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Their infolence to Shaw
Jehan - bid

e
Hugl y taken by Aflault 1
Rrvo]ty of the Raji of 2
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ADVERTISEMENT.

THOUGH the Author of this volume de-
rives by far the greatelt part of his fa&ts from
Eaftern writers, he has not overlooked the inter-
rupted gllmpfes of the tranfaltions in the Mogul
' empire, preferved by intelligent Europeans, who
travelled, the laft century, into India. He relies
upon their authority with regard to what they had
Jeen. - He prefers the accounts of domeftic writers,
to what they only heard. He draws his informa-

tion chiefly from the following authors; and the
originals are, at this' moment, in his hands.

I. MiraT UL WARIDAT; or, The MIRROR OF
OgCcuRrRRENCES; written by MaHOMMED SHUF-
_FIA of Delhi. He undertook the work at the
requeflt of Byram Chan, in the reign of Ma-
hommed Shaw. He profeffes his book to be a
continuation of the work of Ferifhta; and it
contains a compendious hiftory of the Mogul
Empire, from the death of ALhar, to the in-
vafion of Nadir Shaw.

II. Jemancire Namma ; or, Tiig 'I‘IISTORY OF
THE EMPEROR JEHANGIRE. By MaTimip
Cran of Delhi.

III. SHaw Jeman Namma; or, Tur HisTory
or THE EMPLrOR SHAW Jeman. By Mirza

Casim, the fon of Mirza Awmuy, private fe-
Vo, III, ; b cretary
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cretary to Aurungzébe. Our Author fucceeded
his father in that office.

IV. Rose NAmma; or, A Journal of the firlt
Ten Years of Aurungzébe. By the fame
Weriter.

V. ArLumcire Namma; or, Tue HisTory or
ALLUMGIRE or AURUNGZEBE. By the fame.
This work is little more than an abridgment of -
the above.

VI. MiraT Avrrum; or; Tue MIRROR oF THE
WorLp. By Nazir Bucrrar CHAN, a
man of letters, who led a private life near Fe.
riddbad, within a few miles of Agra. This

- work contains the hiftory of the firft Ten Years
of Aurungzébe,

»
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A
DISSERTATION
CONCERNING THE

ORIGIN axp NATURE or DESPOTISM

IN

02 (s St i 5 14 g e’ SR L'

GOVERNMENT derives its form from acci- The cli-
dent ; its fpirit and genius from the.inherent man- ?‘?ltgfa’iﬁ__
ners of the people. The languor occafioned by dia,
the hot climate of India, inclines -the natives to
indolence and eafe ; and he thinks the evils of
defpotifm lefs fevere than the labour of being free.
Tranquillity is the chief object of his defires. His
happinefls confifts in a mere abfence of milery ;

and oppreflion muft degenerate into a folly, whicl
defeats its own ends before he calls it by the name

of injuftice. Thefe phlegmatic fentiments the In-

dian carries into his future ftate. He thinks it a

mode of being, in which paffion is loft, and eve-

ry faculty of the foul fufpended, except the con-
fcioufnefs of exiftence.

Other motives of paflive obedience join iffue favouratie
with the love of eale, The fun, which enervates o defpo-
his body, produces for him, in a manner {ponta- g
neoufly,. the various fruits of the earth. He

Vor. IIL B finds
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finds fubfiltence without much toil ; he requires
little covering but the fthade. The chill blaft of
winter is unknown ; the feafons are only marked
by an arbitrary number of nights and days. Pro-
‘perty being in fome meafure unneceflfary, be-
comes of little value ; and men fubmit, without
refiftance, to violations of right, which may hurt
but cannot deftroy them. ‘Their religious infti-
tutions incline them to peace and fubmiffion. The
vulgar live with the aufterity of philofophers, as
well as with the abftinence of devotees. Averfe
themfelves to the commiffion of crimes, they re-
fent no injuries from others ; and their low diet
cools their temper to a degree which paffion can-
not inflame. :
Encourage  Lhe fertility of the foil, which in other king-
conquefl.  doms conflitutes the great profperity of the na-
-tives, was a fource of misfortune to the Indians.
-Notwith{tanding their abftinence and indolence,
they were in fome degree induftrious, and, in want
of but few things themfelves, their own arts, and
the natural productions of their country, rendered
them opulent. © ‘Wealth accumulated, in the pro-
grefs of time, upon their hands ; .and they became
objed&s of depredation to the fierce nations of the
northern Afia. 'I'he facility of incurfion, among
a peaceable and harmlefs race of men, encourag-
ed conqueft. The viftors, inftead of carrying
the fpoil into their native country, fat down
where it had been found; and added the mini-
ftration of the conquéered to the other enjoyments
of wealth.
Afia al- Aflia, the feat of the greatet empires, has
e of © been always the nurfe of the moft abject flaves.
flavery. ~ The mountains of Perfia have not been able to
ftop the progrefs of the tide .of defpotifm ; nei-
ther has it been frozen in its courfe through the
plains of the northern Tartary, by the chill air

of
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of the North. Bat though defpotifim governs
Afia, it appearsin different countries under vari-
ous forms. The Arabs of the defertalone pof-
fefs liberty, on account of the fterility of their
foil. Independent of revolution and change,
they fee, with unconcern, enipires falling and
rifing around. They remain unco“quu..d by
arms, by luxury, by corruption; they alier ot their
language, they adbere to their cuffoms and mana
ners, they retain their drefs. Their whole property
confifts of flocks and herds, of their tents and arms.
They annually make a fmall ‘and voluntary pre-
fent to the chief of their blood. They revolt
againft opprefiion ; and they are free by neccfiity,

which they miftake for choice. ~When men are
" obliged to wander for {ubfiftence, defpotifm
knows not where to find its flaves.

The Tartar, though a wanderer like the Arab, Nature of
was never equally free. A violent ariftocracy al- b
ways prevailed in the country of the former, ex-
cept in a few fhort periods, when the fortune of
one eftablifhed a tranfient defpotifm over the
whole. There man is armed againft man, chief
againft chief, and tribe againft tribe. War is no
longer a particular profeffion, but the conftant
occupation of all. Men are more afraid of men
in the folitudes of Tartary, than of beafts of
prey. The traveller moves with great circum-
fpection, and hears an enemy in every blait of
wind. When he fees a tra&t in the fand, he
croffes it, and begins to draw his fword. . Though
the barrennefs of the country has prevented the
growth or introdution of luxury, avarice prevails;
and he that has the lealt to lofe is the moft inde-
pendent, where lifé is invariably rifqued for a tri-
fling {poil. Robbery acquires the more honour-
able name of Conqueft ; and the affaffin is dig-
nified with the title of Wartior.

B2 In
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In the mountains which feparate Perfia from?
India, the nature and face of the country have
formed a different fpecies of fociety. Every val-
ley contains a community fubjeét to a prince,
whofe defpotifim is tempered, by an idea eftablifh-
ed among his people, that he is the chief of their
blood, as well as their fovereign. They obey
him without reluftance, as they derive credit to
their family from his greatnefs. They attend him *
in his wars, with the attachment which children
have for a parent; and his government, though
fevere, partakes more of the rigid difcipline of a
general, than of the caprice of a defpot. Rude
as the face of their country, and fierce and wild
as the {torms which cover their mountains, they
love incurfion and depredation, and delight in
plunder and in battle. United firmly to their
friends in war, to their enemies faithlefs and cruel.
They place juftice in force, and conceal treachery
under the name of addrefs. Such are the Afgans
or Patang\, who conquered India, and held it for
ages.. o _ :
‘The defpotifm which the Patans eftablifhed in
their conquefts, partook of the violence of their
national charaéter at home. Their government
was  opprefiive through pride, and tyrannical
from paffion rather than from avarice. Reinforc-
ed by fucceflive migrations from the mountains
of Afganiltan, they retained their native fpirit in
the midlt of the luxuries of India. When the
monarch became voluptuous and degenerate,
they fupplied his place with fome hardy chieftain
from the north, who communicated his own vi
gour to the great machine of the {tate. The em-
pire was fupported by a fucceflion of abilities,
rather than bya hereditary fucceflion of princes ;
and 1t was the countrymen, ‘and not thz polterity

0
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of the firft conquerors, who continued the do-
minion of the Patins over India.

The conqueft of India by the family of Timur, fom that
proceeded from the abilities of one man, and 37.5..
not from the effort of a nation.  Baber himfelf
was a f{tranger in the country in which he reigned,
before he penetrated beyond the Indus. His
troops confifted of foldiers of fortune, from
various countries; his officers were men who
owed their rank to merit, not to fucceflion.  The
religion of Mahommed, which they in common
profefled, and their obedience to one leader,
were' the only ties which: united - the conquerors
upon their arrival; and they were foon diffipated
in the extenfive dominions which their arms
{fubdued. The charafter of the prince went down
on the current of government; and the mild
difpofition of his fucceflors contributed to con-
firm the humane defpotifm which he had intro-
duced into his conquelfts.

A continued influx of ftrangers from the Caufe of
northern Afia, became neceffary for the fupport {/¢ 4
of princes who profefled a different faith with
their fubjedts, in the vait empire of India. - The
army was recruited with foldiers from different
nations ; the court was occupied by nobles from
various kingdoms. The latter were followers of
the Mahommedan religion. - In the regulations
and {pirit of the Coran, they loft their primary
‘and characteriftical ideas upon government; and
the whole fyftem was formed and enlivened by the
limited principles which Mahommed promulgated
in the defarts of Arabia.

The faith of Mahommed is peculiarly calculat- ¢ om their
ed for defpotifm; and it is one of the greateft religion.
caufes which muft fix for ever the duration of
that fpecies of government in the Faft.” The le-
giflator furnifhes a proof of this pofition in his

ow
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own condud@t. Tle derived his fuccefs from the
fword, more than from his eloquence and addrefs.
The tyranny he eftablithed was of the moft ex-
tenfive kirid. He enflaved the mind as well as
the body. The abrupt argument of the {word
brought conviétion, when perfuafion and delufion
failed. Heeffeted a revolution and change in
the human mind, as well as in ftates and empires;
and the ambitious will continue to fupport a fyf-
tem which laysits foundation on the paflive ‘obe-
dience of thofe whom Fortune has once placed
beneath their power. :

The uniimited power which Mahommedanifin
gives toevery man in his own family, habituates
mankind to flavery. Every child is taught, from

his infancy, to look upon his farher as the abfolute

difpofer of life and death.  The number of wives

and concubines which the more wealthy and pow-

erful entertain, isa caufe of animofity and quar-
rel, which nothing but afevere and unaccountable
power in the mafter of a family can reprefs.
‘This private fpecies of defpotifm is, in miniature,
the counter-part of what prevails in the ftate;
and it has the fame effect, in reducing all the pal-
fions under the dominion of fear. Jealoufy itfelf,
that molt violent of the feclings of the foul, is
curbed within the walls of 'the ‘haram. The wo-
men may pine in fecret, but they muft clothe
their features with ‘cheerfulnefs when their lord
appears.  Contumacy is produltive of immediate
punithment. They are degraded, divorced, chal-
tifed, and even [ometimes put ‘to death, accord-
ing to the degree of their crime or obftinacy, or
the wrath of the offended hufband. No enquiry
is made concerning their fate. Their friends may
murmur ; but the laws provide no redrefs; for
no appeals to public juftice iffue forth from the
haram. -

Young
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Young men, with their minds, moulded to fub- ofthe maf-
jeftion, become themfelves malters of families in it
the courfe of time. ‘Their power being confined
within their own walls, they exercile, in private,
that defpotifm which they in public dread. But
though they are freed from domeftic tyranny, they
ftill continue flaves. Governors, magiftrates, and
inferior officers, invefted with the power of the
principal defpot, whofe will is law to the empire,
exercife their authority with rigour. The idea of
paflive obedience is carried through every vein of
the ftate. The machine connedted in all its parts,
by arbitrary fway, is moved by the adlive {pirit
of the prince ; and the lenity or oppreflivenels of
government, in all its departments, depends upon
the natural difpofition of his mind. |

The law of compenfation for murder, autho- Law of
rifed by the Coran, is attended with pernicious gampenta.
effeds. It deprefles the {pirit of the poor; and murder.
encourages the richin the unmanly paffion of re-
venge. The price of blood in India is not the
third part of the value of a horfe. The innate
principles of juftice and humanity arve weakened,
by thefe means; fecurity is, taken from fociety,
as rage may frequently get the better of the love
of money. A religion which indulges individuals
in a crime, at which the reft of mankind fhudder,
leaves ample room for the cruelty of a prince.
Accuftomed to fit in judgment on criminals, he
becomes habituated to death. He miltakes pafiion
for juftice. His nod is condemnation ; men are
dragged to execution, with an abruptnels which
prevents fear. ‘I'he incident has no conlequence,
but to imprefs terror on the guilty or {ufpected ;
and the {pe@ators fcarcely heed a circumftance,
which its frequency hias made them to expedt.

The frequent bathing inculcated by the Coran, Batlivg-
has, by debilitating the body, a great effe® on

the



viii

Predefti-
nation.

DISSERTATION ON THE ORIGIN

the mind. Habit makes the warm bath a luxury
of a bewitching kind. The women fpend whole
days in water ; and haften by it the approach of
age. 'T'he indolence of the men, which induces
them to follow every mode. of placid pleafure, re-
commends to them a pra&ice which Mahommed
has made a tenet of religion. The prohibition of
wine s allo favourable to defpotifm. It prevents
that free communication of fentiment ' which
awakens mankind from a torpid indifference to
their natural rights.  They become cold, timid,
cautious, referved and interefted; flrangers to
thofe warm paffions, and that cheerful elevation of
mind, which render men in {fome 'meafure honeft
and fincere. In the Eaft, there ‘are no public
places of meeting, no communications of fenti-

-1ents, no introduéion to private friendthip. A

fullennels, and a love of retirement prevail,
which difunite mankind j and as all affociations
among men are prevented, the hands of govern-
ment are ftrengthened by the very virtue of tem-

perance. '
~ The dofttine of a rigid fate, or abfolute pre-
deftination, which forms one of the principal te-
nets of the Mahommedan relipion, hasa great in-
fluence on the' ‘chara@er and manners of men.
‘When this opinion is adopted as an article of faith,
the neceflity of precaution is inculcated in vain.
The fatalift begins an aQion becaufe human na-
ture is incapable of abfolute idlenefs ; but when
a love of repofe invites him, when an obftacle
arifes before him to thwart his defigns, he has no
motive for perfeverance.  He waits for another
day, perhaps for another month : he at laft trufts
the whole to Providence, and makes God the
agent in his very crimes. Mifcarriage can be no
difgrace where fuccefs depends not on abilities 5
and
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and the general who lofes a battle through his
own pufillanimity, lays the blame upon Providence.

The extenfive polygamy permitted by the
law of Mahommed, has a fatal effe&t on the
minds of his followers ; but it has its advantages
as well as its defe@s. "The peculiar nature of
the climate fubjefts women to difeafes, and hurries
them forward in a few years to age. 'One man
retains his vigour beyond the common f{occeflion
of three women through their prime ; and the law
for a multiplicity of wives is neceflary for the fup-
port of the human race. Butthe cuftom weakens

Polygamr.

paternal affeGtion; for as a hufband cannot equally

divide his regard among many women, the chil-
dren of the favourite will be preferred. Even
thefe will not be much beloved. The lofs of a
child is no misfortune ; and the care of preferving
it is leffened, by the opportunity which the num-
ber of his women furnifhes to the father for be-
getting more. The child himfelf is no ftranger
to this indifference; and he fails in proportion in
his duty. Befides, the jealoufy between mothers
1'\ the haram grows into hatred among their fons.

¢ affe@ion between brothers is annihilated at
home; and when they iffue forth into the world,
they carry their animofities into all the various
tranfaétions of life.

"Thefe religious tenets, which are fo favourabl
to defpotifm, are accompanied with fingular opi-
nions and cuftoms, which are abfolute enemies to
Areedom ‘and independence. The concealiment
of their women is facred among the Mahomme-
dans. Brothers cannot vifit them in private;
ftrangers: muft never fee them. This exceflive
jealoufy is derived from various caufes. It pro-
ceeds from religion, which inculcates female mo-
defty ; it arifes partly from the policy of govern-
ment ; it is °r1ved from the nature of the cli-

mate,
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mate, where continence is a more arduons virtue
than in the bleak regions of the north. Honoar

- confifts in that which men dre moft folicitous to

fecure. 'Yhe chaftity of his wives is a point,
without which the Afiatic muft not live. The
defpot-encourages the opinion; as the pofieflion
of the women of his moit powerful fubjeéls isa
fuflicient pledge for their faith, when abfent in
expedition and war. ’

When the governor of a province falls under
the fufpicion of difaffection for his prince, the
firlt flep taken againit him, is an order iffued fqr
fending his women to court. Even one of his
wives, and fhe too mnot the beflt beloved, will
bind him to his aliegiance. His obedience to this
mandate is the true teft of his defigns., If he in-
ftantly obeys, all fufpicions vanifh; if he hefitates
a moment, he is declared a rebel. His affefion
for the woman is not the pledge of his fidelity;
but his honour is, in her perfon, in the cuftody
of his fovereign. Women are fo facred in India,
that even the common {foldiery leave them unmo-
lefted in the midft of flaughter and devaftation.
The haram is a fanctuary againft all the licenti-
oufnels of viGtory; and ruffians, covered with
the blood of a hufband, fhrink back with confu-
fion from the fecret apartments of his wives.

In the filence which attends defpotifin, every
thing is dark and folemn. Juftice itfelf is exe-
cuted with privacy ; and fometimes a folitary gun,
fired at midnight from the palace of the defpot,
proclaims the work of death. Men indulge
themfelves under the veil of fecrecy; and rejoice
in their good fortune, when their pleafures can
elcape the eye of their prince. Voluptuoufnefs
is, therefore, preferred to luxury. The enjoy-
ment of the company of women is the chief ob-
je&t of life among the great; and when they re-

tire
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tire into the fan&uary of the haram, they forget,
in a variety of charms, their precarious fituation
in the (tate. The neceflary privacy enhances the
indulgence ; and the extreme fenfibility, perhaps,
peculiar to the natives of a hot climate, carries
pleafure to an excels which ummans the mind.
Men are- poffefled of fomething which they are
afraid to lofe; and defpoufm, which is founded
on the principles of fear and indolence, derives
ftability and permanency from the défeéts and
vices of its flaves.

The feeds of defpotifim, which the nature of Refledi-
the climate and fertility of the foil had fown in °™
India, were, as has been obferved, reared to per-
fe& growth by the Mahommedan faith. When
a people have been long fubjeted to arbitrary
power, itheir return to liberty is arduous and al-
moft impotlible. = Slavery, by the {trength of cuf-
tom, is blended with human nature; and that
undefined fomething, called Public Virtue, exifts
no more.  The fubjett never thinks of reforma-
tion; and the prince, who only has it in his
power, will introdice no innovations to abridge
his own authority. Were even the defpot pol-
fefed of the enthufiafin of public fpirit, the peo-
ple would revolt againft the introduttion of free-
dom; and revert to that form of government,
which takes the trouble of Tegulation from their
hands.

The fimplicity of defpotifm recommends it to ov the na-
an indolent and ignorant race of men. Its .obvi- ™
ous impartiality, its prompt juftice, its immediate
feverity againft crlmea, dazzle the eyes of the fu-
perficial, and raife in their minds a veneration
little fhort of idolatry for their prince. When he
is aftive and determined in his meafures, the great
machine moves with a velocity which throws vi-
gour into the very extremitics of the empire.

His
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His violence, and even his caprices, are virtues,
where the waters muft be always agitated to pre.
ferve their fre(hnefs ; and indolence and irrefolu-
tion can be his only ruinous vices. The firft in-
deed may injure the ftate; but by the latter it
muft be undone. A fevere prince, by his jea-
loufy of his own authority, prevents the tyranny
of others; and, though fierce and arbitrary in
himfelf, the fubjet derives a benefit from his be.
ing the fole defpot.  His rage falls heavy on the
dignified flaves of his prefence; but the people
efcape his fury in their diftance from his hand.
‘I'he defpotic form of government is not, how-
ever, {o terrible in its nature, as men born in
free countries are apt to imagine. Though no
civil regulation can bind the prince, there Is one
great law, the ideas of mankind with regard to
right and wrong, by which he is bound. -When
he becomes an aflaflin, he teaches others to ufe
the dagger agdinft himfelf; and wanton a&s of
injuftice, often repeated, deftroy by degrees that
opinion which is the fole foundation of his power.
In the indifference of his fubje@s for his perfon
and government, he becomes liable to the con-
fpiracies of courtiers, and the ambitious fchemes
of his relations. - Te may have many _ flaves, but
he can have no friends. His perfon is expofed to
injury. A certainty of impunity may arm even
cowards againft him 5 and thus, by bis exceflive
ardour for power, he with his authority lofes his
life. . " :
Defpotifm appears in its moft engaging form,
under the Imperial houfe of Timur. The un-
common abilities of molt of the princes, with the
mild and humane chara&er of all, rendered Hin-
doftan the moll flourifhing empire in the world
during two complete centuries. The manly and
gencrous temper of Baber permitted not oppreffi-
on
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on to attend. the vi€ories of his fword. He camé
with an intention to govern the nations whom he
fubducd H and felfifh motives joined iffue with hu-
manity in not only 'i"parmg, but prote&mﬂ' the
vanquifhed. His invafion was no abrupt incurfi-

on for plunder; and he thought the ufual income .

of the crown a {ufficient reward for his toil. His
nobles were gratified with the emoluments of go-
vernment ; and, from difpofition, an enemy to
ufelefs pomp and grandeur, he chofe that his
treafury fhould be gradually filled with the furplus

xi1

of the revenue, than with the property of indivi- -

duals, whom the fortune of war bad placed be-
neath his power. Awed by his high charadter,
the companions of his victories carried his mild-
nefs and ftrict equity through all the departments
" of government. ‘The tyranny of the family of
Lodi was forgotten; and the arts, which had

been fupprefled by a violent defpotifm, began to

rear their heads, under the temperate dominion
of Baber.

Humaioon, though not equal in abilities to his
father, carried all his mild virtues into the throne.
He was vigilant and a&tive in the adminiftration
of juftice, he fecured property by his edi¢ts ; and,
an enemy to rapacity himfelf, he punifhed the
oppreflive avarice of his deputies in the provinces.
The troubles which difturbed his reign were the
effect of the ambition of others; and his expul-
fion from the throne was lefs a misfortune to him
than to his fubje¢ts. When he returned with
vi&tory, he left the mean paflion of revenge be-
hind. . He punifhed not his people for his own
difafters; he feemed to forget the palt, in the
prolpett of doing future good. .’I'he nations of
India felt, by the benefit received from his pre-
lence, how much they had loft by his abfence.
‘Though worn out under a fucceflion of tyrants,

during
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during his exile, Hindoftan began to revive when
he re-mounted the throne. His fudden and un-
expetted death portended a ftorm, which was
diffipated by the fplendid abilities and virtues of
his fon. )
“Alkbar was pofleflfed of Baber’s intrepidity in
war, of Humaloon’s mildnefs in peace. Bold,
manly, and enterprizing, he was an enemy to
oppreflion; and be hated cruelty, as he was a
ftranger to fear. In the more fplendid bufinefs
of the field, he forgot not the arts of peace. He
eftablithed, by edi&, the right of the fubje& to
transfer his property without the confent of the
crown, and by ordering a regifter of the fixed
rents of the lands to be kept in the courts of juf-
tice in every diilrit, he took from his officers the
power of opprefling the people. Severe in his
juftice, be never forgave extortion. He promot-
ed juft complaints againft the fervants of the
crown, by various proclamations. He encou-
raged trade, by an exemption of duties through
the interior provinces; and by the invariable
proteftion given to merchants of all nations. He
regarded neither the religious opinions, nor the
countries of men: all who entered his dominions
were his fubjects, and they had a right to his juf-
tice. e iffued an edi& which was afterwards
revived by Aurungzébe, that the rents thould not
be increaled upon thofe who improved their lands ;
which wile regulation encouraged induftry, and
became a fource of wealth to the ftate.
Jehangire; though unfit for the field, trod in
his father’s path in regulating the civil affairs of
the ftate. TImpreffed with a hich fenfe of the abi-
lities of Akbar, he continued all his edidks in
foree ; and he was the invariable proteCtor of the
people againlt the rapacity and tyranny of his
‘own officers,  In his adminiftration of juflice, he
: was
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was ferupulous, fevere, and exa&; and if he
at any time gave a wrong. decifion, it proccaded

from a weaknf:fb, rather than from a vice of the _

mind.

His fon, Shaw Jehin, was poffeficd of better
parts, and was more attentive than ]Lhmg]r{. to
the bufinufs of the fubject. He was minutely ac-
quainted with the ftate of the empire, and being
free from that caprice and whim which threw a
kind of difgrace on the authority of his father, he
rendered his people happy by the gravity, julm.e,
and folemnity of his decifions. The empire flou-
rithed under his upright and able adminiflration.
Oppreflion was unknown from the officers of the
crown, on account of the vigilance of the empe-
ror; and the firi& impartiality which he efta-
blifhed in the courts of jultice, diminifbed inju-
ries between man and man.

Aurungzebe, to whom bufinefs was amufe-
ment, added the molt extenfive knowledge of the
affairs of the empire, to an unremitting appllca-
tion. He made himfelf minutely acquainted with
the revenue paid by every diftri¢t, with the mode
of proceeding in the inferior courts, and even
with.the charater and difpofition of the feveral
judges. He ordered the regifter of the rents to
be left open for the infpettion of all, that the
people might diftinguifh extortion from the jul'f:
demands: of the crown. He commanded, that
men verfed in the ufages of the feveral courts, in
the precepts of the Coran, and in the regulations
eftablithed by ediéts, fhould attend at the public
expence, and give their opinion to the poor in
matters of litigation. He eftablifhed a mode of
appeal beyond certain fums; and he difgraced
judges for an error in judgment, and pm‘.u‘h‘i
them feverely for corruption and partiality. His
allivity kept the great machine of government in

motion
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motion through all its members : his penetrating
eye followed oppreflion to its moft fecret retreats,
and his ffern jultice eftablithed tranquillity, an.d
fecured property over all his extenfive domi-
nions. :

When Baber, at the head of his army, took
pofleflion of the dominions of the Imperial family
of Lodi, he continued to the crown the ‘property
of all the lands. 'Fhefe being annually rented
out to the fubject, furnifhed thole immenfe reve-
nues which fupported the unequalled {plendor of
his fucceflors in the throne. The property of in-
dividuals confifted, at firft, of moveables and mo-
ngy only; and the officers of the crown could
not even difpofe of thefe by will, without the
written confent of the prince. Time, however,
wrought a change in things. The pofterity of
Baber alienated, for particular fervices, eltates
from the crown in perpetuvity ; and thele defcend-
ed in fucceflion by will, or if the proprietor died
inteftate, by an equal divifion to his children, ac-
cording to the law of the Coran. This kind of

_ property was allo transferable by fale; and it has
property y 5

been judged, that one third part of the empire
was given away by this [pecies of grants from the
crown. _

Thele grants, however, were not always a fuf:
ficient fecurity againft the violence of the crown.
Some of the emperors found themfelves obliged
to refume many eftates by an edi&t; and it mulft
beconfefled, that political neceflity juftified the
meafure. Princes who contended for the empire
were lavith in their donations; and, had not an
afl of reflumption fometimes taken place, the re-
venue of the crown would, in procefs of time,
bave been annibilated. There was, however, a
kKind of equivalent given to the proprietors; a
penfion was fetiled upon themfelves, and their

children
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children were received into the fervice of the go-
vernment. The wealth of the officers of the
crown is, after their death, confidered as Impe-
rial property ; but unlefs it is immenfe, it is ne=
ver appropriated by the prince; and even in that
cafe, a proper provifion is made for the children,
and they have, by an eftablifhed cuftom, a right
to. be employed in fome of the departments of
the ftate. The women of the deceafed receive
annual penfions according to their rank; and
they may either live in widowhood, or make
new alliances by marriage.

The Mogul fyftem of government admits of no Oftitlesof
hereditary honours. Every man muft owe his ™"
preferment and rank to himfelf, and to the favour
of his prince. High birth, however, was re-
fpected ; and, to a perfon of abilities, it was a
great recommendation at the court of princes
proud of their own noble origin. The ranks
and degrees of nobility were for the moft part
official, excepting thofe of the military kind.
Judges, men of letters, and eminent merchants,
have been frequently dignified with titles, and
admitted into the circle of the principal nobles
in the Imperial prefence. The nobles confifted
of three orders. The Emirs, who were the firft
officers of ftate, and the viceroys of provinces;
the CuaNs, who held high pofts in the army;
and the BaHaDURs, who may in fome meafure
be compared to our knights. The number of
which thefe three orders confifted was arbitrary,
and each of them had peculiar privileges- in the
empire, and a demand on the refpect of the un-
dignified part of the fubjeéts.

The courfe of juftice ran through the fame gra. Form of
dations, which the general reafon of mankind
feems to have eftablithed in all countries fubject
to regular governments. The provinces were

Vou, lIL C divided
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divided into diftri@s; in each of which a judge,
appointed by the emperor, decided in criminal
as well as civil affairs. - He pronounced judg-
ment on capital offences, but his fentence was
never put in execution without the conmfent and
warrant of the governor of the province. In dif
putes concerning property, there lay an appeal
to the fupreme court, in which the viceroy pye-
fided in perfon.. Every province was, in minia-
ture, ‘a copy of the empire. Three principal
judges, with high titles of dignity, fat, with ma-

“ny affeflors, in the capital. They not only de-

juftice.

Council of

fiate.

cided upon appeals, but fuits might originate be-

fore them. 'The emperor himfeltf, in the prefence
of his nobles, prefided almoft every day in this
court, 'which generally fat for two hours in the
hall of public juftice. :

“When the matter appeared clear, the prince,
without much hefitation, pronounced: judgment;
when it was ' doubtful, witnefles were examined,
and the opinion of the judges afked on thé point
of law.: 8Should the [uit appear intricate, it was
rveferred to the judgment of the court in their
own common hall; but the fubje® might appeal
from their decifion to the emperor and his affel-
fors in the chamber of andience. Thefe courts,
both when the monarch was prefent and when he
was ablent, were left open to the people. No
judgment was ‘ever pronounced fecretly, except
when ‘the power of the delinquent rendered a
public trial dangerous to the flate.

The great officers of ftate, by a kind of pre-
feription, formed a council which anfwers to our
cabinet. The emperor-afked their advice upon
affairs'of moment;  he heard their fentiments,
but nothing came ever to a vote. They were
his advifers, but they had no controul on his pow-
er. - He frequently called to this council men in

inferior
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inferior departments ; and when the deliberation
concerned any particular province, the nobles
beft acquainted with that part of the empire, were
admitted into the cabinet. The offences of the
firft rank of nobility came under the coghizance
of this council, as well as other matters of ftate.
They were a kind of jury, who found the matters
of fatt, and the fovereign pronounced the fens
tence. He might, by his defpotic power, iffue out
a warrant of death without their advice ; butthe
known opinions of mankind on that fubjeé bound
him likea law.

To thefe great lines of the government of the Refleéi-
Moguls, fome refleGtions may be joined. Con-°"™
quefts made by incurfion, rather than by war,
muft be retained by violence. The fword, which
obtained the empire, fupported it under the houfe
of Timur. Their fubjetts obeyed them from ne-
ceflity more than from choice ; and the lenity of
their adminiftration arofe more from the mildnefs
of their difpofition, than from the fpirit of their
regulations.  The defpotic principles of the Tar-
tars, ingrafted upon the Mahommedan tenets of
religion, led to force; and feemed to recognize
no obedience, but that which proceeded from
fear. This circumftance obliged the defpot to
inveit his deputies in the provinces with a great
partof his power ; and when they left his capital,
they only did not abfolutely rife from fubjeéts into
princes.

This communication of power, though in fome on the
meafure neceffary to command the people, became <07 ni-
dangerous to the prince. The imperial deputies
began to lofe their allegiance in proportion to
their diftance from the throne. The governors
became, in fome meafure, independent, though
they profefied obedience to the Imperial ediéts.
A certain portion of the revenue was remitted to

Cia court ;
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court; and the deputy, in a venal court, found means
frequently to retain the favour of his prince, when
he difobeyed his commands. Every idea of loyalty
was, towards the decline of the empire, deftroyed
among the people of the diftant provinces. They
heard of an emperor, asthe fuperftitious hear of
a guardian angel, whom they never behold. An
indifference for his fate fucceeded to his want of
power. A peafant, at the end of many months,
was informed of a revolution at Delhi. He ftopt
not his oxen, nor converted the plow-fhare into a
fword. He whiftled unconcerned along his field ;
and enquired not, perhaps, concerning the name
of the new prince.

Notwithftanding this indifference in the inferior
fort, the emperor every day extended fymp-
toms of his fuperior power to the very extre-
mities of his empire. Hisediéts were tranfmitted
to every diftrict; they were publicly read, and
regiftered in the courts of juftice. They became
a fecurity to the people againft the impofitions of
the governor. An appeal lay from his decifions,
by a petition to the emperor in the hall of audi-
ence. This doftrine was inculcated by the edits ;
and fome of the opprefied took advantage of the
promife of juftice which they contained. Their
petitions, whenever they found accefs to the
throne, were heard with the attention which a
jealous prince pays to his own power ; and there
are many inftances in which the governors of pro-
vinces have been feverely punithed for an aé& of
injuftice to a poor peafant. = Never to forgive op-
preflions againft the helplefs and low, was an
cltablifbed maxim among all the princes of the
houfe of Timur,

The power of difpofing of the fucceflion natu-
rally belongs to a defpot. = During his life, his
pleafure is the law. . When he dies, his authority

ceales;
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ceafes ; but the ftrength of cuftom has made his
will, in favour of any of his fons, a faperior title
to promogeniture. The power is, in fome mea-
fure neceflary. A prince having an independent
right of fucceflion to the throne, might be very
troublefome to his father in an empire eftablifhed
on the principles which we have defcribed.  The
weight which he might derive from his hopes,
would clog the wheels of government, which, under
a {yltem of defpotifm, can admit of no delays, no
obftruftions, no divided or limited power. Per-
fonal abilities, under fuch a fyftem, are more ne-
ceflary than under eftablithed laws. A weak
prince brings more calamities than a civil war.
A minority 1s dreadful ; and it can fcarce exift,
where the voice of the prince is the living law,
which moves the whole machine of the ftate.

Neceflity frequently excufes, in the eyes of fucceffion
mankind, the worft of crimes. A prince of abi- fothe
lities, who mounts a throne in the Eaft by the ex-
clufion of an ‘elder brother, elcapes the detefta-
tion of his fubje@sfrom the good which they hope
to derive from his fuperior parts.  Even fratricide
lofes its name in felf-prefervation, combined ‘with
the public good. ' The greatnefs of ‘the crime is
eclipfed by the greatnefs of the objett.  Succefs
is a divine decifion ; and the {tate gives up the
lives of the unhappy fufferers, as a facrifice to its
own repofe..  To be born a prince, is therefore a
misfortune of the worft and moft' embarrafling
kind.  He muft die by clemency, or wade through
the blood of his family to fafety and empire,

The Hindoos, ‘or the followers of the Brahmin y;.y (.
faith, are in number far fuperior to ‘the Mahom-
medans in Hindoftan. The fyftem of  religion
which they profefs, is only perfeétly known in the
effeét which it has upon’ the manners of the peo-
ple. “Mild, humane, obedient, and"induftrious,

: they
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thev are of all nations on earth the -moft
eaﬁiy conquered and governed. Their govern-
ment, like that of all the inhabitants of Afia, is
defpotic;; it is,.in fuch a manner, tempered by
the virtuous principles inculcated by their religi-
on, that it feems milder than the molft limited

.monarchy in Europe.. Some of the reigning

princes trace their families, with clearnefs, ;above

-four thoufand years; many of them, in a dubious

manner, from the dark petiod  which we place

_beyond the flood.  Revolution and change are

things unknown 5 and ailailinations and  confpira-
‘cies never exiit:

Penal. laws are {carce known among the Hin-
_doos ; for their motives to bad actions are few.

Temperate in.their living, and  delicate in their

conftitutions, their paflions are calm, and they

" have no. objed but that of living with . comfort

1 _andjeafe, Timid and fubmiffive, from the cold-

Hindeo
gove n-
ment,

nefs of a vegetable diet, they have a natural ab.
horrence to blood. Induftrious and. frugal, they

_._po.ﬂ'éfs wealth which they never ufe;  Thofe coun-

Jfries, governed by. native. princes, which - lay be-
yond the devaftations of the Mahommedans, are
rich, and cultiyated to the higheft degree.., Their
governors encourage Iindultry, and commerce;
and. it is to the ingenuity of the Hindoos, we owe

-all the /fine manufaftures in the Faft. During

-the empire of .the Moguls, the trade of India
‘was carried on by the followers.of Brahma. . The
bankers, fcribes, and managers of finance: were
native Hindoos, and the ;wileflt - princes of . the
fanily of Timur, prote@ed. and encouraged fuch

peaceable and ufeful fubjedts. . price
The nation o the Mahrattors,  though. chiefly
compoled of Rajaputs, or that tribe of Indians
whole chief. buliaefls is. war, retain the ; mildnefs
of their countrymen in. their, domeltic ;govern-
: ment.
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ment. When their armies carry deftruétion and
death into the territories of Mahommedans, all
is quiet, happy, and regular at home. No
robbery is to be dreaded, no impofition or ob-
ftru&tion from the officers of government, no
prote&ion neceflary but the fhade. To be a
ftranger is a fufficient fecurity.  Provifions are
furnithed by hofpitality ; and when a peafant is
afked for water, he runs with great alacrity, and
fetches milk. This is no ideal picture of happi-
nefs. The Author of the Diflertation, who tra-
velled lately into the country of the Mahrattors,
avers, from experience, the truth of his obferva-
tions. But the Mahrattors, who have been re-
prefented as barbarians, are a great and rifing peo-
ple, fubje& to a regular government, the princi-
plesof which are founded on virtue.

AN
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INTO THE

STATE or BENGAL:

WI1TH A

PLAN TFOR RESTORING THAT PROVINCE TO
ITS FORMER PROSPERITY AND SPLENDOR.

STATE OF BENGAL UNDER THE MOGULS.

Preliminary Obfervations.

TH E affairs of India, though long of great Refiesi-

importance to this kingdom, have only very lately °

become objects of public attention. Fadts coming

from afar made little impreflion: their novelty

could not roufe, nor their variety amufe the mind.

‘With a felf-denial uncommon in a fpirited nation,

we heard, without emotion, of the great a&ions

of fome of our countrymen ; and, if we liftened

to any detail of oppreflions committed by others,

it was with a phlegmatic indifference, unworthy of

our boafted humanity. A general diftafte for the

fubject prevailed ; an age, marked with revoluti-

on and cha?ge, feemed ready to pals away, with-
out
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out being fenfible of events which will render it
important in the eyes of pofterity.

"The current of public opinion has, at length,
taken another direftion. Men are rouzed into
attention, with regard to a fubje& which concerns
the wellare of the ftate. They begin to decide,
mn their own minds, upen affairs which ftand in
need of theinterpofition of the nation ; and they
fhew z2n inclination to be informed, as well as a
willingnefs to corredt miftakes and to redrefs
grievances. This confideration has induced the
author of the following obfervations, to fubmit
them, with all due deference, to the public. He
has been, for years, a filent fpe@ator of the
tranfactions of the Britith nation in the Eaft ; and
it is, from the means of information which he has
poflefled, that he hopes to give fomething new to
the world. 'With hands guiltlefs of rapine and
depredation, he aflumes the pen without preju-
dice, and he will ufe it with all decent freedom
without fear.

The empire of the Hindoos over all India,
came down from the darkeft and moft remote
antiquity, to the 17oth year before the Chriftian
@ra, when it was diflolved by civil difcord and
war. Bengal, like many other provinces, ftarted
up into an independent kingdom, and was govern-
ed by fucceflive dynafties of Rajas, who chiefly
refided at the now deferted capital of, Ghor,  Un-
der thefe princes, it continued a powerful and
opulent kingdom, to the beginning . of | the thir-
tecth century, when it was Arft invaded by the
Mahommedans, under a prince of the race of
poflefled the countries near . the
fource of the Oxus, The name  of this Tartar
mvader was Eas-ul-dien ; but he was {oon, after
reduced to fubje&ion by Altumfb, the, Patan eme

peror of Delhi, who formed Bengal . into a pre-

vince,
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vince, governed by a lieutenant, who derived his
authority from the conqueror. )
Bengal, during the dominion of the Patans in ‘:&f"ﬁ::‘;

India, was frequently fubjet to reyolution and lations
change. When a prince of abilities fat on the

throne of Delhi, it held of the empire; when the
emperor was weak, it became an independent
fovereignty under its governor. When the valour

and condué of Baber put an end to the govern-

ment of the Patans at Delhi, fome of that race
remained untouched in Bengal. The misfortunes

of Humaioon, in the beginning of his reign, not

only prevented him from extending the conquefts

of his father, but deprived him even of the throne

which Baber had acquired ; and death followed

too foon, uponhis return, to permit him to reduce
- the wealthy kingdom of Bengal by his arms.

The glory of this conqueft was referved for his

fon, the illuftrious Akbar, who, by the expulfi-

on of Daodd, thelalt king of Bengal of the Pa-

tan race, annexed it, in the year 1574, to his em-

pire. Viceroys from BDelhi governed the king-

dom, from that period, till the debility of Ma-
hommed Shaw gave {cope to the ufurpation of
Aliverdi; and now, by a wonderful revolution

of fortune, the fovcrewns of that diftant province

are created by the depunes of the Eaft India Com-

Py

To gwc an enlarged idea of the fubje&, it may of Bengal.

not be improper to enquire into the mode of go-
vernment, which the Moguls eftablifhed in the
important province of Bengal. To impofe no-

thing ‘merely fpeculative npon the public, the
Writer of the Differtation has endeavoured to de-

rive his information from undoubted authority.

He has, therefore, tranflated and annexed to his

work, the commiflions granted by the court of

Delhi to ics principal ‘officers in the prov;nces :

“¥From
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From which it will appear, that the defpotifm of
the houfe of Timur was circumicribed by efta-
blifhed forms and regulations, which greatly tem-
pered the rigid feverity of that form of government,

Various Tenures under the Moguls.

THE Mogul Tartars, when they conquered
India, carried a fyltem of neceflary policy through
the countries which their arms had fubdued. In-
ftead of feizing the lands of the vanquifhed, they
confirmed them in their pofleflions., 'The number
of the conquerors bearing no proportion to the
conquered, felf-prefervation obliged the firft to
adhere together, and to hold the f{word in their
hands. Had they attempted to fettle in different
provinces, they would have foon ceafed to
be a people; and their power would have been
broken by feparation, = They rétained, therefore,
their military charatier; and, when they reduced
a province, they made the taxes, paid to former
princes, the invariable rule of their impolls.
"The people changed their lords, but if their go-
vermment fuffered any change, it was in' the fub-
ftitution of a milder defpotifm, in the place of
the fierce tyranny of the Patans. :

Many - of the Rajas, or indigenous Indian
princes, had, from the firlt eftablithment of the
Mahommedans in India, been permitted to retain
a great part of their ancient pofleflions, which
they continued to govern by their own laws, with-
out any appeal from their jurifdiction to the courts
of jultice eftablilhed by Imperial commiffions.
The only mark of homage paid by the Rajas, was
a certain annual tribute. The houfe of Timur, no
lefs remarkable for their prudence than for their
clemency and juftice, never encroached upon the

privileges
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privileges of the tributary princes. They found,
that though the Rajas paid not to the crewn abave
half the fum raifed upon the fubjet, their policy,
induftry, and good government, were fo much
{uperior to thofe of the Moguls, that the coun-
tries which they poflefled, yielded as much in pro-
portion to their extent, as thofe which they had
farmed out to Zemindars of their own nation and
faith. In the two provinces which the Britifh
nation now poflels, and which, for the future, we
will diftinguith by the general name of Bengal,
many diftrils of greater extent than any county
in Britain, are ftill poffefled by the aboriginal
Rajas.  But we are more rigid than the Moguls :
we have encroached on their privileges, and anni-
hilated their power. During the domination of
the houfe of Timur, one-fourth of Bengal was
fubjett to thefe hereditary lords.:

The divifion of the province which was more ytom-

immediately under the Mahommedan govern. medanZe-
ment, was parcelled out into extenfive diflricts, s
called Chucklas, refembling, in fome meafure,
our counties; and into lefler divifions, like our
ancient tithings. Thele were lett to Zemindars,
or farmers of the Imperial reats, who fometimes
pofleffed a whole diftri&, or chuckla ; as the Ze- ”
mindar of Purnea, whoaflumed the ftyle and ftate
of a Nabob, though only a farmer of the revenue,
under the unfortunate Surage-ul-Dowla. 'The
court of Delhi, under the belt princes, was venal.
A fum of money, fecretly and properly applied,
often fecured the pofleflion of his office to the
Zemindar during life; and he even was fometimes
enabled to tranfmit it to his heirs, till, by length
of time, they were, in fome mealure, confidered
as lords of their refpective diftriéts.

The farmers, however, had no leafe from the Their
crown of the lands over which they prefided: Power

Their
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Their authority for colleéting the rents from the
inferior tenants, was derived from a written agree-
ment, for acertain annual fum to be paid to the
treafury, exclufive of the Imperial taxes. To
prevent impofition on ‘the poorer fort, in every

-~ diftri¢t there was eftablifhied a regifter, in which

the rents and impofts upon every village and
farm were entered, and open to the infpetion of
all.  The regiftered rents and impofls were col.
leted by the Crorie of the diftrit, who was efta-
blithed in his office by an Imperial commiffion.
He was accountable for the whole, even to the
lalt Dam, as the commiffion expreffes it, to the
Fotadér or treafurer of the diltri@, who paid them
into the hands of the Dewan, or receiver-general
of the Imperial revenues in the province.

"The riglits or dues of the Dewanny, or the re-
venue paid to the crown, did not amount to above
half the fum raifed upon the fubje& by the great
farmers. Thefe were, from time to time, per-
mitted to raife the rents upon the inferior tenants,
in proportion fo the general improvement of the
lands. Thefurplus, which was known to govern-'
ment from the public regifters of the diltricts,
was, in part, allowed to the general farmers, for
the purpole of building houfes for the hufband-
men, for furnithing them with implements of
agriculture, for embanking to prevent inundati-
ons, for making refervoirs of water for the dry
feafon ; and, in general, for all expences attend-
ing the improvement and cultivation of the lands ;
which - otherwife would have rendered the ac-
counts of government intricate and perplexed.

The great farmers, however, were not per-
mitted to opprefs the tenants with exorbitant
rents; neither was it their intereft to extort from
the hufbandmen fums which would render them
incapable of cultivating their lands, and of livin

comfortably
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comfortably wpon the fruits of their toil. In the
Imperial officers of the revenue, the poor had
friends, and the Zemindar fpies upon his con-
du&t. They were fuch checks upon him, that
he could conceal nothing from their obfervation.
They tranfmitted monthly accounts of his tranf-
altions to court. If the tenants were able, with-
out oppreflion, to pay the additional rent, the
demands of the crown rofe at the explranon of
the year upon the farmer, in proportion to the
new impoft; if they were found incapable of
bearing the burden, the Zemindar was turned
out of his office for his avarice and imprudence.

A double revenue, it appears from what has A double
been already obferved, rofe to the crown from "e'emse
the lands; the ancient rent, eftablifhed at the
conqueft of India by the Moguls, and the fums
which proceeded from the annual contralts with
the great farmers. The viceroy of the province
was velted with the power of letting the lands;
and he was obliged to tranfmit to the receiver-
general a record of the fums payable by each
Zemindar. The caufe of this mode of raifing
the revenue ig obvious. The detail of accounts,
the making of contrafts with the inferior tenants,
would have rendered the bufinefs of government
too minute and too expenfive; and to have per-
mitted the general farmers to manage their dif-
trifts without either check or controul, would
have given birth to fcenes of oppreflion, which
Fate had referved for an unfortunate people, to
our times. The Mogul empire is now no more ;
and the fervants of the freeft nation upon earth
have left the body of the people to the mercy of
the Zemindars.

The general farmers of diftriCts were not the Various
only perfons known by the name of Zemindars. g'i“““
Men, who poflcfled eftates for life, and fometimes

in
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in perpetuity, free from all taxation, by virtue
of Imperial grants, were diftinguithed by the
fame title. Thefe grants were generally given to
Jearned and religious men, to favourite fervants
at court, to foldiers who had deferved well of
their prince, and they wete relpetted by fucceed-
ingremperors, and feldom revoked. One fixth
part of the lands in Bengal had been conferred,
in perpetuity, by different princes, on their fa-
vourites and adherents. Many of thefe eftates
have fallen into the Eaft India Company. from a
failure of heirs; and others daily fall, as the pro-
perty is not transferable by fale. A minute en-
quiry might greatly increale our revenue. Many
grants faid to be derived from the emperor, are
only from the governors of the province; many
are in the pofleffion of men who cannot trace their
blood to the original proprietors. A fucceffion
of revolutions has rolled one part of Bengal upon
the other; and it is not hitherto fettled from
confufion.

Lands were held by a tenure lefs permanent,
of the emperors of Hindoltan. A firmian or Im-
perial mandate, called by the name of Jagieer,
was iffued frequently to particular men. This
fpecies of grant was for no term of years. It was
given through favour, and revocable at pleafure.
When any perfon was raifed to the rank of an
©Oinrah, it was an eftablithed rule to confer upon
him an eftate, for the fupport of his dignity.
‘This, bowever, was nothing more than an aflign-
ment on the revenues of the crown, arifing from
a fpecified tract of land in a diftri&, named in
the body of the grant. The grantee had no bufi-
nefls with the tenants, as he never refided on the
eitate allotted for his fubliftence. Ile fent his
agent every leafon to the public officers of the
dillricl ; and his receipt to them, for bhis allow-

ance,
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ance, was received by the Dewan, as a part of
the Imperial revenue. No conditions of fervice,
none for the maintenance of troops, was annexed _
to this grant. Thefe are the fables of men who
carried the feudal ideas of Europe into their re-
lation of the ftate of' India. The armies of the
empire were paid out of the public treafury.
Every province had its particular eftablithment
of troops, which the governors were impowered
to augment in times of rebellion and commo-
tion.

During the domination of the houfe of Timur, tenures
there was no transferable landed property in
Hindoftan ; excepting gardens, orchards, houfes,
and fome fmall portions of ground, in the envi-
rons of great cities, for which merchants and
wealthy tradefmen had obtained particular grants,
diftinguifhed by the name of Pottas. This fpe-
cies of property was repeatedly fecured by gene-
ral edicls, for the encouragement of building,
for the accommodation of citizens, and the im-
provement of towns. Grants of this kind did
not always proceed from the crown. The go-
vernors of provinces were impowered to iflue
Pottas, under certain limitations and reftriGtions :
the principal one of which was, that the ufual
rent of the ground fhould be paid regularly by
the proprietor, to the colleGtors of the Imperial
revenue. ,

Tenures of other various kinds were common under the
in Bengal, as well as in the other provinces of “@Pire:
the empire. An aflignment was frequently
granted, upon a fpecified traét of land, for the
difcharge of a certain fum; and when the fum
was paid, .the aflignment expired. Particular
farms were burdened with penfions, called Al-
tumga, to holy men and their defcendants, with-
out their ever having any concérm in the ma-

Vor. III, D nagement
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nagement of the lands. The defpot referved the
people entire to himfelf, and eftablifhed his power
by preventing oppreffion. Certain impofts were

~alfo appropriated for the maintenance of Mullas,

Defpotifm
hmited

dmone 1he
Moguls.

or priclts, for the fupport of places of worhip,
public fchools, inns, highways, and bridges.
"Thefe impofts were laid by the receiver-general
of the revenue, upon the different hufbandmen,
in proportion to the rent which they paid; and
the tax was diftinguithed by the name of the im-
pofitions of the Dewan.

Civil Qfficers and Courts of Fufiice.

IN ftates fubje& to defpotifm, the legiflative,
the judicial and executive power are vefted in the
prince. He is the aiive principle which exifts
in the center of the machine, and gives life and
motion to all its parts. His authority and confe-
quence, however, depend, in a great meafure,
on the degree in which he communicates his
power to his officers. If he gives them all his
authority, the reverence for his perfon is loft in
the fplendor of his deputies. If he beftows only
a fmall part of his power on his fervants, that
terror, which is the foundation of his govern-
ment, is removed from the minds of his {ubjedts ;
and a door is opened . for commotion, licentiouf-
nefs, and crimes. The emperors of India, of
the houfe of Tinrur, had, for two centuries, the
good fortune to clothe their officers with that
happy medium of authority which was fufficient
to govern, without the power of opprefling the
Dody of the people. :

The defpotifm of Hindoftan, it ought to be
obferved, Was never a government of mere ca-
price and whime The Mahommedans carried in-

te
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to their conquefts a code of laws which circums
fcribed the will of the prince.  The principles and
precepts of the Coran, with the commentaries
upon that book, form an ample body of laws,
which the houfe of Timur always obferved ; and
the pratice of ages had rendered fome ancient
ufages and ediéts {o facred in the eyes of the peo-
ple, that no prudent monarch would chufe to vi.
olate either by a wanton a& of power. It was,
befides, the policy of the prince, to protect the
people from the oppreflivenels of his fervants.
Rebellion fprung always from the great; and it
was neceffary for him to fecure a party againft
their ambition, among the low.

XXXV

The Imperial governor of a province, known Nabob.

by the corrupted name of Nabob, in the Eaft as
well as in Europe, was an officer of high dignity
and authority; but his power, though great,
was far from being unlimited and beyond con-
troul. He conferred titles below the rank of an
Omrah; he was permitted to grant eftates till
they fliould be confirmed by the crown. He ap-
pointed and difmiffed at pleafure all officers both
civil and military, excepting a few, whom we
fhall have occafion to mention, who acted by
commiffion, under the feal of the empire; and
fome of thefe, upon mifbehaviour, he could fuf-
pend till the emperor’s pleafure was known. = He
let the lands to the general farmers, in conjunc-

tion with the Dewan; but he bore no part in the -

collettion of the revenue, but by aiding the Im-
perial officers with the military power. The
Omrahs, who ferved under him in the army,
having generally, on account of the convenience,
their allowance from the emperor on the rents
of the province, he had the power, for dilobe-
dience or notorious crimes, to fufpend them from
their Jagieers, until he thould receive an anfwer

Da from
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from court, where the difpute was examined in
the cabinet. In matters of juftice, there refted
an appeal to his tribunal, from the Cazi, or chief-
juftice, though he feldom chofe to reverfe the de-
crees of that judge. Difputes where property
was not concerned, and where the eftablifhed
laws had made no provifion, were fettled by his
authority ; but he was inftruéted at his peril not
to turn the fubjefts of the empire out of the
lands, tenements, or houfes, which they them-
felves either poffefled or built, or which defcended
to them from their anceftors.

The Dewan was the officer next in dignity to
the viceroy, in the province. He derived his
commiflion from the emperor, as receiver-general
of the revenue. His office was altogether con-
fined to the adminiftration and colleftion of the
Imperial rents and taxes. He correfponded with
the minifter; he audited the accounts of the go-
vernor; and as he had entire to himfelf the
charge and difpofal of the public money, he
might, for good reafons, refufe to dilcharge any
extraordinary and unprecedented expences ; or

- to iflue out pay to new troops, raifed without ap-

parent neceflity. He prefided in the office called
Dafter Ali, or over all the Mutafiddies, or clerks
of the cheque; the Canongoes, or public regif-
ters; Crories, or colleors of the larger dif-
triéts; Fufildars, or colleGors of the leffer dif-
tricts; Fotadars, or treafurers; Chowdries, or

~chiefs of diftricts; Muckuddums, or head-men

of villages; and in general over all the officers of
the Imperial revenue,

The Crorie of every Pergunna or larger dif-
triét, derived his commiffion from the emperor.
His office, though in miniature, was the exaé
counterpart of the Dewan; being the receiver-
general of the county, if the name may be ufed,

‘ as
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as the former was of the whole province. He
was immediately accountable to the Dewan, in
whofe office he pafled his accounts, He produced
the receipts of the Fotadar or treafurer of the
Pergunna or diftrié, for the fums which he had

aid into that officer’s hands, from the colle&tions
made by the Fufildars, who, in the fubdivifions
of the Pergunna, held offices, each of which was
a counterpart of his own.

The Carchn of the larger diftricts was an officer Careun.
commiffioned by the emperor, to fettle all matters
and difputes between the tenants and the officers
of the revenue, and to preferve the ancient ufages
of the Pergunna. He was alfo a kind of {py upon
all their private as well as public tranfactions ; he
audited their accounts publicly, tranimitting co-

pies of them monthly to court, attefted by the
Sheickdars, Chowdries, and Canongoes of the
diftridt.  Thefe accounts being entered with
great regularity in the vifier’s office at Delhi, the
emperor had an immediate view of the colletions
in the province, before the general accounts of
the Dewanny were adjufted ; and this was alfo a
great check upon the office of the Dewan.

The view already prefented of the mode of co
leGing the Imperial revenue, renders it unnecef-
fary to defcend through all the inferior offices in
the department of the receiver-general. The re-
venues, it mult be obferved, were never trani-
mitted entire to the Imperial treafury in the capi-
tal of the province, much lefs into that of the
empire. The expences incurred in every diftrict
were deduéted from the receipts of the Fotadar
or treafurer of the diftri¢t; and the difburfements
of the province in general from thofe of the
Dewan. The furplus alone, which was moresor
lefs according to accident, found its way to the
Imperial exchequer. The eftimates of the Impe-

rial

Fi and other
officers.
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rial revenues are, therefore, not the fums received
in the exchequer at Delhi, but the grofs collec-
tions in every province.

The courts of juftice in Bengal, diftinguifhed
by the general name of Cutcherries, were of va-
rious kinds. They generally received their defig-
nation from the officer who prefided in each, or
within whofe jurifdition they were comprehended.
The Author of the Enquiry is not fully informed
concerning the powers of the different judges, or
the mode of proceeding in their courts. There
arofe a chain of appeal from the loweft to the
higheft. An a&ion might be removed from any
of the courts below before the Cazi of the pro-
vince, commonly called Daroga Adalit, or chief-
juftice; and from him there lay an appeal to the
tribunal of the viceroy. ' _

Inferior judges were appointed by an Imperial
commiffion, in every large diftri&t, and in every
confiderable city, with whom appeals refted, from
the courts in the country, and from the decifions
of Cutwals, or mayors of towns. Thefe Cazis,
or judges, were vefted with power to fummon
before them all perfons, to examine records,
public regifters, grants, and witnefles. They
were, at their peril, to pafs judgment imparti-
ally, according to the laws of the Coran, and the
canons and regulations of the empire. They
were impowered to make and diffolve marriages,
to execute contralts of every kind between indi-
viduals, to inflit punifhments, which did not ex- «
tend to either life or limb. They took cogni-
zance of all riots, diforders, and tumults; and
they were denominated the general guardians of
the morals of the people. They were provided
with an eftablithment of clerks, regifters, and
officers of the court. They paffed judgment in 2
fummary manner, and their legal fees were one

fourth _
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fourth of the matter in difpute, equally levied
upon the plaintiff and defendant. This regulati-
on was intended to prevent vexatious law-fuits,
as well as to bring them to a fpeedy iffue. Dur-
. ing the vigour of the Mogul empire, capital pu-
nifhments were hardly known in India. When
a crime which merited death was committed, the
Cazi, after a full proof of the fa&, by witnefles,
pronounced fentence againft the guilty perfon;
but, without the confirmation of the viceroy, it
could not be put in execution. Though the em-
pire fometimes abounded with treafon, it was ne-
ver punithed but in the field.

xxxix

In each fubdivifion of the Pergunna or diftrict, I“FU‘_I'OF

{ubje& to the jurifdi@tion of the Cazi or judge,
there was an inferior officer called a Chowdri,
fimilar to our juftice of the peace. Every village
had its chief-man, who was the conftable of his
own department. A Fogedar was, properly
ipeaking, the commander of the troops, in every
military ftation. He fometimes farmed the lands
in the neighbourhood ; and being the immediate

officers: *

reprelentative of the viceroy, he was confidered

as the principal officer in his diftri¢t. But he
did not fit in judgment, the civil being always
kept diftin& from the military department, under
the government of the Moguls, as long as it re-
tained its vigour. The Zemindars, or general
farmers, were fometimes entrulted with the com-
mand of the trodps in their own diftrits; but in
their courts they decided only upon trivial dif-
putes between the inferior hufbandmen.—Such
was the government of Bengal, under the empire
of the houfe of Timur.

Rewvenye
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Revenue and Commerce.

A BRIEF, but it is hoped a comprehenfive, idea

of Ben..1 being given, in the preceding feétion, of the go-
and Behidr. yernment of Bengal under the Imperial houfe of -

Increafe
under the
empire.

Timur, the Author of the Enquiry will proceed
to explain the Revenues and Commerce of that
ence flourifhing and opulent kingdom. In the
reign of the emperor Jehangire, the revenues of
the provinces of Bengal and Behir, both which,
for the fake of brevity, we comprehend under the
name of the former, amounted to £.2,796,719 13 2

- Under his grandfon Aurungzébe |

they encreafed to - - - 2,911,866 7 6

Mahommed Shuffia, who wrote an abridgment
of the Hiftory of the Empire, from the death of
the illuftrious Akbir to the fatal invafion of Nadir
Shaw, where he mentions the provinces which
revolted during the indolent reign of Mahommied
Shaw, eftimates the revenues of Bengal at fixty
crores of Dims, or one crore and fifty lacks of
roupees, which fum is equal to /. 1,875,000
The revenues of Behir, according

to the fame writer, amounted to :

forty-five crores of Diams, or 1,406,250

£. 3,281,250

It appears, from the above calculation, that the
revenues of Bengal had been gradually increafing,
in the progrefs of the empire, through time.
They continued ftill to increafe, under the re-
volted Nabobs, fome of whom brought into their
treafury four millions of our money, but not with-
out diftrefling the fubjec, and plundering him of a
partof his wealth. It may be neceffary to repeat
an obfervation, already made, that not abowl'tq

ha
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half the fum raifed upon the people came into

the coffers of government. The exact fum trani-

mitted annually to Delhi, before the diflolution

of the empire, is not ealy to alcerrain; but we

can form fome judgment of the amount, from the

ruinous policy of the Imperial court, when its an-
‘cient vigour began to decline. The provinces of
Bengal and Behar, during fome years of indo-,
lence and debility, were farmed out to the vice-
roys, who paid into the treafury, one million two
hundred and forty-nine thoufand nine hundred
and ninety-nine pounds, {feventeen fhillings and
fixpence of our money,

This fum, it is fuppofed, was a medium ffruck, Suman-

upon an average of years, of the money remitted g
to the treafury at Delhi, when the empire retained Delbis
its force. But this ftipulated revenue, as might
have been forefeen, was never regularly paid.
The viceroys acquired an independent power, by
a regulation which threw the whole management
of the province into their hands, without con-
troul ; and the vigour of the Imperial government,
in proportion, declined. The country profited,
however, by the refradtorinefs of its governor; if
his avarice prompted him to raife more on the
fubje&, the latter was more able than before to
pay the additional impoft, from the revenue being
kept and expended in the province. Bengal began
to flourifh, under an additional load of opprefiion.
It yielded more to a fevere Nabob, than to the
milder government of theempire; and being re-
lieved from an annual drain of fpecie to Delhi, it
became opulent under a degree of rapine.

Though defpotifm is not the moft favourable Commerce
government for commerce, it flourithed greatly in o

Bengal, under the ftrict juftice of the houfe
of Timur. Senfible of the advantages which
they themfelves would derive from a free commer-
cial
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cial intercourfe between their fubje&s, they were
invariably the prote&ors of merchants. The mi-
litary ideas which they brought from Tartary,
prevented the principal fervants of the crown
irom engaging in trade; and, therefore, mono-
polies of every kind were difcouraged, and al-
moft unknown. No government in Europe was
ever more fevere againit forellalling and regrating,
than was that of the Moguls in India, with regard
to all the branches of commerce. A {mall duty
was raifed by the crown ; but this was amply re-/
paid, by the never-violated fecurity given to the
merchant. _

Bengal. Bengal, from the mildnefs of its climate, the
fertility of its foil, and the natural induftry of the
Hindoos, was always remarkable for its com-
merce.  Theealy communication by water from
place to place, facilitated a mercaitile intercourfe
among the inhabitants. Every village has its ca-
nal, every Pergunna its river, and the whole
kingdom the Ganges, which, falling, by various
mouths, into the bay of Bengal, lays open the
ocean for the export of commodities and manu-
fattures. A people, from an inviolable prejudice
of religion, abltemious, were averfe to luxury
themfelves; and the wants of nature were fupplied
almolt fpontaneoufly by the foil and climate. The
lance of trade, therefore, was, againit all nations,
in favour of Bengal ; and it was the fink where
goid and filver difappeared, without the leaft
profpeét of return.

Datance of - All the European nations carried chiefly on their

fvour,  commerce with Bengal in bullion. The Dutch,
at a medium of ten years, threw annually into the
bofom of that kingdom, in bullion £ 477 5,000
‘The Englith - - - 192,500
The French, Danes, and Portuguefe - 2 50,000
The exports of Bengalto the gulphs of

Perfia and Arabia, were very great.

She
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She f{upplied Arabia, Perfia, Turkey, i 4

Georgia, Armenia, and the leffer

Afia_ with her manufactures, and

brought home annually, into her

coffers, of gold - - 375,000
Her trade in opium and piece goods to

the eaftern kingdoms of Afia, to the

Malayan and Philippine iflands,

brought yearly a ballance in her fa-

vour of - - - 150,000
The inland trade of Bengal, with the
Upper Hindoftan and Aflam - 250,000

The coafting-trade with the coafts of
Coromandel and Malabar . | - 160,009

L, 1852,500

xliii

The above eltimate is made defignedly low; Obferva-
for were we to argue from general principles, a "™

greater fum muft have been imported annually
into Bengal. The twelve hundred and fifty
thoufand pounds remitted annually to Delhi,
never returned into the province, and, as there
were no mines wrought in the country, the fur-
plus of the revenue muft have proceeded from
the balance of trade. Coin, it is well known, lofes
greatly by fridtion, where little alloy is mixed with
the filver, and where the want of paper-currency
makes the circulation extremely rapid. It lofes
alfa by re-coinage, which happened annually un-
der the empire in Bengal. The practice of con-
cealing and burying treafure, which the terrors
of defpotifm introduced, has occafioned a confi-
derable lofs, befides the quantitiy of filver and
gold ufed in rich manufactures. Thefe various
lofles could be only repaired by a favourable ba-
lance of trade ; and the fum which we have ftated
above, would barely fupply the walte.

- State
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State of Bengal under the rewvolted Nabobs.

€radual  THOUGH the caufes which broke the empire
cecline  were obvious, the decline of the power of the
houfe of Timur was gradual and imperceptible.
'T'he {eeds of decay were long fown before they
were brought to an’ enormous growth, by the in-
dolence of Mahommed Shaw. Had even the
Perfian invafion never happened, the fabric which
Baber raifed in India was deftined to fall to ruin.
The abilities of Aurungzébe, by eftablifhing half
a century of domeftic trapquillity in his domini-
ons, broke the {pirit of his fubjeéts, whilft that of
the Imperial family declined. The diftant pro-
vinces obeyed the mandates of the court, through
habit, more than through fear of its refentment
and power ; and governors, though deftitute of
ambition, found, in their own indolence, an ex-
cule for their inattention to commands which

could not be inforced with rigcur. ;
of thepow~  ‘The intrigues of the two Seids at the court of
£ Delhi, who raifed and removed monarchs at plea-
fure, weakened that refpeét for the houfe of
Timur which bound the allegiance of the fubjeé,
even after their mildnefs had degenerated into
indolence. Every month = brought intelligence
-into the diftant provinces of the murder of one
prince, whilft another was placed on a throne,
ftill warm with his predeceffor’s blood. The veil
which hid defpotifm from the eyes of the people,
was rent in twain; monarchs became puppets,
which the minifter moved at pleafure, and even
men, who loved flavery on its own account,
knew not to what quarter to turn their political
devotion. The viceroys, under a pretence of
an unfettled fucceffion, retained the revenues of
the provinces ; and; with fpecious profeffions of
' loyalty

A\



STATE OF BENGAL. xly

loyalty for the Imperial family, they became
polite rebels againft its authority. :
Through this debility in the Imperial line, a of the em-
new fpecies of government rofe in various pro-
vinces of India. The viceroys, though they af-
fumed the ftate of princes, were ftill the HUMBLE
s.avEs of fome defolate monarch, who fat with-
out either power or dignity in the midft of the
ruins of Delhi. They governed the people in his
name, but they liftened not to his commands.
He even became an inftrument of oppreflion in
their hands; and they fan&tified the moft unpo-
pular of their meafures by inducing the prince to
pafs, in their own cabinet, regulatiéns, which
originated under the feals of the empire. In-
ftead of a revenue, they remitted to him bribes ;
and the neceflity of his fituation reduced him into
a tool, to the very rebels who had ruined his
power.
This mock form of an empire continued for Effect
many years ; and fome provinces are ftill govern-
ed through the medium of a monarch that only
fubfifts in his nmame. But though the Nabobs
affirmed that they had {till an emperor, the peo-
ple found, in their oppreflions, that there was
none. The check which the terror of complaints
to Delhi had laid formerly on the conduct of the
viceroys, was now removed ; and the officers of
the crown who had been placed between the {ub-
je& and the governor, were dilcontinued or de-
prived of their power. The inferior tenants, in-
{tead of being fupported by the Imperial colletors
of the revenue againft the avarice of the general
farmers, were fubmitted, without redrefs, to ' the
management of the latter, and were confidered
by him as a kind of property.
The ufurpation of Aliverdi introduced, more its diffolu-
than thirty years ago, the above-defcribed form of "™
government
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government into Bengal. The fame policy was
continued by his fucceflfors. They owned the em-
peror of Delhi for their fovereign, but they go-
verned the country, and colletted its revenues
for themlelves. The interpofition of the crown
being removed, the independent Nabobs, who
fucceeded one another either by force or intrigue,
adopted 2 more fimple, but a more impolitic mode
of colle&ting the rents and impofts, than that
which had been praétifed by the houfe of Timur.
The lands were let from year to year to Zemindars,
who were accountable for the rents to the treafury,
and the former officers of the revenue, though not
annihilated, poflefled neither emolument nor
power.

An intimate knowledge of the country, how-
ever, enabled the Nabobs to prevent their govern-
ment from degenerating into abfolute oppref-
fion. They had fenfe enough to fee, that their
own power depended upon the profperity of their
fubjecls ; and their refidence in the province gave
them an opportunity of doing juftice with more
expedition and precifion than it was done in the
times of the empire. The complaints of the injur-
ed, from a pofleflion of the means of information,
were better underftood. The Nabobs were lefs re-
ftricted than formerly, in infliting neceffary pu-
nifhments ; and, as they were accountable to no fu-
perior for the revenue, they bad it in their power to
remit unjult debts and taxes, which could not be
borne. The miferies of Bengal, in fhort, were
referved for other times. Commerce, manufac-
tures, and agriculture, were encouraged ; for it was
not then the maxim to take the honey, by de-
flroying the {fwarm.

The folly of the prince had no deftructive ef-
fe& on the profperity of the people. The Nabobs,
carrying dewn, through their own independent

government,
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government, the idea of the mild defpotifm of
the houfe of Timur, feemed to mark out to the
people certain lines, which they themfelyes did
not chufe either to overleap, or deltroy. Many
now in Britain were eye-witnefles of the truth of
this affertion. We appeal to the tefltimony of
thofe who marched through Bengal after the death
of Surage-nl-Dowla, that, at that time, it was
one of the richeflt, molt populous, and beft cul-
tivated kingdoms in the world. The great men
and merchants were wallowing in wealth and
luxury ; the inferior tenants and the manufattu-
rers were blefled with plenty, content, and eafe.
But the cloud which has fince obfcured this f{un-
fhine was near.

When the troubles, which ended by putting
Bengal into the hands of the Company, firft arole,
Surage-ul-Dowla, a very young and inconfiderate
prince, was Nabob of the three provinces. The
good fortune which had at firlt forfaken us, re-
turned to our arms; and, by the affitance or
rather opportune treachery of Jaffier, one of his
generals, he was depofed and murdered. We
raifed the Traitor, as a reward for his convenient
trealon, to a throne {till warm with the blood of
his lord ; and the mealure feemed to be juftified,
by our apparent inability of retaining the con-
quered province in our own hands.

The fortune of Jaffier, however, did not long
with hold her frowns. Though he had treachery
enough to ruin his mafter, he was deftiture of 5bi-
lities to reign in his place. His weaknefs becama
an excufe for a revolution, which had been medi-
tated on other grounds; and Caflim Ali, Jaffier’s
fon-in-law, an intriguing politician, was invefted
with the dignityand power of his father. 1f Jaf-
fier was weak, Caflim had too good parts to be
permitted to govern Bengal, He was depoled,

and
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and his predeceffor reinftated in his place. This
farce in politics “was adopted as a precedent. A
governor, without a revolution in the ftate of
Bengal, could nét anfwer to himfelf for idling
away his time.

The civil wars, to which a violent defire of
creating Nabobs gave rife, were attended with
tragical events. The country was depopulated by
every fpeciesof public diftrefs. In the fpace of
fix years, half the great cities of an opulent
kingdom were rendered defolate ; the moft fertile
fields in the world lay wafte ; and five millions of
harmlefs and induftrious people were either ex-
pelled or deltroyed. 'Want of forefight became
more fatal than innate barbarifm; and men
found themfelves wading through blood and ruin,
when their obje& was only fpoil. But this is not
the time to rend the veil which covers our politi-
cal tranfactions in Afia.

STATE
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EAST-INDI4A COMPANY.

Obfervations on the Treaty for the Dewanny.

AN ample field lay open before us; but we
have appropriated revolution and war to hiitory.
The prefent difquifition is of an inferior kind ; an
enquiry, which means not to irritate, but to re-
form. Let it fuffice to fay, that Bengal fuffered
from difturbances and violent meafures; and that
Fortune, though unfavourable, was lefs fatal, than
the rapacity of avaricious men. Peculiarly un-
happy, an unwarlike but induftrious people, were
fubdued by a fociety whofe bufinefs was commerce.
A barbarous enemy may flay a proftrate foe ; but
a civilized conqueror can only ruin nations with-
out the fword. Monopolies and an exclulive (rade
joined iflue with additional taxations; the unfor-
tunate were deprived of the means, whilit the
demands upon them were, with peculiar ablurdi-
ty, increafed.

But to wander no farther into declamation :
though the misfortunes of Bengal began wiih tiie
revolutions and changes which {ucceeded the death
of Surage-ul-Dowla, the fyftem which advances
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ftill with hafty ftrides, to the complete ruin of that
once opulent province, was eftablifhed feveral
years after that event. A noble governor fent to
command in Bengal, by the Kalt India Company,
arrived in that kingdom in the May of 1765,
The expulfion of the Nabob Caflim Ali, and the
reduflion of Suja-ul-Dowla, by our arms, had
enabled the fervants of the Company to eftablifh
peace upon their own terms, ‘L'he treaty which
they concluded was ablurd; and had it been lefs
exceptionable, it would not probably have pleafed
a man, who went not to India to be idle.

The various revolutions of Fortune, which had
fubjected feveral of the richelt provinces of India
to the Company’s fervants, threw the undoubted
heir of the Mogul empire into their hands. The
governor availed himfelf of this circumftance.
Other Nabobs had converted the “unfortunate
prince intoa tool ; and it was now the turn of our
governor to do the fame, for the benefit of his
conltituents. Conlcious of his power over the empe-
tor, and having the abfolute dire€tion of a Nabob,
who owed his clevation to the governor, himfelf,
and to his own crimies, he threw afide the former
treaty, A perpetual commiffion for the office of
Dewan, or receiver-general of the revenues of Ben-
gal, Behar, and Oriffa was obtained, from SHAW
ALLuwm, for the Company. Theoffice of perpe-
tual Nabob might have been as eafily obrained;
but the former balanced a thoufand difadvantages,
by rendering the nature of the tenure perplexed.

In confideration of the Impetial mandate, which,
with the revenues, conferred the government of
Bengal for ever on the Company, Shaw Allum
was to receive an annual penfion of three hun-
dred and twenty-five thoufand pounds. The an-
nuity was moderate to the lineal fucceffor of
Timur, He was, at the fame time, guaranteed

in
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in the pofleffion of the province of Allahabad ;
and thus a kind of provifion was made for a
prince, who retained nothing of what belonged
to his illuftrious anceltors, except the empty title
of Emperor of Hindoftan. This treaty, however,
though it dazzled with its {plendor, was neither
folid nor advantageous in itfelf. The emperor,
inftead of being placed at Allahabad, ought to
poflefs the province out of which his pretended
vifier: Suja-ul-Dowla, had been recently driven;
or fhould that meafure be fuppofed to invelt him
with dangerous power, the territories of Bulwant
Singh, equal in revenue to Allahabid, might
have been conferred upon him. The Company,
being then in poflfeflion of all thefe provinces,
might, by its fervants, have adopted either of
thefe fyftems. : :

To the firk meafure there are no  well-
founded objections, and many advantages might
be derived from it. The fum of three hundred
and twenty-five thoufand pounds might have been
annually faved, which fum is now [entto a dil-
tant province, from whence it never returns.
This latter circumftance is of more real preju-
dice to Bengal and the affairs of the Compa-
ny, than if half the revenues of the province had
been given fo the emperor, upon condition of his
keeping his court in that country. Had Shaw
Allum been put in pofleffion of the dominions of
Suja-ul-Dowla, the natural ina&ivityof his difpofiti-
on, and the extraordinary expence and magnifi-
cence, which he is, in fome meafure, obliged
to fupport, would have prevented him from
being fo dangerous a neighbour as even Suja-
ul-Dowla. The whole empire was in a ftate of
rebellion; and we were only from convenience
his friends.

E 2 Arguments

Ii
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Arguments crowd in to fupport this pofition ;
but there are {iill {ironger reafons for placing the
emperor in the territories of Bulwant Singh.  His
refidence, in fuch a cafe. might have been fixed
at Patna or Mongeer; and our army, inftead of
being cantoned at Allahabad and Cora, two hun-
dred miles from the frontier of our provinces,
might have remained in Patna, in the center of
our dominions. Bengal, had this meafure been
adopted, inftead of lofing the penfion paid to the
emperor, and the enormous expence of a brigade
in a foreign country, would have been enriched
by the greater part of the revenues of the territo-
ries of Bulwant Singh; for which he had paid
twenty-two lacks of roupees to Suja-ul-Dowla,
though in reality he colle¢ted double that fum up-
on the fubject.

The latter pofition will appear more obvious
from the following flate. Bengal, had the mea-
fure been adopted, would annually have faved,

The penfion paid to the emperor, [£. 325,000

The expence of a brigade, - 187,500

Twenty lacks from the territories of
Bulwant Singh fpent at Patna, 250,000
762,500

This meafure alone, we may venture to affirm,
would have preferved Bengal in a flourifhing con-
dition, in fpite of avarice and mifmanagement.
It would, at the fame time, have been attended
with many falutary effeéts in our political fyftem
in India. The emperor would have been more
immediately under our eye; for though he at
prefeat labours under an eclipfe, he may, fome
time or other, fhine forth like a comet, in the
hands of an ambitious and able man. We are
now obliged to protect and fupport him, under

manifeft
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manifeft difadvantages. His territories border on -
the Mahrattors, Jates, and Rohillas ; and he is

under a perpetual apprehenfion from thefe nations.

Had the meafure, the advantages of which we

have defcribed, been taken, Suja-ul-Dowla would

have come in between him and thefe powers ; but,

at prefent, our army at Allahabad becomes a
fecurity to that prince; whofe apprehenfions
would otherwife have induced him to adhere more
firmly than he now fhews an inclination, to his
treaty with the Company.

State of Commerce in Bengal, under the Company.

THE profperity and opulence which Bengal en- Obfervati-
joyed during the government of the houfe of Ti. °*°" ™
mur, and even under the revolted viceroys, pro-
ceeded from her lucrative commerce, as much as
from the fertility of her foil. ~Richin the induftry
of her inhabitants, the became independent of the
partial rapine of impolitic governors, who plun-
dered only to {quander away. The money, which
entered "v injuitice at one door of the treafury,
was carried out at another by luxury. The court
of the Nabob was the heart, which only received
the various currents of wealth, to throwit with
vigour, through every vein of the kingdom.

We may date the commencement of decline, prefent
from the day on which Bengal fell under the do- ;2"&;’?;;‘:;’
minion of foreigners; who were more anxious
to improve the prefent moment to their own emo-
lument, than, by providing againit wafte, to fe-
curea permanent advantage to the Britith nation.

With a peculiar want of forefight, they began to
drain the refervoir, without turning into it any
ftream to prevent it from being exhaufted, From
obfervation, we defcend to facts. '
The
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The annual inveltments of the
Company, for which no fpecie
“is received, amounts, at an ave-
rage of ten years, to - L. 927,500
Thofe of the Dutch, for which the : ey
fervants of the Company take
bills on Europe, for remitting _
fortunes acquired in Bengal, 200,000
Thofe of the Irench, paid for to 350,000
the natives, in the fame way,
Thofe of the Portuguefe and Danes, 100,000

; £+ 1,577,500
Bengal, it fhall hereafter appear, to

replaceall thiswafte, fcarce annu-
ally receives in bullion, X 100,000
She lofes, therefore, yearly,  to

Europe, = - 7 L nag7500

The above eftimate of ‘the exports of Bengal,
for which fhe receives no fpecie, is formed on the
prime coft of her manufa&ures. The balance
againlt her comprehends the favings of the Com-
pany on the revenue, the value of Britith exports,
the private fortunes of individuals, which center
m this kingdom. This ruinous commerce with
Europe is not balanced, by a lucrative intercourfe
with the various ftates of Afia. The increafe of
the demand for the manufa@ures of Bengal, for
our markets here, and the revolutions which
fhook and greatly depopulated that kingdom, have
raifed the price of goods.” The demand would,
upon this head, fink in proportion in the Eaft;
but befides, the internal ftate of the various coun-
tries, which formerly exchanged bullion for the
goods of Bengal, has- been long unfavourable to
foreign commerce.

Perfia, about thirty years ago a great and a
urifhing empire, has been torn to pieces, and
; almoft
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almoft depopulated by the cruelties of Nadir Shaw ;
and, fincehisaflallination, by unremitting civil wars.
The few inhabitants, who efcaped the rage of the
fword, fit down in the mid{t of poverty. Georgia
and Armenia, who fhared in the troubles of Per-
fia, fhare alfo her untoward fate. Indigence has
fhut up the doors of commerce; vanity has dif-
appeared with wealth, and men content them-
felves with the coarfe manufaures of their native
countries. - The Turkith empire has long declined
on its fouthern and eaftern frontiers. Egypt re-
belled : Babylonia, under its Bafha, revolted.
The diftrated flate of the former has almoft thut
up the trade, by caravans, from Suez to Cairo;
from the latter of ' which, the manufattures of
Bengal were conveyed by fea to all the ports of
the Ottoman dominions.

The rapacity of the Bafha of Bagdat, which is
encreafed by the neceflity of keeping a great ftand-
ing force to fupport his ufurpation, has environed
with terror the walls of Buffora, which circum-
ftance has almoft annihilated its commerce with
Syria. Scarce a caravan pafles from the gulph of
Perfia:to Aleppo once in two years ; and when it
does, it is buti poor and fmall.  Formerly, in
every feafon, feveral rich and numerous caravans
crofled the defart to Syria 3 but the few that ven-
ture at prefent, being too weak to protect them-
felves againft the wandering Arabs, are flopt by

every tribe, and are obliged to purchafe fafety
with exorbitant duties. ‘Frade is in a manner
unknown ; the merchants of Buflora are ruined;
and there were, laft year, in the warenoules of
that city, of the manufatures of Bengal, to the
value of two. hundred thoufand pounds, which
could not be fold for half the prime coft.

The number of independent kingdoms, which
haye ftarted up from the ruins of the Mogul em-

pire,
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pire, has almoft deftroyed the inland commerce
of Bengal with the upper parts of Hindoftan,
Every prince levies heavy duties upon all goods
that pafs through his dominions. The merchants,
who formerly came down towards the mouths of
the Ganges to purchafe commodities, have dif-
continued a trade, not only ruined by impofts, but
even unfafe from banditti. The province of Oud
and Aflim are the only inland countries with
which Bengal drives, at prefent, any trade. The
former has greatly the balancein its favour againit
us of late years, from the money expended by
feven thoufand of our own troops, which till of
late have been ftationed in the neighbourhood
of the dominions of Suja-ul-Dowla, in confe-
quence of an impolitic treaty, and to anfwer pri-
vate views. The commerce of falt, beetle-nut,
and tobacco, with Affam, is almoft balanced by
the quantity of filk, Mugadutties and lack, which
we receive from that kingdom in return.

The trade of Bengal, with the kingdoms and
iflands of the eaftern Afia, {till continues in fome de-
gree; but it has been long on the decline. The coaft-
ing trade with the maritime provinces of Hindoftan
has, upon various accounts, decayed. We may
venture to affirm, upon the whole, that the ba-
lance in favour of Bengal, from all its Afiatic
commerce, exceeds not annually one hundred °
thoufand pounds. The council of Calcutta have
calculated itat lefs than half that fum. They
eftimated, in the year 1768, the importation of
bullion into Bengal, for the fpace of four years,
at fifteen lacksof roupees ; which amounts annu-
ally to forty-fix thoufand pounds of our money.
But the caufe of this decay lies more in negligence,
than in the prefent {tate of the maritime regions

. and iflands beyond the eaftern mouth of the Gan-

gES-
To
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To draw a conclufion from the obfervations
made: Though Bengal, by her induftry, yields to
Europe, of manufa&tures, to the annual amount of
one million five hundred and feventy-feven thou-
fand five hundred pounds, for which fhe receives
nothing ; yet, if the balance of her trade with
Afia amounts to one hundred thoufand pounds,
fhe may ftill continue to flourith under a proper
fyltem of internal regulation. The paradox is
hitherto fupportable by argument and proof ; but
there ftill remain heavy articles to be brouzht into
the account againft Bengal. Some of the articles,
from their complicated nature, muft be ftated
from opinion: Others reft on incontrovertible
fatts. The eftimate of the firft thall be made as
low as poflible: The latter are eftablithed be-
yond the power of cavil itfelf.

The fpecie carried from Bengal b

the expelled Nabob, Caffim Ali,

is fuppofed to amount to £. 152505000
Specie carried away by men of pro-

perty, who have deferted the

kingdom fince the power of the

company prevailed, - - 2,500,000
The expences of the war, for one

whole year, in the dominions

of Suja-ul-Dowla, at five lacks

per month; which, after de-

dudting fifty lacks, paid by treaty

Ivii

Eftimate
of the lofs

of fpecie
to Bengal.

by that prince, amounts to - 125,000

Specie fent from Bengal to pay a
brigade, confilting of feven thou-
fand men, ftationed for five
years, after the peace, at Alla-
habad, at the annnal expence of

fifteen lacks - - ’ 937,500

Carry over 4,812,500
the
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Broughtover L. 4,812,500

Specie fent from that kingdom to '
China and Madrafs, including
the expences of troops on the
coaft, detached from the efta-

blifhment of Bengal - 1,500,000
Specie brought to England - 1C0,000
F.sported of fpecie - - 6,412,500

Deduét the imports of bullion for

twelve years, at the annual fum

of one hiundred thoufand pounds 1,200,000

e e

Decreafe in the fpecie of ‘Bengal

fince the acceflion of the com-

pany to the dominion of that

kingdom - - 5,212,500

This ruinous {late of .the commerce of Bengal,
is, by no means, exaggerated, Todeprive every
adverfary of argument, the calculations are, by
the Author of the Enquiry, purpofely rendered
extremely low. A comparative view of the for-
mer fituation of that once opulent kingdom with
its prefent condition, will throw additional light
on the fubject. In the days of the empire, the
balance of trade for which Bengal received bul-

lion, has been eflimated at L+ 1,687,500
Deduét the annual revenue fent '

in {pecie to Delhi . = 1 1,250,000
Yearly acquifition in money 4375500

The kingdom of Bengal, it appears, has not,
in the midft of her misfortunes, fallen off greatly
from her former exports of manufaGures. She
{lill fends to Europe, within one hundred and ten
thoufand pounds a-year of the quantity, for which

the
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fhe received the above balance of bullion, in the
days of her profperity.: "I'his, had not her fpecie
been exported, would not have impoverifhed her.
But let us fuppofe that her whole currency amount-
ed to fifteen millions ; the entire lofs of a third
part of that fum muft have inevitably diftrefled
her ; and an annual decreale of near half a mil-
lion muft, if not prevented, in a few years, to-
tally ruin the little commerce that {till remains.
The profpe& is gloomy. The taxes ‘muft be lef-
fened, and the ruin, which we have brought on
an unfortunate ceuntty, will recoil upon ourfelves.

To illuftrate the argument by comparifon. Refl-ti-
Were the paper-currency of Great Britain to- onson the
tally fupprefled, and her gold and filver currency,
which is eftimated at feven millions, left for the
purpofes of trade and taxation, it is évident, that
ruinous confequences muft enfue; but none will
pretend to affirm, that the nation, by fuch a
meafure, would become one farthing poorer than
before. Trade, howevér, from the want of a
fufficient quantity of the figns of wealth and pro-
perty, would be cramped in all its veins. The
intereft of money, in fpite of laws, would rife
to an enormous pitch. The fame want of cur-
rency would, at the fame time, become fuch a
check upon luxury, that the price of labour, and
efpecially of provifions, would fall, unlels the
latter were kept up by rigouroufly inforcing the
prefent taxes without abatement. The price of
provifions, in that cafe, would rife every day,
and the poor would daily become lefs able to pur-
chafe. . The people would, in'a very few years, be
ftript of all their property, and national beggary
would be followed by national ruin.

Bengal, from the decreafe of her fpecie, feels, ruincus
in fa&t, the miferies which we have in fpeculation Ec'lf:f
jult defcribed, " Were not her taxes inforced by
i oppreflion,
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oppreffion, provifions would fall in proportion to
the decreafe of wealth ; fuppofing the number of
inhabitants and ftate of cultivation to continue
the fame. But the reverfe happens, from our en-
deavouring to keep up the revenues to their
former pitch. The farmer cannot fell his grain
without a price, which bears a proportion to the
rents which he is obliged to pay, whilflt his cul-
tivation decreafes for want of a fufficient {tock.
The confumer, at the fame time, mult have food.
¥ he is a manufaéturer or labourer, he muft raile
his goods or his wages to anfwer the price of bread.
The evils of a forced ftate of fociety encreafe.
Famine, with all its horrors, enfues, and, by
fweeping away fome millions of wretched people,

.gives, to the unhappy furvivors, the refpite of a
few years, 3

Obfervations on Mongpolies.

THE Monopolies eftablithed by the fervants of
the Company in Bengal, furnith an ample field
for animadverfion. But other writers have alrea-
dy occupied that province. The brevity which the

' Author of the Enquiry has prefcribed tohis work,

induces him to pafs lightly over ground that has
been trodden before It is fuperfluous to infifk
upon the prejudice which Monopoly has done to
the natural rights of the natives, and to the privi-
leges which they poflefled, by prelcription, from
Delpotifm itfelf. This part of the fubjet has been
handled with ability by others : we fhall flightly

touch upon what has efcaped their obfervation.
Salt, in almoft every country, is one of the ne-
ceflaries of life. In Bengal, which ftill contains
near fifteen millions of people, the confumptiol;
o
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of this article muft be very great; for, befides

ixi

what they themfelves confume, they mix .

great quantities with the food of their cattle.
Salt is produced by filtrating the earth near the
mouths of the Ganges, and by then boiling the

water which is impregnated with faline particles.

The procels is fimple and cheap, where wood for
fuel cofts nothing. Thelow price at which fal
could be conveyed through all the branches of the
Ganges, rendered it an advantageous article of
trade with the inland ports of Hindoftan, Great
quantities were were fent to Beniris and Mirza-
pour, from the markets of which, the provinces
Oud and Allahabad, the territories of the Rajacf
Bundela, and of all the petty princes of the king-
dom of Malava, were fupplied. This trade by a
fociety of Monopoliits in Calcutta, was feized
in the year 1755. Avarice got the better of pru-
dence; and a rage for prefent gain cut off all fu-
ture profpects. Thearticle of falt was raifed two
hundred per cent. ; and the foreign purchafers,
finding that they could be fupplied at a much
cheaper rate with rock-falt from the dominions of
the Robhillas near Delhi, this valuable commerce
at once was loft.

Beetle-nut and Tobacco have, by the firength
of habit, become almoft neceflaries of life in
Hindoftan. The firft is produced in many parts
of the Decan ; and the latter is cultivated over
all the empire. There was, however, a confider-
able exporiation from Bengal in thefe articles ;
and it, unfortunately for that country, atiraéted
the notice of the Monopolilts. But, asif Mono-
polies were not fufficient to deftroy the inland
commerce of Bengal, with the reft of Hindoftan,
an edi& was iffued, in the year 1768, prohibiting
all the fervants of the Company, the free mer-
chants, Armenians, Portuguele, and all foreigners

whatfoever,

Monopo-
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whatfoever, from carrying goods beyond the
limits of our province, under the pain of con-
fifcation, and the feverelt punifhments inflicted
on their agents.

The Court of Directors, it is but juftice to de-
clare, have invariably oppofed the above-recited
deftrultive monopolies. But the commands of

“fugitive and tranfient mafters are weak in oppofi-

tion to intereft. The fluftuations in Leadenhall-
ftreet, deprived the mandates which iffued from
it of all their authority ; and the prefidency abroad
frequently received orders, from their conftitu-
ents at home, with the fame inattention that the
Nizim of Golconda would pay to the Firman of
the unfortunate Shaw Allum. * The Dire&ors, in
thort, are only to blame in an acquiefcence to a
difobedience to the orders of their predeceffors in
office. Carrying frequently the animofity of prior
contention into their meafures, they forgot the
attention due to their own power, in the pleafure
of feeing a flur thrown on that of their opponents.
"They are alfo blameable for the fufpicious veil of
fecrecy with which they affe& to cover their af-
fairs. The door of information is, in fome mea-
fure, fhut up; the inferior fervants are precluded,
by an ill-founded fear, from laying open to them
the ftate of Government abroad, and it was per-
haps the intereft of their fuperior fervants to con-
ceal a part of the truth. Subftantial darknefs
has by thefe means fettled on objefts, which, it
is even the intereft of the Company, as well as
of the nation, fhould be known to the world.

Mode



THE EAST.INDIA COMPANY.

Mode of collecting the Reventes.

Ixin

THE princes, whom we raifed in Bengal, va- Fugitive

nithed imperceptibly “from their thrones. Light
and unfubitantial as the thew of power with which,
as in derifion, we invefted them, they difappear-
ed, like Romulus, but without a itorm. The
benefits derived from former revolutions, created
a love of change; and the angel of death, if not
our friend, was opportune in his frequent vifits
to the Mufnud. In the courfe of five years, three
Nabobs expired; and the unfledged fovereign,
who acceded to the nominal government of Ben-
gal on the March of 1770, has enjoyed already,
confidering the times, a long reign. Nabobs, to
own the truth, are ufelefs ; and they are difmiffed
to their fathers, without either ceremony or
noife.

In the year 1765, upon the demile of Jaffier, Nahobs.

whom we had, for the firft .time, raifed in 17357
to the government, for his convenient treachery
to his mafter, Nijim-ul-Dowla, his fon by a com-
mon proftitute, was, in the eighteenth year of
his age, placed upon the throne, in the capital
of Murlhedabad. Soon after the acceflion of this
prince, a noble governor, on the part of the
Company, arrived at Calcutta, and executed the
treaty which has furnifhed materials for a preced-
ing fe&tion. Mahommed Riza, a man of lefs in-
tegrity than abilities, was made prime minifter;
altivity being a virtue more neceflary to the in-
tention of his treation than honelty. The wretch-
ed Nijim-ul-Dowla was a mere name; a figure
of {tate more delpicable,” if poflible, than the
meannefs of his family and parts. The whole
executive government turned upon Mahommed
Riza. A refident was fent from Calcutta To

check
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check the accounts of the nominal government;
as if one man, who knew very little of the lan-
guage, manners, and opinions of the people,
could prevent the frauds of an artful minifter,
and ten thoufand of his dependents, verfed in the
management of finance. The confequence might
be forefeen with little penetration. Unable, and
perhaps unwilling to oppofe the current, the re-
fident fell down with the fiream, and became fo
far a check upon Mahommed, that he appropri-
ated to himfelf a part of what the minifter might
otherwile have thrown into his own treafure.

Mahommed Riza, as a fmall falary of office,
received annually one hundred and twelve thou-
fand five hundred pounds, with three hundred
and feventy-five thoufand pounds a-year to be dif-
tributed in penfions among his friends. The mi-
nifter, with his other good qualities, had no lo-
cal attachment to friends. They were of vari-
ous complexions and religions; fair-faced Euro-
peans, as well as {warthy Indians; and, though
profefling Mahommedanifm himfelf, he was fo
far from being an enemy to the uncircumcifed,
that it is faid the moft of his penfions and gratui-
ties were beffowed on good Chriftians born in
Great Britain and Ireland. Mahommed, how-
ever, did not take up his whole time with a&s of
benevolence to our nation. He applied himfelf
to bufinefs ; and he was more rigid in executing
the government which the revolted Nabobs had
etablifhed in Bengal, than fond of introducing
innovations more favourable to the profperity of
the country.

The Nabobs of Bengal, it has been already
oblerved, began the ruinous policy of farming out
the lands annually ; leaving the wretched tenants
to the oppreflion and tyranny of temporary Ze-
mindars. At the commencement of every year,

there
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there is a general congrefs of all the great far-
mers, at the capital of Bengal; which meeting
is, in the language of the country, called Punea.
The object of the congrefs is to fertle the accounts
of the former year, and to give the lands for ano-
ther, to the higheft bidder. The competition
between the farmers is favourable to the private
intereft of Mahommed Riza, and his friend the
refident; but it is deftruétive to the poor, and
confequently to the Company’s affairs.

The charge of travelling, from the more diftant
divifions of the province, and the expence of liv-
ing in the capital, are but a very inconfiderable
part of the lofs of the farmers in this vifit to court.
Pretences are never wanting to intimidate them,
on account of their paft condut; and where no
competitors offer of themlelves, fome are created
by the minifter, to raife anxiety and terror. Pre-
fents are an infallible remedy for quafhing all en-
quiries into former oppreflions; and a bribe fe-
cures to them the power of exercifing, for ano-.
ther year, their tyrannies over the unhappy te-
nants. It would be endlefs to trace the intrigues
of the farmers upon this occafion: it would be
difficult to expole all the artful villany of the mi-
nifter. The Zemindars, however wealthy they
may be, feign fuch poverty, as not to be able to
make up the balances of the preceding year.
They have even been known to carry the farce
fo far, as to {uffer a fevere whipping before they
would produce their money.

The avarice of Mahommed Riza is the caufe of
this unmanly bebaviour in the wretched farmers.
When they feem rich, the impoft is raifed ; and
the bribe mult in proportion be greater.  Their
love of money is often more powerful than the
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appears, who, for the exorbitant intereft of ten
per cent. per month, difcharges the debt. The
farmer, by fuch means as thefle, often deceives
the vigilance of the minifter and refident, and
obtains his lands for another year, becaule no
one elfe will offer a fum which the pofleflor finds
fo much difliculty to pay. A friend, in the fe.
cret, gives fecurity for the fents; and a prefent,
thrown into the hands of the minifter, fufpends,
for the time, the difcipline of the whip.

In the year 1767, the Author of the Enquity,
who refided, at the time, in Bengal, had the cu-
riofity to calculate the expence of the Bundubuft,
or yearly fettlement.  He formed his eftimate from
the accounts of various Zemindars, and he avers,
without exaggeration, that the expences amounted
to twenty-feven and one-half per cent. of the
rents of  their land§; which ‘may amount to a
million fterling. Thele. trivial perquifites were
fhared between Mahommed Riza, his friends, and
the bankers of Murfhedabad. The place of the
Company’s refident at the Darbir, or the court
of the Nabob, was monesTLy worth one hun-
dred and fifty thoufand pounds a-year.

Thefe embezzlements and fraudulent pratices
were not, however, fo detrimental to the Compa-
ny’s affairs, from the actual decreafe in the re-
venues, as from the general depravity of manners,
and the oppreflions which they introduced. 'When
the fources of government are corrupted, they
poifon the whole fiream.  Every’ petty officer in
the ftate, every clerk of the revenues, affumed
the tyrant in his own department.  Juftice was
totally fulpended 5 and the fear of being plunder-
ed by a {uperior, was the only check that remain-
ed againft the commiffion of thé moft atrocious
crimes. Lveryinftance of abftaining from the
molt cruel oppreflions, proceeded from indolence :

every
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every a&t of tyranny from the love of money.
The diftemper of avarice, in the extreme, feemed
to infect all, whom the wrath of God againft a de-
voted people, had placed in power.

The confequences of this mode of letting the confe-

lands of Bengal, were fuch as might, with little 4uenee
forefight, have been expected ; had not ftronger
impreflions, than thofe of reafon been neceflary
to convince men of a profitable error. Nothing
inthe conquered provinces was premeditated but
rapine. . Every things but plunder, was left to
chance and neceflity, who impofe their own laws.
The farmers, having no certainty of holding the
lands beyond the year, made no improvements.
Their profit muft be immediate, to fatisfy the hand
of Avarice, which was fulpended over their heads.
Imprefled with the uncertainty of their fituation,
they raifed the rents, to the laft farthing, on the
wretched tenants ; who, unwilling to forfake their
ancient habitations and houlfehold gods, fubmit-
ted to impofitions which they 'could not pay.
They looked up to Heaven in their diltrefs ; but
no redrefs remained for the wretched.

Year after year brought new tyrants, or con- of that
firmed theold,in the practice of their former oppref- ™%
fions. The tenants, being, at length, ruined, the
farmers were unable.to make good their contralls
with government. Their cruelty to their inferi-
ors recoiled, at length, on themfelves. Many
of them were bound to ftakes and whipped ; but
their poverty ceafed to be feigned, Their com-
plaints were heard in every fquare of Murfheda-
bid; and not a few of them expired in agonies,
under the lath.  Many of the inferior tenants, re-
duced to defpair, fled the country, hoping to de-
rive from other defpotifms, that lenity, which our
indolence, to fpeak the beft of ourfelves, denied:
Thofe that remained were deprived of the fmall

F 2 ftock
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ftock neceffary for cultivation ; and a great part

of the lands lay wafte. Every governor thought

it incumbent upon him to keep up the revenues

to their former pitch ; but, in fpite of the per-

mitted cruelty of ‘Mahommed Riza, they conti-

nued, every year, to decreafe. It could not have ;
happened otherwife 5 unlefs Heaven had wrought

miracles as a reward for our VIRTUES.

In propottion as an unfortunate people became
lefs able to bear the eftablifhed taxation, the modes
of colle&ting it became more oppreflive. Seven
entire battalions were added to our military efta-
blithment to enforce the colleétions. They car-
ried terror and ruin through the country ; but
poverty was more prevalent than obftinacy every
where. This new force became an enormous ex-<
pence to the Company ; and 'the unnatural prel-
fure on the people raifed the price of provifions.
The manufatturers, to be able to purchafe bread,
thewed an inclination to raife the price of their
goods. Itwas foon perceived that, fhould this
be permitted, the manufaures of Bengal would
not anfwer in Europe, fo as even to indemnify the
Company for 'prime coft, for duties and other ex-
pences, exclufive of the profit which a commer-
cial body had a right to expe&t. The prices muft'=
be kept down ; but this could not ‘be done with-
out violence. ' Provifions became daily dearer;
and the demand for goods encreafed. '

The officers chiefly employed in the manage-
ment of the revenues, being needy adventurers
from Perfia and the upper India, carried avarice,
as well as the arbitrary ideas of their own diftra&-
el governments, into their departments. ' Solici-
tous to obtain an immediate advantage to them-
felves, they forgot the interelt of their employ-
ers ; and pratifed every fpecies of rapine and
violence on the timid inhabitants of Bengal. The

wealth,
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wealth, which, in the fpace of a few years, they
accumulated, enabled them to return into their
native countries, and thus they furnithed another
caufe of the decline of fpecie in the kingdom.
Thefe foreign colle@ors maintained a numerous
train of needy dependents, who, under the protec-
tion of their tyrannical mafters, affumed the
privilege of rapine and peculation. Venality
ceafed to bea crime ; and dexterity in the art of
impofition, was deemed a recommendation to the
firlt offices of truft.

Mahommed Riza madeit his invariable policy of govern.
to keep the fervants of the Company in igno. ™eut
rance of the true ftate of affairs; and when any
deception was pradtifed, another was formed to
conceal it from view. He entered into acol-
lufion with many of the farmers. Occafi-
onal accounts were framed ; and the ufual ac-
counts were ftudioudly involved in inextricable
confufion. Men, averfe to trouble, throw them
afide; and neglect their duty in their indolence.
The [ervants of Mahommed Riza not only efcape
cenfure, but retain their places; and thus iniquity
furnifhes to itfelf a new field, for a repetition
of its execrable ralents. Extortions

To inveltigate the various demands and extor-
tions of the Aumins, or the protetors of the
people, who, inftead of defending, pillage their
charge, would be endlefs. Thefe, by a collufion
with the Zemindars, prey with them on the un-
fortunate tenants. The Gomiftas, or agents,
Dellols, Pikes, Pikars, Burkindaz, and other ver-
min, employed in the colle@ion and inveftment,
eftablifh a thoufand modes of oppreflion and ex-
tortion. An ignorant and unbappy people fee
thefe officers of government through the medium
of fear ; and comply, in melancholy filence, with
their exorbitant demands. No colletor, not even
his principal fervant, travels over any part of his dlt[-

trict,
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trict, without impofing upon the village in which
he chufes to reft, a tax of rice, fowl, kid, fruits,
and every other luxury of the table, for himfelf,
and his dependents. - He alfo levies fines, at plea-
fure, for frivolous offences, and under various,
and often falfe pretexts. The crime confifls,
in the ability of the perfon to pay the fine ; and
nothing but the excefs of miflery and poverty is
fafe from the griping hand of Avarice.

The Zemindars, or principal farmers, copy the
officers of government, in tyranny. The Riots,
or wretched tenants, are forced to give their la-
bour gratuitoufly, to this tranfitory lord of a year,
whenever he chufes to employ their toil in his fields,
when their own farms lie walte for want of
cultivation. There is not one article of confump-
tion with which the poor tenants are not obliged
to fupply the general farmer. The quantity
brought is frequently more than his confumpt
demands; and, in thefe cafes, they are forced,
under the infpeftion of his fervants, to carry
their own property to market, and to difpofe of
it for the ufe of their lord.’ They even frequent-
ly raife or fall'the. exchange upon the roupees,
againft the wretched hufbandmen ; and, without
even the ftrength of cuftom, they exa&®, from
the lower fort, fees upon births, marriages, and
contratts. There is fcarce an occurrence upon
which they have not invented arbitrary impofls.

The Company, having never examined into the
real tenures by which many poflefs = their lands,
left an ample field for fequeftration, fraud, and
encroachment. The Talookdars, or the favou-
rites and dependents of former Nabobs, hold, by
grants from their patrons, extenfive tradts of land.
Some of thefe grants convey a kind of freehold ;
others, eftates at a very low rent, poflefling, be-
fides, particular exemptions and extraordinary

immunities.
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immunities. Thefe alienations were never valid,
in the days of the empire, without being renewed
by every viceroy ; and no good reafon remains,
why they fhould now exift, as the illegal means of
oppreflion, in the hands of petty tyrants. They
have even added encroachment upon the adjacent
lands, to the injuftice by which they poflefs their
own ; and they have prefumed to lay tolls on fer-
ries, and impofts upon markets,. even beyond the
limits of their imperfe&t grants. This encroach-
ment on the rights of the Company is, however,
a kind of benefit to the people. The poffeflor of
the grant, confiders the lands which it defcribes,
as his own property ; and he is, from a natural
felfithnefs, more a friend to his inferiors than the
fugitive Zemindar of a year.

To render clear affairs hitherto little under-
ftood, we muft defcend into more particulars.
The frauds and oppreflions committed in Ben-
gal, in the colle@tion of the revenue, are as vari-
ous as they are without number. The interior
policy fubfifting in that kingdom, will throw new
light on the fubjet. Some of the lands in Ben-
gal go under the defignation of Comar, having
no native temants, being cultivated by vagrant
hufbandmen, who wander from place to place in
queft of labour. A farmer takes frequently large
trats of thefe lands upon contraét. He obliges
himfelf to be anfwerable to government for the
produce; but he keeps the accounts himfelf.
The vagrant hufbandmen whom he employs,
having neither implements of agriculture nor
ftock, are, from time to time, fupplied with
fmall fums by the farmer, and, when the harvelt
is gathered in, he appropriates to himfelf two
thirds of the crap; after paying bimfelf from the
remainder, for the intereft of the fums advanced
to the vagrants. The accounts delivered in to

government
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government contain every thing but the truth;
and this mode, from our indolence, becomin
moft profitable to the Zemindar, he wifhes to de-
populate the country, in fome meafure, for his
own gain

The lands, which are under the immediate ma-
nagement of government, are, in the language
of the country, called Cofs. They differ from
the Comar in various particulars. Stewards are
appointed to fuperintend them, without the power
of making new contrafls with the tenants, or of
raifing upon them the rents, being accountable
only for the rents of the lands, as they ftand
upon the rolls of the diftri&. Thefe rolls, how-
ever, are in general falfe and defetive. Some
lands, to ferve particular friends, are greatly un-
der-rated ; and others are entirely concealed by
the addrels of the ftewards. To grant certain
immunities to the ftewards themfelves, was for-
merly much in practice. They were permitted
to poflels, for their fubfiftence, gardens, paftures,
ponds for fith, and fields for rice. Thele privi-
leges have been greatly enlarged fince Bengal fell
under the Company ; and the ftewards have fixed
no decent bounds to their encroachments.

The lands diftinguifhed by the name of Riotty,
are poflefied and cultivated by the native inhabi-
tants under Zemindars, or farmers, who contratt
for them with government for an annual fum.
The rents are partly levied on a meafurement,
and partly on the various produtions which are
fent to market, and converted into money by the
farmer. The ruinous effects of this mode of col-
lecting the revenue have been already explained.
There are, befides, great quantities of walfte
lands, which are of two kinds; lands ftruck off
the public books, at a former period, which are
now cultivated, but not brought to account;

and
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and fuch as are really wafte, which comprehend
at lealt one fourth part of Bengal. Of the for-
mer there are many large fertile trals, well cul-
tivated, which have been appropriated by Zemin-
dars and their dependents ; and they find means,
in their accounts with an indolent government,
to avoid all ferutiny into their ufurpations.

To add to the mifmanagement, lands are fet
apart for almoft every officer under the govetn-
ment; a mode of falary which makes no appear-
ance upon the annual accounts, but which, not-
withftanding, amounts to more than all the ap-
parent charges of collettion. Great hurt arifes
to the revenues from this practice, and the abufe
fubfifts without reformation. The lands of all
the officers ought inftantly to be refumed, and
their falaries to be paid out of the exchequer.
Many of the colleftors have allo impofed partial
duties upon the fubjeft; and thus have added
oppreflion and injultice to the people, to their
ufurpations upon government.

Juftice is fuffered to be greatly perverted by the
officers above fpecified, and others, who, from
their inherent art or abilities, fubftitute their
own decifions where government have eftablithed
no legal judges. The cuftom of impofing mulcts
and fines in all cafes, is an intolerable grievance
to a wretched people. The rich fuffer, by having
money to give; the poor, by being deprived of
reftitution, becaufe they have none. Every Ma-
hommedan, who can mutter over the Coran, raifes
himfelf to a judge, without either licence or ap-
pointment ; and every Brahmin, at the head of a
tribe, diftributes juftice according to his own
fancy, without controul. The latter threatens
the ‘ignorant with the dreadful punithment of
excommunication; and thus his own moderation
becomes the meafure of the fums which he receives
from-an unfortunate race of men.

Such,
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Such, in the year 1767, was the true ftate of
Bengal: bur, it is to be hoped, that the regula-
tions of 1770 have reformed many abufes. A
plan was in that year digefted, and begun to be
carried into execution by men who could not be
ftrangers to any one of the above particulars;
though, from their {tri¢t adherence to the regu-
lations of a noble governor, to which they were
tied down by exprefs orders from the Court of
Diretors, the abufes were permitted to exiit till
the country was beggared and depopulated. The
effe@ which the plan may have, cannot yet be
eftimated with precifion. Were we, however, to
judge from the improvements in Burdwin, which
has been under the management of a very able
fervant for fome years paft, and has greatly en-
creafed in revenue and population, the new re-
gulations will be attended with very confiderable
advantages to the Company. But even Burdwan
owed part of its profperity to the mifery and dif-
trefs of the furrounding diftriéts. The plan
adopted will be far from effetuating the reforma-
tion and encreafe of the revenue which are now
required ; for the balance of the revenue could,
in the year 1770, hardly difcharge the four hun-
dred thoufand pounds paid annually to govern-
ment. If our information is juft, what mighty
advantages have the Company derived from their
great acquifitions in Bengal ?

Idea of the prefent Government of Bengal,

THE total fufpenfion of all juftice, among the
natives of Bengal, was another caufe of national
decay. Men who retained fome property in fpite
of the violence' of the times, inftead of being

protetted
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protetted by Britith laws, found that they had
not even the juftice of a defpot to depend upon
when they were wronged. The officers of the
Nabob, As THEY WERE CALLED, committed
every fpecies of violence, under the pretence of

Ixxv

the orders of the Company. When any perfon .

complained to the governor and council, he was
referred back to thofe very men of whom he had
complained. The heavy crime of having ap-
pealed to Britifh juftice was thrown in his face,
by oppreflors who were at once judges and par-
ty; and ruinand corporal punifhment were added
to his other wrongs. The fpirit which afferts
the natural rights of mankind, was called info-
lence, till it was totally broken by oppreflion;
and men were even cautious in venting their
complaints in fecret, fearing that the very walls
of their moft private apartments had ears.

Thefe grievances, however, proceeded not
from the inhumanity of the Britifh governors in
Bengal. The Author of the Enquiry can aver,
from perfonal knowledge, that the fucceflors of
a certain noble lord were men of probity and ho-
nour, enemies to oppreflion and cruelty of every
kind. But the whole weight of fuch a monftrous
and heterogeneous chaos of government, confift-
ing of military, political, commercial and judi-
cial affairs, falling upon the fhoulders of men un-
experienced in the regulation and management
of the great machine of ftate, it was impoffible
for them to give the neceflary attention to all de-
partments. The multiplicity of affairs over-
whelmed them with its weight; and the king-
dom fuffered more from a total want of fyltem,
than from any premeditated defign.
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nihilated, or they loft their power undeér the fum-
mary defpotifm of the revolted Nabebs. Ma-
hommed Riza, as the aQing minifter, had the
whole executive power in his hands; and thofe
who retained the name of judges were only the
executioners of his partial and violent decifions.
The Company’s governor could not, in the na-
ture of things, enter into the caufe of every indi-
vidual, in a very populous kingdom. When he
confulted his own eafe, he yielded to a kind of

ecefliry ; and he had to his own confcience the
plaufible excufe of having remanded the com-
plaints to the judgment of a man who was per-
tectly acquainted with the manners, cuftoms and
prejudices of the natives.

But even friendfhip itfelf will not permit the
Writer of the Enquiry to juftify the political con-
duct of any of thofe men who poflefled the fu-
preme power in Bengal. Many regulations, ob-
vious in themfelves, might bave been formed;
many pernicious pratices be abolithed, which
have been continued either through negligence
or motives of another kind. Among the latter,
ought to be numbered the cuftom of firiking
roupees every year, and iffuing them out at five
per centum above the real weight and ftandard.
"Fo explain the fubjec, a dry differtation muft be
introduced. The new-coined roupees are iffued
irom the mint at fixteen per centum more than
the current roupee; a coin merely imaginary,
for the convenience of reducing all money to a
certain denomination. The Sicea roupee, as the
coin is called, continues to circulate, at the above
value, till towards the latter end of the firft
year. ‘The dealers in money, as the roupee lofes
three per centum of its value at the beginning of
the fecond year, refufe to receive it in payment,

without



THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

~without a deduion of one or two per centum as
it advances to that period.

In the beginning of the fecond year, the rou-
pee, by this moft prepofterous of all regulations,
has loft three per centum of its imaginary value.
In this manner it continues gradually to fall, till
the third year after coinage; and, from that time

Ixxvii

condu& of

forward it remains at eleven per centum, the in-
P )

trinfic value of the filver. The pofleflor of the
roupee may then, upon the payment of three per
centum to the mint, have the fame re-coined into
a new Sicca of the imaginary value of fixteen per
centum. This gain of two per centum is intended
as an inducement to bring in the filver, that the
government may have an opportunity, every year,
of robbing the public of three per ceatum upon
the greater part of their current fpecie. To fup-
port this moft iniquitous fyftem, the revenues are
direfted to be paid in the new Sicca roupees,
otherwife the money-changer will make fuch de-
dutions, as muft occafion a very confiderable
lofs to the unfortunate people. This evil is at-
tended by another. The courfe of exchange in
the markets varics toward the worft, from this
cruel regulation by government, from combina-
tions among the bankers, and the demand for
particular roupees to difcharge the revenue.

This mode of levying an annual tax on the fil-
ver currency, is not of the invention of the Bri-
tith governors of Bengal. The regulation derived
its firft exiftence from the well-known bankers,
the Jaggat Seats of Murfhedabad, in the fhort
reign of the inconfiderate Surage-ul-Dowla. The
error lies in its being adopted. But we drop this
part of the fubje&, ‘and return to the prefent ftate
of government. To do juftice to the Court of
Direétors,  their repeated orders have checked
the violence and rapine of the nominal govern-
ment of the Nabob. Some of the Company’s
. fervants

the mint.
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fervants fuperintend, in various divifions of the
country, the colletion of the revenue. The
penfion, and emoluments of Mahommed Riza
have been leflened with his power. The king-
dom, in point of civil regulation, if civil regula-

‘tion can exiflt without regular courts of juftice,

i1s on a better footing than before. But much
remains to be done! The diftrefles of an unfor-
tunate people continue to increafe, through caufes
which muft be explained.

General Oz‘yé’}-*vaf:'om.

THE idea of the prefent ftate and government
of Bengal conveyed, in the preceding fe&ions,
juftifics the following conclufion, That the Com-
pany, in the management of that great kingdom,
have hitherto miltaken their own intereft. To
increafe the revenues was the point to which their
fervants invariably directed their attention; but
the means’ employed defeated their views, and
became ruinous to a people whom their arms

had fubdued. Though they exported the fpecie,

though they checked commerce by monopoly,
they heaped oppreflion upon additional taxes, as
if rigour were neceflary to power.

Much penetration was not neceffary to difcover,
that it was not by the revenues of Bengal alone
that either the Britifh nation or the Company were
to be enriched. A country deftitute of mines,
deprived of foreign commerce, muft, however

opulent from better times, in the end be exhauft-

ed. The tranfitory acquifition, upon the opinion
that all the fpecie of Bengal had centered in Great
Britain, would have no defirable effe®. The fu-
gitive wealth would glide through our hands; and

' we

+
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we would have only our folly to regret, when the
fources would happen to become dry. Bengal,
without ruin to itfelf, could fpare none of its fpe-
cie ; and the objeéts to which our aim fhould have
been directed, are as obvious as they are falutary.
We ought to have encouraged agriculture, the

trade with the relt of Afia, and internal manu.’

facture.

Ixxix

Agriculture conftitutes the wealth of every from the

ftate, not merely commercial. Bengal, a king-
dom fix hundred miles in length, and three hun-
dred in breadth, is compoled of one vaft plain of
the molit fertile foil in the world. Watered by
many navigable rivers, inhabited by fifteen mils
lions of induftrious people, capable of producing
provifions for double the number, as appears from
the defarts which oppreffion has made; it feems
marked out, by the hand of Nature, asthe moft
advantageous region of the earth for agriculture.
Where taxes are moderate, where fecurity of pro-
perty is joined to a rich foil, cultivation will en-
creafe, the neceflaries of life will become cheap,
as well as the grofs materials which manufalturers
require. Manufalurers, by thefe means, would
not only fall in their price, but they would be pro-
duced in a greater quantity ; larger inveltments
might be made by the company, the conlumption
would encreafe, and the profits rife. Bengal can,
in thort, be only ufeful in the profperity and in-
duftry of its inhabitants, Deprive it of the laft
remains of its wealth, and you ruin an unfor-
tunate people, without enriching yourlelves.

In the place of thofe placid regulations, which preceding

render mankind ufeful to their lords, we fublfti-
tuted, with prepofterous policy, force, the abrupt
expedientiof barbarous conquerors. The preflure of
taxation has, in the fpace of a few years, trebled
the price of provifions of all kinds. The Company

: have,
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have, in the mean time, been endeavouring, by
every poflible meafure, to encreafe their inveft-
ments, without raifing the price. Various opprel-
fions, have, for this purpofe, been adopted. This
wretched expedient is of fhort duration. The
manufalturer may, for one year, perhaps for two,
redouble his induftry ; but whilft the work of his
hands is forced from hiin ata {tated and arbitrary
price, he finks under an uncommon effort, fubjeét
to defpair. The principal fervants of the Com-
pany, to conceal the evil, have found themfelves
obliged, cither to remit in the quality of the
goods, or to raife the price to the manufa&turer.
Both expedients have been in part adopted ; but
itis a temporary remedy, without the hopes of
effetuating a cure.

‘T'he reafons already mentioned have contribut-
ed to deftroy the rrade of Bengal with the reft of
Afia. Merchants can only procure the gleanings
of the Company. The quality is inferior, and the
prices bigh. Nations, formerly fupplied from
Bengal, found themfelves under the neceffity of
eftablitbing manufadtures of the fame kind at
home, or to adapt their cloathing to their poverty.
Argumenton this head is fuperfluous. The plan
mult be totally andradically changed. Tke queition
is not to oblige the people to become filk-winders,
fpinners and weavers, and to take the fruits of their
Iabour, as it is pradtifed at prefent, at an arbitra-
ry price. Indultry cannot be forced upon a peo-
ple; let them derive advantage fion: toil, and
indolence fhall lofe its hold.  Ingenuity expires
under the foolith defpotifm which defeats its own
ends ; and human nature, in its moft wretched
ftate, revolts againft labour, which produces no-
thing but an increafe of toil. :
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TO ITS FORMER PROSPERITY.

Preliminary Obfervationss

GOVERNMENT,_ among the natives of a Reflefti-
Country, riles imperceptibly from that impenetra- zﬂie‘;ﬁ_‘hc
ble obfcurity with which time and barbari{m have ment of
covered the origin of mankind. When' ftates are %%
fubdued by foreign enemies, who are advanced in
the arts of civil life, a new conftitution generally
ftarts up from their preflure upon the old. Some
Jaws of the conquerors muft neceflarily fuperiede
fome of the retulations of the conquered;  but
the. ancient form of government remains in
all the lefler departments of the tate. When the
Patans conquered India, when the Moguls extend-
ed their empire over that country, many of the
indigenous laws of the northern nations of Afia
were introduced ; but the great fyltem, in moft of
its parts, defcended from the regulations which
Brahma tranfmitted, with his followers, irom
remote antiquity.

Vou. IIL G The
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The Britifh nation have become the conquerors
of Bengal, and they ought to extend fome part
of their own fundamental jurifprudence to fecure
their conquelts. Te call the pofleflions of the
Company by any othier name, is to leave them un-
defined. The {word is our tenure, and not the
Firman of an unfortunate prince, who could not
give what was not bis own. The thin veil of the
commiffion for the Dewanny is removed ; and we
fee a great kingdom at laft in our power, whofe
revolutions we direCted before. It isan abfolute
conqueft, and it is fo confidered by the world.
This it was neceflury to premife. The Author of
the Enquiry will now proceed to his plan for re-
ftoring our conquefts to their former profperity.
But he proceeds with diffidence : he fees the mag-
nitude of the [ubje&, he feels his own want of
abilities. He hopes not to efcape without cen-
fure, as he confefles himfelf liable to error ; but
he fhall anfwer his own purpole, if he can throw
iome rays of light upon a fubje&, which, though
interefting to the nation, continues ftill involved
in obfcurity,

Propofal for eftablifbing landed Property.

POLICY precedes regulation in every fociety ;
and a nation has public before it has private con-
cerns. The great line of general arrangement is
prior to the inferior detail of government, the
latter being neceflarily a fuperftru€ture raifed on
the foundation of the former. In Bengal we are
to fuppole, thata new treaty is to fettle its great
affairs ; otherwife we build on the fand, and the
rain comes; and wathes all away. We fhall only
mention a fubje@ en which we may hereafter en-

: large.
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large. Give the province of Allahabad to Suja-
ul-Dowla, the territories of Bulwant Singh to the
emperor, recal your troops into your own domi-
nions, make Patna or Mongeer the refidence of
the reprefentative of Timur, degrade the wretch-
ed Mubarick from his nominal Nabobfhip, and let
Mahommed Riza resieN. Thefe arrangements
require no addrefs ; the perfons mentioned were the
creatures, and they ftill continue the flaves of your
power. Befides, the meafures will not difpleafe
the parties. Theprovince of Allahabad will fa-
tisfy Suja-ul-Dowla for the territories of Bulwant
Singh ; Shaw Allum will prefer Patna to his re-
fidence at Allahabid; a fmall penfion is more eli-
gible for Mubdrick, thanthe dangerous name of
power which he does not hold ; and Mahommed
Riza has derived from his services the means of
fecuring an affluent retreat for his age. If it {hall
appear neceflary to retain Bengal by an Imperial
Firman, let it be changed into that of perpetual
Nabob.

lxxxiii

‘This fundamental regulation being fettled, ano- Refledi-

& on

ther of equal boldnefs, but no lels practicable, [iyied

ought to fucceed. An eftablifhed idea of proper- p
ty is the fource of all induftry among individuals,
and, of courfe, the foundation of public profpe-
rity. - When mankind are reftrained from poflef-
fing any thing which they can call their own, they
are but paflengers in their native country, and
make only thofe flight accommodations which
{uit fugitive wayfarers through the land. A care-
leffnefs for induftry is the natural confequence of
the tranfitorinefs of the fruits of toil ; and men fit
fluggifhly down, with their hands in their bofoms,
when they are not for a moment certain of poffel-
fing property, much lefs of tranfmitting it to their
polterity or frierds. '

G 2 The
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" "The decline of agriculture, of commerce, and
of trade, in the kingdom of Bengal, have been
already reprefented, and the ruinous confequences
of farming out the lands from year to year, have
been amply explained. = Though long leafes might
greatly contribute to remove thefe evils ; there is
no poflibility of doubt, but the eftablifhment of
real praperty would more immediately and effeu-
ally promote a certainty of profperity to. the king-
dom. Let, therefore, the Company be impower-
ed, by act of Parliament, to difpofe of all the
lands in Bengal and Behir, in perpetuity, at an
annual fum, not lefs than the prefent rents. This
fingle operation would have a chain of beneficial

‘effe@s. The firlt fale of the lands would raife a

fum which cannot be eftimated with any degree of
precifion; but we may venture to affirm, that,
fhould the fcheme be properly advertifed before it
was to take place, and a fourth part of the lands
only to be difpofed of every: year, until the whole
fhould be fold, no lefs than ten millions, befides
a certain and perpetual revenue; might be drawn
from' the hidden treafures of Bengal, and efpeci-
ally from the other opulent kingdoms of Hindof-
tan. vi:

Mankind, it is eafy to perceive, would, in an
empire where no real property exiits, crowd to a
counitry in which ‘they could enjoy the fruits of
their labour, and tranfmit them to their pofterity.
Cultivation.would be the confequence of fecurity.
The farmer *would improve, to the height, lands
that were his own.  The revenue would ‘be regu-
larly paid without the heavy expenceof a band of
oppreflors, ‘under ‘the name of Colle®tors, who
fuck the veryvitals of thecountry ; and nothing
would be required but a few comptoirs for the
purpofe of recciving the rents. The whole face
of the country would be changed in a few years :

in
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in the place of ftraggling towns, compofed of mi-
ferable huts, half of which are waflhed away every
feafon by the rain, great and opulent cities would
arife. Inhabitants would crowd into Bengal from
every corner of India, with their wealth; the de-
ficiency in the currency would be reftored, com-
merce would diffufe itfelf through eyery vein,
and manufa&tures would flourifhto a degree before
unknown.

Men of {peculation may fuppofe, that the fecu-
rity of property to the natives might infule a {pirit
of freedom, dangerous to our power, into our [n-
dian fubje&s. Nature herfelf feems to have de-
nied liberty to the inhabitants of the torrid zone.
To make the natives of .the fertile foil of Bengal
free, is beyond the power of political arrangement.
The indolence which attends the climate, prevents
men from that conftant aQivity and exertion,
which is neceffary to keep the nice balance of free-
dom.  Their religion, their inftitutions, their
manners, the very dilpofitions of their minds,
form them for paliive obedience. To give them

property would only bind them with fironger ties

to our interelt ; and make them more our fub-
jects 5 or if the Britith nation prefers the name—
more our {laves. '
Men who have nothing to lofe, are only en-
flaved by difunion; and the terror of the impend-
ing fword, Drive them to the laft verge of po-
verty, and defpair will {tand- in the place of {pirit,
and make them free, Men poflefled of property
are enflaved by their intereft, by their conveni-
ence, their luxury and their inherent fears. We
owe our freedom to the poverty of our anceftors,
as much asto therude independence of their fe-
rocious barbarifm. But it is even difficult, in the
cool air of our climate, to retain, in the midit
of luxury and wealth, the vigour of mind necef-

fary

Ixxxv
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fary to keep us free. To confer property on the
inhabitants of Bengal, will never raife in their
minds a fpirit of independence. Their fole hopes
of retaining that property, will be derived from
our policy and valour. When we fall, their lands
will deviate to other heirs. |

"The revenues of Bengal, when properly paid,
amount to four millions. Should this fum ap-
pear too {mall for perpetuity, many ways ‘and
means of encreafing the taxes, without raifing
the rents, will prefent themfelves. The Britith
nation, famous for their political freedom, are ftill
more famous for their judgment and wifdom in im-
pofing taxations. Let them transfer to the Banks
of the Ganges, a part of that {cience of finance,
which has fo much diftinguifhed their councils at
home. The wealth of the people of Bengal is a
treafury which will never fail, if drawn upon with
judgment. Taxes may rife, in a jult proportion,
to the wealth which this regulation will inevitably
throw into our dominions in the Eaft.

Very extenfive pofieflions in the hands of an
individual, are produtive of pernicious confe
quences in all countries ; they ought, therefore,
to be prevented in the prefent regulation. ' Let
the purchafers be confined to a certain quantity
of land, not exceeding, upon any account, fifty
thoufand roupees a-year. ' To prevent the accu-
mulation of landed property, let the fpirit of the
laws of a commonwéalth be adopted, and the
lands bedivided equally among all the male iflue
of the proprietor. Let the moveable property be
divided among the Mahommedan part of our fub-
je€ts, according to the laws of the Coran. Let
the Hindoos, in the fame manner, rctain their

own lawsof inheritance; “hlch are clear, ﬁmple,
and denned

Paper
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Paper Currency.

THE abfolute eftablithment of landed property,
would create a perfet confidence in our faith, A jropotal
among our fubjects in the Ealt ; and this circum- for efta-
ftance leads to another regulation, which, if adopt- bifie
ed, would havea great and immediate effe&t on
the profperity of Bengal. The want of a fuffi-
cient quantity of fpecie for the purpofes of trade,
and the common intercourfes among mankind, is
one of the greateft evils under which Bengal at
prefent labours. Let, therefore, a paper curren-
cy be introduced; a meafure at once falutary,
ealy, and prafticable. Let a bank be immediate-
ly eftablifhed at Calcutta, for the convenience of
Europeans. This would, by becoming familiar
to the natives, prepare them for a more general
paper currency. ‘The mode of carrying this into
execution, is left in the hands of thofe better
acquainted with the nature of banking, than the
Author of the Enquiry.

To deftroy, at once, the frandulent fcience of
exchange, which proves fo detrimental to trade in currency,
Bengal, a current coin ought to be eftablithed, to
pafs without variation, for its fixed and intrinfic
value. This was, in fome degree, attempted by
a noble governor, but he failed in his firlt princi-
ples, by impofing an arbitrary value upon his
coin, not lefs than twenty per cent. abaove its
intrinfic worth. No other reafon is neceflary for
the bad fuccefs of this coinage. Though a deci-
mal divifion of money is the moft rational and
commodious ; yet entirely to change the forms of
a country, in that refpect, might be attended with
great inconvenience. Let the roupee, therefore,
confift, as at prefent, of fixteen of the imagiary
Anas, which are now ufed in accounts in Ben-
gal. The Pice, which is the twelfth part of an
Ana, may be continued as the imaginary
coin ; but a copper coin of one half of an Ana,

would
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would anfwer the fubdivifions of money, and be
greatly beneficial to the poor.

The immediate fall of the exorbitant intereft
of 'money, which prevails in Bengal, would be
one of the firlt effects of this regulation. Ten
per centum is the prefent intereft ; not fo much
owing to infecurity, as to the want of currency.
Men of undoubted and eftablifhed credit are rea-
dy to give this great premium to the lender, as
they can turn the money to a great and immedi-
ate advantage. Were every man enabled, by a
paper currency, to bring his whole property to
the market, monopoly, in fpite of oppreflion,
would be at an end, and trade extend itfelf through
a thoufand channels not known now in fpecula-
tion. The confequence would be highly benefi-
cial; Bengal would draw great quantities of mo-
ney from all the regions of Afia; and, by enrich-
ing herfelf, be rendered capable of bearing fuch
taxes upon different articles, as this nation, for
the augmentation of the revenues, might think
proper to impofe. ' '

Napal, Thibet, Ava, Arracan, Pegu, Siam,
Cochin-china, China, and almoft all the iflands
in the Eaftern ocean, produce gold : Tn the wett,
that metal feems only to be found in the Turkith
Diarbekir. Japan and China’ only have filver
mines. Afia contains native wealth, which
has enriched it in all ages, exclufive of the ba-
lance of its commerce againft Europe. The Au-
thor of the Enquiry means not that fpecie fhould
be drawn from the Eaft. But it might center in
Bengal, and makeit one of the richeft kingdoms
in the world ; whillt we might ‘import, 1n _its
manufactures, the furplus of its revenues, with-
out damaging either its foreign commerce or inter-
nal profperity. ' s
- Thefe two plans, and it is to be feared only
thele, would reftore, undera government efta-

s
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blithed on impartial juftice, Bengal to its former
profperity and {plendor. Let the lands be difpof-
ed of in property: let a paper currency be efta-
blithed. Every individual would, in fuch a cafe,
become indultrious in improving his own eftate ;
provifions would fall to a third part of the pre-
fent price ; the country would affume a new face,
and the people wear the afpect of joy, Immenfe
tracts of rich land, which now, with their woods,
conceal the ruins of great cities, would again be
cultivated ; and new provinces arife out of thole
marfhy iflands, near the mouth of the Ganges,
which are, at prefent, the wild haunts of the rhi-
poceros and tiger.

Monopolies,

Ixxxix

THERE is no maxim in commerce better ef- Monopo-

gablifhed, than the deftructive tendency of mono-
polies. In Bengal, its recent evils are well-known
and abhorred. A law muft provide againft it ;
otherwile every other regulation will be made in
vain. ‘The inhabitants muft be permitted to en-
joy a free trade; {ubjett, however, to fuchimpofls
gpon various articles, excepting thofe of either
the growth or manufature of Great Britain, as
may be thought reafonable from time to time.
Grofs articles, neceflary for carrying on the finer
manufactures, ought, however, to be exempted
from duty; and every encouragement poflible
given to the export trace.

lies

Free merchants ought to be encouraged ; nei- abolifhed.

ther muft they be excluded from the inland trade ;
as that circumftance would place the fubje@s of
Great Britain on a worfe footing than foreigners,
whom we cannot, without violence, prevent from
e ' trading
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trading wherever they pleafe. Let, however, the
refidence of the free merchants be confined to
Calcutta ; as the influence which all the natives of
Brirain have acquired over the inhabitants of
Bengal, is fo great, that the felfifh can convert
it into the means of oppreflion, The Indian
agents of Britith traders will not carry, among a
wretched people, the fame terror which clothes
their mafters ; whom it is a kind of facrilege not
to obey, in their moft unjuft commands.

The fervants of the Company will have many
of objeétions to this propofal. But the management
the revenues, and of the general trade, which muft
remain in their hands, will ftill give them fuperior
advantages, fufficient to gratify all their reaflona-
ble defires. The influence of a member of the
council will, without doubt, enable any man, in
that high ftation, to engrofs a fhare of the trade,
almoft equal toa partial monopoly. Should even
a man of that rank be fo felf-denied, as not to
take advantage of the influence annexed to his
place, his attention to commerce would encroach
on the time dllotted for public affairs. Let him,
therefore, when he rifes to the board, be debar-
red from trading, either dire€tly or indireétly,
by fevere penalties of law ; and let there an ample
allowance be made for his fervices, from the funds
of the Company. '

Religion.

MEN who fubmit to bodily fervitude, have
been known to revolt againit the flavery impofed
on their minds, We may ufe the Indians for our
benefit in this world, but let them ferve them-
felves as they can inthe next.  All religions mult
be tolerated in Bengal, except in the practice of
: : : fome
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fome inhuman cuftoms, which the Mahomme-
dans have already, in a great meafure, deltroyed.
We mutft not permit young widows, in their vir-
tuous enthufialm, to throw themfelves on the
funeral pile, with their dead hufbands; nor the
fick and aged to be drowned, when their friends
defpair of their lives.

The Hindoo religion, in other refpeds, infpires
the purelt morals. ~Produétive, from its princi-
ples, of the greateflt degree of fubordination to
authority, it prepares mankind for the govern-
ment of foreign lords. It fupplies, by its well-
followed precepts, the place of penal laws; and
it renders crimes almoft unknown in the land.
The peaceable fentiments which it breaths, will
check the more warlike dotrines promulgated by
the Coran. ~ The prudent fucceflors of Timur faw
that the Hindoo religion was favourable to their
power; and they fheathied the fword,which the other
princes of the Mahommedan perfualion employed
in eftablithing their own faith, in all their con-
quefts: * Freedom of confcience was always enjoy-
£d in India in the abfence of political freedom.

xci

‘toleration

of all reli-
gions.

Attention muft be paid to the ufages and very .

prejudices of the people, as "well as a regard for
their religion. ~ Though many things of that kind
may appear abfurd and trivial among Europeans,
they are of the utmoft importance among the In-
dians.  The leaft breach of them may be produc-
tive of an expulfion from the fociety, a more
dreadful punifhment Draco himfelf could not de-
vife. *But the caution about religion is fuperflu-
ous: thefe are no converting days. = Among the
lilt of crimes committed in Bengal, perfecution
for religion is not to be found ; and he that will
confent to part with his property, may carry his
opinions away with freedom. :

The
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The Executive Power.

THE great path of general regulation is with
lefs difficulty traced, than the minute lines which
carry the current of government from the center
to the extremities of the ftate. Prattice refifts
theory more on this fubje& than in any other;
and the wilelt legiflators can neither forefee nor
prevent obftacles, which may rife in the progrefs
of time. In a country where the body of the
people meet annually, in their reprefentatives, to
new inconveniencies new remedies may be inftant-
ly applied ; and even the mandate of the defpot
lofes half its tyranny, in the expedition with which
it oppofes evil.

The diftance of Bengal from the eye of the
Britith legiflature, render it extremely difficult for
them to frame laws againft every emergency that
may arife ; and it is equally difficult, with pro-
priety, to create alegiflative authority in a king-
dom, which cannot, in the nature of things, have
a reprefentative of its own,  The executive power
being velted in the governor and council, it is
dangerous to truft them with the legiflative ; and
it is impoflible to permit the court of juftice,
which we ‘mean to propofe, to make thofe laws
upon which they are to decide. Thelealt of two
evils is preferred by the prudent. Let the gover-
nor and council fuggelt annually, in their gene-
ral letter, the neceflary regulations; and thefe,
alter being duly weighed by the Companmy, in
their collettive body at home, be laid before
parliament, to be by them, iffound juft, neceffary
and equitable, framed into a law. "The general
laws for the government of Bengal being, by the
Britifh legiflature once eftablithed, the inconveni-
ences which may arife in India, will neither be fo

great
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great nor detrimental as to occafion much mifchief
for one, or even two years ; in which time, the
propoled regulations, fent home by the governor
and council, will return to them with the force of
laws. i
The executive power, in its full extent, as at
prefent, muft be vefted in a prefident and council,
of which the chief jultice and commander in chief
of the troops ought to be, ex gffcio, members.
The number fhould be encreafed to fixteen, of
which any five, with the prefident, may form a
board ; and ten always to refide at Calcuita, ex-
clufive of the chiefjuitice’ and the commander in
chief, fhouid even the peaceablenefs of the times
permit him to be abfent from the army. The

four remaining counfellors thould be direéted to

refide in the capitals of the larger, diftrids, into
which, for the benefit of juftice, we fhall hereaf-
ter divide the provinces of Bengal and Bebar.
The bufinefs for forming regulations to make a
foundation of a law, being of the laftimportance,
ought never to come before lefs than ten mewbers
in council, of whom the chicf juftice ought'inva-
riably to be one.

Let a general board of revenue be eftablifhed
at Calcutta, at which a member of the council
is to prefide. Let this board, in its inferior de-
partments, be conducted by the Company’s fer-
vants ;.and let it receive the correfpondence and
check the accounts of four cther boards of the
fame kind, but of inferior jurifdiction, to be fixed
at Dacca,-- Murfhedabad, Mongeer; and Patna.
Let the provinces of Bengal and Behar be divid-
ed into five equal divilions, each fubject, in the
firlk jaftance, to one of the !our boards, which
are-all underthe controul of the fuperior board of
revenue eftablithed at Calcutta. In the leffir dif-
trills, let a Company’s fervant fuperintend the

. ' colletion

xciil

the coun-
cil;

boards of
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colleétion of the revenue ; and be accountable for
his tranfaltions, to the board, under whofe jurif-
diction he a@s. -

The wild chaos of government, if the ab-
fence of all rule deferves the name, which fub-
fifts in Bengal, muft be utterly removed. There
fome faint traces of the Britith conftitution s
mixed with the pofitive orders of a Court of Di-
rectors, the convenient and temporary expedients
of a trading governor and council, the fecret or-
ders of the fele@t committee, the influence of the
prefident, with the Nabob, and the boilterous
defpotifm of Mahommed Riza. To feparate, or
even to refltrain them within proper bounds, is
beyond human capacity ; fome branches muft be

off to give more vigour and room to others
to flourith. Mubdrick muft retire from the Muf-
nud ; Mahommed Riza and the fecret: committee
vanith away ; and even the council itfelf muft be
reftrained from srEVI manu defpotifm ; fuch as,
the fending home, by force, Britith fubjeéls, and
difmiffing officers without the fentence of a court
martial. '

Yudicial Power.
TO preferve the health of the political body,

the pure ftream of impartial juftice muft rufh,
with vigour, through every vein. When it meets
with obfiruétions, a difeafe’is produced; and,
when the whole mafs becomes corrupted, a lan-
guor fucceeds, which frequently terminates in
death. To drop the metaphor, the diftributers
of jufticé ought to be independent of every thing
but the law. The executive part of government
muil not interfere with the decifions of the judge,
otherwife that officer, who was created for the

defence
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defence of the fubjet from injury, becomes a tool
of oppreflion in the hands of "defpotifm.

The firft principle of wife legiflation is to open Various
an ealy paflage to the temple of Juftice. Where gt
the feat of redrefs is either diftant or difficult of zal,
accefs, an injury is forgot to avoid the trouble of
complaint; and thus injuftice is encouraged by
the almoft certain profpect of impunity. 'I'c avoid
this evil, the Author of the Enquiry thinks it ne-
ceflary, that the a& of the legiflature, which fhall
conftitute the mode of diftributing juftice, thould
alfo divide Bengal and Behir into five great pro-
vinces, the capitals of which ought to be Cal-
cutta, Murfhedabad, and Dacca, in Bengal ; and
Patna and Mongeer, in Behir. Let each of thefe
five great divifions be fubdivided into ten Chuck-
las, or extenfive diftrits, almoft the number of
which the kingdom confifts at prefent; and let
each of thefe be ftill fubdivided into an indefinite
number of Pergunnas.

-To bring jultice, to ufe a certain author’s Confiabi-
words, home to the door of every man, let there, fi‘lgjgfr‘lhc
in each village, be eftablithed, as in the days of peace.
the empire, a Muckuddum, to a& as a conftable
for the prefervation of the peace. A Sheichdir,
with a commiffion fimilar to that of a juftice of
the peace, fhould be fixed in the moft centrical
part of the Pergunna or lefler diftri, to whom
difputes, which cannot be quathed by the autho-
rity of the Muckuddum or conftable, may be re-
ferred. Let the court of this officer, however,
communicate with another of a more extenfive
and ample jurifdiction, eftablifhed in the capital
of the divifion or diftri&, of which the Pergunna
is a part.

Similar to the office of a Sheikdér, or juftice of Cutwal, or

“the peace, ought to be that of the Cutwil or Mayor.
mayor of great towns and confiderable cities.
The
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The wildom of the houfe of Timur eftablifhed
this officer, to animadvert upon thieves, gam-
blers, and other mifereants; to remove nuifances,
to fupprefs pimps and jugglers, to prevent fore-
flalling of grain and other provifions; to be the
regulator of the market, and to decide in all tri-
vial and vexatious difputes, that tended toward
a breach of the peace. His minifterial office co-
incided almoft with that of the mayors of our
lefler towns ; and his court was the counterpare
of the now obfolete Cur1A PEDIS PULVERIZATI,

- mentioned by our lawyers.

In every Chuckla, or greater divifion, let there
be eftablifhed a court fimilar in its pature, but
different in its mode, to the courts of Cutcherri,
inftituted in the days of the empire. Let this
court be compofed of the Company’s fervant, re-
fiding for thE colle€tion of the revenue in the
Chuckla, and of two Mahommed Cazis, and
two Brahmins. The fervant of the Company
ought to be the nominal prefident of the court,
but only to fit when the voices are equal, to throw
his cang vote on the fide of equity. In fucha
cafe the procefs to begin anew. The fees of the
court muft be regulated, and a table of the ex-
pence of every article to be hung up to public
view, in the common hall. The punithment for
corruption, upon conviction in the fupreme court
of Bengal, ought to rife to a degree of feverity,
fuitable to the danger of the crime

‘T'his court, befides the power of hearing ap-
peals from the decifions of the Sheichdar in the
leffer diftricts, ought to retain its ancient authori-
ty, fubject, however, to an appeal from decifions
beyond a {um to be fpecified, to the provincial
courts, which fhall be hereafter defcribed. Its

jurifdiction ought to extend to the contradting

and diffolving of mariiages, to the fettlement of
dowries,
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dowries for women, and the fucceflion to money
and moveables among children, according to the
refpective inftitutes of the Mahommedan and,Hin-
doo fyftems of religion. It ought alfo to be a
court of record; and to be obliged to keep an
exat regilter of all public and private contracts,
births, marriages, and deaths ; and, to execute
that department of the bufinefs, a Canongoe and
a Mutafeddy, as clerks, ought to be annexed to
each court. Thefe, with other matters to be def-
cribed in the fucceeding fection, ought to com-
prehend the whole power of the court of Cut-
cherri.

xevii

In each of the capitals of the five provinces, a provincial
member of the council of ftate at Calcutta ought cowrts.

to refide. He, together with 'poflefling the ma-
nagementof the Company’s commercial affairs in
his province, ought to be empowered, by a {pe-
cial commiflion, with three afleffors of the elder
refident fervants, to form, and prefide ina court of
juftice, which we fhall, for diftin&ion, call The
Provincial Court of Appeal. To direct their judg-
ment upon points of law, an officer, under the
name of Attorney-general for the province, ought
to be appointed to give his advice, together with a
Mahommedan Cazi, and an Indian Brahmin, to
explain the principles of their refpective inftituti-
ons and ‘ufages, and to tender ‘oaths to the
parties. Suits may originate in this court ; and
it ought to have the power of removing before
itfelf the proceedings of the court of Cutcherri.

To eftablifh lhorou@ly the independence of the Supreme

judicial on the executive power, a fupreme. court
from which an appeal ought only to lie to Great
Britain, thould be ereéted at Calcutta, by the au-
thority of thelegiflature. Let it confift of a chief
juftice and three puifne jultices, who derive their
commiflions from the king ; and let them be in

Vor. III. H Bengal

coupt, its
2 civil
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Bengal the counterpart of  the court of  King’s
benchin England. =~ The juri{diction of this court,
which, from its tranfcendent power, may be cal-
led the fupreme court of Bengal, ought to extend,
without limitation, over the whole kingdom ; and
to keep the inferior courts within the bounds of
their authority ; "as well as to decide ultimately
upon all appeals. It ought to prote&t the jult
rights of the fubjeét, by its fudden and even fum-
mary interpofition ; and to take cognizance of
criminal as well as of civil caules.
and crimi- T’ carry juftice, in criminal matters, with all
nal jurif- 24 .
diaon.  the expedition poffible, through our conqueils, it
is propofed, that two of the puifné juitices fhall,
twice a-year, go on circuits, to the refpetive
capitals of the five provinces, one into the three
provinces in Bengal, and one into the two, into
which Behir is to be divided.  The puifnz juftice
fhall fit, vpon thefe occafions, with the members
of the provincial court ; but the member of the
council, who is the prefident of the court, fhall
flill be confidered as the principal judge. In cri-
minal matters, the culprit fhall be tried by a jury
of Britith fubje@sonly ; there being always a fuf-
ficient number of good and lawful men to form a
jury, in the capital of the province. In the fu-
preme court at Caleutta, difputes between the na-
tives may be decided in civil cafes, according to
cquity, without a jury, by the judges; but in
{uits between Britifh fubjeéts, the matter ought to
be tried, by a jury, upon the principles of the
law of England. . |
Coliigl vl Tole management of the revenue of Bengal,
quer. . being in the Company, many capital alterations
; are neceffary to be made in that important branch.
The great channel of public juftice has been, by
the above regulations, feparated from the execu-
tive
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tive power ; but fome part of the judicial autho-
rity muft ftill remain in the Company’s hands.
To. manage the receipts of the revenue, it has
been already mentioned, that five boards mult be
formed, the fuperior one of which to remain in
Calcutta. The boards ought to confift of two
divifions, or rather of two fides; the receipt of
the Exchequer, and the judicial part, which muft
enable them to inforce the payment of the re-
venues.

The mode of proceeding in this branch ought it jurif-
to rife in the fame gradations with the courfe it
appeals in the civil line of difputes between man
and man. Let the Cutcherries inforce the pay-
ment of the revenues of the Chucklas, under an
appeal to the provincial board, whofe decifions,
beyond certain fums, ought to be fubjeét to the
revifion of the general board at Calcutta. But,
as the ftate muft not fuffer through delay, let the
fum in difpute, upon a decifion againft the fub-
je@, by any of the courts of revenue before whom
the fuit fhall originate, be forthwith paid into
the Exchequer ; and let the perfon aggrieved feek
for redrefs, by petition, to the court which is
placed immediately above that court, of whofe
decifion he complains.

The board of revenue, in each of the capital confinedas
cities of the five provinces, except in Calcutta, eb-
where no court of law except the fupreme court
exifts, is to be made up of the fame perfons
whom we have already placed as judges in the
provincial court of appeal. The court of exche-
quer, in England, examines, by a fi&ion, into
all forts of civil caufes. It is neceflary to preclude
the boards of revenue from fuch powers, asa
court of eschequer. As provincial courts: of
common law, their decifions are liable to an ap-
peal to the {upreme court at Calcutta, and there-

H 2 fore



R efludti-

ons

on what of
their own

laws

PLAN FOR RESTORING BENGAL

fore any prejudices which they may be fuppofed
to imbibe, as members of the executive part of
government, cannot be of great detriment to the
people, fubject as their proceedings are to a court
not amenable to the jurifdiction of the Company.

: Obfervatians on the Fudicial Power.

THE defpotifm ‘which naturally fprung from

. the double government which arofe on the foun-

dation of the fuccefs of our arms in Bengal, re-
prefled one evil, whilft it gave birth to a thou-
fand. Thofe frequent difputes which grow be-
tween individuals, where the accefs to juftice is
eafy, were quathed by a terror which prevented
an unfortunate people from appearing before
rulers who wanted but an excufe to.opprefs. The
hand of power fell heavy upon both the plaintiff
and defendant ; and, therefore, mem put up with
injuries from onel another, in hopes of concealing
themfelves from the rigid eyes of government.
This alludes to the boifterous tyranny of the mi-
nifter of a nominal Nabob; indolence was more
our crime, than cruelty.

The doors opened to juftice in the preceding
feGion, will, without doubt, introduce an ample
harveft for men of the law ; but it is better that
they fhould live by litigioufnefs, than that the
people thould perith by tyranny. The objetion
rifing from this circomftance muft therefore va-
niflv in the utility of the thing ; and another ob.-
jection, jult as obvious, may be as eafily re-
moved. It may be thought impolitic by fome,
that any part of the judicial authority fhould: re-
main in the hands of the natives. But this is ob-
jeGed in vain. The officers of juftice, as well as

: being
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being fubjed to a revifion of their decrees to the
Britifh, derive from them their own power; and
the people, by being left in pofleffion of fome of
their laws and ufages, will be flattered into an in-
violable fubmiffion to our government.

Though the inhabitants of Bengal are, from
their natural difpofition, prepared to fubmit to
any fyftem of government, founded upon juftice,
there are fome laws of their own, which abfolute
power itfelf muft not violate. The regulations,
with regard to their womenand religion, muft never
be touched; and upon mature confideration, the
Author of the Enquiry is of opinion, that many
other ancient inflitutions might be left entire.
There are, however, particularufages ecftablithed
by time into alaw, which our humanity muft de-

ftroy. No pecuniary compenfation muft be per-.

mitted for murder; no theft be punifhed by cut-
ting off the hand. Let the Mahommedan laws
fill in force againft the Hindoos be abrogated ;
let no women burn themfelves with their hu(bands.
no dying perfon be expoled by his friends.

To leave the natives entirely to their own laws,
would be to confign them to anarchy and confufi-
on. The inhabitants of Bengal are divided into
two religious fedts, the Mahommedan and Hindoo,
almoft equal in point of numbers. Averle, be-
yond meafure, to one another, both on account
of religion and the memory of mutual injuries,
the one party will not now fubmit to the laws of
the other ; and the diffenfion which fubfifts be-
tween individuals, would, without a preflure
from another power, fpread in a flame over the
whole kingdom. It is, therefore, abfolutely ne-
ceffary for the peace and profperity of the coun-
try, that the laws of England, in fo far as they
do not oppole prejudices and ufages which cannot
be relinquithed by the natives, fhould prevail.

The

ought tobe
left entire

to the
natives.
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The meafure, befides its equity, is calculated to
preferve that influence which conquerors muft
pofiefs to retain their power.

The expence of the judicial eftablifhment is but
trivial, if compared to the advantages which the
kingdom of Bengal muft derive from fuch a ne-
ceflary inftitution. The judges in every country

{hould be placed in affluence; in Bengal they

ought to derive a fortune from the labour of fome
years. The natives of anorthern climate Yettle
not for life in the torrid zone ; they always place
the profpeé of returning with wealth to their
friends, among their great inducements for ven-
turing to crofs the ocean. The following table
prefents an eftimate of the annual expence of juf-
tice in Bengal. ' _

The Supreme Court of Bengal.

One chief juftice, U L. 10,000
Three puifne juftices, - 15,000
One attorney-general, - 3,000
One regilter, - - 2,000
Two Cazis and two Brahmins,

to attend the court, - 0,400
Contingencies, - 1,000

£ . 31,400

The four provincial courts of
appeal, confifting of the
Company’s fervants.
Four counfellors, as prefi-
denteillt o fes A8 SRl I ld 60
Twelve affeflors, - 2,400

£+ 4:400
One
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One provincial attorney in

each, = o 2,000
One regifter in each, p 0,800
One Cazi and one Brahmin

in each, - - 0,800
Contingencies in all, - 1,600

Fifty courts of Cutcherri.
Fifty prefidents, being fer-

vants of the Company, £. 5,000
Two hundred affeflors, - 10,000
Fifty regifters, - - 1,500
Fifty clerks, S - 1,000
L. 22,7c0
£+ 58,500

The above calculation, it is hoped, will not

be thought extravagant, for difpenfing jultice to “*-

fifteen millions of people. The falaries of the
members of the boards of revenue, and of thefe,
as forming courts of exchequer, are not mention-
ed, as the Company is fuppofed to pay its own
fervants, with certain fums and lucrative privi-
leges for the whole of their trouble. The Shiech-
dars, the Cutwals, and the Muckuddums, have
no falaries ; the influence and diftinétion which
they fhall derive from their employments being a
fufficient reward for their toil.

General Reflections on the Plan.

PROPERTY being once eftablithed, and the
forms of juftice to proteét it delineated, public
profperity is placed on a folid foundation. But
the love of money, which generally prevails,
renders the moft of mankind more anxious to

poffefs
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Obfervati-

1,

Refleéti-
ons onthe



civ

immedi-
ate

and future
advanta-

ges

PLAN FOR RESTORING BENGAL

poffefs prefent profit, than to look forward to fu-
ture advantage. The plan which we have' laid
down in the preceding fections, will begin to yield
an apparent benefit from its commencement ; at
the fame time that the tide will become the more
rapid the longer it flows. .

The immediate pecuniary advantages which will
rile to Bengal, arec to be derived from various
fources. The removal of the emperor, either to
Patna or Mongeer, will fave to the kingdom his
penfion of three hundred and twenty-five thou-
fand pounds ; the revenues of the territory of
Bulwant Singh, three hundred and twelve thou-
fand five hundred pounds, to be fpent in Bengal ;
and fifty thoufand pounds, which is now fent
abroad, without hopes of return, to pay three
battalions of our troops ftationed at Allahabad.
This fum of fix hundred and eighty-feven thou-
fand pounds, thrown at once into the circulation,
would animate the languid pulfe of commerce ;
and at once prepare the kingdom for the com-
mercial improvements, which the plan, in its
other regulations, feems abfolutely to enfure.

‘The future advantages arife alfo from various
fprings. The influx of fpecieand inhabitants,
which thefale of the walte as well as of the cul-
tivated lands, would draw from all the other pro-
vinces of Hindoftan, would be produtive of im-
mediate national wealth. The advancement of
agriculture would promote the advancement of
manufattures. The peace of the country would
be fecured from abroad ; and juftice, by prevail-
ing at home, would attach the nativesto a go-
vernment, on the f{tability of which the poflefli-
on of their landed property depended. The el
tablilbment of a paper currency, on national
faith and the Company’s fecurity, would enable
mankind to bring all their property into adion,
lower the exorbitant intereft of money, and ren-

der
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der Bengal, in the fpace of a few years, the moft
commercial, the moit ﬂourifhing, and the moft
wealthy kmgdom, of its extent, in Afia.

The Company, in the midft of the profperity © be"k-

of the Subject, would amazingly thrive in their [/
affairs. A fum not lefs than ten millions, inde-
pendent of their revenue, would, in the fpace of
four years, flow from the firlt fales of the land
into their coffers. The improvement of their
prefent revenue would join iffue, with its future
certainty and permanency. A large annual fum
would arife, from a thorough examination of te-
nures ; and from impofts already laid upon fairs,
markets, entrance into great towns, fhops, ma-
gazines of grain, fees upon marriages, tolls col-
leCted at ferries, licences for exercifing trades,
ground-rent of houfes, which though at prefent
paid by the public, have never been brought to
account by Mahommed Riza and the general far-
mers. Thele articles, at the lowelt average, might
amount to the annual fum of four hundred thou-
fand pounds. Five hundred thoufand pounds
would yearly be faved in ‘penfions, and on 'the
charge of colleCtion; befides, the immenie en-
creafe in the revenues, which would molt cer-
tainly be derived from the growing proiperity of
the kingdom.

The abfolute eftablifhment of property, With- conera. -
out which written law feems fuperfluous to fociety, ing

is, as has been obferved, the foundation upon
which national profperity is laid. Regulations
which ftop fthort of this primary objet, are only
temporary ehpedlems, which may, for a time,
alleviate the pain of the diftemper, but it can ne-
ver cure.. A tacit acquiefcence in the right of
pofleffion of the natives, the prevention of fome
part of the prefent national wafte, a mild defpot-
ifm, which we may dignify with the name of

Juftice,
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Juftice, will have an immediate good effe&t ; but
the advantage is limited, partial, and tranfient;
and the Author of the Enquiry will venture to
affirm, that unlefs fomething fimilar to what has
been, in the preceding feftions, propofed, is
adopted, Bengal will, in the courfe of a few years,
decline into a fhadow, and vanifh from our hands.

Miracles arenot to be expefted in this age;
and, without them, in the abfence of a bold
and determined exertion, the boafted fruits
of our viories in the Eaft, will wither with
our laurels. A kingdom, lying under all the
difadvantages of a foreign conqueft, which,
without return, deprives it of one million and an
half of its annual induftry, muft fink under the
weight, unlefs it is placed on a better footing than
the furrounding countries which pay no tribute.
Let our juftice to our own fubjeéts, let the advan-
tages of our regulations, entice foreigners, with
their wealth, to fettle among us; let us, without
the {word, appropriate the wealth of India by
our policy ; otherwife the ftream which flows into
Great Britain, will foon become dry. The lake,
which feeds it, has already difappeared from the
banks. Temporary regulations may dazzle with
their immediate effeét; but a permanent plan,
which in its wide circle comprehends futurity,
will preferve the vigour and health of Bengal, to
the verge of that political death, towhich all em-
pires feem to be fubjetted by Fate.

Concluding Refletions.

ARGUMENTS deduced from general princi-
ples, however obvious they may appear, ftrike
not the bulk of mankind fo forcibly as faéts. The

revenues
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revenues of Bengal, without including the Ja-
gieers, amounted, in the year 1766, to near three
millions and fix hundred thoufand pounds of our
money. ‘Thechargesof collettion, the Nabob’s
government, penfions, civil, military, and ma-
rine expences, being dedutted, there remained
a balance of one'million three hundred thoufand
pounds, for the Company. The expences have
fince been encreafing yearly, and the revenues de-
creafing. Both were haltening to that middle
point, which would balance the accountsof the
Britith nation, with the fortune of their arms
in the Eaft.

To conceal this decreafle as much as pofiible, ruinow
men fell on a very fhallow and poor expedient. ftae
The fervants of the Company protraéted the
time of clofing the accounts to make up the ufual
fum ; and by thefe means, an encroachment of
five months was, by degrees, made upon the fuc-
ceeding year. To underftand this circumftance,
it is neceflary to obferve, that the colletions are
not fixed to a particular term. They are continu-
ed without intermiflion, and the produce of the
five months, which may amount to one million
five hundred thoufand pounds, muft be deducted
from the accounts made up, fince the Dewanny
was {ubmitted to our management.

Notwithftanding this deception, it was not the of the re-
only deficiency in the tate of money affairs. = The "™
revenues of the year 1769 had, befides, fallen
fhort five hundred thouafand pounds, and what
further reduc@ion the famine which enfued may
have made, time can only demonftrate. By the
beft accounts from Bengal, there was not a ba-
lance of five hundred thoufand pounds remain-
ing, afterall expences were paid; and this was
not above half the fum neceflary to purchafz the
annual inveftments of the Company. No fair

conclufion,
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conclufion, however, can be drawn from the pro-
duce of one year ; and the vigilance of the Court
of Direftors has fince eftablifhed fome beneficial
regulations. To flatter the fanguine, we will fup-
pofe, that the net balance will amount, on the
prefent footing, to one million. The fum is juft
fufficient for the inveftments of the Company;
without leaving a fingle farthing in the treafury to
anfwer any extraordinary emergency. '
The advantages of the propofed plan are obvi-
ous ; and, therefore, eafily explained. Let it be
fuppofed, that the rent-roll of the year 1766 fhall
be taken as the rule of the quit-rent to be paid,
after the fale of the lands. Let none think this
fum too much. Under the management of the
proprietors, the lands would in a few years pro-
duce thrice the fum of three millions fix hun-
dred thoufand pounds ; but the Subjet muft re-
ceive a bribe for his induftry. The Company,
at prefent, complain, that the Talookdars, or
thofe who poflefs lands in property, run away with
all the tenants. Their eftates are flourithing,
whilft our limited policy of letting the lands by
the year, has created folitudes around. After a
thorough examination of fiftitious tenures, private
encroachments and public embezzlements, we
may with great propriety, venture to add, at
leaft one million to theabove fum. Butto {peak
with a moderation which precludes reply, we fhall
only take it for granted, that four hundred thou-
fand pounds are, by thefe means, only gained.
Even this fum will fix the annual revenue at four
millions; and there let it reft till the profperity of
the country fhall authorife an encreafe, by flight
impofts on trade and the articles of confump-
tion.
The abolition of the tyrannical and impolitic
government of the Nabob, will be a faving of five
hundred
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hundred thoufand pounds on the annual expences. Advanta-
The fa& is notorious, that the real expence of e
. this fecondary and intermediate government, in
penfions and in the mode of colle&ion, exceeds
fix hundred thoufand pounds; but the judicial
and fifcal fyftems eftablithed in the preceding
plan will notexceed one hundred thoufand pounds,
with all the advantages of a falutary and equita-
ble adminiftration of juftice and law. To this
fum we may add the five hundred thoufand pounds
which have fallen off from the revenue, as the
firft-fruits of the plan; all which, fuppofing the
expences of the civil, military, and marine de-
partments to remain as at prefent, would make
an annual difference of one million four hundred
thoufand pounds, in favour of the Company.
The inveftments of the Company might in that
cafe be encreafed, yet leave a fum for the treafury
in Calcutta for emergencies. {

The treafury, however, ought not to be too of thepre-
rich, Ieftseizculation fhould deaden in the king. <"$
dom. Two millionsindpecie would be fufficient.

To employ the furplus to advantage, together

with the ten millions, which are fuppofed to arife

from the fale of thelands, a bank ought to-be ef-

tablifhed for the purpofe of lending out fums of &,

money, mnot exceeding three years purchafe on *

landed fecurity to the Proprietors, at the intereft

of feven per centum. The land-holders would be,

by thefe means, enabled to raife the neceflary

fums, at lefs than half the intereft which they

now pay ; and the Company would have good fe-

curity for their advances. Let us fuppofe, that,

in the courfe of a few years, ten millions were

lent upon thefe terms, that fum would produce an

annual intereft of feven hundred thoufand pounds ;

which, upon the whole plan, makes a yearly ba-

lance, in favour of the Company, of Two mIL-
LIONS
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LIONS ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND POUNDS MORE
THAN THEY AT PRESENT RECEIVE, exclufive of
a PRODIGIOUS and GROWING TREASURE ; and the
moderate impofts which may be hereafter laid on
articles of luxury. _ _

The Plan, to fpeak the leaft in its favour, is
pradicablein its great and general line. It would
produce, even partially followed, immenfe, fudden,
and permanent advantages ; but no human fore.
ficht can abfolutely eftimate the precife fums.
Though the Author of the Enquiry has not the
vanity to {uppofe that his fcheme is, in all its
branches, infallible, he will venture to pledge him-
felf to his country, that, fhould the more materi-
al parts of his fyftem be adopted, the advantages
to be derived from it would not fall fhort of his
calculations. His knowledge of the kingdom of
Bengal, and its various refources, gives him a con-
fidence on this fubjet, to which heis not intitled
by his abilities. ;

< ol G S
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Qbfervations—Death of Akbar— Acceffion of Selin,
by the name of JEHANGIRE—Rebellion of Sultan
Chufero—Battle of Labore—Chuferd’s misfor-
tunes—Rebellion quafbed— Exccutions—War with

Perfia—A confpiracy,
THE great abilities of Akbar confirmed the A.D.

houfe of Timur on the throne, and eftablifhed F{f;g;'
tranquillity over all their vaft conquefts in India. ro14.
Vigorous in his meafures, without tyranny, he “ZTv~
impreffed the minds of men with awe, and checked A
that Ipirit of difcord and private ambition, which
had prevailed in more feeble reigns. Govern-
ment becoming fettled and uniform in its regula-

ticns,
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A.D. tioms, the arts of civil life began to increafe and
19s. flourifh, among a people naturally induftrious
w4 and ingenious. The fplendor of the court, the
—— wealth of individuals, created a general tafte for
" pomp and magnificence; and the crowded levees
of the great, where all endeavoured to excel in
the art of pleafing, rendered the Indians equal in
politenefs to the nations of Europe. Learning
was not unknown, if we exclude the abftrufe
fciences. The Arabian and Brahmin fyftems of
philofophy were ftudied ; and the powers of the
mind were generally cultivated and improved.
obfervarie.  This charalter of civilization, it maft be con-
v fefled, tallies not with the political conduét of the
- people.  But neceflity and felf-prefervation make
a kind of apology for crimes under defpotifm,
which would be unpardonable in a community
governed by general and known laws. _In ftates
fubjeét to arbitrary government, there is no fe-
curity, no honour, no independence in private
life. The nation is divided into two forts of peo-
ple, the oppreflorsand the opprefied. Every man
of fpirit, of family, and of fortune, muft, in felf-
defence, endeavour to poflefs a thare of the go-
vernment under which he was born.  When he
flarts forth from obfcurity, he muft adopt the
political principles of his country, or be ruined
in all his fchemes, however repugnant thefe prin-
ciples may be to the general ditates of humanity,
and the particular difpofition of his own mind.
The greateft virtues therefore are often blended
with the worlt vices; and this circumftance gives
a variety and ftrength of feature to"Afiatic cha-
raters, unknown in the fettled governments of
the weft.
Ecentsnd  Though the empire of the Mahommedans in
e India was not {o extenfive under Akbar as'it had
pire been under fome princes of the Patan Dynafty,
it
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it comprehended a valt tra& of country, divided A.D.
into twenty-two provinces; each equal to fome %5
kingdoms in wealth, fertility and extent®. A  ion.
{mall part only of the Decan or fouthern penin. “=——~
fula of India had been conquered : yet the domi-

nions of the family of Timur, in their northern

and fouthern frontiers, fell under the thirty-fixth

and ninetenth parallels of latitude; and they ex-
tended themfelves, from eaflt to welt, about
twenty-five degrees. The revenues, according to

the Imperial regifter, were thirty-two miillions
{terling, received in the exchequer, exclufive of

the cultomary prefents, and the eftates of the
officers of the crown, which at their death re-
verted to the emperor, and amounted, at a me-
dium, to twenty millions more of our money.
Thefe immenfe fums were expended in maintain-

ing an army of three hundred thoufand horle, as

many of foot, in fupport of the fplendor of the
court, and in the falaries of civil officers.

When the indifpofition of the emperor Akbar Intigues
rendered him incapable of attending to public bu- 253!
finefs, the whole weight of government fell on Selim.
Chan Azim, the Vifier. Seclim, Akbar’s only
furviving fon, notwithftanding the difputes which
he had formerly with his father, was ftill looked
upon as the heir of the empire. But the Vifier’s
daughter being married to Chulero, the eldelt
fon of Selim, that minifter was defirous of plac-
ing the reins of government in the hands of his
fon-in-law. He was fupported in this fcheme by
many of the nobles; the moft enterprizing and
powerful of whom was Raja Man Singh, whole

* Kandahar, Ghizni, Cabal, Cafhmire, Lahore, Moul-
tan, Outch, Sindi, Ajmere, Sirhind, Delhi, Duab, Agra,
Allahabad, Oud, Behar, Bengal, Oriffa, Malava, Berar,
Chandeith, Guzerat. '

Vor. IIL I filter
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filter was the mother of Chufero. The Raja,
from the antiquity of his family, and his own ad-
drefs, commanded all the Hindoo intereft in the
empire ; and he had, at that very time, twenty
thoufand of his native fubjects of the Rajaput tribe
in and near the environs of the capital, prepared
to execute his orders. Selim being apprized of
the powerful confederacy againft him, waited
upon his father Akbar, two days before his death,
and laid before him all their fchemes. / The em-
peror called them to his prefence, reprimanded
them feverely ; and having publicly acknowledged
Selim his lawful fucceflor in the empire, obliged
the confederate lords to pay him homage, and to
promife to fupport his title.

On the fixteenth of the fecond Jemmad, in
the year of the Higera one thoufand and fourteen,
the illultrious Akbar expired at Agra, amid the
tears of his fubjets ; who loved him as their fa-
ther, admired him as their leader, and feared
him as their prince. The promife extorted by
the emperor from the Vifier and Man Singh in
favour of Selim, had no effe& on their conduét.
He was no fooner dead than they aflembled their

.party in the houfe of the former, and renewed

their deliberations in favour of Chufero, in pre-
judice of his father. Selim in the mean time was
not idle. He convened all his friends in his own
palace.  Things remained in fufpenfe for fome
hours. Ferid Bochari, who commanded the city-
guards, took at length a fpirited refolution. He
ordered the gates to be fhut, to prevent any
troops from entering the city; and, taking the
keys in his hand, haftened to the palace of Selim.
He prefented them on his knees, and faluted him
emperor. All prefent followed his example.
The news foon reached the houfe of the Vifier.
"Lhe party of Chufero was ftruck with a fudden

panic.
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panic. They broke up from council, and made A.D.
all poflible hafte to pay their refpects to the new '}f']’;
fovereign. The Vifier took care not to be the 1o
lait. 'The hopes of Chufero were dathed in a mo- "
ment. He was feized with fear, and fled down

the river in a fmall canoe, with Raja Man Singh,

and concealed himfelf in that prince’s houfe till

he obtained a pardon from his father. Ferid,

for this fignal fervice, was advanced to the rank

of paymafter-general of the forces, by the title of
Murtaza Chan; and many other diftinguithing
honours were at the fame time conferred upon

him.

Selim was born at Sikri, near Agra, on Wed- Histitles
nefday the feventeenth of the fecond Ribbi, in g g
the nine hundredth and feventy-feventh year of
the Higera, ‘The moft remarkable event of Se-

lim’s life, before his acceffion, was, his difobe~
dience to his father’s orders, rather than his re-
bellion again{t him, abour two years prior to that
monarch’s death. Infolent at firlt, he refuled to
return to his duty, and was once attually at the
head of feventy thoufand men. Upon the death
of the prince Danial, he, however, fubmitted,
having then a nearer profpet of the throne; Ak-
bar having upbraided him for his difobedience at
firlt, and his pufillanimity afterwards, for throw-
ing himfelf upon an enraged fovereign’s mercy,
when he was at the head of a great army, re-
ceived him into favour. When Selim took the
reins of government in his hands, he afTumed the
titles of Noor-ul-dien Mahommed JEHANGIRE,
or Mahommed the Light of the Faith and con-
QUEROR of THE worLD. He dated the com-
mencement of his reign from the twentieth of the
fecond Jemmad 1014, which anfwers to the 21t
of O&ober, 1605, being then in the thirty-fe-
venth year of his age. Akbar was interred with

32 great
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great pomp at Secundra, near Agra; and the
minds of men were diftracted between grief and
joy, funeral folemnity, and the feftivity attending
upon the acceflion of a new fovereign.

Chan Azim, the difcontented Vifier, and the
Raja Man Singh, were fo formidable in the em-
pire, that Jehangire thought it moft prudent to
accept of the ofiered allegiance of both, and to
confirm them in their refpetive honours and go-

- vernments, without animadverfion upon their

A confpi-
racy in fa
vour of his
fon Chu-
iero;

late conduct. Man Singh was difpatched to his
fubathip of Bengal ; Chan Azim to that of Malava,
The prince Chufero made his appearance at court;
and his father, after a fevere reprimand, took
him at lalt into favour. The emperor in the
mean time began his reign by a ftri& adminiftra-
tion of juftice, and by a minute infpe&ion into
the finances and refources of the ftate. He iffued
a public edi¢t to confirm all the laws and regula-
tions in force. Many fubas were removed from
their refpective governments into other provinces :
fome were difmided to make room for the empe-
ror’s abettors and friends. The deprived gover-
nors repaired to court to reftore themfelves, by
money and intrigue, to their former dignities.
Some fucceeded in their views: others were re-
duced to defpair, through want of fuccefs. The
latter began to form trealonable defigns to recover
the conflequence and power which they had loft.

* Yo accomplith their purpole, the difcontented
lords turned their eyes upon Chufero, and hoped,
by his means, toeffect a revolution in the f{tate.
V'hrey pretended to have the greateft attachment
to bis perfon: they magnified the number of his
friends, and his own merit. They rouzed his
ambition by the praife of palt attions, and ani-
mated it by the fair profpect of prelent fuccefs.
But what had moft weight with the prince, they
intimidated
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intimidated him with pretended difcoveries of the A.D.
defigns of his father againft his life. The fecrecy 155
neceflary to be obferved in all arduous undertak- :mi:
ings againft defpotic governments, rendered it >~~~
difficult for Chufero to know the true ftate of
things. ' The fpies, whom the emperor had placed
around him, in the mean time, increafed, and
confirmed his fears. Ambition, aided by timi-
dity, at length prevailed over filial duty. He
plunged therefore into danger, to take immediate
pofleflion of a throne, which he was born one
day to mount, without the doubtful fortune of
the fword. _ }

Chan Azim, and the Raja Man Singh, had ¥hordc®
the addrefs not to appear openly in the condpi- of aff:fii-
racy. They were, however, known to be the %™
life and fupport of the whole. They were ftill
under the cloud of the emperor’s difpleafure,
which, at a convenient feafon, might burlt on
their heads. The prince being fo far involved in
the plot, it would be dangerous for him to re-
cede: and they, jultly confidering the improba-
bility of fuccefs by open force againft the Impe-
rial power, propofed the more fpeedy expedient
of aflaflinating Jehangire. The propofal came
to the ears of the prince. Though he was bent
upon rebellion, he ftartled at parricide. Nature |
was rouzed in his breaft. ¢ My father,” faid
he, “ may enjoy life without a throne; but I
can never enjoy a throne ftained with a father’s
blood. Let him try the fortune of the field.

Let us throw away the daggers of affaflins, and
owe our advancement to our {words.”

The confpirators pretended to applaud the no- The plot
ble fentiments of the prince: but they, from that :;]f_"":’"e"
inftant, were irrefolute and embarraffed in their
councils. Many, violent at the beginning, now
awed by the greatnefs of the undertaking, fhrunk

back
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back from their purpofe, and began to' fhelter
themfelves behind one another. . The emperor,
in the mean time, was in part informed of the

== plot. He prepared to feize the prince: the latter

Firlt nf-

ing.

was apprized of his father’s defigns. By a pre-
mature difcovery, this confpiracy, like many of
the fame kind, failed. Fear took pofleflion of
the adherents of Chufero. He himfelf was afraid.
They negleCted to execute the daring ftroke,
which their fitnation and fafety required. They
began to remove themfelves from immediate
danger, as if the prefent were more to be feared
than thofe which in future they had to oppofe.
They, however, did not altogether relinquifh their
defigns.

On Monday the eighth of Zehidge, fix months

~ after the acceffion of Jehangire to the throne of

India, near one hundred of the confpirators af-
fembled privately, in the evening, at the tomb of
the emperor Akbar. Chufero having joined
them, on pretence of paying his devotions at his
grandfather’s fhrine, they proceeded, that very
night, toward Delhi. About day-break, next
morning, they had reached the city of Muttra,
about thirty-eight miles from Agra; and entered
the town, when the troops, who garrifoned the
place, were on the parade. They halted for re-
frefhment ; and they had the good fortune not to
be fufpeted by the officer who commanded at
Muttra. Huffein Beg Chan Buduchthi, who had
been governor of the province of Cabul during a
confiderable part of the former reign, being turned
out of his office by the emperor, was on his way
to court. Having travelled in the night on ac-
count of the heat of the weather, he happened to
enter the city of Muttra at the oppofite gate juft
when the prince arrived. They met in the mar-
ket-place. Chufero was no ftranger to the dil-

content
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content of Huffein ; and efteeming him a great A.D.
acquifition to his party, from his known bravery ‘Hs?"'
and popularity among the Tartars, who formed a m'gsl.
great part of the imperial army, he called him =y
afide, and having founded him, laid open his '
whole plan. Huflein being confcious of no crime

againft the ftate, thought himfelf highly injured

by Jehangire. Pofiefled of no property but the

fword, from the generofity of his- difpofition,

which had lavithed his fortune upon his friends,

he required not much intreaty to efpoule the

caufe of the prince. .

The retinue of Huflein was but fmall. It con- Chufero
fited of two hundred Tartar horfe, and three Rifchest
hundred Afgan foot. Burt his military fame was
great; and he gave life to the confpiracy. The
prince endeavoured to bring over the governor
of Muttra to his party. That officer, perceiving
his intentions, fhut himfelf up in the citadel, and
would iiften to no terms. Chufero had neither
time nor force to reduce him. He contented
himfelf with enlifting as many as he could of the
inhabitants and garrifon into his fervice; and,
leaving Muttra, continued his route to Delhi.

The road between the two great cities of Delhi fiﬂ"af-’es
and Agra being crowded with travellers, and de- ;r;_m"“'
- tachments of horfe and foot going on different
fervices, the prince forced them to join his
ftandard. Thofe who refuled were, without
mercy, put to the {word, after being plundered
of all their effes. Small parties of horfe were
at the fame time difperfed through the country
on every fide; and fuch as did not immediately
take up arms in favour of Chufero were fubmitted
to military execution, and all the feverities of
war., Many were compelled to join him, through
fear. Others, from the fame caufe, fled into the
woods ; and faw from their retreats the {moke of

their
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A.D. their burning houfes, and mourned over their
}.f?:: infants and aged parents, who had not ftrength
1015. to avoid the flames. Some more reflolute de-
"~ fended themfelves again® the rebels, and to their
valour owed their lives. The orders of the prince,
it muft be owned, did not extend to fuch rigour
and cruelty. But he found it impoflible to re-
ftrain from excefles his undifciplined foldiers. Te
had fet them an example of wickednefs by rebel-
lion; and it was not to be expe&ed that they
would fubmit to his commauds in favour of huma-
nity and juftice.

Lavs the  Such was the wafteful progrefls of Chufero to
fububs of Nyelhi, His followers having greatly increafed
der contri- their numbers in the march, he laid the fuburbs
butions.  of that capital under contnbuuon. The gates
being fhut, the city itfelf was preferved from pil-
lage. The unfortunate people who lived without
the walls, from their delay in raifing the fum
impofed upon them, had their boufes confumed
with fire. Many thoufands were ruined. Many,
to retrieve their affairs, Jmned the rebels, to
make reprifals upon the world for the lofs which

they had fuftained. )
The em- At eleven o'clock of the fame might on which
FeesChue Chufero left Agra, his father was informed of
oroy his flight by the captain-general, who was ordered
to purfue immediately the fugitive. About an
hour after this officer’s departure with a confider-
able body of horfe, the emperor fufpeéting his
loyalty, difpatched his commands to him to re-
turn. Ferid Bochari, lately raifed to the dignity
of Murtaza Chan, and to the office of paymal-
ter-general of the forces, was difpatched upon
that fervice, with an additional number of troops.
The whole under Ferid amounted to ten thoufand
horle, which greatly retarded his march. Chufe-
10, of courfe, had the more time to barals the
country,
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country, and to ftrengthen himfelf, Inthe morn-’
ing, as foon as day-light appeared, the emperor
mounted his horfe; and having affembled all
the forces in and near Agra, leaving a fufficient
garrifon in the place, marched with a great army
toward Delhi. He was, upon the occafion, heard
to repeat a verfe, which implied, ¢ That fortune
depended upon expedition more than on counfel §
and that his life fhould be darkened who pur off
till to-morrow what ovught to be done to-day.”
The undutiful behaviour of a fon, whom he
loved, was a fevere flroke to his mind. He re-
fufed to eat or drink, or to take reft for fome
time ; and even opium, to which he was much
additted, he declined. :

The governor and inhabitants of Delhi, having
recovered from the firft impreflions which the
fudden arrival and ravages committed by Chulero
had made upop their minds, prepared for a relo-
lute defence. Some troops, who were flationed
in dafferent parts of the country, had thrown
themfelves into the town. As there was a confider-
able quantity of the Imperial treafure lodged in
the city, aswellas the great wealth of private per-
fons, the intentions of the prince were to have
furprized Delhi, and to furnifh himfelf with mo-
ney fufficient to raife an army in the province of
Punjib. But the general terror which his rapa-
city had excited carried the news of his march be-
fore him, and difappointed his defigns. Defpair-
ing of being able to force Delhi to furrender
before the arrival of the Imperial army, having
remained only two days in the fuburbs, Chulcro
took the route of Lahore. Having been, on his
march, joined by a great number of men, he at-
tempted, immediately vpon his arrival, to take
that city by efcalade: He was repulfed with fome

lofs by the garrifon ; and being at the fame time
: deftitute
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deftitute of artillery, he was greatly difconcerted
in his meafures. He, however, invefted the
place.

"The Imperial troops ftationed in the province
threw themf{elves into Lahore. They fallied out
on the befiegers nine fucceflive days, but they
were as often repulfed, and obliged to fhelter them-
felves behind their walls, Chufero in the mean
time had drawn together {ome artillery from {mall
fortrefles in the neighbourhood, which he had
found means to furprife. Nothing could be effe&-
ed againlt the place before the arrival of Ferid,
the paymafter-general, with the emperor’s advanc-
ed guard. The prince, with an army of thirty
thoufand horfe and foot, but without order, with-
out difcipline, marched out of his camp to give
battle to Ferid. The garrifon of Lahore perceiv-
ing his motions, fell upon his rear. He left a
part of his army to oppofe them : With the re-
maining part he attacked Ferid. His troops be-
haved better than their difcipline feemed to pro-
mife. He expofed his own perfon. He Was at
length deferted ; and, prefling among the thickeft
of the enemy, he found himfelf with only a few
of his principal adherents, whobravely fought by
his fide. In this fituation he was furrounded by
the Imperialifts on every fide. He was perfonally -
known to them all. They were tender of his
life ; and, in attempting to take him prifoner,
they permitted him to make his efcape. Great
honours were conferred upon Ferid by the empe-
ror, onaccount of this fignal victory.

The unfortunate Chufero wandered all night
through the woods, with a few attendants. His
army was all difperfed. He came in the morning
to a hut, where, quite overcome by fatigue, he
laid himfelf down to reft. Some of his friends
having dilcovered where he lay, aflembled round

him.
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him. They began to confult together on the A.m.
prefent untoward fituation of their affairs. They ‘ﬁ:’g
differed in opinion. Such of the chiefs as were 1015
natives of Bengal and the adjacent provinces, in- ¥~
fifted upon raking the route of that quarter of -
India, by the foot of the northern mountains:
they alleged, that the Raja Man Singh, who was
then {uba of Bengal, poflefled great power, which
he would not fail to exert ja his nephew’s caufe *
that the country was rich and populous ; that it
was an invariable maxim among the Hindoo
princes, never to defert the intereft of a ftranger
who fhould throw himfelf under their protetion :
Befides, that the Raja Man Singh joined the af-
fection of a relation to the prince, to the natural
faith of his nation to the fuppliant and unfortu-
nate. Thenatives of Chandeith and Malaya were
for trying their. fortunes in their refpective pro-
vinces. Chan Azim, the late Vifier, father-in-
law of Chufero, was governorof the latter ; and
they doubted not but he would fupport the dig-
nity’of his own family. Theyadded, that Azim
was poflefled of a fine army, provided with artil-
lery, and furnifhed with ftores.

Huflein Beg, who was in chief confidence with
the prince, ftarted objections to the different plans They dif-
of his other adherents. He urged the diftance of "
the march, and the impoflibility of forcing their
way through countries full of Imperial troops,
who would be very aétive, fince Fortune had
forfaken the fide of Chufero. He propofed that
they thould continue their route to Cabul ; where
he himfelf had interelt fufficient to arm the whole
province, together with his native country Buduch-

* Tt was caftomary with the Mahommedan emperors of
Hindoftan to demand the daughters of Hindoo princes in

marriage. The mother of Chufero was filter to the Rajah
Man Singh. :

Ihiiu,
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fhan, in favour of the prince. Chufero, during
the debate, fat flent. Faving at length weighed
each opinion, he declared in favour of that of
Huflein ; alleging, that the troops of the north
were moft faithful to their chiefs. The obferva-
tion difpleafed the other chiefs : they murmured,
and left his prefence. 'They faw that their affairs
were defperate, and they refolved to retreat to
their refpeétive habitations ; covering their fears
under a pretended difgult at the preference given
to the counfel of Huflein. :

Chufero in a few minutes found himfelf defert-
ed by thofe who had made him the tool of their
ambition and revenge. Reproaches were to no
effe@. He blamed his adherents for their timidi-
ty and perfidy ; but he himfelf was not lefs cul-
pable. His mind was agitated with various palf-
fions. Rage againft his own folly was the molt
predominant. Huflein was the only chief of note
who remained of the confpirators. His follow-
ers, confifting of three hundred horle, and a few
of the prince’s menial fervants, formed their
whole retinue. 'With thefe they fet out for Cabul.
Being forced to depart from the high road, they
frequently loft their way, as they were obliged to
travel in the night.

Keeping their courfe through unfrequented
paths, and by-roads, they at length arrived on the
banks of the river Attoc, the largeft branch of
the Indus. It was impaffable without boats. It
was then midnight. They moved down the river
to the ferry of Choudera. Finding no boats at
that place, though a much frequented paflage,
they underftood that ordershad been fent to conceal
them. The ferryman and villagers were afleep.
It was propoled to feize them, to force them to
difcover where the boats were laid.. Some were
taken in their beds; others elcaped, and, \;:it.h

their
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their outcries, alarmed the country. The prince A. D.
underftood from thofe that were taken, that or- 'fﬁi:
ders from the Imperial camp had two days before io15.
~been received by the zemindar of the diftrict, to "

ftop the paffage of the river; and that, in obedi-
efice to thefe orders, he had fecreted the boats.
Huffein in the mean time having difpatched fome

of his followers in queft of the boats, they found

two, filled with wood, in/ a neighbouring creek.
Thefe were unloaded, and brought to the proper
place. The zemindar, being rouzed from fleep

by the noife, had come by this time to the banks

of the Attoc, attended by a concourfe of people.

He called to thofe who dragged the boats, that he

had an Imperial mandate to prohibit all perfons,
under pain of death, to crofs the river. They,
intimidated by his threats, turned the head of the

two boats acrofs the ftream. The prince’s party

fired upon them: fome were killed, others plung-

ed into the river ; and a few expert fwimmers, in

the retinue of Chufero, brought one boat with
difficulty to the fhore.

The banks of the Attoc were in the mean time he isin_
crowded with the country people. An officer ar- 87 ik
rived with a hundred horfe to guard the paflage.
Other detachments came gradually in from every
quarter. Chufero and Huflein refolved to fave
themfelves in the boat. They placed their horfes
in the center, and they themfelves took their feats
in the ftern. Their attendants, afraid of being left
to the mercy of their enemies, threw themielves
headlong into the veflel, and almoft funk her.
They, however, pufthed her from ihore; threw
fome overboard, and cut off the hands of others
‘who clung to her fides. Many were drowned. A
few flain by the Imperialifts. This was but the
beginning of misfortunes. Mot of the oars had
been loft in the confufion; and the rudder, to

complete
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complete the ruin of the unfortunate Chufero, had
been inadvertently thrown overboard with the
wood with which the boat had been found loaded.
Thefe inconveniencies, joined to a want of {kill
in the rowers, rendered it impoflible for them to
manage the boat. She was earried down the
ftream. ‘lhe confufion was great, and danger
every moment increafed.

‘The zemindir, and the party who guarded
the ferry, were notidle. 'They feized upon thofe
left athore.  They fired at the boat, and followed
her down the river. She flruck atlaftona fand-
bank. Someplunged into the water to pufh her
off : fhe remained immoveable. The fire conti-
nued. Many were killed. No refource was left.
"The fun was juit rifing. Cafim Chan, who com-
manded the party of horfe, feeing the unfortu-
nate prince in this unextricable fitvation, ftopt the
fire. Being by rhis time joined by another officer
who commanded abody of troops in the neigh-
bourhood, both mounted their elephants ; and,
riding in to the bank on which the boat lay, fe:zed
the prince. Caflim placed him behind him on the
clephant, while the other officer fecured Huffein.
The few that remained of their attendants were
carried athore in another boat.

Such wasthe end of a rebellion begun without
any jult caufe, concerted without judgment, and
carried on with very moderate abilities, by a
prince fcarce more unfortunate than he deferved
to be. 'The emperor was at the time encamped in
a garden near Lahore. He received the news of
the feizure of the prince with exceflive joy. He
ordered him to be brought before him, with a
golden chain from his left band to his left foot, ac-
cording to the laws of his anceflors, Zingis and
Timur. Huflein, loaded with iron chains, was
placed on the right-hand of Chufero; Abdul

Rahim,
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Rahim, another of the principal rebels, on his A.D.
left. Jehangire fternly afked his fon, ¢ What 'ﬁfg
could induce thee, Sultan Chufero, to rebel ios.
againft thy fovereign and father ?”” Chufero was ="~/
filent: the emperor began to relent. He then,

in.a fofter tone, queftioned him about his ad\rl{‘ers

and abettors in rebellion. Chufero burft into
tears. His father was furprized : for till then he

had remained firm. ¢ Father,” faid the prince,

with a broken voice, “ my crime is great; but

let me fuffer for it alone. When you accufed

me, I was fenfible of my faults; and, as I was
reconciled with the lofs of life, I behawed ‘with
dignity. But when you raife the remembrance of

my friends, I am troubled at their fate. Let
them efcape as they can ; I will never become
their accufer.”

Jehangire ftood filent ; and by his prefling him Execution
no farther, feemed to applaud his fentiments. ﬁfr'}a‘;tad'
Any information from the prince would be un-
neceflary. T'he confpirators had impeached one
another; and three hundred of the chiefs
were already feized. The prince was delivered
over, in clofe confinement, into the hands of the
paymaiter-general. Huflein was fentenced to be
fewed up in the raw hide of an ox, and to be
thrown in that condition into the ftreet.  The hide
was foon contrated by the heat of the fun ; and
he expired in a few hours. Abdul Rahim did
not fo eafily efcape. Finding that Huflein was
dead fooner than they expetted, thole appointed
to fuperintend the executions, kept the afs’s hide
in which Rahim was inclofed, conftantly moift
with water, He lived for feveral days in that
miferable condition. Three hundred pales in the
mean time were fet upin two rows along the pub-
lic road. Therebels, to that number, weredrawn
alive on the pales. Chufero was brought every

day,
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day, as long as any of the unhappy wretches breatli-
ed under their tortures,to viewthe horrid fight. He
was led in chains through the midft of them, whilit
he watered the ground with his tears. Some of
them had been his deareft companions; others his
faithful fervants, who had followed his: fortunes,
merely to fhew their fidelity to a maiter whom
they loved.

Thele barbarous executions were {carce over at
Lahore, when news was brought to the Imperial
camp, that the Perfians had invelted Candahar
with a numerous army ; that Shaw Beg, the go-
vernor of that city and province, had, by his
rathnefs, fuffered a very confiderable lofs in-a
fally 5 yet that he continued, without any ne-
ceflity,” to expofe the garrifon. - His conduét
could only be accounted for by an ‘abfurdity bor-
dering on madnefs. He was ‘as carelefs of his
own life as he was of his duty. - Diffolute beyond
example, he ordered an awning to be fpread over
the gate-way moft expofed to sthe enemy’s fire.
He fat under it all day, converfing with common
proftitutes, whom, much againft their inclination,
he forced to attend him.  The emperor, fearing
more from his negligence and debauchery, than
he hoped from his fidelity and courage, fent Sirdir
Chan, an old Omrah, to fuperfede him in his go-
vernment, with orders to defend Candahar tosthe
lalt extremity. Ghazi Chan, an officer of great
reputation, was, at the fame time, difpatched
with twenty-five thoufand horfe, to harafs the
enemy. Jehangire himfelf, with the remaining
part of the Imperial army, marched to Cabul.

Ghazi had fcarce advanced within fix days
march of Candahar, when the Perfians raifed the
fiege, and retreated towards Choraffan. No rea-
fon could be affigned for thefe hoflilities on the
fide of Perfia, except the favourable opportunity

" offered,
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offered, by the rebellion of Chufero, for feizing
the city of Candahar, which was, in fome mea-
fure, the key to the Perfian empire.  Shaw Abas
of Perfia pretended, that his licatenants in the
provinces of Seiftan and Chotaflan had taken this
frep without his orders; and that it was his pofi-
tive commands which raifed the fiege.

Jehangire placed little faith in the profeffions
of Abas; being fatisfied, that the death of Akbar,
and the rebellion of Chufero, were the true mo-
tives of the invafion, He, however, admitted
the excufles of the Perfian, which were brought
by his ambaffador Huflein.  Several fmall forts
near Candahar, which had been taken by the
Perfians, were evacuated, and peace between the
two formidable powers was re-eftablifhed. ~ Shaw
Beg, deprived of the government of Candahar,
was made Suba of Cabul: for, notwithftanding
his abfurd behaviour, he had difplayed both abi-
lity and fpirit in' the defence of the city. The
emperor, after thele tranfations, returned to-
ward Lahore. %

Sultan Chufero was ftill in clofe confinement,
which his a&ive and vehement difpofition could
very ill endure. The ufage he met with deprived
him of every hope of a reconciliation with his
father. The marks of affection thewn by the em-
peror to his younger fons, Purvez and Churrum,
confirmed the fufpicions of Chufero. It was alfo
currently reported, that Jehangire was to appoint
one of the two favoured princes, his fucceflor.
Nothing but difappointment, and even death,
prefented to Chufero’s mind. His friends were
ftill numerous in the army. He founded them,
by his emiffaries: fome moved by his misfortunes,
many in love with novelty, began to form trea-
fonable defigns againft the emperor’s life. It was
concerted to fall upon Jehangire at the chace,

Vor. IIL K and,
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and, having difpatched him, to raife Chufero,
from his prifon to the throne.
Some writers doubt, whether Chufero was at

—— all privy to this confpiracy: others deny the

Jifcover-
d.

whole. The firft argue from the humanity of
Chufero; the latter fay, that it was a fi€tion of
Sultan Churrum, third fon of Jehangire. This
much is certain, ‘that the firlt intelligence of the
confpiracy came, through prince Churrum, to

. the emperor’s ears. He informed his father, that

five hundred of the nobility were engaged in a
plot againft his life. = Jehangire was ftartled, and
knew not how'to at: he confidered, that, thould
he feize fome, the reft would be alarmed; and
that danger might arife from their power. ~ As it
was diflicult, therefore, to fecure them all at
once, he thought it moft prudent to fend all on
different fervices.. Four of the principals he .re-
ferved, whom he ordered to be feized. They
were tried for treafon ; fufficient proofs could not
be found. They were kept in confinement : Chu-
fero was more narrowly watched; and became

* daily more and more obnoxious to his father.

JEHAN-
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Difturbances in Bengal—Story of Chaja Aiafi—-
His flight from Tartary—Diftrefs in the defart
—Birth of the Sultana Noor-M abil—Marriage
aith Shere Afkan—-Per;/écutian—-—and murder of
that Omrah—Her marriage with the emperor—

—Promotion of ber family.

J EHANGIRE, having refettled the affairs of Diftur-
the provinces to the north-weft of the JIndus, %i“ﬁf*‘li“
marched toward the capital.  When he was o A
fing the Attoc, letters were received from lflam
Chan, governor of Behar, with intelligence, that
Shere- Afkun, a native of Turkomania, who
commanded in the diftrict of Burdwan, had, with
his own hand, killed Kuttub-ul-dien Koka, Suba
of Bengal, together with feveral other officers,
who had fet upon Shere Afkun, with an. inten--
fion to affaffinate him. Jehangire was much af-
ficted at the death of his favourite Kuttub; but
he derived fome comfort from the Suba’s fuccefs
againft the life of Shere Afkun. The circum-
ffances of the unhappy fate of this chief are in
themfelves extraordinary ; and the knowledge of
them is neceffary for elucidating the fequel of the -
hiftory of Jehangire. To trace things to their
fource, we muft, for fome time, lofe fight of the
unfortunate Shere.

About twenty years before this period, Chaja Story of |
Aiafs, a native of the weftern Tartary, left that S;:"J“ i
country to pufh his fortune in Hindoftan. He

was delcended of an ancient and noble family,
K2 fallen
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fallen into decay by various revolutions of fortune.
He, however, had received a good education,
which was all his parents could beftow. Fallin
in love with a young woman, as poor as himfelf,
he married her; but he found it difficult to pro-
vide for her the very neceflaries of life. Reduced
to the laft extremity, he turned his thoughts upon
India, the ufual refource of the needy Tartars of
the north. He left privately friends, who either
would not or could not affift him, and turned his
face to a foreign country. His all confifted of
one forry horfe, and a very fmall fum of money,
which had proceeded from the fale of his other
effe@ts. Placing his wife upon the horfe, he
walked by her fide. She happened to be with
child, and could ill endure the fatigue of {o great
a journey. Their fcanty pittance of money was
foon expended: they had even fubfifted, for fome
days, upon charity, when they arrived on the
{kirts of the Great Solitudes, which feparate Tar-
tary from the dominions of the family of Timur,
in India. No houfe was there to cover them from
the inclemency of the weather; no hand to relieve
their wants. To return, was certain mifery; to
proceed, apparent deftruction.

They had fafted three days: to complete their
misfortunes, the wife of Aiafs was taken in la-
bour. She began to reproach her hufband for
leaving his native country at an unfortunate hour ;
for exchanging a quiet; though poor life, for the
ideal profpett of wealth in a diftant country.
In' this* diftrefled fitvation fhe brought forth a
daughter. They remained in the place for fome
hours, with a vain hope that travellers might pafs
that way. They were difappointed. Human feet
feldom tread thefe defarts: the fun declined
a-pace..  They feared the approach of night: the
place was the haunt of wild beafts; and fhould

they

Hisdiftrefs
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they efcape their hunger, they muft fall by their
own. Chaja Aiafs, in this extremity, having
placed his wife on the horfe, found himfelf fo much
exhaufted that he could fcarcely move. To carry
the child was impoffible: the mother could not
even hold herfelf faft on the horfe. A long con-
telt began between Humanity and Neceflity : the
latter prevailed, and they agreed to expole the
child on the high-way. The infant, covered with
leaves, was placed under a tree; and the difcon-
{olate parents proceeded in tears.

When they had advanced about a mile from in the de-

the place, and the eyes of the mother could no g
longer diftinguith the folitary tree under which
the had left her daughter, fhe gave way to grief;
and throwing h_erfelg from the horfe on the ground,
exclaimed, ¢ My child! my child!” She endea-
voured to raife herfelf; but fhe had no ftrength
to return, Ajafls was pierced to the heart. He
promifed to bring her the infant. He arrived at
the place. No fooner had his eyes reached the
child, than he was almoft {truck dead with horror.
A black fnake, fay our authors, was coiled around
it; and Aiafs believed he beheld him extending
his fatal jaws to devour the infant. The father
rufhed forward. The ferpent, alarmed at his vo-
ciferation, retired into the hollow tree. He took
up his daughter unhur¢, and returned to the
mother. He gave her child into her arms; and,
as he was informing her of the wonderful efcape
of the infant, fome travellers appeared, and foon
relieved them of all their wants, They proceeded
gradually and came to Labore.

The emperor Akbar, at the arrival of Afafs, Hisarrival
kept his court at Lahore. Afiph Chan, one gre/ B0l
that monarch’s principal Omrahs, attended then Lahore,
the prefence. He was a diftant relation to Aiafs,

and he received him with attention and friend.
fhip,
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fhip. To employ him, he made him his own
fecretary. Aiafs foon recommended himfelf to
Afiph in that ftation; and, by fome accident, his
diligence and ability attracted the notice of the
emperor, who raifed him to the command of a
thoufand horfe. He became, in procefs of time,
mafter of the houfehold ; and his genius being
ftill greater than even his good fortune, he raifed
himfelf to the office and title of A&imad-ul-Dowla,
or high treafurer of the empire. Thus he, who
had almoft perifhed through mere want in the de-
fert, became, in the fpace of a few years, the
firft {ubje& in India.

The daughter, who had been born to Aiafs in
the defert, received, foon after his arrival at La-
hore, the name of Mher-ul-Nifla, or the Sun of
Women. She had fome right to the appellation ;
for in beauty fhe excelled all the ladies of the
Eaft. She was educated with the utmoft care and
attention. Inmufic, in dancing, in poetry, in paint-
ing, fhe had no equalamong her fex. Her difpofi-
tion was volatile, her wit lively and fatirical, her{pirit
lofty and uncontrouled. Selim, the prince-royal,
vifited one day her father. When the public en-
tertainment was over, when all, except the prin-
cipal guelts, were withdrawn, and wine was
brought on the table, the ladies, according to cuf-
tom, were introduced in their veils. '

The ambition of Mher-ul-Niffa afpired to a con-
quelt of the prince. She fung—he was in rap-
tures : fhe danced—he could hardly be reftrained,
by the rules of decency, to his place. Her fta-
ture, her fhape, her %ait, had raifed his ideas of

her beauty to the higheft pitch. When his eyes

feemed to devour her, fhe, as by accident, dropt
her veil ; and fhone upon him, at once, with all
her charms. The confufion, which the could well
feign, on the occafion, heightened the beautyhof

er
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ker face. Her timid eye by ftealth fell upon the
prince, and kindled all his foul into love. He
was filent for the remaining part of the evening :
the endeavoured to confirm, by her wit, the con-
queft which the charms of her perfon had made.

%

Selim, diftraéted with his paffion, knew not Marries

what cousfe to take.. Mher-ul-Niffa had been be- i‘l‘:l’: g

trothed, by her father, to Shere Afkun, a Tur-
komanian nobleman of great renown. He ap-
plied to: his father Akbar, who fternly refufed to
commit a piece of injuftice, though in favour of
the heir of his throne. The price retired abath-
ed ; and Mher-ul Nifla became the wife of Shere
Afkun. The latter, however, fuffered in his
profpeéts in life, for not having madea voluntary
refignation of the lady to the enamoured prince.
Though Selim dusft make no open attack upon his
fortunate rival during the life of Akbar, men in
office werfhipped the rifing fun, and threw ac-
cumulated difgrace on Shere Afkun. He be-
came difguftd, and left the court of Agra. He
retired into the province of Bengal, and obtain-
ed from the Suba of that country, the fuperin-
tendency of the diftrict of Bordwan,

The paffion for Mher-ul-Niffa; which Seilm had
reprefled from a refpet and fear for his father, re-
turned with redoubled violence when he himfelf
mounted the throne of India. He wasnow abfo-
lute ; no fubjeé could thwart his will and pleafure,
He recalled Shere Afkun from his retrest. He
was, however, afraid to go fo much againft the
current of the public opinion, as to deprive that
Omrah of his wife. Shere was inflexible : no
man of honour in India can part with his fpoufe,
and retain his life. His incredible ftrength and
bravery had rendered Shere extremely popular.
He was naturally high-fpirited and proud ; and
jt was not to be expected, that he would yield to

: indignity
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indignity and public {hame.—His family, his for-
mer reputation was high.,—Born of noble parents
in Turkomania, he had {pent his youthin Perfia;
and had ferved. with uncommon renown, Shaw
Ifmaél the third of the Sufvi line. His original
name was Afta Jill6, but having killed a lion,
he was dignified with the title of Shere Afkun,
or the Overthrower of the Lion. Under the
latter name he became famous in India. In the
wars of Akbar, he had {erved with great repu-
tation. He had diftinguithed himfelf, in a parti-
cular manner, under Chan Chanan, at the tak-
ing of Sind, by exhibiting prodigies of perfo-
nal ftrength and valour. Preferments had been
heaped upon him; and he was highly eflteemed
at court, during the life of Akbar, who loved in
others that daring intrepidity for which he him-
felf was renowned.

Jehangire kept his court at Delhi, when he
called Shere Afkun to the prefence. He received
him gracioufly and conferred new honours upon
him. Shere Afkun, naturally open and generous,
fufpeted not the emperor’s intentions. Time,
he thought, had erazed the memory of Mher-ul-
Niffa from Jebangire’s mind. He was deceived.
The monarch was refolved to remove his rival;
but the means he ufed were, at once, foolifh and
difgraceful. He appointed a day for hunting;
and ordered the haunt of an enormous tiger to
be explored. News was foon brought, that a
tiger of an extraordinary fize was dilcovered in
the foreft of Nidarbari. This favage, it was faid,
had carried off many of the largeft oxen from
the neighbouring villages. The emperor direéted
thither his march, attended by Shere Afkun, and
feveral thoufands of his principal officers, with all
their trains. Having, according to the cuftom
of the Mogul Tartars, furrounded the ground for
many miles, they began to move toward the cen-

ter,
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ter, on all fides. The tiger was rouzed. His
roaring was heard in all quarters: and the em-
peror haftened to the place.

The nobility being affembled, Jehangire called =3t
aloud, ¢ Who among you will advance fingly = °
¢ and attack this tiger #”> They looked on one
another in filence : then all turned their eyes on
Shere Afkun. He feemed not to wunderftand
their meaning: at length three Omrahs ftarted
forth from the circle, and facrificing fear to fhame,
fell at the emperor’s feet, and begged permil-
fion to try fingly their firength againit the formi-
dable animal. The pride of Shere Afkun arofe.
He had imagined, that none durft attempt a
deed fo dangerous, He hoped, that after the
refufal of the nobles, the honour of the enter-
prize would devolve in courfe on his hands. But
three had offered themfelves for the combat : and
they were bound in honour to infift on their prior
right.  Afraid of lofing his former renown, Shere
Af kun began thus in the prefence, “ To attack
¢ ananimal with weapons is both unmanly and
¢« unfair. God has given to man limbs and
< finews as well as to tigers : he has added reafon
¢ to the former to conduét his ftrength.” The
other Omrahs objefted in vain,  That all
“ men were inferior to the tiger in ftrength ; and
<« that he could be overcome only with fteel.”
< [ will convinceyou of your miltake,” Shere
Afkun replied : and, throwing down his fword
and fhield, prepared to advance unarmed.

Though the emperor was, in fecret, pleafed 2d Fiis
with a propofal full of danger to Shere, he made s -
a fhew of diffuading him from the enterprize. g°r
Shere was determined. The monarch, with
feigned reluance, yielded. Men knew not whe-
ther they ought molft to admire the courage of the
man, or exclaim againft the folly of the deed.
Aftonithment was painted in every face. Every

tongue

-
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tongue was filent. Writers give a particular,
butincredible detail of the battle between Shere
Afkun and the tiger. This much is certain, that,
after a long and obftinate flruggle, the aftonith-
ing warrior prevailed; and though mangled with
wounds himfelf, laid at laft the favage dead at his
feet. Thethoufands who were eye-witnefles of the
action, were even almoft afraid to vouch for the
truth of the exploit, with their concurring tefti-
mony. The fame of Shere was increafed; and
the defigns of the emperor failed. But the de-
termined cruelty of the latter ftopt not here :
other means of death were contrived againft the

unfortunate Shere.
Defeatea . He had {carce recovered from his wounds,
deber 1se when he came to pay his refpedls at court., He
life. was careffed by the emperor ; and he fufpeéted no
guile. A fnare, however, was prepared for him.
Jehangire had meanly condefcended to give pri-
vate orders to the rider of one of his largeft ele-
phants to waylay his rival, in one of the narrow
{treets, when he next fhould return tocourt, and
there to tread him to death. As accidents of
that kind {fometimes happen, from the rage of
thofe animals in the rutting feafon, the thing
might have paffed without fufpicion. Shere was
carried in his palanky. He faw the elephant in
his way. He gave orders to the bearers to return
back : the elephant came forward. They threw
the palanky, with their mafter, in the ftreet, and
fled to fave their lives. Shere faw his danger,
He had juft time to rife. He drew a fhort fword,
which always hung by his fide: with this wea-
pon he {truck the elephant acrofs the root of the
trunk, which he cut off with one blow. The
animal roared, turned from him, fell down and
expired. The emperor was looking out at a
window, He retired with amazement and fhame,
Shere
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Shere continued his way to the palace. Without
any fufpicion of treachery, he related the particu-
lars to Jehangire. The latter difguiled bis fenti-
ments, but relinquithed not his defigns. He
praifed the ftrength and valour of Shere, who re-
tired fatisfied and unfufpecting from the prefence.
Whether the emperor endeavoured to conquer
his paffion for Mher-ul-Niffa, or felt remorfe from
his own behaviour, is uncertain ; but, for the
fpace of fix months, no further attempts were
made againft the life of Shere, who now retired
tothe capital of Bengal. ' The former defigns of
Jehangire were nofecret. They were the fubject
of common converfation, little to the advantage
of thecharaéter of a great prince. Abfolute mo-
narchs, however, are never without men who flat-
ter their worft paffions, and adminifter to their
moft pernicious pleafures. ~ Kuttub, Suba of Ben-
gal, was one of thefe convenient {fycophants. To
ingratiate himfelf with the emperor, though per-
haps not by his exprefs commands, he hired forty
ruffians, to attack and murder Shere, when an
opportunity fhould offer. Shere was apprized of
the intentions of Kuttub. He continued within
doors ; but fuch was his confidence in his own
ftrength and valour, that at night he would not
permit his fervants to remain in hishoufe. “They,
according to cuftom, retired each to his own
home. An old porter only remained of the men
fervants, under the fame roof with Shere. The
affaflins were no ftrangers to a circumf{tance com-
mon in India. They made their obfervations up-
on the houfe. They found that there was a room,
on the right hand, within the principal door,
which Shere ufed, as a writing-chamber. This
room communicated, by a narrow paflage, with
the fleeping apartments. When it was dark, they
took advantage of the old porter’s ablence, and
conveyed
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conveyed themfelves, without difcovery, into the
y ) 1y,

houfe.
fortyaflaf-  The principal door being bolted at the ufual
HE hour, Shere and his family went to bed. Some

of the affaffins, when they thought he was fallen
afleep, ftole filently into his apartment. They
prepared to plunge their daggers into his body,
when one of them, who was an old man, being
touched with remorfe, cried out with a loud voice:
¢ Hold! bave we not the emperor’s orders ? Let
“ us behave like men. Shall forty fall upon one,
¢ and that one afleep !” ¢ Boldly fpoken,”” faid
Shere ; ftarting that inftant from his bed. Seizing
his fword, he placed himfelf ina corner of the
room. There he was attacked by the affaffins,
In a few minutes, many of the villains lay, wel-
tering in their blood, at his feet. Scarce one half
efcaped without a wound. The old man, who
had given warning, did not attempt to fly. Shere
took him by the hand, praifed and thanked him
for his behaviour, and having enquired about
thofe who bad hired the affaflins, difmifled him,
with handfome prefents, to relate the particulars

abroad,
Heismur-  The fame of this gallant exploit refounded
dered: through the whole empire. Shere could not ftir
abroad for the mob, who prefled around him.
He, however, thought proper to retire from the
capital of Bengal, to his old refidence at Burd-
wan. He hoped to live there in obfcurity and
fafety, with his beloved Mher-ul-Niffa. He was
deceived. The Suba of Bengal had received his
government, for the purpofe of removing the un-
fortunate Shere; and he was not ungrateful.
After deliberating with himfelf about the means,
he, at laft, fell upon an effeftual expedient. Set-
tling the affairs of his government at Tanda,
which was, at that time, the capital of Beng;l,
e
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he refolved, with a great retinue, to make the
tour of the dependent provinces. In his rout he
came to Burdwan. He made no fecret to his prin-
cipal officers, that he had the emperor’s orders
for difpatching Shere: That devoted Omrah,
hearing that the Suba was entering the town in
which he refided, mounted his horfe, and, with
two fervants only, went to pay his refpe@s. The
Suba received Shere with affetted politenefs.
They rode, for fome time, fide by fide ; and their
converfation turned upon indifferent affairs.. The
Suba fuddenly ftopt. He ordered his elephant of
ftate to be brought; which he mounted, under
a pretence of appearing with becoming pomp in
the city of Burdwan. Shere ftood ftill, when the
Suba was afcending; and one of the pikemen,
pretending that Shere was in the way, ftruck his
horfe, and began to drive him before him. Shere
was enraged at the affront. He knew that the
pikeman durft not have ufed that freedom with-
out his mafter’s orders: he faw plainly, that there
was a laid defign againft his life. He turned
round upon the pikeman, and threatened him
with inftant death. He fell on the ground and
begged for mercy. Swords were drawn. Shere
had no time to lofe. He {purred his horfe up to
the elephant, on which the Suba was mounted ;
and having broke down the amari or caltle, cut
him in two; and thus the unfortunate Kuttub be-
came the vitim of his own zeal to pleafe the em-

peror. Shere did not reft here: he turned his

{word on the other officers. The firlt that fell
by his hands was Aba Chan, a native of Cafh-
mire ; who was an Omrah of five thoufand horfe.
Four other nobles thared the fame fate. A death
attended every blow from the hand of Shere.
The remaining chiefs were at once aftonithed and
frightened, They fled to a diftance, and formed

a circle
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a circle around him. Some began to gall him
with arrows; others to fire with their mufquets.
His horle, at length, being fhot with a ball in
the forehead, fell under him. The unfortunate
Shere, reduced to the laft extremity, began to
upbraid them with cowardice. He invited them
feverally to fingle combat ; but he begged in vain.
He had already received fome wonnds.  He plainly
faw his approaching fate. Turning his face
toward Mecca, he took up fome duft with his
band ; and, for want of water, threwit, by way
of ablution, upon his head. He then ftood up,
feemingly unconcerned. Six balls entered his
body, in different places, before he fell. His
enemies had fcarce the courage to come near, till
they faw him in the laft agonies of death. They -
praifed his valour to the fkies: but in adding to
his reputation, they took away from their own.
1'he officer, who fucceeded the decealed Suba
in the command of the troops, haftened to the
houfe of Shere. He was afraid that Mher-ul-
Nifla, in the firft paroxifms of grief, might make
away with herfelf. That lady, however, bore
her misfortunes with more fortitude and refigna-
tion. She was unwilling to adopt the manners of
her country, upon fuch tragical occafions. She
even pretended, in vindication of her apparent
infenfibility, to follow the injun&ionsof her de-
ceafed lord. She alleged that Shere, forefeeing
his own fall by Jehangire, had conjured her ‘to
yield to the defires of that monarch without he-
fitation, The reafons, which fhe faid, he gave,
were as feeble as the fa&t itfelf was improbable.
He was afraid that his own exploits would fink
into oblivion, without they were connetted with
the remarkable event of giving an emprefs to

India,
Mhera
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Mher-ul-Niffa was fent, with all imaginable jireceiv-
care, to Delhi. She was full of the ambition of edateourt.

becoming the favourite Sultana. Her vanity was
difappointed. Though fhe was received with
great tendernefs and affetion, by Rokia Sultana
Begum, the emperor’s mother, Jehangire re-
fuled to fee her. Whether his mind was then
fixed on another object, or remorfe had taken pof-
feflion of his foul, authors do not agree. They,
however, affert, with great improbability, that
the emperor was fo much affefted with the death
of his favourite, the Suba of Bengal, that he
refolved to punith Mher-ul-Niffa, for an accident
in which fhe had no concern. Be that as it will,
he gave orders to thut her up in.one of the worlt
apartments of the feraglio. ' He even would not
deignto fee her; and, contrary to his ufual mu-
nificence to women, he allowed her but fourteen
anas, about two fhillings of our money, a-day,
for the fubfiftence of herfelf and fome female
flaves.  This coldnefs to a woman whom he pafiio-
nately loved when not in his power, was at once
unaccountable and ablurd.

Mher-ul-Niffa was a woman of a haughty fpirit,
and could not brook this treatment. She had no
remedy. She gave herfelf up, for fome time, to
grief, as if for the death ‘of her hufband ; but it
was difappointment only that preyed upon her

“mind. Shé'was at length reconciled to her con-
dition, from a hope of an opportunity of re-kind-
ling the emperor’s former love. She truited to
the amazing power of her own beauty ; which,
to conquer, 'required only to be feen. The em-
peror’s mother, who was deeply interelted for
Mbher-ul-Nifla, could not prevail upon her fon to
fee her. He turned away from her in filence,
when (he fpoke of the widow of Shere. An ex-
pedient, however, offered itlelf to Mher-ul-Nifia.

- To

Not feen
by the em-
peror.
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To'raife her own reputation in the feraglio, and
A to fupport herfelf and flaves with more decency,
B i than the feanty pittance allowed her would admit,
fhe called forth her invention and tafte in workin
fome admirable pieces. of tapeftry and embroide-
Iy, in painting filks with exquifite delicacy, and
in inventing female ornaments of every kind.
i "Thele articles were carried, by ber flaves, to the
W dillerent fquares of the royal feraglio, and to the
i harams of the great officers of the empire. The
, inventions of Mher-ul-Nifla excelled fo much in
i i their kind, that they were bought with the greateft
i avidity. Nothing was fathionable among the ladies
I of Delhi and Agra, but the work of her hands.
She accumulated, by thefe means, a confiderable
IR {um of money, with which fhe repaired and beau-
, tified her apartments, and clothed her flaves in
the richeft tiffues and brocades, while fhe herfelf
affe€ted a very plain and fimple drefs,

r‘l"'].‘ r’"::“-lf‘”“ In this fituation the widow of Shere continued
vears.  four years, without once having feen the emperor.

Her fame reached his ears from every apartment
in the feraglio. Curiofity atlength vanquithed his
relolution. He determined to be an eye-witnefs
| of the things which he had fo often heard, con-
| cerning Mher-ul-Niffa. He refolved to furprize
| her: and communicating his refolution to none,
|| he fuddenly entered her apartments, where he
' found- every thing fo clegant and magnificent,
that he was firuck with amazement, But the
greatelt ornament of the whole was Mher-ul-Nifa
| herfelf, . She lay half reclined, on an embroider-
' ed fopha, in a plain muflin drefs. Her flaves fat
in a circle round her,, at work, attired in rich
brocades. She flowly arofe, in manifelt confu-
fion ; and received the emperor with the wufual
ceremony of touching firft the ground, then
}l' her forehead with her right hand. She did not
utter
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utter one word ; but ftood with her eyes fixed on
the ground. Jehanzire remained for fome time
filent, THeadmired her thape, her ftature, her
beauty, her grace; and that inexpreflible volup-
tuoufnefs of mein, which it is nnpnfﬁ‘)lé to reflt.

Jehangire did not, for fome time} recover Hernupti-

from his confufion. He at length fat down on jl‘b;;t.i',,c
the fopha, and requefted Mher-ul-Nifla to fit by
his fide. ‘The firft queftion he atked, was, ¢ Why
¢ this difference between the appearance of Mher-
¢ ul-Niffa and her flaves "’ She very fhrewdly
replied, “ Thofe born to fervitude muflt drefs
¢ as it {hall pleale thofe whom they ferve. Thele
“ are my fervants ; and [ alleviate the burden of
¢ bondage by every indulgence in my power.
“ ButI that am your flave, O Emperor of the
¢ Moguls, muft drels according to your pleafure
¢ and not my own.” Though this anfwer was a
kind of farcafm on his behaviour, it was {o perti-
nent and well turned, that it greatly pleafed Je-
hangire. He took her atonce in his arms. His
former affeftion returned, with all its violence ;
and the very next day, public orders were iffued
to prepare a magnificent feltival, for the celebra-
tion of his nuptials with Mhber-ul-Nifla. Her
name was alfo changed by an edi& into Noor-Ma-
hil, or the Light of the Seraglio. Theemperor’s
former favourites vanifhed before her ; and during
the reft of ‘the reign of Jehangire, fhe bore the
chief fway in all the affairs of the empire.

‘The great power of Noor-Mahil appeared, for Promotion
the firlt time, in the immediate advancement of fmll;” o
her family, Her father, who, in the latter end of
the reign of Akbar, had been chief treafurer of
the empire, was raifed to the office of abfolute vi-
fier and firk minifter. Ferid Bochari, who,
under the title of Mortaza Chan, managed the
affairs of the empire, had been, by a ftroke of the

Vor. HI, L palfy,
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pally, rendered unfit for bufinefs, which cpened
the way for the promotion of the A&emad-ul-
Dowlat. The two brothers of Noor-Mahil were
raifed to the firlt rank of nobility, by the titles of
Aéticad Chan and Afiph Jah. Her numerous
relations poured in from Tartary, upon hearing
of the fortune of the houfe of Aiafs. Some of
them were gratified with high employments, all
with lucrative ones. Her father was not dazzled
with the fplendor of his high flation. He was
a man of probity in private life, of ability in
office. He became a great and good minifter.
His name is revered to this day in Hindoftan.
‘The talents of her brothers were rather popular
than great. They behaved with honour and mo-
deration upon every occafion ; ftrangers to info-
lence, and enemies to oppreflion. The invidi-
oulnefs of their fituation did not raife envy.
Men allowed, that merit intitled them more to
their high ftations, than their relation to the fa-
vourite Sultana. The writers of the affairs of
Hindoftan remark, That no family ever rofe fo
fuddenly, or {o defervedly, torank and eminence,
than the family of Chaja Aiafs ; and this is our
apology for the minute relation of their progrefs
to greatnels.

JEHAN-
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Prudent adminifiration—Infurrestions quelled—Bad
Juceefs in the Decan— Emperor’s progrefs to Aj-
mere.— Peace with the Rana—Prince Churrum
in favour—Charaller of Sultan Purvex—An
Englifb Ambaffadsr—His reception at Ajmere—
Tranfaclions at court—Power of the Sultana—
Progrefs to Mando—To Guzerat—T he emperer’s
return to Agra—Death and characier of the
Vifrer.

TH F. charms of thie Sultana eftranged the mind
of Jebangire from all public affairs.  Eafy in his
temper, and naturally voluptuous, the powers of
his foul were locked up in a pleafing enthufiafim
of love, by the engaging convetfation and extra-
ordinary beauty of Noor-Mahil. The ftate, how-
ever, did not fuffer from the negligent indolence
of the emperor. An ample field was left for the
virtues and abilities of the new vifier ; who turn-

Prudent
admini-
{iration.

ed his attention more to domeftic improvement .

than to foreign conqueft. Agriculture, which
had been much neglected, was encouraged. Ma-
ny provinces, defolated by former difturbances
and wars, were, by degrees, repeopled and cul-
tivated. Security of property was given to the
farmer ; the induftry of the mechanic was pro-
tefted. The country affumed a new face : the

L 2 ufeful
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ufeful arts were revived and flourifhed in the ci«
tics. The vifier even extended his improvements
to defarts. Forefts, formerly the haunts of wild

=~ bealts, were cut down ; and villages and towns

Afpans
rebel.

began to rife in folitudes. Infurrection and rebel-
lion were not heard of, becaufe there was no op-
preflion: idlenefs being difcouraged, robberies
were things unknown. The revenues of the em-
pire gradually increafed: to prevent extortion
in the collettion, every Suba was obliged to tranf-
mit monthly to court, a ftate of the improve-
ments and regulations made, in confequence of
public infiruétions from Agra, When the im-
provements were not adequate to the taxes, the
Subas were either feverely reprimanded, or de-
graded. No diftin&ions were madein the admini-
ftration of juftice, between the Mahommedan and
Hindoo. Both were worfhippers of God, each
in his way; both members of the fame commu-
nity, and fubjeéts of the fame lord.

When the father of the Sultana was thus em-
ployed, in internal regulations for the good of
the empire, new commotiens arofe near its
northern frontier. The Afgans, a fierce and ua-
tratiable people, natives of the mountains beyond
the Indus, always thirfling after flaughter and
plunder, could not long endure peace. Thefe
barbarians were encouraged to infurrection, by
the abfence of Shaw Bec Chan, Suba of Cabul,
from the capital of the province of that name.

- The Suba had been obliged to make a journey

northward, to fettle fome affairs on the frontiers ;
and Majin-ul- Muluc, the deputy governor of Ca-
bul, {fuffered himfelf to be furprized in the city
by the infurgents. They entered Cabul, with a con-
fiderable army, and began to exercife all the
cruelties of war. The inhabitants, rendered de-
fperate by misfortune, took arms againft the plun-

R derers,
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derers. The city became a fcene of flaughter and
diftrefs. Nadili Meidani, a gallant man, and an
officer of rank in the province, haftened to the
relief of Cabul. Some of the banditti fled: ma-
ny were put to the fword. The fugitives were
arfued to their mountains, and the rebellion
quafhed. Thefe tranfaltions happened in the

month of Siffer, of the fixth year of Jebangire.
An infurre@tion happened in Bengal toward
the clofe of the fame year. Alman, an Afgan,
defcended of the race of the Patan princes, who
reigned in India before the empire fcll under the
dominion of the houfe of Timur, ftirred up a
rebellion. He had formerly made many attempts
to recover the throne of his fathers ; but this
was his moft formidable and refolute effort. Su-
jait, an officer of rank, was difpatched againit
the rebel by Iflam Chan, Suba of Bengal. Both
armies foon came to an aftion. Sujait was on
the point of being defeated. He drove his ele-
phant, as the laft refort of defpair, through the
thickeft of the enemy, in fearch of Afman, who
was mounted on a horfe. The elephant having
feized the hotfe, dathed him and his rider againit
the ground ; but when the animal was about to
tread the unfortunate Afman under his feet, one
of his attendants came and wounded the elephant
in thetrunk. The elephant, with the painof the
wound, plunged in fuch a manner, that Sujait
was thrown off, and fell headlong on the ground.
His life was faved by his men; who lecing
him expofing his perfon, became lefs careful
about their own. In their effort to extricate their
chief, they repulfed the enemy. ~ Alman, biuifed
with his fall, was carried back to his tent, where
he foon after expired. His death gave the vitory
to Sujait, and quafhed the rebellion in Bengal.
Sujait, for this fignal fervice, was raifed by the
_ emperor
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A. D. emperor to the title of Ruftum ZimAn, which

j51i-  fignifies the Hercules of the Age.

il The infurrection in Bengal was [carce quelled,
v~ when another of 4 more extraordinary nature hap-
Ancther  pened in_ the neighbouring province of Behir.
' A man of low degree, whofe name was Cuttub,
defcended of the Rohilla tribe of Afgans, and a
native of Atcha, found his way to Behar. 'I'hat
province was pofleffed by a number of his nation,
who had fettled there under the Patan empire.
He afirmed that he was the prince Chufero, the
reigning emperor’s fon ; and he accompanied his
impofture with a probable ftory of his efcape
from prifon. The misfortunes of Chufero had
rendered him popular, Many believed the tale.
Many, in love with innovation and fpoil, joined
the [tandard of Cuttub. He npmbered, in lefs
than a week, feven thoufand among his
followers. He affumed immediately the Imperial
titles, and advanced with his motely army of ban-
ditti, toward Patna, the capital of the province
of Behir, Affil Chan, the Suba of the province,
was abfent at Gazipoor, about one hundred and
twenty miles from Patna ; and his deputy com-
manded in the city, when Cuttub appeared be=
fore it.

The city of Patna was too large and ill-garri-
foned with troops to make any defence. Cuttub
entered it, with little oppofition. He took pof-
Ieflion of the palace, women, and wealth of the
Suba ; and giving up Patna to plunder, divided
the [poil among his adherents. Some, who were
no {trangers to the perfon of Sultan Chufero,
endeavoured to expofe the impofture. They fuf-
fered for their ralhnefs, and were put to death.
Some, confcious of the impofition, were afraid
to own their folly ; and, having gone fo far were
pnwilling and athamed to recede. Affil himfelf,

at

Quathed.
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at firlt, gave fome credit to a report brought < A p.
from all quarters. He knew not how to behave. 1651
He affe@ed the party of Chufero; and he feared i
the emperor. Ten days after Patna was {urprifed ‘-~~~
by Cuttub, Afiil was convinced, by various let-
ters, that the leader of the infurre@ion was not
the prince. He haftened from Gazipoor, with
all the forces he could colleét. On the third day
he prefented himfelf before Patna.  Cuttub
marched out and gave him battle. ‘I'he infurgents
were defeated and fled. In the hurry of their
flight they negle€ted to fhut the gates; and the
enemy entered at their heels. ‘I'he pretended
prince, driven to the laft extremity, fhut himfelf
up, with a few friends, in the Suba’s houle.  He
defended himfelf for fome time.  Afhl, having loft
twenty men in endeavouring to fcale the walls,
was fo fortunate as to kill the impoftor with a
brick-bat ; and thus a ridiculous kind of death
put an end to the ambitious views of Cuttub.

Intelligence of this infurrection arrived at the Prince
court of Agra, at the fame time with the news of e
its being quelled. Frefh difturbances broke out sgainft ¢
in a different cornerof the empire. Amardinka, =
prince of Odipour, in the Decan, fetting fuddeniy
upon the Imperial troops on the frontier, defeated
them. - The aétion happened near the city of
Brampour, among the mountains of Balagat. The
emperor wasalarmed. He placed his fecond fon,
Purvez, at the head of thirty-thoufand horfe ; and
gave him, at the fame time, a commiffion to take
the command of all the troops on the confines of
the Imperial dominions and the Decan. = The
force, had it even been well condutted, was no
more than adequate to the fervice. Amar Sinka,
who went under the title of Rana, or THE PRINCE,
by way of eminence, deduced his defcent from
¢the Imperial family, who reigned in the great

‘ city
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city of Kindge over all India for many centuries,
before that empire was invaded by the followers of
Mabommed. . He added power to his noble birth.
He poflefled the greater part of the territories |,
which compofe the extenfive dominions of the
prefent Mabrattors; and the lawful heir of his
family bears, to this day, the name of Prince
among that powerful ariftocracy.

Many nobles of the firft rank and renown
attended  Sultan  Purvez in - this expedition.
The moft confiderable were Chan Jehan, defcend-
ed of the Imperial family of Lodi, whe reigned
before the houfe of Timur, in Hindoftan; Mirza
Abdul Rabim, who derived lis pedigree from
Timur; and Chan Chanan, the fon of the fa-
mous Byram, who  bad been regent during the
minority of the empgetor Akbar.  Théfe  com-
pofed the prince’s council. But they carried their
former feuds into their deliberations. They were
unaiimous in nothing. . Jealoufy, in its moft for-
bidding form, appeared in all their debates ; and
they could not even abftain from indecent reflec-
tions upon one another. The fpirit of dil-
cord f{pread from the council of war to the
army. Each of the great Omrahs had bhis
partizans and abettors. Fa&ion and tumule
reigned in every corner of the camp. The
prince was naturally mild ; he wanted experience ;
and he was deftitute of that intrepid firmnefs and
feverity, which is neceffary to awe mankind into
obedience. He defcended to intreaty where he
ought to command ; and when he eéndeavoured
to reconcile them, their paffion became more in-
flamed, as every check wasremoved by his known
foftnefs of difpofition.

The army in the mean time advanced.  Within
a few days march of Brampour, the Imperialifts
came in fight of the enemy. Men generally be-
come united at the approach of danger, It hap-

' pomarpened
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pened otherwife here. The fpirit of Difcord and A.D.
Envy had been been let loofe; and the Omrahs 161
feared the enemy lefs, than the fuccefs that might ot
attend the advice of any one of themfelves. Chan =
Jehan was for battle.. Chan Chapan differed from
him in opinion; as the enemy was too advan-
tageoufly pofted in the bills. Abdul Rahim, was
for entering the Rana’s country by another road,
The prince was ready to adopt any refolution,
upon which they all fhould agree. This was im-
poflible.  The army lay inadtive. Theair in the
camp became putrid. Fevers raged. The ene-
my hovered round on the mountains. Provifions
and forage became fearce = the fields around were
red with the frefh graves of the dead. But though
the council of wardifagreed about an attack, they
concurred ina retréat. ‘They fled with precipita-
tionto Ajmere.  The enemy hung on their rear.
The Omrahs wrote' feparately letters to' court,
with accufations againft each other’s condutt.
Chan Chanan was recalled to Agra, divefted of
all his employments ; and he even thought him-
felf happy in being able to fave his life.  The dil-
race of this nobleman redounded not to the ho-
nour of Chan Jehan. That lord, through whofe
accufations Chan Chananchiefly fell, rendered him-
felf odious by ingratitude. He had been educated
in the family of Chan Chanan: he had rilen,
through his influence, to all his honours and
offices. ¢ Purvez re-
Jehangire, alarmed at the bad fuccels o s e
arms againft the Rana, dilpatched Mohabet Chan
to take the command of the army. He could not
have made a better choice. Mohabet was brave
in action, intrepid in deliberation ; full of dignity
and fpirit; under the abfolute dominion of judg-
ment and good conduc.  Purvez was recalled to
the prefence. The unfortunate iflue of the cam-

Paign was a fevere blow to that prince, It affected
his
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A. B. his reputation ; it loft him his father’s affetions;
‘i3 and even his profpeét of fucceeding to the throne.
(o22. Though the choice which Jehangire had made
i~ of a general to command his forces againft the
Fmgﬂ:fé"tf, Rana feemed to promife fuccefs, the event did
Ajmere. ot anfwer the emperor’s’ fanguine expe&ations.
The army was in too bad a condition, to be fud-

denly reftored to difcipline and order. Mohabet

could not, with any affurance of victory, fhew

them to the enemy. Jehangire was naturally im-
patient. On the fecond of Shabin, of the one
thoufand and twenty-fecond year of the Higera,

he moved the Lefcar or Imperial camp, with a
profefled defign of putting himfelf at the head of

the troops employed againft the Rana. The
magnificence of the emperor’s progrefs to Ajmere,
deferves a brief defcription.  When the monarchs

of Hindoftan take the field, their camps are a

kind of moving cities. = That of. Jehangire, in his
prefent progrefs, was in circumference at leaft
twenty miles, - The Lefcar is divided, like a re-

gular town, into fquares, alleys, and fireets.

‘T'he royal pavilion is always eretted in the cen-

ter : no man raifes his nearer than the diftance of

a mufket-fbot around. Every man of quality,
every artificer, knows his ground, the fpace al-
lotted for him, on which fide, how far from the
emperor he mufl pitch his tent. The pavilions

of the great officers of the courtare, ata diftance,
known by their fplendor; at band, by marks
which diftinguifh the various ranks of the owners.

The thops and apartments of tradefmen are alfo
known by rule; and no man is for a moment at

a lofs how to fupply his wants. 'The Lefcar, from

a rifing ground, furnifhes one of the molt agree-

able profpelts in the world. Starting up, m a

few hours, in an uninhabited plain, it raifes the

idea of a city built by enchantment: and fills the

© mind
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mind with delightful wonder and furprize. Even
thofe who leave their houfes in cities, to follow
the prince in his progrefs, are frequently [o charm-
ed with the Lefcar, when fituated in a beautiful
and convenient place, that they cannot prevail
with themfelves to remove. To prevent this in-
convenience to the court, the emperor, after fuf-
ficient time is allowed to the tradefmen to follow,
orders them to be burnt out of their tents.

Though the emperor, at his departure from
Agra, declared that he was to command in per-
fon his army in the Decan, that fervice was ac-
tually deftined for Sultan Churrum, his third
fon. That prince left Ajmere on the twentieth
of Zicada. He was more fuccefsful than his bro«
ther. Having fuperfeded Mohabet, he entered
the mountains without hefitation. The enemy
was feized with a panic, and fled before him.
He made himfelf malter of Brampour, the capital
of the Rana’s dominions, with little oppofition.
Several fkirmithes were Jought; but no decifive
battle. The Rana fued for peace. His fon Kin-
wiar Kirren came, with magnificent prefents to
the prince. Churrum received him with appa-
rent kindnefs and great diftinGtion. The Rana
himfelf, encouraged by Churrum’s reception of
his fon, came unexpeledly into the prefence.
He threw himfelf at the feet of Churrum, who
very courteoufly raifed him, took him in his arms,
and obliged him to fit on his right hand,

'The Rana opened the conference, by excufing
his own behaviour, the outrages committed by
his people : and he extolled the clemency of the
prince, who, though fuperior in the field, was
willing to grant an equitable peace. Churrum
knew that the blame of the war did not relt on
the Hindoos. He therefore replied, That excufes
on the fide of the Rana were unneceflfary; that

it
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it was the duty of every prince to exert the power
placed in his bands, in defence of his fubjects and
dominions; but as war had Been kindled, and
the fortune of the Mahommedans had prevailed,
he thought it his duty to ufe his fuccefs with mo-
deration ; and that he was willing to put an im-
mediate end to all differences, by a folid and
lafting peace.  The Rana confented to pay a tri-
bute to the family of Timur. Some difficulties
arofe about the fum: the decifion was left to Je-
hangire. To finith the treaty, as well as to be
an hoftage for the Rana’s faith, Kinwar Kirren,
that prince’s fon, was difpatched to' the Imperial
prefence.  Jehangire, at the time, kept his court
at Ajmere, He received Kinwar with great dif-
tinttion. He prefented him with arms, jewels,
a rich drefs for himfelf, and one for each of his
principal attendants. He alfo gave to the prince
an Imperial elephant, fumptuoufly caparifoned,
and one hundred fine Perfian horfes. He created
him by patent an Omrzh of five thoufand: but
all thefe were fplendid badges of flavery ; and the
means of degradation from his former indepen-
dence and rank.  Peace was finally fettled; upon

the terms propofed by Churrum. )
The fuccefs of the expedition into the Decan,
raifed to a high pitch the reputation of Churrum.
His father’s affe@tion for him grew with his fame.
Men began to turn their eyes upon him, as the
heir-apparent of the throne. Jehangire treated
him, in his converfation, with the higheft di-
ftinGtion ; and he feemed anxious to exprefs to the
world his affetion and regard. A court was ap-
pointed for him. Eftates were fettled upon him,
for the maintenance of a body-guard of a thoufand
horfe, and fificen thoufand foot, fubje only to
his commands. Sultan Putvez, in the mean
time, declined in his father’s efteem in propor-
tion
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tion as Churrum rofe. The prince Chufero was A. D.
ftill in clofe confinement; and a fair field was S
left for the ambition of Churrum. 4
During the tranfa&ions in the Decan, a ridi- _
culous whim rofe in the emperor’s mind. He ;;;L‘};;‘};f
ordered his ears to be bored ; and then he hung ror.
them with large pearls, An edi® was iffued to
forbid the court to all nobles who fhould not do
the fame. 'He, in the mean time, diftributed a
vait quantity of pearls and jewels among the no-
bility, to induce them to pay obedience to the
edi&t. Many, however, were refrattory. Ear-
rings are the badge of flavery among the Indians ;
and the Mahommedans, though fubje& to defpot-
ifm, wifhed to avoid the appearance of being
flaves. Jchangire himfelf gives a ridiculous rea-
fon for this innovation in drefs. In his memoirs
of the firft twelve years of his reign, he excufes
the introduttion of ear-rings, from a motive of
religion, to the fuperftitions of which, he was by
no means often fubjet. His father Akbar, it
was pretended, Dy the merit of a pilgrimage to
Ajmere, to the learned and religious Chaja Moin-
ul-dien, had been blefled with children.” Jehan-
gire was the firlt fruits of  this piece of devotion :
and he faid, in the preamble to his edi&, that
he, who was brought into being by the prayers
- of Chaja, could do no lefs than become his flave,
and wear the marks of fervitude. His reafons
appeared fo abfurd and fuperftitious, that fome
of the nobles taxed him with favouring idolatry.
The effeminate cuftom was, however, introduced
by the weight of the Imperial authority; and it
ftill remains a blot on Jehangire’s memory, and
a lafting mark of the weaknefs of his mind.
On the twentieth of Mohirrim of the 1024, Difgrace
Sultan Churrum returned to court, covered wich 9f Chan

s g . . Azim, and
aurels.  He was received by Jehangire with death of

marks i,

1023,
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marks of the higheft efteem and affe@®ion, whick
the artful prince converted to means favourable
to his fchemes of ambition, and to gratify his
paflion for revenge. Chan Azim, already men-
;1011cd as the punclpal abettor of __Chufero’s rebel~
lion, was accufed by Churrum of intended treafon.
He bad long been excluded from the councils of
ftate ; and though his gevernment of Malava had
been continued to bim, it was more from a fear of
his influence, than from a refpe& to his charafter
and perfon., Habituated to the high office of vifiery
in the reign of Akbar, he could not brock his

want of power. He f{poke incautioufly of go-
vernment ; and it is {aid, that be atually medi-

tated to render himfeif mdependent of the em-
pire in his own province of Malava. e was
feized before his fchemes were ripe for execuuon,
carried to Gualidr, and imprifoned in that im-
pres:mbic fortrefs. R'IJa Man Singh, the next
great adherent of prinee Chufero, died in the
coutle of the fame year, in his government of
Bengal.  He was chief of the Rajaput princes.
His honour was great, his reputation high. In
the wars of Akbar he fignalized himlelf upon
many occafions. lle was very inltrumental in
the conquelt of Bengal ; the government of which,
as a reward for his fervices, he retained to his
death. His fon Bao Singh fueceeded him in his
fubafhip; being raifed by the emperor to the rank
of an Omrzh of five thoufand horfe, by the title
of Mirza Rajagi.

When Sultan Churrum carried all things before
him in the lmperial prefence, his elderbrother
Purvez refided with all the pomp of royalty at
Brampour, as governor of the dominion and pro-
vince of Candeifh. Chan Chanan, in fome mea-
fure reflored to favour, remained with Purvez,
and managed, under him, the affairs of the pro-

vince. In the end of Lhe autumn of the 1024
of
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of the Higera, Sir Thomas Roe, the Englith Am-
baffador to the court of Agra, arrived at Bram-
pour. Politenefs and affability were natural to
Purvez. Full of honour and good-nature, his
virtues were of the milder caft: too indolent for
the fatigues of bufinefs, diflident of his own abi-
lities. He poflefled the perfonal courage of a
good foldier ; but he was deftitute of the conduft
neceflary to a great general. He followed impli-
citly the advice of others, when there was no dif~
agreement in their opinions ; when there was, he
was embarraffed, and could not decide. His ge-
nius fuited times of tranquillity ; and had he lived
to poflefs the throne, he might have rendered his
people happy, from his invariable clemency and

love of domeftic quiet. Lot
‘When the atrival of Sir Thomas at Brampour
was announced, by the proper officer, to the
prince, he fent him a polite meflage to come into
his prefence. The ambaflador obeyed ; and Pur-
vez prepared to receive him in ftate. In the
outward court of the palace, a hundred gentle-
men on horfeback formed a lane, through which
the ambaflador, condu&ed by the Cutwal, paffed.
In the inner court, the prince fat mounted in a
gallery, under a royal canopy. The nobles, ac-
cording to their rank, formed a line oa either
fide. The chief fecretary ftood on the fteps of
the throne, and conveyed, in the concifeft terms,
to the prince, whatever was addrefled to him
from below. The behaviour of Purvez was,
upon the whole, courtesus and obliging: he
pafied from the ufual ceremonies required from
ambafladors, and affe@ed to treat Sir Thomas
after the manner of his own country. A firmén
was immediately iffued, for a permiflion to an
Englifh fattory to fettle at Brampour. The prince
invited the ambaflador to a private conlerence,
to
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A.n. to thank him for his prefents; infinuating, that

'1?{;:5- he was anxious to throw off that ftate and diftance,

r024. with which be was obliged to receive him, be-

\e—~—~ fore fo great an appearance of nobles.

Tranfadi-  Jehangire, in the mean time, kept his court

e atthe at Ajmere. He feemed infane upon the article

frtlrt]n

Aimer=. Of paying honours to Chaja. He ordered a mag-
nificent palace to be built, in the neighbourhood
of Ajmere, for Hafiza Jemmal, the faint’s daugh-
ter: the holy man himfelf, from the aufterity
of his principles, not chufing, by an acceptance
of prefents, to depart from the fimplicity of life
and philofophical charaéter which had raifed his
fame. “The palace built for Jemmal was remark-
able for beauty and fitvation. Fine baths were
ere(ted over natural fountdins; and extenfive
gardens were laid out around it, with great ele-
gance and tafte. Tranquillity Drevalled over all
the empire. The motions of the army in the
Decan were rather parade than war. Luxury
prevailed in every form. The magnificence of
the favourite Sultana was beyond all bounds.
Expenfive pageants, [umptuous entertamments,
were the whole bufinefs of the'court. The voice
of mufic never ceafed by day in the ftreet; the
fky was enlightened at night. with fire-works and
nlummanons,

The Eng- -~ In the midlt of this feftivity and joy, the Eng-

Ll o lith amba flador arrived at Ajmere. He was re-

wrrives at ceived by Jehangire with the utmoft affability

g and politenels. e even prevented the ambaffa-
dor with expreflions of refpet for his mafter, and
felicitations to himfelf upon his fafe arrival at
court. The prefents given by the ambaflador
were agrecable to‘the emperor; but a fine coach’
fent by King James'pleafed him moft of all. He
even had the impatience to go into it that very
night, and to” defire the ambaffador’s fervants

; to
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to draw him around the court of the palace. A.D.
Sultan Churrum, at the time, was all-powerful ‘Ifi'gs_'
in the affairs of the ftate. To him the ambaffador  1024.
applied, as lord of Surat, to redrefs the grievances ™~
of the Englifh at that port. The prince was cour-
teous, and promifled fair ; but he was an enemy
to all Chriftians, whom he called Idolaters; and
moft of all ati enemy to the Englith. The empe-
ror’s favour for the ambaflador prevailed, in fome
meafure, over the prince’s prejudices and obfti-
nacy. In the month of January 1615, a firman
was obtained for the eftablifhment of a fattory at
Surat: But it was worded with caution, defecs
tive and circumfcribed. Sl .

In the end of the year 1024, two infurrettions Diflturb-
happened in the kingdom of Guzerat. The firlt Guzerat,
was a rebellion excited by a youth, defcended of
the ancient kings of that country: the fecond
was an extraordinary incurfion of the Coolies, a
race of robbers, who, from their defarts, infefted
the highways and cultivated country. The young
rebel afflumed the title of Bahadar Shaw. Before
he could execute any thing material he died, and
Guzerat was relieved from the threatened misfor-
tune of a civil war. Abdalla Chan was ordered,
from the Decan, againft the Coolies. He had
commanded the Imperial army againft the Ra-
na, in the intermediate fpace of time between
the recall of Mohabet and the arrival of prince
Churrum. He was [uccefsful ; but his glory was
obfcured by the fuperior reputation of the prince,
who fucceeded him. Jehangire was not infenfi-
ble of the valour and abilities of Abdalla. To
leave a fair field to his favourite fon, he removed
the general to Guzerat. The emperor departed
from his ufual humanity, in his inftrutions to
Abdalla. The Coolies were a barbarous and
cruel race of men: and Jehangire gave diretions

Vour, IIL M %o
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to extirpate the whole tribe, as enemies to the
relt of mankind. 4

Abdalla arrived with great expedition at Ahme-
dabal, the capital of Guzerat. Some chiefs
who, from the hopes of booty, and through fear,
had joined the Coolies, fubmitted to him in his
march. With five hundred felet men, the ge-
neral'left Ahmedabad ; and he made fo much ex-
pedition, that he entered the mountainous and
almoft impervious country of the Coolies, before
they bhad any intelligence of his march. The
two principal chicfs of the banditti were Eder
and Lael. ~ Abdalla fat down fuddenly before the
caftle: of Fder. That chief, not intimidated,
marched out and gave him battle. After an ob-
{tinate conflit of fome honrs, the Coolies were
obliged to fly. Eder took the way of the defart ;
and left his caftle ‘and treafure to the victor.
Laél, in the mean time, was on an excurfion of
depredation in another corner of Guzerat, He
had robbed a great caravan of all its merchan-
dize ; and it was the news of this misfortune that
diretted Abdalla to the enemy. Lacl had under
Him three thouland horfe and twelve thoufand
foot: but Abdalla had been reinforced. The
Cooli did not decline battle.  The aétion was
bloody. Victory declared for Abdalla; and the
head of La¢l, who was flain in the fight, was
placed over one of the gates of Ahmedabad.

The infurrection at Guzerat was fearce quelled,
when the Afgans, the natives of the mountains
between India and Perfia, revolted; and ifluing
from their hills, laid wafte the neighbouring
country, in the province of Cabul. Shaw Bec,
governor of Cabul, marched againft the infur-
gents.  They had the folly to come to a regular
battle with that Suba ; and they were defeated.
Shaw Bec made the belt ufe of his vitory. He

7 T A i ' purfued
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purfued the fugitives beyond Candahar; and re- A.D.

ftored his province to its former tranqguillity. ’f;';é_‘
During the refidence of Sultan Purvez in 10z

Brampour, the capital of Chandeifh, Chan Jehan, ;=2

. . g uc-

already mentioned, as an Omrah of great ‘dif- cefsin the

tin&ion, defcended from the royal family of Lodi, Pecan:

commanded the Imperial army, in fubordination

to the prince; and pufhed his expeditions into

the unconquered kingdoms of the Decan. Ma-

leck-Amber was at the head of the confederacy

againft the Imperial invafion. Nothing of con-

fequence was done by Chan Jehin, on account

of difputes between the officers of the army.

The prince Purvez was ordered to take the com-

mand in perfon. Upon his appearance at the

head of the Imperial troops, feveral chiefs fub-

mitted ; and paid the accuftomed tribute. Ma-

leck Amber ftood out alone. The Rana broke

his treaty, and appeared in arms. The danger

alarmed Jehangire.  He had a better opinion of

the military abilities of Sultan Churrum, than of

thole of Purvez, ‘T'he former was ordered to fu-

perfede the latter, which was at once reckoned

unjuflt and impolitic; as Churrum was as much

detelted by the foldiers, as Purvez was beloved.

In the month of June, one thoufand Gix hun- Sultan
dred and fixteen, according to our computation of ;‘;‘;:“’“ .
time, the prince Churrum marched from Ajmere to changed
the Decan. His father, before his departure, con- izl,sa'}i"’
ferred upon him the title of Shaw Jehan, or Kine
of THE WorLD. This name he retained even
after his acceffion to the empire ; and he was
diftinguithed by it, during the remainder of his
father’s reign; that of Churrum being, from his go-
ing upon the prefent expedition, laid for ever afide.

. The triends of the family of Timur, reprefented
to the emperor thedanger of fending the younger
to fuperfede the elder brother ; confidering the

M 2 ‘ animofities
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A. D. animofities which fubfifted between them. ¢ No
'Ifl;;' matter,” faid Jehangire, ¢ let them fight it out.
ro25.  “ The victor fhall manage the war in the Decan :
=~ ¢ the vanquifhed may return to me.” The
fpeech of a lunatic, more than that of a pru-
dent prince. Purvez, however, was of a milder
difpofition, than to pufh his refentment fo far.
He quietly refigned the command: and was fuc-
ceeded by Shaw Jehan, much againft the inclina-
tion of the army.
Forces the. Shaw Jehdn having carried from Ajmere a
he Detc great reinforcement, upon his arrival, fet the ar-
toa peace. ;my in motion toward the ememy. The princes
of the Decan were intimidated; and they were
divided among themfelves. They retreated at
Shaw Jehian’s approach, and fent ambafladors to
fue for peace. Shaw Jehan, glad of an opportu-
nity of eclipfing Sultan Purvez, received their
fubmiffion upon eafy terms. Maleck Amber,
again deferted, had the refolution not to accede
to the pacification. Shaw Jehin, anxious to re-
turn with his laurels to court, left the war fuf-
pended by a partial truce, rather than finifhed by
a folid peace. On the ‘eleventh of Shawal, of
the one thoufand and twenty-fixth of the Higera,
he arrived in the prefence ; accompanied by the
princes who had fubmitted to his arms. Their
refpective tributes were foon fettled, and they were
permitted to return.

Caufe of The fuccefs of this expedition was by no means
the former the effet of Shaw Jehdn’s prudent and refolute
cefs. conduct. The way to a pacification had been

paved before he left Ajmere. The emperor, juftly
aftonifhed at the fmall progrefs of his arms in the
Decan, enquired minutely into the caufe, Chan
Chanan, who managed every thing under Sultan
Purvez, was fecretly in the pay of the enemy.
He clogged every meafure ; and rendered every

: expedition
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expedition of no effe®. He long endeavoured, a. p,
by his friends at court, to prevent the removal of s
Purvez. The emperor had taken his refolution, sy,
Shaw Jehan was deftined for the command of the \———~
army ; and Chan Chanan, to deprive him of the
honour of a viftory over an enemy, who had ap-
parently refifted all his own and his pupil’s efforts,
perfuaded the confederates to fue for peace, in
the Imperial prefence ; without alleging their fear
of Shaw Jehdn as anyways conducive to their of-
fers of pacification. ~The emperor, however,
would not receive their fubmiffion, but through
the hands of the prince ; anxious to raife the con-
fequence of his favourite fon in the eyes of his
fubjeéts.

in the month of December of the year one Theem-
thoufand fix hundred and fixteen, according to the P77 ™
Chriftian zra, the emperor, with all the accuf- from
tomed magnificence of his march, left Ajmere, Aimere
His profefled defign was to approach nearer to
his army on the frontiers, to give them {pirit with
his prefence.  After a tedious journey, he arrived
at Mando, in the province of Malava ; and took
up his refidence in that city. He did one very
popular action on his march. Paffing by the place
where his fon Chufero was confined, he ordered
his coach * to ftop at the gate. The prince, by
his commands, was brought before him. His
chains were ftruck off ; and he was placed upon
one of the Imperial elephants. The people were
overjoyed at the releafe of Chufero. His affability,
and the beauty of his perfon, recommended him
to the vulgar; and they loved him on account of
his misfortunes. Many caufes concurred to make
she emperor adopt this meafure, He was in-
formed, that fome friends of Shaw Jehin were

# The fame that was fent him as a prefent by our James I.

plotting
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plotting againft the life of Chufero. The minif-
ter, Alaph Jah, the favourite Sultana’s brother,
had alfo bebaved rudely to the unfortunate prince,
and betrayed {ympioms of difiike and revenge.
Shaw Jehan was probably at the bottom of all.
His [riends, without his permiflion, would fcarce
have attempted the life of his brother ; and he
had been lately married to the daughter of Afaph
Jah. The emperor was enraged at their wicked-
nefs and prefumption; and, by an aé of power,
fruftrated, for the time, their defigns.

The power of Noor-Mahil over the emperor’s
affections, had not in the leaft abated. She, for the
moft part, ruled over him withabfolute fway: fome-
times his {pirit broke forth beyond her controul.
Her brother’s alliance with Shaw Jehin, kept her
in the interelt of that prince : and her averfion to
Chuferoand Purvez was equal toher regard for him.

- An ediét was iflued to change her name from Noor-

Tranfac-
tiens at
court {]n_
Hing its re-
fidence at

Mando,

Mahil into that of Noor- Jehan, or the LicHT or
THE WorLD. - To dillinguifh her from the other
wives of the emperor, fhe was always addrefled by
the title of Smame, or Emprefs: Her name
was joined with that of the emperor, on the cur-
rent coin. . She was the fpring which moved the
great machine of the flate. Her family took
rank immediately after the princes of the blood.
"They were admitted, at all hours, into the prefence;
nor were they excluded from the moft fecret
apartments of the feraglio. By her influence,
Chan Azim, the late vifier, was releafed from
his confinement’in Gualiir, and admitted into
coutt. :
It was after Jehangire’s arrival at Mando, that
the affairs of the Decan were fettled. The Eng-,
lith ambaffador remained flill at court. The af

fability and good-nature of Jehangire did not,

for fome ' time, overbalance Shaw JehAn’s aver-
fion
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" fion to the Englith nation. An incident at Surat
was magnified into an infult upon the Imperial
power, by the'prince and -his party. The am-
baflador, however, removed the emperor’s jea-
loufy : and he had the addrefs to gain, at laft, the
favour of the prince, the mlmﬂcr, and the em-
prefs 5 and obtained the privileges of trade, which
were the ob]e& of his embafly. An ambaflador
from Perfia was not fo fuccéfsful: he was re-
ceived with little ceremony, atid difinifled with a
coolnefs little fhort of contempt. He came to
negociate a loan ar the court of Agra; and Je-
hangire wasin po huniour to give any of hismo-
ney away. ‘Ihe emperor even defcended into
meannefs, on the occation. "The Perfian had been
ferved in all neceffdries from ‘court, A bill was
ordéred to be fent him, when he announced his
defign of departing. He was obliged to pay the
laft farthing; but the prefents which he had brought
for the emperor were valued ~and. deducted trom
the fum demanded.

The emperor, having fcttled the affairs of the
Decan, and fpent at Mando feyenteen months,
in hunting and other rural amui‘ements marched,
with his Lefcar, orgreat camp, into the kmgdcm
of Guzerat.” 'In the Jatter end of the Autumn of
the one thoufand and twenty-i’eventh of the Hige-
ra, hearrived at Ahmedabad, the capital of Gu-
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zerat.” He took, from' that city, the route of -

Cambait ; where he had ordered fhips and magni-
ficent barges to ‘be ready for him, to take hisamufe-
ment on the ocean, w1Lh all h:s court. ‘He was
foon tired of the agitation of the veflels on the
waves 3 and returned to Ahmedabad, on the fe-
cond of Ramzan, of the year one thoufand and
twenty-feven.  He did not long remain at Ahme-
dabad. He took the route of Agra, and arrived
in'that capital afier an ablence of near five years.
Soon
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A.D. Soon after the court returned to Agra, the
’1-?:3 good old vifier, Acftemad-ul-Dowla, the emperor’s
voz5. father-in-law, gave up a life, which, on account
\———~ of his many virtues, had become dear to the peo-
Death and ole.  Bred up in the fchool of Adverfity, Acte-
of the vi- mid-ul-Dowla had learped to fubdue his paffions,
£ to liften to the diftates of Reafon, to feel
fo the misfortunes of mankind. Having raifed
himfelf from fervitude to authority, from indi-

gence to honour and wealth, he knew the duties

of everyftation. He was not lefs converfant with

the world in praflice, ‘than he was from his ex-

tenfive reading and the well-weighed reflettions

of his own mind. An ceconomift in every thing,

but in charity, he was only covetous of wealth to

relieve the needy and the poor. He chafe rather

to maintain the dignity of his rank by the num.

ber of his friends, than by that of domeftics, fol-
lowers, and flaves. The people loved him as a
father, but feared him as a father too ; for he
tempered feverity with moderation, and lenity

with the rigour of the laws. The empire flou-

rifhed under his wife adminiftration. No evil but

luxury prevailed. That weed takes root in prof-
perity 5 and, perhaps, can never be eradicated

from fo rich a foil.—The emprefs was inconfola-

ble for the death of her father. She propofed, at

once, as a proof of her affection and magnificence,

to perpetuate his memory in a monument of folid

filver. The imperial archite@ foon convinced

her, thata metal o precious would not be the

moft lafting means of tranfmitting the vifier’s

fame to polterity. ¢ All ages,” faid he, ¢ are

*¢ full of avarice ; and even the empire of the

¢ houfe of Timur, like all fublunary things, is

¢ fubjeét to revolution and change.””” She dropt

her purpofe; and a magnificent fabric of {tone

ftill retains, in Agra, the name of A&temad-ul-

Dowla,
JEHAN-
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_ Difpofition of the court—~Expedition to Sewalic—The
emperor in Cafbmire—Difturbances in the Decan
— Prince Chufero murdered— Rebellion of Shaw
Fehin—He is repulfed at Agra—Defeated  at
Delpi—Pur/fued by bis brother Purvex— Defeat-
ed at the Nirbidda—He reduces Orixa, Bengal
and Bebor—He marches toward ihe capital—To-
tally defeated by Purvez— Beficges Brampour—
Ingreat diftrefs—His fubmiffion—Candabar lof? ta
the empire, . ‘

TH E death of the old vifier produced no alterati- A.D.
on in the affairs of the courtof Agra. Habituated, o
under his father, to public bufinefs, Afiph Jah was e,
a&ive in his high department ; and Jehangire him- =~
felf had acquired a confiderable degree of expe- el

: AC( : 8 PE- tion of the
rience and knowledge, in the palt years of his reign, court.
"The favourite Sultana was not in the mean time

idle. She even attended to tranfactions in which

her own paflions were not immediately concerned ;

and often gave feafonable advice to her confort.

She had fuch an afcendancy over the emperor’s

mind, that he feldom durft attempt any material
meafure without her concurrence. She difpofed

of the higheft offices at pleafure ; and the great-

eft honours were conferred at her nod. Afiph

was attentive to his filter’s humours. He knew

the pride and haughtinefs of her difpofition ; and
he
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he forgot the equality which nature gives to a
brother in a profound refpe for the emprefs.

Toward the clofe of the year, the Raja Bicker-
majit was [ent, with a confiderable force, to the
mountains of Sewalic, to the north-caft of the
Ganges. In the numerous vallies which interfect
that immenfe ridge of hills, many tribes lived,
under their native princes, who had never been
fubdued by the arms of the followers of Mahom-
med. Safe in their inacceflible retreats; they of-
ten iffued out, in a dépredatory manner, trom
their faltneffes, and harafled, with incurfions,
the northern provinces. Bickermajlt, alter hav-
ing encountered with great difficulties, .penetrated
into the heart of their country, and fat down be-
fore the fort of Eangurra, which was fituated
upon a rocky mountain, and thought impregna-
ble. Tt fell foon inte his hands; but the reduc-
tion of all the tribes was not finifhed till the clofe
of the fucceeding year. Twenty-two petty princes
agreed to pay a certain tribute; and they fent
ho{lages to. Agra, as iecurltles for their futurc
obedience.

The eleventh of ?icada was rendered remark-
able by the birth of a fon ta the prince Shaw Je-
han, by Sultana Kudfia, the daughter of Afiph
Jah. Jehangire, who, from his affetion to his
fon, was highly pleafed with this increafe in his
falmly, called the infant AuruNGZEBE, or’the
Ornament of the Throne.—To aveid the ap-
proaching heat of the feafon, the emperor refolved
to remove his court to  the dehghtful country of

Caflimire.: Shaw lchm accompamcd his father
in his progrefs. ‘They entéred the mountains of
Sewalic, in’ their way, and vifited the fort of
Eangurra, which had fome time before furren-
dered 1o B ickermant. Jehangire, in a pretended
zcal for religion, ordered all the images of- the

gods
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gods of the Hindoos, which were found in a tem-
ple within the fortre(s, to be broken to pieces;
and he aflifted in confecrating the place for the
worthip of God, after the manner preferibed in
the Coran.

In his progrefs to Cafhmire, the emperor was
met by Chan Alum, from his embafly to the
court of Perfia. ~ Jehangire. after refleting upon
the conteviptuous treatment which he had given
to the Perfian ambaflador, had refolved to remove
any coldnefs which might arife on that account,
between the two empires. He, for that purpofe,
had ‘difpatched Chan Alum, with magnificent
prefents to Shaw ' Abas of Perfia. This noble-
man was received with every mark of refpect.
The treaties between the two crowns were re-
newed and confirmed; and the Perfian loaded
him with rich prefents, accompanying them with
a letter of friendihip to Jehangire; without men-
tioning the injurious reception of his own minil-
ter at the Indian court,

Jehangire, fond of making progrefles through
his extenfive dominions, made, this year, great
additions to the convenience of travelling. Con-
fiderable fums were iffued from the treafury, for
mending the great roads of the empire. Wells
were dug at the end of every two miles; and a
building for the reception of wayfarers, was
erefted near ‘each well. This improvement be-
gan’ on the road to Cafthmire, where Jehangire
arrived in the beginning of the year 1029. He
was highly pleafed with that moft beautiful pro-
vinee.  The principal valley of swhich it confifts,
being much more elevated than the plains of In-
dia, is cool and pleafant in the hotteft feafon of
the year.  Aprofound tranquillity reigning over
all the empire, Jehangire remained many months
in:Cafhmire.  He went daily to the chace; and

wandered,

br
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A D. wandered, after a variety of rural pleafures, over
‘2o« the face of that charming and flourifhing country.
1029. He did not return to Lahore, till the month of
¢~ Mohirrim of the year that fucceeded his arrival at
.  Cafhmire.

Difturb- The emperor had fcarce arrived at Lahore,
the Decan, When he received advices, that the princes of the
Decan, who had engaged to pay a certain tribute,
had driven away, by force, the deputies who had
been fent to receive it. The refraCtory tributa-
ries backed this violent meafure with an army of
fixty thoufand horfe. They encamped at Balla-
pour. The chiefs of the confederates were Nizam-
ul-Mulue, Adil Chan, and Cuttub. They were
defcended of the Mahommedan princes, who, at
the fall of the Patan empire, had afflumed the

{tate and independence of princes in the Decan.
thawJe- . Jehangire, “upon receiving this intelligence,
guell the _ immediately difpatched Shaw Jehin to Agra.
infurgente. He gave him a commiflion to command the Im-
perial army ftationed in and near that city. The
prince did not continue long at Agra. He
marched, on the twentieth of Siffer, toward
Brampour. His force confifted of forty thoufand
horfe. Abdul Huffein, an experienced officer,
was his fecond in command. Letters came to
the prince, on his march, from the Imperial go-
vernor of Mando, that a confiderable detachment
of the enemy had croffed the Nirbidda, and were
laying wafte the country, Abdul Huffein was
immediately detached againft them, with five
thoufand horfe. That general came up with the
plunderers, defeated them, flew many on the
ipot, and purfued the fugitives to the hills. The

prince himfelf continued his route to Brampour.
Theretels  Chan Chanan, who commanded at Brampour,
reduced:  was in a manner befieged in that city by the
enemy. They had traverfed the provinces of
Berar
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Berdr and Chandeifh; and fpread their devaftati- A.b.

ons to the gates of Brampour. The Imperialifts 1922

recovered their fpirit, upon the prince’s arrival 1oz,

with an army; and the hopes of the infurgents =~

began to vanith. Some petty Rajas, who had

joined the confederates, took the firlt opportunity

of throwing themfelves at the feet of Shaw Jehan.

They were pardoned, but obliged to pay the ar-

rear of their tribute, which amounted to fifty lacks.

The Mahommedan princes, being deferted by

the Hindoo Rajas, their troops mutinied, and

diflentions rofe in their councils, They feparated

in difguft and defpair, each to his own territory.

Shaw Jehdn divided his army into five parts, and

followed the rebels. In the fpace of a few months,

without any confiderable action, he reduced the

infurgents to their former obedience; forcing

them to pay the arrears of their tribute, which

was now fettled at the annual fum of fifty-five

lacks of roupees. .
When Shaw Jehin had received orders from his Chufers

father to quell the difturbances in the Decan, he delivered

5 4 into the
requefted that his brother, the unfortunate prince hands of

Chufero, might be put into his hands. He had often $hav Je-
made the fame requeft before, but to no effe@.
Jehangire jultly doubted his fincerity, when he pro-
fefled, that it was a regard for a brother thatinduced
him to wifh to have Chufero in his pofleflion. He
knew the ambition of Shaw Jehdn: he ftill had

an affeétion for Chufero.  Afiph Jah, even the fa-
vourite Sultana had gone into the views of Shaw
Jehin; but the emperor remained long inflexi-
ble. Shaw Jehan, for fome time, feemed to drop

his defigns. He, in the mean time, grew daily

in his father’s efteem ; and Chulero declined in
proportion as his brother rofe. When the alarm-

ing news from the Decan arrived at Lahore, the
emperor’s hopes refted all on Shaw Jehin, The

artful
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A.D. artful prince, in the critical moment, renewed
Wi, his requeflt, with regard to Chufero, and he was
1030.  deiivered into his hands.
' Though Noor-Mahil had been formerly in the
The Sul—intereft of Shaw Jeban, fhe had lately many rea-
,ilj{. hie fons to alter her opinion concerning that prince.
defigns.  Her penetrating eye had pierced the veil which
he had drawn over his defigns. She faw the great
lines of ambition, and an unrelenting perfeverance
in purfuit of power, in all his conduét. She com-
municated her fufpicions to Jehangire: fhe told
him, that Shaw Jehin mult be curbed; that he
manifeftly afpired to thethrone; that all his ac-
tions tended to gain popularity ; that his apparent
virtues were hypocrify, and not the offspring of
a2 generous and honeft mind ; and that he waited
but for a convenient opportunity to throw off the
mafk of deceitful duty and feigned allegiance.
The emperor was convinced; but it was too
late. Chufero was already in the hands of Shaw
Jehan; and the latter was at the head of an army.
Silence now was prudence; and a melancholy
anxiety {ucceeded to condefcending weaknefs.
Crh(a:r_aetef Chufero, though popular on account of the
fero. 7 beauty of his perfon, and his misfortunes, was a
prince of a haughty difpofition. He was govern-
ed by furious pafions. His mind wasin a per-
petual agitation, without pointing to any end.
_He was now volatile and cheerful ; now dark
and fullen. He often laughed at misfortunes ;
he was often enraged at trifles; and his whole
conduct betrayed every mark of an infanity of
mind. His judgment was little: his memory
weak. He always preferred the laft advice, hav-
ing no power of mind to diftinguith propriety,
no retention to make juft comparifons. His de-
figns were therefore often ill-founded ; his actions
irrefolute and undecifive, and they always termi&
: nate
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nated in difgrace and ruin. Yet he had fome. A. D.
thing about him that commanded refpe in the ;_‘fi;‘_'
midit of his infirmities, Nobody could look at ioz.
his conduét without difguflt; none obferved hig “—v—
manner or faw his perfon without regard and a

kind of efteem. Had he not been foured by
misfortunes, he was naturally of a generous and
tender dilpofition ; but adverfity ftopping up the
current of his mind, threw it out of its channel,

and he, at lalt, became indifferent concerning

his own fate. ,

Shaw Jehan, for fome time, affeCted to treat geicagur
the unfortunate Chufero with attention and re- finated.
{pect. But this was a delufive gleam before a
ftorm. His defigns were not yet ripe for execu-
tion. To remove Chufero would be to no pur-
pofe, till other obftacles to his own ambition
were removed.” Fortune favoured his defigns.
His {uccefs in the Decan raifed his reputation ;
the plunder of the enemy furnifthed the means of
gaining for him the army. They exprefled their
inviolable attachment to his perfon and views.
He threw off the mafk at once. He difregarded
the mandates of the court of Agra; and to com-
plete his crimes, he ordered the unfortunate Chu-
fero to be aflaffinated by rufhians, under the walls
of Azere. Heaflumed, foon after, the Imperial
titles; laying the foundation of his throne in a
brother’s blood. , Manner of

Though all mankind were convinced, that Dis death-
Shaw Jehin was acceffary to the murder
of Chufero, he had taken previous meafures
to conceal the intended crime. When he had
quelled the infurretion in the Decan, he became
apparently melancholy, and pretended to fall into
a difeafe. His friends were full of anxiety. One
only was in the lecret ; and he began to infinu-
ate, that the prince had received intelligence, that
Jehangire had determined to raife Chulero to the

throne.
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throne. He expatiated upon the uncertain fate
of Shaw Jehidn; and upon the doubtfulnefs of
their own fortune, as conneéted with that prince.

“—~—~ One Raja Bandor, a notorious villain, underftood

The em-
peror en-
raged at

the mur-

der.

Apology
for Shaw
Jehan,

the meaning of Shaw Jehén’s friend. In hopes
of a reward, he went at midnight to the tent of
Chufero, and pretending a meflage from the em-
peror, he was admitted by the attendants of the
prince, without fufpicion. He found him faft
afleep, and ftabbed him to the heart. The fa-
vourite wife of Chufero, the daughter of the vifier
Chan Azem, came to her hufband’s tent in the
morning. She found him cold in his blood ; fhe
filled the camp and the neighbouring city of Azere
with her cries. She ran about diftraéted, and
called down the vengeance of God upon the mur-
derers. Shaw Jehdn, who bad removed to the
country for the benefit of the air, returned upon
the news of Chufero’s death, and fhewed fuch
apparent fymptoms of grief, that he was believed,
for fome time, innocent of the murder,

The news of the death of Chufero came foon
to the emperor’s ears. Retaining flill fome af-
feftion for his unfortunate fon, he was fhocked
at the murder, and gave himfelf up togrief. He
fufpected Shaw Jehdn, but common fame had not
yet fixed the crime on that prince. Jehangire
wrote a public letter to him and his principal of- -
ficers, fignifying that he was determined to make
a {tri& and fevere enquiry concerning the affal-
{ination ; and that he would punifh the murder-
ers with the utmoft rigour. He ordered the body
to be dug up from the grave and examined. He
openly accufed Shaw Jehdn; who, finding him-
felf difcovered, tefolved to continue in his rebel-
lion.

The author of the life of Shaw Jehin, afcribes
his rebellion to the violence and ambition of the

favourite
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favourite Sultana. 'That woman, fays the writer,
finding that the health of the emperor declined,
was apprehenfive that the crown would devolve
on Shaw Jehan; who had, for fome time, beer
the determined enemy of her influence and power.
She, therefore, refolved to ruin the affairs of
that prince ; and to fix the fucceflion in the per-
fon of Shariar, the fourth fon of Jehangire, who
was mafried to her own daughter, by her former
huiband Shere Afkun.  Her abfolute dominion
over the emperor obtained credit to her afper-
fions. She actually procured a promife for an
alteration of the fucceflion : and it was the cer-
tain intelligence of this circumftance, continues
his apologilt, that drove Shaw Jehin to extremes.

Though Shaw Jehan’s defigns upon the throne
were no fecret, he did not affumeé the Imperial
titles till the twenty-feventh of the fecond Jem-
mad of the one thoufand and thirty-firlt of the
Higera. He immediately, with a numerous
army, took the route'of Delhi, where, at that
time, his father refided. The news of his march
flew before him, and reached the earsof Jehan-
ire. That monarch became anxious, irrefolute,
and perplexed ; and to complete the confufion
in his councils, advices were, at the fame time,
received, that Shaw Abas, king of Perfia, at the
head of a great force, had furprifed Candahar.
The emperor was thunderftruck at. this double
intelligence of approaching misfortune. The re-
bellious prince had the flower of the Imperial
army under his command. Jehangire, as thela(t
refort, had recourfe to policy. Inftead of arm-
ing for hisown defence, he diffembled his know-
ledge of his fon’s intentions. He wrote him afe
fettionate letters from day to day. He praifed
his former aétions. 'He commended his prefent
alacrity, in coming fo expeditioufly againft the

Vor. IIL N ’ Perfian.

67
A. D.
1621,
Hig.

B
- ‘1030.

He af-
fumes the
Fmperial
titles.



63 _THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

A.D. Perfian. Shaw Jehin was not to be flattered out of
'[fl:;: his defigns.  He faw thro’ his father’s policy, and
1031. he gradually advanced; but being overtaken by
\—— the rains, he was obliged to halt fome months at
Mando, the capital of the province of Malava.
Shaw Jebin in his march made the firft hoftile
Isrepulfed attempt upon the caftle of Agra. In that fortrefs
8% was lodged a great part of the Imperial treafure.
Upon the news of the prince’s departure from
Man<o, theemperor fent Afiph Jah, the vifier, to
tranfport.the treafure from Agrato Lahore. Eta-
bar Chan, who commanded the fortrefs, was un-
willing to rifk the treafure on the road, as the
news of Shaw Jehdn’s near approach was arrived.
The importunities of Afiph prevailed. Etabar
with a party elcorted the treafure: fome of
the enemy appeared in view. Etabar immediate-
Iy retired, with his convoy, to the caftle of Agra;
and Afiph made the beft of his way to Delhi.
Shaw Jehdn, immediately upon his arrival, order-
ed the caftle to be affaulted ; but Bickermajit,
who commanded the attack, was fo warmly re-
ceived, that he was glad to retire, with the lofs
of five hundred men. The prince, enraged at
this difappointment, delivered up to plunder fome
of the nobility’s houfes at Agra; and then took
the rout of Delhi, '
His de= The prince having advanced, formed his camp
pands o1 at Feridabad.- The city of Delhi was alarmed :
. the emperor perplexed. A letter, in the mean
time, was brought to him from his rébellious fon.
Shaw Jehan demanded, That the command of all
the Imperial troops fhould be given to him with-
out referve: that orders fhould be fent to the go-
vernors of the provinces to receive all their future
inftruGions from his hands : that permiffion {hould
be given him to receive, into his poffeflion, all
the warlike ftares; that he fhould have accefs to
the royal magazines and treafures to fupply him
with
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with every neceffary, for carrying on the war A.D.
againlt Perfia : and that the impregnable caftle ﬁfg":
of Rentimpour fhould be placed in his hands, as  1o3z.

a place of fecurity for his family, againft the ma- >
chinations of the Sultana, during his abfence in

the north, ,

Jehangire was enraged beyond meafure at pro- refufed;
pofals which, if granted, would afually dethromne .
him. His refentment and pride got the better of
his temporizing timidity. He iffued out an edi&t
declaring his fon a rebel, fthould he not difband
his army, and return to his daty, by a certain
day. Another edict confifcated all his eftates, by
recalling the grants which had been given him, for
a magnificent [ubfiftence. The eftates were con-
ferred upon Sultan Sharidr; who was, at the
fame time, invefted with a commiffion to carry on,
with the utmoft vigour, the Perfian war. Ruftum
Suffavi, an experienced and able officer, was
placed next in command to the prince in the ex-
pedition. Ruftum was himfelf a Perfian, a near
relation to Shaw Abas, and deduced his paternal
defcent from the Imperial family of Suffvi.

- The Imperial edits made no impreflion on preparati-
Shaw Jehin. The emperor flew from the pen to ons 2gaintt
the fword. The troops ftationed near the capital =
flocked to his ftandard : others joined him from

the provinces. Afiph Jah and the Sultana had
forefeen the ftorm; and the adherents of the em-

peror were on their march to Delhi, when the

rebel prince was on his route from the Decan.
Jehangire, ina few days, faw forty thoufand

horfe under his command. Scarce ten thoufand

of thefewere of the ftanding force of the empire,

{o that Shaw Jehan had ftill a manifeft fuperiority.

The river Jumna, being in the dry feafon of g endea-
the year fordable, the emperor croflfed it; and reg e
both armies arrived at Belochpoor, and remained 2::3:55?3
fome days in hourly expettations of a battle, The

N 2 prince,
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prince, in the mean time, endeavoured to excufe
his own condué, by aflirming, that he was
driven to extrentes, by theintrigues of the Sul-
tana againft his power. She carried, be faid, all
before her with the emperor ; and to throw dif-
grace upon him, perfuaded Jehangire to order
him to the Perfian war, without the neceflary
{fupplies of money and warlike ftores. He, there-
fore, alleged, that his demands had been made
in fo peremptory 2 manner, merely becaufe he
did not confider his father as a free agent, fwayed
and commanded as he was by the pernicious coun-
fels of a vindi&tive and ambitious woman. Thefle
allegations leflened his crime in the eyes of the fu-
perficial ; and tended to ftrengthen in his army,
the attachment to his intereft, which he had pur-
chafed with donations. :

The emperor was impatient to come to ation
with his fon. ~ Afiph Jah, the vifier, oppofed this
mealure, by affirming that it was imprudent to
rifque all, with a fmall force, while reinforce-
ments were daily expeéted. The emperor {ufpect-
ed his fidelity ; and he had fome reafon. Afiph
was faid to have provided againft all events, by
keeping up a correfpondence with Shaw Jehan.
His enemies affirmed, that it was his advice which
haftened the prince from the Decan; though this
agrees but little with the preparations which
Afiph had made againft Shaw Jehdn from fore-
feeing his rebellion. Jehangire, however, be-
lieved his minifter guilty. He gave himfelf up
to rage and defpair.

In the heat of his imagination upon the occa-
fion, he fell afleep in his tent. He dreamed that
he faw a pole fixed in the ground, before the Im-
perial palace. On the top of the pole, which
almoft reached the fkies, a meteor feemed to
play, and to lighten the whole world with its

fplendor.
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fplendor. An elephant came from the weft and  A.D.
overturned the pole. The meteor fell and ex- ’}ffg’
pired on the ground, leaving the whole earth in = 1osz.
profound darknefs. Jehangire ftarted from his >
bed. Naturally fuperftitious, he forefaw fome
coming evil in his dream. Tle related it, in the
morning, to his Omrahs. None ventured to in.
terpret it; and when they ftood in filence in the
prelence, a courler arrived, with advice that Mo-
hibet Chan, with all the forces of Punjab, was at

the diftance of a few miles from the Imperial
camp, This fudden and unexpeéted reinforce-
ment diffufed an univerfal joy. The emperor
cried out, That his dream was interpreted. Mo-
hibet joined the army in the evening; and pri-

vate orders were immediately iflued to the officers

to prepare for aftion by the dawn of day.

The Imperial army was in motion while yet it He pre-

was dark; and Shaw Jehdn, apprized of their P,
march, did not decline to engage. He advanced
apace. The two armies caine in fight of each
other oppofite to Tuglick-abad. The Imperialifts
were commanded in chief by Afiph Jah, the
vifier, who was pofted in the center. Mohabet
Chan had charge of the right wing; Nawafis
Chan, of the left. Abdalla commanded the ad-
vanced guards, confifting of three thoufand horfe.
The Emperor himfelf ftood behind the center;
and to encourage the generals, fent to each fome
prefents, as a mark of his confidence and
favour.

Some of the rebel lords, who thought they Thea&tion
were giving good advice to Shaw Jehdn, pre- DeBins.
vailed upon him not to expofe his perfon in the
field. He retired to a fmall diftance; and Raja
Bickermajit marfhalled his troops in order of
battle. The Raja placed himfelf in the center:

Raja Bim¢é commanded the right, Darab Chan
: the
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the left wing. T'he ation was begun by the ad-
vanced guards on both fides, * Thofe of Shuw Je-
hin were defeated, at the firlt onfet, by a ftrange
accident. Abdalla, who eommanded the ad-
vanced guard of the Imperialifts, fpurring on his
hotle among the enemy, with a few officers in
the fecret, joined the rebels. His troops, mif-
taking their commander’s perfidy for valour,
rufhed forward to fupport him; and having en-
gaged the enemy hand to hand, drove them back
upon their own line.

_Afiph Jah took immediate advantage of the
confufion occafioned by the flight of Shaw Je-
han’s advanced guard. He preffed forward with
the center of the Imperialits; and came to a&ion
with Raja Bickermajit. The fhock was violent,
and the battle continued obftinate for fome time.
Both the commanders exerted themfelves to the
utmoft. At length the fortune of Afiph prevailed.
Raja Bickermajit fell, pierced through the head
with an arrow. The center of the rebels imme-
diately fled ; and, at that inftant, MohAibet drove
the left wing from the field. Raja Bimé, in the
mean time, preffed hard upon Nawafis Chan,
who commanded the right wing of the Impe-
rialifts. The duft was fo great, that the contend-
ing armies were involved in darknefs. They felt
for each other with their fwords. Nawafis was
driven from the field. Many of his officers were
killed, and fome taken prifoners. Raja Bimé,
imagining he was returning after a complete vic-
tory, fell in with the troops of Afiph Jah. They
mixed undiftinguithed with each other. Slaugh-
ter and confufion reigned. Wounds were in-
flicted at random. Chance governed all. Every
individual confidered himfelf as in the midft of
ten thoufand foes.# The armies retreated to their
camps. The ficld was left to the dead,

Both
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Both parties, at firft, claimed the honour of A.D.
the victory, but the confequences declared it to 1523
belong to Jehangire. Though both the emperor 103,
and Shaw Jehan had been kept out of the line at b By
the beginning of the aion, by the affiduity of finees
their friends, when the battle became hot, they
mixed with their refpetive armies. Bickermajit,
obferving the emperor, prefled forward to feize
him; butin the attempt was flain. The fpirit
of the rebels fell with their leader. Shaw Jehin
prefented himfelf to the runaways in vain. Nei-
ther threats nor promifes would do. A panic
had feized them; and though the prince cried
aloud, That be himfelf, as good and as brave an
officer as Bickermajit, was alive, they liftened
not as they pafled, and foon fled beyond the power
of hearing,

Shaw Jehén became almoft diftracted with his during the

misfortunes. He refolved ferioufly to prevent b;‘me"
future mifery and diftrefs, by an immediate death.
His adherents, howeyer, prevailed upon him to re-
treat. He fled to the mountains of Mewat; his
army falling off as he fled. Jehangire was the more
aftonifhed at his good fortune, the more it was
unexpe@ted. When the news of Abdalla’s trea-
chery was brought him, he had given all over
for loft. He diftrufted Afiph Jah; and he fent a
meflenger to recal him from the front, when that
minifter was upon the point of engaging the
enemy. Fortunately for the emperor, the mef-
fenger did not come up to the vifier till the affair
was decided. The latter obeyed Jehangire, and
brought him the news of viétory.

The battle was fcarce decided, when Sultan Sulcan
Purvez, .in confequence of his father’s orders, trvez
arrived from Allahabad, in the Imperial camp. camp.

Jehangire received him with an excefs of joy.
TheiviCory over his rebellious fon had elevated
his
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.p. his fpirits, and dlfﬁpated all his fears. He fent
1523 his feraglio before him to Agra; and raifed Pur-
fé,';‘z vez, under the tLthlOl’l of Mohabet, to the com-

‘>~ mand of the army. Shaw Jehdn, in the mean
time, with a few adherents, purfued his way to
the Decan; and Purvez was ordered to follow
him with a confiderable "force. ' The " fugitive
prince ftopt with bis adherents, to refreth them-
{elves at the river Geniva. Purvez, in the mean
time, came up; a cannonade enfued, and the
Imperialifts having forced their paﬁ'age, Shaw
Jehin retreated with precipitation.”

Affairs in * We muft, for a moment, lofe fight of the

the Decan. nrince, in the’- misforrunds 'ef! 1Ri - adherents
The emperor in his extreme affeétion for Shaw
Jehan, had, while yet he remained in his duty,
{ubmitted to his government an extenfive divi-
fion of the empire, confifting of feveral provinces.
In that number was the rich kingdom of Guze-
rat. Bickermajit, who was {flain in the a&ion
near Delhi, had been governor of that province ;
and when he joined the prince in his ' expedition
againft his father, Suffvi Chan was' left' in the
fuperintendency of Guzerat. Abdalla, ‘whofe
perfidy, in deferting his fovereign in the late
battle, we have already mentioned, was rewarded,
by the prince, for his treachery, with the go-
vernment vacant by the death of Bickermajit.
Unwilling to leave the prince in his diftrefs, Ab-
dalla difpatches his friend Offader Chan to com-
mand, in the mean time, in that province. Of-
fader arriving with a fmall force, at Ahmedabad,
the capital, difplaced Suffvi Chan, the Imperial
governor. Suffvi fled "to Hankfi. " He wrote
from thence to Nafir, the governor of Patan.
Underftanding that Suffvi ‘was-no ftranger to the
march of Sultan Dawir Buxih the fon of Chufe-
5, under the tuition of his maternal grandfather

Chan



re

JoOE EFTATTN UE R B 75

Chan Azem,- to command for the emperor in A.D.
Guzerat, Nafir blamed him for his flight. "Heg ’éfg
met Suffvi, with a force at Caperbeniz. l"hey" 1032,
refolved to march to Ahmedabad : and fetting for- N~
ward in the evening, they arrived next morning

under the walls of the city. Dividing their forces

into three bodies; each body attackeda gate.

The elephants broke them open: the Imperialifts
entered, and Offader was{eized. '

Slmw Jehan, after the rencounter at the River Shaw Ja-
Geniva, fled to Mando, the capital of Malava, {1“;;‘;3‘::
News was brought tohim in that city, that Guze- ed in Gu-
rat was loft; He was much affefted ; but Ab-“*™"
dalla made light of the matter. That Omrah
marched toward Ahmedabad with feven thoufand
horfe.” When he arrived at Waflet, he found
Suftvi, now the Imperial Suba, ready unexpe&edly
to receive him.  This lord, finding that prince
Dawir Buxth and Chan Azem had lagged on their
march, provided himfelf withan army. He pofted
his force's about twelve miles from Ahmedabad.
Abdalla endeavoured to turn his rear. He was pre-
vented by the vigilance of Suffvi; and be, there-
fore, refolved to come to battle, Durldmg his
army into three columns, he advanced, in that
order, uponthe enemy. Nafir Chan fupported
Suffvi, with his courage and condu&. The bat-
tle was obftinate. Many officers of rank fell on
the fide of Abdalla. He was routed with great
flaughter. Hefled 1o Surat. The country peo-
ple cut off the greateft part of the fhattered re-
mains of his followers in their retreat. He foon
after, with a few troops, betook himfelf to Bram-
pour.

The prmce Purvez and Mohibet, after the af Purvezde-
fair at the river Geniva, returned to 'the Emperor, jthanat |
who was encamped under the walls of Fattépour. g Nir-
The difturbances in Guzerat convinced Jehan- >

glre,
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gire, that the flames of civil war could be only
extinguithed by the total ruin of Shaw Jehan.
He, therefore, ordered Purvez and Mohabet at,
the head of the Rajaputs, in the Imperial pay,
to purfue the rebel and to take him alive. Shaw
Jehan left Mando, with a refolution to try his
fortune in a battle. He pafled the river Nirbid-
da and threw up works to defend the ford. He
was, by this time, reduced to great diftrefs. His
adherents gradually deferted him. He became
tired of hoftilities which promifed no fuccefs.
He fent to his brother Purvez, for very moderate
terms. Purvez, by the advice of Mohabet,
amufed him with hopes, without coming to any de-
termined point. The ufual precautions were ne-
gle@ted on the fide of Shaw Jehdn ; and Mohabet,
who watched an opportunity, crofled the river
and furprized him in his camp. He was defeated
with great flaughter.

Shaw Jehin fled from the field, through Gol-
conda; and then took the route of Orixa, to
Bengal. 'The governor of Orixa, Ahmed Beg,
fled on the prince’s approach. That province
was given to Kulli Chan, one of Shaw Jehan’s
adherents ; whilft he himfelf advanced to Burd-
wan, and took poffeflion of that diftriét. He did
not continue long at Burdwan. Ibrahim, go-
vernor of Bengal, had colle@ted all his forces to
Raja Mahil, to oppofe the unexpetted invafion ;
and Shaw Jehan marched toward the place.

When the prince had arrived within a few miles
of Raja Méhil, the Suba abandoned that fortrefs
as untenable. He retreated, in gocd order, to
the fort of Tellia-Gurri; which had been built
to defend the pafs between the mountains and the
Ganges. In the fort were a number of Euro-
peans. He ftrengthened them with a reinforce-
ment of his beft troops; whilft he encamped his

army
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army on the oppofite bank of the river. Shaw Aa.D.
Jehan, upon his arrival, invefted the fort of Teld® i
lia-Gurri. He made little impreflion ; the Euro- 053,
peans being excellent gunners and engineers, “——~
He attempted to crofs, but was repulfled, having

but a few boats. A neighbouring Raja, how-

ever, provided the prince with a fleet of boats ;

and in thefe he tranfported two thoufand horfe.
Ibrahim, finding that he was to be attacked in

his camp, crofled the river in his turn. He drew

up in order of battle, againft the prince ; but in

the action his troops were defeated and he him-

felf flain. Bengal fell, with the Suba, from the
cmpire. Rumi, the chief engineer of Shaw Je-

han, in the mean time, found means to carry a

mine, under the fort of Tellia-Gurri, and blew
up-about twenty yards of the rampire. The

place was taken by affault, and the garrifon put

to-the fword. TG !

Shaw Jehin, after this great and unexpeed Faiey

fuccefs attending his arms, marched to Dacca, "
where Ibrahim, the late Suba, had depofited his
own and the Imperial treafure. . He no fooner
appeared before Dacca, than it furrendered.
Yorty lacks of roupees were found in fpecie, be-
fides jewels, much fpoil, and warlike ftores.
Dacca was the laft place in Bengal, that held out
for the emperor. The Rajas, the hereditary go-
vernors of diftri&s, and all thofe who held
eftates of the crown, crowded ‘into the court of
the prince ; and with prefents and proffers of
allegiance, endeavoured to fecure their pofleflions.
The whole kingdom received a new fovereign ;
and Darab, the fon of Chan Chanan, was railed
to the high office of Suba under Shaw Jehan.

The ambition of the prince was not to be con- and Behar.
fined to Bengal. He turned his eyes upon the
adjomning province of Behar, He fcarce had per-
= ' mitted
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mitted his army to breathe after the conqueft of
sDacca, before he led them in to Behdr. Muchlis
" Chan, the Imperial governor of that _province,
fled to Allahabad, at the approach of the prince.
The gates of Pama, the capital, were left opento
receive him. He kept his court in the Suba’s pa-
lace. The Zemindars crowded, from all quar-
ters, into the city, made their fubmiffion, and,
with prefents, obtained his favour. But what
was of greater confequence to the prince, Mu-
barick, governor of the impregnable fort of
Rhotas, which had never been taken by force,
came and prefented to him the keys. Shaw Je-
han was exceedingly re_]omed at this piece of
good fortune. He had now a place of fecurity
for his family ; and he found his mind, as alle-
viated from care, fitter to encounter the_ dangers
of the field and the viciffitudes of fortune,

"The prince having reftored the civil govern-
menf of Behdr, which had been ruined by his
invafion, raifed Nafir Chan to the office of Suba.
He himfelf took again the field. He divided

‘his army into three parts. The firft he placed

under the command of Abdalla, who had been
lately fo unfortunate in Guzerat. He ordered

‘that officer to proceed to Allahabad, with his di-

Purvez ad-
vances to-
ward him.

vifion; fo drive away the Suba of Behér from
t}*ence and to take poffeflion of the place. Deria
Chan was placed, by the prince, over the fecond
divifion. That general was ordered to reduce
the country round Jionpour. The third divifion
Shaw Jehin, in perfon, commanded. He ‘ad-
vanced, by very flow marches to Benaris, hearing
complamts, deciding caufes, and fettlmg the go-
vernment of the country, as he went.

Fortune hitherto favoured the arms of the re-
bellious prince. Purvez with Mohibet Chan had

purfued the fugitives, from the affair at the Nir-
bidda,
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bidda, into the heart of Golconda. At Hydra- & b,
bad they gave over the purluit ; and began to 6.
employ themfelves in refettling the affairs of the" o535
Decan, which the rebellion of Shaw Jehin had \———~
very much deranged. The news of the lofs of -
the eaftern provinces alarmed Mohibet: Even
Jehangire, who pafled his time in voluptuoufnefs,
with his favourite Noor-Mahil, was rouzed from
his lethargy. He difpatched exprefs after exprefs
to Purvez. The march of Shaw Jehin toward
the capital, determined Mohabet to endeavour
to intercept him on his way. He marched with
Purvez through Malava and Behar. He crofled
the Jumna at Calpé, and the Gangeg;at Babere:
The Imperial army came up with Deria, who
commanded one of the three divifions of the re-
bels, at Manicpour. He was inftantly defeated ;
and he fell back to Beniris. Abdalla, at the
fame time, evacuated Allahabad, and joined Shaw
Jehan. A council of war was cailed Their de-
liberation was fhort. = They refolved to give im-
mediate battle to Purvez and Mohabet.

The refolution was fcarce taken, when the Im- Preparati-
perialifts appeared in fighf. No.time was to be {05/ =
loft. Shaw Jehian drew up his army on the banks
of a brook called Tonith. Abdalla commanded
the right wing ; Nafir Chan the left ; the prince
himfelf took his polt in the center. The ad-
vanced guards were commanded by Raja Bime :
and the whole field was marfhalled by Sujait
Chan, who was at the head of the relerve in
the rear. The artillery, under the direction of
Rumi, was drawn up in one place before the
center, inftead of being difpofed properly along
the line. The army of the rebels exceeded forty
thoufand horfe: the Imperialifts were more in
number.

Moah zbet, in the mean time, was not idle. Thearmy
He formed in order of battle the army of Prince lihsah“
urvez.
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Purvez. His fuperiority, in point of numbers;
enabled him to out-flank the enemy. The parti-
culars of his difpofition are not related.—The
a&ion was begun by the artillery on the fide of

- Shaw Jehin. But more than a thoufand fhot

totally de-
feated.

were expended before one took place: the enemy
being yet at too great a diftance, Mohabet
would not permit his artillery to play, dll he
was fure of doing execution. The cannonade
continued near an hour. Some of Rumi’s guns
were difmounted, his men were driven trom
others. Shaw Jehin immediately ordered his
advanced guard to charge a body of the Impe-
rialifts, who were coming forward, with hafty
ftrides, to feize his artillery, The two advanced
parties fought with great bravery, Thofe of
Shaw Jehdn at length gave ground. Raja Bime,
who commanded them, preferred death to flight.
He ftood, with a few gallant friends, and was cut
to pieces. :

Mohabet, obferving the defeat of the enemy’s
advanced guard, came forward brifkly, with his
whole line; and fell, with great fury, on the
center, where Shaw Jehin commanded in per-
{fon. The fhock was violent, but did not laft.
"The prince was driven back from his guns, which
were feized by Mohabet. Sujait Chan, who
commanded the referve of the rebels, threw him-
felf into the interval left by Shaw Jehan’s retreat.
He fought, for fome time, with great bravery,
and furnithed the prince with an opportunity of
rallying his broken fquadrons. But Sujait was,
in his turn, defeated ; and dtiven back in great
confufion. Shaw Jeh4n advanced to the charge :
but advice was brought him, that Nafir was
defeated on the left ; and that fome of the enemy,
who had paffed his flanks,; were feen advancing in
his rear.

The
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The defperate fituation of the prince fuggefted
to him a defperate refolution. He advanced as if
he heard not the mefienger. and plunged into

31

A D.
1624.
Hig

1033,

the thickeft of the enemy. He was followed by ="
five hundred horfe. This fmall body, devoting His brave-
themfelves to death with their leader, were irre-

fiftible. They effe@ted more by defpair than the
whole army had done by courage. Mohabet
received a check, when helealt expettedit. He
began to retreat: but Shaw Jehdn was not pro-
perly fupported. His officers confidered the bat-
tle as loft, and refufed to advance. Abdalla,
who had hitherto maintained his ground on the
right, received a meffage from the prince. He
returned for anfwer, that all hopes of victory
were gone, and that the beft retreat they could
make, was now the only thing left them by
fortune. The prince. was enraged. e refolved
to die. His companions, {eizing his horfe by the
reing, forced him from the field. He fled not,
but he was carried to the fort of Rhotas. "The
rich plunder of his camp faved him from being
purfued.
Sultan Purvez and Mohibet, having flopt for
a few days to refreth their army, after the fa-
tigues of a long march and an obftinate battle,
took the route of Bengal. Shaw Jehan left his
family in the fortrefs of Rhotas. He colleCted
the remains of his defeated army. He marched
to Patna, and prepared to defend that city. He,
however, evacuated the place at the approach of
his brother. He fled through Bengal. Purvez
was clofe at his heels. Shaw Jehdn took the
route of the Decan, by the way of Cuttack.
Bengal, Behir and Orixa fell into the bands
of Purvez. That prince and Mohabet fpent
fome time in refettling the government of the
three provinces ; and when the current of regula-
tien

He flies
toward the
Decan.
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A: D, tion and law was reftored to its ancient channel,
125 they marched after Shaw Jehin into the Decan;
1034.~ by the northern road. ‘
S~~~ Though Shaw Jehan’s affairs were, to all ap-
Defieges  pearance, ruined, he found refources in his- own
Brampotr- 3 Qive mind. During the time that Purvez and
Mohabet remained in the recovered provinces, he
found means to attach to his party the Raja of
Ambere, By the junétion of the Raja’s forces,
he found himfelf in a condition to fit down be-
fore the city of Brampour.” He had reduced it
to great diltrefs, when the Imperial army, under
Purvez and Mohabet, arrived on the banks of
the Nirbidda. He had not a force fufficient to op-
pofe them : he Traifed the fiege, and took thelter
in the mountains of Ballagat, In his retreat he
made an attempt on the caftle of Haffer. This
1s a ftrong fortrefs on the frontiers of Chandeifh.
It flands upon the top of # mountain: it has
fprings of water, and of good foil a fufficiency to
roaintain with its produce four thoufand men. ~ As
all accefs to the fortrefs is impraéticable, he
might have waited there for the change which
time might make in his fortunes. Be was re-
pulfed. _ LR
Mis affairs T'his latter piece of bad fuccefs completed the
raned- ruin of his.party. Hisnobles firlt deferted him ;
and they were followed by the private foldiers.
A thoufand horfe only remained. His fpirits
funk within him ; his misfortunes opprefled him ;
his guilt and folly were always prefent to his
mind. Sicknels was added to his othef niiferies.
He was bunted, like a wild beaft, from place to
place. All mankind were his epemies ; and he
was their foe. Where he thought he could not
overcome, he fled : he {pread devaftation through
places where he could prevail. He was, how-
ever, tired of rapine ; worn down by contentiog
an
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and hoftility. e wrote letters of compunétion A.D.
to his father. He enlarged on his own guilt; ﬁfgs
he even added, if poffible, to his own wretched- 1o33.
nefs and misfortune. Jehangire was often full of
affeCtion ; he was always weak. He was fhocked
at the miferable condition of a fon, whom he
once had loved.- His tears fell upon the part of
Shaw Jehan’s letter which mentioned guilt; and
his crimes vanifhed from memory. .
In the midft of this returning foftnefs, Jehan- He is par-
gire was not altogether void of pohcy, He wrote doned:
to his fon; that if he would give orders to the
governors of Rhotas, of Azere, and other places,
which were ftill held out in his name, to deliver
up their forts ; and fend his three fons, Dara,
Aurungzebe, and Murdd, to court, and at the
fame time accompany them, he would be forgiven
for his paft crimes: Shaw Jehin embraced the
offer with joy. He delivered up the forts; he
fent his children to Agra. He, however, found vari-
ous pretences for not appearing in petfon at court.
He alleged that ‘he was athamed to fee a father
whom he had fo much injured ; but he was a&tually
afraid of the machinations of the favourite Sul-
tana. He made excurfions, under a pretence of
pleafure, through all parts of the empire, attend-
ed by five hundred horfe. He was fometimes
heard of at Ajmere, fometimes at Tata on the
Indus; and again, in the Decan. Ff‘lﬂfﬂ{}f
In the rebellion of Shaw Jehin, we Ioft fight empive.
of the Perfian invafion, under Shaw Abas. The
fovereigns of Perfia had long laid claim to the
city of Candahar. They endeavoured often to
obtain it by negocmtlon, and often by force.
They bad failed in the fir{t ; and they were not
fuccefsful in the latter, till the civil diftractions
of India furnifhed them with an undifturbed op-
portunity of befieging the piace. When the
Vou. IIL. O Perfian
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Perfian invafion, happened, Candahar was but
flightly garrifoned. The place, however, held
out with vigour, till Shaw Abbas appeared be-
fore it in perfon. It furrendered to that monarch ;
and the news of the misfortune met Ruftum Suf-
favi at Lahore, as he was on his march to relieve
the befieged. The Perfians, after the capture of
Candahar, retreated; and Jehangire, having oc-
cafion for all his troops to quell domeftic difturb-
ances, fat filently down with the lofs.

Shaw Abas had fcarce retreated, when the
Ufbeck Tartars, encouraged by his fuccefs and
the civil diffentions in Hindoftan, invaded the
province of Ghizni, and took feveral fmall forts.
When the news of this invafion arrived at court,
Chana-zad, the fon of Mohabet, was fent from
Cafhmire, with fome troops, to oppofe the invaders.
This young officer attacked them with vigour on
all occafions, and, in general, with great fuccefs.
They were, at length, after an obftinate and
bloody war, which continued nine months,
driven out of the empire. The conqueror pur-
fued the fugitives, and laid walte a part of their
country.

JEH AN-
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Mobabet in favour—Accufed of intended treafon—
Ordered to court— Machinations of bis enemies—
Indignities offered him—He refolves to_feize the
emperor—He takes bim in bis tent— Defeats the
wifier—Condemns the Sultana to death—But par-
dons her—Gouerns the empire— Attacked by the
citizens of Cabul—bhe lays down his power—
Obliged to fly—Sent againft Shaw Febin—Death
of prince Purvez—His  charatter—Death of
Chan Chanan.

THE valour and abilities of Mohabet, in con-
duling the war againft Shaw Jehan, raifed fenti-
ments of gratitude in the brealt of Jehangire.
His fon, Channa Zid, had been lately gratified
with the government of Cabul ; and others, his
relations and friends, were advanced to lucrative
and honourable employments.  The great victory
near Benaris confirmed the emperor’s high opinion
of Mohéabet, and the news of that important
event filled him with exceflive joy. His grateful
feelings for his general rofein proportion to the
decreafe of his fears for his throne. Thefe {enti-
ments, however, did not long continue. Mo-
habet had a great many enemies: his fovereign
had but little firmnefs. The abilities of the

el 9 A former

A. D
1625,
Hig.
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Mochabet
in high fa-
vour.
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A. ». former had raifed envy; and nature had given to
1925 the latter a difpofition too eafy and pliant, to be
to1s,  proof againft mifreprefentation. To explain the
‘w—— caufes of an event which almoft transferred the
empire from the houfe of Timur to other hands,
we mult lock back to fome circumfitances prior to
this period.

Accufedof  Chan Chanan, mentioned as the tutor of Pur-
intended  yez, in his government of Candeith, had, through
fome difgult, attached himfelf to the fortunes of
Shaw Jehan, when that prince fucceeded his bro-
ther in the command of the Imperial army in the
Decan. It was by that lord’s advice, that he
cut off Chufero: by his advice he rebelled againft
his father. He accompanied the prince in his
expedition to Agra and Delhi; and, though he
took no part in thefatigues of the field, he ruled
-in the cabinet. When the affairs of Shaw Jehan be-
came defperate, after his retreat to the Decan, he
advifedhim to fue for apardon, through his brother
Purvez, to whofe temper ‘and charaler he could
have been no ftranger. When he arrived in the
Imperial camp, he found no difpofition in Mohé-
‘bet to relinquifh by terms, the advantages which
had been obtained by the fword. Having failed
in_his endeavours for the prince, he applied
for himfelf. Mohabet was fhocked at this reite-
ration of treachery; and he perfuad.d Purvez
to throw him and his family inte prifon. 'The
Jatter were fent, under an ‘efcort, to Agra; he
himfelf was detained, in clofe confinement, in
the camp, and his eflate was confifeated by an

Iniperial edict. b2
The After the decifive battle near Benaris, the pro-
ﬁ::";i‘uf’f vince of Bengal, ‘which 'had been reduced by
favion.  Shaw Tehan, fell at once into the hands of the
conquerors, Purvéz, who had a commiflion
from his father to govern the caftern  provinces,
conferred
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conferred the fubafhip of Bengal upon Mohabet, A, p.
who fent his fon Channa Zad, lately arrived in 1625
the army, to manage his government in his jo:5
own abfence. Dara, the fon of Chan Chanan,\=——~
had been made fuba of Bengal, by Shaw J<han.

That young lord was feized by the people, and
delivered into the hands of Channa Zad, as foon

as he arrived at the capital of the province. He
immediately fent Dara to his father ; who, having
informed the emperor of that circumitance, re-
ceived orders to put him to death, asan obitinate
rebel. Mohéabet obeyed, and fent the unfortunate

{uba’s head to Agra. ’

Chan Chanan, though confined in the camp of His ene-
Purvez, found means, by letters, to infinuate )=
himfelf into the good gracesof the Sultana, and
her brother the vifier. The two laft had been
long the enemies of Mohabet; and the former
imputed the death of his fon to that Jord, and
was refolved to revenge the injury. He wrote to
the Sultana : he fent letters to Afiph. He in-
formed them that MohAbet was forming defigns
to raife Purvez to the throne. This was carried
to the emperor’s ears. He ordered Chan Chanan
to be releafed : and that Omrah, who remained
with Purvez, accufed Mohibet, by letters to the
emperor, of intended treafon. :

Jehangire, naturally fufpicious, was alarmed. The em-
The fpirit of jealouly and diftruft took pofleflion [}70"
of his mind. He forgot the fervices of Mohdbet
in his own fears. He ordered him to court ; and
raifed Chan Jehin Lodi from the government of
Guzerat to the command of the army under
Purvez. Mohaibet, before the emperor’s orders
arrived, had fet out with Purvez, for Bengal.

He had been guilty of a neglect, which gave
colour to the accufations of his enemies. The
elephants taken in battle are Imperial property.

ele
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A.D. Thefe he had retained, together with the prefents
1625 which® his fon Channa Zad had received in re-
vo3¢. fettling the province. A fecond peremptory order
———~ was fent to him. He was acquainted, that he
was appointed to the fubafhip of Punjib; but

that the emperor deprived him of Lahore, which

had been ufually annexed to that government.

He was thunderftruck at the fudden change in

the emperor’s mind. He refolved to obey. He

went to take his leave of Purvez. The prince

was cold and ftately; and feemed to forget his

friend in the difpleafure of his father. i
Mobabet  Senfible of his own abilities, confcious of his
manded to honour, elevated by his reputation in war, Mo-
court.  habet was difgufted, beyond meafure, at this re-
turn for his fervices. ' He refolved to retire to his

caftle of Rintimpour: but an order arrived to de-

liver that fortrefs into the hands of one of the Sul-

tana’s creatures. This latter circumitance con-

firmed what his friends at court'had written to

him before, that his life was in danger, fhould

he truft himfelf in the Imperial prefence. He

wrote to Jehangire. He exprefled his aftonifh-

ment at his difpleafure. He declared his perfect
confidence in the honour of his princes but he
exprefled his well-grounded diftrult of his advifers.

The letter produced nothing but an order for his
immediate appearance at court. To refufe was

to rebel.  He wrote again to the emperor. I

will,” fays he, "¢ ferve my fovereign with my life

againft his enemies, but I will not expole it to the

malice of bis friends. = Afflure me of fafety, and

I will clear myfelf in the prefence.” Jehangire,

upon receiving this letter, was enraged. He dil-
patched a courier, with his laft commands for

his appearance. He at length refolved to obey.

Five thoufand Rajaputs, in the Imperial pay,

from an affeCtion f]or their general, offered i‘lii:n

LORE S0 o & : By their
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their fervice to condu& him to court.—— A.D.
Efcorted by thefe, he took the rout of Lahore, 1%
where the emperor, at the time, refided. Y
On the eighteenth of April 1626, Jehangire v~/
fet out from Lahore toward Cabul. News was He Qbeys:

broughtto the Imperial camp that Mohabet had
fent before him the elephants taken at the battle

of Beniris; and that he himfelf followed, with .

aretinue of five thoufand Rajaputs. The Sulta-
na and the vifier were ftruck with a double ter-
ror. They were afraid of a reconciliation : they

were afraid of his force. They perfuaded the -

emperor not to admit him into the camp. When,
therefore, he arrived near the tents, he was'or-
dered to ftop, till he accounted for the revenues
of Bengai, and the plunder taken at the battle
of Beniris. Mohabet was enraged: he dil-
patched his fon-in-law to the emperor, to com-
plain of an indignity fo unworthy of his fidelity
and fervices, He could not have chofen a worfe
meflenger, The emperor had been much offend-
ed with MohAbet, for giving his' daughter in mar-
riage without his confent; and he had refolved
to be revenged. 'When, therefore, the young
lord alighted from his elephant in the Imperial
fquare, he was fuddenly feized ; he was ftript of
his clothes, covered with rags, baftinadoed, and
fent out of the camp riding backward on a forry
jade, amid the fhouts of the whole army. /

The intelligence of this grofs affront came to His mef-

7 2 . fenger
Mohibet, before the difhonoured youth appeared. geoboly

He bore it with feeming patience. He was fhock- atfronted.

ed at the weaknefs of the emperor, which had
yielded fo much to the malice of a vindi&tive wo-
inan. He feparated, by degrees, his retinue
from the camp. He found he could not truft
himfelf in the hands of his enemies; and he took
at once a bold refolution, The emperor was on
e ' his
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A.D. his march to Cabul, and he refolved to watch his
’Sf: motions. He hovered, during the night, round
1035.  the fkirts of the camp ; and the morning prefented

S a favourable opportunity for the execution of his

fcheme. _
He fur- When Mohibet arrived, the Imperial army lay
f;‘);*;r;*f encamped on the banks of, the Behat or Gelum,

inhis tent, at the end of the bridge, on the high-road which
led to Cabul. The advanced guard began to
move over the bridge in the morning, and was
gradually. followed by the other troops. The em-
peror remained in the old camp, He was not in
an enemy’s country, and he ufed no precautions.
When the greateft part of the army had paffed,
Mohabet fuddenly advanced with his faithful Ra-
japuts, He feized the bridge, and fet it on fire;
leaving two thoufand of his men under the com-
mand of his fon, to defend the flames, and to
ftop the return of the enemy. Having made this
difpofition, he rode with great fpeed to the Impe-
rial fquare. He was firlt obferved by the officers
of the houfehold, pafling by the haram in fecm-
ing diforder. His countenance was pale, but de-
termined. They were alarmed; and he rufhed
forward to the emperor’s tent.

The writer of the Acbal Namma, who was then
lord of the wardrobe, fufpe@ting that Mohabet
meant to affaffinate the emperor, drew his fword,
and followed him with great fpeed. The Omrahs
in waiting did the fame. When they had ad-
vanced to the Imperial tent, they found Mohabet
furrounded by five hundred Rajaputs on foot,
ftanding at the door, with fwords by their fides
and pikes in their hands. The lords were imme-
diately feized and difarmed. 7The emperor, hear-
ing the noife and confufion without, cut his way
through the fcreens, and entered the bathing-tent,
which was behind his fleeping apartment. hl\go-

- abet

takes him
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habet alighted and entered ; not finding the em- A.D.
peror, he prefled forward with forty Rajaputs, 1626
to the bathing-tent. Some of the Imperial guards i
{ftood at the door. The officer who commanded
them, {ternly alked Mohabet, Why he prefumed
to intrude on the emperor’s privacy ¥ He anfwered
him, by putting his hand upon his {word and
frowning upon him, with a determined counte-
nance. A panic feized the guards. They made
way for him to pafs. In the outer apartment of
the bathing-tent, ftood many ©Omrahs of high
rank. (They drew their f{words; but the Raja-
puts furrounding them, they thought proper to
deliver up their arms.

The news of this infult was carried to the em- prifoner.
peror by fome of the women who attended him
in the inner tent. He feized his fword, and was
about to affault Mohabet, when he faw his guards
and nobles difarmed. He dropt his point; and
faid, “ What doft thou mean, Mohabet Chan ?*’
Mohabet touching the ground and then his fore-
head with his bhand, thus replied: ¢ Forced by
the machinations of my enemies, who plot againit
my life, I throw myfelf under the proteftion of
my fovereign.”—* You are fafe,’—anfwered
the emperor; ¢ but what would thefe, who
ftand armed bebind you?”’—‘ They want full
fecurity,” rejoined Mohabet, ¢ for me and my
¢ family; and without it, they will not retire.”
¢ —[ underftand you,” faid Jehangire: °° name
your terms, and they fhall be granted. But you
do me an injuftice, Mohabet; I did not plot
againft your life. I knew your fervices, though
I was offended at your feeming difobedience to
my commands. Be aflured of my protection :
I fhall forget the conduét which neceflity has im-
pofed vpon you.”

Mohabet,
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A B, Mohabet, without naming his conditions, ob-
ferved to the emperor, that it was now time to
1035, take his daily amufement of hunting. Without
=~ waiting for a reply, he ordered his own horfe to
and car-  be brought. Jebangire declined mounting him:
rlesbim  prohaber feemed not to liften, ¢ Then, Moha-
bet Chan,” faid the emperor, ¢ if ftill I have a
horfe of my own, I will mount him.”” One was
brought him. ‘They rode flowly away together,
furrounded by the Rajaputs. When they had ad-
vanced beyvond the fkirts of the camp, Mohabet
obferved to the emperor, That it would be pru-
dent for him to mount an elephant, to avoid any
accident that might happen in the confufion
which was likely to enfue. Jehangire had now
no will of his own. He mounted the elephant;
and three Rajaputs, under a pretence of defend-

. ing him, mounted by his fide.
wobisown The emperor had fearce placed himfelf on the
cxp-  elephant, “when Muckirrib® Chan, one of the
officers of ftate, prefling through the Rajaputs,
climbed up the elepbant’s fide, and fat down by
his fovereign. He was threatened by the Raja-
puts. e was obftinate, and would not ftir.
Ore flightly cut him on the forehead with his
fabre ; but he was not to be moved. They had
now proceeded near a mile from the camp, when
fome of the officers of the houfehold, mounted
upon elephants, came up, and placed them{elves
on the read before the emperor. Mohabet or-
dered them to clear the way: they refufed, and
were cut to pieces. He then continued his ' rout,
without further obftinétion, to his own camp.
The emperor was brought to his tent: and all
fpe€tators being removed, Mohabet explained
himfelf to him, protefting, that he had formed
10 defigns nenlﬁcr againft his life nor his power.
€ But,"
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¢ But,” concluded he fternly, 1 am deter- A.D.
mined to be fafe.” ¢ 4 E
Afiph, the vifier, had crofled the bridge in the 103<

morning with the Imperial army. The Sulrana, =~
- when Mohabet was bufy in fecuring the perfon Cursoff
of the emperor, made her efcape to her brother. i
He confidered, that nothing was done, fo long

as that haughty woman remained out of his power.

He refolved to profecute his plan, with the fame
refolute boldnefs with which it was begun. He
returned with the emperor to his former camp,

‘on the bank of the Gelum., Sujait Chan, an
Omrah of high reputation, had arrived that in-

ftant to join the Imperial army. . He knew the

- fituation of affairs; and loudly inveighed, in-the
prefence of the Rajaputs, againft Mohabet. “That

lord was at once enraged and alarmed. He or-

dered his troops to fall upon Sujait and his reti-

nue, and every man of them was put fto the
fword. The other Omrahs, who had hitherto
hovered round, ftruck with the fate of Sujait,

fled acrofs the river, and 'joined the Imperial
army. , N ,
Noor-Jehan was the meflenger of the difafter, The vifier
which befel the emperor, to her brother Afiph. L
He immediately called the Omrahs together : refcue the
and the Sultana vehemently accufed thofe who e
had been left with Jehangire, of negligence and
cowardice. A debate arofe about the beft me-

thod of refcuing their fovereign out of the hands

of Mohabet. The meafure was full of peril; but

it mult be taken. They agreed to aflemble their

forces by the dawn of next morning; and to en-
deavour to repafs the river againft the rebel. The
emperor was apprized of their intentions. He

began to fear for his life. Repeated meflages

were fent to the vifier to defift from his purpofe;
but that minifter did not think himfelf obliged to

=43 ' obey
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obey the commands of an imprifoned monarch,
who was under the influence of the man who had
feized his perfon.

“——~  Afiph begun his march with day. When he
pa-beg y

But is de-
feated

with great
flaughter,

came to the bridge, he found it burnt down.
He relolved to ford the river; but the water was
fo deep, that many were drowned. Thofe who
gained the fusther fhore, had to fight the enemy
at a manifeflt difadvantage. They were cut off
as faft as they afcended the bank. A fucceflion
of vittims came to the fwords of the Rajaputs.
'The adtion continued for fome hours. The rear -
of the Imperialifts prefling into the river, pre-
vented the front from retreating, The Sultana
was not a tame fpectator on the occafion. Mount-
ed on an elephant, fhe plunged into the ftream
with her daughter by her fide. The young lady
was wounded in the arm: but her mother preffed
forward. Three of her elephant drivers were
fucceflively killed ; and the elephant received three
wounds on the trunk. Noor-Jehan, in the mean
time, emptied fout quivers of arrows on the
enemy. ‘The Rajaputs prefled into the fiream to
feize her ; but the mafter of her houfchold, mount-
ing the elephant, turned him away, and carried
her out of the river, notwithftanding her threats
and commands.

Whilft thefe things happen in the river, Fidai
Chan and Abul Haflen, with fome other gallant
nobles, forming a fquadron of gentlemen in the
rear of the Imperialifts, plunged into the river,
and gained the oppofite fhore. The fhock be.
tween them and the Rajaputs was violent. 'The
latter gave way, and fled toward the tents of the
prince Shariar, where the emperor remained un.
der a guard, They ftopt, and the a&ion became
bloody. The arrows and fhot piercing through
the tents, the emperor was in imminent danger :

but
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but Muchlis Chan, who ftood near him, covered a.np.
him with fhields. In the mean time, Mohabet 'i‘ﬁ-
re-eftablithed the ranks of the fugitives behind m‘;;
the tents. He rurned them, and fell upon the “——~~
flank of the Imperialifts. Vifier Bec, Arttalla,

and feveral gallant lords, were killed : Fidai was
covered with wounds. The fpirit of his followers
began to fink. Mobhibet prefled hard upon them ;

and at length they fled. The field was covered

with dead bodies; and a complete victory re-
mained to the Rajaputs.

The runaways, gaining the oppofite fide of the and taken
river, found their troops diminifhed and com- prioner
pletely ruined. They gave up all thoughts of
farther refiftance: each fled to his own home.

The army, in the fpace of a few hours, was dif-
fipated. Afiph fled to his eftate; and fhat him-
felf up, with five hundred men, in the caftle of
New Rhotas, on the Attoc.  The Sultana found
means to efcape to Lahore. Mohéibet difpatched
a meflenger to Afiph, with affurances of fafety,
fhould he return to the camp. The vifier would
not trult himfelf in his hands. Meer Berwir, the
fon of Mohabet, with a detachment befieged the
fort of Rhotas. Afiph was foon reduced to dif- The Sul-
trefs ; and, on the arrival of Mohibet before the tara feis-
place, that lord, with his fon Abu Talib, fur- "
rendered at difcretion. Noor-Jehin had fcarce
returned to Lahore, when fhe received letters
from the emperor. He acquainted her, that he
was treated with refpe@ by Mohabet; and that
matters were amicably fettled between them. He
conjured her, therefore, as fhe regarded his
peace and fafety, to lay afide all thoughts of hoi-
tile preparations. He concluded, with command-
ing her to follow him to Cabul, whither, of his
own free choice, he then direfted his march.
Noor-Jchan did not long hefitate. She fct{ out
rom
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A.D. from Lahore, and foon came up with ber lord.
"_??gﬁ' When fhe afrived, troops were fent out by Mo-
wic, habet; by way of- doing her honour. But they
s~~~ were her keepers, and not her guards. They
furrounded her tept, and watched all her mo-
~ 1ioms. |

Condemn. Mohabet, who carried every thing before him
ed to in the prefence, accufed her publicly of treafon.
death.  Yie affirmed, that fhe had confpired againft the
emperor, by eftranging from him the hearts of
his fubje@s: that the moft cruel and unwarrant-
able a&ions had been done, by her capricious or-
ders, in every corner of the empire: that her
baughtinefs was the fource of public calamities,
her malignity the ruin of many individuals: that
fhe had even extended her views to the empire,
by favouring the fucceffion of Shariar to the
‘throne, under whofe feeble adminiftration fhe
hoped to govern India at pleafure. He therefore
infifted that a public example fhould be made of
fo wicked a woman ; as a fign to mankind, that
crimes in the moft exalted perfons ought to meet
with no more favour, than iniquities in the mean
and low. ¢ You, who are emperor of the Mo-
guls!” faid Mohabet, addrefling himfelf to Jehan-
gire, ¢ whom we look upon as fomething more
than human, ought to follow the example of

God, who has no relpe& for perfons.”
savedat . Jehangire was 100 well acquainted with his
of the em-fituation to contradiét Mohabet. He owned the
peror. uftice of the accufation, and he figned a warrant
for her death. Being excluded from his prefence,
her charms had lofl their irrefiltible influence over
him ; and when his paflions did not thwart the
natural bias of his mind, he was always juft.
The dreadful meffage was delivered to the Sultana.
She heard ‘it without emotion. ¢ Imprifoned
fovereigns,” faid the, ¢ lofe their right to life
with
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with their freedom ; but permit me for once to A.D.
fee the emperor, and to bathe with my tears the %:%
hand that has fixed the feal to the warrant of (815,
death.”” She was brought before her huiband, "
in the prefence of Mohaber. Her beauty fhone

with additional luftre through her forrow. She
uttered not one word. Jehangire burfl into tears.

< Will you not fpare this woman, Mohabet?”

faid the emperor; “ you fee how the weeps.”’—

¢ The emperor of the Moguls,” replied Moha-

bet, ¢ fhould never afk in vain.” The guards
retired from her, at a wave of his hand ; and fhe

was reftored that inftant to her former at-
tendants.

The friends of Mohébet difapproved of his ge- March to

nerofity, and he had caufe to repent of it him- Cabul.
felf. The Sultana lived not to thank her for-
giver, but to revenge herfelf. The Imperial
camp moved to Cabul. Mohabet, without ap-
pearing to command, diretted every thing at
court. The emperor implicitly followed his ad-
vice; and he even feemed to harbour no refent-
ment againft him for the paft. He had long
known his abilities ; he was now convinced of his
integrity and generofity. Naturally fond of indo-
lence and pleafure himfelf, he could not wifh to
have left the affairs of the ftate in better hands.
The attention paid him by Mohabet, eradicated
every idea of bondage : and the weight which his
edi@s carried, from their precifion and wifdom,
reconciled his fituation to his pride, by the obe-
dience which was paid to them over all the
empire.

Six months had pafled in Cabul in an apparent D:fign: of
harmony between the monarch and his minifter, ¢ 32t .
The bufy fpirit of Noor-]Jehin was, in the mean Mohabet
time, hatching mifchief.  She concealed her
fchemes fo effetually, that they eflcaped the pene-

trating
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rntmg eyes of Mohiabet. The emperor refided
in his palace at Cabul: the minilter lay every
night in the camp of his Rajaputs, without the
walls. 'When he came one morning to pay his
refpets at court with his retinue, the citizens,

- at the infligation of the Sultana, attacked him

dsfeared;

from both ends of a2 narrow ftreet. Some, pofted
in windows on either fide, fired upon him with
mufquets. He turned back, and forced his' way
to his camp. He arrived among the Rajapurs
unburt : his followers were all either wounded
or flain. The citizens did not reft here. They
fell uponthe guards, which he had placed round
the emperor ; and put five hundred to the fword.
Mohibet, enraged at the perfidy of the Cabu-
lians, prepared to take ample revenge. He block-
ed up the city, with his army. The maflacre
within was difcontinued. Fear fucceeded to
rage. The principal inhabitants, laying the
whole blame upon the rabble, came out in the
moft fuppliant manner to Mohabet. Jehangire,
who difclaimed all knowledge of the tuvmult, in-
terceded for them ; and'the enraged minifter {pared
the city, after having punithed the moft noto-
rious ringleaders of the infurgents. He, how-
ever, declared, that he would never enter the
perfidious city "of Cabul : he gave direftions to
the s 1o quit it the next day, and, having
made the neceﬂ-ar;.r preparations, the Imperial

- camp moved in a few days toward Lahore,

Mohabet
r-—ﬁgns his
power.

On the way to Lahore, Mohéibet took a fudden
refolution to throw up bis power. He had no
intentions himfelf upon the empire; and be had
triumphed over his enemies, and ferved his
friends. He exacted, and obtained from Jehan-
gire, the moft folemn promifes of oblivion for the
palt; and he reftored that prince to all his for-

mer confequence and power. He promifed to
aflift
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affift him with his advice ; and to fhew his fince-
rity, he difmiffed the greateft part of his guards
and attendants. This condu& was noble; but
he had gone too far. to retreat. Gratitude is not
fo ftrong a paflion as revenge. The weak forget
favours ; but the haughty never forget indignities.
The Sultana kept freth in her memory her dil-
grace; fhe remembered her danger from Moha-
bet. She applied to Jehangire for his immedi-
ate death. She urged f{pecious arguments to
{trengthen her- requeft. ¢ A man,” faid the,
¢ who is fo daring as to feize the perfon of his
fovereign, 'is a dangerous fubje&t. The luftre of
royalty muft be diminifhed, continued the Sultana,
in the eyes of the people, whilft he who pulled
his prince from the throne, is permitted to
kneel beforeit with feigned allegiance.””  Jehan-
gire was fhocked at her propofal. He command-
ed her to be filent. e

She was filent, but fhe did not drop her defign.
She refolved to take off by private treachery the
man whom the failed to bring to a public death.
She contrived to place one of her eunuchs behind
the curtain, with orders to fhoot Mohébet, when
he fhould next come to pay his refpefts in the
prefence. Jehangire overheard her commands to
the flave. He acquainted Mohabet with the{nare
laid for his life ; infinuating that his power was
not fufficient to prote& him from private treache-
ry, though he was refolved to fave him from pub-
lic difgrace. MohAbet was alarmed. He efcaped
from the camp.  The army lay that day on the
banks of the Gelum, in the very fpot where
the emperor had feven months before been feized.
Mobhabet, after having the whole power of the
empire in his hands, was obliged to fly from that
very place, without afingle attendant. ~He carried

Vor. I . 4 - nothing
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nothing with him but his life: his wealth . was
left in the Imperial camp, and became the pro-
perty of Noor-Jeban. His flight had fcarce be-
come public, when an edit was iffued by the
Sultana’s procurement, to all the governors of
provinces to make diligent fearch for him. He
was declared a rebel, and a reward was put upon
his head.

Afiph difapproved of his fifter’s violence. He
knew the merit of Mohébet: he was not forget-
ful of his kindnefs to himfelf, when under his
power. He was tired, befides, of the weaknefs
of lehangire, and of the Sultana’s tyranny. He,
however, obferved a cautious filence. His power
depended upon his fifter; and fhe was haughty
as well asvinditive. Mohabet flew from place
to place. He took, at firft, the route of Tattaj '
but the unfortunate have enemies every where.
The boldnefs, which had lately raifed him to the
fummit of power, forfook himnot in his diftrefs.
He mounted his horfe ; and rode folitary near
four hundred miles, to throw himfelf into the con-
verfation of Afiph. “That minifter, at the time,
was in the Imperial camp at Karnal, on the road
between Lahore and Delhi. = Mohabet, in a mean
habit, entered thie camp when it was dark ; and
about nine o’clock placed himfelf in the paflage,
which led from the apartments of Afiph to the
Haram. The eunuch, who {tood at the door,
queitioned Moliabet. . He knew that lord by his
voice ; but he aflured him of his fidelity. Mo-
habet told him, that he withed to fpeak to his
lord on affairs of the laft moment. The vifier
came.

When Afiph faw the low condifion into which
he, who lately commanded the empire, was fallen,
he could {carce refrain from rears. e took him
- his arms : they retired ‘in filence to a fecret
place. Mohdbet, after mentioning the ingrati-

tude
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tude of Noor-Jehin, complained of the imbecility A D.
of the emperor, and plainly told the vifier, thar, ”w
low as he was reduced, he was determined to 1o3s.
raife up another fovereign in India. ¢ Purvez?’ v~/
continued Mohabet, ¢ is a virtuous man, and
my friend. But he is ealy and pliant; and we
muft not change one weak prince for another:
1 know the merit of Shaw Jehan; I have fought
againlt him; and when [ conquered [ gai ined
not a \u&ory, but my own life. He fuits the
times.  He is ambitious, aud fometimes fevere;
but he will aggrandize the empire abroad, and
add vigour and precifion to the laws at home.”
——=Afiph was overjoyed at this declaration. = He
was conneéted 1n friendfhip as well as in affinity
with Shaw Jehin. ¢ You muft go hence with
fpeed,” faid Afiph; “¢ and I will endeavour to
procure your pardon. The emperor, who is nét
averfe to you, will liften to my requeft; efpe-
cially as Shaw Jelian, with whom you alone are
able to cope in the field, is in arms. I fhall pro-
cure for you an army, which you fhall ufe as the
circumftances of the time will demand.”

The two Omrahs, having fworn fidelity to one in favour
another, parted. = Mohabet, mounting his horfe, jil?:‘lf“’
dived into the night: Afiph went into the pre-
fence. The emperor was much alarmed at the
news from the Decan, that his rebellious fon
had colleted an army. He regretted the lofs
of Mohabet, and Afiph took that opportunity
of fuing for his pardon. The emperor, in the
warmth of 'his' zeal againft his fon, ordered an
edict of indemnity to be forthwith 11Tued which
reftored Mohabet to his honours and eftates. A
commiffion was given him to command the army
againit Shaw Jehdn; and the ceremony of giving
thanks in the prefence, was difpenfed with in his
favour, as he could not truft his life to the mercy
of Noor-Jehin.
: Pa An
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An event, however, happened; .which ren-
dered thefe preparations againft. Shaw Jehin un-
neceflary. - That prince defifted from his new
enterprize without the interpofition of force.
When Mohabet carried all: before him at cowust,
his friend and pupil, the prince Purvez, remained
at the head of the army, and commanded all
the caftern and {fouthern provinces in great tran-
quillity. He took no notice of his father’s con-
finement; and he ufed no means for. his releafe-
ment. He knew that Mohabet had no defigns
upon the empire; and he..was rather pleafed,
with a check upon the emperor, which might
prove an excufe to himfelf,” from being bound by
his commands. In the midlt of the infenfibility
and tranquillity of Puryez, he was feized by an
apoplexy, which carried him offin the thirty-eighth

Sultan Puryvez was one of thofe harmlefs men
that pafs without either ‘envy or fame through
life. Deltitute of thofe violent paflions which.
agitate the animated and ambitious, he was ne-,
ver completely happy; nor thoroughly miferable..
Eafe was his only comfort; toil his fole averfion.
Though battles were gained in his' name, he was
rather an incumbrange to an army, than  the
fpring which fhould move the whole. Without
ambition to command, he thought ‘it no indig-
nity to obey. . He approved of the counfel of
others, without ever propofing  his.own. He,
was in fhort an ufeful engine in_the; hands of an
able general, . There was.a kind of comity in his
manner, which commanded ,refpe@, where he
imprefied no awe ;.and even men, who: knew. his
weaknefs, liftened with attention .to  his com-
mands. His conftitution was feeble and lethar-
gic; his life a perpetual flumber. . Had he lived,
he was deftined for: the throne; and, as he had

- no
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no: paifions: to gratify, the happinefs or mifery of

his Teign would depend on’ thofe whom chance
might place around him.’ ‘His death was regret-:
ted, more, perhaps, than ‘that of an abler man:

might have been. He never commirted injuries,

and mankind gave him credit for benevolence.
Mohabet monrned him as a good-natured friend ;
Jehangire as adutiful fon. The' contralt which
the charaéter of his brother prefented, juftified
the fentiments of both. = e

- When Mohébet fled, Noor-Jebin governed:

the empire without controul. + While yet he held

the reins of government, be had fent orders to
his fon Channa-Zad, Suba of Bengal, to fend
him the furplus of the revenues of that country.
Twenty-two lacks, under an efcort, were advanced
as far as Delhi, when the flight of Mohabet hap-
pened; and the fame meflenger, who brought
the news of the treafure to the emperor, brought
him alfo intelligence of the death of Purvez. Je-
hangire was affetted, beyond meafure, at the lofs
of his fon: he never had difobeyed bhis commands,
and his manner was haturally engaging and pleal-
ing.—The command of the army devolved upon
Chan Jehan Lodi. He was ordered to fend his
family to court as hoftages for his faith.—An un-
expected war furnifhed a fieid for the abilities of
Lodi. The Nizam raifed dilturbances; but he
was reduced, without battle, to terms.

Chan Chanan, who, after his releafe from' con-
finement, had remained with Purvez in the camp,
did not long furvive that prince. He attained to
the feventy-fecond year of his age; and, though
in his latter days be was accufed of treachery, he
had covered the former part of his life with re-
nown. [Ie performed many memorable actions,
under the. emperor Akbar. IHe reduced the
kingdom of Guzerat; he defeated with twenty

thoufand
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A.D. thoufand horfe, an army of feventy thoufand, un-
ie:  der the confederate princes of the Decan. He
1035.  'was a {cholar, as well as a foldier. He was the
=~ moft learned man of his time: fhrewd in politics,
eloquent to a proverb. ‘He tranflated the com-
mentaries of the emperor Baber into the Perfic,
from the Mogul language. He underflood the
Arabic, the Pehlvi, and all the diale@s of India.
He was alfo a good poet, and many of his places
have come down to our time. In abilities he
yielded not to his father, the famous Byram;
thoue;h he poflefled not his integrity and unfulhed
virtue,

JEHAN-
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].\’IOHABET, after his conference with Afiph, A.D.

made the beft of his way to the dominions of the 77

Rana, He had been recommended by letters 1037,

from the vifier, to that prince; and he was re- v~

- ceived with extraordinary marks of diftin&ion. S-'emesof

A circumftance, omitted in its place, will con- oty

tribute to throw light on the fequel. A correl-
ondence, by writing, between Mohabet and

Afiph would 'be a meafure full of peril to both.

They had refolved to feize upon the accidents

that might arife in the courfe of time, for the

fervice of Shaw Jehan. The vifier was to be the

judge, as having the beft accefs to know the pe-

riod fit for their purpofe, from his refidence at

court and intimate knowledge ofits affairs.  Mo-

habet left a ring in his hands, which, when it
thould
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fhould be fent, was the fignal for him to efpoufe
openly the interefts of the prince.

The edi¢t of indemnity to Mohiabet had {carce
been promulgated. when that lord underftood
from court. that the emperor began to decline vi-
fibly in his health. The profpect of his ap-
proaching diffolution rendered it unneceffary to
wreit from him by force a {cepter which he was
foon to refign to death. Mohabet remained quiet
with the Rana; who, holding a friendly corre-
{pondence with Shaw Jehan, took an opportunity
of informing that prince, that his noble gueft

was no enemy to his caufe. Jehangire had, for

O&. 25th.

His cha-
Ta ter.

feven years, been troubled with a {light afthma.

His diforder encreafed toward the end of the

preceding year ; and he refolved to make a pro-

grefs to Cathmire, for the benefit of the air. The

autumn proved very fevere in that elevated coun-

try. He was feized with a violent cold, which

fell upon hislungs. The fharpnefs and purity’ of

the air rendered his breathing difficult ~He com-

plained of a kind of fuffocation ; and became im-

patient under his diforder. He commanded the

camp to move, with flow marches, toward Lahore.

He was carried in a [itter as far as the town of

Mutti, which ftands about half ‘way on. the road-
from Cathmire. At Mutti his difliculty of breath-

ing iincreafed. = He was growing worfe every

day, and the army halted. On the ninth of No-

vember, of the year 1627, he expired ; and hav- -
ing lived fifty-eight and reigned twenty-two lunar

years and eight months.

... Jehangire was neither vicious. nor virtuous in

the extreme, His bad aétions proceeded from
paflion ; aad his good frequently from whim.
Violent in his meafures without cruelty, merciful
withous feeling, proud without dignity, and ge-

; nerous
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nerous without acquiring friends. A flave to his
pleafures, yet a lover of bufinefs; deititute of
all religion, yet full of fuperftition and vain
fears. Firm in nothing but in the invariable ri-
gour of his juftice, he was changeable in his opi-
nions, and often the dupe of thofe whom he
defpifed. Sometimes calm, winning, and bene-
volent, he gained the a[‘fe&mns of thofe who
knew him not; at other times, morole, captious,
referved, he became terrible to thofe in whom
he moft confided. In public, he was familiar,
complaifant, and eafy to all ; he made no diftine-
tion between high and low ; he heard, with pa-
tience, the complaints of the meanelt of his fub-
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je€ts 3 and greatnels was never a [ecurity againft .

his ]u?nce' in private, he was thoughtful,
cold, and filent; and he often clothed his coun-

tenance with fuch terror, that Afiph Jah frequent-

ly fled from his prefence, and the Sultana, in the
plenitude of her influence over him, was known
to approach him on trembling knees. His affcc-
tion for his children bordered on weaknefs.
He was as forgetful of injuries as he was of fa-
vours. In war he had no abilities ; he was fond
of peace and tranguillity ; and rather a lover
than an encourager of the arts of civil life. Na-
turally averfe to tyranny and opprefiion, property
was fecure under his adminiftration : he had no
avarice himfelf to render him unjult, and he was
the determined and implacable enemy of extortion
in others. He wasa man of fcience and literar

abilities ; and the memoirs of his life, which he
penned himfelf, do him more honour as a good

writer, than;, the matter, as a great monarch,

Upon the whole, - Jehangire, though not a fanlt-
lefs man, was far from being a bad prince :. he
had an mr_lmabon to be' virtuous, and his errors
proceeded
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a.D. proceeded from a defe@ more than from a de-

27 pravity of foul : His mother was thought to have’

1035, introduced a tinGure of madnefs into his blood ;

‘-~ and an immoderate ufe of wine and opium render-
ed fometimes frantic a mind naturally inflamed.

His pri- Though Jehangire was often ferious and diftant

ey f,’;‘i’ni_ among his domeltics, he was fond of throwing

ens. off the charafter of the emperor, and of enjoy-

ing freely the converfation of"his. fubjects. He

often difappeared in the evening from the palace,

and dived into obfcure punch-houfes, to pak

fome hours in drinking and talking with the

lower fort. He had no enemies, and he was un-

der no apprehenfions concerning the fafety of -

his perfon. Being in the hallof audience, ac-

ceflible to all ranks of men, after the perform-

ance of the ufual ceremonies, he was often

- known in his no€turnal excurfions. But the peo-

ple loved his familiar opennefs, and did not by

rudenefs abufe the 'truft repofed in them by

their prince. He often defired his companions

at the bowl to afk no favours of him, left Serim,

in his cups, might promife what JEHANGIRE, in

his fober fenfes, would not chufe to perform.

When the liquor began to inflame him, he was

rather mad than intoxicated. He flew from one

extreme of paflion to another ; this moment joy-

ful, the next melancholy and drowned In tears.

When in this fituation, he was fond of arguing

upon abftrufe fubjects. Religion was his favourite

topic. He fometimes praifed the Mabhommedan

faith, fometimes that of the Chriftians ; he was

now a follower of Zoroafter, and now of Brah-

ma. In the midit of thefe devout profeflions,

he would, fometimes, as if ftarting from a dream,

exclaim, That the prophets of all nations were

impoftors ; and that he himfelf, fhould his indo-

lence permit him, could form a better fyftem of

religion
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religion than any they had impofed on the world. A p.
When he was fober, he was divefted of every 31§7-
idea of religon, having been brought up a Deiit Byl
under the tuition of his father Akbar.

The variety of opinions, on the fubjef of Scheme of
religion, which prevailed in India, occafioned fics new
great uneafinefs both to Jehangire and his father faith. i
Akbar. The tenets of Mahommedanifm, which
the family of Timur had brought along with
them into their conquelfts, were the religion el-
tablithed by law ; but the majority of their fubjetts
were of different perfuafions. The followers of the -
‘Brahmin faith were the moft numerous, and the
next were the Perfian Guebres, who worfhipped
the element of Fire, as the beft reprefentative of
God. The Chriftians of Europe and of Ar- °
menia poflefled feveral fa&ories in the feveral
cities and ports, and they wandered in purfuit
of commerce over all the empire. The dif-
ferent opinions among all thefe fects, on a
fubje¢t which mankind reckon of the Iaft im-
portance, were the fource of difputes, animofities,
and quarrels. Akbar was chagrined. He tole-
rated every religion; he admitted men of all
perfuafions into his confidence and fervice ; and he
had formed ferious thoughts of promulgating a
new faith, which might reconcile the minds of
all his fubjects. He elteemed himfelf as equal
in abilities to Mahommed, and he had more
power to enforce his doérine. But, forclecing
the diftraions which this arduous mealure
might occafion, he dropt his defign ; and, inftead
of eftablithing a new faith, contented himfelf
with giving no credit to any of the old fyftems of
religion. Jehangire in his youth had imbibed
his father’s principles. He began to write a
new code of divine law ; but he had neither the
aufterity nor the abilities of a prophet. He fhewed

more



110

A D.

1627,

g,
1057

THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

more wifdom in relinquithing, than in forming
fuch a vifionary fcheme. :
Jehangire was fubject to violent  paffions upon

="~/ many occafions. Complaints againft his nobles,

His vio-
lence.

Anin-
ftance

and even againft his favourite fons, were received

with an eagernefs, and a rage againft ‘the offen-
ders, more eafily imagined than defcribed. When
his mind was heated with a relation of oppref-
fion, he often burft out into a loud exclamation,
¢ Who in my empire has dared to do this wrong?”’
His violence flew before the accufation 3 and to
name any perfon fto him, was to convince him
of hisguilt. Shaw Jehin had been known, when'
in the greateft’ favour, to have come trembling
before his father, at theaccufation of the meaneft

* {ubjet; and the whole miniftry, and the fervants

of the court, frequently ftood abathed, pale, dif-
tant, and'in terror for themfelves, when a poor
man in rags was relating his grievances to the
€mperor.: ;

His exceflive feverity in the execution of im-
partial juftice, was the great line which marks
the features of the charadter of Jehangire.—
He had no refpect of perfons, ‘when he animad-
verted upon crimes. -His former favour was ob-

literated at once by guilt; and he perfevered,

with undeviating rigour, to revenge upon the
great, the injuries done to the low. The ftory
of Seif Alla remains as a monument of his favage
juftice.  The filter of the favourite Sultana had
a fon by her hufband Ibrahim, the Suba of
Bengal, who, from his tender years, had been
brought up at court by the emprefs, who hav-
ing no fons by Jehangire, adopted Seif Alla for
herown. The emperor was fond of the boy ; he
even often feated him upon his throne. At twelve
years of age Alla returned to his father in Ben-
gal.  Jehangire ‘gave hig a letter to -the Suba,
' : with
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with orders to appoint him governor of Burd-
wan. Alla, after having refided in his govern-
ment fome years, bad the misfortune, when he
was one day riding on an elephant through the
ftreet, to tread by accident a child to death.
The parents of the child followed Alla to his
houfe. =~ They loudly demanded an exemplary
punifhment on the driver ; and the governor,
confidering it an accident, refufed their requeft,
and ordered them to ‘be driven away from his
door.. They abufed him in very opprobrious
terms ; and Alla, proud of his rank and family,
expelled them from the diftri& of Burdwan. _

Jehangire refiding, at thattime, in the ity of

Lahore, they found their way, after a long jour-.

ney on foot, to the prefence. They called aloud

A.D.
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for juftice; and the emperor wrote a letter to .

Alla with his own hand, with peremptory orders
to reltore to the injured parents of the child their
pofleflions, and to make them ample amends for
their lofs and the fatigue of .their journey. The
pride of Alla was hurt, at the victory obtained
over him ;_and inftead of obeying the orders of
his prince, he threw them into prifon,-till they
made {ubmiffions to him for their conduét. But
asfoon as they were releafed, they travelled again
to. Lahore. Alla was alarmed, and wrote. let-
ters to ;the Sultana and Afiph Jah, to prevent
the petitiongrs from being admitted into the
prefences  They hovered to no effet, for fome
months, abeut the palace. They could not
even come within hearing of the emperor, till
one day, that he was taking his pleafurein a barge

upon the river. : They prefled forward through, &

the crowd; and thrice called out aloud for jul-
tice. The emperor heard them, and he recollet-
ed their perfons.. «He ordered -the barge to be
rowed, that inftant, to the bank; and, before

lie
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A.p. he enquired into the nature of their complamt
1577- he wrote an order for them to receive a penfion
10a5. for life, from the Imperial treafury. When they
S~~~ had explamcd their grievances, he faid not a word,
but he commanded Alla to appear immediately at
court.
intheexe-  Alla obeyed the Imperial command ; but he
;l:,‘t'f;:“f knew not the intentions of Jehangire, whlch that
prince had locked up in his own breaft. The
youth' encamped with his retinue, the night of
his arrival, on ‘the oppofite bank of the river;
and fent a meﬁ'enger to announce his coming to
the emperor.  Jehangire gave orders for one of
his elephants of {tate to be ready, by the dawn
of day; and he at the fame time diretted the pa-
rents of the child to attend. He himfelf was up
- before it was light, and having crofled the river,
he came to the camp of Alla, and commanded
him to be bound. The parents were mounted upon
the elephant; and the ‘emperor ordered the driver
to tread the unfortunate young man to death.
But the driver, afraid of the refentment of the
Sultana, paffed over him feveral times, without
giving the elephant the neceflary diretions: The
emperor, however, by his threats obliged him at
laft to execute his orders. He retired home in
filence; and iflued out his commands to bury
Alla with great pomp and magnificence, and that
the court fhould go into mourning for him for
the fpace of two moons.— I loved him;”” faid
Jehangire, < but julftice, like neceflity, thould
bind monarchs.””
Ofhshe-  The fevere juftice of Jehangire eftablifhed tran-
= quillity through all his dominions, when they
were not difturbed by the ambition of his fons.
"The Subas of provincesavoided oppreflion, as the
poor had a determiped avenger of their wrongs,

_in their fovereign.  He, upon every occafion, af—-
fected
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fe€ted the converfation of the lower fort. * They 4. p.
had immed;ate accefs to his perfon; and he only 1527
feemed plealed, when he was humbling the pride  os5,
of his mobles, upon the juft complaints of the
vulgar. He boafted of his humanity, as well as

of his juftice. He had ufed to fay, That a mo-

narch thould efen feel for the bealls of the field ;

and that the birds of heaven ought to receive

their due at the footof the throne.

As foon as Jehangire expired, Afiph, at the Dawir
head of the Imperial retinue, proceeded with the Byx™ =2
body to Lahore., When arrived on the'banks of throne.
the Gelum, he dilpatched a Hindoo named Narf,
with the ring, to Mohabet, as the fignal for that
lord to efpoufe the caufe of ‘Shaw Jehin. The
will of Jehangire had been opened immediately
upon his demife. He had, at the inftigation of
the Sultana, named his fourth fon Shariar, ‘as his
fucceflor in the throne ; but that prince had, fome
weeks before, fet out fop Lahore. When the
news of the death of Jehangire arrived at
that city, the prince feized upon the Imperial trea-
fure, and encouraged the - troops to join him, by
ample- donations. The vifier was alarmed. To
gain time for the execution of his defigns in fa-
vour of Shaw Jehan, he proclaimed Dawir
Buxih, the fon of prince Chufero, emperor of
the Moguls. His fifter difapproved of this mea-
fure; and endeavoured to raife a party in the
camp in favour of Shariar: but he put an end to
her fchemes, by confining. her to her tent; and
gave {triét, orders, that none fhould be admitted
into her prefence. ' .

Shariar, by means of the Imperial treafure, 511jrjafd
colletted together a confiderable force. = Being ill i
of a venereal diforder himfelf, heappointed Baié- biinded.
fir, the fon of his uncle, the prince Danial, to
command his army. The troops of Afiph were

: inferior
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inferior in number to thafe of Shariir; but they
were, in fome meafure, difciplined, and inured
to the field. Sharidr had croffed the Gelum be-

\———~ fore the arrival of Afiph; who drew up his forces

March of
Shaw Je-
hans

Sufpicious

conauct of

Lodi.

upon the firft appearance of the enemy. It was
rather a flight than abattle. The raw troops of
Sharidr gave way, before they came to blows.

.He was not himfelf in the aétion : he {tood on a dif-

tant hill, and fell in into the current of retreat. He
fhut himfelf up in the citadel of Lahore ; which
was inveited the mext day by the army of Afiph.
The frieflds of Shariar deferted him ; and made
termns for themfelves. The unfortunate prince
hid himfelf in a cellar within the haram. He
was found, and dragged to the light by Ferofe
Chan ; and Alliverdi bound his hands with his
girdle, and brought him to Dawir Buxfh. He
was ordered to be confined ; and the fecond day
he was deprived of fight.

Naifi, the meflengerof Afiph, arrived with the
ring, after a journey of three weeks,  at Chibir
on the borders of Golconda, where Mohabet, at
the time, refided, with Shaw Jehéin. He in-
formed the prince of the death of Jehangire;
and acquainted Mohabet of the plan formed by
the vifier, to fecure the throne for the former;
and that Dawir Buxfh was only raifed, as a
temporary bulwark againit the defigns of the
Sultana, and to appeafe the people, who were
averle to Shariar. Shaw Jehan, by 'the advice
of Mohabet, began his march through Guzerat.
I'wo officers were fent w:th letters to the v:zxer 3
and Nithar Chan was ' difpatched with " pre-
fents to Lodi, who commanded the army:in the
Decan.

Lodi was always av erfe to the interefts of Shaw
jelan. Tie was proud and paflionate 3 of high
birth, and reputation in war. Deriving his birth

: from
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from the Imperial family of Lodi, he even had a.p.
views on the empire. Many of his nation ferved 1627,
under him in the army ; and confiding in their om.
attachment, he looked with fecret pleafure upon v~~~
the contelts for the throne; which were likely

to arife in the family of Timur. He had de-
tached a part of his army to feize Malava, and all

the Imperial territories bordering wpon that pro-
vince. The meflenger of Shaw Jehin was re-
ceived with coldnefs. The anfwer given him

was undecifive and evafive 4 and he was difmiffed
without any marks either of refentment or favour.

Lodi did not fee clearly before him ; and he was
refolved to take advantage of events as they thould
happen to rife. _

Shaw Jehdn having, as alteady mentioned, Dawir
taken the rout of Guzerat, received the fubmiffion pofed and
of that province. Seif Chan, who commanded murdered.
for the empire, being fick, was taken in his bed ;
but his life was fpared at' the interceffion of his
wife, who was the particular favourite of the
fiter of the prince. Having remained f{even
days at Ahmedabéd, news arrived of the viftory
of the vifier over Shariir. Chidmud-Perift was
difpatched to the conqueror with letters. They
contained expreflions of the deepeft gratitude to
the minifter; but he, at the fame time, inti-
mated, that diffention could not ceafe but with
the life of the fons of Chufero and Danidl.—

The temporary emperor, Dawir Buxfh, had been
dethroned and imprifoned three days before the
arrival of Shaw Jehin’s meflenger at Lahore.
. His brother Gurfhafp, and Baiélar and Hofhung,
the fons of Danial, had been alfo confined. To
fhow his attachment to Shaw Jehdn, the vifier
delivered the keys of the prifon to Perift; and
that chief, to gain his maiter’s favour, ftrangled
the three princes that very night. Afiph made no
enquiry concerning their deaths. He marched

Vou. IIL (L the
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A. p. the next day toward Agra, having proclaimed.
“FEr Shaw Jehan'emperorof the Moguls.
ig. . b .
1037 “Shaw Jehdn arriving at Ajmere, wasjoined, in
\e—~—~that/ city, by the Rama and hisfon. They were
Shaw Je- "dignified ‘with titles; and feveral Omrahs were
:f‘f?":;:“ raifed to bigher ranks of nobility. The govern-
‘ment of Ajmere, with many rich eltates, were
~conferred upon MohAbet ; and “the' emperor, for
Shaw Jehdn had aflumed that title, marched
toward Agra, and pitched his camp in fight of
that capital, on the ®uft of January 1628, in
the garden which, from its beauty, was called the
Habitation of Light. ' Caffim, the 'governor of
Agra, came with' the keys, and touched the
ground with his forehead before the emperor ;
who entered the city the next day, amid the accla-
mationis of the populace. They forgot his crimes
in his fplendour; and recognized the rightto the
‘throne, which marder had procured. -

Jehan- “1 Seven children were'born to the emperor Je-
ﬁ;gf?h"‘hangire ¢ five fons and two daughters. The

fifft weve Chufero, Purvez, Churrum, Jehandir,
and Shariar; the ‘daughters were Sultana Niffa,
and Sulrana’ Bar 'Banu.: Chufero, Purvez, afid
Jebandir died before ‘their father ¢ Sharifr fell a
vittim to his brother’s jealoufy ; and Churrum,
under the nanie of Shaw Jehin, fucceeded to the
empire.’ “The prifice 'Otafero left two fons, Da-
wir Baxlh and ‘Gurfhafp: the firlt bad obtained
“the natiie of emperor; they were both murder-
ed, s has Heen diready mentionéd, at Lahore.
The children of Purvez were a fon'and ‘a 'daugh-
ter: the firfl, by.dying a natural'déath foon after.
‘his father, ‘prevented the dagger of Shaw Jehin
from ‘committing another'murder ; and the latter
became afterwards the wife of Dara, the eldeft
fon'of Shaw Jehan.—The 'two fons of Daniil,
“Baiefar and Hoffiung, had been confined during
paai : the
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the reign of their uncle Jehangire. ' Strangers to <A. D.
the world, and ' deftitute "of &xperience, “their rli?ﬂ
nerves were relaxed by inaivity, and their minds 0w,
broken by adverfity. ' This ftate of debility " did =~
not' fecure them from the ‘jealoufy ‘of the ‘new 3
emperor, by whofe commands they were ftrang-
led at Lahore. The emperoz, eitlier by the dag-
ger or bowltring, ' difpatched all'the ‘males of the
houfe of Timur; f{o that he himfelf*and his chil-
dren only remained of the’ poferity of Baber,
who conquered India. °

The ftate of Perfia fuffered no change during Statre of
the reign of the emperor Jehangire in Hindoftan. othacand
Shaw Abas, firnamed the Great, who was in Tastary.
his twentieth yearon the throne of the family
of Seifi at the death of Akbar, outlived Jehan-
gire. He covered with'fplendid exploits, and a
rigorous adherence to juftice, the natural feverity p
and even cruelty of his charafter; ‘and acquired
the reputation of a grear, though notof an amia-
ble, prince. The Ufbec Tartars ot Great Bucha-
ria, who had made encroachments on the Perfn
dominions during the interrupted reigns of the
immediate predeceflors of Abas, loit much of
their confequence in the time of that victorious
prince. Domeftic" troubles. aud difputes about
the fucceflion converted the weftern Tartary into
a fcene of blood; and offered an objett of ambi-
tion to Abas. He invaded Cheraflan; he be-
fieged the capital Balick, buthe was obliged to
retreat, by the attivity and valour of Baki, who
had poffeffed himfelf, after various viciflitudes of
fortune, of the throne of the Ufbecs. Baki,
dying in the third year of his reign, was fuc-
ceeded by his brother Walli ; who being ex-
pelled by his uncle, took refuge, with many of
his nobles, in the court of Shaw Abas. ‘The

Perfian affilted him with an army. He was fuc-
Q 2 cefsful
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A.D. cefsful in many engagements, defeated his uncle’s

Y, Torces, and took the city of Bochara; but his

s037. fortune changed near Samarcand, and he fell in

v~/ 2 battle, which he loft. The views of Abas, on

- the weftern dominions of the Ufbecs, which had

formerly belonged to Perfia, fell with his ally

Walli. Emam Kulli and his brother divided

between the empire; and, notwithftanding the

efforts of Abas, retained the dominion of the
extenfive province of Choraffan.

SHAW
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—The emperor’s children—State of the empire
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Ufbecs—War in Bkﬂée;’cmd———l)ygracf—.-ngi-
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_ Emperor’s march to the Decan—War in Golcon-
da and - Tellingana—Irruption of the Afgans—
The vifier. Afiph takes the field. -.

THE ideas upon government which the Tar-
tars of the northern Afia carried into their con-
quelts in Hindoftan, were often fatal to the pof-
terity of Timur. Monarchy defcends through
thé channel of primogeniture ; but defpotilm
muft never fall into the hands of a minor. The
prince is the center of union between all the mem-
bers of the ftate ; and, when he happens to be
a child, the ties which bind the allegiance of the
fubjeétare diffolved. Habituated to battle, and
inured to depredation, the Tartars always adopt-
ed for their leader, that perfon of the family of
their princes who was moft proper for their own
mode of life; and loft fight of hereditary fuccef-
fion in the convenience of  the nation. When

they
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they fettled in_better regions than their native
country, they did not lay afide a 'cuftom fuited
only to incurfion and war. The fucceffion to

‘e~ the throne was neyer determined by eftablifhed

Acceflion
of Shaw
Jehan.

rules; and a door was opened to intrigue, to
murder, and to civil ‘war, Every prince, as if
in an enemy’s country, mounted the throne
through conquelt; and the fafety of the ftate, as
well as his own, forced him, in a manner, to
become anaffaflin, and to ftain the day-of his
acceflion with the blood  of hi$ relations.” When
therefore the Defpot died, ambition was not. 'the
only fource of broils among hisfons. They con-
tended for life as well as for the throne ; under
a certainty thar the firlt muft be loft; without a
poffeffion of “the fecond. = Self-prefervation, that
firlt ‘principle of the humantind, converted fre-
quently the huméne ‘prince into a cruel tyrant,
and thus neceéflity prompted men to aftions, which

theirfouls perhiaps abhorred.. St e
““Shaw Jehin bad this apology ‘for the murder
of his relations ; -and the manhers of the people
were fo much adapted to an idea of necefiity in
fuch a cafe, ‘that they. acquiefced, without mur-
muring under his government. . He mounted the
throne of the Moguls in_Agra, oh the firk of
February, of the year 1628 of the Chriftian Zira ;
and, according to tlie pompous manner, of eaftern
princes, affumed the titles of THE TRUE sTAR
OF THE  FALTH, THE; SECOND.LORD OF THE
HAPPY  CONJUNCTIONS, :  Manommen, THE
KING OF FHE WORLD. He was bornat Lahore
op, the fifth of January, 1292, and; on the day
of 'his acceflion, he was thirty-fix folar years and

-twenty-eight days old. _ To drive away. the memo-

ry, of the late aflaflinations from the minds of: the

people, and to' ~gtatify the -nobles, who- had

crowded from every quarter. to Agra, he ufhered
in
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in his reign with a fe(tival, which exceeded every A. b.
thing of the kind known in that age, in magm- 8%
* ficence and expence. The pompous fhiews of the. o
favourite Sultana, in the late reign, vanifhed in >
the [uperior grandeur of thofe exhibited by Shaw
Jehan., aban A T e
In the midft. of feltivity and joy, Shaw Jehin Prometi-
did neither forget the {tate nor the gratitude 5
which he owed to his friends. ~ Afiph Jah, though
not yet arrived from Lahore, was confirmed. in
the office of vifier. His appointments to fupport
the dignity ‘of his ftation, as a reward for .the
part he ated, in fecuring the poflefiion of the
throne to the emperor, amounted to near 4 mil-
lion fterling. . Mohabet, who in Shaw Jehin’s
progrefs from. the Decan to Agra, had been
prefented with the government of Ajmere, was
raifed to the high office of captain-general of all
the forces, and to the titlg and dignity of Chan
Chanan, or firlt of the nobles. ' His fon Chana-
zad, whe had been raifed to the title of Chan
Ziman,. was placed in the governmentof Malava.
Behfr was conferred on Chan Alum, Bengal on
Cafim, Allahabid on Janfapar Chan. | 1hesem-
peror, in; beftowing the province of Gabul on
Lifcir, exhibited an inftance of juftice. He’had,
during his ,rebellion, taken, eight lacks of rou-
" .pees by, force from that Omrah, and when. he ap-
pointed-hit to: Cabul, he at. the fame tine gave
him a draughtion jthe teealury for ghe money;
fignifying to. Lilcar, < Lhat. neceflity being : xe-
amoved;-there was no excule for the continyance
of injuftice:’7  Fifty: Mahommedan ‘nobles, (to-
‘gether with, many | ndian (Rajas, were raifed. to
‘honours, and gratified with’ prelents, &
Dur;j,-:fg"’gi}gfe tranfactionsiat. Agra, Afiph -pur- Afiph ar-
fued. his journey.in very flow marches from La- 7, =
thore. . His fifter, ;the  favourite ,of - the late em-
SE00 . peror,
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peror, being ruined in all her fchemes of ambi-
tion, was left, in a kind of confinement at La-

- hore, in the Imperial palace. The four fons of

the reigning emperor, Dara, Suja, Aurungzébe,
and Morad, bad been fent as hoftages for their
father’s good behaviour to Jehangire. They
were in the Imperial camp when that monarch
expired ; and Afiph treated them with kindnefs
and refpeét. He arrived at Agra on the twenty-
fecond of March, and prefented his fons to the
emperor, when he was celebrating the feftival of
the Norofe, which is kept by the followers of Ma-
hommed at the vernal equinox in every year.
The emperor was fo much rejoiced at the fight of
his children, who had been all born to him by his
favourite wife the daughter of Afiph, that he
conferred upon their grandfather, the pompous
title  of THE FATHER OF PRINGES, THE
STRENGTH OF . THE REALM, AND PROTECTOR
OF THE EMPIRE. L '
The Imperial prince Dara Shéko was thirteen
years old at the acceflion of his father to the
throne ; Suja was in the twelfth, Aurungzébe in
the’ tenth, and Morad in the fourth lunar year
of his age. The eldeft of the emperor’s chil-
dren, by the favourite Sultana, the daughter of
Afiph, was the princefs Jehénara, which name
fignifies THE ORNAMENT oF THE WORLD. She’
was fourteen years of age when Shaw Jehin
mounted the throne. Senfible, lively and gene-
rous, elegant.in her perfon, and accomplifhed in
her mind, fhe obtained an abfolute empire over
her father. . A fimilarity of difpofition with the
open and fincere Dara, attached her to the intereft
of that prince; and he owed, in a great mea-
fure, the favour of his father to her influence.
Rofhenrai Begum, or THE PRINCESS OF THE EN-
LIGHTENED MIND, was the fecond daughter of
Shaw
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Shaw Jehin, and his fourth child by the favou-» A. D.
rite Suitana. Her wit was fharp and penetrating, |5
her judgment found, her manner engaging like uf{.
her perfon ; fthe was full of addrefs, and calcu- >~
lated for firatagem and intrigue. She refembled

the pervading temper of Aurungzébe, and fhe
favoured “his defigns. The emperor’s third
-daughter 'was Suria Banu, or THE SPLENDID
PRINCESS ; a name fuited to her exquifite beauty.

She was eafly and gentle in her: temper, foft and
pleafing in her addrefs, humane; benevolent and
filent : averfe to duplicity and art, full of dig- =.
nity and honourable pride. She took no part

in the intrigues which difturbed the repofe of the

ftate, devoting her time to the accomplifhments

of her fex, and a few innocent amufements.

Shaw Jebdn found himfelf in the peaceable State ©
pofleflion of the extenfive empire of his father, e -
and he had abilities to govern it with dignity,
juftice and precifion. Tranquillity was eftablith-
ed at home; and there were no enemies to
difturb him from abroad. Shaw Abas foon af-

- ter died in Perfia; and the fceptre fell into the
weak and ina&ive hands of his grandfon Sefi; a
prince, incapable of. either governing his fubjects
with dignity, or of giving any difturbance to his
neighbours. The fpirit of the Ufbecs had de-
clined ; and they were exhaufted by difputed foc-
ceflions and civil wars. The Indian nations, be-
yond the pale of the empire, were peaceable and
unwarltke : incapable of committing injuries, and
too diftant from the feat of government to receive
them. The Portugueze, though the moft power--
ful European nation in India, were not formida-
ble to the empire, thongh hated by the prinec.
Shaw Jehin, when in arms again{t his father,
lad folicited their affiftance. They had not only
refufed bim their aid, - but, in a manly manner,

reproached
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A.D. + reproached him for having demanded it againft
1628 his parent and fovercign. He was fenfible of the
1037. juftice of the reproof, and therefore could not

=~ forgive it. * The Sultana was their enemy. . She

had accompanied -her hufband to one’ of their
fettlements ; and fhe was enraged beyond mea-
fure againft them for the worthip they paid to
images. . . . :
Lodi fub- . The difrefpeé thewn by Lodi who contmanded
o in the Decan, to Nifhar Chan the emperor’s mel-
fenger, produced a fuperfeding commlion to the
. atter againlt the former. Nifhar produced the
Imperial mandate: but Lodi would not obey.
Mohabet was ordered with a force againft the re-
fra&tory general ; and Nifhar, on account of bis
not having acted with a proper fpirit, was re-
called.  Chan Zimén, from his government of
Malava, marched with all his forces to the aid of
his father Mohdbet. Lodi was foon reduced to
~extremities. He fent meflengers to Mohébet,
with a requeft of his mediation with the émperor,
“explaining away his condu, by the. difficulty of *
deciding in favour of the reigning emperor againft -
the will of Jehangire. ¢ But now,’”’ continues
he, ¢ that Shaw Jehdn.remains alone of the
pofterity of Timur, Lodi cannot hefitate to obey
his commands.” . Thefe letters were received by
-Mohabet before things came to-open- hoftility.
-He tranfmitted them to Agra, -and dodi was re-
Htored, in appearancey to favout.:

Tovafion 1 ‘The confufions occafioned by, the difputed fuc-
ceflion, after the death of  Jebangire, Touzed the

--ambition of Shaw Kuli, ;prince of-the Utbec Tar-

tars. He'looked upon:a civil :war .as a certain
went in India ; ‘and he refolved to. feize on the

.opportunity prefented by Fortune. He ordered

ten theufand of his beft horfe under Nidder Ma-
‘hemmed, accompanied with a good train of ar-
' tillery,
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tillery,  to penetrate into the province of Cabul.
That -general entered. the Imperial dominions,
and laid fiege to the fortre(s of Zohic. . Bet the
place 'was fo, ftrong, and fo well defended by
Zingis.  who commanded the garrifon, that Ma-
hommed, after fuflering 4 confiderable lofs, raifed
the fiege. The Ufbecs, however, did not re-
treat- to their own. country. Mahommed, after
being repulled at Zobéc, attempted to furprize
Cabul, and, having failed in the enterprize, he
fat, down before that city. " - wel1 o
Haying fummoned the garrifon of Cabul to no
purpole, the Uibecs began to make their ap-
proachess They foon advanced their batteries to
the counterlcarp of she ditch, and; by a conftant
fire, imade feveral breaches-in the wall. = Ziffer,
the -late Suba, had left the place; and - Lifcir,
the .new, governor, .was ‘not yet arrived. - The
command of the ‘garrifon was in Jacob. Chanj
".who defended him{elf fo. well, that the enemy was
beat; back with great dofs in a general affault.
Mahommed, though ,repulfed, was not 'difcou-
-rdged. - e .raifed, -with  great:labour, mounds
to. command, ithe walls ; land drove the befieged
from the ‘rampart... The breach, fhowever, “had
‘been répaired, and.thei Uibecs durft ‘not: attempt
to feale thei wallsiid daia 5. Nk
Fhemews -of ‘theinvafion, had, in the medn
time; artived at the court of ‘Agra; and  the em-
perory finding that. Mohabet had fettled the afiairs
of the Decan, cordered that general to the relief
of Cabul.. Having leit hisi fon in his ‘command
in theifouth, Mohabet haliened with all expedi-
tion. to theimorth. . Twelve thoufand horfe at-
tended him ;. and he was to take up the forces of
Punjib on. his way, - The fiege had now conti-
nued threé:menths ;- the Uibecs had: again made
a practicable -breach, and - the ditch was 'arlll:imdﬁ:
: ' filled,
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filled, when the news of the march of MohAabet
arrived in the camp of Mahommed. He redou-
bled his diligence ;,and the garrifon, who knew
nothing of fuccour, began to defpair. When,
therefore, the Ufbecs began to prepare for a fe-
cond general affault, the befieged fallied out with
all their forces. The battle was obftinate and
bloody ; but Mahommed was at length obliged
to give way; and-the garrifon hung on his heels
beyond the frontiers*of the province. Mohébet,
upon the news of this defeat, returned to Agra;
and civil contefts tock up thé.attention of the
Ufbecs at home,

The invafion of the Ufbecs was fucceeded by
an infurretion in the f{mall province of Bundel-
cund. . The Indian prince of that country, whofe
name was Hidjar Singh, bhaving come to pay his
refpects at the court of Agra, found that an ad- -
dition was made, in the books of the Imperial
treafury, to the tribute which he and his ancef-"
tors had formerly paid to the houfe of Timur.
Inftead of petitioning for an abatement of the im-
poft, he fled without taking leave of the empe-
ror. When he arrived in his dominiens, he
armed his dependants to the number of fifteen
thoufand men. He garrifoned his fortreffes, and
occupied the pafles which led to his country.
The emperor was enraged at the prefumption of
this petty chieftain. He ordered Mohabet to en-
ter his country with twelve thoufand horfe and

_ three thoufand foot, by the way of Gualiar.

Lodi, lately received into favour, with twelve
thoufand more, was commanded to invade Bun-
deleund from the fouth; and Abdalla, with feven
thoufand horfe, from the eaft, by the way of
Allahabad. Thefe three armies, under three ex-
perienced and able officers, were more than ne-
ceffary for the fervice; but the emperor was defir-

ous
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ous to fhew an inftance of vigour at the com- A p,
mencement of his reign, to raife the terror of his 18:
difpleafure, and to eftablith tranquillity*and good ]10.,?
order by the means of fear. —
. The emperor himfelf marched from Agra on Rujaof
the twentieth of December, on a tour of pleafure Puniel-
to the foreft of Niderbari, where he hunted tigers LR
for fix days, and then took the route of Gualiar,

that he might be hear the feat of war. He open-

ed the gates of that fortrefs to all ftate prifoners,

fome of whom had remained in confinement dur-

ing the whole of the former reign. This cle-
mency procured him popularity, and took away

part of the odium which his bloody policy had
already fixed on his character. The refrattory

Raja was, in the mean time, preffed hard on
every fide. He refifted with fpirit; but he was
driven from poft to poft.: He, as the laft refort,

fhut himfelf up in his fort of Erige. Abdalla fat
down before it; and having made a praticable
breach, ftormed the place, and put the garrifon,
confifting of three thoufand men, to the {word.

The Raja made-his efcape. He was ruined, but

his {pirit was not broken. With the remain-

ing part of his army he fell into the rout of Mo-
habet; and his forces being cut off, he himfelf
came into the hands of the captain-general.

Mohiabet carried his prifoner to the emperor, Heis
who had returned to Agra. Shaw Jehin was {1\ P
rigid to an extreme; and his humanity gave -
always place to policy. e ordered the unfortu-
nate prince into confinement, intimating that a
warrant fhould foon be iffued for his execution.
Mohébet, who admired the intrepid conftancy of
the Raja, fhewed an inclination to intercede for
his life ; but the ftern looks of the emperor im-
pofed filence upon him. He, however, the
next day carried his prifonerinto the prefence :

the
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A.D. the rigid darknefs of Shaw Jehin’s countenance
"1-.??:,’ continued § and the captain-general ftood at a
1058, diftance In clofe converfation with the Raja.

7~ The emperor faw themr; buthe was filent. ' The

-prince, and even Mohabet, defpaired of  fuccefs.
They came the third day into the prefence,iand
ftood, as ufual, at a diftance. The Raja was
jin fetters, and Mohibet chained his own hand
to that of the prifoner. ¢ Approach, Mohabert,”
faid Shaw Jehin. < The captain-general will
haveit fo; and I pardon Hidjir Singh. But
life without dignity is no prefent from the empe-
ror of the Moguls, 'to a fallén prince; I, there-
fore, to his government reftore Hidjir Singh,
upon paying fixteen lacks ofiroupees, and furnifh-
ing the Impesial army with forty elephants of
war.”

Mobabet  Notwithftanding the deference which was fhewn

from the 10 Mohabet for-his great abilities, the emperor was

headof  jealous of his influence’ and popularity. " He
“TPY therefore requelled of  bim to refign’ the com-
mand of the army on the frontiers of the!uh-
conquered provinces of the  Decan, ' together

with the government of Candeith; ‘both: Which

offices the captain: general difcharged, by €han
Zeman his fon. - Eradit, 'the receiver-general of

the Imperial' revenues, was appointed ‘to that
important ftation. ~ He fer out from 'court, and

Chan Zemén, having refigned the army and go-
vernment to him, returned to Agra.  “Ihis change

in the government of the frontier proviuces was
productive of difturbances. ' The Nizam of Gol-
conda, who had 'been kept quiet by the reputa-

tion of Moh2bet and his fon, invaded,; upon the
departure of the latter, the Imperial: province of
Candeith. Diria, who, in fubordination to the

new Suba, commanded the army, ‘attacked the
Nizam in a difadvantageous fituation, and obliged

him
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him to retreat into his own dominions, with the 4. p,

lofs of a great part of his army. \ 1528,
The uniuccefsful attempts of the Ufbecs upon f;'%

Cabul, .in the beginning of the preceding year, B

together with domeftic  diftraltions confequent Irruption

upon- their difgrace, had hitherto fecured: the of the Ul-

s i ! SR

peace of the northern frontier of the empire.

They were, however, anxious to recover their

loft reputation. An army of volunteers were

colleted, and the command velted in Zing'fs.

That officer fuddenly entered the Imperial domi-

nions ; and fat down before the fort of Bamia,

in . the mountains of Cabul. = The place was

feebly garrifoned, and the Ufbecs prefled the

fiege with vigour. Tt fell into. their hands ; and

Zingis having demolifhed the walls, returned,

with the plunder of the open country, to the

dominionsiof the Ufbecs. This irruption could

be fcarce called a war ; as the fudden ‘retreat®of

the enemy reltored the public tranquillity.

The, moft remarkable event of the fecond year Srory of
of :Shaw ‘Jehan‘is the flight of Chan Jehin Lodi ShanJe
from ‘Agra.  This nobleman, at the death of Je-
hangire, commanded, as already mentioned, the
Imperial army ftationed in the Decan. ‘The fa-
vourite Sultana had found means, by letters, to
gain over Lodi to the interelt of the prince Sha-
ridr, whom ‘the had: refolved to place® on the
throne of India. Shaw Jehdn, in his march to
Agra, applied to-him for a paflage through his
government, which he abfolutely refufed. He
added contempt to his refufal; by fending a thou-
fand roupees, a horfe, and a drefs to the prince,
as to a perfon of inferior dignity to himfelf. .

The meflenger of Lodi, however, had not the
courage to deliver 'the “humiliating prefent. He
gave the roupees, the drefs, and the horfe to a
thepherd, when he got beyond the walls of

v Brampour,



130

8/ o 7
1629.
Hig,
103R,

N

Caufe of
the enipe=-
Tur’s re-
fentment

THE HISTCRY OF HINDOSTAN.

Brampour, where Lodi refided. " He, at the fame
time, defired the fhepherd to return the whole to
Lodi; and to tell bim, That if the prefents were
not unworthy of hinx to give, they were too6 in-
fignificant for his fervant to ‘cafry to a great
prince.. Having given thele dire&ions to the
fhepherd, the meflenger proceeded to Shaw Je-
hdn. The prince approved of his behaviour,
thanked him for having fuch a regard for his ho-
nour ; and after he was fettled on the throne, raif-
ed the meflenger, as a reward for his fervices, to
the rank of a noble.

Shaw Jeban, being in no econdition to force
his way through the government of Lodi, took
a long circuit round the hills, through wild and
unfrequented paths. Lodi became foon {enfible
of his error. The defert and death of Shariar,
the imprifonment of the Sultana, the murder of
Dawvir Buxfh, and the acceffion of Shaw Jehan to
the throne, came fucceflively to his ears. He
thought of fubmiflion ; but an army was on its
march to reduce him to obedience.” Ziman,, the

“fon of Mohabet, was at the head of this force ;

“him.

againft
that Om-
rah.

but Lodi being in poffeflion of an army,*and'an
extenfive and rich provinece, the emperor gave
to his general a commiffion to treat with that re-
frattory Lord. He foon clofed with the terms.
He was appointed to the government of Malava,
upon his refigning the Imperial divifion of the
Decan. . The emperor, however, was not fincere
in the pardon which he promifed. His pride re-
volted at the 'indignities offered him by Lodi;
and, at a proper occafion, he refolved to punifh

Lodi was not long in pofleflion of the govern-
ment of Malava, when he received orders to re-
pair to court. As his refignation of the com-
mand of the army might be conftrued into obe-
dience,
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dience, rather than attributed to fear, he was A.Dp.
under no apprehenfions in making his appearance  }%%9-
in the prefence. An edi€t of indemnity had been :c:‘,gﬂ :
promulgated to all the Omrahs who had oppofed
the acceffion of Shaw Jehin to the throne ; and
Lodi thought that there was no probability of
his being excluded from the indulgence granted
toothers. .He was, however, convinced of his
error, on the firlt day of his appearance at court.
The ufher, Perift, obliged him to exhibit fome
ceremonies of obedience, inconfiftent with the
rank which he held among the nobility. He was
fomewhat refraltory, but he thought it pradent
to {ubmit. His fon, Azmut Chan, was intro-
duced after his father. The youth was then
but fixteen years of age. Ie thought that the
uther kept him too long proftrate upon the
ground ; and he ftarted up before the fignal for
rifing was given. The ufher, in a rage, ftruck
Azmut over the head with his rod, and infifted
upon his throwing himfelf again on the ground.
Azmat, full of fire and valour, drew his {word.
He aimed a blow at the ufher’s head ; but one
of the mace-bearers warded it off, and faved his
life. :
A fudden murmur {pread: around. All fell He is dif-
into confufion ; and many placed their hands on f;t:z':;fef‘
their fwords., Lodi, confidering: the blow given fence. i
to his fon, as the fignal of death, drew his dag-
ger to defend himfelf. Huflein, his other fon,
followed his father’s example. The tumult en-
creafed, and the emperor leapt from his throne.
Lodi and his fons rufhed out of the prefence.
Their houfe was contiguous to the palace; and
they fhut themfelves up, with three bundred de-
pendants. The houle being inclofed witha ftrong
wall,. no imprefion could be made upon it with-
out artillery; and as a fiege fo near the gates of

Vor. III. R the
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the palace would derogate from. the majelty of
the emperor, Shaw Jehan endeavoured to entice
Lodi to a furrender, by a promife of pardon.

\———~ His friends at court, however, acquainted him,

His dif-
trefs,

that there was a refolution formed againft his

life ; and he refolved to make his efcape, or to

die in the attempt. ; ;

Night, in the ‘mean time, came on; and he
was tormented with various paflions. * His wo-
men were all around him. To leave them to dif-
honour was intolerable, to remain was death, to
remove them by violence, cruelty.  He was af-
flicted beyond meafure; and he burft into tears.
His wives faw ks grief, and they retired. They
confulted together in aninner apartment. Their
refolution was noble, but defperate ; they raifed
their hands againft their own lives. The groans
reached the ears of Lodi. "He rufhed in; but
there was only one taper burning, which, in
his hafte, he overturned and extinguithed. He
{poke, but none anfwered. He fearched around,
but he plunged his hand in blood. He ftood in
filence a while; and one of his fons: Haying
brought a ' light, difcovered to his eyes‘_a" {cene
of inexprefiible horror. He faid not a word ; but
the wildnefs of his eyes was exprefiive of the
tempeft which .rolled in his mind. He made a
fignal to . his two fons, and they buried the un-
fortunate women in the garden. He hung for
fome time in_filence over their common grave.
Then ftarting at once from  a profound reverie,
he iffued forth ina fate of horror and defpair.
He ordered his drums to be: beaten, his trumpets
to be founded., His people gathered around him.
They mounted their horfes in the court-yard,
and he himfelf at once threw open the gate.” He
iffued’ out with his twofons; and his followers
fell in order into his path. The Imperial ‘troops

' '- were
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were altonifhed, and made little refiflance. He, a.n
was heard to exclaim, * I willawaken the tyrant . 129,
with the found of wmy departure, but he fhall 1938,
tremble at my réturn,”  He rufhed through: the \-r-r-..z
city like a whirlwind, and took the route of
Malava. ;

The emperor, difturbed at the fudden noife, and fight.
ftarted from his bed. He enquired into the
caufe; and ordered Abul Huflein, with nine
other nobles, to purfue the fugitive. . They col-
leed their . troops; and left ‘the city by the
dawn of day.. Lodi, without halting, rede. for-
ward near forty miles, He was {topt by the siver
Chunbil, which was fo high, {o reugh and rapid,
on account of the rains, that he could not fwim
acvofs it, and all .the boats: had, been carnied
down by the ftream. This was an unexpetted
and terrible check; but as the weather was
now fair, he hoped that the torrent would foon
fall ; and in that expectation, be and his followers
ftoad on the bank.: In the midit of his anxiety,
the Imperial ‘troops appeared. He called his peo-
ple together, and told them, he was refolved to
die in arms. There was a pafs behind him, which
opened between two hills into a narrow plain.,

He took immediate pofleflion of the pafs; the
river, which had cut off all hopes of flight, ferved
to cover his rear. .

The Imperialifts;  trulting to their numbers, 11is gal-
advanced with confidence; but they wereg fo lant beha-
warmly received, that they drew back, with ma- A
nifeft figns of fear. “Shame forced them to renew:
the charge. A felet body prefled forward mto
the pafs, « The fhock was violent ; and the flaughs
ter, on both fides, was as great and expeditious,
as the fmall place in which they engaged would
permit. Huflein bad a refource in numbers j
Lodi had nothing in which he could confide but his

R 2 valour.
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A. p. valour. Scarce one hundred of his men now re-
1629.  mained unhurt ; he himfelf was wounded in the
:f,:g rightarm, and the enemy were preparing a third
———~ time to advance. His affairs were defperate. His
two fors, Azmut and Huflein, conjured- him to
attempt the river, and that they would fecure his
retreat.  *“ The danger is equal,” replied Lodi,
¢¢ but it is more honourable to die in the field.”
They infifted upon his retreating, as his wound
had rendered him unfit for aGion. ' But can I
‘¢ leave you both,” faid Lodi, “when I have moft
“'need of my fons? One muft attend mie in
‘© my misfortune, which is perhaps a greater evil
¢ than death itfelt” A difpute immediately
arofe between the brothers, each contending for
the honour of covering their father’s retreat. At
that inftant, the ufher, Perift, who had ftruck
Azmut in the prefence, appeared in the front of
the Imperialifts. ¢ Huffein, the thing is deter-
¢ mined ;” faid Azmut, “ doft thou behold that
¢ villain, and bid me fly ? He fpurred onward
his horfe : his father and brother plunged into
the river. ; '
Perift was a Calmuc Tartar, of great ftrength
of body and intrepidity of mind. He faw Azmut
advancing, and he ftarted from the ranks, and
rode forward to meet him half-way. Azmut had
his bow ready bent in his hand : he aimed an ar-
row at Perift, and laid him dead at the feet of
his horfe. But the valiant youth did not long
farvive his enemy. He-was cut to pieces by the
Imperialifts ; and the few faithful friends who
had remained by his fide, were either flain on
the [pot, or driven into the river and drowned.
"The conquerors had no reafon to boaft of their
viftory ; four hundred men, and three officers of
high rank, were flain in the aGion; fix nobles
and a great number of inferior chiefs were
wounded.

and ef-
cape.
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wounded. The latter a&tion was fo fhort, that A n.
it was over before Lodi and Huffein had extri- 1629
cated themfelves from the ftream. When they ulg:é'.
afcended the oppofite bank of the river, they ="~
looked back with anxiety for Azmut; but Azmut

was no more to be feen : even his followers were,

by that time, flain; and the victors, with fhouts

of triumph, poffefled the further fhore.

Lodi had no time to deliberate, none to in- Hisdilrefs
dulge his grief for Azmut. ‘The enemy had al- i
ready plunged into the ftream; and he made the
beft of his way from the bank. He entered his
own province of Malava, but the ILmperialifts
were clofe at his heels. Before he. could collett
his friends, he was qverpowered by numbers, and
defexed in feveral‘a&ions. He was at length
driven beyond the boundaries of Malava. He
continued his flight to Bundela, with a few adhe-
rents who had' joined himj and he maintained,
with great bravery, every pafs againft -the troops
that purfued himin bis retreat.  The Imperialifts,
however, being at length harafled by long marches,
bad roads, and ¢ontinual fkirmilhing, gave over
the purfuit. Lodi remained a few days at Bun-
dela, then he traverfed the provinces of Berir
and Odipour, in his rout to Golconda, and pre-
fented himfelf before the Nizim at Dowlatabad.

That prince received the unfortunate fugitive with
open arms, a warm friendfhip having, for fome
years, fubfifted between them.
* ' The emperor exprefled great uneafinefs at the ey
efeape of Lodi.  He knew his abilities, hetiwag oo
acquainted - with . bis = undeviating perfeverance.
High-fpirited and  active, Lodi loved danger, as
furnifhing an opportunity for an exertion of his
great talents; and he was always difcontented
and uneafy at that tranquillity for which mankind
in general offer up their prayers to Heaven. The

more
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mote noble and generous paflions’ of his mind
were now upin arms.  His pride bad Seen rouzed
by the indignities  thrown upon him, and he
aleribed the deathof his wives and of his gallant
fon to the perfidy of Shaw Jehan. ~ His haughty
temper revolted againdt fubmiflion, and his pru-
dence forbad him to lilien any. more to pardons
that were not fincere.  The ‘emperor knew: the,
man with whom. ke had to comtend; and he was
alarmed at.the news of his arrival in  the Decan:
He forefaw a flovm in that quarter, fhould time

be given to Lodi toseconcile the jarring interefts

Death an
charalter
of Shaw

Abas,

of princes, who: were the avowed enemies of the
houfe of ‘Vimur,; Shaw Jehin was naturally pro-
vident. . He judged of futurity by the paft; and
he was rapid in decifion. . He thought the object
not unworthy of his, prefesce, on the fouthern
frontier of hig empire; and he crdered his army
to be.drawn togeiher, that he might command

them in the expected war in perfon. dn
During thefe trenfalions, an ambaflador ar-
rived from Shaw  Abas of Perfia, to felicitate
Shaw ' Jeban on his acceflion 1o the thrones He
bad fcarce miade his public entrance, when: the
news of his maifter’s death arrived, = Abas died
inthe month of January of the year 1629, after
2 reign of fifty, years over Choraffan, and more
than forty-two as fovereign of all Perfia. He
was. a prince of a warlike difpofition, a good
ftatefman, a deep politician, a great conqueror,
But he was cruel and prodigal of blood. He
never forgave an enemy; nor’ thought he ever
fufliciently . réwarded a friend. | Severe in. his
jultice beyond example, he rendered what is i
itlelf a public. good, a real evil. He knew. no
degrees in crimes: death, which is among man-
kind the greateft punithment, was the leaft in-
fitted by Abas, Though given to opprefiion
himfelf,
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himfelf, he permitted none in others. He was A.D.
the monarch, and he would be'the only tyrant.” 133"
He' delighted i curbing the' haughtinefs of the Ll
- mobility: he''took pride in relieving the poor. v~
All™his fobjetts had accefs to.his perfon.” He
heard their complaints, and’ his decifions were
immediate and -terrible. His people, therefore,
became juft thiough fear; ‘atid hée owed a reign

of halfa century to the tertors with which he
furrounded his throne. Tle ‘was paflionate and
violent to'a dégree that forhetimes. perverted his
judgment; and he who boalted of holding the
fcales of juft dealing between mankind, broke
often forth' intd outrageous a&s of injuftice.
During his life, he was refpected by all; but his
death was lamented by none.

The great preparations made by Shaw Jehan Prepura-
for an expedition into the Decan, detained him [0 Fr
- at Agra till the fourth of February of the 1631
of the Chriftian' Ara. He placed himfelf at the
head of one hindred thoufand horfe; which, to-
gether With infantry, artillery and attendants,
increafed the ftimber of the army to three hun-
dred “thoufand, men. He advanced toward the
Decan ; ‘and’ the governors of the provinces
through which he paffed, fell in with their forces
into his line of march.. On the borders of €han-
déifh, he was met by Lradit Chan, the Suba of
the province, who conduéted him to his own re-
fidence, theé city ‘of Brampour. The emperor
énéamped his army in the environs of Brampour;
and difpatchied meflengers to the tributary princes
of the Décan. | "The principal of thele were, Adil
fovereizn of Bejapour, Kuttub, who flyled him-
felf king of Hydrabad and Tellingana, and the
Nizam prince of Golconda. He threatened them -
with utter déffruélion thould they not come per-
fonally to ‘make their fubmillion, after having

difbanded
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.difbanded the armies t\lfhich- they ‘had raifed to

fupport the rebeilion of Lodi. He alfo recom-
mended to them, either to deliver up or expel
the man who had, by encouraging their fchemes,
projected their ruin, They fent evafive anfwers
to thefe demands; and continued their prepara-
tions for war. :

The fudden arrival of the emperor with fuch a
great force, was, howeyer, premature for the
affairs of Lodi. He had not yet been able to
unite the armies of his allies, nor to raife a fuf-
ficient force of his own. The terror of the Im-
perial army had made each prince unwilling to
quit his own dominions, left they fhould become
the theatre of invafion and war. They faw the
ftorm gathering, but they knew not where it was
to fall: and when they were afraid of all quarters,
they took no effeGtual means for the defence of
any. ‘They were befides divided in their councils,
Ancient jealoufies and recent injuries were re-
membered, when the good of theiwhole was for-
got. Diftruft prevailed, indecifien and terror
followed ; and the unfortunate Lodi, in fpite of
his adtivity, his zcal and abilities, found but{mall
ground on which he could reft his hopes.
~ The emperor, in the mean time, was piqued
at the inattention which princes, whom he con-
fidered as tributaries, had fhewn to his embafly,
He refolved upon revenge. The Nizam, as be-
ing the firft who had received Lodi under his

protettion, was the firlt object of his refentment.

He raifed Eradit, the governor of Chandeith, to
the title of Azim Chan, and fubmitted an army
of twenty-five thoufand men to his command.
The force was not judged fufficient for the reduc-
tion of the Nizam ; but the emperor would not
truft Eradit with the abfolute command of a more
numerous army. He fell upon the expedient of
' ' 5 detaching
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detaching two other armies, confiting each of a.n,
fourteen thoufand horfe, under the feparate com- 163
mands of. Raja Gop. Singh and Shaifta Ghan. [o,s
Thefe two generals were to aft in conjundiion N~
with Eradit, but they were not abfolutely under

his orders. The three armies began their march

from the capital of Chandeifh, about the vernal
equinox of the 1631 of the Chrillian Jira, and _
took the rout of Dowlatabid.

The emperor, in_the mean time, remained at a-nies
Brampour. - Forces from various quarters crowd- el
ed daily into his camp. He detached feven thou- camp,
fand horfe, under Raw, Ruton, toward Tellin:
gana; and as gnany more, under the condult
of Abul Huflein, into the principality of Nafic,
in the mountains of Ballagar. The Rzja of Na-
fic had infulted Shaw Jehan in his exile and mil-
fortunes ; nor did he ever forger an injury which
affeCted his pride. 'The Hindoo, prince. fuffered
for his infolence; his country being, without
mercy, fubjected to fire and {word. The empe-
ror told Huflein at parting : ¢ The Raja of Na-
fic liftened nor to me in my diltrefs; and you
muft teach him how dangerous it is to infult a
man, that may one day: be fovereign of the
world.” The expreflion alluded to his own
name ; but a jeft was unfit for the tragedy which
was acted in the defolated country of Nafic.

‘The firft account of the fuccefs of Shaw Je- Sucefn
han’s arms arrived at Btampour, from Bakir the =)
governor of Oriffa. That province lying conti-
guous to Golconda, Bakir had received orders to
make a diverfion on that fide. He accordingly
had marched awith a confiderable force; and
found the fide of the country neareflt to Orifla
uncovered with troops. He laid fiege to Shudda,
Shikeriit, Chizduar and Berimal, places of great

ftrength in Golconda; and they fell fucceflively
nto
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A.D. into his hands. The news of this fuccels pleafed
;gf'g’ the 'more the lefs'it ‘was expefted. In the
ogo.  dplendour of the other expeditions, that under
v~ Bakir was forgotten; and the emperor fcarce
remembered that he had given orders to the Suba
to invade the enemy, when he heard that he had
penetrated into the heart of their country. Ho-
fiours were heaped upon him; and his meffengers

were leaded with prefents.
Lodi cora- \© "Phouph Lodi had failed in bringing tiie united
TaeT? fateTatUhie a et init the field, he Jled
rates: the councils of the courts of Golconda and Bija-
pour. By reprefenting to them, that* when they
fought one by ‘on¢ all fhould bevovercome, they
fubmitted their armies to his command. He ad-
vanced immediately toward the Imperialifts, and
threw ‘himfelf into 'the paffées of ‘the modntains
before | Eradit,  who made many vain efforts to
penetrate into' Goleonda. A reinforcément of |
nine thoufand men were detached to him from
the Imperial camp. Nothing would “do. His
fituation and abilities enabled Lol 1o counteradt
all his motions ; and he ¢éither Yemained inadtive,
or loft numbers in fraitlefs attempts. © An army,
which pencirated from Guzerat into the countries
on the coaft of Malabar, was not fo’ unfuccefsful.
The flrong fortrefs of ‘Chandwar fell ‘into their
hands; and they fpread their devaflations far and

wide,

Affaisat - 'Shaw Jehin was not in the mean time idle at
©Ht - Brampotir.  Thowgh he direfled all the motions
of 1he armies, he was not forgetful of the civil
governinent of his vaft empire.  “With a jullice
which bordered on feverity, he quafhed all petty
difturbances” through his dominions.” He inquir-
ed mirutely into every department. He heard
all complaints againft his own officers ; and when
the people were aggrieved, he removed them
/ from
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from their employments. = Nor was he, in the a/p.
midft of public bufinefs, negligent of that gran-' 1631
deur and thagnificence which, by 'raifing awe in’ .11?0
his fabjects, gave weight to his commands. He o~
feletted a hundred out of the {ons of the nobility,
who were of the moft diftinguithed merit, and
created them Omrahs in ‘oneday. He gave to
each a golden mace, and they were, by their inc
{titution, always to attend the prefence. They
were all uniformly drefied in embroidered ¢lonths,
with -golden helmets, fwords: inlaid, and fhields
{tudded ~with. gold.  “Wihen the  emperor” rode
abroad, thefle attended: Him, ‘with ‘drawn fabres,
all mounted on fihe Arabiaw horfes. Out of thefe:
he: chofe his officers 5 and when he' fent any of
thein onsfervice;” his place was: inimediately” fup-
plied from another corps who, «though wot digni-
fied with titles, were equipped in the fame man-
ner, onlythat their ormaments were of filver.
"They alfo attended the emperor on horfeback,
‘when he rode abroad. :

Eradit, having defpaired ‘of being able to force An adtion.
the pafles of the mountains where Lodi was pofted
with the army of the confederates, dire&ted his
march dmother way. e was clofe purfued by
Lodi with. twelve thoufand horfe. = That general,
finding: a proper opportunity, attacked the Impe-
rialilts with great vigour, threw them into confu-
fion, and went hear routing the whole army.
Six Quitahs of rank fell -on the Imperial fide;
but Eradit having formed his ‘army in order of
battley«Ladi thought pm‘{)er to give way, and to
fheltershimfelf in - the hills. Eradit took’ advan-
tage of lis retsedt, and hung clofe upon his heels:
—but Lodi had " the addrels not to offer battle,
excepting upon unequal terms on the fide of the
enemy.  He in the mean time haraffed the Tmpe-
rial army with flying fquadrons; cutting off their

CONvoys,
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A.D. convoys, defeating their foraging parties, and
‘lg?g‘: laying walte the country in their rear. Nor was
roao. the expedition under Raw Ruton into Tellingana
“e—— attended with more fuccefs than that under Era-
dit.. The general was inattive, and the army
weak. Raw Ruton was recalled, and difgraced
for his inactivity ; and Nazir Chan took the com-

mand of the Imperial troops in Tellingana.
Afgans The alive {pirit of Lodi was not confined to
repulfed.  the operations of the field. No ftranger to the
fuperior power of the emperor, he armed againft
him, by his emiffaries, the Afgans of the north.
They iffued from their hills to make a diverfion
on that fide. They were led by Kemnal, the
chief of the Rohilla tribe; and they entered Pun,
jab, with a numerous but irregular army.  The
projett failed. The emperor defpifed too much
the depredatory incurfion of naked barbarians,
to be frightened by them from his main object.
He contented himfelf with fending orders to the
governors of the adjacent provinces. to repel the
invaders. The Afgans accordingly were oppoled,
' defeated, and driven with little lofs on the fide
of the empir:, to fhelter themfelves in. their na-
tive ‘hills. ' The proje& of Lodi, though well

planned, fell thort of the intended effect.

Fradit fu- . The flow progrefs made by Eradit, againft
prieded the conduét and abilities of Lodi, induced the:
mand of emperor to think of fuperfeding him in his com-
the army. mand. '+ He had promifed to himfelf fuccefs, from
the great fuperiority of his army in point of num-
bers, and the difappointment fell heavy on his
ambition and pride. To place himfelf at the
head of the expedition, was beneath his dignity ;
and his prefence was otherwife neceflary at Bram-
pour, as.the place moft centrical for conveying
his orders to the different armies in the field.
Befides, the civil bufinefs of the flate, the folid
regulation
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regulation of which he had much at heart, re- A.D.

quired his attention and application. He there-
fore refolved to fend his vifier Afiph into the
field. His name was great in the empire; and
his abilities in war were, at lealt, equal to his
talent for managing the affairs of peace.

SHAW
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The Vifier commands the army—Defeat of the con-
federates—Flight, misfortunes, and death of Lodi
—Pragrefs of the war in the Decan—Death of
the favourite Sultana—A faminc—Peace in the
Decan—Emperor returns to Agra—Perfecution
of Idolaters—War with the Portugueze—Their
fadlory taken—Raja of Bundela reduced. and
Sflain—Marriages of the princes Dara and Sua
—War in the Decan—Goiconda reduced—Death
of Mobibet—Ajfairs at court.

A D. "[‘ : ; !
1631, HE vifier, in obedience to the emperor’s or-

g’ﬁ -ders, fet out from Brampour on the nineteenth
\—r— of November, with a%lendid retinue, together
viger  With a reinforcement of ten thoufand borfe. He
takes the  took the command of the army upon his arrival
command D . . B
of the ar. in the mountains, and Eradit remained as his
oy, lieutenant ; the emperor diftrulting more the abi-

lities than the courage and fidelity of that Omrah.
The name of Afiph, at the head of the army,
ftruck the confederates with a panic. ‘They were
no ftrangers to his fame; and they began to be
conquered in their own minds. They reflolved
to retreat from their advantageous poft. Lodi
remonftrated in vain, They bad taken their re- |

folution,
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folution, and would not hear him. Ris haughty A D!
fpirit was difgulted at their cowardice. Several 163
nobles, formerly his friends, had joined him in f:fo
his misfortunes, with their retinues. They ad- ———~v
hered to his opinion, and rafolved to ftand by

his fide, They took poffeflion of advantageons
ground ; and they engaged the vifier with great
refolution and conduét. The battle was long
equal: numbers at lalt prevailed. Lodi and his
brave friend Diria Chan covered the rétreat of
their party, whillt they themfelves flowly retired.

The field of action and the pafles of the ‘moun-

tains remained to the vifier, who immediately
detached a great part of the army under his lieu-
tenant Eradit to Dowlatabid.

The Nizam, being advanced in, years, was un- The Ni-
fit for the fatigues of the field. He had remain- 507"
. ed in his capital ; but as foon ashe heard of the terms.
_approach of Eradit, he evacuated the city, and
fhut him[elf up in the citadel, which was thought
impregnable. Lodi, after his defeat, made the
beft of his way to Dowlatabad, with an intention
of throwing himfelf into that capital, to defend
it to the laft extremity. e was too late by fome
hours : Eradit was in the city. He fled, and
took poffeflion of a pafs near Dowlatabad, where
he defended himfelf till night, againft the whole
force of the Imperialifts. He efcaped in the dartk,
and wandered over Golconda. Thearmy ‘of the
Nizam had, by this time, thrown themfelves into
the fortrefles, and the open country was ‘ovér-run
by the enemy. To complete the misforttnes of
that prince, his nobles daily deferted him, with
their adherents, and joined Shaw Jehan. He
began ferioufly to think of peace, and difpatched
ambaffadors both to the emperor,and to the
vifier. . A

The
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A.D. The emperor had given inftrutions to Afiph
;:;11: to liften to no terms, without a preliminary arti-
vos0. cle, that Lodi fhould be delivered into his hands.
“~——~ The affairs of the Nizam were defperate ; and
Blight, - Lodi was afraid that neceflity would get the better
of friendfhip. He now confidered his allies as his
greateft enemies, and he refolved to fly from Gol-
conda. The emperor had forefeen what was to
happen, and he placed ftrong detachments in all
the pafles of the mountains. Notwith{tanding
this precaution, in fpite of the general orders for
feizing him difperfed over the country, Lodi forced
his way, with four hundred men, into Malava,,
and arrived at'the city of Ugein. Shaw Jehin
was no fooner apprifed of his efcape, than he fent
Abdalla in purfuit of him with ten thoufand horfe.
Abdalla came up with the fugitive at Ugein, but
he elcaped to Debalpour ; and being alfo driven
from that place, he furprifed Sirong, where he
feized feveral Imperial elephants; and with thefe

he took tine route of Bundela.
misfor- Misfortune purfued Lodi wherever he went.
%% The Raja’s fon, to gain the emperor’s favour, fell
upon him., In the aftion he loft many of his
beft friends. Diria was the firt who fell ; and
the unfortunate . Lodi gave up his foul to grief.
Hefled; but it wasto accumulated mifery. He
fell in, the very next day, with the army of Ab-
dalla < “there fcarce was time for flight. His eld-
eft fon, Mahommed Aziz, ftopt, with a few
friends, in a narrow part of the road; and de-
voring their lives for the fafety of Lodi, were cut
off to a man. He waited half the night ona
necighbouring hill, with awvain expeftation of the
return of his gallant fon. All was filent; and
the unhappy father was diffolved in tears. The
noife of .arms approached at laft ; but it was the
enemy, recent from the flaughter of his fon and
: his
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his friends. - He fled toward Callenger ; but Seid * a.p.
Amud, the governor of that place, marched out 163!
againft him. A fkirmifh enfued: Lodi was defeat- = ycqr.
ed ; Huffein, the only fon left to him, was flain, and =~
his adherents were now reduced to thirty horfe-
~men. He was purfued with fuch vehemence, that

he had not even time for defpair.
Abdalla, hearing of the low ebbof Lodi’s for- and death
tune, divided his army into fmall parties, to feour °f 1045
the country. A detachment under Muziffer Chan
fell in with the unfortunate fugitive. When he
faw the enemy at a {mall diftance, he called toge-
- ther his thirty followers. ¢ Misfortune,” faid he,
¢ has devoted me to ruin : it is in vain to {truggle
“ longer againft the f{tream. *1 have loft my
¢ fons ; but your attachment, in the laft extreme,
¢ tells me I have not loft all my friends. T only
‘¢ remain of my family, butlet 'me not involve
¢ you in the deftruction which overwhelms me
¢ without refource. Your radherence is a proof
¢¢ that I have conferred favours upon you : per-
¢ mit me to atk one favour in my turn. Itis
¢¢ —that you leave me—and fave yourfelves by
« flight.”” They burft all into tears, and told
him, that was the only command from him whieh "
they could not obey. He was filent, and gave :
the fignal with his fword to advance. Muzifter
was aftonithed when he faw thirty men marching
up againft his numerous detachment. He ima-
gined they were coming to furrender themfelves.
But when they had come near his line, they put
their horfes on a gallop, and Muziffer ordered
his men to fire. A ball pierced Lodi through
the left brealt; he fell dead at the feet of his
horfe, and his thirty faithful companions were
cut off to a man. Thid

Such was the end of Chan Jehan Lodi, after a Hi‘{ cha-
feries of uncommon misfortunes: He was de- ™"

Vor. IIL S fcended
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A:D. | feended of the Imperial family of Lodi, who held
193+ . the fceptre of India before the Moguls. His
g ; . ¢
ro41. - mind ‘was as high as his defcent: his courage
v~ was equal to his' ambition. He was fall of ho-
~nour, and generous in the estreme. ‘His pride
prevented him from ever gaining an enemy, and
he never loft a.friend. = The attachment of his
followers to his perfon, is the beft eulogy on the
benevolence of his mind ; and the fears of the
emperor are irrefragable proofs of his abilities.
Thofe misfortunes, therefore, which might have
excited pity had they fallen upon: others, drew
admiration only on Lodi. We feel compafiion
for the weak:y great men are a match for adver-
fity : the conteft is equal, and we yield to no
emotion but furprize.

Negocia- ‘When the news of the death of Lodi arrived
e "% in the Imperial camp, Shaw Jehén betrayed every

fymptom of joy." The head of the unfortunate
rebel was placed above one of the' gates of the
city of Brampourt  Abdalla was carefled for his
fervices. Valuable prefents were given him, and

. he was dignified with the fplendid title of, Tre
480N oF OMRAHS, AND THE VICTORIOUS IN WAR,
- Muziffer, whofe fortune it was to kill Lodi, was
~#41(éd to the dignity of the deceafed, being af-
sterwards diftinguifhed by the name of Chan Je-
. hén. ‘I'he negociations for the re-eftablifhment
of peace between the emperor and the confederate
prinees of the Decan, was, in:the ‘mean time,
broke off by the too great demands ‘on the part
sof Shaw Jehan. ‘Hollilities were accordingly
recommenced, and Eradit was left in the com-
mand of the army ; the public bufinefs demand-
ing the prefence of the vifier at court. The con-
federates had, as has been already: ebferved, re-
tired from ‘the field into their firong holds. The
war was conv erted into a fucceffion of fieges. The
fortrefles were firong, the garrilons ‘detérmined,
and



and the Imperialifts unfkilful; but the emperor A, p.
was obftinate, and would not abate from his fisft 1631
demands. The confequence was, that Shaw Je- Iéf.',
han, after a war of two years, in which he loft ——~—~~
multitudes of men by famine, dileale, and the
fword; and after having expended prodigious
treafures, found himfelf poffefied of a few forts,

bis army tired out with ineffeclual hoftilities, and

the enemy diftrefled, but not vanquithed.

A minute detail of unimportant campaigns Progrefsof
would be tedious and dry. Unintereiting par- S e
ticulars and events fcarce {tamp a {ufficient value
on time, to merit the pen of the hitorian. In
the fummer of 1631, Damawir, the ftrongeft
fort in Golconda was taken. In the beginning of
the year 1632, Candumir in Tellingana, which
was deemed 1mpregnable, feil into the hands of
the Imperialifts. Little treafure was found in
either. The Patan princes never had a difpofition
for hoarding up wealth. A fierce, warlike, and
independent race of men, they valued the hard
tempered fteel of their fwords more than gold and
filver, which the reft of mankind fo much prize.

On the eighteenth day of July, 1631, died in Death and
child-bed, about two hours after the birth:of a i,
princefs, the favourite Sultana, Arjemund Banu, tana.
the daughter of Afiph Jah. She had been twen-
ty years married to Shaw Jehén, and bore bim a
child almoft every year.  Four fons and four
daughters furvived her. When her hufband al-
cended the throne, he dignified her with the title
'of Mum:aza Zemani, or, THE MOST EXALTED
oF THE AGE. Though fhe feldom interfered in
public affairs, Shaw Jehdn owed the empire to
her influence with her father.w Nor was he
ungrateful : he loved her living, and lamented
her when dead. Calm, engaging, and mild
in her difpofition, fhe engroffed his whole

S 2 affection :
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- A.D. affe@tion: and though he maintained a number
1331 of women for ftate, they were only the flaves of
.oﬁ', her pleafure. She was fuch an enthufiaft in Deifm,

=~ that fhe fcarce could forbear perfecuting the Por-

tuguefe for their fuppofed idolatry ; and it was
only on what concerned that nation, fhe fuffered
her temper, which was naturally placid, to be
ruffled. To exprefs his refpeét for her memory,
the emperor raifed, at Agra, a tomb to her name,
which coft in building the amazing fum of feven
hundred and fifty thoufand pounds. :

Public ca-  The death of the Sultana was followed by pub-

amities:  lic calamities of various kinds. The war in the

Decan produced nothing but the defolation of
that country. An extraordinary drought, which
burnt up all vegetables, dried up the rivers, and
rent the very ground, occafioned a dreadful fa-
mine. The Imperial camp could not be fupplied
with provifions: diftrefs prevailed over the whole
face of the empire.  Shaw Jehan remitted the taxes
in many of the provinces, to the amount of three
millions fterling ; he even opened the treafury for
the relief of the poor ; but money could not pur-
chafe bread : a prodigious mortality enfued ; dif-
eafe followed clofe on the heels of famine, and
death ravaged every corner of India. The fcar-
city of provifions prevailed in Perfia : the famine
raged with {till greater violence in the Weltern
Tartary. No rain bad fallen for feven years in
that country.  Populous and flourithing provinces
were converted into folitudes and defarts ; and a
few, who efcaped the general calamity, wandered
through depopulated cities alone. .

The con- — But as if famine and difeafe were not fufficient
fderates to deftroy mankind, Afiph Jah, who had refumed
peace.  the command of 'the army, affifted them with the

fword. e trod down the fcanty harveft in the
Decan;
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Decan ; and ravaged with fire and fword the a.p.
kingdom of Bijapour. Adil Shaw, the fovereign 153
of the country, came into terms when nothing :Fi;;,'.
was left worthy of defence. He promifed to pay “——
an annual tribute to the houfe of Timur, and

to own himfelf adependant on the empire. Mo-

ney was extorted from the Nizam, and from
Kuttub, prince of Tellingana, The conditions
were, That the emperor fhould remove his army;

but that he thould retain, by way of fecurity for
their future behaviour, the ftrong holds which

had fallen into his hands. Such was the end of a

war, begun from motives of conqueft, and con-
tinued through pride. The emperor, after
fquandering a great treafure, and lofing a multi-

tude of men, fat down without extending his
limits, without acquiring reputation. His great
fuperiority in point of ftrength, when compared

to the fmall force of the confederates, prevented
battles which might yield him renown. He walt-

ed his ftrength on fieges, and had to contend
with greater evils than the fwords of the enemy.

He, however, humbled the Paran power in India,
which, during the diftractions occafioned by his

own rebellion in the preceding reign, had become
formidable to the family of Timur.

The emperor returned not to Agra, from the Retun of
unprofitable war in the Decan, till the feveath of ;1 PRl
March of the year 1633. Eradit was left in Agra.
the city of Brampour, in his former office of
governor of Chandeifh. He, however, did not
long continue to execute the duties of a commif-
fion which was the greateft the emperor could be-
ftow. The command of the army ftationed on
the frontiers of the Decan, had been annexed to
the fubathip of the province; and though Shaw
Jehan was in no great terror of Eradit’s abilities,

he, at that time, placed no truft in his fidelity.
T The
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A.D. Thecommand and the province were offered to
ifi-i;‘ the vifier ; who was alarmed left it might be a pre-
ro43.  tence of removing him from the prefence. He
=~ covered his diflike to the meafure with an al&t of
generofity. ~ He recommended Mohabet to the
office’ deftined for himfelf; and the emperor,
though, from a jealoufy of that lord’s reputation,
he had kept him during the war in the command
of the army near Brampour, confented to grant
his requeft. He, however, infinuated to Moha-
bet, thathe could not fpare him from his councils;
and, therefore, recommended to him to appoint
his fon Chan Ziman bis deputy, in the province

of Chandeilh.
Perfeca- ~The emperor had obferved, that during the
Hindoos, diftrefs occafioned by the late famine, the fuper-
ftitious Hindoos, inftead of cultivating their lands,
flew to the fhrines of their gods. Though nei-
ther an enthufialt, nor even attached to any fyftem
of religion, he was enraged at their negle@ of
the means of fubfiftence, for the uncertain relief
to be obtained by prayer. ¢ They havea thou.
fand gods,” faid he, ¢ yet the thoufand have not
been able to guard them from famine. This army
of divinities,” continued he, ¢ inftead of being
beneficial to their votaries, diftra& their attention
by their own numbers; and 1 am therzfore de-
termined to expel them from my empire.” Thele
wcre the words of Shaw Jehan, when he figned
an edict for breaking down the idols, and for
demolithing the temples of the Hindoos. The
mealure was umpolitic, and, in the event, cruel.
The zealous followers of the Brahmin religion
rofe 1n defence of their gods, and many enthu-
fialts were maffacred in their prefence. Shaw
Jehan faw the impropricty of the perlecution ; he
recalled the edict, and was heard to fay, ¢ That
a prince who wilhes to have fubjeéts, muft take
them
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them with all the trumpery and bawbles of their
religion.”” '
Soon after this infult on ‘the fuperftition of

153

A D.
1533,
[-ug_.
1044.

Brahma, letters were received at court from Cafim >~

Chan, governor of Bengal. Cafim complained
to the emperor, that he was very much difturbed
in the duties of his office by a parcel of European
idolaters, for fo he called the Portugueze, who
had been permitted to eftablith themfelves at Hug-
ley, for the purpofes of trade; that, inftead of
confining their attention to the bufinels of mer-
chants, they had fortified themfelves in that
place, and were become fo infolent, that they com-
mitted many aéts of violenceupon the fubjects
of the empire, and prefumed to exat duties from
all the boats and veflels which pafled by their fort.
The emperor wrote him in. the following laconic
manner: ¢ Expel thefe idolaters from my domi-
nions.”  The feverity of this order proceeded
from another caufe.

When Shaw Jehén, after the battle at the Nir-
bidda, found himfelf obliged to take refuge in
the eaftern provinces, he paffed through Orixa
into Bengal. When hearrived in the neighbour-
hood of Dacca, Michael Rodriguez, who com-
manded the Portugueze forces at Hugley, paid
hima vifit of ceremony. Shaw Jehdn, aiter the
firft compliments were OVEr, requefted the aflilt-
ance of Rodriguez, with his foldiers and artillery ;
making large promifes of favour and emolument,
fhould he 'himfelf ever come to the pofleffion of
the throne of Hindoftan. The governor faw the
defperate condition of the prince’s aﬁ'air_s, and
would not grant his requelt. He had the impru-
dence to add inful¢ to his refufal, by infinuating,
that he would be afhamed of [erving under a rebel,
who had wantonly taken up arms again(t' his fa-

ther and fovereign. ~Shaw Jehdn was filent; blut
e
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han.
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A.D. he laid up the farcafm in his mind. He, there-
103 fore, liltened with ardour to the reprefentations
1044. of Cafim ; and ordered him to invelt Hugley.
b~ Caflim, in confequence of Imperial orders, ap-
taEEny peared with an army before the Portugueze fa&to-
aflault. " yy. " Their force was not fufficient to face him
in the field; and he immediately made his ap-
proaches in form. A breach was made, and the
ditch filled up in a few days; and the Imperialifts
carried the place by affault. The Portugueze,
however, behaved with bravery. They continued
to fight from their houfes. Many were killed,
and the living propofed terms. They offered half
their effefts to Cafim ; they promifed to pay an
annual tribute of four lacks, upon condition that
they fhould be permirted to remain in the country,
in their former privileges of trade. The viftor
would liften to no terms until they laid down their
arms.  Three thoufand fouls fell into his hands.
Their lives were fpared ; but the -images, which
had given fo much offence to the favourite Sulta-
na, were broken down and deftroyed. Thefe
were the firlt hoftilities againft Europeans re-
corded in the hiftories of the Eaft.
Revole of  The petty war with the Portugueze, was fuc-
O o ceeded by the fecond revolt of the Raja of Bun-
la. dela. Theterms impofed upon him at the reduéti-
on of his country by Mohabet, were too fevere ;
and he only had remained quiet to prepare for
another effort againft the lmperial power. Au-
rungzebe, the third fon of the emperor, was fent
againft him, under the tuition of Nuferit, the
Suba of Malava. This was the firft opportunity
given to that young lion of rioting inblood. The
Raja, though much inferior in force, was obft-
nate and brave. Poflefled of many {trong holds,
he reflolved to fland upon the defenfive, againft an
enemy whom heicould not, with any affurance of

victory,
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viGtory, face in the field. The war was pro- A.D.
traéted for two years. Judger Singh maintained ']313
every poft to the laft; and he yielded in one mﬁ:
place, only to retire with accumulated fortitude v~/
to another. Aurungzébe, though but thirteen

years of age, difplayed that martial intrepidity

which diftinguithed the reft of his life. He

could mot, by the influence of Nuferit, be re-
ftrained in the camp: he was prefent in every
danger, and fhewed an elevation of mind in the

time of attion, which proved that he was born

for tumult and war.

The laft place which remained to the Raja was nis mit-

his capital city ; and in this he was clofely befieged. forunes
He was hemmed in on every fide by the Imperial sl
army ; and the circle grew narrower every day.
Refolution was at laft converted into defpair.
His braveft foldiers were cut off: his friends had
gradually fallen.  The helplels part of his family,
his women and children, remained. He propoled
terms ; but his fortunes were too low to obtain
them. To leave them to the enemy, would be
dithonourable ; to remain himfelf, certain death
to him, but no relief tosthem. He fet fire to
the town; and he efcaped through the flames
which overwhelmed his family. A few horfemen
were the companions of his flight; and Nuferit
followed clofe on their heels for two hundred
miles. The Raja at laft croflfed the Nirbidda,
and penetrated into the country of Canduana.

‘The unfortunate prince was, at length, over. and death.
come with fatigue. He came*into a foreft, and
finding a pleafant plain in the middle, he refolved
to halt; dreaming of no danger in the center of
an impetvious wood. Both he and his followers
alighted, and, tying their horfes to trees, betook
themfelves to reft. A barbarous race of men
poflefled the country round. They had not fein

tae
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the Ruja’s troop, but the neighing of his horfes
led fome of them to the fpot. Looking from the
thicket into the narrow plain where the fugitives
lay, they perceived, to their aftonithment, a
number of men richly drefled, fleeping on the
ground; and fine horfes ftanding near, with fur-
niture of filver and gold. The temptation was too
great to be withftood by men who had never feen
fo much wealth before. They rufhed upon the
ftrangers ; and ftabbed themin their fleep. While
they were yet dividing the fpoil, Nuferit came.
The robbers were flain ; and the head of the Raja
was brought back to the army, which Nulerit
had left under the command of Aurungzébe. In
the vaults of the Raja’s palace were found to the
value of three millions in filver coin, in gold,
and in jewels, which Aurungzébe laid at the feet
of his father, as the firlt fruit of his vitories.
He was received with uncommon demontitrations
of joy ; and Nuferit, for his fervices, was raifed
toa higher rank of nobility.

During thefe tranfaétions, all remained quiet
at court. The emperor applied to public bufinefs ;
nor was he forgetful of plealure. Though dur-
ing the life of the Sultana, his affetions were
confined to her alone, he became diflolute after her
deceafe. The vaft number of women whom he kept
for ftate in his haram, had among them many
enchanting beauties. ' He wandered from one
charming objeft to another, without fixing his
mind on any; and enjoyed their converfation,
without being the dupe of their art.  The daugh-
ter of his brother Purvez was now grown into
marriageable years ; and he gave her to wife to
his eldeft fon Dara, whom he deftined for the
throne. Suja, his fecond fon, was at the fame
time married to the daughter of Ruftum Suffavi,
of the royal line of Perfia, The ceremonieﬁ ?f

thele
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thefe two marriages were attended with uncom- a p.
mon pomp and feftivity : eight hundred and fe- 163
venty-five thoufand pounds were expended out of joi.
the public treafury alone ; and the nobles con. ‘=~
tended with one another in expenfive entertain-

ments and fhews.

Though the jealoufy of the emperor prevented Mohabe
Mohabet for fome time from taking upon himfelf I,
the Subafhip of Chandeifh, and command of the
army on the frontiers, that lord was at lalt per-
mitted to retire to his' government. His active
genius could not remain idle long. Diflatisfied
with the conduct of his predeceflor Eradit, who
had carried on the late unfuccelsful war in the
Decan, he found means of renewing hoftilities
with the Nizdm: He led accordingly the Impe-
rial army into the kingdom of Goiconda. The
Nizam was no match for that able general in the
field, and he fthut himfelf wp in the citadel of
Dowlatabad. Mobabet iat down before it; but
for the [pace of fix months he could make little
impreflion upon it ; from it, uncommon firength
and f{ituation. :

The citadel of Dowlatabad is built on a folid Takes
rock, almoft perpendicular on every fide, which Do
rifes one hundred and forty yards above the plain.

The circumference of the outermoft wall is five
thoufand yards ; the thicknefs, at the foundation,
five; the height fifteen. The fpace within is divided
into nine fortifications, feparated by (trong walls,
rifing gradually above one another toward the
center, by which means each commands that
which is next to it beneath. The entrance is by
a fubterraneous paflage cut from the level of the
plain, which rifes into the centre of the inner
fort, by a winding ftair-cale. On the outfide,
the entrance is fecured with iron gates; the top
of the ftair-cafe is covered with a mafly grate, on
which a large fire is kept during a fiege. But

the
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the ftrength of Dowlatabad was not proof againft
treachery. Fatté, the fon of Maleck Amber, who
was the governor, fold it to Mohabet for a fum

“—~ of money, and an annual penfion of twenty-five

The Ni-
Zam con-
fined.

Suja fent
to the De-
can,

thoufand pounds, fecured on the Imperial trea-
fury.

'jI,'he old Nizam was dead before the treachery
of Fatté had delivered up the impregnable fortrefs
of Dowlatabad to Mohabet. An infant fucceeded
him ; and VFattl chofe to make terms for himfelf,
under the uncertainty of the young prince’s for-
tunes. The delivery of the Nizim into the hands
of the Imperial general, was one of the conditions
impofed on Fatt¢ for the bribe which he received.
The prince was carried to Agra. He was treated
with apparent refpeét and kindnefs by the empe-
ror; but it was dangerous to permit him to re-
main at large. He was ordered into confinement
in the caftle of Gualiar; with an attendance of
women and fervants to alleviate his captivity.
His dominions, in the mean time, were annexed
to the empire; and Mohabet, with his wonted
abilities, eftablifhed the form of government, by
which the new province was to be, for the future,
regulated.

The animofity and jealoufy which broke out
afterwards among the princes, the four fons of
Shaw Jehan, made their firlt appearance at this
time. Aurungzébe, who fhewed a courage and
underftanding beyond his years, was in great fa-
vour with the emperor. He delighted to encou-
rage him in the martial exercifes, which the
prince ardently loved; and though he did not
abate in his regard for his other fons, they re-
pined at the preference given to Aurungzébe.
A feat which that prince performed on his birth-
day, when he entered his fifteenth year, ftrength-
ened his intereft in his father's affeétions. He

37 fought
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-fought on horfeback againft an elephant, in the a. p.
prefence of the emperor and the whole court; 633
and by his dexterity killed that enormous animal. ?o'f{.
The whole empire rung with his praile; and the ~———
attion was celebrated in verfe by Saib Selim,

the beft poet of the age. The prince Suja, natu-

rally high-fpirited and jealous, fhewed violent

figns of difcontent at the preference given to Au-
rungzébe. He began to look upon his younger
brother as defigned for the throne; and his
haughty mind could not endure the thought.

He wifhed to be abfent from a fcene which gave

him uneafinefs ; and he prevailed on Mohabet to

write to the emperor, requefting that he fhould

be fent to him to the Decan. Shaw Jehan con-
fented. Suja was created an Omrah of five thou-

fand horfe; and, having received fixty thoufand
pounds for his expences from the treafury, he

took leave of his father.

Dara, the Imperial prince, highly refented the jealoufy
honours conferred on Suja.- He himfelf had hi- °f P&
therto remained at court, without either office or
eftablithment. He complained to his father with
great vehemence ; and the latter endeavoured to
footh his fon, by infinuating, that from his great
affection for him, he could not permit him to
take the field; and that, in the palace, there
was no need of the parade of a military command.

Dara would not be fatisfied with thefe reafons;
and the emperor, to make him eafy, gave him
the command of fix thoufand horfe. The prince,
however, could not forget the prior honours of
Suja. He was told that Mohabet defigned that
prince for the throne; and there were fome
grounds for fufpicion on that head. Had Shaw
Jehan had a ferious defign of favouring Suja,
he could not have fallen upon more effectual
means of ferving him, than by placing him un-

der
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der the tuition of fo able an officer as Mohabet.
But he had no intention of that kind. He had
fixed on Dara as his fucceflor ; though there was
little policy in bis placing Suja in the channel of
acquiring the favour of ‘the army, a knowledge
of the world, and a fuperior fkill in war. It was
upon thefe grounds, that Dara juftly complained;
and the fequel will fhew, ithat he judged better
than his father -of the confequences.

On the fifth of April, 1634, the emperor
marched from Agra toward Lahore. He moved
flowly, taking the diverfion .of hunting in all the
forefls on the way. He himfelf was an exccllent
fportfman ; and the writer of his life relates, that
he fhot forty deer with his own hand, before he
reached Delhi. In that cityv he remained a few
days; and then proceeded to Lahore, where he
arrived after a journey of more than a month.
The governors of the northern provinces met
the emperor near the city; and, with thefe and
his own retinue, Shaw Jehan went with great
pomp to vifit the tomb of his father. He dil-
tinguifhed, by peculiar attention and alts of fa-
vour, Mirza Bakir and Sheich Beloli, two learned
men, who refided at Lahore; and, having made
a confiderable prefent to the Fakiers, who kept
up the perpetual lamp in his father’s tomb, he
fet out for the kingdom of Cafhmire, on the
limits of which be arrived on the thirteenth of
June. Pleafure was his only bufinefs to Cafh-
niire. He relaxed his mind from public affairs
for fome days, and amuled himfelf with' viewing
the curious fprings, ‘the cafcades, the hanging
woods, and the lakes, which diverfify the de-
lightful and romantic face of that beautiful coun-
try. His proprefs was celebrated in verfe by
Mahommed Jan: but his care for the ftate foon
brought him back to Lahore.

The
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The Prince Suja arrived in the Imperial army A.D.

in the Decan, while Mohéabet was yet fettling bk
the affairs of the conquered dominions of the 1044,
Nizim. The general received him with all the >~
diftinétion due to his birth, and foon after put Sujare-
his troops in motion toward Tellingana. Fhe
enemy forfook the field, and betook themfelves
to their firong holds. Mohébet fat down before
Bizida; but the garrifon defended the place
with fuch obftinacy, that the Imperialifts made
little progrefs. The warm valour of Suja could
not brook delay. He attributed to the inaltivity
of Mohabet, what proceeded from the bravery
of the enemy, and the ftrength of the place.
He raifed by his murmuring a diffenfion between
the officers of the army. Mohabet remonftrat-
ed againft the behaviour of Suja; and gave him
to underftand, that he himfelf, and not the
prince, commanded the troops. Suja was obfti-
nate. Mohabet fent exprefles to court, and the
prince was recalled. He was enraged beyond
mealure at this indignity : butit was prudent to
obey. He left the camp; and Mohabet, fal-
ling fick, was obliged to raife the fiege. He
returned to Brampour ; and his diforder having
increafed in the march, put a period to his life
in a very advanced age.

Mohébet was one of the moft extraordinary Death and
charaéters that ever figured in India. Severe in Chamars)
difpofition, haughty in command, rigid in the bet, ;
execution of his orders, he was feared and re-
fpected, but never beloved by an indolent and ef-
feminate race of men. In condut he was un-
rivalled, in courage he had few equals, and
none in fuccefs. In the field he was active, dar-
ing and intrepid, always in perfelt poffeflion of
his own mind. His abilities feemed to rife with

the occafion ; and Fortune could prefent nothing
: in
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in battle which his prudence had not forefeen.
In his political charaéter, he was bold in his re- .
folves, active and determined in execution. = As

=~~~ his own foul was above fear, he was an enemy

to cruelty ; and he was fo honeft himfelf, that he
feldom fufpetted others. = His demeanor was lofty

and referved; his ‘manner full of dignity and

Anecdotes

grace: he was generous andalWways fincere. He
attempted high and arduous things, rather from
a love of danger than from ambition; and when
he had attained the fummit of greatnefs, and
might have refted there, he defcended the pre-
cipice, - becaufe it gas full of peril: -~ Jehangire
owed twice to him his throne ; once to his valour,
and once to his mederation; and his name  gave
the empire to Shaw Jehin, -more than the friend-
thip of Afiph Jah. it apby dietioel
Notwithftanding the great abilities of Mohi-
bet, he feemed to be fenfible of his own merit,
and confcious of his importance in the ftate. He
was punttilious about rank ; and would upon no
occafion give place.to thevifier; who  would not
relinquifh the precedence which he derived from
bis high office. The difpute was carried fo high
between thefe two great men in. the: beginning
of the reign of Shaw, Jehin, that it was agreed
they thould not come to court on the fame day.
The emperor did not chufe to interfere in the
conteft: they were.both his-benefaétors, both
were powerful 'in the ftate’;” and it would not be
prudent to difoblige one, by giving preference
to the claims of the other. He, however, was
at laft prevailed upon to decide.in favour of
Afiph: And he made his excufe to Mohabet,
by faying, < That in all civilized governments
the fword fhould yield to the pen.””  Mohabet
fubmitted ; but -he avoided ever after, as much

as
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as poffible, the ceremony of appearing publicly A, ».
in the prefence ot the emperor. =+ 1635,

Thefe difputes; though they did not break .1;;‘;
out-into’ an open rupture between the vifier and ~——
Mohabet, were the fource of a coldnefs between joneemive
them., Shaw Jehin was at no pains to reconcile he
them. He was unwilling to throw the influence
; : 3 nnel ; and by alternately fa- .
vouring each, he Kept alive their jealoufy. Mo-
habet, had a numneérous party:at court; and they
had once almo®. ruined the power of Afiph by .
recommending hiay to the emperor,  as the only
fit man for fetling the affairs @f the Decan.™ His
commiffion was ordered without his knowledge ;
but he fell upon  means of turning the artillery
of the enemy upon themfclves. He perfuaded
the emperor that Mohabet onlyswas fitito con-
du& the war; at the fame time that he made a
merit with that general, of transferring to him
a government the molft lucrative and important
in the empire,

The emperor, upon the death of Mohabet, fe- Embafly
parated the command of the army from the go- B 5
vernmentmf;ﬂ Decatr. . Illam Chan became ge-
neral of thetforces, with the title of paymaiter-
general§ and the Subafhip was conferred on Chan
Ziman, the fon of Mohabet. In the beginning
of January 1635,  Tirbiet Chan returned from
his embafly to Mahommed, prince of Balick,

That lord bad been fent to Mahommed to demand
redrefs for the incurfions of his fubjets into the
northern provinces.  Mahommed excufed the in-
fult, in fubmiffive letters, accompanied with pre-
fents; the molt valuable of which, to a prince
of Shaw Jehén’s amorous difpofition, was the
young and beautiful Malika Shade, the daughter
of Mahommed Sultan, lineally delcended from
Timur. The emperor. received this northern

Vou. IIL. T beauty
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beauty with excefs of joy; and foon forgot the
invafions of the Utfbecsin her charms.

Shaw Jehan, afier his return from Cafhmire,
continued for fome time at Lahore. He left
that city on the 27th of January, and arrived
at Agra on the 23d of March, 1635. Nadira,
the daughter of Purvez, and wife of the Impe-
rial prince Dara, was brought'to bed, on the wa 2
of afon; who received the narﬁégf Soliman She-
ko from his grandfather. Great rejoicings were
made upon the birth of the prince ; and the em-
peror, upon the occafion, mounted a new throne,
formed of folid gold, emboffed with various
figures, and ftudded with precious ftones. The
throne had been feven years in finifhing, and
the expence of the jewels only amounted to
twelve hundred and fifty thoufand pounds of our
money. [t was afterwards diftinguithed by the
name of Tuckt Tadus, or the Peacock T hrone, from
having the figures of two peacocks ftanding be-
hind it with their tails fpread, which were ftud-
ded with jewels of various colours to reprefent
the life. Between the peacécks ftood a parrot
of the ordinary fize, cut out of one, emerald.
The fineft jewel in the throne was a ruby, which
had fallen into the hands of Timur when he plun-
dered Delhi in the year 1398. Jehangire, with
peculiar barbarity, diminithed the beauty and luf-
tre of the ftone, by engraving upon it his own
name and titles ; and when he was reproved for
this piece of vanity by the favourite Sultana, he
replied, ¢ This ftone will perhaps carry my name
down further through time, than the empire of
the houfe of Timur.” ;

The feftival on account of the birth of Soli-
man, was fucceeded by various promofions at
court. Aurungzébe was created an Omrah of
five thoufand horfe; and the vifier was raifed to

the
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the high dignity of captain-general of the Imperial a. p,
forces. Shaw Jehin was not altogether difinte- 1635
refted in conferring this honour on Afiph. He . &
paid him a vifit in his own houfe upon his appoints ‘=’
ment, and received a prefent of five lacks of rou-

pees ; which he immediately added to the fum of

one million and @n half fterlin:, which he laid

out in the courfe of the year on public buildings,

and on canals for bringing water to Agra,

@
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Emperor’s expedition to the Decan—Reduction of that
country— Death of Chan Zimdn—An infurreftion
in Behdr—Quelled—Candabar refiored tothe em-
pire—Invafion from Afjim——Reduction of Tibet—
Oppreffive governors punifhed—Prince Suja nar-
rowly efcapes from the flames of Rajamibil—
An embafly to Conftantinople—Calamities in the
-northern provinces— Death and charalter of Afiph
Fab—Tirbiet punifbed for oppreffion—An inva-
Jion threatened from Perfia—Interrupted by ihe
death of Shaw Sefi.

%55_312.' SHA’W JEHAN, whether moft prompted by
}1:% avarice or by ambition is uncertain, formed a
\w——~ refolution to reduce the Mahommedan fovereign-
The em. ti€s of the Decan into provinces of the Mogul
peror re- empire. The conquefts made by his generals
st . were partial.  They had laid wafte, but had not
Decan.  {ubdued, the country; and when moft fuccefsful,
they impofed contributions rather than a tribute

on theenemy. Even the great abilities of Mo-

habet were not attended with a fuccefs equal to

the fanguine hopes of the emperor; and all his
prolpetts of conqueft vanithed at the death of

that able general.  Shaw Jehin, though addicted

to
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to the enervating pleafures of the haram, was A, p.
rouzed by his ambition to mark his reign with 1636
fome fplendid conqueft; % For it is not Ea;,gs
enough,” he faid, ¢ for a great prince to fend “——~
 only to his pofterity the dominions which he '
¢¢ has received from his fathers.”” The thought

was more magnificent than wife. To improve

the conquelts of .his fathers with true policy,
would be .more ufeful to his polterity, and
more, glorious to himfelf, than to exbauft his
ftrength in violent efforts to extend the limits

of. his empire. He however had determined on

the meafure ; and the advig@ of his molt prudent
Omrahs and counfellors was defpifed.

On the firft of O&ober, 1636, he fet out from He fetsout
Agra . with his ufual pomp and magnificence. grf:“&‘
Dowlatabad was the point to which he direted
his march ; but his progrefs was politically flow.

He had given orders tothe governors of the pro-
vinces to join him with their t%rces as he advanced;
and the diftance of many of them from the in-
tended fcene of action, required time to bring them
to the field. The prince Aurungzébe attended
his father on this expedition, and was highly in
favour. He propofed, with a youthful ardor
which pleafed the emperor, to take a circuit with
thelmperial camp, through the province of Bundela,
to view the ftrong holds which he himfelf, under
the tuition of Nuferit, had fome time before ta-
ken from the unfortunate Judger Singh. The
emperor had not as yet collected a force fufficient
to enfure fuccefs to his arms; and to gain time,
he liftened to the requeft of his fon. The whole
of the year was pafled in premeditated delays,
and in excurfions of hunting ; fo that the empe-
ror did not arrive in the Decan till the latter end
of the rainy feafon of the 1637 of the Chriltian

®ra.
The
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A.D. The Subas of the different provinces had, with
138 their troops, joined the emperor on his march.
,0:5{_ His force was prodigious when he entered the bor-
\e——~ ders of the enemy. On his arrival at Dowlata-
Helays bad, he was able to form twelve different armies,
:‘;_’:;,‘:" which, under twelve leaders, he fent into the
country, kingdoms of Bijapour and Tellingana. The
princes of thecountry had cclieéted their forces,
but they knew not to which quarter they fhould
direét their march. The Imperialifts formed a
circle round them. and war was at once in all
parts of their domipions. The orders of the
€mperor were barba&s and cruel. He fubmit-
ted the open country to fire; and garrifons that
refilted were put to the fword. “ War is an evil,”
he faid; “ and eompaffion contributes only to
render that evil permanent.” The eaftern writers
defcribe the miferies of the Decan in the peculiar
hyperboles of their diction. “ Towns and cities,”
fay they, “ were feen in flames on every fide ; the
hills were thaken with the continual roar of artillery,
and tigers and the wild beafts of the defart fled from
the rage of men.””  One hundred and fifteen towns
and caltles were taken and deftroyed in the courfe
of the year. The emperor fate, in the mean time,
aloft in the citadel of Dowlatabid, and looked
down, with horrid joy, on the tempeft which

he himfelf had raifed around.
which fub.  The devaftations committed by the exprefs or-
e ol ders of the emperor, had at laflt the intended ef-
fe& on the fovereigns of Tellingana and Bija-
pour. Shut up in their flrongeflt forts, they
could not affift their fubje@s, who were either
ruined or maflacred without mercy around them.
They propofed peace in the moft humble and fup-
plicating terms.  Shaw Jeh4n took advantage of
their neceffities, and impofed fevere conditions.
They
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 They were eftablifhed, by commiffion from the a.p.
emperor, as hereditary governors of their own 155
dominions, upon agreeing to givea large annual 0.8,
tribute, the firlt payment of which was to be ~——~
- made at the figning of the treaty. The princes .
befides were to acknowledge the emperor and his
fucceflors lords paramount of the Decan in all
their public deeds, and to defign themfelves,
The humble {ubjects of the empire of the Mo-

uls. }

The treaty being figned and ratified, the em- Emperor

peror left his fon Aurungzébe under the tuition ﬁjﬁi::em
of Chan Ziman, the fon of Mohibet, atthe head
of a confiderable force, tofawe his new fubjeéts.
In the ftrong holds which had fallen into his hands
during the war, he placed garrifons ; and having
left the Decan, took the route of Ajmere. On
the eighth of December, 1638, he arrived in that
city, and vifited the fhrine of Moin ul Dien,
more from a defire to pleafe the fuperftitious
among his courtiers, than from his own devoti-
on. He had not remained longat Ajmere when
the prince Aurungzébe arrived, to celebrate his
nuptials with the daughter of Shaw Nawaz, the
fon of Afiph Jah. The vifier, who had remain-
ed during the war at Agra, to manage the civil
affairs of the empire, came to join the court at
Ajmere, accompanied by Morad, the emperor’s
oungeft fon, and was prefent at the fplendid
feftival held in honour of the marriage of - his
grandfon with his grand-daughter.

Soon after the departure of Aurungzébe from gﬁarhzqf
the army in the Decan, Chan Zimén fell fick and ;i
died. His death was much regretted by the whole
empire. Calm, manly, and generous, he was
efteemed, refpected, and beloved. He was pol-
fefled of all the polite accomplitiments of the
gentleman: he was a brave general, a good

{tatefman,
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A.D. ftatefman, ‘an ‘excellent fcholar, "and a poet.
gf’f_‘ Under his original ‘name ‘of ' Mirza Amani, he
ro48. publithed a colleftion of his poems, which are
~~tillin high repute for their energy and elegance
over all the'Eaft. The emperor was fo fenfible
of the high merit of (han ZimAn, that he fin-
cerely lamented his death, and fpoke much in
his praile in the hall of the prefence, before 'the
whole nobility.  “ We did not mifs,” faid he,
““ the abilities of Mohabet, till we loft his fon.”
Aurungzébe received immediate orders to repair
to the Decan, and to take upon himfelf the fole
command of the Imigerial army, ftationed in the
conquered provinces.

Infurrec- . During thefe tranfadtions in Ajmere, the revolt
fonin BrRRithe Raja of Budgepour happened in the pro-
vince of Behfr, The emperor detached a part
of the army under Abdalla to fupprefs the infar-
reCtion.  Abdalla at the fahe time received a
commiffion to govern Behir in quality of Suba.
He attacked and defeated the 'Rdja on’ his firft
arrival ; and that dnfortunate prince, whofe Iove
of independence had made him overlook his own
wiant of power, was reduced'to the laft extremity.
He fhut himfelf up'in a fortrels which was' invelt-
ed on all fides. * When a breach was ‘made in the
walls, and the orders for the affault were flued,
the Raja came out of his caftle, leading his chil-
dren in his hand. He might have been par-
doned ; but his wife appearing behind him fealed
his doom. She was extremely handfome, and
Abdalla, though old himfelf, wifthed to grace his
haram with a beautiful widow. The unfortunate
Raja, therefore, was put to death on the fpot as

a rebel. :
Candahar  The news of the defeat and death of the’ Raja
;;l‘;,’:}'ff of Budgepour fcarce arrived at court, when Shaw
empire. * Jehan received an’ agrecable piece of intclligfgnce
rom,
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from the northern frontier of the empire. The A.D.
feeble adminiftration of Sefi, who fucceeded Shaw -'-‘[g?fr-
Abas in the throne of Perfia, had thrown the af- 1048
fairs of ‘that kingdom ‘into confafion. Ali Mur- v
dan commanded in the fortrels of Candahar. His
fidelity was fufpeted ; and, befides, he  faw no

end of the troubles which diftratted his- country.

He refolved to fave himfelf from the malice of

his enemies, by delivering the city to the empe-

ror of Hindoftan, from whofe hands it bad been
wrefted by Shaw Abas. A negociation was there-

fore fet on foot by Ali Murdan with Seid Chan,

the governor of Cabul. His terms were only

for himfelf. Seid clofed ‘with him in the name

of his fovereign. “He fent his fon in hafte with

a force to Candahar, which was delivered by Al
Murdan, who fet out immediately to pay his refl-

peds to his new fovereign. ;

Sefi no fooner heard of the treachery of Ali Perfians
Murdan, than he iffued orders for a force to SEye
march from Choraflan to retake Candahar. This
expedition was under the condu& of Seaho6th.
That officer appeared before the city with feven
thoufand horfe ; but Seid, who commanded in
the place, fallied out with an inferior force, and
totally defeated the Perfians, for which fignal
fervice he was raifed, by the name of Ziffer Jung,
to the dignity of fix thoufand horfe. Gulzir,
the governor of Moultan, was removed to Canda-
har; and as a general war with Perlia was appre-
hended, the prince Suja was difpatched with a
great army to the province of Cabul.  Before
Gulzar arrived at his new government, Seid
following his vi€tory over the Perfians, pene-
trated into Sciftan. Buft, Zemindiwir, and other
places fell into his hands; and -all the diftrict

which had formerly been annexed to the govern-
g ment
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ment of Candahar, was reduced to fubjeion by
his arms.
The emperor was fo overjoyed at the recovery

~—~~ of Candahir, that be received Ali Murdan with
Ali Mur- every mark of efteem and gratitude. He was

dan re-
warded.

Invafion
from Af-
fam.

raifed to the rank of fix thoufand horfe, with the
title of captain-general of the Imperial forces, and
invefted with the government of Calhmire. The
fervice he had done was great, but the reward
of treachery was extravagant. Ali, however,

feemed to poffefs abilities equal io any rank.

Bold, provident and ambitious, he grafped at
power ; and wheny he had obtained it, he kept
it during his life by management and intrigue.
His generofity rendered him popular ; and before
his death he is faid to have numbered fixteen
thoufand families of Afgans, Ufbecs, and Moguls,
among his clients and dependants.

The moft remarkable tranfaétion of the year
1638, next to the recovery of Candabar, was an
invafion of the province of Bengal by the Tartars
of Aflim. They rufhed down the river Birram-
puta in armed boats, to where it falls into the
Ganges, below Dacca. They plundered fome of
the northern diftrifts, and made themfelves mal-
ters of feveral fmall forts. Iflam, governor of
Bengal, hearing of the invafion, marched againft
the enemy with all the Imperial troops ftationed
in the province. ‘They had the folly to come to
altion with the Suba, and he gave them a fignal
defeat. Four thoufand were killed on the fpot,
and five hundred armed veflels fell into the hands
of the conqueror. The remaining part of the
invaders fled; and the governor purfued them
into their own country. Fifteen forts, with the
king of Afflam’s fon-in-law, fell into his hands.
The whole province of Cochdgi was reduced;
and he invaded that of Buldive. The latter was

very
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very obftinately defended. Few paffes led inro A.D.
ir, being environed with mountains. The Suba 'ﬁ ::
at laft forced the pafies, and the enemy fled to 108
the hills. T~
The fovereign of Buldive did not long furvive Redultion
the redution of his country. Worn out with ot
fatigue, haraflfed with grief, and tormented with
vexation, be was feized with a contagious diftem-
per, which infeted his family, and carried him
and them off in a few days. His people, how-
ever, would not quit their hills. The enemy
fpread devaftation over the plain below; and the
- unfortunate Aflamites bebeld from the woods
the finoke of their burning towns. But the un-
bounded ravages of Iflam occafioned his retrear.
The grain was inadvertently deftroyed in the iire
which confumed the towns of Buldive, and a
fcarcity of provifions began to be felt in the Im-
perial camp. Iflam marched back with the fpoils-
of Aflim; but he fuffered incredible hardlhips
from the badnefs of the roads, the torrents which
fell from the hills, and a diftemper, which the
rainy feafon, now come on, had raifed in the
army. The kingdom of Tibet was, at the fame
time, reduced by Ziffer. The news of this double
conqueit came at the fame inftant to the emperor.
He was greatly pleafed with the fuccefs of his arms,
as none of the Mahommedan princes, who had
reigned before him in India, ever penetrated into
thole countries.
‘The eleventh year of the reign of Shaw Jehdn Deathof
commenced with the death of the Mah-Raja, "
rince of the Rajaputs. He was fucceeded 1n the
throne by his fecond fon Huflinet Singh 5 it being
the eftablithed cuftom of the branch of the Raja-
puts called Mahrattors, to leave the fceptre to the
difpofal of the fovercigns by their latter will.
The Rajaputs, properly fo called, did not ac-
quiclce
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A. D. quiefce in the right of Huffinet. He had an elder
‘flf: brother, and they adhered to him. The flames
1043. . of a civil war were kindled ; but the emperor in-
S~ terfered ; and, after having examined the elaims
of both the princes, he confirmed the Raja’s will
in favour of Huflinet, whom he raifed to the rank
of four thoufand horfe. His elder brother, who
was deprived of all hopes of the throne by the
decifion of the emperor, was alfo created an Om.
rah of three thoufand.

Peace withu Lhe infult which Perfia received through the
Perfia. . Tinvafion of its territories by the Mogul governor
of Candabar, did pot raife any fpirit of revenge
in the court of Ipahan. The debility in the
councils of Sefi brought on a peace between the
empires. Shaw Jehan had difpatched Sifder
Chan his ambaflador to the court of Perfia, That
lord returned this year from Serifa, where Sefi
refided, with a prefent of five hundred horfes,
fome curious animals, and various manufaures
of Perfia, to the value of five lacks of roupees.
Sifder executed his commiflion fo much to his
malter’s fatisfaflion, that he was raifed to the
dignity of five thouland horfe. The chief condi-
tion of the treaty of peace between Perfia and
Hindoltan was, an eatire ceffion of Candahir by

the former in favour of the latter.
Deathof  The winter of the year 1637 had been remark-
if\ﬁ;'ﬁ;r}:!: ablefor a great fall of fnow m the northern pro-
preceptor. vinces of India. It extended as far as Lahore ;
and in the mountains of Cabul and Cafhmire,
many villages, with all their inhabitants, were
overwhelmed and deftroyed. 'I'he emperor, in
the mean time, kept his court at Lahore. Peace
being eftablifhed on every fide, he applied him-
felf to the management of the civil government
of the empire. He iffued many falutary ediés for
the fecurity of property, the improvement of the
: country,
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country, and the encouragement of commerce. A D.
In the midft of his cares for the good of the ftate, 638
he was afflicted with the death of Afzil Chan, 2 1o
man of great literary talents, who had been his -
preceptor. The young princes were alfo edu-
cated under his care, and they mourned him as a
father. He had been raifed to the firft honours

of the empire. He obtained the rank of feven

- thoufand, and the management of the civil affairs

of the empire were in a great meafure in his hafids:

The emperor, to fhow his great veneration “for

his abilities, allowed him an annuwal revenue of
three hundred and feventy-five;thoufand pounds.

Soon after the death of Afzil, the princes Dara Dara and
and Suja were raifed to higher ranks of nobility. ol i
Dara was dignified” with the title of ‘an Omrah of :
ten thoufand horfe and' ten thoufand foot; and
Suja with the rank of feven thoufand horfe and
as many of foot. The émperor having frequently
declared his intentions of leaving the throne to
Diara, gave him always the firft place in dignities
and‘power. He fhewed an inclination of habi-
tuating his' other''fons’ to'a fubmiffion to Dara;
and whatever marks of fuperior affettion he might
beftow' on his younger fons'in private, in public
he direfted his principal’ atrention to the eldeft.
Aurungzébe was ot at court when his brothers
were promoted. - Averfe to idlenels in’ his com-
mand of the army in the Decan, he made an in-
cutfion, under pretence of injuries, into the
country of Baglana. The forts fell into his
hands, ‘and the chiefs fubmitted to a tribure; but
the fterility and poverty ‘of thofe regions did nei-
ther anfiver the expence of’ the war, nor that of
keeping the poflefion of the conquered ' country.

He therefote evacuated the places' which he had
taken, and depended for the tribute on the fu-
ture fears of the enemy. Having brought back

the
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the army within the limits of the empire, Au-
rungzébe, who was jealous of the influence of
Dara with the emperor, requefted leave of ab-
fence, and came to Lahore, where his father at
the time refided.

The prince Suja, who had been fent with an
army to Cabul, when a war with Perfia was
apprehended, had for fome time remained in that
city. His wife dying, hereturned on the twenty-
third of June, 1638, to Lahore, where he was
married with great pomp and folemnity to the
daughter of Azim. Complaints having been fent to
court againft Iflam, governor of Bengal, he was re-
moved from his office ; and Suja was ordered to
proceed, with a commiffion, into that kingdom,
to reftore the civil regulations which had been
ruined by the rapacity of Hlam. Abdalla, go-
vernor of Behar, had allo fallen under the empe-
ror’s difpleafure for fome oppreflions which he
had exercifed in the execution of juftice. Shaw
Jehén, who was a fevere jufticiary, would not
even have his reprefentatives in the provinces fuf-
pected of partiality in the diftribution of the
laws. He heard the complaints of the pooreft
fubjects, from the moft diftant corners of the em-
pire, and the influence of the firft men in the
ftate was not fufficient to protet the delinquents
from bis refentment. He was, therefore, beloved
by the people, and reverenced and feared by the
great. An Imperial order was iffued to Abdalla
to appear in the prefence, to give a public ac-
count of his adminiftration; and Shaifta, the
fon of the vifier, was raifed to the government
of Behir. Abdalla had the good fortune to clear
himfelf of the afperfions thrown on his charatter
by his enemies ; and he was fent, with a confi-
derable force, againft infurgents in the provinc?

0
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of Bundela, and fome Rajas, who, from their a. p.
hills, made depredatory incurfions into Behér. 1538
Abdalla no fooner arrived in the place of his g
deftination than peace was reftored. The ban- ‘——~~
ditti who infelted the country, fled precipitately Exceilent
to their mountains, and difperfed themfelves to #2'¢™:
their feveral homes. Some examples of juftice o sape.
upon thole who fell into the hands of the Impe- ™"
rialifts, confirmed the tranquillity which now was
general over all the empire. The attentiongof
the emperor to the improvement of his dominiops, -
his impartial execution of juftice, his exact
but not oppreflive mode of colletting the
revenues, rendered his people happy and his
empire flourithing. A lover of pleafure him-
felf, though not fond of parade and thew,
his haram was  a confiderable market for the
fineft manufadtures ; and the ample provifion
made for his fons and nobles, rendered his
capital a clufter of princely courts, wherc mag-
nificence and elegant luxury prevailed in the ex-
treme. He divided his time between the hall
of audience and the haram. He heard com-
plaints with patience; he decided with precifion
and equity; and when his mind was fatigued
with bufinefs, he dived into the elegant and fe-
cret apartments of his women; who, being the
natives of different countries, * prefented to his
eyes a variety of charms.
Suja, to whom a fon was born foon after his The capi-
2 ; i Ll t:l of Ben-
arrival in Bengal, narrowly efcaped with his life,” | g
from a fire which broke out in the capital of the iroyed by
province. Many of his fervants, and fome )
his women, were deftroyed in the flames; and
the whole city was burni down to the ground.
Rajaméhil never recovered from this difafter.
‘The waters of the Ganges joined iffue with the
' flames
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A.p. flames in its deftru@ion. The groundon which
1639. it flood was carried away by the river; and no-
ros9, thing now remains of its former magmhcen_ce,
~——~ except fome wells, which, as the earth on which.
they were funk has been carried away by: the
fiream, appear like fpires in the channel of the

river, when its waters are low. &
A% Mur-  Ali Mordan, who, for the delivery of Canda-
dan 20" hir to the emperor, had: been gratified with the-
government of Caflhmire, returned to court at
LaNore on the cighteenthiof October. No com-
plaints againft his adminiitration having been pre-
ferred in the hall of audience, he was received
with diftin&tion and favour. = To reward him
for the equity and juftice of his government, he
was raifed to the government of Punjab; with
a power of holding Calhmire by deputy. Ali
Murdan took immediate: pofleflion of his new of-
fice ; and the emperor fignified to his fon Aurung-
zébe, that his prefence in’'the Decan was neceffary,
to fuperintend the affairs of his government,
which, in the hands of deputies, might fall into
confufion, from the diftance of  the conquered

provinces from the feat of empire.

Returnof ~ When Aurungzébe fet out for the Decan, the
Leim ., emperor, refolving wpon' a tour to Cafhmire,
the Otto- moved the lmperial camp northward from La-
peror. | hore. Whilft he amufed himfelf in that beautiful
country,-Mahommed Zerif, whom he bad fome
time before fent ambaffador to Conftantinople,
returned to court. Mordd, who at that time
held the Ottoman fceptre, had received Zerif with
every mark of refpect and elteem. The empires
having no political bufinefs to fettle, the embafly
was chiefly an affair of compliment; with a
requeft to permit Zerif to purchafe fome fine
horfes in"Arabia. Morad not only graoted the
required favour, but even gave to the ambaflador
feveral
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feveral horfes of the higheflt blood, with furni- a.D.
ture of folid gold, ftudded with precious ftones, iy

A A% ig.
as a prefent to Shaw Jehin. The emperor was 1o40.
highly pleafed with the reception given to his v~
ambaffador ; and he was charmed with the beauty
of thehorfes. On the feventeenth of February,
1640, he fet out for Lahore, the bufinefs of the
empire requiring his prefence nearer its centre.

.When he was upon the road, a prodigious Calami-
fall of rain laid the whole country under water, ©% Frlade
No dry fpot was left for pitching the Imperial
tent; and he was obliged to fleep for feveral
nights in a boat. His army were in the mean
time in the utmoft diftrefs. Their horfes without
provender; and they themfelves deftitute of provi-
fions. Four thoufand families were fwept away
and drowned by the river Béhat. On the banks of
the Chofhal the deftruction was greater {till. = Se-
ven hundred villages were carried away, with .
their inhabitants ; and every day brought frefh
accounts of difalters from other parts of the
country, through which the branches of the In-
dus flow. When the waters began to fubfide,
the emperor haftened his march. The f{cene
which prefented itfelf to his eyes as he advanced,
was full of horror. Boats were feen fticking in
the tops of trees;; the filh were galping on dry
land, the bodies of men and animals were mixed
with the wreck of villages, and mud and fand
covered the whole face of the country. He was
fo much affeed with the mifery of his fubjeéls,
that he iffued an edi& for the remiflion of the
taxes for a year, to the countries which had fuf-
fered by that dreadful calamity. He alfo made
donations from the public treafury to many of
the farmers, to enable them to maintain their
families ; and, continuing his journey, arrived,
on the firft of April, at Lahore.

Vor. IIL. U During
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During thele difafters on the banks of the In-
dus, Buft was furprifed by the Perfian governor

' of the province of Seiftin. Gulzir, who com-

manded for the empire in Candahar, detached a
part of the garrifon under his lieutenant Leitif
Chan, to rctake the place. He fummoned Buft
upon his arrival, but the Perfians refufed to fur-
render. He ng'm his approaches ; and, after a
fmart fiege, in which his vigilance, a&wuy, and
courage did him great honour, he took Buft.
The garrifon were made prifoners; and Leitif,
purfuing the advantage which he had obtained,
made 1ncurfions into Seiltan, and carried off great
booty, with which he returned to Candahar.
The debility of the councils of Perfia fuffered this
affront to pafs without revenge.

In the fummer of the year 1640, Arfelan Aga,
who had accompanied Zerif from Conﬂammople,
as ambaflador from Morad, had his audience of
leave of the emperor. He tas prefented with
twelve thoufand pounds for the expences of his
journey home ; and he was charged with mag-
nificent prefents for his mafter. News at the
fame time arrived at court, that the oppreffions
committed by Azim, governor of Guzerat, had
occafioned an infurreftion; at the head of which,
the two chiefs, Jamiand Bahara, appeared. Azim,
poﬂ'eITed of an'imment(e revenue, foon raifed a force,
which, in the end, reduced the infurgents ; butall
the money, whzch ought to haye been remitted to
the treafury, was expended in the war.  The empe-
ror was enraged at his conde&. He deprived him
of his government ; and ordered him to repair
to court, to give an account of his adminifirati-
on. = His friends interceded in his behalf. The
emperor was inflexible ; till a fair coufin of Azim,
who was retained. in the Imperial haram, threw
herlelf at his feet, and not only obtained the par-
don of the governor, but even his reinftatement

in
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inhis former office. After he had pafled his A p.
word in favour of Azim to this weeping beauty, %3+
he commanded her never more to appear in his fi’s",
prefence : “ For,” faid he, “ I will not have my e~/
juftice perverted by my weaknefs.”

Morad, the fourth fon of the emperor, was Theprince
now in the feventeenth year of his age. Like Ji7i%¢
his brothers he was high-fpirited and a lover of guithes
war. An opportunity offered which fuited his Y™t
difpofition.  Jagenat Singh, a prince on the con-
fines of Marwar, who was afubje& of the empire,
revolted, and iffuing from his native mountains,
fpread devaftation through the neighbouring
plains. The aétive fpirit of Mordd flew before
him. He outftripped the news of his coming by
his expedition ; furprifed, defeated, and purfued
the prince to his fort of Tara Cudda, in which,
after afmart fiege, he was taken; but pardoned,
upon conditions, The emperor was pleafed with
the vigour which he difcovered in the foul of Mo-
rad ; and he received him upon his return with
great diftinction and affetion.

The death of the vifier Afiph Jah, in the fe- Death of
venty-fecond year of his age, was the moft re. i
markable event of the fucceeding 'year. His
daughter Moina Banu, the fifter of the favourite
Sultana, and wife of Seif Chan, the high-{teward
of the houlehold, died a fhort time before her
father: and his grief forher, as he was worn-out
with bufinefs, infirmities, and age, feems to have
haftened his death, which happened on the twen-
ticth of November. He was born in Tartary, many
years before his father Aiafs quitted that country
to pufh his fortune in Hindoftan ; and he did not
leave the place of his mativity, till the affairs of
his father affumed a very favourable afpeét in the
court of theemperor Akbar. The merit of Aiafs
raifed himfelf to the firft offices of the ftate; and

U 2 his
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A.D. his fon was not of a difpofition to relinquith the
1641 advantages which his family had gained. Habi-
,élsg,', tuatod to bufinefs under Lis father, he fucceeded
\——— him in the office of vifier, and managed the af-
fairs of the empire with great addrefs during the
remaining part of the reign of Jehangire. The
adtive part which he took to fecure the empire for
Shaw Jehan, met with every return of gratitude
from that prince ; who, foon after his acceffion,
raifed him to an office fuperior in dignity to that
of vifier, called Vakiel Mutuluck, or abfolute
minifter of the empire. The emperor, who had
the fincereft affetion for his daughter, the mo-
ther of fo many princes and princefles, diftin-
guifhed Afiph in his converfation with the title of
Father. He dignified that minifter at the fame
time with many pompous titles. In public deeds
he was ftyled, 'The Strength of the Realm, the
Prote&tor of the Empire, the Powerful Prince,
the Lord of Lords, the revered Father of Wif-
dom, the Leader of Armies, in rank great as

AsteH, and a Lion in War.
Heleaves  Though three fons and five daughters furvived
,;Sp,?;,cu;'e the vifier, he adopred his grandfon Dara, the
Dara.  “Imperial prince, and conftituted him heir to all
his fortune. He excufed himfelf to his fons,
by faying, that he had already raifed them to high
ranks and employments in the ftate ; and thar,
if they condué¢ted themfelves with prudence and
wifdom, the favour of the emperor would be
to them an ample fortune. ¢ But, fhould Folly
be the ruler of your condu&,” continued Afiph,
¢ youdo not deferve to poflefs the wealth which
I have acquired by my fervices.” There was
prudence in the condu& of Afiph upon this occa-
fion. The emperor loved money ; and he might
have availed himfelf of thelaw, which conflitutes
the prince the heir of all his officers; and a dif-
pute
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pute of that kind might prove fatal to the influ- A.D.
ence and intere(t of the family of the vifier. He, 13-
however, divided, before his death, three hun- !
dred and feventy-five thoufand pounds among v~/
his children and fervants. Dara, in terms of his

will, took pofleflion of the bulk of his fortune,

which in coin, in jewels, in plate, elephants, and

horfes, amounted to near four millions {terling,
exclufive of his eftates in.land, which, according

to the tenures in India, reverted to the crown.

Though the abilities of Afiph Jah were little His cha-
known under the wife and able adminiftration of 2%
his father, they broke forth with luftre when bhe
himfelf came into the firft office in the ftate. He
was a great orator, a fine writer, an able politician.

In his private charater, he was mild, affable,
humane, generous; in his public, fevere, referved,
inflexible, exa&. He never excufed negligence ;
he punifhed difobedience. His orders, therefore,
were no fooner iffued than they were executed ;
his very nod was refpected, underftood, and obey-
ed, He was poffefled of political as well as per-
fonal courage ; as little afraid of the unjuit re-
proaches of his friends, as he was of the wea-
pons of his enemies; and he was often heard to
fay, « That he who fears death is unworthy of
life.” He was uniform in his conduét, impartial
and dignified in his actions, confiltent with him-
felf. He courted not popularity by his meafures :
juftice, propriety, and the ultimate good of the
{tate, and not the applaufe of the vulgar, were
his objedts in all his decifions. He was fit for the
field, as well as adapted for the cabinet; and had
he not gained renown with the pen, he would
have commanded it with the fword. In his youth,
he was addifted to poetry. He wrote upon he-
roic fubjeds ; and the fire of his genius was fuch,

that the very found of his verfe animates the foul
to



184

A. D.
1641,
Hi

rosﬁ
Ny

His fons,

THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

to war. The glory and happinefs of India dur-
ing his long adminiftration were great; and
when war raged on the frontiers, the interior
provinces enjoyed uninterrupted peace. The
field in which he moved was extenfive, but his
eye comprehended the whole. An eaftern wri-
ter contmues the metaphor, and fays, ¢ That
he rendered that field flourifhing and fruitful.
He pafled through it with reputation and luftre,
and when he funk into the grave, a cloud of
forrow obfcured the face of the empire.”

The original name of the eldeft fon of Afiph was
Mirza Morad. He was dignified afterwards with

. the title of Shaifta Chan ; and he was governor of

Juftice of
the empe-
YOr.

Behar at the death of his father. He poflefled
not the abilitiesof his family; being of an infirm
and fickly conftitution, with a delicate, rather
than a vigorous and aftive mind. Mirza Mifti,
the fecond fon of Afiph, was a youth of great
hopes ; vigorous, active, and full of fire. He
loft his life in a drunken frolic; for being one
day at the river Behatin Cafhmire, when it foam-
ed over its banks, he fpurred his horfe into the
ftream, by way of bravado, and, for his temeri-
ty, was drowned. Mirza Huffein, the third fon
of the vifier, was a man of moderate abilities ;
and his fourth fon, who had been dignified with
the title of Shaw Nawiz, was a nobleman of
great reputation and high diftintion in the em-
pire.

The emperor, jealous of the influence which
the governors of the provinces might acquire by a
long continuance in their offices,” made a praédtice
of removing them every third year. “When the
news of any oppreffion committed by them ar-
rived at court, they were inftantly fuperfeded ;
and, upon examination, if found guilty, divefted
of all their honours, and confined. The punifh-

ment
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ment of death feemed to have been laid afide from
the commencement of this reign. Tirbiet Chan
was, this year, ordered back from the govern-

1'8.‘5
A.D.
1642,
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10524

ment of Cabul, for his feverity in exacting the S~

revenue from the poor. The emperor himfelf
had beena witnels of the miferable condition to
which the people of that province were reduced,
by the floods in the rivers Chofhal and Behat ;
and they had not yet recovered from that griev-
ous calamity. They were unable to pay their
rents; and lirbiet fubmitted them to the rigours
of military execution. He was divefted of his
honours as well as of his government; and the
emperor ifflued money from the treafury to relieve
thirty thoufand of the inhabitants, whom the ex-
adtions of Tirbiet had reduced to want: ¢ Re-
member,” faid the emperor to his nobles, ¢ that
when you are too fevere on my people, you only
injure me 3 for it is but juft I fhould pay for loffes
occafioned by my wrong choice of officers, to
govern the provinces of my empire.”” Ali Mur-
dan was appointed to the government of Cabul,
in the room of Tirbiet. He was fucceeded in
that of Cafhmire, by Ziffer, Complaints had
been received againft the prince Aurungzébe
from the Decan. His father ordered him to the
prefence, to anfwer to the charge ; which he did
to fatisfa&tion, and was forthwith reinftated in
his government.

The cruelty of Shaw Sefi of Perfia bad crowd-
ed hitherto his reign with tumalt and misfortune.
The empire fuffered in its confequence with fo-
reign powers, during years which Sefi diftin-
guithed only . with the blood of his fubjects. = His
intentions againft Ali Murdan loft him the {trong
fortrefs of Candahir, and he took no meafures
to revenge the infults which he received on ‘his

frontiers, after thae place had fallen intor the
' hands

Perfian in-
vafion
threaten-
ed.
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hands of the Moguls. The tumults of the Per-
fians were at length quelled in their blood ; and
Sefi, having deftroyed his domeftic enemieg, turn-
ed his attention to his foreign foes. Having
collefted a great army, he took the field, and
moved toward Candahar with a profefled defign
to retake that city.

The news of the motions of the Perfians was
brought by exprefs to the court of Agra. The
emperor was alarmed. He gave a commiffion to
the Imperial prince Dara, to command an army
of fifty thoufand men. The troops were foon
ready, and the prince took the route of Cabul.
Thirty thoufand men, ftationed on the frontiers,
flocked alfo to the ftandard of Dara, upon his
arrival at Cabul. Morid, the emperor’s fourth
fon, was pofted with twenty thoufand men be-
hind the Nilab, with orders to reinforce, in cafe
of arequifition for thatpurpofe, the army of Dara.
But thele formidable preparations were, in the
event, unneceflary. Sefi, to the great joy of his
fubjetts, fell fick and died. The war, which was
begun by him' was dropt, with his other meafures,
by his fucceffor.  The Perfians retreated ; and
Dara and Morad returned to their father, who ftll
kept his court at Lahore. Morad, foon after his
return to the prefence, married a daughter of Shaw
Nawiz, the fon of the late vifier Afiph.

The emperor, who took pleafure in managing
in perfon the affairs of his empire, created no
vifier upon the death of Afiph. That lord’s de-
puty in office, without any rank or title, manag-
ed the bufinefs of the department, and by a fpe-
cial commiffion, counterfigned all public’ ediés.

* Aliverdi, governor of Punjab, who refided at

Lahore, which had formerly been the capital of
his government, had the imprudence to fpeak
contemptuoufly of this mede of tranfacting the

j public
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public bufinefs. He faid, That the emperor, from 4. p.
extreme avarice, endeavouring to fave to himfelf 164>
the ufual appointments beltowed on vifiers, had wlfg',
thrown difgrace upon his own adminiftration. He ‘>~
made no fecret of his [arcafms; and they were
carried to Shaw Jehdn. He fent for Aliverdi,

and faid to that lord : *¢ You do not like, I am

told, my mode of governing my fubjeéts; and
therefore Aliverdi fhall not affift in an admini-
ftration which he does not love.”” He was imme-
diately divefted of his government and honours,

and dilmiffed with ignominy from the prefence.

The prince Mordd was raifed to the vacant go-
vernment ; and, having received magnificent
prefents from the emperor, fet out for Moultan.

The emperor, in the mean time, affifted at a
grand feftival, which he gave to his court, upon
opening the new gardens of Shalimar, which had

been begun in the fourth year of his reign.

The gardens were laid out with admirable tafte;

and the money expended upon them amounted

to the enormous fum of one million fterling.

Bty o0 i SR
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CHAP 1IV.

RefleGtions—Emperor arrives at Agra—Incidents
at court—Incurfions of the Ufbecs— Aurungzébe
removed from the Decan—=Sadulla Chan made
wifier— Buduchfbdn invaded by the Moguls—
Death and charaéler of Noor Tfebdn— Balick
reduced—Prince Mordd difgraced— Aurungzébe
defeats the Ufbecs—Wha fubmit to the empire—
Emperor jealous of bis fons—Arrival at Delhi—
* Perfians take Candahdr—Aurungzébe befieges
it. in vain—Defeats the Perfians—Ufbecs of Ba-
lick claim the Emperor’s aid—Candabdir again be-
Jieged to no purpofe—Emperor returns to Agra—
Promotions.

Iy abfolute governments, the Defpot is every
thing, and the people nothing. Hg is the only |
objelt of attention; and when he fits in the
midft of tranquillity, the page of the hiftorian
languifhes in the detail of unimportant events.
His hall of audience is a court of fummary juftice.
His decifions are rapid; and they are generally
impartial, as his fituation has placed him beyond
the limits of fear and of favour. But there isa
famenels which never pleafes, in the tranfations
of a government whofe operations run through

one
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one unchangeable channel; and itis for this rea- 5 p,
fon only we pafs lightly over the more peaceable 1542
years of the reign of Shaw Jehdn. In thefe he o5
acted in the charalter of a judge, a mere deter- ———~~
minator, if the word may be ufed, of differences
between individuals; and it muft be confefled,
that he had abilities to fee, and integrity to do
what was right.
 Lahore, during the former reign, had been Emperor
confidered as the capital of the empire, and the 4%+

; u 3 gra.
moft fettled refidence of the prince. Jehangire,
whofe langs were weak, withed to breathe in
the free air of the north; and the improve-
ments which he made in the palace and gardens,
had rendered ' Lahore the moft convenient and
beautiful, if not the moft magnificent of the Im-
perial refidences. Shaw Jehan, however, whofe
attention to the affairs of the empire was always
uppermott in his mind, thonght Lahore too diftant
from: the fouthern provinces ; which, on account
of their wealth, were the molt important divifion
of his dominions. He therefore refolved, as
there was a profpect of permanent tranquillity on
the northern frontier, to remove his court to
Agra, where he arrived in the month of Novem-
ber. Thecavalcade which attended his progrefs,
was magnificent and nnmerous beyond defcription.
The armies returned from the north were in his
train ;3 and half the citizens of Lahore, who,
from his long refidence in that place, were be-
come in a manner his domeflics, accompanied
him on his march. HHe pitched his tents in the
gardens of his favourite wife, Mumtaza Zemani.
The tomb of that princefs was now finifhed at a
great expence; and he endowed with lands a mo-
naftery of Fakiers, whofe bufinels it was to take
care of the tomb, and to keep up the perpetual
lamps over her fhrine.

Nothing
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Nothing material happened during nine months
after the emperor’s arrival at Agra. 'The public
bufinefs, which had been neglected through the

=~~~ alarm of the Perfian war, took up a part of his

Applies to

the publie
bufinefs.

An acci-
dent.

time ; and pleafure appropriated to itfelf the reft.
Several beautiful acquifitions had been made in
the haram ; and the emperor’s attention to the
execution of juftice was interrupted by his love
for women. A fon was in the mean time born
to Dara, the Imperial prince. Shaw Jehén, who
loved his fon, gave a magnificent feftival upon the
occafion. His polierity began to multiply apace.
A fon was born to Aurungzébe, whom he named
Mahommed Mauzim ; and Morad had this year
a daughter, whom he called Zébe-ul-Niffa, or, The
Ornament of Women. The emperor, in the
courfe of the year, made an excurfion to Ajmere ;
and after he returned to Agra, Dara was feized

with a violent fever, which endangered his life.
The emperor’s alarm for Dara was fcarce fub-
fided, when a dreadful accident happened to his
eldeft daughter, whom he loved above all his
children. Returning one night from vifiting her
father to her own apartments in the haram, fhe
unfortunately brufhed with her clothes one of the
lamps which ftood in the paflage. Her clothes
caught fire; and, as her modelty, being within
hearing of men, would not permit her to call for
afliftance, the was fcorched in a terrible manner.
She rufhed into the haram in flames; and there
were no hopes of her life. The emperor was
much afflicted. He gave no audience for feveral
days. He diftributed alms to the poor ; he opened
the doors of prifons ; and he, for once, became
devout, to bribe Heaven for the recovery of his
favourite child. He, however, did not in the
mean time negle®t the common means. Anit-
Alla, the moft famous phyfician of the age, was
brought
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brought exprefs from Lahore ; and the Sultana, a. p,
though by flow degrees, was reftored to health. 1643,
The princefs had fcarce recovered, when the ,11;",

emperor himfelf elcaped from imminent danger. ——~
The brother of the Maraja, whofe name was Amar Rafnets
Singh, having rebelled againft the decifion of2nqdeath
Shaw Jehin in favour of his father’s will, was Singh.
defeated bya detachment of the Imperial army,

and fent prifoner to court. When he was brought

into the emperor’s prefence, he was forced, by the

lords in waiting, to make the ufual fubmiffions,

and the emperor pronounced his pardon from the
throne ; defiring him at the fame time to take his

place among the lords, in the rank which had

been conferred upon him on a former occafion.

He accordingly took his place ; but being a young

man of a proud and ungovernable {pirit, he burnt

with rage at the late indignity, as well as at the palt
injury, done him by the emperor, in preferring to

him his younger brother. He drew his dagger

in fecret ; and rufhed furioufly toward the throne.
Sillabut Chan, the paymalter-general of the forces,

threw himfelf before Amar, who plunged his
dagger in his body, and ftretched him dead at his

feet. Chilulla, Seid Sallir, and feveral other

lords drew immediately their {words, and flew the
Hindoo prince on the fpot. The emperor, who

had defcended from his throne with his {word in

his hand, ordered the body to be dragged out of

the hall of audience. A number of his followers,

{eeing their mafter dead, fell upon the guards,

and fought till they were cut off to a man,

The Ufbecs, who had for a long time remain- Incurfions
ed quiet, made an incurfion this year into the ter- gici’e b
ritories of the empire. They were led by Kuli
the general of Mahommed, king of the Welt-
ern Ufbecs. Ali Murdan, governor of Cabul,
marched out and defeated the invaders. He fol-

lowed
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A.D. lowed his vitory, and driving the fugitives be-
1044- yond the limits of the empire, ravaged their
55, country as far as Balick, and returned with a
S~ confiderable booty. The news of the viftory ar-
rived at Agra, on the day that another fon was
born to Dara the Imperial prince. The emperor
exprefled his fatisfaction on this double occafion
of joy, by reftoring Abdalta, his' own former
friend, to the dignities of which he had been
deprived, on account of his mifmanagements in
- the government of the province of Behir. Ab-
dalla, however, did not long enjoy the good
change in his fortune. He died in the eightieth
year of his age, having been fixty years a noble
of the empire. At the time of his death, he was
poflefied of the dignity of fix thoufand horfe. He
had paffed through all the various viciffitudes of
fortune. He was engaged in every war, and was
unfuccelsful in all; yet he was efteemed an able

and altive general. :
Avrung- Dara, by his conftant refidence with his father,
zebe re-  had gained an afcendency over his mind. The
fromthe  prince was free, generous and manly; pleafing
Deean.  in converfation, affable, polite and mild. The
emperor loved him as a friend, as well as a fon:
he liftened to his advice and ftudied to pleafe him.
He reprefented to his father, that it was danger-
ous to the repofe of the empire to leave fo long
the management of the Decan in the hands of
Aurungzebe. < 1 truft,” fays he, “ to my
brother’s honour ; but why fhould the happinels
of the emperor depend upon the honour of any
man? Aurungzébe  pofleffes abilities; and his
manner, and perhaps his integrity, has gained
him many friends. They, in their ambition,
may perfuade him to things which, without their
advice, he would abhor. The army he com-
mands are, by habit, accuftomed to perform his
pleafure,
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pleafure, and are attached to his perfon, What A D.
if they fhould prefer the fpoils of the empire, to rect]
their watchful campaigns on our frontiers? Are o
the troops, debauched by the loofe manners of >~
the capital, fit to cope with men inured to arms?

To forefee danger is to no purpofe,” continued
Dara, “ unle%s it is prevented. It is my part

to advife my father and fovereign; his to do
what he pleafes: but to remove Aurungzebe from

the government of the Decan, is to remove temp-
tation from that prince. If he is that devout man

he pretends to be, he will thank Heaven for
being deprived of the means of committing
crimes.”

The emperor was fenfible of the juftice of Reflec-
Dara’s obfervations; and he complied with his ;‘;‘;;:;ﬁ;f“’
requeft. He was naturally fond of his children:
he liked their fpirit, and loved their afpiring ge-
nius. He was, however, too prudent not to
forefee the difturbances which were likely to rife
from even their good qualities. His affe&ion,
when they were young, prevented him from fol-
lowing the policy of other Defpots, by fhutting
up every accefs of knowledge from their minds :
and to keep them at court after they had com-
manded armies and provinces, would be a perpe-
tual fource of animofity between them, and of
uneafinefs to himfelf. He was heard often to
fay, ¢ 1 have the fons I with; yet I wifh I had
no fons.””  But hitherto he had no jult reafon to
cocmplain : they kept on apparent good terms
with one another, and they implicitly obeyed his
commands. '

Orders were {ent to Aurungzébe to remove to Aurung-
Ahmedabad, the capital of Guzerat, where he ;ffgjjm
fhould find a commiffion to govern that provinee. raw
The prince obeyed ; and Chan Dowran, who had
lately been governor of Cafhmire, was advanced

1o
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to the fuperintendency of the conquered provinces,
and to the command of the troops ftationed on
the fouthern frontiers of the empire. Dowran

\——— did not live to enjoy his high office, being affaf-

Sadulla
made vi-
frer.

Al Mur-
d mn il‘.‘

vades Bu-
duchfhan.

finated by one of his domeftics, whom he had
punifhed for fome crime. Sixty lacks of roupees,
or about feven hundred and fifty thoufand pounds
of our money, were found in coin and jewels in
his tent. The emperor was his heir, as he had
amafled his fortune in his fervice. He had been
governor of feveral provinces; and he poflefled
the rank of feven thoufand horfe in the empire.
When the news of his death came to court, Iflam
Chan was appointed his fucceffor; and that lord
fet out for his government, in the month of Au-
gult of the year 1645. :

The emperor, it has been already obferved,
did not appoint any fucceflor to Afiph Jah in the
high office of vifier. Sadulla, the chief fecretary
of Afiph, who was acquainted with the bufinefs
of the empire, tranfa&ted the duties of the office
without the name. e was a man of abilities.
His experience in his department recommended
him firlt to the emperor; and when he came to
know him better, he efteemed him for his inte-
grity. He was fent for one day to the prefence;
and the emperor, without previoufly acquainting
him of bis defign, delivered to him the feals of
the empire; and at the fame time prefented him
with a patent, for the dignity of five thoufand
horfe.

Whilflt thefe things are tranfa&ed at court,
Ali Murdan, governor of Cabul, continued his
incurfions into the dominions of the Ufbecs. He
took the fort of Shermud in Buduchfhin, and
fome other f{trong towns, When the winter

came on, he retreated into his province; and

took that opportunity of paying his refpeéls to the
emperor,
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emperor, who, upon his return from a tour to A.D.
Caflimire, had ftopt at Lahore. Shaw Jehéin ap- | T&s-
proved of his incurfions, and recommended to  1oss.
him to continue the war, Ali returned to Cabul, ="y~
and led his army to the north in the beginning

of the fpring. He took the direét road to Balick ;

but the enemy, turning his rear, cut off both his
fopplies and his communication with Hindoftan.
They, at the fame time, laid wafte their own
country, by carrying off or deftroying the grain

and cattle.” Ali thought it prudent to retreat;

but the Ufbecs had reraken the forts which bad,

when he advanced, fallen into his hands. = He,

a fecond time laid fiege to Shermud ; and, hay-

ing forced it to [urrender, he eftablithed polfts
along the fkirts of Buduchfhin, and then returned

to Cabul. An ambaffador, charged with rich
prefents, was difpatched this year to the court of
Perfia, to congratulate Shaw Abas the Second,

upon his accellion to the threne.

The emperor had not been returned to Lahore Death and
many days, before the famous Noor-Jehan, the f}‘:{ﬁmf_’
favourite Sultana of his father Jehangire, died in Jehan.
her palace in that.city. Twenty-five thoufand
pounds had been annually paid to her out of the
trealury ; and, as her power ceafed with the
death of ber confort, the was too proud. even to
{peak of public affairs, and fhe, therefore, gave
up her mind to ftudy, retirement, and eafe. ‘the
extraordinary beauty of her perfon has been al-
ready mentioned ; we fhall now delineate the
features of ber mind. Her abilities were uncom-
mon ; for fhe rendered herfelf abfolute, in a go-
vernment in which women are thought incapable
of bearing any part. Their power, it is true, is
fometimes exerted in the baram; but, like the
virtues of the magnet, it is filent and unper-
ceived. Noor:Jehan ftood forth in public; fhe

Vor. III X broke
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broke through all reftraint and cuftom, and ac-
quired power by her own addrefs, more than by
the weaknefs of Jehangire. =~ Ambitious, pal-

‘=~ fionate, infinuating, cunning, bold and vindic-

War with
the Ufbzcs,

tive, yet her charater was not {tained with cru-
elty; and fhe maintained the reputation of chal-
tity, when no reftraint but virtue remained.
Her paflions were indeed too malculine. When
we fee her ating the part of a foldier, fhe excites
ridicule more than admiration; and we are apt
to forget that delicacy, beyond which her fex
ceafes to pleafe.

The ineffectual expedition of Ali againft the
Usbecs, did not induce the emperor to relinquifh
the war. He fet up an antiquated claim, which -
his anceftors had on Buduchfhin, and the diftri¢t
of Balich, and moved with a great army toward
Cabul, to fupport his pretenfions. When he ar-
rived in that city, he detached fifty thoufand
horfe with a large train of artillery, under the
conduct of prince Morid, to the north. Nidder
Mahommed, who had taken Balich and its dif-
tri&t by force from the Ufbecs, fhut himfelf up
m that city, where he was ‘befieged by Morid.
Mahommed made but a poor defence; for he
evacuated the place in a few days. Morid en-
tered the city in triumph. He proteted the in-
habitants from being plundered ; and detached a
party in purfuit of Mahommed. His own army
fell, in the mean time, upon Mahommed; and
having plundered him of fixty lacks of roupees,
feparated, and left him alone. The unfortunate
prince had no refource but to fly his dominions,
which were now overrun by the conquerors.
He hoped to engage Perfia in his intereft, and he
haftened to Ifpahan. The prince Morad, in' the
mean time, took all his towns and caftles, at
leifure: there was no enemy in the field, and

fcarce
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fearce a garrifon within the walls. Having left
detachments of his army in the conquered coun-
tries, he ' moved toward the frontiers of the em-
pire ; and waited there for orders of recal.

The emperor having fixed his mind upon the
complete conqueft of Buduchfhan and Balich,
had no intention of withdrawing his army from
thefe provinces. Morad became impatient. He
wrote letters to his father. He pretended want
of health; he faid he difliked the country; and
he earneftly requefted leave to return. Shaw Je-
héan, knowing the real ftate of his.fon’s health,
was much offended at his requeft. He com-
manded him to remain in the north, to fettle the
country according to the inftrutions given to
him, and not to attempt to enter the dominions
of Hindoltan without orders. Morad having a
violent inclination to be near the capital, in cale
of his father’s death, and preferring the rich and
fertile provinces of the fouth to the fterile regions
of the north, obftinately difobeyed the emperor,
left the army, and returned to Cabul. His fa-
ther refented this undutiful bebaviour. He for-
mally divefted him of the government of Moul-
tan, and of all his dignities, without admitting him
into his prefence. He at the fame time iffued an
edi@®, which banithed Morad to the mountains
of Pefhiwir. Sadulla the vifier was fent to fettle
the affairs of the north.

The fugitive prince Mahommed having arrived
at Ifpahan, was treated by Shaw Abas with great
friendfhip and refpe&t. He received at different
times four lacks of roupees, for his fubfiltence.
He, however, could obtain no aid. His appli-
cations were counteralted by the ambaflador of
India ; and, befides, the Perfian was not fond of
war. The bad fuccefs of Mahommed foured his
temper. He fpoke difrefpe€ifully of ‘Shaw Abas

X2 and
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A.p. and his minifters. His fubfiltence was with-
16 drawn, and he was reduced to great diftrels.
. : 4 - .
ws6.  Saduila, in the mean time, fettled the affairs of
S~ Balich. In the year 1646 he was recalled to
) court; and the emperor returned to Lahore.
Moréd, in the mean time, wrote letters of con-
trition to his father. He owned his error, and
exprefled his grief.. His friends folicited warmly
in his favour. - He was permitted to come to
court; and, by his prudent management, he
foon regained the ailections of his father, who
reftored him to his dignities, and to the govern-
ment of Moultan.
Ufbees in- When the prince of Balich was deferted by his
adsBes | own army, and obliged to take refuge in PRerfia,
his fon Abdul Aziz, who commanded a body
of troops in another part of the province, threw
himfelf under the proteétion of the northern UL
becs. - The petty chieftains beyond the Oxus
were induced, by promifes of advantage to them-
felves, to joim his fmall fquadron; fo that he foon
found himfelf at the head of an army. He how-
ever could not cover his intentions of invading
the conquered dominions of his father, from the
Mogul garrvifon of Balich; who fent advices of
the approaching ftorm to the emperor. That
monarch iffued orders to his fon Aurungzébe to
leave Guzerit, and to haften to take the com-
mand of the army in the north, . The emperor
himfelf marched to Cabul to fuftain the opera-
tions of his fon; whilt Dara commanded ano-
ther army in the environs of Lahore. Shaw Je-
han, upon this occafion, thewed an inftance of
his generofity. T'wo of the fons of the prince of
Balich, together with fome of his wives® and
daughters, had been taken prifoners in the war.
"Lhe fons, he raifed to the rank of nobles; and
; the
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the women were treated with the decency and re- A, p.

fpe&t due to their quality. ¥e47:
Aurungzébe, who was fond of .a&ion, pofted e

with great expedition to Balich. He took the “——~

command of the troops upon his arrival ; and he Aurung-

was informed that the enemy were, by that time, 7 fent

advanced fo within a few miles of the place. He them.

farveyed the works, and made temporary repairs ;

then devolving the command of the garrifon

upon Raja Mado Singh, he marched out againft

the Ufbecs with the troops which had flocked in

to his {tandard from the untenable polls in the

province. Bahadur, of the Rohilla tribe of Af-

gans, commanded the vanguard. Al Murdan

was ftationed on the right wing, and Ziffer on

the left. The prince himfelf, after having mar-

fhalled the ficld, took his poft in the center.

The enemy, feeing the good order and -firmnels

of the Moguls, declined, for that day, to come

to altion. They, however, fkirmithed with fmall

parties, whillt the main body retreated. Night

coming on, Aurungzébe lay on his arms.

When day-light appeared, the prince formed e
his line of march, and purfued the Ufbecs. Se- """
veral detachments of the enemy hovered round,
and infulted him from time to time, whillt others
turned his rear, and began to plunder a part of
his baggage : -the main body, in the mean time,
began to form in his front.  The prince detached
parties from the line, who drove the flying fqua- -
drons of the enemy from the field. He then
drew up his forces in the fame order as on the
preceding day; but Ziffer, from exerting him-
felf too much, was feized with a violent fever,
and obliged to devolve his command on his fon,

He fearce had retired, when Abdul Aziz ad-
vanced upon the Imperialifts with his whole force.
Ziffer again mounted his horfe, and when he re-

turned
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turned to his poft, he found his fon in clofe en-
gagement with the Ufbecs. The enemy ad-
vanced with redoubled violence ; but Ziffer, who
now had refumed the command, ftood his ground
with great fpirit and firmnefs, till he received
nine wounds. He fell, with lofs of blood, from
his hotfe, and two of his fons covered him from
the Ufbecs, and carried him between their horfes
to the rear. !

Abdul Aziz, in the mean time, with ten thou-
fand Tartar horle, fell in, fword in hand, with
Ali Murdan on the right. The conteft was fierce
and bloody. The Tartars, proud of their native
valour, defpifed the oppofition of troops whom
they deemed inferior to themfelves; the Impe-
rialilts being chiefly compofed of foldiers from the -
north, and better difciplined than the Tartars to
war, f{tood their ground with great firmnefs, and
checked the confident bravery of the enemy.
Ali exhibited all the qualities of an able general,
and valiant foldier: he fometimes encouraged his
troops by words, but oftener by example; and
finding that the enemy charged in a deep column,
he contracted and firengthened his line. The
Ulbecs were thrice repulfed ; but defeat only ren-
dered them more defperate. In the fourth charge,
the Imperialifts were thrown into confufion; but
they were rather borne down than defeated.
They were on the point of flying; but Aurung-
zEbe came in to their aid. '

The prince had been engaged in the center,
where the a&ion had not been fo hot. Finding
how affairs went on the right, he formed into a
column, and advanced on full {peed on the flank
of Abdul ‘Aziz, That chief, however, was ready
to receive him. The fhock was violent and
bloody. A mighty fhout arofe on either fide;
and men feemed to forget they were mortal.

: b1 : The
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The Ufbec was at the lalt overpowered, and A.D.
driven off the field with great flaughter. Au- e
rungzébe thought himfelf in poflefiion of a com- m’;”;‘,
plete vitory; but the battle was not yet over. =~
The enemy took a circuit round the right, where

Ali was reftoring the line of his broken fqua-
drons, and fell upon the rear of the Imperialifts.

"The vanguard had retired thither after the com-
mencement of the altion, and formed a line
round the artillery which had been little ufed.
Abdul Aziz attacked them with great violence,

and drove them from the guns. Bahadur, who
commanded the vanguard, rallied them, and ful-
tained the charge till Aurungzébe came up in

full fpeed from the line. Abdul Aziz was again
repulfed with great flaughter, and the remains of

the Ufbec army quitted the field in diforder.

The prince, after the action was over, advanced and takes

and took poffeffion of the enemy’s camp. It was camp.
now dark; and fuch an impreflion had the valour '
of the enemy made upon the Imperialifts, that
even the flight of the vanquithed could not con-
yince them of their viGtory. A panic feized the
victors; frequent alarms difturbed the night;
and, though fatigued and wearied, they lay fleep-
lefs upon their arms. Morning appearing con-
vinced them of their error, and difcovered to
them how much they had done, by the number
of the flain. Ten thoufand lay dead on the field.
Many officers of diftintion fell on the Imperial
fide; and Aurungzébe juitly acquired greatrepu-
tation from the fortunate end of fuch an obfti-
nate battle.

The Utbecs, under their gallant leader, being They are
fruftrated in their defigns on Balich, by the fig- s .-
nal victory obtained over them, fell upon the duchfhan.
province of Buduchfhin: Delpairing of conquer-
ing that province, they laid it walte, and fikllie.d

thelr
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A.D. their rout with confufion, defolation, and death.

1947.  Exprefs upon exprefs was fent to Cabul to the

w057 emperor; and he forthwith detached twenty

=~ thoufand horfe, under the prince Morid, to ex-

pel the enemy. The Ufbecs, weakened in the

late bloody battle with Aurungzébe, were in no

condition to face Mordd. They fled before that

prince beyond the limits of the province, and left

an undifiurbed conquelt to the family of
Tumnur,

They fub-  Nidder Mahommed, who left the court of Per-

el fia upon advice of the invafion under his fon, re-

ceived on the way the news of the unfortunate

battle, in which all his hopes were blafted. To

contend longer in arms againft Shaw Jehin was

impoflible : he therefore had recourfe to fubmif-

fion and intreaty.  He fent a letter to Aurung-

zebe: ¢ To the emperor,” faid he, ¢ I dare

not write. But you, delcended from the vi&to-

rious line of fovereigns, who fupport, with your

fword, their title to command the world, may

find an opportunity of prefenting the requeft of

Mahommed among thofe of his meaneft fub-

je€ls; and he who confers happinefs on mankind,

will relent at the misfortunes of an exiled prince.

Inform him, that Nidder Mahommed withes to

be numbered among the fervants of the King of

Kings, and waits melancholy on the fkirts of his

dominions to receive his anfwer.”’ Aurungzébe

fent the letter to bis father. The emperor,

moved by prudence as much as by pity for Ma-

hommed, ordered his fon to reinftate that prince

in bis fovereignty over his former dominions. It

was difficult to defend fuch a diftant frontier

againft the incurfions of the Ufbecs beyond the

Oxus; and he made a merit of his policy, b

reftoring the provinees of Balich and Buduchthin

to. Mahommed, upon condition of receiving a

' fmall
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fmail annual tribute. That prince being fick, a.p.
fent his grandfon Chufero to Aurungzébe to fign 1647.5 '
the terms of this pacification. E;ﬁ'_

The emperor, in the month of April of the\———~v

year 1647, returned to Lahore; and Aurung- Emperor
zebe, after the treaty was figned and ratified, fetims to
joined his father in that city. He wasappointedto
the government of Moultan, to which province he
went, after remaining a very few days at court.
The prince Suja was, at the fame time, fent to
command in the province of Cabul, to watch the
motions of the Tartars on the northern frontier.
The war with the Ufbecs was undertaken through
wantonnefs ; and ended, though fuccefsful, with
lofs to the empire. Six millions were expended
upon it out of the Imperial treafury, befides
eltates granted to the nobility to the value of one
million more. The emperor had a puff of repu-
tation for this enormous fum.

Shaw Jehin, who became jealous of the abili- Jealous of .
ties and ambition of his fons, repented fincerely of Mis fons:
having raifed them to the firft offices of the ftate,
and to the government of the richeft provinces of
the empire. They had hitherto mainrained a fhew
of implicit obedience; but the nation looked up
to their power and confequence, and feemed ap-
parently to divide themlelves into parties in their
favour. To prevent them from takinga ftronger’
hold of the affections of the people, he removed
them from one province to another, to prevent
an increafe in their popularity, and to inure them
to obedience. In the midlt of this policy, the
complying weaknefs of the father prevailed over
the prudence of the monarch. None of his fons
liked the northern provinces. They fuited not
with their pride, and they were not fit for
their ambition. They were deftitute of trea-
fure to acquire dependants: they abounded not
in lucrative employments to gratify friends, Mo-

rad,
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A.n. Tid, by an alt of difobedience, had quitted the
548 north : Aurungzebe, by his addrefs, was permit-
108, ted to leave it ; and Suja, by his friends at court,
\——~ wrought fo much upon the emperor, that he was
removed from Cabul to the government of Ben-
al,
Refides at B The emperor, ever fond of feftivals, found an
Belhi.  opportunity of exhibiting his generofity and hof-
pitality, upon finithing the repairs of the city of
Delhi. Seven hundred and fifty thoufand pounds
had been laid out on the Imperial palace ; in which
the emperor mounted the throne of his anceftors,
on the firft of April of the year 1648. The no-
bility paid their compliments with magnificent pre-
fents; and their ladies waited with gifts of value,
upon the moft favoured of the emperor’s wives.
During nine days the whole city,as well as the court,
were entertained at the public expence. Magni-
ficent drefles were diftributed among the great offi-
cers; and feveral new Omrahs,among whom were
the two fons of prince Dara, were created. Hamid,
one of thedifciples of the great Abul Fazil, pre-
fented, upon the occafion, to the emperor, a
hiftory of the firft ten years of his reign, and
received a pringely prelent.
Prorads "The emperor remained at Delhi nine months,
tions, and returned to Lahore in the end of De-
cember the fame year. Soon after his arrival
in that latter city, he raifed the vifier to the
rank of feven thoufand; and gratified him, at
the fame time, with the government of Behir,
which he was permitted to hold by deputy. The
abilities of this lord in his high deportment, and,
above all, bis unintriguing difpofition, if the ex-
preflion may be ufed, recommended him in the
higheft degree to his mafter. He never fought
a favour of the emperor ; and he conferred none
without bis permiffion, His afliduity to pleafe
confilted



SHAW JEHAN

confilted in his undeviating attention to bufinefs;
and he gained the affeions of his prince, by mak-
ing him believe, that he was the fole fpring which
moved all the affairs of his own empire. The
vanity of Shaw Jeh4n induced him to wifh that
every thing was done by himfelf ;- and the pru-
dent vifier did not, by his obvious interference,
deprive him of the reputation which he ftrove to
maintain. ~ On the fame day that Sadulla was pro-
moted to the government of Behar, the prince
Morid was raifed to that of the Decan. The em-
peror, though fond of his fon, diftrufted his na-
tural impetuofity and fire: he therefore com-
mitted the charge of the army on the frontiers
to Shaw Nawiz, the father-in-law of Morad him-
felf. Without the confent of this lord, Morad
was not to attempt any thing of material concern
to the empire. >

Though the Imperial ambaffador, who had been
fent to congratulate Shaw Abas the Second on his
acceffion to the throne, had been well received at
Ifpahan, the court of Perfia had not relinquifhed
their pretenfions to the city of Candahdr. The
arrangements neceffary to reftore the kingdom
to order, after the tyranny of Shaw Sefi, had
hitherto engaged their attention ; and the nume-
rous armies employed by Shaw Jehan on his
northern frontiers again{t the Utbecs, rendered
it imprudent to break with him, till they were
withdrawn. After the pacification with the prince
of Balich, the greater partof the Imperial army
had been removed to the fouth, and a fair field
was left for the defigns of Shaw Abas. That
monarch accordingly, in the year 1648, marched
with a great force toward Candahar; but the
news of his preparations for the expedition had
been previoufly -carried to Lahore. Shaw Jehan,

who had arrived in that city toward the clofe of
the
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‘A.D. the year, detached fifty thoufand of his troops
;f;f'g' under the vifier to cover Candahir. The prince
10s9. Aurungzébe joined that minifter with the forces

= ftationed in his province of Moultan ; but before

they arrived, the city was furrendered to the Per-
fians by capitulation. Shaw Abas left ten thou-
fand mufqueteers to garrifon the place, and re-
treated with the reft of his army. _
Ayrong-  Avrungzebe and Sadulla invefted the place in
zil;isbft" in the March of 1649. The fiege continued more
wain, than three months before a pra@icable breach
was made ; and the Imperialifts, in a general al-
fault, were repulfed with great lofs. The prince,
however, did not raife the fiege : he continued his
approaches, but he made very little progrefs to-
ward taking of the place. Winter was now ap-
proaching, and the weather began to be already
very fevere in that high country. There was a
great fearcity of forage and provifions ; and the
warlike ftores were exhaufted. The emperor,
being apprized of the ftate of his army, ordered
the fiege to be raifed ; and Aurungzébe, without
laurels, returned toward Lahore.
Defeats Nizier Ali, the Perfian governor of Candahir
;f:’;,_s"‘ and Murtizi, who commanded an army of ob-
fervation on the frontiers of that province, hav-
ing joined their forces, fell on the rear of the
Imperialifts in their retreat. Aurungzébe be-
haved upon the occafion, with his ufual fpirit and
conduét. He fell upon the affailants in the flank,
with a column of cavalry, which he had filed off
from his front, when he firft obferved the enemy.
The Perfians were repulfed with confiderable
flaughter. Though defeated, they were not how-
ever intimidated.  Being reinforced from Canda-
bar, they hovered round the Imperial army ; and,
after a few days, formed their line and offered
battle. ~ Aurungzébe did not decline to come to

ation.
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action. The fhock was from wing to wing; and A.D.
the contelt was long and bloody. ~ The prince [
owed the viétory which he obtained to the bravery 1060
of Rultum, one of his generals, who command. ¥~
ed the referve, confiiting of two thonfand horle.
Ruftum, when the prince was on the point of
quitting the field, fell on the enemy fword in hand,

and threw them into confufion. Aurungzébe, in

the mean time, reftored his ranks, and returned to

the charge. The Perfians fled, and were purfued
twenty miles beyond the field ; and the prince
returned, with unexpected glory, to the emperor,

who fet out foon after the arrival of his fon for
Agra. ;

‘The Ulbec Tartars beyond the Oxus, taking Utbecs ap-
advantage of the debilitated ftate of Nidder Ma-P" tooaid,
hommed, who had not recovered from the blow :
givento his power by the conqueft of his country
by the Imperialilts, invaded the dominions of that
prince. Mahommed applied, in the charaéter of
a vaflal, to the emperor, who was fo well pleafed
with this mark of his fubmiflion, that he fent
him a very confiderable fum of money, which
was the principal thing wanted. The efcort fent
with the treafure to Balich, conveyed his women
and children to Mahommed ; but two of his fons,
Chufero and Byram, who had been created nobles
of the empire, remained from choice in India.

Many marks of the emperor’s favour were con-
ferred on the family of Mahommed. Ap honoraty
drefs was given to each, together with a confider-
able fum of money. Nor had their education
been neglected. Malflters had been appointed to
teach the young princes; and the daughters were
inftru&ted in the fuitable accomplilbments of their
fex. :

The prince Morad, as before related, had Morad re

move

been fent, under the tuition of his father-in-law, £ the
11to Decan,



208
A.D.

1651,

Hig.
1061

THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

into the Decan. = Proud, haughty, and full of
fire, he could not bear, with patience, the con-
troul of that lord. He poflefled abilities, and he

S~~~ knew it ; and he confidered it as an infupportable

Avrung-
zebe be-
fieges

hardfhip to have the name, without the power of
government. He, upon many occafions, ne-
glected the counfel given him by Shaw Nawiaz ;
but at laft he added infult to contempt. ¢ Know
you not,” faid he one day to his father-in-law,
¢ that even you, who attempt "to command me,
are, by the Imperial commiffion, fubject to my
government. Behave yourfelf, therefore, as the
humble advifer, not as the proud dictator of my
meafures.”” Shaw Nawaz was enraged at this
difrefpe&t; and he wrote letters of complaint to
the emperor, who, without further examination,
removed his fon from the government of the De-
can. He, however, conferred upon him that
of Cabul, and removed Ali Murdan to the go-
vernment of Cafhmire.

Morad, impatient in every ftation, did not
long keep the government of Cabul. Aurung-
zébe, by the command of the emperor, made

. preparations for re-commencing the fiege of Can-

dahiar. Morad, inftead of affifting him with the
troops {ltationed in his own province, threw
every obftacle in his way ; and pretended that the
neceffary fervice required all the troops under his
command. To Aurungzébe’s commiffion for
taking his choice of all the troops in the
northern provinces, his brother oppofed his
own commiflion for the ablolute command of
the forces in Cabul. Aurungzébe wrote to
the emperor; and Mordd was ordered ‘into
the province of Malava., Upon his removal,
his brother colleted an army. The vifier joined
him with fifty thoufand horfé from the fouth, ef-
corting five hundred camels loaded with treafure

to
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to pay the army, five hundred with arms, and A, p.
two thoufand with other warlike ftores. There- 16
taking of Candahir engroffed fo much of the 4.
emperor’s attention, that he himfelf made a pro- ‘=~
grefs to Cabul to fupport the befiegers.  Channa-

Zad, the fon of Afiph Jih, was upon this occa-

fion raifed to the office of paymafter-general of

the forces. Prince Suja came from his govern-

ment of Bengal to pay his refpeéts to his father,

foon after his arrival at Cabul.

The preparations for the fiege of Candahér Candabar
took up a confiderable time. 'Aurungzébe did™ ™
not appear before it, till the month of January
1652. Heinvelted the place on all fides, and be-
gan to make his approaches in form. Bat his
gunners were bad, and his engineers, if poflible,
worfe. The fiege continued two months and
eight days, without any impreflion being made on
the city. All the warlike ftores were at length
exhaulted; the army was dilcouraged, from
feeing no end to their toil. The prince was
afhamed ; and the pofitive orders of his father
recalled him to Cabul. Shaw Jehin, after all
his expence and idle parade, returned, without
having effeted any thing material, to Agra. In
that city his firlt bufinefs was to promote his
children and nobles to honours and governments.
Solimén, the fon of Dara, was raifed to the dig-
nity of eight thoufand horfe, and fent to the go-
vernment of Cabul. Aurungzébe was ordered
back to the Decan. Dara, who held Guzerat by
deputy, was removed to Moultan: Suja returned
to Bengal ; and Shaifta Chan, one of the {fons of
the late vifier, was promoted to the government
of Guzerdt, in the room of Dara.

SHAW
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Dara’s jealoufy of Aurungzébe—His bad fuccefs
before Candahar——Raifed to a part of the Impe-
rial power— Rebeliion of the Rana—Rife and
charaéler of Fumla—Death of the wvifier—War
in Goleonda—Exploits of Mabommed the fan of
Aurungzébe—War and reduction of Bijapour—
Sicknefs of the emperor—Too great wioknce of
Dara—Emperor removes to Agra—Recovers—

Dara in high favour—Carries all before him at
CoUrt.

-

frﬁ THOUGH Shaw Jehan, by his great attention
:;’632 upon every occafion to Dara, had'conv?nced his
\——— fubjeéts of his defign to appoint him his fuccel-
Pare  Jor in the throne, that prince was jealous of the
jealoufy growing reputation of Aurungzébe. The latter,
‘:ENQZ“EL& in his frequent expeditionsat the head of armies,
found various opportunities of gaining friends,
by the places of honour and profit which he had,
by his commiffion, to beftow ; and he was not of
a difpofition to relinquith by negligence, the in-
fluence which he had acquired by favours. Cool,
fubtle, and felf-denied, he covered his adions

with fuch an appearance of honeft fincerity, that
men
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men imputed his attention to their own mierit,
and not to his defigns. The penetrating eye of
his father had pierced the veil which he had thrown
over his ambition ; but the implicit obedience
which Aurungzébe paid to all his commands
flattered him into a kind of oblivion of his former
obfervations on the duplicity of his characer.
Dara had carried his jealoufy of Aurungzébe into
a kind of averfion to his perfon. He envied him
when fuccefsful ; and he triumphed over his mif-
fortunes : but his exultation was as fecret as his
hatred, as both proceeded from fear, a paffion
which his foul difdained to own.

Aurungzébe having twice milcarried in his at-
tempts on Candahar, Dara wifhed to gather lau-
rels where his rival had failed. He applied to
his father for an army: infinuating, that the bad
fuccefs which attended his brother, proceeded
from his want of knowledge and condu&. A
very large fum was iflued from the Imperial trea-
fury ; and the army and artillery in the provinces
beyond the Indus were fubmitted to the command
of Dara. That prince invelted Candah4r. The
fiege continued five months, without any imprel-
fion being made. The (tores were at laft exhauft-
ed, the troops were difpirited, and Dara found
himlelf under the neceffity of retreating with
lofs of reputation. Shaw Jehan was filent upon the
occafion ; and even Aurungzébe, who triumphed
in fecret over Dara’s difappointment, attributed,
in his converfation, this frefh mifcarriage to the
ftrength of the place, more than to his brother’s
want of abilities in war.

211
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His unfuc-
cefsful ex=
pedition
againit
Candahar.

The unfuccelsful expedition to Candahar did He is fo-

not fhake the emperor’s defign in favour of Dara.

emnly

appointed

He forefaw the tumult and diforder ‘which were {gfheg‘”
likely to arife from the ambition of his younger emperor.

fons after his death ; and he refolved to: habituate
VOL. III. Y thﬁm’
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A.D. them, in his lifetime, to the authority of their
‘l‘;f: elder brother. Having ordered ‘all the nobles to
1062, ‘attend ‘the prefence; he  defcended ' from his
‘e~ throne, took Dara by the hand, and placed him
under the Imperial canopy ; commanding the
lord of ‘the requefts to'read aloud an edict, chang-
ing the'name of Darainto that rof Shaw Belind
Akbal, or THe Emperor oF ExarLTed For-
TUNE.  “.Behold,”” faid Shaw Jehén, ¢ your
future princell . Upon him we leave -the {upport
of 'the reputation and honour of the family of
Timur.” Norwas this merely a ceremony. He
devolved on Daraacpart of the Tmperial power ;
and made an allowance of more ‘than two mil-

lions a-year, for the expences of 'his houfehold.
A Turkith . Soon after/this folemn appointment -of Dara to
embafly: | theducceflion, Shaw Jehin made aprogrefs of plea-
fure to the city of Ajmere. During his refidence
in thatiplace, Zulfikar Aga, the Turkifhambaflador,
arrived from Buflora at Surat. = He was received
with the ufual ‘honours, and efcorted by a party
of ‘the Imperial (cavalry to court. = The prefents
which ‘he brought to ithe emperor were rather
-'curious'and rare, than valuable. He was treat-
led:with the higheft: diftin&ion ; a table was kept
~for him at the public expence; and-he was grati-
fied with a confiderable prefent in money for
sthis own ‘private ufe. He remained for fome
months'in Hindoftan ; and Caim Beg, an Omrah
of diftinftion, returned with him to:Conftantino-

ple, on the part of :the emperor.

Maraja The Maraja, 'whoowed histhrone to anim-
rebel-and serial decifion againft hiselder brother, the un-
~'fortunate: Amar Singh, forgot, -about 'this time,
‘the gratitude'which 'he owed to Shaw Jehfn. He
ftopt the payment of the ‘ftipulated tribute, and
‘began to fortify the firong city of Chitér. The
vlemperor. ‘detached thirty thoufand horfe, under
: Sddulla
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Sadulla the vifier, to chaftife him for hisinfolence, A.D.
and to demolifh the works. The Hindoo prince 3%
iy g
hung out the flag of defiance, and the vifier in- 1062
velted Chitor. Parties were at the fame time ="
detached on all™fides to lay walte the open coun-
try. - The refraftory prince had not the fpirit
neceflary to fupport his rebellion.  He [ent, on
the eleventh day, to Sadulla a moft fubmiffive
overture of peace. The minifter referred him to
the emperor, who flill remained at Ajmere; but
that monarch would not receive the letters. Or-
ders were fent to ‘profecutethe fiege with vigour;
and to give no terms. The Maraja, in this ex-
tremity, found means to convey a prefent to Da-
ra. That prince foftened his father’s refentment ;
and the Maraja, upon paying the expence of the
war, was reinftated in his hereditary dominions.
The moft memorable tranfaction of the year Rifesnd
. ; : charaéter
was the promotion of Mahommed Jumla, to the of jumla,
rank of five thoufand horfe. He was recom-
mended to . the emperor by the prince Aurung-
zébe ; and as he is to make a great figure in the
fequel of the hiftory, there is a propriety in pre-
mifing fomething concerning his origin and gra-
dual rife. Jumla wasa Perfian, bornin Ardiftan,
a village in the neighbourhood of Ifpahan. His
parents, ‘though of fome rank, were extremely
poor: he, however, found means to acquire fome
knowledge of letters, which circumftance pro-
cured for him the place of clerk to a diamond
merchant, who made frequent journies to Gol-
conda. In that kingdom he quitted his mafter’s
fervice, traded on his own account, and acquired
a confiderable fortune, which enabled him to pur-
chafe a place at the court of Cuttub, fovereign of
Tellingana. In that ftation he behaved fo well
that he attraéted the notice of his prince, who

raifed him to a confiderable rank in the army.
X2 His
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A.D. His military promotion opened a field for the abi-
’[3:1‘:_' lities of Jumla. He yielded to few in condutt;
i066. in courage to none. He rofe by his merit to the
S~ head of the forces of Tellingana. He led the
army into the Carnatic; and, ina war which
continued fix years, reduced that country to fub-
je&tion. But when he conquered for his {overeign,
he acquired wealth for himfelf. Cuttub withing
to fhare with his general in the fpoil, difobliged
him ; and he attached himfelf to the fortunes of
Aurungzébe, who then commanded for his father
in the conquered provinces of the Decan. The
prince, who was an excellent judge of charaéter,
faw [omething extraordinary in Jumla. He found
him, upon trial, a fit inftrument for his ambiti-
on; and he exerted all his influence at court in

his favour.
Promo- Soon after the promotion of Jumla, the eldeft
tond: fon of the prince Suja was fent by his father from
Bengal to pay bis refpetts to the emperor. Shaw
Jeban, naturally fond of his pofterity, was ftruck
with the accomplifhments of his grandfon ; and
raifed him to the rank of feven thoufand horfe.
To avoid giving umbrage to Dara, always jealous
of diltinctions beftowed on his brothers, Cipper
8hekd, the fecond fon of that prince, was pro-
moted to the fame rank of nobility. A magni-
ficent feftival was given on the occafion ; at which
the dependants of the two dignified princes af-
filted. Though jealoufy prevailed in private be-
tween the polterity of Shaw  Jehan, in public
there was nothing but harmony and affeion:
Dara who, with the {tate of an emperor, poflef-
fed alfo a part of the power, treated the fon of
Suja with diftin@ion and refpect. His fears of
the ambition of Aurungzébe abforbed all his ful-
picions concerning the defigns of his other bro-
thers. Swuja, who was a man of pleafure, was not
fo
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fo formidable as the hypocritical aufterity of Au- A.p.
rungzébe ; and the open valour of Morad, without e
the neceffary balance of prudence, was not an ob- 104z,
je&tof ferious terror. R

On the twentieth of February, 1656, the vifier Death and
died, after a fhort illnefs. He was forty-feven ;};Eﬁ":
years of age at the time of his deceafe. His al- fier.
fiduity and ability in bufinefs recommended
him, in an uncommon degree, to the empe-
ror’s affeCtions; and the bier of the minilter
was bathed with the tears of his prince. His
parts were rather folid than fhining : induftry and
indefatigable perfeverance made up for the defedts
of his genius. Experience rendered him mafter of
the detail of finance; and he was by habit con-
verfant in the inferior intrigues, which are the
fprings of ations of moment. His mind was too
much cireumferibed in its powers, to compre-
hend, at one wview, the great line of public af-
fairs; but he could execute with precifion
what he could not plan with judgment. He was
fond of military fame, but he was unfuccefsful in
the field ; though neither deficient in conduét nor
deftitute of courage. Superftition, which was
none of the follies of the age, was the greateft
defe& in his charaer 3 and his fanétity was faid
to be frequently a cloke for difhonourable deeds.

The influence of Jumla with Aurungzébe, Warin
was the fource of anew war in the Decan, though =~ ™™
another caufe was affigned, to reconcile the em-
peror to the meafure. Cuttub Shaw, fovereign of
Tellingana and of a great part of Golconda, had,
upon the defertion of Jumla, imprifoned the fon
of that lord, and feized upon his wealth. Au-
rungzébe complained, in repeated letters, of Cut-
tub to his father ; alleging, that he was dilatory
in the payment of his annual tribute to the em-

pire. He therefore applied for leave to bring the
. refrattory



216 THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN¢

A.D.. refratory prince to reafon by force.. The empe-
16s6.  ror, jealous of his authority, gave permiffion for
iot6. the march of an army into the dominions of Cut-
=~ tub. Mahommed, the eldeft fon of Aurungzébe,
commanded in this expedition; a brave, an ob-
ftinate, and a  haughty prince, not to be fwayed

from his purpofe eitherby argument or fear.
Mahom-  Mahommed, at the head of twenty thoufand:
fned the . horle, entered fuddenly the dominions.of Cuttub;;
rungzebe and that prince,, expetting nothing lefs than hof-.
tilities, was totally unprepared for war. He: fent,
meffengers to the camp of the Imperialifts ; and
paid down the arrears of the tribute, He, at the
fame time, releafed Amin, the fonof Jumla; and
endeavoured to footh Mahommed with rich pre-
fents. This, however, was not the fole object of
the expedition of the Imperialifts.  The fortune
of Jumla was {tillin the bands of Cuttub.: A jult
reftitution was demanded ; ‘and the latter, in vain
objected, that the accounts between him and Jum-
la were not fettled ; and, therefore, that till they
were adjulted, he could formno judgment of the
fum which ought tobe paid. Mahommed continu-
ed obltinate, and advanced to the gates of Hy-
drabad. 'When things appeared: ready to. come
to extremities, a few chelfts. of money and fome
cafkets of jewels were. delivered by, Cuttub, as
the whole wealth of Jumla. ~Amin made greater
claims in the name of his father ; and.the prince,
offended at the prevarications of Cuttub, ordered
him to come out of the city to.do1bim homage, as

the grandfon of  his emperor, and lord.

takes Hy-  The pride of Cuttub was ftill, greater than his
drabad,  ayarice. His mind revolted againit the very idea
of homage ; and his rage overcame bis prudence.
Mahommed entered Hydrabad. . Death and con-
fufion filled  every itreet, and the city was fubmit-
ted to the ravages of fire and {word. The fpoil
‘ was
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was - great,. butthe deftru@ion: was, immenfe,;: A. D.

The avarice, of the Imperialilts, was. defeated, by, | 175%:

their fury. ‘The flames moved, quicker than, de- . 1085,

predation ; do;that except filver, gold, and jewels, >~

which neither the rage of men,.nor,. of fire could '

deftroy, nothing of value remained to the conque-

TOTS: - :
Cuttub, from this fcene of flaughter, tumult and de-

and ruin,, fled to the old. city of Golconda; which E‘:? f,‘}"

ftood, about fix miles from Hydrabad, = A numbeg Golconda,

of histrogps and. many. of the citizens followed

their foveteign.; . Mahommed immediately inveft-

ed: Golconda.  Cuttub, in, his  diftrefs, refolved

to try the fortune of. the field.  He. accordingly:

marched out,with, fix thoufand horfe, twelve thou= /s

fand foot, and a great rabble of half-armed men,

to give battle to the Imperialifts,  The affair was. -

foon. decided:, . Cuttub, was. defeated;. and the

enemy. entered the city.at: his heelss,. The horrors. |

of. war were renewed in every form. - Mahom. |

med waded threugh blood 5| Cuttub: threw: him- |

felf at his feet,. but he was not: to/be appeafed by

fubmiffion, . The uafortunate prince atlength pro-

duced his; beautiful .daughter, Rizia, to thevics,

tor, and he fheathed his fword.  He married hier

in. form, and a, magnificent feffival was held to

celebrate the, nuptials., | Miztly. was, mixed  with.

forrow.; and pageants,of joy with the folemn fu-:

nerals of thedead:. sibag L7 v
‘Mahommed, - after, finifhing . with .more. gogd Returns to

fortune than .reputation the war with, Cuttub, res gl

turned to . his father, who, refided at; Brampour.,

Aurungzébe wrote a pompous aceount of thelucH

cefs: of hisfon to the emperor ; and that menarch. -

raifed him to the rank of eleven thoufand horfe.

Shaifta, the fon of the late vifier Afiph, was fe-

cond in command:in the expedition againit Hydra-

bad ; and he, as,a reward for his fervices, was '

dignified
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dignified with the honeurs of fix thoufand horfe.
Jumla, who had hitherto remained with Aurung.
z€be at Brampour, charged himfelf with the let-

\—— ters of that prince to his father. His fon Amin

War with
Adil
Shaw.

attended him to court; and both were received
with diftinguifhed marks of kindnefs and efteem.
His knowledge and abilities recommended Jumla,
in a high degree. The place of vifier was vacant
by the death of Sadulla, and notwithftanding the
remonftrances of Dara, who was averfeto Jumla
on account of his attachment to Aurungzébe,
that lord was invefted with the higheft office in
the empire. The avarice of the emperor joined
iffue, in this promotion, with the merit of Jumla.
‘When he received the feals, the prefents which he
made amounted to more than' fixty thoufand
pounds of our money.

The emperor, foon after the promotion of Jum.
la, took a tour of pleafure toward the north.
Having hunted for fome time in the forefts on the
banks of the Ganges, he returned to Agra; and,
upon his arrival, ' received intelligence of the
death of Adil, king of Bijapour. The principal
officersat the court of Adil, without afking per-
miffion of the emperor, raifed the fon of the de-
ceafed to the throne. This condu& was highly

~ refented by Shaw Jehin, who confidered the do-

Peath and

char; &er
of Alj
Murdan,

minions of Bijapour as an appendage of the em-
pire. Theexpedient upon which he fell, was, in
fome meafure, the fource .of his  misfortunes.
The new vifier was ordered with twenty thoufand
hotfe into Bijapour, to depofe the fon of Adil,
till he fhould make his fubmiffions in the Im-
perial prefence. 'Amin, who was his father’s de-
puty in his high office, remained at coutt to carry
on the bufinefs of that department.

In the month of November of the year 1656,
died Ali Murdan, the nominal captain-general of

the
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the Imperial forces, on his return from Agra to . p.
his province of Cafhmire. His defetion from 1657
his fovereign, the emperor of Perfia, and his de- L%,
livering up the important fortrefs of Candahir, \—~—
had highly recommended him to Shaw Jehin;

and he had abilities to keep the favour which he

had once acquired. The defigns of Shaw Sefi
againft his life, were a fufficient apology for his
revolt from that prince; and the fidelity with
which he ferved his benefadtor, is a proof that
neceflity was the fole caufe of his treachery. He

was rather a dignified than a great character;
more fit for the fatigues of the field than for the
intrigues of the clofet. He was a faithful fervant

to his prince, a conftant and unthaken friend,

an a&ive and a gallant officer, A love of money,
which did not amount to abfolute avarice, was the
greatelt defe& of his mind ; but, were we to judge

trom the number of his dependants, he was poflefied

of a generous difpofition. Being always abfent
from court in the government of various provinces,

he had no opportunity for expending his v;;f’g in-
come; and he therefore amaffed great wealth.

The emperor became the heir of his fortune,
which, in money and jewels, amounted to one
million eight hundred and feventy-five thoufand
pounds,

Intelligence of the march of Jumla flew before Expedi-
him to the kingdom of Bijapour. Ali, the vifier p *°
of the deceafed Adil, who had raifed the fon of
that prince to the throne, had forefeen the ftorm
which was now gathering over his head. He le-
vied forces ; he fortified his difmantled caftles and
towns. Jumla, in the mean time, advanced to
Brampour.  Aurungzébe joined "him with his
forces; and, with his ufual affeted humility,
pretended to fubmit himfelf to the command of
his father’s vifier. That minifter, however, was

' too
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A.D. too much attached to the interelts of the prince
1057 to avail himfelf of bhis modefty; and though
1t Jumla bore the name of commander in chief, the
v~ orders of Aurungzébe were only iffued and obey-
ed. The greateft harmony fubfifted between them ;
for they reckoned this prefent expedition as a

fortunate prelude to their future defigns.
Siege of  The rapid march of the Imperialiits difcon-
Bider certed the meafures of Ali. He had. colleéted
an army, but it was too fmall and the troops
too raw to rifque the fortune of the field,, He
threw a numerous garrifon into Bider, which
is. one of the ftrongeft places in Hindoftan,
With a body of cavalry he himfelf harafled the
enemy, leaving the command at Bider: to Jan
Jilli; who had: been. thirty years governor of
that important fortrefs. Aurungzébe arriving
before Bider, reconnoitred it with great attention
and care. He forefaw the difficulty which would,
attend. a fiege; and he endeavoured, by, bribes
and large promifes, to corrupt the fidelity of
Jifli. "Thatold officer rejected his propofals: with
indignation and, difdain; and the prince, de-
fpairing of fuccefs by intrigue, prepared to enfure
itby force: he accordingly made his approaches

to Bider. ) il

Jhatcity  On the twenty-feventh day of the fiege, a mine
***™  being fprung, a praicable breach was made in
the firft wall. Aurungzébe, withing to make a
lodgment within the wall, ordered an affault. It
- happened that one of the principal magazines of
the place was under. a great baftion in the fecond
wall, oppofite to the breach. The befieged hav-
ing expended all their granadoes and ammunition
in: repelling the attack, this magazine was thrown
open; that they might fupply themfelves. with
more.. A rocket by accident fell near. the door
of the magazine, upon fome powder that had
: ; been
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been' fcattered: there in the confufion. Ititook A D,
fire, and, communicating with the magazine, ‘1:‘:3
blew. up the baftion, which wascovered with peo-  1c67.
ple, and deftroyed the greatelt part of the garri- v~
fon, who:had been drawn together into that place

to oppole the. enemy. . The governor and his

three fons, were numbered among the dead.

The aflailants, in the mean time, fuffered confi-
derably. from. the explofion. ‘the whole place

was: expofed: T'he Imperialifts took  advantage

of the confternation. of  the furviving part of. the
enemy. A thick darkmefs, occafioned by the
fmoke and. duft, covered Bider: Aurungzébe
rufhed. over the ruins;; and when light began to
appear,, he found himfeif; in the miditof the cita-

del.. Though there was no refiftance, death. ras
vaged all: around him; for even his authority

could not appeafe, for: fome time, the rage of

the troops,

Ali, who had Jooked.on Bider as impregnable, é“}“ S"_?“’
had. depofited in that city. the greateft part. of his ““ <"
young fovereign’s: wealth; and Aurungzébe ac-.
quired.an immenfe treafure as. well as:an: unex-
pected reputation, from,the: capture of the place.

The minifter, though: {truck with the lofs.of  his
ftrongeft fortrefs, did not giveall his hopes away.
He collected a numerous army of Abyflinian mer-
cenaries under the walls of Kilburga:; and placed
the prince at their head., Aurungzébe defpifed
the enemy too much to march sgainft him in per-
fon. He detached twenty thouland horfe, under
the command. of Mohébet, toward Kilburga ;
whilfthe himfelf fat down before Kallian, which,
after a figge of a few weeks, fell into his hands..
Mohébet,. in the mean, time, came to battle with.
Ali, and defeated his mercenary army with great
flaughter. Aurungzébe. himfelf arrived in the
camp foon after the battle, and invefted Kilburga,

where the fugitives bad taken refuge,
: Kilburga
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A. D. Kilburga was large and well fortified. The
557 garrifon was numerous,and made frequent fallies.
1857, They at length iffued forth with their whole force,

\———~~ came to battle, and were driven back into the city
ol Tb- ik great flaughter. Thefe repeated efforts weak-
ened thofe within ; but one of the generals of
young Adil, who commanded a body of horfe,
was very active in haraﬁirflfg from without, the
Imperial army. He cut off their convoys; and
a fcarcity prevailed in their camp. Aurungzébe,
however, was not to be driven from his defigns.
He carried on the fiege with unabating diligence ;
and, having made a pradticable breach in the
walls, he took Kilburga by affault on the eleventh
of June, 1657. Adil, led by his minifter Alj,
threw himfelf at the feet of the conqueror. The
tribute of Bijapour was fixed at one million eight
hundred and feventy-five thoufand pounds; and
a great fum toward defraying the expence of the
war, was paid down by Adil. He, at the fame
time, was obliged to give up his ftrongeft forts,
and to fettle eftates upon fome of the adherents of
Aurungzébe: That prince having changed the
name of the city of Bider to that of Zifferabad, or
the City of Vi€tory, returned in triumph to Bram-
our, tife feat of his government.
Plans con-  Jumla, the vifier of the empire, remained in
cered be- the army during the war againft Bijapour. Af-

vifierand ter the taking of Bider, the name of Aurung-
Aurung- 28be appeared firft in the commiffion for com-
manding the army. The attachment and grati-
tude of Jumla to that prince, induced him to
requeft the emperor to confer upon him the ho-
nour as well as the power in the expedition. The
meafure befides was favourable to their concerted
plans of ambition. Shaw Jehin was now become
aged ; and his exceffes in venery had weakened

his
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his conftitution. The fcene of ambition was not . p.
- diftant ; and Aurungzébe, who had opened his 657
whole foul to Jumla, had concerted all his future .4,
meafures with that lord. Orders, in the mean ‘——y—~=
time, arrived, for the vifier to return to court.
Having {worn fidelity and fecrecy to one another,
the prince and the minifter parted at the gates of
Brampour. :

On the feventeenth of September, 1657, Shaw Emperor

Jehan was fuddenly feized, in the city of Delhi, falls fick. |
with a paralytic diforder, accompanied with a vio-
lent ftrangury. He remained in a ftate of in-
fenfibility for feveral days, and all hopes of his
recovery vanithed. But by the copious bleeding
prefcribed by his phyficians, he was at length
relieved. His diforder, however, returned, though
not with the fame violence ; and, on the oecafion,
the cuftomary edié for the remiffion of the taxes
due for the year, when the life of the emperor is
in danger, was iffued, with the ufual formalities.
Large fums were, at the fame time, given to the
poor, and to Fakiers of reputed fan&tity, for their
prayers to Heaven for the recovery of Shaw Je-
han. The mofques were filled with the devout;
and the people in general exprefled unfeigned
grief atthe danger of a monarch, under whofe
aufpicious reign they had enjoyed proteftion and
happinefs. All bufinefs was fufpended in Delhi.
Silence prevailed over the whole place; except
when that {ilence was broken by anxious enquiries
concerning the emperor’s health, Shaw Jehin
wasa ftranger to the intereft which he poflefled
in the hearts of his fubjetts, till he fell into a
difeafe which was thought mortal by all.

The emperor being by his diforder rendered Dara af-
. < . umes the
incapable of giving any attention to bufinefs, the ,qyern.
management of public affairs fell into the hands ment.
of Dara. His father had prepared for an acci.

‘dent
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A.p. ‘dent which might occafion a fufpenfion ‘of go-

1554,

2.

i
1067.

vernment. -An ediét had fome time before been
iffued, bearing that the fignet of Dara fhould be

Ny~ conlidered as.equally valid with ‘that ‘of the ‘em-

His vio-
Tence.

peror, through all the dominions of the houfe of
"fimur. - The prince, however, till Shaw Jehin
fellill; made no ufe of this extraordinary power.
When his father became infenfible, Dara:mounted
the throne. “Warm, vehement, and precipitate,
he adted the fovereign with too much violence.
He ‘iffued out a public -order, that mo ‘perfon
whatever ‘thould prefume; under. pain rof ideath,
to hold any ‘correfpondence with his brothers,
upon the prefent poiture of affairs. The :agents
of ‘Aurungzébe and Morad at court; were feized,

‘with their papers, and imprifoned. = The money

in their hands, on ‘account of the princes, was
locked up; and, in:fhort, the whole conduct of
Dara betrayed the molt violent fufpicions: of the

-defigns of his brothers.

The fulpenfion of the vifier was among Dara’s
firft a&s of power. He fulpected his fidelity, as
being raifed to his office by the influence «of Au-
rungzébe. An' Indian: prince, by the! title of
Rai'Raidn, was made temporary vifier ; for the
comtmiflions given by Dara were limited exprefsly
to the time of the emperor’s illnefs. - ‘The prince,
in the mean time, 'ordered all the nobles into the
hall ‘of prefence. He explained tothem, with
unfeigned tears, the hopelefs ‘condition of 'the
emperor. He hinted the ambition of ‘his bro-
thers; and the dangers which would arife to the
empire from a civil'war, ¢ The emperor,” faid
he, ¢ more from an idea of juftice, than from
any fuperior affeCtion to me, has appointed me
his fuccefior in the throne; and 1 find, in my
own mind, no inclination to relinquith what
Heaven and my father have thrown into my hands.
Thofe,
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Thofe, therefore, who will fhow the earlieft zeal A.D.
in my fupport, fhall command my gratitude. i7"
Be explicit and open, as I always am; and re- = 1068.
folve to ‘continue faithful. Such of you as owe >~/
favours to my brothers, will not ferve me with

zeal. Let them, therefore, in their prudence,
retire to their houfes. I-want not their pretended
fupport ; -andd will not bear with their intrigues

in favour of others.”  The withes of the prince

were commands. The lords, who had eftates in
Bengal, in'Guzerat, and in the Decan, the go-
vernments of Suja, Morad, and Aurungzébe, to
avoid fufpicion, confined themfelves at home.

On the eighteenth of Oltober, the emperor Emperor
being much recovered of his diforder, was placed j{‘;fd ¥
by his fon in.a barge, which was ordered gra-
dually to fall down ‘the: Jumna to Agra. 'The
army and court moved along the banks of the
river, with flow marches, under the command
of Dara; who, ‘though he pafled the moft of his
time with his father, {fpent the night always
afhore. ~Several arrangements were made in the
greater offices, 'during this progrefs. ‘Chilulla
was fent back to the government of Delhi; and
Danifmund was turned out of his office of pay-
maftersgeneral of the Imperial forces. ~Amin,
the fon ‘of Jumla, had found means to recom-
mend himfelf to Dara; and, notwithftandingthat
prince’s averfion to his father, the fon was raifed
to the vacant-office of Danifmund.

The tour from Delhi was recommended to the Recovers.
emperor, for the rre-eftablithment of his - health;
and he gradually recovered on the way. “On the
16th of November, 1657, he arrived at a palace
in the country mnear Agra, and ‘he continued
daily to mend, till the 7th of February, 1658, on
which day he rentered Agra in perfeé health.

The populace, who had exhibited :their affeion
in
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in filent forrow during his illnefs, crowded rourid
him with tumultuous joy. His heart was opened
at the thouts of his people ; and he ordered con-

v~ fiderable fums to be diltributed among the poorer

Favour for
Dura,

fort. The firlt thing he did after his arrival in
the Imperial palace, was to enquire for Jumla,
the late vifier. e was, however, told that,
during his illnefs, that lord had applied to him
for leave to proceed to the Decan, and that the
leave bad been granted. He fent for Dara. The
prince appeared before him; and was feverely
reprimanded, for difmiffing fo able a man from
an office which demanded abilities. ¢ But
Jumla,” faid he, * muft be difgraced, fince
you will have it fo. Darais to be my fucceffor
in the throne; and the authority of the heir of
the empire muft not be diminithed, by the refto-
ration of men whom he has difmiffed in his dif-
pleafure.”

Dara had beftowed great attention and cate on
his father during his illnefs. He fat often, for
whole nights, by his fide; and watched the very
motion of his eye, to fupply him in all his wants.
When the emperor was at the point of death,
the prince dropt unfeigned tears; and he could
not fupprefs his joy when the firlt dawn of his
father’s recovery appeared. But if Dara’s filial
piety was great, the emperor’s gratitude was not
lefs. He exhibited to his fon unbounded tefti-
monies of his affetion and regard. He raifed
him to the honours of fixty thoufand horfe; and,
in one day, gave him jewels to the value of one
hundred thoufand pounds, twelve hundred thou-
fand in fpecie, and an order upon certain reve-
nues to the amount of three millions more.
Three hundred Arabian horfes, with rich furni-
tures, and a number of elephants were, at the
fame time, beftowed on the prince by the lavith

hand
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hand of his father. ¢ He who prefers the life A.p.
of an aged parent,” faid Shaw Jehdn, ¢ to the !5
throné of India, can never be fufficiently paid 105,
for bis filial piety.”

Though Dara laid down the name of autho- who car-

rity at the recovery of his father, his influence fs il o
was equal to a¢tual power. Solimdn Sheko, his court
eldelt fon, was appointed to the command of ten
thoufand horle, to [upprefs fome difturbances in
the province of Allababad; his fecond fon, Cip-
per Shekd, was raifed to the government of Be-
har; and Bahadur was fent as the deputy of the
prince, to manage the affairs of the province.
The Rana, Jefflwint Singh, who adhered to the
intere(t of Dara, was raifed to a higher degree of
nobility. All means were ufed to attach the af-
fections of the grandees to the heir-apparent.
Jaffier Chan, known long for his abilities, was
placed in the high office of vifier ; Mohabet was
fent to the government of Cabul, on account of
his hatred to Aurungzébe; and the Rana, who
had been faved from deftruétion at the intercefs
fion of Dara, was gratified with the rich and ex«
tenfive province of Malava.

Vor. l1L 7 SHAW
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Caufe of the civil war—Characier of the Emperor’s
Jons— Dara—Suja— Aurungzébe— Mordd—Su-
ja takes the field— Defeated by Solimén the fon of
Dara— Mordd rebels in Guzerat— Aurungzébe

in the Decan— Marches to Brampour—DBatle of
the Nirbidda— Preparations and obftinacy of Dara
—Oppofes Aurungzébe—Totally defeated near
Agra— Reflections.

SH"AW Jehan, after a reign of thirty years of
profperity, found himfelf fuddenly ‘involved in
trouble and misfortune. The ftorm had been
long gathering: it was forefeen, but nothing
could prevent it from falling. The emperor,
with abilities for bufinefs, was addi&ted to plea-
fure; and, though he was decifive in the prefent
moment, he was improvident of the future. His
affetion for his fons was the fource of the cala-
mities which fhook his empire. Pleafed with
their promifing parts when young, he furnifhed
them with opportunities for exerting their talents
in the cabinet, as well as in the field; and when
they became, by their own merit, objeéts of pub-
lic attention, it was dangerous, if not imprac-
ticable, to reduce them into private ftations.

The
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The unfetiled fyftem of fucceffion to the crown
had rouzed their ambition, and awakened their
fears. They were to each other objeits of terror,
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as well as of envy. They all looked forward ="

with anxiety ‘to the death of their father; and
each faw in'that gloomy point, either a throne or
a grave. Their hopes and fears increafed with
their growing age. They had provided them-
felves againft the important event of his demife;
and when he was feized with what was deemed a
mortal difeafe, they broke forth at once from
that filent refpect, which their reverence for the
perfon and authority of a parent had hitherto im-
pofed on their minds.

The means of ambition, which their refpeétive
ranks in the empire bad placed in the hands of
each of the fons of Shaw Jehin, were great; but
their boldnefs to carry their fchemes into execu-
tion was greater ftill. High-fpirited and intre-
pid, they withed for no objeét which their natu-
ral courage-durft not attempt to obtain: they
were born for enterprize, and though beyond
meafure ambitious, they loved danger more than
power. Each was poffefled of armies and of
treafures : and, being rivals in fame as well as in
influence, they loft all affetion for one another, in
the more violent paffions of the mind. Dara,
vefted with his claim of primogeniture, as well
as with his father’s declaration in favour of his
fucceffion, conftrued the ambiton of his brothers
into rebellion. Suja, in pofleflion of Bengal,
wag carried by his pride to the refolution of feiz-
ing the whole empire: Aurungzébe covered his
ambition with motives of religion; and the vehe-
ment Morid arrogated all to himfelf by his cou-
rage. The figure which the brothers are to make
in the fucceeding fcenes, feems to demand a de-

lineation of their refpetive charalters.
Y A ' 7. Dara,

Views of
the empé-
ror's fons:
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A.D. Dara, the eldelt fon of Shaw Jeh4n, was polite
;?;’*3' in his converfation, affable, open and free. He
:osgé. was eafy of accefs, acute in obfervation, learned,

=~ witty and graceful in all his.attions. He pryed

Chara&er not into the fecrets of others; and he had no

of Dara.  focret himfelf, but what he difdained to hide.

He came fairly upon mankind ; he concealed no-
thing from them, and he expeted that faith
which he freely gave. Adive, lively, and full
of fire, he was perfonally brave; and he forgot
misfortune in the vehemence of his mind ; which,
negle&ing paft evils, looked forward to future
good. Though elevated with fuccefs, he never
was dejefted by bad fortune; and though no be-
liever in a particular providence, he met with all
the incidents of life as if they had been immove-
ably determined by Fate, 1n his public charac-
ter, he was fometimes morofe, frequently haugh-
ty, always obftinate, and full of pride. Self-
{uflicient in his opinions, he fcarce could hear
advice with patience; and all he required of his
friends was implicit obedience to- his . commands.
But, with this appearance of ill-nature, he was
inhis difpofiiion humane and kind ; for though
e was often paflionate, his rage was not deftruc-
tive; and it palfed fuddenly away without leaving
a trace of malice bebind, In his private charac-
ter Dara was, in every refped, unexceptionable.
He was an indulgent parent, a faithful hufband,
a dutiful fon. . When he returned at night to his
family, the darknels which had covered his brow,
throughout the day, was difpelled ; his counte-
nance was lightened up with joy, and his whole
converfation difplayed a peculiar ferenity and be-
nevolence of difpofition. Though no enemy,
from principle, to pleafure, he was naturally vir-
tuous; and he filled up his deifure time with
ftudy, inftead of thofe enervating indulgences,

which
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which render the princes of the Eaft effemi- A.D.
nate. Lo

Suja was humane in his difpofition, averfe to  iost.
cruelty, an enemy to oppreflion. In the esecy-
tion of juflice, he had no refpett of perfons but Of Syja.
when the natural tendernefs of his difpofition gave
his mind a bias toward the unfortunate. Though
honeft, like his brother Dara, he was not fo open
and free. He never told a falfehood ; but he did
not always tell the whole of the truth. He was more
tranquil, more clofe and referved than Dara ; and
he was more fitted for the intrigues of party, and
that management which is neceffary to dire& the
various paffions of men ‘to one point. He was
generous to his friends; heidid not difdain to
-hear their advice, though he, for the moft part,
followed his own judgment of things. e was
fond of pomp and magnificence; and much addicted
to the pleafures of the haram. Graceful and
activein his own perfon, he loved in women that
complete fymmetry of limbs which rendered
himfelf the favourite of the fex; and he fpared
no expence in filling his feraglio with ladies re-
markable for their beauty and accomplithments,
In their fociety he fpent too much of his time ;
but the warmth of his conftitution did not make
him neglect the neceflary affairs of life. During
his long government of Bengal, he won the af-
fections of the people by the foftnels of his man-
ners, and his exact and rigorous exccution of juf-
tice; and the country flourifhed in commerce
and agriculture, under the prote&tion which he
invariably gave to induftry. In battle he was
brave ; nor was he deftitute of the talents necefla-
ry for a general; and we muft attribute his
misfortunes in the field to the effeminacy of his
troops, more than to his own want of conduét.

The
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The character of Aurungzebe differed in every
refpect from thofe of his elder brothers. Defti-
tute of that graceful appearance of perfon which

v~ rendered them popular as foon as feen, he ac-

Of Au-
rungzebe,

Of Morad,

quired, by addrefs, that influence over mankind,
which nature had on them beftowed. In difpofi-
tion ferious and melancholy, he eftablifhed an
opinion of the folidity of his underftanding, even
among thofe who had no opportunity of being
acquainted with his great talents.  Pliant and
accommodating in his manner, he gained man-
kind by flattering their pride ; and he wiapt up
his behaviour in fuch plaufibility, that they attribut-
ed his attention to their own merit, more than to
his defigns. His common converfation turned
always on trifles. In affairs of moment he was re-
ferved, crafty, and full of diffimulation. Reli-
gion, the great engine of political impoftors, he
profefled in all its feverity. With it he deceived
the weak, and awed into a kind of reverence for his
perfon, the greateft enemies of his power. Though
not remarkable for humanity, he did not natural-
ly delight in blood ; but ambition was his darling
paflion, and before it vanifhed all the fofter feelings
of the foul. TFear, which renders other tyrants
cruel, had no place in his breaft ; but that pro-
vident caution, which withes to fhut up every ac-
cefs to danger, made him carelefs about the lives
of his rivals. He had a particular talent for
kindling diflenfions among thofe who oppofed his
defigns ; and his art and cunning were more de-
{truftive to his enemies than his fword.

Morad, the youngeft fon of Shaw Jehin, was
by conltitution lively and full of fire. With too
much levity for bufinefs, he gave up his time to
mirth, ation and amufement. He delighted in
the chace ; he was more fond of battle than of
war. Inriding, in bending the bow, in throwing

i : the
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the lance, he met with few that could equal him
in the armies which he commanded ; and he was
more defirous of carrying the palm in the manly
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exercifes of the field, than in the intrigues of the ‘e~~~

cabinet. He defpifed all cabals: be gloried in
keeping nothing fecret. He thought it beneath
his dignity to command mankind by art; and he
openly profefled, that he difdained to owe diftinc-
tion to any thing but the fword. ¢ To pofiels a
throne by the will of a parent, to owe it to birth,”
faid Morad, ¢ is unworthy of a great prince;
and had not my brother fupported his pretenfions
to the crown by arms, I would difdain to wear
it.”” In battle his foul was a ftranger to fear;
he was even an enthufialt in his love of danger,
and flaughter was his favourite paftime. In peace
he was mild, though proud, liberal, affable and
humane. But his very virtues were weaknefs ;
and his fate furnifhes a melancholy proof, that
an open generofity of fpirit is never a match for
hypocrify and deceit. His fplendid qualities,
however, rendered him popular in the army;
and Aurungzébe, notwith{tanding his fuperiority
of parts, owed, at laft, his fuccels over Morad,
as much, at lealt to accident as to his known ta-
lents. Such were the illuftrious competitors for
the throne of their father.

Suja, who had pofieffed the government of Ben-
gal for many years, was the firlt who appeared
in the field, upon receiving intelligence of the
dangerous illnefs of Shaw Jehdn. He excualed
his meafures by the violence of Dara. He was
informed, that he had nothing to expeét from
his brother fhould he poflefs the throne, butim-
prifonment, or even death ; and he affirmed, that
neceflity bad rendered rebellion lawful. The re-
fources which Suja poflefled, promifed fuccefs
~ to his enterprife. He had accumulated treafure,
and

Suja takes
the field.
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and levied an army; and, though his agent at
court tranfmitted to him accounts of his father’s

1068.  recovery, he affefted not to credit the intelligence.
~—~When he pitched his tent in the field, he iffued

Oppofed
by Soli-
man She-
ko.

out a manifelto, which bore that Shaw Jehin
was dead ; and that there were violent fufpicions’
of Dara’s being acceffary to his death. Though
he received letters from the hands of his father,
announcing his recovery, he alledged that they
were a forgery by Dara to amufe him, and to
divert him from his intentions of revenging the
death of the emperor on the parricide. = The ene-
mies of Dara contributed by their letters to make
Suja perfift in his refolution.

Dara had the earlieft intelligence of the defigns
of his brother ; and he made the neceffary prepa-
rations againft him. His fon Soliman, had march-
ed with ten thoufand horfe, to quell fome difturb-
ances in the province of Allahabad. Daraorder-
ed a reinforcement to fall down the Jumna, and
to join Soliman, Raja Joy Singh and Debere
Chan commanded the detachment, and they had
pofitive inftruttions, after joining the prince, to
ftop the progrefs of Suja to the capital with the
fword. 'The emperor, however, repented of or-
ders procured from him by the violence of Dara.
He was averfe to a civil war; and he fent fecret
direttions to Joy Singh to endeavour to induce
Suja to return to his government of Bengal. Thefe
directions were fcarce difpatched to the Raja, when
advices arrived at court that the prince Morid,
who commanded in the kingdom of Guzerat,
was proclaimed emperor by the army ; that the
receiver-general of ‘the Imperial ‘revenues, in op-
pofing the ufurpation, had been flain in battle;
and that Morad, baving negociated a confidera- -
ble loan with the bankers of Ahmedabad, had
goined money in his own name,

The
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The intelligence of this fecond rebellion haften- A. p.
ed Sujain his meafures. He withed to be the o
firlt of the competitors who fhould arrive at the 1u6s.
capital ; and he therefore moved his camp to =
Beniris. When he was bufy in conftruéting a Suj: fur-
bridge of boats for crofiing the Ganges, Soliman El:::{n;;:
.appeared in fight on the oppofite fhore with his ]
army. A negociation was fet on foot with Suja
by Joy Singh; and it was at laft agreed, that the
prince fhould return to his government and dif-
band his army. The a&ive fpiritof Soliman did
not relith this precarious pacification. = Joy Singh,
without his participatian, had fettled the terms
with Suja; and he did not think himfelf bound
by a truce, in which he had no hand. Hechang-
ed his ground, and moved a few miles up the
Ganges. The river, by an extraordinary drought,
was remarkably low, Soliman, to the aftonifh-
ment of every body, dilcovered a ford by which
the cavalry could pals. The circumitance was too
favourable to the inclinationsof the prince, not to
be turned to immediate advantage. In the night
he forded the'river ; and when day.light appeared,
fell fuddenly on Suja’s camp.

Suja, who confidered the Ganges asan infupe- and de~
rable barrier, permitted himfelf to be completely s
furprized. The thouts of the army, and the clathing
of fwords firlt rouzed him from fleep. He ftarted
from his bed, feized his arms, rufhed forth and
mounted his horfe. When he looked round him,
he beheld nothing but confufion and terror, flaugh-
ter and flight. His voice was not heard in the
tumule 3 and if heard, it was not obeyed. The
crowd around him was great; but his army was
too much agitated by fear to be reduced to any
form. As no man could truft to another, each
endeavoured to provide for his own fafety by
flight. The flaughter of . thofe who ftood, re-

' ) tarded
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A.D. tarded the enemy in their purfuit of the fugitives.
{;55; Suja, with fome of his officers, fought with
w1068. courage ; but they were driven into the river;
S~~~ and the prince with great difficulty made his efcape
in a canoe, and fell down the fiream without
{topping, till he reached Mongeer. Soliman, af-
ter his vitory, marched into Bengal, and be-
fieged Suja in the fort of Mongeer. But we muft
turn our attention to another quarter of the em-

ire.
Aurting- . Aurungzébe, as has been already related,
zehe heais returned  to Brampour after having finithed
the war in Tellingana. He did not continue
long in that city. He took up his refidence in a
town in the neighbourhood of Dowlatabid, which
be had rebuilt, and called after his own name
Aurungabad. In this place he received the firlt
news of his father’s illnefs; but three months
elapled before he heard any further intelligence
from court. Dara, who was refolved to eftablith
himfelf firmly on the thronein cafe of the demife
of his father, had placed guards on all the ferries
and highways ; at the fame time iffuing orders to
all the officers of the cuftoms, and the commanders
of diftri¢ts, to flop all letters and travellers.
Thefe circumflances induced Aurungzébe to be-
lieve that his father was dead ; and he began to
levy forces for his own fecurity. In the midlt
of his preparations, letters were received from
Morad, who commanded in Guzerat. That
prince informed Aurungzébe that Dara had ufurp-
ed the throne, and was taking meafures for cutting
off his brothers. He therefore propofed that they
fhould join in their own defence. Aurungzébe
embraced Morad’s propofal with joy. He knew
his own fuperior abilities, which were more than
a match for the open valour of Morad ; -and he
hoped, that if by his afliftance he could defeat
Dara,
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Dara, his own way to the throne would be paved. A p.
A negociation with Morad was opened, and the fors
preparations for war continued. it

Jumla, who had been difiniffed from the office ‘o~
of vifier by Dara, arrived in the mean time from Gains
Agra in the Decan. * Shaw Jehdn having difap- oves
proved of that lord’s being turned out of his de-
partment, endeavoured to gratify him in fome other
way ; and had, for that purpofe, given him the
command of a confiderable body of troops, to
reduce fome places which ftill held out in the
lately conquered provinces. Dara, who was Jea-
lous of Jumla’s known attachment to Aurung-
zébe, kept his family in the capital as the hoftages
of his faith. Jumla, pitching his camp in the
neighbourhood of Aurungabad, was informed of
Aurungzebe’s preparations for war. . He fent him

a meflage, informing him that the emperor was
- recovered, and had refumed the reins of govern-
ment. The prince, aftonifhied at the coldnefs of
Jumla, fent to demand a conference: but that
lord, fearing the fpies of Dara who were difperfed
over the camp, refuled to wait upon a man, who
was arming againft his fovereign.

Aurungzébe penetrated into the caufe of this Jumla
cautious condu¢t. He knew that he was attached
to his intereft ; and that it was only the fear of
Dara’s refentment againit- his family, prevented
him from joining with alacrity in his own views.
He therefore had recourfe to art. Mahommed
Mauzim, the fecond fon of Aurungzébe, was a
great favourite with Jumla. That prince was
fent to vifit him with proper inftru&ions from his
father. Mauzim, who was then about feventeen
years of age, poflefled a part of Aurungzébe’s
addrefs. He waited upon Jumla in his tent,
without any previous notice, and was received
with great kindnels and diltinction. When night

was
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was coming on, Jumla put the prince in mind of
the time; and Mauzim told him, that having
waited upon him without either the permiffion or

=~~~ knowledge of his father, he was afraid of return-

Marches
from Au-
rungabad.

ing without the cultomary honour of being at-
tended by the perfon to whbm he had paid the
vifit.  Jumia, who was afhamed of being defec-
tive in point of politenefs, agreed to accompany
Mauzim home. When they came to the prince’s
apartment, Jumla fignified his intention of re-
turning ; he was, however, perfuaded to enter.

 Mauzim retired, and his father appeared. He

earneftly infifted, that Jumla, with the army under
his command, fhould join in his defigns upon the
throne. That lord excufed himfelf, on account
ot his family, who were in the hands of Dara.
It was at length agreed, that the perfon of Jumla
fhould be feized ; and an order iffued for confil-
cating all his effe@s. This expedient fecured him
the refentment of both parties; and a door
of reconciliation was left open, which ever fide
fhould prevail. The troops, foon after the impri-
fonment of their general, joined the ftandard of
Aurungzébe.

On the fixteenth of February, 1658, Aurung-
z€be marched from Aurungabad with twelve thou-
fand horfe ; 'leaving his fecond fon Mauzim with
a fufficient force for the proteétion of the
Decan, from whence he intended to derive his
fupplies for the war. Nijabut Chan, defcended in
a direct line from Timur, commanded his van-
guard, and took the route of Brampour. He
himlelf followed with the main body, and arrived
on the firlt of March at that place. He remained
at Brampour near a month, for an anfwer to the
difpatches which he had fent to Guzerat to his
brother. His propofals to that prince were fo
obvioufly hypocritical, that only the open fpirit of

Morad,
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Morad,who,being full of honefty him(elf, fufpetted A.D.
no gqllcln others, could be for a moment deceived. '35::
He profeffed in his letters, that he had always 1068.
been his affe€tionate friend ; that Dara, from his >~/
natural weaknels, wasincapable of holding the reins

of government, “befides that he was from princi-

ple indifferent about allreligion ; that Suja, with
abilities little fuperior to Dara, was a heretic,

and by confequence unworthy of the crown.

¢« As for me,”  continues Aurungzébe, * I have
long fince dedicated myfelf to the fervice of God.

1 defire only for that fafety and tranquillity which

fuits the fervency of my devotion. But I will,
with my poor abilities, aflit Morad to take poflef-

fion of a {ceptre, which the united wifthes of the
people of Hindoftan have already placed in his
hand. Morad may then think of his faithful
Aurungzébe, and affign him a quiet retreat, for
pafling the remainder of his life in the aufterities
. of religion.”

Morad who, with his {plendid qualities, was His ma-
fefconcelted and vain, afcribed Aurunozebc’s ﬂfi‘}‘:;;'i
moderation to his own fuperior merit. He wrote
back to his brother, that he was ready to join
him with all his forces; and, for that purpofe,
was preparing to march from Ahmedabad. On
the twenty-fecond of March, Aurtingzébe having
received the difpatches of Morad, left the city of
Brampour, and took the route of Ugein, where
the brothers had preconcerted to join their forces.
Arriving on the banks of the Nirbidda, he was
informed that the Maraja, Jeflwint Singh, had,
on the part of Dara, taken pofleflion of Ugem,
with feventy thoufand horfe. He was beyond
meafure aftonifhed, that the enemy had not fent
a part of hisarmy to guard the paflage of the
river, which might have ftopt his progrefs. He,
howes sr, with his fmall force durft not crofs it;

and
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A D and he encamped on the oppofite banks in anxi-

’,3:3 ous expettation of the arrival of Morad.

1068 The Maraja, inftead of attacking Aurungzébe
~~~~/with a force that promifed a certain vittory,
Oppofed when he had advanced within ten miles of the
gfﬁf_N"_rebeis, took pofleflion of a woody hill, on the

top of which there was an extenfive plain. In
this place he intrenched his army ; and contented
himfelf with detaching flying f{quadrons to awe
the enemy from crofling the river. The condu&®
of the Maraja, who was perfonally brave, pro-
ceeded in a great mealure from his pride and ar-
rogance. He was heard to fay, That he waited
for the junétion of the brothers, that he might
in one day triumph over two Imperial princes.
Aurungzébe owed his fafety to this unaccount-
able folly. His fmall army, when he arrived on
the banks of the Nirbidda, was fo much fatigued
with the march, and fpent with the exceflive heat
of the weather, that he might be routed by an
inconfiderable force.
annedby A few days after Aurungzébe’s arrival at the
##%  Nirbidda, the'van of Morad’s army entered his
camp. When they were firft feen, on a rifing
ground near the army of Aurungzébe, the ene-
my ftruck his tents, and advanced toward the
banks of the river. Aurungzébe difpatched a
meflenger to haften Morad, who was ftill about
fifteen miles diftant. He himfelf, in the mean
time, refolved to take the prefent opportunity to
pals the river, which by the late extreme drought
had become fordable. He placed, therefore; his
artillery, which was worked by fome Frenchmen
in his fervice, on a rifing ground, and entered.
the river in columns, under his own fire. The
Maraja, trufting to the height of the banks and
his advanced-guard, who were already engaged
with the enemy, contented himfelf with drawing

p
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up hisarmy in order of battleat a diftance. Au- A p.
rungzébe, having {orced the paflage of the river, Igf*
encamped on its bank ; and the next day he was 1ob8.
joined by Morad, who had left his army on their ~——
march. The brothers, after a long conference,
refolved to attack the enemy by the dawn of the
morning ; -whillt orders were fent to the forces

of Morad, who were not yet arrived, to hold
themfelves in readinefs for attion. -

The Maraja, by his fcouts, being apprifed of feril 22,
the motions of the rebels, was ready to receive I\fi;}ijgf i
them. He drew up, before day-light, his army
in order of battle, to be ready to accommodate
his difpofitions afterwards to the appearance of the
enemy’s line. He accordingly began the aion
with the Mogul cavalry, but thele were foon re-
pulfed by the veteran troops of Aurungzébe.

The Maraja, who forefaw the difcomfiture of the
Moguls, fhewed behind them the front of thirty
thoufand of his native troops the Rajaputs, in
whom he chiefly confided. Aurungzébe, upon
feeing this formidable body, drew back from the
purfuit, and reftored his line. “Fhe Maraja ad-
vanced with impetuofity, and the prince met him
half-way. The thock was extremely violent;
and the rebels were on the point of giving way,
when Morad, with his troops, jult arrived on
the field, attacked the enemy in flank. The vic-
tory was fnatched from the hands of the Rajaputs:
their prince difdained to fly. The wings were
broken and ruined ; but the centre, animated by
the prefence of their prince, ftood its ground.
Slaughter and danger increafed every moment.
Morad was irrefiftible on the right flank; and
Aurungzébe, who had been on the point of re-
treating, advanced again to the charge. The
Rajaputs behaved with their ufual bravery; but
they were furrounded on all fides. The aftion

became
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A.n. became mixed and undiltinguithed. Friends were
1558 miftaken for foes, and foes for friends. Uncer-
s tainty would have fufpended the fword, but fear
-~ made it fall every where. About the fetting of
the fun, the field, covered with ten thoufand dead
bodies on the fide of the enemy, was left to Au-
rungz:be and Mordd. The Maraja, after the
battle was over, drove his chariot, by way of bra-
vado, quite round the army of the vitors; and
when it was propofed to Aurungzébe that a party
fhould be detached in purfuit of that princey
¢ No,” he replied, ¢ let the wounded boar have

time to fly.”’
Wafeulne  Fhe bad fuccefls of the Maraja proceeded not
::fl:{i:::,;"{ motre from his own folly, than from the addrefs
raja’s wife. f  Aurungzébe. That prince had his emiffaries
in the Imperial camp, who infinuated to the rigid
Mahommedans, that fhould the Maraja prevail,
their religion would be at an end in India. The
Moguls accordingly made but a faint refiftance 3
and the whole weight of the ation fell upon the
Rajaputs.  The Maraja, after his- defeat, was
afhamed to appedr at court. He retreated to his
own country ; but his wife, 2 woman of a mafcu-
line [pirit, difdained to receive a hufband not co-
vered with viftory. She fhut the gates of her
caftle againft him. He in vain remonftrated, that,
though unfuccefsful, be had fought with the brave-
ry of his anceltors, asappeared from the num-
ber of the flain. ¢ The flain,”’ faid fhe, * have
left Jefiwint without an excufe. To be defeated
is no new thing among the Marajas, but to fur-
vive a defeat is new. Defcended trom their blood;
adopted by marriage into their houfe, they left
their glory in the hands of Jeflwint, and he has
tarnifhed it with flight. To be the meflenger of
the ruin of his armies, to fhowto the world that
he fears death more than difgrace, is now beCor;lle
. the



the employment of my hufband. ButI haveno a.p.
hufband. Itis an impoftor that knocks at our o
gates. Jeflwint is no more. The blood of kings 1ocs.
could not furvive his lofs of fame. Prepare the =~
funeral pile! I will join in death my departed
lord.” To fuch a pitch of entbufiafm had this
woman carried her ideas of valour. She herfelf

was the daughter of the late Rana, and Jeflwint

was of thefame family. He, however, prevailed
upon her to open the gate of the caftle, by pro-
mifing that he would levy a new army, and reco-

ver from Aurungzébe the glory which he had loft

to that prince.

The princes, after their vi®ory over the Mara- Aurung-
ja, entered Ugein in triumph. = Morad, who %>
loved battle as a paltime, was unwilling to ftop in Ugein.
that city ; but Aurungzébe convinced him that it
was neceflary to refrefh the troops for a few days,
after the fatigues of a long march, and the toils
of anoblftinateaétion. He atthe fame time informed
him, that time fhould be given to their victory to
work upon the fears of the enemy. Befides,” faid
Aurungzébe, ¢ there are thirty thoufand men in
the army of Dara, whom I intend to gain over
to my intereft before we fhall again engage.”” The
true caufe of this delay was a want of information
of the real ftate of the court of Agra. If Dara
was the fovereign, Aurungzébe had no doubt of
carrying all before him, on account of the un-
popularity of that prince among the nobjlity ;
but if the reins of government had reverted into
the hands of Shaw Jehin, who was, ina manner,
adored both by the army and the people, he was
fure that even his own troops would defert him in
a day of battle. He had fent privately exprefles
to his friends at Agra, and he waited for their
return. :

Vor. IIL, Aa The
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The news of the battle near the Nirbidda ar-
rived, inthe mean time, at court. Dara was en-
raged at the Moguls, from whofe cowardice or

~——— perfidy the rebels derived their fuccefs. The em-

Perplex'ty

of the em-

peror.

Preparati-
ons of Da-
Ta,

peror himfelf was perplexed beyond meafure,
He was fenfible of the determined refolution of
his rebel fons : he dreaded the violence of Dara:
He faw nothing but misfortune before him, and
fome dreadful calamity hanging over himfelf and
his family. The eager preparations of Dara for
another battle, alarmed him as.much as the ap-
proach of the rebels. A viGtery would make
Dara mafter of the empire : a defeat would throw
himfelf into' the hands of thofe whom he oppofed.
His mind flew from onerefolution to another, and
he could fix on none. The profpett was gloomy
before him ; and feeing no point on which he
could reft his hopes, he left all to chance.

Dara, with the natural activity and vehemence
of his temper, prepared, with redoubled vigour,
for the field. He pafled like a flame through the
capital, and kindled thoufands into: an eagernefs
equal to his own. When the firft news of the
defeat of the Maraja came to court, Dara fent
an exprefs to his fon Solimin, who befieged
Suja in Mongeer." He defired him: to. make the
beft terms which the urgency of the times would
admit with Suja, and to return to. Agra by forced
marches. A negociation was opened accordingly
withftbe befieged prince. His neceflities made
himvliften, with eagernefs, to:atreaty. Solimén,
in the name of the emperor, reinftated him in
the government of Bengal, after having exa&ted
from him a folemn promife of taking no farther
part in the war. He bimfelf marched, night and
day, to reinforce his father ; and had he arrived
in time, Aurungzébe might have given his hopes
to the wind. Soliman was then in the twenty-

fixth
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fixth year of his age; graceful in his petfon, and A, p.
vigorous in his mind. Nature feemed to have 653
formed him for war. He was brave in aétion, s
fedate, and poflcfling himfelf in the greateft dan- ~—~
gers. He was generous in his difpofition, liberal

in his fentiments, pleafing to his friends, humane

to h s enemies. He poflefled the fire and warmth

of Dara without his weakneffes; the prudence of
Aurungzébe without his' meannels and deceir.

The Imperial army, in the mcan time, marched who
out of Agra under the conduct of Dara. The ”;[’Ifﬂ{“
emperor became more and more perplexed, as Auung-
matters approached to a decifion. He knew %y
that the nobles loved not Dara : he knew that the
beft troops were abfent with Soliman. One ex-
pedient only remained, and that, if followed,
would have infured fuccefs. e ordered the Im-
perial tent to be pitched without the walls ; de-
claring, that he would take the field in petfon
againft the rebels. His friends faw an end to his
troubles in this refolution. His own army to a
man would die in defence of his power; and
even the troops of Aurungzébe and Morid had
openly declared, thatthey would not draw their
fwords againft Shaw Jehan. The infatuation of
Dara prevented his father’s defigns. He had
recourle to intreaty, and when that failed, to
commands. The emperor, whofe intellects had
been in fome meafure impaired by his illnefs,
was, at firlt, fhocked at the obltinacy of jJDara.

That prince, wholfe filial piety was even greater
than his ambinon, waited upon his father. He
threw himfelf at his feet, and earneltly requefted
that he would not endanger his health by taking
the field ; as, upon his life, the profperity of the -
empire depended, in days of {o much trouble.

"The emperor, having yielded to theintreaties of Chargegi-
Dara conjured him, though bent on war, to avoid ey

Aaz2 coming
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A.D. coming to adtion till the arrival of his fon. The

1958 malignity of his fate prevailed alfo over this

1068, advice. He faid not a word to his father; but

. S~~~ his countenance exprefled chagrin and difcontent.

“ Then go, my fon,” faid Shaw Jehin, ¢ but re-

turn not without viGtory to me. Misfortune feems

todarken the latter days of your father; add not to

his grief by prefenting yourfelf before him in

your diftrefs, left he may be induced to fay,

‘That prudence, as well as fortune, were wanting

to Dara.” - The prince had fcarce parted with his

father, when news arrived of the march of the

rebels from the city of Ugein. Dara placed

himfelf at the head of the army, which confifted

of one hundred thoufand horfe, with a thoufand

pieces of cannon. He advanced haftily to the

banks of the river Chunbul, which is twenty miles

from Agra. A ridge of mountains, which extend

themfelves to Guzerat, advance into the plain

country, along the Chunbul, to within twenty-

five miles of the river Jumna; and this pafs Da-

ra occupied with firong lines, ftrengthened by
redoubts, which were mounted with artillery.

Avrung-  Dara had not long remained behind his lines,

4ebe 1t when the princes, on the firlt of June, appeared

the Irape on the oppofite bank of the Chunbul, and pitched

’J‘:L;‘”I‘_“Y' their. camp within fight of the Imperial army.

Aurungzebe reconnoitred the fituation of the ene-

my, but he was not to be forced. His army con-

filted not of forty thoufand men ; and they were

fatigued with the heat of the weather and the

length of their march. But there was no time

to be loft. Soliman, covered with laurels, was

approaching falt with the flower of the Imperial

army, to fupport his father’s caufe. No hopes

prefented themfelves to Aurungzébe; and he be-

came, of a fudden, fullen, melancholy, and per-

plexed. To retreat was ruin : to advance deftruc-

tion. He was ‘loft in fufpence. Morid, with

his
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his ufual love of arduous undertakings, was for a p.
forcing the lines ; but a letter from Shaifta, the 1658
fon of Afiph Jah, and who was third in com- o8
mand in the Imperial army, broke off that mea- ———~~ _
fure, by prefenting a better to the brothers.
This treacherous lord informed Aurungzébe, that
to attempt the lines would be folly, and that the
only means left him was to leave his camp f{tand-
ing to amufe Dara, and to march through the
hills by a bye-road, which two chiefs, who were
direCted to attend him in the evenina, would
point-out. The princes clofed with the propofal.’
The guides joined them in the evening, and they
decamped with the greatelt filence, leaving their
tents, baggage, and artillery under a ftrong
guard, who were to amufe the enemy. The army
moved about thirty miles that night; and the
next day they were difcovered by the fcouts of Dara’s or-
Dara, in full march toward Agra. SRl B
Dara decamped from his lines with precipitation, s.
leaving the greater part of his cannon behind him.
By a forced march he pufhed between the enemy
and the capital ; and on the fourth of June, he
prefented himfelf before the rebels. On the
morning of the fifth, the prince ordered the army
to be formed in order of battle. Ruftum Chan,
an experienced general from Tartary, marfhalled
the field. The artillery was placed in the front,
joined together with chains to prevent the paflage
of the cavalry of the enemy. Behind the artille-
ry ftood a number of camels, mounted with fmall
fwivels, which the riders of each camel, without
lighting, could charge and difcharge with: eafe.
In the rear were drawn up the mufqueteers in
three lines ; and the two wings were formed of
the cavalry, armed with bows and arrows toge-
ther with fabres.  One third of the cavalry form-
ed the referve behind the lines. - Dara placed
himfelf in the center, mounted on a lofty elephant,
from
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from which he could command a view of the
field. The treacherous Shaifta took the com-
mand of the right wing ; and that of the left was
deltined by Dara for Rutum. That officer, who
was acknowledged the moft experienced com-
mander in Hindoltan, was actually at the head of
thearmy. He bore the commiffion of captain-
general, and all orders were iflued by him, He
reprefented to Dara, before the altion commenced,
that he intended to place himfelf at the head of
the referve in the rear, where he might dire
the movements of the field, and ifTue out his or-
ders as the cireumftances of affairs might require.
““ My poft,” faid Dara, “ is in the front of bat-
tle; and I expe& that all my friends fhall partake
of my danger, if they wifh to fhare the glory
which L hope to obtain.” The generous and in-
trepid {pirit of Ruftum was offended at this reflec-
tion. He anfwered with a {tern countenance and
a determined tone of voice, % The front of
battle bas been always my poft, though I never
contended for an empire; and if I withed to
change it to-day, it was from an anxiety for the
fortune of Dara.” The prince was ftruck with
the impropriety of his own conduct. He endea-
voured to perfuade Ruftum to remain at the head
of the referve ; but he went beyond hearing, and
placed himfelf in the front of the left wing.
Aurungzebe, on the other hand, baving mar-
fhalled his army into order of battle, requelted of
Morid to take the command of the center. He
committed the ieft wing to his fon Mahommed,
and heplaced himlfelf on the right. Morad was
altonifbied, and pleafed at the eafe with which
Aurungzebe afligned to him the poft of honour.
But the cratty prince had two reafons for his con-
dutt. Morad was haughty, he had affumed the
Imperial titles, and though, out of a pretended
complaifance to his father, he had laid them

down,
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down, he looked forward with undeviating ar-

dour to the throne. It was not the bufinefs of A. D
Aurungzébe to offend him at this critical junc- '[‘15-,5:.‘
ture. But his other reafon was equally prudent. 1068
Ruftum commanded the left wing of the enemy; ™7
and he was the moft renowned general of the
times. He had paffed many years in the fervice

of the Tartars and Perfians, being bred up to the

field from his youth, in which he had almoit emi-
nently diftinguifhed himfelf. Hehad been prefent

in one hundred general ations; he was habitu-

ated to danger, and perfet’ mafter of his own

mind in the moft defperate fituations. Aurung-

zebe thetefore could not truft the experience of
Ruftum, againft the conduétof any buthis own.

Both lines began now to move from wing to Thebattle

wing; and the artillery opened on both fides. begi
Ruftum advanced, on the left, with a hafty pace,
direéting the march of his troops by the motion
of hisfword. Aurungzebe ordered a part of his
artillery to point toward Ruftum; and that ge-
neral received a cannon-ball in his breaft, when
he had advanced within five yards of the enemy.
The whole wing ftopt at the fall of Ruftum: but
Sitterfal, one of the chiefs of the Rajaputs, at
the head of five thoufand horfe, fell in, fword in
hand, with Aurungzébe. Shaw Mahommed,
who commanded under the prince, oppofed the
Rajaputs with great bravery. A fharp conflit
enfued ; and the Rajaputs began to file off, when
their Teader engaged perfonally with Shaw Mahom-
med. The Rajaputs ftrove to cover their chief,
butin vain; he was cut down by the fabre of
Mahommed. The whole wing fell into diforder,
but did not fly ; and a promifcuous flaughter co-
vered the field with dead. '

Dara, mounted on his elephant, in the mean Dira’s
time advanced with the centre. He was obferved """

by
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by his army to look over all the line, and they
gathered courage from his intrepid demeanor. A
part of the enemy’s artillery was oppofed to the

~——~ very point where Dara advanced. A heavy fire

Morad’s
bravery.

was kept up, and his fquadron fell into a kind of
diforder ; but when bhe waved his hand for them
to advance, they refumed their ranks, and follow-
ed him with ardour. Before he could come to
blows with the enemy, a fecond volley occafioned
a fecond diforder. He however flood up on his
clephant, and, without any change in his coun-
tenance, called out with a loud voice to advance
with fpeed.  He himfelf, in the mean time, fell
in with the firft line of Mordd. He rufhed
through with his elephant, and opened a way for
his horfe, who, prefling into the heart of the
enemy, commenced a great flaughter.

The whole centre under Mordd was broken,
and the prince himfelf was covered with wounds.
He endeavoured to lead his troops again to the
charge; but they were deaf to his commands.
He ordered his elephant to be driven among the
thickeft of the enemy; being determined to fall
with his fortune, or, by a brave example, to re-
animate his flying troops with hopes of recovering
the day. His boldnefs was attended with fuccels.
His fquadron feeing the enemy furrounding their
prince, were athamed of their terror, and poured
around him.  Arib Dafs, an Indian chief, thrice
ftrove to reach Morad with his fword ; but he
did not fucceed, on account of the height of the
clephant. He, however, cut the pillars which
fupported the roof of the Amari or caftle, which
falling upon the prince, incumbered him in fuch
a manner, that he could not defend himfelf, He
however difengaged himfelf, and dealt death with
his arrows on every fide. In the mean time
Mahommed, the fon of Aurungzébe, was fent by

his
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his father’s orders from the left to the affiftance a.p.
of Morad. He came up when the prince was in 163
the greateft danger. Frefh fpirit was given to  yoes.
the troops of Morad, and Dara received a check. ‘v~

The battle now raged with redoubled fury. Dara, by
The elephant of Morad, rendered outrageous by 37 3¢
wounds, ruthed forward through the columns of
the enemy. Mahommed, afhamed of being left
behind, followed him with great ardour. Dara
did not retreat. He gave his orders with appa-
rent compofure. But a cannon-ball having taken
off the head of his folter-brother, who fat with
him on the elephant, he was almoft blinded with
the blood. A rocket, at the fame time, paffing
by his ear, finged his turban; a fecond followed,
and having ftuck in the front of the Amari, burft,
and broke it all to pieces. His colour was feen
then to change. The lord who drove the elephant
obferved an alterationin the prince; and, whe-
ther through perfonal fear, or for the fafety of
his mafter, is uncertain, retreated a few paces.
Dara reprimanded him with feverity; but the
mifchief was already done. His fquadrons faw
the retreat of the prince; and their fpirit flag-
ged. He however ordered the driver to turn his
elephant toward the enemy, but that lord repre-
fented to him, that now; being marked out by
the rebels, it were better for bim to mount his
horfe, and purfue the fugitives, for that now
very few remained on the field. He alighted;
but there was no horfe to be found. He fought
for fome time on foot. At length he mounted
a horfe whofe rider had been killed.

Almoft the whole of both armies had now left ;, 4.
the field. Not a thoufand men remained with ed.
Dara, and fcarce one hundred horfe with Au-
rungzébe and Moridd. The latter however fought
with increafing ardour.  His young fon, of about

eight

feat-
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A D. eight years of age, fat with him upon the ele-

1958.  phant. Him he covered with his' fhield, and

168, dealt his arrows around on the enemy. Aurung-

=~ ztbe, baving in vain endeavoured to rally his flying

fquadrons, advanced with fifty horfemen to the af-

filtance of Morad, hoping more for an honour-

able death than for avi€tory. It was at the very

inftant that he came to blows with the Imperial-

ilts, that the unfortunate Dara difmounted from

his elephant. His fquadrons who had {till adhered

to that prince, feeing the elephant retreating

with the Imperial ftandard, thought that Dara

had been killed. The caufe for which they fought,

in their opinion, no longer exifted. They be-

took themfelves to flight; and when Dara had

mounted his horfe, he found the field bare of all

his troops. He fled with precipitation, and the rebel

princes found themfelves at the head of only two

hundred horfemen, in pofleflion of an unexpectted
victory.

f"ﬂﬁfﬁ- This battle, in which many thoufands were

i flain on both fides, was loft to Dara by an ac-

cident ; though that prince was guilty of

previous follies, which made men forbode no

good to his arms. ~ Had he fat ‘on his elephant a

few minutes longer, the princes his brothers

would have been involved in thofe irretrievable

misfortunes which now furrounded him. But his

evil ftars prevailed. He who never received

counfel before, was ruined by hearkening

to advice ; and Aurungzebe, who had placed his

hopes on art and intrigue, owed, at laft, his fuc.

cefs to his valour. Dara, like a defperate gam-

bler, threw all upon throw ; ; and when Fortune

favoured him in that, he turned the dye for his

foes. Had he permitted Shaw Jehian to have

taken the field, his brothers would fcarce

have dared to negociate for their lives; bad he

waited



SHAW JEHAN. 252
waited for his gallant fon, it would not have been A.D.
a contelt but a flight. But ambition had dazzled 080
the eyes of Dara, and he could not fec things in o8,
their proper light. Had the emperor appeared at —~~
the head of his forces, his power would be at

an end. Had Soliman arrived freth from the
conquelt of Suja, the glory of viGtory would have

refted upon that prince. Dara, unfortunately

for himfelf, was, from his love of power, afraid

of his father; and, from the defire of fame, en-

vious of the renown of his fon.

SHAW
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Reflections—Dara appears before bis father—His
Slight to Delbi—The army deferts Solimdn Shekd
—>Shaifta Chan condemned to death—Refcued—
The confederate princes appear before Agra—
Aurungzébe writes to his father—~Conference be-
tween bim and the princels Febandra—His art-
Jul conducl—By a Jiratagem feizes the citadel and
the emperor— Deceives Mordd— Marches with
bim in purfuit of Dara—Seizes and imprifins
Moréd— Purfues Dara—Mounts the throne at
Delbi—Reflections on his conduct—The news of

his acceffion brought to Shaw Fehdn—Charalter
of that prince.

A D.
1658, THE decifive battle, which quathed for ever
w06¢,  the hopes of Dara, and gave the crown of Hin-
\——~ doftan to Aurungzéebe, was fought within fixteen
Refiec-  Miles of Agra. The vitor, aftonifhed at 2 piece
Hons.  of good fortune which he did not expe@, purfued
not his enemies beyond the field. The fugitives
on both fides had rallied, in the rear of the fmall
parties who continued the action, and prefented
a fhew of firmnefs, without any inclination of re-
newing the combat. To an unconcerned fpedia-
tor



tor it would have been difficult to determine A p.
which party had prevailed. The flight on each 14s8.
fide was equal ; and the field was left, by both oS
armies, to the dead. But Dara was conquered w——~
in his own mind ; he pafled {fuddenly through the
half-formed lines of his rallied army, and men,

who wanted but an excufe for flight, relinquithed

their ground with precipitation.  Aurungzébe

was firlt convinced of his victory by its confe-
quences ; but whether from policy or fear is un-
certain, he forbore to advance towards Agra.

He gave time to his troops to recover from their

- terror ; ‘as well as room to his enemies to increafe

their panic: befides, the affairs of his rival were

not defperate. Should the emperor take the field

in perfon, the rebel princes, notwithftanding the
advantages which they had obtained, would have
vanithed from his prefence. But his diftemper

had not left Shaw Jehan, and he was incumbered

with the indolence of age.

The emperor had fat all day, in anxious expec- Dara i
tation, in the tower over that gate of the citadel Fore bis Fa
which looked toward the field of battle. Parties ther
of fugitives had often alarmed his fears; but the
exprefles from Dara, during the time of action,
had as often reftored his hopes. The prince at
length came to the foot of the wall, with marks
of his own defeat. To mention the refult of the
battle was fuperfluous; his appearance betrayed
misfortune. ¢ The rebels, I perceive, have pre-
vailed,” faid Shaw Jehin with a figh; ¢ but
Dara Shek6é muft have had fome other caufe than
fear for his flight.”’—<¢ Yes,” replied the prince,

"¢ there is a caufe. The traitor Shaifta Chan!
I have loft the empire, but let him not efcape un-
punifhed.” The emperor bent his eyes to the
ground, and for fome time uttered not one word ;
at-length [uddenly ftarting up, he faid, ¢ What

means
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A.D. means Dara to do?”’—* To defend thefe walls,”
;_]E’fg' replied the prince. * You deceive yourfelf,”
1068, faid Shaw Jehdn; ¢ walls are no defence to thofe
v~ who have failed in the field.” Having exprefled
himlelf in thefe words, he ordered the by-ftanders
to remove. He then advifed Dara to fet out im-
mediately for Delhi. He told him, That the go-
vernor of that city fhould have orders to (upply
him with all the public money in his poffeflion;
and that an exprefs fhould be immediately dif-
patched to bis fon Soliméan, to march along the
- northern banks of the Ganges, and to join him
in the province of Doab, which lies between that

river and the Jumna.

Flies Dara, approving of this advice, retired to his
own palace, and made preparations for his im-
mediate flight. He loaded all his' elephants and
chariots with his women and flaves; and for want
of bealts of burden, he imprudently left his trea-
fure behind. About midnight, the unfortunate
prince iffued out of Agra, mounted on horfeback,
accompanied by a few menial fervants. One of
the pikemen who attended him, had the infolence
to ride clofe by his fide, and to murmar in his
ears concerning the lofs which he himfelf fuftained
by fuch an abrupt departure. Dara was enraged
at this fudden mark of his own fallen condition,
¢ Slave!”” faid he, * murmur not at your fate.
Behold me, who but yefterday commanded ar-
mies, reduced thus low, and forget your own
trivial misfortunes. Behold me, who am called
great as Darius,” alluding to his own name,
“ obliged to fly by night, and be filent concern-
ing your fate.” The pikeman was ftruck by the
reproof.  He fhrunk back, and the other fervants
wept.  One of them was fo much enraged that
he prepared to chaftife the flave; but Dara inter-
poling faid, ¢ Forbear! the friends of the un-

fortunate
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fortunate have a right to complain in their pre- a, p,

fence.” 1658,
Dara proceeded through night, and deceived ooy

his misfortunes by repeating fome of the elegies

of Hafiz, a famous poet of Shiraz. When he to Delhi.

had rode two miles from Agra, he heard the

noife of horfemen approaching from behind. He

ftood and drew his fword; but they were two

private foldiers, who, having perceived the prince

pafling through the gate of the city, took a refo-

lution to join him. They told their bufinefs;

and Dara was prevented from thanking them by

his tears. He had not advanced many miles,

when an officer, with forty troopers joined him;

and by the dawn of the morning, feveral men of

diftin&tion came up with him, with three hun.

dred horfe. 'With this retinue he continued his

rout'to Delhi; and arrived in that city on the

third day after his departure from Agra.

The emperor, anxious about Dara, fent to his Raifes
palace foon after his departure. He underftood
that, in the confufion, he had negleted to carry
along with him his treafure. He immediately or-
dered fifty-feven mules to be loaded with gold
coin, and to be fent to his fon under “the protec-
tion of a detachment of the guards. But a tribe
of Hindoos, who have fince made a figure under
the name of Jates, having intelligence of this
treafure, defeated the party, and feized the mo-
ney. This was a dreadful blow to Dara. Thirty
lacks of the public money were only found in the
pofleflion of the governor of Delbi; and the mer-
chants and bankers would fubfcribe to no loan,
in the prefent untoward pofture of the prince’s
affairs, The threats of military execution at laft
enabled him to raife confiderable {fums, for which

he gave orders on the Imperial treafury.  Soldiers
flocked
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flocked round his ftandard; and he had, in a
few days, the appearance of an army.

Aurungzébe, who {till remained encamped
near the field of battle, was informed of every
tranfa&ion in Agra by his fpies. The greatelt
lords, who looked upon him as the heir if not
the a&ual pofleflor of the empire, endeavoured
to gain his favour by giving him intelligence.
He found that all the hopes of Dara depended
upon the army under the command of his fon;
and he refolved to gain it over to his own views.
He fent letters to the Raja Joy Singh, he wrote
to Debere Chan, who were next in command to
Soliman Sheko. He exaggerated, if pofiible, the
hopelefs condition of Dara; he informed them,
that the army of that prince had joined his
ftandard, that he himfelf had fled unattended to
Delhi, that he could not efcape, as orders had
been diftributed through all the provinces to feize
him, as a public enemy. ¢ Shaw Jehan,” con-
tinued Aurungzébe, ¢ is rendered unfit for go-
vernment by age and infirmities. Your hopes,
and even your fafety, muft depend upon me; and
as you valug both, feize Soliman, and fend him
to my camp.” ,

Joy Singh, who received the firft letters from
Aurungzébe, was perplexed. His fears ftood

againft his adherence to Solimin; his honour

rendered him averfe to fide with Aurungzébe.
He went to the tent of Debere; and that lord
placed the letters which he alfo had received, in
his hands. To feize the prince was a meafure of
peril, from his known valour; to attempt to fe-
duce the army, whillt he remained at its head,
dangerous. ‘They followed the middle courfe as
the fafeft. 'When the news of the defeat of Dara
arrived at the camp, about a day’s march beyond
Allahabad, the prince called a council. of war.’

He
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He propofed to march ftraight to Delhi; they A.D.
diffented, and plainly told him, that they would 15
not {tir from the camp till more certain advices 18,
arrived.  The prince, anxious to join his father, >~
was diftrefled beyond meafure. He endeavoured
to perfuade them ; but their meafures had been
taken. He applied to the army ; they too were
traitors, and difobeyed. Inftead of being able to
aflift Dara, he became afraid of his own fafety.
He refolved to leave a camp where he had no
authority. He, however, altered his opinion,
and remained; but the principal officers; with
their retinues, left the camp. '
Shaifta Chan, who had commanded the right Shaifa
wing of Dara’s army in the late battle, betrayed (""" <"
his truft, and retreated without coming to blows death.
with the rebels. He returned to Agra; anda
meflage was fent him by the emperor, command-
ing him to appear in the prefence. His friends
adviled him not to obey ; but his confidence was
equal to his want of faith. He trulted in his own
power; he was encouraged by the vicinity of the
vitorious princes. He went, and ftood un-
daunted in the prefence. The emperor, offended
before at his treachery, was enraged at his im-
pudence. “ You villain,” faid he,  you fon
of a villain, how could you prefume to betray
my fon and me?”’ Shaifta took fire at the re-
proach. ¢ The name,” he replied, * I con-
fefs, is not unfuitable to Afiph Jah; he invefted
Shaw Jehan with power, by delivering the heir
of the crown into his hands.”” The emperor
ftarted from his throne, and drew his fword. He
looked furioufly around on the nobles, and cried,
¢« Will none of you feize the traitor > All were
filent; the emperor repeated the fame words.
Fowlad Chan ftept forth, threw Shaifta to the
ground, and binding his hands behind him, afked
Vor. III. Bb the
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the further pleafure of Shaw Jehan. ¢ Throw
him headlong,” faid he, * from the Imperial
baltion.” When they were dragging him to ex-
ecution, Shaifta cried out to the emperor,
¢« Shall you, who are the vicegerent of God,
break his laws, by fhedding blood on the feventh
day of the holy month of Ramzan ?” Shaw Jehin
nung down his head for a moment; and then
ordered him to be kept bound till the next day.
The friends of Shaifta were, in the mean time,
appriled of his danger. They gathered from all
quarters, and colletted near ten thoufand men,
who came to the gate of the citadel, and peremp-

* torily demanded him from the emperor. Shaw

The
princesap-
pear bes

tore Agra.

Jehan continued obftinate during the night. In
the morning, the force of the rebels had increaf-
ed ; and he perceived that they were refolved to
come to extremities. He fent for the prifoner;
and obliged him to write an order for them to
difperfe.  They faw through this piece of policy.
‘They refufed to obey the commands of a man
{fubje to another’s power. Scaling ladders were
aCtually applied to the walls; and the emperor
was obliged to comply with the demands of the
infurgents, and to reftore Shailta to his free-
dom.

On the ninth of June, the confederate princes
appeared with their army before the capital. The
city was in no condition to fultain a fiege; and
the gates were left open. Aurungzébe, declining
to enter Agra, pitched his tent in a garden with-
out the wails. His fchemes were not yet ripe for
execution; and he affumed an appearance of mo-
deration. Morad lay ill of his wounds ; and, be-
ing unable to attend to bufinefs, a fair field was
left for his brother. The emperor, when the
van of the rebels appeared in fight, ordered the
gates of the citadel, which was a place of great

ftrength,
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firength, to be fhut. This refolution alarmed A. D.
Aurungzébe. To attack his father would be a }j5*
meafure of great imprudence. His health being  1o68.
re-eftablifhed, his fubjeéts ftill looked up to him >~
as their only lawful fovereign. Aurungzébe,
therefore, refolved to fubftitute art in the place

of force.

When he arrived at the gate of the city he Aurung-
fent a trufty meflenger to his father. He ordered %5, o8
him to touch the ground in his name, before the ther.
emperor ; and to fignify to him, that Aurung-
zébe ftill retained for him the affetion of a fon,
and the loyalty of a fubjett; that his grief for
what had happened was exceedingly great; that
he lamented the ambition and evil defigns of Da-
ra, who had forced him to extremities ; that he
rejoiced extremely at the emperor’s recovery from
his indifpofition ; and that he himfelf remained
without the city, in humble expe&ation of his
commands. Shaw Jehdn being no ftranger to
the dark, crafty, and intriguing difpofition of
Aurungzébe, received his meflenger with affected
joy. He had long dilcovered his paflion for
reigning ; and he refolved to meet deceit with du-
plicity. He, however, was not a match in art
for his fon; and by endeavouring to intrap Au-
rungzébe, he himfelf fell at laft into the fnare.

Shaw Jehédn, to expifcate the real defigns of his ;Fhfnion-
rebellious fons, fent his eldeft daughter Jehanira ="
to vifit them, upon their arrival at the gates of
Agra, Aurungzebe having owned the f{uperio-
rity of Morad, the princefs went firft to, his tent.
Morad was of a difpofition that could neither con-
ceal his hatred nor his love. He knew that Je-
hanira was inviolably attached to theinterefts of
his elder brother ; and being at the fame time fret-
ful through the pain of his wounds, he treated
her with difrefpe&t, and even ufed bharfh expref-

Bb 2 fions.
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fions, The haughty fpirit of Jehanfra was im-
‘patient of infult.  She called for her chair in her
rage, and told him, that his brutality was equal

=~~~ to his crimes. The behaviour of Morad to his

of the
princefs
Jehanara

filter, was inftantly carried to 'Aurungzébe, by
his fpies. He ran out of his tent, and ftopt her
chair,” "¢ Will my filter,” he faid,  leave the
camp without enquiring concerning my health?
My long abfence, Jehanara, has, I fear, blotted me
out of the memory of my relations. Should you
not deign yourfelf to honour me with your pre-
fence, it would have been kind to have fent to me
one of your meanelt flaves, to give me fome ac-
counts of my father.”” 'Having flattered her pride
with fuch expreflions as thefe, he prevailed upon
her to enter his tent, where fhe was treated with
the higheft refpe& and diftin&ion.

To gain the confidence of Jehanfra, he pre-
tended the greatelt remorfe for his own behaviour.
He told her, that his happinefs' in life depended
upon his father’s forgivenefs of his errors. * But
why'did I call them errors, Jehanira ?”’ faid he,
“ they are crimes; though I might plead as an
excufe, that 1 was deceived by defigning men ;
but my folly in believing them, has thrown dif-
credit on my underftanding, in my own eyes.”
His afleverations ‘were accompanied with fears ;
and the princefs was deceived. ¢ 1 am no
ftranger,” fhe replied, « to the fentiments of the
emperor, on 'a fubje@ which has caufed fo much
of his forrow. He is' moft offended at Morid,
who has added the name of Scvereign to his other
crimes. He confiders Aurungzébe as only mif-
led by mifreprefentation 3 Morad as an obftinate
and determined rebel. Defert him, therefore,
and you may not only depend upon’ forgivenefs,
but upon all the 'favour an indulgent parent can
beftow on a fon whom he loves.” ML

' : ; Aurungzébe’s
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Aurungz®be’s ‘countenance appeared lightened . p,
up with joy, during the time which fhe employedin 1658.
fpeaking. * But an affeéted darknefs returned upon  foss
his features when fhe mentioned Mordd. ¢ Da. \——~u
ra’s party,” he then began, * is ruined; and _:‘::,fgg;‘b‘e
Fortune has added to the friends of Morad. The ;
firflt is unpopular, on account of his paffionate
feverity among. the nobility ; the latter beloved,
for the open honefty of his difpofition and his
unequalled valour. “ As for me,” continued
Aurungzebe, “ I am what[ feem, a man devoted
to the fervice of God; a chara&er little calcu-
lated to gain the favour of men. But fhould Da.
ra appear to have friends to fupport my endea-
vours to regain the efteem of my facher, I venture
to affure Jehandra, that I will fucceed or perith in’
theattempt.” He {poke thele words with fuch an,
appearance of emphatic fincerity, that the princefs
was ovetjoyed. In the opennels of her heart, ‘The
informed him of all the refources of her brother
Dara ; and (he mentioned the names of his prin-
cipal friends. Many who pretended to be in the
intereft of Aurungzébe were of the number ;
though they had ‘yielded for the prefent to the.
bias of fortune. Without any perfonal affection
for'Dara, they affected his caufe from a principle
of juftice. " I am rejoiced, Jehanara,” faid,
Aurungzébe, ¢ at the difcovery you have made,
No 'doubts now remain to perplex my mind. . Go,
to my father, and tell him, that_in two days he
fhall fee Aurungzébe at his feet.” b Baga)

Shaw Jehan, upon 'this occafion, forgot the Emperor
nataral cattioufnefs of his character. He looked pys:
upon his_ fchemes as completed ; and thought he
faw Auringzébe 'already fubmitting to his cle-
mency. In'the fullnels of hisheart he fat down
and wrote a letter to Dara. e acquainted the,
prince,” that the bad alpe of his fortune began to
b change.
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A.D. change: “ Aurungzébe,” faid he, ¢ is difguft-
Hie: ed with the infolence of Mordd. He is to aban.
1068. don that haughty young man, and to throw him-

~~/felf at my feet. A foolith and inexperienced

boy, who owed all his fuccefs to the abilities of
his brother, muft foon fall when deprived of his
fupport.  But we are not to depend upon the con-
trition of 'Aurungzébe. When he fhall enter the
citadel, his perfon will be feized. Hold yourfelf,
therefore, in readinefs to march with all expe-
dition to Agra. Two days more fhall carry to
you accounts of the full completion of our de-
figns.” The emperor placed his letter in the
hands of Nahirdil, one of his trufty flaves. He

ordered him to fet out for Delhi at midnight, with

all expedition.
jhsletter  The impatience of the emperor proved fatal to
intercept- .

i his fchemes. Shaifta Chan had his fpies in the
prefence ; and one of them informed him, that a

letter had been written, and given in charge to
Nahirdil. He fufpeted that it was intended for
Dara; and he occupied the road toward Delhi
with fome faithful friends. Nahirdil had fcarce
iffued out of the gate of the city, when fome
horfemen furrounded and feized him. He was
brought to Shaifta, who perufed the letter, Ele-
vated with the difcovery, he immediately went to
the palace of Aurungzébe; for that prince had
now taken up his refidence in the city. The flave
was confined with the greateft fecrecy. = The
prince read the letter without emotion. - He bad
always doubted the emperor’s fincerity, when he
promifed his forgivenefs to a fon who had ruined
his armies in two battles. He, however, pro-
fecuted his plan of deceit with indefatigable per-
feverance. To befiege his father in the citadel
would be an unpopular, if nota dangerous, mea-
fure. The reverence which the army {till had hfqr
their
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their aged fovereign, would prevent them from A.D.
drawing their [words againft him. But the citadel = 1655-
muft be poflefled, and the perfon of the father ross.
muit be placed in the hands of his ambitious fon ; =
otherwife he may give his hopes to the wind.

On the fifteenth of June, Aurungzébe was to Qf;’e?;‘g‘

have performed his promife of vifiting his father fchemes
in the citadel. The emperor, full of anxiety,
looked forward to the appointed hour, in which
he faw.a period to his misfortunes. A letter from
his fon was delivered into his hands, when he
expected him in perfon. He told his father, that
his crimes were of fo deep a dye, that he could
not diveft himfelf of fear that the injured empe-
ror would not forgive him. ¢ However much
defirous I am of being received into favour, I
cannot rifque my perfonal fafety in the prelence.
The guilty are always timid. Permit me, there-
fore, to receive the moft convincing proofs of my
fovereign’s forgivenefs ; and let my fon Mahom-
med, who reveres the perfon and authority of
his grandfather, be admitted into the citadel «ith
a guard for the protection of my perfon.” Shaw
Jehin, anxious for the execution of his own pro-
ject, found, that without confenting to thefe
propofals, it muft be entirely fruftrated. He
therefore returned for anfwer, that Mahommed,
with a certain number of men, might come.

Mahommed, accordingly, having received the to feizethe
proper inftructions from his father, entered the ¢™peror
citadel, and difpofed his party in diflerent places.

The emperor, in the mean time, had concealed
a body of men in a court adjoining to the haram.
The princeroaming about, lighted on thefe men,
He complained to the emperor of an intention
againft his father’s perfon; he therefore plainly
told him, that till thefe men were removed, he
would fend a meflenger to Aurungzébe to ftop

him
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him from coming into the citadel. Shaw Jehén,
whether he put fome confidence in the promifes of
his fon, or that he thought he could feize him by’

=~ means of the women and eunuchs of the feraglio,

Shaw Je-
han taken
prifoner.

is uncertain'; but he removed the foldiers out of
the fort, ‘as'a’ proof of his fincerity.’ It after-
wards appeared, that the emperor reited his hopes
ona number of robuft Tartar women in the haram,
whom he had ‘armed with 'daggers; 'and who,
from the fpirit. of ' their country, were fit for an
undértaking ' of boldnefs. :
Mahommed,’ contrary to his expeltations,
found his party fuperior within the citadel. He,
however, concealed his'intentions. “Every thing
was fettled ; and the emperor and his grandfon
remained in filent’ expectation.  News was at laft
brought, that Aurungzebe had mounted his horfe;
and that the proceflion of his retinue was approach-
ing: ' Shaw' Jehdn was elevated with hopes ; but’
the erafty prince, ‘as if ftruc< with 'a fit of devo-
tion, ordered his cavalcade to change their courfe,

+ and to move toward the tomb of Akbar, where he

intended to offer up his prayers to Heaven. When
the emperor was informed of this circumftance,
he ftarted up from his throne in great rage.
¢ Mahommed,” faid he to the prince, * what
means Aurungzébe by this behaviour? Is he
more anxious to appeafe the fpirit of his great
anceltor for his crimes, than the offended majel-
ty of his own father ?*  Mahommed calmly re-
plied, « My father had never any intention to
vifit the emperor.” " ¢ What then brought Ma.
hommed bither ?*’ retorted Shaw Jehin. < To
take charge of the citadel,” Mahommed coolly
rejoined.  The emperor finding himfelf betrayed
and outwitted by his grandfon, bore him down
with a torrent of opprobrious names. The prince,
feeing his. paffion rifing beyond the bounds of

ok ' : : reafon,



SH A W. JEHAN, 267

reafon, retired from the prefence with the ufual A p.
obelﬁmce, and left his rage to fubfide at leifure. . ’kf5g

The emperor, after the heat of his paffion was 1068,
over, began to refleét upon his deplorable condi- =~
tion. He acculed his own weaknels more than b 'itf;‘_s
his fortune; and he was afhamed to have. fallen pire
into a [nare which he himfelf had laid. Refent-
ment and a defire of immediate revenge prevailed
over every other paffion of his foul. He fent
again for Mahommed. The prince came; and
found his grandfather with his hand upon the
Coran, and his eyes ralfed to the Imperial crown,
which was fufpended over his head. ¢¢ You fee,
Mahommed,” he faid, ¢ thefe facred objets,
before an ulfortunate old :man. I am over-
whelmed with rage, worn out with age and dif-
eafe. It is in your power, young man, to make
me, for once, happy in.my latter days. Releafe
me from prifon ;- and by thefe,” pointing to the
crown, and holding the Coran in his hand, * I
folemnly fwear to make yon emperor of the. Mo-
guls.” The prince was filent; but varicus paf-
fions flew alternately over his features. “ And
do_you . hefitate,” begun Shaw | Jehdn, < to do
an action, which will at once gain you the favour
of Heayen and the empire of Hindoftan? Are
you afraid, that it fhall be hereafter related to
your dlfpralﬁ., that you delivered an aged grand-
father from prifon and difgrace?” The .prince
hung down his head for a moment; then fud-
denly ftarting,  ruthed out without, uttering a
word,,

It is difficult to determine what motive induced to the fon
the prince to decline the offer made to him by ?an‘\l:gh z
Shaw Jehan. He was ambitious; nor was.here. =
markable for his filial piety. He probably doubt-
ed his_ grandfather’s fincerity; or he did not
chule to trult to propofals impofed by  neceffity.

Aurungzébe,
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Aurungzébe, however, efcaped from imminent
danger through the felf-denial of his fon. Had
the emperor appeared in public at the head of his
friends, Aurungzébe would fhrink from before
him ; and the haughty Morad would fly. The
nobles who adhered to the intereft of the bro.
thers, and even the common foldiers had repeat-
edly declared, that they would not draw their
{words againft a prince under whofe long and au-
fpicious government their country had fo much
flourifhed. The firft repulfe received from Ma-
hommed, did not induce the emperor to relin-
quith his defigns. He fent to him a fecond time ;
but he refuled to come to his prefence He had
ftill the keys of the citadel in his poffeflion ; and
neither Aurungzébe nor his fon chofe to ufe force
to obtain them from him. Two days pafled in
this fulpence. Shaw Jebin was obftinate; and
Mahommed ftood on his guard within the walls:
The firft, however, defpaired of gaining over the
latter to his purpofe; and, in the evening of the
fecond day, he fent him the keys of the fortrefs,
and defired him to acquaint his, father, that he
might now come, in full fecurity, to fee his im-
prifoned fovereign.

Aurungzébe excufed himfelf in a lerter. He
complained of his father’s intentions againft him,
under the mafk of clemency and friendfhip; that
when he pretended to forgive one fon, he affilted
another fon with money, to take away his life in
war. ““ If the emperor complains,” faid Au-
rungzébe, ¢ Dara is only to blame. He owes
his misforiunes to the ambition and evil defigns
of a fon unworthy of his favour. As for me,”
continued the prince, * no injuries can alter my
affections. Nature makes me with well to my
father ; and Heaven has impofed my regard for
him vpon me as a duty. But though I love the

_ emperor,
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emperor, 1 alfo love my life; and I am deter- A.p.
mined not to truft it in the hands of even a father, 168
till the influence of ill-defigning perfons has de- -3
parted quite from his mind. Let bim, in the w——
mean while, pafs bis time in that ferene tranquil-
lity which is {uitable to his years; and when I
fhall have difabled Dara from doing further harm

to the empire, I myfelf will come and open the

ates of the citadel.” * This letter was only in-
tended to deceive the people. It was publicly

read to-the nobles; and it is even doubtful whe-

ther it was fent at all to the emperor.

When the prince Mahommed took pofleflion peceives
of the perfon of the emperor, with the citadel, Morad.
his father, as has been already related, was pay-
ing his devotions at the fhrine of the emperor
Akbar. When intelligence of his fon’s fuccefs
was carried to him, he immediately waited upon
Morad in his palace; and told him all the cir-
cumftances of the affair. That prince, who
knew that he could have no hopes from his fa-
ther, was much pleafed at hearing of his impri-
fonment. Aurungzébe, in the mean time, fa-
luted him emperor, and faid; ¢ Morad had be-
fore the name, but he now has the power of a fo-
vereign. My wifhes,” continued he, ¢ arenow
completely accomplifhed. 1 bave contributed to
raile a prince, worthy of the throne of our ancel-
tors, and I have but one favour to afk for all the
fatigue which I have undergone.” ¢ Speak your
withes,” faid - Morad, ¢ and they fhall be in-
ftantly granted.” ¢¢ This world,” replied Au-
rungzébe, ¢ has already overwhelmed me too
much with its cares. I long to throw the burden
away; I am tired of the vain buftle and pagean-
try of life. Will, therefore, the emperor of the
Moguls permit me to make a pilgrimage to
Mecca? will he give me fome fmall allowance to

: enable



270

A.D.
1658,

Per,
1068,

Prepares
to purfue
Bara.

Counter-
plot of
Morad.

THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

enable me to pals my days in eale, and in the ex-
ercife of prayer and conftant devotion?” Morad,

though fecretly overjoyed at his refolution, made
v~ fome flight attempts to diffuade ‘him. Aurungs

zébe was determined. His brother yielded to his

importunity ; and the crafty 'prince prepared for'

a journey which he never intended to make.

Whillt this farce ' was alting  at 'Agra, advices’

arrived that Dara had colleéted ‘a confiderable

force at Delhi. - Officers of diftin&ion crowded to'

the prince every day from the diftant provinces.
Aurungzébe pretended to be alarmed. He ‘ad-

vifed his brother to march in perfon” to 'finifh the
war. - That prince, who was fond of aétion, pre-

pared for the field; but he wanted money. The '

old emperor had concealed part of the Imperial

treafure; Aurungzébe had fecreted the reft. - The

army of Morad had not been-paid for two months,’

and ‘they began to murmur. The prince called -

together all the bankers of Agra. He offcred”
to mortgage part of the revenue, for an immedi<

ate loan ; but they refufed to give him' credit.
He was enraged beyond meafure; and he prepared

to ufe force'; when: his brother adviféd 'him '

againft an a& of injuftice;” and ‘promifed o' dif-’

charge the arrears due to the army out of his”’

own private fortune. = Morad acceded to " the pro-

polal, without obferving its fatal tendency. Au-

rungzébe, by this expedient; becamé at ‘once po-"

pular in the ‘army and'in the city:

The defigns of Aurungzébe' were ' now too pa‘lé .

pablenot ‘to be perceived.  The friends'of Morad '
had long feen through his: deceit ; and the prince

himfelf, ' though ' mot  fufpicious; was 'now’ cons"

vipced that he covered: ambition-under ‘the mafk
offantity. - Thepreparations for Meéca had been

converted into preparations ' for ‘the’ field. He "

told his brother, that he ftill ‘ftood in need of his
advice.
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advice. He marched in front from Agra, with 4 p,
a divifion of the army; and Morad, having 165
created his uncle Shaifta, captain-general of the o,
Imperial forces, left that lord in the government vy~
of Agra, and followed Aurungzébe. The latter
prince having arrived at Muttra, received intelli-
gence, that Dara had taken the route of Lahore.

He {topt and waited for the arrival of his brother ;

who joined him the next day. The latter had,

on his march, been convinced by his friends,

that his brother had defigns on his life ; and felf-
prefervation, as well as ambition, rendered it ne-
ceflary for him to prevent the falling blow.

The day after Morad’s arrival at the camp near Vifear-

Muttra, he invited his brother to an entertain- '
ment. Aurungzébe, who never had fufpected
the open temper of Morad, accepted of the invi-
tation. When the brothers fat at dinner, Nazir
Shabas, high-fteward of the houfehold, who was
in the fecret, entered fuddenly, and whifpered in
Morid’s ear, that now was the time to make a
rentin a 'magnfﬁcent drefs. Aurungzébe, whofe B
eye could trace the thoughts in the features of
the face, was alormed at this'myfterious whifper-
ing, as well as at the affected gaiety of his brother.
He remained filent ; and Morad difpatched Shabis,
with only defiring him to wait the fignal. Au-
rungzébe was now convinced that there was a de-
fign againft his Life. He complained fuddenly of a
violent pain in his bowels ; and, rifing undéra
pretence of retiring, joined his guards, and re-
turned to his own quarter of the camp.

Morad afcribed his brother’s departure to his ill- Vorad
nefs; and entertained no idea that he had the leaft “-¥%
fufpicionof hisown intentions. Inthreedayshereco-
vered of the pretended pain in his bowels. He re-
ceived his brother’s congratulationswitheverymark
of efteem and affection ; and the day after, he fent

him
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him an invitation to come to his tent, to fee fome
beautiful women, whom he had colle@ed for his
amufement. Their performances in finging, in

——~~ dancing, and in playing upon various inltruments

and feized

by Au-
rungzebe.

of mufic, were, he faid, beyond any thing ever
feen in Hindoftan. He enlarged upon their grace,
their beauty, theelegant fymmetry of their limbs.
The mind of Morad, who was naturally a great
lover of pleafure, was inflamed at the defcription;
and, contrary to the advice of all bis friends, he
went to his brother’s quarter. On the arrival of
the emperor, as Aurungzébe affefted to call his
brother, he was received by the young ladies in
an inner tent. They were handfome beyond de-
feription, and the voluptuous prince was ftruck
with a plealing aftonithment at their charms.

An elegant entertainment was in the mean time
ferved up to the found of vocal and inftrumental
mufic. Morid was ¢elevated, and called for wine
of Shiriz. The ladies fat round him in a circle,
and Aurungzébe, throwing off his ufual aulterity,
began to partake of the wine. Morad in a fhort
time became intoxicated, and his brother, inftead
of wine, impofed upon him bumpers of arrack.
e at length fell afleep on a fopha, in the arms
of one of the ladies. Aurungzébe had, in the
mean time, -given orders to fome of his officers,
to entertain the lords who attended Morad in the
fame voluptuous manner. Even his body-guard
were intoxicated with wine; fo that the unfortu-
nate prince was left without defence.

Aurungzébe gave orders to Zifler Jung and
three other lords, to enter the tent and to bind
his brother.  The lady retired upon their coming;
and they advanced to the fopha on which he lay.
His fword and dagger had been already removed
by the care of Aurungzébe; and they began
foftly to bind his hands. Morad ftarted up at

this
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this operation; and began to deal around a. p.

his blows. The lords were terrified, and 638

the prince began to call aloud for his fword. (o8,

Aurungzébe, who {tood at the door of the tent, =~

thruit his bead from behind the curtain, and faid,

with a menacing voice, * He has no choice but

death or fubmiffion ; difpatch him if he refifts.”

Morad, hearing the voice of his brcther, began

to upbraid him ; and (ubmitted to his fate. Nazir

Shabas, his principal friend and advifer, was at

_ the fame inftant feized. He had been fitting un-

der a canopy before the paymafter-general’s tent ;

and at a fignal given, the ropesof the four poles

were at once cut ; and before he could extricate

himfelf, he was bound. The other lords who

were attached to the prince, being furrounded

with armed men, were brought before Aurung-

zébe, to whom they fwore allegiance. A mur-

mur ran through the camp : but it was an ineffec-

tual found : and the army, as if but half wakened

from a dream, fell faft afleep again. |
The night was not far advanced when Morad jen pri-

was feized and bound. Before day-light appeared, Agea.

he and his favourite were mounted on an elephant,

in a covered amari or caftle, and fent off under an

efcort to Agra. Fearing that fome attempts might

be made to refcue them, Aurungzébe ordered

three other elephants to be fent off before them,

attended by guards to elude purfuers. The

precaution was unneceffary. Mankind forfook

~ MoraAd with his fortune. Ination, in the man-

ly exercifes of the field, he had many admirers ;

but the accomplithments of his mind acquired

him but few friends ; and even thofe whom he

favoured with his generofity, were difgulted at

his haughtinefs. He fell by attempting to be art-

ful. Had hefollowed, in his defigns againit his

brother, the natural bias of his owa intrepid mind,

o

=
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A.D. he could not have failed ; but he met that crafty

1658.  prince in his own province of deceit, and he was

yoss, . foiled. This remarkable tranfa&ion happened in
\——~ the camp near Muttra, on the fixth of July 1638.
Auwng-  Though Shailta, who was left in the govern-
vances to ment of Agra, was fufficiently attached to the
Delhl. caufe of Aurungzébe, _that cautious prince left
his fon Mahommed in that capital, to watch any
unforefeen events that might arife. To the joint
care of Mahommed and Shaifta the unfortunate
Morad was committed; and his brother having
no fears remaining in that quarter, moved his
camp from Muttra, and arrived at Delhi on the
twenty-fixth of July. Though he had not aflum-
ed the Imperial titles, he created Omrahs in that
city, the firft of whom was Ziffer Jung, whom
he dignified with the name of Chan Jehan. Un-
der that lord ‘he detached a divifion of his army
againft Dara. That prince, upon the news of the
approach of Ziffer, decamped from Sirhind, and
took the route of Lahore. In his march helaid
under military execution all the Rajas and go-
vernors of diftri¢ts who refufed to join. He
raifed confiderable fums in his way; and having
crofied the Suttuluz, ordered all the boats on
that river to be deftroyed.

Dara having advanced beyond the river Bea,
took pofleflion of Lahore. Giving his army time
to breathe in that city, he employed himfelf in
levying troops, and in collefting’ the Imperial
revenue. Dadod, the general of his forces, re-
mained in the mean time at the village of Til-
bundi, with half the army, to guard the paffage
of the river Bea. Aurungzébe, upon advice of
the difpofitions of Dara, reinforced the army of
Ziffer with five thoufand horfe, under the con-
dutt of Chillulla. The war with Dara, from be-
ing protradted, became ferious. The minds of

the

Dara flies
to Lahore.
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the people were divided, as long as two princes A. D,
continued in the field. Aurungzébe, with his ‘gf:
caution, was rapid in his defigns. He knew how  1os.
to ufeas well as how to gain a vitory. His fuf- >~~~
picious temper {aw peril rifing from delay; and
therefore, notwithitanding the folftitial rains

were at their height, and the country deluged

with water, he prepared to move toward Lahore

with all his forces.

Apprehending that his not afluming the name Aurung-
of Emperor, would be confidered by mankind as "_"'L’:m,
a tacit acknowledgment of the injuftice of histhe
proceedings, he refolved to exalt the Imperial o
umbrella over his head. His affeCted felf denial
upon former occafions, ftood at prcfent in the
way of his defigns. He was athamed to take
upon himfelf an honour which, from motives of
religion, he had pretended before to reject. His
moft intimate friends knew, however, the fecret
thoughts of his mind. They infinuated to the
nobles, that Aurungzébe, from declining fo long
to afcend the throne, feemed to have {till an inten-
tion of retiring from the world, that, in his zeal
for religion, he might be induced to leave his
friends to the refentment of his enemies ; that
therefore it was the bufinefs of all to force upon
him, in a manner, a power neceflary to their
own fafety. They waited upon him in a body.

He feemed difappointed, and even offended at
their propofal. At length he fuffered himlelf to
" be perfuaded. ¢ You are,” faid he, ¢ relolved
to facrifice my love of retirement to your own
eafe. But be it fo; God will, perhaps, give me
that tranquillity upon the throne, which 1 hoped
to find in a cell ; and if lefs of my time fhall
be employed in prayer, more of it will be {pent
in good ations. I fhould only have an inclina-
tion for virtuous deeds in my retreat; but, as
Vor, Il . Cec emperor
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emperor of the Moguls, T fhall have the power
of doing them. Thele motives, and not the
vain pomp of greatnefs, induce me to affume the
empite,’’

On the fecond of Auguft, in an affembly of the
nobility, he mounted the throne, in the garden of
Azabid near Delhi. No pompous ceremonies

were ufed upon the occalion ; for he affeited to

defpife magnificence. His finances, at the fame
time, were low; and be prudently confidered that
money, in the prefent fituation of affairs, would
be better beftowed upon an army, than on the idle
pageantry of {tate. He aflumed upon his acceflion
to the throne, the pompous title of ALrLum-
GIRE, oR THE (ONQUEROR OF THE WORLD ;
being then near the clofe of the fortieth year of
his age.

‘The means taken by Aurungzébe to obtain the
empire, were fcarce more juftifiable, than thofe by
which he fecured to himfelf the undifturbed pof-
feflion of the throne. Religion, the convenient
cloke of knaveryin all countries, was the chief
engine of his ambition; ‘and, in that refpett, he
relied on the credulity of mankind, to a degree
of unpardonable imprudence. His felf-denial
and moderate profeflions agreed fo little with his
altions, that it is even aftonifhing, how any perfon
of common refleétion could have been for a mo-
ment deceived .Butthe vulgar give implicit faithto
fanétity in its moft queftionable form 3 and Mor4d,
by whofe popularity and valour his brother over-
threw the hopes of Dara, fufpeéted not a duplici-
ty to which lis own foul wasa ftranger. To de-
ceive that prince, was to fecure the empire. Bear-
ing more the appearance of an hermit him/[elf, than
that of a competitor for the throne, the army
looked up to Morad ; who being addiéted beyond
mealure to pleafure, gave up the influence as well

: as
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as the labour of bufinefs to his brother. Au- a.p.
rungzébe, to fupport his ambitious views, was 165%
obliged to have recourfe ‘to arts which ftamp his o3,
charalter with meannefs, whillt they prove the ™~~~
abilities of his mind.

Morad, with many commendable qualities,on the

was alfo diftinguifhed” by difgufting weakneffes, “*"“®
Inftead of that haughty pride which recommends
itfelf in its very abfurdities, he was puffed up
with unmanly vanity. A ftranger to his own
merit in thofe things in which he excelled in the
opinion of the world, he arrogated to himfelf
praife in provinces for which nature had altogether
rendered him unfit. "With an open and generous
difpofition, he wifhed to be thought artful and
fevere; and blind to his abilities in the field, he
endeavoured to carry the palm in-the cabinet.
To mention to him the defigns of his brother,
wasa fatire upon his penetration ; to fuggeft to
him caution, was, in his eyes, an accufation of his
courage. He looked not around him into the
condu& of others; and he abhorred every en-
quiry into his own. Under the fhadow of this
carelefs and arrogant vanity in Morad, his bro-
ther fabricated at leifure his own defigns. But
his exceflive eagernefs to heighten the deceit, was
the means of its being difcovered. Morad him-
felf faw through the veil of flattery which he had
laid over his ambitious views; but the vanity,
which at firft induced him to give faith to Aurung-
ztbe, made him afterwards defpife his infincerity.
He fell at laft a vi€tim to his own arrogant folly.

Aurungzébe, however, owed not altogether . e
his fuccefs either to his own hypocrily, or to the
weaknels of his brother. Naturally averfe to
pomp and magnificence, he affeted all his life
that humble deportment which brings the prince

near to the people. Without being virtuous from
Cca2 principle,
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principle, he was an enemy to vice from confti-
tution ; and he never did an a& of injuftice,
till be aipired to the throne. In his private cha-
ralter, he was an example of decency to others ;
an affettionate parent, a fincere friend, a juft
malter. Dellitute of that elegance of perion,
and that winning bebaviour which had rendered
his brothers. the idols of the people wherever
they moved, he endeavoured to acquire a degree
of popularity by the auflerity of bis manners.
Like the reft of the family of Timur, he was
bred up with very free notions upon the fubjed
of religion; but various circumitances induced

him afterwards to affume | € appearance of a ri-

gid devotee. His brothers, by encouraging men
of all religions, had offended the followers of
Mahommed. The pofterity of thofe Moguls,
who under Baber conquered India, and foldiers
of fortune from Tartary and Perfia, occupied the
greatelt number of the places of profit and truft in
the empire. Thefe could not fee, without envy,
men of different perfuafions from themfelves, ad-
mitted into the confidence of princes who ftill
profefled the Mahommedan faith. Though filent
at court, they murmured in fecret; and la-
mented the declining ftate of a religion, under
the aufpices of which they had extended their go-

.vernment over India. Aurungzébe, by his rigid

adherence to the tenets inculcated in the Coran,
gained the efteem of all thofe, who, if the ex-
preflion may be ufed, were the chains which
kept together the nations of Hindoftan under
the houfe of Timur. But rthe influence which
Aurungzebe derived from his devotion did not,
for many years, fuggelt an ambition to afpire to
the empire. He only hoped, that under the cloke
of fandlity, he might pals in fafety his life under

: . any
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any of his brothers, whom Fortune might place A p,

on the throne. 1658.
That fpecious appearance, which the actions o5,

of aman of religion muft wear in the eyes of the =~~~

world, facilitated his fchemes. In his long march o v

from the Decan, his troops obferved a moft exa %

difcipline. - No ravages were committed ; no in-

juftice done. When he fat down with his army

in a field of corn, he either paid the eftimated

value to the owners, or gave a receipt forit as a

part of the revenue due to the crown. “ Though

1 am forced,” faid he, ¢ intoa war by the machi-

nations of Dara, [ cannot confider myfelf as in

an enemy’s country.” When the people came to

decide their differences before him, he remanded

them to the officers of the empire. *¢ Fortune,”

he was heard to fay, ¢ may change the prince,

but the fundamental laws of the [tate muft not be

changed. Should I fail in my prefent enterprife,”

continued he to the petitioners, “ my judgment

would not avail you, nay, it would do you harm

with the conquerors. But if T fhall fucceed in

my undertakings, I promife to acquiefce in the

determinations of the Imperial judges.” Thefe

moderate [entiments contributed to reconcile the

minds of the people to his government ; and

even induced them to afcribe the moit wicked of

his actions to necefity.

When the news of his having mounted the Intelii-
throne arrived at Agra, the governor filled every 8°°¢
corner of the city with public demonftrations of
joy. The people were rather ftruck with fur-
prize, than moved with gladaefs. I'hey, howe-
ver, obferved that cautious filence which fuits
the fubjets of defpotifm. = The noife of the ar-
tillery on the walls of the citadel, faluted ' the
old émperor’s ears, and rouzed him from the

melancholy into which he had been plunged by
: misfortunes,
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A.D. misfortunes. ¢ Go, Jehanira,”” he faid, for his
165%  daughter was the only perfon near him3j, go,
rots. and learn the caufe of this fudden mark of joy !
‘e~~~ But why fhould we enquire? The gladnefs of
thofe who furround us, muft add to our grief.

Some new misfortune muft have fallen on Da«

ra; look not abroad, left the firft objeét to firike

your eyes, fhould be the head of a brother whom

you tenderly loved.” = Jehanira, burlfting into

tears, arofe ; and, in the paffage which led to the
haram, was met by the chief eunuch, who was

 haftening to the emperor with the news.

foncerni?®  Lhe eyes of Shaw Jehan flathed with rage.
fion. . He rofe—he walked to and fro through the apart-
ment, but he uttered not one word. His daugh-

ter fat at a diltance in tears ; he raifed his eyes,

and looked {tedfaltly forfome time on the figure

of acrown which hung fufpénded from the ceil-

ing over his head. Hecalled at length the chief
eunuch; ¢ Take,’” {aid he, ¢ that bauble away;

it mocks me with the memory of my former con-
dition.””  The tear ftood in his eye: “ Yet fta

thy band,” refumed the emperor ; “this would be
owning the right of "Aurungzébe. - He beckoned

to the eunuch  to retire : he ftood involved in
thought. ¢ The new emperor, Jehanira,” faid

Shaw Jehdn, ¢ has prematurely: mounted the

throne. He fhould have added the murder of a

father to the other crimes which have raifed him
fohigh. But this perhaps is alfo art; he wants

to deprive me, by mifreprefentation, of what re-

mains of my fame, before he deprives me of

lifest?”
Hoyes Whilft Shaw. Jehin was making thefemelancho-
Shas Jc{- ly refle@tions on his own loft condition, a meflage
han. was brought to him from Mahommed, the eldeft

fon of - Aurungzébe, who had remained at Agra. -
He begged leave to ‘have permiffion to ‘waitupon.
his
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his grandfather.  The emperor, ftarting from his A, n.

reverie at the name of Mahommed, replied to '§:

the meflenger, ¢ If he comes as an enemy, I 1068

have no power to prevent him ; if as a friend, I~

have now no crown to beftow;’” alluding to his

offer to. Mahommed, when that prince feized the

citadel. The meflenger told him, That Mahom-

med wifhed only to be admitted to communicate

to the emperor the reafons which induced his

father to mount the thromne. ¢ Iathers,” re~

plied Shaw Jehan, ¢  have been dethroned by

their fons ; but to infult the misfortunes of a pa-

rent, was left for Aurungzc¢be. What realon

but his-ambition has the rebel for affaming the

empire ? To liften to his excufes, would be to

acknowledge the juftice of his conduét, by (hew-

ing, by my weaknefs, that 1 could no longer

wield the fceptre which he has ftruck from my

band.” Mahomimed retired. ¢ :

Though the power of Shaw Jehan had, in a Reiesi-

great meafure, terminated with the ficknefs which °"

rouzed his fons to arms, his reign may be faid

to have continued till Aurungzébe mounted the

throne near Delhi, - He held the feeptre of India

thirty folar years, five months and two days;

and when he was dethroned, he had arrived at

the fixty-feventh year of hisage.. The means by

which Shaw Jehin obtained the empire of the

Moguls, were not more ju {tifiable than thofe which

he fo much blamed in Aurungzébe. He rebelled

againft his father, and he permitted his relations to

be facrificed to his fears. When he had. fecured

to himfelf the undifturbed pofieflion of the empire,

he became an excellent and a humane, as well as

an able prince. During his long reign, we hear of

no private affaffinations, no public executions, no

arbitrary. injuftice, no . oppreflion.  Rebellion,
Twhich generally rifes from tyranny, was unknown;

untverfal
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A.D. univerfal peace was eftablifhed on the undeviating

1658,
Hig,
1068.

jultice and clemency of the emperor. His go-
vernment was vigorous without feverity, impar-

“—~ tial, dignified, and fudden in its determinations.

on the
reign

He received complaints with well-weighed cauti-
on ; and mnever pafled judgment till both parties
were heard.  His pervading eye travelled to the
moft diftant corners of his empire. He ‘traced
oppreflion to its molt fecret retreats ; and, though
a lover of money, no fum could protet offenders
from his juftice. Theft and robbery were, by his
prudent regulations, eradicated from his extenfive
empire. - The governors of the provinces were
direted by an edi&, to pay out of their private
fortunes, the lofles of the fubjeét in that way;
which were afcértained upon oath in a court of
jultice.  The fentence of the judge was a warrant
for the money upon the Subas, which they were
forced immediately to pay ; otherwife they were,

‘upon complaint to the emperor, turned out of
‘their governments, and feverely fined.

Shaw Jehan was handfome ‘in  his perfon, ac-
tive in ‘all the manly exercifes, affable and agree-
able in his ' converfation. ' He did not, like his
father, defcend too 'much from the dignity of a
prince, nor involve himfelf in an obfcare diftance
and referve.  Warm in his conftitution, he loved
the company of women ; though the charms of
the dauihter of “ Afiph, thie mother of ‘almoft all
his children, kept' pofleffion of his' affe&tions
during her life. His learning was fuch as was
common-ameng the prin¢es of the houfe of Ti-

- mur ; athorough knowledge of the Arabian and

Perfian languages, the arts of writing and fpeak-
ing withelegance and propriety, the ftudyof hiftory,
of the Coran, of the laws and canons of his prede-
ceflors, of theart of government, financiering,
and of the ancient ufages of the empire, Though
' . eclipled
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eclipled by the extraordinary abilities of Mohi- 4 a
bet in war, he was a good general, and an excel- 1655
lent foldier. His reputation was fo high in that e
refpect, thathe not only kept his own dominions ‘ery—
in peaceat home, but even made extenfive con-
queits abroad. Rapid in all his meafures, he
cruthed rebellion before it deferved the name;
for to fufpedt it in any man, was with him to be
prepared. A lover of pleafure, without being
its flave, he never neglected bufinefs for fenfua-
lity; and indultry, wealth and commerce flou-
rithed under the certain protection and vigilance of
his government. Had he not fallen in fome meafure
from the ftate of reafon and fenfibility, by the rage
of that cruel diforder which he inherited from his
father, he might have defcended from the throne
to his grave, and have crowned his latter days
with that luftre which had covered his reign.
But his mind was weakened by difeafe ; and his
age was devoted to melancholy and mifery.

Shaw Jehan was, upon the whole, a great, and 'r’“jf;‘ Cha}:
if we draw a veil over his acceffion to the throne, Sh.w j’e.
a good prince. But we muft afcribe his cruelty in han.
a great meaflure to neceflity, and the manners of
his country. Ambition, among the princes of
the Eaft, is joined with the ftronger paffion of
fear. Self-prelervation drives them on to defpe-
rate meafures ; fubmiflion will not avail, and they
muft owe their lives to their valour. The throne
itfelf is no fecurity to the reigning prince, in a
country where the fucceffion is not fixed by ac-
knowledged and eftablifhed rules. Revolution and
change prefent themfelves to his imagination ; till
aflaflination ftepsin,and effetuallyrelieveshim from
his terrors. Shaw Jebhan was not naturally cruel ;
but he loved his own life better than the lives of
his relations. To murder, or to be murdered, was
the alternative offered to him by fortune. A

throne or a grave terminated his prolpe&s on
either
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a.p. either fide; and when we confefs ourfelves thock-
1558 ed at his inhumanity, we lofe half our rage in
jors. the necefli ty which impofed upon him the meafure.
‘w——’ He made fome amends for his crimes, in the firict
juftice and clemency of his government ; and Hin-
doftan was flourithing and happy, till his own po-

licy was revived by his fons.
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Reflections— Misfortunes of Solimén Shekd—His

Slight to Serinagir— Diftrefi, irrefolution, and
Slight of Dara—~He quits the Suttuluz—the Bea
—and Lahore— Aurungzébe returns— Prepara-
tions and march of Swja— Approach of Aurung-
zébe—The battle of  Kidgwi— Defeat and flight
of Suja—Unaccountable conduct of the Mardja—
His flight— Aurungzébe arrives at Agra—IWrites
to his father.

THE confinement of the emperor, and the
feizure of the perfon of Morid, opened a fair
field for the ambition of ‘Aurungzébe. To dil-
guife any longer his ferious defigns on the empire,
would, from the improbability of the thing, be
imprudent. = He however covered ‘his love of
power with profeflions of neceflity ; and ftill Ja-
mented the occafion which had burdened his head
with a'crown. This fpecious conduét, though too
obvious in its defign to  deceive, derived an ad-
vantage from its modeft appearance; and men
forgot his deviations from tirtue, in the opinion
that he was athamed of his crimes.  Having fub-

dued the paffion of vanity before he gave the
rein
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rein to ambition, he appeared infenfible of his
own exaltation. His humility feemed to encreafe
upon the throne to fucha degree, that even thofe
who could not approve of his meafures, were at
a lofs to what they ought to afcribe his condué.
Averfe to pleafure, and contemning pomp and
magnificence, the obvious inducements to the
feizing of the fceptre were wanting to Aurung-
zébe; but his altive mind found, in its own
vigour, a kind of right to command mankind.
The new emperor had fcarce mounted the
throne near Delhi, when he was alarmed with in-
telligence of the march of Soliman, by the fkirts
of the northern mountains, to join his father Da-
ra at Lahore. We loft fight of that prince in
the mid{t of his mutinous army, near Allababid.
The principal nobles who had attended him in
his fuccefstul expedition againft Suja, deferted his
ftandard at the firft news of his father’s defeat.
The confinement of Shaw Jehan deprived him of
more of lis followers ; but a number, fufficient
to deferve the name of an army, ftill remaimed in
his camp. Though bold and unconcerned in acti-
on, Soliman was fubjett to political fears. The
news of repeated misfortunes came daily from
every quarter. He became perplexed and unde-
cifive : various expedients prefented themfelves to
his view, but he could fix on none. His firft
refolution was to return to Bengal ; but, dubious
of fuccefs againft Suja. with a reduced and- difpi-
rited army, he dropt that defign, and gave him-
felf up again to wavering {chemes. He had none
to advife him ; and bis own mind afforded no
refource in diftrefs.  When intelligence of the
march of the confederate princes trom Agra ar-
rived in his camp, he. thought of furprifing the
capital, and by releafing his grandfather, to add
the weight of that monarch’s name to his declin-

ing
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ing caufe. He decamped, but bis evil ftars pre- a n.
vailled. He changed his courie, and direted his 1653
march to Lahore. o

The undecilive meafures of Soliman were ‘r—~y—’

known to his troops. They began to defpife the Belm R
authority of ‘one who could not perfcvere in any
plan. All dilcipline becawe relaxed. 'The inde-
“pendence of the folcher role with his contempt
of his general. Regularity was loft in licenti-
oufnefs , confufion, rapine and infolence prevailed;
and the whole army, inftead of obeying the prince,
placed a merit in their not delerting his caufe.
That intrepidity and firmnefs which was peceflary
to the occalion, no longer remained in Soliman.
His ftandard had been left by thofe whom he
thought his belt friends, and a melancholy diftruft
prevailed in his mind. To corret the licence of
the foldiery, was to lofe their fupport. He per-
mitted them, with a vain hope of conciliating
their affetions, to ravage the country at large.
But when they had loaded themfelves with fpoil,
they deferted in whole fquadrons, to fecure their
wealth at home, and to avoid the doubtful chance
of war.

Deftitute of all authority, the prince moved by his ar-
along, fullen and filent, at the head of an army 3
converted into a mob of banditti. - He iffued out
no orders, under a certainty of their not bein
obeyed ; and he even looked with indifference on
the gradual decline in the number of his followers,

Every morning prefented to his eyes, at a diftance,
whole fquadrons that had quitted his camp in the
night, There only remained at lalt four thoufand
milerable wretches, who had fuffered them{=lves
to be robbed of their booty. Fear, and not at-
tachment, kept thefe round the flandard of So-
liman. Their rapine had converted the whole
country into an enemy, and there wasno longer

any



288

THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

A.D. any fafety in defertion. They, however, marked

1658,
Hie.
1068,

their march with ruin, and covered their rear
with the imoke of villages, which they had plun-

“——~ dered and fet on fire.

takes

refuge

Aurungzébe received certain intelligence of
the deftructive route of Soliman through the
countries of Shinwara and Muchlis-pour. He
detached Fidai Chan with a confiderable force
to interrupt his march. Shaifta, who had been
Jeft in the government of Agra, was ordered
with troops, by a different route, to prevent the
efcape of the prince by the road through which
he bad come. He was in no condition to cope
with either of thofe lords. Heturned his march
to the north, and entéred the almoft impervious
country of Serinaglir, where the Ganges iffues
from the mountains into the plains of India.
Pirti Singh, the Raja, received the unfortunate
fugitive with kindnefs and refpe&. He fent his
own troops to guard the pafles, and permitted
the forces of Soliman to encamp in his valleys, to
recover from the fatigues of a tedious march.
Aurungzebe, upon receiving advices of the ef-
cape of the prince, recalled Fidai to the Impe-
rial camp, and ordered Shaifta to his government
of Agra. '

Sate in the holpitality of the prince of Serinagir,
Solimin remained fhutupin afecluded country. The
mountains, which prote&ted him from the enemy,
prevented him from hearing of the fate of his
friends. He became anxious and thoughtful, and
difcovered neither pleafure nor amufement in the
rural {ports purfued byotherstbrough the romantic
vallies which formed the dominions of the Raja.
He loved to walk alone ; to dive into the thickelt
woods ; to mix his complaints with the murmur
of torrents, which, falling from a thoufand
rocks, filled the whole country with an agreeab}c

noife
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noife. One day, as the prince wandered from A.D.
his party, he entered a narrow valley formed by }¢*
one of the ftreams which fall headlong from the 1065,
impaffable mountains that environ Serinagir. In '~~~/
the centre of the valley there fiood a mound al-

moft covered with trees; through the branches

of which appeared undiftinétly what feemed an
Indian pagod. The ftream, divided into two, {ur-
rounded the mound, and appeared to have worn
away the foundations of the rock, on which the
building ftood ; which circumftance rendered it
inacceflible on every fide. Solimin, pleafed with

this romantic fcene, rode forward, and found

that what he had miftaken for a temple, was a
houfe of pleafure belonging to the Raja, Thi-

ther that prince often retired, witha few attend-

ants, to enjoy the company of fome Cafhmirian
women of exquifite beauty. Some of thefe were
walking on the terrace when Solimin approached.

He was ftruck with their perfons ; but he inftant-

Iy retired. :

- When he returned to the refidence of the Raja, in Serina-
he mentioned his adventure to that prince. His cou- '
ntenance was fuddenly overcaft, and he remained
for fome time filent. He at length faid, ¢ All my
dominions have I given up to Solimén, yet hehas _
intruded upon one little valley which I referved
for myfelf.” Solimdn exculed his conduct by
his ignorance ; but though the Raja pretended to
be fatisfied, there appeared from that day forward
-a manifelt change in his behaviour. He became
cold and diftant ; and he was difcontented and
agitated when the fugitive prince came before him.
Jealoufy, however, was not the caufe of this
alteration, Aurungzébe had applied to him,
through his emiffaries; and the honour of that
prince contended with his avarice. Soliman be-

came uneafy at the doubtful gloom which hung
on



290

A.D.
1658,

2.
1068.
D e

Trre‘oluti-
on

of Dara.

THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

on his countenance. He encamped, with his few
followers, at fome diftance from the Raja’s refi-
dence ; and he began to watch narrowly the con-
dutt of a prince, whom he f{till called his protec-
tor and friend.

When Soliman entered the mountains of Se-
rinaglir, he difpatched a meflenger with the news
of his misfortunes to his father Dara. That
prince was encamped, with a confiderable army,
on the banks of the Suttuluz. = When he receiv-
ed the letters of his fon, he fhut himfelf up in his
tent, and gave way to melancholy refleGions on
his own misfortunes. The imprifonment of his
father was an event, which, as it was expeéted, did
not furprize him; but the defertion of the vic-
torious army under his fon, was a fevere firoke
fo his declining fortunes. He even had conceived
hopes from the prefence of Soliman, whofe a&i-
vity and fame in war might revive the drooping
fpirits of his party. But he was fhut up within
impervious mountains; and the enemy had oc-
cupied all the paffes. Dara was left to his own
refources, and they failed, in the diftrefled fitua-
tion of his mind. He reflected on the paft with
regret; he looked forward to the future with
fear. Agitated by various paflions, he could fix
upon no determined expedient to extricate him-
felf from his misfortune; and a panic began to
feize his troops from the irrefolute undecifivenefs
of his conduct.

Aurungzebe, who had his fpies in the camp of
Dara, was no ftranger to the fituation of his
mind. To add to his panic, he marched from
Karnal on the fifteenth of Auguft, and direced
his courfe toward Lahore. Dara, who had re-
mained irrefolute on the banks of the Suttuluz,
decamped, upon the news of the enemy’s ap-
proach, with precipitation. The advanced guardf

0
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of Aurungzébe pafled the river without oppofi- A.D.
tion 3 and Dara fat down with his army behind ‘1_61?3'
the Bea, on the road to Lahore, to which  city 1068,
he himfelf foon alter retired, leaving the troops ="~
under the conduét of Dadod Chan, an able and
experienced officer. Dara had great refources

in the provinces behind Lahore. T'he governors

had ftill remained faithful to the old emperor ;

the revenues of the preceding year had not been

paid ; and the prince found a confiderable fum in

the Imperial treafury at Labore. He f{oon raifed
twenty thoufand bhorfe, and his adtivity had begun
tochangethe afpet of hisaffairs. Buthehad hither-

to been unfuccefsful : and he judged of the future

by the paft. He was difturbed by the news of

the approach of a part of the army of Aurung-
zébe, who, having conftru¢ted a bridge on the
Suttuluz, were on full march to the Bea.

Dabod, whom Dara had left at the head of the He re-
troops on the Bea, had lined the banks with™ ar- e
tillery, and thrown up entrenchments and re- Bea.
doubts, with a firm aflurance of {topping the pro-
grefs of the enemy. The rainy feafon was now
come on, and he was under no apprehenfions of
not being able to keep the enemy for five months
at bay. The northern provinces might, in the
mean time, furnith Dara with an army of hardy
{oldiers. Mohabet, who commanded in Cabul, .
was in his intereft ; and he rivalled his predecel-

{or of the fame name in his abilities in war. But
the evil genius of Dara prevailed. He fent or-
ders to Dadod to quit his poft. That officer
was aftonifhed : he fent a remonftrance againit the
meafure to the prince, and the jealous mind of
Dara fufpeéted his fidelity. Pofitive orders were
fent: Dabod relu@antly obeyed. The prince,
finding himfelf wrong in his fufpicions, re-
pented of his condu@. He flew into a violent
Vor. IIL Dd paflion
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A, pn. paflion againft the accufers of Dadod, and he
His  ordered that officer back to his poft. It was now
1068, too late. The advanced guard of the enemy had
~——~ crofled the Bea; and Aurungzébe, with the
main body, arrived on the Suttuluz on the twen-
ty-fifth of Auguft.
Hefiates — Dara, reflecting on the folly of his paft con-
i,g”ﬁafﬁ; du&, and the preflure of the prefent time, was
thrown into the utmoft confternation. Chan
Jehan, who commanded the enemy, had been
reinforced by a body of troops and a train of ar-
tillery from the main body. Dadod advifed the
prince to give battle, to confirm the courage of his
troops by the defeat of a forcefo much inferior
in point of numbers. The prince was obftinate.
He alleged, that though his army was more nu-
merous than the enemy, they were not equal to
them in difcipline ; that, fuddenly gathered toge-
ther, they had not been habituated to danger ;
and that to engage the rebels, for fo he affected
to call the abettors of Aurungzébe, would be to
haften the completion of their wifhes, by giving
them an eafy viGtory. ¢« But, Dabod!” conti-
nued he, “ T am not only unfortunate, but weak.
Had I followed your advice, and kept pofleflion
of the Suttuluz and Bea, I might have at leaft
fufpended, for fome months, the fate of the em-
pire. But I, who have been fo often deceived by
my brothers, am become diftruftful of my friends.”
pnd fiies  Dadod endeavoured to comfort the prince, by
hore, ~ Obferving, that though the reputation of keeping
a victorious army at bay during the rainy feafon,
might contribute to change the face of affairs, yet
ftill there were hopes. That to remain at Lahore
without obtaining a viftory, would be as 1mproper
as it appeared impoffible; that {till they had rivers
which might be defended againft the whole force
of Aurungzébe; and that if the prince fhould be

pleafed
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pleafed to blot all unworthy fufpicions from his
mind, he himfelf would undertake to give him
fufficient time to colleé a force in the provinces
beyond the Indus. Dara embraced him with
tears, and began to retreat. The army, difcou-
raged at the apparent irrefolution of their com-
mander, began to fear for themfelves. Having
loft all confidence in the abilities of the prince,
they faw nothing before them but diftrefs to him,
and ruin to themfelves. They deferted in whole
fquadrons ; and the unfortunate Dara faw his
nulmbers hourly diminifhing as he advanced to-
ward Moultdn. The van of the enemy under
Chan Jehan hung clofe on the heels of the fugi-
tive, and his friends throughout the empire gave
all their hopes to the wind. ;
Aurungzébe arriving on the Suttuluz, was in-
formed of the flight of Dara. His apprehenfions
from that quarter vanifhed, and he encamped for
ten days on the banks of the river, to refrefh his
army. The Maraja, who had given the firft bat-
tle to Aurungzébe, near the city of Ugein, think-

el
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ing the affairs of Dara defperate, came to the camp -

with a tender of his allegiance. A number of the
nobility, who had hitherto remained firm to the old
emperor, haftened to the court of the new, and
proftrated themfelves at the foot of the throne.
Aurungzébe received them with unconcern, and
told them that the feafon of forgivenefs was palt.
“ When Fortune,” faid he, ¢ hung doubtful
over my arms, you either abetted my enemies,
or waited in fecurity for the decifion of Fate con-
cerning the empire. Thefe,” pointing to his no-
bles, * ferved me in my diftrefs. I reward them
with my confidence; but I grant you, in par-
doning your lives, a greater favour than thofe I
conferred on them. Neceflity gives me your obe-
dience : let your generofity convince me that
you are fincere. My enemies have diffipated the

Ddz2 treafures
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A D. treafures of the empire, and I, who hope long
133 to manage its affairs, will not impoverith it by
1068, heavy exactions. Your wealth 1s great. Juf-
v tice, which in affairs of ftate follows fortune,
gives me a right to the whole ; but my modera-
tiononly claims a part.” They paid large fums
to the trealury, and a general indemnity pafled,
under the feals of the empire.
to Au- The haughty fpirit of the Maraja revolted at
rungzebe. S .
the indignity of a cold reception. He however
had gone too far to recede. Naturally averfe to
the fubtle character of Aurungzébe, he had aéu-
ally performed the promife which he had made to
his high-fpirited wife after his defeat. He col-
leted an army, and was about to purfue Au-
rungzebe, when the misfortunes of Dara began.
The lofs of the battle near Agra ftaggered his
allegiance ; he became more irrefolute after the
imprifonment of Shaw Jehén ; and the flight of
Dara to Lahore, threw him at the feet of the
new emperor... Hetold Aurungzébe, Thatbeing
of a religion which inculcated the belief of a
Providence as fuperintending over buman affairs,
he was now under no doubts concerning the fide
on which the \gods had declaved ‘themfelves, It
were therefore, continued he, akind of impiety
to oppofe him whom Heaven has placed on the
throne. Aurungzébe pleafantly replied, “ I am
glad 1o owe to the religion what 1 hoped not from
the love of Jeflwint Singh.”
Jumlaar.  The vifier Meer Jumla, who at the beginning
counr. - of the rebellion had fubmitted to a political im-
prifonment in;the Decan, feeing the affairs of Au-
rungzebe in too good a condition to demand a
continuance of his double condué&. broke his
fictitious chains, and preflented himfelf at court.
The new emperor received him_with every mark
of honour and affection. He prefented him with
elephants,
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elephants, horfes, riches, dreffes, and arms ; but A p,
of his whole fortune, which, tokeep up appear- 15
ances, had been confilcated, he only returned about 068,
fifty thoufand roupees. ¢ Inferving the ftate,” >~
faid Aurungzébe, ¢ I have expended your for-
tune ; butyou, in ferving it again, may acquire
another.”  Jumla made no reply, but feemed fa-
tisfied with his efcape from the critical fituation in
which he had been plunged by the civil war. A

field foon prefented itfelf to his abilities ; and his
fortune was amply reftored by the unabating fa-

vour of his fovereign.

Intelligence arriving in the Imperial camp that Aurang-
Dara had taken the route of Moultdn, Aurung- awches
zébe croffed the Suttuluz on the fifth of Septem.- to Moul-
ber. He advanced with rapid marches toward "™
that city, wifhing to put an end to the warin the
north. Chan Jehan, who commanded the van-
guard, arriving in Moultdn, the unfortunate
prince fled toward Bicker, and the mountains be-
yond the Indus. In vain had it been remonitrat-
ed to him by his followers, that he ought to
have taken the route of Cabul. Mohabet, who had
been always averfe to Aurungzebe, was at the head
of a dilciplined army in that province. Aids
might be drawn from the weftern Tartary 5 there
was even a profpect of Perfia’s elpoufing the
caufe of Dara. Soldiers of fortune, men adapt-
ed by their manners and climate for the field,
would flock to his ftandard. But Fortune had
forfaken Dara, and fhe was followed by Pru-
dence. Aurungzébe, when he firlt heard of the
courfe of his brother’s flight, cried out, in an
ecftacy of joy, ¢ That the war was at 2n end.”

He detached eight thoufand horfe, under the con-
du@ of Meer Baba, after the fugitive, and mov-
ed his campon his return toward Agra.

Many
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Many caufes concurred in making Aurung-
zébe anxious to return to Agra. The force left
in that city was fmall; and Shaifta, who com-
manded there, was no great foldier. The troops,

his return. though filent, had not yet reconciled their minds

Prepara-
tions

to the force ufed againft the perfon of Morad;
and they were, in fome meafure, fhocked at the
emperor’s breach of faith to a friend as wellasa
brother. Shaw Jehan, though clofely confined,
had his emiffaries and friends every where. Whif-
pers concerning the unworthy ufage of that greit
prince were carried round, and beard with atten-
tion. Many of the nobles, raifed by his favour,
refpected him ftill for what he had been; and the
empire, in general, which had flourifhed under
his government, lamented the cloud which had
fettled on the latter end of a life of renown. The
Maraja was ftill his friend. Proud and haughty
beyond meafure, he could not forget his defeat
by Aurungzébe, and he was chagrined at the
cold reception which that prince had lately given
to his proffered allegiance. = Joy Singh, who had
in a manner betrayed Soliman, thought alfo that
he was not well requited for his fervices. He
was ftill attached to Shaw Jehan, whofe open and
manly behaviour upon every occafion he compared

with advantage to the cold duplicity of his fon.
Suja, who firft appeared in arms againft Dara,
faw now a more dangerous enemy in another
brother. Thelofs which he had fuftained againft
Solimin was foon recovered in the rich and po-
pulous kingdom of Bengal. He faw a new cloud
forming which was to burft upon him, and he
prepared himfelf againft the ftorm. He collefted
an army with his ufual alivity, and was on the
point of taking the route of Agra, to relieve his
father from confinement. To deceive Aurung-
zébe, he had congratulated that prince on his
mounting



\

AUSR UG ZEB R, 297

mounting the throne at Delhi; he owned his A.D.
title, and only folicited for a continuance of his ‘Hﬁlss
government over Bengal. The emperor was not  1068.
tobe deceived. He faw the views of mankind in ="~
their fituation and charatter, and took profeflions
of friendfhip from rivals for mere founds. He
however had behaved with his ufual civility to
the meflenger of Suja. He pretended to be anxi-
ous about knowing the ftate of his health, and he
made a minute inquiry concerning his children and
family., ¢ As for a new commiffion to my bro-
ther,” faid he, “ it is at once unneceflary and
improper. I myfelf am but my father’s vicege-
rent in the empire; and I derive my whole
power from thofe infirmities which have render-
ed THE EMPEROR unfit for the bufinefs of the
ftate.” This anfwer, though not fatisfadtory,
amufed Suja, and furnithed an opportunity for Au-
rungzébe to break the power of Dara, and to
eftablith his own authority.
Suja, at length, threw off the matk; from a ofSuja
fubjet to Aurungzébe, he became his competitor
for the empire. He begun his march with a nu-
merous army, accuftoming them to the manceu-
vres of the field as he moved. His brother, who
expected the ftorm, was not furprifed at its ap-
proach. He remained but four days at Moul-
tin. His fon Mahommed was made governor of
that province ; that of Punjab was conferred on
Chillulla. He outltripped his army in expedition; -
and on the twenty-fourth of O&ober he entered
Lahore. He arrived at Delhi on the twenty-
firlt of November ; and notwithftanding the pref-
{ure of his affairs in the fouth, he celebrated his
birth-day in that city, having entered the forty-
firlt year of hisage. The fplendid and numerous
appearance of the nobility on that occafion con-
vinced Aurungzébe, who always made judicious
obfervations
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oblervations on the behaviour of mankind, that
he was firmly eftablifhed on the throne which he -
had ufarped. The nobles moft remarkable for

= their penetration, were the firlt to pay their

Preparza-
tions of
Aurung-

zebe,

Suja on
full
march.

relpeéts : they faw the abilities of the reigning
prince ; they were no ftrangers to the inferiority
of his brothers ; and they confidered Fortune as
only another name for Prudence. Dadod, who
had adhered hitherto to Dara, forlook that prince
when he took, contrary to his advice, the route
of Bicker. He threw himfelf at the feet of Au-
rungzébe 3 who, knowing his abilities, received
him with diftinttion, and raifed him to the rank
of fix thoufand horle. .
During the few days which Aurungzébe pafled
at Delbi, he informed himfelf minutely of the
force and refources of Suja. That prince was
more formidable than the emperor had imagined.
Toinfure fuccefs, he ordered his fon Mahommed
to join him with the army from Moultin, and he

- relolved to avail himfelf of the great parts of

Jumla. That lord had been fent, foon after his
arrival at court, to fettle the affairs of Chandeith
and Guzerat, and he was ordered to return with
fome of the veteran troops fationed on the fouth-
ern frontiers of the empire. The emperor, in
the mean time, having arrived at Agra, rein-
forced the garrifon of that city under Shaifta;
being apprehenfive of an invafion under prince
Soliman, from the mountains of Serinagtir. He
himfelf took immediately the field ; and moved
flowly down the Jumna, in hourly expeétations of
reinforcements_from the north and weft.

Suja, in the mean time, with a numerous army,
was in full march toward the capital. = He arrived
at Allahabad ;, and having remained a' few days in
the environs of that place, he renewed his march,
and encamped his army, in a {trong pofition, at

i i a place



A URUNGZESBE 299

a place called Kidgwa, about thirty miles from a. p.
Allahabad. Diftruftful of the difcipline of his 1§
army, he entrenched himfelf, and waited for the 105,
arrival of Aurungzébe, whom he withed to en- ~—~—=
gage withan advantage which might fupply the
inferiority of bis troops, in point of courage and
hardinefs, But Aurungzébe ftudioufly protraét-

ed the time. His march was defignedly flow, till

he was joined by his fon Mahommed with the
troops of the north. He then moved forward

with great expedition ;3 Mahommed commanding

the van, confifting of five thoufand chofen horfe.

Suja was aftonifhed at this fudden vigour in his
brother’s meafures ; he began to fortity his camp,

and to make difpofitions for receiving the enemy

with warmth.

The prince Mahommed, naturally full of fire, Fortifies
exceeded his ofders.  He prefled onward with the " <™
van, eager for a fight of the enemy ; and when he
prefented himfelf before Suja, the emperor, with
the army and artillery, was forty miles in the
rear. He rode along the lines of the enemy, and,
with unpardonable rafhnefs, {feemed to provoke
them to battle. Suja, however, for what caufe is
uncertain, took no advantage of his temerity.

The prince at length -encamped his fmall army ;
and difpatched a meflenger with his obfervations
on the pofition and ftrength of the enemy. = Au-
rungzébe was offended at the rathnefs of his fon.
He was, however, gentle in his reproof. = ¢ When
you fhall poffefs the empire, Mahommed,” faid
he, ¢ you muft proteét it with more caution. = A
monatch ought to be a general rather than a
partizan ; and few forget folly in valour.” The
haughty fpirit of the prince was impatient of
rebuke. = Aétive, gallant, and fiery, he defpifed
the flow dictates of Prudence; and would rather

owe
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A.D. owe his fame to his fword, than to political
{5 management and addrefs.
1069. The Imperial ftandard came in fight on the
o~ thirteenth of January, 1659; and Aurungzébe
vebe ofiers encamped his army, leaving an extenfive plain,
batle.  very fit for a battle, between him and the lines of
Suja. He drew up his army, on the morning of
the fifteenth, in two lines, advancing his artillery
fome paces in the front. About twelve o’clock
the cannon began to open on both fides. Suja
had placed his artillery on a rifing ground, and
his batteries were well ferved. He fcoured
the enemy’s lines ; and Aurungzébe, who durft
not attack the trenches, was obliged to return
with fome lofs to hiscamp. Suja took no ad-
vantage of the retreat of his brother. He re-
tired within his lines, and imprudently neglected
to keep poffeflion of the rifing ground on the
right, from which his artillery had played with
fuch advantage on the enemy. "Meer Jumla, who
had arrived a few days before from the Decan,
obferved the negligence of Suja. He reprefented
the advantage which Fortune had offered to Au-
rungzébe ; and that prince ordered him to take
pofleflion of thehill in the night. Before morn-
ing appeared, Jumla threw up a redoubt on the
place, and lined it with cannon ; which were co-
vered with a ftrong party of fpearmen.

Thebattle ~ When day-light appeared, Jumla ordered his

begin®.  batteryon the hill to open. The tents of Suja
were in the range of the fhot; and the prince
was obliged immediately to ftrike them, and to
move his quarters to the left. Anrungzébe, who
perceived the commotion in the enemy’s camp,
on account of the unexpected fire from the bat-
tery, thought this a proper opportunity to make
a general affault. His army were already formed ;
and he ordered his elephants to advance with all

expedition
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expedition to tread down the entrenchments. = A A. D,
ftrong body of cavalry fuftained the charge. The i$5%-
defendants, already in confufion, made but a g
faint refiftance. The elephants foon levelled the =y~
entrenchment, and the horfe poured into the
camp. Flight, confufion, and flaughter prevail-

ed. Aurungzébe, mounted ona lofty elephant,

faw the appearance of victory on every fide. He
puthed forward into the centre, to render com-

plete the advantage which he had already obtain-

ed. But Fortune took a {udden change; and
inevitable ruin feemed to overwhelm him and bis
affairs.

The Maraja, Jeffwint Singh, having made his Treachery
peace with Aurungzébe, had joined that prince 37",
with his native troops. His defeat at Ugein 5
remained ftill frefh in his mind ; and he longed
to recover the laurels which he had loit in that
unfortunate field. He had received orders to ad-
vance with his Rajaputs ; and he even made a
fhew of attacking the enemy. But when he faw
the emperor entering their camp, he fuddenly
turned, and fled with all his forces.. The
Moguls, however, followed not his example.
Aurungzébe carried forward on his elephant the
Imperial ftandard; and they were afthamed to
leave it to the enemy. Jeffwint, difappointed in
his aim of drawing his party to flight by his
own, fell fuddenly onthe rear of the line. He
feized upon the baggage; and put fervants and
women to the fword, without either diftintion
or mercy. The noife of the flaughter behind was
carried to the front, which was engaged with Suja
in the centre of his camp. Some fled to fave
their wives; and, cowards, wanting only an ex-
ample, they were followed by thoufands. The

lines began to thin apace; the attack was ful-
tained
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A. D. tained with lefs vigour ; and the enemy acquired

1659.
Hig.

1oﬁé.

courage.
Aurungzébe exhibited upon the occafion, that

——~~ refolute firmnefs which always rifes above mif-

Refolu-
tion of
Suja,

fortune. To fly was certain ruin ; to remain, an
almoft certain death. He fat aloft on his ele-
phant, in full pofleflion of his own mind ; and
he feemed not to know that any difafter had hap-
pened in the rear. The enemy, who had been
tumultuoufly hurrying out of the camp, returned
with vigour to the charge upon the fudden change
in the face of affairs. Suja, with an undaunted
countenance, led the attack, f{tanding in the
caftle, upon an enormous elephant. When his
eye fell upon his brother, he ordered his driver
to diret the furious animal that way. One of
the principal officers of Aurungzebe, who was
alfo mounted on an elephant, perceiving the in-
tention of Suja, rufhed in before the prince. He
was overthrown in the firft fhock, but the ele-
phant of Suja fuffered fo much in the concufiion,
that the animal ftood trembling through every
joint ; having loft all fenfe of command, and al-
moft the power of motion. The difappointed
prince feemed enraged at his fortune; but the
elephant of one of his nobles advanced againft
that of the emperor; and, in the firft thock, the
latter animal fell upon his knees; and it was
with great difficulty he recovered himfelf. Au.
rungzébe had one foot out of the caftle, ready to
alight. The crown of India hovered on the
refolution of 2 moment. Meer Jumla was near,
on horfeback : “ Stop,” faid he, turning {ternly
to Aurungzébe ; “ you defcend from the throne.”
The emperor, who was now compofed, feemed
to fmile at the reproof.  Whilft the animals con-
tinued to engage, the markfman, who fat behind
him, fhot the adverfary’s driver ; but the enraged

elephant
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elephant continued, notwithftanding, to fight. A D,

- Aurungzébe was now in imminent danger; when ‘lffg ‘
he was delivered from deftruction by the refolu- .c65.
tion of his driver. He threw himfelf dexteroufly ~=——
on the neck of the other elephant, and carried

him off ; whilft his own place was {upplied by

one of the officers who fat behind the caftle.
Another elephant, iin the mean time, advanced
againft Aurungzébe ; but he had the good fortune

to thoot the driver with his own hand.

The emperor now found that his own elephant, 2d of
from the many fhocks which he had received,zeﬂsf“g‘
was much weakened and difpirited. e began
to be afraid that he could not even keep the ani-
mal in the field. To alight would be equal to
flight itfelf. The elephant began to turn; and
Aurungzébe, whofe refolution never failed him
in defperate fituations, ordered the chains, which
are always ready for binding him, to be locked .
round his feet. The emperor remained immove-
able amid(t the enemy ; a thouland fhot were aim-
ed at him, a thoufand arrows fell into the caftle ;
but being in complete armour, he remained un-
hurt. Some of the nobles obferving this daring
behaviour in their prince, ruthed forward to his
refcue. They bore all before them in this laft
effort ; and Suja, in the moment of victory, was
beginning to give way. His elephant, difabled by
thefirt fhock, was not to be moved forward.
Aliverdi, oneof his friends, came with a horfe ;
and Suja, in an evil hour, defcended from his
lofty feat. The fame condu& had ruined Dara,

The elephant returning to the rear, with an
empty caftle, the army thought that the prince
was flain 5 and they began to fly on every fide,

Aurungzébe, who owed his viftory to his own who ob-
intrepidity, was in no condition to purfue the ?L‘{::he
enemy. Night was now coming on; and he lay 4

On
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on the field under arms. During the adtion, the
Maraja had defeated the party left to defend the .
baggage ; and loading camels with the booty,

——~ fent them off, under an efcort. He himfelf fll

hovered round the rear. The proximity of the
Imperial tents to the line, had hitherto protected
them from being plundered by the Rajaputs.
Night coming on, the Maraja advanced; and,
about an hour after it was dark, fell upon the
tents of Mahommed, who had remained with his
father on the field. A few, who defended the
quarter of the prince, were cut off to a man;
and the Rajaputs advanced to the Imperial tents,
and feized upon every thing valuable within the
fquare ; putting every one that oppofed them to
the fword. The night became a fcene of horror,
confufion, and death. Aurungzébe was not to
be moved from the field ; but he detached a part

- of the army to oppofe the Maraja. When day

Suja pur-

fued by
Mabom-
med.

appeared, the troops of Suja were no more to be
feen ; and the emperor, now convinced of his
vi¢tory, turned his arms upon the Maraja. That
prince ftood his ground. A bloody battle en-
fued. The Rajaputs retreated ; but they carried
their booty away.

Suja fled with fo much precipitation in the
night, that he left all his tents, equipage, and
artillery, on the field. His army deferted him ;
and he even deferted his army. He changed his
clothes, he threw off every mark of diftin&tion,
and burried forward to Patnalike a private man.

le feared no enemy; but he was afraid of his
friends. When Fortune had forfaken him, he
hoped not to retain their faith ; for to deliver him
to Aurungzébe would not only procure their
fafery, butadvance their intereft. The fun was
fcarce up, when Aurungzébe detached ten thou-
fand horfe under his fon Mahommed in purfuithqf

is
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his brother. The enemy were fo much diffipated, A.D.
that few were flain. The inftru&ions of the ‘gf;{‘
prince were to follow Suja. He atrived at Pat- 1oc6.
na, and the unfortunate prince fled to Mongeer ; "~
hoping to derive from walls that fafety which he

could not command in the field. His courage,
however, forfook him not in his diftrefs. He had

ftill refources in his own a&ive mind; and the

whole province of Bengal was devoted to  his in-

tereft, from the ftritt jultice and mildnefs of his
government, 4

After the flight of the Maraja and the depar- Aurung-

ture of Mahommed, the emperor called together }‘;Efci i
the nobility and principal officers of his army. his nobles.
He had marked, from his elephant, the particular
behaviour of each. He punithed fome for cowar-
dice ; others he promoted for valour. His re-
proofs were ftrong and pointed ; the praife he be-
ftowed manly and juft. He, at the fame time,
made a long {peech from the throne. He affumed
no merit to himfelf, he even gave up that of his
army, and attributed his fuccefs to Providence.
He involved Heaven in his quarrel with his bro-
thers; and made it the partner of his own guilt.
This religious oration was received with burits of
applaufe. Mankind are in all ages and nations
fuperftitious ; and the bare profeflion of fanétity
hides the blackeflt crimes from their eyes.
Aurungz€be, however, did not forget his tempo-
ral affairs in his devotion. Anxious for the re-
duttion of Bengal, and for an end of the war
with Suja, he detached a large body of horfe
under Meer Jumla, to reinforce Mahommed,
whillt he himfelf took the route of the capital.

The Maraja, in the mean time, with his booty, A falfe re-
advanced to the walls of Agra. News of the port carsi-
defeat of Aurungzébe had already filled that ca- Agra.
pital with furprize. The appearance of the Ra-

japuts
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japuts confirmed the report. The adherents of
the new emperor began to fhift for themfelves;
and grief and joy prevailed, as men were va-
rioufly affefted to this or the other fide. ~Shaifta,
who commanded in the city, was ftruck with me-
lancholy and defpair. He knew the active part "
which he himfelf had taken for Aurungz®be;
and he could expect no favour from the conque-
rors. He even made attempts againft his own
life ; and feemed indifferent about fhutting the
gates of the citadel again{t Jeflwint Singh. That
prince, though he fuffered little in the runnin
fight with Aurungztbe, was ftill afraid of the
Imperial army, which followed clofe on his heels.
Had he boldly entered the city, taken advantage
of the panic of Shaifta, and releafed Shaw Jehin,
Aurungzébe might ftill be ruined. But the for-
tune of that prince was ftill greater than his
abilities. '

Aurungzébe, apprehenfive of fome milchief
in Agra, haftened his march to that capital. The
city was now undeceived with regard to the bat-
tle; and the Maraja, who had boafted of the de-
feat of the emperor, began’ to fly before him.
1le diretted his courfe to his own country ; and,
though encumbered with  fpoil, outftripped his
purfuers in the march. Aurungzébe entered
Agra without any pomp. He did not permit
himfelf to be faluted by the guns of the fort.
¢ It would be improper,”” faid he, * to triumph

-in the ears of a father, over the defeat of his

fon.”” He wrotea letter to Shaw Jehdn, enquiring
concerning his health; and ‘he excufed himfelf
fromcoming intohisprefence onaccountof th- hur-
ryof publicaffairs. Heflightly mentioned his vico-
ry,by infinuating thatProvidence, by his hands, had
fruftrated the defigns of the enemies of the houfe
of Timur. His father, who was'no ftranger to the

fituation
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fituation of affairs, would not read the letter. He A.D.
gave it back to the meflenger, and faid, “ If my 1oss
fon means to infult me, to know it would but add e
to my misfortunes ; if he treats me with affeftion ‘=~

and Tefped, why does he permit me to languifh
within thefe walls ?”’

Vou, TIL Ee AURUNG-
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Dara’s flight to Bicker—He croffes the defert—
Gains the governor of Guzerat—Marches 1o-
ward Agra—LFortifies himfelf at Ajmere—De-
ceived—attacked—and totally defeated by Au-
rungzébe—His unheard-of misfortunes—Diftrefs
in the defert—Adrrival at Tatta—T hrows him-
Jelf under the proteclion of Fiben—Death of the
Sultana—Tbrows bimfelf under the Protection of
Jthon—Death of the Sultana—Dara betrayed—
Carried with ignominy through Delhi—Confined
at Chizerabdd— Afjaffinated—Refletions.

DARA having fled from Moultan, took the
route of Bicker, beyond the Indus. The Impe-
rialifts were clofe at his heels. His army fell off
gradually in his flight. His affairs were defpe-
rate, and their attachment gave way to perfonal
fafety. Tour thoufand ftill adhered to their co-
lours, with which number Dara encamped near
Bicker, having garrifoned the place, and fub-
ritted it to ' the command of a faithful friend.
He had fcarce pitched his tents, when the enemy
came in fight. Though worn-out with fatigue,
he was obliged to fly. He found boats by acci-
dent, and croffed the Indus with all his followers.

On
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On the oppofite fhore ftood the {trong fortrels of  a. 1.
Sicar. Struck with the hard fate ot Dara, the I’;‘S‘;’
governor opened the gates. But it was not t}-}e 1069,
bufinzfs of the prince to fhut himfelf vp within =~
walls 3 which at beft could only protratt misfor-

tune. He reinforced the garrifon with a part of

his troops ; and left fome valuable effccts under

the proteétion of the governor.

Difincumbered, he betook himfelf to the open Meditates

field, beforehe had even thought of the quarter to ;’eiﬁtte X
which he thould direc his courfe. He wandered
away in a melancholy mood. ~His faithful adhe-
rents, for only thofe whofe attachment to his
perfon overcame their own fears were now in his
train, followed filently the path of a mafter
whom they loved. Having marched a few miles,
the prince came to the place where the road parted
into two ; the one leading to Tatta, the other
toward the Perfian province of Choraffan. Start-
ing from his reverie, he ltood for fome time ir-
refolute.  On the one fide there was apparent
ruin; on the other, a certainty of perfonal
fafety. But glory was blended with difgrace in
the firlt ; in the latter there was nothing but ob- .
fcurity and difhonour. 'When he weighed thele
things in his mind, the chariots, in which were
his women, arrived. His perplexity increafed.
The defart toward Perfia was extenfive and. un-
hofpitable ; on the fide of India, his own mif~
fortunes muft overwhelm his family.” He could
not decide ; and a melancholy filence prevailed
around. ,

The favourite Sultana, feeing the undecifive- but
nels of Dara, at length put an end to his doubts. e
¢ Can the firftof the race of Timur,” {hefaid, ¢ he- to Tatta.
fitate in this moment of diftrefs ? There is danger,

but there may be alfo a throne on one fide; but
a frightful folitude, and the cold reception given
Fea to
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to fugitive princes by ftrangers, threaten from
the other. If Dara cannot decide, I, who am
the daughter of Purvéz, will decide for myfelf.

v~ This hand fhall prevent me, by death, from difho-

Croffes the
defert,

nour. The defcendant of the immortal Timur
fhall not grace the haram of the race of Sheick
Sefi!”” The features of the prince were at once
lighted up into a kind of mournful joy. He
burft into tears; and, without uttering a word,
fpurred forward his horfe toward Tatta. He had
not remained many days in that city, when he
received advices that a confiderable detachment’
of the enemy was arrived within a few miles of
the place. He evacuated Tatta, crofled the In-
dus, and fled toward the capital of Guzerat.
The enemy laid a bridge of boats over the river 3
and were preparing to purfue the fugitive, when
unexpected orders arrived for them to repair
with all expedition to join the Imperial army, in
full march againft Suja.

"The removal of the Imperial troops procured a
happy refpite for Dara; but it was but a tranfient
gleam of Fortune, who had refolved to continue
her frowns. The road of the prince lay partly
through burning fands, deftitute of water ; part-
ly through abrupt mountains, covered with im-
pervious woods, the haunts of bealts of prey.
His people were parched with thirft; his very
camels died of fatigue. His unfortunate women
were juft expiring for want of water, when the
prince, who ranged the folitudes far and wide,
lighted on a fpring. He encamped near it; and
having refrefhed his attendants, arrived next
day on the borders of the territories of the Raja’s
Jam and Bahira, which lay contiguous to each
other in his route. They received him with hof-
pitality ; bur they declined to embrace his caufe.
They were the natural enemies of the houfe of

Timur,
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Timur, who had, often from views of con-
queft, penetrated into their almoft inacceflible
country. When perfuafion failed, Dara endea-
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voured to work upon the pride of Jam. He pro- ‘=~

pofed an alliance between his fon Sipper Shekd,
the conftant attendant of his misfortunes, and the
daughter of the Raja. The match did not take
place, The few Mogul nobles who adhered to
him, were {fo much diffatisfied with the propofal,
on account of its inequality, that it was laid
afide; and Dara proceeded to Ahmedabid.

Shaw Nawiz, whofe two daughters were mar-
ried to Aurungzébe and Mordd, had been left by
the latter in the government of Guzerat, and kept
his refidence in Ahmedabad. When Morid was
feized, Aurungzébe fent a new commiffion to
Shaw Nawiz, which that lord received, and go-
verned his province in the name of the new em-
peror. He prepared to oppofe Dara with all his
forces. The match was unequal, and the prince,
hemmed in with misfortunes on every fide, began
to defpair. He, however, refolved to carry no
longer round the empire a life obnoxious to mife-
ty. Headvanced with his few attendants ; and,
as the laft refort, wrote a letter to the younger
daughter of Shaw Nawaz, who was the wife of Mo-
' rad, and had been left with her father when the
prince marched toward Agra. He recounted his
own misfortunes ; and compared them with thofe
of her hufband. ¢ The enemy of both is one,”
faid he: < if the memory of the unfortunate
Morad till lives in the breaft of his wife, the will
perfuade her father to favour Dara, who is op-
prefled by the fame untoward fate !”’

and arrives
in Guze-
rat.

The princefs, who had mourned inceffantly for Gains over
the misfortunes of her lord, whom fhe loved to the gover-

diftraftion, burft into a flood of tears at the '

reception of the letter. She grafped at the
- fhadow

10T
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fhadow of hope for her hufband’s releafement,
which was offered by a prince overwhelmed by
his own bad fortune. She threw herfelf at the
feet of her father ; her tears fupprefled her voice ;
but fhie looked up to him with that forcible elo-
quence of eyes, which it is impofiible to
refift from beautyin diftiefs. She placed the let-
ter of Dara inhis hands. Fle read it with emoti-
on ; and rurned away in filence. ‘She followed
him on her knees, holding the fkirt of his robe.
¢ Is not my daughter,” faid he, ¢ already fuffici-
ently wretched 7 Why does the with to involve
Lier father in the irretrievable mifery which has
overtaken her lord ? But the will have it fo—and
prudence muft give way to pity.”  He ordered
the gates to be thrown open; and the princefs,
in an ecftafy of joy, fent accounts of her fuccefs
to Dara,

The prince could fcarce believe his own eyes,
when he received the letter of the wife of Morad.
A gleam of hope came in upon his misfortunes. He
entered Ahmedabad ; and the governor received
him with the higheft diftinétion and refpeét. He
gave to the prince about one hundred and twenty
thoufland poundsin money, together with jewels
to a great amount, to contribute to raife troops.
This new life to the affairs of Dara, rendered him
allive in his preparations for war. In a few
weeks he found himfelf at the head of a confider-
able army. Hein the mean time received letters
{from the Maraja, who, with his native troops,
was on his march with Aurangzébe to attack
Suja. That prince acquainted him of his defign
of deferting the new emperor in the a&ion ; and
we have already feen that he kept his promife.
He conjured Dara to haften his march to fupport
him in his intended defe&ion. The advice was
good ; but the evil genius of Dara prevailed.

ark
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He delayed, that he might augment his forces; A. D.
and loft the golden opportunity of reltoring “his {_ffg
affairs by an at of boldnefs and intrepidity, Su- 1060,
ja was, in'the mean time, defeated ; and Au- >
rungzébe turned his whole force toward the ftorm
which was brewing in the Weft. i

The defertion of the Maraja had fpread news Marches

of the defeat and death of Aurungz€be to every 'pvard
corner of the empire. The agreeable intelligence
came to Dara. He inftantly marched toward
Agra, to feize the capital before the arrival of
~ Suja, who was faid to have conquered. In three
days, the unfortunate prince was undeceived.
Letters from different quarters brought him  the
particulars of the aftion, and of the cowplete
vittory obtained by his greateft foe. He was
again thrown into perplexity. To proceed with
fo fmall a force was imprudent ; to" retreat, rui-
nous to his reputation. He had built his laft
hopes on his army ; to retire, was to lofe them
by defertion. Many Europeans were in his camp.
He bad gained them by large promifes ; and they
naturally loved that impartiality which he {hewed
indifcriminately to men of merit of all nations.
His artillery was upon the beft footing; and he was
not deftitute of able engineers. His foldiers, for
the moft part confifting of the troops of the
empire {tationed on the frontiers, were habituated
to altion. But they were too few in number ;
and their leader was deftined for misfortune.

The Maraja, after plundering the Imperial Turns to-
camp, declared his intentions of marching to Gu- Jrmiiss
zerat with the fpoil. . Dara halted to take him up of the
by his way. But the Indian had no ferious in- Biariid,
tentions of affifting efe@ually any branch of the
houfe of Timur. = An enthufiaft in his own reli-
gion, he confidered all Mahommedans as his na-
tural enemies, He abetted none of the princes

through
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through choice.. He ftudied to add fuel to the
flame which raged between them, and to derive
advantage from their diffenfions. He hoped to find
that freedom and independence in their weaknefs,
which he could never expe from their favour and
power. Under the influence of thefe political
principles, he ftudioufly avoided to meet Dara.
He took the route of Marwar, to lodge his booty
in his own dominions in fafety. He, however,
wrote letters to the prince, to advance to his
borders, where he would join him with a recruit-
ed army. Dara accordingly marched toward Me-
irta, at which place he encamped with his forces,
in daily expeations of the junétion of the Maraja,
who was colleting his forces at the capital of his
dominions. _

Aurungzébe was, in the mean time, alarmed at
the great preparations of the Maraja. He faw
danger in his defetion ; and he had recourfe to
his ufual art and addrefs. He wrote to him a
letter. He acquainted him, That the oppofition
given to his fortune at the battle of Ugein, had
long fince beenblotted out of his memory, as it
was the refult of the Maraja’s opinion in favour
of Dara; that his fubmiffion to his government,
while yet his brothers were in the field, was a
conduct which entitled him to favour; but that
his late defertion in battle, and his fubfequent at-
tack upon the Imperial baggage, could not be for-
got, though it might be forgiven. ¢ The love of
public tranquillity, however,”” continues Aurung-
z€be, “ has expelled from my breaft every with
of revenge. It is therefore your intereft, to
withdraw your foot from the circle of Dara’s mif-
fortunes. That you fhould join my ftandard, I
neither expe& nor with. 1 cannot truft again
your faith ; and my own force is fufficient to
overthrow my enemies. You may therefore look
from your own country, an unconcerned fpecta-

tor
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tor of the war; and to reward you for your A.p.
neutrality, the government of Guzerat fhall be ’fl‘“i
added to that of your hereditary dominions.” 1069.

The letter had the intended effect on the Ma- ‘-"‘r?-’

taja. He preferred the proffered advantage to r;‘:'rt:" i 1
the gratitude of Dara, whofe fortunes wore fuch
a doubtful afpe&t. He broke off his correlpond-
ence with that prince, at the very time that he
was buoyed up with the hopes of the junétion of a
great army with his own forces. A f{trangerto
the motive of the Hindoo, he fent his fon Sip-
per Sheké to endeavour to prevail upon himn
to throw off his inativity. "Vhe young prince
was received at his capital with diftinction and
holpitality. He was, however, difappointed in
his views. The Maraja would give no fatisfactory
anfwer ; and the prince returned to his father,
who was greatly dilconcerted -by this new mil.
fortune. He, however, refolved to helitate no
longer ' with his fate. He decamped, and march-
ed ina diret line for Agra; and arrived at Aj-
mfre, about eight days journey from that capi-
tal. .

In the neighbourhood of Ajmere,- the high- o for-
road to the capital paffes between two fteep hills, "
each of which forms the point of an impafluble
ridge of mountains, which firetch far into the
country on both fides, and feparate the kingdom
of Guzerat from the reft of Hindoftan. Dara
halted with his army in this pafs. His high opi-
nion of the European mode of war, which he
imbibed from the Englith, French and Portuguele
in his fervice, had rendered that prince fond of en-
trenchments. He had confidered the appearance of
fecurity, more than the movements of the human
mind : for armies often take entrenchments in no
other light than asa proof of the fuperiority of the
enemy. He threw up lines from Lill to hill in

his
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his front, and ftrengthened ' them with artillery.
Aurungzcbe, in the mean: time, marched with
an army to {top his progrefls; and arrived with

= great expedition in the neighbourhood of Ajmere.

When he came in fight of . the entrenchments, he
ordered his army to encamp; and he himfelf
rode out to reconnoitre the enemy.

Fimfe!f at - Neothing could equal his aftonifhment when he

Ajmere,

Avrung-

zebie otfers

battle,

viewed, through a fpy-glafs, the pofition of his
brother. The ftrength of the works was incon-
ceivable ; inftead of a common entrenchment
the prince had fortified himfelf with a ftrong
rampire, defended by baftions, a deep ditch and
a double row of palifadoes, which extended
fix miles acrofs a valley. Aurungzébe was per-
plexed beyond meafure. He knew not how to
a&. An aflault was evidently dmpra&icable ; to
do nothing would derogate from that high opinion
which he had already eftablifhed in the minds of
the people. Every day would add to Dara’s in-
fluence and party ; and mankind, who always
fide with the unfortunate, would attribute to
ability what was the gift of chance. He called
a council of the nobles. They differed in their
opinions ; much time was fpent in argument
without coming to a decifive meaflure. They at
laflt agreed upon an expedient. They knew that
the fpirit of Dara was impatient of infult; and
they advifed the emperor to draw out his forces,
and to offer battle.

In compliance with the advice of his nobles,
he formed hisline on the 23d of March 1659, and
advanced with his artillery within cannon-fhot of
the camp. Dara continued within his lines ; and
Aurungzébe began to fortify himfelf under the
enemy’s fire, He continued the work the whole
night, and covered his men before day-light ap-
“peared, netwithftanding his brother had fallied

thrice
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thrice during that time. The fun was fcarce A D.
rifen, when Debere, and fome other nobles, if- 52"
fued out of the camp, and advanced on full fpeed 1069.
with five thoufand horfe near ‘the lines; hoping, =~
by infulting him, to draw Dara from his lines.
‘They paid dear for their temerity. The artille-

ry of the enemy being well ferved, galled the ai-
failants fo much, that they retreated in diforder,

and were glad to fbelter themfelves behind their

own lines. Thefe things remained in this doubt-

ful fituation for feveral days. Thearmy of Dara,
having the country in their rear open, were in no

want of provifions ; and were, therefore, under no
neceffity of retreating; and it was impoflible, with-

out a long fiege, to overcome their almoft impreg-

nable lines, :

Fortune, who never forfook Aurungzébe, re- His firata-
lieved his anxiety upon this occafion. A petty 8™
Indian prince, who commanded three thoufand of
his native infantry in the Imperial army, inform-
ed himfelf of a narrow and [teep path, by which
men, accuftomed to climb, might afcend the
mountain on the right of Dara’s lines. He com-
municated his information to the emperor, who
was overjoyed at the difcovery. He made large
promifes to the Raja, thould he gain, with a party,
the fummit of the mountain, without alarming
the enemy. Should he be fo fortunate as to fuc-
ceed in the attempt, he was ordered to make.a
fignal to the emperot from that fide of the moun-
tain which was covered from Dara. When night
came on, he marched with his troops. Having
encountered many difliculuies, he alcended the
mountain, and the appointed fignal was ready
to be fhewn by the dawn of day.

Aurun_gzébe never refted his hopes upon the to deceive
chcefs of afingle fcheme. He had, during the
night, planned the ruin of his brother’s affairs,

by
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A.D. byamore fatal ftroke of policy than the ftrata-
}ff_' gem of the Raja. Debere Chan, and the Indian
wés.  prince, Joy Singh, had, at the beginning of the
S~ war, adhered with warmth to the interefts of Dara.
Under the prince Solimén, they had diftinguifhed
themfelves in the defeat of Suja, and the reduc-
tion of Bengal. Yielding to the preffure of the
times, and to the intrigues of Aurungzébe, they
deferted, as has been already related, the colours
of Solimén ; and ruined all the hopes which the
unfortunate Dara derived from the vitorious ar-
my under hisfon. To thefe chiefs the emperor
applied with much addrefs. He promifed large-
ly ; and he mixed threats with bhis proffered
favour. He at length prevailed upon them to
write an infidious letter to Dara, to the following
purpofe : 4 -
¢ It is not unknown to the emperor,” for
with that tite they affeCted to diftinguith Dara,
¢¢ that Debere and Joy Singh once deemed it
their greatelt glory to be numbered among his
fervants. With how much fidelity they obeyed
his orders, they derive a proof from their a&ions,
under the command of the illuftrious prince -So-
limén Sheko. So much fatisfied was Dara with
the conduét of his faithful fervants, that, in his
letters, which were prefented to us by the prince,
he attributed the vi€tory over Suja to our conduct
and valour, The emperor was partial in our fa-
vour ; butwe prefume to hope, we deferved a
part of his praife. When the newsof the defeat
of our prince, and of the imprifonment of the
king of kings, came to our ears, we thought
ourlelves alone amidit the vitorious armies of our
foes. What could we do? Our loyalty remain-
ed, butneceflity wasnear. The times left us no
choice, and we were forced to fubmit. We bave
“ever fince been dragged along, the unwilling
flaves

Dara,
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flaves of Aurungzebe. But now Fortune has A. D.
returned to the threfhold which leads to the pre- 'gﬁg:
fence of Dara. The acceffion of his faithful 1o6s.
fervants to his power, thoughnot neceflary to ="y
his affairs, will bring them to a more fpeedy con-
clufion. When, therefore, day-light fhall ap-
pear, let the gate of thecamp be opened to re-
ceive us; that we may have an opportunity of
regaining, by our merit, the favour, of which
we have been deprived by neceflity. As foon as
the fun f{hall arife, we look for admittance into
the camp, with all our followers and friends,”

This letter was thirown into the lines, by a
horfeman on full fpeed. | It was immediately car-
ried to the prince; and with that credulity which
is inherent .in a fincere mind, he implicitly be-
lieved every thing which the letter contained.
Shaw Nawiz in vain remonftrated to him, in
the ftrongeft terms, that there was danger in
confiding in their fincerity. Dara was always
averfe to advice ; and ‘now he was rendered blind
by the hopes of gaining fuch powerful chiefs. to
his party. He was obltinate ; and determined to
rif[que all on the faith of men, who had, a
few months before, betrayed his fon. He gave
pofitive orders, that in the morning, that gate 6f
the camp which looked toward the enemy fhould
be thrown open, to receive the expetted fugitives.

"He, at the fame time, iffued dire@ions to all the
officers, that care thould be taken not to fire upon
them as they advanced. Shaw Nawiz was high-
ly diffatisfied ; Mahommed Sherif, who com-
manded the forces, was aftonithed. The orders
were peremptory, and they muft be obeyed.
They, however, refolved to ftand upon their
guard; and when morning came, they pofted
themfelves, with feveral fquadrons, without the

lines;&s

Succeeds
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lines ; giving orders, at the fame time, that all
the troops in theé'camp fhould {tand to their arms.
Aurungz*be, who was no ftranger to the cha-

S~ ralter of Dara, forefaw that his firatagem would

againit

that
priice,

fucceed. He drew up his army before day, be-
hind his own camp ; being covered by the tents
from the enemy’s view.  The fun was not yet ap,
when he ordered Debere to iflue forth from his
right, and Joy Singh from his left, at the head
of ‘their troops, and to advance on full fpeed to-
ward the camp. Thefe officers accordingly ruthed
foreh ; and Aurungzébe, to carry on the deceir,
began to fire with his artillery, but with powder
only, on the pretended deferters. Dara, full of
expectation, tood on the rampire. When he faw
the Iquadrons advancing, he ordered the gate to
be thrown opeu; but Mahommed Sherif, who,
with a cholfea body, ftood without the lines, be-
ing ftill dubious of the intentions of the fugi-
tives, ordered them to ftop, till ke fhould be fa-
tisfied of their real defigns.

Debere, who firlt advanced, had no time to
deliverate., A pailey would difcover the whole
to his own men; he immediately ftopt fhort, and
gave the fignal of attack, by fhooting Sherif, with
an arrow, through the heart. That officer fell head-
long to the ground; and a dreadful flaughter com-
menced, hand to hand. Debere, unmatched in that
age for ftrengih and perfonal bravery, hewed on
his way to the gate, which Shaw Nawiz was en-
deavouring to (liut.  But the thing was now im-
practicable, from the numbers that crowded into
the camp. Debere entered, fword in hand ; and
Shaw Nawdz advanced to oppofe him. = The
match was unequal.  Debere, who refpected the
virtues, the years, the high quality of his adver-
fary, defired him to furrender ; and to fear nothing
from his fon-in-law. ¢ 1 myfelf,” faid Debere,

¢ will
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« will intercede for Shaw Nawiz.” The pride A.D.
of the old lord arole. “—Nb!D&ﬂM}mr—_ﬁﬁ:
I have hitherto defended my life by my valour; ro6s.
nor fhall I purchafe a few years of decrepid age
at the expence of my former fame.”  Dcbere, at

the word, ran him through with his fpear.,  'With

Shaw Nawiz and Sherif, the courage of Dara’s

army fell. The treacherous Debere was now
within ‘the camp, with his fquadron, who, fired

with the ‘example of their leader, made a prodi-
gious flaughter. Joy Singh followed clofe on
their heels. :

The emperor, in the mean time, advanced who is to-
with his whole line ; ' and the party, who had tf:f:t‘m‘.‘“"
gained the fummit of the mountain in the night, ;
fhewed themlelves above the camp. The hills
re-echoed to their fhouts ; and they began to roll
ftones and loofened rocks into the valley. Thefe,
falling from precipice to precipice, came crathing
down on ‘the affrighted army; and they turned
their eyes from the fwords of their enemies to this
new f[pecies of danger. = An univerfal panic fpread
over all. Confufion every where prevailed. Some
fought,- others fled, many ftood in aftonithment,
without having even the courage to fly. Dara
mounted his elephant to be feen by his army;
but he himfelf faw nothing around but terror and
death. - He ruthed forward to meet the enemy ;
but he was left alone. He calied for Sherif ; that
chief was already cold in his blood : he wifhed
for the prefence of Shaw Nawiz, but his dead
body prefented itfelf to his eyes. He turned
back, and gave his foul to defpair. The fafety
of his women ‘came then acrofs his mind; he
haftened” with them from the field ; whillt the
fpoils of his camp kept the enemy from purfuina
?us ﬂ.rght. Four thoufand fell on the fidé of Dara,
in this extraordinary adtion : Aurungzébe loft not

above
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A 1. above two bundred ; and in that number; no

i officer of diftin&ion except Sheich Meer, the
v, Captain-general of his forces.

x> ‘The grief of Dara for his defeat was great,

o moie ¢but it was not equal to his aftonithment. The

Dara.  misfortune, though dreadful, was unexpeéted,

and by the fudden ill prevented the fear. It was,

however, fucceeded by milery, and unequalled

diftrefs. The unfortunate prince fled to the

capital of Guzerat. But the governor, whom he

leftin the place, fhut the gates againft his lord.

He fat down.in filence, and knew not whither to

fly. His friends became his ‘greatelt enemies.

Two thoufand Mahrattors {till adhered to the un-

happy prince. When they heard of the meflage -

of thé governor, they defpaired of the affairs of

Dara, and added their own cruelty to his misfor-

tunes. Ina pretence of having large arrears of

their pay dueto them, they fell upon his baggage,

and plundered it in his prefence. Some cafkets

of jewels were faved by his women ; for even

in that feafon of licence and diforder, their per-

fons were facred from barbarity itlelf. This out-

rage was committed in the night. When day-

light appeared, the robbers, as if athamed of

their condud, fled with their fpoil. A few only

of the loweft menial fervants remained. Every

thing was removed from the field. The mifera-

ble tents, which he had colle@ed in his flight,

were carried away ; and nothing was left but a

few old fcreens of canvafs, which covered the

Sultana and her female flaves from the public eye.

The diftrefs of the prince may be imagined, but

cannot be deferibed. He walked about in feem-

ing diftradtion ; and the fad complaints of the

women from behind their wretched covering,

drew tears from the eyes of the few fervants who

{lill adhered to their unhappy lord.

LY

The
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The preflure of his misfortunes at length A.p.
awakened Dara from a melancholy reverie, in ‘;fg
which he had ftrayed from the place where his ros.
camp had ftood. He returned in manifeft dif-f‘l-_':“‘g‘;l-;
order ; and feemed to queftion every ome with
his eyes, about the means of moving to fome
place of fafety. A few beafts of burden were
colleted by his fervants; and the robbers, who
had deferted and plundered his camp, had left to
him the two elephanis which he had brought
from Ajmere. On thefe he placed all the effets
which had efcaped the ravages of the Mahrattors;
and a few oxen found in a neighbouring field,
dragged flowly away in covered carriages his
women. The prince himfelfy with his fon Cipper
Sheko, attended them on horfeback, with an ill-
mounted retinue of two or three hundred fer-
vants and faithful ‘adherents.  He turned his face -
to the frightful folitudes in° which he had fuffered
fo much before ; but the parched’deferts, which
ftretched themfelves from Guazerat to the Indus,
were lefs unhofpitable to Dara than a brothér’s
hands.

The prince foon arrived in the territories' of His great
Raja Jam, whofe hofpitality alleviated his diftrefs.

He again applied to that chief for his aid, but he
was deaf to the requelt. Dara promifed largely,
fhould Fortune again favour his caufe; but fhe
had taken her flight to return no more. Jam
was too prudent to throw his own fate into the
fcale of the prince. - He became cold and referved 5
and feemed, by his manner, to wifh for the depar-
ture of his unfortunate gueft. He was again forced
to encounter the hardfhips of the defert. The
heat of the feafon had added to the natural fteri-
lity of thefe dreadful folitudes. There was no .
water to be found ; ' not a. blade of  grafs to be
feen. The air feemed, in fome meafure, on fire.
Vor, IIL 8 ) There

deflert.
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A.D. There was nothing to fhade the defolate travellers
59 from the fcorching fun ; excepting when clouds
;ofs;, of fand, raifed by whirlwinds, covered them with
v~ a fatal darknefs. ' The beafts of burden died for
want of provender ; the very camels perifhed for
want of water. ‘The favourite elephant, which
had often carried Dara in all his pomp, was now
the only ufeful animal that remained ; and even
he began to fail. To add to the misfortunes of
the prince; the favourite Sultana, the mother of
all his children, and whom he tenderly loved,
was at the point of death. She had been feized
with hyfterics from the fright of the battle ; and
had ever fince been fubjeét to violent fits. Death
cut off gradually his retinue; at the end of eve-
ry furlong, he was obliged to pay the laft fad
offices to fome favourite fervant or friend.
.When he came within fight of Tarta, the ele-
phant which had carried his family acrofs the de-
fert,;worn out with fatigue and thirft, lay down
and died.  The few that remained of his follow-
ers were fo languid and fpent, that they could not
crawl to the neighbouring villages for fuccour.
. Dara himfelf was obliged to execute that necel.
.. fary fervice. He came toa hind, who kept oxen
in a field. He mentioned his diftrefs and his
name; and the clown fled from Lis prefence.
He fat down ; having no {trength to return to his
defolate family. Curiofity, however, brought the
whole village around; ‘and every eye was full
of: tears.  They brought all their beafts of bur.
den to theplace ; and the whole country accom-
panied him, with fhouts of 0y, to Tatta, He,
however, did not reft long in ‘that city. He
croffed the Indus, and threw himfelf under the
protettion of the petty chiefs of the diftri@ of
Bicker, and they, touched with compalffion, pro-
mifed to fupport him with their lives and fortunes.

The

diftrefs.
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“The aQive fpirit of the emperor, was not, in A.D.
the mean time, idle. So lonq as Dara lives, he 113?3:
muft totter on his throne. He Knew the route sofs.
which his' unfortunate .brother had taken; but ="~
his troops would not pz.rlue the fugitive through
fuch a perilons way. He hoped that the hard-
thips®of the defert might prevent him from ima
bruing his hands in blood ; but Dara mult perith ;
and Aurungzébe was rcmlved to-be provided
againft‘every event of Fortune. Ile ordered fome
troops to march down along the indus from
Moultan ; and the news of their approach came
a few days after the arrival of Dara. The gene-
rous chiefs, who from compaflion had refolved to
fupport his caufe, being not yet prepared to re-
ceive the enemy, advifed him to fly’ into Perfia,
~the frontiers “of " which were within four days
~ march of the place at which he then refided.
'He prepared for his flight; but Nadira Bina, Prepares
the favourite. Sultana, was dying: Spent with 5.2,
fatigue, overwhelmed 'with ficknefs, and worn
out with misfortune, fhe was altogether incapa-
ble of ‘thejourney; and he could not leave her
behind. She knew his fituation, and requefted
earneftly that they fhould move away. ¢ Death,”
faidifhe, “ will foon relieve the daughter of Pur-
vez "rom her misforrunes ; but let her not add to
thofe of her lord”  She could not prevail upon
him to march whillt fhe was in {uch a fituation
and he had, befides, placed great hopes in the
friendthip of Jihon Chan, a neighbouring chief
of great power. Jihon had been twice faved
from death bythe intereft of Dara. Shaw Jehdn,who
was an enemy to oppreflion, had ordered him to be,
at two different times, profecuted for murder and
treafon, before the chief juftice of the empire. That
judge, upon the cleareft proofs, condemned him
twice to death ; and, at the requelt of Dara, he
K fa was
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A.p, was pardoned by the emperor, and reftored to his
1659.  eftate which had been confifcated. The prince,
wsg, therefore, had reafon to expett a return of gra-
‘——titude ; but the obligations were too great for
the pride of this unprincipled chief, and they
prefled upon him like injuries.

but throws ~ ‘The natural perfidy of Jihon was fo notorious,
'i‘i‘}?;':f‘f"“ that all his friends, with one voice, remonftrated
Chan.  to Dara againft bis defign of throwing himfelf
on the faith of that chief. The prince, naturally
obftinate, was now blinded by his fate. He could
not think of leaving his beloved Nadira in the
hour of death; and he refolved to rifque all for
the melancholy fatista&tion of being prefent when
the faithful companion of his diftrefs expired.
Some nobles, who had hitherto attended his
perfon, and who had determined to accompany
him in his exile to Perfia, feparated themfelves
{from a prince devoted to ruin, With feventy
June 21, domeftics only, he went to the refidence of Jihon;
" " and that chief, apprized of his coming, came
out to meet him, and received him with the
warnelt profeffions of friendfhip. He quitted his
own palace to accommodate the prince ; and no-
thing was to be feen around but the greateft marks

" of hofpitality and profound refpect,
he Sul . Re diftemper of the Sultana had increafed on
the road to the refidence of Jihon. She fainted
away when fhe was carried into the apartments
afligned for her reception ; and the prince fat in
tears by her fide, during the whole night. 1In
the morning fhe expired in his arms. . * It is on-
1y now,” faid Dara, ¢ I have found thatI am
alone. T was not bereft of all my friends whilft
Nadira lived. But fhe has clofed her eyes on the
misfortunes which are to involve her children and
lord ; and thus a peculiar happinefs has fucceeded
toaccumulated diltrefs.” He tore off his mag-

nificent
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nificent robe, and threw the Imperial turban on A D.
the ground: then clothing himfelf in a mean {{%-
habit, he lay down by his departed confort on o6
the bed. In the evening one of his faithful fer- =’
vants joined him with fifty horfe. He was over- °
joyed at his arrival, and, ftarting up, took him .

in his arms, and faid, “ My fituation, Gal Ma-
hommed,” for that was the officer’s name, ¢ is

not without refource. Nadira, having forfaken the
devoted Dara, has met with a part of that good
fortune which was due toher virtues. You muft,

with your fifty horfe, efcort the body to Lahore,

to the fepulchre of her great anceftors, Au-
rungzebe himfelf will not refufe a grave to the
family of Dara.” The body was accordingly
embalmed ; and, being placed in a magnificent
herfe, was efcorted to Lahore.

Dara had not remained many days at the Heis be-
refidence of Jihon, when intelligence was receiy- tared by
ed, that Chan Jehan, one of the principal ge- S
nerals of his brother, was advancing from Moul-
tin; and that his van was already arrived in
the neighbourhood. Dara refolved to make his
efcape into Perfia, He called his fervants toge-
ther, and he took leave of Jihon. When he had
proceeded about a mile on his way, he difcovered
Jihon coming after him, with about a thoufand
horfe, on full fpeed. He imagined, that Jihon
defigned to efcort him with thefe troops to Perfia.

He rode back by way of doing him honour ;
and, when he was about addrefling his thanks to
the treacherous chief, he was fuddenly furrounded
and difarmed. ¢ Villain!” faid Dara, * js it
for this T twice faved your life from the refent-
ment of my father, when the eléphants were
ftanding over you waiting for orders to crufh you
to death? But juftice will be fatisfied, and
Heaven has revenged your crimes upon my head.”

[ He
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He ftopt—and, with a fcornful filence, fubmitted
his hands to be bound. _

Jihonheard the prince without making anyreply;
for what could he fay to vindicate bis conduct ? He
ordered the prifoner to be mounted on an elephant,
and then he fell upon the baggage, to enrich him-
felf with the fpoil of his benefaclor. He then haf-

cned toward Chan Jeban; and, during the jour-
ney, notwithftanding the natural unfeelingnels
of his mind, he durit not for once come into the
prefence of the much injured prince. His fate
being now determined, that anxiety, which had
long clouded- the countenance of Dara, vanifhed.
His fon was carried with him on the fame ele-
phant. Havinga talent for poetry, he<compofed
many affecting verfes on_his own misfortunes;
with the repetition of which he often drew tears
from the eyes of the common [oldiers who guard-
ed his perfon. “ My name,” faid he one day,
¢ imports that I ‘am 1n pomp LIKE Darius; [
am alfo like that monarch in my fate, The
friends whom he trufted, were more fatal than
the fwords of his enemy.” Notwithftanding thefe
cafual complaints, he maintained his ufual digni-
ty, and there was even fomething majeftic in his
grief. It was not the wailings of a woman, but
the manly aflictions of a great mind.

When Chan Jehdn, who had been apprized of
the imprifonment of Dara, faw that prince ad-
vancing, meanly dreffed on a forry elephant, he
could not bear the fight ; and he hid his tears in
bis tent. He detached a party from his army to
efcort him, together with the traitor, to Delhi,
where Aurungzébe at the time kept his court.
The emperor, though he rejoiced at the news that
his brother had fallen into his hands, was full of
perplexity and indecifion. He called a council
of his nobles ; and they differed in their opinions ;

fome,
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fome, declaring for fending him by another route A.D.
to the caftle of Gualidr ; fome, that he fhould ’glsg
be carried through the city, to convince man-  1060.
kind that he was fallen for ever. Many advifed
againft a meafure that might be full of danger

from the humanity of the people ; a few argued,

that fuch condu& would degrade the dignityof the
family of Timur. Others maintained, to whofe
opinion the emperor himfelf feemed to lean, that it

was neceflary he fhould pafs through the capital, to
aftonith mankind with the abfolute pewer and in-
vincible fortune of Aurungzébe.

The unfortunate prince, accordingly, accom- Carried
panied by his fon, entered Delhi on an elephant. ‘r:'!’i‘:y'g“"“
This, fays a certain writer, was none of the fine through
elephants of Ceylon and Pegu, which they were Pelf
wont to ride with golden harnefs, embroidered
covers, and magnificent canopies, to defend them
from the fun. No. It was an old animal, dirty
and lean, with a tattered cover, a pitiful feat,
and the caftle open on all fides to the winds.

The fplendid ornaments of his perfon were now
vanifhed, like his good fortune. A dirty drefs
of coarfe linen fcarce covered his body from the
weather; and his wretched turban was wrapt
round with a fcarf made of Cafhmire wool.' His
face, which formerly commanded refpe& with
the manly regularity of its' features, was now
parched and fhrivelled by being long expofed to
the heat ; and a few ftraggling locks, which ap-
peared from his turban, prefented a grey colour
unfuitable to his years. In this wretched fitua-
tion he entered Delhi; and, when the mob who
crowded to the gates knew that it was Dara, they
burft into loud complaints, and fhed a flood of
tears. The ftreets were rendered almoft impaffa-
ble by the number of fpectators ; the fhops were
full of perfons of all ages and degrees. The

clephant
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A.p. elephant moved flowly ; and the progrefs he made
1659« was marked to thofe who were diftant by the
.I::s’; advancing murmur among the people.  Nothing
S~ was heard around but loud complaints againit
Fortune, and curfes on Aurupgzébe. But none
had the boldnefs to offer to refcue the unfortu-
nate prince, though flightly guarded. They were
quite unmanued by their forrow.
Confined ' After wandering over the features of Dara,
E;fl,';lf'ggh' the eyes of the people fell on his fon. They"
village. -+ oppofed his innocence, his youth, his graceful
perfon, ‘'his hopes and his quality, to the fate
which impended over his head ; and all were dil-
folved in grief. = The infectious forrow flew over
the whole city; even the poorelt people for-
fook their work, and retired to fecret corners to
weep. Dararetained his dignity upon this trying
occafion. He uttered not one word ; but a fet-
tled melancholy feemed to dwell on his face. The
unfortiinate young prince was ready frequently to
weep, being foftened by the complaints of the
people; but his father checked him with a ftern
look, and he endeavoured to conceal his tears.
Dara, having been thus led through the princi-
palftreets of Delhi, was conduced to Chizerabad,
a village four miles without the walls, He was
locked up, with his fon, ina mean apartment, in
which he remained for fome days in hourly expec-
- tation of bis death. Here he amufed himfelf
with writing Inftruétions for his fon Soliman ;
having concealed an ink ftandith and fome paper
in oneof the folds of his garment. His anxiety
to know the intentions of Aurungzébe, fome-
times broke in upon his melancholy amufements.
He appeared through the window to the gluards ;
but they knew nothing of what paffed at court.
He then enquired concerning an old devotee, who
had formerly lived in a cell near the foot of the

Imperial
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Imperial garden at Delhi.’ One of the foldiers A p.
knew theold man ; and the prince gave a billet %59
to be carried to him, requelting fome intelligence. ;o'r‘gt

¢ But even he, perhaps,” he faid, with a figh, “—r—
¢ may have changed with the current of the
times.”

The traitor Jihon, in the mean time, made his The trai-

appearance at court, to claim the reward of his }f:in;li‘);‘,‘:;}c
treachery. Aurungzébe dignified him with a pecple.
title, and enriched him with prefents. Pafling
through the city of Delhi, he was pointed out
to the mob, who, falling upon him near the gate
which leads to Lahore, killed feven of his attend-
ants. He himlelf efcaped; but the country peo-
ple rofe upon him every where. They hunted
him from place to place; tili at length he met
with his deferts, and was flain when he had almoft
reached the boundaries of his own government.
The zeal of the people, however, proved fatal to
Dara. The emperor, hearing of the tumult near
the gate of Lahore, ordered the chief magiftrate
of the city, with his officers, to go to the place,
and enquire into the caufe of the difturbance.
The mob fell upon the judge and his attendants.
They fled to the palace, and the whole city was
in an uproar.

Aurungzébe, in dread of a general revolt, cal- Difiurb-
led a council of his nobles. He had determined T
before to fend his brother to the fortrefs of Gua-~
liar § but now he was afraid of a refcue by the
way. ‘The minds of the people were ftrangely
agitated. Their imprecations againt his cruelty
reached him in the midft of his guards; and he
began, for the firlt time, to thew {ymptoms of
political fear, He afked the advice of his lords.

The majority feemed to be for fparing the life of
Dara ; and for fending him, under a firong guard,
to the ufual prifon of the Imperial family, Au-

.Tungzébe,
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A: n. rungzébe, though not fatisfied, was about to
159-  yield to their opinion ; when one Hakim, a Per-
‘ 2:; fian by birth, with a defign to gain the favour of
v~ the emperor, infilted that Dara fhould be put to
death, as an apoftate from the faith of Mahom-
med. The emperor pretended to be fartled, and
faid, *¢ The thing is determined. 1 might have
forgiven injuries doneto myfelf; but thofe againft
religion I eannot forgive.” He immediately or-
dered a warrant to be iffued to Nazir and Seif,
two fierce Afgan chiefs, which impowered them
to take off Dara that very night.
hafien e On the eleventh of September, about mid-
Dua. . niglit, the unfortunate prince was alarmed with
the noife of arms coming through the pafage
which led to his apartment. He ftarted up, and
knew immediately that his death approached.
He fcarce had awakened bis fon, who lay afleep on
the carpet at his feet, when the aflaflins burft
- open the door.  Dara feized a knife, which he
had concealed to mend the reed with which he
wrote. He ftood in a corner of the room. The
murderers did not immediately attack him. They
ordered his fon to remove to the adjoining apart-
ment ; but he clung round his father’s knees.
Two of the affuffins feized him, to force him
away; when Dara, feeing Nazir ftanding at the
door, begged to be indulged a few moments to
take Jeave of hisfon. He fell upon his neck, and
faid, « My dear fon, this feparation is more af-
fiicting than that between foul and body, which I
am this moment to fuffer.. But fhould nE fpare
you—live, Heaven may preferve you to revenge
my death ; for his crimes fhali not pafs unpu-
nifhed.  Ileave you to the protection of God.
My fon, remember me.”” A tear half ftarted
from his eye; when they were dragging the
youth to the adjoining room. e, however, re-
fumed
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fumed his wonted dignity and courage, ¢ Ibeg A D.
one other favour, Nazir!” he faid,  much '13?,?.'
time has not been loft by the laft.” He wrotea 106y
billet, and defired that it fhould be delivered to ¥/
Aurungzébe. But he took it back, and tore it,

faying, ¢ I have not been accultomed to afk

favours of my enemies, He that murders the

father can have no compaflion on thefon.” He

then raifed up his eyes in filence ; and the affafiins

feemed to have forgot their office.

During this time of ‘dreadful {ufpence, the fon, who is af-
who lay bound in the next room, liftened, expeét- faffinated.
ing every moment to hear his father’s dying groans.

The affaflins, in the mean time, urged on by
Nazir, feizedDara by the bands and feet, and
throwing him on the ground, prepared to ftran-
gle him. Deeming this an infamous death, he,
with an effort, difincumbered his hand, and ftab-
bed, with his pen-knife, one of the villains to
the heart. The others, -terrified, fled back ; but
as he-was rifing from the floor, they fell upon him
with their {words. ‘His fon, hearing the noife,
though his bands were bound, burft open the
door, and entered, when the murderers were fe-
vering his father’s head from his body. Nazir
had the humanity to pufh back the youth into the
other apartment, till this horrid operation was
performed. ‘T'he head of Dara was carried to
Aurungzébe ; and the unfortunate young prince
was left, during the remaining part of the night,
fhut up with his father’s body. Next mornin
he was fent privately under a guard, to the caltle
of Gualir,

Thus fell the unhappy Dara Shekd; a prince o, g q:
whole virtues deferved a better fate. But he was ons
born to diftrels ; and his imprudence often affifted
the malignity of his fortune. Though deftitute
of the addrefs which is neceffary to gain mankind

in
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in general, he was much beloved by his family
and domeftics; and he was the darling of his
father, who was often heard to fay, That all his

S~ other children were not half fo dear to him as

on his
death,

Dara. This prediletion in his favour was the
fource of the misfortunes of both. The other
princes envied the inflaence of Dara, and all
their differences with, and every difappointment
which they experienced from, their father, was
laid to the account of their brother, who poffefled
all his confidence and eftéem. Dara was certain-
Iy jealous of his brothers, whom he faw invefted
with teo much power in their refpetive provinees;
and his oppofing their meafures at court was the
natural confequence of his fears. This mutual
animofity being once kindled, all the princes
looked forward to the death of their father with
terror. The feeds of civil war were long fown
before they appeared; and the illnefs of the
emperor was the fignal to begin the charge, from
the four corners of his dominions. Dara had
the polt of advantage; but he was not a match
in abilities to Aurungzébe.

Nazir, before day-lizght appeared, was admit-
ted into the citadel to the emperor. That prince
had remained all night in anxious éxpeétation.
Many of the nobles had exprefled their high dif-
fatisfaltion at the meafure of putting Dara to
death; and he was afraid that the refolution, be-
fore it took effeét, might be communicated to
the people and army. He faw that he was fup-
ported only by his own abilities and the venality
of his followers. The unbiafled, by either inte-
reft or fear, looked with horror on the crimes
which his ambition had already committed.
They were difgufted at his cruelty to his father,
and his injuftice to his brothers, and they, wich
mdignation, faw hypoerify, and the worlt kinoc;
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of ambition, lurking behind profeflions of religion a. .
and moderation. Nazir, however, relieved him 159
of a part of his fears. The head of Dara being 1069,
disfigured with blood, he ordered it to be thrown >~/
into a charger of water ; and when he had wiped

it with his handkerchief, he recognized the fea-
tures of his brother. He is faid to have exclaim-

ed, ¢ Alas, unfortunate man!” and then to

have fhed fome tears.

"AURTUN G-
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C H AP I

War againft Suja—He is driven from Mongecr—s=
and Raja-Méhil—The prince Mabommed deferts
to Suja—A mutiny in the army—Suelled by the
vifier—Battle of Tanda—Ariifice of Aurung-
zébe— Mabommed leaves Suja—His imprifonment
and character—Suja driven from Bengal— His
Sight through the mountains of Tippera— Arrival
at Arracdn— Perfidy, avarice, and cruelty of
the Rafa— Misfortunes — refulution— bravery—
and murder of Suja—Deplorable fate of his  fas
mily—Reflections. :

}}é;;.' THF. fears of the emperor from the moft for-

Ei;?; midable of his rivals, were extinguilbed with the
e~ life of Dara. Thc: ﬁlen.ce which accompanies Fhe
Refle@ti-  decifions of defpotifm, is an effe@ual prevention
; of tumult and confufion. The people, for fome
days, were ftrangers to the death of the prince,

and his prior misfortunes had even leffened the

regret, which his murder might have otherwife
created in the minds of mankind. Mifery had

rifen to its height ; and the worlt period it could

have was in fome degree fortunate. T'he condué

of the emperor contributed to obliterate his

crimes. With an appearance of humanity and

benevolence
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benevolence in the common operations of governs A, p.
ment, men are apt to atribute the inflances of 175
cruelty which he exhibitéd, to the neceflity of his  oéy
fituation ; and they forgot the evils done 1o indis Nyt
viduals, in the general good of the whole. Should
felf-prefervation  be admitted as an excufe for the
commiffion of bad aétions, Aurungzébe was not
without apology. He had gone too far not 10 go

farther ftill: he had depoled his father, he had
excluded his brother from the throne, and a

flame had been kindled which could_be'extinguiﬂl-

ed by nothing but blood.

During the misfortunes of Dara in the weft and Prepara-
north, the war was carried on with vigour in ;"H o
Bengal againit Suja. ‘That prince having, after =~
the unfortunate battle of Kidgwa, efcaped to
Mongeer, was aftive in making preparations for
the field. Naturally bold and intrepid, misfor-
tune had no effect upon him but to redouble his
diligence to retrieve it ; and he wanted not re-
fources in_his province for recommencing hofti-
lities, with an appearance of being able for fome
time to ward off the hand of ¥ate, which feemed
to hang over his head. His firlt care was to col-
le&t the remains of his diflipated army in the
neighbourhood of Mongeer, which commands
the pafs into Bengal; and, whilt he was col-
lefting more troops from the extenfive country in
his rear, he drew lines from the mountains to tha
Ganges, to ftop the progrefs of the enemy.

Mahommed, the fon of Aurunuzébe, had been jumia
detached with ten thoufand horfe from the field ! el
of Kidgwi in purluit of Suja. The prince wag '
foon joined by Jumla the vifier, with a great
force ; and they proceeded flowly down along the
banks of the Ganges. The ftrong pofition of
Suja gave him a manifeft advantage ; and Jumla,
an able and experienced officer, contrived to drive

him
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him from his poft without bloodfhed. The ridge
of mountains to the right of the Ganges are, in
their fertile valleys, poflefled by petty, but inde-

v~ pendent princes. , Jumla found means to draw

Artacks
him in his
Lines,

thefe over to his party ; and they fhewed to him a
paflage through their country, by which he could
turn the rear of Suja. Having, by way of blind,
left a confiderable part of the army to fall down
in the common route, along the river, he him-
felf, accompanied by the prince, entered the
mountains, and was heard of by Suja in his rear,
when he expetted to be attacked in front. Suja
decamped with precipitation ; but he arrived in
the environs of Raja-Mahil fome days before Jum-
la iffued from the mountains. He fortified him-
felf in his camp ; and the vifier, who could make
no impreflion without artillery, marched toward
the left, to join the army coming down along the
Ganges.

The whole army having joined, the Imperial-
ifts prefented themfelves before the lines of Suja.
The vifier opened upen him with his artillery,
and made feveral unfuccefsful affaults. During
fix days he was repulfed with flaughter ; but Su-
ja durft not truft the effeminate natives of Ben-
gal in the open field againft the Tartars of the
north, who compofed the greater part of the Im-
perial army. Jumla played inceffantly with his
artillery upon the fortifications, which being on-
ly made up of hurdles and loofe fandy foil, were
foon ruined. Suja’s poft becoming  untenable,
he decamped under the favour of night; and
Jumla, afraid of an ambuth, though he was ap-
prifed of the retreat of the enemy, durft not fol-
low him. The rainy feafon commenced on the
very night of Suja’s flight; and the Imperialifts
were conftrained to remain ina&ive for fome
months in the neighbourhood of Raja-Mahil.

Suja,
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Suja, with his afmy, croffing the Ganges, took . D.
the route of Tanda; and, during the inaQivity ‘g‘-{z_-
of the Imperialifts, ftrengthened himfelf with iocs.
troops from the Lower Bengal. He alfo dl'ew;"f"‘(;‘-’
from that quarter a great train of artillery, which {on "™
was wrought by Portuguefe and other Europeans,
who were fettled in that country. Suja, being
attached tono fyftem of religion, was favourable
to all. He promifed to build churches for the
Chriftians, fhould he fucceed in his views on the
the empire; and the miflionaries and fathers en-
tered with zeal into his caufe. The affairs of the
prince began to wear a better afpeét. His effe-
minate troops acquired confidence from a well-
ferved artillery; and even Aurungzébe, who
confided much in the abilities of Jumla, was not
without anxiety. An event happened about this
time which raifed the hopes of Suja, and added
to the fears of his brother.

"The prince Mahommed, who, in conjun&ion -y,

with Jumla, commanded the Imperial army, prince
had, before the civil war, conceived a paffion for pey ™
one of the daughters of Suja. Overtures of mar-
riage had been made and accepted ; but the con-
fummation of the nuptials had been broken off
by the troubles which difturbed the times. He
feemed even to have forgot his betrothed wife in
his attivity in the field ; but the princefs, moved
by the misfortunes of her father, wrote with her
own hand a very moving letter to Mahommed.
She lamented her unhappy fate, in feeing the
prince whom fhe loved, armed againft her father.
She exprefled her paffion and unfortunate condi-
tion, in terms which found their way to his heart.
His former affe@tions were rekindled in all their
fury ; and, in the elevation of his mind, he re-
folved to defert his fathier’s caufe.

Vor. IIL Gg The
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The vifier, tipon affairs of fome importance;
was, in the mean time, at fome diftance from the
army, which lay at Raja-Mahil. The opportu-~

\——~ nity was favourable for the late adopted {cheme

gOES over
to Suj1.

Jumla
perplexad;

of Mahommed. He opened thelaffair to fome
of his friends: he complained of his father’s
coldnefs, and even of his ingratitude, fo a fon,
to whom, as having feized the perfon of Shaw
Jehin, he owed the empire. He gave many in-
ftances of his own fervices ; many of the unjuft
returns made by Aurungzébe, and concluded by
declaring his fixed refolution to join Suja. They
endeavoured to diffluade him from fo rafth an
ation ; but he had taken his refolution, and he
would lilten to no argument. He afked them,
‘Whether they would follow his fortunes? they
replied,  We are the fervants of Mahommed ;
and if the prince will to-night join Suja, he isfo
much beloved by the army, that the whole will
go over to himby the dawn of day.” On thefe
vague affurances, the prince quitted the camp that
evening with a fmall retinue. He embarked in
a boat on the Ganges; and the troops thought

that he had only gone on a party of pleafure.
Some of the pretended friends of Mahom-
med wrote letters, containing an account of the
defertion of the prince, to the vifier. Thatlord
was {truck with aftonifhment at the folly and
madnels of the deed. He thought it impoffible,
that, without having fecured the army, he could
defert his father’s caufe. He was perplexed with
anxiety and doubt; he expefted every moment
to hear, that the troops were in full march to
Tanda; and he was afraid to join them, with a
delign of reftoring them to their duty, left he
fhould be carried prifoner to the enemy. He,
however, after fome hefitation, refolved to dil-
charge the part of a good officer. He fet out
exprefs
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exprefs for the camp, where he drrived next day. A, p,
Hefound things in the utmoft confufion, but iffgg'
not in fuch a defperate fituation as he had ex- 106g,
peted. A great partof the army was mutinous,
and beginning-to plunder the tents of thofe who
continued in their duty. Thefe had taken arms
in defence of their property; fo that blood-
fhed muft foon have enfued. The country, on
every fide of the camp, was covered with whole
fquadrons that fled from the flame of diffenfion
which had been kindled. Tumult, commotion,
and diforder reigned every where when the vifier
entered the camp.

The appearance of that lord, who was re- quelis
fpected for his great qualities by all, foon filenced
the {ftorm. He mounted an elephant in the cen-
tre of the camp, and fpoke after this manner to
the army, who crowded tumultuoufly round him :
“ You are no ftrangers, my fellow-foldiers, to
the flight of the prince Mahommed; and to his
having preferred the love of the daughter of Suja
to his allegiance to his fovereign and father. In-
toxicated by the fame to which your valour had
raifed him, he has long been prefumptuous in his.
hopes.. Ambition brought him to the edge of
the precipice over which he has been throwii by
love. But in abandoning you, he has abandon-
ed his own fortune; and, after the firlt tranf-
ports are over, regret, and a conlcioufnefs of fol-
ly, will only remain. Suja has perhaps pledged
his faith to fupport the infatuated prince againft
his father ; he may have even promifed the throne
of India as a reward for his treachery. But how
can Suja perform his promife? We have feen
his hoftile ftandards—but we have feen them only
to be feized. Bengal abounds with men, with
provifions, with weatth ; but valour is not the
growth of that foil. The armies of Aurungzébe

Gga are
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are numerous ; like you they are drawn from
the north, and he is himfelf as invincible in the
field as he is wife and decifive in the cabinet.

¢ But fhould we even fuppofe that For.
tune, which has hitherto been fo favourable to
Aurungzébe, fhould defert him in another field,
would Mahommed reign? Would Suja, expe-
rienced in the arts of government, and ambitious
as he isof power, place the fceptre of India in
the hands of a boy? Would he fubmit to the
authority of thefon of a younger brother ; to the
tool of his own defigns? The impoffibility is
glaring and obvious. - Return,therefore, my fel-
low-foldiers, ' to your duty. You can conquer
without Mahommed. TFortune has not followed
him to the enemy. Your valour can command
her every where. He has embraced his own
ruin ; but why would we fhar¢ in his adverfe
fate? Bengal lies open before you : the enemy
are jult not totally broken. They are not ob-
je&s of terror, but of plunder: you may acquire
wealth without trouble, and glory without toil.”

‘T'his fpeech of the vifier had the intended ef-"
fett. Every fpecies of diforder and tumult fub-
fided in a moment. 'The troops defired to be led
to the enemy; and Jumla did not permit their
ardor to cool. ' He immediately began to throwa
bridge of boats acrofs the river. The work was
finithed in three days ; and he pafled the Ganges
with his whole army. Mahommed, in the mean
time, baving arrived at Tanda, was received
with every mark of refpe@ by Suja. The nup-
tials were celebrated ‘with the utmoft magnificence
and pomp; and the feftivity was fcarce over,
when certain news arrived of the near approach
of the Imperial army under Jumla. Suja imme-
diately iflued out with all. hi¥ forces from Tanda.
He pofted himfelf in an advantageous ground,

- and
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and waited for the enemy, with a determined A.D.
refolution to rifk all on the iffue of a battle. ‘5§§:
Mahommed, who was naturally foll of confi- 1069,
dence and boldnefs, did not defpair of bringing ="~
over the greatelt part of the army of Jumla to sy,
his own fide. He erefted his f{tandard in the
front of Suja’s camp; and when that prince drew
out his forces in order of battle, he placed him-
felf in the centre of the firft line. Jumla, con-
fcious of the fuperiority of his own troops in
point of valour, was glad to find the enemy in
the open field. He formed his line, and order-
ed a column of horfe to fall immediately upon
Mahommed. « That prince vainly fuppofed, when
the enemy advanced, that they were determined
to defert Jumla. But he was foon convinced of
his error by the warmth of their attack. He be-
haved with his ufual bravery ; but the effeminate
natives of Bengal were not to be kept to their
colours. They fled; and he was carried along
with their flight. The utmoft efforts of Suja
proved alfo ineffetual. . His troops gave way on
all fides ; and he himfelf was the laft who quit-
ted the field. A great {laughter was made in the
purfuit, and Tanda opened her gates to the con-
queror. The princes fled to Dacca in the utmoft
diftrefs, leaving the eldeft fon of Suja dead on
the field : but Jumla, remaining for fome time
in Tanda to fettle the affairs of the now almoft
conquered province, gave them fome refpite,
which they employed in levying a new army.
The news of the flight of Mahommed arriving
in the mean time at Delhi, Aurungzébe conclud- Artifice of
ed that the whole army in Bengal had gone over igg““g'
to Suja. Heimmediately marched from the capi- =
tal with a great force. He took, with incredi-
ble expedition, the route of Bengal. 'He how-

eEver
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A.D. ever had not advanced far from Delhi, when in-
}fl‘: telligence of the fuccefs of his armsin the battle
iofg. of Tanda met him on his way, and he forthwith
="~ returned to the capital. He there had recourfe
to his ufual policy. He wrote a letter to his fon, as

if in anfwer to one received ; and he contrived

matters fo, that it thould be intercepted by Suja.

That prince, having perufed the letter, placed it

in the hands of Mahommed, who fwore by the
Prophet that he had never once writtento his fa-

ther fince the battle of Kidgwi. The letter was

¢ conceived in terms like thele :

tofeparare *“ To our beloved fon Mabommed, whofe hap-
Matiom- - pinefs and fafety are joined with our life. It was
e with regret and forrow that we parted with our
fon, when his valour became neceffary to carry

on the war againft Suja, We hoped, from the

love we bear to our firft-born, tobe gratified foon

with his return ; and that he would have brought

the enemy captive to our prefence in the fpace of

a month, to relieve our mind from anxiety and

fear. But feven months paffed away, without the
completion of the wifhes of Aurungzébe. In-

ftead of adhering to your duty, Mahommed; you
betrayed your father, and threwa blot on your

own fame. The fmiles of a woman have overcome

filial piety. Honour is forgot in the brightnefs

of her beauty ; and he who was deftined to rule
the empire of the Moguls, has himfelf become a-

flave. Butas Mahommed feems to repent of his

folly, we forget his crimes. He has called the

name of God to vouch for his fincerity ; and

our parental affeCtion returns. He bas already

our forgivenefs; but the execution of what he
propofes is the only means to regain our favour.”
fromSuja,  Lhe letter made an impreflion on the mind of
Suja, which all the proteftations of Mahommed

could



AURUNGZESBE, 345

could not remove. He became filent and dif- A.D.
contented. He had an affetion for the prince, ‘}ffz
and he was more enraged at being difappointed 1o6o.
in the judgment which he had formed, than at >
the fuppofed treachery. Having continued three
daysin this agitation of mind, he at laft fent for

the prince. He told him, in the prefence of

his council, that after all the ftruggles of affec,

tion with fufpicion, the latter had prevailed ;

that he could no longer behold Mahommed with

an eye of friendfhip, fhould he even fwear to his
innocence in the holy temple of DMecca; that

the bond of union and confidence which had
lately fubfifted between them was broken; and

that, inftead of a fon.and a friend, he beheld

him in the light of an enemy. < It is there-

fore neceflary for the peace of both,” continued
Suja, ¢ that Mahommed fhould depart. Let

him take away his wife, with all the wealth and
jewels which belong to her rank. The treafures

of Suja are open, he may take whatever he pleafes.
Go.——Aurungzébe fhould thank me for fend-

ing away his fon, before he has committed a
crime.”

Mahommed, on this folemn occafion, could He is dif-
not refrain from tears, He felt the injuftice of Miffed by
the reproach ; he admired the magnanimity of prince,
Suja ; he pitied his misfortunes. But his own
condition was equally deplorable. He knew
the ftern rigour of his father; who never trufted
any man twice. He knew that his difficulty of
forgiving was equal to his caution. The prof-
pect was gloomy on either fide. Diftrult and
milery were with Suja, and a prifon was the
leaft punifhment to be expected from Aurung-
zebe, He took leave, the next day, of his fa-
ther-in-law. That prince prefented his daughter
with jewels, plate, and money to a great amount;

and
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and the unfortunate pair purfued their journey to
the camp of Jumla.

Mahommed, accompanied by his fpoufe the
daughter of Suja, moved flowly toward the camyp
of Jumla. His melancholy encreafed as he ad-
vanced ; but whither could he fly? No part of
the valt empire of India was impervious to the
arms of Aurungzébe; and he was not poffeffed
of the means of efcaping beyond the limits of
his father’s power. He was even afhamed to
fhew himfelf among 'troops whom he had de-
ferted. Regret fucceeded to folly; and he fearce
could refledt with patience on'the paft, though
the fair caufe of his miisfortunes flill kept her
dominion over his'mind. Having approached
withina few miles of the Tmperialifts, he fent
to announce his arrival to the'vifier. That mi.
nifter haftened to receive him with all the ho-
nours due to his rank. A fquadron with drawn
fwords formed -around his' tent; but they were
his keepers rather than guards. = Jumla, the very
next day, received a packet from court; which
contained orders.to {end Mahommed, fhould he
fall into his hands, under a ftrong efcort to
Delhi.  The officer who commanded the party
was ordered to obey the commands of the prince’;
but he, at the fame time, received inftruétions
to watch his motions, and to prevent his efcape.
When he arrived at Agra, he was confined in
the citadel, from whence he was {foon after fent
to Gualiar, where he remained a prifoner to his
death.

Mahommed, though brave and enterprizing
like his father, was deftitute’ of his policy and
art.  Precipitate, full of fire, and inconfiderate,
he was more fitted for acting the  part of a parti-
zan than of a general; and was therefore lefs
adapted for war than for battle, Haughty in his

temper,
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temper, yet eafy in his addrefs ; an enemy tocru- A. D,
elty, and an abfolute ftranger to fear. He was ‘}g’fg
daring and altive on occafions of danger; but o,
he knew his merit, and he was felf-conceited —v—~
and haughty. He afcribed to his own decifive
valour the whole fuccefs of his father, and he
had been often known to fay, that he placed Au-
rungzébe on the throne when he might have pof-
feffed it himfelf, Naturally open and generous,
he defpifed the duplicity of his father, and
difdained = power that muft' be preferved by
art. His free converfations upon thefe fubjefts
eftranged from him the affe@tions of his father,
who feems to have confefled this merit by his
own fears. Had Mahommed accepted the offer of
Shaw Jehan, when he feized that prince, he had
courage and a&ivity fufficient to keep pofleflion
of the throne of the Moguls. But he negleéted
the golden opportunity, and fhewed his love of
fway, when he was not poffeffed of any rational
means to acquire the empire. = His misfortunes
however were greater than his folly. He paffed
feven years in a melancholy prifon at Gualiar, till
death put a period to his mifery.

Jumla, having fettled the affairs of the weftern Suvja
Bengal, marched with his ‘army toward Dacca.
Suja was in no condition to meet him in the
field; and to attempt to hold out any place againt
fo great a force, would be to enfure, by pro-
trafting, his own fate. His refources were now
gone. He had but little money, and he could
haveno army. Men.forefaw his inevitable ruin,
and ‘they thunned his prefence.  His appearance
to the few troops who had remained near him,
was even ‘more terrible than the fight of an
enemy. They could not extricate him from
misfortune, and they pitied his fate. He how-
ecver {lill retained the dignity of his own foul.

He
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A.D. He was always chearful, and full of hopes ; his
’Iff;' aftivity prevented the irkfomenefs of thought.
1070. When the news of the approach of the Impe-
=y~ rialifts arrived, he called together his few friends.
He acquainted them with his relolution of flying
beyond the limits of an empire, in which he had
now nothing to expe but misfortunes ; and he
alked them, Whether they preferred certain mi-
fery with their former lord, to an uncertain par-

don from a new mafter ?

e To the feeling and generous, misfortune fe-
eal. | cures friends. They all declared their refolution

to follow Suja to whatever part of the world he
fhould take his flight. With fifteen hundred
horfe he dire€ed his march from Daceca toward
the frontiers of Aflim. Jumla was clofe at his
heels ; but Suja, having croffed the Baramputre,
which running throngh the kingdom of Affim,
falls into Bengal, entered the mountains of Rang-
amati. Through almoft impervious woods, over
abrupt rocks, acrofs deep valleys and headlong
torrents, he continued his flight toward Arracan,
Having made a circuit of near five hundred miles
through the wild mountains of Tippera, he en-
tered Arracan with a diminifhed retinue. The
hardfhips which he fuftained in the march were
forgot in the hofpitality of the prince of the
country, who received him with the diftintion
due to his rank. ;

dn Jumla loft fight of the fugitive when he en-
Ancan tered the mountains beyond the Baramputre. He
turned his arms againit Cogebir ,and reduced that
country, withthe neighbouring valleys which in-
terfedt the hills of Kokapégi. But Suja, though
beyond the reach of Jumla’s arms, was not be-
yond his policy. The place of his retreat was
known ; and threatening letters from the vifier,
whofe fame had paffed the mountains of Arracin,

raifed
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raifed terrors in the mind of the Raja. He "A.D.
thought himfelf unfafe in his natural faftnefs; e
and a fudden coolnefs to Suja appeared in his be- 1070
haviour. The wealth of his unfortunate gueft be- >~y
came alfo an objet for his avarice. Naturally un-
generous, he determined to take advantage of mif-
fortune; but he muft do it with caution, for

fear of oppofing the current of the public opi-
nion. He fent 2 meffage to Suja, requiring him

to depart from his dominions. 'T'he impodibility

of the thing was not admitted as an excufe. ‘I'he
Monfoons raged on the coaft; the hills behind

were impaffable, and covered with ftorms.  The
violence of the feafon joined iffue with the unre-
lenting fate of Suja.. The unfeeling prince was
obftinate. He iflued his commands, becaule he
knew they could not be obeyed. - Suja fent his fon

to requelt a refpite for a few days. He was ac-
cordingly indulged with a few days; but they

only brought accumulated diftrefs.

Many of the adherents of the prince had been @is un-
loft in his'march ; many, forefeeing his inevitable common
fate, deferted him after his arrival at Arracin.

Of fifteen hundred only forty remained ; and
thefe were men of fome rank, who were refolved
to die with their benefaétor and lord. The Sul-
tana, the mother of his children, had been for
fome time dead : his fecond wife, three daughters,
and two fons, compofed his family. The few
days granted by the Raja were now expired;
Suja knew of no refource. To afk a longer in-
dulgence was in vain ; he perceived the intenti-
ons of the prince of Arracan, and he expectted
in filence his fate. A meflage in the mean time
came from the Raja, demanding in marriage the
daughter of Suja. ~ “ My misfortunes,” faid the
prince, * were not complete, with ut this infult.
Go tell 'your mafter, that the race of Timur,

though
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A.». though unfortunate, will never fubmit to difho-
']gﬁ‘)- nour. But why does he fearch for a caufe of dif-
St pute ! His inhumanity and avarice are too ob-
=~~~ vious to be covered by any pretence. Let him
at an open part; and his boldnefs will atone for
a portion of his crime.”

diftrefs. The Raja was highly offended at the haughti-
nefs of the anfwer of Suja. But the people pi-
tied the fugitive, and the prince durft not openly
do an a&t of flagrant injuftice. To affaflinate
him in private was impoflible, from the vigilance
of his forty friends. A public pretence muft be
made to gain the wealth of Suja, and to ap-
peafe his enemies by his death. The report of a
confpiracy againft the Raja was induftrioufly
fpread abroad. It was affirmed that Suja had
formed a defign to- mount the throne of Arracin,
by affaffinating its monarch. The thing was in
itfelf improbable. How could a foreigner, with
forty adherents, hope to rule a people of a dif-
ferent religion with themfelves. An account of the
circumftances of the intended revolution was art-
fully propagated. The people loft their refpect
for Suja, in his chara&er of an aflaflin. It was
in vain he protefted his innocence; men who
could give credit to fuch a plot, had too much

weaknefs to be moved by argument.
joderedto  The Raja, in a pretended terror, called fud-
racan. | denly together his council.  He unfolded to them
the circumftances of the confpiracy, and he afked
theiradvice. They were unanimoufly of opinion,
that Suja and his followers fhould be immedi-
ately fent away from the country. The Raja
was difappointed in his expe@ations; he had
boped that death fhould be the punifhment of
projeted murder.  But the natural hofpitality
of thenobles of Arracin prevailed over his views.
He, however, under the fan&ion of the deter-
mination
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mination of his council, refolved to execute his a. p.
own defigns. The unfortunate prince, with his 'f;ﬁ;'
family and his forty friends, were apprifed of his ,on.
intentions. They were encamped on a narrow \———~
plain which lay between a precipice and a river,
which, iffuing from Arracin, falls into the coun-

try of Pegli. At ecither end of the plain a pafs

was formed between the rock and the river.
Suja, with twenty of his men, poffefied himfelf

of one; and his fon with the reft, ftood in the
other in arms. They faw the Raja’s troops ad-
vancing ; and Suja, with a fmile on his counte-
nance, addrefled his few friends :

¢ The battle we are aboutto fight is unequal 3 His refo-
but, in our prefent fituation, the ifflue muft be lution,
fortunate. 'We contend not now for empire ; nor
even for life, but for honour. It is not fitting
that Suja fhould die, without having his arms
in his bands: to fubmit tamely to affaffination, is
beneath the dignity of his family and former
fortune. But your cafe, my friends, is not yet
fo defperate.  You have no wealth tobe feized ;
Aurungzebe has not placed a price upon your
heads, Though the Raja is deftitute of genero-
fity ; it is not in human nature to be wantonly
cruel. You may efcape with your lives, and
leave me to my fate. There is one, however,
who muft remain with Suja. My fon is involved
with me in my adverfe fortune; his crime is in
his blood. To fpare his life, would deprive
the Raja of half his reward from Aurungzsbe
for procuring my death.”

His friends were filent, but they burlt into tears, bravery,
"They took their pofts, and prepared themfelves to
receive with their {words the troops of the Raja,

The unfortunate women remained in their tent,
in dreadful fufpence; till rouzed by the clathing
of arms, they ruthed forth with difhevelled bair,

The-
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The men behaved with that elevated couragé
which is raifed by misfortune in the extreme.
They twice repulfed the enemy, who, afraid of

S~~~ their fwords, began to gall them with ar-

n1?tﬁ‘|r-
tunes, and
niurder.

tows from a diftance. The greateft part of the
friends of Suja were at length either flain or
wounded. He himfelf fill ftood undaunted, and
defended the pals againft the cowardly troops of
Arracan. They durft not approach hand to hand;
and their miflive weapons flew wide of their aim.
The officer who commanded the party, fent
in the mean time {ome. of his foldiers to the top
of the precipice, to roll down ftones on the
prince and his gallant friends. One fell on the
thoulder of Suja; and he funk down, being flun-
ned with the pain. The enemy took advantage
of his fall. They ruthed forward, difarmed and
bound him. .

He was hurried into a canoe which lay ready
on the river. The officer told him, that his or-
ders were to fend him down the ftream to Pegi.
Two of his friends threw themfelves into the
canoe, as they were puthing it away from the
bank. The wife and the daughters of Suja, with
cries which reached heaven, threw themfelves
headlong into the river. They were, however,
brought afhore by the foldiers; and carried
away, together with the fon of Suja, who was
wounded, to the Raja’s palace. The prince, fad
and defolate, beheld their difirefs ; and, in his for-
row, heeded not his own approaching fate. They
had now rowed to the middle of the flream ; but
bis eves were turned toward the fhore. The
rowers, according to their inftruions from the
cruel Raja, drew a large plug from the bottom
of the canoe ; and throwing themfelves into the
river, were taken up by another canoe which had
followed them for that purpofe. The cance was

inftantly
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inftantly filled with water. The unfortunate A.D.
prince and his two friends betook themfelves to 552
{wimming. They followed the other canoe; but ic7o.
{he haftened to the fhore. The river was broad ; "y~
and at laft, worn out with fatigue, Suja refigned

himfelf to death. His two faithful friends at the

fame inftant difappeared in the {tream. ‘

Piara Bani, the favourite, the only wife of Su- Deplora-

ja, was fo famed for her wit and beauty, that E}:g:j;,;f
many fongs in her praife are ftill fung in Bengal.
The gracefullnefs of her perfon had even become
proverbial, When the Raja came to wait upon
her in the haram, fhe attempted to [tab him with
a dagger which fhe had concealed. She, how-
ever, was difarmed ; and perceiving that fhe was
deftined for.the arms of the murderer of her
lord, in the madnefs of grief, rage and defpair,
fhe disfigured her beautiful face with her own
bands ; and at laft found with fad difficulty a
cruel death, by dathing her head againft a ftone.
The three daughters of Suja flill remained ;
two of them found means by poifon to put an
end to their grief. The third was married to the
Raja 3 but fhe did not long furvive what fhe rec-
koned an indelible difgrace on the family of Ti-
mur. The fon of Suja, who had defended him-
felf to the laft, was at length overpowered, by
means of ftones rolled down upon him from the
rock. He was carried to the Raja; and foon
after, with his infant brother, fella viétim, by a
cruel death, to the jealoufy of that prince.

Such was the melancholy end of Suja, and of Refle@ti-
all his family ; a prince not lefs unfortunate than °**
Dara, though of better abilities to oppofe his
fate. He was bold and intrepid in aétion, and
far from being deftitute of addrefs. His perfonal
courage was great ; and he was even a firanger
to political fear. Had he, at the commencement

of
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A.p. of the war, been pofleffed of troops equal in va-
1660.  lour to thofe of his brother, we might probably
im0, have the misfortunes of Aurungzébe, and not
S—~ thofe of Suja, to relate. But the effeminate na-
tives of Bengal failed him in all his efforts.
Perfonal courage in a general, affumes the ap-
pearance of fear with a cowardly army. When
Suja prevailed, the merit was his own; when he
failed, it was the fault of his army. No prince
was ever more beloved than Suja; he never did
a cruel, never an inhumane, ation during his
life. Misfortune, and even death itfelf, could
not deprive him of all his friends; and though
_his fate was not known in Hindoftan for fome
years after his death, when it was heard it filled

every eye with tears.

AURUN G-
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- CHAP IV

Prudent adminiftration of Aurungzébe—OQbfervations
on his condu:i—His bebaviour toward his fecond
- fin—Scliman Sheké betrayed by the Raja of Seri-
nagur— He flies—is taken—"brought to Delhi—and
imprifoned—-An embafyfrom Perjia—Shaw Alum
deciared heir-apparent—A. famine—Wife and hu-
mane condud of the emperor—War in the Decan—
Aurungzébe falls fick—Diftractions  at Deibi—
Intrigues of Shaw Allum—Recovety of the em-
peror—He demands the daughter of Dara—and
the Imperial jewels from Shaw Tehan—but is re-
Jfufed—His art to appeafe bis jather— Promotions.

THE war with Svja, which was carriedon in A p,

the extremity of the empire, neither dilturbed  166o.

the repofe of Aurungzébe, nor diverted his at- fil}i

tention from thecivil affairs of the ftate Im- \——~—~

partial and decifive in his meafures, he was even 2 efeft-

acknowledged to be a good prince, by thofe who =

recognized mot his right to the throne; and men

began to wonder, how he, who was fo juft, could

be fo cruel. The people fuffered little by the

civil war. The dainage done by the marching

and counter-marching of = armies, was paid’
Vou. IIL Hh : out
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out of the .public treafury. An exa&t difcipline
had been obferved by all parties; for the rivals
for the cfown of Hindoftan, though in the field
againft one another, could not perfuade them-
felves that they were in an enemy’s country. The
prince who prevailed in a province, extended
not the punifhment of treafon to thofe who fup-
ported a competitor with their {words; and,
what is fcarce credible, notone man beyond the
family of Timur, was either aflaffinated ig pri-
vate, or flain by the hands of public juftice,
duringa civil war, fo long, fo bloody, and fo va-
rious in its events. ;

The emperor accuftomed to bufinefs,” in his
long government of various provinces, was well
acquainted with the whole detail of public affairs.
Nothing was fo minute as to efcape his. notice.
He knew that the power and confequence of the
prince depended upon the profperity and happi-
nefs of the people; and he was even. from fel-
filh views an enemy to oppreflion, and an en-
courager of agriculture and commercial induftry.
He eftablifheda perfect fecurity of property over
all his dominions. The forms of juftice were
made lefs intricate, and more expeditious than
under former reigns. To corrupt a judge was
rendered for the firlt time a crime. The fees
paid in the courts of judicature were alcertained -
with accuracy and precifion 3 and a delay in the
execution of juftice, fubje@ed the judge to the
payment of the lofs fuftained by the party ag-
grieved. ;

"The courfe of appeals from inferior to fuperior
courts was uninterrupted and free; but to pre-
vent a wanton exertion of this privilege, the
appellant was feverely fined, when his complaint
again(t a judgment was found frivolous and ill-

~founded.  Thediftributers of public juftice, when

their
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their -decrees were reverfed, could not always
{creen themfelves under a pretended error in
judgment. Should the matter appear-clear, they
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were turned out of their offices, as fwayed by ="~~~

partiality or bribery. Aurungzébe, foon after
his gcceflion to the throne, eftablifhed a prece-
dent of this kind. An appeal came before him
in the prefence of the nobles. The decifion had
been unjuft. He fent for the judge, and told

him in public, ¢ 'This matter is-clear and obvi-

ous; if you have no abilities to perceive it in
that light, you are unfit for your place, as a weak
man ; if you fuffered yourfelf to be overcome by
prefents, you are an unjuft man, and therefore
unworthy of your office”” Having thus repri-
manded the judge, he divefted him of his em-
ployment, and difmiffed him with ignominy from
his prefence. 2 : '
But this is the fair fide of the chara&er of Au-
- rungzébe. Dark and determined in his policy,
he broke through every reftraint to accomplifh his
defigns. He pointed in a direct line to the goal
of ambition ; and he cared not by what means
he removed whatever objec obltruced his way.
He either believed that morality was inconfiftent
with the great trat of government; or, he acted
as if he believed it ; and he fometimes defcended
into a vicious meannefs, which threw difcredit on
his abilities, as well as upon his honefty. He
held the cloke of religion between his ations
and the vulgar ; and impioufly thanked the Divi-
nity for a fuccefs which he owed to his own
wickednefs. When he was murdering and per-
fecuting his brothers and their families, he was

Obfervati-
ons on his
conduftt,

building a magnificent mofque at Delhi, as ‘an

offering to God for 'his aflitance to him”in the
civil wars. Ieated as high prieft.at the confe-
cration. of - this temple’;. and made 2 practice of

HHh2 attending
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attending divine fervice there, in the humble drefs
of a Fakier. But when he lifted one hand to
the Divinity, he, with the other, figned warrants
for the affaflination of his relations.

During the civil wars which convulfed the em-

his fegond pire, all remained quiet in the Décan. The,pru-
Gn .

fulpeted.

_ thofe arts which

dent management of Mahommed Mauzim, the
fecond fon of Aurungzébe, prevented the lately
conquered provinces from fhaking off the yoke.
That prince, with a great fhare of his father's
abilities, exceeded him if poffible in coolnefs and
felf-denial. He knew the ftern jealoufy of the -
emperor 3 and he rather affeéted the humility. of
a flave, than the manly confidence of a fon. = He
was no f{tranger to the facility with which his
father could facrifice every thing to his own fe-
curity ; and he looked upon him as an enemy who
watched his motions, more than in the light of a
parent who would grant indulgences for errors.
He knew that the beft means for preventing the .
fufpicions of Aurungzébe, was to’ copy his own
art. He affeCted to love bufinefs ; he was hum-
ble and felf-denied in his profeflions, deftitute of

preflumption, and full of devotion.
Aurungzébe, whofle penetrating eye faw fome
defign lurking in fecret behind. the. condudt of
Mauzim, infinuated to that prince, that to reign
was a delicate fituation ; -that fovereigns muft be
jealous even of their own thadows ; and, as for
himfelf, hewas refolved never to become a facri-
fice to'the ambiiion.of afon, Mauzim knew the
intention of the fpeech, but he feemed not to un-
derftandit; and he redoubled his attention to
had already, in a great mealure,
lujled afleep the watchful fufpicions of his fa
th'er. He remirted the reveénue to: the capital,
with great regularity and precifion.  He practifed,
m. his 'expenges, the economy and frugality
. which
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which his father loved. Inappearance, and even A, D.
perhaps from conftitution, an enemy to effeminate 'g?é'
pleafures, without vanity enough for pomp and 1071
. magnificence, his court feemed like the cell of a v~
hermit, who grudged to others the indulgences

for which he had no tafte himfelf. * All this art,
however, prevailed not with Aurungzébe to con-

tinue him in his viceroythip of the Decan. He
knew, from his own experience, how dangerous
itisto continue the government of a rich pro-

vince log in the hands of a prince of abilities.

He, therefore, recalled Mauzim to court, and
gave his high office to Shaifta Chan. '

The attention of Aur'ung?ébe turned from pypedient
. Bengal to ‘another quarter, upon receiving cer- agnt
‘tain intelligenceof the flight of Suja to Arracin, >°"™*™
Solimén ftill remained inclofed in' the mountains
of Serinagur, under' the prote®tion of the Raja.

The emperor did not think* him{elf firmly fixed-
on the throne, whillt any of the family of Dara

remained out of hishands. He applied through

Joy Singh, who, from being of the fame religion

with the Raja, had great influence over him, to

the prince of Serinagur. He tempted his' ava-

tice, and he wrought upon his fears. The Raja,

being averfe to be thought ' dithonourable, * hefi-

tated contrary to the bias' of his paffions. He,

however, connived at an‘invafion of his country

to reconcile his people, by an appearance of ne. -
ceflity, to the delivering up of the prince. The

troops who: entered his country with pretended

hoftilities, carried to him the price fet upon the

head of Soliman. )

The unfortunate youth, being apprized of his Seized
danget, fled over the frightful mountaing which
feparate Serinagur from: Libet. . Three friends
accompanied himin this impra&icable attempt,

The fides of thefe' mountains are covered with

impervious
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A.D. impervious forefts, the haunts of beafts of prey;
1661 on their top dwells a perpetual ftorm. Rapid ri-
m'-;g:'. vers and impaﬂ'abl'e' torrents occupy the vallies ;
“—~—~ except where fome brufhwood here and there .
hides dangerous and venomous fnakes. It was
then the rainy feafon; and mift and darknefs
covered the 'defert with additional horror. The
unhappy fugitives, not daring to truft any guide,
loft their way, When they thought themfelves
on the borders of Tibet, they were again within
fight of Serinagur. Worn out with fatiue, they
took fhelter under a rock, where they were dil-
covered by a fhepherd, who gave them refrefh-
ment, but at the fame time ipformed the Raja of
what he had feen.. " That chief fent his fon with
a party to feize Soliman. The prince was afleep
when they arrived in fight; but he was rouzed
_by one of his three friends who kept the watch.
They took to their arms. - The young Raja plied
them with arrows from a diftance, and two of
the prince’s companions were flain. He himfelf
was wounded. He fell under this unequal mode
- of attack ; and was brought bound into the pre-

_ fence of the Raja. ' 2
‘B’;éf_“tw_ ‘That prince began to excufe his breach of
hofpitality by public neceflity. He diminifhed
the independence of his own fituation, and mag-
nified the power of Aurungzébe. * To feize
an unfortunate fugitive,” faid Solimin, * is a
crime; but it is aggravated by the infult of mak-
ing an apology, for what Heaven and mankind
abhor. ' Take your reward for my life ; it alle-
viates the misfortunes of ‘my fituation, that now
I owe you nothing for* the friendfhip which you
exhibited upon my arrival in your dominions.”
He turned his eyes in filence to the ground;
- and, without a murmur, permitted himfelf to be
carried prifoner to Delhi.  The emperor affected
fo
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to be difpleafed, that the unhappy prince had A D.
fallen into his hands. To'leave him at large ‘ﬁfg‘
was impoflible; and. even the walls of apri- ios1.
fon were not a fufficient fecurity, againft the -~
defigns which. the difaffected might form in his |
favour. He ordered him to be brought into the

hall of audience, in the prefence of all the nobles;

even the chief ladies of the haram were indulged

with a fight of ayoung prince, as famous for his -
exploits, asfor his misfortunes, -

When he had entered the outer-gate of the pa- Brought
lace, the- chains were ftruck off from his feet ; before the
but - the fetters of gold were left upon his hands gl
The whole court were ftruck with the ftately
gracefulnefs of his perfon; they were touched
with grief at his melancholy fate. Many of the
nobles could not refrain from tears; the ladies 6f
the haram weeped aloud behind the fcreens. Even
the heart of Aurungzeébe began to relent; and
a placid anxiety feemed to wander over his face.:
Soliman remained filent, with his eyes fixed on
the ground. *¢ Fear nothing, Soliman Sheko,”
faid the emperor; ¢ I am not cruel, but cauti-
ous. Your father fell as a man dcl”mute of all
religion ; but you fhall be treated well”” The
prince bowed his head; and then raifed his
hands as high as his fet_ters would -permit, ac-
cording to the cultom in the Imperial prefence.

He then addrefled himfelf to the emperor. ¢ If
my death is neceflary for the fafety of Aurung-
zébe, let me prefently die, for I am réconciled
to my fate. But let me not linger in prifon,
to languifh away by degrees, by the means of
draughts, which deprive the. mind of reafon,
when they enfeeble the body.” This alluded
to an infufion of poppy, which the. imprifoned
princes were forced to drink in Gualiar. It ema-

ciated
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A.D.. ciated them exceedingly,. their firength and un-
161 derftanding. left them by degrees, they became
w71, torpid and infenfible, till they wére at laft re-
= lieved by death. .. The emperor defired him to reft
fatisfied that na defign was entertained againft his
life. He was fent that very night to Agra, and
foon after ordered to Gualiar, with the prince
Mahommed, the emperor’s eldeft fon.
Eg’n’:al‘fﬁ’ The imprifonment of Solimin put an end to
fia ond  the fears of Aurungzébe. He found himfelf
Tartary, firmly feated on the throne; and mankind were
unwilling to. difturb the tranquillity which they
enjoyed under his. prudent adminiftration. Peace
prevailed all over the empire. The moft diftant
and inacceflible ‘provinces became pervious to his
authority. He extinguifhed party, by retaining
no appearance of revenge againft thofe who had
oppofed his elevation. = He made friends of his
~ enemies by conferring upon them favours ; and
he fecured the faith of his friends by repofing in
them his confidence.  The neighbouring ftates,
« who had remained unconcerned fpectators of the
civil wars, acknowledged the right which Au-
rungz:be had acquired by his fortune and ad-
drefs. ' An ambaffador arrived from Shaw Abas
‘the Second of Perfia, to felicitate him on his ac-
ceflion to the throne; ‘and he was followed by
another from Suja king of the weftern Tartary.
The emperor’s pride was flattered by the acquiel-
cence of ' thefe two powerful monarchs, in his
title to the crown.  He received their reprefenta-
tives with unufual pomp ; and at the fame time
that he gratified the princes with magnificent
prefents, he enriched. ‘the-ambafladors with very
i confiderable fums of mouey. -
e 'The folly ‘of the prince Mal d had to-
lum de- ¥ 1e price Mahomme ad to
glfarfid heii talfy eftranged from him the affeGtions of his
empire,  father: his obftinacy and daring difpofition had
: rendered
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rendered him an objed of terror to the provident A, n.
mind of Aurungzébe, ' That monarch bad re. o
folved to keep bim always a clofe prifoner in 1oy
Gualidr: he, however, allowed him ahoufehold, =~~~
and the company of women. This hu‘mant.ttreat-

ment had raifed the' hopes of the prince of being
fpeedily releafed.. He wrote to his father' peni-
tential letters; but they produced no anfwer,
Mahommed, in the vigour of his own mind, had

. a crime which could mot be forgiven. Mauzim,

the fecond fon, took advantage of his brother’s
misfortune. He redoubled his attention to his
father’s orders ; and feemed to obey with {o much
‘humiliry, ‘that be eradicated all fears of withing

to command from his fufpicious mind.  To cut

off the hopes of Mahommed, 2s well as to fecure”

the affcclions of Mauzim, the latter was publicly
declared  beir of the empire, and his name chang-

ed to that of Shaw Allam, or, King of the
World. A.ﬁnawabﬁxnzaherbqrntothatpnncc,

- and his birth was celebrated with uncommon
fplendour and feftivity.

In the midit of this pubhc joys: the news of a Adreadtul
dreadtul calamity was received at court: A pro- famine:
¢igious famine, occafioned: by the uncommon -
dropghtof the feafon which burnt up the harveft,
prevailed in different parts of India.. . The empe-

* ror, exerted himlelf with a humanity unfuitable
. to his‘behaviour toward his own family, to allevi-
ate; the diftrels of his fubjefs. He remitted the
taxes that were due; he employed thofe already
" collected in the purchafe of corn, which was
diltributed among the poorer fort. He even ex-
pé’nded immenfe fums out of the treafury, in con-
veying grain. by land as well as by water into
the interior provinces, - from Bengal- and the
countries which liec on the five branches of the
Indus, as haying fuffered lefs onaccount of the .

great
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A. D. great rivers by which they are watered.. The grain
.‘]g?" fo conveyed was purchaled, at any price, with
woy1. the public money; and it was re-fold at a very
“——~ moderate rate. The poorer fort were fupplied,
at fixed places; with a certain quantity, without
any confideration whatever. The adtivity of the
emperor, and his wife regulations, carried relief
through every corner of his dominions. Whole
provinces were delivered from impending deftruc-

tion 3 and many millions of lives were faved.

" Widom = This humane attention to the fafety of his fub-
R oFAS jedts obliterated from their minds all objeions to
rungzebe. his former conduct. He even began to be virtu-

ous. The ambition which made him wade through
blood to the throne, inclined him to the purfuit
of fame, which can only be acquired by virtue,
¢ No man,” obferves a Perfian author, ¢ is a
tyrant for the fake of evil. Paffion pervertsthe
judgment, a wrong judgment - begets oppofition,
and oppofition is the caule of cruelty, bloodfhed,
and.civil war. “When all oppolition is conquered, -
thefword of vengeance is fheathed, and the de-
ftroyer of mankind becomes the guardian of the
buman [pecies.”” Such are the refleftions of a
writer, who publifhed the hiftory of Aurungzébe
inthe heartof his court; and that they were juft,
appears from -his having the boldnefs to make
them. To alleviate the calamity which had fal-
‘len on the people; was the principal, if not the
fole; bufinefs of the emperor during the third year
of his reign.. A favourable feafon fucceeded to
his care’; and the empire foon wore its: former *

- face of profperity. :
daron In the month of September of the year 1661,
the news of the breaking out of a war on the
frontiers of the Decan, was brought to Aurung-
zébe. The Imperial governor, Shaifta Chan, ir-
yitated at the depredatory incurfions of the fubje&sl.E
o
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“of Sewaji, prince of Cékin, or Concan, on the A. D.
" coaflt of Malabir; led an army into his country. 159
Sewdji, unable to cope with the-lmperialifts in  1ors.
the field, éretired into the heart of his dominions ‘=~
to levy troops; and left his frontier towns ex- :
pofed. They fell, one by one, before the power
- of Shaifta, and that lord at length fat down be-
fore ‘Chagna, one of the principal places, both
for confequence and firength, in the province of
Cokin. 1t was fiwated on a high rock, fteep
and inacceflible on every fide. The utmoft ef-
forts of Shaifta were baffled. He had made
breaches in the parapet, on the edge of the rock,
but he could not afcend with an affault.  When
he attempted to apply fcaling ladders, the be-
fieged rolled-down huge ftones' upon him, and
crufhed whole fquadrons of his troops. To raife
the fiege, would bring difgrace ; to take the place,
feemed now impofiible. i .
-~ ‘Shaifta, in the mean time, fell upon an inge- . .a0¢
nious contrivance, ‘which produced the defired Mal:bas
effe€t. A hill rofe, at fome diftance from the
fort 3 from the ,top of which, every thing which
paffed within the walls could be feen through a
{py-glafs. The captain-general ftood frequently
on this hill to reconnoitre the place. He obferved
thaty at ‘a certain hour every day, the garrifon
was fupplied with ammunition from a magazine in
the center of the fort. He had no mortarsin his
train ; it having been found impoffible to carry
them acrofs the immenfe ridge of mountains which
feparate the Decan from Malabar. He, how-
ever, fell upon an effeftual expedient. The wind
blowing ' freth from the hill upon the town, he let
fly a paper-kite, which concealed a blind match,
at the very inftant that the garrifon was fupply-
ing themfelves with powder from the magazine.
He permitted it to drop in the midlt; by an
e accident

AURUNGZEBE.
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A n. accident the match fell upon fome powder which »

1%62  happened to be ftrewed around. The fire com~ °
12, . . - .
1072, Mmunicated with the magazine ; and the whole
“——~ went off witha dreadfol explofion, which fhook
the country, threw down the greateft part of
the fort, and buried the moft of the garrifon in
the ruins. The Moguls alcended in the confufion ;
and thole who had efcaped the fhock, fell by the
fword. - 3 _ aEh A

The Ma-  The emperor was fo much pleafed with the
mjafent  oypedition of Shaiftx into Malabir, that he re-
folved to reinforce him to complete the conqueft
of Cokin. The Maraja, who, for his defertion
of Dara, had been placed in the government of
Guzerat, was ordered to march to join Shaifta
with twenty thoufand horfe. That prince, fond
of the aivity and tumult of expedition, obeyed
the Imperial ;mandate without hefitation. He
.arrived in  the camp before the news of his
march had reached the captain-general. Being
naturally haughty and violent, he difapproved -of
Shaifta’s mode of carrying on the war. - He pre-
tended that he was fent to aflift him ‘with his
countel as well as with his arms; and that he
was refolved, if he did not alter his plan, to
complete the conqueft of Coékin with his own
troops.  Shaifta would relinquith no part of his

power. He commanded him, upon his allegiance,

to obey. = The Maraja was provoked beyond mea-

fure, ata treatment fo humiliating to his pride.
He thwarted privately the meafures of the cap-
tain-general ; and that lord began to exercife over
him all the rigour of authority. _ -
prein-  "The Maraja, whofe honour was not proof
army.  again{t his more violent paflions, formed a plot
againft Shaifta’s life. ~The nobles of the firft
rank are. permitted, by the- patent of their crea.
tion, to have, among their other marks of dignity,

W a band
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a band of mufic, confiting of drums, ffes,
trumpets, cymbals, and other warlike ipltruments.
Thiefe bave an apartment over the gites of their

367 -
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palaces in cities, in the camp a tent near that of St

their lord is afligned to them ; where they relieve
one another, and play, when not prohibited, night
. and day. The Maraja, under a pretence that
the captain-general was much pleafed with their
mufic, fent them one night a prefent of five
hundred roupees, in their mafter’s name; and
commanded them to continue to play till next

morning: They accordingly ftruck up after.

fupper ; and made a'prodigious noife. : Shaifta,
not averfe to mufic, took no notice of this un-
~common attention in hisband.”

‘When the camp became filent toward midnight,
the Maraja, who, having a correfpciidence with
Sewaji, had admitted a {mall party of the enemy
into the camp, ordered them to fteal, unper-
ceived, into the quarter of the captain-general,

His plot to
afluffinate

They, accordingly, pafled the guards] and, cut-’

ting their way through the fcreens which fur-
rounded the tents of Shaifta, entered that in
which he flept. They fearched in the dark for his
bed. He awakengd. Alarmed at their whifper-
ing, he ftarted and feized a lance, which was
. the firft weapon that met his hand. He, at that
inftant, received a blow with a fword, which cut
off three of his fingers, and obliged him to drop
the lance.  He called out ‘aloud to the guards;
but the noife of the mufic dréwned his voice.
He groped for the weapon ; and with it defended
his head from their fwords. = His fon, who flept
. in the next tent, alarmed by the noife, rufhed in
with a lighted torch¢in his hand. .The father and
fon fell then wpon the affaflins.. Murderers are

always cowards. They fled ; but tiie fon of Shaiita |

expired of the wounds which he received ig- the

confli¢t ;
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A.D. confli®; and the father himfelf recovered with
\i% much difficulty. : 3
Yorkt The Maraja, in the mean time, came, in
~——~ feceming conlternation, to the quarter of the
::{if;;;e_ general. He lamented the accident; and con-
ral. defcended to take the command of the army till
be fhould recover. The officers fufpetted the

prince of the affaflination ; but he had cut off

the channels which could carry home a proof.
Silence prevailed over the camp; and, though
Shaiita was not flain, the Maraja poflefled every
.advantage which he had expeéted from the mur-

der. Aurungzébe, from Mis perfeét knowledge

of the difpofition of the Maraja, was fatisfied of

his guilt. It would not, however, be either
prudent or effe€tual to order him to appear to
anfwer for his crimes in the prefence : he knew

that his boldnefs was equal to his wickednefs.

He, therefore, fupprefled his refentment ; and

drew a veil on his defigns, to lull the prince

mnto fecurity. He affe@ted to lament the acci- .

dent which bad befallen to his general ; but he

rejoiced that the management of the war had

come into fuch able hands. - :
Avrung-  When the affairs of Aurunggébe wore the moft
zebe falls - o ! .
ficlc. promifing afpet, he was near lofing, by his own

death, the empire which he had acquired by the .
‘murder of his relations. On the twenty-fifth of .
May, he fell into a fever.. His diftemper was fo vio-
lent, that he was almoft deprived of hisrealon. His
tongue was {eized with a palfy ; he loft his {peech;
and ail defpaired of his recovery. The people
were filent ; and looked forward for a fudden
revolution. Intrigues for the empire commenc-
ed. The lords met in private in their palaces ;
the court, the haram, were full of {chemes.
It was already whilpered abroad,. that he was ac+
tually dead. Some regretted him as an able prince,

: fome
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fome as a great general ; many were of opinion,
that Heaven had interfered in punithing his in-
juftice to his relations. His fifter the princefls
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Rofhinira, who had poffefled his confidence, was ="

thought to conceal his -death till her own plans
for the fucceflion of his younger fon to the throne
fhould be ripe for execution.

Uncertain and improbable rumours were, in
the mean time, circulated, and fwallowed with
avidity by the people. Their affettions for the

Confterna-
tion of the

people.

old emperor being ftill entire, they created fic- -

tions to flatter their withes. The Maraja, they
faid, was in full march to releale him from con-
finement. Mohébet, ever averfe to Aurungzébe,
was on hisway with an army for the fame pur-
pofe, from Cabul; and had already paffed La-
hore. 'The people of Agra, they affirmed, were

actuated by tumult and commotion ; the garrifon

of the citadel was mutinous, and Etabir, who
commanded in the place, waited only for the
news of the death of the new emperor to open
the gates to his ancient lord. Though it was
impoflible that thefe fi¢tions could have any pro-
bable foundation, from the fhortnefs of the time,
they were received with implicit faith by a cre-
dulous multtude. The very fthopkeepers ‘and
artizans neglected their bufinefs for news. They
gathered together in groups ; and one continued
whifper of important and incredible events flew
over all the ftreets of Delhi.

The prince Shaw Allum was not, in the mean shaw Al-

time, idle. He fecretly waited upon many of
the nobility, and folicited their intereft, with
large promifes of gratitude and advantage, in the
event of his -father’s demife. Rofhinira, who
was beft acquainted with the intentions of the
emperor, infinuated, that the {ucceflion was to
fall on Akbir, as yet but a boy. Both parties

averred,

lum in-

trigues for
the throne.
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averred,however, in public,that atprefent therewas
no occafion for a new prince. Aurungzébe himfelf,
they faid,“only managed the empire during the
debility of mind which his illnefs had brought
upon Shaw Jehin. That monarch; continued
they being now recovered, will refume the reins
of government ; and difpofe of the fucceffion in
favour of any of his pofterity whom he fhall think
worthy of the throne of the Moguls. The peo:
ple already believed themfelves under the go-
vernment of the old emperor. The nobility en-
tertained no refolution of that kind. Their ac-
quiefcence under Aurungzébe, had rendered them
afraid of the reftoration of his father. They
knew that the Maraja and Mohabet, who ftill
profeflfed themielves the friends of the latter,
would, in the event of his enlargement, carry all
before them ; and feared the violence of the firit,
as much as they dreaded the abilities of the fe-

cond. :
Etabar, who commanded the citadel of ‘Agra,
feemed now to have the fate of the empire in bhis
hands. To open the gates to Shaw Jehin, was
to involveall in confufion ; though it might be
expeted, that from the attachment of the people
to their ancient fovereign, tumult and commotion
would foon fubfide. Aurungzébe, in the fhort
intervals of his exceflive pain, applied his, mind
to bufinefs. He gathered the fenfe of the people
from the dark anxiety which covered the features
of his atrendants. He called his fon Shaw Allum
before bim. He defired him to keep himfelf in
readinefs in cafe of his death; to ride poit to
Agra, and to take the merit of releafing Shaw
Jehdn. ¢ Your only hopes of empire, and even
the fafety of yaur perfon,” faid he, « will de-
pend upon the ‘gratitude of your grandfather.
‘ ' Let

-
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Letnot, therefore, any other perfon deprive you
of that advantage.” He then called for pen and
ink, and wrote to Etabir, to keep a ftrict
watch upon the emperor:  As my death is not
certain,” faid Aurungzébe, ¢ let not your fears
perfuade. you to truft to the gratitude of any
25 S
+ The anxiety fhewn by the emperor on the oc-
cafion, convinced mankind that he thought his
own recovery doubtful, The lords quitted the
palace, and each began to prepare againft the
worft events, ~ He fent, on the fifth day, a fum-
- mons to all the nobility to come to the hall of
audience. He ordered himfelf to be carried into
the affembly ; and he requefted them, from his
bed, to preyent tumults and commotions. * A
lion,” faid he, alluding to his father, ¢ is chain-
ed up; and it isnot your mterelt to permit him
to break loole. Heis exalperated by real inju-
ries ; and he fancies more than he feels.” He
then called for the grear feal of the empire, which
he had intrulted ro the princefs Rofhinira. He
ordered it to be fealed up ina filken bag, with
his private fignet, and to be placed by his fide.
His exerrion to {peak to the nobles threw him into
a fwoon. ~ They thought him dead. A murmur
flew around. He, however, recovered himfelf;
and ordering Joy Singh and fome of the principal
lords to approach, he took them by the hand.
Day after day he was thus brought into the pre.
fence of the nobility. All intrigues ceafed at the
hopes of his recovery. On the tenth day of his
ilinefs, the fever began to leavehim, and on the
thiteenth, though weak, he was apparently out of
danger  The ftorm that was gathering, [ubfid-
ed at once. A ferene calm fucceeded; and
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people wondered why their minds had been agi-
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tated and difcompofed, by the hopes and fears of
revolution and change. ' ayh
The ficknefs of Aurungzébe was produive of

“——~ a difcovery of importance, to a monarch of his

He reco-
Velrs.

His de=
mands

jealous and provident difpofition.  He found that
Shaw Allum, whom he had defigned for his fuc-
ceflor in the throne, had fhewn more eagernefs in
forwarding the fchemes of his own ambition, than
anxiety for the recovery of his father. 'He alfo
found, from the reception given to the folicitations
of the prince by the nobility, that his influence
was too inconfiderable to fecure to him the un-
difturbed pofleflion of the empire. His pride was
hurt by the firft; his prudence penetrated into
the caufe of the fecond. He had long thought
the felf-denial of his fon to be a cloke for fome
deep-laid defign ; and an accident had convinced
him of the truth of what he had fufpected before.
The mother of Shaw Allum was only the daugh-
ter of a petty Raja. - Aurungzébe had, on ac-
count of her beanty, taken her to wife; but the
meannefs of her birth'had left a kind of difgrace
on her fon in'the 'eyés of the nobles, who re-
v red the high ‘blood of the houfe of Timur.
The emperor, “therefore, in his youngeft fon,
found a remedy ‘4gaiiilt the objefions of the no-

‘bility to Shaw' Allum. * "That prince was born to

Aurungzibe by the 'daughter of Shaw Nawiz,
of the Imperia] houfe of Sefi. ~ The Perfian no-
bility, who were nametous in the fervice of the
empire, difcovered a ‘great attachment'to Akbér ;
and even the Moguls preferred him, on account of
the purity of his blood, to his brother. The
affeétions of the emperor were alfo in his favour ;
and he now ferioufly endeavoured to pave his way

to the fucceffion. . "/ ' :
When the family of Dara had, with 'the unfor-
tamate prince, fallen into the hands of Au-
rungzébe,
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rungzebe, that monarch had, at the requeft of A.D.
his father and the princefs Jehanira, delivered 105+
over the only daughter of Dara into their hands. 1074,
She remained in the prifon at Agra with her “=~
grandfather. Aurungzébe, upon his recovery,
wrote a letter, full of profeflions of regard, to his
father ; and he concluded it with a formal demand
of the daughter of Dara, for his fon Akbar;
hoping, by that connettion, to fecure the influ-
ence of the young prince among the nobles.
The fierce fpirit of Shaw Jehin took fire; Jeha-
nara’s indignation arofe. ~ They rejetted the pro-
pofition with difdain ; and the old emperor re-
turned for anfwer, That the infolence of Au-
rungzébe was equal to his crimes. Thefyoung
princefs, was in the mean time, alarmed. She
feared force, where intreaty had not prevailed.
She concealed: a dagger in her bofom; and de-
clared, that fhe would fuffer death a hundred:
times over, before the would give her hand te the
fon of her father’s murderer. ' Shaw Jehan did’
not fail to acquaint Aurungzbe of her refolution,
in her own words; and that prince, with this
ufual prudence, defifted from his defign.: ‘He
even took no notice of the harfhnefs of his fa-
ther’s letter. < He wrote to him, foon after, for
fome of the Imperial jewels, to adorn his throne.,
¢ Let him govern with more juftice,” faid Shaw”
Jehany < for equity and clemency are the only
jewels that can adorn a throne. I am weary! of
his avarice. Let me hear no more of precious
{tones. - The hammers are ready which will cruth
them to duft, when he importunes me for them
again.” k s
Aurungzébe received the reproaches of his fa-on bis im-

ther with his wonted coolnefs. 'He even wrote prifored
back to Agra, that “ to offend the emperor
was far from being the intention of his dutiful

Iiz2 fervant.
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fervant. Let Shaw Jehin keep his jewels,” faid
he, ¢ nay more, let him command all thofe of
Aurungzebe. His amufements conftitute a part

‘o~ of the happinefs of his fon.” The old ‘emperor

Shaw Al-
lum f(ent
to the
Decan;

was ftruck with this condué. He knew it to be
feigned ; but the power of his fon to inforce his
requefts gave value to his moderation. He ac-
cordingly fent to him a prefent of jewels, with a
part of the enfigns of Imperial dignity, to the
value of two hundred and fifty thoufand pounds.
He accompanied them with a fhort letter:
¢¢ Take thefe, which I am deftined to wear no
more. Your fortune has prevailed.—But your
moderation has more power than your fortune
over Shaw Jehdn. Wear them with dignity ; and
make fome amends to your family for their mif-
fortunes, by your own remown.” = Aurungzébe
burft into tears upon the occafion; and he was
thought fincere. The fpoils of Suja were, omn
the {fame day, prefented at the foot of his throne.
His fears being now removed, there was room
left for humanity. He ordered them from his
fight, and then retired, in a melancholy mood,
from the hall of audience.

During thefe tranfadtions at court, Shaw Al-
lum was commiffioned by his father to take the
command of the Imperial army in the Decan;
Shaifta being rendered unfiv for that charge by
the wounds which he had received from the al-
faflins, armed:againft him by the Maraja. The
forwardnefs of the prince in making a party
during his father’s illnefs, adhered to the mind of
Aurungzébe ; but he concealed his fentiments on
that {fubjeét. There, however, fubfifted a cool-
nefls, which the accurate obfervers of human na-
ture could plainly perceive, in the conduét of
the emperor ; and his abridging the power and
revenue of his fon, when he appointed him to

the
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the government of the Decan, fhewed that he a. p.
diltrufted his loyalty. Men, who are willing to 1564
fuppofe that Aurungzébe facrificed every other ﬁ;g;
paflion to ambition, affirm, that he became even ———~’
carelefs about the life of his fon; and they re-
late a ftory to fupport the juftice of the obferva-

tion. A lion ifluing from a foreft not far dil-

tant from Delhi, did a great deal of mifchief in

the open country. The emperor, in an affembly

of the nobles, coolly ordered his fon to bring

him the fkin of the lion; without permitting him

to make the neceflary preparations for this dan-
gerous fpecies of hunting. Shaw Allum, whofe
courage was equal to his refervednefs and mode-
ration, cheerfully obeyed ; and when the mafter

of the huntfmen propofed to provide him with

nets, he faid: ¢ No; Aurungzébe, when at my

age, feared not to attack any beaft of prey,
without formal preparations.”” He fucceeded in

his attempt; and brought the lion’s fkin to his
father.

The arrival of the prince in the Decan fuper- gui Mes
feded the Maraja, who, during the illnefs of Sha- Gyerar,
ifta, commanded the army. He requelted to be
permitted to return to his government of Guze-
rat; but it had been conferred upon Mohabet.

This lord, during the troubles which convulfed
the empire, remained quiet in his government of
the city and province of Cabul. He retained his
loyalty to Shaw Jehin; and executed the duties
of his office in the name of that prince. After
the death of Dara, and the flight of Suja beyond
the limits of the empite, he faw an end to all
the hopes of the reftoration of his ancient lord.
He, therefore, began to liften to the propofals
of Aurungzébe. That prince informed him,
that inftead of his being offended at his attach-
ment to his ancient lord, he was much pleai:eﬁ
wit
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A.p, with his loyalty. That fuch honour, condu&,

11:61'54- and bravery, as thofe of Mohabet, far from raifing

wony,  the jealoufy of the reigning prince, were deemed

%~~~ by him as valuable acquifitions to his empire ;

and that to fhew the fincerity of his profeffions,

he had fent him a commiffion to govern, in quali-
ty of viceroy, the opulent kingdom of Guzerat.

AURUN G-
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CHAP V.

Recovery of the emperor—Progrefs to Cafbmire—
Difturbances in Guzerat—Congueft of A/ffém—
Death and charaéter of Meer Fumla—Infurrec-
tion of Fakiers—quelled—An univerfal peace—
Death of the prince Mahommed—War with Se-
wifi—Death of the emperor Shaw jebdn—
Anecdotes of bis private life—Grief of Aurung-
zébe—Strange conduct and flight of Sewéji—Tbe'
Maraja difcontented—War againft Arracdn—
Chittagong reduced.

THOUGH Aurungzébe was judged out of A.D
danger on the thirteenth day of hisillnefs, his dif- g
order hung upon him for more than two months. 1074
His application to bufinefs was an enemy to the g
fpeedy reftoration of his health ; but the annual of the em-
rains, which commenced in July, having render- P
ed the air more cool, his fever entirely left him,
and he foon regained his former f{trength. His
phyficians advifed him to avoid, by an expedition
to Cafhmire, the heat of the enfuing feafon; and
his favourite filter Rochinira, whofe counfel he-
generally followed, being very defirous of vifit-
ing that delightful country, perfuaded him to
prepare for his progrefs. The affairs of the em-
pire had become fettled with his returning healtllll.

The
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The hopes of novelty had fubfided in the minds
of the people ; and the precifion with which go-
vernment was carried on, left room for neither

‘=~~~ their hopes nor their fears. The fuperficial

His pro -
grefs

judges of things however blamed the emperor
for quitting the centre of his dominions ; whilft
his father remained a prifoner in his own capital.
Aurungzébe judged of the future by the paft;
the nobles were tired of revolution and war, and
the vulgar are feldlom mutinous or troublefome,
where no glaring oppreffion exilts.

About the middle of December 1644, the em-
peror, after a tedious preparation for his progrefs,
left Delhi; and'moved toward Lahore, at which
city he arrived, by flow marches, at the end of fe-
ven weeks. The army which accompanied him
in this tour, confifted of near fifty thoufand men,
exclufive of the retinues of his nobles, and the
nicceffary followers of the camp. The heavy bag-
gage and artillery kept the common highway,
but the emperor himfelf deviated often into the
country, to enjoy the diverfion of hunting. The
princefs Rochindra, fond of pomp and magnifi-
cence, was indulged in ‘her favourite paffion by
the {plendor of her cavalcade. The emperor,
who in a great meafure owed his fuccefs to the
intelligence which fhe had from time to time

tranfmitted to him from the haram, fhewed him-

felf ;grateful. Her jealoufy of the influence of
Jehanara over her father firft attached her to the
interefts of Aurungzébe; and the partiality fhewn
by ber fiiter to Dara, naturally threw Rochinira
into the fcale of his foe. Her abilities rendered
her fit for politics and intrigue ; and the warmth
of her conftitution, which fhe could not confe-
crate to plealure, adapted her for bufinefs and.
ation. '

The
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The progrefs of the prince did not obftrutt the Aa.D.
neceffary bufinefs of the ftate. = Attended by all (5%
his ‘officers, the -decifions of each department Touh.
werecarried from the ‘camp to every corner of ~r—~7
‘the empire. Expreéfles ftood ready on horfeback mice.
at every ftage; andthe Imperial mandates were
difpatched to the wvarious provinces as foon as
they were fealed /in the tent of andience, The
mobles, as wasicuftomary in'the capital, ‘attended
daily the prefence ; and appeals were difcufled
every morning as regularly-as -when the-emperor
rémdined at Delbi. The petitioners followed the
court ; and -a {mall allowance ‘from the public
treafury was afligned to'them, asa compenfation
for their additional expencein attending the Im-
perial camp. In this ‘manner Aurungzébe arriv-
edat Cafthmire. The beauty, the ‘cool and falu-
brious air of that country, induced him to relax
his mind for a fhort time from 'bufinefs. He
wandered over that charming valley, aftera wvari-
ety of pleafures ; ‘and he foon recovered that vi-
gour of conftitution which his :attention to public
bufinefs, as well as his late ficknefs, had greatly
impaired.

The univerfal peace which had encouraged the Difturb-
emperor to undertake his progrefs to 'Cafhmire, il
was not of long continuance. Difturbances broke
out in the kingdom of Guzerat. The Rajas of
the mountains, thinking the tribute which they
paid to the empire too high, rebelled. Rai
Singh was chofen chief of the confederacy. They
joined ' their forces, and iffuing from theirnarrow
valleys, prefented a ‘confiderable army in the
open country. ‘Cuttub, a:general of experience,
was ordered again{t them with the troops {tationed
in the adjacent provinces. ‘He arrived beforethe
rebels, and encamped in their prefence. Both
armies ‘entrenched themfelves, -and watched l-rhe

motions
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A. D. motions of each other. The commanders were

1665,

1075,

determined not to fight at a difadvantage; and
they continued to harafs one another with flying

\——— parties, whilft the main bodies remained in their

in Guzerat

quelled,

refpective camps. Slight fkirmifhes happened
every day, in which neither fide arrogated to
themfelves any great advantage.

The mountaineers, being chiefly of the Raja-
put tribe, at length refolved to continue no
longer ina&ive. The nights, being lighted with
the increafing moon, were unfuitable for a
furprize; but an accident happened which fa-
voured their defigns. Under the cover of a fly-
ing fhower, they fell upon the Moguls. Advanc-
ingin a cloud, they came unperceived to the
intrenchments ; and many had clambered over the
walls before the fentries gave the alarm. A fud-
den tumult and confufion flew over the camp;
and a dreadful flaughter 'commenced. The Mo-
guls had no time either to arm or to form. The
horfes ‘broke loofe from their piquets, and ruthed,
Ln diforder, over men, and tents, and baggage,

nd arms.  Some who had mounted were thrown
headlong with their horfes over the tent-ropes,
and other embarrafiments of the camp.

A few in the mean time oppofled the enemy in
a tumultuous manner. The Rajaputs themfelves
were in diforder. The confufion and terror of
the {cene intimidated all. They withdrew on
both fides ; as they could not diftinguith friends
from foes. The night was full of horror. Every
heart beat with fear ; every tongue joined in the
uproar; every eye looked impatiently for day.
The light of morning at length appeared; and
a fudden tfhout from both armies gave tefti-
mony of their joy. Preferring certain danger to
evils which they could not diftinguith clearly, each
fide, on the approach of battle, difcovered that ele-
: vation
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vation of fpirit which others derive from viGtory. a.p.
The rebels renewed the attack, but the Impcrial 1665-
general, who had improved the fufpenfion of bat- o5,
tle, was now prepared to receive them. Rai‘—r—
Singh, with a body of his officers, charged in
the front of the Rajaputs, and fuftained the
whole thock of the Moguls. Three hundred per-
fons of rank, with Rai Singh, the general of the
confederates, lay dead on the field; fifteen hun-
dred of their followers were flain, the remaiuing
part of the rebels having fled, and left their camp
ftanding to the viftors. The Imperial genscral
purfued the fugitives into their mountains ; and,

“in the fpace of fix months, he reduced their
whole country, and, depriving the princes of
their hereditary jurifdi€tions, he fubjedted the
people to the authority of temporary governors,
who derived their power from Aurungzébe.

During thefe tranfations in the north and Invafionof
weft, Jumla continued in the government of
Bengal. After the total defeat and flightof Su-
ja, he returned to the capital of his province to
regulate public affairs, thrown into confufion by
a length of boltilities. Aurungzébe jealous of the
great power and repatation of Jumla, had fignified
to that lord, that his prefence in the capital would
be foon neceflary for dilcharging the duties of his
high office of vifier. He at the fame time in-
formed him, that he longed much to have an op-
portunity of exprefling in perfon the high fenfe
which he entertained of his eminent fervices.
Jumia, who preferred the pomp and activity of the
field to the fedentary bufinefs of the clofet, fignified
to the emperor his defire of continuing in his
province ; pointing out a fervice, from which the
empire might derive great advantage, and he
himfelf confiderable honour.

Aurungzgbe,



382

A D,

1565,
1¢.

1075,

THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

Aurungzébe, who was unwilling to dilcover
his jealouly to 2 man whom he efteemed as well
as feared, acquiefced in the propofals of Jumla.

“——~ He, however, refolved to point out to that lord

the king-
dom

of Aflam.

an enemy, which might divert him from any
defigns he might have to fortify himfelf in the
rich and firong kingdom of Bengal againft the
empire. An army inured to war were devoted
to Jumla; and his ambition was not greater than
his ability to gratify it in the higheft line. To
the north of Bengal lies the rich province of
Aflam, which difcharges the great river Baram-
putre into the branch of the Ganges which pafles
by Dacca. The king of Affam, falling down
this river in his fleet of boats, had, during the
civil wars, not only ravaged the lower Bengal,
but appropriated to himfelf what part of that
country lies between the Ganges at Dacca and
the mountains which environ Aflam. His power
and wealth made him an obje& of glory as well
as of plunder; and Jumla received an imperial

mandate to march againft him with his army.
Jumla, having filed off his troops by fquadrons
toward Dacca, joined them at that city; and,
embarking them on the Baramputre, moved up
into the country which the king of Aflam had
long fubjected to depredation. No enemy appear-
ed in the field. They had withdrawn to the for-
trefs of Azo, which the king had built on the
fide of the mountains which looks toward Ben-
gal. Jumla invefted the place, and forced the
garrifon to furrender at difcretion ; then entering
the mountains of Aflam, defeated the king in a
pitched battle, and befieged him in his capital of
Kirganu. The vanquifhed prince was foon oblig-
ed to leave the city, with all its wealth, to the
mercy of the enemy, and to take refuge, with
a few adherents, in the mountains of Lafla. In
many



AURUNGZEBE:

many naval conflits on the river and great lakes,
through which it flowed, Jumla came off vitori-
ous ; and the fmall forts on the banks fell fuccef-
fively into his hands. _

Thus far fuccefs attended the arms of Jumla.
But the rainy feafon came on with unufual vio-
lence, and covered the valley which forms the
province of Aflim, with water. There was no
room left for retreating ; none for advancing be-
yond Kirganu. 'The mountains around were in-
volved in tempeft, and, befides, were full of foes.
The king, upon the approach of the Imperialifts,
removed the grain to the hills ; and the cattle
were driven away. Diftrefs, in every form, at-
tacked the army of Jumla. They had wealth,
but they were deftitute of provifions, and of
every thing neceflary for fupporting them ‘in the
country till the return of the fair feafon. To
remain was impoffible : to retreat almolt imprac-
ticable. The king had deltroyed the roads in the
paffes of the mountains ; and he barafled the march
of the lmperialifts with inceffant fkirmilhes.
Jumla, in the mean time, conducted his mealures
with his wonted abilities and prudence ; and car-
ried back his army, covered with glory, and load-
ed with wealth, into the territory near the en-
trance of the mountains from Bengal.
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Retreat,

Exprefles carried the news of the fuccefs of death;

Jumla to the emperor., He acquainted Aurung-
zébe that he had opened a paflage, which, in
another feafon, might lead his arms to the borders
of China. Elated with this profpe&t of extend-
ing his conquelts, he began' to levy forces, and
difpatched orders to Jumla to be in readinefs
for the field by thereturn of the feafon. But the
death of that general put an end to this wild de-
fign. Upon his arrival at' Azo, a dreadful fick-

nefs prevailed in the army, and he himfelf fell
a viflim
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A.D. avicim tothe epidemic malady which carried off
os-  his troops. Though the death of Jumla relieved
e. . . . -
w7s.  the emperor of fome of his political fears, he was
v~ affefted by an event which he neither expetted
nor withed. He owed much to the friendthip of
that great man ; he admired his abilities and re-
nown in arms. .
andcha- * Though Jumla arofe to the fummit of great-
gﬂf{a"f nefs from a low degree, mankind “afcribed his
elevation lefs to his fortune than to his great
parts.  Prudent, penetrating, and brave, he ex-
celled all the commanders of his age and country
in condudt. in fagacity, and in {pirit. During
a war of ten years, when he commanded the arm
of the king of Tillingdna, he reduced the Car-
natic and the neighbouring countries, with all
their forts ; fome of which are ftill impregnable
againft all the difcipline of Europeans. He was
calculated for the intrigues of the cabinet, aswell
as for the firatagems of the field. He was wife
. 1n planning ; bold in execution; malter of his
mind in aftion, though elevated with all the
fireof valour. 1In bis private life he was amiable
and humane; in his' public tranfaions dignified
and juft. - Hedifdained to ufe ungenerous means
againit his enemies; and he even exprefled his
joy upon the efcape of Suja from his ‘arms. He
was, upon 'the whole, equal in abilities to' Au-
Tungzebe, with'no part of the ' duplicity which
ftampt fome of ‘the a&ions of that prince with
meannefs.' * Jumla, to his death, retained the
name of Vifier, though the duties ‘of the office
were difcharged by Raja Ragnatta, who did not
long furvive him.

The fecurity which Aurungzébe acquired by
the defeat of fo many formidable rivals, was dif-
turbed from & quarter 'which added ridicule to
‘danger. In the tettitory of the prince of Marwar,
: near

Infurrec- |
tion
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neat the city of Nagur, there lived an old woman,
who was arrived at the eightieth year of her
age. She poflefled a confiderable hereditary ef-
tate, and had accumulated, by penury, a great
fum of money. Being feized with a fit of enthu-

fialm, fhe became all of a fudden prodigal of her

wealth. Fakiers and fturdy beggars, under a
pretence of religion, to the number of five thou-
fand, gathered round her caftle, and received
her bounty. Thefe vagabonds, not fatisfied with
what the old woman beftowed in charity, armed
themfelves, and making predatory excurfions
into the country, returned with {poil to the
houfe of their patronefs, where they mixed intem-
perance and riot with devotion. The people,
opprefled by thefe fanétified robbers, rofe upon
them, but they were defeated with great flaugh-

ter. _
Repeated difafters of the fame kind were at
laft attributed to the power of enchantment. This
ridiculous opinion gaining ground, fear became
predominant in the opponents of the Fakiers. The
banditti, acquiring confidence fromi their fuccefs,
burnt and deftroyed the country for many leagues ;
and furrounded the caftle of the pretended in-
chantrefs with a defert. The Raja marched again{t
them with his native troops, but was defeated;
the colletors of the Imperial revenue attacked
them, but they were forced to give way. A re-
port prevailed, and was eagerly believed by the
multitude, that on a certain day of the moon,
the old lady ufed to cook in the fkull'of an enemy,
a mefs compofed of owls, bats, fnakes, lizards,
human flefh, and other horrid ingredients, which
fhe diftributed to her followers. This abomina-
ble meal, it was believed' by the rabble, had the
furprifing effe of not only rendering them void
of all fear themfelves, and of infpiring their ene-
mies
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mies with terror, but even of making them invi-
fible in the hour of battle, when they dealt their
deadly blows around. i
Their numbers being now encreafed to twenty
thoufand, this metley army, with an old woman
at their head, direCted their march toward the
capital, Biftamia, for that was her name, was
a_commander full of cruelty. She covered her
route with-murder and devaftation, and hid her
rear in the fmoke of burning villages and towns.
Baviog advanced to Narnoul, about five days
journey from Agra, the colle@tor of the reve-
nue in that place oppofed her with a force, and
was totally defeated. The affair wasnow become
ferious, and commanded the attention of the em-
peror. He found that the minds of the foldiers
were tainted with the prejudices of the people,
and he thought it necceflary to combat Biftamia
with weapons like her -own. Sujait was ordered
againft the rebels, The emperor, in the pre-
fence of the army, delivered to that general, bil-
lets written with his own hand, which were faid
to contain magical incantations, His reputation
for fanétity was at lealt equal to-that of Biftamia;
and he ordered a billet to be carried on the
point of a {pear befere cach fquadron, which the
foldiers were made to believe would counteract
the enchaptments of the enemy. The credulity
which induced them to dread the witcheraft of
the old woman, gave them confidence in the pre-
tended charm of Aurungzébe. '
‘The Fakiers, after their viGory at Narnoul,
thought of / nothing but the empire for their
aged leader. Having rieted upon the fpoils of
the country for feveral days, they folemnly raifed
Biftamia to the throne; which gave them an ex-
cule for feftivity. _In the midft of their intempe-
rate joy, Sujit made his appearance, They
; fought
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fought with the fury of fanatics; but when the A.D. -
idea of fupernatural aid was difpelled from the 155
minds of the Imperialifts, the Fakiers were nota m}gs‘.
match for their fwords. It was not a battle, but >+~
a confufed carnage: a few owed their lives to the
mercy of Sujait, the reft met the death which
they deferved. Aurungzébe, when he received
Sujait, after his vi€ory, could not help fmiling
at the ridicule thrown upon his arms, by the op-
pofition of an old woman at the head of a naked
army of mendicants. “I find,” faid he, ¢ that too
much religion among the vulgar, is as dangerous
as too little in a monarch.”  The emperor, upon
this occafion, a&ted the part of a great prince,
who turns the paflions and fuperftitions of man-
kind, to the accomplithment of his own defigns.
It was more ealy to counteract the power, than
to explode the doétrine of ‘witchcraft. \
The feafon of peace and public happinefs af- An uni-
fords few materials for hiftory. = Had not the rage peace.
of conqueft inflamed mankind, ancient times
would have pafled away in filence, and unknown.
Mras are marked by battles, by the rife of {tates,
the fall of empires, and the evils of human life.
Years of tranquiility being diltinguithed by no
ftriking obje&, are foon loft to the fight. The
mind delights only in the relation of tranfaltions
which contribute to information, or awaken its
tender paflions. We wilh tolive in a' peaceable
age ; but we read with moft pleafure the hiltory
of times abounding with revolutions and impor-
tant events. A general tranquillity now prevail-
ed over the empire of Hindoltan. Aurungzébe,
pleafed with the fulubrious air of Cafhmire, con-
tinued fong in that romantic country.  Nothing
marks the annals of that period, but a few
changes in the departments of the court, and in
the governments of provinces ; which, though of
Vor, IIL Kk fome



288 THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

A.D. fome importance to the natives of India, would
1695- furnith no amufement in Europe.
10725.. In the feventh year of the emperor’s reign,
s~~~ his fon the prince Mahommed died in prifon in the
gﬁﬂ;‘,’,{e caltle of Gualiar. Impatient under his confinement,
Mahom- hijs health had been long upon the decline; and
g grief at laft put an end to misfortune which the
paffions of youth had begun. His favourite
wife, the daughter of Suja, wasthe companion of
his melancholy ; and fhe pined away with for-
row, as being the caufe of the unhappy fate of
ber lord. Mahommed had long fupported his
fpirits with the hopes that his father would
relent ; but the ficknefs of the emperor, during
which he had named another prince to the throne,
confirmed him that his crime was not to be for-
given. Mahommed, though violent in the nobler
paflions of the human mind, was in his private
charalter generous, friendly and humane. He
loved battle for its dangers; he defpifed glory
which was not purchafed with peril. He was
even difappointed when an enemy fled ; and was
heard to fay, ‘That to purfue fugitives was only
the bufinefs of a coward. But he was unfit for
the cabinet; and rather a good partizan, than a
great general in the field. He had boldnefs to
execute any undertaking, but he wanted pru-
dence to plan. Had his warm difpofition been
tempered by length of years, he might have
made a fplendid figure. But he was overfet by
the paffions of youth, before experience had poif-
ed his mind.

Narwith - The war with Sewéji the prince of Cokin, on

" the coalt of Malabar, which had been for fome
time dilcontinued, broke out this year with re-
doubled violence. The attempt of the Maraja
upon the life of Shaifta, though no proof could
be carried home to that prince, had induced Au-

rungzébe
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rungzébe to recal him with all his native forces. A.D.

He would no longer truft his affairs in the hands 5%
g . ig.

of a man, whofe violent paflions could not fpare 1076.

the life of a - perfon with whom he lived in the >~

habits of friendthip. = A truce, rather than a

- folid peace, had been patched up with the enemy ;

but their love of depredation overcame their

public faith. The prince .of Cokin made incur-

fions into the Decan ; and complaints of his hof-

tilities were carried to Aurungzébe. Under the

joint command of the Raja, Joy Singhand Di-

lére, a confiderable force was fent againft the

enemy. He fled before them, and they entered

his country at his heels. The ftrong holds of

his dominions foon fell into the hands of the Im-

perialifts. ~ Sewaji and his fon furrendered them-

felves to Joy Singh, and fent them under an eleort

to Delhi ; to. which city the emperor was now

returned, after his long abfence in the north..

The emperor Shaw Jehan, after an imprifon- peah of
ment of {even years, ten months and: ten days, haw Je-
died at Agra on the fecond of - February,  1666. e
The fame diforder which had loft to him the
empire, was the caufe of his death. He languifh-
ed under it for fifteen days; and expired in
the arms of his daughter Jehanira, his faithful
friend and companion in his confinement.
Though Aurungzébe had kept him with all ima-
ginable caution in the citadel of Agra, he was
always treated with diftin&ion, tendernels and
refpet. The enfigns of his former dignity re-
mained to him; he had ftill his palace, and his
garden of pleafure. No. diminution had been
made in the number of his domeltics. = He te-
tained all his women, fingers, dancers and fer-
vants of every kind  The animals, in which he
formerly delighted, were brought regularly into
bis. prefence. He was gratified with the {ight

Kka of
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of fine horfes, wild beafts, and birds of prey.
But he long continued melancholy; nothing
could make a recompence for his lofs of power.

“—~—~ He for feveral years could not bearto hear the

Anecdotes

of his

name of Aurungzébe, without breaking forth
into rage; and, even till his death, none durft
mention his fon as emperor of Hindoftan.

They had' endeavoured to conceal from him
the death of Dara, but he knew it from the
tears of Jehanara, The particulars of the me-
lancholy fate of his favourite fon, made fuch
an impreflion on his' mind, that, ablent in the
violence of his paflion, he took his fword, and
rulhed to the gate of the palace.” But it was

thut; and reminded him of his loft condition.

‘Though the rebellion of Suja had enraged him
againft that prince, he loft his wrath in the fu-
perior crimes of Aurungzébe. He heard with
eagernels every turn of fortune in Bengal; and
when' the flight of Suja from that kingdom
reached his ears, he abftained from eating for
two days. He, however, comforted himfelf with
the hopes of his return ; and, eager for the' re-
venge of his wrongs upon Aurungzébe, he at-
tended with joy and fatisfaétion to the vague re-
ports which were propagated concerning the ap-
pearance of his fon, in various provinces of the
empire. Accounts of the death of Suja came
the year before his father’s death. He burft into
a flood of tears: * Alas " faid he, % could not
the Raja of Arracan leaveone fon to Suja to re-
venge his grandfather ??

Aurungzebe, whether from pity or defign is
uncertain, ‘took various means to footh the me-
anchboly of his father, and to reconcile him to
his own ulurpation, To exprefs his tendernefs
for bim, was infult; he therefore flattered his
pride. " He affeGted to confult him on all impor-
tant affairs. He wrote him letters requefting his

advice ;
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advice ; declaring that he reckoned himfelf only A D.
his vicegerent in the empire. Thefe artful ex- 868
preflions, and the abfence of every appearance. of w’;gs'.
reltraint on his conduct, made at laft an impreflion ~——~
ppon his mind. But Aurungzébe, building too

much upon the fuccefs of his art, had almoft, by

his demand of the daughter of | Dara for his fon,

ruined all the progrefs which he had made. His

apology for, what his father called an infult, obli-

terated his indifcretion ; and his abftaining from

force upon the .occafion, was efteemed by. Shaw -
Jehan a favour, which his pride forbade him to

owWn. . : :

Shaw ' Jehén, brought up in the principles: of yivate
his father and grandfather, was deftitute; of all life.
religion in his youth. He bad often been prefent
when Jehangire, who delighted in difputes on
abftrufe fubjeéts, called before him Indian Brah-
mins, . Chriftian priefts, and Mahommedan Mul-
las, to argue for their refpettive faiths. Jehan-
gire, who, with his want of credulity on the
{ubject of religion, was weak in his underftand-
ing, was always fwayed by the laft who fpoke.

The Mahommedan, who claimed the pre-emi-
nence of being firft heard, came always off with
the worft ; and the emperor, obferving no. order
of time with regard to the Chriftian and Indian,
was alternately {fwayed by both. The Mullafaw
the difadvantage of his dignity; and, being de-
fignedly late in his appearance, one day he was
heard after the prieft. Jehangire was perplexed
for whom he fhould give his opinion. He afked
the advice of Shaw Jehan, and that prince arch-
ly replied, ¢ That he too was at a lofs for whom
to decide. But as each haye eftablithed the cre-
dit of their {yftems,” faid he, ¢ with a relation
of miracles, let them both be put to that teft,

Let each take the book of his faith under his arm;
let
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let'a fire be kiridled ‘round him ; and the reli-
gi(’)n“of him who fhall remain unhurt, fhall be
mine.”" The Mulla locked pale at the decifion,

“——~ and déclared againft this mode of "proving his

Giief of
Aurung-
zebe.

faith ©*" the pr:e’lﬁ khew the humane temper of
the emperor, and offered himfelf for the pile. They
wére both difmiffed. 'But the ' misfortunes of
Shaw -]eh'm rendered 'him devout in his latter
days. " The Coran'was perpetually read”in ' his
p:cf‘ence ;7and 'Mulas, ‘who relieved ‘one anothcr
bv rurtls, ‘were aIWays in waiting. -/

‘I'hé emperor, when® firft he heard O h:s fa-
thm s illnefs, ordered his fon Shaw Allum to fet
out with allexpedmon to ‘Agra. “You have done

" no ln}ury,” faid 'he, “‘to my father ; and he may

blels’ you with his dying breath. = But as for me, [
will fiot wound him with my prefence ; left rage
‘mighthaften death before his time.” The prince
rode poft to 'Agra; 'but Shaw Jehan had ex-
pired two days before his arrival. His body was
depofited in the tomb of his favourite wife,
Mumtaza Zeméni, with funeral folemnities ra-
ther ~ decent ‘than magnificent.  Wheén the
‘news of the death of his father, was carried to
Aurungzebe, he exhbibited 'all The fvmptoms of
unaffeéted grief. - 'He m{iamly fer-off for
Agra ; and, when he arrived in that’ city, he
fent a meflage to the princefs Jehanara to requelt
the fayour of being admitted into her prefence.
The requefts of an' emperor are’ commands.
She had already 'provided for an interview ; and
fhe received him with the utmoft magnificence,
prefenting him with alarge golden bafon, in which
were contained ‘all® the' jewels of Shaw Jehan,
This magnificent offering, together ~ with  the
polite dexterity of the princefs in excufing her own
former ‘condu&, wrought fo much on Aurung-
zbée, that he reccwed her into his confidence ;

which
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which fhe ever after fhared in common with her A p.
fiter Rochinara. 1666.
The moft remarkable tranfaion of the enfu. %

i ; 1075.
ing year, was the efcape of the Raja Sewaji from e
Delhi ; and his flight through by-roads and_de. ST2nse
ferts to his own country. The turbulent difpofi- e
tion of that prince, and his depredatory incurfi-
ons into the Imperial dominions in the Decan,
brought upon him the arms of Aurungzébe, un-
der the condu¢t of Joy Singh and Dilére. Un.
fortunate in feveral battles, he fhut himfelf up
in his principal fortrefs ; and being reduced to
extremities, he threw himfelf upon the mercy of
the enemy'; and was carried, as has been already
related, to Delhi.  Upon his arrival, he was
ordered into the prefence, and commanded by

- the uther to make the ufual obeifance to the em-
peror. He refufed to obey ; and looking fcorn-
fully upon Aurungzébe, ‘exhibited every mark
of complete contempt of his perfon. The em-
peror was much offended at the haughty de-
meanor of‘the captive’; and he ordered him to
be inftantly carried away from his fight,

The principal ladies of the haram, and, among and fiight
them, the daughter of Aurungzébe, faw from
behind a curtain, the behaviour of Sewiji. She
was ftruck with the handfomenefs of his perfon,
and fhe admired his pride and haughty deport-
ment. The intrepidity of the man became the
fubjet of much converfation. Some of the no-
bles interceded in his behalf; and the princefs
was warm in her folicitations, at the feet of her
father. " ¢ Though 1 delpife pomp,” faid Au-
rungzébe, “ I will have thofe honours which,
the refra&tory prefume to refufe. Powvfn: E‘Jepends
upon ceremony and ftate, as upon abilities and
ftrength of mind. Bur to pleafe a daughter whom
Flove, 1 will indulge Sewaji with an aba{emeng

0
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A.D. of fome of that obeifance, which conquered.

ﬁfgs.' princes owe to the emperor of the Moguls.” A

1076. meflage was fent by the princefs, in the warmth

™ of her zeal; and the Raja, without being con-

. fulted upon the mealure, was again introduced
into the hall of audience. '3 : :

of Sewaji, ~ When he entered, the ufher approached, and

commandéd him to pay the ufual obeifance at the

foot of the throne. * 1 was born a prince,”

faid he, “ and' I know not hew to at the part

of a flave”® " “ But the vanquifhed,” replied

Aurungzébe, “ lofe ‘all their, rights: with their

fortune. 'The fword bas made Sewéji my fer-

vant ; and 1 4m refolved to relinguifh nothing

of what the fword has given.” } :l:l;‘he‘_Raja turn-

ed his back upon the "t%rope_;f the emperor was

enraged. He wasabout to iflue his commands.

againft Sewaji, when that prince fpoke thus,

with'a’ haughty tone of voice; * Give me your

daughter in marriage, dnd I will honour you as

her father : but fortune cannot. deprive me of

ny diﬁjnity of mind, which nothing fhall ex-

tinguifh but death.” The wrath of the empe-

ror {ubfided at a requeft which he reckoned ri-

diculous and abfurd. = He ordered him as a mad-

man from his prefence ;. and gave him in charge

to Fowlid, the diretor-general. o . the - Imperial

camp. ' He was clofely confined in that officer’s

houfe 5 but he found means to_elcape, after fome

months, in the difguife of a man, who was ad-

mitted into his apartment with a bafket of flowers.

the Mo The war with Sewaji proved fatal to the Ma-
P . ARNS A 3

reju af-  Taja’s influence " with = Aurungzébe. Naturally

contented. saffionate, deceitful and imperious, he confider-

ed every order from the emperor, an injury.

He had been gratified with the government of

Guzerat, for deferting the caufe of the unfortu-

nate Dard.  When the three years of his fubafhip

were expired, he received an Imperial mandate

to
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torepair, with the army ftationed in his province, A. p
to the afliftance of Shaifta againft Sewiji. On  165.
the way, it is faid, he entered into a corre- ,ouf
pondence; with that prince; being enraged to —y—
find, that the rich kingdom of Guzerat had
been fubmitted to the government of Mohibet.

It was from Sewdji, that the Maraja received
the affaflins, by whofe means he had attempted
to aflaffinate Shaifta, He, however, covered his
crime with' fo much art, that mankind in general
believed, that it was only a party of the enemy,
who bad the boldnefs to furprife the general in
his tent ; attributing to the known intrepidity of
Sewaji, what aétually proceeded from the addrefs
of Jeflwint Singh. The emperor, who expected
no good from any army commanded by two of-
ficers who difagreed in their opinions, recalled
them both, as has been already related; and
patched up a temporary peace with the enemy.
Shaifta, disfigured and maimed with his wounds,
returned to court; but the Maraja retired in dif-
guft to bis hereditary dominions.

- Shaifta, at once, as a reward for his fervices, Shaifta
and a compenfation for his misfortunes, Was yeimo, of
raifed to the government of Bengal, which had Bengal.
been maraged by deputy ever fince the death of
Jumla. The affairs of the protvince ftood in
need of his prefence. The 'death of Jumla had
encouraged the prince of Arracan to invade the
eaftern divifion of Bengal. He poflefied himfelf
of all the country along the coaft, to the Gan-
ges; and maintained at Chittagong fome Portu-
guefe banditti, as a barrier againft the empire of
the Moguls. Thefe robbers, under the protec-
tion of the invader, fpread their ravages far and
wide. . They fcoured the coalt w th t_heir piratical
veflels ;. and extended their depredations through

all the branches of ‘the Ganges. The complaimi‘
0
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A D. of the oppreffed province were carried to the
1596 throne; and Shaifta was not only commiffioned
6. to extirpate the pirates, but even to penetrate
=¥ with his arms into Arracan. A generous regret
for Suja joined iffue with an attention to the pub-
lic benefit, in the mind of Aurungzébe. The
cruelty exercifed againft the unfortunate prince
was not lefsan objeét of revenge, than the pro-
teftion afforded to public robbers.
‘Takes the ' 'Shailta, upon his arrival in the province, fent a
g}:fq,, fleet and three thoufand land forces, under the
command of Haflen Beg, againft the Raja of
Arracan. . The fleet failed from Dacca, and
falling down the great river, furprifed thé forts
of Jugdea and Allumgire Nagur, which the Raja
had formerly difmembered from Bengal. Ship-
ping his land forces on board his fleet, he fet
fail for the ifland of Sindiep, which lies on the
coaft of Chittagong.  The enemy poflefled in this
ifland feveral ftrong holds, into which they retir-
ed, and defended themfelves with great bravery.
The Mogul however, in the fpace of a few wecks,
reduced Sindiep; ' and took part of ‘the fleet of Ar-
racan.. Haflen’s: force being too fmall to act up-
on'the continent with any profpe&t of fuccefs,
Shaifta had, by this time, affembled ten thou-
fand horfe and foot at Dacca, with the command
of which he invefted his fon Ameid Chan. He
wrote in the mean time a letter to the Portuguele,
who were fettled at Chittagong, making them
advantageous offers, fhould  they join his arms,
or even rewmain in a ftate of neutrality; and
threatening them  with deftru&ion, fhould they
aid the enemy. s
Samcover | The letter had the intended effect upon the
guefe.  Portuguefe, who' began to fear ‘the threatened
florm.  They immediately entered into a negocia-
tion with Haffen Beg, The Raja of Arracin was
; ' apprifed
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apprifed of their intentions, by one of their own a n.
party, who betrayed their fecret. ' He prepared ‘g“-
to take ample vengeance by putting them all to iy’
the fword.. The Portuguefe, in this critical fitu- ~>—~—
ation,’ ran to ‘their boats in: the night, and fet

fail for the ifland - of Sindiep. where they were

well ‘received: by Haffen. He ordered them,

foon after, to proceed to Bengal. = Shaifta, upon

their arrival, adhered to his former promife, and

gave them houfes and lands. - He engaged many

of ‘them in his fervice; and he took advantage

of ‘their experience ' in naval affairs, by joining
them, with their armed veflels, to the propofed
expedition agzinft Arracan. :

Every thing being prepared for. the invafion, Invades
Ameid, with his fleet, confifting of about five S~
hundred fail, and a confiderable body of horfe
and foot, departed from Dacca in the beginning
of ‘the fair feafon ; and, in the fpace of fix days,
croffed the river Phenny, which divides Chirta~
gong from Bengal. The troops of ' Arracan
made a fhew of oppdfition; but they fled to the
capital of the province, / which was about fifty
miles diftant. They fhut themlelves:up in the
fort.  Ameid purfued them without'delay. The
flcet failed along the coaft, in fight of the army,
between the ifland of Sindiep’ and 'the ihore.
When it had reached Comorea, the fleet of Ar-
racan, confifting of about three hundred Ghorabs
and armed boats, made its appearance, A fmart
engagement enfued, in which the enemy were
repulfed, with a confiderable lofs of men, and
thirty-fix of their veflels. Being reinforced the
next day, they prepared to renew the fight.
Ameid, fearing the defeat of his fleet, ordered it
to hawl in clole to the fhore, and, having de-

tached a thoufand mulqueteers, with fome great
guns,



398 THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

A p. guns, from his army, pofted them among the
1996+ bufhes behind the fleet. :
ws6, ~ The enemy, encouraged by the retreat of the
o~ Moguls from the open fea, ‘purfued them with
Gl great eagernefs, and began the attack within
gong ta- - mulquet-fhot of theland. = The Moguls defended
f,f:‘pf,,“_d themfelves with refolution. = The enemy prefled
vince re- on  furioufly, and began to board their = boats.
“ued:  The whole fleet would have! certainly been - de-
firoyed, had not the detachment upon the fhore
advanced to the water’s edge, keeping up fuch
afire upon the enemy, with guns and fmall
arms, as obliged them to put off to fea. Many
were, however, dilabled in fuch a manner as
not to efcape, and they were fo much difcou-
raged, that they fled up the river, and fecured
themfelves behind the fort. - Ameid, without de-
lay, laid fiege to the place. - The enemy lofk
their courage with their fuccefs. They behaved in
a daftardly manner. The town was very {trong,
and well fupplied with artillery, ftores and pro-
vifions. - They, however, all evacuated it, except-
ing fifty men, who remained with the governor ;
and furrendered at dilcretion. The fugitives
were purfued ; and two thoufand being furround-
ed on a neighbouring mountain, were taken and
fold for flaves.. Ameid found twelve hundred and
twenty-three pieces of cannon in the place, and
a prodigious quantity of ftores. He named the
town Iffamabad ; and annexed the whole province
to the kingdom of Bengal. '

AURUN G-
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Origin of the quarrel with Perfia——Conduct of Shaw
Abds— Aurungzébe endeavours to appeafe him—
He prepares for war—Writes a letter to the vifter
—awhich is intercepted—The emperor fufpects the
Perfian  nobles—A  proclamation—d  maflacre
threatened— Confternation at Delhi—The princefs
Fehandra arrives jfrom Agra to appeafe the Per-

Jians—T he vifier exculpates bimjelf—T he Perfian

nobility received into favour—March of the em-
peror—Death and characler of Shaw Abds—
Peace with Perfia—Revolt of the prince Shaw
Allum—He returns to his duty—War with the
Afgans—Magnificent reception of the king' of
Bucharia.

THE emperor having, by his addrefs, as well A.D.

as by his crimes, extricated himfelf from domelftic iff;

hoftilities, was fuddenly involved in a foreign 1076.
A= S

war. The Perfians, who with a prepolterous ne-
gligence,
difienfions in India, fhewed a difpofition to at-
tack Aurungzébe, after his fortune and conduct
had firmly eltablifhed him on the throne. But

various

had remained quiet during the civil The origis
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A D. various reafons had induced Shaw Abas the Se-
|/ cond, who, with no mean abilities, held then
1c75.  the fcepter of Perfia, to avoid coming to extremi-
~——~ ties with the houfe of Timur, when all its
branches were in arms. The unfuccelsful expe-
ditions againit the unconquered tribes along the
Indian ocean, had drained his treafury; and Mo-
habet, who remained in a ftate of neutrality in
the northern provinces of Hindoftan, kept an ar-
my of vererans in the field. The other paflions
of Abas were more violent than his ambition.
1Ie feemed more anxious to preferve his dignity
at home, than to purchafe fame by his arms
abroad ; and, had not bis pride been wounded
by an accident, more than from any defign, on
the fide of Aurungzébe, that monarch might
have enjoyed in tranquillity an empire which he
had acquired by blood.

of the The death of Dara and the flight of Suja hav-
ing given {tability to the power of Aurungzébe
s in the eyes of the prinees of the north, he had
received, in the fourth year of his reign, congra-
tulatory embaflies from Tartary and Perfia. To
return the compliment to Shaw Abis, Tirbiet
Chan, a man of high dignity, was fent ambaffa-
dor from the court of Delhi to Ifpahan. He was
received with the ceremony and refpeét which
was due to the reprefentative of fo great a prince
as the emperor of Hindoflan. His credentials
were read, in the hall of audience, in the pre-
fence of the nobility ; and the few prefents, which
the fuddennefs of his departure from his court
had permitted him to bring along with him to
Abas, were accepted with condefcenfion and ex-
pretlions of fatisfattion. = Tirbiet wrote an ac-
count’ of - Lis reception to Delhi; and the empe-
ror ordered magnificent prefents to be prepared,

and fcnt, wunder an efcort, to Perfia.
The
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The care of furnifhing the prefents is velfted in A .
an office which bears fome refemblance to our 13
chancery, having the power of ingroffing patents, ;o';s'.
and of judging of their legality before they pafs =~
the feal of the empire. Some prefents had been, quarrel
at the fame time, ordered to be prepared for the
prince of the Ufbecs, whom it was cultomary to
addrefs only by the title of Wali, or Mafter of
the Weftern Tartary. The fame clerk in the
office made out the inventory of the preflents for
both the princes ; and, at the head of the lift for
Perfia, he called Shaw Abds, Wali, or Mafter
of Iran. The inventory, accompanied by a letter
to the emperor, was fent with the prefents to
Tirbiet; and he, without examining either, dc-
manded an audience of Abiés, and placed both
in his hands as he fat upon his throne. Abis,
though otherwife an excellent prince, was much
addiéted to wine. He was intoxicated when he
received Tirbiet; and with an impatience to
know the particulars of the prefents, be threw
firlt his eyes on the inventory. When he read
the Wali, or Mafter of Perfia, he ftarted, in a
rage, from his throne, and drew his dagger from
his fide. The nobles thrunk back on either fide,
and Tirbiet, who ftood on the fteps which led up
to the Imperial canopy, retreated from the wrath
of Abas. The emperor, flill continuing filent,
fat down. Amazement was pittured in every
countenance. ‘ Ly

¢ Approach,” faid Abas, ¢ ye noble Perfi- ﬁ;rrh Per-
ans; and hear the particulars of the prefents fent ™
by the EMPEROR OF THE WorLp;’’ alluding to
the name of ALLUMGIRE, which Aurungzebe had
affumed, ¢ The Emprror oF THE WORLD to
the MasTER oF Persial” A general murmur
fpread around ; they all turned their eyes upon

Tirbiet. That lord began to fear for his “Fej
¢ aln
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A.D. and Abas faw bis confternation. ¢ Hence, from
1% my prefence,” faid he, * though I own not the
vos5. title of Aurungzébe to the World, I admit his
S claim to your fervice. Tell the impious fon, the
inhuman brother, the murderer of his family,
that though his crimes have rendered him maf-
ter of Hindoftan, there is {till a lord over Perfia,
who detefts his duplicity and defpifes his power.
Hence with thefe baubles ; let him purchafe with
them the favour of thofe who are not fhocked at
guilt like his; but Abas, whofe hands are clean,
thudders at the iniquity of a prince covered with
the blood of his relations.”
Theem-  Tirbiet retired from the prefence, and wrote
fenvours letters to Aurungzébe.  The emperor of Perfia,
movainin the mean time, ordered every neceffary pre-
paration for war. The troops ftationed on the
{kirts of the empire were commanded to affem-
ble; new levies were made; and a general ar-
dour for an invafion of India ran through all the
Perfian dominions. Aurungzébe, upon receiv-
ing the letters of Tirbiet, wrote an immediate
anfwer to that lord. He laid the whole blame
on the inadvertence and ignorance of a clerk in
office ; declaring, in she moft folemn manner,
that he never meant an afiront to the illuftrious
houfe of Sefi. * The title of Allumgire,” faid
he, ¢ is adopted from an ancient cultom, pre-
valent among the pofterity of Timar. It is only
calculated to imprefs fubjeGs with awe, not to
infult independent princes. The prefents, which
I fent, are the beft teftimony of my refpe& for
Shaw Abas; but if that prince is bent on war,
I am ready to meet him on my frontiers with an
army. ‘ibough I love peace with my neigh-
bours, I will not proftrate my dignity before
their ungovernable paflions.” :

Abis,
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Abas, whofe choleric difpofition was almoft A. n.
always inflamed with wine, would not admit ‘1_5]‘.55-
Tirbiet into his prefence. He fent an order to m:,-%'.
that lord to depart his dominions; and his am- "~/
baflador was to be the meflenger of the unalter- to appeafe
able refolves of Abds to Aurungzébe. That 5
prince, when he had firlt received the letters of
Tirbiet, called his fon Shaw Allum, with twenty
thoufand horfe, from the Decan. He ordered
him immediately to the frontiers, to watch the
motions of Perfia. Abis, in the mean time,
having colle&ted his army, to the number of
eighty thoufand, with an immenfe train of artil-
lery, advanced, at their head, into Choraflan.

Shaw Allum was reinforced by all the troops of
the northern provinces. He, however, received
ftrict orders from his father, not to rifque the
iflue of a general adtion ; but to harafs the enemy
in his march. He himfelf made preparations to
take the field. An accident, however, happen-
ed, which threw him into great perplexity, and
ftopt his progrefs. '

Amir Chan, the Imperial governor of the pro- Spies feiz-
vince of Cabul, having feized four Tartars who "
had been fent as fpies by Shaw Abas, to explore
the ftate of the frontiers of India, fent them pri-
foners to Delhi. The emperor delivered them
over for examination ro Alimad, one of his prin-
cipal nobles. Alimad, having carried the Tartars
to his own houfe, began to afk them gqueftions
concerning their commifiion from the king of
Perfia. They remained filent, and he threatened
them with the torture. One of them immediately
fnatched a fword from the fide of one of Alimad’s
attendants 3 and, with one blow, laid that lord
dead at his feet. ‘Three more, who were in the
room, were flain. The Tartars arming them-

{elves with the weapons of the dead, 1ﬂ'ue¢.l forth,

Vor. IIL Ll difperfed
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A. D, difperfed themfelves in the crowd, and, notwith.
165 ftanding all the vigilance, activity, and promifes
L;E of Aurungzébe, they were never heard of more.
*=—r—="Lhe emperor, naturally fufpicions, began to [up-
pofe that the Perfian nobles in his fervice had ie-
creted the fpies. He became dark and cautious,
placing his emiffaries round ‘the houfes of thofe
whom he moft fufpected
Aleter 1 Advices, in the mean time, arrived at Delhi,
ci. V" that ‘Abfs, baving finithed his preparations, was
: in full ‘march, with a well-appointed army,
toward India. A letter was intercepted from
that prince to Jaffier, the vifier, a Perfian by
defcent. It appeared from the letter, that a con-
fpiracy was formed by all the Perfian nobility in
the fervice of India, to betray Aurungzébe into
thie hands of the enemy, fhould he take the field.
The emperor was thrown into the utmoft per-
plexity.  His rage, for once, got” the better of
his prudence. ' He gave immediate orders to the
efty-guards, to furround all the houfes of the
Perfian nobility. He iflued forth, at the fame
time, a proclamation, that none of them thould
fiir abroad upon pain of death. He called the
Mogul lords to a council ; he fecured their fide-
lity, by reprefenting to them the urgency of the
danger; and, contrary to his ufual coolnefs and
moderation, he fwore, by the living God, that
fhould he find that there was any truth in the
confpiracy, he would put every one of the Per.
fian nobility to the fword.
whch oc- - "The  proclamation  was fearce promulgated,
g';if“g when Tirbiet arrived from Perfia,' He prefented
bimfelf before the emperor; and informed him,
that at his departare he had been called before
"Shaw Abés. « That prince, afier -venting his rage
-againit. Aurungzébe in very difrefpectiul terms,
«concluded ' with telling - the ambaflador, That as
waltogi | his
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his mafter might foon be in want of fwift horfes A. D,
to fly from his refentment, he had ordered for 6%
him three hundred out of the Imperial ftables, .‘i,‘é
whofe fpeed would anfwer the expe@ations of =~
his fears. ¢¢ We fhall foon have occafion to

try,”” added Abas, ¢ whether this CoNnQueror

oF THE WoRrLD can defend the dominions which

he has ufurped in Hindoftan.”” Aurungzébe was
enraged beyond meafure. He commanded that

the horfes, as a dreadful denunciation of his
wrath, fhould be killed before the gates of the
conlpirators.  The troops, at the fame time, were
ordered to {tand to their arms, in the feven mili-

tary ftations, and to wait the fignal of maflacre,
which was to be dilplayed over the gate of the
palace. '

A general confternation fpread over the whole 2 general

city. The people retired to their houfes; and s
the ftreets were deferted. A panic feized all;
they faw a dreadful tempeft gathering; and they
knew not where it was to fall. An awful filence,
as a prelude to the ftorm, prevailed. The Per-
fians were: numerous. and warlike; the emperor
implacable and dark. The eyes and ears of men
were turned to every quarter. The doors were
all fhut. There was a kind of filent commotion ;
a dreadful interval of fufpence. Ideal founds
were taken for the fignal of death ; and the timo-
rous feemed to hug themfelves in the vifionary
fecurity of their houles. The Perfians had, in
the mean time, collected their dependents. They
ftood armed in the courts before their refpective
houfes, and were prepared to defend their lives,
or to revenge their deaths with their valour.

Things remained for two days- in. this awful at Delui,
fitvation.  Aurungzébe himfelf became, for the
firlt time, irrefolute. He was alike fearful of

granting pardon and of infliting punifhment.
Ela There
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There was danger on both fides; and his inven-
tion, fertile as it was in expedients, could point
out no refource. He endeavoured, by promifes

“——— and fair pretences, to get the principals into his

Advice of
the Mogul
lords

hands. But they had taken the alarm, and no
one would truft himfelf to the clemency of an en-
raged defpot. Upon the firlt intelligence of the
conlpiracy, the emperor wrote to his fifter Jeha-
nara, who refided at Agra, to come with all ex-
pedition to Delhi. ThePerfian nobles, he knew,
had been attached to Shaw Jehan, to whofe fa-
vour they had owed their promotion in the em-
pire; and he hoped that they would liften to the
advice of the favourite daughter of the prince
whom they loved. He himfelf remained, in the
mean time, fullen and dark: he [poke to none,
his whole foul being involved in thought.

Taér and Cubad, two of the moft powerful,
molt popular, and refpeétable of the Mogul no-
bles, prefented themfelves, at length, before the
emperor. They reprefented to him, that it would
be both unjuit and impolitic to facrifice the lives
of fo many great men to bare fufpicion ; for that
no proofs of their guilt had hitherto appeared,
but from the hands of an enemy, who might
have devifed this method to fow divifion and dif-
fenfion in a country which he propofed to invade.
That the Perfian nobles had become powerful in
the ftate from their high military commands, their
great wealth, the immenfe number of their fol-
lowers ; that the common danger had united
them ; that the attack upon them would not
prove a maffacre, buta civil war. That the Patan
nobility, warlike, numerous, difaffe¢ted, {till
hankering after their ancient domination of which
they had been deprived by the folly of their
princes, as much as by the valour of the Mo-
guls, would not fail to throw their weight into

the
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the fcale of the Perfians; and, upon the whole,
they were of opinion, that peaceable meafures
fhould be adopted toward domeftic traitors, at
leaft till the danger of foreign war fhould be
removed.

The arguments of the two lords had their due
weight with the emperor. He declared himfelf
for lenient meafures; but how to effe& a recon-
ciliation, with honour to himfelf, was a matter
of difficulty. The princels Jehanara arrived, in
the mean time, from Agra. She had travelled
from that city to Delhi, on an elephant, in lefs
than two days, though the diftance is two hun-
dred miles. Her brother received her with joy.
After a fhort conference, fhe prefented herfelf,
in her chair, at the door of the vifier’s houfe.
The gates were immediately thrown open; and
fhe was ufhered into the apartments of the women,
The vifit was a mark of fuch confidence, and fo
great an honour in the eyes of the vifier, that,
leaving the princefs to be entertained by the
ladies, he haftened, without even feeing her him-
{elf, or waiting for her requeft to the emperor.
When he entered the hall of audience, he prof-
trated himfelf before the throne. Aurungzébe
defcended, took him in his arms, and embraced
him in the moft friendly manner. He then put
the letter, which was the caufe of the difturbance,
in the vifier’s hand.

Jaffier, with a countenance exprefiing that fere-
nity which accompanies innocence, ran over the
letter, Aurungzébe marking his features as he
read. He gave it back, and pofitively denied
his ever having given the leaft reafon to Shaw
Abis for addrefling him in that manner. He ex-
patiated on his own fervices ; upon thofe of his
anceftors, who had refided in Hindoftan ever

fince the time of the emperor Humaioon. e
reprefented
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reprefented the improbability of his entertain-
ing any defigns againft a prince, who had raifed
him to the firft rank among his fubjeds, and had
left him nothing to hope or to wifl for, bur the
continuance of bis favour and the fability of his
throne.  He concluded with a pertinent quellion :
“ What could 1 expe&t in Perfia equal to the
high office of vifier in Hindoftan? Let my coin-
mon fenfe be an argument of my innocence ; and
let not the emperor, by an opinion of my guilr,
declare to the world that I am deprived of rea-
fon.”

Aurungzebe was convinced by fhe fpeech of
Jatier ; and he wondered from whence had ‘pro-
ceeded bis own fears. By  way of doing him
honour, he ordered him to be clothed with a
magnificent drefs; at the fame tme direfting him
to command all the Perlian nobles to make their
immediate appearance in the hall of audience.
When they were all affembled, the emperor
mounted the throne; and, after they had paid
the ufual compliments, he addreffed them in a
long fpeech. He excufed his proceedings by

_reading the letter of AbAs; and he reproved

them gently for their contumacy in not obeying
his orders.  He argued, that the power of a mo-
narch ceafes when his commands are difputed ;
and, that the indignity thrown upon him by their
dilobedience, touched him more than their fup-
poled treafon. << But,” continued he, ¢ a
prince, though the reprefentative of God, is
liable to error and deception. To own that 1
have been partly in the wrong, carries in itfelf

- an excufe for you. Torget my miftake; and I

promife to forgive your obftinacy. Reft fatif-
fied of my favour, as I am determined to rely
vpon your gratitude and loyalty. My father,
and even mylelf, have made you what you

are;
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are; let not the hands which raifed you fo high, a. n.
repent of the work which they have made.” 1664

The fpeech of the emperor feemed to be well 2-%
received by all the Perfians, excepting Mahom- >
med Amin, the fon of the famous' Jumla. That Infolence
lord, haughty and daring in his difpofition, was ‘(’fh"j"“i“ j
diffatisfied with the condué of the vilier, hart e
at - the fubmifiion of bis countrymen, and
piqued at the emperor’s latter words.  He looked
fternly upon ' Aurungzébe; and faid, ina {corn-
ful manner, ¢ Since you have been pleafed
to pardon us for offences which we did not
commit ; we can do no lefs than forget the
errors which you have made.”’ The emperor,
pretending that he did not hear Amin difiintt-
ly, ordered him to repeat his words; which
he did 1wic#:in a haughty and high tone of
voice. The eyes of Aurungzébe kindled with
rage.  He feizéd a fword, which. lay by his fide
on the throne.' He looked around to fee, whe-
ther any of the nobles prepared to refent ‘the
affront offered to:his dignity. « They ftood ‘in
filent: altonifhment. ~He fat down ; and his fury
beginning to 'abate, he talked “to the vifier
about the beft: manner of cairying on the: Perr
fian war. - LS

The minds of the people being fettled from Asrng=
the expe&ed difturbances, Aurungzebe  pre+ me field.
pared to take the field. The army had already
affembled in the neighbourhood of Delhi; and
the Imperial tents were pitched on the road
toward the north. e marched in 2 few days
at the> head of a great force; but the ftorm
which: :he ' feared,  diflipated without falling.
When he 'was: within a few miles of Lahore,
exprefles arrived from his fon, who commanded
the ‘army rof obfervation on the fronllers of
Perfia, with intelligence that Shaw Abas, who

a
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A p. had languithed for fome time under a neglefted

1966 difeafe, expired in his camp on the twenty-

106, fifth of September. This accident, of which

~——~ a more ambitious monarch than Aurungzébe

might have taken advantage, ferved only to

change the refolutions of that prince from war.

He confidered that nature feemed to have de-

figned the two countries for feparate empires,

from the immenfe ridge of mountains which

divide them from one another, by an almoft
impafiable line.

Deathand . Shaw AbAs was a prince of abilities, and,

Suser when rouzed, fond of expedition, and delight-

Abas, ing in war. He was juft in his decifions,

mild in his temper, and affable in his conver-

fation. Deftitute of prejudices of every kind,

he made no diftintion of count#es, none of

fyftems of religion. He encouraged men of

worth of every nation; they had accefs to his

perfon, he heard and redrefled their grievances,

' and rewarded their merit. He was, however,

jealous of his prerogative, and he was deter-

mined to be obeyed. He could forgive the

guilty, upon being convinced of their contri-

tion; but an infult on his dignity he would

never forgive. His pafions were naturally

ftrong; he broke often forth like a flafh of

lightning ; but when he was moft agitated, a

calm was near; and he feemed to be afhamed

of the trifles which rufffed his temper. He

loved juftice for its own fake; and though his

excefles in wine gave birth fometimes to folly,

they never gave rife to an a& of injuftice. He

was fond of the company of women; and his

‘love of wvariety produced the diftemper of
which he died.

Peacewith ~ Upon the death of Shaw Abis, his uncle re-

Perfia.  pmained in the command of the Perfian army.

He
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He fent 2 meflenger to Aurungzébe, acquainting a.p.

him of the death of his nephew ; and that he left 5%

bim to choofe either peace or war. The emperor yor.

returned for anfwer, That his own empire was =~

ample; and that all he wanted was to defend it

from infult and invafion. That the difrefpectful

words of AbAas vanithed with his life; for, con-

fcious of his own integrity and power, that he

neither feared the abufe, nor dreaded the arms

of any prince. He condoled with the family of

Sheick Sefi, for the lofs of a monarch, whofe

moft exceptionable aftion was his unprovoked

attempt upon India.  Aurungzébe, however,

left a powerful army on his frontiers. The Per-

fians might be induced to derive advantage from

the immenfe preparations which they had made;

and he refolved to truft nothing to their mode-

ration. The prince Shaw Allum was, in the

mean time, recalled to Delhi. The emperor,

full of circumf{pection and caurion in all his ac-

tions, was refolved to remove temptation from

his fon. He feared that anarmy, unemployed in

a foreign war, might be converted into an inltru-

ment of ambition at home. Shaw Allum copied

"his father’s moderation and felf-denial upon every

occafion, and he, therefore, was not to be

trufted. : :
During the alarm of the Perfian war, the tri- ;}iz’;ﬂr

butary fovereign of Bijapour began to fhew a dif- ™~

refpe&t for the Imperial mandates; and though

he did not abfolutely rebel, his obedience was full

of coldnefs and delay. Dilére Chan, by orders

from the court of Delhi, led an army againit the

refrattory tributary. Ile laid wafte the country,

and befieged the prince in his capital. Adil Shaw

was foon reduced to extremities for want of pro-

vifions ; and he was upon the point of furrender-

ing himfelf at difcretion, when orders ar?v.c;-:ll
: ro
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from  the emperor, in the camp of Dilére, to
break up the fiege, and to return immediately

_with the army to Delhi.  Thefe unfeafonable or-

S~ ders proceeded from the jealoufy of Shaw Allum.

Iﬁeﬁgrf.‘: of

the prince
Shaw Al-
lum

to rebel s

He knew thar Dilére was in the interelt of his
younger brother ; and he was afraid that a con-
quelt of fuch fplendor would give him too much
weight in' the empire. He had infinuated, -there-
fore, to his father, that Dhlére had entered into
a treafcnable correfpondence with thie' enemy.
Aurungzébe was deceived; and the fiege was
raifed. 2

Shaw Allum, who had returned to the Decan,
refided in the city of Aurungabad. Todifappoint
Dilére in his prolpect of fame, was not the only
view of the prince. He meditated a revolt, and
he was afraid of Dilére. His father’s orders were
favourable to his wifbes. Tle had received in-
fiructions from court to feize the perfon of the
fufpedted lord, fhould he fhew any marks of dif-
affetion ; or to fubdue him by force of arms,
fhould he appear refraftory. Thus far the defigns
of Shaw Allum fucceeded. 'Dilére, apprized of
the prince’s fchemes, broke up ‘the fiege, though
with regret, as the piace was on the point of fur-
rendering. He moved toward Delhi, with a dif-

.appointed army of thirty thoufand Patan horfe,

and the like number of infantry. .

Dilére arriving within fix miles of ‘Auvrunga-
bad, encamped with his' army in an extenfive
plain.” ‘Lhe prince lay under the walls of that
city with eighty thoufand men. Dilére fent a
meffenger to Shaw Allum, excufing himfelf for
not waiting upon him' in perfon that evening;
but he promifed to prefent himfelf in the tent of
audience by the dawn of next morning. 'The
prince called a council of his principal ofhicers,
who had already fworn on the Coran to fupport

: him
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him with their lives and fortunes. The Maraja,
who was never happy but when he was hatching
mifchicl againt Aurungzibe, was prefent. This
prince propofed, that when Dilére came into the
prefence, they fhould lay open to him their whele
defign againft the emperor; that in cafe of his
appearing refrpdtory, he fhould inftanily be dil-
patched 2s a dangerous enemy. Though Shaw
Allum did not altogether approve of the Maraja’s
violence, he confented that 'Dilére fhould be
feized ;  and they broke up their deliberations
with that refolution,

Dilére, who was no firanger to the confpiracy,
fufpeéted the defign againft his perfon. He was
alfo informed, by his friends in the camp, that
the principal-officers were fhut up in council with
the prince. He firuck his tents in the night,
and, marching on filently, took a circuit round
the other fide of the city, and when morning ap-
peared, he was heard of above thirty miles from
Avurungabad, on the road to Delhi. The prince,
being informed of the flight of Dilére, was vio-
lently tranfported with rage. He marched fud-

“denly in purfuit of the fugitive ; but he was fo
mach retarded by his numbers, which, includ-
ing the followers of the camp, amounted to two
bundred thoufiand men, that in a few days, he
found that Dilére had outftripped him above
fifty miles. e felefted a part of his army, and
leaving the heavy baggage behind, continued the
purfuit with great vivacity. His officers did not,
however, {ccond the warmth of the prince. They
were afraid of the veteran troops of Dilére; and
threw every obftacle in the way which could re-
tard their own march.

Dilére, in the mean time, apprized Aurung-
zébe, by repeated exprefles, of the revolt of his

fon, The Imperial ftandard was immediately
erected
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A.D. erefted without the walls; and the emperor him-
;ffg' felf took the field the very day on which he re-
w78, ceived the letters. He took the route of Agra,
="~ with great expedition. He arrived in that city
in three days; and he immediately detached a
force to take pofleflion of the important pafs of
Narwar., Orders were, at the fame time, fent to
- Dilére to march to Ugein, the capital of Malava,
and there to join the troops of the province. Re-
inforced by thefe, he was directed to encamp be-
hind the Nirbidda, which divides the Decan from
the reft of India; and there to ftop the progrefs
of the prince. Dilére, with his ufual activity,
complied with the orders; and prefented formi-
dables lines, mounted with artillery, at the fords
of the river. :

Prince The prince, apprized of the ftrong pofition of
dehgns, Dilére, and the rapid preparations of Aurungzébe,
returned toward Aurungabad. He wrote, from
that city, letters to his father. He pretended
that he had only executed the orders of the em-
peror, in purfuing Dilére. Aurungzébe feemed
fatisfied with this excufe. His fon was formida-
ble, and he refolved, by degrees, to divelt him of
his dangerous power. A rebellion was thus
begun and ended without fhedding blood. The
art of the father was confpicuous in the fon.
They looked upon one another with jealouly and
fear; and it was remarkable, that when both
were in the field, and ready to engage, they
had carried their politenefs fo far as not to utter,
on either fide, a fingle word of reproach. The
emperor himfelf, notwithftanding his preparati-
ons, affected to fay to his nobles, that he was

perfetly convinced of the loyalty of his fon.
Dilere re- The true fentiments of Aurungzebe, however,
waséed:  appeared in the diftinguithing honours which he
beltowed on Dilére.  That lord had rendered
eminent
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eminent fervices to the empire. In his march to
the Decan againft Adil Shaw, he had reduced
fome refraltory Rajas in the mountains, who,
having joined in a confederacy, refufed to pay
their tribute. He deviated from his route into
the country of Bundela, and attacked, in his
territory, the Raja of Hoda. The fpoils of the
enemy made ample amends for the tribute which
had been with-held. Near two millions, in jewels
and coin, were remitted by Dilére to the Impe-
rial treafury. The tribute of the reduced princes
was increaled ; and the fuccefsful general himfelf
became rich at the expence of his foes. Au-
rungzébe added honours to his wealth ; and with-
out throwing any refletions on his fon, he pub-
licly thanked the man who had fo gallantly op-
pofed his defigns.

The general peace which had been eftablifhed
in the empire by the return of Shaw Allum to
his duty, was, in fome degree, difturbed by an
infurre@tion of the wild barbarians of the north.
The Afgan tribe of Eufoph Zehi, who poflefs
the heads of the Attoc and the Nildb, rufhed
down from their mountains like a torrent, wiih
thirty thoufand men. They fpread terror and
devaftation over all the plains of Punjab ; having
invefted their chief with the enfigns of royalty
under the name of Mahommed Shaw. This
prince, in the manifeftoes which be difperfed in
his march, averred his own defcent from Alexan-
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der the Great, and a daughter of the king of

‘Iranfoxiana. This genealogy was probably fa-
bulous ; but the Afgans have 'high claims on an-
tiquity. A literary people, like the Arabs, and,
by their mountains, their poverty, and the pe-
culiar ferocity of their manners, fecured from

conqueft, they have preferved among them many
records
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records of ancient authority, and undoubted cre-
dit.

Mahommed Shaw’s power of doing milchief was
lefs problematical than his high defcent. The news
of his ruinous progrels was carried to Aurung-
zébe. He ordered the governor of the adjoin-
ing diftri@s to harafs the enemy till troops fhould
march to his aid. The name of this officer was
Camil. Impatient of the infults of the enewmy,
he refolved to attack them with ten thoufand
Geikers, whom he had colle¢ted from their hills
round his {tandard. He directed his march to-
ward the ferry of Haran on the Nilib, with a
determined refolution to give battle to the rebels.
The Afgans, equally defirous of engaging, croiled
the river with ten thoufand of their belt troops,
and advanced impetuoufly againft Camil. Morad,
who commanded the van of the Imperial militia,
fell in, fword in hand, with the enemy before
they had formed. They were thrown into
confufion ; but they obftinately kept their ground,
and began to {urround Morad. Camil, in the
mean time, advanced with the main body. ‘the
battle became obftinate and doubtful. Mahom-
med bebaved with a fpirit worthy of his new
dignity. The reft of his army hafltened to his
relief; but before their arrival he was deteated,
and he involved the whole in his own flight.
The Nilab, unfortunately for the fugitives, was
four miles in their rear. They were purfued by
Camil to the banks. 'They plunged into the
river.  More were drowned than fell by the
fword. The reflt were diffipated ; and the infur-
rection feemed to be entirely qualbed.

Camil, after this fignal victory, entered the
country of the rebels with his army. The go-
vernor of Cabul had, in the mean time, ‘detached
five thoufand men, under his lieutenant Sh{l}lr:n-

il y
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fhir, to oppofe the Afgans. Camil fit down be- A D
fore theirfirong holds. They colleéted an army 1665, |
at the heads of their valleys, and marched down ‘7%
upon the Impetialiits. Their troops were now \—-—-.L-v
more numerous than before, but not lefs unfor-
tunate. They fell in, upon their march, with
Shumfhir, whofe army had been angmented to
fifteen thoufand. ‘The battle was obitinate ; and
the Afgans/derived their own defeatr from their
impetuous valour. Strangers to regularity and
command, they rufhed, without any form, into
the heart of the enemy, and being fingly over-
come, all at laft took to flight. They left fome
thoufands dead on the [pot: the furvivors diflipat-
ed themfelvesin their mountains.

The inbabitants of the plain country, who quathed.
dreaded the incurfions of thele rude mountaineers,
fent deputations to the emperor to requeft a
force fufficient to extirpate the rebels. In confe-
quence of this application, ten thoufand chofen
troops were ordered into the mountains, under
the condu& of Mahommed Amin, the paymaiter-
general of the forces. Camil and Shumthir, be-
fore his arrival, had joined their forces. They
marched up, through the principal valley, and
were met by a third army of Afgans. Therebels,
averle to the delays of war, offered battle upon
their firft appearance before the Imperialifts.
"The a&tion was bloody. Mahommed Shaw, the
pretended defcendant of Alexander, behaved with
a bravery not unworthy of his anceftor. -~ He led
his mountaineers repeatedly to the charge, Fired
with the gallant behaviour of their prince, they
were not to be driven from the ficld. The Im-
perialifts, having fuffered much, were upon the
point of giving way, when a report that the
prince was flain induced the common foldiers
among the rebels to fly. The officers were left

in
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A.n. in their pofts alone. They formed themfelves
:fi} in fquadrons; but they were furrounded, and
079. three hundred chiefs came into the hands of the
~——~ ¢nemy. The flower of the rebel army fell in
this ation. Amin, in the mean time arriving,
purfued the fugitives through all their almoft in-
acceflible vallies ; and levelled every thing with
the ground but the rocks, into which a few un-
fortunate Afgans found a refuge from the {words

of thevitors.
Ageneral . A general peace was now eftablifhed over all
peacss the empire. Aurungzébe, to whom bufinefs
was amufement, employed himfelf in making fa-
lutary regulations for the benefit of his fubjes.
He loved money, becaufe it was the foundation
of power ; and he encouraged induftry and com-
merce, as they encreafed his revenue. He him-
felf, in the mean time, led the life of a hermit,
in the midft ofa court, unequalled in its fplendour.
T'he pomp of ftate, he found, from experience,
was not neceflary to eftablifh the power of a prince
of abilities, and he avoided its trouble, as he
liked not its vanity. He however encouraged
magnificence among his officers at court, and his
deputies in the provinces. The ample allowance
granted tothem from the revenue, was not, they
were made to underftand, to be hoarded up for
their private ufe. ¢ The money is the property
of the empire,” faid -Aurungzébe ; ¢ and it muit
be employed in giving weight to thofe who exe-

cute its laws.”
Magnifi- 4D opportunity offered itfelf to his magnifi-
centrecep- cence and generofity in the beginning of the ele-
xingof  venth year of his reign. Abdallay king of the
Bucharia. Lefler Bucharia, lineally defcended from the
great Zingis, having abdicated the throne to his
fon Aliris, advanced into Tibet in his way to
Mecca. He fent a meflage to Aurungzébe, re-
quelting a permiffion for himfelf and bis retinue
fo
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to pafs through India. The emperor ordered a. .
the governor of Cafhmire to receive the royal j§eo-
pilgrim with all imaginary pomp, and to {upply 1079,
him with every article of luxury and convenience =~~~
at the public expence. The governors of dif-

tricts were commanded to attend Abdalla from
province to province, with all their followers.

The troops, in every place through which he

was to pals, were diretted to pay him all mili-

tary honours ; and, in this manner, he advanced

to Delhi, and was received by the emperor at

the gates of the city. Having remained feven
months in the capital, he was conduéted with the

fame pomp and magnificence to Surit, where he
embarked for Arabia.

Vour. 1if - Mm AURUNG-
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“CH AP VI

Obfervations—Education  of Eaftern princes—Ge-
nius of Aurungzebe— His attention to juftice—
Contempt of pomp—Aufterity—Clemency—Know-
ledge— Public buildings—Encouragement to letters
—Charity—Skill in war—Manly exercifes—
Continence— Acceffiblenc/s — Amufements— Cere-
monies  of reception—Creation of nobles—Bu-
Jinefs of the morning—noon—and evening——QOb-

Jerwvations.

ovena. 1 HOUGH Hiftory lofes half her dignity in
tions. defcending to unimportant particulars, when fhe
brings information, fhe cannot fail, even in her
moft negligent drefs, to pleafe. The fingular
good fortune and abilities of Aurungzébe ftamp
a kind of confequence on every circumftance,
which contributed to raife him to a throne, which
his merit deferved to poflefs without a crime.
The line of his public condu&, in rifing to the fum-
mit of ambition, has already been followed with
fome precifion; but his private life, which pre-
pared him for the greatnefs at which he had now
arrived, remains {till in the fhade, To bring for-

ward
1}
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ward the objets which have hitherto lain dif-
tant and dim behind, will heighten the features
of the pi€ure, and perhips recommend it to
thofe who with to fee the glare of great tranf-
attions tempered with anecdote.

The education of the natives of Afia is con-
fined ; that of young men of diftin&tion always
private. 'They are fhut up in the haram from
infancy till their feventh or eighth year ; or, if they
are permitted to come abroad, it is only under
the care of eunuchs, a race of men more efle-
minate than the women whom they guard. Chil-
dren, therefore, imbibe in early youth little fe-
male cunning and difimulation, with a tinéture
of all thofe inferior paffions and prejudices which
are improper for public life.  T'he indolence,
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Unfavour-
able edu-
cation

natural to the climate, is encouraged by example.

They loll whole days on filken fophas; they
learn to make nofegays of falle flowers with talte,
to bathe in rofe-water, to anoint themfelves with
perfumes, whillt the nobler faculties of the foul

lofe their vigour, through want of eultivation.
Princes are permitted, at ten years of age, to
appear in the hall of audience. A tutor attends
them, who impofes upon them no reftraint.
They receive little benefit from his inftrutions,
and they advance frequently into life without
having their minds embued with any confiderable
knowledge of letters. They are married to fome
beautiful woman at twelve, and it cannot be
fuppofed that a boy, in pofleffion of fuch an en-
chanting play-thing as a young wife, will give
much attention to the dry ftudy of grammar.
The abilities of the princes of the houfe of Ti-
mur, it muft be confefled, extricated, when they
advanced in life, their minds from the effeéts of
this ruinous mode of pafling youth. The moft
of them were men of letters, and given to in-
‘Mm 2 quiry 3

of eaftern
princes.
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quiry ; but their attention to the education of

their children, could not altogether fuperfede the
inherent prejudices o their country.

Early ge-  Shaw Jehan was extremely anxious in training

rungzebe. up his fons in all the literature and knowledge of

the Eaft. He delivered each of them into the

hands of men of virtue as well as of letters;

he raifed the tutors to dignities in the ftate, to

imprefs awe upon their pupils, and to induce

them to liften to their precepts. Aurungzcbe,

however, was not fortunate in his mafter. His

genius flew before the abilities of the teacher ;

and the latter, to cover his own ignoramnce, em-

ployed the a&ive mind of the prince in difficult

and unprofitable ftudies. Being naturally re-

markably ferious, he gave up his whole time to

" application. The common amufements of chil-

dren gave him no pleafure. He was frequently

known, whilft yet he was very young, to retire

from the puerile buffoonery of his attendants,

to the dry and difficult ftudy of the Perfian and

Arabic langZages. His affiduity prevailed over

the dullnefs of his tutor, and he made a progrels

_ far beyond his years. . '

o i Time bad eftablithed into an almoft indifpen-

tice; fible duty, that the emperor, with his afleffors,

the principal judges, was to {it for two hours every

day in the hall of juftice, to hear and decide

caufes. Shaw Jehdn, who took great delight in

promoting juftice, frequently exceeded the ufual

time. Aurungzébe, while yet but twelve years

of age, ftood conftantly near the throne; and

he made remarks, with uneommon fagacity, upon

the merits of the caufes which were agitated be-

fore his father. The emperor feemed highly

pleafed at abilities which afterwards ruined his

own power. He often afked the opinion of his

fon, for amufement, upon points of equity, ar}!}d

e
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he frequently pronounced fentence in the very
terms of Aurungzébe’s decifion.

When he was, in his early youth, appointed contempt
to the government of a province, he was obliged, :lf, ol
by his office, to imitate, though in miniature, the ry. VA
mode of the court. He had his hall of audience,
he prefided in his court of juftice ; he reprefented
royalty in all its forms, except in its pomp and
magnificence, to which the natural 5ufterity of
his manners had rendered him an enemy. He
exhibited, upon every occafion, an utter averfion
to flatterers: he admitted not, into his prefence,
men of diflolute manners. The firft he thought
infulted his judgment, the latter difgraced him
as the guardian of the morality, as well as of
the property, of the people. Muficians, dan-
cers, and fingers, he banifhed from his court, as
foes to gravity and virtue. Mimics, attors, and
buffoons, he drove from his palace, as an ufelefs
race of men. _ f

His drefs was always plain and fimple, He Aflcfs
wore, upon feftival days only, cloth of gold, e
adorned with jewels. He, however, changed his
drefs twice a-day, being remarkably cleanly in
his perfon. When he rofein the morning', he
plunged into the bath, and then retired for a
fhort time to prayers. Religion fuited the feri-
ous turn of  his mind ; and he ar laft became an
enthufiaft through habit. In his youth he never
ftirred abroad on Friday ; and fhould he happen
to be in the field, or on a hunting party, he ful-
pended all bufipefs and diverfions. Zealous for
the faith of Mahommed, he rewarded profelytes
with a liberal hand, though he did not chule to
perfecute thofe of different perfuafions in matters
of religion. i

He carried his aufterity and regard for morali- Hisaufe-
ty into the throne. He made ftriét laws againt jove

vices
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vices of every kind. He was fevere againft
adultery and fornication ; and againft a certain
unnatural crime, he iffued various edi®s. In
the adminifiration of juftice, he was indefatiga-
ble, vigilant, and exact. He fat almoft every
day in judgment, and he chofe men of virtue, as
well as remarkable for their knowledge in the
law, far hys afleflors.  When the caufe appeared
intricate, it was left to the examination of the
berich' of judges, in their common and ufual
court. ‘They were to report upon [uch caules as
had originated before the throne; and the em-
peror, aiter weighing their reafons with caution,
pronounced judgment, and determined the fuit.

In the courts of the governors of provinces,
and even often on the benches on which his depu-
ties fat in judgment, he kept fpies upon their
conduét.” Though thefe were known to exift,
their perfons were not known. The princes,
his fons, as well as the other viceroys, were in
conftant terror; nor durft they exercife the leaft
degree of oppreffion againft the. fubjet, as every
thing found its way to the ears of the emperor.
‘Lhey were turned out of their office upon the leaft
well-founded’ complaint ; and when they appear-
ed in the prefence, ‘the nature of their crime was
put in writing into their hands. Stript of their
eitates and honours, they were obliged to appear
every day at court, as an example to others ;
and after being punifthed for fome time in this
manner, according to the degree of their crime,
they were reflored to favour; the moft guilty
were banithed for life,

Capital punifhments were almoft totally un-
known under Aurungzébe. The adherents of his
brothers, who contended with him for the em-
pire, were freely pardoned when they laid down
their arms.  When they appeared in his prefence,
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they were received as new fubjedts, not as inve-
terate rebels. Naturally mild and moderate
through policy, he feemed to forget that they
had not been always his friends. When he ap-
peared in public, he clothed his features with a
complacent benignity, which pleafed all. Thofe
who had trembled at his name, from the fame
of his rigid juftice, when they faw him, found
themfelves at eafe. They could exprefs them-
felves, in his prefence, with the greateft freedom
and compofure. His affability gave to them confi-
dence ; and he fecured to himfelf their efteem
by the ftrit impartiality of his decifions.
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His long experiencein bufinefs, together with Know-
the acutenefs and retentivenefs of his mind, ren- !edze of

dered him mafter even of the detail of the affairs
of the empire. He remembered the rents, he
was thoroughly acquainted with the ufages of
every particular diftrit. Te was wont to write
down in his pocket-book, every thing that oc-
curred to him through the day. He formed a fyf-
tematical knowledge of every thing concerning
the revenue, from his notes, to which, upon eve-
ry neceffary occafion, he recurred. The gover-
nors of the provinces, and even the colletors in
the diftriés, when he examined either, on the
ftate of their refpective departments, were afraid
of mifreprefentation or ignorance. The firft
ruined them for ever; the latter turned them out
of their offices.

affairs.

His public buildings partook of the temper of vublic
his own mind. They were rather ufeful than buildings.

fplendid. At every ftage, from Cabul to Au-
rungabid, from Gnzerat to Bengal, through the
city of Agra, hebuilt houfes for the accommo-
dation of travellers. Thefe were mainrained at
the public expence. They were {upplied with
wood, with utenfils of cookery, with a certain

portion
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portion of riceand other provifions. The houfes
which his predeceflors had erected on by-roads,
were repaired ; bridges were built on the fmall
rivers ; and boats furnifhed {or pafling the large.
:;ﬁi‘:;m In all the principal cities of India, the empe-
wo letters. ror founded univerfities; in every inferior town
he erefed fchools. Malters, paid from the trea-
fury, were appointed for the inftru€ion of youth.
Men of known abilities, honour, and lcarning,
were appointed to examine into the progrefs
which the learners made, and to prevent indo-
lence and inattention in the malters. Many
houfes for the reception of the poor and maimed
were ereéted ; which were endewed with a reve-
nue from the crown. The emperor, in the mean
time, collected all the books which could be
found on every fubjeét ; and, after ordering many
“copies of each to be made, public libraries were
formed, for the convenience of learped men,
who had accefs to them at pleafure. e wrote
often to the learned in every corner of his domi-
nions, with his own hand. He called them to
court ; and placed them, according to their abi-
lities, in offices in the flate ; thole, who were
verfed in the commentaries on the Coran, were
raifed to the dignity of judges, in the different
courts of juftice.
Skiland  Aurungzébe was as experienced in war, as he
war ¢ M was in the arts of peace. Though his perfonal
courage was almoft unparalleled, he always en-
deavoured to conquer more by [tratagem than by
force. To fucceed by art threw honour upon
himfelf ; to fubdue by power acquired to others
famne. Such was his coolnefs in attion, that, at
the rifing and fetting fun, the times appointed
for prayer, he never neglected to attend to that
duty, though in the midft of battle. Devout

to
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to excels, he never engaged in altion without
praver ; and for every viftory, he ordered a day
of thankfgiving, and one of feftivity and joy.

In the art of writing, Aurungzébe excelled in Teanng
an eminent degree. He wrote many letters with
his own hand; he corre&ted always the diction
of his fecretaries. He never permitted a letter
of bufinels to be difpatched, without critically
examining it himfclf. He was verfed in the
Perfian and Arabic; he wrote the language of
his anceftors the Moguls, and all the various dia-
le@s of India. In his diGion he was concife and
nervous ; and he reduced all difpatches to a bre-
vity and precifion, which prevented all milcon-
firu&ion and perplexity.

Though not remarkable for his ftrength gi ok e
body, he was extremely active in the exercifes erifes.
of the field. He was an excellent aicher; he
threw the lance with grace; and he was fo good 2
horfeman, that few men durft follow him in the
chace. He underftood the ufe of fire-arms fo
well, that he fhot deer on full fpeed from his
horle. When he wandered over the country in
purinit of game, he did not forget the concerns
of the ftate. He examined the nature of the
foil, he enquired even of common labourers con-
cerning its produce. He underitood, and, there-
fore, encouraged agriculture. He iffued an edict,
that the rents fhould not be raiied on thofe
who, by their induftry, had improved their farms.
He mentioned, in the edi&, that fuch praice
was at once unjuft and impolitic ; that it checked
the fpirit of improvement, and impoverifhed the
flate: “ And what joy,” faid he, ¢ can Au-
rungzébe have in poflefiing wealth in the midft of
public diftrefs P

Though
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Though he entertained many women, accord-
ing to the cuftom of his country, it was only for
ftate. He contented himfelf with his lawful
wives, and thefe only in fucceflion; when one
either diedor became old. He fpent very little
time in the apartments of his women. He role
every morning at the dawn of day, and went
into the bathing-chamber ; which communicated
with a private chapel, to which he retired for
half an hour, to prayers. Returning into his
apartments from chapel, he fpent half an hour
in reading fome book of devotion; and then
went into the haram to drefs. He entered the
chamber of jultice generally about feven o’clock ;
and there fat with the judges, read petitions,
and decided caufes till nine. Juftice was dif-
penfed in a fummary manner; and rewards
and punifhments were immediate ; the difputes,
which were not clear, having been already
weighed by the judges in their own court,

The people in general had accefs into the cham-
ber of juftice; and there they had an opportunity
of laying their grievances and diftrefles before
their fovereign. Aurungzébe ordered always
a fum of money to be placed by his fide on the
bench ; and he relieved the neceflitous with his
own hand. Large fums were in this manner ex-
pended every day; and, as the court was open
to all, the unfortunate found, invariably, a re-
fource in the Imperial bounty.

The emperor retired at nine to breakfaft; and
continued for an hour with his family. He then
came forth into a balcony, which faced the great
fquare. He fat there to review his elephants,
which paffed before him in gorgeous caparifons.
He fometimes amufed himfelf with the battles of

tygers
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tygers and leopards, fometimes with thofe of gaz.-
zelles, elks, and a variety of ferocious animals.
On particular days, fquadrons of horfe paffed in
review. The fine horfes of his own ftables were
alfo brought, at times, before him, with all their
magnificent trappings, mounted by his grooms,
who exhibited various feats of horfemanthip.
The balcony in which he fat was called TE
PLACE OF Privacy, as it looked from the ha-
ram, and the ladies faw eyery thing from behind
their fcreens of gauze.

- An bour being fpent at this amufement, the
emperor, generally about eleven o’clock, made
his appearance in the great hall of audience.
There all the nobles were ranged before the
throne, in two lines, according to their dignity.
Ambafladors, viceroys, commanders of armies,
Indian princes, and officers, who had returned
from various fervices, were introduced in the fol-
lowing form: The Meer Hajib, or the lord in
waiting, ufhers each into the prefence. At the
diftance of twenty yards from the throne, the
perfon to be prefented is commanded by one of
the mace-bearers to bow three times very low;
raifing his hand each time from the ground to his
forehead, The mace-bearer, at each bow, calls
out aloud, that fuch a perfon falutes the EMPEROR
ofF THE WorLD. He is then led up, between
the two lines of the nobles, to the foot of the
fteps which afcend to the throne; and there the
fame ceremony is again performed. He then
moves flowly up along the fteps, and, if he is a
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His mode
of receiv-

ing

man of high quality, or much in favour, he is-

permitted to make his offering to the emperor
himfelf, who touches one of the gold roupees;
and it being laid down, the lord of the privy-
purfe receives the whole. The emperor fome-
e times
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times {peaks to the perfon introduced: when he
does not, the perfon retires, keeping his face
toward the fovercign, and performs the fame
ceremonies at the fame places as before.
and creat-  The introdultion of an officer, when he is
*b“lss*_““ "°- raifed into the rank of Omrahs, is the lame with
that already defcribed. When he retires from
the fteps of the throne, the emperor gives his
comumnands aloud to clothe him with a rich drefs,
ordering a fum of money, not exceeding a lack
of roupees, to be laid before him. He is, at the
fame time, prelented with two elephants, one
male and one female, caparifoned, two horfes
with rich furniture, a travelling bed elegantly
decorated, a comglete drefs, if once worn by his
Imperial majelty the more honourable, a fword
ftudded with diamonds, a jewel for the front of
bis turban. The enfligns of his rank are allo
laid - before him; fifes, drums, colours, filver
maces, filver bludgeons, {pears, the tails of pea-
cocks, filver fith, filver dragons, with his titles
engraved, with a parchment containing his patent
of dignity, and the Imperial grant of an eftate.
Thebufi-  The hall of audience in the city of Delhi, was
:fii,?ifngc called Chelfittoon, or Hall of Forty Pillars, as
the name imports. In the fquare which opened
to the hall, the cavaliers, or foldiers of fortune,
who wanted to be employed in the Imperial fer-
vice, prefented themielves completely armed on
hotfeback, with their troop of dependents. The
emperor fometimes reviewed them; and, after
they had exhibited their feats of military dexterity
before him, they were received into pay. The
Manfebdars, or the lower rank of nobility, pre-
fented themfelves in another [quare; artizans,
with their moft curious inventions, occupied a
third, and they were encouraged acgerding to the
utility
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utility and elegance of their work. The huntl-
men filled a fourth court. They prefented their
game, confifting of every fpecies of animals and
beafts commmon in the empire.

Aurungzébe, about one o’clock, retired intonoon, and
the Guflel China, or bathing-chamber, into which Svening.
the great officers of ftate were only admitted.
There affairs of inferior concern, fuch as the dil-
pofal of offices, were tranfalted. At half paft
two o’clock, he retired into the haram to dine.
He {pent an hour at table, and then, in the hot
feafon, flumbered on a fopha for half an hour.
He generally appeared at four, in the balcony
above the preat gate of the palace. A mob of all
kinds of people affembled there before him ; fome
to claim his bounty, others, to prefer complaints
againft the officers of the crown. He retired at
fix, into the chapel to prayers; and, in half an
hour, he entered the Guilel Chana, into which,
at that hour, the members of the cabinet were
only admitted. He there took their advice upon
all the important and fecret affairs of government ;
and from thence orders were iffued to the various
departments of the flate. He was often detained
till it was very late in this council, as converfa-
tion was mixed with bufinefs; but about nine,
he generally retired into the haram.

Such is the manner in which Aurungzébe com- Obferva-
monly paffed his time; but he was not always re- ton-
gular. He appeared not fome days in the cham-
ber of juftice; and other days there was no pub-
lic audience. When the particular bufinefs of
any department required extraordinary attention,
that of others was from neceflity poftponed. Par-
ticular days were fet apart for auditing the ac-
counts of the officers of the revenue, fome for re-

viewing the troops; and fome were dedicated to
feftivity.
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feftivity. Though Aurungzébe bore all the
marks of an enthufiaft in his private behaviour,
he did not ftop the progrefs of bufinefs by many
days of thankfgiving ; for he often declared, that,
without ufing the means, it were prefumptuous
to hope for any benefit from prayer.

APPEN-
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ADVERTISEMENT.

T H E nature of a government is beft under-
ftood from the power which it communicates to
its officers. The author of the preceding Hiftory
has thought proper to fubjoin to his Work
the forms of commiflions granted by the empe-
ror to his fervants in the provinces. They will
ferve to juftify his obfervations on the policy of
the Imperial houfe of Timur, who were too jea-
lous of their own authority to commit their
power, without refervation, to the hands of their
deputies. The Delpot derived the ftability of his
throne from the opinion which: the people form-
ed of his paternal care of their happinefs and
profperity. Wanton oppreflion is an aét of folly,
not of true defpotifm, which leaves to mankind
a few rights, which render them worthy of being
commanded.
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NUMBER" L
TENOR OF A NABOB’S FIRMAN,

THE mandate of the emperor, the fhadow of
God, from the fource of his bounty and favour,
ifflues forth like the world-enlightening fun;
conferring upon the moft refpetted of nobles,
the pillar of the empire, the ftrength of fortune, the
pattern of true greatnefs, Mubariz-ul-dien Chan
Bahadur, the high office of Lord of the Subadary,
commander and governor of the province of
Allahabad, giving into his hands the full power
of contracting, diffolving, appointing and dif-
mifling, as he fhall think proper and neceffary
in that province. But notwithftanding we have
many proofs of his juftice, humanity, experience

Vor IIL N n and
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and valour, he muft conform to the fcope and
meaning of the following direftions, nor permit
the minutelt article of them to pafs unobferved.

He muft watch over the fafety and happinefs
of that country, taking particular care that the
weak fhall not be opprefled by the ftrong, nor
in any manner dilpoflefled of thofe tenements
which have been long occupied by themfelves and
their progenitors.

He fhall make the ufages of the country, and
the rights of the fubje@ his ftudy, and fhall be
accountable for the revenues to commiffaries of
the royal exchequer, after a deduétion of the
neceflary expences of the province, and what
thall be received by the agents of Jagueerdars.

He fhall punifh fuch as refufe to pay the ufual
duties and ftipulated rents, as an example to
others ; and he fhall, from timeto time, and

.repeatedly, tranfmit an account of all his tranfacti-

ons to the prefence.

Be it known unto all Mutafiddys, Crories,
Jagueerdars, Zemindars, Canongoes, Choudries,
Muckuddums and Ryots, that this moft refpected
of nobles is created Lord of the Subadary, that

they
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they may not on any account difpute his juft
commands, and that they fhall fubje&t themfelves
to his authority. And fhould any Jagueerdar,
Zemindar, or others, refufe to comply with his
jult orders or demands, he fhall difpoflefs them
of their lands, and fend a particular account of
their behaviour to court, that we may judge of
the fame, and, if thought proper, fend others
from the prefence to fupply their places. In this
proceed according to order, nor deviate from it.

NUMBER IL

A DEWAN’S COMMISSION.

AS it is fome time fince the particular ac-
counts of the colletions and difburfements of the
province of Moultin, have been tranfmitted to
the Imperial prefence, we have reafon to fufpect
that it is owing to the negligence of the prefent
Dewan, On that account, we have thought
proper to appoint the moft ceconomical and exact
of our fervants, the experienced in bufinefs Chaja
Abdul Aftir, to the office of Dewan, from the
commencement of the enfuing term. He is there-

N n 2 fore
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fore commanded to proceed in that bufinefs, ac-
cording to the eftablithed rules and cuftoms;
to infpeét the colle@ions of the Malajat and
Sairjat of the royal lands, and to look after the
Jagieerdars, and in general all that belongs to
the royal revenues, the amount of which he is to
fend to the public treafury, after the grofs ex-
pences of the province are difcharged according
to the ufual eftablifhment ; the particular account
of which, heis at the fame time to forward to
the prefence, as well as the accounts of the for-
mer Dewan. He is commanded to treat the
Ryots with mildnefs and humanity, that they
may employ themfelves without difturbance in
their buildings, cultivation, and other occupations 3
that the province may flourifh and increafe in wealth
from year to year, under our happy government.
Let all officers of the revenues, Crories, Canon-
goes, and Jagicerdars of the above-mentioned pro-
vince, acknowledge the aforefaid as Dewan by our
royal appointment, and they are commanded to be
accountable to him for all that appertains to
the Dewanny, and to conceal nothing from him ;
to {ubjet themfelves to his’ juft commands, in
every thing that is agreeable to the laws, and
tending to the profperity and happinefs of our

realms.
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realms. In this proceed according to the tenor,
nor deviate from it.

NUMBER Il

TENOR OF A JAGIEER.

THE illuftrious mandate, neceflary to be
obeyed, iffues forth' commanding, That the fum
of thirty lacks of Déms, arifing from different
lands in the Pergunna of Chizer.abid, poflefled
by the flower of nobility Mirza Feridon Beg, is
from the commencement of the firlt harvelt of
the prefent year, confirmed and fettled in Jagieer
upon the moft favoured of fervants attending the
royal prefence, Muckirrib Chan Bahadur. Let
all Chowdries, Canongoes and tenants who have
any concern with, or who occupy the above-
mentioned lands acknowledge him as Jagurdir,
and pay unto him, or his agents, the ufual rents
belonging to the Dewanny without delay or re-
fufal; and let the balances that may be due at
that term be difcharged to the former incumbent.
In this matter let there be no obftruction, and let
it proceed according to the order.

N U M-
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NUMBER IV.

A FIRMAN GRANTING LANDS TO 4
ZIMINDAR.

ON this aulpicious day, the Firman that com-
municates joy and happinefs is iffued forth. We
bave, of our royal grace and favour, conferred up-
on the learned, deyout and experienced Shech Sadi,
and his children, the extent of two thoufand
bigahs of arable land, in the Pergunna of By-
ram-poor, in the Slrcar of Kinnoge, for his be-
nefit and fubﬁ[’tence, free of colleétion, to com-
mence from the beginning of the autumnal fea-
fon of the prefent 'yca_r_'; that he may appropri-
ate the produce of that eftate to his own ufe,
and exigencies - from feafon to feafon, and from
year to year, and continue to pray for the happi-
neis and permanence of our reign. - Let the
lords and public officers of that country, aflign
the above-mentioned quantity of land, in a good
foil, well meafured, and properly terminated,
nor afterwards, upon any account whatever, make
any encroachments upon him ; nor charge him

with



APPENDIX

with rents, cuftoms, entrance money, yearly
prefent, meafurement, &c. charges and impofts
of the Dewanny, nor for the dues of the empire.
For it is our pleafure that he fhall enjoy our
bounty free and unmolefted, nor be troubled
from time to time for confirmations of this Fir-
man. Proceed according to the order, nor de-
part from it,

NUMBER V.

THE TENOR OF A _C.AZI’S FIRMAN.

The Order that iffues forth like Fate.

AS in the number of our aufpicious defigns,
it is proper that the people of God fhould be
conduéted from the dark and narrow paths of
error into the dire& road of truth and reafon,
which intention can only be accomplifhed,
when an upright and devout judge, vefted with
his powers, fhall be eftablifhed in every city and
country, to unfold the doors of virtue and

juftice,
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jultice, before the facesof wicked and defigning
men.

"The laudable qualifications being found in the
difpofition of the learned in the laws, the exten-
five in knowledge, Eas-ul-dien-Mahommed ; we
bave, on that account, favoured him with the
high and refpeétable office of Cazi of the city
of Cabul, commanding him—To give the necef-
fary application to that duty—To obferve the
eltablifhed courfe of the noble law in his enqui-
ries—To pafs judgment in all difputes, and ar-
bitrations according to the fame noble law, nor
permit the fmalleft differences in the cafe to pafs
unobferved—To regulate his proceedings in fuch
a clear and diltin& manner, as if to-morrow
were the day of examination on which every
a@tion mult anfwer for itfelf.

-

Be it known to all rulers, and officers, and
people, public and private, that the aforefaid
learned in the law, is confirmed Cazi of the
above-mentioned city of Cabul; that they fhall
pay him all due refpet, and revere his decifions
totally and particularly, paying all due obedi-
ence to his orders, by fuch officers as he fhall ap-
poi_nt for cxecuting the laws: receiving fuch of

his
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his words as are agreeable to the noble law into
the ears of their underftanding. In this bufinefs
proceed according to order, and let none oppofe
ir.

NUMBER VL

TENOR OF A CUTWAL’S FIRMAN.

AS 2 particular account of the capacity, ex-
perience and bravery of Mahommed Bakar, hath
reached our high and facred prefence, We have,
of our royal favour confirmed, and appointed him
Cutwal of the city of Dowlatabad. He is com-
manded fo make the practice of fidelity and
truth his ftudy, that he may be enabled to ex-
ecute the duties of his office with propriety. He
is to take care that the guards and watches of
that city be firictly kept, that the inhabitants
may be fecured and proteéted in their perfons
and property, that they may blefs our happy
reign, and pray for its duration.

He is to ufe his utmoft endeavours that no

thieves, gamblers, or other mifcreants fhall make
their
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their appearance, and that no nuifances fhall be
permitted to remain in the ftreets, or before the
door of any perfon. That no infidious old wo-
men, pimps or jugglers, who lead the wives
and daughters of honeft men into the ways of
evil, be tolerated, but have their hands fhortened
from fuch iniquitous praitices. That he will. as
much as pofiible, prevent foreitalling of grain,
provifions, and other things, that the markets
may be kept low, nor the people fuffer from
any combinations amongft the Bunias. What
events may arife of a particular nature, he is
tofend a true and faithful account of them to
the prefence.

Be it known unto all Mutafiddies, and officers,
and all men, publicand private, of the above-
mentioned city, that the aforefaid Mahommed
Bakar, is confirmed and appointed Cutwal, and
that all quarrels and vexatious difputes which
may arife in that city, fhall be referred to his
decifion, and that they fhall fubmit to his arbitra-
tion, according to the eftablithed cuftoms of the
empire. Let this bufinefs be proceeded on ac-
cording to order, and let none oppofe it.

N U M-
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NUMBER VII

COMMISSION OR PERWANNA FOR A CARRKUN OR
CHIEF OF A DISTRICT.

TO all Chowdries, Canongoes, Muckuddums
and others of the Pergunna of Noor-poor, be it
known, That we have appointed the chofen in
office, the fervant of the faithful, Kinwir Ram,
to the office of Cirkun of the above-mentioned
Pergunna. They are therefore to acknowledge
him as fuch, and to make him acquainted with
every general and particular tranfadtion in fettling
or colle&ting of which, he is to keep an exa&
and faithful daily regifter, which muft be attefted
by the Shackdar, Chowdries and Canongoes of the
Pergunna, and tranfmitted regularly every quarter
to the royal exchequer. Heis to take care that
the ancient ufages and cuftoms of the Pergunna
fhall not be violated, nor any new impofts or other
innovations be permitted, and to examine the
books of the above-mentioned Shackdars, Chow-
dries and Canongoes from time to time, that they
are regularly kept. He is to receive his own pay
from the Fotadir of the Pergunna. He is to
demean himfelf with moderation, juftice and in-
tegrity, that he may be beloved and refpected.

In

445
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In this bufinefs proceed according to order,
without variation.

NUMBER VIL
COMMISSION OR PERWANNA FOR A CRORIE.

TO all Chowdries, Canongoes, Muckuddums
and Ri6ts of the Pergunna of Rehimabad, be it
known. Since by the mandate that fubjetts the
world, and is refulgent as the fun, the office of
Crorie of the faid Pergunna is conferred upon
Chaja  Mahommed Mauzum; from the com-
mencement of next term, they are commanded
to acknowledge him as fuch, and to be account-
able to him for the ufual rents and eftablifhed
rights of the Dewanny from term to term, and

from year to year, without fcruple or refufal,
nor in any manner oppofe his authority in the
juft execution of his duty in all that refpeés the
royal revenues; nor conceal any thing general

or particular from him, that properly ought to
come under his cognizance. -

The above-mentioned is ordered to ftudy ceco-
Jnomy in his department, and to apply with dili-

gence
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gence to his duty, without permitting the minut-
elt tranfaction in that diftrict to pafs unobferved.
To behave with juftice and humanity to the Ridts,
that they may have no caufe of complaint, but be
enc.ouraged to apply themfelves diligently to their
various occupations, and that the annual col-
letions may increafe yearly,as well as the happinefs
of the inhabitants. He is from time to time to
lodge his collettions in the provincial treafury.
In this proceed according to the tenor, without
deviation.

N UMBER IX.

COMMISSION OF A FOTADAR OR TREASURER
OF A DISTRICT.

TO our honoured and faithful Mirza Abra-
him Crorie of the Pergunna of Mahommed-abid,
be it known : That as the office of Fotadar of
the above-mentioned Pergunna hath become va-
cant, We have been pleafed to appoint our trafty
and diligent fervant Jaffier Beg to that office.

You are therefore commanded to give into his
cuftody

447
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cuftody all the rents and cuftoms of the Dewanny
in that diftri&, and he fhall lodge it with care
in his treafury ; and you are to take his receipts,
which you are to fend monthly to the royal ex-
chequer, nor are you permitted to keep one Dam
of the revenues in your own hands after the
ftated periods, and you muft beware of treat-
ing any of his agents ill, which he may fend to
demand the colletions. And fhould there be
any deficiencies in his accounts, you are to be
anfwerable for the fame. Know this to be cone
firmed, nor deviate from the order.

CLO0SSARYT



[ 449 1

GLOSSART‘_ 70 THE APPENDIX.

Canongoes.

Carkun.

Ca Zi .
Chowdrie.
Cutwal.
Crorie.
Dim.
Dewan.

Dewanny.

Firméan.
Fotadar.
Fagieer.

Fagicerddr.

Malayit.

Literally, fpeakers of the law:
Regifters of a diftrict.

The chief officer of a diftri&t, who
lett the lands, audited the ac-
counts, and preferved the an-
cient ufages.

A judge.

The conftable of a {mall diftrict.

A mayor of a town.

The colletor of the revenues of a
diftri&.

An imaginary coin, the fortieth
part of a rupee.

The receiver-general of the re-
venues of a province:

The Imperial revenues of the De-
wan’s department.

A royal gommiflion or mandate.

The treafurer of a diftrict.

An eltate generally granted dur-
ing pleafure ; as alfo the Impe-
rial grant itfelf. ‘

The poflefior of the crown rents
of a certain traét of land.

The land rent.
Muckuddum.
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Mauckuddum.  The principal clerk of afmall de-
partment, or the chief of a
village.

Mutafiddy. A clerk of the cheque,or anywriter

employed about the revenues.

(The King’s Tieutenant or viceroy of

o e a province, properly Ngib ; but

< changed to the plural number

P by the natives, who addrefs all

great men in that manner.

Pérgunna. A diftriét.

Perwanna. A commiffion of an inferior nature

A

to a Firman.

Riots. . Tenants, hafbandmen.

Sairjdt. All kinds of taxation, befides the
land rent. 5y

Sircdr. A diftri&, fometimes comprehend-

ing feveral pergunnas; as alfo
the principal man ofany bufinefs.
A kind of juftice of the peace, or

Shechdar, or th'e moft venerable man in a

Shackdar. town ot diltri& of the Mahom-
; medan faith.

Zemindar. A pofieflor or farmer of lands.

Zemindary. — The country farmed by a Zemin.
dar, which was fometimes of a
great extent, and formed into a
kind of county, having its own

courts and particular jurifdic-
tions.

INDE X,
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ABA Chan flain By Shere;i31. -
'~ Abdallay commands in Guzerat, 51. Rewarded for
his fervices, 148. Qlﬁaﬂ-nes an infurreétion in Behar,

170. Difmiffed from his government, 176.

Abdalls, King of Bucharia, 418.

Aftemdd-ul-Dowlat, raifed to the vizarit, 36. His wile
and able adminiftration, 37.

Aéfticdd Chan, 36." His death and character, 58.

Adil Shaw, fues for peace, 150. Defeated by Aurung-
zebe, 221. :
Afgans rebel, 38. Again rebel and are repulfed, .r42:

Rebel, 415. Defeated, 417.

- Agriculture encouraged, 37. :

Akbar, his great abilities, 1. His empire not fo extenfive
as that of the Patans, 2. His death; 4.

Ali Murdén, delivers up Candahdr, 171. Rewarded,
172. Promoted, 178. Made governor of Cafhmire,
185. Invades Buduckihin, 1g4. His death and cha-
racter, 219. \

Vor. IIL Do Aliverds,
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Aliverdi, his infolence, 187.

Alla (Seif), his unhappy fate, 112.

Allum (Chan) returns from Perfia, 61.

Amir Singh, his rafhnefs and death, 197.

Ameid reduces Chittagong, 397.

Amin (Mahommed) the fon of Jumla, 216. Releafed by
the Prince Mahommed, #id. His infolence to Aurung-
zébe, 409. Sent againft the Afgans, 417.

Arabian {yftem of philofophy, 2.

Arfelan Aga, the Turkifh ambaﬂ'acilor, 180.

Afiph Fab, 35. His daughter married to Shaw Jehan, 6.
Made Vifier, 5o. Oppofes coming to battle, 70.
Croffes the Gelum, 92. Refolves to releafe the empe-
ror, 93. Defeated by Mohébet, 95. Taken prifoner,
96. His conference, 100. And fchemes with Moha-
bet, 101, Raifes Dawir Buxfh to the throne, 113.
Defeats Shariar, 114, Proclaims Shaw Jehan, 113.
Continued in the vizarit, 120. Arrives at Agra, I121I.
In high favour, 122. Commands the army, 144.
Defeats Lodi, ibid. Demands him of the Nizam, 145.
Lays wafte the Decan, 151 His death, 181. His
charatter, 183. His family, 184. i

Affamites, invade ‘Bengal, 172. Their country reduced,
173 TR

Aitalla Chan killed; o5.

Azim Chan, oppofes Selim, 3. Sent to Malava, 5. Abets
a vonfpiracy, 6. Propoles to affaflinate the emperor, 8-
Difgrace, 47. He is releafed, 57." Commands ‘an ar-
my under his grandfon, 74. ] : (el

, governor of Guzerat; 180. Removed, but
pardoned, 181. ;

Aziz,« his valour,” 199. Defeated by Aurungzebe, 200.
Azmut, the fon of Lodi, his fpirit, 131. His gallant be-
haviour, and death, 134. R S
Aurungzebe, born, 60. Delivered as an hoftage to Jehan-
gire, 83, Prefented to his father, 121. His age at his
father’s’ acceffion, 122. Sent to Bundela, 155. In
high favour, 158, Accompanies his father to the De-
can, 167. « Marries the daughter of Shaw Nawiz, 169.
Jealous of the influence of Dara, 176. Removed from

e

e
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the Decan, 192. Sentto Guzerat, 193. Sent to com-
mand againft the Ufbecs, 199. whom he totally over-
throws, 200. Befieges Candahir in vain, 206. De-
fcats the Perfians, 207. Sends Jumla to court, 2K
Joins Jumla, 219. Takes Bider, 221. Defeats Adil
Shaw, 222. His plans with Jumla, 223. His cha-
racter, 231. Hears of his father’s illnefs, 235. Em-
braces Morad’s propofals, 236. . Gains over Jumla, 237.
Marches from Aurungabad, 230. His management of
Morid, 240. Arrives at the Nirbidda, 76id.  Joined by
Mozad, 241. Defeats the Maraja, 242. Remains'at
Ugein, 243. Turns the rear of Dara’s army, 246.
His order of battle, 247. His refolution, 251.  Gains
the battle, 252. His great addrefs, 257. Corrupts
the army of Solimin, 258.  Arrives before Agra, 261.
Sends a meflage to his father, 262. His conference
with his fifter, ibid. His duplicity and addrefs, 263.
His fchemes, 263. " Seizes his father; 267, Writes to
him, 268. Deceives Morad, 269. Prepares to purfue
Dara, 270. His narrow efcape, 271. ' He feizes :Mo=
rad, 272. Quells the army, 273. Advances to Delhi,
“274. and mounts the throne, 275. Purfues Dara, 291.
Arrives on the Suttuluz, 292. How he receives. the ad-
herents of his brother, 294. Marches to Moultan, 295.
Caufle of his retarn, 296.  Duplicity toward Suja, 297.
His preparations againft Suja, 298. Marches down
along the Jumna, 299 Offers battle, 300 Betrayed:
by the Maraja, gor. His refolution, ;302. . Obtains
the victory, 303. His fpeech to the nobles, 304.. Ar-
rives at Agra, 306. Marches againft Dara, 315. Of-
fers battle, 317. His ftratagem to deceive Dara, 318.
Overthrows that prince, 321. Sends a force in purfuit
of him, 324. Calls a council concerning Dara, 3'28.
Condemus him to death, 331. His behaviour on feeing
his brother’s head, 334. Sends an infidious letter to
his fon Mahommed, 344. Imprifons him, 347. His
prudent adminiftration, 356. :‘)'ufpe&s his fecond fon,
358. Expedient againit So_hman, 359. His behaviour
to that prince, 360. Receives an Cmbﬂf_r)’ from Perha,
262. His humanity, 364. His ﬁpknels, 368, (:)_Ofl'
fternation of the people thercupon, 369- His anxiety,
370. His refoluze behaviour, 371.. He recovers, ibid.

His demands on his father, 372.  His health perfectly
O o2 ' reftored,
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reftored, 377. His progrels to Cafhmire, 378. His
jealoufy "of Jumla, 381. Endeavours to appeafe Shaw
Abas I1. 402. Sufpeds the Perfians in his fervice, 405.
His irrefolution, 406. Sends for his fifter Jehanfra,
407. Reconciled with the Perfians, 408. He takes the
field, 409. ‘Alarmed, 413. Rewards Dilere, 414.
His genius, 421. Attention to juftice, 422. His con-
“tempt of pomp and flattery, #bid. Plainnefs of drefs,
and aufterity, 423. His juftice and clemency, 424-
His public buildings, and encouragement of letters,
425. His courage, learmng, and manly exercifes, 427
His continence, 428. Arnufements, 429. His bufi-
nels in the morning, 430. noon and evening, 431-

LB

Bahdder Shaw rebels in Guzerat, §1.

Bakir, his fuccefsful invafion of Golconda, 139.
Bandor aflaflinates Chufero, 66.

Bao Singh fucceeds his father, 48.

Bengal, difturbances in, 21.

Bickermdjit, fent into thc mountains of Sewalic, 6o.
Killed, 72. -

Bacharas taken, 118. Magmﬁccut reception of its king,
' 418, :

Bochari (Ferid) his {pirited refolution, 4.  Sent in purfuit
of Chufero, 1x. Defeats that prince, 12. Difabled b}'
a ftroke of the palfy, 3.

Bijapour, Raja of, beauty of .'ms wife caufe of his fall;
171,

Bundela, its Raja reyoltsy 125.

.C

Calamities, 149.

Candahiir, befieged, 18. Loft to the empire, 83. Deli-
vered up by Ali Murdén, 170.

Cafim takes Chufero, 16.

governor of Bengal, takes Hugley, 154.

Cbrya Aifs, his diftrefs in the defart, 22. Arrives at La-

hore, 23. Promoted; 24. Made high-treafurer, ibid.
Made vifier, 35.

Channa=
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Channa-zdd defeats the Ufbecs, 8.

Chan Chanan, accompanies Purvez, 42. Difgraced, 43
Intrigues with the enemy, ss. Befieged in Brampour
62.  His death, 103. Character, 104. i

Charaélers of the natives of Afia ftrongly marked, 2,

Chittagong reduced, 397.

Churrum (prince) 19. Sent to command the army in the
Decan, 45. Forces the Rana to a peace, 46, In great
favour, ibid. Returns to court, 47- Carries every
thing before him, 48. All-powerful in the affairs of the
ftate, gr. His name changed to Shaw Jehan, s4.

Chufero (prince), 3. His party ftruck with a panic, 4.
Received into favour, §. Meditates to rebel, 6. Re-
fufes to affaffinate his father, 8. His plot difcovered,
shid. Flies from Agra, 9. Plunders the country, r1o.
Pillages the fuburbs of Delhi, 11. Marches" toward
Lahore, 12. Defeat and flight, 13. He is deferted by
his adherents; 14. In great daftrefs, 1 g5 He is taken
and brought to his father, 16. His behaviour before
him, 17. Clofely confined, 19. Releafed, ¢6. Deli-
vered up to Shaw Jehin, 63. His charalter, 64,
Aflaffination, 65. Manner of it, 66.

Cipper-8kekd, accompanies his father Dara, 323. Bound
and dragged from his father, 332, Sent prifoner to
Gualiar, 333. - :

Coolies defeated, 52. :

Cruelty (excufe for), 120. ;

Cuttub rebels in Behar, 4o0. Killed with a brick-bat, 41.

Cuttub, king of Tellingana, 213. Imprifons the fon of
Jumla, 215. Offers terms to the prince Mahommed,
ibid. Defeated, 217. _

Cuttub Chan quells a rebellion in Guzerat, 379-

D

Dara, 83. Prefented by ‘Afiph J&h to his father, 121.
His age ‘at his father’s acceflion, 122. Marrles_the
daughter of Purvez, 157. Jealous of his brothers, 159.
Promoted, 175. Marches againit the Perfians, 186.
Dangerous fickne(s, 190. Speech againft Aurungzebe,
192. His great jealoufy of that prince, 2ro. ' Unfuc-

cefsful againft Candahar, 211, Appointed to fu"cce:g
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to the throne, 212. Poflefles part of the Imperial
power, * 214. Aflumes the government, 223. His
violence, 224. Sends his father to Agra, 225. Turns
Jumla out of his office, 226. His filial piety, 227.
Carries all before him, #id. His charadter, 229. His
great préparations, 2 (4. Marches againft Aurungzéebe
and Morad, 245. Charge given him by his father,
246. His order of battle, 247. His Eravcry, 249.
By an accident, 250. is overthrown by Aurungzebe,
251. How received by his father, 255. His flight to
Delhi, 256. Raifes forces, 257. Flies to Lahore,
274. His irrefolution, 29o. Retreat from the Bea,
201. Hefitates about giving battle, 292. He flies
from Lahore, 293. Flies to Bicker, 308. Medi-
tates to retire to Perfia, 309. Difluaded by the
favourite Sultana, 309. Arrives at Tatta, 310. His
diftrefs in the defart, #bid. Arrives at Guzerat, 3i11.
Gains over the governor, 312. Marches toward Agra,
ibid. 'Turns toward the dominions of the. Maraja, 313.
who deferts his caufe, 314. He fortifies himfelf at Aj-
mere, 315. Infulted in his lines, 317. Deceved
by Aurungzébe, 318. Totally defeated, 321. iis
misfortunes, 322.  Uncommen diftrefs, 323. Axrives
at’ Tatta, 324. Preparls to fly to Perfia, 325. De-
tained by his regard for the Sultana, 326. Throws
himfelf upon Jehan, ibid. His grief for the death of
the Sultana, 327. Betrayed and delivered to the ene-
my, 328. Carried with ignominy threugh Delhi, 329.
Humanity of the people for him, 330. His manly be-
haviour, 76id. Circumftances previous to his murder,
232. Aflaffinated, 333." Reflelions on his death, #:d.
His head brought to- Aurungzébe, 334.

Dawir Bux/b, the fon of Chufero, 74.  Raifed to the
throne, 113. A temporary €mperor, 114. Depofed
and murdered, 11§57

Debere, deceives Dara, 319. His valour, 320.

Decan, a {mall part ounly conquered, 2. Invaded by Shaw
Jehan, 138. Its princes fue for peace, 151. Invaded
by Shaw Jehan, 166. Submits, 168. ;

Dilére, invades ' Bijapoury 411.  Sufpetts the prince
Shaw Allum, 4r12. Flies from Lim, 413.

Diria defeats the Nizam, 120. , _

Dowv'atabad (the city of), taken, 145. "The citadel taken
.by Mohabet, 157. )
z ' Eder
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Eder defeated by Abdalla, s2.

Elephant, killed by Aurungzebe, 159.

Elephants, of Ceylon and Pegu, 329.

Eman Kulli, 118. _

Eradit, receives Shaw Jehan, :37. In danger of a defeat;
141. Removed from the command of the army, 14z.
Takes Dowlatabad, 145.

Etabar defends Agra againft Shaw Jehan, 68,
Executions (a dreadful kind of), 17.

F

Fakiers (remarkable infurreétion of), 385, Quelled, 386.
Famine, 363.

Fedai Chan, his gallant refolution, 9 5.

Ferid. See Bochari.

Ferofe feizes Shariar, 114.

Ghazi raifes the fiege of Candahar, 18.

Government, becomes fettled and uniform under Akbar, 1.
Its effects on the manners of the Indiansy 2. That of
the Tartar Moguls, 19.

5

Hakim advifes the murder of Dara, 331.

Hidjar Singh revolts, 125. Defeated and flies, 127.
Taken and pardened, 128. Revolts, 154. His mif-
fortunes and bravery, 155.  His deathy ibid.

Houfe of Timur, extent of ‘their dominions, 3. Their re~
venue, 2. Lheir forces, 3-°

Hugley, taken by affaulty 154. SR

; ‘oine Chufero, o.  His advice to  that prince,

Hf{ﬁin BAfﬁ,elids him. in i S}iight, 14. Taken, 16. Put
to deathy 17- i :

Huffein (Abdul), obtains 2 victory in Malava, 62. At-
tacks Lodi, ¥33. ;

Huffein, the fon of Lodi, 134- o
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daughter, 340. His confidence, 343. His father’s
infidious letter to him, 344. Sufpglted and difmified
by Suja, 345. He is feized, 346. and imprifoned,
347. His death and character, 388.

Malika Shade, 163.

Malleck Amber, at the head of the rebels, §3. His bold-
nefs; 54. _ X

Man Singh, fayours Chufero, 3. Abets a confpiracy, 6.
His death, 47. Succeeded by his fon, 48.

Maraja rebels, 212. Reduced, "213. Favours Dara,
227. Oppofes Aurungzebe at the Nirbidda, 240 His
folly and defeat, 241. Mafculine behaviour of his wife,
242. Offended at Aurungzebe, 294. His treachery,
301. Plunders the baggage, 302. Carries a falfe
report to Agra, 305. Propofes to join Dara, 313. But
is gained by Aurungzebe, 314. Sent to aid Shaifta,
366. His plot to affaffinate that general, 367. Dif-
contented, 304- _

Mauzim (Mahommed the fon of Aurungzebe); 347. Em-
ployed by his father in a ftratagem, 346.

Aiber-ul-Niffa, her accomplifhments  and beauty, 24.
Captivates the prince Selim, 2g. Married to Shere
Afkun, tbid. Her hufband flain, 3r. She is brought to
court, 32. Denied admirtance to the emperor, 33.
Her ingenuity, iid. She captivates the emperor, 34.
Married by Jehangire, #bid. ' Her name changed to
Noor-Mazhil, 35.  Advancement of her relatiops, 36.
Her magnificence, 51. Power over the emperor, 56.
Her name changed to Noor-Jehan, ibid. Builds a mag-
nificent monument for her father, 8. Her flight from
Mohabet, 92. Her intrepid conduét, 93. Secized by
Mohabet, 96. Condemned to death, bid. But par-
doned, 7. Her violence againft Mohabet, 160.
Obliges him to fly; #id. Procures a will in favour of
Shariar, 113. Confined by her brother, 114. Death
and charater, 1953.

Mohabet, commands the army in the Decan, 43. Joins the
emperor againft Shaw Jehan, 71. Commands the army
under Purvez, 73. Defeats Shaw Jehan, 75. Marches
toward Bengal, 70, Totally defeats Shaw Jehan, 8o.
Envied and fufpeted, 85. Accufed of treafon,  86.
His enemies at court, 87. ‘Commanded to appear in
the prefence, 88. His meflenger grofsly affronted, 89.
e furprifes the emperor in his tent, go. Carries him

- ta
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to his own camp, 9. Cuts off Sujait for his infolence,
92. Carries the emperor to his camp, 93. Defeats
the vifier, 95. and takes him prifoner, 96. Seizes and
condemns to death the emprefs, id. Pardons her, 97.
Manages the empire, 74id. In danger at Cabul, ¢8.
Refigns his power, 99. Obliged to fly, 100. His con-
ference with the vifier, 101. Pardoned, 102. Re-
“fides with the Rana, 103. Joins Shaw Jehan, r14.
Commands in the Decan, 123. Sent againft the Uf-
becs, 125. and into Bundela, 127. His generous con-
duét to the Raja, 128. Deprived of the command of
the army, 129. Sentto the Decan, 157. Takes Dow-
latabad, 158. Quarrels with prince Suja, ibid. His
death and charater, 161. Anecdotes of his private
life, 162.

Mohabet (the younger), takes Kilburga, 222. Sent to
Guzerat, 373.

Morad, emperor of the Ottomans, 178.

Morad (prince), delivered as an hoftage to Jehangire, 83..-

Prefented to his father, 121. His age at his father’s
acceffion, 122. Diftinguithes himfelf, 181. Marries
the daughter of Shaw Nawaz, 186. Sent with an army
againft the Ufbecs, 196. And through his impatience
difgraced, 198. Sent to the Decan, 2035. Removed,
on account of his violence, from that government, 208.
His charaéter, 232. Propofals to Aurungzebe, 236.
Deceived by him, 240. Commands in the center of
battle, 248. His great bravery, 250. Deceived by
Aurungzebe, 269. His counter-plot mifcarries, 270.
He is again deceived, 271. Seized by his brother, 272.
Sent prifoner to Agra, 273. His wife perfuades her
father, 311. to join Dara, 312.

Mukirrib Chan, his affeCtion for his fovereign, 92.

Mumtaza Zemani, the favourite Sultana Kudfia, 6o.
dies, 149. Her tomb, 189. &c.

N

Nudili Midani, a gallant oflicer, 38.

Nadira, the daughter of Purvez, married to Dara, 157.
Her misfortunes, 322. Overwhelmed with diftrefs and
ficknefs, 325. Her fortitude, #bid. Her death, 326.
Varfi fent by Afiph to Mohabet, 114.

Nazir commiflioned to murder Dara, 331-

Nizam
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Nizam propofes terms, 145 .
Noor-Feban. Vide Mher-ul-Niffa.
Noor-Mabil. Vide Mher-ul-Niffa.

P

Peace between India and Perfia; 18. Another pacifiea~
tion, 173. Univerfal peace, 387. Peace with Perfia,
4ro. A general peace, 417-

Perif, murders many of the imperial family, 116. Af-
fronts Lodi in the prefence, 131. Killed by Ladi’s
fon, 134.

Perfia (origin of the quarrel with), 399.

Peyfians inveft Candahar, 17.

Piara Bani, only wife of Suja, 352, Her refolution and
melancholy death; 353.

Pump of the court of India, 2.

Puortuguefes complaints againft them, 153. Daftardly be-
haviour at Hugley, 154.

Purvez (prince), 19. Sent againft the Rana, 41. His
mildnefs and inexperience, 42. Recalled, 43. Po-
litenefs to the Englith ambaffador, 48. Refides at Bram-
pour, 53. Commands the army, ibid- Superfeded by
the prince Churrum, 54. Purfues Shaw Jehan, 73.
Defeats Shaw Jehan at the Nirbidda, 75. Totally
defeats him in Bengal, 8o. His infenfibility and
death, ro2. His charalter, 103.

R

Rahim, taken prifoner, 16. Put to death, 17.

Rahim (Abdul) accompanies prince Purvez, 42.

Raja-Mabkil, deftroyed by fire, 177.

Rana rebels, 41. . Sues for peace, 45. Breaks the treaty,
53 .

Reflections on the government of the Moguls, rig On
defpotifim, 188. On the caufe of the civil war; 228.
On the defeat of Dara, 252. On Aurungzebé’s mount-
ing the throne, 276. On the reign and charatter of
Shaw Jehan, 282. On the art of Aurungzcbe, 283.
On the death of Dara, 333. On the death of Suja,
353. On the conduct of Aurungzebe, 355.

Riotas (new), taken, 96. :

Roads, improvement thereof by Jehangire, 61.

Rodriguez



LN D B X

Rodriguez vefufes aid to Shaw Jehan, 153,

Roe ‘\'Sir ‘Thomas), arrives at Brampour, 48. How re-
ceived by Purvez, 49. Arrives at Ajmere, 51. His
fuccefs at court, 57. : :

Rofbhinara (the princefs), her charaéter, 122.

Rupum Suffavi carries on the Perfian war, 69.

S

Sadulla, made vifier, 194. Settles the Iaﬂ'airs of Balick,
198. His death, 214.

Seabg/b totally defeated, 171. AABCE 4

Sefi, his feeble reign over Perfia, 170. Marches an army
toward Candahar, 17i. Makes peace with Shaw Je-
har:s, 173. Propofes to invade India, 185. His death,
186.

Seif commiflioned to murder Dara, 331.

Selim, intrigues againft him, 3. Mounts the throne, 4.
Affumes -the name of Jehangire, 5. Captivated by
Mher-ul-Niffa, 25. _

Sewvaji, his depredations, 365. War with him, 388.
His {trange condu&, 392. Infolence to Aurungzebe,
ibid.  His flight, 393.

Shaiffa Chan, commands' an army in the Deean, 138.
The eldeft fon of Afiph Jah, 184. Second in command
before Hyderabad, 217. Writes a letter to Aurung-
zebe, 247. Betrays Dara, 255. Condemned to death,
258. Refcued, 260. His panic, 3o5. Invades Ma-
labar, 365. A plot to affaflinate him, 367. Made go-
vernor of Bengal, 395. Gains over the Portuguefe,
396. Reduces Chittagong, 397-

Shaw Abas 1. 18. A great prince, 117. Surprifes Can-
dahar, 67. His death and charalter, 1306. :
Shaaw Abas IL. his acceflion to the throne of Perfia, 205.
Takes Candahar, 206. Enraged againit Aurungzebe,

4o1. His death and charatter, 410.

Shaw Alum (the prince), his art, 357. Sufpeéted by his
father, 358. Declared heir of the ‘empire, 363. He
intrigues for the throne, 369. Sent to the Decan, 374
His jealoufy of Dilere, 411. His defigns to rebel, 412.
Purfues Dilere, 413. Drops his defigns, 414.

; ‘ " Shaw
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Shew Beg, his unaccountable behaviour, 18. Defeats the
Afgans, 38. Quells an infurrection, §3.

Shaw Feban, g4 Succefs in the Decan, s5. Sent to
quell the infurgents, 62. Sufpeted of affaflinating
Chufero, 66. Rebels, id. Aflumes the imperial
titles, 67. Attacks Agra to no effect, 68. Forms his
camp at Ferid-abad, #bd. His demands on his father
refufed, #bid. Endeavours to excufe himfelf, 69. Is
totally defeated, 72. His valour, 73. His party. de-
feated in Guzerat, 74. Defeated at the Nirbidda; 75.
Flies to Orixa, 76, Reduces Bengal, 77. and Behar,
ibid+ Divides his army into three divifions, 79. Pre-
pares ‘for aftion, 8o. Totally defeated, s4id. His
bravery, 81. Flies to the Decan, '82. Befieges Bram-
pour, zbid. ~His affairs ruined, 83. Is pardoned by his
father, ibid. Prepares to rebel, 1or. Informed of the
death of his father, 114. Marches toward the capital,
115. Proclaimed emperor, 116.  His titles, 120.
His Pomp, #id. Attention to bufinefs, r21. His chil-
dren, 122. His great abilities, #bid. Vigour of his go-
vernment, 125. His clemency, 127. Enraged agamft

- Lodi, ‘129. ~Alarmed at his efcape, 136. Prepares to
invade the Decan, 137. Arrives and detaches armies
into the enemy’s country, 138. Relides at Brampour,

 140. His vigilance, 1id. And magnificence, I41.
Rewards Abdalla, 148 Remits the taxes, 149. to
thofe who had fuffered by a public calamity, 151. Re-
turns to Agra, 152. Perfecutes the Hindoos, 153.

‘Enraged againft the Portuguefe, #4id.  Sends Mohabet
to the Decan, 157. Progrefs to Cafhmire, 160. Re-
turns to Agra, 163. Refolves to imvade the Decan,
166. Leaves Agra, 167. Lays wafte jthe enemy’s
country; 168. Reduces the Decan, id. Returns to
Ajmere, 169. Makes peace with Perfia, 173. A foe
to oppreffion, 176. Punifhes oppreflive governors, 177.

"His excellent government, ©ébid. His jullice, 184.
Gardens of Shalimar, 18¢. . Arrives at. Agra, zbid.
Sends his fon Morad againft- the Utbecs, 196.  Dif-
graces that prince for difobedience, 198.  Returns to
Lahore, 202. Jealous of his fons, ibid. Refides at
Delhi, 204: Makes Jumla vifier, 217, Makes a tour
to the north, 218. -He falls fick, 224, Removed to
Agra from Delhi, 225. Recovers, 226. + His favour
for Dara, 227. His great perplexity, 244, His charge

to
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to Dara, 246. His behaviour to him after his’ defeat,
255.  Writes to him, 264. His letter intercepted,
265. His fchemes to feize Aurungzebe, id. He is
deceived and taken, 266. Offers the empire to Ma-
hommed, 267. How he reccives the news of Aurung-
zebe’s having mounted the throne, 279. Refte@ions
on his reign, 281, And charadter, 282. Rejets the
propofals of Aurungzebe, 372. His fierce anfwer to
his fon, 373. His death, 389. 'Anecdotes of his pri-
vate lite, 390, 391.

Shawriar, appointed by will to fucceed to the throne, 113.
Defeated, 114.

Shere Afkun, 21. Marries Mher-ul-Niffa, 25>  His {pi-
rit and, high birth, 26. TFights and though unarmed
kills a tyger, 27. Defeats a defign againft his life, 28.
Difcomfits forty affaflins, 29. He is murdered, 31.

Sinka (Amir) rebels, 41.

Soliman, the fon of Dara, 234. Surprifes and defeats
~'8uja, 235. Deferted:by his army, 287. Flies to Se-
rinagur, 288. His flight, 3t9. He is taken and deli-
vered up to Aurungzebe, 360. His behaviour in the
prefence of that prince, 362.

Succeffion to the throne (the mode of), r19.

Sz’:_;]x’f(pr_iﬁce,) prefented to his father, r2r.  His age at
his father’s acceilion, 122, Married to the daughter
of Ruftum Suffavi, of the royal line of Perfia, 157.
Expences on the marriage, 7#d. Sent to command un-
der Mohabet, 158. Isrecalled, 160. . Promoted, 175.
Made governor of Bengal, 176. Narrow efcape, 77.
Sent to command in Cabul, 203. Rcturns to Bengal,
“206. Pays his refpects at court, 209. - His characler,
230. He takes the ‘field, 233.  Surprifed and defeated
by Soliman, 235. ‘His preparations againit Aurung-
zebe, 2¢96. On full march, 298. Fortifies himielf,
209. His great refolution, 3or.  Defeated, 303.
War againft him, 336. His preparations, 337. At-
tacked in his lines, 338. Retreats, 339. Defeated
near Tanda, 343. His fufpicions, 345, and generous
behaviour to Mahommed, 346. Driven from Bengal,
348. Takes refuge in Arracan, 349. His uncommon
misfortunes, 350. Ordered to leave Arracan, 35I.
His refolution, bravery, misfortunes, and murder, 352.

Deplorable fate of his family, 353. et
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Sujait, quells an infurreftion in Bengal, 39. Slin by
Mohabet, 92.
Swria Banu (the princefs), her mild and amiable charac-

ter, 122.
i

Tartars, their ideas on government, I1Q.
Tirbiet, fent ambaflador to Perfia, 400. Ill received by
Shaw Abas, 402. His return from Perfia, 403.

Tuckt T acos, the famous peacock throne, 164.

u
Vifier Bec {lain, 93. e
Ulbecs, their irruption, 84. Their decline, 117. Civil
commotions, 118. Invade India, 124. Repulfed,
125. Another irruption, 129. Embafly to them, 164.
Incurfions, 191. Defeated by. the prince Morad, 196.
Their prince flies to Perfia, 198. Overthrown by Au-
rungzebe, 201. They fubmit, 202. Apply for aid,
207.
w
Walli, king of the Ufbecs, flain, 118.
War, with the Ulbecs, 195. On the coaft of Malabar,
* 365 In Bijapour, 411.
: v Z
Wine of Shirdz, 272.
Ziffer Fung feizes Morad, bid. !
Ziman, the fon of Mohabet, joins his father, 123. Com
mands the army, 152. Death, 169.
Zingisy the Ufbec, invades India, 129.

END OF THE THIRD VOLUME.





