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HE Frenchdetachment, which marched under the command of”

Saubinet, againft Trinomalee, were refifted with bravery by the
kellidar appointed by Rangarow of Thiagar, who ftood three affaults,
in the laft of which the French ftormed the pagoda, and with much
fury put 500 men to the {word. ‘This conqueft was gained on the
roth of September, and on the r6th Mr. Soupire appeared with a
large divifion of the army before Carangoly, which Murzafabeg not
thinking tenable had left with a few troops to refift flight af-
{aults, and returned with the reft to defend Trivatore. Carangoly
fubmitted on the firft fummeons, and at the {fame time another de-
tachment under the command of the Chevalier de Crillon marched
againft T'rivatore, where Murzafabeg, with 300 horfe of his own,

joined by as many belonging: to the Nabob, from Arcot, and a body

of Sepoys, met the enemy in the ficld, and were foon defeated and dif=
perfed’; in confequence of which Trivatore was re-taken without
farther refiftance. In the mean timé Mr. Lally himfelf, with an
efcort of hmfe, vifited Alamparva, Gingee, Carangoly, Chittapet,
and feveral minor pofts, and then came to Vandiwafh, where all the
detachments had affembled from their different expeditions. Here he
was joined by Mr. Bufly, who, leaving the troops which he had brou ght
from the northward to the condu of Moracin at Nelore, had pafled
from hence with his private retinue, under the fafeguard of a pafi-
port granted by the prefidency of Madrafs. From Vandiwath Mr.
Ially detached the Count T’Eftaigne with a part of the army to re-
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duce the fort of Arcot, to whom Timery furrendered in the way
without refiftance ; and before he arrived at Arcot, Rajahfaheb had
fucceeded in a negotiation with the Nabob’s kellidar to deliver up the
fort on an infignificant capitulation. Mr. Lally, thinking that the tak-
ing poffeffion of the citadel of the capital would magnify his reputa-
tion in the province, refolved to receive the furrender in perfon, and
made his entry into the fort on the 4th of O&ober, under the dif-
charge of all the cannon s and difpatched orders to Pondicherry
and the other French garrifons to proclaim the acquifition with the
fame oftentation. _ ‘

The prefidency of Madrafs faw in thefe operations nothing but”
what they expefed would have happened immediately after the fall of
Fort St. David; and the prefervation of Chinglapet, if in their power,
gave them more follicitude, than the abandoning of all the other
forts together, which the inferiority of their force had left them no
means of preferving. At the requeft of the renter of Chinglapet, they
had fent two companies of Sepoys to guard this fort, whilft his own
men with arms were employed in prote@ing the harvefts, and the
fame numher of Sepoys were fent at the fame time to garrifon
Conjeveram. Towards the end of Auguft a licutenant was ap-
pointed to command thofe in Chinglapet, and carried with him ano-
ther company. On the 14th of September arrived the Company’s
fhip Pitt, of 5o guns: fhe failed from England on the 6th of March
together with fix others, under the convoy of the Grafton of 70,
and the Sunderland of 6o guns, coming to reinforce Mr. Pocock’s
fquadron : on board of thefe thips were embarked goo men of theking’s
troops, embodied in a regiment under the command of lieutenant colo-
nel Draper, who, with major Brereton, and 10o0f the regiment, arrived
and landed from on board the Pitt, but 5o had died on the paffage of a

contagion, then called the Breft fever, which had paffed during the war

from the French marine into many Englith thips. The troops which
came in the Pitt, and the expe@ation that the other fhips with the
reft would arrive before the change of the monfoon, encouraged
the Prefidency to fend four companies more of Sepoys to Ching-
lapet : this reinforcement ftopped the march of a c¢onfiderable de-

tachment,
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tachment, which had fet out on the 1gth from Carangoly to attack
Chinglapet, where, immediately after, arrived the two companies of
Sepoys from Conjeveram, retreating’ as foon as Trivatore was re-
duced. The garriﬁan,'now confifting of nine companies, was deemed
Almoft fufficient to maintain the fort, until relieved from Madrafs ;
and captain Richard Smith was appointed to take the command, and
with him were fent two commiffioned officers, a ferjeant, a cor-
poral, and 12 European gunners, and two field-pieces; fo that the
whole number of Europeans, including the ferjeants of the Sepoys,
were thirty chofen men, and captain Smith was ordered to defend
the fort at all events and extremities.  On. the 25th, the {quadron
commanded by Mr. Pococke anchored in the road, having executed
2 {eeret commiffion which had detained him all ‘this while to the
fouthward, and had given rife to a variety of erroncous reports and
conjectures. The prefidency on the 25th of Auguft had finally re-
folved to recall Major Calliaud from Tritchinopoly, with all the
European foldiers and Coffrecs in the garrifon, excepting fuch as
were in the fervice of the artillery, or annexed to the Sepoys. Cals
liaud, juft as he was ready to march, received intelligence on the
sth of September, that a very large flect of Englith fhips were arrived
at Anjengo there ; which, although doubtful, required him to {ufpend
his departure until more certain advices, which he received on the
15th and the next day began his march, with 180 Europeans and 350
Coffrees, leaving, according to his inftrutions, the command of the
garrifon, in which were now included the 2000 Sepoys brought by
Mahomed Iffoof from Tinivelly, to captain Jofeph Smith. 'The
detachment marching through the Tanjore country met every kind
of affiftance in their way, and on. the 23d embarked from Nega-
patam on board the {qu adron, which arrived two days after at Madrafs.
This reinforcement increafed the means of prote&ting Chinglapet ;
and four more field-pieces, with a complement of Lifcars to work
_ them, were fent thither on the 2d of October.

Mr. Lally at length faw: the importance of this place, which, 20
days before, he might have taken by efcalade in open day, and refolved
to march againft it with his whole force as {oon as he had fettled fome

s Bbb 2 arranges
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arrangements in the government of Arcot, and the adjacent countrie .-
In the mean time his communication with Chinglapet was opened by
the poffeflion of Coyrepauk and Conjeveram, which his detachments
found evacuated. But his late acquifitions had not hitherto reimburied
the expences of the field, nor e(tablithed his credit to borrow : {o
that his treafury could barely fupply the pay of the foldiers, and
could not provide the other means of putting the army in motion,,
and all that the government of Pondicherry could immediately fur-
nith was 10,000 rupees : pretending therefore much indignation at
this difappointment, he diftributed the troops into various canton-
ments, and returned himfelf, accompanied by Mr. Bufly, to Pondi--
cherry, where as ufual he imputed the failure of his intentions againft
Chinglapet to the mifmanagements of the Company’s adminiftration..
Notwithftanding his deep animofity to M. Bufly, refpeét to the dif~
tinguifhed character of this officer' confined Mr. Lally to the obfer-
vances of public civility ; which impofed on no one, as he had ftilk
more publickly exprefled his real opinions. The rank which Mr.
Bufly held at this time was only that of lieutenant colonel; and’
befides Mr. Soupire, who was a major general, fix of the officers ar--
rived from France were colonels, who of courfe muft command:
him on all fervices when alting together. The colonels, fenfible
of the advantages which might be derived from his abilities, and his:
experience and reputation in the country, and how much the op-
portunities  would be precluded by the prefent inferiority of his
rank, figned a declaration, requefting on thefe confiderations that
he might be appointed a Brigadier General, in {uperfeffion to them-~
felves, which: would place him next in command to Mr. Soupire:.

The public zeal which diftated this requeft, conferred as much

honour on thofe who made it, as their teftimony on Mr. Buffy..
Their names, highly worthy of record on this occafion, were moftly
of antient and noble defcent ; D’Eftaign, de Landivifiau, de la Faire,,
Bretueil, Verdiere, and Crillon. Mr. Lally could make no objection,,
but with his ufual afperity imputed the compliment to the influence:
of Mr. Bufly’s money,. inftead of his reputation.,

2 ; The
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“The épproach of the ftormy monfoon warned the jlﬁlngl'-iﬂ-l fquadron
to quit the coaft ; and Mr. Pococke, as on all other occafions of con-
fequence, confulted the prefidency on the fecurity of Madrafs dur-
ing his abfence. They were of opinion that the enemy, if at all,
wwould not attaék the town before the rdins had ceafed, which gene-
rally happensabout the end of Novémber, and had no doubt of de-

fending it until reinforcements fhould arrive, or the fquadron return..

But as the latenefs of the feafon might deter the thips expedted from
England ‘from venturing on the coaft mntil the month of January,
they reque&éd-Mr.-Pécock‘e to lend the'marines of the fquadion; with.
which he complied without hefitation. One hundred ‘men were
Janded, and on the 1r1th the fquadron weighed anchorand failed

for Bombay. '
Mr. Moracin, having purpofely waited at Nelore until the end

of September, then began his march with the detachment left to his

care by Mr. Bufly, and was accompanied by Nazeabulla with the
troops of his gevernment: proceeding through the woods and moun-

tains of Bangar Yatcham Naigue, they arrived at the pagoda of

Tripetty on the sth of O&ober, the day on which the great annual
fealt began 3 which lafts 25 days.. They were here joined by Abdul-

wahab Cawn, with his troops from Chandergherry+ they gave no-

difturbance to the pilgrims, but fummoned the renter to difmifs his
guards and deliver up the avenues, who, not having a force fufficient
10 make any effeGual oppofition, made propofals to- rent the reve-
nue of this, and the enfuing feafts, from the French, on: the fame
terms as he had hitherto held them from the Englith goverment;
and tendered a fum in hand, which Moracin accepted, and confirmed
him in the employment. Then leaving a part of his'detachment to-:
guard this valuable acquifition, he proceeded on the 16th: with the
reft, and the treops of Nazeabulla to: Arcot through the country of.
Bomrauze, ‘who, inftead of oppofing their paflage, paid them: awvifit..
But Abdulwahab, ‘much effended that the managemerit of the pago-
da, which had {o long been theobjed of his withes; was notgranted.

ARar

to himfelf, retired with his troopsito Chanderghérry.. 'Nazeabulla:

Y.
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and Moracin arrived at Arcoton the r2th, and leaving their troops
there went on to attend Mr. Lally at Pondicherry.

The defiftance of Mr. Lally from marching againft Chinglapet
after the reduction of Arcot, gave the prefidency of Madrafs encou-
ragement and opportunity to ftrengthen that place more effeGtually.
The partizan Murzafabeg, having fince the French fuccefles no
employment for the troops he had levied, had brought the beft of
them, 70 horfe and zoo Sepoys, to Chinglapet, where they: were
taken into the company’s pay; and en the goth of O&ober it was
determined to encreafe the garrifon te 100 Europeans, and. 1200
Sepoys, to fend feveral picces of battering cannon, to lay-in tl-lree
months. provifions, and to repair the works. - At ,t!le fame time
Captain Smith was recalled to Madrafs, to ferve in his fffrmer em-=
ployment of aid de camp to Colonel Lawrence, and captain Prefton
was fent to take the command of Chinglapet, which illnefs had
obliged him to quit. Before his arrival captain R. Smith had. de-
tached Murzafabeg on the 29th, with four companies of Sepoys
and fome of the horfe, to diflodge a party of the enemy’s Sepoys,
who had taken poft in the village of Polipore, fituated about
two miles from the other fide of the Paliar; Murzafabeg attacked
them at day-break, killed and wounded 20, dilperied the reft, and ga-
thered 6o of their mufkets, which they had throwndown in theirflight,

The arrival of a veflel at Pondicherry on the 18th, from Mau-
ritius, which brought treafure, together ‘with 100,000 rupees,
brought by Mr. Moracin from T'ripetii, enabled Mr. Lally to put
the French troops into motion again : and, as the {ymptoms of
the rainy feafon hung back even at the end of the month, parties
began to aflemble at Carangoly, Salawauk, and Conjeveram, aind My.
Lally himfelf came from Pondicherry ‘to Vandiwath:' On the 2d
of November 2 50 Europeans, 100 troopers, with fome black horfe
and Sepoys, marched from Salawauk, and took poft ‘again at Poli-
pore, where they were joined on the sth by 400 more Europeans,
with feveral pieces of battering cannon, and a mortar: intelligence
of which came to Madrafs the next day, a few hours after the
laft convoy of fupplies had fet out for Chinglapet ; and as the

main-
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sinintenanice of this place depended on the arrival of thefe fup-
plies, it was. refolved that 1200 Europeans and 1800 Sepoys, by far
the greatefk part of the garrifon of Madrafs, fhould immediately take
the field focover them; of which one half, under the command of
lieutenant colonel Draper, were to advance as far as Vendalore,
within' 1o miles of Chinglapet ; whilft the other, with colonel Law-
sence, 'were to halt at St.- Thomas's mount, ready to fupport Dra~
per’s divifion : they marched on the 4th in the morning ;. and the
news ftopped the Frénch troops at Polipore from croffing the river,
and the marchof a detachment advancing from Conjeveram under the
command of Saubinet, both iitending tointercept the convoy ; which
got fafe into Chinglapet on the evening of the ninth. Colonel Draper
continued dt Vendalore until the 11th, when he received  fome in~
telligence of the approach of 'the whole of the enemy's army, on
which he marched back with his divifion, and joined that with colo-
nel Lawrence at the mount. -

‘Every day had proved the good effects of re-eftablithing the pof-
{eflion 'of Chinglapet ; for, under the proteGion of this barrier, the
country behind, which is more extenfive than the diftriéts protected
by Pondomalee and Tripaflour, continued to furnith Madrafs with
daily fupplies ‘of all kinds of provifions and neceflaries, by which
the ftock laid up in ftore to fuftain the impending fiege was faved §
and to preferve this benefit as long as poflible, the troops which had
been fent abroad with Draper and Lawrence were ordered to remain
encamped at the mount until the laft hour which might' endanger
the fafety of their retreat to the towns after which, as the beft of
external means to protra& the fiege when commenced, it was de-
termined to have a body of troops in the field diftiné from thofe
already belonging to the garrifon, which, if nothing more, were to
be continually employed in harraffing the enemy’s convoys of ftores
and provifions.  Accordingly a contract, which had for fome ‘months
been under difcuflion, was concluded with the agent of 'Morarirow
for the fervice of 2000 Morattoe horfe, of which 500 were to ar-
rive in 25 days, and the reft in 455 but 25 no fureties were received,
the punétuality of this affiftance could not be relied on. The pre-

fidency, therefore, as a furer refource, ordered the commandant Ma-
homed
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homed Tffoof to take the field with 2000 of their own Sepoys fromy
the garrifon of "Tsitchinopoly 5 and requefted the king of Tanjofe
to join 'this body with 1000 of his horfe, and the Polygar Tondi~
man, and even the diftant Moravars, with the beft of their troops ;
for whom), however, Mahonied Iffoof was net to' wait ; and, in cafe
none of thefe allies arrived in time, he was impowered to enlift oo
=ood horfe if to be found in his march. The Nabob ftill maintained
300 horfe; part of whomy attended his!perfon.at St. Thomé, and
the reft were difperfed.in the: adjacenb_.c}iﬂri&s; who. on the receipt
of {ome money joined the army at the Mount ;. to. which all the
polygars to the northward of Madrafs were likewile commanded to
fend theike troops ; but none came : and the Partizan Murzafabeg,
having been refufed au increafe of  pay: which hei demanded in this
hour of neceffity, went off in, the night with his 7o horfe and fome
of his Sepoyss and teok fervice with the French army at Conjeveram.

The troops, of whofe approach L. Colonel Draper had received
ntelligence, were 500 irregular Sepoys, under the command of an
a&ive adventurer named; Lambert,  with part of the horfe levied by
Rajahfaheb, who had been fent forward, to plunder and terrify the
country. They croffed the Paliar, and on the 15th, appeared before
Tripaflour, and attacked the pettah, but were repulfed at the hedge

~ which furrounds it; with the lofs of 20 men, by the Peons of the

renter, and the two companies of Sepoys. flationed im the fort. -

But the French army were not in-fuch readinefs: as the Englifh
imagined to commence the fiege of 'Madrafs. All the draught
bullocks which Pondicherry had been able to colle&t were not fuf-
ficient. to tran{port one half of the heavy artillery neceflary for the
attack; and the greateft part of the train, with many ether ftores,
had been laden-a month before, on the Harlem taken from: the
Duteh, which fhip failed acrofs the bay, in order to work to the
northward on the other fide, when fhe. was to ftretch acrofs again
and fall in with Mafulipatam, where fhe was to receive more cannon
and ftores, and then come down the coaft;to Madrafs. The time
was-elapfed in which a well-failing veflel might have made this paf-
fage; and without news of the Harlem ; and on. this difappointment

Mer.
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Mr. Lally ordered another ftore of artillery, which had been de-
pofited at Alamparva, to be {hlpped on two frigates, the Diligence
and the Expedition, which were in the road of Pondicherry, but
‘laden for other-voyages ; fo that it would require a month before
they could get this attillery on board, and work up agamﬂ: the wind
and current to Madrafs. However, the French army mlght have
advanced many days before, if: they had not been in want of many
other articles, which, although of much more minute detail, were
equally of abfolute neceffity. As-foon as thefe were fupph-,d the
firlt divifion moved from Conjeveram on the 1gth ; but Mr. Lally
being very ill, had detained the referve until the 22d, when the
great body of the ‘monfoon rain fell with the utmoft violence, and
lafted without intermiffion for three days : the troops abroad, warned
by the. {ky, wete on their march back to Conjeveram when the rain
began, but neverthelefs gained their way with much difficulty and
diftrefs, and after it had ceafed, the furface of the country continued
impaffable for feveral days.

Whilft the colleéted force of both nations in the Carnatic were
thus waltmg the impending conflic, each were equally {olicitous con-
cerning the fuccefs of the armament fent from Bengal mto the north-
ern provinces. Mr. Johnftone, who had been fent from Calcutta to
concert preparations with the Rajah Anunderavze, arrived on the
12th of September at Vizagapatam, of which the Rajah’s officers
there immediately put him in pofleffion, as the Company’s repre-
{entative. ‘T’he Rajah himfelf was encamped with his forces at Cof-
{imcotah, a fort 2o miles to the weft of Vizagapatam,and 15 inland
from the fea. His letter to Mr. Johnftone exprefled much fatif~
fadion that the Englith troops were coming, but fignified his in-
tention not to furnith any money towards their expences. Tem-
peftuous weather from the fouth delayed the arrival of the fhips and
veflels with Colonel Ford until the 2oth of Oé&ober. As foon as
the difembarkation was made, two of the Company’s thips were fent
back to Bengal ; but the other, the Hardwicke, and the two floops,
remained to attend the progrefs of the expedition. The troops moved
from Vizagapatam on the 1{t of November, and on the third joined
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the Rajah and his zrrrhy at Coffimcotah, from whence it was deter-
mined to march againft Rajahmundrum, where Mr. Conflans had
colleéted the French troops from all parts, and they were already
advancing to attack the Rajah; but, on hearing that the Englifh
troops were in motion to join him, they halted and encamped.

Mr. Johnftone had difpatched the floop in which he came, with
advices to Madrafs of his reception at Vizagapatam ; on which they
immediately fent away Mr. Andrews, with {eyeral affiftants, to re-
eftablifh the fadtory under their own authority, on which the fettle-
ment had always been dependent : They likewife fent Captain Cal-
lendar, an officer on the Madrafs eftablifhment, to a& as fecond
ander Colonel Forde. ‘The veflel which brought them arrived at Vi=
zagapatam on the 211t of November ; and Andrews with Callendar
immediately went to the camp, which, by long halts and fhort
marches, had not yet advanced 30 miles beyond Coflimcotah. Various
excufes were employed by the Rajah to extenuate this delay ; but the
real caufe was his repugnance to furnith the money which Colonel
Forde demanded, who was not a little offended at his evafions. Mr.
Andrews, who, having ‘been chief of Madapollam, had long been
perfonally known to the Rajah, adjufted their differences by a treaty,
which ftipulated, ¢ that all plunder fhould be equally divided ; that
“ all the countries which might be conquered thould be delivered
¢ to the Rajah, who was to colle& the revenues ; but that the fea-
¢ ports and towns at the mouths of the rivers fhould belong to the
< company, with the revenues of the diftri¢ts annexed to them ; that
“ no treaty for the difpofal or reftitution, whether of the Rajah’s or
« the Englith pofleflions, . thould' be made without the confent of
< both parties; that the Rajah fhould fupply 50,000 rupees a month
“ for the expences of the army, and 6000, to commence from their .
¢ arrival at Vizagapatam, for the particular expences of the officers.™
He held out likewife other propofals of future alliance, which he had
not yet authority to ratify. L

The united forces now moved in earneft, and on the 3d of De-
cember came in fight of the enemy, who were encamped 40 miles on
this fide of Rajahmundrum, in a ftreng fituation which commanded

: the
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the high road, near a village called Gallapool, and in fight of a fort
called Peddipore, 'They had 500 Europeans, many more pieces of
cannon than they could ufe at once, a great number of the troops
of the country, of which 500 were horfe, and 6ooo Sepoys. = Of the
Englifh force embarked from Bengal, only 30 Europeansand a few
Sepoys were wantmg, who had been, left fick at Vizagapatam 3 {o
that there: were in the field 470 Europeans, and 1goo Sepoys. The
Rajah had 500 paltry horfe, and 5000 foot, fome with aukward fire-
arms, the reft with pikes and bows; but he had colleéted 40 Euro-

peans; ‘'who managed four field-pieces under the command of M.
Briftol 3 befides which his own troops had {ome ufelefs cannon, On
the 6th, the Englith and the Rajah’s army adyvanced and took pof-
{eflion of a village called Chambole, on the high road likewife,
within four miles of the enemy, when each deemed the fituation of
the other too ftrong to be attacked ; on which Colonel Forde, as the
only means to draw the enemy from theirs to a general a@rmn, re-
folved to march round and regain the road to Rajahmundrum in their
rear, by pafling under the hills to their left, where the enemy could
not derive much advantage from their horfe. The Rajah approved ;
and on the gth, at four in the morning, the Englifh troops were
in motion ; but the Rajal’s with their ufual indolence not prepared
to march. Near the foot of the hills, about three miles to the right
of the village' of Chambole, was another called Condore, to gam
which, the Englith troops having filed from the right, were in
march, when at day-break they heard a firong cannonade towards
the Rajah’ camp. It was from 6 guns, which Mr. Conflans, igno-
rant of Colonel Forde’s march, had fent on in the night, under the
guidance of an intelligent deferter, who had noticed a {pot that bore
upon the camp; and Mr. Conflans was following to fupport them with
his whole army and the reft of his field-artillery. The RaJah fent
_ meﬂ"lges after meflages, which met the Enghth troops returning to his
relief 5 and his own, quickened by the danger, were removing as faft
as tht:y could out of the reach of it ; and having, in much confufion,
joined the Englith, continued marching on with them to the village
of Condore, where all arrived at eight o'clock, The enemy, although
Eec2 from
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from long diftances, continued to cannonade whilflt any of the
Englith or the Rajah’s troops remained within probable reach. '

When arrived at the village of Condore, the army was juft as far
15 before from the French encampment at Gallapole, but with better
ground between, and a village' midway, which would afford a ftrong
advanced poft. Mr. Conflans imagined ‘that the Englith troops had
marched from their encampment to Condore, 'in order from hence
to take poffeffion of this village, and in this perfuafion crofled the
plain to prevent them, with his whole army, and fucceeded in his
with without interruption ; for Colonel Forde remained halting at
Condore, to regulate his future motions by the enemy’s. Mr. Con-
flans imputed this ina&ion to a conicioufnefs of mferiority, and now
imagined that the Englifh intended to march back to their encamp-
ment at Chambole, to prevent which, he formed his line, and ad-
vanced in much hafte, and little order.

The French battalion of Europeans was in the centre of the line,
with 13 field-pieces, divided on their flanks, the horfe 5oo were on
the left of the battalion ; 3000 Sepoys formed the right wing, and
the fame number the left, and with each wing were five. or fix
pieces of cumbrous cannon. The Englith army drew up' with
their Europeans in the centre, the fix field-pieces divided on
their flanks; the 1800 Sepoys were likewife ‘eq‘uilly divided on
the wings. Colonel Forde placed no reliance on the Rajah’s in-
fantry or horfe, and ordered them to form aloof, and extend on
each flank of the Sepoys : all this rabble kept behind, but the rene-
gade Europeans under Briftol, who managed the four field-pieces
belonging to the Rajah, advanced, and formed with the divifion of
artillery on the left of the Englith battalion.. The line having had
time, were in exa& order, and had advanced a mile in front of the
village of Condore, during which, the enemy cannonaded hotly from
all their guns. At length the impetuofity of the enemy’s approach
who came on, out-marching their cannon, obliged the Englith lin;
to halt for aion ; and it chanced that the whole of their bat-
talion ftopped near and oppofite to a field of Indian corn, which

~was grown {o tall that it intirely intercepted them from the enemy ;

but
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but the Sepoys on the wings were free in the plain on each hand!
For what reafon is' not known, Colonel Forde had ordered his Sepoys
to furl their colours, which, befides the principal flag, are feveral
ﬁnall banners to a company, and to let them lay on the gr ound
during the action.

The Sepoys and horfe of the enemy’s wmgs greatly outﬁrctched
the wings of the Emghih line, and came on each in a curve to
gain their flanks ; the French battalion in the- centre, inftead of ad-
vancing parallel to where by the wings they might judge the centre
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of the Englifh line would be, inclined obliquely to the right, which

brought them beyond the field of Indian corn, oppofite to the Englifh
Sepoys on the left wing ; whom from their red jackets, and the
want of their ufual banners, they from the firft approach miftook
for the Englifh battalion ; refpecting them as fuch, they halted to
drefs their ranks before they engaged, and then began to fire in
platoons advancing, but at the diftance of 200 yar ds.. Neverthelefs,
this was {ufficient ; for the Sepoys, feeing themielves attacked with-
out cover by Europeans in front, and the horfe and multitude of the
enemy’s Sepoys, gaining their rear, or coming down on their fank,
fearcely preferved courage to give their fire, hurried, fcattered, and
without command ; and then immediately broke, and ran away to
fhelter themfelves in the village of Chambole, and were followed by the
neareft of the enemy’s horfe. This fuccefs was greater than even the
confidence of the enemy expected ; and feveral platoons of the French
battalion were fetting off to purfue them likewife, when they faw a
line of men with fhouldered arms marchmg faft and firm! from be-
hind the field of Indian corn acrofs their way, to occupy the ground
which the Sepoys had abandoned. .

Colonel Forde had been with the Sepoys before their fhght en-
couraging them to refolution ; but, faw, by the ufual fymptoms of
trepidation, that they would not ftand, the thock,, which, prepared
‘him to order the judicious movement, which  the officers. were  now
performing with fo much fleadinefs and fpirit. = Captain Adnet,
commanding on the left, led the line, and as. {oon as the laft files
were _got clear of the corn, the word was gwcn, wha,n the whole
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Halted, and faced at once, in full front of the enemy. = This motion
was quickiy executed ; for the foremoft man had;qot more tl}an 399
yards to march, and the field-picces dvere left behind.  During this
fhort interval, the French battalion were endeavouring with much
bufile to get into order again ; for fome of their platoons had advanced
4 confiderable diftance before-others and:thusthe fire of the Englith
line commenced before the enemy’s. was freadx; it was given in dis
vifions, that is, the whole! battalion divided into five, -andbegan from
Captain Adnet’s on the left, which-was within piftol thot, and brought -
down half the enemy’s grenadiers; the fire ranon, and before the time
came for Adnet’s divifion' torrepeat theirs, the whole of the enemy’s
line were in confufion, and went about running faft to regain their
guns, which they had left half a mile behind thém  on the plain.

The ardour of the Englifh battalion to purfue was {o great, that
Colonel Forde judged. it beft to indulge it in the inftant, although
not certain of the fuccefs of the Sepoys.onsthe right, but concluding
that the encmy’s Sepoys who were, to attack them, would not con-
tinue  long, if they faw their Europeans compleatly routed. The
order was given for the battalion :to march on in following divifions,
the leftleading, Nothing could reprefs their eagernefs. “All marched
too faft to keé-p their rank, excepting: the fourth divilion commanded
by Captain Yorke, who to have a referye for the whole battalion, if
broken, as the enemy had been, by their own impetuofity, obliged his
men to advance in {tri¢t order. ‘The French battalion rallied at their
guns, which were 13 in number, {pread in different brigades, or fets,
as they chanced to ftand when left by the troops advancing to the
attion. This artillery began to fire as foon as the ground was clear
of their own troops, and killed fome men, which only quickened
the approach of the divifions to clofe in with the guns, of which
feveral fired, when the firft divifion was within piftol thot, and Adnet
fell mortally wounded ; but his men ruthing on drove the: enemy
from the guns they attacked, and the other divifions following with
the fame {pirit, obliged them to abandon all the others.

The day, if not completely viftorious, was at leaft fecured
from reverfe by the pofleffion of all the enemy’s field- artillery fit

5 : for
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for quick firing ; but their camp, to which they were retiring, fill
remained to be attacked ; and Colonel Forde halted until joined
by his Sepoys, and, ‘if they would come, by the Rajali’s troops.
“"T'he Sepoys and horfe of the enemy’s right wing were in their turn

panic-ftruck by thefire of the Englifh battalion routing their own,
and all turned to gain the rear of the guns, keeping aloof to the left

of the Englifh divifions 3 and then went off again with the French.
battalion to the camp. ‘Their left wing of Sepoys behaved better,

advancing ‘to the ufe of mufketry againft the Englifh Sepoys of the
left, with whom the battalion, whcn filing off to oppofe the French,
left the three field-pieces of their right; and the Sepoys, en-

couraged by this afli ﬁauce, the ardour of the Europeans marchmg :

off, and the {pirit of their own commander Captain Knox, maintained
their ground, facing and firing in various dire&ions behind the
banks of the rice fields, in which they had drawn up. ' The enemy’s
wing neverthelefs continued the diftant fire, until they faw their
battalion of Europeans quitting their guns; and the Sepoys and horfe
of the right retreating with them to the camp ; when they went off
fikewifey ﬁretc'nmg round to the left of the Englifh battalion halting
at the guns, arid keeping out of their reach.” Captain Knox then ad-
vanced to join the battalion with his own Sepoys, and the fix field-

pieces, and had colle@ed moft of the fugitives of the other wing. Mef~-

fages had been' continually fent to the Rajah’s horfe to: advance, but
they could not be prevailed upon to quit the thelterof a large tank, at
this time dry, in which they, his foot, and himfelf in the midft of.
them, had remained cowering from the beginning of the action.

As foon ds the Sepoys joined, and all’ the neceflary difpofitions.
were made, which took an hour, Colonel Forde advanced to at-
tack the enemy's camip’; but, " not to- ‘yetard the march, left
the ficld-picces to' follow.. A deep hollow way pafied along the
{kirt of the camp, behind which appedred a confiderable number of
Enropeaits regularly drawn up,ias if 'to defend the' paffage of the
hollow way, and feveral fhot were' fired from Heavy cannon’planted
to defend the dpptoach.. Juftas the Bnglith. troops came neat, aiid

the firft divifion of the Butopdans ftept out to 'give their fire, -the.
field--
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field-pieces were arrived within fhot ; ‘on which all the enemy went
to the right-about;, sbandoned their camp, and retreated, feemmgly
every man as he lifted, in the utmoft confufion ;. but the Englith
battalion croffing after them, many: threw down their arms, and
furrendered themfelves prifoners.  Mr. Conflans had previoufly fent
away | four of the fmalleft field-pieces 3 and the money . of the
military cheft, laden for expedition on two camels. The {poil of the
field and camp was 30 pieces of cannon, moft of which were
brafs; so tumbrils, and other carriages laden with ammunition ;
{even mortars from thirteen to eight inches, with a large provifion
of thells; 1000 draught bullocks, and all the tents of the French
battalion, = Three ‘of their officers were killed in the field, and
three died of their wounds the fame evening; 70 of their rank
and file were likewife killed, or mortally wounded: fix officers and
o rank and file were taken prifoners, and the  fame number of
wounded were fuppofed to have efcaped. Of the Englith battalion,
Captain Adnet and 15 rank and file, were killed ; Mr. Macguire, the
pay-mafter, and Mr. Johnftone, the commiffary, who joined the
grenadiers, two officers, and 20 of the rank and file, were wounded;
the Sepoys had 100 killed and more wounded. No viGtory could be
more compleat. Mr. Conflans, the commander of the French army,
changing horfes, arrived on the full gallop at Rajahmundrum
before midnight, although the diftance is 4o miles from the field
on which the battle was loft; the troops took various routs, but
moft of them towards Rajahmundrum. '

The cavalry of Anunderauze, although incapable of - fighting,
were very adtive as {couts to obferve the flying enemy, and the con-
currence of their reports determined Colonel Forde to fend forward
500 Sepoys, which in the army were ranked the firft battalion of
thefe troops, under the command of Captain Knox. They were in
march at five in the afternoon. The next day intelligence was re-
ceived, that many of the enemy’s Europeans, and fome of their black
fugitives, had ftopped at Rajahmundrum ;, on which 1000 more
Sepoys were fent to join thofe with Captain Knox ; and the whole,
now 1500, arrived there at break of day on the 1oth.

4 This



Book X. Turp NorTHERN PRovINCES.

" This c1ty, the capital of the province, is fituated on the eaftern bank
of the Godaveri, 4o miles from the fea. In the middle of the town,
and near the river, ftands a large fort, with mud walls of little de-
fence. The French troops, having loft all their beft cannon, would
not truft to thofe in the fore, and report had reprefented the Englith
Sepoys as the whole army, the Rajah’s and all, in full purfuit; and

“in this perfuafion they had begun to crofs the river at midnight.
Fifteen Europeans, with all the ftores, baggage, and bullocks, which
had efcaped from the battle, had not yet embarked, and were im-
mediately {eized ; a boat loaded with many more Europeans was in
the ftream; and four fmall field picces, with a thirteen-inch
mortar of brafs taken out of the fort, had juft reached the other fhore
when the Engh{h Sepoys arrived, who fired for half an hour, as well
with their mufkets as from the cannon of the fort, upon the boat

and the oppofite fhore, which deterred the enemy from carrying off’

the field-pieces and mortar, or from remaining near them; and a
party of Sepoys croffing the river in boats, brought them back the
fame day without moleftation » a large quantity of ammunition and
military {tores, laid up for the French army, was taken in the fort.

Colonel Forde, with the reft of the Englifh forces, arrived at Ra-
jahmundrum the next day; but the Rajah, with his, remained at
Peddipoor performing the ceremony of burying the few of his people
which had chanced to be- killed by the firaggling thot of the fight.
The Hardwicke, and the two floops, were at anchoron the coaft fome
leagues above the field of battle, which 1s about 1o miles from the
fea ; and the day after the vitory they failed to cruize on the enemy’s
veflels between Mafulipatam and their ﬁ'l&oxjies on the Godaveri: and
a few days after the thip Thames was difpatched from Vizagapatam,
fully laden with provifions, to Madrafs.

The delay of every day,which had retarded Mr. Lally from
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advancing -againft’ Madrafs, was an advantage gained; Captain

Jofeph Smith commanding in Tritchinopoly, as foon as he received
the orders of the prefidency, equipped 2000 Sepoys from his garrifon,
and delivered them, with two {mall field-pieces, to the command of
Mahomed Iffoof, who crofled the Coleroon with this force on the
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21t of November, without waiting for the troops of the allics,
whofe affiftance the prefidency had requeﬁec.l. TI.'IE polygar Tondi-
man gave aflurances, and was really co.lleé’cmg 101_11_3’ but the Mo-
raver had returned no anfwer, and the king of Tanjore had exprefled
himfelf in fuch equivocal terms, that the Prefidency refolvec-d to fe_nd
major Calliaud, in whom the king had confidence, to convince him
of the impolicy of his indifference : accordingly this officer embarked
on the goth in a common maffoolah, intending to land at Tran-
quebar. : A

The French army moved again from Conjeveram on the 29th of
November, advancing on the high road towards Madrafs: but a
large detachment under the command of Mr. Soupire proceeded along
the bank of the Paliar, with orders to halt between the river and
Chinglapet. On the fame day the partizan Lambert, with his troops
and two fmall field-pieces, attacked the pettah of Pondomalee, which
the enfign, Crowley, attempted to defend, but was driven into the °
fort with the lofs of 30 or 4o of his Sepoys killed and wounded,
and two of their ferjeants, Europeans, were made prifoners. On the
4th of December, Mr. Lally reconnoitred the fort of Chinglapet in
perfon, within mufket-fhot ; and contrary to the found rules of war,
and perhaps his own conviction, determined to leave it in his rear.
On the 7th, the whole army halted at Vendaloor, and Lambert’s
party appeared in fight of the Mount, where the Englith army had
been reihforced with 400 more Europeans from the town, being all
that remained, excepting the invalids and artillery : 300 had been
pofted, a mile and half in the rear of the main camp, at Sidapet or
the little Mount, to guard the bridge and ford over the river of St.
‘Thomé ; but on the night after the appearance of Lambert’s party,
thefe troops were fent back to the town, and the {fame number were
detached to {upply their place from the camp ; for Colonel Lawrence
had no intention to rifk a general ation. 1In the afternoon of the ninth
a confiderable body of the enemy appeared fight of the Mount
but Mr. Lally had left his camp ftanding at Vendaloor, of which
Colonel Lawrence received intelligence, and regarded this appeat-
ance of not moving far from it, as a feint to cover the intention of

7 ' a forced



-

MADRASS, Part of the BLACK TOWN ,and the adjacent ground to the S.and W.with the FREN CH AT TACK fromDec121758,toFeb 17759, 11 1/ | 1/ |

LA il . N‘Mu:‘ ¥ A ot T

ta \ ok YL e S8
= :_ a‘le- GH-‘E"“.-' =
B R 1Deg—N

i e

s e

| 8
A

-'.—:" ;':ﬁ Um
= “ -

: Jar (f . thhe

1 b V|

Lublyghet ar the Act divtr Judy .




Book X. Siece or Fort St. GEORGE.

a forced march in the night, higher up, acrofs the river of St.
Thomé, which might bring the French army before morning be-
tween the Englith camp and Madrafs, and cut off their retreat to
the town : he therefore immediately ftruck his tents and marched
back with the whole army to the Choultry plain. _

"The ground fo called commenceth about 2000 yards fouth-weft of
the white town of Madrafs, or Fort St. George, trom which it is
feparated by two rivers. ‘The one, called the river of Triplicane,
winding from the weft, gains the fea about a thoufand yards to the
fouth of the glacis.  The other coming from the northweft, paffeth
near the weftern fide of the black town, the extremity of which is
high ground, which the river rounds, and continues to the Eaft,
until within oo yards of the fea, where it wafheth the foot of the
glacis, and then turning to the fouth continueth parallel with the
beach, until it joins the mouth and bar of ‘the river of Triplicane.
From the turning of the river at the high ground, a canal, ftriking
to the fouth, communicates with the river of Triplicane. The
low ground included by the channels of the two rivers and the ca-
nal, is called the Iland, which is about goco yards in circumfe-
rence. 1200 yards from the ftrand of the fea is a long bridge
leading from the ifland over the Triplicane river, to a road which
continues fouth to the town of St. Thomé. Another bridge over
the canal, leads to the weft, and amongft others to a village
called Egmore, from which this bridge takes its name. Coming
from the fouth or weft, thefe two bridges afford the only convenient
accels to the Fort or white town, excepting another along the ftrand
of the fea, when the bar of the Triplicane river is choaked with fand.
All the ground between the St. Thomé road and the fea is filled
with villages and enclofures ; and {o'is that on the left, for halt

_a mile towards the Choultry plain, from which a read fnd feveral
{maller paffages leads through them to the St. T homeé Road.

It was neither the intention of the Prefidency, nor of Colonel
Lawrence himf{elf, to rifque the army on the Choultry _piain, more
than they had at the Mount ; for a defeat in the field was the certain
Jofs of Madrafs, as the enemy in their fuperiority had 300 European

Ddd 2 horfe,
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hotfe, excellently mounted and difciplined ;' the greateﬂ: number
which had hitherto appeared together in India. The iptﬁil{tiOﬂ
was to gain time, for every day was precious; and not to ddPirit
the troops, who were to fuftain the impending fiege, and might
have made finifter refle@ions if they had been haftily led back with-
in the walls, before their own underftandings were convinced of the
niecefity. The ground and the advantages which were taken of it
by Colonel Lawrence, fecured their retreat, when it.fhould become
neceflary.

The Choultry plain extends two miles to the weftof the enclo-
{ures which bound the St. Thomé road, and terminates on the
other fide at a large body of water called the Meliapore Tank,
behind which runs with deep windings,  the Triplicane river.

“The road from the Mount pafles two miles and a half under the

mound of the tank, and at its iffue into the Choultry plain, was a
kind of defile, formed by the mound on one hand, and buildings
with thick enclofures on the other. Colonel Lawrence, retreating

_from the mount, halted and remained during that and the next day,
'which was the roth, oppofite to this defile. ‘On the 11th he cut

through the mound of the tark, which {wamped the whole length

«of the road, and then retreated to the other extremity .of the plain,
clofe to the enclofures neareft the Triplicane river. In this fitua-
tion his field-pieces commanded the road leading acrofs the plain to
‘that part of the enclofures through which this road continues to that

of St. Thomé, - which from’ the jun@ion continues ftreight to the

‘bridge of T'riplicane. Three companies of Sepoys were advanced in

front on 'the left, toa choultry ftanding at the fkirt of the plain,
where the road enters the enclofures.

The French army remained at the Mount during the r1th, but
‘marched before day-break on the 12th; and at fun-rife all their Eu-
wropean cavalry, having taken a circuit to the fouth of the plain, ap-
peared at ‘the choultry fo unexpeedly, that the Sepoys fearcely
ftaid to give their firft fire, -and ran into the enclofures on their left,
sthrough which they gained the main body. The cavalry, thinking
themfelves fecured by a {fmall grove, which was in the rear of the

i : «choultry,
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.choultry, drew up in front of it, but were immediately annoyed by
the advanced field-pieces ; .of which, feveral {hot made way through
‘the trees and killed three. ‘troopets ; on which, all galloped away to
the St. Thome road, mtcndmg, it fhould feem, to puth to Triplicane-
bridge, and then either continug on the ifland, or advance along the
frrand of the riverin the rear of the Englith army but oppofite to the
governor’s garden, 500 yards from the bridge, . they found the road
{tockaded acrofs, as well as the lane on the left, along the garden- wall,
by which they might likewife have come round; and in. thefe two
pofts were three,companies of Sepoys, with two guns; and the St.
Thomé road, for a long way, had no other iflie to the left. The
firft fire from the flockades drove the cavalry up the rmd until out
of reach.

Mean while the main body -of -the French army -appeared iffu-
‘ing from along the mound of the Meliapore tank, and advanced
:along the road, which was here between an avenue of trees,
scannonading at intervals from fome of their field-picces: they
were anfwered without ‘intermiffion. by fix from the Englifh line,
until their van were half through the avenue, and within 1000
-yards, when -Colonel Lawrence ordered the retreat. = The, line
.marched off their ground by the right, and paffing a village called
‘Chindadrapettah, crofled the river of Trriplicane, where it was for-
-dable without difficulty; they then continued round two or three
hamlets to the Egmore bridge, which leads over the canal into the
Ifland. Here they halted fome time to receive a guard of 30 Eu ropeans
pofted in a redoubt at Egmore, in which was the powder-mill of
-the garrifon. Asdoon as this party joined, the whole army crofled
the bridge, and after fome’ detachments of Europeans and Sepoys had
been draughted and fent to defend the' pafles of the black town,
the reft of the army marched into the fort, Mr. Lally gave no in-
*terruption to the retreat, probably becaufe he fufpected fome ftrata-
gems.  Three Europeans were killed in the cannonade, but the

“French loft to, and as many wounded.
At the fame time that the main body of the French army were
advancing to the Choultry plain, their irregular Sepoys with Lam-
,_l_'-':'.‘-l'.t
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bert had proceeded along the fouth fide of the San Thomé river, in
order to attack a redoubt fituated on ‘the fide of it near the fef:.
The guard was only one company of Sepoys, who getting intelli-

gence in time, yetreated along the beach and arrived {afe in the

garrifon, ~ | )
As foon as Colonel Tawrence came into the fort, the council of

the prefidency affembled, and by an unanimous vote committed the
defence of the fiege to the governor Mr. Pigot, recommending’to him
to confult Colonel Lawrence on all occafions, and on extraordinary
emergencies to affemble a council of the {uperior officers of the gar-
rifon. The French army immediately encamped on the ground which
the Englifh had quitted, but fent a detachment acrofs the Tripli-
cane river, which took poft in the redoubt at Egmore.

As the French army were advancing from the Mount, 300 Euro-
peans, with two twelve-pounders, had been {ent off under the com-
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Murphy, againft Pondamalee. They
arrived at noon, and Murphy f{ummoned Enfign Crowley, with
threats, as refifting in an untenable poft, although the fort was of
flone, and furrounded by a wet ditch. On Crowley’s refufal, the
twelve-pounders were employed until night, when- 20 of the
French detachment had been killed or wounded, and little damage
had been done to the wall ; but the Sepoys within, expeéting nei-
ther {uccour nor quarter, began to waver; on which, Crowley
marched with them out of the fog‘t in deep filence at midnight, and
pafling where he was apprized the enemy kept flight watch, got
out of reach before they were ready to purfue; and, knowing the
country, came in the next morning by the north of the black town.
"The number was 500, in five companies, of which three were the
garrifon of Pondamalee, and two had retreated hither from the forf
of Tripaflore.

Their arrival brought in the laft of the troopé, ftationed in diftant
ou't-pnﬁs,‘ and completed the force with which Madrafs was to fuf-
tain the fiege. The roll of the European military, including the
officers with 64 topafies; and 89 coffrees incorporated in the compa-

' nies,
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nies, amounted to 1758 men. The Sepoys were 2220. Of the Eu-
ropeans 24, were troopers mounted.  The Nabob’s horfe were
200; but, from experience, very little fervice was expedted from
them. The European inhabitants not muilitary were 150 men,
and they were appropriated without diftinétion to ferve out {tores
and provifions to ‘the garrifon. The native boatmen, who alone
can ply acrofs the furf, had! been retained by fpecial encourage-
ments, and their huts, with their maffoolas or boats, extended

under the wall next the fea, where it was  fuppofed not a {hot.

was likely to fall. The Nabob, with his family and attendants,
had come into the fort on the day that the army retreated from the
Mount ; but, although lodged in one of the beft houfes, were much
fraitened for want of the room and conveniencies to which they had

been accuftomed.

The French army continued on the other fide of the Triplicane

river during the day they arrived from the Mount, and all the next;
but at two in the morning of the 1 sth were in motion, and having
pafled the river where the Englifh had crofled, proceeded at the back
of Egmore to the village of Viparee, which is about a mile to the
north-weft of that poft, and from whence a good road leads nearly
weft to the northern part of the black town. = Parts of the ancient
bound hedge, and the ruins of fome guard-houfes, fiill remained
along the notth and weft fides of the black town ; and, with
the channel of the northern river, rendered the greateft part of the
weftern fide very defenfible: but on the fide facing the north, were
many gaps, too open to be maintained. The army, having advanced
to the ford acrofs which the road from Viparee leads into the town,,
Gred their field-pieces before them, which the guards returned
with their mufketry, but the Sepoys only with one fire, and then
ran away.
{everal other accefles on either hand, until they perceived that {eve-
ral parties of the enemy had entered on the morth fide; when.all
retreated as faft as they could to the fort, and none were inter-
cepted. In the {kirmifhes, three of them had been killed ; but of the

enemy, eleven. Soon after, the whole of the French army ap~
. ' peared:

The Europeans, neverthelefs, defended the ford, and
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peared in thie fouthern  parts of ‘the towny where - the fireets opened
¢fplanade ‘of the fort. The regiment of Lally took up
their 'quarters nearithe beachof |the fea. - Lorrain, with thc batta-
Lion'of India,fon the rifing sround to the weft; but both be-
hind | buildings' which (Creened them: from the fire of the
ratnparts. A imultitude of the mnatives, with the ufual defpon-
dericy of their charader, had remained in their habitations until the
1aft hour, and now came pouring uporn: the glacis, imploring  admit-
ranice info the eovered way, but were refuled, and advifed to make
their efcape as well as they could in the night ; feveral fpiéé and:
cwo ot three deferters came mingled amongft them, who reported:
that tlie French troops were allemployed in ranfacking the houfes,

~ and that they had difcovered  feveral warehoufes filled with arrack,,

with which moft of them had already got drunk ; and {fuch as were
perceived from the town, appeared ftaggering under their loads and
liquor ; on which it was refolved to make a ftrong fally before they
thould have time to recover themfelves. . _

Five hundred of the beft men were draughted, and given to the
commund of Licutenant Colonel Draper, who fuggefted the defign ;
and 100 with major Brereton were to follow a little while after, as
a covering party. At eleven o'clock Draper's detachment marched
out of the weftern ravelin ; twe. companies of grenadiers led the
line, but the two field-picces were in the rear. Their way was, firft,
300 yards ftreight on to the weft, where a bridge crofles a ftagnated
arm of the river that communicates with the weftern ditch of the fort.
"This bridge gives accefs to and from the black town by the afcent
of the rifing ground, and is laid pointing to the N w..: the afcent
begins almoft as foon as you have crofled the bridge, and the road
to the top continues about goo yards in that direftion, ‘when
it turns into a long ftreet of Indian houfes, which runs nearly north
and fouth, and is erofled by feveral others on either hand. Such
was thée negligence and fecurity of the French army, that they did
not perceive the approach of the detachment, until apprifed by a
miftake of the Englith drummers, moft of whom being black boys,
began to beat the grenadiers march as foon, as they entered the ftreet =

and
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" on which the whole line from one end to the other fet up their huzza;
but even on this warning the enemy did not look out with fufficient
attention to be certified in which ftreet the detachment was advancing,
but drew up at the head of another, which ran parallel to it, about
100 yards on the Ieft; in which they advanced 2 or 3 platoons
about 5o yards lower down, at the opening of a' crofs-ftreet which
gave a ftrait communication between the two: the Englifh troops
marching on did not receive a fhot until they came oppofite to this ad-
vanced guard, which then fired, and with'execution, for the diftance
was point blank : the firft of the line returned the fire, but being the
company of grenadiers halted no: longer than this ‘operation, and
then proceeded ; for Draper, knowing' how near, and where the
enemy’s main body were drawn up, would not flop the line, but
ftationed two platoons from the fucceeding companies to continue
the fire, and prevent the enemy from breaking through the ftreet.
He at the fame time ordered the two field-pieces to advance from the
rear to the front, and the troops marching in whole files opened to
the right and left to let them pafs; but ‘before they were brought
up, the grenadiers' and fome more had pufhed on ‘to the head
of the long ftreet, in which they were marching. This was
terminated by another much broader that crofled it, coming on the
right from the efplanade of the fort to the caft, and continued 100
yards on the other hand to the weft of the long ftreet, where the
crofs-ftreet turned to the north and then again to the weft. - In that
part of the crofs-ftreet to the left appeared the regiment of Lorrain,
with four field-pieces, drawn up facing the fouth, oppofite to the

ftrect in which they had pofted their advanced guard, and were ex-
pecting the Englith troops 3 to whom in this pofition they prefented
their flank quite naked. Beyond them, in the' continuation of the
ftreet, after it has turned to the north, the battalion of India, which
comprized the troops belonging to the French company, were af-
fembling. Not a moment was loft in taking thel advantage ; the
orenadiers, and as many more as the breadth of the ftreet, which
was here 5o yards, would admit, faced and fired 5 but had fcarcely

time to give a fecond, before the two field-pieces came up, In that

part: of the crofs-ftreet where the Englifh troops had faced, and in
Vor. 1L : Eee front
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front of their left, almoft adjoining to_ the long ﬁreet.-théy had
pafféd through, ‘lay the ruins of 'a demolifhed houfe, which fp-r_ead
miore than halfsway over the crofs-ftreet, and although not high
enough to prevent a fingle _ra‘nk of 'mutketry from firing over the
rubbith} 1did not admit the field-pieces, which were therefore drawn
up 'to” the right of the qubbith, -and: the troops which had ftood
there made room for: them, by erowding along the adjoining walls
on that fide of the crofs-firect. ~Thefe alterations created fome con-
fufion'; for they were made with much hurry from the ardour of
{etting the field-pieces to work; which did not difappoint the expec~
tation, but firing with grap¢ knocked down numbers. Lorrain
fcarcely /ftood a minute before all the men ran into the oppofite
houfes 3 'and all the officers could do was to turn the field-pieces,
which the gunners likewife abandoned after the very firft difcharge.
Draper immediately commanded his own firing to ceafe, and the
grenadiers to follow him to the enemy’s guns, to which he ran, and
fired a piftol, but without effe@, at an officer who remained by them,

which the officer having returned with as little, offered to furrender

himf{elf and the guns, when Draper perceived that he had been fol-
lowed by only four grenadiers. In the fame inftant, many of the
French foldiers, encouraged by the ceafing of the Englith fire, and
the backwardnefs of the men to advance with Draper, gathered
again in the ftreet, and began to fire ; by which two of the grena-
diers were killed, and the other two wounded before they got
back to their own men, and Draper returned with them. Now the
field-pieces and mufketry on both fides commenced the hotteft fire 5
but with encreafing havock from the enemry, whofe numbers were
augmented every moment by  the battalion of India; and many of
the Englith foldiers began in their turn to take thelter in the neareft
houfes and enclofures. Neverthelefs, the brunt of this fight con-
tinued 20 minutes, when Draper convinced that no fuccefs was to
be expefted, and that the arrival of Lally’s regiment from the fea-
fide might cut oft the whole detachment, ordered the retreat ; but
not a fingle drummer was found to beat it. 'The grenadiers of the

Company’s troops, not having room to be employed in the erofs-

{treet



Bookx SiEGE oF Fort ST. GEORGE.

ftreet occupwd by other platoons and the field-pieces, had gone into a
large enclofure on the fide of the fireet oppoﬁte to the rubbith ; and
as well as the others who had taken fhelter in houfes on the right
were not appnze& of the retreat ::all who were marched huddled to-
gether down the crofs-ftreet, wliich opened in lefs than zoo yards
upon the efplanade, and under the protection of the guns of the fort ;
but the enemy followed foclofe; and their fire both of cannon and muf-
ketry became fo fuperior, that the two field- PlCCES in the rear of the
detachment were abandoned 5 and the enemy’s divifions had advanced
to the enclofure in which the grenadwrs had taken refuge, before they
had thought of marching out. They were offered quarter, which they
accepted, becaufe they could make no effectual refiftance, although
they were eighty, the prime men of the garrifon. During the fight
in the weftern part of the black town, the regiment of Lally towards
the fea were with much difficulty got under arms by Mr. Buily, for
moft of the common men were reeling drunk. However, they had ad-
vanced, fheltered by houfes from the fire of the fort, until they came
- within 300 yards of the ftreet in which the Englith were retreating,
and atrived there juft as the line were coming out of it upon the ef-
planade, when the interval between them was open to the fire of the
fort; the fear of which, and the miftruft of their intoxicated men,
deterred the officers from leading them on to the fair attack before
them ; and they only fired random mufketry, and from two field-
pieces ill-pointed at Draper’s line, who, as foon as out of the {treet,
turned fhort to the fouth, and proceeded on the lower ground under
the houfes which ﬂmted the weft face of the efplanade, until they
came oppoﬁte to the north-weft angle of the glacis, and met in the
way the covering ‘party with Major Brereton, which had advanced
and was waiting for them in 'good order : the nearer the line came to
the fort, the greater became their lurry to get into it, for many ran
over the glacis ; but all the officers; with as many men as they could
keep together, marched in order to the entrance on the eaftern face of
the north ravelin. No officer, excepting Licutenant Billock, was killed
on the {pot; but Major Polier, Captain Hume, and Enf' ign Chace, were
Eecez mortally

393
14758,

rmre g
December, -



394
1758
(Gl 1o v |

December,

War oF COROMANDEL, Baok X,

mortally wounded : Polier came into the fort, but the other two
were taken. Captain Pafcall and Lieutenant Elliot were fhot
through the body; Lieutenants Stephen Smith and Blair, and Enfign
Cook, were wounded and taken ; but recovered. Of rank and
file 103 were taken, of whom 19 were wounded : Fifty came in
wounded, and fifty were left dead abroad, of whom all did not fall
in the open aftion, for more than 20 were found killed in dif-
ferent houfes, moftly ftabbed with bayonets, and with their an-
tagonifts lying dead befide them 5 fo that the garrifon loft the lives
or {ervice of more than 200 foldiers and fix officers by this fally.
The French acknowledged 200 of their rank and file killed and
wounded ; and had 12 officers wounded, Saubinet mortally, and
three killed on the fpot; they loft only four prifoners, of whom
one was the Count D’Eftaign ; his quarters were with Lally’s regi-
ment near the beach, and on the firft firmg he mounted his horfe,
and came galloping down the crofs-ftreet to the rear of the Englith
grenadiers, whom, being fhort-fighted, or perhaps not feeing at all
through the fmoke, he took for French troops, nor perceived his
miftake until within a few yards, when his horfe ftumbling, threw
him, and before he could recover himfelf, he was feized by two.
drummers, who had their {words drawn to f{tab him, when Lieu=
tenant Smith, the fame who was afterwards taken prifoner himfelf,
ftepped between : his confequence being known, he was imme-
diately fent away with an officer and a file of men to the fort.
Mr. Lally blamed exceflively his own regiment for not marching on -
the firft fire, which had they done, and the troops been lefs intoxi-

cated, it is probable that very few of the Englith detachment would
have efcaped. He endeavoured to fix the fault on Mr. Bufly, who

juftified himfelf by the delay of Mr. Lally’s orders, without which,

according to the regulations of the fervice, the regiment could not-
march ; and then Bufly led them. Mr. Lally regretted exceedingly:

the lofs of Saubinet and the Count D’Eftaign, and with: reafon ; for

the one poffefled all the qualities of an able general, and the other of -
an acuve partizan. ' .

Very
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Very few cafes permit a ftrong fally from the garrifon at the
opening of a fiege ; the prefent was in fome meafure juftified by the
fuppofition that the enemy’s troops were intoxicated and in confufion :
but, notwithftanding the ardour of the onfet, it left no advantageous
impreffion of the firmnefs of the garrifon with the French officers ;
and Murphy, one of the moft experience, propofed that a general
affault thould be made on the town in the enfuing night, in four
divifions, and offered to lead the principal attack himfelf. It was
lucky for them that his advice was not followed.

The next day the French army began  to prepare their: batteries,
but in fituations concealed by houfes from the view of the ramparts ;
however, the motions to and fro left little doubt where they were
at work, and fhells as well as thot were fired at intervals throughout
the day to interrupt them ; although fparingly, except when certain
of effe€t; and this prudent thrift was obferved throughout all the
days, until they opened their batteries : but their artillery which had
embarked for the fiege was fiill at a diftance at fea, and on the day
of the fally a party of four companies of Sepoys, detached with
Licutenant Airey by Captain' Prefton from Chinglapet, took the
only 13 inch mortar, which was coming by land : it was efcorted by
150 Sepoys ; they were intercepted and defeated between Sadrafs and
Cobelong ; but Airey, having no bullocks to draw off the mortar,
ruined it as well as he could, and left it on' the road.

Intelligence had been received, that one of the veflels which had
been laden with artillery at Alamparva, was detained at anchor off
the point of Conimere, about 15 miles to the South of Sadrafs, by
the contrary windand current ; and a Dutch Snow being in the road
of Madrafs, it was refolved to equip and employ her, to attack the
French veflel ; accordingly 2o failors belonging to the {fquadron who
had been lately exchanged, and 4o of the marines left by Mr.
Pococke, were fent on board under the command of a'naval officer
of experience ; but juft as he was going to weigh, the failors refufed
to ferve, pretending that they knew the French fhip was much-too
firong for them ; on which they were relanded on the 10th, and
the attempt was relinquifhed. :

-The
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The experience of ‘the very few days ‘that the fort had been in-
vefted, had convinced the Nabob of the increafing inconveniences
which he and his family would fuffer by continuing in it through
the fiege ; and the garrifon ftill more wifhed to be: freed from the

~ufelefs confumption and embarraflment of his retinue,  which' cons

fited of 400 men, with zoo horfes, befides other cattle, who;
neverthelefs, could not decently be difmiffed whilft he remained.
It was therefore refolved, with mutual fatisfaction, that he fhould pro-
ceed by fea with his wife, women, and children, and their immediate |
attendants, on board the Dutch fhow, which was to land them at the
Dutch fettlement of Negapatam ; from whence, being in: the Tan-

jore country, they might proceed fecurely to Tritchinopoly. = They

embarked, attended by one of the council, on the night of' the 2oth,
and before morning were out of fight ; the Nabob’s dependants were
then told, that they might provide for their own fafety, andin a
few nights moft of them quitted the town..

On the 16th at night, a fally was made to the north by 40 Euro-
peans, and as many Sepoys ; but they were difcovered before they
got clear of the glacis, and returned without firing. Two fallies
were made on the night of the rgth : the one by 2o Europeans and
30 Sepoys,. under the command of Enfign Bonjour, who proceeded
to the northward under the beach to the firft houfes beyond the
efplanade, when fome of the Sepoys cried out they faw horfe, and
giving a {cattering- fire] took flight, which obliged the Europeans,
after giving theirs, to retreat likewife, but, before they were out of
reach, they received the enemy’s, by which one was killed and two
wounded:. The other fally was of 1000 Sepoys, under the com-
mand of Jemaul Saheb, to the fouthward ; they were to beat u pa
guard pofted at the garden-houfe, and then proceed to St. Themé,
in order to feize a piece of battering cannon which was waiting

“there for bullocks, under the efcort of a company of Sepoys : they

‘marche'd over the Triplicane-bridge, but had fearcely got into the S,
Thomé Roac"-., when they received a fire from the firft enclofure on
the left, which threw the whale body into’ a panick, and all* ex-

cepting
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cepting 30 or 40 returned into the fort, and none of them had re-
ceived a wound. i

On the 211t another detachment of rooo Sepoys with 20 Euro-
peans fallied at 10 o cloc_k in the day, under the condu& of Lieu-
tenant Balantyne and Enfign Crowley, in order to beat up a party
with 2 guns which were reported to be pofted at the pagoda in the
village of Triplicane about a mile to the fouth of the fort. They
crofled the bar of the Triplicane river, and proceeded driving feveral
{mall Sepoy guards before them to the pagoda ; where, not finding
either the party or the guns they were feeking, they turned into the
St. Thomé road, and crofling it, marched along the other road, which
leads to the Choultry-plain, intending to attack the enemy’s guards
on the outfide of the enclofures near the village of Chindadrepettah ;
but before they arrived on the plain 300 Europeans were reported ad-
vancing from T'riplicane river, on which the detachment marched back
to the bridge, and returned by the firand of the river to the bar, where
a company of grenadiers were waiting to cover their retreat.  Whilft
this detachment was abroad, two pieces of battering cannon, drawn
by a great many bullocks and coolies, were perceived crofling from

the village of Chindadrepettah to the s. w. towards the black town,

and being within random fhot of the weftern baftions feveral cannon
were fired upon them, which foon ftopt ‘the bullocks and coolies,

and one of the guns funk to the axle-tree in the mud; upon which.

300 Sepoys, encouraged by the promife of 'a reward, marched with
Jemaul Saheb to fpike up thefe guns: on their appearance the
drivers caft off and hurried away the bullocks, and the coolies ran
away ; but before the Sepoys got to the bridge, which leads to
Egmore, 200 European horfe, followed by fome infantry, appeared
advancing from the camp in the black town 5 on which.the party
was recalled into the fort.

On the 17th, all the Englith prifoners that had beentaken at the
fally were fent away for Pondicherry. They were 100, and were
efcorted by 150 of the European horfe, 40 European foot, and 500
Sepoys. They moved flowly, and proceeded towards Sadrafs, by the
road near the fea thore, which pafleth by Cobelong, whete they were

2 halting
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halting on the 1gth. Captain Prefton, zealous to recover the pri-

foners, marched in the night of the 19th, with the greateft part of
the garrifon of Chinglapet, to intercept them.  His party was only

8o Europeans, 400 Sepoys, and two field-pieces. They crofled the

country, and halted at 10 o’clock next day fix miles to the fouth of
Sadrafs. A channel of 2o miles in length extends from Cobelong

to within three miles of Sadrafs, and has at each extremity an open-

ing to the fea, from which it receives its water, and at times enough

to overflow the country a mile a-crofs, in which ftate it was at

prefent. Befides the road leading from Cobelong to Sadrafs along

the fea fhore, there is another within the inundation, and Prefton

remaining where he had halted fent half his force over the water

with lieutenant Airey, to wait for the enemy on the other road ; two

hours after appeared a body of 400 Sepoys, with fome black horfe,

whom Prefton kept at a diftance and difperfed ; and in the evening,

Airey’s party returned without any tidings of the efcort, which had
pafled on to Sadrafs before he crofled the water, on which Prefton

marched back to his garrifon, where he arrived the next day.

The commandant Mahomed Ifloof, after having been detained
three days at Qutatore by the rains, arrived on the 29th of No-
vember at Thiagar, where he was joined by the killidar, Kiftnarow,
with 250 horfe, and 1000 foot; and Mahomed Ifloof himfelf had
enlifted 100 horfe on the road. Their forces marched onthe firft of
December, and invefted Elavanafore, which ftands ten miles to the
weft of Thiagar. There were in the fort two companies of Sepoys
belonging to the French, with a lieutenant, Dumefnil, and three
other Europeans, a ferjeant, and two gunners, and two field-pieces :
this garrifon defended themfelves until the clofe of the evening,
when they furrendered. Fifty of the Sepoys took fervice with Ma-
homed Ifloof ; the reft were difarmed and permitted to go where
they pleafed, but the four Europeans were fent to Tritchinopoly :
fome ftores and ammunition were found in the fort. ‘The next day
Kiftnarow went away with his own troops to get plunder, and on
the 7th burnt a village in fight of Fort St. David ; but Mahomed
1floof did not move until the sth, when he proceeded to T'ricolore,

4 a for=
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a fortified pagoda, ten miles to the north of Elavanafore. On-the
6th, he was joined by 200 horfe, 1500 Colleries, and 250 Peons,
fent by the polygar Tondiman, and the day after attacked the
pagoda, in which were three companies of Sepoys, who defended it
with much aivity until eight at night, when they offered to f{ur-
render provided they were permitted to march away with their
arms and effe@s ; and.having already killed 15 and wounded 55 of
Mahomed Hloof’s troops, he accepted their terms; and then follow=
ing the track of Kiftnarow marched to the eaftward, {preading his
army to ravage the country, all of which, as far as the fea, paid
revenue to the French. On the 1s5th they appeared at Villenore,
within fight of Pondicherry, and brought fo much tetror, that the
inhabitants of the adiacent villages took fhelter in crowds within
the bound hedge. On the 18th they cut the mound of the great
tank at Valdoor, and let out the water to deftroy the cultivations
it was referved to fertilize. ‘The fivord was little ufed, but fire
every where, and the cattle were driven away to Tricaloor. Mrn
Lally on hearing of thefe devaftafions, fent word to Mr. Pigot,
that he would tetaliate, by putting men, women, and children to
the fword in the territory about Madrafs; he however forbore to

exccute the threat. On the 21ft Mahomed Ifloof was joined by -

300 horfe from ‘Tanjore, not furnifhed by the king, but hired there
with his permiffion, by Mahomed Ifloof’s agents : on the fame day
Kiftnarow returned with all his troops to Thiagar, The next,
Mahomed 1ffoof began his march from Villapotum to the north=
ward, ftill continuing his ravages. Rajahfaheb, with a confiderable
body of horfe, had been for fome time at Conjeveram, waiting to
prote& thofe diftri&s from his excurfions, and on his approach
crofled the Paliar, and advanced to Salavauck, as feemingly with in=
tention to give him battle; but on better intelligence of his force,
took fhelter under the guns of Vandiwath. Lambert was alfo on
the other fide of the Paliar with 400 Sepoys, 25 Europeans, and
two guns, but on the fame information marched round and ftopt at
two days diftance in his rear. On the 2s5th Mahomed Ifloof with
his army joined Captain Prefton at Chinglapet. '

Vor. 1L 2 P On
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On the 22d the Harlem, fo long expected by the enemy, anchored
in the evening at Onore, three leagues to the north of the black
town. - The next day, the Thames, laden with all kinds of pro-
vifions, arrived in the road from Vizagapatam ; the wind was high,
and the fhip had but two anchors, and in the next forenocon parted
from that by which fhe was riding, before one that was coming;
on a catamaran could reachisher . and the Harlem
Onore at the fame time, fhe ftood out to
{za, intending to regain the road in the evening, but before night
was driven out of fight to leeward. She brought ‘the news of the
vi&o'ry gained by Colonel Forde at Pedipore over the French troops
with Mr. Conflans, which the fort anounced to the enemy by 2z
guns pointed upon their quarters from the northern baftions, and the
fire of the whole garrifon drawn up in the covered way. Thenext
day the Harlem ftopped and feized a veflel trading from the norward,
laden with 1000 bags of rice, of which the French camp was much
in want. ‘The artillery brought by the Harlem was not fufficient
to fupply the intended batteries ; but feveral cannon and mortars of
thofe unladen from the Diligent and Expedition at' Alamparvah, and
brought inboats from thence to San Thomé, pafied every day from
this place to the camp in the black town, and generally acrofs the
plain of Egmore, within fight of the fort ; but fince the fally of the
Sepoys on the 21ft, the efcorts were too ftrong to be attacked by
any parties which the garrifon could with prudence rifque at that
diftance. But the ftock of gun-powder neceffary for the batteries
was not yet completed ; for this was brought the- whole way from
Pondicherry or Alamparvah, by land ; and for the want of bullocks
with much delay. :
The commandant Mahomed Iffoof on his arrival at Chinglapet
difpatched the greateft part of his horfe, which were now near 1000,
to ravage and deftroy the country about Conjeveram, from which
the French government drew revenues, and their army before
Madrafs, provifions, On the 27th, he marched himfelf with his in-
fantry, intending according to inftru@ions he had received from Mr,

Pigot, to furprize the French troops which were quartered in the
2 | town

from the fhore
getting under weigh from
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town of San Thomé ; but Captamn Prefton thinking this a hazardous
enterprize, refolved to participate init, and accomnpanied him with
80, Europeans, two field-pieces, and fix companies of Sepoys, from
his garrifon. They arrived at, the Monnt on the 29th, and were
rejoined the fame. day by the horfe from Conjeveram : during the
enfuing night, a detachment of 500 Europeans, of which 100 were
cavalry; 6oo Sepoys, and 8oo black horfe, marched from the black
‘town and other pofts, under the command of Mr. Soupire, and at
day-break the next morning had pafled the yillage of Sidapet, and
were within fight of the Mount before their approach was known ;
however, the adtivity of Prefton and Mahomed Iffoof flopt the effects
of the furprize, and in a few minutes the troops from both their
camps were in march : the enemy halted and began to cannonade,

which was returned and continued until 10 o’clock, when Captain .

- Prefton {eeing an advantage._, made a puth with the Chinglapet
troops, and feized two of their guns, whilft Mahomed Iffoof with
his: kept the main body at bay and prevented them from making an
effort to refcue them ; however, the enemy retreated in good order to
Sidapte for thegreateft part of Mahomed Ifloof s cavalry were, 1f poffible,
wore than the black horfe with the French, and few of either
ventured within arm’s length of each other. Fifteen of the French
Europeans, with fome of their Sepoys and horfes, were left dead on
the plain, but they carried away their wounded, of whom fifteen
were troopers 3 moft of this execution was done by the ficld-picces 3
the Chinglapet troops loft only one European, but feveral Sepoys ;
and more of Mahomed Hoof’s Sepoys with fome of his horfemen,
were killed and wounded : “both Prefton’s and Mahomed Iffoof’s di-
vifions continued at the mount. e '

At break of day the next miorning, 1000 Sepoys, with the
troop of horfe, fallied from the garrifon of Fort St. George by
the fouthern gate, in order to. beat up the guards at the bar of
the river, the garden-houfe, and the village of Triplicane, which
they effe@ed without oppofition 3 , they likewife intercepted 2
tappy or letter-carrier, coming with many to the French army,
which gave information of the arrival of a veflel at Pondicherry

from the ifland of Mauritius with 7o chefls’ of filver. This
Fff 2 _ . day
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day clofed the year. Mr. Lally intended to open the next with
his firft fire againft the fort; but the preparations to equip a large
detachment intended to attack the troops with Prefton and Mahomed
Iffoof, deferred the battery to the 2d of January. ' :

The French, whilft in poffeflion of Fort St. George, after taken
by Labourdonnais, had made feveral improvements and additions to.
the flight works they found, which neverthelefs, rendered the fort
little capable of long refiftance againft the regular approaches of an
European enemy ; nor had they given any extenfion to the internal
area, which did not exceed 15 acres of ground. Neverthelefs, the
Englith let the place remain in the flate they received it from the-
French in 17571, until the beginning of the year 1756 ; when the
expe@ation of another war with that nation, and the reports of the
great preparations making in France againft India, diftated the ne-
ceflity of rendering it completely defenfible. ~Accordingly all the
coolies, labourers, and tank diggers, which the adjacent country
could fupply, were from this time conftantly employed on the for--
tifications.: their daily number generally amounted to 4000 men,
women, and children, who had continued on the works until lately:
driven away by the approach of the French army from Conjeveram..

An addition had been projeéted in the year 1743 by the engineer
Mr. Smith, father of Captain Jofeph Smith, which included as
much ground as the former area of the fort : the ditch which marked
its limits was then dug and faced with brick, and was fupplied with.
water by a communication with the northern river, which at that
rime ran along the foot of the ancient wall to the weft; but on
account of the expence, nothing was then raifed above the furface,
and the naked ditch remained when Delabourdonnais came before.
the town, neither an obftrn&ion nor an advantage to his attack. It
was in the fame condition in 1756, when the new works were re-
folved on ; and the plan of Mr. Smith having been approved by Mr.
Robins, the fortifications on this fide were raifed in conformity to
that projection. ‘To join the new rampart with the old baftion to.
the s.w. and to gain thé ground in the new area which was occu~
pied by the river, its bed was filled up, beginning from the s. w.
baflion, with earth dug from the edge of the rifing ground of the

black
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black town to the north- weﬁ which the excavation removed 40 yards
farther from the works : but only two-thirds of the bed of the river
under the old wall had been choaked up.. The river flopped in its
former channel, was dire&ted in another, which environed the weft
and pari: of the fouth face of the new works, wathing in fome
places the foot of the glacis, until it rejoined its former bed at the
head of the {pit of fand. The old wall of the weftern fide ftll re-
mained as a retrenchment to capitulate on, in cafe the outward thould
be carried. 'The new extention on this fide comprized three large
baftions and their out-works. The fouthern of thefe three baftions
communicated with the old baftion, which ftood before on the s.w.
angle, by the curtain raifed acrofs the former chanel of the river
and this curtain encreafed the fouth face of the fort from 130 to 210
yards. Neverthelefs, the works on this fide were much lefs de-
fenfible than thofe to the weft and north ; but the furface of water
and quaginire_in the river before it, rendered this front macceflible,
. excepting by the labours of a much greater army, than the prefent
attack. ‘The ground on the north of the fort gave the befieger much
more advantage than on the other fides ; and this face was therefore
Pcrengthened in proportion : the two former baftions and r'lmpart

as improved and left by the French, were fuffered to remain, but
the ditch and glacis which they had dug and raifed, were, the one
filled up, and the other removed further out, to admit better works.
In the front of the N.w. baftion was raifed another capable of mount-
ing 28 guns; each of the faces were 100 yards in length, and a
battalion might be drawn up on its rampart, although a large
vacancy was left in the gorge, or back part, to increafe the in-
terval towards the former baftion behind, which this was intended
to cover 3 it was from its fuperior ftrength called the royal baftion.

A demi baftion corefponding with the royal was raifed before the
old n.E. baftion, that ftood on the beach of the fea, which however
the demi baftion did not entirely envelop 5 for its right hand or eaft
face extending in a line parallel to the fea, adjoined to the thoulder
angle of the nothern face of the old baftion, leaving this face free to fire
forward, but confining the extent of ground it commanded to the fame
width as the fpace between the eqﬁ face of the demibaftion and the fea:

4 - te
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t6 the weltward, the old baftion’ had two guns clear of the demi

‘baftion, which fupplied the defence on this fide by four ‘guns in the

flank, and 7 in its northen face. ‘The two new baftions commu-
teated with each other by abroad fauflebray that paffedalong the -
foot of the old rampart and baftions ; this fauflebray was defended
by a ftout parapet feven feet high, swhich adjoined to the flanks of the
new baftions. The ditch on this front was dry, becaufe the ground
hete was feven feet higher than the level of the canal which {upplied
the ditches to the weft and fouth ; but a Cuvette or trench feven feet
deep and 25 feet broad was dug the whole length of the ditch, which
before the fauflebray was 180 feet wide, and before the baftions, ninety.
"The covered way of this front was broad and well pallifaded,and con-
tained between the two baftions a large ravelin capable of 18 guns,

.9 in each of its faces. The glacis was excéllent, and little was

wanting to compleat the defences on this fide, excepting mines,
which the want of time and bricklayers had not allowed. The
weltern face had likewife its covered way palifaded, and glacis, and
contained three ravelins, of which that in the middle was the larget.
“The eaftern face extended along the beach of the fea within twenty
yards of the furf, but thips could not approach near enough to batter

it with any effeét ; and no guns could be brought to bear upon it by

land. Before the fea gate, which ftands in the middle of the cur-

tain, was a battery of thirteen guns; fifty yards on the right of this

battery was a platform of old ftanding, with'14 guns to return falutes,
which had hitherto been left withouta parapet : the original curtain,
although nothing more than a brick wall four feet thick, had never

‘been ftrengthened; but a trench fix feet deep, and 10 wide, had

lately been dug before it 3 and a ditch with palifadoes was mtended
to have been carried round the battery and the platform, but had not
been executed at cither. The only danger on this fide was from a
fudden affault or furprize, which could rarely come by boats landing
wnawates acrofs the furf; but always, and with cafe, by a body of
men paffing on the edge of it by either of the baftions at the extre-
mities; to prevent which, a row of anchors, backed by palifades, and

' : a trench
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a trench were extended from the neck of each baftion quite into
the furf, No buildings, excepting fheds, had been raifed in the
new ground taken in to the weftward ; and in thofe of the old,
the bomb-proof lodgments were not fufficient for the {ecurity of the

rrifon.

The firft appearance of any work done by the enemy had been difcern-
“ed in the morning of the 18th of December, when Lally’s regiment
had compleated a breaft-work clofe to the fea, 580 yards from the
covered way ; it was fheltered by houfes on the right, but open in
front to a dire& fire from the north-eaft and demi baftions: from
this breaftwork they continued a trench by two zig zags 180 yards
nearer the fort, which brought the trench 40 yards upon the efpla-
nade : here they began a battery intended for many guns, which
extended from the beach, parallel to the fame fire as the breaft-work,
and behind this battery on the right they raifed another for fix mor-
tars, which they compleated by the end of the month ; but the con-
ftant fire of the fort had retarded their work and prevented them
from opening any embrafures in the battery for the cannon, becaufe
they had not enough ready for this, and another battery of fix guns,
which the regiment of Lorrain had on their fide compleated at the
opening of a ftrect on the rifing ground to the weftward, which en-

Giladed the face of the royal baftion, and the covered way before it ;.

behind this battery were two mortars imprudently fheltered by the
rubbith of houfes, which had been demolifhed for the purpofe.
The garrifon called this the Lorrain, and the other by the fea,
Lally’s battery.

At break of day, on the 2d of January, the Lorrain battery be-
gan to fire both its cannon and mortars, which were {foon followed by
four thirteen-inch mortars from Lally’s, which threw their thells in
vollies all together. The fort: returned with fhells as well as thot
upon the Lorrain battery with 11 guns, four on the weft face of the
Royal, five on the flank of the Deni, and two on the weft flank
of the old north-caft baftion : this fuperiority in lefs than an hour
difmounted two of the Lorrain guns, and obliged them to withdraw
the other four; but againft the mortars, either here or at Lally’s,
’ : the
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the fire of the defences could have little effe&, excepting by luck, fince
they were concealed and defended, as ufual, by a high and ftrong

parapet : this annoyance, therefore, continued until feven in the

 evening, during which time only 8o fhells had been thrown from -

both, all of which fell about the middle of the inhabited part of the
fort, where ftood the government houfe, againft which th,eg {feemed
to have been aimed, and two went through the upper roof: much
mifchicf was alfo done to the adjoining buildings ; but not a fingle
perfon was either killed or wounded by their fall or explofions, nor
had any one fuffered by the cannon fhot of the morning,

As foon as the night clofed, feveral of the principal European
women, with their children, were fent away in three mafloolah
boats, to refide under the proteion of the Dutch fettlement at Sa-.
drafs ; they had not been gone two hours before intelligence was re-
ceived from Captain Prefton, that a French detachment had fur-
prized the fort of Sadrafs, taken pofleflion of the town, and made
the garrifon and all the Dutch inhabitants prifoners; but it was too
late to recall the Mafloolahs, Another letter from Prefton, which
came in the morning, gave information of an a&ion which he had
fuftained the day before. :

The town of San Themé was become a poft of great confequence
to the French army. The remains of an ancient ditch and bad
ground round moft parts of the town, with the river and the
Englith redoubt to the fouth, fecured it from furprize, unlefs at-
tempted by very fuperior numbers. They accordingly made the
town the ftation of their boats, as well as the temporary repofitory
of their convoys coming by land, and had likewife eftablithed in it
one of the hofpitals of their camp: but the junction of Mahomed
Ifloof’s troops, with Prefton’s, rendered the maintenance of the
town an object of much greater doubt and folicitude, than when it
was only expofed to fallies from the garrifon of Fort St. George ;
and the body of French troops which had engaged Prefton and Ma-
homed Iffoof at the mount on the 3oth of December retreated im-
mediately after the aéion to San Thomé. The day after the ac-

.tion Prefton received intelligence that the partizan, Lambert, was

advancing
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advancing from the fouth, with alarge quantity of ftores anda ftrong,

efcort; on whlch he moved from the Mount, in order to intercept
them, and encamped at Trivambore, which 1s a village with a pa-
goda, fituated two miles to the fouth of San Thomé, and one from
the fea thore. He was followed by the troops of Mahomed Ifloof;
it having been agreed, in order to prevent jealoufies as well as
confuﬁon, that the two commands fhould move and encamp in fe-
parate bodies. The troops of Mahomed Ifloof confifted of 3500 foot,
500 horfe, with three bad field-pieces; they encamped to the north
of the village, and extended almoft to the fea, with their front to-
wards San Thomé. Captain Prefton, with his divifion, which con-
fifted of 600 Sepoys, with 8o Europeans, and two brafs three-
pounders, pitched their tents to the fouth, looking out for Lambert
towards Sadrafs. Mr. Lally, apprehenfive that they intended to
attack San Thome encreafed the European mfantry there to 500
rank and file, and the European horfe to 1 50. Mr. Soupire command-
ed, and lcavmg all the black troops, whether horfe or Sepoys, marched
at three in the morning w1th the Europeans only, who were 650 horfe
and foot, and without field-pieces. Half an hour before d1y they fell
on the camp of Mahomed Ifioof, which had gained no warning of their
approach. The furprize and confufion was fo great, that Mahomed
Iffoof himfelf efcaped at the back of his tent, and his troops fled
every way under the enemy’s fire, which lafted fifteen minytes with-
out interruption ; during which Prefton turned out his line, and fent
forward his piquets to difcover, who returned without perceiving
any figns of troops to the fouth ; at the fame time the croud of fu-
gitives thewed that the enemy were in pofieflion of Mahomed Ifioof’s
camp, and Prefton, judging that their order muft have been much
broken by the onfet, the aéion, the darknefs, and the interruptions
{pread over the ground, immediately, refolved to attack them ; and
marching with his whole divifion at the back of the village to the
weftward, came on the flank of Mahomed Iffoof’s camp, almoft as
foon as his approach was difcovered; where the French troops,
thinking they had routed all their enemies, were collefting the plun-
Vor IL. Ggg der;
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der: nor could the officers recall them to any order, before the fire
of Prefton’s divifion, led by his two ficld-pieces loaded with grape,
{coured through the camp, and his mufketry was augmented by the
return of the beft of Mahomed Iflooff’s Sepoys. Neverthelefs,
fome of the enemy in different parties endeavoured to rally; but, hav-
ing no ftrong or collected fire to return, they fell, the more they ven-
tured to make refiftance, and all at length broke in confufion; but
when at fome diftance the officers prevailed on them to flop, and.
they marched off in order. They had got pofeflion of the two fieki-
picees, of Mahemed Iffoof’s divifion, but did not tarry to draw them
off. Thirty-fix of their Europeans were counted dead ; of whom
one was a captain, and’ another a lieuteénant. Of the Englifh troops
in both aétions two Europeans were killed and fix wounded ; of the
Sepoys 60, and 1213 but only three of the black cavalry, and
five horfes were killed. On a review at three o'clock in the
afternoon, only 7oo of Mahomed Hioof’s Sepoys were numbered ;
all the reft of his troops, cavalry, colleries, and fepoys, on a fuppo-
fition that Prefton’s divifion had been as eafily routed as themfelves;.
fled acrofs the country, nor thought themfelves fafe before they
got under the-guns of Chinglapett, and according to their example
the market-people ran away with their bullocks and provifions, of
which there was not fufficient for one meal left in the camp; and
thiswant obliged the troops which remained to march away the fame
evening with the appearance of defeat as far as Vendaloor, in order
to meet a fupply from Chinglapett. '

The fuperior fire of the fort in the morning determined the enemy
to wait until they could renew the attack with lefs difproportion..
On the 4th a fmall {loop laden with ftores and ammunition worked
through the road and anchored near the Harlem, and maffoolas had
every day pafled between St. Thomé and the black town. At day-
break on the 6th, a volley of fix mortars were thrown from Lally’s
battery, as a fignal of preparation, and'they were the firft, either fhot
or thell, which the enemy had fired fince their'mortars ceafed on the
evening of the 2d, although the fort had conftantly fired both to in-
terrupt their work, At fun-rife they commenced a regular canno-
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nade and bombardment, which confifted of {even guns and fix large
mortars from ILally’s, and {feven guns, with a howitz, from the
Lorrain battery, with the two mortars in this quarter, which, how-
ever, fired but feldom. Although the Lorrain battery fired only from
feven embrafures; it had been augmented to ten, of which the ad-
ditional four were in a return, or extending from an angle to the right
of the other fix, and bore upon Pigot’s, the next baftion on the weft
front to the left of the royal. The enemy’s fire, both of fhot
and thells, was dire&ted more ag'unﬁ: the buildings than againft
the works. The fort returned on Lally’s battery 11 guns from the
old north-eaft baftion, the north ravelin, and the 10ya1 baftion.

Againft the Lorrain battery, likewife, eleven guns, four from tle
royal baftion, two from the north-weft curtain near Pigot’s baftion,

and three from the center ravelin called St. George’s on the weft :

but more guns bore upon the batteries, if it had been neceflary to
ufe them.

The enemy’s mortars contmued thiough the night, and were re-
joined in the morning by the cannon of the preceding day, and two
more, from a battery intended for four, which was raifed on the ef-
planade, adjoining to the weft-fide of the burymg—ground about
400 yards to the welt of Lally’s battery, and almoft in the perpen-
dicular of the ~.w. or falient angle of the royal baftion, from
which it was diftant 450 yards. 'The two guns, now opened in the
burying ground, bore upon the weft face of the north ravelin and on
the weft flank of the old x. E. baftion. The enemy’s cannon {ftill
continuing to point high, did little damage to the works, but the
buildings, much damaged before, fuffered greatly by the fall of
their fhells. = At the twilight of the next day, the 8th of the
month, the .three mafioolas which had been fent with the Eng-
lith women to Sadrafs, landed at the fort. The French being in
pofleffion of Sadrafs had feized thefe boats, laden them with so
barrels of gunpowder, and feveral other military ftores, and fent
them with the fame boatmen guarded by a French foldier in
each, to their own army in the black town. At four in the morn-
ing when oppofite to the fort, each of the foldiers had fallen faft
?ﬂeep, on which the boatmen concerted in their own language with
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the certainty of not being underftood, although overheard ; and hav-
ing firft poured water into the firelocks, overpowered and bound the
foldiers, and then landed the boats at the fea gate. This uncommon
inftance of fidelity and {pirit in men, who are deemed a mean and
outcaft race, was rewarded and encouraged by paying them imme-
diately the full value of the gunpowder and ftores. |

The enemy’s mortars renewed at midnight, and at day-break their
cannon, with two pieces more, mounted in the battery at the bury-
ing ground. In the afterncon they fet fire to awarehoufe near the s. E.
baftion, full of faltpetre and brimftone, which could not be extin-
guifhed for feveral hours; during which the enemy plied the {pot,
where the black column of fmoke arofe, with thells and plunging
fhot, which did no damage. Lieutenant Brooke; a diligent officer
in the artillery, was killed by a cannon ball in the demi-baftion.
"The enemy’s thip Diligent, reladen with artillery and all kind of
{tores, anchored in the morning off the black town, having been 30
days in working along the coaft from Alamparva, although the
ftreight diftance is not 6o miles.

The fame fire, ‘but more frequent on both fides, continued on the
oth, the enemy’s mortars ftill againft the buildings; but their cannon,
which inthe two precedﬁlg dayshad only filenced two guns, in thisdif-
abled or difmounted five, and two mortars. In the night, befides the
ufual repairs, five embrafures were cut through the glacis of the fa-
lient angle before the demi-baftion, pointing obliquely againft Lally’s
battery, and guns were mounted in them ; but Lally’s, neverthelefs,
difmounted two guns on the demi-baftion the next days andon the
11th all the five towards the land on the old ~. £. baftion were dif~
abled by this and the Lorrain battery. Early this‘morning the enemy
likewife opened two more guns in a ricochiet battery intended for four,
which they had raifed near the Englifh hofpital, on the rifing ground
fronting the center ravelin on the weft fide of the fort, a'gainﬁ whicﬁ,
%mx:vevel:, it was not intended to fire, but to enfilade the royal baftion :
it likewife bore upen part of the north-weft curtain towards Pigot’s.
Notwithftanding this battery ftood at a much greater diftance from
sthe fort, than any of the other three, it was mare expofed than either
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of them to afally ; for none of ,-their'gu_il's' had eémbrafures, but fired,
plunging over the parapet, and the ‘guard might be beaten up, and the
s {piked, before :ﬁlt-:toulr could arrive from the neareft of the
enemy’s quarters: aware of this they had carried on a trench, from
the end of the firect through which Draper had marched, to the foot
of 'the bridge, which croffed the grotund fronting ‘the battery, and
4 picquet ‘guard was conftantly kept in the trench, ready to give
the alarm. They had likewife began a breaft-work at the bar of
the Triplicane river to the fouth, in order to annoy the black people
4nd cattle, which were fheltered on the fpit of fand at the foot of
the glacis on this fide; and as many inconveniences would enfue
from their difperfion, it was refolved to drive the enemy from the
breaft-work.

Accordingly a detachment of 200 Europeans, of which half were
"gr'ena&'lérs‘_. and go00 Sepoys, marched under the command of Major
Brercton, bétween four and five in the morning, whilft it was ftill
dark : when arrived at the bar they received a fire from fome Se-
e pdﬁeﬂ behind the unfinithed parapet, which killed one and
wounded two of the grenadiers; but, as the Bcpoys immediately dif-
appeared, the fire was not returned, and the detachment proceeded
through the coco-nut groves to the left, without meeting any other
oppofition, until they came into the lane which leads into the St.
“Thomé road, along the garden wall of the governor’s houfe, when
a trooper; fent forward, éifcovered_ a party of the enemy drawn up
at the end of the lane, with a field-piece. On this intelligence the
advanced guard of grenadiers marched up britkly, fired, and puth-
ing on, received the difcharge of the gun loaded with grape, as well
as the mufketry that fupported it, by which five of them were
wounded, and heutenant Robfon mortally = the reft, neverthelefs,
{eized- the gun before the enemy had time to fire it again, who took
thelter in a houfe and garden on their right, fiom whence their fire
Killed three Sepoys and wounded two, with an Eump‘ca-n,. before thejr
‘-_wére diflodged. - It was yet {carcely twilight, and as the grenadiers.
were drawing off the gun, Jemaul Saheb; the commandant of the Se-
poys, who had been prying in the St. Thomé road, difcovered ariother
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gun a little below: the _ga-rden-hou_fe, and .appearing jealous of the
honour, was permitted to feize and bring it off with a party of Se-
poys.only, which they effected without receiving any return to their
firlt fire. The detachment marched back the fame way they had
come, andarrived in the fort at fun-rife with the two guns, and five

- European prifoners, one of whom was an officer {everely wounded.

Previous to this, two other, butlight fallies had been made ; the

_one to the N. w. bridge, which fired into the enemy’s trench before

the hofpital battery 5 the other, to difturb the workmen in the zig-
zaps to. the northward ;3 this party advanced to the head of the work,
killed a centinel, and brought away two or three mufkets, without
any lofs. The enemy’s mortars flackened this day, but the fire of their
cannon continued with as much vivacity as before, and difabled four
_guns, which as ufual were replaced before the next morning.

By this time it was evident that the enemy intended to diret the
{trefs of their attack againft the two northern baftions, which dic-
tated the neceflity of fecuring them with additional defences: ac-
cordingly a palifade was begun in the ditch on the hither fide of the
cuvette, to extend quite round the demibaftion; a blind, or ram-
part of earth, at 30 yards diftance, in the ditch before the N. E.
baftion ; and a fafcine battery of fix guns, on the ftrand between
the eaft curtain and the fea, a little in the rear of the fhoulder angle
of this baftion. Early the next morning, which was the 1 3th, a fhell
from the fort fet fire to {fome huts behind Lally’s battery, which
fpreading, caught a magazine, and blew it up, with a number of
loaded bombs: no fire pafled this day ecither from or againft the
N. E. or demi baftions ; and no gun was difmounted in any p'art of
the fort ; but the enemy doubled the number of their workmen in
the zig zag, who were interrupted as much as poffible by what fire
bore upon them from the royal baftion, the north ravelin, and the
embrafures of the falient angle before the demi-baftion 5 in then ight
the enemy fired with a field-piece loaded with grape, from the head
of their works, on a {fmall party pofted near this angle, under the co-
ver of a beat, and wounded three of them, on which ‘the reft re-
tired anto the covered way,
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In the morning of the 14th, the enemy opened a battery of three'  17:¢09.
mortars between Lially’s and the burying-ground, but in the rear of’ :
foth, and concealed by the houfes between them, from the fight of
e fort » their fire this day difabled a mortar and two guns: during:.
the night a conftant fire of mufketty from the covered way, and of
cannon and mortars from the works of the north front, was kept-
up againt the enemy’s approaches, and retarded their progrefs. On:
the 1sth, they had 10 guns mounted n L:'ﬂly’é’, “and kept ‘up®
through the day a fire from 21, befides their 11 mortars as before:-
but Lally’s guns did all the mifchief to the works, difmounting two’
ns in the Demi, and two in the north-eaft baftion, and their thot;
which flew over, took in flank the three other battevies towards the
fea, and difmounted two guns on the fea-gate battery, two on the-
aluting battery, and one on the s:g. or St. Thomé baftion, in all
cleven : the fire on the trenches continued through the night, from
which the enemy, -neverthelefs, detached a picquet, which drove in-
the party pofted on the falient angle of the glacis. 2
" The ‘enemy’s cannonade continued on’the 16th, with the addi--
tion of two guns on Lally’s battery, which now fired with 12, all®
24 or 18 pounders, to which the fort could only oppofe the dire&t -
fire of fix of equal weight, which were from the north-eaft and demi
baftions 3 for the guns in the falient angle of the glacis, and in the
fafcine battery on the -g-round-belmv, were of inferior calibres;'and as'it -
was conftantly neceflary to employ many men'in reinftating the da--
mages of the demi-baftion, a traverfe was raifed to preferve the gunsin-
its flank from the infilading fire of Lally’s; and'whilft this-and other
work was dding, the three embrafures of its face to the right, which-
were open to the {hot of Lally’s, were kept clofed until the next day ;
{o that no-guns in this baftion were either fired againft, or difmount--
ed by that battery 5 which having the more to ufe againft the other -
works difabled one on the north-eaft, and obliged the garrifon to with--
draw the five guns in the falient angle of the glacis ; and asthe trenches-
were now advanced within go yards, thefe embrafures were filled up,
and the earth leveled again: to the general flope of the glacis..
At 11 at night a fally was made from St. George’s or the weft ravelin-
to
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to fire into the trench extending before the hofpital battery ; but
AL taking the alarm in time, 50 men advanced acrofs,
the bridge leading to it, and after a fire given a11f:1 returned, drove the
party back into the covered way. Another fally of r2 Europefms_
was made at one in the morning, uuder the command of enfign
Barnes, againft the head of the enemy’s trenches, into which the:y_.
gave their fire, and finding only five or {ix men in it, advanced, until
a relief of 40 or 5o came up from the rear, who drove then? back, and
before they regained the covered way, enfign Barnes, with two of
the foldiers, were killed. Before and after this fally, a conftant fire,
as in the preceding nights, was kept up until morning on the enemy’s
workmen ; who, nc_itwithﬁanding thefe interruptions, advanced the
fap above 20 yards.

Even the garrifon acknowledged the a&tivity of the enemy’s pro-
grefs, and frequent letters had been difpatched, enjoining Captain
Prefton and Mahomed Iffoof to approach, and interrupt their opera-
tions ; but thefe officers were no longer mafters of their own. Re-
treating after the aion at Trivambore, they arrived at Vendaloor
on the 3d, where they found fome provifions. Prefton’s divifion was
unimpaired ; of Mahomed Ifloof’s, moft of the Tritchinopoly Se-
poys, and 150 of the new-levied horfe, had rejoined the reft of thofe
who had fled to Chinglapet, who were the 1500 Colleries and 500
horfe fent by Tondiman, the 300 horfe from Tanjore, and the fame
number of his own levies; and all thefe troops refufed to march
back from Chinglapett to Vendalore. The kind of warfare for which
they were intended, and only fit, rendered their defertion in the
prefent conjunéture of too much confequence to be negletted : and
after feveral ineffeGtual meflages, the two commanders marched on
the 6th from Vendalore, and joined them at Chinglapett. On expof-
tulation, the cavalry in general, pleaded with much complaint, the
lofs, although owing to their own cowardice, of their baggage and
effeéts at Trivambore, and little lefs than declared, that they had not
engaged in the fervice, with the expetation of cxpoﬁng their horfes
againft Europeans, but were willing to aé& in their ufual modes;
which Prefton rightly interpreted plunder; and to gratify their
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wifhes, confented to march with them into the French diftri&ts
around Conjeveram, in which they continued feveral days employed
in plunder and ravage ; and no fhelter grounds proteéted the cattle
from the fearch of the collerics. On the 13th, Prefton thinking
they had. been fufficiently indulged with booty, began his march
back from Conjeveram, intending to come again in fight of Madrafs ;
but on the firft halt, all the troops which he had endeavoured with
{fo much complacence to conciliate, colleries as well as cavalry,
left him and croffed the Paliar. This fecond defertion left no doubt
of their inutility, and Prefton refolved not to a with them any
longer, even if they fhould return of their own accord; but as the
horfe of Rajahfaheb, who were 800, and the European cavalry of the
French army, rendered it impoflible for the infantry of both the
Englith commands, although many, if unfupported by horfe, to con-
tinue near enough to harrafs the enemy’s camp, without more rifque
to themfelves, Prefton refolved to march to Arcot, in order to collect
a body of better cavalry, of which he heard feveral parties were wait-
g ready to take fervice on the weftern confines of the province.
Mr. Pigot received intelligence of this motion and its motives on the
16th of the month, but concealed it, as every other which might
difpirit the garrifon. ‘

The enemy’s fire, continuing the fame on the 17th as the day be-
fore, difmounted three guns and a mortar. Ever fince the
ninth of the month, two fhips had been feen off St. Thomé,
which < had every day weighed anchor, ‘endeavouring to get
to the northward, but were conftantly fltemmed by the cur-
rent from gaining ground:. but this evening they paffed the
road, and joined the three other veflels off the black town.
They were the Expedition, laden with artilley and {tores, which had
left Pondicherry on the 12th of December s and the Briftol of 30
guns, manned with Europeans, which had lately arrived there from
Peifia, and was immediately laden with fhot and fhells for the
camp. _

On the morning of the 18th the enemy had compleated three
more embrafures in Lally’s battery, which joining the former on the
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left, reached almoft to the furf, and being a "l'ittjl'e tumed.to -.thc-
s.w. bore upon the north ravelin, which b‘efoxfe. mght was much 1m-
paired by them. Neverthelefs, the general fire from the north was

diminifhed, for thefe new embrafures in Lally’s were fupplied with -

three guns from other. embrafures 'pf the fame bz&ttery; and the
four in the Lorrain, which bore upon the royal baftion, ceafed en-
tirely, and their embrafures were filled up'; 'but I-Jally’s anfi the
burying-ground difabled two guns in the demi baftion, two in the
north ravelin, a mortar in the royal, and rendered the three northern
embrafures of the n.E. baftion unfit for fervice. A party of the
enemy had been employed through the day in raifing a breaftwork
at a little diftance to the left behind their former poft at the bar, and
began to fire from it at dufk with two field-pieces in barbet ag_ai.xlﬁ
fome Sepoys pofted on the {pit of fand : their mortars continued firing
vehemently through the day and night, but, as from the beginning
of the bombardment, ftill againft the infide of the fort. Every day
one, two, or three of the garrifon, and fometimes more, had fuf=
fered by the fire ; but on this day five Europeans and three Sepoys
were killed, and five of each wounded. Notwithftanding a con-
ftant fire of cannon and {mall arms, wherefoever probable, through

the night, the enemy advanced their zig-zag acrofs the foot of the .

falient angle of the glacis, inclining a little to the left towards
the furf; and being fo near, the-governor iflued inftru&ions to
the officers of the different pofts, how to condu& themfclves
and difpofe their parties in  cafe they fhould affault the out--
works. ]

The next day, which was the roth, the enemy changed theirtwo
field-pieces to the fouth for two eighteen-pounders, from which they
fired {hot into the fort :.in the forenoon their mufketry in the advanced
or fecond crochet had fired” fmartly upon the north.ravelin and the
covered way 5 theit mortars continued inceffantly through' the day,
and fet fire to-three buildings in-different parts of the fort'at once,
but ceafed in the night: during which they only produced their third
zig-zag obliquely from the ridge of the glacis to the water mark of the
fea, which was not more than 15 yards: = The next day, which was

- the
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the zoth, they fired none of the four guns on Lally’s battery, which
bore.on. the north-eaft baftion ; but continued with the {even bearing
on the demi baftion, and the three on- the north ravelin, although
more fparingly than vfual, but thofe in the burying-ground bat-
tery with more vivacity : a platform on the demi baftion, and a
mortar on the north ravelin were ruined by fhells : five Europeans
were killed ; and feven, with three Sepoys, wounded. During the
night, they threw few fhot or'fhells, and made but little advance in
- their approaches, but enlarged their fecond crochet, and worked hard
in erefting a battery, which projeted from it along their laft or
third zig-zag léad'mg to the-_gfochet which terminated this zig-
zag on the glacis. ‘T'wo {mall fallies were made upon the trenches
during the night, in both of which only one European was
killed. ’ .
On the z1ft the enemy’s batteries remained almoft filent, but the
muiketry in_their trenches fired brifkly on all they faw moving. At
five in the evening, a ferjeant and ten men went out by a fally port in
the eaft curtain, and an officer with 20 by the barrier in the north-
eaft angle of the covered way, who were followed by 40 ploneers
with their captain: the foldiers advanced to the fecond crochet,
which was only 30 yards from the foot of the glacis ; out of which
their firft fire drove all the troops, who were moftly Sepoys : after
which they maintained the crochet for 1o minutes before the guard
of the trenches arrived ; and during this time the pioneers worked
hard in deftroying the gabions, and what other materials were col-
le&ed for the conftrution of the intended battery : the fally was pre-
ceded and followed by a fire of mortars, cannon, and {mall arms from
the fort,upon all whom the alarm brought within fight and reach;
and it was fuppofed with much effeét : two ferjeants were killed,
and five of the pioneers wounded ; in the fort one European and
one Sepoy were killed, and a ten-inch mortar difabled. In the night
the enemy worked hard in thickening the crochet out of which
they had been driven, compleated their third zig-zag, which ex-
tended 100 yards beyond it, moftly on the glacis, but inclining to
the left of the falient angle ; and not only began, but finithed their
Hhhz2 ; third
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third crochet, which extended to the right from the head of this
zig-zag acrofs the ridge of the glacis : they threw few mortars during
the night, but moftly into the works ; their cannon flackened like-
wife the enfuing day, which was the 22d, and efpecially from Lally’s
battery, in which moft of the embrafures were blinded ; never-
tl‘mIei‘s,?hc few employed were very effeCtual, for the repeated re-
pairs, which had been made in the demiand north-eaft baftions, ren-
dered the fubftituted merlons fo  weak that they crumbled to every
{hot : a twelve-pounder was difabled on the north ravelin by a {hell,
three Europeans and a Sepoy were killed, and feven with nine Sepoys
wounded. In the night the enemy puthed on the {ap of the fourth
zig-zag 20 yards beyond - their third crochet, and having made a

fimall return or thoulder to the left, continued it from hence quite

up to the falient angle of the covered way, and fixed fome gabions

on the creft of the glacis on the right hand of this angle: the conteft

was now brought very near the walls, and was difputed without
intermiffion : the whole progrefs of the fourth zig-zag was expofed
to the fire of the ftockade of palmyra trees which the garrifon had .
planted acrofs the eaft fide of the glacis to the furf, and from this
ftockade the guard kept up a conftant fire of mufketry on the enemy’s
sworkmen, as did another guard from the ﬂ'i-}ie_ﬁt angle of the glacis ;
and parties of grenadiers were {ent out every hour along the beach

beyond the {tockade to fire upon the “third crochet, and all the fap

advanced beyond it: cannon, mortars, and mufketry, were likewife
fired throughout the night from every part that bore upon their works
but could not ftep it, for the encmy had encreafed the number both of
their workmen and guards; they likewife finithed their battery at the
end of their third zig-zag, which fhouldered on their fecond crochet,
and opened it the next morning, which was the 23d, with four

;guns : but it was {o ill conftructed, that only one of the guns could

be brought to bear upon the morth ravelin, which it was in-
tended to batter. The Lorrain battery remained clofed, but the
hofpital, the burying-ground, and Lally’s, with the mortars as
‘before, continued a flackening fire, the.cannononly m the day, but
the mortars through the night likewife. The ammunition of both

began
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began to wax fcant, and they were waiting for more which had
been embarked on the 14th in a brigantine from Pondicherry. How-
ever, their fire difabled a twenty-four-pounder on the royal baftion,
and compleated the ruin of all the embrafures on the right face of
the ravelin 3 in which a fhot from Lally’s penetrated quite through
the merlon: in the night, the enemy attempted to pufh their gabions
clofe to. the covered way of the ~.E. falient angle, from whence
pioneers were fent to overfet them; who rolled fome into the fea,
and pulled others into the covered way 3 this conteft was maintained
‘at repetitions for three or four hours, and fupported by the hotteft fire
-of mufketry, and of grape fhot from the north-eaft baftion, and the
fafcine battery on the beach : feventy difcharges were made out of one
.of the guns: five Europeans were killed and ten wounded in the
night and day, moft of whom fuffered in thefe attacks: one Sepoy
was likewife killed, and fix wounded : on the 24th, a twenty-four
pounder was difabled on the north-eaft baftion, of which the works
had fcarcely received in the night a repair adequate to the detriment
of the preceding day : but {ix of the embrafures in the north-ravelin
were reftored ; the other three fill remained unfit for fervice.

At feven in the evening, a party of the enemy confifting of 50
‘men, who' had waited for the dark, advanced from the necareft
.crochet to the ftockade, from which the guard, which confifted only
of 12 men, ran away to the blind before-the N. E. baftion ; they were
immediately fent back with the addjtion of a more refclute ferjeant
and ten grenadiers ; but were {carcely returned, when this {erjeant
was fhot dead, through the ftockade; on which the party ftopped,
waiting for diredtions ; and the officer commanding at the blind
-recalled them ; after which it was thought imprudent to make ano-
ther attempt to recover the ftockade, although capable of giving
amuch anneyance to the enemy’s work.

At night, a meflenger from Tritchinopoly brought a letter
from Captain = Jofeph Smith with intelligence he had reccived
from Angengo. The Prefidency ten days before had received advices
from M. Pococke, that the fquadron had arrived on the roth of

Hecember at Bomba}y, where he found fix of the company’s fhips
znd
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and two of the line, with' 6oo men of Draper’s regiment on board ;
which were arrived there a few days before, having pafled the Cape
of Good Hope too late in the feafon to gain the coaft of Coromandel ;
the letter from Captain Smith gave intelligence that the Company’s
fhips with all the troops on board had failed under the convoy of two.
frigates from Bombay on the z1ft: and the {pies which came in from
the enemy’s camp reported that this news was likewife known there,
and had determined Mr. Lally to make a general affault on the fort
this very night ; on which the whole garrifon and all: the inhabi-
tants were ftationed and remained under arms at their refpective pofts
antil the morning. . 314 TR -
"The fire of the cannon, mufketry, and mortars, from the fort, al-
though maintained conftantly throughout the night, did not prevent
the enemy from advancing their fap along the glacis on the eaft face
of the covered way as far as the left of the flockade, and they made a
return on the right to the creft of the glacis; but had ‘not time to
extend the fap to the left along the front of the {tockade towards the
{urf, nor even to compleata proper lodgement in the return, the want
of which left their workmen expofed to the fire of the covered way;
but on the other fide of the falient angle they had raifed gabions, and
‘made confiderable progrefs in a retrenchment intended for a battery.
The night paffed without any alarms of the fuppofed affault ; and
the enfuing day, which was the 2 sth, continued with the ufual
fire of cannon and mortars until two in the afternoon, when a fally
was made by the guard at the blind, and the fame number of
grenadiers, in all forty foldiers with arms, who covered twenty
pioneers with tools. = Juft before the blind, on the eaft face of the
covered way, parallel to the fame face of the demi baftion, wa.s. a
paflage cut in the glacis towards the furf; through which the party
pafled, and then proceeding along the {urf, round the right of the
ftockade, came in flank of the head of the enemy’s fap, from svhich

their firflt fire drove all their guards and workmen, who retreated

to their retrenchment at the falient angle waiting: for fuccours ;
during which the Englith {oldiers maintained their ground, and the
pioneers’ overfet ‘the gabions, fome into the fea, others into the

' covered
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covered way, and deftroyed what{oever implements they found : thls
attack lafted 20 minutes, by which time the enemy had gathered,

and were advancmg in much fuperior numbers from the retrench-
ment 3 upon which the party was' recalled, and’ rétreated, giving
and receiving fire. A ferjeant with three grenadiers were killed 5 fix
others of the foldiers, with captain Black, who commanded the

fally, ‘and lieutenant Fitzpatrick, were wounded. ‘The enemy’s

artillery bote moft on the royal and demi baftions ; their mortars:
falling on'the works wounded many more than ufual. The total lofs,.
including that i the fallies, was eight Europeans and three Sepoys.
killed, and 17 Europeans w1th 13 Sepoys wounded.

The enemy’s fap being '1dvanced to the eaft flank of the covered
way threatened immediate danger by furprize on the eaft face of the

fort; to which 'tHe fea-gate gave the faiveft op:ening-, for the em-

brafures in the north flank of the batter y. before it had been ruined:
by the enemy’s fhot which had miffed or flown over the ¥.x. baltion-
and fafcine battery ; and the gateway itfelf was a {pacious arch {hut
occafionally with folding doors; {o that, thould the enemy ever make

a general affault on the ruined works to the north, a party fent at
thc fame time along the furf, or even: in boats, might force their
way through the gate. with petards 3 and this party might pafs with-
out much interruption ;. for'the fafcine battery which barricaded the
Yeach: was nearly demolithed: The. whole of the working party.
of the night was therefore alloited toremedy thefe defets, and be~
fore morning they repaired the fafcine battery, reftored the embrafures.
of the-battcry before the fea-gate, bricked up. the arch of the gate-
way, and opened a {fmall gate on the left hand, which had been
clofed. T the fucceeding nights the workmenbegan and continued
theintended ditch with pallifadoes round the féa-gate battery, which
had hitherto been deferred  for fervices of more immediate neceffity.
The enemy employed the 'night with: equal diligence, and pufhed
ehie fap of their retrenchment from the falient angle 70 yards along
the north fice of the covered way, and widened: the woik in an
excavation fufficient to contain cannon and: a large detachment
of troops'-:"fh-is wotk; with ‘what was done the night before on
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the other fide, entirely embraced the falient angle of the covered
way. _
The following day, which was the 26th, the enemy fired moft
of their fhot into the town ; and moft of their thells, as in the pre-
ceding night, into the works of the north front, by which a twenty-
four pounder was difmounnted on the N. B, baftion, and the cafualties.

" from the evening to the evening were five Seapoys and one European

killed, and 11 wounded, of whom were the lieutenants Lang, and.
Little who loft his left arm. In the fucceeding night the enemy
widened and raifed their work on the creft of the glacis, notwith-
ftanding the conftant fire of the defences; and no guards could any
longer be kept at the falient angle they bad invefted, but centries
were advanced every quarter of an hour from the blind before the
~.E. baftion, to obferve whether they were beginning any new
works, but difcovered none. In the 24 hours to the evening of the,
27th, no damage was done to any of the artillery, but five Europeans
were killéd and five wounded, and one with five Sepoys. The
enemy’s workmen remained very filent in their trenches through
the night. '
Three hundred Sepoys were intended to {ally before day-break on
the 28th, in order to furprize the enemy’s battery of two guns to the
fouth of the bar: but marching too late were difcerned, and re-
ceived the fire of the battery before they had crofied the bar, on which
they were immediately recalled into the fort. In the morning the
enemy began to fire again from thé battery near their fecond
crochet, which had remained filent ever fince they opened it inef-
feGtually on the 23d, and during this interval they had endeavoured

" to re&ify the erroneous conftru&ion of the embrafures, which were

intended againft the right face of the north ravelin : they had like-
wife brought up two ten-inch mortars to this battery, with which,
and three guns, they commenced their fire; but one of the guns
failed at nine o’clock, and another at ten ; in the afternoon another,
which they were trying in the 4th embrafure, was difabled by a fhot
from the fort ; after which, the cannonade from this battery ceafed
entirely, but the mortars continued. At noon a party with many

. yoke
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yoke of oxen aflembled at the bar, in order to draw.off the two
guns there; but the fining of the fort foon made them remove the
cattle, out of reach. The cafualties from the prccedmg night to

the evening  of this day were one Eumpean and one Lafcar kalled,,

with ten Europeansand nine Sepoys wounded.
During the night the enemy drew off one of the guns at the bar;
their workmen catried on a mining fap from;the left of the palmyra

{tockade acrofs the glacis, and on a level lower .than ithe covered

way, intending to pafs iunder this likewife in order to open the
counterfcarp of the ditch : they executed this work with fo much
filence, that the garrifon had no fufpicion of it until two the next after-
noony when the fap was advanced as far as the fcarp, or brick facing

of the glacis, and being carried too high,,the earth of the covered,
way with the facing fell in, and difcovered them ; fome grenadiers
were immediately fent to fire and throw granades into the hole,
which obliged the miners to ftop, but- they renewed their, {ap lower. |
"T'heir mortars continued durmg_ thefe 24 - hours, againft’ the works,
A nine-pounder was' difabled ;on the N.w. ravelin by the fire from.

the hofpital ; and the embrafures of Pigot’s baftion, and of Law-
renice’s, the next on the left, were much damaged by fhells and

ftray thot ; for both thefe works were out of the front attack, nor’

was there a fingle gun which bore direétly upon them; for the enemy
had for fome days ceafed the 4 they opened on the 7th of the month
in this dire&ion, which adjoined to the left thoulder of the Lorrain
battery. ' The cafualties from the evening to the evening were two
Europeans and three Sepoys killed, and two and one wounded. - In
the enfuing night the enemy threw many thells into the town, and
contintied hard at work both in their covered fap and in: raifing a

battery on the creft of the glacis, but with fo much!filence, that-

the garrifon could not difcover what they were doing : the working
party of the fort were employed in reftoring the right face .of the
north ravehn, and the fame fide of the caponiere leading to-it acrofs
the'datehii! S0
In the mterval ﬁncc the deﬁ:rnon ef the black tr ooPs at Conj Jc.-
veram,, feveral letters and other notices had been received from Cap-
Vor. IL Iii tain
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36 men of the regiment, only added to the diftrefs of t%l?' ga‘rrifm s
but the had on board 37 chefts of filver, and many military ﬁo_-rest _
amongft them, hand-grenades, and bombs of .the largeft fizes, ot‘
which the garrifon were much in need, having nearly -e_xpendea‘l-
their ftock of thefe articles. The communication - of letters was.
eafy and expeditious, after the fhip came to an anchor; and, by the
governor’s order, fhe threw out at day-break the enfigns of a man
of war, and received, as if fuch, a falute of 13 guns from the fort.
At the fame time the enemy on thore began to fire upon her with .
one gun from their neglected battery at the fecond crochet, and two
from the brealt-work to the fouth, near the bar; all the three were
twenty-four poundefs s .and fometimes fent red-hot balls. ' At three
in the afternoon, the Briftol, which had fallen far to leeward, worked
up again into the road: whilft drawing nigh, boats with foldiers
went off to her from the black town. The Harlem, which had like~
wife been manned from the fhore, bore down at the fame time, and
the Shaftfbury had got under weigh to change her ftation; but.
being intercepted by the Briftol fuftained the engagement under fail
for two hours, and then anchored, where direéted, as near as the
foundings would admit oppofite to the fouth-eaft baftion. The
other thips anchored likewife, but far outin the offing, and never-
thelefs continued firing until night. The rigging of the Shaftibury
was much damaged by 'the fire of thips, and fhe received feveral fhot
through her hull from the fhore : but no one was wounded except
Lieutenant Browne of the regiment, who loft his right arm. Before-
10, the mafloolas of the garnfon landed the fick and the treafure 3
and it being fufpedted that the enemy’s thips might attempt to.
board the Shaftfbury with their boats, the governor fent optional
erders. to captain Inglifs, either to efcape out of the road, maintain.
his ftation, or run the thip athore. ‘The confidence was well placed;,
and Inglifs determined on ' the choice of danger. The next day,
which was the firft of February, the flood the fame fire from the
fhore, fome from the Harlem, but none from the Briftol, for this
thip had failed away in the night to Pondicl}erry 3 and on the 2d;
none from the Harlem; 'which anchored far out in: the Offing ;. but
the fire upon her from the fhore ftill continued, '

> : "he
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The preparations of the enemy on fhore againft the Shaftfbury,  1759.
flackened their fire againft the fort on the zoth, the day fhe was dif m
cerned.  The three embrafures on the left of Lally’s battery, which :
bore upon: the right face of the north ravelin, continued; the two
next to them, which were the left of the four that had hitherto
been employed againft the north-eaft baftion, likewife remained
free ; but the interpofition of their own work on the creft of the
glacis precluded the ufe of the two other embrafures againft this
baftion, as well as of the four which had battered i breach the
* faliant angle of the demi baftion : but they did not think it worth
their while to remove the guns of thefe embrafures into thofe on
the right, in order to batter towards. the fhoulder angle, that
next the flank of this baftion, becaufe they intended, as ufual, to
make the breach at the falient angle, in which their fire had already
almoft ruined the parapet. ‘The fire of the burying-ground battery,,
with four guns, continued on the left face of the north ravehn, and’
the flank of the demi baftion, and the four guns in:the hofpital battery.
enfiladed the whole of the north front.. The outward gun in Lally’s.
battery which remained free again{t the north-eaft baftion, they turned:
againft the thoulder merlon on the left of the fa-fcinc battery, raifed.
by the garrifon on the edge of the furf, of which all the four guns.
hore on this and the three next embrafures of Lally’s, to the left.. Their-
mortars in this, the burying-ground, and the battery between them,,
likewife continued as before. Such was.their fire at the clofe of this.
day ; and.in thefe 24 hours one 18 pounder was difmounted by the:
hofpital battery on Pigot’s baftien, 1 European, with 3 Sepoys,,
were killed, and g Europeas, with 2 Sepoys,. wounded..

The enemy’s mortars.continued through- the enfuing night; and’
moftly againft the defences. They worked hard under ground from-
the palimyra ftockade ; but, as before, without being difcovered : and!
the earth they threw up on the creft of the glacis likewife concealed:
there intentions. there, although the: garrifon gave frequent: alerts,.
and threw grenades every half hour, hoping the oceafion: of a fuc--
cefsful fally to, explore their work 5, but. the enemy here took.

no:
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po alarm.’ It was fuppofed they were carrying on a covered {ap
towards the blind before the north-eaft baftion, which ' threatened

the moft dangerous mine they could fpring ; and to counteraét their
intention by meeting their work, the garrifon opened a fap from the
loft of the ditch, and direfted it acrofs and under the ground imme-

diately in front of the blind. The mining gallery towards th'.eir battery
on the creft of the glacis was likewife puthed on with much
diligence. The enfuing morning, the enemy at {unrife opened four
embrafures in this battery, which extended to the right from the
fammit of the falient angle : one of them pointed to the . E. baftion,
and all the four bore on the falient angleof the demi ; but they had
raifed the embrafures fo high, that none of their thot could ftrike
the parapet, but all few over the fort; fo that after five or fix
rounds they ceafed firing, and clofed the embrafures in order to alter
the level.  Befides the guns which they opened and kept up againft
the, Shaftibury, their other batteries againft the fort continued
through the day : the hofpital and burying-ground, with all their
guns, but Lally’s only with five, three of which were thofe againft the
north ravelin, and the other two, which were the next to them, fired
moftly againft the fafcine battery, where they difabled two twelve

ounders : a twenty-four pounder was likewife difinounted on the
royal baftion : the cafualties to the troops'were 4 Europeans killed, -
and g, with 3 Sepoys wounded. During the night, the garrifon,
befides the repair of the works, continued their gallery towards the
falient angle, and the covered fap before the blind. The enemy
continued their {ap likewife ftill undifcovered, and worked in alter-:
ing their breaching battery s but when they opened it again the
next morning with five guns, the thot as before flew over, and they
were again obliged to clofe the embrafures.

This day was the firft of February: the fire of the two guns
from the bar to the s. and the other to the n. at the fecond crochet,
continued z croffing fire againft the Shaftfbury with much aim, and
{fometimes with 1'ed—h_ot thot, of which feveral went through the
hull. The Harlem likewife fired and helped to ruin her rigging.
The fort fired upon the Harlem and on the enemy’s fouthern guns,
' ! : and
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and in the eveniag a twenty-four pounder, which bore on them
from the San Thomé or fouth-ealt baftion, burft, whilft Mr. Pigot
the governor was there ; he and two other men were {lightly wound-
ed, but four more dzcd of their hurts. The reft of the fire on
both fides continued as the day before, excepting that the enemy’s
mortars were not {o frequent. The Cuddalore, a {chooner belong-
ing to the compény, which had lain fome days at Paliacate where
fhe had ftopped feveral boats coming from the northward to the
enemy’s camp, came this day near the road ; but feeing the Harlem
ready to weigh, ftood out again to fea. A twenty-four pounder was
difabled in the faluting battery of the fort by its own fire on the
Harlem. The cafualties, befides thofe who f{uffered on the San

Thom¢ baftion, were 2 Europeans killed, and 4, with 2 Sepoys,

wotunded. In the night, as well as the day, the pioneers of the
garrifon continued the two galleries, the one towards the enemy’s
battery on the falient angle of the glacis, the other under the blind,
and the reft of the workmen were chiefly employed in repairing the
parapet towards the falient angle of the demi baftion.

In the morning of the 2d, the enemy opened again their embra-
{ures on the creft of the glacis, which they had-been repairing all
night, but with as little judgment as in the preceding, for their thot
ftill flew too high'; and the guns being expofed as before without
refiftance to the cannon and mortars of the defences, were clofed

again in an hour after they had opened, and remained filent the reft
of the day. ' The other batteries continued as before. The Harlem

had Weighed before day-break, and anchored out of gun-fthot of the
Shaft{bury, which now only fuftained the fire of the three guns on
thore ; and theirs lefs frequent than' in the preceding days. At
eight in the morning, feveral parties of horfe were difcerned from

the fteeple, advancing in the plain about five miles N.ow: of the

fort; and foon after appeared the whole army, with Prefton and
Mahomed Ifloof. The enemy’s cavalry at Viparee drew out, rein-

forcements joined them from the black town, and at three in the

afternoon firing commenced, which lafted until funfet.

7 ' The:
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'The governor had repeatedly recommended to Prefton.and Ma-
homed Iffoof to march round, and take pofleflion of St. Thomé, .

and from thence to come by the fea-fhore into the fort; or to pe-

netrate wherever elfe they fhould fee an opening’; the intention o1l

this jun&ion was to concert meafures for a general attack on the

enemy’s camp, which could not be explained by letters in cypher, |

and liable to interception. The effort, however, was not to be
made by a fally of the united force-from the fort; but Prefton’s
army, after being furnifhed with money and four days provifions,

which the garrifon could {pare, were to march out and encamp
abroad again ; and at the appointed hour fall on the black town,

whilft the garrifon at the fame time fallied upon the enemy’s works.. .

This project was {carcely feafible; for the enemy, knowing the
jundion in the fort, would be on firi& guard in all their pofts.
Prefton, although he difapproved the fcheme, was as folicitous as
the governor to calry it into exec ution; but the Polygars had failed

to Jupply the provifion: of rice they had promifed, which obliged
the army to fend for it as far as Chinglapet and Conjeveram, and
detained them three days at Trimliwath until the morning of the

2d 3 iwhen they:marched, intending to pafs to San Thomeé between
the black town: and the Mount, notwithftanding the whole body of

:the enemy’s cavalry were lying in: the way, at Viparee. ~ Mr. Lally,
hearing of their approach, took a detachment of 300 European in~ .

fantry, 500 Sepoys, and fix field-pieces, from the black town, and

joined his two bodies of cavalry svhich were lying at Viparce. He

was accompanied by Mr: Bufly, and moftof the principal officers,

-of the army. Thcy-marche_d.' onward in the plain towards Pref=

ton’s force, who feeing, them coming, halted on the other fide of a
long morafs formed by paddy fields, which interfected the whole ex-,
tent of the plain from weft to.eaft.: the cavalry with Prefton, to avoid:

sthe enemy’s cannonade, kept ata diftance in the rear; but the in-

fantry drew upiunder the thelter -of banks which continued along
the edge of the morafs. . Mr. Lally made feveral motions to intice
them to crofs ; but they were not feducedz on which he took poft:
at three o’clock in a {pot of ground covered by hedges and trees,

amd
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and opened his cannon acrofs the morafs, although at the dif-
tance of 1000 yards, which were anfwered by only fix three-
pounders. The Sepoys, and even the Europeans on both fides, fired
fometimes likewife with their {mall arms: but the horfe were never
near each other. From the advantage of fituation, notwithftanding
the difparity of the cannon, the lofs in Prefton’s army did not
much exceed the enemy’s, being 15 Sepoys, one European, and
five horfe killed, and five Sepoys wounded ; whereas the enemy
left nine Europeans and thirteen horfes dead on the plain. At fun-
{et they retreated to Viparece, where Mr. Lally likewife remained
with the detachment of infantry; and Prefton, for want of provi-
fions, returned to Trimliwath.

In the night the enemy threw fewer fhells than ufual: from
the morning of the 2d to the morning of the 3d, was the firft day
fince the 4th of January, in which no one was killed in the
fort; and no Sepoys received any hurt, but five Europeans were

wounded. The pioneers of the garrifon continued the two mines : -

they who were at work under the blind difcovered no figns of the
fap they fufpefted; but the miners, who were puthing under the
covered way towards the breaching battery, heard, at two in the
morning, the found of men working near them in the enemy’s
mine on the right under the eaft face of the glacis, which it was
{fuppofed they had relinquifhed fince it failed on the 23d. At day-
break they {prung this mine on the infide of the covered way,
through the counterfcarp of the ditch, at the extremity of the cu-
vette ; into which the bulk of the explofion was thrown. Frag-
ments of the brick-work wounded five Europeans and a Sepoy ; but
the explofion itfelf blew up none; neverthelefs, to deftroy many
men feemed the only intent ; for if it was meant to facilitate the
defcent into the ditch, their approaches were not fufficiently for-
wward to attempt this operation ; fince the excavation was entirely
commanded by the three innermoft gunsin the flank of the royal
baftion, of which all the feven being covered on the flank by the
oreillon, and by traverfes in the rear, had received no hurt from the

Vou. Il Kkk enemy’s
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and none of their mortars had chanced to light
that all remained in perfect condition, and the
{hould have raifed a battery
the glacis, to take off thefc

enemy’s cannon,
amongft them 3 {o
enemy, before they {prung the mine,
i1 the fame direétion, on the creft of .
defences. Immediately after the explofion, they began to fire from:
two embrafures of their breaching battery in the falient angle,
which the fire of the fort, as before, {foon obliged them to clofe ;
their other batteries likewife (lackened, and their mortars {till more.

Their workmen were chiefly employed during the night, in low-
ering the embrafures of their breaching battery 5 the garrifon,.
befides-the repairs of the demi-baftion, againft which the greateft
part of the enemy’s fire had been direGed, warked at their two
mining galleries. 'The cafualties. of the day and. night, befides the
men wounded by the enemy’s mine, were only one Sepoy killed,,
and one wounded.

" At day-lighton the 4th; the enemy: again opened  their breaching
battery on the creft of the glacis, and.for the firft time fired fromall |
ghe fix embrafures, whichs although fomething lowered, flill remained:
too high to ftrike below the parapet of the baftions; and the endea--
your neceffary to-reduce themeven to this level retarded the repeti--
tions of their fire.. ‘The two embrafures in the left of the battery bore:
on the north-caft, the other four on the demi-baftion. The N. E..
returned with three guns, but the demi-baftion with none ;. for the
embrafiires were clofed, in order to let the.workmen- thicken the-
parapet within 3 and their fire was much better f_’upplied by the four
mnermoft guns in the flank of the royal baftion, upon which not a:
gun in the breaching battery againft which' they fired, .nor from any
other, could bear ;: and‘the gunners, fenfible of thewr fecunty, fired"
with deliberate aim, whilit the three guns-on'the . . baftion conti-
nued hotly on: their oppofites, and both together obliged the enemy
in lefs than an hour to. withdraw their guns, and clofe the em--
brafures 3 nor did. they attempt to-open them again during the reft’
of the day. At feven the gallery carrying on towards this battery.
having been puthed to the banquet of the cavered way fell in‘at the

end’
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end there, and ths light came in; but the miners ftopped the hole
fo foon, 'that the enemy did not difcover the mifchance.  The gal-
Iery was then filled five or fix feet back, and from 'hence a return
made to the right, from which it was again continued ftréight for-
ward under the glacis. In the night, the enemy had withdrawn
the two twenty-four pounders from the bar, in.order to replace-others,
which had been difabled -in the north front of the astack; they
however {ubffituted a fix-pounder to check any fally from the fort.
T'he ceffation of this fire to the fouth releafed the Shaftefbury from the
greateft moleftation fhe had endured, by which feveral of her men
had been killed and wounded, her hull fhot through in many places,

and ‘all her mafts and figgiug ruined. Tn the morning, before.

day-light, the had moved from her ftation under the guns of the
s. £, or San' Thomé baftion, and ‘anchored about a mile in the
offing, oppofite to the fea-gate. The French fhips continued at their
anchors out of gun-fhot; fo that all the annoyance which the re-
ceived through the day was a'thot now and then from the fingle
gun at the fecond crochet. ' Againft the fort, the four guns at the
burying-ground continued with vivacity, but the two enfilading in
the Lorrain, and the fO'u; crochet on the hofpital battery with lefs
frequency : all the enemy’s firft-rate bombs were expended, and
moft of the next fizes, {o that they only fired a few fhells of eight
and ten inches from the fecond crochet. In the evening, a floop
from Pondicherry anchored at San Thomé with a fupply of fores.
During the night, the enemy fired a great deal of mutketry upon
the covered way, and the garrifon, befides the repairs, continued
the two mines. The cafualties of ‘the night and day were one
European and three Sepoys killed, and four with two wounded, and
a twenty-four pounder was difabled on the demi-baffion.

Early in the morning of the sth, the Harlem, the Diligent,
and ‘three {maller veflels, got under fail from their flation before
the black town, where they left only one, 'a fmall floop, and ftand-
ing to the fouthward were out of fight before the evening. The
caufe of their fudden departure, was a report from Pondicherry,
that feveral thips of force had been feen off Negapatam. At fun-
' - Kkka2 | rife,
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rife, the enemy again opened their breaching battery, but before.

they had fired three rounds were obliged to clofe it again by the fame

fire as the day before. At nine, a red flag feen on the mount fig-

nified that Prefton’s and Mahomed Hloof’s army were arrived there
from ‘Trimliwaifh ; they had before reprefented the neceflity of re-
maining at a diftance until fupplied with ammunition and ftores
from Chinglapett, provifions from the country, and money from
Madrafs. Mr. Pigot ordered them at all events to attempt the
effort fo often recommended of marching into the fort; but, left it
fhould fail, difpatched in the evening ten of the troop of Euro-
pean horfe, with captain Vaflerot, each carrying a thoufand pa-
godas, who crofied the Ifland, forced through the enemy’s guard at
Chindadrapettah, and arrived at the Mount at ten at night, of which
they immediately gave notice to the garrifon by four rockets and a
large fire. ‘The fire of the enemy’s batteries was flacker than ufual
in the day, their fhells very few, and little mufketry in the night.
Neverthelefs the cafualties until the morning of the 6th, were
another twenty-four pounder difabled on the demi-baftion, one Euro-
pean and three Sepoys killed, and four Europeans wounded.

The enemy’s breaching battery remained filent during the 6th; nor
had they repaired the damages it had fuftained ; but in Lally’s, of

“which the fire had ceafed fince the 3oth of the laft month, fix embra-

fures appeared to have been reftored to good condition for fervice ; but
fo manyof the enemy’s guns had been ruined, that they were obliged
to withdraw the four from the recochet battery at the hofpital, to
furnifh the embrafures at Lally’s, which, however, they did not
open until the next day ; fo that their fire this day was from fewer
guns than in any fince they began the fiege, confifting only of the
four guns at the burying ground, and two in the Lorrain battery 3

but they added two ten-inch mortars to the two already eftablifthed

at the fecond crochet. All their cavalry, European, as well as the
black, were obferved filing off to the Cheultry Plain ; and Sepoys,.
with guns and tumbrils, were feen marching that way from the
black town. The night paflfed without fkirmifh, for the enemy
were not heard at work on the creft of the glacis 3 but their mortars

1 continued,.
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continued. In the day and night two Europeans were killed, and
two wounded, but none of the Sepoys were hurt.

In the morning of the 7th the enemy began to fire, as was ex-
peted, from Lally’s battery, but only from four of the embrafures
and with a mortar on the. right, all bearing upon the demi and
north-eaft baftions, which together returned fix guns: the other
batteries continued as the day before, and the mortars in the night;
during which no alarms were given either by the enemy or the gar-
rifon : two guns were difabled on the north-eaft baftion ; two Eu-
ropeans were killed, and five, and two Sepoys, wounded.

Notwithftanding the inefficacy of the breaching battery, the reft
of the enemy’s fire had by this time rent the falient angle of the
demi baftion from top to bottom ; and Mr. Lally, who viewed every
thing with enthufiafm, ordered the principal engineers and artillery
officers fo give their opinion on the feafibility of ftorming this
breach, and declared his own of fuccefs ; but the officers confider-
ed the queftion with more deliberation. They agreed that the de-
{cent into the covered way from the breaching battery on one fide,
and-the gabions on the other, of the falient angle of the glacis, was
eafy, and that the defcent into the ditch and paffage acrofs it had
been rendered very praéticable by the mine they had {prung in the
covered way from the eaftern fide of the glacis, of which the ex-
plofion had filled up a fufficient {pace at the end of the cuvette or
trench of water dug along the middle of the ditch ; but a rank of
firong palifadoes ranged along the other fide of the cuvette, and.
having hitherto received no damage muft be torn down by hand,
before the troops could gain the foot of the breach ; who during
the defcent into the ditch would be expofed, without the cover of a
fingle gabion on the flank, to the fire of the north-eaft baftion
and of mufketry from the blind before it; to fix guns in the
curving flank of the royal baftion, and abundance of fmall arms
from the caponiere which led acrofs the ditch to the north ravelin s
and the havock of thefe two fires would continue without the leaft
refiftance or interruption upon. the. troops whilft affaulting the
breach itfelf, From thefe circumftances. the officers declared the

| ' breach,,.
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' breach, although pra&icable, inacceffible ; ‘but added, what they

were not afked, that fron¥ a' comparifon of the forces, the profe«

_cution of works to quell the fire of the place would only facrifice
the lives of many men without the leaft probability of fuccefs.

The only variation in the attack during the 8th, was the addition
of one gun on Lally’s, which now fired with five. ‘The force with

which the enemy intended to oppofe the army at the mount had -

collefted in a feparate camp on the Choultry Plain, and in their rear
at Egmore were fix field-pieces with four tumbrils. In the afternoon
the Briftol anchored off St. Thomé returning with ftores from Pon-
dicherey 5 and, as it was apprehended that fhe might have brought

a fupply of large fhells, the governor propofed that the Shaftfbury,

reinforced with forty foldiers from the fhore, fhould attack her.
Captain Inglifs concurred in this intention with alacrity; but his
mafts were {o much damaged, that it required the repair of two
days before he could fet a fail. - No annoyance, excépting morttars,
])a‘ﬁ"ed between the befiegers and the fort during the night. Before
the morning, the gallery in front of the blind before the north-eaft
baftion had been carried far enough toward the fea to fecure this
work from any mines of the enemy, and was continued in a dire@ion
forward towards the palmyra pallifado, of which the enemy were
in pofleflion, in order to crofs any other they might be attempting

.againft the eaft face of the covered way. Two explofions of powder

had been occafioned in the enemy’s works by the ‘fall of fhells during

the night. In thefe 24 hours were one ‘European and one Sepoy

killed, and two Europeans and one’ Sepoy wounded ; but no gun
was difmounted. ¥

In the three laft days, information had been received from Captain
Prefton, that Major Calliaud was approaching with a reinforcement
from the fouth's and thefe were the firft advices concerning him,
which ‘had reached either Prefton or the garrifon fince his departure
toTanjore; for every letter which he had written pafling through the
enemy'’s country, had been either intercepted by them, or carried far
away by the meflengers. = A variety of untoward incidents had pro-
trated’ the execution of ‘'his commiffion. - He embarked at nine in
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the morning-on the 1t of December in a common mafloolah, which  17509.
had only fix rowers and the fteerfman ; he was accompanied by Mr. =
Bofwell the furgeon, as his interpreter, and one fervant, In a B
fow hours after they were at fea, a hard gale of wind arofe, in

which they could not fhow the fail, and {carcely ufe the oars;
neverthelefs the drift of the wind and current carried the boat by-

o’clock the fecond night as far as Deyi Cotah, which is by the
{2 one hundred and thirty miles from_Madra{'s, when the rowers
were {o much exhaufted, that no entreaties. could prevent them
*from putting athore 3 .and they grounded on. the ftrand within half

a mile of the fort of Devi Cotah, in which was an officer and {ome.
French Sepoys, from whofe notice they were preferved by the con-
tiauance of the ftorm, and before day-break put to fea again; but
the boatmen would mot venture over- the. larger and outer furf, and
continued driving in the hollow fea between:- the two, until noon,
when they landed ‘at ‘Tranquebar. The. rains had overflowed the
rivers, which remained impaflable until the r2th. On the 14th,
Calliaud arrived at Achempettah 15 miles. from Tanjore, where
he was again detained three days by the bad weather.  On the 17th.
he reached the.city. '

The king of Tanjore, when more clofely preffed by Captain:
Jofeph Smith to furnith the 1000 horfe requefted of him by the
prefidency in December, pleaded ‘the ravages which his country
- had lately fuffered from the French army, and +demanded 200,000 *
rupees before-hand; at length he more plainly faid,  that he thought.
the Englith did net. care what befell the territory of their allies, .
provided they . could ‘defend their own : but as he could not alledge
this indifferente to himfelf when attacked by the French ; he cited
the unconcern with which they had fuffered the Erench to. take
every fort belonging; to the-Nabob, and even: his capital of Arcot, .
without making any efforts to protect them ; although he knew that

the prefidency had not the means, and with the Nabob’s were lofing

their own revenues.. ,
Major Calliaud found the King in the faime temper, fo pre-
poffefled of the decline of the Englith fortune, that he neglected the
o ufual :
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ufual attentions to himfelf, as their reprefentative, and inftead of a
houfe, allotted his habitation in a choultry. In their conference,
the king faid he had fufficiently expofed himfelf to the re-
{entment of the French, if Madrafs fhould fall, by the affiftance
he had already fent with Mahomed Iffoof, which were 300
horfe ; but not paid by himfelf: neverthelefs he was willing to lend
100 more, provided Calliaud would difcharge their arrears; Cal-
liaud demanded Colonel Kennedy and the Jefuit Eftevan, the French
hoftages whom the king had detained ; but the king refufed, and
let them depart on the rgth, as it were, in his fight. Never-
thelefs, the horfe were {o neceffary that Caillaud determined not to
take offence whilft there remained any probability of getting them, and
applied for money to the houfe of Buccangee, which was by far the
moft confiderable bank in the Carnatic, and had hitherto tranfaéted
the greateft part of the Company’s exchange throughout the province:
but their agents in Tanjore refufed to fupply any money for bills on
Madrafs. The king knowing this promifed the horfe fhould be
ready in four days, if the money were paid. Calliaud then applied
to the Dutch ‘government of Negapatam, who profered a loan, but
propofed to furnith it in coins, and at rates, which would have
produced a lofs of 25 per cent. Thefe difappointments obliged
him to feek the money at Tritchinopoly, where he arrived on
the 24th, and obtained the promife of a fupply from another thop
of Buccangee's houfe eftablifhed there: he returned on the 27th to
Tanjore, where intelligence had been received the day before, that
the Nabob with his family, who had left Madrafs on the 2oth,
were arrived at Negapatam, and that his wife, in this fhort but
tempeftuous paflage, had been brought to bed at fea. At the fame
time Seid Muoon the Nabob’s agent at T'anjore informed the king,
that the Nabob intended to come into the city in his way to Trichi-
nopoly, and expefted to be met, as ufual, upon the road; but the
embarkation, the feafon, and above all, the travail of the lady, had
convinced the king, contrary to the real motives, that nothing but
the defpair of Madrafs could have induced the Englith government
to expofe the prince of their alliance to fuch rifques and diftreffes ;

and
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and either from the malignant pleafure of infulting his fuperior in
diftrefs, or from his dread of the French, if they fhould prove
fuccefsful, or both, he refufed either to admit the Nabob into the
city, or to pay him a vifit without the walls: nor heeded the re-
prefentations of Calliaud endeavourmg to corre&t his contumacy.
The news likewife frightened the fhroff at Tritchinopoly fo much, that
he retracted his promife, and refufed to fupply money upon any terms.
However, 50 of the horfe were aflembled at Condore on the bank of
the Coleroon, 1o miles north of the city, and Calliaud, in order to
encourage the reft to follow, went thither likewife. The next
day, which was the 28th, a detachment of 5oo Sepoys, which
he had ordered from Tritchmopoly to efcort the Nabob, paflfed by
in their way to Negapatam ; and on the 1t of Januaty he received
from Mr. Norris, the member of the council who had 1ccompan11,d
the Nabob from Madrafs, 16 of 20,000 pagodas which had been

fent by the prefidency to defray the expences of the garrifon’of Trit- -

chinopoly : but although this fupply obviated the pretexts of dclay,
the king fent out no more horfe. ~ On the sth, major Calliaud vi-
fited the Nabob at Aimapettab, and accompanied him to Pondi, a
village 7 miles from Tanjore, where the illnefs of the Nabob’s wife
detained them the two fucceeding days, during which major Cal-
liaud went again to the city, when his exhortations, f{econded by the
appearance of the efcort, prevailed ; and the king vifited the Nabob
on the 8th with the ufual ceremonies in a choultry on the road.
Major Calliaud, to dignify the Nabob’s appearance-in his own ter-
ritory, and at his earneft requeft, judicioufly put himfelf at the head
of the efcort, and marched with him to Tritchinopoly : they arrived
there on the roth, but Caillaud returned the next day to Condore 3
where no more horfe had hitherto joined the firft party 5 his letters
and meffages, for he refolved not to vifit the king again, availing as
lictle as before, he returned to Tritchinopoly on the 1 7th, in
hopes of levying a body of horfe'in the adjacent country; and on his
departure exprefled, intentling it thould be conveyed, the utmoft indig-
nation at the king’s evafions. He however left ¢ agents at Condore to.

Vor.II. L1k improve
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improve any advantageous change which might happen in his difpo-
fition, and the king, alarmed by the refentment of his departure, {ent.

out the remainder of the horfe with {cribes to clear their accounts;:

on which Calliaud returned on the 211t to Condore, and advancing
them fifteen days pay, they croflfed the Coleroon the next day,
and on the 23d moved to Trimalvedy, a fort belonging to the
Arielore polygar, on the bank of the river, about 5 miles above
Condore. Here he propofed that they fhould proeced 10 miles far-
ther that day ; but they halted parlying for more pay until the 25th,,
when they marched 20 miles to Mongalpaddy, 2 village ftill in the
diftri@s of Arielore ; where they were joined by three companies of
Sepoys from Tritchinopoly. The whole arrived and halted the next,
day at Volcondah, and on the 25th reached Thiagar : here the horfe,

‘lirl'

refufed again to proceed until they received their arrears, which the

king had promifed, and. failed to fend. They were however fa-.

tisfied with another advance of 15 days, but requefted another

day’s halt in expe@ation of fome of their neceflaries which were
not yet come up from Tanjore., On the 31ft they marched from

Thiagar to Tricolore, which is 15 miles onwards. The killidar

Kiftnarow, who had before taken the field with Mahomed Ifioof,
promifed to follow with all his force from Thiagar : but none ap-
peared. On the 1ft of February, Calliaud with his own troops
reached Trivanalore, and the next day Villaporam.  The partizan
Lambert, with soo Sepoys, had advanced to this place to appofe.
their progrefs ; but, receiving certain intelligence of their . force,
went off the fame day to Gingee. The want of provifions detained
Calliaud’s party at Villaporum until the 4th s and on the yth at
noon they arrived at Chinglapet, both foot and horfe fo much fa-.
tigued, for the march was feventy-five miles in three days, that

they could proceed no farther ; on which Calliaud left them there to.

refreth, and went away with his own attendants to the mount, where
he arrived at feven that night; and as the elder officer took the
command of all the forces there, Prefton’s, Mahomed Ificof’s, and

Abdulwahab’s.
The
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The mount isa craggy rock, of which the bafe is oblong from
eaft to welt, and a mile round. It has two eminences, of which that
to the eaftward is much the higheft, being 150 fect, and has at
the top a fmall level plot, in which ftands a church, the fubftitute of
a much more antient ftructure, dedicated by the ancient chriftians of
Coromandel and Malabar to a Saint Thomas, whom the prefent er-
roncoufly fuppefe to be the apoftle. A flight of broad fteps leading
to the church winds on the eaftern fide, juft where the hill itfelf
begins to round to the north. A village of country-houfes, built by
the Englith, extends from the foot of the mount about 600 yards
to the eaft, and confifts of two rows of houfes fituated in gardens
feparated by a lane. The row which faces the fouth fronts a pleafant
plain, and the walls of its enclofures as well on this fide as on the
other, where they fkirt the lane, are on a ftrait line. 'T'he enclofure
which terminated the front row, to the eaft, was the garden-houfe
of Colonel Lawrence; it occupied 100 yards to the plain, and,
as all the others of this row, the fame extent backward to the
lane ; the gardens on the other fide of the lane were not all inclofed
with walls, but fome with banks and hedges ; all however capable
of fome defence. The laft inclofure in this row, which from its
owner was called Carvalho’s garden, projefted 5o yards farther out
to the eaft than Lawrence’s, the laft in the front row, of which

in confequence it flanked the eaftern fide : and about 200 yards’

out on the plain to the fouth, diveétly oppofite to’ Carvalho’s, ftood
the ruins of five or fix mud houfes, ‘with feveral trees furroundmg
a fmall brick building, which "had'once contained a fwamy, or
idol. = This ftation flanked the ground before the front row of in-
clofures. ‘The lane that feparated the two rows continued nearly in

a ftreight line from the eaft, and termmated at the bottom of the’

fteps leading to the fummit of the mount. 'On the right hand of
the fteps was a craggy path from the plain on the fouth, and on the
left hand an outlet leading round the north fide of theé mount:
contiguous to the path on the right, and within piftol-thot of the
{teps, was a houfe which looked upon the outlet to the north ;
and the laft houfe on the other fide at this end of the lane coms

Lllz manded
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manded obliquely the opening of “the path from the fouth: a{pa-
cious gateway at the bottom of the fteps ﬁ:onted t.he- lanq between. A

The black troops, exclufive of thofe which major Calliaud had left
at Chinglapett, were 2200 horfe, and 2500 Sepoys 3 but the Eu-
ropeans were only 103, 12 of whom were artillery-men, and_.xq
with Vaflerot, troopers; the other 8o were xm}{ketry, including
officers 3 the artillery were fix three-pounders.  Of the Sepoys, thofe
from the garrifon of Chinglapett, and 700 of Mahomed Iffoof’s,
might be relied onj but little dependance could be_ placed on t%le r_eft,_
and lefs on the cavalry. In this convi&tion, Calliaud determined to
rifque little in the plain, but to defend’ the whole village of the
mount, which afforded excellent ftations. The plain to the noith,
behind the fecond row of inclofures, required few precautions, be-
caufe the ground, being laid out in rice-fields, precluded the approach
of cannon, and the ufe of cavalry. But, if the enemy thould get
pofleflion of Carvalho’s garden, they might foon penctrate into:
all the other inclofures of the fecond row along the lane when the
firft row, attacked from this in the rear, and in front by another di=
vifion of the enemy from the plain, on the fouth, could not be long;
mamtained.  Calliaud therefore confidered Caravalho’s garden as the
decifive poft, and ftationed in it 60 of the European mufketry with.
four of the field-picces. The two other ficld-pieces, with the 20
ether European firelocks, and 300 Sepoys, were pofted at the fwamy-
houfe'; the inlets of this poft were barricaded, and the walls of the
mud-houfes were lowered to parapets for the mufketry, and
where neceflary ftill lower for the ficld-pieces, but time and
means were wanting to- inclofe them either with a ditch or palli-
fades. Seventeen hundred Sepoys were diftributed in the gardens
of the front row facing the fouth, but the greateft part in Lawrence’s
to the eaft, and a communication. was prepared between all thefe:
enclofures by openings in the walls. of feparation. The remaining,
500 Sepoys were ftationed to defend the inlets to the upper end of
the lane, at the foot of the mount; fome in the two houfes there,
others on the fteps, others at the gate, and others in different parts.
of the rock itfelf. The black cavalry had encamped along the north

fide
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fide of the mount, and were ordered to hold themfelvea in' readinefs:
to act as occafion thould require.

With the dawn of the next day, which was the 9th the gnemy
were difcerned approdching in two!large bodies. The one con-
fifting of 1200 Sepoys, and soo black herfe, advanced from the
Marmelong, or San Thomé river, towards the eaft end of the village,
but having no field-pieces, regulated their approach by that of the
other body, which, having taken a eireuit to the left, were per-
ceived at two miles diftance on the plain to the fouth. ‘This body
confifted of 300, being the whole of the French European cavalry,
and 6oo European infantry : the ecavalry was i the center in
two ranks, the troopers on the right, the dragoons next, the huffars

on the left. The infantry were equally divided en each fide of the
cavalry, and both divifions had two ficld-pieces en each of their
flanks, cight in all, of which two were twelve, two nine, and the

other four, fix-pounders. The wholé was commanded by a relation:

of Mr. Lally’s, of the fame name, and with the rank of Colonel. The-

black horfe with Calliaud formed on his  fummons in front of the

garden: walls; they were crowded, according to their cuftom, ten or
twelve ranks in depth. Abdulwahab prefented himfelf with {feeming

refolation at their head, and Calliaud, with the 1o troopers and Vaf-
ferot, rode on their left. The French cavalry were advancing before
their infantry ; and it was' the intention of Calliaud, that his own

thould wait uvhatil they came in a line with the flank fire of the field--
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pieces at the fivamy houfe : but when they were within 1000 yards,,

where the ground began to take an-afcent: towards the garden walls,,

although fearcely perceptible in a:lefs fpace, the whole bedy of the
black cavalrywithCalliaud et off fcampering;, thouting, and flourithing;
their {abres.. ' ‘The French: cavalry camélonto mect themyat a round
trot 3 but halting fuddenly, ‘the firft rank'difcharged: their carbines,,
by which four or five horfes, and as many men, were brought to the
ground, on ‘which the whole, excepting Calliaud and the 1o troopers,.
went off at once,  {fome efcaping along the fide of the mount to their
right, but ‘others turning, prefledinto the path in their rear, which led.
into the head of the lane at the foot of the fieps, and puthed acrofs it

by
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by the other outl
French cavalry followed them until they themfelves came within:
reach of the flank fire of the field-pieces at the fwamy houfe, which

falling amongft the troopers and dragoons on the right, obliged them?

of, to the plain on'the north of the mount. The

il

to check ahd turn backs but'the huffars on the left, ‘not feeling fo'

much of this annoyance, pufhed on, and purfued the fugitives through
the opening into the upper end of the Jane, where they immédiately
fell under the fire of the 500 fepoys pofted in the different ftations
in that part of the mount and in the two houfes, which drove them
with as myuch ‘precipitation s ‘thofe they were purfuing, through
the outlet to the north, from whence ' they galloped round the
mount, and rejoined the cavalry from which they had {eparated,
in the plain to the fouth. = Calliaud, with the troopers, retreated to
the. inclofure next Lawrence’s garden, and his horfe, which had re-
ceived a ball'in the breaft; fell under him at the gate. | As foon as
the Huffars returned, the whole of the French line advanced again in
the fame order as before, and halted at the diftance of 6oo yardssy
the divifion of infantry on the right, oppofite'to the {wamy houfes
the other on the left, over againft the laft inclofures at the foot of
the mount. From thefe fituations the infantry of both divifions fent
forward their field-pieces 200 yards nearer, which began a brifk and
indifcriminate cannonade againft the garden walls, and the poft at the
fivamy - houfe, which was anfwered with effe€t only by the two
field-pieces at this poft ; for the fire of the fepoys, even here as'well
as in the gardens, was thrown away, and neverthelefs could not be
reftrained. Mean while the body of enemy’s troops to the eaft halted
behind a ridge, which extended at the diftance of Yoo yards, op-
pofite to Carvalho’s garden, againft which their fepoys kept up a
conftant and ufelefs fire of mufketry, which neverthelefs was often

anfwered from the four field-pieces in the garden. :
Colonel Lally feeing no effe®t from  his field-pieces agoinft the
garden-walls to the fouth, and the danger of ftorming them,
before the advanced poft at the {wamy houfe was carried, de-
tached at nine o’clock 100 Europeans from the divifion of infan-
try on the right, to attack it at the puth of bayonet ; .but the five
7 of
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of the two field-pieces, and the mufketry there, met them {o hotly,
that they broke within 30.yards of the poft, and retreated with pre-
cipitation to their dlvmon, which on this repulfe recurred again
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to their ficld-pieces. Calliaud, neverthelefs, was convinced that_ :

the poft: would be foon attacked again,. and,could not be: main-
tained throughout the day, and therefore drew off one of the field-
pieces. At ten the enemy fent a ftronger detachment to make ano-
ther attack, who were beat off as the firft; and half an hour after,
another attack was made by 200 of the leI{jpn, Who were likewife
repulfed ; but thefe {uccefles had fo much elated the defenders, that
all the fepoys, with moft of the Europeans, accompanied by enfign
Airey himfelf, ruthed out to purfue the detachment; who, as if
by defign, retreated faft, and led them 300 yards into the plain:
two troops of horfe, who had been patrolling in the rear of the in-
fantry, chanced at this moment to be juft behind the remaining Eu-
ropeans of the divifion to the ught and feeing the advantage, fet:
off at full gallop and fell fword in hand upon the purfuers, before

they had time' to form in proper order to refift the thock. All were,

in an inftant {cattered, and many were cut down before they reached.
the fwamy houfe ; when, although fafe, they did not think them-
{elves {o, but leaving the ficld-piece, ran out onthe other fideto gainthe
gate of Lawrence’s garden, which ftood open before them ; but before
they got there, the troopersgalloping round the eaft fideof the poft, fell
upon them again, up to the very gate, where their carcer was checked
by a ftrong fire of the Sepoys, whom Mahomed Iffoof {feeing the
difafter had ranged along the walls. The furprize, for feveral fell,,
deprived the cavalry Likewife of the recolletion to return, and take
fhelter behind the cover at the fivamy houfe ;. but they galloped a--
" crofs the angle of Lawrence’s towards the angle of Caryalho’s gar-
den, where Caillaud feeing them coming, met;them with the fire of
the 4 field-pieces in this poft : but the gunners having hitherto only
ufed ball, forgot to change their charge for grape fthot, which great-
ly diminithed the execution ; for the cavalry paffed within 30 yards:
of the angle, and continued galloping onward to the north eaft, un-
til out of reach, when they turned in the rear of their Sepoys be-
- hind
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hind the ridge. However fome of them fell 5 but all the lofs they
hiad {ufibred- was ‘miuch’ lefs’ than ‘the havock they had made ; for

they had killed ‘or cut down more than a hund-red? but moﬁly _.

Sepoys. i} & } Wi . k!
“The right divifion of the enerny’s infantry with their field-pieces im=

‘mediately took poffeflion of thedeferted poft; their left likewife advanc-

ed fomething nearer the inclofures on their fide, anfi both began a-'hot
cann011-adé againit the garden walls, which being flight, but ({f brick,
were eafily perforated. =/T’he Sepoys within took thelter behind the
houfes, ready to man the walls on 4 clofer attack; but ever and anon,

.one or other of thofe, obliged to move to and fro, was kill‘cd; and
thefe cafiralties, although few, difpirited many, who took everyoppor=

tunity to quit their ftations, and fteal into the back enclofures, from
hence they efeaped round the mount, and haftened far from the
field. . Of the 'black cavalry not mere than a hundred had returned
{ince the routin the morning, and kept both the rows of enclofures

‘between:themfelves and the enemy’s fhot. At noon a party was

difcerned advancing from the San Thomé river, with a piece of

cannon drawn by many oxen. It was a heavy iron eighteen-poun~
der. “The ficld-pieces at Carvalho’s fired upon them at random fhot,
which frightened ‘the cattle, and obliged the drivers feveral times to
-unyoke the reftive, and at laft to throw them all off, when the Laf= :
.cars alone dragged the gun : but when arrived at the ridge, where
:the Sepoys had taken poft, it could net be made ufe of behind it ;
-and whilft they were drawing it farther forward into the plain, fe-

veral thot which'took place amongft them interrupted their attempt.
At length it was brought to a proper flation, and at 2 o’clock began
to fire at péint blank ; it was oppofed as before by the 4 three-
.pounders, which could not with the fame certainty reach 1o far, and
feveral of the men ferving themwere killed by the{hot, and wounded by
fragments of the houfe. Mean while the enemy to the fouth, be-
fides their cannonade, -which continued hotter than in the forenocon,
advanced at different intervals feveral parties, as well from the divi-
fion on the left, as the fiwamy houfe, with the appearance of af~
fault, but only to draw the unneceffary fire of the Sepoys, which

5 ' always
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always fucceeded ; and it became fortunate that {o many had quitted,
for even the beft who remained could not be reftrained from firing
on eyery motion, although in vain. But by 5 o’clock in the afternoon,
the perfeverance of the enemy s cannonade obliged them likewife
to diminifh it, for fear of ruining their own guns, and at funfet it
ceafed totally, and they were feen yoking, and foon after drew off
all their artillery, moving to the eaftward: the eighteen-pounder
ceafed and drew off at the fame time. The fight was more joyful

than they fufpected to the troops in the village, for Calliaud had juft

before received information, that the mufket ammunition was ex-
pended to fix cartridges a man, and only three balls, befides the grape-
thot, left for each of the field pieces ; fo that no retreat could have been
made, if prefled by the enemy in the open plain.  Spies followed them
until they had croffed the river of San Thomé, and began to take up
their quarters in the village of Marmelong ; and immediately on the
return-of the fpies at eight at night, Calliaud marched aw: ay with all
that remained of his force, in filence, for fear of the enemy’s cavalry,
and left fires to deceive them. Before the mommg, they. arrived at
Vendaloor. The fugitive cavalry of the mor ning had run away with
{o much hurry, that they reached Chinglapett before noon. T'o rejoin
them, as well as to get a fupply of ammunition, Calliaud continued
his march the next day, and arrived there in the evening, where all
the Sepoys, who had not intirely deferted, were likewife affembled.
Of the Europeans, {even were killed dead, and 1 3wounded. It was not
{o eafy to afcertain the lofs fuftained by the Sepoys; but by the reports

“of thofe who held out through the aétion, it was computed that fifty
were killed on the fpot, and about'1 50 were brought away wounded.
The lofs of the enemy was not known, but {uppofed to be 50 Eu-
ropeans, and moft in proportion of the cavalry. The firing of the
aétion was heard in the fort, and feveral parties at different times of
the day were feen gomg towards the mount, and not a few palankins
and doolies returning from it with the wounded.

Notw1thﬁandmg the draughts which had been made for this at-
tack, theenemy’s fire on the fort continued with more vivacity than
might have been expected, although not fo frequent as the day be-
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fore, .but both their thot and fhells were directed againit the build-
ings. The Shaftefbury was not ready to weigh and bear down upon

the Briftol, at anchor in the road of St. Thomé, before the night

clofed, and in this interval the Briftol employed all the boats which
could be aflfembled in unloading her ftores, and for more difpatch
put a part of them on board of the floop which was in the road
when fhe arrived, and into the other from the black town, which had
pafled and anchored near her; neverthelefs the had not difcharged
half her cargo before night, and for fear of the Shaftefbury fet fail,
and was out of reach before morning. It being fuppofed that the
{ervice at the mount had drained the enemy’s pofts to the fouthward

of the fort, two companies of Sepoys were detached in the afternoon,

who proceeded as far as the governor’s garden, from whence they

brought off fome ammunition, and in their return fet fire to the ga~

bions of the battery near the bar, meeting no oppofition. The ene-
my’s mortars continued fparingly through the night, but as in the
day againft the houfes. Not a man or a gun was hurt in the fort
during thefe 24 hours; but the numbers of the garrifon were by this
time fo much impaired by cafualties and ficknefs, that the grenadier
company, which had hitherto been kept in referve, were obliged to
furnifh a proportion to the guards of the different poffts.

The next day, which was the 1oth, the enemy fired with four
guns and one mortar from Lally’s, three guns from the burying-
ground, two from the Lorrain battery, and with two mortars at
the fecond crochet: the guns at Lally’s fired {martly, but moft of
the thot from hence, as well as the fhells from all the three mor-
tars, were, as the day before, diretted againft the buildings, which
were much rent and fhattered. The mortars continued through the
night, during’ which the garrifon began another embrafure in the
fafcine battery on the beach, within the flow of the furf; it was in-
tended to fweep the ftrand, along which the enemy might approach
under cover of the bank of fand which forms the beach and ftops the
fea that has thrown it up. The gallery or mine at the falient angle
was this day compleated : it had been puthed go feet from the coun-
ter-fcarp of the ditch, which brought it under the enemy’s breach-

ing
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ing battery, when a fhort return was made on each Hand from the
end, and in a chamber at the end of each return was laid 2 box,
containing 200 pounds of powder, to which the fauciflbns were
fixed. |'The gallery before the blind ‘was fufficiently advanced to-
wards the {ea-fide to crofs any approach under ground' to ‘the blind,
and another branch was opened from this gallery ten feet on the
outfide of the eaft face of the covered way, parallel to which it was
mtended to prolong the branch ‘to the north, in order to difcover
and meet the enemy if working under ground in this part. In the
morning the Cuddalore’ floop belonging to the Company returned
ito the road, which fhe had left ten days before, having emploved this

time in regaining the diftance the had failed in one : orders were im--

mediately fent off to her by a catamarar; in confequence of which
the bore down into the road of St. Thomé, and attacked the two
{mall veflels lying there, which had not yet landed all the fores
they had received from the Briftol. ‘The veffels, after receiving a
few fhot, weighed and ran'clofe to the furf, within 100 yards of the
thore ; the Cuddalore followed them as near as fhe could, when a
party of mufketry, with two field-pieces, came-to the ftrand, and’
began to fire on her ; by which the crew, who were alt Lafears,
were fo much frightened, that they could hardly be prevailed'on to
ftand the deck : the mafter, therefore, bore away, and in the even-
g anchored again before the fort. The fire of the day and- night
wounded two Europeans. and one Sepoy, and difabled a 24 pounder
on the demi baftion. |

On the 11th the enemy’s fire continued” from the fame cannon

and mortars as the day before, but more brifkly. The Cuddalore
{loop bore down again in the morning upon the two veflels in the
road of St. Thomé, and was again beat off by the fame fire from the
thore. . The outward’ embrafure of the fafcine battery in the furf

was compleated, and pallifadocs ftaked in front of it: a range of
trees, were laid before the pallifadoes, and' others along the fhoulder-
of the battery in the furf itfelf. The cafualties in the day and night
were two Europeans and one Sepoy killed, and ' four Europeans and’
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one Sepo); wounded 3 a twenty-four pounder was difabled on the:

royal baftion. _ il ot i
The {ame fire continued on the 1 2th, but with more effet, difabling
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fix guns. Before ¢his time all the original parapet-of the w. £i baftiond

11ad been battered away ; and {o much of the body of thie baftion' itfelf

crumbled, that the outfide of the gabions and fand-bags, which liad:

been fubftituted on the rampart, did not extend beyond the ground
which had been the line of the infide of the original parapet; and in.
the afternoon of this day a fhot from a twenty- four pounder on
Lally’s battery came quite through the gabions, dnd wounded a cen=
tinel in the baftion; four other Europeans and one Sepoy were
wounded, and two Europeans were killed, during thefe 24 hours.

At three in the morning of the 13th, a party from the enemy’s
strenches, confifting of 5o coffrees, advanced along the fea-fide from
the ftockade, of which they weré in poflefiion, intending to ftorm and
nail up the guns in the fafcine battery. They were led by a {erjeant
chofen for his bravery, with the promife of a commiffion if the at-
-tempt.fucceeded. The party was difcovered when within go yards
of the work, on which they halted, probably to form for the puth,
and in this fhort interval received two rounds of grape-fhot from the

_embrafure next the breach, the execution of which threw them into

fuch cenfufion, that they all ran back to the trenches, leaving feven
dead, and the ferjeant defperately wounded. Upon this alarm, the
drums ‘beat to arms, and all the garrifon and inhabitants repaired to
their feveral pofts : and a fmart fire was kept up from the defences,
and returned by the enemy frem the trenches, for fome time after
the party was repulfed. The ferjeant crawled into the covered way,
where he was taken up, told what he knew of the enemy’s inten-
tions, and died before day-break. This day the enemy ceafed firing
from the three guns in the Lorrain battery, by which the numben
of their cannon was reduced to feven pieces; but the five in Lally’s

fired very brifkly: their three mortars continued as before through -

the day, but very {paringly during the night, which gave fufpicion
that they were bufy at work in their trenches, and before day-light
ar
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it was difcovered that they had ad-

vanced fome gabions on the edge of the furf beyond the Palmyra ftoc-
kade, which indicated that they either intended to bring cannon againft
the fafcine battery, or to advance by traverfes under cover of the
beach which was fteep, and then attack the covered way and the
faféine battery together : a ftrong fire was kept up from the fafcine
battery upon the ftockade, and the gabiuns they had advanced until
the morning. In thefe 24 hours no guns were difmounted in the
fort; but three Europeans were killed, and four, with one Sepoy,
wouhded. ' The mine under the eriemy’s battery at the {alient angle

of the covered way was compleatly {topt up before noon ; and three

ploneers, covered at night by ten grenadiers, were continued at the
plofion.

counterfearp in readinefs to make the ex

It being difcovered at day-break of the 14th, that the enemy had
renewed their gabions beyond the ftockade, a fally was made upon
them at fun-rife. A fubaltern and 15 men went along the covered
way- till they came upon the flank of the ftockade, 40 men with
two captains advanced dire@ly in front of it along the glacis, fol-
lowed by 20 pioneers and an engineer without arms. The two
parties attacked at the fame inftant, and their firft fire drove the
enemy from the ftockade, and continued firing forwards from it on
all that appeared ; at the fame time the north ravelin, the royal, the
demi, and . £. baftion, plyed the trenches with grape fhot, and all
together deterred the enemy from venturing out of them, which
gave the pioneers leifure to overturn the gabions into the. fea, and
to fpread and level the earth they contained. = After which, the
‘whole detachment returned unmolefted into the covered way,
having only two men flightly wounded. The enemy’s fire con-
tinued as the day before, but they threw very few fhells in the night,
duting which they worked hard in replacing the gabions which had
been overfet in the morning, and endeavoured to compleat the tra-
ver{e from them towards the furf; but the fire of 2 twelve-pounder

from the fafcine battery, and the (hells from the demi baftion, con-
tinually interrupted their work. In the evening the Diligent and
a floop with ftores from Pondicherry anchored in the road of St.

Thom¢ 3
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Thomé ; and on their appearance 15 failors which had been taken
out of the Shaftfbury to ferve in the garrifon, with 30 more Eu-
.rdpcans, were fent on board with orders to Captain Inglifs to bear

“down, and attack thefe veffels. The decks of the Shaftfbury being

lumbered with goods, the did not get under fail until 11 o’clock at
night, and was too foon difcovered by the two veflels, which immedi-
ately got under way, and before day-break were too far to the fouth-
ward to be purfued. In thefe 24 hours two Europeans were killed, and
5 wounded, but none of the Sepoys were hurt, A twenty-four pounder
on the demi baftion was fplit in the muzzle by one of the enemy’s
thot. For feveral days a number of labourers, guarded by a party of
foldiers, with an officer, had been difcerned from the fteeple de-
molithing the governor’s garden-houfe, and in the afternoon of this
day they fet fire to the village of Chipauk which ftood at the back
of the garden, between the bar of the river and the village of T'rip-
licane. ‘
- The next day, which was the 15th, the enemy’s fire was very
brifk in the morning, from fix guns in Lally’s, four at the burying-
ground, and two in the Lorrain battery ; but it decreafed in the
afternoon, and at 5 o'clock they only fired from three in Lally’s,
and two at the burying-ground, and from neither of the two in the
Lorrain battery: the fire of their mortars likewife flackened. Several
camels and many coolies were feen pafling from St. Thomé acrofs
Egmore plain to the Black town, loaded, it was fuppofed, with am-
muntion ; but a much greater number of coolies with all kinds of
burthens pafled from thence to the fouthward, which confirmed the
intelligence of a fpy, that the enemy were fending away their fuper-
fluous ftores and the remains of their booty to Pondicherry, and gave
credit to the information of the deceafed ferjeant, that they had de-
termined to raife the fiege. They fired very few fhells, and con-
tinued very quiet in their trenches during the night; but the garrifon
fufpeéling that they might be carrying on their gabions by the fea-
fide, kept up a fmart fire from the fafcine battery upon the head of
their fap until 2 o’clock in the morning, when the moon gave fuf-
ficient light to difcover that they were doing nothing there; on

which
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which the firing ceafed. At the fame time, the enemy’s guard in
their battery on the creft of the glacis, which for fome days had
only been ufed as a lodgement for muiketry, perceived and fired upon
a party of Sepoys who were leveling the rubbifh at the foot of the
demi baftion, which had been beat down' by the cannonade of the
day. One of the Sepoys was killed, on which the reft ran away,
and no other of thefe troops could be prevailed upon to continue the
work, which was however compleated by a party of Europeans. A
fix-pounder in the fafcine battery was difabled by one of the enemy’s
fhot. The cafualties in the 24 hours, were one Coffree and one
Sepoy killed, and one of each, with two Europeans, wounded, and
lieutenant Hopkins loft his right arm by a cannon fhot. Two
letters were received this day from Major Calliaud, dated the 11th
and 13th, advifing his intention to make a forced march from Ching-
lapett, with the troops under his command, in hopes of {urprizing
" the fort of Sadrafs, of which the French continued in pofleffion ;
and requefting that money and ammunition might be fent to him
there, in confequence of which the Cuddalore floop was immediately
difpatched with 300 three-pound thot, and 20,090 pagodas in money.
This fum compleated 70,000, which had been fent out of the fort,
fince invefted, for the fupply of the army abroad. Much more re-
mained in the company’s treafury, which was indebted for this
affluence to the remittances from their acquifitions in Bengal ; but,
had this fource failed, the wealth of individuals colle¢ted within the
fort would have been much more than fufficient to have anfwered

all the expences incurred for its defence. = Very different were the

faculties and finances of the enemy. The treafury of the govern-
ment at Pondicherry was exhaufted, and individuals from their dif-
truft and deteftation of Mr. Lally would lend none to forward the
public caufe, although their own; and from violence and mif-
management, the countries which had been reduced, and were the
whole extent between Devi Cotaly, Arcot, and Madrafs, had furnifhed
neither revenues or other means adequate to the wants and con-
fumption of the enemy’s army employed in the fiege, where the
pay of the common foldiers was at this time fix weeks in arrear, and

their
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s equally ill fupplied; who neverthelefs, npt N
d difcourfes of their officers, ftill more
difhonourable becaufe they had all got plunder, perfevered in thau‘".
duty with unremitting fpirit and alacrity, and M. ]:4_ally feems fp},‘
have refpected their merit. But the Sepoys had neither the f&ﬁle*f -
principles, nor received the fame encouragement, for he had alw;ysz,;_ 1
treated them, as all the natives in general, with the utmoft contempt
and feverity, which they now revenged, juft as their {lender fervices
became moft important, by threatening to leave the army, if they
were not immediately paid; and fpreading their example by their
correfpondence, 500, who had been pofted with a few Europeans in
the fort of Tripaffore, forced the gates, and marching out with their
arms plundered the country, in order, as they faid, to colle& their
arrears. The news was brought to the black town a few hours after
the event, on the 15th, and created much anxiety, becaufe all the =
rovifions which the army received, came by Tripaffore, and might -«
be eafily diverted by thefe malecontents. Few refrained from de~
claring that the fiege ought to be immediately raifed ; but Mr. Lally, %
to maintain the lead of his own opinion, gave out that he would
never quit the enterprize, until he had tried the fuccefs of a general
affault, and talked as if the hour was not far diftant. I4f}
The next morning, which was the 16th, the enemy’s cannon, .
although not increafed in number, fired with more vivacity than for
many days before. At 3 in the afternoon intelligence was brought
by a catamaran from Paliacat, thata floop, which had juft anchored
there, had fpoke on the gth of the month in the lat. of 14°, with the i
thips from Bombay, from which the Shaftfbury had feparated ; and
that they had been feen on the 12th off Durafapatam, 1oo miles to
the north of Madrafs. At 5 o’clock in the afternoon, the fix '-fhipé
were defcryed in the N. E. ftanding towards the road ; neverthelefs
the enemy’s fire continued with uncommon vivacity until funfet ;
and it being concluded, that, if they had ever intended to make a
general affault, it would be attempted this night, before the rein-
forcements could be landed, every foldier and inhabitant in the gar-
rifon capable of ftanding to his arms repaired to their refpeQive pofts,
and

their other neceflitie
withftanding the difcontente
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and as foon as it was dark a hot fire of mufketry from the north
face of the defences was kept up on the enemy’s works, which
they returned with equal alacrity. At ten at night the fhips, di-
refted by lights held ‘out in the fort, anchored in the road. The
firing on fhore ftll continued, and at 2 in the morning that from
the enemy, in their lodgement, on the creft of the glacis, and in
their pofts and fap oppofite to the N.E. baftion and fafcine battery,
although very firong before, grew ftronger than ever, but their thot
flew too high : it began to flacken {oon after, when the blaze of fires

were perceived in ‘their trenches : at 3 all their annoyances ceafed
mtirely, after which ne motions of men were any longer diftin-
guithed ; but feveral large piles of wood in the rear of Lally’s battery
were feen in flames.. The cafualties fince the preceding morning to-

this time, were three Europeans and one Sepoy wounded, and one
Sepoy killed.- ]

At day-break the whole army were difcovered in full march from:
the weft fide of the black tewn towards the Choultry Plain, and the:

greateft part had already crofled the northern river. They had pre-
- vioufly undermined the redoubt and powder-mill at Egmore ; and

at g o'clock a party left for the purpofe made the explofion, which,
intirely ruined both ;. thefe works had coft the Company 30,000

pounds, and could not be reftored in a twelvemonth. The enemy
were then perceived' marching on to the mount. The hurry of their
retreat {faved the black town from the refolution which Mr. Lally
had taken of reducing it to afhes, if compelled to raife the fiege.
By noon the troops in the fthips were all landed: they were, in-
cluding officers, 6oo men.

Joy and curiofity carried out every one to view and contemplate
the works from which they had received fo much moleftation, for
the enemy’s fire had continued 42 days. Thirty-three pieces of cannon,.
18 or 24 pounders, were found in their pofts and works, of which
26 were difabled; but feven were in their cartiages, and both in good:
condition.. Some fparc cariiages were likewife left, and many
cannot fthot, but no mortars, although feveral beds ; and many mili-
tary flores, with quantities of powder in cafks and flannel bags,

Vo II. N.nn were:
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y {eattered in the trenches. They evacnated

AT A 3
w5 Gan Thomé, and whatever guards between this place and  the .fort._lﬂ
1

Februiry. L ere withdrawn at the fame time that the army left the black town. =
The gérri{bn, s {oon as certified of their departure, {ent out parties
to the fouthward and to Egmore, who  collected 19 guns more,
moftly iron three pounders : fo that the whole number which the
enemy loft and left behind were g2 pieces of cannon. One hun,
dred and fifty barrels of good powder, and as many cafks of damaged

were found in San Thomé.  But the ftrongeft proof

of the hurry and confufion with which they raifed the fiege, was the
negleét of their fick and wounded, leaving 44 Europeans, (all who
in their hofpital in the black town,

had not been fent away before) 1
with a létter from Mr, Lally, recommending them to the care of

the Englith governor: they were received and treated with the
fame attentions, as if they had belonged to the garrifon, and moft of
them ‘afterwards recovered.

"The fort fired during the fiege 26,554 rounds from their cannot
2,502 thells from their mortars, and threw 1990 hand-grenades &
the mufketry expended 200,000 cartridges. In thefe fervices were
ufed 1768 barrels of gun-powder. Thirty pieces, of cannon and

mortars had been difmounted on the works., There remained in
the fort, artillery fufficient for another fiege, with 30,767 cannon-
palls, ‘but only 481 fhells, and 668 barrels of gun-powder.  As
many of the enemy’s cannon-balls were gathered in their works,
or about the defences of the fort, or found in wells and. tanks in
the black town, as the garrifon had expended.: The enemy con-
(umed all the fhells of the two firft rates in the ftores of Pondi=
cherry, and threw of all” forts 8ooo, of which by far the greateft
number were dire&ed againft the buildings, all of which lay to-

other in half the area within the walls, in the old town to the
eaftward : and fcarce a houfe remained that was not opened. to the
heavens. _ :

Of the European officers, one major, Polier, two captains, fix
leutenants, and four enfigns, were killed : one captain and one lieu-

tenant died of ficknefs: 14 other officers were wounded, of whom
' fome -

.43 6 -
sere: found carelefs]

ammunition,

I
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fome dangeroufly ; and four were taken prifoners: in all 33. Of
rank and file in the battalions of Europeans, and of the men be-
longing to the artillery, 198 were killed, 52 died in the hofpltal 20
deferted, 122 were taken prifoners, and 167 were wounded ; in all
579 3 but many of the wounded recovered. Of the lafcars, who
were natives affifting in the artillery, nine were killed, and 15
wounded. = Of the Sepoys, including officers, 105 were killed, 217
wounded, and 440 deferted. The lofs in Europeans was more than
reinﬁatcd by the troops brought in the fhips.

The governor Mr. Pigot, as foon as the enemy difappeared, re~
linquifhed the fpecial authority which had been vefted in himfelf,
to the ufual adminiftration of the council, of which he was prefident 5
and received their thanks for the good effeéts of his refolution and
a&ivity during the fiege: he had vifited the works every day, en-
couraging the garrifon by his prefence, and rewarding thofe ex-
pofed to feverer fervices, -with money. Provifions of all kinds in
abundance, and of the beft condition, had been laid up, and as well
as all the military ftores, were diftributed from the different ma-
gazines, under the direction of the members of the council, affifted
by the inferior fervants of the company, whofe habits of bufinefs
eftablifhed and continually preferved thefe detmls free of all let and
confufion.

The Prefidency, as foon as re-eftablithed in its ufual forms, ac-
knowledged their fenfe of the zeal and conftancy with which the
garrifon had fuftained every danger and fatigue ; and no men ever
better deferved this teftimony, for {carce a murmur had been ut-
tered : all was emulation : All however acknowledged that the
enemy, in proportion to their numbers compared with the ﬁrength
‘of the garrifon and works, had pufhed the attack with. unremitting
perfeverance and endeavour, and the enemy: equally refpetted the
{cience and {teadinefs of the defence. Indeed moft of the principal

officers of the Company’s troops had been inured to fervice under their-

general Colonel Lawrence, whom they ftill regarded as their pre=

ceptor in the ﬁegg : they were, Major Polier ;. the Captains. Pafcall;
- Nnnz Charles.
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Charles Campbell, Beaver, Richard Smith, Gurtler, de Becky
Freithman, Vaflerot, Black; Hume, Donald Campbell, Gfe-lg.!
Every repair and additional work was executed with regularity

and difpatch under the direction of Mr. Call the.chief engineery
although this was the firft fiege, whether offenfive or defenfive, in

which he had ferved. Captain Hiflop, who arrived with a company
of the King’s artillery-men,’ at the fame time ‘as Adlercron’s regis
ment, was the fenior officer in this branch ; he had ferved in Bergen-~

.op~zoom. The Company’s artillery, which furnithed all the cannon

and ammunition, was commanded by Captain Robert Barker : ‘even
the enemy acknowledged that the promptitude and execution of the

fire from the fort was fuperior to their own : whatfoever guns or

mortars were difabled on the defences, were immediately replaced
by others prepared in ftore: Colonel Draper and Major Brereton
were of the King's troops : fo that no town was ever attacked, which

thad in proportion to the garrifon fuch a number of excellent and ex=

perienced officers. | The exertions of Major Callinud and Captain
Prefton were equal in the field. Thus every officer of diftin&ion on
the eftablithment of Coromandel was employed in the defence of
Madrafs, excepting Captain Jofeph Smith, to whom was- committed
the prefervation of the next important objeét, Tritchinopoly, in
which the French prifoners out-numbered five to one the invahd
Europeans of his garrifon.

In the evening, after the enemy retreated, came in Vafferot and
the ten troopers with intelligence from Calliaud. ‘This officer
marched from Chinglapett on the 13th, but mifled by the guides
did not arrive at Sadrafs, as he intended the mext might, but the

morning after ; when the Dutch refidents, although remaining in the

town only on fufferance from the French, who were in pofieflion of
theiv fort, protefted againft his entrance with hoftile appearance
on the territory belonging ‘to the Dutch company. At the fame
time a party of French ‘troops, which were halting there in their

way from Pondicherry to join Mr. Lally, went into the fort, and
this reinforcement rendered the attempt impracicable excepting by

a regular attack, ‘to which the artillery with Calliaud was not
5 / adequate.
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adequate, He neverthelefs remained to inveft the fort, and foon
after intercepted a letter from Mr. Lally to Mr. Deleyrit, dated the
14th, written in the bittereft terms of reproach and refentment,
imputing the failure of his attempt againft Madrafs, which he then
faw inevitable, to the iniquities and treachery of the government of
Pondicherry, denouncing, that if this place fhould efcape the ven-
geance it merited of fire from heaven, nothing could preferve it long
from deftru@ion by the fire of the Englith.

The lofs of men {uftained by the French army is no where ac-
quired ; they were 2700 firelocks when they advanced from Conje-
veram ; and Mr. Lally, in the intercepted letter, {ays, that he had
{till 2000 Europeans; the Sepoys with him were not more than
1000, for feveral detachments were abroad. The lofs of the cannon
and ammunition which had been left or thrown away, he imputed
to the want of ferviceable bullocks, and this deficiency to the ra-
pacity of the contra&tors leagued with the council of Pondicherry.
His army marched away in rags, and without provifions, but, having
gun-powder and horfe, exacted them, and continued their rout to
Arcot. Advices of their retreat had been fent off to Calliaud as
foon as they difappeared, who immediately on the information
detached Mahomed Iffoof with 1200 Sepoys from Sadrafs, to re-
inforce Chinglapett, left the French army fhould inveft this place;
the Sepoys by a forced march arrived before the enemy could have
intercepted them, if fuch had been their intention : the next day
Major Calliaud, with the remaining fix companies of Sepoys, and all
the cavalry, Abdulwahab at the head of his own, came into Madrafs.
Thus ended this fiege, without doubt the moft ftrenuous and regular
that had ever been carried on in India ; and we have detailed it, in
hopes that it may remain an example and incitement.

ExND of the TENTH Book.

BOOK

459
1759-
N s it
. February.



L 1]
ORGE

G

MALALLY

0l 20 theso of Bbruary 2750,

of FORT 8T
BLACK TowN.

Pran
_H:
the

TS
altacked by
o

e

e

of the FRON

e

Jrom the 14

Brrving

ly 5% 770,

s thodet divects

A vads sdn
‘..1’_.




B OO Kl XL

-

O'T only the Carnatic and its dependencies, but all the adja-

cent powers, had fixed their attention, with various hope and
anxiety, on the fiege of Madrafs, as an event, which fooner or later
muft greatly affe&t their refpettive views and interefts. It was be-
lieved, and juftly, that much and extenfive reputation would be ac-
quired by the defence ; but as this advantage would foon be loft if
the adjacent territory were not recovered and protected, it was re-
folved to take the field without delay. With the reinforcement
brought in the thips, there were in the town when the fiege was
raifed, of all ranks, 19oo eftimated Europeans, including go Topaffes
and 6o Coffrees, inferted in the different companies : of this number
1500 rank and file were fit for immediate duty ; and this force was
fufficient. to face the French army. Neverthelefs, the vigour of the
determination exceeded the means : many carriages for the artillery
and ftores were to be prepared, and the artificers being moftly natives
were few, and had much other work to do : draught and carriage
bullocks were to be provided, and the ravages of the enemy had left
none in the country ; provifions were equally fcarce : perfeverance,
however, continued. Chinglapett being fecured, the reft of the
troops with Mahomed Iffoof, the horfe with Abdulwahab, and thofe
fent with Major Calliaud by Tondiman and Tanjore, encamped on
the choultry plain, where they were joined day by day by the
Europeans of the garrifon ; but the whole were not ready to move

before the 6th of March, and in this interval arrived two more com-
: panies

March.
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panies of Draper’s regiment, which the fhips they came in from
England had carried to Bengal in the latter feafon of the laft year,
and they were now returned to the coait. The whole force which
aow took the field were 1156 Europeans, rank and file, including
the artillery men, with 10 ficld-pieces, of which  two were 12
pounders, 1570 Sepoys, 1120 Collerics, and 1956 horfe. On
news of their approach, Mr. Lally moved back from Arcot with the
main body of his troops, and took poft at Conjeveram, where the
advantages of the {ituation left them nothing to fear from an inferior
force ; and, his health being much impaired, he went away to Pon-
dicherry on the 6th, leaving the command to Mr. Soupire, with
orders not to rifque a general battle ; but to wait the attack. The
defe&ts of equipments flill retarded the progrefs of the Englith army,
and it was the 18th before they arrived at Paupa Braminy’s Choultry,
within feven miles of Conjeveram. On the laft march, Mahomed
Hivof, with fome hotfe, advancing before the line, met fome of the

enemy’s European cavalry, who, though much inferior in number,

flood a fkirmith with the foremoft of his; and were driven back,
with the lofs of an officer and two horfes killed. On the 3d, Cap-
tain Prefton at Chinglapett, hearing there was but a flight force in
the fort of Carangoly, had detached Lieutenant Airy, with {even
companies of Sepoys, to furprize it; but they took a pasic under
the walls, not to be recovered by the bravery of their officer,
which encouraged the garrifon to fally, who killed 23 of them! in
their flight. - | _ ' :
Whilft the army was before Conjeveram, letters were received from
Colonel Forde, who was fet down before Mafulipatam, defpairing of
{uccefs, unlefs he were reinforced with men and fupplied with money.
By this time, it was found that all the refources of the prefidency were
inadequate to the expence of keeping the ariny in the field, and no pro-
bability appeared of gaining a decifive advantage over the éenemy. The
Prefidency thereforeinclined to bring the troops into cantonments, and
to fond 200 men to Colonel Forde. Colonel Lawrence, although
convinced of the imprudence of attacking the enemy in the pofts
they occupied at Conjeveram, was equally perfuaded of the evil con-
fequences

+
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fequences of retreating before them, and came to Mad rafsion the
26th, to diffuade the Council, either from diminithing their force,
or from withdrawing it into garrifon 3 and his arguments prevailed.
He then declared the inability, to which the impaired ftate of his
health had reduced him, of continuing in the command of the army 3
and received the higheft regrets and encomiums of his eminent fer-
vices, crowned by exertions much beyond his' age, in the defence of
Madrafs. The command then devolved to Lieutenant-Colonel Draper,
who was likewife too ill to accept it, and {oon after'embarked for
England 3 on which it fell to Major Brereton, the next officerin tha
king’s regiment, and Major Calliaud fucceeded Colanel Lawrence in
thé diftiné& command of the Company’s troops.

Nazeabullah, the Nabob’s brother, had accompanied the French
army to Madrafs, and remained fome days with them in the black
town ; when his own affairs, his doubts of the fuccefs of the fiege,
and the reprefentations and example of his brother, Abdulwahab,
who was joining the Englith troops in the field, induced him
to return to Nelore, ‘'which Mr. Lally having derived no advantage
from his prefence or endeavours permitted without reluctance.
Still, however, holding fair to the French, he retained a few of
their Europeans, and 200 of their Sepoys; but as foon as he heard
that the 'ﬁege was raifed, he-refolved to declare intirely for the
Englifh, and blackened his zcal, by putting to death all the French
Europeans, excepting their officer, Saint Denys. It is not known
whether they attempted refiftance ; but the Sepoys laid down their
arms, and were quietly turned out of the fort. With the advices
of this deed, he profered to pay 30,000 pagodas a year, if the Pre-
fidency would confirm him in the government of Nelore, and its
diftriés ; and, as no revenue, excepting from his good-will, was to
be expected from that part of the country, until the En glith army had
gained the fuperiority, his terms were accepted, and he fent the
French officer to Madrafs.  Abdulwahab continued with the army,
and his fervices were rewarded by a confirmation of the diftri&ts of
Chandergherry and Chitore. The three greater Polygars to the

Vor. IL Ooo north-

463
59+

2

5"
tebruary.



464
1759

e
March.

Tue War oF COROMANDEL. Book XI.

northward, Bangar—yatchum, Bomrauze, and Damerlah Venkytap-
pah, wrote letters of congratulation, although they had given no
affiftance during the fiege : they were ordered to guard their own
hills, and affift Chandergherry and Chittore, if attacked. ‘The mi-~
nor Polygars nearer Madrafs were frightened, in expeation of pu-
nifhment for the robberies they had committed in the Englith
diftriés during the diftrefles of the fiege; but their delinquency
was overlooked, and they were told to affift the forts of Pon-
damelée and ‘Tripaffore, into which garrifons of Sepoys had been
fent, as foon as they were abandoned by the enemy in their retreat
to Arcot. : ! )
Even the cautious Mortizally of Velore congratulated. the Prefi-
dency on the repulfe of the fiege. The body of Morattoes, with Go-
aul Row, who had in the preceding year warred and gained the:
half of Cudapah, and to whom proffers had been made for their af~
fiftance, remained at the pafles of Damalcherry, waiting the event :

" and as foon as the French retreated, Gopaul Row claimed 12 lacks.

of rupces, alledging that he had neglected other concerns of greater
confequernce, in expeftation of the ultimate fummons of the prefi-
dency, and that the dread of his troops had obliged the French to
raife the fiege. It was known that he had equally been offering his
affiftance to the Erench, and the prefidency recommended to him, to
cut their army to pieces before they reached Pondichesry, and then he
fhould have the money. He replied, in feveral letters, fraught with
infinuations of the mifchief he intended to bring on the Englith, as
well at Bombay, as in the Carnatic ; and fent 500 of his Morat-
toes to join the French army; but Mr. Deleyrit, the: governor of
Pondicherry, advifed Mr. Lally: not to entertain them, becaufe they:
would not: fail to plunder with greater detriment in the Erench dif~
tri¢ts, as more extenfive, than in thofe which the Englith-had reco--
vered. 'They were difmifled with compliments and a fma:lllprefcnt-,\, ]
on which Gopaul Row to compenfate and revenge the difappoint-
ment, fent' a detachment round the hills, which took poffeflion of
the town and pagoda of Tripetty, intending to colleCt the revenues.
of. the approaching feaft in April, which the French government.
7 : ' expected’
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expected to reccive. ‘This detachment in their way fummoned the
three northern Polygars as friends to the Englifh, to pay their thares
of the<heut, or tribute, which Gopaul Row had, demanded, and
had not time to exal in the preceding year. . _
The king of Tanjore fired guns, and congratulated on the fortune

and prowefs of Madrafs ; and, the Prefidency encouraged by his pro-

feflions, propofed to him to affift themin a plan to furprife the fort of
Karical, when the {quadron {hould arrive on the coaft: towwhich he
anfivered, that the laft hoftilities of the French had ruined his coun-
try, and that the crop at prefent on the ground would likewife be de~
frroyed, if difturbances were rétewed s but that, as the Englifh had
beat off the French army from Madrafs, they fhould immediately
drive them out of Pondicherry, when Karical would fall of ‘courfe.
He was then requefted to let beeves be purchafed in his country as pro-
vifions for the {quadron ; which the ftri@nefs of his religion regarded
as an abomination, nor would he fuffer the interpreter to go on in
reading the letter, written to him on this fubjedt. '

The Nabob, ever fince his arrival at Tritchinopoly, had continued
fick. His diforder was a jaundice, produced by excefs of vexation at
the late humiliations of his fortune ; the repulfe of the French attack

on Madrafs conduced not a little to the recovery of his health; but -

his mind retained much follicitude for every future contingency.
However, . the vigilance of Captain Jofeph Smith had preferved
the diftri@s dependant on the city in peace and cultivation, and
their revenues were more
expences of the garrifon, as well as of the Nabob’s family. The
great number of French prifoners in the city, who were 500,
whilft the European force in the garrifon did not excced 7o men,
had’ been an obje@ of conftant anxicty, and plots were conti-
nually difcovered of their intentions to break out of their dun=
geons ; which obliged Captain Smith to confine them with the ut-
moft feverity. The Rheddi of Terriore, whom he had driven out
of that town and diftrié in the month of July of the preceding year,
went away with thofe who efcaped with him, to the borders of the
Myfore country, where he was, at different times, joined by fuch as

Qoo 2 were

than fufficient to defray the neceflary
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were difaffe@ed to the other Rheddi, who had been reftored in his
ftead. They fometimes made plundering excurfions into the coun-
try between Terriore and Utatore; but attempted nothing of confe~
quence. However, their numbers enm:eai?ed; and they ‘kept up a
correfpondence with feveral of the principal men who CO_ll_tl_III:led"
to refide with the Rheddi in Terriore. ~ When Mahou_i_ggl; If{oof
marched away in November to the relief of Madrafs, the ga_rnfo_n of
Tritchinopoly could not fpare the number of Sepoy-s nece-{ﬁry to
compleat his command, and three of the five companies which had
been left in Terriore, were recalled to make up the deficiency. As
foon as they weére gone, the expelled Rheddi, with his troops, who
were waiting to retake the place, arrived before they were difcovered
at the barrier of the wood, where fome of the remaining Sepoys were
ftationed ; but the reft of the guard had been feduced, and in-
ftead of affifting the Sepoys, turned their arms upon them, and
delivered up the barrier to the enemy, who marched on, and
advanced to the town without interruption, fending fo much
terror before them, that the Rheddi within, with his troops,-and
the inhabitants, that adhered to him, ran away into the wood
and hills, leaving the Englith ferjeant with the Sepoys, to defend -
themfelves as they could. The ferjeant took pofieflion of the palace,
which was an extenfive ‘building ; but the enemy furrounded it in.
the houfes on all fides, thatnot a:man could-apppear who was not
expofed to their fire; which obliged the ferjeant to capitulate, and he
eafily obtained permiffion to march away to Tritchinopoly, with their
arms, and whatever elfe they chofe to carry.  Captain Jofeph Smith
had received fome intelligence of the intention to attack the place,
and had detached fome troops to reinforce it, but it was loft before
they arrived at the wood. 'This event happened in the end of No-
vember. In the next month, Huflein Cawn, who had been driven:
in the' month of July from Seringham by a detatchment from T'rit-
chinopoly, returned from Pondicherry with fome Sepoys and twa
field-pieces, and took poft at Utatore, intending again to advance to
the ifland, and retake the pagoda; but Captain Smith:fent a party
from the garrifon, under the command of Captain Blake, who did
not
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not fuffer them to reft until they took refuge in the Myfore coun-
try, where they remained, propofing fchemes, and foliciting affift-
ance ; but meeting little encouragement from this government, Huf-
fein Cawn offered to Jom the Rheddi, who had retaken Terriore,
in making incurfions into the Nabob’s country: but the Rheddi,
making amentof refraining. from the mifchief in his power, proffered
money and regulal terms ot fubmiffion to the Nabob, who, for the
fake of the money, and to fave the expence of defending the diftant
villages, accepted his obedience, and confirmed him in the govern-
ment; in which this was his fourth mitallation, and the other
Rheddi had loft and refumed it as often.

The countries of Madura and Tinivelly had relapfed into their
former ftate of anarchy and confufion, after Mahomed Iffoof, with {o
large a part of his force, was recalled out of them in the month of
July. All that the feven companies of Sepoys left in the city of
Madura could de, was to colleét from the country provifions fuffi-
cient for their fubfiftance. The meurfions of the Nattam collerics
from the north, and of thofe under the Polygars along the hills to
the weft, ruined or appropriated whatfoever cultivation or revenue

arofe in the diftri&s at a diftance from the city., To the fouthward,.

in the Tinivelly country matters were much worfe. Maphuze Cawn
forgot all his former profeflions of reconciliation, united more firmly
than ever, and took up his refidence with the Pulitaver, wlio led
the weftern Polygars; and Catabominaig, with Etiaporum, who
were the heads of the weftern, concluding from’ the fuperiority of
the French in the Carnatic, that the affairs of the Nabob and the
Englth would never recover, feized whatfoever country lay conves
nient for them : nor did the five companies of Sepoys left in the fort
of Palamcotah, and bereft of all alliance, venture any oppofition to
their encroachments, ot even to maintain the town of Timivelly; of
which Maphuze Khan and' the Pulitaver once again took pofleffion:
The Sepoys contented them{elves with preferving Palamcotah, where
they were often obliged to defend the walls againft the fkirmifhes of
the Pulitaver’s colleries; which confumed their. ammunition ; and,

as none of their letters reached the Carnatic, or even Tritehinopoly;
Akl sheys

467
1759;

(PR |
March,



468
1759-
t g |
‘March,

«other for two and twenty days ; the one wifhing to be attacked, in

Tug WAR oF COROMANDEL. Book XL
the hand of a "Topafs, a letter to Anjengo, wli-ic;_ll.fé’é;‘f;"r!}

f the Englith faGories on the coaft of Malabar, e~ ,
quefting fupplies; but the Topafs writing what he 't.hought Enghfh,';;;
the letter was {o unintelligible, that the faGtory neither u_udm-ﬁco@‘d li;k
from whence or swhom it came, nor what they wanted. At length, fl'l.l
letters from Mahomed Hloef procured them credit, Whi;:h_ enabled’ ,'}
them to purchafe provifion, and even to get lead and gunpowder
froin the fea-coaft in the bay of Tutacorin. It was very fortunate, =
that the fidelity of the Sepoys in Madura and Palamcotah continued -
unfhaken ; for had either of thefe fortrefles been betrayed, no means
remained of retaking them ; and the ceffion of Madura might 'h‘zi‘?._ei _
purchated Hyderally, the Myfore general, to join the French, who'
at this very time had an officer of diftin&ion treating with him at ' i
i <

they wrote by
the fouthern o

-Seringapatam.

The repulfe of the French from Madrafs had increafed the dauger /

‘of lofing thefe countries, fince the French, being no longer under the A
meceflity of keeping their whole force colleGted in one point, might, -

ftill leaving fufficient to oppofe the Englifh army in the field, detach

the reft ‘to other objects. The partizan Lambert was moving with
his flying troops from Pondicherry to the weftward; and danger
to the city of Madura might accrue even from Huflein Cawn, ,tf

‘he thould get a body of Myforeans to accompany him from IZ‘im:lig;iLf_"-i J
‘On thefe confiderations, the Prefidency refolved to fend Mahomed

Ifioof back into thefe countries, and to, accept his offer of renting’ ™
Madura and Tinivelly, together, at the rate of five lacks of rupees
for the enfuing year, clear of all charges, excepting what might

sarife from the neceflity of defending them either agaiﬁﬂ: the Frengﬁ;

the Myforeans, or Morattoes. The Nabob had, ever fince the ﬁ;}ﬁ: Wi

~appointment of Mahomed Iffoof to condu& the war in thefe coufi-

tries, regarded him with fufpicion and averfion, and infifted that they
thould be left to his own difpofal and controul ; although he had
ot in his whole dependence, a relation or officer of military refolution |
and experience fufficient to maintain them in this time of difficulty.
The French and Englifh armies continued almoft in fight of each

their
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their pofts at_,Cbnjeveram, the other, a general ation in the o‘pen
plain ; and neither was feduced to give the advantage which the
other defired.. Moft of the ‘diftri@s to the fouth of the Paliar were
under either the prote&ibn or jurifdiCtion of the French govern-
ment ; and as other defiances had failed, Major Brereton refolved to
march into them, as the likeliet means of bringing the enemy to
aft of obliging them to quit Conjeveram, when
might arife of retaking this place, without
which, even the diftricts already recovered as far as the Englith-
army had advanced could not be protected, unlefs by their con-
‘1 the field, and in this part of the country. Accordingly,
the army moved on the 1ft of April from their encampment at Papa
Braminy’s Choultry 5 on the 6th, they arrived, and took pofieffion
of the pettah of Vandivath, in which they began to open ground
againft the fort, and fent to Madrafs for two pieces of battering
cannon 3 and a detachment fent by captain Prefton from Chinglapett
beat away the guard at Outramalore, of which place he took pof-

{effion, to fecure the line’of communication with Vandiwath.
~ Mr. Soupires neither ‘gave any interruption to the Englith army,
as they were marching away, nor followed them. Mr. Lally had
ordered him to' rifque nothing, and the French'army had for fome
days been reduced to great diftrefs for want both of money and pro-
vifions. 'Thefiege of Madrafs had exhaufted the treafury of Pon-
anticipated by mortgages for loans,

dicherry, and  its revenues were
and what monies could be colle@ed from the comtry between Con-

a battle, or at le
fome opportunity

tinuance

jeveram and Arcot,
expences of the day, and the inhabitants of the neighbouring villages

finding that the Englith paid punétually, and at better prices, evaded:
as much as poffible to catry any provifions to the French camp. The
renters of the neighbouring diftricts, magnified the detriment which
heir lands had fuffered from the Morattoes of Gopaul Row, in order
to protract their payments, by the plea of difcufling their accounts.
Tn this fituation, Mr. Soupires confidered the removal of the Englifh:
army as an advantage ; fince it permitted him to retreat to Arcot,

with. the appearance of parting on equal terms. He left in Conje--
‘ veram:

or borrowed in the camp, fcarcely furnithed the
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veram 300 Sepoys and 100 horfe, under the command of Murzafa-
bég,‘ who had deferted from the Englifh a little.before the fiege of
Madrafs. The renters at Arcot furnithed Mr. Soupires money and
provifions for eight days, and he extended his troops in different
parties between Arcot and Trivatore, which is fituated 20 miles §,w.
in the high road from thence to Vandiwath. __
Mr. Lally, as foon as he heard that the Englifh army was before
Vandiwath, immediately came out of Pondicherry with 300 Eu-:
ropeans, ordering Mr. Soupires to meet him with the main body at
Chittapet ; where they arrived on the 14th. 'Trivatore i farther
from Chittapet, than it is from Vandiwath. T'he nearer road from
Vandiwath to Conjeveram is not good ; but from Vandiwafh to
Trivatore, and hence to Conjeveram excellent, and of quicker
difpatch, although by the large angle .it makes feveral miles more,
Major Brereton was informed in the evening of the 1 3th of the march
of the French army with Soupires, and that the whole had pafied
T'rivatore; on which he decamped in the night from Vandiwaih,
and, by a forced march, arrived the next day at T'rivatore, which
he found abandoned, and blew up one of the baftions; and con-
tinuing the fame ftrefs of march, they arrived, on the evening of
the 15th, near Conjeveram. Several letters had paffed with Murza-
fabeg, who pretended to be willing to betray his truft, but atked fuch
terms as proved, that he only wanted to gain time until the French
army could come to his relief 5 on which Colonel Monfon, with the
advanced divifion, invefted the pagoda in the evening, which it was
determined to ftorm the next morning, Murzafabeg no longer difftm-
bled, but kept up a brifk fire of mufketry through the night ; by
which feveral, and Colonel Monfon himfelf, was wounded.
The gateway of the pagodaat Conjeveram is fpacious and lofty, and
the tower over it one of the largeft and higheft in the Carnatic, It
ftands in the middle.of the weftern wall, and frorits the prineipal Aced
of the town, which is very broad ; but there is an area between, of
the fame breadth as the wall of the pagoda, and 300 yards acrofs.
There were no gates fixed in the gateway; and to cover the entrance,
the French had thrown up a ravelin before it in barbette, on which,
1 as
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as well as on the fmall towers at each angle of the pagoda, were
mounted guns, but old, and of little fervice; and {caffoldings of
bamboos for fmall parties of mu{ketry were raifed along difterent
paits of the wall within. There was, in the arca without, a large
choultry, with the back to the pagoda, about 200 yards from the
gateway, but a li't_t'_l‘e to the right. Near this choultry, as good
cover, the troops threw up a ramp in the night, and eady in the
morning began to fire over it again{t the ravelin from their two
twelve-poundets, which the enemy returned with all their means,
but with little execution ; only wounding Major Brereton {lightly,
and two or three of the gunners. By eight o'clock the earth of
the ravelin appeared fufficiently beaten down, and the troops marched
to the attack, led by Major Calliaud at the head of the grenadiers.
Few of the defenders waited the affault hand to hand, but, after
giving their fire, ran into the pagoda. The officers, ftimulated by
an intemperate rivality of danger, got firft over the ravelin, and
began, as the men came, to form them for the attack of the gate~
way, in the middle of which the enemy had laid a large old iron gun
on logs of wood; and within were two lines of Sepoys difpofed in
an angle for the advantage of a crofs-fire on the entrance. In a
minute, 40 or 50 men, of whom much too many were officers, were
crowded togetlier within the ravelin, when the enemy fired their
un, which they had treble loaded with powder, and to the muzzle
with mufket-balls and bits of ragged iron. The excefs of the ex-
plofion, and the thick black fmoke which arofe from it, gave the
idea of 2 mine, nor was the effe® much lefs. It killed eight men
on the fpot, and wounded ten. Of the killed were Captains Stewart
and’ Bannatyne, Licutenant Elliot and Enfign Hunter; of the
wounded, Major Calliaud, Captain Vaughan dangeroufly, a Lieu-
tenant and two Enfigns. Even moft of thofe who were fafe were
fo furprized by this havock, that they ftood awhile before they
formed again to the attack’; during which, they luckily fuffered
very little from the mufketry within. By this time, a party of
Sepoys, led by Mahomed Iffoof and Lieutenant Airy, had clambered
over the oppofite wall of the pagoda, and appeared in the rear of
Vor. IL. " - Ppp thofe
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thofe who were defending the gateway; and, on their fhout, the
troops at the gate ruthed in, and in a minute the whole garrifon
was between two fires, at®mercy, every man for himfelf begging
quarter ; which was given with more humanity than ufual on fuch
exafperation, After all was quiet, Murzafabeg furrendered himfelf,
out of one of the chapels into which he had retired, to fome of the
Sepoys ; but, as they were conduéting him to Major Brereton, Ma-
homed Iffoof met them, knew the prifoner, and faying, ¢ Thefe are
« the terms to be kept with a traitor,” with one ftroke of lis
{cymetar, almoft fevered his head from his body. The news of this
fuccefs was received at Madrafs the next day, on which likewife
arrived advices of no little importance from Colonel Forde.

The Rajah Anunderawze had {o little fenfe of the advantages
which might have enfued by prefling on the French immediately
after their defeat at Peddipore, that he did not come up with his
troops to Rajahmundrum, where Colonel Forde with the Englith
forces were waiting for him, until the 16th of December, which was
ten days after the battle, although the diftance is only 4o miles.
Anunderawze had promifed to make the firft payment of his treaty,
as foon as he fhould be put in pofieffion of the fort of Rajahmundrum;
and, in confidence of his word, Colonel Forde had lent him 20,000
rupees, before he marched with the Englifh from Caffimcotah. This
fum, with a fupply to the faGtory at Vizagapatam, and. the expences
of the ficld, had abforbed all the money which came from Bengal ;
and Colonel Forde had nothing but the Rajah’s promifes to anfier
the pay of the troops for the month of December. However, fhll
relying on them, he croflfed the Godaveri on the 23d, {hill hoping to
appear before Mafulipatam before the French had recovered the ftun
of their late defeat:: but the Rajah neither followed with his army,
nor fent any money ; and, as it would have been vain to have at-
tempted even the march without both, Colonel Forde, with much
vexation and refentment, recroffed the river with all the troops on
the 26th. The Rajah imagined they were returning to_punith him,.
and, in this fright, fled immadiately to the hills which fkirt the

provinge.
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province about twenty miles to the North of the city; and Colonel
Forde, for the convenience of a nearer communication with Vizaga-
patam, marched two days back, and encnmped at Peddapore, which,
with a name very nearly the fa_me, is a fort ten miles to the welt
of that which has defignated his viGory. Mr. Andrews immediately
fent him 20,000 rupees from Vizagapatam, and on the 13th of Ja-
nuary came himfelf to the camp; from whence he went into the
hills, and reached the Rajah on the 1 5th, whofe fears of the Colonel,
and averfion to furnifh any money, continued as ftrong as ever, in-
{fomuch that he feemed no Ionger folicitous about the fuccefs of the
expedition. His condué was the more perplexing, becaufe the news
that the French were befieging Madrafs had ftopped the Englith
credit in thefe provinces, which the Rajah’s name alone could im-
mediately reftore 5 and if his troops did not march, others muft be
hired, for which no money could be found. The dilemma induced
Mr. Andrews to alter the treaty he had made fome time before, and to
agree, *¢ that whatfoever fums the Rajah might furnifh thould be con-
¢ fidered as a loan ; and that the revenues of all the countries which
¢ might be rcduced on the other fide of the Godavery, excepting fuch
¢ as belonged to the French either by eftablithment, or grant in
¢ propriety, thould be equally divided between him and the Englith.”
With thefe conditions Mr. Andrews brought him back to the camp
on the 18th : and it was agreed to march on to Mafulipatam ; but
it took feven days more in bargains for exchange with the fhroffs
before he furnithed only 6ooo rupees in ready ‘money, and bills at
ten days for 60,000 more. At length the armies gioved from Ped-
dapore on the 28th, after fifty days had been loft, "of which the firft
twenty diligently employed would probably have accomplifhed all the
purpofes of the expedition, which now appearcd of much more diffi-
cult execution, as the enemy had gained full time to recolle@ them-
felves : nor had the delay the finalleft plea of neceflity; for the Rajah
might with as little inconvenience have done at firft what he un-
willingly complied with at laft; although the expedition had been
undertaken from a reliance on his prorrufes, walranted by the earneft-
nefs of his follicitations.
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The Hardwicke and the two floops, which had been difpatched
from Vizagapatam on the 12th of December, anchored the next
day in the road of Yanam, which lies on the eaftern mouth of the
Godaveri, where the agents of the French fatory, on news of the
defeat at Peddipore, had embarked their effects and themfelves in a
fhow, which had not got out of the river when the Hardwicke ar-
rived ; and they furrendered to her longboat without refiftance. Some
days after, the veflels failed down to Mafulipatam, and cruized be-
tween this place and Narfipore on the weftern arm of the (:}o_daveri,
until the gth of February, when they fixed their ftation in Mafu-
lipatam road, waiting for the arrival of the army ; but weighing oc-
cafionally to bring veflels to, that were paffing in the offing, of
which they intercepted feveral Jaden with rice for Pondicherry, and
the French army before Madrafs.

The Englith army arrived on the 6th of February at Elore ; but,
to prevent another quarrel, Colonel Forde had been obliged to let
the Rajah march as he lifted, employing his troops to the right and ~
left, in levying contributions, on pramife, however, of rejomning him
foon at Elore. This place, otherwife called Yalore, is fituated 5o
miles s. w. of Rajahmundrum, and nearly 40 N. of Mafulipatam.
It 1s the capital of a province, or phoufdarry, of no great extent, and
one of the four obtained from Sal_abatﬁiug by Mr. Bufly. It has
been very little known: to the Englifh, and never frequented by them
fince they withdrew their faltory from Mafulipatam in the laft
century. The town is extenfive, and in the middle of it is a very
large fort, in which the French ufed to keep a garrifon meitly of
black troops ; but the Marquis de Conflans had taken them away
with him, as he was pafling on to Mafulipatam, where he had de-
termined to. make his ftand. The long delay of the Englith troops.
in. following him feemed to have infpired him with a little refo-
lution = for with fome of the troops which had joined him after the:
defeat of Peddipore, and the garrifons of Elore and Rajahmundrum,
he formed a body of 200 Europeans, with. four field-pieces, and!
2000 Sepoys, which he called his army of obfervation ; but they .
did. not venture within lefs than thirty miles of Elere, and kept

: moving:
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moving to the Weft of Mafulipatam, collecting or extorting tributes.
Colonel Forde, whilft waiting for the Rajah and his troops, detached
Captain Knox, with the firt battalion of Sepoys, to reduce the
French fatory at Narfipore, where by this time the garrifon, by
the arrival of ftragglers from the late defeat, was augmented to 100
Europeans, and 3 or 400 Sepoys. Narfipore ftands 20 miles to the
s E. of Blore. Letters were previoufly fent to the Indian Zemindar
of the diftri&, threatening the deftru@ion of his country, if he
gave the French any afliftance, but offering him alliance if he
would join the Englifh army with his troops. The Zemindar met
Captain Knox on 'theroad, and accepted the terms with cheerful--
nefs 3 and the French troops at Narfipore having relied on  his affift-
ance, marched away as foon as they faw his defeion,. leaving in

the fadtory, befides common effets, fome cannon and marine {fltores,.

and in the river feveral boats and veflels; but they funk what
ammunition they could not carry off.. ‘The Englith- detachment
leaving a few men with the Zemindar’s officers to take care of what
was worth . preferving, returned to Elore, where on the 18th

came in the Rajah with all his troops colleéted ;. and the next day

the Zemindar of Narfipore with 1500 foot, armed in the fathion of

the counitry. But, although fo much time had-already been loft, .

the Rajah was not yet ready to proceed, and detained the army at
Elore until the 1ft of March.

Mt. Conflans, on his defeat at Peddipore, had written: letters to
Salabadjing, earneftly requefting he would march: with his army
from Hyderabad to Mafulipatam, when both their forces united could
not faik of deftroying the Englith troops, and punithing the powers

of the country which had revolted to their common eneniy. The:

diftance of Salabadjing with Mr. Bufly from the purfuit of Niza--
mally towards Bampore had encouraged this prince to refume his
former ambitions 3 in which he was, at leaft fecretly, abetted
by the adherents of Shanavaze Khan and Mahomed Huflein, whofe

deaths, as well as his own flight to Brampore, had' been the im--
mediate confequences of the affaffination of Hyderjung, the duan.
of Mr. Buffy: but this confederacy refrained from any con-

{picuous.
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{picuous exertion, until they faw Mr. Bufly and the whole of  the

French force quitting Hyderabad, and the ferviee of Salabadjing,
in obedience to the orders of Mr. Lally; when judging little
likelihood of their return, they aéted with more open declaration ;
and foon after, Nizamally was enabled, with the affiftance of
his friends, toincreafe his force from 1500 to 15000 horfe, with
which he marched from Brampore in November, and was received
with homage into the city of Aurengabad; but the fortrefs of
Dollabad f{till held out for Salabadjing. The indolence of Salabad-
jing, wedded to habits, faw no means of coercing his brother, but
by the accuftomed affiftance of a body of French troops, which his
own aid to: Conflans in this time of neceffity was certainly the likelieft
means of procuring : but few of his officers were defirous of fees
ing the re-eftablithment of a power, which had interfered fo much
with their own authority and advantages in the government : never-
thelefs, they imagined, that the prefent conteft for the ceded pro-
vinces between the French and Englith might give a chance of
recovering thefe countries to their former dependence on the fou-
bahthip ; and in this view moft of them advifed him to march to-
wards Mafulipatam. His brother, Baffaulet Jung, concurred in the
fame opinion, and marched with his forces fiom Adoni at the fame
time that Salabadjing was advancing from Hyderabad. Both joined
near the Kriftna, and amounted to 15000 horfe and 20000 foot.
Neither their approach, nor the probability of their aflifting the
French, deterred  Colonel Forde from his purpofe of proceeding
againft Mafulipatam. = It was obvious, that the junéion of Salabad-
jing’s army with the French would brin g heavy vengeance upon
the Rajah, if the Englith troops thould be obliged to retire be-
fore them : but even this confideration, becaufe the danger was
diftant, could not induce him to relinquith the ‘immediate ' ad-
vantages of his delay, although nothing more than the collections
of the day levied by his troops fpread abroad 'in . all parts of the
country. i g 3 el
Five miles to the South of Elore you arrive at the bed of a vaft -

lake, which extends 47 miles in length, from weft to eaft acrofs

: the
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the fituation of the city, and 14 in breadth from north to fouth.
From the beginning of the rains in July, until the end of Sep-
tember, the whole is fpread over with water, excepting 6o or 70
fmall iflots, on which the inhabitants remain ; but during the reft
of the year the whole is dry and paflable, and in many places
highly cultivated. The army, and for the firft time any of the
Englifh troops marched acrofs the lake, and on the 3d of March
encamped near a fmall fort, called Concale, in which the French
had left a ferjeant with 13 Europeans, and two companies of Se-
poys. Captain Maclean, with fix companies of Sepoys, were fent
to attack and even efcalade the fort : the garrifon had the day be-

fore received affurances from Du Rocher, the: Commander of
the army of obfervation, that he would arrive to their affiftance
on the 28th; relying on which, they manned the walls, and:

feemed refolute to defend themfelves. Much firing of mufketryr
pafled with much lofs to the affailants, who neverthelefs twice
attempted to break through the wicket of the gate, for want of
better implements, with iron crows ; but were each time beaten off 4
on which Captain Macleane fent to-the army for a reinforcement of
men and two guns ; they arrived in the evening, and the guns were
immediately applied, and beat open the gates. ‘The detachment

ruthed in without mercy, and in the firfk onfet killed all they met;.

who were only Sepoys; for the Europeans hid themfelves until ‘the

firing and flaughter ceafed. A few hours after, a native brought .
intelligence, that a party of forty Europeans, with fome Sepoys, .
from the army of obfervation, were arrived withim:a few. miles ;-

on which. Captain. Macleane marched ‘out to, attack. them. ~But .

they, hearing the fort was taken, had ratreated.. A {inall gar~
rifon. of Sepoys, with a few Europeans, was left to fecure.the
fort from furprize, and the army; marched on. towards. Mafuli-
patam, i fight of which they arrived on the, 6th of March; and

the fame day received advices,, that the French army under the

|

command: of Mr. Lally had been. obliged to raife the- fiege of.]

Madrafs, .

The.;
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The fort and town of Mafulipatam are fituated beyond the reach
of cannon-fhot afunder. ‘The fort ftands a mile and a half from
the fea-fhore, on the edge of a found formed partly by an inlet of
the fea, pé‘rtly by drains from the eircumjacent ground, and ftill
more by a continued ftream which the river Kriftna fends off abou;
15 miles to the s. w. and which falls into the upper part of the
found, very near the fort. The {found has fometimes three fathom,
and at others only three feet water; and oppofite to th¢ fort, 1is 500
vards in breadth. ‘The fouth fide of the fort extends about 6oo

along the found, and 8oco from thence to the north ; and its area,

as well as form, would differ very little from a parallelogram of
thefe dimenfions, if the eaftern fide did not lie in a re-entering angle,

- which, however, isa very obtufe one.  ‘The ground along the fea
thore for two miles to the north and fouth of the inlet of the found,

15 a colletion of fand-hills, which extend about half a mile inland, =~
when they ceafeon the border of a morafs, which farrounds the fort
on every fide, and continues to the weftand fouth for feveral miles; and’
to the N. w. and north, there is no hard ground at lefs than a mile
of the fort, excepting a few {mall {pots of fand in the morafs,
which are near it to the N. . : but to the eaft, the fand—h’il_ls, along
the fea are within 800 yards of the walls. The morafs in all
direftions is interfected with creeks and gullies, which fall into
the found. '

The Pettah, or town of Mafulipatam, is fituated a mile and a
half to the w. w. of the fort, on a plot of ground rifing above the
morafs ; acrofs which, the communication between this ground
and the fort is by a firaight caufeway 2000 yards in length. “The'
town is very extenfive, and its ground on the farther fide {tll to the
N. w. is bounded by another morafs, which ftretches along it from
the s. w. to the w. =. but is ftopped by the fand-hills of the fea
thore, along which is the only accefs to the town on firm ground ;
fot: both morafles are miry even in the drieft feafon, and were fo
now, although no rain had fallen for 40 days. }

Mr. Conflans, with all his troops, excepting the few guards in
the fort, were encamped in the Pettah for the convenience of water,

7 of
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of which there is none in the fort but what is preferved in cifterns.
His ideas of remaining here extended no farther than thisadvantage ;
although, by flinging up an entrenchment acrofs the dry ground
from one morafs to the other, he might have ftopped the Englith

army, to which the force with him was equal, being 500 Euro-

peans and 2000 Sepoys, without the army of obfervation, which he
had not recalled; and, as foon as the Englith army appeared, he
retreated by the caufeway, into the fort. The troops of Anunde-
rauze and of the Zemindar of Narfipore encamped in the pettah ;
the Englifh on the fand to the North Eaft.

The French, {ince they took pofleflion of the fort in 1751, had
modernized the defences : the walls were mud faced with bricks as
high as the parapet ; and the three fides to the weft, north, and eaft,
contained 11 angular baftions of various fhapes and fizes; before
which were a pallifaded berm, and a wet ditch ; but no glacis. The
front to the fouth along the found, from reliance on that defence,
was left open. The baftion next the ~. w. fronted the caufeway
leading to the pettah : in this baftion was the gateway, and 120 yards
of the caufeway was converted into a caponiere, which terminated
in a ftrong ravelin that {coured along the length of the caufeway.

No regular approaches could be made to the fort, but by an army
ten times ftronger than Colonel Forde’s ; for hitherto black troops,
how{oever numerous, were counted for nothing in the fervice of car-
rying on trenches. = Colonel Forde therefore refolved to attack the
fort from the fand-hills to the eaft, as the neareft thot; and by bat-
teries detached from each other, without the communication of
trenches, as little was to be feared from the fallies of  the befieged.
The ground had the advantage, although this circumftance would

not have determined the choice, of being neareft to the difembarka- .

tion of the flores and heavy artillery from the Hardwicke, which,
with the two floops, were in the road.

Three batteries were ereted ; one in a fithing village near the inward
point of the {fand to the s. w. where it is bordered by the inlet of
the fea to the South, and to the Weft by a large creek in the morafs
coming from the north. Four hundred yards to the north of this bat-
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tery, and ncarer to the edge of the fame creck, was another : the.
third battery was at an équal diftance 100 yards in the rear of both..
The battery to the north, and that to the fouth, had each two eigh-.
teen and - two twenty=four pounders; but the fouth were llkEW1fe
the bombarding artillery, which were three mortars, of 13, nme,f
and eight inches. The battery in the center had 011ly two twelve-

pounders.
_In the s. E. angle of the fort,. clofe on the found, was a baﬁmx:’
called the Francois, of 10 guns. For fome diftance from hence to"
the noirth, the want of hard ground had obliged the rampait to res-
cede in a re-entering angle, in the bottom of which was a work in
the form of a demi-lune, having. only two faces, without ' flanks; -
which would have been ncedlefs, fince the line of the faces {uffici«
ently flanked the baftion Frangois on the nght, and that called the
Saint John on the left.- This work was- called the Dutch baftion,
The Saint John had eight guns, and beyond it in the N. E. angle
of the fort was the baftion called the Camelion, mounting 1o guns, -

" The fouthern of the Englith batteries fired on the Frangois and.

Dutch baftions ; the center on‘Saint ]ohn s; and the northern on:
the Cameleon, As foon as their pofition was decided, the garrifon
raifed a battery on the left thore of the inlet as you- enter from the
fea ; which took them all in flank ; but as this battéry was “feparated
from the fort by the whole breadth of the found, and might be at-
tacked in the mgbt by the boats of the thips, the garrifon kepta
conftant guard in it of Europeans, befides Sepoys.. ' They hkewlﬁ:
{tationed a {’clonger guard in the ravelin at the end of the capomura
on the other fide of the fort.  Befides the immediate fuperiority of
artillery ftanding on . their works, the ‘garrifon 'had others in ftore,
mounted ready to replace what might. be rendered ufelefs in the courfe
of fervice ; whereas the Englifh army could .only reftore the lofs of
theirs by borrOng the common guns of the Hardwicke, which were
nme pounders, or the Rajah’s, which were good for nothing.

The French arimy of obfervation, as foon the Englith pafied on-
wards: from Concale, - croffed the country to Elore, where there was
no gartifon to oppofe them ; and from. hence went on to Rajahmun-
drum, where the fick of the army, inall 25 Europeans, and 40 Sepoys,

2 had
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‘had 'been left under the command of Mr. Briftol, who a few days
before had received a large fum in gold and filver, fent from Bengal to

Vizigapatam, and ﬁ'om hence ‘to him, for the fervice of the army

with Colonel Forde. On the approach of the enemy, Briftol fent
away th_e treafure to Cockanarah, a Dutch fettlement on the coaft ;
and as foon as they appeared on the river, orderedall fuch of his men
as were capable of the fatigue to goaway, and endeavour to gain Vi-
zagapatam. The enemy marched two days onwards from Rajamun-
drum, giving out that they intended to take Vizianagarum, the ca-
pital of Anunderauze, as well as the Englith fort at Vizagapatam ;
but their views were only to extort money from the chiefs and ren-
ters, by the feverities they exercifed in the country. However, find-
ing they could not colle& as much as they fpent, they returned, and
- dire&ted their march to meet the army of Salabadjing. The daily
news of their motions terrified the Rajah with apprehenfions for his

countries, and no perfuafions could induce him to advance either his.

credit or money: none remained in the military cheft: Colonel
Forde had borrowed all that the officers under his command had re-
alized from the fpoils of the campaign; and had even ufed the prize-
money of the troops, and the mterpoﬁtmn of 'the French army of
obfervation precluded the hopes of receiving what had been fent to
Mr. Briftol ; and by this time, every foldier in the army had per-
ceived the obftacles which muft be furmounted, to reduce the
fort; ‘which exafperated the fenfe of their diftrefles. In thefe
agitations, the whole line of Europeans turned out on the 19th,
with their arms, and threatened to march away. Colonel Forde,
with much difficulty, prevailed on them to return to their tents, and
to depute one or two to explain their complaints. The deputies de-
clared, that all were refolved not to ferve the fiege, unlefs they were
immediately paid the amount of the prize-money already due to them,
-and were affured of the whole booty, in cafe Mafulipatam fhould be
taken. According to the Company’s regulations, authorized by the
Crown, the troops in India are only intitled to one half of ‘what is
taken in the forts they reduce; the other half is referved to the
Company. Colonel Forde promifed to pay them their prize-money,

O\q_qz i out
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out of the very firft he fhould receive ; and, as he could not break
through the regulation, affured them he would folicit the Company,
by a reprefentation of their hardfhips and fervices, to give up their
{hare of what might be taken in Mafulipatam ; of which, he fhould
retain the amount, until their determination was known. Thefe
promifes appeafed them 3 and they returned to their duty with theix
ufiual ardour. Neverthelefs the batteries were not compleated till the
25th, 18 days after the arrival of the army, during which the fort had
kept a conftant fire, which had enly killed five men.

Salabadjing, as he approached, fent forward letters and mef-
fengers, commanding Anunderauze and the Zemindars who had
joined the Englith, to quit them, and repair immediately, as vaf=
fals to his ftandard. On the 27th, advices were received in the
camp, that his army was arrived at Bezoara on the Kriftna, 40 miles.
from Mafulipatam ; and the fame day came reports,, that the French
army of obfervation had retaken Rajahmundrum.

The Rajah, who had for fome days been faultering, was now fo
terrified, that he marched away with all his forces the: fame night,
without giving any warning, intending to regain. his own country
on the other fide of the Godaveri; and, notwithftanding the dilato~
rinefs of his former motions, he on this occafion advanced 16 miles.
before day-break. Colonel Forde fent meflengers after him, re~
prefenting the abfurdity of his condu&, in thinking to efcape the
numerous cavalry of Salabadjing on the one hand, and the French.
ariny of obfervation, who were towards Rajahmundrum, on the
other ;. whereas, by remaining with the Englifh troops, his retreat
would be affured, and the redu@ion of Mafulipatam, even: now not

| impracticable. "The plain good {fenfe of this advice brought him back:

with his army to the Pettah. Colonel Forde, although with little
hopes, would not negle& the only means in his power of amufing:
Salabadjing from advancing to the relief of Mafulipatam,. and requeft--
ed his permiffion to. fend a deputy to treat, profefling no other in--
tention than to take poffeffion of the French garrifons and fattories,

on the coat, without affuming the authority they had held in the.
: inland:
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inland countries. - Salabadjing confented to receive the deputy, and
Mr. Johnftone was fent to his camp on the 1ft of April.

The three batteries continued a hot fire from the 25th of March
to the 4th of April. On the 5th, the weather, which had hitherto
been gentle, changed toa hard gale of wind, with thunder, lightning,
and immenfe rain, which brought in the fouthern monfoon, with
the return of fair weather on the 6th. In the evening the artillery
officers reported, that there was no more than two day’s ammu-
nition left for the fervice of the batteries. ' Intelligence was likewife
received, that Salabadjing was advancing from Bezoara, and that the
French army of obfervation, which he had invited, were very near
his. It was now no longer poflible for the Englith army to retreat
the long way they had come, as the whole garrifon of Mafulipatam
and the army of obfervation would join the Subah’s in the purfuit.
However, the camp might embark ; for the fhore at Mafulipatam
is ftill, and the only part on the coaft of Coromandel, on which.
the fea does not beat with a ftrong furf. But Colonel Forde
regarded this mode of retreat as intolerable difgrace; and refolved
to ftorm the fort; judging, moreover, that the garrifon would
not fufpett the attempt at the very time when the excefs of the
rain had rendered the approach over the morafs much lefs prai-
cable than before. He accordingly ordered the fire of the batteries
to be kept up with double vivacity through the next day, and all
the troops to be under arms at ten at night;. -

‘The ditch of the fort, at the ebb of the tide, *which would hap-
pen at midnight; has only three feet water, ard having no glacis,
nothing prevented the immediate accefs. Notwithftanding the gar-

“rifon, had conftantly repaired in the night the damages of the day,,
the hot and continued firing of this day had ruined the bafticns fuf-
ficiently to mount 3 and each of the three had been equally fired upon,
to confound the enemy’s guefs of the affault. As no outworks ob-
ftruted a full view of the body of the place, it was feen from the
batteries, that the two baftions upon the found on the extremities of
the fort to the s. w. and the s. 5. were in barbette,. that is, without

embrafures and merlons, but with a parapet low enough for cannon.
? i b m



486
1759:
Aprily

Ture War oF COROMANDEL, Book XI.

iag the French officer at the hicad of the Sepoys, bid him order them
to lay down their arms and furrender, which they obeyed with little
reluttance, and were fent up to the baftion. Yorke, having ob-
ferved that the way below was frec from interruption, and much
broader than the rampart above, refolved to march along it, to get
pofieflion of the reft of the defences allotted to his attack ; his divi-
fion accordingly came down, excepting a few left with the prifo-
ners, and the artillery-men with the gun. ~The guard of the next
baftion, St. John’s, had fhzltered themfelves within the angles, from

the infilade of the gun; they were 20 Europeans, and more Se-

poys, who, as foon as Yorke’s divifion came under the baftion, ad-
vanced to the edge of the rampart, fired down upon them, which
killed feveral and wounded more, and then cried out, that they
would furrender. Captain Yorke generouily {pared the return of their
fire : their arms were gathered, and they were conduéted by a party
to the Cameleon, where the Sepoys were in referve, who reinforced
the party, which was pofted to fecure the St. John’s. The di-
vifion then marched on, and when under the Dutch baftion, re-
ceived the fire of the guard, {cattered indeed, but with equal iniquity
followed by the immediate offer of furrender, which was accepted
with the fame humanity as before, and the bafton and men fecured
by parties from the divifion, and the referve. Thefe interruptions
had allowed the divifion time to think and expect more, and many -
thewed much unwillingnefs to go on; for darknefs covers thame 3
however, they yielded to the threats and exhortations of Captain
Yorke ; but had not advanced many paces beyond the Dutch baftion,
before they pafled a finall brick building clofe to the rampart, ‘which
curiofity led fome to examine. It was an. expenfe magazine of
ammunition, and one unluckily cried out, a mine: this word
ftruck the whole divifion with terror, and all inftantly ran back
to the Cameleon (the officers accompanying to reclaim fhem), and
Captain Yorke, who marched at the head, was left alone, with only
two drummers, who were biack boys, beating the grenadiers march,
which they continued, but in vain, for none rejoined ; on which
Captain Yorke went back, and found all his men in much confufion

4 at
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at the baftion, fome even propofing to go out of the breach and
quit tlie fort. Severity was inftantly neceflary, and Captain Yorke,
as-{foon as on the baftion, threatened to put the firft man to death
who offered to come near the breach; on which fome of the fol-
diers who had ferved with him in -Adlercron’s regiment, and en-
lifted in the Company’s fervice, cried out that their commander
was ill ufed, and offered to follow him wherefoever he pleafed :
their number immediately encreafed to 36, with whom he marched
off, leaving the reft to follow, as the officers could bring them
on. The length of this interruption, joined to the preceding, had
given the French officer at the next baftion, the Francois, which
{tands on the edge of the found, time to get down a gun loaded
with grape-fhot and to point it up the way the party was coming ;
it fired when they were within a few yards, and with great exe-
cution, killing feveral and wounding fixteen. Captain Yorke fell,
with a ball through each of his thighs, and each of the black
drummers was killed dead at his fide. This havock, however,
did not difcourage the reft from bringing off their Captain,
whom they carried to the ‘Cameleon; and the guards, pofted
in the St. Jean and Dutch baftions, not difmayed, kept their ground,
waiting the event.®

During thefe efforts of the left divifion, the right, commanded
by Captain Fifcher, was advancing from the Cameleon to the right,
but along the rampart. The next, which is the fmall gate, was
not in complete repair; and the Sepoys with Macleane were at-
tempting to fcramble up it, which, with the approach of Fifcher’s
divifion, drove the guard away to the next baflion, called the
Church-yard, from which they fired continually, but without order,
as the divifion approached ; and when near, afked quarter, which was
granted. g S

Colonel Forde continued with the referve on the baftion of St.
Jean, iffuing the neceffary orders, according to the reports from both
divifions. ‘The prifoners as faft as taken were brought to him there,
and he fent them, as they came, down the breach, into the ditch,
where they were guarded as well as the night permitted by a proper
Vor. IL. Rrr number



488

1759
——

April.

Tue WAR oF CoROMANDEL. Book XI.
number of Sepoys, ' threatening ‘at the point of bayonet to kill the
firft that moved; but very few of themy ventured any difturbance.
The Rajah’s troops had for fome time begun their attack on the
ravelin on the caufeway, and, if nothing more, with all the din and
clamour they could make ; but thefire of the falfe attack with Cap-
tain Knox' continually diminifhed ; as having ‘begun eatlier, they
had expended moft of their ammunition, although, finding the ére-
my prepared in this quatter, they only fired acrofs without ven-
turing to pafs the quagmire. However, this attack kept fome of the

i

garrifon from the more material fervice againft the reéal, and the Ra-

jah’s prevented ‘the guard at the r;w-elin from returning into the fort,
which they ought to have done,  as being of 'little ufe without the
walls, whilft the body of the place was in inftant danger. But the
feparation of the main attack into two divifions, ' confounded the
defence much more: than the ‘attacks without. Mr. Conflans, not
knowing what to do, kept at his houfe near the Sound, continually
receiving meflages magnifying the danger, and fending orders which
new teports continually induced him to contradict.

The parade of the fort was under the baftion of the great gate,
and as this is the ufual place of rendezvous on alarm, moft of the
troops and officers who remained willing to continue the defence,
whether driven from their pofts, or wanting immediate orders, re-
paired hither, and had joined the guard of the baftion above; before
Fifcher’s divifion was ready to advance from that of the church-yard.
Near 100 were aflembled, but their fire was il direfted, be inning
too early, before the divifion was {ufficiently near, which pre-
ferved theirs, and only giving that of the firft platoon, ruthed on,

~and foon cleared the baftion. Fifcher immediately fent down to fecure

the gate below, which thut out the troops on the ravelin, and prevent-
ed the efcape of any from within.  Whilft the divifion was getting

“anto'order to proceed again, appeared Captain Callender, nb one kiew:

from whence, and taking the command, marched at their head to-
wards the next baftion, called the Pettab, from which came fcatter-
ing thot, fcarcely more than one at'a time, and the laft that drop~

‘ped, fhot Callender ‘dead ; immediately after which the fire of the

garrifon
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garrifon in‘all other parts'of the. fort ceafed, and foon after came a
meflage from Colonel Forde, ordering Fifcher’s diyifion to ceafe likes:
wife, as'Mr. Conflans had | furfenderéd.  He had fent a meflage to

Colonel Forde, offering'to capltulftte on honourable terms ; to which,

Forde anfwered, that he would ‘give none, but at difcretion, nor

even this, but would put every man to the {word, if the leaft: re-.
fiftanice continued from any part of the garri.{bn, aud all did not!

immediately furrender themfelves prifoners, |

On' the return of the officer, Mr. Conflans fent 01c1ers round for
the troops ‘ to qmt their arms, and repair to his quarters. at the’
arfenal, which is a {pacious enclofure. = As foon as all was quiet, the:
Englith troops affembled on the parade, under the baftion of thc.'

gateway ; ‘and 100 Europeans, with two guns, and two  compdiies
of Scpoys, were detached to rémain on guard over the prifoners
until the morning’; when, whatfoever - troops were at - thae rayelin,
and the battery.at the inlet, and had not efeaped; came into the fort,
to become prifoners with the reft of the garrifon. Thewhole number

exceeded thofe' to whom they had furrendered, being 506 Europeans,

of whom 160 were either officers or inlﬁab_itan_ts of better condition,
and 2537 either Coffrees, Topafles, or Sepoys. -Of the affailanits,
22 Buropeans were killed, amongft them the Captains Callender Jlld
Mollitore, and 62 wounded. 'The Sepoys, who behaved with equal
gallantry s the Europeans, as well in the real, asat the falfe 1tt1cks,
had about 50 killed, and 150 wounded. Thc R"lj«lll s people like-
wife fuffered more than svas expected from them ; but nothing in
proportion to the Englith troops. The fort was furnifhed with 120
pieces of cannon, and abundance' of military ftorcs. The plunder
of other effe@s was likewile valuable; and all that was. not. mer-

chandize was given back to the prifoners ; half the reft was divided

amongit the anlth -army,’and the other half r»iurvcd for. them
according to the promlie they had received.

The unprobability of the attempt was the principal C.w{c of .its
{uccefs, for the g'urlfon from the beginning had regarded the fiege
with mockery, and, being in daily expection of the glm_*"tl of a body
of troops which were coming by fea from Pondicherry, had con-

: Rrrz = certed,
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certed, that the army of obfervation, joined by this reinforcement,
and a great detachment, if not the whole of Salabadjng’s army,
fhould then furround and attack the Englith army, which' they te-
prefented to themfelves as involved in impending and uievitable de-
ftru&ion 3 and indeed, if thefe efforts had been made by Salabadjing’s
army, and the French troops abroad, without waiting for the rein-
forcement, the Englith army could not have kept their ground, fince
the Rajah, with all his troops, would certainly have run away, and
the enemy’s horfe, amongft whom were many Morattoes, would
have cut off all provifions, and harraffed every motion': nor could
they have made the embarkation, to efcape by fea, without abandon-
ing all the ftores and artillery. _

The miniftry of Salabadjing were therefore not more {urprized,
than vexed, at the lofs of the place, becaufe, confcious that it might
have been prevented by the ativity they had negleted to exert.
They held councils with the French commander of the army of ob-
fervation, and determined ftill to wait for the reinforcement s when
they expeded at leaft to reduce the Englith to compound for their
retreat by the furrender of Mafulipatam. The Rajah Anunderauze,
divining what might happen, propofed to return to his own country,
as foon as the place was taken ; and Colonel Forde, from utter
contempt of his chara&er, made no objeétions to his departure ; he
marched away with all the Indian forces on the 12th, to regain the
Godaveri s and, by hafty marches, was, in two days, out of the
reach of purfuit. - ' "

Early in the morning of the 15th appeared two fhips, ftanding
into the read, under French colours. The commander of the
Hardwicke, Samfon, was afhore embarking prifoners, of whom
he had already received 40 on board: but his brother, who was the
chief mate, immediately weighed, and got to windward of the
ftrange thips ; on which, the largeft anchored in the road, as did the
Hardwicke at a diftance ; but the other flill plying up, the Hard-
wicke weighed again, as did the largeft fhip, and the wind having
changed, both of the enemy’s bore down, with a fair fail : in the
mean time, Captain Samfon, with eight gunners lent from the army,,

got:
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‘ got on board, and determining not to run, before he had tried the
ftrength of the fhips, waited to exchange a broadfide, which difcover-

ing them to be flouter than his own, he again hauled the wind, and

working more dexteroufly got again out of their reach, but con-
tinued in the offing. 'The two French thips anchored again in the
road, and in the night fent a catamaran, which they had brought
with them, on fhore, with letters to Mr. Conflans, fignifying, that
they were the Harlem and Briftol from Pondicherry, with 300

troops Europeans and Topafles, befides the crews: they were the aid-

of which advices had been received before. No anfwer being re-
turned, they fufpected the lofs of the place, and early the next morn-
ing ftood out again after the Hardwicke, which bore away for
Bengal, and before noon all three were out of fight.

The army of Salabadjing was at this time within 15 miles of
Mafulipatam ; and imagining, that the French fhips would return
to land the troops, fent forward all the Morattoes towards the fhore.
Colonel Forde, notwithftanding the great number of prifoners which
were to be guarded, divided his force, and, leaving half in the fort to.
take care of them, encamped with the other on the ground he had
occupied before. This countenance kept the Morattoes out of can-
non-fhot, but they burnt and flew all around for feveral days ; when
Salabadjing, fecing no probability of retaking Mafulipatam, began
to treat in earneft ; and Colonel Forde went to his camp, and was re-

ceived with much attention.

But another motive of equal weight concurred to induce this.

change in Salabadjing’s difpofition towards the Englith. Some ac-
count of the affaflination of Mr. Bufly’s Duan, and of Nizamally’s
flight to Brampour, had reached Bengal before the "departure of the
prefent expedition 3 and Clive, judging that the atrocity of the in-.
jury which Nizamally bad committed would carry his deteftation.
of the French nation beyond the reéach or wifh of reconciliation,,
wrote letters to him, requefting his affiftance to the army with
Colonel Forde in exterminating the French out of the provinces they:
had difinembered from the fovereignty of the Decan. Colonel Forde

difpatched thefe letters, with his own to the fame purport, and Ni~
1 zamally
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'zamélly had received them: whether they contributed to influence his

immediate operations we are uncertain 5 but as foon as he was' certi-
fied that Salabadjing was marching agamft the Englith army to
Mafulipatam; he took the field with :his_ own from '-A.prgggabad,
advancing towards Hyderabad, and giving out, t__ha.t;' he intended to
reform the adminiftration. ‘The news of his intentions, which pre-
ceded the advices of his march; alarmed Salabadjing for the prefer-
vation of Hyderabad itfelf, and made him not only anxious to return

~thither as foon as poﬂib]e,- but defirous of being accompanied by a

body of Englifh troops ; fearing, that if _'he'- entertained the French
army of obfervation, all reconciliation with his b'r.other_ Nizamally
would be precluded. Neverthelefs the influence which the com-
mander of thefs troops had gained over his brother Bafialutjung,
swho managed the moft important affairs iof the government,, de-
layed the execution of his treaty with Colonel F orde until the 12th
of May, on which day it was figned, and delivered.

The treaty confifted of four articles. = By the firft 5 'The whole:
territory dependant on Mafulipatam, with eight | diftricts, as well
as the jurifdi€tion over.the territory. of Nizamapatam, with the-
diftricks of Codaver and Wacalmannar, were granted to the Englifh -
without the réferve of fine or military fervice. By the fecond article,
Salabadjing promifed to oblige the French troops, meaning the army
of obfervation, to pafs the Kriftna in 15 days; nor, in future, to
permit the nation to have any fettlement in the country of the Decan,
which this treaty defines to be bounded on the fouth, by the Kriftna;
nor to entertain any French troops in his fervice, or to give them:
afliftance, or ever call them agaii -to his own. | By the third, he.
promifed not to call Anunderauze to account for whatfoever he had
colleéted out of the governments belonging to the Frenchy nor for
the tributes of his'own countries for the prefent year; but he was
hereafter to pay the fame for themas had been: paid:by Vizeram-
rauze, and the father of Vizeramrauze. «1f Apunderauze failed in
this {tipulation, Salabadjing was left free to treat him as he pleafed :
but “in all cafes was neither to aflift, or give protettion to. the’
enemies of the Englith; and by the 4th article, the Englith engage
ngither to aflift, or give proteCtion to his. The territory ceded to

‘the
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the company extended 8o miles along the fea, and 20 mland, and
the revenues amounted to 400,000 rupees a year, . '

As foon as the treaty was figned, Salabadjing offered Colonel
Forde a diftri¢t near Mafulipatam, as a jaghire or penfion for him-
{elf, if he would accompany him with ' part of the Englifh troops.

againit his:‘brother Nizamally. = Colonel Forde, with as much

carneftnefs, requefted his afliftance to take or deftroy the French army-
of obfervation, who were encamped in the neighbourhood, avowedly
under the proteétion of Baflaulet Jung.  Neither fide had the leait
mclination to gratify the other, and Salabadjing on the 18th
marched away in much didguft with the Englith, to whom he had
confirmed, without any reciprocal benefit, the moft advantageous:
- acquifitiont of its extent, they could with to gain, with. the view of
maintaining, on the whole coaft of Coromandel from Ganjam to.
Cape Comorin. The body of French troops crofled the Krifina,
but marched to the weftward, in confequence of aflurances from
Baflaulet Jung to take them into his fervice, when he thould return
from Hyderabad to his own government of Adoni. The Prefi-
dency of Madrafs confidered Mafulipatam as dependant on. their au--
thority, and appointed Mr. Andrews, with a council, to manage
the revenue and trade : and Colonel Forde remained there with the
troops, in expectation of orders for his future proceedings from the

Prefidency of Bengal.

Mr. Lally, with the French army, was in full march after the-
Englith, when he received the news at Trivatore that they had taken
Conjeveram, on which he halted ; but fent forward the partizan Lam-
bert, with the body of troops he commanded apart from the army,.

who pofted 'themfe,_lv.és {feven miles from the Englith, in the road to-.

Arcot, in order to prevent the incuifions of their cavalry into thofe
* diftri&s ;. but the Englith army had no intention to ravage a country
they intended to recover, ILambert’s party confifted of 300 either
"Topaffes or Europeans, unfit for the regular battalions, about. 700

Sepoys, and 200 horfe. They had been detached whilft the two-

armies fome time before were facing one another at Conjeveram, fo
retaliate on Kiftnarow, the Killidar of Thiagar, the ravages he
2. had
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d in the adjacencies of Pondicherry, and to retake the
omed Ifloof had reduced whilft the French
army were preparing on the other fide*of the Paliar, to attack
Madrafs., In the middle of Maich, he fet down before Elavana-
{ore, which Kiftnarow, leaving his rock of Thiagar, refolved to
continual fkirmifhes pafled between them. for
ten days, when Lambert, feeing no probability of taking the
place with battering cannon, of which he had nine, marched
away, and fet down before Trivatore ; where likewife were fome
Sepoys left by Mahomed Iffoof, andfome of Kiftnarow’s, who were
very near {urrendering, when T.ambert, with his whole detach-
ment, was recalled to the main army ; which on the 1gth advanced
to Covrepauk, where they took up their quarters, {till keeping
arty between them and the Englith, which continued

had committed m
forts which he and Mah

defend in perfon;

Lambert’s p

at ‘Conjeveram, and threw up redoubts in their front, and on their

flanks. :
" Soon after the detachment of Gopaulrow’s Morattoes had taken

poffeflion of Tripetti, he received orders from Balagerow at Poni,
to return and join him there without delay ; left he thould be
ftopped by the floods of the Kriftna, which fwells in May. He ac-
cordingly recalled all his parties, excepting a {mall detachment
left to guard Tripetti, under the command of an officer named
Narrain Sauftry, and the main body marched away from the paffes
of Damalcherri, in the beginning of April. At the fame time,
Abdulwahab, the Nabob’s brother, was permitted to return, with
his troops, to Chandergerry ; from whence he fent them againft
Tripetty, of which they got pofieflion after a flight refiftance:
he then requefted the Prefidency to grant him the farm of the pa-
goda ; but as his rank exempted him from controul, the Prefi-
dency let it to the fame renters as were holding it when taken by
the French, by whom they had likewife been continued in the
matiagement.

Three companies of Sepoys fent from Tritchinopoly joined Kiftna-
row foon after Lambert’s party was recalled from thefouth,with whom
and his own troops Kiftnarow immediately took the field again, and

ravaged

SARRE
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ravaged as far as Trivadi, within. 14 miles of Pondicherry; - and
from thence to Cuddalore, where, fince the redu@ion of Fort St.
David, the French kepta garrifon. Some bad troops ‘'were fent
from both, and the adjacent diftricts, to oppofe him, and having
amongft them go Europeans, and he none, excepting the ferjeants
of the Sepoys, the enemy attacked him with confidence, and were
decifively beaten. - Ten of their Europeans, and a grear number of
their country troops, were killed. Of the Englith. Sepoys 30, and
nine of Kiftnarow’s people; but the enemy left behind them
three pieces of cannon, a tumbril, and 30 barrels of ammunition,
which he carried away in triumph to Thiagar ; and from thence
- fent back the Englith Sepoys to Tritchinopoly. 'This fuccefs was
gained in the beginning of May. .

A few days after the reduftion of Conjeveram, intelligence was
received, that the garrifon of Sepoys at Palamcotah, in the country
of Tinivelly, had ventured to ftand an engagement in the field
againft Maphuze Khan and the Pulitaver, joined by moft of the other
Polygars, and, although the enemy quitted the field, fo many of
the Sepoys were killed and wounded, that the garrifon could no
longer appear out of the fort. It had before been refolved to fend.
Mahomed Ifloof into the fouthern countries, asfoon as the army in
. the field could be diminifhed without rifque ; of which, the caution
of the French army at Covrepauk to avoid even the chance of fkir-
mithes, and the departure of the Morattoes with Gopaulrow, who
might have joined them, no longer left any apprehenfions, 'The
troops of Tanjore and Tondiman were therefore ordered to return,
with Mahomed Ifloof’s detachment, and the whole body were to pafs
by Vicravandi and Trivadi, in order to affift Kiftnarow in ravaging
the French diftri&s in the way. They fet out together on the 26th
of April : the detachment with Mahomed Iffoof was fix companies
of Sepoys, 6o of the horfe, and fix of the European gunners he
brought with him, and two field-pieces : the Tanjorines were 300
horfe, and Tondiman’s troops 250, with 1100 colleries, After the
firft day’s march, the troops of Tanjore and Tondiman declared
they would not expofe themfelves to the rifque of paffing through
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the enemy’s diftricts, nor of croffing the Coleroon near them. Ma-
homed Iffoof, impatient to arrive at his deftination, yielded to, if
he did net fuggeft, their repugnance, and confented to go the way
they chofe. Accordingly, they all quitted the fireight road to the
fouth, and friking to the weft, pafled by Arnee, and entered the.
mountains about nine miles fouth of Velore: then continuing
along the Valley of Vaniambady, they came out at another pafs
near Tricalore, and burning feven or eight villages under that fort
which were held by the French: renters, they arrived at Thiagar
on the 8th of May, where Kiftnarow was returned from his ex-
curfion to Trivadi. - The Tanjorines and Tondimans, thinking the
selt of the country from Thiagar {afe, proceeded home more like
travellers than troops: but Mahomed Ifloof’s detachment marched
on m regular order to Tritchinopoly, where they arrived on the
14th; and, on the 16th, having taken leave of the Nabob, he con-
tinued his march to Madura.

Nothing could teftify more confidence than the difmiffion of
fuch a number of troops in the face of the enemy. Their diftrefles
for every kind of fupply, and for want even of their pay, after they
arrived at Covrepauk, deterred Mr. Lally from trufting their good-;
will in a&ion, until he could fatisfy their complaints. For this
purpofe, he went to Arcot, and, having deteCted various frauds in
the management of the Amuldar or renter, who farmed the diftricts,
fined him 40,000 rupees ; and he received 10,000 from Mortizally
of Velore, with the promife of fome provifions, to refrain from:
molefting his domain. But before he had procured thefe aids, he
received news, that the Englifh fquadron, confifting of nine fail of
the line, and three frigates, had arrived on the 28th of April at
Negapatam, from Bombay. (Their appearance, whilft the French
army was at fuch a diftance, alarmed the garrifon at Karieal, and
even Pondicherry itfelf; but net Mr. Lally, whe, on the contrary,
thought it requifite to thew better countenance, and, having fatis-
fied immediate wants with the> moriey he had obtained, marched
on the 6th of May with the whole army from Covrepauk, and en-

camped
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camped the next day at Balchitty’s Choultry, feven tiles to the
weft of Conjeveram. The fituation they chofe was ftrong, and
the country being quite level, the advanced guards of the two
armies. were in fight of each other.

An exchange of prifoners had been fome time before agreed on,
and 100 of thofe taken at Fort. St. David afrived at Chinglapett
from Pondiclierry on the 6th, which enabled the prefidency of Ma-
drafs to reinforce their army with that number, although of other
Europeans ; but the French could not immediately receive an equal
advantage, becaufe their prifoners were releafed from Tritchinopoly,
and had to march from thence to Pondicherry. Colonel Brereton fell
at this time dangeroufly ill, and with much regret was obliged to be
carried into Madrafs, when the command devolved to Colonel Mon-
fon, the next officer in the king’s' regiment, who immediately made
preparations, and on three fucceffive days, from the 12th to the
1 5th, drew the army out of the lines, offering the enemy battle in
the plain ; but the ground of their encampment was too ftrong to
be attacked by an equal force. By this time, the refources of money
and provifions which Mr. Lally had lately procured were nearly ex-
haufted, and the foldiery renewed their complaints, which moft of
the officers, from perfonal hatred to himfelf, were little folicitous
to reprefs. Knowing their difcontent, he would not venture the
battle he otherwife withed, (for he was always brave and impetuous,
and had 2000 Europeans in the field,) before he had tried how far
their prejudices might influence their duty: and made feveral mo-
tions, tending to no great confequence, which convinced him, that,
in their prefent mood, they would -not fight with ardour under his
command. The Englith army, ignorant of the motives, were much
furprized to fee the 'whole of the French quitting their encamp-
ment on the 1sth, and in March: towards Trivatore. From hence
they were difpofed into different cantonments. Parties were fent to
Arcot, Covrepauk, and Carangoly, 200 Europeans to Chittapet, 400
with the field artillery to Vandiwath; 1200, /with' 100 European
horfe, marched to Pondicherry, whither Mr. Lally likewife went,
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refoved not to-meet the Englith again in force, until the arrival of
the French fquadron, which was daily expected with reinforcements.
On the 28th, the Englifh army was diftributed into cantonments

at Chinglapett, Conjeveram, Tri-Permadore, and Muflewack, which,

with the forts of Pondamalée and Tripafiore, formed a barrier from
the river Paliar to Pulicate. The French had fome time before
withdrawn their troops from Sadrafs, and reftored the fort and town
to the Dutch.
' Thus-ended this campaign, after it had lafted 100 days, during
whiich of 8 or 10,000 men in arms, not five were killed. But the
principal object of both fides was to protet their refpective territory,
aud not to rifque an engagement without pofitive advantage, which
neither gave. |

Mr. Lally carried with him to Pondichery more refentment than
ever againft the governor, the council, and all who were employed
in the civil adminiftration of the company’s affairs; imputing to
their malverfations all the obftacles and impediments which ob-
ftruéted the fuccefs of his arms. = The council, he alledged, received
prefents from the renters’ of all the diftrits, who, emboldened by
the knowledge of their peculations, continually evaded the regular
paymeénts, or infifted on remiffions in the terms of their leafes: and
whilft the public treafury was thus difappointed or defrauded of its
incomes, its iffues he infifted were fquandered with equal prodiga-
lity, becaufe the council and their dependants held fhares in all the
fupplies for the public fervice, whether in the camp or ¢ity. Some-
thing of thefe accufations might be true; but Mr. De Leyrit, the
governor, was a man of diftinguithed moderation and equity ; and
other members of the council were likewife men of worth, fuperior
to fuch prattices; but all who were not, fheltered their own cha-
racters under the public difbelief of the calumnies againft thofe who
were guiltle(s of the delinquencies imputed to them : and all know-
g Mr. Lally’s averfion to Mr. Bufly, who had remained ill at
Pondicherry fince the fiege of Madrafs, paid particular court to his
perfon and charafter, and continually expreffed their regrets at the
indifcretion of the miniftry in France appointing Mr. Lally to the

4 fupreme
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fupreme command in India, when they had it in their power to
have employed an officer of fuch approved and fuccefsful fervices as
Mr. Buffy. ) '

As foon as the -main body of the French army arrived at Pondi-
cherry, 6o Europeans were fent to Karical ; againft which place,
from its diftance and fituation on the fea-thore, although a regular
_fortification, Mr. Lally always apprehended a defcent from the Eng-
" lith {quadron. Another party was prepared to attack Kiftnarow,
whofe ravages had greatly impaired the revenues expeéted from the
adjacent diftrits ; but did not take the field until the 24th, which
gave time to Captain Jofeph Smith, at Tritchinopoly, to {end three

companies of Sepoys, under the command of Hunterman, the fer--

: jeant-major of the garrifon, who arrived at Thiagar before the
French “party 3 which thereupon returned to Trivadi : where they
remained waiting for detachments until they were ftrengthened to

200 Europeans, 1500 Sepoys, 40 huffars, soo black horfe, and’

eight guns, and were likewife joined by the matchlocks and peons
of the French diftri&ts: when, by forced marches they fuddenly in-
vefted Elavanafore on the sth of July; and took it by affault on the
rrth. Kiftnarow himfelf was in Thiagar; his gallantry, and the
importance of the place, which protected all the diftriéts fouthward
towards Tritchinopoly, determined Captain Smith to make an effort
for their prefervation, which the ftrength of his garrifon could
ill afford. Forty Europeans, with three guns, and fix companies
of Sepoys, marched under the command of Lieutenant Raillard, a
Swifs, and before they reached Volcondah were joined by rooo

horfe, which the Nabob had levied fince his arrival at Tritchinopoly, .

intending to employ them in the Madura and Tinivelly countries,
which he expe&ted would have been left to his management. Kift-
narow, on hearing of the march of Raillard’s detachment, came out

of Thiagar with all his horfe, and fome Sepoys, in the night of+
the 12th, and the next day joined him at Volcondah. Serjeant -

Hunterman, with the reft of I'fhe three companies of Sepoys he had
brought, and what fooi Kiltnarow ufually kept in Thiagar, re-
mained to defend it, until his return with the reinforcement. At

break -
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break of day on the 14th, the whole body of the French troops,
now commanded by the Vifcount Fumel, who had made a forced

" march in the night from Elavanafore, appeared before the pettah at

the bottom of the rock, and invefting it on every fide on the plain,
brought two guns againft the two oppofite gates on the north and
fouth, and difpofed two parties to efcalade’ in: other places. ‘The
fight was every where fharp ; both the efcalades and the attack on
the north gate were repulfed ; but after two hours, the enemy forced
the other, and brought their guns into the town, and Hunterman,
ftill unwilling to give up, had nearly been cut off in his retreat to
the gateway of the paflage leading up to the fort above, which he
however gained, having loft one third of his Sepoys s but the enemy
more, having 200 of theirs, and thirty Europeans, killed and wound-
ed. They had fcarcely difpofed their guards, when their {couts
brought word, that the troops with Ralliard and Kiftnarow were
approaching, and were within a few miles; on which, Fumel, with
the impetuofity of his nation on fuccefs, marched out with moft of
the troops, but without the field-pieces ; and met the Englith, who
were advancing faft on the plain within two miles from the fort.
Ralliard, thinking the advantage of his two field-pieces greater than
it really was, halted his line to cannonade, which the enemy ftood;
and, inflead of coming on as Ralliard expeed, waited till their
own, which were five, came up, when they fired amongft the Na-
bob’s cavalry, and knocked down feveral; on which the whole of
this daftardly body went off, and left the infantry unflanked., Ral-
liard and Kiftnarow were in this inftant riding towards the cavalry,
to lead them up to the enemy’s ; and, hurried by vexation, followed
in hopes of rallying them, and left the infantry without command;
againft whom the enemy, feeing the horfe going off, advanced to
the puth of bayonet. There was, not far in the rear of ‘the Englith
line, a village, in which the oxen with the ammunition and the, ftores
were waiting; and the gunners, thinking it a {afe ftation to fecure
the field-pieces, turned, and began to draw them off as faft as they
gould, thinking they fhould be covered by the reft of the infantry s
svho, confufed by thefe various appearances of terror in others, took

5 panic
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panic themfelyes, and broke, before the enemy’s Europeans were at
their breafts; and all inftantly fell under the fabres of theit black
cavalry® meanwhile the exhortations of Ralliard and Kiftnarow were
vain to retain the Nabob’s, who went off on the full gallop in the
road to Tritchinopoly. . All the Europeans were killed, or madé pri=
foners: all the Sepoys threw down their arms, and fm* -red more,
as the enemy did not think them worth taking, and only 200 of them
got back to Tritchinopoly. Kiftnarow, feeing all loft, followed the
Nabob’s cavalry ; Ralliard rode back to the enemy, difcharged his.
piftols at the firft he met, and then galloped out of their reach. = He
was afterwards found dead five miles from the field of aétion; his
head and breaft bruifed with violent ftrokes of his piftol, under which
he is {uppofed, as he had neither cartridges nor {word, to have ex-
pired, and to have mnflifted this fevere, but needlefs execution on

himfelf, to avoid the difgrace of his defeat. The enemy returned to-

Thiagar, and fummoned Kiftnarow’s officer in the upper fort to fur-
render, who, encouraged by Serjeant Hunterman, refufed s which
obliged them to fend to Chittapet and Vandiwath, for three mortars,
and more Europeans. They fired and bombarded the rock until the

25th ; when Hunterman, having nearly expended all the ammuni--
tion, capitulated to 600 Europeans, and obtained honourable terms.

for the whole garrifon, Kiftnarow’s people as well as the Englifh
Sepoys 3 all being permitted to march away with their arms, their
perfons without fearch, their baggage on oxen, and under an efcort
of French troops to the diftance they chofe: the artillery only ex-
cepted. The gallantry of Hunterman was. rewarded w1th an’en--
fign’s commiffion.

Nothing of confequence had paffed between the two armies {ince
they went into ¢antonments, except reciprocal excurfions of {mall:
parties to drive off cattle, of which the Englith colleGted 5 or 6o00..
'The French garrifon in the fort of Arcot confifted of 60 Europeans:
and fix companies of Sepoys ; and being as ill paid as the reft of the
troops, the Sepoys made overtures to, Colonel Monfon, profering
to deliver up the fort for a reward in money. At the fame time, the

Kellidar of Covrepauk, in which were only ten Europeans, and he :
of
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of Timery, who had none, offered likewife to fell their forts. Ti-
mery, from its diftance, was not deemed worth the purchafe ; but
the 'reputation of Arcot, and the communication with it by Covre-
-pauk, induced the prefidency to accept the terms of thefe forts, al-
though coftly. . But the Sepoys at Arcot, when the day of execu-
tion approached, confeffed that they could not fucceed; and a few
«days after 200 Europeans were fent into the fort from Vandiwath,
but not, as it feemed, from any {ufpicion of the plot. However,
their march ftopped the bargain with Covrepauk. 4
Narrain Sauftry, the Morattoe officer, whom Abdulwahad had
driven from Tripetty, took up his refidence in Carcambaddy, a
town in the hills, 15 miles diftant, belonging to a petty Polygar, {ub-

je to a greater called the Matlaver, with whofe affiftance he raifed

forces, moftly fuch as were to be found in thofe wilds ; and in the

-night of the goth of June, by a bye-path in the mountain of Tri-

petty, got poflefiion of the temple on the fummit. The troops

amaintained by the renter, and two companies of Sepoys with Enfign

Wilcox, were in the town below, which commands the ufual path
of the pilgrims to the pagoda. Narrain Sauftry therefore waited for

-another force, which the Matlaver was to fend ; when one from the
-rock, and the other from the plain, were to furprize the town.
“They accordingly made the attack on the gth of July at four in the
‘morning ; and, after {kirmifthing an hour, were begten off, with the
“lofs of 20 men killed and wounded; but the Morattoes ftill kept

poffeflion of the pagoda. A few days after, the town was.rein-
forced by the prefidency of Madrafs, with three companies of Sepoys,
15 Europeans, and a fmall gun. None but Indians, and they of
the better cafts, are permitted to afcend the hill on which the pagoda
ftands ; for the Bramins pretend, that if the {fummit thould be
trodden by forbidden feet, all the virtue of the pagoda in the re-
miffion of fins would be loft, until reftored by an immen{e purification.
Not apprized of this creed, the Sepoys fent by the prefidency were
as ufual a mixture of Mahomedans and various cafts of Indians, fo
that out of the fix hundred, only 8o were worthy to mount to the
affault: and the Europeans were utterly excluded. The renter
neverthelefs
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neverthelefs, with the 8o Sepoys, and his peons and matchlocks,
in all not exceeding 500 meén, ventured to attack the enemy in pof-
{effion of the pagoda, and was repulfed with lofs; but the blood thed
in the attack did not unfan&ify the pagoda.

In the latter part of June, threc of the ufual fhips arrived from
England, with 200 recruits, fent by the Company ; and brought
intelligence, that the 84th - regiment of 1000 men, in the king”s
fervice, were coming in other thips, under the command of Lieu-
tenant-colonel Coote, the fame officer whom we have feen ferving
in Bengal with the rank of major ; he was appointed to the com-~
mand of the Company’s troops in Bengal ; but with permiffion to
ftop and ferve with *his regiment, if more neceffary, on the coaft of
Coromandel. The fatisfadtion arifing from this intelligence was in
fome meafure impaired by a refolution of the Court of Diretors ;
who, dazzled by the wealth acquired in Bengal from the revolution of
Plafly, and by reprefentations of its fufficiency to fupply their other
prefidencies, had determined to {end no more treafure to any of them
until the year 1760 3 but for every reafon this intelligence was kept
within the council.

At this time likewife, 200 Engh{h prifoners were received from
Pondicherry, in exchange for the fame number of French releafed
at Trltchmopoly ; but more than one half of the Englith were fea-
men, taken in the frigates ftranded at St. David’s, and other veflels ;
who were immediately fent away to the fquadron, which was cruiz-
ing to the fouthward. However, thefe additions to the army enabled
the Prefidency to extend their attention to objetts they had been
obliged to negle&, in order to make head in the adjacencies of
Madrafs : and go Europeans, of whom 20 were invalids, and the
others not the beft men, were fent to Tritchinopoly, proceeding by
fea to Negapatam, and from thence through the country of
T'anjore. : |

Three companics of Sepoys had been fent to bring away as many
of the French prifoners as they could guard from Mafulipatam.
As the fea was adverfe, they marched by land, and were joined on
the road by 100 horfe of Nazeabulla’s, from Nelore, They arrived at
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Mafulipatam on the xft of June; and on the 15th began their march.
back with 200 of the prifoners; but on the 3d day were recalled by:
Colonel Forde, in confequence of intelligence which threatened..

- their farther progrefs with danger.

"The Subah Salabadjing, on his_return from Mafulipatam, halted
within four days of Hyderabad, and commenced a: negotiation. with
his brother Nizamally. An interview enfued, which was followed
by a reconciliation, and concluded by the reftoration of Nizamally
to the fame extenfive powers in the govemment of the Decan,
which  had excited the apprchenfions of Mr. Bufly, and the mortal
hatred of both. to each other, in the beginning of the preced-
ing year. ‘This revolution in the adminiftration deprived. Baf-
{aulet Jung, the other brother, of all his power ; which hadbeen con-
fiderable as Puan, and little controled by the indolence of Sala-
badjing.  He therefore marched. away in feeming difguft with his
brothers 3 but with moft againft the ableft 5 and took with him the
troops which had formed Conflans’ army of obfervation. ‘They wers
200 Europeans, and:the 2000 Sepoys under the command of Zul-
facar Jung : his own were 1500 good horfe, and sooo faot of. va-
vious forts, with a train of heavy artillery. They recrofled the
Kriftna, fummoening acknowledgements, and plundering the coun-
try ; and: when Bonjour’s. detachment, fet out from Mafulipatam,
were arrived at Condavire, within so miles of the road of his march.
From hence, Baffaulut Jung, and his principal officers,fent forward
threatening letters.to Nazeabulla at Nelore; and the three greater
Polygars, as wellias all the lefler ones along the Pennar, ordering
them to account for their thares of the tribute with the arrears, due
to the throne through the officiality of the Subah of the Decan,
by whom Baffaulet Jung pretended he was commifiioned to call them
to account ; and, as a more effeCtual terror, gave out, that he thould
pafs through théir countries, in order to join the French at Arcot.
The flile of his letters, and ftill more his approach, had deterred
Nazeabulla, as well as the northern Polygars, from giving any affif-
tance to the Englith in recovering the mountain of Tripetti;
although all applied: to Madrafs for affiftance to defend themifelves.
"This confternation was {trong, when the renter was repulfed m the

attack.
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attack of the mountain; and; on the news of his ill fuccefs, 200
of the black horfe, with three companies of Sepoys, were fent from
the army at Conjeveram to Tripaflore, where they would be in
readinefs either to fuccour the renter, Nazeabullah, the Polygars, or
- tomarch on to join Bonjour’s detachment, if returning. But this party
was fearcely arrived at Tripaflore, when the prefidency received intelli-
gence from Enfign Wilcox, that a detachment of Europeans, Sepoys,
and horfe, fent from Arcot to Narrain Sauftry, were marching round
the hills, in order to attack the troops in the town of T'ripetti; which
if they fhould take, the revenues of the approaching feaft in September
would be loft, and the recovery of the pagoda, refifted by French
troops, rendered hereafter much more difficult ; whereas, in the pre-
fent ftate, Narrain Sauftry in pofleflion of the mountain, and the
Englith of the town, neitherat leaft could get any thing, excepting
by a compromlfe. The importance of this obje&, and of the other
concerns in this quarter, determined the prefidency to fend Major
Calliaud, with 200 Europeans and 300 Sepoys. They arrived at
T'ripetti on the 8th of July ; but, as before, the reinforcement of
cpoys furnithed few of the right fort to attack the mountain, - Cal-
Liaud therefore marched with the Europeans, four companies of
Sepoys, and two guns, againft Carcambaddy, the way over hills and
vallies, covered with wood, but inhabited by a people fit only for
fkulking attacks, although of no contemptible caft, being entitled

to the pagoda of Tripetti. They fired continually from the thickets’

and covers, and killed and wounded feveral of the line before they
forced the firft barrier. At the fecond, Major Calliaud with much
difficulty got one of the guns upon a rock, which flanked the barrier,
and the firft difcharge, loaded with grape, killed the Polygar and
{everal of his men, after which the detachment met no farther refif-
tance. They were feven hours gaining their way, and arrived at three
in the afternoon at the Polygar’s town ; which they found abandoned,
burnt it down, and deftroyed the ad;ommg plantations. The next
day they returned to T'ripetti, and Calliaud thinking the enemy in
the mountain would be as much difeouraged, as the renter’s people:
were elated by this fuccefs, fent all the fit men of hlS Sepoys, who,

Tiges> with
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with the renter’s, did not exceed fix hundred, although Narrain
Sauftry had twice as many, to attack the pagoda again ; which the
enemy, after {kirmifhing three hours, abandoned, and all ran away
to take thelter in the hills of Matlaver. Four of the renter’s men
were killed, and 20 wounded. Every thing being thus quicted in
the neiglbourhood, and no farther tidings of the French party
from Arcot, Calliaud fet out on his return on the 18th with all
the troops he had brought, excepting ten Europeans, whom he left

~ with Wilcox.

No party of Europeans had marched from Arcot againft Tripetti,
and the report arofe from the plundering excurfion of fome Sepoys
and horfe in the {kirts of Bomerauze’s country, to fecond a demand
they were making on him of 60,000 rupees. Neverthelefs the
advices were fo intirely credited at Madrafs, that Colonel Brereton,
without waiting to advife with the council, ordered Major Monfon
to move the army from Conjeveram towards Arcot, as nearer to
fuccour whatfoever the enemy might intend to. diftrefs. They -
marched on the sth 3 and on the 7th in the morning appeared be-
fore Covrepauk, with two 18 and two 12 pounders.. This fort is
fmall, but well-built of ftone, and has a wet ditch, which was in
good order. “Colonel Monfon fummened the officer, more according
to form, than his own expe&ation of the anfwer he received, which
was, that, if the garrifon, whites and Dblacks, were permitted to
retire ‘to Arcot, the foldiers with their knapfacks, and the officers
with their effets, the gate fhould be immediately delivered : the ca-
pitulation was tranfacted and concluded in lefs than an hour. This
eafy fuccefs, for the fort was worthy of breach, gave hopes that the
French garrifon of Arcot would not make all the defence they
might ; and as the fituation was equally near to Tripetti, the army:
advanced, and arrived in the city on the gth. The garrifon thewed
good countenance, and their artillery was fo fuperior, that nothing
could be done, until the Englifh army were fupplied with a train -
from Madrafs, before which the greateft part of the French army
might arrive from their different santonments.to the relief of Arcots,
and for this reafon, Major Monfon, before he received the orders of

3 : ~ the

1]



Book XI. THE CARNATIC.

the prefidency, marched back to Conjeveram ; but left 400 Euro-
peans of the Company’s troops in Covrepauk, which fecured the re-
venues of the country between thefe two ftations. : :
Mr. Pococke, waiting for the arrival of the French fquadron, had
continued with his own to windward of Pondicherry, moftly at
Negapatam, where they were plentifully fupplied with cattle by
Captain Jofeph Smith at Tritchinopoly, who caufed them to' be
driven to the fea-coaft, out of the obfervation of the king of Tlanjore.
In the end of June, a Danifh veflel arriving at Tranquebar, reported,
that r2 fail of French thips were in the bay of Trincanomaly in
Ceylon ; on which, the whole {quadron weighed on the goth, and
on the 3d of July came off the mouth of that harbour; where
they neither faw, nor gained any tidings of, the French thips. Mr.

Pococke then cruized off the Fryar’s Hood, the N.E. headland of .

the ifland, which all veflels coming to the coaflt of Coromandel
at this feafon endeavour to make, and, in this ftation, met five of the
expected fhips from England, with the firlt divifion of Coote’s regi-
ment, with which he returned, and anchored on the goth at Nega-
patam ; keeping them in company until the provifions and fores
they had brought for the ufe of his {quadron were taken out. The
prefidency received advices of their arrival on the sth of Auguft, and
notwithftanding the various wants of men at this time for defence
and attack on thore, requefted Mr. Pococke to detain the troops, to
ferve with him in the expe€ed engagement with the French fqua-
dron, Several advices had lately been received, that the Dutch go-
vernment of Batavia, their capital in the Eaft-Indies, were preparing
an armament, which was to fail to the bay of Bengal ; and on the
8th fix fhipsarrived at Negapatam, having left another in the bay
of Trincanomaly. - 'They had on board 500 European foldiers, and
1 500 difciplined Malays, with abundance of military ftores. Various
reports and conjetures were formed of the deftination of this force.
The Dutch themfelves gave out, that it was chiefly intended to re-
inforee their garrifons on the coaft ; and their unavowed emiffaries
reported, that the whole were toaé as auxiliaries to the Englith

againft the French on the Coaft of Coromandel. Mr. Pococke knew
- how
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how much the military force in Bengal had been diminifhed by the
expedition to Mafulipatam, gnd might fuffer by the ufual mortalityof
the climate ; and reafoning from the antipathy of the Dutch govern=
ment te ‘the great {ucecfles and power which the Englifh had lately ac-
quired in Bengal, {ufpeftedthat the armament he faw was principally
intended to reduce their irffluence in that country; and, with the
{pirit of confiderate gallantry, and zeal for the general fuccefs of the
public fervice, which <on all occafions ‘diftinguithed his command,
fent all the troops to Madrafs, recommending, that a part of them
might be immediately forwarded to Bengal. They were all landed
by the 25th, and marched in different parties, as foon as refrefhed, to
the main body at Conjeveram, where Colonel Brereton, having reco-
vered from his‘illnefs, again took the command. |

A few days after the return of Major Calliaud from Tripetti, the
Polygar of Carcambaddy with his own, and a number of the Mat-
faver’s people, began to repair the town ; on which Enfign Wilcox
marched with the 25 Europeans, 300 of the Sepoys, and an iron
three-pounder. They were galled the whole way, and obliged to
force the three barriers in the path; and when they came ‘to the
open {pot of the town, where they expefted no refiftance, met the
moft, by a continual fire from the thickets round. Wilcox never=
thelefs perfifted, and, being aimed at, received at once three mufket-
balls, and was mortally wounded. On which the troops put him
into a dooley, and retreated, likewile bringing off the gun. The
enemy did not follow them earneftly ; fo that the lofs was only three
Europeans killed, and 14 Sepoys wounded.

The French party of Sepoys and black herfe from Arcot, had been
beaten back by Bomerauze’s people, and Jay- at Lallapet, near the
mountains, 10 miles N. w. of Arcet, waiting an opportunity of renew-
ing their incurfion ; but were beaten up there on the 26th, by
three companies of Sepoys, and the troops of the renter of Covrepauk,
fent by Captain Wood, who commanded in the fort. The enemy
fled at the firft fire, leaving 70 mufkets, and 17 horfes, and the Se-
poys remained to guard the neareft pafs leading from Lallapet into

Bomerauze’s country.
Baflaulet
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Baffaulet Jung, with his army, had, in this while, continued his
march from Condavir to the fouth, and, having pafled Ongole, at-
tacked the fort of Pollore, about 30 miles to the north of Nelore
and the river Pennar, which, although out of the country of Damerla-

- Venkytapah-naigue, was of his dependance. This fuccefs encreafed
the fright of all the three polygars, and of Nazeabulla in Nelore 3
and all renewed their 'ipphcat;ous to Madrafs for immediate affi{}-
ance, and the Tripetty renter was fully perfuaded, that Baffaulet Jung
intended to get pofleflion of the pagoda, before the great feaft, which
bc‘-gms in the middle of September, and generally produces 20,000, ;
and it was known, that Baffaulet Jung was in ftri&t correfpondemc
with Pondicherry.

To thefe alarms on the north of the provmce, were added others
in the fouth. The detachment with Fumel which had taken Thia-~
gar had advanced as far as Volcondah, where, after many threats
and mefiages, they had frlghtened the Kellidar out of 60 ,000. rupees;
and, during the negociation, their horfe plundered as far as the
ftreights of Utatoor. It was then reported, that Eurnel intended to
'1dv'mc\, with the w'hole, ‘and take pofleflion. of the ifland of Serin g-
ham, which would give them all the country between Thngar and
Tritchinopoly.  This detachment could not be oppofed in time
from Madrafs;  becaufe the interjacent country was under
the enemy’s garrifons; and whatfoever troops might be fent
from hence, proceeding half way. by fea againft the monfoon, and
then through. the country. of Tanjore, would not enter into action
in lefs than fix weeks, and.then, if fuccefsful, would be. out of the
reach of recall, Tritchinopoly was the neareft ftation to make head
againft them; but the whole garrifon would not,  in the field, have
been eqml to the force Wlth Fumel.

Fortunately, in this concurrence of perplexities,. the diftrefles and
difcontent of the French army had continued as urgent as ever, even
after the expence of the mmptagu was diminifhed by. their retreat
into quarters. In the begi mnmg of Auguft, the whole of L1lly 8 Ig-
giment, excepting the {erjeants and corporals, ‘and 50 of the {ol-
diers, mutimed, and marched out of the fort of Chittapet,. declar-
ing, that they would not return to their colours, until they had

7 received
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received their pay, of which many months was in arrears. Their
officers, by furnithing their own money, and engaging' their honout
for more, brought them back, excepting 30, who difperfed about the
country : but this defection, which the caufe exempted from rigorou‘é
punithment, thook the difcipline of the whole army.

From this view of circumftances, the Preﬁdency of Madrafs re-
folved to leave fomething to chance in the extremities, rather than
diminith the fuperiority, which their force had lately acquired in
the center of the province, by the reinforcements arrived from Eng-
land, and the enemy’s detachment to the fouthward; and determined to
émploy this advantage immediately againft Vandiwath, the moft im-

portant of the enemy’s flations between Madrafs and Pondicherry.

Accordingly 300 Europeans, with two twelve-pounders, and all the
ftores neceflary for the attack, were fent to Chinglapett ; but whilft
on the road, and before the main body had moved from Conjeve-
ram, arrived the Revenge, on the night of the 1oth of September,
with important intelligence from the fquadron.

The Dutch at Negapatam, pretending that their armament from

Batavia required the fervice of all their maffoolah boats, would fpare

none to water the Englith fhips; to procure which, Mr. Pococke

failed on the 2oth with the fquadron for Trinconamalee, where com-

mon boats can ply to the thore. They anchored there on the zoth,

but at the mouth of the harbour; and the Revenge was fent for-
ward to cruize off the Friar’s Hood. On the 2d of September, at
ten in the morning, -fome thips were difcovered to the s. E. Soon
after came down the Revenge, chafed and fired upon by one of the
ftrangers, which denoted them to be the long-expected enemy. The
Englith {quadron weighed immediately, and could not get within

cannon-fhot of them by fun-fet ; but perceived that the number and

{trength of the fhips greatly exceeded the force they had met the
year ‘before.

Mr. D'Aché having left the coaft, as we have feen, on the 3d of
September, arrived, after thirty days fail, at the Ilfle of France,
and found in the port a reinforcement of three men of war, under
the command of Mr, D’ Egmlle, an officer of experience and reputa-

tlon,
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tion. Sevetal.of thie Company’s veflels, but none of force, forehough
had been fent before, were likewife arrived from France.) The crews
of all thefe thips amounted to 5500 men, and all the provifions
which could be colleéted in . the ifles, of even drawn from Mada-
gafcar, with the fupplies fent from Europe, were-infufficient to feed
this multitude, added to the numbers already ini the colony, which
they neatly equalled. | Several councils were held on this diftrefs,
and it was at length determined to fend one of the men of war,
with eight of the Company’s fhips, which would take off’ between
3 and 4000 men, to the Cape of Good Hope, where they were to
purchafe provifions fufficient for the fquadron in the enfuing voyage,
and, in the mean time, the crews would 'be fupported without
breaking in upon the general ftock. Thefe fhips arrived off the Cape
in the beginning of January ; and two of them had the luck to fall
in with and ‘take the Grantham; an Englith Eaft-India thip, dif-
patched from Madrafs in September. | They purchafed, but at a vaft
expence, a great quantity of meat, grain, and wine, and returned to
the Ifle of France in April and May j after which, the ftrength of
four of the Company’s fighting fhips, which had not hitherto
mounted the number of ‘guns they were built for, were armed to
the full foale of their conftrudtion. Thefe alterations, and other
equipmments, retarded ‘the departure of the fquadron until the 17th
of July. They went firft to the ifle of Bourbon, and then to Foul-
point, in the ifland of Madagafcar, to take in fome rice, and other
provifions,  which had been procured there; and on the goth of
Auguft arrived off Batacola, a port in Ceylon, 6o miles to the fouth
of Trinconomaly ; where they received intelligence of the Englith
fquadron, and two days after came in fight of theni off Point Pedras.
The land and fea-winds differing in the fame hours at different dif-
tances from the fhore, the currents likewife various, {quauls, a fog,
and contrary courfes whilft fecking each other when out of fight,
kept them afunder, or out of immediate reach, until the roth of
September, when - they again fell in with one another off Fort St.
David. 'The French, being fartheft out at fea, lay-to in a line of
battle a-head, ‘their Heads to ‘the Eaft. The Englith having the
wind came down a-breatt, dnd at twe in the afternoon were within
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gun-fhot, when each fhip edged to get into their ‘Pcatxons zﬂongﬁdc‘fﬁl
their allotted antagonifts.

The Englith fquadron confi fted of nine fths o&‘ bhe line, attend&!
by a frigate, the Queenfborough, two of the Company’s thips,
and the Prote@or converted to a fire-fhip.  The French were 11 fail
of the line, of which four were of the navy of France, and they had
three frigates under: their lee.  Difference of failing, and difappoint-
ment in working, prevented ‘the Englifh from formmg their line
with as ntuch regularity as the enemy, who were waiting for th&tﬂ
drawn up in orderof battle.

The French line was led by the A&xf of 64, one of the King’s
fhips. She was followed by ‘the Minotaur,’ another of the King's,
of 74, inwhich Mr. D‘Aguﬂle wore the flag of Rear-Admiral, and
by much the fouteft fhip in the fquadron, having in her lower tier
thirty-two-pouniders, which in the French weight is equal to 40
Englith ; then ftood three of the Company’s thips, the Duc d'Ovleans,
of 54, the Saint I.ouis of 56, and the Vengeur of '64.. "Thefe five
formed the van. M. D’Aché, in the Zodiaque, hoifted hisflagin
the center, fupported by the Comte de Provence: of 74: the four
others of the rear-divifion were the Due de Bourgogne of 54, the
lluftre of 64, the Fortunée of the fame rate as the Hluftre, and
the Centaur of 683 of which only the Hluftre was a King’sthip. The
Elizabeth of 64 led the Englifh line, followed by the Newcaftle of
50, the Tyger of 60,and the Grafton: of 68, in which was Rear-Ad-
miral Stevens: thefe four were the van. Mr, Pococke, in the
Yarmouth of 66, was in the center, followed by the Cumberland
now mounting only 58, the Salisbury of 50, the Sunderland of 60,
and the Weymouth of 60 clofed the rear. The total battery of the
French fquadron exceeded the Englith by 174 guns, and confequently
by 87 n ation:

'T'he Gratton was the firft thip up, and whilft prefenting her broad- '
{ide fell a-breaft of the Zodiaque, whom Mr. Pococke, as in the
two engagements of the laft year, intended to referve for himfelf
M. D’Aché immediately threw out the ﬁgjnal of battle, and began
to fire on the Grafton, the firft thot at 135 minutes: after twoj but
‘Mr. Stevens waited for the fignal of his admiral, which did not

1 appear
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appear until five minutes after, when the Yarmouth was very near
and ranged againft the Comte de Provence. The firing then be-
came general through both lines; but the Sunderland, the laft but
one of the Englith line, failing very ill, kept back the Weymouth
behind her. By this mifchance the Salifbury, which was much the
weakeft fhip, being only of so guns, and they only eighteen and
nine-pounders, - ranged, unfupported, againft the Iluftre, and
fuftained likewife the fire of the Fortunée behind, which the Sun-
derland fhould have taken up, at leaft in this ftate of the action :
the confequence was equal to: the difparity, and in 15 minutes the
fall of the Salifbury’s maintopgallant, and then her forefail, obliged
her to quit the linet but by this time, the Sunderland fhooting a-
head, engaged the Illuftre. - The three fhips of the Englith van,
ahead of the Grafton, had luckily fallen foon, and in good order,
into their fations, and in lefs than a quarter of an hour, .the Actif,
which was oppofed to the Elizabeth, took fire, which brought the
crew from the batteries, and the Elizabeth taking advantage of their
confufion plyed her exceflively, and foon drove her out of the line
to extinguifh the firez the Elizabeth flill edging down upon
her, was ftopped by the Minotaur ftarting forward ; which obliged
her to haul her wind again, and this operation thot her beyond the
line of action. 'The Newcattle then took up the Minotaur, although
a 60 to a 743 and the Tiger, -of which the Captain had been
blamed in a former engagement, fupported the Newcaftle, by
taking on herfelf the fire of the two next fhips. The fight between
thefe five continued with the utmoft violence for 70 minutes 3 when
neither the Newcaftle nor Tiger had a fail under command ; on
which Mr. Stevens, who had left the Zodiaque to Mr. Pococke, and
had beaten the Vengeur out of the line, came between, and feeing
the two fhips of the French line next beyond the Vengeur much
crippled, fet forward to engage the Minotaur ; and her broad-fide,
as the was pafling on, drove the St. Louis out of the line. 1In the
rear, the Sunderland, which had taken up'the Illuftre, was Likewife
attacked by her followery the Fortunée; and in ten minutes,
before fhe had fired three rounds, her maintop-fail fell, and hex
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head-braces being likewife thot away, her foretop-fail fwung_- a-bg
which made her fall a-ftern of both her antagonifts. At ten

nutes paft three the Count de Provence, which had ftood the Y"aﬁ‘

mouth, and ‘was afterwards taken up by the Cumberland, hkewjﬁ-, (1
left the line to refit hier rigging, as did the Duke de Bourgogne,
which had divided her fire between the Cumberland and thaSa-
litbury, and received theirs, divided likewife i return. The Weﬁ@- i
mouth, by what accident we don’t find, was I{ept a—ﬁern in the :

rear; but at three o’clock, the Salifbury came again into the eaaga@-\.
ment; and, on the French fide, the Illuftre, feeing the two ﬂmps'

before her gone, clofed up to the Zodiaque. At four, the o;_;_q_;!..'
thips engaged were the Minotaur and Duc d'Orleans againft the
~Grafton, the Zodiaque againft the Yarmouth, the Illuftre againft

T

the Cumberland, and the Fortunée and Centaur: againft the Sa=

litbury and. Sunderland. = The pilot of the Zodiaque feeing, as he "

tilouglnt, the Fortunée and Centaur going off  likewife, put the
helm a-lee without order, and, as Mr. D’Aché was running to

corre€ him, a grape thot carried off the fleth of his thigh, to.the

bone; he fell fenfelefs, amongﬁ four or five who were killed or ftruck
down with' him. ‘The captain of the Zodiaque had been: killed

an hour before; and the officer who  took the command after M.
D’Aché fell, wore the fhip to rejoin the comrades which had al- .
ready lefe the line. 'The Centaur, Illuftre, and Minotaur; thinks

ing fuch was the will of their admiral, wore likewife, and ferfail

to accompany him. The Englifh thips ftill in a&ion endeavoured:to

follow them, but were foon left out of gun-fhot, and all fiing
ceafed at ten minutes after four. - 1

In' this' engagement the rear divifion fuffered much. lefsithan
the van. On board the Weymouth, which clofed the rear, not
‘a man was" cither killed or wounded; 'and in the Sunderland

ahead of her, the whole lofs was only two men killed ;' nevers -

_thelefs the Centaur, ' the laft of the enemy’s rear, fuffered as
much i her mafts and rigging from their fire, as any of the
other fhips of the French line, who were clofer engaged, and

her Captain, Surville the elder, was killed:  The Salifbury had: 16
27k . | killed,
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killed, and 40 wounded; the Cumberland 8, and 323 the Yar- 1750,
mouth 1o, and 2y ; the Grafton 13, and 37 ; the Tiger, which
fuffered the moft of any, 37, and 140; the Mewcaftle 26, and
65. 'The Llizabeth four, and twenty. In all 114 killed, and
369 wounded. In' the Newcaftle, the captain, Michie, an officer
of diftinguithed- gallantry, was killed ; as were Mr. Jackfon, the
firft lieutenant of the Tiger, captain More, who commanded the
marines in the Elizabeth, and the mafter of the Yarmouth. Brere-
ton, captain of the Tiger, Somerfet of the Cumberland, the fe-
cond lieutenant of the Grafton, and the fourth of the Salifbury,
were wounded. None of the Englith fhips, after the engagement,
could fet half their fail ; and the Newecaftle and Tiger were taken.
into tow by the Elizabeth and Weymouth. The lofs of the
French crews was {uppofed to be equal ; but when they went away
together at fun-fet, all, excepting the Centaur, carried their top-fails..

The uncertainty of the number of troops which the French
fquadron might have brought for Pondicherry, determined the pre=:
fidency of Madrafs to fufpend for a while the attack they had re-
{olved to make on Vandiwath ; but to fend a part of their troops to:
Tripaflore to fupport that part of the country againft Baffaulut Jung"
But no arguments could prevail on Major Brereton to defift from
the enterprize, from which he expefted to acquire diftinguifhed:
honour ; and the prefidency, unwilling to check his  ardour, re--
frained from giving him pofitive orders to defift.

Heavy rains had wrendered the roads and rivers impaffable unitil!
the 26th, when the whole army marched from Conjeveram; it hadi
been reinforced with 40 men from Chinglapett, under the command:
of Prefton, and with 100, of 158 releafed: prifancfs, which had arrived’
at this garrifon on the rrth from Pondicherry. The whole force was-
1500 Europeans, 8o Coffres, and 2500 Sepoys, infantry; roo Eu-
ropean, and 7oo black cavalry 5 10field=pieces, and two eighteen-
pounders:: and two. more eighteen pounders wereto join from Ching--

September.

lapett. i _
On the 27th in the morning; the horfe before the line, when-
within three miles-of Trivatere, fell'in with go ofthe French huf-
: {ars,
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1759.  fars, who ftood them, but, overpowered by numbers, were routed,
“—— and eight, with an_ officer, taken prifoners: in the afternoon, the
Sceptembers | son of Trivatore, which confifted only of a captain and 22
men of the Lorrain regiment, furrendered on the firft {ummons
The main body of the enemy had advanced from Vandiwath in
the morning, and were halting at' the village of Parfee, fix miles
on the road, of which Colonel Brereton receiving information,
marched on without ftopping at Trivatore, and encamped near
them ; and at midnight, the enemy moved off, and returned to
Vandiwath ; where, as before they took up their quarters in the
pettahs, and under the walls of the fort, into which the governor
Tuckeafaheb, notwithftanding the ftri¢inefs of his alliance, was very
averfe to admit any of the French troops, exgepting'fome of their
gunners 3 and they to prevent worfe confequences, would not com-
pel him: The Engliflr army continuing their march the next day,
encamped in the evening under the ledge of rocks, which extend
about three miles to the N.w. of the fort. The day after, which
was the 2gth, parties were employed in reconnoitring ; but neither
their obfervations, nor the enquiries of {pies, difcovered the real ftate
of the enemy’s force. _
On the march of Major Monfon to Arcot in the beginning of
Auguft, the French drew the greateft part of their Europeans from
the garrifons of Chittapet, Carangoly, and Outramalore, to their
main body at Vandiwath, from whence the whole had advanced as:
far ‘as Trivatore, when Monfon, finding the attack of Arcot
impracticable, returned to  Conjeveram: on his retreat, they
detached 100 Europeans to reinforce Arcot, and fent back the
troops which they had drawn from the three other garrifons ; which
reduced the European infantry that returned to Vandiwath to 600 ;
but the whole of the European cavalry, who were 300, went with:
them. The fame alarm for Arcot had led Mr. Lally to recall the
detachment’ to the fouthward with Vifcount Fumel, who were
then before Volcondah ; but Fumel, not haviﬁg levied the con-
tribution he expeéted, delayed to obey the orders, and, on Mon-
fon's retreat, was permitted to perfitt, and had time to finith.
During
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During the delay between the firft refolution, and the prefent
motion of the Englith army to attack Vandiwath, the government
of Pondicherry obtained fome uncertain intelligence of the in-
tention, and again reinforced the main body there with 400 men

from the adjacent garrifons.. They likewife again recalled Fumel,

and more than half his detachment were arrived at Pondicherry,
from -whence they were at this time advancing towards Vandiwafh,
and, as it was reported, under the command of Mr. Bufly. Major
Brereton received intelligence of the approach of this party, but no
information that the troops from the other garrifons were arrived at
Vandiwafh ; and thus computing the whole number affembled there,
including the cavalry, inftead of 1300, to be only goo Europeans, to
which his own force was nearly double, thought no time fhould be loft
before the arrival of the detachment they expected from Pondicherry,
and determined to attack them in their quarters on the night of the
29th, which was the next after that of his arrival before Vandiwath.

There were three pettahs under the fort, lying to the w., the s.,
and the ®.3 the w. at 150, the s. at 220, and the 5. at the diftance

of 170 yards. The fouth pettah ‘contained the houfes of the ‘more

opulent inhabitants, and was inclofed on'the =.s. and w. by a
mud rampart, which on'the s. fide had circular projeétions to ferve as'
baftions ; but the northfide next the efplanade was left open, that the
guns of the fort might preferve their command on the ftreets and
houfes. The pettah to the eaft commenced oppefite to the . E. angle,
and extending 650 yards, covered the-eaft fide of the fort, of the ef-
planade, and of the pettah to the fouth. The weftern pettah ex-
tended only along the breadth of the efplanade to the f{outh ; it had'
for fome time been abandoned, ‘and’was in ruins, and ‘moft of the:
natives, on theapproach of the Englifh army, had quitted their ha-
bitations in the other two. ‘The Firench cavalry lay in the eaftern
pettah. Their infantry were under fheds and’ tents in the cavered
way and on the efplanade to the fouth, and they kept guards on’

the ramparts of the fouth pettah ; but none as they ought, in the: -

ruined pettah to. the weft. | _
A thoufand:
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‘A thoufand Eurepeans, including a Compd-ng{-of—,{So ch&’rg__es,'mﬁjﬁ'-;:;
fix hundred Sepoys, were allotted to ferve in the attack ; they were
divided into three divifions ; the firlt led by Major Mondon, was to 'l
affault the fouth face of the fouth pettah, and haying entered, wereto
advance throy gh the ftreets to the efplanade,where the main body of the '
French trogps were Iying ; who at the fame time were to be attacked
on the right by the fecond divifion, advancing out of the pbttah,--ﬁ
the weft : this divifion was commanded by Major Robert Gordon.
The -tl_;lif_d Major Brereton commanded himfelf, as the referve féf I
occafions, and they toek poft under a ridge_:. which runs parallel to .
the weft face of the fouth pettah, but farther back on the plain than
the pettah allotted to Gordon’s _diy_i__ﬁ'on._ The European and black A
horfe were to halt a mile in the réar of Brereton’s. ‘The reff of '
the troops were left to guard the camp. Monfon’s divifion confifted i
of 360 Europeans, of whom 200 were grenadiers, all that'were in the
army, and they had one company of Sepoys as attendants: Gordon's
were 200 Europeans, and 8o Coffrees : Brereton’s 360 Europeans
and. 500 Sepoys. Bach of the three divifions had two excellent brafs,

fix-pounders. ' . it

The pettah to the South ‘has three principal fireets, which in=
terfed it intirely from north to fouth, and feveral others in the
fame direction, of fhorter extent 5 nor are any of the crofs-fireets
from eaft to weft regularly. pervious from one wall to the other,
and fome of them are only fhort communications between the
ftreets in the other direftion : fo that many  dodging advantages
might be taken by knowledge of their different bearings and inter-
fections. At two in the morning, the head of Monfon’s divifion
approached towards the gateway on the fouth face of the pettah, and:
were challengcd and declared by two or three Sepoysg-ea‘élyﬁn_ced on
the plain to look out ; on which the guards on the ramparts began
to fire. 'The gateway was in a return of. the rampart from the left,
and the road to it lay under the reft of the rampart to the right, fo
that the two field-picces which were advaneing at the head of the
line could not batter the gate at lefs than 150 yards, without
being immediately under the fire of this part of the rampart, which

X with
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with the uncertainty and delay of their effet in the dark, detéds-
mined Colonel Monfon to tiy thewall at once. It had neither ditch
nor pallifade before it; vand the firft grenadiers lighted upon a part,

which, for ‘want of fepair, permitted them to feramble up, and-

being followed: by more, they drove the enemy before them, opefied
the gate, and let in.the main bedy of the divifion.  The .gateientered
upon the principal ftrect of the three which. leads through the pettah
to the efplanade 3 and the other two are: about 0 yards on each
hand. = The:troops, as they came ;. firft ranged along the ground
between the wall and the h‘ﬂaitqtiohé, which was broad; and then
formed into three: columms; one in each of the fireets ; but the two
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field-pieces moved at the }mad of the centér column. ' ‘Al the three

advanced very delibératel, keﬁpmg as nearly as: poflible on the fame
parallel, the two outer colamns fending finall parties into the ‘crofs
{treets on their outward flanks to difludge the enemy from whatfoever
pofts their fire came, which, although not ftrong from any, was
frequent and from feveral'; but the greatdt annoydnce was: from
two ficld=pieces at the edge of the efplanade, firing down the center
{treet. However, they were at length filenced by the two field-pieces,
with the cénter column. Firing had been heard on the ground al-
lotted to Gordéon’s divifion, but foon ceafed. In an hour and a half
the three columns arrived at the openings on the efplanade, - where
to their furprize they met no farther refiftance; and difappointed
of the affiftance they expe@ed from 'Gordon’s divifion, it was re-
folved to wait for day-light, and in the mean time to throw up a
barricade at the head of ‘the center-ftreet, which for want of proper
tools was very wnfufficiently petformed. “T'heir Iofs litherto was not
ten killed and wounded. i

A 1ky rocket twas the fignal for Gordon’s divifion to advance from
the weftern pettali, ‘and it swas fired as {oon as Monfon's had entered
the fouthern. 'The troops' of Gordon's had, for fear of difcovery,
kept on the fide of the pettah farcheft from the efplanade; but Pref
ton and two or three more officers had examined the ftreets, which
were very nartow, and beyond on the efplanade, where they found

Vour. IL Xxx - the
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1759:- the ground rugged, and interrupted with ﬂoughs and ﬁandlﬂgm@; i
“—— But Gordon net having acqulred any diftinét adeas from their re m \

Senmer boggled, and was confufed in the orders he gave. At length it wﬁg
underftood, that the troops, as foon as they had pafied through I:i]e |}'
pettah were to form on the efplanade in divifions, which would bo ,|
5 in front.. The fele& picquet of 40 picked men, commanded bi
Lieutenant Dela Douefpe, who were to lead the attack, werﬁﬁion
through, and formed, and advmcmg - Gordon himfelf was to.
march at the head of  the main body; but he was not to be
found when it was ranging on the efplanade ; and Prefton, hisfecond,
not knowing, the motives of his abfence, would not venture to take

~ his ‘poft; and thus the whole were ftopped, waiting his return. The
-picquet marched with: recovered arms, and without dropping a fhot;i
until they came to the angle of the fouthern: pettah where the'
rampart had a thoulder,.on which were mounted two pieces of cannon;.
which' by the diretion of the ftreets:could not. be turned to-any: fers
vice inthe fight behind them ; and it fhould feem that the enemy
had difcovered the fituation and intention of Gordon’s attack, for a
confiderable body of infantry were waiting at.the angle, fome on the
rampart; ‘and ethers at the edge of the houfes below ; who, as foon
as the picquet were within a- few yards, fuddenly threw a:number
of blue lights, which difcovered them intirely, and were inftantly
followed by a ftrong running- fire of mufketry, and the dlfcharge of
the two pieces of cannon; but the whole of the execution was
from the mufketry; for as the picquet was almoft under the rampart,
the cannon could not point low enough, and fired over their heads:
Douefpe returned the fire with difparity of fituation, and greater of
numbers, but would not retreat without orders, and was not with=
out hopes of being immediately joined by the main body of the di-
vifion, efpecially as the two pieces which accompanied it, began to
anfwer the two guns on the rampart. But his expeétations. of farther
{fupport were vain. The thot of the two guns from the rampart fell near
the main body whilft forming, and fome mufketry fired upon them
from the covered way of the fort, on which the 8o coffrees all ran

7 back
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back into the pettah, and through it, quite away, and the Euro-
peans not led on, and having nothing effeCtual to fire upon, foon
broke and went off likewife, leaving the picquet, and the field-
pieces ftill engaged. But Prefton, for Gordon was not yet to be found,
knowing the determination of the picquet to perfevere, ran fingly to
them, and brought'them back' to the pettah, where they joined the
officers deferted by all the reft of the troops : but ‘the artillery-
men, animated by the well-known refolution of their commandant
Captain Robert Barker, ftill ftood by him and their guns. The fugitives
not all equally frightened, made their way to the referved divifion
with Brereton, who on the firft notice, ran unaccompanied to the
pettah from whence they were coming, and in the ftrong impulfe
of indignation, ran the firt man he met through the body :
unfortunately he was one of the braveft in the army; fo that
this example carried little ' influence, and léft none to exhorta-
tion, and very few obeyed his call ; with whom he went as far as
the two guns, which Barker was ftill firing, and by this counte-
nance had deterred the enemy from making a pufh, which would
cafily have taken them; but Brereton, fenfible of the rifk to which
they were expofed, ordered him to draw them off into the pettal,
from whence they joined the referve at the ridge. Thus all were
gone before the firing ceafed in the fouthern pettah, ‘where Gordon
with four or five of the fugitives foon after appeared, coming in
at the gate to the fouth, where Monfon’s divifion hadentered.

The day broke, and the enemy’s fire recommenced and encreafed
with the light. The gunners, whom the Kellidar had. admitted
into the fort, plied the cannon on the towers oppofite to the
three fireets, to the head of which Monfon’s divifion had ad-
vanced ; and with the field-pieces on the efplanade, their fire was
from 14 guns all within point blank, from the fort at 300, from
the field-picces at 100 yards.  The return was from  the two
field-pieces at the head of the center-firect, and from platoons of

roufketry' it the other two. The difparity was fevere, and could

not be long maintained. ~ The officers ordered the men not ‘employ-
X% xlia Ly DMy
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ed; to take fhelter under the fheds projefting before the walls of thz
houfes in the enfiladed ftreets ; the fheds, as in the other towns.
Coromandel, were feparated from cach other by partitions of bnckaw
mud : fome withdrew into the crofs fireets immediately behmﬂi’
Neverthelefs, all who appeared were.fo exceflively galled, that it was
neceflary to retreat; but from the continual hope of fuppart from
the two divifions without, Major Monfon, wifhed not to quit the
conteft until the laft extremity. In the middle of the Pﬁtfah 2y
a continuation of fireets leading quite acrofs it, although not in a
ftreight line, from the eaft to the weft fide, whete the laft ends upon
the area of a pagoda, in which a party Had been pofted, and the wound-
edwerefheltered andferved. The columnswereordered toretireintothis
line of the crofs-ftreets, where all, according to the breadth of the main
ftreets, might fire down them, and immediately difappear, untilloaded
and ready to fire again. This moyement ftaggered the enemy, for they
could do no more, if they continued on the efplanade at the other
extremity of the ftreets 5 and if they advanced alohg them, would be
expofed in deep columns. Neverthelefs, confident in their numbe:si:
and prefling to decide before the Englifh troops. thould be reinforced
from without, they began and maintained this fight with great
{piritand a&ivity, until they were convincediit could not fucceed ; on
which they fent off their rears, which brought two of their ﬁe.ld-
pieces from the efplanade, and with them marched along a ftreetad-
joining to the weftern wall of the pettah,which led them to the pagoda
towards this end of the crofs-ftreets : which the guard immediately
abandoned, leaving fome of the wounded in the pagoda; having fe-
cured this ftation, the party advanced the field-pieces along the line
of the crofs ftreets, firing and taking in flank the whole of Monfon’s.
divifion, againft which the attack in front likewife continued, and with
encreafing vivacity : and in a very little while the remaining field-piece’
of the divifion was difabled : on which. the men began to lofe courage,
and Monfon confulting his fecond, Major Calhaud they refolved ta
retreat and take poft againit the foutheru wall of the pettah. The
grenadiers of one of the Company’s battalions were to halt near'the
1 gateway,.
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gateway, but feemg it open, marched out into the plain, quickening
their pace at every ftep. Major Calliaud, who was near, inftead of
calling after them, followed, and running beyond, ftopped fuddenly
before them, and cried, ‘¢ Halt.” The inftin& of difcipline pre-
valled "They obeyed, and formmg as he ordered, faced, and, luckily
for themfelves, followed him into the pettah. Ma_]or Monfon met

him at the gate, and, in the midft of much vexation, thanked him

with much cordiality ; but faid, that the whole body, flill clofely
prefled by the enemy, were faultermg too faft to be trufted any
longer ;. and that it was better to lead them off in order, than rifque
their going oﬁ in confufion of their own accord. The exhortations
of their commanders euc_ourgge_d them to keep thel_r ranks ; the Se-
poys marched in front, helping to carry off the wounded, and fif
teen. prifoners, The enemy, by undccountable overfight, did not
follow them into the plain ; but were contented with firing from the
wall : about half a mile from w}nch the line halted in a grove, and

in a little while perceived Major Brereton’s and Gordon’s divifions, .

with the European and black horfe, the Sepoys, and two  field-
pieces, advancing round to. _]om them; at the fame time, they faw

the whole body, of the enemy’s Europﬁau cavalry, 300 riders, ap--

proaching from the eaftern pettah, where they had remained in ex-
pe&ation of an opportunity of cutting off their retreat, which, from

want of alertnefs, they loft, and c_ou_l.d not. venture to attack after~

Brereton appeared. The whole returned to the bank, where Brere-

ton’s divifion had taken poft, and in the afternoon from thence to
the camp, -without moleftation or alarm. The lofs, on the imme--

diate review, appeared to be 12 officers, and 195 rank and file,

killed, wounded, and taken prifoners. The Lieutenants Minns and

Latour were the only officers ; but, it was {fuppofed, that 7o rank

and file were killed ; and that of this number; 5o fell in the pettah. .

The eagemefs of performing fome dlﬁ'lnguﬂhcd {ervice before Colonel
Coote thould arrive, and {uperfede him in the command of the army,

urged Colonel Brereton. to, make  this attack, which was «much.:
more hardy than judicious, even .if the enemy had:not been re-
mforced. .
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inforced. + However, ‘the great gallantry and the inferior numhem
of the body which fuftained the greateft part of the lofs, . rathef
encreafed than diminifhed the confidence of the army. ‘The énemy
{uffered as much, having 200 killed and wounded. Mainville, whu :
commanded againft Lawrence at Trltchmopoly, Ju& before thc tmce
in 14754, and two Captains, were killed, 1101

The two fquadrons anchored on the 11th, the day after they had en-
gaged each other; the Englifh in the road of Negapatam, the French 4.
leagues farther to the fouth, who being ‘much lefs difabled, were
ready to fail again onthes 3th; and two days after, anchored 1n the roa& ,
of Pondlcheny The' fhips immediately landed whatfoever fupplms '
they had brought for the fervice of the colony ; the treafure amount-
ed only to 16000 pounds in dollars, and the diamonds taken in the
Grantham, were worth 17000 pounds. ‘The troops were only 189.
men. Mr. D'Aché would not go athore, and fignified his inten-
tion of failing immediately for the iflands. The feafon, althouglfl |
advanced, was not yet dangerous, nor were his thips more hurt than
the Englifh ; butthis refolution rofe from intelligence of the four’ 1
men of war, which were coming with Rear-Admiral Cornith to Jom \
M. Pococke, and who might arrive every day. Accordingly, earfy
in the morning of the 1gth, Mr. D’Aché made the fignal for Weigh...
ing, and all the fhips loofed their top-fails,

The fupplies they had brought were fo much lefs than the Wants
and hopes of the colony, that difappointment appeared in every
face; but the fight of the fhips getting under fail, in 24 hours after
their arrival, {pread univerfal confternation, and excited the utmoft
indignation. = All the military officers, the prmcxpal inhabitants, and
even the clergy, aflembled at the governor’s, and immediately
formed themfelves into a national eouncil 3 which unanimoufly dc—-'
creed, that the precipitate departure of the fquadron muft produce
the moft detrimental confequences to the interefts of the ftate, as
holding out to all the powers of the country an opprobnous ac-
knowledgement that-they had been entirely defeated in the laft en=
gagement, and could not ftand another; and that they utterly de-

fpaired
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{paired of every thing on fhore. In confequence of this deliberation,
a proteft was immediately drawn, declaring Mr. D’Aché re_fponﬁb’le'_

for the lofs of the' colony, fuch were the words, and refolving  to-

complain to the King and  miniftry, and demand public juftice of
his condué.. The thip Duc d’Orleans 'was by fome accident  de-
tained in the road, ‘after the others were under fail, and the com-
mander was charged to deliver the proteft to Mr. D’Aché, and a
copy to every commandér in' the fquadron, which were twelve
leagues out at fea when the Duc d’Orleans joined them. Mr.
D’Aché immediately held ‘a general council of his captains, and
on the 22d anchored again in the road of Pondicherry ; and cams
athore' to confult with Mr. Lally and the government. On the 25th,
i the morning, the Englith {quadron, coming from Negapatam,
appeared: ftanding in line of battle into the road, but driving by the
current to the northward. Al the French fhips weighed, but
hawled the wind clofe, which being at w.s. w. kept them at their
firft diftance from' the Englifh, which they had it in their power to
bear down upoen; and engage: Mr. Pococke, unable to get up to
them, kept his line of battle until the evening, when he continued

his courfe, and anchored on the 27th at Madrafs. Mr. D’Aché @ill

infifted on returning as foon as poffible to the iffands ;. and. the go-
vernment of Pondicherry unwillingly comipromifed for his depar-
ture, on-condition that he fhould leave all the Coffrees {erving in the
{quadron, which were 400, and 500 Europeans, either failors or
marines ;: who were accordingly landed, and he failed away on the
30th of September. Mr: Lally, with his ufual {pleen,. called the Eu-
ropeans the feum of the fea; and, indeed, moft of them for a while
could be fit'for little more than to do duty in the town, whilft the
regular troops kept the field.. -

The animofity of M. Lally to.Mr. Buffy had'continued, without
remiffion : he even employed his emiffaries to perfuade Mr. Bufly to
make hin a prefent of money, as a certain means of reconciliation ;.
wtending to ufe the proffer as a confeflion of Mr. Buffy’s delin-
quency, of which he was every where feeking proofs. Meanne{'&;

- ang

525

9 759-
Gty
Oétaber,



Tue War or COROMANDELL, Bock XI,
and ambition ere never more firiély vnited than in this defign,
Mr. Bufly, hwﬂlg temitted his fortuneto Europesroffered his credity
if employed in community with the governtnent ‘of Pohdicherry
and Mr. Lally’s, to raife money for ‘the public fervice’; but 1 eated
the hints of the other propofal, as the defpérate zeal of his adherert s
unwarranted by himfelf. They faw one another but feldom, but
were obliged ‘to correfpond on public affairs. ' The letters of Mﬁf-
Lally were replete with fufpicion, jealoufy; infinuation, artifice, ine
{folence, farcafm, and wits M. Bufly’s, with fqgamty, cautiony d i
ference, argument, pmfound krowlege, the julteft views of | aﬁ'@ﬁ,f '
and the wifeft means to promote their fuccefs : and Mr. Lally him-
{elf, whilft he pretended to fidicule, refpeted the extent of his
talents.  'Their diflention was in this ftate, when the arrival of af
frigate from France on the 20th of Auguft brought orders from thﬁ :
king -and miniftry, recalling all the intermediate officers, who h '
been fent with. commiffions fuperior to Mr. Buffy’s, and appointi
him fecond in the command, and to fucceed to it after Mr. L
This diftin&ion produced a more civil intercourfe, and Mr. Laily;
with feeming complacence, afked the afliftance of his counfels. The
firft he gave was the moft obnoxious he could. Rajahfaheb, the
unfortunatz but infignificant fon of Chundahfaheb, had lately found
means to perfuade Mr. Lally to appoint him Nabob of ‘the Car-
natic ; and the ceremony had been performed witlr oftentation, in the

' month of July, both at Avcot and Pondicherry. This promotion,

without the participation of Salabadjing, the Subah of the Decan,
was a public renunciation of his alliance, and might be improved by
Nizamally to confirm himin the interefts of the Englith. The approach
of Baffaulut Jung on the northern confines of the Carnatic appeared
to Mr. Bufly a refource, not only to re-eftablith the former union
with Salabadjing, but likewife to ftrengthen the immediate opera-
tions of the French army, by offering Baflaulut Jung the government
of the Carnatic and its dependencu,s under the fan&ion of Salabad-
jing, on condition that he would join them with his troops. Mt
Lally at firft revolted againft the idea: and his averfion to it was

imputed
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-.imputed not mote to h,ls jealoufy of the maportauce which Ms.
.Bufly would regain, by his influence with a, prince long accuftomed
 to refpeét his charater, than to his own lobligations to Rajahfaheb,
who it was faid had purchafed his appointment. However, Mr. Lally
‘had confented, that Mr. Bufly fhould march with a detachment
Yo join Baffaulut Jung, and conclude the negotiation, when the
French fquadron failed away from Pondicherry, where news
arrived the fame day of ithe a&ion at Vandiwath, which Mr,
Lally, as a complete vitory, fired a hundred guns round the
ramparts of Pondicherry, and wrote magnificent accounts of the

{uccefs to every man of confequence within or near the province.

. Mr. Bufly arrived at Vandiwath on the sth of O&ober. ‘The
Englith army had left their encampment in fight of this place the
day before ; they halted two days at Trivatore, during which heavy
rains and the bad quality of the only water they had to drink brought
ficknefs upon the camp, which caufed Major Brereton to quit this
poft, and repair to Conjeveram, where they arrived on the 7th.
On the fame day, Mr. Bufly marched from Vandiwath with all the
troops encamped there, reinforced from other parts to 1500 European
foot and 300 horfe, befides the black horfe : he expeéted the Englith
might wait, and give battle, but they were gone ; and the garrifon
left in Trivatore, which was only ten Europeans, and a company of
Sepoys, furrendered to him at difcretion. Draughting 150 of the
European horfe, and 400 foot, to accompany him to Baffaulut Jung,
he fent back the reft of the army to Vandiwath, and arrived at Arcot
on the roth ; where he was detained feveral days, by the rains of
the mon{oon.

Baflaulut Jung advancing from Polore gave out that he would attack
Nelore; but when he came near the Pennar quitted the fouthern
road, and, turning to the weft, encamped on the 1oth of September
on the plains of Sangam, a town with {everal pagodas on the bank
of the river, 16 miles from Nelore. Here he fummoned Nazeabulla
and the three greater Polygars to come and pay their obeiflance to
him in perfon. Nazeabulla contrived to make him believe magnified
- Vour. IL. ; Yyy ; reports
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-reports of the force of his'garrifon, and of  tréops ‘coming €0 m;ﬁ.

force it from Madrafs, which brought on a civil intercourfe of let

_betseen them 3 but the Polygars' he defpifed, and refolyed: not\#; _
dpare.” They, however, fearing to offend the Englifh government,

endeavoured-to’ evade the vifit by! various excufes; on which he iﬁ

- his ‘horfe over the river to forflge o the arable lands for themfelves;
-and to feize cattle and grain for' the reft of the army. /"This detsi-
_thént not prevailing; he pafled the river with his whole force, land

on the rft of O&ober encamped at Sydaporam, a confiderable: t0wa£,

~where the hills of Bangar Yatcham' begin on this fide, and'fituated

within ten miles of V’enkltaghm ri, the place of his refidence, and

26 from Kalaftri, which is the principal town of Dametla Venkz- ¢

tappah.: Here he waited, not a little diftrefled for money, and ex-

pe@ing the arrival of Mr. Bufly, who, on' the 18th, had made his
firft day’s march from Arcot, when he was {topped thort by extrd-

ordinary 111tclhgence from Vandiwath.
More than a yeat’s pay was!due to the whole army = “what moﬁf&

-1

hitd been fupplied to ‘them’ lately was in lieu of their provifions,

when not- furnithed regulacly. "The foldiers' believed, that much
more than came had been brought by the fquadron, and, what was
worfe, that their general had amaffed and fecreted great wealth,
Their intrepidity at tiie: aftion of Vandiwafh  had increafed the

dndignation of their diftreffes. .« They complained continually and

openly;: nor 'did the officers chufe to: punifh them on this fcore ; “be-
caufe the plea of their difcontent was true.  On others they wifhed
to preferve the ufual difcipline. On the 16th fome foldiers of Lorram
were punifhed ; fome for negleé of duty, but others for flovenlinefs;
which ‘they could fiot avoid: Tlefs than an hour afteL this chaffife-
ment, the drums of Lorrain, ‘compelled by 40 ot 50 of the {oldzersr,
who had concerted, beat the general ; and m an inflant every man
of the: wglment was under ‘arms ; and ix a few minutes' all con.
curred-in the fame refolution : refufing to admit. the cﬁrﬂiﬁﬁhdned.'—
efficers, and every {erjeant; cxceptmg two, they marched in onibr‘o*ul :
of the jadngs) towards the mount'un where the Englifh aimy had
L latelw
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lately encamped,. The officers of Lally’s and the battalion of India,,
hearing the deums of Lorrqm, ‘beat the general likewife, and tu mc'{rt
out the lie, thinking the camp was. going to be attacked by the
Englith; and fome of the officers who had perfifted in accompanying
the men of I_'____}‘drmiﬁ,_'preyailc.d_ on them to ftop; but could _n'olt_,'to_
return, before they ,kijf':w:thg intentions of Lally’s and India, of whom
they had fome ,I'(ripubt', w_Iiethc; Iiot'grgparing_ to furround and attack
them. ' For this purpofe they detached a picket to confer with them,
of whom the fpokefman was the boldeft of the mutiny, and, inftead

of propofing a?n}}"‘ conditions for Lorrain, exhorted all he harangued to
f_c')llow_thj,t_:ii" example, and redrefs their common wrongs, unlefs the
whole army _.';_mrned_i'z{t__ély received the full arrears of their pay. His

words ran like fire: all, animated with the fame {pirit, cried out, ma rch.,
The expoftulations of tl}eir officers were vain, they were ordered to
retire. Parties and detachments were commanded, which brought
up the field-artillery, the tumbrils, oxen, tents, and baggage, and
even oblig{:_d"‘the buzar and market, which confifted of 2000 per-
fons, and 2 multitude of animals, to move with them, and to,which
they appointed the ufual guard. They fent likewife to demand the
colours 3 but, feeing the officers determined to die rather than de-
liver them, defifted. As foon as every thing was gathered, the
whole line, with feventeen pieces of cannon, marched away. As
foon as they arrived at the mountain, they with one voice eledted
~ La Joye, the ferjeant-major of the grenadiers of ILorrain, their
commander in chief; and he immediately nominated another fer-
: jéa:glt; his ;i;ajorfger;eral, and appointed the beft of the rank and
file to command the different companies, with the ufual titles
of commifﬁﬁnedj fgfﬁ_cérs.. _'__'O'r_dérs"v_l{reifé then '}éi'cparegl, and read
at the head of the men, exadting every article of the fervice. The
(':amp' was pitched, ;c;ﬁ}t}i]k;_$, 4 Pi¢k¢£5? j zidx_‘iqff_é;::_d ‘guards, rounds, calls,
with every detail of, duty and difcipline, ftrictly obferved. They did
not like, but did not refufe, the vifit of feveral of their officers ;
but forbade every interference. that feemed authority. On hints
whether they intended to go over to the Englifh, they pointed to
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their cannon, which were ranged in front of the camp, fac:ng the
north, from whence alone the appearance of the Englith army.
could be expe&ed The night paffed without riot or confufion,

In the mean time, exprefles were fent to Pondicherry, where the
whole council immediately aflembled at Mr. Lally’s, who accufcd
them all, as the infligators of the revolt ; but produced 10,000 pa-
godas out of his cheft, and fent them by the Vifcount Fumel, with
the promife of a general pardon to the troops. ‘The council likewife
gave affurances, that the whole arrears fhould be difcharged in a
month, and fent their plate to the muint, as an earneft, which
example was followed by many of the inhabitants. Fumel arnved‘
early in the morning of the 2oth at the camp of the troops, who.
had moved fix miles farther on to the weftward, towards Arni : He
was permitted to confer with their chiefs, whom he harangued on
the obvious topics of defertion, difhonour, and the deftruétion of all
the French interefts in India, and thought them fufficiently relented,
to appeal to the whole 3 who, "according to his requeft, aﬂembled.
round him on the plain, to the number of zooo men. He gavc
hints of the money and pardon ; and his reprefentations had  well-
nigh converted them, when 70 or 80, who were the defperate mu-
tineers, and had kept away from the affembly, rufhed in with there
bayonets fixed, and faid, that nothing could be determined without
their confent, which thould never be given to a reconciliation before
they had received every farthing of their arrears. Fumel, thinking
neither their number or violence fufficient to revoke the impreffion:
he had made, broke up the aﬁ'embly, fignifying, that he fhould re-
turn to Vandiwafh, and wait there three hours for their determi-
nation, before he returned to Pondicherry. Within the time the
anfwer came ; the ferjeant La Joye was a fenfible man, and difap-
proving, although he commanded the revolt, prevailed on them to.
be content with receiving fix months pay immediately, the reft in a
month, and a general amnefty, figned by Mr. Lally, and all the
members of the council of Pondlcherry Accounts were imme-
diately begun ; and, whillt waiting for them and the return of mef-

fengers



Book XI. THE CAR.NA'T'IC.

{engers from Pondichegry, ‘the troops continved abroad with the
{ame regularity as before, under his command. - The pardon arrived,
and the money was paid on the 21t in the morning, and the whole
body, excepting 30 who had deferted, marched back under the com-
mand of their former officers to Vandiwath, where before evening
the whole camp was enlwencd w1th dances ‘and jollity, as if after
fome fignal fuccefs.

Mr. Bufly, on the firft mtclhgent:e of the revolt, refolved to pro-
ceed no farther, until he faw the event. ‘The difcontent caught the
troops he had taken with him, and he was obliged to appeafe them
by a month’s pay, and then to wait, until the money to make up
the fix months, as'to the reft of the army, was remitted from Van-
diwafh ; and before he refumed his march, feveral incidents had
happened, which neceflitated him to change the flate of his detach-
ment, and the rout he intended to take.

As foon as the Englifh army, returning from their unfuccefsf'ul
attempt at Vandiwath, arrived at Conjeveram, 200 Europeans, with
two field-pieces, 200 black horfe, ‘and 500 Sepoys, were detached
under the command of Captain More, towards the encampment
of Baffaulut Jung at Sidaporum ; they  were to be joined in ‘the
way by the fix companies of Sepoys at Tripetti, by 1000 be-

Iénging to Nazeabullah at Nelore, and by the Europeans in both -

thefe places, who were about 70. This force was intended to
follow and harrafs Baffaulut Jung’s army, if they fhould march
round to meet and join Mr. Buily ; but it was the 15th of O&ober
before they reached Kalaftri, where the troops from Tripetti atrived

the fame day, but thofe from Nelore had not yet advanced.. The

two Polygars, Bangar Yatcham and Damerla Venkatypettah, terri-

fied by the cavalry of Baffaulut Jung at their borders, and doubtful -

of the diftant proteftion of the Englith troops, temporized, and ac-
cording to his fummons went to his camp, accompanied by Sampe-
trow. This man, who has been formerly mentioned, came tato the
province with the Nabob Anwarodean Khan, and had ferved ‘as his
Duan, or prime-minifter, until hisdeath'; afterwh:ch he was fome-

times confulted and employed, butnever trufted, by Mahomedally, and .

had
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had a fittle before thefiege of Madrafs, getized, WLt;h hispvealth, Wht(::_!;}
was confiderable, to- Kalaftti.. . His ¢ifguft to the prefent Nabob had,

Yy 3

attached him to Maphuze-Khan, who ftill _cpgitinu‘ed’ helplefs  and

difcoutented; endeavouring, tokeep up the, difturbances iv;"l}_ic_h he. ha
created in the Tinivelly jcoutries. (1An officer deputed by theqé{ .
both. went toBaffaulut, Jung, as foon a8, it jwvas known that he ad.
{eparated from his brothers, Salabadjing and Nizamally ; and it is
faid, feconded the advice of the French in his) fervice, toenter the
Carnatic, ‘but with very different, views ; for, Sampetrow, who ma-
paged the, intiigue, intended that Baflhulut Jung thould prqq}@
himfelf Nabob, and appoint hith his: Duan; forefeeing, that the

concerns of! his countries nearer 'the, Kriftna would foon call 'hilfni ]

away ; when he intended that Baflaulut Jung thould nominate. Map;
phuze Khan his deputy, in. the Carnatic, and Sampetrow continuing
Duan, would, by his afcendance over Maphuze Khan, .gathc;_',tl}g
whole, power of 'the government into. his own hands.;, When it was
objeGted what engagements were to be taken or kept with the Fre;ggh!;
Sampetrow faid, None,-if pofiible, with either them or the Engl;ﬂé';,
but, if neceffitated to chufe, Maphuze Khan was at leaft equally free
from predilection to either. . As a fpecimen of his own abilities for
the fituation to which heafpired, ;he perfuaded, the two Polygarstq
make each of them a prefent of 40,000 rupees in ready n1011¢y,'_;;"'“':_"
added the fame fum of his own. This afliftance {Vas very u‘i‘ad;*
wanted, and gaverecommendation, to his counfel, of which rhe Ws
expedking the.effedt, when an officer of the firft diftinction in Sala-
badjing’s. court, and the confident of Nizamally, arrived in the
camp, with offers of friendfhip, reconciliation, and grants, to drﬁ- :
fuade Baflfaulut Jung from entering into any alliance with ﬂ}e :
French againft the Englith. Nizamally: forefaw, that theﬁaﬁra?@
of his brother, as the fon of Nizamalmuluck, with the force he ¢o -
manded, and his refources, if ading in. conjunction with the French
in the Carnatic, might turn the fortune of; the war in their favbgr H
and, in their fucce(s, he faw and dreaded, with abomination, the
reftoration,of Mr. Bufy to the councils of Salabadjing, as the r"ﬁ

A

of hisewn ambition; : Baffaulut Jm}g-' iﬂél'{i}éa to the, advice of Sﬁ'fﬂ;'
; LT . ! f T ey " revidla i - FERRERE gl T
: petrow,
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petrow, and Would probably have. advariced 'into” the plains of ‘the
Carnatic, with equal profeflions to ithe Frerich ‘and Enghfh if the
Englifh troops had net arrived a5’ th@y ‘did ‘ae Kalafti! " Their ap-
pearance difconcerted him the more, 'becaufe' the comm'mder of the
‘French troops in his ‘army; and the agent deputed to him ' from
Pondicherry, had, with as much “corifidénce as 1mprudence, aﬁured
him, before he crofied the Pennar, ‘that Mr. Buﬁy would joint' him
at Sydaporum on' the 1t of Ocober. "It ‘was ‘now " thie ‘roth, and
Baffaulue’Jung, {o long! d}fappomted Would " not'/at length believe
that Mr. Bufly had evenleft Pondicherry ; when' reports arrived of
the revolt at Vandiwafh'; on which, He béat 'his' great drum, re-
- croffed the Pennar, and - marchedi‘to the 'N.w. into the country' of
Cudapah, towards the'capital of'the fame name. The French troops
accompanied him,! diftrefled ‘for neceffaries s but their officers pre-
vailed on him to requeﬁ of M. Bu{Ty, that he would” ‘immediately
advance and join him in Cudapah. ' Mr. Bufly received this intelli-
gence on the z4th, and fet out the famé day'; but, as more than half
the way he had to qus was' fhrough the' mountams, he took - with
‘himionly three companics of Sepoys, 100 ‘of the European horfe, and
200 black under a good partizan, which he had enlified ‘at his
own expence at’ Arcot, ' becaufe thofe he had brought from Vandi-
wath were gonéoff for want' of pay. They marched w1thouf at r11—
lery, and with very little l)wggagd- :

"The monfoon, with  figns of {tormy  weather, wqrned AdxmmI
‘Pococke to quit the cmﬁ thé' prefidency endeavoured to perﬁmde
him to leave fuch of his fhips as did not require the dock, in the
bay of Trinconamalée s ‘ﬁem whence they ‘might return with the
fair ' weather in Jantaty, ready to oppofe any part’ of the French fqm-
dron, which might be fent back expeditioufly from' the illands, in
order to command the coaft during the abfence of the Englifh ; but
Mr. Pococke Judrcmuﬂy refolved not to diminifh his ftrength, until'he
had reunded Ceylon, and whs far’ énough up the Malabar coaft to.
be fure the enemy were not wzutmg’ o meet him there, under this
very difadvantage:: but* promifed, as foon ds fecure from this event,
to fend found'Mr. Cornifh’s thips; if‘they fhould jomn him in ‘the

WaYa
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1759. - way., .On the 56th, -the Revenge, which had been left cruizing E
" the fouthward, came in with intelligence- that the had on th63
_fallen in with Mr. Cornifh’s. divifien, ,and Sthree;, Indiamen, ha
on board Colonel Coote, with 600 mein, the remainder of his -
ment, and that they were beating up to Madrafs. . -Mr. Pococke
{ailed, with his {quadron, at break of day on the 1 Sth and the fame
night met Mr, Cornifh’s off Pondicherry : he 1mmedntely put ﬁ;dh 8
1 of the troops as were: on board the men of .war into the (Leen{ha-
rough frigate, and fent her away, th“h ‘the three Indiamen, to Ma-
drafs ; where they did not arrive until the' 27th,| taking ten &ays:
_again{t the monfoon to. gain what with it might have been run inas
many hours. ' As foon as the troops were Ianded, 200 from the camp
were embarked, in five Indiamen, for Bengal, with Major Calliaud,
“whom Colonel Clive had requefted ‘might be fent to take the coms
mand of the army in that province, if Colonel Coote fhould be de-
tained to ferve on the coaft. Sixty Europeans had been fent a few
days before to Mafulipatam ; but thefe detachments were partly com-
penfated by another exchange of prifoners with Pondicherry, from
whence 170, all that remained there, were delivered, and amml
on the 17th at Madrafs. |
The lat exchange before this in Augu{’c had cleared Trxtc}umopoly
of the remainder of the French prifoners in confinement there. The
numbers which, on different fucceﬁ'es, had been brought into the city,
were 670, all taken durmg the .campaigns of Colonel Lawrence,
under the walls of the city ; but only 400 were remaining to' be re-
leafed, in the late exchanges : of the reft moft had died ; 30 had been
fent on their offer of enlifting to ferve with Mahomed Iffoof in the
countries of Madura and Tinivelly ; and the others, who, althoﬂgh
foreigners were not Frenchmen, had been admitted to ferve in the
_garrifon of Tritchinopoly,which, the final clearance of its dungeons
releafed from the fevereft and moft anxious part of their duty
The detachment of 9o men fent from Madrafs, arrived at the city on
the 26th of Auguft. The Dutch at Negapatama would not let them
land in their bounds, which obliged them to come on thore in the open
town of Nagore;, where they would have been expofed to rifque, if
4 \ there
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there had been a ftrong force in the French fort of Karical. With
this reinforcement the garrifon had 250 eftimated Europeans, moft
of whom were invalids, deferters, or topafles, and 3000 Sepoys ;
and the Nabob ftill maintained his 1000 horfe, which had afforded
parties fufficient to fecure the revenues of the diftriéts of Tritchinopoly
{outh of the Coleroon, of Seringham on the other fide, and even farther
on toVolcondah, before the detachment with Fumel had extended the
authority of the French government as far as Utatoor: The inter-
mediate villages, of which the French had lately taken pofiefiion, had
remained for many months before unmolefted, and were flourithing ;
and, as foon as it was known that Fumel was returning from Volcon-
dah to Pondicherry, Captain Jofeph Smith detached Captain Richard
Smith, with 180 Europeans, four guns, 8oo Sepoys, and 500 of
the Nabob’s horfe, to recover the country that had been Ioft.
They marched on the 18th of September ; but had only crofied
the Coleroon, when news of the arrival of the French {quadron
at Pondicherry alarmed the Nabob fo much, that, to quiet his
apprehenfions, all the Europeans, with 6oo of the Sepoys, were
recalled into the city; but the horfe, with the other 200 Sepoys,
went on to Utatoor. Colonel Brereton, when determined to
march againft the French at Vandiwath, had enjoined Jofeph Smith
to undertake fome enterprize which might draw off a part of their
force from their ftations towards the Paliar, and oblige them to de-
tain to the fouthward, what might be at this time in thofe quarters :
his letters arrived on the 6th of O&ober. J. Smith had for fome time
meditated an attempt to retake Devi Cotah by furprize, to give the
{quadron a certain ftation, from which they might be fupplied with
water and provifions, without begging leave, as it were, of the Danes
and Dutch. The opportunity was atthis time probable ; for, confiding
in the remotenefs of its fituation from any of the Englith ftations, and
wanting troops in other parts, Mr. Lally had reduced the garrifon to
30 Europeans and 100 Sepoys; and the Coleroon, which difem-
bogueth into the fea near Devi Cotah, was at this time full and rapid.
On thenight of the gth, Captain Richard Smith, with 140 Europeans
and Topafles, 300 Sepoys, two petards, and fome {caling ladders,

Vor. II, ¢ Zzz embarked
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roon,. and thirteen of wicker, covered with leather, which are
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embarked in two large boats, which ferved as ferries over the C(}E.

e
wife ufed on the fame river. Lieutenant Horne, with 500 Seppzsh
and two field-pieces, marched two days. before to Tanlere, and the
Nabob’s. horfe, with the 200 Sepoys, advanced from. Outatoor t_pl the.
diftriéts of Verdachelum ; all the three parties were to join, and at-
tack Chilambarum, if the attempt'on Devi Cotah fucceeded.. It was.
expeéied, that the current. would carry the boats down in 6o h"“fsi-o_
although the diftance by the courfe of the river is 200 miles. Hea“Y’
rains commenced as foon as the troops were. embarked, and conti--

nued this and the fucceeding day. At the noon of the 1ith,

they landed in an- unfrequented part covered with wood to drefs.
their meal and clean their arms; in the enfuing night, one of the:
large beats, in which. was Enfign Hunterman, with half the Eu--

ropeans and Topafies, the fcallng ladders and petards, and  feven of

the - fmaller boats, loft the main channel of the river, and entered!

-into that which leads from it on the left toward' Chilamba'ruﬁ':,

and foon after ran aground on a bank of fand; where. feemg no--
thing of the other boats, and uncertain whether they were before
or behind, or whether  they might net: likewife have ﬂ'ruck
on fome fand, Hunterman refolved to remain where he was untilt

day-light ; before which, Captain Smith,. with the reft of the boats,

was arrived at the rendezvous, five miles from Devi Cotah, and'
waiting for thofe with Hunterman, which did not come ﬁp‘unﬁl
the evening. This delay difcovered the detachment. Never
thelefs Captain Smith marched acrofs the land,. and took poft on'
the 14th, intending to efcalade in the enfuing mght. Two broad:
and deep channels of the Coleroon  pafs. along the north and fouth:
fides of the fort ; the ground to the weft was at this time a morafs;
the eaftern face ftanding on dry fand, was the only part acceffible;
but had a dry ditch and glacis; both, howeyer, flight.. The boats.
carrying the- troops dropt down the north channel to the ftrand,
where all landed. The Europeans were to efcalade, . the Sepoys to:
fuftain them, and no. fire was to. be given by any on any caufe,
before. the Europeans had gained footing on the rampart.. The
% moon
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moon - was rifen, and the Europeans with the ladders were

neverthelefs at the foot of the wall before they were difcovered

by the garrifon, who immediately thronged and fired; which
the Sepoys at the creft of the glacis, who fhared part of it, returned
in much hurry and confufion, and then ran away ; on which Cap-
tain Smith feeing no farther probability of fuccefs, ordered the Eu-
ropeans to retreat likewife. Thirty of them had continued in the
boats, unable to move with f{welled legs, acquired by fetting 6o
hours up to their knees in water ; and nine, who were foreigners,
had deferted. The next day he received intelligence of the repulf'c
of the Englith troops at Vandiwath, fignified with apprehenfions
of evil coniéquences from the ill fuccefs ; and this news, with the
mifchances of his party, and the preparation of the garrifon rendered
farther perfeverance imprudent. In the morning the difabled men
were fent off to Atchaveram, and the reft followed in the afternoon.
The fwelling of the rivers had prevented Horne’s detachment from' ad-

vancing beyond Tanjore ; and if they had, the news of the repulfe
at Vandiwath, would equally have prevented' the attempt on Chi-
lambarum ; and they were ordered to return to Tntchmopoly
Captain Smith followed, with his own detachment, and all the
frores, through the country along the fouth bank of the Coleroon, and
arrived on the 24th. The fmall boats were burnt for want of hands
to carry them back, but the two larger were left to be towed up, as
foon as the frethes were paffed.

All the revenues colle¢ted by the French government, even when
their poffeflions were moft extended, had never f{ufficed for the ex-
pencés of the field. Much ground had lately been recovered by the
Englith ; whofe reinforcements, and their late, although unfuccefsful,
attack on Vandiwath alarmed the country on the fouth of the Paliar ;
in which many of the villagers were quitting their fields, which
oave the renters {pecious pretexts to require abatements on their
leafes from the adminiftration of Pondicherry. No money, and many
debts remained in the treafury there ; and the late revolt demonfirated
that the troops could not be trufted for the time to come any
longer than they fhould be ftri¢tly paid. The only part of the pro-

7727z vince,
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1759. vince, whether under _the Frenc.h? ‘the Englith, or the 'Nabobfg;fﬁ‘i;i%-l
«—~— thority, which had lately remained exempt f'rqm ravage, cotftn% fi

October. tions, or military operations, was the country from Outatoor to'the
fouthern diftri@s of Tritchinopoly, including 'the rich and fei’ti_!’é:-l_' i
ifland of Seringham ; where the approaching harveft of December,
which is by far the greateft of the year, promifed in this, a more '
abundant crop than ufual.  The govemmen"l_:'s fhare was vaIuerl ét :
600,000 rupees, and would be received in February. From thefe
confiderations Mr. Lally refolved to take pofleflion of thefe'coun-
tries, with a force fufficient to keep the garrifon of Tritchinopoly
within their walls. But as this could not be effeéted, without ex- s
pofing the ftations and country near the Paliar to rifque, by the fub-
{tracion of fuch a number of troops as would ‘be fent away to'the
fouthward, he meant to ftation 8oo men near Arcot, ‘who were to move
to the relief of any place that might be attacked ; and, with this af~
fiftance in profpec, he fuppofed that the garrifons he fhould leave in
the forts, although very flender, would defend themfelves to extre-
mity, and protract the fuccefles of the Englifh force, until ‘his ob-

je to the fouthward was accomplithed. © Mr. Deleyrit, and the

Council of Pondicherry, objeted to the feparation of the army, as
fraight with the moft dangerous confequences. Mr. Lally imputed
their repugnance to the intention he had declared of farming dut"t:ﬁc_
colle@ions under his own infpe@ion, by which they would be de-
prived, as he fuppofed, of their ufual perquifites ; and they ateributed !
his propenfity to the expedition to the fame {pirit of peculation.

T'o confirm the appearance of maintaining the Paliar, a detachmentof
somen of Lally’s regiment attacked three companies of Sepoys, pofted
in a village called Checkrimalore, fituated on the fouth bank of the
river, in a line oppofite to Conjeveram ; but the Sepoys ftood firm,
killed five, and took three men, with an officer mortally wounded.
Two companies were likewife pofted at Salawauk, between Outra-
malore and Chinglapett, of which Lieutenant Fletcher drew off one .
to ftrengthen the efcort proceeding with the laft exchange of French
prifoners to Sadrafs; on which the French guard at Outramalore |
drove away the other company remaining at Salawauk ; but a few

days
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days after, Lieutenant Fletcher recovered this poft. At the fame
time, parties and detachments were continually moving, to accom-
plith the difpofitions Mr. Lally had arranged. The troops allotted
for the fouthern expedition were goo Europeans, of which 100 were

cavalry, 1000 Sepoys, 200 black horfe, and ten pieces of cannon,-

under the command of Mr. Crillon; their rendezvous was at
"Thiagar, to which they reforted from different parts by various
routes, and were all affembled there on the eleventh of November.
Neither the prefidency of Madrafs, nor Captain Smith at Trit-
chinopoly, obtained any certain account of their force or inten-
tions. 'The Nabob’s horfe, with the 500 Sepoys, which had been
{ent to Verdachelum, and had done no little mifchief during
their excurfion, had returned to Utatoor on the 12th, and were halt-
ing there on the 15th, when they difcovered an advanced party of

539
1759
e —

November,

the enemy, which they fuppofed the whole, and immediately re- - -

treated ‘to Pitchandah; a few hours after, the enemy came up to
Samiaveram, and the next day, their horfe advanced, and reconnoitered
the banks of the Coleroon, and then fell back and took poft with the
reft in the village and pagoda of Munfurpet. - The whole force
was 35 Europeans, 100 Coffrees, 500 Sepoys, two guns, and fome
black horfe, commanded by a partizan and two fubalterns ; of which
Jofeph Smith obtained right intelligence ; and early the next morn-
ing fent out 10 companies of Sepoys, 120 Europeans and topafies, fix
field-pieces, and 400 of the Nabob’s horfe, under the command of his
fecond Richard Smith, and from the intimacy between them he

accompanied the detachment as a volunteer. They crofled the Caveri -

and Coleroon oppofite to the city. The village of Munfurpet
had rice-fields in front, through which the road onwards to the Co-
leroon was a caufeway raifed above them ; {o that the enemy had no.at-
tack to fear on this fide, and their retreat was open to Samiaveram

and Utatore. The banks of the Coleroon are. fteep and high, ‘and -

the water at this time was fo low as:to;run only in {mall channels,
leaving large beds of fand, and athore of it, under the banks, Three

companies of Sepoys were {fent up the bank.with the colours of all

the
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_ when they halted in a village, -to ftand the brunt; but were fm ';

quarter. One officer, 15 Europeans, and 30 Coffrees, were m
‘prifoners; moft.of the reft of thefe troops were killed duri ring the: pux_-

Tue War of COROMANDEL. - Boc
the compatics; W ‘hich they difplayed at proper diftances towef@
whilft the main body of the detachment filed unfeen under
‘bank, two miles on to:the left, when quitting the river, the
Yinued theirmarch in the bed of a water-courfe then dey, which

to the north, and brought'them on two miles, flill undifcovered,

they were in a line with Munfurpet, when the water-coutfe
mg another way the troops came out of it; and as they were a
ing a rifing ground juft before ‘them, within a mile and a
Munfurpet, were for the firlt time perceived by the enemy
whofe confufion was much lefs than might have been expecte
the furprize. They got, although in hurry, their line into or
and began to retreat faft in order to gain Samiaveram. The Nabe
horfe were detached to harrafs and impede their front, and by ha d
driving four of the field- pieces were broughtnear enough to fire uipon
their line of march, when they very imprudently unlimbered t
guns to return this fire. . Neverthelefs the purfuit lafted four miles, =

“beat from their guns, and the whole broke, and every man be ﬂ p

andfight. Someof the Sepoys werecutdown inthebeginningof the re
‘by the Nabob’s horfe, who were immediately ordered to fpare all w
flung down their arms. The two guus, two tumbrils, a great quaz;lflgr
of ammunition; all the baggage, and an elephant, were taken. Captlam
‘Richard Smith converfing with one of the prifoners, obtained i ne
formation from him of the force with Mr. Crillon, and, to his gl;egl;
furprize, that it would encamp this very evemng at Utatore, and ad~
vance on the morrow. Fatiguing as the fervice of the day had been,
no time was to be loft. The whole detachment, with their pri=
foners and {poils, returned that night to the bank of the Coleroon,
and flept on their arms, and early the next morning began to crofs
‘the river, in which a fudden frefh was coming down, which obliged
the latter part of the detachment to pafs in boats, and the laft boat
in which was one of the guns, was driven on a fand, from whenge
it took four hours to releafe it, and four men were drowned in the
- attempt ;
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attempt ; and by this time the foremoft of Crillon’s troops appeared on 1 780~
the bank of the river. The flood kept them there until the 20th, when
they croffed into the Ifland of Seringham, and encamped oppofite
to the weft face of the pagoda, in which Captain J. Smith had ftationed '
300 Sepoys, soo colleries armed with their long lances, and two -
field-pieces, with European gunners. The outward wall of the pa- -
goda, being 4o feet-high, can neither be defended nor efcaladed ; and,
if battered down, which would be tedious, the ruins would be dif-
ficult to pafs. The great gateway is within, 40.feet high 30 broad,
and 4o through to the infide of the pagoda.  As it is impofiible to
weild gates of fuch a furface, a wall 20 feet high had been raifed
aerofs the middle of the paflage, andin the wall was left an opening,
in which likewife no gate had been erefted. A trench was therefore -
dug acrofs the paﬂ'age in front, and a parapet was raifed behind the open-
ing for the field-pieces. At day-break on the 211t, the French advanced
their heavieft cannon, which foon beat down the partition-wall, and
difabled the field-pieces on the parapet.. They then ran to the affault,
and ftormed thewr way in; not without much refiftance from thﬁ
Sepoys, but very little from the colleries. Irritated by their lofs, .
they refufed quarter for fome: time after all refiftance had ceafed..
They then turned out whom they had fpared, when the mufketry
fired upon them as they were going away, and fome of the European
horfe rode after and cut down others : but.neither with the permif-
fion of their -officers.. The garrifon of Tritchinopoly beheld this
wanton cruelty from the walls; but could give no relief. Few of
the Sepoys regained the city, and one of the three companies was .
intirely loft.. Jofeph Smith reproached Crillon fevercly for this -
barbarity.

The prefidency, as foon as-certified of the deﬁmatwn of this part -
of the French army, refolved that the whole of their own thould im- -
mediately take the field. The choice of operations was left.to Colonel
Coote, who on the 21t of November came from Madrafs to Conjeve- -
ram, where the:largeft divifion of the troops were in cantonment. .
Having taken the command, he immediately affembled a council of -

war, in whichit was agreed, .that. the {eparated.and diftant fitua- -
tions.

i E )
November. -



542
Sl

Noveniber.

Tee War oF COROMANDEL.
Hons of the enemy’s troops, left a fair opportunity to reduce t
of Vandiwafth, which it was determined to try. ‘The troops which
had landed with Colonel Coote, joined the camp at Conjeveram on
the 23d; from whence Captain Prefton was fent off the fame day i
with his own company of infantry and of tthe pioneers, to remain
at Chinglapett, in readinefs to advance with them when called fe
to Vandiwath, bringing likewife two eighteen-pounders and a howitz.
The next evening Major Brereton proceeded with a ftrong detachment
to attack Trivatore; and on the 25th Colonel Coote with the main
body advanced towards Arcot, where all the enemy’s troops in the
field were encamped. Thefe difpofitions were meant to perplex their
guefs of what blow was intended ; ‘they had moft reafon to expedt
againft Arcot, but neverthelefs concluded Vandiwath. .‘
A party fent forward by Major Brereton invefted Trivatore at nine
at night, but kept their guards fo negligently, that the gam&m; '
which ‘were only a company of Scpoys,efcaped through them bes
fore morning. Major Brereton, leaving two companies of Sepaya 3
Trivatore, marched on with his diviﬁon,} and arrived the n_-cxtﬂ@ib
which was the 26th, at Vandiwath. Early the next moming_._.ﬁm;g -
affaulted the pettah and carried it, after a flight refiftance from fome:
Sepoys, but without any lofs. ; i;_“
Colonel Coote arrived the fime morning with his divifion at Arcot
where he faw nothing of the enemy’s troopson the ground thhﬁ;u‘:q
encampment near the town. They had fent a detachment on thenight
of the 24th, preceding the morning thatColonelCoote began his march,
which attacked the Englith poft at Checkrimalore, where the three
companies of Sepoys had juft been reinforced, without the enemy’s
knowledge, with 50 Europeansfrom Conjeveram. Their detachmentat-
tacked before day-break of the 25th, and were repulfed, with the lofs
of 20 Europeans, and their commanding officer, and retreated imme-
diately to Chittapet; to which, as appointed the general rendez-
vous, the reft of the troops in the field at Arcot were on their march
in the evening of the 26th, ‘whilft Colonel Coote’s divifion was ap-
proaching the ground they were quittings In the evening of the
27th; fome hours after his arrival at Arcot, Colonel Coote received
= an
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an exprefs from Major Brereton of his {uccefs on the pettah of Van-
diwath ; and immediately made a forced march towards him. The next
day, heleft Major Monfon to bring on the line, and })i'oceedila g with
the cavalry, arrived before noon at Vandiwath ; where Brereton had
almoft completed a battery for the two cighteen -pounders which

accoapanied his divifion. It was ere@ed in the weflern pettah,
againft the tower and cavalier in the s. w. angle of the fort. In
the night, another battery was begun near the ~. w. angle of the
fouthern  pettah, direétly oppofite to the fame tower; and both
were compleated before the morning 3 but as the two eighteen-
pounders expected from Chinglapett were not arrived, two twelve-
pounders brought up from the line were mounted in their ftead. Hi-
therto the enemy had fired day and night from the walls, and only
flightly wounded one man. The fire of the batteries opened with
the day, which was the 29th, and the tower attacked was filenced,
and a praéticable breach made in it, before noon : when Colonel Coote
fummoned the French officer, who anfwered, that he fhould obey
the orders he had received, to defend the fort to extremity. The
batteries then continued to difmantle other parts of the defences 3 and
int the evening Major Monfon came up, with the main body of
the army.

In the morning, the Kellidar fent fome of his officers and fer-
vants, to ftipulate for his own, fecurity in the event. Colenel Coote
pledged himfelf to continue him in the fort, and in the rent of the
diftriéts, as a dependent of the Company, if he would, with his own
troops, feize, and deliver up thofe he had admitted belonging to the
French ; butinfifted on a pofitive anfiver by two in the afternoon ;
at which hour no anfwer came 3 but a little after, the French foldiers
appeared on the walls, and called out, that they would deliver up the
fort.  Colonel Coote chanced to be at the battery, and immediately
ordered a company of Sepoys to advance, and take pofleflion of the
gateway ;3 who when they came there, were told that the key was
with the Kellidar. T'his baulk might have produced untoward con-
fequences, if Colonel Coote, at the fame time that he fent the Sepoys
to the gate, had not advanced himfelf with another company to the

Vor. Il 4 A breach,
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breach, which they entered without oppofition ; and being immedi-
ately followed by fome of the officers with the picquet, no reﬁﬁmm
was attempted in any part of the fort:  The troops belonging to _
the French were five fubaltern officers, 63 private Europeans, antl -
100 Sepoys ; the Kellidar’s, 500 horfemen and foot. In this fuccefs,
not a man of the Englifh troops was killed, and only five were
wounded. The Englifh forces had thrice before been agamft this
place, and in the laft were repulfed, as we have lately feen, with as
much lofs as they had fuffered in any a&ion in thefe wars. The
Kellidar had figned the treaty, juft as the troops entered ; but his -
importance in the province, his relation to the family of Chunda-
faib, his long connexion with the French government, and his n-
veterate enmity to the Nabob Mahomedally, weighed unjuftly more
than the refpe&t due to-a contratt of which he was fulfilling his
part. He was brought to Madrafs, behaved haughtily, and would
give no account of his treafures, which he had fent away to Coilas
Guddy, a fort on one of the higheft hills near Velore, in which
refided the widow of Subderally C'I.Wl'l "Fhe Nabob faid, that the
making him prifoner was of more importance than the reduion of
the fort, but offered to releafe him for ten lacks of rupees.
The French troops in the field had made no motion from Ch;ttapet o
to interrupt the attack ; and, as their ination rendered it unneceffary
to march againft them, Colonel Coote refolved to attack Carangoly,
before they were reinforced fufficiently to rifque an engagement.
Carangoly 1s fituated 35 miles w.s. w. from Vandiwath, 12 to the
fouth a little wefterly from Chinglapett, and 18 from Sadrafs and
the fea. The fort is large, having four not very unequal fides, of
which the circumference is 1500 yards. It is built of ftone, and
has, before the main wall and the towers, a parapeted faufébray, and
a wet ditch. ‘The four fides nearly face to the cardinal points of the
compafs; a pettah, feparated from the fort by an elplanade, and
extending in a curve, intirely enveloped the north, and part of the weft
and eaft faces of the fort. As the weakeft part, becaufe neareft to the
oppofite pettah, the French had threwn up a glacis before the north
front, but had not completed it before the tower in the N. E, angle.

The
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The army, by detachments, entered the pettah, on the 4th of
December, and were expofed to fome fire from the fort, which killed
a grenadier. ‘The attack was confined to the north front, which,
befides the two round towers in the angles, had the ufual voluminous
-defences of a gateway, and a fquare tower on each hand of it ; in all
five projetions. On the 6th the army had finithed, and began to fire
from, a battery of two eighteen-pounders, oppofite the {quare tower
next the round one in the angle on the left of this front. One of
the guhs fired to breach in the angle of the curtain on the left of
the {quare tower, and the other to take off the flanking fire of the
round : but the fire of the fort was much fuperior; for befides

“feveral old guns long belonging to the fort, the French had nine
excellent pieces well mounted, which they brought to this face ; and
embrafures not only in the gate-way, but in the two towers on the
right of it, commanded the battery ; to oppofe which another battery
for two guns was raifed on the left of the firft, which opened on
the 7th in the morning, and the eight-inch howitz was planted in
the N.w. part of the pettah, which firing dead fhells in recochet
nfiladed in its whole length the rampart of the front attacked. At
noon of this day the breach appeared pra@icable, and Colonel Coote

fummoned the commandant, Colonel O Kenelly, an Irifhman, and

an officer of reputation in Lally’s regiment, fignifying that, if he
perfifted, the garrifon would be expofed to the fame treatment as had
been infli&ted on the troops taken by aflault at Seringham. O Ke-
nelly anfivered, that, as the letter was not direfted in French, he
had not opened it ; and as foon as the trumpet who brought it had
reached the pettah, recommenced the fire. It continued hotly on
the 8th and gth; when Colonel Coote advanced a zig-zag from the
breaching battery. On the 10th in the morning, there only re-
mained fhot for two hours ; and more had been fent for from Ching-
lapett ; but before the batteries ceafed, a flag of truce, little expected,
appeared on the walls. Time was-at this time of more importance
than any thing but the difgrace of a repulfe, and Coote granted al-
moft all that was afked. The garrifon, which confifted of oo Euro-
peans, including officers, marched out with their arms, two rounds

442 a man,
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a man, fix days provifions, colours flying, and drums beating -the.
Sepoys were difarmed, but likewife fet free. Four of the nine guns.

belonging to the French had been difmounted, two Europeans were

killed, and five dangcmuﬂy wounded. The Sepoys had {uffered

more. 'The lofs of the Entrhfh troops. was lieutenant Campbell qE

‘the artlllery a grenadier, a bepoy, and a Top'd's mortally wounded.

QOn the 12th, the army encamped again at Vandiwath ; where

they were _;omed the fame day by Captain More, with his detach~

"

ment from the northward. Thefe troops had advanced, *accom- i
panied by thofe at Tripetti as far as Nelore, and were joined on the

road by the party of Europeans ftationed there with leutenant
- Elliot ; but the troops of Nazeabullah although ready had net
{tirred a ftep from the walls; he neverthelefs pretended that the
dread of his preparations had been the principal caufe of Baffaulut
Jung’s retreat out of the Carnatic. All alarms having ceafed in this.

part of the country, Captain More fent back Eliot’s party to
Nelore, and thofe which had come from Tripetti, and returned
with his own divifion by the way of Tripaffore to Conjeveram.

Colonel Coote, when marching againft Vandiwath, - had’ ordered’ e

Captain Wood, if to be done with fafety, to advance from Covres
pauk, and take poft in the city of Arcot, in order to prevent the.

French garrifon in the fort there from colleéting provifions. Wood
arsived in the town on the 28th, with 300 Sepoys, 50 Europeans,

and 50 black horfe, who, without the leaft oppofition, took pdf

'fuﬁion of the Nabob’s palace and the adjacent ftreets, a]though.'

not half a mile from the fort ; where they obliged the French renter

and the principal inhabitants. to redeem the reft of their property,.
by furnithing at the market-price a large quantity of rice, of which:

the {carcity was encreafing every day by a general failure of the

harveft in this part of the country.. Captain. More’s detachment

was ordered to join Captain Wood’s on their return, and both to
make preparations for the attack of the fort'of Arcot, againf: which,
Colonel Coote intended to march. as foon ‘as he had reduced Caran-
goly. They had colle&ted fafcines and other materials, and had even:
begun to conftruct one of the batteri :es, w hen they. were obliged to:

defift,.
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defift, and retire, on the gth, by the approach of Mr. Bufly re-
turning from the northward with a much larger foree than had
accompanied him out of the province.

After fiftcen days march, and three of halt, Mr. Bufly, with his-
detachment, arrived on the 1oth of November at Baffaulut Jung’s
~ eamp, which was lying on a plam, {ix miles from the city of Cu--
dapah. = The diftance from Arcot in the dire& line is r1o miles,.
nearly north 3 but 300 by the road, which winds more than two-
thirds of the way along the valleys of rocky mountains. The
French detachment with Baffaulut Jung, the Europeans as* well as:
the Sepoys, were, for want of money, in want even of food ; and to
maintain. them,, their officers had fold every thing of their own, but
their cloaths 5 from fimilar diftrefles, although not {o fevere, the
troops of Baffaulut Jung were ready to revolt. = His propofals to Mr.
Bufly were, ¢ that the French fhould regard him as the abfolute-
<« mafter of the province of Arcot, fhould furrender to his authority
¢¢ a1l the countries-of which they were in pofleflion, whether. in this
<« province ‘or in the dependencies of Tritchinopoly, and he would
s account with: them for one-third of the produce ;. but whatfoever
«“ might hereafter be conquered, fhould become entirely his own, free
s¢-of this deduétion. All affairs and tributes were to be regulated by
¢ the Duan he thould appoint.- The French were to fwear they would-
¢ affift him againft Nizamally, if he fhould enter. the Carnatic;.
s¢ with: whom they fhould make no treaty without the participation.
¢« of Baffaulut Jung ; and, after they had conquered or made peace
«¢ with the Englith, fhould furnifth him with a body of troops, to-.
<t make war on Nizamally. After the peace, he was to be put in:
« full poffeffion. of the whole Carnatic, and its dependencies, .ac--
¢ cording to the ancient ufages, when the French were no longer:
¢ to be entitled to. any part of .the revenues.. He might return:
¢ into the Decan, whenfoever he pleafed ;- ~and, durmg his abfence
¢¢ from his capital of Adoni,.the French were to furnifh. a detach--
« ment of z00 Europeans, and 2000 Sepoys, with artillery, ammu-
¢ nition, and flores, to garrifon this place ; and the expence of this -

s¢ body of troops Inlbht be deducted out of his fhare of the revenues .
£6 0(
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<« of the Carnatic. As his troops were unpaid, and fince the difafter
“—~— <« of Nazirjing were afraid of ferving in the Carnatic, Mr. Buffy
Dedelberail  uld immediately. lend-him four lacks of rupees to be diftributed
¢ amongft them as the only means of engaging them to march. If
¢ this agreement fhould not take effet after his arrival at Arcot, he
¢ and his army fhould be reconduéted out of the province with
< friendfhip and good faith.” The tenor of thefe terms bore the -
ftrongeft marks of Sampetrow’s advice : Mr. Bufly anfwered them
by other propofals, which left the iffue of every one made by
Baffaulut Jung uncertain, and liable to future difcuffions and ar-
rangements. ‘The perfonal conferences only widened the difference,
by difcovering more clearly to each the views of the other ; but
Baffaulut Jung took no perfonal difguft to Mr. Bufly, and at his
folicitation iffued patents fubjeting, at leaft in words, the whole
province of Arcot to the government of Mr. Lally, and enjoining
all the chiefs and feudatories to pay him the wufual tributes and
obeifance. In the fame plain where Baflaulut Jung and Bufly were
encamped, were likewife lying two other confiderable bodies of
troops, the one a detachment of 3000 Morattoes appointed to guard
that part of the territory of Cudapah, which had been ceded the
year before the laft to the Morattoe jurifdiction ; the other was a
body of 2500 Pitan horfe, belonging to the Nabob of Cudapah.
Mr. Bufly, by former intercourfes, knew the officers of both. The
Pitans lent him money, which enabled him to inlift 100 of their
horfe, the fame number of Baffaulut Jung’s, and 200 of the Mo-
rattoes ; and to fupply the immediate wants of the French troops at-
tending Baffaulut Jung, and his own detachment, which he now
joined into one body under his own command. This whole force
colletted, confifted of 350 European infantry, roo European horfe,
2500 Sepoys, of which 500 were Arabs or Abyflinians, 8oo black
horfe, and 10 pieces of cannon ; with which he marched away on
the 16th of November, five days after his arrival, returning by the
fame way he had come. On the 1oth of December, he arrived at
Arcot, from whence his approach had obliged Captain Moore and
Wood to return with their detachments to Covrepauk, and from
' hence
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hence Captaln Moore proceeded with his to the army at Carangoly,
to'which it added 180 Europeans, 1200 Sepoys, and 160 black horfe.
The Europeans replaced the number which were left in garrifon at
Vandiwath and Carangoly, and the Sepoys were more.

The lofs of thefe places was the fevereft reproach of the error
which Mr. Lally had committed in detaching fo great a part of
his force to the fouthward: of which he himfelf was fo fenfible,
that he juftified it only by the diftrefs to which he was reduced for
money to {upply the immediate pay and fubfiftance of the army. He
now fent exprefles to recall them all, excepting 300 Europeans, which
were to be left in the pagoda of Seringham. The main body of the
French troops remained waiting their arrival at Chittapet. Mr. Bufly

left his force about the town of Arcot, and went himfelf to Pondi-.

cherry. The horfe he brought fpread themfelves, and committed

every kind of ravage and deftruétion as far as Conjeveram, between.
the Paliar and the mountains. A body of Morattoes belonging to.

Morarirow had been for fome time at the pafs of Cudapanatam, w. of.
Velore ; they were commanded by Innis Khan, whom we have feen
ferving in the former wars of Tritchinopoly. Both Madrafs and.
Pondicherry had agents in their camp, treating for their fervice. The

Englith, Morarirow knew, had moft money ; and pretending, that -

he had incurred great charges in preparing a body of troops at their

requifition, to march to their afliftance before the fiege of Madrafs,.

for which he had not been paid, the terms he now demanded were
peremptory, and ‘the rates high. They endeavoured to bargain.
lower ; ‘and he, as the fhorteft means, in his own politics, to make

them conclude immediately, accepted 20,000 rupees from the French.
agents, and fent-a thoufand -of his'horfe through the hills; who did
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not join their camp, but in two days were on the Englith’ ground !

between Arcot and Conjeveram.
Colonel Coote, with the army, marched from Vandiwath on
the. 13th, and “encamped the. next. evening at .Papantanguel, a

town fix miles forward in the road from Trivatore. to. Arcot; in
which fituation, half a day’s’ march enabled him to interfe&,
the enemy’s troops moving to: join each other, whether from Arcot,, .

4 or .
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of this river, and as far as within 20 miles of Madrafs. Tho

e
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or from Chittapet; but none appeared ; for few of t;he ret
troops from Seungham, and none they expe&cd from. Pondlc.
were as yet come up; and the divifion remaining at Arcot
too weak to venture, before the others were advanced near ¢
to enfure the jun&ion. On the 16th, the -army marched, ;
encamped at Muleawady, fix miles nearer Arcot but H “a"'g"
fouth of the Paliar. By this time, the horfe brought by
Bufly, and the Morattoes let loofe by Moranrow, were comj
every kind of ravage and defolation in the country to the

of cattle were fwept off in as many days, which they féld‘a.-.
the firf purchafer, at feven or eight for a rupee, and then mag
them again the booty of the next excurfion. With this experi
the inhabitants would no longer redeem them ; after which, n
miffions exempted themfclves from the fword, and all ‘abandon
villages and open countyy, to feck fhelter in the woods, fo
hills neareft their reach. Not a man ventured himfelf or |
lock with a bag of rice to the camp ; which, for three days,

zotally deprived of this ftaple food. Exceffive rains fell dur
75th and all the next day, which the tents could not reﬁi%_;
from the neceflity of affording the troops fome repofe, Colonel G
marched from Muleawady on the 19th, and put the who
into cantonments in the fort of Covrepauk, and the village
cent. ‘The next day, he went to Madrafs, to confer with. he .

fidency on the meafures neceflary to be taken againft thﬂ
which had been fent to recover the countries of Seringh
Tritchinopoly : for intelligence had not yet been acquired, thggt
greateft part.of them were recalled.
The reduion of Vandiwath, notwnhﬁandmg the lofs o'r’ 3‘3
ham, revived the reputation of the Englifh arms in the foutl
countries. The king of Tanjore fent horfe and foot, and Tt
man and the two Moravers their colleries, to the Nabob at T
nopoly. = Mr. Lally’s orders; recalling the troops, were immediat

obeyed.  On the gth, 600 European foot, and 100 horfe, left
O"Od"t, and recrofied the Coleroon.  As foon as they were gore, !
: ' Joﬁpﬁ"

i .',u
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_Iofegh Smith refolved to circumfcribe the troops which remained, as
much as the ftrength of his garrifon allowed, and detached ¢oo Se-
poys, and as many Colleries, to inveft Cortalum, a mud fort on the
fouthern bank of the Caveri, 15 miles w. of Tritchinopoly, which
wete followed the next day by 300 more Sepoys, two field-pieces,
two cohorns, and .50 Europeans, under the command of Eunfign
Morgan. . The fort, in which were fome Sepoys, capitulated as foon
as the eannon appeared.  Enfign Morgan then fent half his detach-
ment to attack Totcum, another fort like, and almoft oppolite to
Cortalum, mn which were 10 Europeans, and 200 Sepoys, who de-
fended themfelves until Morgan came up with the reft of his force,
when they furrendered.. From Tgtcum, Morgan marched to Samia-
veram, 1n order to join-another detachment from the city, when both
were to proceed againft Utatoor. Early on the 16th, Jofeph Smith
received intelligence, thata convoy of ammunition, guarded by a few
Sepoys, were on the road from Utatoor to Seringham ; and at the
fame time, a party of 4o Europeans, and 100 Sepoys fent from
Sex;ing_hzaml to join and affure the arrival of this convoy, were per-
ceived croffing the Coleroon 3 on which he detached 40 Europeans,
400 Sepoys, 220 of the Nabob’s horfe, and fome Colleries, acrofs
both rivers, under the command of Enfign Bridger, with orders
to proceed to Samiaveram, where he was to be joined by Morgan’s
party fromT'otcum, and both united, were to take poft at Samiayeram
in order to intercept the return of the enemy’s detachment. At the
fame time, Captain Richard Smith marched out of the city with
100 Europeans, 300 Sepoys, and three guns, and took poft on the
fouthern bank of the Caveri oppofite to the Pagoda of Sering-
ham ; where he foon after knew, by a fignal from the rock
of Tritchinopoly, that 100 more Europeans had marched from
the pagoda, and were pafling the Coleroon ; on which, as had been
concerted, he crofled the Caveri, and kept up the hotteft fire he
could againft the gate of the pagoda, which was returned from
various: {caffoldings  within,  and Captain Smith was wounded 3
but:fill perfifting, the enemy, as had been forefeen, recalled their
detachmenf. Soon -after Enfign Bridger’s fignals gave token that

Vou. I 4 B he
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he was in pofieffion of the pagodas at Samiaveram ; but that Enfign.
Morgan’s party was not yet come up. The next morning, the:
French detachment which firft marched from Seringham, returned
with the convoy from Utatoor, and advanced boldly to the upper pa~
goda of Samiaveram; near which, enfign Bridger was prepared to.
oppofe them. On the firft firing, moft of the coolies threw down:
their burthens of ammunition, and ran away; on which the:
troops, with the reft, took poft in the lefler pagoda, and, ﬂxuttin’gjl
the gates, prepared for defence. But in lefs than an hour, enfign.
Morgan, with the whole of his force from Totcum, appeared;,

and the enemy furrendered. They were a captain, a licutenant;,
and 38 grenadiers. Of Bridger’s detachment, feveral Sepoys, with a1

Serjeant of one of the companies, and three Europeans, were killed:. .

Thefe operations were of confequence; for this being the feafon of

harveft, and the corn ready to reap, the renters, as ufual, yielded

the government’s thare, which amounted to 100,000 rupees, to the
ftronger force. Thg' intelligence of thefe fuccefles had not reached
Madrafs, when Colonel Coote arrived there from the camp, but ad-
vices were received that the greateft part of the French force were

returning from thefouthward; neverthelefs, the prefidency were much: -

inclined to indulge the anxious and repeated requefts of the Nabob,

to reinforce Tritchinopoly with 200 Europeans, in order to retake

Seringham and Utatoor, and to recover the countries which had

lately been loft, with fo much detriment to-his revenues; buat the
arguments of Colonel' Coote, confirmed by the recent example of

the fame error committed by Mr.Lally, and its confequences, evinced -

the impropriety of diminithing the army at this time, whenit

feemed that the French were collefting their whole force, in order

to rifque the fate of the Carnatic in'a ‘general battle. His reafons

prevailed 3 and'he returned on the 25th to Covrepauk; where, dir-
ing his abfence, nothing had happened, but a fkirmifh between the

black horfe of the army, which were encreafed’ to 700; and an |

equal body of Morattoes, whom they- beat offi On the 24th, a
detachment of 4o black horfe, with fome Sepays of the garrifon at
Vandiwatfh,
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Vandiwath, furprifed a party of the enemy’s Sepoys, quartered in
a village called Nicquum, 15 miles to the fouth, of whom they
killed twelve, and difperfed the reft. 5

The main body of the French army from Chittapett, encreafed
by the returning troops from Seringham, and whatfoever more
could be {pared from the garrifons to the fouth of the Paliar, had
advanced to Arcot, foon after the Englith filed off to Covrepauk.
Thus their whole force, but ftronger than before, was once again af-
{fembled ; and they encamped along the fouth fide of the river quite
up to the fuburbs of the city. On the 26th, Colonel Coote moved
the Englifh army to Chinefimundrum, a village fix miles from Co-
vrepauk, and five from Arcot, where the ground afforded a very
advantageous encampment ; for a large tank extended in front, a mo-~
rafs on each hand, and the only accefs in front and rear was by a
caufe-way. On the 29th, the Generals Lally and Bufly came with
a party of horfe to reconnoitre the camp, and a fkirmith paffed
between them and the out-pofts. The next day, the greateft part
of their horfe appeared again, and, after feveral motions, made an
attack on a guard of Sepoys, pofted in a village called Trimetcherry,
about a mile in front of the camp, and cut.down feveral of them
in the ftreet; but the reft kept their ground in the houfes, and
revenged the lofs by killing feveral of the horfe, who, feeing other
troops advancing, retired. On the 31ft, three companies of Sepoys
croffed the river, and, at three in the morning, entered, and beat
up the camp of the Morattoes, which lay on the right of the
French encampment. = All fled, as ufual when furprized ; but of the

few thot which were returned, one chanced to wound Enfign Mere- -

dith, who commanded the party ; after which, the Sepoys could
not be prevailed upon to purfue their fuccefs by deftroymg the ani-
mals and baggage. Thus clofed the year 1759, the third of this
dubious war, with the two armies in fight of each other; but nei-
ther ready for immediate decifion ; for the Englith were afraid of
the fuperiority of the enemy’s cavalry, and were waiting in ex-
peation, not only of drawing off the body of the Morattoes,
which were with them, but likewife of being joined by zooo more
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Anunderamrauze, who, as we have feen, had" invited and jo
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who were ftill remaining with Innis Khan on the other {
the mountains. On the other hand, Mr. Lally was likewife
tiating for the fame affiftance, and {hll miftrufted the attach
his European troops, although equal in number to the EIT
and waited for an addition, by the réturn of what remained
detachment which had been fent in April, under the t:ondu&'
Moracin, to reinforce M’lfuhpatam

Not venturing to land the troops, as M?lﬁ‘.llipz‘itam was tak
Moracin failed away on the 18th of April, and in five days ar
at Gan_]am, which 1s fitvated at the northern extremity ‘of the
cacole province on the fea. . The French had long kept a tradi
houfe here, and were conneced with Narraindeu, the princip:
jah in this part of the province: the fort and wood of his refidert
is called Moherry, and is fituated twelve miles frdfn the fea-th
and thirty miles w.s.w. from Ganjam. Befides Moherry, h
fix or feven other forts, which lie more inland, and ‘farther to
north. His conftant force was 3000 mien, befides which he
fionally hired from the other polygars. The Rajah Vizeram
during his adminiftration unider Mr. Bufly in the pro*vm%:e of
cacole, 'had by fome fevetities provoked the "hatred of Narrai
which devolved, ‘after the death of Vizeramrauze, on his flc

the Englith, whom neverthelefs Nﬁr‘ralrrdeu had ‘lﬁfs mfon
diflike than the French, tnder whofe authorxty ‘the vexation's
refented from Vizeramrauze had originated. ‘Nevetthélefs Mora
propofed, ¢ that their ‘forces united fhould march firft againft
« Englith fettlement of Vizagapatam, and then againft Vizia
¢ garum, the principal refidence of Anunderanze. 'If fuce
¢« thus far, they were to go on, until joined by ‘the French ai
¢ obfervation, which was with Salabadjing, when %ﬁﬂip&ltﬁ'}n .
© ftormed : probably Salabadjing would affift in retaking' this |
« and Narraindeu, it reward for his fervices, was to' be ‘placed i
¢ the advantages poflefied by Anunderauze.”  Narraindey accep
the terms, but with no intention of profecuting: the expedrtfon,
farther than the continuance of his otvn advantages. '
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But the French troops, having expeéted to land at Mafulipatam,
were not provided Wirh;:léquipmcnts for long: marches, ‘which it re-
quired much. time to prepare at- Ganjam. There were in the de-
tachment 43 Englifh foldiers, who had been taken prifoners, and had
entered into the French fervice, on condition of being only em-
ployed ‘o this expedition. | Thirty of thefe men together made
their efcape foon after they landed, and, through:many hardfhips,
found their way to:Cuttack in Orixa in the middle of May, where
they were telieved by the Englith refident, Mr. Grey, who fent

them :to ‘Balafore, from whence they were conveyed to Calcutta..

Seven more arrived at Cuttack in June, and afterwards came in {e-
veral ;other deferters of other mations. It was! the beginning of

July, before Mr. Moracin was ready to marchi by which time, he-
had expended all this ready money, and the fubfiftance of the de-.
tachment cl‘ePended on the fale:of fome trumpery commodities, and’
the sprecarious faith of N arrainden ; ‘who, ‘however, accompanied-

them with his troop:, After t!hmel or four marches, they ‘were dif-
treffed to extremity for provifions, swhich: neither the army of Nar-

rainden, ‘nor. the inhabitants of his towns, would fupply without
money: At Burrampoor, 'a town.in the hills, fix miles before you-
arrive at Mogherry, the French foldiers ‘enteréd the houfes to get:

victuals; a fray enfued, and blood was thedon bothfides. Narrain-
deu, with all his' tr00ps, immediately left them ; and fummoned the

affiftance 'of the neighbouring 'chiefs. The French detachment, .

havingno alternative, marched back towards: Gimjam. . Narraindeu,

and hisoallies, imet them in the way, andi{tood what they:called a-
battle; but the European arms, as ufual, ieafily ‘difperfed | them ;-

and ithe detachment took: peft in Munfurcettah, a town fituated e:ght
miles  from) Gafjamy:in @ country abounding /in flocks and grain,
where: they: colleéted provifions, although furrounded by the enemy:;
with whom they commencéd a negOQ'mm of whicli Narraindeu
{eemed to be as defirous as themfelves.. ‘T'o conclude it, one of the
French officers, named Darveu, went to' Narrdindeuw in” his camp,

but accompanied by 4o Europeans, and ithe fame number of S:,poyn .

On theitreturn, they were attacked' by the wiole foree they had vi-
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fited, and all the Europeans excepting three were killed : - the!Sepoy: 18
ot being fo much the obje& of sthis treachery, fuffered lefs. M.
Moracin .immediately rcturned to Gan_]cnn, and encamped WI'_'_""_--
and round the French factory, which is on the river-fide;; and t]a;mm
ap works fufficient to. proteét his detachment from attacks thot
.theé avenues of the town, which Narraindeu, and his allies, ﬁuroundéq.
Of the two fhips which brought the detachment, the Harlem had
Jbeen - difpatched to. Arracan for provifions, and the Brifté]l had
‘been driven afhore in a hard gale of wind, before the troops marched
1o Burmmpo;e There was on the {tocks on the river-fide a hr@
fiow 3 and in the river, feveral {maller veflels belonging to the fac-
‘tory, in which they intended to return te Pondicherry with the
northern monfoon, after the Englith {quadron fhould have qultteﬂ';
the coaft. In the mean time, theycontinued for many days, fkie-
-mifhing with the troops of Narraindeu, who atlength offered to treat,
which produced a ceffation of hoftilities, but no terms of reconc;qo-‘
Jiation ; for the demands of the French were in proportion to the ins
juries they had received ; and Narraindeu only meant to {ave the ex~

-pences of the field, with fecurity that the French troops would not

.make incurfions into his country, after his own fhould have retumed_
:to their quarters. . ‘This they promifed, and remained quiet.
In the mean time letters from Narraindeu to Colonel Clive ars
rived in Bengal, requfting him to fend a body of Europeans, which,
joined by his:own force, might eafily take or deftroy the whole of
the French detachment with Moracin. ‘The report of the defer-
:ters confirmed the feafibility of this project. But the dubious ftate
-of the Englifh affairs, and the decreafe of their military force in Berlgﬁ[
fcarcely permitted any farther diminution of it: however, Colonel
Clive, with his ufual {pirit of enterprize, determined to try theex pes
riment. Sixty Europeans, half of them artillery men, were em~
barked on the Hardwicke, which had.10a Europeans as her crews
The thip failed out of the river on the goth of September, and.onthe
7th of O&ober anchored in the road of Ganjam under Dutch colours.
Two French officers immediately came on board to enquire news,
.and were detained prifoners. Captain Samfon then went afhore un-~

der
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der a pafiport to Moracin, magnified the force he had brought, faid’
more was coming, and propofed that he thould furrender his whole
- detachment to avoid unneceflary bloodthed. But Moracin had ob-
tained jufter intelligence, Samfon then landed meflengers which:
got to Narraindeu, who being by this time certified that the French
detachment would foon go away of their own accord, had no farther
motive or inclination to renew hoftilities again{t them but neverthe-
lefs promifed Sampfon that he would foon appear with his army, .
and again inveft the town. A civil intercourfe of méffages conti-
nued between them until the 2oth, when Sampfon being convinced
that he intended to do nothing, failed away for Bengal.

In the beginning of November, Mr. Moracin embarked from Gan- -
jam with 40 Europeans in a floop, and on the r1th landed at Coca-
nara, which lies clofe to the fea, on the right-hand of a {mall river,
about 20 miles N. E. of the eaftern arm of the Godaveri. On thisarm
are fituated the Englith-and French faftories of Ingeram and Yanam. .
Of the prifoners taken at Mafulipatam, moft of thofe who had been
admitted to give their parole, had departed, andwererefiding at Yanam, .
waiting for.embarkations to proceed to Pondicherry : and, on this
pretence, went to Moracin at Cocanara, and informed him fully
of the ftate of affairs in this part of the country.. The diftri¢ts from
the Godaveri to Cocanara, were under the government of Jugga- -
pettyrauze, a near relation of Anunderauze. They had long been
at enmity, and when Anunderauze invited the Englifh, Jaggapetty
joined the French, and:with his troops accompanied them at the -
battle of Peddipore.. After the viétory Colonel Forde granted '
away his countries to Anunderauze; who hitherto, for want of the -
affiftance he expefted from the Englifh, had not ventured to.employ
his own force to get poffeflion. Jaggapetty  neverthelefs - expedi- -
ing to be attacked by him, had kept the field on the weftern arm-
of the Godaveri, and from his camp correfponded: with Mr. An- -

drews, the Englith chief at Mafulipatam, to:revoke the ceffion made -

to his rival.  His fort of Samel Cotah is only ten miles inland from -
Cocanara, Moracin fent agents thither and to his camp, to propofe -
an-alliance, mforming him of the force that . was following from

2. Ganjam, ,
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 they arrived at Cocanara on the 1gth of Decembets: %ﬁ@?@ﬁtq fe
_athore fifty Europeans, and the Sepoys, to try the inclinations

- cotnitry - to the troops with Moracit; who, for want of pro k:
committed: v:alehees, were refifted,) and mﬁﬁ of thent were
{eized by the officers- of  the’ &1&{1&, or took fervice wit

after arrived at Pandichcrr% o livin A ART PR

“county.. "The command then" dcmlmed on Captain: Fifche

-of the pnfonei‘s 34 b\!rt’the Sepﬁys, ch:éﬂ!y by‘ﬂléidrfniﬁﬁon of 501

-:permltted to remrn from M‘}fuhpamrr’w ftﬁéw homes i th
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Ganjam, and promifing, more from Pandlc,hc,r“ 7o
thier concluded, nor rejeed the. ptmwfal but nei.;h_pg hé_:, -
people. at Samel Cotah gave even the common aaiﬁquceb 0 1

: to. bark on tl}g: {loep with fiv
the remaifder of his partys: ;hcy ia&led on- nhe, ;:9(;1},411;1;

F'he troops remaining at Ganjam were 2 5@ reﬂ'amated
but of which half were Topafies;‘and 300 Sepayss, « Theye
under the command of :the Chievalier Poete; “on th Anow
floops, rigged-and manned with the, flores -and ~erew: of the B

Jaggapettyrauze : immediately aﬂer thcy tlandédg "a hard .
wind drove the two' {loops athore. il A 9 ' KAt
_ 'T'hé troops {ent from Bengal - w,lth ‘C(ﬂmel F@rde ;had aceived
repeated orders from this Prcﬁdency to return thither from Maful
patam’; but they were ‘to march overland the whole: way, i
#6 meet, and ‘attack Moracin’s detachment, ~who it was fuppof
would be, ' if ‘not at Ganjam, fomcwhem:on the' coaft.  The. rai
would not permit the Bengal troops totake the field until the
gmumg of November; before which, ‘Colonicl Forde had fail
‘the middle of O&ober from Maﬁrlapatam for Bengal, where he
rived juft in time/to render one more very important fervice to'l

warying: refolutions detained the troaps at Mafulipatam until the
of' December -"'i’hey were: reduced fren‘l 590 Eump@a,as, and 1

svho had failed with: Clive on the’ expetﬁﬁmrw Bengal, an *&

iy ey IJI e
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natic, The waters of the Godaveri were not yet abated § near the
fea are feven or eight channels between the two principal arms;
and other {maller rivers coming from the Colair lake, interfect the
land between the weftern arm of the Godaveri and Mafuhpatam*
which render the march along the fea-thore, although fhotter in
diftance, much more tedious than the inland road. The troops
therefore returned this way, which was the fame they had come,
excepting, that they pafled the bed of the Colair farther to the
weftward, where it becomes fooneft dry. At Rajahmundrum they
heard, that the French detachment with the Chevalier Poete had
landed at Cocanhara.

Anunderauze, on the appearance of Moracin at Cocanara a month
before, had no doubt that he would be immediately joined by Jag-
gapettyrauze, and fent off a body of troops from Vizianagarum to
proteé the diftriéts of Rajahmundrum from their inroads. On the
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approach of this force, Jaggapettyrauze returned with his, from the -

Godaveri to his fort of Samelcotah, and both were near each other,
when the French troops with Poete arrived on the coaft, and the

Englith with Fifcher at Rajahmundrum.  The officers of Anunde~

rauze begged affiftance from Fifcher, who, advifing them to keep
the forces of Jaggapettyrauze at bay, proceeded with his command
as faft as fatigue and impediments permitted, towards Cocanara. The
diftri& for fome diftance round this place is covered with coconut-
groves, for the fhelter of the weavers; and the French troops were
lying in a village at the tkirt of the groves two miles from the
Dutch fort, and the fea; and, for what reafon is not found, Poete
had not yet landed any more to reinforce the firft detachment
Jaggapettyrauze was encamped five miles on their left, againft
whom the forces of Anunderauze were advancing, but in a dif-
ferent line of march, at the fame time that the Englifh troops were
approaching Cocanara, who, before they came in fight of the French
detachment, faw the armies of the two Rajahs {kirmifhing on their
right; which Fifcher deeming a proof that none of the French had
joined Jaggapettyrauze, fuppofed them intent only on preferving
their retreat to the fea, and fent forward Captain Yorke with the

Vour. IL 4 C grenadiers
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1759+ grenadiers and 500 Sepoys to prevent their: embarkation. . The
French troops. had ‘gained no certain intelligence of the force
with Fifcher, and waited on their ground until they could diftin-
guifh the number of Yorke's divifion, who when near fent off
the Sepoys to gain their flank, and haftened up in front with the
grenadiers as faft as they could march. The French only remained
to give one fire, and then ran as faft as they could through the grove,
followed almoft at the fame pace, to gain the Dutch fadtory, into
which they were admitted. Yorke immediately furrounded the fac~
tory, which had very flight defences, and Fifcher coming up in the
evening with the main body, invefted it more clofely, and perem~
porily demanded the French troops, whom, after a very formal |
proteft, the Dutch agents delivered the next day, which was the: -
28th of December.  In the enfuing night Poete failed with the reft
of his detachment 200 men, Europeans and Topafles, all in the:
fnow. From Cocanara the Englifh troops marched on to Vizaga-
patam, where they arrived on the 16th of January and a few days
after, all the Europeans embarked in two Englith fhips proceeding:
to. Bengal; but the Sepoys were left to purfue their route on. fhore:
by Ganjam and through the province of Orixa. Thus nothing re-
mained to fear in the company’s poffeflions and  acquifitions to the
north of the Kriftna. We fhall now defcribe the progrefs of their.
officer Mahomed Iffoof in the countries towards Cape Comorin. . s
He arrived at Madura on the 4th of May, and had been abfent ten:
months. The force he left in the country, when called away, was.
14 companies of Sepoys, fix in the fort of Madura, five in Palamco~
tah, and three at Tinivelly. = Nothing more could be expected from:
either of thefe bodies,. than to défend the ground in fight of the
walls they garrifoned. Accordingly all the diftricts of both provinces:
from the foreft'of Nattam to the gates of T'ravancore, lay fubjet to
their contributions, or expofed to their ravages. The declenfion ofthe
Englith affairs, which beganwith the {urrender of Fort St. David, (on:
whichMahomed Ifloof wasrecalled)andcontinued untilthe French were
obliged to raife the fiege of Madrafs, kept Maphuze Khan in continual
hopes, that he fhould be joined by a body of French troops, and efta-
blifhed.

- December.
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blithed with their afliftance in the govern ment of thofe countries ;-and

the adminiftration of Pondicherry, by their letters and emiffaries, en-
couraged him to think fo. Waiting this fortune, he remained with the
Pulitaver, ftyling himfelf, and ftyled a fovereign ; ‘but without any
other means of fubfiftance than what the Pulitaver chofe to fupply,
who, never regulating his money by words, fcarcely furnifhed him
with ‘common necefaries.  The return of Iffoof Khan bettered his
condition ; as the Pulitaver was afraid he might at length liften to a
reconciliation; with the Nabob, and Maphuze Khan, always go-
verned by the love of eafe; felt no refentment at the humility to which
he had been reduced. He prefided, at leaft in appearance, in' the
councils of the eaftern Polygars; who refolved to meet Ifloof with
their united force, and invited the weftern to the common defence ;
who having joined them againft Palamcotah  in the late diftreffes of
the Englith affairs, expeted mo pardon, and took the field. ‘The
weftern league confifted of fix polygars: Catabominaigue, their former
leader, was lately dead, and had been fucceeded by a relation, ‘who
took as ufual the fame name, and bore, inftead of the indifference of

his predeceffor, an averfion tothe Englith.  Etiaporum was always

the next to him in importance, and now in aétivity.
The force which accompanied Mahomed Ifloof from Conjeveram,

confifted only of fix companies of Sepoys, and 6o horfe, but he had’

on his march requefted troops from Tondiman and the two Mo-
ravers, with whom he had always continued on good ‘terms, and
3000 men; horfe, colleries and Sepoys, from the three polygars joined
him on his arrival at Madura, where he neverthelefs immediately
began to make farther levies, and by fhifting and garbling' out
of all that were with him, compofed a body of 300 horfe, and
700 Sepoys, who had feen fervice, which he fent forward to ra-
vage the diftri¢ts of Etiaporum, where they were to be joined by
three of the companies of Sepoys from the garrifon of Palamcotah,
which had reftored its lofles by new levies. This body of troops

were to maintain their ground until the latt extremity, in order to"

prevent the junétion of the weftern with the troops of the eaftern
polygars, until Mahomed I3oof himf{elf could follow with: the main
VI L body-
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body from Madura, where he was under the neceflity of remaining

a while longer. : ' FEA LD LA
The Colleries of Nattam extend 4o miles, from the difttiés of
the lefler Moraver to the eaftern mountains.  Their foreft tkirts the
Madura country to the north ; and, where oppofite; is within twelve
miles of the city. It was they who attacked the troops with Co-
lonel Heron in 17535. They-are much wilder than the colleries to
the North of them in the territory of Tritchinopoly, and differ fhill
more from thofe of Madura and Tinivelly, having neither forts noy
military array. ‘They acknowledge no confiderable chiefs, and live
in {mall parcels, conneéted by choice or relation ; fo that their dife
putes rarely exceed the private revenge of individuals, They re-
gard ‘all other. people as: booty; but robbery. amongft ‘them-
felves as | the greateft crime: and any one of them efcorting 2
ftranger is a {ufficient proteftion againft all the reft ; but without
this -fafeguard, which is always: paid for, ‘the traveller rifques his
life at every ftep. Contemptible in the open field, where th‘éy’
rarely truft themfelves, they are much meore dextrous than any of
thefe races in the prattices of ambufcade and theft. They had
plundered the country up to the gates of Madura of all the cattle,
robbed all the villages, and continued to waylay whatfoever parties
were returning to the city with provifions from other quarters. As all
of the troops with Mahomed Iffoof were fit for hoftilities againt fuch
an enemy, he refolved to employ them in attacking their haunts, whilf
his levies were forming to better difcipline, = He, however, attended
the fervice himfelf, which appeared more like one of the general
huntings peculiar to Afia, than a military expedition. Avenues
were cut into the foreft, and the inhabitants fhot as they fled ; but
fome were referved to be releafed, or executed, on occafion. ‘A month
was, however, employed before he had completed this revenge, and
reduced them to beg quarter, and pay cattle, their only money,
moftly collefted by theft; which, with others he procured, to the
amount of 1000 beeves, and 2000 theep, were fent to 'Tritchino-'
poly, from whence they were forwarded at different times by Cap-
tain Jofeph Smith to the fea-coaft, for the ufe of the {quadron,

and
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and enabled them to keep the windward ftation, without confuming
their own ftock of provifions.. :

On the fecond of July he began his march from Madura, with
600 horfe, gooo Sepoys, and 2400 other foot belonging to Tondi-
man, and the Moravers, in all 6000 men. His artillery was one
eighteen-pounder, and nine from fix and lower. He was fcant of
powder, having none but what he made himfelf; for, fince the
deftrufion of the mill at Madrafs by Mr. Lally, the prefidency could
not fupply ‘their troops and garrifons in the Carnatic from their
own produce; but borrowed from the fquadron, and received from
Bombay. The mufkets of his Sepoys were old, infirm, of various
nations, and not fufficient in number, and were fupplied by fowl-
ing-pieces, and any fuzees he could colle®. He was likewife in
want of flints, which are fubftituted in fome parts of India by
agate ; of which there is none in thefe countries. All thefe wants
he reprefented to the prefidency, and efpecially requefted two
eighteen-pounders, and two field-pieces of fix, with a full fupply
of thot.

His firft march was to Calancandan. He had taken this fort in
17563 but after his departure for the Carnatic, the Pulitaver and
Vadagherri had extended their acquifitions thus far, and placéd their
guard in Calancandan. It was a mud fort, without cannon, and,
after a flight refiftance, fubmitted to his. From hence he proceed-
ed to take up the large detachment he had fent forward againft
Etiaporum ; who, by continually ravaging the diftri®s of this po-
lygar, kept his troops on their own ground, and deterred both him
and Catabominaigue from marching acrofs the country to join the
Pulitaver : having f{ufficiently conftrained thefe chiefs, the de-
tachment proceeded againft Coilorepettah, which ftands nearly mid-
way in the ftreighteft road between Madura and Tinivelly, about

o miles from each. This fort had likewife been ftormed in June
1756 by Mahomed Iffoof, and carried with confiderable lofs. The
polygar was then taken prifoner; whether reftored or fucceeded by
another, wé do not find; but the place was at this time in the

hands of one who defended it as well ; for 100 of the Sepoys were

4 killed
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1759. killed and wounded in the attack, which Iafted three. «days, and thep
Do, the polygar made his efcape by night. - The fort was 1mrned.1ately
7uy.  razed to the ground, after which the detachment joined the main
body with Mahomed Iffoof, and the!whole proceeding by the way

of Gangadaram, “arrived at Tinivelly in the middle of July. ‘They
were fcarcely arrived, when Maphuze Khan, whofe mind alvmy_s
-wavered with every change of circumftances, wrote a letter to Ma-
homed Iffoof, offering to quit his allies, and proceed to the Car-
natic; provided he was allowed a fuitable jaghire for his mainte
nance : He even afked a fafeguard to come to Tinivelly. Mahomed
Iffoof, without authority, affured him that his requefts fhould be
complied with; and recommended them to the Prefidency, by

whom they were referred to the Nabob.

The midland country, for thirty miles to the north of the town
of Tinivelly, is open and of great cultivation, and, lying between
the eaftern and weftern Polygars, had been the favourite field of
their depredations. ‘The principal ftation from which the eaftern
made their inroads into thefe diftriéts was the fort and wood of
Wootamally, fituated 35 miles N, N.w. of Tinivelly. The Poly~
gar, grown rich by eafy plunder, had many colleries, who were
well armed 3 and Mahomed Iffoof foon after his arrival at mee[ly,
marched againft him with the greateft part of his force, and ina
few days reduced his fort, in which he placed fome troops; and fta=
tioned a guard of 5o horfe, and fome peons and colleries in a placq=
called Shorandah, as an intermediate poft. He was no.fooner re-
turned to Tinivelly, than a multitude of colleries belonging to' the
Pulitaver and Vadgherri furprized the guard at Shorandah, and
either killed or took all their horfes, with their riders; on whlch
Mahomed Ificof detached feven compames of Sepoys, recovered
the poft, and rcmmned n it, in order to proteét the ad_}accnt"'
country. -

Equal confufion prevailed in the diftricts to the fouth of Tinivelly.
The troops of the Maliaver, or- King of Travancore, were making
mcurfions from their wall to {feize the harvefts at the foot of
the hills from  Calacad to Cape Comorin. The variety of dif-

I ' tradtions,
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traftions, which exifted on every fide, could not be all oppofed at

the fame time, unlefs a greater army were embodied, than all the
revenues of the two provinces could defray. But the king was
the leaft inveterate enemy to the Englith; becaufe the polygar of Va-
dagherri had provoked his refentment, by continually employing his-
colleries to make depredations in his country on the other fide of the
mountains, through the pafs:of Shencottah, which lies 15 milesto
the fouth of Vadagherri. © On this ground of common enmity, Ma-
homed Iffooff opened a negotiation with the king 3 ‘who'confented to
a-conference at the gates of his country near the promontory. They
met in the end of Auguft, and the interview pafied with much po-
litenefs and feeming cordiality.  The king, at leaft publicly, de-
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manded nothing, and agreed to defift from his inroads into the diftricts

of Tinivelly, and toaé& with a confiderable force in conjunétion with-

Mahomed Iffoof againft Vadagherri; and the Pulitaver. On the 3d of

September, Mahomed-Hloof ftill remaining at the gates of Travan-
core, ‘was joined by rooo of the king’s Sepoys, armed with “heavy
mufkets made in his own country, and difciplined, although ‘auk-
wardly, in the European manner; but they were well fupplied
with ftores and ammunition. He then returned to Tinivelly, and-

marching:from  thence with his: whole force, in deference to the:

king, proceeded ' direétly againft Vadagherri, although < 20 miles-
beyond = Nellitangaville, « the refidence ' of the Pulitaver: when-
arrived near Shencottah;. he was joined” by an army full as. large
as. his own, confifting of 10,000 more of the King’s troops of'
various kinds. of infantry, who = had ‘marched through the pafs.
This was perhaps. the = greateft' fo
for fome centuries in this' country.
for a day, in which about 100 men were killed and wounded on -both-
fidess but.in the hight abandoned his fort,
Pulitaver at Nellitangaville..

The arrival of fuch a gueft, who, for the firft time,
duced to fach diftrefs, frightened the Pulitaver ; and fet his cunning
to work to divert the ftorm from himfelf. The repulfe of the Englith

“troops at. the:attack of the pettah-at Vandiwalh on- the zoth of

September, .,

and efcaped away to the:

had been re--

Augnft,
September.

rce that had been. affembled
Vadaglriei'ri defended his woods -

Oftobers "
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1759 September, was known in the country, and Was bclievgd, as»t]u
~ French had reprefented it, a fignal defeat. Maphuze Khan had re-
DBLT;‘,? - ceived letters from Baffaulut J u'ng and the government of Pondi-
cherry, which encouraged him to think; that they fthould very foon
overpower the Englith in the Carnatic, when he might expet ta
be fubftituted to his brother Mahomed Ally, who was to be
depofed from the Nabobthip. ‘Fhis correfpondence, and thefe ex-
pectations, the Pulitaver communicated to the king of "I'rzu..faxi't':c":'t.':¢,j
and offered, if he would quit the Englith, and join Maphuze Caun
againft them, to give him  whatfoever: diftricks in the Tinivelly
country might liec convenient to his own. The King immcdiatelyi !
expofed thefe documents to Mahomed Iffoof, and ftanding on
his importance, demanded the ceffion of Calacad and the adjacent
diftri&ts, for which he had {o long ‘contended againft the Nabob's
government, He faid, that more territory than he claimed had
already been recovered with his afliftance; that what might
be refufed by one, would be readily given to him by another;
and that, if he fhould join the polygars, the Nabob’s authority
would never be eftablifhed in the Tinivelly country. Mahomed
Ifloof, whilft perplexed with this dilemma, was informed that
the two eighteen-pounders, with 500 mufkets, which had been fent,
according to his requeft, from Madrafs, were loft at fea; and thab
the two fix-pounders, although landed, were ftopped by the Dutch
agent at Tutacorin. This mifchance gave greater weight to the
king’s arguments, and greater value to his afliftance ; for the force
of Mahomed Iffoof alone was not fufficient to reduce the Pulitaver,
whom all the beft colleries in the country were flocking to defend.
He therefore furrendered the diftricts which the king demanded;
and the Prefidency approved the ceffion: but: the Nabob fufpected
that it had been promifed by Iffoof at his firft interview with the
king, in order to fecure his future affiftance to his own ambitious =
views. :
: As foon as this agreement was fettled, the Travancores moved
November.  again in_conjunétion with his troops. On the 6th of November,
they invefted the wood and fort of Eafaltaver, which was one of
' ' the
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the dependencies of the Pulitaver. The Colleries defended the wood
three days, and then abandoned both; and retired to Nellitangaville.
After this fuccefs, the want of ammunition obliged Mahomed Iffoof
to remain until he received fupplies from Madura, Palamcotah, and
Anjengo. The army of Travancore, to prevent difgufts from dif-
parity of cuftoms, encamped feparately, but in fight of Mahomed
Iffoof’s ; and on the 20th of November, a body of 5 or 6ooo Colleries
attacked the camp of the T'ravancores in open day. Mahomed Iffoof,
on the firft alarm, fent his horfe, and followed with his Sepoys and
other foot ; but the Colleries retreated before they came up, and their
mmblenefs, with the ruggednefs of the country, rendered the pur-
fuit of little avail. They had killed and wounded 100 of the Travan-
cores, before they went off. A day or two after this {kirmifh, Ma-
homed Iffoof received three howitzes, with fome ftores, and a fupply
of ammunition from Anjengo ; and the two fix-pounders with their
thot likewife came up from Tutacorin; he then moved with his allies,
and on the 4th of December fet down before Wathinelore, another fort
dependent on the Pulitaver, much {’cronger than any he had, except-
ing Nelht-mgavdle, from which it 1s fituated twenty miles to the
N. w. and twelve in the fime direGion from Outamaly.

Wathinelore ftood within three miles from the great range of
mountains, at the foot of which ran a thick wood, extending two miles
into the plain, and within 1300 yards of the weft and fouth fides of
the fort ; but turned to a much greater diftance on the north, and to
the eaft the plain was open, and everywhere covered with profufe
cultivation. = A very extenfive pettah, the refidence of fome thoufand
inhabitants, commenced within forty yards, and extended 1200 to
the N. E. of the walls: a thick thorn hedge, with barriers, {urrounded
both the pettah and the fort. ‘The extent of the fort was 650 by
300 yards : it was of mud, but almoft as hard as brick ; it had four
large {quare towers, one at each angle, and feveral fmaller, which
were round, between. Every tower was a {eparate redoubt, enclofed
by a parapet, to command within as well as without the fort : the

accefs to the tower was a fteep ramp, only two feet broad, the en- °

trance a narrow wicket in the parapet; the curtain between the
Vor. IL 4 D towers
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1759  towers had no parapet, and was 'oniy a ram'part-ﬂ"a?ﬁg.an both fi
2 from a bafe of 15 feet to 3 at top; but the flope :’M"'Wiﬁ‘iﬁi‘
Decombets." | ich 1e {harp' than from without, fo-that, if affaulted, the
fenders might eafily run up to the top. The parapets of the tow
have circular holes for the ufe of fmall arms, but no openi
pared for cannon, of which there was not a fingle piece in t
"T'his defcription only fuits Wathinelore, for the other forts it
Madura and Tinivelly countries have parapets ‘with loop-he
their ramparts, as well as to their towers 5 but ‘all are ol
excepting Madura and Palamcotah.  The Colleries on this
the Tinivelly country, poffefs nothing of the uglinefs or de
which generally chara&erize the inhabitants of the hills an
of Tndla. ‘They are tall, well-made, and well-featured.
arms are lances and pikes, bows and -arrows, rockets, and im
tocks, but whether with or without other weapons, every man
frantly wears a fword and 'ﬁ'lié;ld. In battle, the different arms movi
in diftin& bodies ; but the 1;_1;p'cemen ‘are rated the moft
and lead all attacks. This weapon is 18 ‘feet long ; they tie
the point a tuft of fcarlet horfe-hair, and when they ‘attack
add a {mall bell. Without previous exercife, they aflemble ir
column, prefling clofe together, and advance at a long fteady
fome degree of time, their lances inclining forward, “but 2
which the elafticity and vibration, with the jingle, dazzle and
the cavalry ; and their approach is {carcely lefs formidable to
fantry not difciplined with fire-arms. - The importance of W
nelote, and the great force which was come againdt it, bre
{ome thoufands of Colleries to its relief ; ‘but all, excepting 8ior ¢
chofen men allotted to defend the walls, kept in the woods : from
whence every day and night parties fallied, and alarmed@‘ﬁtta&fke&
oneor other, and fometimes both the camps 3 and greater bodies on -
three different days made general attacks on'the batteries, of which
thefe continued interruptions retarded the ‘conftru@ion, infomuch
~that they were not fihifhed until the 26th, 20 days after ‘the arrival |
of the armies ; but the howitzes had commenced 'before. "Theonly =
2 AT T e



Book XI. MADURA AND TINIVELLY.

efficacious gun was the 18 pounder, which Mahomed Iffoof had
brought from Madura, for the reft were only 6 pounders and lower ;
but from exceffive firing, the 18 pounder burft the day after it was
mounted ; and by this time, all the ammunition, as well of the bat-
teries as troops, excepting the quantity which prudence required to
be referved for defence, was expended. However, part of the pa-
rapet of the tower fired upon, was beaten down, and Mahomed
Iffoof refolved to ftorm the next day. Many troops of both armies
waited on the affault ; and as foon as it began, the Pulitaver, with

000 chofen colleries, who had marched in the night from Nelli-
tangaville, iffued from the wood and fell upon the camp of Mahomed
Iffoof, drove away the troops that guarded it, and began to commit
every kind of deftruion. Mahomed Iffoof inftantly fent back a
large body to repulfe them, and continued the affault ; but the gar-

rifon within received double animation from the Pulitaver’s fuccefs,:

which was announced to them by the ufual war-cry and the found-
ing of their conchs. All the other colleries colleted in the woods
appeared likewife, as if on the fame notice, -and in different bands
attacked the troops at the batteries, and at the fdot of the breach ;
and although continually repulfed, continually rallied, and with the
refolution of the garrifon {aved the fort until the evening, and then
waited in the woods to interrupt the renewal of the affault in the
night; but fo much of the referved ammunition had been expended in
the day, that Mahomed Iffoof deemed it dangerous to remain any

longer before the fort, and drew off his artillery. T'wo hundred of his

troops and of the Travancores were killed, but more of the enemy.
The next day he moved to a diftance, and difmiffed the Travancores,
who proceeded through the pafs of Shencotty to their own country,
and Mahomed Iffoof returned with his own troops, and thofe lent
him by Tondiman and the Moravers, to the town of Tinivelly.

>
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HE two artales in the Carnatic continued, during the firft days
" of January, in their encampments near Arcot, equally cautious
of rifquing’any attempt of confequence, becaufe both were waiting

tlie refult of their negotiations to bring Innis Khan with his Morattoes *
to their affiftance. Both offered 60,000 rupees ; ‘but, whilft the -
Englifh' were propofing conditional bills; the French fent rcady '
money, which determined his preference. He arrived on ‘the $th in |
the French camp, with 3660 mounted, and a greater nimber of foot *

plundeérers, who-are called” Pandarums, and always tréop! with the
horfe, as we have deferibed when Bajinrow joined Clivé in‘the fight
near Arni. ‘The nextday, the French atmy filed off from their en-

campment which extended from the fuburbsof Arcot along the fouth
fide of the Paliar, and took the road towards' Trivatore; and, as they-’
were going off, Mr. Lally, with a large body of Morattoes, fome of the *
European horfé, and two field-pieces, crofled the river, ‘and advinced

to Trimuddi, an out-poft, thrée miles in front of ‘the Englith camp -
at'Chinafimundrum:.* A ‘tannonade enfued, but mere guns and troops
coming up, M. Lally retired, and recrofled the rivér : dufing which, -

a body of 200 ‘Morattoes, with whom“Colonel “Coote had treated,
came over from the enemy’s, and joined his'camp. - Int the evening,
‘Colonel Coote - préceeded  acrofs’ the river,” with ar efcort 'of horfe,

and reconnoitted- the enemy’s line of ‘march, -and: fufpetting, that -

they might intend againft Vandivafh, took his ‘meafiires  accord-

ingl}t. Orders were difpatched ‘to qutam ‘Sherlock, who com- -
mzrded
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;;}60. manded in the fort, to defend it to extremity, and to the two coms
‘“——  panies of Sepoys at Trivatore, to repair thither immediately. The
Janorry: 1e army was fent off that night to Covrepauk ; andin

baggage of tl
D D . i 3 il
the morning the whole army moved from Chinafimundrum, where

they had lain eighteen days, and in the evening pitched anew on
the bank of the Paliar, five miles lower down than the ground
which the French had occupied on the other fide. A ftrong poft of
horfe and foot was advanced at fome diftance towards Arcot, and
another on the left, with orders to keep up continual patroles. The
next day paffed without any alarm from the enemy, or intelligence
of confequence concerning them, who neverthelefs were notidle. |
M. Lally had formed another proje&t befides that which Colonel '

" Coote fufpeted ; and, to accomplith it, had not fuffered his army
to advance with half the expedition they might. They were on the
r1th, the third day after they quitted their encampment, no far-

‘ther than Papantanguel, fix miles on: this fide of Trvatore, and:
halted there the greateft part of the day. Towards the evening,
all were under arms, and the flores and. baggage loaded ; but, -
ftead of marching on, he difplayed them on the plain, facing to
.the Paliar, and then exercifed them as if for practice, in large
evolutions, which were calculated to fling the whole line to the |
eaftward,| with all the horfe, Morattoes, as well as Europeans, on
.the right, of whom the outermoft, when the exercife ended, were
fix miles from Papantanguel. ' Having thus whiled away the time
until the clofe of the evening, he continued all on the ground they
{tood until it was dark ; and then feparated the army into two di-

" vifions. 'The horfe, excepting fome which rejoined the fecond, filed,
off, followed by 300 Sepoys, who had formed next to them, and
marched on as faft as they could, keeping together; the reft of the
army, which confifted of all the European infantry, with the =
baggage and artillery, were ordered to follow, but without; ftram.
M. Lally led the firft divifion himfelf; - After a march of 15 miles,7:
in which they had crofled the Paliar, they arrived at eight in, the
morning at Conjeveram; expedling to find in the town the magazints.
of rice which fupplied the Englith army ; but they had no fuch ftore,

& * living
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living on the purchafe of the day ; nor had the inhabitants more than
the common provifion of their houfes ; but in the pagoda was the
hofpital, and a ftock of military ftorcs, under the guard of two com-~
paniés of Sepoys; commanded by Lieutenant Chilfholm, of which the
capture would have been diftreffing: but Mr. Lally having brought no.
cannon made no attempt on the pagoda, and employed his troops

in collefting plunder, and fcfﬁng fire to the houfes of the town;.

during which, the Sepoys, and all the fick in the pagoda, who could
move, came out, and being well acquainted with the ftreets and covers,
continually attacked their {maller parties and ftragglers, and whenever
likely to be over-powered, difappeared. In the evening the enemy
retreated, driving off 2000 bullocks, the moft valuable part of their
booty, loaded with the trumpery they had colle€ted. By this time the
other divifion of the army had arrived at Jangolam, a village on the
bank of the Paliar, three miles from Conjeveram, from whence both.
united, immediately proceeded, and the next day reached Trivatore.
The neareft ground of the French line, whilft marching on this
exploit, was eight miles from the advanced poft of the Englifh camp,
whofe black horfe, awed by the number of the Morattoes, were
afraid to venture, and could not be trufted fo far abroad; and the
European horfe, being only one hundred, were not cven {ufficient
for the neceflary patroles of the camp ; fo that the firlt intelligence
of the enemy’s march was from Lieutenant Chifholm at Conjeveram,
fent as foon as they appeared there. It arrived in the afternoon ;
Colonel Coote immediately fet off with the cavalry, and ordered the
whole army to follow, which was in march before the fun fet, and
before it rofe at Conjeveram, where Colonel Coote, with the cavalry,
had arrived at one in the morning. The way is twenty-one miles.
It was now a month, that Mr. Buffy had a&ed once ‘more in the
field in conjunéion with Mr. Lally 5 and the intercourfe had only
encreafed the averfion. The late errors of Mr. Lally’s operations,
which had loft Vandivafh and Carangoly, without gaining any thing
equivalent by the expedition to Seringham, had lowered his military
chara&er thr_oughout'she army ; and even his own regiment as well

as Lorrain, although the King's troops, began to acknowledge the
; . {uperior
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fuperior talents of Mr. Bufly to conduét the war: the battalion of
India always thought fo. Mr. Lally imputed this nﬁng predlleé‘ﬁ@g'
in the officers to the influence of Mr. Buffy’s money, and amongﬁ%he
foldiers to the intr igues of Father St. Eftevan, a crazy, bufy Jefuit, wh
officiated in the camp, and confefled the regiment of Lortain : hnsgn..
t1pathv no longer liftened to any reftraints. As foon as the a.:;my !3%
turned to Trivatore, Mr. Bufly afked his leave to retire to P d
for the recovery of a painful diforder, which incapacitated lmn fo;
fatlgue but Mr. Lally forbid him in the name of the kmg to quit the
field. He obeyed, and gave his beft opinion concerning the future
operations of the campaign. ¢¢ The Englith, he faid, would not fci
¢ Vandivath taken, without nfquing a battle to fave it, mwhxcht.he

"¢ French army would be deprived of all the force employed i in ﬂqg

¢ fiege; and from t the neceffity of covering it, not mafter of the
¢« of advantages in the aftion : whereas, if the whole of the re
‘¢ troops kept together on the banks. of the Paliar, and detachefl,
¢¢.the whole body of Morattoes to lay wafte the Englith diftrils,

-“_then army would foon be reduced to the neceflity, either of:

¢ giving battle at difadvantage, or of feeking its fubfiftence under
¢¢ the walls of Madrafs.” No advice could be more judicious ; for
the firft divifion of the Morattoes, although .only 1000, had ven-
tured to carry their ravages as far as Pondamalee and Vendalore,
and by cutting off every kind of provifion on every fide, had re
duced the Englith camp to as great want, as they brought abundance
to the French, where th,ey {old the beeves they had plundered at
feven for a rupee, and rice at half its value in any other part of

the country.; and at this very time the Prefidency of Madrafs, angious

for the lofs of their fureft revenues, repented that they had net
bought the Morattoes on their own terms, and were advifing Colonel
Coote to fall back nearer to the adjacencies of the town. But Mr.

Lally fufpected Mr. Bufly’s .advice, as defigned to prevent or dxfpamg:&i
the activity of his own operations ; and on the r4th marched away

:from Trivatore, with a detachment of 500 Europeans, half the

European cavalry, 500 Morattoes, 1000 Sepoys, and four field-pieces,
leaving Mr. Bufly with the main body at Trivatore, as the moft,
1 central
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central fituation, at hand to join his own divifion, if the Englifh army
thould march after it; oriready to oppofe and interrupt them, if théy
thould go againft Arcot, in order to divert the fiege of Vandivath.
On the 14th in the evening, Colonel Coote received intelligence
of Mr. Lally’s larrival at Vandivath, and the next day marched
with his whole force from Conjeveram, crofling the Paliar to the
s. B. inftead of following the enemy by the longer, but bettet road
of Trivatore. On the 17th, they arrived, and encamped near Ou-
tramalore.  ‘This fituation, lying half-way in the road ‘between
Vandivath and Chinglapett, fecured the communication with this
place, and from henee with Madrafs : it likewife had Carangoly in
its rear to the left.  The fort at Outramalore having long been ne-
. ple@ed, was open in feveral parts from top to bottom of the wall ;
but was a much more defenfible repofitory for the ftores and baggage
of the army, than any poft in the open plain. ~
Captain Sherlocke kept 30 Europeans and 300 Sepoys in the fouth
pettah of Vandivath, which Mr. Lally attacked at three in the
morning with all his infantry, in two divifions : the one, in which
the Europeans were marines from the fquadron, was allotted to the
weftern rampart, and only intended to make a diverfion during the
real attack on the oppofite 3 ‘where the Europeans were of Lally’s
regiment, and led by himfelf. - Both divifions were difcovered and
fired upon before they gained the foot of the wall ; and the marines,
unufed to fuch fervices, broke, and ran round to Mr. Lally’s divifion,
who, fuppofing 'them enemies, fired upon' them until ‘the miftake
was difcovered: '« Nothing more was attempted until leight o’clock
the next morning, when all the infantry in one column, with ‘two
field-pieces at their head, advanced againft the {fouth-fide of the
pettah ; but the fire to which: they were expofed, brought the “front
of the'column to a halt without orders. ' Mr. Lally rode up, dif-
mounted, and calling for volunteers, ran to the ditch, and mounted
~ the wall, himfelf the firft. The whole column immediately poured
after him ; and the troops in the pettah, having ‘no orders to defend
it to extremity, efcaped along the Atreets, and regainied the fort
without any lofs in the retreat ; in the whele defence only four or five
had been killed ; but the enemy loft twelve Europeans, befides Se-
Vor. L. 4+ E poys,
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1760:  poys, and more wounded of both. They immediately entranwi '
‘—~— thic openings of the fireets facing: the fort, and: began to raife 3
Januarys battery in the N.E. angle of the pettah, againft the fame tower
which Colonel Coote had breached, and nearly on the fame ground,
A thoufand of the Morattoes had been ordered to obferve the
motions of the Englith army ; but they followed nothing but plunder,
and continued fpreading themielves to. the north of the Paliar; and
as Mr. Lally never rewarded fufficiently to encourage daring fpies,
the firft news he received of the approach of the Englith army, was
on the 17th at fun-rife, by a letter from Mr, Bufly at Trivatore, by
which time they were arrived at Qutramalore. His averfion to the
authority, made him unwilling to accept the information:as authen
tic; andat firft he only ordered part of the army to advance from
Trivatore : but, on farther intelligence, left Mr. Bufly to a& accords
g to his difcretion s who ‘at five in the afternoon marched with the
whole, andarrived at Vandivath before midnight. A
The Englith army arrived at Qutramalore without provifions, and
too much fatigued to march, on, and reach Vandivath, before Mr.
Bufly’s divifion had joined Mr. Lally’s there, which, otherwife, on
their appearance, muft either have retreated, or would have ftood
their ground with great inferiority and difadvantage. The horfe, as
foon as the foot were encamped, went abroad to rummage the villages
for provifions, and the next day the troop of huflars fell in with 50 Mo~
rattoes, of whom they killed one, and took twelve with their horfes.
Still the want of grain continued in the camp, and it was found
that the renter, although he depended on Madrafs, had fold his ftore
to fome agents, probably employed by the French, at Sadrafs ; on
which he was feized, and confined without eating, until the army
was fupplied 3 and his people in a few hours brought enough for the
unmediate want, and promifed more. The featcity had, however,
been no obftacle to the operations of the army ; for Colonel Coote
had refolved not to advance upon the enemy, until they were ready
to affault Vandivath, when he fheuld have his choice of attacking:
either the troops employed againft the fort, or the army which cos
vered them in the plain,  This Mr. Buffy forefaw, and again advifed
. Mr
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Mr. Tally to defift from the fiege until a ‘better opportunity ; and
to keep his whole force together, until the Englith either fought
or retired ; but Mr. Lally as before could not brook inftrution from
the rival he detefted, and perfifted. |

Their battery did not open until the 2oth ; having waited for the
cannon, which were brought 4o miles from the ramparts of Val-
dore, on carriages fent from Pondicherry. They were two eighteen,

and two of twenty-four. By the night of the 2oth the wall of the -

fauflebray was opened. Colonel Coote, on this intelligence, marched
the next day with all the cavalry to reconnoitre the enemy’s fitu-
ation and the ftate of the fiege, and receiving, when near, a meffage
from Sherlocke, that they had breached the main rampart, went
back, and halted at Tirimbourg, a village half way, to which he or-
dered the main body of the army to advance without delay from
Outramalore, but to fend their heavy baggage, for better fecurity, to
Carangoly. ‘They arrived at Tirimbourg in the night; at {un-rife,
Colonel Coote taking with him 1000 of the black horfe, and the
two troops of European, with two companies of Sepoys, advanced
in front of the main body of the army, which he ordered to follow,
but without prefling their march.

The diftance from Tirimbourg to Vandivafh is feven miles; the
road leads from the N.E. to the s.w. The mountain of Vandivafth
lies in the fame dire&tion, extending more than a league in length. The
fort ftands two miles to the s. of the mountain, but nearer ‘to the
weltern than the eaftern end. 'The French army was encamped
dire€tly oppofite to the eaftern end of the mountain, at the diftance
of three miles, and at two to the weft of the fort. The camp was
in two lines feparated by paddy fields ; a great tank covered the left
flank of both lines. At 300 yards in front of this tank, but a little
on its left, was another, and farther on, likewife on the left of
this, another, neither more than 200 yards in circumference, and
both drys; and the bank which furrounded the foremoft tank had
been converted into a retrenchment, in which wete moutited fome

ieces of cannon, which commanded the plain in front, and flanked .

in its whole length the efplanade in front of the camp. -
4E 2 Al
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under the foot of the mountain,; extendmg 'Llong it towalds the
end. ‘Their fcouts brought intelligence of the approach  of C"
Coote’s divifion, on which all mounted, as did the European 1€
in the French camp, and the whole fpread in different bodies acrofs
the plain to the eaft of the mountain. ' Colonel Coote, with 2 "’.
of the black C*W'lhy, followed by the two companies of Sepoys, W
advancing a mile in front of the reft of the cavalry, wlnch q@m.e ;
pofed the divifion he was leading ; and, the, Morattoes fent. fﬁagwm:&,

200 of their horfe, on which he halted, called up the Sepeys,wam!“
inter{perfed them in platoons between the troops of horfe. "'"l; by

The advanced body of the Morattoes neverthelefs pufhed on,tht#,l'['
were ftopped by the fire of the Sepoys, before they came to the
ufe of the fword.  Neverthelefs, they recovered after their wheel,
{tood till within reach of the Sepoys again, then turned agam,é__ ;f
in this manner fell back to their main body, which with the Fre:;gh*
cavalry had gathered, and were drawn up, extending in a line t
the eaft, from the end of the mountain ; 3 jiEhe French on the nghf _
of the Morattoes.

Colonel Coote, whilft halting for the Sepoys, had fent offa meﬁ'cn
ger, ordering up the body of cavalry, which were a mile behind, ané
the firft five companies of Sepoys with two of the field-pieces from the
head of the line of infantry, to come on likewife as faft as they could '
march : the cavalry foon joined him, but more time was re u,lf t&
for the Sepoys and guns, as the line was three miles off. Duhpg
which, Colonel Coote, by continual halts, advanced very ﬂowlym
and the enemy’s cavalry continued on the ground they had chofﬂn,s
At eight o’clock the detachment of Sepoys, with the guns, came
up, when the divifion with Coote were at an afcent, which inter-
cepted them from the fight of the enemy, who, although they had
perceived the cloud of malch had not diftinguithed the two guns
which accomp'uucd the Sepoy s, who, joined by the other two com-
pnues, formed in a line in the rear of the cavalry, with the guns
in the center ; the two troops of European horfe were in the center of
the cavalry in the firft line. In this order the two Lines advanced

againft
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again{t the enemy, who were ftill waitihg for them but when at the
diftance of 200 yards, the cavalry opened from the centre, and brought
them{elves round, divided on each wing of the Sepoys, in' the fecond
line; and the mﬁant the gr ound was clear, the two field-pieces began
quick firing on the enemy’s line of cavalry, which were {etting off to
take advantage of the evolution making by the Englith. The field-
pieces were, one a twelve, the other a fix-pounder, both of brafs ; and
Captain Robert Barker, although he commanded the whole of the
Company’s artillery, had come up with, and now ferved them him-
felf : the effect anfwered' the good-will and dexterity ; the fire was
dire&ted amongft the Morattoes ; and every fhot was feen to overfet
men-and’ horfes, which ftopped their career, but not before they
were within reach of the muiketry of the Sepoys ; and fome of them
on the wings had even rode in amongft the outward of the En glith
cavalry during their evolution ; but the encreafing havock mhlch fell
amongft them foon after, put the whole body to flight, and they
galloped away to their camp, leaving the French cavalry alone, who
were advancing in regular order on their right, againt whom the
ﬁeld-pieces were then directed, which they ftood for fome time, feem-
ing to expect the Morattoes would rally ; but feeing them entirely
gone off, turned and went off themfelves, but fill in order, and
with much compofure.

Colonel Coote advanced with his divifion to the ground they had
quitted, and feeing the plain clear, quite up to the French: camp,
fent orders to his line of infantry to halt, wherefoeverthe ordeér thould
meet_them; until he returned to them himfelf. There were fome
gardens and other enclofures half a mile to the right of the ground

which the French cavalry had occupied, whilft dr awn up in a line -

with the Morattoes extending from the end of the mountain. The
enclofures were good fhelter on neceflity, and the ground beyond them
excellent for the difplay and a&ion of the whole army, which Colonel

Coote having reconnoitred, ordered his divifion to file off to the left;
and to formon this.ground, in the fame order as before ; the cavalry -

in a line in front, the Sepoys in another behind them.
As
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As foon as this difpofition was executed, he rode back
line of infantry, which were halting, drawn up in two line
cordmg to the order of battle he had iffued to the principal officers
in the preceding night. He fignified his intention .of 1eadm§ the
army on to a general action, which was received with acclama ._.
that left no doubt of the ardour of the troops to engage the encmy
they had {o long been feeklng The plain dry, hard, and even, ﬁ‘%
mitted of their marchmg on in the fame order they were dqu,gﬁ
without filing off in columns, {o that they were foon upon the
ground where the advanced divifion were halting, when the cava
wheeled from the right and left, and formed the third line of ﬁ‘
main battle, and the five companies of Sepoys took their place apain
on the right of the firft line : but the two ﬁeld-pieces, fhill attsﬁm.-
by Captain Barker with the two detached companies of Sepoys,hﬁ
apart at fome diftance in front, but to the left of the firft line,

In this array the army ftood in full view of the French camp, ia
which no motions were perceived ; but no firing was heard againft
the fort of Vandivath. Colonel Coote having waited half an heur
to fee the effe& of his appeatafics, rode forward with fome officers
to reconnoitre the enemy’s camp, who fuffered them to approach near,
without cannonading or fendmg out a party of cavalry to mtcﬁmi&
them. 2

The day began to wear, and Colonel Coote, as foon as he ret‘dmei _
to the troops, or dered the whole to file off to the right ; the infantry
marched in two lines at the fame parallels they had drawn up; the
baggage formed a third column on the right, and the cavalry followed
in the rear of all the three. They proceeded towards the fouth fide of
the mountain, bu_'; inclining a little towards the French camp. As femke
as the firft files of the infantry came teo the ftony ground which exi,

"IL

“tends from the foot of the mountain, on which the enemy’s cavalry.

could not a&, the whole halted, and the two lines of infantry ifacing
to the right, prefented themfclves again in order of battle, oppofite to
the French camp, at the diftance of a mile and a half, but .out-
ftretching it on the right; the baggage falling back at the fame time,
gave place to the cavalryto refume their former:ftation as the third fine.

7 ! Ther
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"The Morattoes- were {pread at the foot of the mountain to protet
their own camp, and none of them ventured within reach of the two
guns, which during the march had kept on the left of the firft line;
but fome of the French cavalry came out to reconnoitre, and were
driven. back by their fire. The army halted fome time in this
fituation, in expe@ation that the defiance would bring the French
out of their camp ; but they ftill remained quiet ; which obliged
Colonel Coote to profecute the reft of the operations he had me-
ditated. '

The ground for fome diftance from the foot of the mountain,
is, as under all others in the Carnatic, encumbered with ftones
and fragments of rock. From this rugged ground up to the fort
the plain was occupied by rice fields. The Englith army coaft-
ing the mountain until oppofite to the fort, and then making a

converfion of their lines to the right, would immediately be

formed in the ftrangeft of fituations ; their right prote&ted by
the fire of the fort; their left by the impaffable ground under

the mountain, and with the certainty of throwing any number -
of troops, without oppofition, into the fort; who, fallying with -

the garrifon to the other fide, might eafily drive the enemy

from their batteries in the pettah; from ‘whence the whole of the -

Englith army might likewife advance againft the French camp, with
the choice of attacking it either on the flank, or in the rear, where

the main defences, which had been prepared in the front of their en- -
or arofe from the ufual difpofitions en this fide, would

campment,
become intirely ufelefs.

The Englith army had no: fooner began their march along the -

foot of the mountain, than Mr. Lally perceived the intention, with
all the confequences of this able operation. The camp immediately

beat to arms, and foon after the troops were feen iffuing to occupy -
the ground in front of its line, where the field of Dbattle had been:

previouﬂy marked out.
The French cavalry, 300, riders, all Europeans, formed ‘on the

right 3 next to them were the regiment of Lorrain, 400 ﬁrelocks:. ¥
n
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in the centre, the battalion of India, 7003 nextto them Lally's
400, whofe left were under the retrenched tank, in which :'
pofted the marines or troops from the fquadron, with Poete’s
Ganjam, in all 300, with four field-pieces. Between the retremfdii
ment and Lally’s were three, the fame number between Lal%k
and India, India and Lorrain, Lorrain and the cavalry; m all 16

pieces. Four hundred of the Sepoys of Hyder Jung, whom Mr.Bufly

had brought from Cudapah, were pofted at the tank in the rear of
the retrenched tank where the marines were, whom they were to
fupport on occafion : goo Sepoys were ranged behind a ridgewhich
ran along the front of the camp; and at each extremity of this ridge
was a retrenchment guarded by so Europeans, which coveradg&:n-
entrances into the camp. The whole force drawn out, mf’-'- 1y,
cavalry. and artillery, was 2250 Europeans, and 1300 Sepoys:i
Europeans and 300 Sepoys continued at the batteries againft Vrmﬁiy
vafh ; but none of the Morattoes, although 3000, left the groundmﬂ
protection of their own camp to aflift their allies in this dccjﬁﬁh
hour. ([
The fight of the French army 1ﬂ‘umg into the open plaangfm
Colonel Coote a1l he intended by the preceding operations of the day
He inftantly halted his lmes, which had advanced fome way along the
foot of the mountain. Facingas foon as they halted, the two firft lines
were in order of battle, oppofite but obliquely to the enemy. T)b,ﬁ»
baggage were fent back under the efcort of two companies of Se=
poys, to a:wvillage in the rear, and the cavalry as before took their
place in the third line. bl
The Englith army confifted of 1900 ‘Europeans, of whom 8o
were cavalry, 2100 Sepoys, rz50 black horfe, and 26 field-pieces:
In the firlt line were Coote's regiment on the right,, the Company's
two battalions in the centre, Draper’s on the left; but all vmhqut
their grenadiers ; and 1800 Sepoys were equally divided on theright
and left of the Europeans in this line; in the intervals of whwh.
were 10 pieces of cannon, three on each fide of the Company’s| bat-
talions, and two between Coote’s and Draper’s and the Sepoys, In

the fecond line were all the grenadiers of the army, 300, witha field-
& piece
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piece next, and beyond 200 Sepoys on each of their flanks: the.ca-

valry formed the third line; the 8o Europeans, as before, in the
center of the black horfe; the two field-pieces with the two coms-

panies of Sepoys of the morning fhill continued apart, advanced as

before a little on the left of the firft line.

As the Englifh army were marching up, and before they were
within cannon fhot, Mr. Lally, putting himfelf at the head of the
European cavalry on the right, fet off with them, and taking a
large fweep on the plain, came down, intending to fall wpon
the horfe of the Englith army, which made their third line.
The black horfe, who were nine-tenths of this body, pretended
to wheel, in order to meet the enemy’s, but purpofely confufed
themfelves fo much, that fome went off immediately, which gdve
a pretext to the reft to follow them, and the 8o Europeans were left
alone, who faced and drew up properly to receive the charge, rely-
ing on better aiﬁﬁ‘an(;e. As foon as the intention of Mr. Lally was
underftood, the divifion of Sepoys on the left of the firft line
were ordered to fall back in an angle from the front, ready to
take the enemy’s cavalry in flank as they were approaching, but
performed the evolution with fo little firmnefs, that little hope was
entertained of any execution from their fire; but Captain Barker
with the 2 guns of the {eparate detachment, had watched, and di-
reGting his own by the movement of the enemy, was within point
blank of them juft before they were oppofite and riding in on the flank
and rear of the horfe, where only the European were ready to op-

ofe them, for all the black were gone. In lefs than a minute the
quick firing of the two guns brought down ten or 15 men or horfes,
which, as ufual, threw the next to them, and they the whole, into
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confufion ; and the horfes growing every moment wilder, all turned -

and went off on the full gallop, leaving Mr. Lally, as he aflerts,
fingly alone. If o, he could not have ftaid long where he was, for
the European horfe, on {eeing the enemy’s check, were advancing ;

and many of the black, encouraged by the {ecurity, were returning,

and the whole foon after fet off after the enemy, whom they purfued
in a long courfe quite to the rear of their camp
Vor. IL 4 ¥ The
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"The Englifh army halted ten minutes in attention to this att
during which the French line cannonaded, but beyond the pr
diftance even for ball, and neverthelefs often fired grape, an
ther ‘with any-effeét. The Englifh did not begin to anfw
nearer, and then perceiving their own fire much better directe
ed in order to preferve this advantage, as long as the enemy pe
it to continue, by not advancing from the front-of their camp, |
Lally retiring from the Englith cavalry, and ‘déferted by'hisioy
rejoined “his ling of infantry, which he found fuffering, an
much' impatience, from the Enghih cannonade: his own
{ity concurred with their eagernefs to be led to immediate d
and he gave the order to advance. 'The Englith line was not «
oppofite to the front of the French, but flanting outwards fi
their left, which required the French troops on this fide to adva
much lefs than thofe of their right, who had more ground to wh
in order to bring the whole line parallel to that of the Englith.
Colonel Coote {eeing the enemy coming on gave the final or
ders to his own. -None but the Europeans of the firft and fecond
lines were to advance any farther, The Sepoys on'the wings of bot
and the cavalry in the third line, were to continue where they e
left, and to take no fhare in the battle, until they fhould heres
receive orders how to a&. _
The enemy began the fire of mufketry at one o’clock, but (
Coote intended to refrain until nearer ; neverthelefs the comp
Coffrees, which was inferted in one of the Company’s battali
gave their fire without the order of their officers, and it wa
difficulty that the irregularity was prevented from'extendihg;';__,
lonel Coote was at this time paffing from the right to tﬁé
to join his own regiment, and received two or three fhot ink
cloaths from the fire of the Coffrees. As foon as he arrived at his
Tiegiment they began, and the fire became general through th'e'-"'
ne. - hou
Coote’s had only fired twice, when Lorrain formed in a cohj‘é‘-.-iﬁ
twelve in front: the operation is fimple and. was eirpc;_diﬁb;éﬂf,
Colonel Coote made no change in the difpofition of his regxmenla ?
T
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but ordéred the whole to preﬁ:r\%e’ their next fire ; which Lotrain
coming on almoft at a run, received at the diftance of 5o yards in
their front and on  both their flanks ; it fell heavy, and brought
down many, but did not ftop the column. In an inftant the two
regiments were mingled at the puth of bayonet; thofe of Coote’s
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oppofite the front of the column were immediately born down, but *

the reft, far the greateft part, fell on the flanks, when every man
fought only for himfelf, and in a minute the ground was {pread
with dead and wounded, and Lorrain having juft before fuffered from
the ' referved  fire of Coote’s, broke, and ran in diforder to regain
the .camp.' |Colonel Coote ordered his regiment to be reftored to
order ' before they purfued, and rode himfelf to fee the ftate of the
reft of the line. . '

As he was paffing on, a thot from one of the guns with Draper’s
regiment, firuck ' a-tumbril in the retrenched tank on the left of
Lally’s, where the marines were pofted, ‘and'the explofion blew up
80 men, many of whom, with the chevalier Poete, were killed dead,
and moft of the others mortally hurt. All whoé were near, and had ef~
caped the danger, fledin thefirftimpulfe of terror out of the retrench-
ment, and ran to gain the:camp by the rear of Lally’s, and were joitied
in the way by the 400 Sepoys at the tank behind, who, although
they had fuffered nothing,' likewife abandoned their poft. Colonel
Cootelon the explofion, fent orders by hisaid de camp Captain Izer,
to Major Brereton; toadvance with the whole of ‘Draper’s regiment;
and take pofleffion of ‘the retrenched tank before the enemy’ reco-

vered the confufion which he judged the explofion muft have caufed 5

as in this fituation they would command, under cover, the flank" of

Lally’s regimerit. 'The ground on which Draper’s was ftanding oppo-
fite to Lally’s when the order camie, obliged them, in order'to prevent

Lally’s from enfilading, or flanking 'thern as'coming down), to file off by’
the right. Mr. Buffy, who commanded on:this'wing, had before en-
deavoured to rally the fugitives; of whom he had recovered soor 6o,
and adding to them two platoons of Lally’s, led and pofted them in

the tank, and!then returned to fupport” them with the ‘regiment.

But Brereton’s files kept 'wheeling at a diftance, and moving 4t the
quickeft pace, fuffered little from their fire, and coming upon the
4 F 2 left
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left of the retrenchment, affaulted it impetuoufly, and carried
receiving one fire of much execution from the troops wit it
der which Major Brereton fell mortally wounded, and when fa

refufed the affiftance of the men-next him, but bid them followtheir
viGory. ‘The firft of Draper’s who got into the retrenchment fired

down from the parapet upon the guns on the left of Lally’s, an
drove the gunners from them; whilft the reft, being many more
than required to maintain.the poft, formed, and fhouldered under it,
extending on the plain to the left to prevent the regiment of Lally,

. if attempting to recover the poft, from embracing it on thisiﬁ&e* ‘

Mr. Bufly wheeled the regiment of Lally, and fent off platoons from

its left, to regain the retrenchment, whilft the reft were oppofedto
the divifion of Draper’s on the plain. But the platoons acted faint=
ly, only fkirmifhing with their fire inftead of coming to the clofe
affault. The ation likewife continued only with mufketry, but
warmly, between the two divifions on the plain, until the two field-
pieces, attached to the right of Draper’s, which they had left bg%l

hind when marching to attack the retrenchment, were bmughﬂ{&;

- bear on the flank of Lally’s, who had none to oppofe them; on

which their line began to waver, and many were going off. . Mr..
Bufly, as the only chance of reftoring this part of the battle, P“t%
hilnfelf at their head, intending to lead them to the Puﬂ] of bayag.{:]-
net, but had only advanced a little way when his horfe was ftruck
with a ball in the head, and floundering at every ftep a&erwa-raé,.,l 1
he difmounted ; during which the fire from Draper’s had continu eé,l m
of which two or three balls pafled through his cloaths, and Whﬁ_lh‘”
he alighted only 20 of Lally’s had kept near him, the reft hﬂd‘{”'
ll

thrunk. Two platoons fet off on the full run from Draper’s
to furround them: the officer demanded and received Mr. Buﬂ"y’s‘[t}._’
fword, dnd fent him with a guard into the rear; he was con-
ducted to Major Monfon, who had wheeled three companies of
the grenadiers of the fecond line, and was halting with them
and their field-piece at fome diftance, ready if neceflary to fup-
port the event of Draper’s. Mr. Buffy afked who the troops he
faw were; and was anfwered 200 grenadiers, the beft men in

4 . the
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the army, wlho had not fired a thot; he clafped his hands in fur-
prize and admiration, and faid not a word. '

During the confli on this fide the two centers, which were
compofed of the troops of the two Faft India Companies, had kept
up a hot, but diftant fire; neither chufing to rifque clofer decifion
until they faw the event between Draper’s and Lally’s ; but as foon
as Lally’s broke, the enemy’s center went off likewife, but in better
order, although in hafte, to regain their camp. Many of Coote’s,
in the firft fury of victory, had purfued their antagonifts of Lorrain
up to the retrenchment, by which the fugitives entered the camp:
they might have fuffered by this rafhnefs, if the guard there, as
well as the neareft Sepoys along the ridge, had not taken- fright,
and abandoned their pofts on fecing the rout of Lorrain. It took.
fome time to bring the purfuers back to their colours, when the.

officers, fending off the wounded, formed the reft into- their ranks,.

and afterwards only made the appearance of advancing, whilft.
the reft of the battle remained in doubt, left Lorrain with the Se-
poys fhould rally; to prevent which the four field-pieces on the
Jeft kept up an inceffant fire plunging into the camp..

As foon as the other wing and the center of theEnemy’s army gave:
way, their opponents, the Company’s battalion and Draper’s regiment.
got into order, and with Coote’s, who were ready, advanced to the
purfuit, leaving their artillery behind. - They entered the enemy’s
camp without meeting the leaft oppofition. India and Lally’s had
paffed through it haftily to the other fide, although not in rout as
Torrain’s before. Mr. Lally, after the rout of Lorrain, rode away
to join his own regiment on the left, but on the way faw the. ex-
plofian of the tumbril at the retrenched. tank; the difperfion of the
marines in this poft, and the flight of the Sepoys out of the tank

behind. He was in this inftant near, and intended to {peak to Mr. .
Bufly, but turned fuddenly, and ordered, the Sepoys {tationed along
the ridge in front of the camp to.advance. None obeyed ; and moft-.
of them being thofe of Zulphacarjung who had ferved with Mr. .
Bufly in the Decan, he rafhly fufpeéted treachery, and, unable to .

controul the impulfe of diftraction, rode into the camp to ftop the
fugitives of Lorraip.
The
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Calcutta on the victory at Plafley.  Their congratulatrons to Colonelx
Coote and the army were abundant as their joy.

“The day after the battle {carcely fufficed for the: vanety of ordemp

-neceflary to reftore the army to its ftrength, and to make the difpo~

fitions, by which Colonel Coote, with. his ufual attivity, refolved

to profecute his fuccefs. Captain Wood was jordered to advance
with his garrifon from Covrepauk, and inveft the fort of Arcot;
‘Lieutent Chifholm to fend to Covrepauk the fick and invalids
left by the army at Conjeveram: Madrafs was requefted to fend

to Conjeveram the recovered men of the King’s regiments left
in their hofpital, together with ftores, battering cannon, and.

ammunition : this line was meant to fuftain the fiege of Arcot.

Whatfoever other troops could be fpared from Madrafs were
to be fent to Vandivath, with medicines and conveniences for

the wounded there. The baggage at Outramalore was ordered to |
rejoin the army; a letter was written to Innis Khan, advifing him
to quit the province, with all his Morattoes, without delay, or that

no quarter would be given to any of them wherefoever met. Of=

ders were iffued for 1000 of the black horfe to march to the fouth;

200 fet off immediately to plunder and lay wafte the country bes
tween Allamparvah and Pondicherry : the next day, which was
the 25th, 8oo with 20 of the huffars, under the command of Waf= |
{erot, marched with the fame intent againﬂ' the diftricts between

Pondicherry and Gingee, and were to a& in correfpondence with
the other detachment.

The French army reached Chittapett the next day, where they,

only remained the day after; and then Mr. Lally, without rein=

forcing the garrifon, fell back with all the European force to.
Gingee, fending the Sepoys of Zulphacarjung, of whom he had

{till fufpicions, although Mr. Bufly was taken, to a& under the |

commandant at Arcot, and advifed the Morattoes to renew their in-

curfions to the north of the Paliar. Colonel Coote, on intelligence! !
of Mr. Lally’s retreat, and the little care he had taken of Chitta=
pett, refolved to attack this place before he marched againft Arcot.
The baggage from Qutramalore, waiting for fome flores from

Chinglapett, did not arrive until the 26th. In the fame evening, a
detachment
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detachment marched from Vandivath, and the next Amorping in-
vefted Chittapett, Wheul;.]:tg,comnmndant De , Tilly, :efufc& tg fm—
render. -On the 28th, the whole army encamped vnthm ‘calinl(}Tn-L
thot; and the commandant fill perfi ﬁmw in his 1efufal a battery of
two. eighteen~pounders, was. ereéted in the night, agmnﬁ the N. Bl

angle, anda howitz was planted in the pettah, to cnﬁlade the nprth

line of . the' rampart. ; The. fire, opened_ at five the next ‘mormning

and- thc breach was: nezuly pra&.tcable by elev TER whcn a ﬂag of f

truce appeared,. and. De. Tilly furrendered without terms. The
garrifon confifted of four commdﬁoned officers, and 52 private Eu-
ropeans, with 300 Sepoys. In the hofpltalq were 7 73. Emopeans,

wounded in the late battle. - Thc m‘nllcry were nine pleces of cau-:
non ;- thf: ftose of ammumtzon Was coni}derdbrle, and 'unongﬁ the

arms were! 300 excellent muﬂ.ets, Wh.l(;h, were ﬂlﬁi;bptcd ampngf’c

the Img,hth Sepoys. . The. garrifon. reported that a pzuty, vnth two

field-pieces, -were m’trchlllgrfrom .ﬁrcot\ an.d (}_mgee, haﬂng taken'
the rowid-about road by Arni; and T;momalee 3 on; Whl(;‘h C'lp_tam
Stephen Smith was detached, with 200 black horfe, and two cbm-'
panies-of &pqys, to intergept them. .

-In the mean time, the horfe fent to the fouthwarc"i had performeci
t]}eﬂ ‘miffion, withr great alacrity, having busnt 84 villages, and fivept
away [8000 head of cattle, many. of , “thh were of thofe the Mo-.
rattoes had taken on, the north of the Pahar, and fold. 1 tp whomfbr,
ever would buy. them, at four-pmce a head The whole colle&ion
was driven under different convoys to dewﬁh Carangoly, and
Outramalore, and. more. thaﬂ reflored the number, which thefe
diftriés had  loft. . Behdes wlmt they:. had fold,- they - had drneu
away a great multitude of the: beft cattle into the vallies k:admg_
from Lalliput to Damalchem which they intended to ﬁmd with
the reft of their booty, to their own countyy on the other ﬁde the
hills 3 ‘but the menaces. and Iiu;cq;fs af Colonel, Cootc raifed appre-
henfions. in Innis Khan, t.hat hcrm;ght :1fquc t],xe lofs of this
plunder, if he continued any longer, in .the provinge. He therefore
quitted Arcot, with all his Morattoes, on the fame day that Chit-
tapett furrendered 3 and continued his. mmch rhrough the pafs, from

Vor. II. 4 G whence
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1760. whence he wrote to. Mr. Pigot, that'he thould at any time here
“—— after be ready to'wait on him with his troops, if they ' could' agree
Jusary. upon the terms. o F T
On the géth, intelligence was received from' Captain' Wood, that
he had marched with his garrifon of Covrepauk to Arcot, and found
the Sepoys of Zulphacarjung firongly pofted in the fireets of the
town ; he nevc‘rthe'lefs attacked ‘them, and after much! ﬁ‘fingidrm‘f'é;]
Sem from their {ffands, 'with confiderable lofs on their fide, and
little on his own. They retreated out of the town, as the garrifon in
the fort did not want their fervice. ‘On the 31, the army, which had
moved by two fucceffive divifions, encamped near Armni, where they'
were rejoined by the detachment fent with Captain Stephen Smith;
who had taken the party they had been fent after, which was much!
lefs than had been reprefented, confifting only of 20 Europeans
and 50 Sepoys, <fcorting two brafs field-pieces, which Mr. Lally
had ordered from Arcot.” Captain Smith had likewife picked up
three commiflaries, who were travelling to Pondicherry in'‘their
pallankeens. T ' g
February. The next day, which was the firlt of February, Colonel Coote,
with the firft divifion of the army, joined Captain Wood in the
town of Arcot, having left the fecond with Major Monfon, to attack
Timery, which lies in the road. 'This fort being very {mall, al-
though well-built, only fhells were fired, which before the evening
reduced the garrifon to furrender : they were one ferjeant com-
manding 20 foldiers, and 6o Sepoys, with five pieces of canpon.
"The next day Major Monfon arrived at Arcot, and all immediately
 fet to work in ere@ing batteries, for which Captain Wood had pre-
pared the materials, and had nearly finifhed one on the north face of
the fort. '

The defences of the fort had been greatly improved fince it was
defended by Captain Clive, againft Rajahfahib, in 1752, The Englifh
had contributed moft ; but the French finithed what was intended,

 but left undone by them, when they abandoned the fort on Mr.
Lally’s approach ‘to Madrafs. The ditch was moftly in the folid

rock, and had every where been dug to man height : the fauflebray
e was
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Book XII. . .. SIEGEOF ARCOT. |
was clear, 'but open 3 -being neither fkirted with a parapet-wall, nor
even with a palifade : a glacis, and a covered way, had been carried
round the fort ; and from the center of the north-fide of the covered-
way proje&ted a ftrong ravelin, mounting fix guns, round which
the glacis was continued ; a gate with a draw-bridge communicated
with this ravelin : _the narrow rampart of the old wall bad in many
places been-widened, and ramparts raifed o it, for the ready running
up of camnon ; each of the towers, of which there were twenty-
two, was rendered capable of a gun of any fize, thofe at the four
angles-would admit three, and the platforms, of the, two. gateways
more.. 'The extent of the fort from the weftern to.the caftern fide is
nearly 8oo yards; the eaftern face 3503 but the fouthern wall, re-
ceding as it ftretches to the eaftward, reduces the eaftern face to
260 yards, of which go are occupied in the middle by a gate-way,
and the main rampart on this face had only the two towers in. the
angles. e Wzl

Two batteries were raifed to the Eaft; one,
.1 the front of fome houfes, ftanding at the diftance of 360 yards,
nearly oppofite to the rampart between the gateway and the tower
in the angle on its right ; and was intended to breach in thel interval :
the other battery was onthe left of this, but oo yards nearer; it mount-
ed only two guns, of which, one was to difmantle the tower in the
angle to the right of the gateway, and the other the angle onthe right
of the gateway itfelf, A 'battery: of three guns was raifed  to the
fouth, neatly oppofite the's.w. angle of the fort, and bore upon the
tower in this angle, and the two. next to the eaftward.. This battery
was: at the diftance of 200 yards, where a few houfes gave {helter
to the guards, and covered thesworktmen in the outfet of the ap-
proaches. ' The fourth battery was that raifed by Captain Wood on
the north: it ‘was td the left of 'the favelin, at the diftance of zoo
yards, and mounted two gun s, which were to plunge over the ravelin,
in order to break the drawbridge behind, by which the ravehn com-
municated acrofs the ditch with the body of the fert: but this bat-
tery 'was of little ufe becaufe it enfiladed no part of the rampart,

and the ravelin it fired upon bore ‘only- one - gun againft the twe
4+ G2 - batteries

of three embrafures
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. réo 'I)'ltteues to the eqﬁward and i cafe’ thc ”binﬂ > thould ber Bﬁﬁé
‘_i""'“ . the gnard would be withdrawn into: the foft, where their {ervice, }
g if the breach fhould be affaulted, would be ‘of 'more detriment! ﬂf& ]
their continuance in the ravelm s and the battéry was emplofﬂ
htC&l]fC’ it was ready. HALD e ehele) s
‘On the 3d and 4th, whzlﬁ the batt@nes were' @omﬁismayng;lfghe .
attifon ‘threw many fhells fo interrupt the ‘work, butihe men‘wese
mrt by tliem.  On the sth, ‘all the three batteries opened ;- ‘and the
gl rifon ftill cmltmumg their thells, returned likewife on all fides
wiih more cannon than fired upon them ; and'a foldicr was kalled
on the N. E. attack, and four 'trtrllery-mem'te ithe fouth. ! On the
6th; the enemy difmounted two guns in'the battery of three to the
e'zﬂ, in which two Europeans were’ killed :and two wounded, and
two were likewife wounded at the fouth’ battery.. This'day, 200
collof-Thells arrived from Madrafs, 'inftead of eight-mch fhells for
the howitz, which was the only piece of bombarding artillery with
the afmy ;- no powder came with the fhélls; and from the defence,
the ftock in camp fecemed likely to” be exhaufted before the place
could be'opened toaffault 3 and:thot: grew equally. foarce. - Fous =
hundred bullocks were therefore:fent off: ta biinga fupply-of’ beth
frony" Madrafs; with two eightben-poundérs to replace the two which
Had beesr difimounted.. In. the night: between the 6th and:the 7th,
the armybegan their approaches from both attacks, On the 7ths
two eighteen-pounders arrived from Chinglapett; bnﬁ.,ﬁtmn the want
of ferviceable bullocks they were accompanied b}z only 50, thot, and
50 barrals of powder expeéted with them were fill lagging on the
road. | From the preceding to the prefent, evening,, only one man
was killed, and two wounded. | The approaches were puthed on all
mght ; and the next day, which-was the eighth of the month,, ars
rived ‘the  powder from Chinglapett, and a quantity, was. difcovered |
buried in ‘one of the houfes of the town ;. but/all, the fThot were
{o nearly expended' that, at four in the afternoon, Colonel. Coote
beat ai parley; in order to get time to pick up what the enemy had
fired. - 'The French officer, Captain: Hufley, aceepted. the meflage,
which iwas a:fummons: to: furrender, as he, could ‘expe& no fue-
A cours &
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cours : 'liefén-ﬁvere&, that wot a man had been Killed in the fort;
but 'that Re was willing to {urrender it, if mot relieved before,
at ‘the ‘end of fix days, on condition the garrifon fhould be free,
have the honours'of war, and retire to Pondicherry: This to and
fro lafted two houts, when the fiting was renewed until dark. The
lofs this'day’ was only one man killed, and two wounded. ' In the
night, the trenches to the s. were ‘pufhed on with much diligence,
and the garrifon employed every means to interrupt their progrefs,
cannon and thells from the body of the place, mufketry, grenades,
and fire-balls, ' which {et on fire the blinds, gabions, and fafcines of

the advancing’ ‘fap, dangeroufly wounded Enfign Macmahon, who'

conduéted it, killed one, and wounded ten more of the men em-
ployed. Neverthelefs, the fap before the morning was very nedr

the foot of the glacis, With the day, which was the gth, the bat-

teries, having received fome more fhot from' Chinglapett, continted,

and by noon their fire had opened both breaches to fix feet of the
bottom of the rampart 3 and had difmantled the towers that flanked

them : but ftill the ditch remained to be filled, and no lodgement

was yet made in the covered way. Great thérefore was the furprize,:

to fee 4 flag, “followed by ‘a voluntary offer of ‘furrendering the next
day, if allowed the henours of ‘war'y which, as' before, “implied
that the garrifon were not to be made prifoners. - Colonel Coote re-
fufed ; and foon after came another letter, offering ‘as the condition,
‘that they might all retire to Pondicherry on' cheir paroles' not to

ferve again. Colonel Ceote replied, that he fhould-allow the officers-

and men whatfoever belonged to'thein, ahd'-g'?ood treatment ; but re-
ferved the right of difpofing of their perfons: at the fame time, he
invited the commandant to fupper, who came. ‘The fort was clofely
furrounded during the night, to prevent’any of the garrifon from

efcaping ; and early the next morning, the grenadiers’ of the ‘army-
took pofieflion of the gates. The garrifon confifted of 11 officers, .
three of whom were captains, and 236 foldiers and' artillery-men, -

in all'247 Buropeans, and nearly the fame rumber of Sepoys: The ar-
tillery were 4 mortars, and 22 pieces of cannon, of which fome

were eighteen-pounders’ therel was! Hkewife' a ‘plentiful’ ftock of -
1 A ek ! : (e ammuBition, -
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ammmunition, and military ftores of all kinds, The batteries muft
1"—b-'v--‘ have ceafed firing the next day, until convoys arrived = the garrife

ebruasys 3 d not loft three men, and the fort might have held out ten days
longer before the affault by ftorm could be rifqued.  They extes

nuated the early furrender by the certainty of not being relieved.

It required the refpite-of fome days to refit the wear and tear) which

the army had endured duringthe adtivity of the late operations ; for

all the carriages were fhattered, all the men wanted cloathing, and

all the bullocks were fore. _

Colonel Coote, in confideration of Mr. Bufly’s generofity to the
Englith fa&tory when he took Vizagapatam, had permitted him to
repair to Pondicherry from the field of battle, immediately after he
was taken. He arrived there the next day, and reprefented the defeatas
far from irretrievable,  On the z5th in the evening, came in Mr
Lally, and the troops were following from Gingee to Valdore, His
ill fuccefs, and the abandoning the field, rendered him {hll more
odious than ever. No inve&ive, -howfoever unjuft, was fpared.
Cowardice borrowing courage from drunkennefs was imputed as the
caufe of wwrong difpofitions, redrefled by worfe, until the battle was:
loft, and the retreat to Pondicherry as a defign to lofe the city, m
revenge for the univerfal deteftation in which he was held. Mg

Neverthelefs, the beft ability and will would have been perplexed
what meafure to purfue after the defeat. The neceflity of refurnifh-
ing the army with the ftores and artillery they had loft; would alone
have required them to fall back nearer to Pondichery ; and the pro-
te@ion of the diftri&s in' the rear of Alamparwah and Gingee now
became of great concernment ; for fince the lofs of Mafulipatam, of
the northern provinces, and of their fettlements in Bengal, very little
grain in proportion: to the former importations had been brought
to Pondicherry by fea; and the diftreffes for money to anfwer more
immediate calls had hitherto prevented the government from laying:
in a ftore of provifions 3 fo that their greateft refource at this time
was from the harvefts in thefe diftricts, which was ripe and gather-
ing in. 4
The interruptions continually oppofed by the garrifon of Tritchi- -

nopoly to the French troops remaining in the ifland Seringham, had
prevented
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prevented the controllers, appointed to manage thefe diftrifts, from
colle@ing enough to defray the expences of the late expedition,
although the revenues, if unmolefted, would have furnifthed
more: Mr. Lally had ordered the whole to return, and ex-
peéted they would join him before Vandivath. They were, befides
the 300 European in Seringham, two detachments lately fent from
Pondicherry, with ftores and ammunition, who were arrived, and
halting at Utatore. The manager appointed to collect the revenues,
who was a counfellor of Pondicherry, thought that matters would
mend, when he fhould be reinforced by the detachments at Utatore,
and ventured to difobey the orders. The Nabob and Captain Jofeph
Smith at Tritchinopoly refolved, as the beft means of preventing
the arrival of the detachments, to get pofleffion of the fortified pagoda
of Pitchandah, on the farther bank of the Coleroon, which terminates
the “only high road leading from Samiaveram and Utatore into the
fland of Seringham. The pagoda was reported to be garrifoned only
by a company of Sepoys, with a few Europeans.  Accordingly Cap-
tain Richard Smith, who was recovered of his wound, crofled the
river on the 28th of December, and took the command of the coun-
try troops, and thofe from the garrifon, which had continued at
Samiaveram fince the defeat of the French party, which had ad-
vanced afew days before. ' Early the next morning, Captain Jofeph
‘Smith moved with a party from the city, and began to cannonade
the pagoda of Seringham from acrofs the Caveri, in order to divert
the French troops from fending a reinforcement to Pitchandah ; for
the attack of which, his fire upon Seringham was to be the fignal.
The troops from Samiaveram were in time on their ground near
Pritchandah. ‘The two field-pieces which were to beat down the
gate were in the road; the oxen were caft off from them, and they
were to be dragged the reft of the way, which was 5o yards; to a
choultry withmn fix yards.of the gate. ' The troops were not difco-
vered until they had got under the wall, and were fixing the fcaling-
Tadders: the garrifon, more numerous than {uppofed, fired hotly
from the walls, ‘and efpecially on the field-pieces. Moft of the Eu-
ropeans in the detachment were foreigners, and none of thofe employed

in bringing onthe field-pieces liked the fervice ; and to encourage them,
Captain
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1966, CaptainSniith and Licutenant/Horne pulled themfelves. at the g '
mr" th’eir_ examialcf‘bl'ought-.,more--ﬁﬁﬂzmbe s batof ten, who swere b thy
12 gun with Senith, tiwowere thot deadsrand threerwounded, rbe&zmz%
oot them into'the choiltry; wheiadfew réurddsbraight downithe
gate-way 3 in “this inftant captain Smith received a ball underthis
thouldet, which totally difabled him, LicutenantHore then took his
place and endeavoured to. lead the men to the aflault, but, theh&gfagh.
ment had fuffiéted o {evercly that none would follow himj he, hows
ever, prevailed on them to abide, and bring off the wounded; and the
two guns. Soon aftes, ace rtain/account was received of the firength of
the French parties atUtatore;which-appeared an overmatch for the dif-
pirited troops at Samiaveram 3 nor could "T'ritchinopoly {pare a rein-
forcement equal to what the Freneh troops in the ifland might thep
fafely fend to af in conjunétion with thofe coming from Utatores the
whole detachment at Samiaveram were therefore recalled, and ars
rived the fecod of February at. Tritchinopoly. Their retreat re-
lieved the. French treqp's in the pagoda of Seringham. from
great diftrefs; for they had little ammuaition left, and ftreight-
ened towards the Caveri by the garrifon. of Tritchinopoly, aad
on the other fide of the ~Coleroon by  parties from the . ens
campment at Samiaveram, they could meither venture out . to. feek;
nor the country people to bring them in provifions ; - {o that all their
fubfiftence, for. feveral days, -had been what they bad plundered
from the bramins in the pagoda, whofe houfes they pulled down for
fire-wood to drefs the victuals they found in them. e
 "T'hie French troops at Utatore having waited for fome ftores, which
were lagging on the read, did mnot arrive at Seringham until the
8th :: they were 140 Europeans, fiye pieces of cannen, and 600 S
poys 3 and brought with them a competent ftock of ammunition and
{pare arms. A day or two after their arrival, 200 of; their Eurg-
‘peans, with 600..Sepoys; jcommanded by Huflan Ally, marched
againft Totcum, which had been taken for the Nabob -on the 26th
of December. The garrifon left in it were four companies of
Sepoys, under ‘the command of twos European ferjeants; allof
whom; -although there/were guns in: the fort, behaved very ill, and
modas ot bas 3} sl boatal i -l vk ol e i RS
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furrendered the place before any impreffion had been made on the
-walls,

At the fame time that Mr. Lally recalled the troops from Sering-
ham, he likewife ordered the fort of Devicotah to be evacuated 3 and
the garrifon, having made feveral breaches in the walls and towers,
‘marched away in thf:. beginning of February, but left a company of
Sepoys in the pagoda of Atchaveram, which ftands five miles inland
of Devicotah.

Captain Jofeph Smith, on this intelligence, detached two compa-
nies of Sepoys, under the command of ferjeant Sommers, on whofe
approach the French Sepoys at Atchaveram were reinforced by ano-
ther company from the pagoda of Chilambarum, with which they
marched out, .and met Sommers’s detachment on the plain, who
routed them completely, taking five ftand of their colours, with foulr
.of their officers, and, befide the Sepoys who were killed, many were
drowned in the hurry of croffing the Coleroon. Immediately after
this encounter, Sommers proceeded, took pofleflion of Devicotah,
~and began to repair the breaches. _

The news of the viory at Vandivafh reached Tritchinopoly on
the goth of January, and cleared at once the cloud of de{pondency
svhich had overwhelmed the Nabob ever fince he left Madrafs te
proceed thither. He pitched his tent, difplayed his great ftandard,
and declared his intention of returning into the Carnatic; but
waited until the French troops fhould be removed from Sering-
ham ; and his with was foon gratified; for Mr. Lally, on his
arrival at Pondicherry, difpatched a fecond orderpsunder the fe-
vereft penalties of difobedience, for all the troops between Vol-
condah and Tritchinopolyto join his army without delay.  They
hoped to coneceal their retreat from the garrifon of Tritchino-
poly, and made the preparations with all fecrecy; but fome of
the Malabars employed by them were natives of :this. part of
the country, who, folicitous to fecure pardon, if nat favour,
with the change of government, gave immediate and conftant intel-
ligence to Captain Jofeph Smith, who made ready to take fuch ad-
vantages as ufually occur, when troops retreating are purfued. The

Yor. 11, 4 H : . whole
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1760. whole body of the Erench troops were 450. Europeans and Coﬁ_'_}:ee,:s:{’!'
“—~— and 1200 Sepoys; of which 150, with the commiflary, were in the
ik pagoda of Jumbakifina. The retreat was appointed at nine at night, -
on the 6th of February ; of which previous intelligence was brought:
to Captain-Smith ; and:almoft the whole garrifon of Tritchinopoly:
were on the bank of the Caveri, oppofite to the pagoda of Se-
ringham, ready to move as foon as the enemy. The notices were:
punétual ; and the firft divifion of the Englifh troops entered the,
fouth gate of the pagoda as the laft of the French were going out of
the oppofite: the reft of the Englith troops: marched round the.
pagoda to the weft, When all were united on the north ﬁdé,_t—hcyl- i
advanced to the bank of the Coleroon, and, when nearly oppofite to:
Pitchandah, heard the found, and thought they faw the motion of a/
line of men marching acrofs them to pafs the river. Captain R. Smith,
who led the the troops of the garrifon, formed in order to receive or at-
tack the ftrangers; but Captain Jofeph coming up bid him not fire,,
becaufe he had ordered the troops of the polygar T'ondiman, whichhad
for forme time attended the garrifon, .to advance between .the pagodas
of Seringham and Jumbakifina, and what troops they now defcried !
might as probably be them, as.a part of the enemy; ‘who they really
were, being thofe moving from Jumbakiflna to join their main body :-
they were foon after afcertained by a black fervant of R. Smith’s,
who had ftraggled into. their line, and talking, was anfwered in
French. On which the Englith troops immediately proceeded, and
began: to enter the bed of the Coleroon, as the enemy were leavs
ing the farthertbank, who. in. their hurry flung away fifty barrels:
of gunpowder,. which were recovered; and. they. deftroyed a
tumbril of gun-ammunition at Pitchandah. But their line never
fropped until they got to Utatore.. The, Nabob’s horfe followed,.
hanging in- their rear, and continually picked up a. deferter ora
prifoner, in all 30 Europeans, or -fomething belonging to. their
equipages-and ftores ;-but the infantry, black and.white, halted atSa~
miaveram until the horfe returned, which was the next day ;.whena
detachment of 1000 Sepoys,. and 50 Europeans, with two guns anda
gohorn, and part. of the Nabob’s horfe, marched under the coms
2 ' mand’
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mand of lieutenant Horne, againft Totcum and Cortalum : at the fame

time, all the other troops returned from Samiaveram to T'ritchinopoly ;
and, befides what had been gathered in the road, brought in two excel-
lent eighteen-pounders, which the enemy had left in the pagoda of
Seringham. The Nabob, folicitous to make his new appear-
ance in the Carnatic with as much figure as poflible, requefted Jo=
{eph Smith to go, and afk 500 horfe of the king of Tanjore. The
king was ill, and with difficulty admitted the vifit, but promifed
every thing, and referred the adjuftment to his Dubbeer, or minifter,
which, amongft the Indians, is equivalent to the Duan of the Ma-
homedan princes. The Dubbeer, notwithftanding the late fuccefles
of the Englith arms, infifted, that the Nabob thould furnith the
pay and expences, which he knew would not be complied with ; and
Captain Smith returned, as he had expetted, without obtaining a
fingle horfeman. In the mean time, Haflan Ally had abandoned
Totcum, on the appearance of lieutenant Horne’s detachment, but
went away with the garrifon, which were 400 Sepoys, to reinforce
Cortalum. Lieutenant Horne followed him ; and here the enemy
made a ftand for three days, until a battery wvas raifed, when they
all went off in the night, leaving a gun and fome ammunition in
the fort. Some Sepoys were left in both, and the reft of the de-
tachment returned to the city ; where the Nabob was making, with
accuftomed tediouinefs, the preparations for his departure.

The ravages which had been committed by the Englifh cavalry,
in the diftri@s around Pondicherry, brought forth a part of the
French troops from Valdoor; but not before the cavalry were gone
off with their plunder. The French detachment, feeing nothing
to oppofe them, advanced within 20 miles of Carangoly ; which,
on intelligence of their approach, the Prefidency reinforced
with 40 Europeans. Captain Prefton had already been fent to
command there; and on the 6th of February Colonel Coote had
detached so0 black horfe, and 2o huffars, from the fiege of Arcot,
with orders, if Prefton thould think proper, to lead them againft the
‘enemy’s detachment, who, gaining intelligence of their march be-
fore they had reached Carangoly, retreated faft 3 and on the 8th, 27
huflars with their horfes deferted and came to Vandivath, where

A H 2z ‘ they
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they were enlifted in the Englifh fervice. Mr, Lally, on hear
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ing that his detachment was retreating, and that Arcot
prefled, took a fudden refolution of marching - with all the reft
of the cavalry, in order, as he gave out, either to throw rcin!fd‘ii

FIDTOMES

ments into Arcot, or to retake Chittapett by furprize, and -re'l‘-._: :
the wounded prifoners there; but the cavalry, when drawn out,
mutinied, refufed to proceed with him, and all went out oftl;e
bounds, as if they intended to go over to the Englith gagrifons ; théi}
officers however brought them back ; but fuch was the general dif-
content for want of pay, that feveral of the common foldiers were
overheard, in the night of the 11th, propofing among themfelves g;?
tutn the guns in the ramparts againft the government houfe, as the
only means of bringing Mr. Lally to reafon. He immediately re~
prefented the depofitions of the witnefles to Mr. De Leyrit and the
Council, who, having no money in the public treafury, propofed ex-
pedients, which Mr. Lally did not approve. ~All the country in the
rear of Vandivafh and Chittapett, quite up to Pondicherry, had
been let for five years to two of the European inhabitants of the co=
lony, at the rent of 1,450,000 rupees a year: they were applied to
in this exigency, and anfwered, that they had no money, having
been difappointed of much they expeéted by the lofs of Van-
divath and Chittapett ; on which the Malabar, to whom Mr. Lally
had rented the diftriGs round Arcot, whilft they remained under
his authority, offered to advance j5o,000 rupees in ten days, and
80,000 in twenty more, if what remained of the diftricts let to
the two Europeans were leafed out to him, with the addition of
all the country to the fouth of Pondicherry, as far as Chillambarum
and the banks of the Coleroon. His: propofal was accepted ; but;'
the prefent affiftance he fupplied could not ferve long, and the fu-
ture depended on the protetion of the countries : they were farmed
to him at 1,750,000 rupees a year. _
'T'his arrangement was not approved by the council, becaufe_tﬁtjij;" _
doubted of the credit and integrity of the Malabars ; and, perhapf's'; !
becaufe it was a {uperceffion of their own authority in the admini-
ftration of the revenues. Immediately after, arrived intelligence of

e
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the lofs of Arcot, which with that of Chittapett gave new {cope to
the imputations againft Mr. Lally. It was faid, that he himfelf had
declared, the one incapable of holding out four days, the other not
‘more than five. 'Why then leave in them 400 Europeans, fo much
wanted in his own army, to fall a certain prey to the Englith? But

this condud, as his retreat to Pondicherry, was not void of juftifi-
cation 3 for, had he withdrawn thefe garrifons, the Englith army, .

haying nothing to apprehend in their rear, might have immediately
followed him to Gingee,and from thence to the adjacencies of Pondi-

cherry, when the produce of the country, fo neceflary to ftore Pon- -

dichery, would have fallen under the power of the enemy, whom the
neceflity of reducing Chittapett and Arcot had turned another way s
and, befides the time they muft employ againft thefe. forts, other
delays might concur to keep them {till longer at a diftance.

‘The Englith army, after the reduction of Arcot, encamped with-
out the town, towards Velore. ‘The Kellidar Mortizally trembled
for his fort ; and having been very complacent to the Englifh, fince
the French had been repulfed from before Madrafs, he now intreated
the Prefidency to fpare the attack, and- fent a prefent of 30,000
rupees- to Colonel Coote ; who refufed it, fignifying, that he was
not empowered, either by the Nabob or the Prefidency of Madrafs,
to levy tributes. - The Kellidar replied, that it was intended as. a
homage to himfelf, a great commander, according to the cuftom of
the country ; on which the money was accepted, and appropriated
to the general ftock of prize-money for the army.

The army had not reftored its equipments {ufficiently to move
_ from the neighbourhood of Arcot until the 2oth of February, and
even then left behind two eighteen-pounders and a ten-inch howitz,
which were not repaired. They halted this day at Timery, and
500 Sepoys, with 100 black horfe, were difpatched with Captain
Stephen Smith againft Trinomaly. The next day the army. en-
camped under Arni. The Kellidar of this fort, which is con-
fiderable, and a fief belonging to the king of Tanjore, had condutted
himfelf with fo much hofpitality to both fides, that neither the

French nor the Nabob confidered him as an enemy. On the 23d
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they arrived at Chittapett, when intelligence was recewcd
Stephen Smith, that he had got pofleffion of the pettah of '3
nomaly . but that the troops in the fort feemed refolved
out. 'The pettah could not be maintained without the fort; 2
pofleflion of the fort was at this Juné’curc of much confequence
detachments might harrafs and interrupt convoys of pro
coming from the country in the rear of the army, when a
to the fouthward. - Colonel Coote therefore reinforced Srtcphen Smith
with two twelve-pounders, and 5o Europeans, who were French
deferters, lately incorporated into a company under the command
of one of their own ferjeants; they were called the French Volun=
teers, and were intended to be employed on hazardous fervices ; -ht{
this did not prove one; for, although the guns could not breach,
the garrifon offered on the 29th to give up the fort, if they were
permitted to march out free whither they pleafed, with their arms i
and baggage ; ‘their terms were accepted : they were 250 Sepoys,
and left {ix pieces of cannon, and a confiderable quantity of ammu-
nition, in the fort. Of the Englifh detachment, one of fhe‘volunq |
teers and a Lafcar were killed, and a Sepoy wounded, durmg ﬁeﬁ :
attack. et 11"
On the 23d, Rear-Admiral Cornifh arrived at Madrafs, with k
thips of the line. They were the {quadron which had failed under
his command from England, and met Mr. Pococke, with his ﬁn s
off Pondicherry in O&ober, whom they accompanied to Telhchcftr: |

from whence they failed again for the coaft of Coromandel on ’ﬂm
1 5th of December, whilft Mr. Pococke, with hisewn, was procee&-

e

‘ing to Bombay. Contrary winds and currents had retarded their pﬁ-a

fages from one coaft to the other. The crews had received veiy
little refrefhment from land everfince they left England about thl;s
time in the preceding year, and many were down with the feurvy. -
The army marched from Chittapett on the 26th, ftriking acrdfs
the country to the s.E. On the 29th in the forenoon they arrived .
and halted at Tondivanum, a town of much refort, at which meet

the high roads leading from Chittapett, Vandivath, Outramalore,
and Carangoly, towards Pondicherry, from which place it is 30
miles
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miles diftant to the ~. . In the other dire&tion of the country,
it ftands nearly midway between Gingee and Alamparvah on the
{ea-fhore; and on its left, five miles towards Alamparvah, is a forti-
fied rock, called Permacoil. 'The wars between the two nations
having never before brought any decifion before this place, it had
hitherto remained neglected by both: But as foon as the French

army fell back towards Pondicherry, Permacoil became of impor- -

tance to the protection of the intermediate diftrits ; and Mr. Lally,
immediately after the defeat of Vandivath, had prevailed on the
Kellidar to admit a party, with fome cannon, into his fort; but the
ealy reduétion of Chittapett and Arcot made the Kellidar repent of

his hafty compliance ; and, as {foon as the Englith army were return- -
ing from Arcot to the fouthward, he wrote to Colonel Coote, pre- -
tending, that the French party had got into his fort by {furprize, ad- -
vifed him to attack it, and promifed all the affiftance in his power ; :

and Colonel Coote refolved to try the fincerity of his profeflions.-
In this intention, he et off before the army in the laft march to

Tondivanum, with moft of the cavalry and two companies of Sepoys, .
and arriving there before day-break went on to reconnoitre Per- -
macoil. Befides the fortified rock, lie others of lefs height .before -
and behind it 3 the direGion in length of the whole plot 18 1200 .

yards, and extends from the N.E. to the s.w.: the s.w. end of the rocks
lay neareft toTondivanum; but Colonel Coote, having no guide, fol-

lowed the beft ground, which brought him to the north-eaft end,

oppofite to the northern face of the pettah, which lies under the

weftern fide of ‘the rock of Permacoil, and extends beyond it under -

part of the other rocks to the north. When near, the troops were

!

fired upon by cannon from the néareft tower on the rock, and by -

field-pieces and mufketry from the walls of the pettah below. Soon

After came a man, commiffioned by the Kellidar, who informed Co- -

lonel Coote, that the French in the fort were 5o Europeans; 30 Cof-

frees, and -so Sepoys 3 that they had got fome guns up the rock ; but -
that four large picces of cannon, which arrived the day before, vere .

il remaining in ‘the pettah below ; and eoffered to: conduét them to

the gate ; ‘for, although 'the pettah was under. the main rocks, the .

7.

plain_;
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-to form, and keep on the left, under cover of the main
; {he N.E. '

Aort 3 being inclofed and fortified with high ftone walls
- ftrongly built. The otherinclofure, although called the I
~is only furrounded with a wall of loofe ftones, and was p

“fudden alarm. ‘The rock falls every where fo fleep, that the area
.the fortified {urface above is equal to half the bafe below. The

fome rocks oppofite to the gate-way in the north face of the pettah

-alacrity, gave their fire, and advanced to the bayonet. 'The French t

War or COROMANDEL. 4
plain‘on A1l fides round the walls was encumbered with larg 4

‘ments, which might afford fhelter to the approach. Colone
- immediately followed the guide with the Sepoys, otdenng th

The rock-on which the fort of Permacoil ftands does not ext :
at its bafe, more than 500 yards in Iength In breadth., 1

which' crofies in a natu_ral zig—zag of two re-cntcx_'fifng; :aqgles, :
the middle of the mountain, and all the ground to the eaftw
behind this ridge is 50 feet higher than the other part before it
the weftward. This eaftern -part is the upper, _and _the:-

ifitended for the immedidte refuge of the cattle and mhabltanrsf*'

Jaccnt rocks before and behind are not high enough to carry any de=
triment to its fortifications. !
Colonel Coote with the Sepoys, led by the guide, took poft behind

which ftands nearly in the middle of the rampart. T'wo large pie
of cannon, mounted on ﬁeld-carnages, were ftanding at the entran
of the gate-way, which was in the left fide of its projeGtion ; and for e .[
Coffrees and Europeans, with two field-pieces, were on the tower
Juﬁ behind to prote& them. This guard, knowing that the cavalrﬁ
in the rear could not a& on the ground where the Sepoys were;' Y
ventured to fally. Colonel Coote ordered Enfign Carty to meet themr,t
with one of the companies of Sepoys; which turned out with great,

“party, ftartled by their refolution, ran back, and were followed ﬁ‘ %
clofe -":5:
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clofe by Catty’s company, and they by Colonel Coote with the
other, that the fugitives made no ftand at the gateway, but con-
tinued their flight, ftill purfued, through the pettah, to the foot of
the rock at the farther end, where fteps were cut winding up to the
upper fort, by which they efcaped into it; but Colonel O’Kennedy,
the commander, who was at the fteps, and lame with old wounds,
had very nearly been taken. Here were lying two twenty-four
pounders, of which the garrifon -had burnt the carriages, becaufe
there was no path to draw, and no means to raife them, into the
fort. As foon as the pettah was cleared of the enemy’s guards, Co-
lonel Coote pofted the Sepoys in the beft fhelter the houfes afforded
againft the fire of the cannon in the upper fort, and the mufke-
try from the lower, which recommenced immediately, and conti-
nued through the day. The horfe were diftributed, fome under the
walls of the pettah, ready to difmount and affift, if any defcent
thould be made ; and the reft in different guards round the hills. In
the evening came up fix companies of Sepoys, with the French Vo~
lunteers, and an eight-inch howitz, from Tondivanum : the enemy
continued their fire through the night, and {fmall parties came down
the fide of the rocks, who threw grenades, and fired mufketry, by
which a Sepoy was killed, and nine, with three Europeans, wound-
ed before the morning ; no lofs had’ been fuftained in the day. All
the return was from the howitz, which did no damage in either of
the forts,

Before morning pioneers and tools arrived, and fufficient cover
for the whole was formed with earth thrown up and houfcs broken
down 3 during which fome were employed in raifing and fixing the
two pieces of cannon, one after the other, to tranfporting carriages,
in order to carry them off, which was not executed without diffi-
culty and time; duri'ng which, the enemy fired down grenades and
mufketry, but did no mifchief,

In the afternoon Colonel Coote fummoned O'Kennedy, who fent
down one of his men to receive the letter, and anfwered it with a
temperate negative ; on which Colonel Coote refolved tol furprize

the lower fort, T'wo guides belonging to the Kellidar offered to!

Yo5.. 1k 4 1 thew
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1760.  fhew the path leading up the north fide of the hill, which bein
Moo tremely rugged and difficult, was not likely to be fufpedted :
RN proceeded with two companies of Sepoys at eight at night ; at the
fame time a platoon of Coote’s grenadiers, with another com}iany E
Sepoys, went up the fteps leading from the pettah to the back of"
upper fort, and made a falfe attack to divert the enemy f;ém-.-‘-r
real, which were forty minutes in gaining the fummit,'-'Wheﬁﬁi-_"_:l
foremoft got over the wall before they were difcove’rcd;-‘-- '{_,3
enemy’s guards confifted chiefly of Sepoys, and all of thc-m: -aﬁoniﬂi,:
ed by the firft fire ran away from their different ftations, and re«
gained the upper fort, where Colonel O’Kennedy, ignorant of the
numbers which had got into the lower, and perplexed by the falfe
attack, would not rifque a fally which might have recovered the
lofs ; but kept up a hot fire upon them by guefs from the defences
along the ridge which feparates the upper from the ower fort,blixif '
with no efte@, for the choultries and rocks tifing every whére
forded fhelter. The guides, as foon as the party was eftablifhed,
came down with information of their fuccefs to Colonel Coote, who
was waiting at the foot of the path, with the pioneer company, an
the Volunteers of France, provided with ladders, gabions, and fafs
cines, and immediately proceeded with them up the hill ; where as
foon as they had joined the party above, the whole pmceeded'actoﬁ'; :
the lower fort, to efcalade the fortifications along the ridge, not-
withftanding the garrifon was prepared to receive them. The ridge
might be afcended without clambering. The grenadiers carried the
ladders; the reft followed, ready to mount, and in the mean time
fired up againft the parapet; from which the fire inftantly became
exceflively hot. The ladders that were firft applied proved too
fhort ; it was fuppofed they would anfiwer better in other parts, to
which they were removed, and tried with as little fuccefz. Never-
thelefs the conteft continued half an hour; and the Sepoys behaved
with as much eagernefs as the Europeans, but many dropping or.
difabled, Colonel Coote ordered the affault to ceafe. He received a
wound in the knee; his aid de camp, Captain Adams, was thot
through the hip ; a ferjeant of the pioneers, one of the French Vo-
tunteers,
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lunteers, and feven Sepoys, were killed ; 16 Europeans and 25 Se-
poys were wounded : in the falfe attack on the upper fort, two
Sepoys were wounded, and Enfign Blakeney was killed. The next
day, which was the 3d of the month, the fire of the fort dimi-
nithed confiderably, as it was fuppofed, and rightly, from {carcity
of ammunition. At noon, a letter came from Colonel O’Kennedy,
requefting a ceflfation of 24 hours, to obtain Mr. Lally’s orders con-
cerning the furrender : this was refufed, and foon after he fent ano-
ther letter requfting the honours of war, which were likewife de-
nied. Several Europeans and Sepoys were killed and wounded
through the day and night. Before noon of the next day, which
was the fifth of the attack, a brafs fix-pounder was got up the hill
with much difficulty by Captain Barker. There were two choultries

in the lower fort, ftanding roo yards from the ridge and ram-

part, which divide it from the upper: one of thefe choultries was
near the wall which runs along the edge of the rock on the fide
over the pettah ; and in this choultry the ficld-piece was planted;
the other was a few yards on the left, which fheltered thofe
whom it was not neceflary to expofe. The defences in the up-
per fort immediately oppofite to the choultries lay in a large re-en-
tering angle, at the two extremities of which was a round tower,
one on the edge of the rock overlooking the pettah, the other about
the middle of the ridge, which from hence falls back in another zig-
zag out of fight of the choultries. The gate leading into the upper fort
was on the left of the tower in the middle of the ridge. The field-
piece managed by Captain Barker battered, firing upwards out of the
choultry, againft the gate and the parapet of the tower, both which
were ruined before night ; but the garrifon had heaped earth at the
back of the gate, which continued to {top the entrance. Many of
thofe expofed in this {ervice {uffered. New fcaling-ladders had been
‘srovided ; and the next morning, as the troops were preparing to ad-
vance with them, the garrifon beat the chamade, and furrendered
at difcretion. 'They were fifteen European gunners, chofen men,
32 Coffices, and 100 Sepoys : “only one of each had been killed.

There were in the fort 20 pieces of cannon, but not ammunition
21 2 either
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nor had the garrifon two days provifion left. The total lofs an&, :
fualties of the Englifh, through the attack, were four Euro
killed, and 15 wounded, of the Sepoys 40 and 703 thefe troog
never behaved o well ; of their killed, one was the Subadhar,
valent to the Captain of a company, and two werc _]'cmldm,

The Kellidar, for his fewxccs, was contmued in thc fort, mw__
were left a company of Sepoys, with 12 Europeans and a hanxen i A
A large detachment of the French army had advanced as far: as Ma=
nour, within feven miles of Permacoil, and were in motion to ﬂ:ﬂq&u
in a confiderable reinforcement of men and ftores, at the very hour
they heard of the arrival of the Englith army at Tondivanum, %n
which they retreated towards Poudlcherry i - :
On the 7th, Colonel Coote went from the camp at Tondwan__'? b
with the cavalry, black as well as Europeans, and fix companiesiof
Sepoys, to difcover near the bounds of Pondicherry. The dlﬁdﬂm
to the bound-hedge was 20 miles ; and the Sepoys, after marc “
ten, wanted reft, and were left in the village of Tnchlmungahn@. _
The French troops which had been detached to the relief of ’Pei‘ i
macoil, had, on their retreat, encamped four miles to the weﬁgf I
the town, and three from the bound-hedge A large colle&xon._df:il
fand-hills, of which the whole together is called the Red-hill, nfes"
about halfa mile from the fea~fhore, and a mile and half to the nonfh-
of the town : they extend four miles to the weftward, and the laft bﬁ, :
where they ceafe on this fide, is called Perimbe : '1crofs from nort
to fouth they extend two miles, and have paffable dales behvoé‘{i
direétly oppofite to the fide of Perimbé, ftands the Fort of Villenote A
a ftrong out-poft, fituated near the north bank of the river of Anaﬁ-
copang, which falls into the fea about 500 yards from the wall of Poﬁ»
dicherry, and in its courfe from Villenore forms a curve to the fout}it N

-rn‘,—_

‘The Red-hill, on the other fide the plain,, recedes to the N. E. from

Perimbé to its end towards the fea. So that the interval between.

Villenore and Perimbz 15 the narroweft part of the plzin between:
_ the-



Book XIL Tue Bounps or Ponprcterny..

the river and' the Red-hill, being here fcarcely more than a mile,.
whereas farther back itis three. The plain as far as the bound-
hedge was occupied by couatry houfes, enclofures, avenues, and
arable ground. The market of the French troops was in the village
under Villenore.. Temporary barracks for the European cavalry had.
been raifed on the hill of Perimbé. Their foot and artillery were
difperfed in the houfes and enclofures which occupied the fpace
between. :

Colonel Coote proceeded with the cavalry from Trichimungalum,,
not in the high road which pafleth by Valdore, but acrofs the coun-
try to the left, and-came in about the middle of the Red-hill, and:
paffing through its dales appeared on the outward ridge between Pe-
rimb¢ and the bound-hedge. ‘The enemy had gained notice of his:
approach, but not of the force which accompanied him ; and, ima--
gining that it confifted of foot as well as horfe, fufpe@ted likewife that-
the main body of both might be marching to get between them and’
the bound-hedge, and impede their retreat into the limits. In this
perfuafion, all their infantry got into march with much hurry and
confufiom, to gain the avenue neareft the Red-hill, which, as well:
as another on 1ts right, leads to the bound-hedge : they moved with:
all their field-pieces.in front,. to oppofe the fuppofed danger, which:
if real would have been the greateft : but the European horfe, which:
were 250 in three {quadrons, remained on the hill of Perimbé to ob-

ferve and proteék their rear. Colonel Coote fufpeéted the error which.-

occafioned the diforder he obferved in the infantry, and as faft as.
his. troops came up ordered the European horfe, which were

only 8o, with three fguadrons of the black, to advance, and'keepr

the enemy’s cavalry in check, whilft he himfelf, with the main,
body, croffed over to the avenue, in which the laft of their infantry.
were entering ;: in whofe rear he hung, having thus f{eparated then
from their cavalry,. who, f’éc_ing their danger, retreated before the
divifion advancing againft them, to. gain. the other fide of the ave--
nue on the right of their infantry, whofe flanks were already pro--
tected from the cavalry with Colonel Coote by the ditch. on each.
fide. Colonel Coote following the infantry, often advanced within

I, 403

611

1760.
PR
March,.



612
1760.

L
Marcn.

Tue WAR oF COP-.O‘\IA.N DE L.

40 yards, to draw their fire ; but the grenadiers. of Lmran
formed the rear-guard, referved it with much- difcipline. . At
however, the fmcmoﬁ troop of horfe, led by Aftafbeg, a]
of great {pirit, broke in upon a platoon, and cut down feven of the
‘but the next troop drew: up their bridles, and were afraid to foﬂ% 1
the impreflion, which otherwife promifed to break the Whole co-
lumn, whlch recovered, and contmuud its way as before, unt;l th'

fire of the redoubt was, left free, and Colonel Coote 'ﬁopped he
purfuit. In the mean while, the other divifion under, the comav;
mand of Captain De Buke, had crofled over to the village of Vﬁ:k
lenore, and routed the market-people there without ruhﬂmce,

the black horfe with him, joined by more from the main body‘; !
colle&ed all worth the while they could carry off, and drove bef"@i!e
them all the cattle. ‘The whole affembled again on the hill of Péa
rimbé, where they fet fire to the barracks, and the carriage of aﬁ
eighteen-pounder, for want of proper bullocks to draw it off. In_'f___' :_ﬁ
afternoon, the whole returned to Tritchimungalum, intending to Laﬁ:
the night there ; but a corporal of the dragoons deferting, they re=
moved five miles farther back to Manoor ; from hence Colonel Coote
fent orders to Major Monfon, to march the army from Tondwanum';
againft Alamparvah. i

The next day he moved him{elf to Tahaveram, which 1s five mlles

from Manoor to the N.E. on the road towards Permacoil ; but few: -
of the black horfe accompanied him; they were all difperfed to fe-
cure or fell the plunder they had got the day before. ‘They, how-" '
ever, came back on the gth, and he proceeded with them from Ta-
liaveram again to the bound-hedge of Pondicherry, and obferved very
nearly, without annoyance. On his return, he went to Conymere,[
where he met Mr. Buﬂ'y by appointment, who had been recalled on
his parole to Madrafs, in order to be {ent to Europe, in compliance
with the earneft importunity of the Nabob, who regarded him
as fraught with more dangerous refources than all his other ene-

mies, and faid that if he became free, and commanded, he would
7 protract
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protrac the war ten years. On the roth Colonel Coote came to
Alamparvah, which the army had invefted the day before; but the
wound he had received at Permacoil was fo much exafperated by
his late fatigue, that he could not any longer ftir without danger,.
he therefore ordered Colonel Monfon to earry on the fiege of Alam-
parvah, but fill continued in the camp.

The fort of Alamparvah {tands on the fea-thore, about 20 miles
E. N. . of Tondivanum, 15 E. of Pérmacoil, and 24 to the n. of
Pondicherry It formerly belonged to the Nabobs of the province ;
and was given to Mr. Dupleix by Murzafajing in 1750. It has
many wells of good water, which is not to be found in all parts.
of the coaft {0 near the fea. The fort was of ftone, {quare, of mo--
derate extent, with four round towers at the angles, a parapeted’
fauffebray, and a wet ditch, but without a glacis. A pettah ex-
tends along the ftrand to the north, and fronts within 250 yards of”
the fort.. An eight-inch howitz bombarded; and a ricochet bat--
tery of two guns, to enfilade the north front from the weft, was
began in the night, and finithed before morning ; during whlch
{erjeant of pioneers and a Sepoy were killed.. ' In the enfuing mcrht'
another battery of three eighteen-pounders was finithed in the pet-
tah, to.batter the tower in the weft angle of the north face; and
the lofs during thefe 24 hours, was Lieutenant Angus, of Coote’s
regiment, 'and a grenadier killed. Both batteries opened together at
day-light on the r2th, and in-three- hours difmounted  moft of the
guns, and ruined the whole'line of defence; and' in the afternoon

the Chevalier Viart, who commanded, {urrendered’ at difcretion.’
"The garrifon, befides himfelf, a Lieutenant, and a furgeon, were"
so. Europeans, ' and 150 Sepoys..  During the attack; three of”

their Europeans had been killed, and twelve wounded. There were
in the fort 20 pieces of cannon, a howitz; and: abundance of am-
munition.

The feafon was now advancing, when the French fquadron might -

be expeéted.from the iflands. The lofs of Alamparvah deprived them
of the only ftation: under their command to the northward, and Ka«

rical rernained. the only one, they had'to the fouthward of Pondi-
cherry 35:
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cherry 5 but the importance of Karical rofe with the {afon
.encreafing diftrefles of the capital 3 _for_b_chmhlgs;ﬁgfh.,th;

and frefh provifions from the fort, which the foreign fettl

Tue War oF COROMANDEL.

of the monfoon, the windward ftation, all their v
the coaft ;nigl__l_t get tl}.e.i_.l' }ﬁ;ﬁ._jlﬁglling;,rh_cx_jg‘,{ﬁm__ .,
were not occupied by a fuperior force, were always;, {y

Negapatari and Tranguebar might, or might not f“PB]‘?ﬁ;"."
grain of the diftriéts, which was confiderable, was gathered
svith what might be purchafed in ‘.th[c._ _Plentfft_ll_ country ﬂﬁ T
would become a great refource to Pondicherry, qpn;inual_['y :
own diftri&ts by the fuccefles of the army s for it might
veyed from Karical in the boats of the country, which, fav
the wind and current, would almoft make the paffage in ani
and with litdle rifque, even if difcovered and purfued, .as they
keep clofe to the furf, in fhallow foundings, and along the
fwell of the fea, where vefiels of European conftruction fe
chufe to venture. The French government already ;epent_ed‘@f
lofs of fuch another poffeflion in Devicotah, although not coms
manding equal advantages ; and had made a ftrong attempt to ¢
cover it. On the 24th of February, a detachment from Chil
brum of 30 troopers, 40 European infantry, and 400 Sepoys, §
two field-pieces, invefted the fort. On the 27th, they were
by 8o Europeans and Coftrees from Pondicherry, when the wh
trenched themfelves within 200 yards of the walls. . The brea
which their garrifon had made when they abandoned it, were
completely repaired; and on the 2gth in the morning, the enemy
an aflault on that which was moft practicable ;. the fire lafted an :_.r
when they were repulfed, with the lofs, as the {erjeant fuppofed,
two officers, and 20 of their Europeans and Coffrees, and more
their Sepoys killed and wounded. They, however, during their fta
and on their retreat, fent and carried away a confiderable quantity of
grain, which had juft been got up from the harveft of the diftricts, &
The Prefidency of Madrafs now became anxious to get pofleffion
of Karical, before the French fquadron fhould arrive on the coafty
but, as it was intended that the army fhould as foon as poffi-
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ble encamp near Pondicherry, in order to intercept all convoys of
provifions from the adjacent country, a body of troops fufficient for
the attack of Karical could not be fpared from the camp, without
fruftrating the other intention. Admiral Cornith contributed to al-
leviate part of the difficulty, by offering ‘to proceed with all the
men of war which had arrived with him, and to land their marines,
which were about 300 ; the Prefidency provided for the reft. All the
artillery and ftores for the fiege, with the Chief Engineer, Mr. Call,
and a few gunners, were to be fent in the thips from Madrafs. Co-
lonel Monfon, who was to command, was to embark from Alam-
parvah, with the company of pioneers, which confifted of 50 choice
Europeans, and with Captain Barker to direét the artillery. Captain
Jofeph Smith, who was efcorting the Nabob from Tritchinopoly,
was ordered to reinforce his detachment from this garrifon to the
ftrength of 1000 Sepoys, 100 European firelocks, 40 artillery-men,
and fix field-pieces; with this force, he was to march away from
wherever he might be, with all expedition ; and either inveft or lay
before Karical, as circumftances' permitted, until the arrival of the
fhips. Captain Richard Smith, appointed to command in T'ritchi-
nopoly after the departure of Jofeph, was to fend from thence,
through the country of Tanjore, Lafcars for the fervice of the artil-
lery, 500 Coolies to pull and carry burthens, tents, doolies for the
fick and wounded, and cattle for provifions to the fquadron as well
as the troops on fhore. ‘The king of Tanjore was requefted to fend
his troops, and every kind of affiftance.

The Nabob, notwithftanding his eagernefs to appear at the head
of an army in the Carnatic immediately after the viory of Vandi-
vath, was not ready to move from Tritchinopoly until the 18th of
March, 4o days after he had received intelligence of that fuccefs,
and a month after the French had abandoned the pagodas of Sering-
ham. Befides the detachment from the garrifon of Tritchinopoly,
he was accompanied by 1000 horfe, 1000 Sepoys, and a greater
number of various forts of good-for-nothing infantry, entertained by
himfelf. ‘They arrived at Volcondah on the 20th, from whence he
was {olicitous to proceed towards Arcot ; but Captain Jofeph Smitl.l,

Vor. IL 4 K in

613

1760.
ST
Marchk.



616

1%769.
LY
March.

Tue WAR oF COROMANDEL: | |
in conformity to the orders of ;the__préﬁdbl‘féj;’,'___%‘_‘__. éa ‘to
towards Pondicherry. This difference of. opmxon_‘liéi%f‘tﬁéiﬂ
days at: Volcondah, _-ﬁpdf;‘xg :aIS:econcilizitiQn,_ by w éhf)gﬁ'é
might besobtained from the N;ibdb’s troops, Captait ith co
to march againft Thiagar, which would ll;'figg"iligm_; are
without being removed farther from Pondicherry. BUfﬂl
dency, at the fame time that they fent orders to Captain
march away with his detachment to “Karical, enjoined
bob to keep with his. own troops in the country to
Gingee, between Volcondah and- Chillambarum, and to em
them in reducing thefe diftri@s, and efpecially in preventin ¥
fupplies of provifions from being conveyed out of them to E
cherry, from whence he would have nOthlng .'tb{fqa_r-_, as thﬁEﬂg
army would be advanced and lying between.. :

The number of manned Mafloolas at Madrafs, which are the o
boats that can ply the furf, were not fufficient to carry off 'th
ammunition and ftores intended for the fiege as faft as the men
war «could have taken them in ; and during this delay, the Falm
of 60 guns was fent forward to take in Major Monfoﬁ’s part
Alamparvah, whilft the other fhips were lading at Madrafs : an
the 1 5th Colonel Coote, continuing much difordered with his wo
came in from the camp to adjuft with the Prefidency the p e
money ‘accruing to the army from their late fucceffes. "

The Falmouth, ftanding into the road of Alamparvah on t'hé'.-
in the morning, difcovered a fhip at anchor clofe in fhore,

nE‘e'e,:'.:

two leagues to the northward of Pondicherry, and bore dow 41’ i
her with an eafy fail, under French colours; but the ftranger cut ‘
her cable, and ran afhore into the furf, which beln’g5 Bbiﬁe’rmi I
the immediately bilged, and all but three of the crew fg’o't"afl
The boats of the Falmouth, finding it impofiible to get the thip
fet fire to her. She was the Harlem, which had been difpatched by =
Mr. Moracin from Ganjam to Mergui in the month of June, 2 1
was returning with rice and other provifions for Pondicherry, and
had likewife tutenague and other merchandize on board, none of =

which |

e
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which could: be recovered ;-but the lofs of the provifions was-by-far
the greateft detriment to the enemy. ' & .

Major Monfon, with: théf pioneers and their equipmer%';, embarked
in the Falmouth from _Alamparvah on the 25th; they ra;n-chm'f;(,i in
the road of Kari_c_al at day-break on the 28th, when the Q@Ptaiu of
the Falmouth, Mathifon, went in his boat with Major Monfon to

reconnoitre the thore. They difcovered no figns, either of the peo-,

ple: 'FKP‘%‘?@ _‘iﬁ‘oi‘g Richard Smith at T'ritchinopoly, or the detach-
ment with _Cgptai_u ]ofepl} ; whofe inftruttions had not reached them
in time to be as yet fulfilled. ~ At eight o’clock, the {quadron, which

had likewife failed from Madrafs on the 25th, appeared. Major

Monfon went on Boa_,r_d:M_r.' 'Comi_fh’_é thip, and it was agreed, not-

withftanding: they were entirely ignorant of the place, and difap-

pointed of the t_rqdps they expected to meet, to make the landing
immediately. Fifteen mafloolas accompanied the thips ; they took in

170 of i;he troops, befides. the Macoas, who are the black fellows that”
row them ; thefe formed the firft divifion, and were towed to the.

. furf by the yawls and pinnaces of the fhips, which, befides their

rowers, took as many foldiers as they could carry, who formed the -

fecond divifion : all thefe fteered for the fhore, five miles to the north
_ of the fort. 'The third divifion of the troops embarked in the long-

boats, which were rigged with fails, and proceeded clofe to the furf,
oppofite to the fort, and the mouth of a river which leads to it,

where they were to appear as if intending to land by pufhing over’

| sthe bar of the river, which was not impra&icable.
A fn__lall' fnow and a {loop, which drew little water, _and mounted
anchored as clofe as they could oppofite to a village half-way

{ is
guns,. toa
A foon as the yawls

between the real landing and the long-boats.
and pinnaces {e&%_ched the furf, they dropped theit graplings, and caft
off the mafloolas, which immediately rowed afhore, and landed the
'; -zréqf:s;' in them ; then returned; and lazrﬁ:fdecf the {econd divifion out
| of the other boats, when a fignal was flung ‘out, on’ which the

(s {uiling faft with the wind and current, and

lon gl.bOatS' ‘came rd_own 3
ver by the mafloolass
: ' the

the troops Eﬁgm were likewile _lz_iﬁ&ed nl_l.toget]
b a ARz
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the whole without the appearance of any oppofition intended by

the garrifon.” As foon as all were on fhore, they advanced to the

village oppofite to which the two fmall veflels were at anchor, and
received by catamarans two four-pounders, which belonged to the

{loop, ang were mounted on fhip-carriages ; for the reliance on the

field-pieces expected with Jofeph Smith had prevented any from be-

ing embarked at Madrafs. They pafled the night m the village

without alarm; and early in the morning moved on to take poffef-

fion of the pettah of Karical, which lay on the north fide of the

fort. It was a {pacious town, feparated from the fort by an efpla-

nade of 100 yards; regular works had been traced round the other
three fides, which on the weft had been raifed to four feet above the
ground, but the baftion in the north-weft angle was completed, and
converted into a clofed redoubt, which mounted nine guns, and had
a good ditch all round, and a draw-bridge ; it was called Fort Dau-
phin : the reft of the north line was open, as was the fide to the
eaft. ‘The troops advancing from the north, without a guide or
intelligence, fell under fire of Fort Dauphin, by which two men
were killed, and two wounded, before the whole line got under
thelter of the buildings in the pettah ; which they entered without
meeting any interruption in the fireets. They took poft in the
church-yard, which lay about 200 yards from the eaft fide of the
pettah, and about the fame diftance from the line of houfes front-
ing the fort. 'They found about them plenty of provifions, as well
in the houfes of the natives, as of the French inhabitants.

The fort of Karical ftands 300 yards from the fea-thore: a river
coming from the weit ftrikes when oppofite to the weft fide of the
fort in a curve to the fouth, which continues until oppofite to the
eaft fide at the diftance of 500 yards, when the channel turning
again dire@tly to the eaft, in a 100 yards more difembogues into
the fea. 'The fort was an oblong {quare, completely fortified, but
had the greateft of defets, the want of fpace : for its internal area,
exclufive of the four baftions, was no more than 100 yards from w.
to E. and only 50 from N. tos. The baftions admitted only three

guns, .

4
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guns in their faces, but each of the four curtains was covered by a
ravelin much more fpacious than the baftions, and mounting fix. A
wet ditch ran between the three curtains to the ¥. w. and s. and their
ravelins ; but on the eaft face the ditch furrounded the ravelin like-
wife, and dry ground occupied the f{pace between the rear of this
ravelin and the eaft curtain, continuing round the two baftions in
an excellent fauflebray, from the interior angles of which the ravelin
projected. A covered way well palifaded, anda complete glacis, fur-
rounded the whole, neverthelefs the exterior extent, meafuring acrofs.
from the foot of the glacis, was in the longeft direction, that from:
E. to . not more than 200 yards; and the pettah outftretched this
face 200 yards on either hand. The garrifon had lately deftroyed
the line of buildings in the pettah, which fkirted the efplanade,
and had been fuffered to rife within 60 yards of the foot of the
glacis; but this demolition added only a fpace of 40 yards to the
efplanade, and that not clear; for the rubbith not being yet re-
moved ftill afforded {fome fhelter.

As foon as the Englifh troops had taken poffeflion of the pettah,,
Mr. Call, with the pioneers, marched, and took poffeffion of a fa-
luting-battery, which lay near the mouth of the river, where was
likewife the flag-ftaff for the road. The fort fired fiercely as they
were pafling, but did no harm; and in the night the pioneers be-
gan to conftru& a battery near the river on the efplanade, which
was clear quite up to where the river changes from the curve it has
made, and firikes ftreight to the fea: they were not interrupted in
their work ; neither did the troops in the pettah receive any alarm
from the garrifon. The next evening a ten-inch mortar was landed,
and at ten at night began to bombard Fort Dauphin.. The range
was exaltly gained at the firft fhell, and only thirteen were fired
before the guard, confifting of 50 men, abandoned it; and, know-
ing ways of which the Englifh troops were not apprized, gained the
fort without interruption. About the fame time twelve gunners
fent from Pondichery, who had landed at Tranquebar, got into the
fort, notwithftanding a company of marines were looking out for

them, who kept too far from the fea-thore, whilft the gunners tra-
velled
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velled along the beach until, they came to the siver; when they con-
tinued under the bank unperceived by the piongers employed in cons

 firu@ing the battery, 1 ' b 10l

e 14 \ -.'_.].‘.{_ ot ko .
The cover afforded; by the pgttah, determined, .the attack to be

_carried on againft the north face of ithe fort; and the greater extent
. of the efplanade to the. eaft, which is 500 y ards, (whereas to the

wefl it is interrupted by the curye of the river at 300) gavel the pre-

ference of the enfilade from/the eaft, which of eonfequence detei=
. mined the breach to'be in the notth-eaft baftion, and on. its north

face. Accordingly, three batteries were marked out in. the pettah,

. oné to breach, and one on each hand to take off the defences: in
. the  battery to the: eaft, two,ofithe guns enfiladed. the narth hE}R
" in its'whole length, :and- the other two! plunged:into the oppofite
. yavelin, and acrofs intorthe ravelin on the fouth : fo that every, part
. of the fort would be laid under fire.  Sailors yere landed with the

.

heavy artillery from ' the fhips, ‘and affifted in drawing them, an_dég- .

the other fervices ufually allotted to bullocks and coolies ; for all;the
neighbouring villages ' were deferted, and fupplied neither man nor
beaft ;' and no tidings arrived of the Captain Jofeph Smith’s detach~
ment, nor of the affiftance expected from the. garrifon of Tritchi~

nopoly; and the king of Tanjore avoided all correfpondence with the

armament. el R e ) ro!

Captain Jofeph Smith received the orders of the prefidency on t:_he;1
25th, the day he was fetting out with the Nabob from Volcondah,
againft Thiagar 3 he immediately tarned his march to Karical ; jand
the Nabob, unwilling to remain with only his: own. troops in, the
middle of the'Carnatic, determined tormarch with the detachment,
The neareft road leading from Volcondah towards. Karical falls, upon
the Coleroon, 30 miles N.N.w. of the city of Tanjore.  Having

croffed the river, which is there {pacious, you continue to Combas -

conum, which ftands five:miles farther, on the bank of the firlt arm .

of the Caveri; and beyond this is another arm to crofs, before you

join the road leading caft to the fea-thore : much of the ground
between the rivers is funk in marfhes, and the better ground is over=

flowed in rice-fields, without any continued roady, which, greatly. re-

2 tard
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Gard the paffage of carriages; and the way bétween Véléondah and
Karical being 120 miles, the ‘march 'can *fcaréely “be * petfortiied in
lefs than ten days; but Captain Smith "had received 'his orders 'to

advance only four days before the armament anchored at” Karical,-

whoft ignorance of the impofiibility of his appearaiice aggravated
their anxiety concerning the arrival of the French fquadron, which

1ntellipence, artfully inculéated from Pondichérry, led them to expedt .

‘rom day to day when all the marines and failors muft have been
reimbarked, and Major Monfon would have been left with ‘only
6o Europeans, and without a_ field-piece. : R N
However, thefe appreheifions only encreafed their a&ivity in
puthing the attack. The ten-inch-mortar, which had been ‘employed
againft Fort Dauphin, was removed on the 31ft, and threw thells
all night. The garrifon returned round and grape from their cannon,
and éven ufed their mufketry, although all they fired at was under
cover, or out of reach : this early profufion of ammunition is rarely
followed by vigorous defence at extremity. In thé morning of the
11t of April the two embrafures on'the right of the enfilading bat-
tery to.the ealt were opened. The péﬁ'agc into the covered way lay
oppofite to this battery, leading through the glacis on the left face
of its angle proje&ing to the eaft, and the garrifon ‘had lain 2’ row
of woodand palmiras in front of the barrier gate, which clofed this
paflage at the foot of the glacis, in order to conftruét a battery there

with thefe materials. The ten-inch mortar {ometimes threw carcafles -

of fire-balls to fet them afire, but without effet 5 and two royals, of
which the fhells are g inches and 5 twelfths diameter, continually
borbarded the fort.  In the morning of the 2d, the other two
erbrafures were opened in the enfilading battery. At ten o'clock,
arrived Captain Richard Smith from Tritchinopoly with -Lafcars,
oxen, coolies, and ftores ; and the Nabob came up likewife with 1000
horfe and fix companies of Sepoys, whom Captain Jofeph Smith had
{ent forward, as the rains and the badnefs' of the roads retarc.led the
ca'rriage’é and baggage of his detachment, with which he remained to

bring them on. This reinforcement afforded troops fufficient t{c;
: ¥ ' inve
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inveft the fort all round. In this day the enemy's fire was ex-
ceffive, and difmounted one .of the guns at the enfilading battery,
and endamaged all its embrafures ; but all were reftored during the
night, and the fame number of guns began to fire again the next
morning, which was the 3d of the month. At eight o'clock of
this day, Captain Jofeph Smith came up with the reft of his detach-
ment, which were 1 30 European mufketry, thirty artillery-men, two
field-pieces, and five companies of Sepoys. The enemy during the
night finithed two embrafures in one face of their battery at the
barrier, which pointed againft the enfilading battery ; and traces ap-
peared of another face to the north, which feemed intended to {cowr
the oppofite ftreet of the pettah, acrefs which the attack had thrown
up a flight retrenchment.

Early the next morning, the breaching battery in the centre
ftreer opened with three twenty-four pounders againft the N. face
of the N.E. baftion, at the diftance of 150 yards, and was {o well
ferved by Captain Barker, who attended it, that in three rounds
the enemy quitted the three guns in the face attacked, and in lefs
than an hour all the merlons were beat down ; the other face had
before been much fhattered by the enfilading battery, which had
likewife nearly ruined the north face of the eaft ravelin: fo that
neither of the batteries had occafion to fire more than a thot now and
then through the reft of the day. Sepoys were pofted in the ruins
of the houfes, who kept up a conftant fire through the night on the

:baftion and ravelin, to prevent the enemy from placing fand-bags

to repair them. By the next morning, which was the sth of the
month, and the 1oth fince the landing, a battery, intended to deftroy
the caft face of the north ravelin, was almoft completed, and the
other againft the N.w. baftion quite finithed ; but the guns for
neither were yet landed from the thips. Intelligence was received,
that a detachment of 450 infantry, and 150 European horfe, were
arrived at Chillambarum from Pondicherry, intending to advance and
mterrupt the fiege. The breach, though broad, could not be mounted
without clambering, and the immediate accefs to it was ftill de-
fended by the ditch, to which the befiegers had not yet approached,

and
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and by the parapet of the faufle-bray, which remained undamaged:
but the gate of the barrier ‘leading through the glacis to the eaft
ravelin, had been beaten down by ricochet fhot flying over the bat-
tery, which the enemy had raifed before it. The bafcul, or carpentry,
which raifed and let down the draw-bridge before the N, E. face of
the eaft ravelin, had likewife been thot away, and' the bridge fallen
into its place, and the garrifon had not yet deftroyed it to interrupt
the paflage, which thus remained clear to the ravelin. The gateway
leading through the curtain into the fort was at the back of this
favelin : and the fame fire had deftroyed the gates which clofed it,
nor had any thing been fubftituted to ftop the paflage ; fo that, if.
the ftorm had been immediately and defperately attempted this way,
the enemy had nothing to oppofe it, but the arms in their hands..
All thefe circumftances Major Monfon did not know ; but the com-
mandant of the fort feared, and anfwered the fummons by requefting
to march away with the honours of war: to which Monfon re-
plied, that the whole garrifon muft become prifoners of war ; but:
that the inhabitants fhould be left in poffeflion of their houfes in the

pettah, the officers have their baggage, and the Sepoys might go.

where they pleafed. The terms were accepted ; and. the Englith.

troops marched in at two in the afternoon. The garrifon confifted

of 115 Europeans, of whom 101 were military, 72 Topafles, and
250 Sepoys. Befides {maller arms and {tores, there were in the
place 155 pleces of cannon of all {forts, and nine mortars, with a
large ftock of ammunition for both. Only five men were killed in.
the defence, and in the attack only three Europeans, one of whom
was a failor, and five wounded. Never perhaps was fo great an,
armament prepared, to' fucceed with {o littke lofs, excepting when .
Delabourdonnais took Madrafs in. 1746.

Neverthelefs, the capture was well worth the exertion : as befides .
the advantages of its fituation with refpe& to the fea, it afforded

the French a conftant and certain inlet to the territories of Tanjore, ,

and by various purchafes and ceffions from the government they
had acéiuired ditrics round the fort, containing 113 villages, of
which the farms, with the cuftoms of the port and town, never

Yor. 11. 4 L produged !
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produced lefs than 30,000 pagodas a year, fufficient for the expence
of the garrifon. As the fort was too fmall, all the European inha- _
bitants had their houfes in the pettah, which were well built, as
were many of thofe belonging to the natives, and room was left. and
marked for more to both. The Nabob derived no advantage by this
fuccefs, beyond the detriment it oceafioned to his enemies; for a
member of the council of Madrafs had been fent in the {quadren, to
negotiate with Tanjore for the redemption of the diftri&s. .

The abfence of Colenel Coote and Major Monfon had left the
main army to the command of Major Robert Gordon, who moved
with it frem Alamparvah on the 28th of March, and on the 1ft of
April encamped at Killenore, from whence he fent forward a detach-
ment of obfervation, to take poft at Manoor, within five miles of
Valdore. ‘The fweep of Country to the weftward of Killenore as
far as Villaporum, which lies 20 miles due weft of Pondicherry,
abounds in cattle, and 1is as fertile as any part of the Carnatic, and
remained at this time, as the French territory became every day
more circumfcribed, their laft refource for provifions. All the coun=
trics, which had been reduced to the fouth of Chittapett and Vandi-
vath as far as Permacoil, had been let by the Prefidency of Madrafs
to a Malabar, named Ramalinga, who accompanied the army ready
to rent more, and kept feveral companies of irregular Sepoys with
him, to place as guards in new diftricts, as reduced. By his advice,
Major Gordon refolved to fend a detachment againft Villaporum.
The diftance was 35 miles, and the way lay between the garrifon
of Gingee on one hand, and of Valdore on the other. The detach-
ment confifted of 200 black horfe, and five companies of Sepoys,
under the command of captain Wood, and the renter accompanied
with his people. They marched from Killenore on the 3d of April,
a little after fun-fet, and, pafling through Vicravandi, captain Wood,
with the horfe, arrived before Villaporum  at ten the next morning,
but the Sepoys did not come up until two in the afternoon. The
beft intelligence that could be obtained, reported, that there were
300 Sepoys and 400 horfe in the place; and at fix, as foon as the
Sepoys were refrethed, Wood led them to the attack, which could

: - only
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only be made by {crambling up the wall, as they had no ladders.
Eight or ten got up to the parapet, but three or four mounting at
the fame time were killed, which deterred thofe who were next from
following, and flung the whole into confufion, on which the enemy
fallied, but the horfe rode in between, and drove them back. The
Sepoys rallied again in the pettah, and were preparing ladders to
efcalade before day-break ; but at eight o'clock at night the garrifon
abandoned the fort. Captain Wood placed three of the regular
companies of Sepoys, and 200 of the renters, to garrifon it, under
the command of an Enfign ; and at ten at night fet out on his return:
with the cavalry and the other company of Sepoys. They arrived
at one in the morning at Vicrivandi, where he left this company,
and, proceeding, rejoined the camp a little after fun-rife with the

cavalry, which accomplithed this march of 60 miles in 36 hours.
Since the retreat of the French army, their countries to the weft-
ward of Villaporum and Gingee, and the forts intended to proteG
them, had, like this, been left to the defence of fuch troops as the
renters chofe to levy and maintain'; and in the end of March,
Captain Airey, who commanded in Chittapett, and from thence over
Trinomaly, fent a detachment of Sepoys to enable the garrifon there
to take the field, which in a few days drove the guards out of
Soolabgur, Tricalour, and Trivancloor: thefe three forts had been
taken pofleffion of by Mahomed IMoof and Kiftnarow of Thiagar;
whilft they were ravaging the countries adjacent to them during
the fiege of Madrafs. Soolabgur is fituated on a hull 15 miles s.s.w.
and Tricolour on the plain 20 miles s. of Trinomaly = T'rivelanoor
{tands 1o miles s.E. of Tricaloor, and 20 s. w. of Vallaporum. The
French garrifon of Gingee on the one fide, and of Thiagar on the
other, were the neareft to protect thefe lefiér forts 5 but both were
too much alarmed for their own fafety, to rifk any detachments
abroad : the one by the Nabob's camp then at Volcondah, the other
by the Englifh army at Killenore. Kiftnarow, af_te_r the !,ofs_ of
Thiagar in the preceding month of June, had remained thh; the-
Niabob at Tritchinopoly, and, after the victory of Vandmftﬁi?_obtamed
his permiffion to aft as a free-booter in the French diftrits, afld,_
4Lz ' having
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having plunder to offer,. eafily enlifted a number of horfe, with
which he accompanied the Nabob to Volcondah, and from thence
trooped away to the country about Chilambaram, wheére they svere
carrying on ‘all kind of ravage; at the time that/Captain Wood
matched and took Villaperum. : :

Colonel Coote recovered of his wound, rejoined the army at Kille-
nore on the 7th; and the next day, after reconnoitring Valdore, fent
off ggoof the black horfe, to join Kiftnarow in the country about Chi-
lambarum; {o that a chain of trcops, or pofts, was now eftablithed,
w hich encircled Pondicherry in a fweep of 70 miles, from that place
to Allamparvah. - On the 10th, a large number of  Sepoys were feen
marching into Valdore from the Gingee road: they were what remain-
ed of the body commanded by Zulphacarjung, who, when driven out
of the pettaliof ‘Arcot by captain Wood, continued, until this fort
was taken, at the back of Velore, encouraged for fear of accidents by
Mortizally.  From Velore he ‘marched to Gingee ; and Mr. Lally,
yielding to the reprefentation of Mr. Deleyrit, and the general dif=

couragement, reprefled his prejudices againft thefe troops, and re-

called them to a& again with the European force.  Zulpharcarjung
left a part of his Sepoys to reinforce Valdore, and marched on with
the reft into Pondicherry. Ty

The next day Colonel Coote advanced the army to. Manoor, and
fent forward Major Robert Gordon, with a large detachment, to
take pofleflion of the pettah under the fort of Valdore; the day
after, which was the rzth, he brought up the reft of the army, and
encamped at Cartaricopum, a village about a milé to the eaft, nearer
Pondicherry. In the niglit, two batteries were commenced, and
thells thrown, which the garrifon anfwered by thet, and both were
employed without mifchief. . The next day all the cavalry, not on
duty, were detached, under the command of a Lieutenant, to re-
connoitre : and proceeded to the hither end of the Red-hill. The
French cavalry with fome platoons of infantry advanced towards
them, and made fome evolutions as intending to fall on their flanks,
which the Englifh cavalry prevented by contrary motions, and re-

turned
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turned to camp.  They had perceived at a diftance a'taroe cloud of
duft, as of troops with ‘cannon, “advarcing from Pondicherry:

= 1 The fort of Valdore ftands nine miles ~. . w. of Poud'icherrv.
Tts form is an exaét-parallelogram, fquaring with the compafss and
extending 300 yards from E. to'w. and 210 from N. to s, . It is fitu-
ated in a plain, and its original fortifications, like the generality of
the forts in the country, were a rampart with towers, a fauffe-biay
and a ditch.. Mr. Dupleix, had raifed a glacis on- the north—ﬁ({e:
and had converted the center tower on this fide, and that in the 5. v,
angle, into baftions with faces and flanks; but the pettah, which
is to the weft, remained within 150 yards of the wall: fo that the
vicinity ‘of Pondicherry was its beft defence. In the morning of the

14th, one of the batteries opened; it fronted and battered the tower .

in the north-weft angle with one gun, and with the other took off
the defences of the next tower in the weft wall. :

The duft feen the day before was from a body of troops marching
to éencamp under Villenore. The intelligence of the prefent day faid
_they were the whole army, and that'Mr. Lally intended to ' attack
the Englifh camp by furprize in the enfuing night, which deter-
mined Colonel Coote to reconnoitre them himfelf when the fun
abated in the afternoon. All the cavalry in two divifions, each ac-
companied by five companies of Sepoys, marched with him. When
arrived at the Red-hill, oppofite to Villenore, he proceeded along
the foot of it with one of the divifions, and fent the other acrofs
the plain, to examine the enemy’s out-pofts on that fide, whilft his
own divifion came oppofite to a body of Europeans, with two field-
pieces drawn wup in the high road neareft the hill, leading to the
bound-hedge. They cannonaded, but at too great a' diftance; and
Colonel Coote continued under the fide of the hill until dark, in
order to perfuade the enemy that he intended to patrole the field all
night ; but returned foon after to the camp. Five or fix Sepoys
and a horfe were killed in this fervice. In the fiege, one of the guns
in the battery was ruined by the fire of the fort. Shells continued

through the night, and the next morning, which ‘was the 1 5th, the
) other

62y
1760.

N SR Y
-ﬁ-pl i] .



628
1760.
Aprily

Tue WAr oF COROMANDEL. Book XII.

other battery was completed and opened. It faced the tower in the
s. w. angle, and 'the fire from both continued through the day as
hot as it could be fafely kept up. The whole of the French troops
had aflembled at Villenore during the night, and puthed on ad-
vanced pofts, which, in the morning, began to fkirmifh with thofe
of the camp ; where all, excepting the men at the batteries, were
kept in readinefs to turn out the line, but the enemy’s main bedy
did not advance. Intelligence was repeated of their intentions te
attack the camp this night, as the night before : on which Colonel
Coote f{truck all the tents at funfet, as if hé meant to change his
ground, but pitched them again in the fame place after dark ; but
half the troops lay on their arms until day-light. The howitz con-
tinued through the night, and in the morning the batteries, which
had been much impaired, renewed their fire as violently as the day
before. The fkirmithes likewife recommenced between the out-
guards of both armies. At twoin the afternoon, both breaches ap-
peared practicable ; and a deferter, who at this hour efcaped from the
fort, reported, that the garrifon had nearly expended all their am-
munition, and were inclined, if not immediately relieved, to fur-
render ; on which Colonel Coote ordered Major Gordon, who com-
manded the attack, to fummons the commandant at four o’clock, at
which hour he fhould proceed himfelf with the main body from the
camp, and offer battle to the enemy’s ; which if they avoided, and
the garrifon refufed to furrender, Major Gordon was to ftorm the
breaches, and Colonel Coote would fend affiftance; but, if the
enemy’s army came to an engagement, Gordon was to march from
the batteries with his divifion, and form the third line in the order
of battle. Accordingly the main body advanced a mile and a half
from the camp, and halted in fight of the enemy, who only fent
forward their European cavalry and fome Sepoys, which were met by
parties of the Englifh cavalry, European and black, fupported likewife
by Sepoys, and fome were wounded on both fides by fire-arms, but no
charges made hand to hand. At fix o’clock, Colonel Coote recetved
word, that the garrifon of Valdore had confented to furrender without
terms the next morning, and had given up the outer gate, on which

he
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he returned with the line to the camp. The garrifon confifted of a
_captain, a lieutenant, 8o other Europeans, and 280 Sepoys : they
had loft only two men killed, and three wounded ; and the Englith
not more. There were in the fort 25 pieces of cannon, and fome
paddy. Colonel Coote, -as foon as he had taken pofleflion, detached
200 of the black horfe, with 300 Sepoys, under the command of

Aflafbeg, to take Trivadi, in which were fome Sepoys that pro--

teted the diftrié, and gathered the produce for the French govern-

ment. -

Of the French prifoners which had been taken in the late fucceffes,
the Prefidency of Madrafs had inlifted 60 of thofe confined there,
and fent them to the camp. « Thefe men, as foon as they came
before Valdore, fo near their own army and their capital, deferted
daily, and 40 ‘of them were gone before 'the place was reduced ;

fome of the company of French Volunteers likewife went off, al--

though they had hitherto behaved with as much {pirit as if fighting
under, inftead of againft, their own colours.  But as {foon as Valdore
fell, new deferters began' to come over from the enemy, three, four,
and five in a day : neverthelefs all that remained of thofe fent from
Madrafs were returned thither to be confined again, for the perfidy
of their comrades. :

On the 19th, Colonel Coote went out agam in the afternoon,
with the cavalry, and fix companies of Sepoys, to reconnoitre on
the Red-hill 5 the French cavalry, fupported likewife by fome Se-
poys, came out, and advanced along the neareft avenue, but only
the Sepoys on cither fide engaged, and that with diftant firing, until
four field-pieces came: up from Villenore, 'on which Colonel Coote
returned to the camp.  T'wo of his black horfemen were killed, and
the horfe of a trooper, with five Sepoys, wounded. '

During thefe operations of the mam army, Colonel Monfon was
h his divifion from Karical. The French prifoners
fent to ‘Tritchinopoly, under the efcort of two
companies of Sepoys, and of 60 of the Europeans, who had been
drawn from that garrifon on this fervice; two other of thefe com-

and two lent by the Nabob, with 12 Europeans, were left
: in

advancing Awit
taken there were

panies,
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in Karical. Captain Jofeph Smith, with the reft, of his command
from Tritchinopoly, of which 30 were artillery men, remained, as
did half the marines from the fquadron; the other half, with all
the battering artillery, were re-embarked. 'The Nabob with his
troops, likewife accompanied Major Monfon. . They moved on the
1oth of April, and continued by the road along the fea-fhore, until
they came to the mouths of the Coleroon near Devicotah, when they
{truck to the weft, and pafled the river in its fingle channel, oppo-
fite to the pagoda of Chilambarum. At the paflage, they were
joined by Kiftnarow, with his party of herfe, who a few days be-
fore had intercepted two companies of Sepoys, efcorting three tums-
brils of ammunition to Chilambarum, which he took, having killed
and difperfed all the Sepoys, and gathered. up their arms. Major
Monfon fummoned this place on the 1gth ; and en refufal, two
eighteen- pounders were difembarked from the {quadron, wlnch was
at anchor off the bar of Devicotah. They were brought on cata-
marans up.the Coleroon, and joined the camp the next day. The
flender walls of. the pagoda would not have refifted a fingle fhot,
and, although the French had projected redoubts at the four angles,
and ong in the middle of the north, and another of the {outh walil ;
thefe works had only been carried up a little way in earth, and
could only ferve for cannon fired in barbette; {caffoldings had been
erected, for mufketry, and there was, a gun in each of the towers at
theangles. In the twilight of the evening, the garrifon perceived
the artillery-men of the camp bringing fafcines to the {pot where
the battery was intended, and miftook the fafcines for fcaling-lad-
ders;; on which the officers held a confultation, which did not re-
folve until midnight; when the camp, to their great {furprize, faw
a number of torches held out together upon the wall, and difcovered
funongﬁ them a white flag, which the torches were illuminating,
The fignal of {urrender was accepted ; fome troops advanced to the
gate, and were admitted on the promife of good treatment to the
garrifon 3 ‘'which confifted of eight officers, and 40 other Europeans,
"The next day, the marines were fent to Devicotah, to be re-embarked
on the fguadron 3 and Kiltnarow, with his horfe, was detached to

I § deﬁroy
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deftroy the French diftri@s about Cuddalore. "This way lay the -

neareft road to Valdore ; but Major Monion, imagining that Mr.
Lally might poft a force at Cuddalore to mterrupt the march of his
‘own, which was not ftrong in Europeans, if they fhould take this
route ; and, being unwilling to expofe the perfon of the Nabob to
any danger, refolved to turn inland, and attack Verdachelum ; from
whence he might proceed to Valdore, keeping the main body of the
army between his own divifion and Pondicherry. '

The enemy kept only Sepoys in their flation at Trivadi, who
abandoned it on  the approach of Affafbeg’s detachment, although
they came without cannon. Encouraged by this eafy fuccefs, Aflaf beg
proceeded towards Cuddalore, where the fame panic had prevailed,
and no troops remained to oppofe his entrance; but the town was
‘not entirely deferted by the inhabitants.  This ftation was of
- much utility, as the road was in fight, and at this feafon to wind-
ward of Pondicherry: two companies of Sepoys were pofted in
the town ; the houfes of the faGtory were prepared to ferve as an hof-
pital to the fquadron 3 bullocks were fent off to fupply the thips with
frefh provifions; and the few boatmen rémaining in the town re-
ceived encourdagement to colle€t more of their own craft from dif-
ferent parts of the coaft. On the 25th Rear-admiral Cornifh an-
chored in the road, with the fix men of war from Karical, and on
the 2gth was joined by Admiral Stevens, with four more from Bom-
bay : they were part of the nine, which compofed Mr. Pococke’s
fquadron 1n the preceding year, two of which were arrived before
with Mr. Cornifh. - Of the three others, the Salifbury was not com-
pletely repaired, and the Cumberland had not entered the dock
when” Mr. Stevens failed; the Yarmouth remained, in confe-
quence of orders from the admiralty, to convey Mr. Pococke to
England, from whence he had been abfent five years. - All the pre-
fidencies followed him with the moft grateful acknowledgements of
the eminent fervices he had rendered the nation during his conti-
nuance and command in the feas of India, which he completed, by
efcorting fafely fiom St. Helena, in the heat of the war, 13 fail of the
‘company’s thips returning from their fettlements, which artived in

Vor. 11, 4 M . England
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England in the O&ober following, and were the richeft flect that

had ever entered the Thames at one time.

The two armies had continued in their refpeftive encampments,
their advanced guards in full fight, and continually: alarming one
aniother; and on the z7th at day-break, the French cavalry, with -
so of their infantry, attacked a poft of Sepoys and black horfe,
killed fix or feven of each, and wounded more; and loft themfelves
two huflars killed, and their officer, with feveral wounded.

Nothing of confequence paffed for feveral days after, and in the
night between the firft and fecond of May, the whole French army
decamped from Perimbé, and retreated clofe. to the bound-hedge,
leaving only an advanced poft with two guns about half a mile in
front of the main body. Colonel Coote went in the afternoon,
with his ufual efcorte of horfe and Sepoys, to reconnoitre their po-
fition, and, advancing too near, feveral of his Sepoys were killed by
the fire of the cannon from the advanced poft.

Major Monfon with his divifion, and the Nabob with his
troops, arrived before Verdachelum on the 26th.  This place ftands
60 miles n. ¥. w. of Chillambrum, and 6o s. w. from Valdore. It
is extenfive, and was originally a pagoda, and although converted
into a fort by the addition of towers at the angles, and projected
mafles of mafonry in each of the fides as gateways, flill continued
of very feeble defence againft cannon. It feemed therefore only
to acquit his military honour, that the commanding officer refufed
to furrender on the firft fummons; for the next day, on the ap-
pearance of the two eighteen-pounders in battery, he of his own ac-
cord threw out the white flag, and furrendered at difcretion. His
garrifon were, befides himfelf and another officer, 13 Europeans, and
150 Sepoys. ‘This place as well as Chillambrum was delivered over
to the Nabob, who gave them in charge of his own Sepoys, and put

both garrifons under the command of Kiftnarow. He was here ~

joined by his brother, Maphuze Khan, who when leaft expetted, -
had left the Pulitaver in the beginning of January, and joined Ma-
homed Hloof at Tinivelly; from whence he was fent, with an ef=

corte, to Puducotah, the principal town of the polygar Tondiman,
; ‘ where
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where he remained, fiill full of fufpicions of the evil intentions of
the Nabob, until encouraged to truft him by repeated affurances
from the Prefidency, that no harm fhould befall him. He arrived with
very few attendants, and 'had not money to entertain more. From
Verdachelum, the troops continued their route by Villaperum and Vi-
cravandi, and arrived at Valdore on the 3d of May. = The Nabob re-
mained in  the camp until the soth, much delighted with the army
and commanders, who had reftored him to fo great a part of his
dominions. He then proceeded (to Madrafs, in order to regulate
‘with the Prefidency the modes of adminiftration in the countries
which had been recovered. '
The French, when they abandoned Cuddalore, demolifthed the
parapets of the battions, took down the three gates, and made fe+
veral breaches in the rampart, and the whole face of the town front-
ing the fea never had a wall.' Several informations had been lately
received, that Mr. Lally intended to® retake Cuddalore, of which
Colonel Coote advifed the officers there, and warned them to keep
{pecial guard. On the roth at night, roo Europeans, with 60
huffars and three companies of Sepoys, entered the town, furprized
and difperfed the Sepoys, and advanced to the hofpital; - where they
took five furgeons, fix petty officers, and 58 failors and marines be-
longing to the {quadron, moftly fick, whom they carried away, and
left none of their own men to maintain the place. The next day,
a reinforcement of two companies of ‘Sepoys, with 20 of the Eu-
ropean horfe, and a field-piece, under the command of Lieutenant
Fitzgerald, were fent into the town from the camp, and 6o marines
were landed from the fquadron. At four in the enfuing morn-
ing, whilft it was yet dark, a ftronger party than:the night before
entered the town again, and took the ficld-picce ; but, finding more
refiftance: than they expected, retreated over the rivers fowards Fort
St. David, of which the fortifications had been fo completely de-
molifhed, that a fingle redoubt was nat left to give peft to a
company of infantry. Lieutenant Fitzgerald, with the huffars and
fome Sepoys, for all would not move, and none of the marines, fol-
lowed, and hung in their rear, until they bad recroffed the Panar
4 M2 ' beyond

=



as before, . oW 12 ]

Tueg WARr oOF Coaom.&.nnzn. . Book XIL

beyond Fort St. David; where the enemy ‘abandoned  the field-
piece they had taken. It was faid, that the commander was kllled
three other officers wounded, and 32 of the common foldiers
killed and wounded. Of the Englith troops a Jemidar with 20 Se-

ys were wounded, and a Subadhar was killed. ' From this ear-
neftnefs, other attempts were expered, and diligence was ufed to
render the place more defenfible, and the Sepoys were augmented to
700. On the zoth, information was received, that the enemy in-

tended another attack, with a much greater force than the laft::- on

which, Colonel Coote detached an officer, with g0 Europeans, and-
300 black horfe, to interrupt their parties, or fuccour the place.
The officer went with the Europeans into the town, and ftationed
the horfe at a diftance without ; between one and two in the morn-
ing, the expe@ed atrack was made by 700 Europeans, 400 Sepoys,
150 of the French horfe,which were halfthis body: and they had four
field-pieces.  They divided into five different aflaults ; all entered the
town, but were ftopped at the traverfes which had been thrown up
in the fireets leading to the hofpital, which refifted the direét fire
of their field-pieces, and commanded their mufketry. They how-
ever perfifted, until two of their officers were killed, and 60 private
men killed and wounded. = The Englith officer followed them, with
the black horfe and fome Sepoys, to the Panar: but their cavalry
and field-pieces keeping in order in the rear, deterred any effetual at-
tempt to interrupt their retreat.

On the 23d, the Salifbury joined the fquadron from Bombay, and
brought from thence to the afliftance of the army three companies
of ithe royal artillery, which the King had fent for the defence of
that ifland, and the government there, very judicioufly, to the coaft,
where they were more immediately wanted. They were 178 men,
exclufive of officers, all found, and joined the army a few days
after from Cuddalore, where they landed.  After the retreat of
the French troops to the bound-hedge,  the two camps were at
too great a diftance to afford fuch contmual occafions of fkirmifh

The
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The fuccefles of the Englifh army, had not a little conduced to
encreafe the diflentions which had long rent the government of
Pondicherry, where calamity, inftead of reconciling, only exafperated
the animofities of thofe. who were fharing the fame diftrefles. The
iofs of Permacoil was imputed to the retreat of the army, which was
on march to relieve it 5 but they were only faulty in not having ad-
vanced with more expedition; and in either cafe Mr. Lally, not
being prefent, was exempt from blame: which neverthelefs was
urged, becaufe the officer who commanded n his abfence was of
his own regiment, and fuppofed to be much in his favour. The
fall of Alamparvah was afcribed to the lofs of Permacoil, and Valdore
to malignant treachery, that Pondicherry might be deprived of the
laft poft which remained to prote& any convoys which might at-
tempt to get intothe town. . Mr. Lally was informed of what every:
. one thought and faid concerning himfelf; and retaliated with far-
cafims on their forenefs for the lofs of their own peculations out of the:
diftri&s which he had been obliged to abanden. In this ftate of vi-
rulence were minds, when the {quadron with Mr. Cornith was:
working up the coaft to Karical. There were in the town of Pon-
dicherry, 600 Europeans, invalids, fit only for garrifon duty : and
the inhabitants were goo more Europeans. Thefe, added to the
regular troops, would contribute to make a formidable difplay, which
Mr. Lally intended to exhibit en the ftrand to the view of the
~ {quadron, as they were paffing through the road : orders were given

in confequence. The covenanted fervants-of the French company
were to be a part of the parade; buta little before, at the hour ap~-
pointed, they came into the court of the government-houfe, and
fent up word to Mr, Lally, that they would not march unlefs led
by the Governor and Council, whom Mr. Lally had exempted from
this duty. Mr. Deleyrit, the governor, immediately offered to put-
himfelf at their head ; but-the counfellors coming in, faid, that none:
of the Company’s fervants were obliged to bear arms out of the walls.
of the town. ©On this declaration, Mr. Lally arrefted the | twas
{pokefimen of the Council, and two of the forwardeft of the repug-

nants, difarmed and difmifled the reft, and went on with ‘the review
: witheunt;
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without them. The offence and punifhment left no bounds to the
mutual averfion between him and the company’s fervants. 'Whilft
the Lnglith' army were attacking Valdore, two fhips arrived fron:
the iflands; they brought neither troops nor money, but unfavou-
rable advices, which were with much caution fupprefled, and pub-
lifhed as good news with falute of cannon, fireworks, and rejoicings,
That Mr. D’Aché’s {quadren, reinforced from France to 2 5 fail
¢ of the line, might be foon expected on the coaft, with a large body
¢ of land forces on board,”  After the fall of Valdore, a few en-
clofures under the 'guns at Villanore and Arancopang, ‘with the
ground within the bound hedge, and the town of Pondicherry it-
felf, contained all the live provifions, on which the colony was to
rely for their future fuftenance, and all further means were precluded
of bringing i grain or other articles of ftore from the country
without ; for although Gingee and Thiagar remained in the hands
of the French, their fituation was diftant, and their garrifons not

Atrong enough to furnith fufficient efcorts, and no parties equal to the

fame purpofe could be detached fronx the main bedy, withoutincurring
the rifque of interception. When the farm of the diftricts adja-
cent to Pondicherry was taken from the European renters, and
let to the Malabar, after the defeat at Vandivafh, there was a fuf
ficient quantity of gran on the ground in reach of Pondicherry, to
have ftocked the place, as fome fay, for years; but' money was then
more {earce than victuals, and the new farmer was permitted to fell
his grain, that he might be enabled to pay his rent i coin into the'
treafury, inftead of delivei‘ing grain, as acquittal, into the maga-
zines, As foon as Permacoil and AlzimparVall fell, and the Englith
army advanced between Gingee and Pondicherry, Mr. Lally faw this
error, and that it was not retrievable, but by means which he had hi-
therto, with too much prefumption,  defpifed.

Hyder Ally, the general of the Myforeans, had at this time ace
quired the whole power of the government., He had lately taken
the King out of the hands of his uncle, the Dalaway, whom we
have feen commanding the Myfore troops before Tritchino-

Iy.
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poly. 'The Dalaway had agreed to retire to the fort of My-
fore with a jaghire allowed for his maintenance and fecurity, and
Hyder Ally was left without controul 5 for the King was young, weak,
and timid. Not unmindful, however, of a reverfe of fortune, Hy-
der Ally caft about to get fome place of refuge immediately for his
treafures, and contingently for his own perfon ; and judicioufly pre-

~ ferred Thiagar in the Carnatic, as well for the difficulty of accefs

to it .from Myfore, as the inexpugnable nature of its fortifications.
A Portuguefe monk, named Norognha, who affumed, and perhaps
had obtained, the title of Bifhop of Halicarnafius, had, by refidence
under the pretext of religious miflion, acquired much knowledge of
the adjacent countries, as- well as .of the Carnatic itfelf, and M.
Lally, immediately on his arrival at Pondicherry, gave him his con-
fidence, and employed him in all his tranfactions with the chiefs of
the country. The bithop performed his commiffions with zeal ; for
he was greedy of money, and it is a common cuftom in India to
give fome to the negotiator of a treaty. It was he who bargained
for the Morattoes who joined the French army at Arcot; after
which he continued in Velore,: watching other opportunities, and
either fuggefted to Hyder Ally, or difcovered his inclinations to
obtain Thiagar. Mr. Lally feeing no other means of procuring
relief to the neceflities which began to threaten Pondicherry,
reprefled the contempt with which he had hitherto regarded
the military faculties of the princes in India, and {ent two of his
officers to conclude the treaty with Hyder Ally. It was agreed,

- < that Hyder fhould immediately fend a body of 2000 horfe, and

-4 3000 Sepoys. with artillery, who, on their arrival at Thiagar,
« were to be put in poffeflion of that fort, and of Elvanafore, with
« the dependencies of both, which were to remain the property of
4 the Myforeans in perpetuity as long as the flag of France exifted in
« India. ‘This army was to be paid at the rate of 100,000 rupees a
« month, from the day of their arrival at Thiagar. Ten cighteen
¢ pounders were to be given as a prefent to Hyder, exclufive of the
“¢ artillery in the two forts, which, as well as all the military ftores,

<t was to be delivered with them. His trcops were to be furnithed
 with

1760,
Md.y.



638
_1760,

Tue WAR 6% CEII!{OM-ANDELI. Book XII.

“t with ammunition, whilft fervihg for the French ; who, after'the ,
% Carnatic thould be cleared, were to affift him in conquering the

+¢ fouthern countries of Madura and Tinivelly. = Befides the number
¢ already {tipulated, Hyder Ally engaged to fupply 1ooo horfe and
¢ 2000 Sepoys miore & in :‘:maﬁdefatiqn of which, half the countries
¢ which thould be recovered in the Carnatic, were to be affigned to
“ his government, excepting the French company’s domains of
¢ Villenore, Valdore, Bahoor, and Alamparvah: the territory of
« Vellore, as belonging to Mortizally, their ally; and the diftricts de-
¢« pendant on Trinomalee, having been granted in appanage to Rajah-
¢« faheb, the fon of Chundifaheb, were likewife exempted; and
<¢ whatfoever portion of the Carnatic fhould fall to the Myforeans,
“ was to be delivered back to the French, in proportion to the pro-
¢¢ orefs of the acquifitions in the fouthern countries.”

The negotiation was conducted with {fo much fecredy, that no
furmifes of it were obtained by the Englifh until the 24th of May,
juft as their late fucceffes feemed to have left nothing on the land,
which could interrupt the profecution of their intention to
blockade Pondicherry; for which, preparations were making at
Madrafs, when Colonel Coote received intelligence of this un-
expected alliance by a letter from one of his correfpondents in
Pondicherry, fignifying, that Mr. Lally was preparing a con-
fiderable detachment, to march and join Hyder Ally at Thiagar.
Hyder it'was known was not there, nor was there any probability,
that his other interefts would permit him to leave Seringapatam :
nor were any difpofitions obferved in the enemy’s encampment,

“which fignified {uch a detachment as was faid to be going.  On the

3oth, Colonel Coote went out to reconnoitre them himfelf, ac-
companied as ufual by the biack horfe and Sepoys. The enemy can-
nonaded hotly, and killed forme of the horfemen ; but Aflafbeg, with
two or three fquadrons, broke in upon their Sepays, and killed 14
of them. Nothing appeared for feveral days after to confirm the
intelligence ;- and Colonel Coote began to regard it as a rumour
thrown out by Mr. Lally himfelf, to conceal fome other -defign,
when, on the 7th of June, he reccived a confirmation of it from

Kift-



Book XII. PonpicHERRY. THE MyYsoREANS.
Kiftnarow, who had been ordered to look out, and had advanced
~with his party to Volcondah.

The firft divifion of the Myfore troops, confifting of 1000 hotfe,
and 2000 Sepoys, arrived at Thiagar on the 4th of June, and the
next day fome of their parties, roaming to colle@ cattle, fkirmifhed
with Kiftnarow’s near the pettah of Volcondah. The reft of the di-
vifion ftill remaining at Thiagar were 30 miles nearer Pondicherry;
- and Kiftnarow believing the exaggerated accounts of their numbers,
and being in want of ammunition, hurried back to prote the dif-
tricts of Verdachelum, which had been entrufted, not without pro-
fit, to his care ; from hence he fent his report and his fears to Co-
lonel Coote, with earneft requeft of reinforcements; and then, he
faid, he would march, and beat the Myforeans.

A month before the rumours of thefe troops, the forces which -

~ the Myfore government maintained in Dindigul had commenced
hoftilities againft the adjacent polygars depending on Tritchi-
nopoly ; and it was reported that they intended to get pofieffion
of the pafs of Nattam, which would preclude the immediate com-
munication between Tritchinopoly and Madura. But as the My-

{oreans in thefe quarters had feveral times before attacked the pof=

feflions of the Nabob, their prefent hoftilities had not led to any
fufpicions of the greater effort which Hyder Ally was preparing
againft the Carnatic ; nor were they deemed of dan ger to require im-
mediate refiftance from this province: but Mahomed Ifivof fent a
detachment from Tinivelly to Madura, fromwhence they were to take
the field and enter the diftricts of Dindigul ; and the troops main-
tained by the Nabob for the prote€tion of the diftricts of T'ritchi-
nopoly, aflfembled at the pafs of Nattam, under the command of
Huffain Cawn, who had {erved with the French at Terriore and
Seringham until they retreated out of thefe countries, when he
offered his fervice to the Nabob, and was accepted.

The heats of the feafon, fince the land-winds bad fet in in April,
had this year been much more intenfe than ufual; and had ftruck
ficknefs through the camp. Sixty Europeans had died, and 300
were in the hofpital,~and to preferve the reft from the fun, the day-
duty of the line was done by the Sepoys. From the fame attention
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fifey of the late deferters had been incorporated, and called the Free
Company, under the command of two French officers, brothers,
of the name of Martin: like the French volunteers, they were
intended for the fervices of moft fatigue and-danger, and were
now employed, for the firft time.  They marched on the roth,
accompanied by 25 Coffrees, two companies: of Sepoys, 1000 black
hotfe, and an iron gun with five European gunners, ' to join Kift-
narow at Villaporum ; as it was fuppofed the Myforeans would
attempt to pafs either: by this' place, or Trivadi.

Although no regular detachments had ‘marched from Pondi-
cherry, {mall parties to the amount of 200 Europeans had pafled
at different times undifcovered to ‘Gingee, and from thence
proceeded to Thiagar, before the firft divifion of Myforeans
arrived there; but remained  in order to accompany the main
body to Pondicherry. Preparing for this important convoy and
reinforcement, the garrifons both of Thiagar and Gingee had
colleQed all the cattle, which the inhabitants had not driven out
of their reach: but the Myfore horfe in three days fwept a
much greater number ; ‘but refufed to proceed with them, until
fully apprized what interruption they were likely to meet in the
way ; and the French officers were afraid to tell them that they only
ran the rifque of mere by this delay.

"The Martins arrived at Villaporum on the 11th, and heard no-
thing of Kiftnarow; and the commandant of Gingee, thinking he
could cope with their detachment, marched from his forts with 100
Europeans, fome Sepoys and black horfe. The Martins, as well as
the deferters they commanded, behaved with much {pirit in their
new caufe, and repulfed their countrymen, who ated but faintly.
Some of the French Sepoys were killed, and two Europeans, a To-
paze, and a Coffree, were made prifoners.

Notwithftanding this fuccefs and repeated injunétions Kiftnarow
fill kept alopf; and, as it was fuppofed that the Myforeans already
arrived were the whole body, and would advance, accompanied
by the Europeans from Thiagar, to which force that with the

Martins although ftrong, would in no wife Hgve been equal, another
' detach-
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detachment M1l ftronger was fent from the camp: both when
joinied would amount to igo European ififantry, 30 European horfe,
25 Cofftees, 6oo Sepoys, and 1600 black horfe; and were to be
commanded by major More, the fame who marched in January to
Tripetty, and had lately been promoted fiom the rank of captain.

More Myforeans arriving, they called in ‘their parties, and
being jomed by 40 or go of the French troops from Thiagat,
appeared before Tricalore on the 1othy but, the Frenchmen
having btought only two or three fmall ficld-pieces, and the
fort being of ftone, the Sepoys within, who were three goed com-
panies left there by Captain Airey, refufed to furrender; and

by the fire of their mufketry from the walls obliged the enemy to *

retite ; who then went againit Tritchimungalum, a fort five miles to
the eaft, where the gar'riftm, which was likewife of Sepoys, took
fright, and evacuated it on their approach. From this place all
the Myfore cavalry, now 1500, fet off for Pondicherry, driving a
multitude of cattle, but unaccompanied by any troops on foot, even
their own, that, 1f interrupted, the horfe might be free to force their
way, or retire. 'The rule of thefe countries had fo often been fhifted
to and fro by the fortune of war, and they had fuffered fo much,
as well from the ravages of hoftility, as' the concuffions of unfettled
government, that they regarded both the Englith and French at
leaft as tyrants, when not enemies ; and, at this time, the renters
and heads of villages, not knowing how foon they might have new
mafters, gave no afiiftance to Major Mote’s detachiment; who, dif=
trefled for provifions, and mifled by falfe intelligence, advanced from
Villaporum towards T'ricalore, where they expeéted fupplies, and
hoped to intercept the Myforeans in'their rott; who had paffed be-
fore to the fouth, by T'rivanelore, and arnved at Trivadi on the
23d, where they halted the day. Mr. Lally, apprized of their
approach, had ‘moved his whole army from the bound hedge
to his former encampment at Perimbé, in full fight of Valdore,
and then detached 50 of his European cavalry to .join. the
Myforeans on' the road. Colonel Coote received qurclf intel-
ligence of their arivalat Trivadi, with an account of their num-
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bers, and immediately fent out all the cavalry remaining in the
camp, which were 1000 black, and 8o European horfe: they were
led by Vaflerot, but whilft proceeding ftreight towards Trivadi, the
Myforeans filed off from thence along the Panar, until they reached
the bounds of Fort St. David, and then croffing the plain, and keep~
ing about a mile from the fea, came in towards the evening at
Ariancopang, three miles in the rear of the French camp at Perimbé.
They fet out: from Trivadi, with 2000 head: of cattle, which re-
tarding their march, they left in different herds in various places,
intending to return and bring them in by detachments ; {o that only
500 bullocks arrived with them at the French camp.

The day- after, Mr. Lally, in order to make proof of their fervice,
advanced with them all, and the French European horfe, towards
the grand guard of the Englith cavalry, which was pofted amile and
2 half in front of the camp. All, when at a proper diftance, fet
off on the gallop, and furrounded the guard on every fide. Colonel
Coote immediately pufhed to relieve them with the main body of
the cavalry, from the camp 3 but before they came up, as thefe kind
of onfets are generally decided in a very few minutes, the whole
guard was difperfed, and hurrying back to take fhelter with the
main body. The Myforeans carried off 30 horfes belonging to the.
black cavalry, and feven to the huffars.

Enfign Turner, who commanded at Cuddalore, receiving intel- -
ligence of the cattle which had been left on the way, went
out with the Sepoys of his garrifon, and in two or three days col-
leGted and drove in goo. of them; and none of the reft got into
Pondichergy. '

The detachment of Myforeans efcorted the officers appointed by
Hyder Ally to fettle the treaty and the plan of operations with the
French government. - A little before their arrival a report had been
{pread, that ordets were on the way recalling Mr. Lally to France ;
which the Myforeans hearing, infifted that Mr, Deleyrit, and all the
members of the Council, fhould fign the treaty: had they re-
fufed, no further affiftance was to be expeéted ; they therefore figned
it, but at the fame time compofed a proteft, which they kept en-

tirely '
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tirely fecret amongft themfelves, objetting more efpecially to the
monthly fum which the Myforeans were to receive as pay, to dif-
charge which no money-exifted 5 and that the territories ceded to them
were of much more value than the indefinite fervices they were likely
to perform. Neverthelefs this clandeftine difapprobation was unwor-
thy their office, being calculated to exempt themfelves from blame, and
to exaggerate it on Mr. Lally, if affairs fhould better with the affift-
ance of the Myforeans ; at the fame time the apparent fanction evinced
that the council {faw no immediate means fo likely to ftop the progrefs
of the Englith fuccefles, which had taken every thing abroad but

. "Thiagar and Gingee, and were at this inftant menacing the capital,.
Pondicherry : {o that had the council meant fincerely, they only pro--
mifed the half of what they had loft, or never pofiefied, to obtain the.
only chance of gaining the other half, perhaps of preferving what.

remained. ‘The treaty was figned on the 27th, and on the 28th at
night all the Myforeans went away, promifing to return very foon

with their whole force, and abundance of provifions. The next day.

the French army retreated from Perimbé to the bound-hedge.

In this interval, the fquadron had been joined by two thips of the.

line from England, the Norfolk of 74, and the Panther of 64.guns,

which anchored at Cuddalore on the 15th ; and a few days after one.

of ther Company’s thips arrived from Tellicherry on the Malabar

coaft, with a detachment of 100 Europeans, and - 122 Topafies,
fent from that fettlement by order from Bombay. This, with the
detachment of artillerywhich arrived a little before, would have been
a great reinforcement at any time, but was at this junéture more

. efpecially {eafonable ; and thefe exertions did honour to the councils
of that Prefidency, which had hitherto been very cautious of part=
ing with any part of its force. _

On the goth, the day after the French army returned to their bounds,

Celonel Coote detached the remainder of the huffars,. who were 20,
500 black horfe, 50 European infantry, and four companies of Sepoys,.
to Major Moore,’ that he might be firong enough to encounter the..
whole body of the Myforeans in  their approach- to Pondicherry..

This officer had been joined at Tricalore on the 24th, by Kiftnas
4
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row, with soo horfe, and as many Sepoys. They proceeded againft.
Trichimungalum, which furrendered after a fhort refiftance on the
26th. The garrifon were ‘a ferjeant, another European, and 180

Sepoys, with a much greater ftore of ammunition than their num-

ber required. ‘They had collefted goo head of cattle in the fort,
and a large quantity of grain in the town. Major Moore was
again mifled by bis-ntelligence, and the partyof Myforcans return=
ing from Pondicherry to Thiagar pafled agin out of his reach.

Mr. Lally determined to rifque nothing before the main body
of the Myforeans atriveds and his troops were.too {trongly pofted

in front of, and within, the bound-hedge, to be attacked by a force,

which exceeded them fo little as the Englith army, fince the

detachments it had lately fent abroad. So that both armies con-

curring in the fame caution, in ‘expeftation of the fame event,
nothing of any moment pafled between them for twenty days. Co-
lonel Coote, in this interval, went to Madrafs. He left the camp

.on the 6th of July, and returned on the 14th. The next day he
received intelligence from Major Moore, that the Myforeans were

fet out from Thiagar, with a very large convoy of provifions. This

‘intelligence was confirmed the next day, with their route; and at
three the next merning, which 'was the 17th the van divifion: of

the army under Colonel Monfon moved, and took pofleffion of
Perimbé, which is the ground under the point of the red-hill directly
oppofite to Villenore. The reft of the:army came up before day-
light ;. a party was immediately detached to take poﬁeﬁ:on of the
pctt'th of Villenore, and make preparations “for batteries ; another

deftroyed: a redoubt on the hill ever Perimbé, which the ¢ncmy had

lately ereéted, in the {pot where they before had raifed the baryacks for
their cavalry, which Colonel Coote had burnt on his firfkexcurfion
to reconnoitre this ground from Permacoil. The diftance acrofs, from
the Red-hill, to the fort' of Villenore and the river of Ariancopang,

is little ‘more than amile, and thearmy poﬁnﬂed the whole {pace

in pofts and enclofures, which' could not be atfacked in front to-
wards Pondlcheny without great dlfa&vantage giand nothmg ‘was
apprehended in the rear, although the I\&y{bx‘eans were coming 3 for

2 _ they,
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they, it was not doubted, would, as before, endeavour to join the
" French army, by avoiding the Englifh. '
- On this day, the 14th, the troops with Major Moore, and the
y whol‘e_bo"dy of the Myforeans, advancing by different routs, arrived
nearly at the fame hour, m fight of Trivadi. 'With Moore were
180 European. mfantry, go Coffrees, and 5o huffars, and together
with Kiftnarew’s the black horfe were 1600, and the Sepoys 1100,
The Myforeans were 4000- horfe well mounted, 1000 Sepoys, and
200 'Eurgpeans, or Topaflcs ‘of the French army, of whom a
part managed. eight pieces of cannon. At this time, when the
Englifh troops had been fo long accuftomed to fuccefs, it was fup-
poled, that the force with Major Moore, notwithitanding the ine-
quality of numbers, might have ftood at leait an obftinate brunt;
but it'happenedi otherwife ; for by fome mifchance or mifconduét
of which no certain account has ever been given, they were totally
routed. ‘The black horfe and Sepoys, who it is faid firft gave way,
difperfed on every fide ; five and twenty of the huflars were cut to
pieces, and moft of the reft were wounded ; they were the only
part which behaved with firmnefs, fighting after they were deferted
by the European infantry, who retreated in great hurry and dif-
order to the fort of Trivadi, which they gained with the lofs of
15 killed and 40 wounded. =

The news of this misfortune reached Colonel Coote the next day,
and’ encreafed his anxiety to get poflefiion of Villenore ; for it
was not doubted that Mr. Lally, as foon as joined by the Myfo-
reans, would make every effort to fave this place. -

"The left of the Englifh encampment was'at the foot of the hill
of Perimbé, and it extended 1500 yards to the right, acrofs the
plain towards Villenore. Through the center of the camp paffed a
road (raifed as all the others on the plain. above the common level
of the ground, and) with a row of trees on each fide. This avenue

comes almoft in a ftreight line from a redoubt in the bound-hedge, .

called the Villenore; but receives its name from the village of
Ouglaree, through which it pafieth about half-way between the

bound-hedge and the hill of Perimbe, Ata thoufand yards in fron;:-
$ . i
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1760.  of the Englith encampment, and 2000 from thc bound-hedge,
W another avenue called the Villenore, ftrikes off ﬁjom the avenue
" of Oulgaree, on the left as you come from the bound-hedge,
on .the right, if looking from the camp. The Villenore, after
continuing 400 yards at a right angle from the Oulgaree, turns
nearly at another right angle, and leads ftreight weft, and parallel
to the other avenue ; but ceafes midway in the plain between Pe-
rimbé, and the fort of Villenore, which Colonel Coote was pre-
‘paring to attack, and which muft always be diftinguithed, in eon-
fidering our narrative, from the redoubt of the fame name in the
‘bound-hedge : the Villenore avenue, towards its termination, covered
.the right flank of the Englith camp. From a redoubt in the bound-
hedge, at 1000 yards to the right of the avenue of Oulgaree, com-
menceth another avenue, called as well as the redoubt itfelf the
Valdore : this avenue contifiues only 1ooo yards ftreight to the weft,
“when, ftopped by the oppofition of the Red-hill, it inclines in
another ftreight line to the left, until it has verged within 300 yards
of the avenue of Oulgaree, which it then joins in another ftreight
line, and at a right angle on the right, exaltly facing the junétion
of the Villenore avenue on the other fide the road, fo that both to-
gether interfected the avenue of Qulgaree at right angles in the fame
point. It was along the Valdore avenue; that Colonel Coote, with
his cavalry, followed the French troops, when they retreated before
him on the 7th of March, the firft time he went to reconnoitre the
‘ground about Pondicherry. Exatly oppofite to the fecond angle
-of the Valdore avenue, as you come from the bound-hedge, and
the fisft if you are going to it from the avenue of Oulgaree, ftands
-a hillock, the higheft, and the only confpicuous one on the plain,
‘detached from the Red-hill ; from the outward ridge of which this
hillock is about 300 yards diftant: thus fituated, it commanded
‘in flank the third or laft, and in flant the middle or fecond turn-
ing of the Valdore avenue. Colonel Coote, having confidered
all. the ground we have defcribed, fortified the hillock with a
clofed redoubt of three guns, threw up a retrenchment of three
‘guns .acrofs the avenue of Oulgaree, 150 yards in front of the

fpot
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{pot where it is joined by the two others, and raifed another
acrofs the Villenore avenue. Both retrenchments, and the re-
doubt on the hillock, lay nearly in the fame line in front of the
camp, which the hill of Perimbé defended on the left; on the
right, the plain on the other fide of the Villenore avenue was open
and paffable to cannon and cavalry, cven to the rear of the camp.
But this approach would now be protected by the troops ftationed
in the villages under Villenore, and employed in the attack of this
fort.  All the three works were finithed between the night of the
17th and the morning of the 1gth. This difpofition was devifed
with much {cience; for every thing was obviated which might
produce a general difafter, if the troops fhould be compelled to quit
-the attack of Villenore, of which the fuccefs was f{carcely probable,
if the enemy, as might be expetted, rifqued boldly for its fafety.

A thirteen-inch mortar, fent from Madrafs, and landed at Cudda-
lore, arrived in camp on the 19th;, and was immediately planted to
bombard the fort ; but the fhells fent with it were too {mall, and
would not take any certain range, and heavy rains prevented any
work at the batteries during the night.

The next morning the French army, not yet joined by the whole
body of Myforeans, appeared advancing along the river of Arian-
copang, as if they intended to attack the detachmments ftationed
to guard the batteries ; on which Colonel Coote marched from
the right of the camp with the two battalions of the Company’s
troops, and half the horfe and Sepoys to meet the enemy, who
halted, and began to canmonade; during which Draper’s and
Coote’s regiments with the reft of the black troops, by previous
difpofition, marched from the left of the camp along the foot of the
Red Hill, as if they intended to ftorm the redoubts of the bound-
hedge, and get into the rear of the enemy’s army. Mr. Lally be-
lieved this feigned intention to be real, and immediately retreated
to his former flations; a few of the Englith cavalry and Sepoys
were wounded. In the evening the Myforeans arrived from Trivadi
with 3000 bullocks, carrying their baggage, and drawing their ar-
tillery, and 3000 more laden with rice, and other provifions; the

Vou. IL 4+ O French
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French detachments from Thiagar and Gingee accompanied them =
they came in unmolefted, as before, by Ariancopang, and their
arrival was complimented with a long falute of cannon. In the
evening the guards before Villenore were reinforced; and double
diligence employed through the night at the batteries.

The fort of Villenore was a circle 5o yards in diameter within the
wall 5 it was {urrounded by a ditch, a covered way, and a glacis
cut in angles, as a ftar. The rampart was a confiruction of mafm__uy,
divided ‘into ten lodgements, or chambers, which were arched,
the vaults bomb-proof, and the interflices at top were filled u
to an equal level, which formed the terrace on which the can-
non were mounted. Each of the chambers was likewife opened
through the outfide of the wall in cafements intended for can-
non, but none were mounted in them. The breadth of the ram-
part, which was the length of the chambers, was 30 feet, and
reduced the area within to a fimall pentagon, which in no direQion
was more than 45 feet over 3 {o that if the chambers had not been
bomb-proof, the place could not have ftood an hour againt this kind
of artillery. Two villages lay near the fort, one dire@ly north, the
other to the north-caft. They were about 200 yards from each

other, and both 'were occupied by the Englith troops.” The paffage

through the glacis to the fort was ftreight, and nothing obftruted
the view quite up to the foot of the wall but the barrier gate, and
the draw-bridge, when up ; neither of which could refift a thot ;
neverthelefs, the French had neglefed to cover this opening by a
traverfe, cither in front or behind the paflage. 'The advantage was
taken, and a battery of two eighteen-pounders was erefted between
the two villages, to breach through the opening : another of the
fame force was erc€ed in the village to the north, to de
rapet, and take inreverfe the part intended to be breached.

Both batteries opened with the day on the 16th; -~ At nine o’clock
the French army, with all the Myforeans, horfe and foot, ‘ap-
proached along the bank of the river of Ariancopang. Some of the
black harfe and Sepoys, with three field-pieces, were fent from ‘the
Englith camp, to ftop. their advanced parties, whilft the line got

under

ftroy the pa-
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under arms ; fmd as foon as they were in motion, a detachment of
EuroPeans, with four field-pieces, filed off from the right to reinforce
the villages of Villenore. By this time the batteries there had beat
down the parapet, and filenced the enemy’s fire from the fort, when
_ two companies of Sepoys fet off on the full run, and pofted them-
felves under the brick facing of the covered way, in a hollow, where
the earth had not been filled up, as in other parts, to the creft of
the glacis; fome, more adventurous, jumped over the wall. Still
the garrifon had nothing to fear 5 for the Sepoys had a ditch to pafs,
and a very imperfect breach to mount : but the commanding officer
held out a flag of truce, and opened the gate to a detachment of
Europeans, who haftened up on' the firft fight of the flag. They
immediately raifed the Englith colours on the rampart, and turned
the guns againft the French and Myforeans, who were advanced
along the river-fide within the random reach of cannon-thot. The
change was recéived with the curfes of every man in the French
army. All the lines ftopped involuntarily, and at once, ftricken by
horror 3 and Mr. ILally, more confounded than any, immediately
ordered the whole to retreat under the gunsof Ariancopang. There
were in the fort 30 Europeans, 12 Coffrees, and eight pieces of can-
non on the ramparts, which might have held out two days longer,
before the Englith would have ventured to ftorm ; and ten minutes
more in the prefent hour would have brought on a general engage-
ment to decide its fate. Of all his fuccefles, Colonel Coote deemed
this the moft forturiate, becaufe leaft expected. Neverthelefs, he
'had exerted much ability to place the army in a fituation to make
the attack in fight of the enemy’s, and, if it failed, have nothing

unequal to apprehend. : i

The firft arrival of the Myforeans in the province had alarmed
the Prefidency of Madrafs, as much as it furprized the army; for,
befides the interruption they might give to the {uccefs of the war,
the Nabob’s revenues were loft wherever their partics appeared ; and,
as horfe, they might in the back country extend their ravages frong
"Fritchinopoly to Arcot : and this detriment was the more dreaded,

beeaufe the company in England, relying on the treafures of Bengal,
4 02 had
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had determined to fend no bullion to any of their fettlements in
India, and the Prefidency of Bengal had confumed all their incomes,

and were borrowing money. It was therefore propofed to the

Nabob, who was at Madrafs, to march with what troops had ac-

companied him  thither, fupported by a detachment of Europeans

from the garrifon, in order to protect the countries between Gingee

and Trinomaly, and all behind them to Arcot. Captain Richard

Smith, at Tritchinopoly, as foon as he had acquired intelligence of
the ftrength and intentions of the Myforeans which were come into
the Carnatic, propofed the expediency of a diverfion, by marching

with a force from his garrifon, and attacking the diftricts of Myfore,
which confine on the weftward to thofe of Tritchinopoly, whilft

the troops ordered by Mahomed Iffoof from Madura, fhould keep the
Myforeans of Dindigul at bay. The idea was approved as the moft

probable refource ; he was ordered to carry it into execution, and

Tanjore and Tondiman were requefted to give him what afliftance
he might require.

The Nabob marched from Madrafs on the 3d of July, and on the
7th he arrived at Vandivath; after loitering there fome days, he
{uddenly changed his mind from keeping the field againft the My-
foreans, and went away to make his. entrance into his capital of

~ Arcot ; but left 700 of his horfe, and 500 of his Sepoys, with his

brother Maphuze Khan, who on the 22d came with them to the
army at Perimbé. The day after Colonel Coote, with all the cavalry
of the army, a great part of the Sepoys, feveral field-pieces, an
eighteen-pounder on a field-carriage, but without any European in-
fantry, advanced towards the bound-hedge. This defiance as it were:
of meeting the Myforeans with equal arms could not provoke them
to come out and try their firength ; but the French infantry ad-
vanced, and cannonaded from feven picces of cannon, which only

wounded two European gunners. \
The next morning, the 24th, on intelligence that a large body
of the Myforeans intended to march that night to the weftward to
efcort provifions, Major Monfon was detached, with all the black
cavalry, fix companies of Sepoys, and two field-pieces, to take poft
) . s Ie I3k
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at Valdore, neat which, it was fuppofed, the Myforeans would re-
turn ; butonly a few were gone out, who halted at Rangapillah’s
choultry on the fea thore, fix miles to the north of the bound-
hedge, where they were joined on the 26th by the large body from
‘Pondicherry, of which intelligence had been given on the z4th.
All went on to Permacoil 5 Major Monfon followed them on the
27th, and arrived on the 2%h, when none were remaining there.
In che mean time, Licutenant Eifer had been detached from the
camp on the 26th, with 400 Sepoys, 30 Europeans, and a hundred
black horfe, the beft in the army, to proceed from Rangapillah’s
choultry along the fea-fhore, whilft Major Monfon was endea-

: vouung to come up with them on the other fide; but they had ftruck

off in feveral partics, fome towards Gingee, others to the north-
ward, {preading to collect cattle, and deftroying whatfoever elfe be-
longed to. the inhabitants, who, as their ground now fupplied the
Englith army with provifions, were every where confidered by . the
French as enemies. One of thefe parties went to Allamparvah,
where they plundered the pettah, and tooka lieutenant, who was
fick, and chancing to-be taking the air, having fhot him through
the back as he was endeavouring to efcape in his palankin ; how-
ever, the cannon of the fort drove the party away, and, as they were
returning along the fhore towards Pondicherry, they fell unawares
acrofs Eifer’s detachment, by whom they were intirely routed, and
36 of their horfe furrendered to him, with which he returned to
the camp in- the evening, where major Monfon’s divifion likewife
rejoined the fame day; for the whole cavalry of the camp had
marched in thefe two divifions.

The laft day of the month brought the welcome arrival of five’

of the company’s fhips from England in the Road of Cuddalore :
and two days after came in another, which had feparated from them.
There were on board of the fix, 600 men drafted from regiments

in England, to replace the deficiences whmh might have happened .

in Draper’s and Coote’s.
On the 3d of Auguft, the free company of Frenchmen were {ent
to get in the rear of one of the enemy’s advanced pofts, which lay
' in
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in the Valdore rdad; about half a.mile from the bound-hedge. They
marched along the tkirts of the Red-hill, and, coming by furprize,
killed and wounded, feveral, and drove the reft to the bound-hedge.

The Myf{oreans, according to their contra®, had'delivered all the
provifions they brought into the magazines of Pondicherry, swhere
they. were carefully {tored forfuture need.. The purfuit of Monfon,
and the fuccels of. Eifer, deterred them ifrom going out again. in
large detachments, and although the Enghfh army could not cover
the ground {ufficiently to prevent finall parties from getting back,
with a few head of cattle or other provifions, yet all thefe. fupplies
were unequal to the daily confumption of 10,000 mouths; for, with
their followers, the Myfore army amounted to this multitude; and
in a few days rice began to fell in their camp at the rate of two
pounds for a rupee.. This diftrefs, the conflant fatigue and rifque
neceflary to redrefs it, and their convictions of the fuperiority of the
Englith army, as well by the lofs of Villenore, as the caution of the
French to rifque an engagement fince that event, made them weary

of their expedition and alliance ; and their Sepoys, forefeeing lefs

likelihood of retreating with fafety than the horfe, bégan- to defert in
numbers every day. . : <) '

-The garrifon of Gingee had colleted 2000 carriage bullocks, and
rice to load on them, and, with various parties which had got out
from Pondicherry, 150 Europeans of the infantry, and 100 of the

<cavalry, were waiting there to efcort this train, expe@ing to be
Jjoined by the Myfore horfe; who were by this time determined

to go away to Thiagar, and return no more; on which, 5o more
Europeans, with three companies of Sepoys, were detached from
Pondicherry, to reinforce the convoy: = Colonel Coote took meafures
to prevent its arrival. = Some Sepoys patroled along the fea-thore, as
far as Rangapillah’s choultry ; from Alamparvah, Martin, with the
free company, four of Sepoys, and three field-pieces, marched on
the 12th, to lie between Valdore and Permacoil, and were rein-
forced the next day by 30 huflars with Licutenant Kircher.  Whilft
thefe parties were on the north and n. w. Enfign Turner marched
from Cuddalore to Trivadi, with the feven companies of Sepoys

- belong-
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belonging to that gartifon, in which Major Monfon remained
with the troops juft arrived from England: {o that the outlets to
the s. w. and s. were equally well guarded, and the main body of
the army lying between Villenore and the Red-hill utterly pre-
clud%d the paflage to or from the weft. Thesconvoy from Gingee
were expected to fet out on the r2th, but did not until the evening
of the 13th; intelligence of which was foon after brought to Colo-:
nel Coote, who went off at 11 at night, with all the black cavalry,.
200 Europeans, the hundred Topafles from Bombay, and two field-
pieces, and . proceeded towards Killenore. The fame night the
 greateft part of the Myfore horfe, decamped from the glacis of
Pondicherry, and marching faft fell in when it was deep dark
with Martin and Kircher, who, charging them unexpe@edly met

no refiftance, killéd 40, took 200 of their horfe, and goo bullocks.
lIaden with their baggage. = At day-break Colonel Coote came up-
with his party, when all the Myforeans were not yet out of

fight: they were retreating ‘in broken parties to the weft-ward..
Colonel Coote divided his force in purfuit of them, which returned
the fame day with many more bullocks and two European prifoners..
One divifion of the Myforeans efcaped both the encounter and pur-
fuit:. They were at fome diftance in the rear, when the front was.
ftopped, on which. they immediately turned back, and paffing as.

they had come at.the back of the Red-hill; and by the {ca fhore, re--

gained the bounds of Pondicherry. :

Notwithftanding this rout, it was il confidered as doubtful,,
whether the Myf{oreans might not join and return with the convoy:
waiting at:Gingee : and to-prevent the continual fatigue of detach--
ments marching fromthe camp on every report, to watch and in--
tercept their approach, it was determined to poft a force fuflicient -
to cope with them feparate from the main body of the army, which:
continued at Perimbé.  The detachment which had accompaniéd the :
,Nabob from Madrafs, when it was fuppofed he intended. to keep:

the field towards Trinomaly, advanced from Vandivafh ; and on the
19th' encampedat Ratlagramon, a town under the hills to the eaft

of Gingee, and ten| miles north' of Valdores a ftation which the:
| & 4 It COnVoyv
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convoy could not aveid without much circuit and trouble.  The
.detachment was immediately joined by -another from the camp,

when the whole amounted to 200 European foot, so Coffrees, 500
Sepoys, 5o European horfe, huflars, and soo black horfe; they
were commanded by Captain Prefton.

The 500 Myfmeans which had returned to Pondicherry wereyrald
to venture out agam in a body, but in every of the fucceeding nights
fent off {mall parties, which pafled undifcovered. To' ftop thofe
which remained, two companies of Sepoys, with 100 of the black
horfe, were detached with Enfign Meredith, and tock poft at Ran-
gapillah’s choultry. Another detachment of Sepoys marched the
fame day from the camp in queft of a party of Europeans which
had marched the night before from Pondicherry for Gingee, but
only brought back four, whom they had picked up lagging on the
road with fatigue. ‘Early the next morning, a ftrong detachment
from the bounds attacked the poft at Rangapillah’s choultry, and
obliged the party there to retreat.  On the firft notice, two compa-
nies of Sepoys, and all the grand guard of cavalry, marched to fuf-
tain them, and the enemy retired on their appearance.

In two or three nights more, all the Myforeans who had returned
to Pondicherry were gone, and all their pames had efcaped without
interruption. News was received at this time that their main body,
which had aflembled at Thiagar, were marched from thence
to attack Trinomaly ; it was therefore concluded, that they would
make no farther efforts of confequence to fucconr Pondicherry with
provifions ; and in this perfuafion, the Prefidency refumed the in-

tention of blockading Pondicherry by fea and land; and the Go-

vernor Mr. Pigot came from Madrafs to confer with Admiral Stevens
and Colonel Coote on the means. \

The ground between Villenore and Perimbé was the beft on which
the Englith army could continue, whilft the Mpyforeans remained
with the French ; for it prefented a narrow front, was of hazardous
approach, afforded feveral firong poﬁs, and was centrically fituated
for the expedition of detachments to interrupt any which might be
fent from, or coming to the enemy’s camp. But this fituation did

4 3 ’ not
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not fully anfwer ‘the purpofe of a ‘blockade, which was to reduce
the town by famine; for, ‘being five miles diftant, the army ‘was
not fufficient to form a chain of pofts i a ctirve of 1 5 miles from
the fea-thore on the north to the fea-thore on the fouth of the
town, clofe, or in all parts ftrong enough, to intercept every
thing. The bound-hedge of Pondicherry fweeps from the north
to the s. E. of the town, where it ceafes on the bank of the river
of Ariancopang, which, in two arms, with an ifland between them,
fupplies the reft of the barrier to the fouth of the town. The
area included by the hedge with the arms of the 1'iirel', com-
prizes nearly feven fquare miles. This ground afforded pafture for
a number of cattle, which, if unmolefted, might, whilft the
Englith army remained at their prefent diftance, fupply the troops
and inhabitants with provifions for feveral months; and the daily
confumption might be replaced by {fmall convoys from without; fo
that the enemy could not be feverely diftrefled, -until pent within
the bound-hedge, when its redoubts and other ftations in pofleflion
of the Englifh, would fuffer nothing to remain abroad beyond the
foot of the glacis, and even there not in quiet. Thefe pofts would
likewife obftrué the introdution of fupplies in the whole extent of
the hedge, and the prefent ftock would remain the principal reliance,
until the French army fhould be fufficiently reinforced to recover
them ; but now that the Myforeans were gone, no probability re-
mained of any troops coming to the fuccour of the town, excepting
from the fea. Neverthelefs the Englith force was not yet fufficicatly
{uperior, even if in pofleflion of the bound-hedge, to open trenches
againft the town; and if it had, the preparation, embarkation,
and tranfport of the artillery and ftores, which were all to come
from Madrafs, could not be accemplifhed before the fetting-in
of the monfoon, which at fartheft might be expeted in the middle
of O&ober. If the French fleet appeared before this time, the iflue
of the fight at {ea would determine the future fuccefs of the fiege;
if not, their delay muft arife from the want of force to cope with
Mr. Stevens’s fquadron ; andin this cafe, it was {carcely to be doubted
that fingle thips, or more, would at any rifque venture with relief

Vor. II. 4 P in
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in the height of the ftormy weather, in expetation that the.En_'gl-ilﬂu'
fquadron would have left the coaft to avoid it, as they had done
during every monfoon for the laft five years. Thus it became ne-
ceflary to get pofleffion of the bound-hedge and its redoubts with-
out delay ; and then that the fquadron fhould continue in fight of
Pondicherry through the monfoon, in order to intercept whatfoever
fhips might be eoming either with troops or provifions: but, pre-
vious to the attack of the hedge, Colonel Coote thought it neceffary
to reduce the fort of Ariancopang, which ftanding on the fouth fide
of the river, almoft oppofite, although at fome diftance from the
termination of the hedge on the other bank, commanded all the
ground between, as well as in front down. to the {trand of the fea ;
{o that from the garrifon of the town on the one hand, and the
fort on the other, this quarter of the circumvallation, ﬁlppoﬁng'
the hedge to be taken, could not be completed without more force
than the army could {pare from other parts; and even then the pofts
eftablithed on this fide would be continually expofed to dangerous
attacks ; in the mean time, this extent of ground would remain
open for the introdution of convoys; which, detachments from
the fort of Ariancopang, if taken, might eafily intercept. The
force of the Englith army before the town, exclufive of garrifons
and detachments, was 2000 Europeans, and 6ooo natives, either
horfe or Sepoys. If Ariancopang were attacked by a detachment,
the number requifite, of 8oo Europeans, would leave the main
body fcarcely a match for the whole of the enemy’s force, if col-
leGted to attack them, who doubtlefs would make the effort. If
Ariancopang were invefted by the whole army, they muft move from
the advantageous ground between Villenore and Perimbé, which
would leave all to the north of Pondicherry open, and admit the
French army then to detach a force, which, joined with the party
already at Gingee, would be able to drive Prefton from Rattlagram-
mon, and bring in, if not the whole, at leaft a confiderable part
of the convoy colletted there. Thefe grounds and circumftances Mr.
Pigot reprefented in a memorial to Admiral Stevens, and, in con-
fequence of them, requefted that he would land all the marines of

the
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_the fquadron, to enable the army to attack Ariancopang, and take
poﬁ'eﬁion_of'- the bound-hedge; and that he would determine to re-
~main on the coaft with the whole fquadron, through the monfoon.
Mr. Stevens was very loth to deprive his fhips of their marines dut-
ing the expe@ation of an engagement with the enemy’s fquadron,
but at length acquiefced to the neceflity and importance of the fer=
vice they might render on fhore; and promifed without hefitation
that his {quadron fhould not quit the coaft until compelled by irre-
fiftible neceflity. Accordingly, the marines were landed at Cudda-
lore on the 27th 5 they were, including officers, 422 Europeans.
The Myforeans, as foon as they arrived before Trinomaly, made
an attack on the pettah, in which they were repulfed with the lofs
of fifty or fixty men: but continued to inveft the place. Captain
Prefton, on intelligence of their intention, fent off on the 22d two
companies of Sepoys from Ratlagrammon, who, by bye ways in the
mountain, got into the fort on the 26th; and the day after, the
enemy in greater force than before made another affault, in which
they were again beaten off, with the lofs of fixty men, and an of-
ficer of diftinction ; the garrifon fallied as they retreated, and obliged
them to-abandon two field-pieces, which they had brought up and
ufed in the attack. 'The whole raifed the fiege immediately, and re-
turned to Thiagar.
- "T'wo hundred Europeans, with fome Sepoys, and two guns,
marching round the Red-hill in the night of the 23d, efcaped the
nterruption of the Englith guards, and arrived the next day at
Gingee 3 from whence they fet out again in different parties, efcort=
ing 2000 bullocks loaded with provifions; of which fome were dif-
perfed by Prefton, as they were coming out of the hills; and 300
were taken, when advanced within a few miles of the Englith camp,
by a detachment of 'Sepoys and black horfe, fent out to look for
them ; and none got into Pondicherry : but as all that had been
attacked had been met in the night, the efcorts regained Gingee with
very little lofs. Three or four thoufand more bullocks were ready to
be fubftituted as the convoys fent might fail, and it was now deter-
mined to fend the whole of this colleCtion together, under the
4P 2 {trongeft
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ﬂ:rongeﬁ efcort that could be rifqued abroad : accordingly Mr. Lally

detached 100 of the French cavahy and feveral more companies of
Sepoys from Pondicherry, to join the troops already at Gingee;
o that one third of his whole force was now employed in this
fervice; and he had by much follicitation, and by inducements
of which we are ignorant, prevailed on the Myforeans to fend back
800 of their horfe to Gingee, who were likewife to accompany the
convoy ; and this body of horfe arrived there at the fame time as
the laft detachment from Pondicherry. Intelligence was received
on the zgth, that the convoy with the whole efcort intended to
fet out from Gingee in the enfuing night; on which, difpofitions
were made to oppofe their paflage.

The whole of the Red-hill is interfeted by winding dales, in
which troops may march unperceived until met within them, or difs
covered from the rifing grounds above: in the middle of the -gcne-
ral plot of the Red-hill, ftands one eminence higher than any of
the others, and called from the trees it bears, the Tamarind grove :
this hillock has dales on each fide of it, which join with others,
leading from the plain of the country on the outfide of the Red-hill
to the N.w. at the fartheft diftance from the Engh{h camp, from
the left of which fhouldered under the extremity of the Red-hill at
Perimbé, the Tamarind grove was two miles to the . . and it was
three to the N. w. of Pondicherry. This fituation being central for
the interruption of troops marching through the dales of the Red-hill,
either to or from Pondicherry, Colonel Coote, who, by his continual.
excurfions, knew all the ground in the adjacencies of his camp, or-
dered a redoubt to be raifed there, which was finithed in the day. Left
the convoy fhould attempt to make their way to the fouth of the
river of Ariancopang, the whole body of marines, which were ftill
remaining at Cuddalore, were ordered to- march {ome miles from
thence along the river Paliar, and to advance fix _companies of Se-
poys beyond them towards Tnvadl ; whilft feouts from the camp
pitroled between the two rivers : and, to watch the convoy if com-
ing by the direé road from the weft, feveral companies of Sepoys
from Valdore proceeded along it towards Gingee. The convoy fet

7 out
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out from hence-on the 2¢th, the day appointed ; but Captain Prefton
having two days before taken a mud fort, called Penamalee, fituated
at the opening of the hills, pofted-a ftrong guard there,  which the
enemy: miftaking for the whole of his force, retired again, and after
wards hearing of the difpofitions made from the Englith camp,  re-
folved to proceed as before in feparate troops. -

On the 2d of September arrived at Cuddalore three of the King’s
fhips, convoying feveral of the Company’s fiom England. Of the
men of war two were the America, and Medway, each of 6o guns,
which' compleated the fquadron before Pondicherry to 17 fail of
the line. In the Company’s thips were part of a Highland regiment,
{upplied by the government, in addition to the troops it had already
fent to India, Thefe mighty aids witnefled in this quarter of the
globe, as equal efforts, wherefoever neceflary, in every: other, the
fuperior energy of that mind, who poffefling equally the confidence
of his fovereign and the nation, conducted the arduous and exten-
five war in which they were engaged agamft their great and only
rival. .

'The fame evening, Colonel Coote ordered 405 men to march and
inveft the fort of Ariancopang ; but Colonel Monfon, the nextin com-
mand, did not approve the operation, although it had been pleaded to

Admiral Stevens, as.the principal inducement to land the: marines of

the {fquadron: and Colonel Coote, not: to/difguft pertinacity, when
concurrence was fo neceflary, countermanded: the detachment..

Mr. Lally received information, that the detachment: had been
paraded, ‘and fufpected the fervice for which, it; had: been intended:
Such  a proof of the opinion which the Englith army: entertained of
their own fuperiority; convineed him thatiit.would; foon: be followed
by fome real blow of equal detriment, if they were notimmediate-
ly convinced, that his own was capable of mere than adling on the
defenfive. ' He refolved to attack theirn; camp by furprize on the
night of the 4th, and. his difpofitions were made with much; fkill:
and {agacity. 17 32 . -

In the three thips at anchor before the town;. were: 1 5o Fruropean
mariners; they were all landed, and Lafcars fent on board. 'Ehefe

: Euro~
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“Europeans, with fome Sepoys, were allotted to guard the redoubts

in the bound-hedge, that all the regular ‘European military might

fetve in the intended attacks, excepting -the artillery’ men, who

were diftributed on -the ramparts of‘the -town, and in the out-pofts
which mounted. cannon. By:the:detachments lately fent abroad,
.the whole -force that could march on the prefent fervice were 1400
European infantry, ‘xoo European horfe; and goo Sepoys. ' The
battalion of :India .and .the volunteers .of Bourbon, amounting' to
300 rank and file, had for fome days been encamped under the fort
of Ariaficopangy; ‘the Portugueze company, which was likewife
called :the company: of Jefus, and had a Jefuit at their head, with
fome Sepoys, :were .quartered in the Company’s gardens, fituated

.within the bound-hedge in the road stowards the Valdore redoubt ;

the regiments of Lorrain and Lally, 500 men, the marines of the
{quadron, zoo, and 500 Sepoys, were in the town ; the horfe were

.diftributed in different patroles. The gates of the town were fhut

early, and opened again at ten at night ; and although Colonel
'Coote entertained fpies and correfpondents in the town, not one of
them acquired the leaft furmife of Mr. Lally’s intentions, or fuf-
peed any unufual operation. _

The marines and Sepoys marched out of the town in two parties,
‘told off in equal numbers of each. They proceeded to the Val-
dore redoubt, and in the way the Portugueze company, with the
Sepoys at the garden, fell into the rear and formed the third fub-
divifion of this line. Continuing in the avenues from the Valdore
redoubt, the firft party foon turned to the right, to gain the
Red-hill, and proceed in it to the attack of the Tamarind redoubt;
in which, if they fucceeded, they were to march acrofs to the
left and join the fecond; which followed them, and quitting
the avenue likewife, were to advance along the foot of the out-
ward ridge of the Red-hill, until they had gained the flank of the
Englith redoubt on the hillock in the plain, which they were then
to bear down upon, and attack. The Portugueze and Sepoys, which
avere the third fub-divifion, were to proceed quite through the three,

2 ' lines
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lines of the Valdore avenue, difperfing what patroles and out-guards
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might be in the way, and to take poft at the Jjunétion of this avenue S:_"_"

with that of Oulgarry, where they were to wait the orders .of.
the officer who commanded the attack, which was to be made by

the regiments of Lorrain and Lally. Thefe troops, in two di-

vifions, marched from the town, and through the bound-hedge, -
along the avenue of Oulgarry, until they came to the head of this.

village, where a deep water-courfe croffed the avenue, and had a bridge

over it, which was defended by a retrenchment with guns. Here.
Lorrain halted, whilft Lally’s regiment, quitting 'the avenue by the.

left, marched outwards in the fields to fall on the right flank of the.

Englifh redoubt in this avenue; to which Lorrain was to advance.

ftreight along the avenue, and attack at the fame time. . When car--
ried, the Portugueze company, with. the Sepoys, which were the.
third {ub-divifion of the attack to the right, . were to join, and,.
with Lorrain’s and Lally’s, proceed acrofs on the left to attack the

retrenchment in the Villenore avenue which ftood in the fame paral- -

lel as that in the avenue of Oulgatry ; but-the Villenore retrench-

ment had on its left a large garden, called from its owner, Barthel--

mi'’s 3 in which were likewife pofted a ftrong guard with fome field-.
pieces.  When this garden and retrenchment were carried, all the

troops of this attack were to regulate themfelves by the fuccefs of
another attack on their left; which was to be made by the India :
Battalion' and the volunteers of Bourbon. ' They were to ‘march.
from the fort of Ariancopang, acrofs the river, to the villages un- -

der the fort of Villenore; but were to leave two field-pieces on the

plain in their way from the river, in order to {ecure their retreat...

As foon as the firing became -general, at the. retrenchment in. the
Gulgarry - road, the redoubt on the hillock, and the. tamarind
redoubt, thefe troops were to advance from the village in which they
were halting, and proceed along a fhort road which would bring
them to the termination of the Villenore avenue, and exactly in the
rear of the right flank of the Englifh encampment ;° on. which
they were to fall with the utmoft vigour, in full confidence, that
the other attacks would haye thrown the whole camp into diforder,

by

ptember+



662
1760,

[ W4 15d. 2
September.

THeE War oF CoOROMANDEL, Book X1,
by the -1111"certai-nt-y'and diftraétion of what and where fuccours were
to be fent. M. Lally, with a guard of horfe, remained at the bridge
of 'Oulgarry. 'Calculation had been made, when all the troops
would arrive within equal reach of their refpedtive attacks, where
they were to wait in filence for the fignal of two tky-rockets, which
were to be thrown up at'‘Qulgarry, when all were to advance to the
attacks allotted them. '

The fky-rockets were 'thot off a little before midnight, and foon
after the firing commenced nearly at the fame time, at the tama-
rind redoubt, the hillock, and at the retrenchment in the avenue of
Oulgarry. The attack at'the tamarind redoubt was repulfed ; but
the redoubt on the hillock was carried ; the lieutenant of the artil-
lery and three gunners were made prifoners there, and the reft of
the guard driven out, nor did they rally ; which gave the enemy
time to carry off a brafs three-pounder, deftroy the carriage of ano-
ther gun, fpike up a third, and burn down the battery. At the re-
trenchment in the Oulgarry road, the attack and defence were
more fierce. Colonel Coote himfelf ‘brought down troops to that
in the Villenore avenue and Barthelmi’s garden, and, inftead of
waiting to be attacked, advanced acrofs to fuftain the other redoubt ;
againft which Lorrain and Lally’s perfifted until eight fergeants, be-
fides common men, of Lally’s, were killed ; when the officers, hear-
ing no figns of the main attack on the right and rear of the Englifh
camp, drew off. This 'divifion, by fome unaccountable error, inftead of
advancing to the villages under the fort of Villenore, halted in ano-
ther a mile ‘to the'fouth of it, not far from the river, and in a line
with the village of Oulgarry. At 'this erroneous diftance, they
had not time, after the fky-rockets were fired, to reach the ground
of their attack, before the three others were either repulfed or' ceafed.
They were led by D’Harambure, who had always behaved hitherto
with gallantry, and efpecially during the march of Mr. Law’s re-
inforcement to Hyderabad in 17563 but Mr. Lally, with the
utual feverity of his prejudices, imputed the failure to a defign, as
the commander of the Company’s troops, of fruftrating the honour
which woeuld have redounded on himfelf, had the hardy effort

“he



Book XII:. = PONDICHERRY.
effort he was making fucceeded to his expe@ation, About twenty

Sepoys were killed and wounded of the Englith troops, but fewer
Europeans. . Of the enemy, 30 Europeans were fuppofed to be
killed, and moft of them either in Lorrain or Lally’s; four were
made prifoners, with Mr. D’Autueil, the fame officer we have feen
. opening the inteftine war of the Carnatic at the battle of Amboor,

i which the Nabob’s father fell, and who afterwards {urrendered -

te Clive at Volcondah. .

The 1hips laft arrived from England brought commiffions from -

the war-office appointing the majors Brereton and Monfon to the
rank of lieutenant colonels, with prior date to Colonel Coote ; but

both were ordered not to aflert their commiffions whilft he remained -

on the coaft. Colonel Coote neverthelefs concluded that it was in-

tended he fhould remove as foon as might be to his original and -

- eftablifhed command in Bengal, nor did Monfon propofe to continue
ferving under him, but offered to retire to Madrafs ; but Coote im-
mediately delivered over to him the command of the army, and went

thither himfelf, and requefted to proceed with his whole regiment to.
Bengal. . The Prefidency remonftrated again{t the detriment, and -

Monfon declared that the blockade of Pondicherry muft be raifed if
thefe troops were taken away : on which Coote confented to leave
them. .

Exp of the TweELFTH Book.
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] COLON EL Monfon being now mafter of his own view-s, car-
ried into executiom an operation which he had propofed in the
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council of war a few days before, when Colonel Coote explained his Seprembers

intention of attacking the fort of Ariancopang.

The bound-hedge of Pondicherry, befides its natural defence of
trees and thorns, is ftrengthened by four redoubts ; one on the north,
oppofite to the north-weft angle of the town, another nearly weft
of this angle, a third nearly weft of the fouth-weft angle, and the
fourth ftands direétly {fouth-weft of the fame point. All took their
names from their fituations; the north was called the Madrafs re-
doubt, the next the Valdore, the third the Villenore, and that to
the fouth-weft the Ariancopang redoubt. From the Villenore re-

doubt led the road and avenue, which pafled through the center of

the Englith camp at Perimbé, and about a mile from the hedge this
avenue leads through the village of Oulgarry, in which were feve-
ral country-houfes belonging to the French inhabitants of Pondi-
cherry, and a church belonging to the, Jefuits. The regiment of
Lorrain and Lally, ‘which at this time did. not  aflemble both to-
gether more than 400 men, were remaining in this village fince the
late attack on the camp.  The marines, 300 men, were within the
hedge, to defend the redoubt of Valdore with the part of the hedge
on cach hand. The battalion of India, confiting of 500 men, were
ftationed at the Villenore and at the Ariancopang redoubts, and be-
tween them.  The north-fide of the hedge, with the Madrafs re-

4Q 2 doubt,
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doubt,-as being at the fartheft diftance from the Englith camp, was
trufted to the Sepoys. The horfe, fill only 1oo riders, were dif-
perfed in different pofts reund- the limits. The reft of the.army,
which, exclufive of the garrifon of Gingee and its-out-pofls, confifted
of oo European foot, 1350 European ihorfe, and 500 Sepoys, were
abroad, moft of them waiting to efcort the provifions collefted at

- Gingee.

At midnight the whole of the Englith army were under arms:;
a proportional number from each of the different bodies were left
to defend the camp ; and the main body appointed to march was
divided into two brigades, of which the principal officers had the
day before reconnoitred the ground of their refpe@ive attacks as
near as the enemy’s out-pofts would admit. ‘The regiments of

“Draper and Coote, comprizing both together 1000 men, 200 of the

marines, the rgo highlanders, with 500 Sepoys, and four field-
pieces, marched off their ground from ‘the left of the camp “at
three in the morning, and entered into the Red-hill, in which they
were to take a large circuit reund the tamarind-grove, and, ‘coming
out where neareft, were to attack the Valdore redoubt, and the weft
fide of the hedge adjoining. This brigade was formed into two
divifions ;- the-grenadiers of -the two regiments led the firft, under
the command- of major Robert Gordon; major William Gordon
commanded the-rear divifion, and colonel Monfon the whole of this
attack. The other brigade was compofed of the Coromandel battalion
800, the ¢wo French companies 120, the Bombay detachment of 350
£uropeans and Topafles, 600 Sepoys, and four field-pieces. Tthey were
to march from the right, and attack the enemy’s troops pofted in Oul-
garry, and, after routing them, to proceed and feize the Villenore

-redoubt. Jofeph Smith, who fince the departure of Calliaud to Bengal

was the firft officer on the coaft of the Company’s troops, and a
few days before had been appointed by the Prefidency of Madrafs
to the rank of major, commanded this brigade. “The cavalry, black
as well as'white, were intended to appear before the Ariancopang
redoubt during the two other attacks, in order' to prevent the troops
there from fending detachments to fupport them. '

2 . "Major
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Majm; Sm_ith’s brigade, h:‘wing much  lefs ground to g0 than
Monfon’s, dld‘ not move until four in the morning.  The enemy’s
entrenchment in front of the village of Oulgarry lay ‘acrofs the ave-
nue, and they had an advanced poft in a garden beyond, but a little
to the right of the entrenchment. Smith, to avoid the immediate
difcovery of his brigade, as well as the direct fire of the entrenchment
along the avenue of Oulgarry, marched down the Villenore,
as far as Barthelme’s garden, which lies ‘on the left as you ‘come
down- the line then turned and paffed through the garden, which
brought them half the diftance between the two avenues, when

+the brigade ftruck down through the intervals of fome inclo-
{ures, which led to the left of the village of Oulgarry, from whence
they might likewife take the entrenchment in reverfe; but the tweo
‘French companies were fentoff immediately from thegarden tocrofs the
avenue of Oulgarry, and attack the enemy’s advanced poft on the

other fide of this avenue ; but were not to begin their attack, before

the firing commenced upon Oulgarry, which foon happened ; for

fome-black fellows belonging to the French troops, who were afleep

-n the ftreets of ‘a:ruined hamlet which ftood oppofite to the angle
-of the entrenchment, awakened at the wheels of the field-pieces
avhich moved in front of the brigade, and fled with the alarm to
‘the troops in Oulgarry, who immediately 'began to fire from the
entrenchment, with fix field-pieces in barbette, and with ferme aim,
:as the day had begun to dawn. The Englith field-pieces, which
avere of the fame number and calibre, drew out of the village to
-anfwer them, and were fupported by a part of the line; whilfk
the reft paffed on to gain the flank of the village of Oul-
garry : when oppofite to it, divifions were detached to'attack the en-

«clofures, which the enemy had lined with troops. In the mean time,

the twoFrench companies, led by captain Myers, ftormed the advanced

poft on the other fide of the road, and feized four pieces of cannon

which were there, on which the party ftationed with them retreated

«in much hurry to the main body at Oulgarry, who, difpirited by
-their rout, flackened infenfibly the defence of the enclofures, and
ceafed
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ceafed firing the field-pieces in the intrenchment acrofs the avenue,
Major Smith perceived this wavering, fignified it te his troops ; and
put himfelf at the head of the grenadiers. Wherever he commanded,
affe&tion to the man confpired with duty to the officer. The grena-
diers ruthed on without firing, forced their way over the enclofures,
and fell amongft the enemy, dealing their arms with irrefiftible im-
petuofity, increafed by the difadvantages they had furmounted : all
the reft entered at other parts, driving the enemy before them acrofs
the road ; but thofe at the intrenchment had time to {pike up the can-
non, and then followed the reft, who were running towards a rifing
ground on the other fide of the road, but farther back towards the
bound-hedge. 'The main body of the brigade took poffeffion of Oul-
garry, and were foon after joined by the divifion with captain Myers,
which had killed fome, and brought prifoners. During this, a body of
Europeans were defcried advancing direétly towards Oulgarry, in the
plain between this and theValdore avenue : their diftin&ions could not
be perceived, and the fudden halt of the run-a-ways on the rifing
ground rendered their appeatance very fufpicious. Meflengers after
meflengers were fent to difcover whether they were friends or foes,
but none returned before Major William Gordon himfelf came, and
gave an account that the rear divifion of Colonel Monfon’s brigade,
which he commanded, had feparated from the van amongft the
fand hills in the dark ; and had continued wandering about until
they heard the fire of the attack at Oulgarry, to which he had
haftened to give affiftance ; but it was now too late ; otherwife his
error-might have been retrieved by the important fervice of inter-
cepting the regiments of Lorrain and Lally in the confufion of their
flight out of Oulgarry, who, in this cafe, would in all probability
have been deftroyed to a man: during his report, ftrong firing
was heard at the Valdore redoubt. : :
It was fome time before the van of Colenel Monfon’s brigade
difcovered the feparation of the rear, which by turning wrong had
got into windings leading towards the plain ; and Colonel Monfon,
apprehenfive that the rejun&ion could not be made before the dawn
1 of
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of day, which was the time deftined for the attack of the Valdore
redoubt, judicioufly determined to rifque it with the van divifion of
his brigade alone. They defiled out of the fand hill exaély right,
whilft it was ftill dark, at an opening direly on a line with the
weftern fide of the bound-hedge and the redoubt, up to which, the
road, when near, leads in a lane between two enclofures towards
the flank of the redoubt. Two field-pieces were in the front of
the line, followed by the grenadiers of the two regiments of Draper
and Coote, after whom came the reft of the Europeans, and then
the Sepoys of the divifion, -Colonel Monfon knewt he ground, and
intended that the line, inftead of advancing through the lane
between the enclofures, thould pafs through the enclofure on the
right, which being a coco-nut garden, was furrounded by a ditch
and hedge of little interruption ; and the ground within was not
only firm, but free from underwood, and the trees themfelves have
no branches. When paft the garden, they were to proceed ftraight
on to the Valdore avenue, which was not far diftant, and, having
croffed it, were to file down on the other fide, to gain the left flank
of the Valdore redoubt; where, if not difcovered, they could not
be expected, and the bound-hedge hereabouts was not fo ftrong as
on the other fide. The redoubt had a dry ditch, with palifadoes at
the bottom, and fix embrafures, of which the parapet was fraized.
The grenadiers were to rufth on, and efcalade the redoubt without
firing, whilft the reft of the line were, part to fupport them, and
part to {pread along the bound-hedge, and to force their way through
wherever they could find «openings, or at leaft to continue the fire
until they had driven away the enemy, who were expe@ted to line
and defend the other fide 3 the two ficld-pieces were likewife to affift
in this fervice after the grenadiers had paffed them to the'efcalade.
The day had begun to dawn, when the head of the line arrived at
the two enclofures, and Major Robert Gordon, who, excepting Mon-
fon, only knew the courfe of march, and was to lead the grenadiers
to the affault, was not prefent : and the grenadiers, wanting orders,
naturally entered the lane which lay before them. Officers were

: fent

699
1760,
N s
S:ptember;.



670
1760.

September,

War oF COROMANDEL:. Book XTII:
fent back to Colonel Monfon, to know what next they were to do.
Monfon, exafperated at this fecond miftake in the conduét of his-
brigade, ran forward to re&ify it if poffible, or to put himfelf at the
head of the grenadiers, and lead the affault. Juft as he reached”
them, the enemy difcovered the line which had got to l‘.-he_ end of
the lane, within a hundred yards of the redoubt, which in this flank
had a twenty-four ‘pounder, double loaded with langrain. They
fired it, and its execution was terrible, killing eleven men, and’
wounding '26 ; amongft them Colonel Monfon fell, ftruck with a
plece of iron, which broke both the bones of his leg. The grenadiers, =
inftead of being difmayed, or now hefitating for want of order, of
their own motion, rufhed to the efcalade ; and the officers, of their
own judgement, got the line as faft' as they could out of the en=-
clofed way, and led them to the hedge, when the attack and de-
fence foon became. general -and extenfive ; but the aflault of the
grenadiers {topped the firing of the cannen from the redoubt, which
otherwife would have continued to enfilade the troops ‘attacking the
hedge. 'The grenadiers, although feverely galled by mufketry from
above and in flank, perfifted after feveral;repulfes, and at length
forced their way through the. embrafures of the redoubt, when the

‘troops within quitted it, and“ran out of the gorge; on which all

defending the hedge abandoned their pofts likewife, and the whole
hurried in diforder to gain the glacis of the town. .

The regiments of Lorrain: and Lally continued fome 'minutes on
the rifing ground, in as much uncertainty as Major Smith’s brigade,
who the troops of Major William Gordon’s divifion might be; but
remained firm until they heard the firing at the Valdore redoubt,
when comprehending the whole. difpofition of the attack, they
marched off in hafte, regained the avenue, and retreated to the re-

doubt of Villenore.  Major Smith immediately followed them with

his brigade, prefling fo clofe on their rear, that they paffed through
the winding of the hedge, without ftopping to defend or' reinforce
the redoubt; this trepidation caught the guard, who, after dif~

«charging the guns of their loads upon the brigade as it was advanc-

g
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_ing to the poft, retired with the regiments to the glacis of the
town. Major Smit'h_ immediately took poffeffion of the redoubts,
and was foon after _!omed by the Highlanders commanded by Major
Scot, who belonging to Monfon’s attack had forced their way
through the hedge between the Valdore and the Villenore redoubts.
The battalion of India {till continued at or about the Ariancopang
redoubt, having entertained no notion of retreating ; but were de-
terred from making any motion to {upport the other pofts, in ex-
pectation of being attacked themfelves: this however did not happen;
for the cavalry of the army under the command of Vafferot, who
were intended to make a feint attack upon this quarter, when the
other two thould commence, did not appear upon their ground until
all was finithed. There was a {mall opening in-the hedge about a
quarter of a mile from the Villenore redoubt, where a retrench-
ment had been thrown up, and the battalion of India kept a guard,
who abandoned it on the appearance of a party which Major Smith
‘detached along the infide of the hedge to attack them in the rear.
. The total lofs fuftained in the two attacks, were 115 Europeans
killed and wounded, which fell nearly equal in both brigades, but
in Monfon’s heavieft amongit the grenadiers, of whom, befides rank
and file, a lieutenant and an enfign were killed. "The Sepoys fuffered
much lefs, having been very little expofed. ‘The French lofs was
pot known ; but they fuffered moft at the attacks of Qulgarry, where
fome were likewife made prifoners.

The Bombay detachment of 350 men were ftationed to guard
the three pofts in the hedge, and the body of the army aflembled
and encamped in the paddy-fields to the left of Oulgarry. The
fituation was ill chofen, being commanded by higher grounds,
and liable to be fwamped on the firft raiu; but the talents of Major
Robert Gordon were inadequate to the general command, which
devolved on him by the incapacity to which Colonel Monfon was
reduced by his wound. Major Jofeph Smith advifed that the
whole of the Company’s battalion, 1000 men, thould remain in
the village of Oulgarry to. cover the three. Pbﬁs 1 ‘the, hedge ;
and that their gorges, which were open, thould Dbe  retrenched,
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without defay, and fufficient day remained 6 __iﬁébm'piiﬂ*i the
work ; but Robert Gordon, from the falfe fhame of ignorance, would’
not fee the neceflity : and in the enfuing night, the enemy madé a
vigorous attack on all the three pofts, which _tﬁej' would Have car-
ried, had not the guards defendecT them, as dearly purchafed; with
the utmoft refolution, until reinforced by the picquets from the camp,
when the enemy retreated. Seventeen or eighteen Europeans of the
Bombay detachment were Killed in this defencé; the enemy’s lofs-
was not known, but could not be fefs. Had they atfacked with.:
their whole force, the redoubt would have been. retaken, for the
guards, inferior 1h number, had no advantage of defences on the
fide towards the town, and the main body of the é.rﬁiy,—exhaiuf'fgd.
with fatigue, and dead with {leep, were at too great.a diftance to.
have come up in time to fhare the conteft. ) :

T'wo days after, the battalion of India retreated from fhéii"? {tationis
at the hedge near thie Ariancopang redoubt ; -but the ufual guard
continued in the redoubt, and the ufual garrifon in the fort of Ari-
ancopang oti the other fide of the river. But the enemy receiving
intelligence that preparations were making in the camp to attack the
fort, the garrifon evacuated it on the 13th at noon, and as they
were going off {prung a mine, which blew up fh:_bﬂﬁion to the
eaft with part of the rampart, and laid the body of thé place open.
They retreated to the glacis of the town, where the main body of
the army lay encamped, and had been reinforced by the arrival of
feveral {mall efcorts with provifions, which the removal of the
Englith army from Perimbé had encouraged to venture round the
Red Hill ; the guard ftill continued at the redoubt of Atiancoparig.

The troops which Mahomed Tfoof appointed to attack the diftricts,
of Dindigul from Madurd, were 300 horfe, 1500 Scpoys, and 3600
Peons; but as moft of them had firft to march from Tinuivelly,
it was the middle of July before they commenced hoftilities, whien
pafling by Sholavanden, they reduced feveral finall pofts, command-
ing defiles, but weakly garrifoned, until they arrived at a more eofi~
fiderable fort, called Battal Gunta, 12 miles to the s. . of Dimdigul,
which made more refiftance 3 and the troops of Madura having only
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fmall.guns, avith' much difficulty .made a kind of breach, sghich

ﬁhsiy-ﬁ:osme'd,f and .carried jon the ﬁrﬁ; ;dat{‘ of :Aquﬂ ; Jangd imme-
diaﬁely:-hegan «to repdir and add better works, but had nzzt_:éon}hllléé‘fe;i
them beforeithe troops of Dindigul yvere zeinforced from M}{forc,,
and -taking the field encamped awithin fight of :BAEmi 'G_}mta; in
which ithe troops of Madura had kept a ,-g:;rr_if_c_ii_},-b__ut._thc}xiaLaiu‘ .-bod;r,'
lay without ‘the walls. iritag e

“The cquipment .and .departure of ;the troops which accompanied

_the'-'Nabob:i-ntoxthe Carnatic, .and the fubfequent afliftances fent to
Karical, had left the .government and garrifon of ;I:ri;ghhxopdlyhfq
bare of men, -money, and dtores, ‘that ,Captain R..Smith could not
undertake -the .expedition he had propofed againit the My/foreans,
until all-thefe wants were fupplied, which depended.intirely on his
own refources, for although ithe Prefidency and Colonel Coote ap-
proved and recommended to him the moft a&tive exertions againft
the Myfore territory, he received no afliftance either of money from
the one nor of - troops from the. other ; fo that the preparations ne-
ceflary for the ea{pdditipn.-prcvented,him;_ﬁ‘orn-_ taking the, field ,until
the 6th of Auguft. ‘His-forceawas 5o Europeans, with two guns,
and four cohorns, 700 Sepoys from the garrifon of Tritchinopoly ;
‘600 horfe, and 1000 peons armed with match-locks, moftly fent by
Tondiman, a few-belonging to the Nabob, the reft; to (T'anjore ; and
3000 colleries ' from- the. neighbouring: Polygars, who were content
to ferve on very flight ftipend, in ‘expedtation of ample plunder in the
fertile diftri@ts they were going to invade. 'This army proceeded along
¢he {outhern bank of the Caveri, and on the 13th came before Pudi-
cotah, a mud fort, fituated on the bank of  this river, about 40 miles
to the weft of Tritchinopoly, which, with other diftrics, the Nabob

had ceded to the'Myforeans, when his.allies, in the war of 1753.
On their arrival, a report prevailed, that a large body of troops
were-marching - from :Seringapatam ;0 : Caroor. The garrifon at
Pudicotah, converting this news into hourly expectation of relief,
ftood on the defenfive, and :having  three gus, obliged Captain
Smith to raife a battery, which, baying nothing| but field-picces
to ‘mount, would. not have « {foon. produced much. effect : but, by
4R 2 the
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1760.  the time the battery opened, ‘the garrifon’ had lavithed away all
Oacem | their powder, and capitulated.  The lofs fuftained in the attack
&tober. _ : . i 3
was only three men wounded. The next day Captain Smith, with
400 of Sepoys, and two Cohorns, paffed the Caveri ‘to reduce Tloor,
a fort fituated on the other bank, ten miles beyond Pudicotahs;
but the garrifon evacuated it on his appearance. From hence he
marchéd againft Caroor, the principal objec of his expedition.

Caroor is fituated 5o miles weft of Tritchinopoly, and ftands on a
plain five miles to the fouth of the Caveri, but near. another river;
which fall into the Caveri at that diftance to the north. The river of
Caroor was the ancient boundary between the dominions of Tritchi-
nopoly and Myfore ; and this conterminal fituation, under the fe-
curity of a ftrong fort, and its rule over a rich and extenfive diftrict,
had formerly rendered it a place of great mercantile refort and opu-
lence, and it ftill continued populous with fome wealthy inhabitants.
The river continues at the diftance of 8oo yards oppofite to the
fouth fide of the fort, and 1ooo yards beyond, turns thort, and ftrikes
dire@ly eaft : along this part, after the turning, and clofe to the bank,
extends the pettah, which likewife has the other courfe of the river
on the fouth fide; but not fo near; the extent of the pettah along
the river, from fouth to north, is 1000 yards, and recedes from it
about 500, fo that the efplanade between the pettah and the fort is
500 yards acrofs. ‘This ground is interfected by twol water-courfes
derived from the river to the fouth, one of which pafies clofe to the
weft fide of the pettah, and turns along the north-fide until it rejoins
the river to the eaft, and thus ferves as a ditch on the w. and N3 the
other water-courfe lies midway between the fort and the pettah, and
ftretches to the north much farther out into the plain. The whole
of the pettah is inclofed by a mud wall with towers, but of little
defence.

The fort is built of ftone, and is nearly a fquare of 6oo yards. It
has fquare towers in the curtain, and baftions at the four angles,
behind each of which ftands a cavalier, or round tower of folid ma-
fonry, which rifes ten feet higher than the baftion. The whole fort
is furrounded by a dry ditch, of which the counterfcarp-is faced

4 : with
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-'Wi_th-. ftone ; and on the other fide is lined by the foot of the main
wall of the curtain, without berm or fauflebraye ; excepting alon

that part of the rampart, which extends from the left of the greagt
gateway in the'middle of the eaftern fide to the bafton in the x. k.
angle, and round it half-way along the northern wall ; in which
extent a {lip of dry ground, 20 yards broad on the eaftern fide,
and 40 on the northern, is left as.a place of arms, and {kirted with

-a parapet wall, with loap-holes for mufketry ; and round this wall-

the ditch, Ieaving the body of the fort, continues. There was no
glacis, but a clear efplanade’ of 400 yards round. The garrifon
confifted ‘of 8oo horfe, 1000 Sepoys, 1000 matchlock-men, and
a great multitude of colleries which had been drawn from the
hills towards Dindigul. Moft of thefe troops were affembled in
the pettah, and manned the walls on the appearance of Captain
Smith's detachment, which came-in fight on the 17th, in the morn-
ing, approaching from the eaftward : the river, although it had no
where more than three feet water, was three hundred yards in
breadth. ;

The neceflity of preferving the communication with T'ritchinopoly
required that the army fhould command the. river during the at-
tack of the fort ; which if advancing from a different point of {up-
port, they might have attacked outright at once on the weftern face;
and as the pofleflion of the pettah would beft {ecure the river, Cap-
tain Smith prudently made this his firft objedt. If the pettah were
attacked on the eaftern fide, the river was to be pafled under the fire
of this front: if on the nerth or fouth, the attack would be ex-
pofed . to. the additional fire in flant or flank from the fort; which
outvailed the paffage of the river, as the ground on the eaftern
thore was higher than. the eaftern face of the pettah, which de-

fended the paffage. Accordingly the. attack was made on this .

fide. ‘The field pieces were pofted in the higher ground. The troops
were formed into three divifions.. The cavalry compofed the left ;
the-auxiliary foot the right; the Sepoys and Europeans the center.
All entered the river in this order, fupported by a brifk fire from the
artillery.. The enemy fecrned difpofed to difpute the paflage, and

from
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from the rampart of the pettah'keptupa conftant:but jll-dixz&&ediﬁee
againft the center divifion; but’'the cannon-fhet pegetrﬂting through
their parapet did much execution, and feeing the.columns to the
right and left far advanced in the bed of the river, they became ap-
prehenfive that their retreat 'to the fort might ibe expofed -to rthefe
bodies of hotfe and foot on ‘each hand ; and-abandoned the defence,

returping to the fort ‘before-either of the célumns had crofled the

river; but they had killed and wounded {ome ‘Sepoys.in the paflage.
The plunder was given up‘to‘the troops witheut referve ; but they

found little of any value, excepting-grain, ‘'of ‘which 'the whole erop

of the country was in the town,'but no merchants to buy it, northad

. the troops means ‘to fenid it away. Theftrength of 'the fort, amd

the fmall number of Europeans ‘with'Captain Smith, en whom,

neverthelefs, the fueccefs of the attack muft depend, determined

him to proceed with all the caution neceffary :to-their prefervation,

: by opening’trenches ; and more artillery was ordered ‘from Tritchi-
“nopoly. The convenience of the pettah determined the point of
_attack againft the fouth-eaft baftion, and as ufual againft ‘its fa-

lient angle : the efplanade in this line was interrupted about |half
way between the pettah and the ditch by fome!ftraw huts, to which
the enemy had fet fire, but left the'mud-walls tanding. The next

“morning, which was the 2oth, a party-of Sepoys were pofted,there,

but a ftrong fally 6f hotfe and foot obliged 'themto retire, and:the

- enemy remained in:the wpoft: ‘the field ‘pieces advanced, and drove

them from it, ‘and it was'again’ taken pofieflion of by the Sepoys:

in a few hours the enemy made a'fecond attempt, but were beaten

off with'lofs. The fituation being ' exaltly proper:for the breaching-
battery, an entrenchment was ‘thrown round it, and. a trench of
communication continued ‘to it from the pettah, to: preferve the
troops from the fire ‘of the fort, which was inceflant, as well from
their cannon as fmallarms. On‘the 23d the artillery with much
difpatch arrived from Tritchinopely; they were one eighteen-
pounder, two field twelve~pounders, one eight, and one nine-inch
mortar, with five cohorns ; and by the next morning the -breaching-
battery was compleated, and another in the rear to the right, to en-

' filade
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filade the fouth curtain with ricochet. Both opened at fun-rife,
the breaching with fix guns, the mortars and cohorns; the ricochet
with two field-pieces ; the fort returned with firmnefs, and with
much vivacity,  and the advantage of a crofs fire from the s. w. baf-
tion and cavalier on the left, and from the mafs of mafonry of the
gateway on the right. On the 26th the approaches were carried

on to within forty yards of the ditch, when the fire of the enemy’s

mufquetry growing ftrong and fure, Captain Smith ordered the re-
mainder of the trenches to be conduéted by double fap, which is
with earth and gabions on each fide. The fmall number of Euro-

peans in the detachment, with the inexperience of moft of them in -

carrying on trenches, and the continual fire of the fort by night, as
well as by day, rendered the progrefs of the double fap extreme-
ly tedious, infomuch, that feven days were employed in carrying
it, although not more than 200 ‘yards of work, to embrace the
angle of the counterfcarp, and to {pring a mine, which blew it

into the ditch.
It was perhaps the firft time that the Myforeans had ever feen an

enemy advancing under cover to the foot of their walls, and notwith- -
ftanding the novelty of the attack, they fufpected, which was true, -
that the fort might be entered by the fame means; this apprehenfion, .

with the ruin that had been committed in a large tra& of country

round Caroor by the matchlock-men and horfe of Tondiman and

Tanjore, and the whole body of colleries, who had every day been
making excurfions, prompted the governor to propofe terms for the
ceffation of hoftilities. He began by difavowing any -participation
of the King with the body of troops which had joined the French
in the Carnatic, and declared Hyder Ally, whom h
the author of that alliance and expedition ; in confequence,

he

wanted a temporary and conditional {t
pafled, in the intervals of which the attack and defence was re-

newed 3 at length the eightecn-pounder, the only piece of effetual
battery, burft, and the breach was not yet practicable, which in-
duced Captain Smith to agree to. the following conditions : ¢ That

+ an Englith ferjeant, and fixty Sepoys, {hould immediately be put
2 “mn

e ftiled a rebel,

wrrender. Several meflages -

o0
1760

e
Oé&ober.



678
1760,

O&ober.

"WAR ofF COROMANDEL, Book XIII,

“in poﬁ'eﬁ' -on -of the baftion attacked, and the Enghﬂi colours
<¢ hoifted in the fort. - That the Englith army fhould remain i the
#¢ pettah, or any where elfe out of the fort, keerg guards at the
¢ counterfcarp of ‘the ditch, for twenty days ; durmg which, if no
+¢ orders arrived from Madrafs to deliver the fort again to the gover-
“¢ nor, it was to be evacuated by the garrifon, who, 1 confideration
¢ of their gallant defence, were to catry away their arms and horfes ;
<< but all provifions and ftores belonging to the government of
«¢ Myfore were to be left in the fort. If in this interval an army ap-
¢ proached from Myfore, the garufon were 1n like manner to evacuate
«¢ the fort to the Englith troops: four hoftages were to be given by
¢¢ the garrifon, until the conditions were ulnmately decided, and an
¢ European deferter was to be furrendered.” ‘This capuulatlon was
figned on the 2d of September, and the Englith Sepoys immediately
took pofieflion of the baftion attacked.

Captain Smith in his interview with Bomapah the governor of
the fort, was convinced that the king of Myfore had no concert in
tthe afﬁﬁance which Hyder Ally had fent to the government of Pon-
dicherry ; and Boniapah having no doubt from the articles of capi-
tulation that Caroor would be reftored to the king, proferred to
withdraw the garrifon to Namcull, a fort 20 miles to the north, and
tthere wait the orders of Seringapatam, and Fort St. George ; to which
‘Captain Smith  confented under the reftriction, that none of the
garrifon fhould a& againft the Englith until the fate of Caroor was
determined at Fort St. George. Accordingly all the Myfore troops
.evacuated the place the fame day. The acquifition was valuable and
important ; for, befides that its revenues amounted to 44,0001, a
year, it highly aggravated the refentment of the miniftry of My-
fore againft Hyder Ally, as the author of the lofs.

Hoftilities had continued in this interval between the Myforeans of
Dindigul, and the troops of Madura. ‘The Myforeans continued the

:attack of Battle Gunta for fix days, and having driven away the troops

which fupported it without, carried the fort itfelf by affault; but
the defence had been maintained with refolution s for in the courfe
of 1t ;30 Sepoys and 20 horfemen had been killed and wounded ; and

of
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of the Peons 50 wounded, and 40, with an officer of note, killed. The
Madura troops retired to a fort three miles diftant, called Gadamcotah,
one of thofe which they had taken from the Myforeans, and were there
joined by a reinforcement from Madura, which had marched to relieve
Battle Gunta, but came too late ; th‘is addition rendered the whole
body equal to the Myforeans, again{t whom they marched, beat u
their camp, took their artillery, recovered pofieflion of Battle Gunta,
and advanced to reduce the other pofts towards Dindigul.

The capitulation of Caroor arrived at Madrafs on the 1 3th of Septem-
ber.' On the fame day intelligence was received from Captain Prefton,
that the body of Myforeans, which had continued with the French
troops at Gingee, had moved from thence with all their baggagc 2
and on the 11th the French troops followed, both proceeding in the
road to ‘Thiagar. The prefidency were by this time convinced that
the king of Myfore and Hyder Ally were at utter variance; but
confidered, that either they might reconcile their. differences, or that
Hyder, as was moft probable, would predominate ; and in either of
thefe cafes, other {chemes might be formed by the Myfore ftate to
balance, as formerly; the conteft between the two European nations,
'1gam{’c which Caroor in their own hands would be the beft mdcmmty
They therefore ordered Captain Smith to keep pofieffion, ftill with
profefiion of amity to the king, but neither to give any afliftance,
nor oppofe any force which the. king might fend againft Hyder
Ally, but rather to ‘employ his detachment feparately. againft the
troops of Hyder Ally, if the opportunity thould occur.

Colonel Coote was not embarked  for Bengal, when the news of
the fuccefs againft the bound-hedge arrived at Madrafs, and with it
Colonel Monfon reprefented the iucapqcity in which he was likely
to remain for feveral months of atting 1n the field, and requefted
that Colonel Coote might refume the command of the army.
The Preﬁdency feconding the requeft, he confented, and ar-
rived in the camp on the night of the 2oth; where he found
the army in the greateft difcontent, efpecially the black troops, for
the want of Pl’O\(lﬁ{)nb, owing to the avarice of the renters 1ppomtcd
by the Nabob in the conquercd countries, who, forefecing that the
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price of grain' would rife, fuffered none to be brought to the camp,
Sicknefs likewife "prevailed, and with the wounded there were 600
Europeans in the hofpital.

The next day Colonel Coote caufed the gorges-of the redoubts in:
the bound-hedge to be fortified, and fixed pofts in proper ftations in
the higher ground round the camp : from whence on the 23d, a
detachmcnt of 200 rank and file; with the company of pioneers,
a great number of cooleys and' carpenters, marched to a hillock of
fand, which ftood half a mile from the fea, and at.the diftance of a
mile dire&tly oppofite to the Madrafs redoubt in the north fide of:
the bound—hcdge Here they were to remain, - and raife a large re--
doubt on the table of the hill,  capable of containing five hundred
men. On the 27th in the forenoon, - Colonel Coote advanced, ,
with his ufual efcort of three. companies - of : Sepoys, and 300
black horfe, towards the Ariancopang-redoubt, . at: which the.-
guard took panic, and firing off theguns- before the party were -
within point-blank-fhot, abandoned ‘the poft, of which Colonel -
Coote took pofleffion, and leaving the Sepoys in it, returned in
the afternoon with workmen to  retrench the gorge; on whofe
appearance the town ' cannonaded and threw fhells, but without
effe€t, and the gorge was compleated the next night. . Early in the
morning of the 29th, goo of the enemy’s Europeans, with two
field-pieces, marched from the glacis to recover the redoubt, and
made various attempts, in all- of which they were repulfed, until '
they percewed two companies of Sepoys marching on their nght
to gain their rear, whom Colonel Coote, who was always early
abroad, had fent from the Valdore redoubt; on which the
enemy retreated, but as they were going off received the fire of the
Sepoys, who were themfelves expofed to a ftrong, but diftant fire
from the town. Theenemy had two officers and feven private killed,
and the adjutant of the Lorrain regiment with 18 wounded. None
were killed in the redoubt, and only one Sepoy in the plain.
Fifty Europeans were appointed to be the guard in future, as fuffi-
cient for the fudden defence, until remforced and more would have

-2 been
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b.een unneceflarily expofed to the fire of thot and fhells, which con-
tinued and reached from the town.

In that part of the limits, -vyhich is immediately behind the Ma-
fl-rai.'s redf:ubt, was a regulflr village of feveral ftreets, called, fiom
its intention, the Blancherie, in which all the cloths purchafed for
the French company at Pondicherry were bleached, and warchoufes
were built in the village to receive them. As thefe buildings would
not only afford thelter but convenience to the Englith troops, the
enemy refolved to deftroy them, and to ftrengthen the Madrafs re-
doubt, with the ground about it.  They began to demolifth on the
3oth of September, of which Colonel Coote received intelligence, and
faw the intention. He went the next day, with his ufual efcort of
Sepoys and black horfe, as if he only meant to review the progrefs
of the redoubt he had ordered to be raifed to the north of the
hedge, in which Major Jofeph Smith commanded for the week.
After dinner, both officers mounted their horfes, and proceeded
with the efcort along the ftrand of the fea, towards the limits
of Pondicherry, as if they only meant to reconnoitre. ‘The bound-
hedge ceafeth at fome diftance from the water-mark, and left an
opening on the fand, which the enemy had negle@ed to clofe or
obftruét. As foon as near this opening, Colonel Coote ordered the
Sepoys to form in three parties, and the horfe to divide equally with
them ; but the Sepoys having entertained no fufpicion that they
were led to fuch an attack, boggled ; on which he ordered the horfe
to cut down whaever refufed to advance, jor attempted to run away ;
and the Sepoys, athamed of their backwardnefs, recovered their
fpirit. Two of the divifions went off to the right, one to force
through the bound-hedge, j00 yards beyond the Madrafs redoubt
on its left, the other to attack the redoubt 1tfelf, whillt Celonel
Coote with Jofeph Smith remained along the fea-thore, ready to
pufh, and gain the rear of the hedge, and all the three attacks were
to be made at the fame time. ‘There were fome finall pieces of
cannon in the redoubt, and feveral guards of Sepoys along the infide
of the hedge, all of which kept up a conftant. fire, butat too great
a diftance, whilft the two parties fent to the right were advancing

4S2 to
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to the ground oppofite their refpetive attacks. All bore 'down

. properly, as it had been concerted.. Colonel Coote’s: attack

eafily pufhed round, and that on the right through the hedge;
and as foon as within both advanced, driving the guards before |
them, to gain the rear of the redoubt, againft which the divifion
which attacked it had not fuccceded, having more difficulties and
refiftance to encounter ; but as foon as the guard faw the danger
approaching from either hand within the hedge, they abandoned the
redoubt, and retreated haftily into the warehoufes of the bleaching
town, which {tood within 200 yards inclofed with a high wall. Five
Sepoys were killed, and the fame number wounded in the different
attacks. All the three companies, with an Enfign, were left at the
redoubt; Colonel Coote and Major Smith returned, the Major to his
poft, the Colonel to the camp, from whence he fent off a party of pio-
neers with gabions and fafcines under the command of Enfign Mac-
mahon, to clofe and retrench the gorge of the redoubt’;: but they
were firft to proceed to Major Smith’s poft, from whence they
were to be accompanied by a detachment of European foldiers : but
Macmahon, miftaking his- orders, did not xcall for this neceffary
reinforcement. In war more than in all the other occupations of
man, negleét rarely fails to bring on' its own' punifhment. '

At midnight, whilft the pioneers were at work, they were fud-
denly attacked by 400 Europeans, and 600 Sepoys, detached from
the town. The Enfign, a Dane, who commanded the Sepoys in
the redoubt, abandoned it en the firft onfet, in which Eunfi
Macmahon was killed ; and the pioneers, furprized and defencelefs,
efcaped as they could; what Sepoys were within the redoubt
jumped out ; but the greateft part, who were ftationed round, en-
couraged by a Subahdar named Coven Naig, kept with him, and
gained the plain at fome diftance without fright, where they formed,
under his direftion, and followed him to recover the poft. They
mounted the outfide of the rampart, gained footing on the infide,
kept it, and continued a hot fire on the area below, efpecially
towards the gorge. 'The enemy imputed this refolution to
much greater numbers than they expected, and than really were at -

the
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the poft, and in this fuppofition retreated to the bleaching-houfé.
Soon after came up a ftrong’ party of Europeans detached on the firft
firing by Major Smith from his poft to the north. In the different
aftions from the firft affault, three private Europeans,.befides enfign
Macmahon,, were killed, and 30.Sepoys killed and wounded. . Ths
enemy the next morning erefed a battery of four pieces of cannoit
at the end of a lane, which joined the ftreet of the Blancherie, lead-
ing as well as that . a ftraight line to the rear of the redoubt, on
* which they continued firing two days without killing any of the
guard, and then having other occupations they defifted ; fome muf
ketry ftll continued in the bleaching houfe, but were.driven out the
next day, and abandoned the village..

The acquifition of the Madrafs redoubt compleated the entire poffef=
fion of the bound-hedge from the fea-fhore to thenorth, as far as
the river of Ariancopang to the s: E.; and turned againft the town,
with every advantage, the line of circumvallation intended for its
defence.. But the ground to the fouth along the courfe of the river,
from the redoubt of Ariancopang to the fea, was fhll open, and the
river {preading over theets of fand, which were often dry, was at all
times, excepting in the rainy feafon, fordable; and. to fecure the
paffage, Mr. Lally had fome months before ereted a redoubt which
he calied St. Thomas in a fmall ifland of fand in the river, oppofite
to the center of this face of the town, and about goo yards from the
walls. The rains were now approaching, and the redoubt, if im-
mediately taken poficfion of, could not:be maintained by the Englifh
army  after the river fhould fill, and as ufual overflow the country ;
for which reafon Colonel Coote deferred the redution of it, until
the rains were paffed. In the mean time efforts were ftill to be
apprehended to bring provifions into the town; for the French
troops,. which had followed the laft divifion.of the Myforeans te
Thiagar, continued there; and although the main body of the

Myforeans had left ‘Thiagar, no intelligence was yet received of their .

departure to their own country. A%
The French. force which had marched to Thiagar, was 400
European foot, 250 European horfe, and 1000 Sepoys. The
hittle
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little army of obfervation, wunder the command of Captain
Prefton, was not equal to an open encounter with this force; he,
however, with his ufual alivity, determined to give them all the

~ interruption in his power, and ordered Captain Martin, who, with
« the free company of go Frenchmen, was abroad with the Polygar of

Ventivalum in the hills to the fouth of Gingee, to hang in the rear

- of the enemy’s march ; and moved himfelf with the main body of his
- divifion from Ratlagrammon, to watch their motions at Vicravandi,

left they fhould turn, and lay wafte the recovered diftricts between
.+ this place and Verdachilum. Martin knowing the country, and ufing
+ the night, picked up twelve Europeans of the French troops. They
- reached the Panar jult as it was {welled by a fudden flood ; and per-

fifting neverthelefs to crofs it, fome of them were carried away and

. drowned in the ftream, which. the Myforeans had pafled with ecafe

before the frefhes came down. As foon as Prefton was arrived at
Vicravandi, the garrifon remaining at Gingee marched and affault-

..ed Ratlagrammon, in which had been left only two companies of
“Bepoys, who defended the poft with refolution, and obliged the

enemy to retire, after they had loft fourteen Europeans killed in the
attack, and leaving an officer and three wounded, who were made

~prifoners. Prefton receiving intelligence, that the French troopsand

e Myforeans were affembled at Thiagar, returned from Vicra-

~vandi to Raltagrammon, left they fhould return fuddenly ~during
. his abfence, and attempt to move to Pondicherry with the convoy of

bullocks which #ill continued at Gingee.
By this time the prefidency knew the caufe of the departure of

: the laft body of Myforeans from Gingee to Thiagar, but were not

able to account for the march of the French troops fo far to

- the weftward, at a time when their utmeft efforts became every day

more neceflary to efeort the provifions they had colleGed, into Pon-

dicherry.

In the beginning of the year, Balagerow, thegeneral and regent of

the Morattoes, fent an army of 8ooo horfe, and the fame number of

foot, with. cannon, under the command of an officer of fervice,
named
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named Vizvazypunt, which croffed the Kriftna in the month of
February, and advancing to the fouthward ftopped frequently to
exa& contributions from forts and ftrong-holds in the way; feveral
of which, on denial, they took. In the beginning of June they

halted and encamped at Chinabalabaram, -on- the confines of Myfore
to the ~. E. and not far from the hills to the N. w. of the Carnatic, -

from whence Vizvazypunt fent letters, fignifying expe@ations of

money, but profering affiftance to the Nabob Mahomed Ally; and -

others to the king of Myfore, demanding with more authority
the arrears-of the chout; or tribute, to which the Morattoe nation
pretends a right from all the countries in the peninfula. At this
time Hyder Ally, at Seringapatam, the capital of Myfore, had, as

if in difguft, refigned his employments of general and minifter : he -

had fome time before concluded his treaty with M. Lally, and fent
off the body of 4000 Myforeans, which came to Pondicherry under
the command of his brother-in-law Muéoon Saheb ; relying on this.

alliance, and. his own courage, he was fo affured of his importance .

and fafety, that he abided at a town within three miles of Seringa- -
patam, ‘with all his family of women, attended only by 300 horfe- -
men, whowere of proved fidelity and refolution. Agents accompanied
the letters of Vizvazypunt, with whom the king concerted, that -
their - mafter fhould move with his army to Seringapatam, as if to
haften by intimidation the levy of a large contributien, ‘which the -
king had privately confented to pay. - Hyder Ally fuppofed, that -
their approach would seinftate him in the command of the king’s -
forces to oppofe them, -and difcovered when near, that ‘the Morat- -
toes had engaged to {eize his perfon ;' on which he mounted in the .
dead of night, accompanied by fome of his horfemen, and: left his -
whole family behind.  Some Morattoes followed them, whom he -
out-ftripped, and'the next day arrived dt Bangalore, a ftrong city -
60 miles to the north of Seringapatam. - Being the bringer of his
own errand; he had time, and found: means to-engage fome of the -

officers, who prevailed on the reft to: declare they would abide by -
his fortunes; and in confequence they fhut the gates. .From: this. -

retreat he immediately fent orders to his brother-in-law, to quit the

Qarnatic
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Carnatic with all the troops under his command, jand to march,
avoiding the Morattoes, to Bengalore. Muctoon Saheb had received
the letters, when he moved from Pendicherry on the 16th of Au-
guft; but concluding Hyder Ally to be in fafety for a'while at Ben-

_galore, and believing either that a reconciliation would take place

between him and the King, after the retreat of the Morattoes ; or
otherwife, that Hyder Ally might think it moft expedient to come
himfelf, and join the French, for the fake of the ceffions fhipulated

“in the treaty; he determined, although not to return to Pondicherry,

to continue in the Carnatic, and in confequence employed as we
have feen, his troops againft Trinomaly, and other places in that part

-of the eountry, until he received, in the beginning of September, far-

ther intelligence from Hyder Ally, which left no alternative to his de-
parture;-on which he recalled the 8oo horfe which were at Gingee, and
without folicitation, with an integrity rare in the politics of India,
requefted the French force to accompany them in order to receive
back the pofleffion of the fort of Thiagar, which he without ftipula-
tion tendered of his own accord. On their arrival there on the
13th of September, he fulfilled his word, claiming only on oc-
cafion their future affiftance, and three days after marched awady
with his whole force to join his brother. The French left 200 Eu-
ropean foot, and five companies of Sepoys in Thiagar, and the reft,
being the fame number of foot, 150 European horfe, and three com-
panies of Sepoys, returned to Ginggee.

The reftitution of Thiagar, and the departure of the Myfore troops
out of the province, confirmed the veracity of the king’s difavowal
of any participation in that expedition, and the Prefidency repeated
their orders to Captain Smith and the troops of Madura to ceafe hoft
tilities in the Myfore diftri&s. Previous to the receipt-of thefe or-
ders, Captain Smith had fent a detachment from Caroor, againft a
fort called Pudicotah, different from that he had taken in his ap-
proach. dt{tands nine miles to the N, E. of Caroor ot the fouth’
bank of the Caveri. The garrifon evacuated it on the appearance of
the detachment, who left a party to hold it, and returned to Caroor.
The want of money prevented any farther operations ; for, although-

the
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the revenues of the country reduced exceeded 300,000 rupees. a
- year, the devaftation of the auxiliary horfe and foot which could not
be reftrained, left no contributions to raife. Captain Smith, there-
fore; returned with a part of his command to Tritchinopoly, and
on | the way fent off a detachment to reinftate two polygars, who
had been driven out of their pollams by the troops of Dindigul, from
whom the detachment met norefiftance, as the governor of Dindigul
had received orders, in confequence of the capitulation of Caroor, to
ceafe hoftilities againft the pofleffions of the Nabob. By this time the
troops of Madura had taken five other forts between Batal Gunta
and Dindigul, in all feven, and continued to keep pofleffion of them
until farther orders, encamping their main body at Batal Gunta,
and keeping flight guards in the others. Captain Smith arrived in
the beginning of O&ober at Madrafs, to give an account of his ex-

pedition, and the ftate of the conquered country ; and  foon after re-

turned to his command in Tritchinopoly.

As foon as it was afcertained that the Myforeans had quitted the
province, Colonel Coote, to fave the heavy expence of the black ca-
valry, difcharged 500 of them, moftly thofe brought by Maphuze
Khan, which reduced the number to 8oo, of which soo were with
Prefton, and the reft with himfelf in the camp. A party, with fome
bullocks, advancing from Gingee, arrived on the 2d of October at
Malamoodi, a village twelve miles from Pondicherry between the
river of Ariancopang and the Panar, intending to puth into the
town in the night under the prote@ion of St. Thomas redoubt.
On intelligence of their approach, Colonel Coote detached all the
cavalry in the camp, which, befides the black, were one of the two
troops of Europeans, to lie in their way: of which the party got
intelligence, and leaving their bullocks retreated during the night,
and in their return three officers, who lagged behind in their: palan-
kins, were taken by fome black horfe and Sepoys, which Captain
Prefton had detached to harrafs the party from Ratalgrammon.

The army had hitherto continued on the ground between Oul-
garry and the river of Ariancopang, where they had encamped im-
mediately after the fuccefs of the bound hedge. ‘This ground is always
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overflowed in the rainy feafon, of which the figns encreafed every
day ; and on the 6th the whole army marched off by the left, and
encamped on the ridge of the Red- hill, a mile and half nearer the
bound-hedge than their firft encampment at Perimbé, but to the left
of that ground. The. heighth and fandy foil of this fituation
drained and dried the wet as faft as it fell, and fecureéd at leaft the
troops from this inclemency under foot, and large caferns of mat
and bamboo were built to fhelter them from the other.

At one the next morning, firing of cannon and mutketry was
heatrd in the road of Pondicherry. Befides finaller craft, three
French fhips, the Hermione, the Baleine, and the Compagnie des
Indes were at anchor before the town, as near the furf as prudence
permitted, and under the command of 100 guns, mounted along the
works on this fide, and the firand, to proteét the toad, Thefe thips
were intended to wait until the ftormy weather, and then fail to ports
to the fouthward, and return with provifions, of which the preven-
tion would in that feafon become precarious, even thould the Eng-
tifth fquadron be able to continue in fight of Pondicherry. Mr. Ste-
vens had for fome time determined to ‘cut them out of the road. His
fquadron always continued at anchor before Cuddalore. A fortnight
before the prefent, a night had been fixed ; but the fhips beginning
to hoift out their boats before it was dark, they were perceived by
telefeopes from Pondicherry; and'men were immediately fent from the
fhore to reinforce the French thips ; which was likewife difcovered by
the fquadlon, and obliged Mr. Stevens to defer the defign, until the
enemy’s fufpicions fhould have ceafed. 1In the mean time the Tyger
of 60 guns was fent to continue near Pondicherry, and anchored 2
little to the fouth, two miles from the thore. On the mght of the
6th, the enterprize was refumed. The boats, fix and twenty, were
hoifted out after dark, and manned with 400 failors, moftly volun-
teers, and failed to the Tyger, where all affembled at 12.  Soon after
they perceived the lights in the great cabbin of the neareft fhip,
the Hermione, extinguifhed, and concluding that the officers were
gone to reft, fet off for the attack. The boats moved in two divi-
fions, one allotted to the Heumone, the other to the next fhip, the

4 : Baleine s
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Baleine 5 the attack of the Compagnie des Indes was to depend on
the fuccefs of thefe. To prevent deviation, the boats of each divi-
fion moved in a line, holding to one other by ropes. ‘The niches
of the oars were covered with frefh fheep-fkin, to prevent creaking.
The watch-word by which the men were to know one another in
the attack, was Cathchart, a found which few-Frenchmen can pro=
nounce. It lightned continually, as ufual in the nights before the
change of the monfoon ; neverthelefs, the divifion to the Hermione
got within piftol-thot of her ftern, before they were difcovered ;
when the boats feparating, ranged up equally on each fide of the
thip, and two went forward to the bows to cut the cables. During
this approach, all hands in the fhips were up, and firing mufketry
on the boats, and fthot came from the guns.of the Compagnie des
Indes, which lay to command both the othet thips, The Hermione
was boarded in as many parts as there were boats round her. The
crew, which were 70 Europeans, behaved well, defending thems
{elves and the thip with pikes and piftols, when the attack came
-hand to hand. ‘T’he man whe firft attempted to cut the cable had
his head cut off by an officer ftanding to guard it in the bows; never-
thelefs numbers prevailed, and the crew were all driven or tumbled
down the hatch-ways; for no concert of furrender could take place,
or be trufted. As foon as they were all down, the hatches were
clofed and centinels fixed over them, and then the mizen topfail,
the only fail bent, was fet to carry off the fhip, which feveral

. boats were likewife ready to tow : ‘but by this time, the: thore, -

which had waited until the firing of the attack had ceafed in the
fhip, began a violent cannonade, of which the lightning directed
the aim : and thot continually {truck : one deftroyed the wheel of the
rudder, killed the two men who were fteering, and cut the .til.-ler
rope, 'The prifoners confined below deterred every one from going
down into the gun-room to fix another tope to the rudder, and. the
fingle fail was not fufficient to fteer the thips the boats fenmmcd
the only means of carrying her off, and they ::uggcd with fuch
violence, that they continually fuapt the towing Topes. Mean
while the fire continued from the fhore. At length, fome imagined

: IR B ' that
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that ‘the fhip had ‘no motion, and refifted by a cable and anchor
concealed under her keel; on which the officer who commanded
the attack, refolved to leave her.. The prifoners below were told,
that it was determined to fét her on fire, on 'which ‘they came up
readily to be carried off in the boats, which rowed away with them
to the Tyger. ~When arrived on board, the captain, Digby Dent,
faid he fhould fend his own men, if the divifion did not imme-
diately return ‘to bring off the thip. This fpirited rebuke prevailed,
all the boats fet off again and met* the fhip half a mile nearer ;
for the land-wind had {prung up and was driving her out.

The difpofitions for the attack of the Baleine, were the {ame, and

fucceeded more eafily. ‘The crew made little refiftance ; ‘only two

men were killed before they furrendered. -'The rudder of the Thip
was afhore, but feveral fails were bent to the yards which fufficed
to move and fteer her, and fthe was brought, and anchored near the
Tyger, before the Baleine came up.  No attempt was made on the
Compagnie des Indes. -

By this time the want of provifions prefled fo hard, that Mr:
Lally aflembled a general council, and propofed the immediate
expulfion of the black inhabitants, who reprefented that their
fidelity alone to thofe whe might condemn them to this fevere ca=
lamity, had left it in their power to inflit it: by their removal,
likewife, all the Europeans would be deprived of their domeftics;
and from thefe confiderations the affembly broke up without de-
cifion: but fome from fear of the other inconvenicnces of  the
blockade during the ftormy weather, requefted permiflion of Colonel
Coote to fend away their families either to the Danifth or Dutch
fettlements on the coaft, which were neutral in the war; and pafl-
ports were granted. e

Intelligence was received on the rith, that the ga'rrifon intended
to march out a detachment of 400 men, to florm the Madrals. re-
doubt in-the bound-hedge, and then pufh on to attack the large re-
doubt, which the Englifh army had raifed to the north of it; on
which the picquets of the camp marched, and took poft half-way, in

worder to fall on the rear of the detachment : beipg difcovered, the

. enemy
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enemy made no motion, but the next day the town fired hotl y, but
without execution, on the Ariancopang redoubt.

Thewinds -had for fome days veered -and firengthened ; and on
‘the 22d and 23d, the!two Admirals failed out of the road of Cud-
‘dalore with all the fhips, excepting four, which two days after, on
ufpicion of ftormy' weather, went away likewife. Their departure

was unexpected, becaufe contrary to M. Stevens’s declaration, that

he would not quit ‘the ‘coaft-until compelled by the utmoft ne-
-ceffity,'which had not yet come. As foon as they difappeared, the
‘Compagnie des Indes, and a floop which was in the road,. prepared
as had been forefeen to put to fea. The thip failed on the 3oth to
bring provifions /from Tranquebar, ‘and the floop armed with feveral
guns was intended to cruize in the offing' for the grain-boats, which
at this feafon-of the year come with the wind and current from the
northern'to the fouthem parts of the coaft, and generally fail in
fight of the fhore. ' The four men of war which left Cuddalore on
‘the 23d, anchored on the it of November off of Alamparvah,
-from whence they fell down on the 14th to the road of Pondichetry,
and 'gave information, 'that Mr. Stevens was gone with the other
12 fthipsof the {quadron ' to refit them in the bay of Trincomaly.
.Captain Prefton, on the 18th ‘of O&aber, detached fome black
horfe and Sepoys from his poft at Ratlagrammon, who came back
with 400 head of cattle of thofe collected by the French, which
were grazing in the country round the pettah of Gingee : The de-
‘tachment was neither oppoled or purfued, although a confiderable
party of the French troops was then in the pettah ready to march.
This party moved on the 21ft; they  were 200 Europeans -and
Coftrees, 400 Sepoys, 1100 European, and as ‘many black horfe,
They croffed the river Panar on. its decline, and on their arrival -at
Thhiagar, a detachment larger than their number was formed, and
-marched away, to attack the fort of Chandamungalum, which ftands
-half way towards Trinomalee : the fort was garrifoned by four or
five companies of Sepoys, with a few Europeans from Chittapet,
who repulfed the affault with uncommon ability, having killed
ten Europeans and 4o Sepoys, and wounded 5o Sepoys and 20

% horfes 3

bgi1

1760.
W—_.
O&ober,



692

1760.
el b

Oétober.

November,

Tur War or CoroMANDEL. " Book XIIL
horfes ; after which the French party attempted nothing more, but
returned to Thiagar.

Captain Prefton, onthe firft intelligence of their motion from
Gingee, fet out, as before, to follow'them with the greateft. part of his
force from Ratlagrammon, but when arrived on the 24th near Villa-
porun, found the river fwelled; and continued on the bank, in expedta-
tion of its fall ; and on the 1ft of November, the garrifon of Gingee,
being ftronger than the force he had left at Ratlagrammon, again
detached a party of 25 European horfe and 20 foot with three com-
panies of Sepoys and fome'black cavalry, to' drive away all the
cattle about this place, which by the late captures and purchafes
made for the camp were many herds. Captain Robert Fletcher,
who commanded during the- abfence of Prefton at Ratlagrammon,
waited until the enemy began' to retreat with: the cattle they had
gathered, when he appeared with' 5o black horfe, and three com-
panies of Sepoys in their rear, and followed them fix miles, but
as if ‘cautious of coming too clofe to their fire ; which continually
drew it from them ; when, perceiving that they had almoft ex-
pended their ammunition, he appreached nearer, and engaged them
regularly, which they fearcely {uftained, and {oon ‘broke, and all their
Sepoys flung down their arms.  Fifteen of them were killed, and
30 with a Subadar or' captain made prifoners: of the Europeans,
fix were killed, or fell wounded, and 150 mufkets were collefed.
The next -day, Fletcher, with 'a ﬁrcm'ger force, marched again
from Ratlagrammon, and contriving his time, arrived at’ night, and
entered the pettah of Gingee, which has'but a flight wall, by fur-
prize fet fire to it in every part, and met no refi ﬁ'mcc, except-
mg thc uncertain fire of ‘the cannon frem the hills above, and on
his return he drove off a greater number of their cattle than the
enemy had taken the day before.

The frequent, although flender attempts and entes prlzes, which
had been made by the body of French troops in the field, in order
either to {upply Pondicherry with pl‘OVlﬁUDS to gain plunder, or fo

_create diverfions of the Englifh force, had in  the ' whole lexpendéd

more than ‘three hundred Europeans ; moft of the reft were now at

Thiagar,
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Thiagar, and from the force remaining at Gingee, including what the
garrifon might on occafion fpare, 1o attempt of convoys to Pon-
dicherry beyond the provifions of a few days were to be appre-
hended. They had loft, if ever it lay open, the opportunity, when they
were in full force. Neverthelefs the number of troops remaining at
Pondicherry, with the defences and ammunition, f4ill fecured the town
from cvery danger; excepting famine ; and Mr. Lally not impru-
dently preferred that the troops he had detached, thould remain abroad,
where they might do fome fervice, and would {ubfift themfelves,
rather than return to confume in Pondicherry the flender ftock of

provifions, of which they had fupplied {o little. He now withed.

even to add more to their number for another purpofe, on which
il fortune and neceflity obliged him to rely as the likelieft means
that remained of relieving the diftrefles of Pondicherry.

The French fquadron, which had left the coaft on the 1ft of

O&ober of the preceding year, arrived on the 15th of November at.

the ifle of Fratce. This ifland never furnithed provifions fufficient
for the fettled inhabitants, and had been fo much exhaufted of the
ftores colleted from abroad, by viCtualling the fquadron at their
departure for the coaft, that little remained to afford them on their
return ; and this fcarcity had been injudicioufly encreafed by the
equipment of two veflels, which had been fent to attack the Englith

factories in the gulph of Perfia.  In this diftrefs, it was refolved to -

follow the example of the preceding year, and to fend three ‘thips
of burthen, under the convoy of the Centaur of 74 guns, belonging
to the French Company, to purchafe provifions at the Cape of

Good Hope. But Mr. D’Ache propofed to give the command of the -

Centaur to the captain of the King’s thip the A&if ; on which all the

captains of the Company’s fhips of war protefted againft this pre--

ference, as derogatory to their own rightss and whilft the tedious dif-
putations ufual on fuch occafions were carrying on in writing, with
much acerbity and little public zeal, the annual tempeft of the ele-
ments in this climate arofe in the night of the 24th of January, and
lafted withiout intermiflion] and with the utmoft excefs, for 36 hours,

Thirty-two veflels in the port of Mauritius 1Wacl;qm from their

anchors 3
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anchors 3 but all, excepting one of 30 guns, were ftopped by the
ooze of the bay from driving on the rocks which fraize the fhore 3
on which all the {maller craft were firanded and wrecked.  The
ruin was greater on the land.  All the vegetation of provifions
above the furface was deftroyed. ‘The cattle and fowls were wathed
away by the torrents, or perithed by the inclemency, and of the
magazines of grain, which are all built of wood, fome were over-
thrown, and the reft opened by the wind to the rain. Three months
were employed in repairing the damages of the marine and thore,
In this interval, fome-few provifions were brought. by fome trading
veflels of the colony from Madagafcar, and the {urplus of theifland
of Bourbon. On the 26th of May it was determined to fend four
thips of war, as faft as they could be equipped, in order to {ubfift at
Foul-point in Madagafcar. = On the 8th of June, arrived a veflel
from France, apprifing, that aii armament was fitting out in England
to attack the two iflands of Mauritius and Bourbon ; in confequence
of which, the French government had fent the regiment of Cam-
bray, of 700 men, to reinforce them ; and the {quadron, if 2t Mau-
ritius, was ordered to continue there ; and, if gone to the coaft, to
be immediately recalled. Thefe orders determined Mr. D’Aché
to remain with the greateft part of his fhips for the defence of
the ifland, but to fend away thofe before allotted to Madagafcar ;
which, to fave the confumption of vi@uals, weré not to return to
the ifle of: France, until the zoth of Auguft: if at this time they
received no diretions how to ac, the council of war might preceed
to the execution of any fervice, of which the condition of the fhips
might be deemed capable : meaning to intimate, that they might,
if they chofe it, go to the coaft of Coromandel. ‘The -Centaur
failed for Madagafcar on the 16th of June, but the other three
not in lefs than a month after, by which time the regiment of
Cambray was arrived in feveral of the Company's fhips from’
France. The news of the ftorm was brought to Pondicherry by
the Hermione and Baleine in July, but by detaining the failors for a
while on board, the report was kept fecret, until others propetly
fabncated and given out, perfuaded the colony, and the enemy at their

! gates,
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gates, that the {quadron ftrongly reinforced from France might be
every day expected on the coaft. In the middle of O&ober, letters
difpatched from Mauritius to Mahé, on, the coaft of Malabar, ar-
rived. from  hence, with information of the departure of the four
thips to Madagafcar, and dubious aflurances: of their intention to

.come at all events to Pondicherry. Mr. Lally had always regarded

the operations of the {quadron as o unzealous and indecifive, that
he was convinced thefe thips would not make the effort. IHe, how-
ever, concealed this opinion; and the intelligence  concerning the

_fuppofed attack of Mauritius from England ; but gave out that the

fhips ‘gone to Madagafcar,: and more, might be expected at Pondi-
cherry with-the regiment of Cambray on board. " But, 'defpairimg
of the relief he pretended, he: perfuaded the Council to coi}_cl'ude! %

treaty for the afliftance of the body of Morattoes under the com-

mand of Vizvazypunt, which had lately returned from: Scringa-
patam in Myfore to the confines of the Carnatic.

Vizvazypunt, on his firft approach from the Kriﬁﬁa,‘. had in Ap_ril

fent letters toPondicherry, tendering the, fame -ﬁ{ﬁﬁanc__ci to the French

as he was offering to the Nabob and the Englifh: a _vﬁgu,e corre{pon-
dence had continued in confequence of theie overtures ; but, on his
Lally fent two agents to his camp. The
Morattoe required a fum of ready money, in hand, and the ceffion
of the fortrefs of Gingee, which, befides the influence it would gw%
Balagerow in the  province of Arcot, was the wifh of a, hational

point. of honour, fince Gingee  had, until the Beg{nning_l_()ff the,

prefent century, been the capital of a race of Morattoe kings; whofe
domirnion extended from ' the Coleroon to the Paliar.. The Council
empowered the agents to agree that ‘Gingee, thould, be delivered to
him as foon as the Engll{h _army retreated from _Pqndiqli(;:rry, and
that 500,000 rupees {l.ould be paid him when his OWL*_L,app'e'_are(ll in
fight of the town. All the French troops abroad were to join the
Morattoes as foon as they pafled the hills, .and entered the pro-
vince, 1If thefe terms, were not, readily accepted, the agents'werb
to infinuate that, altho'ug'h the diftrefles of Hyderauy-had,bkoké any
farther expeations of affiftance from him, the king of Myfore him-
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horfe pufhed to the river, and were ferried over to the town under
the guns of St. Thomas’ redoubt. “To prevent fuch attempts in

future, so Europeans, with a company of Sepoys, were {lationed

and retrenched on the flip of fand on the fea-thore, oppofite to the

bar of the river.

By this time the waters of the Panar were run off, and, as the
troops at Ratlagramon with Captain Flt;tcher were deemed {uffi-
cient to- oppofe what the enemy had at Gingee, Captain Prefton,
with the main body of his command, marched away from Villa-
porum to attack Elavanafore, to which the officer at Thiagar fent a
reinforcement, chiefly of black troops 3 but after Elavanafore was
invefted did not advance to its relief. = The only guns fit for battery
with Prefton’s divifion, were two' field twelve-pounders, which are
too {light againft ftrong defences ; but, as the laft thing which is
done in country forts is to repair them, a breach was eafily made,
and the garrifon capitulated at difcretion, although they were 11
Europeans, 19 Topaffes, and 400 Sepoys, with three field-pieces,
befides the guns of the fort. 451 ;

Preparations had for fome time been making: at Madrafs to con-
vert the blockade of Pondicherry into a regular attack ; and on the
16th, the Admiral Watfon, a fhip of 500 tons, laden with all kinds

"of ftores, arrived, and anchored off the north redoubt, and the

mafloolas of Cuddalore repaired thither to unload her. On the
18th, Mr. Call, the chief engineer, arrived in the camp, to condu&
the trenches. :'

There were remaining in  Pondicherry about 5o horfes belonging
to the cavalry, for which no forage could be procured either within
or without the walls ; and, as the grain they confumed was fo much
taken from the fuftenance of the garrifon, Mr. Lally refolved to
fend them with the beft riders to Thiagar. Colonel Coote re-
ceived intelligence of the intention,  but not, of the!time. At two
o'clock in the moriing of the z1ft, 200 grenadiers, with the horfe~
men, pafled the river on rafts, near the bar, oppofite to the re-
trenched guard en the fpit of fand, from which the Europeans had

been withdrawn, and only the Sepoys were remaining ; on ' whom the:
French
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French grenadiers immediately advanced, and gave therr fire, whilft
the horfemen went off as faft as they could over the plain, taking the
road to Trivadi. On the alarm, the pickets of horfe in the camp
mounted, and croffing the river, which chanced to be fordable at
Villenore, went in purfuit, and took thirteen, whofe horfes were too
feeble to keep pace with the others. '

Major Prefton, following his fuccefs, marched from Elavanafore,
againdt a fort called Rifhavandum, which ftands 15 miles to the
. . of that place: it furrendered to him, after little refiftance, on
the 22d : the garrifon confifted of 200 Sepoys, and five Europeans.
From hence he marched againft Chacrapollam, a mud fort, 15 miles
north of Thiagar ; which furrendered to him without making any
defence ; for the garrifon was only a company of Sepoys, with a fer-
jeant. In the mean while, the French troops remaining at Gingee, cx-
the garrifon there, went againft Chittamoor, a fort 10 miles

clufive of
to the s. . and were repulfed, with the lofs of 20 Sepoys and four

Europeans, killed and wounded. ;

"The landing of the ftores from the Admiral Watfon had been im-
peded by the defertion of the boatmen, who ran away, bef::luﬁ: they
had not been regul_ar_ly paid ; but the blockade continued with the

utmoft vigilance, an

to get in by land ; {everal boats coming from the fouthward, with

falt provifions and arrack, were intercepted by armed boats equipped
at Devicotah. The encreafing diftrefs determined Mr. Lally to con-
{ult nothing any lenger but neceflity ; and on the 27th, he turned
out of the gates all the blacks remaining in the town, excepting a.
few who were domeftics to the principal inhabitants:
expelled were 1400, of both fexes, and every age. "They wandered:
i families and companies towards all parts of the limits, hoping the
“mercy of being {uffered to _pafs away 3 but they were every wh-erc
ftopped by the advanced Scpoys,__and,or_d‘ergd‘ to go back-;- on -‘Vh‘ICh
they retired, and affernbled round. the foot of the glacis, begging
admittance, and. many of them attempting to pafs over into the
covered way, were fired upon by the mufketry and cannon, and ﬁm‘nc
wese killed. At night they were quiet ; but the next Qa_s_r, and for
' i1k

The number.

d nothing, fince the laft convoy, had attcmpted’.
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fix more, they repeated the fame importunities to the town and the
Englith pofts, and received the fame repulfes Examples of this
feverity rarely occur; and in civilized war is never exercifed but with
the utmoft reluéance. At length Colonel Coote, finding Mr. Lally
inflexible, let the whole multitude pafs. Their only fuftenance, ex-
cepting the little they had brought out of the town, fecreted about
their perfons, had for eight days been the roots of grafs they picked
up in the fields, in which they lay. They were all extenuated by
famine, and few had homes or friends to go to; neverthelefs their
thanks were inexpreffible, even for this chance of prefervation.
The Nabob was prefent at this act of mercy, and concurred in it.
He left Arcot on the 15th of November, and went to Madrafs to

confer a few hours with Mr. Pigot, from whence he arrived in the

camp onthe 3(1 of December. On the 2d and 3d, two veffels, a

{loop, and a pmnacc remaining at Pondicherry, failed away for Tran-
‘quebar, but the pinnace was taken by the boats of Devicotah.

Four ricochet batteries, which were firft to open againft the town,

were finithed on the 8th. We have already given fome defeription

of Pondicherry, when attacked by Mr. Bofcawen in 1748. All the
baftions remained in their firft form, which, for a town of this fize,

‘was very confined; but counter-gu:irds had been made before three

of them, and ravelins raifed before the three gates to the land ; a
rampart of earth had been added to the curtains, which before were
only walls of brick five feet thick. A wet ditch had been compleated
on the three fides to the land, excepting in an extent of 200 yards on
the fouth fide towards the fea, where the ground rifing higher re-
quired a deeper excavation, which for this reafon, as being more la-
borious and expenfive, had not yet been dug; to the extremity of
this higher ground where the ditch ceafed, came a large creek from
the river of Ariancopang, which fupplied the ditch all round with
water. 'The berm within the ditch was 25 feet broad; the covered
way was narrow, and the glacis not fufficiently raifed. The face to
the eaft being within a few yards of the furf, and. expofed only to an
efcalade by furprize, had no ditch, but its curtain was flanked by
proje&ting batteries, which likewife commanded the road. The ci-

tadel
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‘tadel was a pentagon with five baftions, but too fmall to “endure
bombardment ; two of its baftions over-looked the eaft curtain,
and added to the fire on the fea. 'The town was very commo-
dioufly laid out in ftraight fireets which traverfed it entirely in both
directions..

The ricochet battery of four guns, which had opened on the 1oth
of November, had for fome time been quitted, and the guns re-
moved to the north redoubt beyond the bound-hedge ; becaufe their
effe@ was not equal either to the expence of ammunition, or the fa-
tigue and rifque of the guards. The four batteries which were now
opened were thus fituated.  One ftood near the beach to the north,
200 yards in front of that which had been abandoned, and about 1200
from the walls ; it mounted four 18 pounders, and enfiladed the eaft
front of the town. Another of two 24 and two 18 pounders, with
three mottars of 13, 10, and 8 inches, was raifed on the other fide
of the morafs, which fpreads to the weft; it was 1400 yards
from the walls, and bore, but a little to the left, upon the welt
flank of the baftion in the north-weft angle, which mounted 10
guns, and had 'before it, within the ditch, a ftrong ‘and extenfive
counter-guard, mounting 25 guns.. The two other batteries were
to the fouth. One on the edge of a large ifland, formed by the
river of Ariancopang ; this battery mounted only two guns, of
which, one bore on the baftion next to that in the s.w. angle of

the town, the other on. St.. Thomas redoubt, which ftood on the-

oppofite bank of the river lower down ; the other battery was
raifed in a {maller ifland below the Coco-nut; from which it is
feparated on one hand, and on the other from the fpit of fand,
which forms the ftrand of the fea from the bar of the river. ‘This
is called the Sand Hland ; the battery bore upon St. Thomas. re-
doubt, and on the curtain of the town between the two baftions
on this fide neareft the fea. : .
All'the four batteries were only. intended to harrafs the garrifon by
a crofs fire of ricochet fhot along the ftreets or ramparts; for none of:
them were on the perpendiculars on which the breaching . batteries
& j ' were.
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were intended to be erefted.: They opened at midnight, between the
8th and othi, firing all of them at ithe fame time, and in vollies, on
the fignal of a fhell. © A little before the firft volley, i Colonel Coote,
with two or three officers, approached towards the glacis. of the
north front, in order to obferve what effect the firing would pro-
‘duce upon the garl‘-ifbn. ‘T'hey beat to arms, but without confufion,
and feemed to have every thing in proper order on their baftions s
they raifed blue lights in different parts of the town, but did not
fire a fhot. ~Captain Fletcher, who was with the Colonel, very m-
prudently quitted him without notice, and went to the foot of the
glacis, ‘where he fell in with' the centinel of an advanced guard of
Sepoys, whom he feized and difarmed, and was bringing oft; when
the guard, hearing the ftruggle, ran into the covered way, from
whence immediately camea hot fire of mufketry upon Colonel Coote’s
party 3 but Fletcher brought off the Sepoy, who gave no intelli-
gence but what was better known before. I
The batteries ceafed before day-break, and the guns were kept
mafked until the afternoon, when they recommenced, and the town
returned with great vivacity, but the firing ceafed on both fides in

two hours. ' The two batteries to the fouth prevented the enemy

from launching a large boat which they had fitted on the thore near
the bar, and drove them likewife from their guns in St. Thomas's
redoubt, which were only mounted in barbette. “ _
"The!firing continued in the fix following days, but was every
day renewed at a different hour, and lafted variouﬁy, and never
mmore than three or four hours at a time. On- the 15th, the vollies

ceafed for want of powder, and only fired on particular occafions.

In all this confumption, only one man was killed at the baftions,
and vety few in the town ; but the purpofe was anfwered of wafting
the garrifon with fatigue, which their fcanty allowance of provi-
fions rendered them little able to endure. On the 1yth, a party of
pioneers appeared at work with great eagernefs, to raife and con-
vert the barbette of St. Thomas’s redoubt into a parapet with em-
‘brafures. ~The battery on the fand ifland fired to interrupt them

I ; by



Book XIIL Bi.ock ADE .or PONDICIIE’RRY.-"

by night as well as by day, but'they perfevered: On the 20th, fome

powder arrived in a veflel from Madrafs, and the enfilade and bom-
bardment recommenced from all the batteries as before; and was
conftantly anf{wered with the fame vivacity from the town. On the
23d, the thip Duke, of 500 tons, arrived from Madrafs, laden with
17 pieces of battering cannon - and their fhot, and with all kinds of
ftores for the fiege ; but fo few of the boatmen had returned to their
mafloolas, that very little could be landed until others were affembled
from the neighbouring ports on the coaft, and even from Madrafs :
this delay, however, appeared of lefs detriment, becaufe the materials
for the trenches, and for the batteries which were to difmantle thé
defences and breach the body of the place, were not yet colleéed,
and the engineers reported, that they fhould not be ready to open
this fire before the third of January; but the batteries already con-
ftructed continued theirs. On the 26th, Admiral Stephens in the
Norfolk, with three other thipsof the line and the Protector fire-fhip,
returned into the road from T'rinconomaly.

The French troops aflembled at Thiagar were fo much fuperior
to the little forts around, that they became the terror of the country,
and their fmalleft partics brought in. Provxﬁons in plenty, and with-
out rifque. Major Prefton, having no longer any apprehenfions
that the troops at Gingee would either be able to pufh any convoys
through the circumvallation of the Englifh army, or even to diftrefs
the pofts under the prote&ion of Captain Fletcher at Ratlagrammon,
refolved, by cutting off the daily fupplies of Thiagar, to oblige
the troops there to employ largeefcorts, which he hoped to intercept.
He marched from Bafhivandum on the. 1ft of December, and en-
camped, i the evening three miles to the N.w. of Thiagar. On
the night of the 3d, all the French cavalry, amounting to 200,
led by Major Allen, an, officer of Mz Lally’s regiment,
puthed out of the pettah, and went to the weft, of Trino-
malee. Being fure of provifions ‘abroad, they intended to remain
in the hills, wmtmg the .event of the negociation, which Mr,
Lally was carrying on with the Morattoe Vizvazipunt, whofe

troops, if it {ucceeded, they intended to 1ccompany to Pondicherry.
Vor. IL il 4 A few
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A few days afterwards, they were joined by a party of roo Euro-
pean infantry, whom, to alleviate the confumption of provifions, Mr.
Lally had fent out of Pondicherry in the two veflels which failed
on the 2d and 3d of the month, and efcaped to Tranquebar ; from
whence, headed by the bithop of Hallicarnaffus, they marched to
efcort him to the camp of Vizvazipunt at Cudapanatam, with whom
the bithop was empowered to conclude the negociation. They pro-
ceeded to Combaconum, by the fame road as the Nabob and Major
Jofeph Smith had come to Karical, and received no moleftation in their
journey through the country of Tanjore. From Combaconum, they
croffed the Coleroon, and then pafled between Volcondah and Thia-
gar, out of the reach of Prefton’s troops; but 10 or 12 of them
deferted, and travelled to Tritchinopoly, where they offered to ferve,
but were not enlifted; becaufe Captain Smith had at this time dif-
covered a confpiracy of the French prifoners to rife and averpotver
the garrifon; in which the number of Europeans did not exceed 120,
and moft of them were invalids or foreigners; whereas the prifoners
were 500 ; being the colleftion of all that had been taken at Ka-
rical, Chillambrum, and Verdachilum, by Colonel Monfon, and in
the different actions at Seringham and its diftri€ts, by the two, Smiths
from Tritchimopoly.

The King of Myfore, not thoroughly convinced that his pro-
teftations of good-will to the Englifth would induce them to reftore
Caroor, fent a large body of troops to the confines of its territory,
in order to fecond the terms of his negociation by the appearance of
renewing hoftilities, if not accommedated ; and other troops proceed-
ed to rein force thofe at Dindigul; from whencethegovernor on their ar-
rival marched, with 1000 horfe, 2000 Sepeys, as many common peons,
and fome cannon, again{t Agarpatty, the neareft and laft of the forts,
which the troops of Madura had taken, but having left it only 40
Sepoys, it furrendered on the 4th day ‘of the attack. From hence
the Myforeans marched againft Narafingapore, another of the forts,
fix miles farther, which' they likewife battered for four days, when
they were attacked themfelves by a ftrong body detached from
Madura, who beat them off the ground, and drove them back

to.
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to Dindigul, with the lofs of 50 men killed and wounded. The

colleries of Nattam, encouraged by this renewal of hoftilities, made
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incurfions into the northern diftriéts of Madura, and ftopped the whole Degembste

road of the pafs, with trees which they felled on either fide, and with
much labour dragged and laid them acrofs the road with fo much
contrivance, that a fingle perfon could not pafs without continual
difficulty.

No events ‘of great’ importance had happened during the courfe
of this year, in the country of Tinivelly. The commandant, Ma-
homed Iffoof, after the repulfe before Wathinelore in the end
of the preceding year, was, from the want of battering cannon,
no longer in a condition to attack the ftronger holds of the polygars :
and contented himfelf, until fupplied, with pofting the greateft part of
his army in ftations to check thePulitaver and the eaftern polygars; but
remained himfelf with the reft at Tinivelly, watching Catabominaigué

and theweftern. The departure of Maphuze Khan from Nellitangaville -

in the month of January, left the Pulitaver and his allies no longer
the pretext of oppofing the authority of the Nabob in fupport of the
rights of his elder brother ; and they debated whether they thould
treat with Mahomed Ifloof, or wait the event of Maphuze Khan's
journey, who they fuppofed would return to them, if not received
on his own terms by the Nabob., In this uncertainty, they formed
no vigorous defigns, and employed their colleries in night robbe-
ries, wherever they could elude the ftations of Mahomied Ifloof ; but
attempted nothing in the open field or day. Neverthelefs, their
depredations were fo ruinous to the cultivation, that Ma-
homed Iffoof thought it worth the expence, to draw off fome of
their dependants, and entertain them in the Company’s fervice,
as beft able to retaliate the fame mifchief on thofe by whom
they had been employed; and towards the end of April, feveral

of thefe petty leaders, with their followers, amounting in the whole

to 2000 colleries, joined him at Tinivelly,. and faithfully entered
on the duties for which they had engaged. Nothing, however, like
regular fighting happened untill the end of May, when Catabo-
minaigue appeared at the head of two or three thoufand men, near

4 X 2 Etia-
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Etiaporum, and ftood the attack of {even companies of Sepoys, drawn
from the limits towards Nellitangaville, by whom they were difperfed,

but with little Iofs. | Tni May Mahomed Iffoof received intelligence of

the hoftilities commenced by the Myforeans from Dindigul, and the

orders of the Prefidency to oppofe them ; in confequence of which he

- fent the detachment we have mentioned of 1500 Sepoys, 300 horfe,

and 3000 peons. They were {carcely gone, when a new and unexpeted’
al:um arofe in the Tinivelly country. The Dutch government at
the ifland of Ceylon had [CCCIVE:d a large reinforcement of European

' troops from Batavia, which aflembled at the port of Columbo, op-

pofite to Cape Comorin, from whence a part of them arrived in the
beginning of June at T'utacorin, a Dutch fort on the continent, 40 miles
eaft of Tinivelly. T'wo hundred Europeans, with equipments, tents,
and field-pieces, immediately encamped, giving out that they thould
thortly be reinforced by more than their own number, and that 400
other Europeans had left Batavia at the fame time with themfelves,
and were gone to Cochin on the Malabar coaft, in order to join the
king of Travancore. . The natives were frightened, and pretended
to have difcovered, that the force they faw was intended to affift the
polygars in driving the Englith out of the country of Tinivelly,
and to begin by attacking the town. Mahomed Iffoof immediately
fent to the Dutch chief at Tutacorin, to demand an explanation 3
who anfwered, that he fhould give none. A' few days after the -
troops advanced inland, and halted at Alvar Tinivelly, a town in
a very fertile diftrict, fituated 20 miles s. £. of Tinivelly, and the
{ame diftance s. w. of Tutacorin; and at the fame time, another
body of zoo Europcans landed, from Colombo at Manapar, 20
miles to the s, B. of Alwar Tinivelly. Mahomed Iffoof had pre-
vioufly drawn. troops from the eaftern ftations, and marching with

- 4000 Sepoys, and fome horfe, appeared in fight of the Dutch troops

at Alvar Tinivelly in the evening of the 18th of June; whe, in the
enfuing night, decamped in ftri& filence, and marched back to
Tutacorin ; thofe at, Manapar went away thither likewife in the
fame embarkations which brought them ;, and 10 more was heard of
this al arm,

2 The
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The depredations of the; polygars continued; but, deprived of:
Maphuze Khan, and hearing how clofely Pondicherry was invefted,
 they ventured nothing more: thePulitaver’s colleries continued asufual
the moft active in the robberies; and to reprefs them, Mahomed
Ioof again ftationed the greateft part of his force towards Nellitan-
gaville. In December thefe troops formed a camp at the foot
of the hills within three miles of this place, and Mahomed Iffoof
joined them from Tinivelly on the 12th; he had purchafed
feveral eighteen-pounders at T'utacorin,. and had the two mortars
which had been fent to him the year before from Angenjo, but no
thot or fhells for cither, and was moreover in want of gun-powder
and flints, all which he expefed from Tritchinopoly, and, whilft
waiting for them, made fuch preparations as the country afforded to
attack Nellitangaville in form. On the zoth of the month, the
colleries, with the Pulitaver at their head, attacked his camp, fal-
lying, ‘as ufual, on all quarters at once, and perfifted until 100 of
them fell; but they killed ten of Mahomed Iffoof’s men, and
wounded feventy, and fome horfes. 1

At this time the Myforeans on the frontiers of Caroor, al-
though profefling "peace, and difavowing the operations of the go-
vernor of Dindigul, did not prohibit their own horfe from foraging in
the diftrié¥s, of which they had confented that the Englifh thould col-
leét' the revenue until the Prefidency and their king had agreed
concerning the reftitution of the fort. The crop on the ground was
plentiful and ready to be cut; and as the renewal of hoftilities
would only aggravate the evil they meant to revenge, Captain
Richard Smith refolved to remain quict until the harveft was ga-
thered. Sueh was thé fdte of the fouthern countries at the end of
the year. ' .

The confumption of provifions in Pondicherry had ever fince the
month of Auguft exceeded the fupplies received. In November,
when the black inhabitants were turned out, the _foldiery were put
to an allowance of a pound of rice a day, with a little meat at in-
tervals. In the beginning of December, Mr. Lally caufed a ftri&

fearch to be made in all the houfes of individuals, and what could be
found
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found in them was brought to the citadel, from whence they were
diftributed indifcriminately to the, military and inhabitants. Two
colonels lately arrived from France, men of family, deemed the
fearch in their apartments an affront, and fent word. to M. Lally,
that they would no longer aét as officers ; but on every occafion
as yolunteers. But the event juftified the feverity; for by the
end of December, notwithftanding fome fupply - had come in
by the fea, the flock remaining in the public ftore was not more
than the confumption of three days; and Mr. Lally, guided by
certain information, determined that another fearch fhould be
made 3 on which father Lavaur, the {uperior of the Jefuits, who
knew all the fecrets of the town, prevailed on him to defer it, pro-
mifing to produce a fufficiency for fifteen days more, but gave no
expetation of farther fupply; but the French agents with Viz-
vazypunt fent hopes of fucceeding in their negotiation; and on
the laft day of the year intelligence was received in the Englifh
camp, and fomewhat credited, that a large body of Morattoes, with
all the French horfe, were arrived from Cudapanatam at 'I'rino-
malee, and were going to Thiagar, from whence they intended,
at all events, to puth with provifions to Pondicherry. ,

‘The rains had ceafed for fome days, and the weather was re-
{tored to its ufual temperance; the fky bright, although the winds
fometimes {trong, which always, at this feafon, blow from the north,
and near the coaft in the day from the fea, and at night from the
land® but on the zoth of December, although the weather con-
tinued fair, a large fivell came from the s. . and the furf beat fo
hollow and heavy, that no boats could pafs ; which encreafed in the-
night. The next morning the wind frefhened, and the iky was
clofe and dufky, but without that wild irregularity which prognofti-
cates a ftorm ; and this afpet did not change till noon, nor the wind
encreafe until eight at night. There were in the road eight fail of
the line, two frigates, the fire-thip, and the ﬂﬁp with ftores from
Madrafs, in all 12 fail. From eight o’clock the wind blew in {qualls,
every one ftronger than the laft, until 10, when the Admiral’s thip,.
Norfolk, cut her cable, and fired the fignal for the other fhips to

do
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!30 fo foa; but the fignal guns were not heard, and the thips,
in  obedience to. the difcipline of the navy, rode until their
cables parted with the firain, when they with much difficulty
got before the wind, none able to fet more than a fingle fail,
and none without fplitting feveral.  Every minute encreafed
the ftorm until twelve, by which time the wind had veered from
the ~. w, where it began, to the N. E.; when it fuddenly fell
ftark calm with thick haze all round. In a few minutes the
wind flew up from the fouth-eaft, and came at once in full ftrength
with much greater fury than it had blown from the other quarter.

By the delay of not getting early under fail whilft the ftorm was from
the north, moft of the thips loft the opportunity of gaining {uffici-
ent fea-room before it came on from the fouth-eaft. The firft guft
of this wind laid the Panther on her beams, and the fea breaking
over her, Captain Affleck cut away the mizen ; and this not anfiver-
ing, the main maft likewife, which broke below the upper deck,
tore it up, and continued fome time encumbering over the fide of
the thip without going clear off into the fea, until the fhock of a
wave fent it away. The fhip then righted, the reefed forefail ftood,
and brought her back into fourteen fathom water, when fhe dropped
the fheet anchor ; but not bringing up, which means turning to ride
with her head to the anchor, they cut away the fore-maft, which
- carried away the bowfprit, when the thip came round; and thus
~ rode out the ftorm. The America, Medway, and Falmouth, cutting
away all their mafts on the different neceflities with the fame pru-
dence, rode it out likewife, after they had anchored again nearly in
the fame foundings as the Panther.

The Newcaftle, the (Qn.eenborough frigate, and the Protetor
fire-fhip, returning with the s. . florm, miftook their found-
ings, and drove towards the fhore, without knowing where they
were, or attempting te anchor. The roaring of the furf was.
not to be diftinguifhed in the general tumult of the elements:;
and the danger was not difcovered until it was too late, and: tl%e-
~three fhips came athore about two miles to the fouth of Pondi-

- 1 . cherry;;
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cherry; but only feven in all the crews perithed, who were knocked
over board by the fhock of flriKing aground.

The Duke of Aquitain, the Sunderland, and the Duke ftorethip,
unfortunately preferved all their mafts through both the fiorms, un-

«til they were 'driven back to the neceflity of anchoring; and in
- bringing up with them ftanding, all the three either 'broached to,

.-or overfet, and went to the bottom. Eleven hundred Europeans
_perifhed in thefe fhips; only feven, and feven lafcars, were faved

L out of the crews, who were picked up the next day, floating on

pieces of wreck.

The difference of the element prevented the deftru@ion from be-

.ing equal at land ; but the ravage in proportlon was not lefs. Al

- the tents and temporary caferns. of the.camp on the Red-hill, and

its out-pofts, were blown to-pieces. ' The ammunition abroad for
immediate fervice was ruined. Nothing remained mldamaged that
was not under the fhelter of mafonry, either at the redoubts of the

* bound-hedge, in the buildings at Oul_gar_rey, or in the fort of Ville-

- nore, where the main ftock of gun-powder was depofited. The fol-

diers, .unable to carry off their mufkets, and refift the ftorm, had
left them to the grauud and were «driven to s feek thelter for their

own perfons wherefoever it was to be found. Many of the black

-attendants of the camp, from the natural feeblenefs .of their con-
Atitution, perifhed by the inclemeney of thehour, The fea had every

where broken over the beach, and overflowed the country as far as

-the bound-hedge s and all the batteries and redoubts which the army

had raifed were intirely ruined. But thefe detriments might be re-
paired. ‘The great anxiety remained for the other ﬂnps of the
{quadron, whofe. fortune was not yet known.

The town of Pondichery beheld the ftorm and  its  effelts
as a deliverance fent from heaven. The fun rofe clear, and thewed

‘the havack {pread around. Tt was propofed by fome to march

out immediately, andattack the Englith army; but this operation
was impra&icable ; becaufe no artillery could move through the

-inundation, nor could the troops carry their own ammunition dry;
qtherwife three hundred men, properly armed, weuld not, for

three
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three hours after day-light, have met with 100 togetherin a con-
dition to refift them. The with of every one then turned to expec-
tation that the fhips from Madagafcar might arrive in the inter-
val before the Englifh thips in the road were repaired, or others
_ joined ‘them from the fea: but the excellence of the opportunity did
not alter Mr. Lally’s miftruft of the refource; and letters were
immediately difpatched to the agents at Puliacate, Tranquebar, and
Negapatam, ordering them to fend away provifions with inftant ex-
pedition, at every rifque, ‘on any kind of ‘embarkation.

The anxiety for the miffing thips continued until fun-fet of the
next day, when the Norfolk with Admiral Stevens’s flag was difco-
vered in the offing. ‘The fhip, prepared at all points, before the
fouth-eaft ftorm arofe, fcudded before it with a ftay-fail, without
lofing a maft, and without being obliged to anchor until the wind
fell, when in the morning they difcovered Sadrafs. The apprehen-
fion of more bad weather made the Admiral put out again to fea;
when he met the Liverpool, entirely diftnafted. This thip, having
parted her cable, and got under fail before the others, had gained more
fea-room than any of them; but the fouth-eaft ftorm had carried
away all' her mafts; foon after they were joined by the Grafton,
who gave the welcome information that the had left, on the 28th
of December, the Lenox, Admiral Cornith, with the York, and
* Weymouth, 30 leagues off the land : they were all returning to-
gether from Trincomaly : the Grafton, after parting with them, met

hard weather during the hours in which the florm was raging near

the coaft.. The Admiral, leaving her ‘to take care of the Liver-
pool, anchored in the road of Pondicherry the next morning, and
they in the afternoon. = The other three thips cameé in the next
" day. On the 7th came in the Salifbury, with the prize la Compagnie
des Indes, likewife from Trincomaly, and the Tyger from Madrafs,
where the violence of the ftorm had not reached. No more were
to be expeted; for the Elizabeth and the Southfea-caftle, want-
ing the dock, were failed' for Bombay, with the two other prizes,
the Hermione and Baleine. But by this time, the four difmafted
fhips, although not quite refitted, were again in ‘a condition to
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act on neceflity ; and thus in a week after the florm, which had
raifed fuch hopes of deliverance in, the garrifon of Pondicherry, they
faw their road again blockaded by eleven fail of the line, and' although
three of them were enly of 5o guns, all were manned above their
complements by the addition of the crews which had been faved
from the three ftranded fhips. Their boats continually cruizing,
intercepted, or drove away whatfoever embarkations came towards
the road with provifions; but feveral boats which were launched from
the town in the three nights immediately after the ftorm, favoured
by the wind, the current, and the darknefs, efcaped to the fouth-
ward. In one of them Mr. Lally fent away Rajahfaheb, the fon
of - Chundafaheb, who, ever fince the defeat of Vandiwath, had re-
fided with his family in Pondicherry; he landed at Negapatam, '

and from thence paffed to Ceylon in the chara@er of an elephant-
merchant,

“E.vcry‘ diligence was exerted to reftore the works and ftations of
the army to the condition from which they had been difmantled
by the ftorm. ‘Reports of the Morattoes continued, and the ad-
vantages of the prefent opportunity, increafed the apprehenfions of
their attempts to throw provifions into the town. The bound hedge
and its redoubts - remained as before a fufficient defence as far as they
extended ; but the fouth fide of the blockade along the Triver of
Ariancopang was laid open by the ruin of the two batteries on the
coco-nut and f{and ifland, and of the ftar redoubt on the {pit of fand
over againft the bar ; which could not be reftored in ten days; and
the torrent of the river prevented the immediate tranfport of men and
materials to fet about the work. Colonel Coote therefore deter-

. . Vel = .
- mined, as foon as the river {ubfided, to furprize St. Thomas’s re-

doubt, which, whilft it remained as at prefent without ‘oppofition.
on the other fhore, would protec the paflage of ‘what, convoys the
garrifon might expe ; but if taken, would preclude their approach
even more efficacioufly than the pofts on this the blockade which:

‘the ftorm had ruined. The waters fell fufficiently on the sth, and:

the detachment inténded for the attack, having previoufly affembled
at the Ariancopang redoubt, which ftood above at the extremity of .
ShEA the
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the bound-hedge, and on the fime fide of the river, marched dowil
after it was dark under the bank, which was fteep and fkirted by a
fand. The redoubt ftood at the opening, but on the farther fide, of a
channel, which {trikes to 'tht? noi'th from the main bodjr of the river,
and carries water into the ditches of the town. A French officer, with
three troopers of his nation, who had taken fervice in the Engli:{h
army, croffed firft, whilft Colonel Coote himfelf, with the reft of the
detachment, halted on the nethet fide of the channel. The officer
was challenged, and anfwered- that he came from the town with a
party, which Mr, Lally had fent off in halte, on intelligence that
the Englith intended to attack the redoubt this very night. He was
believed, and admitted; and Colonel Coote hearing no buftle or firing,
immediately fent over the front of his party, who, as foon as their
numbers were fufficient, declared themfelves, and threatened to put
the whole guard to death, ifafingle man made the leaft noife, or at-
tempted to efcape. All obeyed, excepting one Caffre, who ftole away
unperceived. They confifted of a ferjeant, five gunners, five Caffres,
and fome Sepoys. The chief engineer, Mr. Call, followed with the
pioneer company of so Europeans, and roo Lafcars, carrying ga-
bions, fafcines, and tools, with which they immedizitely fet to work
to clofe and retrench the gorge; over which it was intended when
neceflary to turn the guns againft the town. Atone in the morning
blue lights .appeared over the ramparts _Ialpng th'e fouth front, as if the
garrifon appréhendéd fome attack on their wall_s. Soon after they began
. to fire fingle fhot upon the redoubt, which came with fuch good aim,
that the party at work threw the guns out of their carriages on
the ground, to preferve them.. At two, every thing was quict
in the town, and the work forward, when Colonel Coote went

away to get reft at his head quarters at Q_{Jlgarty, leaving a lieu-

tenant of artillery, with the 40 Europeans, and 100 Sepoys, in
the redoubt, which the officer was ordered to defend to . the laft

extremity. The workmen had finithed, and were withdrawn . at,

four o'clock. At five, the r:dbubt- _wj{is attaléked_by the four com-
panies of grenadiers from the garrifon: they affaulted on every
- 4 X% fide
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fide at once, few fired, and all pufhed with fixed bayonets through

the ditch over the parapet. The refiftance was not equal either

to the ftrength of the poft, for it was clofed on all fides; or to
the number of the guard, which were, including the Sepoys, 170

men. Some efcaped by jumping over the parapet; a few were

killed, and the greateft part, with the officer, furrendered themfelves:
prifoners. At noon, Mr. Lally fent back al_l'who had been taken,,

to the Englifh camp, for want of provifions to feed them ; but on
condition, that they fhould not ac again., This difcovery of the:
diftrefs of the garrifon could only be required ot warranted by the
utmoft neceffity. However, Mr. Lally might fuppofe, that the pri-
foners had not time to learn the worft of what the town was en~
during, and that they could not tell fo much as deferters.

On the failure of this attempt, a large portion of the working

artics was allotted to complete the redoubt on the {pit of fand,
which was to. replace that which had been wathed away.. It was
raifed for the advantage of higher ground, three hundred yards in:
the rear of the former ;. its fcale fufficient to contain 400 men, and. -
to mount 16 guns in different diretions. Equal attention was given:
to repair and complete the Hanover battery, where, from the lownefs'
of the fituation, much labour was requifite to clear the water, which.
had filled the trench that communicated with it from fome inclofures
in the rear. The only fire from the town was to interrupt the
workmen here, but with little effet. On the 7th, the Com-
pany’s thip Falmouth arrived from Madrafs,laden with battering:
cannon, ammunition, and ftores, to replace what had foundered
in the Duke: and on the gth another fhip brought Mr. Pigot the
governor, with Mr. Dupré, one of the council, and Captain Robert
Barker, who had been to Madrafs to {uperintend the embarkation of”
the ftores and artillery, which Captain Hiflop and he were now to
direét againft the town.

At this time the Nabob received intelligence that his agents had
concluded ‘a' negotiation with the Morattoe general Vizvazypunt.
~&xlleny and the Bithop 'of Halicarnafius, had added the offer-of Thiagar

Bt - : : (]
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to Gingee, and the payment of 500,000 rupees for their affiftance;
and profered fubftantial fhroffs as fecurity ; how this. wary tribe 0
money-changers were induced to this venture, when there was
not fo much in Pondicherry, nor likely to come, remains uns
accountable.  Either Vizvazipunt himfelf muft have encouraged

them to ftand forth in appearance, that he might obtain the higheft

.terms‘from- the Nabob ; or fome fecret enemy of the Nabob, who was
to gain advantage by the march of the Morattoes into the Carnatic,
and the fupport of Pondicherry, muft have proved to the throffs the
certainty of producing the money before the payment: fhould fall
upon their fecurity; in this cafe we' fee no one but Hyderally to

conjeckure. The Nabob’s agents were fo perplexed by the fact, that-

they rofe by degrees fgom the fame fum of 500,000 rupees with
which they had begun, and concluded for two millions, of which
one yas to be paid in 20 days, and the other in nine months ; on
* which Vizvazipunt told the French reprefentatives, that they had
no afliftance to expe from himj; and Allen and the Bifthop
went away with their troops, who were 200 Europeans mounted,
and" xoo-on foot, to Hyderally- in Bengalore, which is five-days
from Cudapanatam. The Nabob, on this important occafion, as
indeed on all others ever fince he was convinced of the pro-
bability of taking Pondicherry, enlarged himfelf with more de-
' cifion and fpirit, than he had ever exerted fince his government,

and firft connexion with the Englith nation; and as the fialleft
undiffembled excefles of the mind tell more than the whole com-
pofure of political reafon, he never . failed to' afk Colonel Coote
every day, whether he was fure, and when, Pondicherry would
furrender. Advices were at the fame time received from Captain
Prefton, that he had attacked the pettah of Thiagar, which ftands
on the plain, and after fome refiftance carried both the mud-walls 3
on which. the French  troops who defended it ran to the rock,
and faved themfelves in the fortifications above, which could only
be affaulted by furprize, or reduced by famine or bombardment : he

had already begun to throw fhells from two howitzers, and was wait-
o wg
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ing for mortars from Madrafs. ' Thefe advices-removed any farther
apprehenfions of fuccours getting into Pondicherry from  the land,

By the morning of the 1oth, the Hanover battery was compleated;
but before it apened, Colohel Caote, with feveral officers, advariced
from the Villenore redoubt, to reconnoitre the baftions. of the
town. As they were ftanding about 8o yards from the walls, a-
flag appeared approaching. Colonel Coote fent forward his aid-

de-camp lieutenant Duefpe, (not the officer we have mentioned

at Vandivafh) to receive his meffage or letters. T'wo other officers
accompanied ' Duefpe, and went on in the avenue leading from
the Villenore redoubt to the glacis, until they were challenged by
the centries, and ordered to retire; but not obeying, a fliet was
fired from a fix-pounder onr the Villenore gate, which mifled them,
but unfortunately ftruck and killed Duefpe, as he was talking to
the meflenger.  Colonel Coote fent to demand fatisfa@ion for the
outrage, {uppofling it unprovoked, = Mr. Lally confined the officers *
on duty at the gate, and the next day fent his aid-de-camp to explain
the mifchance, for which he exprefled much concern.

A few ‘hours after Duefpe was killed, the Hanover battery
opened with ten guns, fix were twenty-four, and four eighteen=
pounders, and with three mortars, two of thirteen and one of ten
inches, The fix guss on the left fired upon the weft face of the
N. w. baftion, and of the counter-guard before it, The two next
upon the next baftion on the left, which was fmall, and mounte
ed only three guns: it was called St. Jofeph. The two other
guns on the right battered the two projeting towers ftanding
on each fide of the Valdore gate, which had a good rayelin
in- front between them. The mortars fired varioufly. - The fife
of the cannon ceafed in three hours, but the mortars cotitinned
at intervals throughout the day. The garsifon returned very {pa-
ringly. The next day, the 11th, the battery, having been da=
maged by its own. ufe, fired lefs, and the town more, with the
addition of fhells from two mortars in the Valdore ravelin, which
faveral times: fell in and near the Hanover battery; which never-
thelefs opened again the next morning quite repaired, and with

great
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great vivacity ; but the ememy neither in this nor the preceding
night had given any repair to the N. w. baftion, and its counter-
guard ; which, in confequence of this negle®, had very little fire
to return, nor did much come from the baftion of St. Jofeph; ox
the works of the Valdore gate. Many deferters came over in thefe two
nights, and their accounts agreed of the difmal diftrefs of the gar-
rifon. The Englifh army, on the contrary, received the confirmation
of a report, that more forces from England (fent by the fame fpirit
as the others) were arrived at Anjengo, on the coaft of Malabar.
fix hundred men, the remainder of the highland regiment, had
embarked in the month of May in five of the company’s fhips and
two men of war of the line. Three of the company’s and one of
the men of® war arrived at Anjengo on the 15th of December, and
the others were daily expetted there.

The redoubt on the {pit of fand to the fouth was compleated by
* the night of the 12th, and the workmen and tools rec?lled, to ferve at
the opening of the trenches, for which all the materials were by this
time colle¢ted. 'The Hanover battery fired little through the 13th,
and received only a few thells. In the beginning of the_night, all
appointed for the trenclies were aflembled at the bleaching town.
They were 700 Europeans.draughted from the rank and file, 400

lafcars, the pioneer company of 7o Europeans, and 200" coolies:

there were likewife 400 oxen, with their drivers, one to three.
The ground was opened, under cover, juft within the fkirt of --fh-e-
bleaching town, in the part neareft the beach. Afte.r three fhort
returns, the trench was brought to the outfide of' the houfes,

and from hence puthed on obliquely in one ftreight line, until’

it pafled crofs the high road' leading from: the Madrafs gate, on the
other fide of which road, the intended 'battery was to be erected.
This oblique trench was 480 yards long, and 'from its' termination

was continued another of 280 yards, parallelito-the defénces of -

the town. Two thort trenches continued, one from each end

of this parallel, and fell in with the two ends of the-intended’
battery, which was to be conftrufted 4o yards in front; and the

parallel in the . rear was to be the flation of the main guard for
‘ the
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the fuppert of the battery, if attacked. ~All this work, compre-
hending 8oo yards, fheltered on:the left by gabions, fafcines, and
{and-bags, was executed by the European foldiery, divided 1nto com-~
panies, all working at the fame time according to the trace, on the
different ground allotted to each divifion ;. whilit the 400 lafcars,
and the 200 coolies, were.employed in bringing the materials, not
only to them, but-to .the battery, where the pionecers were
at work, as requiring more knowledge and exaétnefs ; who before
the morning had finithed fix embrafures in the battery s to which,
likewife, the .oxen had brought the cannon from the artillery-
park, which bad been formed near the fea-thore, juft without
the bound-hedge. It was fcarcely poffible for the fame number
of hands to have done more work in ‘the fame timé. Colonel’

.Coote, and the principal officers, pafled the night in the trenches,

and were accompanied by Mr. Pigot and Mr. Dupré. The town,
to their great {urprize, although blue lights often appeared on’
the walls, did not fire a fingle fhot to interrupt the work. Care
had been :taken to leffen -the ufual noife, by not. driving the
picquets «of the gabions into the carth with the-entrenching toolss
neverthelefs, fo many perfons continually bufy, the {found of the
carriages and oxen, and the: call of  their drivers could {carcely re-
main unheard ; as the battery was within 450 yards of the walls.
Juft before day-light all the workmen were withdrawn, and 100"
Europeans, with 3oo Sepoys, were pofted in the parallel, and ano-
ther party of the fame number in the cover of the village at the
tail of the trenches, in order to {upport the foremoft guard. The
embrafures that were finithed were left mafked; becaufe there had
not been time to lay down the platforms for the guns. Neverthe-

lefs, it was expected, that the garrifon would fire hotly the enfuing

day, were it only to damage the parapet of = the battery. -
They were doubtlefs aftonifhed at the work they faw done; but,

only fired now and then, and only fingle fhot ata time ; obferv-

ing which, the chief engineer fent carpenters, wholaid down the plat-
forms, without receiving any hurt. The Hanover battery fired
throughout the day, with all its artillery and redoubled vivacity,

which
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-which before night filenced all the guns againft which "it opened ;
on the N. W. baftion and its counter-guard, on St. Jofeph’s, on the
two dem.‘l-cbaﬁions, and on the ravelin of the Valdore gatc; ¢

At night the pioneers, with 300 Lafears, went to work again
at the royal battery; and the town, having well maiked the aim,
kept up a {mart fire of fhot, grape,-and mufketry, which
killed. or dangeroufly wounded 1z men in the battery. Several
thowers. of rain fell in the night, which gave apprehenfion that
the enemy ‘would f{ally ; but they refrained, and before day-light
the battery was compleated. It was called the royal, and contained
eleven twenty-four pounders, and on the left three heavy mortars. It
opened early in the morning, and, feconded by the crofs and enfilading
fire of theiHanover battery with 1o guns, foon filenced all the defences
which bore upon it ; excepting a gun or two on the baftion next the
beach. = Inativity joined neceflity in this unaccountable aban-
don of defence; which was fo great, that, what rarely happens
until all commanding works are entirely demolithed, men were fet,
and continued at'work throughout the day, along the whole line of
the trenches, fixing more fecurely the gabions, ramming down the
earth, and fmoothing the tops of the parapet, that the troops, if
fallied upon in the enfuing night, might fire over them with cer-
tainty and fafety. A party was draughted to begin, as foon as it
was dark, another battery of fix guns, 300 yards nearer to the
beach, and 150 nearer the walls : it was intended to deftroy the
flanks of the feveral baftions, which the royal battery could only
take in reverfe.

As the fun was fetting, Colonel Coote coming, as was his cuftom,
to fupervife the batteries, faw a flag advancing in the Villenore
avenue ; who, being challenged, announced the approach of a de-
putation. 'They came on foot, the town having neith-er horfes or
‘palankin bearers to carry them, and Colonel Coote received them at
his head-quarters at Oulgarry. ‘The deputies were Colonel. Durre,
commandant of the king’s artillery, father Lavaur, f:uperx'or of tl;le
Jefuits, Moracin and Courtin, members of the council, with Tobin

ferving as interpreter.
Nor. L. 4 7 Colonel
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Colonel Durre delivered 2 memorial figned by Mr. Lally of the
following purport: ¢ That the Englith had taken Chanderna-
“ gore againft the faith of the treaties of neutrality which had al-
“ ways f{ubfifted between the European nationsin Bengal, and ef-
¢¢ pecially between the Englith and French ; and thisat atime, when
¢ that fettlement had juft rendered the Englith the moft fignal fer-
“ vices, as well by refufing to join the Nabob Surajah Dowlah in
* the attack of Calcutta, as by receiving and fuccouring the inha-
“ bitants of this colony, after their defeat and. difperfion ; by
¢ which prote@ion they were enabled to- remain in the province, and

¢ by this continuance to recover their fettlements ; as Mr.-P—igot had

¢ acknowledged in a letter to the government of Pondicherry.—"
That ¢ the goverment of Madrafs had refufed to fulfil the con-
¢ ditions of a cartel concluded between the two crowns, although
¢ Mr. Pigot had at firft accepted the cartel, and commiffioners had
¢ been appointed on both fides to meet at Sadraf§, -in order to fettle
¢ amicably whatfoever difficulties might occur in the execution.”—
¢ This conduét of the Englith (Mr. Lally goes on) puts it out of
¢ his power, as refponfible to the court of France, to-prepofe any
¢ capitulation for the city of Pondicherry.”—¢ The troops of the
‘““king'and  company furrender themfelves, for want of provi-
¢ fions, prifoners of war to his Britannic Majetty, conformably
“to the terms of the cartel, which Mr. Lally claims for the
“ civil inhabitants and citizens, and for the exercife of the
*“ Roman religion, the religious houfes, hofpitals; chaplains, fur-
¢ geons, domefticks, &c. referring to the two courts to decide a
“ proportional reparation for the violations of treaties {o {olemnly ef-

- “¢ tablifhed.”—¢ In confequence, Mr. Coote may to-morrow morn-

(44

ing at eight o’clock take poffeffion of the Villenore-gate, and on
¢ the fame houp-the next day of the gates of the citadel (Fort Louis);
““ and as he hds the force in his own hands, he may dictate fuch far-
“ ther difpofitions as he may think proper.”—¢From a principle of
¢ juftice and humauity alone I demand (thefe are Mr. Lally’s words)
¢ that the mother and fifters of Rajahiaheb be permitted to feek an
“ afylum wherefoever they fhall think proper, or that they re-

¢ main
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“ main prifoners with the Englith, and be not delivered into the
¢¢ hands of Mahomed Ally Cawn, ftill tinged with the blood of the
¢ father and hufband, which lLie thed, to the thame indeed of thofe
““ who delivered up Chundafaheb to him, but to the thame likewife
““of the commander of the Englith army, who ought not to have fuf-
¢ fered fuch a barbarity to have been committed in his camp.”—
¢ Bemng himfelf confined by the cartel n the declaration which he
¢ js now making to Mr. Coote, Mr, Lally confents that the mem-
<t bers of the council of Pondicherry make their own reprefentations,
¢t on what may mote immediately concern their particular interefts,
¢ and thofe of the colony.” _
Father Lavaur and the ether deputies prefented another memo-
rial, draswn up by the governor and the council of Pondicherry,
containing the following requifitions. That no hurt fhould be
¢« done to the inhabitants; their houfes be preferved, their effects
¢ and mercantile goods left to their own difpofal : that all who
¢ chofe might remain in their habitations, and were to be con-
¢¢ fidered as Britith fubjeéts, and enjoy their former pofleffions and
¢« advantages. In their favour the Roman Catholic religion was
¢ to be maintained ; the churches, the lioufes of the ecclefiafiics,
<« and the religious orders, whether within or without t.he city., to be
« preferved with every thing belonging to them; the miffionaries free
“ to go and come, and receive under the Englifh ﬂag the fam(? pro-
<t te@ion as they had under the French.” ¢ No bmld{ngs or Cdl.i'!C.CS’,
« and no part of the fortifications, were to be demolifhed, un_tll the
« decifion of the refpe&ive fovereigns.” — ¢ The records in the
<« regifter-office, on which the fortunes of individuals depend, were
« to remain under the care of the prefent depofitaries, and be fent

¢ to France, at their difcretion.”—* Not only the '111}-1abltants who
« were French, but of whatfoever other nation- f:ﬁabhl'hed at Pon-
« dicherry for their commerce, were to participate of thefe con-
« ditions.’— ¢ The Creoles of Bourbon and M_auntms, of whom
<« the number, including five officers, are 41, having ferved only as

« volunteers, fhall have liberty to return home by the firft oppor-
AL2 : ¢ tunity.
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¢ tunity,”— ¢ Safeguards were to be furnifhed to prevent diforders.”
¢ And all thefe conditions were to be executed with good faith.”
Colonel Coote gave an anfwer ingwriting to Mr. Lally’s memorial,

fignifying, that ¢ the particulars of the capture of Chandernagore

¢« were before his Britannic Majefty, which precluded him  from
¢ entering into any difcuffion on this fubject, neither _could he admit
“¢ that it had any relation to the furrender of Pondicherry.” ¢ That
¢ the difpute which had arifen concerning the cartel remained as yet
¢¢ undecided, by which it was out of his power to confent that the
¢ troops in Pondicherry thould be deemed prifoners on the terms
< of that cartel ; but that they muft {urrender prifoners of war, to.
¢ be treated at his difcretion, which fhould not be deficient in hu-
¢ manity.” ¢ That the gates of the town and citadel fhould be
¢ taken pofleflion of by the Englith troops at the hours propofed by
¢¢ Mr. Lally.” ¢ That the mother and fifters of Rajahfaheb fhould
¢ be efcorted to Madrafs, where proper care thould be taken for:
¢¢ their fafety, and that they fhould not on any account be delivered
¢ into the hands of the Nabob Mahomedally.” = To the other de-.
puties Colonel Coote only faid, that their propofitions were anfwered
in his anfwer to Mr. Lally : they returned into the town at mid-
night. :

The next morning, it was the 1fth of January, the grenadiers.
of Coote’s regiment marched from the camp, and took pofleflion

of the Villenore gate. Colonel Coote dined with. Mr. Lally; who,

apprehenfive of tumult or diforders, confented that the citadel thould
be delivered up in the evening, that the foldiers might be put under
confinement before night. Accordingly more troops marched in from:
the camp ; and in the afternoon the garrifon drew up under arms on
the parade before the citadel, and the Englifh troops facing them ;.
Colonel Coote then reviewed the line, which, exclufive of commif-
fioned officers, invalids, and others who had hid themfelves, amount~
ed to 1100, all wearing the face of famine, fatigue, or difeafe. The
grenadiers of Lorrain and Lally, once the ableft bodied men in the
army, appeared the moft impaired, having conftantly put themfelves
forward to every fervice; and it was recolle&ed, that from their firfk

landing,
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landing, throughout all the fervices of the field, and all the diftrefles
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of the blockade, not a man of them had ever deferted to the Englith ~——

army. ‘The victor foldier gave his figh (which none but banditti

could refufe) to this folemn contemplation of the fate of war, which

might have been his own. The French troops, after they were.

reviewed, marched into the citadel, where they depofited their arms
in heaps, and were then conducted to their prifons.

The next. morning the Englith flag was hoifted in the town, and

its difplay was received by the falute of a thoufand pieces of cannon,
from every gun of every fhip in the road, in all the Englith pofts and
batteries, the field-artillery of the line, and on the ramparts and de-
fences of Pondicherry..

The furrender was inevitable, for at the fcanty rate of the
wretched provifionis, to which the garrifon had for fome time
been reduced,  there did not remain fufficient to fupply them two
days more. Neverthelefs the deteftation. againft Mr. Lally, if
pofiible, icreafed, as the fole author of the calamity, and, no longer
reftrained by his authority, broke out in the moft vindiétive exprefs
fions of menace and reproach. The third day after the furrender was
appoinfed' for his departure to Madrafs. In the forenoon of this
day a troop of officers, moftly of the French company’s battalion,
went up the fteps of the government houfe, towards his apart-

"ments, where they were met by his aid de camp, whom: they in-
fulted ; and. were difperfed by the guard, which came up on - the
quarrel.  This troop then affembled and waited below at the gate of
the citadel until one o’clock.. Mr. Lally did not move until the clofe
of the: day; his efcort was 15 Englith- hufiars, and four troopers of
Lie oeen guard . he came out in his.Palankin, and at the..g“.-ltc were
gathered a hundred perfons, moftly officers, with them. the coun-
{zllors Moracin and Courtin.. As foon as Mr. Lally appeared, a hue
was fet. up by the whole affembly, hiffes, pomting; threats, and
every abufive name; but the efcort prevented violence.. Mr. Dubois,
the King’s commiffary, who was to proceed with Mr. Lally, came
out of the fort an hour after, but on foot; the fame aflembly had

“continued on the parade, and fhowered the fame abufes. Dubois
s ' ftopt, .
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- papers were immediately taken pofleffion of by the regifter.
- known, that he had, ever fince his. arrival at Pondicherry, compofed
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ftopt, and faid he would anfwer any one. One Defer ftept out, they
drew, and: the fecond pafs laid Dubois 'dead, who' was 60 years of
age, fhort-fighted, and always wore {pectacles. . No one would affift
his {ervants to. remove and bury the corpfe; and his death, vio-
lent:and iniquitous -as it was, was treated as a meritorous agt : his

It was

protefts on the part of the King againft all the diforders and irregu-
larities which came to his knowledge in any of the departments of
the government, and the colle@ion was very voluminous ; but none
of his papers have ever appeared.

The total number of the European military taken in the town,
including fervices attached to the troops, was 2072 ; the civil inhabi-

«tants were 381 ; the artillery fit for fervice were 500 pieces of can-

noty, and 100 mortars and howits. The ammunition
and military ftores, were in equal abundance. _

On the 4th day after the furrender, M. Pigot demanded. of Co-
lonel Coote, that Pondicherry thould be delivered over to the Pre-
fidency of Madrafs, as having become the property of the. En glith Eaft

» arms, weapons,

- Andia Company. A council of war, compofed of the two admirals,

and four poft-captains of . the fquadron, Colonel Coote and three
Majors of the king’s troops, aflembled, to deliberate on this de-

-mand ; and required the authority on which it was made. Mr. Pigot
-infifted on the king’s patent, dated the 14th of J anuary 1

758, which

regulates the Company’s fhare and title to captures. The council

-of war deemed the patent incompetent to the pretenfion. Mr. Pigot,
.-as the fthorteft way, declared, that if Pondicherry wer
-the Prefidency of Madrafs would not furnifh mone

¢ not delivered,
y either for the

Aubfiftence of the King’s troops, or the French prifoners. ‘This con-
clufion barred all farther argument, for neither the Admiral

nor
L ]
the commander of the King’s troops, were authorized to draw

bills on the government in England for fuch a contingency. ‘The

-eouncil of war, therefore, fubmitted to the requifition, but protefted

againft the infult it conveyed againft the King’s prerogative, and

-declared the Prefidency refponfible for the confequences.

During
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During this difcuffion, Colonel Coote detached eight companies
of Sepoys, under the command of Captain Stephen Smith, to inveft
the forts of Gingee; and a convoy of military ftores were fent from
the camp to Major Prefton, who was continuing the blockade of
Thiagar. : '

The Nabob requefted and expected that the army, after the necef-
{ary repofe, would accompany him againft fuch chiefs and feudatories,

‘whom he wifhed or had pretenfions to call to account, either for con-
tempts of his authority, or for tributes unfettled, or withheld. He
had not forgiven the rebellion of his  half-brother Nazeabulla of
Nelore.. His indignation had never ceafed againft Mortizally, the
Kellidar of Velore, who, as well as the three greater Polygars to
the north, and of Arielore, and Woriorepollam to the fouth, were
fufpected of hidden treafures ; ftill more the greater and lefler Mora-
vars 3-and the king of Tanjore, wealthier than all, fcarcely con-
fidered the Nabob as his fuperior.

But the Prefidency had other attentions to regard ;. their treafury
and credit was exhaufted in the reduétion of Pondicherry ; the care
of 2500 French prifoners required ftrong guards and no little ex-
pence. Bengal was engaged in hoftilities, wanted troops, and could
fend no money. Bombay had extended its military concerns by the
acquifition of the caftle of Surat in the beginning of the year 1759,
which had induced the neceflity of other important attentions in that
part of the continent 3 and they were at this. time earneftly requeft-
ing the return of all the troops they had fent to Coromandel. The
fa&ory at Tellichery likewife advifed, that they inte.nded to ftop the
troops whiclr were juft arrived and expe&ted in the fhips from Eng-*
land, and waited only the orders of their fuperiors at Bombay to
attack the French fettlement at Mahe, in which fervice they requefted
what affiftance could be fpared from Coromandel. It was {till un-
certain what was become of the French fquadron; the. Eugl_ifh
fquadron wanted their marines, and were enjoined a fecret fervice
from England, in which Madrafs was to affift. :Thefe -vievys and
confiderations appeared to the Prefidency of more immediate impor-

tance than the indulgence of the triumphal notions which {welled
the

- -
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the mind of the Nabob, whofe joy at the reduétion, of Pondicherry,
although the arfenal which had forged all the anxieties of his r_li-ﬁ:,
was immediately imbittered by this interruption to the future con-

‘quefts he had fo near ‘at heart : and, unwilling to continue in the

Carnatic without the entire predominance of his authority, he retired
as it were in difguft with victory to Tritchinopoly, where he arrived
on the 15th of February. : :
Four hundred of the French prifoners were {fent'to Madrafs, and
the Highlanders, fix companies, with fome artillery-men, ' and four
companies of Sepoys, marched thither to reinforce the garrifon:; 200
were fent to Tritchinopoly under the efcort of 100 Europeans, 'and
fome Sepoys.  The reft 'of 'the prifoners remained in the dungcons
of Pondicherry, until they could 'be'otherwife difpofed of ; and 300
Europeans, 'including the pioneer company, and go artillery-men,
with the troop of European hotfe, ‘and four ‘companies of Sepoys;
were appointed to garrifon the town. The troops from Bombay,
being ‘120 of'the king’s artillery, and 190 common infantry, belong-
ing: to 'that prefidency, embarked in two fhips to réturn thither ; ‘the
marines were ‘reftored to the fquadron; the reft of the army went
into cantonments at'Cuddalore. ; :
The court of France had inftru&ed Mr. Lally to deftroy the ma-
ritime pofleffions of the Englith nation in India, which might fall
to theirarms. Thefe inftru&ions had been intercepted ; and, in con-
{equence of them, the court of Direftors of the Englith- Eaft-Tndia
Company had ordered ‘their Prefidencies to retaliate the fame
meafure on the French fettlements, whenever in their power.  Ac--

cordingly Mr. Pigot, with the approbation of the council of Madrafs,

refolved to demolith the fortifications of Pondicherry ; and as Mr,
Stevens fignified his intention to 'repair forthwith to Bombay, in
order to refit his fquadron, the demolition was commenced without
delay, lefta French armament fhould arrive during their abfence,
and recover the town, whilft the fortifications remained in'a condition
to afford any advantage in maintaining it. ' ' :
Mr. Stevens failed on the 23d of Feébruary, with all the fhips, cleven
of the line, and two frigates. They took away 400 of the prifoners
I in
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in Pondicherry, all of the regiments: of. Lorrain and: Lally, to ba
confined at Bombay, or fent to Europe as: opportunities ',ihould
offer. As Mr. Stevens intended to. aid. ; :
of 'Mahé, the Prefidency fent 50 of t
three rof their engineers in the {guadron.’

.~ Mahé is fituated four miles to the fouth of 'I’ellicher.ry. The fort

and town ftand not far from the beach of the fea, along the fouth
fide of a river, which admits fiall veflfels. Several hills rife near

the town, and on the two neareft on the fame fide of the river are

built two fmall forts, and a much larger, called St. George, on a hill
on the other fide.  The fettlement. prefides over all belonging to the
French company on this fide of the peninfula, excepting their faftory
at Surat. ‘Thefe dependencies are five forts to the north of Tellia

" cherry, and a fa&ory houfe at Calicut.

The five fhips from England had'landed the troops at Tellicherry

by the sth of January; but from the length of the paflage to and

" fro, the permiffion from Bombay ‘to attack Mahé did not arrive

before the beginning of February 5 and with it the prefidency fent
one of their cruizers, and a bomb-ketch to affift ; as none of the thips
had been detained. The delay had:given Mr. Louet, the governor
of Mahé, time to make treaties for afliftance with feveral of the neigh-
bouring chiefs of the country, with whom the fettlement had long
been: in commerce; and they promifed and fiwore to affift efficacioufly,
as againft a common enemy. The aid was much wanted, for the Eu-
ropean military, on whom the firefs of the defence was to reft, did
not exceed oo, and even they, from the general neceflity of the
French company’s affairs, had not received their pay for feveral
months, and mifled no opportunity of deferting. ‘The black troops
belonging to the company, were a thoufand. '

The troops at Tellicherry marched out and encamped on the 8th -

of February on the limits of Mahé. ‘Their numbers, for the garrifon
took the field, amounted to goo Europeans, and 700 natives; they
were commanded by major HeGor Munro, who determined to direct

his firft attack againft Fort St. George, ‘on ‘the hither fide of the’

river, '

Vor. II. 5 A All

» if neceffary, in the attack
he company’s artillery, and:
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. All the folicitations of Mr. Louet were of no avail, when his allies
faw the Englith troops taking the field, and were apprized of their
numbers ; they did not fend a man ; and before day-break the next
morning, he difpatched a letter to Mr. Hodges, the chief of Telli-
cherry, propofing terms of capitulation, on-which Major Munro was
ordered not to commence hoftilities. Agents fent to explain doubts
and objetions, continued going to and fro until the morning of
the 13th, when the capitulation was figned. It was agreed, that
all the European military fhould be tranfported at the expence
of the Englith, either to the ifland of Bourbon, or to Europe,
and when landed there, to be: free. The effects, artillery, and
military ftores, belonging to the French company, were to be
furrendered, but the effe@s and poffeflions of individuals were to be
preferved to them entire, without moleftation in the ufe. The free
exercife of the Roman religion was to be permitted as before the
furrender ; the priefts on no account were to be vexed, nor the
churches or religious edifices impaired. Fhe forts to the north-
ward of Tellicherry were to be given up on the fame conditions as
Mahé, and the factory at Calicut was to continue unmolefted under
the ufual neutrality of that town s ample honours of war were al=.
lowed to- the garrifon. Five hnndred men under the command of’
Major Peers marched into Mahé at noon 3 and foon after, the garrifon
were efcorted with their honours to Tellicherry. A detachment was:
then prepared under the command of Major Monro, to take in the
forts to the northward, which it was fufpe@ted might difpute the
terms of capitulation provided for them. The news of the furrender
of Mahé arrived at Madrafs on-the 3d of March..

Captain Stephen Smith, as foon as encamped. before- Gingee;
fummoned Macgregor, the commanding officer, who anfwered, that
if ‘he had brought one hundred thoufand men, the forts would not
be reduced in, three years. The troops encamped to the eaft op-
pofite to the outward pettah on the plain, which, although it
it had a mud wall, was-of much lefs defence than the inward town,
which ftands on higher ground, nearly in the center of the triangu-
lar valley, extending between the three mountains, The valley

is
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is enclofed on the three fides by a ftrong wall with towers of ftone

which have a ditch before them, excepting in fuch parts where the
rocks render it unneceflary; but the wall continues up the moun-
tains, and {urrounds the three forts, connecting them with each other.
Befides this exterior enclofure, the interior and’ higher defences run
double round the two forts to the eaft; and the great mountain to
the weft, which is the principal fortification, has four enclofures, one
b:low another towards the town in the valley, but of different {paces
and elevations ; and the higheft is a fteep rock in the north-weft
part of the third enclofure above the valley ; this far overtops all the
mountains, and in the fort on its fummit, although fmall, is a con-
tinual {pring of water. 'The extent of wall in’all the fortifications
meafures more than 12000 yards; to defend which the French had
only 150 Europeans, topafles, or coffrees, 6oo Sepoys, and rooo
natives of the adjoining hills, whom . they called colleries. But
they fuppofed the forts on the mountains to be impregnable, and that
the town below would not be attempted, becaufe, if taken, the troops
which were to maintain it, would be continually fubje& to the fire
of the defences above. _

The wall on the eaft fide of the valley extends 1200 yards from
the mountain of St. George on the right, to the Englith mountain
on the left, and nearly in the middle paffeth along the fide of a
heap of rocks on which the French had raifed a work, which they
-called the royal battery'; under which on the right towards the
mountain of St. George ftood a gateway oppofite to the outward
pettah in the plain : but the pettah extended only from this moun-
tain to the rocks of the battery.

Obfervation and deferters (of whom feveral came every day) ap-
prized Captain Smith of the ftate of the garrifon and defences, and
that the garrifon remained in perfet fecurity as well in the town
below, as in the forts above. . On  the night between the zd
and third of February, he marched from his camp with 600 Sepoys,
-in two divifions, of which the foremoft, 200, carried a fufficient
number of fealing ladders, and the others were to fupport when called
for. 'They left the north wall of the pettah on the left, but pafied

: 5A2 through
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; " .which extends between the royal battery and the Englith mountain, -

. They crofled the ditch, placed their ladders, arid got over the wallun«
~challenged : the object was now to get:pofleflion of the gate on the

AT
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,through the intervals of fome houfes, which adjoined to it arid-_.b_mugﬁt

‘them oppofite to:the middle-of that part of the wall of the va.]ley

other fideof the royal battery ; : but the rocks on which it ftood ex-

-tended ‘backwards to the firft houfes of the town, and it was necef~
fary te go through the firft ftrect leading acrofs, in order to: pafs be-
‘yond!the rear of: the rocks jand gain'an'avenue of trees, ‘which led

down to the gateway : they proceeded eveniquite through the ftreet
unperceiyed ;3 but, as they were coming down: the avenue, were chal-
lenged iand difcovered 'by. the ‘guard of the gateway, who fired;

'which alaimed the' other {tations in -the town, but with fo-much

confufion, that Captain Smith, gave no attention to it, but haftened
to’ the gateway,. fiom which -he difpérfed the «guard at the puth of

bayonet, and opening the gate let in the other divifion 6fi400 Sepoys,

who were halting not far off in the neareft fhelter, andiwith them
took pofleffion of the royal battery. It was mow threeiin: the morn-
ing, and Smith waited for day light to drive-the enemy out of
the town, who retired before; fome to St.) George’s, “othefs to
the Englith ‘mountain, but moft of theminto the enclofure next

the town towards the great mountain, where they continued firing
from the adjacent rampart throughout the'next day upon the guards
which were advanced and ftationed in the houfes of the town:;
and cannon from all the hills.continually plunged'down, wherefoever

they faw or fufpected any of the Englith troops ; but with little effet.
In the enfuing night the enemy’s troops, whohad retired to the fecond

enclofure, left it, and retreated to the higher 'defences of the great

mountain. ; 3 i
On intelligence of  this fuccefs ‘1000 more Sepoys were fent to
Smith, whoas the town was very unhealthy, continued more than
one half of his force in the encampment on' the plain. The defertion
continued, and amongft them came a very experienced Jemautdar
of the Sepoys, who profered to lead a ‘party by a path he knew to
{urprize the forts on St. George’s mountain: he was trufted, and
4 3 the
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the next night 200 Sepoys marched under his guidance. We
are not apprized of their track, but {fuppofe they proceeded from the
camp. and went up on the outfide of the mountain to the f{outh, to the
enclofure of the outward rock which is 8o feet higher than thofe be-
neath, They fixed their ladders, and got over. the wall before they
were difcovered, and feized 8 Europeans, but the reft of the guard
efcaped to the enclofures below ; where all continued very alert until
day-light; when an officer came down to capitulate, and demanded
‘very liberal terms 3 but captain Smith knowing that they were at any
time in his power, by fending more men up: to the rock above them,
refufed to accept the furrender, excepting at difcretion 3 to which
they confented. They were 42 Europeans, of whom fix were
_officers, and 7o' Sepoys. A large ‘ftock of provifions was found
in the forts of this mountain, by which it -was concluded, that thofe
in the twoothers were equally as well provided ; and no enquiry gave
hopes that - either of thefe fortrefles could be taken by furprize, and
fill lefs by open attack. It therefore remained to'try if time might
produce ‘the :{iiccefs which was not to be expefed either from force

or fortune.
"The fame day that the mountain of St. George furren dered to captain

Smith, the important fortrefs of Thiagar capitulated to Major Prefton,.

after a blockade and bombardment of 65 days, during which, above
40 Europeans had i deferted to him ' from the rock, 20 had been

killed or died, 25 lay wounded in the hofpital, and ‘114 rank and-

file, with twelve officers, were in a condition to march, fo that the
whole number of Europeans which had been (hut up wereu pwards of

200, with 300 Sepoys, and 100 Coffiees 3 they had provifions for

two months longer; and the water,
the fort, continued as ufual in plenty,
Neverthelefs, the commanding officet only ftipulated that the ‘gar-
sifon fhould receive the fame treatment as the troops taken in Pon--
dicherry 3 according to ‘which the officers were to be fent to Europe
upon parole, not to ferve again ‘during the prefent war, and the
Europeans of rank and file were to be treated at difcretion ; and they

were fent to be confined with thofe

and 'of a good 'quality.

which gave the principal value to.

already in  the prifons of
T ritchi--
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Tritchinopoly ; but the Sepoys and Coffrees being excellent were
taken into the Company’s fervice. )

In the mean time, the detachment from Tillecherry was profe-
cuting the reduttion of the dependencies of Mahe. The firft is
called Fort Delhi, fituated on the ftrand of a promontory called
Mount Delhi, which'is a remarkable head-land ten miles to the
north of Tellicherry; four miles further on is the mouth of the
river of Neliferum, which, defcending from the mountains to the eaft,
turns thort many miles above, and continues parallel to the beach
of the fea, from which it is no where a mile afunder; a mile and a
half up this river on the left hand, and on the mouth of -another,
ftands Ramatilly, which is a f{mall fort; on the fame fide, five
miles beyond, 1s the fort of Mattalavy, which ftands ftrong on
a rocky eminence: feven miles farther, on the wn. fide of the
mouth of another river, is the fort of Neleferum, which is much

larger; and fix miles up this river, to the eaft, and on its left fhore,

ftands the fifth fort, which is {mall, and called Veramaly. Fort
Delhi, Neliferum and Ramatilly were garrifoned by French troops,
but the government of Mahé had delivered up the other two in
pledge for debt to two chiefs of the country, who were determined
not to part with them until compenfated; and as they equally
commanded the rivers, which were the channels of traffick, the other
three would be of no fervice, if the two continued in hoftility. Delhi -
and Ramatilly f{urrendered on the firft fummons, but at 'Mattalavy
were aflembled a large body of Naires, whofe bravery is always def~
perate. The two fhips from Pondicherry, which were carrying back
the Bombay troops, were at this time working up the coalt of Ma-
labar, and had pafled beyond the river of Neliferum; and Major Mon-
ro, finding more refiftance than he expecteed in his expedition, fent
after them for artillery-men and cannon, which came, and two
batteries were erefted againft Mattalavy : but the fettlement of
Tellicherry had in the mean time been negotiating with the two
chiefs who were in pofleffion eof Matalavy and Verarnally, who
confented to furrender them on condition of receiving an annual
fine, which for both amounted to 3000 rupees. As foon as thefe

forts
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“forts were.dclivered, the French garrifon at Neliferum, which did not:

exceed 20 Europeans, fubmitted without refiftance.
On the sth of April, Captain Stephen Smith received a propofal

from Captain Macgregor, who commanded in the great mountain of. -

Gingee, that he would capitulate, if his garrifon were allowed the
honours of war, the rank and file to- be fent to Europe by the firft
opportunity as. prifoners liable to exchange, but the officers per-
mitted to retire, with their-arms, baggage and effc&ts, to any of the

neutral fettlements on the coaft, where they were to be fubfifted ac--
cording to their ranks at the expence of.the Englith company, who .
were likewife to defray their paffage to Europe. Three hundred of the
Englith Sepoys had already died in the town, and in the mountain of
St. George, from the peculiar inclemency of the air, which has always

been deemed: the moft unhealthy in the Carnatic, infomuch that the

French, who never until lately kept-more than 100 Europeans here, -
had loft 1200 in the ten years.during which it had been in their pof- -
{effion.. Captain Smith, therefore, very readily accepted the terms,
and in the afternoon the garrifons marched out.of the two mountains. .
"They were 12 officers, and,1o0.rank and file, Europeans, coffrees,.
and topafies, and 40 lafcars for the artillery, which were 30 pieces-
of cannon and fome mortars. A pafiport and fafeguard was allowed
to a moor of diftin&ion, who had long refidedin the great mountain. .

T'his day terminated the 1011gconteﬁed hoftilities between. the two

rival European powers in Coromandel, and left not a fingle enfign-
. of the French nation avowed by the authority of its government in -

any part of India ; for the troops which had. gone away to Myfore,
were hereafter to be regarded as a band of military adventurers feek-
ing fortune and fubfiftence, In Bengal they had not a fingle agent
or reprefentative, and their fa&ories at Surat and Calicut were meer
trading houfes on {ufferance. Thus after a war of- 15 years, which

commenced with the expedition of Delabourdonnais againft Madrafs .-

in 1746, and had continued from: that time with fearcely the in-

termiflion of one year, was retaliated the fame meafure of extirpation, .
which had been intended, and invariably purfued, by the French .
councils againft the Englith commerce and power: for fuch, as is .

avowed -
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avowed' in-the French memoirs on the events we have related, was
the obje& of Delabourdonnais’ expedition, of the whole government
and ambition of Dupleix, and'of/the great armament of naval and
land forces, which accompanied Mr. Lally to India, who conftantly
declared, that he had but one point, which was, not' to leave an
Englithman-in thc'peninful’a To retard’as much as poflible the
facility of their re-eftablithment in Coromandel, if reftorations fhould.
be made at the conclufion of a general peace, M Pigot laid a repre-
{entation before the council of Madrafs, which determined them to
deftroy all the interior buildings, as well as the fortifications of Pon~
dicherry, of which the demolition was by this time nearly completed +
and in a few months more; not a roof was left ftanding in this once.
fair andflourithing city.

For two years before, the fortune of France had been declining in
every other part of the world ; they hadloft theirfettlementson the coaft
of Africa, half their weft india iflands, the whole region of Canada;
their naval force was utterly ruined, and their armies were firuggling
under defeats in Germany. The lofs of India, as a laft hope, excited
the public indignation more than any of the former difafters, which
was {o far from producingany reconciliationamongfttheamenable, that -
it only fharpened their vengeance againft each other. Mr. Lally, on his
arrival, formally accufed Mr. De Leyrit, Mr. Bufly, Mr. Moracin and
Courtin, of having wilfully confpired the ruin of the French affairs
from their averfion to himfelf, as appointed by the King to invefti-
gate and correct the abufes of the government of Ppndicherry. Of
200 perfons who were either arrived or returning from hence,
not more than zo were in habits or connections with Mr. Lally ; all
the others, revolted by the excefles of his temper, or the feverity of
his authority, bore him either fecret grudge, or avowed hatred ;
all thefe became voluntary partizans with Mr. De Leyrit and the
council, whofe refolutions were condued at Paris, as they had
been at Pondicherry, by the jefuit Lavaur. Their firft ﬁep in
public was to prefent a manifeft to the comptroller-general, " in
exculpatmn of - themfelves, and accufing Mr, Lally of mifcondu&
under nine different heads, which, as they faid, proved more than

incapacity ;
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incapacity ; and in Auguft 1762, they petitioned the King to vindi-
cate themfelves juridically from the accufations of Mr. Lally; who
fome months after was confined in the Baftile. ' In June 1763,
father Lavaur died; this jefuit had compofed in India two me-
moirs, the one a juftification and panegyrick, the other a defama-
tory impeachment of every part of Mr. Lally’s conduét. Argu-
ments taken from this piece were occafionally fupplied to pro-
pagate the public antipathy, ‘but it had never been authentically
publifhed. As Lavaur was rated as an evidence, his papers were
taken pofleflion of by the officers of juftice, and amongft them this
libel was found. Lavaur, as if rained by the lofs of Pondicherry,
had petitioned' the goverhment for a finall ‘penfion’ of fubfiftence;
and it was difcovered that he died pofieffed of 166,000 pounds in
gold, diamonds, and bills of ‘¢xchange.  This hypocrify, with
the frauds of another jefuit, who' managed the weftern miffions, con=
duced not a little to the expulfioh of the order ; but full attention
was gi\;en to the memoir of Lavaur, and from - its 'doé‘t:‘mei}ts the
attorney general inferted the charge of high treafony which deprived
Mr. Lally of the afliftance of counfel. After he had been con-
fined 18 months, the deponents ‘in ‘the procefs were brought
before him, and he pérmitted to interrogate them before the e
corder. The number of fads depofed againft him amounted to'one
hundred and fixty, for évery violent or unguarded exprefiion during
the courfe of his government and ill fuccefs svas admitted. The
number of witnefles muft likewife have been many, for Mr. Tally
-oppofed ftrong _r¢:prb‘f1chés"-jtif‘ incompetency to thirty-four of them,
The recorder was the fime, who ‘hédj"'giv'éﬁ'the moft fanguindry
judgmbnt_'.ew;er: pfohé;’_iﬁ"déﬁ in Franice dgaitift 2 youtig man of farnily’;
and Mr. Lally, ‘with his ufial mdifcretion and ‘interiperance, dggra-

vated the feverity of his chara&er, ‘by treating him with haugh-

tinefs and contempt during the difchatge of 'his office. - Eighteen
mdnthsﬂfaéﬁéd in the confrontation and interrogatories, when ‘the
final decifion was to be made by the wholé' ‘parliament o‘f: Paris,
which is compofed of 120 members. It miuft be left to conjecture,
how many of them went regularly through the immenfe volume
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of records from which- they were to form their judgement, and how
few perfevered in comparmg and combining this multitude of de--
pofitions with. one. another, -in afubjedt {6 new to them, whether-
as military operations by land and fea; or-as-tranfa&ions in a ftrange’
land, of which they. were now tolearn the cuftoms, manners, cli-
mate,. and geography. Neverthelefs with, due attention, much of"
this kuowledge, and of the caufe itfelf, might be acquired from the
mémoirs publithed not long before the decifion, by. Mr. D’Aché,
Soupires, Bufly, and of Mr.. Deleyrit, who was dead, but.pub-
lifhed by his heirs; with feveral others of leffer note.and i umportance ;-
and. from the more copious juftifications of Mr. Lally, written
by himfelf; with the fame unconguered {pirit of inve@ive againft
his -énemies;  as had brought on him the combination of accu- -
fations, on which. the jurifprudence of his country was:now to -
pronounce. - But none of ‘thefe publications alledged, nor did any
evidence: affert any. fa&, to warrant the fentence of his judges,
who  muft therefore, have been led by the. report of the recorder
to condemn| him; to be beheaded, as duly attainted andcon- -
victed of having betrayed the interefts of the King, the ﬁate, and
the Eaft India company ;. of abufe of authority, vexations, and ex--
a&ions, upon the fubje@s of the King, and ftrangers refident in Pon-
dlcherry Before the fentence was made known, he had been divefted
in: the prefence of the court of his military orders, and, declared de—
graded of his military rank, in:confequence of which he was removed
from the Baftile, as a more honourable confinement, to the common
prifon of criminals. . Here in the mommg of the gth of May, 1 766‘
his fentence was read to him ; he threw up his. hands to heaven, and
exclaimed, Is this the reward of 45 years fer\uce and" fuatchmg a pair
of compafies, which lay with maps on his table, ffruck it to his

‘breaft, but it did not pierce to his heart; he then gave loofe to every

execration againft his judges and accufers. His {caffold was pre-
pared, and his execution appointed for the fame afternoon : to pre-
vent hun from fpeakmg to the fpeQators, a large gag was put into
his mouth before he was taken outof pnfon, when he was carried
in a common cart, and beheaded on the Greve. He perifhed in the

-65th year of his age.

If
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“IF “abufe of authority, veéxations, and exaiofis, ate not capml
in the jurifprudence of France, they ought not to have been in-
ferted, as efficacious, in the fentence of death. The betraying of
mtereﬁs required that the intention of ruining them fhould be
proved 'by inconteftable fads; but Mr. Lally neither gave in-
telligence to' the Englifh, of which they could take advantage,
nor led or commanded his troops to fervices of deftrucion
without the probability of advantage from their efforts, nor re-
ceived bribes to influence the general plan of his condu&. The
inve&ive of his declaration to Colonel Coote; when offering to
furrender, ‘fhews how little favour he expected from the Englith
government; and he had perfonally offended Mr. Pigot.in his cor-
refpondence. Neverthelefs; the imputation of having fold Pondi-
cherry, opened the cry againft him in France. Mr. D’Eftaign and
‘Crillon depnfcd honourably of him. Nor was the {entence of his
judges unanimous. Mr. Siguier, admired for his eloguence, and
Mr. Pellot, for his application and the clearnefs of his underftanding,
declaljed their convition of his innocence ; another of his judges ac-
knowledged, that he was not condemned-on any particular fa&, but
on the whole together. . Mr. Voltaire, who had well confidered the
caufe, has not fcrupled to call his death.a murdel committed with
the {fword of juftice.

Mr. Lally conftantly claimed the right of having his military
<ondué tried by a board of general officers. = They would have feen
this errors with difcernment, and weighed them with impartiality.
That the recall of Mr. Buffy from Salabadjing, and the fubflituting
the infufficient abilities of Mr. Conflans, produced the lofs of Ma-
fulipatam and the northern provinces. - That the fiege of Madrafs
was wrong in the intention, and equally defedtive in the exccution ;
‘but that Mr. Lally expected mo: abler refiftance here than he had
“met at Fort St. David. That the feparation of the army, by.the large
detachment fent to Seringham, which enabled the Englifh to ex-
_tend their barrier to the fouth ‘of the Paliar by the acquifition of
Vandivath and Calangoly, was- contrary to the found principles of

war; but that ‘the ‘ motive wasy ‘the hope:of relieving the want of
' s B2 money,
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money, and the diftre(s for provifions: -’{Ehgi;_ thelattenpt to; retake
Vandivath, reduced Mr. Lally toithe neceflity of receiving battle,
which as'the Englith were fecking, he ought to have avoided ;
but that he hiad reafon to expeét greater induftey, and {pirit in the
artillery, officers, and engineers, who might have breached the place
in half the time, Whether, after'this battle, Pondicherry might have
been better ftored, or whether the: provifions colleéted were: injudi=
cioufly difpofed of, would, after all witnefles, have remained a decifion
of doubt. , _ i

The troops which arrived with Colonel Coote.ih November 1759,
with his immediate a&i‘vity in'the redu&ion of Vandivath and Caran-~
goly, brought the war nearly to ati equality; which juftified him in -
rifquing the battle for the relief of Vandivafh, although he fought
it with the inexplicit difapprobation of the prefidency in his pocket;
but his difpofitions’had fecured refources againft mifchance:,  Before
this important ‘{uccefs, the views of 'no one had extended to the re-
du&ion of Pondicherry : but inftantly after, all were imprefled with
the firmeft perfuafion of this termination of the swar. This fortu-
nate confidence led to the moft vigorous counfels., Nothing, it was

reafoned,'if all advantages are taken, can fave Pondigherry, except- -

ing the atrival of their fquadron in force fufficient to cope with the -
Englith; or the lucky introduction of troops and money by divi-
fions of their fhips, if the whole do not venture: whatfoever is
gained in the mean time will require fo much effort to recover,
thould the enemy be reinforced; and if they are not, will be {fo much
accomplifhed towards the: ultimate obje&. ‘The enterprizing fa-
gacity of Colonel Coote loft no time in difcovering and taking every
advantage. The prefidency feconded his operations by the expedition
to Karical, and in {upplies to the field ; the garrifon of. T'ritchinopoly
by their a&ivity ; the detachment to the weftward by its vigilance ;
the army by their zeal on all occafions. Colonel Coote, by conftantly
expofing his own perfon with the Sepoys, had brought them to fuf-
tain dangerous fervices, from which the Europeans were preferved.
By this occonomy, and the reinforcements from England and Bombay,
it the armament fo much announced had arrived, and landed a

4 : . greater
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greater force than France had ever before fent to India, the 1761.
Englith on the day of the furrender of Pondicherry, were in a %=
condition to have given them battle, if they had chofen it, under q

their very walls.
Colonel Coote embarked on the 13th of March, leaving his regi-

ment to follow; and with him, our narrative returns to the affairs of
Bengal.

Enp of the THIRTEENTH Boox,
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THofe marked with an afterifk, are errors or over-fights of the Author.

SECTION. HE FIRST

. Page, Live.

3

7
&
15
37
57
59
98
101

107

142
151

166 -

*190
210
218

*23[

¥245

*248

*249

313
315
316

322
*332

337
#3582

256
284 .

3
29
12
26
16
18

)
29
ult

24.

4
9

6

27

14 o
32"

12

31

4 J
 for eaftward, read weftward, .

11

23 . fo

ir
3
26
1
=
3K
2
29
13
17
2
26

for Sagor: read Sagore.

dele one m m Mahominedan. .
Jfor Emperar, read Emperor.
before government, infert the; -
Jor Behar, read Berar.
foreven; read ever..

after more put a comma. -

ele one of the ats.

for Decan, read Duan."
before happened, infert had.
for hapened, read happenad,.:

. before mounted, infert were, .

 for Lattee, read Latty,
before his, infert by.
for Bahar, read Bhar.
or Mahomet, read Mahomed. -
for- fa&oty, read falkory.
for fix, read ten.
for Timary, read Timery,
or weftern, read caftern,

or N. W. read N.

before brambles, inflead of thick,.read firong, .
for Behar, read Bahar.

idem. idem.

after Nabob infert a comma.

- dele the, the laft word in the line.

Jfor Mattaver, read Matlavar, -

idem, idem. .

after came, infert a cOMma.

after enemy for: put ; i 6Vl
for all at equal diftance, read as the line admitted,
Jor Arcelore, read Arielore,

Jfor proceed read zeturn,

SECTION
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Thofe marked with an afterifk, are errors or over.-ﬁg'h'ts of the Author,

SECTION THE SECOND,

Page, Line.
%307 3 for Rangarow, read Kiftnarow.
%309 2 jfor Chinglapet, read that place.
400 18 dele of thofe.
%401 19 for Sidapte. read Sidapet, and put after it 3
%409 6 for right, read left,
«424 13 for Gopaulharry, read Gopaulrow; he went by both names
w— 14 idem. idem.
— 22 for Trivalore, read Tripaflore.
430 28 dele comma after fecing.
«4306 21 for pallifado, read pallifade.
42? 18 jfor Achempettah, read Aimapettah.
468 25 dele the comma after Tinivelly,
469 30 dele the comma after diftrifls,
475 29 for diftance read defiftance.
494 g dele the comma after Paliar,
— for with; read without, > _
*408 4 for Tri Permadore, read Stree Permadore ; ‘though both, prevails
502 10 jfor Abdulwahad, read Abdulwahab.
¥s12 28 for 56, read s0.
527 8 before which, infert on.
%540 3 for left, read right.
%562 ' 4 for eaftern, read weftern.
564 2Q before vecovered, infert who.
584 3 after fide, put a comma.
§93 7 Jfor ramparts, read ramps,
¥6o1 a2r for left, read pofted.
bog g for requiting, read requeftings
621 21 for lain, read laid.
626 5 for Villaperum, read Villaparum,
634 28 after ifland, inflead of 5 put ;
641 ult. for arival, read arrival.
645 penult. for Quglaree, read Oulgarry.
*660 6 jfor 1400, read 1100.
*662 24 for error, read miftake.
674 4 after of, infert the.
#— 18 for calt, read north.
%682 2 for attack, read divifion.
691 18 for 14th read 4th,
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DirectioNs for the placing and reference of the Maes,
SEcTioN THE FIRrsT.

The Countries of Indoftan, Eaft of ‘Delhi, by Major James Rennell, Page 1.
Plan of Calcutta, 1756, Page 61.

Calcutta asin 1756, Page 71.

Bengal and Bahar, Page 119.

Territory of Caleutra, 1757, Page 134.

The Countries of Coromandel, from the Coleroon to Cape Comorin, Page 105+
Trinomalee, Page 247, .

Thiagar, Page 248.

Flevarion of a Polygar’s Fort, in the northern provinces, Page 255.
Vizagapatamy in 1758, Page 261,

Fort Sr. Dayvid, with the French attack 1758, Page 307.

Tanjore;, reduced from an exack furvey, Page 323.

View of Tanjore, FPage 329..

SECTION THE SECOND. .

The Carnatic, from the Penar to the Coleroon, with the Weftern Moun-
tains, and Part of Myfore, Page 367. -

Madrafs, part of the Black Town, and the adjacent ground to the s. and w.
with the French attack, from Dec. 12, 1758, to Feb. 17, 1759, Page 385.
Plan of the fronts of Fore St. George; attacked by Mr. Lally, from the 14th

of Dec. 1758, to the 16th of Feb. 1759, with part. of the Black Town,
Page 460.
Palam Cotah, near Tinivelly, Page 467. -
Mafulipatam, Page 480.
Valdore and Vandivath, to face Page 5173 but Valdore refers to 627.
Carangoly, Page 545

Chittapet, Page 591.
Arcot Fort and Chilambarum, to face 593 ; but Chilambarum refers to Page 630.

View of the Forts on the hills of Veloor, Page 603.
Permacoil, Page 606.
Karical, Page 617.

Pondicherry, Page 645.
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