refidence o f the Great Mogol; partly 
alfo becaufe his Capital City Kifapeur 
isftrong and of difficult accefs to an 
A r m y , by reafon of the ill W aters 
and the want Forrage on the w a y ;

and



and partly becaufe many Rajas joyn 
w ith  him for their common defence, 
as did the famous Seva-gi, who not 
long fincc came pillaging and burning 
that rich Sea-port , Suratte,  and who 
fometimes w ill pay little or no T ri­
bute.

Such is likwife that potent and rich 
King o f Gelkenda , who under-hand 
gives Money to the King of Vi favour, 
and hath always an Army ready on 
the Frontiers for his own defence, 
and for the afliftance of Vifapour, in 
cafe he find him too much prelfed.

O f the like fort are more than an 
hundred Rajas, or confiderablc Hea­
then Sovereigns, difperfed through 
the whole Empire , feme near t o , o- 
thers remote from Agra and Debit: 
amongft whom there are about fifteen 
or fixteen that are very rich and puif- 
fant 5 fuch as is Rana ( who formerly 
was, as ’tw ere, Emperour of the Ra­
ja s • and w hoisfaidto be of the Pro­
geny of King Pcrw; )  jeffeigtt* and 
jejfom feign £ , which are fo great and 
powerful, that i f  they three alone

ftiould



ftiould combine, they would hold him 
tack 5 each of them being able, in a 
very Ihort time to raife and bring into 
the Field Twenty five thoufand Horfe, 
better Troops than the Mogols. Thefe
Caveliers are Galled Ragipouts, or the 
Children of Rajas. They are m en, 
who, as I have elfewhere faid, carry 
Swords from Father to Son, and to 
whom the Rajas allot Land , on condi­
tion to be always ready to appear on 
Horfeback, when the Raja commands. 
They can endure much hardfhip, and 
they want nothing to make them good 
Souldiers, but good Order and Dif- 
cipline.

The third thing to be noted is,' 
that the Mogol is a M ahum etan , not 
of the Sed  called chias , who follow 
jly  and his off-fpring, ( fuch as the 
Perftans are, and confequently the 
greateft part of his Court 5 ) but o f 
that , which follows Ofinan , and 
thence are called Ofmanlys, fuch as the 
Turks are. Befides, that he is a (Gran­
g e r , being o f the Race of T am erlan , 
who was the head of thofe Mogols ,

that
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that about the year 14 0 1, over-ran 
India, where they made themfelves 
M afters: fo that he is in a Country, 
almoft: all hoftile * and that the more , 
becaufe not only for one Mogol, but in 
general, for one Mahumetan  ̂there are 
hundreds o f Gentiles or Heathen- 
which obligeth him , conftantly to 
entertain (for his defence among fo 
many Dom eftick and Potent Enemies, 
and againft the Persians and Usbecks, 
hisNeighbours )  very great Arm ies, 
whether in time of Peace or W ar , as 
w ell about his Perfon as in the Field; 
as well o f the People of the Countrey, 
( Rajas and Patans, ) as chiefly Mogoli- 
ans, or at leafl: efteemed fuch becaufe 
they are W h ite , and Mahumetans- 
which fufficeth at prefent; his Court 
being no more now as ’twas at firft, 
confifting altogether of true Mogols - 
but a mixture of all forts of Arrangers, 
Usbecks, Perfians, Arabians , and 
Turks, or their Children • but w ith 
this diftin&ion, that the Children o f 
the third or fourth generation, and 
that have taken the Brown colour, 

Y  and
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and the foft humour o f the C ountrey, 
are not fo much efteem’d as the new 
comers? being alfo feldom raifed to 
publick Offices ? but counting them- 
felves happy, if  they may lerve as 
fimple Horfemen or Foot.

O f thefe Armies I am n o w  going 
to give you fome defcription, that 
thereby knowing the great expences, 
which the Grand Mogol is obliged to 
be a t , you may the better judge o f 
fas true Riches ? let us firft take a view 
o f the Field M ilitia, he is neceffita- 
ted to maintain.

The chief thereof are the Rajas, 
fudl as Jejfeigm , JeJJentfeigw, and 
many others, to whom he allows 
very great penfions to have them ah 
ways ready with a certain number of 
Ragiputs, efteeming them like Om- 
rahs, that is , like other Strangers, 
and CWahumetan Lords? both in the 
Arm y, that is always about his perfon, 
and in thofe alfo, that are in the Field. 
Thefe Rajas are generally obliged to 
the fame things, that the Qmrahs are, 
even to the point of keeping guard ?

yet



yet with this diftin&ion, that they 
keep not the guard within the Fortrefs, 
as thofe, but w ith ou t, under their 
Tents • they not liking to be fhut up 
twenty four hours in a Fortrefs, nor 
fo much as ever to go thither but well 
attended w ith  Men refolute to be cut 
in pieces for their fervice 5 as hath 
appeared, \frhen they have been ill 
dealt w ithal.

T h e  Mogol is obliged to keep thefe 
Rajas in his fervice for fundry reafons. 
T h e firft y becaufe the Militia o f the 
Rajas is very good (as wasfaid above,) 
and becaufe there are Rajas, (as was 
intimated alfo) one of whom can bring 
into the Field above 25000 men. 
The Second, the better to bridle the 
other Rajas, and to reduce them to rea~ 
fon , when they cantonize, or when 
they refufe to pay tribute, or when out 
of fear or other caufe they will not go 
out o f their Country to the Arm y , 
when the Mogol requireth it. The 
th ird , the better to nourilh jealou- 
fies and keennefs amongft them , by 
Favouring and Carelfing the one 

Y  2 more
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more than the other, w hich is done 
to that degree, that they proceed to 
fight with one another very frequently.

Thefourth, to employ them againft 
the Pat am, or againft his ow n Omrahs 
and Governours, in cafe any o f them 
fhould rife.

The fifth , to employ them againft 
the King of Golkonda, when he refu- 
feth to pay his tribute, or when he 
w ill defend the King of Vifupour, or 
fame Rajas his neighbours, which the 
Megol hath a mind to rifle, or to make 
his tributaries; the Mogol in the thole 
cafes not daring to truft his Omrahs 
overmuch, who moft are Per fa n s , 
and not of the fame Religion with 

.h im , but Chi as, like the Kings of
PerfiA  and G e lk  on d a .

Jhefixth, and the moft confidera- 
Meof all , is, to employ them againft 
the Perfians upon occafion • not daring 
then alfo to confide in his Omrahs, 
who for the greateft part, as was juft 
now  faid, are Perfians, and confcquent- 
ly have no ftomach to Fight againft 
their natural K in g ; and the lefs, be-

caufe



caufe they believe him "to be their 
Imam, their Caliph or high Prieft, 
defeended from Alŷ  and againft whom 
therefore they believe they cannot 
make W ar without a crime o ra  great 
fin.

The Megol is farther obliged to en­
tertain fome fat am for the fame, or 
fomewhat like reafons, that he doth 
the Rajas.

A t laft he mull: entertain that ftran- 
ger Militia of the Mogols, that w e 
have taken notice o f : And as this is 
the main ftrength of his State, and 
which obliges him to incredible char­
ges , me thinks it will not be amifs 
to defcribe to y o u , o f what nature 
it is , though I fhould be fomewhat 
long in doing it.

Let us therefore confider, i f  you 
pleafe, this llranger M ilitia, both 
Cavalry and Infantry, as divided into 
two • the one being always near the Mo- 
gols Perlon • the<tf^r,difperfed up and 
down in the feveral Provinces. And 
in the Cavalry that is about his Perfon, 
let us firft take notice of the Omrahs ■ 

Y  3 then,
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then, of the M^nfebdars 5 next, o f  the 
Jleufindars - laft of a ll , o f  the Ample 
Horfemen. From thence let us pro­
ceed to the Infantry, in w hich w e ftiall 
confider theMufquetiers, and all thofe 
men on foot that attend the Ord­
nance; where fomething w ill occur 
to be faid of their Artillery.

It is not to be thought, that the Om- 
rahs or Lords of the Mogbl’s Court are 
Sons of great Families , as in France ■ 
A ll the Lands of that Empire being the 
Mogol's propriety, it follows, that there 
are neither Dutchies, nor Marquifats > 
nor any Family Rich in Land, and 
fubfiftingof its own income and patri­
mony. And often enough they are 
not fo much as Omrabs Sons, becaufe 
the King being Heir of all their 
Eftates, it is coniequent that the Hou- 
fes cannot fubfift long in their great- 
nefs *, on the contrary, they often fait 
and that on a hidden , infomuch that 
the Sons, or at leaft the Grandfons of 
a Potent Omrah are frequently, af­
ter the death of their Father, redu­
ced in a manner to Beggery , and

ob-, -4



obliged to lift themfelves under fome 
Omr&h for Ample Horfemen. JTis 
true, that ordinarily the Mogol leaves 
fome fmall pen (ion to the W id o w , 
and often alfo to the Children - o r , i f  
the Father liveth too lo n g , he may by 
particular favour advance them fooner, 
elpecially if  they be proper men, w hite 
o f Face, having as yet not too much o f  
the Indian Complexion and tem per, 
and fo paffing yet for true zMogols: 
Though this advancement by favour 
do always proceed in a flow pace- it 
being almoft a general cuftom, that a 
man rauft pafs from fmall Pays and 
fmall Places to great ones. Thefe Om- 
rahs then are commonly but Adven­
turers and Strangers o f all forts of N a­
tions, fuch as I have faid5 w hich 
draw  one another to this C o u rt; men 
o f a mean defcent, fome of them flaves; 
moft o f them without inftru&ion, 
which the Mogol thus raifeth to dig­
nities as he thinks good, and degrades 
them again, as he pleafeth. s

Amongft thefe Omrahs, fome are 
Hazary, others Dou Hazary, others 

Y  4 Penge,
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Tenge, Hecht 5 and Deb H*znry, and 
even (fuch as was the the Kings eldeft 
Son) Dovazdeb Htzary, that is to fay, 
Lord of a thoufand Horfe, of two 
thoufand, five thoufand, feven, ten, and 
tweive thoufand 5 their pay being lefs 
or more in proportion to the number 
of Horfes 5 I fay, ©f Horfes, becaufe 
they are not paid in refpeCt o f the 
Horfemen, but of the Horfe • the Om- 
rabs having power to entertain Horfe­
men of two Horfes a m an, to be the 
better able to fervc in the hot Coun- 
trys, where ’tis a common faying, that 
the Horfeman that hath but one Horfe, 
is more than half a Footman. Yet we 
muft not think, that they are obliged 
to entertain, or that the King effective­
ly pays Jo many Horfe , as thefe 
great names of Dovazdeb or Hecht Hx- 

s ziry do impart, that is, iaooo or 8000 
Horfe. Thefe are fpecious Names, 
to amufe and attra& Strangers; the 
King determines the number of Hor­
fes in actual fervice, which they are 
bound to entertain , pays them ac­
cording to this number; and befides

that,



that, hepayes them a certain number 
which they are not bound to entertain- 
and this is that which ordinarily makes 
the principal part o f  their penfions- 
not to fpeak o f what they finger out o f 
the pay of every Horfeman , and o f 
the number of theHorfes *7 which cer­
tainly amounts to very confiderable 
Penfions efpecially if they can ob­
tain good Jab-gbirs, that is, good Lands 
for their Penfion. For I fa w , that 
the Lord , under whom I w a s , that 
w as a Penge-hAzary , or one of five 
thoufand Horfe, and who was only 

* obliged to entertain five hundred in ef- 
fe<5f ,  had, after all his Cavalry was 
paid, remaining for his Penfion near 
five thoufand Crowns a Month 5 
though he was Nagdy, that is, paid 
in Money drawn out of theTrealury, 
as all thofe are, that have not Lands. 
Yet notwithstanding all thefe great 
Penfions, I fee none but very few that 
are rich, but many that are uneafie 
and indebted: N ot that they are ruined 
by keeping too plentiful Tables, as 
elfewhere great Lords frequently are5

but
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but that which exhaufteth them, are 
the great Prefents which they are ob­
liged to make to the King at certain 
Eeftivals o f the year, every one after 
the rate of his p ay; n ext, the vaft 
expences they mnft be at for entertain­
ing their W ives, Servants, Cam els, 
and many Horfes of great value, which 
they keep in their particular Sta­
bles.

The number of the Omruhs, as well 
of thofe, that are in the Field in the 
Provinces and Arm ies, as of thofe 
that are at the Court, is very great. I 
I never could precifely learn it ;  nor is 
it determined: But I have never feen 
lefs of them at Court, than twenty five 
or thirty, that are thus Penfionaries 
according to a greater or leffer num­
ber o f Horfes to be entertain’d by them, 
from 12000 downward to iooo.Thefe 
are the Omrahs, that arrive to the Go­
vernments and principal Offices of the 
Court and Armies- that are, as they 
fpeak, the Pillars of the Empire, and 
that keep up the fplendor of the Court; 
never going abroad, but richly deck’d,

fome:



fometimes riding on Elephants, fome- 
times on Horfeback, fometimes carri­
ed in a Vdeky or C hair, commonly at­
tended by a good number of Horfe- 
men, to w it , o f thofe that have the 
guard at that time, as alfb by many 
Foot-men, marching before and on his 
fideSj to make w ay, to drive away the 
Flies, to take off the duff with Pea- 
cocks-tails, to carry water for drink, 
and fometimes Books of Accounts, or 
other Papers.

A ll thofe that are at Court, are ob­
liged, under a confiderable penalty, to 
come tw ice every day to falute the 
King in the Alfembly, once about ten 
or eleven a C lo ck  in the m orning, 
when he renders Juftice ; and tffeie- 
cond tim e, about fix hours at night. 
They are alfo obliged by turns to keep 
the guard in the Caftle once a w eek , 
during twenty four hours. Thither 
they carry at that time their Beds, Ta- 
pifferies and other Moveables, the 
King furnifhing them w ith nothing 
but provifions of Meat and D rin k, 
which they receive w ith great reve­
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rence, making a treble obeifance,with 
their face turned to his Apartm ent, 

'  their hands down to the ground, and 
then lifted up upon their heads. Bc- 
lides, they are obliged on horfeback to 
follow the King whitherioever he 
marcheth in any weather, rainy or du­
lly, whether he be carried in his C h air, 
or on an Elephant, or a Field-Throne, 
which laft is done by eight men carry­
ing him on their fhoulders,eight others 
marching on his fide, to relieve the 0- 
thersj himfelf being in all Marches 
well cover’d from the inconveniencies 
o f the weather, whether he go to war, 
or to hunt, or toexercife his Souldiery. 
And this attendance thofe Omrxbs are 
to give, except fome of them be exemp­
ted by the Mogol becaufe o f their pecu­
liar Offices, or upon the account of 
ficknefs or old age, or to avoid emba- 
rafment, as commonly ’tis pra&ifed, 
when he goeth only to fome neighbou­
ring T ow n to hunt, or to fome houfe' 
o f  pleafure, or to the Mofquee, there 
being then feldom any about him but 
thofe that keep the Guard that day.

Mar,-



Manfebdars are Cavaliers o f Man- 
feb, which is particular and honoura­
ble pay 5 not lb great indeed as that o f 
the Qmrahs, but much greater than 
that of the others; they being efteem- 
ed as little Omrahs, and o f the rank o f 
thole, that are raifed to that dignity.

Thefe acknowledge alfo none for 
their Head but the K in g, and they 
are generally obliged to whatever w e 
have faid the Omrahs are. In a word , 
they would be true Omrahs, i f  they 
h ad , as divers heretofore have had, 
fome Horfemen under them 5 whereas 
they have ordinarily but t w o , four, 
or fix Horfes having the Kings n^ark-, 
and their pay goes no higher than from 
200, to 600 or 700 Rottfies a Month. 
T heir number alfo is not fixed, but 
m uch exceeds that o f the Omrahs, 
there being of them at the Court al­
ways tw o or three hundred, befides 
thofe that are in the Provinces and 
Armies.

Rouzindars are alfo a fort o f C ava­
liers , but fuch as have their pay by 
the day, (as the word it lelf imports)

w h ich



which yet fometimes is greater than 
that of many ManfeUars^but not fo ho­
nourable 5 but then they are not bound, 
as the Manfebdars, to take at a fet price 
(which fometies is not too reafonable) 
o f thofe Tapifferies and other Houfe- 
hold-ftuff, that hath ferved for the 
Kings Pallace.' Their number is very 
great - they enter into the meaner 
Offices, many of them being Clerks, 
under-Clerks, Signet-men, and the 
like.

Simple Cavaliers, are thole, that are 
under the Omrahs • amongft whom the 
moft confiderable and having moft 
Pay are thofe, that have two Horfes 
marked on the Leg with the mark of 
their Omrah. Their Pay is not abfo- 
lutely fixed , but depends chiefly from 
the generality o f the Omrah, who 
may favour whom he pleafeth. Yet 
the Mogol’s intention i s > that the Pay 
of a Ample Cavalier or Horfeman be 
no lefs than tw enty five Roupies or 
thereabout a M onth, ftating his ac- 
cound with the Omrahs upon that 
Foot.

The



The pay of the Foot is the leaft; 
and their Mufquetiers are pitiful men, 
unlefs they difcharge when their Mus­
ket leans on that fmall woodden fork 
hanging to it 5 yet even then they are 
afraid of fingeing their great Beards, 
and of burning their Eyes, but moft 
o f  a ll, leaft fome Dgen or evil lpirit 
burft their Musket. Some o f thefe 
have 20 Roupies a M onth, fome 1 5 , 
fome 10. But yet there are fome 
G unners, that have great P a y , efpe- 
cia lly  thofe of the Franguis or Chrisli- 
ans, as Tortuguefes, Englifb, Dutch, 
Germans, French, that retire thither 
from  Goa, flying from Englifb and Dutch 
Companies. Heretofore when the 
Mogols did not yet know how to ma­
nage Artillery, their Pay was Very 
great. And there are yet fome o f that 
tim e, who have 200 Roupies a Month ? 
but now  they w ill reeieve none for 
more than thirty two. .

Their Artillery is of tw o forts ? the 
one is the great and heavy Artillery - 
the other the light. As for the for­

mer ,



m e r, I remember, that when the 
K ing after his Sicknefs w ent w ith his 
whole Army abroad into the Country,

- diverting himfelf every day in Hun­
tin g , fometimes o f C ran es, fome- 
times of the gray Oxen ( a kind of 
Elks) fometimes o f G azels, Leo­
pards and Lions, and making his pro- 
grefs towards Labor and Kachemire 
( that little paradife of India.) there 
to pafs the Summer, t-he Army had 
feventy pieces of Cannon, moft o f 
them eaft, not counting the tw o or 
three hundred Cam els, carrying each 
a fmall Field-piece of the bignefs o f a 
good double Musket, faftned to thofe 
Animals. The other light Artillery 
is very brave and well order’d , confi- 
ftingof fifty or fixty fmall Field-pieces 
all of Brats, each mounted on a little 
Chariot, very fine and well painted, 
with a fmall Coffer before and behind 
for the Powder , drawn by two very 
fair Horfes, driven by a Coachman 
like a Caleche , adorned with a number 
o f fmall red Streamers, each having 
a third Horfe , ledby the Chariot for 
jrelief. The-



The great Artillery could not al- 
wayes follow the King, who often left 
the High-way, and turn’d fometimes 
to the right,fometimes to the left hand, 
crofting the fields, to find the true pla­
ces for Game, and to follow the courle 
of the Rivers. That therefore was to 
keep the High way to go the more ea- 
fily , and to avoid the embarafments, 
which it would have met with in the 
ill palfages, efpecially in thofe Boat- 
Bridges made to pals Rivers. The light 
Artillery is infeparable from theperfon 
o f  the King, it marcheth away in the 
morning, when the King comes but 
of his Tent, and whereas he common­
ly goes a little alide into the places for 
game, this Artillery palfethon ftraight 
w ith all poflible fpeed, to be in time 
at the Rendez-vous, and there to ap­
pear before the Kings Tent, which is 
there made ready the day before 5 as are 
alfo the Tents of the great Omrahs: 
And this whole Artillery giveth a vol­
ley juft when the Kihg enters into his 
T e n t, thereby to give notice to the 
Arm y of his arrival.

Z The
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The Militia of the Field is not dif­
ferent from that which is about the 
K ing: There are every where Omrahsy 
Manfebdars , Roufwdarsy fimple Horfe- 
m en, and Foot and Artillery w h e n ­
ever any War is made. The difference 
is only in the number, which is much 
greater in the Field-Army, than in  the 
other. For that Army alone, w hich  
th&Mogol is conftrained perpetually to 
maintain in Pecan, to bridle the potent 
King of Golkonda, and to make W ar 
upon the King of rtfapour, and upon 
all the Raja's that joyn with him, muft 
confift at leaft o f twenty or twenty 
five thoufand H orfe, lometimes of 
thirty.

The Kingdom of Kabml, for its or- • 
dinary Guard againft the Per[tansy Ah- 
gans, Balouchesy and I know not how 
many Mounteniers, requireth at leaft 
fifteen thoufand. The Kingdom o f 
Kachmire, more than four thoufand • 
and the Kingdom of Bengale, much 
more ; not counting thofe that are em­
ployed in the W a r , -which muft al- 
rnoft ahyayes be maintained on that

fide 5



fide 5 nor thqfe which the Governors 
o f the feveral Provinces do need for 
their defence, according to the parti­
cular extent and fituation of their Go­
vernments • which maketh an incre­
dible number.

Not to mention the Infantry (which 
is inconfiderable) I am apt to believe 
with many others, well informed o f 
thefe matters, that the number of the 
Horfe in a&ual fervice about the Kings 
perfon, comprehending theCavalry of 
the Rajas and P^#.f,mounteth to thir­
ty  five or forty thoufand-, and that this 
number, joynedto thofe that is abroad 
in the Field , may make tw o hundred 
thoufand, and better.

I lay, that the Infantry is inconfide­
rable ; for I can hardly believe, that 
in the Army which is about the King, 
comprifing the Mufquetiers „ and all 
the Gunners and their M ates, and 
whatever ferves in this A rtillery, can 
amount to much more than fifteen 
thoufand whence you may make a 
near guefs, what the number o f 
the Foot muft be in the Field. So 
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that I know not whence to take that 
prodigious number of Foot, which 
feme do reckon in the Armies o f 
the Great Mogci , urtlefs it be , 
that with this true Souldiery they 
confound all the Serving-men and V i­
ctuallers, that follow the Army 5 for 
in that fence I fhould eafily believe, 
that they had realon to reckon tw o or 
three hundred thoufand men in that 

' Army alone which is with the King, 
and tometimes more 5 efpecially when 
Tis certain , that he is to be long ab- 
fent from the Capital C ity : which 
w ill not feem fo ftrangeto him , that 
confiders the multitude and confufion 
of Tents,. Kitchens, Baggage, W o­
men, Elephants, Cam els, O xen , 
Horfes, Waiting-men, Porters, Forra- 
gers, Vi&ualers, Merchants of all forts, 
that muft follow the Arm y 5 nor to 
him , that knows the State and parti­
cular Government of that Countrey, 
wherein the King is the foie proprietor 
o f all the Lands of the Kingdom; 
whence it neceffarily follows, that a 
Whole Metropolitan C ity, fuch as Deh-

b



ly and Agra, liveth of altnoft nothing 
but of the Souldiery,and is confequent- 
ly obliged to follow the King when he 
takeththe Field; thofe Towns being 
nothing lefs than Paris, but indeed no 
otherwile governed than a Camp o f  
Armies a little better and more conve­
niently lodged than in the open Field.

Befides all thefe things, you may 
alfo conftder, if  youpleale, that gene­
rally all this M ilitia, which I have 
been reprefenting to you , from the 
greateft Omrah, to the meaneft Souldi- 
e r , is indifpenfably paid every tw o 
months .'th e Kings pay being its foie 
refuge and relief; nor can its pay be de­
ferred there, as ’tis fometimes with us$ 
where, when there are prefling oeca- 
fions of the State, a Gentleman , an 
Officer, and even a iimple Cavalier , 
can flay a while, and maintain himfeif 
of his own Stock, Rents and the In­
comes of his Land. But in the Mo­
od's Countrey, all mull be paid at the 
time prefix’d , or all disbands and 
ftarves, after they have fold that little 
they have ; as I law in this laft W ar , 

Z j  that



i6o ipto$oftije<25mptte
that many were going to do, i f  it had 
not foon ceafed. And this the more, 
becaufethat in all this M ilitia there is 
almoft no Souldier that hath not wife 
and children, fervants and Haves, that 
look for this pay, and have no other 
hope of relief. And hence it is, that 
many wonder, confidering the huge 
number of perfons living of pay(which 
amounts to millions) whence luch vaft 
Revenues can be had for fuch exceflive 
Charges: Although this need not to 
be lo much wondred at, confidering 
the Riches of the Empire, the peculiar 
Government of the State, and the 
faid univerfal propriety of the Sove- 
feign.

You may add to all th is , that the 
Grand Mogul keeps nigh him at T>chly 
and Agra, and thereabout, tw o  or three 
thoufand brave Horfes, to be always 
ready upon occafion; as alfo eight or 
nine hundred Elephants , and a vaft 
number of Mules, Horfes, and Por­
ters, to carry all the great Tents 
and their Cabinets , to carry his 
W ives , K itchens, Houlhold-ftufF,

Ganges-



Ganges-W ater, and all the other 
Neceffaries for the Field, which he 
hath always about him as i f  he were 
at home 5 things not abfolutely necef- 
fary in our Kingdoms.

To this may be added thole incredi­
ble Expences upon the Seraglio , 
more indifpenfable than w ill be eafi- 
ly believed- that vaft ftore o f fine 
Linnen , C loth of G old, Embroide­
ries , S ilks, M usk, Amber , Pearls , 
.fweet ElTences, &c. confumed there.

A ll thefe Charges being put to­
gether, and compared w ith the Re­
venues the Mogol may be thought to 
h a v e , it w ill be ealie to ju d g e , 
wliether he be indeed fo very rich, as 
he is made to be. A s for me, I ve­
ry well know, that it cannot be de­
nied , that he hath very great Reve­
nues 5 I believe, he hath more alone 
than the Grand, Seignior and the King 
o f Perjia both together: But then, 
to believe all thole extravagant Sto­
ries made o f the vaftnefs o f his Re- 
venues, is a thing I could never d o : 
And if I Ihould believe the beftpart 
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of them, ,yet fhould I not believe 
him in effect and truly fo rich, as the 
W orld rings o f h im ; unlefs a man 
would fay, that a Treafurer, whore- 
ceiveth great fums o f Money from one 
hand at the fame time when he is ob­
liged to disburfe them to another, 
were therefore truly rich. For my 
part, I fhould count that King rich 
indeed, who, without oppreffing and 
impoverifhing his People too m uch, 
fhould have a Revenue fufficient to 
keep a Great and Gallant C ourt (af­
ter the manner of that o f ours, or 
otherwife) and a Militia fufficient 
both to guard his K in gd om , and to 
make an important W  ar for divers 
years againft his Neighbours * as al- 
fo to fheW liberality, to build fome 
Royal Edifices, and to make thofe 
other Expenees which Kings are wont 
to make according to their particu­
lar Inclinations 5 and w ho, befides all 
th is, fhould be able to put up in his 
Treafury, for a Referve, Sums big 
enough to undertake and maintain a 
good W ar for fome years. N o w  I 
?V _ am



am apt enough to believe , that the 
Great Mogol enjoyeth very near thefe 
Advantages, but I cannot perfwade 
my felf, that he hath them in that ex­
cels , as' is thought and pretended. 
Thofe vaft and unevitable Expences, 
that I have taken notice o f, w ill cer­
tainly incline you to my opinion w ith ­
out any other confideration  ̂ but you 
will doubtlefs be altogether of m y 
m ind, when I lhall have reprefented 
to you thefe two things, which I am 
very well informed of.

The one i s , that the Great Mogol, 
now reigning, about the end of this 
laft Revolution, though the King- 

. dom was every where in peace ( ex­
cept in Bengale, where Suit an-Su] ah 
yet held o u t) was much perplexed 
where to find means for the fubli- 
ftence of his A rm ies, though they 
were not fo well paid as at other 
times, and the W ar lafted no lon­
ger than five years or thereabout, 
and though alfo he had laid hold o f 
a good part o f theTreafury of his Fa­
ther Chah-Jehan.

T h e



i<?4 of tty empire
The other is , That all this Treafure 

o f chah-jehm , who was very fru gal, 
and had Reigned above forty Years 
without confiderable W a rs , never 
mounted to fix Kourours o f  Roupies. 
A  Roupy is about tw enty nine pence. 
An hundred thoufand o f them  make 
a Lccqtte , and an hundred Lscques

* So that the fix make one Kwour. * *T is 
Kourours would true, I d o  not compre- 
mah‘ about fevtn hend in this greatTrea- 
half Englifh Mo- mre that great abun- 
mj. dance o f Gold-fmiths
w o rk , fo varioufly w rought in Gold 
and Silver * nor that vaft ftore of 
p recio u s Stones and Pearls o f a very 
high value. I doubt, whether there 
be any King in the W orld that hath 
more. The Throne alone, cover’d 
with them, is valued at leaft three 
K o u ro u rs, if I remember aright 5 But 
then, it is to be confider’d alfo, that 
they are the fpoils of thofe ancient 
Princes, the Rut ms and Rajas, ga­
thered and piled u p  from Immemorial 
tim es, and ftill increafing from one 
King to another,by the Pretents which

the



the Omraks are obliged yearly at cer­
tain Feftival-days to make h im ; and 
which are efteemed to be the Jewels 
o f the C ro w n , which it would be 
criminal to touch , and upon which 
a King of Mogol in cafe o f necefllty 
would find it very hard to procure the 
leait Sum.

But before I conclude, I {hall take 
notice, whence it may proceed, th a t' 
though this Empire of Mogol be thus 
an Abyfs o f Gold and Silver, ( as hath 
beenfaid,) yet notwithstanding there 
appears no more of it among the Peo­
ple, than elfewhere 5 yea, rather that 
the People is there lefs Monied than 
in other places.

The/ry? reafbn is , that much o f it 
is confumed in melting over and over 
all thofe Nofe and Ear-rings, C hain s, 
Finger-rings, Bracelets of Hands 
and Feet, which the W omen w ear, 
but chiefly in that incredible quantity 
of Manufactures , wherein io much- 
isfpent, w hich  is loft, as in all thofe 
Embroideries , Silk-ftufFs , enter- 
woven with Gold and Silver, Cloath >

Scarfs,
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Scarf , TurbantSj &c. of the fame: 
For generally all that M ilitia loveth 
to be guided from the Omrabs to the 
meanelt Souldiers with their W ives 
and Children , though they fhould 
ftarve at home.

The fecond, That all the Lands o f  
the Kingdom being the Kings proprie­
ty , they are given either as Benefices , 
which they call Jah-gbirs, o r , as in  
T/irky, Timurs, to men of the Militia 
for their Pay or Penfion ( as the word 
Jab-ghir imports:) Or elfe they are 
given to the Governours for their Pen­
fion , and the entertainment of their 
Troops, on condition that of the 
furplus of thofe Land-revenues they 
give yearly a certain fum to the King , 
as Farmers5 O r, laftly , the King 
referveth them for himfelf as a parti­
cular Domaine of his Houfe, which 
never or very feldom are given as fab- 
ghirs, and upon which he keeps Far­
mers , who alfo mult give him a year- 
ly fu m 5 which is to fay, that the 77- 
matlots, Governours and Farmers have 
an abfolute Authority over the Coun­

try-



try-men, and even a very great one 
over the Tradef-men and Merchants 
of the T ow n s, Boroughs, and V il­
lages , depending from them : fo that 
in thofe parts there are neither great 
Lords nor Parliaments, norPrefidial 
Courts, as amongft u s, to jreep thefe 
People in a w e ; nor Kadis or Judges 
powerful enough to hinder and reprefs 
their violence 5 Nor, in a word, any 
perfon, to whom a Country-man, 
Tradef-man , or Merchant, can make 
his complaints to, in cafes o f extor­
tion and tyranny , often pradtifed up­
on them , by the Souldiery and Go- 
vernours, who every where do im- 
punely abufe the Authority Royal , 
which they have in hand, unlefs it be 
perhaps a little in thole places that are 
near to Capital Cities, as Dehly and 
Agra, and in great Towns, and con- 
fiderable Sea-ports of the Provinces, 
whence they know that the com­
plaints can be more eafily conveyed to 
the Court. Whence it is', that all 
and every one ftand in continual fear 
pf thefe People , efpecially of the

Gover-



Governours more than any Slave doth 
o f his Matter: that ordinarily they 
affe& to appear poor and Money-leis, 
very mean in their Apparel, Lodging, 
Houfhold-ftufF, and yet more in Meat 
and Drink; that often they appre­
hend even to meddle with Trade , Jett 
they fhould be thought R ic h , and lb 
fall into the danger of being ruined ; 
So that at laft they find no other reme­
dy to fecure their W ea lth , than to 

. hide and dig their Money deep under 
Ground, thus getting out of the or­
dinary commerce of M en , and lb 
D y in g , neither the King nor the 
State having any benefit by it. W hich 
is a thing not only happens among the 
Peafants and A rtizans, but (which is 
far more confiderable) amongft all 
forts of Merchants, whether M*hu~ 
met m s  or H eathens, except fome that 
are in the Kings, or fome Omrabs P ay, 
or that have fome particular Patron 
and fupport in pow er: But principal­
ly  among the H ea th en , which are al- 
moft the only Matters of the Trade 
and M oney, infatuated w ith  the be-

lief ̂



lief, that the Gold and Silver, which 
they hide in their life-tim e, fhall ferve 
them after death. And th is, in my 
opinion, is the true realbn , why 
there appears fo little Money in Trade 
among the People.

But thence arifeth a Queftion very 
confiderable, viz. W hether it were 
not more expedient, not only for the 
Subje&s, but for the State it felf, and 
for the Sovereign, not to have the 
Prince fucb a Proprietor o f the Lands 
o f the Kingdom, as to take away the 
Meum and Tuum amongft private per­
sons; as ’tis with u s ' For my p art; 
after a ftri<ft comparing the State of 
our Kingdoms, where that Meum 
and Tuum holds, with that o f thole 
other Kingdoms, where it is n o t, I 
am thoroughly perfwaded, that it is 
much better and more beneficial for 
the Sovereign himfelf, to have it fo 
as’tis in our parts. Becaufe that in 
thofe parts where ’tis otherwise, the 
Gold and Silver is loft , as I was juft 
now obferving: There is alrnoft no 
perfon fecure from the violences o f

thofe



thofe Tim ariots, Governours, and 
Farmers: The Kings, h o w  w ell fbe- 
ver they be difpofed toward their peo­
ple, are never almoll in a condition (as 
I lately noted) to get Juftice admini- 
ftred to them, and to hinder tyran- 
nies 5 elpecially in thofe great D om i­
nions, and in the Provinces rem ote 
from the Capital Towns - W hich yet 
ought to be, as doubtlefs it is, one o f  
the chief employments and confidera- 
rations of a King. Befides, this tyran­
ny often grows to that excefs, that it 
takes away what is necelTary to the life 
o f a Peafant or Tradef-man, who is 
ftarved for hunger and mifery , who 
gets no Children, or i f  he does, fees 
them die young for want o f food* or 
that abandons his Land, and turns fome 
Cavalier’s man , or flies whither Jie 
may to his neighbours, in hopes of fin­
ding a better condition. In a word, the 
Land is not tilled but almoft by force , 
and confequently very ill, and much o f 
it is quite fpoiled and ruined, there be­
ing none to be found, that can or will 
beat the charge of entertaining the

d itches
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ditches and channels for the courfe o f 
Waters to be conveyed to neceffary 
places 5 nor any body that care to build 
Houfes, or to repair thofe that are rui­
nous •,. the Peafant reafoning thus w ith  
himfelf: W hy fhould I toil fo much for 
a Tyrant that may come to morrow to 
take all away from m e, or at leaft all 
the beft o f what I have, and not leave, 
if the fancy taketh him , fo much as to 
fuftain my life even very poorly ? And 
the Tim ariot, the Governour and 
the Farmer, will reafon thus w ith 
himfelf ? W hy fhould I beftow Mo­
ney and take pains of bettering or 
maintaining this Land, fince I muft- 
every hour exped to have it taken 
from m e, or exchanged for anotheri  
I labour neither for my felf nor 
for my Children *, and that place 
which I have thisfyear, I may perhaps 
have no more the next. Let us draw 
from it w hat w e can, whilft w e pof- 
fefs it, though the Peafant (hould breait- 
or ftarve, though the Land fhould be­
come a defert, when I am gone i <

And for this very reafon it is,that w e 
A  a fee



11% i p t o j r o f  ttje C m p tte
fee thofe vaft Eftates in Afu  go fo 
wretchedly and palpably to ruin. 
Thence it is , that throughout thofe 
parts we fee almoft no other Towns 
but made up o f earth and dirt* no­
thing but ruin’d and deferted Towns 
and Villages, orfuchas are going to 
ruin. Even thence it is, that we fee (for 
Example) thofe Mefopotamia j, Ana- 
tc'lias, Paleftinas , thofe admirable 
plains of Antioch, and fo many other 
Lands, anciently fo well tilled,fo fertile, 
and fo well peopled, at theprefent half 
deferted, untiled , and bandon’d , or 
become peftilent and uninhabitable 
bogs. Thence it is alfo, that of thofe 
incomparable Lands o f Egypt it is ob- 
ferved, that within Iefs than fourscore 
years, more than the tenth part of it is 
loft, no people being to be found, that 
will expend what isfceceffaryto main­
tain all the Channels, and to reftrain 
the River Nile from violently over­
flowing on one hand, and fo drowning 
too much the low  Lands, or from co­
vering them w ith Sand, which can­
not be removed from thence but

with



with great pains and charges. Prom 
the fame root it comes, that Arts are 
Janguifhing in thole Countries, qr at 
lealtflourifh much lefs than elfe they 
would do, or do with Us. For what 
heart aid fpirit can an Artizan have 
to ftudy w e ll , and to apply his mind 
to his w o r k , when lie fees, that 
among the people, which is for the 
moft part beggerly or w ill appear fo , 
there is none that eonfiders the good- 
nefs and neatnefs of his W o rk , every 
body looking for what is cheap < and 
that the Grandees pay them but very 
ill and when they pleafe?' The poor 
Tradefmen often thinking himfelf hap­
py, that he can get clear from them 
without the Korrah, which is that terrin 
ble whip, that hangs nigh the gate o f 
the Omrahs: Further, when he feeth 
that there is no help at all ever to come 
to any thing, as to buy an Office, or 
fome Land for himfelf and Children, 
and that even he dares not appear to 
have a peny in cafh , or to wear good 
cloaths, or to eat a good meal, for fear 
he fhould' be thought rich. And indeed 
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the beauty and exa&nefs o f  Arts had 
been quite loft in thofe parts long ago, 
if  it were not that the Kings and Gran­
dees there did give wages to certain 
Workmen, that work in their Houfes, 
and there teach their Childrenfand en­
deavour to make themfelves able in or­
der to be a little more confidered, and 
to efcape the Korrab - and if alfoit were 
n o t, that thofe great and rich Mer­
chants of Towns, who are protected 
by good and powerful Patrons, pay’d 
thole workmen a little better: I fay, a, 
little Better • for, what fine fluffs fo- 
ever w e  fee come from thofe Coun­
treys, we muft not im agine, that the 
workman is there in any honour , or 
comes to any thing •, ’tis nothing but 
meer neceflity or the cudgel,that makes 
him work, he never grows rich •, it is 
no fmall matter, when he hath where­
with to live and to cloath himfelf nar­
rowly. If their be any Money to gain 
o f  the work, that is not for h im , but 
for thofe great Merchants of Tow ns, I 
was juft now /peaking of ̂  and even 
thefe themfelves find it often difficult

enough



enough to maintain themfelves, and 
to prevent extorfion.

’Tis from the fame caufealfo, that a 
grofs and profound ignorance reigns in 
thofe States. For how is it pof- 
flble, there fhould be Academies and 
Colleges well founded , where are 
fuch Founders to be met w ith? A n d  
i f  there were any , whence were the 
Schollars to be had ? Where are thole 
that have means fufficient to main­
tain their Children in Colleges < And 
i f  there w ere, who would appear to 
be fo rich? And if they would, where 
are thofe Benefices, Preferments and 
Dignities that require knowledge and 
abilities, and that may animate young 
men to ftudy ?

Thence it is likewife, that TrafRck 
languishes in all that C ou n try , in 
comparifon of ours. For how many 
are there, that care to take pains, to run 
up and down, to write m uch, and to 
rundangerforanother,foraGovernour, 
that Shall extort, if  he be not in league 
w ith  feme considerable fword-man, 
\yhofe Have he in a manner is , and 
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that makes his own conditions w ith 
him?

It is not there , that the Kings find 
for their fervice, Prirtces, L ord s, Gen­
tlemen , Tons of rich and good Fami­
lieŝ  Officers, C i ripens, Merchants and 
even Tradef-men well-born, well-edu­
cated , and wcU-inftru&ed . men o f  
courage, that have a true affe&ion and 
refpeft for their K in g , that often live 
a great while at the Court and in the 
Arm y at their own expences, enter­
taining themfelves w ith good hopes, 
and content with the favourable af- 
pe<5t of the Prince 5 and who upon 
occafion fight manfully , covetous to 
uphold the honour of their Anceftors 
and Families. Thofe Kings, I fay, never 
fee about them but' men of nothing, 
Slaves, Ignorants, Brutes, and fuch 
Courtizans as are raifed from the duff 
to dignities, and that for want of good 
education and inftru&ion almoft al­
ways retain fomewhat of their off­
e rin g , of the temper of beggars, en­
riched, proud, unfqfferable, heartlefs, 
infenfible of honour , dif-ingenuous,

® and



and void of affe&ion and regard for 
the honour of their King &  Countrey. 
Here it is, where thofe Kings muftru- 
ine all,- to find means to defray all thofe 
prodigious Charges, which they can­
not avoid for entertaining their great 
Court, which hath no other fource to 
fubfift but their Coffers and Treafure , 
and for maintaining conftandy the vaft 
number of Souldiers, neeeflary for 
them to keep the People in fubje<5tion, 
to prevent their running a w a y , to 
make them work, and to get what is 
exacted from them, they being fo many 
Defperado’s, for being perpetually un­
der hatches, and for labouring only for 
others.

Thence it is alfo, that in’ an impor­
tant W ar that may happen ( which 
may be almoft: at all times) they muff 
almoft of neceffity fell the Government 
for ready Money and immenfeSums5 
whence chiefly that ruine and defolati- 
on comes to pafs which w e fee. For 
the Governour, which is the Buyer, 
muft not he be re-imburfed o f all thofe 
great Sums of Money, which he hath 
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taken up, perhaps the third or fourth 
part, at high intereft i  Muft not a Go- 
vernouralfo, whether he have bought 
the Government or not, find means as 
well as a Timariot and a Farmer, to 
make every year great Prefents to a Vi- 
jir , an Eunuch, a Lady o f the Seraglio, 
and to thofe other perfons, that fup- 
port him at Court i  Muft he not pay

* to the King his ufual Tributes , and 
withal enrich himfelf, that wretched 
Slave, half famifh’d and deeply in­
debted when he firft appeared, with­
out Goods, Lands, and revenues of his 
Houfe 5 fuch as they all are < Do rtdt 
they ruin all, and.lay all wafte  ̂ I mean 
thofe, that in the Provinces are like fo 
many fmall Tyrants with a boundlefs 
and unmeafured Authority, there be­
ing no body there, as hath been already 
Laid, that can reftrain th em , or to 
whom a Subjeft can have refuge, to 
fave himfelf from their tyranny and 
to obtain juftice '

’Tis true, that in the Empire of the 
Mogol the Fakea-nevis, that i s , thofe 
Perfons, w'hom he fends into the Pro­

vinces
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vinces to write to him whatever paf- 
fetH there, do a little keep the Officers 
in awe, provided they do not collude 
together ( as it almoft always hap­
pens ) to devour all 5 as alfo that the 
Governments are not there To often 
fold, nor fo openly as in Turk/; I fay, 
not fo openly ( for thofe great Prefeats, 
they are from time to time obliged to 
make, are almoft equivalent to Sales ) 
and that the Governors ordinarily re­
main longer in their Governments; 
w hich  maketh them not fo hungry, fo 
beggarly, and fo deep in debt, as thofe 
new  Com ers, and that confequently 
they do not always tyrannize over the 
people w ith  fo much cruelty; even ap­
prehending, left they lhould run away 
to the Raja's; which yet falls out very 
often.

5Tis alfo true, that in the Go­
vernments are not fo frequently nor fo 
publickly fold as in Turky • the Sons o f 
the Governors alfo fucceding often e- 
nough to their Fathers; which is alfo 
the caufe, that the people there is of­
ten not fo ill treated as in Turky, and

occa-



occafions w ith a l, that there is mote 
politenefs, and that even fome there 
are that addidl themfelves to ftudy. 
But all that is really but a flight mat­
ter 5 thofe three States of Tttrky, Per­
sia and Indoptt, forafmuch as they have 
all three taken away the \Meum and Tu- 
um as to Land and Propriety o f  pof- 
feflions (  which is the foundation o f 
whatever is good and regular in the 
world ) cannot but very near refemble 
one another: they have the fame de- 
fed!, they muft at laft, fooner or later, 
needs fall into the fame inconvenien- 
cies, which are the neceffary confe- 
quencesof it, Tyranny, Ruine , 
and Defolation.

par be it therefore, that our Mo- 
narchs of Europe ihould thus be pro­
prietors of all the Lands w hich their 
Subjedts poffefs. Their Kingdoms 
would be very far from being fo well 
cultivated and peopled, fo well built, 
fo rich, To polite and flourilhing as w e 
fee them. Our Kings are other wife 
rich and powerful $ and we muft avow 
that we are much better and more roy­

ally



ally ferved. There would be Kings o f 
Defarts and Solitudes, of Beggars and 
Barbarians, fuch as thofe are whom I 
have been reprefenting ; who,becaufe 
they w ill have all, at Taft lofe all • and 
w h o , becaufe they w ill make them- 
felves too rich,-at length find them- 
felves without riches, or, at leaftyvery 
far from that which they covet after , 
out o f their blind ambition and paftiorj 
of being more abfolute than the Laws 
of God and Nature do permit. F or, 
where would be thofe Princes, thofe 
Prelates, thofe Nobles, thofe rich C i­
tizens and great Merchants, and thofe 
famous Artizans, thofe Towns of Pa­
rts , Lyons, Thotdoufe, Rouen , London, 
and fo many others ? W here would 
be that infinite number of Burroughs 
and Villages, all thofe fair Countrey- 
houfes, and Fields, and Hillocks tilled 
and maintained with fo much indu- 
ftry, care and labour? And where 
would confequently be all thofe vaft 
Revenues drawn thence, which at laft 
enrich the Subjects and the Sovereign 
both? W e Ihould find the great C i- 
‘ .. ' ties,
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ties, and the great Burroughs rendred 
inhabitablebecaufeof the ill A ir, and 
to fall to ruine without any bodies ta­
king care of repairing them ; the hil­
locks abandoned, and the fields oyer- 
fpred with the bullies, or filled with 
Peftilential Mariflies , as hath been
already intimated.

A  word to our dear and experienc’d 
Travellers: They would not find thole 
fairconvenienciesof travelling- they 
would be obliged to carry all things 
w ith them, like the Bohemians - and 
all thofe good Inns, for example, that 
are found between Paris and Lyons, 
would be like ten or twelve wretched 
Caravans-ferrahs, that is, great Barns, 
raifed and paved, fuch as our Pont-neuf 
is, where hundreds of men are found 
pel-mel together with their Horfes, 
Mules and Camels, where one isfti- 
fled with heat in Summer , and ftar- 
vedof cold in W inter, if it were not 
for the breathing of thofe Animals , 
that warm the place a li ttle.

But it w ill be faid, w e fee fome 
States, where the Meum and Tmm is
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not (as for example, that of the Grand 
Seignor, w hich w e know better than 
any, without going fo far as the Indies) 
that do not only fubfift, but are alfb ve­
ry powerful, and encreafe daily.

’Tis true, that that State o f the 
Grand Seigner, o f fuch a prodigious 
extent as it is, having fo vaft a quanti­
ty o f Lands, the Soil of which is fo 
excellent, that it cannot be deftroyed 
but very difficultly, and in a long time, 
is yet rich and populous $ but it is 
certain a lfo , that if  it were cultiva­
ted and peopled proportionably to ours 
( which it would be, i f  there were pro­
priety among the Subjects throughout) 
it would be a quite different thing • it 
would have people enough to raife 
fuch prodigious Armies as in old times, 
and rich enough to maintain them. 
W e have travelled through almoft all 
the parts o f it 5 we have feen how  
ftrangely it is ruin’d and unpeopled; 
and how in the Capital C ity  there now- 
need three whole Months to raife five 
or fix thoufand men. W e know alfo9 
what it would have come to ere this,

i f



if  it had not been for the great num­
ber of CiIndian Slaves, that are 
brougijt into it from all parts. And 
no doubt but that, i f  the fame Govern­
ment were continued there fora  num­
ber of years, that State would deftroy 
it felfj and at laft, fall by its own 
weaknefs, as it feerfts that already it 
is hardly maintained but only by that 
means, I mean, by the frequent change 
of Governors 5 there being not one 
Governor, nor any one man in the 
whole Empire, that hath a penny to 
enable him to maintain the leaft thing, 
or that can almoft find any men, if  he 
had Money. A  ftrange manner to make 
States to fubfift! There would need 
no more for making an end of the Se­
ditions, than a Brama o f Pegu, who 
killed the half of the Kingdom with 
hunger, and turned it into Forefts, 
hindring for fome years the Lands 
from being tilled, though yet he hath 
not fncCeeded in his Defign, and the 
State have afterwards been divided , 
and that even lately Ava, the Capi­
tal T ow n , was upon the point of be­

ing



ing taken by an handful of China-fugi­
tives. Mean time w e muft confefs, 
that w e are not like to fee in ourdayes 
that total ruine and deftru&ion o f this 
Empire w e are fpeaking of ( i f  fo be 
w e fee not fomething worfe )  becaufe 
it hath Neighbors, that are fo far from 
being able to undertake any thing a- 
gainft him, that they are not fo much 
as in a condition to refill him, unlefs 
it be by thofe fuccours of ftrangers, 
w h ich  the remotenefs and jealoufie 
would make flo w , fmall, and fu- 
fpecfh

But it might be yet further obje&cd, 
that it appears n o t , why fuch States 
as thefe m ight not have good L a w s, 
and why the people in the Provinces 
m ight not be enabled to come and 
make their complaints to a Grand rtfir, 
or to the King himfelf. ’Tis true, that 
they are not altogether dellitute o f 
good Law s, and that, i f  thole which 
are amongft them were obferved, there 
would be as good living there^as in any 
part of the world. But what are thole 
Law s good for, i f  they be not obfer­

ved,



ved, and if  there be no meads to make 
them to be executed? Is it not the 
Grand or the King that appoints 
for the people fuch beggarly Tyrants, 
and that hath no others to fet over 
them ? Is it not He that Cells thole go ­
vernments f  Hath a poor Peafant or 
Tradefman means to make great jour­
neys, and to come and feek for Juftice 
in the Capital C it y , remote perhaps 
1 50 or 200 Leagues from the place o f  
his abode? W ill not the Governour 
eaufe him to be made away in his jour­
ney ( as it hath often hapned) or 
catch him fooner or later ? And w ill 
he not provide his Friends at Court, 
to fupport him there, and to reprefent 
things quite otherwife than they are ? 
In a w ord, this Governour, hungry 
as well as the Timariots and Farmers 
( that are all men for drawing Oyl out 
of Sand, as the Per ft ah fpeaks, and for 
ruining a world , with their heap o f 
Women-harpies, Children and Slaves) 
this Governor, I fay, is he not the ab- 
folute Matter, the Super-intendant of 
Juftice, the Parliament, the Receiver, 
and all ? It



It may perhaps be added, that the 
Lands, which our Kings hold in Do- 
maine, are nolefs well tilled and peo­
pled, than other Land. But there is 
a great difference between the having 
in propriety tome Lands here and there 
in a great Kingdom (w hich changes 
not the Conftitution of the State and 
Government) and the having them 
all in propriety, which would alter it 
altogether. And then w e in thefe 
parts have Laws fo rational, which out 
Kings are willing to be the firft to ob- 
ferve, and according to which they 
w ill that their particular Lands ihall be 
governed as thofe of their Subjects 
are, fo as to g ive  way, that A&ions of 
L aw  may belaid againft their ownFar- 
mers and Officers, fo that a Peafant or 
Tradefman may have means to obtain 
Juftice, and to find remedy againft the 
unjuft violence of thofe that would 
opprels him 2 Whereas in thofe parts 
of Ajia, I  fee almoft not any refuge for 

1 thofe poor people * the Cudgel and the 
Hammer of the Governour being in a 

j manner the only L aw  that rules ,
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and decides all Controverfies there.
L aftly3 It maybe faid, that’tis at 

leaf!: certain, that in fuch States there 
is not fuch a multitude o f long-lafting 
futesof Law, as in thefeparts, norfo 
many Lawyers o f all forts, as among# 
us. It is in my opinion, very true, 
that one cannot too much applaud that 
old Persian Saing, Na-hac Kouta Beter- 
Ez hue Deraz, that is, short Injustice is 
hotter than long 'jujiice; and that the 
length of Law-Sutesis unfufterable in 
a State, and that it is the indifpenfable 
duty of the Sovereign, by all good 
means to endeavour a remedy again# 
them. And ’tis certain, that by ta­
king away this Meum and Timm, the 
root would be cut of an infinite num­
ber o f Law-proceftes, and efpecially 
o f almoft all thofe, that are of impor­
tance , and long and perplexed ; and 
confequently there would not need 
fo great a number o f Magiftrates, 
which our Sovereigns do employ to ad- 
minifter Juftice to their Subjects, nor 
that fwarm of men, which fubfift only 
by that way. But ’tis alfomanifeft,

that



that the remedy would be an hundred 
times worfethan the Difeafe, confide- 
ring thofe great inconveniences that 
would follow thereupon, and that in 
all probability the Magiftrates would 
become fuch as thofe o f  the Afiatick 
States, who deferve not that Name 5 
for in a w o rd , our Kings have yet 
caufe to glory upon the account o f 
good Magiftracy under them. In thofe 
parts, fome Merchants excepted, Ju- 
ftice is only among the meaneft fort of 
people, that are poor and o f an une­
qual condition, who have not the 
means o f corrupting the Judges, and 
to buy falfe W itnefles, that are there 
in great numbers, and very cheap , 
and never punifeed. And this I have 
learn’d every where by the experience 
o f  many years, and by my felicitous 
enquiries made among the people of 
the Country, and our old Merchants 
that are in thofe parts, as alfo ofA m - 
baffadors, Confuls and Interpreters 5 
whatever our common Travellers may 
fay, who, upon their having feen by 
chance, when they pafled by, two or 

3  b 2 three



190 i^i(fo$ of tfje empire
three Porters, or others of the like 
Gang, about a Kady, quickly difpateh- 
ing one or other of the parties, and 
fometimes both, with fotfie 1 allies un­
der the foie o f their feet, or with a 
Maybale Baba, fome mild w ords, when 
there is no wool to fheer • who, I fay, 
upon fight of th is , come hither, and 
cry out, Q  the good and Ihort Juftice ! 
O whathoneft Judges are thole in re- 
fpedt o f ours 1 N ot confidering in the 
mean time, that i f  one of thofe wret­
ches, that is in the w rong, had a cou­
ple of Crow ns to corrupt the Kdy, or 
his Clerks, and as much to buy two 
falle witnefles, he might either win 
his procefs, or prolong it as long as he 
pleafed.

In conclufion, to be Ihort, I fay, 
that the taking away this Propriety of 
Lands among private men, would be 
infallibly to intoduce at the fame time 
T yranny, Slavery, Injuftice, Begge- 
ry, Barbarifm, Defolation, and to open 
a high way for the mine and deftru&i- 
on o f M ankind, and even of Kings 
and States: Aud that on the contrary;

this
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this Mcuw and Tuutft, accompanied 
with the hopes that every one (hall 
keep, w h a t he works and labours for, 
for hinafelf ■and his Children , as his 
own, is the main foundation o f what­
ever is regular and good in the W o rld : 
Infomuch that whofoever {hall caft his 
eyes upon the different Countries and 
Kingdoms, and taketh good notice o f 
what fo llow s upon this Propriety o f 
Sovereigns, or that of the People, w ill 
foon find the true fource and chief caufe 
of that great difference we fee in the fe- 
veral States and Empires of the world , 
and a v o w  , that this, is in a manner 
that w h ic h  changes and diverfifieth 
the Face o f  the whole Earth.
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^TT’He Relation of a Voyage into 
Mauritania in Africk, by Roland 

Frejus o f Marseilles, by the French 
King’s Order, 1666. To 'JM.uley Arxid, 
King of T afiletta, &c. For the eftablifh- 
m entof a Coratfierce in the Kingdom 
of F?z, and all his other Conquers: 
W ith  a Letter in Anfwer to divers cu­
rious Quertions concerning the Reli­
g ion , Mariners and Cuftoms o f his 
Countries: Alfo their Trading to Tom-, 
butum for Gold, Sind divers other Par­
ticulars; by one who lived five and 
twenty years in the Kingdom o f Sus 
and Morocco. Printed at Paris, 1670. 
Englifhed, 1571. 8°, Price 1 s 6 d. Sold 
by 4/. Pitt, at the Angel near the Little 
North-Door of Sc Paul.
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