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T H O U G H  the Author o f this volume de­
rives by far the greatefl: part o f his facts from 
Eaftern writers, he has not overlooked the inter­
rupted glimpfes of the tranfactions in the Mogul 
empire, preferved by intelligent Europeans, who 
travelled, the laft century, into India. He relies 
upon their authority with regard to what they had 

feen. He prefers the accounts of domeftic writers, 
to what they only heard. He draws his informa­
tion chiefly from the following authors ; and the 
originals are, at this moment, in his hands.

I. M i r a t  u l  W a r t d a t  ; or, The M i r r o r  or 
O c c u r r e n c e s , written by M ahom m ed  S h u f - 
f i a  o f Delhi. He undertook the work at the 
requeft of Byram Chan, in the reign o f M a­
hommed Shaw. He profeffes his book to be a 
continuation of the work of Ferilhta; and it 
contains a compendious hiflory of the Mogul 
Empire, from the death o f Akbar, to the in- 
vafion of Nadir Shaw.

II. J e h a n g ir e  N a m m a ; or, T he H is t o r y  of 
t h e  E m peror  J e h a n g i r e . By M a t i m i d  
C h a n  of Delhi.

Ill* S haw  J eh a n  N a m m a  ; or, T h e  H i s t o r y  
o f t h e  E m pero r  S h a w  J e h a n . By M i r z a  
C a s im , the fon of M i r z a  A m in , private fe- 
V o l . III. b cretary
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cretary to Aurungzebe. Our Author fuceeeded 
his father in that office.

IV . R ose N a m m a ; or, A  Journal o f the firft 
Ten Years of Aurungzebe. B y  the fame 
W riter.

V . A l l u m g u e  N a m m a ; or, T h e  H i s t o r y  of 

A l l u m g i r e  or A u r u n g z e b e . B y  the fame. 
This work is little more than an abridgment o f 
the above.

V I. M i r a t  A l l u m  ; or, T h e  M i r r o r  of t h e  
W o r l d . B y  N a z i r  B u c h t a r  C h a n , a 
man of letters, who led a private life near Fe- 
ridabad, within a few miles of Agra. This

' - work contains the hiftory o f the firfi Ten Years
o f Aurungzebe.
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D I S S E R T A T I O N

C O N C E R N I N G  T H E

O R IG IN  A N D  N A T U R E  o f  DESPO TISM

■ I  N

H I  N  D  0S T A N .

G O VERN M EN T derives its form from acci- The di- 
dent ; its fpirit and genius from the inherent man - 
ners of the people. The languor occafioned by dia. 
the hot climate of India, inclines - the natives to 
indolence and eafe ; and he thinks the evils o f 
defpotifm lefs fevere than the labour of being free. 
Tranquillity is the chief obje& of his defires. His 
happinefs confilfs in a mere abfence of rnifery ; 
and oppreffion muff degenerate into a folly, which 
defeats its own ends before he calls it by the name 
of injuftice. Thefe phlegmatic fentiments the In­
dian carries into his future date. He thinks it a 
mode of being, in which paffion is loft, and eve­
ry faculty of the foul fufpended, except the con- 
fcioufnefs of exiftence.

Other motives of paftive obedience join ifTue favourable 
with the love of eafe. The fun, which enervates 
his body, produces for him, in a manner fponta- 
neoufly,. the various fruits of the earth. He 

V o l . III. B  finds



finds fubfiftence without much toil ; he requires 
little covering but the ihade. The chill blaft of 
winter is unknown ; the feafons are only marked 
by an arbitrary number of nights and days. Pro­
perty being in fome meafure unneceffary, be­
comes of little value ; and men fubmit, without 
refiftance, to violations of right, w'hich may hurt 
but cannot deftioy them. Their religious infti- 
tutions incline them to peace and fubmiffion. The 
vulgar five with the aufterity of philofophers, as 
well as with the abftinence of devotees. Averfe 
themfelves to the commiffion of crimes, they re- 
fent no injuries from others ; and their low diet 
cools their temper to a degree which paffion can­
not inflame.

En courage I h e fertility of the foil, which in other king- 
conqueft. doms conftitutes the great profperity of the na- 

tives, was a fource o f misfortune to the Indians.
• Notwithftanding their abftinence and indolence, 
they were in fome degree induftrious, and, in want 

• of but few things themfelves, their own arts, and 
the natural productions of their country, rendered 
them opulent. Wealth accumulated, in the pro- 
grefs of time, upon their hands ; and they became 
objefls of depredation to the fierce nations of the 
northern Afia. J he facility of incurfion, among 
a peaceable and harmlefs race of men, encourag­
ed conqueft. The vidtors, inftead of carrying 
the fpoil into their native country, fat down 
where it had been found ; and added the mini- 
firation of the conquered to the other enjoyments 
of wealth.

a - Atia, the feat o f the greateft empires, has 
feat of been always the nurfe o f the mod ahjedt flaves. 
fUvery. The mountains o f Perfia have not been able to 

flop the progrefs o f the tide .of defpotifm ; nei­
ther has it been irozen in its courfe through the 
plains of the northern Tartary, by thg chill air



of the North. But though defpotifm governs 
Aha, it appears in different countries under vari­
ous forms. The Arabs o f the defert alone pof- 
fefs liberty, on account o f the if erility of their 
foil. Independent of revolution and change, 
they fee, with unconcern, empires falling arid 
rifirig around. They remain unconquered by 
arms, by luxury, by corruption; they alter not their 
language, they adhere to their cuiloms and man­
ners, they retain their drefs. Their whole property 
confifts of flocks and herds, of their tents and arms.
They annually make a fmall and voluntary pre- 
fent to the chief of their blood. They revolt 
againft oppreffion ; and they are free by neceffity, 
which they miftake for choice, When men are 
obliged to wander for fubfiftence, defpotifm 
knows not where to find its flaves.

The Tartar, though a wanderer like the Arab, Nature of 
was never equally free. A  violent ariftocracy al- ‘CiA1 
ways prevailed in the country of the former, ex­
cept in a few fhort periods, when the fortune o f 
one eftablifhed a tranfient defpotifm over the 
whole. There man is armed againft man, chief 
againft chief, and tribe againft tribe. War is no 
longer a particular profeffion, but the conftant 
occupation of all. Men are more afraid of men 
in the folitudes of Tartary, than of beafts o f 
prey. The traveller moves with great circum- 
fpeCtion, and hears an enemy in every bl'aft o f 
wind. When he fees a tradft in the fand, he 
crofles it, and begins to draw hisfword. Though 
the barrennefs of the country has prevented the 
growth or introduction o f luxury, avarice prevails; 
and he that has the leaft to lofe is the moft inde­
pendent, where lifd is invariably rifqued for a tri­
fling fpoil. Robbery acquires the more honour­
able name of Conqueft ; and the affaflin is dig­
nified with the title of Warrior.

B 2 In



arifloAfgan the mountains which feparate Perfia froni 
cracics. India, the nature and face of the country have 

formed a different fpecies of fociety. Every val­
ley contains a community fubjedt to a prince, 
whofe defpotifm is tempered, by an idea eflablifb- 
ed among his people, that he is the chief o f their 
blood, as well as their fovereign. They obey 
him without reluctance, as they derive credit to 
their family from his greatnefs. They attend him • 
in his wars, with' the attachment which children 
have for a parent; and his government, though 
fevere, ■ partakes more o f the rigid difcipline of a 
general, than of the caprice of a defpot. Rude 
as the face of their country, and fierce and wild 
as the ftorms which cover their mountains, they 
love incurfion and depredation, and delight in 
plunder and in battle. United firmly to their 
friends in war, to their enemies faithlefs and cruel. 
They place juftice in force, and conceal treachery 
under the name of addrefs. Such are the Afgans 
or Pa-tans, who conquered India, and held it for 
ages.

of'tfe Pa- defpotifm which the Patans eftablifhed in
tans diffe- their conquefts, partook of the violence of their 
fcut national character at home. Their government 

was opprefiive through pride, and tyrannical 
from paffion rather than from avarice. Reinforc­
ed by fucceffive migrations from the mountains 
of Afganiflan, thev retained their native fpirit in 
the raidft of the luxuries of India. When the 
monarch became voluptuous and degenerate, 
tney fupplied his place with fome hardy chieftain 
from the north, who communicated his own vi­
gour to the great machine of the date. The em­
pire was fupported by a fucceffion c f  abilities, 
lather tnan by a hereditary fucceffion of princes ; 
au i it was the countrymen, and not the pofteritv



o f the firft conquerors, who continued the dor 
minion of the Patans over India.

The conqueft of India by the family of Timur, O m  that 

proceeded from the abilities of one man, and Mo^is. 
not from the effort of a nation. Baber hitnfelf 
was a ftranger in the country in which he reigned, 
before he penetrated beyond the Indus. His 
troops confided of foldiers of fortune, from 
various countries; his officers were men who 
owed their rank to merit, not to fucceffion. The 
religion of Mahommed, which they in common, 
profeffed, and their obedience to one leader, 
were the only ties which united the conquerors 
•upon their arrival and they were foon diffipated 
in the extenfive dominions which their arms 
fubdued. The cbarader of the prince went down 
on the current of government; and the mild 
difpofition of his fucceffors contributed to con­
firm the humane defpotifm which he had intro­
duced into his conquefts.

A  continued influx o f ftrangers from the Caufe of 
northern Afia, became neceffary for the fupport ,̂,f* 
o f princes who profeffed a different faith with 
their fubjeds, in the vaft empire of India. The 
army was recruited with foldiers from different 
nations; the court was occupied by nobles from 
various kingdoms. The latter were followers o f 
the Mahommedan religion. In the regulations 
and fpirit of the Coran, they loft their primary 
and charaderiftical ideas upon government; and 
the whole fyftem was formed and enlivened by the 
limited principles which Mahommed promulgated 
in the defarts of Arabia.

The faith of Mahommed is peculiarly calculat-fi0m t!leir 
ed for defpotifm; and it is one of the greateft religion, 
caufes which mull fix for ever the duration o f 
that Ipecies of government in the Baft. The Ie- 
giilator furnilhes a proof o f this pofition in his

o ,v



own condufi'. He derived his fuccefs from the 
fwoid, more than from his eloquence and addrefs. 
The tyranny he eft'ablifhed was of the moll: ex- 
tenfive kind, He enflaved the mind as well as 
the body. The abrupt argument of the fword 
brought conviction, when perfuafion and delufion 
failed. He effected a revolution and change in 
the human mind, as well as in ftates and empires ; 
and the ambitious will continue to fupport a fyf- . 
tern which lays its foundation on the paffive obe­
dience of thofe whom Fortune has once placed 
beneath their power.

r e 'p o t i fm  "f he unlimited power which Mahommedanifm
gives to every man in his own family, habituates 
mankind toflavery. Every child is taught, from 
bis infancy, to look upon his father as the abfplute 
difpofer of life and death. The number of wives 
-and concubines which the more wealthy and pow­
erful entertain, is a caufe of animofity and quar­
rel, which nothing but a fevere and unaccountable 
power in the -matter of a family can Teprefs. 
This private fpecies o f defpotifm is, in miniature, 
the counter-part of what prevails in the (late ; 
and it has the fame efFeft, in reducing all the paf- 
fions under the dominion of fear. Jealoufy itfelf, 
that molt violent o f the feelings of the foul, is 
curbed within the walls of the haram. The wo­
men may pine in fecret, but they mu ft clothe 
their features with cheerfulnefs when their lord 
appears. Contumacy is produ&ive of immediate 
punifhment. They are degraded, divorced, chaf- 
tiftd, and even fometimes put to death, accord­
ing to the degree o f their crime or obftinacy, or 
the wrath of the offended hufband. No enquiry 
is made concerning their fate. Their friends may 
murmur ; but the laws provide no redrels ; for 
no appeals to public juftice ifltie forth from the 
haram.

Young



Young men, with their minds#moulded to fub- 
jedion, become themfelves readers of families in mifes> 
the courfe of time. Their power being confined 
within their own walls, they exercite, in private, 
that defpotifm which they in public dread. But 
though they are freed from domeftic tyranny, they 
ftill continue Haves. Governors, magiffrates, and 
inferior officers, inverted with the power of the 
principal defpot, whofe will is law to the empire, 
exercife their authority with rigour. The idea o f 
paffive obedience is carried through every vein of 
the ftate. The machine connected in all its parts, 
by arbitrary fway, is moved by the adive fpirit 
o f the prince ; and the lenity or oppreffivenefs o f 
government, in all its departments, depends upon 
the natural difpofition of his mind. 1

The law of compenfation for murder, autho- Law of 
rifed by the Coran, is attended with pernicious tion for 
effeds. It depreffes the fpirit of the poor; and murder, 
encourages the rich in the unmanly paffion ot re­
venge. The price of blood in India is not the 
third part of the value o f a horfe. lire innate 
principles of jufticeand humanity are weakened, 
by thefe means; fecurity is taken from fociety, 
as rage may frequently get the better of the love 
o f money. A religion which indulges individuals 
in a crime, at which the reft of mankind fhudder, 
leaves ample room for the cruelty of a prince. 
Accuftomed to fit in judgment on criminals, he 
becomes habituated to death. He miftakes paffion 
for juftice. His nod is condemnation ; men are 
dragged to execution, with an abruptness which 
prevents fear, i he incident has no confequence, 
but to imprefs terror on the guilty or fufpeded ; 
and the ipedators fcarcely heed' a circumftance, 
which its frequency has made them to exped.

The frequent bathing inculcated by the Coran, Bathms- 
has, by debilitating the body, a great effed on

the



the mind. Habit makes the warm bath a luxury 
o f  a bewitching kind. The women fpend whole 
days in water ; and haften by it the approach of 
age. The indolence o f the men, which induces 
them to follow every mode of placid pleafure, re­
commends to them a practice which Mahommed 
has made a tenet of religion. The prohibition of 
wine is alfo favourable to defpotifm. It prevents 
that free communication of fentiment which 
awakens mankind from a torpid indifference to 
their natural rights. , They become cold, timid, 
cautious, referved and' interefted ; (hangers to 
thofe warm pafiions, and that cheerful elevation of 
mind, which render men in fome meafure honeft 
and fincere. In the Eaft, there are no public 
places of meeting, no communications of Tenth 
ments, no introduction to private friendlhip. A 
fullennefs, and a love of retirement prevail, 
which difunite mankind ; and as all affociations 
among men are prevented, the hands o f govern­
ment are ftrengthened by the very virtue o f tem­
perance.

nation11 '  The doftrine of a rigid fate, or abfolute pre- 
deftination, which forms one of the principal te­
nets ol the Mahommedan religion, has a great in­
fluence on the character and manners o f men. 
"When this opinion is adopted as an article o f faith, 
the necefiity of precaution is inculcated in vain. 
I he fatalifl begins an adlion becaufe human na­
ture is incapable of abfolute idlenefs ; but when 
a love of repofe invites him, when an obftacle 
arifes before him to thwart his defigns, he has no 
motive for perfeverance. He waits for another 
<% , perhaps for another month : he at laft trulls 
the whole _ to Providence, and makes God the 
agent in his very crimes. Mifcarriage can. be no 
difgracc where fuccefs depends not on abilities ;

and



and the general who lofes a battle through his 
own pufillanimity, lays the blame upon Providence.

The extenfive polygamy permitted by the Polygamy, 
law of Mahommed, has a fatal effed on the 
minds of his followers ; but it has its advantages 
as well as its de/eds. The peculiar nature cd 
the climate fubjeds women to difeafes, and hurries 
them forward in a few years to age. One man 
retains his vigour beyond the common fucceffion 
of three women through their prime ; and the law 
for a multiplicity of wives is neceffary for the fup- 
port of the human race. But the cuftom weakens 
paternal affedion; for as a hufband cannot equally 
divide his regard among many women, the chil­
dren .of the favourite will be preferred. Even 
thefe will not be much beloved. The lofs o f a 
c-hild is no misfortune ; and the care of preferving 
it is leffened, by the opportunity which the num­
ber of his women furnilhes to the father for be­
getting more. The child hlmfelf is no ftranger 
to this indifference ; and he fails in proportion in 
his duty. Befides, the jealoufy between mothers 
in the haram grows into hatred among their fons.
The affedion between brothers is annihilated at 
home ; and when they iffue forth into the world, 
they carry their animofities into all the various 
tranfadions of life,

Thefe religious tenets, which are fo favourable C onceal- 

to defpotiftn, are accompanied with fmgular opi- ment of 
nions and cufloms, which are abfolute enemies to 
-freedom and independence. The concealment 
of their women is facred among the Mahomme- 
dans. Brothers cannot vifit them in private;
Grangers muff never fee them. This exceffive 
jealoufy is derived from various caufes. It pro­
ceeds from religion, which inculcates female mo- 
defly ; it arifes partly from the policy of govern­
ment ; it is derived from the nature of the cli­

mate,



mate, where continence is a more arduous virtue 
than in the bleak regions of the north. Honour 

' confifts in that which men are mod felicitous to 
fecure. The chaliity of his wives is a point, 
without which the Afiatic mud not live. The 
defpot encourages the opinion ; as the poffeflion 
of the women of his molt powerful fubjects is a 
fufficient pledge for their faith, when abfent in 
expedition and war.

its tSea When the governor o f a province falls under 
the fufpicion of difaffeHion for his prince, the 
fird dtp taken againft him, is an order iffued for 
fending his women to court. Even one of his 
wives, and fee too not the bed beloved, will 
bind him to his allegiance. His obedience to this 
mandate is the true ted of his defigns. If he in- 
ftantly obeys, all fufpicions vanilh ; if he hefitates 
a moment, he is declared a rebel. His affeQion 
for the woman is not the pledge of his fidelity; 
but his honour is, in her perfon, in the cuftody 
of his fovereign. Women are fo facred in India, 
that even the common foldiery leave them nnmo- 
iefted iri the midft of daughter and devadation. 
The haram is a fanctuary againd all the licenti- 
oufnefs of victory; and ruffians, covered with 
the blood of a hufband, fhrink back with corifu- 
fion from the fecret apartments of his wives.
, Ia  the which attends defpotifm, every

thing is dark and folemri. Judice itfelf is exe­
cuted with privacy ; and fometimes a foiitary gun, 
fired at midnight from the palace of the defpot, 
proclaims the work o f death. Men indulge 
themfelves under the veil of fecrecy ; and rejoice 
in their good fortune, when their pleafures can 
eicape the eye of their prince. Voiuptuoufnefs 
is, therefore, preferred to luxury. The enjoy­
ment Gi the company of women is the chief ob- 
jcct of life among the great; and when they re­

tire



tire Into the fanthray of the haram, they forget,
In a variety of charms, their precarious fituation 
in the hate. The neceffary privacy enhances the 
indulgence ; and the extreme fenfibility, perhaps, 
peculiar to the natives o f a hot climate, carries 
pleafure to an excels which unmans the mind.
Men are- poffeffed of fomethmg which they are 
afraid to lofe; and defpotifm, which is founded 
on the principles of fear and indolence, derives 
liability and permanency from the de'Fe&s and 
vices of its Saves.

The feeds of defpotifm, which the nature o f Rffleai- 
fhe climate and fertility of the foil had Town in onb 
India, were, as has been obferved, reared toper- 
fed growth by the Mahommedan faith. When, 
a people have been long fubjscted to arbitrary 
power, their return to liberty is arduous and al- 
rnoit impoffible. Slavery, by the iilength of cuf- 
tom, is blended with human nature; and that 
undefined fomething, called Public Virtue, exifts 
no more. The fubjeci never thinks of reforma­
tion ; and the prince, who only has it in his 
power, will introduce no innovations to abridge 
his own authority. Were even the defpot pof- 
feffed of the enthufiafin o f public fpirit, the peo­
ple would .revolt again! the introduction of free­
dom ; and revert to that form of government, 
which takes the trouble o f regulation from their 
hands.

The firnplicitv of defpotifm recommends it to 011 t!ls na­
an indolent and ignorant race o f men. Its -obvi- tur“ 
ous impartiality, its prompt juflice, its immediate 
feverity again! crimes, dazzle the eyes o f the fu- 
perficial, and raife in their minds a veneration 
little (hort of idolatry for their prince. When he 
is aSive and determined in his meafures, the great 
machine moves with a velocity which throws vi­
gour into the very extremities of the empire.

His



His violence, and even his caprices, are virtues, 
where the waters mud be always agitated to pre* 
ferve their fredmefs ; and indolence and irrefolu- 
tion can be his only ruinous vices. The fird in­
deed may injure the date; but by the latter it 
mud be undone A  fevere prince, by his jea- 
loufy of his own authority, prevents the tyranny 
of others; and, though fierce and arbitrary in 
himfelf, the fubjeft derives a benefit from his be­
ing the foie defpot. His rage falls heavy on the 
dignified Haves o f his prefence; but the people 
efcape his fury in their didance from his hand, 

cfctefpo- The defpotic form of government is not, how­
ever, fo terrible in its nature, as men born in 
free countries are apt to imagine. Though no 
civil regulation can bind the prince, there is one 
great law, the ideas of mankind with regard to 
right and wrong, by which he is bound. When 
he becomes an affaffin, he teaches others to ufe 
the dagger againfl him felf; and wanton afts of 
injudice, often repeated, dedroy by degrees that 
opinion which is the foie foundation of his power. 
In the indifference o f his fubjefts for his perfon 
and government, he becomes liable to the con- 
fpiracies of courtiers, and the ambitious fchemes 
o f his relations. He may have many flaves, but 
he can have no friends. His perfon is expofed to 
injury. A  certainty o f impunity may arm even 
cowards againd him ; and thus, by his exceffive 
ardour for power, he with his authority lofes his 
life. . J,

MiH un- Defpotifm appears in its mod engaging form, 
der Baber, under the Imperial houfe of Timur. The un­

common abilities o f mod of the princes, with the 
mild and humane character of all, rendered ITin- 
dodan the mod fiourifhing empire in the world 
during two complete centuries. The manly and 
generous temper of Baber permitted not pppreffi-

on



on to attend the victories o f hisfword. He came 
with an intention to govern the nations whom he 
fubdued ; and felfilh motives joined iffue with hu­
manity in not only Tparing, but proteding the 
vanquifhed. His invafion urns no abrupt incurfi- 
on for plunder; and he thought the ufual income 
of the crown a fufficient reward for his toil. His 
nobles were gratified with the emoluments of go­
vernment ; and, from difpofition, an enemy to 
ufelefs pomp and grandeur, he chofe that his 
treafury fhould be gradually filled with the furplus 
of the revenue, than with the property of indivi­
duals, whom the fortune o f war had placed be­
neath his power. Awed by his high charader, 
the companions of his victories carried his miid- 
nefs and ftrid equity through all the departments 
of government. The tytanny o f the family o f 
Lodi was forgotten; and the arts, which had 
been fuppreffed by a violent defpotifm, began to 
rear their heads, under the temperate dominion 
of Baber.

Humaioon, though not equal in abilities to his H um ai- 

father, carried all his mild virtues into the throne. oon,j‘ 
He was vigilant and adive in the adminiftration 
of juftice, he fecured property by his edids; and, 
an enemy to rapacity himfelf, he punifhed the 
oppreffive avarice of his deputies in the provinces.
The troubles which diflurbed his reign were the 
effed o f the ambition of others; and his expul- 
fion from the throne was lefs a misfortune to him 
than to his fubjeds. When he returned with 
vidory, he left the mean paflion of revenge be­
hind. He punifhed not his people for his own 
difaflers; he feemed to forget the part, in the 
profped of doing future good. The nations o f 
India felt, by the benefit received from his pre­
fence, how much they had loft by his abfence.
Though worn out under a fuccefiion of tyrants,

during
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during his exile, Hindoftan began to revive when 
he re-mounted the throne, liis fudden and un­
expected death portended a ftorm, which was 
diilipated by the fplendid abilities and virtues of 
his fon.

A kbar. Akbar was pofiefled of Baber’s intrepidity ia 
war, o f Humaioon’s mildnefs in peace. Bold, 
manly, and enterprizing, he was an enemy to 
oppreffion ; and he. hated cruelty, as he was a 
ilranger to fear. In the more fplendid bufinefs 
of the field, he forgot not the arts of peace. He 
eftablifhed, by edict, the right of the fubjeCt to 
transfer his property without the confent of the 
crown, and by ordering a regifter of the fixed 
rents of the lands to be kept in the courts of juf- 
tice in every diftriCt, he took from his officers the 
power of oppreffing the people. Severe in his 
juftice, he never forgave extortion. He promot­
ed juft complaints againft the fervants of the 
crown, by various proclamations. He encou­
raged trade, by an exemption of duties through 
the interior provinces; and by the invariable 
protection given to merchants of all nations. Pie 
regarded neither the religious opinions, nor the 
countries of men : all who entered bis dominions 
were his fubjects, and they had a right to his juf­
tice. Pie iffued an edict which was afterwards 
revived by Aurungzebe, that the rents ftiould not 
be in created upon thofe who improved their lands ; 
which wife regulation encouraged induftry, and 
became a fource of wealth to the ftate.

Jtriiargire.  ̂ Jehangire, though unfit for the field,, trod in 
bis father’s path in regulating the civil affairs of 
the ftate. Impreffied with a high fenfe of the abi­
lities of Akbar, he continued all his edicts in 
force ; and he was the invariable protector of the 
people againft the rapacity and tyranny of his 
own officers. In his adminiftration of juftice, he

was



was fcrupulous, fevere, and exafl;; and if he 
at any time gave a wrong, decision, it proceeded 
from a weaknefs, rather than from a vice of the 
mind.

His fcm, Shaw Jehan, was poflefled of better Sh*w J=- 
parts, and was more attentive than Jehangire to hSn- 
the bufitiefs of the fobjeft.. He was minutely ac­
quainted" with the hate of the empire, and being 
free from that caprice and whim which threw a 
kind of difgrace on the authority of his father, he 
rendered his people happy by the gravity, juftke, 
and folemnity of his decisions. The empire flou­
rished under his upright and able adminiflration. 
Oppreffion was unknown from the officers of the 
crown, on account of the vigilance o f the empe­
ror-, and the Ariel impartiality which he efla- 
blifhed in the courts of justice, diminilhed inju­
ries between man and man.

Aurungzebe, to whom bufmefs was amufe- Aurung* 
ment, added the moft extenfive knowledge of the ZLJe‘ 
affairs of the empire, to an unremitting applica­
tion. He made bimfelf minutely acquainted with 
the revenue paid by every difhisft, with the mode 
of proceeding in the inferior courts, and even 
with .the character and difpofuion of the Several 
judges. He ordered the regifter of the rents to 
be left open for the infpe&ion of all, rhat the 
people might diftinguifh extortion .from the juft 
demands of the crown. He commanded, that 
men verfed in the ufages o f the feveral courts, in 
the precepts of the Coran, and in the regulations 
eftablifhed by edidls, fhould attend at the public 
expence, and give their opinion to the poor in 
matters of litigation. He established a mode of 
appeal beyond certain fum s; and he disgraced 
judges for an error in judgment, and punished 
them Severely for corruption and partiality. His 
a&ivify kept the great machine of government in

motion



motion through all its members: his penetrating, 
eye followed oppreffion to its moft fecret retreats,, 
and his hern iuitice eftablilhed tranquillity, and 
feeured property over all his extenfive domi­
nions.

s-ate  o f  When Baber, at the head of his army, took 
poffeffion of the dominions of the Imperial family 
of Lodi, he continued to the crown the property 
of all the lands. Thefe being annually rented 
out to the fubjedt, furniffied thofe imrnenfe reve­
nues which fupported the unequalled fplendor of 
his fucceffors in the throne. The property of in­
dividuals confided, at fir If, of moveables and mo­
ney only ; and the officers of the crown could 
not even difpofe o f thefe by will, without the 
written confent of the prince. Time, however, 
wrought a change in things. The pofterity of 
Baber alienated, for particular fervices, eftates 
from the crown in perpetuity; and thefe defend­
ed in fucceffion by will, or if the proprietor died 
intefiate, by an equal divifion to his children, ac­
cording to the law of the Coran. This kind of 
property was alfo transferable by fale; and it has 
been judged, that one third part of the empire 
was given away by this fpecies of grants from the 
crown.

property. Thefe grants, however, were not always a fuf- 
ficient fecurity againft the violence of the crown. 
Some of the emperors found themfelves obliged 
to .refume many eftates by an edict; and it mult 
be'confeffed, that political neceffity juftified the 
meafure. Princes who contended for the empire 
were laviffi in their donations; and, had not an 
aft of refumption fometimes taken place, the re­
venue of the crown would, in procefs o f time, 
have been annihilated. There was, however, a 
kind of equivalent given to the proprietors; a 
penfion was iettled upon themfelves, and their

children



children were received into the fervice of the go­
vernment. The wealth of the officers of the 
crown is, after their death, confidered as Impe­
rial property; but unlefs it is immenfe, it is ne­
ver appropriated by the prince; and even in that 
cafe, a proper provifion is made for the children, 
and they have, by an eftabliffied cudom, a right 
to. be employed in fome of the departments of 
the flate. The women of the deceafed receive 
annual penfions according to their rank; and 
they may either live in widowhood, or make 
new alliances by marriage.

The Mogul fydem of government admits of no ^ ^ sof  
hereditary honours. Every man mud owe his 
preferment and rank to himfelf, and to the favour 
of his prince. High birth, however, was re- 
fpedted; and, to a perfon of abilities, it was a 
great recommendation at the court of princes 
proud of their own noble origin. The ranks 
and degrees of nobility were for the mod part 
official, excepting thofe of the military kind.
Judges, men of letters, and eminent merchants, 
have been frequently dignified with titles, and 
admitted into the circle of the principal nobles 
in the Imperial prefence. The nobles confided 
of three orders. The E m ir s , who were the firft 
officers of Hate, and the viceroys of provinces; 
the C h a n s , who held high polls in the army; 
and the B a h a d u r s , who may in fome meafure 
be compared to our knights. The number of 
which thefe three orders confided was arbitrary, 
and each of them had peculiar privileges in the 
empire, and a demand on the refpedt of the un­
dignified part of the fubje&s.

The courfe of judice ran through the fame gra- Formof 
dations, which the general reafon of mankind 
feems to have eftabliffied in all countries fubjedt 
to regular governments. The provinces were 
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divided into diftricls ; in each of which a judge, 
appointed by the emperor, decided in criminal 
as well as civil affairs. He pronounced judg­
ment on capital offences, but his fentence was 
never put in execution without the confent and 
warrant of the governor of the province. In dif- 
putes concerning property, there lay an appeal 
to the fupreme court, in which the viceroy pje- 
fided in perfon. Every province was, in minia­
ture, a copy o f the empire. Three principal 
judges, with high titles of dignity, fat, with ma­
ny affeffors, in the capital. They not only de­
cided upon appeals, but fuits might originate be­
fore them. The emperor himfelf, in the prefence 
of his nobles, prefided almoft every day in this 
court, which generally fat for two hours in the 
hall of public juffice.

_,u!uce. When the matter appeared clear, the prince, 
without much hefi-tation, pronounced judgment; 
when it was doubtful, witneffes were examined, 
and the opinion of the judges afked on the point 
of law. Should the fuit appear intricate, it was 
referred to the judgment of the court in their 
own common h all; but the fubject might appeal 
from their decifion to the emperor and his affef­
fors in the chamber of audience. Thefe courts, 
both when the monarch was prefent and when he 
was abfent, were left open to the people. No 
judgment was ever pronounced fecretly, except 
when the power o f the delinquent rendered a 
public trial dangerous to the flate.

Council o f  I he great officers of date, by a kind o f pre- 
fcription, formed a council which anfwers to our 
cabinet. Ihe emperor allied their advice upon 
affairs of moment; he heard their fentiments, 
but nothing: came ever to a vote. They were 
his advifers, but they had no controul on his pow­
er. He frequently called to this council men in

inferior



inferior departments ; and when the deliberation 
concerned any particular province, the nobles 
beft acquainted with that part of the empire, were 
admitted into the cabinet. The offences of the 
fir ft rank of nobility came under the cognizance 
of this council, as well as other matters of ftate.
They were a kind of jury, who found the matters 
of f a a n d  the fovereign pronounced the fen- 
tence. He might, by his defpotic power, iffue out 
a warrant of death without their advice ; but the 
known opinions of mankind on that fubje<ft bound 
him like a law.

To thefe great lines of the government of the Refle&U 
Moguls, fome reflections may be joined. Con-ons 
quells made by incurfion, rather than by war, 
muft be retained by violence. The fword, which 
obtained the empire, fupported it under the houfe 
of Timur. Their fubjeCts obeyed them from ne- 
ceffity more than from choice ; and the lenity of 
their adminiftration arofe more from the mildnefs 
of their difpofition, than from the fpirit of their 
regulations. The defpotic principles of the Tar­
tars, ingrafted upon the Mahommedan tenets of 
religion, led to force; and feemed to recognize 
no obedience, but that which proceeded from 
fear. This circumftance obliged the defpot to 
invert his deputies in the provinces with a great 
part of his power ; and when they left his capital, 
they only did not abfolutely rife from fubje&s into 
princes.

This communication of pow-er, though in fome on the 
meafure neceffary to command the people, became corPmun‘*
i i • . . . .  . r  t  , , . cationdangerous to tne prince. 1 he imperial deputies 
began to lofe their allegiance in proportion to 
their diftance from the throne. The governors 
became, in fome meafure, independent, though 
they profeffed obedience to the Imperial editfts.
A certain portion of the revenue was remitted to 
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court; and the deputy, in a venal court, found means 
frequently to retain the favour of his prince, when 
he difobeyed his commands. Every idea of loyalty 
was, towards the decline of the empire, deflroyed 
among the people of the diflant provinces. They 
heard of an emperor, as the fuperflitious hear of 
a guardian angel, whom they never behold. An 
indifference for his fate fucceeded to his want of 
power. A peafant, at the end of many months, 
was informed of a revolution at Delhi. He flopt 
not his oxen, nor converted the plow-fhare into a 
fword. He whiffled unconcerned along his field ; 
and enquired not, perhaps, concerning the name 
of the new prince.

power. Notwithflanding this indifference in the inferior 
fort, the emperor every day extended fymp- 
toms of his fuperior power to the very extre­
mities of his empire. His edids were tranfmitted 
to every diftrid; they were publicly read, and 
regiftered in the courts of juflice. They became 
a fecurity to the people againfl the impofitions of 
the governor. An appeal lay from his decifions, 
by a petition to the emperor in the hall of audi­
ence. This dodrine was inculcated by the edids; 
and fome of the oppreffed took advantage of the 
promife of juflice which they contained. Their 
petitions, whenever they found accefs to the 
throne, were heard with the attention which a 
jealous prince pays to his own power ; and there 
are many inftances in which the governors of pro­
vinces have been feverely punifhed for an adl of 
injuflice to a poor peafant. Never to forgive op- 
preffions againfl the helplefs and low, was an 
eftablifhed maxim among all the princes of the 
houfe of Timur.

S ’es of ?  Power difpofing of the fucceffion natu­
r a l  belongs to a defpot. During his life, his 
pleafure is the law. When he dies, his authority
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ceafes ; but the flrength o f cuftom has made his 
will, in favour of any of his fons, a fuperior title 
to promogeniture. The power is, in fome mea- 
fure neceffary. A prince having an independent 
right of fucceffion to the throne, might be very 
troublefome to his father in an empire eftablifhed 
on the principles which we have defcribed. The 
weight which he might derive from his hopes, 
would clog the wheels of government, which, under 
a fyftem of defpotifm, can admit of no delays, no 
obftruftions, no divided or limited power. Per- 
fonal abilities, under fuch a fyftem, are more ne­
ceffary than under eftablilhed laws. A  weak 
prince brings more calamities than a civil war.
A  minority is dreadful; and it can fcarce exift, 
where the voice of the prince is the living law,
W'hich moves the whole machine of the ftate.

Neceffity frequently excufes, in the eyes o f fueceffiou 
mankind, the word of crimes. A  prince of abi- 
lities, who mounts a throne in the Eaft by the ex- 
clufion of an elder brother, efcapes the detefta- 
tion of his fubjefts from the good which they hope 
to derive from his fuperior parts. Even fratricide 
lofes its name in felf-prefervation, combined with 
the public good. The greatnefs of the crime is 
eclipfed by the greatnefs o f the objeft. Succefs 
is a divine decifion; and the ftate gives up the 
lives of the unhappy fufferers, as a facrifice to its 
own repofe. To be born a prince, is therefore a 
misfortune of the word and inoft embarraffing 
kind. He muft die by clemency, or wade through 
the blood of his family to fafety and empire.

The Hindoos, or the followers of the Brahmin M;idnefs 
faith, are in number far fuperior to the Mahom- 
medans in Hindoftan. The fyftem of religion 
which they profefs, is only perfectly known in the 
effeft which it has upon the manners of the peo­
ple. Mild, humane, obedient, and induftrious,

they



they are of all nations on earth the moil 
eafily conquered and governed. Their govern­
ment, like that o f all the inhabitants o f Afia, is 
defpotic : it is, in fuch a manner, tempered by 
the virtuous principles inculcated by their religi­
on, that ir Teems milder than the mofl limited 
monarchy in Europe. Some of the reigning 
princes trace their families, with clearnefs, above 
four thoufand years; many of them, in a dubious 
manner, from the dark period which we place 
beyond the flood. Revolution and change are 
things unknown ; and aflauinations and confpira- 
cies never exift.

of the Penal laws are fcarce known among the Hin­
doos ; for their motives to bad aftions are few. 
Temperate in their living, and delicate in their 
conftitutions, their paffions are calm, and they 
have no objefit but that o f living with comfort 
and eafe. Timid and fubmiflive, from the cold- 
nefs of a vegetable diet, they have a natural ab­
horrence to blood. Induftrious and frugal, they 
pofiefs wealth which they never ufe. Thofe coun­
tries, governed by native princes, which lay be­
yond the devaftations o f the Mahommedans, are 
rich, and cultivated to the higheft degree. Their 
governors encourage induflry andc commerce ; 
and it is to the ingenuity of the Hindoos, we owe 
all the fine manufactures in the Eaft. During 
the empire of the Moguls, the trade o f India 
was carried on by the followers of Brahma. The 
bankers, fcribes, and managers of finance were 
native Hindoos, and the wifeft princes o f the 
family of lirnur protected and encouraged fuch 
peaceable and ufeful fubjects.

Hindoo , The nation of the Mahrattors, though chieflv
g o v e r n -  t  i r  tti • ,  . o  J
men t, cempoied of Rajaputs, or that tribe o f Indians

whole chief bufinefs is war, retain the mildnefs 
of their countrymen in their domeflic govern­
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ment. When their armies carry deltruction and 
death into the territories of Mahommedans, all 
is quiet, happy, and regular at home. No 
robbery is to be dreaded, no impofition or ob- 
ftruftion from the officers of government, no 
protection neceffary but the fnade. To be a 
ftranger is a fufficient fecurity. Provifions are 
furniffied by hofpitality; and when a peafant is 
alked for water, he runs with great alacrity, and 
fetches milk. This is no ideal pi&ure of happi- 
nefs. The Author of the Differtation, who tra­
velled lately into the country of the Mahrattors, 
avers, from experience, the truth of his obferva- 
tions. But the Mahrattors, who have been re- 
prefented as barbarians, are a great and rifing peo­
ple, fubjeft to a regular government, the princi­
ples of which are founded on virtue.
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S T A T E  of  B E N G A L :

W  1 T  H A

P L A N  F O R  R E S T O R IN G  T H A T  P R O V I N C E  T O  

I T S  F O R M E R  P R O S P E R I T Y  A N D  S P L E N D O R ,

STATE OF BENGAL UNDER THE MOGULS. 

Preliminary Obfervations.

JL PIP! affairs o f  India, though long of great Refle£H- 
importance to this kingdom, have only very lately ons* 
become objects of public attention. Faflts coming 
from afar made little impreffion: their novelty 
could not roufe, nor their variety amufe the mind.
With a felf-denial uncommon in a fpirited nation,
■we heard, without emotion, of the great a&ions 
of fome of our countrymen ; and, if we liflened 
to any detail of oppreffions committed by others, 
it was with a phlegmatic indifference, unworthy of 
our boafted humanity. A  general diftafte for the 
fubjedt prevailed; an age, marked with revoluti­
on and change, feemed ready to pafs away, with- 
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out being fenfible o f events which will render it 
important in the eyes of pofterity. 

rsefign of The current of public opinion has, at length, 
tborAu'  taken another direction. Men are rouzed into 

attention, with regard to a fubjed which concerns 
the welfare of the date. They begin to decide, 
in their own minds, upon affairs which hand, in 
need of the interpofition of the nation ; and they 
fhew an inclination to be informed, as well as a 
willingnefs to corred miftakes and to redrefs 
grievances. This confederation has induced the 
author of the following obfervations, to fubmit 
them, with all due deference, to the public. He 
has been, for years, a filent fpedator of the 
tranfadions of the Britifh nation in the Eaft ; and 
it is, from the means of information which he has 
poffeffed, that he hopes to give fomething new to 
the world. With hands guiltlefs of rapine and 
depredation, he affumes the pen without preju­
dice, and he will ufe it with all decent freedom 
without fear.

A  b r ie f The empire o f the Hindoos over all India, 
account came down from the darkeft and moft remote 

antiquity, to the 170th year before the Chriftian 
sera, when it was diffolved by civil difcord and 
war. Bengal, like many other provinces, ftarted 
up into an independent kingdom, and was govern­
ed by fucceffive dynafties of Rajas, whoL chiefly 
refided at the now deferted capital of Ghor. Un- 
dei thete princes, it continued a powerful and 
opulent kingdom, to the beginning of the thir­
teen?. century, when it was firft invaded by the 
Mahommedans, under a prince of the race of 
Ghi.lagi, who poffeffed the countries near the 
lource of the Oxus. The name of this Tartar 
invader was Eas-ul-dien ; but he was foon after 
reduced to fubjedion by Altumlb, the Patan em­
peror of Delhi, who formed Bengal into a pro­

vince,



vince, governed by a lieutenant, who derived his 
authority from the conqueror.

Bengal, during the dominion of the Patans in 
India, was frequently fubject to revolution and 1 uticms 
change. When a prince of abilities fat on the 
throne of Delhi, it held o f the empire ; when the 
emperor was weak, it became an independent 
fovereignty under its governor. When the valour 
and conduct of Baber put an end to the govern­
ment of the Patans at Delhi, fome of that race 
remained untouched in Bengal. The misfortunes 
of Humaioon, in the beginning or his reign, not 
only prevented him from extending the conquefts 
of his father, but deprived him even of the throne 
which Baber had acquired ; and death followed 
too foon, upon his return, to permit him to reduce 
the wealthy kingdom of Bengal by his arms.
The glory of this conqueft was referred for his 
fon, the illuftrious Akbar, wdio, by the expulfi- 
on o f Daood, the laPc king of Bengal of the Pa- 
tan race, annexed it, in the year 1574, to his em­
pire. Viceroys from Delhi governed the king­
dom, from that period, till the debility of Ma- 
honrrned Shaw gave fcope to the ufurpation o f 
A liverd i; and now, by a wonderful revolution 
o f fortune, the fovereigns of that diftant province 
are created by the deputies of the Eaft India Com­
pany.

To give an enlarged idea of the fubjeff, it may of ©eng*!, 
not be improper to enquire into the mode of go­
vernment, which the Moguls eftabiiflred in the 
important province of Bengal. To irnpofe no­
thing merely fpeculative upon the public, the 
Writer of the Differtation has endeavoured to de­
rive his information from undoubted authority.
He has, therefore, tranllated and annexed to his 
work, the commiffions granted by the court o f 
Delhi to its principal officers in the provinces:

From



From which it will appear, that the defpotifm of 
the houfe of Timur was cireumfcribed by efta- 
blifhed forms and regulations, -which greatly tem­
pered the rigid feverity of that form of government.

Various Tenures under the Moguls.

T H E  Mogul Tartars, when they conquered 
India, carried a fyftem of neeeffary policy through 

tSeM56?f  the countries which their arms had fubdued. In- 
fculs- ftead of feizingthe lands of the vanquiffied, they 

confirmed them in their poffeffions. 'fhe number 
c f  the conquerors bearing no proportion to the 
conquered, felf-prefervation obliged the ffrft to 
adhere together, and to hold the fword in their 
hands. Had they attempted to fettle in different 
provinces, they would have foon eeafed to 
he a people ; and their power would have been 
broken by feparation. They retained, therefore, 
their military charadher; and, when they reduced 
a province, they made the taxes, paid to former 
princes, the invariable rule of their imports. 
The people changed their lords, but if their go­
vernment fuffered any change, it was in the fub- 
fl.it ution of a milder defpotifm, in the place of 
the fierce tyranny o f the Patans.

T rib u ta ry  Many of the Rajas, or indigenous Indian 
Rajas. princes, had, from the firfh eftabliffiment of the 

Mahommedans in India, been permitted to retain 
a great part of their ancient poffeffions, which 
they continued to govern by their own laws, with­
out any apnea! from their jurifdiftion to the courts 
o f  juftice eftablilhed by Imperial commiffions. 
The only mark of homage paid by the Rajas, was 
a certain annual tribute. The houfe of Tim ur, no 
lefs remarkable for their prudence than for their 
clemency and juftice, never encroached upon the

privileges



privileges of the tributary princes. They found, 
that though the Rajas paid not to the crown above 
half the fum raifed upon the fubjed, their policy,
Induftry, and good government, were fo much 
fuperior to thofe of the Moguls, that the coun­
tries which they poffeifed, yielded as much in pro­
portion to their extent, as thofe which they had 
farmed out to Zemindars o f  their own nation and 
faith. In the two provinces which the Britilh 
nation now poffefs, and which, for the future, we 
will diftinguilh by the general name of Bengal, 
many diftrids of greater extent than any county 
in Britain, are hill poffeifed by the aboriginal 
Rajas. But we are more rigid than the Moguls : 
we have encroached on their privileges, and anni­
hilated their power. During the domination o f 
the houfe of Timur, one-fourth o f Bengal was 
fubjed to thefe hereditary lords.

The divifion of the province which wa-s more M&toTn- 
immediately under the Mahommedan govern- 
ment, was parcelled out into extenfive diftrids, 
called Chucklas, refembling, in feme meafure, 
our counties; and into leffer divifions, like our 
ancient tithings. Thefe were lett to Zemindars, 
or farmers of the Imperial rents, who fometimes 
poffeifed a whole diftrid, or chuckla; as the Ze­
mindar o f Purnea, whoaffumed the ftyle and ftate 
of a Nabob, though only a farmer of the revenue, 
under the unfortunate Surage-ul-Dowla. The 
court o f Delhi, under the belt princes, was venal.
A fum o f money, fecretly and properly applied, 
often fecured the poffeffion o f his office to the 
Zemindar during life ; and he even was fometimes 
enabled to tranfmit it to his heirs, till, by length 
o f time, they were, in fome meafure, considered 
as lords of their refpedive diftrids.

The farmers, however, had no leafe from the Thê r 
crown o f the lands over which they prefided. Power

Their



Their authority for colle&ing the rents from the 
inferior tenants, was derived from a written agree­
ment, for a certain annual fum to be paid to the 
treafury, exclusive o f the Imperial taxes. To 
prevent impofition on the poorer fort, in every 
diftridt there was eftablifhed a regifter, in which 
the rents and imports upon every village and 
farm were entered, and open to the infpedtion of 
alL d he regiftered rents and imports were col- 
ledled by the Crorie o f the diftriT, who was erta- 
fclifhed in his office by an Imperial commiflion. 
He was accountable for the whole, even to the 
laft Dam, as the commiflion expreffes it, to the 
Fotadar or treafurer o f the diftriT, who paid them 
into the hands of the Dewan, or receiver-general 
or the Imperial revenues in the province. 

refcBed The rights or dues o f the Dewanny, or the re- 
venue paid to the crown, did not amount to above 
hair the fum raifed upon the fubjeft by the great 
farmers. Thefe were, from time to time,°per- 
mitted to raife the rents upon the inferior tenants, 
in proportion to the genera! improvement o f the 
lands, iheiurplus, which was known to govern­
ment from the public regifters of the diftrifts, 
was, in part, allowed to the general farmers, for 
t re purpofe or building houfes for the hufband- 
men, for furnifhing them with implements of 
agriculture, for embanking to prevent inundati­
ons, tor making refervoirs of water for the dry 
_ea on ; and, in general, for all expences attend­
ing the improvement and cultivation of the lands; 
wmch otnerwiie w'ould have rendered the ac­
counts of government intricate and perplexed, 

crown. . s reat ârmers, however, were not per­
mitted to opprefs the tenants with exorbitant 
rents ; neitner was it their intereft to extort from 
the iiufoandmen fums which would render them 
incapable of cultivating their lands, and of living

comfortably



comfortably upon the fruits o f their toil. In the 
Imperial officers of the revenue, the poor had 
friends, and the Zemindar fpies upon his con- 
du<ft. They were fuch checks upon him, that 
he could conceal nothing from their obfervation.
They tranfmitted monthly accounts of his tranf- 
a(Elions to court. If the tenants were able, with­
out oppreffion, to pay the additional rent, the 
demands of the crown rofe at the expiration o f 
the year upon the farmer, in proportion to the 
new impoft; if they were found incapable o f 
bearing the burden, the Zemindar was turned 
out of his office for his avarice and imprudence.

A  double revenue, it appears from what has a double 
been already obferved, rofe to the crown from revenae* 
the lands; the ancient rent, eftablilhed at the 
conqueft of India by the Moguls, and the fums 
which proceeded from the annual contrafts with 
the great farmers. The viceroy of the province 
was veiled with the power o f letting the lands; 
and he was obliged to tranfmit to the receiver- 
genet al a record of the fums payable by each 
Zemindar. The caufe of this mode of raifing 
the revenue is obvious. The detail of accounts, 
the making of contrails with the' inferior tenants, 
would have rendered the bufmefs o f government 
too minute and too expenfive ; and to have per­
mitted the general farmers to manage their dif- 
trifts without either check or controul, would 
have given birth to fcenes of oppreffion, which 
Fate had referved for an unfortunate people, to 
our times. The Mogul empire is now no more; 
and the fervants of the free ft nation upon earth 
have left the body of the people to the mercy of 
the Zemindars.

The general farmers of diftridls were not the Various 
only perfons known by the name of Zemindars-.
Men, who poffeffed eftates for life, and fomelimes

in



in perpetuity, free from all taxation, by virtue 
o f Imperial grants, were diftinguiffied by the 
lame title. Thefe grants were generally given to 
learned and religious men, to favourite fervants 
at court, to foldiers who had deferved well of 
their prince, and they were refpefted by fucceed- 
ing emperors, and, feldom revoked. One fixth 
part of the lands in Bengal had been conferred, 
in perpetuity, by different princes, on their fa­
vourites and adherents. Many of thefe eflates 
have fallen into the Eaft India Company, from a 
failure of heirs ; and others daily fall, as the pro­
perty is not transferable by fale. A  minute en­
quiry might greatly increafe our revenue. Many 
grants laid to be derived from the emperor, are 
only from the governors of the province; many 
are in the poffeffion of men who cannot trace their 
blood to the original proprietors. A fuccelfion 
of revolutions has rolled one part of Bengal upon 
the other; and it is not hitherto fettled from 
confufion.

Different Lands were held by a tenure lefs permanent, 
o f the emperors of Hindoflan. A  firman or Im­
perial mandate, called by the name of Jagieer, 
was iffued frequently to particular men. This 
fpecies of grant was for no term of years. It was 
given through favour, and revocable at pleafure. 
When any perfon was raifed to the rank o f an 
Omrah, it was an eftablilhed rule to confer upon 
him an edate, for the fupport of his dignity. 
This, however, was nothing more than an affign- 
nient on the revenues of the crown, arifing from 
a ipecilied trail of land in a diftricl, named in 
the body of the grant. The grantee had no bufi- 
nefs with tlie tenants, as he never refided on the 
ell ate allotted for his fubfidence. He fent his 
agent every feafon to the public officers of the 
d iiir iil; and his receipt to them, for his allow­
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ance, was received by the Dewan, as a part of 
the Imperial revenue. No conditions of fervice, 
none for the maintenance of troops, was annexed 
to this grant. Thefe are the fables of men who 
carried the feudal ideas of Europe into their re­
lation of the Hate of' India. The armies of the 
empire were paid out of the public treafury.
Every province had its particular eftablifhment 
of troops, which the governors were impowered 
to augment in times of rebellion and commo­
tion.

During the domination of the houfe of Timur, tenures 
there was no transferable landed property in 
Hindoftan ; excepting gardens, orchards, houfes, 
and fome fmall portions of ground, in the envi­
rons of great cities, for which merchants and 
wealthy tradefmen had obtained particular grants, 
diftinguilhed by the name of Pottas. This fpe- 
cies of property was repeatedly fecured by gene­
ral e d ifts , for the encouragement of building, 
for the accommodation of citizens, and the im­
provement of towns. Grants of this kind did 
not always proceed from the crown. The go­
vernors of provinces were impowered to iffue 
Pottas, under certain limitations and reftriftions : 
the principal one of which was, that the ufual 
rent of the ground Ihould be paid regularly by 
the proprietor, to the collectors of the Imperial 
revenue.

Tenures of other various kinds were common under the 
in Bengal, as well as in the other provinces 0f  -raPire- 
the empire. An alignment was frequently 
granted, upon a fpecified traft of land, for the 
difcharge of a certain fum ; and when the fum 
was paid, the affignment expired. Particular 
farms were burdened with penfions, called Al- 
tutnga, to holy men and their defcendants, with­
out their ever having any concern in the ma-
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nagement of the lands. The defpot referved the 
people entire to himfelf, and eftablilhed his power 
by preventing oppreffion. Certain imports were 
alfo appropriated for the maintenance of Mullas, 
or prierts, for the fupport of places of worfhip, 
public  ̂ fchools, inns, highways, and bridges. 
Thefe imports were laid by the receiver-general 
of the revenue, upon the different hufbandmen, 
in proportion to the rent which they paid; and 
the tax was diftinguifhed by the name of the im- 
pofitions of the Dewan.

Civil Officers and Courts of JuJlice.

limited ftates fubjeft to defpotifm, the Iegiflative,
the judicial and executive powrer are verted in the 
prince, rle is the aftive principle which exifts 
in the center of the machine, and gives life and 
motion to all its parts. His authority and confe- 
quence, however, depend, in a great meafure, 
on the degree in which he communicates his 
power to his officers. If he gives them all his 
authority, the reverence for his perfon is loft in 
the fplendor of his deputies. If he beftows only 
a hnail part of his power on his fervants, that 
terror, which is the foundation of his govern­
ment, is removed from the minds of his fubieds; 
and a door is opened for commotion, licentiouf- 
neis, and crimes. The emperors of India, of 
the houfe of Timur, had, for two centuries, the 
goo ortune to clothe their officers with that 
» appy medium ol authority which was fufficient 
to govern without the power of oppreffing the 
body of the people.

Moguls!11* , } 1)8 ^^potifm o f Hindortan, it ought to be 
omerved, was never a government of mere ca- 
pnee and whim. I he Mahonimedans carried in-
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to their conquefts a code of laws which circum- 
fcribed the will of the prince. The principles and 
precepts of the Coran, with the commentaries 
upon that book, form an ample body of laws, 
which the houfe of Timur always obferved; and 
the practice of ages had rendered fome ancient 
ufages and edicts fo facred in the eyes of the peo­
ple, that no prudent monarch would chufe to vi­
olate either by a wanton a£t of power. It was, 
befides, the policy of the prince, to protect the 
people from the oppreffivenefs of his fervants. 
Rebellion fprung always from the great; and it 
ivas neceffary for him to fecure a party againft 
their ambition, among the low.

The Imperial governor of a province, known N abob! 

by the corrupted name of.Nabob, in the Eaft as 
well as in Europe, was an officer of high dignity 
and authority; but his power, though great, 
was far from being unlimited and beyond con- 
trou l. He conferred titles below the rank of an 
Omrah; he was permitted to grant eftates till 
they fhould be confirmed by the crown- He ap­
pointed and difmiffed at pleafure all officers both 
civil and military, excepting a few, whom we 
fhall have oecafion to mention, who afted by 
commiffion, under the feal of the empire; and 
fome of thefe, upon mifbehaviour, he could fuf- 
pend till the emperor’s pleafure was known. He 
let the lands to the general fanners, in conjunc­
tion with the Dewan; but he bore no part in the 
colledfion of the revenue, but by aiding the Im­
perial officers with the military power. The 
Omrahs, who ferved under him in the army,' 
having generally, on account of the convenience, 
their allowance from the emperor on the rents 
of the province, he had the power, for difobe- 
dience or notorious crimes, to fufpend them from 
their Jagieers, until he fhould receive an anfwer
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from court, where the difpute was examined in 
the cabinet. In matters of juftice, there refted 
an appeal to his tribunal, from the Cazi, or chief- 
juftice, though he feldom chofe to reverfe the de­
crees o f that judge. Difputes where property 
was not concerned, and where the eftablifhed 
laws had made no provifion, were fettled by his 
authority; but he was inftruCted at his peril not 
to turn the fubjeCts o f the empire out of the 
lands, tenements, or houfes, which they them- 
felves either poffelfed or built, or which defcended 
to them from their anceftors.

Dswan.  ̂ The Dewan was the officer next in dignity to 
tne viceroy, in the province. He derived his 
commiffton from the emperor, as receiver-general 
o f the revenue. His office was altogether con- 
nned to the adminiftrarion and collection o f the 
Imperial rents and taxes. He correfponded with 
the minifter; he audited the accounts of the go­
vernor; and as he had entire to himfelf the 
charge and difpofal o f the public money, he 
nught, for good reafons, refufe to difcharge any 
extraordinary and unprecedented expences; or 
to lime out pay to new troops, railed without ap- 
parent neceffity. He prefided in the office called 
Dafter Ah, or over all the Mutafiddies, or clerks 
ot tne cheque; the Canongoes, or public regift. 
ters; Crones, or collectors of the larger dif- 
tritts; Fufildars, or collectors of the leffer dif- 
tncts; -^otadars, or treafurers; Chowdries, or 
cmeis of diftriCts; Muckuddums, or head-men 
ot villages; and in general over all the officers of 
tne Imperial revenue.

CrGne' t • I he,Cron.e ,°.f  everY Pergunna or larger dif- 
tiidt, derived his commiffion from the emperor, 

fis. oHlce’ though in miniature, was the exad 
counterpart of the Dewan; being the receiver- 
general o f the county, i f  the name may be ufed,

as



as the former was of the whole province. He 
was immediately accountable to the Dewan, in 
whofe office he palled his accounts. He produced 
the receipts of the Fotadar or treafurer of the 
Pergunna or diftriH, for the fums which he had 
paid into that officer’s hands, from the collections 
made by the Fufildars, who, in the fubdivifions 
of the Pergunna, held offices, each of which was 
a counterpart of his own.

The Carcun of the larger didrifts was an officer Carcun. 
.commiffioned by the emperor, to fettle all matters 
and difputes between the tenants and the officers 
of the revenue, and to preferve the ancient ufages 
of the Pergunna. He was alfo a kind of fpy upon 
all their private as well as public tranfadlions ; he 
audited their accounts publicly, tranfmitting co­
pies of them monthly to court, attefted by the 
Sheickdars, Chowdries, and Canongoes of the 
diffiri«a. Thefe accounts being entered _ with 
great regularity in the vifier’s office at Delhi, the 
emperor had an immediate view of the collections 
in the province, before the general accounts  ̂of 
the Dewanny were adjufted ; and this was alfo a 
great check upon the office of the Dewan.

The view already prefented of the mode of col- 
leCting the Imperial revenue, renders it unnecef- 
fary to defcend through all the inferior offices in 
the department of the receiver-general. The re­
venues, it mud: be obferved, were never trans­
mitted entire to the Imperial treafury in the capi- 

. tal of the province, much lefs into that of the 
empire. The expences incurred in every didr id  
were deducted from the receipts of the l'otadar 
or treafurer of the didriCt ; and the difburfements 
of the province in general from thofe of the 
Dewan. The Surplus alone, which was more or 
lefs according to accident, found its way to the 
Imperial exchequer. The edimates of the Impe­
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rial revenues are, therefore, not the fums received 
in the exchequer at Delhi, but the grofs collec­
tions in every province.

C hief-ju t- The courts of juftice in Bengal, diftinguiffied 
t|c,e* by the general name of Cutcherries, were of va­

rious kinds. They generally received their defig- 
nation from the officer who prefided in each, or 
•within whofe jurifdi&ion they were comprehended. 
The Author of the Enquiry is not fully informed 
concerning the powers of the different judges, or 
the mode of proceeding in their courts. There 
arofe a chain of appeal from the lowefl to the 
highelt. An a&ion might be removed from any 
of the courts below before the Cazi of the pro- 

I vince, commonly called Daroga Adalit, or chief-
juftice; and from him there lay an appeal to the 
tribunal of the viceroy.

Jud ges. Inferior judges were appointed by an Imperial 
commiffion, in every large diftrifl:, and in every 
confiderable city, with whom appeals refted, from 
the courts in the country, and from the decifions 
of Cutwals, or mayors of towns. Thefe Cazis, 
or judges, were veiled with power to fummon 
before them all perfons, to examine records, 
public regifters, grants, and witneffes. They 
were, at their peril, to pafs judgment imparti­
ally, according to the laws of the Coran, and the 
canons and regulations of the empire. They 
were impowered to make and diffolve marriages, 
to execute contra&s of every kind between indi­
viduals, to infli£t punilhments, which did not ex- • 
tend to either life or limb. They took cogni­
zance of all riots, diforders, and tumults; and 
they were denominated the general guardians of 
the morals of the people. They were provided 
with an eftablilhment of clerks, regifters, and 
officers of the court. They paffed judgment in a 
fummary manner, and their legal fees were one

fourth



fourth of the matter in difpute, equally levied 
upon the plaintiff and defendant. This regulati­
on was intended to prevent vexatious law-fuits, 
as well as to bring them to a fpeedy iffue. Dur­
ing the vigour of the Mogul empire, capital pu- 
nifhments were hardly known in India. When 
a crime which merited death was committed, the 
Cazi, after a full proof of the fa£t, by witneffes, 
pronounced fentence againft the guilty perfon; 
but, without the confirmation of the viceroy, it 
could not be put in execution. Though the em­
pire fometimes abounded with treafon, it was ne­
ver punifhed but in the field.

In each fubdivifion of the Pergunna or difhift, .
fubjefl: to the jurifdi&ion of the Cazi or judge, 
there was an inferior officer called a Chowdri, 
fimilar to our juftiee of the peace. Every village 
had its chief-man, who was the eonftable of his 
own department. A Fogedar was, properly 
fpeaking, the commander of the troops, in every 
military ffation. He fometimes farmed the land? 
in the neighbourhood; and being the immediate 
reprefentative of the viceroy, he was confidered 
as the principal officer in his diftrift. But he 
did not fit in judgment, the civil being always 
kept diftin£t from the military department, under 
the government of the Moguls, as long as it re­
tained its vigour. The Zemindars, or general j
farmers, Were fometimes entrufted with the com­
mand of the troops in their own diflridts; but in 
their courts they decided only upon trivial dif* 
putes between the inferior hulbandmen.—-Such 
was the government of Bengal, under the empire 
of the houfe of Tiinur.

Revents



Revenue and Commerce.

Reveniip A BRIEF, but it is hoped a comprehenfive, idea 
ofR'" l being given, in the preceding feftion, of the go- 
and Behar. vernment of Bengal under the Imperial houfe of - 

Timur, the Author of the Enquiry will proceed 
to explain the Revenues and Commerce of that 
once flourifhing and opulent kingdom. In the 
reign of the emperor Jehangire, the revenues of 
the provinces of Bengal and Behar, both which, 
for the fake of brevity, we comprehend under the 
name of the former, amounted to £.2,796,719 13 2 
Under his grandfon Aurungzebe

they encreafed to - - - 2,911,866 7 6

Mahommed Shuffia, who wrote an abridgment 
of the Hiftory of the Empire, from the death of 
the illuftrious Akbar to the fatal invafion of Nadir 
Shaw, where he mentions the provinces which 
revolted during the indolent reign of Mahommed 
Shaw, eftimatts the revenues of Bengal at fixty 
crores of Dams, or one crore and fifty lacks of 
roupees, which fum is equal to £ .  1,875,000 
The revenues of Behar, according 

to the fame waiter, amounted to 
forty-five crores of Dams, or 1,406,250

£ •  3>2 8 i,2 50
undeTthe ^ aPPears? fr°m the above calculation, that the 
empire, revenues of Bengal had been gradually increafing, 

in the progrefs of the empire, through time. 
Ihey continued ftill to increafe, under the re­
volted Nabobs, fome of whom brought into their 
treafury four millions of our money, but not with­
out diftreffing the fubjeft, and plundering him of a 
part of his wealth. It may be neceffary to repeat 
an obfervation, already made, that not above

half



half the fum raifed upon the people came into 
the coffers of government. The exa£t fum trans­
mitted annually to Delhi, before the diffolution 
of the empire, is not eafy to afcertain ; but we 
can form fome judgment of the amount, from the 
ruinous policy of the Imperial court, when its an­
cient vigour began to decline. The provinces of 
Bengal and Behar, during fome years of indo­
lence and debility, were farmed out to the vice­
roys, who paid into the treafury, one million two 
hundred and forty-nine thoufand nine hundred 
and ninety-nine pounds, feventeen Ihillings and 
Sixpence of our money.

This fum, it is fuppofed, was a medium ffruck, Sl!n’ an'  
upon an average or years, or the money remitted muted to 
to the treafury at Delhi, when the empire retained DalhV 
its force. But this ftipulated revenue, as might 
have been forefeen, was never regularly paid.
The viceroys acquired an independent power, by 
a regulation which threw the whole management 
o f the province into their hands, without con- 
troul; and the vigour of the Imperial government, 
in proportion, declined. The country profited, 
however, by the refra&orinefs of its governor ; i f  
his avarice prompted him to raife more on the 
fubjeft, the latter was more able than before to 
pay the additional import, from the revenue being 
kept and expended in the province Bengal began 
to flourilh, under an additional load of oppreffion.
It yielded more to a fevere Nabob, than to the 
milder government of the empire; and being re­
lieved from an annual drain o f fpecie to Delhi, it 
became opulent under a degree o f rapine.

Though defpotifm is not the moil; favourable Commerce 
government for commerce, it flourifbed greatly in ° ‘ 
Bengal, under the ftrict juftice o f the houfe 
o f Timur. Senfible of the advantages which 
they themfelves would derive from a free commer­
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cial intercourfe between their fubje&s, they were 
invariably the protestors of merchants. The mi­
litary ideas which they brought from Tartary, 
prevented the principal fervants of the crown 
from engaging in trade; and, therefore, mono­
polies of every kind were difcouraged, and al- 
nioft unknown. N o government in Europe was 
ever more fevere againft foreflaliing and regrating, 
than was that of the Moguls in India, with regard 
to all the branches o f commerce. A  fmall duty 
was raifed by the crown ; but this was amply re­
paid, by the never-violated fecurity given to the 
merchant.

Seegak Bengal, from the mildnefs of its climate, the 
fertility of its foil, and the natural induftry o f the 
Hindoos, was always remarkable for its com­
merce. The eafy communication by water from 
place to place, facilitated a mercantile intercourfe 
among the inhabitants. Every village has its ca­
nal, every Pergunna its river, and the whole 
kingdom the Ganges, which, falling, by various 
mouths, into the bay o f Bengal, lays open the 
ocean for the export o f commodities and manu­
factures. A  people, from an inviolable prejudice 
o f religion, abftemious, were averfe to luxury 
themfelves; and the wants of nature were fupplied 
a 1 molt fpontaneoully by the foil and climate. The 
lance of trade, therefore, was, againft all nations, 
in favour or Bengal ; and it was the fink where 
gold and filver difappeared, without the leaft 
profpedt of return.

Se'Tn hs the Eu.roPean nations carried chiefly on their
favour. commerce with Bengal in bullion. The Dutch, 

at a medium of ten years, threw annually into the 
bofomofthat kingdom, in bullion £ .  475,000 
ih e  Englilh * 192,500
The French, Danes, and Portuguefe - 250,000 
The exports of Bengal to the gulphs of 

Perfia and Arabia, were very greats
She



She fupplied Arabia, Perfia, Turkey, £ .
Georgia, Armenia, and the ltffer 
Afia with her manufa&ures, and 
brought home annually, into her 
coffers, of gold - - 375,000

Her trade in opium and piece goods to 
the eaftern kingdoms of Alia, to the 
Malayan and Philippine iflands, 
brought yearly a ballance in her fa­
vour of - - 150,00*

The inland trade of Bengal, with the
Upper Hindoftan and Alfam - 250,000

The coafting-trade with the coafts of
Coromandel and Malabar - , .■ i6o,oo»

£, 1,852,500

The above eftimate is made defignedly low; obferva- 
for were we to argue from general principles, a tlons’ 
greater fum mult have been imported annually 
into Bengal. The twelve hundred and fifty 
thoufand pounds remitted annually to Delhi, 
never returned into the province, and, as there 
were no mines wrought in the country, the fur- 
plus o f the revenue muft have proceeded from 
the balance of trade. Coin, it is well known, lofes 
greatly by friCtion, where little alloy is mixed with 
the filver, and where the want of paper-currency 
makes the circulation extremely rapid. It lofes 
alfo by re-coinage, which happened annually un­
der the empire in Bengal. The practice of con­
cealing and burying treafure, which the terrors 
of defpotifm introduced, has occafioned a confi- 
derable lofs, befides the quantitiy of filver and 
gold ufed in rich manufactures. Thefe various 
Ioffes could be only repaired by a favourable ba­
lance of trade ; and the fum which we have flated 
above, would barely fupply the wafte.

State



State of Bengal under the revolted Nabobs.

Gradual TH O U G H  the caufes which broke the empire 
decline were obvious, the decline of the power of the, 

houfe of Timur was gradual and imperceptible. 
The feeds of decay were long fown before they 
v/ere brought to an enormous growth, by the in­
dolence of Mahommed Shaw. Had even the 
Perfian invafion never happened, the fabric which 
Baber raifed in India was deftined to fall to ruin. 
The abilities of Aurungzebe, by eftablifhing half 
a century of domeftic tranquillity in his domini­
ons, broke the fpirifc o f his fubjefts, whilft that of 
the Imperial family declined. The diftant pro­
vinces obeyed the mandates of the court, through 
habit, more than through fear of its refentment 
and power ; and governors, though deftitute of 
ambition, found, in their own indolence, an ex- 
cufe for their inattention to commands which 
could not be inforced with rigour, 

of the paw- The intrigues of the two Seids at the court of 
Delhi, who raifed and removed monarchs at plea- 
fure, weakened that refpeft for the houfe of 
Timur which bound the allegiance of the fubje£t, 
even after their mildnefs had degenerated into 
indolence.  ̂ Every month brought intelligence 

•into the diftant provinces of the murder o f one 
prince, whilft another was placed on a throne, 
ftill warm with his predeceffor’s blood. The veil 
which hid defpotifm from the eyes of the people, 
was rent in twain; monarchs became puppets, 
which the minifter moved at pleafure, and even 
men, who loved flavery on its own account, 
knew mot to what quarter to turn their political 
devotion. The viceroys, under a pretence of 
an unfettled fucceffion, retained the revenues of 
the provinces; and,’ with fpecious profefiions of

loyalty



loyalty for the Imperial family, they became 
polite rebels againft its authority.

Through this debility in the Imperial line, a 0[ * e ™ -  
new fpecies of government rofe in various pro- p'Le" 
vinces o f India. The viceroys, though they af- 
fumed the ftate of princes, were ftillthe h u m b l e  
s l a v e s  of fome defolate monarch, who fat with­
out either power or dignity in the midlt of the 
ruins o f Delhi. They governed the people in his 
name, but they liftened not to his commands.
He even became an inftrument of oppreffion in 
their hands; and they fandtified the mod unpo­
pular o f their meafures by inducing the prince to 
pafs, in their own cabinet, regulatidns, which 
originated under the feals o f the empire. In- 
ftead of a revenue, they remitted to him bribes; 
and the neceffity of his fituation reduced him into 
a tool, to the very rebels who had ruined his 

• power.
This mock form of an empire continued for E fffca  

many years ; and fome provinces are ftill govern­
ed through the medium of a monarch that only 
fubfifts in his name. But though the Nabobs 
affirmed that they had ftill an emperor, the peo­
ple found, in their oppreffions, that there was 
none. The check which the terror of complaints 
to Delhi had laid formerly on the conduct of the 
viceroys, was now removed ; and the officers of 
the crown who had been placed between the fub- 
jedt and the governor, were difcontinued or de­
prived o f their power. The inferior tenants, in- 
ftead of being fupported by the Imperial colledtors 
of the revenue againft the avarice o f the general 
farmers, were fubmitted, without redrefs, to the 
management of the latter, and were confidered 
by him as a kind of property.

The ufurpation of Aliverdi introduced, more ip diffoiu- 
than thirty years ago, the above-defcribed form o f tim

government



government into Bengal. The fame policy was 
continued by his fucceffors. They owned the em­
peror of Delhi for their fovereign, but they go­
verned the country, and colleded its revenues 
for themfelves. The interpofition of the crown 
being removed, the independent Nabobs, who 
fucceeded one another either by force or intrigue, 
adopted a more fimple, but a more impolitic mode 
of colleding the rents and imports, than that 
which had been praftifed by the houfe of Timur. 
1 he lands were let from year to year to Zemindars, 
who were accountable for the rents to the treafury, 
and the former officers of the revenue, though not 
annihilated, pofleffed neither emolument nor 
power.

onttepro- An intimate knowledge of the country, how- 
ever, enabled the Nabobs to prevent their govern­
ment from degenerating into abfolute oppref- 
ffon. They had fenfe enough to fee, that their 
own power depended upon the profperity o f their 
fubjeds ; and their refidence in the province gave 
them an opportunity of doing juftice with more 
expedition and precifion than it ŵ as done in the 
times of the empire. The complaints of the injur­
ed, from a pofleflion of the means of information, 
were better underftood. The Nabobs w7ere lefs re- 
ftrided than formerly, in infliding neceffary pu- 
nifhments; and, as they were accountable to no fu- 
perior for the revenue, they had it in their power to 
remit unjuft debts and taxes, which could not be 
borne. The miferies of Bengal, in fhort, were 
referved for other times. Commerce, manufac­
tures, and agriculture, were encouraged ; for it was 
not then the maxim to take the honey, by de» 
flroying the fwarm.

«fBfi>gaJ. The folly of the prince had no deftruclive ef- 
fed on the profperity o f the people. The Nabobs, 
carrying down, through their own independent

government,



government, the idea o f the mild defpotifm of 
the houfe o f Timur, feemed to mark out to the 
people certain lines, which they themfelves did 
not chufe either to overleap, or deftroy. Many 
now in Britain were eye-witnefles o f the truth of 
this affertion. We appeal to the teftimony of 
thofe who marched through Bengal after the death 
of Surage-ul-Dowla, that, at that time, it was 
one of the richeft, mod populous, and belt cul­
tivated-kingdoms in the world. The great men 
and merchants were wallowing in wealth and 
luxury ; the inferior tenants and the manufaftu- 
rers were bleffed with plenty, content, and eafe.
But the cloud which has fmce obfcured this fun- 
fhine was near.

When the troubles, which ended by putting Brief reca- 
Bengal into the hands of the Company, find arofe, Pituidtlot* 
Surage-ul-Dowla, a very young and inconfiderate 
prince, was Nabob of the three provinces. The 
good fortune which had at fir ft forfaken us, re­
turned to our arms ; and, by the affiffance or 
rather opportune treachery o f Jaffier, one of his 
generals, be was depofed and murdered. We 
raifed the Traitor, as a reward for his convenient 
treafon, to a throne ftill warm with the blood of 
his lord ; and the meafure feemed to be juftified, 
by our apparent inability o f retaining the coti- 
quered province in our own hands.

The fortune of Jaffier, however, did not long of id 
with hold her frowns. Though he had treachery 
enough to ruin his mafter, he was deftitmeof abi- f 
lities to reign in his place. His weaknefs became 
an excufe for a revolution, which had been medi­
tated on other grounds; and Caffim Ali, Jaffier’s 
fon-in-law, an intriguing politician, was inverted 
with the dignity'and power o f his father. If Jaf­
fier was weak, Caffim had too good parts to be 
permitted to govern Bengal-, He was depofed,

and
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and his predeceffbr reinftated in his place. This 
farce in politics was adopted as a precedent. A 
governor, without a revolution in the date of 
Bengal, could not anfvver to himfelf for idling 
away his time.

t i'e revo- The civil wars, to which a violent defire of 
creating Nabobs gave rife, were attended with 
tragical events. The country was depopulated by 
every fpecies of public diftrefs. In the fpace of 
fix years, half the great cities o f an opulent 
kingdom were rendered defolate ; the mofl fertile 
fields in the world lay wafte ; and five millions of 
harmlefs and induftrious people were either ex­
pelled or deflroyed. Want of forefight became 
more fatal than innate barbarifm ; and men 
found themfelves wading through blood and ruin, 
when their objedt was only fpoil. But this is not 
the time to rend the veil which covers our politi­
cal tranfa&ions in Alia.

S T A T E
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U N D E R  T H E

EAST-1NDIA COMPANY.

Obfervations on the Treaty fo r  the Dewanny.

.^AlN  ample field lay open before us; but we Refkai- 
have appropriated revolution and war to hiftory. ° ns- 
The prelent difquifition is of an inferior kind ; an 
enquiry, which means not to irritate, but to re­
form. Let it fuffice to fay, that Bengal fuffered 
from difturbances and violent meafures ; and that 
Fortune, though unfavourable, was lefs fatal, than 
the rapacity ol avaricious men. Peculiarly un­
happy, an unwarlike but induftrious people, were 
fubdued by a fociety whofe bufinefs was commerce.
A  barbarous enemy may flay a proflrate foe ; but 
a civilized conqueror can only ruin nations with­
out the fword. Monopolies and an exclu > e trade 
joined ifiue with additional taxations ; the unfor­
tunate were deprived'of the means, whillt tue 
demands upon them were, with peculiar abiurdi- 
ty, increafed.

But to wander no farther into declamation : obfervati- 
though the misfortunes of Bengal began wnn tee ons- 
revolutions and changes which fucceeded the dc ttii 
of Surage-ul-Dowla, the fyltem which advances 
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dill with hafty flrides, to the complete ruin of that 
once opulent province, was eftabliffied feveral 
years after that event. A noble governor fcnt to 
command in Bengal, by the baft India Company, 
arrived in that kingdom in the May of 1765. 
The expulfion of the Nabob Caflirn Ali, and the 
reduction of Suja-ul-Dowla, by our arms, had 
enabled the fervants of the Company to eftablifh 
peace, upon their own terms. The treaty which 
they concluded was abfurd ; and had it been lefs 
exceptionable, it would not probably have pleated 
a man, who went not to India to be idle.

°» th® The various revolutions of Fortune, which had 
fubjefted feveral o f the richeft provinces of India 
to the Company’s fervants, threw the undoubted 
heir of the Mogul empire into their hands. The 
governor availed himfelf o f this circumftance. 
Other Nabobs had converted the unfortunate 
prince into a tool ; and it was now the turn of our 
governor to do the fame, for the benefit of his 
conflituents. Confcious of his power over the empe­
ror, and having the abfolute dire&ion of a Nabob, 
who owed his elevation to the governor, himfelf, 
and to his own crimes, he threw afide the former 
treaty. A perpetual commiffion for the office of 
Dewan, or receiver-general of the revenues of Ben­
gal, Behar, and Oriffa was obtained, from S haw  
A i .j .u m , for the Company. The office of perpe­
tual Nabob might have been as eafily obtained ; 
but the former balanced a thoufand difadvantages, 
by rendering the nature of the tenure perplexed.

*:1 confederation of the Imperial mandate, which, 
v uh the revenues, conferred the government of 
Bengal for ever on the Company, Shaw Allum 
was to receive an annual pen'ion of three hun­
dred and twenty-five thoufand pounds. The an­
nuity w?as moderate to the lineal fucceffor of 
lim ur, He was, at the fame time, guaranteed

in



in the poffeffion of the province of Allahabad ; 
and thus a kind of provifion was made for a 
prince, who retained nothing of what belonged 
to his illuftrious anceftors, except the empty title 
of Emperor of Hindoftan. This treaty, however, 
though it dazzled with its fplendor, was neither 
folid nor advantageous in itfelf. The emperor, 
inltead of being placed at Allahabad, ought to 
poflfefs the province out of which his pretended . 
vifier Suja-u!-Dowla, had been recently driven; 
or Ibould that meafure be fuppofed to inveft him 
with dangerous power, the territories of Bulwant 
Singh, equal in revenue to Allahabad, might 
have been conferred upon him. The Company, 
being then in poffeffion of ail thefe provinces, 
might, by its fervants, have adopted either of 
thefe fyftems.

To the firft meafure there are no well- Shaw At- 
founded obje&ions, and many advantages m ightlum* 
be derived from it. The fum of three hundred 
and twenty-five thoufand pounds might have been 
annually faved, which fum is now fent to a dis­
tant province, from whence it never returns.
This latter circumftance is of more real preju­
dice to Bengal and the affairs of the Compa­
ny, than i f  half the revenues of the province had 
been given to the emperor, upon condition of his 
keeping his court in that country. Had Shaw 
Allum been put in poffeffion of the dominions of 
Suja-ul-Dowla, the natural inaftivityof his difpofiti- 
on, and the extraordinary expence and magnifi­
cence, which he is, in fome meafure, obliged 
to fupport, would have prevented him from 
being fo dangerous a neighbour as even Suja- 
ul-Dowla. The whole empire was in a ffate ot 
rebellion; and we were only from convenience 
his friends.

E 2 Arguments



fortheUe- Arguments crowd in to fupport this pofition ; 
wanny. but there are ft ill ;monger reafons for placing the 

emperor in the * erritories of Bui want Singh. His 
rebelence, in fuch a cafe might have been fixed 
at Patna or Mongeer; and our army, inftead of 
being cantoned at Allahabad and Cora, two hun­
dred miles from the frontier of our provinces, 
might have remained in Patna, in the center of 
our dominions. Bengal, had this meafure been 
adopted, inftead o f lofing the penfion paid to the 
emperor, and the enormous expence of a brigade 
in a foreign country, would have been enriched 
by the greater part o f the revenues of the territo­
ries of Bulwant Singh ; for which he had paid 
twenty-two lacks o f roupees to Suja-ul-Dowla, 
though in reality he collected double that fum up­
on the fubjeft.

i ts  lots and The latter pofition will appear more obvious
cnee from the following fiate. Bengal, had the mea­

fure been adopted, would annually have faved, 
The penfion paid to the emperor, 325,000
The expence of a brigade, - 187,500
Twenty lacks from the territories of

Bulwant Singh fpent at Patna, 250,000

762,500

to the This meafure alone, we mav venture to affirm,
Company. wouj(j bave preferved Bengal in a flourifhing con­

dition, in fpite of avarice and mifmanagement. 
It would, at the fame time, have been attended 
with many falutary effeds in our political fyftem 
in India. The emperor would have been more 
immediately under our eye ; for though he at 
prefent labours under an eclipfe, he may, fome 
time or other, fhine forth like a comet," in the 
hands of an ambitious and able man. We are 
now obliged to proted and fupport him, under

manifeft



manifeft difad vantages- His territories border on 
the Mahrattors, Jates, and Rohillas ; and he is 
under a perpetual apprehenfion from thefe nations.
Had the meafure, the advantages of which we 
have defcribed, been taken, Suja ul Dowla would 
have come in between him and thefe powers; but, 
at prefent, our army at Allahabad becomes a 
fecurity to that prince; whofe apprehenfions 
would otherwife have induced him to adhere more 
firmly than he now fhews an inclination, to his 
treaty with the Company.

State of Commerce in Bengal, under the Company.

T H E profperity and opulence which Bengal en- O bferrati- 

joyed during the government o f the houfe of Ti- ons on the 
mur, and even under the revolted viceroys, pro­
ceeded from her lucrative commerce, as much as 
from the fertility of her foil. Rich in the induftry 
of her inhabitants, fire became independent of the 
partial rapine of impolitic governors, who plun­
dered only to fquander away. The money, which 
enter cd ’>v injustice at one door o f the treafury, 
was carried out at another by luxury. The court 
o f the Nabob was the heart, which only received 
the various currents of wealth, to throw it with 
vigour, through every vein of the kingdom.

W e may date the commencement of decline, prefent 
from the day on which Bengal fell under the do- o f  Bengal! 

minion of foreigners; who were more anxious 
to improve the prefent moment to their own emo­
lument, than, by providing againfl wade, to fe- 
cure a permanent advantage to the Britifh nation.
With a peculiar want of forefight, they began to 
drain the refervoir, without turning into it any 
ftream to prevent it from being exhaufled. From 
obfervation, we defcend to fa£ts.

The



The annual inveftments of the 
Company, for which no fpecie 

s> is received, amounts, at an ave­
rage of ten years, to - jT. 927,500

Thofe of the Dutch, for which the 
fervants of the Company take 
bills on Europe, for remitting 
fortunes acquired in Bengal, 200,000

Thofe of the French, paid for to 350,000
the natives, in the fame way ,

Thofe of the Portuguefe and Danes, 100,000

, . £ •  1’ 577>5° °
Bengal, it fhall hereafter appear, to

replace all this wafte, fcarce annu­
ally receives in bullion, - 100,000

She lofes, therefore, yearly, t o ------------
Europe, - - £ . 1,477,500

C a u fe o f The above eftimate of the exports of Bengal, 
-.sdê .me for which {lie receives no fpecie, is formed on the 

prime coil of her manufa&ures. The balance 
againft her comprehends the favings of the Com­
pany on the revenue, the value of Britiih exports, 
the private fortunes of individuals, which center 
in tins kingdom. This ruinous commerce with 
Europe is not balanced, by a lucrative intercourfe 
with the various hates of Afia. The increafe of 
the demand for the manufactures of Bengal, for 
our markets here, and the revolutions which 
fhootc and greatly depopulated that kingdom, have 
raifed the price of goods. The demand would, 
upon this head, fink in proportion in the Eaft ; 
but befides, the internal hate of the various coun­
tries, which formerly exchanged bullion for the 
goods of Bengal, has-been long unfavourable to 
foreign commerce.

- I * * ; ;  Perfia, about thirty years ago a great and a 
&5 ‘ ’ fiourifhing empire, has been torn to pieces, and

alrnoft



y

almod depopulated by the cruelties of Nadir Shaw ; 
and, fmcehisairaxTination,by unremitting civil wars.
The few inhabitants, who efcaped the rage of the 
fword, fit down in the midd o f poverty. Georgia 
and Armenia, who lhared in the troubles of Per- 
fia, lhare alfo her untoward fate. Indigence has 
fhut up the doors of commerce ; vanity has dif- 
appeared with wealth, and men content them- 
felves with the coarfe manufactures of their native 
countries. The Turkifh empire has long declined 
on its fouthern and ealtern frontiers. Egypt re­
belled : Babylonia, under its Balha, revolted.
The didrafted hate of the former has almolt (hut 
up the trade, by caravans, from Suez to Cairo ; 
from the latter of which, the manufactures o f 
Bengal were conveyed by fea to all the ports of 
the Ottoman dominions.

The rapacity of the Balha of Bagdat, which is Sy ria , B a -  

encreafed by the neceffity of keeping a great Hand- u'vlonia» 
ing force to fupport his ufurpation, has environed 
with terror the wails of Buifora, which circum- 
ftance has almolt annihilated its commerce with 
Syria. Scarce a caravan palfes from the gulph o f 
Perfia to Aleppo once in two years ; and v hen it 
does, it is but poor and fmall. Formerly, in 
every feafon, feverai rich and numerous caravans 
crolfed the defart to Syria ; but the few that ven- 

* ture at prefent, being too weak to proteCf them- 
felves againlt the wandering Arabs, are dopt by 
every tribe, and are obliged to purchafe fafety 
with exorbitant duties. Trade is in a manner 
unknown ; the merchants o f Bulibra are ruined; 
and there were, lad year, in the warehoufes o f 
that city, o f the manufactures of Bengal, to the 
value of two. hundred thoufand pounds, which 
could not be fold for half the prime cod.

The number of independent kingdoms, which the reft o f 

have darted up from the ruins o f the Mogul em- liinJoftau
pire,



pire, has almoft deftroyed the inland commerce 
of Bengal with the upper parts of Hindoftan. 
Every prince levies heavy duties upon all goods 
that pafs through his dominions. The merchants, 
who formerly came down towards the mouths of 
the Ganges to purchafe commodities, have dif- 
continued a trade, not only ruined by imports, but 
even unfafe from banditti. The province of Oud 
and A.ffam are the only inland countries with 
which Bengal drives, at prefent, any trade. The 
former has greatly the balance in its favour againft 
us of late years, from the money expended by 
feven thoufand of our own troops, which till of 
late have been ftationed in the neighbourhood 
of the dominions o f Suja-ul-Dowla, in confe- 
quence of an impolitic treaty, and to anfwer pri­
vate views. The commerce of fait, beetle-nut, 
and tobacco, with Affam, is almoft balanced by 
the quantity of filk, Mugadutties and lack, which 
we receive from that kingdom in return. ' 

and the re- The trade of Bengal, with the kingdoms and 
e after 11̂  iflands of the eaftern Alia, ftili continues in fome de-
A fia. gree; but it has been long on the decline. The coaft-

ing trade with the maritime provinces of Hindoftan 
has, upon various accounts, decayed. W e may 
venture to affirm, upon the whole, that the ba­
lance in favour of Bengal, from all its Afiatic 
commerce, exceeds not annually one hundred 
thoufand pounds. The council of Calcutta have 
calculated it at lefs than half that fum. They 
eftimated, in the year 1768, the importation of 
bullion into Bengal, for the fpace of four years, 
at fifteen lacks of roupees ; which amounts annu­
ally to forty-fix thoufand pounds of our money. 
But the caufe of this decay lies more in negligence, 
than in the prefent rtate of the maritime regions 

. and iflands beyond the eaftern mouth of the Gan­
ges.

To



To draw a conclufion from the obfervations Estimate 
made: Though Bengal, by her induftry, yields to of the lofs 
Europe, of manufactures, to the annual amount of 
one million five hundred and feventy-feven thou- 
fand five hundred pounds, for which the receives 
nothing ; yet, if the balance o f her trade with 
Alia amounts to one hundred thoufand pounds, 
fhe may ftill continue to flourilh under a proper 
fyftem of internal regulation. The paradox is 
hitherto fupportable by argument and proof ; but 
there ftill remain heavy articles to be brought into 
the account againft Bengal. Some of the articles, 
from their complicated nature, muft be ftated 
from opinion: Others reft on incontrovertible 
fadls. The eftimate o f the firft fhall be made as 
low as poffible: The latter are eftablilhed be­
yond the power of cavil itfelf.
The fpecie carried from Bengal by offpec;e

the expelled Nabob, Caflim A li, to Bengal,
is fuppofed to amount to £ .  1,250,000

Specie carried away by men o f pro­
perty, who have deferted the 
kingdom fince the power o f the 
company prevailed, - - 2,500,000

The expences of the war, for one 
whole year, in the dominions 
o f Suja-ul-Dowla, at five lacks 
per month; which, after de- 
du&ing fifty lacks, paid by treaty 
by that prince, amounts to - 12 ;,000

Specie fent from Bengal to pay a 
brigade, confifting o f feven thou­
fand men, ftationed for five 
years, after the peace, at Alla­
habad, at the annnal expence o f 
fifteen lacks - - 937>500

Carryover 4 ,8 12,500
the



Brought over 4,812,500
Specie fent from that kingdom to 

China and Madrafs, including 
the expences of troops on the 
coaft, detached from the efta- 
blifhment of Bengal - 1,500,000

Specie brought to England - 100,000

Exported of fpecie - - 6,412,500
Dedu£t the imports o f bullion for 

twelve years, at the annual fum 
of one hundred thoufand pounds 1,200,000

Decreafe in the fpecie of Bengal 
fince the acceffion o f the com­
pany to the dominion of that
kingdom - - 5 ,212 ,500

Herpre- This ruinous Rate of the commerce of Bengal,
pared is? by no means, exaggerated, lo  deprive every 

adversary of argument, the calculations are, by 
the Author of the Enquiry, purpofely rendered 
extremely low. A  comparative view of the for­
mer fituation of that once opulent kingdom with 
its prefent condition, will throw additional light 
on the fubjeft. In the days of the empire, the 
balance of trade for which Bengal received bul­
lion, has been eftimated at £ .  1,687,500
Deduct the annual revenue fent

in fpecie to Delhi - - 1,250,000

Yearly acquifxtion in money 437,500

■with her I he kingdom of Bengal, it appears, has not,
com m erce. in the midft of her "^fortunes, fallen off greatly 

" from her fotmer exports of manufa&ures. She 
frill fends to Europe, within one hundred and ten 

- thoufand pounds a-year of the quantity, for which
Ihe



fne received the above balance of bullion, in the 
days c f  her profperity. This, had not her fpecie 
been exported, would not have impoverilhed her.
But let us fuppofe that her whole currency amount­
ed to fifteen millions ; the entire lofs of a third 
part o f that fum muff have inevitably diftrefled 
her ; and an annual decreafe of near half a mil­
lion mull, if not prevented, in a few years, to­
tally ruin the little commerce that dill remains.
The profpedl is gloomy. The taxes mud be lef- 
fened, and the ruin, which we have brought on 
an unfortunate countfy, will recoil upon ourfelves.

To illuftrate the argument by companion. Reflea;- 
Were the paper-currency o f Great Britain to- ons on the 
tally fuppreffed, and her gold and filver currency, 
which is eftimated at feven millions, left for the 
purpofes of trade and taxation, it is evident, that 
ruinous confequences mull enfue ; but none will 
pretend to affirm, that the nation, by fuch a 
meafure, would become one farthing poorer than 
before. Trade, however, from the want of a 
fufficient quantity of the figns of wealth and pro­
perty, would be cramped in all its veins, 1 he 
interefl of money, in ipite o f laws, would rife 
to an enormous pitch. The fame want of cur­
rency would, at the fame time, become fuch a 
check upon luxury, that the price of labour, and 
efpecially of provifions, would fall, unlefs the 
latter were kept up by rigouroufly inforcing the 
prefent taxes without abatement. The price of 
provifions, in that cafe, would rife every day, 
and the poor would daily become lefs able to pur- 
chafe. The people would, in a very few years, be 
ftript of all their property, and national beggary 
would be followed by national ruin.

Bengal, from the decreafe o f her fpecie, feels, 
in fact, the miferies which we have in /peculation Bengal, 
juft defcribed. Were not her taxes inforced by

oppreffion,



oppreffion, provifions would fall in proportion to 
the decreafe of wealth ; fuppofing the number of 
inhabitants and ftate o f cultivation to continue 
the.fame. But the reverfe happens, from our en­
deavouring to keep up the revenues to their 
former pitch. The farmer cannot fell his grain 
without a price, which bears a proportion to the 
rents which he is obliged to pay, whilft his cul­
tivation decreafes for want of a fufficient (lock. 
The confutner, at the fame time, mult have food. 
I f  he is a manufacturer or labourer, he muft raife 
his goods or his wages to anfwer the price o f bread. 
The evils of a forced ftate of fociety encreafe. 
Famine, with all its horrors, enfues, and, by 
fweeping away feme millions of wretched people, 
gives, to the unhappy furvivors, the refpite o f a 
few' years,

Ob/ervations on Monopolies.

K e8 e £ti- T H E  Monopolies eftablilhed by the fervants of 
the Company in Bengal, furnilh an ample field 
for animadverfion. But other writers have alrea­
dy occupied that province. Th.e brevity which the 
Author o f the Enquiry has prtfcribed to his work, 
Induces him to pafs lightly over ground that has 
been trodden before It is fuperfluous to infill 
upon the prejudice which Monopoly has done to 
the natural rights of the natives, and to the privi­
leges which they poffefled, by prefcription, from 
Defpotifm itfelf. This part of the fubjeft has been 
handled with ability by others : we lhall flightly 
touch upon what has efcaped their obfervation.

” .£he Salt, in almoft every country, is one of the ne- 
ceflaries of life. In Bengal, which ftill contains 
near fifteen millions o f people, the confumption

of



of this article muft be very great; for, befides 
what they themfelves confume, they mix 
great quantities with the food of their cattle.
Salt is produced by filtrating the earth near the 
mouths o f the Ganges, and by then boiling the 
water which is impregnated with faline particles.
The procefs is fimple and cheap, ■ where wood for 
fuel coils nothing. The low price at which fait 
could be conveyed through all the branches of the 
Ganges, rendered it an advantageous article of 
trade with the inland ports o f Hindoftan, Great 
quantities were were fent to Benaris and Mirza- 
pour, from the markets o f which, the provinces 
Oud and Allahabad, the territories of the Raja of 
Bundela, and of all the petty princes of the king­
dom of Malava, were fupplied. This trade by a 
fociety of Monopoliits in Calcutta, was feized 
in the year 1705. Avarice got the better of pru­
dence ; and a rage .'or prefent gain cut off all fu­
ture profpedls. The article o f fait was railed two 
hundred per cent. ; and the foreign purchafers, 
finding that they could be fupplied at a much 
cheaper rate with rock-falt from the dominions o f 
the Rohillas near Delhi, this valuable commerce 
at once was loft.

Beetle-nut and Tobacco have, by the ftrength Monopo- 

of habit, become ahnoft neceflaries of life, in 
Hindoftan. The firft is produced in many parts 
of the Decan ; and the latter is cultivated over 
all the empire. There was, however, a confider- 
able exportation from Bengal in thefe articles ; 
and it, unfortunately for that country, attracted 
the notice of the Monopoliits. But, as if Mono­
polies were not fufficient to deftroy the inland 
commerce of Bengal, with the reft of Hindoftan, 
an edift was iffued, in the year 1768, prohibiting 
all the fervants of the Company, the free mer­
chants, Armenians, Portugueie, and all for eigners

whatfoever,



whatfoever, from carrying goods beyond the 
limits of our province, under the pain o f con- 
fifcation, and the fevered: puniihments infli&ed 
on their agents.

T h e  D i-  The Court of I)ire£tors, it is but juftice to de- 
clare, have invariably oppofed the above-recited 
deftrudtive monopolies. But the commands of 
fugitive and tranfient mailers are weak in oppofi- 
tion to intereft. The fluctuations in Leadenhall- 
ftreet, deprived the mandates which iffued from 
it o f ail their authority ; and the prefidency abroad 
frequently received orders, from their conftitu- 
ents at home, with the fame inattention that the 
Nizam of Golconda would pay to the Firman of 
the unfortunate Shaw Allum. ' The Directors, in 
fhort, are only to blame in an acquiefcence to a 
difobedience to the orders of their predeceflfors in 
office. Carrying frequently the animofity o f prior 
contention into their meafures, they forgot the 
attention due to their own power, in the pleafure 
o f feeing a flur thrown on that of their opponents. 
They are alfo blameable for the fufpicious veil of 
fecrecy with which they affeCt to cover their af­
fairs. The door of information is, in feme mea- 
fure, fhut up ; the inferior fervants are precluded, 
by an ill-founded fear, from laying open to them 
the {late of Government abroad, and it was per­
haps the intereft of their fuperior fervants to con­
ceal a part of the truth. Subflantial darknefs 
has by thefe means fettled on objects, which, it 
is even the intereft o f the Company, as well as 
o f the nation, fhould be known to the world.

Mode



Mode of collecting the Revenues.

T H E  princes, whom we raifed in Bengal, va- Fu<yit-we 
nilhed imperceptibly from their thrones. Light 
and unfubftantial as the lhevv o f power with which, 
as in derifton, we in veiled them, they difappear- 
ed, like Romulus, but without a ftorm. The 
benefits derived from former revolutions, created 
a love of change ; and the angel of death, if  not 
our friend, was opportune in his frequent vifits 
to the Mufnud. In the courfe of five years, three 
Nabobs expired; and the unfledged fovereign, 
who acceded to the nominal government of Ben­
gal on the March of 1770 , has enjoyed already, 
confidering the times, a long reign. Nabobs, to 
own the truth, are ufelefs ; and they are difmiifed 
to their fathers, without either ceremony or 
noife.

In the year 1765, upon the demife of J'affier, Nabobs, 
whom we had, for the firft time, raifed in 1 757 
to the government, for his convenient treachery 
to his mailer, Nijim-ul-Dowla, his fon by a com­
mon proftitute, was, in the eighteenth year o f 
his age, placed upon the throne, in the capital 
o f Murlhedabad. Soon after the acceflion of this 
prince, a noble governor, on the part of the 
Company, arrived at Calcutta, and executed the 
treaty which has furnilhed materials for a preced­
ing feflion. Mahommed Riza, a man of lefs in­
tegrity than abilities, was made prime miniller; 
adivity being a virtue more necelfary to the in­
tention of his 'creation than honelty. The wretch­
ed Nijim-ul-Dowla was a mere name; a figure 
o f Hate more defpicable, i f  pofiible, than the 
meannefs of his family and parts. The whole 
executive government turned upon Mahommed 
Riza. A  refident was fent from Calcutta to

check



check the accounts o f the nominal government; 
as if  one man, who knew very little o f the lan­
guage, manners, and opinions of the people, 
could prevent the frauds of an artful minifter, 
and ten thoufand of his dependents, verfed in the 
management of finance. The confequence might 
be forefeen with little penetration. Unable, and 
perhaps unwilling to oppofe the current, the re- 
fident fell down with the ftream, and became fo 
far a check upon Mahommed, that he appropri­
ated to himfelf a part of what the minifter might 
otherwife have thrown into his own treafure.

Maticm- Mahommed Riza, as a fmall falary o f office,
Chan. Za received annually one hundred and twelve thou­

fand five hundred pounds, with three hundred 
and feventy-five thoufand pounds a-year to be dif- 
tributed in penfions among his friends. The mi­
nifter, with his other good qualities, had no lo­
cal attachment to friends. They were o f vari­
ous complexions and religions; fair-faced Euro­
peans, as well as fwarthy Indians; and, though 
profefling Mahommedanifm himfelf, he wTas fo 
far from being an enemy to the uncircumcifed, 
that it is faid the mod of his penfions and gratui­
ties w’ere bellowed on good Chriftians born in 
Great Britain and Ireland. Mahommed, how­
ever, did not take up his whole time with adts of 
benevolence to our nation. He applied himfelf 
to bufinefs; and he was more rigid in executing 
the government which the revolted Nabobs had 
eftabliihed in Bengal, than fond of introducing 
innovations more favourable to the profperity of 
the country.

im politic  The Nabobs of Bengal, it has been already 
obferved, began the ruinous policy of farming out 
the lands annually ; leaving the wretched tenants 
to the opprdfion and tyranny of temporary Ze­
mindars. At the commencement of every year,

there



there is a general congrefs o f all the great far­
mers, at the capital of B en gal; which meeting 
is, in the language of the country, called Punea.
The object of the congrefs is to fettle the accounts 
of the former year, and to give the lands for ano­
ther, to the higheft bidder. The competition 
between the farmers is favourable to the private 
interefl o f Mahommed R iza, and his friend the 
refident; but it is deftruftive to the poor, and 
confequently to the Company’s affairs.

The charge of travelling, from the more diftant and cmel 
divifions of the province, and the expence of liv­
ing in the capital, are but a very inconfiderable 
part o f the Iofs of the farmers in this vifit to court. 
Pretences are never wanting to intimidate them, 
on account of their pad condafl:; and where no 
competitors offer of themfelves, fome are created 
by the minifter, to raife anxiety and terror. Pre- 
fents are an infallible remedy for quafhing all en­
quiries into former oppreffions; and a bribe fe- 
cures to them the power o f exercifing, for ano­
ther year, their tyrannies over the unhappy te­
nants. It would be endlefs to trace the intrigues 
of the farmers upon this occafion : it would be 
difficult to expofe all the artful villany of the mi­
nifter. The Zemindars, however wealthy they 
may be, feign fuc'h poverty, as not to be able to 
make up the balances o f the preceding year.
They have even been known to carry the farce 
fo far, as to fuffer a fevere whipping before they 
would produce their money.

The avarice of Mahommed Riza is the caufe o f mode 0f 
this unmanly behaviour in the wretched farmers.
When they feem rich, the impofl is raifed ; and 
the bribe mult in proportion be greater. Their 
love o f money is often more powerful than the 
fear o f  bodilv pain. When they have long groan­
ed under the lafh, fome banker or money-broker

V ojl. III. F  appears,



appears, who, for the exorbitant interefl o f ten 
per cent, per month, difcharges the debt. The 
farmer, by fuch means as thefe, often deceives 
the vigilance of the minifler and refident, and 
obtains his lands for another year, becaufe no 
one elfe will offer a fum which the polfeffor finds 
fo much difficulty to pay. A  friend, in the fe« 
cret, gives fecurity for the rents; and a prefent, 
thrown into the hands of the minifler, fufpends, 
for the time, the difcipline of the whip, 

the rfve-g t !̂e Year l 7^7’ ^  Author of the Enquiry,
Sue. who refided, at the time, in Bengal, had the cu- 

riofity to calculate the expence of the Bundubuft, 
or yearly fettlement. He formed his efiimate from 
the accounts of various Zemindars, and he avers, 
without exaggeration, that the expences amounted 
to twentv-feven and one-half per cent, of the 
rents of their lands ; which may amount to a 
million fterling. Thefe trivial perquifites were 
fhared between Mahommed Riza, his friends, and 
the bankers of Murfhedabad. The place of the 
Company’s refident at the Durbar, or the court 
o f the Nabob, was h o n e s t l y  worth one hun­
dred and fifty thoufand pounds a year.

The bad Thefe embezzlements and fraudulent practices 
Were not, however, fo detrimental to the Compa­
ny’s affairs, from the actual decreafe in the re­
venues, as from the general depravity of manners, 
and the oppreffions which they introduced. When 
the fources of government are corrupted, they 
poifon the whole ftreani. Every petty officer in 
the flate, every clerk o f the revenues, affirmed 
the tyrant in his own department. Juflice was 
totally fufpended ; and the fear of being plunder- 

. ed by a fuperior, was the only check that remain­
ed againfl the commiffion of the molt atrocious 
crimes. Every inftance of abftaining from the 
moil cruel oppreffions, proceeded from indolence :

every



every ait of tyranny from the love of money.
The didemper of avarice, in the extreme, feemed 
to infeit all, whom the wrath o f God againft a de­
voted people, had placed in power.

The confequences of this mode of letting the confe- 

lands o f Bengal, were fuch as might, with little quenccs 
forefight, have been expeited; had not ftronger 
impreffions, than thofe of reafon been necelfary 
to convince men of a profitable error. Nothing 
in the conquered provinces was premeditated but 
rapine. Every thing, but plunder, was left to 
chance and neceflity, who iinpofe their own laws.
The farmers, having no certainty of holding the 
lands beyond the year, made no improvements.
Their profit mud be immediate, to fatisfy the hand 
of Avarice, which was fufpended over their heads. 
Impreffed with the uncertainty of their fituation, 
they raifed the rents, to the lad farthing, on the 
wretched tenants; who, unwilling to forfake their 
ancient habitations and houfehold gods, fubmit- 
ted to impofitions which they could not pay.
They looked up to Heaven in their didrefs ; but 
no redrefs remained for the wretched.

Year after year brought new tyrants, or con- of that 
firmed theold,in the practice of their former oppref- mode‘ 
fions. The tenants, being, at length, ruined, the 
farmers were unable.to make good their contrails 
with government. Their cruelty to their inferi­
ors recoiled, at length, on t’nemfelves. Many 
of them were bound to dakes and whipped ; but 
their poverty ceafed to be feigned. Their com­
plaints were heard in every fquare o f Murflieda- 
bad ; and not a few of them expired in agonies, 
under the lafh. Many of the inferior tenants, re­
duced to defpair, fled the country, hoping to de­
rive from other defpotifms, that lenity, which our 
indolence, to fpeak the bed of ourfelves, denied.'
Thofe that remained were deprived of the fmall 
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dock neceffary for cultivation ; and a great part 
o f the lands lay wafte. Every governor thought 
it incumbent upon him to keep up the revenues 
to their former pitch ; but, in fpite of the per­
mitted cruelty of Mahommed Riza, they conti­
nued, every year, to decreafe. It could not have 
happened otherwife ; unlefs Heaven had wrought 
miracles as a reward for our v i r t u e s .

W retched In proportion as an unfortunate people became 
ftateofthe lefs able to bear the eftablifhed taxation, the modes 

^  coj[eQjng jt |3ecame m0re oppreffive. Seven 
entire battalions were added to our military efta- 
blifliment to enforce the colie&ions. They car­
ried terror and ruin through the country; but 
poverty was more prevalent than obflinacy every 
where. This new force became an enormous ex­
pence to the Company ; and the unnatural pref- 
fure on the people raifed the price of provifions. 
The manufadurers, to be able to purchafe bread, 
fhewed an inclination to raife the price of their 
goods. It was foon perceived that, fhould this 
be permitted, the manufactures of Bengal would 
not anfwer in Europe, fo as even to indemnify the 
Company for prime coft, for duties and other ex­
igences, exclufive of the profit which a commer­
cial body had a right to expeft. The prices muft 
be kept down ; but this could not be done with­
out violence. Provifions became daily dearer; 
and the demand for goods encreafed. 

officers'* ^ ie ° ® cers chiefly employed in the manage­
ment of the revenues, being needy adventurers 
from Perfia and the upper India, carried avarice, 
as well as the arbitrary ideas of their own diftraCt- 
ed governments, into their departments. Solici­
tous to obtain an immediate advantage to them- 
felves, they forgot the intereft of their employ­
ers ; and praftifed every fpecies of rapine and 
violence on the timid inhabitants of Bengal. The

wealth,



wealth, which, in the fpace o f a few years, they 
accumulated, enabled them to return into their 
native countries, and thus they furnifhed another 
caufe o f the decline of fpecie in the kingdom.
Thefe foreign colleftors maintained a numerous 
train o f needy dependents, who, under the protec­
tion o f their tyrannical matters, affumed the 
privilege o f rapine and peculation. Venality 
ceafed to be a crime ; and dexterity in the art of 
impofition, was deemed a recommendation to the 
firft offices of truft.

Mahommed Riza made it his invariable policy o f  govern* 

to keep the fervants o f the Company in igno-meut> 
ranee o f the true Hate o f affairs ; and when any 
deception was praffifed, another was formed to 
conceal it from view. He entered into acol- 
lufion with many of the farmers. Occafi- 
onal accounts were framed ; and the ufual ac­
counts were ftudioufly involved in inextricable 
confufion. Men, averfe to trouble, throw them 
afide; and negledt their duty in their indolence.
The fervants of Mahommed Riza not only efcape 
cenfure, but retain their places ; and thus iniquity 
furniftes to itfelf a new field, for a repetition 
o f its execrable talents. Extortions

To inveftigate the various demands and extor­
tions o f the Aumins, or the prote&ors of the 
people, who, inftead of defending, pillage their 
charge, would be endlefs. Thefe, by a collufion 
with the Zemindars, prey with them on the un­
fortunate tenants. The Gomaftas, or agents,
Dellols, Pikes, Pikars, Burkandaz, and other ver­
min, employed in the colledlion and inveftment, 
eftabliffi a thoufand modes o f oppreffion and ex­
tortion. An ignorant and unhappy people fee 
thefe officers of government through the medium 
of fe a r ; and comply, in melancholy filence, with 
their exorbitant demands. No colle&or, not even 
his principal fervant, travels over any part of his dif-
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trid , without impofing upon the village in which 
he chufes to reft, a tax of rice, fowl, kid, fruits, 
and every other luxury of the table, for himfelf, 
and his dependents. He alfo levies fines, at plea- 
fure, for frivolous offences, and under various, 
and often falfe pretexts. The crime confifts, 
in the ability of the perfon to pay the fine ; and 
nothing but the excefs of mifery and poverty is 
fafe from the griping hand of Avarice, 

o f the col- The Zemindars, or principal farmers, copy the 
or"' officers of government, in tyranny. The Riots, 

or wretched tenants, are forced to give their la­
bour gratuitoufly, to this tranfitory lord of a year, 
whenever he chufes to employ their toil in his fields, 
when their own farms lie wafte for want of 
cultivation. There is not one article of confump- 
tion with which the poor tenants are not obliged 
to fupply the general farmer. The quantity 
brought is frequently more than his confumpt 
demands; and, in thefe cafes, they are forced, 
tinder the infpedion of his fervants, to carry 
their own property to market, and to difpofe of 
it for the ufe of their lord. They even frequent­
ly raife or fall the exchange upon the roupees, 
againft the wretched hufbandmen ; and, without 
even the ftrength of cuftom, they exad, from 
the lower fort, fees upon births, marriages, and 
contrads. There is fcarce an occurrence upon 
which they have not invented arbitrary imports, 

ênce"  ̂ ^ oinPari}b having never examined into the
of the real tenures by which many poffefs their lands, 
Company. left an ample field for fequeftration, fraud, and 

encroachment. The Talookdars, or the favou­
rites and dependents of former Nabobs, hold, by 
grants from their patrons, extenfive trads of land. 
Some of thefe. grants convey a kind of freehold ; 
others, eftates at a very low rent, poflefling, be­
sides, particular exemptions and extraordinary

immunities.



immunities. Thefe alienations were never valid, 
in the days of the empire, without being renewed 
by every viceroy ; and no good reafon remains, 
why they inould now exift, as the illegal means of 
oppreffion, in the hands o f petty tyrants. They 
have even added encroachment upon the adjacent 
lands, to the injudice by which they polfefs their 
own ; and they have prefumed to lay tolls on fer­
ries, and impofls upon markets, even beyond the 
limits of their impeded grants. This encroach­
ment on the rights of the Company is, however, 
a kind of benefit to the people. The pofieffor of 
the grant, confiders the lands which it defcribes, 
as his own property ; and he is, from a natural 
felfilhnefs, more a friend to his inferiors than the 
fugitive Zemindar of a year.

T o  render clear affairs hitherto little under- 
flood, we mud defcend into more particulars.
The frauds and oppreffions committed in Ben­
gal, in the collection of the revenue, are as vari­
ous as they are without number. rihe interior 
policy lublifling in that kingdom, will throw new 
light on the fubjed. Some of the lands in Ben­
gal go under the defignation of Comar, having 
no native tenants, being cultivated by vagrant 
hufbandmen, who wander from place to place in 
queft o f labour. A  farmer takes frequently large 
trads o f thefe lands upon contrad. He obliges 
himfelf to be anfwerable to government for the 
produce; but he keeps the accounts himfeif.
The vagrant hufbandmen whom he employs, 
having neither implements o f agriculture nor 
dock, are, from time to time, lupplied with 
fmall fums by the farmer, and, when the harvefl 
is gathered in, he appropriates to himfelf two 
thirds of the crop ; after paying himfelf from the 
remainder, for the intered of the fums advanced 
to the vagrants. The accounts delivered in to

government



government contain every thing but the truth; 
and this mode, from our indolence, becoming 
moll profitable to the Zemindar, he willies to de­
populate the country, in fome meafure, for his
own gain

various The lands, which are under the immediate ma­
nagement of government, are, in the language 
o f the country, called Cofs. They differ from 
the Comar in various particulars. Stewards are 
appointed to fuperintend them, without the power 
o f making new contracts with the tenants, or of 
raifing upon them the rents, being accountable 
only for the rents o f the lands, as they Hand 
upon the rolls of the diftri£t. Thefe roils, how­
ever, are in general falfe and defective. Some 
lands, to ferve particular friends, are greatly un­
der-rated ; and others are entirely concealed by 
the addrefs of the ftewards. To grant certain 
immunities to the ftewards themfelves, was for­
merly much in practice. They were permitted 
to poffefs, for their fubfiftence, gardens, paftures, 
ponds for filh, and fields for rice. Thefe privi­
leges have been greatly enlarged fince Bengal fell 
under the Company ; and the ftewards have fixed 
no decent bounds to their encroachments.

tenures13 ^ lands diftinguiftied by the name of Riotty, 
are poffeffed and cultivated by the native inhabi­
tants under Zemindars, or farmers, who contract 
for them with government for an annual fum. 
ih e  rents are partly levied on a meafurement, 
and partly on the various productions which are 
lent to market, and converted into money by the 
farmer. The ruinous effects of this mode of col­
lecting the revenue have been already explained, 
l  here are, befides, great quantities of watte 
lands, which are of tvt'o kinds; lands (truck off 
the public books, at a former period, which are 
now cultivated, but not brought to account;

and



and fuch as are really wafte, which comprehend 
at lead one fourth part o f Bengal. O f the for­
mer there are many large fertile tra&s, well cul­
tivated, which have been appropriated by Zemin­
dars and their dependents; and they find means, 
in their accounts with an indolent government, 
to avoid all f'crutiny into their ufurpations.

To add to the mifmanagement, lands are fet and eLn- 
apart for almoft every officer under the govern- meats, 
ment; a mode of falary which makes no appear­
ance upon the annual accounts, but which, not- 
withftanding, amounts to more than all the ap­
parent charges of collection. Great hurt arifes 
to the revenues from this pra&ice, and the abufe 
fubfifts without reformation. The lands of all 
the officers ought inftantiy to be refumed, and 
their falaries to be paid out of the exchequer.
Many of the collectors have alfo impofed partial 
duties upon the fubjeCt; and thus have added 
oppreffion and injuftice to the people, to their 
ufurpations upon government.

Juftice is fuffered to be greatly perverted by the Perverfiow 
officers above fpecified, and others, who, from °~JUUlt'e' 
their inherent art or abilities, fubflitute their 
own decifions where government have eftablifhed 
no legal judges. The cuftom of impofing mulcts 
and fines in all cafes, is an intolerable grievance 
to a wretched people. The rich fuffer, by having 
money to g ive ; the poor, by being deprived of 
reflitution, becaufe they have none. Every Ma- 
hommedan, who can mutter over the Coran, raifes 
him ', ' to a judge, without either licence or ap­
pointment ; and every Brahmin, at the head of a 
tribe, diltributes juftice accoiding to his own 
fancy, without controuh The latter threatens 
the ignorant with the dreadful punishment of 
excommunication; and thus his own moderation 
becomes the meafure of the fums which he receives 
from- an unfortunate race of men.

Such,



Salutary Such, in the year 176 7 , was the true ftate of 
reguian- B enga{ ; bur, it is to be hoped, that the regula- 
in ,5 5 0 . tions 01 1770 have reformed many abules. A  

plan was in that year digefted, and begun to be 
carried into execution by men who could not be 
ftrangers to any one o f the above particulars; 
though, from their ftrict adherence to the regu­
lations of a noble governor, to which they were 
tied down by exprefs orders from the Court of 
Diredlors, the abufes were permitted to exift till 
the country was beggared and depopulated. The 
effedt W’hich the plan may have, cannot yet be 
eftimated with precifion. Were we, however, to 
judge from the improvements in Burdwan, which 
has been under the management of a very able 
fervant for fome years paft, and has greatly en- 
creafed in revenue and population, the new re­
gulations will bg attended with very confiderable 
advantages to the Company. But even Burdwan 
owed part of its profperity to the mifery and dif- 
trefs o f the furrounding diftridts. The plan 
adopted will be far from effedtuating the reforma­
tion and encreafe o f the revenue which are now 
required; for the balance o f the revenue could, 
in the year 1770, hardly difcharge the four hun­
dred thoufand pounds paid annually to govern­
ment. I f  our information is juft, what mighty 
advantages have the Company derived from their 
great acquifttions in Bengal ?

Idea of the prefent Government of Bengal.

penfioJof T H E  totai fufpenfion of all juftice, among the 
all juftice. natives of Bengal, was another caufe of national 

decay. Men who retained fome property in fpite 
o f the violence of the times, inftead o f being

protedted



protected by Britiffi laws, found that they had 
not even the juftice of a defpot to depend upon 
when they were wronged. The officers of the 
Nabob, a s  t h e y  w e r e  c a l l e d , committed 
every fpecies of violence, under the pretence of 
the orders of the Company. When any perfon 
complained to the governor and council, he was 
referred back to thofe very men of whom he had 
complained. The heavy crime of having ap­
pealed to Britifh juftice was thrown in his face, 
by oppreffors who were at once judges and par­
ty ; and ruin and corporal punifhment were added 
to his other wrongs. The fpirit which afferts 
the natural rights of mankind, was called info- 
lence, till it was totally broken by oppreffion; 
and men were even cautious in venting their 
complaints in fecret, fearing that the very walls 
of their mod: private apartments had ears.

Thefe grievances, however, proceeded not Apology 
from the inhumanity of the Britiffi governors in Compa- 
Bengal. The Author of the Enquiry can aver, n y ’sgover-  

from perfonal knowledge, that the fucceffors of 1Jrs' 
a certain noble lord were men of probity and ho­
nour, enemies to oppreffion and cruelty of every 
kind. But the whole weight of fuch a monftrous 
and heterogeneous chaos of government, contift- 
ing o f military, political, commercial and judi­
cial affairs, falling upon the {boulders of men un­
experienced in the regulation and management 
of the great machine of bate, it was impoffible 
for them to give the neceffary attention to all de­
partments. The multiplicity of affairs over­
whelmed them with its weight; and the king­
dom differed more from a total want of fyftem, 
than from any premeditated defign.

The courts of juftice, which the wifdom of the Every 
houfe of Timur had eftabliffied in the cities, and 
various divifions of the provinces, were either an- mary rfeci-

nihilated, m^ oL  
rnt d Riza.



nihilated, or they loft their power under the fum- 
mary defpotifm of the revolted Nabobs. Ma- 
hotnmed Riza, as the ading minifter, had the 
whole executive power in his hands; and thofe 
who retained the name of judges were only the 
executioners of his partial and violent decifions. 
1 he Company’s governor could not, in the na­
ture of things, enter into the caufe of every indi­
vidual, in a very populous kingdom. When he 
confulted his own eafe, he yielded to a kind of 
neceffity; and he had to his own confcience the 
plaufible excufe of having remanded the com­
plaints to the judgment of a man who was per­
fectly acquainted with the manners, cuftoms and 
prejudices of the natives.

- But evtn friendftip itfelf will not permit the 
ems riter oi the Tnquiry to juftify the political con-

dud of any of thofe men who poffeffed the fu- 
preme power in Bengal. Many regulations, ob­
vious in themfelves, might have been formed; 
many pernicious pradices be abolifhed, which 
have been continued either through negligence 
or motives of another kind. Among the latter, 
ought to be numbered the cuftom of ftriking 
roupees every year, and iftuing them out at five 
per centum above the real weight and ftandard. 
I  o explain the fubjed, a dry differtation muft be 
introduced. The new-coined roupees are iffued 
from the mint at fixteen per centum more than 
the current roupee; a coin merely imaginary, 
for the convenience o f reducing all money to a 
certain denomination. The Sicca toupee, as the 
coin is called, continues to circulate, at the above 
value, till towards the latter end of the firft 
year. The dealers in money, as the roupee lofes 
u ree per centum of its value at the beginning of 
the fecond year, refufe to receive it in payment,

without



without a deduction o f one or two per centum as 
it advances to that period.

In the beginning of the fecond year, the rou- °f
pee. by this mod prepofterous o f all regulations, 
has loft three per centum o f its imaginary value.
In this manner it continues gradually to fall, till 
the third year after coinage ; and, from that time 
forward it remains at eleven per centum, the in- 
trinfic value of the filver. The poffeffor of the 
roupee may then, upon the payment o f three per 
centum to rite mint, have the fame re-coined into 
a new Sicca of the imaginary value of lixteen per 
centum. This gain of two per centum is intended 
as an inducement to bring in the filver, that the 
government may have an opportunity, every year, 
of robbing the public of three per centum upon 
the greater part of their current fpecie. To flip- 
port this mod iniquitous fyftem, the revenues are 
directed to be paid in the new Sicca rou pees, 
otherivife the money-changer will make fitch de­
ductions, as mud occafion a very confiderable 
lofs to the unfortunate people. This evil is at­
tended by another. The courfe of exchange in 
the markets varies toward the word, from this 
cruel regulation by government, from combina­
tions among the bankers, and the demand for 
particular roupees to difcharge the revenue.

This mode of levying an annual tax on the fil- til£ m>nt- 
ver currency, is not of the invention of the Bri- 
tilh governors of Bengal. The regulation derived 
its firft exigence from the well-known bankers, 
the Jaggat Seats of Murfhedabad, in the {hort 
reign of the inconfiderate Surage-ul-Dowla. The 
error lies in its being adopted. But we drop this 
part of the fubjeCt, and return to the prefent Hate 
of government. To do juftice to the Court of 
Directors, their repeated orders have checked 
the violence and rapine o f the nominal govern­
ment of the Nabob. Some of the Company’s 
* fervants



fervants fuperintend, in various divifions of the 
country, the collection of the revenue. The 
penfion, and emoluments of Mahommed Riza 
have been leffened with his power. The king­
dom, in point of civil regulation, if  civil regula­
tion can exift without regular courts of juftice, 
is on a better footing than before. But much 
remains to be done! The diftrefles of an unfor­
tunate people continue to increafe, through caufes 
which muff be explained.

General Obfervations.

Conciufi- I  H E idea of the prefent ftate and government 
cns o f Bengal conveyed, in the preceding feftions, 

juftifies the following conclufion, That the Com­
pany, in the management of that great kingdom, 
have hitherto millaken their own intereft. To 
increafe the revenues was the point to which their 
fervants invariably dire&ed their attention; but 
the means employed defeated their views, and 
became ruinous to a people whom their arms 
had fubdued. Though they exported the fpecie, 
though they checked commerce by monopoly, 
they heaped oppreffion upon additional taxes, as 
if  rigour were neceffary to power, 

deduced Much penetration was not neceffary to difcover, 
that it was not by the revenues of Bengal alone 
that either the Britifh nation or the Company were 
to be enriched. A  country deftitute of mines, 
deprived of foreign commerce, muff, however 
opulent from better times, in the end be exhauft- 
ed. The tranfitory acquisition, upon the opinion 
that all the fpecie of Bengal had centered in Great 
Britain, would have no defirable effeCt. The fu­
gitive wealth would glide through our hands; and

we



we would have only our folly to regret, when the 
fources would happen to become dry. Bengal, 
without ruin to itfelf, could fpare none of its fpe- 
cie ; and the objects to which our aim fhould have 
been diredted, are as obvious as they are falutary.
We ought to have encouraged agriculture, the 
trade with the reft of A fia, and internal manu-' 
failure.

Agriculture conftitutes the wealth of every from th* 
ftate, not merely commercial. Bengal, a king­
dom fix hundred miles in length, and three hun­
dred in breadth, is compofed o f one vaft plain o f 
the moft fertile foil in the world. Watered by 
many navigable rivers, inhabited by fifteen mil­
lions o f induftrious people, capable of producing 
provifions for double the number, as appears from 
the defarts which oppreffion has made; it feems 
marked out, by the hand o f Nature, as the moft; 
advantageous region of the earth for agriculture.
Where taxes are moderate, where fecurity of pro­
perty is joined to a rich foil, cultivation will en- 
creafe, the necefiaries of life will become cheap, 
as well as the grofs materials which manufacturers 
require. Manufacturers, by thefe means, would 
not only fall in their price, but they wrould be pro­
duced in a greater quantity ; larger inveftments 
might be made by the company, the confumption 
would encreafe, and the profits rife. Bengal can, 
in fhort, be only ufeful in the profperity and in- 
duftry o f its inhabitants. Deprive it of the h it 
remains o f its wealth, and you ruin an unfor­
tunate people, without enriching yourfelves.

In the place of thofe placid regulations, which preceding 
render mankind ufeful to their lords, we fubfti- 
tuted, with prepofterous policy, force, the abrupt 
expedient of barbarous conquerors. Thepreifureof 
taxation has, in the fpace o f a few years, trebled 
the price of provifions of all kinds. The Company

have,



have, in the mean time, been endeavouring, by 
every poflible meafure, to encreafe their inveft- 
ments, without railing the price. Various oppref- 
fions, have, for this purpofe, been adopted. This 
wretched expedient is of fliort duration. The 
manufacturer may, for one year, perhaps for two, 
redouble his indudry ; but whilft the work o f his 
hands is forced from him at a dated and arbitrary 
price, he finks under an uncommon effort, fubjeCt 
to defpair. The principal (ervants of the Com­
pany, to conceal the evil, have found themfelves 
obliged, either to remit in the quality o f the 
goods, or to raife the price to the manufacturer. 
Both expedients have been in part adopted ; but 
it is a temporary remedy, without the hopes o f 
effectuating a cure.

OWerva- The reafons already mentioned have contribut­
ed to dedroy the trade o f Bengal with the red of 
Ada. Merchants can only procure the gleanings 
o f the Company. The quality is inferior, and the 
prices high. Nations, formerly fupplied from 
Bengal, found themfelves under the neceffity of 
edablilhing manufactures of the fame kind at 
home, or to adapt their cloathing to their poverty. 
Argument on this head is fuperfiuous. The plan 
mud be totally and radically changed. The quedion 
is not to oblige the people to become filk-winders, 
fpinners and weavers, and to take the fruits o f their 
labour, as it is praCtifed at prefent, at an arbitra­
ry price.. Indudry cannot be forced upon a peo­
ple ; let them derive advantage from toil, and 
indolence fhall lofe its hold. Ingenuity expires 
under the foolifh defpotifm which defeats its own 
ends ; and human nature, in ; , mod wretched 
date, revolts againd labour, which produce'.; no­
thing but an increafe of toil.
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P L A  N

F O R  R E S T O R I N G  B E N G A L

TO ITS FORMER PROSPERITY,

*

Preliminary Obfervations*

G o v e r n m e n t , arnon? the natives of a PefieSi- 
Country, rifcs imperceptibly from that impenetra- govern- 
ble obfeurity with which time and barbarifm have 
covered the origin of mankind. When dates are 
fu’odued by foreign enemies, who are advanced in 
the arts of civil life, a new conditution generally 
darts up from their prefifure upon the old. Some 
laws of the conquerors mud neceflarily fuperfede 
fome of the regulations of the conquered ; but 
the ancient form of government remains in 
all the leffer departments of the date. When the 
Patans conquered India, when the Moguls extend­
ed their empire over that country, many of the 
indigenous laws of the northern nations of Ada 
were introduced; but the great fydem, in mod of 
its parts, defeended from the regulations which 
Brahma tranfmitted, . with his followers, iiom 
remote antiquity.

V o l . III. G The



Defien of The Britifh nation have become the conquerors 
thorAu" ° f  Bengal, and they ought to extend fome part 

o f their own fundamental jurifprudence to fecure 
their conqueffs. To call the poffeffions o f the 
Company by any other name, is to leave them un­
defined. The fword is our tenure, and not the 
Firman of an unfortunate prince, who could not 
give what was not bis own. The thin veil of the 
commiffion for the Dewanny is removed ; and we 
fee a great kingdom at laft in our power, whofc 
revolutions we direfted before. It is an abfolute 
conqueft, and it is fo confidered by the world. 
This it was neceflary to premife. The Author of 
the Enquiry will now proceed to his plan for re- 
ftoring our conquefts to their fqrmer profperity. 
But he proceeds with diffidence : he fees the mag­
nitude of the fubjefl:, he feels his own want of 
abilities. He hopes not to efcape without cen- 
fure, as he confeffes himfelf liable to error ; but 
he flia.ll anfwer his own purpofe, if he can throw' 
iome rays of light upon a fubjefl, which, though 
interefting to the nation, continues ftill involved 
in obfcuritv.

Propofal for eflablijhing landed Property.

New ar- PO LICY precedes regulation in every fociety; 
r pgement and a nation has public before it has private con- 
piopjRa. cerns< d'he great line of general arrangement is 

prior to the inferior detail of government, the 
latter being neceffarily a fuperflruflure raifed on 
the foundation of the former. In Bengal we are 
to fuppofe, that a new treaty is to fettle its great 
affairs ; othervvife we build on the fand, and the 
rain comes, and wafhes all away. We (hall only 
mention a fubjefl: en which we may hereafter en­

large.



large. Give the province o f Allahabad to Suja- 
ul-Dowla, the territories o f Bulwant Singh to the 
emperor, recal your troops into your own domi­
nions, make Patna or Mongeer the refidence of 
the reprefentative of Timur, degrade the wretch­
ed Mubarick from his nominal Nabobfhip, and let 
Mahommed Riza r e s i g n . Thefe arrangements 
require no addrefs ; the perfons mentioned were the 
creatures, and they (till continue the Haves of your 
power. Befides, the meafures will not difpleafe 
the parties. The province o f Allahabad will fa- 
tisfy Suja-uI-Dowla for the territories of Bulwant 
Singh ; Shaw Allurn will prefer Patna to his re­
fidence at Allahabad; a fmall penfion is more eli­
gible for Mubarick, than the dangerous name of 
power which he does not hold ; and Mahommed 
R iza has derived from his s e r v i c e s  the means o f 
fecuring an affluent retreat for his age. If it (hall 
appear neceffary to retain Bengal by an Imperial 
Firman, let it be changed into that of perpetual 
Nabob.

This fundamental regulation being fettled, ano- ReflefiG- 

ther of equal boldnefs, but no lefs practicable, 
ought to fucceed. An eftabliffled idea of proper- property, 
ty is the fource of all induftry among individuals., 
and, of courfe, the foundation of public profpe- 
rity. When mankind are reftrained from poflef- 
(ing any thing which they can call their own, they 
are but paflengers in their native country, and 
make only thofe flight accommodations which 
fuit fugitive wayfarers through the land. A care- 
leffnefs for induftry is the natural confequer.ce of 
the tranfitorinefs of the fruits of to il; and men fit 
(luggifnly down, with their hands in their bofoms, 
when they are not for a moment certain of poflef- 
fing property, much lefs of tranfmitting it to their 
pofterity or friends.

G 2 The



Propofol ' The decline of agriculture, of commerce, and 
Milling' 0l'' trac*e’ in tlie kingdom of Bengal, have been 

already reprefented, and the ruinous confequences 
of farming out the lands from year to year, have 
been amply explained. Though long leafes might 
greatly contribute to remove thefe evils ; there is 
no poffibiiity of doubt, but the eftablifhment of 
real property would more immediately and effectu­
ally promote a certainty of profperity to the king­
dom. Let, therefore, the Company be impower- 
ed, ,by aft of Parliament, to difpofe of all the 
lands in Bengal and Behar, in perpetuity, at an 
annual furn, not Ms than the prefent rents. This 
Angle operation would have a chain of beneficial 
effects. The firil fale of the lands would raife a 
Aim which cannot be eftimated with any degree of 
precifion ; but we may venture to affirm, that, 
fhould the fcheme be properly advertifed before it 
was to take place, and a fourth part of the lands 
only to be difpofed of every year, until the whole 
fhould be fold, no lefs than ten millions, befides 
a certain and perpetual revenue, might be drawn 
from the hidden treafures of Bengal, and efpeci- 
ally from the other opulent kingdoms of Hindof- 
tan.

fo> dfd Mankind, it is eafy to perceive, would, in an 
j/'openj empire where no real property exiils, crowd to a 

country in which they could enjoy the fruits of 
them labour, and tranbnit them to their pofterity. 
Cultivation.would be the conlequence of fecurity. 
rj he farmer ‘would improve, to the height, lands 
that were his own. The revenue would be regu­
larly paid without the heavy expence of a band of 
oppreffors, under the name of Colleftors, who 
fuck the very vitals of the country; and nothing 
would be required but a few comptoirs for the 
purpofe of receiving the rents. The whole face 
of the country would be changed in a few years:

in



in the place of draggling towns, compofed of mi- 
ferable huts, half of wmch are walked away every 
feafonby the rain, great and opulent cities would 
arife. Inhabitants would crowd into Bengal from 
every corner of India, with their wealth ; the de­
ficiency in the currency would be refiored, com­
merce tvou!d diffufe itfelf through every vein, 
and manufactures would ilourifh to a degree before 
unknown.
_ Men of fpeculation may fuppofe, that the fecu- in Bengal,  

rity of property to the natives might infufe a fpirit 
of freedom, dangerous to our power, into our In­
dian fubjects. NatureJherfeif feems to have de­
nied liberty to the inhabitants of the torrid zone.
To make the natives of the fertile foil of Bengal 
free, is beyond the power of political arrangement.
The indolence which attends the climate, prevents 
men from that conftant activity and exertion, 
which is neceffary to keep the nice balance of free­
dom. Their religion, their inftitutions, their 
manners, the veiy difpofitions of their minds, 
form them for pahive obedience. To give them 
property would only bind them with ft ranger ties 
to our intereft ; and make them more our fub- 
jeds ; or if  the Britifh nation prefers the name—- 
more our flaves.

Men who have nothing to lofe, are only en-rts great 
flaved by difunion ; and the terror of the impend­
ing fword. Drive them to the laft verge of po­
verty, and defpair will Hand-in the place of fpirit, 
and make them free. Men pofieffed of property 
are enflaved by their intereft, by their conveni­
ence, their luxury and their inherent fears. We 
owe our freedom to the poverty of our anceftors, 
as much as to the rude independence of their fe­
rocious barbarifm. But it is even difficult, in the 
cool air of our climate, to retain, in the midft 
of luxury and wealth, the vigour of mind necef­

fary



fary to keep us free. To confer property on the 
inhabitants of Bengal, will never raife in their 
minds a fpirit of independence. Their foie hopes 
o f retaining that property, will be derived from 
our policy and valour. When we fall, their lands 
will deviate to other heirs.

andimme- The revenues of Bengal, when properly paid, 
diate amount to four millions. Should this fum ap­

pear too ftnall for perpetuity, many ways and 
means of encreafing the taxes, without railing 
the rents, will prefent themfelves. The Britiffi 
nation, famous for their political freedom, are ftill 
more famous for their judgment and wifdom in im- 
pofing taxations. Let them transfer to the Banks 
of the Ganges, a part of that fcience of finance, 
which has fo much diflinguifhed their councils at 
home. The wealth of the people of Bengal is a 
treafury which will never fail, if drawn upon with 
judgment. Taxes may rife, in a juft proportion, 
to the wealth which this regulation will inevitably 
throw into our dominions in the Eaff. 

advan- Very extenfive pofiefiions in the hands of an 
tages. individual, are productive of pernicious cpnfe-

quences in all countries *, they ought, therefore, 
to be prevented in the prefent regulation. Let 
the purchafers be confined to a certain quantity 
o f land, not exceeding, upon any account, fifty 
thoufand roupees a-year. To prevent the accu­
mulation of landed property, let the fpirit o f the 
laws of a commonwealth be adopted, and the 
lands be divided equally among all the male ifTue 
o f the proprietor. Let the moveable property be 
divided among the Mahommedan part of our fub- , 
jed s, according to the laws of the Coran. Let 
the Hindoos, in the fame manner, retain their 
own laws of inheritance ; which are clear, Ample, 
and defined.

Paper



Paper Currency.
T H E  abfolute eftablifhment of landed property, 

would create a perfect confidence in our faith, A propofai 
among our fubjecfs in the Eaft ; and this circum- for efta- 

ftance leads to another regulation, which, if adopt- 1 ,ag 
ed, would have a great and immediate effect on 
the prolperity of Bengal. The want of a fuffi- 
cient quantity of fpecie for the purpofes of trade, 
and the common intercourfes among mankind, is 
one o f the greateft evils under which Bengal at 
prefent labours. Let, therefore, a paper curren­
cy be introduced; a meafure at once falutary, 
eafy, and practicable. Let a bank be immediate­
ly eftablilhed at Calcutta, for the convenience of 
Europeans. This would, by becoming familiar 
to the natives, prepare them for a more general 
paper currency. The mode of carrying this into 
execution, is left in the hands of thofe better 
acquainted with the nature of banking, than the 
Author of the Enquiry.

To deftroy, at once, the fraudulent fcience o f 
exchange, which proves fo detrimental to trade in currency. 
Bengal, a current coin ought to be eftablilhed, to 
pafs wdthout variation, for its fixed and intrinfic 
value. This was, in fome degree, attempted by 
a noble governor, but he failed in his firft princi­
ples, by impofing an arbitrary value upon iris 
coin, not lefs than twenty per cent, above its 
intrinfic worth. No other reafon is neceffary for 
the bad fuccefs of this coinage. I hough a deci­
mal divifion of money is the moft rational and 
commodious ; yet entirely to change the forms of 
a country, in that refpedf, might be attended with 
great inconvenience. Let the roupee, therefore, 
confift, as at prefent, of fixteen of the imaginary 
Anas, which are now ufed in accounts in Ben­
gal. The Pice, which is the twelfth part of an 
Ana, may be continued as the imaginary 
coin ; but a copper coin of one half of an Ana,

would



would anfwer the fubdivifions of money, and be 
greatly beneficial to the poor.

Its great The immediate fall of the exorbitant intereft 
o f money, which prevails in Bengal, would be 
one of the fir ft effects of this regulation. Ten 
per centum is the prefent intereft ; not fo much 
owing to infecurity, as to the want of currency. 
Men of undoubted and eftablifhed credit are rea­
dy to give this great premium to the lender, as 
they can turn the money to a great and immedi­
ate advantage. Were every man enabled, by a 
paper currency, to bring his whole property to 
the market, monopoly, in fpite pf oppreffion, 
would be at an end, and trade extend itfelf through 
a .thoul’and channels not known now in {'pecula­
tion. The confequence would be highly benefi­
cial ; Bengal would draw great quantities of mo­
ney from all the regions of A lia; and, by enrich­
ing herfelf, be rendered capable of bearing fuch 
taxes upon different articles, as this nation, for 
the augmentation of the revenues, might think 
proper to irnpofe.

mediate Napal, Ihibet, Ava, Arracan, Pegu, Siam,
me late Cochin-china, China, and aimoft all the illands 

in the Eaftern ocean, produce gold : In the weft, 
that metal feems only to be found in the Turkifn 
Diarbekir. japan and China only have filver 
mines, Afia contains native wealth, which 
has enriched it in all ages, exclufive of the ba­
lance of its commerce againft Europe. The A u ­
thor of the Enquiry means not that fpecie fhould 
be drawn riom the Eaft. But it might center in 
Bengal, and make it one of the richeft kingdoms 
in the world ; whilft we might import, in its 
manufactures, the furplus of its revenues, with­
out damaging either its foreign commerce oi inter­
nal profperity.

id van- 1  ne'e two plans, and it is to be feared only
thefe, would reftore, under a government efta-

blifhecj



biifhed on impartial juftice, Bengal to its former 
profperity and fplendor. Let the lands be difpof- 
ed of in property : let a paper currency be efta- 
blifhed. Every individual would, in fuch a cafe, 
become induftrious in improving his own eftate ; 
provifions would foil to a third part of the pre- 
fent price ; the country would aflume a new face, 
and the people wear the afpect of joy. Immenfe 
trads of rich land, which now, with their woods, 
conceal the ruins of great cities, would again be 
cultivated ; and new provinces arife out of thofe 
niarlhy iflands, near the mouth of the Ganges, 
which are, at prefent, the wild haunts of the rhi­
noceros and tiger.

Monopolies,

T H E R E  is no maxim in commerce better ef- M onopo- 

tablilhed, than the deftrudive tendency of mono- lies 
polies. In Bengal, its recent evils are well-known 
and abhorred. A  law mull provide againfl i t ; 
otherwife every other regulation will be made in 
vain. The inhabitants mull be permitted to en­
joy a free trade; fubjed, however, to fuch imports 
upon various articles, excepting thofe of either 
the growth or manufacture of Great Britain, as 
may be thought reafonable from time to time.
Grofs articles, necelfary for carrying on the finer 
manufadures, ought, however, to be exempted 
from duty.; and every encouragement poffible 
given to the export trade.

Free merchants ought to be encouraged ; nei- abolished, 
ther mull they be excluded from the inland trade ; 
as that circumftance would place the fubjeds o f 
Great Britain on a worfe footing than foreigners,
>vhom we cannot, without violence, prevent from

trading



trading wherever they pleafe. Let, however, the 
refidertce of the free merchants be confined to 
Calcutta ; as the influence which all the natives of 
Britain have acquired over the inhabitants of 
Bengal, is fo great, that the felfifh can convert 
it into the means of oppreffion. The Indian 
agents of Britifh traders will not carry, among a 
wretched people, the fame terror which clothes 
their mailers; whom it is a kind of facrilege not 
to obey, in their moll unjull commands.

Superior xhe fervants of the Company will have many 
debarred of objections to this propofal. But the management 
ft0™ the revenues, and of the general trade, which mull 

remain in their hands, will Hill give them fuperior 
advantages, fufficient to gratify all their reasona­
ble defires. The influence of a member of the 
pouncil will, without doubt, enable any man, in 
that high llation, to engrofs a {hare of the trade, 
almolt equal to a partial monopoly. Should even 
a man of that rank be fo felf-denied, as not to 
take advantage of the influence annexed to his 
place, his attention to commerce would encroach 
on the time allotted for public affairs. Let him, 
therefore, when he rifes to the board, be debar­
red from trading, either dire&ly or indiredlly, 
by fevere penalties of law ; and let there an ample 
allowance be made for his fervices, from the funds 
of the Company.

Religion.

^nabfo- MEN who fubmit to bodily Servitude, have 
!ute been known to revolt againll the flavery impofed 

on their minds. We may ufe the Indians for our 
benefit in this world, but let them ferve them- 
felves as they can in the next. All religions mull 
be tolerated in Bengal, except in the practice of

fome



ibme inhuman cudoms, which the Mahomme- 
dans have already, in a great meafure, dedroyed.
We mult not permit young widows, in their vir­
tuous enthufiafm, to throw' themfelves on the 
funeral pile, with their dead hufbands ; nor the 
Tick and aged to be drowned, jwhen their friends 
defpair of their lives.

The Hindoo religion, in other refpefts, infpires toleration 

the purell morals. Produ&ive, from its princi­
ples, of the greated degree of fubordination to 
authority, it prepares mankind for the govern­
ment of foreign lords. It fupplies, by its well- 
followed precepts, the place of penal laws; and 
it renders crimes almoft unknown in the land.
The peaceable fentiments which it breaths, will 
check the more warlike do&rines promulgated by 
the Coran. The prudent fuccelfors o f Timur faw 
that the Hindoo religion was favourable to their 
power; and they fheatlied the fword,which the other 
princes o f the Mahommedan perfuafion employed 
in edablifhing their own faith, in all their con- 
quefts. Freedom of confcience was always enjoy- o f  all re li­

ed in India in the abfence o f political freedom. gl0ns‘
Attention mud be paid to the ufages and very 

prejudices of the people, as well as a regard for 
their religion. Though many things of that kind 
may appear abfurd and trivial among Europeans, 
they are o f the utmoft importance among the In­
dians. The lead breach o f them may be produc­
tive o f an expulfion from the fociety, a more 
dreadful punifbment Draco himfelf could not de- 
vife. "But the caution about religion is fuperflu- 
ous: thefe are no converting days. Among the 
lid of crimes committed in Bengal, perfecution 
for religion is not to be found ; and he that will 
confent to part with his property, may carry his 
'opinions away with freedom,,

The



The Executive Power.

mefhf'0n ?reat p3th ° f  &eneral regulation is with
lefs difficulty traced, than the minute lines which 
carry the current of government from the center 
to the extremities of the date. Practice refills 
theory more on this fubjeft than in any other; 
and the wife ft legislators can neither forefee nor 
prevent obftacles, which may rife in the progrefs 
o f time. In a country where the body of °  the 
people meet annually, in their reprefentatives, to 
new inconveniencies new remedies maybe indant- 
ly applied ; and even the mandate of the defpot 
lofes half its tyranny, in the expedition with which 
it oppofes evil.

mocte o f  The diftarice of Bengal from the eye of the 
emulation; Britilh legislature, render it extremely difficult for 

them to frame law's againft every emergency that 
may arife ; and it is equally difficult, with pro­
priety, to create a legiflative authority in a king­
dom, which cannot, in the nature of things, have 
a reprefentative of its own. The executive power 
being veiled in the governor and council, it is 
dangerous to trull them with the legiflative ; and 
it is impoffible to permit the court of juftice, 
which we-mean to propole, to make thole laws 
upon which they are to decide. The leall of two 
evils is preferred by the prudent. Let the gover­
nor and council fugged annually, in their gene­
ral letter, the neceffary regulations; and thefe, 
after being duly weighed by the Company, in 
their colledlive body at home, be laid before 
parliament, to be by them, if found juft, neceflary 
and equitable, framed into a law. The general 
laws for the government of Bengal being, by the 
Britifh legislature once eftablidied, the inconveni­
ences which may arife in India, will neither be fo

great



great nor detrimental as to occafion much mifchief 
for one, or even tjvo years ; in which time, the 
propofed regulations, fent home by the governor 
and council, will return to them with the force of 
laws.

The executive power, in its full extent, as at the coun- 

prefent, mult be veiled in a prefident and council, c'b 
of which the chief justice and commander in chief 
of the troops ought to be, ex officio, members.
The number Ihould be encreafed to fixteen, of 
which any five, with the prefident, may form a 
board ; and ten always to refide at Calcutta, ex- 
clufive of the chiefjuiiice' and the commander in 
chief, fliouid even the peaccablcnefs of the times 
permit him to be ahfent from the army. The 
four remaining counfellors ihould be directed to 
refide in the capitals of the larger diftri&s, into 
which, for the benefit of juftice, we ftiail hereaf­
ter divide the provinces of Bengal and Behar.
The bufinefs for forming regulations to make a 
foundation of a law, being of the laft importance, 
ought never to come before iefs than ten members 
in council, of whom the chief juitice oughrinva- 
riably to be one.

Let a general board o f revenue be eftablifhed boards o f 

at Calcutta, at which a member of the council revenue, 
is to prefide. Let this board, in its inferior de­
partments, be conducted by the Company’s fer- 
vants ; and let it receive the correfjiondence and 
check the accounts of four other boards of the 
fame kind, but of inferior jurifdiclion, to be fixed 
at Dacca, Murfiiedabad, Mongeer, and Patna.
Let the provinces of Bengal and Behar be divid­
ed into five equal divifions, each fubject, in the 
fir It inftanee, to one of the four boards, which 
are all under the controul of the fuperior board o f 
revenue eftablifhed at Calcutta. In the leffer dif- 
tridls, Jet a Company’s fervant fuperintend the

colledtion



collection of the revenue ; and be accountable fo? 
his tranfaftions, to the board, under whofe jurif-

Neceffary diftion he ads.
teformaci- The wild chaos o f government, if  the ab-
ons' fence o f all rule deferves the name, which fub- 

fifts in Bengal, mud be utterly removed. There 
fome faint traces o f the Britifh conflitution is 
mixed with the pofitive orders of a Court o f Di­
rectors, the convenient and temporary expedients 
o f a trading governor and council, the fecret or­
ders of the feleCt committee, the influence of the 
prefident, with the Nabob, and the boifterous 
defpotifm o f Mahotnmed Riza. To feparate, or 
even to reftrain them within proper bounds, is 
beyond human capacity; fome branches mull be 
lopt off to give more vigour and room to others 
to flourifh. Mubarick muft retire from the Muf- 
nud ; Mahommed Riza and the fecret committee 
Vanifh away ; and even the council itfelf muft be 
reftrained from b r e v i  m a n u  defpotifm ; fuch as, 
the fending home, by force, Britiflr fubjeCts, and 
difmifting officers without the fentence of a court 
martial.

’judicial Power.

!'e“«aion. T O  preferve the health of the political body, 
the pure ftream of impartial juflice muft rufh, 
with vigour, through every vein. When it meets 
with obftrudipns, a difeafe is produced; and, 
when the whole mafs becomes corrupted, a lan­
guor fucceeds, which frequently terminates in 
death. To drop the metaphor, the diftributers 
o f juftice ought to be independent of every thing 
but the law. The executive part of government 
muft not interfere with the decifions of the judge, 
otherwife that officer, who was created for the

defence



defence of the fubjed from injury, becomes a tool 
of oppreffion in the hands o f defpotifm.

I  he firft principle of wife legiflation is to open V arious 

an eafy paffage to the temple o f Juftice. Where j jriUirf ‘- 
the feat of redrefs is either diftant or difficult of 
accefs, an injury is forgot to avoid the trouble o f ” 
complaint; and thus injuft ice is encouraged by 
the almoft certain profped of impunity. To avoid 
this evil, the Author of the Enquiry thinks it ne- 
ceffary, that the aft of the legiflature, which fhall 
conftitute the mode of diftributing juftice, fhould 
alfo divide Bengal and Behar into five great pro­
vinces, the capitals of which ought to be Cal­
cutta, Murfhedabad, and Dacca, in Bengal; and 
Patna and Mongeer, in Behar. Let each of thefe 
five great divifions be fubdivided into ten Chuck- 
las, or extenfive diftrids, almoft the number of 
which the kingdom confifts at prefent; and let 
each of thefe be ftill fubdivided into an indefinite 
number of Pergunnas.

To bring juftice, to ufe a certain author’s Conftable 

words, home to the door of every man, let there, a.nd 
in each village, be eftabliflied, as in the days of peace. 'he 
the empire, a Muckuddum, to ad  as a conftable 
for the prefervation of the peace. A  Sheichdar, 
with a commiflion fimilar to that of a juftice o f 
the peace, fhould be fixed in the moft centrical 
part of the Pergunna or leffer diftrid, to whom 
difputes, which cannot be quafhed by the autho­
rity of the Muckuddum or conftable, may be re­
ferred. Let the court o f this officer, however, 
communicate with another o f a more extenfive 
and ample jurifdidion, eftabliflied in the capital 
of the divifion or diftrid, o f which the Pergunna 
is a part.

Similar to the office of a Sheikdar, or juftice of Cutwat.or 
the peace, ought to be that of the Cutwal or May°'- 
mayor of great towns and confiderable cities.

The



The wifdom of the houfe of Timur eftablifliedl 
this officer, to animadvert upon thieves, gam­
blers, and other mifcreants; to remove nuifances, 
to fupprefs pimps and jugglers, to prevent fore- 
flailing of grain and other provifions; to be the 
regulator of the market, and to decide in all tri­
vial and vexatious difputes, that tended toward 
a breach of the peace. His minifterial office co­
incided almoll with that of the mayors of our 
Idler towns; and his court was the counterpart 
o f the now obfolete C u r i a  P£Dis p u l v e r i z a t i ,

■ mentioned by our lawyers.
Courts o f  In every Chuckla, or greater divifion, let there' 

UUltm‘ be eftablitiled a court nmiiar in its nature, but 
different in its mode, to the courts of Cutcherri, 
instituted in the days of the empire. Let this 
court be compofed of the Company’s fervant, re- 
Tiding for the collection of the revenue in the 
Chuckla, and of two Mahomrned Cazis, and 
two Brahmins. The fervant of the Company 
ought to be the nominal prefident of the court, 
but only to fit uffien the voices are equal, to throw 
his calling-vote on the fide of equity. In fuch a 
cafe the procefs to begin anew. The fees of the 
court mult be regulated, and a table of the ex­
pence of every article to be hung up to public 
view, in the common hall. The puniffiment for 
corruption, upon conviction in the fupreme court 
of Bengal, ought to rile to a degree of feverity, 
fuitable to the danger o f the crime 

aiVion T his court, betides the power of hearing ap­
peals from the decisions of the Sheichdar in the 
Idler dilhiCts, ought to retain its ancient authori­
ty, fubjecL however, to an appeal from decifions 
beyond a lum to be fpecified, to the provincial 
courts, which fhall be hereafter defcribed. Its 
jurifdiciion ought to extend to the contracting 
and diffolving of marriages, to the fettlement of
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dowries for women, and the fucceffion to money 
and moveables among children, according to the 
refpeftive inliitutes of the Mahommedan and.Hin- 
doo fyftems of religion. It ought alfq to be a 
court o f record; and to be obliged to keep an 
exadt regifter of all public and private contracts, 
births, marriages, and deaths ; and, to execute 
that department of the bufinefs, a Canongoe and 
a Mutafeddy, as clerks, ought to be annexed to 
each court. Thefe, with other matters to be def- 
cribed in the fucceeding fedtion, ought to com­
prehend the whole power o f the court of Cut- 
cherri.

In each of the capitals of the five provinces, a Provincial 
member of the council of date at Calcutta ought cou‘ts- 
to refide. He, together with poffeffing the ma­
nagement of the Company’s commercial affairs in 
his province, ought to be empowered, by a fpe- 
cial commiffion, with three affeffors of the elder 
refident fervants, to form, and prefide in a court of 
juftice, which we fhall, for diilindtion, call The 
Provincial Court of Appeal. To diredl their judg­
ment upon points of law, an officer, under the 
name of Attorney-general for the province, ought 
to be appointed to give his advice, together with a 
Mahommedan Cazi, and an Indian Brahmin, to 
explain the principles of their refpeciive inftituti- 
ons and ufages, and to tender oaths to the 
parties. Suits may originate in this court ; and 
it ought to have the power o f removing before 
itfeif the proceedings of J:he court of Cutcherri.

To eftabliffi thoroughly the independence of the Supreme 
judicial on the executive power, a fupreme- court, !ts 
from which an appeal ought only to lie to Great 
Britain, Should be erected at Calcutta, by the au­
thority of the legiflature. Let it confift of a chief 
juftice and three puijn juftices, who derive their 
commiffions from the k in g ; and let them be in 
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Bengal the counterpart of the court of king’s 
bench in England. The jurifdiftion of this court, 
which, from its tranfcendent power, may be cal­
led the fupreme court of Bengal, ought to extend, 
without limitation, over the whole kingdom ; and 
to keep the inferior courts within the bounds of 
their authority ; as well as to decide ultimately 
upon all appeals. It ought to proteft the juft 
rights of the fubject, by its fudden and even fum- 
marv interpofition ; and to take cognizance of 
criminal as well as o f civil caufes. 

and c rim i- y 0 carry juftice, in criminal matters, with all 
d?a,on’U the expedition poffible, through our conquefts, it 

is propofed, that two of the puifne juftices fhall, 
twice a-year, go on circuits, to the refpeftive 
capitals of the five provinces, one into the three 
provinces in Bengal, and one into the two, into 
which Bebar is to be divided. The puifne juftice 
fhall fit, upon thefe occafions, with the members 
of the provincial court ; but the member of the 
council, who is the prefident of the court, fhall 
flill be confidered as the principal judge. In cri­
minal matters, the culprit fhall be tried by a jury 
of Britifh fubjetts only ; there being always a fuf- 
ficient number of good and lawful men to form a 
jury, in the capital of the piovince. In the fu­
preme court at Calcutta, difputes between the na­
tives may be decided in civil cafes, according to 
equity, without a jury, by the judges; but in 
fuits between Britifh fubjetts, the matter ought to 
be tried, by a jury, upon the principles of the 
law of England.

Court of The foie management of the revenue of Bengal, 
quer'*6"" being in the Company, many capital alterations
4 ’ are neceffary to be made in that important branch.

S The great channel of public juftice has been, by
the above regulations, feparated from the execu­
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tive pow er; but fome part o f the judicial autho­
rity muft ftill remain in the Company’s hands.
To* manage the receipts o f the revenue, it has 
been already mentioned, that five boards mult be 
formed, the fuperior one o f which to remain in 
Calcutta. The boards ought to confift of two 
divifions, or rather of two fides ; the receipt of 
the Exchequer, and the judicial part, which mull 
enable them to inforce the payment of the re­
venues.

The mode of proceeding in this branch ought its jurif- 
to rife in the fame gradations with the courfe o f d!£hon 
appeals in the civil line of difputes between man 
and man. Let the Cutcherries inforce the pay­
ment o f the revenues of the Chucklas, under an 
appeal to the provincial board, whofe decifions, 
beyond certain fums, ought to be fubjefl; to the 
revifion of the general board at Calcutta. But, 
as the date muft not fuffer through delay, let the 
fum in difpute, upon a decifion againft the fub- 
je& , by any o f the courts o f revenue before whom 
the fuit fhall originate, be forthwith paid into 
the Exchequer ; and let the perfon aggrieved feek 
for redrefs, by petition, to the court which is 
placed immediately above that court, of whofe 
decifion he complains.

The board of revenue, in each o f the capital confinedas 
cities o f the five provinces, except in Calcutta, uc ' 
where no court of law except the fupreme court 
exifts, is to be made up o f the fame perfons 
whom we have already placed as judges in the 
provincial court of appeal. 1  he court of exche­
quer, in England, examines, by a fifiion, into 
all forts of civil caufes. It is neceffary to preclude 
the boards of revenue from fuch powers, as a 
court of exchequer. As provincial courts or 
common law, their decifions are liable to an ap­
peal to the fupreme court at Calcutta, and tnere-
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fore any prejudices which they may be fuppofed 
to imbibe, as members of the executive part of 
government, cannot be of great detriment to the 
people, fubjeft as their proceedings are to a court 
not amenable to the jurifdiCtion of the Company.

Obfervations on the ’Judicial Power.

Refit&i- TH E defpotifm *which naturally fprung from 
ons . the double government which arofe on the foun­

dation of the fuccefs o f our arms in Bengal, re- 
preffed one evil, whilft it gave birth to a thou- 
fand. Thole frequent difputes which grow be­
tween individuals, where the accefs to juftice is 
eafy, were qualhed by a terror which prevented 
an unfortunate people from appearing before 
rulers who wanted but an excufe to opprefs. The 
hand of power fell heavy upon both the plaintiff 
and defendant; and, therefore, men put up with 
injuries from one another, in hopes of concealing 
themfelves from the rigid eyes of government. 
This alludes to the boifterous tyranny of the mi- 
nifter of a nominal Nabob ; indolence was more 
our crime, than cruelty.

on what Of The doors opened to juftice in the preceding 
law's ° ' n fefiion, will, without doubt, introduce an ample 

harveft for men of the law ; but it is better that 
they fhould live by litigioufnefs, than that the 
people fhould perith by tyranny. The objection 
rifing from this circumftance muft therefore va­
nish in the utility of the things and another ob­
jection, juft as obvious, may be as eafily re­
moved. It may be thought impolitic by fome, 
that any part of the judicial authority fhould re­
main in the hands of the natives. But this is ob­
jected in vain. The officers of juftice, as well as

being



being fubjeft to a revifion o f their decrees to the 
Britifh, derive from them their own power; and 
the people, by being left in poffeffion of forne of 
their laws and ufages, will be flattered into an in­
violable fubmiflion to our government.

Though the inhabitants o f Bengal are, from ought to he 
their natural aifpofition, prepared to fubmit to leftentirs 
any fyftem of government, founded upon juftice, 
there are fome laws of their own, which abfolute 
power itfelf muft not violate. The regulations, 
with regard to their womenand religion, muft never 
be touched; and upon mature confideration, the 
Author of the Enquiry is o f opinion, that many 
other ancient inftitutions might be left entire.
There are, however, particular ufages eftablilhed 
by time into a law, which our humanity muft de- 
ftroy. No pecuniary compenfation muft be per­
mitted for murder; no theft be punifhed by cut­
ting off the hand. Let the Mahommedan laws 
ftill in force againft the Hindoos be abrogated; 
let no women burn themfelves with their huibands. 
no dying perfon be expofed by his friends.

To leave the natives entirely to their own laws, to the 
would be to confign them to anarchy and confufi- natives, 
on. The inhabitants of Bengal are divided into 
two religious fefts, the Mahommedan and Hindoo, 
almoft equal in point of numbers. Averle, be­
yond meafure, to one another, both on account 
of religion and the memory of mutual injuries, 
the one party will not now fubmit to the laws o f 
the other ; and the diflenfion which fubfifts be­
tween individuals, would, without a preffure 
from another power, fpread in a flame over the 
whole kingdom, it is, therefore, abfolutely ne- 
ce.Tary for the peace and profperity of the coun­
try, that the laws of England, in fo far as they 
do not oppofe prejudices and ufages which cannot 
be rehnqui/hed by the natives, fhould prevail.

The



The meafure, befides its equity, is calculated to 
preferve that influence which conquerors mull 
pofiefs to retain their power.

Expence The expence of the judicial eftablifhment is but 
of trivial, if  compared to the advantages which the 

kingdom of Bengal mull derive from fuch a ne- 
ceflary inflitution. rl  he judges in every country 
fflould be placed in affluence; in Bengal they 
ought to derive a fortune from the labour of fome 
years. The natives o f a northern climate Settle 
not for life in the torrid zone ; they always place 
the profpefl: of returning with wealth to their 
friends, among their great inducements for ven­
turing to crofs the ocean. The following table 
prefents an eftimate of the annual expence of juf- 
tice in Bengal.

The Supreme Court of Bengal.

the fu- One chief juftice, - £ . 10,000
pi ewe, Three puifne juftices, - 15,000

One attorney-general, - 3,000
One regilter, - - 2,000
Two Cazis and two Brahmins,

to attend the court, - 0,400
Contingencies, - 1,000

£ -  3C400
the pro- The four provincial courts of 
Vlncia1, appeal, conflfling o f the 

Company’s fervants.
Four counfeliors, as prefi-

dents, - - - £ •  2,000
Twelve afieffors, - - 2,400

f .  4,400 

One



One provincial attorney in
each, - - 2,000

One regifter in each, - 0,800
One Cazi and one Brahmin

in each, - - 0,800
Contingencies in all, - 1,600
Fifty courts of Cutcherri.
Fifty prefidents, being fer-

vants of the Company, £ .  5,000 
Two hundred affelfors, - 10,000
Fifty regifters, - - -1,500
Fifty clerks, - - j,ooo

£ . 22,700 

£ ‘  58>5° °

The above calculation, it is .hoped, will not obfemti- 
be thought extravagant, for difpenfing juftice to 
fifteen millions of people. The falaries of the 
members of the boards of revenue, and of thefe, 
as forming courts of exchequer, are not mention­
ed, as the Company is fuppofed to pay its own 
fervants, with certain fums and lucrative privi­
leges for the whole of their trouble. The Shiecjh- 
dars, the Cutwals, and the Ivluckuddums, have 
no falaries ; the influence and diftmdion which 
they fhall derive from their employments being a 
fufEcient reward for their toil.

Genera! Reflections on the Flan.

PRO PERTY being once eftablifhed, and the 
forms of juftice to protect it delineated, public ons 011 
profperity is placed on a folid foundation. But 
the love of money, which generally prevails, 
renders the molt of mankind more anxious to
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poffefs prefent profit, than to look forward to fu­
ture advantage. The plan which we have' laid 
down in the preceding fedtions, will begin to yield 
an apparent benefit from its commencement ; at 
the fame time that the tide will become the more 
rapid the longer it flows.

immedi- The immediate pecuniary advantages which will 
rife to Bengal, are to be derived from various 
fources. 1  he removal of the emperor, either to 
Patna or Mongeer, will fave to the kingdom his 
penfion of three hundred and twenty-five thou- 
fand pounds ; the revenues of the territory of 
Buiwant Singh, three hundred and twelve thou- 
fand five hundred pounds, to be fpent in Bengal ; 
and fifty thoufaod pounds, which is now fent 
abroad, without hopes of return, to pay three 
battalions of our troops ftationed at Allahabad. 
T h isfu m o f fix hundred and eighty-feven thou- 
fand pounds, thrown at once into the circulation, 
would animate the languid pulfe of commerce ; 
and at once prepare the kingdom for the com­
mercial improvements, which the plan, in its 
other regulations, feems abfolutely to enfure. 

ad>anta're  ̂ future advantages arife alfo from various 
ges " a 1 he influx o f fpecie and inhabitants,

which the fale of the walie as well as of the cul­
tivated lands, would draw from all the other pro- 
vi£iCes of Hindoflan, would be productive of im­
mediate national wealth. The advancement of 
agriculture would promote the advancement of 
manufadiures. i he peace of the country would 
be fecured from abroad ; and juftice, by prevail­
ing at home, would attach the natives to a go­
vernment, on the liability of which the poflfeffi- 
on of their landed property depended. The ef- 
tablifhment of a paper currency, on national 
laiih and the Company’s fecurity, would enable 
mankind to bring all their property into adiion, 
lower the exorbitant intereft of money, and ren­
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der Bengal, in the fpace o f a few years, the mod 
commercial, the mod flourifhing, and the mod 
wealthy kingdom, of its extent, in Afia.

The Company, in the midd of the profperity to here­
of the Subject, would amazingly thrive in their 
affairs. A fum not lefs than ten millions, inde­
pendent of their revenue, would, in the fpace of 
four years, flow from the fird fales of the land 
into their coffers. The improvement o f their 
prefent revenue would join iffue, with its future 
certainty and permanency. A large annual fum 
would arife, from a thorough examination of te­
nures ; and from impofls already laid upon fairs, 
markets, entrance into great towns, drops, ma­
gazines of grain, fees upon marriages, tolls col­
lected at ferries, licences for exercifing trades, 
ground-rent of houfes, which though at prefent 
paid by the public, have never been brought to 
account by iVIahommed R iza and the general far­
mers. Thel'e articles, at the lowed average, might 
amount to the annual fum of four hundred thou­
sand pounds. Five hundred thoufand pounds 
would yearly be faved in penflons, and on the 
charge of collection ; befides, the immenfe en- 
creafe in the revenues, which would mod cer­
tainly be derived from the growing profperity o f 
the kingdom.

The abfolute eftablifhment of property, with- condud- 
out which written law feems fuperfluous to fociety, 
is, as has been obferved, the foundation upon 
which national profperity is laid. Regulations 
which flop fhort of this primary objeCt, are only 
temporary expedients, which may, for a time, 
alleviate the pain of the diftemper, but it can ne­
ver cure. A  tacit acquiefcence in the right o f 
poffeffion of the natives, the prevention of fome 
part o f the prefent national wade, a mild defpot- 
ifm, which we may dignify with the name o f

juftice,



Juftice, will have an immediate good effed ; but 
the advantage is limited, partial, and tranfient; 
and the Author of the Enquiry will venture to 
affirm, that unlefs fomething fimilar to what has 
been, in the preceding fedions, propofed, is 
adopted, Bengal will, in the courfe of a few years, 
decline into a ffiadow, and vanilh from our hands.

refleaior. Miracles are not to be expeded in this age; 
and, without them, in the abfence of a bold 
and determined exertion, the boafted fruits 
o f our victories in the Eaft, will wither with 
our laurels. A  kingdom, lying under all the 
difadvantages of a foreign conqueft, which, 
without return, deprives it of one million and an 
half of its annual jnduftry, mull fink under the 
weight, unlefs it is placed on a better footing than 
the furrounding countries which pay no tribute. 
Let our juftice to our own fubjeds, let the advan­
tages o f our regulations, entice foreigners, with 
their wealth, to fettle among us; let us, without 
the fword, appropriate the wealth of India by 
our policy ; otherwife the ftream which flows into 
Great Britain, will foon become dry. The lake, 
which feeds it, has already difappeared from the 
banks. Temporary regulations may dazzle with 
their immediate e ffed ; but a permanent plan, 
which in its wide circle comprehends futurity, 
will preferve the vigour and health of Bengal, to 
the verge of that political death, to which all em­
pires feem to be fubjeded by Fate.

Concluding Rejleclions.

Fr fent A R G U M EN T S deduced from general princi­
ples, however obvious they may appear, flrike 
not the buik of mankind fo forcibly as fads. The

revenues



revenues of Bengal, without including the Ja- 
gieers, amounted, in the year 1766, to near three 
millions and fix hundred thoufand pounds of our 
money. The charges of collection, the Nabob’s 
government, penfions, civil, military, and ma­
rine expences, being deducted, there remained 
a balance of one million three hundred thoufand 
pounds, for the Company. The expences have 
fince been encreafing yearly, and the revenues de- 
creafing. Both were haltening to that middle 
point, which would balance the accounts of the 
Britifh nation, with the fortune of their arms 
in the Eaft.

To conceal this decreafe as much as poiiible, ruinou* 
men fell on a very lhallow and poor expedient. llate 
The fervants of the Company protracted the 
time of clofing the accounts to make up the ufual 
fum ; and by thefe means, an encroachment o f 
five months was, by degrees, made upon the fuc- 
ceeding year. To underftand this circumftance, 
it is neceflary to obferve, that the collections are 
not fixed to a particular term. They are continu­
ed without intermifiion, and the produce o f the 
five months, which may amount to one million 
five hundred thoufand pounds, mult be deducted 
from the accounts made up, fince the Dewanny 
was fubmitted to our management.

Notwithftanding this deception, it was not the of the re- 

only deficiency in the (late o f money affairs. The vcnue" 
revenues o f the year 1769 had, befides, fallen 
fhort five hundred thoufand pounds ; and what 
further reduftion the famine which enfued may 
have made, time can only demonftrate. By the 
belt accounts from Bengal, there was not a ba­
lance of five hundred thoufand pounds remain­
ing, after all expences were paid ; and this was 
not above half the fum neceffary to purchafe the 
annual inveftments of the Company. No fair

cor.clufion,



conclufion, however, can be drawn from the pro­
duce of one year; and the vigilance of the Court 
o f Dire&ors has fince eftabliftted fome beneficial 
regulations. To flatter the fanguine, we will fup- 
pofe, that the net balance will amount, on the 
prefent footing, to one million. The fum is juft 
fufficient for the inveftments of the Company; 
without leaving a Angle farthing in the treafury to 
anfwer any extraordinary emergency.

Obvious The advantages o f the propofed plan are obvi­
ous ; and, therefore, eafily explained. Let it be 
fuppofed, that the rent-roll of the year 1766 {hall 
be taken as the rule o f the quit-rent to be paid, 
after the fale of the lands. Let none think this 
fum too much. Under the management o f the 
proprietors, the lands would in a few years pro­
duce thrice the fum of three millions fix hun­
dred thoufand pounds ; but the Subject muft re­
ceive a bribe for his induftry. The Company, 
at prefent, complain, that the Talookdars, or 
thofe who poffefs lands in property, run away with 
all the tenants. Their eftates are flourilhing, 
whilft our limited policy of letting the lands by 
the year, has created folitudes around. After a 
thorough examination o f fiftitious tenures, private 
encroachments and public embezzlements, we 
may with great propriety, venture to add, at 
lead one million to the above fum. But to fpeak 
with a moderation which precludes reply, we {hall 
only take it for granted, that four hundred thou­
fand pounds are, by thefe means, only gained. 
Even this fum will fix the annual revenue at four 
millions; and there let it reft till the profperity of 
the country {hall authorife an encreafe, by flight 
imports on trade and the articles of confump- 
tion.

The abolition of the tyrannical and impolitic 
government of the Nabob, will be a faving of five

hundred



hundred thoufand pounds on the annual expences. Advanta- 
The faff is notorious, that the real expence of 
this fecondary and intermediate government, in 
penfions and in the mode o f colleflion, exceeds 
fix hundred thoufand pounds ; but the judicial 
and fifcal fyItems eftablifhed in the preceding 
plan will not exceed one hundred thoufand pounds, 
with all the advantages o f a falutary and equita­
ble adminiftration of juftice and law. To this 
fum we may add the five hundred thoufand pounds 
which have fallen olf from the revenue, as the 
firll-fruits of the plan; all which, fuppofing the 
expences of the civil, military, and marine de­
partments to remain as at prefent, would make 

' an annual difference of one million four hundred 
thoufand pounds, in favour o f the Company.
The inveftments of the Company might in that 
cafe be encreafed, yet leave a fum for the treafury 
in Calcutta for emergencies.

The treafury, however, ought not to be too o f  t h e p - s -  

rich, left circulation ftiould deaden in the king- cea:1’s 
dom. Two millions in fpecie would be fufficient.
To employ the furplus to advantage, together 
with the ten millions, which are fuppofed to arife 
from thefale of the lands, a bank ought to-be ef- 
tablifhed for the purpofe of lending out furhs o f = 
money, not exceeding three years purchafe on 
landed fecurity to the Proprietors, at the intereft: 
of feven per centum. The land-holders would be, 
by thefe means, enabled to raife the neceflary 
fums, at lefs than half the intereft which they 
now pay ; and the Company would have good fe­
curity for their advances. Let us fuppofe, that, 
in the courfe of a few years, ten millions were 
lent upon thefe terms, that fum would produce an 
annual intereft of feven hundred thoufand pounds j 
which, upon the whole plan, makes a yearly ba­
lance, in favour of the Company, of tw o  m i l ­

l i o n s



I,IONS ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND POUNDS MORE 
THAN THEY AT PRESENT RECEIVE, exclufive  of 
a p r o d i g i o u s  and g r o w i n g  t r e a s u r e  ; and the 
moderate imports which may be hereafter laid on 
articles of luxury.

Kan-. The Plan, to fpeak the leaft in its favour, is
practicable in its great and general line. It would 
produce, even partially followed, immenfe, fudden, 
and permanent advantages ; but no human fore­
fight can abfolutely eftimate the precife fums. 
Though the Author o f the Enquiry has not the 
vanity to fuppofe that his Scheme is, in all its 
branches, infallible, he will venture to pledge him- 
felf to his country, that, fhould the more materi­
al parts of his fyftem be adopted, the advantages 
to be derived from it would not fall fhort o f his 
calculations. His knowledge of the kingdom of 
Bengal, and its various refources, gives him a con­
fidence on this fubjed, to which he is not intitled 
by his abilities.
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C H A P .  I.

Obfervaiions— Death of Akbar— Acceffion of Selim, 
by the name of J e h a n g i r e —-Rebellion of Sultan 
Chuferc— Battle of Lahore— Chufsro's misfor­
tunes— Rebellion quafhed— Executions—War with 
Perjia— A confpracy.

T h e  great abilities o f Akbar confirmed the A. n. 
houfe of Timur on the throne, and eftablifhed 
tranquillity over all their vaft conquefts in India. 1014. 
Vigorous in his meafures, without tyranny, he 
impreffed the minds of men with awe, and checked 
that fpirit of difcord and private ambition, which 
had prevailed in more feeble reigns. Govern­
ment becoming fettled and uniform in its regula­

tions,



A . D . tions, the arts of civil life began to increafe and 
flourilh, among a people naturally induftrious 

toX and ingenious- The fplendor of the court, the 
'tr'*-' wealth of individuals, created a general tafte for 

pomp and magnificence; and the crowded levees 
o f the great, where all endeavoured to excel in 
the art of pleafing, rendered the Indians equal in 
politenefs to the nations of Europe. Learning 
was not unknown, i f  wre exclude the abftrufe 
fciences. The Arabian and Brahmin fyftems of 
philofophy were ftudied ; and the powders o f the 
mind were generally cultivated and improved. 

cMemsti-. This character of civilization, it mult be con- 
eBS* feffed, tallies not with the political conduct o f the 

people. But neceffity and felf-prefervation make 
a kind of apology for crimes under defpotifm, 
which would be unpardonable in a community 
governed by general and known laws. In Hates 
i'ubject to arbitrary government, there is no fe- 
curity, no honour, no independence in private 
life. The nation is divided into two forts of peo­
ple, the oppreffors and the cpprefied. Every man 
of fpirir, of family, and of fortune, mult, in felf- 
defence, endeavour to poftefs a fhare of the go­
vernment under which he was born. When he 
ftarts forth from obfourity, he mull adopt the 
political principles of his country, or be ruined 
in all his fchemes, however repugnant thefe prin­
ciples may be to the general dictates of humanity, 
and the particular difpofition of his own mind. 
The greateft virtues therefore are often blended 
with the worft vices; and this circumftance gives 
a variety and ftrength of feature  ̂ to Afiatic cha- 
raders, unknown in the fettled governments of 
the weft.

Ettentaitd Though the empire o f the. Mahommedans in 
»e»«Mes; [ncj ;a was not fQ extenfive under Akbar as it hadQ.J- * JO, g _
pke. been under fome princes of the Patan Dynafty,

it



It comprehended a vaft traft of country, divided a . d . 

into twenty two provinces ; each equal to fome yj'?5, 
kingdoms in wealth, fertility and extent *. A  10 14 . 

final! part only of the Decan or fouthern penin- 
fula of India had been conquered : yet the domi­
nions of the family of Tim ur, in their northern 
and fouthern frontiers, fell under the thirty-fixth 
and ninetenth parallels o f latitude ; and they ex­
tended themfelves, from eaft to weft, about 
twenty-five degrees. The.revenues, according to 
the Imperial register, were thirty-two millions 
fterling, received in the exchequer, exclufive o f 
the customary prefents, and the eftates o f the 
officers of the crown, which at their death re­
verted to the emperor, and amounted, at a me­
dium, to twenty millions more of our money.
Thefe immenfe fums were expended in maintain­
ing an army of three hundred thoufand horfe, as 
many of foot, in fuppor-t o f the fplendor of the 
court, and in the falaries o f civil officers.

When the indifpofition o f the emperor Akbar Ingieues 
rendered him incapable of attending to public bu- 
finefs, the whole weight o f government fell on Selim. 
Chan Azim, the Vifier. Selim, Akbar’ s only 
furviving fon, notwithftanding the difputes which 
he had formerly with his father, was (till looked 
upon as the heir of the empire. But the Vifier’ s 
daughter being married to Chufero, the eldeffc 
fon o f Selim, that minifter was defirous of plac­
ing the reins o f government in the hands of his 
fon-in-law. He was fupported in this fcheme by 
many of the nobles; the molt enterprizing and 
powerful of whom was Raja Man Singh, whofe

*  Kandahar, G h izn i, C abal, C alhm ire, Lah ore, M oul- 
tan, O utch, Sindi, A jm ere, S irh in d , D e lh i, D uab, A g r a ,
A llah ab ad , Oud, Behar, B en g a l, O riffa , M alava, Berar,
Chandeith, Guzerat.

Von. III. I filler



4  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  h i n d o s t a n .

a , d . filter was the mother of Chufero. The Raja, 
1605. from the antiquity of his family, and his own ad- 
,^4’ drefs, commanded ail the Hindoo intereft in the

---- empire; and he had, at that very time, twenty
thoufand of his native fubjefts of the Rajaput tribe 
in and near the environs of the capital, prepared 
to execute his orders, SeUm being apprized of 
the powerful confederacy againlt him, waited 
upon his father Akbar, two days before his death, 
and laid before him all their fcbernes. The em­
peror called them to his prefence, reprimanded 
them feverely ; and having publicly acknowledged 
Selim his lawful fucceffor in the empire, obliged 
the confederate lords to pay him homage, and to 
promife to fupport his title.

H isa c c e f-  On the fixteenth of the fecond Jemmad, in 
throne.the Year t l̂e Higera one thoufand and fourteen,

the illuftrious Akbar expired at Agra, amid the 
tears of his fubjedts; who loved him as their fa­
ther, admired him as their leader, and feared 
him as their prince. The promife extorted by 
the emperor from the Vifier and Man Singh in 
favour of Selim, had no effedt on their condudt. 
He was no fooner dead than they affembled their 

. party in the houfe of the former, and renewed 
their deliberations in favour of Chufero, in pre­
judice of his father. Selim in the mean time was 
not idle. He convened all his friends in his own 
palace. Things, remained in fufpenfe for fome 
hours, Ferid Bochari, who commanded the city- 
guards, took at length a fpirited refolution. He 
ordered the gates to be fhut, to prevent any 
troops from entering the city ; and, taking the 
keys in his hand, haftened to the palace of Selim. 
He prefented them on his knees, and faluted him 
emperor. All prefent followed his example. 
The news foon reached the houfe of the Vifier. 
The party of Chufero was (truck with a fudden

panic.



panic. They broke up from council, and made A. D. 
all poffible hafte to pay their refpects to the new 
fovereign. The Vificr took care not to be the 10 14 . 

laft. The hopes of Chufero were dalhed in a mo- 
ment. He was feized with fear, and fled down 
the river in a Amtell canoe, with Raja Man Singh, 
and concealed himfelf in that prince’ s houfe till 
he obtained a pardon from his father. Ferid, 
for this iignal fervice, was advanced to the rank 
of paymafter-general of the forces, by the title of 
Murtaza Chan; and many other diftinguifhing 
honours were at the fame time conferred upon 
him.

Selim was born at Sikri, near Agra, on Wed- H is titles 

nefday the feventeenth of the fecond Ribbi, in au ag<5’ 
the nine hundredth and feventy-feventh y e a r  of 
the Higera. The moil remarkable event o f Se­
lim’s life, before his acceflion, was, his difobe*' 
dience to his father’s orders, rather than his re­
bellion again A him, about two years prior to that 
monarch’s death. Infolent at firfl, he refufed to 
return to his duty, and was once actually at the 
head of feventy thoufand men. Upon the death 
of the prince Danial, he, however, fubmitted, 
having then a nearer profpetf of the throne ; Ak- 
bar having upbraided him for his difobedience at 
firfl, and his pufillanimity afterwards, for throw­
ing himfelf upon an enraged fovereign’s mercy, 
when he was at the head of a great army, re­
ceived him into favour. When Selim took the 
reins o f  government in his hands, he aflinned the 
titles o f  Noor-ul-dien Mahommed J e h a n g i r e , 
or Mahommed the Light of the Faith and c o n ­
q u e r o r  of t h e  w o r l d . Fie dated the com­
mencement of his reign from the twentieth of the 
fecond Jemmad 1014, which anfwers to the 21ft 
of O&ober, 1605, being then in the thirty-fe- 
venth year o f his age. Akbar was interred with

I 2 great



A. t>. great pomp at Secundra, near Agra; and the 
j1̂ 4' minds of men were didracted between grief and 
1014. joy, funeral folemnitv, and the fedivity attending 

upon the acceffion of a new fovereign.
Chan Azim, the difeontented Vifier, and the 

w ifeadnai- Raja Man Singh, were fo formidable in the era- 
n i f i r a t io n .  pire, that Jehangire thought it molt prudent to 

accept of the offered allegiance of both, and to 
confirm them in their refpettive honours and go­
vernments, without animadverfion upon their 
late conduft. Man Singh was difpatched to his 
fubafhip of Bengal; Chan Azim to that of Malava. 
The prince Chuiero made his appearance at court; 
and his father, after a fevere reprimand, took 
him at laft into favour. The emperor in the 
mean time began his reign by a ftri<£l adminidra- 
tion of juftice, and by a minute infpe&ion into 
the finances and refources of the date. He iffued 
a public edict to confirm all the laws and regula* 
tions in force. Many fubas were removed front 
their refpeftive governments into other provinces: 
fome were difniilfed to make room for the empe­
ror’s abettors and friends. The deprived gover­
nors repaired to court to redore themfelves, by 
money and intrigue, to their former dignities. 
Some fucceeded in their views: others were re­
duced to defpair, through-want of fuccefs. The 
latter began to form treafonable defigns to recover 
the confequence and power which they had loft.

A confpn To accomplish their purpofe, the difeontented 
vr.m- of !us l ° rds turned their eyes upon Chufero, and hoped, 
ton U ,u -  by his means, to effedt a revolution in the date. 
iero; They pretended to have the greated attachment 

to his perfon : they magnified the number o f his 
friends, and his own merit. They rouzed his 
ambition by the praife of pad aftions, and ani­
mated it by the fair profpedt of prefent fuccefs. 
But what had mod weight with the prince, they

intimidated



intimidated him with pretended difcoveries of the A .  D. 

defigns of his father againft his life. The fecrecy 
neceffary to be obferved in all arduous undertake 10 14 . 

ings againft defpotic governments, rendered it 
difficult for Chufero to know the true (late o f 
things. The fpies, whom the emperor had placed 
around him, in the mean time, increafed, and 
confirmed his fears. Ambition, aided by timi­
dity, at length prevailed over filial duty. He 
plunged therefore into danger, to take immediate 
poffeffion of a throne, which he was born one 
day to mount, without the doubtful fortune of 
the fword.

Chan Azim, and the Raja Man Singh, had ^pmpotfi 
the addrefs not to appear openly in the confpi- o f afisffi- 

racy. They were, however, known to be the r,3t101'' 
life and fupport of the whole. They were ftill 
under the cloud of the emperor’s difpleafure, 
which, at a convenient feafon, might burft on 
their heads. The prince being fo far involved in 
the plot, it would be dangerous for him to re­
cede : and they, juftly confidering the improba­
bility of fuccefs by open force againft the Impe­
rial power, propofed the more fpeedy expedient 
o f affaffinating Jehangire. The propofal came 
to the ears of the prince. Though he was bent 
upon rebellion, he ftartled at parricide. Nature „ 
was rouzed in his breaft. 44 My father,”  laid 
he, 44 may enjoy life without a throne; but I 
can never enjoy a throne ftained with a father’s 
blood. Let him try the fortune of the field.
Let us throw away the daggers of affaffins, and 
owe our advancement to our fwords.”

The confpirators pretended to applaud the no- The plot 
ble fentiments of the prince : but they, from that ^ covei" 
inftant, were irrefolute and embarrafied in their 
councils. Many, violent at the beginning, now 
awed by the greatnefs of the undertaking, ihrunk

back



A. D. back from their purpofe, and began to fhelter 
H°g.' themfelves behind one another. The emperor, 
1015. in the mean time, was in part informed of the 

plot. He prepared to feize the prince : the latter 
was apprized of his father’s defigns. B y a pre­
mature difcovery, this confpiracy, like many of 
the fame kind, failed. Fear took poffeffion of 
the adherents of Chufero. He himfelf was afraid. 
They negleded to execute the daring ftroke, 
which their fituation and fafety required. They 
began to remove themfelves from immediate 
danger, as if the prefent were more to be feared 
than thofe which in future they had to oppofe. 
They, however, did not altogether relinquilh their 
defigns.

F ir f l rif- On Monday the eighth of Zehidge, fix months 
,ng‘ after the acceffion o f Jehangire to the throne of 

India, near one hundred of the confpirators af- 
fembled privately, in the evening, at the tomb of 
the emperor Akbar. Chufero having joined 
them, on pretence o f paying his devotions at his 
grandfather’s fhrine, they proceeded, that very 
night, toward Delhi. About day-break, next 
morning, they had reached the city of Muttra, 
about thirty-eight miles from A gra; and entered 
the town, when the troops, who garrifoned the 
place, were on tfie parade. They halted for re- 
freffiment; and they had the good fortune not to 
be fufpe&ed by the officer who commanded at 
Muttra. Huffein Beg Chan Buduchlhi, who had 
been governor of the province of Cabul during a 
confiderable part of the former reign, being turned 
out of his office by the emperor, was on his way 
to court. Having travelled in the night on ac­
count of the heat o f the weather, he happened to 
enter the city of Muttra at the oppofite gate jud 
when the prince arrived. They met in the mar­
ket-place. Chufero was no ftranger to the dif-

content



content of Huflein ; and efteeming him a great A . D . 

acquifition to his party, from his known bravery jj?15- 
and popularity among the Tartars, who formed a 10 5. 

great part of the imperial army, he called him ''■ 'T '"'*' 
afide, and having founded hitn, laid open his 
whole plan. Huflein being confcious of no crime 
againfl the ftate, thought himfelf highly injured 
by Jehangire. Pofl'efled o f no property but the 
fword, from the generofity o f his difpofition, 
which had lavilhed his fortune upon his friends, 
he required not much intreaty to efpoufe the 
caufe of the prince.

The retinue of Huflein was but fmall. It con- Chufero 

lifted of two hundred Tartar horfe, and three to
hundred Afgan foot. But his military fame was 
great; and he gave life to the confpiracy. The 
prince endeavoured to bring over the governor 
o f Muttra to his party. That officer, perceiving 
his intentions, (hut himfelf up in the citadel, and 
would iiften to no terms. Chufero had neither 
time nor force to reduce him. He contented 
himfelf with enlifting as many as he could of the 
inhabitants and garrifon into his fervice; and, 
leaving Muttra, continued his route to Delhi.

The road between the two great cities of Delhi ^ avtaoees 
and Agra being crowded with travellers, and de-try. un~ 
tachments of horfe and foot going on different 
fervices, the prince forced them to join his 
ftandard. Thofe who rqfufed were, without 
mercy, put to the fword, after being plundered 
o f all their effeds. Small parties of horfe were 
at the fame time difperfed through the country 
on every fide; and fuch as did not immediately 
take up arms in favour o f Chufero were fubmitted 
to military execution, and all the feverities o f 
war. Many were compelled to join him, through 
fear. Others, from the fame caufe, fled into the 
woods; and law from their retreats the fmoke o f

their



A . D . their burning houfes, and mourned over theit 
infants and aged parents, who had not ftrength 

i°|5- to avoid the flames. Some more refolute de- 
fended themfelves again!! the rebels, and to their 
valour owed their lives. The orders of the prince, 
it mud be owned, did not extend to fuch rigour 
and cruelty. But he found it impoflible to re- 
ftrain from exceffes his undifciplined (oldiers. He 
had fet them an example of wickednefs by rebel­
lion ; and it was not to be expe&ed that they 
w’ould fubrnit to his commands in favour of huma­
nity and juftice.

Lavs the Such was the w'afteful progrefs of Chufero to 
Leihi13 mif Delhi. His followers having greatly increafed 
der contri- their numbers in the march, he laid the fuburbs 
buttons. 0f  ^ a t  capjtai under contribution. The gates 

being fhut, the city itfelf was preferved from pil­
lage. The unfortunate people who lived without 
the walls, from their delay in railing the fum 
impofed upon them, had their houfes confumed 
with fire. Many thoufands were ruined. Many, 
to retrieve their affairs, joined the rebels, to 
make reprifals upon the world for the lofs which 
they had fuftained.

T h e  e ra -  e }e v e n  o’clock o f the fame night on which
fuesChu-" Chufero left Agra, his father was informed of 
ler0> his flight by the captain-general, who was ordered 

to purfue immediately the fugitive. About an 
hour after this officer’ s departure with aconfider- 
able body of horfe, the emperor fufpeffing his 
loyalty, difpatched his commands to him to re­
turn. Fend Bochari, lately raifed to the dignity 
o f Murtaza Chan, and to the office of paymaf- 
ter-general of the forces, wras difpatched upon 
that fervice, with an additional number of troops. - 
The whole under Ferid amounted to ten thoufand 
horfe, which greatly retarded his march. Chufe­
ro., of courfe, had the more time to harafs the

country,



country, and to {Lengthen himfelf. In the morn- a . n. 
ing, as foon as day-light appeared, the emperor '; ';/>- 
mounted his horfe; and having affembled all , 5' 
the forces in and near Agra, leaving a fufficient ■- • *— ' 
garrifon in the place, marched with a great army 
toward Delhi. He was, upon the occalion, heard 
to repeat a verfe, which implied, “  That fortune 
depended upon expedition more than on counfel s 
and that his life ihould be darkened who put off 
till to-morrow what ought to be done to-day.5’
The undutiful behaviour of a fon, whom he 
loved, was a fevere ftroke to his mind. He re- 
fufed to eat or drink, or to take reft for fome 
time ; and even opium, to which he was much 
addicted, he declined.

The governor and inhabitants of Delhi, having v;ht> takes 
v recovered from the firft impreffions which the 

fudden arrival and ravages committed by Chufero 
had made upon their minds, prepared for a refo- 
lute defence. Some troops, who were ftationed 
in Afferent parts of the country, had thrown 
themfelves into the town. As there was a coniider- 
able quantity of the Imperial treafure lodged in 
the city, as well as the great wealth of private per- 
fons, the intentions of the prince were to have 
furprized Delhi, and to furnifh himfelf with mo­
ney fufficient to raife an army in the province o f 
Punjab. But the general terror which his rapa­
city had excited carried the news of his march be­
fore him, and difappointed his defigns. Defpair- 
ing of being able to force Delhi to furrender 
before the arrival of the Imperial army, having 
remained only two days in the fuburbs, Chufero 
took the route of Lahore. Having been, on his 
inarch, joined by a great number of men, he at­
tempted, immediately upon his arrival, to take 
that city by efcalade. He was repulfed with feme 

. lofs by the garrifon : and being at the fame time
deftitute



A.  D . deftitute of artillery, he was greatly difconcerted 
1606. h;s meafures. He, however, inverted the
H ip-. ,
1015. place.

w  The Imperial troops rtationed in the province 
fcatedby threw themfelves into Lahore. They fallied out 
Ferid Bo- on the befiegers nine fucceflive days, but they 
cfian" were as often repulfed, and obliged to Ihelter them­

felves behind their walls. Chufero in the mean 
time had drawn together fome artillery from fmall 
fortreffes in the neighbourhood, which he had 
found means to furprife. Nothing could be effect­
ed againft the place before the arrival of Ferid, 
the paymafter-general, with the emperor’s advanc­
ed guard. The prince, with an army of thirty 
thoufand horle and foot, but without order, with­
out difcipline* inarched out of his camp to give 
battle to Ferid. The gariifon of Lahore perceiv­
ing his motions, fell upon his rear. He left a 
part of his army to oppofe them: With the re­
maining part he attacked Ferid. His troops be* 
haved better than their difcipline feemed to pro- 
mife. He expofed his own perfon. He &as at 
length deferted ; and, preffmg among the thickeft 
o f the enemy, he found himfelf with only a few 
of his principal adherents, who bravely fought by 
his fide. In this fituation he was furrounded by 
the Imperialirts on every fide. He was perfonally 
known to them all. They were tender of his 
life ; and, in attempting to take him prifoner, 
they permitted him to make his efcape. Great 
honours were conferred upon Ferid by the empe­
ror, on account of this fignal viftory.

Fiuftuat- The unfortunate Chufero wandered all night 
fed of "ws through the woods, with a few attendants. His 
adherents. a r m y  was all difperfed. He came in the morning 

to a hut, where, quite overcome by fatigue, he 
laid himfelf down to reft. Some of his friends 
having difcovered where he lay, aftembled round

him.



him. They began to confult together on the a . t>. 
prefent untoward fituation of their affairs. They 
differed in opinion. Such of the chiefs as were io’i%
natives of Bengal and the adjacent provinces, in- '— *—J  
fitted upon raking the route o f that quarter of 
India, by the foot o f the northern mountains: 
they alleged, that the Raja Man Singh, who was 
then fubaof Bengal, poffeffed great power, which 
he would not fail to exert in his nephew’s caufe * : 
that the country was rich and populous : that it 
was an invariable maxim among the Hindoo 
princes, never to defert the intereft of a ftranger 
who Ihouid throw- himfeif under their protection :
Befides, that the Raja Man Singh joined the af- 
feClion of a relation to the prince, to the natural 
faith of his nation to the fuppliant and unfortu­
nate. The natives of Chandeiffa and Malaya were 
for trying their fortunes in their reipective pro­
vinces. Chan Azim, the late Vifier, father-in- 
law o f Chufero, was governor of the latter 5 and 
they doubted not but he would fupport the dig­
nity* of his own family. They added, that Azim 
was poffeffed of a fine army, provided with artil­
lery, and furnilhed with ftores.

Huffein Beg, who was in chief confidence with 
the prince, ftarted objections to the different plans Th®y dif“ 
o f his other adherents. He urged the diftance of per e‘ 
the march, and the impoffibility of forcing their 
way through countries full of Imperial troops, 
who would be very aCtive, fince Fortune had 
forfaken the fide of Chufero. Fie propofed that 
they (hould continue their route to Cabul; where 
he himfeif had intereft fufficient to arm the whole 
province, together with his native country Buduch-

*  It was cuftomary wfth the Mahommedan emperors of 
Hindoftan to demand the daughters of Hindoo princes in 
marriage. The mother of Chufero was lifter to the Rajah 
Man Singh.
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A . n. fhan, in favour of the prince. Chufero, during 
i6°6. the debate, fat filent. I laving at length weighed 
,0,5. each opinion, he declared in favour of that of 
- r '" - ' HutTein •, alleging, that the troops of the north 

were mod faithful to their chiefs.  ̂ The obferva- 
tion difpleafed the other chiefs: they murmured, 
and left his prefence. They faw that their affairs 
were defperate, and they refolved to retreat to 
their refpe&ive habitations; covering their fears 
under a pretended difguft at the preference given 
to the counfel of Huffein.

He arrives Chufero in a few minutes found himfelf defert- 
barks o f  ed by thofe who had made him the too! of their 
the Attoc; ambition and revenge. Reproaches were to no 

effed. He blamed his adherents for their timidi­
ty and perfidy ; but he himfelf was not iefs cul­
pable. His mind was agitated with various paf- 
fions. Rage againft his own folly was the mod 
predominant. Hulfein was the only chief o f note 
who remained of the confpirators. His follow­
ers, confiding of three hundred horfe, and a few 
of the prince’s menial fervants, formed their 
whole retinue. With thefe they fet out for Cabul. 
Being forced to depart from the high road, they 
frequently lod their way, as they were obliged to 
travel in the night.

waiTo/or Keeping their courfe through unfrequented 
boa;s,° paths, and by-roads, they at length arrived on the 

banks of the river Attoc, the larged branch of 
the Indus. It was impaffable without boats. It 
was then midnight. They moved down the river 
to the ferry of Choudera. Finding no boats at 
that place, though a much frequented paffage, 
they underdood that orders had been fent to conceal 
them. The ferryman and villagers were adeep. 
It was propofed to feize them, to force them to 
difcover where the boats were laid. Some were 
taken in their beds; others efcaped, and, with

their



their outcries, alarmed the country. The prince A. D. 
underftood from thofe that were taken, that or- 
ders from the Imperial camp had two days before icij. 
been received by the zemindar of the diftrift, to 
flop the paffageof the river; and that, in obedi­
ence to thefe orders, he had fecreted the boats.
Huffein in the mean time having difpatched fome 
o f his followers in quell o f the boats, they found 
two, filled with wood, in a neighbouring creek.
Thefe were unloaded, and brought to the proper 
place. The zemindar, being rouzed from deep 
by the noife, had come by this time to the banks 
o f the Attoc, attended by a concourfe of people.
He called to thofe who dragged the boats, that he 
had an Imperial mandate to prohibit all perfons, 
under pain of death, to crofs the river. They, 
intimidated by his threats, turned the head of the 
two boats acrofs the ftrearn. The prince’s party- 
fired upon them : fome were killed, others plung­
ed into the river ; and a few expert fwimmers, in 
the retinue of Chufero, brought one boat with 
difficulty to the ffiore.

The banks of the Attoc were in the mean time he is in 
crowded with the country people. An officer ar- a,i 
rived with a hundred horfe to guard the paffage.
Other detachments came gradually in from every 
quarter. Chufero and Huffein refolved to fave 
themfelves in the boat. They placed their horfes 
in the center, and they themfelves took their feats 
in the Hern. Their attendants, afraid of being left 
to the mercy of their enemies, threw themfelves 
headlong into the veffel, and almolt funk her.
They, however, puffied her from ffiore ; threw 
fome overboard, and cut off the hands of others 
who clung to her Tides. Many were drowned. A  
few flain by the Imperialifts. This was but the 
beginning of misfortunes. Molt of the oars had 
been loft in the confufion; and the rudder, to

complete



a . d . complete the ruin o f  the unfortunate Chufero, had 
been inadvertently thrown overboard with the 

kmj! wood with which the boat had been found loaded. 
'‘- T " ' - '  Thefe inconveniencies, joined to a want of {kill 

in the rowers, rendered it impoflible for them to 
manage the boat. She was carried down the 
firearm I he confufion was great, and danger 
every moment ir.creafed.

is The zemindar, and the party who guarded
w " . prl’  A e  ferry, were not idle. They feized upon thofe 

left aihore. They fired at the boat, and followed 
her down the river. She ft ruck at laft on a fand- 
bank. Some plunged into the water to pulh her 
o ff : fhe remained immoveable. The fire conti­
nued. Many were killed. No refource was left. 
The fun v.'as juft riling. Cafim Chan, who com­
manded the party of horfe, feeing the unfortu­
nate prince in this unextricable fttuation, ftopt the 
fire. Being by rhis time joined by another officer 
who commanded a body of troops in the neigh­
bourhood, both mounted their elephants; and, 
riding in to the bank on which the boat lay, feized 
the prince. Cafim placed him behind him on the 
elephant, while the other officer fecured Huffein. 
The few that remained of their attendants were 
carried aihore in another boat.

¥  ^  Such was the end of a rebellion begun without 
fore his any juft caufe, concerted without judgment, and 
father. carried on with very moderate abilities, by a 

prince fcarce more unfortunate than he deferved 
to be. The emperor was at the time encamped in 
a garden near Lahore. He received the news of 
the feizure of the prince with exceflive joy. He 
ordered him to be brought before him, with a 
golden chain from his left hand to his left foot, ac­
cording to the laws of his anceftors, Zingis and 
Timur. Huffein, loaded with iron chains, was 
placed on the right-hand of Chufero; Abdul

Rahim,



Rahim, another of the principal rebels, on his a . d. 
left. Jehangire fternly afked his fon, “  What 
could induce thee, Sultan Chufero, to rebel 101V. 
againft thy fovereign and father ?”  Chufero was —̂ V '-'' 
filent: the emperor began to relent. He then, 
ima fofter tone, quefiioned him about his advifers 
and abettors in rebellion. Chufero burft into 
tears. His father was furprized : for till then he 
had remained firm. “  Father,”  laid the prince, 
with a broken voire, “  my crime is great; but 
let me fuffer for it alone. When you accufed 
me, I was fenfible of my faults; and, as I was 
reconciled with the lofs o f life, I behaved 'with 
dignity. But when you raife the remembrance of 
my friends, I am troubled at their fate. Let 
them efcape as they can ; I will never become 
their accufer.”

Jehangire flood filent; and by his preffing him Execution 

no farther, feemed to applaud his fentiments. ^ rhl* 
A ny information from the prince would be un- ’ 
neceffary. The confpirators had impeached one 
another; and three hundred of the chiefs 
were already leized. The prince was delivered 
over, in clofe confinement, into the hands of the 
paymafter-general. Huffein was fentenced to be 
fewed up in the raw hide of an ox, and to be 
thrown in that condition into the flreet. The hide 
was foon contracted by the heat of the fun ; and 
he expired in a few hours. Abdul Rahim did 
not fo eafily efcape. Finding that Huffein was 
dead fooner than they expeCled, thofe appointed 
to fuperintend the executions, kept the afs’s hide 
in which Rahim was inclofed, conflantly moifl 
with water. He lived for fevera! days in that 
miferable condition. Three hundred pales in the 
mean time were fet up in two rows along the pub­
lic road. The rebels, to that number, were drawn 
alive on the pales. Chufero was brought every

day,



A . l>. day, as long as any of the unhappy wretches breath- 
>6o6. ed under their tortures, to view the horrid fight. He 

was led in chains through the mldft of them, whillt 
v— -r — ' he watered the ground with his tears. Some of 

them had been his deareft companions ; others his 
faithful fervartts, who had followed his fortunes, 
merely to fhew their fidelity to a matter whom 
they loved.

Candatiar Thefe barbarous executions were fcarce over at 
IhlteHT7 Lahore, when news was brought to the Imperial 
an$. er * camp, that the Ferfians had inverted Qmdahar 

with a numerous arm y; that Shaw Beg, the go­
vernor of that city and province, had, by his 
rafhnefs, fuftered a very confiderable lofs in a 
fa lly ; yet that he continued, without any ne- 
cefiity, to expofe the garrifon. His conduct 
could only be accounted for by an abfurditv bor­
dering on madnefs. He was as carelefs of his 
own life as he was of his duty. Diffolute beyond 
example, he ordered an awning to be fpread over 
the gate-way molt expofed to the enemy’s fire. 
He fat under it all day, converfing with common 
proftitutes, whom, much againft their inclination, 
he forced to attend him. The emperor, fearing 
more from his negligence and debauchery, than 
he hoped from his fidelity and courage, fent Sirdir 
Chan,* an old Oinrah, to fuperfede him in his go­
vernment, with orders to defend Candahar to the 
laft extremity. Ghazi Chan, an officer of great 
reputation, was, at the fame time, difpatched 
with twenty-five thoufand horfe, to harais the 
enemy, jehangire himfelf, with the remaining 
part of the Imperial army, marched to Cabul.

T h e  fiege Ghazi had fcarce advanced within fix days 
raifed . J march 0f  Candahar, when the Perfians railed the 

fiege, and retreated towards Choraffan. No rea- 
fou could be artigned for thefe hoftilides on the 
fide of Perfia, except the favourable opportunity
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offered, by the rebellion o f Chufero, for feizing A. D. 
the city of Candahar, which was, in fome mea- 
fare, the key to the Perfian empire. Shaw Abas 1015.
of Perfia pretended, that his lieutenants in the v----< '
provinces of Seiftan and Chofaffan had taken this 
ftep without his orders; and that it was his pofx- 
tive commands which raifed the fiege.

Jehangire placed little faith in the profeffions Jp e w  
of Abas ; being fatisfied, that the death of Akbar, ca. 
and the rebellion of Chufero, were the true mo­
tives of the invafion, He, however, admitted 
the excufes of the Perfian, which were brought 
by his ambaffador Huffein. Several final 1 forts 
near Candahar, which had been taken by the 
Perfians, were evacuated, and peace between the 
two formidable powers was re-eftablifhed. Shaw 
Beg, deprived of the government of Candahar, 
was made Suba of Cabul: for, notwith(landing 
his abfurd behaviour, he had difplayed both ani­
lity and fpirit in the defence of the city. The 
emperor, after thefe tranfadlions, returned to­
ward Lahore.

Sultan Chufero was dill in clofe confinement, A «mfpi- 
which his aftive and vehement difpofition could racy 
very iil endure. The ufage he met with deprived 
him of every hope of a reconciliation with his 
father. The marks of affeHion (hewn by the em­
peror to his younger fons, Purvez and Churrum, 
confirmed the fufpicions o f Chufero. It was alfo 
currently reported, that Jehangire was to appoint 
one of the two favoured princes, his fucceffor.
Nothing but difappointment, and even death,
prefented to Chufero’s mind. His friends were
ftill numerous in the army. He founded them,
by his emiffaries: fome moved by his misfortunes,
many in love with novelty, began to  ̂form trea-
fonable defigns againft the emperor’s life. It was ,
concerted to fall upon Jehangire at the chace,
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A .  d . and, having difpatched him, to raife Chufero, 
Vj?6- from his prifon to the throne. 
joJf; Some writers doubt, whether Chufero was at 

t -—' all privy to this confpiracy: others deny the 
Difcover- The hrft a r g u e  from the .humanity of

Chufero; the latter fay, that it was a fi&ion of 
Sultan Churrum, third fon of Jehangire. This 
much is certain, that the firft intelligence of the 
confpiracy came, through prince Churrum, to 

, the emperor’s ears. He informed his father, that 
five hundred of the nobility were engaged in a 
plot againft his life. Jehangire was ftartled, and 
knew not how to a f t : he confidered, that, Ihould 
he feize fome, the reft would be alarmed; and 
that danger might arife from their power. As it 
was difficult, therefore, to fecure them all at 
once, he thought it molt prudent to fend all on 
different fervices. Four of the principals he re- 
ferved, whom he ordered to be feized. They 
were tried for treafon; fufficient proofs could not 
be found. They were kept in confinement: Chu­
fero was more narrowly watched; and became 
daily more and more obnoxious to his father.
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j e h a n g i r e .

C H A P .  II.

Disturbances in Bengal— Story of Chaja Aiafs—
His flight from Tartary— Dijlrefs in the defart 
— Birth of the Sultana Noor-Mdhil—  Marriage 
with Shere Afkun— Perfection— and murder of 
that Omrah—Her marriage with the emperor 
— Promotion of her fam ily.

J e h a n g ir e , having r d w « d  the affairs of
the provinces to the north-welt ot the Indus, 
marched toward the capital. W hen he was crof­
ting the Attoc, letters were received from 111am 
Chan, governor of Behar, with intelligence, that 
Shere Afkun, a native o f Turkomans, who 
commanded in the diftrict o f Burdwan, had, with 
his own hand, killed Kuttub-ul-dien Koka, Suba 
of Bengal, together with feveral other officers, 
who had fet upon Shere A fkun, with an inten­
tion to affaffinate him. Jehangire was much af­
flicted at the death of his favourite Kuttub; but 
he derived fome comfort from the Suba s fuccefs 
agataft the life of Shere A fkun  The crcum- 
{lances of the unhappy fate o f this chief are
themfelves extraordinary; and the knowledge o f
them is neceffary for elucidating the fequel of the 
hiftory of Jehangire. l o  trace things to t 
fource, we muft, for fome time, lofe fight of the
unfortunate Shere. • „„ -

About twenty years before this period, Chaja tonr of
Aiafs, a native of the weftern i  artary, left th afs. 
country to puffi his fortune in Hindoflan. He 
was defended of an ancient and noble family,
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fallen into decay by various revolutions of fortune. 
He, however, had received a good education, 
which was all his parents could bellow. Falling 
in love with a young woman, as poor as himfelf, 
he married her; but he found it difficult to pro­
vide for her the very neceflaries of life. Reduced 
to the laft extremity, he turned his thoughts upon 
India, the ufual refource o f the needy Tartars of 
the north. He left privately friends, who either 
would not or could not affilt him, and turned his 
face to a foreign country. His all confifted of 
one forry horfe, and a very final! fum of money, 
which had proceeded from the fale of his other 
effedts. Placing his wife upon the horfe, he 
walked by her fide. She happened to be with 
child, and could ill endure the fatigue of fo great 
a journey. Their fcanty pittance of money was 
foon expended : they had even fubfilled, for fome 
days, upon charity, when they arrived on the 
fkirts of the Great Solitudes, which feparate Tar­
tary from the dominions of the family of Timur, 
in India. No houfe was there to cover them from 
the inclemency of the weather; no hand to relieve 
their wants. To return, was certain m ifery; to 
proceed, apparent deltruclion.

Hisdiftrsfs They had failed three days : to complete their 
misfortunes, the wife of Aiafs was taken in la­
bour. She began to reproach her hufband for 
leaving his native country at an unfortunate hour ; 
for exchanging a quiet, though poor life, for the 
ideal profpedl of wealth in a diftant country. 
In this diltreffed fituation ffie brought forth a 
daughter. They remained in the place for fome 
hours, with a vain hope that travellers might paf9 
that way. They were difappointed. Human feet 
feldom tread thefe defarts: the fun declined 

/ a*pace. They feared the approach of night: the
place was the haunt o f wild beafts j and fhould

they



they efcape their hunger, they muft fall by their 
own. Chaja Aiafs, in this extremity, having 
placed his wife on the horfe, found himfelf fo much 
exhaufted that he could fcarcely move. To carry 
the child was impoffible: the mother could not 
even hold herfelf fall on the horfe. A  long con- 
teft began between Humanity and Neceffity : the 
latter prevailed, and they agreed to expofe the 
child on the high-way. The infant, covered with 
leaves, was placed under a tree; and the difcon- 
folate parents proceeded in tears.

When they had advanced about a mile from in the de- 

the place, and the eyes of the mother could no ait' 
longer diftinguilh the folitary tree under which 
fhe had left her daughter, fhe gave way to grief; 
and throwing herfelf from the horfe on the ground, 
exclaimed, c( My child! my child!”  She endea­
voured to raife herfelf; but fhe had no ftrength 
to return. Aiafs was pierced to the heart. He 
promifed to bring her the infant. He arrived at 
the place. No fo oner had his eyes reached the 
child, than he was almofl (truck dead with horror.
A  black fnake, fay our authors, was coiled around 
i t ; and Aiafs believed he beheld him extending 
his fatal jaws to devour the infant. The father 
rufhed forward. The ferpent, alarmed at his vo­
ciferation, retired into the hollow tree. He took 
up his daughter unhurt, and returned to the 
mother. He gave her child into her arms ; and, 
as he was informing her of the wonderful efcape 
of the infant, fome travellers appeared, and foon 
relieved them of all their wants. They proceeded 
gradually and came to Lahore.

The emperor Akbar, at the arrival of Aiafs, His arrival 
kept his court at Lahore. Afiph Chan, one o f fortucn°e0aC 
that monarch’s principal Omrahs, attended then Lahore, 

the prefence. He was a diflant relation to Aiafs, 
gnd he received him with attention and friend*

(hip.



fhip. To employ him, he made him his own 
fecretary. Aiafs foon recommended himfelf to 
Afiph in that Ration; and, by fome accident, his 
diligence and ability attra&ed the notice o f the 
emperor, who raifed him to the command of a 
thoufand horfe. He became, in procefs of time, 
mailer of the houfehold; and his genius being 
ftill greater than even his good fortune, he raifed 
himfelf to the office and title of A&imad-ul-Dowla, 
or high treafurer of the empire. Thus he, who 
had almolt periffied through mere want in the de- 
fert, became, in the fpace of a few years, the 
fir It fubjeft in India.

« r  The daughter, who had been born to Aiafs in 
daughter the defert, received, foon after his arrival at La-
Niflkr ul* h° re’ the name ° f  Mher' ul' Niffa5 or the Sun of 

Women. She had fome right to the appellation ; 
for in beauty ffie excelled all the ladies o f the 
Eaft.  ̂ She was educated with the utmoll care and 
attention. In mufic, in dancing, in poetry, in paint­
ing, ffie had no equal among her fex. Her difpofi- 
tion was volatile,her wit lively and fatirical,herfpirit 
lofty and uncontrouled. Selim, the prince-royal, 
vifited one day her father. When the public en­
tertainment was over, when all, except the prin- 
cipal guefts, were withdrawn, and wine was 
brought on the table, the ladies, according to cuf- 
tom, were introduced in their veils.

Ijtesljui” The an‘hition of Mher-ul-Niffa afpired to a con- 
tan S e l im ; quell of the prince. She fung— he was in rap­

tures : ffie danced— he could hardly be rellrained, 
by the rules of decency, to his place. Her fta- 
ture, her ffiape, her gait, had raifed his ideas of 
her beauty to the highell pitch. When his eyes 
feemed to devour her, ffie, as by accident, dropt 
her veil ; and ffione upon him, at once, with all 
her charms. 1  he confulion, which ffie could well 
feign, on the occafion, heightened the beauty of

her



her face. Her timid eye by Health fell upon the 
prince, and kindled all his foul into love. He 
was filent for the remaining part of the evening : 
fhe endeavoured to confirm, by her wit, the con- 
queft which the charms of her perfon had made.

Selim, diftradted with his paffion, knew not M arries 

what courfe to take. Mher-ul-Niffa had been be- Af“ 
trothed, by her father, to Shere Afkun, a Tur- 
komanian nobleman of great renown. He ap­
plied to his father Akbar, who fternly refufed to 
commit a piece of injuftice, though in favour of 
the heir of his throne. The price retired abalh- 
ed ; and Mher-ul Niffa became the wife of Shere 
Afkun. The latter, however, buffered in his 
profpects in life, for not having made a voluntary 
refignation of the lady to the enamoured prince.
Though Selim durft make no open attack upon his 
fortunate rival during the life of Akbar, men in 
office worfhipped the rifing fun, and threw ac­
cumulated difgrace on Shere Afkun. He be­
came difgufld, and left the court of Agra. He 
retired into the province o f Bengal, and obtain­
ed from the Suba of that country, the fuperm- 
tendency of the diftridt of Burdwan.

The paffion for Mher-ul-Niffa, which Seilm had ^Jutedby 
repreffed from a refpect and fear for his father, re- Selim , 

turned with redoubled violence -when he himfelf 
mounted the throne o f India. He was now abfo- 
lute ; no fubjedt could thwart his will and pleafure.
He recalled Shere A fkun from his retreat. He 
was, however, afraid to go fo much againfl: the 
current of the public opinion, as to deprive that 
Omrah of his wife. Shere was inflexible : no 
man of honour in India can part with his fpoufe, 
and retain his life. His incredible ftrength and 
bravery had rendered Shere extremely popular, 
f ie  was naturally high-fpirited and proud ; and 
j,t was not to be expedited, that he would yield to

indignity



indignity and public fhame.— His family, his for­
mer reputation was high.— Born of noble parents 
in Turkomania, he had fpent his youth in Perfia ; 
and had ferved wiih uncommon renown, Shaw 
Ifmael the third of the Sufvi line. His original 
name was Ada Jillo , but having killed a lion, 
he was dignified with the title of Shere Afkun, 
or the Overthrower o f the Lion. Under the 
latter name he became famous in India. In the 
wars of Akbar, he had ferved with great repu­
tation. He had diftinguilhed himfelf, in a parti­
cular manner, under Chan Cbanan, at the tak­
ing o f Sind, by exhibiting prodigies o f perfo- 
nal ftrength and valour. Preferments had been 
heaped upon him ; and he was highly efteemed 
at court, during the life of Akbar, who loved in 
others that daring intrepidity for which he him­
fe lf was renowned.

H e is c a ll-  Jehangire kept his court at Delhi, when he
ed to court, called Shere Afkun to the prefence. He received 

him gracioully and conferred new honours upon 
him. Shere Afkun, naturally open and generous, 
lufpe&ed not the emperor’s intentions. Tim e, 
he thought, had erazed the memory of Mher-ul- 
Niffa from Jehangire’ s mind. He was deceived. 
The monarch was refolved to remove his r iva l; 
but the means he ufed were, at once, foolilh and 
difgraceful. He appointed a day for hunting; 
and ordered the haunt o f an enormous tiger to 
be explored. News was foon brought, that a 
tiger of an extra< .vdinary fize was difcovered in 
the foreft of Nidarbari. This favage, it was faid, 
had carried off many of the largelt oxen from 
the neighbouring villages. The emperor directed 
thither his march, attended by Shere Afkun, and 
feveral thoufands of his principal officers, with all 
their trains. Having, according to the cuftom 
of the Mogul Tartars, furrounded the ground for 
many miles, they began to move toward the cen­

ter,



ter, on all fides. The tiger was rouzed. His 
roaring was heard in all quarters: and the em­
peror haftened to the place.

The nobility being aftembled, Jehangire called 
aloud, “  Who among you will advance fmgly 
« and attack this tiger ■?”  They looked on one 
another in filence : then all turned their eyes on 
Shere Afkun. He feemed not to underhand 
their meaning: at length three Omrahs ftarted 
forth from the circle, and facrificing fear to lhame, 
fell at the emperor’s feet, and begged permif- 
fion to try fmgly their ftrength againft the formi­
dable animal. The pride of Shere Afkun arofe.
He had imagined, that none durft attempt a 
deed fo dangerous. He hoped, that after the 
refufal of the nobles, the honour o f the enter- 
prize would devolve in courfe on his hands. But 
three had offered themfelves for the combat: and 
they were bound in honour to inftft on their prior 
right. Afraid of lofing his former renown, Shere 
A f  kun began thus in the prefence, “  To attack 
“  an animal with weapons is both unmanly and 
“  unfair. God has given to man limbs and 
“  finews as well as to tigers: he has added reafon 
“  to the former to conduft his ftrength,”  The 
other Omrahs obje&ed in vain, “  That all 
“  men were inferior to the tiger in ftrength ; and 
“  that he could be overcome only with fteel.”
“  I will convince you of your miftake,”  Shere 
A fkun replied : and, throwing down his fword 
and fliield, prepared to advance unarmed.

Though the emperor was, in fecret, pleafed 
with a propofal full of danger to Shere, he made'mnusu- 
a fhew of difluading him from the enterprize. ser- 
Shere was determined. The monarch, with 
feigned reludance, yielded. Men knew not whe­
ther they ought moft to admire the courage of the 
man, or exclaim againft the folly of the deed. 
Aftonifhment was painted in every face. Every

tongue



tongue was filent. Writers give a particular, 
but incredible detail of the battle between Shere 
Afkun and the tiger. This much is certain, that, 
after a long and obftinate ftruggle, the aftonilh- 
ing warrior prevailed ; and though mangled with 
wounds himfelf, laid at laft the favage dead at his 
feet. The thoufands who were eye-witnelfes of the 
action, were even almoft afraid to vouch for the 
truth of the exploit, with their concurring tefti- 
mony. The fame of Shere was increafed; and 
the defigns of the emperor failed. But the de­
termined cruelty o f the latter ftopt not here : 
other means of death were contrived againft the 
unfortunate Shere.

Ter^nS a He had fcarce recovered from his wounds,
againft his when he came to pay his refpe&s at court. He
life- was careffed by the emperor ; and he fufpe&ed no 

guile.  ̂A  fnare, however, was prepared for him. 
Jehangire had meanly condefcended to give pri­
vate orders to the rider of one of his largeft ele­
phants to waylay his rival, in one of the narrow 
flreets, when he next Ihould return to court, and 
there to tread him to death. As accidents of 
that kind fometimes happen, from the rage of 
thofe animals in the rutting feafon, the thing 
might have paffed without fufpicion. Shere was 
carried in his palanky. He faw the elephant in 
his way. He gave orders to the bearers to return 
back : the elephant came forward. They threw 
the palanky, with their mailer, intheftreet, and 
fled to fave their lives. Shere faw his danger. 
He had juft time to rife. He drew a Ihort fword, 
which always hung by his fide : with this wea­
pon he ftruck the elephant acrofs the root of the 
trunk, which he cut off with one blow. The 
snimal roared, turned from him, fell down and 
expired. The emperor was looking out at a 
window. He retired with amazement and fhame„

Shere



Shere continued his way to the palace. Without 
any fufpicion of treachery, he related the particu­
lars to Jehangire. The latter difguifed his fenti- 
ments, but relinquifned not his defigns. He 
praifed the ftrength and valour o f Shere, who re­
tired fatisfied and unfufpecting from the prefence.

Whether the emperor endeavoured to conquer Difcomfis 
his paflion for Mher-ul-Niffa, or felt remorfe from 
his own behaviour, is uncertain ; but, for the 
fpace o f fix months, no further attempts were 
made againfl the life o f Shere, who now retired 
to the capital of Bengal. The former defigns o f 
Jehangire were no fecret. They were the fubject 
o f common converfation., little to the advantage 
o f the character of a great prince. Abfolute mo- 
narchs, however, are never without men who flat­
ter their worft paffions, and adminifter to their 
m oll pernicious pleafures. Kuttub, Suba of Ben­
gal, was one of thefe convenient fycophants. To 
ingratiate himfelf with the emperor, though per­
haps not by his exprefs commands, he hired forty 
ruffians, to attack and murder Shere, when an 
opportunity fhould offer. Shere was apprized o f 
the intentions of Kuttub. He continued within 
doors ; but fuch was his confidence in his own 
ftrength and valour, that at night he would not 
permit his fervants to remain in his houfe. They, 
according to cuflom, retired each to his own 
home. An old porter only remained of the men 
fervants, under the fame roof with Shere. The 
aflaffins were no ftrangers to a circumftance com­
mon in India. They made their obfervations up­
on the houfe. They found that there was a room, 
on the right hand, within the principal door, 
which Shere ufed, as a writing-chamber. This 
room communicated, by a narrow paffage, with 
the fleeping apartments. When it was dark, they 
took advantage of the old porter’s abfence, and

conveyed



conveyed themfelves, without difcovery, into the 
houfe.

forty a fia f- The principal door being bolted at the ufual 
llBS* hour, Shere and his family went to bed. Some 

o f the alfaffins, when they thought he was fallen 
afleep, hole filently into his apartment. They 
prepared to plunge their daggers into his body, 
when one of them, who was an old man, being 
touched with remorfe, cried out with a loud voice: 
“  Hold ! have we not the emperor’s orders ? Let 
“  us behave like men. Shall forty fall upon one, 
<£ and that one afleep!”  “  Boldly fpoken,”  faid 
Shere ; ftarting that inftant from his bed. Seizing 
his fword, he placed himfelf in a corner o f the 
room. There he was attacked by the afiaflins. 
In a few minutes, many of the villains lay, wel­
tering in their blood, at his feet. Scarce one half 
efcaped without a wound. The old man, who 
had given warning, did not attempt to fly. Shere 
took him by the hand, praifed and thanked him 
for his behaviour, and having enquired about 
thofe who had hired the affaflins, difmifled him, 
with handfome prefents, to relate the particulars 
abroad,

Heismur- The fame of this gallant exploit refounded 
dereij. through the whole empire. Shere could not ftir 

abroad for the mob, who prefled around him. 
He, however, thought proper to retire from the 
capital o f Bengal, to his old refidence at Burd- 
wan. He hoped to live there in obfcurity and 
fafety, with his beloved Mher-ul-Nifla. He was 
deceived. The Suba o f Bengal had received his 
government, for the purpofe of removing the un­
fortunate Shere; and he was not ungrateful. 
After deliberating with himfelf about the means, 
he, at laft, fell upon an effeftual expedient. Set­
tling the affairs of his government at Tanda, 
which was, at that time, the capital of Bengal,

he



he refolved, with a great retinue, to make the 
tour o f the dependent provinces. In his rout he 
came to Burdwan. He made no fecret to his prin­
cipal officers, that he had the emperor’s orders 
for difpatching Shere: That devoted Omrah,
hearing that the Suba was entering the town in 
which he refided, mounted his horfe, and, with 
two fervants only, went to pay his refpe&s. The 
Suba received Shere with affeded politenefs.
They rode, for fome time, fide by fide ; and their 
converfation turned upon indifferent affairs. The 
Suba fuddenly ftopt. He ordered his elephant o f 
ftate to be brought 5 which he mounted, under 
a pretence of appearing with becoming pomp in 
the city of Burdwan. Shere flood ftill, when the 
Suba was afcending; and one o f the pikemen, 
pretending that Shere was in the way, ftruck his 
horfe, and began to drive him before him. Shere 
was enraged at the affront. He knew that the 
pikeman durft not have ufed that freedom with­
out his mafter’s orders : he faw plainly, that there 
was a laid defign againfl his life. He turned 
round upon the pikeman, and threatened him 
with inftant death. He fell on the ground and 
begged for mercy. Swords were drawn. Shere 
had no time to lofe. He fpurred his horfe up to 
the elephant, on which the Suba was mounted ; 
and having broke down the amari or caftle, cut 
him in two ; and thus the unfortunate Kutfub be­
came the vidtim of his own zeal to pleafe the em­
peror. Shere did not reft here: he turned his 
Iword on the other officers. The firfit that fell 
by his hands was Aba Chan, a native of Cafe- 
mire ; who was an Omrah of five thoufand horfe.
Four other nobles feared the fame fate. A death 
attended every blow from the hand of Shere.
The remaining chiefs were at once aftonifeed and 
frightened. They fled to a diftance, and formed

a circle
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a circle around him. Some began to gall him 
•with arrows; others to fire with their mufquets. 
His horfe, at length, being Ihot with a ball in 
the forehead, fell under him. The unfortunate 
Shere, reduced to the laft extremity, began to 
upbraid them with cowardice. He invited them 
feverally to fingle combat; but he begged in vain. 
He had already received fome wounds. He plainly 
faw his approaching fate. Turning his face 
toward Mecca, he took up fome duff with his 
band ; and, for want of water, threw it, by way 
o f ablution, upon his head. He then flood up, 
feemingly unconcerned. Six balls entered his 
body, in different places, before he fell. His 
enemies had fcarce the courage to come near, till 
they faw him in the laft agonies of death. They 
praifed his valour to the fkies: but in adding to 
his reputation, they took away from their own.

Mfrer-ul- The officer, who fucceeded the deceafed Suba 
in the command of the troops, haftened to the 
houfe of Shere. He was afraid that Mher-ul- 
Niffa, in the firft paroxifms of grief,_ might make 
away with herfelf. That lady, however, bore 
her misfortunes with more fortitude and refigna- 
tion. She was unwilling to adopt the manners of 
her country, upon fuch tragical occafions. She 
even pretended, in vindication of her apparent 
infenfibility, to follow the injundions of her de­
ceafed lord. She alleged that Shere, forefeeing 
his own fall by jehangire, had conjured her to 
yield to the defires o f that monarch without he- 
fitation. The reafons, which fhe laid, he gave, 
were as feeble as the fad  itfelf was improbable. 
He was afraid that his own exploits would fink 
into oblivion, without they were conneded with 
the remarkable event of giving an emprefs to 
India.

Mher-



Mher-ul-Niffa was fent, with all imaginable ill-rece iv- 

care, to Delhi. She was full of the ambition of ed at court, 
becoming the favourite Sultana. Her vanity was 
difappointed. Though fhe was received with 
great tendernefs and affedtion, by Rokia Sultana 
Begum, the emperor’s mother, Jehangire re- 
fufed to fee her. Whether his inind was then 
fixed on another objeft, or remorfe had taken pof- 
feffion of his foul, authors do not agree. They, 
however, affert, with great improbability, that 
the emperor was fo much affefted with the death 
o f his favourite, the Suba of Bengal, that he 
refolved to punifh Mher-ul-Niffa, for an accident 
in which fhe had no concern. Be that as it will, 
he gave orders to fhut her up in one of the worff 
apartments of the feraglio. He even would not 
deign to fee her; and, contrary to his ufual mu­
nificence to women, he allowed her but fourteen 
anas, about two {hillings of our money, a-day, 
for the fubfiftence of herfelf and fome female 
flaves. This coldnefs to a woman whom he paffio- 
nately loved when not in his power, was at once 
unaccountable and abfurd.

Mher-ul-Niffa was a woman of a haughty fpirit, N ot feen 

and could not brook this treatment. She had no bJ theern* 
remedy. She gave herfelf up, for fome time, to p ‘°r’ 
grief, as if  for the death of her hufband ; but it 
was difappointment only that preyed upon her 
mind. She"was at length reconciled to her con­
dition, from a hope of an opportunity of re-kind­
ling the emperor’s former love. She trufted to 
the amazing power of her own beauty ; which, 
to conquer, required only to be feen. The em­
peror’s mother, who was deeply interefted for 
Mher-ul-Niffa, could not prevail upon her fon to 
fee her. Fie turned away from her in filence, 
when file fpoke of the widpw of Shere. An ex­
pedient, however, offered itfelf to Mher-ul-Niffa.

To
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i  HI ;| To rarfe her own reputation in the feraglio, and
| *° Support herfelf and flaves with more decency

I i than the fcanty pittance allowed her would admit’
I H  9 1  r CaIletl forth he.r inventi°n and tafte in working

( ! f home admirable pieces of tapeftry and embroide-
■ ■  ?Y> ,in painting filks with exquifite delicacy, and

m inventing female ornaments of every kind* 
HI J J l efe articles were carried, by her flaves, to the

I different fquares of the royal feraglio, and to the -
I harams of the great officers of the empire. The

inventions of Mher-ul-Niffa excelled fo much in 
tneir kind, that they were bought with the greatefl: 

j avidity Nothing was ffiffiionabie among the ladies
B M  i !  i ™  Deihl and Agra> but the work of her hands.

She accumulated,  ̂ by thefe means, a confiderable 
turn of money, with which (lie repaired and beau- 

I y. \ tilled_ her apartments, and clothed her flaves in
j tbe ncheft tilfues and brocades, while ffie herfelf

\  ) tat theend affedted.a VCTy Pla*n and Ample drefs.
dds Situation the widow of Shere continued 

vcars, four years, without once having feen the emperor, 
iiei fame reached his ears from every apartment 
*n d'e (eragbo. Curiofity at length vanquifhed his 
reiolution. He determined to be an eye-witnefs 
of the tnings which he had fo often heard, con­
cerning Mher-ul-Niffa. He refolved to furprize 
her : and communicating his refolution to none,

; he fudilenly entered her apartments, where he
i I ound every thing fo elegant and magnificent,

1 that he was flruck with amazement. But the
greatelt ornament of the whole was Mher-ul-Niffa 

I j  herfelf* She lay half reclined, on an embroider-
I j ,ed l°pha, in a plain muflin drefs. Her flaves fat

| j 111 a circde ‘'ound her, at work, attired in rich
I J brocades. Sire flowly arofe, in inanifefl: confu-
I | “ on 5 and received the emperor with the ufual
I 1 ceremony of touching firft the ground, then
I 1 her forehead with her right hand. She did not
( 1 utter
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utter one word; but flood with her eyes fixed on 
the ground. Jehangire remained for fome time 
filent. He admired her fhape, her ftature, her 
beauty, her grace; and that inexpreflible volup- 
tuoufnefs of mein, which it is impoffibie to refill.

Jehangire did not, for fome time, recover H erm ipti- 

from his confufion. He at length fat down on jew^ire; 
the fopha, and requefted Mher-u!-Niffa to fit by 
his fide. The firft queftion he afked, was, “  Why 
“  this difference between the appearance of Mher- 
“  ui-Niffa and her fiaves ?”  She very fhrewdly 
replied, “  Thofe born to fervitude muff drefs 
“  as it ifhall pleafe thofe whom they ferve. Thefe 
“  are my fervants ; and I alleviate the burden of 
“  bondage by every indulgence in my power.
“  But I that am your Have, O Emperor of the 
“  Moguls, muff drefs according to your pleafure 
“  and not my own.”  Though this anfwer was a 
kind of farcafm on his behaviour, it was fo perti­
nent and well turned, that it greatly pleafed Je ­
hangire. He took her at once in his arms. His 
former affection returned, with all its violence ; 
and the very next day, public orders were iffued 
to prepare a magnificent feftival, for the celebra­
tion of his nuptials with Mher-ul-Nifla. Her 
name was alfo changed by an edict into Noor-Ma- 
hil, or the Light of the Seraglio. The emperor’s 
former favourites vanilhed before her ; and during 
the reft of the reign of Jehangire, ffie bore the 
chief fvvay in all the affairs of the empire.

The great power of Noor-Mahil appeared, for Promotion 
the firft time, in the immediate advancement of^-J‘.er fa“ 
her family. Her father, who, in the latter end of 
the reign of Akbar, had been chief treafurer of 
the empire, was raifed to the office of abfolute vi- 
fier and firft minifter. Ferid Bochari, who, 
under the title of Mortaza Chan, managed the 
affairs of the empire, had been, by a ftroke of the 
Von. III. L  palfy,



palfy, rendered unfit for bufinefs, which opened 
the way for the promotion of the A£temad-ul- 
Dowlat. The two brothers of Noor-Mahil were 
raifed to the fir ft rank of nobiiitv, by the titles of 
Adticad Chan and Afiph Jah. Her numerous 
relations poured in from Tartary, upon hearing 
o f the fortune of the houfe of Aiafs. Some of 
them were gratified with high employments, all 
with lucrative ones. Her father was not dazzled 
with the fplendor o f his high ftation. He was 
a man of probity in private life, of ability in 
office. He became a great and good minifter. 
His name is revered to this day in Hindoftan. 
The talents of her brothers were rather popular 
than great. They behaved with honour and mo­
deration upon every occafion ; ftrangers to info- 
lence, and enemies to oppreffion. The invidi- 
oufnefs of their fituation did not raife envy. 
Men allowed, that merit intitled them more to 
their high ftations, than their relation to the fa­
vourite Sultana. The writers of the affairs of 
Hindoftan remark, That no family ever rofe fa 
fuddenly, or fo defervedly, to rank and eminence, 
than the family of Chaja Aiafs ; and this is our 
apology for the minute relation of their progrefs 
to greatnefs.

J E H A N-
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C H A P .  III.

Prudent adminiftrdtion— InfurreSlions quelled—■Bad  
fuccefs in the Decan—Emperors progrefs to Aj- 
mere,—Peace with the Rana— Prince Churrum 
in favour—•Character of Sultan Purvez— An 
Englifo Ambajfador—His reception at Ajmere—
'Tranfadtions at court—-Power of the Sultana—■ 
Progrefs to Mando— To Guzerat— The emperor’s 
return to Agra—-Death and character of the 
Viper.

A  H E  charms of the Sultana eftranged the mind Prudent 
o f Jehangire from all public affairs. Eafy in his ^ “ '”7 
temper, and naturally voluptuous, the powers o f 
his foul were locked up in a pleafmg enthufiafm 
of love, by the engaging conveffation and extra­
ordinary beauty of Noor-Mahil. The Hate, how­
ever, did not fuffer from the negligent indolence 
of the emperor. An ample field was left for the 
virtues and abilities of the new vifier ; who turn­
ed his attention more to domeftic improvement 
than to foreign conqueft. Agriculture, which 
had been much negle&ed, was encouraged. Ma­
ny provinces, defolated by former diflurbances 
and wars, were, by degrees, repeopled and cul­
tivated. Security of property was given to the 
farmer ; the induftry of the mechanic was pro­
tected. The country affirmed a new face : the 
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A  D . ufeful arts were revived and flourifhed in the ci- 
; ties. The vifier even extended his improvements 

ic2o, to defarts, Foreds, formerly the haunts o f wild 
'— '< ^ beads, were cut down ; and villages and towns

began to rife in folitudes. Infurredion and rebel­
lion were not heard of, becaufe there was no op- 
preffion: idlenefs being difcouraged, robberies 
were things unknown. The revenues o f the em­
pire gradually increafed : to prevent extortion 
in the colledion, every Suba was obliged to tranf- 
mit monthly to court, a date of the improve­
ments and regulations made, in confequence of 
public inftrudions from Agra. When the im­
provements were not adequate to the taxes, the 
Subas were either feverely reprimanded, or de­
graded. No didindions were made in the admini- 
ftration of judice, between the Mahommedan and 
Hindoo. Both were wordnppers of God, each 
in his w ay; both members of the fame commu­
nity, and fubjeds o f the fame lord.

When the father o f the Sultana was thus em­
ployed, in internal regulations for the good of 
the empire, new commotions arofe near its 
northern frontier. The Afgans, a fierce and un­
tradable people, natives of the mountains beyond 
the Indus, always thirding after daughter and 
plunder, could not long endure peace. Thefe 
barbarians were encouraged to infurredion, by 
the abfence of Shaw Bee Chan, Suba of Cabul, 
from the capital o f the province o f that name. 
The Suba had been obliged to make a journey 
northward, to fettle fome affairs on the frontiers ; 
and Majin-ul-Muluc, the deputy governor o f Ca­
bul. differed himfelf to be furprized in the city 
by the infurgents. They entered Cabul, with a con- 
liderable army, and began to exercife all the 
cruelties of war. The inhabitants, rendered de- 
fperate by misfortune, took arms againd the plun­
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derers. The city became a fcene of Daughter and a . d. 
diftrefs. Nadili Meidani, a gallant man, and an Hig. 
officer of rank in the province, fattened to the >oao. 
relief of Cabul. Some of the banditti fled : ma- 
ny were put to the fword. I he fugitives were 
purfued to their mountains, and the rebellion 
quafned. Thefe tranfadfions happened in  ̂ the 
month of Siffer, of the fixth year of jebangire.

An infurreftion happened in Bengal toward 
the clofe of the fame year. Adrian, an Afgan, Bengal, 
defcended of the race o f the Patan princes, who 
reigned in India before the empire fell under the 
dominion of the houfe of i  irnur, ftirred up a 
rebellion. He had formerly made many attempts 
to recover the throne of his fathers ; but to is 
was bis moll formidable and refolute effort. Su­
jait, an officer of rank, was difpatched agaimt 
the rebel by Illam Chan, Suba of Bengal. Both 
armies foon came to an adtion. Sujait was on 
the point of being defeated. He drove his ele­
phant, as the laft refort o f defpair, through the 
thickeft of the enemy, in fearch of Afman, who 
was mounted on a horfe. The elephant having 
feized the horfe, dafhed him and his rider again It 
the ground ; but when the animal was about to 
tread the unfortunate Afman under fils feet, one 
o f his attendants came and wounded the elephant 
in the trunk. The elephant, with the pain of the 
wound, plunged in fuch a manner, that Sujait 
was thrown off, and fell headlong on tsie ground.
His life was faved by his m en; who feeing 
him expofmg his perfon, became lefs careful 
about their own. In their effort to extricate their 
chief, they repulfed the enemy. Afman, b; uifecl 
with his fall, was carried back to his tent, where 
he foon after expired. His death gave the vidtory 
to Sujait, and quaffed the rebellion in Bengal.
Sujait, for this fignal fervice, was raifed by the

emperor



a . D. emperor to the title of Ruftum Zirnan, which 
Hig' %njfies the Hercules of the Age. 
ioao. I he infurre&ion in Bengal was fcarce quelled, 

w^en anot^er of a more extraordinary nature hap- 
in Behar, pened in the neighbouring province of Behar.

A  man of low degree, whole name was Cuttub, 
defcended of the Rohilla tribe of Afgans, and a 
native of Atcha, found his way to Behar. That 
province was poffeffed by a number of his nation, 
who had fettled there under the Patan empire. 
He affirmed that he was the prince Chufero, the 
reigning emperor’s fon ; and he accompanied his 
irnpofture with a probable dory of his efcape 
from prifon. The misfortunes of Chufero had 
rendered him popular. Many believed the tale. 
Many, in love with innovation and fpoil, joined 
the ftandard of Cuttub. He numbered, in lefs 
than a week, feven thoufand among his 
followers. He affumed immediately the Imperial 
titles, and advanced with his rnotely army of ban- 
uitti, toward Patna, the capital of the province 
of Behar. Affil Chan, the Suba of the province, 
was abfent at Gazipoor, about one hundred and 
twenty miles from Patna ; and his deputy com­
manded in the city, when Cuttub appeared be­
fore it.

Q uafhed. The city of Patna was too large and ill-garri- 
foned with troops to make any defence. Cuttub 
entered it, with little oppofition. He took pof- 
feffion of the palace, women, and wealth of the 
Suba ; and giving up Patna to plunder, divided 
the fpoil among his adherents. Some, who were 
no ftrangers to the perfon of Sultan Chufero, 
endeavoured to expofe the impoflure. They buf­
fered for their ralhnefs, and were put to death. 
Some, conicious o f the impohtion, were afraid 
to own their folly ; and, having gone fo far were 
unwilling and alhamed to recede. Affil himfelf,

at



at f i f f t ,  gave fame credit to a report brought a .D .  
from all quarters. He knew not how to behave. < • 
He afFefted the party o f Chufero ; and he feared i0' .̂ 
the emperor. Ten days after Patna was furprifed 
by Cuttub, Affil was convinced, by various let­
ters, that the leader o f the iniurrection was not 
the prince. He haftened from Gazipoor, with 
all the forces he could collect. On the third day 
he prefented himfelf before Patna. Cuttub 
marched out and gave him battle. The infurgents 
were defeated and fled. In the hurry of their 
flight they neglected to fhut the gates ; and the 
enemy entered at their heels. The pretended 
prince, driven to the laft extremity, fhut himfelf 
up, with a few friends, in the Suba’s houfe. He 
defended himfelf for fome time. Affil, having loft 
twenty men in endeavouring to fcale the walls, 
was fo fortunate as to kill the impoftor with a 
brick-bat; and thus a ridiculous kind of death 
put an end to the ambitious views of Cuttub.

Intelligence of this infurre&ion arrived at the Prince 
court of Agra, at the fame time with the news o f rent e 
its being quelled. Frefh disturbances broke out ®8ainft c

\P A r  1 • a • -t i x £ i n  c l.
in a different corner ot the empire. Amartunka, 
prince of Odipour, in the Decan, fetting fuddeniy 
upon the Imperial troops on the frontier, defeated 
them. The action happened near the city of 
Brampour, among the mountains of Balagat. The 
emperor was alarmed. He placed his fecond fon, 
Purvez, at the head of thirty thoufan-d horfe; and 
gave him, at the fame time, a commiffion to take 
the command of all the troops on the confines of 
the Imperial dominions and the Decan. The 
force, had it even been well conducted, was no 
more than adequate to the fervice. Amar Sinka, 
who went under the title of Rana, or t h e  P r i n c e , 
by way of eminence, deduced his defcent from 
the Imperial family, who reigned in the great

city



a d . city of Kinogeover all India for many centuries, 
Hig. before that empire was invaded by the followers of
1020. Mahommed. He added power to his noble birth. 

He  ̂pofTeffed the greater part of the territories 
which compofe the extenfive dominions o f the 
prefent Mabrattors; and the lawful heir of his 
family bears, to this day, the name of Prince 
among that powerful ariflocracy. 

thê  Jmpe • rvlany nobles of the fir if rank and renown 
rial arm y, attended Sultan Purvez in this expedition.

The mod confiderable were Chan Jehan, defeend- 
ed of the Imperial family of Lodi, who reigned 
before the houfe c f Timur, in Hindoftan ; Mirza 

> Abdul Rahim, who derived Lis pedigree from.
Tim ur; and Chan Cbanan, the fon ‘of the fa­
mous Byram, who had been regent during the 
minority of the emperor Akbar. Thefe com­
posed the prince’s council. But they carried their 
former feuds into their deliberations. They were 
unanimous in nothing, Jealoufy, in its mod for­
bidding form, appeared in all their debates ; and 
they could not even abftain from indecent reflec­
tions upon one another. The fpirit o f dif- 
cord fpread from the council of war to the 
army. Each of the great Omrahs had his 
partizans and abettors. Faction and tumult 
reigned in every corner of the camp. The 
prince was naturally mild ; he wanted experience ; 
and he was deftitute o f that intrepid firmnefs and 
feverity, which is necefiary to awe mankind into 
obedience. He defeended to intreaty where he 
ought to command ; and when he endeavoured 
to reconcile them, their paffion became more in- . 
flamed, as every check was removed by his known 
foftnefs of difpofition.

T h eir dif- 1 army in the mean time advanced. Within
m i a f  a feW ^3yS march of Brampour, the Imperialifls 

came in fight of the enemy. Men generally be­
come united at the approach of danger. It hap­

pened



pened other wife here. The fpirit of Difcord and a . n. 
Envy had been been let loofe ; and the Omrahs ‘|'j- 
feared the enemy lefs, than the fuccefs that might ICJD’ 
attend the advice of any one of themfelves. Chan 
Jehan was for battle. Chan Chan an differed from 
him in opinion ; as the enemy was too advan- 
tageouflv ported in the hills. Abdul Rahim, was 
for entering the Rana’s country by another road.
The prince was ready to adopt any refolution, 
upon which they all Should agree. This was im- 
poffible. The army lay inaftive. 1  he air in the 
camp became putrid. Fevers raged. The ene- 
rnv hovered round on the mountains. Provificns 
and forage became fcarce : the fields around were 
red with the frefh graves o f the dead. But though 
the council of war difagreed about an attack, they 
concurred in a retreat. They fled with precipita­
tion to Ajmere. The enemy hung on their rear.
The Omrahs wrote feparately Setters to court, 
with accufations againft each other’ s conduft.
Chan Chanan was recalled to Agra, diverted o f 
all his employments; and he even thought hitn- 
felf happy in being able to fave his life. The dif- 
grace o f this nobleman redounded not to the ho­
nour o f Chan Jehan. That lord, through whole 
accufations Chan Chanan chiefly fell, rendered him- 
felf odious by ingratitude. He had been educated 
in the family of Chan Chanan ; he had rifen, 
through his influence, to all his honours and
offices. . I X Z re*

Jehangire, alarmed at the bad fuccefs oi his
arms againft the Rana, difpatched Mohabet Chan 
to take the command of the army. He could not 
have made a better choice. Mohabet was brave 
in a&ion, intrepid in deliberation ; full of dignity 
and fpirit; under the abfoiute dominion of judg­
ment and good conduct. Purvez was recalled to 
the prefence. The unfortunate iffue of the cam­
paign was a Severe blow to that prince. It affecfecl



A .  D. his reputation; it loft him his father’s affe&ions;
Hit. anĉ  even Pr°fpe& ° f  fucceeding to the throne.
1022. Though the choice which Jehangire had made

Qf  a generai to command his forces againft the 
proĝ efsto Rana feemed to promife fuccefs, the event did 
Ajmerc. not anfwer the emperor’s fanguine expectations.

The army was in too bad a condition, to be fud- 
denly reiiored to difcipline and order. Mohabet 
could not, with any affurance of victory, fhew 
them to the enemy. Jehangire was naturally im­
patient. On the fecond of Shaban, o f the one 
thoufand and twenry-fecond year of the Higera, 
he moved the Lefcar or Imperial camp, with a 
profefled defign of putting himfelf at the head of 
the troops employed againft the Rana. The 
magnificence of the emperor’s progrefs to Ajmere, 
deferves a brief defcription. When the monarchs 
of Hindoftan take the field, their camps are a 
kind of moving cities. That of. Jehangire, in his 
prefent progrefs, was in circumference at lead 
twenty miles, The Lefcar is divided, like a re­
gular town, into fquares, alleys, and ftreets. 
The royal pavilion is always ereCted in the cen­
ter : no man raifes his nearer than the diftance of 
a mulket-lhot around. Every man of quality, 
every artificer, knows his ground, the fpace al­
lotted for him, on which fide, how far from the 
emperor he mull pitch his tent. The pavilions 
of the great officers of the court are, at a diftance, 
known by their fplcndor; at hand, by marks 
which diftinguifh the various ranks of the owners. 
The ihops and apartments of tradefmen are alfo 
known by rule ; and no man is for a moment at 
a lofs how to fupply his wants. The Lefcar, from 
a rifing ground, furnilhes one of the molt agree­
able proi'peCfs in the world. Starting up, in a 
few hours, in an uninhabited plain, it raifes the 
idea of a city buiit by enchantment: and fills the

mind



mind with delightful wonder and furprize. Even A. 0, 
thofe who leave their houfes in cities, to follow 
the prince in his progrefs, are frequently fo charm- 1022. 
ed with the Lefcar, when iituated in a beautiful 
and convenient place, that they cannot prevail 
with themfelves to remove. To prevent this in­
convenience to the court, the emperor, after fuf- 
ficient time is allowed to the tradefmen to follow, 
orders them to be burnt out of their tents.

Though the emperor, at his departure from Pr'nce 
Agra, declared that he was to command in per- 
fon his army in the Decan, that fervice was ac- command 
tually dellined for Sultan Churrutn, his third l,c~ 
fon. That prince left Ajmere on the twentieth 
of Zicada. He was more fuccefsful than his bro­
ther. Having fuperfeded Mohabet, he entered 
the mountains without hefitation. The enemy 
was feized with a panic, and fled before him.
He made himfelf mailer of Brampour, the capital 
o f the Rana’s dominions, with little oppofition.
Several fkirmifhes were fought; but no deciftve 
battle. The Rana fued for peace. His fon Kin- 
war Kirren came, with magnificent prefents to 
the prince. C.hurrum received him with appa­
rent kindnefs and great diftinftion. The Rana 
himfelf, encouraged by Churrum’s reception of 
his fon, came unexpectedly into the prefence.
He threw himfelf at the feet of Churrum, who 
very courteoufly raifed him, took him in his arms, 
and obliged him to fit on his right hand.

The Rana opened the conference, by excufing ™ ^sRana 
his own behaviour, the outrages committed by terms, 
his people: and he extolled the clemency of the 
prince, who, though fuperior in the field, was 
willing to grant an equitable peace. Churrum 
knew that the blame of the war did not reft on 
the Hindoos. He therefore replied, That excufes 
pa the fide of the Rana were unneceflary; that

it



a d it was the duty o f every prince to exert the power 
Hist P!aced in his hands, in defence of his fubjeds and 
10:3 dominions; but as war had Been kindled, and 

the fortune of the Mahommedans had prevailed, 
he thought it his duty to ufe his fuccefs with mo­
deration ; and that he was willing to put an im­
mediate end to all differences, by a folid and 
lafting peace. The Rana confented to pay a tri­
bute to the family of Timur. Some difficulties 
arofe about the fum : the decifion was left to Je- 
hangire. To finifh the treaty, as well as to be 
an hoftage for the Rana’s faith, Kinwar Kirren, 
that prince’s fon, was difpatched to the Imperial 
prefence. Jehangire, at the time, kept his court 
at Ajmere. He received Kinwar with great dif- 
tindion. He prefented him with arms, jewels, 
a rich drefs for himfelf, and one for each of his 
principal attendants. He alfo gave to the prince 
an Imperial elephant, fumptuoufly caparifoned, 
and one hundred fine Perfian horfes. He created 
him by patent an Omfah of rive thoufand : but 
all thefe were fpiendid badges of flavery ; and the 
means of degradation from his former indepen­
dence and rank. Peace was finally fettled, upon 
the terms propofed by Churrum.

• Fr;,ic®  ̂ The fuccefs of the expedition into the Becan, 
in great” ra'fed to a High pitch the reputation of Churrum. 
favour. His father’ s affedion for him grew with his fame.

Men began to turn their eyes upon him, as the 
heir-apparent o f the throne, jehangire treated 
him, in his converfation, with the higheft di- 
llindion ; and he feemed anxious to exprefs to the 
world his affedion and regard. A court was ap̂  
pointed for him. Ellates were fettled upon him, 
for the maintenance o f a body-guard of a thoufand 
horfe, and fifteen thoufand foot, fubjed only to 
his commands. Sultan Purvez, in the mean 
tune, declined in his father’s efteem in propor­

tion



tion as Churrum rofe. The prince Chufero was a . d . 
ftill in clofe confinement; and a fair field was 
left for the ambition of -Churrum. I0̂ ;

During the tranfadions in the Decan, a ridi- r-'~/ 
culous whim rofe in the emperor’s mind. He 
ordered his ears to be bored ; and then he hung ror. "  ‘ * 
them with large pearls. An edi£t was iffiied to 
forbid the court to all nobles who fhould not do 
the fame. He, in the mean time, diftributed a 
vaft quantity of pearls and jewels among the no­
bility, to induce them to pay obedience to the 
edift. Many, however, were refractory. Ear­
rings are the badge of flavery among the Indians } 
and the Mahommedans, though fubject to defpot- 
ifm, wilhed to avoid the appearance of being 
flaves. Jehangire himfelf gives a ridiculous rea- 
fon for this innovation in drefs. In his memoirs 
of the firft twelve years of his reign, he excufes 
the introduction of ear-rings, from a motive o f 
religion, to the fuperftitions of which, he was by 
no means often fubjeft. His father Akbar, it 
was pretended, by the merit of a pilgrimage to 
Ajmere, to the learned and religious Chaja Moin- 
ul-dien, had been bleffed with children. Jehan­
gire was the firft fruits o f this piece of devotion: 
and he faid, in the preamble to his ediS, that 
he, who was brought into being by the prayers 
of Chaja, could do no lefs than become his Have, 
and wear the marks o f fervitude. His reafons 
appeared fo abfurd and fuperftitions, that fome 
of the nobles taxed him with favouring idolatry.
The effeminate cuftora was, however, introduced 
by the weight of the Imperial authority ; and it 
ftill remains a blot on Jehangire’s memory, and 
a lading mark of the weaknefs of his mind.

On the twentieth o f Mohirrim of the 1024, D'fVace 
Sultan Churrum returned to court, covered with ^ T a n i  
aurels. He was received by jehangire with death o f

mark*.marxs Singh>



A. n. marks of the higheft efteetn and affe&ion, which 
p'S" the artful prince converted to means favourable 
1054. to his fchemes of ambition, and to gratify his 

's— paffion for revenge. Chan Azim, already men­
tioned as the principal abettor of Chufero’s rebel­
lion, was accufed by Churrum of intended treafon. 
He had long been excluded from the councils of 
hate ; and though his government of Malava had 
been continued to him, it was more from a fear of 
his influence, than from a refpeft to his character 
and perfon. Habituated to the high office o f vifier, 
in the reign of Akbar, he could not brook his 
want of power. He fpoke incautioufly o f go­
vernment; and it is faid, that he actually medi­
tated to render himfeif independent of the em­
pire, in his own province of Malava. l ie  was 
feized before his fchemes were ripe for execution, 
carried to Gualiar, and imprifoned in that im­
pregnable fortrefs. Raja Man Singh, the next 
great adherent of prince Chufero, died in the 
courfe of the fame year, in his government of 
Bengal. He was chief of the Rajaput princes. 
His honour was great, his reputation high. In 
the wars of Akbar he fignalized himfeif upon 
many occafions. He was very inltrumental in 
the conqued of B engal; the government of which, 
as a reward for his fervices, he retained to his 
death. His fon Bap Singh fucceeded him in his 
fubafnip ; being railed by the emperor to the rank 
of an Omrah of five thoufand horfe, by the title 

Ct>»rae?v pf Mirza Rajagi.
l4 i-vea.an When Sultan Churrum carried all things before 

him in the Imperial prefence, his elder brother 
Purvez fefided with all the pomp of royalty at 
Brarnpour, as governor of the dominion and pro­
vince of Candeifh. Chan Chanan, in fome mea- 
lure reftored to favour, remained with Purvez, 
and managed, under him, the affairs of the pro-r 
vince. In the end of the autumn of the 1024

of



® f  the Higera, Sir Thomas Roe, the Englifh Am- a . d . 
baffador to the court of Agra, arrived at Bram- 
pour. Politenefs and affability were natural to ,024 
Purvez. Full of honour and good-nature, his ^  
virtues were of the milder ca ff: too indolent for 
the fatigues of bufinefs, diffident o f his own abi­
lities. He poffeffed the perfonal courage of a 
good foldier ; but he was deftituteof the conduct 
neceffary to a great general. He followed impli­
citly the advice of others, when there was no dif- 
agreement in their opinions ; when there was, he 
was embarraffed, and could not decide. His ge­
nius fuited times of tranquillity ; and had he lived 
to poffefs the throne, he might have rendered his 
people happy, from his invariable clemency and 
love of domeftic quiet.

When the arrival of Sir Thomas at Brampour His cour- 

was announced, by the proper officer, to the cepdon'of 
prince, he fent him a polite meffage to come into Sir'iho- 
his prefence. The ambaffador obeyed ; and Pur- mas Roe> 
vez prepared to receive him in flate. In the 
outward court of the palace, a hundred gentle­
men on horfeback formed a lane, through which 
the ambaffador, conducted by the Cutwal, paffed.
In the inner court, the prince fat mounted in a 
gallery, under a royal canopy. The nobles, ac­
cording to their rank, formed a line on either 
fide. The chief fecretary flood on the fleps of 
the throne, and conveyed, in the concifefl terms, 
to the prince, whatever was addrefled to him 
from below. The behaviour of Purvez was, 
upon the whole, courteous and obliging: he 
paffed from the ufual ceremonies required from 
ambaffadors, and affedted to treat Sir Thomas 
after the manner of his own country, A firman 
was immediately iffued, for a permifiion to an 
Englifh fadtory to fettle at Brampour. The prince 
invited the ambaffador to a private conference,

to



A .  n. to thank him for his prefents; infinuating, that 
ii'/s- he was anxious to throw off that (late and distance, 
1024. with which he was obliged to receive him, be- 

fore fo great an appearance of nobles.
Tianf'.iti- Jehangire, in the mean time, kept his court 

a-rhe at Ajmere. He feemed infane upon the article 
A Fillers. ° f  paying honours to Chaja. He ordered a mag­

nificent palace to be built, in the neighbourhood 
of Ajmere, for Bafiza jemmal, the faint’s daugh- 
te r: the holy man himfelf, from the aufterity 
of his principles, not chufing, by an acceptance 
of prefents, to depart from the fimplicity of life 
and philofophical character which had raifed his 
fame. The palace built for Jemmal was remark­
able for beauty and fituation. Fine baths were 
erected over natural fountains; and extenfive 
gardens were laid out around it, with great ele­
gance and tafte. Tranquillity prevailed over all 
the empire. The motions of the army in the 
Decan were rather parade than war. Luxury 
prevailed in every form. The magnificence of 
the favourite Sultana was beyond all bounds. 
Expensive pageants, fumptuous entertainments, 
were the whole bufmefs of the court. The voice 
of mufic never ceafed by day in the ftreet; the 
Iky was enlightened at night, with fire-works and 
illuminations.

The i?ng- In the mid Si of this feftivity and joy, the Eng- 
t>'« Fetor ambaffador arrived at Ajmere. He was re- 
#rriv*s at csived by Jehangire with the utmofr affability 
tourt. and politenefs. He even prevented the ambaffa­

dor with expreffions of refpect for his mafter, and 
felicitations to himfelf upon his Me arrival at 
court. The prefents given by the ambaffador 
were agreeable to the emperor; but a fine coach 
feat by King James pleafed him moft of all. He 
even had the impatience to go into it that very 
night, and to defire the ambaffador’s fervarus

to



to draw him around the court of the palace. A. b. 
Sultan Churrum, at the time, was all-powerful 
in the affairs of the ftate. T o  him the ambaffador 1024. 
applied, as lord of Surat, to redrefs the grievances 
of the Englilh at that port. The prince was cour­
teous, and promifed fair ; but he was an enemy 
to all Chfiftians, whom he called Idolaters; and 
molt of all an enemy to the Englifh. The empe­
ror’s favour for the ambaffador prevailed, in fome 
meafure, over the prince’ s prejudices and obfti- 
nacy. In the month of January 16 15 , a firman 
was obtained for the eflablifhment of a fadtory at 
Surat. But it was worded with caution, defec­
tive and circumfcribed.

In the end of the year 10 24 , two infurredtions biflurB- 
happened in the kingdom o f Guzerat. The firft Guzera'f; 
was a rebellion excited by a youth, defcended o f 
the ancient kings of that country: the fecond 
was an extraordinary incurfion of the Coolies, a 
race o f robbers, who, from their defarts, infefted 
the highways and cultivated country. The young 
rebel affumed the title of" Bahadar Shaw. Before 
he could execute any thing material he died, and 
Guzerat was relieved from the threatened misfor­
tune o f a civil war. Abdalla Chan was ordered, 
from the Decan, againft the Coolies. He had 
commanded the Imperial army againft the Ra- 
na, in the intermediate fpace o f time between 
the recall of Mohabet and the arrival of prince 
Churrum. He was fuccefsful; but his glory was 
obfcured by the fuperior reputation of the prince, 
who fucceeded him. Jehangire was not infenfi- 
ble of the valour and abilities o f Abdalla. T o  
leave a fair field to his favourite fon, he removed 
the general to Guzerat. The emperor departed 
from his ufual humanity, in his inftrudtions to 
Abdalla. The Coolies were a barbarous and 
cruel race o f men; and Jehangire gave diredtions 
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A- o. to extirpate the whole tribe, as enemies to the 
j ' J ' reft of mankind.

- 1074. Abdaila arrived with great expedition at Ahme- 
^a' !  ̂1’ . r^e capitaI of Guzerat. Some chiefs 

by Ab- who, from the hopes of booty, and through fear, 
dc.Ua. had joined the Coolies, fubmitted to him in his 

march. With five hundred feledt men, the ge­
neral left Ahmedabad ; and he made fo much ex­
pedition, that he entered the mountainous and 
almoft impervious country of the Coolies, before 
they had any intelligence of his march. The 
two principal chiefs of the banditti were Eder 
and Lael. Abdaila fat down fuddenly before the 
caftie of Eder. lhat chief, not intimidated, 
marched out and gave him battle. After an ob- 
ftinafe conflict of fome hours, the Coolies were 
obliged to fly. Eder took the way of the defart; 
and left his caftie and treafure to the viitor. 
Lael, in the mean time, was on an exeurfion of 
depredation in another corner of Guzerat. He 
had robbed a great caravan of all its merchan­
dize ; and it was the news of this misfortune that 
direfted Abdaila to the enemy. Lael had under 
him three thoui'and horfe and twelve thoufand 
foot: bat Abdaila bad been reinforced. The 
i..ooii did not decline battle. I he aClion was 
bloody. Victory declared for Abdaila; and the 
head of Lael, who was flain in the fight, was 
placed over one of the gates of Ahmedabad. 

^clTiJr * he infurredtion at Guzerat was fcarce quelled, 
Cabul when the Afgans, the natives of the mountains 
(juafned. between India and Perfia, revolted; and iffuing 

from their hills, laid wafte the neighbouring 
country, in the province of Cabul. Shaw Bee, 
governor of Cabul, marched againft the infur- 
gents. They had the folly to come to a regular 
battle with that Su ba; and they were defeated. 
Shaw Bee made the bed ufe of his vidiory. He

purfued



purfued the fugitives beyond Candahar; and re- A. D. 
ftored his province to its former tranquillity.

During the refidence of Sultan Purvez in 1024. 
Brampour, the capital o f Chandeilh, Chan Jehan, 
already mentioned, as an Omrah of great d if-Cefs in the 
tinftion, defcended from the royal family of Lodi, Decan- 
commanded the Imperial army, in fubordination 
to the prince; and puihed his expeditions into 
the unconquered kingdoms of the Decan. Ma- 
leck-Amber was at the head of the confederacy 
againft the Imperial invafion. Nothing of con- 
fequence was done by Chan Jehan, on account 
o f difputes between the officers of the army.
The prince Purvez was ordered to take the com­
mand in perfon, Upon his appearance at the 
head of the Imperial troops, fevera! chiefs fub- 
mitted; and paid the accuftomed tribute. Ma- 
leck Amber ftood out alone. The Rana broke 
his treaty, land appeared in arms. The danger 
alarmed Jehangire. He had a better opinion o f 
the military abilities of Sultan Churrum, than of 
tnofe of Purvez. The former was ordered to fu- 
perfede the latter, which was at once reckoned 
unjull and impolitic; as Churrum was as much 
detefted by the foldiers, as Purvez was beloved.

In the month of June, one tboufand fix hun- Sultan 
dred and llxteen, according to our computation of ® “rerum' 
time, the prince Churrum marched from Ajmere to changed 
the Decan. His father, before his departure, con- j°ehahna,w 
ferred upon him the title of Shaw Jehan, or K i n g  ” 
o f  t h e  W o r l d . This name he retained even 
after his acceffion to the empire ; and he was 
dillinguilhed by it, during the remainder of his 
father’s reign; that of Churrum being, from his go­
ing upon the prelent expedition, laid forever afide.
The friends of the family of Timur, reprefented 
to the emperor the danger of fending the younger 
to fuperfede the elder brother ; confidering the 

M 2 animofities



5 4  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  h i n d o s t a n .

a . D. animofities which fubfifted between them. “  No
Hig" matter,”  faid Jehangire, “  let them fight it out.
1025. “  The viftor fhall manage the war in the Decan :

— ' “  the vanquished may return to me.”  The 
fpeech of a lunatic, more than that o f a pru­
dent prince. Purvez, however, was o f a milder 
difpofition, than to pulh his refentment fo far. 
He quietly refigned the command: and was fuc- 
ceeded by Shaw Jehan, much againft the inclina­
tion of the army.

F°rces If6 Shaw jehan having carried from Ajmere a 
the’ Decan great reinforcement, upon his arrival, fet the ar- 
to a peace. m y  j n  motion toward the enemy. The princes 

o f the Decan were intimidated; and they were 
divided among themfelves. They retreated at 
Shaw Jehan’s approach, and fent ambaffadors to 
fue for peace. Shaw Jehan, glad of an opportu­
nity of eclipfing Sultan Purvez, received their 
fubmiffion upon eafy terms. Maleck Amber, 
again deferted, had the refolution not to accede 
to the pacification. Shaw Jehan, anxious to re­
turn with his laurels to court, left the war fuf- 
pended by a partial truce, rather than finifhed by 
a folid peace. On the eleventh of Sbawal, of 
the one thoufand and twenty-fixth of the Higera, 
he arrived in the prefence; accompanied by the 
princes who had fubmitted to his arms. Their 
refpe&ive tributes were foon fettled, and they were 
permitted to return.

Caufe o f  The fuccefs of this expedition was by no means 
bad̂ uc” 6' effea Shaw Jehan’s prudent and refolute 
sets. condudt. The way to a pacification had been 

paved before he left Ajmere. The emperor, juftly 
aftonilhed at the fmall progrefs of his arms in the 
Decan, enquired minutely into the caufe. Chan 
Chanan, who managed every thing under Sultan 
Purvez, was fecretly in the pay of the enemy. 
He clogged every meafure j and rendered every

expedition



J E H A N G I R E .  ^

expedition of no effeft. He long endeavoured, a . d . 

by his friends at court, to prevent the removal o f 
Purvez, The emperor had taken his refolution. Ic^’. 
Shaw Jehan was deftined for the command of the 
army ; and Chan Chanan, to deprive him of the 
honour of a vidtory over an enemy, who had ap­
parently refilled all his own and his pupil’s efforts, 
perfuaded the confederates to fue for peace, in 
the Imperial prefence; without alleging their fear 
o f Shaw Jehan as anyways conducive to their of­
fers of pacification. The emperor, however, 
would not receive their fubmiffion, but through 
the hands of the prince ; anxious to raife the con- 
fequence of his favourite fon in the eyes o f his 
fubjedls.

In the month of December o f the year one T h e em - 

thoufand fix hundred and fixteen, according to the ^ ° g Sre~ 
Chriftian aera, the emperor, with all the accuf- from  

tomed magnificence o f his march, left Ajmere. Airnere- 
His profeffed defign was to approach nearer to 
his army on the frontiers, to give them fpirit with 
his prefence. After a tedious journey, he arrived 
at Mando, in the province o f Malava ; and took 
up his refidence in that city. He did one very 
popular adtion on his march. Palfing by the place 
where his fon Chufero was confined, he ordered 
his coach * to Hop at the gate. The prince, by 
his commands, was brought before him. His 
chains were llruck o f f ; and he was placed upon 
one o f the Imperial elephants. The people were 
overjoyed at the releafe o f Chufero. His affability, 
and the beauty o f his perfon, recommended him 
to the vulgar; and they loved him on account o f 
his misfortunes. Many caufes concurred to make 
the emperor adopt this meafure. He was in­
formed, that fome friends o f Shaw Jehan were

^ The  fame that was fent him  as a prefent by our Jam es I .

plotting



A .  D. plotting againfl the life of Chufero. The rainif- 
• ter, Aiaph Jah, the favourite Sultana’s brother, 

1025. had alio behaved rudely to the unfortunate prince, 
' and betrayed fymptoms of diflike and revenge. 

Shaw Jchan was probably at the bottom of all. 
His friends, without his permiffion, would fcarce 
have attempted the life of his brother ; and he 
had been lately married to the daughter o f Afaph 
Jah. The emperor was enraged at their wicked- 
nefs and prefumption ; and, by an a£t o f power, 
fruit rated, for the time, their defigns. 

power Of he power of Noor-Mahil over the emperor’s 
toe em- afFeHions, had not in the leai||bated. She, for the 
p,c,s‘ moil part, ruled over him withabfolute fway: fome- 

tinres his fpirit broke forth beyond her controul. 
Her brother’s alliance with Shaw Jchan, kept her 
in the intereii of that prince : and her averfion to 
Chuferoand Pur vez was equal toher regard for him. 
A n edid was iffued to change her name from Noor- 
Malnl into that of Moor-Jehan, or the L i g h t  of 
t h f  W o r l d . T o diftinguifb her from the other 
wives of the emperor, tire was always addreffed by 
the title of S h a k e ,  or Emprefs: Her name 
was joined with that of the emperor, on the cur­
rent coin. She was the fpring which moved the 
great machine of the hate. Her family took 
rank immediately after the princes of the blood, 
ih ey  were admitted, at all hours, into the prefence; 
nor were they excluded from the moil fecret 
apartments of the feraglio. By her influence, 
Chan Azim, the late vifier, was releafed from 
his confinement in Gualiar, and admitted into 
court.

Tons aT" • ^  waf  a t̂er J^ a n g ire ’s arrival at Mando, that 
court du- the affairs of the Decan were fettled. The Eng- 
! S e T  !- ‘/ !mbafHdoi- remained flill at court. The af- 
M aado." facility and good-nature of Jehangire did not, 

for forr.e time, overbalance Shaw Jehan’s aver­
fion,



fion to the Englifh nation. An incident at Surat a . tx 
was magnified into an infult upon the Imperial '^!sp 
power, by the prince and his party. The am- ,027. 
baffador, however, removed the emperor’s jea- v—"-ir— 
loufy : and he had the addrefs to gain, at la.fl, the 
favour of the prince, the minifter, and the em- 
prefs ; and obtained the privileges of trade, which 
were the object of his ertibaffy. An ambaffador 
from Perfia was not fo fuceefsFu!: he was re­
ceived with little ceremony, and difinitTed with a 
coolnefs little fhort of contempt. He came to 
negociafe a loan ar the court of Agra ; and Je- 
hangire was in no humour to give any of his mo­
ney away. The emperor even defcended into 
meannefs, on the occaiion. I he Perfian had been 
ferved in all necefiiries from court, A bill wras 
ordered to be fent him, when he announced his 
defign of departing. He was obliged to pay the 
laft farthing; but the prefents which he had brought 
for the emperor were valued, and dedu&ed from 
the fum demanded.

The emperor, having fettled the affairs o f the E m p eror’s 

Decan, and fpent at Mando feventeen months, t0
in hunting and other rural amufements, marched, and ret-ur» 

with his Lefcar, or great camp, into the kingdom t0 Agra’ 
o f Guzerat. In the latter end of the Autumn of 
the one thoufand and twenty-feverith of the Hige- 
ra, he arrived atAhmedabad, the capital of G u­
zerat. He took, from that city, the route of 
Cambait ; where he had ordered fhips and magni­
ficent barges to.be ready for him, to take his amufe- 
ment on the ocean, with all his court. He was 
foon tired of the agitation of the veifels on the 
waves; and returned to Ahmedabad, on the fe- 
cond of Ramzan, of the year one thoufand and 
twenty-feven. He did not long remain at Ahme­
dabad. He took the route o f Agra, and arrived 
in that capital after an abfence of near five years.

Soon



A .  n. Soon after the court returned to Agra, the 
good old vifier, Aderniid-ul-Dowla, the emperors 

1027. father-in-law, gave up a life, which, on account 
of his many virtues, had become dear to the peo- 

Sar!fter’C pie- Bred up in the fchool of Adverfity, Ade­
pt the vi rmd-ul-Dowla had learned to fubdue his paffions, 
fler‘ to liften to the didates of Reafon, to feel 

fo the misfortunes of mankind. Having raifed 
himfelf from fervitude to authority, from indi­
gence to honour and wealth, he knew the duties 
o f every ftation. He was not lefs converfant with 
the world in pradice, than he was from his ex- 
tenfive reading and the well-weighed refledions 
o f his own mind. An ceconomift in every thing, 
but in charity, he was only covetous o f wealth to 
relieve the needy and the poor. He chafe rather 
to maintain the dignity of his rank by the num­
ber of his friends, than by that of domeftics, fol­
lowers, and Haves. The people loved him as a 
father, but feared him as a father too ; for he 
tempered feverity with moderation, and lenity 
with the rigour o f the laws. The empire flou- 
rilhed under his wife adminiflration. No evil but 
luxury prevailed. That weed takes root in prof- 
perity ; and, perhaps, can never be eradicated 
from fo rich a foil.— The emprefs was inconfola- 
ble for the death o f her father. She propofed, at 
once, as a proof o f her affedion and magnificence, 
to perpetuate his memory in a monument of folid 
flyer. The imperial archited foon convinced 
her, that a metal fo precious would not be the 
inoft lafting means of tranfmitting the vifier’s 
fame to pollerity. “  All ages,”  faid he, “  are 
<c full of avarice ; and even the empire o f the 
“  houfe of Timur, like all fublunary things, is 
tc fubjed to revolution and change.”  She dropt 
her purpofe; and a magnificent fabric o f ftone 
f ill  retains, in Agra, the name of Ademad-ul- 
J)owla. ’ - "

J E H A N -
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Jjifpofition of the court— Expedition to Sewalic— The 
emperor in Cafhmire— Diflurbances in the Decern
__Prince Chufero m u r d e r e d — Rebellion of Shaw
Johan— He is repulfed at Agra— Defeated at 
j)elhi— Purfued by his brother Purvez— Defeat­
ed at the Nirbidda—-He reduces Orix a, Bengal 
and Behar—-He marches toward the capital— To­
tally defeated by Purvez— Befeges Brampour—
In great dif refs—-Mis fubmffon— Candahar loft to 
the empire.

T h  E  death of the old vifier produced no alterati- A. D. 
on in the affairs of the court o f Agra. Habituated, 
under his father, to public bufinefs, Afiph Jan  was 1027. 
adtive in his high department; and Jehangire him- 
felf had acquired a confiderable degree of expe- tion of the 

rience and knowledge, in the paft years of his reign, court. 

The favourite Sultana was not in the mean time 
idle. She even attended to tranfaftions in which 
her own paffions were not immediately concerned ; 
and often gave feafonable advice to her conforr.
She had fuch an afcendancy over the emperor’s 
mind, that he feldom durft attempt any material 
meafure without her concurrence. She difpofed 
o f the higheft offices at pleafure ; and the great- 
eft honours were conferred at her nod. Anph 
was attentive to his filter’s humours. He knew 
the pride and haughtinefs o f her difpofition j and

he



A . d . he forgot the equality which nature gives to a 
brother, in a profound refped for the emprefs. 

rojg‘ Toward the clofe of the year, the Raja Bicker- 
majit was font, with a confiderable force, to the 

iron into mountains of Sewalic, to the north-eaft of the 
sttf moun- Ganges. In the numerous vallies which interfod 
tt-inis of th a t immenfe ridge of hills, manv tribes lived, 

under their native princes, who had never been 
fubdued by the arms of the followers o f Mahom- 
med. Safe in their inacceffible retreats, they of­
ten ifl'ued out, in a depredatory manner, from 
their faflneffes, and haraffod, with incurftons, 
the northern provinces. Bickermajit, after hav­
ing encountered with great difficulties, -penetrated 
into the heart of their country, and fat down be­
fore the fort of Eangurra, which was fituated 
upon a rocky mountain, and thought impregna­
ble. It fell foon into his hands ; but the reduc­
tion of all the tribes was not fmilhed till the clofe 
of the fucceeding year. Twenty-two petty princes 
agreed to pay a certain tribute; and they font 
hoflages to Agra, as fecqrities for their future 
obedience.

/urang- Xhe eleventh of Zicada was rendered remark- 
T" “ c bom. a k j e  k y  the birth of a fon to the prince Shaw Je- 

han, by Sultana Kudfia, the daughter of Afiph 
Jah. Jehangire, who, from his affedion to his 
fon, was highly pleafed with this increafe in his 
family, called the infant A u r u n g z e b e , or the 
Ornament of the Throne.-—To avoid the ap­
proaching heat of the feafon, the emperor refolved 
to remove his court to the delightful country o f 
Cafhmire. Shaw Jelian accompanied his father 
in his progrefs. They entered the mountains of 
Sewalic, in their way, and vifited the fort o f 
Eangurra, which had fome time before furren- 
dere-d to Bickermajit. Jehangire, in a pretended 
zeal for religion, ordered all the images o f the

gods



gods of the Hindoos, which were found in a tem- A. D. 
pie within, the fortrefs, to be broken to pieces; 
and he abided in confecrating the place for the 1028. 
worfhip of God, after the manner prefcribed in 
the Coran.

In his progrefs to Cafhmire, the emperor was Return of 

met by Chan Alum, from his embafly to the fado™!^' 
court of Perfra. Jehangire. after reflecting upon ReHk. 
the contemptuous treatment which he had given 
to the Perfian ambaifador, had refolved to remove 
any coldnefs which might arife on that account, 
between the two empires. He, for that purpofe, 
had difpatched Chan Alum, with magnificent 
prefents to Shaw Abas of Perfra. This noble­
man was received with every mark of refpeCt.
The treaties between the two crowns were re­
newed and confirmed; and the Perfian loaded 
him with rich prefents, accompanying them with 
a letter of friendship to Jehangire ; without men­
tioning the injurious reception of his own minis­
ter at the Indian court.

Jehangire, fond of making progreffes through T h e great 

his extenfive dominions, made, this year, great proved™' 
additions to the convenience of travelling. Con- 
fiderable fums were iffued from the treafury, for 
mending the great roads of the empire. Wells 
were dug at the end o f every two miles; and a 
building for the reception of wayfarers, was 
eredted near each well. This improvement be­
gan on the road to Cafhmire, where Jehangire 
arrived in the beginning o f the year 1029. He 
was highly pleafed with that molt beautiful pro­
vince. The principal valley of which it coniifts, 
being much more elevated than the plains o f In­
dia, is cool and pleafant in the hotted feafon of 
the year. A profound tranquillity reigning over 
all the empire, Jehangire remained many months 
in Cafhmire, He went daily to the chace; and

wandered,



A E>. wandered, after a variety of rural pleafures, over 
the face of that charming and flourifhing country.

1029. He did not return to Lahore, till the month of 
v— Mohirrim of the year that fucceeded his arrival at 

Cafhmire.
D!flur.b_ The emperor had fcarce arrived at Lahore, 
& e  D e c a n .  when he received advices, that the princes of the 

Decan, who had engaged to pay a certain tribute, 
had driven away, by force, the deputies who had 
been fent to receive it. The refractory tributa­
ries backed this violent meafure with an army of 
fixty thoufand horfe. They encamped at Balla- 
pour. The chiefs of the confederates were Nizam- 
ul-Muluc, Adil Chan, and Cuttub. They were 
defcended of the Mahommedan princes, who, at 
the fall of the Patan empire, had affumed the 
date and independence of princes in the Decan. 

featTfe C"t Jshangire, upon receiving this intelligence, 
queii the immediately difpatched Shaw Jehan to Agra. 
infcrgentE. He gave him a commiffion to command the Im­

perial army ftationed in and near that city. The 
prince did not continue long at Agra. He 
marched, op the twentieth of Siffer, toward 
Brampour. fdis force confifted of forty thoufand 
horfe. Abdul jiuffein, an experienced officer, 
was his fecond in command. Letters came to 
the prince, on his march, from the Imperial go­
vernor of Mando, that a confiderable detachment 
of the enemy had eroded the Nirbidda, and were 
laying wade the country. 4 bdpl Huffein was 
immediately detached againft them, with five 
thoufand horfe. That general came up with the 
plunderers, defeated them, flew many on the 
fpot, and purfued the fugitives to the hills. The 
prince himfelf continued his route to Brampour. 

T h e  rebels Chan Chanan, who commanded at Brampour, 
reduced. was a manner befieged in that city by the 

enemy. They had traverfed the provinces of
Berar



Berar and Chandeilh ; and fpread their devaftati- A. i). 
ons to the gates of Brampour. The Imperialifts 
recovered their fpirit, upon the prince’s arrival im|*. 
with an arm y; and the hopes of the infurgents 
began to vanilh. Some petty Rajas, who had 
joined the confederates, took the firft opportunity 
o f throwing themfelves at the feet of Shaw Jehan.
They were pardoned, but obliged to pay the ar- 
rear of their tribute, which amounted to fifty lacks.
The Mahommedan princes, being deferted by 
the Hindoo Rajas, their troops mutinied, and 
diffentions rofe in their councils. They feparated 
in difguft and defpair, each to his own territory.
Shaw Jehan divided his army into five parts, and 
followed the rebels. In the fjpace of a few months, 
without any confiderable adion, he reduced the 
infurgents to their former obedience; forcing 
them to pay the arrears of their tribute, which 
was now fettled at the annual fum of fifty-five 
Jacks of roupees.

When Shaw Jehan had received orders from his cim fer® 

father to quell the difturbances in the Decan, he fnetl<jvtehr®!i 
requefted that his brother, the unfortunate prince hands o f  

Chufero, might be put into his hands. He had often J e* 
made the fame requefl: before, but to no effed. a“ ’ 
Jehangire juftly doubted his fincerity, when he pro- 
feffed, that it was a regard for a brother that induced 
him to wilh to have Chufero in his pofleflion. He 
knew the ambition o f Shaw Jehan : he flill had 
an affedion for Chufero. Afiph Jah, even the fa­
vourite Sultana had gone into the views of Shaw 
Jehan; but the emperor remained long inflexi­
ble. Shaw Jehan, for fome time, feemed to drop 
his defigns. He, in the mean time, grew daily 
in his father’s efteem ; and Chufero declined in 
proportion as his brother rofe. When the alarm­
ing news from the Decan arrived at Lahore, the 
emperor’s hopes reded all on Shaw Jehan. The

artful



a . D . artful prince, in the critical moment, renewed 
Hig. his requelt, with regard to Cbufero, and he was 
1030. delivered into his hands.

' '< Though Noor-Mahil had been formerly in the
T h e  S u ! -  intereft of Shaw jehan, fhe had lately many rea- 
peels his ions to alter her opinion concerning that prince, 
defigns. Her penetrating eye had pierced the veil which 

he had drawn over his defigns. She faw the great 
lines of ambition, and an unrelenting perfeverance 
in purfuit of power, in all his conduct. She com­
municated her fufpicions to Jehangire: Ihe told 
him, that Shaw Jehan mud be curbed ; that he 
manifeftly afpired to the throne; that all his ac­
tions tended to gain popularity ; that his apparent 
virtues were hypocrify, and not the offspring of 
a generous and honeft mind ; and that he waited 
but for a convenient opportunity to throw off the 
mafle of deceitful duty and feigned allegiance. 
The emperor was convinced; but it was too 
late. Chufero was already in the hands o f Shaw 
Jehan; and the latter was at the head of an army. 
Silence now' was prudence ; and a melancholy 
anxiety fucceeded to condefcending weaknefs. 

Character Chufero, though popular on account of the 
fero.!’a'  beauty of his perfon, and his misfortunes, was a 

prince of a haughty difpofition. He was govern­
ed by furious paffions. His mind was in a per­
petual agitation, without pointing to any end. 
He was now' volatile and cheerful ; now dark 
and fullen. He often laughed at misfortunes ; 
he was often enraged at trifles; and his whole 
conduct betrayed every mark of an infanity of 
mind. Iiis judgment was little: his memory 
weak. He always preferred the laft advice, hav­
ing no power of mind to diftinguifli propriety, 
no retention to make juft comparifons. His de­
figns were therefore often ill-founded ; his aftions 
irrefolute and undecifive, and they always termi­

nated



NJ  E  PI A  N G  I R  E.

nated in djfgrace and ruin. Yet he had fome- A .  D . 

thing about him that commanded refpect in the 
midft of his infirmities. Nobody could look at iofo. 
his conduct without difguft ; none obferved his 
manner or faw his perfon without regard and a 
kind of efteem. Had he not been foured by- 
misfortunes, he was naturally of a generous and 
tender difpofition ; but ad verb ty Hopping up the 
current of his mind, threw it out of its channel, 
and he, at laid, became indifferent concerning 
his own fate.

Shaw Jehan, for fome time, affected to treat Heisaffaf- 
the unfortunate Chufero with attention and re-fi,uated* 
fpedh But this was a delufive gleam before a 
ftorm. Iiis defigns were not yet ripe for execu­
tion. To remove Chufero would be to no pur- 
pofe, till other obftacles to his own ambition 
were removed. Fortune favoured his defigns.
His fuccefs in the Decan raifed his reputation ; 
the plunder of the enemy furnilhed the means o f 
gainingfor him the army. They expreffed their 
inviolable attachment to his perfon and views.
He threw off the mafk at once. He difregarded 
the mandates of the court of Agra ; and to com­
plete his crimes, he ordered the unfortunate Chu- 
iero to be afiaffinafed by ruffians, under the walls 
o f Azere. He affirmed, foon after, the Imperial 
titles; laying the foundation of his throne in a 
brother’s blood. M anner o f

Though all mankind were convinced, thatius death" 
Shaw Jehan was acceffary to the murder 
of Chufero, he had taken previous meafures 
to conceal the intended crime. When he had 
quelled the infurredtion in the Decan, he became 
apparently melancholy, and pretended to fall into 
a difeafe. His friends were full of anxiety. One 
only was in the fecret ; and he began to infinu- 
ate, that the prince had received intelligence, that 
Jehangire had determined to raife Chufero to the

throne.



a . f>. throne. He expatiated upon the uncertain fate 
l l? 1- o f Shaw Jehan ; and upon the doubtfulnefs of 
ro3o. their own fortune, as conneded with that prince.

'—  --- '  One Raja Bandor, a notorious villain, underdood
the meaning of Shaw Jehan’s friend. In hopes 
of a reward, he went at midnight to the tent of 
Chufero, and pretending a meflage from the em­
peror, he was admitted by the attendants of the 
prince, without fufpicion. He found him fall 
afleep, and dabbed him to the heart. The fa­
vourite wife of Chufero, the daughter o f the vifier 
Chan Azem, came to her hufband’s tent in the 
morning. She found him cold in his blood ; fhe 
filled the camp and the neighbouring city o f Azere 
with her cries. She ran about didraded, and 
called down the vengeance of God upon the mur­
derers. Shaw Jehan, who had removed to the 
country for the benefit of the air, returned upon 
the news of Chufero’s death, and fhewed fuch 
apparent fymptoms of grief, that he was believed, 
for fome time, innocent of the murder.

'̂ eror'eT" ^ h e news ° f  the death of Chufero came foon
raged at' to the emperor’ s ears. Retaining dill fome af- 
^ mur- fedion for his unfortunate fon, he was fhocked 

at the murder, and gave himfelf up to grief. He 
fufpeded Shaw Jehan, but common fame had not 
yet fixed the crime on that prince. Jehangire 
wrote a public letter to him and his principal of­
ficers, fignifying that he was determined to make 
a drid  and fevere enquiry concerning the afiaf- 
lination; and that he would punifh the murder­
ers with the utmod rigour. He ordered the body 
to be dug up from the grave and examined. He 
openly accufed Shaw Jehan j who, finding him- 
ielf difcovered, refolved to continue in his rebel­
lion.

fofshaw . author of the life of Shaw Jehan, afcribes 
jehan. his rebellion to the violence and ambition of the

favourite



favourite Sultana. That woman, fays the writer, A .  d . 

finding that the health o f the emperor declined, 
was apprehenfive that the crown would devolve - iofo. 
on Shaw Jehan ; who had, for fome time, beetl 
the determined enemy of her influence and power.
She, therefore, refolved to ruin the alfairs of 
that prince ; and to fix the fucceffion in the per- 
fon of Shariar, the fourth fon of Jehangire, who 
■ was married to her own daughter, by her former 
hulband Shere Afkun. Her abfolute dominion 
over the emperor obtained credit to her alper- 
fions. She actually procured a promife for an 
alteration of the fucceffion : and it was the cer­
tain intelligence of this circumftance, continues 
his apologill, that drove Shaw Jehan to extremes.

Though Shaw Jehan’s defigns upon the throne He af- 
were no fecfet, he did not affume the Imperial furnes?he 
titles till the tweirty-feventh of the fecond Jem- fitST*1 
mad of the one thoufand and thifty-firfl: of the 
Iligera. He immediately, with a numerous 
army, took the route' o f Delhi, where, at that 
time, his father refided. The news of his march 
flew before him, and reached the ears of Jehan­
gire. That monarch became anxious, irrefolute, 
and perplexed ; and to complete the confufion 
in his councils, advices were, at the fame time, 
received, that Shaw Abas, king of Perfia, at the 
head of a great force, had furprifed Candahar.
The emperor wac, thunderftruck at this double 
intelligence of approaching misfortune. The re­
bellious prince had the flower of the Imperial 
army under his command. Jehangire, as the laft 
refort, had recourfe to policy. Inftead of arm­
ing for his own defence, he difiembled his know­
ledge of his fon’s intentions. He wrote him af­
fectionate letters from day to day. He praifed 
his former aftions. He commended his prefent 
alacrity, in coming fo expeditioufly againfl: the

Vol. III. N  Perfian.



A . D . Perfian. Shaw Jehan was not to be flattered out of 
his aefigns. He faw thro’ his father’s policy, and 

io3Sj . he gradually advanced; but being overtaken by
— r---- - the rains, he was obliged to halt fome months at

Mando, the capital of the province of Malava.
Shaw Jehan in his march made the firft hoftile 

Is ip  pul fed attempt upon the caftle of Agra. In that fortrefs 
at &>a' was lodged a great part of the Imperial treafure.

Upon the news o f the prince’ s departure from 
Man-o, the emperor fent Afiph Jah, thevifier, to 
tranfport the treafure from Agra to Lahore. Eta- 
bar Chan, who commanded the fortrefs, was un­
willing to rifle the treafure on the road, as the 
news of Shaw Jehan’s near approach was arrived. 
The importunities of Afiph prevailed. Etabar 
with a party efcorted the treafure: fome of 
the enemy appeared in view. Etabar immediate­
ly retired, with his convoy, to the caftle of A gra ; 
and Afiph made the beft of his way to Delhi. 
Shaw Jehan, immediately upon his arrival, order­
ed the caftle to be aflaulted ; but Bickermajit, 
who commanded the attack, was fo warmly re­
ceived, that he was glad to retire, with the lofs 
of five hundred men. The prince, enraged at 
this difappointment, delivered up to plunder fome 
of the nobility’s houfes at A gra ; and then took 
the rout of Delhi.

His de- The prince having advanced, formed his camp 
E"f?ch« at Feridabad. The city of Delhi was alarmed : 

the emperor perplexed. A  letter, in the mean 
time, was brought to him from his rebellious fon. 
Shaw Jehan demanded, That the command of all 
the Imperial troops fhould be given to him with­
out referve: that orders fhould be fent to the go­
vernors of the provinces to receive all their future 
inftructions from his handsthat permiffion fhould 
be given him to receive, into his pofleflion, all 
the warlike ftores ; that he fhould have accefs to 
the royal magazines and treafures to fupply him

with



with every neceffary, for carrying on the war A. D. 
againft Perfia : and that the impregnable caftle 
o f Rentimpour fhould be placed in his hands, as 1032. 
a place of fecurity for his family, againft the ma- 
chinations of the Sultana, during his abfence in 
the north.

Jehangire was enraged beyond meafure at pro- refuted, 
pofals which, if granted, would actually dethrone 
him. His refentment and pride got the better of 
his temporizing timidity. He iffued out an edidt 
declaring his l'on a rebel, fhould he not difband 
his army, and return to his duty, by a certain 
day. Another edict confiscated all his eftates, by 
recalling the grants which had been given him, for 
a magnificent fubfiftence. The eftates were con­
ferred upon Sultan Shariar; who was, at the 
fame time, invefted with a commiftion to carry on, 
with the utmoft vigour, the Perfian war. Ruftum 
Suffavi, an experienced and able officer, was 
placed next in command to the prince in the ex­
pedition. Ruftum was himfelf a Perfian, a near 
relation to Shaw Abas, and deduced his paternal 
defcent from the Imperial family of Suffvi.

The Imperial edidts made no impreffion on p reparati- 

Shaw Jehan. The emperor flew from the pen to ^ agalnft 
the fword. The troops ftationed near the capital 
flocked to his ftandard : others joined him from 
the provinces. Afiph Jah and the Sultana had 
forefeen the ftorm, and the adherents of the em­
peror were on their march to Delhi, when the 
rebel prince was on his route from the Decan. 
Jehangire, in a few days, faw forty thoufand 
horfe under his command. Scarce ten thoufand 
o f thefewereof the {landing force of the empire, 
fo that Shaw Jehan had ftill a manifeft fuperiority.

The river Jumna, being in the dry feafon o f He endea- 
the year fordable, the emperor crofted it ; and vours to 
both armies arrived at Belochpoor, and remained Condu&. 
fome days in hourly expectations of a battle. The 

N  2 prince,



A .  D .  prince, in the mean time, endeavoured to excufe 
his own condudt, by affirming, that he was 

1032. driven to extremes, by the intrigues of the Sul- 
•—— tana againft his power. She carried, he faid, all 

before her with the emperor ; and to throw dif- 
grace upon him, perfuaded Jehangire to order 
him to the Perfian war, without the neceffary 
fupplies of money and warlike (lores. He, there­
fore, alleged, that his demands had been made 
in fo peremptory a manner, merely becaufe he 
did not confider his father as a free agent, fwayed 
and commanded as he was by the pernicious coun- 
fels of a vindidive and ambitious woman. Thefe 
allegations leffened his crime in the eyes o f the fu- 
perficial; and tended to ftrengthen in his army, 
the attachment to his intereft, which he had pur- 
chafed with donations.

DidreTs of The emperor was impatient to come to adion 
the em p s- y y P h  his fon. Afiph Jah, the vifier, oppofed this 

meafure, by affirming that it was imprudent to 
rifque all, with a fmall force, while reinforce­
ments were daily expeded. The emperor fufped- 
ed his fidelity ; and he had fome reafon. Afiph 
was faid to have provided againft all events, by 
keeping up a correfpondence with Shaw Jehan. 
His enemies affirmed, that it was his advice which 
haftened the prince from the Decan; though this 
agrees but little with the preparations which 
Afiph had made againft Shaw Jehan from fore- 
feeing his rebellion. Jehangire, however, be­
lieved his minifler guilty. He gave himfelf up 
to rage and defpair.

H isd re a m . In the heat of his imagination upon the occa- 
fion, he fell afleep in his tent. He dreamed that 
he faw a pole fixed in the ground, before the Im­
perial palace. On the top of the pole, which 
almoft reached the fkies, a meteor feemed to 
play, and to lighten the whole world with its

fplendor.



fplendor. An elephant came from the weft and a . D . 

overturned the pole. The meteor fell and ex- ^fg.’
pired on the ground, leaving the whole earth in 1032.
profound darknefs. Jehangire ftarted from his '''’T ' ' - ' '  
bed. Naturally fuperftitious, he forefaw fome 
coming evil in his dream. He related it, in the 
morning, to his Omrahs. None ventured to in­
terpret i t ; and when they flood in filence in the 
prefence, a courier arrived, with advice that Mo- 
habet Chan, with all the forces of Punjab, was at 
the diftance of a few miles from the Imperial 
camp. This fudden and unexpected reinforce­
ment diffufed an univerfal joy. The emperor 
cried out, That his dream was interpreted. Mo- 
habet joined the army in the evening; and pri­
vate orders were immediately iffued to the officers 
to prepare for aCtion by the dawn of day.

The Imperial army was in motion while yet it Pr=- 
was dark; and Shaw Jehan, apprized of their battle.°r 
march, did not decline to engage. He advanced 
apace. The two armies came in fight of each 
other oppofite to Tuglick-abad. The Imperialifts 
were commanded in chief by Afiph Jah, the 
vifier, who was pofted in the center. Mohabet 
Chan had charge of the right wing; Nawafis 
Chan, o f the left. Abdalla commanded the ad­
vanced guards, confiding o f three thoufand horfe.
The Emperor himfelf flood behind the center; 
and to encourage the generals, fent to each fome 
prefents, as a mark o f his confidence and 
favour.

Some of the rebel lords, who thought they T h e aftloa 

were giving good advice to Shaw jehan, pre-be81r‘i' 
vailed upon him not to expofe his perfon in the 
field. He retired to a fmall diftance; and Raja 
Bickermajit marfhalled his troops in. order of 
battle. The Raja placed himfelf in the center :
Raja Bime commanded the right, Darab Chan

the



A.  D. the left wing. The aCtion was begun by the ad- 
j.j jg' vanced guards on both fides. Thofe o f Shaw je- 
103 2 .  han were defeated, at the iirft onfet, by a ftrange 

accident. Abdaila, who commanded the ad­
vanced guard of the Imperialifts, fpurring on his 
horfe among the enemy, with a few officers in 
the fecret, joined the rebels. His troops, mif- 
taking their commander’s perfidy for valour, 
rufhed forward to fupport him ; and having en­
gaged the enemy hand to hand, drove them back 
upon their own line.

Sh aw  j e -  Afiph Jah took immediate advantage o f the 
felted' confufion occafioned by the flight of Shaw Je- 

han’s advanced guard. He preffed forward with 
the center of the Imperialifis, and came to action 
with Raja Bickermajit. The fnock was violent, 
and the battle continued obftinate for fome time. 
Both the commanders exerted themfelves to the 
utmoft. At length the fortune of Afiph prevailed. 
Raja Bickermajit fell, pierced through the head 
witn an arrow. I he center of the rebels imme­
diately fled; and, at that inftant, Mohabet drove 
the left wing from the field. Raja Bime, in the 
mean time, preffed hard upon Nawafis Chan, 
who commanded tho right wing of the Irnpe- 
rialifts. Ihe duff was fo great, that the contend­
ing armies were involved in darknefs. They felt 
for each other with their fwords. Nawafis was 
criven from the field. Many of his officers were 
killed, and fome taken prifoners. Raja Bime, 
imagining he was returning after a complete vic­
tory, fell in with the troops of Afiph Jah. They 
mixed undiftinguifhed with each other. Slaugh­
ter and confufion reigned. Wounds w'ere in­
flicted at random. Chance governed all. Every 
individual confidered himfelf as in the midft of 
ten thoufand foes.-' The armies retreated to their 
camps. The field was left to the dead.

Botl̂



Both parties, at fir ft, claimed the honour of a . d . 

the victory, but the confequences declared it to ,Ĵ -  
belong to Jehangire. Though both the emperor 1032. 
and Shaw Jehan had been kept out of the line at 
the beginning of the adtion, by the affiduity of ftanceT" 
their friends, when the battle became hot, they 
mixed with their refpedtive armies. Bickermajit, 
obferving the emperor, prefled forward to feize 
h im ; but in the attempt was flain. The fpirit 
o f the rebels fell with their leader. Shaw Jehan 
prefented himfelf to the runaways in vain. Nei­
ther threats nor promifes would do. A panic 
had feized them; and though the prince cried 
aloud, That he himfelf, as good and as brave an 
officer as Bickermajit, was alive, they liftened 
not as they paffed, and foon fled beyond the power 
of hearing.

Shaw Jehan became almoft diffracted wdth his during the 

misfortunes. He refolved ferioufly to prevent bittle’ 
future mifery and diftrefs, by an immediate death.
His adherents, however, prevailed upon him to re­
treat. He fled to the mountains of M ewat; his 
army falling off as he fled. Jehangire was the more 
aftonifhed at his good fortune, the more it was 
unexpedted. When the news of Abdalla’s trea­
chery was brought him, he had given all over 
for loft. He diftrufted Afiph Ja h ; and he fent a 
meffenger to recal him from the front, when that 
minifter was upon the point of engaging the 
enemy. Fortunately for the emperor, the mef­
fenger did not come up to the vifier till the affair 
was decided. The latter obeyed Jehangire, and 
brought him the news o f vidiory.

The battle was fcarce decided, when Sultan Sultan 
Purvez, in confequence of his father’s orders, ^  
arrived from Allahabad, in the Imperial camp. camp. 
Jehangire received him with an excefs o f joy.
The vidfory over his rebellious fon had elevated

his



A .  d . his fpirits, and diffipated all his fears. He fent 
, i5.23. his feraglio before him to Agra; and raifed Pur- 
1032 . vez, under the tuition of Mohabet, to the com- 

y—•/ mand of the army. Shaw Jehan, in the mean 
time, with a few adherents, purfued his way to 
the Decan; and Purvez was ordered to follow 
him with a eonfiderable force. The fugitive 
prince dopt with his adherents, to refredi them- 
felves at the river Geniva. Purvez, in the mean 
time, came up ; a cannonade enfued, and the 
Imperialifrs having forced their paffage, Shavv 
Jehan retreated with precipitation.

A ffa irs  h i ' We mud, for a moment, lofe fight o f the 
the D e ca n , -nce  ̂ — tge misfortunes of his adherents.

The emperor in his extreme affeftion for Shaw 
Jehan, had, while yet he remained in his duty, 
fubmitted to his government an extenfive divi- 
fion of the empire, confiding of feveral provinces. 
In that number was the rich kingdom of Guze- 
rat. Bickermajit, who was flairi in the aftion 
near Delhi, had been governor of that province ; 
and when he joined the prince in his expedition 
againd his father, Suffvi Chan was left in the 
fuperintendency o f Guzerat. Abdalla, whofe 
perfidy, in deferting his fovereign in the late 
battle, we have already mentioned, was rewarded, 
by the prince, for his treachery, with the go­
vernment vacant by the death of Bickermajit. 
Unwilling to leave the prince in his didrefs, A b­
dalla difpatches his friend Offader Chan to com­
mand, in the mean time, in that province. Of­
fader arriving with a fmall force, at Ahmedabad, 
the capital, difplaced Suffvi Chan, the Imperial 
governor. Suffvi fled to Hankfi. He wrote 
from thence to Nafir, the governor o f  Patan. 
Underflanding that Suffvi was no dranger to the 
march of Sultan Dawir Buxfn the fon o f Chufe- 
jc ,  under the tuition of his maternal grandfather

Chan



Chan Azem, to command for the emperor in. A . D. 
Guzerat, Nafir blamed him for his flight. He !tj^ ‘ 
met Suffvi, with a force at Caperbeniz. They 1032. 
refolved to march to Ahmedabad : and fetting for- —V ''- ' 
ward in the evening, they arrived next morning 
under the walls of the city. Dividing their forces 
into three bodies; each body attacked a gate.
The elephants broke them open : the Imperialifts 
entered, and Offader was feized.

Shaw Jehan, after the rencounter at the River J«- 
Geniva, fled to Mando, the capital o f Malava. t’y  defeat" 

News was brought to him in that city, that Guze- ed in 
rat was loft. He was much aftedled ; but A b - ZcKa‘ 
dalla made light of the matter. That Omrah 
marched toward Ahmedabad with feven thoufand 
horfe. When he arrived at Waflet, he found 
Suffvi, now the Imperial Suba, ready unexpectedly 
to receive him. This lord, finding that prince 
Dawir Buxfli and Chan Azem had lagged on their 
march, provided himfelf with an army. He polled 
his forces about twelve miles from Ahmedabad.
Abdalia endeavoured to turn his rear. He was pre­
vented by the vigilance o f Su ffvi; and he, there­
fore, refolved to come to battle. Dividing his 
army into three columns, he advanced, in that 
order, upon the enemy. Nafir Chan fupported 
Suffvi, with his courage and conduct. The bat­
tle was obftinate. Many officers of rank fell on 
the fide o f Abdalia. He was routed with great 
flaughter. He fled to Surat. The country peo­
ple cut off the greateft part o f the ihattered re­
mains of his followers in their retreat. He foon 
after, with a few troops, betook himfelf to Brain- 
pour.

The prince Purvez and Mohabet, after the af Purvez de­
fair at the river Geniva, returned to the Emperor, jXaifat  ̂
who was encamped under the walls of Fattepour. the N ir-  

The difturbances in Guzerat convinced Jehan- bldaa‘



A . D . gire, that the flames of civil war could be only 
j6z3- extinguilhed by the total ruin of Shaw Jehan. 

He, therefore, ordered Purvez and Mohabet at, 
the head of the Rajaputs, in the Imperial pay, 
to purfue the rebel and to take him alive. Shaw 
Jehan left Mando, with a refolution to try his 
fortune in a battle. He paffed the river Nirbid- 
da and threw up works to defend the ford. He 
was, by this time, reduced to great diftrefs. His 
adherents gradually deferted him. He became 
tired of hoftilities which promifed no fuccefs. 
He fent to his brother Purvez, for very moderate 
terms. Purvez, by the advice o f Mohabet, 
amufed him with hopes, without coming to any de­
termined point. The ufuai precautions were ne­
glected on the fide of Shaw Jehan ; and Mohabet, 
who watched an opportunity, crofled the river 
and furprized him in his camp. He was defeated 
with great flaughter.

Shaw Je- Shaw Jehan fled from the field, through Gol- 
ta Orixa. conda ; and then took the route o f Orixa, to

...... Bengal. The governor of Orixa, Ahmed Beg,
fled on the prince’ s approach. That province 
was given to Kulli Chan, one of Shaw Jehan’s 
adherents; whilfl he himfelf advanced to Burd- 
wan, and took pofleflion of that diftriCt. He did 
not continue long at Burdwan. Ibrahim, go­
vernor of Bengal, had collected all his forces to 
Raja Mah'il, to oppofe the unexpected invafion ; 
and Shaw Jehan marched toward the place.

Enters When the prince had arrived within a few miles 
of Raja M ini!, the Suba abandoned that fortrefs 

feats the as untenable. He retreated, in good order, to 
Suba. fort of Tellia-G urri; which had been built

to defend the pafs between the mountains and the 
Ganges. In the fort were a number o f Euro­
peans. He ftrengthened them with a reinforce­
ment of his bell troops, whilft he encamped his

army



army on the oppofite bank of the river. Shaw a . d . 
Jehan, upon his arrival, inverted the fort of Tel- 1 
lia-Gurri. He made little impreffion ; the Euro- 
peans being excellent gunners and engineers. ^— r— ■ 
He attempted to crofs, but was repulfed, having 
but a few  ̂ boats. A neighbouring Raja, how. 
ever, provided the prince with a fleet of boats ; 
and in thefe he tranfported two thoufand horfe. 
Ibrahim, finding that he was to be attacked in 
his camp, eroded the river in his turn. He drew 
up in order of battle, againft the prince ; but In 
the adion his troops were defeated and he him- 
felf flain. Bengal fell, with the Suba, from the 
empire. Rumi, the chief engineer of Shaw je ­
han, in the mean time, found means to carry a 
mine, under the fort o f Teliia-Gurri, and blew 
up about twenty yards of the rampire. The 
place was taken by affault, and the garrifon put 
to the fword.

Shaw Jehan, after this great and unexp'eded 
fuccefs attending his arms, marched to Dacca, fubmKS5 
where Ibrahim, the late Suba, had depofited his 
own and the Imperial treafure. He no fooner 
appeared before Dacca, than it furrendered.
Forty lacks of roupees were found in fpecie, be- 
fides jewels, much fpoil, and warlike ftores,
Dacca was the laft place in Bengal, that held out 
for the emperor. The Rajas, the hereditary go­
vernors of dirtrids, and all thofe who held 
eftates of the crown, crowded into the court of 
the prince ; and with prefents and proffers of 
allegiance, endeavoured to fecure their pofleffions.
The whole kingdom received a new fovereign ; 
and Darab, the fon o f Chan Cbanan, was raifed 
to the high office of Suba under Shaw Jehan.

The ambition of the prince was not to be con- and Behai, 
fined to Bengal. He turned his eyes upon the 
adjoining province of Behar. He fcarce had per­

mitted



A .  d . mitted his army to breathe after the conqueft of 
1624., Dacca, before he led them in to Behar. Muchlis 
,033’. Chan, the Imperial governor of that province, 

N— r-w  fled to Allahabad, at the~ approach of the prince.
The gates of Patna, the capital, were left open to 
receive him. He kept his court in the Suba’s pa­
lace. The Zemindars crowded, from all quar­
ters, into the city, made their fubmiflion, and, 
with prefents, obtained his favour. But what 
was of greater confequence to the prince, Mu- 
liarick, governor of the impregnable fort of 
Rhotas, which had never been taken by force, 
came and prefented to him the keys. Shaw.Je- 
han was exceedingly rejoiced at this piece of 
good fortune. He had now a place of fecurity 
for his family ; and he found his mind, as alle­
viated from care, fitter to encounter the dangers 
o f the field and the viciflitudes of fortune.

H e  divides- rfhe prince having reftored the civil govern- 
im o three men! of Behar, which had been ruined by his 
parts. invaflon, raifed Naflr Chan to the office o f Suba.

He himfelf took again the field. He divided 
his army into three parts. The firft he placed 
under the command of Abdalla, who had been 
lately fo unfortunate in Guzerat. He ordered 
that officer to proceed to Allahabad, with his di- 
vifion; fo drive away the Suba of Behar from 
thence, and to take pofleffion of the place. Deria 
Chan was placed, by the prince, over the fecond 
divifion. That general was ordered to reduce 
the country round Jionpour. The third divifion 
Shaw Jehan, in perfon, commanded. He ad­
vanced, by very flow marches to Benaris, hearing 
complaints, deciding caufes, and fettling the go­
vernment of the country, as he went.

Purvez ad- Fortune hitherto favoured the arms o f the re- 
warcf him. bellious prince. Purvez with Mohabet Chan had 

purfued the fugitives, from the affair at the Nir-
bidda.



bidda, into the heart o f Golconda. At Hydra- A. n, 
bad they gave over the purfuit ; and began to 1 fin- 
employ themfelves in refettiing the affairs of the ,033'. 
Decan, which the rebellion o f Shaw Jehan had 
very much deranged. The news of the lofs of 
the eaftern provinces alarmed Mohabet: Even 
Jehangire, who paffed his time in voluptuoufnefs, 
with his favourite Noor-Mahil, was rouzed from 
his lethargy. He difpatche.d exprefs after exprefs 
to Purvez. The march of Shaw Jehan toward 
the capital, determined Mohabet to endeavour 
to intercept him on his way. He marched with 
Purvez through Malava and Behar. He croffed 
the Jumna at Calpe, and the Ganges at Babere*
The Imperial army came up with Deria, who 
commanded one of the three divifions of the re­
bels, at Manicpour. He was ihflantly defeated ; 
and he fell back to Benaris. Abdalla, at the 
fame time, evacuated Allahabad, and joined Shaw 
Jehan. A  council of war was called. Their de­
liberation was fhort. They refolved to give im­
mediate battle to Purvez and Mohabet.

The refolution was fcarce taken, when the Im- Prejwari- 
perialifts appeared in fight. No time v'as to be t°;"|jfor ac~ 
loft. Shaw Jehan drew up his army on the banks 
of a brook called Tonifh. Abdalla commanded 
the’right wing; Nafir Chan the left ; the prince 
himfelf took his poll in the center. The ad­
vanced guards were commanded by Raja Bime : 
and the whole field was marlhalled by Sujait 
Chan, who was at the head of the referve in 
the rear. The artillery, under the diredion of 
Rumi, u'as drawn up in one place before the 
center, inftead of being difpofed properly along 
the line. The army o f the rebels exceeded fortv 
thoufand horfe: the Imperialifts w'ere more in 
number.

Mohabet, in the mean time, was not idle. armr 
He formed in order o f battle the army of Prince jehi'n ^

Purvez.



A . D . Purvez. Plis fuperiority, in point of numbers, 
enabled him to out-flank the enemy. The parti- 
culars of his difpofition are not related.— The 

—' adion was begun by the artillery on the fide of 
■ Shaw Jehan. But more than a thoufand (hot 

were expended before one took place : the enemy 
being yet at too great a diftance, Mohabet 
would not permit his artillery to play, till he 
was fure of doing execution. The cannonade 
continued near an hour. Some of Rum i’s guns 
were difmounted, his men were driven from 
others. Shaw jehan immediately ordered his 
advanced guard to charge a body o f the Impe- 
rialifts, w£o were coming forward, with hafty 
ftrides, to feize his artillery. The two advanced 
parties fought with great bravery. Thofe o f 
Shaw jehan at length gave ground. Raja Bime, 
who commanded them, preferred death to flight. 
He flood* with a few gallant friends, and was cut 
to pieces.

Wally de- Mohabet, obferving the defeat of the enemy’s 
teated. advanced guard, came forward brifkly, with his 

whole line ; and fell, with great fury, on the 
center, where Shaw Jehan commanded in per- 
fon. The fhock was violent, but did not lafh 
The prince was driven back from his guns, which 
were feized by Mohabet. Sujait Chan, who 
commanded the referve of the rebels, threw him- 
1 elf into the interval left by Shaw Jehan’s retreat. 
He fought, for fome time, with great bravery, 
and furnifhed the prince with an opportunity of 
rallying his broken fquadrons. But Sujait was, 
in his turn, defeated ; and driven back in great 
confufion. Shaw Jehan advanced to the charge : 
but advice was brought him, that Nafir was 
defeated on the left ; and that fome of the enemy, 
who had paffed his flanks, were feen advancing in 
his rear.

The'



■  ;

The defperate fituation o f the prince fuggefted A  D . 

to him a defperate refolution. He advanced as if  
he heard not the mefienger, and plunged into 1033. 
the thickeft of the enemy. He was followed by 
five hundred horfe. This fmall body, devoting His brave- 
themfelves to death with their leader, were irre- *' 
fiftible. They effected more by defpair than the 
whole army had done by courage. Mohabet 
received a check, when he lead expedited it. He 
began to retreat: but Shaw Jehan was not pro­
perly fupported. His officers confidered the bat­
tle as loft, and refufed to advance. Abdalla, 
who had hitherto maintained his ground on the 
right, received a meffage from the prince. He 
returned for anfwer, that all hopes of victory 
were gone, and that the belt retreat they could 
make, was now the only thing left them by 
fortune. The prince was enraged. He refolved 
to die. His companions, feizing his horfe by the 
reinss forced him from the field. He fled not, 
but he was carried to the fort of Rhotas. The 
rich plunder of his camp faved him from being 
purfued.

Sultan Purvez and Mohabet, having ftopt for He flies 
a few days to refrefh their army, after the fa- tI‘* 
tigues o f a long march and an obftinate battle, 
took the route of Bengal. Shaw Jehan left his 
family in the fortrefs o f Rhotas. Pie collected 
the remains of his defeated army. He marched 
to Patna, and prepared to defend that city. He, 
however, evacuated the place at the approach of 
his brother. He fled through Bengal. Purvez 
was clofe at his heels. Shaw Jehan took the 
route of the Decan, by the way of Cuttack.
Bengal, Behar and Orixa fell into the hands 
o f Purvez. That prince and Mohabet fpent 
f®me time in refettling the government of the 
three provinces 3 and when the current of regula­

tion



f t *

•A-, d. fion and law was rettored to its ancient channel, 
tiig5.' theY marched after Shaw Jehan into the Decan, 
1034. by the northern road.

Though Shaw Jehan’s affairs were, to all ap- 
Refieges pearance, ruined, he found refources in his own 

rani pour. aQ.;ve ra;ncj. During the time that Purvez and 
Mohabet remained in the recovered provinces, he 
found means to attach to his party the Raja of 
Ambere, By the junction of the Raja’s forces, 
he found hitnfelf in a condition to fit down be­
fore the city of Brampour. He had reduced it 
to great diltrefs, when the Imperial army, under 
Purvez and Mohabet, arrived on the banks of 
the Nirbidda. He had not a force fufficient to op- 
pofe them : he raifed the fiege, and took fhelter 
in the mountains o f Ballagat. In his retreat he 
made an attempt on the cattle of Haffer. This 
is a ftrong fortrefs on the frontiers of Chandeilh.
It Hands upon the top of a mountain : it has 
fprings of water, and of good foil a fufficiency to 
maintain with its produce four thoufand men. As 
all accefs to the fortrefs is impracticable, he 
might have waited there for the change which 
time might make in his femmes. He was re- 
pulfed.

His affairs This latter piece o f bad fuccefs completed the 
>"ined' ruin of his-party. Plis nobles firft deferted him ;

and they were followed by the private foldiers.
A  thoufand horfe only remained. His fpirits 
funk within him ; his misfortunes oppreffed him ; 
his guilt and folly w'ere always prefent to his 
mind. Sicknefs was added to his other niiferies. 
He was hunted, like a wild bead, from place to 
place. All mankind were his enemies ; and he 
was their foe. Where he thought he could not 
overcome, he fled : he fpread devaftation through 
places where he could prevail. He was, how­
ever, tired of rapine; worn down by contention

and



and hoftility. He wrote letters of compunfKon A.  D .  

to his father. He enlarged on his own g u ilt; j j j5-
he even added, if poffible, to his own wretched- 1034, 
nefs and misfortune. Jehangire was often full of 
affe&ion ; he was always weak. He was (hocked 
at the miferahle condition o f a fon, whom he 
once had loved. His tears fell upon the part of 
Shaw Jehan’s letter which mentioned guilt; and 
his crimes vanilhed from memory.

In the midft of this returning foftnefs, Jehan- H e is par- 

gire was not altogether void of policy, He wrote doned‘ 
to his fon, that if he would give orders to the 
governors of Rhotas, o f Azere, and other places, 
which were fill held out in his name, to deliver 
up their forts ; and fend his three fons, Dara, 
Aurungzebe, and Murad, to court, and at the 
fame time accompany them, he would be forgiven 
for his pad crimes Shaw Jehan embraced the 
offer with joy. He delivered up the forts ; he 
fent his children to Agra. He, however, found vari­
ous pretences for not appearing in perfon at court.
He alleged that he was affiamed to fee a father 
whom he had fo much injured ; but he was aftually 
afraid o f the machinations o f the favourite Sul­
tana. He made excurfions, under a pretence o f 
pleafure, through all parts o f the empire, attend­
ed by five hundred horfe. He was fometimes 
heard o f at Ajmere, fometimes at Tata on the 
Indus; and again, in the Decan. C andahar

In the rebellion o f Shaw Jehan, we loff fight empire. 2 
o f the Perfian invafion, under Shaw Abas. The 
fovereigns of Perfia had long laid claim to the 
city of Candahar. They endeavoured often to 
obtain it by negociation, and often by force.
They had failed in the firft ; and they were not 
fuccefsful in the latter, till the civil diftradions 
o f India furniflred them with an undifturbed op­
portunity o f befieging the place. When the 

V ol. III. O Perfian



a . D. Perfian invafion, happened, Candahar was but 
lightly garrifoned. The place, however, held 

1034. out with vigour, till Shaw Abbas appeared be-*
v---- -— '  fore it in perfon. It furrendered to that monarch ;

and the news o f the misfortune met Ruftum Suf- 
favi at Lahore, as he was on his march to relieve 
the befieged. The Perfians, after the capture of 
Candahar, retreated; and Jehangire, having oc- 
cafion for all his troops to quell domeftic dilturb- 
ances, fat filently down with the lofs. 

ofthe'uf- Shaw Abas had fcarce retreated, when the 
becks. Ufbeck Tartars, encouraged by his fuccefs and 

the civil dilfentions in Hindoftan, invaded the 
province of Ghizni, and took feveral fmall forts. 
When the newrs of this invafion arrived at court, 
Chana-zad, the fon of Mohabet, was fent from 
Cafhmire, with fome troops, to oppofe the invaders. 
This young officer attacked them with vigour on 
all occafions, and, in general, with great fuccefs. 
They were, at length, after an obftinate and 
bloody war, which continued nine months, 
driven out o f the empire. The conqueror pur- 
fued the fugitives, and laid walte a part of their 
country.

i
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C H A P .  V.

Mohabet infavour— Accufed of intended treafon—
Ordered to court— Machinations of his enemies—- 
Indignities offered him— He refolves to feize the 
emperor—He takes him in his tent— Defeats the 
vifier— Condemns the Sultana to death— But par­
dons her—Governs the empire— Attacked by the 
citizens of Cabul— he lays down his power—
Obliged to fly—Sent againfl Shaw Jehan— Death 
of prince Purvez—•His character— Death of 
Chan Chanan.

T H E  valour and abilities o f Mohabet, in con- A . D. 

dueling the war againft Shaw Jehan, raifed fenti- H ig. 

ments of gratitude in the bread of Jehangire. I0 ŝ* 
His fon, Channa Zad, had been lately gratified M ohabet 

with the government o f Cabul ; and others, his in high fa -  

relations and friends, were advanced to lucrative 
and honourable employments. The great victory 
near Benaris confirmed the emperor’s high opinion 
o f Mohabet, and the news o f that important 
event filled him with exceffive joy. His grateful 
feelings for his general rofe in proportion to the 
decreafe of his fears for his throne. Ihefe fenti. 
ments, however, did not long continue. Mo­
habet had a great many enemies : his fovereign 
had but little firmnefs. The abilities ol the

O 2 former



A . I ) .  former had raifed envy ; and n'ature had given to 
!̂ 2s- the latter a difpofition too eafy and pliant, to be 
I0 ŝ- proof againft mifreprefentation. To explain the 

caufes of an event which alinoft transferred the 
empire from the houfe of Timur to other hands, 
we muff look back to fome circumftances prior to 
this period.

Accufedof Chan Chanan, mentioned as the tutor of Pur- 
treafond vez> *n government ° f  Candeilh, had, through 

fome difguft, attached himfelf to the fortunes of 
Shaw jehan, when that prince fucceeded his bro­
ther in the command of the Imperial army in the 
Decan. It was by that lord’s advice, that he 
cut oil Chufero : by his advice he rebelled againft 
his father. He accompanied the prince in his 
expedition to Agra and Delhi ; and, though he 
took no part in the fatigues of the field, he ruled 
in the cabinet. When the affairs of Shaw jehan be­
came defperate, after his retreat to the Decan, he 
advifedhim to fue f or a pardon, through his brother 
Purvez, to whofe temper and character he could 
have been no ftranger. When he arrived in the 
Imperial camp, he found no difpofition in Moha- 
bet to relinquish by terms, the advantages which 
had been obtained by the fword. Having failed 
in his endeavours for the prince, he applied 
for himfelf. Mobabet was (hocked at this reite­
ration of treachery; and he perfuad d Purvez 
to throw him and his family into prifon. The 
latter were fent, under an cfcort, to Agra ; he 
himfelf was detained, in clofe confinement, in 
the camp, anti Ms eflate was confifcated by an 
imperial edict.

The After the decifive battle near Benarls, the pro-
the'accu-̂  V!'nce ° f  Bengal, which had been reduced by 
fation. Shaw jehan, fell at once into the hands of the 

conquerors. Purvez, who had a commiffion 
from his father to govern the caiiern provinces,

conferred

/



conferred the fubafhip o f Bengal upon Mohabet, a . d . 

who fent his fon Channa Zad, lately arrived in 
the army, to manage his government in his ,03j. 
own abfence. Dara, the fon of Chan Chanan, 
had been made fuba o f Bengal, by Shaw Jehan.
That young lord was feized by the people, and 
delivered into the hands of Channa Zad, as foon 
as he arrived at the capital o f the province. He 
immediately fent Dara to his father ; who, having 
informed the emperor of that circumftance, re­
ceived orders to put him to death, as an obftinate 
rebel. Mohabet obeyed, and fent the unfortunate 
fuba’s head to Agra. '

Chan Chanan, though confined in the camp of His ene- 
Purvez, found means, by letters, to infinuate 
himfelf into the good graces of the Sultana, and 
her brother the vifier. The two laft had been 
long the enemies of Mohabet; and the former 
imputed the death o f his fon to that lord, and 
was refoived to revenge the injury. He wrote to 
the Sultana : he fent letters to Afiph. He in­
formed them that Mohabet was forming defigns 
to raife Purvez to the throne. This was carried 
to the emperor’s ears. He ordered Chan Chanan 
to be releafed ; and that Gmrah, who remained 
with Purvez, accufed Mohabet, by letters to the 
emperor, of intended treafon.

Jehangire, naturally fufpicious, was alarmed. T h e  em - 

The fpirit of jealoufy and diftrult took pofledion ^"°4ed. 
of his mind. He forgot the fervices of Mohabet 
in his own fears. He ordered him to court ; and 
raifed Chan Jehan Lodi from the government of 
Guzerat to the command of the army under 
Purvez. Mohabet, before the emperor’s orders 
arrived, had fet out with Purvez, for Bengal.
He had been guilty o f a negleft, which gave 
colour to the accufations o f his enemies. The 
elephants taken in battle are Imperial property.

Thefe



A. D. Thefe he had retained, together with the prefents 
which his fon Channa Zad had received in re- 

1035'. fettling the province. A  fecond peremptory order 
——/ was fent to him. He was acquainted, that he 

was appointed to the fubalhip of Punjab; but 
that the emperor deprived him of Lahore, which 
had been ufually annexed to that government. 
H e was thunderftruck at the fudden change in 
the emperor’s mind. He refolved to obey. He 
went to take his leave of Purvez. The prince 
was cold and ftately; and feemed to forget his 
friend in the difpleafure of his father.

M o b a b et Senfible of his own abilities, confcious o f his 
mantled to honour, elevated by his reputation in war, Mo- 
oom-t. habet was difgufted, beyond meafure, at this re­

turn for his fervices. He refolved to retire to his 
caftle of Rintimpour : but an order arrived to de­
liver that fortrefs into the hands of one o f the Sul­
tana’s creatures. This latter circumflance con­
firmed what his friends at court had written to 
him before, that his life was in danger, fliould 
he truft himfelf in the Imperial prefence. He 
wrote to Jehangire. He expreffed his aflonifh- 
ment at his difpleafure. He declared his perfect 
confidence in the honour of his prince’; but he 
expreffed his well-grounded diftruft of his advifers. 
The letter produced nothing but an order for his 
immediate appearance at court. To refufe was 
to rebel. He wrote again to the emperor. “  I 
will,”  fays he, “  ferve my fovereign with my life 
againft his enemies, but I will not expofe it to the 
malice of his friends. AfiTure me of fafety, and 
I will clear myfelf in the prefence.”  Jehangire, 
upon receiving this letter, was enraged. Pie dii- 
patched a courier, with his lafl commands for 
liis appearance. He at length refolved to obey. 
Five thoufand Rajaputs, in the Imperial pay, 
from an affeftion for their general, offered him 
----- - * , their



their fervice to conduct him to court.------? A.D.
Efcorted by thefe, he took the rout of Lahore, 
where the emperor, at the time, refided. 1035.

On the eighteenth o f April 1626, Jehangire 
fet out from Lahore toward Cabul. News was ‘ e ° 
brought to the Imperial camp that Mohabet had 
fent before him the elephants taken at the battle 
o f Benaris -, and that he himfelf followed, with 
a retinue of five thoufand Rajaputs. The Sulta­
na and the vifier were ftruck with a double ter­
ror. They were afraid of a reconciliation : they 
were afraid of his force. They perfuaded the 
emperor not to admit him into the camp. W hen, 
therefore, he arrived near the tents, he was or­
dered to flop, till he accounted for the revenues 
of Bengal, and the plunder taken at the battle 
of Benaris. Mohabet was enraged: he dif- 
patched his fon-in-law to the emperor, to com­
plain of an indignity fo unworthy of his fidelity 
and fervices. He could not have chofen a worfe 
meffenger. The emperor had been much offend­
ed with Mohabet, for giving his daughter in mar­
riage without his content; and he had refolved 
to be revenged. W hen, therefore, the young 
lord alighted from his elephant in the Imperial 
fquare, he was fuddenly feized ; he was ftript of 
his clothes, covered with rags, baftinadoed, and 
fent out of the camp riding backward on a forry 
jade, amid the fhouts o f the whole army.

The intelligence o f this grofs affront came to H is m ef- 

Mohabetv before the difhonoured youth appeared.
He bore it with feeming patience. He was fhock- affronted, 

ed at the weaknefs o f the emperor, which had 
yielded fo much to the malice of a vindictive wo­
man. He feparated, by degrees, his retinue 
from the camp. He found he could not trull 
himfelf in the hands o f his enemies; and he took 
at once a bold refolution. The emperor was on

4 his



h*8 march to Cabul, and he refolved to watch his 
H ig . motions. He hovered, during the night, round 

, fkirts of the camp ; and the morning prefented
‘ a favourable opportunity for the execution of his 

fcheme.
He fuf- When Mohabet arrived, the Imperial army lay 
emperor encan*ped on the banks of, the Behat or Gelum, 
in h is te n r ,  at the end of the bridge, on the high-road which 

led to Cabul. Ih e  advanced guard began to 
move over the bridge in the morning, and was 
gradually, followed by the other troops. The em­
peror remained in the old camp. He was not in 
an enemy s country, and he ufed no precautions. 
When the greateft part of the army had palled, 
Mohabet fuddenly advanced with his faithful Ra- 
japuts. He feized the bridge, and fet it on fire; 
leaving two thoufand of his men under the com­
mand of his fon, to defend the flames, and to 
flop the return of the enemy. Having made this 
difpofition, he rode with great fpeed to the Impe­
rial fquare. He was firft obferved by the officers 
of the houfehold,  ̂ palling by the haram in Teem­
ing diforder. His countenance was pale, but de­
termined. They were alarmed; and he rufhed 
forward to the emperor’s tent, 

akes h im  I he writer of the Acbal Narnma, who was then 
lord of the wardrobe, fufpefting that Mohabet 
meant to aflaflinate the emperor, drew his fword, 
and followed him with great fpeed. The Omrahs 
in waiting did the fame. When they had ad­
vanced to the Imperial tent, they found Mohabet 
furrounded by five hundred Rajaputs on foot, 
Handing at the door, with fwords by their fides 
and pikes in their hands. The lords were imme­
diately feized and difarmed. The emperor, hear­
ing the noife and confufion without, cut his way 
through the fcreens, and entered the bathing-tent, 
which was behind his fleeping apartment. Mo­

habet



habet alighted and entered ; not finding the em- a . d . 

peror, he preffed forward with forty Rajaputs, ]̂ ?6- 
to the bathing-tent. Some of the Imperial guards ,035' 
Hood at the door. The officer who commanded 
them, fternly afked Mohabet, Why he prefumed 
to intrude on the emperor’ s privacy ? He anfwered 
him, by putting his hand upon his fword and 
frowning upon him, with a determined counte­
nance. A panic feized the guards. They made 
way for him to pafs. In the outer apartment of 
the bathing tent, /food many Omrahs o f high 
rank. They drew their fwords; but the Raja­
puts furrounding them, they thought proper to 
deliver up their arms.

The news of this infult was carried to the em- pnfoner. 
peror by iome of the women who attended him 
in the inner tent. He feized his fword, and was 
about to affault Mohabet, when he faw his guards 
and nobles difarmed. He dropt his point; and 
faid, “  What doft thou mean, Mohabet Chan ?”  
JMohabet touching the ground and then his fore­
head with his hand, thus replied: “  Forced by 
the machinations of my enemies, who plot again/t 
my life, I throw myfelf under the protection o f 
my fovereign.” — “  You are fafe,” — anfwered 
the emperor; “  but what would thefe, who 
/land armed behind you ?” — “  They want full 
fecurity,”  rejoined Mohabet, “  for me and my 
“  fam ily; and without it, they will not retire.”
“  — I underhand you,”  faid Jehangire: “  name 
your terms, and they fhall be granted. But you 
do me an inju/fice, Mohabet; I did not plot 
againlt your life. I knew your fervices, though 
I was offended at your feeming difobedience to 
my commands. Be affured o f my protection:
I /hall forget the conduct W'hich neceflity has im- 
pofed upon you.”

M-ohabet,



A .  D . Mohabet, without naming his conditions, ob- 
i626. ferve(j to the emperor, that it was now time to 
103j. take his daily amufement of hunting. Without 

v-— t waiting for a reply, he ordered his own horfe to
and c a r- be brought. Jehangire declined mounting him: 
rres him Mohabet feemed not to lilten. “  Then, Moha­

bet Chan,”  laid the emperor, “  if  Hill I have a 
horfe of my own, I will mount him.”  One was 
brought him. They rode flowly away together, 
furrounded by the Rajaputs. When they had ad­
vanced beyond the fkirts of the camp, Mohabet 
obferved to the emperor, That it would be pru­
dent for him to mount an elephant, to avoid any 
accident that might happen in the confufion 
which was likely to enfue. Jehangire had now 
no will of his own. He mounted the elephant; 
and three Rajaputs, under a pretence of defend­
ing him, mounted by his fide, 

to H s own The emperor had fcarce placed himfelf on the 
camp. elephant, when Muckirrib Chan, one of the 

officers of ftate, preffing through the Rajaputs, 
climbed up the elephant’s fide, and fat down by 
his fovereign. He was threatened by the Raja­
puts. He was obftinate, and would not ifir. 
One fiightly cut him on the forehead with his 
fabre ; but he was not to be moved. They had 
now proceeded near a mile from the camp, when 
fonre of the officers of the houfehold, mounted 
upon elephants, came up, and placed themfelves 
on the road before the emperor. Mohabe't or­
dered them to clear the way : they refufed, and 
were cut to pieces. He then continued his rout, 
without further obftiu&ion, to his own camp. 
The emperor was brought to his tent: and all 
fpeftator's being removed, Mohabet explained 
himfelf to him, protefting, that he had formed 
no defigns neither againlt his life nor his power.

“  But,”



“  But,”  concluded he fternly, “  I am deter- A.jo.
mined to be fafe.”  _ . Big.

Aliph, the yifier, had eroded the bridge m the 
morning with the Imperial army. I he Suitana, 
when Mohabet was bufy in fecuring the perfon ©g»* 
of the emperor, made her efcape to her brother. Qian.
He confidered, that nothing was done, fo long 
as that haughty woman remained out of his power.
He refolved to profgcute his plan, with the fame 
refolute boldnefs with which it vyas begun. Ire 
returned with the emperor to his former camp, 
on the bank of the Gelum. Sujait L.han, an 
Omrah of high reputation, had arrived that in- 
ftant to join the Imperial army. He knew the 
fituation of affairs; and loudly inveighed, in the 
prefence of the Rajaputs, againft Mohabet.  ̂ That 
lord was at once enraged and alarmed. He or­
dered his troops to fall upon Sujait and his reti­
nue, and every man of them was put to the 
fword. The other Omrahs, who had hitherto 
hovered round, ftruck with the fate of Sujait, 
fled acrofs the river, and joined the Imperial
n  r T T i  y

Noor-Jehan was the meffenger of the difafter, The^fier 
which befel the emperor, to her brother Afiph. mines to 
He immediately called the Omrahs together: re ^ th , 
and the Sultana vehemently accufed thofe who 
had been left with Jehangire, of negligence and 
cowardice. A  debate aroie about the belt rne 
thod of refeuing their fovereign out of the hands 
of Mohabet. The meafure was full of peril; but 
it mult be taken. They agreed to affembie their 
forces by the dawn o f next morning; and to en­
deavour to repafs the river againft the rebel. Hhe 
emperor was apprized of their intentions, lie  
began to fear for his life. Repeated meflages 
were fent to the vifler to defift from his purpofe ; 
but that minifter did not think himfelf obliged to

obey



A. D. obey the com m ands o f an imprifoned m onarch, 
who was under the influence o f the m an who had 

rojj. feized his perfon.
'---------/ Afiph begun his march with day. When he
But is de- came to the bridge, he found it burnt down, 
feated He ref0Jvecj to ford the river ; but the water was 

fo deep, that many were drowned. Thofe who 
gained the further fhore, had to fight the enemy 
at a inanifeft difadvantage. They were cut off 
as fa ft as they afcended the bank. A  fucceflion 
of vi&ims came to the fwords of the Rajaputs. 
The addon continued for fome hours. The rear 
o f the Imperialifts prefling into the river, pre­
vented the front from retreating. The Sultana 
was not a tame fpecfator on the occafton. Mount­
ed on an elephant, file plunged into the ftream 
with her daughter by her fide. The young lady 
was wounded in the arm: but her mother preffed 
forward. 1  hree of her elephant drivers were 
fucceflively killed ; and the elephant received three 
wounds on the trunk. Noor-Jehan, in the mean 
time, emptied four quivers of arrows on the 
enemy. The Rajaputs prefled into the ftream to 
feize her ; but the mafter of her houfehold, mount­
ing the elephant, turned him away, and carried 
her out of the river, notwithftanding her threats 
and commands.

wftFi great Whilft thefe things happen in the river, Fidai 
fUughter, Chan and Abul Haflen, with fome other gallant 

nobles, forming a fquadron of gentlemen in the 
rear of the Imperialifts, plunged into the river, 
and gained the oppofite Ihore. The fhock be­
tween them and the Rajaputs was violent. The 
latter gave way, and fled toward the tents of the 
prince Shariar, where the emperor remained un­
der a guard. They ftopt, and the adfion became 
bloody. The arrows and {hot piercing through 
the tents, the emperor was in imminent danger:

but



but Muchlis Chan, who flood near him, covered a . d . 

him with fhields. In the mean time, Mohabet 
re-eftablifhed the ranks o f the fugitives behind ,035". 
the tents. He turned them, and fell upon the ''-—t— 
flank o f the Imperiaiifls. Vi her Bee, Attalia,
and feveral gallant lords, were killed : Fidai was 
covered with wounds. The fpirit of his followers 
began to fink. Mohabet preffed hard upon them ; 
and at length they fled. The field was covered 
with dead bodies; and a complete victory re­
mained to the Rajaputs.

The runaways, gaining the oppofite fide o f the and taken 
river, found their troops diminifhed and com- Pnfoner- 
pletely ruined. They gave up all thoughts of 
further refiftance: each fled to his own home.
The army, in the fpace o f a few hours, was dif- 
fipated. Afiph fled to his eflate; and (hut him- 
felf up, with five hundred men, in the caftle of 
New Rhotas, on the Attoc. The Sultana found 
means to efcape to Lahore. Mohabet difpatched 
a meffenger to Afiph, with affurances of fafety, 
fhould he return to the camp. The vifier would 
not trull hitnfelf in his hands. Meer Berwir, the 
fon o f Mohabet, with a detachment befieged the 
fort o f Rhotas. Afiph was foon reduced to dif- The Sul- 
trefs ; and, on the arrival of Mohabet before the ^j’a fe!S~ 
place, that lord, with his fon Abu Talib, fur- 
rendered at diferetion. Noor-Jehan had fcarce 
returned to Lahore, when fire received letters 
from the emperor. He acquainted her, that he 
was treated with refpeft by Mohabet; and that 
matters were amicably fettled between them. He 
conjured her, therefore, as fhe regarded his 
peace and fafety, to lay afide all thoughts o f hof- 
tile preparations. He concluded, with command­
ing her to follow him to Cabul, whither, of his 
own free choice, he then direfted his march. 
Noor-Jehan did not long hefitate. She fet out

from



A .  D . from Lahore, and foon came up with her lord.
1626. when Ihe arrived, troops were fent out by Mo- 

habet, by way of doing her honour. But they 
were her keepers, and not her guards. They 
furrounded her tent, and watched all her mo­
tions.

Condem n- Mohabet, who carried every thing before him 
ed to in the prefence, accufed her publicly of treafon.
death. j j e afgrmecj5 that fhe had confpired again!! the

emperor, by eftrangmg from him the hearts of 
his fubjecls: that the molt cruel and unwarrant­
able aftions had been done, by her capricious or­
ders, in every corner of the empire: that her 
haughtinefs was the fource of public calamities, 
her malignity the ruin of many individuals: that 
fhe had even extended her views to the empire, 
by favouring the fucceffion of Shariar to the 
throne, under whofe feeble adminiftration fne 
hoped to govern Tndia at pleafure. He therefore 
infilled that a public example fhould be made of 
fo wicked a woman ; as a fign to mankind, that 
crimes in the moll exalted perfons ought to meet 
with no more favour, than iniquities in the mean 
and low. “  You, who are emperor of the Mo­
guls!”  faid Mohabet, addreffing himfelf to Jehan- 
gire, “  whom we look upon as fomething more 
than human, ought to follow the example of 
God, who has no relpect for perfons.”

Saved at Jehangire was too well acquainted with his 
cf^heeai-fituatiqn to contradiH Mohabet. He owned the 
peror. juflice of the accufation, and he figned a warrant 

for. her death. Being excluded from his prefence, 
her charms had loll their irrefiftible influence over 
him ; and when his paffions did not thwart the 
natural bias of his mind, he was always juft. 
The dreadful meffage w'as delivered to the Sultana. 
She heard it without emotion, “  Imprifoned 
fovereigns,”  faid Ihe, “  lofe their right to life

with



■with their freedom ;  but permit me for once to A .  n .  

fee the emperor, and to bathe with my tears the 
hand that has fixed the feal to the warrant of 1035. 
death.”  She was brought before her hufband, J
in the prefence of Mohabet. Her beauty fhone 
with additional luftre through her forrow. She 
uttered not one word. Jehangire burll into tears.
“  W ill you not fpare this woman, Mohabet ?”  
faid the emperor ; “  you fee how fhe weeps.” —
“  The emperor of the Moguls,”  replied Moha­
bet, “  fhould never afk in vain.”  The guards 
retired from her, at a wave of his hand ; and fne 
was reftored that inftant to her former at­
tendants.

The friends of Mohabet difapproved of his ge- March to 
nerofity, and he had caufe to repent of it him- Cabui. 

felf. The Sultana lived not to thank her for- 
giver, but to revenge herfelf. The Imperial 
camp moved to Cabul. Mohabet, without ap­
pearing to command, directed every thing at 
court. The emperor implicitly followed his ad­
vice ; and he even feemed to harbour no refent- 
ment againft him for the pad. He had long 
known bis abilities ; he was now convinced of his 
integrity and generofity. Naturally fond of indo­
lence and pleafure himfelf, he could not wiflr to 
have left the affairs of the date in better hands.
The attention paid him by Mohabet, eradicated 
every idea of bondage : and the weight which his 
edifts carried, from their precifion and vvifdom, 
reconciled his fituation to his pride, by the obe­
dience which was paid to them over all the 
empire.

Six months had paiTed in Cabul in an apparent D .figns o f  

harmony between the monarch and his minider. 'aYgalntl ' 
The bufy fpirit of Noor-Jehan was, in the mean Mohabet 

time, hatching mifchief. She concealed her 
fchemes fo effectually, that they efcaped the pene­

trating



A. D. (rating eyes of Mohabet. The emperor refided 
^ 6- in his palace at Cahul: the minifter lay every 
jô '. night in the camp of his Rajaputs, without the

,----- wails. When he came one morning to pay his
refpe&s at court with his retinue, the citizens, 

- at the in (ligation of the Sultana, attacked him 
from both ends o f a narrow ftreet. Some, ported 
in windows on either fide, fired upon him with 
mufquets1. He turned back, and forced his way 
to his camp. He arrived among the Rajaputs 
unhurt : his followers were all either wounded 
or flain. The citizens did not reft here. They 
fell upon the guards, which he had placed round 
the emperor •, and put five hundred to the fword. 

defeated. Mohabet, enraged at the perfidy of the Cabu- 
lians, prepared to take ample revenge. He block­
ed up the city, with his army. The maflacre 
within was difeontinued. Fear fucceeded to 
rage. The principal inhabitants, laying the 
whole blame upon the rabble, came out in the 
moll fuppliant manner to Mohabet, Jehangire, 
who difclaimed all knowledge of the tumult, in­
terceded for them ; and the enraged minifter fpared 
the city, after having punifhed the moft noto­
rious ringleaders of the infurgents. He, how­
ever, declared, that he would never enter the 
perfidious city o f Cabul : he gave directions to 
the emperor lo quit it the next day, and, having 
made the neceffary preparations, the Imperial 
camp moved in a few days toward Lahore. 

Mohabet On the way to Lahore, Mohabet took a fudden 
povfe'S hlS refolution to throw' up his power. He bad no 

intentions himfelf upon the empire ; and he had 
triumphed over his enemies, and ferved his 
friends. He exacted, and obtained from Jehan­
gire, the moft folemn promifesof oblivion for the 
paft; and he reftored that prince to all his for­
mer confequence and power. He promifed to

affift
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aflift him with his advice ; and to fhew his iince- a . d. 
rity, he difmiffed the greateft part of his guards 
and attendants. This conduQ: was noble; but 1035'. 
he had gone too far to retreat. Gratitude is not '——v— 
fo ftrong a paffion as revenge. The weak forget 
favours ; but the haughty never forget indignities.
The Sultana kept frefh in her memory her dif- 
grace; (he remembered her danger from Moha­
bet. She applied to Jehangirefor his immedi­
ate death. She urged fpecious arguments to 
ftrengthen her- requefl. “  A man,”  faid fhe,
“  who is fo daring as to feize the perfon of his 
fovereign, is a dangerous fubject. The luftre of 
royalty muft be diminifhed, continued the Sultana, 
in the eyes of the people, whilft he who pulled 
his prince from the throne, is permitted to 
kneel before it with feigned allegiance.”  Jehan- 
gire was fhocked at her propofal. He command­
ed her to be filent.

She was filent, but fhe did not drop herdefign. H e is _ 
She refolved to take off" by private treachery the gyhged t0 
man whom lhe failed to bring to a public death.
She contrived to place one of her eunuchs behind 
the curtain, with orders to lhoot Mohabet, when 
he fhould next come to pay his refpe&s in the 
prefence. Jehangire overheard her commands to 
the flave. He acquainted Mohabet with the fnare 
laid for his life ; infinuating that his power was 
not fufficient to proteft him from private treache­
ry, though he was refolved to fave him from pub­
lic difgrace. Mohabet was alarmed. Heefcaped 
from the camp. The army lay that day on the 
banks of the Gelum, in the very fpot where 
the emperor had feven months before been feized. 
Mohabet, after having the whole power of the 
empire in his hands, was obliged to fly from that 
very place, without a fir.gle attendant. He carried 

V o l . III. P  nothing



A. D. nothing with him but his life : his wealth. was 
'f?5- left in the Imperial camp, and became the pro- 
*035'., perty of Noor-Jehan. His flight had fcarce be- 
"“v— J  come public, when an ediCt was iflfued by the 

Sultana’s procurement, to all the governors of 
provinces to make diligent fearch for him. He 
was declared a rebel, and a reward was put upon 
his head.

His con- Afiph difapproved of his fifter’ s violence. He 
ference jcnew tpe fxierit o f Mohabet; he was not forget­

ful of his kindnefs to himfelf, when under his 
power. He was tired, befides, of the weaknefs 
of Jehangire, and of the Sultana’ s tyranny. He, 
however, obferved a cautious filence. His power 
depended upon his filter; and Ihe was haughty 
as well as vindictive. Mohabet flew from place 
to place. He took, at firft, the route of T atta; 
but the unfortunate have enemies every where. 
The boldnefs, which had lately raifed him to the 
fummit of power, forfook him not in his diflrefs. 
He mounted his horfe ; and rode folitary near 
four hundred miles, to throw himfelf into the con- 
verfation of Afiph. That minifter, at the time, 
was in the Imperial camp at Karnal, on the road 
between Lahore and Delhi. Mohabet, in a mean 
habit, entered the camp when it .was dark ; and 
about nine o’clock placed himfelf in the palfage, 
which led from the apartments of Afiph to the 
II at am. Ihe eunuch, who flood at the door, 
queftioned Mohabet. He knew that lord by his 
voice ; but he allured him of his fidelity. Mo­
habet told him, that he wilhed to Ipeak to his 
lord on affairs or the laft moment. The vifier 
came.

with Afiph When Afiph faw the low condbion into which 
he, who lately commanded the cm tre, was fallen, 
he could fcarce refrain from rears. He took him 
in his arms : they retired in filence fo a iecret 
place. Mohabet, after mentioning ihe in&rati-

tude



fade o f Noor-Jehan, complained of the imbecility A. D. 
of the emperor, and plainly told the vifier, that, \^6' 
low as he was reduced, he was determined to 1035. 
raife up another fovereign in India. “  Purvez,”  — '
continued Mohabet, “  is a virtuous man, and 
my friend* But he is eafy and pliant; and we 
mu ft- not change one weak prince for another.
1 know the merit of Shaw jeh an ; I have fought 
againft him ; and when I conquered, I gained 
not a victory, but my own life. He faits the 
times. He is ambitious, and fometimes fe ere; 
but he will aggrandize the empire abroad , and 
add vigour and precifion to the laws at home.”
~ A fip h  was overjoyed at this declaration. He 
was connected in friendfhip as well as in affinity 
with Shaw Jehan. “  Y ou  muff go hence with 
fpeed,”  faid Afiph; “  and I will endeavour to 
procure your pardon. The emperor, who is not 
averfe to you, will liften to my requelt; efpe- 
cially as Shaw Jehan, with whom you alone are 
able to cope in the field, is in arms. I.fhall pro. 
cure for you an army, w-hich you (hall ufe as the 
circumftances of the time will demand.”

The two Omrahs, having fworn fidelity to one in favour 

another, parted. Mohabet, mounting his horfe, W 
dived into the night: Afiph went into the pre­
fence. The emperor was much alarmed at the 
news from the Decan, that his rebellious fon 
had collected an army. He regretted the lofs 
of Mohabet, and Afiph took that opportunity 
of fuing for his pardon. The emperor, in the 
warmth of his zeal againft his fon, ordered an 
edict of indemnity to be forthwith iifued, which 
reftored Mohabet to his honours and eftates. A  
commiffion was given him to command the arinv 
againft Shaw Jehan ; and the ceremony of giving 
thanks in the prefence, was difpemed with in his 
favour, as he could not truft his life to the mercy 
of Noor-Jehan.

P 2- An



A n. An event, however, happened, which ren- 
dered thefe preparations againfl Sbaw Jehan un- 

1035 neceffary. That prince defifted from his new 
~/ enterprize without the interpofition o f force. 

Death o f  When Mohabet carried all before him at court, 
tuim ' his friend and pupil, the prince Purvez, remained 

at the head of the army, and commanded all 
the eaflern and fouthern provinces in great tran­
quillity. He took no notice of his father’s con­
finement; and he ufed no means for his releafe- 
ment. He knew that Mohabet had no defigns 
upon the empire; and he was rather pleafed, 
with a check upon the emperor, which might 
prove an excufe to himfelf, from being bound by 
his commands. In the midft of the infenfibility 
and tranquillity o f Purvez, he was feized- by an 
apoplexy, which carried him off in the thirty-eighth 
year of his age.

tH c*erh a"  Sultan Purvez was one of thofe harmlefs men 
that pafs without either envy or fame through 
life. Deftitute o f thofe violent paffions which 
agitate the animated and ambitious, he was ne­
ver completely happy, nor thoroughly miferable. 
Eafe was his only comfort; toil his foie averfion. 
Though battles were gained in his name, he was 
rather an incumbrance to an army, than the 
fpring which fhould move the whole. Without 
ambition to command, he thought it no indig­
nity to obey. He approved of the counfel of 
others, without ever propofing his own. He 
was in fhort an ufeful engine in the hands o f an 
able general. There was a kind of comity in his 
manner, which commanded refpecl, where he 
impreffed no awe ; and even men who knew his 
weaknefs, liffened with attention to his com­
mands. His conflitution was feeble and lethar­
gic ; his life a perpetual {lumber. Had he lived, 
he was deftined for the throne; and, as he had

no
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no paflions to gratify, the happinefs or raifery of a . t>. 
his reign would depend on' thofe whom chance |?.a6- 
might place around him. His death was regret- io3gs'. 
ted, more, perhaps, than that of an abler man 
might have been. He never committed injuries, 
and mankind gave him credit for benevolence.
Mohabet mourned him as a good natured friend ; 
Jehangire as a dutiful fon. The contrail which 
the character of his brother prefented, juftified 
the fentiments of both.

When Mohabet fled, Noor-Jehan governed Affairs at 

the empire without controul. While yet be held ; n he De- 

the reins of government, he had fent orders to can. 

his fon Channa-Zad, Suba of Bengal, to fend 
him the furplus of the revenues of that country. 
Twenty-two lacks, under an efcort, were advanced 
as far as Delhi, when the flight of Mohabet hap­
pened ; and the fame meflenger, who brought 
the news of the treafure to the emperor, brought 
him alfo intelligence of the death of Purvez. Je ­
hangire was affedled, beyond meafure, at the lofs 
o f his fon : he never had difobeyed his commands, 
and his manner was naturally engaging and pleaf- 
ing.— The command of the army devolved upon 
Chan Jehan Lodi. He was ordered to fend his 
family to court as hoflages for his faith.— An un­
expended war furnilhed a field for the abilities of 
Lodi. The Nizam raifed difturbances; but he 
was reduced, without battle, to terms.

Chan Chanan, who, after his releafe from■ con- J?*athc°f 
finement, had remained with Purvez in the camp, 
did not long furvive that prince. He attained to 
the feventy-fecond year o f his age ; and, though 
in his latter days he was accufed of treachery, he 
had covered the former part of his life with re­
nown. He performed many memorable actions, 
under the emperor Akbar. He reduced the 
Kingdom of Guzerat; he defeated with twenty

thoufand
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a . D. thoufand horfe, an army of feventy thoufand, un- 
R i f . '  der the confederate princes of the Decan. He 
1035. was a fcholar, as well as a foldier. He was the 

V""v moft learned man of his time: fhrewd in politics, 
eloquent to a proverb. He tranflated the com­
mentaries of the emperor Baber into the Perfic, 
from the Mogul language. He underftood the 
Arabic, the Pehlvi, and all the dialefts o f India. 
He was alfo a good poet, and many of his pieces 
have come down to our time. In abilities he 
yielded not to his father, the famous Byram ; 
though he poffeffed not his integrity and unfullied 
virtue.

♦
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J E H A N G I R E ,

C H A'P. VI.

Schemes of Mohabet and Afiph— Death of the empe­
ror— His character— Anecdotes of his private 
life— H/'s religion— His violence— Severe jujiice—  
and humanity— The fon of prince Chufero raifed 
to the throne— Defeat of Shari r— Shaw fe h  n 
marches from, the Decan— T oung emperor depofed, 
and murdered—-Children of Jehangire State 
of Perfia.

JV X o H A B E T , after his conference with Afiph, A. D 
made the belt of his way to the dominions o f the 
Rana, He had been recommended by letters 1037. 
from the vifier, to that prince ; and he was re- 
ceived with extraordinary marks of diftindion. | j ^ ees£°f 
A  circumftance, omitted in its place, will con­
tribute to throw light on the fequel. A  corref- 
pondence, by writing, between Mohabet and 
Afiph would be a meafure full of peril to both.
They had refolved to feize upon the accidents 
that might arife in the courfe of time, for the 
fervice ol Shaw Jehan. The vifier was to be the 
judge, as having the bell accefs to know the pe­
riod fit for their purpofe, from his refidence at 
court and intimate knowledge of its affairs. Mo­
habet left a ring in his hands, which, when it

fhould
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a . n. fhould be fent, was the fignal for him to efpoufe 
t i -v.’ openly the interefts o f the prince.
1057. The edift of indemnity to Mohabet had fcarce 

y been promulgated, when that lord underftood 
Death «f from court, that the emperor began to decline vi- 
ror.eu ')e" liblv in his health. The profpefl: o f his ap­

proaching diffolution rendered it unneceffary to 
wretf from him by force a fcepter which he tvas 
foon to refign to death. Mohabet remained quiet 
with the Rana ; who, holding a friendly corre- 
fpondence with Shaw Jehan, took an opportunity 
o f informing that princ<J, that his noble guelt 
was no enemy to his caufe. Jehangire had, for 
feven years, been troubled with a flight afthma. 
His diforder encreafed toward the end of the 
preceding year ; and he refolved to make a pro- 
grefs to Cafhmire, for the benefit of the air. The 
autumn proved very fevere in that elevated coun­
try. He was feized with a violent cold, which 

. fell upon his lungs. The fharpnefs and purity of 
-t. 27th. tj1£ ajr renc|ere(j p;s breathing difficult He com­

plained of a kind o f fuffocation ; and became im­
patient under his . diforder. He commanded the 
camp to move, with flow marches, toward Lahore. 
He was carried in a litter as far as the town of 
Mutti, which ftands about half way on the road 
from Caflnmre. A t Mutti his difficulty of breath­
ing inereafed. He was growing worfe every 
day, and the army halted. On the ninth of No­
vember, of the .year 1.627, he expired ; and hav­
ing lived fifty-eight and reigned twenty-two lunar 
years and eight months.

cha- .  ̂ Jehangire was neither vicious nor virtuous in 
toe extreme. His bad actions proceeded from 
pailion ; and hid good frequently from whim, 
violent in his meafures without cruelty, merciful 
withou# feeling, proud without dignity, and ge­

nerous



nerous without acquiring friends. A (lave to his a . D . 

pleafures, yet a lover o f bufinefs ; deftitute o f 'jjj27- 
all religion, yet full o f fuperitition and vain 1037’. 

fears. Firm  in nothing but in the invariable ri- 
gour o f his juftice, he was changeable in his opi­
nions, and often the dupe o f thofe whom he 
defpifed. Sometimes calm, winning, and bene­
volent, he gained the affeftions of thofe who 
knew him not; at other times, morofe, captious, 
referved, he became terrible to thofe in whom 
he mold confided. In public, he was familiar, 
complaifant, and eafy to a l l ; he made no diftinc- 
tion between high and low ; he heard, with pa­
tience, the complaints o f the meaneft of his fub- 
jedts ; and greatnefs was never a fecurity againffc 
his juftice : in private, he was thoughtful, 
cold, and filent; and he often clothed his coun­
tenance with fuch terror, that Afiph jah frequent­
ly fled from his prefence, and the Sultana, in the 
plenitude of her influence over him, was known 
to approach him on trembling knees. His affec­
tion for his children bordered on weaknefs.
He was as forgetful o f injuries as he was o f fa­
vours. In war he had no abilities ; he was fond 
o f peace and tranquillity ; and rather a lover 
than an encourager o f the arts of civil life. N a­
turally averfe to tyranny and opprefiion, property 
was fecure under his adminiftration : he had no 
■ avarice himfelf to render him unjuft, and he was 
the determined and implacable enemy of extortion 
in others. He was a man of fcience and literary 
abilities ; and the memoirs of hts life, which he 
penned himfelf, 4 ° him more honour as a good 
writer, than the matter, as a great monarch.
Upon the whole, Jehangire, though not a fault- 
lefs man, was far from bring a bad prince : he 
had an inclination to be virtuous, and his errors

proceeded



A . n .  proceeded from a defeft more than from a de- 
'nVr‘ pravity of fo u l: His mother was thought to have 
1037'. introduced a tiri&ure of madnefs into his blood ;

-----and an immoderate ufe of wine and opium render­
ed fometimes frantic a mind naturally inflamed.

Ht pri- Though Jehangire was often ferious and diftant 
'"nd Iife • anlong his domeftics, he was fond o f throvving 

°p,nI' off the character of the emperor, and of enjoy­
ing freely the converfation of his fubjetls, He 
often difappeared in the evening from the palace, 
and dived into obfeure punch-houfes, to pals 
fome hours in drinking and talking with the 
lower fort. He had no enemies, and he was un­
der no apprehenfions concerning the fafety of 
his perfon. Being in the hall of audience, ac- 
ceffible to all ranks of men, after the perform­
ance of tire ufual ceremonies, he was often 
known in his no&urnal excurfions. But the peo­
ple loved his familiar opennefs, and did not by 
rudenefs abufe the trull repofed in them by 
their prince. He often defired his companions 
at the bowl to alk no favours of him, left S e l im , 
in his cups, might promife what J e h a n g i r e , in 
his fober fenfes, would not chufe to perform. 
When the liquor began to inflame him, he was 
rather mad than intoxicated. He flew from one 
extreme of paffion to another ; this moment joy­
ful, the next melancholy and drowned in tears. 
When in this fituation, he was fond of arguing 
upon abftrufe fubje&s. Religion was his favourite 
topic. He fometimes praifed the Mahommedan 
faith, fometimes that of the Chriftians ; he was 
now a follower o f Zoroafter, and now o f Brah­
ma. In the midft of thefe devout profeffions, 
he would, fometimes, as if  ftarting from a dream, 
exclaim, That the prophets of all nations were 
impoftors ; and that he himfelf, Ihould his indo­
lence permit him, could form a better fyftem of

religion
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religion than any they had impofed on the world, a . d . 

When he was fober, he was diverted of every 
idea of religon, having been brought up a Deifi 1037. 
under the tuition of his father Akbar.

The variety of opinions, on the fubjed of of
religion, which prevailed in India, occafioned f„ga new 
great uneafinefs both to Jehangire and his father faiih. 
Akbar. The tenets of Mahommedanifm, which 
the family of Timur had brought along with 
them into their conquefts, were the religion ef- 
tabliflied by law ; but the majority of their fubjeds 
were of different perfuafions. The followers o f the 
Brahmin faith were the mofl numerous, and the 
next were the Perfian Guebres, who worfhipped 
the element of Fire, as the bed reprefentative o f 
God. The Chriftians o f Europe and of A r­
menia poffeffed feveral fadories in the feveral 
cities and ports, and they wandered in purfuit 
o f commerce over all the empire. The dif­
ferent opinions among all thefe feels, on a 
fubjed which mankind reckon of the ialt im­
portance, were the fource of-difputes, animofities, 
and quarrels. Akbar was chagrined. He tole­
rated every religion; he admitted men of all 
perfuafions into his confidence and fervice ; and he 
had formed ferious thoughts of promulgating a 
new faith, which might reconcile the minds of 
all his fubjeds. He eiieemed himfelf as equal 
in abilities to Mahommed, and he had moie 
power to enforce his dedrine. But, forefeeing 
the diftradions which this arduous meaiure 
might occafion, he dropt his defign ; and, inrtead 
o f eftablifhing a new faith, contented himfeif 
with giving no credit to any o f the old fyfterns o f 
religion. Jehangire in his youth had imbibed 
his father’ s principles. He began to write a 
new code of divine law ; but he had neither the 
aufterity nor the abilities £>f a prophet. He Ihewed

more



a  d . more wifdom in relinquilliing, than in forming
H>. a vifionary fcheme.
>°37 Jehangire was fubject to violent paffions upon 

^  rnany occafions. Complaints againft his nobles,
fence'0'  and even aSainft his favouritefons, were received 

with an eagernefs, and a rage againft the offen­
ders, more eafily imagined than defcribed. When 
his mind was heated with a relation of oppref- 
fion, he often burft but into a loud exclamation, 
“  Who in my empire has dared to do this wrong?”  
His violence flew before the accufation ; and to 
name any perfon to him, was to convince him 
of his guilt. Shaw Jehan had been known, when 
in the greateft favour, to have come trembling 
before his father, at the accufation of the meaneft 
fubjebt; and the whole miniftry, and the fervants 
o f the court, frequently flood abafhed, pale, dif- 
tant, and in terror for themfelves, when a poor 
man in rags was relating his grievances to the 
emperor.-

A n  i n -  His exceffive feverity in the execution of im­
partial juflice, was the great line which marks 
tue features o f the character of jehangire.—  
He had no refpeft of perfons, when he animad­
verted upon crimes. His former favour was ob­
literated at once by guilt; and he perfevered, 
with undeviating rigour, to revenge upon the 
great, the injuries done to the low. The ftory 
of Seif Alla remains as a monument of his favage 
juflice. I he filter of the favourite Sultana had 
a fon by her hufband Ibrahim, the Suba of 
Bengal, who, from his tender years, had been 
brought up at court by the emprefs, who hav­
ing no fons by Jehangire, adopted Seif Alla for 
her own. The emperor was fond of the boy ; he 
even often feated him upon his throne. At twelve 
years or age A lla returned to his father in Ben­
gal. Jehangire gave him a letter to the Suba,

with



with orders to appoint him governor of Biird- a . d . 

wan. Alla, after having refided in his govern- 
ment fome years, had the misfortune, when he ,of7". 
was one day riding on an elephant through the 
ftreet, to tread by accident a child to death.
The parents of the child followed Alla to his 
houfe. They loudly demanded an exemplary 
punilhment on the driver ; and the governor, 
confidering it an accident, refufed their requeft, 
and ordered them to be driven away from his 
door. They abufed him in very opprobrious 
terms ; and Alla, proud o f his rank and family, 
expelled them from the diftri£f of Burdwan.

Jehangire redding, at that time, in the ity o f his fe~ 
Lahore, they found their way, after a long jour­
ney on foot, to the prefence They called aloud 
for juftice; and the emperor wrote a letter to .
A lla  with his own hand, with peremptory orders 
to reftore to the injured parents of the child their 
polfeffions, and to make them ample amends for 
their lots and the fatigue o f •their journey. The 
pride o f Alla was hurt, at the victory obtained • 
over him ; and initead o f obeying the orders o f 
his prince, he threw them into prifon, -1ill they 
made fubmiffions to him for their conduct. But 
as foon as they were releafed, they travelled again 
to Lahore. Alia was alarmed, and wrote let­
ters to the Sultana and Afiph Jah, to prevent 
the petitioners from being admitted into the 
prefence. They hovered to no effeft, for fome 
months, about the palace. They could not 
even come within hearing o f the emperor, till 
one day, that he was taking his pleafure in a barge 
upon the river. They preifed forward through 
the crowd; and thrice called out aloud for juf­
tice. The emperor heard them, and he recollect­
ed their perfons. He ordered the barge to be 
rowed, that inftant, to the bank; and, before

he



A. d. he enquired into the nature of their complaint, 
he wrote an order for them to receive a pennon 

S *  for life, from the Imperial treafury. When they 
—■(—̂  had explained their grievances, he laid not a word, 

but he commanded Alla to appear immediately at 
court.

in the exe- Alla obeyed the Imperial command ; but he 
lattice °f knew not ihe intentions of Jehangire, which that 

prince had locked up in .his own bread. The 
youth encamped with his retinue, the night of 
his arrival, on the oppofite bank of the river; 
and fent a mefifenger to announce his coming to 
the emperor. Jehangire gave orders for one of 
his elephants of ftate to be ready, by the dawn 
of day ; and he at the fame time directed the pa­
rents of the child to attend. He himfelf was up 
before it was light, and having eroded the river, 
he came to the camp of Alla, and commanded 
him to be bound. The parents were mounted upon 
the elephant; and the emperor ordered the driver 
to tread the unfortunate young man to death. 
But the driver, afraid of the refentment of the 
Sultana, palled over him feveral times, without 
giving the elephant the neceffary directions. The 
emperor, however, by his threats obliged him at 
laid to execute his orders. He retired home in 
filence; and iflued out his commands to bury 
Alia with great pomp and magnificence, and that 
the court fhould go into mourning for him for 
the fpace of two moons.— “  I loved hun ;”  laid 
Jehangire, “  but juffice, like neceffity, fhould 
bind monarchs.”

O f h • h - The feverejuftice of Jehangire eftablifhed tran- 
wasiitv. quillity through all his dominions, when they 

were not difturbed by the ambition of his fons. 
TheSubas of provinces avoided oppreffion, as the 
poor had a determined avenger of their wrongs, 
in their fovereign. He, upon every occafion, af­

fected



fefled the converfation o f the lower fort. They a d . 
had immediate accefs to his perfon ; and he only i5l7- 
feemed pleafed, when he was humbling the pride ^37' 
o f his nobles, upon the juit complaints of the — -
vulgar. He boafted o f his humanity, as well as 
of his juilice. He had ufed to fay, That a mo­
narch ihould e^en feel for the beads o f the field ; 
and that the btrds of heaven ought to receive 
their due at the foot of the throne.

As fooh as Jehangire expired, Afiph, at the Dawlr 
head of the Imperial retinue, proceeded with the ed^oYh/ 
body to Lahore, When arrived on the’ banks o f throne, 
the Gelum, he difpatched a Hindoo named Narfi, 
with the ring, to Mohabet, as the fignal for that 
lord to efpoufe the caufe o f ‘Shaw Jehan. The 
will of Jehangire had been opened immediately 
upon his demife. He had, at the mitigation of 
the Sultana, named his fourth fon Shariar, as his 
fucceifor in the throne ; but that prince had, fome 
weeks before, fet out for Lahore. When the 
news o f the death o f jehangire arrived at 
that city, the prince feized upon the Imperial trea- 
fure, and encouraged the • troops to join him, by 
ample donations. The vifier was alarmed. To 
gain time for the execution of his defigns in fa­
vour o f Shaw Jehan, he proclaimed Dawir 
Buxih, the Ton of prince Chufero, emperor o f 
the Moguls. His filler difapproved of this mea- 
fure ; and endeavoured to raife a party in the 
camp in favour of Shariar ': but he put an end to 
her fchemes, by confining her to her tent; and 
gave ftri£b. orders, that none ihould be admitted 
into her prefence.

Shariar, by means o f the Imperial treafure, Shimr  ̂
collected together a confiderable force. Being ill taken and 
o f a venereal diforder himfelf, he appointed Baia-Winded, 
far, the fon of his uncle, the prince Danial, to 
command his army. The troops of Afiph were

inferior



A. n. inferior in number to thofe of Shariar ; but they 
were, in fome meafure, difciplined, and inured 

,057’ to the field. Shariar had eroded the Gelum be- 
fore the arrival o f Afiph ; who drew up his forces 
upon the firft appearance of the enemy. It was 
rather a flight than a battle. The raw troops of 
Shariar gave way., before they came to blows. 
He was not himfelf in the aftion : he flood on a dif- 
tant hill, and fell in into the current o f retreat. He 
fiiut himfelf up in the citadel of Lahore ; which 
was inverted the next day by the army of Afiph. 
The frierids of Shariar deferred him ; and made 
terms for themfelves. The unfortunate prince 
hid himfelf in a cellar within the haram. He 
was found, and dragged to the light by Ferofe 
Chan ; and Alliverdi bound his hands u:ith his 
girdle, and brought him to Dawn: B u ' fh. He 
was ordered to be confined ; and the fecond day 
he was deprived of fight. • '

March of Narfi, the meflenger of Afiph, arrived with the 
harir ^S" ring, after a journey of three weeks, at Chiba- 

on the borders o f Golconda, where Mohabet,-at 
the time, refided, with Shaw Jehan. He in­
formed the prince of the death of Jehangire; 
and acquainted Mohabet of the plan formed by 
the vifier, to fecure the throne for the former; 
and that Dawir Buxfh was only raifed, as a 
temporary bulwark againll the defigns of the 
Sultana, and to appeafe the people, who were 
averfe to Shariar. Shaw Jehan, by the advice 
of Mohabet, began his march through Guzerat. 
Two officers were fent with letters to the vizier ; 
and Nifhar Chan was difpatched w ith ’ pre- 
fents to Lodi, who commanded the army in the 
Decan.

coi^ucl of * oc'* was always averfe to the interefts of Shaw 
L o d i .  ’ Jehan, Lie was proud and pafiionate ; of high 

birth, and reputation in war. Deriving his birth
from



from the Imperial family o f Lodi, he even had a . d . 
views on the empire. Many of his nation ferved i6?7- 
under him in the army ; and confiding in their 
attachment, he looked with fecret pleafure upon ^  
the contefts for the throne* which were likely 
to arife in the family o f Timur. He had de­
tached a part of his army to feize Malava, and all 
the Imperial territories bordering upon that pro­
vince. The meffenger of Shaw Jehan was re­
ceived with coldnefs. The anfwer given him 
was undecifive and evafive f and he was difmilfed 
without any marks either o f refentment or favour.
Lodi did not fee clearly before him ; and he was 
refolved to take advantage of events as they fhould 
happen to rife.

Shaw Jehan having, as already mentioned, Dawir ^  
taken the rout of Guzerat, received the fubmiffion poured an°d 
o f that province. Seif Chan, who commanded murdered, 
for the empire, being fick, was taken in his bed ; 
but his life was fpared at the interceffion o f his 
wife, who was the particular favourite o f the 
filler of the prince. Having remained feven 
days at Ahmedabad, news arrived o f the vi&ory 
o f the vifier over Shariar. Chidmud-Perift was 
difpatched to the conqueror with letters. They 
contained expreffions o f the deepeft gratitude to 
the minifler; but he, at the fame time, inti­
mated, that diflention could not ceafe but with 
the life o f the fons o f Chufero and Danial.—
The temporary emperor, Dawir Buxlh, had been 
dethroned and imprifoned three days before the 
arrival of Shaw Jehan’s melfenger at Lahore.

. His brother Gurfhafp, and Baiefar and Holhung, 
the fons of Danial, had been alfo confined, do 
jfhow his attachment to Shaw Jehan, the vifier 
delivered the keys of the prifon to P erifl; and 
that chief, to gain his mailer’s favour, ftrangled 
the three princes that very night. Afiph made no 
enquiry concerning their deaths. He marched 

Vol. III. the



a . D . the next day toward Agra, having proclaimed. 
Shaw Jehan'emperor of the Moguls.

,037! Shaw Jehan arriving at Ajmere, was joined, in 
V "-, ^  that city, by the Rana and his fon. They were 
Shaw je- dignified with titles; and feveral Omrahs were 
at ' ra*kd to higher ranks of nobility. The govern­

ment of Ajmere, with many rich eftates, were 
conferred upon Mohabet ; and the emperor, for 
Shaw Jehan had affumed that title, marched 
toward Agfa, and pitched his camp in fight of 
that capital, on the ^ tft  of January 1628, in 
the garden which, from its beauty, was called the 
Habitation of Light. Caffim, the governor of 
Agra, came with the keys, and touched the 
ground with his forehead before the emperor ; 
who entered the city the next day, amid the accla­
mations of the populace. They forgot his crimes 
in his fplendour ■ and recognized the right to the 
throne, which murder had procured.

Jehan- Seven children were born to the emperor Je- 
dreli! ch'! hatigire: five fobs and two daughters. The 

firft were Chufero, Purvez, Churrum, Jehandar, 
and Shariat ; the daughters were Sultana Niffa, 
and Sultana Bar Banu. Chufero, Purvez, and 
Jehandar died before their father : Shariar fell a 
victim to his brother’s jealoufy ; and Churrum, 
under the name of Shaw Jehan, fucceeded to the 
empire. The p>rince Chufero left two fons, Da- 
wir Buxfh and Gurfhafp : the firft had obtained 
the name of emperor; they were both murder­
ed, as has been already mentioned, at Lahore. 
1  he children o f Purvez were a fon and a daugh­
ter : the firft, by dying a natural death foon after- 
his father, prevented the dagger of Shaw Jehan 
from committing another murder ; and the latter 
became afterwards the wife of Dara, the eldeft 
fon of Shaw Jehan,— The two fons o f Daniai, 
Baiefar and Hoihung, had been confined during

the



the reign of their uncle Jehangire. Strangers to A. D. 
the world, and deftitute of experience, their 
nerves were relaxed b y  inactivity, and their minds 1037. 
broken by adverfity. This ftate of debility did 
not fecure them from the jea-loufy of the new 
emperor, by whofe commands they were ftrang- 
led at Lahore. The emperor, either by the dag­
ger or bowftring, difpatched all the males o f the 
houfe of Timur fo that he himfelf- and his chil­
dren only remained of the pofterity of Baber, 
who conquered India.

The ftate of Perfia fuffered no change during d
the reign of the emperor Jehangire in Hindoftan. uiUkian 
Shaw Abas, firnamed the Great, who was in T a rta ry . 

his twentieth year on the throne of the family 
o f Seih at the death o f Akbar, outlived Jehan­
gire. covered with fplendid exploits, and a
rigorous adherence to juftice, the natural feverity 
and even cruelty of his character ; and acquired 
the reputation of a great, though not of an amia­
ble, prince. The Ufb.*c T atars of Great Bud^i- 
ria, who had made encroachments on the Perfpn 
dominions during the interrupted reigns ol the 
immediate predeceffors of Abas, loft much of 
their confequence in the time of that victorious 
prince. Domeftic troubles arid difputes about 
the fuccefiion converted the weftern Tartary into 
a fcene of blood ; and offered an objeCt of ambi­
tion to Abas. He invaded Choraffan ; he be- 
fieged the capital Balick, but he was obliged to 
retreat, by the activity and valour of Baki, who 
had poffeffed himfelf, after various viciffitudes of 
fortune, of the throne o f the Ufbecs. Baki, 
dying in the third year o f his reign, was fuc- 
ceeded by his brother W alli ; who being ex­
pelled by his uncle, took refuge, with many of 
his nobles, in the court o f Shaw Abas. Ihe 
Perfian affifted him with an army. He was fuc- 

Q - 3 cefsful
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A- D- cefsful in many engagements, defeated his uncle’s 
Hig. forces, and took the city of Bochara; but his 
1037. fortune changed near Samarcand, and he fell in 

a battle, which he loft. The views of Abas, on 
the weftern dominions of the Ufbecs, which had 
formerly belonged to Perfia, fell with his ally 
Walli. Emam Kulli and his brother divided 
between the empire; and, notwithftanding the 
efforts of Abas, retained the dominion of the 
extenfive province of Choraflan.
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Reflections— AcceJJion of Shaw Jehdn—-Promotions_
— The emperor’s children— State of the empire 
with regard to foreign powers— Incurflon of the 
UJhecs— War in Biindelcund— Difgrace— Tragi­
cal flory— and flight• of Chan Jehdn Lodi—
Death and character of Shaw Abas of Perfla—• 
Emperor’s march to the Becan— War in Golcon- 
da and ■ Tellingana— Irruption of the Afgans—- 
The vifler AJiph takes the field*

T he ideas upon government which the Tar- A. D. 
tars of the northern Afia carried into their con- 
quefts in Hindoftan, were often fatal to the pof- 1037, 
terity o f Timur. Monarchy defeends through 
the channel o f primogeniture ; but defpotiftn tipns. 
mull never fall into the hands o f a minor. The 
prince is the center o f union between all the mem* 
bers of the ftate ; and, when he happens to be 
a child, the ties which bind the allegiance o f the 
fubjeft are diffolved. Habituated to ba-ttle, and 
inured to depredation, the Tartars always adopt­
ed for their leader, that perfon of the family of 
their princes who was mod proper for their own 
mode of life ; and loft fight of hereditary fuccef- 
fion in the convenience o f the nation. When

they



A. d . they fettled in better regions than their native 
^ ;2f; country, they did not lay afide a cuftom fuited 
1037". only to incurfion and war. The fucceffion to 

'——y the throne was never determined by eflabiifhed 
rules; and a door was opened to intrigue, to 
murder, and to civil war. Every prince, as if 
in an enemy’s country, mounted the throne 
through conquetl; and the fafety of the ftate, as 
well as his own, forced him, in a manner, to 
become an affaffin, and to ftain the day of his 
acceffion with the blood of his relations. When 
therefore the Defpot died, ambition was not the 
only fource of broils among his fons. They con­
tended for life as well as for the throne ; under 
a certainty that the fir ft muff be loft, without a 
poffeffion of the fecond. Self-prefervation, that 
firfl principle o f the human mind, converted fre­
quently the humane prince into a cruel tyrant, 
and thus neceffity prompted men to actions, which 
their fouls-perhaps abhorred..

ffShHw” Shaw Jeftan had this apology for the murder 
Jehan. of his relations ; and the manners of the people 

were fo much adapted to an idea of neceffity in 
fuchm cafe, that they acquiefced without mur­
muring under his government. He mounted the 
throne of the Moguls in Agra, oh the firft of 
February, of the year 1628 of the Chriftian AEra ; 
and, according to the pompous manner of eaftern 
princes, afiumed the titles of T he t r u e  s t a r

OF THE FAITH , THE SECOND LORD OF THE 
HAPPY CONJUNCTIONS, M a HOMMED, THE
k i n g  of t h e  w o r l d . He was born at Lahore 
on the fifth of January, 1 :9 2 , and, on the day 
of his acceffion, he was thirty-fix folar years and 
twenty-eight days old. To drive away the memo­
ry of the late aflaifinations from the minds of the 
people, and to gratify the nobles, who had 
crowded from every quarter to Agra, he ufhered

in



in his reign with a feftival, which exceeded every a . d. 
thing of the kind known in that age, in magni- • 
ficence and expence. The pompous fliews of the. 1037. 
favourite Sultana, in the late reign, vanifhed in '
the fuperior grandeur o f thofe exhibited by Shaw 
Jehan.

In the midft of feftivity and joy, Shaw Jehan 
did neither forget the ftate nor the gratitude 
which he owed to his friends. Afiph Jah, though 
not yet arrived from Lahore, was confirmed in 
the office of vifier. His appointments to fu-pport 
the dignity of his ftation, as a reward for the 
part he acted, in fecuring the poffeffion o f the 
throne to the emperor, amounted to near a mil­
lion fteriing. Mohabet, who in Shaw Jehan’s 
progrefs from the Decan to Agra, had been 
prefented with the government of Ajmere, was 
raifed to the high office of captain-general of all 
the forces, and to the title, and dignity o f Chan 
Chanan, or firft of the nobles. His foil Chana- 
zad, who. had been raifed to the title of Chan 
Ziman, was placed in the government of Malava.
Behar was conferred on Chan Alum, Bengal on 
Cafim, Allahabad on Janfapar Chan. 1 he-em­
peror, in bellowing the province of C ao u l. on 
Lifcar, exhibited an inftance of juftice. He'had, 
during his rebellion, taken eight lacks of rou- 
pees by force from that O-mrah, and when he ap­
pointed him to C.ibui, he at the fame time gave 
him a draught on the tr.eafury for the money; 
fignifying to Lifcar, “  That neceffity being re­
moved, there was no excuse for the continuance 
of injufliee.”  Fifty." IVIahommedan .noptes, to­
gether with many Indian Rajas, were railed to 
honours, and gratified with prelents.

During theie tranfadions at Agra, Afiph pur- A t # a r -  
fued his journey in very How marches from La- ^gra. 
hore. His filler, the favourite of the late em­

peror,



a . D. peror, being ruined in all her fchemes of ambi- 
]6i8. tion, was left, in a kind of confinement at La- 

• hore, in the Imperial palace. The four fons of 
''—'-y- '—' the reigning emperor, Dara, Suja, Aurungzebe, 

and Morad, had been fent as hoftages for their 
father’s good behaviour to Jehangire. They 
were in the Imperial camp when that monarch 
expired ; and Afiph treated them with kindnefs 
and refpe£h He arrived at Agra on the twenty- 
fecond of March, and prefented his fons to the 
emperor, when he was celebrating the feflival of 
the Norofe, which is kept by the followers of Ma- 
hommed at the vernal equinox in every year. 
The emperor wasfo much rejoiced at the fight of 
his children, who had been all born to him by his 
favourite wife the daughter of Afiph, that he 
conferred upon their grandfather, the pompous 
title of T h e f a t h e r  of p r i n c e s ,, t h e

STRENGTH OF THE .REALM, AND PROTECTOR 
Ch.ld  ̂ OF THE EMPIRE.
oftheem- The Imperial prince Dara Sheko was thirteen 
peror. years old at the acceffion of his father to the 

throne ; Suja was in the twelfth, Aurungzebe in 
the tenth, and Morad in the fourth lunar year 
of his age. The eldeft of the emperor’s chil­
dren, by the favourite Sultana, the daughter of 
Afiph, was the princefs Jehanara, which name 
fignifies T he o r n a m e n t  of t h e  w o r l d . She 
was fourteen years of age when Shaw Jehan 
mounted the throne. Senfible, lively and gene­
rous, elegant .in her perfon, and accomplilhed in 
her mind, fhe obtained an abfolute empire over 
her father. . A  fimilarity of difpofition with the 
open and fincere Dara, attached her to the interell 
o f that prince ; and he owed, in a great mea- 
fure, the favour of his father to her influence. 
Roflrenrai Begum, or T he p r i n c e s s  of t h e  e n ­
l i g h t e n e d  m i n d ,  was the fecond daughter of

Shaw



Shaw Jfchan, and his fourth child by the favou-- A. n. 
rite Sultana. Her wit was fharp and penetrating, jig ' 
her judgment found, her manner engaging like 1037. 
her perfon ; fhe was full o f addrefs, and calcu- "-"v J  
lated for ftratagem and intrigue. She refembled 
the pervading temper o f Aurungzebe, and (he 
favoured his defigns. The emperor’s third 
•daughter was Suria Banu, or Th e  s p l e n d i d  
p r i n c e s s  ; a name fuite'd to her exquifite beauty.
She was eafy and gentle in her temper, foft and 
pleafmg in her add refs, humane; benevolent and 
filent: averfe to duplicity and art, full o f dig- « 
nity and honourable pride. She took no part 
in the intrigues which dilturbed the repofe of the 
ftate, devoting her time to the accomplilhments 
of her fex, and a few innocent amufements.

Shaw Jehan found himfelf in the peaceable 
pofleffion of the extenfive empire of his father, pire . 

and he had abilities to govern it with dignity, 
juftice and precifion. Tranquillity was eftablilh- 
ed at home; and there were no enemies to 
diflurb him from abroad. Shaw Abas foon af- 

• ter died in Perfia; and the fceptre fell into the 
weak and inactive hands o f his grandfon Sefi ; a 
prince, incapable o f either governing His fubjects 
with dignity, or of giving any difturbance to his 
neighbours. The fpirit o f the Ufbecs had de­
clined ; and they were exhaufted by difputed fuc- 
ceffions and civil wars. The Indian nations, be­
yond the pale of the empire, were peaceable and 
unwarllke : incapable o f committing injuries, and 
too diftant from the feat o f government to receive 
them. The Portugueze, though the molt power­
ful European nation in India, were not formida­
ble to the empire, though hated by the prin»e.
Shaw Jehan, when in arms again!! his father, 
had folicited their affiftance. They had not only 
refufed him their aid, but, in a manly manner,

reproached



a . d . reproached him for having demanded rt againfl 
if;2-.' his parent and fovereign. He was fenfible of the 
1037. juftice of the reproof, and therefore could not 

forgive it. The Sultana was their enemy. She 
had accompanied her hufband to one of their 
fettlernents; and fie was enraged beyond mea- 
fure again'! them for the worfhip they paid to 
images.

J.odi fub- The difrefpedl {hewn by Lodi who commanded 
in the Decan, to Nifbar Chan the emperor’s mef- 
fenger, produced a fuperfeding com million to the 

• latter againfl; the former. Nifbar produced the 
Imperial mandate: but Lodi would not obey. 
Mohabet was ordered with a force again!! the re- 
fraflrory general; and Nifliar, on account,of his 
not having adied with a proper fpirit, was re­
called. Chan Ziman, from his government of 
Malava, marched with all his forces to the aid of 
his father Mohabet. Lodi was foon reduced to 
extremities. He fent melfengers to Mohabet, 
with a requeft of his mediation with the emperor, 
explaining away his conduct, by the difficulty of • 
deciding in favour of the reigning emperor againfl: • 
the will of Jehangire. “  But now,”  continues 
he, “  that Shaw jehan ■ remains alone of the 
pofierity of Timur, Lodi cannot hefitate to obey 
his commands.”  Thefe letters were received by 
•Mohabet before things came to open hoftility. 
He Irani milted them to Agra, and Lodi was re- 
ftored, in,appearance, to favour.

Isivafibn The confufio'ns occafioned by the difputed fuc-?
ceffion, .after the death of jehangire, rouzed the 
ambition of Shaw Kuli, prince of the Ufbec Tar­
tars. He looked upon a civil war as a certain 
e«ent in India ; and .he rtjfolved to feize on the 
opportunity prefented by Fortune. Lie ordered 
ten thoufand of his heft horfe under Nidder Ma- 
hommed, accompanied with a good train of ar­

tillery,



tlllery, to penetrate into tbe province of Cabul. A. n .  

ihat general entered the Imperial dominions, 
and laid liege to tin? fortrefs o f Zohac. But the 
place was fo firong, and fb well defended by ■ ""'v—•*> 
•Zingis. who commanded tbe garrifon, that Ma- 
homnied, after fullering .a confiderable lofs, railed 
the kege. The Ufbecs, however, did not re­
treat to their own country. Mahoipnied, after 
being repulsed at Zohac, attempted to furprize 
Cabul, and, having failed in the enterprize, he 
fat down before that city.

Having fummoned the garrifon of Cabul to no of them, 
purpofe, the Ufbecs began to make their ap- becE* 
proaches. They foon advanced their batteries to 
the counterfcarp of the ditch, and, by a conftant 
fire, made feveral breaches in the wall. Ziffer, 
the late Suba, had left the place; and Lifcar, 
the new;. governor, was not yet arrived. The 
command o f the garrifon was in Jacob Chan; 
who defended himfelf fo well, that the enemy was 
beat back with great lofs in a general affault. 
Mahommed, though repulfed, was not aifcou- 
raged. lie  railed, with great labour, mounds 
to command the walls ; and drove the befieged 
from the rampart. The breach,'however, had 
been repaired, and the Ufbecs durft not attempt 
to icaic the. walls.

Thec.-nevvs of the invafio-n had, in the mean RepuHed. 
timeg arrived .at the court of Agra ; and the em­
peror, finding teat Mohabet had fettled the affaits 
of the Decan, ^ordered that general to the relief 
of Cabuli. Having left his. fon in his command 
in.the.South, Mohabet haftened with all expedi­
tion to the north. Twelve thoufand horfe at­
tended him ; and he was to take up the forces of 
Punj b on his way. The fiege had now conti­
nued three months; the Ufbecs had again made 
a pra&icable breach, and the ditch was almoft

filled,



A n. filled, when the news of the march of Mohabet 
arrived in the camp of Mahommed. He redou- 

1037. bled his diligence ; and the garrifon, who knew 
—v— '  nothing of fuccour, began to defpair. When, 

therefore, the Ufbecs began to prepare for a fe- 
cond general artault, the befieged Tallied out W'ith 
all their forces. The battle was obftinate and 
bloody; but Mahommed was at length obliged 
to give way ; and the garrifon hung on his heels 
beyond the frontiers'of the province. Mohabet, 
upon the news of this defeat, returned to A gra; 
and civil contefts took up the attention of the 
Ufbecs at home.

/^ar vnth The invafion of the Ufbecs was fucceeded by 
an infurredtion in the ftnall province of Bundel- 
cund. The Indian prince of that country, whofe 
name was Hidjar Singh, having come to pay his 
refpecls at the court of Agra, found that an ad­
dition was made, in the books of the Imperial 
treafury, to the tribute which he and his ancef- 
tors had formerly paid to the houfe o f Timur. 
Inftead of petitioning for an abatement o f the im­
port, he fled without taking leave of the empe­
ror. When he arrived in his dominions, he 
armed his dependants to the number of fifteen 
thoufand men. He garrifoned his fortrefles, and 
occupied the partes which led to his country. 
Ih e  emperor was enraged at the prefumption of 
this petty chieftain. He ordered Mohabet .to en­
ter his country with twelve thoufand horfe and 
three thoufand foot, by the way of Gualiar. 
Lodi, lately received into favour, with twelve 
thoufand more, u’as commanded to invade Bun- 
delcund from the fouth ; and Abdalla, with feven 
thoufand horfe, from the eaft, by the way of 
Allahabad. 1 hefe three armies, under three ex­
perienced and able officers, were more than ne- 
c chary for the fervxce; but the emperor was defir-

ous



ous to (hew aii inflance o f vigour at the com- a. n. 
mencement of his reign, to raife the terror o f his 
difpleafure, and to e'ftablifh tranquillity'and good ,0'37'. 
order by the means o f fear. v— ^

- The emperor himfelf marched from Agra on Raja of 
the twentieth of December, on a tour of pleafure Bu";leU 
to the foreft of Niderbari, where he hunted tigers 
for fix days, and then took the route of Guaiiar, 
that he might be near the feat of war. He open­
ed the gates of that fortrefs to all ftate prifoners, 
fome of whom had remained in confinement dur­
ing the whole of the former reign. This cle­
mency procured him popularity, and took away 
part of the odium which his bloody policy had 
already fixed on his charaCler. The refractory 
Raja was, in the mean time, prelfed hard on 
every fide. He refilled with fpirit; but he was 
driven from poll to poll.- He, as the laft refort, 
fhut himfelf up in his fort of Erige. Abdalla fat 
down before i t ; and having made a practicable 
breach, ftormed the place, and put the garrifon, 
confifting o f three thoufand men, to the fword.
The Raja made his efeape. He was ruined, but 
his fpirit was not broken. With the remain­
ing part of hiŝ  army he fell into the rout o f Mo- 
habet; and his forces being cut off, he himfelf 
came into the hands o f the captain-general.

Mohabet carried his prifoner to the emperor, He is 

who had returned to Agra. Shaw Jehan was pr“  
rigid to an extrem e; and his humanity gave 
always place to policy. He ordered the unfortu­
nate prince into confinement, intimating that a 
warrant Ihould foon be iffued for his execution. 
Mohabet, who admired the intrepid conllancy of 
the Raja, (hewed an incliniation to intercede for 
his life ; but the (tern looks o f the einperor im- 
pofed filence upon him. He, however, the 
next day carried his prifoner into the prefence :

the



n. the rigid darknefs of Shaw Jehan’s countenance 
Hig, continued ; and the captain-general flood at a 
103?- diflance In dole converfation with the Raja. 

Xhe emperor faw them ; but he was filent. The 
prince, and even Mohabet:, defpaired o f fuccefs. 
They came the third daV into the prefence, and 
Hood, as ufual, at a didance, The Raja was 
,in fetters, and Mohabet chained his own hand 
to that of the prifoner. “  Approach, Mohabet,”  
faid Shaw Jehan. “  The captain-general will 
have it fo ; and I pardon Hidjar Singh. But 
life without dignity is no prefent from the empe­
ror of the Moguls, to a fallen prince ; I, there­
fore, to his government redore Hidjar Singh, 
upon paying fixteen lacks of roupees, and furnifh- 
ing the Imperial army with forty elephants of 
war.”

amoved Notwithdanding the deference which was fhewn 
from  the to Mohabet for his great abilities, the emperor was 
head of jealous of his influence and popularity. He 

therefore requeded of him to refign the com­
mand of the army on the frontiers of the un­
conquered provinces of the Decan, together 
with the government of Candeifh; both which 
offices the captain-general difcharged, by Chan 
Zeman his fon. Eradit, the receiver-general of 
the Imperial revenues, was appointed to that 
important dation. He fet out from court, and 
Chan Zeman, having refigned the army and go­
vernment to him, returned to Agra. -This change 
in the government of the frontier provinces was 
productive of didurbances. The Nizam of Gol- 
conda, who had been kept quiet by the reputa­
tion of Mohabet and his fon, invaded, upon the 
departure of the latter, the Imperial province of 
Candeifh. Diria, wffio, in fubordination to the 
new Suha, commanded the army, attacked the 
Nizam in a difadvatitageous fuuation, and obliged

him



him to retreat into his own dominions, with the a . n. 
lofs of a great part o f his army.

The unfuccefsful attempts of the Ufbecs upon ^ s ’. 
Cabul, in the beginning o f the preceding year,  ̂
together with domeftic diffractions consequent irruption 

upon'their difgrace, had hitherto fecured the °“ lle uf~ 
peace of the northern frontier of the empire.
They were, however, anxious to recover their 
loft reputation. An army of volunteers were 
colletled, and the command veiled in Zingis.
That officer fuddenly entered the Imperial domi­
nions ; and fat down before the fort of Bamia, 
in the mountains o f Cabul. The place was 
feebly garrifoned, and the Ufbecs preffed the 
fiege with vigour. It" fell into their hands ; and 
Zingis having demolilhed the walls, returned, 
with the plunder of the open country, to the 
dominions of the Ufbecs. This irruption could 
be fcarce called a war ; as the fudden retreat«of 
the enemy reflored the public tranquillity.

The. moll remarkable event of the fecond year Story of 
o f Shaw'Jehan is the flight of Chan Jehan Lodi hanLofi". 
from Agra. This nobleman, at the death o f Je- 
hangire, commanded, as already mentioned, the 
Imperial army Rationed in the .Decan. The fa­
vourite Sultana had found means, by letters, to 
gain over Lodi to the interefl of the prince Sha- 
riar, whom fhe had refolved to place* on the 
throne of India. Shaw Jehan, in his march to 
Agra, applied to him for a paffage through his 
government, which he abfolutely refilled. He 
added contempt to his refufal; by fending a thou- 
fand roupees, a horfe, and a drefs to the prince, 
as to a perfon of inferior dignity to himfelf. .
The meffenger of Lodi, however, had not the 
courage to deliver the humiliating prefent. He 
gave the roupees, the drefs, and the horfe to a 
ihepherd, when he got beyond the wails of

Brampour,



A. d. Brampour, where Lodi refided. He, at the fame 
^ 29- time, defired the fhepherd to return the whole to 

L o d i; and to tell him, That if the prefents were 
not unworthy of him to give, they were too in- 
fignificant for his fervant to carry to a great 
prince. Having given thefe directions to the 
fhepherd, the toeffenger proceeded to Shaw Je- 
han. The prince approved of his behaviour, 
thanked him for having fuch a regard for his ho­
nour ; and after he was fettled on the throne, raif- 
ed the meffenger, as a reward for his fervices, to 
the rank of a noble.

Caufe o f Shaw Jeban, being in no condition to force 
rur’-ereP£_ ^is way through the government of Lodi, took 
ieminent a long circuit round the hills, through wdld and 

unfrequented paths. Lodi became foon fenfible 
of his error. The defert and death of Shariar, 
the imprifonment of the Sultana, the murder of 
DaKvir Buxlh, and the acceffion of Shaw Jehan to 
the throne, came fucceffively to his ears. He 
thought of fubmiffion ; but an army was on its 
march to reduce him to obedience. Ziman, the 
fon of Mohabet, was at the head of this force ; 
but Lodi being in poffeffion of an army, and an 
extenfive and rich province, the emperor gave 
to his general a commiffion to treat with that re­
fractory Lord. He foon clofed with the terms. 
He was appointed to the government of Malava, 
upon his refigning the Imperial divifion of the 
Decan. The emperor, hou'ever, was not fincere 
in the pardon which he promifed. His pride re­
volted at the indignities offered him by L o d i; 
and, at a proper occafion, he refolved to puniih 
him.

againft Lodi w'as not long in poffeffion of the govern- 
«h! ° m" ment of Malava, when he received orders to re­

pair to court. As his refignation of the com­
mand of the army might be conltrued into obe­

dience,



dience, rather than attributed to fear, he was a . d . 
under no apprehensions in making his appearance 
in the prefence. An edidt of indemnity had been 1038. 
promulgated to all the Omrahs who had oppofed — ■*'
the acceffion of Shaw Jehan to the throne ; and 
Lodi thought that there was no probability of 
his being excluded from the indulgence granted 
to others. He was, however, convinced of his 
error, on the fir ft day o f his appearance at court.
The ulher, Perift, obliged him to exhibit fome 
ceremonies of obedience, inconfiftent with the 
rank which he held among the nobility. He was 
fomewhat refradtory, but he thought it prudent 
to fubmit. His fon, Azmut Chan, was intro­
duced after his father. The youth was then 
but fixteen years of age. He thought that the 
ulher kept him too long proftrate upon the 
ground ; and he ftarted up before the fignal for 
rifing was given. The ulher, in a rage, (truck 
Azm ut over the head with his rod, and infilled 
upon his throwing himfelf again on the ground.
Azmut, full of fire and valour, drew his fword.
He aimed a blow at the ulher’s head ; but one 
o f the inace-bearers warded it off, and faved his 
life.

A  hidden murmur fpread around. All fell He^dif- 
into confufion ; and many placed their hands on the pre- 

their fwords. Lodi, confidering the blow given fence, j  

to his fon, as the fignal of death, drew his dag­
ger to defend himfelf. Huflein, his other fon, 
followed his father’s example. The tumult en- 
creafed, and the emperor leapt from his throne.
Lodi and his fons rulhed out of the prefence.
Their houfe was contiguous to the palace; and 
they Ihut themfelves up, with three hundred de­
pendants. The houfe being inclofed with a ftrong 
wall,, no impreffion could be made upon it with­
out artillery ; and as a fiege fo near the gates of 
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A. D. the palace would derogate from the majefly of 
V': 9- the emperor, Shaw Jehan endeavoured to entice 
,038. Lodi to a furrender, by a promife of pardon.

1— His friends at court, however, acquainted him, 
that there was a refolution formed againfl his 
life ; and he refolved to make his efcape, or to 
die in the attempt.

His dif- Night, in the mean time, came on ; and he 
trefs was tormented with various paffions. His wo­

men were all around him. To leave them to dif- 
honour was intolerable, to remain was death, to 
remove them by violence, cruelty- He was af­
flicted beyond meafure ; and he burft into tears. 
His wives fa'w his grief, and they retired. They 
confulted together in an inner apartment. Their 
refolution was noble, but defperate ; they raifed 
their hands againfl their own lives. The groans 
reached the ears of Lodi. He rufhed in ; but 
there was only one taper burning, which, in 
his hade, he overturned and extinguifhed. He 
fpoke, but none anfwered. Fie fearched around, 
but he plunged his hand in blood. He flood in 
fflence a w h ile ; and one of his fons having 
brought a light, difcovered to his eyes a fcene 
of inexpreflible horror. Fie faid not a word ; but 
the wildnefs of his eyes was exprefiive of the 
tempeft which .rolled in his mind. He made a 
fignal to his two fons, and they buried the un­
fortunate women in the garden. Fie hung for 
feme time in filence over their common grave. 
Then ftarting at once from a profound reverie, 
he iffued forth in a ftate of horror and defpair. 
Fie ordered his drums to be beaten, his trumpets 
to be founded. Flis people gathered around him. 
They mounted their horfes in the court-yard, 
and he himfeif at once -threw open the gate. He 
iffued out with his two fons; and his followers 
fell in order into his path. The Imperial 'troops

were



were aftonifhed, and made little refillance. He a . n. 
was heard to exclaim, “  I will awaken the tyrant >'29- 
with the found of ray departure, but he fball W3$] 
tremble at my return,”  He rushed through the 
city like a whirlwind, and took the route of 
Maiava.

The emperor, difliurbed at the bidden noife, and flight, 
ftarted from his bed. He enquired into the 
caufe; and ordered Ab.ui Huilein, with nine 
other nobles, to purfue the fugitive. They col­
lected their troops ; and left the city by the 
dawn of day. Lodi, without halting, rode for­
ward near forty miles. He was ftopt by the river 
Chunbil, which was fo high, fo rough and rapid, 
on account of the rains, that he could not fwim 
acrofs it, and all the boats had been carried 
down by the ftream. This was an unexpected 
and terrible check; but as the weather was 
now fair, he hoped that the torrent would foon 
fa ll ; and in that expedition, he and his followers 
flood on the bank. In the midlt of his anxiety, 
the Imperial troops appeared. He called his peo­
ple together, and told them, he was refolved to 
die in arms. There was a pafs behind him, which 
opened between two hills into a narrow plain.
He took immediate pofleffion ol the pafs ; the 
river, which had cut off all hopes of flight, ferved 
to cover his rear.

The Imperialifts, trufting to their numbers, h;sgal- 
advanced with confidence; but they were fo k ^ eha‘  
warmly received, that they drew back, with ma- 
nifeft figns of fear. Shame forced them to renew 
the charge. A  feleCt body preffed forward into 
the pafs. The fhock was violent; and the {laugh­
ter, on both fides, was as great and expeditious, 
as the fmall place in which they engaged would 
permit. Huffein had a refource in numbers ;
Lodi had nothing in which he could confide but his 
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a . D . valour. Scarce one hundred of his men now re- 
' 6?9- mained unhurt; he himfelf was wounded in the 
1038/ right arm, and the enemy were preparing a third 

w  time to advance. His affairs were defperate. His 
two fons, Azmut and Huffein, conjured him to 
attempt the river, and that they would fecure his 
retreat. “  The danger is equal,”  replied Lodi, 
“  but it is more honourable to die in the field.”  
They infifted upon his retreating, as his wound 
had rendered him unfit for aftion. “  But can I 
“  leave you both,”  faid Lodi, “  when Ihavemoft 
“  need of my fons ? One muff attend trie in 
“  my misfortune, which is perhaps a greater evil 
“  than death itfelf.”  A  difpute immediately 
arofe between the brothers, each contending for 
the honour of covering their father’s retreat. A t 
that inftant, the ulher, Perift, who had ftruck 
Azmut in the prefence, appeared in the front of 
the Imperialifts. “  Huffein, the thing is deter- 
“  mined;”  faid Azmut, “  doff; thou behold that 
“  villain, and bid me fly ?”  He fpurred onward 
his horfe: his father and brother plunged into 
the river.

tape.ef~ ^Perift w asa Cahnuc Tartar, of great flrength 
of body and intrepidity of mind. He faw Azmut 
advancing, and he ftarted from the ranks, and 
rode forward to meet him half-way. Azmut had 
his bow ready bent in his hand : he aimed an ar­
row at Perift, and laid him dead at the feet of 
his horfe. But the valiant youth did not long 
furvive his enemy. He-was cut to pieces by the 
Imperialifts ; and the few faithful friends who 
had remained by his fide, were either flain on 
the fpot, or driven into the river and drowned. 
The conquerors had no reafon to boaft o f their 
vidfory ; four hundred men, and three officers of 
high rank, were flain in the a&ion; fix nobles 
and a great number of inferior chiefs were

wounded.



wounded. The latter adfion was fo fhort, that A n. 
it was over before Lodi and Huffein had extri- '^ 9- 
cated themfelves from the dream. When they 1038. 

afcended the oppofite bank of the river, they /
looked back with anxiety for Azm ut; but Azmut 
was no more to be feen : even his followers were, 
by that time, flam ; ana the victors, with fhouts 
of triumph, poffeifed the further fnore,

Lodi had no time to deliberate, none to in- H isdidrefs 

dulge his grief for Azmut. The enemy had a l - L‘“4t 
ready plunged into the dream ; and he made the 
bed of his way from the bank. He entered his 
own province of Malava, but the Imperialids 
were clofe at his heels. Before he-could collect 
his friends, he was overpowered by numbers, and 
defeated in feveraT adions. He was at length 
driven beyond the boundaries of Malava. He 
continued his flight to Bundela, with a few adhe­
rents who had joined him ; and he maintained, 
with great bravery, every pafs againd the troops 
that purfued him in his retreat. The Imperialids, 
however, being at length haraffed by long marches, 
bad roads, and continual fkirmifhing, give over 
the purfuit. Lodi remained a few days at Bun­
dela, then he traverfed the provinces of Berar 
and Odipour, in his rout to Golconda, and pre- 
fented himfelf before the Nizam at Dowlatabad.
That prince received the unfortunate fugitive with 
open arms, a warm friendfhip having, for forae 
years, fubfided between them.

The emperor expreffed great uneafmefs at the u»«j- ^  
efcape of Lodi. He knew his abilities, he emperor, 

acquainted with his undeviating perseverance. 
High-fpirited and adlive, Lodi loved danger, as 
furnifhing an opportunity for an exertion of his 
great talents; and he was always difcontented 
and uneafy at that tranquillity for which mankind
in general offer up their prayers to Heaven. l i ! “

* ' more



A- J )- more nob!e and generous pafiions of his mind 
Hi)?. w e r e  now up in arms, His pride had been roused 
>o33. by the indignities thrown upon him, and he 

^  aicribed the death of his wives and of his gallant 
fon to the per Sidy of Shaw Jehan. His haughty 
temper revolted againft fubmifiion, and his pru­
dence forbad Dim to lillpn any, more to pardons 
that were not Sincere. The emperor knew the 
man with whom he had to contend.; and he was 
alarmed at the news or his arrival in the Decan. 
He forefaw a iform. in that quarter, thou Id time 
be given to Loai to reconcile the jarring interefts 
of princes,_ who were the avowed enemies of the 
houfe oi i imur. Shaw Jehan was naturally pro­
vident. He judged of futurity by the paft; and 

/  he was rapid in decision. lie thought the objeH
not unworthy of his prefence, on the Southern 
homier of His empire; and he ordered his army 
to be drawn together* that he might command 
them m the expected war in perfon.

character̂  . i ûn_ng thele t ranfa&ions, an ambaflador ar- 
of Shaw rived from SoaXv Abas of Perfia, to felicitate 

Ja“" Shaw Jehan on his acceffion to the throne. He
had Scarce made his public entrance, when the 
news of his matter’s death arrived. Abas died 
in the month of January of the year 1629, after 
a reign of fifty years _ over Choraffan, and more 
than forty-two as Sovereign of all Perfia. He 
was a prince o f a warlike difpofition, a good 
fiatcirnan, a deep politician, a great conqueror. 
±>ut he was cruel and prodigal of blood. He 
never forgave an enemy; nor thought he ever 
lumciently rewarded a friend. Severe in his 
juft ice beyond example, he rendered what is in 
itidf a public good, a real evil. He knew no 
oegrees in crimes : death, which is among man- 

Sreateft punifhnient, was the Ieaff in- 
macu by Abas. Though given to oppreffion

himfeif.



hirhfelf, he permitted none in others. He was A.n. 
the monarch, and he would be the only tyrant.
He delighted in curbing the haughtinefs of the sô o. 
nobility : he took pride in relieving the poor.
A ll '“his fubjefts had accefs to . his perfon. He 
heard their complaints, and his decilions were 
immediate and terrible. His people, therefore, 
became juft through fear; and he owed a reign 
o f half a century to the terrors with which he 
furrounded his throne. He was paffionate and 
violent to a degree that fometimes perverted his 
judgment; and he who bdafted of holding the 

'  fcales of juft dealing between mankind', broke 
often forth into outrageous a£fs of injuftice.
During his.life, he was refpefted by a ll; but bis 
death was lamented by none.

The great preparations made by Shaw Jehan Pi-epara- 
for an expedition into the Decan, detained him lor 
at Agra till the fourth of February of the 16 3 1 
o f the Chriftian iEra, Ide placed himfelf at the 
head o f one hundred thoufand horfe ; which, to­
gether with infantry, artillery and attendants, 
increafed the number o f the army to three hun­
dred thoufand men. He advanced toward the 
D ecan; and the governors of the provinces 
through which he paffed, fell in with their forces 
into his line of march. On the borders of Chan- 
deifn, he was met by Eradit Chan, the Suba of 
the province, who conducted him to his own re- 
fidence, the city o f Brampour. The emperor 
encamped his army in the environs of Brampour ; 
and dilbatchedmeffengers to the tributary princes 
of the Decan. The principal of thefe wmre, Add 
Sovereign of Bejapour, Kutfub, who ftyled him­
felf king of Flydrabad and deilingana, and the 
Nizam prince o f Golcbnda. He threatened them • 
with utter deftrudlion fnould they not come per­
sonally to make their fubmifiion, after having

difbanded



a . I): difbanded the armies which they had raifed tq
fupport the rebellion of Lodi. He alfo recorn- 

104 ®. mended to them, either to deliver up or expel 
—*—s  the man who had, by encouraging their fchemes, 

projected their ruin. They fent evafive anfwers 
to thefe demands ; and continued their prepara­
tions for war.

Em peror The fudden arrival of the emperor with fuch a 
theDeca” . great f ° rce? ^as, however, premature for the 

affairs of Lodi. He had not yet been able to 
unite the armies of his allies, nor to raife a fuf- 
ficient force of his own, The terror of the Im­
perial army had made each prince unwilling to 
quit his own dominions, left they Ihould become 
the theatre of invafion and war. They faw the 
ftorm gathering, but they knew not where it was 

| 1 to fa ll: and when they were afraid of all quarters,
they took no effectual means for the defence of 
any. They were befides divided in their councils. 
Ancient jealoufi.es and recent injuries were re­
membered, when the good of the whole was for­
got. Diftruft- prevailed, indecifion and terror 
followed ; and the unfortunate Lodi, in fpite of 
his activity, his zeal and abilities, found but final! 

v ground on which he could reft his hopes. 
ucheJ ernPeror5 the mean time, was piqued

at the inattention which princes, whom he con- 
fidered as tributaries, had fhewn to his embaffy. 
He refolved upon revenge. The Nizam, as be­
ing the firft who had received Lodi under his 

.protection, was the firft object of his refentment. 
He raifed Eradit, the governor of Chandeilh, to 
the title of Azitn Chan, and fubmitted an army 
of twenty-five thoufand men to his command. 
The force was not judged fufficient for the reduc­
tion of the Nizam ; but the emperor would not 
truft Eradit with the abfolute command of a more 
numerous army. He fell upon the expedient of

detaching



detaching two other armies, confiding each of a . n. 
fourteen thoufand horfe, under the feparate corn- ‘ • 
rnands of. Raja Gop Singh and Shaifta Chan, ,Q4ti. 
Thefe two generals were to adt in conjunction S-—v 
with Eradit, but they were not absolutely under 
his orders. The three armies began their march 
from the capital of Chandeiih, about the vernal 
equinox of the 1631, of the Chriflian iEra, and „  
took the rout of Dowlatabad.

The emperor, in the mean time, remained at
_  r  -r, ' r  • 1 corn tr.eBrampour. Forces from various quarters crowd- |mpe,iai 
ed daily into his camp. Fie detached feven thou- carr-P? 
fand horfe, under Raw Ruton, toward Tellin- 
gana; and as many more, under the conduct 
of Abu! Hufiein, into the principality of Hade, 
in the mountains of Ballagat. The Raja of Ha- '
fic had infulted Shaw Jehan in his exile and mif- 
fortunes; nor did he ever forget an injury which 
affedted his pride. The Hindoo prince fuffered 
for his infolence; his country being, without 
mercy, fubjedled to fire and fword. The empe­
ror told Hufiein at parting: “  The Raja or Ha-
fic liftened not to me in my diftrefs; and you 
mult teach him how dangerous it is to infult a 
man, that may one day be fovereign of the 
world.”  The expreffion alluded to his own 
name ; but a jeft was unfit for the tragedy which 
was a died in the defolated country of Nafic.

The firff account o f the fuccefs of Shaw Je- •
han’s arms arrived at Brampour, from Baktr the 
governor of OrifTa. 1 hat province lying conti­
guous to Gokonda, Bakir had received orders to 
make a diverfion on that fide. He accordingly 
had marched with a confiderable force; and 
found the fide of the country neareft to Orifia 
uncovered with troops. He laid fiege to Shudda,
Shikerifl, Chizduar and Berimal, places o f great 
fhength in Golconda j and they fell fuccefllvely

into



A . D. into his hands. The news of this fuccefs p le a fe d  

Hig.' lhe more the iefs it was expected. In the 
T043. Iplendour of the other expeditions, th a t  under 

Baktr was forgotten; and the emperor fcarce 
remembered that he had given orders to the Suba 
to mvade the enemy, when he heard that he h ad  
penetrated into the heart of their country. Ho­
nours were heaped upon him ; and his meffengers 
were loaded with prefents.

!mnids°the Tteuoh Lodi had failed in bringing the united 
coiifede- force of the confederates into the field, he led 
ra£ts, the councils o f the courts of Golconda and Bija- 

pour. By reprefeniing to them, that when'they 
fought one by one ail flrould be overcoilre, they 
fubmitted their armies to his command. He ad­
vanced immediately toward the Imperiaffts, and 
threw himfelf into the paffes of the moiintains 
before Eradit, who made many vain efforts to 
penetrate into Golconda. A  reinforcement of 
nine thouiand men were detached to him from 
the Imperial camp. Nothing would do. His 
fit nation and abilities enabled Lodi, to counteract 
all his motions ; and he either remained inactive, 
or loft numbers in fruitlefs attempts. An army, 
which penetrated from Guzerat into the countries 
on the coaft of Malabar, was not fo unfuccefsful. 
The ftrohg fortrefs of Chandwar fell into their 
hands; and they fpread their devaluations far and 
wide.

at Shaw jehun wms not in the mean time idle at 
Eramponr. Though he direfled ail the motions 
o f the armies, he was not forgetful of the civil 
government of his vaft empire. With a jullice 
tyhich bordered on feveitty, he quafhed all petty 
difturbances through his dominions. He inquir­
ed minutely into every department. He heard 
all complaints again!! his own officers ; and when 
ttie people were aggrieved, he removed them

from



from their employments. Nor was he, In the a . 1). 
midft of public bufmefs, negligent of that gran- 
deur and magnificence which, by railing awe in ,040". 

his fubjects, gave weight to his commands. lie  —•*
felefted a hundred out of the Tons of the nobility, 
who were ot the mod diftinguifhed merit, and 
created them Omrahs in one day. He gave to 
each a golden mace, and they were, by their in- 
dilution,, always to attend the prefence. They 
were all 'uniformly drelled in embroidered cloaths, 
with golden helmets, fivords inlaid, and fifields 
ffudded with gold. When the emperor rode 
abroad, thefe attended him, with drawn fabres, 
all mounted on fine Arabian horfes. Out o f thefe - 
he chofe his officers; and when he fcnt any of 
them on-fervice, his place was immediately lup- 
plied from another corps who, though not digni­
fied with titles, were equipped in the fame man­
ner, only that their ornaments were of filver.
They alfo attended the emperor on horfeback, 
when he rode abroad.

Eradit, having defpaired of being able to force An aflion. 
the pafies of the mountains where Lodi was polled 
with the army of the confederates, directed his 
march another way. He was clofe purfued by 
Lodi with twelve thoufarid horfe. That general, 
finding a proper opportunity, attacked the Impe- 
rialifts with great vigour', threw them into confu- 
fion, and went near routing the whole army.
Six Omrahs of rank fell on the Imperial fide; 
but Eradit having formed his army in order of 
battle, Lodi thought proper to give way, and to 
flicker himfelf in the hills. Eradit took advan­
tage of his retreat, and hung clofe upon his heels :
—-but Lodi had the addrefs not to offer battle, 
excepting upon unequal terms on the fide of the 
enemy. Ke in the mean time haraffed the Impe­
rial army with flying fquadrons; cutting off their

convoys,



A . D .  convoys, defeating their foraging parties, and 
H?g laying wade the country in their rear. Nor was 
1040= the expedition under Raw Ruton into Tellingana 

V —*— attended with more fuccefs than that under Era- 
dit. The general was inaftive, and the army 
weak. Raw Ruton was recalled, and difgraced 
for his inactivity; and Nazir Chan took the com­
mand of the Imperial troops in Tellingana.

Afgans The aftive fpirit of Lodi was not confined to 
repuifed. 0perati0ns of the field. No flranger to the 

fuperior power o f the emperor, he armed againfl: 
him, by his emiffaries, the Afgans o f the north. 
They iffued from their hills to make a diverfion 
on that fide. They were led by Kemnal, the 
chief of the Rohiila tribe ; and they entered Pun. 
jab, with a numerous but irregular army. The 
projeft failed. The emperor defpifed too much 
the depredatory incurfion of naked barbarians, 
to be frightened by them from his main objedt. 
He contented himfelf with fending orders to the 
governors of the adjacent provinces to repel the 
invaders. The Afgans accordingly were oppofed,

* defeated, and driven with little lofs on the fide 
of the empire, to ihelter themfelves in their na­
tive hills. The projeft of Lodi, though well 
planned, fell fhort of the intended effeft.

Eradit fu- The flow progrefs made by Eradit, againfl 
fnthe^m cohdudt and abilities of Lodi, induced the' 
maud of emperor to think of fupeifeding him in his com- 
the arm y. mancp LIe had promifed to himfelf fuccefs, from 

the great fuperiority of his army in point of num­
bers, and the difappointment fell heavy on his 
ambition and pride. To place himfelf at the 
head of the expedition, was beneath his dignity ; 
and his prefence was otherwife neceffary at Bram- 
pour, as the place moft centrical for conveying 
his orders to the different armies in the field. 
Befides, the civil bufinefs of the Rate, the folid

regulation



S H A W  J E H A N .  1 4 3

regulation of which he had much at heart, re- A . D. 

quired his attention and application. He there- 
fore refolved to fend his vifier Afiph into the 104.0. 
field. His name was great in the empire j and J
his abilities in war were, at lead, equal to his 
talent for managing the affairs of peace.

S H A W
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C H A P .  II.

The Vifter commands the army—Defeat of the con­
federates— Flight, misfortunes, and death of Lodi 
— Progrefs of the war in the Decan— Death of 
the favourite Sultana-—A famine— Peace in the 
Decan—Emperor returns to Agra— Perfection 
of Idolaters— War with the Portuguese— Their 

factory taken— Raja of Bundela reduced and 
i fa in — Marriages of the princes Dara and Suja

—War in the Decan— Goiconda reduced—Death 
of Mohabst— Affairs at court.

■ A,e>y '. T T H E  vifier, in obedience to the emperor’s or-
Hig. ders, fet out from Brampour on the nineteenth 

of November, with afplendid retinue, together 
Vifier with a reinforcement of ten thoufand horfe. He 
takes the took the command of the army upon his arrival 
ofThear-̂  *n t îe mountains, and Eradit remained as his 
a>y. lieutenant; the emperor diftrufling more the abi­

lities than the courage and fidelity of that Omrah. 
The name of Afiph, at the head of the army, 
llruck the confederates with a panic. They were 
no (Bangers to his fame; and they began- to be 
conquered in their own minds. They refolved 
to retreat from their advantageous pofl. Lodi 
remonftrated in vain. They had taken their re­

faction,



folution, and would not hear him. His haughty A. D. 
fpirit was difgufted at their cowardice. Several i63>- 
nobles, formerly his friends, had joined him in “ s0‘. 
his misfortunes, with their retinues. They ad- 
hered to his opinion, and refolved to hand by 
his fide. They took poffeffion of advantageous 
ground; and they engaged the vifier with great 
refolution and condud. The battle was long 
equal: numbers at laft prevailed. Lodi and his 
brave friend Diria Chan covered the retreat of 
their party, whilft they themfelves llowly retired.
The field of aflion and the paffes of the moun­
tains remained to the vifier, who immediately 
detached a great part of the army under his lieu­
tenant Eradit to Dowlatabad.

The Nizam, being advanced in, years, was un- T h eN l-  
fit for the fatigues o f the field. He had remain- pofespr°"

. ed in his capital ; but as foon as he heard o f the terms, 
approach of Eradit, he evacuated the city, and 
fhut himfelf up in the citadel, which was thought 
impregnable. Lodi, after his defeat, made the 
belt of his way to Dowlatabad, with an intention 
o f throwing himfelf into that capital, to defend 
it to the laft extremity. Tie was too late by fome 
hours : Eradit was in the city. He fled, and 
took pofleflion o f a pafs near Dowlatabad, where 
he defended himfelf till night, againfl the whole 
force of the Imperialifts. He efcaped in the dark, 
and wandered over Golconda. The army of the 
Nizam had, by this time, thrown themfelves into 
the fortreffes, and the open country was over-run 
by the enemy. To complete the misfortunes of 
that prince, his nobles daily deferted him, with 
their adherents, and joined Shaw jehan. He 
began ferioufly to think o f peace, and di(patched 
ambaffadors both to the emperor. and to the 
vifier.

The
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A. D. The emperor had given inftruftions to Afiph 
to liften to no terms, without a preliminary arti- 

1040. c!e, that Lodi fhould be delivered into his hands, 
'-"■ 'v The affairs o f the Nizam were defperate ; and 
Plight, Lodi was afraid that neceffity would get the better 

of friendflup. He now confidered his allies as his 
greateft enemies, and he refolved to fly from Gol- 
conda. The emperor had forefeen what was to 
happen, and he placed ftrong detachments in all 
the paffes of the mountains. Notwith handing 
this precaution, in fpite of the general orders for 
feizing him difperfed over the country, Lodi forced 
his way, with four hundred men, into M alava,. 
and arrived at the city of Ugein. Shaw Jehan 
was no fooner apprifed of his efcape, than he fent 
Abdaila in purfuit of him with ten thoufand horfe. 
Abdalla came up with the fugitive at Ugein, but 
he efcaped to Debalpour ; and being alfo driven 
from that place, he furprifed Sirong, where he 
feized feveral Imperial elephants; and with thefe 
he took tire route o f Bundela. 

rWsfor- Misfortune purfued Lodi wherever he went.
The Raja’s fon, to gain the emperor’ s favour, fell 
upon him. In the a&ion he loll many of his 
belt friends. Diria was the firft who fell ; and 
the unfortunate Lodi gave up his foul to grief. 
He fled; but it was to accumulated mifery. He 
fell in, the very next day, with the army of A b­
dalla : there fcarce was time for flight. His eld- 
eft fon, Mahommed Aziz, ftopt, with a few 
friends, in a narrow part of the road; and de­
voting their lives for the fafetyof Lodi, were cut 
off to a man. He waited half the night on a 
neighbouring hill, with a vain expectation o f the 
return of his gallant fon. All was filent; and 
the unhappy father was diflolved in tears. The 
noife of arms approached at laft ; but it was the 
enemy, recent from the flaughter o f his fon and

' his



his friends. He fled toward Callenger ; but Seid a .D. 
Amud, the governor o f that place, marched out 
againfl him. A  fkirmifh enfued: Lodi was defeat- 
ed ; Huffein, the only fon left to him, was flain, and '
his adherents were now reduced to thirty horfe- 
men. He was purfued with fuch vehemence, that 
he had not even time for defpair.

Abdalla, hearing o f the low ebb of Lodi’ s for- and death 
tune, divided his army into 1'mall parties, to fcour of Lodl; 
the country. A  detachment under MuzifFer Chan 
fell in with the unfortunate fugitive. When he 
faw the enemy at a fmall diftance, he called toge- 

• ther his thirty followers. “  Misfortune,”  faid he,
“  has devoted me to ruin : it is in vain to ftruggle 
“  longer againfh the fiream. ' I have loft my 
££ fons ; but your attachment, in the laft extreme,
££ tells me I have not loft all my friends. I only 
“  remain of my family, but let me not involve 
tc you in the deflrutlion which overwhelms me 
££ without refource. Your "adherence is a proof 
££ that I have conferred favours upon you ; per- 
C£ mit me to afk one favour in my turn. It is 
££ — that you leave me— and fave yourfelves by 
££ flight.”  They burfl all into tears, and told 
him, that was the only command from him which 
they could not obey. He was filent, and0 gave 
the fignal with his fword to advance. MuzifFer 
was aftonifhed when he faw thirty men marching- 
up againfl his numerous detachment. He ima­
gined they were coming to furrender themfelves.
But when they had come near his line, they put 
their horfes on a gallop, and MuzifFer ordered 
his men to fire. A  ball pierced Lodi through 
the left bread:; he fell dead at the feet o f his 
horfe, and his thirty faithful companions were 
cut off to a man.

Such was the end of Chan Jehan Lodi, after a H^cha- 
feries ©f uncommon misfortunes. He was d e -ra 

V ol, III. S fcended



a . d . fcended of the Imperial family of Lodi, who held 
H3̂  the fceptre of India before the Moguls. His 
1041. mind was as high as his defcent: his courage 

was equal to his ambition. He was full of ho­
nour, and generous in the extreme. His pride 
prevented him from ever gaining an enemy, and 
he never loft a friend. The atiachment of his 
followers to his perfon, is the bell eulogy on the 
benevolence of his mind ; and the fears of the 
emperor are irrefragable proofs of his abilities. 
Thofe misfortunes, therefore, which might have 
excited pity had they fallen upon others, drew 
admiration only on Lodi. We feel companion 
for the weak; great men are a match for adver- 
fity : the conteft is equal, and we yield to no 
emotion but furprize.

Negoc'a- When the news of the death of Lodi arrived 
m i, orokr- jn fjle l mperjal camp, Shaw Jehan betrayed every 

fymptbm of joy. 'The head of the unfortunate 
rebel was placed above one of the gates of the 
city of Brampour. Abdalla was careffed for his 
fervices. Valuable prefents were given him, and 
he was dignified with the fplendid title of, T he
SUN OF O m RAHS, A N D  THE VICTORIOUS IN  WAR.
Muziffer, whofe fortune it was to kill Lodi, was 
raifed to the dignity of the deceafed, being af­
terwards diftinguifhed by the name of Chan Je­
han. The negociations for the re-eftablifhment 
of peace between the emperor and the confederate 
prh s of the Decan, was, in the mean time, 
broke off by the too great demands on the part 
o f Shaw Jehan. Hofliiities were accordingly 
recommenced, and Eradit was left in the com­
mand of the army ; the public bufirtefs demand­
ing the prefence of the vifier at court. The con­
federates had, as has been already obferved, re­
tired from the field into their ftrong holds. The 
war was converted into a fucceffion o f lieges. The 
forireffes were ftrong, the garriions determined,

and



and the Imperialifts unfkilful; but the emperor a . d . 
was obftinate, and would not abate from his firft l6?!- 
demands. The confequence was, that Shaw Je- T04gi’. 
han, after a war o f two years, in which he loft 
multitudes of men by famine, difeafe, and the 
fw ord; and after having expended prodigious 
treafures, found himfelf poffeii'ed of a few forts, 
his army tired out with ineffectual hoftilities, and 
the enemy diftreffed, but not vanquished.

A  minute detail of unimportant campaigns Progrefsof 

would be tedious and dry. Uninterefting par- 
ticulars and events fcarce ftamp a fufficient value 
on time, to merit the pen of the hiftorian. In 
the futn ner of 163.1, Damawir, the ftrongeft 
fort in Golconda was taken. In the beginning of 
the year 1632, Candumar in Tellingan t, which 
was deemed impregnable, fed into the hands of 
the Imperialifts. Little treafure was found in 
either. The Patan princes never had a difpoiition 
for hoarding up wealth. A  fierce, warlike, and 
independent race o f men, they valued the hard 
tempered lieel o f rheir fwords more than gold and 
filver, which the reft of mankind fo much prize.

On the eighteenth day o f July, 16 3 1 ,  died in Beatĥ nd 
child-bed, about two hours after the birth of a^fe 'lut- 
princefs, the favourite Sultana, Arjemund Banu, tana, 
the daughter of Afiph Jah. She had been twen­
ty years married to Shaw Jehfln, and bore him a 
child aim oft every year. Four fons and four 
daughters furvived her. When her hufband af- 
cended the throne, he dignified her with the title 
of Mumtaza Zemani, or, I h e  m o s t  e x a l t e d  

o f  T H E  A G E .  Though Ihe Seldom interfered in 
public affairs, Shaw Jehan owed the empire to 
her influence with her father. Nor was he 
ungrateful: he loved her living, and lamented 
her when dead. Calm, engaging, and mild 
in her difpofition, Ihe engroffed his whole

S 2 affeftion :



150  THE H I S T O R Y  OF HINDOST AN.

A. D. affe&ion : and though he maintained a number 
o f women for date, they were only the flaves of 

1042'. her pleafure. She was fuch an enthufiaft in Deifm, 
that ihe fcarce could forbear perfecuting the Por- 
tuguefe for theif fuppofed idolatry ; and it was 
only on what concerned that nation, file differed 
her temper, which was naturally placid, to be 
ruffled. To exprefs his refpect for her memory, 
the emperor railed, at Agra, a tomb to her name, 
which coft in building the amazing fum of feven 
hundred and fifty thoufand pounds.

Public ca- The death of the Sultama was followed by pub- 
< .unities. jjc calamities of various kinds. The war in the 

Decail produced nothing but the defolation of 
that country. An extraordinary drought, which 
burnt up all vegetables, dried up the rivers, and 
rent the very ground, occafioned a dreadful fa­
mine. The Imperial camp could not be fupplied 
with provifions : diftrefs prevailed over the whole 
face of the empire. Shaw Jehan remitted the taxes 
in many of the provinces, to the amount of three 
millions fterling ; he even opened the treafury for 
the relief of the poor ; but money could not pur- 
chafe bread : a prodigious mortality enfued; dif- 
eafe followed clofe on the heels of famine, and 
death ravaged every corner of India. The fcar- 
city o f provifions prevailed inPerfia: the famine 
raged with ftill greater violence in the Wefiern 
1 artary. No rain had fallen for feven years in 
that country. Populous and flourifhing provinces 
were converted into folitudes and defarts ; and a 
few, who efcaped the general calamity, wandered 
through depopulated cities alone.

T t y  con- But as if famine and difeafe were not fufficient 
fue ftTr̂ 3 to deftroy mankind, Afiph Jah, who had refumed 
peace. the command of the army, affffled them with the 

fvvord. He trod down the fcanty harveft in the
Decan;



Decan ; and ravaged with fire and fword the a . d . 
kingdom of Bijapour. Adil Shaw, the fovereign 33- 
of the country, came into terms when nothing ,043'. 
was left worthy o f defence. He promifed to pay '—  
an annual tribute to the houfe of Timur, and 
to own himfelf a dependant on the empire. Mo­
ney was extorted from the Nizam, and from 
Kuttub, prince of Tellingana. The conditions 
were, That the emperor Ihould remove his army; 
but that he fhould retain, by way of fecurity for 
their future behaviour, the flrong holds which 
had fallen into his hands. Such was the end of a 
war, begun from motives o f conqueft, and con­
tinued through pride. The emperor, after 
fquandering a great treafure, and lofing a multi­
tude of men, fat down without extending his 
limits, without acquiring reputation. His great 
fuperiority in point of flrength, when compared 
to the fmall force o f the confederates, prevented 
battles which might yield him renown. He waft­
ed his ftrength on fieges, and had to contend 
with greater evils than the fwords of the enemy.
He, however, humbled the Patan power in India, 
which, during the diftradlions occafioned by his 
own rebellion in the preceding reign, had become 
formidable to the family of Timur.

The emperor returned not to Agra, from the °f 
unprofitable war in the Decan, till the feventh of ror to 

March of the year 1633. Eradit was left in Agra, 
the city of Brampour, in his former office of 
governor of Chandeifh. He, however, did not 
long continue to execute the duties of a cornmif- 
fion which was the greatefl the emperor could be­
llow The command of the army ftationed on 
the frontiers of the Decan, had been annexed to 
the fubafhip of the province ; and though Shaw 
Jehan was in no great terror of Eradit’s abilities, 
he, at that time, placed no truft in his fidelity.

The



A.D. The command and the province were offered to 
the vifier ; who was alarmed left it might be a pre- 

1043 tence of removing him from the prefence. He 
covered his diflike to the meafure with an act of 
generofitv. He recommended Mohabet to the 
office deftined for himfeif; and the emperor, 
though, from a jealoufy of that lord’s reputation, 
he had kept him during the war in the command 
of the army near Brampour, confented to grant 
his requeft. He, however, infmuated to Moha­
bet, that he could not {pare him from his councils; 
and, therefore, recommended to him to appoint 
his font Chan Ziman his deputy, in the province 
of Chandeifh.

Perfectly The emperor had obferved, that during the 
Hindoos.* 6 diftrefs occafioned by the late famine, the fuper- 

ftitious Hindoos!, inftead of cultivating their lands, 
flew to the fhrines of their gods. Though nei­
ther an enthufiaft, nor even attached to any fyftem 
of religion, he was enraged at their negledt of 
the means of fubfiftence, for the uncertain relief 
to be obtained by prayer. “  They have a thou* 
fand gods,”  laid he, “  yet the thoufand have not 
been able to guard them from famine. This army 
of divinities,”  continued he, “  inftead o f being 
beneficial to their votaries, diftratt their attention 
by their own numbers ; and 1 am therefore de­
termined to expel them from my empire.”  Thefe 
were the words of Shaw Jehan, when he figned 
an edref for breaking down the idols, and for 
demolifhing the temples of the Hindoos. The 
measure 'ras Impolitic, and, in the event, cruel. 
1 he zealous followers of the Brahmin religion 
rofe in defence ot their gods, and many enthu- 
fiafts were maflacred in their prefence. Shaw 
Jehan law the impropriety of the periecution ; he 
recalled the edict, and was heard to fay, “  That 
a prince who wanes to have fubjects, mud take

them



them with all the trumpery and bavvbles of their A. n. 
religion. H.g.

Soon after this infult on the fuperl'lition of 1044. 
Brahma, letters were received at court from Cafim 
Chan, governor of Bengal. Cafim complained 
to the emperor, that he was very much disturbed :.orr plains 

in the duties of his office by a parcel oi European 
idolaters, for fo he called the Portugueze, who 
had been permitted to eftablifh themfelves at Hug- 
ley, for the purpofes of trade ; that, inftead of 
confining their attention to the bufinefs of mer­
chants, they had fortified themfelves in that 
place, and were become fo infolent, that they com­
mitted many a&s of violence upon the fubjetts 
of the empire, and prefumed to exafl; duties from 
all the boats and veffels which palled by their fort.
The emperor wrote him in the following laconic 
manner: “ Expel thefe idolaters from my domi­
nions.” The feverity of this order proceeded
from another caufe. . .

W h e n  Shaw Jehan, after the battle at the Nir.The.rjn-
bidda, found himfelf obliged to take refuge  ̂111 shaw Je- 
the eaflern provinces, he puffed through Orixa^n. 
into Bengal. When he arrived in the neighbour­
hood of Dacca, Michael Rodriguez, who com­
manded the Portugueze forces at Hugley, paid 
him a vifit of ceremony. Shaw Jehan, after the 
hr ft compliments were over, requefled the alii fi­
ance of Rodriguez, with his foldiers and aitnlery , 
making large promifes of favour and emolument, 
fliould he 'himfelf ever come to the poffeffion of 
the throne of Hindoftan. The governor faw the 
defperate condition of the prince s affairs, and 
would not grant his requeft. He nad the impru­
dence to add infult to his retufa., by insinuating, 
that he would be afhamed of ferving under a rebel, 
who had wantonly taken up arms againU his fa­
ther andfovereign. Shaw Jehan was filent; but



a . D . he laid up the farcafm in his mind. He, there- 
Hig3.' f ° re’ li^ened with ardour to the reprefentations 
1044. of Cafim ; and ordered him to invert Hugley.

/ Caiim, in confequence of Imperial orders, ap- 
taken by peared with an army before the Portugueze faCto- 
aliauit. ry. Their force was not fufficient to face him

in the field; and he immediately made his ap­
proaches in form. A  breach was made, and the 
ditch filled up in a few days; and the Imperialifts 
carried the place by affault. The Portugueze, 
however, behaved with bravery. They continued 
to fight from their houfes. Many were killed, 
and the living propofed terms. They offered half 
their effeCts to Cafim ; they promifed to pay an 
annual tribute o f four lacks, upon condition that 
they fhould be permitted to remain in the country, 
in their former privileges of trade. The viCtor 
would lirten to no terms until they laid down their 
arms. 1  hree thoufand fouls fell into his hands. 
Their lives were fpared ; but the images, which 
.had given fo much offence to the favourite Sulta­
na, were broken down and deftroyed. Thefe 
were the firft hoftilities againft Europeans re­
corded in the hiftories of theEaft.

R e v o lt  o f  The petty war with the Portugueze, was fuc- 
of! Runet! - ceeded by the fecond revolt of the Raja o f Bun- 
ia. dela. The terms impofed upon him at the reducti­

on of his country by Mohabet, were too fevere; 
and he only had remained quiet to prepare for 
another effort againft the Imperial power. Au- 
rungzebe, the third fon of the emperor, was fent 
againft him, under the tuition of Nuferit, the 
Suba of Malava. This was the firft opportunity 
given to that young lion of rioting in blood. The 
Raja, though much inferior in force, was obfti- 
nate and brave. Poffeffed of many ftrong holds, 
he refolved to Hand upon the defenfive, againft an 
enemy whom he could not, with any affurance of

victory,



vi£tory, face in the field. The war was pro- A . d . 

trailed for two years. Judger Singh maintained ! ?̂s* 
every pod to the la d ; and he yielded in one 1044. 
place, only to retire with accumulated fortitude -"-v '—̂ 
to another. Aurungzebe, though but thirteen 
years of age, difplayed that martial intrepidity 
which didinguiflied the red of his life. He 
could not, by the influence of Nuferit, be re- 
drained in the camp : he was prefent in every 
danger, and {hewed an elevation of mind in the 
time of aftion, which proved that he was born 
for tumult and war.

The lad place which remained to the Raja was His mif- 
his capital city ; and in this he was clofely beiieged. [°r'a'vue"y ’ 
He was hemmed in on every fide by the Imperial 
army ; and the circle grew narrower every day. 
Refolution was at lad converted into defpair.
His braved foldiers were cut off: his friends had 
gradually fallen. The helplefs part of his family, 
his women and children, remained. He propofed 
terms; but his fortunes were too low to obtain 
them. To leave them to the enemy, would be 
dilhonourable ; to remain himfelf, certain death 
to him, but no relief to them. He fet fire to 
the town; and he efcaped through the flames 
which overwhelmed his family. A  few horfemen 
were the companions of his flight; and Nuferit 
followed ciofe on their heels for two hundred 
miles. The Raja at lad eroded the Nirbidda, 
and penetrated into the country of Canduana.

The unfortunate prince was, at length, o v e r - a n d  death, 

come with fatigue. He came* into a fored, and 
finding a pleafant plain in the middle, he refolved 
to halt; dreaming o f no danger in the center of 
an impervious wood. Both he and his followers 
alighted, and, tying their horfes to trees, betook 
themfelves to red. A  barbarous race o f men 
poflefled the country round. They had not feen

the



a  D. the Raja’s troop, but the neighing of his horfes 
Jed fome of them to the fpot. Looking from the 

1044. thicket into the narrow plain where the fugitives 
-y — lay, they perceived, to their aftonilhment, a 

number of men richly dreffed, fleeping on the 
ground ; and fine horfes Handing near, with fur­
niture of filver and gold. The temptation was too 
great to be withftood by men who had never feen 
fo much wealth before. They rulhed upon the 
ftrangers ; and dabbed them in their fleep. While 
they were yet dividing the fpoil, Nuferit came. 
The robbers were flain ; and the head of the Raja 
was brought back to the army, which Nuferit 
had left under the command of Aurungzebe. In 
the vaults of the Raja’s palace were found to the 
value of three millions in filver coin, in gold, 
and in jewels, which Aurungzebe laid at the feet 
of his father, as the firft fruit of his victories. 
He was received with uncommon demonftrations 
of joy ; and Nuferit, for his fervices, was raifed 
to a higher rank of nobility.

Marriages During thefe tranfaclions, all remained quiet 
princes at court" The emperor applied to public bufinefs ; 
nara and nor was he forgetful of pleafure. Though dur- 
SuT ‘ ing the life of the Sultana, his affections were 

confined to her alone, he became diffolute after her 
deceafe. The vaft number of women whom he kept 
for ftate in his haram, had among them many 
enchanting beauties. He wandered from one 
charming objeCt to another, without fixing his 
mind on any; and enjoyed their converfation, 
without being the dupe of their art. The daugh­
ter of his brother Purvez was now grown into 
marriageable years ; and he gave her to wife to 
his eldeff fon Dara, whom he deftined for the 
throne, Suja, bis fecond fon, was at the fame 
time married to the daughter of Ruflum Suffavi, 
of the royal line of Perfia. The ceremonies of

thefe



thefe two marriages were attended with uncom- a d. 
mon pomp and feftivity : eight hundred and fe- ŝe­
venty-five thoufand pounds were expended out of ^  
the public treafury alone ; and the nobles con-x 
tended with one another in expenfive entertain­
ments and fhews.

Though the jealoufy of the emperor prevented Mohabet 
Mohabet for fome time from taking upon himfelf 
the Subalhip of Chandeilh, and command of the 
army on the frontiers, that lord was at lad per­
mitted to retire to his government. His aftive 
genius could not remain idle long. Diffatisfied 
with the conduct of his predeceffor Eradit, who 
had carried on the late unfuccefsful war in the 
Decan, he found means of renewing holtilities 
with the Nizam. He led accordingly the Impe­
rial army into the kingdom of Goiconda. The 
Nizam was no match for that able general in the 
field, and he (hut himfelf up in the citadel of 
Dowlatabad. Mohabet iat down before it ; but 
for the fpace of fix months he could make little 
impreffion upon it ; from it, uncommon ftrength 
and fituation.

The citadel of Dowlatabad is built on a foiid Takes 
rock, almoft perpendicular on every fide, which 
rifes one hundred and forty yards above the plain.
The circumference o f the outermoft wall is five 
thoufand yards ; the thicknefs, at the foundation, 
five; the height fifteen. The fpace within is divided 
into nine fortifications, feparated by ftrong walls, 
rifing gradually above one another toward the 
center, by which means each commands that 
which is next to it beneath. The entrance is by 
a fubterraneous paflage cut from the level of the 
plain, which rifes into the centre of the inner 
fort, by a winding ftair-cafe. On the outfide, 
the entrance is fecured with iron gates; the top 
of the ftair-cafe is covered with a mafty grate, on 
which a large fire is kept during a fiege. But

the



A .  d . the ftrength o f Dowlatabad was not proof againfl: 
h 3̂ treachery. Fatte, the fon of Maleck Amber, who 
,044. was the governor, fold it to Mohabet for a fum 

of money, and an annual penfion o f twenty-five 
thoufand pounds, fecured on the Imperial trea- 
fury.

T h e  N i-  The old Nizam was dead before the treachery 
fined™” '  ° f  Fatte had delivered up the impregnable fortrefs 

of Dowlatabad to Mohabet. An infant fucceeded 
him ; and Fatte chofe to make terms for himfelf, 
under the uncertainty of the young prince’s for­
tunes. The delivery of the Nizam into the hands 
of the Imperial general, was one of the conditions 
impofed on Fatte for the bribe which he received. 
The prince was carried to Agra. He was treated 
with apparent refpeft and kindnefs by the empe­
ror ; but it was dangerous to permit him to re­
main at large. He was ordered into confinement 
in the caftle o f G ualiar; with an attendance of 
women and fervants to alleviate his captivity. 
His dominions, in the mean time, were annexed 
to the empire; and Mohabet, with his wonted 
abilities, eftablifhed the form of government, by 
which the new province was to be, for the future, 
regulated.

folheDe an m̂o^ty  an^ jealoufy which broke out
can. afterwards among the princes, the four fons of 

Shaw Jehan, made their firft appearance at this 
time. Aurungzebe, who fhewed a courage and 
underftanding beyond his years, was in great fa­
vour with the emperor. He delighted to encou­
rage him in the martial exercifes, which the 
prince ardently loved; and though he did not 
abate in his regard for his other fons, they re­
pined at the preference given to Aurungzebe. 
A  feat which that prince performed on his birth­
day, when he entered his fifteenth year, {length­
ened his interefl in his father’s affe&ions. He

fought



fought on horfeback againft an elephant, in the a . d. 
prefence of the emperor and the whole court; 
and by his dexterity killed that enormous animal. 1044. 
The whole empire rung with his prtyfe ; and the '
adfion was celebrated in verfe by Saib Selim, 
the belt poet of the age. The prince Suja, natu­
rally high-fpirited and jealous, {hewed violent 
figns of difcontent at the preference given to Au- 
rungzebe. He began to look upon his younger 
brother as defigned for the throne; and his 
haughty mind could not endure the thought.
He wiffied to be abfent from a fcene which gave 
him uneafinefs; and he prevailed on Mohabet to 
write to the emperor, requefting that he fhould 
be fent to him to the Decan. Shaw Jehan con- 
fented. Suja was created an Omrah of five thou- 
fand horfe; and, having received fixty thoufand 
pounds for his expences from the treafury, he 
took leave of his father.

Dara, the Imperial prince, highly refented the TeaWy 
honours conferred on Suja. He himfelf had hi- of D<ira‘ 
therto remained at court, without either office or 
eftablifhment. He complained to his father with 
great vehemence; and the latter endeavoured to 
footh his fon, by infinuating, that from his great 
affedtion for him, he could not permit him to 
take the field; and that, in the palace, there 
was no need of the parade of a military command.
Dara would not be fatisfied with thefe reafons; 
and the emperor, to make him eafy, gave him 
the command of fix thoufand horfe. The prince, 
however, could not forget the prior honours of 
Suja. He was told that Mohabet defigned that 
prince for the throne; and there were fome 
grounds for fufpicion on that head. Had Shaw 
Jehan had a ferious defign of favouring Suja, 
he could not have fallen upon more elfedlual 
means of ferving him, than by placing him un­

der



A. d . der the tuition o f  fo able an officer as Mohabet. 
r 3̂3• But lie had no intention o f that kind. He had 
1044. fixed on Dara as his fucceflbr ; though there was 

v— ' little policy in his placing Suja in the channel of 
acquiring the favour of the army, a knowledge 
of the world, and a fuperior fkill in war. It was 
upon lhefe grounds, that Darajuflly complained; 
and the iequel w ill ffiew, that he judged better 
than his father of the confequences.

Emperor’? On the fifth of April, 1634, the emperor 
marched from Agra toward Lahore. He moved 
flowly, taking the diverfion of hunting in all the 
forefis on the way. He himfelf uras an excellent 
fportfman; and the writer of his life relates, that 
he ffidt forty deer with his own hand, before he 
reached Delhi. In that citv he remained a few 
days; and then proceeded to Lahore, where he 
arrived after a journey of more than a month. 
The governors of the northern provinces met 
the emperor near the city; and, with thefe and 
his own retinue, Shaw Jehan went with great 
pomp to vifit the tomb of his father. He dif- 
tinguiffied, by peculiar attention and afts of fa­
vour, Mirza Bakir and Sheich Beloli, two learned 
men, w'ho refided at Lahore; and, having made 
a confiderable prefent to the Fakiers, who kept 
up the perpetual lamp in his father’s tomb, he 
fet out lor the kingdom of Caffimire, on the 
limits of which he arrived on the thirteenth of 
June. Pleafure was his only bufinefs to Caffi­
mire. He relaxed his mind from public affairs 
for lbme days, and amufed himfelf with viewing 
the curious fprings, the cafcades, the hanging 
woods, and the lakes, which diverfiiy the de­
lightful and romantic face of that beautiful coun­
try. His progrefs wars celebrated in verfe by 
Mahommed Jan : but his care for the ftate loon 
brought him back to Lahore.

The



The Prince Suja arrived in the Imperial army A. D . 

in the Decan, while Mohabet was yet fettling 
the affairs of the conquered dominions of the >044. 
Nizam. The general received him with all the 
dittinCtion due to his birth, and foon after putSdare- 
his troops in motion toward Tellingana. The d 
enemy forfook the field, and betook themfelves 
to their ftrong holds. Mohabet fat down before 
B iz id a ; but the garrifon defended the place 
with fuch obltinacy, that the Imperialifts made 
little progrefs. The warm valour of Suja could 
not brook delay. He attributed to the inactivity 
o f Mohabet, what proceeded from the bravery 
o f the enemy, and the ftrength of the place.
He railed by his murmuring a diffenfion between 
the officers of the army. Mohabet remonllrat- 
ed againlt the behaviour of Suja ; and gave him 
to underhand, that he himfelf, and not the 
prince, commanded the troops. Suja was obfti- 
nate. Mohabet fent expreffes to court, and the 
prince was recalled. He was enraged beyond 
meafure at this indignity : but it was prudent to 
obey. He left the camp ; and Mohabet, fal­
ling fick, was obliged to raife the liege. He 
returned to Brampour ; and his diforder having 
increafed in the march, put a period to his life 
in a very advanced age.

Mohabet was one of the molt extraordinary Death and 
characters that ever figured in India.  ̂ Severe in of Moha- 
difpofition, haughty in command, rigid in the bet, 

execution of his orders, he was feared and re- 
fpeCted, but never beloved by an indolent and ef­
feminate race o f m^n. In conduCt he was un­
rivalled, in courage he had few equals, and 
none in fuccefs. In the field he was active, oar­
ing and intrepid, always in perfeCt poffellion of 
his own mind. His abilities feerned to rife with 
the occafion ; and Fortune could prefent nothing

in



a . D. in battle which his prudence had not forefeen.
In his political character, he was bold in his re- , 

1044'. folves, active and determined in execution. As
-----v— his own foul was above fear, he was an enemy

to cruelty ; and he was fo hone ft himfelf, that he 
feldom fufpeCted others. His demeanor was lofty 
and referved; his manner full o f dignity and 
grace: he was generous and always fincere. He 
attempted high and arduous things, ratrher from 
a love of danger than from ambition; and when 
he had attained the fummit of greatnefs, and 
might have refted there, he defcended the pre­
cipice, • becaufe it was full of peril. Jehangire 
owed twice to him his throne ; once to his valour, 
and once to his moderation; and his name gave 
the empire to Shaw Jehan, more than the friend- 
fhip of Afiph Jah.

Anecdotes Notwitbftanding the great abilities of Moha- 
bet, he feemed to be fenfible of his own merit, 
and confcious o f his importance in the ftate. He 
was punctilious about rank ; and would upon no 
occafion give place to tbe vifier ; who would not 
relinquifh the precedence which he derived from 
his high office. Ihedifpute tvas carried fo high 
between thefe two great men in the beginning 
o f the reign o f Shawjehan, that it was agreed 
they fhould not come to court on the fame day. 
The emperor did not chufe to interfere in the 
conteft : they were . both his benefactors, both 
were powerful in the ftate ; and it would not be 
prudent to difoblige one, by giving preference 
to the claims o f the other. He, however, wras 
at laft prevailed upon to decide in favour of 
Afiph: And he made his excufe to Mohabet, 
by faying, “  I bat in all civilized governments 
the fword fhould yield to the pen.”  Mohabet 
fubmitted; but -he avoided ever after, as much

as



as poffible, the ceremony o f appearing publicly a . d . 
in the prefence of the emperor. ^35 •

Thefe difputes, though they did not break ,0/4. 
out into" an open rupture between the vifier and 
Mohabet, were the fource of a coldnefs between 
them. Shaw jehan was at no pains to reconcile 
them. He was unwilling to throw the influence 
of both into one channel ; and by alternately fa­
vouring each, he .kept alive their jealoufy. Mo­
habet had a numerous party at court; and they 
had once alpbft ruined the power of Afiph by 
recommending him to the emperor, as the only 
fit man for fettling the affairs of the Decan. His 
commiffion. was ordered without his knowledge ; 
but he fell upon means of turning the artillery 
of the enemy upon themfclves. He perfuaded 
the emperor that Mohabet only was fitAo con­
duit the w ar; at the fame time that he made a 
merit with that general, of transferring to him 
a government the mofh lucrative and important 
in the empire.

The emperor, upon the death of Mohabet, fe- EmbaflV 

parated the command of the army from the go- lji‘  
vernment o f the Decan. Iflam Chan became ge­
neral of the forces, with the title of paymafter- 
general; and the Subaftlip was conferred on Chan 
Ziman, the fon o f Mohabet. In the beginning 
of January 1635 , Tirbiet Chan returned from 
his embaffy to Mahommed, prince or Balick.
That lord had been fent to Mahommed to demand 
redrefs for the incurfions o f his fuojefts into tne 
northern provinces. Mahommed excufed the in- 
fult, in fubmiffive letters, accompanied with pre- 
fents; the moll valuable of which, to a prince 
o f Shaw Jehan’s amorous difpofition, was the 
young and beautiful Malika Shade, the daughter 
o f Mahommed Sultan, lineally defeended from 
Timur. The emperor received this northern

Von. III. T  beauty



.a * T\ beauty witb excefs of jo y ; and foon forgot the 
invafions of the Ufbecs in her charms.

:o44- Shaw Jehan, after his return from Cafhmire,
EnTperor̂  contin«ed for fome time at Lahore. He left 
returns to that city on the 27th of January, and arrived 
Agra. at Agra on the 23d of March, 16 35 . Nadira, 

the daughter o f Purvez, and wife o f the Impe- 
1 ial piince Dara, was brought to bed, on the way, 
o f a fon; who received the name of Soliman She- 
ko from his grancnather. Great rejoicings were 
made upon the birth of the prince ; and the em­
peror, upon the occafion, mounted a new throne, 
formed of folid gold, emboffed with various 
figures, and ftudded with precious ftones. The 
throne had been feven years in finifning, and 
the expence o f the jewels only amounted to 
twelve hundred and fifty thoufand pounds o f our 
money. It was afterwards diftinguifhed by the 
name of Tuckt i aous, or the Peacock Throne, from 
having the figures o f two peacocks (landing be­
hind it with their tails fpread, which were ftud­
ded with jewels o f various colours to reprefent 
the life. Between the peacocks flood a parrot 
of the ordinary fize, cut out of one emerald. 
The fineft jewel in the throne was a ruby, which 
had fallen into the hands of Timur when he plun­
dered Delhi in the year 1398. Jehangire, with 
peculiar barbarity, diminifhed the beauty and luf- 
tre of theftone, by engraving upon it"his own 
name and tines ; and when he was reproved for 
this piece of vanity by the favourite Sultana, he 
replied, “  Ihisftone will perhaps carry my name 
down further through time, than the empire of 
the houfe of T im ur.”

Promoti- The LefTIval on account of the birth of So'i- 
man, was fucceeded by various promotions at 
court. Aurungzebe was created an Omrah of 
five thoufand horfe; and the vifier was raifed to

the
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the high dignity of captain-general of the Imperial a . D. 
forces. Shaw Jehan was not altogether difinte- ^s* 
refted in conferring this honour on Aliph. He ,044. 
paid him a vifit in his own houfe upon his ap p o in t-■-v'*-' 
ment, and received a prefent of five lacks of rou- 
pees ; which he immediately added to the fum of 
one million and an half fierlin^, which he laid 
out in the courfe of the year on public buildings, 
and on canals for bringing water to Agra.

T  2 S H A W
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C H A P .  III.

Emperor s expedition to the Decan—Reduction of that 
country— Death of Chan Ziman—An infurreclion 
in Behar— fuelled—Candahar reftored to the em­
pire—Invafion from Affam—Reduction of Tibet—  
Oppreffive governors punijhed—Prince Suja nar­
rowly efcapes from the flames of Rajamahil— 
An embaffy to Conjlantinople— Calamities in the 
■ northernprovinces— Death and character of Aflph 
fa t — Tirbiet punifhed for opprejfion— An inva­

fion threatened from Perfla—Interrupted by the 
death of Shaw Sefi.

^636." S haw JE H A N , whether moft prompted by 
avarice or by ambition is uncertain, formed a 

v— refolution to reduce the Mahommedan fovereign- 
The em- ries of the Decan into provinces of the Mogul 
FoTvTsT emP*re' hhe conquefts made by his generals 
invade Ae were partial. They had laid wafte, but had not 
becan. fubdued, the country ; and when moft fuccefsful, 

they impofed contributions rather than a tribute 
on the enemy. Even the great abilities of Mo- 
habet were not attended with a fuccefs equal to 
the fanguine hopes of the emperor; and all his 
profpefts of conqueft vanifhed at the death of 
that able general. Shaw Jehan, though addicted

to



to the enervating pleafures of the haram, was a . n. 
rouzed by his ambition to mark his reign with jj?6- 
fome fplendid conqueft; “  For it is not lo'̂ i
enough,”  he faid, “  for a great prince to fend '-t ''**'' 
“  only to his pofterity the dominions which he 
“  has received from his fathers.”  The thought 
was more magnificent than wife. To improve 
the conquefts of his fathers with true policy, 
would be more ufeful to his pofterity, and 
more glorious to himfelf, than to exbauft his 
ftrength in violent efforts to extend the limits 
o f his empire. Fie however had determined on 
the meafure; and the advice of his moll prudent 
Omrahs and counfellors was defpifed.

On the firftof October, 1636, he fet out from H efetsou t 

Agra with his ufual pomp and magnificence. j,rr°a?  A~ 
Dowlatabad was the point to which he directed 
his march ; but his progrefs was politically flow.
He had given orders to the governors of the pro­
vinces to join him with their forces as he advanced; 
and the diftance o f many of them from the in­
tended feene o f adlion, required time to bring them 
to the field. The prince Aurungzebe attended 
his father on this expedition, and was highly in 
favour. He propofed, with a youthful ardor 
which pleafed the emperor, to take a circuit with 
thelmperial camp, through the province of Bundela, 
to view the ftrong holds which he himfelf, under 
the tuition of Nuferit, had fome time before ta­
ken from the unfortunate Judger Singh. The 
emperor had not as yet collected a force fufficient 
to enfure fuccefs to his arms ; and to gain time, 
he liftened to the requeft of his fon. The whole 
of the year was paffed in premeditated delays, 
and in excurfions o f hunting ; fo that the empe­
ror did not arrive in the Decan till the latter end 
o f the rainy feafon of the 1637 of the Chriftian 
sera.

The



A r>. TheSubasof the different provinces had, with 
r|_38. theij. troops, joined the emperor on his march. 
io4s Hts force was prodigious when he entered the bor- 

—x-' ders of the enemy. On his arrival at Dowlata- 
H e ja y s  bad, he was able to form twelve different armies, 
enemy's6 w.hich, under twelve leaders, he fent into the 
country, kingdoms of Bijapour and Tellingana. The 

princes of the country had cclle&ed their forces, 
but they knew not to which quarter they fhould 
diredt their march. The Imperialifts formed a 
circle round them, and war was at once in all 
parts of their dominions. The orders o f the 
emperor were barbarous and cruel. He fubmit- 
ted the open country to fire ; and garrifons that 
refilled were put to the fword. “  War is an evil,”  
he faid ; “  and eompaffion contributes only to 
render that evil permanent.”  The eaflern writers 
defcribe the miferies of the Decan in the peculiar 
hyperboles of their difiion. “  Towns and cities,”  
fay they, “  were feen in flames on every fide ; the 
hills were fhaken with the continual roar of artillery, 
and tigers and the wild beafts of the defart fled from 
the rage of men.”  One hundred and fifteen towns 
and cattles were taken and deflroyed in the courfe 
o f the year. The emperor fate, in the mean time, 
aloft in the citadel of Dowlatabad, and looked 
down, with horrid joy, on the tempeft which 
he himfelf had raifed around, 

which fub- 1  he devaffations committed by the exprefs or­
ders of the emperor, had at 3aft the intended ef­
fect on the fovereigns of Tellingana and Bija­
pour. Shut up in their flrongeft forts, they 
could not aflift their fubjefls, who were either 
ruined or mafiacred without mercy around them. 
Theyjpropofed peace in the moff humble and lup- 
plicating terms. Shaw Jehan took advantage of 
their neceffities, and impofed fevere conditions.

They



They were eftablifhed, by commiffion from the a . d . 
emperor, as hereditary governors of their own ^?8- 
dominions, upon agreeing to- give a large annual IOJ'. 
tribute, the firfl payment of which was to be 
made at the figning o f the treaty. The princes 
befides were to acknowledge the emperor and his 
fucceffors lords paramount of the Decan in all 
their public deeds, and to defign themfelves,
The humble fubje&s of the empire o f the Mo­
guls.

The treaty being figned and ratified, the em- Emperor 
peror left his fon Aurungzebe under the tuition Ajmere.° 
o f Chan Ziman, the fon o f Mohabet, at the head 
o f a confiderable force, to awe his new fubjefts.
In the ftrong holds which had fallen into his hands 
during the war, he placed garrifons ; and having 
left the Decan, took the route of Ajmere. On 
the eighth of December, 1638, he arrived in that 
city, and vifited the fhrine of Moin ul Dien, 
more from a defire to pleafe the fuperftitious 
among his courtiers, than from his own devoti­
on. He had not remained long at Ajmere when 
the prince Aurungzebe arrived, to celebrate his 
nuptials with the daughter of Shaw Nawaz, the 
fon of Afiph Jah . The yifier, who had remain­
ed during the war at Agra, to manage the civil 
affairs o f the empire, came to join the court at 
Ajmere, accompanied by Morad, the emperor’s 
youngeft fon, and was prefent at the fplendid 
feftival held in honour of the marriage of his 
grandfon with his grand-daughter.

Soon after the departure of Aurungzebe from Heath of 
the army in the Decan, Chan Ziman fell fick and „jaan" 
died. His death was much regretted by the whole 
empire. Calm, manly, and generous, he was 
efteemed, refpe&ed, and beloved. He was pof- 
feffed o f all the polite accomplifhments of the 
gentleman: he was a brave general, a good

ftatefman,



A ;®- ftatefman, an excellent fcholar, and a poet.
Hi*.' Under his original name of Mirza Amani, he 

publifhed a colledlion of his poems, which are 
hdl in high repute for their energy and elegance 
over all the Taft. The emperor was fo fenfible 
of the high merit of Chan Ziman, that he fin- 
cerely lamented his death, and fpoke much in 
his praife in the hall of the prefence, before the 
whole nobility. “  We did not mil's,”  faid he, 
“  the abilities o f Mohabet, till we loft his fon.”  
Aurungzebe received immediate orders to repair 
to the Decan, and to take upon himfelf the foie 
command of the Imperial army, ftationed in the 
conquered provinces!

Uon m eB e DurinS jhefe tranfaftions in Ajmere, the revolt 
har.in “ e" ° f  the Raja of Budgepour happened in the pro­

vince of Behar. The emperor detached a part 
o f the army under Abdalla to fupprefs the infur- 
rechon. Abdalia at the fame time received a 
commiffion to govern Behar in quality of Suba. 
He attacked and defeated the Raja on his firft 
arrival ; and that unfortunate prince, whofe love 
or independence had made him overlook his own 
want of power, was reduced fo the laft extremity. 
He Ihut himfelf up in a fortrefs which was invert­
ed on all fides. When a breach was made in the 
walls, and the orders for the affault were iflued, 
the Raja came out of his caftle, leading his chil­
dren in his hand. He might have been par­
doned ; but his wife appearing behind him fealed 
his doom. She was extremely handfome, and 
Abdalla,^ though old himfelf, wifhed to grace his 
h a rant with a beautiful widow. The unfortunate 
Raja, therefore, was put to death on the fpot as 
a rebel.

Swered / iJ le]news of the defeat and death o f the Raja 
up to the Ruugepour fcarce arrived at court, when Shaw 
eaip.re. JeLan leceived an agreeable piece of intelligence

from
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from the northern frontier of the empire. H ie A .  n .  

feeble adminiftration o f Sefi, who fucceeded Shaw 
Abas in the throne o f Perfia, had thrown the af- 104R.

, fairs of that kingdom into confuiion. Ali Mur- 
dan commanded in the fortrefs of Caridahar. His 
fidelity was fufpeded ; and, befides, he law no 
end of the troubles which diifraded his country.
He refolved to fave himfelf from the malice of 
his enemies, by delivering the city to the empe­
ror of Hindoftan, from whofe hands it had been 
wrefted by Shaw Abas. A  negociation was there­
fore fet on foot by Ali Murdan with Seid Chan, 
the governor of Cahul. His terms were only 
for himfelf. Seid clofed with him in the name 
of his fovereign. He fent his fon in hafte with 
a force to Candahar, which was delivered lay Ali 
Murdan, who fet out immediately to pay his ref- 
pe&s to his new fovereign.

Sefi no fooner heard of the treachery o f Ali 
Murdan, than he iffued orders for a force^ to 
march from Chorafian to retake Candahar.^ f  his 
expedition was under the condud of Seahdfh.
That officer appeared before the city with feven 
thoufand horfe ; but Seid, who commanded in 
the place, fallied out with an inferior force, and 
totally defeated the Perfians, for which fignal 
fervice he was raifed, by the name of ZifFer Jung, 
to the dignity o f fix thoufand hone. Gulzar, 
the governor of Moultan, was removed to Canda­
har ; and as a general war with Perfia was appre­
hended, the prince Suja was difpatched with a 
great army to the province of Cabul. Before 
Gulzar arrived at his new government, Seid 
following his v id o ry  over the Perfians, pene­
trated into Seiftan. Buff, Zemindawir, and other 
places fell into his hands ; and all the diflrid 
which had formerly been annexed to the gavern-

-  ment



p . n. ment of Candahar, was reduced to fubjedion by 
his arms.Jril£r«

io+s. The emperor was fo overjoyed at the recovery 
of Candahar, that he received A li Murdan with 

A l i  M u r -  every mark of efteem and gratitude. He was 
warded, raifed to the rank of fix thoufand horfe, with the 

title of captain-general of the Imperial forces, and 
inverted with the government oi Cafhmire. The 
fervice he had done was great, but the reward 
of treachery was extravagant. A ii, however, 
feemed to poffefs abilities equal to any rank. 
Bold, provident and ambitious, he grafped at 
power; and when he had obtained it, he kept 
it during his life by management and intrigue. 
His generofity rendered him popular; and before 
his death he 1 faid to have numbered fixteen 
thoufand families of Afgans, TJfbecs, and Moguls, 
among his clients and dependants, 

invafion The moll remarkable tranfaftion o f the year 
fam? Af" 163S, next to the recovery of Candahar, was an 

invafion of the province of Bengal by the Tartars 
of Aflfam. They rufbed down the river Birram- 
puta in armed boats, to where it falls into the 
Ganges, below Dacca. They plundered fome of 
the northern diftrifts, and made themfelves maf- 
ters of feveral fmall forts. Iflam, governor of 
Bengal, hearing of the invafion, marched againft 
the enemy with all the Imperial troops ftationed 
in the province. They had the folly to come to 
aflion with the Suba, and he gave them a fignal 
defeat. Four thoufand were killed on the %>ot, 
and five hundred armed velfels fell into the hands 
o f the conqueror. The remaining part of the 
invaders fled ; and the governor purfued them 
into their own country. Fifteen forts, with the 
king of Affam’s fon-in-law, fell into his hands. 
The whole province of Cochagi was reduced; 
and he invaded that of Buldive. The latter was

very



very obftinately defended. Few paffes led into A.D.  
ir, being environed with mountains. The Suba 
at laft forced the paffes, and the enemy fled to *048. 
the hills. '

The fovereign o f Bttldive did not long furvive 
the reduction of his coufitrv. Worn out with ° ““  
fatigue, haraffed with grief, and tormented with 
vexation, he was feized with a contagious diftem- 
per, which infefled his family, and carried him 
and them off in a few days. His people, how­
ever, would not quit their hills. The enemy 
fpread devaluation over the plain below ; and the 
unfortunate Adamites beheld from the woods 
the frnoke of their burning towns. But the un­
bounded ravages o f Iflam occafioned his retreat.
The grain was inadvertently deftroyed in the fire 
which confumed the towns of Buldive, and a 
fcarcity of proviflons began to be felt in the Im­
perial camp. Iflam marched back with the fpoils 
o f  A ffam ; but he differed incredible hardihips 
from the badnefs o f the roads, the torrents which 
fell from the hills, and a diftemper, which the 
rainy feafon, now come on, had raifed in the 
army. The kingdom of Tibet was, at the fame 
time, reduced by Ziffer. The news of this double 
conquelt came at the fame inftant to the emperor.
He was greatly pleafed with the fuccefs of his arms, 
as none of the Mahommedan princes, who had 
reigned before him in India, ever penetrated into 
thofe countries.

The eleventh year o f the reign of Shaw Jehan ^eaahthR0J_ 
commenced with the death of the Mah-Raja, j a . 

prince of the Rajaputs. He was Aicceeded in the 
throne by his fecond fon Huffinet Singh ; it being 
the eftablilhed cuftom of the branch of the Raja- 
puts called Mahrattors, to leave the fceptre to the 
difpofal of the fovereigns by their latter will.
The Rajaputs, properly fo called, did not ac-

quiefce



A . n. quiefce in the right of Huffinet. He had an elder 
H?f.’ brother, and they adhered to him. The flames 
1048. of a civil war were kindled; but the emperor in- 

'  terfered ; and, after having examined the claims 
of both the princes, he confirmed the Raja’s will 
in favour of Huffinet, whom he raifed to the rank 
of four thoufand horfe. His elder brother, who 
was deprived of all hopes of the throne by the 
decifion of the emperor, was alfo created an Om- 
rah of three thoufand.

Peace with; The infult which Perfia received through the 
Perfia. invafion of its territories by the Mogul governor 

of Candahar, did not raife any fpirit of revenge 
in the court o f Ifpahan. The debility in the 
councils of Seft brought on a peace between the 
empires. Shaw Jehan had difpatched Sifder 
Chan his ambaflador to the court of Perfia. That 
lord returned this year from Serifa, where Sefi 
refided, with a prefent of five hundred horfes, 
fome curious animals, and various manufactures 
of Perfia, to the value of five lacks of roupees. 
Sifder executed his comruiffion to much to his 
mailer’s fatisfaClion, that he was raifed to the 
dignity of five thoufand horfe. The chief condi­
tion of the treaty of peace between Perfia and 
Hindoflan was, an entire ceffion o f Candahar by 
the former in favour of the latter.

Death of The winter o f the year 1637 had been remark- 
etrTplrToPs â e f ° r a great fab of fnow in the northern pro- 
preceptor. vinces of India. It extended as far as Lahore;

and in the mountains of Cabul and Cafhmire, 
many villages, with all their inhabitants, were 
overwhelmed and deftroyed. The emperor, in 
the mean time, kept his court at Lahore. Peace 
being eftabliflred on every fide, he applied him- 
felf to the management of the civil government 
of the empire. He iffued many falutary edicts for 
the fecurity o f property, the improvement of the

country,



country, and the encouragement of commerce, a . b. 
In the midft of his cares for the good of the ftate, 
he was affiitted with the death of Afzil Chan, a 1048. 
man of great literary talents, who had been his s-—r / 
preceptor. The young princes were alfo edu­
cated under his care, and they mourned him as a 
father. He had been raifed to the firft honours 
o f the empire. He obtained the rank o f feven 
thoufand, and the management of the civil affairs 
o f the empire were in a great meafure in his hands.
The emperor, to fhow his great veneration for 
his abilities, allowed him an annual revenue of 
three hundred and feventy-five thoufand pounds.

Soon after the death of Afzil, the princes Dara Dara and 
and Suja were raifed to higher ranks of nobility, moced.1 " 
Dara was dignified with the title of an Omrah of 
ten thoufand horfe and ten thoufand fo ot; and 
Suja with the rank of feven thoufand horfe and 
as many of foot. The emperor having frequently 
declared his intentions of leaving the throne to 
Dara, gave him always the firft place in dignities 
and power. He fhewed an inclination o f habi­
tuating his other fons to a fubmiflion to D ara; 
and whatever marks o f fuperior affection he might 
beftow on his younger fons in private, in public 
he directed his principal attention to the ddeft. 
Aurungzebe was not at court when his brothers 
were promoted. Averfe to idlenefs In his com­
mand of the army in the Decan, he made, an in- 
curfton, under pretence of injuries, into the 
country of Baglaria. The forts fell into his 
hands, and the chiefs fubmitted to a tribute; but 
the fterility and poverty of thofe regions did nei­
ther anfw-er the expence of the war, nor that of 
keeping the poffeffion of the conquered country.
He therefore evacuated the places which he had 
taken, and depended for the tribute on the fu­
ture fears of the enemy. Having brought back

the



•A. n. the army within the limits of the empire, Au- 
rungzebe, who was jealous of the influence of 

1048. Dara with the emperor, requefted leave of ab- 
' fence, and came to Lahore, where his father at 

the time refided.
?uja made The prince Suja, who had been fent with an 
S'Bengal, army to Cabul, when a war with Perfia was 

apprehended, had for fome time remained in that 
city. His w ife dying, he returned on the twenty- 
third of June, 1638, to Lahore, where he was 
married with great pomp and folemnity to the 
daughter of Azim. Complaints having been fent to 
court againfl: Iflam, governor of Bengal, he was re­
moved from his office ; and Suja was ordered to 
proceed, with a commiflion, into that kingdom, 
to reftore the civil regulations which had been 
ruined by the rapacity of Iflam. Abdalla, go­
vernor of Behar, had alfo fallen under the empe­
ror’s dilpleafure for fome oppreflions which he 
had exercifed in the execution of juftice. Shaw 
Jehan, who was a fevere jufticiary, would not 
even have his reprefentatives in the provinces fuf- 
peded of partiality in the diflribution of the 
laws. He heard the complaints of the poorefl 
fubjeds, from the moll diftant corners of the em­
pire, and the influence of the firft men in the 
ftate was not fufficient to proted the delinquents 
from his refentment. He was, therefore, beloved 
by the people, and reverenced and feared by the 
great. An Imperial order was iffued to Abdalla 
to appear in the prefence, to give a public ac­
count of his adminiffration; and Shaifta, the 
fon of the vifier, was raifed to the government 
o f Behar. Abdalla had the good fortune to clear 
himfelf of the afperfions thrown on his charader 
by his enemies ; and he was fent, with a confi- 
derable force, againfl infurgents in the province

of



of Bundela, and fome Rajas, who, from their a. r>. 
hiiis, made depredatory incurfions into Behar.

Abdaiia no fooner arrived in the place of his ,04|‘. 
deftination than peace was re (to red, The ban- 
ditti who infefted the country, fled precipitately Excellent 

to their mountains, and difperfed thetnfelves to 
their feveral homes. Some examples o f ju(lice the empe- 
upon thofe who fell into the hands of the Impe-ror* 
rialiffs, confirmed the tranquillity which now was 
general over all the empire. The attention of 
the emperor to the improvement of his dominions, 
his impartial execution of juftice, bis exact 
but not oppreffive mode of collecting the 
revenues, rendered his people happy and his 
empire flouriftting. A  lover of pleafure him- 
felf, though not fond of parade and {hew, 
his haram was a confiderabie market for the 
fined manufactures ; and the ample provifion 
made for his fons and nobles, rendered his 
capital a clufler o f princely courts, where mag­
nificence and elegant luxury prevailed in the ex­
treme. He divided his time between the hall 
o f audience and the haram. He heard com­
plaints with patience ; he decided with precifion 
and equity; and when his mind was fatigued 
with bufinefs, he dived into the elegant and fe- 
cret apartments o f his women; who, being the 
natives of different countries, prefented to his 
eyes a variety of charms.

Suja, to whom a fon was born foon after his Thê apU 
arrival in Bengal, narrowly efcnped with his life, glide-6" 
from a fire which broke out in the capital of the £oyed W 
province. Many of his fervants, and jome ot 
his women, were deftroyed in the flames 5 and 
the whole city was burnt down to the ground. 
Rajamahil never recovered from this difafter.
The waters of the Ganges joined iffue with the

flames



A D flames in its deftruclion. The ground on which 
1639- it flood was carried away by the river', and no- 
1049". thing now remains of its former magnificence, 

w —<— ^ except fome wells, which, as the earth on which 
they were funk has been carried away by the 
ftream, appear like fpires in the channel of the 
river, when its waters are low.

AH M u r -  Ali Murdan, who, for the delivery of Canda- 
moted°" t0 t l̂e emperor, had been gratified with the 

government of Cafhmire, returned to court at 
Lahore on the eighteenth of October. No com­
plaints againft his administration having been pre­
ferred in the hall of audience, he was received 
with distinction and favour. To reward, him 
for the equity and juftice of his government, he 
■was railed to the government of Punjab ; with 
a power of holding Cafhmire by deputy. Ali 
Murdan took immediate poffeffion of his new of­
fice ; and the emperor fignified to his fon Aurung- 
zebe, that his prefence in the Decan was neceffary, 

I to fuperintend the affairs of his government,
which, in the hands of deputies, might fall into 
confufion, from the diftance of the conquered 
provinces from the feat of empire.

R etu rn  o f  When Aurungzebe.fet out for the Decan, the 
baff-cior to emPerori refolving upon a tour to Cafhmire, 
the Otto- moved the Imperial camp northward from La- 
man em - }10re. Whilft he amufed himfelf in that beautifulpe ror.

country, Mabommed Zerif, whom he had fome 
time before fent ambaffador to Conftantinople, 
returned to court. Morad, who at that time 
held the Ottoman fcdptre, had received Zerif with 
every mark of refpetf and efteem. The empires 
having no political bufinefs to fettle, the embafly 
was chiefly an affair of compliment; with a 
requeft to permit Zerif to purc'nafe fome fine 
horfes in Arabia. Morad not only granted the 
required favour, but even gave to the ambaffador

feveral



feveral horfes of the higheft blood, with furni- a . d . 
ture of folid gold, ftudded with precious Hones, ’H6d°- 
as a prefent to Shaw Jehan. The emperor was 1049’. 
highly pleafed with the reception given to his 
ambaiTador ; and he was charmed with the beauty 
of the horfes. On the feventeenth of February,
1640, he fet out for Lahore, the bufinefs of the 
empire requiring his prefence nearer its centre.

When he was upon the road, a prodigious Calami- 

fall of rain laid the whole country under water. touitioods' 
No dry fpot was left for pitching the Imperial 
tent; and he was obliged to fieep for feveral 
nights in a boat. His army were in the mean 
time in the utraoft diftrefs. Their horfes without 
provender; and they themfelves deftitute of provi- 
fions. Four thoufand families were fw'ept away 
and drowned by the river Behat. On the banks of 
the Chofhal the deflruCtion was greater Hill. Se­
ven hundred villages were carried away, with 
their inhabitants ; and every day brought frefh 
accounts o f difaflers from other parts of the 
country, through which the branches o f the In­
dus flow. When the waters began to fubfide, 
the emperor haftened his march. The fcene 
which prefented itfelf to his eyes as he advanced, 
was full of horror. Boats were feen flicking in 
the tops of trees ; the filh were gafping on dry 
land, the bodies o f men and animals were mixed 
with the wreck o f villages, and mud and fand 
covered the whole face of the country. Fie was 
fo much aflefted with the mifery of his fubjedfs, 
that he iffued an edi£I for the remiffion of the 
taxes for a year, to the countries which had fuf- 
fered by that dreadful calamity. He alfo made 
donations from the public treafury to many of 
the farmers, to enable them to maintain their 
families ; and, continuing his journey, arrived, 
on the flrfl of April, at Lahore.

Von. III. U  During



A .  n. During tbefe difafters on the banks o f the In- 
'G-®- dus, Buft was furprifed by the Perfian governor 
1050. of the province o f Setffan. Gulzar, who com- 

— > manded for the empire in Candahar, detached a 
B u d  fur-  part of the garrifon under his lieutenant Leitif 
retaken3”*3 Chan, to retake the place. He fummoned Buft 

upon his arrival, but the Perfians refufed to fur- 
render. He began his approaches ; and, after a 
fmart fiege, in which his vigilance, activity, and 
courage did him great honour, he took Buft. 
The garrifon were made prifoners; and Leitif, 
purfuing the advantage which he had obtained, 
made incurfions into Sei'ftan, and carried off great 
booty, with which he returned to Candahar. 
The debility of the councils of Perfia fuffered this 
affront to pafs without revenge.

A n  a m -  In the futnmer of the year 1640, Arfelan Aga, 
from̂ Con- accompanied Zerif from Conftantinople,
ftantino- as ambaffador from Morad, had his audience of 
p!e‘ leave of the emperor. lie  was prefented with 

twelve thpufand pounds for the expences of his 
journey home ; and he was charged with mag­
nificent prefents for his matter. News at the 
fame time arrived at court, that the oppreflions 
committed by Azim, governor of Guzerat, had 
occafioned an infurrection ; at the head of which, 
the two chiefs, jam i and Bahara, appeared. Azim, 
poffeffed of an immenfe revenue, foon raifed a force, 
which, in the end, reduced the infurgents; but all 
the money, which ought to have been remitted to 
the treafury, was expended in the war. The empe­
ror was enraged at his conduct. He deprived him 
of his government ; and ordered him to repair 
to court, to give an account of his adminiflrati- 
on. His friends interceded in his behalf. The 
emperor was inflexible ; till a fair coufm of Az\ms 
who was retained in the Imperial haram, threw 
herfelf at his feet, and not only obtained the par­
don of the governor, but even his reinftatement

in



in his former office. After he had paffed his A. D . 

word in favour o f Azim to this weeping beauty, lS4'- 
he commanded her never more to appear in his 
prefence : “  For,”  faid he, “  I will not have my —j
juffice perverted by my weaknefs.”

Morad, the fourth fon of the emperor, was The prince 
now in the feventeenth year of his age. Like 
his brothers he was high-fpirited and a lover of guifhes 
war. An opportunity offered which fuited his hlrafelf- 
difpofition. Jagenat Singh, a prince on the con­
fines of Marwar, who was afubjedl of the empire, 
revolted, and iffuing from his native mountains, 
fpread devaluation through the neighbouring 
plains. The aftive fpirit of Morad flew before 
him. He outftripped the news of his coming by 
his expedition ; furprifed, defeated, and purfued 
the prince to his fort of Tara Cudda, in which, 
after a fmart fiege, he was taken ; but pardoned, 
upon conditions. The emperor was pleafed with 
the vigour which he difeovered in the foul o f Mo­
rad ; and he received him upon his return with 
great diftindtion and affetlion.

The death of the vifier Afiph Jah, in the fe- heath of 
venty-fecond year of his age, was the mold re- t!ie wier" 
markable event o f the fucceeding year. His 
daughter Moina Banu, the filter of the favourite 
Sultana, and wife o f Seif Chan, the high-fteward 
of the houfehold, died a fhort time before her 
father: and his grief for her, as he was worn-out 
with bufmefs, infirmities, and age, feems to have 
haftened his death, which happened on the twen­
tieth of November. He was born in Tartary, many 
years before his father Aiafs quitted that country 
to pufli his fortune in Hindoftan ; and he did not 
leave the place of his nativity, till the affairs of 
his father affumed a very favourable afpedl in the 
court of the emperor Akbar. The merit of Aiafs 
raifed himfelf to the firft offices of the Hate; and

U  2 his



A. D. his fon was not of a difpofidon to relinquifh the 
6̂41. advantages which his family had gained. Habi- 

tuatid to bufinefs under his father, he fucceeded 
—■>-' him in the office of vifier, and managed the af­

fairs of the empire with great addrefs during the 
remaining part of the reign of jehangire. The 
active part which he took to fecure the empire for 
Shaw Jehan, met with every return o f gratitude 
from that prince ; who, foon after his acceffion, 
raifed him to an office fuperior in dignity to that 
of vifier, called Vakiel Mutuluck, or abfolute 
minifter of the empire. The emperor, who had 
the fincereft affection for his daughter, the mo­
ther of fo many princes and princeffes, diftin- 
guifhed Afiph in his converfation with the title of 
Father. He dignified that minifter at the fame 
time w'ith many pompous titles. In public deeds 
he was ftyled, The Strength of the Realm, the 
Protestor of the Empire, the Powerful Prince, 
the Lord of Lords, the revered Father o f Wif- 
dom, the Leader of Armies, in rank great as 
A stph, and a Lion in War.

hIe fPatveS Though three fons and five daughters furvived 
to prince’ the vifier, he adopted his grandfon Dara, the 
Dara- Imperial prince, and conftituted him heir to all 

his fortune. Fie excufed himfelf to his fons, 
by faying, that he had already raifed them to high 
ranks and employments in the ftate ; and that, 
if  they conducted themfelves with prudence and 
wifdom, the favour of the emperor would be 
to them an ample fortune. “  But, Ihould Folly 
be the ruler o f your conduct,”  continued Afiph, 
“  you do not deferve to poftefs the wrealth which 
I have acquired by my fervices.”  There was 
prudence in the condufl: of Afiph upon this occa- 
fion. The emperor loved money ; and he might 
have availed himfelf of the law, which conftitutes 
the prince the heir of all his officers ; and a dif-

pute



pute of that kind might prove fatal to the infill- A.D. 
ence and interefl o f the family of the vifier. He, 
however, divided, before his death, three hun- 105 1 .  

dred and feventy-five thoufand pounds amongv—v 
his children and fervants. Dara, in terms of his 
will, took poffeffion of the bulk of his fortune, 
which in coin, in jewels, in plate, elephants, and 
horfes, amounted to near four millions fterling, 
exclufive of his eftates in.land, which, according 
to the tenures in India, reverted to the crown.

Though the abilities of Afiph Jah were little His cha- 

known under the wife and able adminiftration o f la,asr‘ 
his father, they broke forth with luflre when he 
himfelf came into the firft office in the ftate. He 
was a great orator, a fine writer, an able politician.
In his private character, he was mild, affable, 
humane, generous; in his public, fevere, referved, 
inflexible, exact. He never excufed negligence ; 
he punifhed difobedience. His orders, therefore, 
were no fooner iffued than they were executed ; 
his very nod was refpefted, underftood, and obey­
ed. He was poffeffed o f political as well as per- 
fonal courage ; as little afraid of the unjuft re­
proaches of his friends, as he was o f the wea­
pons of his enemies ; and he was often heard to 
fay, “  That he who fears death is unworthy of 
life.”  He was uniform in his conduct, impartial 
and dignified in his actions, confident with him­
felf. He courted not popularity by his meafures: 
juftice, propriety, and the ultimate good of the 
ftate, and not the applaufe of the vulgar, were 
his objects in all his decifions. He was fit for the 
field, as well as adapted for the cabinet; and had 
he not gained renown with the pen, he would 
have commanded it with the fword. In his youth, 
he was addicted to poetry. He wrote upon he­
roic fubjedts ; and the fire of his genius was fuch, 
that the very found of his verfe animates the foul

to



A. D. to war. The glory and happinefs o f India dur- 
l6P- ing his long adminidration were great ; and 
,05,'. when war raged on the frontiers, the interior 

provinces enjoyed uninterrupted peace. The 
field in which he moved was extenfive, but his 
eye comprehended the whole. An eaftern wri­
ter continues the metaphor, and fays, “  That 
he rendered that field flouridiing and fruitful. 
He palled through it with reputation and luftre, 
and when he funk into the grave, a cloud of 
forrow obfcured the face of the empire.”

H is  tons. The original name of the elded fon o f Afiph was 
Mirza Morad. He was dignified afterwards with 
the title of Shaida Chan ; and he was governor of 
Behar at the death of his father. He poflefied 
not the abilities of his family ; being of an infirm 
and fickly conftkution, with a delicate, rather 
than a vigorous and a&ive mind. Mirza Midi, 
the fecond fon of Afiph, was a youth of great 
hopes ; vigorous, a£tive, and full o f fire. He 
lod his life in a drunken frolic; for being one 
day at the river Behatin Cadrmire, when it foam-, 
ed over its banks, he fpurred his horfe into the 
dream, by way of bravado, and, for his temeri­
ty, was drowned. Mirza Huffein, the third fon 
of the vifier, was a man of moderate abilities ; 
and his fourth fon, who had been dignified with 
the title of Shaw Nawaz, was a nobleman of 
great reputation and high dillindion in the em­
pire.

Juft ice  o f  The emperor, jealous of the influence which 
the empe- the governors o f the provinces might acquire by a 

long continuance in their offices,''made a practice 
of removing them every third year. When the 
news of any oppreffion committed by them ar­
rived at court, they were indantly fuperfeded ; 
and, upon examination, if found guilty, diveded 
of all their honours, and confined. The punifir-

meat



ment of death feemed to have been laid afide from a . d . 
the commencement o f this reign. Tirbiet Chan yjP* 
was, this year, ordered back from the govern- 1052. 
ment of Cabul, for his feverity in exacting the 
revenue from the poor. The emperor himfelf 

, had been a witnefs o f the miferable condition to 
which the people of that province were reduced, 
by the floods in the rivers Choiflial and Behat ; 
and they had not yet recovered from that griev­
ous calamity. They were unable to pay their 
rents ; and Tirbiet fubmitted them to the rigours 
o f military execution. He was diverted of his 
honours as well as of his government; and the 
emperor iffued money from the treafury to relieve 
thirty thoufand of the inhabitants, whom the ex- 
a&ions of Tirbiet had reduced to w ant: “  R e­
member,”  faid the emperor to his nobles, “  that 
when you are too fevere on my people, you only 
injure m e; for it is but juft I Ihould pay for Ioffes 
occafioned by my wrong choice of officers, to 
govern the provinces of my empire.”  Ali Mur- 
dan was appointed to the government of Cabul, 
in the room o f Tirbiet. He was fucceeded in 
that of Cafhmire, by Ziffer. Complaints had 
been received againft the prince Aurungzebe 
from the Decan. His father ordered him to the 
prefence, to anfwer to the charge ; which he did 
to fatisfadlion, and was forthwith reinftated in 
his government.

The cruelty o f Shaw Sefi of Perfia had crowd- Perfi™ hi­
ed hitherto his reign with tumult and misfortune. tvhar̂ ten- 
The empire fuffered in its conference with fo- e d .  

reign powers, during years which Sefi di’ftin- 
guiflied only . with the blood of his fubjedis. His 
intentions againft Ali Murdan loft him the ftrong 
fortrefs of Candahar, and he took no meafures 
to revenge the infults which he received on his 

■ frontiers, after that place had fallen into the
hands



A .  D. hands of the Moguls. The tumults of the Per- 
yfg2/ fians were at length quelled in their blood ; and 
1052. Sefi, having deftroyed his domedic enemies, turn- 

s— ed his attention to his foreign foes. Having 
collefted a great army, he took the field, and 
moved toward ( andahar with a profeffed defign 
to retake that city.

Prevented 1  he news of the motions of the Perfians was 
death6 Of brought by exprefs to the court of Agra. The 
Shaw Sefi. emperor was alarmed. He gave a commiffion to 

the Imperial prince Dara, to command an army 
of fifty thoufand men. The troops were foon 
ready, and the prince took the route o f Cabul. 
Thirty thoufand men, Rationed on the frontiers, 
flocked alfo to the ftandard of Dara, upon his 
arrival at Cabul. Morad, the emperor’ s fourth 
fon, was ported with twenty thoufand men be­
hind the Nilab, with orders to reinforce, in cafe 
of a requifition for that purpofe, the army of Dara. 
But thefe formidable preparations were, in the 
event, unneceflfary. Sefi, to the great joy o f his 
fubjedls, fell fick and died. The war, which wa§ 
begun by him was dropt, with his other meafures, 
by his fucceffor. The Perfians retreated ; and 
Dara and Morad returned to their father, who ftill 
kept his court at Lahore. Morad, foon after his 
return to the prefence, married a daughter of Shaw 
Nawaz, the fon of the late vifier Afiph.

Affairs at 1 he emperor, who took pleafure in managing 
in perfon the affairs of his empire, created no 
vifier upon the death of Afiph. That lord’s de­
puty in office, without any rank or title, manag­
ed the bufinefs of the department, and by a fpe- 
cial commiffion, counterfigned all public edifts. 
Aliverdi, governor of Punjab, who refided at 
Lahore, which had formerly been the capital of 
his government, had the imprudence to fpeak 
contemptuoufly of this mode of tranfaffing the

public



S H A W  J E H A N .  ^ 7

public bufinefs. H e faid, That the emperor, from a . t>. 
extreme avarice, endeavouring to fave to himfelf l64~ 
the ufual appointments beftowed on vifiers, had tofz.
thrown difgrace upon his own adminirtration. He '----
made no fecret o f his farcafms; and they were 
carried to Shaw Jehan. He fent for Aliverdi, 
and faid to that lord : “  You do not like, I am 
told, my mode of governing my fubje&s; and 
therefore Aliverdi fhall not affift in an adminh 
firation which he does not love.”  He was imme­
diately diverted o f his government and honours, 
and diftnifled with ignominy from the prefence.
The prince Morad was raifed to the vacant go­
vernment ; and, having received magnificent 
prefents from the emperor, fet out for Moultan.
The emperor, in the mean time, affifted at a 
grand fertival, w'hich he gave to his court, upon 
opening the new gardens of Shalimar, which had 
been begun in the fourth year o f his reign.
The gardens were laid out with admirable tafte; 
and the money expended upon them amounted 
$o the enormous fum o f one million flerling.

.• . f, . SHAW
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C H A P .  IV.

Refledions— Emperor arrives at Agra—•Incidents 
at court— Incurfions of the UJbecs— Aurungzebe 
removed from the Decan— Sadulla Chan made 
vifier— Buduchfhan invaded by the Moguls—  
Death and character of Noor fehdn— Balick 
reduced— Prince Mordd difgraced— Aurungzebe 
defeats the UJbecs— Who fubmit to the empire— 
Emperor jealous of his fans—A rrival at Delhi— 
Per fans take Candahdr— Aurungzebe befieges 
it in vain— Defeats the Perfians— UJbecs of Ba­
lick claim the Emperor's aid—Candahdr again be- 

fieged to no purpofe—-Emperor returns to Agra—■ 
Promotions.

A T ) .  In abfolute governments, the Defpot is every 
thing, and the people nothing. H e is the only 

1052. objeft of attention; and when he fits in the 
midft of tranquillity, the page of the hiftorian 

«ns.eL *’ languifhes in the detail of unimportant events.
His hall of audience is a court of fummary juftice. 
His decifions are rapid ; and they are generally 
impartial, as his fituation has placed him beyond 
the limits of fear and of favour. But there is a 
famenefs which never pleafes, in the tranfatlions 
of a government whofe operations run through

one



one unchangeable channel; and it is for this rea- a . n. 
fon only we pafs lightly over the more peaceable 
years of the reign of Shaw Jehan. In thefe he ,0 '̂. 
acted in the character o f a judge, a mere deter- v.— <—s  
minator, if the word may be ufed, of differences 
between individuals; and it muff be confeffed, 
that he had abilities to fee, and integrity to do 
what was right.

Lahore, during the former reign, had been Emperor 

confidered as the capital of the empire, and the ” r v'" at 
moft fettled refidence o f the prince. Jehangire,  ̂
whofe lungs were weak, withed to breathe in 
the free air o f the north ; and the improve­
ments which he made in the palace and gardens, 
had rendered Lahore the mod convenient and 
beautiful, if  not the mod magnificent o f the Im­
perial refidences. Shaw jehan, however, whofe 
attention to the affairs of the empire was always 
upperinod in his mind, thought Lahore too didant 
from the fouthern provinces ; which, on account 
o f their wealth, were the mod important divifion 
of his dominions. He therefore refolved, as 
there was a profpedl of permanent tranquillity on . 
the northern frontier, to remove his court to 
Agra, where he arrived in the month o f Novem­
ber. The cavalcade which attended his progrefs, 
was magnificent and nnmerous beyond defcription.
The armies returned from the north were in his 
train ; and h ajf the citizens of Lahore, who, 
from his long refidence in that place, were be­
come in a manner his domedics, accompanied 
him on his march. He pitched his tents in the 
gardens of his favourite wife, Mumtaza Zemani.
The tomb of that princefs was now finifhed at a 
great expence ; and he endowed with lands a mc- 
nadery of Fakiers, whofe bufinefs it was to take 
care of the tomb, and to keep up the perpetual 
lamps over her Ihrine.

Nothing



a . D. Nothing material happened during nine months 
^ f3- after the emperor’s arrival at Agra. The public 
1053. bufinefs, which had been negleded through the 

alarm of the Perfian war, took up a part of his 
the public0 time j and pleafure appropriated to itfelf the reft, 
bufinefs. Several beautiful acquifitions had been made in 

the haram ; and the emperor’s attention to the 
execution of juftice was interrupted by his love 
for women. A  fon w'as in the mean time born 
to Dara, the Imperial prince. Shaw Jehan, who 
loved his fon, gave a magnificent feftival upon the 
occafion. His potierity began to multiply apace. 
A  fon w7as born to Aurungzebe, whom he named 
Mahommed Mauzim : and Morad had this year' j
a daughter, whom he called Zebe-ul-Nifia, or, The 
Ornament o f Women. The emperor, in the 
courle of the year, made an excurfion to Ajmere ; 
and after he returned to Agra, Dara w'as feized 
with a violent fever, which endangered his life.

A n  acci- The emperor’ s alarm for Dara was fcarce fub- 
fided, when a dreadful accident happened to his 
eldeft daughter, whom he loved above all his 
children. Returning one night from vifiting her 
father to her own apartments in the haram, fhe 
unfortunately brufhed with her clothes one of the 
lamps which flood in the paflfage. Her clothes 
caught fire; and, as her rnodefty, being within 
heaving of men, w'ould not permit her to call for 
affiftance, {he was fcorched in a terrible manner. 
She ruftied into the haram in flames ; and there 
w'ere no hopes of her life. The emperor was 
much afflicted. Pie gave no audience for feveral 
days. He diftributed alms to the poor ; he opened 
the doors of prifons ; and he, for once, became 
devout, to bribe Heaven for the recovery of his 
favourite child. He, however, did not in the 
mean time negledl the common means. Anit- 
Alla, the molt famous phyfician o f the age, was

brought



brought exprefs from Lahore ; and the Sultana, a . d . 
though by flow degrees, was reftored to health. lC43- 

The princefs had fcarce recovered, when the ICjV 
emperor himfelf efcaped from imminent danger, v.—y—j  
The brother of the Maraja, whofe name was Amar Rattmefs 
Singh, having rebelled againfl: the decifion 
Shaw Jehan in favour of his father’s will, was smgh.~ 
defeated by a detachment of the Imperial army, 
and fent prifoner to court. When he was brought 
into the emperor’ s prefence, he was forced, by the 
lords in waiting, to make the ufual fubmiffions, 
and the emperor pronounced his pardon from the 
throne; defiring him at the fame time to take his 
place among the lords, in the rank which had 
been conferred upon him on a former occafion.
He accordingly took his place ; but being a young 
man of a proud and ungovernable fpirit, he burnt 
with rage at the late indignity, as well as at the pad 
injury, done him by the emperor, in preferring to 
him his younger brother. He drew his dagger 
in fecret; and rulhed furioufly toward the throne.
Sillabut Chan, the paymafter-general of the forces, 
threw himfelf before Amar, who plunged his 
dagger in his body, and ftretched him dead at his 
feet. Chilulia, Seid Sallar, and feveral other 
lords drew immediately their fwords, and flew the 
Hindoo prince on the fpot. The emperor, who 
had defcended from his throne with his fword in 
his hand, ordered the body to be dragged out of 
the hall o f audience. A  number of his followers, 
feeing their mailer dead, fell upon the guards, 
and fought till they were cut off to a man.

The Ufbecs, who had for a long time remain- incurfions 

ed quiet, made an incurfion this year into the te r- j^ “e Uf~ 
ritories of the empire. They were led by Kuli 
the general of Mahommed, king of the Well- 
ern Ulbecs. A li Murdan, governor o f Cabul, 
marched out and defeated the invaders. He fol­

lowed



A. D. lowed his victory, and driving the fugitives be- 
ntv' yond the limits of the empire, ravaged their 
1053. country as far as Balick, and returned with a 

'—m '  confiderable booty. The news of the victory ar­
rived at Agra, on the day that another fon was 
born to Data the Imperial prince. The emperor 
expreffed his fatisfadtion on this double occafion 
of joy, by reftoririg Abdalia, his own former 
friend, to the dignities of which he had been 
deprived, on account of his mifmanagements in 
the government of the province o f Behar. Ab- 
dalia, however, did not long enjoy the good 
change in his fortune. He died in the eightieth 
year of his age, having been fixty years a noble 
of the empire. At the time of his death, he was 
poflfefied of the dignity of fix thoufand horfe. He 
had paTed through all the various viciffitudes of 
fortune. He was engaged in every war, and was 
unfuccefsful in a l l ; yet he was efteerned an able 
and active general.

•Aiming- Data, by his conftarit refidence with his father, 
moved6- gained an afcenaency over his mind. The 
from the prince was free, generous and manly ; pleafing
decan. }n converfation, affable, polite and mild. The

emperor loved him as a friend, as well as a fon: 
he liftened to his advice and ftudied to pleafe him. 
He reprefented to his father, that it was danger­
ous to the repofe of the empire to leave fo long
the management of the Decan in the hands of
Aurungzebe. “  I truft,”  fays he, “  to my 
brother’s honour ; but why fhould the happinefs 
of the emperor depend upon the honour of any 
man ? Aurungzebe poffeffes abilities; and his 
manner, and perhaps his integrity, has gained 
him many friends. They, in their ambition, 
may perfuade him to things which, without their 
advice, he would abhor. The army he com­
mands are, by habit, accuftomed to perform his

pleafure,



pleafure, and are attached to his perfon. What A t x  

if they Ihould prefer the fpoils of the empire, to 
their watchful campaigns on our frontiers ? Are 1055. 

the troops, debauched by the loofe manners o f v * 
the capital, fit to cope with men inured to arms ?
To forefee danger is to no purpofe,”  continued 
Dara, “  unlefs it is prevented. It is my part 
to advife my father and fovereign; his to do 
what he pleafes : but to remove Aurungzebe from 
the government of the Decan, is to remove temp­
tation from that prince. I f  he is that devout man 
he pretends to be, he will thank Heaven for 
being deprived o f the means of committing 
crimes.”

The emperor was fenfible of the juftice of Refiec; 
Dara s obfervations; and he complied with his em peror. 

requeft. He was naturally fond of his children: 
he liked their fpirit, and loved their afpiring ge­
nius. He was, however, too prudent not to 
forefee the diflurbances which were likely to rife 
from even their good qualities. His affeftion, 
when they were young, prevented him from fol­
lowing the policy o f other Defpots, by {hutting v
up every accefs o f knowledge from their minds : 
and to keep them at court after they had com­
manded armies and provinces, would be a perpe­
tual fource of animofity between them, and of 
uneafinefs to himfelf. He was heard Oiten to 
fay, “  I have the fons I wilh; yet I wilh I had 
no fons.”  But hitherto he had no juft reafon to 
complain: they kept on apparent good terms 
with one another, and they implicitly obeyed his 
commands.

Orders were fent to Aurungzebe to remove to Aurwg- 
Ahmedabad, the capital of Guzerat, where he ;nt0 gum. 
fliould find a commiffion to govern that province, rat.
The prince obeyed ; and Chan Dowran, who had 
lately been governor of Calhmire, was advanced



a . D . to the fuperintendency of the conquered provinces, 
and to the command of the troops ftationed on 

,055. the fouthern frontiers of the empire. Dowran
'----did not live to enjoy his high office, being affaf-

finated by one of his domeftics, whom he had 
punilhed for fome crime. Sixty lacks of roupees, 
or about feven hundred and fifty thoufand pounds 
o f our money, were found in coin and jewels in 
his tent. The emperor was his heir, as he had 
amaffed his fortune in his fervice. He had been 
governor of feveral provinces; and he poffeffed 
the rank of feven thoufand horfe in the empire. 
When the news of his death came to court, Iflam 
Chan was appointed his fucceffor; and that lord 
let out for his government, in the month of Au- 
guft of the year 1645.

S a d u iia  The emperor, it has been already obferved, 
m ad e v i- not app0£nt 2 n y  f u c c e {fo r  to Afiph Jah in the

high office o f vifier. Sadulla, the chief fecretary 
of Afiph, who was acquainted with the bufinefs 
o f the empire, tranfa&ed the duties of the office 
without the name. He was a man of abilities. 
His experience in his department recommended 
him firft to the emperor; and when he came to 
know him better, he elfeemed him for his inte­
grity. He was fent for one day to the prefence; 
and the emperor, without previoully acquainting 
him of his defign, delivered to him the feals of 
the empire ; and at the fame time prefented him 
with a patent, for the dignity of five thoufand 
horfe.

Ali Mur- Whilft thefe things are tranfadled at court, 
vades Bu- J|*  Murdan, governor of Cabul, continued his 
duchftiai). incurfions into the dominions of the Ufbecs. He 

took the fort of Shermud in Buduchfhan, and 
fome other ftrong towns. Vvrhen the winter 
came on, he retreated into his province; and 
took that opportunity of paying his refpedts to the

emperor,



emperor, who, upon his return from a tour to A . D .  

Cafliinire, had ftopt at Lahore. Shaw Jehan ap- y^5' 
proved of his incurfions, and recommended to 1055. 
him to continue the war. Ali returned to Cabui, 
and led his army to the north in the beginning 
of the fpring. He took the direct road to Balick ; 
but the enemy, turning bis rear, cut off both his 
fupplies and his communication with Hindoftan.
They, at the fame time, laid wafte their own 
country, by carrying off or destroying the grain 
and cattle. Ali thought it prudent to retreat; 
but the Ufbecs had retaken the forts which had, 
when he advanced, fallen into his hands. ' He, 
a fecond time laid fiege to Shermud ; and, hav­
ing forced it to furrender, he eftablifned pods 
along the Ikirts of Buduchfhan, and then returned 
to Cabui. An ambaffador, charged with rich 
prefqnts, was difpatched this year to the court of 
Perfia, to congratulate Shaw Abas the Second, 
upon his acceffion to the throne.

The emperor had not been returned to Lahore Death and 
many days! before the famous Noor-jehan, the Noor- 
favourite Sultana of his father Jehangire, died in Jehan . 

her palace in that city. Twenty-five thoufand 
pounds had been annually paid to her out of the 
treafury; and, as her power ceafed with the 
death of her confort, fhe was too proud even to 
fpeak of public affairs, and fhe, therefore, gave 
up her mind to ftudy, retirement, and eafe. The 
extraordinary beauty of her perfon has been al­
ready mentioned; we fhall now delineate the 
features of her mind. Her abilities were uncom­
mon ; for (lie rendered herfelf abfolute, in a go­
vernment in which women are thought incapable 
of bearing any part. Their power, it is true, is 
fometimes exerted in the haram ; but, like the 
virtues of the magnet, it is filent and unper­
ceived. Noor-jehan flood forth in public; fhe

V ol. III. X  broke



A . D . broke through all reftraint and cuftom, and ae- 
quired power by her own addrefs, more than by 

1055. the weaknefs of Jehangire. Ambitious, paf- 
''— r— fionate, infinuating, cunning, bold and vindic­

tive, yet her character was not ftained with cru­
elty ; and (he maintained the reputation of chaf- 
ti-ty, when no reftraint but virtue remained. 
Her paffions were indeed too mafculine. When 
we fee her acting the part of a foldier, fhe excites 
ridicule more than admiration; and we are apt 
to forget that delicacy, beyond which her fex 
ceafes to pleafe.

War wuh The ineffectual expedition of A li againft the 
theUtbecs. Rot }ncjuce the emperor to relinquifh

the war. He fet up an antiquated claim, which 
his anceftors had on Buduchfhan, and the diftriCt 
of Balich, and moved with a great army toward 
Cabul, to fupport his pretenfions. "When he ar­
rived in that city, he detached fifty thoufand 
horfe with a large train of artillery, under the 
conduCt of prince Morad, to the north. Nidder 
Mahommed, who had taken Balich and its dif- 
triCt by force from the Ufbecs, fhut himfelf up 
in that city, where he w'as befieged by Morad. 
Mahommed made but a poor defence; for he 
evacuated the place in a few days. Morad en­
tered the city in triumph. He protected the in­
habitants from being plundered; and detached a 
party in purfuit of Mahommed. His own army 
fell, in the mean time, upon Mahommed; and 
having plundered him of fixty lacks of roupees, 
feparated, and left him alone. The unfortunate 
prince had no refource but to fly his dominions, 
which were now' over-run by the conquerors. 
He hoped to engage Perfia in his intereft, and he 
haftened to Ifpahan. The prince Morad, in' the 
mean time, took ail his towns and cafties, at 
leifure: there was no enemy in the field, and

fcarce



fcarce a garrifon within the walls. Having left a . p . 
detachments of his army in the conquered coun- 
tries, he moved toward the frontiers of the em- IOjS. 
pire ; and waited there for orders of recal. ^ — *

The emperor having fixed his mind upon the Mprad 

complete conquelt of Buduchfhan and Balich, dllS‘acec!' 
had no intention of withdrawing his army from 
thefe provinces. Morad became impatient. He 
wrote letters to his father. He pretended want 
of health ; he faid he difliked the country; and 
he earneftly requeued leave to return. Shaw Je- 
han, knowing the real Hate of h is fo n ’s health, 
was much offended at his requeff. He com­
manded him to remain in the north, to fettle the 
country according to the inftruftions given to 
him, and not to attempt to enter the dominions 
of Hindoltan without orders. Morad having a 
violent inclination to be near the capital, in cafe 
of his father’s death, and preferring the rich and 
fertile, provinces o f the fouth to the ilerile regions 
o f the north, obftinately difobeyed the emperor, 
left the army, and returned to Cabul. His fa­
ther refented this undutiful behaviour. He for­
mally divefted him of the government of Moul- 
tan, and of all his dignities, without admitting him 
into his prefence. He at the fame time iffued an 
ediff, which banifhed Morad to the mountains 
of Pelhawir. Sadulla the vifier was fent to fettle 
the affairs of the north.

The fugitive prince Mabommed having arrived 
at Ifpahan, was treated by Shaw Abas with great t0 
friendlhip and refpedt. He received at different Wrfia. 
times four lacks o f roupees, for Ins fubfiflence.
He, however, could obtain no aid. His appli­
cations were counteracted by the ambaffador of 
India; and, befides, the Perfian was not fond of 
war. The bad fuccefs of Mahommed foured his 
temper. He fpoke difreipeCtfullv of Shaw Abas

X  2 and



a . P. and his minifters. His fubfiftence was with- 
'hi * drawn, and he was reduced to great diftrefs. 
io5c. Saduila, in the mean time, fettled the affairs of 

'T -* j Balich. In the year 1646 he was recalled to 
court; and the emperor returned to Lahore. 
Morad, in the mean time, wrote letters of con­
trition to his father. He owned his error, and 
expreffed his grief. His friends folicited warmly 
in his favour. He was permitted to come to 
court; and, by his prudent management, he 
loon regained the affections o f his father, who 
reltored him to his dignities, and to the govern­
ment of Moultan.

iTfbecs in- When the prince of Balich was deferted by his 
licbf own army, and obliged to take refuge in Perfia, 

his fon Abdul i\ziz, who commanded a body 
of troops in another part of the province, threw 
himfelf under the protection of the northern Uf- 
becs. The petty chieftains beyond the Oxus 
were induced, by promifes of advantage to them- 
felves, to join His fmall fquadron; fo that he foon 
found himfelf at the head of an army. He how­
ever could not cover his intentions of invading 
the conquered dominions of his father, from the 
Mogul garrifon of Balich; who fent advices of 
the approaching ftorni to the emperor. That 
monarch iffued orders to his fon Aurungzebe to 
leave Guzerat, and to haften to take the com­
mand of the army in the north. The emperor 
himfelf marched to Cabul to fuffain the opera­
tions of his fon ; whilft Dara commanded ano­
ther army in the environs of Lahore. Shaw je- 
han, upon this occafion, {hewed an inftance of 
his generofity. Two of the fons of the prince of 
Balich, together with fome of his wives" and 
daughters, had been taken prifoners in the war. 
The fons, he railed to the rank o f nobles; and

the



the women were treated with the decency and re- a . d . 
fpect due to their quality.

Aurungzebe, who was fond of action, ported 
with great expedition to Balich. He took the —v " - '  
command of the troops upon his arrival ;  and he A urung- 

was informed that the enemy were, by that time, ^ ? ^ Bt 
advanced to within a few miles of the place. He them, 

furveyed the works, and made temporary repairs; 
then devolving the command of the garrifon 
upon Raja Mado Singh, he marched out again!! 
the Ufbecs with the troops which had flocked in 
to his ftandard from the untenable ports in the 
province. Bahadur, of the Rohilia tribe oi Af- 
gans, commanded the vanguard. A li Murdan 
was ftationed on the right wing, and Ziffer on 
the left. The prince himfelf, after having mar- 
fhalled the field, took his poll in the center.
The enemy, feeing the good order and -firmnefs 
o f the Moguls, declined, for that day, to come 
to a&ion. They, however, fkirmifhed with fmall 
parties, whilft the main body retreated. Night 
coming on, Aurungzebe lay on his arms.

When day-light appeared, the prince formed HeJf.mes • 
his line of march, and purfued the Ufbecs. Se- 
veral detachments o f the enemy hovered round, 
and infulted him from time to time, whilft others 
turned his rear, and began to plunder a part of 
his baggage: the main body, in the mean time, 
began to form in his front. The prince detached 
parties from the line, who drove the flying fqua- 
drons o f the enemy from the field. He then 
drew up his forces in the fame order as on the 
preceding dayj but Ziffer, from exerting him­
felf too much, was feized with a violent fever, 
and obliged to devolve his command on his fon.
He fcarce had retired, when Abdul Aziz ad­
vanced upon the Imperialifls with his whole force.
Ziffer again mounted his horfe, and when he re­

turned



a . n. turned to his port, he found his fon in clofe en- 
Vltg.' gagement with the Ufbecs. The enemy ad- 
1057. vanced with redoubled violence ; but Zither, who 

now had refumed the command, (food his ground 
with great fpirit and firmnefs, till he received 
nine wounds. He fell, with lofs o f blood, from 
his horle, and two of his fons covered him from 
the Ufbecs, and carried him between their horfes 
to the rear.

defeats Abdul A ziz, in the mean time, with ten thou- 
fand Tartar horle, fell in, fword in hand, with 
Ali Murdan on the right. The conteff was fierce 
and bloody. The Tartars, proud o f their native 
valour, defpifed the oppofition o f troops whom 
they deemed inferior to themfelves ; the Impe- 
rialifts being chiefly compofed of foldiers from the 
north, and better difciplined than the Tartars to 
war, flood their ground with great firmnefs, and 
checked the confident bravery o f the enemy. 
Ali exhibited all the qualities of an able general, 
and valiant loldier : he fometimes encouraged his 
troops by words, but oftener by example; and 
finding that the enemy charged in a deep column, 
he contracted and ftrengthened his line. The 
Ufbecs were thrice repulfed ; but defeat only ren­
dered them more defperate. In the fourth charge, 
the Imperialifts were thrown into confufion; but 
they were rather borne down than defeated. 
I hey were on the point of flying} but Aurung- 
zebe came in to their aid.

b^cs^* The P ™ ce been engaged in the center, 
where the aCtion had not been fo hot. Finding 
how affairs went on the right, he formed into a 
column, and advanced on full fpeed on the flank 
of Abdul Aziz. That chief, however, was ready 
to receive him. lhe flrock uras violent and 
bloody. A  mighty fhout arofe on either fide; 
and men feemed to forget they were mortal.

The



The Ufbec was at the laft overpowered, and a . d. 
driven off the field with great daughter. Au- 
rungzebe thought himfelf in poffeffion of a com- ,057. 
plete vi&ory; but the battle was not yet over.
The enemy took a circuit round the right, where 
A li was reftoring the line of his broken fqua- 
drons, and fell upon the rear of the Imperialifts.
The vanguard had retired thither after the com­
mencement of the a&ion, and formed a line 
round the artillery which had been little ufed.
Abdul Aziz,attacked them with great violence, 
and drove them from the guns. Bahadur, who 
commanded the vanguard, rallied them, and fuf- 
tained the charge till Aurungzebe came up in 
full fpeed from the line. Abdul Aziz was again 
repulfed with great daughter, and the remains of 
the Ufbec army quitted the field in diforder.

The prince, after the action was over, advanced tahn4rtakes 
and took poffeflion of the enemy’s camp. It was camp. 
now dark; and fuch an impreffion had the valour 
o f the enemy made upon the Imperialifts, that 
even the flight o f the vanquished could not con­
vince them of their vi&ory. A  panic feized the 
vi&ors; frequent alarms difturbed the night; 
and, though fatigued and wearied, they lay fleep- 
lefs upon their arms. Morning appearing con­
vinced them of their error, and difcoveied to 
them how much they had done, by the number 
of the flain. Ten thoufand lay dead on the field.
Many officers o f diftin&ion fell on the Imperial 
fide; and Aurungzebe juftly acquired great repu­
tation from the fortunate end of fuch an obfti- 
nate battle.

The Ufbecs, under their gallant leader, being They**, 
fruftrated in their defigns on Balich, by the fig- from Bu- 
nal vi&ory obtained over them, fell upon the dwhihan. 
province of Buduchfham Despairing of conquer­
ing that province, they laid it wafte, and filled

their



A  D . their rout with confufion, deflation, and death. 
Hf’ ; Exprefs upon exprefs was fent to Cabul to the 
1057. emperor; and he forthwith detached twenty 

thoufnnd horfe, under the prince Morad, to ex­
pel the enemy. The Ufbecs, weakened in the 
late bloody battle with Aurungzebe, were in no 
condition to face Morad. They fled before that 
prince beyond the limits of the province, and left 
an undiflurbed conqueft to the family of 
Timur.

They fub- Nidder Mahommed, who left the court of Per- 
fia upon advice of the invafion under his fon, re­
ceived on the way the news .of the unfortunate 
battle, in which all his hopes were blafted. To 
contend longer in arms againft Shaw Jehan was 
impofiible: he therefore had recourfe to fubmif- 
fion and intreaty. He fent a letter to Aurung­
zebe :  ̂ “  To the emperor,”  faid he, “  I dare 
not write. But you, defcended from the victo­
rious line ox fovereigns, who fupport, with your 
fword, their title to command the world, may 
find an opportunity of prefenting the requeft of 
Mahommed among thofe of his tneaneft fub- 
jeCis ; and he who confers happinefs on mankind, 
will relent at the misfortunes of an exiled prince, 
inform him, that Nidder Mahommed wiflies to 
be numbered among the fervants o f the King of 
Kings,^ and waits melancholy on the fkirts of his 
aomimons to receive his anfwer.”  Aurungzebe 
fent the letter to his father. The emperor, 
moved by prudence as much as by pity for Ma­
hommed, ordered his fon to reinftate that prince 
in his fovereignty over his former dominions. It 
was. to defend fuch a diftant frontier
againfl the incurfions of the Ufbecs beyond the 
O xus; and he made a merit of his policy, by 
reftoring the provinces of Balich and Buduchfhan 
to Ri a ho turned, upon condition o f receiving a

fmall



frrrall annual tribute. That prince being lick, a . d . 
fent his grandfon Chufero to Aurungzebe to fign i6*7. 
the terms of this pacification. ^

The emperor, in the month of April of the — /
year 1647, returned to Lahore; and Aurung- Emperor 
zebe, after the treaty was figned and ratified, 
joined his father in that city. He was appointed to 
the government of Moultan, to which province he 
went, after remaining a very few days at court.
The prince Suja was, at the fame time, fent to 
command in the province of Cabul, to watch the 
motions of the Tartars on the northern frontier.
The war with the Ufbecs was undertaken through 
wantonnefs ; and ended, though fuccefsful, with 
lofs to the empire. Six millions were expended 
upon it out of the Imperial treafury, befides 
eltates granted to the nobility to the value o f one 
million more. The emperor had a puff of repu­
tation for this enormous fum.

Shawjehan, who became jealous o f the abili- jealous of 

ties and ambition of his Tons, repented fincerely 0f hisr°ns- 
having railed them to the find offices o f the Hate, 
and to the government of the richeft provinces of 
the empire. They had hitherto maintained a drew 
of implicit obedience; but the nation looked up 
to their power and confequence, and feemed ap­
parently to divide themfelves into parties in their 
favour. To prevent them from taking a ftronger 
hold of the affeffions of the people, he removed 
them from one province to another, to prevent 
an increafe in their popularity, and to inure them 
to obedience. In the midft of this policy, the 
complying weaknefs o f the father prevailed over 
the prudence o f the monarch. None of his fons 
liked the northern provinces. They fuited not 
with their pride, and they were not fit for 
their ambition. They were deflitute of trea- 
fure to acquire dependants : they abounded not 
in lucrative employments to gratify friends. Mo-

rad,



A .  d . r a d ,  by an aft of difobedience, had quitted the 
kH8. north: Aurungzebe, by his addrefs, waspermit- 
,05!'. ted to leave i t ; and Suja, by his friends at court, 

^ w r o u g h t  fo much upon the emperor, that he was 
removed from Cabul to the government of Ben­
gal.

R etides at The emperor, ever fond of feflivals, found an
Oelhi. opportunity o f exhibiting his generofity and hof- 

pitality, upon finifhing the repairs o f the city of 
Delhi. Seven hundred and fifty thoufand pounds 
had been laid out on the Imperial palace; in which 
the emperor mounted the throne o f his anceflors, 
on the firft of April of the year 1648. The no­
bility paid their compliments with magnificent pre- 
fents; and their ladies waited with gifts of value, 
upon the mofh favoured of the emperor’s wives. 
During nine days the whole city,as well as the court, 
were entertained at the public expence. Magni­
ficent dreffes were diflributed among the great offi­
cers ; and feveral new Omrahs, among whom were 
the two fons o f prince Dara, were created. Hamid, 
one of thedifciples of the great Abul Fazil,pre- 
fented, upon the occafion, to the emperor, a 
hiftory of the firft ten years of his reign, and 
received a princely prefent.

Promo- The emperor remained at Delhi nine months, 
tior.s. and returned to Lahore in the end of De­

cember the fame year. Soon after his arrival 
in that latter city, he raifed the vifier to the 
rank of feven thoufand ; and gratified him, at 
the fame time, with the government of Behar, 
which he was permitted to hold by deputy. The 
abilities of this lord in his high deportment, and, 
above all, his unintriguing difpofition, if the ex- 
preffion may be ufed, recommended him in the 
higheft degree to his mailer. He never fought 
a favour of the emperor ; and he conferred none 
without his permiffion. His affiduity to pleafe

confided



confided In hi? undeviating attention to bufinefs ; a . d. 
and he gained the affedfions of his prince, by mak- 
ing him believe, that he was the foie fprifig which ,059. 
moved all the affairs of his own empire. The s— r~w  
vanity of Shaw Jehan induced him to wifh that 
every thing was done by h i mf e l f and  the pru­
dent vifier^ did not, by his obvious interference, 
deprive him of the reputation which he drove to 
maintain. On the fame day that Sadulla was pro­
moted to the government of Behar, the prince 
Morad was raifed to that of the Decan. The em­
peror, though fond of his fon, didruded his na­
tural impetuofity and fire : he therefore com­
mitted the charge of the army on the frontiers 
to Shaw Nawaz, the father-in-law of Morad him­
felf. Without the confent of this lord, Morad 
was not to attempt any thing of material concern 
to the empire.

Though the Imperial ambadador, who had been ^ r®<?asn_ 
fent to congratulate Shaw Abas the Second on his dahar. 

accedion to the throne, had been well received at 
Ifpahan, the court o f Perfia had not relinquifhed 
their pretendons to the city of Candahar. 1 he 
arrangements necelfary to redore the kingdom 
to order, after the tyranny of Shaw Sed, had 
hitherto engaged their attention ; and̂  the nume­
rous armies employed by Shaw Jehan on his 
northern frontiers againd the Uibecs, rendered 
it imprudent to break with him, till they were 
withdrawn. After the pacification with the prince 
of Balich, the greater part of the Imperial army 
had been removed to the foutb, and a fair field 
was left for the defigns of Shaw Abas. That 
monarch accordingly, in the year 1648, marched 
with a great force toward Candahar;^ but the 
news of his preparations for the expedition had 
been previoufly carried to Lahore. Shaw Jehan,
who had arrived in that city toward the clofe of

the



A-p- the year, detached fifty thoufand of his troops 
under tlm vifier to cover Candahar. The prince 

,059• Aurungzebe joined that minifter with the forces 
( ' Rationed in his province of Moultan ; but before

they arrived, the city was furrendered to the Per­
sians by capitulation. Shaw Abas left ten thou­
fand mufqueteers to garrifon the place, and re­
treated with the reft of his army, 

zebe'be- , Aurungzebe and Saduila inverted the place in 
tieges it in tne March of 1649. bhe fiege continued more 
vai,!* than three months before a practicable breach 

was made ; and the Imperialifts, in a general af- 
fault, were repulfed with great lofs. The prince, 
however, did not raife the fiege : he continued his 
approaches, but he made very little progrefs to­
ward taking of the place. Winter was now ap­
proaching, and the weather began to be already 
very fevere in that high country. There was a 
great fcarcity o f forage and provifions ; and the 
warlike ftores were exhaufted. The emperor, 
being apprized of the ftate of his army, ordered 
the fiege to be raifed ; and Aurungzebe, without 
laurels, returned toward Lahore.

Nizier 4 1!’ the Perfian governor o f Candahar 
fians. and Murtizi, who commanded an army of ob- 

fei vation on the frontiers of that province, hav- 
ing joined their forces, fell on the rear of the 
Imperialifts in their retreat. Aurungzebe be­
haved upon the occafion, with his ufual fpirit and 
conduft. He fell upon the affailants in the flank, 
with a column of cavalry, which he had filed off 
Lorn his front, when he firft obferved the enemy. 
The Perfians were repulfed with confiderable 
daughter. _ Though defeated, they were not how­
ever intimidated. Being reinforced from Canda­
har, they hovered round the Imperial army ; and, 
after a few days, formed their line and offered 
battle. Aurungzebe did not decline to come to

adion.



aCtion. The (hock was from wing to wing ;  and A . D. 

the conteft was long and bloody. The prince ' f l ­
owed the victory which he obtained to the bravery 1060. 
of Rultum, one of his generals, who command- 
ed the referve, confiding of two thoufand horfe.
Ruftum, when the prince was on the point of 
quitting the field, fell on the enemy fword in hand, 
and threw them into confufion. Aurungzebe, in 
the mean time, reltored his ranks, and returned to 
the charge. The -Perliaus fled, and were purfued 
twenty miles beyond the field ; and the prince 
returned, with unexpected glory, to the emperor, 
who fet out foon after the arrival o f his fon for 
Agra.

The Ufbec Tartars beyond the Oxus, taking ufbecs ap - 

advantage of the debilitated ftate of Nidder Ma-p'° for aid' 
homm-ed, who had not recovered from the blow- 
given to his power by the conqueft of his country 
by the Imperialifts, invaded the dominions of that 
prince. Mahommed applied, in the character of 
a valfal, to the emperor, who was fo well pleafed 
with this mark o f his fubmillion, that he fent 
him a very confiderable fum of money, which 
was the principal thing wanted. The efcort fent 
with the trealure to Balich, conveyed his women 
and children to Mahommed ; but two of his Ions,
Chufero and By ram, who had been created nobles 
of the empire, remained from choice in India.
Many marks o f the emperor’s favour were con­
ferred on the family of Mahommed. An honorary 
drefs was given to each, together with a confider­
able fum of money. Nor had their education 
been negleCled. Mailers had been appointed to 
teach the young princes ; and the daughters were 
inftruCted in the fuitable accompiithmenfs of their 
lex.

The prince Morad, as before related, had re- 
been fent, under the tuition of his father-in-law, f ‘0° " the

into Oecan.



A .  D. into the Decan. Proud, haughty, and full of 
y ?1' fire, he could not bear, with patience, the con- 
»o6i. troul of that lord. He poffeffed abilities, and he 

—' knew it ; and he confidered it as an infupportable 
hardffiip to have the name, without the power of 
government. He, upon many occafions, ne- 
glefted the counfel given hint by Shaw Nawaz ; 
but at lafl: he added infult to contempt. “  Know 
you not,”  faid he one day to his father-indaw, 
“  that even you, who attempt to command me, 
are, by the Imperial commiffion, fubjedt to my 
government. Behave yourfelf, therefore, as the 
humble advifer, not as the proud dictator o f my 
meafures.”  Shaw Nawaz was enraged at this 
difrefpe£t; and he wrote letters of complaint to 
the emperor, who, without further examination, 
removed his fon from the government of the De- 
can. He, however, conferred upon him that 
o f Cabu!, and removed Ali Murdan to the go­
vernment of Cafhmire.

Auning- Morad, impatient in every ftatioft, did not 
feges e~ l ° ng keep the government of Cabul. Aurung- 

zebe, by the command of the emperor, made 
preparations for re-commencing the fiege of Can- 
dahar. Morad, inftead of afiifting him with the 
troops ftationed in his own province, threw 
every obftacle in his way ; and pretended that the 
necelfary fervice required all the troops under his 
command. To Aurungzebe’s commiffion for 
taking his choice of all the troops in the 
northern provinces, his brother oppofed his 
own commiffion for the abfolute command of 
the forces in Cabul. Aurungzebe wrote to 
the emperor; and Morad was ordered into 
the province of Malava. Upon his removal, 
his brother coliedted an army. The vifier joined 
him with fifty thoufand horfe from the fouth, ef- 
corting five hundred camels loaded with treafure

to
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to pay the army., five hundred with arms, and a . i>. 
two thoufand with other warlike ftores. The re- % 2- 
taking of Candahar engroffed fo much of the ,o^‘. 
emperor’s attention, that he himfelf made a pro- 
grefs to Cabul to fupport the befiegers. Channa- 
Zad, the fon of Afiph Jah, was upon this occa- 
fion raifed to the office of paymafter-general of 
the forces. Prince Suja came from his govern­
ment of Bengal to pay his refpefts to his father, 
foon after his arrival at Cabul.

The preparations for the fiege o f Candahar Candahar 
took up a confiderable time. Aurungzebe didin vain* 
not appear before it, till the month o f January- 
1652. He inverted the place on all fides, and be­
gan to make his approaches in form. But his 
gunners were bad, and his engineers, if  poffible, 
worfe. The fiege continued^ two months and 
eight days, without any impreffion being made on 
the city. All the warlike ftores were at length 
exhaufted; the army was difcouraged, from 
feeing no end to their toil. The prince was 
afhamed ; and the pofitive orders of his father 
recalled him to Cabul. Shaw Jehan, after all 
his expence and idle parade, returned, without 
having effeded any thing material, to Agra. In 
that city his firft bufinefs was to promote his 
children and nobles to honours and governments. 
Solitnan, the fon o f Data, was raifed to the dig­
nity of eight thoufand horfe, and fent to the go­
vernment of Cabul. Aurungzebe was ordered 
back to the Decan. Dara, who held G ’uzerat by 
deputy, was removed to Moultan: Suja returned 
to Bengal; and Shaifta Chan, one of the fons of 
the late vifier, was promoted to the government 
o f Guzerat, in the room of Dara.
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S H A W J E H A  N.

C H A  P.' V.

Inara's jealoufy of AurungzSbe-—His bad fuccefs 
before Candahdr— Raifed to a part of the Impe­
rial power— Rebellion of the Rana— Rife and 
character of fumla— Death of the vifier—War 
in Golconda— Exploits of Mahom?ned the fon of 
Aurungzebe— War and reduction of Bijapour— 
Sicknefs of the emperor— Too great violence of 
Dara— Emperor removes to Agra— Recovers—- 
Bara in high favour— Carries all before him at 
court.

iSj2. F H O U G H  Shaw Jehan, by his great attention
lo fil'. uPon ev€17  occafion to Dara, had convinced his 

fubjefts of his defign to appoint him his fuccef- 
D a ra ’s f°r in lhe throne, that prince was jealous of the 
jealoufy- growing reputation of Aurungzebe. The latter, 
rungzebe. in his frequent expeditions at the head of armies,, 

found various opportunities of gaining friends, 
by the places of honour and profit which he had,

. by his commiffion, to beftow ; and he was not of 
a difpofition to relinquifh by negligence, the in­
fluence which he had acquired by favours. Cool, 
fubtle, and felf-denied, he covered his actions 
with fuch an appearance of honed fincerity, that

men



rtien imputed his attention to their own merit, A.D. 
and not to his defigns. The penetrating eye of 165*- 
his father had pierced the veil which he had thrown 
over his ambition ; but the implicit obedience 
which Aurungzebe paid to all his commands 
flattered him into a kind of oblivion of his former 
obfervations on the duplicity of his character.
Dara had carried his jealoufy of Aurungzebe into 
a kind of averfion to his perfon. He envied him 
when fuccefsful; and he triumphed over his mif- 
fortunes: but his exultation was as fecret as his 
hatred, as both proceeded from fear, a paffion 
which his foul difdained to own.

Aurungzebe having twice mifcarried in his at- 
tempts on Candahar, Dara wilhed to gather lau- peditkm 
rels where his rival had failed. He applied to candahar 
his father for an army : infinuating, that the bad 
fuccefs which attended his brother, proceeded 
from his want o f knowledge and condudt. A  
very large fum was iffued from the Imperial trea- 
fury ; and the army and artillery in the provinces 
beyond the Indus were fubmitted to the command 
o f Dara. That prince invefted Candahar. The 
fiege continued five months, without any impref- 
fion being made. The (lores were at lad exhauft- 
ed, the troops were difpirited, and Dara found 
hiinfelf under the neceffity of retreating with 
lofs of reputation. Shaw Jehan was filent upon the 
occafion ; and even Aurungzebe, who triumphed 
in fecret over D ara’ s difappointment, attributed, 
in his converfation, this fre(h mifcarriage to the 
flrength of the place, more than to his brother’s 
want of abilities in war.

The unfuccefsful expedition to Candahar did tJe 1S fo' 
not (hake the emperor’s defign in favour of Dara. appointed 

He forefaw the tumult and diforder which were 
likely to arife from the ambition of his younger emperor, 
fons after his death j and he refolved to habituate 

Voi.. III. Y  them,



A. D. them, in his lifetime, to the authority of theif 
'j®?2- elder brother. Having ordered all the nobles to 
,062' attend the prefence; he defcended from his 

v-'—v— throne, took Dara by the hand, and placed him 
under the Imperial canopy ; commanding the 
lord" of the requefts to read aloud an editt, chang­
ing the name of Dara into that o f Shaw Belind 
Akbal, or T h e  E m p e r o r  of e x a l t e d  F o r ­
t u n e . “  Behold,”  faid Shaw Jehan, cc your 
future prince ! Upon him w>e leave the fupport 
of the reputation and honour o f the family of 
Timur.”  Nor was this merely a ceremony. He 
devolved on Bara a part of the Imperial power ; 
and made an allowance of more than two mil­
lions a-year, for the expences of his houfehold.

A  T u rld fn  Soon after this folemn appointment of Dara to 
embdiTj. the fucceffion, Shaw Jehan made a progrefs of plea- 

fure to the city of Ajmere. During his refidence 
in that.place, Zulfikar Aga, theTurkilh ambalfador, 
arrived from Buffora at Surat. He was received 
with the ufual honours, and efcorted by a party 
of the Imperial cavalry to court. The prefents 
which he brought to the emperor were rather 
curious and rare, than valuable. He was treat­
ed with the higheft diftindtion ; a table was kept 
for him at the public expence ; and he was grati­
fied with a confiderable prefent in money for 
his own private ufe. He remained for fome 
months in Hindoftan ; and Caim Beg, an Omrah 
of diftindtion, returned with him to Conftantino- 
ple, on the part of the emperor.

Marsja The Maraja, who owed his throne to an Im- 
ise reduced. Per'al decifion againft his elder brother, the un­

fortunate Araar Singh, forgot, about this time, 
the gratitude which he owed to Shaw Jehan. He 
llopt the payment of the ftipulated tribute, and 
began to fortify the ftrong city o f Chitor. The 
emperor detached thirty thoufand horfe, under

Sadulla



Sadulla the vifier, to chaftife him for his infolence, A. r>. 
and to demolilh the works. The Hindoo prince 
hung out the flag o f defiance, and the vifier in- 1061. 
veiled Chitor. Parties were at the fame time 
detached on allTides to lay wafte the open coun­
try. The refractory prince had not the fpirit 
neceflary to fupport his rebellion. He fent, on 
the eleventh day, to Sadulla a moft fubmiffive 
overture of peace. The minifter referred him to 
the emperor, who Hill remained at A jm ere; but 
that monarch would not receive the letters. Or­
ders were fent to profecute the fiege with vigour; 
and to give no terms. The Maraja, in this ex­
tremity, found means to convey a prefent to Da- 
ra. That prince foftened his father’s refentment; 
and the Maraja, upon paying the expence of the 
war, was reinftated in his hereditary dominions.

The moft memorable tranfaclion of the year 
was the promotion of Mahommed Jumla, to the 0f juinia. 
rank o f five thoufand horfe. He was recom­
mended to the emperor by the prince Aurung- 
zebe ; and as he is to make a great figure in the 
fequel of the hiftory, there is a propriety in pre- 
mifing fomething concerning his origin and gra­
dual rife. Jumla was a Perfian, born in Ardiiian, 
a village in the neighbourhood of Ifpahan. His 
parents, though o f fome ranic, were extiemely 
poor: he, however, found means to acquire fome 
knowledge of letters, which circumftance pro­
cured for him the place o f clerk to a diamond 
merchant, who made frequent journies to Gol- 
conda. In that kingdom he quitted his mallei s 
fervice, traded on his own account, and acquit ed 
a confiderable fortune, which enabled him to pur- 
chafe a place at the court o f Cuttub, tovereign of 
Tellingana. In that ftation he behaved fo well 
that he attracted the notice of his prince, who 
raifed him to a confiderable rank in the army.

Y  2 His



a . r>. His military promotion opened a field for the abiU 
‘̂ 6- lities of Jumla. He yielded to few in condufl: } 
1066. in courage to none. He rofe by his merit to the

-----v head of the forces of Tellingana. He led the
army into the Carnatic; and, in a war which 
continued fix years, reduced that country to fub- 
jediion. But when he conquered for his fovereign, 
he acquired wealth for himfelf. Cuttub wilhing 
to fhare with his general in the fpoil, difobliged 
him ; and he attached himfelf to the fortunes of 
Aurungzebe, who then commanded for his father 
in the conquered provinces o f the Decan. The 
prince, who was' an excellent judge o f character, 
faw fomething extraordinary in Jumla. He found 
him, upon trial, a fit inftrument for his ambiti­
on ; and he exerted all his influence at court in 
his favour.

Prorro- Soon after the promotion of Jum la, the elded 
t i o n s .  fon prjnce g uja was fent gy father from

Bengal to pay his refpedts to the emperor. Shaw 
Jehan, naturally fond of his pofterity, was ftruck 
with the accomplifhments o f his grandfon ; and 
raifed him to the rank of feven thoufand horfe. 
To avoid giving umbrage to Dara, always jealous 
of didindtions bedowed on his brothers, Cipper 
Sheko, the fecond fon of that prince, was pro­
moted to the fame rank of nobility. A  magni­
ficent fedival was given on the occafion ; at which 
the dependants of the two dignified princes af- 
fided. Though jealoufy prevailed in private be­
tween the poderity of Shaw Jehan, in public 
there was nothing but harmony and affedtion: 
Dara who, with the date of an emperor, polfef- 
fed alfo a part of the power, treated the fon of 
Suja with didindlion and refpedf. His fears of 
the ambition of Aurungzebe abforbed all his fuf- 
picions concerning the defigns o f his other bro­
thers. Suja, who was a man of pleafure, was not

fo



fo formidable as the hypocritical aufterity of Au- a . n. 
rungzebe ; and the open valour of Morad, without ^ 6- 
the neceffary balance o f prudence, was not an ob- ,o6& 
je£t of ferious terror. s— r " —'

On the twentieth o f February, 1656, the vifier D eath and 

died, after a fhort illnefs. He was forty-feven 
years of age at the time of his deceafe. His af- fier.' 
fiduity and ability in bufinefs recommended 
him, in an uncommon degree, to the empe­
ror’ s affe&ions; and the bier of the minifter 
was bathed with the tears of his prince. His 
parts were rather folid than Alining : induftry and 
indefatigable perfeverance made up for the defefts 
o f his genius. Experience rendered him matter of 
the detail of finance; and he was by habit con- 
verfant in the inferior intrigues, which are the 
fprings of aftions o f moment. His mind was too 
much cireumfcribed in its powers, to compre­
hend, at one view, the great line of public af­
fairs; but he could execute with precifion 
what he could not plan with judgment. He was 
fond of military fame, but he was unfuccefsful in 
the field ; though neither deficient in conduft nor 
deftitute of courage. Superftition, which was 
none of the follies o f the age, was the greateft 
defett in his chara&er 5 and his fanflity was faid 
to be frequently a cloke for difhonourable deeds.

The influence o f Jumla with Aurungzebe, 
was the fource o f anew  war in the Decan, though 
another caufe was afligned, to reconcile the em­
peror to the meafure. Cuttub Shaw, fovereign of 
Tellingana and o f a great part of Golconda, had, 
upon the defertion o f Jum la, imprifoned the fon 
o f that lord, and feized upon his wealth. Au­
rungzebe complained, in repeated letters, of Cut- 
tub to his father ; alleging, that he was dilatory 
in the payment of his annual tribute to the em­
pire. He therefore applied for leave to bring the

refradory



2 1 6  . T H E  h i s t o r y  o f  h i n d o s t a n ?

a . p. refra&ory prince to reafon by force. The empe- 
ror, jealous of his authority, gave permifiion for 

1066. the march of an army into the dominions of Cut- 
" v —J  tub. Mahommed, the eldeft fon o f Aurungzebe, 

commanded in this expedition ; a brave, an ob- 
ftinate, and a haughty prince, not to be fwayed 
from his purpofe either by argument or fear. 

Mabom- Mahommed, at the head of twenty thoufand 
fbn o f A n- horfe, entered fuddenly the dominions of Cuttub ; 
rungzebe and that prince, expe&ing nothing lefs than hof- 

tilities, was totally unprepared for war. He fent 
meffengers to the camp of the Imperialifls ; and 
paid down the arrears of the tribute. He, at the 
fame time, releafed Amin, the fon o f Jumla ; and 
endeavoured to footh Mahommed with rich pre- 
fents. This, however, was not the foie obied of 
the expedition of the Imperialifls. The fortune- 
of Jumla was ftill in the hands of Cuttub. A juft 
reftitution was demanded; and the latter in vain 
objeded, that the accounts between him and Jum­
la were not fettled; and, therefore, that till they 
were adjufted, he could form no judgment of the 
fum which ought to be paid. Mahommed continu­
ed obftinate, and advanced to the gates of Hy- 
drabad. When things appeared ready to come 
to extremities, a few chefts of money and forae 
calkets of jewels were delivered by Cuttub, as 
the whole wealth of jumla. Amin made greater 
claims in the name of his father ; and the prince, 
offended at the prevarications of Cuttub, ordered 
him to come out of the city to do him homage, as 
the grandfon of his emperor and lord, 

takes H y -  The pride of Cuttub was ftill greater than his 
drabad , avaT;ce> His mind revolted againft the very idea 

of homage ; and his rage overcame his prudence. 
Mahommed entered Hydrabad. Death and con- 
fufion filled every ftreet, and the city was fubmit- 
ted to the ravages of fire and fword. The fpoil

was



was great, but the defir udiion was immenfe. a . i>. 
The avarice of the Imperialilts was defeated by jj.j56■ 
their fury. 'J ’he flames moved quicker than de- 10si. 
predation ; fo that except fiiver, gold, and jewels, 
which neither the rage of men nor, of fire could 
deftroy, nothing o f value remained to the conque­
rors.

Cuttub, from this fcene of flaughter, tumult aPd de- 
and ruin, fled to the old city of Golconda, which- king 0fC 
flood about fix miles from Hydrabad. A  number Golconda. 

o f his troops and many of the citizens followed 
their fovereign. Mahommed immediately invent­
ed Golconda. Cuttub, in his diftrefs, refolved 
to try the fortune o f the field. He accordingly 
marched out with fix thou land horfe, twelve thou- 
fand foot, and a great rabble of half-armed men, 
to give battle to the Imperialilts. The affair was 
foon decided. Cuttub was defeated and the 
enemy entered the city at his heels. The honors 
o f war were renewed in every form. Mahom­
med waded through blood ; Cuttub threw him- 
felf at his feet, but he was not to be appealed by 
fubmiffion. The unfortunate prince at length pro­
duced his beautiful daughter, Rizia, to the vic­
tor, and he fheathed his fword. lie  married her 
in form, and a magnificent feflival was held to 
celebrate the nuptials. Mirth was mixed with 
forrow 5 and pageants o f joy with the foleinn fu­
nerals of the dead.

Mahommed, after .finifhing with more goodgeta™st° 
fortune than reputation the war with Cuttub, re­
turned to his father, who refided at Brampour. 
Aurungzebe wrote a pompous account o f thefuc- 
cefs of his fon to the emperor ; and that monarch 
raifed him to the rank of eleven thoufand horfe.
Shaifla, the fon o f the late vifier Afiph, was fe- 
cond in command in the expedition againfl Hydra- 
had ; and he, as a reward for his fervices, was

dignified



A. r>. dignified with the honours of fix thoufand horfe,
^57- Jumla, who had hitheito remained with Aurung.
,067’. zebe at Brampour, charged himfelf with the let- 

v— ters of that prince to his father. His fon Amin 
attended him to court; and both were received 
with diftinguilhed marks of kindnefs and efteem. 
His knowledge and abilities recommended Jumla, 
in a high degree. The place of vifier was vacant 
by the death of Sadulla, and notwithftanding the 
remonllrances of Dara, who was averfeto Jumla 
on account o f his attachment to Aurungzebe, 
that lord was inverted with the higheft office in 
the empire. The avarice of the emperor joined 
iffue, in this promotion, with the merit o f Jumla. 
When he received the feals, the prefents which he 
made amounted to more than fixty thoufand 
pounds of our money.

w^r with The emperor, foon after the promotion of Jum* 
Shaw. N» took a tour of pleafure toward the north.

Having hunted for fome time in the forefts on the 
banks of the Ganges, he returned to Agra ; and, 
upon his arrival, received intelligence of the 
death of Adil, king of Bijapour. The principal 
officers at the court of Adil, without alking per- 
miffion of the emperor, raifed the fon o f the de- 
ceafed to the throne. This condudl was highly 
refented by Shawjehan, who confidered the do­
minions of Bijapour as an appendage of the em­
pire. I  he expedient upon which he fell, was, in 
fome meafure, the fource of his misfortunes. 
The new vifier was ordered with twenty thoufand 
horfe into Bijapour, to depofe the fon o f Adil, 
till he Ihould make his fubmiffions in the Im­
perial prefence. Amin, who was his father’s de­
puty in his high office, remained at court to carry 
on the bufinefs of that department.

char’ fte^ • In month November o f the year 1656, 
of Aii 6 died A li Murdan, the nominal captain-general of
Murdan. '



(he Imperial forces, on his return from Agra to a . d. 
his province o f Cafhmire. His defe&ion from ,fiS7. 
his fovereign, the emperor of Perfia, and his de- V0I7. 
livering up the important fortrefs of Candahar, 
had highly recommended him to Shaw Jehan; 
and he had abilities to keep the favour which he 
had once acquired. The defigns of Shaw Sefi 
againft his life, were a fufficient apology for his 
revolt from that prince ; and the fidelity with 
which he ferved his benefaftor, is a proof that 
neceffity was the foie caufeof his treachery. He 
was rather a dignified than a great character; 
more fit for the fatigues of the field than for the 
intrigues of the clofet. He was a faithful fervant 
to his prince, a eonftant and unfiraken friend, 
an aQive and a gallant officer. A love o f money, 
which did not amount to abfolute avarice, was the 
greateft defeat o f his mind j but, were \ye to judge 
from the number o f his dependants, he was pofleffed 
o f a generous difpofition. Being always abfent 
from court in the government of various provinces, 
he had no opportunity for expending his vail in­
come ; and he therefore amaifed great wealth.
The emperor became the heir of his fortune, 
which, in money and jewels, amounted to one 
million eight hundred and feventy-five thoufand 
pounds.

Intelligence o f the march of Jumla flew before Expedi- 
him to the kingdom o f Bijapour. A li, the vifier Bijapour. 
o f the deceafed A dil, who had raifed the fon of 
that prince to the throne, had forefeen the Itorm 
which was now gathering over his head. He le­
vied forces; he fortified his difmantled caftles and 
towns. Jumla, in the mean time, advanced to 
Brampour. Aurungzebe joined him with his 
forces; and, with his ufual affedted humility, 
pretended to fubmit himfelf to the command of 
his father’s vifier. That minifter, however, was

too



a . D. too much attached to the interefts of the prince 
11%  to avail himfelf of his inodetly; and though 
1067, Jumia bore the name of commander in chief, the 

---- -— '  orders of Aurungzebe were only iffued and obey­
ed. The greateft harmony fubfifted between them ; 
for they reckoned this prefent expedition as a 
fortunate prelude to their future defigrxs.

Iider °f  Thfc lapid march of the Itnperialids difeon- 
certed the meafures of Ali. He had colle&ed 
an army, but it was too fmall and the troops 
too raw to rifque the fortune o f the field. He 
threw a numerous garrifon into Eider, which 
is one of the ftrongeft places in Hindoftan. 
With a body of cavalry he himfelf haraffed the 
enemy, leaving the command at Eider to Jan 
Jiffi 5 who had been thirty years governor of 
that important fortrefs. Aurungzebe arriving 
before Eider, reconnoitred it with great attention 
and care. He forefaw the difficulty which would 
attend, a fiege ; and he endeavoured, by bribes 
and large promifes, to corrupt the fidelity of 
Jiffi. I hat old officer rejected his propofals with 
indignation and difdain; and the prince, de­
spairing of fuccefs by intrigue, prepared to enfure 
it by force : he accordingly made his approaches 
to Eider.

Sen.cky , P n the twenty-feventh day of the fiege, a mine 
being fprung, a practicable breach was made in 
the firft wall.  ̂ Aurungzebe, wifhing to make a 
lodgment within the wall, ordered an affault. It 
happened that one of the principal magazines of 
the place was under a great bafiion in the fecond 
wall, oppofite to the breach. The befieged hav­
ing expended all their granadoes and ammunition 
m 1 opening the attack, this magazine was thrown 
open, that they might fupply themfelves with 
more. A  rocket by accident fell near the door 
ot the magazine, upon fome powder that had

been



been fcattered there in the confufton. It took A r>. 
fire, and, communicating with the magazine, 
blew up the baftion, which was covered with peo- 1067V 
pie, and deftroyed the greateft part o f the garri* ''" '“v 
ion, who1 had been drawn together into that place 
to oppofe the enemy. The governor and his 
three fons were numbered among the dead.
The affailants, in the mean time, fuffered confi- 
derably from the explonon. The whole place 
was expofed. The Imperialifts took advantage 
o f the confternation of the furviving part of. the 
enemy. A  thick darknefs, occafioned by the 
fmoke and dull, covered Bider: Auru.ngzebe
rufhed over the ruins ; and when light began to 
appear, he found himfelf • in the inidft of the cita­
del. Though there was no refifiance, death ra-. 
vaged all around him ; for even his authority 
could not appeafe, for fome time, the rage of 
the troops.

Ali, who had looked on Bider as impregnable, A d a Shaw- 

had depofited in that city the gjeateft part of his e ea ' ’ 
young fovereign’s wealth; and Aurungzebe ac­
quired an immenfe treafure as well as an unex­
pected reputation, from the capture o f the place.
The minifler, though firuck with the lofs of his 
ftrongefi: fortrefs, did not give all his hopes away.
He collected a numerous army of Abyffinian mer­
cenaries under the walls of Kilburga ; and placed 
the prince at their head. Aurungzebe defpifed 
the enemy too much to march againft him in per- 
fon. lie  detached twenty thoufand horfe, under 
the command o f Mohabet, toward Kilburga ; 
whilllhe himfelf fat down before Kallian, which, 
after a fiege of a few weeks, fell into his hands. 
Mohabet, in the mean time, cajne to battle with 
A li, and defeated his mercenary army with great 
daughter. Aurungzebe himfelf arrived in the 
camp foon after the battle, and invefted Kilburga, 
yvhere the fugitives had taken refuge.

Kilburga



C 2 Z  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  h i n d o s t a n .

a . d . Kilburga was large and well fortified. The
H f g a r r i f o n  was numerous, and made frequent fallies, 
to67. They at length iffued forth with their whole force, 

v—~v— came to battle, and were driven back into the city 
mUs.rub'  with great flaughter. Thefe repeated efforts weak­

ened thofe within ; but one of the generals of 
young Adil, who commanded a body of horfe, 
was very adtive in haraffing from without, the 
Imperial army. He cut off their convoys ; and 
a fcarcity prevailed in their camp. Aurungzebe, 
however, was not to be driven from his defigns. 
He carried on the fiege with unabating diligence ; 
and, having made a practicable breach in the 
walls, he took Kilburga by affault on the eleventh 
o f June, 1657. Adil, led by his minifter Ali, 
threw himfelf at the feet of the conqueror. The 
tribute of Bijapour was fixed at one million eight 
hundred and feventy-five thoufand pounds ; and 
a great fum toward defraying the expence of the 
war, was paid down by Adil. He, at the fame 
time, was obliged to give up his ftrongeft forts, 
and to fettle eftates upon fome of the adherents of 
Aurungzebe; That prince having changed the 
name of the city of Bider to that o f Zifferabad, or 
the City of Vidtory, returned in triumph to Brain- 
pour, thfe feat of his government.

Plans con- Jumla, the vifier of the empire, remained in 
tween the" armY during the war againfl: Bijapour. Af- 
vifier and ter the taking pf Bider, the name of Aurung- 
«be?ng” Z^ e aPP?ared firft in the commiflion for com­

manding the army. The attachment and grati­
tude of Jumla to that prince, induced him to 
requeft the emperor to confer upon him the ho­
nour as well as the power in the expedition. The 
meafure befides was favourable to their concerted 
plans o f ambition. Shaw Jehan was now become 
aged; and his exceffes in venery had weakened

his



his conftitution. The fcene of ambition was not a . d . 
diftant; and Aurungzebe, who had opened his '«S7- 
whole foul to Jum la, had concerted all his future 
meafures with that lord. Orders, in the mean 
time, arrived, for the vifier to return to court.
Having fworn fidelity and fecrecy to one another, 
the prince and the minifter parted at the gates of 
Brampour.

On the feventeenth of September, 16 57 , Shaw Emperor 
Jehan was fuddenly feized, in the city o f Delhi, falls flck* • 
with a paralytic diforder, accompanied with a vio­
lent ftrangury. He remained in a ftate of in- 
fenfibility for feveral days, and all hopes of his 
recovery vanilhed. But by the copious bleeding 
prefcribed by his phyficians, he was at length 
relieved. His diforder, however, returned, though 
not with the fame violence; and, on the oecafion, 
thd cuftomary ediff for the remiffion o f the taxes 
due for the year, when the life o f the emperor is 
in danger, was iffued, with the ufual formalities.
Large fums were, at the fame time, given to the 
poor, and to Fakiers o f reputed fandlity, for their 
prayers to Heaven for the recovery o f Shaw Je­
han. The mofques were filled with the devout; 
and the people in general exprelfed unfeigned 
grief at the danger of a monarch, under whofe 
aufpicious reign they had enjoyed proteftion and 
happinefs. A ll bufinefs was fufpended in Delhi.
Silence prevailed over the whole place ; except 
when that filence was broken by anxious enquiries 
concerning the emperor’s health. Shaw Jehan 
was a ftranger to the intereft which he poffeffed 
in the hearts o f his fubjefts, till he fell into a 
difeafe which was thought mortal by all.

The emperor being by his diforder rendered Para at- 
incapable of giving any attention to bufinefs, the go™eernlhe 
management o f public affairs fell into the hands meat, 
of Dara. His father had prepared for an acci­

dent
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A. r>. dent which might occafion a fufpenfion of go- 
D'?- vernment. An edict had fome time before been 
,067'. iifued, bearing that the fignet of Dara fhould be 

confidered as equally valid with that of the em­
peror, through all the dominions o f the houfe of 
Timur. The prince, however, till Shaw Jehan 
fell ill, made no ufe of this extraordinary power. 
When his father became infenfible, Dara mounted 
the throne. Warm, vehement, and precipitate, 
he adted the fovereign with too much violence. 
He iffued out a public order, that no perfon 
whatever fhould prefume, under pain o f death, 
to hold any correfpondence with his brothers, 
upon the prefent pofture of affairs. The agents 
of Aurungzebe and Morad at court, were.feized, 
with their papers, and imprifoned. The money 
in their hands, on account of the princes, was 
locked u p ; and, in fhort, the whole conduct of 
Dara betrayed the moll violent fufpicions of the 
defigns of his brothers.

H is vio- The fufpenfion of the vifier was among Dara’s 
tence. fjrft a<fts 0f  power. He fufpected bis fidelity, as

being raifed to his office by the influence of Au­
rungzebe. A n Indian prince, by the title of 
Rai Raima, was made temporary vifier; for the 
commiffions given by Dara were limited exprefsly 
to the time of the emperor’s illnefs. The prince, 
in the mean time, ordered all the nobles into the 
hall of prefence. He explained to them, with 
unfeigned tears, the hopelefs condition of the 
emperor. He hinted the ambition of his bro­
thers ; and the dangers which would arife to the 
empire from a civil war. “  The emperor,”  faid 
he, “  more from an idea of juftice, than from 
any fuperior affedion to me, has appointed me 
his fuccefior in the throne; and I find, in my 
own mind, no inclination to relinquish what 
Heaven and my father have thrown into my hands.

Thofe,



Thofe, therefore, who will fliow the earlieft zeal A .  D . 

in my fupport, (hall command my gratitude. ,1̂ _- 
Be explicit and open, as I always am ; and re- 1068. 
folve to continue faithful. Such of you as owe ^
favours to my brothers, will not ferve me with 
zeal. Let them, therefore, in their prudence, 
retire to their houfes. I want not their pretended 
fupport; and I will not bear with their intrigues 
in favour of others.”  The wilhes of the prince 
were commands. The lords, who had eftates in 
Bengal, in Guzerat, and in the Decan, the go­
vernments of Suja, Morad, and Aurungzebe, to 
avoid fufpicion, confined themfelves at home.

On the eighteenth of Oftober, the emperor Emperor 
being much recovered of his diforder, was placed w 
by his fon in a barge, which was ordered gra­
dually to fail down the- Jumna to Agra. The 
army and court moved along the banks of the 
river, with flow marches, under the command 
of D ara; who, though he paffed the mod of his 
time with his father, fpent the night always 
alhore. Several arrangements were made in the 
greater offices, during this progrefs. Chilulla 
was fent back to the government of D elh i; and 
Danifmund was turned out of his office of pay- 
mafter-general o f the Imperial forces. Amin, 
the fon of Jumla, had found means to recom­
mend himfelf to D ara ; and, notwithfianding that 
prince’s averfion to his father, the fon was railed 
to the vacant office of Danifmund.

The tour from Delhi was recommended to the Recovers, 
emperor, for the re-eftabliffiment of his health; 
and he gradually recovered on the way. On the 
1 6th of November, 1657, he arrived at a palace 
in the country near Agra, and he continued 
daily to mend, till the 7th of February, 1658, on 
which day he entered Agra in per fed health.
The populace, who had exhibited their affection

in
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A n. in filent forrow during his illnefs, crowded round 
Hif.' with tumultuous joy. His heart was opened
1068. at the fhouts of his people; and he ordered con- 

'— hderable fums to be diflributed among the poorer 
fort. The fir ft thing he did after his arrival in 
the Imperial palace, was to enquire for Jumla, 
the late vifier. He was, however, told that, 
during his illnefs, that lord had applied to him 
for leave to proceed to the Decan, and that the 
leave had been granted. He fent for Dara. The 
prince appeared before him ; and was feverely 
reprimanded, for difmiffing fo able a man from 
an office which demanded abilities. “  But 
Jumla,”  faid he, “  muft be difgraced, fince 
you will have it fo. Dara is to be my fucceffOr 
in the throne; and the authority o f the heir o f 
the empire muff not be diminifhed, by the redo- 
ration of men whom he has difmiffed in his dif- 
pleafure.”

F a vo u r for  ̂Dara had bellowed great attention and cafe on 
his father during his illnefs. He fat often* for 
whole nights, by his fide; and watched the very 
motion of his eye, to fupply him in all his wants. 
When the emperor was at the point of death, 
the prince dropt unfeigned tears; and he could 
not fupprefs his joy when the firll dawn of his 
father’s recovery appeared. But if  Dara’s filial 
piety was great, the emperor’s gratitude was not 
lefs. He exhibited to his fon unbounded tefti- 
monies of his affection and regard. He raifed 
him to the honours of fixty thoufand horfe ; and, 
in one day, gave him jewels to the value of one 
hundred thoufand pounds, twelve hundred thou­
fand in fpecie, and an order upon certain reve­
nues to the amount of three millions more. 
Three hundred Arabian horfes, with rich furni­
tures, and a number of elephants were, at the 
fame time, bellowed on the prince by the lavilh

hand



hand of his father. ct He who prefers the life a . d. 
of an aged parent,”  faid Shaw Jehan, “  to the 
throne of India, can never be fufficiently paid J068’. 
for his filial piety.”  v— '

Though Dara laid down the name o f autho- who car- 

rity at the recovery of his father, his influence forehirnat 
was equal to aCtual power. Soliman Sheko, his court, 
eldefl; fon, was appointed to the command of ten 
thoufand horfe, to fupprefs fome difturbances in 
the province of Allahabad; his fecond fon, Clip­
per Sheko, was raifed to the government of Be­
ll ar ; and Bahadur was fent as the deputy o f the 
prince, to manage the affairs of the province.
The Rana, Jeflwint Singh, who adhered to the 
intereft of Dara, was raifed to a higher degree of 
nobility. All means were ufed to attach the af­
fections of the grandees to the heir-apparent.
Jaffier Chan, known long for his abilities, was 
placed in the high office of vifier; Mohabet was 
fent to the government of Cabul, on account of 
his hatred to Aurungzebe; and the Rana, who 
had been faved from deftruction at the intercef- 
fion of Dara, was gratified with the rich and ex- 
tenfive province o f Malava.

Vol. 1 1 1 . Z S H A W
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C H A P .  VI.

Caufe of the civil war-.—Character of the Emperor's 
Cons— Dara— Suja— Aurungzebe— M o ra d S u - 

ja  takes the field— Defeated by Soliman the fon of 
Dara— Morad rebels in Guzerat— Aurungzebe 
in the Decan— Marches to Brampour— Battle of 
the Nirbidda— Preparations and obftinacy of Dara 
— Oppofes Aurungzebe— Totally defeated near 
Agra— Reflexions.

A . n .  q

O H  A W  Jehan, after a reign o f thirty years of
1068. profperity, found himfelf fuddenly involved in 

trouble and misfortune. The ftorm had been 
C aufe of long gathering: it was forefeen, but nothing 
wars''’1 could prevent it from falling. The emperor, 

with abilities for bufinefs, was addifted to plea- 
fure; and, though he was decifive in the prefent 
moment, he was improvident o f the future. His 
affection for his fons was the fource o f the cala­
mities which {hook his empire. Pleafed with 
their promifing parts when young, he furnifhed 
them with opportunities for exerting their talents 
in the cabinet, as well as in the field ; and when 
they became, by their own merit, objefts of pub­
lic attention, it was dangerous, if  not imprac­
ticable, to reduce them into private ftations.

The



The unfettled fyflem of fucceflion to the crown a . d . 
had rouzed their ambition, and awakened their 
fears. They were to each other objects of terror* 1068. 
as well as of envy. They all looked forward 1 
with anxiety to the death of their father; and 
each faw in that gloomy point, either a throne or 
a grave. Their hopes and fears increafed with 
their growing age. They had provided them- 
felves againft the important event o f his demife; 
and when he was feized with what was deemed a 
mortal difeafe, they broke forth at once from 
that filent refpect, which their reverence for the 
perfon and authority of a parent had hitherto im- 
pofed on their minds.

The means o f ambition, which their refpetlive "Views of 
ranks in the empire had placed in the hands of 
each of the fons of Shaw jehan, were great; but 
their boldnefs to carry their fchemes into execu­
tion was greater {till. High-fpirited and intre­
pid, they wifhed for no objeCt which their natu­
ral courage-durfi: not attempt to obtain: they 
were born for enterprize, and though beyond 
meafure ambitious, they loved danger more than 
power. Each was poffeffed o f armies and of 
treafures: and, being rivals in fame as well as in 
influence, they loft all affection for one another, in 
the more violent paffions of the mind. Dara, 
veiled with his claim of primogeniture, as well 
as with his father’ s declaration in favour of his 
fucceflion, confirmed the ambition of his brothers 
into rebellion. Suja, in pofleflion o f Bengal, 
was carried by his pride to the refolution of feiz- 
ing the whole em pire: Aurungzebe covered his 
ambition with motives o f religion ; and the vehe­
ment Morad arrogated all to himfelf by his cou­
rage. The figure which the brothers are to make 
in the fucceeding fcenes, feems to demand a de­
lineation of their refpeCtive characters.

Z  2 ' Dara,



A r>.  ̂ Dara, the eldeft fon of Shaw Jehan, was polite
*n h*s converfation, affable, open and free. He 

106S. was eafy or accefs, acute in obfervation, learned, 
witty and graceful in all his -aftions. He pryed 

Charader not into the fecrets of others; and he had no 
fecret himfelf, but what he difdained to hide. 
He came fairly upon mankind ; he concealed no­
thing from them, and he expended that faith 
"which he freely gave. Aftive, lively, and full 
of fire, he was perfonaily brave; and he forgot 
misfortune in the vehemence of his mind ; which, 
neglecting part evils, looked forward to future 
good. 1  hough elevated with fuccefs, he never 
was dejefted by bad fortune; and though no be­
liever in a particular providence, he met with all 
tne incidents of life as if they had been immove- 
ably determined by Fate. In his public charac­
ter, he was fometinies morofe, frequently haugh­
t y .  always obftinate, and full o f pride. Self- 
fufficient^ in his opinions, he fcarce could hear 
auvice with patience ; and ail he required of his 
friends was implicit obedience to his commands. 
®u.t, with this appearance of ill-nature, he was 
in-his difpofnion humane and k in d ; for though 
ce was Oiten paffionate, his rage w as not deftruc- 
tne ; and it puffed fuddenly away without leaving 
a ttace or malice behind. In his private charac­
ter Dara was, in every refpeit, unexceptionable. 
He was an indulgent parent, a faithful hufband, 
a dutirul fon. When he returned at night to his 
family, the darknefs which had covered his brow, 
throughout the day, was difpelled ; his counte­
nance was lightened up with joy, and his whole 
converfation difplayed a peculiar ferenity and be­
nevolence o f difpofiticn. Though no enemy, 
from principle, to pleafure, he was naturally vir­
tuous ; .and he filled up his ieifure time with 
*tu iru‘ ead o f thofe enervating indulgences,

which



•which render the princes of the Eaft effemi- a . d . 
nate. ‘/p8-

Suja was humane in his difpofition, averfe to loss’, 
cruelty, an enemy to oppreffion. In the execu- 
tion of juftice, he had no refped of perfons but O f Su ja. 

•when the natural tendernefs of his difpofition gave 
his mind a bias toward the unfortunate. Though 
honed:, like his brother Dara, he was not fo open 
and free. He never told a falfehood ; but he did 
not always tel! the whole of the truth. He was more 
tranquil, more clofe and referved than Dara ; and 
he was more fitted for the intrigues of party, and 
that management which is neceffary to dired the 
various paffions of men -to one point. He Was 
generous to his friends ; he did not difdain to 
hear their advice, though he, for the moft part, 
followed his own judgment of things. He was 
fond of pomp and magnificence; and much addicied 
to the pleasures of the haram. Graceful and 
adive in his own perfon, he loved in women that 
complete fymmetry of limbs which rendered 
himfelf the favourite o f the fex ; and he fpared 
no expence in filling his feraglio with ladies re­
markable for their beauty and accomplifhments.
In their fociety he fpent too much of his time ; 
but the warmth o f his conftkution did not make 
him neglect the neceffary affairs of life. During 
his long government of Bengal, he won the af­
fections o f the people by the foftnefs o f his man­
ners, and his exad  and rigorous execution of juf­
tice ; and the country flourifhed in commerce 
and agriculture, under the protedion which he 
invariably gave to induftry. I11 battle he was 
brave ; nor was he defiitute of the talents neceffa­
ry for a general; and we muff attribute his 
misfortunes in the field to the effeminacy of his 
troops, more than to his own •want of condud.

The



a . D. The charafter of Aurungzebe differed in every 
1658. refpeft from thofe of his elder brothers. Defti- 
1068. tute of that graceful appearance of perfon which 

'■—'"v— rendered them popular as foon as feen, he ac- 
O f  A u - quired, by addrefs, that influence over mankind, 
rungzebe. whjch nature had on them bellowed. In difpofi- 

tion ferious and melancholy, he eftablilhed an 
opinion of the folidity of his underftanding, even 
among thofe who had no opportunity of being 
acquainted with his great talents. Pliant and 
accommodating in his manner, he gained man- 
kind by flattering their pride ; and he wrapt up 
his behaviour in fuch plaufibility, that they attribut­
ed his attention to their own merit, more than to 
his defigns. His common converfation turned 
always on trifles. In affairs of moment he was re- 
ferved, crafty, and full of diflimulation. Reli­
gion, the great engine of political impoftors, he 
profefled in all its feverity. With it he deceived 
the weak, and awed into a kind of reverence for his 
perfon, the greateft enemies of his power. Though 
not remarkable for humanity, he did not natural­
ly delight in blood ; but ambition was his darling 
palfion, and before it vanilhed all the fofter feelings 
of the foul. Fear, which renders other tyrants 
cruel, had no place in his breaft ; but that pro­
vident caution, which willies to fhut up every ac- 
cefs to danger, made him carelefs about the lives 
of his rivals. Fie had a particular talent for 
kindling difienfions among thofe who oppofed his 
defigns ; and his art and cunning were more de- 
ftruftive to his enemies than his fword. 

p fM orad. Morad, the youngeft fon of Shaw Jehan, was 
by conftitution lively and full of fire. With too 
much levity for bufinefs, he gave up his time to 
mirth, affion and amufement. He delighted in 
the chace ; he was more fond of battle than of 
war. In riding, in bending the bow, in throwing

the



the lance, he met with few that could equal him a . d . 
in the armies which he commanded : and he was ifs8- 
more defirous of carrying the palm in the manly I068. 
exercifes of the field, than in the intrigues of the r-"~/ 
cabinet. He defpifed all cabals: he gloried in 
keeping nothing fecret. He thought it beneath 
his dignity to command mankind by a rt ; and he 
openly profefied, that he difdained to owe diflinc- 
tioti to any thing but the fword. “  To pofiefs a 
throne by the will of a parent, to owe it to birth,”  
faid Morad, 11 is unworthy of a great prince; 
and had not my brother fupported his pretenfions 
to the crown by arms, I would difdain to wear 
it.”  In battle his foul was a ftranger to fear; 
he was even an enthufiaft in his love of danger, 
and {laughter was his favourite paftime. In peace 
he was mild, though proud, liberal, affable and 
humane. But his very virtues were weaknefs ; 
and his fate furnifires a melancholy proof, that 
an open generofity of fpirit is never a match for 
hypocrify and deceit. Iiis fplendid qualities, 
however, rendered him popular in the arm y; 
and Aurungzebe, notwithflanding his fuperiority 
o f parts, owed, at lalt, his fuccefs over Morad, 
as much, at lead; to accident as to his known ta­
lents. Such were the illuftrious competitors for 
the throne of their father.

Suja, who had potTeffed the government of Ben- ^geld'* 
gal for many years, was the firfl: who appeared 
in the field, upon receiving intelligence of the 
dangerous illnefs of Shaw Jehan. He excufed 
his meafures by the violence of Dara. He was 
informed, that he had nothing to exped from 
his brother fhould he poffefs the throne, but im- 
prifonment, or even death ; and he affirmed, that 
neceffity had rendered rebellion lawful. The re- 
fources which Suja poffeffed, promifed fuccefs 
to his enterprife. He had accumulated treafure,

and



A .  D. and levied an army ; and, though his agent at 
court tranfmitted to him accounts of his father’s 

1068. recovery, he affeded not to credit the intelligence. 
When he pitched his tent in the field, he iffued 
out a manifeffo, which bore that Shaw Jehan 
was dead ; and that there were violent fufpicions 
of Dara’s being acceffary to his death. Though 
he received letters from the hands of his father, 
announcing his recovery, he alledged that they 
were a forgery by Dara to amufe him, and to 
divert him from his intentions o f revenging the 
death of the emperor on the parricide. The ene­
mies of Dara contributed by their letters to make 
Suja perfift in his refolution.

Oppofed Dara had the earlielt intelligence of the defigns 
m an  She- ^is brother ;  and he made the neceffary prepa- 
ic. rations againfi him. His fon Soliman, had march­

ed with ten thoufand horfe, to quell fome difturb- 
ances in the province of Allahabad. Dara order­
ed a reinforcement to fall down the Jumna, and 
to join Soliman, Raja Joy Singh and Debere 
Chan commanded the detachment, and they had 
pofitive infl. ructions, after joining the prince, to 
flop the progrefs of Suja to the capital with the 
fword. The emperor, however, repented of or­
ders procured from him by the violence of Dara. 
He was averfe to a civil war ; and he fent fecret 
direftions to Joy Singh to endeavour to induce 
Suja to return to his government o f Bengal. Thefe 
dire&ions were fcarce difpatched to the Raja, when 
advices arrived at court that the prince Morad, 
who commanded in the kingdom of Guzerat, 
was proclaimed emperor by the army ; that the 
receiver-general of the Imperial revenues, in op- 
pofing the ufurpation, had been flain in battle; 
and that Morad, having negociated a considera­
ble loan with the bankers of Ahmedabad, had 
coined money in his own name.

The



The intelligence o f this fecond rebellion haften- A. n. 
ed Suja in his meafures. He wifhed to be the 
firft of the competitors who fnould arrive at the 106S. 

capital ; and he therefore moved his camp to 
Benaris. When he was bufy in conltructing a Suja fur- 

bridge of boats for eroding the Ganges, Soliman hisclmp,
. appeared in fight on the oppofite fhore with his 
army. A negociation was fet on foot with Suja 
by Joy Singh j and it was at laft agreed, that the 
prince fhould return to his government and dif- 
band his army. The aftive fpiritof Soliman did 
not relifh this precarious pacification. Joy Singh, 
without his participation, had fettled the terms 
with Suja ; and he did not think himfelf bound 
by a truce, in which he had no hand, f ie chang­
ed his ground, and moved a few miles up the 
Ganges. The river, by an extraordinary drought, 
was remarkably low, Soliman, to the aftonifh- 
ment of every body, difeovered a ford by which 
the cavalry could pals. The circumftance was too 
favourable to the inclinations of the prince, not to 
be turned to immediate advantage. In the night 
he forded the’river ; and when day-light appeared, 
fell fuddenly on Suja’ s camp.

Suja, who confidered the Ganges as an infupe- 
table barrier, permitted himfelf to be completely 1
furprized. The fhouts of the army, and the elafhing 
of fwords firft rouzed him from fleep. f ie  flat ted 
from his bed, feized his arms, rufhed forth and 
mounted his horfe. When he looked round him, 
he beheld nothing but confufion and terror, {laugh­
ter and flight. His voice was not heard in the 
tumult; and i f  heard, it was not obeyed. The 
crowd around him was great; but his army was 
too much agitated by fear to be reduced to any 
form. As no man could truft to another, each 
endeavoured to provide for his own fafety by 
flight. The daughter o f . thofe who flood, re­

tarded



a . D. tarded the enemy in their purfuit of the fugitives.
H?g.’ Suja, with fome of his officers, fought with
1068. courage ; but they were driven into the river ; 

'— '( '  and the prince with great difficulty made his efcape
in a canoe, and fell down the ftream without 
flopping, till he reached Mongeer. Soliman, af­
ter his victory, marched into Bengal, and be- 
fieged Suja in the fort of Mongeer. But we mull 
turn our attention to another quarter o f the em­
pire.

ilhe’"ff" Aurungzebe, as has been already related, 
of 4  ca's returned to Brampour after having finifhed 

the war in Tellingana. He did not continue 
long in that city. He took up his refidence in a 
town in the neighbourhood of Dowlatabad, which 
he had rebuilt, and called after his own name 
Aurungabad. In this place he received the firfl 
news of his father’s illnefs ; but three months 
eiapfed before he heard any further intelligence 
from court. Dara, who was refolved to eflablith 
himfelf firmly on the throne in cafe of the demife 
of his father, had placed guards on all the ferries 
and highways ; at the fame time ifiuing orders to 
all the officers o f the cuftoms, and the commanders 
of diftridts, to flop all letters and travellers. 
Thefe circumflances induced Aurungzebe to be- 
lieve that his father was dead ; and he began to 
levy forces for his own fecurity. In the midft 
of his preparations, letters were received from 
Morad, who commanded in Guzerat. That 
prince informed Aurungzebe that Dara had ufurp- 
ed the throne, and was taking meafuresfor cutting 
off his brothers. He therefore propofed that they 
fnould join in their own defence. Aurungzebe 
embraced Morad’s propofal with joy. He knew 
his own fuperior abilities, which were more than 
a match for the open valour of M orad; 'and he 
hoped, that i f  by his .affiftance he could defeat

Dara,



“ j/
Dara, his own way to the throne would be paved, a . d . 
A negociation with Morad was opened, and the WS.' 
preparations for war continued.

Jumla, who had been difmifled from the office 
of vifier by Dara, arrived in the mean time from Gains 
Agra in the Decan. ■ Shaw Jehan having difap-over 
proved of that lord’s being turned out o f his de­
partment, endeavoured to gratify him in fome other 
way ; and had, for that purpofe, given him the 
command of a confiderable body of troops, to 
reduce fome places which kill held out in the 
lately conquered provinces. Dara, who vas jea­
lous of Jumia’s known attachment to Auruno-- 
zebe, kept his family in the capital as the hoftages 
c f his faith. Jum la, pitching his camp in the 
neighbourhood of Aurungabad, was informed of 
Aurungzebe’s preparations for war. He fent him 
a meffage, informing him that the emperor was 
recovered, and had refumed the reins o f govern­
ment. The prince, aftoniffied at the coldnefs of 
Jumla, fent to demand a conference: but that 
lord, fearing the fpies of Dara who were difperfed 
over the camp, refufed to wait upon a man, who 
was arming againft his fovereign.

Aurungzebe penetrated into the caufe o f this Jum la. 

cautious conducl. He knew that he was attached 
to his interek ; and that it was only the fear of 
Dara’s refentment againfl his family, prevented 
him from joining with alacrity in his own views.
He therefore had recourfe to art. Mahommed 
Mauzim, the fecond fon of Aurungzebe, was a 
great favourite with Jumla. That prince was 
lent to vifit him with proper inkrudtions from his 
father. Mauzim, who was then about feventeen 
years of age, pofTeffed a part of Aurungzebe’s 
addrefs. He waited upon Jumla in his tent, 
without any previous notice, and was received 
with great kindnefs and dikinckion. When night

vv^s



a . d. was coming on, Jumla put the prince in mind o f 
the time; and Mauzim told him, that having 

1068. waited upon him without either the permiffion or 
^ k n o w l e d g e  of his father, he was afraid of return­

ing without the cuftomary honour o f being at­
tended by the perfon to whbm he had paid the 
vifn. Jumla, who was alhamed of being defec­
tive in point of politenefs, agreed to accompany 
Mauzim home. When they came to the prince’s 
apartment, Jumla fignified his intention of re­
turning ; he was, however, perfuaded to enter.

■ Mauzim retired, and his father appeared. He 
earneftly infilled, that Jumla, with the army under 
his command, fliould join in his defigns upon the 
throne. That lord excufed himfelf, on account 
of his family, who were in the hands of Dara. 
It was at length agreed, that the perfon of jumla 
fhould be feized ; and an order iffued for confif- 
cating all his effe&s. This expedient fecured him 
the refentment of both parties ; and a door 
of reconciliation was left open, which ever fide 
Ihould prevail. The troops, foon after the impri- 
fonment of their general, joined the Ifandard of 
Aurungzebe.

Marches On the fixteenth of February, 16^8, Aurung- 
fm’tabad. zebe marched from Aurungabad with twelve thou- 

fand horfe ; leaving his fecond fon Mauzim with 
a fufficient force fo r the protection of the 
Decan, from whence he intended to derive his 
fupplies for the war. Nijabut Chan, defcended in 
a direCt line from Timur, commanded his van­
guard, and took the route of Brampour. He 
himfelf followed with the main body, and arrived 
on the firlf o f March at that place. He remained 
at Brampour near a month, for an anfwer to the 
difpatches which he had fent to Guzerat to his 
brother. His propofals to that prince were fo 
obviouily hypocritical, that only the open fpirit of

Morad,



Morad, who,being full of honefty himfelf,fufpe<Sed A . D. 

no guile in others, could be for a moment deceived.
He profeffed in his letters, that he had always 1068. 

been his affe&ionate friend ; that Dara, from his 
natural weaknefs, was incapable of holding the reins 
of government, befides that he was from princi­
ple indifferent about all religion; that Suja, with 
abilities little fuperior to Dara, was a heretic, 
and by confequence unworthy of the crown.
“  As for me,”  continues Aurungzebe, ££ I have 
long fince dedicated myfelf to the fervice of God.
I defire only for that fafety and tranquillity which 
fuits the fervency o f my devotion. But I will, 
with my poor abilities, adift Morad to take poffef- 
fion of a fceptre, which the united wifh.es of the 
people of Hindoftan have already placed in his 
hand. Morad may then think of his faithful 
Aurungzebe, and affign him a quiet retreat, for 
palling the remainder of his life in the aufterities 
o f religion.”

Morad, who, with his fplendid qualities, was His m a- 

felf conceited and vain, afcribed Aurungzebe’s 
moderation to his own fuperior merit. He wrote 
back to his brother, that he was ready to join 
him with all his forces; and, for that purpofe, 
was preparing to march from Ahmedabad. On 
the twenty-fecond o f March, Aurungzebe having 
received the difpatches o f Morad, left the city of 
Brampour, and took the route of Ugein, where 
the brothers had preconcerted to join their forces.
Arriving on the banks o f the Nirbidda, he was 
informed that the Maraja, Jelfwint Singh, had, 
on the part of Dara, taken poffedion o f Ugein, 
with feventy thoufand horfe. He was beyond 
meafure altonilhed, that the enemy had not fent 
a part of his army to guard the paffage of the 
river, which might have flopt his progrefs. He, 
h>wet ir, with his fmall force durft not crofs it ;

and



A  n and he encamped on the oppofite banks in anxi-
Hi? ous expectation of the arrival of Morad.
1068 The Maraja, inftead of attacking Aurungzebe

— -"with a force that promifed a certain victory, 
Opppf«J when he had advanced within ten miles of the 
bidda/ rebels, took poffeffion of a woody hill, on the 

top of which there was an extenhve plain. In 
this place he intrenched his army •, and contented 
himfelf with detaching flying fquadrons to awe 
the enemy from eroding the river. The conduct 
of the Maraja, who was perfonally brave, pro­
ceeded in a great meafure from his pride and ar­
rogance. He w'as heard to fay, That he waited 
for the junction of the brothers, that he might 
in one day triumph over two Imperial princes. 
Aurungzebe owed his fafety to this unaccount­
able folly. His finall army, when he arrived on 
the banks o f the Nirbidda, was fo much fatigued 
with the march, and fpent with the exceffive heat 
of the weather, that he might be routed by an 
inconfiderable force.

•Morad ^  A few days after Aurungzebe’s arrival at the 
Nirbidda, the van of Morad’s army entered his 
camp. When they were firft feen, on a rifing 
ground near the army of Aurungzebe, the ene­
my ftruck his tents, and advanced toward the 
banks of the river. Aurungzebe difpatched a 
meflenger to baften Morad, who tvas If ill about 
fifteen miles diftant. He himfelf, in the mean 
time, refolved to take the prefent opportunity to 
pafs the river, which by the late extreme drought 
had become fordable. He placed, therefore, his 
artillery, which was worked by fome Frenchmen 
in his fervice, on a rifing ground, and entered, 
the river in columns, under his own fire. The 
Maraja, trufting to the height o f the banks and 
his advanced-guard, who were already engaged 
with the enemy, contented himfelf with drawing

UP



up his army in order o f battle at a diftance. Au- a  d . 
rungzebe, having forced the palfage of the river, j^s. 
encamped on its b a n k ; and the nest day he was ,068*. 
joined by Morad, who had left his army on their 
march. The brothers, after a long conference, 
refolved to attack the enemy by the dawn of the 
morning; whiift orders were feat to the forces 
o f Morad, who were not yet arrived, to hold 
themfelves in readinefs for aftion.

The Maraja, by his fcouts, being apprifed of 
the motions o f the rebels, was ready to receive \ i a nvja. * 

them. He drew up, before day-light, his army 
in order of battle, to be ready to accommodate 
his aifpofitions afterwards to the appearance of the 
enemy’s line. He accordingly began the afldon 
with the Mogul cavalry, but thefe were foon re- 
pulfed by the veteran troops of Aurungzebe.
The Maraja, who forefaw the difcomfiture of the 
Moguls, fhewed behind them the front o f thirty 
thoufand of his native troops the Rajaputs, in 
whom he chiefly confided. Aurungzebe, upon 
feeing this formidable body, drew back from the 
purfuit, and reftored his line. The Maraja ad­
vanced with impetuofity, and the prince met him 
half-way. The fhock was extremely violent; 
and the rebels were on the point of giving way, 
when Morad, with his troops, juft arrived on 
the field, attacked the enemy in flank. The vic­
tory was fnatched from the hands o f the Rajaputs: 
their prince difdained to fly. The wings were 
broken and ruined ; but the centre, animated by 
the prefence o f their prince, flood its ground. 
Slaughter and danger increafed every moment.
Morad was irrefiftible on the right flank; and 
Aurungzebe, who had been on the point o f re­
treating, advanced again to the charge. The 
Rajaputs behaved with their ufual bravery; but 
they were furrounded on all Tides. The action

became



A. n. became mixed and undiftinguifhed. Friends were 
'Or- miftaken for foes, and foes for friends. Uncer- 
ic6S. tainty would have fufpended the fword, but fear 

made it fall every where. About the fetting of 
the fun, the field, covered with ten thoufand dead 
bodies on the fide of the enemy, was left to Au­
rungzebe and Morad. The Maraja, after the 
battle was over, drove his chariot, byw ay of bra­
vado, quite round the army of the vidlors; and 
when it was propofed to Aurungzebe that a party 
fhould be detached in purfuit o f that prince,- 
“  No,”  he replied, “  let the wounded boar have 
time to fly.”

ivTafctii'ne The bad fuccefs of the Maraja proceeded not 
cHhe Ma-1510116 from his own folly, than from the addrefs 
raja’s wife, of Aurungzebe. That prince had his emiffaries 

in the Imperial .camp, who infinuated to the rigid 
Mahommedans, that fhould the Maraja prevail, 
their religion would be at an end in India. The 
Moguls accordingly made but a faint refinance ; 
and the whole weight of the a£tion fell upon the 
RajaputS. The Maraja, after his- defeat, was 
afnamed to appear at court. He retreated to his 
own country ; but his wife, a woman of a mafcu- 
line fpirit, difdained to receive a hufband not co­
vered with victory. She flint the gates of her 
caftle againft him. He in vain remonftrated, that, 
though unfuccefsful, he had fought with the brave­
ry of his anceltors, as appeared from the num­
ber of the flain. “  The flain,”  faid Hie, “  have 
left Jeffwint without an excufe. To be defeated • 
is no nev/ thing among the Marajas, but to fur- 
vive a defeat is new, Defcended from their blood, 
adopted by marriage into their houfe, they left 
their glory in the hands of Jeffwint, and he has 
tarnifhed it with flight. To be the mefienger of 
the ruin of his armies, to Ihow to the world that 
he fears death more than difgrace, is now become

the



the employment o f my hufband. But I have no a . d. 
hufband. It is an impoftor that knocks at our 
gates. Jeffwint is no more. The blood of kings IO1*. 
could not furvive his lofs of fame. Prepare the 
funeral pile! I will join in death my departed 
lord.”  To fuch a pitch of enthufiafm had this 
woman carried her ideas of valour. She herfelf 
was the daughter of the late Rana, and Jeffwint 
was of the fame family. He, however, prevailed 
upon her to open the gate of the caftle, by pro- 
mifing that he would levy a new army, and reco­
ver from Aurungzebe the glory which he had loft 
to that prince.

The princes, after their vi&ory over the Mara- Aurung- 

ja, entered Ugein in triumph. Morad, who zebe re~ 
loved battle as a paitime, was unwilling to flop in U gein. 

that city ; but Aurungzebe convinced him that it 
was necelfary to refrefh the troops for a few days, 
after the fatigues o f a long march, and the toils 
of an obftinate action. Pie at the fame time informed 
him, that time fhould be given to their vi&ory to 
work upon the fears of the enemy.“  Befides,”  faid 
Aurungzebe, “  there are thirty thoufand men in 
the army of Dara, whom I intend to gain over 
to my intereft before we Ihall again engage.”  The 
true caufe of this delay was a want of information 
of the real ftate o f the court of Agra. If Dara 
was the fovereign, Aurungzebe had no doubt of 
carrying all before him, on account o f the un­
popularity of that prince among the nobility ; 
but if the reins o f government had revertecf into 
the hands of Shaw Jehan, who ŵ as, in a manner, 
adored both by the army and the people, he was 
fure that even his own troops would defert him in 
a day of battle. He had fent privately exprelfes 
to his friends at Agra, and he waited for their 
return.

Vol . III. A  a The



A .  D. The news o f the battle near the Nirbidda ar- 
iiff? ‘ rived, in the meantime, at court. Dara was en- 
1068. raged at the Moguls, from whofe cowardice or 

perfidy the rebels derived their fuccefs. The em- 
Perp’ei ty peror himfelf was perplexed beyond meafure. 
peror6.'™ ' He was fenfible of the determined refolution of 

his rebel fons : he dreaded the violence of Dara; 
He faw nothing but misfortune before him, and 
fome dreadful calamity hanging over himfelf and 
his family. The eager preparations of Dara for 
another battle, alarmed him as much as the ap­
proach of the rebels. A  vi&ory would make 
Dara mailer of the empire : a defeat would throw 
himfelf into the hands of thofe whom he oppofed. 
His mind flew from one refolution to another, and 
he could fix on none. The profpeQ: was gloomy 
before him ; and feeing no point on which he 
could reft his hopes, he left all to chance. 

Preparati- Dara, with the natural activity and vehemence 
ra, ot his temper, prepared, with redoubled vigour, 

for the field. He palled like a flame through the 
capital, and kindled thoufands into an eagernefs 
equal to his own. When the firft news of the 
defeat of the Maraja came to court, Dara fent 
an exprefs to his fon Soliman, who befieged 
Suja in Mongeer. * He defired him to make the 
bell terms which the urgency of the times would 
admit with Suja, and to return to Agra by forced 
marches. A  negociation was opened accordingly 
with^lhe befieged prince. His neceflities made 
him mien, with eagernefs, to a treaty. Soliman, 
in the name of the emperor, reinftated him in 
the government of Bengal, after having exa&ed 
from him a folemn promife of taking no farther 
part in the wrar. He himfelf marched, night and 
day, to reinforce his father ; and had he arrived 
in time, Aurungzebe might have given his hopes 
to the wind. Soliman .was then in the twenty-

fixth



fixth year of his age ; graceful in his perfon, and a . d . 
vigorous in his mind. Nature feemed to have 
formed him for war. He was brave in aQion, l06S. 
fedate, and poffeffing himfelf in the greateft dan- —r— 
gers. He was generous in his difpofition, liberal 
in his fentiments, pleafing to his friends, humane 
to h s enemies. He poffefttd the fire and warmth 
of Dara without his weaknelfes; the prudence of 
Aurungzebe without his meanneis and deceit.

The Imperial army, in the mean time, marched who 
out of Agra under the conduct of Dara. The 
emperor became more and more perplexed, as Aurung- 
matters approached to a decifion. He knew. Morad,d 
that the nobles loved not Dara : he knew that the 
belt troops were abfent with Soliman. One ex­
pedient only remained, and that, i f  followed, 
would have infured fuccefs. He ordered the Im­
perial tent to be pitched without the walls ; de­
claring, that he would take the field in perfon 
againft the rebels. His friends faw an end to his 
troubles in this refolution. His own army to a 
man would die in defence of his power ; and 
even the troops of Aurungzebe and Morad had 
openly declared, that they would not draw their 
fwords againft Shaw Jehan. The infatuation of 
Dara prevented his father’s defigns. He had 
recourle to intreaty, and when that failed, to 
commands. The emperor, whofe intellects had 
been in fome meafure impaired by his illnefs, 
was, at firft, fhocked at the obftinacy of^Dara.
That prince, whofe filial piety wa? even greater 
than his ambition, waited upon his father. He 
threw himfelf at his feet, andearneftly requefted 
that he would not endanger his health by taking 
the field ; as, upon his life, the profperity of the - 
empire depended, in days of fo much trouble.

The emperor, having yielded to the intreaties of ch" ge|:~ 
Dara conjured him, though bent on war, to avoid 

A  a 2 coming



a . d . coming to a&iori till the arrival of his fon. The 
malignity o f his fate prevailed alfo over this 

,oS8. advice. He faid not a word to his father ; but 
- r - '- '  his countenance expreffed chagrin and difcontent. 

“  Then go, my fon,”  faid Shaw Jehan, “  but re­
turn not without vi&ory to me. Misfortune feems 
todarkenthe latter days ofyour father; add not to 
his grief by prefenting yourfelf before him in 
your diftrefs, left he .may be induced to -fay, 
That prudence, as well as fortune, were wanting 
to Dara.”  The prince had fcarce parted with his 
father, when news arrived of the march of the 
rebels from the city of Ugein. Dara placed 
himfelf at the head of the army, which confifted 
of one hundred thoufand horfe, with a thoufand 
pieces of cannon. He advanced haftily to the 
banks of the river Chunbul, which is twenty miles 
from Agra. A  ridge of mountains, which extend 
themfelves to Guzerat, advance into the plain 
country, along the Chunbul, to within twenty- 
five miles o f the river Jum na; and this pafs Da­
ra occupied with ftrong lines, ftrengthened by 
redoubts, which were mounted with artillery.

AeteU’rgr - Dara had not lon& remained behind his lines, 
the rear of* when the Pences, on the firft of June, appeared
rial ™ e ° n !he °PPofitf  barlk of the Chunbul, and pitched 
Junes i. ' ’ Aeir canrp within fight of the Imperial artny.

Aurungzebe reconnoitred the fituation of the ene- 
my, but he was not to be forced. His army con­
fided not of forty thoufand men ; and they were 
fatigued with the heat of the weather and the 
length of their march. But there was no time 
to be loft. Soliman, covered with laurels, was 
approaching fall with the flower of the Imperial 
army, to fupport his father’s caufe. No hopes 
prefented themfelves to Aurungzebe; and he be­
came, o f a fudden, fullen, melancholy, and per­
plexed. To retreat was ruin : to advance deftruc- 
tion. He was loft in fufpence. Morad, with



Ms ufual love o f arduous undertakings, was for a . d . 

forcing the lines ; but a letter from Shailla, the '6j 8- 
fon of Afiph Jah, and who was third in com- 
mand in the Imperial army, broke off that m e a - r - —' 
fure, by prefenting a better to the brothers.
This treacherous lord informed Aurungzebe, that 
to attempt the lines would be folly, and that the 
only means left him was to leave his camp Hand­
ing to amufe Dara, and to march through the 
hills by a bye-road, which two chiefs, who were 
direded to attend him in the evening, would 
point out. The princes clofed with the propofal.’
The guides joined them in the evening, and they 
decamped with the greateft filence, leaving their 
tents, baggage, and artillery under a ftrong 
guard, who were to amufe the enemy. The army 
moved about thirty miles that n ight; and the 
next day they were difcovered by the fcouts of Dara’s or- 
Dara, in full march toward Agra. t i "  J u n e "

Dara decamped from his lines with precipitation, s- ’ 
leaving the greater part o f his cannon behind him.
By a forced march he pufhed between the enemy 
and the capital ; and on the fourth of June, he 
prefented himfelf before the rebels. On the 
morning of the fifth, the prince or dered the army 
to be formed in order of battle. Rufium Chan, 
an experienced general from Tartary, marfhalled 
the field. The artillery was placed in the front, 
joined together with chains to prevent the paffage 
of the cavalry o f the enemy. Behind the artille­
ry flood a number o f camels, mounted with fmall 
fwivels, which the riders of each camel, without 
lighting, could charge and difcharge with eafe.
In the rear were drawn up the mufqueteers in 
three lines; and the two wings were formed of 
the cavalry, armed with bows and arrows toge­
ther with fabres. One third of the cavalry form­
ed the referve behind the lines. Dara placed 
himfelf in the center, mounted on a lofty elephant,

from



a  n. from which he could command a view of the 
Jff®' field, The treacherous Shaifta took the com- 
io6», mand of the right wing ; and that o f the left was

<>---- - deltined by Dara for Ruflum. That officer, who
was acknowledged the moll experienced com­
mander in Hindoitan, was a&ually at the head of 
the army. He bore the commiffion of captain- 
general, and all orders were iffued by him. He 
reprefented to Dara, before the adtion commenced, 
that he intended to place himfelf at the head of 
the referve in the rear, where he might diredt 
the movements of the field, and iffue out his or­
ders as the circumftances of affairs might require. 
“  My poll,”  faid Dara, “  is in the front of bat­
tle ; and I expedt that all my friends ffiall partake 
o f my danger, if  they wiffi to ffiare the glory 
which I hope to obtain.”  The generous and in­
trepid fpitit o f Ruftum was offended at this reflec­
tion. He anfwered with a ffern countenance and 
a determined tone o f voice, “  The front of 
battle has been always my port, though 1 never 
contended for an empire; .and i f  I wiffied to 
change it to-day, it was from an anxiety for the 
foitune of Dara.”  ihe prince was {truck with 
the impropriety of his own conduct. He endea­
voured to perfuade Ruftum to remain at the head

That of r f^ e r v e  > but he went beyond hearing, and
Aurung- placed himfelf in the front of the left wing.
SLk'-‘ Aurungzebe, on the other hand, having mar-

fttalled his army into order of battle, requefted of 
Morad to take the command of the center. He 
committed the left wing to his fon Mahommed, 
and he placed himfelf on the right. Morad was 
aftoniftied, and pleafed at the eafe with which 
Aurungzebe affigned to him the port of honour. 
But the crafty prince had two reafons for his con- 
duft.  ̂ Morad was haughty, he had affumed the 
mpenal titles, and though, out o f a pretended 

complaifance to his father, he had laid them
down,



down, he looked forward with undeviating ar­
dour to the throne. It was not the bufinefs of A- r)- 
Aurungzebe to offend him at this critical junc- H?g.‘ 
ture. But his other reafon was equally prudent. IoS8> 
Ruftum commanded the left wing of the enemy; 
and he was the moft renowned general of the 
times. He had paffed many years in the fervice 
o f the Tartars and Perfians, being bred up to the 
field from his youth, in which he had almoft emi­
nently diftinguifhed himfelf. He had been prefent 
in one hundred general a&ions ; he was habitu­
ated to danger, and perfeft mafter of his own 
mind in the moft defperate fituations. Aurung- 
zebe therefore could not truft the experience of 
Ruftum, again ft the conduct, of any but his own.

Both lines began now to move from wing to The battle 
■ wing; and the artillery opened on both fides. begms- 
Ruftum advanced, on the left, with a hafty pace, 
directing the march of his troops by the motion 
o f his fword. Aurungzebe ordered a part of his 
artillery to point toward Ruftum ; and that ge­
neral received a cannon-ball in his breaft, when 
he had advanced within five yards o f the enemy.
The whole wing ftopt at the fall of Ruftum : but 
Sitterfal, one o f the chiefs of the Rajaputs, at 
the head of five thoufand horfe, fell in, fword in 
hand, with Aurungzebe. Shaw Mahommed, 
who commanded under the prince, oppofed the 
Rajaputs with great bravery. A  fharp conflict 
enfued ; and the Rajaputs began to file off, when 
their leader engaged perfonally with Shaw Mahom­
med. The Rajaputs drove to cover their chief, 
but in vain; he was cut down by the iabre of 
Mahommed. The whole wing fell into diforder, 
but did not fly ; and a promifcuous daughter co­
vered the field with dead.

Dara, mounted on his elephant, in the mean Dora's 
time advanced with the centre. He was obferved y ■ •-■  •

by



A .  D. by his army to look over all the line, and they 
h,Y gathered courage from his intrepid demeanor. A
1068. part of the enemy’s artillery was oppofed to the 

—r— «' very point where Dara advanced. A  heavy fire 
was kept up, and his fquadron fell into a kind of 
diforder ; but when he waved his hand for them 
to advance, they refumed their ranks, and follow­
ed him with ardour. Before he could come to 
blows with the enemy, a fecond volley occafioned 
a fecond diforder. He however flood up on his 
elephant, and, without any change in his coun­
tenance, called out with a loud voice to advance 
with fpeed. He himfelf, in the mean time, fell 
in with the firft line of Morad. He rufhed 
through with his elephant, and opened a way for 
his horfe, who, prefTmg into the heart of the 
enemy, commenced a great flaughter.

bravery! w^°^e centre under Morad was broken,
and the prince himfelf was covered with wounds. 
He endeavoured to lead his troops again to the 
charge; but they were deaf to his commands. 
He ordered his elephant to be driven among the 
thickeft of the enemy ; being determined to fall 
with his fortune, or, by a brave example, to re­
animate his flying troops with hopes o f recovering 
the day. His boldnefs was attended with fuccefs. 
His fquadron feeing the enemy furrounding their 
prince, were afhamed of their terror, and poured 
around him. Arib Dafs, an Indian chief, thrice 
ftrove to reach Morad with his fword ; but he 
did not fucceed, on account of the height o f the 
elephant. H e, however, cut the pillars which 
iupported the roof o f the Amari or caflle, which 
falling upon the prince, incumbered him in fuch 
a manner, that he could not defend himfelf. He 
however difengaged himfelf, and dealt death with 
his arrows on every fide. In the mean time 
Mahommed, the fon of Aurungzebe, was fent by



his father’s orders from the left to the afliftance a . d . 

of Morad. He came up when the prince was in !l?53- 
the greateft danger. Frelh fpirit was given to ,068. 
the troops of Morad, and Dara received a check. v—

The battle now raged with redoubled fury. D ara, by 

The elephant of Morad, rendered outrageous by tCCl" 
wounds, rulhed forward through the columns of en ’ 
the enemy. Mahommed, afhamed of being left 
behind, followed him with great ardour. Dara 
did not retreat. He gave his orders with appa­
rent compofure. But a cannon-ball having taken 
off the head of his fofter-brother, who fat with 
him on the elephant, he was almoft blinded with 
the blood. A  rocket, at the fame time, palling 
by his ear, finged his turban ; a fecond followed, 
and having ftuck in the front of the Amari, burft, 
and broke it all to pieces. His colour was feen 
then to change. The lord who drove the elephant 
obferved an alteration in the prince; and, whe­
ther through perfonal fear, or for the fafety of 
his mailer, is uncertain, retreated a few paces.
Dara reprimanded him with feverity; but the 
mifchief was already done. His fquadrons faw 
the retreat of the prince; and their fpirit flag­
ged. He however ordered the driver to turn his 
elephant toward the enemy, but that lord repre- 
fented to him, that now, being marked out by 
the rebels, it were better for him to mount his 
horfe, and purfue the fugitives, for that now 
very few remained on the field. He alighted; 
but there was no horfe to be found. He fought 
for fome time on foot. At length he mounted 
a horfe whofe rider had been killed.

Almoft the whole o f both armies had now left -s defea£_ 
the field. Not a thoufand men remained with td . 

Dara, and fcarce one hundred horfe with Au- 
rungzebe and Morad. The latter however fought 
with increafmg ardour. His young fon, o f about

eight



a  d . eight years o f age, fat with him upon the ele- 
phant. Him he covered with his ihield, and 

jo68* dealt his arrows around on the enemy. Aurung- 
'— ' zebe, having in vain endeavoured to rally his flying 

fquadrons, advanced with fifty horfemen to the af- 
fifiance o f Morad, hoping more for an honour­
able death than for a victory. It was at the very 
inftant that he came to blows with the Imperial- 
ifts, that the unfortunate Dara difmounted from 
his elephant. His fquadrons who had ftill adhered 
to that prince, feeing the elephant retreating 
with the Imperial ftandard, thought that Dara 
had been killed. The caufe for which they fought, 
in their opinion, no longer exifted. They be­
took themfelves to flight; and when Dara had 
mounted his horfe, he found the field bare of all 
his troops. He fled with precipitation, and the rebel 
princes found themfelves at the head of only two 
hundred horfemen, in poffeffion of an unexpected 
victory.

Reflea;- This battle, in which many thoufands were 
flain on both fides, was loft to Dara by an ac­
cident ; though that prince was guilty of
previous follies, vchich made men forbode no 
good to his arms. Had he fat on his elephant a 
few minutes longer, the princes his brothers 
would have been involved in thofe irretrievable 
misfortunes which now furrounded him. But his 
evil ftars prevailed. He who never received 
counfel before, was ruined by hearkening
to advice ; and Aurungzebe, who had placed his 
hopes on art and intrigue, owed, at laft, his fuc* 
cefs to his valour, Dara, like a defperate gam­
bler, threw all upon throw ; and when Fortune 
favoured him in that, he turned the dye for his 
foes. Had he permitted Shaw Jehan to have 
taken the field, his brothers would fcarce 
have dared to negociate for their lives; had he

waited



S H A W  J E H A N ,  2 5 3

waited for his gallant fon, it would not have been a , d . 

a conteft but a flight. But ambition had dazzled '̂ s8- 
the eyes of Dara, and he could not fee things in I068. 
their proper light. Had the emperor appeared at —-v—J 
the head of his forces, his power would be at 
an end. Had Soliman arrived frefh from the 
conqueft of Suja, the glory of vi&ory would have 
refted upon that prince. Dara, unfortunarely 
for himfelf, was, from his love of power, afraid 
of his father; and, from the defire of fame, en­
vious of the renown of his fon.

S H A W
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C H A P .  VII.

Reflexions— Dara appears before his father—His 
flight to Delhi— The army deferts Soliman Sheko 
— Shaifla Chan condemned to death— Refcued—  
The confederate princes appear before Agra— 
Aurungzebe writes to his father— Conference be­
tween him and the princefs Jehanara— His art­

fu l conduct— By a Jiratagemfeizes the citadel and 
the emperor— Deceives Morad— Marches with 
him in purfuit of Dara— Seizes and imprifons 
Morad— Purfues Dara— Mounts the throne at 
Delhi— Reflections on his conduct— The news of 
his acceffion brought to Shaw Jehan— Character 
of that pr ince.

A . D. ^ T p
1S58. X HE decifive battle, which qualhed for ever
106*1'. hopes of Dara, and gave the crown of Hin-

doftan to Aurungzebe, was fought within fixteen 
Retiec- miles of Agra. The viftor, aftonifhed at a piece
tions. 0f good fortune which he did not expe£t, purfued

not his enemies beyond the field. The fugitives 
on both fides had rallied, in the rear of the fmall 
parties who continued the action, and prefenfed 
a fhew of firmnefs, without any inclination of re­
newing the combat. To an unconcerned fpe&a-

tor



tor it would have been difficult to determine A, d . 
which party had prevailed. The flight on each >*s8- 
fide was equal; and the field was left, by both 
armies, to the dead. But Dara was conquered s-—y— 
in his own mind ; he paflfed iuddenly through the 
half-formed lines of his rallied army, and men,
■ who wanted but an excufe for flight, relinquilhed 
their ground with precipitation, Aurungzebe 
was firft convinced of his victory by its confe- 
quences; but whether from policv or fear is un­
certain, he forbore to advance towards Agra.
He gave time to his troops to recover from their 
terror; as well as room to his enemies to increafe 
their panic: befides, the affairs of his rival were 
not defperate. Should the emperor take the field 
in perfon, the rebel princes, notwithftanding the 
advantages which they had obtained, would have 
vaniffied from his prefence. But his diftemper 
had not left Shaw Jehan, and he was incumbered 
with the indolence o f age.

The emperor had fat all day, in anxious expec- Dara 3T>- 
tation, in the tower over that gate of the citadel fwe hisfa- 
which looked toward the field of battle. Parties ther- 
o f fugitives had often alarmed his fears ; but the 
exprefies from Dara, during the time of aftion, 
had as often reftored his hopes. The prince at 
length came to the foot of the wall, with marks 
of his own defeat. To mention the refult of the 
battle was fuperfluous; his appearance betrayed 
misfortune. “  The rebels, I perceive, have pre­
vailed,”  faid Shaw Jehan with a figh ; “  but 
Dara Sheko muff have had fome other caufe than 
fear for his flight.” — “  Y es,”  replied the prince,
“  there is a caufe. The traitor Shaifla Chan!
I have loft the empire, but let him not efcape un- 
punifhed.”  The emperor bent his eyes to the 
ground, and for fome time uttered not one word ; 
at length fuddenly ftarting up, he faid, “  What

means



a . d . means Dara to do?” — ct To defend thefe walls,”  
Hj5̂ ' replied the prince. “  You deceive yourfetf,”  
106R. faid Shaw Jehan ; “  walls are no defence to thofe 

J who have failed in the field.”  Having exprefled 
himfelf in thefe words, he ordered the by-ftanders 
to remove. He then advifed Dara to fet out im­
mediately for Delhi. He told him, That the go­
vernor o f that city ihould have orders to fupply 
him with all the public money in his poifeifion; 
and that an exprefs fhould be immediately dif- 
patched to his fon Soliman, to march along the 
northern banks of the Ganges, and to join him 
in the province of Doab, which lies between that 
river and the Juinna.

Flies Dara, approving of this advice, retired to his
own palace, and made preparations for his im­
mediate flight. He loaded all his elephants and 
chariots with his women and flaves ; and for want 
of beads o f burden, he imprudently left his trea- 
fure behind. About midnight, the unfortunate 
prince iffued out of Agra, mounted on horfeback, 
accompanied by a few menial fervants. One of 
the pikemen who attended him, had the infolence 
to ride clofe by his fide, and to murmur in his 
ears concerning the lofs which he himfelf fuftained 
by fuch an abrupt departure. Dara was enraged 
at this fudden mark of his own fallen condition. 
“  Slave!”  faid he, “  murmur not at your fate. 
Behold me, who but yefterday commanded ar­
mies, reduced thus low, and forget your own 
trivial misfortunes. Behold me, who am called 
great as Darius,”  alluding to his own name, 
“  obliged to fly by night, and be filent concern- 
ing your fate.”  The pikeman was {truck by the 
reproof. He Ihrunk back, and the other fervants 
wept. One of them was fo much enraged that 
he prepared to chaftife the flave ; but Dara inter- 
pofing faid, “  Forbear! the friends of the un­

fortunate



fortunate have a right to complain in their pre- a . D. 
fence.”  >658.

Dara proceeded through night, and deceived ,068". 
his misfortunes by repeating fome of the elegies 
o f Hafiz, a famous poet of Shiraz. When he to D elhi, 

had rode two miles from Agra, he heard the 
noife of horfemen approaching from behind. He 
flood and drew his fword ; but they were two 
private foldiers, who, having perceived the prince 
palling through the gate of the city, took a refo- 
lution to join him. They told their bufmefs; 
and Dara was prevented from thanking them by 
his tears. He had not advanced many miles, 
when an officer, with forty troopers joined him ; 
and by the dawn of the morning, feveral men of 
diftinftion came up with him, with three hun­
dred horfe. W ith this retinue he continued his 
rout to Delhi; and arrived in that city on the 
third day after his departure from Agra.

The emperor, anxious about Dara, fent to his Raifes 
palace foon after his departure. He underffood fortes' 
that, in the confufion, he had neglefted to carry 
along with him his treafure. He immediately or­
dered fifty-feven mules to be loaded with gold 
coin, and to be fent to his fon under the protec­
tion of a detachment of the guards. But a tribe 
of Hindoos, who have fince made a figure under 
the name of Jates, having intelligence of this 
treafure, defeated the party, and feized the mo­
ney. This was a dreadful blow to Dara. Thirty 
lacks of the public money were only found in the 
poffeffion of the governor of Delhi; and the mer­
chants and bankers would fubfcribe to no loan, 
in the prefent untoward pofture o f the prince’s 
affairs. The threats o f military execution at laft 
enabled him to raife confiderable fums, for which 
he gave orders on the Imperial treafury. Soldiers

flocked



A. D. flocked round his ftandard; and he had, in a 
few days, the appearance of an army.

1068. Aurungzebe, who (till remained encamped
'---- -—«■>' near the field of battle, was informed of every
Aurunc.- tranfa&ion in Agra by his fpies. The greateft 
rupKC°r* lords, who looked upon him as the heir if not 

the actual pofleffor of the empire, endeavoured 
to gain his favour by giving him intelligence. 
He found that all the hopes of Dara depended 
upon the army under the command of his Ton; 
and he refolved to gain it over to his own views. 
He fent letters to the Raja Joy Singh, he wrote 
to Debere Chan, who were next in command to 
Soliman Sheko. He exaggerated, if  poflible, the 
hopelefs condition of D ara; he informed them, 
that the army of that prince had joined his 
ftandard, that he himfelf had fled unattended to 
Delhi, that he could not efcape, as orders had 
been diftributed through all the provinces to feize 
him, as a public enemy. “  Shaw Jehan,”  con­
tinued Aurungzebe, “  is rendered unfit for go­
vernment by age and infirmities. Your hopes, 
and even your fafety, mull depend upon me ; and 
as you value both, feize Soliman, and fend him 
to my camp.”

the army Joy Singh, who received the firft letters from 
So lim an . Aurungzebe, was perplexed. His fears flood 

againft his adherence to Soliman; his honour 
rendered him averfe to fide with Aurungzebe. 
He went to the tent of Debere; and that lord 
placed the letters which he alfo had received, in 
his hands. To feize the prince was a meafure of 
peril, from his known valour; to attempt to fe- 
duce the army, whilft he remained at its head, 
dangerous. They followed the middle courfe as 
the fafeft. When the news of the defeat of Dara 
arrived at the camp, about a day’s march beyond 
Allahabad, the prince called a council of war.

He



He propofed to march ftraight to Delhi; they A. n. 
diffented, and plainly told him, that they would 
not ftir from the camp till more certain advices 1068'. 
arrived. The prince, anxious to join his father, 
was diftreffed beyond meafure. He endeavoured 
to perfuade them ; but their meafures had been 
taken. He applied to the army ; they too were 
traitors, and difobeyed. Inftead of being able to 
affift Dara, he became afraid of his own fafety.
He refolved to leave a camp where he had no 
authority. He, however, altered his opinion, 
and remained; but the principal officers, with 
their retinues, left the camp.

Shaifta Chan, who had commanded the right Shaitia 
wing of Data’s army in the late battle, betrayed demnedlo 
his truft, and retreated without coming to blows death, 

with the rebels. He returned to A g ra ; and a 
meifage was fent him by the emperor, command­
ing him to appear in the prefence. Flis friends 
advifed him not to obey; but his confidence was 
equal to his want o f faith. He trufted in his own 
power; he was encouraged by the vicinity of the 
victorious princes. He went, and flood un­
daunted in the prefence. The emperor, offended 
before at his treachery, was enraged at his im­
pudence. “  You villain,”  faid he, “  you fon 
of a villain, how could you prefume to betray 
my fon and me?”  Shaifta took fire at the re­
proach. “  The name,”  he replied, “  I con- 
fefs, is not unfuitable to Afiph Jah ; he inverted 
Shaw Jehan with power, by delivering the heir 
o f the crown into his hands.”  The emperor 
ftarted from his throne, and drew his fword. He 
looked furioully around on the nobles, and cried,
“  Will none of you feize the traitor ?”  All were 
filent; the emperor repeateu the fame words.
Fowlad Chan ftept forth, threw Shaifta to the 
ground, and binding his hands behind him, afked 

Von. Ilf. B  b the



A . D . the further pleafure of Shaw Jehan. “  Throw 
h ;'8- him headlong,”  faid he, “  from the Imperial 
>o6R. baftion.”  When they were dragging him to ex- 

v- n r ^ '  ecution, Shaifta cried out to the emperor,
“  Shall you, who are the vicegerent of God, 
break his laws, by (bedding blood; on the feventh 
day of the holy month of Ramzan ?”  Shaw Jehin 
nung down his head for a moment; and then 
ordered him to be kept bound till the next day. 

R efcu ed . Ihe friends of Shaida were, in the mean time, 
apprifed of his danger. They gathered from all 
quarters, and colledted near ten thoufand men, 
who came to the gate of the citadel, and peremp- 

' torily demanded him from the emperor. Shaw 
Jehan continued obifinate during the night. In 
the morning, the'force of the rebels had increaf- 
ed ; and he perceived that they were refolved to 
come to extremities. He fent for the prifoner; 
and obliged him to write an order for them to 
difperfe. They faw through this piece of policy. 
They refufed to obey the commands of a man 
fubjeft to another’s power Scaling ladders were 
actually applied to the walls; and the emperor 
was obliged to comply with the demands of the 
infurgents, and to reffore Shailta to his free­
dom.

The On the ninth of June, the confederate princes
per"CbtaP~ appeared with their army before the capital. Ihe 
foie A g ra . city was in no condition to fultain a fiege; and 

the gates were left open. Aurungzebe, declining 
to enter Agra, pitched his tent in a garden with­
out the walls. His fchemes were not yet ripe for 
execution ; and he allumed an appearance of mo­
deration. Morad lay ill of his wounds ; and, be­
ing unable to attend to bufmefs, a fair field was 
left for his brother. The emperor, when the 
van of the rebels appeared in fight, ordered the 
gates o f the citadel, which was a place of great

(Irength.



ftrength, to be (hut. This refolution alarmed A. d , 
Aurungzebe. T o  attack his father would be a 
meafure of great imprudence. His health being 1068. 
re-edablilhed, his fubje&s ftiil looked up to him 
as their only lawful fovereign. Aurungzebe, 
therefore, refolved to fubditute art in the place 
o f force.

When he arrived at the gate of the city he Aurmg- 
fent a trudy meffenger to his father. He ordered 
him to touch the ground in his name, before the fher. 
emperor ; and to fignify to him, that Aurung­
zebe ffill retained for him the affeftion of a fon, 
and the loyalty o f a fubjeCt; that his grief for 
what had happened was exceedingly great; that 
he lamented the ambition and evil defigns of Da- 
ra, who had forced him to extremities ; that he 
rejoiced extremely at the emperor’s recovery from 
his indifpofition ; and that he himfelf remained 
without the city, in humble expectation o f his 
commands. Shaw Jehan being no ftranger to 
the dark, crafty, and intriguing difpofition of 
Aurungzebe, received his meifenger with affeCled 
joy. He had long difcovered his paffion for 
reigning ; and he refolved to meet deceit with du­
plicity. He, however, was not a match in art 
for his fon; and by endeavouring to intrap Au- 
rungzeSe, he himfelf fell at lad into the fnare.

Shaw Jehan, to expifcate the real defigns of his 
rebellious fons, fent his elded daughter Jehanara 
to vifit them, upon their arrival at the gates of 
Agra. Aurungzebe having owned the fuperio- 
rity of Morad, the princefs went fird to. his tent.
Morad was of a difpofition that could neither con­
ceal his hatred nor his love. He knew that Je­
hanara was inviolably attached to theintereds of 
his elder brother ; and being at the fame time fret­
ful through the pain o f his wounds, he treated 
her with difrefpeCt, and even ufed harlh expref- 

B  b 2 fions.



A . d . fions. The haughty fpirit of Jehanara was itn- 
patient of infult. She called for her chair in her

1068. rage, and told hint, that his brutality was equal 
to his crimes. The behaviour of Morad to his 
filler was inffantly carried to Aururtgzebe, by 
his fpies. He ran out of his tent, and ftopt her 
chair. “  Will my filler,”  he faid, “  leave the 
camp without enquiring concerning my health? 
My long abfence, Jehanara, has, I fear, blotted me 
out of the memory of my relations. Should you 
not deign yourfelf to honour me with your pre­
fence, it would have been 3dnd to have lent to me 
one of your meanelt Haves, to give me fome ac­
counts of my father.”  Having flattered her pride 
with fuch expreflions as thefe, he prevailed upon 
her to enter his tent, where (he was treated with 
the highefl: refped and diltindion. 

princefs- f 0 S a *n  t ^ e  confidence ° f  Jehanara, he pre- 
Jehanara tended the greateff remorfe for his own behaviour. 

He told her, that his happinefs in life depended 
upon his father’s forgivenefs o f his errors. “  But 
why did I call them errors, Jehanara ?”  faid he, 
“  they are crimes ; though 1 might plead as an 
excufe, that 1 was deceived by defigning men; 
but my folly in believing them, has thrown dis­
credit on my underltanding, in my own eyes.”  
His affeverations were accompanied with tears ; 
and the princefs was deceived. “  1 am no 
ftranger,”  Are replied, “  to the fentiments of the 
emperor, on a fubject which has caufed fo much 
of his forrour. He is molt offended at Morad, 
who has added the name of Sovereign to his other 
crimes. He confiders Aurungzebe as only mif- 
led by mifreprefentation ; Morad as an obffinate 
and determined rebel. Defert him, therefore, 
and you may not only depend upon forgivenefs, 
but upon all the favour an indulgent parent can 
bellow on a fon whom he loves.”

Aurungzebe’s



Aurungz'be’ s countenance appeared lightened a . 
up with joy, during the time which (he employed in '6s8- 
fpeaking. But an alFected darknefs returned upon ” 'fs. 
his features when (he mentioned Morad. “  Da-  ̂
ra’ s party,”  he then began, “  is ruined ; and 
Fortune has added to the friends of Morad. The U ^  
firfl is unpopular, on account of his paffionate 
feverity among, the nobility ; the latter beloved, 
for the open honefty of his difpofition and his 
unequalled valour. “  As for me,”  continued 
Aurungzebe, “  I am what I feem, a man devoted 
to the fervice o f God ; a character little calcu­
lated to gain the favour of men. But (hould Da- 
ra appear to have friends to fupport my endea­
vours to regain the efteem of my facher, I venture 
to affure Jehanara, that I will fucceed or perifh in 
the attempt.”  He fpoke thefe words with fuch an 
appearance of emphatic fincerity, that the princefs 
was overjoyed. In the opennefs of her heart, (he 
informed him o f all the refources of her brother 
Dara ; and (he mentioned the names o f his prin­
cipal friends. Many who pretended to be in the 
intereft of Aurungzebe were of the number; 
though they had yielded for the prefent to the 
bias of fortune. Without any perfonal affedlion 
for Dara, they affected his caufe from a principle 
of juftice. “  I atn rejoiced, Jehanara,’* faid 
Aurungzebe, ** at the difcovery you have made.
No doubts now remain to perplex my mind. Go 
to my father, and fell him, that in two days he 
fhall fee Aurungzebe at his feet.”

Shaw Jehan, upon this occafion, forgot the Emperor 
natural cautioufnefs o f his character. He looked t0 
upon his fchemes as completed ; and thought he 
faw Aurungzebe already fubmitting to his cle­
mency. In the fullnefs of his heart he fat down 
and wrote a letter to Dara. He acquainted the 
prince, that1 the bad afpefl o f his fortune began to

change.



A n . change: “  Aurungzebe,”  faid he, “  is difguft-
nfg.' ed with the infolence of Morad. He is to aban-
1068. don that haughty young man, and to throw him- 

felf at my feet. A  foolifh and inexperienced 
boy, who owed all his fuccefs to the abilities of 
his brother, mult foon fall when deprived of his 
fupport. But we are not to depend upon the con­
trition o f Aurungzebe. When he lhall enter the 
citadel, his perfon will be feized. Hold yourfelf, 
therefore, in readinefs to march with all expe­
dition to Agra. Two days more /hall carry to 
you accounts of the full completion o f our de­
signs.”  The emperor placed his letter in the 
hands of Nahirdil, one of his trully Haves. He 
ordered him to let out for Delhi at midnight, with 
all expedition.

intercept- . The impatience of the emperor proved fatal to 
ed. his fchemes. Shaifta Chan had his fpies in the

, prefence ; and one of them informed him, that a
letter had been written, and given in charge to 
Nahirdil. He fufpected that it w'as intended for 
D ara; and he occupied the road toward Delhi 
with fome faithful friends. Nahirdil had fcarce 
ilfued out o f the gate of the city, when fome 
horfemen furrounded and feized him. He was 
brought to Shailta, who perufed the letter. Ele­
vated with the difcovery, he immediately went to 
the palace of Aurungzebe ; for that prince had 
now taken up his refidence in the city. The Have 
was confined with the greateft fecrecy. The 
prince read the letter without emotion. He had 
always doubted the emperor’s fincerity, when he 
promifed his forgivenefs to a fon who had ruined 
his armies in two battles. He, however, pro- 
fecuted his plan of deceit with indefatigable per- 
feverance. To befiege his father in the citadel 
would be an unpopular, if  not a dangerous, mea- 
fure. I he reverence which the army Hill had for

their



their aged fovereign, would prevent them from a . r>. 
drawing their fwords againft him. But the citadel ^58. 
muft be poffeffed, and the perfon of the father 1068.
muft be placed in the hands of his ambitious fon ; 'T '" " '
otberwife he may give his hopes to the wind.

On the fifteenth of June, Aurungzebe was to Al,r™g- 
have performed his promife of vifiting his father fchemes 
in the citadel The emperor, full o f anxiety, 
looked forward to the appointed hour, in which 
he faw. a period to his misfortunes. A letter from 
his fon was delivered into his hands, when he 
expe&ed him in perfon. He told his father, that 
his crimes were of fo deep a dye, that he could 
not dived himfelf of fear that the injured empe­
ror would not forgive him. “  However much 
defirous I am of being received into favour, I 
cannot rifque my perfonal fafety in the prelence.
The guilty are always timid. Permit me, there­
fore, to receive the molt convincing proofs of my 
fovereign’s forgivenefs ; and let my fon Mahom- 
med, who reveres the perfon and authority of 
his grandfather, be admitted into the citadel . ith 
a guard for the prote&ion of my perfon.”  Shaw 
Jehan, anxious for the execution of his own pro­
ject, found, that without confenting to thefe 
propol'als, it muft be entirely fruftrated. He 
therefore returned for anfwer, that Mahotnmed, 
with a certain number of men, might come.

Mahommed, accordingly, having received the r0feizethe 
proper inftrudfions from his father, entered the emPeror- 
citadel, and difpofed his party in different places.
The emperor, in the mean time, had concealed 
a body of men in a court adjoining to the haram.
The prince roaming about, lighted on thefe men.
He complained to the emperor of an intention 
againft his father’s perfon; he therefore plainly 
told him, that till thefe men were removed, he 
would fend a meffenger to Aurungzebe to flop

him
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A. D. him from coming into the citadel. Shaw Jehan, 
^ |8, whether he put fome confidence in the promifes of 
1068. his fon, or that he thought he could feize him by

'----*----- means of the women and eunuchs of the feraglio,
is uncertain ; but he removed the foldiers out of 
the fort, as a proof of his fmcerity. It after­
wards appeared, that the emperor relied his hopes 
ona number of robuft Tartar women in the haram, 
whom he had armed with daggers; and who, 
from the fpirit of their country, were fit for an 
undertaking of boldnefs.

hanWf fen Mahommed, contrary to his expectations,
prifoner.c found his party fuperior within the citadel. He, 

however, concealed his intentions. Every thing 
w'as fettled ; and the emperor and his grandfon 
remained in filent expectation. News was at laft 
brought, that Aurungzebe had mounted his horfe; 
and that the proceffion of his retinue was approach­
ing. Shaw Jehan was elevated with hopes ; but 
the crafty prince, as if ftruc c with a fit of devo­
tion, ordered bis cavalcade to change their courfe, 
and to move toward the tomb of Akbar, where he 
intended to offer up his prayers to Heaven. When 
the emperor was informed of this circumftance, 
he ftarted up from his throne in great rage. 
“  Mahommed,”  faid he to the prince, “  what 
means Aurungzebe by this behaviour? Is he 
more anxious to appeafe the fpirit of his great 
anceftor for his crimes, than the offended majef- 
ty of his own father ?”  Mahommed calmly re­
plied, “  My father had never any intention to 
vifit the emperor.”  “  What then brought Ma­
hommed hither ?”  retorted Shaw Jehan. “  To 
take charge o f the citadel,”  Mahommed coolly 
rejoined. The emperor finding himfelf betrayed 
and outwitted by his grandfon, bore him down 
with a torrent o f opprobrious names. The prince, 
feeing his paffion rifing beyond the bounds of

reafon,



reafon, retired from the prefence with the ufual a  d . 
obeifance, and left his rage to fubfide at leifure. .̂s8*

The emperor, after the heat of his paffion was 1068". 
over, began to reflect upon his deplorable condi- 
tion. He accufed his own weaknefs more than the emlS 
his fortune; and he was afhamed to have fallen Plie 
into a fnare which he himfelf had laid. Refent- 
ment and a defire of immediate revenge prevailed 
over every other paffion of his foul. He fent 
again for Mahommed. The prince came ; and 
found his grandfather with his hand upon the 
Coran, and his eyes raifed to the Imperial crown, 
which was fufpended over his head. “  You fee, 
Mahommed,”  he faid, “  thefe facred objeHs, 
before an u lfortunate old man. I am over­
whelmed with rage, worn out with age and dif- 
eafe. It is in your power, young man, to make 
me, for once, happy in my latter days. Releafe 
me from prifon; and by thefe,”  pointing to the 
crown, and holding the Coran in his hand, “  I 
folenmly fwear to make you emperor o f the Mo­
guls.”  The prince was filent; but various paf- 
fions flew alternately over his features. “  And 
do you hefitate,”  begun Shaw Jehan, “  to do 
an addon, which will at once gain you the favour 
of Heaven and the empire of Hindoftan ? Are 
you afraid, that it fhall be hereafter related to 
your difpraife, that you delivered an aged grand­
father from prifon and difgrace?”  The prince 
hung down his head for a moment; then fud- 
denly ftarting, rulhed out without uttering a 
word.

It is difficult to determine what motive induced 'to the fon 

the prince to decline the offer made to him by 
Shaw Jehan. He was ambitious; nor was he re- ’ ‘ 
markable for his filial piety. He probably doubt­
ed his grandfather’s fincerity; or he did not 
chufe to trufi to propofals impofed by neceflity.

Aurungzffbe,



A .  D. Aurungzebe, however, efcaped from imminent 
danger through the felf-denial of his fon. Had 

1068. the emperor appeared in public at the head of his 
s-— friends, Aurungzebe would {brink from before 

him ; and the haughty Morad would fly. The 
nobles who adhered to the intereft of the bro­
thers, and even the common foldiers had repeat­
edly declared, that they would not draw their 
fwords againfl a prince under whofe long and au- 
fpicious government their country had fo much 
flouriflied. The firfl repulfe received from Ma- 
hommedi, did not induce the emperor to relin- 
quifh his defigns He fent to him a fecond time; 
but he refufed to come to his prefence He had 
ftili the keys of the citadel in his poffeflion ; and 
neither Aurungzebe nor his fon chofe to ufe force 
to obtain them from him, Two days pafled in 
this fufpence. Shaw Jehan was obflinate; and 
Mahommed flood on his guard within the walls; 
I he firfl, however, defpaired of gaining over the 
latter to his purpofe; and, in the evening of the 
fecond day, he fent him the keys of the fortrefs, 
and defired him to acquaint his* father, that he 
might now come, in full fecurity, to fee his im- 
prifoned fovereign.

Aunmg- Aurungzebe excufed himfelf in a letter. He 
writes to complained of his father’s intentions againfl him, 
the empe- under the mafk of clemency and friendfhip; that 

when he pretended to forgive one fon, he aflifled 
another fon with money, to take away his life in 
war. “  If  the emperor complains,”  faid Au­
rungzebe, “  Dara is only to blame. He owes 
his misfortunes to the ambition and evil defigns 
of a fon unworthy of his favour. As for me,”  
continued the prince, “  no injuries can alter my 
affections. Nature makes me wifh well to my 
father; and Heaven has impofed my regard for 
him upon me as a duty. But though I love the

emperor,



emperor, 1  alfo love my life ; and I am deter- a . d . 
mined not to trull it in the hands of even a father, ^5®. 
till the influence o f ill-defigning perfons has de- 106R. 
parted quite from his mind. Let him, in the 
mean while, pafs his time in that ferene tranquil­
lity which is fuitable to his years •, and when I 
{hall have difabled Dara from doing further harm 
to the empire, I myfelf will come and open the 
gates of the citadel.”  This letter was only in­
tended to deceive the people. It W'as publicly 
read to the nobles; and it is even doubtful whe­
ther it was fent at all to the emperor.

When the prince Mahommed took pofleflion Deceives 
o f the perfon o f the emperor, with the citadel, Morad* 
his father, as has been already related, was pay­
ing his devotions at the fhrine of the emperor 
Akbar. When intelligence of his fon’s fuccefs 
was carried to him, he immediately waited upon 
Morad in his palace; and told him all the cir- 
cumftances o f the affair. That prince, who 
knew that he could have no hopes from his fa­
ther, was much pleafed at hearing o f his impri- 
fonment. Aurungzebe, in the mean time, fa- 
luted him emperor, and faid; “  Morad had be­
fore the name, but he now has the power of a fo- 
vereign. My wifhes,”  continued he, “  are now 
completely accomplifhed. I have contributed to 
raife a prince, worthy o f the throne o f our ancef- 
tors, and I have but one favour to afk for all the 
fatigue which I have undergone.”  “  Speak your 
wifhes,”  faid M orad, “  and they fhall be in- 
ftantly granted.”  “  This world,”  replied Au­
rungzebe, “  has already overwhelmed me too 
much with its cares. I long to throw the burden 
away; I am tired o f the vain buftle and pagean­
try of life. W ill, therefore, the emperor of the 
Moguls permit me to make a pilgrimage to 
Mecca ? will he give me fome fmall allowance to

enable
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A .  D. enable me to pafs my days in eafe, and in the ex- 
ereife of prayer and conftant devotion ?”  Morad, 

1068. though fecretiy overjoyed at his refolution, made 
fome flight attempts to diffuade him. Aurung­
zebe was determined. His brother yielded to his 
importunity; and the crafty prince prepared for 
a journey which he never intended to make. 

Prepares Whilft this farce was adting at Agra, advices 
Bara. arrived that Dara had collected a confiderable 

force at Delhi. Officers of diftindfion crowded to 
the prince every day from the diftant provinces. 
Aurungzebe pretended to be alarmed. He ad- 
vifed his brother to march in perfon to finilh the 
war. That prince, who was fond of adlion, pre­
pared for the field ; but he wanted money. The 
old emperor had concealed part of the Imperial 
treafure; Aurungzebe had fecreted the reft. The 
army of Morad had not been paid for two months, 
and they began to murmur. The prince called 
together all the bankers of Agra. He offered 
to mortgage part of the revenue, for an immedi­
ate loan ; but they refufed to give him credit. 
He was enraged beyond meafure, and he prepared 
to ufe force ; when his brother advifed him 
againft an adf of injuftice, and promrfed to dis­
charge the arrears due to the army out of his 
own private fortune. Morad acceded to the pro- 
pofal, -without obferving its fatal tendency. Au­
rungzebe, by this expedient, became at once po­
pular in the army and in the city, 

plot of"* d he defigns of Aurungzebe were now too pal- 
Morad. pable not to be perceived. The friends o f Morad 

had long feen through his deceit ; and the prince 
himfeif, though not fufpicious, was now con­
vinced that he covered ambition under the malk 
of fan&ity. The preparations for Mecca had been
converted into preparations for the field. He 
told his brother, that he ftill ftood in need of his

advice.



advice. He marched in front from Agra, with a n. 
a divifion of the arm y; and Morad, having 
created his uncle Shaifta, captain-general of the 
Imperial forces, left that lord in the government ~r-w  
of Agra, and followed Aurungzebe. The latter 
prince having arrived at Muttra, received intelli­
gence, that Dara had taken the route o f Lahore.
He ftopt and waited for the arrival of his brother ; 
who joined him the next day. The latter had, 
on his march, been convinced by his friends, 
that his brother had defigns on his life ; and felf- 
prefervation, as well as ambition, rendered it ne- 
ceflary for him to prevent the falling blow.

The day after Morad’ s arrival at the camp near 1Y!;fcar* 
Muttra, he invited his brother to an entertain- neŝ 
ment. Aurungzere, who never had fufpe&ed 
the open temper of Morad, accepted of the invi­
tation. When the brothers fat at dinner, Nazir 
Shabas, high-fteward of the houfehold, who was 
in the fecret, entered fuddenly, and whifpered in 
Morad’s ear, that now was the time to make a 
rent in a magnificent drefs. Aurungzebe, whofe * 
eye could trace the thoughts in the features of 
the face, was al. rmed at this'myfterious whifper- 
ing, as well as at the affe&ed gaiety o f his brother.
He remained filent; andMorad difpatched Shabas, 
with only defiring him to wait the fignal. Au­
rungzebe was now convinced that there was a de- 
fign againfi: his life. He complained fuddenly of a 
violent pain in his bowels ; and, rifing unddr a 
pretence of retiring, joined his guards, and re­
turned to his own quarter of the camp.

Morad afcribed his brother’s departure to his ill- Morad 
nefs; and entertained no idea that he had the leaft uC-c,v-£i' 
fufpicionofhisownintentions. Inthreedayshereco- 
vered of the pretended pain in his bowels. He re­
ceived his brother’ s congratulationswitheverymark 
o f efleem and affe&ion ; and the day after, he fent

him



a . D. him an invitation to come to his tent, to fee fome 
beautiful women, whom he had colle&ed for his 

iciss. amufement. Their performances in finging, in
'----dancing, and in playing upon various instruments

of mufic, were, he faid, beyond any thing ever 
feen in Hindoflan. He enlarged upon their grace, 
their beauty, the elegant fymmetry of their limbs. 
The mind of Morad, who was naturally a great 
lover of pleafure, was inflamed at the defcription; 
and, contrary to the advice of all his friends, he 
went to his brother’s quarter. On the arrival of 
the emperor, as Aurungzebe affefffed to call his 
brother, he was received by the young ladies in 
an inner tent. They were handfome beyond de­
fcription, and the voluptuous prince was ftruck 
with a pleafing aflonilhment at their charms, 

and feized An elegant entertainment was in the mean time 
ferved up to the found of vocal and inftrumental 
mufic. Morad was elevated, and called for wine 
of Shiraz. The ladies fat round him in a circle, 
and Aurungzebe, throwing off his ufual auflerity, 

* began to partake of the wine. Morad in a Ihort 
time became intoxicated, and his brother, inftead 
of wine, impofed upon him bumpers of arrack. 
He at length fell afleep on a fopha, in the arms 
of one of the ladies. Aurungzebe had, in the 
mean time, • given orders to fome of his officers, 
to entertain the lords who attended Morad in the 
fame voluptuous manner. Even his body-guard 
were intoxicated with wine; fo that the unfortu­
nate prince was left without defence, 

rungzebe , Aurungzebe gave orders to Ziffer Jung and 
three other lords, to enter the tent and to bind 
his brother. The lady retired upon their coming; 
and they advanced to the fopha on which he lay. 
His fword and dagger had been already removed 
by the care of Aurungzebe; and they began 
foftiy to bind his hands. Morad ffarted up at

this



this operation; and began to deal around a. d. 
his blows. The lords were terrified, and * ;̂8» 
the prince began to call aloud for his fword. ,068. 
Aurungzebe, who Hood at the door of the tent, 
thruil his head from behind the curtain, and faid,
■ with a menacing voice, “  He has no choice but 
death or fubmiffion ; difpatch him if he refills.”
Morad, hearing the voice of his brother, began 
to upbraid him ; and fubmitted to his fate. Nazir 
Shabas, his principal friend and advifer, was at 
the fame inltant feized. He had been fitting un­
der a canopy before the paymafter-general’s tent; 
and at a fignal given, the ropes of the four poles 
were at once cut ; and before he could extricate 
himfelf, he was bound. The other lords who 
were attached to the prince, being furrounded 
with armed men, were brought before Aurung­
zebe, to whom they fwore allegiance. A  mur­
mur ran through the camp : but it was an ineffec­
tual found : and the army, as if but half wakened 
from a dream, fell fall alleep again.

The night was not far advanced when Morad j?o*nelr 
was feized and bound. Before day-light appeared, Agra, 
he and his favourite were mounted on an elephant, 
in a covered amari or caftle, and fent off under an 
efcort to Agra. Fearing that fome attempts might 
be made to refcue them, Aurungzebe ordered 
three other elephants to be fent off before them, 
attended by guards to elude purfuers. The 
precaution ŵ as unneceffary. Mankind forfook 
Morad with his fortune. In aftion, in the man­
ly exercifes o f the field, he had many admirers ; 
but the accomplilhments of his mind acquired 
him but few friends ; and even thofe whom he 
favoured with his generofity, were difgufled at 
his haughtinefs. He fell by attempting to be art­
ful. Had he followed, in his defigns again:! his 
brother, the natural bias of his own intrepid mind,

he



A. D. he could not have failed ; but he met that crafty 
j^ 8- prince in his own province of deceit, and he was 
1068.. foiled. This remarkable tranfa&ion happened in 

V---Tr— the camp near Muttra, on the fixth o f July 1658. 
zebea 'd "  Though bhaifta, who was left in the govern- 
vances to ment o f Agra, was fufficiently attached to the 
Ddhl‘ caufe o f Aurungzebe, that cautious prince left 

his fon Mahommed in that capital, to watch any 
unforefeen events that might arife. To the joint 
care of Mahommed and Shaifta the unfortunate 
Morad was committed; and his brother having 
no fears remaining in that quarter, moved his 
camp from Muttra, and arrived at Delhi on the 
twenty-fixth of July. Though he had not affum- 
ed the Imperial titles, he created Omrahs in that 
city, the firft of whom was Ziffer Jung, whom 
he dignified with the name of Chan Jehan. Un­
der that lord he detached a aivifion o f his army 
againft Dara. That prince, upon the news of the 
approach o f Ziffer, decamped from Sirhind, and 
took the route of Lahore. In his march he laid 
under military execution all the Rajas and go­
vernors o f diftriUs who refufed to join. He 
railed confiderable fums in his way ; and having 
croffed the Suttuluz, ordered all the boats on 
that river to be deftroyed.

to'ilhoTe. h)ara having advanced beyond the river Bea, 
took poffeffion of Lahore. Giving his army time 
to breathe in that city, he employed himfelf in 
levying troops, and in collecting the Imperial 
revenue. Daood, the general of his forces, re­
mained in the mean time at the village of Til- 
bundi, with half the army, to guard the paffage 
o f the river Bea. Aurungzebe, upon advice of 
the difpofitions of Dara, reinforced the army of 
Ziffer with five thoufand horfe, under the con­
duct of Chiliulla. The war with Dara, from be­
ing protracted, became ferious. The minds of

the



the people were divided, as long as two princes A  D. 
continued in the field. Aurungzebe, with his 
caution, was rapid in his defigns. He knew how 1068. 
to ufe as well as how to gain a victory. His fuf- V'nr 
picious temper faw peril rifing from delay ; and 
therefore, notwithlfanding the folftitial rains 
were at their height, and the country deluged 
with water, he prepared to move toward Lahore 
with all his forces.

Apprehending that his not affuming the name A urung- 

of Emperor, would be confidered by mankind a'sfvek® 
a tacit acknowledgment of rhe injuftice of his the 
proceedings, he refolved to exalt the Imperialthrone- 
umbrella over his head. His afiefted felf-denial 
upon former occafions, ftood at prAent in the 
way of his defigns. He was afhamed to take 
upon himfelf an honour which, from motives of 
religion, he had pretended before to rejefh His 
mod intimate friends knew, however, the fecret 
thoughts o f his mind. They infinuated to the 
nobles, that Aurungzebe, from declining fo long 
to afcend the throne, feemed to have ftillan inten­
tion of retiring from the world, that, in his zeal 
for religion, he might be induced to leave his 
friends to the refentment of his enemies ; that 
therefore it was the bufinefs of all to force upon 
him, in a manner, a power necelfary to their 
own fafety. They waited upon him in a body.
He feemed difappointed, and even offended at 
their propofal. A t length he fuffered himfelf to 
be perfuaded. “  You are,”  faid he, “  refolved 
to facrifice my love o f retirement to your own 
eafe. But be it fo ; God will, perhaps, give me 
that tranquillity upon the throne, which 1 hoped 
to find in a cell ; and i f  lefs o f my time (half 
be employed in prayer, more of it will be fpent 
in good actions. I fhould only have an inclina­
tion for virtuous deeds in my retreat $ but, as 

Von. III. G c emperor



a . D. emperor o f the Moguls, I fnall have the power 
y f ® - of doing them. Thefe motives, and not the 
1068. vain pomp of greatnefs, induce me to affume the 

empire.”  "
On the fecond of Auguft, in an affembly of the 

nobility, he mounted the throne, in the. garden of 
Azabad near Delhi. No pompous ceremonies 
were ufed upon the occafion ; for he affedted to 
defpife magnificence. His finances, at the fame 
time, were low ; and he prudently confidered that 
money, in the prefent fituation o f affairs, would 
be better beftowed upon an army, than on the idle 
pageantry of (fate. He affumed upon his acceffion 
to the throne, the pompous title of A l l u m - 
g i r e , o r  T h e  C o n q u e r o r  of t h e  W o r l d  ; 
being then near the clofe of the fortieth year of 
his age.

Refra:- The means taken by Aurungzebe to obtain the 
01lS empire, were fcarce more juftifiable, than thofe by 

which he fecured to himfelf the undifturbed pof- 
feflion o f the throne. Religion, the convenient 
cloke of knavery in all countries, was the chief 
engine of his ambition; and, in that refpedt, he 
relied on the credulity of mankind, to a degree 
of unpardonable imprudence. His felf-denial 
and moderate profeflions agreed fo little with his 
actions, that it is even aftonifhing, how anyperfon 
of common refkdtion could have been for a mo­
ment deceived .Butthe vulgar give implicit faith to 
fanftity in its mod queflionable form ; and Morad, 
by whofe popularity and valour his brother over­
threw the hopes of Dara, fufpedted not a duplici­
ty to which his own foul was a fhanger. To de­
ceive that prince, was to fecure the empire. Bear­
ing more the appearance of an hermit himfelf, than 
that of a competitor for the throne, the army 
looked up to Morad ; who being addicted beyond 
meafure to pleafure, gave up the influence as well

as



as the labour o f bufinefs to his brother. Au- a .T). 
rungzebe, to fupport his ambitious views, was ‘p5'- 
obliged to have recourfe to arts which ftatnp his ices’, 
charadter with meannefs, whilft they prove the 
abilities of his mind.

Morad, with many commendable qualities,0'1 the 
was alfo diftinguiflied by difguding weakneffes.LOnduft 
Inftead of that haughty pride which recommends 
itfelf in its very abfurdities, he was puffed up 
with unmanly vanity. A  flranger to his own 
merit in thofe things in which he excelled in the 
opinion of the world, he arrogated to himfelf 
praife in provinces for which nature had altogether 
rendered him unfit. With an open and generous 
difpofition, he wifhed to be thought artful and 
fevere; and blind to his abilities in the field, he 
endeavoured to carry the palm in the cabinet.
T o mention to hitn the defigns of his brother, 
was a fatire upon his penetration ; to fugged: to 
him caution, was, in his eyes, an accufation o f his 
courage. He looked not around him into the 
conduft of others; and he abhorred every en­
quiry into his own. Under the fhadow of this 
carelefs and arrogant vanity in Morad, his bro­
ther fabricated at leifure his own defigns. But 
his exceffive eagernefs to heighten the deceit, was 
the means of its being difcovered. Morad him­
felf faw through the veil of flattery which he had 
laid over his ambitious views; but the vanity, 
which at fird induced him to give faith to Aurung- 
zebe, made him afterwards defpife his infincerity.
He fell at lad a vidtim to his own arrogant folly.

Aurungzebe, however, owed not altogether ant} r;re 
his fuccefs either to his own hypocrify, or to the 
weaknefs of his brother. Naturally averfe to 
pomp and magnificence, he atfedfed all his life 
that humble deportment which brings the prince 
near to the people. Without being virtuous from 

C c 2 principle,



278 T H E  H I S T O R Y  O F  H I N D O S T A N .

A. D. principle, he was an enemy to vice from confti- 
tution ; and he never did an a& of injuftice,

j o 6 8 . till he alpired to the throne. In his private cha- 
rader, he was an example of decency to others; 
an affectionate parent, a fincere friend, a juft 
mailer. Deiiitute of that elegance of perion, 
and that winning behaviour which had rendered 
his brothers the idols of the people wherever 
they moved, he endeavoured to acquire a degree 
of popularity -by the aulterity of his manners. 
Like the reft of the family of Timur, he was 
bred up with very free notions upon the fubjed 
of religion; but various circumliances induced 
himafterwards to affume t e appearance o f a ri­
gid devotee. His brothers, by encouraging men 
of all religions, had offended the followers of 
Mahommed. The pofterity of thofe Moguls, 
who under Baber conquered India, and foldiers 
of fortune from Tartary and Perfia, occupied the 
greateft number of the places of profit and truft in 
the empire. 1 hefe could not fee, without envy, 
men of different perfuafions from themfelves, ad­
mitted into the confidence of princes who ftill 
profelfed the Mahommedan faith. 'Though filent 
at court, they murmured in fecret ; and la­
mented the declining ftate o f a religion, under 
the aufpices of u'hich they had extended their go­
vernment over India. Aurungzebe, by his rigid 
adherence to the tenets inculcated in the Coran, 
gained the efteem of all thofe, who, if the ex- 
preflion' may be ufed, were the chains which 
kept together the nations of Hindoftan under 
tne houfe of litnur. But the influence which 
Aurungzebe derived from his devotion did not, 
for many years, fuggeft an ambition to afpire to 
the empire. He only hoped, that under the cloke 
of fan&ity, he might pafs in fafety his life under

any



any of his brothers, whom Fortune might place a d. 
on the throne.

That fpecious appearance, which the aftions ,068". 
of a man of religion muft wear in the eyes of the —s
world, facilitated his fchemes. In his long march 
from the Decan, his troops obferved a mod exad 
difcipline. No ravages were committed ; no in- 
juftice done. When he fat down with his army 
in a field of corn, he either paid the eftimated 
value to the owners, or gave a receipt for it as a 
part of the revenue due to the crown. “  Though 
I am forced,”  faid he, “  into a war by the machi­
nations of Dara, I cannot confider myfelf as in 
an enemy’s country.”  When the people came to 
decide their differences before him, he remanded 
them to the officers of the empire. “  Fortune,”  
he was heard to fay, “  may change the prince, 
but the fundamental laws of the (fate muff not be 
changed. Should I fail in my prefent enterprife,”  
continued he to the petitioners, “  my judgment 
would not avail you, nay, it would do you harm 
with the conquerors. But if  l ffiall fucceed in 
my undertakings, I promife to acquiefce in the 
determinations o f the Imperial judges.”  _ ihefe 
moderate fentiments contributed to reconcile tne 
minds of the people to his government ; and 
even induced them to afcribe the moit wicked of 
his adlions to necefiity.

When the news o f his having mounted the Inteiii- 
throne arrived at Agra, the governor filled every SenC3 
corner of the city with public demonltrations of 
jo y .  The people were rather ftruck with fur- 
prize, than moved with gladnefs. I hey, howe­
ver, obferved that cautious filence which luits 
the fubje&s of defpotifin. ihe noife of the ar­
tillery on the walls of the citadel, faluted the 
old emperor’s ears, and rouzed him from the 
melancholy intp which he had been plunged bymisfortunes,



a . D . misfortunes. “  Go, Jehanara,”  he faid, for his 
^ 8- daughter was the only perfon near him •, “  go, 
1068. and learn the caufe of this hidden mark of joy ! 

But why fhould we enquire? The gladnefs of 
thofe who furround us, mult add to our grief. 
Some new misfortune mult have fallen on Da- 
ra ; look not abroad, left the firft object to ftrike 
your eyes, fhould be the head of a brother whom 
you tenderly loved.”  Jehanara, burfting into 
tears, arofe ; and, in the patfage which led to the 
hararn, was met by the chief eunuch, who was 
hastening to the emperor with the news, 

his'accef£ fb e  eyes ° f  Shaw Jehan flalhed with rage,
fion , He rofe— he walked to and fro through the apart­

ment, but he uttered not one word. His daugh­
ter fat at a diftance in tears ; he raifed his eyes, 
and looked ftedfaftly for fome time on the figure 
of a crown which hung fufpended from the ceil­
ing over his head. He called at length the chief 
eunuch; “  Take,”  faid he, “  that bauble away; 
it mocks me with the memory o f my former con­
dition.”  The. tear flood in his eye:  “  Yet ftay 
thy hand,”  refumed the emperor ; “ this would be 
owning the right of Aurungzebe. He beckoned 
to the eunuch to retire : he flood involved in 
thought. “  The new emperor, Jehanara,”  faid 
Shaw Jehan, “  has prematurely mounted the 
throne. He fhould have added the murder of a 
father to the other crimes which have raifed him 
fo high. But this perhaps is alfo a rt; he wants 
to deprive me, by mifreprefentation, of what re­
mains of my fame, before he deprives me of 
life.!”

cefvLrb ! Whilft Shaw Jehan was making thefemelancho- 
Shaw je- ty reflections on his own loft condition, a meffage 
han. was brought to him from Mahommed, the eldeft 

ron of Aurungzebe, who had remained at Agra. 
He begged leave to have permiffion to wait upon

his



his grandfather. The emperor, darting from hi s A. n. 
reverie at the name of Mahommed, replied to 
the inelfenger, “  I f  he comes as an enemy, I  1068'. 

have no power to prevent him ; if  as a friend, I'''■ “"'i1 
have now no crown to b e l l o w a l l u d i n g  to his 
offer to Mahommed, when that prince feized the 
citadel. The meffenger told him, That Mahom­
med wifhed only to be admitted to communicate 
to the emperor the reafons which induced his 
father to mount the throne. “  Fathers,”  re­
plied Shaw Jehan, “  have been dethroned by 
their fons; but to infult the misfortunes of a pa­
rent, was left for Aurungzebe. W hat reafon 
but his ambition has the rebel for affuming the 
empire ? To liften to his excufes, would be to 
acknowledge thejuftice o f his conduct, by Ihew- 
ing, by my weaknefs, that I could no longer 
wield the fceptre which he has (truck from my 
band.” ------ Mahommed retired.

Though the powder o f Shaw Jehan had, in aRelefti- 
great meafure, terminated with the ficknefs which 0,13 
rouzed his fons to arms, his reign may be faid 
to have continued till Aurungzebe mounted the 
throne near Delhi. He held the fceptre o f India 
thirty folar years, five months and two days; 
and when he was dethroned, he had arrived at 
the fixty-feventh year o f his age. The means by 
which Shaw Jehan obtained the empire of the 
Moguls, were not more jultifiable than thofe which 
hefo much blamed in Aurungzebe. He rebelled 
againft his father, and he permitted his relations to 
be facrificed to his fears. When he had fecured 
to himfelf the undifturbed poffeffion o f the empire, 
he became an excellent and a humane, as ŵ ell as 
an able prince. During his long reign, we hear of 
no private alfaffinations, no public executions, no 
arbitrary injultice, no oppreflion. Rebellion,

' which generally rifes from tyranny, was unknown;
univerfal.



A .  D . univerfal peace was eftablilhed on the undeviating 
^ 8- juftice and clemency of the emperor. His go- 
106S. vernment was vigorous without feverity, impar- 

y" '- '' tial, dignified, and fudden in its determinations. 
He received complaints with well-weighed cauti­
on ; and never palled judgment till both parties 
were heard. His pervading eye travelled to the 
moll diftant corners of his empire. He traced 
oppreffion to its molt fecret retreats; and, though 
a lover o f money, no fum could protect offenders 
from his juftice, Theft and robbery were, by his 
prudent regulations, eradicated from his extenfive 
empire. The governors of the provinces were 
directed by an edi£t, to pay out of their private 
fortunes, the Ioffes of the fubjedt in that way ; 
which were afcertained upon oath in a court of 
jullice. The fentence of the judge was a warrant 
for the money upon the Subas, which they were 
forced immediately to pay ; otherwife they were, 
upon complaint to the emperor, turned out of 
their governments, and feverely fined, 

on the Shaw Jehan was handfome in his perfon, aC- 
re,g11 tive in all the manly exercifes, affable and agree­

able in his converfation. He did not, like his 
father, defcend too much from the dignity of a 
prince, nor involve himfelf in an obfcure dillance 
and referve. Warm in his conftitution, he loved 
the company of women ; though the charms of 
the daughter of Afiph, the mother of almolt all 
his children, kept poffeffion of his affections 
during her life. His learning was fuch as was 
common among the princes of the houfe of Ti­
mur ; a thorough knowledge of the Arabian and 
Perfian languages, the arts of writing and fpeak- 
ing withelegance and propriety,theftudyofhiftory, 
of the Coran, of the laws and canons of his prede- 
ceffors, o f the art of government, financiering, 
and of the ancient ufages of the empire. Though

eclipfed



eclipfed by the extraordinary abilities of Moha- A A_ 
bet in war, he was a good general, and an excel- i6_̂ - 
lent foldier. His reputation was fo high in that 
reipefl;, that he not only kept his own dominions 
in peace at home, but even made extenfive con- 
queds abroad. Rapid in all his meafures, he 
crufhed rebellion before it deferved the name; 
for to fufpe£t it in any man, was \yith him to be 
prepared. A  lover of pleafure, without being 
its Have, he never neglefted bufinefs for fenfua- 
lity ; and induifry, wealth and commerce flou- 
rilhed under the certain protection and vigilance of 
his government. Had he not fallen in fome meafure 
from the date o f reafon and fenfibility, by the rage 
o f that cruel diforder which he inherited from his 
father, he might have defcended from the throne 
to his grave, and have crowned his latter days 
with that ludre which had covered his reign.
But his mind was weakened by difeafe ; and his 
age was devoted to melancholy and mifery.

Shaw Jehan w?as, upon the whole, a great, and cha- 
if  we draw a veil over his acceffion to the throne, shatv je~ 
a good prince. But we mud afcribe his cruelty in han- 
a great meafure to necedity, and the manners of 
his country. Ambition, among the princes of 
the Ead, is joined with the dronger paffion of 
fear. Self-prefervation drives them on to defpe- 
rate meafures; fubmiffion will not avail, and they 
mud owe their lives to their valour. The throne 
itfelf is no fecurity to the reigning prince, in a 
country where the fuccedion is not fixed by ac­
knowledged and edabliihed rules. Revolution and 
change prefent themfelves to his imagination ; till 
adadinationdepsin,and effe&uallyrelieveshimfrom 
his terrors. Shaw Jehan was not naturally cruel; 
but he loved his own life better than the lives of 
his relations. To murder, or to be murdered, was 
the alternative offered to him by fortune. A 
throne or a grave terminated his proipeds on

either



2 g 4  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  h i n d o s t a n .

a . d . either fide; and when we confefs ourfelves fliock- 
i658- ed at his inhumanity, we lofe half our rage in 
,068'. the neceffity which impofed upon him the meafure. 

i'-—r-*-' He made fome amends for his crimes, in the ftrid 
juftice and clemency of his government; and Hin- 
doftan was flourilhing and happy, till his own po­
licy was revived by his fons.

A U R U N G -
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A U R U N G Z E B E .

C H A P. I. '

Reflections— Misfortunes of Soliman Sheko—His 
flight to Serinagur— Diflrefs, irrefolution, and 
flight of Dara— He quits the Suttuluz— the Bea 
— and Lahore— Aurungzebe returns— Prepara­
tions and march of Suja— Approach of Aurung­
zebe— The battle of Kidgwa— Defeat and flight 
of Suja— Unaccountable conduct of the M araja—
His flight— Aurungzebe arrives at Agra— Writes 
to his father.

T h e  confinement o f the emperor, and the ^6.^- 
feizure o f the perfon o f Morad, opened a fair w f  
field for the ambition o f Aurungzebe. To dif- 1°'58- 
guife any longer his ferious defigns on the empire, ‘ 
would, from the improbability o f the thing, be 
imprudent. H e however covered his love of 
power wdth profefiions o f neceffity ; and ftill la­
mented the occafion which had burdened his head 
with a crown. This fpecious conduct, though too 
obvious in its defign to deceive, derived an ad­
vantage from its modefl: appearance; and men 
forgot his deviations from Virtue, in the opinion 
that he was afhatned o f his crimes. Having fub- 
dued the pafiion o f vanity before he gave the

rein



A .  D . rein to ambition, he appeared infenfible of his 
uC' own exaitati ° n> His humility feemed to encreafe 
1068. upon the throne to i'uch a degree, that even thofe 

'  who could not approve of his tneafures, were at 
a lofs to what they ought to afcribe his condudh 
Averfe to pleafure, and contemning pomp and 
magnificence, the obvious inducements to the 
feizing of the fceptre were wanting to Aurung- 
zebe; but his adive mind found, in its own 
vigour, a kind of right to command mankind.

Salim an The new emperor had fcarce mounted the
throne near Delhi, when he was alarmed with in- 
telligence o f the march of Soliman, by the fkirts 
of the northern mountains, to join his father Da- 
ra at Lahore. We loft fight of that prince in 
the niidlt o f his mutinous army, near Allahabad. 
The principal nobles who had attended him in 
his fuccefsful expedition againft Suja, deferred his 
ftandard at the firft news of his father’s defeat. 
The confinement of Shaw Jehan deprived him of 
more of his followers ; but a number, fufficient 
to deferve the name of an army, Itill remained in 
his camp. Though bold and unconcerned in acti­
on, Soliman was fubject to political fears. The 
news of repeated misfortunes came daily from 
every quarter. He became perplexed and unde- 
cifive : various expedients prefented themfelves to 
his view, but he could fix on none. His nrft 
refolution was to return to Bengal ; but, dubious 
of fuccefs againft Suja with a reduced and difpi- 
rited army, he dropt that delign, and gave him- 
felf up again to wavering fchemes. He had none 
to advife him ; and his own mind afforded no 
refource in diftrefs. When intelligence of the 
march of the confederate princes from Agra ar­
rived in his camp, he. thought of furprifing the 
capital, and by releafing his grandfather, to add 
the weight o f that monarch’s name to his declin­

ing



A  U R U N G Z E B E.

ing caufe. He decamped, but bis evil liars pre- a . d. 
vailed. He changed his courie, aid direQed his 
march to Lahore.

The undeciiive meafures of Soli man were '—y-r-p-' 
known to his troops. They began to defpife the atfclt£a 
authority of one . ho could not perfevere in any 
plan. Ail dilcipline became relaxed. The inde­
pendence of the foldier role with his contempt 
of his general. Regularity was loft in iicenti- 
oulnefs , confufion, rapine and infolence prevailed; 
and the whole army, inftead of obeying the prince, 
placed a merit in their not deferting his caufe.
That intrepidity and iirmnefs which was neceffary 
to the occalion, no longer remained in Soliman.
His ftandard had been left by thofe whom he 
thought his bell friends, and a melancholy diftruft 
prevailed in his mind. To correct the licence of 
the foldiery, was to lofe their fupport. He per­
mitted them, with a vain hope o f conciliating 
their affections, to ravage the country at large.
But when they had loaded themfelves with fpoil, 
they deferted in whole fquadrons, to feeure their 
wealth at home, and to avoid the doubtful chance 
o f war.

Deflitute o f all authority, the prince moved by^isar- 
along, fullen and filent, at the head of an army * 
converted into a mob of banditti. He iffued out 
no orders, under a certainty of their not being 
obeyed ; and he even looked with indifference on 
the gradual decline in the number of his followers.
Every morning prefented to his eyes, at a diftance, 
whole fquadrons that had quitted his camp in the 
night. There only remained at laft four thoufand 
miferable wretches, who had fuffered themfelves 
to be robbed of their booty. Fear, and not at­
tachment, kept thefe round the ftandard of So­
liman. Their rapine had converted the whole 
country into an enemy, and there was no longer

any
4



A. D. any fafety in defertion. They, however, marked 
i6j 8. their march with ruin, and covered their rear 
ic6S. with the fmoke of villages, which they had plun- 

v——7 ^  dered and fet on fire.
takes Aurungzebe received certain intelligence of

the deftrudtive route o f Soliman through the 
countries o f Shinwara and Muchlis-pour. He 
detached Fidai Chan with a confiderable force 
to interrupt his march. Shaifta, who had been 
left in the government of A gra, was ordered 
with troops, by a different route, to prevent the 
efcape o f the prince by the road through which 
he had come. He was in no condition to cope 
with either of thofe lords. He turned his march 
to the north, and entered the almofl: impervious 
country of Serinagur, where the Ganges iffues 
from the mountains into the plains of India. 
Pirti Singh, the Raja, received the unfortunate 
fugitive with kindnefs and refpedt. He fent his 
own troops to guard the paffes, and permitted 
the forces o f Soliman to encamp in his valleys, to 
recover from the fatigues of a tedious march. 
Aurungzebe, upon receiving advices of the ef­
cape of the prince, recalled Fidai to the Impe­
rial camp, and ordered Shaifta to his government 
of Agra.

refuge Sate in the hofpirality of the prince of Serinagur, 
Soliman remainedfhutupin afecluded country. The 
mountains, w'hich protected him from the enemy, 
prevented him from hearing of the fate of his 
friends. He became anxious and thoughtful, and 
difcovered neither pleafure nor amufement in the 
rural fports purfued by others through the romantic 
vallies which formed the dominions of the Raja. 
He loved to walk alone ; to dive into the thickeft 
woods ; to mix his complaints with the murmur 
of torrents, which, falling from a thoufand 
rocks, filled the whole country with an agreeable

noife



noife. One day, as the prince wandered from A. D. 
his party, he entered a narrow valley formed by 
one of the ftreams which fall headlong from the 106S* 
impaffable mountains that environ Serinagur. In 
the centre of the valley there flood a mound al- 
moft covered with trees ; through the branches 
o f which appeared undiftindlly what feemed an 
Indian pagod. The dream, divided into two, fur- 
rounded the mound, and appeared to have worn 
away the foundations of the rock, on which the 
building flood ; which circumftance rendered it 
inacceflible on every fide. Soliman, pleafed with 
this romantic fcene, rode forward, and found 
that what he had miftaken for a temple, was a 
houfe o f pleafure belonging to the Raja, Thi­
ther that prince often retired, with a few attend­
ants, to enjoy the company of fome Caflnnirian 
women of exquifite beauty. Some o f thefe were 
walking on the terrace when Soliman approached.
Fie was ftruck with their perfons ; but he inftant- 
ly retired.

When he returned to the refidence of the Raja, inSerina- 
he mentioned his adventure to that prince. His ecu- fcUr' 
ntenance was fuddenly overcaft, and he remained 
for fome time filent. He at length laid, iC All my 
dominions have I given up to Soliman, yet he has 
intruded upon one little valley which I referved 
for myfelf.”  Soliman escufed his conduct by 
his ignorance; but though the Raja pretended to 
befatisfied, there appeared from that day forward 
a manifeft change in his behaviour. He became 
cold and diftant ; and he was difeontented and 
agitated when the fugitive prince came before him.
Jealoufy, however, was not the caufe of this 
alteration. Aurungzebe had applied to him, 
through his emiflaries; and the honour of that 
prince contended with his avarice. Soliman be­
came uneafy at the doubtful gloom which hung

on



A .  D. on his countenance. He encamped, with his few 
■̂5S- followers, at fome diftance from the Raja’s refi- 

1068. dence ; and he began to watch narrowly the con- 
—r— ' du£t o f a prince, whom he (till called his protec­

tor and friend.
ir re 'oluti-  When Soliman entered the mountains of Se- 

rinagur, he difpatched a melfenger with the news 
of his misfortunes to his father Dara. That 
prince was encamped, with a confiderable army, 
on the banks o f the Suttuluz. When he receiv­
ed the letters of his fon, he (hut bimfelf up in his 
tent, and gave way to melancholy reflections on 
his own misfortunes. The imprifontnent of his 
father was an event, which, as it was expeCted, did 
not furprize him ; but the def'ertion of the vic­
torious army under his fon, was a fevere (troke 
to his declining fortunes. He even had conceived 
hopes from the prefence of Soliman, whofe acti­
vity and fame in war might revive the drooping 
fpirits of his party. But he was (hut up within 
impervious mountains; and the enemy had oc­
cupied all the paffes. Dara was left to his own 
refources, and they failed, in the diftreffed fix a ­
tion of his mind. He reflected on the paft with 
regret; he looked forward to the future with 
fear. Agitated by various paflions, he could fix 
upon no determined expedient to extricate him- 
felf from his misfortune ; and a panic began to 
feize his troops from the irrefolute undecifivenefs 
of his condudf.

of Dsra. Aurungzebe, who had his fpies in the camp of 
Dara, was no ((ranger to the fituation of his 
mind, io  add to his panic, he marched from 
Kama! on the fifteenth of Auguft, and directed 
his courfe toward Lahore. Dara, who had re­
mained irrefolute on the banks o f the Suttuluz, 
decamped, upon the news of the enemy’s ap­
proach, with precipitation. The advanced guard

of



of Aurungzebe palled the river without oppofi- A. B .  
tion ; and Dara fat down with his army behind 
the Bea, on the road to Lahore, to which city 1068. 

he himfelf foon after retired, leaving the troops 
under the conduct o f Daood Chan, an able and 
experienced officer. Dara had great refources 
in the provinces behind Lahore. The governors 
had ftill remained faithful to the old emperor ; 
the revenues of the preceding year had not been 
paid ; and the prince found a confiderable fum in 
the Imperial treafury at Lahore. He foon raifed 
twenty thoufand horfe, and his activity had begun 
tochangethe afpeft of hisaffairs. Buthehad hither­
to been unfuccefsful : and he judged o f the future 
by the paft. He was difturbed by the news of 
the approach of a part of the army o f Aurung­
zebe, who, having conflrucled a bridge on the 
Suttuluz, were on full march to the Bea.

Daood, whom Dara had left at the head of the He re- 
troopsonthe Bea, had lined the banks with* a r - f^ th e  
tillery, and thrown up entrenchments and re- Bea. 
doubts, with a firm afluranceof hopping the pro- 
grefs of the enemy. The rainy feafon was now 
come on, and he was under no apprehenfions of 
not being able to keep the enemy for five months 
at bay. The northern provinces might, in the 
mean time, furnifh Dara with an army of hardy 
foldiers. Mohabet, who commanded in Cabul, 
was in his filtered ; and he rivalled his predecef- 
for of the fame name in his abilities in war. But 
the evil genius o f Dara prevailed. He fent or­
ders to Daood to quit his poll. 1  hat officer 
was aftoniffied : he fent a remonffrance againtf the 
meafure to the prince, and the jealous mind of 
Dara fufpeaed his fidelity. Pofitive orders were 
fent: Daood reludantly obeyed. The prince, 
finding himfelf wrong in his fufpicions, re­
pented of his condud. He flew into a violent 

V o l . III. D d paffion



a . n. paffion againft the accufers of Daood, and he 
ordered that officer back to his port. It was now 

1068. too late. The advanced guard of the enemy had 
eroded the B ea ; and Aurungzebe, with the 
main body, arrived on the Suttuluz on the twen­
ty-fifth o f Auguft.

Ibout’ gTv- . Dara> reflecting on the folly o f his pad con­
ing  battle , duft, and the preflure of the prefent time, was 

thrown into the utmoft confternation. Chan 
Jehan, who commanded the enemy, had been 
reinforced by a body of troops and a train of ar­
tillery from the main body. Daood advifed the 
prince to give battle, to confirm the courage of his 
troops by the defeat of a force fo much inferior 
in point of numbers. I he prince was obftinate. 
He alleged, that though his army was more nu­
merous than the enemy, they were not equal to 
them in difeipline ; that, fuddenly gathered toge­
ther, they had not been habituated to danger; 
and that to engage the rebels, for fo he affedted 
to call the abettors of Aurungzebe, would be to 
haften the completion of their wiffies, by giving 
them an eafy victory. “  But, Daood!”  conti­
nued he, “  I am not only unfortunate, but weak. 
Had I followed your advice, and kept pofleffion 
of the Suttuluz and Bea, I might have at leaf!; 
lufpended, for fome months, the fate of the em­
pire. But I, who have been fo often deceived by 

.. H1y brothers, am become diflruflful of my friends.”  
front'll- . -Hood endeavoured to comfort the prince, by 
hore. observing, that though the reputation of keeping 

a victorious army at bay during the rainy feafon, 
might contribute to change the face of affairs, yet 
ftili there were hopes. That to remain at Lahore 
without obtaining a victory, would be as improper 
as it appeared impoffible; that ftili they had rivers 
which might be defended againft the whole force 
of Aurungzebe ; and that if the prince fhould be

pleafed



pleafed to blot all unworthy fufpicions from his a . p . 

mind, he himfelf would undertake to give him l658-
fufficient time to colled a force in the provinces ,06?'.
beyond the Indus. Dara embraced him with 
tears, and began to retreat. The army, difcou- 
raged at the apparent irrefolution o f their com­
mander, began to fear for themfelves. Having 
loft all confidence in the abilities o f the prince, 
theyfaw nothing before them but diftrefs to him, 
and ruin to themfelves. They deferted in whole 
fquadrons; and the unfortunate Dara faw his 
nutnbers hourly diminifhing as he advanced to­
ward Moultan. The van of the enemy under 
Chan Jehan hung clofe on the heels o f the fugi­
tive, and his friends throughout the empire gave 
all their hopes to the wind.

Aurungzebe arriving on the Suttuluz, was in- Several 
formed of the flight of Dara. His apprehenfions fu°bb̂ .  
from that quarter vanifhed, and he encamped for 
ten days on the banks of the river, to refrelh his 
army. The Maraja, who had given the firft bat­
tle to Aurungzebe, near the city of Ugein, think­
ing the affairs o f Dara defperate, came to the camp 
with a tender o f his allegiance. A  number of the 
nobility, who had hitherto remained firm to the old 
emperor, haftened to the court o f the new, and 
proftrated themfelves at the foot o f the throne. 
Aurungzebe received them with unconcern, and 
told them that the feafon of forgivenefs was pall.
“  When Fortune,”  faid he, “  hung doubtful 
over my arms, you either abetted my enemies, 
or waited infecurity for the decifion o f Fate con­
cerning the empire. Thefe,”  pointing to his no­
bles, “  ferved me in my diftrefs. I reward them 
with my confidence; but I grant you, in par­
doning your lives, a greater favour than thofe I 
conferred on them. Neceffity gives me your obe­
dience : let your generofity convince me that 
you are fincere. My enemies have diffipated the 

D  d 2 treafures



A r>. treafures o f the empire, and I, who hope long 
to manage its affairs, will not impoverifh it by 

io68 heavy exactions. Your wealth is great. Juf- 
s*—'< tice, which in affairs of ftate follows fortune,

gives me a right to the whole ; but my modera­
tion only claims a part.”  They paid large fums 
to the treafury, and a general indemnity paffed, 
under the feals of the empire, 

nimzebe The haughty fpirit of the Maraja revolted at 
b e the indignity of a cold reception. He however 

had gone too far to recede. Naturally averfe to 
thefubtle character of Aurungzebe, he had actu­
ally performed the promife which he had made to 
his high-fpirited wire after his defeat. He col­
lected an army, and was about to purfue Au­
rungzebe, when the misfortunes of Dara began. 
The lofs o f the battle near Agra daggered his 
all giance ; he became more irrefolute after the 
imprisonment of Shaw Jehan ; and the flight of 
Dara to Lahore, threw him at the feet of the 
new emperor. He told Aurungzebe, That being 
of a religion which inculcated the belief of a 
Providence as fupermtending over human affairs, 
he was now under no doubts concerning the fide 
on which the gods had declared tnemfelves. It 
were therefore, continued he, a kind of impiety 
to oppofe him whom Heaven has placed on the 
throne. Aurungzebe pleafantly replied, “  I am 
glad to owe to the religion what I hoped not from 

. . the love o f Jeffwint Singh.”
ju m ia  ar- I he vifier Meer Jumla, who at the beginning 
couu.aC °? rebellion had fubmitted to a political hn- 

prifonment in the Decan, feeing the affairs of Au­
rungzebe in too good a condition to demand a 
continuance o f his double conduct, broke his 
fifltitious chains, and prefented himfelf at court. 
The new emperor received him with every mark 
ox nonour and affection. He prefented him with

elephants,



elephants, horfes, riches, dreffes, and arms ; but a . n. 
of his whole fortune, which, to keep up appear- '^ 8- 
ances, had been confifcated, he only returned about ,068. 
fifty thoufand roupees. “  In ferving the ftate,”  
faid Aurungzebe, “  I have expended your for­
tune; but you, in ferving it again, may acquire 
another.”  Jum la made no reply, but feerned fa- 
tisfied with bis efcape from the critical fituation in 
which he bad been plunged by the civil war. A  
field foon prefented itfelf to his abilities ; and his 
fortune was amply reftored by the unabating fa­
vour o f his fovereign.

Intelligence arriving in the Imperial camp that Aurang- 
Dara had taken the route of Moultan, Aurung- marches 
zebe eroded the Suttuluz on the fifth of Septem- to Moul- 

ber. He advanced with rapid marches toward 
that city, wilhing to put an end to the war in the 
north. Chan Jehan, who commanded the van­
guard, arriving in Moultan, the unfortunate 
prince fled toward Bicker, and the mountains be­
yond the Indus. In vain had it been remonflrat- ' 
ed to him by his followers, that he ought to 
have taken the route o f Cabul. Mohabet, who had 
been always averfe to Aurungzebe, was at the head 
o f a difciplined army in that province. Aids 
might be drawn from the weftern Tartary ; there 
was even a profpeft of Perfia’ s efpoufing the 
caufe o f Dara. Soldiers of fortune, men adapt­
ed by their manners and climate for the field, 
would flock to his ftandard. But Fortune had 
forfaken D ara, and Ihe was followed by Pru­
dence. Aurungzebe, when he fir It heard of the 
courfe of his brother’s flight, cried out, in an 
ecftacy of joy, “  That the war was at an end.”
He detached eight thoufand horfe, under the con­
duit of Meer Baba, after the fugitive, and mov­
ed his camp on his return toward Agra.

Many



a  n Many caufes concurred in making Aurung- 
^ 8- zebe anxious to return to Agra. The force left 
1068. in that city was fmall; and Shaifta, who com- 

v-—»— '  manded there, was no great foldier. The troops, 
HsUretufn. though filent, had not yet reconciled their minds 

to the force ufed againft the perfon o f Morad ; 
and they were, in fome meafure, {hocked at the 
emperor’s breach of faith to a friend as well as a 
brother. Shaw Jehan, though clofely confined, 
had his emifTaries and friends every where. "Whif- 
pers concerning the unworthy ufage o f that great 
prince were carried round, and heard with atten­
tion. Many of the nobles, raifed by his favour, 
refpe&ed him ftill for what he had been ; and the 
empire, in general, which had flouriflred under 
his government, lamented the cloud which had 
fettled on the latter end of a life of renown. The 
Maraja was {fill his friend. Proud and haughty 
beyond meafure, he could not forget his defeat 
by Aurungzebe, and he was chagrined at the 
cold reception which that prince had lately given 
to his proffered allegiance. Joy Singh, who had 
in a manner betrayed Soliman, thought alfo that 
he was not well requited far his fervices. He 
was ftill attached to Shaw Jehan, whofe open and 
manly behaviour upon every occafion he compared 
with advantage to the cold duplicity of his fon. 

Prepara- Suja, who firfl appeared in arms againft Dara, 
110113 faw now a more dangerous enemy in another 

brother. The lofs which he had fuftained againft 
Soliman was foon recovered in the rich and po­
pulous kingdom of Bengal. He faw a new cloud 
forming which was to burft upon him, and he 
prepared himfelf againft the ftorm. He collefted 
an army with his ufual aftivity, and was on the 
point of taking the route of Agra, to relieve his 
father from confinement. To deceive Aurung- 
zebe, he had congratulated that prince on his

mounting
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mounting the throne at D elhi;  he owned his A. d . 
title, and only folicited for a continuance of his 
government over Bengal. The emperor was not 1068. 
to be deceived. He faw the views o f mankind in — *
their fituation and character, and took profeffions 
o f friendlhip from rivals for mere founds. He 
however had behaved with his ufual civility to 
the meffenger of Suja. He pretended to be anxi­
ous about knowing the ftate of his health, and he 
made a minute inquiry concerning his children and 
family. “  As for a new commiffion to my bro­
ther,”  faid he, “  it is at once unneceffary and 
improper. I myfelf am but my father’ s vicege­
rent in the em pire; and I derive my whole 
power from thofe infirmities which have render­
ed t h e  e m p e r o r  unfit for the bufinefs of the 
ftate.”  This anfwer, though not fatisfa&ory, 
amufed Suja, and furnifhed an opportunity for Au­
rungzebe to break the power o f Dara, and to 
eftablifh his own authority.

Suja, at length, threw off the m aik; from a of Suia» 
fubjeft to Aurungzebe, he became his competitor 
for the empire. He begun his march with a nu­
merous army, accuftoming them to the manoeu­
vres o f the field as he moved. His brother, who 
expected the ftorm, was not furprifed at its ap­
proach. He remained but four days at Moul- 
tan. His fon Mahommed was made governor of 
that province ; that o f Punjab was conferred on 
Chillulla. He outftrippedhis army in expedition; 
and on the twenty-fourth of October he entered 
Lahore. He arrived at Delhi on the twenty- 
firft of November ; and notwithftanding the pref- 
fure of his affairs in the fouth, he celebrated his 
birth-day in that city, having entered the forty- 
firit year of his age. The fplendid and numerous 
appearance of the nobility on that occafion con­
vinced Aurungzebe, who always made judicious

obfervations



A. n. obfervations on the behaviour of mankind, that 
^58- he was firmly eftablifhed on the throne which he
1069. had ufurped. The nobles moll remarkable for

---- - their penetration, were the firfl to pay their
refpefts: they faw the abilities of the reigning 
prince ; they were no Grangers to the inferiority 
of his brothers ; and they confidered Fortune as 
only another name for Prudence. Daood, who 
had adhered hitherto to Dara, forl’ook that prince 
when he took, contrary to his advice, the route 
of Bicker. He threw himfelf at the feet of Au- 
rungzebe ; who, knowing his abilities, received 
him with diftinCtion, and raifed him to the rank 
of fix thoufand horfe.

dons of" During the few days which Aurungzebe paffed 
Aurung- at Delhi, he informed himfelf minutely of the 
xebe. force and refources of Suja. That prince was

more formidable than the emperor had imagined. 
To infure fuccefs, he ordered his fon Mahommed 
tojoin him with the army from Moultan, and he 
refolved to avail himfelf of the great parts of 
Jumia. That lord had been fent, foon after his 
arrival at court, to fettle the affairs of Chandeifh 
and Guzerat, and he was ordered to return with 
fome of the veteran troops flationed on the fouth- 
ern frontiers of the empire. The emperor, in 
the mean time, having arrived at Agra, rein­
forced the garrifon of that city under Shaifta; 
being apprehenfive of an invafion under prince 
Soliman, from the mountains of Serinagur. He 
himfelf took immediately the field ; and moved 
flowly down the Jumna, in hourly expectations of 
reinforcements from the north and weft.

Snj i on Suja, in the mean time, with a numerous army, 
march. was in full march toward the capital He arrived 

at Allahabad ; and having remained a few days in 
the environs o f that place, he renewed his march, 
and encamped his army, in a ftrong pofition, at

a place



a place called Kidgwa, about thirty miles front a . d . 
Ailahabad. Diftruftful of the difcipline of his T̂9- 
army, he entrenched himfelf, and waited for the 1069. 
arrival of Aurungzebe, whom he wilhed to en- 
gage with an advantage which might fupply the 
inferiority of his troops, in point o f courage and 
hardinefs. But Aurungzebe ftudioufly protract­
ed the time. His march was defignedly flow, till 
he was joined by his fon Mahommed with the 
troops o f the north. He then moved forward 
with great expedition ; Mahommed commanding 
the van, confiding of five thoufand chofen horfe.
Suja was aftonifhed at this fudden vigour in his 
brother’ s meafures ; he began to fortify his camp, 
and to make difpofitions for receiving the enemy 
with warmth.

The prince Mahommed, naturally full of fire, 
exceeded his orders. He prefled onward with the c<imp' 
van, eager for a fight of the enemy ; and when he 
presented himfelf before Suja, the emperor, with 
the army and artillery, was forty miles in the 
rear. He rode along the lines of the enemy, and, 
with unpardonable rafhnefs, feemed to provoke 
them to battle. Suja, however, for what caufe is 
uncertain, took no advantage o f his temerity.
The prince at length -encamped his fmall army ; 
and difpatched a meffenger with his obfervations 
on the pofition and ftrength of the enemy. Au­
rungzebe was offended at the rafhnefs of his fon.
He was, however, gentle in his reproof. “  When 
you Avail poffefs the empire, Mahommed,”  faid 
he, “  you muff proteCl it with more caution. A  
monarch ought to be a general rather than a 
partizan ; and few forget folly in valour.”  ihe 
haughty fpirit of the prince was impatient of 
rebuke. Active, gallant, and fiery, he defpifed 
the flow didates o f Prudence; and would rather

owe



a . D. owe his fame to his fword, than to political
jpg9' management and addrefs.
1069. The Imperial ftandard came in fight on the 

thirteenth oi. Januai7) 16 59 ; and Aurungzebe 
zebe offers encamped his army, leaving an extenfive plain, 
battle. very fit for a battle, between him and the lines of 

Suja. He drew up his army, on the morning of 
the fifteenth, in two lines, advancing his artillery 
fome paces in the front. About twelve o’clock 
the cannon began to open on both fides. Suja 
had placed his artillery on a rifing ground, and 
his batteries were well ferved. He fcoured 
the enemy’s lines; and Aurungzebe, who durft 
not attack the trenches, was obliged to return 
with fome lofs to his camp. Suja took no ad­
vantage o f the retreat of his brother. He re­
tired within his lines, and imprudently negle&ed 
to keep poffeflion of the rifing ground on the 
right, from which his artillery had played with 
fuch advantage on the enemy. Meer Jumla, who 
had arrived a few days before from the Decan, 
obferved the negligence of Suja. He reprefented 
the advantage which Fortune had offered to Au­
rungzebe ; and that prince ordered him to take 
poffeffion o f the hill in the night. Before morn- 
ing appeared, Jumla threw up a redoubt on the 
place, and lined it with cannon ; which were co­
vered with a ftrong party of fpearmen.

The battle When day-light appeared, Jumla ordered his 
egins- battery on the hill to open. The tents of Suja 

were in the range of the fhot; and the prince 
wTas obliged immediately to ftrike them, and to 
move his quarters to the left. Atarungzebe, who 
perceived the commotion in the enemy’s camp, 
on account o f the unexpefted fire from the bat­
tery, thought this a proper opportunity to make 
a general affault. His army were already formed ; 
and he ordered his elephants to advance with all

expedition



expedition to tread down the entrenchments. A  a . n. 
ftrong body o f cavalry fuftained the charge. The 5̂9- 
defendants, already in confufion, made but a 1069. 
faint refiftance. The elephants foon levelled the —  
entrenchment, and the horfe poured into the 
camp. Flight, confufion, and daughter prevail­
ed. Aurungzebe, mounted on a lofty elephant, 
faw the appearance of vidory on every fide. He 
puffed forward into the centre, to render com­
plete the advantage which he had already obtain­
ed. But Fortune took a fudden change; and 
inevitable ruin feemed to overwhelm him and his 
affairs.

The Maraja, Jeffwint Singh, having made his T reach ery 

peace with Aurungzebe, had joined that prince ^ rhaja> 
with his native troops. His defeat at Ugein 
remained ftill frelh in his mind ; and he longed 
to recover the laurels which he had loft in that 
unfortunate field. He had received orders to ad­
vance with his Rajaputs ; and he even made a 
{hew of attacking the enemy. But when he faw 
the emperor entering their camp, he fuddenly 
turned,* and fled with all his forces. The 
Moguls, however, followed not his example. 
Aurungzebe carried forward on his elephant the 
Imperial ftandard ; and they were affamed to 
leave it to the enemy. Jeffwint, difappointed in 
his aim of drawing his party to flight by his 
own, fell fuddenly on the rear of the line. He 
feized upon the baggage ; and put fervants and 
women to the fword, without either diftinftion 
or mercy. The noife o f the {laughter behind was 
carried to the front, which was engaged with Suja 
in the centre o f his camp. Some fled to fave 
their wives; and, cowards, wanting only an ex­
ample, they were followed by thoufands. I he 
lines began to thin apace; the attack was fuf­

tained



A .  d . tained with lefs vigour ; and the enemy acquired 
yjp courage.
i0'4‘. Aurungzebe exhibited upon the occafion, that 

refolute firmnefs which always rifes above mif- 
*̂ on°of' fortune. To fly was certain ruin ; to remain, an 
Suja, almoft certain death. He fat aloft on his ele­

phant, in full pofifeffion o f his own mind ; and 
he feemed not to know that any difafter had hap­
pened in the rear. The enemy, who had been 
tumultuoufly hurrying out of the camp, returned 
with vigour to the charge upon the hidden change 
in the face of affairs. Suja, with an undaunted 
countenance, led the attack, ftanding in the 
caftle, upon an enormous elephant. When his 
eye fell upon his brother, he ordered his driver 
to direft the furious animal that way. One of 
the principal officers o f Aurungzebe, who was 
aifo mounted on an elephant, perceiving the in­
tention of Suja, ruffled in before the prince. He 
was overthrown in the firft Ihock, but the ele­
phant o f Suja fuffered fo much in the concufiion, 
that the animal flood trembling through every 
jo in t ; having loft all fenfe of command, and al­
moft the power of motion. The difappointed 
prince feemed enraged at his fortune ; but the 
elephant of one of his nobles advanced againft 
that of the emperor; and, in the firft fhock, the 
latter animal fell upon his knees; and it was 
with great difficulty he recovered hirnfelf. Au­
rungzebe had one foot out of the caftle, ready to 
alight. The crown of India hovered on the 
refolution of a moment. Meer Jumla was near, 
on horfeback : “  Stop,”  faid he, turning fternly 
to Aurungzebe; “  you defcend from the throne.”  
The emperor, who was now compofed, feemed 
to finile at the reproof. Whilft the animals con­
tinued to engage, the markfman, who fat behind 
him, {hot the adverfary’s driver; but the enraged

elephant



elephant continued, notwithftanding, to fight, a d . 
Aurungzebe was now in imminent danger ; when 
he was delivered from deftrudion by the refolu- 1069. 
tion of his driver. He threw himfelf dexteroufly 
on the neck of the other elephant, and carried 
him o ff; whilft his own place w?as fupplied by 
one of the officers who fat behind the caftle. 
Another elephant, in the mean time, advanced 
againit Aurungzebe ; but he had the good fortune 
to ffioot the driver with his own hand.

The emperor now found that his own elephant, n̂rl of 
from the many ffiocks which he had received, zeb™*& 
was much weakened and difpirited. He began 
to be afraid that he could not even keep the ani­
mal in the field. To alight would be equal to 
flight itfelf. The elephant began to turn ; and 
Aurungzebe, whofe refolution never failed him 
in defperate fituations, ordered the chains, which 
are always ready for binding him, to be locked . 
round his feet. The emperor remained immove­
able amidft the enemy ; a thoufand ffiot were aim­
ed at him, a thoufand arrows fell into the caftle ; 
but being in complete armour, he remained un­
hurt. Some of the nobles obferving this daring 
behaviour in their prince, ruffied forward to his 
refcue. They bore all before them in this laft 
effort; and Suja, in the moment of vidory, was 
beginning to give way. His elephant, difabled by 
thefirft fhock, was not to be moved forward. 
Aliverdi, one o f his friends, came with a horfe; 
and Suja, in an evil hour, defcended from his 
lofty feat. The fame condud had ruined Dara.
The elephant returning to the rear, with an 
empty caftle, the army thought that the prince 
was flain ; and they began to fly on every fide.

Aurungzebe, wffio owed his vidory to his own who ob- 
intrepidity, was in no condition to purfue the tvj ^ rthe 
enemy. Night was now coming on ; and he lay "

on



a . d. on the field under arms. During the action, the 
Maraja had defeated the party left to defend the 

,'069'. baggage; and loading camels with the booty, 
'  fent them off, under an effort. He himfelf Hill 

hovered round the rear. The proximity of the 
Imperial tents to the line, had hitherto protected 
them from being plundered by the Rajaputs. 
N ight coming on, the Maraja advanced; and, 
about an hour after it was dark, fell upon the 
tents o f Mahommed, who had remained with his 
father on the field. A  few, who defended the 
quarter of the prince, were cut off to a man ; 
and the Rajaputs advanced to the Imperial tents, 
and feized upon every thing valuable within the 
fquare ; putting every one that oppofed them to 
the fword. The night became a fcene of horror, 
confufion, and death. Aurungzebe was not to 
be moved from the field ; but he detached a part 
o f the army to oppofe the Maraja. When day 
appeared, the troops o f Suja were no more to be 
feen ; and the emperor, now convinced of his 
vidtory, turned his arms upon the Maraja. That 
prince flood his ground. A  bloody battle en- 
fued. The Rajaputs retreated ; but they carried 
their booty away.

fued byr" SuJa raucb precipitation in the
Mahout night, that he left all his tents, equipage, and 
med- artillery, on the field. His army defined him ;

and he even defined his army. He changed his 
clothes, he threw off every mark of diftintlion, 
and hurried forward to Patna like a private man. 
He feared no enemy; but he was afraid of his 
friends. When Fortune had foriaken him, he 
hoped not to retain their faith ; for to deliver him 
to Aurungzebe would not only procure their 
fafety, but advance their interefl. The fun was 
ffarce up, when Aurungzebe detached ten thou- 
fand horfe under his fon Mahommed in puriuit of

his



his brother. The enemy were fo much diflipated, A. n. 
that few were flain. The inftru&ions of the 
prince were to follow Suja. He arrived at Pat- <069. 
na, and the unfortunate prince fled to Mongeer ; '
hoping to derive from walls that fafety which he 
could not command in the field. His courage, 
however, forfook him not in his diftrefs. He had 
ftill refources in his own a&ive mind ; and the 
whole province of Bengal was devoted to his in- 
tereft, from the ftritt juttice and mildnefs of his 
government.

After the flight of the Maraja and the depar- Aurung- 
ture of Mahommed, the emperor called together to 
the nobility and principal officers of his army, hiŝ obies. 
He had marked, from his elephant, the particular 
behaviour of each. He punithed fome for cowar­
dice ; others he promoted for valour. His re­
proofs were ffrong and pointed ; the praife he be­
llowed manly and juft. He, at the fame time, 
made a long fpeech from the throne. He affumed 
no merit to himfelf, he even gave up that of his 
army, and attributed his luccefs to Providence.
He involved Heaven in his quarrel with his bro­
thers ; and made it the partner of his own guilt.
This religious oration was received with burfts.of 
applaufe. Mankind are in all ages and nations 
fuperftitious ; and the bare profeflion of fanftity 
hides the blackeft crimes from their eyes. 
Aurungzebe, however, did not forget his tempo­
ral affairs in his devotion. Anxious for the re­
duction of Bengal, and for an end of the war 
with Suja, he detached a large body of horfe 
under Meer Jumla, to reinforce Mahommed, 
whilft he himfelf took the route of the capital.

The Maraja, in the meantime, with his booty, a faifere- 
advanced to the walls of A gra. News of the port carri-  

defeat of Aurungzdbe had already filled that ca- A g l 
pital with furprize. The appearance of the Ra-

japuts



A .  D. japuts confirmed the report. The adherents o f 
'659. the new emperor began to fhift for themfelves ; 
ic 69. and grief and joy prevailed, as men were va- 

v——i— - rioufly affeded to this or the other fide. Shaifta, 
who commanded in the city, was ftruck with me­
lancholy and defpair. He knew the adive part 
which he himfelf had taken for Aurungzebe; 
and he could expect no favour from the conque­
rors. He even made attempts againft his own 
life ; and feemed indifferent about {hutting the 
gates of the citadel againft Jeffwint Singh. That 
prince, though he fuffered little in the running 
fight with Aurungz be, was ftill afraid of the 
Imperial army, which followed dole on his heels. 
Had he boldly entered the city, taken advantage 
of the panic of Shaifta, and releafed Shaw Jehan, 
Aurungzebe might ftill be ruined. But the for­
tune o f that prince was ftill greater than his 
abilities.

z-beTr-" Aurungzebe, apprehenfive o f fome mifchief 
rtves in in Agra, haftened his march to that capital. The 
that city. city was now undeceived with regard to the bat­

tle ; and the Maraja, who had boafted of the de­
feat o f the emperor, began to fly before him. 
He uireded his courfe to his own country ; and, 
though encumbered with fpoil, outftripped his 
purfuers in the march. Aurungzebe entered 
A gra without any pomp. He did not permit 
himfelf to be faluted by the guns of the fort. 
“  It would be improper,”  faid he, “  to triumph 
in the ears of a father, over the defeat of his 
ion.”  He wrote a letter to Shaw Jehan, enquiring 
concerning his health; and he excufed himfelf 
from coming intohisprefenceonaccountof th hur- 
ry o f publicafiairs. He {lightly mentioned his vido- 
ry,byiniinuating thatProvidence,by his hands, had 
frustrated the defigns of the enemies of the houfe 
of Tim ur. His father, who was no ftranger to the

Situation



A U R U N G Z E B E .  3 0 7

fituation of affairs, would not read the letter. He a . d . 
gave it back to the mefTenger, and faid, “  If  my 
fon means to infult me, to know it would but add 1069. 
to my misfortunes ; if he treats me with affe&ion 
and refpeft, why does he permit me to languifh 
within thefe walls ?”

V o l . III. Ee AURUNG-



A U R U N G Z E B E.
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C H A P .  II.

Dara's fig h t to Bicker— He croffes the defert—  
Gains the governor of Guzerat— Marches to­
w ard Agra—Vunifies himfelf at Ajmere— De­
ceived—attacked—and totally defeated by Au- 
rungzebe-— His unheard- cf misfortunes— Dijlrefs 
in the defert— A rrival at Tatta— Throws him­

f e l f  under the protection of Jihon— Death of the 
Sultana— Throws himfelf under the Protection of 
jihon— Death of the Sultana—Dara betrayed— 
Carried with ignominy through Delhi— Confined 
at Chizerabad— AJfafiinated— Reflections.

6̂59. D a r a  having fled from Mouitan, took the 
route of Bicker, beyond the Indus. The Impe- 
rialifts were clofe at his heels. His army fell off 

Dara flies gradually in his flight. His affairs were defpe- 
Acker. rate) anj  their attachment gave way to perfonal 

fafety. Four thoufand ftill adhered to their co­
lours, with which number Dara encamped near 
Bicker, having garrifoned the place, and fub- 
mitted it to the command o f a faithful friend. 
He had fcaice pitched his tents, when the enemy 
came in fight. Though worn-out with fatigue, 
he was obliged to fly. He found boats by acci­
dent, and crofled the Indus with all his followers.

On



On the oppofite fhore Hood the ffrong fort refs of a . n. 
Sicar. Struck with the hard fate of Dara, the '£&■  
governor opened the gates. But it was not the 1069. 
bufmefs of the prince to (hut himfelf up within1'-—r '—' 
walls •, which at belt could only p rot raft misfor­
tune. He reinforced the garrifon with a part of 
his troops; and left fome valuable effects under 
the protection of the governor.

Difmcumbered, he betook himfelf to the open Meditates 

field, before he had even thought of the quarter to 
which he fhould direft his courfe. He wandered 
away in a melancholy mood. His faithful adhe­
rents, for only thofe whofe attachment to his 
perfon overcame their own fears were now in his 
train, followed filently the path of a maker 
whom they loved. Having marched a few miles, 
the prince came to the place where the road parted 
into two; the one leading to Tatta, the other 
toward the Perfian province of Choraffan. Start­
ing from his reverie, he Hood for fome time ir- 
refolute. On the one fide there was apparent 
ruin; on the other, a certainty of perfonal 
fafety. But glory was blended with difgrace in 
the firffc; in the latter there was nothing but ob- 
feurity and dilhonour. When he weighed thefe 
things in his mind, the chariots, in which were 
his women, arrived. His perplexity increafed.
The defart toward Perfia was extenfive and un- 
hofpitable ; on the fide of India, his own mif- 
fortunes muff overwhelm his family. He could 
not decide; and a melancholy filence prevailed 
around.

The favourite Sultana, feeing the undecifive- but 
nefs of Dara, at length put an end to his doubts, h ĉourfe 
“  Can the frrkof the race of Timur,”  fhefaid, “  he-t0 Tatta .  

fitate in this moment of dikrefs ? There is danger, 
but there may be alfo a throne on one fide ; but 
a frightful folitude, and the cold reception given 

E e 2 to



A- o. to fugitive princes by Grangers, threaten from 
the other. If  Dara cannot decide, I, who am

1069. the daughter of Purvez, will decide for myfelf.
' This hand (hall prevent me, by death, from dilho-

nour. The defcendant o f the immortal Timur 
Ihall not grace the haram o f the race of Sheick 
S e fi!”  The features o f the prince were at once 
lighted up into a kind o f mournful joy. He 
burft into tears ; and, without uttering a word, 
fpurred forward his horfe toward Tatta. He had 
not remained many days in that city, when he 
received advices that a confiderable detachment* 
o f the enemy was arrived within a few miles o f 
the place. He evacuated Tatta, eroded the In­
dus, and fled toward the capital of Guzerat. 
I  he enemy laid a bridge o f boats over the river ;  
and were preparing to purfue the fugitive, when 
unexpected orders arrived for them to repair 
with all expedition to join the Imperial army, in

Croffe- the ^  march agal’nft Suja.
defert,8 6 d he removal o f the Imperial troops procured a 

happy refpite for D ara ; but it was but a tranfient 
gleam of fortune, who had refolved to continue 
her frowns. The road o f the prince lay partly 
through burning fands, deflitute of water ; part­
ly through abrupt mountains, covered wdth im­
pervious woods, the haunts of beads of prey. 
H is people were parched with third; his very 
camels died of fatigue. His unfortunate women 
were jud  expiring for want o f water, when the 
prince, who ranged the folitudes far and wide, 
lighted on a fpring. He encamped near i t ; and 
having refrefhed his attendants, arrived next 
day on the borders of the territories of the Raja’ s 
Jam  and Bahara, which lay contiguous to each 
other in his route. They received him with hof- 
pitality ; but they declined to embrace his caufe. 
They were the natural enemies of the houfe of

Timur,



Timur, who had, often from -views of con- a . d. 
queft, penetrated into their almoft inacceflible ^ 9- 
country. When perfuafion failed, Dara endea- ,069. 
voured to work upon the pride of Jam. He pro- 
pofed an alliance between his fon Sipper Shekd, 
the conftant attendant of his misfortunes, and the 
daughter of the Raja. The match did not take 
place. The few Mogul nobles who adhered to 
him, were fo much diffatisfied with the propofal, 
on account of its inequality, that it was laid 
afide ; and Dara proceeded to Ahmedabad.

Shaw Nawaz, whofe two daughters were mar- ari(i arrive» 

ried to Aurungzebe and Morad, had been left by in G u z e -  

the latter in the government of Guzerat, and keptrat* 
his refidence in Ahmedabad. When Morad was 
feized, Aurungz&be fent a new commiflion to 
Shaw Nawaz, which that lord received, and go­
verned his province in the name of the new em­
peror. He prepared to oppofe Dara with all his 
forces. The match was unequal, and the prince, 
hemmed in with misfortunes on every fide, began 
to defpair. He, however, refolved to qarry no 
longer round the empire a life obnoxious to mife- 
ry. He advanced with his few attendants; and, 
as the laft refort, wrote a letter to the younger 
daughter of Shaw Nawaz, who was the wife ofMo- 
rad, and had been left with her father when the 
prince marched toward Agra. He recounted his 
own misfortunes 5 and compared them with thofe 
of her hufband. “  The enemy of both is one,”  
faid he: “  if  the memory of the unfortunate
Morad ftill lives in the breaft of his wife, (he will 
perfuade her father to favour Dara, who is op- 
prelfed by the fame untoward fate !”

The princefs, who had mourned inceffantly for G ains over 

the misfortunes of her lord, whom Ihe loved to the sovet” 
diftraftion, burft into a flood of tears at the n°r* 
reception of the letter. She grafped at the

fhadow



A .  D. fhadow of hope for her hufband’s releafement, 
'̂ S9- which was offered by a prince overwhelmed by 
,069. his own bad fortune. She threw herfelf at the 

'— feet of her father ; her tears fuppreffed her voice ;
but die looked up to him with that forcible elo­
quence of eyes, which it is impoflible to 
refift from beauty in difhefs. She placed the let­
ter of Dara in his hands. He read it with emoti­
on ; and turned away in fflence. She followed 
him on her knees, holding the fkirt of his robe. 
“  Is not my daughter,”  faid he, “  already fuffici- 
ently wretched ? Why does die wifli to involve 
her father in the irretrievable mifery which has 
overtaken her lord ? But fhe will have it fo— and 
prudence mull: give way to pity.”  He ordered 
the gates to be thrown open ; and the princefs, 
in an ecftafy of joy, fent accounts of her fuccefs 
to Dara.

Raifesan 1  he prince could fcarce believe his own eyes, 
wdien he received the letter of the wife of Morad. 
A  gleam ol hope came in upon his misfortunes. He 
entered Ahmedabad ; and the governor received 
him with the higheft dillin&ion and refpeft. He 
gave to the prince about one hundred and twenty 
thoufand pounds in money, together with jewels 
to a great amount, to contribute to raife troops. 
This new life to the affairs of Dara, rendered him 
a£iive in his preparations for war. In a few 
weeks he found himfelf at the head of a confider- 
able army. He in the mean time received letters 
irom the Maraja, who, with his native troops, 
was on his march with Aurungzebe to attack 
Suja. That prince acquainted him of his defign 
o f  deferting the new emperor in the afliion ; and 
we have already feen that he kept his promife. 
He conjured Dara to haften his march to fupport 
him in his intended defection. The advice was 
good 5 but the evil genius of Dara prevailed.

He



He delayed, that he might augment his forces; A .  D . 

and loft the golden opportunity of reftoring his 
affairs by an adt of boldnefs and intrepidity. Su- 1069. 
ja was, in the mean time, defeated ; and Au- '
rungzebe turned his whole force toward the ftorm 
which was brewing in the Weft.

The defertion of the Maraja had fpread news Marches 
of the defeat and death of Aurungzebe to every t£ŵard 
corner of the empire. The agreeable intelligence ‘ 
came to Dzfra. He inftantly marched toward 
Agra, to feize the capital before the arrival of 
Suja, who was faid to have conquered. In three 
days, the unfortunate prince was undeceived.
Letters from different quarters brought him the 
particulars of the addon, and of the complete 
vidlory obtained by his greateft foe. He was 
again thrown into perplexity. To proceed with 
fo fmall a force was imprudent; to retreat, rui­
nous to his reputation. He had built his laft 
hopes on his arm y; to retire, was to lofe them 
by defertion. Many Europeans were in his camp.
He had gained them by large promifes; and they 
naturally loved that impartiality which he {hewed 
indifcriminately to men of merit of all nations.
His artillery was upon the beft footing; and he was 
not deftitute of able engineers. His foldiers, for 
the moft part confifting of the troops of the 
empire ftationed on the frontiers, were habituated 
to addon. But they were too few in number ; 
and their leader was deftined for misfortune.

The Maraja, after plundering the Imperial Turns to- 

camp, declared his intentions of marching to Gu- dominions 
zerat with the fpoil. Dara halted to take him up °f the. 
by his way. But the Indian had no ferious in- iviaraJa> 
tendons of affifting effedhially any branch of the 
houfe of Timur. An enthufiaft in his own reli­
gion, he conffdered all Mahommedans as his na­
tural enemies. He abetted none of the princes

through



A .  D . through choice. He fludied to add fuel to the 
V̂ 9- flame which raged between them, and to derive
1069. advantage from their difienfions. He hoped to find 

^ that freedom and independence in their weaknefs, 
which he could never expedt from their favour and 
power. Under the influence of thefe political 
principles, he ftudioufiy avoided to meet Uara. 
He took the route of Marwar, to lodge his booty 
in his own dominions in fafety. He, however, 
wrote letters to the prince, to advance to his 
borders, where he would join him with a recruit­
ed army. Dara accordingly marched toward Me- 
irta, at which place he encamped with his forces, 
in daily expediations of the jundlion of the Maraja, 
who was colledting his forces at the capital of his 

wl? ° d o m i n i o n s .
over by Aurungzebe was, in the mean time, alarmed at 
zebeUnS" " S reat preparations o f the Maraja. He faw 

danger in his defedtion ; and he had recourfe to 
his ufual art and addrefs. He wrote to him a 
letter. He acquainted him, That the oppofition 
given to his fortune at the battle of Ugein, had 
long fince been blotted out of his memory, as it 
was the refult of the Maraja’s opinion in favour 
o f D ara ; that his fubmiffion to his government, 
while yet his brothers were in the field, was a 
condudt which entitled him to favour ; but that 
his late defertion in battle, and his fubfequent at­
tack upon the Imperial baggage, could not be for­
got, though it might be forgiven. “  The love of 
public tranquillity, however,”  continues Aurung­
zebe, “  has expelled from my bread: every wilh 
o f revenge. It is therefore your intereft, to 
withdraw your foot from the circle of Dara’s mif- 
fortunes. That you Ihould join my flandard, I 
neither expedt nor wilh. I cannot trull again 
your faith ; and my own force is fufficient to 
overthrow my enemies. You may therefore look 
from your own country, an unconcerned fpedta-

tor



tor of the w ar; and to reward you for your a . d . 
neutrality, the government of Guzerat {hall be 
added to that of your hereditary dominions.”  ,069.

The letter had the intended effect on the Ma- -̂-—t •*> 
raja. He preferred the proffered advantage to erts 
the gratitude of Dara, whole fortunes wore fuch 
a doubtful afpeft. He broke off his correfpond- 
ence with that prince, at the very time that he 
was buoyed up with the hopes o f the junction of a 
great army with his own forces. A rtranger to 
the motive of the Hindoo, he fent his foil Sip- 
per Sbeko to endeavour to prevail upon him 
to throw off his inactivity. The young prince 
was received at his capital with diltiaaion and 
hofpitality. He was, however, difappointed in 
his views. The iVIaraja would give no fatisfaftory 
anfwer •, and the prince returned to his father, 
who was greatly difconcerted by this new miff 
fortune. He, however, refolvecl to hefitate no 
longer with his fate. He decamped, and march­
ed in a direct line for Agra;  and arrived at Aj- 
mere, about eight days journey from that capi­
tal.

In the neighbourhood of Ajmere, • the high- ^ r:! f )r- 
road to the capital paffes between two deep hills, 
each o f which forms the point o f an impaffable 
ridge o f mountains, which ftretch far into the 
country on both fides, and feparate the kingdom 
of Guzerat from the reft of Hindoftan. Dara 
halted with his army in this pals. His high opi­
nion of the European mode of war, which he 
imbibed from the Englifh, French and Portuguefe 
in his fervice, had rendered that prince fond of en­
trenchments. He had confidered the appearance of 
fecurity, more than the movements of the human 
mind : for armies often take entrenchments in no 
other light than as a proof of the fuperiority of the 
enemy. He threw uplines from hill to hill in

his



-A n. his front, and flrengthened them with artillery, 
p-'f" Aurungzebe, in the mean time, marched with
1069. an army to flop his progrefs; and arrived with 

great expedition in the neighbourhood of Ajmere. 
When he came in fight of the entrenchments, he 
ordered his army to encamp; and he himfelf 
rode out to reconnoitre the enemy, 

at Nothing could equal his aftonifhment when he 
viewed, through a fpv-glafs, the pofition of his 
brother. The ffrength of the works was incon­
ceivable ; inliead o f a common entrenchment 
the prince had fortified himfelf with a ftrong 
rampire, defended by baftions, a deep ditch and 
a double row of palifadoes, which extended 
fix miles acrofs a valley. Aurungzebe was per­
plexed beyond meafure. He knew not how to 
aft. An affault was evidently impracticable ; to 
do nothing would derogate from that high opinion 
which he had already elfablilhed in the minds of 
the people. Every day would add to Dara’s in­
fluence and party ; and mankind, who always 
fide with the unfortunate, would attribute to 
ability what was the gift of chance. He called 
a council of the nobles. They differed in their 
opinions ; much time was fpent in argument 
without coming to a decifive meafure. They at 
lad agreed upon an expedient. They knew that 
the fpirit of Dara was impatient of infult; and 
they advifed the emperor to draw out his forces, 
and to offer battle.

Aimmg- In compliance with the advice of his nobles, 
bauie.tier'’ he formed his line on the 23d of March 1659, and 

advanced with his artillery within cannon-lhot of 
the camp. Uara continued within his lines ; and 
Aurungzebe began to fortify himfelf under the 
enemy’s fire. He continued the work the whole 
night, and covered his men before day-light ap­
peared, notwithflanding his brother had fallied

thrice
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thrice during that time. The fun was fcarce A  n. 
rifen, when Debere, and Tome other nobles, if- 
fued out of the camp, and advanced on full fpeed 1069. 

with five thoufand horfe near the lines; hoping, 
by infulting him, to draw Dara from his lines.
They paid dear for their temerity. The artille­
ry of the enemy being well ferved, galled the af- 
failants fo much, that they retreated in diforder, 
and were glad to flielter themfelves behind their 
own lines. Thefe things remained in this doubt­
ful fituation for fevera! days. The army of Dara, 
having the country in their rear open, were in no 
want of provifions ; and were, therefore, under no 
neceffity of retreating; and it was impoffible, with­
out a long fiege, to overcome their almoll impreg­
nable lines.

Fortune, who never forfook Aurungzebe, re - H is f t r a t a -  

lieved his anxiety upon this occafion. A  petty sem 
Indian prince, who commanded three thoufand of 
his native infantry in the Imperial army, inform­
ed himfelf of a narrow and fteep path, by which 
men, accuftomed to climb, might afcer.d the 
mountain on the right of Dara’s lines. He com­
municated his information to the emperor, who 
was overjoyed at the difcovery. He made large 
promifes to the Raja, fliould he gain, with a party, 
thefummit of the mountain, without alarming 
the enemy. Should he be fo fortunate as to fuc- 
ceed in the attempt, he was ordered to make a 
fignal to the emperor from that fide of the moun­
tain which was covered from Dara. When night 
came on, he marched with his troops. Having 
encountered many difficulties, he afcended the 
mountain, and the appointed fignal was ready 
to be (hewn by the dawn of day.

Aurungzebe never refted his hopes upon the t0 deceive 
fuccefs of a fingle fcheme. He had, during the 
night, planned the ruin of his brother’s affairs,

by



a . n. by a more fatal ftroke of policy than the ftrata- 
Hi5sf gem ° f  the Raja. Debere Chan, and the Indian 
■ 069. prince, Joy Singh, had, at the beginning of the 

war, adhered with warmth to the interefts of Dara. 
Under the prince Soliman, they had diltinguilhed 
themfelves in the defeat of Suja, and the reduc­
tion of Bengal. Yielding to the preffure of the 
times, and to the intrigues o f Aurungzebe, they 
deferted, as has been already related, the colours 
o f Soliman ; and ruined all the hopes which the 
unfortunate Dara derived from the victorious ar­
my under his fon. To thefe chiefs the emperor 
applied with much addrefs. He promifed large­
ly ; and he mixed threats with his proffered 
favour. He at length prevailed upon them to 
write an infidious letter to Dara, to the following 
purpofe :

Bara> “  It is not unknown to the emperor,”  for 
with that title they affeCted to diitinguiih Dara, 
“  that Debere and Jo y  Singh once deemed it 
their greateft glory to be numbered among his 
fervants. With how much fidelity they obeyed 
his orders, they derive a proof from their actions, 
under the command o f the illuftrious prince So­
liman Sheko. So much fatisfied was Dara with 
the conduct of his faithful fervants, that, in his 
letters, which were prefented to us by the prince, 
he attributed the victory over Suja to our conduct 
and valour. The emperor was partial in our fa­
vour ; but we prefume to hope, we deferved a 
part of his praife. When the news of the defeat 
o f our prince, and o f the imprifonment o f the 
king of kings, came to our ears, we thought 
ourfelves alone amidft the victorious armies of our 
foes. What could we do ? Our loyalty remain­
ed, butneceffity was near. The times left us no 
choice, and we were forced to fubmit. We have 
ever fince been dragged along, the unwilling

Haves



flaves o f Aurungzebe. But now Fortune has A .  r>. 
returned to the threfhold which leads to the pre- 
fence o f Dara. The acceffion of his faithful 10 6 9 . 

fervants to his power, though not neceffary to v~—1C'**y 
his affairs, will bring them to a more fpeedy con- 
clufion. When* therefore, day-light fhall ap­
pear, let the gate of the camp be opened to re­
ceive u s ; that we may have an opportunity of 
regaining, by our merit, the favour, of which 
we have been deprived by neceffity. As foon as 
the fun {hall arife, we look for admittance into 
the camp, with ail our followers and friends,”

This letter was thrown into the lines, by a succeeds 
horfeman on full fpeed. It was immediately car­
ried to the prince ; and with that credulity which 
is inherent in a fincere mind, he implicitly be­
lieved every thing which the letter contained.
Shaw Nawaz in vain remonftrated to him, in 
the ftrongeft terms, that there was danger in 
confiding in their fmcerity. Dara was always 
averfe to advice ; and now he was rendered blind 
by the hopes of gaining fucb powerful chiefs to 
his party. He was obliinate ; and determined to 
rifque all on the faith o f men, who had, a 
few months before, betrayed his fon. He gave 
pofitive orders, that in the morning, that gate or 
the camp which looked toward the enemy fhouid 
be thrown open, to receive the expected fugitives.
He, at the fame time, iffued directions to ail the 
officers, that care ffiould be taken not to fire upon 
them as they advanced. Shaw Nawaz was high­
ly diffatisfied; Mahommed Sherif, who com­
manded the forces, was aftonifhed. The orders 
were peremptory, and they mult be obeyed.
I hey, however, refolved to Hand upon their 
guard; and when morning came, they polled 
themfelves, with feverai fquadrons, without the

lines j



A . n .  lines; giving orders, at the fame time, that all 
l?*9' the troops in the camp fhould Hand to their arms. 
1069 Aurungz "be, who was no ftranger to the cha- 

rafter of Dara, forelaw that his ftratagem would 
fucceed. He drew up his army before day, be­
hind his own camp ; being covered by the tents 
from the enemy’s view. The fun was not yet up, 
when he ordered Debere to iffue forth from his 
right, and joy Singh from his left, at the head 
o f their troops, and to advance on full fpeed to­
ward the camp, Theie officers accordingly rufhed 
forth ; and Aurungzebe, to carry on the deceit, 
began to fire with his artillery, but with powder 
only, on the pretended deferters. Dara, full o f 
expectation, hood on the rampire. When he faw 
the fquadrons advancing, he ordered the gate to 
be thrown open; but Mahommed Sherif, who, 
with a chofen body, flood without the lines, be­
ing Hill dubious of the intentions of the fugi­
tives, ordered them to Hop, till he fhould be fa- 
tisfitd of their real defigns.

pniae, Debere, who firit advanced, had no time to 
deliberate. A pailey would difeover the whole 
to his own men ; he immediately flopt fhort, and 
gave the fignal of attack, by fhooting Sherif, with 
an arrow, through the heart. That officer fell head­
long to the ground; and a dreadful daughter com­
menced, hand to hand. Debere, unmatched in that 
age for flrength and perfonal bravery, hewed on 
his way to the gate, which Shaw Hawaz was en­
deavouring to (hut. But the thing was now im­
practicable, from the numbers that crowded into 
the camp. Debere entered, fvvord in hand ; and 
Shaw Nawaz advanced to oppofe him. The 
match was unequal. Debere, who refpefted the 
virtues, the years, the high quality of his adver­
sary, defired him to furrender ; and to fear nothing 
from his fon-in-law. “  I myfelf,”  faid Debere,

“  will



“  will intercede for Shaw Nawaz.”  The pride A. n. 
of the old lord arofe. “ — No ! Debere Chan;—
1 have hitherto defended my life by my valour; 1069.
nor fhall I purchafe a few years of decrepid age r  
at the expence of my former fame.”  Debere, at 

v the word, ran him through with his fpear. With 
Shaw Nawaz and Sherif, the courage of Dara’s 
army fell. The treacherous Debere was now 
within the camp, with his fquadron, who, fired 
with the example of their leader, made a prodi­
gious (laughter. Joy Singh followed clofe on 
their heels.

The emperor, in the mean time, advanced who is to- 
with his whole line ; and the party, who had 
gained the fummit of the mountain in the night, 
fhewed themfelves above the camp. The hills 
re-echoed to their (bouts; and they began to roll 
(tones and loofened rocks into the valley. Thefe, 
falling from precipice to precipice, caine cradling 
doum on the affrighted, army ; and they turned 
their eyes from the fwords of their enemies to this 
new fpecies of danger. An univerfal panic fpread 
over all. Confufion every where prevailed. Some 
fought, others fled, many flood in altonifhment, 
without having even the courage to fly. Dara 
mounted his elephant to be feen by his army; 
but he himfelf faw nothing around but terror and 
death, ide rufhed forward to meet the enemy; 
but he was left alone. He called for Sherif; that 
chief was already cold in his blood : he wifhed 
for the prefence o f Shaw Nawaz, but his dead 
body prefented itfelf to his eyes. He turned 
back, and gave his foul to defpair. The fafety 
of his women came then acrofs his mind ; he 
haftened with them from the field ; whilft the 
fpoils of his camp kept the enemy from purfuing 
his flight. Four thoufand fell on the fide of Dara, 
in this extraordinary aftion : Aurungz£be loft not

above



d. above two hundred; and in that number, no 
^ 5- officer o f diftinCtion except Sheich Meer, the 
ic-fig. captain-general of his forces.

Th7riiT='*X ^ . e 8r’e  ̂ ® ara f ° r his defeat was great, 
fem m es o f  but it was not equal to his aftonifhment. The 
Dara. misfortune, though dreadful, was unexpected, 

and by the fudden ill prevented the fear. It was, 
however, fucceeded by mifery, and unequalled 
diftrefs. The unfortunate prince fled to the 
capital o f Guzerat. But the governor, whom he 
left in the place, fhut the gates againft his lord. 
He fat down.in fiience, and knew not whither to 
fly. His friends became his greateft enemies. 
Two thoufand Mahrattors ftill adhered to the un- 
happy prince. When they heard of the meflage 
o f the governor, they defpaired of the affairs o f 
13ara, and added their own cruelty to his misfor­
tunes. In a pretence o f having large arrears of 
their pay due to them, they fell upon his baggage, 
and plundered it in his prefence. Some cafkets 
o f jewels were faved by his women; for even 
in that leafon of licence and diforder, their per- 
fons were facred from barbarity itfelf. This out­
rage was committed in the night. When day­
light appeared, the robbers, as if afliamed of 
their conduCt, fled with their fpoil. A  few only 
o f the lowed: menial fervants remained. Every 
thing was removed from the field. The mifera- 
ble tents, which he had collected in his flight, 
were carried away ; and nothing was left but a 
few old fcreens of canvafs, which covered the 
Sultana and her female flaves from the public eye. 
1  Ile diflrefs of the prince may be imagined, but 

cannot be defcribed. He walked about in feem- 
mg diflraCtion; and the fad complaints of the 
women from behind their wretched covering, 
drew tears from the eyes of the few fervants who 
lull adhered to their unhappy lord.

\ The



The preffure of his misfortunes at length a . d . ' 
awakened Dara from a melancholy reverie, in 
which he had ftrayed from the place where his 1069. 
camp had flood. He returned in manifeft dif- 
order ; and feemed to queftion every one with the 
his eyes, about the means of moving to fome 
place of fafety. A few beads of burderr were 
collected by his fervants; and the robbers, who 
had deferted and plundered his camp, had left to 
him the two elephants which he had brought 
from Ajmere. On thefe he placed all the effects 
which had efcaped the ravages o f the Mahrattors; 
and a few oxen found in a neighbouring field, 
dragged {lowly away in covered carriages his 
women. The prince himfelf, with his fon Cipper 
Sheko, attended them on horfeback, with an ill- 
mounted retinue of two or three hundred fer­
vants and faithful adherents. He turned his face ■ 
to the frightful folitudes in which he had fuffered 
fo much before ; but the parched' deferts, which 
flretched themfelves from Guzerat to the Indus, 
were lefs unhofpitabie to Dara than a brother’s 
hands.

The prince foon arrived in the territories of His great 
Raja Jam , whole hofpitality alleviated his diflrefs.
He again applied to that chief for his aid, but he 
was deaf to the requeft. Dara promifed largely,
Ihould Fortune again favour his caufe; but {he 
had taken her flight to return no more. Jam 
was too prudent to throw his own fate into the 
{cale of the prince. He became cold and referved ; 
and feemed, by his manner, to wifti for the depar­
ture of his unfortunate guefl. He was again forced 
to encounter the hardfhips of the defert. The 
heat of the feafon had added to the natural fteri- 
lity o f thefe dreadful folitudes. There was no 
water to be found; not a blade o f grafs to be 
feen. The air feemed, in fome meafure, on fire

VoL- n I- F f  There



a - D• There was nothing to lhade the defolate travellers 
H?|* r̂om lhe foorching lun ; excepting when clouds 
.-069. of hand, railed by whirlwinds, covered them with 

''■'T' 7 a fatal darknefs. The beads of burden died for 
want of provender ; the very camels perifhed for 
want of water. The favourite elephant, which 
had otten carried Dara in all his pomp, was now 
the only ufeful animal that remained ; and even 
he began to fail, lo  add to the misfortunes of 
the prince, the favourite Sultana, the mother of 
all his children, and whom he tenderly loved, 
was at the point of death. She had been feized 
with hyfterics from the fright of the battle ; and 
had ever fince been fubject to violent fits. Death 
cut off gradually his retinue ; at the end of eve- 
ryfurlong, he was obliged to pay the Iaft fad 
onices to fome favourite fervant or friend

When he came within fight of Tatta, the ele­
phant which had carried his family acrofs the de- 
fert, worn out with fatigue and thirft, lay down 
and died. I he few that remained of his follow­
ers were fo languid and fpent, that they could not

villages for fuccour. 
Dara hinnelf was obliged to execute that necef- 
aiy fervice. He came to a hind, who kept oxen 

in a field. He mentioned his diftrefs and his
Pfme» and the c}own fled from his prefence. 
Fie lat down; having no ftrength to return to his 

elolate family. Curiofity, however, brought the 
j 0 e village around ; and every eye was full 

or tears. They brought all their hearts of bur- 
en to the place ; and the whole country accom­

panied him, with Ihouts of joy, to Tatta. He 
however did not reft long in that city. He 
crolled the Indus, and threw himfelf under the 
protection of the petty chiefs of the diftricft of 
Dicker, and they, touched with companion, pro- 
miled to fupport him wtth their lives and fortunes.

The



The afitiye fpirit of the emperor, was not, in A. D. 
the mean time, idie. So long as Dara lives, he 
mud totter on his throne. He knew the route 1069. 

which his unfortunate brother had taken ; but 
his troops would not purfuethe fugitive through 
fuch a perilous way. He hoped that the hard- 
Ihips'of the defert might prevent him from im­
bruing his hands in blood ; but Dara mud perilh; 
and Aurungzebe was refolved to be provided 
againft every event of Fortune. Ide ordered fome 
troops to march down along the Indus from 
Moultan ; and the news o f their approach came 
a few days after the arrival o f Dara. The gene­
rous chiefs, who from companion had refolved to 
fupport his caufe, being not yet prepared to re­
ceive the enemy, advifed him to fiy into Perfia, 
the frontiers of which were within four days 
inarch of the place at which he then refxded.

He prepared for his flight; but Nadira Bana, Prepares 
the favourite. Sultana, was dying. Spent with p ^ ,* ®  
fatigue, overwhelmed with fickr.efs, and worn 
out with misfortune, (he was altogether incapa­
ble of the journey; and he could not leave her 
behind. She knew his fituation, and requeded 
earnedly that they mould move away. “  Death,”  
faid Ihe, “  will foon relieve the daughter of Pur- 
vez from her misfortunes ; but let her not add to 
thofe of her lord.”  She could not prevail upon 
him to march whild fne was in fuch a fituation ; 
and he had, befides, placed great hopes in the 
friendship of Jihon Chan, a neighbouring chief 
o f great power. Jihon had been twice faved 
from death by the interedof Dara. ShawJehan,who 
was an enemy to oppreffion, had ordered him to be, 
at two different times, profecuted for murder and 
treafon, before the chief j.uftice of the empire. That 
judge, upon the cleared proofs, condemned him 
twice to death ; and, at the requeft of Dara, he

F  f  2 was



a . d was pardoned by the emperor, and reftored to his 
‘̂ 9- eftate which had been confifcated. The prince, 
1069’. therefore, had reafon to expeQ a return of gra- 

— 'titu d e ; but the obligations were too great for 
the pride of this unprincipled chief, and they 
preffed upon him like injuries, 

but throws The natural perfidy o f Jihon was fo notorious, 
phonlf°n that all his friends, with one voice, remonftrated 
Chan. to Dara againft his defign of throwing himfelf 

on the faith of that chief. The prince, naturally 
obftinate, was now blinded by his fate. He could 
not think of leaving his beloved Nadira in the 
hour of death; and he refolved to rilque all for 
the melancholy fatisfa&ion of being prefent when 
the faithful companion of his diftrefs expired. 
Some nobles, who had hitherto attended his 
perfon, and who had determined to accompany 
him in his exile to Perfia, feparated themfelves 
from a prince devoted to ruin. With feventy 

Ju n e  21ft. domeftics only, he went to the refidence of Jihon; 
and that chief, apprized of his coming, came 
out to meet him, and received him with the 
warmed profeffions o f friendlhip. He quitted his 
own palace to accommodate the prince ; and no­
thing was to be feen around but the greateft marks 
o f hofpitality and profound refpect. 

tana dies. T he diftemper of the Sultana had increafed on 
the road to the refidence o f Jihon. She fainted 
away when fhe w'as carried into the apartments 
affigned for her reception ; and the prince fat in 
tears by her fide, during the whole night. In 
the morning Ihe expired in his arms. “  It is on­
ly now,”  faid Dara, “  I have found that I am 
alone. I was not bereft o f all my friends whilft 
Nadira lived. But fhe has clofed her eyes on the 
misfortunes which are to involve her children and 
lord ; and thus a peculiar happinefs has fucceeded 
to accumulated diftrefs.”  He tore off his mag­

nificent



nifkent robe, and threw the Imperial turban on a  d . 
the ground: then clothing himfelf in a mean 
habit, he lay down by his departed confort on 1069’. 

the bed. In the evening one o f his faithful fer- ' '- 'T " '- ' 
vants joined him with fifty horfe. He was over­
joyed at his arrival, and, ftarting up, took him . 
in his arms, and faid, “  My fituation, Gal Ma- 
hommed,”  for that was the officer’s name, “  is 
not without refource. Nadira, having forfaken the 
devoted Dara, has met with a part of that good 
fortune which was due to her virtues. You muft, 
with your fifty horfe, efcort the body to Lahore, 
to the fepulchre of her great ancellors. Au- 
rungzebe himfelf will not refufe a grave to the 
family of Dara.”  The body was accordingly 
embalmed; and, being placed in a magnificent 
herfe, was efcorted to Lahore.

Dara had not remained many days at the He i.s be- 
refidenceof Jihon, when intelligence was receiv- trJ?ed by 
ed, that Chan Jehan, one of the principal ge- lu" ’ 
nerals o f his brother, was advancing from Moul- 
tan ; and that his van was already arrived in 
the neighbourhood. Dara refolved to make his 
efcape into Perfia. He called his fervants toge­
ther, and he took leave of Jihon. When he had 
proceeded about a mile on his way, he difcovered 
Jihon coming after him, with about a thoufand 
horfe, on full fpeed. He imagined, that Jihon 
defigned to efcort him with thefe troops to Perfia.
He rode back by way o f doing him honour ; 
and, when he was about addreffing his thanks to 
the treacherous chief, he was fuddenly furrounded 
and difarmed. “  Villain 1”  faid Dara, “  is it 
for this I twice faved your life from the refen t- 
ment of my father, when the elephants were 
ftanding over you waiting for orders to cruffi you 
to death ? But Juftice will be fatisfied, and 
Heaven has revenged your crimes upon my head.”

I He



a . D, l i e  ftopt— and, with a fcornful filence, fubmiited 
if59- his hands to be bound.H i g, , . , ,
1069. Jihon heard the prince without making anyreplv;

.—y  for v/hat could he fay to vindicate his conduct ? He 
“"red up" ordered the prifoner to be mounted on an elephant, 

and then he fell upon the baggage, to enrich him- 
felf with the fpoil of his benefactor. He then haf- 
tened toward Chan Jeh an ; and, during the jour­
ney, notwithftanding the naturai unfeelingnels 
of his mind, he durit not for once come into the 
prefence of the mubh injured prince. His fate 
being now determined, that anxiety, which had 
long clouded the countenance of Dara, vanished. 
His fon was carried with him on the fame ele­
phant. Having a talent for poetry, he-compofed 
many affe&ing verfes on his own misfortunes ; 
with the repetition of which he often drew tears 
from the eyes of the common foldiers who guard­
ed his perfon. “  My name,”  faid he one day, 
“  imports that I am i n  p o m p  l i k e  D a r i u s  ; I 
am alfo like that monarch in my fate. The 
friends whom he trufted, were more fatal than 
the fwords of his enemy.”  Notwithftanding thefe 
cafual complaints, he maintained his ufual digni­
ty, and there was even fomething majeftic in his 
grief. It was not the wailings of a woman, but 
the manly affli&ions o f a great mind, 

to the When Chan Jehan, who had been apprized of
enemj’. t]-,e imprifonment of Dara, faw that prince ad­

vancing, meanly drefled on a forry elephant, he 
could not bear the fight ; and he hid his tears in 
bis tent. He detached a party from his army to 
efcort him, together with the traitor, to Delhi, 
where Aurungzebe at the time kept his court. 
The emperor, though he rejoiced at the news that 
his brother had fallen into his hands, was full of 
perplexity and indecifion. He called a council 
of his nobles ; and they differed in their opinions;

fome,



fome, declaring for fending him by another route A. D. 
to the caftle of Gualiar ; fome, that he fhould 
be carried through the city, to convince man- 1069 . 

kind that he was fallen for ever. Many advifed 
againft a meafure that might be full of danger 
from the humanity of the people ; a few argued, 
that fuch conduct would degrade the dignityof the 
familv of Timur. Others maintained, to whofe

j

opinion the emperor himfelf feemed to lean, that it 
was neceffary he fhould pafs through the capital, to 
aftonifh mankind with the abfolute power and in­
vincible fortune of Aurungzebe.

The unfortunate prince, accordingly, accom- C arried  

panied by his fon, entered Delhi on an elephant, ndny'8”0" 
This, fays a certain writer, was none of the fine through 
elephants of Ceylon and Pegu, which they were Delhl- 
wont to ride with golden harnefs, embroidered 
covers, and magnificent canopies, to defend them 
from the fun. No. It was an old animal, dirty 
and lean, with a tattered cover, a pitiful feat, 
and the caffle open on all fides to the winds.
The fplendid ornaments of his perfon were now 
vanifhed, like his good fortune. A dirty drefs 
o f coarfe linen fcarce covered his body from the 
weather; and his wretched turban was wrapt 
round with a fcarf made of Cafhmire wool. His 
face, which formerly commanded refped with 
the manly regularity of its features, was now 
parched and fhrivelled by being long expofed to 
the heat; and a few draggling locks, which ap­
peared from his turban, prefented a grey colour 
undatable to his years. In this wretched f ix a ­
tion he entered D elhi; and, when the mob who 
crowded to the gates knew that it was Dara, they 
burft into loud complaints, and fined a flood o f 
tears. The ftreets were rendered almofit impaffa- 
ble by the number of fpecfators ; the fhops were 
full o f perfons of all ages and degrees. The

elephant



A . D . elephant moved flowly ;  and the progrefs he made 
was marked to thofe who were diftant by the 

,069. advancing murmur among the people. Nothing
'--- ,— ^ was heard around but loud complaints againit

Fortune, and curfes on AurungSebe. But none 
had the boldnefs to offer to refcue the unfortu­
nate prince, though flight!y guarded. They were 
quite unmanned by their borrow.

Confined After wandering over the features o f Dara, 
L o u r i n g "  fhe eyes of the people fell on his fon. They 
village.' oppofed his innocence, his youth, his graceful 

perfon, his hopes and his quality, to the fate 
which impended over his head ; and all were dif- 
folved in grief. The infectious lor row flew over 
the whole city; even the pooreft people for- 
fook their work, and retired to fecret corners to 
weep. Dara retained his dignity upon this trying 
occafion. He uttered not one word ; but a fet­
tled melancholy feemed to dwell on his face. The 
unfortunate young prince was ready frequently to 
weep, being foftened by the complaints o f the 
people; but his father checked him with a Item 
look, and he endeavoured to conceal his tears. 
Dara, having been thus led through the princi­
pal greets of Delhi, was condufted to Chizerabad, 
a village four  ̂miles without the walls. He was 
locked up, with his fon, in a mean apartment, in 
which he remained for fome days in hourly expec­
tation of his death. . Here he amufed himfelf 
with writing jnftruClions for his fon Solim an; 
having concealed an ink ffandilh and fome paper 
in one of the folds o f  his garment. His anxiety 
to know the intentions of Aurungzebe, fome- 
times broke in upon his melancholy amufements. 
l ie  appeared through the window to the guards; 
but they knew nothing o f what paffed at court. 
He then enquired concerning an old devotee, who 
had formerly lived in a cell near the foot o f the

Imperial



Imperial garden at Delhi. One of the foldiers a . D . 

knew the old man ; and the prince gave a billet '^ 9- 
to be carried to him, requeuing fome intelligence. 10̂ \
“  But even he, perhaps,”  he laid, with a figh, r~"-/ 
“  may have changed with the current of the 
times.”

The traitor Jihon, in the mean time, made his T b e  trs i-  

appearance at court, to claim the reward of his 
treachery. Aurungzebe dignified him with a people, 
title, and enriched him with prefents. Failing 
through the city of Delhi, he was pointed out 
to the mob, who, falling upon him near the gate 
which leads to Lahore, killed feven of his attend­
ants. He himfelf efcaped but the country peo­
ple rofe upon him evety where. They hunted 
him from place to place ; till at length he met 
with his deferts, and was flain when he had almoft 
reached the boundaries of his own government.
The zeal of the people, however, proved fatal to 
Dara. The emperor, hearing of the tumult near 
the gate of Lahore, ordered the chief magiftrate 
of the city, with his officers, to go to the place, 
and enquire into the caufe of the diihirbance.
The mob fell upon the judge and his attendants.
They fled to the palace, and the whole city was 
in an uproar.

Aurungzebe, in dread of a general revolt, cal- Difimb- 
led a council of his nobles. He had determined ^ IC®S. at 
before to fend his brother to the fortrefs of G u a-1 
liar ; but now he was afraid of a refcue by the 
way. The minds of the people were ftrangely 
agitated. Their imprecations againfl: his cruelty 
reached him in the midft of his guards; and he 
began, for the firft time, to fhew fymptorns o f 
political fear. He alked the advice of his lords.
J he majority feemed to be for fparing the life of 

Dara ; and for fending him, under a flrong guard, 
to the ufuai prifon of the Imperial family. Au-

rungzebe.



a . r>. rungzebe, though not fatisfied, was about to 
^59 yield to their opinion ; when one Hakim, a Per- 
ici'9. ban by birth, with a defign to gain the favour of

'----r  - the emperor, infifted that Dara ffould be put to
death, as an apoflate from the faith of Mahom- 
med. The emperor pretended to be ftartled, and 
faid, f he thing is determined. I might have 
forgiven injuries done to rnvfelf; but thole againft 
religion I cannot forgive.”  He immediately or­
dered a warrant to be iffued to Nazir and Seif, 
two fierce Afgan chiefs, which impowered them 
to take off Dara that very night.

£“uflra«hof . ° n the A leventh o f September, about mid- 
Daia. 1 night, the unfortunate prince was alarmed with 

the noife of arms coming through the pailage 
which led to his apartment. He darted up, and 
knew immediately that his death approached. 
Hefcarce had awakened hisfon, who lay afleep on 
the carpet at his feet, when the affaffms burft 

- open the door. Dara fei-zed a knife, which he 
had concealed to mend the reed with which he 
wrote. He Rood in a corner of the room. The 
murderers did not immediately attack him. They 
ordered his fon to remove to the adjoining apart­
ment ; but he clung round his father’ s knees. 
1 w?o of the afiaflms feized him, to force him 

aw ay; when Dara, feeing Nazir (landing at the 
door, begged to be indulged a few moments to 
take leave of his fon. He fell upon his neck, and 
faid, w4 My dear fon, this reparation is more af- 
flidling than that between foul and body, which I 
am this moment to buffer. But (hould h e  fpare 
you— live. Heaven may preferve you to revenge 
iny death ; for his crimes (hall not pafs unpu- 
mfined. I leave you to the protection of God. 
M y fon, remember me.”  A  tear half darted 
fiom his eye ; when they were dragging the 
youth to the adjoining room. lie , however, re­

fumed



fumed his wonted dignity and courage. {£ I beg A. D. 
one other favour, Nazir !”  he faid, “  much 'H 
time has not been loit by the laft.”  He wrote a 1069. 
billet, and defired that it fliould be delivered to 
Aurungzebe. But he took it back, and tore it, 
faying, “  I have not been accu domed to afk 
favours of my enemies. He that murders the 
father can have no compaffion on the fon,”  He 
then raifed up his eyes in iilence ; and the affaffins . 
feemed to have forgot their office.

During this time of dreadful fufpence, the fon, who is af- 
who lay bound in the next room, likened, expeft-faffiuated- 
ing every moment to hear his father’ s dying groans.
The afiaffins, in the mean time, urged on by 
Nazir, feized-Dara by the hands and feet, and 
throwing him on the ground, prepared to ftran- 
gle him. Deeming this an infamous death, he, 
with an effort, difmcumbered his hand, and dab­
bed, with his pen-knife, one o f the villains to 
the heart. The others, terrified, fled back ; but 
as he was rifing from the floor, they fell upon hint 
with their fwords. His fon, hearing the noife, 
though his hands were bound, burft open the 
door, and entered, when the murderers were fe­
vering his father’s head from his body. Nazir 
had the humanity to pulh back the youth into the 
other apartment, till this horrid operation was 
performed. The head of Dara was carried to 
Aurungzebe ; and the unfortunate young prince 
was left, during the remaining part o f the night, 
ffiut up with his father’s body. Next morning 
he was fent privately under a guard, tothecaftle 
of Gualiar.

Thus fell the unhappy Dara Sheko ; a prince 
whofe virtues deferred a better fate. But be was ons e" '* 
born to diftrefs; and his imprudence often affiked 
the malignity of his fortune. Though deftitute 
of the addrefs which is neceffary to gain mankind

in



A .  D. in general, he was much beloved by his family 
’p 9* and domeftics; and he was the darling of his 
i06y. father, who was often heard to fay, That all his 

—y-w ' other children were not half fo dear to him as 
Dara. This predilection in his favour was the 
fource of the misfortunes of both. The other 
princes envied the influence of Dara, and all 
their differences with, and every difappointment 
which they experienced from, their father, was 
laid to the account o f their brother, who poffeffed 
all his confidence and eiieern. Dara was certain­
ly jealous of his brothers, whom he faw inverted 
with too much power in their refpedlive provinces; 
and his oppofing their meafures at court was the 
natural confequence of his fears. This mutual 
animofity being once kindled, all the princes 
looked forward to the death of their father with 
terror. The feeds o f civil war were long fown 
before they appeared ; and the illnefs of the 
emperor was the fignal to begin the charge, from 
the four corners o f his dominions. Dara had 
the port of advantage \ but he was not a match 
in abilities to Aurungzebe.

Seash. Nazir, before day-light appeared, was admit­
ted into the citadel to the emperor. That prince 
had remained all night in anxious expectation. 
Many of the nobles had expreffed t heir high dif- 
fatisfaction at the meafure of putting Dara to 
death ; and he was afraid that the refolution, be­
fore it took effeft, might be communicated to 
the people and army. He faw that he was fup- 
ported only by his own abilities and the venality 
o f his followers. The unbiafled, by either inte- 
refl or fear, looked with horror on the crimes 
which his ambition had already committed. 
They were difgufted at his cruelty to his father, 
and his injuftice to his brothers, and they, wicn 
indignation, faw hypocrify, and the word kind

of



A U R U N G Z E B E .  335

of ambition, lurking behind profefiions of religion, a . D.  
and moderation. Nazir, however, relieved him 
of a part of his fears. The head of Dara being 1069. 
disfigured with blood, he ordered it to be thrown 
into a charger of water ; and when he had wiped 
it with his handkerchief, he recognized the fea­
tures of his brother. He is faid to have exclaim­
ed, “  Alas, unfortunate man l”  and then to 
have ihed forne tears.

A U R U N  G-



A U R U N G Z E B  E .

C H A P .  III.

War aga'tn/l Suja— He is driven from Mongeer■ -» 
and Roja-Mahil— The prince Mahommed deferts 
to Suja— A mutiny in the army—fuelled by the 
vifier— Battle of Tanda— Artifice of Aurung- 
zebe— Mahommed leaves Suja— His imprifomiient 
and character•—Suja driven from Bengal— His 

fig h t through the mountains of Tipper a— Arrival 
at Arracdn— Perfidy, avarice, and cruelty of 
the Raja— Misfortunes —■ refutation—  bravery—* 
and murder cf Suja— Deplorable jate of his fa ­
mily— Reflections.

1659- T m  ' fears of the emperor from the in oft for- 
midabie of his rivals, were extinguifhed with the 
life of Dara. The filence which accompanies the 
decifions of defpotifm, is an effeftual prevention 
o f tumult and confufion. The people, for fome 
days, were ftrangers to the death of the prince, 
and his prior misfortunes had even leffened the 
regret, which his murder might have otherwife 
created in the minds o f mankind. Mifery had 
rifen to its height; and the worft period it could 
have was in fome degree fortunate. The condud 
of the emperor contributed to obliterate his 
crimes. With an appearance of humanity and

benevolence



benevolence in the common operations of govern- a . n. 
ment, men are apt to attribute the infiances of ‘ ? '9- 
cruelty which he exhibited, to the neceffity of his 
fituation ; and they forgot the evils done to indi- 
viuuals, in the general good of the u hole. Should 
felf-prefervation be admitted as an excufe for the 
comraiffion of bad aftions, Aurungzebe was not 
without apology. He had gone too far not to go 
farther hill: he had depofed his father, he had 
ex Iuded his brother from the throne, and a 
flame bid been kindled which could be extinguifh- 
ed by nothing but blood.

During the misfortunes of Dara in the weft and Prepara- 
north, the war was carried on with vigour in c°rs of 
Bengal againft Suja. That prince having, after ° llJa' 
the unfortunate battle of Kidgwa, efcaped to 
Mongeer, was aftive in making preparations for 
the field. Naturally bold and intrepid, misfor­
tune had no effeft upon him but to redouble his 
diligence to retrieve it ; and he wanted not re- 
fources in his province for recommencing hofti- 
lities, with an appearance of being able for fome 
time to ward off the hand of Fate, which feemed 
to hang over his head. Kis firft care was to col- 
left the remains of his diflipated army in the 
neighbourhood of Mongeer, which commands 
thepafs into Bengal; and, whilft he was col­
lecting more troops from the extenfive country in 
his rear, he drew lines from the mountains to the 
Ganges, to flop the progrefs of the enemy.

Mahommed, thefonof Aurungzebe, had been jumi, 
detached with ten thoufand horfe from the field turnsl»s 
of Kidgwa in purfuit of Suja. The prince was ‘ear’ 
foon joined by jumla the vifier, with a great 
force ; and they proceeded flowly down along the 
banks of the Ganges. The ftrong pofition of 
Suja gave him a manifeft advantage ; and Jumla, 
an able and experienced officer, contrived to drive

him



a . d . him from his poft without bloodfhed. The ridge 
]^9' o f mountains to the right of the Ganges are, in 
>069. their fertile valleys, polfefled by petty, but inde- 

v pendent princes. , Jum la found means to draw 
thefe over to his party ; and they fhewed to him a 
pafiage through their country, by which he could 
turn the rear of Suja. Having, by way of blind, 
left a confiderable part of the army to fall down 
in the common route, along the river, he him- 
felf, accompanied by the prince, entered the 
mountains, and was heard o f by Suja in his rear, 
when he expected to be attacked in front. Suja 
decamped with precipitation ; but he arrived in 
the environs of Raja-Mahil fome days before Ju m ­
la iffued from the mountains. He fortified hirn- 
felf in his camp ; and the vifier, who could make 
no impreffion without artillery, marched toward 
the left, to join the army coming down along the 
Ganges.

himltfhis . whole army having joined, the fmperial-
imes. ids prefented themfelves before the lines of Suja.

The vifier opened upon him with his artillery, 
and made feveral unfuccefsful aflaules. During 
fix days he was repulfed with {laughter ; but Su­
ja durft not trull the effeminate natives of Ben­
gal in the open field againft the Tartars of the 
north, who compofed the greater part of the Im­
perial army. Jumla played inceffantly with his 
artillery upon the fortifications, which being on­
ly made up of hurdles and loofe fandy foil, were 
foon ruined. Suja's poft becoming untenable, 
he decamped under the favour of night; and 
Jum la, afraid of an ambufh, though he was ap- 
prifed of the retreat o f the enemy, durft not fol­
low him. ft he rainy feafon commenced on the 
very night of Suja’s flight; and the Imperialifts 
were conftrained to remain ina&ive for fome 
months in the neighbourhood of Raja-Mahil.

Suja,



Suja, with his army, croffing the Ganges, took a . D. 
the route of Tanda; and, during the ina&ivity 
of the Imperialifts, (lengthened himfelf with I06f. 
troops from the Lower Bengal. He alfo drew 
from that quarter a great train of artillery, which ‘ 
was wrought by Portuguefe and other Europeans, 
who were fettled in that country. Suja, being 
attached to no fyflem of religion, was favourable 
to all. He promifed to build churches for the 
Chriftians, fhould he fucceed in his views on the 
the empire; and the miffionaries and fathers en­
tered with zeal into his caufe. The affairs of the 
prince began to wear a better afpedt. His effe­
minate troops acquired confidence from a welf- 
ferved artillery; and even Aurungzebe, who 
confided much in the abilities of Jumla, was not 
without anxiety. An event happened about this 
time which raifed the hopes of Suja, and added 
to the fears of his brother.

The prince Mahommed, who, in conjundlion The 
with Jumla, commanded the Imperial army, prince 
had, before the civil war, conceived a paffion for raed° 
one of the daughters of Suja. Overtures o f mar­
riage had been made and accepted ; but the con- 
fummation of the nuptials had been broken off 
by the troubles which diflurbed the times. He 
feemed even to have forgot his betrothed wife in 
his adtivity in the field ; but the princefs, moved 
by the misfortunes of her father, wrote with her 
own hand a very moving letter to Mahommed.

■ She lamented her unhappy fate, in feeing the 
prmce whom fhe loved, armed againft her father.
She expreffed her paffion and unfortunate condi­
tion, in terms which found their way to his heart.
His former affe&ions were rekindled in all their 
fury ; and, in the elevation o f his mind, he re- 
folved to defert his father’s caufe.

V ol. III. G  g The



A. n. The vifier, tipon affairs of fome importance# 
was, in the mean time, at fome diftance from the 

I0/9. army, which lay at Raja-Mahil. The opportu- 
nity was favourable for the late adopted fcheme 

toSuJi*er ° f  Mahommed. He opened the affair to fome 
o f his friends : he complained of his father’s 
coldnefs, and even of his ingratitude, to a fon, 
to whom, as having feized the perfon of Shaw 
Jehan, he owed the empire. Ife gave many in- 
ftances of his own fervices ; many of the unjuft 
returns made by Aurungzebe, and concluded by 
declaring his fixed refolution to join Suja. They 
endeavoured to diffuade him from fo ralh an 
adtion ; but he had taken his refolution, and he 
would liften to no argument. He alked them, 
Whether they would follow his fortunes? they 
replied, “  We are the fervants of Mahommed; 
and if the prince will to-night join Suja, he is fo 
much beloved by the army, that the whole will 
go over to him by the dawn of day.”  On thefe 
vague affurances, the prince quitted the camp that 
evening with a fmall retinue. He embarked in 
a boat on the Ganges ; and the troops thought 
that he had only gone on a party of pleafure. 

jumia Some of the pretended friends of Mahom- 
perpiexeJ-, mecj Wrote letters, containing an account o f the 

defertion of the prince, to the vifier. That lord 
was ftruck with aftonilhment at the folly and 
rnadnefs of the deed. He thought it impoffible, 
that, without having fecured the army, he could 
defert his father’s caufe. He was perplexed wdth 
anxiety and doubt; he expefted every moment 
to hear, that the troops were in full march to 
Tanda; and he was afraid to join them, with a 
defign of reftoring them to their duty, left he 
ftiould be carried prifoner to the enemy. He, 
however, after fome hefitation, refolved to dif- 
charge the part of a good officer. He fet out

exprefs



exprefs for the camp, where he arrived next day. a . d . 

He found things in the utmoft confufion, but j|J9-
not in fuch a defperate fituation as he had ex- ,069.
petted. A great part of the army was mutinous, 
and beginning-to plunder the tents of thofe who 
continued in their duty. Thefe had taken arms 
in defence of their property; fo that blood- 
fhed mud foon have enfued. The country, on 
every fide of the camp, was covered with whole 
fquadrons that fled from the flame of diflfenfion 
which had been kindled. Tumult, commotion, 
and diforder reigned every wfoere when the vifier 
entered the camp.

The appearance of that lord, who was re- quells 
fpetted for his great qualities by all, foon filenced 
the ftorm. He mounted an elephant in the cen­
tre of the camp, and fpoke after this manner to 
the army, who crowded tumultuoufly round him :
“  You are no ftrangers, my fellow-foldiers, to 
the flight of the prince Mahommed, and to his 
having preferred the love of the daughter of Suja 
to his allegiance to his fovereign and father. In­
toxicated by the fame to which your valour had 
raifed him, he has long been prefumptuous in his 
hopes. Ambition brought him to the edge o f 
the precipice over which he has been thrown by 
love. But in abandoning you, he has abandon­
ed his own fortune ; and, after the firfl: trans­
ports are over, regret, and a confcioufnefs of fol­
ly, will only remain. Suja has perhaps pledged 
his faith to fupport the infatuated prince againft 
his father ; he may have even promifed the throne 
of India as a reward for his treachery. But how 
can Suja perform his promife? We have feen 
his hoftile ftandards—but we have feen them only 
to be feized. Bengal abounds with men, with 
provifions, with wetftth ; but valour is not the 
growth of that foil. The armies of Aurungzebe 

G g  2 are



A. o. are numerous ; like you they are drawn from 
j£s9- the north, and he is himfelf as invincible in the 
,o6g9'. field as he is wife and decifive in the cabinet.

“  But fhould we even fuppofe that For- 
a mutiny tune? which has hitherto been fo favourable to 

Aurungzebe, fhould defert him in another field, 
would Mahommed reign ? Would Suja, expe­
rienced in the arts of government, and ambitious 
as he is of power, place the fceptre of India in 
the hands of a boy ? Would he fubmit to the 
authority of the fon o f a younger brother ; to the 
tool of his own defigns ? The impoffibility is 
glaring and obvious. Return,'therefore, my fel- 
low-foldiers, to your duty. You can conquer 
without Mahommed. Fortune has not followed 
him to the enemy. Your valour can command 
her every where. He has embraced his own 
ruin ; but why would we fhare in his adverfe 
fate ? Bengal lies open before you : the enemy 
are juft not totally broken. They are not ob- 
jedls of terror, but o f plunder : you may acquire 
wealth without trouble, and glory without toil.”  

mthear- This fpeech of the vifier had the intended ef- 
” y' feel.  ̂Every fpecies o f diforder and tumult fub- 

fided in a moment. The troops defined to be led 
to the enemy; and jum la did not permit their 
ardor to cool. He immediately began to throw a 
bridge of boats acrofs the river. The work was 
finifhed in three days ; and he paffed the Ganges 
with his whole army. Mahommed, in the mean 
time, having arrived at Tanda, was received 
with every mark o f refipeft by Suja. The nup­
tials were celebrated with the utmoffi magnificence 
and pomp; and the feftivity was fcarce over, 
when certain news arrived of the near approach 
of the Imperial army under Jumla. Suja imme­
diately iffued out with all hi? forces from Tanda. 
He polled himfelf in an advantageous ground,



and waited for the enemy, with a determined a d . 
refolution to rifk all on the iffue o f a battle.

Mahommed, who was naturally full of confi- 1069. 

dence and boldnefs, did not defpair of bringing 
over the greateft part of the army of Jumla to g uja . 

his own fide. He erefted his ftandard in the 
front of Suja’ s camp ; and when that prince drew 
out his forces in order of battle, he placed him- 
felf in the centre of the firft line. Jumla, con- 
fcious of the fuperiority o f his own troops in 
point of valour, was glad to find the enemy in 
the open field. He formed his line, and order­
ed a column of horfe to fall immediately upon 
Mahommed. That prince vainly fuppofed, when 
the enemy advanced, that they were determined 
to defert Jumla. But he was foon convinced of 
his error by the warmth of their attack. He be­
haved with his ufual bravery ; but the effeminate 
natives of Bengal were not to be kept to their 
colours. They fled ; and he was carried along 
with their flight. The utmoft efforts of Suja 
proved alfo ineffedlual. His troops gave way on 
all Tides; and he bimfelf was the lad who quit­
ted the field. A  great daughter was made in the 
purfuit, and Tanda opened her gates to the con­
queror. The princes fled to Dacca in the utmoft 
didrefs, leaving the elded fon o f Suja dead on 
the fie ld : but Jumla, remaining for fome time 
in Tanda to fettle the affairs of the now almod 
conquered province, gave them fome refpite, 
which they employed in levying a new army.

The news of the flight o f Mahommed arriving 
in the mean time at Delhi, Aurungzebe conclud- A rtifice o f  

ed that the whole army in Bengal had gone over 
to Suja. He immediately marched from the capi­
tal with a great force. He took, with incredi­
ble expedition, the route o f Bengal. He how­

ever



A .  D. ever had not advanced far from Delhi, when in- 
H]|.‘ telligence of the fuccefs of his arms in the battle 
1069. o f Tanda met him on his way, and he forthwith 

returned to the capital. He there had recourfe 
to his ufual policy. He wrote a letter to his fon, as 
if  in anfwer to one received ; and he contrived 
matters fo, that it fhould be intercepted by Suja. 
That prince, having perufed the letter, placed it 
in the hands of Mahommed, who fwore by the 
Prophet that he had never once written to his fa­
ther fince the battle o f Kidgwa. The letter was 
conceived in terms like thefe : 

to  f.parate “  To our beloved fon Mahommed, whofe hap- 
Mat°m- pir.efs and fafety are joined with our life. It was 

with regret and forrow that we parted with our 
fon, when his valour became necelfary to carry 
on the w'ar againft Suja. W e hoped, from the 
love w'e bear to our firft-born, to be gratified foon 
w ith his return ; and that he would have brought 
the enemy captive to our prefence in the fpace of 
a month, to relieve our mind from anxiety and 
fear. But feven months paffed away, without the 
completion of the wifhes o f Aurungzebe. In- 
ffead of adhering to your duty, Mahommed, you 
betrayed your father, and threw a blot on your 
own fame. Ih e  fmiles o f a woman have overcome 
filial piety. Honour is forgot in the brightnefs 
of her beauty ; and he who was deftined to rule 
the empire of the Moguls, has himfelf become a 
fb ve. But as Mahommed feems to repent o f his 
fody, we forget his crimes. He has called the 
name of God to vouch for his fincerity; and 
our parental affe&ion returns. He has already 
our forgivenefs ; but the execution o f what he 
propofes is the only means to regain our favour.”  

from Suja. Ihe letter made an impreffion on the mind of 
Suja, which all the protellations of Mahommed

could



could not remove. He became filent and dif- A .  D.  

contented. He had an affedtion for the prince, 
and he was more enraged at being difappointed 1069. 
in the judgment which he had foimed, than at 
the fuppofed treachery. Having continued three 
days in this agitation of mind, he at lafh fent for 
the prince. He told him, in the prefence of 
his council, that after all the ftruggles of affee* 
tion with fufpicion, the latter had prevailed ; 
that he could no longer behold Mahommed with 
an eye of friendlhip, ffiould he even fwear to his 
innocence in the holy temple of Mecca; that 
the bond of union and confidence which had 
lately fubfifted between them was broken ; and 
that, inftead of a fon and a friend, he beheld 
him in the light of an enemy. “  It is there­
fore neceffary for the peace of both,”  continued 
Suja, u that Mahommed ffiould depart. Let 
him take away his wife, with all the wealth and 
jewels which belong to her rank. The treafures 
o f Suja are open, he may take whatever he pleafes.
G o.------ Aurungzebe ffiould thank me for fend­
ing away his fon, before he has committed a 
crime.”

Mahommed, on this folemn occafion, could He is dif- 
not refrain from tears. He felt the injuflice o f ™^edb5r 
the reproach; he admired the magnanimity o f prince, 
Suja ; he pitied his misfortunes,. But his own 
condition was equally deplorable. He knew 
the flern rigour of his father ; who never trufled 
any man twice. He knew that his difficulty o f 
forgiving was equal to his caution. The prqf- 
pe& was gloomy on either fide. Diftrufl: qnd 
mifery were with Suja, and a prifon was the 
leafl punifhment to be expended from Aurung­
zebe. He took leave, the next day, of his fa­
ther-in-law. That prince prefented his daughter 
with jewels, plate, and money to a great amount;



a . d . and the unfortunate pair purfued their journey to 
h1|; the camp of Jumla.
1069- Mahommed, accompanied by his fpoufe the 

daughter of Suja, moved flowly toward the camp 
of Jumla. His melancholy encreafed as he ad­
vanced ; but whither could he fly? No part of 
the vaft empire of India was impervious to the 
arms of Aurungzebe; and he was not poflefled 
o f the means of efcaping beyond the limits of 
his father’s power. He was even alhamed to 
fltew himfelf among troops whom he had de- 
fexteo. Regret fucceeded to folly; and he fcarce 
could reflea with patience on the part, though 
the fair caufe of his misfortunes ftill kept her 
dominion over his mind. Having approached 
within a few miles o f the ImperialiAs, he fent 
to announce his arrival to the vifier. That mi, 
niiler haftened to receive him with all the ho- 
nours due to his rank. A  fquadron with drawn 
iwords formed around his tent; but they were 
liis keepers rather than guards. Jumla, the very 
next day, received a packet from court ; which 
contained orders • to lend Mahommed, fhould he 
f.tll  ̂ into  ̂his hands, under a flrong efcort to 
Delni. I he officer who commanded the party 
was ordered to obey the commands of the prince ; 
but he, at the fame time, received inflrudfions 

watch his motions, and to prevent his efcape. 
hen he arrived at Agra, he was confined in 

t e citadei, from whence he was foon after fent 
to Gualiar, where he remained a prifoner to his 
death.

W d?pri* ... Mahommed, though brave and enterprizing 
like his fatner, was deftitute of his policy and 
srt. Precipitate, full of fire, and inconfiderate, 
fie was more fitted for afting the part o f a parti­
san than of a general; and was therefore lei's 
adapted for war than for battle. Haughty in his

temper.



temper!, yet eafy in his addrefs ; an enemy to cru- a . d . 
elty, and an abfolute ftranger to fear. He was 
daring and active on occafions of danger ; but 1070. 
he knew his merit, and he was felf-conceited v - —'
and haughty. He afcribed to his own decifive 
valour the whole fuccefs o f his father, and he 
had been often known to fay, that he placed Au- 
rungzebe on the throne when he might have pof- 
feffed it bimfelf. Naturally open and generous, 
he defpifed the duplicity of his father, and 
difdained power that mu ft be preferved by 
art. His free converfations upon thefe fubjedfs 
eftranged from him the affedtions of his father, 
who feems to have confefi'ed this merit by his 
own fears. Had Mahommed accepted the offer o f 
Shaw Jehan, when he feized that prince, he had 
courage and adfivitv fufficient to keep poffeflion 
o f the throne of the Moguls. But he neglected 
the golden opportunity, and fhewed his love o f 
fvvay, when he was not poffeffed of any rational 
means to acquire the empire. His misfortunes 
however were greater than his folly. He paffed 
feven years in a melancholy prifon at Gualiar, till 
death put a period to his mifery.

Jumla, having fettled the affairs of the weftern Suja 
Bengal, marched with his army toward Dacca.
Suja was in no condition to meet him in the 
field ; and to attempt to hold out any place againft 
fo great a force, would be to enfure, by pro- 
tradfing, his own fate. His refources were now 
gone. He had but little money, and he could 
Have no army. Men.forefaw his inevitable ruin, 
and they fhunr.ed his prefence. His appearance 
to the few troops v/ho had remained near him, 
was even more terrible than the fight of an 
enemy. They could not extricate him from 
misfortune, and they pitied his fate. He how- 
ecver fliii retained the dignity of his own foul.

He



a . d . He was always chearful, and full of hopes ;  his 
[j6°; aftivity prevented the irkfomenefs of thought.
1070. When the news of the approach of the Impe- 

< ~ r i a l i f h  arrived, he called together his few friends. 
He acquainted them with his refolution of flying 
beyond the limits o f an empire, in which he had 
now nothing to expeft but misfortunes ; and he 
aiked them, Whether they preferred certain mi- 
fery with their former lord, to an uncertain par­
don from a new mafter ?

from Ben ^  an£l generous, misfortune fe-
ga°™ Lt cures friends. 1  hey all declared their refolution 

to follow Suja to whatever part of the world he 
fhould take his flight. With fifteen hundred 
horfe he direfled his march from Dacca toward 
the frontiers of Aflam. Jumla was clofe at his 
heels; but Suja, having eroded the Baramputre, 
which running through the kingdom of Aflam, 
falls into Bengal, entered the mountains of Rang- 
amati. Through almoft impervious woods, over 
abrupt rocks, acrofs deep valleys and headlong 
torrents, he continued his flight tp-vvard Arracan. 
Having made a circuit of near five hundred miles 
through the wild mountains of Tipppra, he en­
tered Arracan with a diminifhed retinue. The 
hardfhips which he fuftained in the march were 
forgot in the hofpitality of the prince o f the 
country, who received him with the diftimftion 
due to his rank.

n,ge7n' J um,a loft fight o f the fugitive when he en- 
Arracan. tered the mountains beyond the Baramputre. He 

turned his arms againft Cogebar ,and reduced that 
country, with the neighbouring valleys which in- 
terfecl the hills of Kokapagi. But Suja, though 
beyond the reach o f Jumla’s arms, was not be­
yond his policy. dhe place of his retreat was 
known ; and threatening letters from the vifier, 
whole fame had pafied the mountains of Arracan,

railed



raifed terrors in the mind of the Raja. He A^d . 
thought himfelf unfafe in his natural faftnefs > 
and a fudden coolnefs to Suja appeared in his be- 1070. 
haviour. The wealth of his unfortunate gueit be-' 
came alfo an objeft for his avarice. Naturally un­
generous, he determined to take advantage ot rnif- 
fortune; but he mud do it with caution, for 
fear of oppofmg the current o f the public opi­
nion. He fent a meffage to Suja, requiring him 
to depart from his dominions. The impoiiibslity 
o f the thing was not admitted as an excufe. The 
Monfoons raged on the coafl; the hills behind 
were impaffable, and covered with {forms. The 
violence of the feafon joined iffue with the unre­
lenting fate of Suja. The unfeeling prince was 
obftinate. He iffued his commands, becaufe he 
knew they could not be obeyed. Suja fent his foil 
to requeft a refpite for a few days. He was ac­
cordingly indulged with a few days ; but they 
only brought accumulated diftrefs.

Many of the adherents o f the prince had been His un- 
loft in his march ; many, forefeeing his inevitable coininon 
fate, deferted him after his arrival at Arracan.
O f fifteen hundred only forty remained ; and 
rhefe were men of fome rank, who were refolved 
to die with their benefa&or and lord. The Sul­
tana, the mother of his children, had been for 
fome time dead : his fecond wife, three daughters, 
and two forrs, compofed his family. The few 
days granted by the Raja were now expired;
Suja knew of no refource. To afk a longer in­
dulgence was in vain ; he perceived the intenti­
ons of the prince of Arracan, and he expected 
jn filence his fate. A meffage in the mean time 
came from the Raja, demanding in marriage the 
daughter of Suja. “  My misfortunes,”  faid the 
prince, “  were not complete, with ut this infult.
Go tell your mailer, that the race of Timur,

though
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A. D. though unfortunate, will never fubmit to dilho- 
nour. But why does he fearch for a caufe of dif-

1070. pute ? His inhumanity and avarice are too ob- 
J  vious to be covered by any pretence. Let him 

ad  an open part; and his boldnefs will atone for 
a portion of his crime.”

diftrefs. The Raja was highly offended at the haughti- 
nefs of the anfwer of Suja. But the people pi­
tied the fugitive, and the prince durft not openly 
do an aft of flagrant injuftice. To aflaffinate 
him in private was impollible, from the vigilance 
of his forty friends. A  public pretence mud be 
made to gain the wealth o f Suja, and to ap- 
peafe his enemies by his death. The report o f a 
confpiracy againft the Raja was induftrioufly 
fpread abroad. It was affirmed that Suja had 
formed a defign to mount the throne of Arracan, 
by affaffinating its monarch. The thing was in 
itfelf improbable. How could a foreigner, with 
forty adherents, hope to rule a people o f a dif­
ferent religion with themfelves. An account of the 
circumftances of the intended revolution was art­
fully propagated. The people loft their refpeft 
for Suja, in his character of an aflaffin. It was 
in vain he protefted his innocence ; men who 
could give credit to fuch a plot, had too much 
weaknefs to be moved by argument.

^ e rAr-° The RaJa’ in . a P^tended terror, called fud- 
racan. denly together his council. He unfolded to them 

thê  circumftances o f the confpiracy, and he afked 
their advice. 1  hey were unanimoufly of opinion, 
that Suja and his followers fhould be immedi­
ately fent away from the country. The Raja 
was difappointed in his expeftations ; he had 
hoped that death fhould be the puniffiment of 
projefted murder. But the natural hofpitality 
oi the nobles of Arracan prevailed over his views. 
He, however, under the fanftion of the deter­

mination



mination o f his council, refolved to execute his a . d . 
own defigns. The unfortunate prince, with his ,66.°- 
family and his forty friends, w'ere apprifed of his 
intentions. They were encamped on a narrow 
plain which lay between a precipice and a river, 
which, iffuing from Arracan, falls into the coun­
try of Pegu. At either end of the plain a pafs 
was formed between the rock and the river.
Suja, with twenty of his men, pofleffed bimfelf 
o f one ; and his fon with the reft, flood in the 
other in arms. They faw the Raja’s troops ad­
vancing ; and Suja, with a fmile on his counte­
nance, addreffed his few friends :

“  The battle we are about to fight is unequal ;  H is refo- 
but, in our prefent fituation, the iffue mult be lution, 
fortunate. W e contend not now for empire ; nor 
even for life, but for honour. It is not fitting 
that Suja fhould die, without having his arms 
in his hands: to fubmit tamely to affaffination, is 
beneath the dignity of his family and former 
fortune. But your cafe, my friends, is not yet 
fo defperate. You have no wealth to be feized ; 
Aurungzebe has not placed a price upon your 
heads._ Though the Raja is deftitute of genero- 
fity ; it is not in human nature to be wantonly 
cruel. You may efcape with your lives, and 
leave me to my fate. There is one, however, 
who mu ft remain with Suja. My fon is involved 
with me in my adverfe fortune ; his crime is in 
his blood. To fpare his life, would deprive 
the Raja of half his reward from Aurungzebe 
for procuring my death.”

His friends were filent, but they bur ft into tears. braverr 
1  hey took their ports, and prepared themfelves to 
receive with their fwords the troops of the Raja.
}  he unfortunate women remained in their tent, 
in dreadful fufpence; till rouzed by the clafhing 
of arms, they rufhed forth with difhevelled hair.

The



a . o. The men behaved with that elevated courage 
which is railed by misfortune in the extreme.

■ ‘-70. They twice repulfed the enemy, who, afraid o f 
*•'' their fwords, began to gall them with ar­

rows from a diftance. The greateft part of the 
friends of Suja were at length either flain or 
wounded. He himfelf dill flood undaunted, and 
defended the pafs againft the cowardly troops of 
Arracan. They durft not approach hand to hand j 
and their millive weapons flew wide of their aim. 
T he officer who commanded the party, fent 
in the mean time fome. o f his fbldiers to the top 
o f the precipice, to roll down ftones on the 
prince and his gallant friends. One fell on the 
fhoulderof Su ja; and he funk down, being dun­
ned with the pain. The enemy took advantage 
o f his fall. They rufhed forward, difarmed and 
bound him.

tur/sTand was hurried into a canoe which lay ready
murder. on the river. The officer told him, that his or­

ders were to fend him down the dream to Pegu. 
Two of his friends threw themfelves into the 
canoe, as they were pufhing it away from the 
hank. The wife and the daughters of Suja, with 
cries which reached heaven, threw themfelves 
headlong into the river. They were, however, 
brought affiore by the foldiers; and carried 
away, together with the fon of Suja, who was 
wounded, to the R aja ’s palace. The prince, fad 
and defolate, beheld their didrefs; and, in his for- 
row, heeded not his own approaching fate. They 
had now rowed to the middle of the dream ; but 
his eyes were turned toward the ffiore. The 
rowers, according to their indruftions from the 
cruel Raja, drew a large plug from the bottom 
o f the canoe ; and throwing themfelves into the 
river, were taken up by another canoe which had 
followed them for that purpofe. The canoe was

indantly



inftantly filled with water. The unfortunate A, D. 
prince and his two friends betook theirifelves to 
fwimming. They followed the other canoe ; but 1070. 
fhe hafiened to the fhore. The river was broad ; '
and at laft, worn out with fatigue, Suja refigned 
himfelf to death. His two faithful friends at the 
fame inftant difappeared in the ftream.

PiaraBani, the favourite, the only wife of Su- Depbra- 
ja, was fo famed for her wit and beauty, that family, 
many fongs in her praife are ftill fung in Bengal.
The gracefullnefs of her perfon had even become 
proverbial. When the Raja came to wait upon 
her in the haram, fhe attempted to ftab him with 
a dagger which fhe had concealed. She, how­
ever, was difarmed ; and perceiving that fhe was 
deftined for the arms of the murderer of her 
lord, in the madnefs of grief, rage and defpair, 
fire disfigured her beautiful face with her own 
bands; and at laft found with fad difficulty a 
cruel death, by dafhing her head againft a ftone.
The three daughters of Suja ftill remained; 
two of them found means by poifon to put an 
end to their grief. The third was married to the 
Raja 5 but fhe did not long furvive what fhe rec­
koned an indelible difgrace on the family of T i­
mur. The fon of Suja, who had defended him­
felf to the laft, was at length overpowered, by 
means of ftones rolled down upon him from the 
rock. He was carried to the Raja ; and foon 
after, with his infant brother, fell a vi&im, by a 
cruel death, to the jealoufy o f that prince.

Such was the melancholy end of Suja, and of Refledi- 
all his family; a prince not lefs unfortunate than oa;’ 
Data, though of better abilities to oppofe his 
fate. He was bold and intrepid in aftion, and 
far from being deftitute of addrefs. His perfonal 
courage was great ; and he was even a firanger 
to political fear. Had he, at the commencement

of
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a  d . of the war, been poffeffed of troops equal in va~ 
6̂60. lour to th0fe 0f his brother, we might probably

1070. have the misfortunes of Aurungzebe, and not 
'■“ ■-"v thofe o f Suja, to relate. But the effeminate na­

tives of Bengal failed him in all his efforts. 
Perfonal courage in a general, affumes the ap­
pearance of fear with a cowardly army. When 
Suja prevailed, the merit was his own; when he 
failed, it was the fault of his army. No prince 
was ever more beloved than Suja ; he never did 
a cruel, never an inhumane, aftion during his 
life. Misfortune, and even death itfelf, could 
not deprive him o f all his friends; and though 
his fate was not known in Hindoflan for fome 
years after his death, when it was heard, it filled 
every eye with tears.

A U R U N G -
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C H A P .  IV .

Prudent adminiftration of Aurungzebe— Obfervatiom 
on his condu::— His behaviour toward his fecond 

fon— Scliman Sheko betrayed by the Raja of Seri- 
nagur— He files—is taken— brought to Delhi— and 
imprifoned— An embajfyfrom Perjia— Shaw Ahum 
declared heir-apparent— A famine— Wife and hu­
mane condufl of the emperor—War in the Decan—  
Aurungzebe fails Jick— Difir actions at Delhi—  
Intrigues of ,Shaw Allum— Recovery of the em­
peror— He demands the daughter of Dara—and 
the Imperial jewels from Shaw ffehan—but is re- 

fufed—His art to appeafe his father— Promotions,

T h E war with Suja, which was carried on in a . d . 
the extremity of the empire, neither difturbed 
the repofe o f Aurungzebe, nor diverted his at- 10,0'. 
tention from the civil affairs of the ftate Im- 
partial and decifive in his meafures, he was even 
acknowledged to be a good prince, by thofe who 
recognized not his right to the throne; and men 
began to wonder, how he, who was fo juft, could 
be fo cruel. The people fuffered little by the 
civil war. The damage done by the marching 
and counter-marching of armies, was paid 

Von. Hi. H h out



a . d. out of the public treafury. An exad discipline 
i66°. had been obferved by all parties; for the rivals
1070. for the crown of Hindoftan, though in the field

'----againft one another, could not perfuade them-
felves that they were in an enemy’s country. The 
prince who prevailed in a province, extended 
not the punifhment of treafon to thofe who Sup­
ported a competitor with their fwords ; and, 
what is Scarce credible, not one man beyond the 
family of Timur, was either afiaflinated iij pri­
vate, or flain by the hands of public juftice, 
during a civil war, fo long, fo bloody, and fo va­
rious in its events.

admin'i- The emPeror accuftomed to bufinefs, in his 
•  ftration long government o f various provinces, was well 

acquainted with the whole detail of public affairs. 
Nothing was fo minute as to efcape his notice. 
He knew that the power and confequence of the 
prince depended upon the profperity and happi- 
nefs of the people; and he was even from fel- 
fifh views an enemy to oppreffion, and an en- 
courager of agriculture and commercial induftry. 
He eftablifhed a perfedt fecurity of property over 
all his dominions. The forms of juftice were 
made lefs intricate, and more expeditious than 
under former reigns. To corrupt a judge was 
rendered for the firft time a crime. The fees 
paid in the courts o f judicature were afcertained • 
with accuracy and precifion ; and a delay in the 
execution of juftice, fubjeded the judge to the 
payment of the lofs fuftained by the party ag­
grieved.

runA 'eb cour ê appeals from inferior to fuperior
rung?t e- courts was uninterrupted and free ; but to pre­

vent a wanton exertion of this privilege, the 
appellant was feverely fined, when his complaint 
againft a judgment was found frivolous and ill- 
founded. The diftributers of public juftice, when

their
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their decrees were reverfed, could not always A  d , 

fcreen themfelves under a pretended error in 
judgment. Should the matter appear clear, they 1670. 
were turned out o f their offices, as fwayed by 
partiality or bribery. Aurungzebe, foon after 
his acceffion .to the throne, eftablifhed a prece- 

■ dent of this kind. An appeal came “before him 
in the prefence of the nobles. The decifion had 
been unjuft. He fent for the judge, and told 
him in public, “  This matter is clear and obvi­
ous ; if you have no abilities to perceive it in 
that light, you are unfit for your place, as a weak 
man; if  you fuffered yourfelf to be overcome by 
prefents, you are an unjuft man, and therefore 
unworthy of your office.”  Having thus repri­
manded the judge, he diverted him of his em­
ployment, and difmiffed him with ignominy from 
his prefence.

But this is the fair fide of the. char after of Au- Obfervati- 
rungzebe. Dark and determined in his policy, condua!"5 
he broke thro.ugh every reftraint to accomplifh his 
defigns. He pointed in a direft line to the goal 
of ambition ; and he cared not by what means 
he removed whatever objeft obftrufted his way.
He either believed that morality was inconfiftent 
with the great traft of government; or, he afted 
as if he believed i t ; and he fometimes defcended 
into a vicious meannefs, which threw difcredit on 
his abilities, as well as upon his honefty. He 
held the cloke o f religion between his aftions 
and the vulgar ; and impioufly thanked the Divi­
nity for a fuccefs which he owed to his own 
wickednefs. When he was murdering and per­
fecting his brothers and their families, he was. 
building a magnificent mofque at Delhi, as an 
offering to God for his affiftance to him 'in the 
civil wars. He afted as high prieftat the confe- 
cration o f this temple ; and made apraftice of 

H h 2 attending



A .  D. attending divine fervice there, in the humble drefs 
of a Fakier- But when he lifted one hand to

1070. the Divinity, he, with the other, figned warrants 
—-'for the affaffination o f his relations, 

conduct o f  t During the civil wars which convulfed the em» 
hjs lecond pire, all remained quiet in the Decan. The,pru- 
,c n dent management o f Mahommed Mauzim, the • 

fecond fon o f Aurungzebe, prevented the lately 
conquered provinces from (haking off the yoke. 
That prince, with a great fhare of his father’s 
abilities, exceeded him if poffible in cooljaefs and 
felf-denial. He knew the ftern jealoufy of the 
emperor; and he rather affedted the humility of 
a Have, than the manly confidence o f a fon. He 
was no ftranger to the facility with which his 
father cbuld facrifice every thing to his own fe- 
curity ; and he looked upofi him as an enemy who 
watched his motions, more than in the light of a 
parent who would grant indulgences for errors. 
He knew that the beft means for preventing the 
fufpicions o f Aurungzebe, was to copy his own 
art. He affedfed to love bufinefs ; he was hum­
ble and felf-denied in his profeflions, deftitute of 
preemption, and full of devotion, 

fu r-A-d. Aurungzebe, whofe penetrating eye faw fome 
defign lurking in fecret behind the condud of 
Mauzim, infinuated to that prince, that to reign 
v,.as a delicate fituation ; that fovereigns mult be 
jealous eveti t?f their own fhadows; and, as for 
himfelf, he was efolved never to become a facri- 
nee to the amf :cion of a fon. Mauzim knew the 
intention of the fpeech, but he feemed not to un- 

. l era and i t ; and he redoubled his attention to
t lofe arts which had already, in a great meafure, 

a iuded afleep the watchful fufpicions of his fa- 
11V"!** iie  remitted the revenue to the capital, 
wn  ̂ great regularity and precision. Hepracfifed, 
511 18 Spences, the cefconomy and frugality

which



which his father loved. In appearance, and even A. D. 
perhaps from constitution, an enemy to effeminate 
pleafures, without vanity enough for pomp and 1071. 
magnificence, his court feemed like the cell of a 
hermit, who grudged to others the indulgences 
for which he had no tafte himfelf. A ll this art, 
however, prevailed not with Aurungzebe to con­
tinue him in his viceroyfhip o f the Decan. He 
knew, from his own experience, how dangerous 
it is to continue the government o f a rich pro­
vince loftg in the hands of a prince of abilities. <. 
He, therefore, recalled Mauzim to court, and 
gave his high office to Shaifta Chan.

The attention of Aurungzebe turned from Exped-ent 
Bengal to another quarter, upon receiving cer- againft 
tain intelligence of the flight of Suja to Arracan.SoIiman' 
Soliman hill remained inclofed in the mountains 
of Serinagur, under the protection of the Raja.
The emperor did not think himfelf firmly fixed 
on the throne, whiifl: any of the family of Dars 
remained out of his hands. He applied through 
Joy Singh, who, from being o f the fame religion 
with the Raja, had great influence over him, to 
the prince of Serinagur. He tempted his ava­
rice, and he wrought upon his fears. The Raja, 
being averfe to be thought difhonourable, hefi- 
tated contrary to the bias of his paffions. He, 
however, connived at an invafion of his country 
to reconcile his people, by an appearance of ne- 
ceffity, to the delivering up of the prince. The 
troops who entered his country with pretended 
hoftilities, carried to him the price let upon the 
head of Soliman.

The unfortunate youth, being apprized of his s ,.:zed 
danger, fled over the frightful mountains which ^  
feparate Serinagur from Tibet. Three friends 
accompanied him in this impracticable attempt,
The fides of thefe mountains are covered with

impervious



A. D. impervious forefts, the haunts of beafts o f prey;
on their top dwells a perpetual {form. Rapid ri- 

107T. vers ana impaflabfe torrents occupy the vallies;
' except where fome brufhwood here and there . 

hides dangerous and venomous fnakes. It was 
then the rainy feafon; and mill and darknefs 
covered the defert with additional horror. The 
unhappy fugitives, not daring to truft any guide, 
loft their way. When they thought themfelves 
on the borders o f  Tibet, they were again within 
fight o f Serinagur. W orn out with fatigue, they 
took fhelter under a rock, where they were dif- 
covered by a fhepherd, who gave them refrelh- 
ment, but at the fame time informed the Raja of 
what he had feen. ’ That chief fent his fon with 
a party to feize Soliman. The prince was alleep 
when they arrived in fig h t; but he was rouzed 
by one o f his three friends who kept the watch. 
T hey took to their arms. • The young Raja plied 
them with arrows from a diftance, and two of 
the prince’ s companions were flain. He himfelf 
was wounded. He fell under this unequal mode 
of attack ; and was brought bound into the pre­
fence o f the R aja.

Delhi.”410 That prince began to excufe his breach of 
hofpitality by public necelfity. He diminiflied 
the independence o f his own fituation, and mag­
nified the power o f Aurungzebe. “  To feize 
an unfortunate fugitive,”  faid Soliman, “  is a 
crime ; but it is aggravated by the infult o f mak­
ing an apology, for what Heaven and mankind 
abhor. Take your reward for my life ; it alle­
viates the misfortunes o f my fituation, that now 
I owe you nothing for the friendfhip which you 
exhibited upon my arrival in your dominions.”  
He turned his eyes in filence to the ground; 
and, without a murmur, permitted himfelf to be 
carried prifoner to Delhi, The emperor affected

to



to be difpleafed, that the unhappy prince had A D. 
fallen into his hands. To leave him at large 
was impoffible; and even the walls of apri- 1071. 
fon were not a fufficient fecurity, againfl: the‘s-*"~r— 
defigns which the difaffefted might form in his , 
favour. He ordered him to be brought into the 
hall o f audience, in the prefence of all the nobles; 
even the chief ladies of the haram were indulged 
with a fight o f a young prince, as famous for his • 
exploits, as for his misfortunes.

When he had entered the outer-gate of the pa- Brcmght 
lace, the chains were (truck ofF from his feet; before the 
but the fetters o f gold were left upon his hands. emperor* 
The whole court were (truck with the (lately 
gracefulnefs of his perfon ; they were touched 
with grief at his melancholy fate. Many of the 
nobles could not refrain from tears ; the ladies of 
the haram weeped aloud behind the fcreens. Even 
the heart o f Aurungzebe began to relent; and 
a placid anxiety feemed to wander over his face.
Soliman remained filent, with his eyes fixed on 
the ground. “  Fear nothing, Soliman Sheko,”  
faid the emperor; “  I am not cruel, but cauti­
ous. Your father fell as a man deftitute of all 
religion ; but you (hall be treated w ell”  The 
prince bowed his head; and then raifed his 
hands as high as his fetters would permit, ac­
cording to the cuftom in the Imperial prefence.
He then addreffed himfelf to the emperor. tc I f  
my death is neceffary for the fafety of' Aurung­
zebe, let me prefently die, for I am reconciled 
to my fate. But let me not linger in prifon, 
to languilh away by degrees, by the means o f 
draughts, which deprive the mind of reafon, 
when they enfeeble the body.”  This alluded 
to an infufion of poppy, which the imprifoned 
princes were forced to drink in Gualiar, It ema­

ciated



A D. dated them exceedingly, their ftrength and un- 
derltanding left them by degrees, they became 

1071’ torpid and inlenfible, till they were at laft re-
v----m—' lieved by death. The emperor defired him to reft

fatisfied that no defign was entertained againft his 
life. He was fent that very night to Agra, and 
foon after ordered to Gualiar, with the prince 
Mahotnmed, the emperor’s eldeft fon. 

from^p15* imprifonment of Soliman put an end to
fi;, ai1li ~ the fears of Aurungzebe. He found himfelf 
T a rta ry , firmly feated on the throne; and mankind were 

unwilling to dilturb the tranquillity which they 
enjoyed under his-prudent adminiftration. Peace 
prevailed all over the empire. The moft diiiant 
and inacceffible provinces became pervious to his 
authority. He extinguifhed party, by retaining 
no appearance of revenge againft thofe who had 
oppofed his elevation. He made friends of his 

. enemies by conferring upon them favours ; and 
he fecured the faith of his friends by repofing in 
them his confidence. The neighbouring hates, 
who had remained unconcerned fpedators of the 
civil wars, acknowledged the right which Au- 
rungz-be had acquired by his fortune and ad- 
dreis. An ambaffador arrived from Shaw Abas 
the Second of Peifia, to felicitate him on his ac- 
ceffion to the throne ; and he was followed by 
another from Suja king of the weftern Tartary. 
The emperor’s pride was flattered by the acquief- 
cence of thefe two powerful monarchs, in his 
title to the crown. He received their repref&nta- 
tives with unufual pomp ; and at the fame time 
that he gratified the princes with magnificent 
prefents, he enriched the amhafladors with very 

Sh. ai cor^derable films- of money, 
turn de- The folly of the . prince Mahommed had to- 
of t ? hen eftranged from him the affeftions of his
em p ire . father: his obftinacy aud daring difpofition had

rendered



rendered him an objeft: of terror to the provident a . n. 
mind of Aurungzebe. That monarch had re- 
folved to keep him always a dole prifoner in 1071 
Gualiar : he, however, allowed him ahoufehold, 
and the company of women. This humane treat­
ment had railed the hopes of the prince of being 
fpeedily releafed. He wrote to his father peni­
tential letters j but they produced no anfwer. 
Mahommed, in the vigour of his own mind, had 
a crime which could ’riot be forgiven. Mauzim, 
the fecond fon, took advantage of his brother’ s 
misfortune. He redoubled his attention to his 
father’s orders; and feerned to obey with fo much 
humility, that he eradicated all fears of wilhing 
to command from his fufpicious mu d To cut 
off the hopes of Mahommed, as well as to fecure 
the affections of Mauzim, the latter was publicly 
declared heir of the empire, and his name chang­
ed to that of Shaw Allum, or, King of the 
World. A fon was foo.n after born to that prince; 
and his birth was celebrated with uncommon 
fpiendour and feftivity.

In the mid it o f this public joy, the news o f a A dreadful 

dreadful calamity was received at court. A pro- fatuh'e- 
digious famine, occafioned by the uncommon 
drought of the feafon which burnt up the harveft, 
pi ' ailed in different parts of India. The empe­
ror exerted himl'elf with a humanity unfuitable 
to bis behaviour toward his own family, to allevi­
ate the diftrefs of his fubjefts. He remitted the 
taxes that were due ; he employed thofe already 

' collected in the purchafe of coin, which was 
didributed among the poorer fort. He even ex­
pended immenfe fums out of thetreafury, in con­
veying grain by land as well as by water into 
the interior provinces, from Bengal and the 
countries, which lie on the five branches o f the 
Indus, as haying buffered lefs on account of the

great



A .  D. great rivers by which they are watered. The grain 
fo conveyed was purchafed, at any price, with 

,ofl, the public money ; and it was re-fold at a very 
moderate rate. The poorer fort were fupplied, 
at fixed places; with a certain quantity, without 
any consideration whatever. The activity of the 
emperor, and his wife regulations, carried relief 
through every corner of his dominions. Whole 
provinces were delivered from impending deftruc- 
tion ; and many millions o f lives were faved.

W fdom This humane attention to the fafety of his fub- 
nityof Au" je£ls obliterated from their minds all obje&ions to 
rungzebe. his former conduct. He even began to be virtu­

ous. The ambition which made him wade through 
blood to the throne, inclined him to the purfuit 
of fame, which can only be acquired by virtue.
“  No man,”  obferves a Perfian author, “  is a 
tyrant for the fake of evil. Paflion perverts the 
judgment, a wrong judgment begets oppofition, 
and oppofition is the caufe of cruelty, bloodlhed, 
and civil war. When all oppofition is conquered, ■ 
thefword o f vengeance is fheathed, and the de- 
ftroyer of mankind becomes the guardian of the 
human fpecies.”  Such are the reflections of a 
writer, who publilhed the hiftory of Aurungzebe 
in the heart of his court; and that they were juft, 
appears from his having the boldneis to make 
them. To alleviate the calamity which had fal­
len on the people, was the principal, if not the 
foie, bufinefs of the emperor during the third year 
of his reign. A  favourable feafon fucceeded to 
his care ; and the empire foon wore its former * 
face o f profperity.

theWar0n the month of September of the year 166 1,
the news of the breaking out of a war on the 
frontiers o f the Decan, was brought to Aurung­
zebe. The Imperial governor, Shaifta Chan, ir­
ritated at the depredatory incurflons of the fubjeds

of



, ° f  Sewaji, prince of Cokin, or Concan, on- the A. D. 
coaft of Malabar, led an army into his country.
Sewaji, unable to cope with the Imperialifts in 1074'.
the field, retired into the heart of his dominions  ----*—
to levy troops ; and left his frontier towns ex- 
pofed.  ̂ They fell, one by one, before the power 
of Shaifta, and that lord at length fat down be­
fore Chagna, one of the principal places, both 
for confequence and ftrength, in the province of 
Cokin. It was fnuated on a high rock, deep 
and inacceffible on every fide. The utmoll ef­
forts o f Shaifta were baffled. He had made 
breaches in the parapet, on the edge of the rock, 
but he could not afcend with an afiault. When 
he attempted to apply fcaling ladders, the be- 
fieged rolled down huge ftones upon him, and 
crulhed whole fquadrons of his troops. To raife 
the fiege, would bring difgrace ; to take the place, 
feemed now irnpoflible.

Shaifta, in the mean time, fell upon an inge-coaftot- 
nious contrivance, Which produced the deftred M alabar, 

effeft. A hill rofe, at fome diftance from the 
fort ; from the .top o f which, every thing which 
pafled within the walls could be feen through a 
ipy-glafs. The captain-general flood frequently 
on this hill to reconnoitre the place. He obferved 
that, at a certain hour every day, the garrifon 
was fupplied with ammunition from a magazine in 
the center o f the fort. He had no mortars in his 
train ; it having been found irnpoflible to carry 
them acrofs the immenfe ridge o f mountains which 
feparate the Decan from Malabar. He, how­
ever, fell upon an effectual expedient. The wind 
blowing frefh from the hill upon the town, he let 
fly a paper-kite, which concealed a blind match, 
at the very inftant that the garrifon was fupply- 
ing themfelves with powder from the magazine.
He permitted it to drop in the midft 5 by an

accident



A n. accident the match fell upon forne powder which 
happened to be ftrewed around. The fire com- 

, 0 7 municated with the magazine ; and the whole 
—r——'  went off with a dreadful explofion, which fhook 

the country, threw down the greateft part of 
the fort, and buried the moft of the garrifon in 
the ruins. The Moguls afcended in the confufion ; 
and thofe who had efcaped the fhock, fell by the 
fword.

The Ma- The emperor was fo much pleafed with the 
i„nt eXpe(jjtjon Gf  Shaifta' into Malabar, that he re- 

folved to reinforce him to complete the conqueft 
of Cokin. The Maraja, udio, for his defertion 
of Dara, had been placed in the government of 
Guzerat, was ordered to march to join Shaifta 
with twenty thoufand horfe. That prince, fond 
of the aftivity and tumult o f expedition, obeyed 
the Imperial mandate wdthout hefitation. He 
arrived in the camp before the news of his 
march had reached the captain-general. Being 
naturally haughty and violent, he difapproved of 
Shaifta’ s mode of carrying on the war. He pre­
tended that he was fent to affift him with his 
counfel as well as with his arms ; and that he 
was refolved, if he did not alter his plan, to 
complete the conqueft o f Cokin with his own 
troops. Shaifta would relinquilh no part of his 
power. He commanded him, upon his allegiance, 
to obey. The Maraja was provoked beyond mea- 
fure, at a treatment fo humiliating to his pride. 
He thwarted privately the meafures of the cap­
tain-general ; and that lord began to exercife over 
him all the rigour of authority. * 

force'tVe ^ ie Maraja, whofe honour was not proof 
arm y, againfl his more violent paflions, formed a plot

againft Shaifta’s life. The nobles of the firft 
rank are permitted, by the patent of their crea­
tion, to have, among their Other marks of dignity,

a band



a band of mufic, confiding o f drums, fifes, a  d. 
trumpets, cymbals, and other warlike ipfli aments. l6 6 3- 

Thefe have an apartment over the gates of their j]!.8.'. 
pslaces in cities, in the camp a tent near that o f w  
their lord is affigned to them ; where they relieve 
one another, and play, when not prohibited, night 
ai d day. The Maraja, under a pietence that 
the captain-general was much pleafed with their 
mufic, fent them one night a prefent of five 
hundred roupees, in their matter's name ; and 
commanded them to continue to play till next 
morning; They accordingly (truck up after 
fupper ; and made a *prodigious noife. Shaifta, 
not averfe to mufic, took no notice of this un­
common attention in his band.'

W hen the camp became filent toward midnight, His plot to 

the Maraja, who, having a correfpchdence with aff“ffinate 
Sewaji, had admitted a final] party of the enemy 
into the camp, ordered them to fteal, unper­
ceived, into the quarter o f the. .captain-general.
They, accordingly, palled the guards,' and, cut- ' 
ting their way through the fcreens which fur- 
rounded the tents of Shaifta, entered that in 
which he flept. They fearched in the dark for his 
bed. He awakened. Alarmed at their whifper- 
ing, he ftarted and feized a lance, which was 

. the firft weapon that met his hand. He, , at that 
inftant, received a blow with a fword, which cut 
off three o f his fingers, and obliged him to drop 
the lance. He called out aloud to the guards; 
but the noife of the mufic drowned his voice.
He groped for the weapon ; and with it defended 
his head from their fwords. His fon, who flept 
in the next tent, alarmed by the noife, ruffled in 
with a lighted torchdn bis hand. The father and 
fon fell then upon the aflaflins. Murderers are 
always cowards* They fled ;  but die fon of Shaifta j 
expired of the wounds which he .received iq they,

confiift ;j



a . d. conflict; and the father himfelf recovered with 
’t̂ 4- much difficulty.
1074. The Maraja, in the mean time, came, in 

feeming confternadon, to the quarter of the 
uin'geue- general. He lamented the accident; and con- 
«i. defcended' to take the command of the army till 

he ffiould recover. The officers fufpe&ed the 
prince of the affaffination ; but he had cut off 
the channels which could carry home a proof. 
Silence prevailed over the camp ; and, though 
Shaifta was not flain, the Maraja poffeffed every 
advantage which he had expected from the mur­
der. Aurungzebe, from his perfect knowdedge 
of the difpohtion of the Maraja, was fatisfied of 
his guilt. It would not, however, be either 
prudent or effectual to order him to appear to 
anfwer for his crimes in the prefence : he knew 
that his boldnefs was equal to his wickednefs. 
He, therefore, fuppreffed his refentment ; and 
drew a veil on his deftgns, to lull the prince 
into fecurity. He affefted to lament the acci­
dent which had befallen to his general ; but he 
rejoiced that the management of the war had 
come into fuch able hands. •

zebe f Siis When the affairs of Aurungzebe wore the moft 
fids. J promifing afpect, he was near lofing, by his own 

death, the empire which he had acquired by the 
murder of his relations. On the twenty-fifth o f. 
May, he fell into a fever. His diftemper was fo vio­
lent, that he was almoft deprived of hisreafon. His 
tongue was feized with a palfy ; he loft his fpeech; 
and all defpaired of his recovery. The people 
were blent ; and looked forward for a fudden 
revolution. Intrigues for the empire commenc­
ed. The lords met in private in their palaces : 
the court, the haratn, were full of fchemes. 
It was already whifpered abroad,, that he was ac­
tually dead. Some regretted him as an able prince,

■ fome



fome as a great general; many were of opinion, a . d . 
that Heaven had interfered in punifhing his in- 
juftice to his relations. His filter the princefs 1074. 
Rofhinara, who had pofiefled his confidence, was 
thought to conceal his death till her own plans 
for the fucceffion of his younger fon to the throne 
fhould be ripe for execution.

Uncertain and improbable rumours were, in Conftema- 

the mean time, circulated, and fwallowed with p°opie„thc 
avidity by the people. Their affeftions for the 
old emperor being Itill entire, they created fic­
tions to flatter their wifhes. The Maraja, they 
faid, was in full march to releafe him from con­
finement. Mohabet, ever averfe to Aurungzebe, 
was on his way with an army for the fame pur- 
pofe, from Cabul; and had already pafled La­
hore. The people of Agra, they affirmed, were 
a&uated by tumult and commotion ; the garrifon 
of the citadel was mutinous, and Etabar, who 
commanded in the place, waited only for the 
news o f the death of the new emperor to open 
the gates to his ancient lord. Though it was 
impoffible that thefe fiftions could have any pro­
bable foundation, from the fhortnefs of the time, 
they were received with implicit faith by a cre­
dulous multitude. The very fhopkeepers and 
artizans negle&ed their bufmefs for news. They 
gathered together in groups ; and one continued 
whifper of important and incredible events flew 
over all the ftreets of Delhi.

The prince Shaw A Hum was not, in the mean shaw A! 
time, idle. He fecretly waited upon many of 
the nobility, and folicited their intereft, with the throne, 
large promifes o f gratitude and advantage, in the 
event of his -father’s demife. _ Rofhinara, who 
was beft acquainted with the intentions of the 
emperor, infinuated, that the fucceffion was to 
fall on Akbar, as yet but a boy. Both parties

averred,



A . d . averred,however, in public,that atprefent therewas 
no occafion for a new prince. Aurungzebe himfelf, 
they faid, only managed the empire during the 

' debility of mind which his illnefs had brought 
upon Shaw Jehan, That monarch, continued 
they being now recovered, will refume the reins 
of government ; and difpofe of the fucceffion in 
favour of any of his polf erity whom he (hall think 
worthy o f the throne of the Moguls. The peo­
ple already believed themfelves under the go­
vernment of the old emperor. The nobility en­
tertained no resolution of that kind. Their ac- 
quiefcence under Aurungzebe, had rendered them 
afraid o f the reftoration of his father. Thhy 
knew that the Maraja and Mohabet, who ftill 
profeffed themfelves the friends of the latter, 
would, in the event of his enlargement, carry all 
before them ; and feared the violence of thefirii, 
as much as they dreaded the abilities of the Se­
cond.

A n xie ty  Etabar, who commanded the citadel o f Agra, 
feemed now to have the fate of the empire in his 
hands. To open the gates to Shaw Jehan, was 
to involve all in confufion ; though it might be 
expefted, that from the attachment of the1 people 
to their ancient fovereign, tumult and commotion 
would foon fubfide. Aurungzebe, in the fhort 
intervals of his exceffive pain, applied his. inind 
to bufinefs. He gathered the fenfe of the people 
from the dark anxiety which covered the features 
of his attendants. lie  called his fon Shaw Ahum 
before him. He delired him to keep himfelf in 
readinefs in cafe of his death ; to ride poll to 
Agra, and to take the merit of releafing Shaw 
Jehan. “  Your only hopes of empire, and even 
the Safety o f your perfon,”  faid he, “  will de­
pend upon the gratitude o f your grandfather.

Let



a u r u n g z e b e .

Let not, therefore, any other perfon deprive you a n 
of that advantage.”  He then called for pen and ’ ^4-
ink, and wrote to Dtabar, to keep a ftrift Hig'1
watch upon the emperor : “  A s my death is not 
certain,”  faid Aurungzebe, “  let not your fears 
perfuade you to truft to the gratitude of any 
man.”  1 ~

The anxiety (hewn by the emperor on the or- °f Au- 
cafion, convinced mankind that he thought bis runs* 'bs' 
own recovery doubtful. The lords quitted the 
palace, and each began to prepare againft the 
worft events. He fent, on the fifth day, a fum- 
mons to all the nobility to come to the hall of 
audience. lie  ordered himfelf to be carried into 
the affembly ; and he requefied them, from his 
bed, to prevent tumults arid commotions. “ A 
lion,”  faid he, alluding to his father, “  is chain­
ed up; and it is not vout interell to permit him 
to break Joofe. He is exaiperated by real inju­
ries ; and he fancies more than he feels.”  He 
then called for the great leal o f the empire, which 
he had intruded to the princefs Rofhinara. He 
ordered it to be fealed up in a fiiken bag, with 
his private fignet, and to be placed by his fide.
His exertion to {peak to the nobles threw him into 
a fwoon. They thought him dead. A  murmur 
flew around He, however, recovered himfelf; 
and ordering Joy  Singh and fome o f the principal 
lords to approach, he took them by the hand,
Day after dav he was thus brought into the pre- 
fence o f the nobility. All intrigues ceafed at the 
hopes of his recovery. On the tenth day o f his 
illnefs, the fever began to leave him, and on the 
thiteenth, though w eak, he was apparently out of 
danger The florm that was gathering, fubfid- 
ed at once. A ferene calm fucceeded ; and 
people wondered wThy their minds had been agi-

Vol. III. * I i tated



a . d . tated and difcompofed, by the hopes and fears of
1664. revolution and change.
,074. The ficknefs of Aurungzebe was productive of 

— v— a difcovery of importance, to a monarch of his 
verf.reC°" jealous and provident difpofition. He found that 

Shaw Allum, whom he had defigned for his fuc- 
cefifor in the throne, had fhewn more eagernefs in 
forwarding the fchemes of his own ambition, than 
anxiety for the recovery of his father. He alfo 
found, from the reception given to the folicitations 
of the prince by the nobility, that his influence 
was too inconfiderable to fecure to him the un- 
difturbed pofiTeflion of the empire. His pride was 
hurt by the firft ; his prudence penetrated into 
the caufe of the fecond. He had long thought 
the felf-denial of his fon to be a cloke for fome 
deep-laid defign ; and an accident had convinced 
him of the truth of what he had fufpected before. 
The mother of Shaw Allum was only the daugh­
ter of a petty Raja. Aurungzebe had, on ac­
count of her beauty, taken her to wife; but the 
meannefs of her birth had left a kind of difgrace 
on her fon in the eyes of the nobles, who re- 
v red the high blood o f the houfe of Timur. 
The emperor, therefore, in his youngeft fon, 
found a remedy agaihfl the objections of the no­
bility to Shaw z\llum. That prince was born to 
Aurungzebe by the daughter of Shaw Nawaz, 
of the Imperial houfe of Sefi. The Perfian no­
bility, who were numerous in the fervice of the 
empire, difcovered a great attachment to Akbar ; 
and even the Moguls preferred him, on account of 
the purify of his blood, to his brother. The 
affections of the emperor were alfo in his favour ; 
and he now ferioufly endeavoured to pave his way 

 ̂ to the fucceffion.
mands When the family qf Dara had, with the unfor­

tunate prince, fallen ’ into the hands of Au­
rungzebe,



fungzebe, that monarch had, at the requeft of A . D . 

his father and the princefs Jehanara, delivered 
over the only daughter of Dara into their hands. 1074. 
She remained in the prifon at Agra with her '-""W "'"-' 
grandfather. Aurungzebe, upon his recovery, 
wrote a letter, full of profeffions o f regard, to his 
father ; and he concluded it with a formal demand 
of the daughter of Dara, for bis fon Akbar; 
hoping, by that connection, to fecure the influ­
ence o f the young prince among the nobles.
The fierce fpirit of Shaw Jehan took fire ; Jeha- 
nara’s indignation arofe. "they rejected the pro- 
pofition with difdain ; and the old emperor re­
turned for anfwer, That the infolence of Au­
rungzebe was equal to his crimes- Tnegyoung 
princefs, was in the mean time, alarmed. She 
feared force, where intreaty had not prevailed.
She concealed a dagger in her bofom; and de­
clared, that fhe would fuffer death a hundred 
times over, before the would give her hand to the 
fon of her father’s murderer. Shaw Jehan did 
not fail to acquaint Aurungzebe of her refolution, 
in her own words; and that prince, with his 
ufual prudence, defifted from his defign. He 
even took no notice of the harfhnefs of his fa­
ther’s letter. He wrote to him, loon after, for 
fome of the Imperial jewels, to adorn his throne.
“  Let him govern with more juffice,”  faid Shaw 
Jehan ; “  for equity and clemency are the only 
jewels that can adorn a throne. I am weary of 
his avarice. Let me hear no more of precious 
ftones. The hammers are ready which will crulh 
them to dull, when he importunes me for them 
again”

Aurungzebe received the reproaches of his fa- On his im-* 
ther with "his wonted coolnefs. He even wrote ^ ° " ed 
back to Agra, that “  to offend the_ emperor 
was far from being the intention o f his dutiful 

I i 2 fervant.



A. D. fervant. Let Shaw Jehan keep his jewels,”  faid 
he, “  nay more, let him command all thofe of 
Aurungzebe. His amufements conftitute a part 

x—✓  of the happinefs of his fon.”  The old emperor 
was (truck with this conduct. He knew it to be 
feigned ; but the power of his fon to inforce his 
requefts gave value to his moderation. He ac­
cordingly fent to him a prefent of jewels, with a 
part o f the enfigns of Imperial dignity, to the 
value of two hundred and fifty thoufand pounds. 
He accompanied them with a Ihort letter: 
“  Take thefe, which I am deftined to wear no 
more. Your fortune has prevailed.— But your 
moderation has more power than your fortune 
over Shaw Jehan. Wear them with dignity ; and 
make fome amends to your family for their mif- 
fortunes, by your own renown.”  Aurungzebe 
burft into tears upon the oceafion ; and he was 
thought fincere. The fpoils of Suja were, on 
the fame day, prefented at the foot of his throne. 
His fears being now removed, there was room 
left for humanity. He ordered them from his 
fight, and then retired, in a melancholy mood, 
from the hall of audience.

Shaw At- During thefe transactions at court, Shaw AI- 
toThe6” lum was commiffioned by his father to take the 
D ecan; command of the Imperial army in the Decan;

Shaifta being rendered unfit for that charge by 
the wounds which he had received from the af- 
faffins, armed again!! him by the Maraja. The 
forwardnefs of the prince in making a party 
during his father’s illnefs, adhered to the mind of 
Aurungzebe ; but he concealed his fentiments on 
that fubjett. There, however, fubfifted a cool- 
nefs, which the accurate obfervevs of human na­
ture could plainly perceive, in the conduct of 
the emperor ; and his abridging the power and 
revenue c f his fon, when he appointed him to

the



the government of the Decan, ffiewed that he a . d . 

diftrufted his loyalty. Men, who are willing to 
fuppofe that Aurungzebe facrificed every other fo7§4'. 
paffion to ambition, affirm, that he became even 
carelefs about the life of his fon; and they re­
late a ftory to fupport the juftice o f the obferva- 
tion. A  lion iffuing from a foreft not far dif- 
tant from Delhi, did a great deal of mifchief in 
the open country. The emperor, in an affembly 
of the nobles, coolly ordered his fon to bring 
him the fkin of the lion ; without permitting him 
to make the neceffary preparations for this dan­
gerous fpecies o f hunting. Shaw Allum, whofe 
courage was equal to his refervednefs and mode­
ration, cheerfully obeyed ; and when the matter 
of the huntfmen propofed to provide him with 
nets, he faid : “  N o ; Aurungzebe, when at my 
age, feared not to attack any beaft of prey, 
without formal preparations.”  He fucceeded in 
his attempt; and brought the lion’s fkin to his 
father.

The arrival of the prince in the Decan fuper- and Mo- 
feded the Maraja, who, during the illnefs of Sha- Q̂ zerat? 
itta, commanded the army. He requefted to be 
permitted to return to his government of Guze- 
rat; but it had been conferred upon Mohabet.
This lord, during the troubles which convulfed 
the empire, remained quiet in his government of 
the city and province of Cabul. He retained his 
loyalty to Shaw Jehan ; and executed the duties 
of his office in the name of that prince. After 
the death of Dara, and the flight of Suja beyond 
the limits o f the empire, he faw an end to all 
the hopes o f the refloration of his ancient lord.
He, therefore, began to liften to the propofals 
of Aurungzebe. ‘ That prince informed him, 
that inttead of his being offended at his attach­
ment to his ancient lord, he was much pleafed

with



3 7 6  T H E  H I S T O R Y  OF H I N D O S T A N .

A. d. with his loyalty. That fuch honour, conduft, 
i6«4- and bravery, as thofe of Mohabet, far from raifing 
1074". the jealouly of the reigning prince, were deemed 

by him as valuable acquihtions to his empire ; 
and that to {hew the fincerity of his profeffions, 
he had fent him a commiffion to govern, in quali­
ty of viceroy, the opulent kingdom of Guzerat.
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C H A P .  V.

Recovery of the emperor— Progrefs to Cajhmire—»
1Dijlurbances in Guzerat— Conqueft of Affdm—■
Death and character of Meer Jumla— Infurrec- 
tion of Fakiers— quelled-—An univerfal peace—
Death of the prince Mahommed—War with Se- 
ujfji— Death of the emperor Shaw Jehan—  
Anecdotes of his private life— Grief of Aurung- 
zebe— Strange conduct and flight of Sewaji— The 
M araja difcontented—War againf Arracan—■ 
Chittagong reduced.

T  H O U G H  Aurungzebe was judged out of 
danger on the thirteenth day o f his illnefs, his dif- Hig.‘ 
order hung upon him for more than two months. io7^ ( 
His application to bufinefs was an enemy to the 
fpeedy reftoration of his health ;  but the annual o f  t h e  e m -  

rains, which commenced in Ju ly , having render- Peror- 
ed the air more cool, his fever entirely left him, 
and he foon regained his former ftrength. His 
phyficians advifed him to avoid, by an expedition 
to Calhmire, the heat of the enfuing feafon ; and 
his favourite filler Rochinara, whofe counfel he 
generally followed, being very defirous of vifit- 
ing that delightful country, perfuaded him to 
prepare for his progrefs. 1 he affairs of the em­
pire had become fettled with his returning health.
4 The



A . D . The hopes of novelty had fubfided in the minds 
^ 4- of the people ; and the precifion with which go- 
1074 vernment was carried on, left room for neither 

their hopes nor their fears. The fuperficial 
judges o f things however blamed the emperor 
for quitting the centre o f his dominions; whilft 
his father remained a prifoner in his own capital. 
Aurungzebe judged of the future by the part ; 
the nobles were tired of revolution and war, and 
the vulgar are feldom mutinous or troublefome, 
where no glaring oppreffion exifts. 

g1rgSrspr0 About the middle of December 1 644 ,  the em­
peror, after a tedious preparation for his progrefs, 
left D e lh i; and moved toward Lahore, at which 
city he arrived, by flow marches, at the end of fe- 
ven weeks. The army which accompanied him 
in this tour, confided of near fifty thoufand men, 
exclufive o f the retinues o f his nobles, and the 
necefiary followers o f the camp. The heavy bag­
gage and artillery kept the common highway, 
but the emperor himfelf deviated often into the 
country, to enjoy the diverfion o f hunting. The 
princefs Rochinara, fond o f pomp and magnifi­
cence, was indulged in her favourite pallion by 
the fplendor of her cavalcade. The emperor, 
who in a great meafure owed his fuccefs to the 
intelligence which fhe had from time to time 
tranfmitted to him from the haram, fhewed him­
felf grateful. Her jealoufy of the influence of 
Jehanara over her father firfl attached her to the 
interefts o f Aurungzebe ; and the partiality fhewn 
by her lifter to Data, naturally threw Rochinara 
into the fcale of his foe. Her abilities rendered 

. her fit for politics and intrigue ; and the warmth 
of her conftitution, which fhe could not confe- 
crate to pleafure, adapted her for bufinefs and: 
afftion.

The



The p'rogrefs of the prince did not obftruQ: the A. n. 
neceffary bufinefs of the ftate. Attended by all * 
his officers, the deeifions of each department 1074. 
were carried from the camp to every corner of 
the empire. Exprefles hood ready on horfeback mire. 
at every ftage ; and the Imperial mandates were 
difpatched to the various provinces as foon as 
they were fealed in the tent of audience. The 
nobles, as was cuftomary in the capital, attended 
daily the prefence ; and appeals were difcufied 
every morning as regularly as wffien the emperor 
remained at Delhi. The petitioners followed the 
court; and a fmall allowance from the public 
treafury was affigned to them, as a compenfation 
for their additional expence in attending the Im­
perial camp. In this manner Aurungzebe arriv­
ed at Calhmire. The beauty, the cool and faiu- 
brious air of that country, induced him to relax 
his mind for a Ihort time from bufinefs. He 
wandered over that charming valley, after a vari­
ety of pleafures ; and he foon recovered that vi­
gour o f cbnftitution which his attention to public 
bufinefs, as well as his late ficknefs, had greatly 
impaired.

The univerfal peace which had encouraged the ntfturb- 
emperor to undertake his progrefs to Calhmire, rinces 
was not o f long continuance. Difturbances broke 
out in the kingdom of Guzerat. The Rajas of 
the mountains, thinking the tribute which they 
paid to the empire too high, rebelled. Rai 
Singh was chofen chief of the confederacy. They 
joined their forces, and iffuing from their narrow 
valleys, prefented a confiderable army in the 
open country. Cuttub, a general of experience, 
was ordered againftthem with the troops Rationed 
in the adjacent provinces. He arrived before the 
rebels, and encamped in their prefence. Both 
armies entrenched themfelves, and watched the

motions



a , d . motions of each other. The commanders were 
'ps- determined not to fight at a difadvantage; and 
1075' they continued to harafs one another with flying 

parties, whilft the main bodies remained in their 
refpe&ive camps. Slight Ikirmilhes happened 
every day, in which neither fide arrogated to 

. themfelves any great advantage,
in u r̂»t mountaineers, being chiefly of the Raja-

put tribe, at length refolved to continue no 
longer inadive. The nights, being lighted with 
the increafing moon, were unfuitable for a 
furprize; but an accident happened which fa­
voured their defigns. Under the cover o f a fly­
ing lhower, they fell upon the Moguls. Advanc­
ing dn a cloud, they came unperceived to the 
intrenchments; and many had clambered over the 
walls before the fentries gave the alarm. A  hid­
den tumult and confufion flew over the camp ; 
and a dreadful daughter commenced. The Mo­
guls had no time either to arm or to form. The 
horfes broke loofe from their piquets, and rufhed, 
in diforder, over men, and tents, and baggage, 
nnd arms. Some who had mounted were thrown 
headlong with their horfes over the tent-ropes, 

n n d anc* other embarraflments of the camp.
A  few in the mean time oppofed the enemy in 

a tumultuous manner. The Rajaputs themfelves 
were in diforder. The confufion and terror o f 
the fcene intimidated all. They withdrew on 
both fides; as they could not diftinguilh friends 
from foes. The night was full of horror. Every 
heart beat with fear ; every tongue joined in the 
uproar; every eye looked impatiently for day. 
rlh e  light of morning at length appeared; and 
a fudden ihout from both armies gave tefti- 
mony o f their joy. Preferring certain danger to 
evils which they could not diftinguilh clearly, each 
fide, on the approach of battle, difcovered that ele­

vation



vation o f fpirit which others derive from victory, a . r>.
The rebels renewed the attack, but the Imperial >r6?s- 
general, who had improved the fufpenfton of bat- ,‘075’. 
tie, was now prepared to receive them. Rai '
Singh, with a body of his officers, charged in 
the front of the Rajaputs, and fuftained the 
whole fhock of the Moguls. Three hundred per- 
fons of rank, with Rai Singh, the general of the 
confederates, lay dead on the field ; fifteen hun­
dred o f their followers were flain, the remaining 
part of the rebels having fled, and left their camp 
Handing to the vidors. The Imperial general 
purfued the fugitives into their mountains ; and, 
in the {pace of fix months, he reduced their 
whole country, and, depriving the princes of ' 
their hereditary jurifuidions, he fubjeded the 
people to the authority of temporary governors, 
who derived their power from Aurungzebe.

During thefe tranfadions in the north and Invafionof 
weft, Jumla continued in the government of 
Bengal. After the total defeat and flight of Su- 
ja, he returned to the capital of his province to 
regulate public affairs, thrown into confufion by 
a length of hoftilities Aurungzebe.jealous of the 
great power andrepatauoi of Jumla, hadfignified 
to that lord, that his prefence in the capital would 
be foon neceflary for difcharging the duties of his 
high office of vifier. He at the fame time in­
formed him, that he longed much to have an op­
portunity o f expreffing in perfon the high fenfe 
which he entertained of his eminenc fervices.
Jumla, who preferred the pomp and adivity of the 
field to the fedentary bufinefs o f theclofet, fignified 
to the emperor his defire o f continuing in his ,
province ; pointing out a fervice, from which the 
empire might derive great advantage, and he 
himfelf confiderable honour.

Aurungzebe?



a . d . Aurungzebe, who was unwilling to difcover 
his jealoufy to a man whom he efteemed as w»ell 

1075'. as feared, acquiefced in the propofals of Jumla. 
He, however, refolved to point out to that lord 

domkl”S" an enemy, which might divert him from any 
defigns he might have to fortify himfelf in the 
rich and ftrong kingdom of Bengal againft the 
empire. An army inured to war were devoted 
to Jumla ; and his ambition was not greater than 
his ability to gratify it in the higheft line. To 
the north of Bengal lies the rich province of 
Affam, which difcharges the great river Baram- 
putre into the branch o f the Ganges which paffes 
by Dacca. The king of Affam, falling down 
this river in his fleet o f boats, had, during the 
civil wars, not only ravaged the lower Bengal, 
but appropriated to himfelf what part of that 
country lies between the Ganges at Dacca and 
the mountains which environ Affam. His power 
and wealth made him an objed of glory as well 
as o f plunder; and Jumla received an imperial 
mandate to march againft him with his army, 

of A ffam . Jumla, having filed off his troops by fquadrons 
toward Dacca, joined them at that city; and, 
embarking them on the Baramputre, moved up 
into the country which the king of Affam had 
long fubjeded to depredation. No enemy appear­
ed in the field. They had withdrawn to the for- 
trefs of Azo, which the king had built on the 
fide o f the mountains which looks toward Ben­
gal. Jumla inverted the place, and forced the 
garrifon to furrender at difcretion ; then entering 
the mountains of Affam, defeated the king in a 
pitched battle, and befieged him in his capital of 
Kirganu. The vanquilhed prince was foon oblig­
ed to leave the city, with all its wealth, to the 
mercy o f the enemy, and to take refuge, with 
a few adherents, in the mountains of Laffa. In

many



many naval confli&s on the river and great lakes, a . d . 
through which it flowed, Jumia came off- vi&ori- 
ous ; and the fmall forts on the banks fell fuccef- 1075. 
fively into his hands. —r-'—'

Thus far fuccefs attended the arms of Jumia. Retreat, 
But the rainy feafon came on with unufual vio­
lence, and covered the valley which forms the 
province o f Afiam , with water. There was no 
room left for retreating •, none for advancing be­
yond Kirganu. The mountains around were in­
volved in temped, and, befides, were full of foes.
The king, upon the approach of the Imperialifts, 
removed the grain to the hills ; and the cattle 
were driven away. Diftrefs, in every form, at­
tacked the army of Jumia. They had wealth, 
but they were deflitute of provifions, and of 
every thing neceflary for fupporting them in the 
country till the return of the fair feafon. To 
remain was impoflibie : to retreat almoft imprac­
ticable. The king had deftroyed the roads in the 
pafles o f the mountains ; and he harafied the march 
of the Imperialifts with i'nceflant fkirmilhes.
Jumia, in the mean time, conduced his meafures 
with his wonted abilities and prudence ; and car­
ried back his army, covered with glory, and load­
ed with wealth, into the territory near the en­
trance o f the mountains from Bengal.

Exprefles carried the news o f the fuccefs o f death> 
Jumia to the emperor. He acquainted Aurung- 
zebe that he had opened a paffage, which, in 
another feafon, might lead his arms to thebotders 
of China. Elated'with this profped of extend­
ing his conquefts, he began to levy forces, ana 
difpatched orders to Jumia to be^ in readinels 
for the field by the return or the featon. But the 
death o f that general put an end to this wild de- 
fign. Upon his arrival at A zo , a dreadful fick- 
nefs prevailed in the army, and he himfeli fell

a viftim



-A. D. a vi&im to the epidemic malady which carried off 
his troops. Though the death of Jumla relieved 

1075. the emperor of fome of his political fears, he was 
''-'•'t-'-'-' affeQed by an event which he neither expected 

nor wilhed. He owed much to the friendfhip of 
that great m an; he admired his abilities and re­
nown in arms.

r^lerof Though Jumla arofe to the fummit o f great- * 
j  uni la? nefs from a low degree, mankind afcribed his

elevation lefs to his fortune than to his great 
parts. Prudent, penetrating, and brave, he ex­
celled all the commanders o f his age and country 
in conduct, in fagacity, and in fpirit. During 
a war o f ten years, when he commanded the army 
o f the king of Tillingana, he reduced the Car­
natic and the neighbouring countries, with all 
their forts ; lome of which are (fill impregnable 
against all the difcipline o f Europeans. He was 
calculated for the intrigues o f the cabinet, as well 
as for the ftratagems of the field. He was wife 

, in planning ; bold in execution ; mailer of his 
mind in aflion, though elevated with all the 
fire o f valour. In his private life he was amiable 
and humane ; in his public tranfafPons dignified 
and juft, Hedifdained to ufe ungenerous means 
agaim't his enemies; and he even expreffed his 
joy upon the eicape of Suja from his arms. He 
was, upon the whole, equal in abilities to Au- 
rungzebe, with no part or the duplicity which 
ftampt fome of the actions of that prince with 
meannefs. Jumla, to his death, retained the 
name of \ ;fier, though the duties of the office 
were dilcharged by Raja Ragnatta, who did not 
long furvive him.

Inturrec-  ̂ The fecurity which Aurungzebe acquired by 
the defeat of fo many formidable rivals, was dif- 
turbed from a quarter which added ridicule to 
danger. In the territory o f the prince of Marwar,

near



neat the city o f Nagur, there lived an old woman, a . d . 
who was arrived at the eightieth year of her 1665-
age. She pofleffed a confiderable hereditary ef- ,075’.
tate, and had accumulated, by penury, a great '
fum of money. Being feized with a fit of enthu- 
fiafm, fhe became all of a fudden prodigal of her 
wealth. Fakiers and flurdy beggars, under a 
pretence o f religion, to the number of five thou- 
fand, gathered round her caftle, and received 
her bounty. Thefe vagabonds, not fatisfied with 
what the old woman beftowed in charity, armed 
themfelves, and making predatory excurfions 
into the country, returned with fpoil to the 
houfe of their patronefs, where they mixed intem­
perance and riot with devotion. The people, 
oppreffed by thefe fan&ified robbers, rofe upon 
them, but they were defeated with great daugh­
ter.

Repeated difafters of the fame kind were at of 
laft attributed to the power of enchantment. This 
ridiculous opinion gaining ground, fear became 
predominant in the opponents o f the Fakiers. The 
banditti, acquiring confidence front their fuccefs, 
burnt and deftroyed the country for many leagues; 
and furrounded the caftle of the pretended in- 
chantrefs with a defert. The Raja marched againft 
them with his native troops, but was defeated; 
the colledtors o f the Imperial revenue attacked 
them, but they were forced to give way. A  re­
port prevailed, and was eagerly believed by the 
multitude, that on a certain day of the moon, 
the old lady ufed to cook in the fkull of an enemy, 
a mefs compofed of owls, bats, fnakes, lizards, 
human flefh, and other horrid ingredients, which 
fhe diftributed to her followers. This abomina­
ble meal, it was believed by the rabble, had the 
furprifing effeft of not only rendering them void 
of all fear themfelves, and of infpiring their ene­

mies



a . n. mies with terror, but even of making them invi- 
jf6g5/ Able in the hour of battle, when they dealt their 
'■o'S- deadly blows around.

FakieiT  ̂ Their numbers being now encreafed to twenty 
thouiand, this motley army, with an old woman 
at their head, directed their march toward the 
capital. Biftamia, for that was her name, was 
a commander full of cruelty, She covered her 
route with murder and devastation, and hid her 
rear in the ftnoke of burning villages and towns. 
Having advanced to Narnoul, about five days 
journey from Agra, the colle&or of the reve­
nue in that place oppofed her with a force, and 
was totally defeated. .The affair was now become 
ferious, and commanded the attention of the em­
peror. He found that the minds of the foldiers 
were tainted with the prejudices of the people, 
and he thought it neceffary to combat Biftamia 
with weapons like her own. Sujait was ordered 
againft the rebels. The emperor, in the pre­
fence of the army, delivered to that general, bil­
lets written with his own hand, which were faid 
to contain magical incantations. His reputation 
for fandtity was at leaft equal to that of Biftamia; 
and he ordered a billet to be carried on the 
point of a fpear before each fquadron, which the 
foldiers were made to believe would counteract: 
the enchantments of the enemy. The credulity 
which induced them to dread the witchcraft of 
the old woman, gave them confidence in the pre­
tended charm of Aurungzebe. 

quelled. The Fakiers, after their victory at Narnoul, 
thought of nothing but the empire for their 
aged leader. Having rioted upon the fpoils of 
the country for feveral days, they folemnly raifed 
Biftamia to the throne; which gave them an ex- 
cufe for feftivity. Jn the midft of their intempe­
rate joy, Sujait made his appearance. They

fought



fought with the fury of fanatics; but when the A .  D. 
idea of fupernatural aid was difpelled from the ^f?s" 
minds o f the Imperialifts, the Fakiers were not a 1075. 
match for their fwords. It was not a battle, but 
a confufed carnage : a few owed their lives to the 
mercy o f Sujait, the reft met the death which 
they deferved. Aurungzebe, when he received 
Sujait, after his viftory, could not help fmiling 
at the ridicule thrown upon his arms, by the op- 
pofition o f an old woman at the head of a naked 
army of mendicants. “  I find,”  faid he, “  that too 
much religion among the vulgar, is as dangerous 
as too little in a monarch.”  The emperor, upon 
this occafion, a£ted the part o f a great prince, 
who turns the paffions and fuperftitions of man­
kind, to the accomplilhment o f his own defigns.
It was more eafy to counteraft the powder, than 
to explode the dodlrine of witchcraft.

The feafon o f peace and public happinefs af- 
fords few' materials for hiftory. Had not the rage peace, 
of conqueft inflamed mankind, ancient times 
would have pafled away in filence, and unknown. 
iEras are marked by battles, by the rife o f ftates, 
the fall o f empires, and the evils o f human life.
Years o f tranquillity being diftinguifhed by no 
ftriking objefl, are foon loft to the fight. The 
mind delights only in the relation o f tranfa&ions 
which contribute to information, or awaken its 
tender paflions. YFe wifli to live in a peaceable 
age ; but we read with moft pleafure the hiftory 
of times abounding with revolutions and impor­
tant events. A  general tranquillity now prevail­
ed over the empire o f Hindoftan. Aurungzebe, 
plea fed with the falubrious air o f Cafhmire, con­
tinued long in that romantic country. Nothing 
marks the annals o f that period, but a few 
changes in the departments of the court, and in 
the governments o f provinces; which, though of 

Voi.. III. K  k  fome



A.  r>. fome importance to the natives of India, would 
'j^5- furnifh no amufement in Europe.
1075. In the feventh year o f the emperor’s reign, 

his fon the prince Mahommed died in prifon in the 
the prince caftle of Gualiar. Impatient under his confinement, 
Mshom- his health had been long upon the decline ; and 

grief at laft put an end to misfortune which the 
paffions of youth had begun. His favourite 
wife, the daughter of Suja, was the companion of 
his melancholy ; and fhe pined away with bor­
row, as being the caufe o f the unhappy fate of 
her lord. Mahommed had long fupported his 
fpirits with the hopes that his father would 
re lent; but the ficknefs of the emperor, during 
which he had named another prince to the throne, 
confirmed him that his crime was not to be for­
given. Mahommed, though violent in the nobler 
paffions of the human mind, was in his private 
character generous, friendly and humane. He 
loved battle for its dangers ; he defpifed glory 
which was not purchafed with peril. He was 
even difappointed when an enemy fled ; and was 
heard to fay, That to purfue fugitives was only 
the bufinefs of a coward. But he was unfit for 
the cabinet; and rather a good partizan, than a 
great genera! in the field. He had boldnefs to 
execute any undertaking, but he wanted pru­
dence to plan. Had his warm difpofition been 
tempered by length o f years, he might have 
made a fplendid figure. But he was overfet by 
the paffions of youth, before experience had poif- 
ed his mind.

slwajiith war with Sew»j* the prince of Cokin, on
the coafl of Malabar, which had been for fome 
time difcontinued, broke out this year with re­
doubled violence. The attempt of the Maraja 
upon the life of Shaifta, though no proof could 
be carried home to that prince, had induced Au-

rungzebe



tungzebe to recal him with all his native forces. A. n. 
He would no longer trull his affairs in the hands '^f6, 
of a man, whofe violent paffions could not fpare 1076 . 

the life of a perfon with whom he lived in the 
habits o f friendfhip, A truce, rather than a 
folid peace, had been patched up with the enemy ; 
but their love of depredation overcame their 
public faith. The prince o f Cokin made incur- 
fions into the Decan ; and complaints of his hof- 
tilities were carried to Aurungzebe. Under the 
joint command of the Raja, Joy Singh and Di- 
lere, a conftderable force was lent againft the 
enemy. He fled before them, and they entered 
his country at his heels. The ftrong holds of 
his dominions foon fell into the hands of the Im- 
perialifts. Sewaji and his fon furrendered them- 
felves to Joy Singh, and fent them under an efcort 
to Delhi ; to which city the emperor was now 
returned, after his long abfence in the north.

The emperor Shaw Jehan, after an imprifon- neath of 
ment o f feven years, ten months and ten days, Sh*w J e- 
died at A gra on the fecond of February, 1666.
The fame diforder which had loft to him the 
empire, was the caufe of his death. He languilh- 
ed under it for fifteen days ; and expired in 
the arms o f his daughter Jehanara, his faithful 
friend and companion in his confinement.
Though Aurungzebe had kept him with all ima­
ginable caution in the citadel o f Agra, he was 
always treated with dillindion, tendernefs and 
refpeft. The enfigns of his former dignity re­
mained to h im ; he had ftill his palace, and his 
garden o f pleafure. No diminution had been 
made in the number of his domefties. He fe- 
tainei ail his women, fingers, dancers and fer- 
vants of every kind I he animals, in which he 
formerly delighted, were brought regularly into 
his prefence. He was gratified with the fight

K k 2 of



A. D. of fine horfes, wild beads, and birds of prey.
But he long continued melancholy; nothing 

,076. could make a recompence for his lofs of power.
v— v— He for feveral years could not bear to hear the 

name of Aurungzebe, without breaking forth 
into rage ; and, even till his death, none durft 
mention his fon as emperor of Hindoftan.

Anecdotes They had endeavoured to conceal from him 
the death of Dara, but he knew it from the 
tears of Jehanara. The particulars of the me­
lancholy fate of his favourite fon, made fuch 
an impreffion on his mind, that, abfent in the 
violence of his paffion, he took his fword, and 
fulhed to the gate o f the palace. But it was 
fhut; and reminded him of his loll condition. 
rl  hough the rebellion o f Suja had enraged him 
againft that prince, he loft his wrath in the fu- 
perior crimes of Aurungzebe. He heard with 
eagernefs every turn o f fortune in Bengal; and 

„ when the flight o f Suja from that kingdom 
reached his ears, he abftained from eating for 
two days. He, however, comforted himfelf with 
the hopes of his return ; and, eager for the re­
venge of his wrongs upon Aurungzebe, he at­
tended with joy and fatisfa£fion to the vague re­
ports which were propagated concerning the ap­
pearance of his fon, in various provinces of the 
empire. Accounts o f the death of Suja came 
the year before his father’s death. He burft into 
a flood of tears: “  A la s !”  faid he, A could not 
the Raja of Arracan leave one fon to Suja to re­
venge his grandfather ?”

of his Aurungzebe, whether from pity or defign is
uncertain, took various means to footh the me­
lancholy of his father, and to reconcile him to 
Ins own ufurpanon. To exprefs his tendernefs 
for him, was in fit I t ; he therefore flattered his 
pride.  ̂ He affefted to confult him on all impor­
tant aixairs. lie  wrote him letters requefting his

advice;



advice; declaring rhat he reckoned himfelf only A D. 
his vicegerent in the empire. Thefe artful ex- '^ 6- 
preffions, and the abfence o f every appearance of nyfs 
reftraint on his conducf, made at laft an impreffion 
npon his mind. But Aurungzebe, building too 
much upon the fuccefs of his art, had almoft, by 
his demand o f the daughter of Dara for his fon, 
ruined all the progrefs which he had made. His 
apology for what his father called an infult, obli­
terated his indifcretion ; and his abftaining from 
force upon the occafion, was efteemed by Shaw 
Jehan a favour, which his pride forbade him to 
own.

Shaw Jehan, brought up in the principles o fpr;sate 
his father and grandfather, was deftitute of a ll!ife- 
religion in his youth. He had often been prefent 
when Jehangire, who delighted in difputes on 
abftrufe fubjedls, called before him Indian Brah­
mins, Chriftian priefts, and Mahommedan Mul- 
las, to argue for their refpe&ive faiths. Jehan­
gire, who, with his want o f credulity on the 
fubjedt o f religion, was weak in his underftand- 
ing, was always fwayed by the laft who fpoke.
The Mahommedan, who claimed the pre-emi­
nence o f being firft heard, came always off with 
the worft ; and the emperor, obferving no order 
of time with regard to the Chriftian and Indian, 
was alternately fwayed by both. The Mulla faw 
the difadvantage o f his dignity; and, being de- 
fignedly late in his appearance, one day he was 
heard after the prieft. Jehangire was perplexed 
for whom he fhould give his opinion. He alked 
the advice o f Shaw Jehan, and that prince arch­
ly replied, “  That he too was at a lofs for whom 
to decide. But as each have eftablifhed the cre­
dit of their fyftems,”  faid he, ‘ e with a relation 
of miracles, let them both be put to that teft.
Let each take the book of his faith under his arm ;

let



A. n. let a fire be kindled round him ; and the reli- 
1666. gion of him who fhall remain unhurt, Ihall be 
,0̂ /5. mine.”  The Mulla looked pale at the decifion, 

and declared againft this mode of proving his 
faith : the prieft knew the humane temper of
the emperor, and offered himfelf for the pile. They 
were both difmifled. But the misfortunes of 
Shaw Jehan rendered him devout in his latter 
days. The Coran was perpetually read in his 
'prefence ; and Mullas, who relieved one another 
by turns, were always in waiting.

G.iefrf T h i emperor, when fir ft he heard of his fa- 
?ebe. b ther’s illnefs, ordered his fon Shaw Allum to fet 

out with all expedition to Agra. “  You have done 
no injury,”  faid he, “  to my father ; and he may 
blefs you with his dying breath. But as for me, I 
will not wound him with my prefence; left rage 
might haften death before his time.”  The prince 
rode poft to Agra ; but Shaw Jehan had ex­
pired two days before bis arrival. His body was 
depofited in the tomb of his favourite wife, 
Mumtaza Zemani, with funeral folemnities ra­
ther decent than magnificent. When the 
news of the death o f his father^was carried to 
Aurungzebe, he exhibited all the fvmptoms of 
■ unaffected grief. He inftantly fet off for 
A gra ; and, when he arrived in that city, he 
ient a meffage to the princefs Jehanara to requeft 
the favour of being admitted into her prefence. 
The requefts of an emperor are commands. 
She had already provided for an interview ; and 
fhe received him with the utmofl magnificence, 
prefenting him with a large golden bafon, in which 
were contained all the jewels of Shaw Jehan. 
This magnificent offering, together with the 
polite dexterity of the princefs in excufing her own 
former conduct, wrought fo much on Aurung- 
zbee, that he received her into his confidence;

which



which fhe ever after fhared in common with her a n 
filler Rochinara. ,666.°

The moil remarkable tranfaUion of the enfu- S #  
ing year, was the efcape of the Raja Sewaji from v*~—■
Helhi ; and his flight through by-roads and de- 
ferts to his own country. The turbulent difpofi- 
tion of that prince, and his depredatory incurfi- 
ons into the Imperial dominions in the Decan, 
brought upon him the arms o f Aurungzebe, un- 
der the conduct of Joy Singh and Dilere. Un­
fortunate in feveral battles, he fliut himfelfup 
in his principal fortrefs ; and being reduced to 
extremities, he threw himfelf upon the mercy of 
the enemy ; and was carried, as has been already 
related, to Delhi. Upon his arrival, he was 
ordered into the prefence, and commanded by 
the ulher to make the ufual obeifance to the em­
peror. He refufed to obey ; and looking feorn- 
fully upon Aurungzebe, exhibited every mark 
o f complete contempt of his perfon. The em­
peror was much offended at the haughty de­
meanor o f the captive, and he ordered him to 
be inftantly carried away from his fight.

The principal ladies of the haram, and, among and flight 
them, the daughter of Aurungzebe, faw from 
behind a curtain, the behaviour o f Sewaji. She 
was flruck with the handfomenefs of his perfon, 
and fhe admired his pride and haughty deport-? 
ment. The intrepidity of the man became the 
fubjedt o f much converfation. Some of the no­
bles interceded in his behalf; and the princefs 
was warm in her felicitations, at the feet of her 
father. “  Though 1 defpife pomp,”  faid Au­
rungzebe, “  I will have thofe honours which 
the refradtory prefume to refufe. Power depends 
upon ceremony and flate, as upon abilities and 
flrength of mind. But to pleafe a daughter whom 
l love, I will indulge Sewaji with an abatement

of



A. D. o f fome of that obeifance, which conquered 
ml', princes owe to the emperor of the Moguls.”  A  
1076. meffage was fent by the princefs, in the warmth 

of her zeal ; and the Raja, without being con­
futed upon the meafure, was again introduced 
into the hall of audience.

o fS e w a ji, When he entered, the ufher approached, and 
commanded him to pay the ufual obeifance at the 
foot o f the throne. “  I was born a prince,”  
faid he, “  and I know not how to a£t the part 
o f a have.”  ce But the variquifhed,”  replied 
Aurtmgzebe, “  lofe all their rights with their 
fortune. The fword has made Sewaji my fer- 
vant ; and I am refolved to relinquilh nothing 
o f what the fword has given.”  The Raja turn­
ed his back upon the throne; the emperor was 
enraged, lie  was about to iflue his commands 
againft Sewaji, when that prince fpoke thus, 
with a haughty tqne of vo ice: “  Give me your 
daughter in marriage, and I will honour you as 
her father : but fortune cannot deprive me of 
my dignity of mind, which nothing fhall ex- 
tinguifh but death.”  The wrath of the empe­
ror fubfided at a requeft which he reckoned ri­
diculous and abfurd. He ordered him as a mad­
man from his prefence ; and gave him in charge 
to Fowlad, the dire&or-general of. the Imperial 
camp. He was ciofe'Iy confined in that officer’s 
houie ; but he found means to efcape, after fome 
months, in the difguife o f a man, who was ad­
mitted into his apartment with a balket of flowers. 

T h e M a -  The war with Sewaji proved fatal to the Ma- 
r a j t dif- raja’s influence with Aurungzebe. Naturally 
contented, paflionate, deceitful and imperious, he confider- 

ed every order from the emperor, an injury. 
He had been gratified with the government of 
Guzerat, for deferting the caufe of the unfortu­
nate Dura When the three years of his fubafhip 
were expired, he received an Imperial mandate

to



to repair, with the army ftationed in his province, a . n. 
to the afliftance o f Shaifta againft Sewaji. On ,l5.66’- 
the way, it is faid, he entered into a corre- 
pondence with that prince; being enraged to 
find, that the rich kingdom o f Guzerat had 
been fubmitted to the government o f Mohabet.
It was from Sewaji, that the Maraja received 
the affaffins, by whofe means he had attempted 
to affaffinate Shaifta, He, however, covered his 
crime with fo much art, that mankind in general 
believed, that it was only a party of the enemy, 
who had the boldnefs to furprife the general in 
his tent; attributing to the known intrepidity of 
Sewaji, what a£lually proceeded from the addrefs 
o f Jeffwint Singh.. The emperor, who expefled 
no good from any army commanded by two of­
ficers who difagreed in their opinions, recalled 
them both, as has been already related; and 
patched up a temporary peace with the enemy.
Shaifta, disfigured and maimed with his wounds, 
returned to court; but the Maraja retired in dif- 
guft to his hereditary dominions.

Shaifta, at once, as a reward for his fervices, shaifta 
and a compenfafion for his misfortunes, was "erno^of 
railed to the government of Bengal, which had Bengal, 
been managed by deputy ever fince the death of 
Juinla. The affairs of the province flood in 
need o f his ptefence. The death of Jumla had 
encouraged the prince of Arracan to invade the 
eaitern divifion o f Bengal. He poiTeffed himfelf 
of all the country along the coaft, to the Gan­
ges ; and maintained at Chittagong fonte Portu- 
guefe banditti, as a barrier againft the empire of 
the Moguls. Thefe robbers, under the protec­
tion of the invader, fpread their ravages far and 
wide. They fcoured the coaft w th their piratical 
veffels; and extended their depredations through 
all the branches of the Ganges. The complaints

of



A n. of the oppreffed province were carried to the 
Hhf.’ throne ; and Shaifta was not only commiflioned 
1076. to extirpate the pirates, but even to penetrate 

with his arms into Arracan. A generous regret 
for Suja joined iffue with an attention to the pub­
lic benefit, in the mind of Aurungzgbe. The 
cruelty exercifed againft the unfortunate piince 
was not lefs an objefl o f revenge, than the pro- 
te&ion afforded to public robbers.

Takes the Shaifla, upon his arrival in the province, fent a 
sij'cUp. fleet and three thoufand land forces, under the 

command of Iflaffen Beg, againfl; the Raja of 
Arracan. The fleet failed from Dacca, and 
falling down the great river, furprifed the forts 
of Jugdea and Allumgire Nagur, which the Raja 
had formerly difmembered from Bengal. Ship­
ping his land forces on board his fleet, he fet 
fail for the ifland of Sindiep, which lies on the 
coafl of Chittagong. The enemy poffefled in this 
ifland fevera! ftrong holds, into which they retir­
ed, and defended themfelves with great bravery. 
The Mogul however, in the fpace of a few weeks, 
reduced Sindiep, and rook part of the fleet of Ar­
racan. Haflen’s force being too fmall to aft up­
on the continent with any profpeft of fuccefs, 
Shaifta had, by this time, affembled ten thou­
fand hone and foot at Dacca, with the command 
of which he invefted his fon Ameid Chan He 
wrote in the mean time a letter to the Portuguefe, 
who were, fettled at Chittagong, making them 
advantageous offers, fliould they join his arms, 
or even remain in a Rate of neutrality ; and 
threatening them with deftru&ion, fhould they 
aid the enemy.

the'PoTtu-  ̂ letter fetid the intended effeft upon the 
g u e f e .  Portuguefe, who began to fear the threatened 

ftorm.  ̂ They immediately entered into a negocia- 
tion with HaiTen Beg. The Raja of Arracan was

apprifed



apprifed o f their intentions, by one of their own a n. 
party, who betrayed their fecret. He prepared 
to take ample vengeance by putting them all to 1076, 
the fword. The Portuguefe, in this critical fitu- v~—x ' 
ation, ran to their boats in the night, and fet 
fail for the ifland of Sindiep, where they were 
well received by Haffen. He ordered them, 
foon after, to proceed to Bengal. Shailla, upon 
their arrival, adhered to his former promife, and 
gave them houfes and lands. He engaged many 
of them in his fervice ;• and he took advantage 
of their experience in naval affairs, by joining 
them, with their armed veffels, to the propofed 
expedition againft Arracan.

Every thing being prepared for the invafion, invades 
Ameid, with his feet, confiding of about five 
hundred fail, and a confiderable body of horfe ' 
and foot, departed from Dacca in the beginning 
of the fair feafon; and, in the fpace of fix days, 
croffed the river Phenny, which divides Chitta­
gong from Bengal. rIhe troops of Arracan 
made a (hew of oppofition; but they fled to the 
capital of the province, which was about fifty 
miles diftant. They,tout themfelves up in the 
fort. Ameid purified them without delay. Ih e  
fleet failed along the coaft, in fight of the army, 
between the ifland of Sindiep and the shore.
When it had reached Comorea, the fleet of A r­
racan, confifting of about three hundred Ghorabs 
and armed beats, made its appearance, A fmart 
engagement enfued, in which the enemy were 
remitted, with a confiderable lofs of men, and 
thirty-fix o f their veffels. Being reinforced tne 
next' day, they prepared to renew the fight.
Ameid, fearing the defeat o f his fleet ordered it 
to hawl in dole to the flrore, and having de­
tached a theufand mufqueteers, with fome great

guns,



a  d. guns, from his army, ported them among the 
y ? 6, bufhes behind the fleet.
1076. The enemy, encouraged by the retreat of the

c ^ i S ^ f Moguls from the °Pen fea> Purfued them with 
Chitta. ° great eagernefs, and began the attack within 
kengInd muf(luet-fhot of the land. The Moguls defended 
the pro- themfelves with refolution. The enemy preflfed 
<duced.re~ ° n and began to board their boats.

1  he whole fleet would have certainly been de- 
frroyed, had not the detachment upon the fhore 
advanced to the water’s edge, keeping up fuch 
a fire upon the enemy, with guns and fmall 
arms, as obliged them to put off to fea. Many 
were, however, difabled in fuch a manner as 
not to efcape, and they were fo much difcou- 
raged, that they fled up the river, and fecured 
themfelves behind the fort. Ameid, without de- 
iay, laid fiege to the place. The enemy loft 
their courage with their fuccefs. They behaved in 
a daftardly manner. The town was very ftrong, 
and well fupplied with artillery, fibres and pro- 
yiftons. Ihey, however, all evacuated it, except­
ing fifty men, who remained with the governor ; 
and i'urrendered at difcretion. The fugitives 
weie puifued ; and two thoufand being furround- 
ed on a neighbouring mountain, were taken and 
fold for flaves.  ̂ Ameid found twelve hundred and 
twenty-three pieces of cannon in the place, and 
a prodigious quantity of ftores. He named the 
town If&mabad; and annexed the whole province 
to the kingdom of Bengal.

A U R U N G -
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A U R U N G Z E B E .

C H A P .  V I.

Origin of the quarrel with Perjia— Conduct of Shaw 
Abas— Aurungzebe endeavours to appeafe him—•
He prepares fo r war— Writes a letter to the vifier 
— which is intercepted— The emperor fufpefls the 
Perfian nobles— A  proclamation— A  maffacre 
threatened— Conjlernation at Delhi— The princefs 
Jehanara arrives from Agra to appeafe the Per- 

fians— 1  he vifier exculpates him]elf—Toe Perfian 
nobility received into favour— March of the em­
peror— Death and character of Shaw Abas—
Peace with P erfa— Revolt of the prince Shaw 
Allum— He returns to his duty— War with the 
Afgans— Magnificent reception of the king of 
Bucharia.

T h e  em peror having, by his addrefs, as well A. D. 
as by his crimes, extricated himfell from domeftic H ig. 

hoftilities, was fuddenly involved in a foreign 1076. 
war. The Perfians, who with a prepofterous n e - r — ' 
gligence, had remained quiet during the civil The ong» 
diflenfions in India, Ihevved a dilpofition to at­
tack A urungzebe, after his fortune and condudl 
had firmly eftablilhed him on the throne. But

various



A I), various reafons had induced Shaw Abas the Se» 
'f 66- cond, who, with no mean abiiities, held then 
icyS, the fcepter of Perfia, to avoid coming to extremi- 

ties with the houfe of Timur, when all its 
branches were in arms. The unfuccefsful expe­
ditions againit the unconquered tribes along the 
Indian ocean, had drained his treafury; and Mo- 
habet, who remained in a date o f neutrality in 
the northern provinces of Hindoftan, kept an ar­
my of veterans in the field. The other paffions 
of Abas were more violent than his ambition, 
lie  feemed more anxious to preferve his dignity 
at home, than to purchafe fame by his arms 
abroad ; and, had not his pride been wounded 
by an accident, more than from any defign, on 
the fide of Aurungzebe, that monarch .might 
have enjoyed in tranquillity an empire which he 
had acquired by blood.

*r the The death of Dara and the flight of Suja hav­
ing given {liability to the power o f Aurungzebe 

'  in the eyes of the princes o f the north, he had 
received, in the fourth year of his reign, congra­
tulatory embaffies from Tartary and Perfia. To 
return the compliment to Shaw Abas, Tirbiet 
Chan, a man of high dignity, was fent ambafla- 
dor from the court of Delhi to Ifpahan. He was 
received with the ceremony and refpedf which 
was due to the reprefentative of fo great a prince 
as the emperor of Hindoftan. His credentials 
were read, in the hall of audience, in the pre- 
fence of the nobility ; and the few7 prefents, which 
the fuddennefs of his departure from his court 
had permitted him to bring along with him to 
Abas, were accepted with condefcenfion and ex- 
preffions of fatisfaftion. Tirbiet wrote an ac­
count o f Lis reception to D elh i; and the empe­
ror ordered magnificent prefents to be prepared, 
and fent, under an efcort, to Perfia.

The



The care of furniffiing the prefents is verted in A. n. 
an office which bears fome refemblance to our 1{̂ ^’ 
chancery, having the power of ingroffing patents, so 76.
and of judging o f their legality before they pafs  ----»— /
the feal of the empire. Some prefents had been, quarrel 
at the fame time, ordered to be prepared for the 
prince o f the Ufbecs, whom it was cultornary to 
addrefs only by the title of W ali, or Matter of 
the Weltern Tartary. The fame clerk in the 
office made out the inventory o f the prefents for 
both the princes ; and, at the head of the lift for 
Perfia, he called Shaw Abas, Wali, or Mailer 
of Iran. The inventory, accompanied by a letter 
to the emperor, was fent with the prefents to 
Tirbiet; and he, without examining either, de­
manded an audience of Abas, and placed both 
in his hands as he fat upon his throne. Abas, 
though otherwife an excellent prince, was much 
addicted to wine. He was intoxicated when he 
received Tirbiet; and with an impatience to 
know the particulars of the prefents, he threw' 
firll his eyes on the inventory. When he read 
the W ali, or Mailer of Perfia, he llarted, in a 
rage, from his throne, and drew his dagger from 
his fide. The nobles ffirunk back on either fide, 
and Tirbiet, who ftood on the Heps which led up 
to the Imperial canopy, retreated from the wrath 
of Abas. The emperor, Hill continuing filent, 
fat down. Amazement was pidured in every
countenance. . t,

“  Approach,”  faid Abas, “  ye noble P e ril--th ier-
ans; and hear the particulars o f the prefents .tent 
b y  the E m p e r o r  o f  t h e  W o r l d ; 5 alluding to 
the name o f A l jl u m g ir f , which Aurungzebe had 
affumed, “  The E m p e r o r  o f  t h e  W o r l d  to 
the M a s t e r  o f  P e r s i a !”  A  general murmur 
fpread around ; they all turned their eyes upon
Tirbiet. That lord began to fear for his file ;

. and



a . D. and Abas faw his confternation. ct Hence, from 
j^ 5- my prefence,”  faid he, “  though I own not the 
7076. title o f Aurungzebe to the World, I admit his 

claim to your fervice. Tell the impious fon, the 
inhuman brother, the murderer of his family, 
that though his crimes have rendered him maf- 
ter o f Hindoftan, there is Hill a lord over Perfia, 
who detelts his duplicity and defpifes his power. 
Hence with thefe baubles ; let him purchafe with 
them the favour of thofe who are not Ihocked at 
guilt like his ; but Abas, whofe hands are clean, 
ihudders at the iniquity o f a prince covered with 
the blood of his relations.”

•ieo7 ~ Tirbiet retired from the prefence, and wrote 
d eaves, vs letters to Aurungzebe. The emperor of Perfia, 
n vain in the mean time, ordered every necelfary pre­

paration for war. The troops ftationed on the 
ikirts of the empire were commanded to affem- 
b le ; new levies were made; and a general ar­
dour for an invafion of India ran through all the 
Perfian dominions. Aurungzebe, upon receiv­
ing the letters of Tirbiet, wrote an immediate 
anfwer to that lord. He laid the whole blame 
on the inadvertence and ignorance of a clerk in 
office; declaring, in the molt folemn manner, 
that he never meant an affront to the illuftrious 
houfe of Sefi. “  The title of Allumgire,”  faid 
he, “  is adopted from an ancient cuftom, pre­
valent among the pofterity o f Timur. It is only 
calculated to imprefs fubjedts with awe, not to 
infult independent princes. The prefents, which 
I fent, are the belt teftimony of my refpedt for 
Shaw A b a s b u t  if that prince is bent on war, 
I am ready to meet him on my frontiers with an 
army. Though I love peace with my neigh­
bours, I will not proftrate my dignity before 
their ungovernable paffions.”

Abas,



Abas, whofe choleric difpofition was almoft A . D. 
always inflamed with wine, would not admit ŝ fr- 
Tirbiet into his prefence. He fent an order to 10-s', 
that lord to depart his dominions; and his am- 
baflador was to be the meflenger o f the unalter- to appeafe 

able refolves of Abas to Aurungzebe. That Aba”  
prince, when he had fird received the letters of 
Tirbiet, called his fon Shaw Allum, with twenty 
thoufand horfe, from the Decan. He ordered 
him immediately to the frontiers, to watch the 
motions of Perfia. Abas, in the mean time, 
having collefted his army, to the number of 
eighty thoufand, with an immenfe train of artil­
lery, advanced, at their head, into Choraflan.
Shaw Allum was reinforced by all the troops of 
the northern provinces. He, however, received 
drift orders from his father, not to rifque the 
iflue of a general aftion ; but to harafs the enemy 
in his march. He himfelf made preparations to 
take the field. An accident, however, happen­
ed, which threw him into great perplexity, and 
ftopt his progrefs.

Amir Chan, the Imperial governor of the pro- Spies fei*. 
vince of Cabul, having feized four Tartars who 
had been fent as fpies by Shaw Abas, to explore 
the date of the frontiers of India, fent them pri- 
foners to Delhi. The emperor delivered them 
over for examination to Alimad, one of his prin­
cipal nobles. Alimad, having carried the Tartars 
to his own houfe, began to afk them quedions 
concerning their commiffion from the king of 
Perfia. They remained filent, and he threatened 
them with the torture. One of them immediately 
fnatched a fword from the fide o f one of Alimad s 
attendants ; and, with one blow, laid that lord 
dead at his feet. Three more, who were in tne 
room, were flain. The Tartars arming 
felves with the weapons of the dead, iflued forth,

Vol. III. L 1 difperfed



A . p .  difperfed themfelves in the crowd, and, notwith- 
handing all the vigilance, activity, and promifes 

•076. of Aurungzebe, they were never heard of more, 
'■ --v ' The emperor, naturally fufpicious, began to fup-

pofe that the Perfian nobles in his ferviqe had ie- 
creted the fpies. Pie became dark and cautious, 
placing his emiffaries round the houfes of thofe 
whom he molt fufpefted

ttevcv-x- Advit;es’ in the raean time,' arrived at Delhi, 
ca, 1 that Abas, having finilhed his preparations, was 

in fuil march, with a well-appointed army, 
to war a India. A letter was intercepted from 
that prince to Jaffier, the vifier, a Perfian by 
defcent. It appeared from the letter, that a con­
spiracy was formed by all the Perfian nobility in 
the fervice of India, to betray Aurungzebe into 
the hands of the enemy, Ihould he take the field. 
The emperor was thrown into the utmoft per­
plexity. His rage, for once, got'the better of 
his prudence. He gave immediate orders to the 
city-guards, to furround all the houfes of the 
Perfian nobility. He iffued forth, at the fame 
time, a proclamation, that none of them Ihould 
liir abroad upon pain o f death. He called the 
Mogul lords to a council; he fecured their fide- 
lity, by lepreienting to them the urgency of the 
danger; and, contrary to bis ufual coolnefs and 
moderation, he fwore, by the living God, that 
Ihould he find that there was any truth in the 
conlpiracy, he would put every one of the Per­
fian nobility to the fword.

uThe,..Proclatratio" was fcarce promulgated, 
bePt . 9! when iirbiet arrived from Perfia. He prefented 

himfelf before the emperor; and informed him, 
that at his departure he had been called before 
•.maw Abas. That prince, after venting his rage
againit Aurungzebe in very difrefneftful terms, 
conduued with telling the ambaflador, That as

his



his mailer might foon be in want of fwift horfes a . d . 
to fly from his refentment, he had ordered for 
him three hundred out of the Imperial llables, toys'.
whofe fpeed would anfwer the expectations o f '----r " - '
his fears. “  We lhail foon have occafion to 
try,”  added Abas, “  whether this C o n q u er o r , 
of t h e  W o r l d  can defend the dominions which 
he has ufurped in Hindoftan ”  Aurungzebe was 
enraged beyond meafure. He commanded that 
the horfes, as a dreadful denunciation of his 
wrath, Ihould be killed before the gates of the 
confpirators. The troops, at the fame time, were 
ordered to Hand to their arms, in the feven mili­
tary ftations, and to wait the fignal of malfacre, 
which was to be difplayed over the gate of the 
palace.

A  general conflernation fpread over the whole a ĝ nera:
. °  . , , 1 , . , r  , coniiema

city, in e  people retired to their houies; and tion 
the ftreets were deferred. A  panic feized a il; 
they faw a dreadful tempeft gathering; and they 
knew not where it was to fall. An awful filence, 
as a prelude to the ftorm, prevailed. The Per- 
fians were numerous and warlike; the emperor 
implacable and dark. The eyes and ears of men 
were turned to every quarter. I'he doors were 
ail (liut. There was a kind of filent commotion ; 
a dreadful interval of fufpence. Ideal founds 
were taken for the fignal of death ; and the timo­
rous feemed to hug themfelves in the vifionary 
fecurity o f their houies. I he Perfians had, in 
the mean time, collected their dependents. They 
flood armed in the courts before their refpective 
houfes, and were prepared to defend their lives, 
or to revenge their deaths with their valour.

Things remained for two d a y s  in this awful at Delhi, 
fituation. Aurungzebe himfelf became, for the 
firft time, irrefolute. He was alike fearful of 
granting pardon and of inflicting' punifliment.

L  1 2 There



A .  d. There was danger on both fides; and his inven­
t s -  tion, fertile as it was in expedients, could point 
jo7% out no refource. He endeavoured, by promifes 
—r— and fair pretences, to get the principals into his 

hands. But they had taken the alarm, and no 
one would truft himfelf to the clemency of an en­
raged defpot. Upon the firft intelligence of the 
confpiracy, the emperor wrote to his filler Jeha- 
nara, who refided at Agra, to come with all ex­
pedition to Delhi. The Perfian nobles, he knew, 
had been attached to Shaw Jehan, to whofe fa­
vour they had owed their promotion in the em­
pire ; and he hoped that they would liften to the 
advice o f the favourite daughter of the prince 
whom they loved. He himfelf remained, in the 
mean time, fullen and dark: he fpoke to none, 
his whole foul being involved in thought.

A d vice  of Taer and Cubad, two o f the molt powerful, 
lords °SU nioft popular, and refpeelable of the Mogul no­

bles, prefented themfelves, at length, before the 
emperor. They reprefented to him, that it would 
be both unjuft and impolitic to facrifice the lives 
of fo many great men to bare fufpicion ; for that 
no proofs of their guilt had hitherto appeared, 
but from the hands of an enemy, who might 
have devifed this method to fow divifion and dil- 
fenfion in a country which he propofed to invade. 
That the Perfian nobles had become powerful in 
the ftate from their high military commands, their 
great wealth, the immenfe number of their fol­
lowers ; that the common danger had united 
them; that the attack upon them w'ould not 
prove a malfacre,but a civil war. That thePatan 
nobility, warlike, numerous, difaffe&ed, ftill 
hankering after their ancient domination of which 
they had been deprived by the folly of their 
princes, as much as by the valour of the Mo­
guls, would not fail to throw their weight into

the



the fcale o f thePerfians; and, upon the whole, A n 
they were o f opinion, that peaceable meafures ''6™- 
Ihould be adopted toward domeftic traitors, at 
lead till the danger of foreign war ffiould be '— f~ w  
removed.

The arguments of the two lords had their d l i e  ln favour 

weight with the emperor. He declared himfelf 
for lenient meafures; but how to effedfc a recon- bies. 
ciliation, with honour to himfelf, was a matter 
o f difficulty. The princefs Jehanara arrived, in 
the mean time, from Agra. She had travelled 
from that city to Delhi, on an elephant, in lefs 
than two days, though the diftance is two hun­
dred miles. Her brother received her with joy.
After a Ihort conference, ffie prefented herfelf, 
in her chair, at the door o f the vifier’s houfe.
The gates were immediately thrown open ; and 
(he was ufhered into the apartments of the women.
The vifit was a mark of fuch confidence, and fo 
great an honour in the eyes o f the vifier, that, 
leaving the princefs to be entertained by the 
ladies, he haftened, without even feeing her him­
felf, or waiting for her requeft to the emperor.
When he entered the hall o f audience, he prof- 
trated himfelf before the throne. Aurungzebe 
defcended, took him in his arms, and embraced 
him in the rnofl: friendly manner. He then put 
the letter, which was the caufe of the difturbance, 
in the vifier’s hand.

Jaffier, with a countenance expreffing that fere- "e!j°naĉ ed 
nity which accompanies innocence, ran over the 
letter, Aurungzebe marking his features as he 
read. He gave it back, and pofitively denied 
his ever having given the lead reafon to Shaw 
Abas for addreffing him in that manner. He ex­
patiated on his own fervices ; upon thofe of his 
anceftors, who had refided in Hindoftan ever 
fince the time of the emperor Humaioon. He

reprefented
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A. D. reprefented the improbability of his entertain- 
Hit inS anY de% ns againft a prince, who had taifed 
1076. him to the firfl rank among his fubjefls, and had 

^ left him nothing to hope or to wifh for, but the
continuance of his favour and the liability of his 
throne. He concluded with a pertinent queRion : 
cc_ What could 1 expeft in Perfia equal to the 
high office of vifier in Hindoftan? Let my com­
mon fenfe be an argument of my innocence ; and 
let not the emperor, by an opinion of my guilt, 
declare to the world that I am deprived of rea- 
fon.”

err'peror. 'Wrungzcbe was convinced by the fpeech of 
Jaffier; and he wondered from whence had pro­
ceeded his own fears. By way of doing him 
honour, he ordered him to be clothed with a 
magnificent drefs ; at the fame time directing him 
to command ail the Perfian nobles to make their 
immediate appearance in the hall of audience, 
w hen they were all a fieri: bled, the emperor 
mounted the throne; and, after they had paid 
the ufual compliments, he addreffed them in a 
i0ng. ipeech. He excufed his proceedings by 
leading the letter of A b as; and he reproved 
them gently for their contumacy in not obeying 
his 01 ders. He argued, that the power of a mo­
narch ceaies when his commands are difputed; 
and, that the indignity thrown upon him by their 
difobedience, touched him more than their fup- 
pofed treafon. “  But,”  continued he, “  a 
prince, though the reprefentative of God, is 
liable to error and deception. To own that 1 
have been partly in the wrong, carries in itfelf 
an excufe for you. Forget my miftake ; and I 
promife to forgive your obftinacy. Reft fatif- 
fied of my favour, as I am determined to rely 
upon your gratitude and loyalty. My father, 
and even myfelf, have made you what you

are;



are ; let not the hands which railed you fo high, a . n. 
repent o f the work which they have made.”

The fpeech of the emperor feemed to be well 1076. 
received by all the Perhans, excepting Mahom- 
med Amin, the fon of the famous Jumla. That infoience 
lord, haughty and daring in his difpofition, was 
diffatisfied with the conduct of the vifier, hurt 
at the fubmilnon of his countrymen, and 
piqued at the emperor’s latter words. He looked 
flernly upon Aurungzebe; and fa d, m a icorn- 
ful manner, “  Since you have been pleafed 
to pardon us for offences which we did not 
commit ; we can do no lefs than forget the 
errors which you have made.”  1 he emperor, 
pretending that he did not hear Amin diftinft- 
ly, ordered him to repeat his words; which 
he did twic#, in a haughty and high tone of 
voice. The eyes of Aurungzebe kindled with 
rage. Pie feized a fword, which lav by lus fide 
cn the throne. Pie looked around to fee, whe­
ther any of the nobles prepared to refent the 
affront offered to his dignity. They flood 111 
filent aftonifhment. He fat down ; and his fury 
beginning to abate, he talked to the vifier 
about the belt manner of carrying on the Per-
fian war. „ , , r ,

The minds o f the people being fettled from 
the expected difturbances, Aurungzebe pre- the field, 
pared to take the field. The army had already 
affembled in the neighbourhood of Delhi; and 
.the Imoerial tents were pitched on the road 
toward the north. He marched m a few days 
at the head of a great force; but the ftorm 
which he feared, diffipated without falling.
When he was within a few miles of Lahore, 
expreffes arrived from his fon, who commanded 
the army of obfervation on the frontiers of
Perfia, with intelligence that Shaw Abas, wno

had



A D. had languilhed for fome time under a negleded 
n566. difeafe, expired in his camp on the twenty- 
1076. fifth o f September. This accident, of which 

a more ambitious monarch than Aurungzebe 
might have taken advantage, ferved only to 
change the resolutions of that prince from war. 
He confidered that nature feemed to have de­
signed the two countries for Separate empires, 
from the inimenfe ridge o f mountains which 
divide them from one another, by an almoft 
impaffable line.

Death and Shaw Abas was a prince of abilities, and, 
of Shawr when rouzed, fond of expedition, and delight- 
Abas. ing in war. He was juft in his decifions, 

mild in his temper, and affable in his conver­
sation. Deftitute of prejudices of every kind, 
he made no diftin&ion of countries, none of 
fyftems o f religion. He encouraged men of 
worth o f every nation; they had accefs to his 
perfon, he heard and redreffed their grievances, 

• and rewarded their merit. He was, however, 
jealous o f his prerogative, and he was deter­
mined to be obeyed. He could forgive the 
guilty, upon being convinced of their contri­
tion; but an infult on his dignity he would 
never forgive. His paflions were naturally 
ftrong; he broke often forth like a flafh of 
lightning; but when he was rnoft agitated, a 
calm was near; and he feemed to be afhamed 
of the trifles which ruffled his temper. He 
loved juftice for its own fake; and though his 
exceffes in wine gave birth Sometimes to folly, 
they never gave rife to an ad  of injuftice. He 
was fond of the company of women; and his 
love o f variety produced the diftemper of 
which he died.

pea«ew!th Upon the death of Shaw Abas, his uncle re- 
" erua' njained in the command of the Perfian army.

He



He lent a meflenger to Aurungzebe, acquainting a . n. 
him o f the death o f his nephew ; and that he left l6?~- 
him to choofe either peace or war. The emperor jc'A
returned for anfwer, That his own empire was  ----•<—
ample; and that all he wanted was to defend it 
from infult and invafion. That the difrefpe&ful 
words o f Abas vanilhed with his life ; for, con- 
fcious o f his own integrity and power, that he 
neither feared the abufe, nor dreaded the arms 
of any prince. He condoled with the family of 
Sheick Sefi, for the lofs of a monarch, whofe 
molt exceptionable a£tion was his unprovoked 
attempt upon India. Aurungzebe, however, 
left a powerful army on his frontiers. The Per- 
fians might be induced to derive advantage from 
the immenfe preparations which they had made; 
and he refolved to truft nothing to their mode­
ration. The prince Shaw Allum was, in the 
mean time, recalled to Delhi. The emperor, 
full of circumfpe&ion and caution in all bis ac­
tions, was refolved to remove temptation from 
his fon. He feared that an army, unemployed in 
a foreign war, might be converted into an inftru- 
ment of ambition at home. Shaw Allum copied 

’ his father’s moderation and felf-denial upon every 
occafion, and he, therefore, was not to be 
truited.

During the alarm of the Perfian war, the tri- 
butary fovereign o f Bijapour began to fliew a dif- 
refpeCt for the Imperial mandates", and though 
he did not abfolutely rebel, his obedience was full 
of coldnefs and delay. _ Dilere Chan, by_ orders 
from the court of Delhi, led an army againft the 
refractory tributary. lie  laid wafte the country, 
and befieged the prince in his capital. Adil Shaw 
was foon reduced to extremities for w'ant or pro- 
vifions ■, and he was upon the point of furrender- 
ing himfelf at difcretion, when orders arrived

from



A n. from the emperor, in the camp of Diiere, to 
break up the fiege, and to return immediately 

1078' with the army to Delhi. Thefe unfeafonable or-
-----v— ders proceeded from the jealoufy of Shaw Allum.

He knew that Diiere was in the intereft of his 
younger brother ; and he was afraid that a con­
quest o f fuch fpleridor would give him too much 
weight in the empire He had infi’nuated, there­
fore, to his father, that Diiere ha 1 entered into 
a treasonable correfponden.ee with tlie enemy. 
Aurungzebe was deceived, and the fiege was 
railed.

Defigns cf Shaw Allum, who had returned to the Decan, 
ShVw Al- refuted in the city of Aurungabad. To difappoint 
lum Diiere in his profpect of iarne, was not the only 

view o f the prince. He meditated a revolt, and 
he was afraid of Diiere. His father’ s orders were 
favourable to his withes. He had received in- 
hrutlions from court to feize tire, perfon of the 
fufpefted lord, fhould he {hew any marks of dif- 
affeclion ; or to fubdue him by force of arms, 
fhould he appear refractory. Thus far the defigns 
of Shaw Allum fucceeded. Diiere, apprized of 
the prince’ s fchernes, broke up trie fiege, though 
with regret, as the place was or the point of fur­
rendering. He moved tow; in Delhi, with a dis­
appointed army of thirty thousand Patan horfe, 
and the like number of infantry, 

to rebels Diiere arriving within fix miles of Aurunga­
bad, encamped with his army in an extenfive 
plain. The prince lay under the walls of that 
city with eighty thoufand men. Diiere fent a 
ineffenger to Shaw Allum, excufing himfeif for 
not waiting upon him in perfon that evening; 
but he promifed to prefent himfeif in the tent of 
audience by the dawn of next morning. The 
prince called a'council of his principal officers, 
who had already fvvorn on the Ccran to fupport

him



him with their lives and fortunes. The Maraja, a t\  
who was never happy but when he was hatching ,668- 
mifchief againft Aurungzebe, was prefent. This 
prince propofed, that when Dilere came into the v--—'
prefence, they fhould lay open to him their whole 
defign againft the emperor; that in cafe of his 
appearing refrjt&ory, he l'hould inftanily be dif- 
patched as a dangerous enemy. Though Shaw 
Allum did not altogether approve of the Maraja’s 
violence, he confented that Dilere fhould be 
feized; arid they broke up their deliberations 
with that refolution,

Dilere, who was no ftranger to the confpiracy, P'!rfues 
fufpedled the defign againft his perfon. He was Dilere‘ 
alio informed, by his friends in the camp, that 
the principal-officers were Ihut up in council with 
the prince. He firuck his tents in the night, 
and, marching on filently, took a circuit round 
the other fide o f the city, and when morning ap­
peared, he was heard of above thirty miles from 
Aurungabad, on the road to Delhi. The prince, 
being informed of the flight of Dilere, was vio­
lently tranfported with rage. He marched fud- 
denly in puri'uit o f the fugitive ; but he was fo 
much retarded by his numbers, which, includ­
ing the followers of the camp, amounted to two 
hundred thoufand men, that in a few days, he 
found that Dilere had outftripped him above 
fifty miles. He felefted a part of his army, and 
leaving the heavy baggage behind, continued the 
purfuit with great vivacity. His officers did not*
however, fecond the warmth of the prince. They
were afraid o f the veteran troops o f Dilere; and 
threw every obftacie in the way which could re­
tard their own march.

Dilere, in the mean time, apprized Aurung-Emperor 
zebe, by repeated expreffes, o f the revolt of his a armfc * 
fon. The Imperial ftandard was immediately

eredted



A .  D . erected without the walls ; and the emperor him,- 
felf took the field the very day on which he re- 

to-jS. ceived the letters. He took the route of Agra, 
with great expedition. He arrived in that city 
in three days ; and he immediately detached a 
force to take poffeffion o f the important pal's of 
Narwar. Orders were, at the fame time, fent to 
Diiere to march to Ugein, the capital of Malava, 
and there to join the troops of the province. Re­
inforced by thefe, he was directed to encamp be­
hind the Nirbidda, which divides the Decan from 
the reft of India; and there to flop the progrefs 
of the prince. Diiere, with his ufual activity, 
complied with the orders ; and prefented formi- 
dables lines, mounted with artillery, at the fords 
o f the river.

Prince The prince, apprized o f the ftrong pofition of 
de%ns!S Diiere, and the rapid preparations of Aurungzebe, 

returned toward Aurungabad. He wrote, from 
that city, letters to his father. He pretended 
that he had only executed the orders of the em­
peror, in purfuing Diiere. Aurungzebe feemed 
fatisfied with this excufe. His fon was formida­
ble, and he refolved, by degrees, to diveft him of 
his dangerous power. A  rebellion was thus 
begun and ended without fhedding blood. The 
art o f the father was confpicuous in the fon. 
1  hey looked upon one another with jealoufy and 
fear ; and it was remarkable, that when both 
w'ere in the field, and ready to engage, they 
had carried their politenefs fo far as not to utter, 
on either fide, a fingle word of reproach. The 
emperor himfelf, notwithftanding his preparati­
ons, affected to fay to his nobles, that he was 
perfectly convinced of the loyalty of his fon.

D iiere  re- The true fentiments of Aurungzebe, however, 
appeared in the diftinguilhing honours which he 
bellowed on Diiere. That lord had rendered

eminent



eminent fervices to the empire. In his march to a . d . 
the Decan againft Adil Shaw, he had reduced 
fome refradfory Rajas in the mountains, who, 1078. 
having joined in a confederacy, refufed to pay '
their tribute. He deviated from his route into 
the country o f Bundela, and attacked, in his 
territory, the Raja of Hoda. The fpoils of the 
enemy made ample amends for the tribute which 
had been with-held. Near two millions, in jewels 
and coin, were remitted by Dilere to the Impe­
rial treafury. The tribute of the reduced princes 
was increased; and the fuccefsful general himfelf 
became rich at the expence o f his foes. Au- 
rungzebe added honours to his wealth ; and with­
out throwing any refledtions on his fon, he pub­
licly thanked the man who had fo gallantly op- 
pofed his defigns.

The general peace which had been eftablilhed Rebellion 
in the empire by the return o f J3haw Ahum to 
his duty, was, in fome degree, difturbed by an 
infurredtion of the wild barbarians of the north.
The Afgan tribe of Eufoph Zehi, who poffefs 
the heads o f the Attoc and the Nilab, rufhed 
down from their mountains like a torrent, with 
thirty thoufand men. They fpread terror and 
devaffation over all the plains of Punjab ; having 
inverted their chief with the enfigns of royalty 
under the name of Mahommed Shaw. I his 
prince, in the manifeftoes which he difperfed in 
his march, averred his own defcent from Alexan­
der the Great, and a daughter o f the king of 
Tranfoxiana. This genealogy was probably fa­
bulous } but the Afgans have high claims on an­
tiquity. A  literary people, like the Arabs, and, 
by their mountains, their poverty, and the pe­
culiar ferocity o f their manners, fecured from 
conqueft, thev have preferred among them many

 ̂ records



A .  D records o f ancient authority, and undoubted ere-* 
i46X. dit.
,078* Mahommed Shaw’s power of doing mifchief was 

 ̂lefs problematical than his high defcent. The news 
of the Af- of his ruinous progrefs was carried to Aurung- 
8an3 zebe. He ordered the governor of the adjoin­

ing diftri&s to harafs the enemy till troops Ihouid 
march to his aid. The name of this officer was 
Camil. Impatient of the infults of the enemy, 
he refolved to attack them with ten thoufand 
Geikers, whom he had collected from their hills 
round his ftandard. He directed his march to­
ward the ferry of Haran on the Nilab, with a 
determined refolution to give battle to the rebels. 
The Afgans, equally defirous of engaging, eroded 
the river with ten thoufand of their belt troops, 
and advanced impetuoufry againll Camil. Morad, 
who commanded the van o f the Imperial militia, 
fell in, fword in hand, with the enemy before 
they had formed. They were thrown into 
confufion ; but they obftinately kept their ground, 
and began to lurround Morad. Camil, in the 
mean time, advanced with the main body. The 
battle became obftinate and doubtful. Mahom- 
med behaved with a fpirit worthy of his new 
dignity. The reft of his army haftened to his 
relief; but before their arrival he was defeated, 
and he involved the whole in his own flight. 
'The Nilab, unfortunately for the fugitives, was 
four miles in their rear. They were purfued by 
Camil to the banks. They plunged into the 
river. More were drowned than fell by the 
fword. The reft were diffipatecl; and the insur­
rection feemed to be entirely quafhed.

Camil, after this fignal victory, entered the 
country of the rebels with his army. The go­
vernor o f Cabul had, in the mean time, detached 
five thoufand men, under his lieutenant Shum-

fhir,
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iTiir, to oppofe the Afgans. Camil fat down be- A D 
iore their firong holds. i hey collected an army !
at the heads of their valleys, and marched down ^  
upon the Imperialills. Their troops were now 
more numerous than before, but not Ms unfor­
tunate. i  hey fell in, upon their march, with 
Shumihir, whole army had been augmented to 
fifteen thoufand. '1 he battle w'as obstinate ; and 
the Afgans derived their own defeat from their 
impetuous valour. Strangers to regularity and 
command, they rufhed, without any form, into 
the heart o f the enemy, and being fingly over­
come, ail at laffc took to flight. They left feme 
thoulands dead on the fpot: the furvivors diilipat- 
ed themfelves in their mountains.

The inhabitants of the plain country, who quaftied. 
dreaded the incurfions o f thefe rude mountaineers, 
fent deputations to the emperor to requeft a 
force fufficient to extirpate the rebels. In confe- 
quence o f this application, ten thoufand chofen 
troops were ordered into the mountains, under 
the conduct o f Mahommed Am in, the paymafter- 
general o f the forces. Camil and Shumihir, be­
fore his arrival, had joined their forces. They 
marched up, through the principal valley, and 
were met by a third army of Afgans. The rebels, 
averfe to the delays o f war, offered battle upon 
their firft appearance before the Imperialifts.
The adtion was bloody. Mahommed Shaw, the 
pretended defcendant o f Alexander, behaved with 
a bravery not unworthy o f his anceftor. He led 
his mountaineers repeatedly to the charge, fired 
with the gallant behaviour o f their prince, they 
were not to be driven from the field, ih e  Im- 
perialilts, having fullered much, were upon the 
point o f giving way, when a report that the 
prince was flain induced the common fotdiers 
amono- the rebels to flv. d he officers were left 

°  ' in
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a . r>. in their ports alone. They formed thetnfelves 
1669. in fquadrons; but they were furrounded, and 
,079. three hundred chiefs came into the hands of the 

enemy. The flower o f the rebel army fell in 
this aftion. Amin, in the mean time arriving, 
purfued the fugitives through all their almoft in- 
acceffible vallies ; and levelled every thing witjt 
the ground but the rocks, into which a few un­
fortunate Afgans found a refuge from the fwords 
o f the victors.

A  general A  general peace was now eftablilhed over all 
the empire. Aurungzebe, to whom bufinefs 
was amufement, employed himfeif in making fa- 
lutary regulations for the benefit of his fubjedrts. 
He loved money, becaufe it was the foundation 
o f power ; and he encouraged induftry and com­
merce, as they encreafed his revenue. He him­
feif, in the mean time, led the life of a hermit, 
in the midft of a court, unequalled in its fplendour. 
The pomp of ftate, he found, from experience, 
was not neceffary to eftablilh the power of a prince 
o f abilities, and he avoided its trouble, as he 
liked not its vanity. He however encouraged 
magnificence among his officers at court, and his 
deputies in the provinces. The ample allowance 
granted to them from the revenue, was not, they 
were made to underhand, to be hoarded up for 
their private ufe. “  The money is the property 
of the empire,”  laid Aurungzebe ; “  and it muff 
be employed in giving weight to thofe who exe­
cute its law’s.”

Mapfufi- An opportunity offered itfelf to his magnin- 
tion oTthe cence ant* generofity in the beginning of the ele- 
k;°nSoft 6 venth year of his reign. Ahdalla,- king o f the 
Buthaiia. Lefler Bucharia, lineally defcended from the' 

great Zingis, having abdicated the throne to his 
ion Aliris, advanced into Tibet in his ŵ ay to 
Mecca. He fent a mefifage to Aurungzebe, re­
queuing a permiffion for himfeif and his retinue

to
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to pafs through India* The emperor ordered a , d. 
the governor of (Jalhmire to receive the royal V5?9* 
pilgrim with all imaginary pomp, ana to {'apply 1079'. 
him with every at tide of luxury and convenience s— 
at the public expence. The governors of Jit- 
tricls were commanded to attend \bdalla from 
province to province, with all their followers.
The troops, in every place through which he 
was to pafs, were direfted to pay him all mili­
tary honours ; and, in this manner, he advanced 
to Delhi, and was received by the emperor at 
the gates of the city. Having remained feven 
months in the capital, he was conduced with the 
fame pomp and magnificence to Surat, where he 
embarked for Arabia.
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A U R U N G Z E B E .  

C H A P .  VII.

Qbfervations— Education of Eajlern princes— Ge­
nius of Aurungzebe— His attention to jujlice— -  

Contempt of pomp— Aufterity— Clemency— Know­
ledge— Public buildings— Encouragement to letters 
.— Charity— Skill in w ar— Manly exercifes—  

Continence—  Acceffiblenefs — Amufements— Cere­
monies of reception— Creation of nobles— Bu- 

Jinefs of the morning— noon— and evening— Ob­
fervations.

O bferva- T H O U G H  Hiftory lofes half her dignity in 
lio n s , defcending to unimportant particulars, when fire 

brings information, {he cannot fail, even in her 
mod negligent drefs, to pleafe. The Angular 
good fortune and abilities of Aurungzebe ftamp 
a kind of confequence on every circumftance, 
which contributed to raife him to a throne, which 
his merit deferved to polfefs without a crime. 
The line of his public condud, in rifing to the fum- 
mit of ambition, has already been followed with 
fome precifion; but his private life, which pre­
pared him for the greatnefs at which he had now 
arrived, remains ftill in the ihade. To bring for­

ward



^ard the objedts which have hitherto lain dis­
tant and dim behind, will heighten the features 
of the pi&ure, and perh.ps recommend it to 
thofe who wilh to fee the glare of great tranf- 
adlions tempered with anecdote.

The education of the natives of Aha is con- Unfav&ur- 
fined; that o f young men of difiincfion always cadondU’ 
private. They are fhut up in the haram from 
infancy till their feventh or eighth year ; or, if they 
are permitted to come abroad, it is only under 
the care of eunuchs, a race of men more effe­
minate than the women whom they guard. Chil­
dren, therefore, imbibe in early youth little fe­
male cunning and diffimulation, with a tincture 
of all thofe inferior paffions and prejudices which 
are improper for public life. The indolence, 
natural to the climate, is encouraged by example.
They loll whole days on filken fophas; they 
learn to make nofegays of falfe flowers with tafle, 
to bathe in rofe-water, to anoint themfelves with

fierfumes, whild the nobler faculties of the foul 
ofe their vigour, through want of cultivation.

Princes are permitted, at ten years of age, to o f  eaftem 

appear in the hall of audience. A  tutor attends princes‘ 
them, who impofes upon them no reftraint.
They receive little benefit from his inflrudlions, 
and they advance frequently into life without 
having their minds embued with any confiderable 
knowledge o f letters. They are married to fome 
beautiful woman at twelve, and it cannot be 
fuppofed that a boy, in pofi'eflion of fuch an en­
chanting play-thing as a young wife, will give 
much attention to the dry ftudy of grammar.
The abilities o f the princes o f the houfe of T i­
mur, it mud be confefled, extricated, when they 
advanced in life, their minds from the effects of 
this ruinous mode of palling youth. The mod 
of them were men of letters, and given to in-
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quiry ; but their attention to the education o f  
their children, could not altogether fuperfede the 
inherent prejudices o ' :  their country.

Early ge- Shaw jehan was extremely anxious in training 
iungzebe!’ up his fons in all the literature and knowledge o f 

the Eaft. He delivered each of them into the 
hands of men of virtue as well as of letters ; 
he raifed the tutors to dignities in the ftate, to 
imprefs awe upon their pupils, and to induce 
them to liften to their precepts. Aorungzebe, 
however, was not fortunate in his mafter. His 
genius flew before the abilities of the teacher ; 
and the latter, to cover his own ignorance, em­
ployed the active mind of the prince in difficult 
and unprofitable ftudies. Being naturally re­
markably ferious, he gave up his whole time to 
application. The common amufements of chil­
dren gave him no pleafure. He was frequently 
known, whihl yet he was very young, to retire 
from the puerile buffoonery of his attendants^ 
to the dry and difficult ftudy of the Perfian and 
Arabic languages. His affiduity prevailed over 
the dullnefs of his tutor, and he made a progrefs 
far beyond his years.

tion Time had eftabliffied into an almoft indifpen-
t i c e ;  fible duty, that the emperor, with his affeffors, 

the principal judges, was to fit for two hours every 
day in the hall of juftice, to hear and decide 
eaufes. Shaw jehan, who took great delight in 
promoting juftice, frequently exceeded the ufual 
time. Aurungzebe, while yet but twelve years 
o f age, flood conftantfy near the throne; and 
he made remarks, with uncommon fagacity, upon 
the merits of the eaufes which were agitated be­
fore his father. The emperor feemed highly 
pleafed at abilities which afterwards ruined his 
own power. He often alked the opinion of hrs 
fon, for amufement, upon points of equity, and

he



lie frequently pronounced fentence in the very 
terms o f Aurungzebe^s decifion.

When he was, in his early youth, appointed contempt 
to the government of a province, he was obliged, °[,dpoflna\fe. 
by his office, to imitate, though in miniature, the ry. a ~e' 
mode o f the court. He had his hall of audience, 
he prefided in his court of juftice ; he reprefented 
royalty in all its forms, except in its pomp and 
magnificence, to which the natural aufterity of 
his manners had rendered him an enemy. He 
exhibited, upon every occafion, an utter averfion 
to flatterers: he admitted not, into his prefence, 
men of diffolute manners. The firft he thought 
infulted his judgment, the latter difgraced him 
as the guardian Gf the morality, as well as o f 
the property, of the people. Muficians, dan­
cers, and fingers, he banifhed from his court, as 
foes to gravity and virtue. Mimics, aftors, and 
buffoons, he dyove from his palace, as an ufelefs 
race o f men.

His drefs was always plain and fimple. He Affe6?s 
wore, upon feftival days only, cloth of gold, in drefs. 
adorned with jewels. He, however, changed his 
drefs twice a-day, being remarkably cleanly in 
his perfon. When he rofe in the morning, he 
plunged into the bath, and then retired for a 
fhort time to prayers. Religion fuited the feri- 
ous turn of- his mind ; and he at lafl became an 
enthufiaft through habit. In his youth he never 
ftirred abroad on Friday ; and ihouid he happen 
to be in the field, or on a hunting party, he fuf- 
pended all bufioefs and diverfions. Zealous for 
the faith of Mahommed, he rewarded profelytes 
with a liberal hand, though he did not chufe to 
perfecute thofe of different perfuafions in matters 
of religion.

He carried his aufterity and regard for morali- 
ty into the throne. He made ftrift laws againft i CVe

vices



vices of every kind. He was fevere againfl 
adultery and fornication ; and againft a certain 
unnatural crime, he iflued various editts. In 
the admmiftration of juftice, he was indefatiga­
ble, vigilant, and exact. He fat aimod every 
oav in judgment, and he chofe men of virtue, as 
well as remarkable for their knowledge in the 
law, for fys affefl'ors. When the caufe appeared 
intricate, it was left to the examination of the 
bench of judges, in their common and ufual 
court. They were to report upon fuch caufes as 
had originated before the throne; and the em­
peror, after weighing their reafons with caution, 
pronounced judgment, and determined the fuit.

ofjjnce. In the courts of the governors of provinces, 
and even often on the benches on which his depu­
ties tat in judgment, he kept fpies upon their 
conduct. ihough thefe were known to exift, 
their peifons were not known. The princes, 
his fons, as well as the other viceroys, were in 
conftant terror ; nor durft they exercife the lead: 
degree of oppreffion againfl the iubjeft, as every 
thing found its way to the ears of the emperor. 
They were turned out of their office upon the lead 
well-founded complaint ; and when they appear­
ed in the prefence, the nature of their crime was 
put m writing into their hands. Stript of their 
eifates and honours, they were obliged to appear 
every day at court, as an example to others ; 
and after being punithed for fome time in this 
manner, according to the degree of their crime, 
they were reflored to favour ; the mod guilty 
were banifhed for life.

rL c ;' Capital punifhments were ahnod totally un­
known under Aurungzebe. The adherents of his 
brothers, who contended with him for the em- 
pn e, were freely pardoned when they laid down 
t-hen aims. When they appeared in his prefence,

they



they were received as new fubje&s, not as inve­
terate rebels. Naturally mild and moderate 
through policy, he feemed to forget that they 
had not been always his friends. When he ap­
peared in public, he clothed his features with a 
complacent benignity, which pleafed all. Thofe 
who had trembled at his name, from the fame 
of his rigid jultice, when they faw him, found 
themfelves at eafe. They could exprefs them- 
felves, in his prefence, with the greateft freedom 
and compofure. His affability gave to them confi­
dence ; and he fecured to himfelf their etleem 
by the ftrift impartiality of his decifions.

His long experience in bufinefs, together with K now - 

the acutenefs and retentivenefs of his mind, ren- ^ ,^ sof 
dered him mafter even of the detail of the affairs 
o f the empire. He remembered the rents, he 
was thoroughly acquainted with the ufages o f 
every particular diftricb He was wont to write 
down in his pocket-book, every thing that oc­
curred to him through the day. He formed a fyf- 
tematical knowledge of every thing concerning 
the revenue, from his notes, to which, upon eve­
ry neceffary occafion, he recurred. The gover­
nors o f the provinces, and even the colle&ors in 
the diftrifts, when he examined either, on the 
ftate o f their refpeftive departments, were afraid 
of mifreprefentation or ignorance. The firft 
ruined them for ever ; the latter turned them out 
of their offices.

His public buildings partook o f the temper o f Public 
his own mind. They were rather ufefu.l that} WMing*. 
fplendid. At every ftage, from Cabul to An- 
rungabad, from Gnzerat to Bengal, through the 
city o f Agra, he built houfes for the accommo­
dation of travellers. Thefe were maintained at 
the public expence. They were fupphed with 
wood, with utenfils of cookery, with a certain

portion



portion of rice and other provifions. The houfes 
which his predeceffors had ereded on by-roads, 
were repaired ; bridges were built on the fmall 
rivers ; and boats furnifned for palling the large, 

ragement I*1 t^e principal cities of India, the empe- 
to letters, ror founded univerfities; in every inferior town 

he ereded ichools.' Makers, paid from the pea- 
fury, were appointed for the inftrudion M nth. 
Men of known abilities, honour, and learning, 
were appointed to examine into the progrefs 
which the learners made, and to prevent indo­
lence and inattention in the makers. Many 
houfes for the reception o f the poor and maimed 
were ereded ; which were endowed with a reve­
nue from the crown. The emperor, in the mean 
time, coileded all the books which could be 
found on every fubjed ; and, after ordering many 
copies of each to be made, public libraries were 
formed, for the convenience o f learned men, 
who had acceis to them at pleafure. He wrote 
often to the learned in every corner of his domi­
nions, with his own hand. He called them to 
cou rt; and placed them, according to their abi­
lities, in offices in the date ; thofe, who were 
verfed in the commentaries on the Coran, were 
raifed to the dignity of judges, in the different 
courts o f juftice.

Skin and Aurungzebe was as experienced in war, as he 
courage m was jn ^ g  arts peace> Though his perfonal

courage was almolt unparalleled, he always en­
deavoured to conquer more by ftrqtagem than by 
force. To fucceed by art threw honour upon 
him felf; to fubdue by power acquired to others 
fame. Such was his coolnefs in adion, that, at 
the rifing and fetting fun, the times appointed 
for prayer, he never negleded to attend to that 
duty, though in the midft o f battle. Devout

to



to excels, he never engaged in action without 
praver ; and for every victory, he ordered a day 
of thankfgiving, and one of feftivity and joy.

In the art of writing, Aurungzebe excelled in Leaning 
an eminent degree. He wrote many letters with 
his own hand ; he corrected always the diftion 
of his fecretaries. He never permitted a letter 
of bu fine's to be difpatched, without critically 
examining it himfelf. He was verled in the 
Perfian and Arabic ; he wrote the language of 
his ancettors the Moguls, and all the various dia­
le rs  o f India. In his diction he was concife and 
nervous ; and he reduced all difpatches to a bre­
vity and precifion, which prevented all miicon- 
ftrudtion and perplexity.

Though not remarkable for his ftrength _ of 
body, he was extremely active in the exercifes ercifes. 
of the field. He was an excellent archer; he 
threw the lance with grace; and he was Jo  good a 
borfeman, that few men durft follow him in the 
chace. He underhand the uie of fire-arms fo 
well, that he fhot deer on full fpeed from his 
horfe. When he wandered over the country in 
■pc ; .fit of game, he did not forget the concerns 
of the date. He examined the nature of the 
foil, he enquired even of common labourers con­
cerning its produce. He underftocd, and, there­
fore, encouraged agriculture. He fibred an edict, 
that ’ he rents fhould not be railed on thofe 
who, bv their induftry, bad improved their farms.
He mentioned, in the edift, that fuch piadice 
was at once unjuft and impolitic j that it checked 
the Ipirit o f improvement, and impoverfihed the 
fiate: “  And what joy,”  faid he, “  can Au­
rungzebe have in pofiefimg wealth in the nndu or 
public diftrefs ?”

Though



Chaftity. Though he entertained many women, accords 
ing to the cultom of his country, it was only for 
ftate. He contented himfelf with his lawful 
wives, and thefe only in fucceffion; when one 
either died or became old. He fpent very little 
time in the apartments o f his women. He rofe 
every morning at the dawn of day, and went 
into the bathing-chamber ; which communicated 
with a private chapel, to which he retired for 
half an hour, to prayers. Returning into his 
apartments from chapel, he fpent half an hour 
in reading fome book o f devotion j and then 
went into the haram to drefs. He entered the 
chamber of juftice generally about feven o’clock j 
and there fat with the judges, read petitions, 
and decided caufes till nine. Juilice was dif- 
penfed in a fummary manner; and rewards 
and punilhments were immediate ; the difputes, 
which were not clear, having been already 
weighed by the judges in their own court.

Acccffi- The people in general had accefs into the cham- 
bjene s to ber Qf  j uftice j and there they had an opportunity 

of laying their grievances and diftreffes before 
their fovereign. Aurungzebe ordered always 
a fum of money to be placed by his fide on the 
bench; and he relieved the neceffitous with his 
own hand. Large fums were in this manner ex­
pended every day; and, as the court was open 
to all, the unfortunate found, invariably, a re- 
fource in the Imperial bounty.

Araufe- The emperor retired at nine to breakfaft; and 
ments. continued for an hour with his family. He then 

came forth into a balcony, which faced the great 
fquare. He fat there to review his elephants, 
which paiTed before him in gorgeous caparifons. 
He fometimes amufed himfelf with the battles of

tygers



tygers and leopards, fometimes with thofe of gaz- 
zelles, elks, and a variety of ferocious animals.
On particular days, fquadrons of horfe palfed in 
review. The fine horfes of his own ftables were 
alfo brought, at times, before him, with all their 
magnificent trappings, mounted by his grooms, 
who exhibited various feats of horfemanfhip.
The balcony in which he fat w'as called t h e  
p l a c e  of  P r iv a c y , as it looked from the ha- 
ram, and the ladies faw every thing from behind 
their fcreens o f gauze.

An hour being fpent at this amufement, the His mode 
emperor, generally about eleven o’clock, made j>̂grece'v~ 
his appearance in the great hall of audience.
There all the nobles were ranged before the 
throne, in two lines, according to their dignity. 
Ambaffadors, viceroys, commanders of armies,
Indian princes, and officers, who had returned 
from various fervices, were introduced in the fol­
lowing form : The Meer Hajib, or the lord in 
waiting, ufhers each into the prefence. At the 
difiance of twenty yards from the throne, the 
perfon to be prefented is commanded by one of 
the mace-bearers to bow three times very low ; 
raifing his hand each time from the ground to his 
forehead. The mace-bearer, at each bow, calls 
out aloud, that fuch a perfon falutes the E m p e r o r  
of t h e  W o r l d . He is then led up, between 
the two lines of the nobles, to the foot of the 
fteps which afcend to the throne; and there the 
fame ceremony is again performed. He then 
moves flowly up along the fteps, and, if he is a 
man of high quality, or much in favour, he is 
permitted to make his offering to the emperor 
himfelf, who touches one o f the gold roupees ; 
and it being laid down, the lord of the privy- 
nurfe receives the whole. The emperor fome­

times
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times fpeaks to the perfon introduced: when he 
does not, the perfon retires, keeping his face 
toward the fovereign, and performs the fame 
ceremonies at the fame places as before, 

and creat- The introduction of an officer, when he is 
^ sthe n0* raifed into the rank of Omrahs, is the lame with 

that already deicribed. When he retires from 
the fteps of the throne, the emperor gives his 
commands aloud to clothe him with a rich drefs, 
ordering a fum of money, not exceeding a lack 
of roupees, to be laid before him. lie  is, at the 
fame time, prefented with two elephants, one 
male and one female, caparifoned, two horfes 
with rich furniture, a travelling bed elegantly 
decorated, a complete drefs, if  once worn by his 
Imperial majefty the more honourable, a fword 
ftudued with diamonds, a jewel for the front of 
his turban. The enfigns of his rank are alfo 
laid before him ; fifes, drums, colours, filver 
maces, filver bludgeons, fpears, the tails of pea­
cocks, filver filh, filver dragons, with his titles 
engraved, with a parchment containing his patent 
o f dignity, and the Imperial grant of an eflate. 

Thebofi - The hall of audience in the city of Delhi, was 
morning/ called Chelfittoen, or Hall of Forty Pillars, as 

the name imports. In the fquare which opened 
to the hall, the cavaliers, or foldiers of fortune, 
who wanted to be employed in the Imperial fer- 
vice, prefented themfelves completely armed on 
horfeback, with their troop of dependents. The 
emperor fometimes reviewed them; and, after 
they had exhibited their feats of military dexterity 
before him, they were received into pay. The 
Manfebdars, or the lower rank of nobility, pre- 
fented themfelves in another fquare; artizans, 
with their moft curious inventions, occupied a 
third, and they were encouraged according to the

utility



utility and elegance of their work. The huntf- 
men filled a fourth court. They prefented their 
game, confiding of every fpecies of animals and 
beads common in the empire.

Aurungzebe, about one o ’clock, retired into noon, and 
the Guffel Ghana, or bathing-chamber, into which evemn§- 
the great officers of ftate were only admitted.
There affairs of inferior concern, fitch as the dif- 
pofal o f offices, were traniadted. At half paid 
two o’clock, he retired into the haram to dine.
He fpcnt an hour at table, and then, in the hot 
feafon, Humbered on a fopha for half an hour.
He generally appeared at four, in the balcony 
above the great gate of the palace. A  mob of all 
kinds o f people affembled there before him; tome 
to claim his bounty, others to prefer complaints 
againlt the officers of the crown. He retired at 
fix, into the chapel to prayers; and, in half an 
hour, he entered the Guffel Ghana, into which, 
at that hour, the members o f the cabinet were 
only admitted. He there took their advice upon 
all the important and fecret affairs of government; 
and from thence orders were iffued to the various 
departments o f the ftate. He was often detained 
till it was very late in this council, as converfa- 
tion was mixed with bufinefs; but about nine, 
he generally retired into the haram.

Such is the manner in which Aurungzebe com- obferva- 
monly paffed his time; but he was not always re -t,on* 
gular. He appeared not fome days in the cham­
ber of juftice; and other days there was jno pub­
lic audience. When the particular bufinels o f 
any department required extraordinary attention, 
that of others was from necefiity postponed. Par­
ticular days were fet apart for auditing the ac­
counts o f the officers of the revenue, iorne for re­
viewing the troops $ and fome were dedicated to

feftivity.
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feftivity. Though Aurungzebe bore all the 
marks o f an enthufiaft in his private behaviour, 
he did not (top the progrefs o f bufinefs by many 
days o f thankfgiving ; for he often declared, that, 
without ufing the means, it were prefumptuous 
to hope for any benefit from prayer.

A P P E N -
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A D V E R T I S E M E N T ,

T h E  nature o f a governm ent is befl under- 
flood from  the power which it communicates to 
its officers. The author o f the preceding Hifcory 
has thought proper to fubjoin to his W o rk  
the forms o f commiffions granted by the empe­
ror to his fervants in the provinces. They w ill 
ferve to juflify his obfervations on the policy o f  
the Imperial houfe o f T im u r, who were too jea­
lous o f  their own authority to commit their 
pow er, without refervation, to the hands o f their 
deputies. The Defpot derived the {lability o f his 
throne from the opinion which the people form ­
ed o f  his paternal care o f  their happinefs and 
profperity. W anton oppreffion is an a£t o f fo lly , 
not o f true defpotifm, which leaves to mankind 
a few  rights, which render them worthy o f being 
commanded.



a p p e n d i x ,

N U M B E R  I.

T E N O R  OF A  N A B O B ’ S F I R M A N ,  

m  x
JL H E  mandate o f the emperor, the ffiadow o f 

G od , from the fource o f his bounty and favour, 

iffues forth like the world-enlightening fun j 

conferring upon the mod: refpedted of nobles, 

the pillar o f the empire, the ftrength o f fortune, the 

pattern o f  true greatnefs, Mubariz-ul-dien Chan 

Bahadur, the high office o f L ord  o f the Subadary, 

commander and governor o f the province o f 
Allahabad, giving into his hands the full power 
o f contra&ing, diffolving, appointing and dif- 

miffing, as he ffiall think proper and necelfary 

in that province. But notwithftanding we have 

many proofs o f his juftice, humanity, experience 

V ol III. N  n and



and valour, he mud conform to the fcope and 
meaning of the following directions, nor permit 
the minuted article of them to pafs unobferved.

H e mud watch over the fafety and happinefs 
o f that country, taking particular care that the 
weak {hall not be oppreffed by the drong, nor 
in any manner difpoffeded o f thofe tenements 
which have been long occupied by themfelves and 
their progenitors.

He {hall make the ufages of the country, and 
the rights of the fubjeCt his dudy, and {hall be 
accountable for the revenues to commiffaries o f 
the royal exchequer, after a deduction of the 
neceffary expences of the province, and what 
{hall be received by the agents of Jagueerdars.

He {hall punilh fuch as refufe to pay the ufual 
duties and dipulated rents, as an example to 
others ; and he {hall, from time to time, and 
repeatedly, tranfmit an account of all his tranfaCti- 
ons to the prefence.

Be it known unto all Mutafiddys, Crories, 

Jagueerdars, Zemindars, Canongoes, Choudries, 
Muckuddums and Ryots, that this mod refpeCted 
o f nobles is created Lord of the Subadary, that

they
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they may not on any account difpute his juft 
commands, and that they fhall fubjefl: themfelves 
to his authority. And fhould any Jagueerdar, 
Zemindar, or others, refufe to comply with his 
juft orders or demands, he fhall difpoffefs them 
of their lands, and fend a particular account o f 
their behaviour to court, that we may judge o f 
the fame, and, if  thought proper, fend others 
from the prefence to fupply their places. In this 
proceed according to order, nor deviate from it.

N U M B E R  II.

a  d e w a n ’ s  c o m m i s s i o n .

A S  it is fome time fince the particular ac­
counts o f the colle&ions and difburfements o f the 
province o f Moultan, have been tranfmitted to 

the Imperial prefence, we have reafon to fufpedt 
that it is owing to the negligence of the prefent 
Dewan. On that account, toe have thought 
proper to appoint the moft ceconomical and exa£t 
o f our fervants, the experienced in bufinefs Chaja 
Abdul Aftar, to the office o f Dewan, from the 
commencement o f the enfuing term. He is there- 

N  n 2 fore



fore commanded to proceed in that bufmefs, ad» 
cording to the eftabliffied rules and cuftoffis; 
to infpeft the colledions of the Malajat and 
Sairjat o f the royal lands, and to look after the 
Jagieerdars, and in general all that belongs to 
the royal revenues, the amount o f which he is to 
fend to the public treafury, after the grofs ex- 
pences o f the province are difcharged according 
to the ufual eftabliffiment; the particular account 
o f which, he is at the fame time to forward to 
the prefence, as well as the accounts of the for­
mer Dewan. He is commanded to treat the 
Ryots with mildnefs and humanity, that they 

may employ themfelves without difturbance in 
their buildings, cultivation, and other occupations , 
that the province may flouriffi and increafe in wealth 
from year to year, under our happy government. 

Let all officers of the revenues, Crories, Canon- 
goes, and Jagieerdars of the above-mentioned pro­
vince, acknowledge the aforefaid as Dewan by our 
royal appointment, and they are commanded to be 
accountable to him for all that appertains to 
the Dewanny, and to conceal nothing from him ; 
to fubjeQ; themfelves to his juft commands, in  
every thing that is agreeable to the laws, and 
tending to the profperity and happinefs of our

realms.



realms.  ̂ In this proceed according to the tenor, 
nor deviate from it.

N U M B E R  III.

T E N O R  OF A  J A G I E E R .

T H E illuftrious mandate, neceffary to be 
obeyed, iffues forth commanding, That the fum 
o f thirty lacks of Dams, arifing from different 
lands in the Pergunna of Chizer-abad, poffeffed 
by the flower of nobility Mirza Feridon Beg, is 
from the commencement o f the firff harveft o f 
the prefent year, confirmed and fettled in Jagieer 
upon the mod favoured o f fervants attending the 
royal prefence, Muckirrib Chan Bahadur. Let 
all Chowdries, Canongoes and tenants who have 
any concern with, or who occupy the above- 
mentioned lands acknowledge him as Jagurdar, 
and pay unto him, or his agents, the ufual rents 
belonging to the Devvanny without delay or re- 
fufal; and let the balances that may be due at 
that term be difcharged to the former incumbent.
In this matter let there be no obflrudion, and let 
it proceed according to the order.

N U  M-



N U M B E R  IV.

A  F I R M A N  G R A N T I N G  L A N D S  TO A  

Z I M I N D A R .

ON this aufpicious day, the Firman that com­
municates joy and happinefs is iffued forth. We 
have, of our royal grace and favour, conferred up­
on the learned, devout and experienced Shech Sadi, 
and his children, the extent of two thoufand 
bigahs of arable land, in the Pergunna of By- 
ram-poor, in the Sircar o f Kinnoge, for his be­
nefit and fubfiflence, free o f coliedtion, to com­
mence from the beginning of the autumnal fea- 
fon o f the prefent year ; that he may appropri­
ate the produce of that eft ate to his own ufe, 
and exigencies from feafon to feafon, and from 
year to year, and continue to pray for the happi- 
nei's and permanence o f our reign. Let the 
lords and public officers o f that country, affign 
the above-mentioned quantity of land, in a good 
foil, we'l meafured, and properly terminated, 
nor afterwards, upon any account whatever, make 
any encroachments upon h im ; nor charge him

with
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with rents, cuftoms, entrance money, yearly 
prefent, meafurement, &c. charges and imports 
o f the Dewanny, nor for the dues of the empire.
For it is our pleafure that he fhall enjoy our 
bounty free and unmolefted, nor be troubled 
from time to time for confirmations of this F ir­
man. Proceed according to the order, nor de­
part from it.

N U M B E R  V.

T H E  T E N O R  OF A  C A Z l ’ s  F I R M A N .

The Order that iffites forth like Fate.

A S  in the number o f our aufpicious defigns, 
it is proper that the people o f God ihould be 
condu&ed from the dark and narrow paths o f 
error into the direct road o f truth and reafon, 
which intention can only be accomplished, 
when an upright and devout judge, verted with 
his powers, lhall be eftabliflied in every city and 
country, to unfold the doors o f virtue and

juftice,



juft ice, before the faces o f wicked and defigning 
men.

I  he laudable qualifications being found in the 
difpofition of the learned in the laws, the exten- 
five in knowledge, Eas-ul-dien-Mahommed ; we 
have, on that account, favoured him with the 
high and refpe&able office of Cazi of the city 

'o f Cabul, commanding him— To give the necef- 
fary application to that duty— To obferve the 
eftabliffied courfe of the noble law in his enqui­
ries— To pafs judgment in all difputes, and ar­
bitrations according to the fame noble law, nor 
permit the fmalleft differences in the cafe to pafs 
unobferved— To regulate his proceedings in fuch 
a clear and diflindt manner, as if  to-morrow 
were the day of examination on which every 
a&ion mull anfwer for itfelf.

Be it known to all rulers, and officers, and 
people, public and private, that the aforefaid 
learned in the law, is confirmed Cazi of the 
above-mentioned city o f Cabul; that they {hall 
pay him all due refpeft, and revere his decifions 
totally and particularly, paying all due obedi­
ence to his orders, by fuch officers as he ffiall ap­
point for executing the laws; receiving fuch o f

his



his words as are agreeable to the noble law into 
the ears o f their underftanding. In this bufinefs 
proceed according to order, and let none oppofe 
it.

N U M B E R  VI.

T E N O R  OF A  C U T W A L ’ s  F I R M A N .

A S  a particular account o f the capacity, ex­
perience and bravery of Mahommed Bakar, hath 
reached our high and facred prefence, We have, 
o f our royal favour confirmed, and appointed him 
Cutwal o f the city of Dowlatabad. He is com­
manded to make the practice of fidelity and 
truth his ftudy, that he may be enabled to ex­
ecute the duties of his office with propriety. He 
is to take care that the guards and watches o f 
that city be ftricfly kept, that the inhabitants 
may be fecured and protected in their perfons 
and property, that they may blefs our happy 
reign, and pray for its duration.

He is to ufe his utinoft endeavours that no 
thieves, gamblers, or other mifcreants fhall make

their



their appearance, and that no nuifances {hall be 
permitted to remain in the ftreets, or before the 
door of any perfon. That no infidious old wo­
men, pimps or jugglers, who lead the wives 
and daughters of honed men into the ways o f 
evil, be tolerated, but have their hands fhortened 
from fuch iniquitous practices. That he will, as 
much as pofiible, prevent forellalling of grain, 
provitions, and other things, that the markets 
may be kept low, nor the people fuffer from 
any combinations amongft the Bunias. What 
events may arife of a particular nature, he is 
to fend a true and faithful account of them to 
the prefence.

4
Be it known unto all Mutafiddies, and officers, 

and all men, public and private, of the above- 
mentioned city, that the aforefaid Mahommed 
Bakar, is confirmed and appointed Cutwal, and 
that all quarrels and vexatious difputes which 
may arife in that city, fhall be referred to his 
decifion, and that they fhall fubmit to his arbitra­
tion, according to the eftablifhed cuftotns o f the 
empire. Let this bufinefs be proceeded on ac­
cording to order, and let none oppofe it.

N U M -



N U M B E R  VII.

C O M M I S S I O N  OR. P E R W A N N A  F O R  A  C A R J C U N  O R  

C H I E F  O F A  D I S T R I C T .

T O  all Chowdries, Canongoes, Muckuddums 
and others o f the Pergunna o f Noor-poor, be it 
known, That we have appointed the chofen in 
office, the fervant of the faithful, Kinwir Ram, 
to the office o f Carkun of the above-mentioned 
Pergunna. They are therefore to acknowledge 
him as fuch, and to make him acquainted with 
every general and particular tranfa&ion in fettling 
or cblledling o f which, he is to keep an exa£t 
and faithful daily regifter, which mull be attefted 
by the Shackdar, Chowdries and Canongoes of the 
Pergunna, and transmitted regularly every quarter 
to the royal exchequer. He is to take care that 
the ancient ufages and cuftoms o f the Pergunna 
ffiall not be violated, nor any new imports or other 
innovations be permitted, and to examine the 
books o f the above-mentioned Shackdars, Chow- 
dries and Canongoes from time to time, that they 
are regularly kept. Pie is to receive his own pay 
from the Fotadar o f the Pergunna. He is to 
demean himfelf with moderation, juftice and in­
tegrity, that he may be beloved and refpe&ed.

In



In this bufinefs proceed according to order, 
without variation.

/  ••

N U M B E R  VIII.

C O M M I S S I O N  O R  P E R W A N N A  F O R  A  C R O R I E .

*1 O all Chowdries, Canongoes, Muckuddums 
and Riots of the Pergunna of Rehimabad, be it 
known. Since by the mandate that fubje&s the 
world, and is refulgent as the fun, the office of 
Crorie of the faid Pergunna is conferred upon 
Chaja Mahommed M auzum; from the com­
mencement of next term, they are commanded 
to acknowledge him as fuch, and to be account­
able to him for the ufual rents and eftabliffied 
rights o f the Dewanny from term to term, and 
from year to year, without fcruple or refufal, 
nor in any manner oppofe his authority in the 
juft execution of his duty in all that refpefts the 
royal revenues; nor conceal any thing general 
or particular from him, that properly ought to 
come under his cognizance.

The above-mentioned is ordered to ftudy ceco- 
nomy in his department, and to apply with dili­

gence



gence to his duty, without permitting the minut­
ed tranfa&ion in that diftriCt to pafs unobferved.
To behave with juftice and humanity to the Riots, 
that they may have no caufe of complaint, hut be 
encouraged to apply themfelves diligently to their 
various occupations, and that the annual col­
lections may increafe yearly, as well as the happinefs 
of the inhabitants. He is from time to time to 
lodge his collections in the provincial treafury.
In this proceed according to the tenor, without 
deviation.

N U M B E R  IX.

C O M M IS S IO N  OF A  F O T A D A R  OR. T R E A S U R E R  

OF A  D I S T R I C T .

TO our honoured and faithful Mirza Abra- 
him Crorie of the Pergunna of Mahommed-abad, 
be it known : That as the office of Fotadar of 
the above-mentioned Pergunna hath become va­
cant, We have been pleafed to appoint our trufty 
and diligent fervant Jaffier Beg to that office.
You are therefore commanded to give into his

cuftody
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cuftody all the rents and cuftoms of the Dewanny 
in that diftridt, and he fhall lodge it with care 
in his treafury ; and you are to take his receipts, 
which you are to fend monthly to the royal ex­
chequer, nor are you permitted to keep one Dam 
of the revenues in your own hands after the 
ftated periods, and you muft beware of treat­
ing any of his agents ill, which he may fend to 
demand the colledtions. And Iho u ld  there be 
any deficiencies in his accounts, you are to be 
anfwerable for the fame. Know this to be con» 
firmed, nor deviate from the order.

G L O S S  A R T



C 449 1

g l o s s a r t  t o  t h e  a p p e n d i x .

Canongoes. Literally, fpeakers of the law: 
Regifters of a diftrid.

Carkun. The chief officer of a diftrid, who
lett the lands, audited the ac­
counts, and preferved the an­
cient ufages.

Cazi. A judge.
Chowdrie. The conftable of a fmall diftrid.
Cutwal. A mayor of a town.
Crorie. The colle&or of the revenues of a

diftrid.
Dam. An imaginary coin, the fortieth

part of a rupee.
Dewan. The receiver-general of the re­

venues of a province:
Dewanny. The Imperial revenues of the De-

wan’s department.
Firman. A royal pommiffion or mandate.
F o ta d d r . The treafurer of a diftrid.
Jagieer. An eftate generally granted dur­

ing pleafure j as alfo the Impe­
rial grant itfelf.

Jagicerddr. The poffeffor of the crown rents 
of a certain trad of land.

M alajat. The land rent.
M u ck u d d u m -



4 5 © G L O S S A R Y ,  Sec.
M uckuddum . The principal clerk of a fmall de­

partment, or the chief of a 
village.

M u ta/idd y. A clerk of the cheque,or any writer 
employed about the revenues. 

fThe King’s lieutenant or viceroy of
N abo b, or I 3 Province’ Pr°perly Naib; but
N a w d b  1  changed to the plural number

by the natives, who addrefs all 
. great men in that manner.

P erg u n n a . A difirict.
P 'erw a n n a . A commiffion of an inferior nature

to a Firman.
R io ts. Tenants, hufbandmen.
S a ir jd t . All kinds of taxation, befides the

land rent.
S ir c a r . A diftridt, fometimes comprehend­

ing feveral pergunnas ; as alfo 
the principal man ofany bufinefs.

A kind of juftice of the peace, or
S h ech d a r, orl the moft venerable man in a
S b a ck d a r. town or diftrid of the Mahom-

_ medan faith.
Z em in d a r. A poffeffor or farmer of lands.
Z em in dary. The country farmed by a Zemin­

dar, which was fometimes of a 
great extent, and formed into a 
kind of county, having its own 
courts and particular jurifdic- 
tions.

I N D E X .



I N D E X

T O  T H t

T H I R D  V O L U M E .

y ^ B A  Chan fiain by Shere,. 3 1 .
Abdalla, commands in Guzerat, 5 1. Rewarded for 

his fervices, 148. Quafhes an infurreftion in Behar, 
170. Difmiffed from his government, 176.

Abdalla, King of Bucharia, 418.
Aftemad-ul-Dowlat, raifed to the vizarit, 3 6. His wife 

and able adminiftration, 37.
Aflicdd Chan, 36. His death and character, 58.
Adil Shaw, fues for peace, 150. Defeated by Aurung- 

zebe, 221.
Afgans rebel, 38. Again rebel and are repulfed, 142- 

Rebel, 4 15 . Defeated, 4 17 .
Agriculture encouraged, 37.
Akbar, his great abilities, I . His empire not fo extenfive 

as that of the Patans, 2. His death, 4.
Ah M ur dan, delivers up Candahar, 17 1. Rewarded, 

172 . Promoted, 178. Made governor of Cafhmire, 
185. Invades Buducklhan, 194. His death and cha* 
rafter, 219.
V ol. III. O o AHverdi,



Aliverdi, his infolcnce, 187.
Alla (Seif), his unhappy fate, H2.
Allum (Chan) returns from Perfia, 61.
Amdr Singh, his rafhnefs and death, 19 1.
Ameid reduces Chittagong, 397.
Amin {Mahommed) the fon of Jumla, 216. Releafed by 

the Prince Mahommed, ibid. His infolence to Aurung­
zebe, 409. Sent againft the Afgans, 417.

Arabian fyftem of philofophy, 2.
Arfelan Aga, the Turkifh ambaflador, 180.
AJiph Jah, 35. His daughter married to Shaw Jehan, 56. 

Made Vilier, 59. Oppofes coming to battle, 70, 
Crofles the Gelum, 92, Refolves to releafe the empe­
ror, 93. Defeated by Mohabet, 95. Taken pnfoner, 
96. His conference, 100. And fchemes with Mohat- 
bet, 1 ox, Raifes Dawir Buxfli to the throne, 113 . 
Defeats Shariar, 114. Proclaims Shaw Jehan, 113 . 
Continued in the vizarit, 120. Arrives at Agra, 121.
In high favour, 12 2.' Commands the army, 144. 
Defeats Lodi, ibid. Demands him of the Nizam, 145. 
Lays wafte the Decan, 15 1 His death, 181. His 
charafter, 183. His family, 184.

AJfamites, invade Bengal, 172. Their country reduced,
173*

Atialla Chan killed, 95.
Azirn Chant oppofes Selim, 3. Sent to Malava, 5. Abets 

a confpiracy, 6. Propofes to aflaffinate the emperor, 8. 
Difgrace, 47. He is releafed, 57. Commands an ar­
my under his grandfon, 74.
—----- , governor of Guzerat, 180. Removed, but

pardoned, 18 1.
Aziz, his valour, 199. Defeated by Aurungzebe, 206. 
Azipui, the fon of Lodi, his fpirit, 13 1. His gallant be­

haviour, and death, 134.
Aurungzebe, born, 60. Delivered as an hoftage to Jehan- 

gire, 83. Presented to his father, 12 1 . His age at his 
father’s acceffion, 122. Sent to Bundela, 155, In 
high favour, 158. Accompanies his father to the De- 
can, 167. Marries the daughter of Shaw Nawaz, 169. 
Jealous of the influence of Dara, 17 6. Removed from

the



the Decan, T92. Sent to Guzerat, 193. Sent to com­
mand againft the Ufbecs, 199. whom he totally over­
throws, 200. Befieges Candahar in vain, 206. De­
feats the Perfians, 207. Sends Jumla to court, 217. 
Joins Jumla, 219. Takes Bider, 221. Defeats Adil 
Shaw, 222. His plans with Jumla, 223. His cha­
racter, 23 1. Hears of his father’s illnefs, 235. Em­
braces Morad’s propofals, 236. Gains over jumla, 237. 
Marches from Aurungabad, 239. His management of 
Morad, 240. Arrives at the Nirbidda, ibid. Joined by 
Morjid, 241. Defeats the Maraja, 242. Remains at 
Ugein, 243. Turns the rear of Dara’s army, 246. 
His order of battle, 247. His refolution, 251. Gains 
the battle, 252. His great addrefs, 257. Corrupts 
the army of Soliman, 258. Arrives before Agra, 261. 
Sends a meffage to his father, 262. His conference 
with his fitter, ibid. His duplicity and addrefs, 263. 
His fchemes, 265. Seizes his father, 267. Writes to 
him, 268. Deceives Morad, 269. Prepares to purfue 
Dara, 270. His narrow efcape, 271. He feizes Mo­
rad, 272. Quells the army, 273. Advances to Delhi, 
274. and mounts the throne, 275. Purfues Dara, 291. 
Arrives on the Suttuluz, 292. How he receives  ̂ the ad­
herents of his brother, 294. Marches to Moultan, 295. 
Caufe of his return, 296. Duplicity toward Suja, 297. 
His preparations agaiaft Suja, 298. Marches .down 
along the Jumna, 299. Offers battle, 3->0, Betrayed 
by the Maraja, 30*1. His refolution, 302. Obtains 
the vidbory, 303. His fpeech to the nobles, 3®4* 
rives at Agra, 3®^' Marches againft Dara, 3 *5* Ot- 
fers battle  ̂ 3 17 . His ftratagem to deceive Dara, 318 . 
Overthrows that prince, 32 1. Sends a force in punuit 
of him, 324. Calls a council concerning Dara, 328. 
Condemns him to death, 3 3 1. His behaviour on feeing 
his brother’s head, 334- Sends an infidious letter to 
his fon Mahommed, 344* Inapnfons him, 347* H*s 
prudent adminiftration, 356. Sufpedts his fecond fon, 
378. Expedient againft Soliman, 359* H« behaviour 
to that prince, 360. Receives an embaffy from i  erfia, 
062. His humanity, 364. His fickneis, 368, Con­
ner nation of the people thereupon, 369. His anxiety, 
370. PI is refolu,e behaviour, 3 71 ;• Hf  recovers^ thd. 
His demands on Ids father, 37?- Hts heaUh



I N D E X.

reftored, 377. His progrefs to Calhmire, 378. His 
jealoufy of Jumla, 381. Endeavours to appeafe Shaw 
Abas II. 402. Sufpe£ls the Perfians in his fervice, 405. 
His irrefolution, 406. Sends for his filler Jehanara, 
407. Reconciled with the Perfians, 408. He takes the 
field, 409. Alarmed, 413. Rewards Dilere, 414. 
His genius, 421. Attention to juilice, 422. His con­
tempt of pomp and flattery, ibid. Plainnefs of drefs, 
and aufterity, 423. His juilice and clemency, 424. 
His public buildings, and encouragement of letters, 
427. His courage, learning, and manly exercifes, 427. 
His continence, 428. Amufements, 429. His bufi- 
nefs in the morning, 430. noon and evening, 431.

B

Bahdder Shaw rebels in Guzerat, 51.
Bakir, his fuccefsful invafion of Golconda, 139.
Bandar aflaffinates Chufero, 66.
Bao Singh fucceeds his father, 48.
Bengal, dillurbances in, 21.
Bickermdjit, fent into the mountains of Sewalic, 60.

Killed, 72.
Bocharas taken, 118 . Magnificent reception of its king, 

418.
Bochari 'Ferid) his fpirited refolution, 4. Sent in purfuit 

of Chufero, 1 1 .  Defeats that prince, 12. Difabled by 
a Itroke of the palfy, 35.

Bijapour, Raja of, beauty of his wife caufe of his fall, 
17 1.

Bundela, its Raja revolts, 125.

C
Calamities, 149.
Candahdr, befieged, 18. Loll to the empire, 83. Deli­

vered up by Ali Murdan, 170.
Caftm takes Chufero, 16.
-----governor of Bengal, takes Hugley, 154.
Chaja Aiafsy his diltrefs in the defart, 22. Arrives at La­

hore, 23. Promoted, 24. Made high-treafurer, ibid.. 
Made vifier, 35.,

Channa



Channa-zad defeats the Ufbecs, 84.
Chan Chanan, accompanies Purvez, 42. Difgraced, 43. 

Intrigues with the enemy, 55. Befieged in Brampour, 
62. His death, 103. Charafter, 104.

Characters of the natives of Afia ftrongiy marked, 2. 
Chittagong reduced, 397.
Churrum (prince) 19. Sent to command the army in the 

Decan, 45. Forces the Rana to a peace, 46. In great 
favour, ibid. Returns to court, 47. Carries every 
thing before him, 48. All-powerful in the affairs of the 
ftate, 5 1. His name changed to Shaw Jehan, 54. 

Chufero (prince), 3 His party {truck with a panic, 4. 
Received into favour, 5. Meditates to rebel, 6. Re- 
fufes to affaffmate his father, 8. His plot difeovered, 
ibid. Flies from Agra, 9. Plunders the country, xo. 
Pillages the luburbs of Delhi, 1 1 .  Marches toward 
Lahore, 12. Defeat and flight, 13. He is deferted by 
his adherents, 14. In great diitrefs, 15. He is taken 
and brought to his father, 16. His behaviour before 
him, 17. Clofely confined, 19. Releafed, 56. Deli­
vered up to Shaw Jehan, 63. His character, 64. 
Aflaffination, 65. Manner of it, 66.

Cipper-Shek6, accompanies his father Dara, 323. Bound 
and dragged from his father, 332, Sent prifoner to 
Gualiar, 333.

Coolies defeated, 52.
Cruelty (excufe for), 120.
Cuttub rebels in Behar, 40. Killed with a brick-bat, 4 1. 
Cuttub, king of Tellingana, 213. Imprifons the fon of 

Jumla, 215. Offers terms to the prince Mahommed, 
ibid. Defeated, 217.

Cuttub Chan quells a rebellion in Guzerat, 379.

D

Dara, 83. Prefented by Afiph Jah to his father, 12 1. 
His age at his father’s acceffion, 122. Marries the 
daughter of Purvez, 157. Jealous of his brothers, 159. 
Promoted, 175. Marches againft the Perfians, 186. 
Dangerous ficknefs, 19°- Speech againft Aurungzebe, 
192. His great jealoufy of tnat prince, 210. Uniuc- 
cefsful againft Candahar, 2 1 1 .  Appointed to fucceed

to



to the throne, 212. Poffeffes part of the Imperial 
power, • 2 14. Aflumes the government, 223. His 
violence, 224. Sends his father to Agra, 225. Turns 
Jumla out of his office, 226. His filial piety, 227. 
Carries all before him, ibid. His character, 229. His 
great preparations, 244. Marches againft Aurungzebe 
and Morad, 245. Charge given him by his father, 
246. His order of battle, 247. His bravery, 249. 
By an accident, 250. is overthrown by Aurungzebe, 
251. How received by his father, 255. His flight to 
Delhi, 256. Raifes forces, 257. Flies to Lahore, 
274. His irrefolution, 290. Retreat from the Bea, 
291. Hefitates about giving battle, 292. tie flies 
from Lahore, 293. Flies to Bicker, 308. Medi­
tates to retire to Perfia, 309. Difluaded by the 
favourite Sultana, 309. Arrives at Tatta, 310. His 
diftrefs in the defart, ibid. Arrives at Guzerat, 3 11. 
Gains over the governor, 312. Marches toward Agra, 
ibid. Turns toward the dominions of the Maraja, 313. 
who deferts his caufe, 314. He fortifies himfelf at Aj- 
mere, 3 15 . Infulted in his lines, 317. Deceived 
by Aurungzebe, 318. Totally defeated, 321.. His 
misfortunes, 322. Uncommon diftrefs, 323. Arrives 
at Tatta, 324. Prepares to fly to Perfia, 325. De­
tained by his regard for the Sultana, 326. Throws 
himfelf upon Jehan, ibid. His grief for the death of 
the Sultana, 327. Betrayed and delivered to the ene­
my, 328. Carried with ignominy through Delhi, 329. 
Humanity of the people for him, 330. His manly be­
haviour, ib id . Circumftances previous to his murder, 
332. Aflaffinated, 333. RefleHions on his death, ibid. 
tiis head brought to Aurungzebe, 334.

Daiuir B u .xJ J j ,  the fon of Chufero, 74. Raifed to the 
throne, 1 13 .  A temporary emperor, 114. Depofed 
and murdered, 1 15.

Debere, deceives Dara, 319. His valour, 320.
D ecan, a fmall part only conquered, 2. Invaded by Shaw
Jehan, 138. Its princes fue for peace, 151. Invaded 

by Shaw Jehan, 166. Submits, 168.
D ile re , invades Bijapour, 4 11 . SufpeCts the prince 

Shaw Ailum, 412. Flies from him, 413.
D ir ia  defeats the Nizam, 129.
Doiv’atalad (the city of), taken, 145. The citadel taken 

by Mohabet, 157. .
Eder



E

E d e r  defeated by Abdalla, 52.
Elephant, killed by Aurungzebe, 159.
Elephants, of Ceylon and Pegu, 329.
Em an K u lli, 118.
E ra d it , receives Shaw Jehan, 237. In danger of a defeat  ̂

14 1. Removed from the command of the army, 142- 
Takes Dowlatabad, 145.

E ta h a r defends Agra againfl Shaw Jehan, 68,
Executions (a dreadful kind of), 17.

F

Fakiers (remarkable infurredtion of), 385. Quelled, 386,
Fam in e, 363.
F edai Chan, his gallant refolution, 95.
F e r id . See Bochari.
Ferofe feizes Shariar, 114 .

G
G h azi raifes the fiege oc Candahar, 18.
G o v e r n m e n t ,  becomes fettled and uniform under Akbar, s 

Its effects on the manners of the Indians, 2- That of 
the Tartar Moguls, 19.

H

Haleim  advifes the murder of Dara, 331/
H id ja r Singh revolts, 125 . Defeated and flies, 127. 

Taken and pardoned, 128. Revolts, 154. His mif- 
fortunes and bravery, 155- H'.s death, ibid.

H oufe o f T im ur, extent of their dominions, 3, Their re­
venue, 2. Their forces, 3“

H ugley, taken by aflault, 154.
H uffein B eg, joins Chufero, 9. His advice to that prince, 

13. Attends him in his flight, 14. Taken, 16. Put 
to death, 17.

H ujfein (Abdul), obtains a victory in Malava, 02, At­
tacks Lodi, 133-

H ujfein, the fon of Lodi, 134- ~



daughter, 340. His confidence, 343. His father^ 
infidious letter to him, 344. Sufpedted and difmifled 
by Suja, 345. He is feized, 346. and imprifoned, 
347. His death and character, 388.

M alika Shade, 163.
M alleck A m ber, at the head of the rebels, 53. His bold- 

nefs, 54.
M an  Singh , favours Chufero, 3. Abets a confpiracy, 6. 

His death, 47. Succeeded by his fon, 48.
M a ra ja  rebels, 212. Reduced, 2x3. Favours Dara, 

227. Oppofes Aurungzebe at the Nirbidda, 240 His 
folly and defeat, 241. Mafculine behaviour of his wife, 
242. Offended at Aurungzebe, 294. His treachery, 
301. Plunders the baggage, 302. Carries a falfe 
report to Agra, 305. Propofes to join Dara, 313. But 
is gained by Aurungzebe, 314. Sent to aid Shaifta, 
366. His plot to affaffinate that general, 367. Dif- 
contented, 394.

M au zim  (Mahommed the fon of Aurungzebe), 347. Em­
ployed by his father in a ftratagem, 346.

M  h er-u l-N iJfa , her accomplifhments and beauty, 24. 
Captivates the prince Selim, 25. Married to Shere 
Afkun, ib id. Her hufband flain, 31. She is brought to 
court, 32. Denied admittance to the emperor, 33. 
Her ingenuity, ibid. She captivates the emperor, 34. 
Married by Jehangire, ibid. Her name changed to 
Noor-Mahil, 35. Advancement of her relations, 36 . 
Her magnificence, 51. Power over the emperor, 56 . 
Her name changed to Noor-Jehan, ibid. Builds a mag­
nificent monument for her father, 58. Her flight from 
Mohabet, 92. Her intrepid conduft, 93. Seized by 
Mohabet, 96. Condemned to death, ibid. But par­
doned, 97. Her violence againft Mohabet, 160. 
Obliges him to fly, ibid. Procures a will in favour of 
Shariar. 113 . Confined by her brother, 114. Death 
and character, 195.

M ohabet, commands the army in the Decan, 43. Joins the 
emperor againft Shaw Jehan, 71. Commands the army 
under Purvez, 73. Defeats Shaw Jehan, 75. Marches 
toward Bengal, 70. Totally defeats Shaw Jehan, 80. 
Envied and fufpedted, 85. Accufed of treafon, 86. 
His enemies at court, 87. Commanded to appear in 
the prefence, 88. His meffenger grpfsly affronted, 89. 
He furprifes the emperor in his tent, 90. Carries him

to



to his own camp, pr. Cuts ofFSujaitfor his infolence, 
92. Carries the emperor to his camp, 93. Defeats 
the vifier, 95. and takes him prifoner, 96. Seizes and 
condemns to death the emprefs, ibid. Pardons her, 97. 
Manages the empire, ib id . In danger at Cabul, 98. 
Refigns his power, 99. Obliged to fly, 100. His con­
ference with the vifier, 10 1. Pardoned, 102. Re- 
fules with the Rana, 103. Joins Shaw Jehan, 114 . 
Commands in the Decan, 123. Sent againft the Uf- 
becs, 125. and into Bunaela, 127. His generous con­
duct to the Raja, 128. Deprived of the command of 
the army, 129. Sent to the Decan, 157. Takes Dow- 
latabad, 158. Quarrels with prince Suja, ib id. His 
death and charafter, 16 1. Anecdotes of his private 
life, 162.

M ohabet (the younger), takes Kilburga, 222. Sent to 
Guzerat, 373.

M o ra d , emperor of the Ottomans, 178.
M o ra d  (prince), delivered as an hoftage to Jehangire, S3- j 

P refented to his father, 12 1 . His age at his father’s 
acceflion, 122. Diftinguifhes himfelf, 181. Marries 
the daughter of Shaw Nawaz, 186. Sent with an army 
againft the Ufbecs, 196. And through his impatience 
difgraced, 198. Sent to the Decan, 205. Removed, 
on account of his violence, from that government, 208. 
His character, 232. Propofals to Aurungzebe, 236. 
Deceived by him, 240* Commands in the center of 
battle, 248. His great bravery, 250. Deceived by 
Aurungzebe, 269. His counter-plot  ̂mifcarries, 270. 
He is again deceived, 271. Seized by his brother, 272. 
Sent prifoner to Agra, 273. His wife perfuades her 
father, 3 1 1, to join Dara, 312.

M u i i r r ib  Chan, his affeHion for his fovereign, 92.
Mumtaza Z e m a n i ,  the favourite Sultana Kudfia, 60. 

dies, 149. Her tomb, 189. Sec.

N
N a d ili M id a tti, a gallant officer, 38.
N a d ira , the daughter of Purvez, married to Dara, 157. 

Her misfortunes, 322. Overwhelmed with diftrefs and 
ficknefs, 325. H er fortitude, ibid. Her death, 326.

N a rft fent by Afiph to Mohabet, 1 14 -
N a z ir  commiffioned to murder Dara, 331.

Nizam



N izam  propofes terms* 145.
N oor-Jehan. Vide Mher-uI-Nifia.
N oor-M ahil. Vide Mher-ul-Nifisu.

P
Peace between India and Perfia, 18. Another pacifica­

tion, 173. Univerfal peace, 387. Peace with Perfia, 
410. A general peace, 417.

P erifl, murders many of the imperial family, 116. Af­
fronts Lodi in the prefence, 13 1. Killed by Lodi’s 
fon, 134.

P erfia  (origin of the quarrel with), 399.
Perfians invert Candahar, 17.
P ia ra  B a n t, only wife of Suja, 352. Her refolution and

melancholy death, 353.
Pomp of the court of India, 2.
Portuguefe, complaints again!! them, 153. Daftardly be­

haviour at Hugley, 154.
P n rvez  (prince), 19. Sent againft the Rana, 41. His 

mildnefs and inexperience, 42. Recalled, 43. Po- 
litenefs to the Englifh ambaffador, 48. Refides at Bram- 
pour, 53. Commands the army, ibid. Superfeded by 
the prince Churrum, 54. Purfues Shaw Jehan, 73. 
Defeats Shaw Jehan at the Nirbidda, 75. Totally 
defeats him in Bengal, 80. His infenfibility and 
death, 102. His character, 103.

R

Rahim , taken prifoner, 16 . Put to death, 17.
Rahim  (Abdul) accompanies prince Purvez, 42.
R a ja -M a h il, deftroyed by fire, 177.
Rana rebels, 41. Sues for peace, 45. Breaks the treaty,

5 3 * ♦
Refections on the government of the Moguls, 119 On 

defpotifm, 188. On the caufe of the civil war, 228. 
On the defeat of Dara, 252. On Aurungzebe’s mount­
ing the throne, 276. On the reign and character of 
Shaw Jehan, 282. On the art of Aurungzebe, 285. 
On the death of Dara, 333. On the death of Suja, 
353. On the conduit of Atirungzebe, 355.

Rhotas (new), taken, 96.
Roads, improvement thereof by Jehangire, 6 1.

Rodriguez



R odriguez  refufes aid to Shaw Jehan, 153.
R oe (Sir Thomas), arrives at Brampour, 48. How re­

ceived by Purvez, 49. Arrives at Ajmere, 5 1. His 
fuccefs at court, 57.

R ojhinara  (the princefs), her character, 122.
R u jiu m  S u jfa v i carries on the Perfian war, 69.

s
S a d u lla , made vifier, 194. Settles the affairs of Balick, 

198. His death, 214.
Seahojh totally defeated, 17 1 .
S eji, his feeble reign over Perfia, 170. Marches an army 

toward Candahar, 17 1 . Makes peace with Shaw Je­
han, 173. Propofes to invade India, 185. His death, 
186.

S e if commiffioned to murder Dara, 331.
S elim , intrigues againft him, 3. Mounts the throne, 4. 

Aflumes -the name of Jehangire, 5. Captivated by 
Mher-ul-Niffa, 25.

S e w a ji, his depredations, 365. War with him, 388. 
His ftrange conduct, 392. Infolence to Aurungzebe, 
ib id. His flight, 393.

S h aijla  C han, commands an army in the Decan, 138. 
The eldeft fon of Afiph Jah, 184. Second in command 
before Hyderabad, 217. Writes a letter to Aurung­
zebe, 247. Betrays Dara, 255. Condemned to death, 
258. Refcued, 260. His panic, 305. Invades Ma­
labar, 365. A plot to affafhnate him, 367. Made go­
vernor of Bengal, 395• Gains over the Portuguefe, 
396. Reduces Chittagong, 397.

S h a w  A bas I. 18. A great prince, 117 . Surprifes Can­
dahar, 67. His death and character, 136.

S h aw  A bas II. his acceffion to the throne of Perfia, 203. 
Takes- Candahar, 206. Enraged againft Aurungzebe, 
401. His death and chara&er, 410.

S h a w  A llu m  (the prince), his art, 357. Sufpefted by his 
father, 358. Declared heir of the empire, 363. He 
intrigues for the throne, 369. Sent to the Decan, 374. 
His jealoufy of Dilere, 4 1 1 .  His defigns to rebel, 412. 
Purfues Dilere, 413. Drops his defigns, 414.

Shaw



Shaw  B e g , his unaccountable behaviour, 1 8. Defeats the 
Afgans, 38. Quells an infurreftion, 53.

Shaw  Je h a n , 54. Succefs in the Decan, 55. Sent to 
quell the infurgents, 62. Sufpefted of affaffinating 
Chufero, 66 . Rebels, ibid. A flumes the imperial
titles, 67. Attacks Agra to no effeft, 68. Forms his 
camp at Feriu-abad, ibid. His demands on his father 
refufed, ib id . Endeavours to excufe himfelf, 69. Is 
totally defeated, 72. His valour, 73. His party de­
feated in Guzerat, 74. Defeated at the Nirbidda, 75. 
Flies to Orixa, 76. Reduces Bengal, 77. and Behar, 
ibid.- Divides his army into three divifions, 79. Pre­
pares for action, 80. Totally defeated, ibid. His 
bravery, 81. Flies to the Decan, 82. Befieges Bram- 
pour, ib id . His affairs ruined, 83. Is pardoned by his 
father, ib id . Prepares to rebel, 10 1. Informed of the 
death of his father, 114- Marches toward the capital,
1 15 . Proclaimed emperor, 116 , His titles, 120. 
His Pomp, ib id. Attention to bufinefs, 121. His chil­
dren, 122. His great abilities, ib id. Vigour of his go­
vernment, 125. His clemency, 127. Enraged againft 
Lodi, 129. Alarmed at his efcape, 136. Prepares to 
invade the Decan, 137. Arrives and detaches armies 
into the enemy’s country, 138. Refides at Brampour, 
140. His vigilance, ibid. And magnificence, 14 1. 
Rewards Abdalla, 148 Remits the taxes, 149* 
thofe who had fuffered by a public calamity, 15 1. Re­
turns to Agra, 152. Perfecutes the Hindoos, 153. 
Enraged againft the Portuguefe, ibid. Sends Mohabet 
to the Decan, 157. Progrefs to Calhmire, 160. Re­
turns to Agra, 163. Refolves to invade the Decan, 
166. Leaves Agra, 167. Lays wafte the enemy’s 
country  ̂ 168. Reduces the Decan, ibid. Returns to 
Ajmere, 169. Makes peace with Perfia, 173. A foe 
to oppreffion, 176. Punilhes oppreffive governors, 177. 
His excellent government, ib id . His juftice, x 84. 
Gardens of Shalimar, 189. Arrives at Agra, ib id . 
Sends his fon Morad againft the Ufbecs, 196. Dif- 
graces that prince for difobedience, 198. Returns to 
Lahore, 202. Jealous of his fons, ibid. Refides at 
Delhi, 204. Makes Jumla vifier, 217 . Makes a tour 
to the north, 218. He falls fick, 224. Removed to 
Agra from Delhi, 225. Recovers, 226. His favour 
for Dara, 227. His great perplexity, 244, His charge

to



to Data, 246. His behaviour to him after his defeat, 
255. \\ rites to him, 264. His letter intercepted,
265.  ̂ His fchemes to feize Aurungzebe, ibid. He is 
deceived and taken, 266. Offers the empire to Ma- 
hommed, 267. How he receives the news of Aurung- 
zebe’s having mounted the throne, 279. Reflexions 
on his reign, 281. And character, 282. RejeXs the 
propofals of Aurungzebe, 372. His fierce anfwer to 
his fon, 373. His death, 389. Anecdotes of his pri­
vate life, 390, 391.

Shaivriar, appointed by will to fucceed to the throne, 113 . 
Defeated, 114 .

Shere Ajkuti, 21. Marries Mher-ul-Niffa, 25* His fpi- 
rit and high birth, 26. Fights and though unarmed 
kills a tyger, 27. Defeats a defign againft his life, 28, 
Difcomfits forty affaffins, 29. He is murdered, 3 1 .

Sitika (Amir) rebels, 41.
Soliman, the fon of Dara, 234. Surprifes and defeats 

Suja, 235. Deferted by his army, 287. Flies to Se- 
rinagur, 288. His flight, 359. He is taken and deli­
vered up to Aurungzebe, 360. His behaviour in the 
prefence of that prince, 362.

Succeffion to the throne (the mode of), 119.
Suja (prince,) prefented to his father, 121. His age at 

his father’s acceiTion, 122. Married to the daughter 
of Ruftum Suffavi, of the royal line of Perfia, 157. 
E^pences on the marriage, Hid. Sent to command un­
der Mohabet, 158. Is recalled, 160. Promoted, 175. 
Made governor of Bengal, 17 6. Narrow efcape, 177. 
Sent to command in Cabul, 203. Returns to Bengal, 
206. Pays his refpeXs at court, 209. His character, 
230. He takes the'field, 233. Surprifed and defeated 
by Soliman, 235. His preparations againft Aurung­
zebe, 296. On full march, 298. Fortifies himfelf, 
299. Plis great refolution, 301. Defeated, 303 
War againft him, 336. His preparations, 337. At­
tacked in his finest 338. Retreats, 339. Defeated 
near Tanda, 343. His fufpicions, 345, and generous 
behaviour to Mahommed, 346. Driven from Bengal, 
348. Takes refuge in Arracan, 349. His uncommon 
misfortunes, 350. Ordered to leave Arracan, 35** 
His refolution, bravery, misfortunes, and murder, 35^* 
Deplorable fate of his family, 353.

Sujait,



I N D E X .

St]ait, quells an infurretlion in Bengal, 39. Slain by 
Mohabet, 92.

Suria Banu (the princefs), her mild and amiable charac­
ter, 122.

T
Tartars, their ideas on government, 119.
Tirbiet, fent ambaflador to Perfia, 400. Ill received by 

Shaw Abas, 402. His return from Perfia, 405.
Tuckt laoos, the famous peacock throne, 164.

U
Vifter Bee flam, 95.
JJJbecs, their irruption, 84. Their decline, 1 17. Civil 

commotions, 118 . Invade India, 124. Repulfed, 
125. Another irruption, 129. Embafiy to them, 164. 
Incurfions, 19 1. Defeated by the prince Morad, 196. 
Their prince flies to Perfia, 198. Overthrown by Au- 
rungzebe, 20x. They fubmit, 202. Apply for aid, 
207.

W
Walli, king of the Ufbecs, flain, 1 18.
War, with the Ufbecs, 195. On the coaft of Malabar, 

365. In Bijapour, 41 1 .

Z
Wine of Shiraz, 272.
Ziffer J-ung feizes Morad, ibid.
Ziman, the fon of Mohabet, joins his father, 123. Com 

mands the army, 152. Death, 169.
Zingis, the Ufbec, invades India, 129.
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