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Approbation.

T Have read, by Order of my Lord 

A  Chancellor, this Manufcript, and 

find nothing in it that fhould hinder 

its being printed.

P A R I S .

OStober 4th, 1706.

(Signed) F o n t e n e l l e .



The E p i s t l e  D e d i c a t o r  y to the 

Right Honourable the Lady Marchio­

ness d’ 0 . Lady of Honour to the 

Duchefs o f Burgundy.

M a d a m ,

n p H E  great kindnefles I received 

A  from M . de Guilleragues, your 

illuftrious father, during my abode at 

Conftantinople, fome years ago, are too 

frefh in my mind, for me to neglect 

any opportunity of publifhing what I 

owe to his memory. Were he ftill 

alive for the welfare of France, and 

my particular advantage, I would take 

the liberty to dedicate this work to 

h im ; not only as my benefadtor, but 

as a perfon raoft capable of judging 

what is fine, and infpiring others with 

the like fentiments. Every one re­

members the wonderful exa&nefs of' 

A  2 his



his judgment; the meaneft of his 
thoughts had fomething in them that 
was £hining; and his loweft expreffions 

were always exadt and nice, which 
made every one admire him : For ne­

ver had any man fo much wit and fo 

much folidity. I have feen him at a 

time when he was fo much taken up 

with the affairs of his matter, that no 

body could expedt any thing from him 

but what related to his miniftry, and 

his profound capacity to manage the 

moft knotty negociations ; yet all the 

weight of his employment diminifhed 
nothing of his inimitable pleafantnefs, 

which charmed his friends, and was 

agreeable even to thofe barbarous na­

tions with whom that great man did 

treat. After the lofs of him, which 

to me is irreparable, I could not ad- 

drefs myfelf to any other perfon than 

yourfelf, Madam, fmce you alone can 

fupply the want of him to me; there­

fore



fore it is that I take the boldnefs to 
beg of you the fame protection for this 
book, that you was pleafed to grant to 
the French tranflation of the feven Ara­

bian ftories that I had the honour to 

prefent you.

You may perhaps wonder, Madam, 

that I have not fmce that time prefented 
them to you in print; but the reafon of 

it is, that when I was about putting 

them to the prefs, I was informed that 

thofe feven ftories were taken out of a 
prodigious collection of ftories of the 
like fort, intitled, One thoufand and 

one Nights. This difcovery obliged me 
to fufpend the printing of them, and 

to ufe my endeavours to get that col­

lection ; I was forced to fend for it 
from Syria, and have tranflated into 

French this firft volume, being one of 

the four that were fent me. Thefe 

ftories will certainly divert you; Ma- 
A  3 dam,



vi Dpijlk Dedicatory.

dam, much more than thofe you have 

already feen. They are new to you, 

and more in number: You will alfo 

perceive with pleafure, the ingenious 

defign of this anonymous Arabian, who 

has given us thefe ftories after the man­

ner of his country, fabulous indeed, 

but very diverting,

I beg, Madam, your acceptance of 

this fmall prefent, which I have the 

honour to make y o u , it is a public 
teftimony of my acknowledgment o f 

the profound refpedt, with which I am, 

and fhall for ever be,

Madam,

your moji humble, and 

moji obedient fervant.

G A L L A N D .



P R E F A C E .

c j r H E R E ’ s no occafion to prepojfefs the 

reader with an opinion of the merit and 

beauty of the following work. ‘There needs 

no more but to read it, to Jatisfy any man 

that hitherto nothing Jo fine, of this nature, 

has appeared in any language.

What can be more ingenious, than to compofe 

fuch a prodigious quantity of pleafant Jlories, 

whofe variety is Jurprifing, and whofe con­

nexion is Jo wonderjul? We know not the 

name of the author o f Jo great a w ork; but 

probably it is not a ll done by one hand; fo r  

how can we JuppoJe that one man alone, could 

have invention enough to make Jo many fine 

things ?

I f  Jlories of this fo rt be pleafant and di­

verting, becaufe o f  the wonders they ufually

contain,



contain, theje have certainly the advantage 

above all that have yet been publijhed, be- 

caufe they are fu l l  o f  furprifing events, which 

engage our attention, and Jhew how much the 

Arabians furpafs other nations in compo/ures o f  

this fort.

‘They mufi alfo be pleaftng, becaufe o f the 

account they give o f the cuftoms and manners 

e f  the eaftern nations, and o f the ceremonies of 

their religion, as well Pagan as Mahometan, 

which are better defcribed here, than in any 

author that has wrote o f  them, or in the re­

lations o f travellers. A l l  the eaftern nations, 

Perfians, Tartars, and Indians, are here dif- 

tinguifhed, and appear Juch as they are, from  

the fovereign to the meaneft fu b je d ; fo  that 

without the fatigue o f going to fee  thofe people 

in their refpedive countries, the reader has 

here the pleasure to fee  them aid, and hear 

them fpeak. Care has been taken to preferve 

their characters, and to keep their fenfe nor 

have we varied from the text, but when mo- 

defty obliged us to it. The tranflator flatters 

himfelf, that thofe who underftand Arabic, 

and w ill be at the pains to compare the ori­

ginal 

z



P r e f a c e . ix m

gtnal with the tranfiation, muft agree that he 

has Jhewed the Arabians to the French, with  

all the circumfpebiion that the nicenejs o f  the 

French tongue and o f the times requires; and i f  

thofe who read thefe p r ie s , have but any in­

clination to profit by the examples o f virtue 

and vice, which they w ill here find exhibited, 

they may reap an advantage by it, that is not 

to be reaped in other fiories, which are more 

proper to corrupt than to reform our manners.

C O N -
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A R A B I A N  N I G H T S

£ N T E R  T  A I N M E N T  Si

T
 H E chronicles of the Suffanians, the an- 

tient kings o f  Perfia, who extended their 
empire into the Indies, over all the iflands 
thereunto belonging, a great way beyond 

the Ganges, and as far as China, acquaint us, that 
there was formerly a king of that potent fam ily, the 
moll excellent prince o f  his tim e: He was as much, 
beloved by his fubje&s for his wii'dom and prudence, as 
he was dreaded by his neighbours, becauie o f his va­
lour, and his warlike and well-difciplined troops. He 
had two Ions ; the eldelt, Schahriar, the worthy heir 
of his father, and endowed w ith 'all his virtues. The 
youngeft, Schahzenan, was likewife a prince o f  in 
comparable merit.

After a long and glorious reign, the king died ; 
and Schahriar mounted his throne. Schahzenan, being 
excluded from all fhare of the government, by the 
laws of the empire, and obliged to live a private life, 
was fo far from envying the happinefs o f his brother, 
that he made it his whole bufinefs to pleafe him, and . 
effefted it without much difficulty. Schahriar, who 
had naturally a great affeftion for that prince, was 
fo charmed with his complaifance, that out o f an ex- 
cefs of friendfhip, he would needs divide his dominions 
with him, and gave him  the kingdom o f Great T a r ­
tary ; Schahzenan went immediately, and took poflef- 
fion of it, and fixed the feat o f his government at Sa- 
tnarcande, the metropolis o f the country.

V q l . I. C A fte r



After they had been feparated ten yeats, Schahriar,. I 
haying a pafiionate defire to fee his brother, refolved 1 
to fend an ambaifador to invite him to his court. H e 
made choice of his prime vizier for the embalfy, fent 
him to Tartary, with a retinue anfwerabletohis digni­
ty , and he madq^ll poifible hafte to Samarcande. When 
he came near the city, Schahzenan had notice o f it, 
and went to meet him with the principal lords o f his 
court, who to put the more honour on the Sultan’s 
minifter, appeared in magnificent apparel. The king 
o f  Tartary received the ambaifador with the greatett 
demonllrations o f  joy ; and immediately afked him 
concerning the welfare o f  the Sultan his brother. The 
vizier having acquainted him that he was in health, 
gave him an account o f his embalfy. Schahzenan was 
fo much afFe&ed with it ,  that he anfwered thus :
4 Sage vizier, the Sultan my brother does me too much 1
* honour; he could propofe nothing in the world fo
* acceptable ; I long as paliionately to fee him, as he does 
4 to fee me. T im e has been no more able to diminilh 
4 my friendlhip than his. My kingdom is in peace,
4 and I defire no more than ten days to get myfelf ready 
4 to go with you. So that there is no necefiity o f your 
4 entering the C ity  for fo Ihort a time: I pray you to 
4 pitch your tents here, and I will order provifions in 
4 abundance toyourfelf and your company.’ The v i ­
zier, did accordingly, and as foon as the king returned 
he fenthim a prodigious quantity of provifions o f all 
forts, with prefents o f great value.

In the mean w hile, Schahzenan made ready for his 
journey, took orders about his moll: important affairs, 
appointed a council to govern in his abfence, and named 
a minifter. of whofe wildom he had fufficient experience, 
and in whom he had an entire confidence, to be their 
prefident. At the end o f  ten days his equipage being 
ready, he took his leave o f  the queen his wife, and 
went out of town in the evening with his retinue, 
pitching his royal pavilion near the vizier’s tent, and 
difeourfed with that ambaifador till midnight. B ut 
willing once more to embrace the queen, whom he 
loved entirely, he returned alone to his palace, and 
went ftraight to her majefty’s apartment, who, not e x ­

pecting



pefting his return, had taken one of the meaneft offi­
cers of her houfhold to her bed, where they lay both fall 
alleep, having been in bed a confiderable while.

. The king entered without any noife, and pleafed 
himfelf to think how he fhould furprize his wife, who 
he thought loved him as entirely as he did her : But 
how ftrange was his furprize, when by the light o f the 
flambeaus which burn all night in the apartme-’ s 
o f thofe eaftern princes, he faw a man in her arm s’ 
He flood immoveable for a time, not knowing how to 
believe his own eyes ; but finding that it was not to be . 
doubted ; how, fays he to himfelf, I am fcarce out of 
my palace, and but jult under the walls o f Samarcande, 
and dare they put iuch an outrage upon me ? Ah 1 
perfidious wretches, your crime fhall not go unpunifhed. 
As king, 1 am to punifh wickednefs committed in my 
dominions; and as an enraged hulband, I mull facrifice 
you to my juft refentment. In a word, this unfortunate 
prince, giving way to his rage, drew his fcymetar, and 
approaching the bed, killed them both with one blow, 
turning their deep into death; And afterwards taking 
them up, threw them out of a window, into the ditch 
that furroubded the palace.

Having avenged himfelf thus, he went out of'tow n 
privately, as he came into i t ; and returning to his 
pavilion without faying one word of what had happen­
ed, he ordered the tents to beftruck,.and to make ready 
for his journey. This was fpeedily done, and before 
day he began his march, with kettle drums and other 
inftruments of mufick ; that filled every one with joy, 
except the king, who was fo much troubled at the 
difloyalty of his wife, that he was feized with extreme 
melancholy, which preyed upon him during his whole 
journey.

When he drew near the capital of the Indies, the 
fultam Schahriar, and all his court came out to meet 
^Inl ' The princes were overjoyed to lee one another, 
arid alighting, after mutual embraces, and other marks 
o f afFeftion and refpeifl, they mounted again, and en­
tered the city, with the acclamation ofVaft multitudes 
o f  people. The Sultan conduced his brother to the 
palace he had provided for him, which had a coromu- 
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mention with his own, by means of a garden; and was 
Jo muchthe more magnificent, for it was fet apart as a 
banqueting houfe for public entertainment, and other 
diverfions of the court, and the fplendor of it had been 
lately  augmented by new furniture.

Schahriar immediately left the king of Tartary, 
that he might give him time to bathe himfelf, and to 
change his apparel. And as foon as he had done, he 
came to him again, and they fat down together upon f 
a  fofa.or alcove. The courtiers kept at a diftar.ee, out 
o f  refpedl, and thofe two princes entertained one ano­
ther fuitably to their friendfhip, their nearnefs of 
t>lood, and the long reparation that had been betwixt 
them. The time o f flipper being come, they eat to­
gether, after which they renewed their converfation, 
which continued till Schahriar perceiving that it was j 
very late, left his brother to reft.

The unfortunate Schazenan went to bed ; and tho’ 
the converfation o f his brother had fufpended his 
g r ie f  for fome time, it returned upon him with more 
violence ; fo that inftead o f  taking his neceffary reft, 
she tormented himfelf with cruel refledtions. A ll the 
circumfiances of his w ife’ s difloyalty prefented them- 
felves a frefh to his imagination, in fo lively a man­
n e r, that he was like one befide himfelf. In a word, 
not being able to fleep, he got up, and giving him­
f e l f  over to afflidting thoughts, they made fuch an im- 
prefiion upon his countenance, that the fultan could 
not but take notice o f  i t ; and faid thus to himfelf, what 
can  be the matter with the king o f Tartary, that he 
is fo melancholy ? Has he any caufe to complain o f 
his reception ? No, furely ; I have received him as a 
brother whom I love, fo that I can charge m yfelf 
w ith  no omiffion in that refpedt. Perhaps it grieves 
him  to be at fuch a diltance from his dominions, or 
from  the queen, his w ife :  A las! i f  that be the 
m atter, I mull forthwith g iv e  him the prefents Ide- 
figned for him, that he may return to Samarcande 
when he pleafes. Accordingly next day Schahriar Pent 
him  part of thofe prefents, being the greateft rarities, 
and the richeft things that the Indies could afford. 
At  the fame time he endeavoured to divert his brother

every



every day by new objedfs o f pleafure, and the fineft 
treats; which, in lie ad o f  giving the king of Tartary 
any eafe, did only increafe his forrow.

One day Schahriar having appointed a great hunt­
ing match, about two days journey from his capital, 
in a place that abounded with deer, Schaiizenan 
prayed him to excufe h im , for his health would not 
allow him to bear him company. The Sultan, unwil­
ling to put any conftraint upon him, left him at his 
liberty, and went a hunting with his nobles. T h e  
king o f Tartary being thus left alone, ihot himfelf up 
in his apartment, and fat down at a window, that 
looked into the garden. That delicious place, and 
the fweet harmony of an infinite number of birds, 
which chofe it for a place of retreat, mull certainly 
have diverted him, had he been capable o f taking plea­
fure in any thing ; but being perpetually tormented 
with the fatal remembrance of his queen’s infamous 
condudf, his eyes were not fo often fixed upon the 
garden, as lifted up to heaven to bewail his mif- 
fortune.

Whilft he was thus fwallowed up with grief, an 
objeft prefented itfe lf to his view, which quickly 
turned all his~thoughts another way. A  fecret gate 
of the fultan’s palace opened all of a fudden, and 
there came out o f it twenty women, in the midft of 
whom marched the Sultanefs, who was eafily diftin- 
guilhed from the reli, by her majellick air. This 
princefs thinking »«'iat the king of Tartary was gone 
a hunting with his brother the Sultan, came up with 
her retinue near the windows o f his apartm ent; for 
the prince had placed himfelf fo, that he could fee 
all that palled in the garden, without being perceived 
himfelf. He obferved, that the perfons who accompa­
nied the Sultanefs, threw off their veils and long robes, 
that they m ight be at more freedom ; but w«s wonder­
fully furprized when he faw ten of them to be blacks, 
and that each o f them took his millrefs. The Sultanefs, 
on her part, was not long without her gallant. She 
clapp’d her hands, and called Mafoud, Mafoud, and 
immediately a black came down from a tree, and 
ran to her in all haite.



Modefty will not allow, nor is it neceffary, to re­
late what paffed betweeifthe blacks and the ladies. It 
is fufficieiit to lay, that Schahzenan faw enough to con­
vince him, that his brother had as much caule to com­
plain as himfelf. '1 his amorous company continued 
together till midnight, and having bath’d all together, 
in a great pond, which was one of the chief ornaments 
o f the garden, they drels’d themlelves, and re-entered 
the palace by the fecret door, all except Mafoud, who 
clim b’d up his tree, and got over the garden-wall the 
fame way as he came.

A ll this having paffed in the king of Tartary’s light, 
it  gave him occafion to make a multitude of reflexions. 
How little reafon had I, fays he, to think that no one 
was fo unfortunate as myfelf ? It is certainly the un­
avoidable fate of all hulbands, fmce the Sultan my 
brother, who is foveretgn of fo many dominions, and 
thegreateft prince of the earth, could not efcape it.

T h e  cafe being fo, what a fool am I to kill myfelf 
with grief? [’ll throw it off, and the remembrance of 
a misfortune fo common, lhall never after this difturb 
my quiet. So from that moment he forebore afflift- 
ing himfelf. Being unwilling to fup till he faw the 
whole fcene that was aXed under his window, he called 
then for his fupper, eat with a better appetite than he 
had done at any time afterhis coming from Samareande, 
and liftencd with pleafure to the agreeable concert of 
vocal and inltrurnental mufick, that was appointed to 
entertain him while at table.

He continued after this to be o f  a very good humour; 
and when he knew that the Sultan was returning, he 
went to meet him, and paid hint his compliments, 
with a great deal of gaiety. Schahriar at firft took no 
notice of this great alteration ; but expollulated with 
him modelily, why he would net hear him company at 
hunting the flag ;,aud without giving him time to re­
ply, entertained him with the great number ofdeer and 

. / ■ other game they had killed, and what pleafure he had 
had in tne [port. Schahzenan heard him with attention, 
gave anfwers to every thing, and being rid o f that 
melancholy, which formerly over-clouded his w it, he 
faid a thouiaud agreeable and pleafant things to the 
Sultan.

Schahriar,



Schahriar, who exp'ebted to have found him in the 
fame condition as he left him, was overjoyed to fee him 
fo cheerful; and fpoke him to thus : Dear Brother, I 
return thanks to heaven for the happy change it has 
made in you during my abfence ; I am extremely 

.rejoiced at i t ; but I have a requeft to make to you, 
and conjure you not to deny me. I can refufe you 
nothing, replies the king oi Tartary, you may command 
Schahzenan as you pleafe : Pray fpeak, I am impatient 
till 1 know what is your defire of me. Ever fitnee 
you came to my court, replied Schahriar, 1 found you 
fwallow'ed up by a deep melancholy, and I did in vain 
attempt to remove it by diverfion of all forts. I 
imagin’d it might be occafioned by reafon o f your 
diltasce from your dominions, or that love might have 
a great fhare in it ; and that the queen oi Samarcande, 
who, no doubt, is an accompiifh’d beauty, might be 
the caufe of it. 1 don’ t know i f  I be miftaken, but 
I mull; own, that it was the very particular reafon why 
I would not importune you upon the fubjeft, for fear 
of making you uneafy. But without my be^ng able to
contribute any thing towards it, I find now upon my 
return, that you are in the belt humour that can be, 
and that your mind is entirely delivered from that black 
vapour which difturbed it, Pray do me the favour 
to tell me, why you were fo melancholy, and how you 
came to be rid o f it.

Upon this the k in g  o f  Tartary continued for fome 
time as if  he had been in a dream, and contrived wiiat 
he fhould anfwer ; but at laft replied as follows : You 
are my fultan and mailer, but excufe me, I beieech 
you, from anllvering your queilion. No, dear brother, 
laid the Sultan, you mult anfwer, I will take no denial, 
Schahzenan, not being able to withftand thefe prefling 
inftances, anfwered; W eil then brother, 1 will fiat is fy 
you,, fince you command ine ; and having told' him the 
ftory of the queen o f  Samarcande’s treachery ; this, 
fays he, was the caufe of my g r ie f; pray judge, 
whether I had not reafon enough to give myfeJf up 
to it.

O! my brother, fays the Sultan (in a tone which 
Ihew’d that he had the fame fentim.ents o f the matter 
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with the king of Tartary) what a horrible ftory do 
you tell me ! How impatient was I, till I heard it o u t! 
I commend you for punching the traitors, who put 
fuch an outrage upon you. Nobody can blame you 
for that aftion : It was juft ; and for my part, had the 
cafe been mine, I (hould f'carce have been fo mode­
rate as you. I would not have fatisfy d myfelf with 
the life o f one woman ; 1 verily think I fitould have 
facrificed a thoufand to my fury. I ceafe now to 
wonder at your melancholy. The caufe of it was too 
fenfible, and too mortifying not to make you yield to 
it .  O heaven ! What a ftrange adventure ! Nor do I 
believe the like on’ t ever befel any man but yourfeif. 
But, in fhort, I mult blefs God, who has comforted 
you ; and fince I doubt not but your coniblation is 
well-grounded, be fogood as to let me know what it
i s ,  and conceal nothing from me. Schahzenan was 
not fo eafily prevailed upon in this point, as he had 
been in the other, becaufe o f  his brother’s concern in
it. But being obliged to yield  to his preffing inilances, 
anfwer’d, 1 mull obey you then, fince your command 
is abfolute ; yet I am afraid that my obedience w ill 
occanon your trouble to be greater than ever mine was. 
But you mutt blame yourtelf for it, fince you force 
me to reveal a, thing, which I ihould otherwife have 
buried in eternal oblivion. What you Tay, anfwers 
Schahriar, ferves only to increafemy curiofity. M ake 
hafle to diicover the fecret, whatever it be. I he 
k in g  o f Tartary being no longer able to refute, gave 
him the particulars o f  all that he had teen ot the 
blacks in dilguile, o f the lewd pailion of the Sultanets, 
and her ladies; and to be fure he did not forget Mafoud. 
A fter  having been wimeis to thofe infamous actions, 
fays he, I believe all women to be that way naturally 
inclined; and that they could not refill thofe violent 
detires. Being of this opinion, it teemed to me to 
be an unaccountable weaknels in men to matte tnem- 
ielvesunealy at their infidelity. 'I his reflection brought 
many others along with it ; and in fhort, 1 thougnt 
the belt thing I could do, was to make roylelt eaty. 
It coftmefome pains indeed, but a tla itl effected i t ; and 
i f  you’ll take my advice, you (hall follow my example.1 Though



Though the advice was good, the Sultan could not 
take it, but fell into a rage. V\ hat ! fays he, is ihe 
Sultanefs of the Indies capable of proflituting lu f e l f  
in fo bafe a manner! N o, brother, 1 can t believe what 
you lay, except I faw it with my eyes ; your s mull 
needs have deceived you ; the mauer is (o important 
that I muft be fatisfied of it myfelt. Deal biother, 
anfwers Schahzenan, that you may without much diffi­
culty. Appoint another hunting match, and when 
we are out of town with your court and mine, we will 
flop under our pavilions, and a-t night let you and I 
return alone to my apartments ; I am certain the next 
day you will lee what I taw. The Sultan approving 
the ftratagem, immediately appointed a new hunting- 
match. And that fame day tire pavilions were fet up 
at the place appointed.

N ext day the. two princes fet out with all their 
retinue; they arrived at the place of encampment, and 
ilaid there till night. Then-Svh tnriar call tl hisgrand 
vizier, and without acquainting him with hisdefign,.- 
commanded him to flay in his place during lim ab- 
l’ence, and fufFer no perfon to go out of the camp, 
upon any account whatever. As foon as he had given 
this order, the king of Grand l artary and he took 
horfe, palled through the camp incognito, returned to 
the city, and went to Schahzenan’s apartment. 1 hey 
had fcarce placed themfelves in the fame window where 
the King o f Tartary had feen the difgoifed blacks aft 
their fcene, but the fecret gate opened, the Sultanefs 
and her ladies entered the garden with the blacks, and 
ihe having called upon Mufoud, the Sultan law more 
than enough to convince him plainly o f his dilhonour 
and misfortune.

Oh heavens, cried he, what indignity ! What horror ! 
Can the wife of a fovereign, fuch as I am, be capable 
of fuch an infamous adfion ? After this, let no prince 
boalf of his being perfectly happy. A las! my brother, 
continues he (embracing the king of Tartary) let us 
both renounce the w orld; honelly is banilhed out of 
i t ; if  it flatters us the one day, it betrays us the next; 
let us abandon our dominions ar.d grandeur; ret us go 
into foreign countries, where v. e may dead an obl 'ure 
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life, and conceal cur misfortunes. Schahzenan did not 
at all approve of this refolution, but did not think fit 
to contradift Schahriar in the heat o f his paffion. 
Dear, Brother, fays he, your w ill fhall be mine; I am 
ready to follow you whither you pleafe : But promife 
me that you will return, i f  we can meet with any one 
that is more unhappy than ourfeives. I a<rree to it, 
fays the oultan, but doubt much whether we fhall. I 
am not o f your mind in this, replies the king of Tar- 
tary ; I fancy our journey w ill be but fhort. Having 
faid thus, they went fecretiy out o f the palace by 
another way than they came. T hey travell’d as long 
as ’ twas day; and lay the fir ft night under the trees, 
and getting up about break o f day, they went on till 
they came to a fine meadow upon the bank of the fea, 
in which meadow there were tufts o f great trees at fome 
diftance from one another. T hey fat down under thofe 
trees to reft and refrefn themfelves, and the chief 
fubjeft o f their converfation, was thp Iewdnefs o f their 
wives.

T h ey  had not fat long, before they heard a frightful 
noife, and a terrible cry from the fea, which fill'd 
them with fear; then the fea opening, there arofe up 
a thing like a^great black column, which reach’d al- 
moft to the clouds. This redoubled th'eir fear, made 
them rife fpeedily, and climb up into a tree to hide 
themfelves. They had fcarce got up, till looking to the 
place from whence the noife came, and where the fea 
opened, they obferved that the black column advanced, 
winding about towards the Ihore, cleaving the water 
before it. They could not at firft think what it fhould 
be, but in a little time they found, that it was one of 
thofe malignant genies that are mortal enemies to 
mankind, and always doing them mifchief. He was 
blaok, frightful, had the lhape o f a giant, of a pro­
digious ftature, and carried on his head a great glufs 
box, fhut with four locks o f  fine Heel. He entered 
the meadow with his burden, which he laid down juft 
at the foot of the tree where the two princes were, who 
looked upon themfelves to be dead men. Mean while, 
the genie fat down by his box', and opening it 
With four keys that he had at his girdle, there came 
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out a lady magnificently apparelled, of a inajeftick 
ftature, and a complete beauty, d he monitor made 
her fit down bv him, and eyeing her with an amorous 
look: Lady (fays he) nay, mold accomplifhed of all 
ladies who axe admired for their beauty, my charming 
miftrefs, whom I carried off on your wedding-day, and 
have loved fo conftantly ever fince, let me deep a few 
moments by you ; for I found mylelf fo very' fieepy, that 
1 came to this placeto take a little reft. o Having ipoke 
thus, he laid down his huge head upon the lady’s 
knees, and ftretching out his legs which reached as 
far as the fea, he fell aflecp, and fnored fo that he made 
the banks to echo again.

The lady happening at the fame time to look up to 
the tree, faw the two princes, and made a fign to them 
with her hand to come down without making any 
noife. Tiieir fear was extraordinary, when they found 
themfelves discovered, and they prayed the lady, by 
other iigns, to excufe them ; but file, after having laid 
the monfter’s head foftly down, rofe up and fpoke 
to them, with a low, but quick voice, to come down 
to her ; fhe would take no denial. They made figns to 
her that they were afraid of the genie, and would fain 
have been excuicd. Upon which me oruered them to 
come down, and if  they did not make hafte, threatened 
to awake the giant, and bid him kill them.

Thefe words did fo much intimidate the princes, 
that they began to come down with all poffible pre­
caution, left they fhould awake the genie When 
they came down, fhe lady took them by the hand, 
and going a little farther with them under the trees* 
made a very urgent propofal to them. A t firit they 
rejected it, but fhe obliged them to accept it by her 
threats. Having obtained what fhe deftred, fhe per­
ceived that each of them had a ring on his finger, ... 
which lhe demanded o f them. As foon as file received 
them, fhe went and took a box oat of the bundle, 
where her toilet was, pulled out a firing o f other rings 
of all forts, which (he (hewed them, and afced them 
i f  they knew what thofe jewels meant ? N o, faid they, 
we hope you will be pleafed to tell us. Thefe are, 
replies fhe, the rings o f all the men to whom I have 
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granted my favour. T hey are full fourfcore and 
eighteen of them, which [ keep as token to remember 
them ; and afked yours’ for the lame reafon, to make 
up my hundred. So that, continues fhe, 1 have had 
an hundred gallants already, notwithstanding the v i­
gilance o f this wicked genie, that never leaves me. 
He is much the nearer for locking me up in this glals 
box, and hiding me in the bottom of the fea: l find
a w ay to chea.t him for all his care. You may fee by 
this, that when a woman has formed a project, there’s 
no hufband or gallant that can hinder her putting it 
m execution. Men had better not put their wives 
under fuch reftraint, if they have a mind they fhould 
be ch afe . Having fpoke thus to them, file put their 
rings upon the fame firing with the red, and fitting 
her_ down by the monfler, as before, laid his head 
again upon her lap, and mace a fign for the princes to 
be gone.

1 hey returned immediately by the fame way they 
cam e, and when they were out of fight of the lady 
and the genie, Schahnar fays to Schahzenan, W ell, 
biotner, what uo you think o f  this adventure? Has 
not the genie a very faithful miflrefs? And don’t you 
agree that there’s no wickedneis equal to that of 
wom en? Yes, brother, anlwers the King of Great 
T a rta ry  ; and you mu ft alfo agree, thatthe monfler is 
more unfortunate, and has more reafon to complain, 
than we. Therefore, fince we have found what we 
fought for, let us return to our dominions, and let not 
tins hinder us to marry again. For my part, I know 
a method by which 1 think I {hall keep inviolable the 
faith  that my wife fhall p ligh t -to me. I will fay no 
more of it at prefent, but you will hear of it in a little 
tim e, and I am fureyou will follow my example. T he 
Sultan agreed with his brother; and continuing their 
journey, they arrived in the camp the third night after 
they left it.

T h e  news’ of the fultan’s return being fpread, the 
courtiers came betimes in the morning before his pa­
vilion to wait on him. He ordered them to enter, 
received them with a more pleafant air than formerly, 
stnd gave each of them a gratification. After which, 
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he told them he would go no farther, ordered them to 
take horfe, and returned fpeedily to his palace.

As foon as ever he arrived, he ran to the fultanefs’ s 
apanment, commanded her to be bound before him, 
and delivered.her to hi a grand vizier, with an order to 
ftrangle her, which was accordingly executed by that 
minilter, without enquiring into her crime. The enrag­
ed prince did not flop here, but cut off the heads o f all 
the fultanefs’s ladies with his own hand. After this 
rigorous punilhment, being perfuaded that no woman 
U'as chafte, he refolved, in order to prevent the difloy- 
aky offuch as he fltould afterwards marry, towed one 
every night, and have her ftrangled next morning. 
Having imposed this cruel law upon himfelf, he fwore 
that he would obferve it immediately after the depar­
ture of the king of T artary, who fpeedily took leave ' 
ot him, and being laden with magnificent prcfents,

' fet forward on his journey.
Schahzenan being gone, Schahriarordered his grand 

vifier to bring bina the daughter of one of h s generals. 
Tile vizier obeyed ; the luitan lay with her, and put­
ting her next morning into his hands again in order to 
be ltrangled, commanded him to get him an .ther next 
night Whatever reludlance the vizier had to put fuch 
orders in execution, as he owed blind obedience to the 
fultan his mailer, he was forced to fubmit. He brought 
him then the daughter o f  a fubaltern, whom he alfo cut 
off next day. Afterher hebroughta citizen’s daughter; 
and, in a word, there was every day a maid married, 
and a wife murthered.

The rumour o f this unparalleled barbarity occalioned 
a general confternation in the city, where there was 
nothing but crying and lamentation. Here a father in 
tears, and inconlolable for the lofs of his daughter; 
and there tender mothers dreading left theirs (liould 
have the fame fate, making the air to refound before­
hand with their groans. So that inftead of the com­
mendations and bleffings which the fultan had hitherto 
received from his fubjedts, their mouths were now filled - 
with imprecations againft him.

The grand vizier, who, as has been already faid, was 
the executioner of this horrid injuftice againft his w ill,

had



had two daughters, theeldeft called Scheherazade, and 
the youngeftDinarzade : The latter was a lady of very 
great m erit; but the elder had courage, wit, and pene­
tration infinitely aboveherfex; fhehad read abundance, 
and had fuch a prodigious memory, that Ihe never for­
got any thing. She had fuccefsfully applied herfelf to 
philofophy, phyfick, hiflory, and the liberal arts; and 
for verfe exceeded the bell poets of her time: Befides 
this fhe was a perfeft beauty,, and all her fine qualifica­
tions were crowned by folid virtue.

The vizier paffionately loved a daughter fo worthy 
o f  his tender affedlion; and one day, as they were 
difcourfing together, file fays to him, Father, I have 
one favour to beg o f you, and moft humbly pray you 
to grant it me. I will not refufe it, anfwers he, pro­
vided it be juft and reafonable. For the jultice of it, 
fays fhe, there can be no queflion, and you may judge 
o f it by the motive which obliges me to demand it of 
you. I have a defign to flop the courfe of that bar­
barity which the fultan exercifes upon the families of 
this city. I would difpel thofe unjuft fears which 
fo many mothers have o f lofing their daughters in fuch 
a fatal manner. Your defign, daughter, replies the 
v iz ie r, is very commendable ; but the difeafe you would 
rem edy, to me feems incurable ; how do you pretend 
to effedt it? Father, fays Scheherizadej fince by your 
means the fultan makes every day a new marriage, I 
conjure you by the tender affe&ion you bear to me, 
to procure me the honour o f  his bed. The vizier 
could Dot hear this without horrour. O heaven ! replies 
he, in a paflion, have you loft your fenfes, daughter, 
that you make fuch a dangerous requell to me r You 
know the fultan has fworn by his foul that he will 
never lie above one night w ith the fame woman, and 
to order her to be killed the next morning; and would 
you that I fhould propofe you to him ? Fray confider 
well to what your lndifcrec-t zeal will expofe you. Yes, 
dear father, replies the virtuous daughter, I know the 
rifle I run j but that does not frighten me. I f  l perifh, 
my death will be glorious; and i f  I fuceeed, I fhall do 
m y country an important piece of fe; vice. No, r.o, 
fays the vizier, whatever you can reprefent to engage -
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me to let you throw yourfelf into that horrible danger, 
don’t you think that ever i  will agree to it. When 
the Sultan fhall order me to ftrike my poinard into your 
heart, alas! 1 mull obey h im ; and what a difrnal 
employment is that for a father? Ah! if  you don’ t 
fear death ; yet at leaft be afraid of occafioning me the 
mortal grief of feeing my hand ftain’d with your blood. 
Once more, father, fays Scheherazade, grant me the 
favour I beg. Your iiubbornnefs, replies the vizier, 
will make me aagry ; why will you run headlong to 
your ruin? They that don’ t forefee the end of a dan­
gerous enterprize, can never bring it to happy ilfue.
I am afraid the fame thing will happen to you, that 
happen’d to the afs, which was well, and could not 
keep himfelffo. What misfortunes befel the afs, re­
plies Scheherazade ? I ’ll tell it you, fays the vizier, i f  
jou’ll hear me.

F A B L E .

The A fs, the O x , and the Labourer.

A V ery rich merchant had feveral country houfes, 
where he had abundance of cattle o f all forts. 

He went with his w ife and family to one o f thofe 
ettates, in order to improve it himfelf. He had the 
g if t 'o f  underttanding the language of beafts, but with 
this condition, that he fliould interpret it to nobody 
on pain of death ; and this hindred him to communi­
cate to others what he learn’d by means of this gift.

He had in the fame flail, an ox and an ais; and 
one day as he fat near them, and diverted himfelf to fee 
his children play about him, he heard the ox fay to 
the afs, Sprightly, O ! how happy do I think you, 
when I confider the eafe you enjoy, and the little  
labour that is required o f  you. -You are carefujly rub­
bed down and wafh’d, you have well drefs’d corn, and 
frefh clean water. Your greateft bufinefs is to carry 
the merchant, our mailer, when he has any little 
journey to make, and were it not for that you would 
be perfe&ly idle. I am treated in a quite different 
manner, and my condition is as unfortunate as your’ s is 
pleafant. ’ T is fearcc'day-light when I am fattened to
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a plow, and there they make me work till night, to 
till up the ground ; which fatigues me fo, that fome- 
times my ftrength fails me. L>elides the labourer, who 
is always behind me, beats me continually. By draw­
in g  the plow, my tail is all flea’d ; and in lhort, after 
having labour’d from morning till night, when I am 
brought in, they give me nothing to eat but forry dry 
beans, not fo much as cleans’d from fand, or other 
things as pernicious ; and to heighten my mifery, when 
I  have fill’d my belly with fucti ordinary Huff, I am 
forced to lie ail night in my own dung: So that you 
fee I havereafon to envy your lot.

T h e afs did not interrupt the ox, till he had faid ail 
that he had a mind to fay ; but when he had made an 
end, anfwer’ d, they that call yon a foolilh beail don't 
lie  ; you are too fimple, you let them carry you whi­
ther they pleafe, and fhew no manner of refolution. In 
the mean time what advantage do you reap by the in­
dignities you fuller? You k ill yourlelf for the eafe, 
pleafure, and profit ofthofe that give you no thanks for 
fo doing. But they would not treat you fo, i f  you had 
as much courage as ftrength.

When they come to fallen you. to the Hall, why 
don’ t you make refinance ? why don’ t you ilrike. them 
w ith  your horns, and Ihcw that you are angry, by 
lin k in g  your foot againft the ground? And, in fhort, 
w h y  don’ t you frighten them by bellowing aloud ? Na­
ture has furnilhcd you with means to piocure you re- 
fpedt, but you don’ t make ufe of them. They bring 
you forry beans, and bad draw ; eat none of ’ em, only 
fm ell to ’em, and leave ’em . I f  you follow the advice 
J give you, you will quickly find a change, for which 
you will thank me. T h e  ox took the afs’s advice in 
v e ry  good part, and own’ d he was much oblig’d 
to him for it. Dear Sprightly, adds he, I will not 
fa il to do all that you have faid, and you fhall fee 
how I (hall acquit myfelf. They held their peace 
after this difcourfe, o f which the merchant heard every 
word.

N ext morning betimes, the labourer comes to take 
the o x: He fattened him to the plow, and carried him 
to his ordinary work. The ox, who had not forgot
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the afs’ s counfel, was very troublefome and untowardly 
all that day, and in the evening, when the labourer 
brought him back to the flail, and began to fallen him 
to it, the malicious beafl, inllead of prefenting his 
horns willingly as he ufed to do, was reftivc, and went 
backward bellowing; and then made at the labourer, 
as if  he would have pufh’d him with his horns: In a 
word, he did all that the afs advis’d him to. Next day 
the labourer came as ufual, to take the ox to his labour ; 
but finding the Hall full o f beans, the ftraw that he 
put in the night before not touch’d, and the ox lyin g 
on the ground with his legs ilretch’d out, and panting 
in a llrange manner, he believed him to be fick, pitied 
him, and thinking that it was not proper to carry him 
to work, went immediately and acquainted the mer­
chant with it.

Who perceiving that the ox had followed all the mtf- 
chievous advice o f the afs, wnom he thought fit to pu- 
nifh for it, he ordered the labourer to go and put the 
afs in the ox’s place, and to be fure to work him hard. 
The labourer did fo, the afs was forced to draw the 
plow all that day, which fatigued him fo much the 
more, as he was not accuflom’d to that fort of labour ; 
befides, he had been fo foundly beat, that he could 
fcarce (land when he came back.

Mean while the ox was mightily pleas’ d, he eat up 
all that was in his flail, and refted himfelf the whole 
day. He was glad at the heart that he had follow’d 
the afs’s alvice, blelTed him a thoufand times for if, 
and did not fail to compliment him upon it, when he 
faw him come back. The afs anfwer’d not one word, 
fo vex’d was he to be fo ill treated; but fays within 
himfelf, ’ tis by my own imprudence 1 have brought this 
misfortune upon nayfelf; l liv’d happily,* every thing 
fmil’d upon me ; 1 had all that I could wifh, tiŝ  my 
own fault that 1 am brought to this mil'erable condition ; 
and i f  I can’ t contr ive fome way to get out of it, I am 
certainly undone ; and as he fpoke thus, his ilrength 
was fo much exhaulted that he fell down at his flail, 
as if  he had been half dead.

Here the grand vizier addrefied himfelf to Schehera­
zade, and laid, Daughter, you do jull like the afs, you
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will expofe yourself to deftru&ion by your falfe pru­
dence. T ake my advice, be eafy, and don’ t take inert 
raeafures as will halten your death. Father, replies 
Scheherazade, the example you bring me is not capa­
ble of making me change my refolntion ; I will never 
ceaie importuning you until you prefent me to the 
buJ^.n be bls bnde* T h e vizier perceiving that (he 
perfifteain her demand, replied, alas then! fines you 
w ill continue obftinate, I fh a ll be obliged to treat vou 
m the fame manner as the merchant I named juft now 
treated his wife in a little tim e after.

3 he merchant underlianding that the afs was in a 
lamentable condition, was curious to know what palled 1 
betwixt him and the o x ; therefore after fupper, he 
went out by moonlight, and fat down bv them, his 
w ife bearing him company. When he 'arriv’d, he 

eard the afs fay to the ox, Comrade, tell me, I pray 
you, what you intend to do to-morrow, when the la­
bourer brings you meat? W hat will 1 do ? fays the ox, 
i  w ill continue to do as you taught me. I will go off 
from him and threaten him with my horns, as 1 did 
yefterday ; I will fain m yfelf to be fick, and juft 
ready to die. Eeware o f that, replies the afs, it will 
rum you , for as l came home this evening, I heard 
the merchant, our mailer, fay fomething that makes 
me tremble for you. Alas ! what did you hear ? fays 
V c '?s y°u love me, hide nothing from me, my 

' prigiitly. O ur mailer, replied the afs, had thele 
a expreffions to the labourer : Since the ox does not 

e a t , and is not able to work, I would have him k ill’d 
to-morrow, and we will give his flesh as an alms to the 
poor for G od’s lake ; as for the ikin that will be of ufe 
to us, and I would have you g iv e  it the currier to drefs; 
therefore don’t fail, but fend for the butcher. This 
is what I had to tell you, fays the afs. The concern I 
nave for your prefervation, and my friendship for you, 
o b lig  d me to let you know it, and to give* you new 
advice. As foon as they bring .you ycur bran and 
ltraw, rife up and eat heartily. Our mailer will by this 
think that you are cur’d, and no doubt will recall his 
orders for killing y o u ; whereas i f  you do otherwise, 
you are certainly gone.

This



The difcourfe had the elFefl which the afs deilgned. 
T h e  ox was itrangely troubled at it, and bellowed out 
for fear. The merchant, who heard the difcourfe very 
attentively, fell into fuch a fit o f laughter, that his wife 
was furprized at it, and faid, Pray, hulhand, tell me 
what you laugh at fo heartily, that I may laugh with 
you. Wife, fays he, you mull content yourlelf with 
hearing me laugh, fNo, replied Ihe, I will know the 
reafon. I cannot giveyou that fatisfadtion, anfwers he, 
but only that I laugh at what our afs juft now faid to 
our ox. The reft is a fecret, which 1 am not allowed 
to reveal. And what hinders you from revealing the 
fecret? fays (he. I f  I  tell it you, anfwers he, it w ill 
coll me my life. You only jeer me, cried his wife ; 
what you tell me now connot be true. I f  you don’ t 
fatisfy me prefently, what you laught at, and tell mfe 
what the ox and afs faid to one another, I fwear by 
heaven that you and I fhall never bed together again.

Having fpoke thus, Ihe went into the houfe in a 
great fret, and fetting herfelf in the corner, cried there 
all night. Her huiband lay alone, and finding next 
morning that Ihe continued in the fame humour, told 
her, fhe was a very foolifh woman to afflift herfelf in 
that manner, the thing was not worth fo m uch; and 
that it did concern her as little to know the matter, as 
it concerned him much to keep it fecret; Therefore I 
conjure you to think no more of it. I fhall Hill think fo 
much o f it, fays fhe, as never to forbear weeping till  
you have fatisfied my curiofny. But I tell you very 
ferioufty, replied he, that it will cofl me my life, i f  
I yield to your indiferetion. Let what will happen, 
fays Ihe, I do infill upon it. I perceive, fays the mer­
chant, that ’ tis impoflible to bring you to reafon, and 
fince I forefee that you will occafion your own death 
by your obilinacy, 1 will call in your children, that 
they may fee you before you die. Accordingly he 
call’d for ’em, and lent for her father and mother, and 
other relations. When they were come, and heard the 
reafon of their being called for, they did all they could 
to convince her that (lie was in the wrong, but to no 
purpofe : (he told them Ihe would rather die than yield 
that point to her huiband. Her father and mother
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fpoke to her by herfelf, a'.id tnld her that what ihe 
deJired to know was o f no importance to her ; but they 
could gain nothing upon her, either by their authority 
or intreaties. When her children law that nothing 
would prevail to bring her out o f that fullen temper, 
they wept bitterly. The merchant himfelf was like 
a man out o f his fenfes, and was almoft ready to rifle 
his own life, to fave that o f  his wife, whom he loved 
dearly.

Now, my daughter, fays the vizier to Scheherazade, 
this merchant had fifty hens and a cock, with a dog 
that gave good heed to all that palled ; and while the 
merchant was fet down as 1 laid, and confidering 
what he had bell to do, he fees his dog run toward 
the cock as he was treading a hen, aud heard him 
fpeak to him thus: Cock, fays he, I am lure heaven 
w ill not let you live long ; are you not alhamed to do ;.j 

• that thing to-day ? The cock ftanding up on tiptoe, j 
anl'wers the dog fiercely : And why, fays he, Ihould 
I  not do it to-day as well as other days? If you don’t 
know , replies the dog, then I ’ ll tell you, that this day 
emr mailer is in great perplexity. H is wife would have 
him  reveal a fecret which, is of fuch a nature, that it 
w ill  coll him his life i f  he doth it. Things are come 
to  that pafs, that it is to be feared he willicarcely have 
refolution enough to refill his wife’s obftir.acy; lor he 
loves her, and is affedled w ith the tears that Ihe conti­
nually Iheds, and perhaps it may coft him his life ; we 
are all alarmed at it, and you only infult our melan­
choly, and have the impudence to divert yourfelf with 
your hens.

-The cock anfwer’d the dog’s reproof thus : W hat, 
has our mailer fo little ienfe ? He has but one w ife , 
and can’ t govern h er: and though I have fifty, I make 
them all do what l pleafe. Let him make ufe of his 
reafon, he will fpeedily find a way to rid himfelf o f his 
trouble. How, fays the dog, what would you have 
him  do? Let him go into the room where his wife is ,  
fays the cock, lock the door, and take a good Hick 
and thralh her well ; and i ’ ll anfwer for it, that w il l  
bring her to her right w its, and make her forbear to  
alk him any more what he ought not to tell her. T h e
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. Merchant had no fooner heard what the cock faid, hut 
he took up a good hick, went to his wife, whom lie 
found Hill a crying, and (hutting the door, belaboured 
her fo Ibundly, that (he cried out, ‘ It is enough, huf- 
‘ band, it is enough, let me alone, and I will never 
‘  aik the quellion more.’ Upon this, perceiving that 
(he repented of her impertinent curioiity, he forbore 
drubbing her; and opening the door, herfriends came 
in, were glad to find her cured of her obftinacy, and 
complimented her hufband upon this happy expedient 
to bring his wife toreafon. Daughter, adds the grand 
vizier, you deferve to be treated as the merchant tteat- 
ed his wife.

Father, replied Scheherazade, I beg you would not 
take it ill that I perfift in my opinion. I am nothing 
moved by the ilory of that woman. I can tell you 
abundance o f others, to perfuade you that you ought 
not to oppofe my defign. Befides, pardon me for de­
claring to you, that your oppofitig me would be in 
vain ; for i f  your paternal affe&ion (hould hinder you 
to grant my requelt, I would go and offer myfelf to 
the Sultan. In ihort, the father, being overcome by 
the refolution of his daughter, yielded to her impor­
tunity, and though he was very much grieved that be 
could not divert her from fuch a fatal refolution, he 
went that minute to acquaint the Sultan, that next 
nignt he would bring him Scheherazade.

The Sultan was much furprizedat the facrilice which 
the grand vizier made to him. How could you refolve 
upon it, fays he, to bring me your own daughter ? S ir, 
anl'wers the vizier, it ’ s her own offer. The fad deftiny 
that attends it could not fcare her ; Jhe prefers the ho­
nour of being your majefty’ s wife one night, to her 
life. But don’t miftake yourfelf, vizier, fays the Sul­
tan, to-morrow, when I put Scheherazade into your 
hands, I expeftyou would take away her life ; and i f  
you fail, I fwear that yourfelf (hall die. Sir, rejoins 
the vizier, my heart without doubt will be full o f g r ie f 
to execute your commands ; but it is to no purpofe for 
nature to murmur; tho’ I be her father, 1 will anfwer 
for the fidelity o f my hand to obey your order. Schah- 
riar accepted his minifter’ s offer, and told him he might 
bring his daughter when he pleafed.
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The grand vizier went with the news to Schehera­
zade, who received it with as much joy, as i f  it had 
been the mold agreeable thing in the world ; fhe thanked 
her father for having obliged her in fo fenfible a man­
ner; and perceiving that he was overwhelmed with 
g iief, fhe told him, in order to his confolation, that 
Hie hoped he would never repent his having married 
her to the Sultan; but that on the contrary, he 
fhould have reafon to rejoice in it all his days.

A ll her bufinefs was to put herfelf in a condition to 
appear before the Sultan; but before fhe went, lhe 
took her fifter Dinarzade apart, and fays to her, My 
dear filler? I have need o f  your help in a matter of very 
great importance, and mud pray you not to deny it 
me. _ M y father is going to carry me to the Sultan to 
be his wife; don’t let this frighten you, but hear me 
with patience. As foon as 1 am come to the Sultan, I 
will pray him to allow you to lie in the bride-chamber, 
that I may enjoy your company this one night more, 
ir  I obtain that favour, as 1 hope to do, remember to 
awake me to-morrow an hour before day, and to ad- 
drefs me in thefe or fome fuch words. ‘ M y filler, if 

you be not afleep, I pray you that till day-break, 
vvhich will be very fpeedily, you will tell me one of 
the fine dories o f which you have read fo many.’ Im ­

mediately I will tell you one; and I hope by this 
means to deliver the city  from the condernation they 
are under at prefent. Dinarzade anfwered that fhe 
woul d obey with pleafure what fhe required o f her.

J ne time of going to bedbeingcom e, the grand vizier 
conducted Scheherazade to the palace, and retired after 
having introduced her into the Sultan’s apartment NAs 
foon a* the Sultan was left alone with her, he ordered 
her to uncover her face, and found it fo beautiful, that 
he was perfedtly charmed with her ; and perceiving her 
to be in tears, afked her the reafon. Sir, anfwered 
Scheherazade, I have a fifter, who loves me tenderly, 
as 1 do her ; and I could wilh that fhe might be allowed 
to be all night in this chamber, that I might fee her, 
and bid her once more adieu. Will you be pleafed to 
allow me the comfort o f  giving her this lad teflimony 
o f my friendship. Schahriar having confected to it,
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tjinarzade, was fent for, who came with all poffible 
diligence. The Sultan went to bed with Scheherazade 
upon an alcove raifed very high, according to the cuf- 
tom of the monarchs o f the eaft ; and Dinarzade lay 
in a bed that was prepared for her, near the foot o f  the 
alcove.

An hour before day, Dinarzade being awake, failed 
not to do as her filter ordered her. My dear filter, 
cries (he, i f  you be not afleep, I pray until day-break 
which will be in a very little time, that you will tell me 
one of thofe pleafant ftories you have read; alas-! this 
may perhaps be the lalt time that ever I lhall have that 
fatisfadtion.

Scheherazade, inftead of anfwering her filter, ad- 
drefs’d herfelf to the Sultan thus ; Sir, will your ma- 
jefty be pleafed to allow me to give my filler this fatis- 
fadtionr With all my heart, anl'wers the Sultan. Then 
Scheherazade bid her filter liften ; and afterwards ad- 
drelfing herfelf to Schahriar, began thus:

The Firjl Night.
/

Thhe Merchant and the Genie.

S I R,

T HERE was formerly a merchant who had a 
great eltate in lands, goods, and money. He 

had abundance o f aeputies, fadtors, and Haves. He 
was obliged from time to time to take journies, and 
talk with his correfpondents ; and one day being under 
a neceffity o f going a long journey, about an affair o f 
importance, he took horie, and put a portmanteau 
behind him, with fome biicuits and dates, becaufe he 
had a great defart to pafs over, where he could have no 
manner of provifions. He arrived without any acci­
dent at theend of his journey ; and having difpatched 
his affairs, took horfe again, in order to return home.

The fourth day o f his journey, he was fo much in­
commoded by the heat o! the fun, and the refledtion o f 
that heat from the earth, that he turn’d out of the road, 
to refrelh himfelf under fome trees tl.at he law in the 
country. There he found at the foot o f a great walnut- 
tree, a fountain of very dear running water and alight­
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ing, tied his horfe to a branch of the tree, and fitting 
down by the fountain, took fome bifcuits and dates cut 
o f  his portmanteau ; and as he eat his dates, threw the 
fhells about on both fides o f  him. When he had done 
eating, being a good muflelman, he wafhed his hands, 
his face, and his feet, and faid his prayers. He had 
not made an end, but was ftill on his knees, when he 
faw a Genie appear, all white with age, and of a 
monftrous bulk; who, advancing towards him with a 
fcymetar in his hand, fpoke to him in a terrible voice, 
thus: Rife up, that I may kill thee with this fcymetar, 
as you have killed my fon ; and accompanied thofe 
words with a frightful cry. The merchant being as 
much frightened at the hideous fhape of the moniter, as 
at thofe threatening words, anfwered him trembling, 
A las! my good lord, o f  what crime can I be guilty 
towards you, that you fhould take away my life? 1 will, 
replies the Genie, kill thee, as thou haft killed my fon.
0  heaven ! fays the merchant, how fhould .L-kill your 
fon? I did not know him or ever faw him. Did not 
you fit down when you came hither, replies the Genie? 
D id  not you take dates out o f your portmanteau, and 
as you eat ’ em, did not you throw the fhells about on 
both fides; T did all that you fay, anfwers the mer­
chant, T cannot deny it. I f  it  be fo, replied the Genie,
1  tell thee, that thou haft killed my fon; and the way 
was th us: When you threw the nuclhells about, my 
fon was pafiing b y, and you threw one of them into his 
eye, which killed h im ; therefore I muft kill thee. A h! 
m y lord, pardon m e! cried the merchant. Nopardon, 
anfwersthe G enie, no mercy. Is it not juft to kill him 
that has killed another ? I  agree to it, fays the merchant, 
but certainly I never k illed  your fon; and if I have, it 
was unknown to m e, and I did it innocently , therefore 
I  beg you to pardon me, and to fuffer me to live. N o, 
no, fays the G enie, perfifting in his refolution, I muft 
k ill  thee, fince thou haft k i l l ’d my fon.; and then taking 
the merchant by the arm, threw him with his face upon 
the ground, and lifted up his fcymetar to cut off his 
head.

T he merchant all in tears, proteftedhe was innocent, 
bewailed his wife and children, and fpoke to the G enie,
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in the moil moving exprellions that could be uttered. 
The Genie with his fcymetar Hill lifted up, had fo much 
patience as to hear the wretch make an i nd o f his la­
mentations, but would not relent. All this whining, 
fays the monfter, is to no purpofe, tho’ you (hould fhed 
tears of blood, that Pnali not hinder me to kill thee, as 
tljou haft killed my fon. Why ! replied the merchant, 
can nothing prevail with you ? W ill you abfolutely take 
away the life o f a poor innocent? Yes, replied the G e­
nie, I am refolved upon it. As Ihe had fpoke thofe 
words, perceiving it was day, and knowing that the 
Sultan rofe betimes in the morning to fay his prayers, 
and hold his council, Scheherazade held her peace. 
Lord ! filler, fays Dina-rzade, what a wonderful ftoiy 
is this ! The remainder o f it, fays Scheherazade, is 
more furprizing, and you will be of my mind, if  the 
Sultan will let meTive this day, and permit me to tell 
it you the next night. Schahriar, who had liltened to 
Scheherezade with pleafurej fays to himfelf, I will day 
till to-morrow, for 1 can at any time put her to death, 
when Ihe-has made an end of her ftory ; fo having re­
folved not to take away Scheherazade’s life that day, he 
rofe and went to his prayers, and then call’d his council.

A ll this while the grand vizier was terribly uneafy. 
Inftead of lleeping, he fpent the night in lighs and 
groans, bewailing the lot of his daughter, o f .whom-he 
believed that he him felf lhould be the executioner. And 
as, in this melancholy profpeft, he was afraid o f fee­
ing the Sultan, he was agreeably furprized, when he 
faw the prince enter the council chamber without g iv ­
ing him the fatal orders he expe&ed.

The Sultan, according to his culloin, fpent the day in 
regulating his affairs ; and when night came, he went to 
bed with Scheherazadp. Next morning before day, D i-  
narzade failed not to addrefs herfelfto her lifter, thus,; 
My dear filler, i f  you be not alleep, I pray you till day­
break, which muft be in a very little time, to go on 
with the ftory you began lalt night. The Sultan, with 
out (laying till Scheherazade atkedhim leave, bid her 
make an end of the ftory of the Genie and the mer­
chant, for I long to hear the ilflie of it ; upon which 
Scheherazade fpoke, and continued the ftory as follows.
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The Second Night.

W H EN  the merchant faw that the .Genie was go­
ing to cut off his head, lie cried out aloud, and 

faid to him, For heaven’s fake hold your hand ! Allow 
me one word, be fo good as to grant me fome refpite, 
allow me.but time to bid my wife and children adieu, 
and to divide my eflateamong them by will, that they 
may not go to law with one another after my death; 
and when I have done fo, I will come back to the fame 
place, and fubmit to whatever you fhall pleafe to or­
der concerning me. But, fays the Genie, i f  I grant you 
the time you demand, 1 doubt you’ll never return. If 
you will believe my oath, anfwers the merchant, I 
fwear by all that’s facred, that I will come and meet 
you here without fail. W hat time do you demand then, 
replies the Genie ? I afk a year, fays the merchant; I 
cannot have lefs to order my affairs, andtoprepare my- 
fe lf  to die without regret. But I promife you, that this 
day twelve months 1 will return under thofe trees, to 
put m yfelf into your hands. Do you take heaven to 
be witnefs to this promife, fays the Genie? I do, an­
fwers the merchant, and repeat it, and you may rely 
upon my oath. Upon this the Genie left him near the 
fountain, and difappeared.

The merchant being recovered from his fright, 
mounted his horfe, and fet forward on his journey; 
and as he was glad on the one hand that he had efcap’d 
fo great a danger, io he was mortally forry on the other, 
when he thought on his fatal oath. When he came 
home, his wife and children received him with all the 
demonftrations o f a perfeCt joy. But he, inftead 
o f  making them anfwerable returns, fell a weeping 
bicteriy ; from whence they readily conjectured, that 
fomething extraordinary had befallen him. His wife 
alked the realon of his excelfive grief and tears; We 
are all overjoyed, fays five, at your return ; but you 
frighten us to fee you in this condition ; pray tell us 
the caufe of your forrow. A las! replies the hulband, 
the caufe of it is, that I have but a year to liv e : 
and then told what had patted betwixt him and t_he

Genie,
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Genie, and that he had given him his oath to return 
at the end o f the year, to receive death from his 
hands.

When they had heard this fad news, they all began 
to lament heartily. His wife made a pitiful outcry, 
beat her face, and tore her hair. The children being 
all in tears, made the houfe refound with their groans ; 
and the father, not being able to overcome nature, 
mix’d his tears with theirs : So that, in a word, it 
was the moil affedling fpedacle that any man could 
behold.

Next morning the merchant applied him ftlf to put 
his affairs in order ; and the firftof all to pay his debts. 
He made prefents to his friends, gave great alms to 
the poor, fee his {laves o f both fexes at liberty, divid­
ed his eftate among his children, appointed guardians 
for fuch of them as were not come of age; and reilor- 
ing to his wife all that was due to her by contradi o f 
marriage, he gave her over and above all that he could 
do by law.

A t lalt the year expired, and go he m a t  H e put 
his burial clothes in his portmanteau ; but never was 
there fuch grief feen as when he came to bid his wife 
and children adieu. They could not think of parting, 
but refolved to go along and to die with him ; but 
finding that he muft be forced to part with thofe dear 
objedts, he fpokc to them thus ; My dear w ife and 
children, fays he, I obey the order of heaven in quit­
ting you; follow my example, fubmit courageoufly to 
this neccffity, and conftder that ’ tis the defliny ofm an to 
die. Having faid thefe words, he went out o f  the 
hearing of the cries o f his family ; and taking h« jour­
ney, arrived at the place where he promifed to meet 
the Genie on the day appointed. He alighted, and 
fetting himfelf down by the fountain, waited the com­
ing of the Genie, with all the forrow imaginable. Whilft 
he languifhed in this cruel expedition, a good old man 
leading a bitch, appeared and drew near him ; they 
faluted one another ; after which the old man fays to 
him, ^Brother; may I afk you why you are come into 
this defart place, where there is nothing but evil fpirits, 
and by confequence you cannot be fafe. To look upon 
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thefe fine trees, indeed, one would think the place in­
habited ; but it is a true wilderuefs, where it is not fafe 
to flay long.

The merchant fatisfied h is ■ curiofity, and told him 
the adventure which obliged him to be there. The old 
man liilened to him with aftonilhment, and when he 
had done, cry’d out, This is the moll: furprizing thing 
in the world ; and you are bound with the mod inviolable 
Oath ? However, 1 will be wituefs o f your interview 
w ith the Genie. And fitting down by the merchant, 
they talked together. But 1 fee day, fays Schehera­
zade, and-mull leave ,off; yet the beft o f the ftory is 
to come. The Sultan refolving to hear the end of it, 
fufFered her to live that day alio.

The Third Night,

N E X T  morning Dinarzade made the fame requell: 
to her filler as formerly, thus : M y dear filter, 

fays Ihe, i f  you be not afleep, tell me one of thofe plea- 
fant Itories that you have read. But the Sultan, willing 
to underftand what followed betwixt the merchant and 
the Genie, bid her go on with that, which ihe did as 
fo llow s:

Sir, while the merchant and the old man that led 
the bitch were talking, they faw another old man com­
in g  to them, followed by two black dogs: After they 
had faluted one another, he afked them what they did 
in that place? The old man with the bitch told him 
the adventure of the merchant and Genie, with all that 
had paffed between them, particularly the merchant’s 
oath. He added, that it was the day agreed on, and 
that he was refolved to flay and fee the ilfue.

The fecond old man thinking it alfo worth his cu­
riofity, refolved to do the lik e  ; he likewife fat down 
b y  them; and they had fcarce began to talk together, 
but there came a third old man, who addrelling him- 
fe lf to the two former, alked 'why the merchant that 
fat'w ith them looked fo melancholy ? They told him 
the reafon of it, which appeared fo extraordinary to him, 
that he alfo refolved to be witnefs to the refult; and for 
that end lat down with them.
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In a little time they perceived in the field a thick 
vapour, like a cloud o f dull raifed by a whirlwind, ad- 
vancing towards them, which vanished all of a fudden, 
and then the Genie appeared; who, without faluting 
them, came up to the merchant with a drawn fcymetar, 
and taking him by the arm, fays, Get thee up, that I 
may kill thee, as thou didii my fon. The merchant 
and the three old men being frightened, began to la­
ment, and to fill the air with their cries. Here Sche­
herazade, perceiving day, left off her ftory, which did 
fo much whet the Sultan’s curiofity, that he was ab- 
folutely refolved to hear the end of it, and put off the 
Sultanefs’s execution till the next day.

Nobody can exprefs the grand vizier’s joy, when he 
perceived that the Sultan did not order him to hill Sche­
herazade ; his family, the court, and all the people in 
general, were affomihed at it.

The Fourth Night,

T Owards the end o f  the following night, Dinar- 
•zade failed not to awake the Sultanefs. M y 

dear filler, fays lire, i f  you be not afieep, pray tell me 
one o f your fine ftories. Then Scheherazade, with the 
Sultan’s permiffion fpoke as follows.

S ir, when the old man that led the bitch, law the 
Genie lay hold of the merchant, and about to kill 
him without p ity, he threw himfelf at the feet o f the 
moniler, and killing them, fays fo him, 'Prince of 
Genies, I molt humbly requeft you to fufpend your 
anger, and do me the favour to hear me. 1 will tell 
you the hillory of iny life, and o f the bitch you fee; 
and i f  you think it more wonderful and furprizing 
than the adventure of the merchant you are going to 
kill, I hope you will pardon the poor unfortunate man 
the third of his crime. The Genie took lome time to 
confult upon it ,  but anfwered at lalt, Well then, I 
agree to it.

The H if cry of the F ir f  Old Flan, and the Bitch, ,

I
 Shall begin then, fays the old man ; liflen to me, 

I pray you with attention. This bitch you fee is 
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my coufin ; nay what is mote, my wife ; (he was only 
twelve years of age when 1 married her, lb that I may 
juftjy fay, {he ought as much to regard me asher father, 
as her kinfman and huiband.

W e lived together twenty years, without any chil­
dren, yet her barrennefs did not hinder my having a 
great deal o f complaifance and friendlhip for her. The 
delire of having children only made me to buy a {lave, 
by whom T had a fon, who was extreme promiiing. My 
w ife being jealous, conceived a hatred for both mo­
ther and child, but concealed it lb well, that I did 
not know it till ’ twas too late.

Mean time my fon grew up, and was ten years old, 
when I was obliged to undertake a journey. Before I 
went, I recommended to my wife, o f whom I had no 
midrud, the Have and her fon, and pray’d her to take 
care of ’em during my abfence, which was for a whole 
year. She made ufe of that time to fatisfyher hatred ; 
ihe applied herfelf to m agick, and when {he knew 
enough of that diabolical art to execute her horrible 
contrivance, the wretch carried my fon to a defolate 
place, where, by her inchantments, (he changed my 
ion into a calf, and gave him to my farmer to fatten, 
pretending Ihe had botlght him . Her fury did not Hop 
at this abominable affion, but file likewife changed the 
ilave into a cow, and gave her alfo to my farmer.

A t  my return, I alked for the mother and child J- 
Your Have, fays Ihe, is dead ; and for your fon, I 
know not what is become o f him, 1 have not feen him 
thefe two months. I was troubled at the death of the 
Have, but my fon having only difappeared, as {he told 
m e, I was in hopes he would return in a little time. 
However, eight months paifed, and I heard nothing o f 
him. When the feltival o f the great Bairam happened, 
to celebrate the lame, I fent to my farmer for one of 
the fatted cows, to facrifice ; and he fent me one ac­
cordingly. The cow which he brought me was my 
flave, the unfortunate mother o f my fon. I tied her, 
but as I was going to facrifice her, Ihe bellowed piti­
fu lly , and I could perceive dreams o f tears run from 
her eyes. This ieemed to me very extraordinary, and 
finding myfelf, in fpite o f all I could do, feized with
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pity, I could not find in my heart to give her a blow, 
but ordered my farmer to get me another.

M y wife, who was prefent, was enraged at my com­
panion, and oppofing herfelf to an order which difap- 
pointed her malice, fhe cries out, What do you do, 
hufband ? Sacrifice that cow, your farmer has not a 
finer, nor one fitter for that uie. Out of complaifance 
to my wife, I came, again to the cow, and combating 
my pity, which fufpended the facrifice, was going to 
give her the fatal blow ; when the vi£tim redoubling 
her tears, and bellowing, difarmed me a fecond time. 
Then I put the mell into the farmer’s hands, and bid 
him take and facrifice her himfelf, for her tears and 
bellowing pierced my heart.

The farmer, lefs compaffionate than I, facrificed her; 
and when he flea’d her, found her to be nothing but 
bones, though to us fhe feemed very fat. Take her to 
yourfelf, fays I to the farmer, I quit her to you ; give 
her in alms, or which way you will ; and i f  you 
have a very fat calf, bring it me in her Head. ’ 1 did 
not inform m yfelf what he did with the cow, but foon 
after he took her away, he came with a very fat calf. 
T ho’ I knew not the calf was my fon, yet 1 could 
not forbear being moved at the fight of him. O n his 
part, as foon as he faw me, he made fo great an effort 
to come to me, that he broke his cord, threw himfelf 
at my feet, with his head againll the ground, as i f  he 
would excite my companion, conjuring me not to be 
fo cruel as to take his life ; and did as much as was 
poffible for him to do,-to fignify that he was my 
fon.

I was more furprized and affefled with this afilion, 
than with the tears o f the cow ; 1 found a tender pity, 
which made me concern myfelf for him, or rather na­
ture did its duty. Go, fays I to the farmer, carry home 
that calf, take great care of him, and bring me another 
in his place immediately.

As loon as my wife heard me fay fo, fhe immediately- 
cried out, What do you do, hulband r Take my advice, 
facrifice no other ca lf but that. Wife, fays 1 , I will 
not facrifice him, I will fpare him, and pray don’t you 
oppofe it. The wicked woman had no regard to my 
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defire, (he hated my Ton too much, to confent that I 
fhould fave him : I tied the poor creature, and taking 
up the fatal knife— Here Scheherazade iiopt, becaufe 
fhe perceived day-light. v

Then Dinarzade faid, Sifter, I  am enchanted with 
this ftory ; which befpeaks my attention fo agreeably, 
J f  the Sultan will futfer me to live to-day, anfwers 
Scheherazade, what I have to tell to-morrow, will 
divert you abundantly more. Schahriar, curious to 
know what would become o f  the old man’s fon that 
led  the bitch, told the Sultanefs he would be very glad 
to hear the end o f that llory next night.

The F ifth  Night.

W H E N  day began to draw near, Dinarzade put 
her fitter’s orders in execution very exadily ; 

who being awaked, prayed the Sultan to allow her to 
g iv e  Dinarzade that fatisfadlion, which the prince, who 
took fo much pleafure in the ftory himfelf, willingly 
agreed to.

Sir, then, fays Scheherazade, the firft old man who 
led the bitch, continuing his ftory to the Genie, to the 
two o .’  er old men, and the merchant, proceeded thus ; 
1 took the knife, fays he, and was going to ftrike it 
into my Ion's throat ; when turning his eyes, bathed 
with tears, in a languiftting manner, towards me, he 
affedled me fo that I had no ftrength to facrifice him, 
but let the knife fall, and told my wife pofitively that 
I  would have another ca lf to facrifice, and not that. 
She ufed ail endeavours to make me change my refo- 
lution ; but I continued’firm, and pacified her a little, 
by promifing that I would facrifice him againftthe Bai- 
ram next year.

Next morning my farmer dcfired to fpeak with me 
alone ; and told me, 1 come fays he, to tell you a 
piece of news, for which I hope you will return me 
thanks. I have a daughter that has fome Ikill in ma- 
g ic k :  Yefterday as I carried back the calf, which you 
would not facrifice, I perceived fhe laughed when fhe 

fa w  him, and in a moment after fell a' weeping, T 
afked her why fhe atted two fuch contrary parts at one
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and the fame time. Father, replies Ihe, the ca lf you 
bring back is our landlord’s fon : I laughed for joy to 
fee him Hill alive, and I wept at the remembrance of 
the facrifice that was made the other day of his mother,' 
who was changed into a cow. Thefe two metamot- 
.phofes were made by the inchantments of our mailer s 
wife, who hated the the mother and fon. This is what 
my daughter told me, faid the farmer, and I come to 
acquaint you with it.

A t thefe words, the old man adds, I leave you to 
think, my lord G en ie, how much 1 was furprized ; I 
went immediately to my fanner, to fpeak with his 
daughter myfelf. As foon as 1 came, I went forthwith 
to the Hall where my fon was ; he could not anfwer my 
embraces, but received them in fuch a manner, as fully 
fatisfied me he was my fon.

The farmer’ s daughter came : My good maid, fays 
I, can you reftore my fon to his former ihape ? Yes, 
fays fhe, I can. A h  1 fays I, if  you can, 1 w ill make 
you miftrefs o f all my fortune. She replied to me, 
fa ilin g , You are our mailer, and 1 know very well 
what I owe to you, but I cannot reftore your fon into 
his former fhape, but on two conditions: T he firft 
is, that you give him me for mŷ  hulband 5 and the 
fecond is, that you allow me to punifh the perfon who 
changed him into a calf. For the firft, fays I, I agree 
to it°vvith all my heart: Fjay» 1 promife you more, a 
confiderable eilate for yourlelf, independent on what 1 
defign for my fon : In a word, you firall fee how 1 
wilTreward the great fervice 1 e.xpedl from you. As 
to what relates to m y wife, 1 alfo agree to it;  a perfon 
that has been capable of committing fuch a criminal 
aftion, deferves very well to be punifhed ; 1 leave her 
to you, only 1 mult pray you not to take her life. I 
am juft a going then, anfwers Ihe, to treat her as (he has 
treated your fon ; f agree to it, fays 1, provided you re- 
flore my fon to me beforehand.

Then the maid took a vcffel full o f water, pro­
nounced words over it that 1 did not underhand, and 
addretTing herfelf to the calf, O calf, fays Ihe, j f  thou 
waft created by the almighty and fovereign mailer of the 
world, fuch as you appear at this time, continue in 
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that form ; but i f  thou beeft a man, and art changed 
into a ca lf by enchantment,-return to thy natural lhape, 
by the permiffion ot the fovereign Creator. As lhe 
ipoke thefe words, lhe threw water upon him, and in 
an mftant he recovered his firft lhape.

M y fon, my dear foil, cried T, immediately embracing 
him with fuch a tranfport o f jo y , that I knew not what 
I was doing; it is heaven that hath fent us this young 
maid, to take off the horrible charm by which you were 
Inchanted, and to avenge the injury done to you and 
your mother. I doubt not, but in acknowledgment, 
you will take your deliverer to w ife, as I have promifed. 
H e confented to it with j o y ; buc before they married, 
ihe changed my wife into a bitch ; and this is lhe you 
fee here. I defired lhe Ihould have this lhape, rather 
than another left agreeable, that we mightfee her in the 
fam ily without horror.

Since that time, my fon is become a widower, and 
gone to travel ; and it being feveral years lince I heard' 
o f  him , 1 am come abroad to enquire after him ; and 
I1° t k ' w i l l i n g  to trull any body with my wife, 
while I mould come home, I thought fit to carry her 
every where with me. T his is the hiltory of myfelf 
and this bitch ; is it not one o f the moll wonderful 
ant, furprizing that can be ? I agree, it is, fays the 
G en ie , and upon that account I forgive the merchant 
the tmrd of his crime.

W nen the firft old man, Sir, continued the Sultanefs, 
had linilhed his ftory, the fecond, who led the two 
black  dogs, adarefled hinifelf to the Genie, and fays 
to him  : 1 am going to tell you what happened to me, 
and thefe two black dogs you fee by me, and I am cer- 
tain you will fay, that my ftory is yet more furprizing 
than that which you have juft now heard; but when I 
have told it you, I hope you w ill be pleafed to pardon
the merchant the fecond third o f  his crime. Yes, re­
plies the Genie, provided your ftory furpafs that o f the 
bitch. Then the fecond old man began in this man­
lier.^ But as Scheherazade pronounced thefe words, lhe 
faw it was day, and left oft fpeaking.

O  heaven ! filler, fays Dinarzade, thofe adventures 
are very fingular. Sifter, replies the Sultanefs, they are 
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not comparable to thofe which I have to tell you next 
night, i f  the Sultan, my lord and mailer, be fo good as 
to let me live. Scbahriar anfwered nothing to that ; 
but rofe up, faid his prayers, and went to council, 
without giving any order again!! the life o f the charm­
ing Scheherazade.

The Sixth Night.

TH E  fixth night being come, the Sultan and his 
lady went to bed. Dinarzade awaked at the ufual 
hour, and calling to the Sultanefs, fays, Dear filler, i f  

you be not afleep, I pray you until it be day, to fatisfy 
my curiofity; I am impatient to hear the llory ol the 
old man and the two black dogs. The Sultan confented 
to it with pleafure, being no lefs defirous to know the 
ftory than Dinarzade ; and Scheherazade continued ic 
as follows.

The Story o f the Second Old Man, and the two black Dogs.

G R E A T  prince o f  Genies, fays the old man, you 
mull know that we are three brothers, I and the 

two black dogs you fee : Our father left each o f us, 
when he died, one thoufand fequins. With that fum, 
we all entered into the fame way ofliving, and became 
merchants. A  little time after we had opened fhop, my 
eldefl brother, one o f thefe two dogs, refolved to iravel 
and trade in foreign countries. Upon this defign, he 
fold his elfate, and bought goods proper for the trade 
he intended.

He went away, and was abfent a whole year ; at the 
end of which, a poor man, who I thought had come 
to alk alms, prefented himfelf before me in my ihop, 
I faid to him, God help you. God help you aifo, 
anfwered he, is it poliible you don’ t know me ? Upon 
this I looked to him narrowly, and knew him : Ah,
brother, cried I, embracing hin, how could I know 
you in this condition ? 1 made him come into my houfe, 
and alked him concerning his health, and the fuccefs of 
his travels. Don’ t alk me that quellion, fays he ; when 
you fee me, you fee a l l : it would only renew my grief, 
to tell you ail the particulars of the misfortunes that 
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have befallen me, and reduced me to ’this condition, 
fince I left you.

I immediately fhut up my {hop, and carrying him to 
a bath, gave him the beft clothes I had by me ; and 
examining my books, and finding that I had doubled 
m y flock, that is to fay, that I was worth two thoufand 
lequins, I gave him one half, W ith that, fays I, brother, 
you may make up your lofs. He joyfully accepted the 
proffer, recovered himfelr, and we lived together, as 
before.

Sometime after, rny fecond brother, who is the other 
o f  thefe two dogs, would alfo fell his eft ate. I, and 
his other brother, did all we could to divert him from 
i t ,  but could n o t: He fold it, and with the money 
bought fuch goods as were fuitable to the trade he de- 
figned. He joined a carravan, and took a journey. He 
returned at the end df the year, in the fame condition 
as my other brother ; and I having gained another thou­
fand fequins, gave him them, with which he iumifned 
his fhop, aud continued to follow his trade.

Some time after, one o f my brothers comes to me 
to  propofe a trading voyage with them ; I immediately 
rejefted their propofal. You have travelled, fays I, 
and what have you gained by it ? Who can affure me, 
that 1 {hall be more fuccefsful than you have been ? 
T h e y  reprefented to me, in  vain, all that they thought 
fa , J o  prevail upon me, to engage in that defign with 
them , for I conflantly refufed; but they importuned 
m e fomuch, that after having refilled their felicitation 
five whole years, they overcame me at laft. But when 
we were to make preparations for our voyage, and to 
buy goods neceffary to the undertaking, l found they 
had fpent all, and that they had not one farthing left 
o f  the thouiand fequins I had given each of them. 1 did 
not, however, upbraid them in the leal! with it. O n 
the contrary, my flock being fix thoufand fequins, I  
fhared the half of it with them, telling ’em, iVly brothers, 
we mull venture thefe three thoufand fequins, and hide 
the reft in fome fure place ; that in cafe our voyage be 
no more fuccefsful than yours was formerly, we may 
have wherewith to affift us, and to follow our ancient 
way of living. I gave each o f them a thoufand fequins,
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and keeping as much for myfelf, I buried the other 
three thousand in a corner o f my houfe. We bought 
our goods, and after having embarked them on board 
of a veffel, which we freighted betwixt us three, we 
put to fea with a favourable wind. After a month’s 
fail— But I fee day, fays Scheherazade, I muft flop 
here.

Sifter, fays Dinarzade, this ftory promifes a great 
deal; I fancy the reft o f  it muft be very extraordinary. 
You are not miftaken, fays the Sultanefs, and i f  the Sul­
tan will allow me to tell you, I am perfuaded it will 
very much divert you. Schahriar got up as he did the 
day before, without explaining his mind ; but gave no 
order to the grand vizier to kill his daughter.

7be Seventh Night.

W H EN  the feventh night drew near a clofe, D i­
narzade awaked the Sultanefs, and prayed her 

to continue the ftory o f  the fecond old man. 1 w ill, 
anfwered Scheherazade, provided the Sultan, my Lord 
and mafter, don’ t oppofe it. Not at all, fays Schahriar; 
I am fo far from oppofing it, that I defire you earneftly 
to go on with it.

T o  refume the thread of the ftory, fays Scheherazade, 
you muft know, that the old man who led the two dogs 
continued his ftory to the Genie, the other two old 
men and the merchant, thus: In fhort, fays he, after 
two months fail, we arrived happily at port, where we 
landed, and had a very great vent for our goods. I , 
efpecially, fold mine fo well, that I gained ten to one; 
and we bought commodities o f  that country, to tranf- 
port and fell in our own.

When we were ready to embark, in order to return, 
I met, upon the bank of the fea, a lady handfome 
enough, but poorly clad : She came up to me prefently, 
kiffed my hand, prayed me with the greatell: earneftnefs 
imaginable to marry her, and take her along with me. 
1 made fome difficulty to agree to i t ; but the faid fo 
many things to perfuade me that 1 ought to make no 
objeftion to her poverty, and that Ifliould have all the 
realon in the world to be fatisfied with her conduft,

that



that I yielded. I ordered fit apparel to be made for 
her ; and after having married her, according to form, 
I  took her on board, and we fet fail. During the navi­
gation, I  found the wife I had taken, had fo many- 
good qualities, that I loved her every day more and 
more. In the mean time m y two brothers, who had 
not managed their affairs fo well as 1 did mine, envied 
m y profperity ; and their fury carried them fo far, as 
to confpire againft my life ; fo that one night, when 
m y wife and 1 were afleep, they threw us both in the fea.

M y wife was a Fairy, and by confequence, Genie, 
you know well fhe could not be drowned ; but for me, 
i t  is certain I had been loll, without her help. I had 
fcarce fallen into the water, till fhe took me up, and 
carried me to an ifland. W hen it was day, the Fairy 
faid to me, You fee, hufband, that by faving your life, 
I  have not rewarded you ill for your kindnefs to me. 
You mull know, that 1 am a Fairy, and that being upon 
the bank of the fea, when you were going to embark, 
I  found I had a flrong inclination for you; I had a. 
mine to try your goodnefs, and prefented myfelf before 
you in that difguife wherein you faw me. You have 
dealt very generoufly with m e, and I am mighty glad 
to have found an opportunity of teftifying my acknow­
ledgment to you: But I am incenfea againft your bro­
thers, and nothing will fatisfy me but their lives.

I liftened to this difcourfe o f  the Fairy, with admira­
tion ; I thanked her as well as I could, for the great 
kindnefs fhe had done me : But, madam, fays I , for 
m y brothers, I beg you to pardon them; whatever 
caufe they have given me, 1 am not cruel enough to 
defire their death. I told her the particulars of what 
I  had^Jone for them, which increafed her indignation 
fo , that fhe cried out, I muft immediately fly after thofe 
ungrateful traitors, and take fpeedy vengeance on them ; 
I  will drown their vefTel, and throw them into the bot­
tom of the fea. N o, my good lady, replied 1, for the 
fake of heaven don’ t dofo; moderate your anger, con- 
fider that they are my brothers, and that we muft do 
good for evil.

1 pacified the Fairy by thofe words; and as foon as I  
had ipokc fhem, fhe tranfported me in a moment from
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the ifland where vve were, to the roof of my own houfe, 
which was terrail'ed, and difappeared in a moment. I 
went down, opened the doors, and dug up the three 
thoufand fequins I had hid. I went afterwards to the 
place where my ihop was, which I alfo opened ; and 
was complimented by the merchants, my neighbours, 
upon my return. When I went to my houfe, I per­
ceived two black dogs, which came to me in a very 
fubmiffive manner: I knew not what it meant, but was 
much aftonifhed at it. But the. Fairy, who appeared 
immediately, fays to me, hulband, do not be furprized 
to fee thefe two black dogs by you, they are your two 
brothers. I was troubled at thefe words, and afked her 
by what power they were fo transformed. It was I 
that did it, fays Ihe, at lead I gave commiffion to one 
of my fillers to do it, who at the fame time funk their 
lhip. You have loft the goods you had on board, b u l l  
will make it up to you another way. As to your two 
brothers, I have condemned them to remain five years 
in that lhape. Their perfidioufnefs too well deferves 
fuch a penance ; and, in fhort, after having told me 
where 1 might hear of her, lhe difappeared.

Now the five years being out, 1 am travelling in 
quell o f  her; and as I palled this way, I met this mer­
chant, and the good old man that led the bitch, and 
fat down by them. T his is my hillory, O prince o f 
Genies ! don’ t you think it very extraordinary? I own 
it, fays the G enie, and upon that account I remit the 
merchant the-fecond third o f the crime which he had 
committed againlt me.

As foon as thefecond old man had finilhed his ftory, 
the third began, and made the like demand o f the 
Genie, with the two fir ll; that is to fay, to pardon the 
merchant the other third o f his crime, provided the 
ftory he had to tell him , exceeded the two he had 
already heard, for lingular events. The Genie made 
him the fame promife as he had done the other two. 
Hearken then, fays the old man to him— but day ap­
pears, fays Scheherazade, I mull Hop here.

I can’t enough admire, filler, fays Dinarzade, the 
adventures you have told me. I know abundance more, 
anlwers the Sultanefs, that are Hill more wonderful.

Schahriar,



Schahriar willing to know i f  the ftory of the third old 
man would be as agreeable as that o f the fecond, put off 
the execution of Scheherazade till the next day.

The Eighth Night.

A S foon as Dinarzade perceived it was time to call 
the Sultanefs, (he fays, filler, I have been awake 

a long time, and had a great mind to awake yon, I am 
fo impatient to hear the (lory of the third old man. 
T h e  Sultan anfwered, I can hardly think that the third 
ftory will furpafs the two former ones.

Sir, replies the Sultanefs, the third old man told his 
ftory to the Genie ; 1 cannot tell it you, becaufe it is 
not come to my knowledge but I know that it did fo 
much exceed the two former (lories, in the variety of 
wonderful adventures, that the Genie was allonilhed at 
it  ; and no fooner heard the end of it, but he faid to 
the third old man, I remit the other third part o f the 
merchant’s crime upon the account of your (lory. He 
is very much obliged to all three of you, for having 
delivered him out o f his danger by your Itories ; with­
out which, he had not now been in the world. And 
having fpoke thus he difappeared, to the great content­
ment o f the company.

The merchant failed not to give his three deliverers 
the thanks he owed them. They rejoiced to fee him 
out of danger ; after wnich they bid him adieu, and 
each of them went on his w ay. The merchant returned 
to his wife and children, and palled the reft of his 
days with them in peace. But, Sir, added Schehera­
zade, how pleafant foever thefe dories may be, that I 
have told your majefty hitherto, they don’t come near 
that of the Filherman. Dinarzade perceiving that the 
Sultanefs demurred, fays to her, filler, fince there is 
Hill fome time rem aining, pray tell us the ftory of the 
Filherman, if  the Sultan is willing. Schahriar agreed 
to it, and Scheherazade refuming her difeourfe, pur- 
fued it in this manner.

The



The Story o f the Fijherman.
S I R ,

THERE was a very ancient filherman, fo poor, 
that he could fcarce earn enough to maintain 

himfelf, his wile, and three children. He went every 
day to filh betimes in a morning ; andimpofed it as a 
law upon himfelf, not to call his nets above four times 
a day. He went one morning by moon-light, and 
coming to the fea-bank, undreifed himfelf, and call in 
his nets. As he drew them towards the Ihore, he found 
them very heavy, and thought he had a good draught o f 
iifh, at which he rejoiced Within himfelf; but in a 
moment after, perceiving that inftead of filh, there was 
nothing in his nets but the carcafs of an afs, he was 
mightily vexed. Scheherazade ftopt here, becaufe Ihe 
faw it was day.

Sifter, fays D inarzade, I muft confefs, that the be­
ginning of the ftory charms me, and I forefee that the 
refult o f it will be very agreeable. There is nothing 
morefurprizing than the ftory o f this filherman, replied 
the Sultanefs, and you will be convinced o f it next night, 
i f  the Sultan will be fo gracious as to let me live. 
Schahriar being curious to hear the fuccefs o f fuch an 
extraordinary filhing, would not order Scheherazade to 
be put to death that day.

The Ninth . Night.

MY  dear lifter, cries Dinarzade next morning af 
the ufual hour, i f  you be not afleep, I pray you 

go on with the ftory o f the fifherman ; I am ready to 
die till I hear it. I am willing to give you that fatif- 
faftion, fays the Sultanefs; but at the fame time, Ihe 
demanded leave of the Sultan, and having obtained it, 
began the ftory again as follows :

Sir, when the filherman, vexed to have made fuch a 
forry draught, had mended his nets, which the carcafe 
of the afs had broke in feveral places, he threw them 
in a fecond tim e; and when he drew them, found a 
great deal of refiftance, which made him to think he 
had taken abundance o f filh ; but he found nothing 
except a pannier full o f gfavel and flirae, which grieved
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him extremely. O fortune! cries he, with a laments. 
b;e tone, don’ t be angry at m e, nor perfecute a wretch 
vv ho prays tnee to (pare him. J came hither from my 
houfe to feek for my livelihood, and thou pronounceil 
death againft me. I have no other trade but this to 
fubhft b y : and notwithftanding all the care I take, I 
can scarcely provide what is abiolutely necelTary for my 
fam iiy. But I ain in the wrong to complain o f thee ; 
tnou takeft pleafure to perfecute honeft people, and to 
leave great men in obfcurity, while thou Iheweft favour 
to the wicked, and advanced: thofe who have no virtue 
to recommend them.

H aving finilhed this complaint, he threw away the 
pannier in a fret, and wafhing his nets from the /lime, 
calt the the third time ; but brought up nothing, 
except done,  ̂ shells and mud. Nobody can expreis 
his diforder; he was withirran ace o f going quite mad. 
Howevqr, when day began to appear, he did not forget 
to fay his prayers, like a good muffelman, and after- 
warns added this petition: ‘ Lord, you know, that I 

call my nets only four times a d a y ; I have already
* drawn them three times, without the leaft reward 

foi my labour: I am only to call them once more ;
I pray you to render the fea favourable to me, as4 you did to Mofes.’

.The tilherman having finifhed this prayer, call his 
nets the fourth tim e; and when he thought it was time,
• <r CjW t l̂ern as. formerly, with great difficulty ; but 
indead o f fifti, found nothing in them 'out a vefl'el of 
yellow copper, that by its weight feemed to be full o f 
fom ething; and he obferved that it was lhut up and 
healed with lead, having the impreffionof afeal upon it, 
T h is  rejoicedhim : 1 will fell it, fays he, to the founder, 
and with the money arifing from the produtt, buy a 
meafure of corn. H e examined the veffel on all fides, 
and ihook it, to fee i f  what was within made any noife, 
and heard nothing. This circumltance, with the im­
preffionof the feal upon the leaden cover, made him to 
think there was fomething precious in it. T o  try this, 
he took a knife, and opened it with very little labour. 
H e prefently turned the mouth downward, but nothing 
came out, which furprized himextremely. H e fetit be­
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fore him, and while he looked upon it attentively, 
there came out a very thick fmoke, which obliged hun 
to retire two or three paces from it.

The fmoke mounted as high as the clouds, and ex­
tending icfelf along the fea, and upon the lhore, formed 
a great mill,, which we may well imagine did m ightily 
aftonilh the fifherman. When the fmoke was all out of 
the veffel, it re-united itfelf, and became a folid body, 
of which there was formed a Genie twice as high as 
the greatell of giants. A t the fight of a monller o f 
fuch an unfizeable bulk, the fifherman would fain have 
fled, but was fo frightened, that he could not'go one Hep.

Solomon, cried the G enie immediately, Solomon, 
the great prophet, pardon, pardon; I will never more 
oppofe your will, 1 will obey all your commands.— —  

Scheherazade perceiying day, broke off her llory. 
Upon which Dinarzade faid, Dear filler, nobody 

can keep their promife better than you have done your’s. 
This llory is certainly more furprizing than all the for­
mer. Siller, replies the Sultanefs, there are more won­
derful things yet to come, if  my lord, the Sultan, w ill 
allow me to tell them you. -Schahriar had too great a 
defire to hear out the ilory of the filherman, to deprive 
himfelf o f that pleafure ; and therefore put off the Sul- 
tanefs’ s death another day.

The Tenth Night.

Dinarzade called her filler next night, when Ihe 
thought it was tim e, and prayed her to continue 

the llory of the fifherman ; and the Sultan being alfo 
impatient to know what concern the Genie had with 
Solomon, Scheherazade continued her llory thus :

Sir, the filherman, when he heard thefe words o f  the 
1 Genie, recovered his courage, and fays to him, Thou 

proud fpirit, what is it that you talk? I t ’s above eigh ­
teen hundred years fince the prophet Solomon died, and 
we are now at the end o f  time : Tell me your hiftory, 
and how you came to be Ihut up in this veffel.

The Genie turning to the filherman, with a fierce 
look, fays, You mull fpeak to me with more civility ; 
thou art very bold to call me a proud fpirit. Very well,
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replies the fifherman, (hall I fpeak to you with more 
c iv ility ; and call you the owl o f good luck? 1 fay, 
anfwers the Genie, fpeak to me more civilly, before I 
k ill  thee. Ah ! replies the fifherman, why would you 
k ill me? Did not I jull now let you at liberty, and 
have you already forgot it ? Yes, I remember it, fays 
the Genie, but that ihallmot hinder me to kill thee: 
I have only one favour to grant thee : And what’s that, 
fays the fiftierrnan ? it is, anfwers the Genie, to give 
you your choice, in what manner thou wouldft have 
m e to take thy life. But wherein have [offended you, 
replies the fifherman ? Is that your reward for the-good 
fervicesl have done you ? I can’ t treat you otherwife, 
fays the G enie; and that you may be convinced of it, 
hearken to my ilory.

I amoneofthofe rebellious fpirits that oppofed them- 
fel ves to the will of heaven ; all the other Genies owned 

' Solomon, the great prophet, and fubmitted to him. 
Sacar and I were the only Genies that would never be 
guilty  o f a mean thing : And to avenge himfelf that 
great monarch fent Afaph, the fon of Barakhia, his 
ch ie f minifter, to apprehend me. That was accord­
in gly  done. Afaph feized m y perfon, and brought me 
by force before his mailer’s throne.

Solomon, the fon o f D a v id , commanded me to quit 
m y way o f living, to acknowledge his power, and to 
fubmit myfelf tohis commands : I bravely refufed to 
obey, and told him, I would rather expofe m yfelf to 
his refentment, than fwear fealty, and fubmit to him, 
as he required. T o  punilh me, he Ihut me up in this 
copper vefiel; and to make fure o f me, that 1 fhould 
not break prilon, he llampt (himfelf) upon this leaden 
cover, his leal, with the great name of God engraven 
upon it. Thus, he gave the veffel to one of the Genies 
who fubmitted to him, with orders to throw me into 
the fea, which was executed, to my forrow.

During the firft hundred year’ s imprifonment, I fwore 
that i f  any one would deliver me before the hundred 
years expired, I would make him rich, even after his 
death : But that century ran out, and nobody did me 
that great office. During the fecond, I made an oath, 
that i  would open all the treafures o f the earth to any­
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one that fhouldfet me at liberty; but with no better 
fuccefs. In the third, I promifed to make my deliverer 
a„potent monarch, to be always near him in a ipirit, 
and to grant him every day three demands, o f what 
nature loever they might be : But this century ran out 
as well as the two former, and I continued in prifm . 
At lall being angry, or rather mad to find myielr a 
prifoner fo long, I fwore, that if  afterwards any one 
Ihould deliver me, I would kill him without pity, and 
grant him no other favour but to choofe what kind o f 
death he would die ; and therefore, fince you have de­
livered me to day, I give you that choice.

This difcourfe affliaed the poor fifherman extrem ely: 
I am very unfortunate, cries he, to come hither to do 
fuch a piece of good fervice, to one that’s fo ungrateful. 
I beg you to confider your injullice, and revoke fuch 
an unreafonable oath ; pardon me, and heaven will 
pardon you ; i f  you grant me my life, heaven will pro­
tea you from all attempts againlt your’s. No, thy dea.h s 
refolved on, fays the G enie, only' choofe how you will 
die. The filherman perceiving the Genie 10 be refo- 
lute, was extremely grieved, not fo much for himfelf, 
as for his three children ; and bewailed the mifery they 
mult be reduced to by his death. He endeavoured flill 
t6 appeafe the G enie, and fays, Alas 1 be pleaied. to 
take pity on me, in confederation of the good fervice I 
have done you. 1 have told thee already, replies the 
Genie, it ’s for that very reafon I mull kill thee. T h a t’s 
very itrange, fays the filherman, are you refolved to re­
ward good with evil ? T h e proverb fays, ‘  That he who 
‘  does good to one, who deferves it not, is always 
« ill rewarded.’ I muftconfefs, I thought it was falfe ; 
for in effeft, there can be nothing m6re contrary to 
reafon, or the laws o f  fociety. Neverthelefs, I find 
now by cruel experience, that it is but too true. D on’ t 
let’s lofe time, replies the Genie, all thy reafonings 
fhall not divert me from mypurpofe: make haite and 
tell me which way you choofe to die.

Neceffity is the mother of invention. The filherman 
bethought himfelf o f a ftratagem. Since Imuft die then, 
fays he"to the Genie, I fubmit to the will o f heaven ; 
but before I choofe the manner o f death, I conjure you
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by the great name which was engraven upon the feal 
o f  the prophet Solomon, the fon of David, to anfwer 
me truly the queftion I am going to afk you.

The Genie finding him felf obliged to a pofitive an­
fwer, by this adjuration, trembled; and replied to the 
fifherman, alk what thou w ilt, but make hafte.— Day 
appearing, Scheherazade held her peace.

Sifter, fays Dinarzade, it mult be owned that the 
more you fpeak, the more your furprize and fatisfy. I 
hope the Sultan, our Lord, will not order you to be 
put to death, till he hears out the fine ftory o f the filh- 
erman. The Sultan is abfolute, replies Scheherazade, 
we muft lubmit to bis will in every thing. But Scha'lt- 
riar being as willing as Dinarzade to hear an end of 
the ftory, did again put off the execution o f the Sul* 
tanefs*

The Eleventh Night-,

SChahriar, and the princefs, his fpoufe, paffed this 
night in the fame manner as they had done the for­

mer ; and before break o f day, Dinarzade awaked them 
w ith thefe words, {he addrefied to the Sultanefs : I pray 
you, filter, to refume the ftory o f the fifherman. With 
all my heart, faid Scheherazade, I am willing to fatisfy 
you, with the Sultan’s permifllon.

The Genie (continued the) havingpromifed to fpeak 
the truth, the fifherman lays to him, I would know i f  
you were actually in this ve ffe l: Dare you fwear it by 
the name of the great G od ? Yes, replied the Genie, I 
do fwear by that great nam e, that I was, and it is a 
certain truth. Jn good faith , anfwered the fifherman, I 
cannot believe you ; the veffel is not capable to hold 
one of your feet, and how fhould it be poftible that 
your whole body could lie in it?  I fwear to thee, not- 
svithftanding, replied the G enie, that I was there juft as 
you fee me here : Is it poftible that thou doft not b e­
lieve me after this great oath that I have taken ? T ru ly  
not I, faid the fifherman ; nor will 1 believe you, un- 
lcfs you lhew it me.

Upon which the body o f the Genie was diflolved 
and changed itfe lf into fmoke, extending itfelf as for
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merly upon the fea and ftiorfe ; and then at laft being 
gathered together, it began tore enter the veffel, which 
it fo continued to do fuccefiively, by a flow and equal 
motion, after afmooth and exadt way, till nothing was 
left out, and immediately, a voice came forth, which 
faid to the fifherman, W ell now, incredulous fellow, I 
am all in the veffel, don’ t you believe me now ?

The filherman, inftead o f anfwering the Genie, took 
the cover of lead, and having fpeedily {hut the veffel, 
Genie, cries he, now i t ’ s your turn to beg my favour, 
and to choofe which way I {hall put you to death ; but 
not fo, it ’s better that 1 fhould throw you into the fea, 
whence I took you: and then I will build a houfeupon 
the bank, w here! will dwell to give notice to to all fifh- 
ermen who come to throw' in their nets, to beware o f 
fuch a wicked Genie as thou art, who has made an oath 
to kill him that {hall fet thee at liberty.

The Genie, enraged at thofe expreifions, did all he 
could to get out o f the veil'd again, but it was not pof- 
fible for him to do it;  for the impreflion of Solomon’s 
feal prevented him : So perceiving that the fifherman 
had got the advantage o f  him, for he thought fit to dif- 
femble his anger. Fifherman, fays he, in a pleafant 
tone, take heed you don’ t do what you fay ; for what 
I fpoke to you before was only byway o f jefl, and )ou 
are to take it no othervvife. O Gtenie! replies the filh­
erman, thou who waft buta moment ago, the greatefl 
o f all Genies, and now are the leal! of them, thy crafty 
difcourfe will iignify nothing to thee, but to the fea 
thou (halt return: I f  thou haft ftaid there already fo 
long as thou haft told me, thou may’ll very well flay 
there till the day of judgment. 1 begged o f thee in 
God’s name, not to take away my life, and thou didft 
rejedt my prayers ; I am obliged to treat you in the 
fame manner.

The Genie omitted nothing that could prevail upon 
the fiflierman : Open the veffel, fays he, give me my 
liberty, I pray thee, and I promife to fatisfy thee to thy 
own content. Thou art a mere traitor replies the fifli- 
ermah, 1 fhould deferve to lofe my life, it I be fuch a 
fool as to trull thee : thou wilt not fail to treat me in 
the fame manner, as a certain Grecian king treated the
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phyfician Douban. ’ Tis a ftory I have a mind to tell 
thee, therefore liften to it,

The Story of the Grecian king and the phyjician Douban.

TH ERE was in the country of Zouman, in Perfia, 
a king, whofe fubjecls were originally Greeks. 

T h is king was all over leprous, and his phyficians in 
vain  endeavoured his cure ; and when they were at their 
w its end what to prefcribe to him, a very able phyfi­
cian , called Douban, arrived at his court.

T his phyfician had learnt his fcience in Greek, Per- 
lian, Turkifli, Arabian, L atin , Syriac, and Hebrew 
books; and befides that, he was an expert philofopher, 
and fully underflood the good and bad qualities of all 
forts of plants and drugs. A s  foon as he was informed 
o f  the king’s diftemper, and underftood that his phy- 
licians had given him over, he clad himfelf the belt he 
could, and found a way to prefent himfelf to the king. 
S ir, fays he, I know that all your majefty’s phyficians 
have not been able to cure you of the leproly, but i f  
you will do me the honour to accept my fervice, I will 
engage m yfelf to cure you without drenches, or ex­
ternal applications.

The king liftened to what he faid, and anfwered, i f  
you beable to perform whatyou dopromife, I will enrich 
you and your pofterity ; and befides the prefents Iihall 
m ake you, you fhall be my chief favourite. Do you 
allure me then, that you w ill cure me of my leprofy, 
without making me take any potion, or applying any 
external medicine ? Yes, Sir, replies the phyfician, I 
promife myfelf fuccefs, through G od’s affilfance, and 
to-morrow I will make trial o f it.

The phyfician returned to his quarters, and made a 
mallet, hollow within, and at the handle he put in his 
d ru gs: he made alfo a ball in fuch a manner as fuited 
his purpofe, with which next morning, he went to pre­
fent himlelf before the k in g, and falling down at his 
feet, killed the very ground— Here Scheherazade, per­
ceiving day, acquainted the Sultan with it, and held 
her peace.
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I wonder, fitter, fays Dinarzade, where you learn fo 
many fine things. You fhall hear a great many others 
to-morrow, replies Scheherazade, i f  the Sultan, my 
matter, will be pleas’d to prolong my life farther. 
Schahriar, who long’d as much as Dinarzade to hear 
the fequel o f the ftory o f  Douban the phyfician, did not 
order the Sultaneis to be put to death that day.

The Tw elfth Night.

THE twelfth night was far advanced, when D i­
narzade ca ll’d, and fays, Sifter, you owe us the 

continuation o f the agreeable hiftory of the Grecian 
king, and the phyfician Douban. I am very w illing 
to pay my debt, replies Scheherazade, and refum’ d the 
ftory as follows.

Sir, the fifherman fpeaking always to the G enie, 
whom he kept fhut up in  his veffel, went on thus: T h e  
phyfician Douban rofe up, and after a profound reve­
rence, fays to the k in g , he judged it meet that his raa- 
jefty fhould take horfe, and go to the place where he 
ufed to play at rnell. T h e  king did fo, and when he 
arrived there, the phyfician came to him with them ell, 
and fays to him , Sir, exercife yourfelf with this m ell, 
and ttrike the b all with it  until you find your hands and 
your body in a fweat. When the medicine I have put 
up in the handle o f the mell is heated with your hand, 
it will penetrate your whole b o d y; and as foon as you 
fhall fweat, you may leave off the exercife, for then the 
medicine will have had its effbdi. As foon as you are 
returned to your palace, go into the bath, and caufe 
youtfelf to be well walh’ d and rubb’d ; then go to bed, 
and when you rife to-morrow you will find yourfelf 
cured.

The king took the m ell, and ftruck the ball which 
was returned by his officers that played with him ;  he 
ftruck it again, and played fo long, till his hand and 
hih whole body were in a fweat, and then the medicine 
fhut up in the handle o f  the mell had its operation, as 
the phyfician faid. U pon this the king left off play, 
returned to his palace, entered the bath, and obferved 
very exactly what his phyfician had prescribed him.
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He was very well after it , and next morning when he 
arofe, ht perceived with as much wonder as joy, that 
k is leprofy was cured, and his body as clean, as i f  he had 
never been attacked with thatdiftemper. As foon as he 
was dreffed, he came into the hall of'publick audience, 
where he mounted his throne, and ihtwed himfelftohis 
courtiers ; who longing to know the fuccefs o f the new 
medicine, came thither betim es, and when they favv the 
k in g  perfectly cured, did a ll o f them exprefs a mighty 
jo y  for it. The phyfician Douban, entering the hall, 
bowed himfelf before the throne, with his face to the 
ground/ The king perceiving him, called him, made 
him fit down by his fide, fhewed him to the afiembly, 
and gave him all the commendation he deferved. His 
majefty did not Hop here ; but as he treated all his 
court that day, he made him to eat at his table alone 
with him. A t thefe words, Scheherazade*-perceiving 
day, broke cif her ftory. Sifter, faid Dinarzade, I know 
not what the conclufion o f  this ftory will be, but I find 
the beginning very furprizing. That which is to come, 
is yet better, anfweredthe Sultanefs; andl am certainyou 
w ill not deny it, i f  the Sultan gives me leave to make 
an end o f it to-morrow night. Schahriar confented, . 
and arofe very well fatisfied with what he had heard.

The Thirteenth Night.

D inarzade, w illin g to keep the Sultan in ignorance 
o f her defign, cried out as i f  flie had flatted out 

o f  her fleep : O dear filler, I have had a troublefome 
dream, and nothing w ill fooner make me forget it than 
the remainder o f the ftory o f  the Grecian king and the 
dodtor Douban. 1 do conjure you by the love you al­
ways bore me, not to defer it a moment longer. 1 fhall 
not be wanting, good filler, to eafe your mind ; and if 
my fovereign will permit me, I will go on. Schahriar, 
being charmed with the agreeable manner o f Schehera­
zade’s telling her ftories, fays to her, You will oblige 
me no lefs than Dinarzade, therefore continue.

The Grecian king (fays the fifherman to the Genie) 
was not fatisfied with having admitted the phyfician 
Douban to his table, bdt towards night, when he was

about



about difmiffing the company, {he caufed him v* be clad 
in a long rich robe, like unto thofe which his favourites 
ufually wore in his prefence ; and befidesrfbat, he or­
dered him two thouland fequins. The nex-t day, and 
the day following, he was very familiar with him ; in 
Ihort, the prince thinking that he could never enough, 
acknowledge the obligations he lay under to that able 
phyfician, bellowed every day new favours upon him . 
But this king had a grand vizier, that was avaricious, 
envious, and naturally capable of all forts of m ifchief; 
he could not fee, without envy, the prefents that were 
given to the phyfician, whofeother merits had already- 
begun to make him jealous, and therefore he refolved 
to leffen him in the king’ s efteem. To effedl this, he 
went to the king, and told him in private, that he had 
feme advice to give him which was of the greateft con­
cernment. T h e king having alked what it was ? S ir, 
faid he, it is very dangerous for a monarch to put con­
fidence in a man whofe fidelity he never tried. T h o ’  
you heap favours upon the phyfician Douban, and (hew 
him all the familiarity that may be, your majefty does 
not know but he may be a traitor at the fame-'time, 
and come on purpofe to this court to kill you. From 
whom have you this, anfwered the king, that you dare 
to tell it me ? Confider to whom you fpeak, and that 
you advance a thing which I (hall notcafily believe. Sir. 
replied the vizier, I am very well informed o f what I 
have had the honour to repreleiittoyour majefty, ther.e- 
iore do not let your dangerous confidence grow to a far­
ther height: I f  your majefty be afleep, be pleafed to 
awake ; for 1 do once more repeat it, that the phyfi­
cian Douban did not leave the heart o f Greece, his 
country, nor come here to fettle himfelf at your court, 
but to execute that horrible defign, which I have juft 
now hinted to you.

No, no, vizier, replies the king, T am certain, that 
this man, whom you treat as a villain and a traitor,

' is one of the bed and moll virtuous men in the world , 
and there is ho man I love fo much. You k n o w  by  
what medicine, or rather by what miracle, he cured ma 
of my leprofy : I f  he had had a defign upon my life, 
why did he fare me ? He needed only have left me to 
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my difexie, I could not have efcaped it. M y life was 
already half gone ; forbear then to fill me w ith unjiift 
fufpicions: inftead o f liftening to you, l tell you, that 
from this day forward, I  will give that great man a 
penfion of a thoufand fequins per month for his life; 
nay, though I did fhare with him all my riches and do­
minions, I fhould never pay him enough, for what he 
has done for m e: I perceive it to be his virtue, which 
raifes your envy ; but do not you think that I  w ill be 
unjuftly poffeffed with prejudice againfthim. I remem­
ber too well what a vizier faid to king Sinbad, his 
mafter, to prevent his putting to death the prince, his> 
fon.— But, Sir, fays Scheherazade, day-light appears, 
which forbids me to go any farther.

I am very well pleafed that the Grecian k in g , fays 
Dinarzade, had fo much firmnefs of fpirit, to rejeft 
the falfe accufationof the vizier. I f  you commend the 
firmnefs o f that prince to-day, fays Scheherazade, you 
w ill as much condemn his weaknefs to-morrow, i f  the 
bultan be pleafed to allow me time to finifh this ftory. 
T h e  Sultan, being curious to hear wherein the Grecian 
kin g  difcovered his weaknefs, did farther delay the 
death o f the Saltanefs.

.T he Fourteenth Night.

AN  hour before day, Dinarzade awaked her filler, 
and fays to her, Y ou  will certainly be as good 

as your word, madam, and tell us out the ftory o f  the 
fifherman ? To affiftyour memory, I will tell you where 
you lefto ff: It was where the Grecian king maintain­
ed the innocence o f  his phyfician Douban, againft his 
vizier. I remember it ,  fays Scheherazade, and am 
ready to give you fatisfaftion.

Sir, continues fhe, addreffing herfelf to Schahriar, 
that which the Grecian k in g  faid about king Sinbad, 
raifed the vizier’s curiofity, who fays to h im , Sir, I 
pray ^«ur majefty to pardon me, i f  I have the boldnefs 
to demand of you, what the vizier o f king Sinbad faid 
to his mafter, to divert him from cutting off the prince 
his fon. The Grecian k in g  had the complaifance to 
Jatisfyhim : That vizier, fays he, after having reprefent-
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cd to king Sinbad, that he ought to beware, left: oil 
the accufation o f a mother-in-law, he Ihould commit 
an aftion, which he m ight afterwards repent of, told 
him this (lory.

The Story o f  the Rujband and Parrot.

A  Certain man had a fair wife, whom he loved fo 
dearly, that he could fcarce allow her to he out 

of his light. O ne day, being obliged to go abroad, 
about urgent affairs, he came to a place where all forts 
of birds were fold, and there bought a parrot, which 
notonly fpoke very w ell, but could alfo give an ac­
count of every thing that was done before it. H e 
brought it in a cage to his houfe, prayed his' wife to 
pat in his chamber, and to take care of it, during a 
journey he was obliged to undertake, and then went 
out.

At his return, he took care to afkthe parrot concern­
ing what had paffed in his abfence, and the bird told 
him things that gave him occafion to upbraid his wife. 
She thought fome o f her Haves had betrayed her, but 
all of them fwore they had been faithful to her; and 
they all agreed that it mull have been the parrot, that 
had told tales.

Upon this, the wife bethought herfelf o f a w ay , 
how (he might remove her hulband’s jealoufy, and at 
the lame time revenge herfelf o f the parrot, which (he 
effefted thus. H er hufband being gone another jour­
ney, (he commanded a (lave in the night-time, to 
turn a hand-mill under the parrot’s cage ; (he ordered 
another to throw w ater, in (orm of rain, over the cape • 
and a third to take a giafs, and turn it to the right and 
to the left before the parrot, fo as the reflections o f  the 
candle might (hine on its face. The (laves fpent 
great part of the night, in doing what their miitrefs 
commanded them , and acquited themfelves very dex- 
teroufly. , /

Next night the hufoand returned, and examined 
the parrot again about what had paffed during his 
abfence. The bird anfwered, Good mailer, the light­
ning, thunder, and rain , did fo much diiturb me all 
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night, that I cannot tell how much I fuffered by it. 
Thehufband, who knew that there had been neither 
thunder, lightning, nor rain, that night, fancied that 
the parrot, not having told him the truth in this, might 
alio have lied to him in the other ; upon which he took 
it out o f the cage, and threw it with fo much force to 
the ground, that he killed it. Yet afterwards he under- 
flood by his neighbours, that the poor parrot had not 
lied to him, when it gave him an account of his wife’s 
bafe condufl, which made him repent he had killed it. 
Scheherazade ftopt here, becaufe Ihefawit was day.

A ll that you tell us, filler, fays Dinarzade, is fb 
curious, that nothing can be more agreeable. I fhall 
be willing to divert you, anfwers Scheherazade, i f  the 
Sultan, my mailer, will allow me time to do it. Schah- 
riar, who took as much pleafure to hear the Sultanefs, 
as Dinarzade, arofe and went about his affairs, with­
out ordering the vizier to cut her oft'.

The Fifteenth Night.

Dinarzade was punftual this night, as fhe had 
been the former, to awake her filler, and begged 

ofh er, as ufual, to tell her a llory. 1 am going to do 
it ,  filler, fays Scheherazade ; but the Sultan interrupted' 
her, for fear Ihe fhould begin a new llory, and bid her 
finifh the difcourfe between the Grecian king and his 
vizier, about his phyfician Douban. S ir , fays Sche­
herazade, I will obey y^u ; and went on with the llory 
as follows.

When-the Grecian k in g , fays the fifnerman to the 
Genie, had finilhed the llory o f the parrot; and you, 
vizier, adds he, becaufe o f  the hatred you bear to the 
phyfician Douban, who never did you any hurt, you 
would have me cut him oft"; but I will take care of 
that, for fear 1 Ihould repent it, as the hulband did the 
killing of his parrot.

The mifchievous vizier was too much concerned to 
effedl the ruin of the phyfician Douban, to Hop here. 
Sir, fays he, the death o f  the parrot was but a trifle, 
and 1 believe his mailer did not mourn for him long, 
but svhy Ihould your fear of wronging an innocent man,

hinder



hinder your putting this phyfician to death? Is it not 
enough that he is accufed of a deiign againft your life, 
to authorife you to take away his ? When the bufinefs 
in queilion is to fecnre the life o f a king, bare fufpi- 
cion ought to pafs for certainty; and it is better to 
facrifice the innocent, than to fpare the guilty. But, 
bir, this is not an uncertain thing ; the phyfician Dou- 
ban, has certainly a mind to affaffinate you. It is not 
envy which makes me his enemy ; it is only my zeal, 
and the concern I have for preferving your majefty’s 
life, that makes me g iv e  you my advice in a matter of 
this importance. I f  it  be falfe, I  deferve to be puniihed 
in the lame manner as a vizier was formerly punifhed. 
What had the vizier done, fays the Grecian king, to 
deferve punifhment ? I  will inform your majefty of that, 
fays the vizier, i f  you will be pleafed to hear me.

The Story o f the Vizier that <0>as punijhed.

TH ERE was a k in g , fays the vizier, who had a.
fon that loved hunting mightily. He allowed 

him to divert himfelf that way very often; but gave 
orders to his grand vizier to attend him conftantly, and 
never to lofe fight o f him.

One hunting-day, the huntfman having roufed a 
deer, the prince, who thought the vizier followed him, 
purfued the game fo far, and with fo much earneftnefs, 
that he was Jeft quite alone. He ftopt, and finding 
he had loft hi's w ay, endeavoured to return the fame 
way he came, to find out the vizier, who had not been 
careful enough to find him, and fo wandered farther.

Whilft he rode up and down, without keeping any 
road, he met, by the way fide, a handlome lady, who 
wept bitterly. H e ftopt his horfe, aflted who fhe 
was, how Ihe came to be alone in that place, and 
what ihe wanted. I  am, fays fhe, daughter to an 
Indian king : As I was taking the air on horfeback, 
in the country, I grew fleepy, fell from my horfe, 
who is got away, and 1 know not what is become of 
him. The young prince taking compaflion on her, 
aiked her to get up behind him, which ihe willingly 
accepted. 1
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As they paffed by the ruins o f a houfe, the lady fig- 
nified a defire to alight on fome occafion. The prince 
ftopt, and defired her to a ligh t; then he alighted him- 
felf, and went near the ruins with his horfe in his 
hand : But you may judge how much he was furprifed, 
when he heard the lady within it, fay thefe words :
* Be glad, my children, I  bring you a handfome young 
‘  man, and very fat and other voices, which an- 
fwered immediately, ‘  M am a, where is he, that we
* may eat him prefently, for we are very hungry.’

The prince heard enough to convince him o f his
danger, and then he perceived that the lady, who called 
herielf daughter to an Indian king, was a Hogrefs, 
w ife to one of thofe favage demons, called Hogres, 
who Hay in remote places, and make ufe of a thoufand 
wiles to furprize and devour paffengers; fo that the 
prince being thus frightened, mounted his horfe, as 
foon as he could.

Thepretended princefs appeared that very moment, 
and perceiving the had miffed her prey, fhe cries, Fear 
nothing, prince: Who are you? Whom do you feek ? 
I  have loft my way, replies he, and am feeking it. I f  
you have loft your way, fays flte, recommend yourfelf 
to  God, he will deliver you out of your perplexity. 
T h en  the prince lift up his eyes towards heaven— But, 
S ir , fays Scheherazade, 1 am obliged to break off, for 
day appears.

I long m ightily, fays Dinarzade, to know what 
became o f that young prince, 1 tremble for him. 
I  will deliver you from your uneafinefs to-morrow, 
anfwers the Sultanefs, i f  the Sultan will allow me to 
liv e  till then. _Schahriar, w illin g  to hear an end of 
this adventure, prolonged Scheherazade’s life for ano­
ther day.

The Sixteenth Night.

D inarzade had fuch a m ighty defire to hear out the 
ftory of the young prince, that Ihe awaked that 

n igh t fooner than ordinary, andfaid, Sifter, pray goon 
w ith  the ftory you began yefterday: I am much con­
cerned for the young {thince, and ready to die for fear

that



that he was eat up by the Hogrefs and her children.. 
Schahriar having fignified that he had the fame fear, 
the Sultanefs replies, W ell, Sir, I  will fatisfy you im­
mediately.

After the counterfeit Indian princefs had bid the 
young prince recommend himlelfto God, he could not 
believe Ihe fpoke fincerely, but thought {he was fure of 
him, and therefore liftin g up his hands to heaven, faid,. 
Almighty Lord, caft thine eyes upon me, and deliver 
me from this enemy. After this prayer, the Hogrefs 
entered the ruins again, and the prince rode off with 
all poffible hafte. H e happily found his way again, 
and arrived fafe and found at his father’s court, to whom 
he gave a particular account of the danger he had been 
in through the vizier’ s negledt: upon which the king, 
being incenfed againftthat minifter, ordered him to be 
lirangled that very moment.

Sir, continues the Grecian’s king’s vizier, to return to 
the phyftcian Douban, if  you don’ t take care, the con­
fidence you put in him will be fatal to you ; I am very 
well allured that he is a fpy fent by your enemies to 
attempt your majefly’ s life. He has cured you, you 
will fay : But alas ! who can affure you of that i He 
has perhaps cured you only in appearance, and not ra­
dically ; whoknows but the medicine he has given you, 
may in time have pernicious effefts ?

The Grecian k in g , who had naturally very little 
fenfe, was not able to difcover the wicked defign of 
his vizier, nor had he firmnefs enough to perfifi in his 
firft opinion. This difcourfe daggered h im : V iz ie r, 
fays he, thou art in the r ig h t; he may be come on 
purpofe to take away my life, which he may eafily do, 
by the very fmell o f fome of his drugs. W e mult con- 
fider what is fit for us to do in this cafe.

When the viz,ier found the king in fuch a temper as 
he would have him, Sir, fays he, the fureft and fpeedielt 
method you can take to fecure your life, is to fend 
immediately for the phyfician Douban, and order his 
head to be cut off as foon as he comes. In truth, fay3 
the king, ! believe that is the way we mult take to pre­
vent his defign. W hen he had fpoke thus, he called 
for one of his officers, and ordered him lo g o  fo rth e  
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phyfician ; who knowing nothing of the king ’s deiign, 
came to the palace in liafte.

Know ye, fays the k in g , when he faw him, why I 
fen tforyou? N o, Sir, anfwered he, I wait till your 
majefty be pleafed to inform me. I fent for you, replied 
the king, to rid m yfelf o f  you, by taking your life.

No man can exprefs the furprize of the phyfician, 
when he heard thefentence o f death pronounced againft 
him . Sir, fays he, why would your majefty take my 
life? What crime have I committed? Iam  informed 
b y  good hands, replies the k in g , that you came to my 
court only to attempt my life  ; but to prevent you, I 
■ will be fure of your’s. G iv e  the blow, fays he to the 
executioner, who was prefent, and deliver me from a 
prefidious wretch, who came hither on purpofe to affaf- 
linate me.

When the phyfician heard this cruel order, he readily 
judged that the honours and prefects he had received 
from the king, had procured him enemies, and that 
the weak prince was impofed upon. He repented that 
he had cured him o f his leprofy, but it was now too 
late. Is it thus, replies the phyfician, that you reward 
me for curing you ? T h e  King would not hearken to 
him , but ordered the hangman a fecond time to ftrike 
the fatal blow. T h e phyfician then had recourfe to 
his prayers: A la s ! S ir, cries he, prolong my days, 
and God will prolong your’s ; do not put me to death, 
left God treat you in the fame manner. The filherman 
broke off his difeourfe here, to apply it to the G en ie. 
W eil, Genie, fays he, you fee what paffed then be­
twixt the Grecian kin g  and his phyfician Douban, is 

. juft now betwixt us.
The Grecian k in g , continues he, inftead o f having 

regard to the prayers of the phyfician, who begged him 
for God’s fake to fpare h im , cruelly replied to him, N o, 
no ; 1 muft of neceffity cut you off, otherwife you may- 
take my life away with as much fubtlenefs as you cured 
m e. The phyllc'an m elting into tears, and bewailing 
him felf fadly for being fo ill rewarded by the king, 
prepared for death. T h e  executioner bound up his 
eyes, tied his hands, and went to draw his feymetar.

Then



Then the courtiers, who were prefent, being moved 
with compaffion, begged the king to pardon him, af- 
luring his majefty that he was not guilty of the crime 
laid to his charge, and that they would anfwer for his in- 
nocence:Bur the king was inflexible, and anfwered them 
fo, as they dared not to fay any more o f the matter.

The phylician being on his knees, hi3 eyes tied up, 
and ready to receive the fatal blow, addrefled himfelf 
once more to the k in g, Sir, fays he, fince your majefty 
will not revoke the fentence of death, I beg, at leaft, 
that you would give me leave to return to my houfe, to 
give order about my burial, to bid farewell to my fami­
ly , to g iv e  alms, and to bequeath my' books to thofe 
who are capable o f  making good ufe of them. I have 
one particularly I would prefent your majefty, it is a 
very precious book, and worthy to be laid up very care­
fully in your treafury. W ell, replies the king, why is 
that book fo precious-as you talk of? Sir, fays the phy­
lician, becaufe it contains an infinite number o f curious 
things ; o f  which the chief is, that when you have cut 
off my head, i f  your majefty will give yourfelf the 
trouble to open the book at the fixth leaf, and read 
the third line of the left page, my head will anfwer all 
the queftions you alk it. The king, being curious to 
fee fuch a wonderful thing, deferred his death till next 
day, and fent him home under a ftrong guard.

The phylician, during that time, put his affairs in 
order; and the report being fpread, that an unheard- 
of prodigy was to happen after his death, the viziers, 
emirs, officers o f  the guard, and, in a word, the whole 
court, repaired next day to the hall o f audience, that 
they might be witnefles of it.

The phylician Douban was foon brought in, and 
advanced to the foot of the throne, with a great book 
in his h , id ; there he called for a bafon, upon which 
he laid the cover that the book' was wrapped in, 
and prefenting the book to the king : S ir, fays he, 
take that' book, i f  you pieafe, and as foon as ray head 
is cut off, order that it be put into the bafon upon the 
cover o f the book ; as foon as it is put there, the blood 
willftop ; then open the book, and my head will an­
fwer your queftions. But, Sir) fays he, permit me 
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once more to implore your majefty’s clemency; for 
G od’s fake grant my requeit, I proteft to you that I am 
innocent. Yourprayers, anfwers the king, are in vain ; 
and were it for nothing but to hear your head fpeak 
after your death, it is m y will you fhould die. As he 
faid this, he took the book out of the phyftcian’s hand, 
and ordered the executioner to do his duty.

The head wa.- fo dexteroufly cut ofF, that it fell into 
the bafon, and was nofooner laid upon the cover of the 
book, but the blood ftoppjed ; then to the great fur- 
prize o f the king, and all the fpettators, it opened its . 

' eyes, and faid, Sir, w ill your majefty be pleafed to 
open the book? T he kin g  opened it, and finding that 
one leaf was as it were glew ed to another, that he might 
turn it with the more eafe, he put his finger to his 
mouth, and wet it with fpittle. He did fo till he came 
to the fixth leaf, and finding no writing on. the place 
where he was bid to look for it, Phyfician, fays he, to 
the head, there is nothing writ. Turn overlome more 
leaves, replies the head. The king continued to turn 
over, putting always his finger to his mouth, until the 
poifon with which each le a f was imbrued, coming to 
have its effedt, the prince finding himfelf, all c f  a 
fudden, taken with an extraordinary fit, his eye-fight 
failed and he fell down at the foot of the throne in 
great convulfions. A t thefe words, Scheherazade per­
ceivin g day, gave the Sultan notice of it ,  and for­
bore fpeaking. A h, dear filter, fays Dinarzade, how 
grieved am I that you have not time to finifh this 
fto ry ; I fhould be inconfoleable i f  you loie your life 
to-day. Sifter, replies the Sultanefs, that mull be as 
the Sultan pleafes ; but I  hope he w ill be fo good as to 
fufpend my death till to-morrow. And accordingly 
Schahrihr, far from ordering her death that day, ex­
pedited next night with much impatience; fo earneft 
was he, to hear out the ftory o f the Grecian king, and. 
the fequel of the fifherman and the Genie.

The Seventeenth Night.

T H O ’ Dinarzade was very curious to hear the 
reft o f the ftory of the Grecian king, ihe fhe did not 

awake that night, fo foon as ufual, fo that it was
almoft



alrnoft day before lhe called upon the Sultanefs ; and 
thenfaid, I pray you, filler, to continue the wonder­
ful Itory of the Greek king; but make halle, I befeecn 
you, for it will fpeediiy be day.

Scheherazade refumed the ftory where fire left off the 
day before : Sir, fays {he to' the Sultan, when the phyfi- 
cian Douban, or rather his head, faw that the poifon. 
had taken effeft, and that the king had but a few 
moments to live ; Tyrant, it cried, now you fee how 
princes are treated, who, abufing their authority,-cut 
off innocent men : God punilhes loon or late their in- 
jultice and cruelty. Scarce had the head fpoke thefe 
words, when the kin g  fell down dead, and the head it- 
felf loft what life it had.

Sir, continues Scheherazade, fuch was the end of 
the Grecian king and the phyfician Douban. I mull: 
return now to the llory of the filherman and the G e­
nie, but it is not worth while to begin it now, for it 
is day. T he Sultan, who always obferved his hours 
regularly, could Hay no longer, but got up ; and hav­
ing a mind to hear the fequel of the llory of the Genie 
and the filherman, he bid the Sultanefs prepare to tell 
it him next night.

2 'he Eighteenth Night.

DInarzade made amends this night for laft night’ s 
n eglect; Ihe awaked a long time before day, 

and calling upon Scheherazade, Sifter, fays lhe, i f  you 
be not alleep, pray give us the reft o f the ftoiy o f the 
filherman and the G e n ie ; you know the Sultan de­
fires to hear ii as well as I.

I lhall foon fatisfy his curiofity and yoor’s, anfwers 
the Sultanefs; and then addreifing herfelf toSchahriar, 
Sir. continued lhe, as foon as the filherman had conclud­
ed the hiltory o f  the Greek king and his phyfician 
Doubao, he made the application to the G enie, whom 
he Hill kept (hut up in the velTel. Ifthe Grecian king, 
■ fays he, would have fuffered the phyfician to live, God 
would alfo have fuffered him to live ; but he rejected 
his mod humble prayers, and it is the fame with thee, 
O Genie ! Could 1 have prevailed with thee, to grant 
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me the favour I demanded, I  Ihould now have had 
pity upon thee; but lince, not'withftanding the ex- 

-treme obligation thou waft under to me, for having 
fet thee at liberty, thou didft perfift in thy defign to 
kill me, I am obliged, in my turn, to be as hard­
hearted to thee.

M y good friend, filherman, replies the Genie, I 
conjure thee once more, not to be guilty o f fo cruel a 
th in g; comider, that it is not good to avenge one’s 
felf, and that on the other hand, it is commendable to 
do good for e v i l ; do not treat me as Imama treated 
Ateca formerly. And what did [mama to Ateca, re­
plies the filherman ? Ho ! fays the Genie, i f  you have a 
mind to know it, open the veffel; do you think that I 
can be in a humour to tell (lories in fo ftrait a prifon ? I 
will tell you as many as you pleafe, when you let me 
out. No, fays the filherman, I will not let thee out, 
it is in vain to talk o f it ,  I am juft going to throw you 
into the bottom o f the fea. Hear me one word more, 
eries the Genie, I promife to do thee no hurt; nay, 
far from that, I will (hew thee a way how thou may’ll 
become exceeding rich.

The hope o f delivering himfelf from poverty, pre­
vailed with the fiftierman. I could liften to thee, fays 
he, were there any credit to be given to thy word ; 
fwear to me by the great name o f God, that you will 
faithfully perform what you promife, and I will open 
the ve ffe l; I do not believe you will dare to break fuch 
an oath.

T h e Genie fwore to him , and the filherman imme­
diately took off the covering of the veffel: At that 
very inftant the fmoke came out, and the Genie having 
relumed his form, as before, the full thing he did, was 
to kick the veffel into the fea. This adlion frighted the 
filherman : Genie, fays he, what’ s the meaning o f 
that? Won’t you keep the- oath you juft now made? 
And mull I fay to you, as the phyfician Douban faid 
to the Grecian kin g, fuffer me to live, and God will 
prolong your days.

The Genie laughed at the fifherman’s fear, and an- 
fwered, No, filherman, be not afraid, I only did it to 
divert myfelf, and to fee i f  thou wouldft be alarmed at
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it :  But to perfuade thee, that I am in earned, take 
thy nets and follow me. As he fpoke thefe words, he 
walked before the fifherman, who having taken up his 
nets, followed him, but with fome diftruft ; they paffed 
by the town, and came to the top of a mountain, from 
whence they defcended into a vaft plain, which brought 
them to a great pond, that lay betwixt four hills.

When they came to the fide of the pond, the Genie 
fays to the filherman, Call in thy nets, and take fiih ; 
the fifherman did not doubt to catch fome, becaufe he 
faw a great number in the pond ; but he was extremely 
furprized, when he found they were o f four colours, 
that is to fay, white, red, blue, and yellow. H e threw 
in his nets, and broughtout one of each colour; having 
neverfeen the like, he could not but admire them, and 
judging that he might get a confxderable fum for them, 
he was very joyful. Carry thofe fifh, fays the Genie to 
him, and prefent them to thy Sultan ; he will give you 
more money for them than ever you had in your life. 
You may come every day to fifh in this pond, and I 
give thee warning not to throw in thy nets above Once 
a day, otherwife you will repent it. Take heed, and 
remember my a d v ice ; i f  you follow it exadtly, you 
will find your accohnt in it. Having fpoke thus, he 
flruck his foot, upon the ground, which opened, and 
fhut again after it had fvvallowed tip the Genie.

The fifherman being refolved to follow the Genie’s 
advice exadlly, forebore calling in his nets a fecond 
time ; and returned to the town very well fatisfied with 
his fifh; and making a thoufand refledlions upon his 
adventure. He went ltraight to the Sultan’s palace, to 
prefent him his fifh. But, Sir, fays Scheherazade, I  
perceive day, and mnft flop here.

Dear filler, fays Dinarzade, how furprizing are the 
laft events you have told us ? I have much ado to believe 
that any thing you have to fay can be more furprizing. 
Sifter, replies the Sultanefs, i f  the Sultan, my mafter, 
will let me live till to-morrow, 1 am perfuaded you 
will find the fequel o f thehiftory of the filherman, more 
wonderful than the beginning of it, and incomparably 
more diverting. Schahriar, being curious to know i f  
the remainder of the ftory o f the filherman would be

fuch



fuch 3.S the Sultanefs faid, put ofF the execution o f the- 
cruel law once more.

The Nineteenth Night.

T Owards morning, Dinarzade called the Sultanefs, 
and faid, Dear filler, my pendulum tells me it 

will be day fpeedily, therefore pray continue the hillory 
o f the fifherman ; I am extremely impatient to know 
what the ifliie o f  it was. Scheherazade having demand­
ed leave of Schahriar, refumed her difeourfe as follows : 
Sir, I leave it to your majelly to think how much the 
Sultan was furprized, when he favv the four fifties which 
the filherman prefented him . He took them up one 
after another, and beheld them with attention ; and 
after having admired them a long time, Take thole 
fifties, lays he to his prime vizier, and carry them to 
the fine cook-maid that the emperor of the Greeks has 
fent me. I cannot im agine but they mull be as good 
as they are fine.

The vizier carried them himfelf to the cook, and de­
livering them into her hands, Look ye, fays he, there 
are four fifties newly brought to the Sultan, he orders 
you to drefs them ; and having faid fo, he returned to 
the Sultan his mailer, who ordered him to give the 
fifherman four hundred pieces o f gold of the coin o f  
that country, which he did accordingly.

The fifherman, who had never feen fo much cafh in 
his life-time, could fcarce believe his own good fortune, 
but thought it mull needs be a dream, until he found 
it to be real, when he provided neceffaries for his fa­
mily with it.

But, Sir, fays Scheherazade, having told you what 
happened to the filherman, I mull acquaint yo next, 
with what befelthe Sultan's cook-maid, whom we fliall 
find in a mighty perplexity. As foon as flie had gutted 
the fifties, lhe put them upon the fire in a frying-pan, 
with oil, and when lhe thougnt them fried enough on 
one fide, lhe turned them upon the other; but, O m on- 
ftrous prodigy ! fcarce were they turned, when the wall 
o f the kitchen opened, and in comes a young lady of 
wonderful beauty, and comely fize. She was clad in
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flowered fatin, after the Egyptian manner, with pen­
dants inher ears, a necklace of large pearUjuid brace­
lets o f gold, garnilhed with rubies, with a rod o f myrtle 
in her hand. She came towards the frying-pan, to the 
great amazement o f the cook-maid, who continued im­
moveable at the light, and linking one of tne fifties 
with the end of the rod, fays, * Filh, filh, art thou in
* thy duty ?’ The filh having anfwered nothing, Ihe 
repeated thefe words, and then the four fifties lif t  up 
their heads altogether, and laid to her, ‘ Yes, yes; i f
* you reckon, we reckon; i f  you pay your deDts, we 
‘  pay ours ; i f  you fly, w;e overcome, and are content. 
As foon as they had finiflied thofe words , the lady over­
turned the frying-pan, and entered again into the open 
part o f  the wall, which Ihut immediately, and became 
as it was before.

The cook-maid was mightily frightened at this, and 
coming a little to herfelf, went to take up the fifties 
that fell upon the hearth, but found them blacker than 
coal, and not fit to be carried to the Sultan. She was 
grievoully troubled at it, ahd fell a weeping molt bit­
terly. A las! fays Ihe, what will become of me It I 
tell the Sultan what I have feen, 1 am fure he will not 
believe me, but w ill be mightily enraged again!! me.

W hile Ihe was thus bewailing herfelf, in comes  ̂ the 
grand vizier, and alked her i f  the fifties were ready r Ihe 
told him all that had happened, which we may eafiiy 
imagine aftonilhed him mightily, but without {peaking 
a word o f it to the Sultan, he invented an excuie that 
fatisfied him , and fending immediately for the fisher­
man, bid him bring four more fuch filh, for a misfor­
tune had befallen the other, that they were not lit to 
be carried to the Sultan. The fifherman, without fay­
ing any thing of what the Genie had told him , in or­
der toexcufe him felf from bringing them that very day, 
told the vizier, he had a great way to go for them, but 
would certainly bring them to-morrow.

Accordingly the filherman went away by night, and 
coming to the pond, threw in his nets betimes next 
morning, took four fuch fifties as the former, and 
brought them to the vizier at the hour appointed. The 
minilter took them himfelf, carried them to the kitchen,

and



and/hutting hisnfelf up all alone with the cook-maid, 
Hie gutted thera, and put them on the fire, as (he had 
done the four others the day before ; when they were 
fried on one fide, and that fhe had turned them upon 
the other, the kitchin wall opened, and the fame lady _ 
came in with the rod in k er hand, ftruck one o f the fifties, 
fpoke to it as before, and all four gave her the fame 
anfwer. But, Sir, fays Scheherazade, day appears,

. which obliges me to break off. What I have told you, 
is indeed very lingular, but i f  I be alive to-morrow, I 
will tell you other things, which are yet better worth 
your hearing. Schahriar, conceiving that the fequel 
inuft be very curious, refolved to hear her next night.

The Twentieth Night.

N
E X T  morning the Sultan prevented Dinarzade, 

and fays to Scheherazade, Madam, 1 pray you 
make an end of the ftory o f  the fifherman, I am im­
patient to hear it :  Upon which the Sultanefs continued 

it thus.
Sir, after the four fifties had anfwered the young lady, 

fhe overturned the frying-pan with her rod, and re­
tired into the fame place o f  the wall from whence fhe 
came out. The grand vizier being witnefs to what had 
pafied ; This is too furprizing and extraordinary, fays 
he, to be concealed from the Sultan ; I will inform him 
o f  this prodigy : which he did accordingly, and gave 
him a very faithful account of all that had happened.

The Sultan, being much furprized, was mighty impa­
tient to fee this himfelf. T o  this end, he lent imme­
diately for the fifherman, and fays to him, Friend, can’ t 
you bring me four more fuch fifties ? The fifherman re­
plied, i f  your majefty will be pleafed to allow me three 
days time, I will do it. H aving obtained his time, he 
went to the pond im m ediately, and at the firfl throwing 
in of his net, lie took four fuch fifties, and brought them 
prefently to the Sultan ; who was fo much the more re­
joiced at it, that he did not expefl them fo foon, and 
ordered him other four hundred piecesof gold. As foon 
as the Sultan had the fifh, he ordered them to be carried 
into the clofet, with all that was necefiary for frying
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them ; and having fhut himfelf up there with the vizier* 
that minifter gutted them, put them in the pan upon 
the fire, and when they were fried on one fide, turned 
them upon the other ; then the wall o f the clofet opened, 
but inftead o f the young lady, there came out a black, 
in the habit of a Have, and of a gigantic ftature, with a 
great green battoon in his hand. He advanced towards 
the pan, and touching one of the fifties with his bat- 
toon, fays to it with a ttrrible voice, ‘ Filh, art thou
* in thy duty?’ A t thefe words, the fifties raifed up 
their heads, and anfwered, ' Yes, yes; we are ; i f  you
* reckon, we reckon ; i f  you pay your debts, we pay
* ours; i f  you fly, we overcome, and are content.’

The fifties had no fooner finilhed thefe words, but
the black threw the pah into the middle of the clofet, 
and reduced the fifties to a coal. Having done this, he 
retired fiercely, and entering again into the Hole of the 
wall, it fhut, and appeared juft as it ciid before.

After what I have feen, fays the Sultan to the vizier, 
it vYill not be poflible for me to be eafy in my mind. 
Thefe fifti, without doubt, fignify fomething extraordi­
nary, in which I have a mind to be fatisfied. He fent 
for the filherman, and when he carne, he fays to him., 
Fiiherman, the fifties you have brought us, make me 
very uneafy; where did you catch them ? Sir, anfwers • 
he, I filhed for them in a pond fituated betwixt four 
hills, beyond the mountain that we fee from hence. 
Know’ll thou not that pond, fays the Sultan to the vizier ? 
No, Sir, replies the vizier, I never fo much as heard of it ;  
and yet, it is not lixty years fince I hunted beyond that 
mountain, and thereabouts. The Sultan alked the filher- 
man, how far the pond might be from the palace? The 
filherman anfwered, it was not above three hours jour­
ney ; upon this affurance, and there being day enough 
beforehand, the Sultan commanded all his court to take 
horfe, and the filherman ferved them for a guide. They 
all afeended the mountain, and at the foot o f it, they 
faw to their great furprize, a vaft plain, that nobody 
had obferved till then, and at laft they came to the 
pond, which they found actually to be fituated betwixt 
four hills as the filherman had laid. The water of it 
was fo tranfparent, that they obferved all the filhes to

be



/
be like thofe which the fifherman had brought to the 
palace.
.  The Sultan ftaid upon the bank of the pond, and 
after beholding the fifties with admiration, he demand­
ed of his emirs, and al! his courtiers, if  it was poffible 
they had never feen this pond, which was within fo 
little a way of the town. They all anfwered, that they 
had never fo much as heard of it.

Since you all agree, fays he, that you never heard of 
it ,  and as I am no lefs aftonifiied than you are, at this 
novelty, I am refolved not to return to my palace till 
I  know how this pond came hither, and why all the 
/iih in it are of four colours. Having fpoke thus, he 
ordered his court to encamp ; and immediately his pa­
vilion and the tents of his houlhold were planted upon 
the banks o f the pond.

When night same, the Sultan retired under his pa­
vilion, and fpoVt to the grand vizier by himfelf, thus: 
V iz ier, my mind is very uneafy; this pond transported 
hither,; the black that appeared to us in my clofet, and 
the filhes that we heard fpeak ; all this does fo much 
whet my curioftty, that I cannot refill the impatient de­
fire that I have to be fatisfied in it. To this end, I 
am refolved to withdraw alone from the camp, and I 
order you to keep my abfence fecret ; iiay in my pavi­
lion, and to-morrow m orning, when the emirs and 
courtiers come to attend my levee, fend them away, and 
tell them, that I am fomevvhat indifpofed, and have a 
mind to be alone ; and the following day tell them the 
fame thing, till I return.

The grand vizier faid feveral things to divert the Sul­
tan from this deftgn ; he reprefented to him the danger 
to which he might be expofed, and that all his labouf 
might perhap- be in vain: But it was to nopurpole, the 
Sultan, was refolved on it, and would go. He put on. 
a fuit, fit for walking, and took Jiis fcymetar ; and as 
fqon as he faw that all was quiet in the camp, he goes 
out alone, and went over one of the hills without much 
difficulty ; he found the defcent ftill more eafy, and 
when he came to the plain, walked on till the fun 
arofe, and thtn he faw before him, at a confiderable 

. difiance, a great building. He rejoiced at the fight, in
hopes



hopes to be informed there, o f what he had a mind to 
know. When he came near, he found it was a mag­
nificent palace, or rather a very ftrong cattle, o f fine 
black poliftied marble, and covered with fine lteel, as 
fmooth as a looking-glafs. Being mightily pleafed that 
he had to fpeedily met with fomething worthy his cu- 
riofity, he Hopped before the front of the cattle, and 
confidered it with abundance of attention.

He afterwards came up to the gate, which had two 
leaves, one o f them open ; tho’ he might have entered 
when he would, yet he thought it belt to knock. He 
knocked at firft l'oftly, and waited for fome tim e; but 
feeing nobody, and fuppofing they had not heard him, 
he knocked harder the fecond time, but neither feeing 
nor hearing any body, he knocked again and again, but 
nobody appearing, itfurprized him extremely ; for he 
could not think, that a cattle fo well in repair, was 
without inhabitants^ I f  there be nobody in it, fays he 
to himfelf, I have nothing to fear ; and i f  there be, I 
have wherewith to defend myfelf.

A t lalt he entered, andwhenhecamewithin theporch, 
he cried, Is there nobody here to receive a ftranger, who 
comes in for fome refrethment as he pafl’es by i He re­
peated the fame two or three tim es; but though he fpoke 
very high, nobody anfwered. The fi'lence increafed his 
aftonifhment; he came into a very fpacious court, and 
looking on every fide, to fee if  he could perceive any 
body, he faw no living thing.— But, Sir, fays Schehe­
razade, day appears, and 1 mull Hop.

A h ! filler, fays Dinarzade, you break off at the very 
bell of the llory. It is true, anfvvers the Sultanefs; but, 
filter, you fee I am forced to do fo. I f  my lord the 
Sultan pleafes, you may hear the reft to-mcrrow. 
Schahriar agreed to this, not fo much to pleafe jDinar- 
zade, as to fatisfyhis own curiofity, being m ightily im­
patient to know what adventure the prince met with in 
the caftle.

The Twenty-Firft Night.

D inarzade, to make amends for her neglefl the 
night before, never laid eye together, and when 

fee thought it was time, awaked the Sultanefs, faying to
her



her, M y dear After, pray give us an account o f what 
happened in the fine caftle where you left usyefterday.

Scheherazade forthwith refumed her ftory, and ad- 
drefiing herfelf to Schahriar, fays, Sir, the Sultan per­
ceiving nobody in the court, entered the great halls, 
which were hung with filk tapeftry, the alcoves and fofas 
were covered with fluffs o f  M ecca, and the porches with 
the richeft fluffs o f the Indies, mixed with gold and 
filver. fie  came afterwards into an admirable falcon, 
in the middle o f which there was a great fountain, with 
a lion of maffy gold at each corner: water iffued at the. 
mouths of the four lions, and this water, as it fell, 
formed diamonds and pearls, that very well anfwered a 
jett o f water, which fpringing from the middle of the 
fountain, rofe as high almoft as the bottom of a cu- 
pulo, painted after the Arabian manner.

The caftle, on three fides, was encompaffed by a 
garden, with flower-pots, water-works, groves, and a 
thoufand other fine things concurring to embellifh it; 
and what completed the beauty of "the place, was an 
infinite number o f birds, which filled the air with their 
harmonious notes, and always ftaid there, nets being 
fpread over the trees, and faftened to the palace to keep 
them in. The Sultan walked a long time from apart­
ment to apartment, where he found every thing very 
grand and magnificent. Being tired with walking, he 
fat down in an open clofet, which had a view over the 
garden, and there reflecting upon what he had already 
feen, and did then fee, all o f a fudden he heard the 
voice o f one'complaining, accompanied with lamenta­
ble cries. Heliftened with attention, and heard diftimft- 
iy thefe fad vvords : ‘ O  fortune ! thou who wouldfl not 
‘  fuffer me longer to enjoy a.happy lot, and haft made
* nie the molt unfortunate man in the world, forbear to 
‘  perfecute me, and by a fpeedy death, put an end to
* my borrows. Alas' is it poffible that I am ftill alive, 
‘  after fo many torments as I have fuffered ?*.

The Sultan being affedled with thofe pitiful com­
plaints, rofe up, and made toward the place where he 
heard the voice ; and when he came to the gate of a 
groat hall, he opened it ,  and law a handfome young 
man, richly habited, fet upon a throne raifed a little 
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above the ground. Melancholy was painted on his 
looks. The Sultan drew near, and fainted him ; the 
young man returned him his falute, by a low bow with 
his head ; but not being able to rife up, he fays to the 
Sultan, M y lord, I am very well fatisfied that you de- 
ferve I Should rife up to receive you, and do you all 
polfible honour ; but I am hindered from doing fo, by 
a very fad reafon, and thorefbre hope you will not take 
it ill. M y lord, replies the Sultan, I am very much 
obliged to you for haying fo good an oppinion o f me : As 
to the reafon o f your not riling,-whatever yonr apology 
be, I heartily accept it. Being drawn hither by your 
complaints, and affhdfed by your grief, I come to offer 
you my help ; -would to God that it lay in my power 
to eafe you o f your trouble ; I would do my utmoft to 
effeft it.  ̂ I flatter m yfelf that you would willingly tell 
me the hiftory o f your misfortunes; but pray tell me 
firft, the meaning o f  the pond near the palace, where 
the fifties are o f four colours ? w-hat this caftle is } how 
you came to be here ? and why you are alone ?

Inftead o f  anfwering thefe queftions, the young man 
began to weep bitterly. ‘ O how inconftant is fortune !
* cried he: fhe takes pleafure to pulldown thofe men 
‘ file had raifed up. Where are they who enjoy quietly

the happinefs which they holdofher, and whofe day
* is always clear and ferene

The Sultan moved with companion to fee him inthat 
condition, prayed him forthwith to tell him thecaufeof 
his exceffive grief. Alas 1 my lord, replies the young 
man, how is it poffible but I fhould grieve, and why 
fhould not my eyes be inexhauftible fountains o f  tears ? 
A t thefe words liftin g up his gown, he lhewed the Sultan 
that he was a man only from the head to the girdle, 
and that the other h a lf of his body was black marble.—  
Here Scheherazade broke off, and told the Sultan that 
day appeared.

Schahiiar was fo much charmed with the llory, and 
became fo much in love with Scheherazade, that he 
refolved to let her live a month. He got up however 
as ufual, without acquainting her with his refolution.

T it



The Twenty-Second Night.

Dlnarzade was fo impatient to hear out the (lory, 
that die called her filler next morning fooner than 

ufua!, and fays to her, Sifter, pray continue the wonder­
ful (lory you began, but could not make an end of 
yefterday morning, J agree to it, replies the Sultanefs ; 
hearken then.

You may eafily im agine, continues (he, that the Sul­
tan was ftrangely furprized, when he faw the deplorable 
condition of file young man. That which you (hew 
me, fays he, as it fills me with horror, whets my curi- 
ofity, fo that I am impatient to hear your hidory, 
which, no doubt, is very ftrange, and I am perfuaded 
that the pond and the fifties make fome part o f i t ; there­
fore I conjure you to tell it me. You will find fome 
comfort in it, fince it is certain, that unfortunate peo­
ple will find fome fort o f eafe in telling their misfortunes. 
1 will not refufe you this fatisfaftion, replies the young 
man, though I cannot do it without renewing my grief. 
But I give you notice before-hand, to prepare your ears, 
your mind, and even your eyes, for things which fur- 
pafs all that the moft extraordinary imagination can 
conceive.

The Hiftory o f the young King of the Blaet-lfes. •

Y O U  mud know, my lord, continued he, that my 
father, who was called Mahmoud, was king o f 

this country. T h is is the kingdom of the B lack-1 fles, 
which takes its name from the four little neighbouring 
mountains, for thofe mountains were formerly ides : the 
capital where the king my father had his reddence, was 
where that pond yoo now fee is, The fequel o f my 
hidory will inform-you o f  all thofe changes.

The king my father died when he was feventy years 
o f age ; 1 had no fooner fucceeded him, but I married, 
and the lady I chofe to (hare the royal dignity with me, 
was my coufin. I had all the reafon imaginable to be 
fatisfied in her love to me ; and, for my part, I had fo 
much tendernefs for her, that nothing was comparable

to



to the good anderftanding betwixt us, which lafted five 
years, at the end of which time, I perceived the queen, 
my coufm, had no more delight in me.

One day, while Ihevvas^atthe bath,I found myfelf fleepy 
after dinner, and lay down upon a fofa; two o f her la­
dies, who were then in my chamber, came and fat down, 
one at my head, and the other at my feet, with fans ia  
their hands to moderate the heat, and to hinder the flies 
from troubling me in my fleep. They thought I was 
fall, and fpoke very low ; but I only Ihut my eyes, and 
heard every word they faid.

One of them fays to the other, is not the queen much 
in the wrong, not to love fuch an amiable prince as 
this ? Ay, certainly, replies the other, for my part I 
don’t underftand it, and I know not why Ihe goes out 
every night, and leaves him alone ! Isitpoffible that he- 
does not perceive it ? Alas ! fays the firft, how would 
you have him to perceive it? fne mixes every evening 
in his drink, the juice o f a certain herb, which makes 
him fleep fo fouud all night, that Ihe has time to go 
where ihe pleafes, and as day begins to appear, (he comes 
and lies down by him again, and wakes him by the fmell 
of fomething ihe puts under his nofe.

You may guefs, my lord, how much I was furprized 
at this difcourfe, and with what fentiments it infpired 
me ; yet, whatever emotions it made within me, I had 
command enough., over myfelf to diftemble it, and 
feigned m yfelf to aw ake without having heard one 
word of it: .

The queen returned from the bath, we flipped toge­
ther, and before we went to bed, Ihtj prefented me with 
a cup full o f fuch wattir as I was accuftomed to drink ; 
but inftead o f putting it. into mjr mouth, i went to a 
window that flood open, and threw out the water fo 
privately, that Ihe did not perceive it, and put the 
cup again into her hands, to perluade her that I  had 

| -drank it.
We went to bed together, and foon after, believing 

that I was afleep, though 1 was not, Ihe got up with fo 
little precaution, that ihe faid fo loud as 1 could hear it 
dillin&ly, fleep, and may you never wake again. She 
diefledherfelffpeedily, and went out of the chamber.—
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as Scheherazade fpoke thefe words, (he faw day appear,
. and ftopt.

Dinarzade had heard her filler, with a great deal of 
pleai'ure, and Schahriar thought the hiftory of the king 
o f the Black-Ides, fo worthy o f his curiofity, that he 
rofe up full o f impatience for the reft of it.

The Twenty-third Night.

AN  hour before day, Dinarzade being awake, failed 
not to call upon the Sultancfs, and faid, Pray, 

dear lifter, go on with the hiftory of the young king o f 
the four Black-Idands. Scheherazade calling to mind 
where die had left off, refumed the ftory thus :

As foon as the queen my wife went out, continues 
the king of the Black-Idands, I got up, dreffed me in 
hafte, took my fcym etar, and followed her fo quick, 
that I foon heard the found of her feet before me, and 
then walked foftly after her, for fear o f being heard. 
She paffed thro’ feveralgates, which opened upon her 
pronouncing dome magical words, and the laft fhe 
opened was that o f the garden, which Ihe entered ; I 
ftopt at that gate, that die might not perceive me, as 
ihe crofted a plat, and looking after her as far as I 
could in the night, I perceived that (he entered a little 
wood, whofe walks were guarded by thick pallifadoes.
1 went thither by another way, and (lipping behind the 
pallifadoes o f  a long w alk, 1 favv her walking there 
with a man.

I gave very good heed to their difcourfe, and heard 
her fay thus; 1 don’t deferve, fays the queen to her 
gallant, to be upbraided by you for want o f diligence, 
ybu know very well what hinders me ; but i f  all the 
marks of love that I have already given you, be not 
enough, I am ready to give you greater marks of i t : 
you need but command me, you know my power; I 
will, i f  you defire it , before fun-rifing, change this 
great city, and this fineplace, intofrightful ruins, w hich 
(hall be inhabited by nothing but wolves, owls, and 
ravens; would you have me to tranfport all the ftones 
o f thofe wails fo folidly built, beyond mount Caucafus, 
and out of the bounds of the habitable world, (peak 
but the word, and all thofe places iliall be changed.
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.As the queen finiftted thefe words her gallant and 
dhe came to the end o f the walk, turned to enter ano­
ther, and patted before me. I had already drawn my 
fcymetar, and her gallant being next me, I ftruck him. 
in theneck, and made him fall to the ground ; 1 thought 
I had killed him, and therefore retired fpeedily without 
making m yfelf known to the queen, whom I had a 
mind to (pare, becaufe (he was my kinfwoman.

In the mean time, the blow I had given her gallant 
was mortal; but (he preferved his life by the force o f her 
inchantments, infuch a manner, however, thathe could 
not be laid to be either dead or alive. As I eroded the 
garden, to return to the palace, I heard the queen cry- 
out lamentably, and judging by that bow much {he was 
grieved, I was pleafedthat 1 had fpared her life.

When 1 returned to her apartment, I wentto bed, and 
being fatisfyed with having punilhed the villain that did 
me the injury, I went to deep; and when I awaked next 
morning, found the queen lying by me — Scheherazade 
was obliged to flop here, becaufe lhe faw day.

O heaven ! fitter, fays Dinarzade, how it troubles me 
that you can fay no more. Sifter, replies the Sultanefs, 
youought tohave awaked me more early, it is your fault. 
I will make amends next night, replies Dinarzade, for 
I doubt not but the Sultan will be as willing to hear 
out the ftory as I am ; and I hope he will be lb good as 
to let you live one day more.

The 'Twenty-fourth Night.

D inarzade was adfually as good as her word, {lie 
call’d the Sultanefs very early, faying, Dear fitter, 

I f  you be not afieep, pray make anendofthe agseeable 
hittory o f th ek in gof the Black-Ifles ; I am readv to die 
with impatience to know how he came to be changed into 
marble. You lhali hear it, replies Scheherazade, i f  the 
Sultan will give me leave.

I found the queen lying by me then, fays the king 
o f the Black-Iflands : I can’ t tell you-whether fhe dept 
or not; but I got up without making any noi.fe; add 
went to my clofet, where I made an end o f  dreffing 
myfelf. 1 afterwards went and held my council,, and at 
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my return, the queen dad in mourning, her hair 
hanging about her eyes, and part of it pulled off, pre­
sented herfelf before m e, an d faid ; Sir, I come to beg 
your majeity not to be furprized to fee me in this con­
dition ; three afflidting pieces of news, I have juft now 
received all at once, are the caufe of my heavy grief, 
o f which the tokens you fee are but very faint refem- 
blances. A las! what is that news, madam, faid I?  
T h e death of the queen my dear mother, anfwers ihe, 
that of the king my father, killed in battle, and that of 
one o f my brothers, who is alfo fallen in it.

I was not ill pleafed, that (he made ufe of this pre­
text to hide the true caufe of her grief, and I thought 
the had not fufpe&ed me to have killed her gallant. 
Madam, Says I ,  I am So far from blaming your grief, 
that I allure you, I am w illing to bear what (hare of 
it  is proper-for me. I fhould very much wonder, i f  
you were infenfible o f fo great a lofs : Mourn on, your 
tears are fo many proofs o f your good nature ; but I 
hope, however, that time and reafon will moderate your 
g t'e f.

She retired into her apartment, where giving herfelf 
wholly up to forrow, Ihe fpent a whole year in mourn­
ing, and afflifting herfelf. A t the end o f that time, 

3lhe begged leave o f me to build a burying place for 
herfelf, within the bouuds o f the palace, where (he 
would continue, (he told me, to the end o f her days: 
I  agreed to it, and (he built a (lately palace, with a 
cupola, that.may be feen here, and (he called it the 
Palace of Tears. When it was finiftied, (he caufed her 
gaiFant to be brought thither, from the place whither 
She had made him be carried the fame night that I 
wounded him : (he had hindered his dying, by a drink 
(he gave him, and carried to him herfelf every day after 
he came to the Palace o f  Tears.

Yet with all her inchantments, (lie could not cure 
the wretch; he was not only unable to walk, and to 
help himfelf, but had all'o loft the ufe o f his fpeech, and 
gave no ftgn of life, but only by his looks. Tho’ 'flie 
queen had no other confolation but to fee him, and to 
fay to him all that her foolifh paflion could infpire her 
with, yet every day (lie made him two long vifits: I was

very



very well informed o f all this, but pretended to know 
nothing of it.

One day I went out of curiofitv to the Palace o f 
Tears, to fee how the ^rincefs employed herfelf, and 
going to a place where Ihe could not fee me, I heard 
her fpeak thus to her gallant ; la m  a'ffl idled to the nigh- 
ell degree, to fee you-in this condition ; 1 am as fenfible 
as you yourfelf, o f the tormenting grief you endure ; 
but, dear foul, I always fpeak to you, and you don’ t 
anfwer me : How long will you be lilent ? Speak only 
one word: Alas ! the fweeteft moments of my life are 
thefe 1 fpend here, in partaking of your grief. I cannot 
live at adiitance from you, and would prefer the pleafure 
of always feeing you, to the empire of the univerfe.

A t thefe words, which were feveral times interrupted 
by her fighs and fobs, I loft all patience ; and difcover- 
ing myfelf, came up to her, and faid, Madam, you 
have mourned enough, ’tis time to give over this tor- 
row, which dishonours us both; you-have too much 
forgot what you owe to me-and to yourfelf. Sir, fays 
Ike, i f  you have any kindnefs or complaifance left for 
me, I befeech you to put no force upon me, allow' me 
to give m yfelf up to mortal grief, ’ tis impoftibie for 
time to leffea it.

When l faw that my difcourfe, inftead o f bringing 
her to her duty, ferved only to increafe her rage, 1 "gave 
over and retired. She continued every day to vifit her 
gallant, and for two whole years, gave herfelf up to 
excefiive grief.

1 went a fecond time to the Palace o f Tears, while 
fhe was there. I hid m yfelf again, and heard her fpeak 
thus to her g a llan t: I t  is now three years fince you fpoke 
one word to me, you return no anfwer to the marks o f 
love I give you, by my difcourfe and groans. Is it from, 
want offenfe, or out o f  contempt ? O tomb ! have you 
abated that exceftive love he had for me ? H ave you 
Ihut thofe eyes that fhewed me fo much love, and were 
all my joy ? 'No,-ho, I believe nothing o f it. T e ll me 
rather, by what miracle you became intruded with the 
rareft treafure that ever was in the world.

I muft confefs, my lord, 1 was enraged at thefe words; 
for, in ihort, this gallant fo much doated upon, this
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adored mortal, was notfuchan one as you would ima­
gine him to have been. H e was a black Indian, a na­
tive of that country, I la y , 1 was fo enraged at that 
difcourfe, that I difcovered m yfelfall of a i'udden, and 
addreffing the tomb in my turn, O omb ! cried I, why 
don’ t you fwallow up that monller in nature, or rather 
why don’t you fwallow up the gallant and his miftrefs ?

I had fcarce finilhed thofe words, when the queen who 
fat by the black, rofe up like a fury. Ah cruel man 1 
fays fhe, thou art the caufe ol my grief, don’t you 
think but 1 know it. 1 have diflembled it but too long; 

tis thy barbarous hand which hath brought the objidl 
of rny love to this lamentable condition ; and you are 
lo hard-hearted as to come andinfult adefpairinglover. 
Yes, fair] I, in a rage, ’ tis I who challifed that monller, 
according to his d elert; 1 ought to have treated thee 
in the fame manner ; 1 repent now that I did not do it, 
thou hall abufed my goodaefs too long. As I fpcke 
thefe words, 1 drew out m y fcymetar, andlifted up my 
hand to punilh h er; but Ihe llediaftly beholding me, 
laid with a jeering fm ile, Moderate thy anger. A t the 
fame time, fhe pronounced words I did not underhand; 
and afterwards added, by virtue of my iiichantments, I 
command thee im mediately, to become halfnvarble and 
half man. Im m ediately, my lord, I became fuch as 
you fee me already, a-dead man among the living, and 
a living man among the dead— Here Scheherazade 
perceiving day, broke o ff her fiory.

Upon which Dinarzade fays, Dear filler, I am ex­
tremely obliged to the Sultan, ’ tis to hisgoodnefs I owe 
the extraordinary plealuie I have in your llories. M y 
filler, replies the Sultarefs, i f  the Sultan will be fogood 
as to iufter me to live til] to-morrow, I lhall tell you a 
thing that will afford as much fatisfailion as any thing 
you have yet heard. Tho'ugh Schahriarhad notrefolved 
to deter the death o f Scheherazade a month longer, he 
could not have ordered her to be put to death that day.

The Twenty-fifth Night.

T Ovvards the end- o f the night, Dinarzade cryed. 
Sifter, i f  1 don’ t trelpafs too much upon your 

compiailance, I would pray you-to finifh the hiftory of
the



the king of the Black-Iflands. Scheherazade having 
awaked upon her filter’s call, prepared to give her 
the fatisfattion (lie required, and began thus.

The king, half marble and half man, continued. his 
hiftory to the Sultan, thus: After this cruel magician, 
unworthy o f the name of a queen, had metamorphos’d 
me thus, and brought me into this hall, by another in- 
chantment (he deltroyed my capital, which was very 
flouriihing and full of people; fhe>abolilhed the houfes, 
the public places and markets, and made a pond and 
defert field of it, which you may have feen ; the fifties 
of four colours in the pond, are the tour forts of people, 
of different religions, that inhabited the place. The 
white, are the M alibi men, the red, the Perfians, who 
worfhipped the fire, the blue, the Chriftians, vha the 
yellow, the Jews : T h e  four little hills were the four 
iHands that gave name to this kingdom. I learned all 
this from the m agician, who, to add to my affliction, 
told-ntewith her own mouth, thofe effefts of her rage. 
But this is not all, her revenge was not fatisfied with 
the deftruCtion of my dominions, and the metamorphofis 
of my perfon ; fhe comes every day, and gives me over ' 
my naked fhoulders an hundred blows with ox-pizzles, 
which makes me all over blood ; and when ihe has 
done fo, covers me with a coarfe fluff o f goats hair, and 
throws over it this robe of brocade that you fee, not to 
do me honour, bnt to mock me.

After this part o f the difcourfe, the young king could 
not withhold his tea rs; and the Sultan’s heart was fo 
pierced with the relation, that he could not fpeak one 
word to comfort him. A little time after, the young 
king, lifting up his eye3 to heaven, cried out, M ighty 
creator o f all things, I fubmit myfelf to your judgments, 
and to the decrees o f  your providence: I endure my 
calamities with patience, fince ’ tis your will it fhould 
be fo; but I hope your infinite goodnefs will reward me 
for it.

The Sultan being much moved by the recital of fo 
flrange a ilory, and animated to revenge this unfortu­
nate prince, fays to him, T ell mewhitherthisperfidious 
magician retires, and where her unworthy gallant may 
be, who is buried before his death. M y lord, replies 
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the prince, her gallant, as I have already told you, is 
in the Palace o f Tears, in a tomb in form of a dome, 
and that palace joins to this caftle on the fide, o f the 
gate ; as to the m agician, I can’ t precifely tell whither 
file retires, but every day at fun-ruing hie goes to fee 
her gallant, after having executed h r bloody vengeance 
upon me, as I have told y o u ; and you loe i am not in 
a condition to defend m yfelf again ft fo great cruelty. 
She carries him the drink with which fhe has hitherto 
prevented his dying, and always complains o f his never 
ipeaking to her fince he was wounded.

Oh, unfortunate prince, fays the Sultan, you can 
never enough be bewailed ! nobody can be more fenfibly 
touched with your condition than I am ; never did fuch 
an extraordinary misfortune befal any man, and thofe 
who write your hiftory w ill have the advantage to relate 
apaffage that furpaffes all that has ever yet been written. 
T h ere ’s nothing wanting but one thing, the revenge 
which is due to you, and I will omit nothing that can 
he  done to procure it.

W hile the Sultan difeours’d upon the fubjefl with the 
young prince, he told him who he was, and for what 
end h&'entered the caftle, and thought on a way to re­
venge him, which he communicated to him. T h ey  
agreed upon the meafures they were to take for effedting 
their delign, but deferred the execution of it till the next 
day. In the mean time, the night being far fpent, the 
Sultan took fome reft; but the poor young prince 
puffed the night without fleep, as ufual, having never 
flept fince he was inchanted ; but conceived fome 
Hopes of being fpeedily delivered from his mifery.

Next morning the Sultan got up before day, and, in 
order to execute his defign, he hid in a corner his up- 
pergarment, that would have been cumberfome to him, 
and went to the Palace o f  Tears. He found it enlight­
ened with an infinite number o f flambeaux of w hite 
wax, and a delicious feent iffued from feveral boxes o f 
£ne gold of admirable workmanfhip, all ranged in e x ­
cellent order: As foon as he faw the bed where the 
black lay, hedrew his feymetar, killed the wretch w ith­
out refiftance, dragged his corpfe into the court o f  the 
caftle, and threw it into a well. After this, he went

and



and lay down in the black’s bed, took Isis fcymetarj 
with him under the counterpane, and lay there to exe­
cute what he had defigned.

The magician arrived in a little time : She firft went 
into the chamber where her hulhand, the king o f the 
Black-Iflands was, ftripped him and beat him with 
bulls-pizzles in a mod barbarous manner. T h e poor 
prince filled the palace with his lamentations to no pur- 
pofe, and conjured her in the mold affefding manner 
that could be, to take pity on him ; but the cruel 
woman would not g ive over, till Ihe had given him an 
hundred blows. V ou had no compaffion on my lover,
faid fhe, and you are to expedl none from m e.-------- •
Scheherazade perceiving day, flopped, and could go no 
farther.

O heavens ! fays Dinarzade, fitter, this was a bar­
barous inchantrefs indeed! but mull we flop here f 
Will you not tell us, whether fhe received the chaftife- 
ment lhe deferved ? M y dear filter, fays the Sultanefs,. 
I defire nothing more, than to acquaint you with it to­
morrow; but you know that depends on the Sultan’s 
pleafure. After what Schahriar had heard, he was far 
from any defign to put Scheherazade to death; on the 
contrary, he fays to himfelf, I will not take away her 
life, ’ till fhe has finifhed the furprizing ftory, tho’ it 
Ihould laft for two months. It fhall always be in my 
power to keep the oath I have made.

1The T riMenly-fixth Night.

A Sfoon as Dinarzade thought it time to Call the 
Sultanefs, lhe fays to her, How much fnould I 

be obliged to you, dear fitter, i f  you would tell us 
what patted in the Palace o f Tears? Schahriar having 
fignified that he w as as curious to know it as Dinarzade, 
the Sultanefs refumed the ttory of the young inchar.ted 
prince, as follows :

Sir, after the inchantrefs had given the kin g, her 
hufband, an hundred blows witli bulls-pizzles,’ (lie put 
on again his covering of goats hair, and his brocade 
grown over a l l ; fhe went afterwards to the Palace of 
Tears, and as fhe entered the fame, fhe renewed her
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tears and lamentations; then approaching the bed, 
where (he thought her gallant was, Wtiat cruelty, cries 
fhe, was it to difturb the contentment offo tender and 
paffionate a lover as l a m ?  O  then who reproached me 
that 1 am too inhuman, when 1 make thee feel the 
effedls of my refentmenc! Cruel prince, does not thy 
barbarity (urpafs my vengeance? Ah traitor! in attempt­
ing the life of the objeft which I adore, haft thou not 
robbed me of mine ? Alas ! fays (he, addreffing herfelf 
to the Sultan, while (he thought ihe fpoke to the black, 

foul, my life, frill you always be filent? Are you 
refclved to let me die, without giving me fo much com­
fort as to tell me that you love me? My foul, fpeak one 
word to me, at leaft, 1 conjure you.

The 6ultan making as i f  he had awaked out o f a 
deep deep, and cou n terfei ting the language of the bl acks, 
anfwers thequeen with a grave tone, ‘ There’s no force 
‘  or power but in God alone, who is almighty.’ A t  
thefe words, the inchantrefs, who did not expedt them, 
gave a great Ihout, to fignify her exceffive joy. M y  
dear lord, cries Are, don’t 1 deceive rhyfelf, is it certain 
that 1 hear you, and that you ipeak to me ? Unhappy- 
wretch, faid the Sultan, art thou worthy that I fhould 
anfwer thy difeourfe ? A las! replies the queen, why 
do you reproach'me thus ? The cries, replied he, the 
groans and tears of thy hulband, whom thou treated 
every day with fo much indignity and barbarity, hinder 
me to deep night and day. I (hould have been cured 
long ago, and have recovered the life of my fpeech, 
hadit thou djlinchanted him. T h at’s.the caufe of my 
filence, which you complain of. Very well, fays the 
inchantrefs, to pacify you, I am ready to do what you 
will command me ; would you that I reliore him as he 
was? Yes replies the Sultan, make harte to fet him at 
liberty, that 1 be no more dilturbed with his cries.

The inchantrefs went immediately out o f the Palace 
of Tears, fhe took a cup of water, and pronounced 
Words over it, which caufed it to boil, as i f  ithad bfeen 
bn the fire. She went afterwards to the hall, to the 
young king her*hufband, and threw the water upon 
him, faying, * I f the creator of all things did form 
* thee fo as thou art at prefent; or if  he be angry with,
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‘  thee, don’ t change. But i f  thou art in that condition 
i  merely by virtue o f my inchantments, refume thy na- 
‘  tural (hape, and become what thou wail before.’ She 
had fcarcefpoken thefe words, when the prince, finding 
hi mfelf reilored to his former condition, rofe up freely, 
with all imaginable joy, and returned thanks to God. 
The inchantrefs then laid to him, Get thee gone front 
this caille, and never return hereon pain of death. The 
young king, yielding to neceffity, went away from the 
inchantrefs, without replying a word ; and retired to a 
remote place, where he immediately expedled the fuccefs 
of the defign which the Sultan had begun fo happily. 
Mean while the inchantrefs returned to the Palace of 
Tears, and fuppofing that (he ilillfpoke to the black, 
fays, Dear lover, I have done what you ordered, let 
nothing now hinder you to give me that fatisfaflion of 
which i have been deprived fo long.

The Sultan continued to counterfeit the language of 
the blacks : That which you have juft now done, faid 
he, fignifies nothing to my cure, you have only eafed 
me of part o f my difeafe ; you mull cut it up by the 
roots. M y lovely black, replies fhe, What do you 
mean by the root ? Unfortunate woman, replies the 
Sultan, don’ t you underftand that I mean the town, 
and its inhabitants, and the four iflands, which thou 
had deltroyed by thy inchantments ?

The fifties every night at midnight, raife their heads 
out of the pond, and cry for vengeance againft thee 
and me. This is the truecaufeof the delay o f my cure. 
Go fpeedily, rellore things as they were, and at thy re­
turn, I will give thee my hand, and thou (halt help me 
to rife.

The inchantrefs, filled with hopes from thofe words, 
eriedout in a tranfport o f joy, M y heart, M y foul, 
you (hall foon be reilored to your health, fo r i  will im­
mediately do what you command me. Accordingly (he 
went that moment, and when lhe came to the brink of 
the pond, (he took a little water in tier hand, and fprink- 
ling it—Tlere Scheherazade faw day, and flopped.

Dinarzade fays to the Sultanefs, Sifter, I am much re­
joiced to hear that the young king of the four Black- 
/flands was difinchanted, an d ! already confider the 
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♦ own and the inhabitants, as reftored to their former 
liate ; but I long to know what will become of the 
inchantrefs. Have a little  patience, replies the Sulta- 
nefs, you (hall have the fatisfadfion you defire to-mor­
row, i f  the Sultan, my lord, will confent to it. Schah- 
riar, having refolved on’ t already, as was faid before, 

,rofe up, and went about his bufinefs.

The 'Twenty-Seventh Night.

A T  the ufualhour, Dinarzade called upon the Sulta- 
nefs, thus : Dear lifter, pray tell us what was the 

fate of the magician queen, as you promifed us. Upon 
which, Scheherazade went on thus: The inchantrefs 
had nofoonerfprinkled the water, and pronounced fome 
words over the fifties and the pond, but the city was re­
ftored that very minute. The fifties became men, wo­
men and children ; Mahometans, Chriltians, Perfians, 
or Jews ; freemen or Haves, as they were before ; every 
one having recovered their natural form. The hohfes 
andftiops were immediately filled with their inhabitants, 
who found all things as they were before the inchant- 
ment. The Sultan’s numerous retinue, who found 
themfelves incamped in the largeft fquare, were afto- 
nilhed to fee themfelves in an inftant in the middle of 
a large, fine, and well-peopled city.

T o  return to the inchantrefs : As foon asfhehad made 
this wonderful change, fhe returned with all diligence 
to the Palace o f Tears, that Ihe might reap the fruits of 
it . M y dear lord, cries fhe, as Ihe entered, I come to 
rejoice with you for the return o f your health: I have 
done all that you required of me, then pray rife, and 
give me your hand. Com e near, fays the Sultan, llill 
counterfeiting the language of the blacks. She did fo. 
You are not near enough, replies he, come nearer. She 
obeyed. Then he rofe up, and feized her by the arm 
fo fuddenly, that fhe had not time to know who it was, 
and with a blow of his fcymetar cut her in two, fo that 
the one half fell one way, and the other another. This 
being done, he left the carcafe upon the place, arid going 
out of the Palace of Tears, he went to fee the young 
king of the Black-Ifles, who waited for him with a 
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great deal o f impatience, and when he found him, 
Prince, fays he, embracing him, rejoice ; you have 
nothing to fear now, your cruel enemy is dead.

The young prince returned thanks to the Sultan in 
fuch a manner, as (hewed that he was thoroughly fenfible 
of the kinduefs that he had done him, and in acknow­
ledgment, wilhed him a long life and all happinefs. 
You may henceforward, fays the Sultan, dwell peaceably 
in your capital, except you will go to mine, which is fo 
near, where you (hall be very welcome, and have as 
much honour and refpedt as i f  you were at home, 
Potent monarch, to whom I am fo much indebted, re­
plies the k in g, you think then, that you are very near 
your capital. Y es, fays the Sultan, I know it, it is not 
above four or five hours journey. It will take you a 
whole year’s journey, fays the prince. I do believe in­
deed, that you came hither from your capital in the 
time you fpoke of, becaufe mine was inchanted ; but 
fince the inchantment is taken off, things are changed: 
However, this (hall not hinder me to follow you, were 
it to the utmoll corners of the earth. You are my de­
liverer, and that I may give you proofs of my acknow­
ledging this, during my whole life, I am willing to 
accompany you, and to leave my kingdom without 
regret.

The Sultan was extremely furprized to underftand 
that he was fo far from his dominions, and could not 
imagine how it could be. But the young k in g  of the 
Black-Hlands convinced him fo plainly, that he could 
no more dou btofit. Then the Sultan replied, It is no 
matter, the trouble that I (hall have to return to my 
own country, is fufficiently recompenfed by the fatis- 
fadtion I have had to oblige you, and by acquiring you 
for a fon ; for fince you will do me the honour to at­
tend me, and that 1 have no child, I look upon you as 
one, and from this moment I appoint you my heir and 
fucceffor.

The difcourfe between the Sultan and the king of the 
Black-Iflands, concluded with mod affectionate em­
braces, after which the young prince was totally taken 
up in making preparations for his journey, which were 
finifhed in three weeks tim e, to the great regret o f his
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court and fubjefls, who agreed to receive at his hands 
one of his neareft kindred for king.

At laft the Sultan and young prince began their jour­
ney, with an hundred camels laden with ineftimable 
riches from the treafury o f the young king followed by 
fifty handfome gentlemen on horfeback, perfectly well 
mounted and areffed. T h ey had a very happy journey j. 
and when the Sultan, who had lent couriers to give ad­
vice o f his delay, and of the adventure which had oc- 
cafioned it, came near his capital, the principal officers 
he had left there, came to receive him, and to afi'ure 
him that his long abfence had occafioned no alteration 
in his empire. The inhabitants came out alfo in great 
crowds, received hiirt with mighty acclamations, and 
made publick rejoicings for feveral days.

Next day after his arrival, the Sultan gave all his 
courtiers a very ample account of all things, which, 
contrary to his expedlation, had detained him fo long. 
H e acquainted them with his having adopted the 
king of the Four Black-W ands, who was willing to 
leave a great kingdom, to accompany and live with, 
h im ; and, in ihort, as an acknowledgment o f their 
loyalty, he rewarded each o f them according to their 
rank.

And for the filherman, as he was the full caufe o f the 
deliverance of (he young prince, the Sultan gave him a 
plentiful eftate, which made him and his family happy 
the reft o f his days.

Here Scheherazade jnade an end of the flory of the 
filherman and the Genie. Dinarzade ugnified, that Ihe 
had taken a great deal o f pleafure in i t ; and Schahriar 
having faid the fame thing, the Sultanelstold ’em, that 
file knew another which was much finer ; and i f  the Sul­
tan would give her leave, Ihe would tell it them next 
morning, for day began to appear. Schahriar bethink- • 
ing himieif, that he had granted the Sultanefs a month’s 
reprieve, and being curious moreover to know if  this 
new ftory would be as agreeable as Ihe promifed, got 
up, with a defire to hear it  next night.
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~ - The Twenty-eighth Night,

DInarzade, according to cuftom, did not forget to 
call the Sultanefs when it was time. Madam, fays 

Ihe, I know not what’ s the matter with me, but I know 
very well, that one o f  the ftories which you tell fo 
agreeably, would be a great relief againft that melan­
choly, which eats me, up. Scheherazade, without an- 
fwering her, began immediately, and told the Sultan 
the following ftory.

The Story o f the Three Calenders, Sons of Kings j  and of 
the F iv e  Ladies of Bagdad.

SI R, faid Ihe, in the reign of Caliph Haroun Alraf- 
chid, there was at Bagdad, the place of his refi- 

dence, a porter, who, notwithftanding his mean and 
laborious bufinels, was a fellow of wit and good humour. 
One morning as he was at the place where he ufually 
plyed, with a great baiket, waiting for employment, a 
■ young handfome lady, covered with a great muflin veil, 
Came to him , and faid with a pleafant air, Hark ye, 
porter, take your bafket to follow me. The porter, 
charmed with thofe few words, pronounced in fo agree­
able a manner, took his bafket immediately, fee it on 
his head, and followed the lady, faying, ‘  Q  happy 
* day, a day o f good luck.’

The lady flopped prefently before a gate that was flint, 
and knocked : a chriftian, with a venerable, long white 
beard, opened the gate, and fhe put money into his 
hand, without fpeaking one word ; but the chriftian, 
who knew what ihe wanted, went in, and in a little 
time after, brought a large jug of excellent wine. Take 
this jug, fays the lady to the porter, and put it in your' 
bafket. This being done, fhe commanded him to fol­
low her, and as fhe went on, the porter fays ftill, * O 
‘  happy day ! T his is a day of agreeable furprize and
'  joy-’

The lady flopped at a fruit-fhop, where ihe bought 
feveral forts of apples, apricots, peaches, quinces, 
lemons, citrons> oranges, myrtles, fweet bafil, lilies,
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jeflamin; and fome other forts o f flowers and plants that 
fmell w ell; lhe bid the porter put all into his bafket, 
and follow her. As lhe went by a butcher’s ftall, fhe 
made him weigh her twenty-five pounds of his bell 
m eat; which lhe ordered the porter to put alfo into his 
bafket.

A t another fhop, lhe took capers, cucumbers, and 
other hCrbs preferred in vinegar .■ At another (hop, fhe 
bought piftachios, walnuts, Imall nuts, almonds, ker­
nels or pine-apples, and fuch other fruits; and at ano­
ther, fhe bought all forts o f  confections. When the por­
ter had put all thofe things into his bafket, and perceived 
that it grew full, M y good lady, fays he, you ought to 
have given me notice that you had fo much provifion to 
carry, and then I would have got a horfe, or rather a 
camel, to have carried them ; for if  you buy ever fo 
little more, I fhall not be able to carry it. The lady 
laughed at the fellow’s pleafant humour, and ordered 
him ftill to follow her.

Then fhe went to a druggift, where fhe furnifhed her- 
felf with all manner o f fweet-fcented waters, cloves, 
mufk, pepper, ginger, and a great peice of ambergris, 
and feveral other Indian fpices ; this quite filled the 
porter’ s bafket, and fhe ordered him to follow her. 
They walked till they came to a magnificent houfe, 
whofe front was adorned w ith fine columns, and which 
had a gate of ivory. T h ere they flopped,-and the lady 
knocked foftly. — H ere Scheherazade perceiving day, 
broke off.

I muft own, Sifter, fays Dinarzade, the beginning 
o f  this ftory has a great deal o f curiofity, I fancy the 
Sultan will not deprive him felf o f the pleafure o f hear­
ing the reft of i t ;  and indeed Schahriar was fo far 
from ordering the Sultanefs to be put to death, that he 
longed impatiently for next night, to know what parted 
in the fine houfe.

The Twenty-ninth Night.

D inarzade being awake before day, addrerted the 
Sultanefs thus: Sifter, i f  you be awake, I would 

pray you to continue the hiftory you began yefterday ; 
and Scheherazade went on with it thus;
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While the young lady and the porter llaid for the 
epening o f  the gate, the porter had a thoufand 
thoughts; he wondered that fuch a fine lady Ihould come 
abroad to buy provilions-; he concluded (he could not 
be a Have, her air was too noble for that, and therefore 

- he thought Ihe mull needs be a woman of quality, juit 
as he was about to alk her fome queftions upon that 
head, another lady came to open the gate, and appear­
ed fo beautiful to hurt, that he was perfectly furprized, 
or rather fo much flruck with her charins, that he was 
like to have let his balket fall, for he had never feen 
any beauty that came near her.

The lady who brought the porter with her, perceiving 
his diforder, and what occafioned it, diverted herfelf 
with it, and took fo much pleafure to examine his looks, 
that ihe forgot the gate was open’d. Upon this the 
beautiful lady fays to her, Pray, Sifter, come in, what 
do you flay for ? D on’t you fee this poor man fo heavy 
laden, that he is fcarce able to Hand under it ?

When Ihe enter’ d with the porter, the lady who 
opened the gate fhut it, and all three, after having gone 
through a very fine porch, came into a fpacious court, 
encompafifed with an open gallery, which had a commu­
nication with fcveral apartments on a floor, and extra­
ordinarily magnificent. There was at the farther end 
of the court a fofa richly adorned, with a throne o f 
amber in the middle of it, fupported by four columns 
of ebony, enriched with diamonds and pearls of an 
extraordinary fize, and covered with red fattin em­
broidered with Indian gold o f admirable workmanfhip. 
In tb« middle o f the court there was a great fountain, 
faced with white marble, and full o f clear water, which 
fell into it abundantly out of the mouth o f a lion of 
brafs.

The porter, though heavy laden, could not but admire 
the magnificence o f  this houfe, and the excellent order 
that every thing was placed in ; but that which particu­
larly captivated his attention, was a third lady, who 
feemed to be a greater beauty than the fecond, and was 
fet upon the throne juft now mentioned ; (he came down 
from it, as loon as Ihe faw the two former ladies, and 
advanced towards them : lie judged by the refpecl which
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the others (hewed her, that (he was the chief, in which 
he was not miftaken. T his lady was called Zobeide, 
Jhe who opened the gate was called Safie, and Amine 
was the name o f her who went out to buy the pro- 
vifions.

Zobeide fays to the two ladies, when (he came to 
their,, Sitters, don’ t you fee that this honeit man is like 
to fink under his burden, why don’ t you eafe him of it ? 
Then Amine and Safe took to the b.tiket, the one before 
and the other behind, and Zobeide alfo lent her hand, 
and alt three together let it on tlie ground ; then 
emptyed i t ; and when they had done, the beautiful 
Amine took out money, and paid the porter liberally.—  
Day-light appearing, Scheherazade was obliged to keep 
filence ; but Schahriar having a great defire to hear the 
reft o f tile ftory, he ordered the Sukanefs to go on with- 
it next night.

Ih e  '-Thirtieth Night.

N E X T  morning Dinarzade being awaked by her 
impatience to hear the reft of the ftory, fays to 

tiie Sultanefs, For the fake of heaven, filler, i f  you be 
not afleep, give us an account what the ladies did with ' 
the pnovifions brought by Amine. You (hall quickly 
hear it, fays Scheherazade, i f  you liften to my ftory, 
which (he refumed as follows :

The porter, very well fatisfied with the money he 
had received, was to have taken up his balket, and be 
gone; but he could not tell how to think on’t. Do 
what he could, he found himfell flopped by the pleafure 
of feeing- three fuch beauties, who appeared to him 
equally charming; for Am ine having now laid afide 
her veil, was aŝ  handfome as either of them. That 
which iurprized him mod was, that he law never a matt 
about the houfe, yet moll o f  the proviftons he brought 
in, as the dry fruits, and the feveral forts of cakes and 
confeftioas, were fit chiefly for tliofe who could drink 
and make merry.

Zobeide thought at firft, that the porter ftaid only to 
take his breath, but perceiving that he ftaid too long, 
What d’ye wait for, lays lire, are you not well enough
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paid? And turning to Amine, fays, Sifter, give him 
i'omething more, that he may depart finished. Madam, 
replies the porter, it it not that which ftays ine, 1 am 
oyer and above paid ; I am fenfible that l am unman­
nerly to ftay longer than I ought, but 1 hope you will 
be fo good as to pardon me, it 1 tell you, that I am 
aftonilhed to fee that there’s no man with three ladies 
of fuch extraordinary beauty ; and you know that a 
company o f womens without men, is as melancholy a' 
thing as a company of nten without women. T o  this 
he added feveral other pleafant things, to prove what’ 
hefaid, and did not forget the Bagdad proverb, ‘ That 
‘ one is never well at table, except there be four in 
‘ company and fo concluded, that fmce they were 
but three, they had need of a fourth.

The ladies fell a laughing at the porter’s difcourfe ; 
after which, Zobeide fays to him very gravely, Friend, 
yotrare a little too bold, and though you don’ t deferve that 
I fhould enter into particulars with you, yet l  am.wil­
ling to tell you, that we are three fillers, who do our 
bufidefs fo fecretly, that nobody' knows any thing o f , 
it. We have toe great reafon to be cautious ot ac­
quainting indifereet perfons with i t ; and a good author 
that we have read, fays, ‘ Keep your fecret, and don’ t 
reveal it to any body. He that reveals it is no longest 
mailer o f it. I f  your own breaft cannot keep your 
fecret, how do you think that another perfon will 
keep it ?’ _

My ladies, replies the porter, by your very air, I 
judged at firft that you were perfons of extraordinary 
merit, and 1 conceive that I am not miftaken; though for­
tune has not given me wealth enough to raife me above 
my mean profeflio#, yet I have not failed to cultivate 
my mind as much as I couid, by reading books of 
fcience and hiftory; and allow me, i f  you pleafe, to 
tell you, that I have alfo read in another author, a 
maxim which I have always happily pradlifed : ‘  We 
do not conceal our fecrets, fays he, but from fuch per­
fons as are known to all the world to want difcretion, 
and would abufe the confidence we put in them ; but 
we make no fcruple to difcover them to prudent perfons* _ 
becaufe we know they can keep them.’ A  fecret with
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me is as fure as i f  it were in a clofet, whofe key is loft, 
and the door fealed up.

Zobeide perceiving that the porter did not want fenfe, 
but conceiving that lie had a mind to have a (hare in 
their treat, (he replies* to him, fmiling, You know that 
we are about to have a treat, and you know alfo that 
we have been at a confiderable expence and it is not 
juft that you (hould have a (hare of it, without contri­
buting towards it. Tlie beautiful Safie feconded her filter, 
and fays to the porter, Friend, have you never heard 
that which is commonly faid, ‘  I f  you bring any thing 
* with you, you (hall be welcome; but i f  you bring 
‘  nothing, you muft get you gone with nothing ?’

The porter, notwithftanding his rhetorick, muft, in 
all probability, have retired in confufton, i f  Amine had 
not taken his part, and faid to Zobeide and Safie, M y 
dear fillers, 1 conjure you to let him (lay with us ; I 
need not tell you that .he will divert us, you fee well 
enough he is capable o f  th at: I muft needs tell you, 
that without he had been very willing, as well as nim ­
ble, and hardy enough to follow me, I could not have 
done fo much bufinefs in fo little time; befides, (hould 
I repeat to you ail the obliging expreffions he made to 
me by the way, you would not be furprized at my 
protecting him.

A t thel'e words o f A m in e, the porter was fo much 
tranfported with joy, that he fell on his knees, killed 
the ground at the feet o f  that charming perfon, and 
railing himfelf up, fays, Moft beautiful lady, you began 
mv good fortune to day, and now you complete it by 
this generous adtion ; I cannot enougix teftify my ac­
knowledgment for it. A s to what remains, my ladies, 
fays he, addreffing him felf to all the three filters, fince 
you do me fo great honour, don’ t think that I w ill 
abufe it, or look upon m yfelf as a perfon that deferves 
it. No, l lhall always look upon myfelf as one o f your 
moft humble (laves. When he had fpoken thefe words, 
he would have returned the money he had received, hut 
the grave Zobeide ordered him to keep it. That which 
we have once given, fays he, to reward thofe who 
have ferved us,.we never take again.— Here day began 
to dawn, which put Scheherazade to filence.

Dinarzads



Dinarzade, wholiftened with a great deal o f atten­
tion, was roach troubled at it, but had this comfort 
however, that the Sultan, who was as curious as Hie to 
know what palled betwixt the three beautiful ladies 
and the porter, ordered the Sultanefs to go on with the 
reft of the ftory next night, and rofe up to go about 
his buftnefs.

’The Thirty-JirJi Night.

T H E  next morning Dinarzade did not fail to 
awaken the Sultanefs at the ordinary time, and 

faid, Dear filler, i f  you are not alleep, I would pray 
you (until break o f day, which is near at hand) to go 
on with that agreeable ftory you began. Upon which, 
Scheherazade addreffed the Sultan thus: Sir, with your 
leave, I am w illing to fatisfy my filler’s curiofrty ; and 
at the fame time went on with the ftory of the Three 
Calenders, a fort o f  mahometan monks.

Zobeide would not take back the money from the 
pojter, but faid, M y friend, in confenting that you ftay 
with us, I mull forewarn you, that it is not only on 
condition that you keep fecret what we have required 
you, but alfo that you obferve exaftly the rules of good 
manners and civility. In the mean time the charming 
Amine pat off the apparel (lie went abroad with, put 
on her night gown that fhe might be more eafy, and 
covered the table, which (hefurniftied with feveral forts 
of meat, and upon a fideboard file fet bottles o f wine 
and cups o f gold. Soon after the ladies took their 
places, and made the porter fit down by them, who was 
overjoyed to fee himfelf at a tabic with three fuch ad­
mirable beauties. After they.had eat a little, Amine, 
who fat next the fideboard, took up a bottle and a cup, 
filled out wine, and drank firli herl’elf, according to the 
cuftom o f the Arabians, then (he filled the cup to her 
filters, who drank in courfe as they fat; and at laft (he 
filled it, the fourth time, to the porter, who, as he re­
ceived it, killed Am ine’s hand ; and before he drank, 
fung a fong to this purpofe: That as the wind brings 
along with it the fweet fcents of the perfumed places 
through which itpafies, fo the wine he was going to drink,
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coming from her fair hands, received a more exquifite 
tatle than what it had o f  it ’ s own nature. This fong 
pieafed the ladi'es to much, that each of them fung an­
other in their turn. In fliort, they were extraordinary 
fnerry all the time o f dinner, which lafted a long while, 
and nothing was-wanting that could make it agreeable. 
The day being almoft fpent, Safie fpcke in the names 
of the three ladies, and fays to the porter, Arife, and 
begone; ’ tis time for you to depart. But the porter, 
not willing to leave fo good company, cried, Alas ! 
ladies, whither do you command me to go in the con­
dition I am in ? 1 am quite befide myfelf, by what I 
have feen fince I came hither, and having alfo drank 
above my ordinary, I fhail never find the way home ; 
allow me this night to recover myfelf, in any place 
where you pleafe, for no lefs time is neceffary for me 
to come to m yfelf; but go wheii'I will, 1 fhail leave 
the belt part o f m yfelf behind me.

Amine pleaded the fecond time for the porter, fay­
ing, Sifters, he is in the right, 1 am pieafed with the 
requeft, he having already diverted us fo w e ll; and, i f  
you’ ll take my advice, or i f  you love me as much as I 
think you do, let us keep him, to pafs away the re­
maining part o f the night. Sifter, anfwered Zobeide, 
we can ref life you nothing; and then turning to the 
porter, faid, W e are w illin g  once more to grant your 
requeft, but upon this new condition, that whatever 
we do in your prefence, relating to ourfelves, or any 
thing elfe, take heed you do not once open your mouth 
to aftc the reaion o f it ; for if  you alk queirions about 
that which does not belong to you, you may come to 
know that which will be no way pieafmg to you ; be­
ware therefore, and do not be too curious to dive into 
the motives o f our aftions.

Madam, replies the porter, I promife to obferve this 
condition with fuch exadfnefs, that you fhail have no 
caufe to reproach me w ith breaking of it, andfarlefs to 
puniih my indifcretion ; my tongue fhail be immove­
able on this occafion, and my eye like a looking-glars, 
which retains nothing o f  the objeft that is fet before it. 
And to (hew you, fays Zobeide with a ferious counte­
nance, that what we demand of you is not a new thing
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among us, rile up and read what is Written over our 
gate on the inlide.

The porter went thither and read theft; words, writ­
ten in large characters of gold : ' He who fpeaks of 
‘  things that don’t concern him, (hall hear o f things 
‘  that won’ t pleafe him.’ Returning again to the three 
fillers, Ladies, fays he, 1 give you my oath,’ that you 
lhall never hear me fpeak any thing which does not 
concern hie, or whdrein you may have any concern.

This agreement being made, Amine brought1 in fup. 
per, and after the room was let round with tapers, that 
were mixed with aloes and ambergris, which gave a 
moll agreeable fcent, as well as a delicate light, Ihe fat 
down at table with her fillers and the porter. They 
began again to eat and drink, fing, and repeat verfes. 
The ladies took pieafure to fuddle the porter, under 
pretext o f caufing him todrirrk their healths,’and abun­
dance of witty lentences palled on both Tides. In ihort, 
as they were all in the hell humour in the world, they 
heard one knocking at the gate.— Scheherazade was 
obliged to Hop here, became ihe obi’erved day-light 
appearing.

The Sultan not- doubting the fequel o f this hiftory 
deferved to be heard, put it off till the day'following, 
and To arole.

The Thirty-fecund Night.

T H E  next night being almolt at an end, Dinar- 
zade called to the Sultanefs ; For heaven’s fake, 

filler, i f  you are awake, let me pray you to continue 
the Itory of the three fair ladies; 1 am-very impatient 

i Jjlknow who it was that knocked at their gate. You 
(hall hear it immediately, faid Ihe, I am fure that 
what I am now going to relate is worthy of my lord the 
Sultan’s attention.

When the ladies, faid (he, heard the knocking, they 
all three got up to open the gate ; but Safie, to whom 
this office did particularly belong, was the nimbleft ; 
which her other two filters perceiving, fat down till Ihe 
came back, to acquaint them who it could be that had 
anybufinefs with them fo late. Safie returning, laid,

Sifters,
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Sifters, wehaveherera very fine opportunity to pafs a 
good part o f  the night with much fatisfaflion, and i f  
you be of the fame mind with me, we fhall not let it 
flip. There are three Calenders at our gate, at Ieafl 
they appear to be fuch by their habit; but that which 
you will moil admire at is, they are all three blind o f 
the right eye, and have their heads, beards, and eye­
brows ihaved, and, as they fay, are but juft come to 
Bagdad, where they never were before; and it being 
night, and not knowing where to find any lodgin g, 
they happened by chance to knock at this gate, and 
pray us, for the love o f  heaven, to hsive compaffion on 
them, and receive them into the houfe ; they care not. 
what place we put them in, provided they may be un­
der fhelter; they would be fatisfied with a liable ; they 
are young and handfome enough, and feem alfo to be £ 
men of good fenfe ; but I cannot without laughing, 
think of their pleafant and uniform figure. Here Safie 
fell a laughing fo heartily, that it put the two fillers 
and the porter into the fame mood. My dear filler, fays 
lhe, are you content that they come in, it is impoflible 
but with fuch perfons as I have already defcribed them 
to be, we fhall finifh the day better than we began it ; 
they will afford us diverfion enough, and put us to 
no charge, becaufe they defire ftselteronly for this n igh t, 
and refolve to leave us as foon as day appears.

Zobeide and Amine made fome difficulty to grant 
Safie’s requeft, for reafons they knew well enough. 
But lhe having fo great a defire to obtain this favour, 
they cculd not refule her ; Go then, fays Zobeide, and 
bring them in, but don’t forget to acquaint them 
that they mull not fpeak of any thing which does not 
concern them, and caufe them to read what is written 
over the gate. Safie ran out with a great deal o f jo y , 
and in a little time after returned with the three C a ­
lenders in her company.

A t their entrance they made a profound bow to the 
ladies, who rofe up to receive them, told them moll 
obligingly that they were very welcome, that they were 
glad to have met with an opportunity to oblige them , 
and to contribute towards relieving them from the fa­
tigue of their journey, and at laft invited them to fit 
down with them.
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The magnificence o f the place, and the civility o f the 
ladies, made the Calenders to conceive a mighty idea of 
their fine landladies : But, before they fat down, having 
by chance call their eyes upon the porter, whom they 
faw dad almoft like one of thofe other Calenders, with 
whom they are in controverfy about feveral points of 
difcipline, becaufe they never (have their beards, nor 
eyebrows; one o f them faid, Look here, 1 believe we 
have got one o f our revolted Arabian brethren.

The porter being half afleep, and having his head 
pretty warm with wine, was affronted at thefe words, 
and with a fierce look, without ftirring from hi's' place, 
anfwered, Sit you down, and don’t meddle \yith what 
does not concern you : Have you not read the infcrip- 
tion over the gate ? D o not pretend to make people live 
after your fafhion, but follow ours.

Honeft man, fays the Calender, do not put yourfelf 
in a paflion ; we (hould be very forry to give you the 
leaft occafion, but on the contrary, we are ready to 
receive your commands. Upon which, to avoid all 
quarrels, the ladies interpofed, and pacified them. 
When the Calenders were fet at table, the ladies ferved 
them with m ea t; and Safie, being almoft pleafedwith. 
them, did not let them want for drink.

Scheherazade llopt her difcourfe, becaufe fhe faw day 
appear, and the Sultan got up to follow his affairs, and 
promifed to hear the reft o f the ftory next day ; for he 
had a great defire to know why thofe three Calenders 
were blind, and all three o f  the fame eye.

The Thirty-third Night.

AN hour before day, Dinarzade being awake, faid 
to the Sultanefs, Dear fifter, pray let me know 

what pa(Ted between the ladies and the Calenders. With 
all my heart, replied Scheherazade, and continued her 
ftory in the manner following:

After the Calenders had eat and drank liberally', they 
fignified to the ladies, that they had a great defire t<* 
entertain them with a concert of muuck, i f  they had 
any inftruments in the houfe, and would caufe them to 
be brought ’ em : T h ey  willingly accepted the proffer, 
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and fair Safe going to fetch them, returned again in a 
mqment, and prefented them with a flute o f her own 
country fafhion, another of the Perfian fort, and a tabor. 
Each man took the inftrument he liked, and all three 
together began to play a tune. The ladies, who knew 
the words of a merry fong that fuited the air, joined the 
concert with their voices; but the words of the fong 
made them, now and then Hop, and fall into exceffive 
laughter.

A t the height of this diverfion, and when the com­
pany wasin the midft o f  their jollity, fomebody knocks 
at the gate ; Safie left off finging, and went to fee 
who it was. But, S ir, fays Scheherazade to the Sultan, 
is it fit your majelty fhould know why this knocking 
happened fo late at the ladies houfe, and the reafon was 
thus : The Caliph Haroun Alrafchid was accuftomed to 
walk abroad in difguife very often by night, that he 
might fee with his own eyes, i f  every thing was quiet 
in the city, and that no dilorderswere committed in it.
' This night the caliph went out pretty early on his 

rambles, accompanied with Giafar his grand vizier, 
and Mefrour the, ch ief o f the eunuchs ofhis palace, all 
difguifed in merchants habits; and paffing-through the 
ftreet where the three-ladies dwelt, he heard the found 
o f the mufick and great fits o f laughter; upon which 
he commanded the vizier to knock, becaule he would 
go in, to know the reafon o f that jollity. The vizier, ! 
told him in vain, that it was fome women a merry­
making, that without queftion their heads were warm 
with wine, and that it would not be proper he fhould 
expofe himfelfto be affronted by them : Befides, it was 
not yet an unlawful hour, and therefore he ought not 
to difturb them in their mirth. No matter, faid the 
caliph, 1 command you to knock. So it was the grand 
vizier Giafar that knocked at the ladies gate by the 
caliph’s order, becaule he himfelf would not be known. 
Safie opened the gate, and the vizier perceiving by 
the light that foe held in her hand, that foe was an 
incomparable beauty, he a£ted his part very well, and 
with a very low bow and refpefiful behaviour, told 
her, Madam, we are three merchants o f Mcffoul, that 
arrived about ten days ago with rich merchandize,

which



which we have in awarehoufe at a khan for inn] where 
we have alio out lodging. We happened this day to be 
with a merchant of this city, who invited us to a treat 
at his houfe, where vv? had a fplendid entertainment: 
and the wine having put us in humour, he fent for a 
company o f dancers. Night being come on, and the 
mufick and dancers making a great noife, the watclx 
came by in the mean time, caufedthegateto be opened, 
andfomeof the company to be taken up; but we had. 
the good fortune to efcape by getting over a wall. 
Now, faith the vizier, being Grangers, and fomewhat 
overcome with wine, we are afraid of meeting another, 
and perhaps the fame watch, before we get home to 
Our khan, which lies a good way from hence. Befides, 
when we come.there, the gates will be ihut, and not 
opened till morning: Wherefore, Madam, hearing, a3 
we pall by this w ay, the found of mufick, we fuppofed 
you were not yet going to reft, and made bold to knock 
at your gate, to beg the favour oflodging ourfelves in 
thehoule till morning, and i f  you think us worthy of 
your good company, we will endeavour to contribute 
to your diverfion what lies in our power, to make fonve 
amends for the interruption we have given you ; i f  not, 
we only beg the favour of flaying this night under your 
porch.

Whilft G iafar held this difeourfe, fair Safie had time 
to obierve the v izier, and his two companions, who 
were laid to be merchants like himfelf, and told them 
that fhe was not .miftrefs o f the houfe ; but i f  they 

• would have a minute’s patience, file would return with 
ân anfwer.

Safie acquainted her fillers with the matter, who con- 
fideredfbr fome time what to conclude upon : -But being 
naturally of a good difpoiltion, and having granted 
the fame favour to the three Calenders, they at laft 
cordented to let them in. Scheherazade intending to 
continue her ftory, faw day-light appear, which made her 
break o ff; but the quality o f theie new aclors which 
the Sultaoefs had brought upon the flage, whetted the 
curiofity of Schahriar; who looking fur fome Angular 
event, expected the next night with impatience.



The Thirty-fourth Night.

DInarzade, being as curious as the Sultan to know 
what the arrival o f  the caliph at the houfe o f thofe 

three ladies might produce, did not forget to awaken the 
Sultanefs very early next morning, and prayed her ear- 
neftly to refume the ftory o f the Calenders; which Sche­
herazade, with leave o f  the Sultan, purfued in the fol­
lowing manner:

The caliph, his grand vizier, and the chief of the eu­
nuchs, being introduced by the fair Safie, very courte- 
ouflyfaluted the ladies and the Calenders : The ladies re. 
turned them the like civilities, fuppofing them to be 
merchants. Z obeide, as the chief, fays to them with 
a grave and ferious countenance, which was natural to 
her, c You are welcom e.’ But before I proceed farther, 
I  hope you w ill not take it ill i f  we defire one favour of 
you. Alas ! faid the vizier, What favour? W e can re- 
fufe nothing to fuch fair ladies. Zobeide 'replied, * It is, 
* that you would only have eyes, but no tongues ; that 
‘  you put no queftion to us about the reafon o f  any 
* thing you may happen to fee, and not to fpeak o f  any 
* thing that does not concern you, left you come to 
* hear of things that w ill by no means pleafe you.’ 

Madam, replied the vizier, you fhall be obeyed. 
W e are not cenforious, nor impertinently curious ; 
’ tis enough for us to take notice of that which con­
cerns us, without meddling with that which does not 
belong to us. Upon this they all fat down, and the 
company being united, they drank to the health o f  the 
new comers.

While the vizier G ia far entertained the ladies in dif- 
courfe, the caliph could not forbear to admire their 
extraordinary beauty, graceful behaviour, pleafant hu­
mours, and ready w it; on the other hand, nothing was 
more furprizing to him than the Calenders being all 
three blind of the right eye. He would gladly have 
been informed of this fingularity ; but the conditions 
fo lately impofed upon himfelf and his companions, 
would not allow him to fpeak. This, with the richnefs 
©f the furniture, the exatt order of every thing, and

neatnefs
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neatnefs of the houfe, made him to think it was feme 
inchanted place.

Their entertainment happening to be upon diver- 
tifements, and different ways of making merry, the 

•' Calenders arofe, and danced after their falhiop, which 
augmented the good opinion tke ladies had conceived 
of them, and procured them the efteem of the caliph 
and his companions. r

When the three Calenders had made an end cxf their 
dance, Zobeide arofe, and taking Amine by the hand, 
faid, Pray, filter, rile up, for the company will not take 
it ill if  we ule our freedom, and their prefence need not 
to hinder car performance o f what we are wont to do. 
4 mine, by underftanding her filler’s meaning, rofe up 
from her feat, carried away the difhes, the table, the 
flafks and cups, together with the inftruments which 
the Calenders had played upon.

balie, was not idle, but Iwept the room, put every 
thing again in its place, fnuffed the candles, and put 
freih aloes and ambergris to them, and then prayed 
the three Calenders to fit down upon the fofa on one 
fide, and the caliph with his companions on the other; 
As to the porter, Ihe fays to him, get up and prepare* 
yourfelf to ferve in what we are going about; a man 
like you, that is one of the family, ought not to be 
idle. T h e porter, being fomewhat recovered from his 
wine, gets up immediately, and having tied the lleeve 
of his gown to his belt, anfwers, here am I, ready to 
obey your commands in any thing. T h at’s very well, 
replied Safie, Hay till you are fpoke to, you Ihjtll not 
be idle very long. A  little time after, Amine came 
in with a chair, which (he placed in the middle o f the 
room ; and fo went to a clofet, which having opened, 
ihe beckoned to the porter, and fays to him, Come hi­
ther and help m e; which he obeying, entered the clofet, 
and returned immediately, leading two black bitches’ 
with each of them a collar and chain ; they looked a l  
if they had been feverely whipped with rods, and he 
brought them into the middle of the room.

Then Zobeide rifing from her feat between the Ca­
lenders and the caliph, marched very gravely towards 
the porter, Come on, fays Ihe, with a great iigh, let 
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us perform our duty ; then tucking up her fleeves above 
her elbows, and receiving a rod from Safie, Porter, 
faid fhe, deliver one o f the bitches to my filler Amine, 
and come to me with the other.

The porter did as he was commanded ; the bitch that 
he held in his hand began to cry, and turning towards 
Zobeide, held her head up in a begging pofture ; but 
Zobeide having no regard to the fad countenance o f the 
bitch (which would have moved pity) nor her cries 
(that founded thro’ all the ho'ufe) whipped her with the 
rod, till ihe was out o f  breath ; and having fpent her 
ftrength, that fhe could lfrike no more, fhe threw down 
the red and tak in g  the chain from the porter, lifted up 
the bitch by her paws, and looking upon her with a fad 
and pitiful countenance, they both wept: After which, 
Zobeide, with her handkerchief wiped the tears from 
the bitch’s eye, kiiTed her, returned the chain to the 
porter, bid him carry her to the place whence he took 
her; and bring her the other. The porter led back the 
whipped bitch to the dofet, and receiving the other from 
Amine, prefers ted her to Zobeide, who bid the porter 
hold her as he did the firft, took up the rod, and 
treated her alter the fame manner ; and when flic had 
wept over her, dried her eyes, and kiiTed her, returned 
her to the porter: But lovely Amine fpared him the 
trouble of leading her back into the clofet, and aid 
it herfelf. The three Calenders and the caliph, with 

- his companions, were extremely furprized at this e x e ­
cution, and could not comprehend why Zobeide, after 
havingfc furioufly whipped thofe two bitches, that by 
the mufFelman religion are reckoned unclean animals, 
Ihould cry with them, wipe Off their tears, and kifs 
them; they muttered among themfeives, and the ca­
liph, who being more impatient than the red, longed 
exceedingly to be informed of the caufe of fo ftrange 
an aflion, and could not forbear mailing figns to the 
vizier to alk the queftion ; the vizier turned his head 
another way ; but being prefled by repeated flgns he 
anfwered by others, that it was not yet time tor the 
caliph to fatisfy his curiofity.

Zobeide fat ftill fome time in the middle of the room, 
where fhe had.whipped the two bitches, to recover her-
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felf o f the fatigue; and fair Safie called to her, Dear 
filler, will you not be pleafed to return to your place, 
that I may alfo aft my part ? Yes, filler, replies Z o -  
beide, and then went, and fat down upon the fofa, 
having the Caliph, G iafar, and Mefrour on her right 
hand, and the three Calenders, with the porter, on her 
left.

Here, fays Scheherazade to the Sultan, Sir, what has 
been hitherto told your majelly, mull, without doubt, 
appearvery flrange ; but what yet remains is more won­
derful ; and I am perfuaded your majelly will think fo, 
i f  you will be pleafed to give me leave to finilh the 
Itory next n igh t; the Sultan agreed to it, and got up 
becaufe it was day.

The Thirty-fifth Night.

DTnarzade was no fooner awake next morning, but 
(he called, Siller, i f  you are not afleep, pray-eon- 

tinue the fine llory o f  the three fillers. The Sultanefs 
remembering where fhe left off, addreffed her fpeech 
to the Sultan, and went on as follows ; Sir, after Zo- 
beide fat down, the whole company was filent for a 
while ; at lail Safie fitting on a chair in the middle of 
the room, fpoke to her filler Amine, Dear filler, I con­
jure you to rife up, you know well enough what I  
would fay ; Amine rofe, and went into another clofet, 
near to that where the bitches were, and brought out k 
cafe covered with yellow fatin, richly embroidered 
with gold, and green filk ; fhe came near Safie .and 
opened the cafe, from whence Ihe took a lute, and pre- 
lented h e r : and after fome time fpent in tuning it, 
Safie began to play, and accompanying it with her 
voice, Ihe fung a fong about the torments that abfence 
creates to lovers, with fo much fweetnefs, that it 
Charmed the caliph, and all the company. Having 
lung with a great deal of paffion and adtion, (hefaidto 
lovely. Amine, pray take it, filter, for I can do no 
more, r» y voice fails m e; oblige the company with a 
tune, and a fong in my room. Very willingly, replied 
Amine, who taking the lute'from her fitter Safie, fat 
down in her place.



Amine, after fome fmall trial, to fee whether the 
inftrument was in tune, played and fung almoft as long 
upon the fame fubjedl, but with fo much vehemency, 
and was fo much aifedled, or rather tranfported, by the 
words of the fong, that her ftrength failed her as Ihe 
made an end of it.

Zobeide, willing to teftify her fatisfadlion.faid,Sifter, 
you have done wonders, and we may eafily fee that you 
have a feeling of the g rie f you have expreffed fo much 
to the life. Amine was prevented from anfwering this 
civility, her heart being fo fenfibly touched at the 
fame moment, that (he was obliged, for air, to uncover 
her neck and bread, which did not appear fo fair as 
might have been expedled from fuch a lady as (he ; but 
on the contrary, black and full of fears, which frighted 
all the fpeflators. However, this gave her no eafe, 
but lhe fell into a fit.— Here Scheherazade (lopped, fay­
ing, Sir, I had almoft forgot that it is day. W ith 
this (he ended her difeourfe, and the Sultan arofe from 
bed. And tho’ this prince had not refolved to defer 
the death of the Sultanefs, he could not, at this time, 
have refolved to take away her life ; his curiolity was 
fo great to hear out the ftory, which had fo many un­
heard of events.

The Thirty-Sixth Night.

DInarzade awaked her iifter as formerly, fay in g , 
Dear filler, 1 pray you to continue the ftory o f 

the ladies and the Calenders : upon which (lie refumed 
her difeourfe in the manner following :

When Zobeide and Safie ran to help their filler, 
one of the Calenders could not forbear to fay, we had 
better have flept in the ftreets than have come hither, 
had wc thought to have feen fuch fpediacles. The ca ­
liph, who heard this, came to him and the other 
Calenders, and alkeid them what might be the meaning 
of all this? They an'fwered, Sir, we know no more than 
you do. What, fays the caliph, are you not of the fa­
mily ? Nor can you rcfolve us concerning the two black 
bitches and the lady that fainted away, and has 
been fo bafely abufed? Sir, faid the Calenders, this

is



is the firft time that ever we were in the hoafe, and. 
came in but a few minutes before you.

This increafed the caliph’s aitonilhment: It may be,, 
fays lie, this other man that is with you, may know 
fomething o f it. One of the Calenders made a fign 
for the porter to come near: and afked him, whether 
he knew why thole two black bitches had been whipped, 
and why Am ine’s bofom was fo fcarred. Sir, faid the 
porter, I can fwear by heaven, that If you know no­
thing o f all this, I know as little as you do. ’ Tis true, 
I Jive in this city, but I never was in the houfe ’ till now, 
and i f  you are furprized to fee me here, lam  as much to 
find m yfelfin your company; and that which increafes 
my wonder is, That I have not feen one man with thefe 
ladies.

The caliph and his company, as well as the Calen­
ders, fuppofed the porter had been one o f the family, 
and hoped he could inform them of what they defiled 
to know ; but finding he could not, and refolving to 
fatisfy his curioilty, coll what it would, he fays to the 
reft, Look y e , we are here feven men, and have but 
three women to deal with, let us try i f  we can oblige 
them to fatisfy us, and if  they refufe it by fair means, 
we are in a condition to force them to it.

T h e grand vizier Giafar was agair.ftthis method, and 
ftiewed the caliph what might be the confequence of i t ; 
but without difcovering the prince to the Calenders, 
addrelfed him as i f  he had been a merchant, thus, Sir, 
confider, I pray you, that our reputation lies at ltake. 
You know very well upon what conditions thefe ladies 
were ready to receive us, and we alfo agreed to them ; 
what will they fay of us if  we break them ? We lhall 
be ftill more to blame, i f  any miichief befall us, for it 
is not likely that they would demand fuch a promife 
of us, i f  they did not know themfelves in a condition 
to make us repent the breaking of it.

Here the vizier took the caliph afide, andwhifpered 
to him thus : Sir, the night will foon be at an end, 
and if  your majefty will only be pleafed to have fo much 
patience, I w ili take thefe ladies to-morrow morning, 
and bring ’em before your throne, where you may be 
informed of all that you defire to know. Tho’ this 
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advice was very judicious, the caliph rejefled it, bid 
the vizier hold his tongue, and laid, Jie would not ftay 
till then, but would have fatisfattion in the matter 
prefen:lv. ‘

The next bufinefs was to know who ihould carry th« 
meffage. The caliph endeavoured to prevail with the 
Calenders to (peak firft; but they excufed themfelves, 
and at laid they agreed that the porter ihould be the 
man: And as they were confulting how to word this 
fatal queftion, Zobeide returned from her filler Amine, 
•who was recovered of her fit, drew near them, and 
having overheard them fpeaking pretty loud, and 
with feme palfion, fays, Gentleman, what is the fubject 
©fyour difeourfe, what are you difputing about?

The porter anfwered immediately, Madam, thefe 
gentleman pray you to let them underhand wherefore 
you wept over your two bitches, after you whipped 
them fo leverely, and how that lady’s bofom, who lately 
fainted away, comes to be fo full of fears ? this is what 
1  am ordered' to aik in their name.

A t thefe words, Zobeide looked with a Hern counte­
nance, and turning towards the-caliph and the reft o f 
the company, Is this true, gentlemen, fays Ihe, that you 
have given him order to aik me this queftion ? All o f 
them, except the vizier G iafar whofpoke not a word, 
anfwered yes. On which Ihe told them, in a tone that 
fufficiently exprelfed her refentment, Before we granted 
you the favour o f being received into our houfe, and to 
prevent all occafion of trouble from you, becaufe w e 
are alone, we .did it upon condition that you Ihould not 
fpeak of any thing that did not concern you, left you 
might come to hear that which would not pleafe you; 
and yet after having received and entertained you as well 
as polfibly we could, you make no fcruple to break 
your promife. '1  is true, that our eafy temper has oc- 
cafioned this, but that lhall not excufe you, for your 
proceedings are very unhandfome. As Ihe fpoke thefe 
words, Ihe gave three hard knocks with her foot, and 
clapping her hands as often together, cryed, Come 
quick : Upon this, a door flew open, and feven ftrong, 
flurdy black flaves, with feymetars in their hands, 
ruftied in, every one feized a man, threw him on the

ground,



ground, and dragged him into the middle of the room, 
in order to cut off his head.

We may eaiily conceive what a fright the caliph was 
in ; he then repented, but too late, that he had not 
taken his vizier’s advice. In the mean time, this un­
happy prince, G iafar, Mefrour, the porter, and the 
Calenders, were upon the point of lcfing their lives by 

* iheir indifcreet curiofity. But before they would ftrike 
the fatal blow, one of the Haves fays to Zobeide, and 
her lifters; H igh, mighty, and adorable miftreffes, do 
you command us to cut their throats r Stay, fays Z o ­
beide, I muft examine them firil. The frightened por­
ter interrupted her thus : In the name of heaven, don’t 
make me die for another man’scrime. 1 am innocent, 
they are to blame. Alas ! lays he, crying, How plea- 
fantly did vve pafs our tim e! thole blind Calenders are 
the caufe o f this misfortune; there’s no town in the- 
world but goes to ruin where-ever thefe inaufpicuous 
fellows come. Madam, I beg you not to deftroy the 
innocent with the gui ty, and conftder, that it is more 
glorious to pardon fuch a wretch as 1, who have no 
ways to help myfelf, than to facrifice me to your re- 
fentment.

Zobeide, notwithftanding her anger, could not but 
laugh within herfelf at the porter’ s lamentation: But 
without anfwering him, (he fpoke a fecond time to the 
reft; Aniiver me, fays fhe, and tell me who you are, 
other wife you lhall not live one moment longer. I can­
not believe you to be honeft men, nor perfons of autho­
rity or 'clillinflion in your own countries ; for i f  you 
were, you would have been more modeft and more re- '  
fpe&ful to us.

The caliph^ who was naturally impatient, was in- 
ftnitely more im patienuhan the reft, to find his life de­
pend upon the command of a lady juftly incenfed ;v but 
he began to conceive (ome hopes, when he faw lhe would 
know who they all were: For he imagined ihe would 
not take away his life, when once the came to be in­
formed who he was ; therefore he fpoke with a low voice 
to the vizier, who was .near him, to declare fpcedily who 
he w as: But the vizier being more prudent, refoived to 
fate his mailer’s honour, and not let the world know 
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the affront he had brought upon himfelf by his own 
weaknefs; and therefore anfwered, We have what we 
deferve. But i f  he would have fpoke in obedience 
to the caliph, Zobeide did not give him time : For 
having turned to the Calenders, and feeing them all 
three blind with one eye, fhe afkedifthey were brothers, 
One of them anfwered, No, madam, no otherwife than 
as we are Calenders ; that is to fay, as we obferve the 
fame rules. Were you born blind of the right eye-, 
replied fhe? N o, M adam, anfwers he, I loft my eye in 
fuch a furprizing adventure, that it would be inftrudtive 
to every body were it in  writing : After that misfortune 
I  fhaved my beard and eye-brows, and took the habit of 
a Calender, which I now wear.

Zobeide afked the other two Calenders the fame 
queftion, and had the fame anfwer ; but he who fpoke 
laft added, Madam, to fhew you that we are no com­
mon fellows, and that you may have fome confideration 
for us, be pleafed to know, that we are all three Ions 

- o f  kings; and the’ we never met together till this even­
ing, yet we have had time enough to make that known 
to one another ; and I affure you that the kings from 
whom we derive our being, made fome noile in the 
world.

A t  this difcourfe Zobeide afTwaged her anger, and 
faid to the flaves, g ive them their liberty a while, but 
Hay here. Thofe who tell us their hiftory, and the 
occafion of their coming, do them no hurt, let them 
go where they pleafe, but do not fpare thofe who refufe 
to give us that fatisfadlion.— Here Scheherazade ftopt, 
and her filence, as well as day-light, giving the Sultan 
to know, that it was tim e for him to rife, he got up, 
and refolved to hear the reft o f the ftory next night ; 
for he was impatient to know who thefe three one-eyed 
Calenders were.

The Thirty-feventb Night.

D Inarzade, who alfo took a great deal o f pleafure 
to hear the Sultanefs’ s ftories, fays to her, about 

the clofe of the following night, Dear filler, i f  you be 
not afleep, I conjure you to go on with the agreeable 
fiory of the three Calenders,

Scheherazade



Scheherazade demanded leave of the Sultan, and 
having obtained i t ; Sir, fays (he, the three Calenders, 
the caliph, the grand vizier Giafar, the eunuch Mefrour, 
and the porter, were all in the middle of the hall, fat 
upon a foot-carpet in the prefence of the three ladies, 
who fat upon a fofa, and the (laves flood ready to do 
whatever their miftrefles fliould command.

The porter, underftanding that he might rid himfelf 
of his danger by telling his hiftory, fpoke firfl, and 
faid, Madam, you know my hiftory already, and the 
occafion o f my coming hither; fo that what I have 
to fay, will be very lhort. My lady, your filler there, 
called me this morning at the place where I plyed as 
porter, to fee i f  any body would employ me, that I 
might get my bread ; I followed her to a vintner’s, then 
to an herb-woman’s, then to one that fold oranges, 
lemons, and citrons, then to a grocer’s, next to a con- 
fedlioner’s, and adruggift’s, with my bafket upon my 
head as full as l was able to carry i t ; then I came hither, 
where you had the goodnefs to i'ufFer me to conthiue till 
now, a favour that 1 fhall never forget. T his, madam, 
is my hiftory.

W hen the porter had done, Zobeide fays to him, 
G o, march, le t ’ s fee you no more here. Madam, replies 
the porter, I beg you to let me flay ; it would not be 
juft, after the reft have had the pleafure to hear my hif­
tory, that I fhould not alfo have the fatisfadlion to hear 
theirs. And having fpoke thus, fat him down at the 
end o f the fofa, glad to the heart to have efcaped the 
danger that had frightened him fo much. After him, 
one o f the three Calenders direfling his fpeech to 
Zobeide, as the principal of the three ladies, and the 
perfon that commanded him to fpeak, began his ftory 
thus: *"

The Hiftory o f the Firjl Calender, a King's Son.

MA D A M , in order to inform you how I loft my 
right eye, and why I was obliged to put myfelf 

into a Calender’ s habit, l  muft tell you, that 1 am a 
k in g ’ s fon born, the king my father had a brother that 
reigned as he did, over a neighbouring kingdom; and 
the prince, his fon, and I were almoft o f  an age.

After



After I had learned my exercifes, and that the k in g  
my father granted me fuch liberty as fuited my dignity,
I went orderly every year to fee my uncle, at whofe 
court 1 diverted m yfelf during a month or two, and then 
returned again to my father’s, Thefe feveral journeys 
gave occaikm of contracting averyfirm and particular 
friendihip between the prince my coufm, and myfelf.

-- The laft time I  faw him he received me with greater 
demon ftrations of tendernefs, than he had done at any­
time before ; and refolving one day to give me a treat, 
he made great preparations for that purpofe. We con­
tinued a long time at table, and after we had both 
fupped very w e ll; Coufin, fays he, you will hardly be 
able to guefs how I have been employed fmce your laft 
departure from hence, now about a year part. I have : 
had a great many men at work toperfedt a defign I have 
in my mind; I have caufed an edifice to be built, which 
is now finifhed fo as one may dwell in it; You will not 
be difpleafed i f  I  fnew it you. Butfirftyou are to pro- 
mile me upon oath, that you will keep my fecret, ac­
cording to the confidence I repofe in you.

‘ The love and fam iliarity that was between us, would 
not allow me to refufe him any thing. I very readily 

-took the oath required o f  me ; Upon which he fays to 
me, Stay here till 1 return, I will be with you in amo- 
m ent; and accordingly he came with a lady in his hand, 
o f fingular beauty, and magnificently apparelled ; He 
did not difcover who fhe was-, neither did 1 think it 
was manners in me to make enquiry. We fat down 
again with this lady at table, where we continued fome 
time, entertaining ourfelves with diicourfes upon in­
different fubjedls; and now and then a full glafs to 
drink one another’ s health. After which the prince 
faid, Coufin, we muft lofe no time, therefore pray 
oblige me to take this lady along with you, and condudi 
her tol’uch a place, where you will fee a tomb newly 
built inform of a dome ; you will eafily know it, the 
gate isopen, go in there together, and tarry till I come, 
which will be very fpeedily.

Being true to my oath, I made no farther enquiry, 
but took the lady by the hand, and by the diredtions 
which the prince my coufin had given me, I brought 
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her to the place, by the light of the moon, without 
miffing one ftep o f the way. We were fcarcely got 
thither, when we faw the prince following after, car­
rying a little pitcher with water, a hatchet, and a little 
bag with plafter.

The hatchet ferved him to break down the empty 
fepulchre in the middle of the tomb; he took away 
the ftones one after another, and laid them in a corner: 
When all this was taken away, he digged up the ground, 
where I faw a trap-door under the fepulchre, which he 
lifted up, and underneath perceived the head o f a ftair- 
cafe leading into a vault. Then my coufin, fpeaking 
to the lady, faid, Madam, it is by this way, that we 
are to go to the place 1 told you o f : Upon which the 
lady drew nigh, and went down, and theprinOe began 
to follow after ; but turning firffc to me, faid, M y dear 
coufin, I am infinitely obliged to you for the trouble you 
havebeen at, I thank you. Adieu. I cried, Dear coufin, 
what is the meaning of this? Be content, replied he, 
you may return back the fame way you came.

Scheherazade being come this length, faw day appear, 
which hindred her to proceed any farther. T h e Sultan 
got up, but longed very much to know the defign of 
the prince and his lady, which feemed as i f  tlpey had 
a mind to bury themfelves alive, and impatiently wait­
ed for next night, that he might be thoroughly in­
formed o f  it.

The Thirty-eighth Night.

DInarzade awaked the Sultanefs next night, as ufual, 
and prayed her to continue the hiftory o f the firft 

Calender. Schahriar having alfo fignified to the Sulta­
nefs, that it would be very pleafing tohim, Ihe refumed 
the thread o f her difcourfe as follows :

Madam, fays the Calender to Zobeide, I  could get 
nothing farther from him, but was obliged to take leave 
of him ; as I returned to my uncle’ s palace, the vapours 
of the wine got up into my head ; however, I got to 
my apartment, and went to bed. Next morning, when 
I awaked, I began to refleft upon what befel me the 
night before, and after recollecting all the circumitances

of



o f fuch a fingular adventure, I fancied it was nothing 
but a dream. Being full o f thefe thoughts I fent to 
fee i f  the Prince, mycoufin, was ready to receive avifit 
from me; but when they brought word back that he 
did not lie in his own lodgings that night, they knew 
not what was become of him, and were in much 
trouble about it, I conceived that the ftrange event of 
the tomb'was but too true. I was fenfibly afflifted at 
i t ; and dealing away privately from my people, I went to 
the publick burying-place, where there was a vaft num­
ber of tombs like that which 1 had feen : I fpent the 
day in viewing them one after another, but could not 
find that I fought for, and thus I fpent four days fuc- 
ceffivelyin vain.

You mud know that all this while, the K in g , my 
uncle, was abfent, and had been a hunting for feveral 
days ; and 1 grew weary o f daying for him, and having 
prayed his miniders to make my apology to him at his 
return, I left his palace, and fet out towards my father’s 
court, from which I had never been fo long abfent be­
fore. I left the miniders o f the king, my uncle, in 
great trouble, to think what was become of the prince, 
my coufin : But becaufe of my oath I had made to keep 
his fecret, I durd not tell them of any thing what I 
had feen or knew, in order to make them eafy.

I arrived at my father’s capital, the ufuai place of 
his refidence, where, contrary to cudom, I found a great 
guard at the gate o f the palace, who furrounded me as 
I entered. I alked the reafon, and the commanding 
officer replied, Prince, the army has proclaimed the 
grand vizier k in g , indead of your father, who is dead, 
and I take you prifoner in the name of the new k in g . 
A t thefe words the guards laid hold of me, and carried 
me before the tyrant: I leave you to judge, m adam, 
how much I was furprized and grieved.

This rebel vizier had entertained a mortal hatred 
againd me of a long tim e, upon this occafion : W hen 
1 was a drippling, 1 loved to (hoot in a crofs-bow ; and 
being one day upon the terrace of the palace with my 
bow, a bird happening to come by, I fhot, but miffed 
him, and the ball by misfortune hit the vizier, who was 
taking the air upon the terrace of his own houfe, and
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put out one of his eyes. As foon as I underflood it, £ 
not only lent to make my excufe to him, bu did it in 
perfon : Yet he always refented it, and, as opportunity 
offered, made me fenflble of it. But now, Madam, 
that he had me in his power, he exprefled his refent- 
ment in a very barbarous manner ; for he came to me 
like a mad man, as foon as ever he faw me, and thruft- 
ing his linger into my right eye, pulled it out himfelf; 
and fo, Madam, I became blind of one eye.

But the ufurper’ s cruelty did not flop here ; he order­
ed me to be ihut up in a box, and commanded the 
executioner to carry me into the country, to cut off my 
head and leave me to be devoured by the birds of 
prey. The hangman and another carried me thus (hut 
up on horfeback into the country, in order to execute 
the ufurper’s barbarous fentence ; but by my prayers 
and tears, I moved the executioner’s compaffion: Go, 
fays he to me, get you fpeedily out of the kingdom, 
and take heed o f ever returning to it, otherwife you 
will certainly meet your own ruin, and be the caufe of 
mine. 1 thanked him for the favour he did me ; and as 
foon as I  was left alone, I comforted m yfelf for the lofs 
of my eye, by confidering that I had very narrowly 
efcaped much greater danger.

Being in fuch a condition I could not travel far at a 
time ; I retired to remote places while it was day, and 
travelled as far by night as my ftrength would allow me. 
At lafl I arrived in the dominions o f the king, my un­
cle, and came to his capital.

1 gave him a long detail of the tragical caufe of my 
return, and o f  the fad condition he faw me in. Alas! 
cried he, was it not enough for me to have loft my fon, 
but mull I have alfo news of the death o f a brother I 
loved fo dearly, and fee you alfo reduced to this deplo­
rable condition ? He told me how uneafy he was, that he 
could hear nothing of his fon, notwithftanding all the 
diligence and enquiry he could make. A t theie words, 
the unfortunate father burft out into teas, and was fo 
muchafHidled, that pitying his grief, itwasimpoffiblefor 
me to keep the fecret any longer ; fo that notwithftand­
ing my oath to the prince my coufin, I told the king his 
father all that I  knew.
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His majefty liftened to me withfome fort o f comfort, 
and when I had done. Nephew, fays he, what you tell 
me gives me feme hope. 1 knew that my fon ordered 
that tomb to be built, and I can guefs pretty near at the 
place and with the idea you ftill have of it, I fancy we 
Jfhall find it: But fince he ordered it to be built private­
ly, and you took your oath to keep his fecret, 1 am o f  
opinion, that we ought to go in quell of it alone, with­
out faying any thing. But he had another reafon for 
keeping the m atterlecret, which he did not then tell m e, 
and an important reafon it was, as you will perceive by 
the fequel of my difeourfe.

We both of us difguifed ourfelves and went out by 
a door of the garden which opened into the field, and 
foon'found what v/e fought for. I knew the tomb, and 
was fo much the more rejoiced at it, becaufe I had for­
merly fought it along tim e in vain. We entered, and 
found the iron trap pulled down upon the entrance o f 
the flair-cafe ; we had much ado to raife it, becaufe the 
prince had falfened it in the infide with the water and 
mortar formerly mentioned, but at laft we did get it up.

The king, my uncle, went down firft, I followed, 
and we went down about fifty ileps. When we came to 
the foot o f the flairs, we found a fort of ante-chamber, 
full o f a thick fmoke, an ill-fcent, which obfeured the 
lam p that gave a very faint light.

From this ante-chamber, we came into another, very  
large, fupported by great columns, and lighted b y  
feveral branched candlefticks. There was a ciftern in  
the middle, and provifions o f feveral forts Handing on 
one fide of i t ; but we were very much furprized to fee 
nobody. Before us there appeard an high fofa, which 
we mounted by feveral fteps, and over this, there ap­
peared a very large bed, with the curtains drawn d ole . 
The king went up, and opening the curtains, perceived 
the prince his fon and the lady in bed together, but 
burnt and changed toa coal, as i f  they had been thrown 
into a great fire, and taken out again before they were 
confirmed.
'  But that which furprized me moft of all was, that 
though this fpeftacle filled me with honour, the king, 
my uncle, inflead of teftiiying his forrow to fee the
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prince, his fon, in a frightful-condition, fpit on his 
face, and lays to him, with a difdainful air, ‘ 1 his is 
‘ the punilhment of this world, but that o f the other 
' will laft to etern ity;’ and not content with this, he 
pulled off his fandal, and gave his fon a great blow on 
the cheek with it.

But, Sir, fays Scheherazade, it is day ; I am forry 
your majefty’ s time will not allow you to hear me far­
ther. This ftory appearing very ftrange to the Sul­
tan, he got up, and refolved to hear the reft of it next 
night.

The Thirty-ninth Night.

D Inarzade being awake fooner than ordinary, called 
her lifter Scheherazade. My good Sultanefs, fays 

Ihe, I pray you make an end o f your ftory of the firft 
Calender, for 1 am ready to die with impatience till I 
know the iffue o f it. Very well then, faid Schehera­
zade; you remember how the firft Calender continued 
his ftory to Z o b e id e ; I cannot enough exprefs, madam,, 
faid he, how much I was aftonilhed when I faw the 
king, my uncle, abufe the prince, his fon, thus after 
he was dead. Sir, faid 1, whatever grief this difmal 
fight is capable to imprefs upon me, I am forced to fuf- 
pend it, on purpofe to alk your majefty what crime the 
prince my coufm may have committed, that his corpfe 
fhould deferve this fort of treatment ? Nephew, replied 
the k in g , I mull tell you, that my fon (who is unworthy 
of that name) loved his filter from his infancy, and fo 
file did him : J did not hinder their growing love, be- 

. caufe I did not forefee the pernicious confequence o f it. 
This tendernefs increafed as they grew in years, and 
came to fuch a head, that 1 dreaded the end of it. At 
laft, I applied fuch remedies as were in my power; I 
not only gave my fon a fevere reprimand in private, 
laying before him the foulnefs of the paffion he was en­
tertaining, and the eternal difgrace he would bring upon 
my family, i f  he periilted in fuch criminal courfes; 
but 1 alfo reprefented the fame thing to my daughter; 
and befides, i ihut her up io clofe that the could have 
tio converfation with her brother. But that unfortunate
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creature had fwallowed fo much of the poifon, that all 
the obilacles which by my prudence I could lay in the 
wav, ferved only the more to inflame her love.

M y fon being perfuaded of his fitter’s conllancy, on 
pretence of building a tomb, caufed this fubterraneous 
habitation to be made, in hopes to find one day or other 
an opportunity to poflefs himfelf of that objeft which 
was the caufe o f his flame, and to bring her hither. He 
laid hold on the time o f  my abfence, to enter by force 
into the place o f his fitter’ s confinement; but that is a 
thing which my honour would not fuffer me to make 
publick. And after fo damnable an adion, he came 
and inclofed himfelf and her in this place, which he has 
fupplied, as you fee, with all forts of provilions, that 
he might enjoy his deteitable pleafures for a long time, 
which ought to be a fubjed of horror to all the world j 
but God, that would not fuffer fuch an abomination-, 
has juftly puniihed them both. At thefe words, he 
melted into tears, and I joined,mine with his.

After a while, catting his eyes upon me, Dear ne­
phew, cried he, embracing me, i f  I have loft that un­
worthy fon, I fhall happily find in you what will better 
fupply his place. And upon fome other refledions he 
made on the doleful end o f  the prince and princefs his 
daughter, we both fell into a new fit of weeping.

We went up the fame flairs, again, and departed at 
laft from that difma! place. We let down again the 
trap-door, and covered it with earth, and fuch other 
materials as the tomb was built of, on purpofe to hide, 
as much as lay in our power, fo terrible an effed of the 
wrath of God.

We had not been very long got back to the palace, 
unperceived by any one, but we heard a confufed noife 
of trumpets, druths, and other inftruinents of war : 
we foon underftood by the thick cloud of dull, which 
almoft darkened the air, that it was the arrival ol a 
formidable army. And it proved to be the fame vizier 
that had dethroned my father, and ufurped his throne, 
who with avail number o f troops was alfo come to pof- 
fefs himfelf of that of the king my uncle.

That prince, who, then had only his ufual guards 
about him, could not refill fo many enemies;, they in-
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veiled the city, and the gates being opened to them 
without any refinance, they very foon became matters 
of the city, and broke into the palace where the king, 
my uncle was, who defended himfelf till he was killed, 
and fold his life at a dear rate : for my part, 1 fought 
as well as I could for a while ; but feeing we were 
forced to fubmit to a fuperior power, I thought on my 
retreat and fafety, which I had the good fortune to ef- 
fedt by fome back ways, and got to one o f the king’s 
fervants, on whofe fidelity I could depend.

Being thus furrounded with forrows, and perfecuted 
by fortune, I had recourfe to a ftratagem, which was 
the only means left me to fave my life ; I caufed my 
beard and eye-brows to be fhaved, and putting on a 
Calender’s habit, I paffed, unknown by any, out of 
the city ; after that, by degrees, I found it eafy to get 
out o f my uncle’ s kingdom, by taking the by-roads.

I avoided patting through towns, until I was got into 
the empire o f the mighty governor o f the muflelmen, 
the glorious and renowned Caliph Haroun Alrafchid, 
when I thought myfelf out of danger; and confidering 
what I was to do, 1 refolved to come to Bagdad, in­
tending to throw myfelf at that monarch’s feet, whofe 
generofity is every where applauded. I fhall move him 
to compattion, faid I to myfelf, by the relation of my 
furprizing misfortunes, and without doubt he will take 
pity on fuch an unfortunate prince, and not fuffer me to 
implore his attiftance in vain.

In fhort, after a journey of feveral months, I arrived 
yefterday at the gate of this city, into which I entered 
about the dufk o f  the evening; and Handing ftill a little 
while to revive my fpirits, and to confider on which 
hand I was to turn, this other Calender you fee here 
next to me, came alfo along; he faluted me, and I 
him : You appear, faid I, to be a ftranger as I am. 
You are not miftaken, replied he. He had no fooner 
returned this anfwer, but that third Calender ypu fee 
there overtook us. He faluted us, and told us, he was 
a ftranger newly come to Bagdad ; fo that as brethren 
we joined together, refolving not to feparate from one 
another. '
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embaffy, for feveral reafons ; he was perfuaded that 
nothing could be more commendable in a prince o f  my 
age, than to travel and fee foreign courts; and befides, 
he was very glad to gain the friendffiip of the Indian 
Sultan, l'departed with the ambaffador, but with no 
great retinue, becaufe o f the length and difficulty o f the 
journey.

When we had travelled about a month, we difcovered 
at a diftance a great cloud o f dull, and under that we 
faw very foon fifty horfe-men well armed, that were 
robbers, coming to /ards us at a full gallop. Schehera­
zade perceiving day, told the Sultan of it, who got up ; 
but defiring to know what pall between the fifty men on 
horfeback and the Indian ambaffador, this prince was 
fomewhat impatient t ill  next night came.

The Forty-fir f t  Night.

I T  was almoll day when Dinarzade awakened next 
morning, and called to her filler, I f  you be not 

alleep, dear filler, I pray you continue the ftory o f the 
fecond Calender. Scheherazade began in this manner : 

Madam, fays the Calender, (always fpeaking to Z * - 
beide) as we had ten horfes laden with baggage and 
other prefents, that I was ro carry to the Indian lultan 
from the king my father, and that my retinue was but 
fmail, you may eafily judge that thefe robbers came 
boldly up to us ; and not being in a pollure to make any 
oppofition, we told them, that we were ambaffadors, be­
longing tothefultan of the Indies, and hoped they would 
attempt nothing contrary to that refpefl that is due to 
them, thinking by this means to fave our equipage 
and our lives : but the robbers moll infolently replied, 
For what reafon would you have us ffiew any refpedt 
to the Sultan your m ailer? W e are none o f his fub- 
jefts, nor are we upon his territories: And having 
fpoke thus, they furrounded and fell upon us : I de­
fended myfelf as long as I could ; but finding my- 
felf wounded, and feeing the ambaffador with his ler- 
vants and mine lying on the ground, 1 made ule of 
what llrength was yet remaining in my horfe, who was 
aifo very much wounded, and feparated myfelf from
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the crowd, and rode away as fall as he could carry me ; 
but he happening all of a fudden to fall under me, by 
wearinefs and the lofs of blood, he fell down dead. I 
got rid o f him in a trice; and finding that I was not 
purfued, it made me judge the robbers were not willing 
to quit the booty they had got.

Scheherazade perceiving day coining on, was obliged 
to flop here. O  filter, fays Dinarzade, to-morrow I 
lhall be more diligent, in hopes you will make repara­
tion to the Sultan for the lofs that his curiofity has fuf- 
tained through my negledl. Schahriar arofe without fay­
ing one word, and went to his ufual confutation.

The Forty-Jecond Night.

Dinarzade failed not to call the Sultanefs a good 
while before day : M y dear filter, fays fhe, if you 

be not afleep, I pray you refume the Itory o f the Ca­
lender. I confent to it lays Scheherazade ; and fo 
continued it in thefe words:

Here you fee m e, laid the Calender, all alone, wound­
ed, dellitute o f all help, and in a ltrange country ; I 
durlt not betake m yfelf to the high road, fearing I 
might fall again into the hands of thefe robbers. When 
I had bound up my wound, which was not dangerous, 
1 marched on the reft o f the day, and arrived at the foot 
of a mountain, where I perceived a paffage into a 
cave; I went in, and ltaid there that night with little 
fatisfa&ion, after I  had eaten fome fruits that I gather­
ed by the way.

I continued m y journey for feveral days following, 
without finding any place of abode: But after a month’s 
time, I came to alarge town well inhabited, and fituated 
fo much the more advantageoully, that it was furrounded 
with feveral rivers, fo that it enjoyed a perpetual fpring.

The pleafant obje&s which then prefented themfelves 
to my view, afforded me fome joy, and fufpended for 
forne time the mottal lor row' with which I was over­
whelmed, to find myfelf in fuch a condition. Mv face, 
hands, and feet were all tawney and fun-burnt, and by 
my long journey, my Ihoes and ftockings were quite 
worn out, fo that 1 was forced to walk bare-footed ; 
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and beiides, my clothes were all in rags. I entered 
into the town to inform m yfglf where I was, and ad- 
drefled myfelf to a taylor that was-at work in his fliop j 
who perceiving by my air, that I was a perfon o f more 
note than my outward appearance befpoke me to be, 
made me to fit down b y  him, and alked me who I was, 
and from whence I came, and what had brought rat 
thither ? I did not conceal any thing of all that had 
befallen me, nor m ade I any fcruple to difcover my 
quality.

The taylor liltened with attention to my words; but 
after 1 had done fpeaking, inftead of giving me any 
confolation, he augmented my forrow : Take heed, 
fays he, how you difcover to any perfon what you have 
now declared to me ; for the prince of this country is 
the greateft enemy that the king, your father, has, 

'  and he will certainly do you fome mifchief, when he 
comes to hear o f your being in this city. I made no 
doubt o f the taylor’s fincerity, when he named the 
prince: But fince that enmity, which is between my 
father and him , has no relation to my adventures, I 
muft beg your pardon, madam, i f  1 pafs it over with 
filence.

I returned the taylor thanks for his good advice, and 
{hewed m yfelf inclinable wholly to follow his counfel, 
and allured him that his favours Ihould never be forgot 
by me. And as he believed I could not but be hungry, 
he caufed them to bring mefomewhat to eat, and offered 
me at the fame time a lodging in his houfe., w hich I 
.accepted. Some days after, finding me pretty w ell 
recovered of the fatigue I had endured by a long and 
tedious journey, and befides, being fenfible that moil 
princes of our religion did apply themfelves to fome 
art or calling, that m ight Hand them in ftead upon oc- 
cafion, he alked me, i f  ITiad learned any thing whereby 
I might get a livelihood, and not be burthenfometo any 
man ? I told him that I underftood the laws, both divine 
and human; that l was a grammarian and poet; and 
above all, that I underftood writing perfe&ly w ell. 
By all this, fays he, you will not be able, in this 
country, to purchafe yourfelf one morfel o f bread; 
nothing is o f lefs ufe here than thofe fciences; but i f  
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you will be adviied by me, fays he, drefs yourfelf in a 
labourer’s h a b it; and fince you appear to be ftrong, 
and of a good conftitution, you (hall go into the next 
fereft and cut down fire-wood, which you may bring 
to the market to be fold ; and I can afl'ure you it will 
turn to fo good an account that you may live by it, 
without dependence upon any man: And by this means 
you will be in a condition to wait for the favourable 

. minute, when heaven fhall think fit to difpel thole 
clouds o f  misfortune that thwart your happinefs, and 
oblige you to conceal your birth ; 1 will take care to 
fupply you with a rope and a hatchet.

The fear o f  being known, and the necelfity T was 
under o f getting a livelihood, made me agree to this 
propofai, notwithftanding all the meannefs and hardfirips 
■ that attended it. T h e  day following the taylor brought 
mearope, a hatchet, and a lhort coat, and recommend­
ed me to fome poor people that gained their bread 
after the fame manner, that they might take me into 
their company. T h ey  conduced me to the wood, and 
the firft day I brought in as much upon my head as 
brought me half a piece of gold, which is the money 
of that country : For though the wood is not far diftant 
from the town, yet it was very fcarce there, by reafott 
that few or none would be at the trouble to go and cut 
it. I gained a good lum of money in a lhort time, and 
repaid my taylor what he had advanced for me.

I continued this way o f living for a whole year; and 
one day that by chance I was gone farther into the 
wood than ufual, 1 happened to light on a very pleafant 
place, where I began to cut down wood ; and in pull­
ing up the root o f  a tree, I efpied an iron rinjr, fatten­
ed to a trap-door o f  the fame metal. 1 took away the 
earth that covered it, and having lifted it up faw flairs, 
which I went down with my ax in my hand.

When I was come to the bottom o f the flairs, I found 
myfelf in a large palace, which put me into a mighty 
confternation, becaufe o f a great light which appeared 
as clear in it, as i f  it had been above ground in the 
open air. I went forward along a gallery, fupported 
by pillars o f jafper, the bafe and chapiters of mafly 
gold: But feeing a lady of a noble and free air, and 
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extraordinary beautiful, coming towards me, this turn­
ed my eyes from beholding any other object but her-1 
alone.

Here Scheherazade flopped, becaufe day appeared: 
ButDinarzade laid , Dear filler, I confefs I am extremely 
well pleafed w ith what you have told us to-day, and I  
do imagine that the following part muft be no lefs fur- 
prizing. You are not miflaken faid the Sultanefs, for 
the remainder o f  this (lory of the fecond Calender is 
better worth my lord the Sultan’s attention, than all 
that he has hitherto heard. I doubt that, fays Schah- 
riar, (as he was getting up) but wefhall know that to­
morrow.

The Forty-third Night.

T H E  Sultanefs being awaked as ufual, gave the 
Sultan an account, that the fecond Calender con­

tinued the flory thus: Being defirous, fays he, to fpare 
the lady the trouble to come to me, 1 made halle to 
meet her ; and as I was faluting her with a low bow, 
fhe afked me, W hat are you, a man or a genie i A  man, 
madam, faid I : I  have no correfpondence with genies. 
By what adventure, faid fhe, (fetching a deep figh) are 
you come hither ? I have lived here thefe twenty-five 
years, and never faw any man but yourfelf during that 
time.

Her great beauty, which had already fmitten me, 
and the fweetnefs and civility wherewith fhe received  
jme, made me bold to fay to her, Madam, before I have 
the honour to fatisfy your curiofity, give me leave to tell 
you, that I am infinitely fatisfied with this unexpected 
rencounter, which offers me an occafion of confolation 
in the midfl o f my affiidlon; and perhaps it may g iv e  
me an opportunity to make you alfo more happy than 
you are. I gave her a true account by what flrange 
accident fhe faw me, the fon of a king, in fuch a con­
dition as then I appeared in her prefence ; and how- 
fortune would have it, that 1 Ihould difcover the en­
trance into that magnificent prifon, where I had found 
her, but in an uneafy condition, according to appear­
ance.
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Alas ! prince, {aid (he, (fighing once more) you have 
juft c<,ufe to believe this rich and pompous prifon cannot 
be othenvife than a moll wearifome abode : the mod 
charming place in the world being no way delightful 
when we are detained there contrary to our will. ’ T is 
notpoffible but you have heard of the great Epitimarus, 
king of the ifle o f Ebene, fo called from that precious 
wood it produces in abundance; l  am the princefs, his 
daughter.

The king, my father, had chofen for me a hulband, 
a prince, that was mycoufm; but on my wedding-nigbt,' 
in the midft o f the rejoicing, that was in the court, and 
the capital city o f the kingdom of the ifle of Ebene, 
before I was given to my fpoufe, ,a  genie took me 
away. I fainted at the iame moment, and loft all my 
fenfes ; but when I came to myfelf again, i  found my- 
felf in this place. I was a long time inconfoleable, but 
time and neceffity have accuftomed, me to fee and receive 
the genie. ’ T is  twenty-five years, as 1 told you before, 
that 1 have continued in this place, where, I mull con- 
fefs, I have every thing that 1 can with for neceffary to 
life, and alfo every thing that can fatisfy a princefs that 
loves nothing but fine drelfes and falhions.

E very ten days,' fays the princefs, the genie comes 
hither to lie with me one night, which he never exceeds; 
and the excufe he makes for it is, that he is married to 
another wife, who would grow jealous, i f  Ihe came to 
know how unfaithful he was to her : Mean while, i f  I 
have occafion for him by day, or night, as fooh as I 
touch a talifman, which is at the entrance into my cham­
ber, the genie appears. It is now the fourth day fince 
he was here, and I do not expedl him before the end of 
fix more ; fo, i f  you pleafe, you may flay five days and 
keep me company, and I will endeavour to entertain 
you according to your quality and merit. I thought 
m yfelf too fortunate, to have obtained fo great a favour 
without a Iking it, to refufe fo obliging a proffer. The 
princefs made me go into a bagnio, which was the moll 
handfome, the moll commodious, and the molt firmptu- 
ous, that could be imagined ; and when I came forth, 
inftead of my own clothes I found another very coflly 
fuit, which I did not efteem fo much for its richnefs, as
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that it made me look worthy to be in her company. 
We fat down on a fofa covered with rich tapedry, with 
calhions to lean upon o f the rared Indian brocade ; 
and fome time after lhe covered a table with feveral 
dilhes o f delicate meats. We ate together, and palled 
the remaining part o f the day with much fatisfadtion ; 
and at night fhe received me to her bed.

The next day, as lhe contrived all manner o f  ways to 
pleafe me, fhe brought in, at dinner, a bottle o f old 
wine, the mod: excellent that ever was taded, and, out 
o f complaiiance lhe drank fome part o f it with me. 
When my head grew  hot with the agreeable liquor, Fair 
princefs, faid 1 ,  you have been too long thus buried 
alive ; come, follow me, and enjoy the real day, from 
which you have been deprived fo many years, and 
abandon this falfe light, that you have here. Prince, 
replied fhe, w ith a fmile, leave this difcourfe, i f  you 
out of ten days w ill grant me nine, and refign the lad 
to the G enie, the faired day that ever was would be 
nothing in my edeem . Princefs, faid I, ’ tis the fear 
o f the genie th.at makes you fpeak thus ; for my part, 

T  value him fo little  that 1 will break his talifm an, 
with the conjuration that’s wrote about it, in pieces. 
L et him come then, I will expeft him, and how brave 

-  or redoubtable foever he be, 1 will make him feel the 
weight o f my arm : I  fwear folemnly that 1 w ill extir­
pate all the genies in the world, and him fird. T h e  
princefs, who knew the confequence, conjured me not 
to touch the talifman, for that would be a means, faid 
fhe, to ruin both you and me ; I know what belongs to 
genies better than you. T he fumes of the wine did 
not buffer me to hearken to her reafons ; but I gave the 
talifman a kick w ith my foot, and broke it in feveral 
pieces.

At thefe words Scheherazade perceiving day, grew 
filent, and the Sultan got up, not doubting but the 
breaking of the talifman had fome remarkable event, 
and therefore refolved to hear that dory to the end.

The



The Forty-fourth Night.

D Tnarzade being awaked fomevvhat before day, 
fays to the Sultanefs, Sifter, i f  you are not afleep,

I pray you acquaint us with what happened in the fub- 
terranean palace, after the prince had broke the talifman.
1 am juft going to relate it, fays, Scheherazade. Upon 
which, re-affuming her narrative, (he continued herdif- 
courfe thus, in the perfon of the iecond Calender.

The talifman was no fooner broke but the palace 
began to (hake, and was ready to fall, with a hideous 
noife like thunder, accompanied with flafhes of light­
ning, and a great darknefs. This terrible noife in a 
moment difpelled the fumes of my wine, and made me 
fenfible, but too late, of the foliy I had committed. 
Princefs, cried 1, what means all this ? She anfwered 
in a fright, and without any concern for mer own mis­
fortune, A la s ! you’re undone, i f  you do not efcape 
prefently.

I followed her advice, and my fears were fo great, 
that 1 forgot my hatchet and cords. I  was fcarcely got 
to the flairs by which I came down, when the inchant- _ 
ed palace opened at once, and made a paffage for the 
genie : he alked the princefs in great anger, What 
has happened to you, and why did you call me? * A  
* qualm at my ftomach, faid the princefs, made me 
* fetch this bottle which you fee here, out of which I 
* drank twice or thrice, and by mifchance made a falfe 
* ftep, and fell upon the talifman, which is broke, and 
‘ that is all the matter.’

A t this anfwer, the furious genie told her, ‘  You are 
‘ a falfe woman, and a liar: Plow came that ax and 
* thole cords there?’ * 1 nev.er faw them till this moment,
‘  faid the princefs. Your coming in fuch an impetuous 
* manner has, it may be, forced them up in fome place 
‘  as you came along, andfo brought them hither with- 
* out your knowiug it . ’

The genie made no other anfwer but what was ac­
companied with reproaches and blows, of which I 
heard the noife. I could not endure to hear the pitiful 
cries and lhoucsof the princefs fo cruelly abufed; I had
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already laid, off the fuit Ihe made put on, and took 
my own, which I had laid on the Hairs the day before, 
when I came out o f  the bagnio: I made hafte up Hairs; 
being fo much the more full of forrow and compaffion, 
that 1 had been the caufe of fo great a misfortune, and 
that by facrificing the fairefl princefs on earth to the 
barbarity of a mercilefs genie, I was become the moH 
criminal and ungrateful of mankind. ’Tis true, faid I, 
fhe has been a prifoner thefe twenty-five years; but fet- 
ting liberty afide fhe wanted nothing that could make 
her happy. M y madnefs has put an end to her happi- 
nefs and brought upon her the cruelty of an unmerciful 
devil; I let down the trap-door, covered it again with 
earth, and returned to the city with a burden o f wood, 
which I bound up without knowing what I did ; fo great 
was my trouble and forrow.

My landlord, the tayior, was very much rejoiced to 
fee me : Your abfence, Htid he, has difquieted me very 
much,, by reafon you had entrufledme with the fecret of 
your birth, and 1 knew not what to think ; 1 was afraid 
fbmebody had known you; God be thanked for your 
return. I thanked him for his zeal and affeftion, but 
never a word durH I fay o f what had pafi, nor the reafon 
why I came back without my hatchet and cords.

I retired to my chamber, where I reproached myfelf 
a thoufand times for my excefiive imprudence : Nothing 
(faid i) could have paralleled the princefs’s good for­
tune and mine, had I forborn to break the taliiman.

While 1 was thus giving myfelf over to melancholy 
thoughts, the tayior came in and told me, Anold man, 
faid he, whom 1 do not know, brings me here^your 
hatchet and cords, which he found in his way, as he 
tells me, and underltood by your comrades that go along 
with you to the woods, that you lodge here; come out 
and fpeak to him, for he will deliver them to none but 
yourfelf.

At this difcourfe I changed colour, and fell a trem­
bling. While the tayior was afkingme the reafon, my 
chamber-dcor opened at once, and the old man, having 
no patience to Hay, appeared to us with my hatchet, and 
cords. This was the genie, the ravifher of the fair 
princefs o f the ifle of Ebene, who had thus difguifed
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hrmfelf, after he had treated her with the utmoft barba­
rity. I am a genie, faid he, fon of the daughter of 
Elbis, prince of genies : Is not this your hatchet, faid 
ke, fpeaking tome, and are not thefe your cords?

Here Scheherazade faw day and left off. The Sultan 
found the Itory of the fecond Calender, too curious, not 
to defire that he might hear it out; and therefore got 
up, with an intention to hear the reft next morning.

The Forty-fifth Night.

T H E  day following, Dinarzade calls upon the 
Sultanefs, My d’ear ftfter, pray tell us how the 

genie treated the prince. I would fatisfy your curiofity, 
replied Scheherazade ; and then re-affumhd her itory 
o f  the fecond Calender thus:

T he Calender continuing his difcourfe to Zobeide, 
M adam, fays he, after the genie bad put the queftion 
to me, he gave me no time to anfwer, not was it in my 
power; fo much had his ‘errible afpedl put me beftde 
myfelf. He grafped me by the middle, dragged me out 
o f  the chamber, and mounting into the air,- carried me 
up as high as the ikies with fuch fwiftnefs, that I per­
ceived I was got fo high without being able to take 
notice o f the way he carried me info few moments. He 
defcended again in like manner to the earth, which on 
a fudden he caufed to open with a knock of his foot, 
and fo furik down at once, where T found myfelf in the 
inchanted palace, before the fair princefs o f the iile of 
Ebene. But alas, what a fpeftacle was there 1 1 faw 
that which pierced me to the heart ; this poor princefs 
was quite naked, all in blood, and laid upon the ground, 
more like one dead than alive, with her cheeks all bathed 
in tears. , '

Perfidious wretch, faid the genie to her, pointing at 
me, is not this your gallant? She call her languilhing 
eyes upon me, and anfwered mournfully, I do not know 
him, 1 never faw him till this moment. What, faid 
the genie, he is the eaufe of thy being in the condition 
thou art jullly in ; and yet dared thou fay thou doftnot 
know him ? If 1 do not know him, faid the princefs, 
would you have rac to make a lye on purpofe to ruin 
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him? Oh then, faid the genie, pulling cut a fcymetar 
and prefbnting it to the princefs, it you never faw him 
before, take tne fcymetar, and cut oft his head. Alas, 
replied the princefs. how is it poffibie that I fhould 
execute what you would force me to do ? My ftrength is 
fo far fpent, that I cannot lift up my arm ; and if  I 
could how Ihould I have the heart to take away an in* 
nocent man’s life , and one I do not know ? This re- 
fufal, faid the genie to the princefs, fufficiently informs 

'  me of your crime. Upon which, turning to me : And, 
thou, faid he, doll thou not know her?

I Ihould have been the molt ungrateful wretch, and 
the molt perfidious o f  all mankind, i f  1 had not (hewn 
myfelf as faithful to the princefs as fhe was to me, who 
had been thecaufe o f  her misfortunes. Therefore I an- 
f.vered the genie, How ihould 1 know her, that never 
faw her till now? I f  that be fo, faid he, take the fcy- 
metar, and cut oft' her head: On this condition I will 
let thee at liberty, for then I (hall be convinced that 
thou didll never fee her till this very moment, as thou 
lay’ft thyfeif. W ith all my heart, replied I , and took 
the fcymetar in my hand.

But, Sir, fays Scheherazade, it is day, and 1 ought 
not to abufe your nnajelty’s patience. Thefe are won­
derful events, faid the Sultan to himfelf. We Iball 
know to-morrow i f  the prince was fo cruel as to pay 
obedience to the gen ie ’s command.

The Forly-Jixlh Night.

W H E N  the night was near at an end, Dinarzade 
calls upon the Sultanefs ; Sifter, if you be not 

afleep, I would pray you to continue the (lory which you 
could not finilh yefterday. 1 will, faid Scheherazade j  
and without lofs of tim e you fhall underftand, that the 
fecond Calender went on thus :

Do not!hii.k, madam, that I drew near to the fa ir  
princefs of the fles o f Ebene, to be the executioner o f  
the genie’s barbarity, 1 did it only to demonftrate by 
my behaviour, as much as poffibie, that as Ihe had 
fhewn her refolution to facrifice her life for my fake, 
that 1 would not refufe to iacrifice mine fot her’s. The
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princefj, notwithftanding her pain and fuffering, tinder- 
ftood my meaning ; which fhe fignified by an obliging 
look, and made me underftand her willingness to die 
for me; and that Ihe was Satisfied to See how willing 
I was alSo to die for her. Upon this I ftepped back, and 
threw the fcymetar on the ground. I Shall for ever, Says 
I to the genie be hateful to all mankind (hould I be So 
bafe as to murder, I do not only fay a perfon whom I 
do not know, but alfo a lady like this, who is ready to 
give up the ghoft; do with me what you pleafe, fince 
1 am in your power; I cannot obey your barbarous 
commands.

I fee, Said the genie, that you both out-brave me, 
and infult my jealoufy ; but both of you (hall knbw by 
the treatment 1 give you, what I am capable to do. 
A t thefe words the monfter took up the fcymetar, and 
cut off one o f her hands, which left her only fo much 
life as to g ive me a token with the other that fhe bid 
me for ever adieu, f  or the blood (he had loft before, 
and that which guflied out then, did not permit her to 
live above one or two moments after this barbarous 
cruelty ; the fight of which threw me into a fit. When 
I  was come to myfelf again, I expoftulated with the 
genie, why he made me languifh in expectation o f 
death : Strike, cried I, for I am ready to receive the 
mortal blow, and expedi it as the greatefl favour you 
can (hew me. But inttead of agreeing to that, Look ye, 
fays he, howgenies treat their wives whom they fufpedi 
o f unfaithfulnefs; fhe has received thee here, and were 
I certain that fhe had put any further affront upon ine, 
I  would make thee to die this minute: but I will con­
tent m yfelf to transform thee into a dog, ape, lion, or 
bird ; take thy choice of any o f thefe, I will leave it 
to thyfelf.

Thefe words gave me fome hopes to mollify him : O 
genie, Said I ,  moderate your paffion, and fince you will 
not take away my life, give it me generoufly; I (hall 
a ways remember your clemency, i f  you pardon me, as 
one of the beft men in the world pardoned one of 
his neighbours that bore him a mortal hatred. The 
genie afked me what had parted between thofe two 
neighbours, and faid, he would have patience till he
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heard the ftory, which I told him thus; and [ believe, 
madam, you will not take it ill, i f  I alio relate it to 
you.

The Story o f the envious Man, and of him that he envied,

IN a confiderable town, two perfons dwelt next door 
to one another ; one o f them conceived fuch a violent 

hatred againft the other, that he who was hated refolved 
to remove his dwelling farther off, being perfuaded that 
their being neighbours was the only caufe from whence 
his animofity did arife : For tho’ he had done him feveral 
pieces of fervice, he found, neverthelefs, that his hatred 
was nothing diminilhed ; therefore he fold his houfe, 
with what goods he had left, and retired to the capital 
city of that kingdom , which was not far diftant. He 
bought a little fpot o f  ground, which lay about half a 
league from the c ity ; he had a houfe convenient enough, 
with a fine garden, and a pretty fpacious court, wherein 
there was a deep w ell, which was not in ufe.

The honeft man having made this purchafe, put on 
a dervife’s or monk’ s habit, to lead a retired life, and 
caufed feveral cells to be made in the houfe, wherein a 
fhort time he eftablilhed a numerous fociety of dervifes ; 
he came foon to be publickly known by his virtue thro’ 
which he acquired the efieem of a great many people, 
as well of the commonalty as o f the chief of the city. 
In fhort, he was extremely honoured and cherilhed by 
every one. People came from afar to recommend thera- 
felves to his prayers ; and all thofe who came to liv e  
with him, publilhed what bleffings they received thro’ 
his means.

The great reputation of this honeft man having fpread 
to the town from whence he came, it touched the envious 
man fo much to the quick, that he left his houfe and 
affairs, with a refolution to go and ruin him. W ith this 
intent he went to the new convent of dervifes, o f w hich 
his former neighbour was the head, who received him 
with all imaginable tokens of friendfhip. The envious 
ihan told him that he was come on purpofe to com­
municate a bufinefs o f importance to him, which he 
could not do but in private ; and becaufe that nobody
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{hall hear us, Letus, fays he, take a walk in your court, 
and feeing night begins to draw on, command your 
dervifes to retire to their cells. The head of the der- 
vifes did as he required.

When the envious man faw that he was alone with 
this good man1, he began to tell him his errand, walk­
ing fide by fide in the court, till he faw his opportunity j 
and getting the good man near the brink of the well, be 
gave him a tbruft, andpulhed him into it, without any 
body’s being witnefs to fo wicked an aftion. Having 
done thus, he marched off immediately, got out at the 
gate o f the convent, without being known of any one, 
and came home to his own houfe well fatisfied with his 
journey, being fully perfuaded that the obje£l o f his 
hatred was no more in this world; but he found himfelf 
highly miltaken.

Scheherazade could go no farther, becaufe day began 
to appear. The Sultan conceived great indignation 
again!! the envious man, and fays to himfelf, I heartily 
wi!h that no hurt may have come to this honeft man, I 
hope -to hear to-morrow that heaven did not forfake 
him on this occafion.

The Forty-ferventh Night.

IF you be not afleep, filler, faid Dinarzade, next 
morning, I conjure you to tell us i f  the honeft 

dervife came fafe andfound out of the well. Yes, re­
plied Scheherazade : And the fecond Calender purfued 
his ftory thus : This old well, fays he, was inhabited 
by fairies and genies, which happened luckily for the 
relief o f the head of the convent; for they received 
and fupported him, and carried him to the bottom, fo 
that he got no hurt. He perceived well enough that 
there was fomething extraordinary in his fail, which 
muft otherwife havecofthim his life; whereas he neither 
faw nor felt any thing. But he foon heard a voice, 
which faid, Do you know what honeft roan this is* 
to whom we have done this piece of fervice? Another 
voice anfwered, No. To which the iirft replied, Then I 
w ill tell you. This man out o f charity, the greateft 
that ever was known, left the town he lived in, and
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has eftabliflied him felfin this place, in hopes to cure 
one of his neighbours of the envy he had conceived 
again!! him ; he had acquired fuch a general efteem, 
that the envious man, not able to endure it, came hither 
on purpofe to ruin him, which he had performed had it 
not been for the afiiftance which we have given this 
honeft man, whofe reputation is fo great, that the Sul- 
tan, who keeps his refidence in the neighbouring city, 
was to pay him a vifit to-morrow, to recommend the 
princefs his daughter to his prayers.

Another voice afked, What need had the princefs of 
the dervife’s prayers ? T o  which the firfl anfwered, You 
do not know, it feems, that Ihe is polfelTed by genie 
Maimoun, the fon o f  Dimdim, who is fallen in love 
with her. But I know well how this good head o f the 
dervifes may cure her ; the thing is very eafy, and I will 
tell it you. He has a black cat in his convent, with a 
white fpot at the end of her tail, about the bignefs of a 
fm allpiece o f Arabian money; let him only pull feven 
hairs out o f the white fpot, burn them, and fmoke the 
princefs’s head with the fume> ihe will not only be pre­
sently cured, but be fo fafely delivered from Maimoun, 
the fon of Dim dim , that he will never dare to come 
near her a iecond time.

The head o f the dervifes remembered every word of 
the difcourfe between the fairies and the gehies, who 
were very filent all the night after. The next morning 
by break o f  day, when he could difcern one thing from 
another, the well being broke down in feveral places, 
be faw a hole, by which he crept out with eafe.

The other dervifes, who had been feeking for him , 
were rejoiced to fee him ; he gave them a brief account 
©f thewickednefs o f  that man to whom he had given 
fo kind a reception the day before, and retired into his 
cell. It was not long till the black cat, o f whom the 
fairies and the genies had made mention in their dif- 
courfes the night before, came to fawn upon her mailer, 
as Ihe was accuftomed to do ; he took her up, and 
pulled out feven hairs off the white fpot that was upon 
her tail, and laid them afide for his ufe when occafion
(houid ferve, „

The



The fan was not high, when the Sultan, who would 
leave no means untried, that he thought could reftore 
the princefs to her perfect health, arrived at the gate 
of the convent. He commanded his guards to halt, 
whilft he, with his principal officers, went in. The 
dervifes received him with profound refped.

The Sultan called their head afide, and fays, Good 
Sheicb, it may be you know already the caufe of my 
coming hither. Y es, Sir, replies he very gravely, i f  I 
do not miftake it, ’ tis the difeafe of the princefs which 
procures me this honour that I have not deferred. That’s 
the very th in g, jeplied the Sultan. You will give me 
new life, i f  your prayers, as I hope they will, can pro­
cure my daughter’s health. Sir, faid the good man, if  
your majefty will be pleafed to let her come hither, I 
am in hopes, thro’ God’s afliltance and favour, fhe fhall 
return in perfeft health.

The prince, tranfported with joy, fent immediately 
to fetch his daughter, who very foon appeared with a 
numerous train o f ladies and eunuchs, but malked, fo 
that her face was not fecn. The chief o f the dervifes 
caufed a pall to be held over her head, and he had no 
fooner thrown the feven tufts of hair upon the burning 
coals, but the genie Mfaimoun, the fon o f Dimdim, 
gave a great cry, without any thing being feen, and 
left the princefs at liberty; upon which, hie took off 
the veil from her face, and rofe up to fee where fhe was, 
faying W here am f, and who brought me hither? At 
which words the Sultan, overcome with excefs o f joy, 
embraced his daughter, and killed her eyes ; he alfo 
kiffed the ch ie f of the dervifes hands, and faid to his 
officers, T e ll  me your opinion, what reward does he 
def'erve that has thus cured my daughter? They all 
cried, he deferves her in marriage. That is what I 
had in my thoughts, faid the Sultan ; and I make him 
my fon-in-law from this moment. Some time after the 
prime vizier died, and the Sultan conferred the place on 
the dervife. The Sultan himfelf alfo died without heirs 
male ; upon which, the religious orders and the militia 
gathered together, and the honed man was declared and 
acknowledged Sultan by general content.

Day-



Day-light appearing, Scheherazade was obliged* to 
break off her ftory. Schahriar looked upon the dervifs 
to be worthy of the crown he had got, but was defirous 
to know i f  the envious man did not die for fpite ; and 
got up with an intention to hear it next night.

The Forty-eighth Night.

DInarzade, when it was time, addrefled her fpeeclt 
to the Sultanefs thus : M y dear lifter, faid (lie, i f  

you be not ailgep, I  would pray you to conclude the 
ftory of the hated and envious man. With all my 
heart, anfwers Scheherazade. The fecond Calender 
continued his ftory thus: The honeft dervife, faid he-, 
being mounted on the throne of his father-in-law, as 
he was one day in the midft of his courtiers upon a 
inarch, he efpied the envious man among the crowd of 
people that flood as he paffed along, and calling one of 
the viziers'that attended him, whifpered him in his ear 
thus : Go bring me that man you fee there ; but have a 
care you do not frighten him. The vizier obeyed, and 
when the envious man was brought into his prefence, 
the Sultan faid, Friend, I am extremely glad to fee you. 
Upon which he called an officer, Go immediately, fays 
he, and caufe to be paid the man out of my treafury, 
one hundred pieces o f gold ; let him have alio twenty 
load of the richeft merchandize in my ftorehoufes, and 
a fufficient guard to condufl: him to his houfe. A fte r  
he had given this charge to the officer, he bid the en­
vious man farewell, and proceeded on his march.

When I had finiflied the recital of this ftory to the 
genie, the murderer o f  the princefs of the ifle o f E ben e, 
i  made the application to himfelf thus: O genie ! you 
fee here, that this bountiful Sultan did not content h im ­
fe lf to have forgot the delign o f the envious man to 
take away his life, but treated him kindly, and fent 
him back with all the favours which I juft now related. 
In Ihort, I made ufe o f all my eloquence, praying him 
to imitate fo good an example, and to grant me par­
don : But it was impoffible for me to move his confe- 
pallion.
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Ail that I can do for thee, faid he. is, that I will not 
take thy life ; don’ t flatter thyfelf that I will fend thee 
fafe and found back, I muft let thee feel what 1 am able 
to do by my inchantments ; with that he laid violent 
hands on me, and carried me crofs the vault of the fub- 
terranean palace, which opened to give him pafl’age; 

'he flew up with me fo high, that the earth feemed to 
be only a little  white cloud ; from thence he came down 
again like lightening, and alighted upon the ridge of a 
mountain.

There he took up a handful o f earth, and pronounced 
or rather muttered, fome words which 1 did notunder- 
ftand, and threw it upon me, Leave the lhape of a man, 
fays he to m e, and take on thee that o f an ape. He 
vanilhed immediately, and left me alone, transformed 
into an ape, overwhelmed with forrow in a ftrange 
country, not knowing if  I was near unto, or far from, 
my father’s dominions.

I went down from the height of the mountain, and 
came into a plain country, which took me a month’s 
time to travel thro’ , a'ftd then I came to a coaft of the 
fea. It happened to be then a great calm, and I efpied 
a velfel about half a league from the fhore : I would 
not lofe this good opportunity, but broke off a large 
branch from a tree, which I carried with me to the fea- 
fide, and fet m yfelf aftride upon it, with a flick in each 
hand to ferve me for oars.

I launched out in this pofture, and advanced near 
thefhip. When I was nigh enough to be known, the 
feamen and paffengers that were upon the deck thought 
if an extraordinary fpe&acle, and all o f  them looked 
upon me with great aftonilhment. In the mean time I 
got aboard, and laying hold of a rope, I  jumped upon 
the deck, and having loft my fpeech, I found myfelf 
in a very great perplexity ; and indeed the rifk I ran 
then, -was nothing lefs than when I was at the mercy 
of the genie.

The merchants, being both fuperftitious and ferupu- 
lous, believed 1 Ihould occaflon fome mifehief to their 
voyage, i f  they received me ; therefore, fays one, 1 will 
knock him down with an haud-fpike ; fays another, I 
will ihoot an arrow through his guts \ fays a third, Lee

us



us throw him into the fea. Some of them would not 
have failed to have executed thtir defign, i f  1 had not 
got to that fide where the captain was; when I threw 
myfelf at his feet, and tookhiin by the coat in abeggirsg 
p< lti.iv. This aftion, together with the tears which he 
law g.:!h from my eyes, moved his companion ; fo that 
he took me into his protection, threatened to be reveng­
ed on him that would do me the leall hurt; and he him- 
felf made very much of me. And on my part, though 
1 had no power to fpeak, I did, by my geltures, (hew 
all poflible figns o f gratitude.

The wind that fucceeded the calm was gentle and fa­
vourable, and did not alter for fifty days, but brought utf 

_fafe to the port o f  a fine town, well peopled, and of 
great trade, where we came to an anchor : It was fo 
much the more confiderable, that it was the capital city 
o f a powerful Hate.

Our vefi’el was fpeedily furrounded with an infinite 
number o f  boats full o f people, that either came to 
congratulate their friends upon their fafe arrival, or to 
enquire for thofe they had left behind them in the coun­
try from whence they came, or out of curiofity, to fee 
a Ihip that came from a far country.

Amongft the reft, fome officers came on board, de­
firing to lpeak with the merchants in the name of the 
Sultan. The merchants appearing, one of the officers 
told them. The fultan, our mailer, hath commanded us 
to acquaint you, that he is glad of your fafe arrival, and 
prays you to take the trouble, every one of you, to 
write lome lines upon this roll of paper : And that his 
defign by this may be underftood, you muft know that 
we had a prime v izier, who belices a great capacity to 
manage affairs, underllood writing to the higheft per­
fection. This minifter is lately dead, at which the ful­
tan is very mueft troubled, and fince he can never be­
hold his writing without admiration, he has made a 
folemn vow, not to give the place to any man but to him 
that can write as well as he did. Abundance o f people 
have preiente ' their writings; but, to this day, no 
body in all this empire has been judged worthy to fup- 
ply the vizier’s place.

Thofe
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Thofe merchants that believed they could write well 
enough to pretend to this high dignity, wrote one after 
another what they thought fit. After they had done, I 
advanced, and took the roll out of the gentleman’s 
hand : But all the people, efpecially the merchants, 
cried out, he will tear it, or throw it into the fea, till 
they law how properly 1 held the roll, and made a fign 
that I would write in my turn. Then they were of 
another opinion, and their fear turned into admiration : 
However, ftnce they had never feen an ape that could 
write, nor could be perl'uaded that I was more ingeni­
ous than other apes, they offered to fnatch the roll out 
o f my hand; but the captain took my part once more. 
Let him alone, faid he, fuffer him to write. I f  he only 
fcribbles the paper, I promife you that I will punifh him. 
upon the fpot. If, on the contrary, he writes well, as 
I hope he will, becaufe I never faw an ape fo handy and 
ingenious, and fo apprshenfive of every thing, I do 
declare that 1 will own him as my fon ; 1 had one that 
had not the wit by far that he has. Perceiving that no 
man did any more oppofe my defign, I took the pen, 
and wrote before I had done, fix forts of hands ufed 
among the Arabians, and each fpecimen contained an 
extemporary diflich or quatrain in praife of the fultan. 
M y w riting did not only outdo that o f the merchants, 
but, I dare fay, they had not before feen any fuch fair 
writing in that country. When I had done, the officers 
took the roll, and carried it to the fultan.

'I hus far was Scheherazade come with her /lory when 
day-light appeared. Sir, faid fhe to Schahriar, i f  I had 
time to continue, I would give your majefty an account 
of things far more furprizing than what I have already 
told. 1  be Sultan, who had refolved to hear the end o f 
the flory, got up without faying one word.

The Forty-ninth Night.

T H E next morning Dinarzade, being awake beford 
day, called the Sultanefs, and faid, Siller, if you 

be notafleep, pray let us hear the reft o f the adventures., 
that happened to the ape. I believe my lord the Sultan 
is no lei's curious to know it than myfelf. You fhall 
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both be fatisfied, anfwered Scheherazade; and that yosr 
may foon beeafed o f  your longing, the fecond Calender 
continued h:sfiery thus:

The fultan took little notice of any.o'f the other writ­
ings, but confidered mine, which was fo much to his 
liking, That he fays to the officers. Take the fineft horfe 
m my liable, w.th the richeft harnefs, and a robe o f the 
moil fumptuous brocade, to put upon that perfon who- 
wrote the fix hands, and bring him hither to me. A t  
this command the officer* could not forbear laughing t 
the fultars grew angry at their boldnefs, and was ready 
to punilh them, till they told him, Sir, we humbly beg 
your mr.jefty’s pardon ; thefe hands were not written by 
a man, but by an ape- What do you fay, fays the ful- 
tan ? Fhofe admirable.charafLrs, are they not written 
by the hands of a man ? No, Sir, replies the officers, we 
do affure your majefly that it was an ape, who wrote 
them in our prefence. The fultan was too much fur- 
prized at this account not to defire a fight of me, and 
therefore fays, Do what I command.you, and bring me 
fpeedily that wonderful ape.

The officers returned to the veffiel, and (hewed the 
captain their order, who anfwered, the fultan’s com­
mand mull be obeyed. Whereupon they cloathed me 
with that rich brocade robe, and carried me alhore, 
where they fet me on horfeback, whilll the fultan 
waited for me at his palace with a great number o f 
courtiers, whom he gathered together to da me the 
more honour.

1  he cavalcade being begun, the harbour, the ftreets, 
the publick places, windows, terraces, palaces, and 
houfes, were all filled with an infinite number of people 
of all forts, who were curious to come from all parts o f 

‘ * • the city to fee me ; for the rumour was fpread in a m'o- 
m?ft^that the fultan had cholen an ape to be his grand 
vizier, and after having ferved for a fpetlacle to the 
people, who could not forbear to exprefs their furprize, 
by redoubling their fhouts and cries, i  arrived at the 
palace of the fultan.

I found the prince fet on his throne in the midll of 
the grandees ; 1 made my bow three times very low, 
and at lall kneeled and killed the ground before him,

and



*nd afterwards fat down on my feat in the pollute of an 
ape. The whole alfembly admired me, and could not 
comprehend how it was polTible that an ape lhould un- 
derftand fo well to give the fultan his due refpedt; and 
he himfelf was more aftoniihed than any man. In (hort, 
the ufual ceremony of the audience would have been 
cornpleat, could I have added fpeech to my behaviour; 
but apes do never fpeak, and the advantage 1 had of 
having been a man, did not allow me thatprivilege.

The fultan difmilTed his courtiers, and none remained 
by him but the chief o f the eunuchs, a little young Have, 
and myfelf. He went from his chamber o f audience into 
his own apartment, where he ordered dinner to be 
brought. A s he fat at table he gave me a fign to come 
near, and eat with them : To (hew my obedience, I 
kiffed-the ground, flood up, fat me down at table, and 
eat with difcretion and moderation.

^Before the table was uncovered, I efpied an inkhorn, 
which I made a iign fhould be brought ine ; having got 
it, I wrote upon a large peach fome verfes after my way, 
which teftifted my acknowledgement to the fultan; who 
having read them after my prefenting him the peach, it 
increafed his aftonifliment. When the table was unco­
vered, they brought him a particular liquor, of which 
he caufed them to give me a glafs: I drank, and wrote 
fome new verfes upon it, which explained the ftate I was 
in, after a great many fufferings. The fultan read them 
likew ife, and faid, An ape that was capable of doing 
fo much, ought to be exalted above the greateft of 
men.

The fultan caufed them to bring in a chefs-board, 
and afeed me by a fign, if  I underftood that game, and 
would play with him ? I kiffed the ground,'and laying 
mv hand upon my head, fignified that I was ready to 
receive that honour. He won the firft game, but I won 
the fecond and third ; and percei ving he was fomeyvbat 
dilplealed at it, I made a quatrain to pacify him ; in 
which I cold him, that two potent armies, had been 
fighting very eagerly all day, but that they made up a 
peace towards the evening, and palled the remaining 
part o f the night very peaceably together upon the field 
of. battle.,

So
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So many things appearing to the fultan, far beyond 
whatever any one had either feen or known of the be­
haviour or knowledge o f apes, he would not be the 
only witnefs o f th«fe prodigies himfelf, but having a 
daughter, called the lady o f beauty, to whom the head 
o f  the eunuchs, then prefent, was governor, G o, faid 
the fultan to him, and bid your lady come hither : I am 
willing (he fhould have a (hare in my pleafure.

\ The eunuch went, and immmediately brought the 
princefs, who had her face uncovered; but (he was no 
(ooner got into the room, then (he put on her veil, and 
laid to the fultan, Sir, your majefty mud needs have for­
got yourfelf; I am very much furprized that your majefty 
has Cent for me to appear among men. How, daughter l 
faid the fultan, you do not know what you fay: Here 
is nobody but the little  (lave, the eunuch your gover­
nor, and myfelf, who have the liberty to fee your face; 
and yet you lower your veil, and would make me a 
criminal in having fent for you hither. Sir, faid 
the princefs, your majefty (hall foon underftand that 
I am not in the wrong. That ape you fee before 
you, though he has the (hape of an ape, is a young 
prince, fon o f a great k in g  : he has been metamorphofed 
into an ape by inchantment. A  genie, the fon o f  the 
daughter of Elbis, has malicioufly done him this wrong, 
after having cruelly taken away the life o f the princeis 
o f the ifle o f  Ebene, daughter to the king o f  Epiti- 
marus.

The fultan, aftonifhed atthis difcourfe, turned towards 
me, and fpoke no more by figns, but in plain words, 
aiked me, i f  it was true what his daughter faid? Seeing 
I could not fpeak, I put my hand to my head to fignify 
that what the princefs fpoke was true. Upon this the 
fultan faid again to his daughter, How do you know  
that this prince has been transformed by inchantments 
into an ape ? Sir, replied the lady of beauty, your 
majefty may remember that when I was pad my infancy, 
I had an old lady waited upon me ; (he was a mod ex­
pert magician, and taught me feventy rules o f m agick, 
by virtue of which 1 can tranfport your capital city into 
the midft of the (ea in the twinkling of an eye, or be­
yond mount Caucafus. By this fcience, I know all in-
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chanted perfons at firft fight: I know who they are, and 
by whom they have been inchanted; therefore do not 
admire i f  I fhould forthwith relieve this prince, in de- 
fpite o f the inchantments, from that which hinders him 
to appear in your fight what he naturally is. Daughter, 
faid the fultan, 1 did not believe you to have undet flood 
fo much. S ir, replied the princefs, thefe things are 
curious and worth knowing; but I think I ought not 
to boaftof them. Since it is fo, faid the fultan, you 
can difpel the prince’s inchantment. Yes, fir, faid the 
princefs, I can reftore him to his firft fhape again. Do 
it then, faid the fultan, you cannot do tne a greater 
pleafure ; for I will have him to be my vizier, and he 
fhall marry you. Sir, faid the princefs, I am ready to 
obey you in a ll that you (hall be pleafed *0 command 
me.

Scheherazade, as fhe fpoke, efpied day, and broke 
off her ftory o f  the fecond Calender: And Schahriar, 
judging thefequel would be as diverting as the former 
part o f it, refolved to hear it next day.

ffbe Fiftieth Night.

Dlnarzade called the Sultanefs at the tifualhour, fay­
in g , Sifter, i f  you be not afleep, pray do us the 

favour to tell us how the lady of beauty reftored the fe­
cond Calender to his former fhape. You fhall hear it, 
fays Scheherazade : The Calender refumed his difeourfe 
.thus:

The princefs, the lady of beauty, went into her 
apartment, from whence fhe brought in a knife, which 
had fome Hebrew words engraven on the blade : She 
made us a ll, v iz , the fultan, the mailer o f  the eunuchs, 
the little Have, and myfelf, to go down into a private 
court adjoining to the palace, and there left us under a 
gallery that went round it. She placed herfelf in the 
middle of the court, where fhe made a great circle, and: 
within it (he wrote feveral words in Arabian charadters, 
fome of them ancient, and others of thofe which they 
■ call the charadters of Cleopatra.

When fhe had finifhed and prepared the circle as flie 
thought fit, fhe placed herfelf in the center o f it, where
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fhe began abjurations, and repeated verfes out o f the 
Alcoran. The air grew infenfibly dark, as i f  it had 
been night, and the whole world about to be difiblved : 
We found ourfelves ftruck with a panick, and this fear 
increafed the more when we faw the genie, the fon of 
the daughter o f Elbis, appear all o f a fudden in the 
lhape o f a lion o f a frightful fize.

As foon as the princefs perceived this monfter, You 
dog, faid Ihe, inilead o f creeping before me, dare you 
prefent yourfelf in this lhape, thinking to frighten me ? 
And thou, replied the lion, art thou not afraid to break 
the treaty which was folemnly made and confirmed be­
tween us by oath, not to wrong or do one another any 
hurt! Oh ! thou curfed creature ! replied the princefs, 
Ic^n juftly reproach thee with doing fo. T h e lion 
anfwered fiercely, Thou lhalt quickly have thy reward 
for the trouble thou haft given me to return : W ith that 
he opened his terrible throat, and ran at her to de- ■ 
vourher; but fhe, being on her guard, leaped backward, 
got time to pull out.one o f her hairs, and by pronounc­
ing three or four words, changed lierfelf into a lharp 
fword, wherewith lire cut the lion thro’ the middle in 
two pieces. ~

The two parts o f  the lion vanilhed, and the head 
only was left, which changed itfelf into a large fcor- 
pion. Im m ediately the princefs turned herfelf into a 
ferpent, and fought the' fcorpion, who - finding him- 
felf worfted, took the lhape of an eagle, and flew 
away : But the ferpent at the fame time took alfo the 
ftiape of an eagle, that was black and much ftronger, 
and purfued him, fo that we loft the fight o f them 
both.

Some time after they had diiappeared, the ground 
opened before us, and out o f it came forth a ca t-, blacic 
and white, with her hair Handing upright, and keeping 
a fearful miauling ; a black wolf followed her clofe,  ̂
and gave her no time to reft. The cat, being thus 
hardbefet, changed herfelf into a worna, and being 
nigh to a pomegranate, that had accidently fallen 
from a tree that grew on the fide of a canal, which 
was deep, but not broad, the worm pierced the pome­
granate in an inftant, and hid itfelf, but the pome­

granate



p

granate fwelled immediately, and became as big as a 
gourd, which mounting up- to the top of the § ^ efT* 
rolled there for fome fpace backward and forward, tell 
down again into the court, and broke into feveral

The wolfe, who had in the mean while transformed 
itfelf into a cock, tell a picking up the feeds of the 
pomegranate one after„another ; but finding no more, 
he came towards us with his wings Ipread, making a 
great noife, as i f  he would afk us whether there was 
any more feed. There was onelying on the brink of 
the canal, which the cock perceiving as he went back, 
ran fpeedily thither ; but juft as he was going to pick it 
up, the feed rolled into the river, and turned into a 
little fiih.

But I fee day, Sir, faid Scheherazade, which had it 
not come fo fuddenly, I am perfuaded that which I 
fhould have faid farther would have given yonr majefty 
a great deal o f fatisfaflion. Upon this (he ftopt, and 
the Sultan arofe : But his thoughts being altogether
taken up with fuch unheard-of adventures, he was ex-.
tremely impatient till he heard the Veil o f the ftory.

The Fifty-fifth Night.

D Inarzade made no fcruple to difturb the Sultanefs 
next morning, and called to her, Sifter, if you 

be not afleep, pray begin where you left off that won­
derful ftory laft night ; 1 am very defirous to know what 
followed after all thofe metamorphofes. Scheherazade 
called to mind where fhe had made a flop, and addreff- 
ing her difcourfe to the Sultan, Sir, fays (he, the fe- 
oond Calender continued his ftory after this manner.

The cock jumped into the river and was turned into 
a pike, that purfued the fmall fifti; they continued 
both under water above two hours, and we knew not 
what was become o f them, but all of a fudden we hearu- 
terrible cries, which made us to quake, and a little 
while after we faw the genie and princefs ail in flames: 
T h ey  threw flaftves of fire out of their mouths at one 
another, till they came to it hand to hand; then the 
two fires increafed, with a thick burning fmoke, which 
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mounted fo high that we had reafon to fear that it would 
let the place on lire. Bat we very foon had a more 
preffing occafion o f  fear, for the genie having got loofe 
from the princefs, came to the gallery where we flood, 
and blew flames o f  fire upon us: We had all perilhed, 
i f  the princefs, running to our affiftance, had not forced 
him, by her efforts, to retire, and defend himfelf againft 
her ; yet, notwithftanding all her diligence, lhe dould 
not hinder the fultan’s beard from being burnt, and his 
face fpoiled, the ch ie f o f the eunuchs from being Aided, 
and burnt on the fpot, nor a fpark to enter m y right 
eye, and make it blind. The fultan and I expected 
nothing but death, when we heard a cry, V idlory, 
viftory ! and all o f  a fudden the princefs appeared in  
her natural lhape, but the genie was reduced to an heap 
o f afhes.

The princefs cam e near to us, that lhe m ight not 
lofe time, called for a cup full of water, which the 
young Have, that had got no damage, brought her : She 
took it, and after pronouncing fome words over it ,  threw 
it  upon me, fayin g, I f  thou art become an ape by in- 
chantment, change thy lhape, and take that o f  a man, 
which thou hadft before, Thefe words were hardly 
uttered, till I became a man, as I was before, one eye 
only excepted. _

1 Was preparing m yfelf to give thanks to the princefs, 
but lhe prevented m e, by addrelfingherfelf to her father 
thus: Sir, I have got the viftory over the genie, as your 
majefty may fee ; but it is a viriory that coils me dear ; 
I  have but a few minutes to live, and you w ill not 
have the fatisfadiion to make the match you intended ; 
the lire has pierced me during the terrible combat, and I 
find it confumes me by degrees: This would not have 
happened, had I perceived the laft o f the pomegranate 
feeds, and fwallowed it, as I did the other when I  was 
changed into a cock : the genie had fled thither, as 
to his laft intrenchmept, and upon that the fuccefs o f 
the combat depended, which would have been fuc- 
cefsful, and without danger to me: This flip obliged  
me to have 'recourfe to fire, and to fight with thofe 
mighty ariris as I did between heaven and earth, in 
your prefeHte j for, in fpite of all his redoubtable art
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and experience, I made the genie to know that I un* 
derftood more than he ; I have conquered and reduced 
him to allies, but I cannot efcape death, which is ap- 
preaching.

Here Scheherazade broke off the (lory o f the fecond 
Calender, and faid to the Sultan, Sir, day-light ap­
pears, which forbids me to fay any more ; but i f  your 
majefty thinks fit to let me live till to-morrow, you 
fhall hear the end o f this ftory. Schahriar confented, 
and got up according to cuftom, to take care of the 
affairs o f his empire.

The Fifty-feccnd Night.

DInarzade awaking fome time before day, called 
upon the Sultanefs, and faid, M y dear filler, if  

you be not alleep, I Would pray you to finilh the ftory 
o f the fecond Calender. Scheherazade refumed her dif- 
courfe, and went on as follows:

The Calender always direfting his fpeech to Zobeide, 
told her, M adam , the fultan fuftered the princefs, the 
lady o f beauty, to go on vyith the recital o f her combat: 
And when fhe had done, he (poke to her in a tone that' 
Efficiently teftified his grief. My daughter, faid he, 
you fee in what condition your father is ; alas ! I won­
der that I am  yet alive! Your governor, the eunuch, is 
dead, and the prince whom you have delivered from liis 
inchantment has loft one of his eyes. H e could fpeak 
no more, for his tears, fighs, and fobs made him fpeech- 
lefs ; his daughter and 1 were exceeding fenfible of his 
forrow, and wept with him.

In the mean time, while they were ftriving to outdo 
one another in grief, the princefs cryed, 1 burn, Oh, I 
burn. She found that the fire which confumed her, 
had at lalt feized upon her whole body, which made 
her ftill cry, I burn, until death had made an end of 
her intolerable pains. The effedt of that fire was io 
extraordinary, that in a few moments ihe was wholly 
reduced to aibes, as was the genie.

I can’t tell you, madam, how much I was grieved 
at fo difmal a fpedtacle; 1 had rather all my life have 
continued an ape or a dog, than to have feen my bene- 
fadlreis thus iniferably perilh. The fultan being afilidled 
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beyond all that can be imagined, cried out piteoufly, 
and beat bim felf on his head and ilomach, until fuch 
.time.as being quite overcome with grief, he fainted 
away, which made me fear lyis life, in the mean time 
the eunuchs and officers came running at the fultan’s ' 
cries, and with very much ado brought him to himielf 
again. There was no.need for that prince and me to 
give them a long narrative of this adventure, in order to 
convince them o f  their great lofs. The two heaps of 
.allies, into which the princefs and the genie had been 
reduced, was demonftration enough. The fuitan was 
hardly able to ftand upright, but was forced to be fup- 
ported by them till he couldg’et to his apartment.^

When the noife o f the tragical event had fpread itfe lf 
thro’ the. palace and the city, all the people bewailed 
the misfortune o f the princefs, the lady of beauty, and 
were fenfiible o f the fultan’s affliction. Every one was 
in deep mourning for feven days, and a great many 
ceremonies were performed: The afhes o f_the genie 
were thrown into -the air, but tbofe of the princefs were 
gathered into a precious urn, to be kept, and the urn 
was fet in a flately tomb, which was built for that pur- 
pofe, on the fame place where the alhes had lain.

The grief which the Sultan conceived for the lofs o f 
his daughteh threw him into a fit of ficknefs, which con­
fined him to his chamber for a whole month. He had not 
fully recovered flrength when he feat for me ; Prince, 
faid he, hearken to the orders that I now giv-e you, it w ill 
coll you your life , i f  you do not put them into execution. 
I  allured him o f  exatt obedience ; upon which he went 
on thus : I have conftantly lived in perfefl felicity, and 
was never eroded by any accident; but by your arrival 
all the happinefs I pofTeffed is vanifhed; my daughter is 
dead, her governor is no more, and it is thro’ a mi­
racle that 1 am yet alive. You are the -caufe o f  all 
thole misfortunes, for which it is impoffible that I fhould 
be comforted ; therefore depart from hence in peace, 
but without farther delay, for I mylelf muft perifli, i f  

. .you day any longer ; I am perfuaded that your prefence 
brings mifchief along with it. This is all I  have  ̂ to 
fay to you. Depart anddake care of ever appearing 
again in my dominions; there is no confideration w hat­

soever,



i’oever, that fhal 1 hinder me from making you repent of 
it. 1 was going to fpeak, but he ilopt my mouth by 
words full o f  anger ; andfol was obliged to remove 
from his palace, rejected, banilhed, thrown off by all 
the world, and not knowing what would become of me. 
Before I left the city, 1 went into a bagnio, where I 
caufed my beard and eye-brows to be lhaved, and put 
on a Calender’s habit. 1 began my journey, not lo 
much deploring my own miferies, as the death of the 
two fair princelfes, of which I have been the occafion.
1 paffed thro’ many countries without making myfelf 
known ; at laft I refolved to come to Bagdad', in hopes 
to get m yfelf introduced to the commander of the faith­
ful, to move his compaffion, by giving him an account 
of ifty ftrange adventures. I came hither this evening, 
and the firit man I met was this Calender, our brother,- 
that fpoke before me. You know the remaining part, 
madam, and the caufe of my having the honour to be 
here.

When the fecond Calender made an end of his ftory, 
Zobeide, to whom he had addrefled his fpeech, told 
him, ’ T is very well, you may go which way you pleafe; 
I give you leave: but inftead of departing, he .alfo 
petitioned the lady to Ibew him the fame favourIhe had 
vouchfafed. to the firit Calender, and went and fat down 
by him. But, Sir, faid Scheherazade, as fne fpoke 
thefe words, ’ tis day, and I  mult go no farther ; I dare 
however allure you, that how agreeable foever this 
ftory of the fecond Calender may feem to you, that o f 
the third w ill be no lefs worthy o f your hearing, i f  
your majefty be pleafed to have patience. The Sul­
tan being defirous to know whether it would appear fo 
wonderful as the laft, got out of bed with a resolution 
to prolong Scheherazade’s life farther, tho’ the delay he 
had granted was determined feveral days before.

The Fifty-third Night*

A B O U T  the lattef end o f the following night, 
Dinarzade addrefled herfelf to the Sukaifefs, 

thus: Dear filler, 1 pray, until day appear, which will 
be very foon, be pleafed to relate feme of the line llories 
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you have road : I  would willingly, faid Schahriar, hear 
the ftory o f the third Calender. Sir, replied Schehera­
zade, yon lhall be obeyed. The third Calender, per­
ceiving it was his turn to fpeak, addreffed his fpeech, 
as the reft had done, to Zobeide, and began in this 
manner.

The Hifory o f  the Third Calender, a King’s Son, 

Moft honourable Lady,

T H A T  which I  am going to tell you very much 
differs from what you have heard already. The 

two princes that fpoke before me have each loft an eye, 
by the pure effefts o f  their deftiny, but mine I loft thro* 
my own fault, and by haftening to feek my own misfor-* 
tune, as you lhall hear by the fequel of the ftory.

M y name is A g ib , and I am the fon of a k in g , who 
was called Caffib A fter his death I took pofieffion of 
his dominions, and relided in the fame city where he 
lived before. T h e  city is fituated on the fea-coaft, has 
one of the fineft and fafeft harbours in the world, an 
arfenal large enough for fitting out 50 men o f  war to 
fea, that are always ready on occafion, and light fri­
gates, and pleafure-boats for recreation. M y kingdom 
iscompofed o f feveral fine provinces upon Terra Firma, 
beiides a number o f  fpacious iflands, every one o f  which 
lie almoft in fight o f  my capital cjty.

The firft thing I did was to vifit the provinces : I  
afterwards caufed to fit out and man my whole fleet, 
and went to my iflands to gain the hearts of my fubjects 
by my prelence, and to confirm them in their loyalty ; 
and fome time after I returned, I went thither again. 
Thefe voyages g iv in g  me fome tafte o f navigation, I 
took fo much pleafure in it, that I refolved to make 
fome difcoveries beyond my iflands; to which end I 
caufed only ten fnips to be fitted out, embarked on 
board them, and fet fail.

Our voyage was very fuccefsful for forty days to­
gether, but on the forty-firft night the wind became 
contrary, and withal fo boifterous, that we were like to 
have been loft in the ftorm: about break o f day the 
wind grew calm, and the clouds were difperfed, and
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the fun having brought back fair weather, wfe came clofe 
to an ifland, where we remained two days to take in 
freih provisions: this being done, we put off again to 
fea. A fter ten days fail, we were in hopes o f feeing 
land, for the tempefts we had gone thro’ had fo much 
abated my curiofity, that 1 gave orders to fleer back 
to my own coaft ; but 1 perceived at the fame time that 
my pilot knew not where we were. Upon the tenth 
day, a feaman being fent to look out far land from the 
main-maft head, he gave notice, that on llarboard and 
larboard he could fee nothing but the fky and the fea, 
which bounded the horizon; but juft before us upon 
the ftern, he faw a great blacknefs,

T h e  pilot changed colour at this relation,and throwing 
his turban on the deck with one hand, and beating Iris 
breaft with t'other, cried Oh, Sir, we are all loft, not 
one o f us w ill efcape ; and with all my fkill it is not in 
my power to prevent i t : Having fpoke thus, he fell a 
crying like a man who forefaw unavoidable ruin ; his 
defpair put the whole fliip’s crew in a terror. I afked 
him what reafon he had thus to defpair ? He told me, 
the tempeft, which he had out-lived, had brought us fo 
far out o f  our courfe, that to-morrow about noon we 
fhall come near to that black place, which is nothing 
elfe but the black mountain, that is a mine o f adamant, 
which at this very minute draws all your fleet towards 
it, by virtue o f your iron and nails that are in your 
Ihips; and when we come to-morrow at a certain dif- 
tance, the ftrength of the adamant will have fuch a 
force, that all the nails will be drawn out of the fidcs 
and bottoms of the (hips, and faften to the mountain, 
fo that your vefiel will fall to pieces, and fink to the 
bottom. And as the adamant has a virtue to draw all 
iron to it, whereby its attradlion becomes ftronger, this 
mountain on the fide of the fea is all covered over with 
nails, drawn out of an infinite number of veflels that 
have perilhed by i t ; and this preferves and augments 
its virtue at the fame time.

This mountain, continues the pilot, is very rugged; 
on the top o. it there is a dome of fine hrafs, fupported 
by pillars of the fame, and upon the top of that dome 
there Hands a horfe ot the lame metal, with a rider on 
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his back, who has a plate of lead fixed to his breaft, 
upon which feme talifmanical characters are engraven: 
Sir, the tradition is, that this llatue is the chief caufe 
that fo many ihips and men have been loll and funk in 
this place, and that it will ever continue to be fatal to 
all thofe that have the misfortune to corne, near to it,, 
until fuch time that it fhall be thrown down.

The pilot, having ended his difcourfe, began to weep 
afrefh, and this made all the reft p f the Ihip’s company 
to do the like. I m yfelf had no other thought, but that 
my days were there to have an end; in the mean time 
every one began to provide for his own fafety, and to 

. that end took all imaginable precautions ; and, being 
i*Sgjjincertain of the event, they all made one another their 
^ ylie irs , by virtue o f  a will, for the benefit of thofe that 
f  fliouid happen to be fav-ed.

. The next morning we perceived the black mountain 
very plain, and the idea vve had conceived ,of it made 
it appear more frightful than it was: About noon we
were come fo near, that we found what the pilot had 
foretold to be true, for we faw all the nails and iron 
about the Ihips fly towards the mountain, where they 
fixed, by the vio ’ ence of the attraction, with a horrible 
noife; the Ihips fplit afunder, and funk into the fea, 
which was fo deep about the place, that we could not 
found it. All myp>eople were drowned, but God had 
mercy on me, and permitted me tofave myfelf by means 
o f a plank, which the wind drove afliore juft at the foot 
o f the mountain ; I did not receive the leaft hurt, and 
my good fortune brought me to a landing-place, where 
theie were fteps that went up to the top of the mountain.

Scheherazade would have gone on with her ftory, but 
day appearing, Ihe was obliged to keep filence. T h e  
Sultan was convinced by this beginning, that the Sul- 
tanefs had not deceived him, and therefore we are not 
to wonder that he did not order her to die that day.

The Fifty-fourth Night.

FO R the fake o f heaven, cried Dinarzade next 
morning, i f  you be not afleep, After, go on with 

the ftory o f the third Calender. My dear lifter, fai'd. 
Scheherazade, the prince renewed his difcourfe thus:
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A t the fight of thefe fieps, faid he, for there was not 
a bit o f  ground either on the right or left, whereon a 
man could fet his foot, I gave thanks to God, and re­
commended myfelf to his holy protection, as I began 
to mount the lteps which were fo narrow, rugged, and 
hard to get up, that had the wind blown ever fo 
little , it  would have thrown me down into the fea. 
But, at laft, I got up to the top, without any accident.
I cam e into the dome, and kneeling on the ground, 
gave G od thanks for his mercies to me.

I parted the night under the dome, and in my fieep 
an old grave man appeared to me, and faid, Hearken,. 
A g ib , as foon as thou arf awake, dig up the ground 
under thy feet: thou lhalt find a , bow of bral's, ami 
three arrows of lead, that are made under certain con- 
itellations, to deliver mankind from fo many calami-f 
ties that threaten them. Shoot the three arrows at the ■ 
ftatue, and the.rider (hall fall into N e fea, but the horfe 
w ill fa ll down "by thy” fide, which thou muft bury in. 
the fam e place from whence you took the tow and 
arrows : This being done, the fea will (well and rife up 
to the foot o f the dome that Hands upon the top of the 
m ountain: When it comes up fo high, thou (halt fee 
a boat with one man and an oar in each hand : This 
man is alfo of metal, but different from that thou hail 
thrown down ; Hep on board to him, without mention­
ing the name o f God, and let him conduft thee. He | 
will in ten days time, bring thee into another fea, 
where thou finalt find an opportunity to get home to thy 
country fafe and found, provided, as i have told thee, 
thou dote not mention the name o f God during the 
w hole voyage.

This-w as the contents of the old man’s difeourfe. 
When 1 awaked I was very much comfortedby the vifion, 
and did not fail to obferve every thing that he had com­
manded me. I took the botv and arrows out of the' 
ground, fhot ’em at the horfeman, and with the third 
arrow I overthrew him, and he fell into the fea, and 
the horfe fell by my fide, which I buried in the place 
whence I took the bow and arrows ; and in the mean 
tim e, the fea fwelled and role up by degrees: When 
it cam e as high as the foot o f the dome that Hood 
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upon the top o f the mountain, I faw afar off, a boat 
rowing towards m e, and I returned God thanks that 
every thing fucceeded according to my dream.

A t laft the boat came afhore, and I faw the man was 
made of metal, according as I had dreamt. I  ftept 
aboard, and took great heed not to pronounce the name 
o f God, neither fpoke I one word at all ; I fat down, 
and the man of metal began to row off from the moun­
tain. He rowed without ceafing till the ninth day, that 
I  faw fome iflands, which put mein hopes that I Ihould 
be outofall the danger that I was afraid of. The excefs 
o f my joy made me forget what I was forbidden to do s 
G od’s name be bleft, faid 1, the Lord be praifed.

I had no fooner fpoke thefe words, but the boat funk 
with the man of m etal, and leaving me upon the furface, 
I fwam the rem aining part o f the day towards that land 
which appeared neareft to me. A  very dark night fuc­
ceeded, and not knowing whereabouts I was, I fwam 
at a venture ; my ftrength at laft began to fail, and I  
defpaired o f being able to fave m yfelf; when the wind 
began to blow hard, and a wave as big as a mountain 
threw me on a flat, where it left me, and drew back. 
I made hafte to get afhore, fearing another wave might 
w*afh me back-again. The firft thing I did was to ftrip 
and wring the water out o f  my clothes, and then laid 
them down on the dry fand, which was ftill pretty 
warm by the heat o f  the day.

Next morning the fun dried my clothes betimes ; I  
put them on, and went forward to fee whereabouts I  
was; I had not walked very far, till I found I was got 
upon a little defart ifland, tho’ very pleafant, where 
there grew feveral forts o f trees and wild fruits; but I  
perceived it was very far from the continent, which much 
diminifhed the joy I  conceived for having efcaped the 
danger of the leas. Notwithstanding, 1 recommended 
myfelf to God, and prayed him to diipofe of me accord­
ing to his good will and pleafure; at the fame tim e I  
faw a veffel coming from the main land, before the 
wind, dire&ly to the ifland. I doubted not but they 
were coming to anchor there, and being uncertain what 
fort o f people they m ight be, whether friends or foes, 
1 thought it not fafe for me to be l'een; I got up into a
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very thick tree, from whence I might fafely view them. 
The veffel came into a little creek, where ten (laves 
landed, carrying a fpade and other inftruments fit for 
digging up the ground; they went towards the middle 
of the ifland, where I faw them flop, and dig the 
ground a long while, after which 1 thought I (aw them 
lift up a trap-door. They returned again to the veffel, 
and unladed feveral forts of provifions and furniture, 
which they carried to that place where they had broken 
ground, and fo went downward, which made me fup- 
pofe it was a fubterraneous dwelling.

1 faw them once more go to the (hip, and return 
foon after with an old man, who led a very handfome 
young lad in his hand, of about fourteen or fifteen years 
of age ; they all went down at the trap door : And being 
come up again, having let down the trap door, and co­
vered it over with earth, they returned to the creek 
where the (hip lay, but I faw not tne young man in 
their com pany; this made me believe that he (laid be­
hind in that place under ground, at which I could not 
but be extremely aftoniflied.

T h e old man and the (laves went aboard again, and 
the veffel being got under fail, fleered its courte towards 
the main land. When I perceived they were at fuck 
diftance that they could not fee me, I came down from 
the tree, and went direftly to the place where I had 
feen the ground broken; I removed the earth by de­
grees, till I found a (lone that was two or three feet 
fquare. I lifted it up, and faw it covered the head o f 
the flairs, which were alfo of ftone. I went down, and 
came into a large room, where there was laid a foot- 
carpet, and a couch covered with tapsftry, and cufhioiis 
o f rich fluff, upon which the young man fat, with a fan 
in his hand. I faw all this by the light of two tapers, 
together with the fruits and flower-pots he had (landing- 
about him. The young lad was ftartled at the light of 
me. But to rid him of his fear, I (poke to him as I 
came in thus: Whoever you be, bir, do not fear any 
thing, a king, and the fon of a k in g , as 1 am, is not 
capable o f doing you any prejudice: on the contrary, 
it is probable, that your good deftiny has brought me 
hither, to deliver vou out o f this tomb, where it teems,
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they have buried you alive, for reafons unknown to me. 
But that which makes me wonder, and what I cannot 
conceive (for you muftknow, that I have been witnefs 
to all that hath paffed iince your coming into this ifland) 
is, that you differed yourfelf to be buried in this place 
without any refiftance.

Scheherazade broke off here, and the Sultan arofe, 
very impatient to know .why this young lad was thus 
abandoned in a defert ifland, as to which he promifed 
himfelf fatisfadlion next niffht.

The Fifty-fifth Nightt

DInarzade perceiving it was time to cal] upon the 
Sultanefs, faid, Sifter, i f  you be not afleep,

f
ray refume the (lory of the third Calender. Sche- 
erazade gave her no occafion to repeat her requeft, and 
went on this manner.

The young man, continued the third Calender, re­
covered him lelf at thefe words, and prayed me, with a 
fmiling countenance to fit down by him; which when 
I had done, he faid, Prince, l am to acquaint you wi th 
a matter fo odd in itfelf, that it cannot but furprize 
you.

My father is a merchant jeweller, who has acquired, - 
through his ingenuity in his calling, a great eftate ; he 
hath a great many flaves, and alfo deputies, whom he 
employs to go as fupercargoes to fea with his own ftiips, 
on purpofe to maintain the correfpondence he has at f&* 
veral courts, which he furnilhes with fuch precious 
Hones as they want.

He had been married a long while, and without iffue,. 
when he underftood by a dream that he fhould have a 
fon, tho’ his life would be but Ihort, at which he was 
very much concerned when he awaked. Some days a fter, 
my mother acquainted him that (he was with child, and 
the time which (he fuppofed to be that o f her concep­
tion agreed exaftly with the day of his dream. She was 
brought to bed of me at the end of nine months; which 
occauoned great joy in the family.

M y father, who had obferved the very moment o f 
my birth, confulted aftrologers about my nativity, who. 
told him, Your fon (hall live very happily till the age
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o f  fifteen, when he will be in danger o f lofing his life, 
and hardly be able to efcapeit. But i f  his good deftiny 
preferve him beyond that time, he will live to grow 
very old. ’ T w ill be then (faid they) when the ftatue ©f 
brafs, that hands upon the top of the mountain of 
Adamant, ihall be thrown down into the fea by prince 
A g ib , fon of king Caffib ; and, as the ftars prognolii- 
cate, your fon (hall be killed fifty days afterwards by 
that prince.

As the event of this part of the predidlion about the 
ftatue agrees exa&ly with my father’s dream, it afflitted 
him tuch, that he was llruck to the very heart with 
it. In the mean time, he took all imaginable care o f 
my education until this prefent year, which is the 
fifteenth of my age ; and he had notice given him yefter- 
day, that the ftatue of brafs had been thrown into the 
fea about ten days ago, by that fame prince I told you 
of. T h is  news has coft him fo many tears, and has 
alarmed him fo much, that he looks not like himfelf.

Upon thefe predi&ions of the aftrologers, he has 
fought by all means poffible to falfify my horofcope, 
and to preferve my life. ’T is not long fince he took 
the precaution to build me this fubterranean habita­
tion to hide me in, till the expiration of the fifty days 
after the throwing down of the ftatue ; and therefore 
fince rt was that this had happened ten days ago, he 
came haftily hither to hide me, and promifed at the end 
o f forty days to come again and fetch me out. A s 
for my own part, I am in good hopes, and cannot be­
lieve that prince Agib will come to feek for me in a 
place under ground, in, the rnidft o f a defert ifland, 
d his, m y lord, is what I have to fay to you.

W hilft the jeweller’sfon was telling me this ftory, I 
laughed in m yfelf at thofe aftrologers who had foretold 
that I fltould take away his life  ̂ for I thought myfelf 
fo far from being likely to verify what they faid, that 
he had fcarce done fpeaking, when I told him with great 
joy, Dear fir, put your confidence in the goodnefs o f  
G od, and fear nothing, you may confider it as a debt 
you was to pay; but that you are acquitted o f it from 
this very hour: I am glad, that after my fhipwrsck I 
came Co fortunately hither to defend you againft all

thofe



thofe that would attempt your death : I will not leave 
you till the forty days are expired, o f which the foolilh 
aftrologers have made you apprehenfive ; and in the 
mean while 1 will do you ail the fervice that lies in my 
power: After which. I lhall have the benefit o f getting 
to the main land in your veffel, with leave of your 
father and yourfelf; and when I am returned' into my 
kingdom, I lhall remember the obligations I owe you, 
and endeavour to demonftrate my acknowledgments in 
a fuitable manner.

This difcourfe o f  mine encouraged thejeweller’s fon, 
and made him have confidence in me. I took care not 
to tell him I was the very A gib whom he dreaded, left 
I Ihould put him into a fright, and took as much care 
not to give him any caufe to fufpeft it. We paffed the 
time in feveral difcourfes till night came on : I found 
the young lad o f ready w it, and eat with him o f his 
provifions, o f which he had enough to have lafted be­
yond the forty days, though he had more guelts than 
myfelf. A fter fupper we continued fome time in dif­
courfe ; at laft vve went to bed.

The next day, when we got up, I held the bafon and 
water to him ; I alfo provided dinner, and fet it on the 

. table indue time : A fter we had done, I invented a play 
to divert ourfelves, not only for that day, but for thofe 
that followed ; I prepared fupper after the fame manner 
as I had prepared dinner; and having fupped, we went 
to bed as formerly. W e had time enough to contradl 
friendlhip ; I found he loved me ; and for my part, I  
had fo great a refpedl for him, that I have often faid to 
myfelf, Thofe aftrologers who predifted to his father,, 
that his fon Ihould die by my hand, were impoftors ; for 
it is not pofiible that I could commit fo bale an action. 

.In Ihort, madam, w e fpent thirty-nine days in  the 
pleafanteft manner thae could be, in a place lik e  that 
under ground.

The fortieth day appeared: And in the morning, 
when the young man awaked, he fays to me with a 
tranfport o f joy that he could not reftrain, Prince, this 
is the fortieth day, and I am not dead, thanks to God 
and your good company. M y father will not fail to be 
here anon, to give you a teftunonv of his gratitude for 
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it, and £hall furnifh you with all that’s neceflary for your 
return to your kingdom : But in the mean time,faid he, 
I  beg you to get ready fome water very warm, to wafli 
my whole body in that portable bagnio, that I may clean, 
myfelf, and change my clothes, to receivS .my father 
more chearfully.

I fet the water on the fire, and when it was hot, put 
it into the moveable bagnio : The youth went ip, and I 
myfelfwafhed and rubbed him. At laft he came out, and 
laid himfelfdown in his bed that I had prepared, and co­
vered him with his bed-clothes. A fter he had flept a 
while, he awaked, and faid, Dear prince, pray dome the 
favour to fetch me a melon and fome fugar, that I may 
eat fome, and refrefh me.

Out o f feveral melons that remained, I took the belt, 
and laid  it  on a plate ; and becaufe 1 could not find a 
knife to cut it with, I afked the young man, i f  he knew 
where there was one ? There is one, faid he, upon this 
cornice over my head : I accordingly faw it there, and 
made fo much hake to reach it, p a t  while I had it in 
my hand, my foot being entangled in the covering, I  
fell mod unhappily upon the young man, and the knife 
ran into his heart in a minute, j

A t this fpedtacle I cried out mod htdeouflv ; I beat 
my head, my face, and break; 1 tore my clothes ; I 
threw m yfelf on the ground with unfpeakable forrow and 

.grief! A las, I cried, there were only fome hours want­
ing, to have put him out o f that danger from which he 
fought fanduary here; and when I myfelf thought the 
danger pak , then I became his murderer, and verified 
the prediction. But, O Lord ! faid I ,  lifting up my face 
and my hands to heaven, 1 beg thy pardon, and i f  1 be 
guilty o f  his death, let me not live any longer.

Scheherazade perceiving day, was obliged to break 
off this doleful ftory. The Sultan o f  the Indies was 
moved with it, and found himfelf very uneafy to think 
what would become ofthe Calender after this, and re« 
folved that Scheherazade Ihould not die that day, becaufe 
Hie was the only perl'on that could refolve him.

The



1be Fifty-Jixtb Night.

DInarzade awaked the Sultanefs- next morning as 
ufual. Jf you be not aileep-,. fitter, faid (lie, 

pray tell us what patted after the death of the young 
man. She went on as follows :

Madam, continued the third Calender, addreffing 
himfelf to Zobeide, after this misfortune I would have 
embraced death without any reluftance, had it prefent- 
ed itfelf to me. But what we vvifh to ourfelves, whether 
good or bad, will not always happen: Neverthelefs, 
conitdering with m-yfelf, that all my tears and forrows 
would not bring the young man to life again, and the 
forty days being expired, i might be furprized by his 

, father, I quitted the fubterranean dwelling, laid down 
the great done upon the entry of it, and covered it 
with earth.

I had fcarce done, when catting my eyes upon the fea 
towards the main land, I perceived the vettel coming to 
fetch home the young man. 1 began then to cenfider 
what I had beft do: I faid to myfelf, i f  1 am feen by 
the old man, he w ill certainly lay hold of me, and per- 
hap.s caufe roe to be maffacred by his flaves, when he 
has feen his fon killed  : all that I can alledge to juftify 
myfelf, will not be able to perfuade him of my inno>- 
cence. It is better for me then to withdraw, fince it 
is in my power, than to expofe myfelf to his refent- 
ment.

There happened to be near that fubterranean habita­
tion, a large tree with thick leaves, which I thought fit 
to hide me in. I got up to it, and was no fooner fixed 
in a place where I could not be feen, but I faw the 
vettel come to the fame place where ihe lay the firft 
time.

This old man and his flaves landed immediately, and 
advanced towards the fubterranean dwelling-, with a 
coumenance that fhewedfome hope ; but when they faw 
the earth had been newly removed, they changed co­
lour, particularly the old man. T hey lifted up the 
Hone, and went dow n; they called the young man by 
his name, but he not anfwering, their fears increafed ; 
$hey went down to feck him ; and at length found him

lying



lying upon the bed with the knife in hxs heart, for 1 iiad 
not power to take it out. A t this fight, they cried ou,t , 
lamentably,, which increafed ray borrow : the oH man 
fell down in a fwoon. The flavcs to give him air, 
brought him up in their arms, and laid him at the foot 
o f the tree where I was; but notwithftanding all the 
pains they took to recover him, the unfortunate father 
continued a long while in that condition, and made 
them oftener than once defpair o f his life ; but at latt 
he came to himfelf. Then the Haves brought up his 
fon’s corpfe, dreffed in his bell apparel,'and when they 
had made a grave, they put him into it. The old man, 
fupported by two flaves, and his face all covered with 
tears, threw the firft earth upon him, after which the 
fiaves filled up the grave.

T his being done, all the furniture was brought up 
from under ground, and, with the remaining prcvificns, 
put on board the veffel. The old man, overcome with 
forrow, ’ and not being able to Hand, was laid upon a 
fort o f Jitter, and carried to the fhip, which put forth, to 
fea, and in a fhort time failed quite out of fight. T he 
day-light, which began to enter the Sultan’s.apartment, 
obliged Scheherazade to flop here; Schahriar arofe at 
the ufual hour, and for the fame reaion as before, he 
prolonged the Sultanefs’s life, and left her with Dinar- 
zade.

The Fifty-/event h Night.

T H E next morning before day, Dinarzade addrefTed 
herfelf to the Sultanefs in thefe words.; My dear 

filler, ifyou  be not alleep, be pleafed to continue the 
adventures of the third Calender. You mult know then, 
filter, faid Scheherazade, that the prince went on with 
the relation of hisltory to Zobeide and the company, as 
follows :

A fter the old man and his fiaves were gone with the 
veffel, I was left alone upon the ifland. I lay that night 
in the futjterranean dwelling, which they had Ihut up, 
and when the day came, 1 walked round the ifle, and 
flopped in fuch places as I thought molt proper to re- 
pofe in when l had need,

1 led



l  led this wearifome life for a month together; after 
which I perceived the fea to be mightily fallen, the 
Hland to be much larger, and the main land feemed to 
be drawing near me. In effedt, the water grew fo low, 
that there was but a fmall dream between me and the 
Terra Firma. I  eroded it, and the water did norcome 
above tne middle of my leg. I marched fo long upon 
the dime and fands, that 1 was very weary ; at laft 1 
got upon firm ground, and when at a good diftance 
from the fea, 1 law a good way before me fomewhat 
like a great fire, which gave me lome comfort, for I 
faia to myfelfj I  Ihall find fomebody or other, it not 
being poffible that this fire fliould kindle o f it fe lf ;  but 
when I came nearer hand, I  found my error, and faw 
that what I had taken to be a fire was a caftle o f red cop­
per, which the beams of the fun made look at a dif­
tance as i f  it had been in flames.

I flopped near the caftle,and fat down to admire its ad­
mirable ftrudure, and to reft a while : I had not taken 
inch a full view o f  this magnificent building as it de­
fended ; when I faw ten handfome young men coming 
along, as i f  they had been taking a walk ; but that 
which moft furprized me was, that they were all blind, 
of the right eye ; they accompanied an old man who 
was very tall, and o f  a venerable afpetf.

I could not but wonder at the fight o f fo many half-% 
blind men all together, and every one o f the fame eye : 
As 1 was thinking in my mind, by what adventure all 
thefe men could come together, they came up to me, 
and feemed to be m ighty glad to fee me : After the firfl: 
compliments were parted, they enquired what had 
brought me thither ? I told them, my flory would be 
fomewhat tedious, but i f  they would take the trouble 
to fit down, I would fatisfy their requeft. T hey did fo, 
and I related to them all that had happened unto me 
flnee  ̂I left my kingdom , which filled them with 
aftonilhment.

After I had ended my difeourfe the young gentle­
men prayed me to go with them into the caftle; I 
accepted the proffer, and we parted thro’ a great many 
halls, anti-chambers, bed-chambers, and clolets, very 
well furnilhed, and arrived at laft into a ipacious hall,

where



where there were ten fmall blue fofas fet round, and 
feparate from one another, upon which they fat by day, 
and dept by night. In the middle o f  this round, there 
flood an eleventh fofa, not fo high as the reft but of 
the fame colour, upon which the old man, above-men­
tioned fat down, and the young gentlemen made ufe o f 
the other ten, whereas each fofa could only contain 
one man; one of the young men fays to me, Comrade, 
fit down upon that carpet in the middle of the room, 
and do not enquire into any thing that concerns us, nor 
the realbn why we are all blind o f the right eye, be 
content with what you fee, and let not your curiolity 
go any farther.

The old man having fat a little while, rofe up, and 
went o u t; but he returned in a minute or two, brought 
in fupper to thofe ten gentlemen, diftributed to each 
man his proportion by himfelf, and likewife brought 
me mine, which I eat by myfelf, as the reft did; and 
when fupper was almoft done, he prefented to each o f 
us a cup o f  wine.

They thought my ftory fo extraordinary, that they 
made me repeat it after fupper, and this gave occafion. 
to difcourfes that lafted a good part o f the night. One 
o f  the gentlemen obferving that it was late, faid to the 
old man, You fee it is time to go to bed, and you don’t 
bring us that with which we may acquit ourfelves o f  
our duty : A t thefe words the old man arofe, and went 
into a clofet, from whence he brought out upon his 
head ten bafons one after another, all covered with blue 
fluff; he fet one before every gentleman, together with, 
a light.

T h ey  uncovered their bafons, in which there were 
allies, coal-duft, and lamp black ; they mixed all to­
gether, and rubbed and bedaubed their faces with it in 
fuch a manner that they looked very frightful. After 
having thus blacked themfelves they fell a weeping, and 
lamenting, beating their heads and breafts, and cried 
continually, This is the fruit o f our idlenefs and de­
bauches.

T h ey continued thus almoft the whole night, and 
when they left oif, the old man brought them water, 
with which they wafhed their faces and hands, they

changed
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changed all their. clothe3, which were fpailed, and put 
on others ; lo that they did not look in the leaii as if 
tney had been doing fo ftrange an a£fioi.

} 'foa may judge, madam, how uneafy I was. all the 
while: 1 had a mind a thoufand times to break the 
fnence which thofe young gentlemen.had impofed upon 
me, and alK. quedions ; nor was it polTtble for me to 
ileep that night.
, A fter we got up next day we went out to walk, and 

tnen I told them, Gentlemen, I declare to you, that 
1 mail renounce tnat law  which you prefcribea to me 
lail night, for 1 cannot obferve i t : You are men of 
fenfe, and ail of you have wit in abundance, you have ' 
convinced me o f  it, yet I have feen you do fuch actions 
as none but madmen could be capable of. W hatever 
misfortune 5efals me, I cannot forbear afking, W hy 
you bedaubed your faces with black ? How it comes 
that each o f you have but one eye ? feme fingular thing 
muft certainly be the caufeofit, therefore I conjure you 
to fatisfy my curiolity. To thefie preffing inftances they- 
anfwcred nothing, but that it was none of my' bufinefs 
to. alk fuch queftions, and that I Ihould do well to hold 
my peace. ̂

. We palled that day in difeourfes upon indifferent fub.« 
jetls, and when night was come and every man had 
fupped, the old man brought in the blue bafons, and 
the young gentlemen bedaubed their faces, wept and 
beat themlelves, crying, This is the fruit o f our idle.- 
nefs and debauches, as be ore, and continued the fame 
aftions the following night At laft, not being able to 
refill my curisfity, 1 earneilly prayed them to fatisfy m e, 
or to Ihew me how to return to my own kingdom r for 
it was impoffiole form e to keep them company any 
longer, and to fee every night fuch an odd fpeclacle., 
without being permitted to know the reafon..

One of the gentlemen aniweredin. behalf o f the reff,
Do not wonder at our conduft in regard to yourfelf, 
and that hitherto we have not granted your requeft: it 
is out of mere kindnefs, to prevent your forrow o f be­
ing reduced to the fame condition with us. I f  you have 
a mind to try our unfortunate deftiny, you need bur 
fpeak, and we w ill give, you the fatisfadion you defire.

I  told



7  told them I was refolved on’t, let come what will. 
Cnee more, faid the fame gentleman, we advife you to 
reftrain your curiolity; it will coll: you the lofs o f your 
right eye. No matter, faid I, I declare to you, that 
i f  fuch a misfortune befal me I will net impute it to 
you, but to myfelf.

He farther reprefented to me, that when 1 had loft an 
■ eye, I mull not hope to ftay with them, i f  I were fo 
minded, becaufe their number was complete, and no 
addition could be made to it. I told them, that it would 
be a great fatifadtion to me never to part from fuch 
honeft gentlemen, but if  there were neceluty for it, I 
was ready to fubmit ; and let it coll me what it would 
I begged .them to grant my requeft.

The ten gentlemen perceiving that I was fo pofitive in 
my refalution, took a theep, and killed it, and after 
they had taken off the Ikin, prefented me with a knife, 
telling .me it would be ufcful to me on a certain occa- 
fton, -which they Ihould tell me,of prefently,. We mull: 
few you into this £kin, faid they, and then leave you ; 
upon which a .fowl of a monltrous fize, called a roc, 
will appear in the air, and taking you to be a' Iheep, 
will come down upon you, and carry, you up to the 
very fky ; but let not that frighten you, he will come 
down with you again, and lay you on the top of a 
mountain. When you find yourfelf upon the ground, 
cut the &.in with the knife, and throw it off. As foon 
as the roc fees you, he will By away for fear, and leave 
you at liberty: Do not ftay., but walk on till you come 
to a prodigious large caftle, all covered with plates o f 
gold, large emeralds, and other precious ftones: Go up 
to the gate, whidr always ftands open, and walk in : 
We have been in the caftle as long as we have been 
here ; we will tell you nothing of what we faw, or what 
befel us there, you will learn it of yourfelf; all that we 
can inform you is, that it hath coft each of us oar right 
eye, and the penance which you have been witnefs to, 
is what we are obliged to do, becaufe we have been 
there. The hiftory of each of us in particular is fo full 
o f extraordinary adventures, that a large volume would 
not contain them. But we mult expiain ourfelves no 
far ther.

3 Here



Here Scheherazade broke off the difcourfe, and fays to 
the Sultan o f the Indies, Sir, my lifter called upon me 
this morning fooner than ordinary, I  fear I have wearied 
your majefty’s patience. But now day appears in very 
good fealbn, and commands my lilence. Schahriar’s 
curiofity prevailed ftill upon him to difpenfe with hi* 
cruel oath.

The Fifty-eighth Night.

DInarzade did not call fo early this night as Ihe did 
the laft, yet Ihe called upon the Sultanefs before 

day: I f  you be not afleep, filter, pray continue the 
Itory o f the third Calender. Scheherazade refumed 
it thus, perfonating the Calender in his difcoufe to 
Zobeide.

Madam, when the gentleman had ended this dif­
courfe, I wrapt m yfelf in the lheep’s lkin, held fall the 
knife which was given me ; and after thofe young gen­
tlemen had been at the trouble to few the lkin about 
me, they retired into the hall, and left me on the place. 
The roc they had fpoke o f was not long a coming, he 
fell down upon m e, took me up between his talons, 
like a lheep, and carried me up to the top o f the 
mountain.

When I found m yfelf upon the ground, I made ufe 
o f the knife, cut the lkin, and throwing it off", the roc 
at the light o f me flew away. This roc is a white bird, 
o f  a monftrous lize , his ftrength is fuch, that he can 
lift up elephants from the plains, and carry them to the 
tops of mountains, where he feeds upon them.

Being impatient till I  reached the caftle I loft no 
time, but made fo much hafte, that I got thither in 
half a day’ s journey, and I mull fay that I  found it 
furpaffed the defcription they had given me o f it.

The gate being opened I enteredinto a court that was 
fquare, and fo large that there was round it ninety-nine 
gates of wood of fanders and aloes, with one o f  gold, 
without counting thofe of feveral magnificent ftair-cafes, 
that led up to apartments above, befides many m orel 
could not lee. T h e hundred doors I fpoke o f opened 
into gardens or ftore-houfes full of riches, or into places 
which contained things wonderful to be feen.

Ifaw



I  faw a  door ftanding open juft before me, thro’ which 
I  entered into a large hall, where I found forty young 
ladies o f  fuch perfeft beauty, that imagination could 
not go beyond i t ; they were all moll fumptuoully ap­
parelled ; and as foon as they faw me, rofe up, and 
without expecting my compliments, faid to me, with 
demonftrations of joy, Noble Sir, you are very welcome. 
And one fpoke to me in the name o f the reft, thus: We 
have been in expectation a long while o f fuch a gentle­
man as yoa : your mein allures us that you are matter 
o f all the good qualities we can wilh fo r; and we hope 
you will not find our company difagreeable or unworthy 
o f your’s.

T hey force-i me, notwithftanding all the oppolition 
I could niaKe, to lit down on a feat that was higher than 
their’ s, -and tho’ I lignified that I was uneafy ; That’s 
your place, faid they, you are at prefent our lord, 
mailer, and judge, and we are your Haves, ready to 
obey your commands.

N othing in the world, madam, did fo much allonilh 
me as the paffion and eagernefs of thofe fair ladies, to 
do me all poffible fervice. One brought hot water to 
walh my feet, afecond poured fweet fcented water on 
my hands, others brought me all forts of neceffaries, 
and change of apparel; and others brought in a mag­
nificent collation; and the reft came with glaffes in 
their hands, to fill me delicious wines, and all in good 
order, and in the moll charming manner that could be. 
1 eat and drank ; after which the ladies placed them- 
felves about me, and delired an account of my travels. 
I gave them a full relation o f my adventures, which 
lalled till night came on.

Scheherazade making a flop here, her lifter alked her 
the realbn ; Do you not fee ’ tis day, fays the Sultanefs, 
wherefore did you not call me fooner l

T he Sultan expedling fome pleafant adventures from 
the arrival of the third Calender at the palace of the 
forty ladies, would not deprive him felf of the pleafure 
to hear them, and therefore again put off the death o f 
the Sultanefs,



The Fifty-ninth Night.

DTnarzade flept as long this night as Che did the 
laft, and when it was almoft day Che called to the 

Sultaned., Dear filler, if  you be not aileep, pray tell us 
what paffed in the fine caftle where you left us yefterday.
I will, laid Scheherazade, and addreffing her Speech 
to the Sultan, faid, Sir, the Calender reCumed his nar­
rative after this manner.

When I had made an end of my ftory, which I related 
to the forty ladies, fome of them that fat neareft me, 
ilaid to keep me company, whiift the reft, feeing it was 
dark, rofe up to fetch tapers: They brought â  prodi­
gious quantity, which made fuch a marvellous light as 
if  it bad been day, and .they were fo proportionably 
difpofed, that nothing could be more beautiful.

Other ladies covered a table with dry fruits, fweet-
meats, and every thing proper to make the liquor relifh :
And a fidc-board was let with feveral forts o f wine and 
other liquors. Some of theladies came in with mufical 
juftruments, and when every thing was prepared, they 
invited me to fit down to fupper. The ladies fat down 
with me., and we continued a long while at fupper. 
They that were to play upon the inilruments and ling, 
rofe up, and made a molt charming concert- The 
others began a fort of ball, and danced two and two, 
one after another, with a wonderful good grace.

'  It was pall midnight ere thofe divertilements ended: 
A t length one o f  the ladies fays to me, You are doubt- 
lefs wearied by the jo.urney you have made to-day ; it is 
time for you to go to reft ; your lodging is prepared: 
Eut before you depart, make choice of any of us you 
like heft., to be y.our bed-fellow. I anfwered, 1  hat I 
knew better things than to offer to make my own choice, 
fince they were all equally beautiful, witty, and worthy 
of my refpedls and fervice, and that I would not be 
guilty of fo much incivility, as to prefer one before 
another.

The fame lady that fpoke to me before, anfwered, 
W c are very well fatisfiedof year civility, and find you 
are afraid to create a jealoufy among us, which occa­
sions your ntodefty.; but let not this hinder you. e

afturc



afiure you, that the good fortune o f her whom you 
chufe lhall caufe no jealoufy ; for we are agreed among 
ourfelves, that every one of us fhall have the fame ho­
nour till it go round ; and when forty days are pad, 
to begin again ; therefore make your free choice, and 
lofe no time to go and take the repofe you Hand in need 
of. I was obliged to yield to their inftances, and offered 
my hand to the lady that fpoke ; fhe, in return, gave 
me her’ s, and we were conduced to a fumptuous apart­
ment, where they left us; and then every one retired to 
their own apartment.— But day appears, Sir, faid Sche­
herazade to the Sultan, and your majefty, I hope, will 
permit me to leave the Calender prince with his lady. 
Schahriar returned no anfwer, but faid to himfelf as he 
got up, I muft allow that the ftory is extraordinary fine, 
and that I fhould be very much in the wrong not to hear 
it out.

The Sixtieth Night.

D Inarzade did not fail about the latter end of the 
next night to addrefs the Sultanefs thus; I f  you 

be not afleep, filler, pray relate to us the following part 
o f the wonderful ftory of the third Calender: Very 
w illin gly, faid Scheherazade. The prince continued 
it thus : I was fcarce drelfed next morning, when the 
other thirty-nine ladies came into my chamber, all in 
other dre/Tes than they had the day before : They bid 
me good-morrow, and enquired after my health ; after 
which they carried me to a bagnio, where they walhed 
me themfelves, and whether I would or no, ferved me 
in every thing I Hood in need of; and when I came out 
of the bath, they made me put on another fuit much 
richer than the former.

We part the whole day almoft conftantly at table ; 
and when it was bed-time, they prayed me again to 
make choice of one o f them to keep me company. In 
fhort, madam, not to weary you with repetitions, I 
muft tell you, that I continued a whole year among 
thofe forty ladies, and received them into my bed one 
after another: and during all the time of this voluptu­
ous life, we met not with the leaft kind of trouble. 
When the year was expired, 1 was ftrangely furprized 
V o l . I. i  that



that thefc forty ladies, inftead o f appearing with their 
ufual chearfulnefs, to alk how 1 did, entered one morn­
ing into my chamber all in tears : They embraced me 
with great tenderneis one after another, faying, Adieu, 
dear prince, adieu! for we muft leave you. Their tear* 
affedtedme ; I prayed them to tell me the reafon of their 
grief, and o f the feparation they fpcke of. For God’s 
fake, fair ladies, let me know, faid I, it it be in my 
power to comfort you, or i f  my affiftance can be any 
way ufeful to you. Inftead of returning a direft an- 
fwer, Would to God, faid they, we had never feen or 
known you. Several gentlemen have honoured us with 
their company before you ; but never one o f  them had 
that comelinefs, that fweetnefs, that pleafantnefs o f hu­
mour and merit which you have ; we know not how to 
live without you. After they fpoke thefe words, they 
began to weep bitterly. My dear ladies, faid 1, be 
to kind as not to keep me in fufpenfe any longer : 
Tell me the caufe o f your forrow. Alas ! faid they, 
what other thing could be capable o f grieving us, but 
the neceflity o f parting from you ? It may fo happen, 
that we lhall never fee you again ; but i f  you be fo 
minded, and have command enough over yourfelf, it is 
not impoffible for us to meet again. Ladies, faid I ,
I  underftand not your meaning, pray explain yourfelves 
more clearly.

Oh then, faid one o f  them, to fatisfy you, we mull 
, acquaint you that we are all princeftes, daughters o f  

kings, we live here together in fuch manner as you 
have feen, but at the end of every year, we are obliged 
to be abfent forty days upon indifpenfible duties, 
which we are not permitted to reveal; and afterwards 
we return again to this caftle. Yefterday was the laft 
o f the year, and we mull leave you this day, which is  ̂
the caufe of our grief. Before we depart, we will leave 
you the keys o f  every thing, efpecially thofe belonging 
to the hundred doors, where you will find enough to 
fatisfy your curiofity, and to fweeten your folitude dur­
ing our abfence: But for your own welfare, and our 
particular concern in you, we recommend unto you to' 
forbear opening the golden door, for i f  you do, we 
fiiall never fee you again ; and the fear o f this augments 
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our grief. W e hope, neverthelefs, that you will follow 
the advice we give you, as you tender your own quiet, 
and the happinefs of your life; therefore take heed that 
you do not give way to indifcreet curiofity, for you will 
do yourfelf a confiderable prejudice. We conjure you 
therefore, not to commit this fault, but to let us have the 
comfort o f finding you here again after forty days. We 
would w illingly carry the key of the golden door along 
with us ; but that would be an affront to a prince like
you, to queflion- your difcretion and modeily.--------
Scheherazade had a mind to go on ; but Ihe faw day 
appear, and Hopped. The Sultan being curious to 
know what the third Calender would do when the 
forty ladies were gone, and had left him alone in the 
caltle, referred the hearing of it till next day.

The Sixty-JirJl Night.

TH E  officious Dinarzade being awake long before 
day, called to the Sultanefs, i f  you be not afleep, 

filler, corifider that it is time to tell the remaining part 
o f the ilory to our lord the Sultan. Scheherazade ad- - 
dreffing herfelf to the Sultan, faid, Sir, your majefty 
may be pleafed to know, that the Calender purfued his 
ftory thus :

M adam , fays he, this difcourfe o f  the fair princeffes 
made me extremely forrowfuk I omitted not to make 
them fenfible how much their abfence would affiift me :
I thanked them for their good advice, and affined them 
that I would follow it, and willingly do what was much 
more difficult, ,in order to be fo happy as to pafs the 
veil o f my days with ladies of fuch rare qualifications. 
W e took leave of one another with a great deal of ten- 
dernefs, and having embraced them all, at laft they de- 

m parted, and I was left alone in the caftle.
Their agreeable company, the good cheer, the concert 

ofm ufick, and other pleasures, had fo much diverted 
me during the whole year, that 1 neither had time, nor 
the leaif defire to fee the wonderful things contained in 
this inchanted palace. N ay, I did not fo much as take 
notice o f a thoufand rare objefts that were every day in ' 
my fig h t; for I was fo taken with the charming beauty 
of thofe ladies, and took fo much pleafure in feeing them 
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wholly employed to oblige me, that their departure 
afflifted me very fenfibly ; and though their abfence was 
to be only forty days, it feemed to me an age to live 
without them.

I-promifed m yfelf not to forget the important advice 
they had given me, not to open the golden door ; but as 
I was permitted to fatisfy my curiofity in every thing 
elfe, I took the firft o f the keys of the other doors, 
which were hung in good order.

I opened the firll door, and came into an orchard, 
which I believe the univerfe could not equal: I could 
not imagine any thing that could furpafs it , but that 
which our religion promifes us after death ; the fym - 
metry, the neatnefs, the admirable order o f  the trees, 
the abundance and divtrfity of a thoufand forts o f  un­
known fruits, their frelhnefs and beauty, ravilhed m y 
fight.

I ought not to forget, madam, to acquaint you, that 
this delicious orchard was watered after a very particular 
manner; there were ‘channels fo artificially and propor­
tionally digged, that they carried water in abundance 
to the roots o f fuch trees as wanted it, for making them 
produce their leaves and flowers. Others carried it to 
thofe that had their fruit budded : Some carried it in  
lefler quantities to thofe whole fruits were growing b ig , 
and others carried only fo much as was juft requifite to 
water thofe which had their fruit come to perfection, 
and only wanted to be ripened. They exceeded the 
ordinary fruits o f  our gardens very much in bignefs ; and 
laltly, thofe channels that watered the trees whofe fru it 
was ripe, had no more moifture than juft what would 
preferve them from withering.

I could never be weary to look at and admire fo 
fweet a place ; and 1 fhould never have left it ,  had I  
not conceived a great idea of the other things w hich I  
had not feen. 1 went out at laft with my mind filled 
with thofe wonders : I  ihut that door, and opened the 
next.

Inftead of an orchard, I found a flower-garden, which 
was no lefs extraordinary in its kind : It contained a 
fpacious plot, not watered fo- profufely as the former, 
but with greater nicenefs, furnilhing no more w ater

than



than juft what each flower required. The rofes, jelfa- 
mins, violets,^ diils, hyacinths, wind-flowers, tulips, 
crows-foots, pinks, lilies, and an infinite number of 
other flowers, which don’ t grow in other places but at 
cerca.in tim es, were there flourilhing all at once, and 
nothing could be more delicious than the fragrant fmell 
o f this garden.

I opened the third door, where I found a large volary, 
paved w ith  marble of feveral fine colours, that were not 
common.  ̂ The cage was made o f fanders and wood 
of aloes ; it  contained a vaft number o f nightingales, 
gold-finches, canary-birds, larks, and other rarefinging- 
birds, which I never heard of; and the veffels that held 
their feed and water were of the moft precious jafper or 
agate.

Befldes, this volary wasfo exceeding neat, that confi­
n i n g  its extent, one would'think there could be no 
lefs than a hundred perfons to keep it fo clean as it was; 
but all this while not one foul appeared, either here or 
in the gardens where I had been ; and yet I could not 
perceive a weed, or any fuperfluous thing there. The 
iun went down, and 1 retired, being perfe&ly charmed 
with the chirping notes of the multitude of birds, who 
then began to perch upon fuch places as were convenient 
for them to repofe on during the night. I went to my 
cham ber, refolving to open all the reft o f the doors the 
days follow ing, excepting that of gold.

I failed not to open the fourth door next day, and i f  
what 1 had feen before was capable o f furprizing me, 
that which I faw then put me into a perfedt extacy. 1 
went into a large court furtounded with buildings of an 
admirable ftrudlure, the defcription gf which I will 
pafs by, to avoid prolixity.

T his building had forty doors, wide open, and thro’ 
each of them there was an entrance into a treafury, fe­
veral o f which were of greater value than the largeft 
kingdoms. The firft contained heaps of pearls ; and, 
what is almoftincredible, the number of thofe’ Hones 
which are moll precious, and as large as pigeons’ eo'O's, 
exceeded the number of thole o f the ordinary fize. I n  
the iecond treafury, there were diamonds, carbuncles, 
and rubies. In the third there were emeralds. In the 
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fourth there were ingots of gold. In the fifth money*
In the fixth ingots of filver. In the two following 
there was aifo nfoney, The reft contained amethyfls, 
chryfolites, topazes, opals, turquoifes, and hyacinths,' 
with all the other ftones unknown to us, without men­
tioning agate, iafper, cornelian, and coral, o f which 
there was a ftore-houfe filled, not only with branches, but 
whole trees.

Being filled with amazement and admiration, I cried 
out to myfelf, after having feen all thefe riches, N ow , 
i f  all the treafures of the kings of the univerfe were g a ­
thered together in one plaee, they could not come near 
this : What good fortune have 1 to pofiefs all this wealth 
with fo many admirable princefles 1

I lhall not Hay, madam, to tell you the particulars of 
all the other rare and precious things Ifaw the days fol­
lowing : I lhall only tell you, that thirty-nine days af­
forded me but juft as much time as was neceffary to open 
ninety-nine doors, and to admire all that prefented itfe lf 
to my view, fo that there was only the hundredth door 
left, the opening of which I was forbid.

Day began to appear in the apartments o f  the Sultan 
of the Indies, which impoled filence upon Scheherazade: 
But Schahriar was too much taken with this pleafant * 
ftory, not to hear the remainder of it next day, and 
accordingly he got up with that refolution.

*I"he Stxty-fecond Night.

DInarzade, who had as ardent a defire as Schahriar 
to hear w hat wonderful things were locked up b y  

the key belonging to the golden door, called the Sul- 
tanefs very early. I f  you be not afleep, filler, pray make 
an end o f that amazing llory of the third Calender. H e 
went on thus, fays Scheherazade : I was come to the 
fortieth day after the departure of thofe charming prin- 
ceftes, and had I  but retained fo much power o f m yfelf 
as I ought to have had, I fnouldhave been this day the 
happiell of all mankind, whereas now I am the moll un­
fortunate. They were to return next day, and the plea- 
fureof feeing them again ought to have rellrained my 
curiolity : But thro’ my weaknefs, which I lhall ever re­
pent, I yielded to the temptations of the evil fpirit, who
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gave me no reft till I had thrown myfelf into thole 
misfortunes that I have fince undergone.

f  opened that fatal door, which l promifed not t» 
meddle w ith, and had not moved my foot to go in, 
when a fmell that was pleafant enough, but contrary to 
my confutation, made me faint away : Nevertheless I 
came to m yfelf again, and inftead of taking notice o f 
this warning to fhut the door, and forbear fatisfying 
my curiolity, I went in, after I had flood fome time in 
the air, to carry off the fcent, which did not incommode 
me any more : I found a large place, very well vaulted, 
the pavement was ftrevved over with faffron; feveral 
candleitieks o f maffy gold, with lighted tapers that 
fmelled oi' aloes and ambergris, lighted the place ; and 
this ligh t was augmented by lamps of gold and fiiver, 
that burnt with oii made of feveral forts of fweet-fcented 
m aterials.

A m on g a great many objefts that engaged my atten­
tion, I perceived a black horfe, o f the handfomeft and 
beft lhape that ever was feen. 1 went nearer, the better 
to obferve him, and found he had a faddle and bridle o f  
maffy go ld , curioufly wrought. The one fide of his 
trough was filled with clean barley and feffems, and the 

. other w ith rofe-water: I took him by the bridle, and led 
him forth to view him by the lig h t; I got on his back, and 
would have had him move ; but he not ltirring, I whip­
ped him  with a fwitch I had taken up in his°magnifi­
cent liable 5 and he had no fooner felt the ftroke, than 
he began to neigh with a horrible noife, and extending 
his w ings, which I had not feen before, he flew up with 
me into the air, quite out of fight. I thought on nothing 
then, but to fit tail; and confidering the fear that had 
feized upon me, I fat very well. He afterwards flew 
down again towards the earth, and lighting upon the ter- 
rafs of a callle, without giving me any time to get off, 
he faook me out of the laddie with fuch force, that he 
made me fall behind him, and with the end of his tail 
ftruck out mine eye.

1 hus I became blind of one eye, and then I began to 
remember the prediftions of the ten young gentlemen. 
The horfe flew:again out of fight. I got up very much 
troubled at the misfortune I had brought upon myfelf;
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I walked upon the terrafs, covering my eye with one of 
my hands, for it painedme exceedingly, and then came 
down, and entered into a hall, which I knew prefently 
by the ten fofas in a circle, and the eleventh in the 
middle, lower than the reft, to be the fame caftle from 
whence I was taken away by the roc.

The ten half- blind ̂ gentlemen were not in the hall 
when I came in , bntcame foon after with the old man ; 
they were not at all furprized to fee me again, nor at the 
lois of my eye ; but faid, We are forry that we cannot 
congratulate you upon your return, as we could have de- 
fired ; but we are not the caufe o f your misfortune. T 
fhould be in the wrong to accufe you, faid 1, for I have 
drawn it upon m yfelf, and I can charge the fault upon no 
other perfon. I f  it be a confolation to the unfortunate, 
faid they, to have fellows, this example may afford us 
a fubjeft o f rejoicing; all that has happened to you, we 
have alfo undergone vve tafted all forts o f  pleafure, 
during a year fucceflively ; and we had continued to 
enjoy the fame happinefs ftill, had we not opened 
the golden door, when the princefTes were abfen t: You 
huvebrenno wifer than we, and have had likevvife 
the fame punifliment ; we would gladly receive you 
among us, to do fuch penance as we do, though we 
know not how long it may continue. But we have 
already declared the reafons that hinder us, therefore 
depart from hence; and go to the court o f  Bagdad, 
where you fha’l meet with him that can decide your 
deftiny: They told me the way I was to travel, and fa 
I left them.

On the road I caufed my Heard and eye-brows to be 
fhaven, and took on a Calender’s habit. I have had a 
long journey, but a t la f t l  arrived this evening in this 
city, where I met thefe my brother Calenders at the 
gate, being ftrangers as well as myfelf. We wondered 
much atone another, to fee we were all three blind o f  the 
fame eye ; but we had not leifure to diicourfe long o f  
our common calamities, we had only fo much time as to 
come hither, to implore thofe favours which you have 
been generoufly pl> afed to grant us.

The third Calender having finifhed this relation o f  
his adventures, Zobeide addreffed her fpeech to him

and



and his fellow Calenders thus: Go wherever you think 
fit, you are. all three at liberty. But one of them an- 
iwered. Madam, we beg you to pardon our curiofity, 
and perm it us to hear thofe gentlemen’s llories who have 
not yet fpoke. Then the lady turned to that fide where 
the caliph, the vizier Giafar, and Mefrour Hood, whom 
Ihe knew n o t; but faid to them, ’ T is  now your turn to 
tell me your adventures, therefore Ipeak.

T he grand vizier, Giafar, who had always been the 
fpokefman, anfwered Zobeide, thus : Madam, in order 
to obey you, we need only to repeat what we have faid 
already, before we entered your houfe : We are mer­
chants o f  Moulfol, that came to Bagdad, to fell our 
merchandize that lies in the khan where we lodge. W e 
dined to-day with feveral other peffons of our profeffion, 
at a merchant’s houfe of this city ; who, after he had 
treated us with choice dainties, and excellent wines, 
fent for men and women dancers, and muficians. The 
great noife we made brought in the watch, whoarrefted 
iome o f  the company, and we had the good fortune to 
efcape : But it being already late, and the door of our 
khan (hut up, we knew not whither to retire. It was 
our hap, as we palfed along this ftreet, to hear mirth 
at your houfe, which made us determine to knock at 
your g ate . This is all the account that we can give 
you, in  obedience to your commands.

Z o b eid e  having heard this difcourfe, feemed to he- 
fitate upon what ihe fhould fay, which the Calenders 
perceiving, prayed her to grant the fame favour to the 
three Mouflol merchants, as Hie had done to them. 
W ell then, faid Ihe, I give my confent, for you lhall 
all be equally obliged to me : I pardon you all, pro­
vided you depart immediately out of this houfe, and 
go whither you pleafe.

Z obeide having given this command in a tone that 
fignified Ihe would be obeyed, the caliph, the vizier, 
Mefrour, the three Calenders, and the porter, departed, 
without faying one word: For the prefence of the feven 
Haves with their weapons kept them in awe. When 
they were out of the houfe, and the door Ihut, the 
caliph faid to the Calenders, without making fym felf 
known, You Gentlemen ftrangers, that are newly 
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come to town, which way do you deiign to go, fince 
it is not'yet day ? ’Tis that which perplexes us, Sir, 
faid they. Follow us, replies the caliph, and we w ill 
bring you out o f danger. After faying thefe words he 
whifpered to the vizier, Take them along with you, 
and to-morrow morning bring them to me ; I will caufe 
their hiftory to be put in writing, for it delerves a place 
in the annals o f my reign.

The vizier G iafar took the three Calenders along 
with him ; the porter went to his quarters, and the caliph 
and Mefrour returned to the palace: The caliph went to 
bed, but could not get a wink of deep, his fpirits were 
fo perplexed by the extraordinary things he had feen 
and heard: But above all he was moll concerned to know  
who Zobeide was ; v-hat reafon fhe could have; to be fo 
fevere to the two black bitches, and why Amine had her 
bofom fo mortified. Day began to appear whilft he was 
thinking upon thefe things ; he arole and went to his 
council chamber, where he ufed to give audience, and 
fat upon his throne.

The grand vizier, came in a little after, and paid his 
refpefts as ufual. Vizier, faid the caliph, the affairs 
that we have to confider at prefent are not very pref- 

- Jing, that o f the three ladies and the two black bitches is 
much more fo : M y mind cannot be at eafe, till I be 
thoroughly fatisfied in all thofe matters that have fur- 
prized me fo much. Go bring thefe ladies and the 
Calenders at the fame time ; make hafle, and remem­
ber that 1 do impatiently expeft your return.

The vizier, that knew his mailer’s quick and fiery 
temper, made halle to obey, and went to the ladies, 
to whom, he communicated, in a civil way, the orders 
he had to bring them before the caliph, without takin g 
any- notice of what had puffed the night before at 
their houfe.

The ladies put on their veils, and went with the v i ­
zier ; as he palTed by his own houfe, he took the three 
Calenders along with him, and they in the mean tim e, 
had got notice that they had both feen and fpoke with 
the caliph, without knowing him. The vizier brought 
them to the palace with fo much diligence, that the 
caliph was mighty well pleafed at it. This prince,

that
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that he might keep good decorum before all the officers 
o f  his court that were then prefent, made thofe ladies 
be placed behind the hanging of the door of the room 
that was next his bedchamber, and kept the three Ca­
lenders by him ; who, by their refpedtfcl behaviour, 
gave fufficient proof, that they were not ignorant before 
whom they had the honour to appear.

When the ladies were placed, the caliph turned to­
wards them, and faid, Ladies, when 1 lhall acquaint 
you that I came laft night difguifed, in a merchant’s ha­
bit, into your houfe, it will certainly-alarm you, and 
make you fear that you have offended me ; and, per­
haps, you believe that I have fent for you to no other 
end, but to ihew fome marks of my refentment: But 
be not afraid, you may reft affured, that I hays forgot 
all that has part, and am very well fatisfied with your 
conduft. I wifit that all the ladies of Bagdad had as 
much difcretion as you have given proof of before me. 
I fhall always remember the moderation you made ufe 
of, after the incivility that we had committed. I was 
.hen a merchant of Moufl'ol, but am at prefent Idaroun 
Alrafchid, the feventh caliph of the glorious houfe o f 
Abbas, that holds the place of our great prophet. I 
have only fent for you to know who you are', and to 
a£k you for what reafon one of you, after feverely whip­
ping the two black bitches, did weep with them? And 
I am no lefs curious to know, why another of you has 
herbofom fo full of fears.

T h o ’ the caliph pronounced thefe words very diftindl- 
Iv, and that the three ladies heard him well enough, 
yet the vizier Giafar did,, outof ceremony, repeat them 
over again.

But, Sir, faid Scheherazade ’ tis day, and if  your 
majefty thinks fit that I lhall go on with the reft o f 
this ftory, you will be pleafed to prolong my life until 
to-morrow. The Sultan agreed to it, knowing that 
Scheherazade would relate the hiftory of Zobeidev 
which he had a mighty defire to hear.

The Sixty-third Night.

DE A R  filler, fays Dinarzade, about break of day, 
i f  you be not afleep, pray tell us the ftory of Zo- 

beide ; for doubtlds, that lady told it to the caliph, She 
• I  6 certainly
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certainly did, fays Scheherazade, after that prince, by
his difcourfe, had encouraged her to it. And it was 
in this manner that lhe fatisfied his curiofity.

The Story of Zobeide.

COmmander o f the faithful, fays (he, the relation 
which I am  about to give your majefty is one of 

the (hanged that ever was heard. The two black 
bitches and myfel f  are lifters by the fame father and mo­
ther ; and l (hall acquaint you by what ftrange acci- 
cident they came to bemetamorphofed. The two ladies 
that live with me, and are now here, are alfo my fillers 
by the father’s fiae, but by another mother : She that 
has the fears upon her bread, her name is Amine, the 
other is Safie, and mine Zobeide'.

After our father’s death, the eftate that he left us 
was equally divided among us, and as foon as thefe 
two filters received their portions, they went from me 
to live with their mother. My other two filters and 
myielf ftayed with our mother who was then alive, 
and when (he died left each of us a thoufand fequins. 
As foon as we received our portions, the two elder, (for I 
am the youngeft) being married, followed their huf- 
bands, and left me alone. Some time after, my elded 
filter’s hulband fold all that he had, and with that 
money and my lifter’ s portion, they v/ent both into 
Africa, where her hulband, by riotous living and de­
bauchery, (pent a l l ;  and finding himfelf reduced to 
poverty, he found a pretext for divorcing my lifter, and 
put her away.

She returned to this city, and having fuffered incredi­
ble hardlhips by the way, came to me in fo lamentable a 
condition, that it would have moved the hardell heart to 
compaflion. I received her with all the tendernefs lhe 
could expert, and enquiring into the caufe o f  her fad 
condition, lhe told me with tears, how inhumanly her 
hulband had dealt by her. I was fo much concerned at 
her misfortune, that it drew tears from my e y e s: I put 
her into a bagnio, and clothed her with my own ap­
parel, and fpoke to her thus: Sifter, you are the el­
der, and I efteem you as my mother: During your 
abfence, God has bleft the portion that fell to my lhare,

and



and t’ne employment I follow to feed and bring up lilk- 
worrn?. Allure yourfelf there is nothing l have but 
what is at yourfervice, and as much at your difpofal as 
my own.

We lived very comfortably together for fome months, 
and as we were often difcourling together about our third 
filler, and wondering we heard no news of her, fhe 
came in as bad a condition as the elder: her hulband 
had treated her after the fame manner ; and 1 received 
her likew ife with the fame affection I had done the 
former.

Some time after, my two fillers, on pretenee that 
they would not be chargeable to ure, told me they had 
thoughts to marry again. I anfwered them, That i f  
their putting me to charge was all jthe reafon, they 
m ight lay thofe thoughts alide, and be very welcome to 
Hay with me ; for what I had would be fufficient to 
maintain us all three, anfwerable to our condition : 
But, fays I , I rather believe you have a mind to marry 
again ; which i f  you have, I am fure it will very much 
furprize me : After the experience you have had of the 

. fmall fatisfaftion there is in wedlock, is it pollible you 
dare venture a fecond time? You know how rare it is 
to m eet with a hulband that is a real honelt man. Be­
lieve what l fay, and let us live together, and live as 
com fortably as we can. All my perluaiion was in vain, 
they were refolved to marry, and fo they did. But 
after fome months were pail, they came back again, 
and begged my pardon a thoufand times, for not fol­
lowing my advice. You are our youngeil M er, faid 
they, and abundantly more wife than we ; but i f  you 
w ill vouchfafe to receive us once more into your houfe, 
and account us your Haves, we lhall never commit fuck 
a fault again. My anfwer was, Dear fillers, Ihave not 
altered my mind with refpedt to you fince we la ft parted 
from one another; come again, and take part o f what 
I have. Upon this I embraced them again, and we lived 
together as we did formerly.

W e continued thus a whole year in perfedl love and 
tranquillity ; andfeeing that God had increafedmy fmall 
flock, I projedted a voyage by fea, to hazard fome- 
w hat tn trade. To this end, I went with my two fillers

to



to Balfora, where I bought a lhip ready fitted for fea, 
and laded her with fuch merchandize as I brought 
from Bagdad ; we fet fail with a fair wind, and foon 
got through the Perfian gulph; and when we got into 
the ocean, we fleered our courfe to the Indies, and faw 
land the twentieth day. ’Twas a V£ry high mountain, 
at the bottom o f  which we faw a great town, and having 
a frefh gale, we foon reached the harbour, where we 
call anchor.

I had not patience to flay till my fitters were drefled 
to go along with me, but went alhore in the boat by 
myfeif; and making direftly to the gate of the town, I  
faw there a great number of men upon the guard, 
fome fitting, and others ttanding with battoons in their 
hands; and they had all fuch dreadful countenances 
that it frightened me ; but perceiving they had no mo­
tion, nay not fo much as with their eyes, I took cou­
rage, and went nearer, and then found they were all 
turned into ftones. I entered the town and paffed thro’ 
the feveral ftreets, where there flood every where men 
in feveral poftures, but all unmoveable and petrified. 
On that fide where the merchants lived I found moft o f  
the fhops (hut, and in fuch as were open, 1 likewife 
found the people petrified. I looked up to the chim­
neys, but faw no fmoak ; which made me conjedture 
that thofe within, as well as thofe without, were all 
turned into Hones.

Being come into a vaft fquare, in the heart o f  the city , 
I  perceived a great gate, covered with plates o f  gold, the 
two leaves of which flood open, and a curtain o f  filk fluff 
feemed to be drawn before i t : I alfo faw a lamp hang­
ing over the gate. After I had well confidered the fa- 
brick, I made no doubt but it was thepalaceof the prince 
who reigned over that country ; and being very much 
aftonifhed that 1 had not met with one living creature, 
I went thither in hopes to find feme, I entered the 
gate, and was ftill more furprized, when I faw none 
but the guards in the porches, all petrified ; fome ftand- 
ing, fome fitting, and fome lying.

I croffed over a large court, where I faw a ftately 
building juft before me, the windows o f which were 
inclofed with gates of mafly gold; I looked upon it to

be



be the queen’s apartment, and went into a large hall, 
where there Hood feveral black eunuchs turned into done. 
I  went from thence into a room richly hung and fur- 
nilhed, where I perceived a lady in the fame manner. 
1 knew it to be the queen, by the crown o f gold that 
hung over her head, and a necklace of pearl about her 
neck, each o f them as big as a n u t; I went up clofe 
to her to view it, and never faw any thing finer.

I flood fome time and admired the riches and magni­
ficence o f the room ; but above all, the foot-cloth, the 

. culhions, and the fofas, which were ail lined with In­
dian fluff o f  gold, with pifiures o f men and beads in 
filver, drawn to admiration.

Scheherazade would have continued longer, hut day­
light put a flop to her difcourfe. T h e Sultan was migh­
tily pleafed with the ftory : I mull, faid he, as he was 
getting out of bed, know what all this wonderful pe- 
trefattion of men will at lafl come to.

The Sixty-fourth Night.

DInarzade was fo extremely pleafed with the begin­
ning of this ftory of Zobeide, that llie did not 

fail to call the Sultanefs before d a y : I f  you be not 
afleep, After, pray let us know what Zobeide faw more 
in this ftrange palace. Scheherazade anfwered, the lady 
continued the ftory to the caliph in this manner:

Sir, faid Ihe, I went out of the chamber where the 
petrified queen was, and came thro’ feveral other apaj’t-* 
ments and clofets richly furniihed, and at laft came into 
a vaft large room, where there was a throne-of maffy 
gold, raifed feveral fteps above the floor, and enriched 
with large inchafed emeralds, and a bed upon the throne 
of rich fluff, embroidered with pearls. That which fur- 
prized me more than all the reft, was a fparkling light 
which came from above the bed : Being curious to know 
from whence it came, I mounted the fteps, and lifting 
op my head, I faw a diamond as big as the egg of an 
oftrich, lying upon a low ftool; it was fo pure, that I 
could not find the leaft blemilh in it, and it fparkled fo 
bright, that I could not endure the luftre of it, when I 
faw it by day,
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On each fide o f the bed’s head there flood a lighted 
flambeau, but to what ufe I could not comprehend : 
However, it made me imagine that the.e was fome 
living creature in this place ; for I could not believe 
that thefe torches continued thus burning o f themfelves. 
Several other rarities detained my curiofity in this 
room, whicn was ineitimable, were it only for the dia- 
rnond 1 mentioned.

The doors being all open, or but half fliut, I furvey- 
ed l'ome other apartments, that were as fine as thofe I  
had already feen. I  looked into*• the offices and ftore- 
jooms, which were full o f infinite riches, and I was fo 
much taken with the fight of all thefe wonderful things, 
that I forgot m yfelf, and did not thins on my lhip, or 
my filters ; my whole defignwas to fatisfy my curiofity i 
Mean time., night came on, which put me in mind that 
it was time to retire. I was for returning by the fame 
way I came in , but I could not find it, I loft m yfelf 
among the apartm ents; and finding 1 was come back 
again to that large room, where the throne, the couch, 
the large diamond, and the torches flood, I refolved to 
make my night’ s lodging there, and to depart the next 
morning betimes, to get aboard my Chip. I Laid my­
felf down upon the couch, not without fome dread to 
be alone in a w ild place ; and this fear hindered m y 
fleep.

About midnight I heard- a voice like that o f a man­
reading the alcoran, after the fame manner, and in the 
fame tone, as we ufe to read in our mofques. B eing 
extremely glad to hear it, I got up immediately, and 
taking a torch in  my hand to light me, I paffed from 
one chamber to another, on that fide where the voice 
came from : I came to the clofet door, where I flood 
Hill, no ways doubting that it came from thence. I fet 
down my torch upon the ground, and looking through 
a window, I found it to b ean  oratory- In fhort, it  
had, as we have in our mofques, a nich, that fhews 
where we mud turn to fay our prayers: T here were 
alfo lamps hung up, and the two candlefticks with large 
tapers of white wax burning.

I faw a little carpet laid down like thofe vve have to 
kneel upon when we fay our prayers, and a comely young
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man fat upon this carpet reading the alcoran, which lay 
before him upon a delk, with great devotion. At the 
fight o f this 1 was tranfported with admiration. I won­
dered how it came to pafs that he Ihould be the only 
living creature in a town where all the people were 
turned into ftones, and I did not doubt but there was 
fomething in it very extraordinary.

T h e door being only half Ihut, I opened it, and went 
in, and Handing upright before the nich, I faid this 
prayer aloud ; ‘ Praife be to God that has favoured us 
with a happy voyage, and may he begracioufly pleafed 
to protect us in the fame manner, until we arrive again 
in our own country. Hear me, O Lord, and grant my 
requeft.’

T h e  young man call his eyes upon me, and faid, M y 
good lady, pray let me know who you are, and what 
has brought you to this defolate city ? And, in requital, 
I will tell you who I am, what happened to me, why 
the inhabitants of this city are reduced to that Hate you 
fee them in, and why I alone am fafe and found in the 
midft o f  fuch a terrible difafter.

I told him in few words from whence I came, what 
made me undertake the voyage, and how I fafely ar­
rived at the port after twenty days’ failing ; and when I 
had done, 1 prayed him to perform his promife, and 
told him how much 1 was ftruck by the frightful defola- 
tion which 1 had feen in all places as I came along.

My' dear lady, fays the young man, have patience for 
a moment. A t thefe words he Ihut the alcoran, put it 
into a rich cafe, and laid it in the nich. I took that 
opportunity to obl'erve him, and perceived fo much 
good nature and beauty in him, that I felt fudi ftrange 
emotions in rnyfelf,. as I never had done before. He 
made me fit down by him, and before he began his 
difcourfe, I could not forbear faying to him, with an 
air that difcovered the fentiments I was infpired with, 
Am iable Sir, dear objeft o f my foul, I can fcarce have 
patience to wait for an account o f all thole wonderful 
things that I have feen fince the firit time I came into 
your city ; and my curiofity cannot befiatisfied too foon: 
therefore pray, Sir, let me know by what miracle you 
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alone are left alive among fo many perfons that have 
died in fo ftrange a manner.

Scheherazade broke off here, and faid to Schariar, 
Sir, perhaps your majefty does not perceive it is day ; 
Ihould I continue my difcourfe any longer, I fliould abufe 
your attention. The Sultan got up, refolving next 
night to hear the remainder of this wonderful ftory.

9"he Sixty •fifth' Night.

I F you be not afleep, lifter, faid Dinarzade, next 
morning, before it was day, I would pray you 

to refume the ltory o f Zobeide, and acquaint us what 
pafled between her and the young man, that Ihe found 
alive in the palace you gave us fo fine a defcription of. 
I  will immediately fatisfy you, faid the Sultanefs. Z o ­
beide went on with her ftory thus :

Madam, fays the young man, you have given me to 
underftand you have a knowledge of the true God, by 
the prayer you juft now addrefled to him. I will ac­
quaint you with the moft remarkable effett o f his great- 
nefs and power. You mull know, that this city was 
the metropolis o f  a mighty kingdom, over which the 
king my father did reign. That prince, his whole court, 
the inhabitants o f  the city, and all his other fubjedls, 
were magi, worfhippers o f fire, and of Nardoun, the an­
cient king o f the giants, who rebelled again!! God.

And though I was begotten and born of an idolatrous 
father and mother, 1 had the good fortune in my youth 
to have a woman-governefs, who was a good muffel- 
mart ; I had the alcoran by heart, and underftood the 
explanation o f it perfectly well. Dear prince, would 
Ihe oftentimes fay, there is but one true God ; take 
heed that you do not acknowledge and adore any other. 
She taught me to read Arabick, and the book (lie gav e  
me to exercife upon was the alcoran. As foon as I was 
capable of underftanding it, Ihe explained to me a ll  
the heads of this excellent book, and infuled piety into 
my mind, unknown to my father or any body elfe. She 
happened to die, but not before ihe had perfectly inftrudl- 
ed me in all that was neceffary to convince me of the
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mufielman religion. After her death I perilled with 
. conftancy in the belief 1 was in ; and I abhor the falls 

god Nardoun, and the adoration o f  fire.
’ T is  about three years and fome months ago, that 3 

thundering voice was heard all o f afudden fo diftindtly, 
through the whole city, that nobody could mifs hearing 
it. T h e  words were thefe: * Inhabitants, abandon the 
worfhip o f Nardoun, and of lire, and worlhip the only 
God that Ihews mercy.’

T h is  voice was heard three years fucceflively, but no 
body was converted: So the Tall day of the year, at four 
o’clock in the morning, all the inhabitants in general 
were changed in an inftant into Hone, every one in the 
fame condition and pofture they happened to be then 
in. T h e  king, my father, had the fame fate, for he 
was metamorphofed into a black Hone, as he is to be 
feen in this palace; and the queen, my mother, had the 
like deftiny.

I am the only perfon that did not fuffer under that 
heavy judgment, and ever lince I have continued to 
ferve him with more fervency than before. 1 am per- 
fuaded, dear lady, that he has fent you hither for my 
com fort, for which I render him infinite thanks; for 
I  m ull own that this folitary life is very uneafy.

A l l  thefe expreffions, and particularly the laft, in- 
creafed my love to him extremely. Prince, faid I, there 
is no doubt but Providence hath brought me into your 
port, to prefent you with an opportunity of withdraw­
ing from this difmal place; the fhip that I came in, 
m ay in fome meafure perfuade you that I am in fome 
efteem at Bagdad, where I have left alfo a confiderable 
e fta te ; and I dare engage to promife you fandtuary 
there, until the mighty commander of the faithful, who 
is viceregent to our prophet whom you acknowledge, 
do you the honour that is due to your merit. This re­
nowned prince lives at Bagdad, and as foon as he is 
informed o f your arrival in his capital, you will find 
that ’ tis not in vain to implore his alfiftance. ’ Tis im- 
poffible you can ftay any longer in a'city where all the 
objedts you fee mult renew your grief: M y veil'd is at 
your fervice, where you may abfolutely command as 
you lhall think fit. He accepted the offer, and we dif-
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courfed the remaining part o f the night about our 
embarkment.

As foon as it was day we left the palace, and came 
aboard my fhip, where we found my tillers, the cap­
tain, and the Haves, alI very much troubled for my 
abfence. After I had prefented my fillers to the prince,
I told them what had hindered my return to the veil'd 
the day before, how I had met with the young prince, 
his llory, and the caufe of the defolation of fo fine a 
city.

The feamen were taken up feveral days in unlading the 
merchandized brought along with me, and embarking, 
inftead of that, all the precious things in the palace, as 
jewels, gold and money. We left the furniture and 
goods, which confided o f an infinite quantity of plate, 
&c. becaufe our veffel could not carry it, for it would 
have required feveral veffels more to carry all the riches 
to Bagdad, that was in our option to take with us.

.Alter we had laden the veflel with what we thought 
lit, we took fuch provifions and water aboard as were 
neceflary for our voyage, (for we had Hill a great deal 
o f thofe provifions left that we had taken in at Balfora) ; 
at lafl we fet fail with a wind as favourable as we could 
wifh.

Here Scheherazade faw day, and flopt her difcourfe : 
The Sultan arofe without fpeaking a word, but he pro- 
pofed to himfelr to hear the end o f  Zobeide’s dory, and 
the wonderful deliverance o f this young prince.

The Sixty-Jixtb Night.

W H E N  the enfuing night was almoft gone, D i-  
narzade being impatient to know the fuccefs o f 

Zobeide’s voyage, called the Sultanefs : M y dear filler, 
day begins to break, for God’s fake continue the dory 
of yefternight, and tell us whether the young prince 
and Zobeide arrived fafe at Bagdad. 1 w ill, lays Sche­
herazade: Zobeide, addrefiing hefelf to the Caliph, 
went on thus :

Sir, laid lhe, the young prince, my fiders and my- 
felf, enjoyed ourfelves for fome time very agreeably : 
But alas 1 this good underftanding did not lad long, lor
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my fillers grew jealous of the friendlhip between the 
prince and me, and malicioufly afked me one day, what 
we Humid do with him when we came to Bagdad? I per­
ceived immediately that they put this queltion to me, 
on purpoie to difcover my inclinations; therefore re­
v iv in g  to put it off with a jeft, I anfweredthem, I will 
take him for my hulband ; and upon that, turning my- 
felf to the prince, Sir, I humbly.beg of you to give 
your confent, for as foon as we come to Bagdad, I de- 
fign to offer you my perfon to be your Have, to do you 
all the fervicethat is in my powey, and to refign myfelf 
wholly to your commands.

T h e Prince anfwered, I know not, madam, whether 
you be in jeft or no ; but for my own part, 1 ferioufly 
declare, before, thefe ladies, your fitters, that from this 
moment, I heartily accept your offer, not with any in­
tention to have you as a Have, but as my lady and 
miftrefs; nor will I pretend to have any power over 
your adlions. A t thefe words my lifters changed colour, 
and I could perceive afterwards that they did not love 
me as formerly.

W e were come into the Perfian gulf, and not /ar 
from Balfora, where I hoped, confidering the fair wind, 
we m ight have arrived the day following ; but in the 
night, when I was afleep, my fillers watched their 
tim e, and threw me overboard They did the fame to 
the prince, who was drowned. I  fwam fome minutes 
on the water j but by good fortune, or rather miracle,
I felt ground. I went towards a black place, that by 
what I could difcerli in the dark, feemed to be land, and 
adtually was a flat on the coaft; which when day came,
1 found to be a defert ifland, lying about twenty miles 
from Balfora. I foon dried my clothes in the fun, and 
as I  walked along, I found ieveral forts o f fruit, and 
likewife fh  fh water, which gave me fome hopes of pre- 
ferving my life.

I laid myfelf down in a fhade, and foon after I faw a 
winged^ ferpent, very large and long, coming towards 
me, w riggling to the right and to the left, and hanging 
out his tongue, which made me think he had got fome 
hurt._ I arofe, and faw a ferpent larger than he, follow­
ing him , holding him by the tail, and endeavouring to

devour



devour him : I  had compaffion on him, and inllead of 
dying away, I had the boldnefs and courage to take up 
a done that by chance lay by me, and threw it at the 
great ferpent with all my ftrength, whom I hit on the 
head and k illed  him. The other, finding himfelf at 
liberty, took to his wings and flew away : I  looked a 
long while after him in the air, as being an extraordi­
nary thing ; but he flew out of fight, and I laid down 
again in another place in lhade, and fell afleep.

W hen I awaked, judge how I was furprifed to fee 
a black woman by me, o f a lively and agreeable com­
plexion, who held two bitches tied together in her 
hand o f the fame colour. I  fat up and aflted her who 
flte was ? I  am, faid fhe, the ferpent whom you deliver­
ed not long fmce from my mortal enemy. I knew not 
how to acknowledge the great kindnefs you did m e, 
but by doing what I have done. I knew the treachery 
o f your fillers, and to revenge you on them, as foon as 
I  was fet at liberty by your generous afliltance I called 
feveral o f my companions together, fairies like m yfelf ; 
we have carried all your lading that was in your velfel 
into your llore-houfes at Bagdad, and afterwards 
funk it.

Thefe two black bitches are your fillers, whom I have 
transformed into this lhape : But this punifhment is not 
fufficient; for I  w ill have you to treat them after fuch a 
manner as I (hall direfl.

A t thofe words the fairy took me fall under one o f  
her arms, and the two bitches in the other, and carried 
me to my houfe in Bagdad, where I found all the riches 
which were laden onboard my velfel in my llore-houfes. 
Before fhe left me, Ihe delivered me the two bitches, 
and told me, I f  you will not be changed into a bitch, 
as they are, I ordain you in the name of him that governs 
the fea, to g ive each of your lifters every night i oq lalhes 
with a rod, for the punifhment o f the crime they have 
committed againfl your perfon, and the youRg prince, 
whom they drowned. 1 was forced to promife that I  
would obey her order. Since that time I have whipped 
them every night, though with regret, whereof your 
majelly has been a witnefs. I give evidence by my tears 
with how much forrow and reluClancy I mull pet form
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this cruel duty ; and in this your majefty may fee I am 
'jnore to be pitied than blamed. I f  there be any thing 
elfe with relation to myfelf, that you defire to be in­
formed of, my lifter Amine will give you the full difco- 
very o f  it, by the relation o f her ftory.

A fter the caliph had heard Zobeide with a great deal 
o f  aftonifhment, hedefired his grand vizier to pray fair 
Am ine to acquaint him wherefore her breaft was marked 
w ith fo many fears.

But Sir, faid Scheherazade, it  is day, and I dare 
not detain your majefty any longer. Schahriar being 
perfuaded that the ftory which Scheherazade was to re­
late would explain the former, faid to himfelf, I mull 
haye thepleafureof hearing this ftory out: Upon which 
he arofe, and refolved that Scheherazade fhould live one 
day longer.

The Sixty-feventh flight.

D Inarzade was in a longing condition to hear the 
ftory of Amine, and therefore waked the Sulta- 

nefs a long while before day, faying, Dear filler, pray 
let us know why fair Amine had her breaft fo covered 
w ith  fears. 1 confent to it, fays the Sultanels, and that 
no tim e may be loft, you mull know that Amine ad- 
drefled herfelf to the caliph, and began her ftory after 
this m anner;

The Story o f  Amine.

C
Ommander of the faithful, fays fhe, to avoid re­

peating what your majefty has already heard by 
my filler’s ftory, 1 lhall only add, that after my mother 
had taken a houfe for herfelf to live in, during her 

widowhood, lhe gave me in marriage, with the portion 
my father left me, to a gentleman that had one of the 
bell eftates in this city.

I had fcarce been a year married when I became a 
widow, and was left in poffeffion o f all my hulband’s 
ellate, which amounted to 90 thoufand fequins. The 
in terello f this money was fufficientto maintain me very 
honourably. In the mean time, when my firll fix months 
mourning was over, I caufed to be made me ten fuits
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of clothes, very rich, fo that each fuit came to a thou, 
fand fequins ; and when the year was paft, 1 began to 
wear them.

One day, as I was bufy all alone about my private 
affairs, there came one, and told me, that a lady defired 
to fpeak to m e. 1 ordered them to bring her in. She 
was a perfon well ftricken in years ; fhe faluted me by 
kiffing the ground, and told me kneeling, Dear lady, 
pray excufe the freedom I take to trouble you, the con­
fidence I have in your charity makes me thus bold. I  
mufl: acquaint your ladyfhip that I have a daughter, 
an orphan, who is to be married this d a y ; fhe and I 
are both ft rangers, and have no acquaintance at all in 
this,'town; this puts me in a mighty perplexity, for we 
would have the numerous family with whom we are 
going to ally ourfelves, to think we are not altogether 
ftrangers and without cred it: Therefore, moft beauti­
ful lady, i f  you would vouchfafe to honour the wedding 
with your prefence, we fhall be infinitely obliged to 
you ; becaufe the ladies of your country w ill then know 
that we are not looked upon here as defpicable wretches, 
when they fhall come to underftand, that a lady o f your 
quality did us that honour. But alas, madam, i f  yon, 
refufe this requeft, we fhall be altogether difgraced, and 
dare not addrefs ourfelves to any other.

This poor woman’s difcourfe, mixed with tears, 
moved my compaffion. Good woman, faid I, do not 
affiift yourfelf, I  am willing to grantyou thefavouryou 
defire tell me what place I mufl come to, and I w ill 
meet you as foon as 1 am drefled ; the old woman Was 

- fo tranfported with joy at my anfwer, that fhe killed m y 
feet without m y being able to hinder it. Good chari­
table lady, faid fhe, rifiug up, God will reward the 
kindnefs you have fhewed to your fervants, and make 
your heart as joyful as you have made theirs. It is too 
foon yet to give yourfelf that trouble; it w ill be tim e 
enough when I  come to call you in the evening : So 
farewell, madam, faid fhe, till I have the honour to fee 
you again.

As foon as fhe was gone, I took the fuit I liked beft, 
with a necklace of large pearl, bracelets, pendents in 
my ears, and rings fet with the fineft and moft fpark-

lin g



ling diamonds; for my mind prefaged what wouldTSe- 
fal me.

When night drew on, the old woman came to call me, 
with a countenance full o f joy ; flie kiifed my hands, 
and faid, M y dear lady, the relations of my fon-in- 
law,-who are the principal ladies o f the town, are now 
met together ; you may come when you pleafe, I am 
ready to wait on you. We went immediately, fhe 
going before, and I followed her with a good number 
of my maids and flaves very well dreft: We ftopt in a 
large ftreet, newly fwept and watered, at a large gate 
with a lantborn before it, by the light of whichlcould 
read this infcription over the gate in golden letters:
* Here is the abode ofeverlaftir.g pleafures and content.* 
The old woman knocked, and the gate was opened im­
m ediately.

T h ey  brought me to the lower end of the court, into 
a large hall^^vhere I was received by a young lady o f 
admirable beauty ; fhe came up tom e, and after having 
embraced me, Ihe made me fit down by her upon a 
lofa, where there was a throne of precious wood, befet 
with diamonds; Madam, faid (he, you are brought 
hither to aflill at a wedding ; but I hope this marriage 
will prove otherwifethan what you expefted. 1 have a 
brother, one of the handfomell men in the world: he 
is fallen fo much in love with the fame of your beauty, 
that his fate depends wholly upon you, andhe will be the 
unhappiefi: o f men, if  you do not take pity on him. 
He knows your quality, and I can alfure you he is in 
no wife unworthy of your alliance. I f  my prayers, 
madam, can prevail, I lhall join them with his, and 
humbly beg you will not refuie the offer o f being his 
wife.

A fter the death of my hufhand, I  had no thought of 
marrying again : But I had no power to refufe the offer 
made by fo charming a lady. As foon as I had given 
confent by filence, accompanied with a blulh, the young 
lady clapt her hands, and immediately a clofet-door 
opened, out of which came a young man of a majeftick 
air, and fo graceful a behaviour, that I thought myfelf 
happy to have made fo great a conqueft. He fat down 
by m e, and by the difcourfe we had together, I found
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that his merit3 far exceeded the account his filler had 
given me o f him.

When fhe faw that we were fatisfied one with another, 
ihe clapt her hands a fecond time, and out came a cadis 
or fcrivener. who wrote our contrail o f marriage, figned 
it himfelf, and caufed it to be attefted by four witneffes 
he brought along with him. The only thing that my 
new fpoufe made me promife was, that 1 fliould not be 
feen by nor fpeak with any other man but himfelf, and 
he vowed to me upon that condition, that I (hould have 
no reafon to complain o f him. Our marriage was con­
cluded andfinilhed after this manner: fo 1 became the 
principal adtrefs o f a wedding, whereunto I was only 
invited as a gueft.

A fter we had been married a month, I had occafion 
for fome fluffs ; I afked my hufband’s leave to go out 
and buy them, which he granted; and I took that old 
woman along with me, o f whom I fpoke before, fhe 
being one o f  the fam ily, and two of my own female 
Haves.

When w e came td the flreet where, the merchants 
:•* dwell, the.old woman told me, Dear millrefs, fince you 

w antfilk fluffs, I mufl carry you to a young merchant 
o f my acquaintance ; he has o f all forts, and it will 
prevent your wearying yourfelf, by going from one 
Shop to another. I can affure you that he is able tofur- 
mifh you with that which nobody elfe can. I was eafily 
perfuaded, and we entered into a fhop belonging to a 
young merchant, a man likely enough. I  fat down, and 
bid the old woman defire him to lhew me the fined 
filk-fluffs he had : T h e woman bid me fpeak m yfelf; 
but I told her it was one of the articles o f  my marriage- 
contraft, not to fpeak to any man but my hufband, 
which I ought to keep.

The merchant (hewed mefeveral fluffs, o f which one 
. pleafedme better than thereft ; but I bid her afk the price. 

He anfwered the old woman, I will not fell it for gold 
or money, but I will make her a prefent o f it, i f  fhe wifi 
give me leave to kifs her cheek. I bid the old woman 
tell him, that he was very rude to propofe fych a thing. 
But inflead o f obeying me, fhe faid, What the mer­
chant defires o f you is no fuch great matter ; you need 
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»ot fpeak, but only prefent him your cheek, and the 
bulineis will loon be done; the ituff pleafed me fo 
much, that I was foolith enough to take her advice. 
The old woman and my Haves Hood up, that nobody 
ihouid fee, and i put up my v e il ; but infiead o f a 
kxfs the merchant bit me till the blood came.

The pain and furprize was fo great, that I fell down 
in a fwoon, and continued in it fo long, that the mer­
chant had time to (hut his (hop, and fly for it. When 
I came to myfelf, I found my cheek all bloody: The 
old woman and my (laves took care to cover it with 
my veil, that the people that came about us could not 
perceive it, but fuppofed it to be only a fainting fit.

Scheherazade as (he fpoke thefe words, perceived 
day, and held her peace. The fultan, finding the re­
lation very extraordinary and pleafant, rofe up, with a 
defign to hear the reft o f it.

cTbe Sixty-eighth Night,

W H E N  next night was near an end, Dinarzade 
awaked, and called to the Sultanefi, If you 

pleafe, fifter, pray continue the dory of Amine. Sche­
herazade anfwered, the lady refumed it thus :

The old woman that was with me, being extremely 
troubled at this accident, endeavoured to comfort me ; 
My dear miftrefs, faid (lie, I beg your pardon, for I  
am the caufr o f this misfortune, having brought you to 
this merchant, becaufe he is my countryman: but I  
never thought he would be guilty o f  fuch a villainous 
aflion. But do not grieve ; Jet us make hafte to go 
home, I will give you a medicine that (hall perfedtly 
cure you in three days time, fo that the leaft mark (hall 
not be feen. The fit had made me fo weak, that I was 
fcarce able to walk : But at laft I got home, where I 
liadafecond fit, as I went into the chamber. Mean 
w hile,. the old woman applied her remedy, fo that I  
came to myfelf, and went to bed.

M y hulband came to me at night, and feeing my 
head bound up, alked me the reafon. I told him, I had 
the head-ach, and hoped he would enquire no farther; 
but he took a candle, and favv my cheek was hurt : 
Ho,w comet this wound ? faid he, Aad thb’ 1 was not 
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very guilty, yet I could not think of owning the thing; 
.Besides to make fuch confeffion to a hufband, I thought 
was fomewhat indecent; therefore I told him, That as 
I was going to feek for that fluff you gave me leave to 
buy, a porter, carrying a load of wood, came fo clofe 
by me, as I went through a narrow ftreet, that one' of 
the Hicks gave me a rub on the cheek ; but it is not 
much hurt. This put my hufband in fuch a paffion, 
that he vowed he fliould not go unpunifhed ; for I will 
to-morrow give orders-to the lieutenant o f the police to 
feize upon all thofe brutes of porters, and caufe them 
to be hanged. Being afraid to occafson the death of 
fo many innocent perl'ons, I told him, Sir, I fhould 
fee forry that fo great a piece o f injuftice fhould be com­
mitted. Pray don’t do i t ; f o r i  fhould judge myfelf 
unpardonable, i f  I were the caufe of fo much mifchief. 
Then tell me fmcerely, faid he, how came you by this 
wound ? I  anfwered, That it came thro’ the inadvertency 
o f a broom-feller upon an afs, who coming behind me, 
and looking another way, his afs gave me fuch apufh, 
that I fell down, and hurt my cheek upon „fome glafs. 
Is it fo ? faid my hufband; then to-morrow morning 
before fun-rifing, the grand vizier G iafar fhall have an 
account o f this infolence, and he fhall caufe all the 
broom-fellers to be put to death. For the love o f God, 
Sir, faid I ,  let me beg o f you to pardon them, for they 
are not guilty. How, madam, faid he, what is it I 
muft believe ? Speak, for I am abfolutely refolved to 
know the truth from your own mouth. Sir, faid I, 
I  was taken with a giddinefs, and fell down, and that’s 
the whole matter.

A t thefe laft words my hufband loft all patience. 
Ohd cries he, I have given ear to your lies too lon g; 
with that, clapping his hands, in came three flaves; 
Pull her out o f  bed, faid he, and lay her in the middle 
of the floor. T h e flaves obeyed his orders, one holding 
me by the head, another by the fe e t; he commanded 
the third to fetch him a fcymetar, and when he had 
brought it, Strike, faid he, cut her in two in the 
middle, and then throw her into the T ygris  to feed the 
fifties. This is the punifhment I give to thofe to whom 
1 have given my heart, i f  they falflfy their promife.

When



When he faw that the Have made no halle to obey his 
orders, Why do you not ltrike? laid lie, Who is it that 
holds you ? What art thou waiting for f

M adam, then, faid the Have, you are near the laft 
moment o f your life, confider i f  you have any thing 
to difpofe o f before you die. I begged leave to fpeak 
one word, which was granted me. i  lifted up my head, 
and lookin g, wilhfully to my hulband, Alas ! faid I f  to 
what condition am I reduced ! muff I then die in the 
prime o f my youth? 1 could fay no more, for my 
tears and fighs prevented me. M y hulband was not 
at all moved, but on the contrary, went on to reptoach 
me ; fo that to have made anfvver would have been in 
vain. I had recourfe to intreaties and prayers ; but he 
had no regard to them, and commanded the llaves to 
proceed to execution. The old woman that had been 
his nurfe, came in juft at that moment, fell down upon 
her knees, and endeavoured to appeafe his wrath. M y 
fon, fait! fhe, fmce I have been your nurfe, and brought 
you up, let me beg the favour o f you to grant me her 
life; confider, that he who kills fhall be killed, and 
that you will ftain your reputation, and lofe the efteern 
of mankind. What will not the world fay of fuch a 
bloody rage ? She fpoke thefe words in fuch a taking 
way, accompanied with tears, that Ihe gained upon him 
at laft.

W ell then, fays he to his nurfe, for your fake I will 
(pare her life ; but ihe fhall carry fome marks along 
with her, to make her remember the crime ; with that, 
one o f  the llaves, by his order, gave mefo many blows, 
as hard as he could ftrike, with a little cane, upon my 
fides and breaft, that he fetched both Ikin and flein 
aw ay, fo that 1 lay fenfelefs: A fter that he caufed the 
fame Haves, the executioners of his fury, to carry me 
into a houfe, Where the old woman took care of me. I 
kept my bed four months ; at laft I recovered ; the 
fears you faw yefterday againft my will, have remained 
ever lince.

A s foon as I was able to walk, and go abroad, I  
refolved to go to the houfe which was my own by my 
firft hulband, but 1 could not find the place. My fecond 
bit!band, in  the heat o f his wrath,, was not content to 
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have razed it to the ground, but caufed all the ftreet 
where it flood to be pulled down. I believe fuch a 
violent proceeding was never heard o f before; but 
again ft who m fhould I make my complaint? The author 
had taken fuch care that he was not to be found, neither 
could I know him again i f  I faw him : And fuppofe I 
had known him , is it not eafily feen that the treatment 
J met with proceeded from abiolute power ? then how 
dared I make any complaint?

Being defolate, and unprovided of every thing, I 
had recourfe to my dear filler Zobeide, who gave your 
majefty juli now an account of her adventures : to her, 
I made known my misfortune ; (he received me with 
her accuflomed goodnefs, and advifed me to bear it with 
patience. T h is is the way of the world, faid (lie, which 
either robs us o f  our means, our friends, or our lovers ; 
and oftentimes of all at once : And at the fame time 
to confirm what fne had faid, fhe gave me an account 
of the lofs o f the young prince, occafioned by the jea- 
loufy of her two filters; lhe told me alfo by what acci­
dent they were transformed into bitches: And in the 
lalt place, after a thoufand teftimonials of her love 
towards me, fire (hewed me my youngeft fifter, who had 
likewife taken fanfluary with her, after the death o f her 
mother.

Thus we gave God thanks, who had brought us to­
gether again, refolding to live a fingle life, and never 
tofeparate any more, for we have enjoyed this peaceable 
way o f living a great many years : And as it was my 
bulinefs to mind the affairs o f the houfe, I always took 
pleafure to go myfelf, and buy in what we wanted. I 
happened to go abroad yefterday, and the things I 
bought I caufed to be brought home by a porter, who 
proved to be aTenfible and jocofe fellow, and we kept 
him by us for a little diverfion. Three Calenders hap­
pened to come to our door, as it began to grow dark, 
and prayed us to give them fhelter till the next morning: 
We gave them entrance, but upon certain conditions, 
which they agreed unto; and after we had made them 
fit down at the table by us, they gave us a concert o f 
mufick after their falhion, and at the fame time we 
heard knocking at our gate. Thefe were the three

merchants



merchants ofMouffol, men of a very good mein, who 
begged the fame favour which the Calenders had obtained 
before: We confented to it upon the fame conditions, 
but neither o f them kept their promife ; and tho’ we 
had power as well as jullice on our fide to punifli them, 
yet we contented ourfelves with demanding from them 
the hiilory of their lives, and confequently bounded our 
revenge with diimiffing them, after they l>ad done, and 
deprived them of the lodging they demanded.

T h e  caliph Haroun Alrafchid was very well fatisfie.d 
with rfiefe ilrange llories, and declared publickly his 
aftoniihment at what he had heard,

.B ur, Sir, faid Scheherazade, day begins to break, fo 
that I have not time to acquaint your majellywhat the 
caliph did to put an end to the inchantments of the two 
black bitches. Scliahriar fuppoftng that the Sultanefs 
would quite finifh the ftory of the five ladies and the 
three Calenders the next night, rofe up, and fullered 
her to live till next morning.

The Sixty-ninth Nigh!.

FO R  the love of heaven, filler., fays Dinarzade, 
before it was day,, i f  you be not aileep, tell us 

how the two black bitches were brought to their former 
fhape, and what became of the three Calenders. I will 
fa tisfy  your curiofity, faid Scheherazade: Then ad- 
drefling her difeourfe to Schahriar, fire purfued it 
thus:

S ir, the caliph having fatisfied his curiofity, thought 
hi mfelf obliged to g ive fome marks of grandeur and 
generofity to the Calender princes, and alfo to give 
the three ladies fome proofs o f his bounty. He him ielf, 
without making ufe of his minifter,-the grand v izier, 
fpoke to Zobeide, Madam, this fairy, that lhewed her- 
fe lf  to you in the lhape of a ferpent, and impofed fuch 
a rigorous command upon you, did flie not tell you 
where her place of abode was f Or rather, did fhe not 
promile to lee you, and reltore tnofe bitches to their 
natural lhape ?

Commander of the faithful, anfwered Zobeide, I for­
got to tell your majeity, that the fairy left with me. a 
bundle of hair, faying withal, that her prefence would 
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one day Hand me in Head; and then, i f  I only burnt 
twoturtso f this hair, fhe would be with me in a mo­
ment, though Ihe were beyond mount Caucafus. Madam, 
fays the caliph, where is the bundle of hair? She an- 
fwered, Everfince that time I have had fuch a parti­
cular care o f it, that I always carry it about me : Upon 
which Ihe pulled it out, opened the cafe a little where it 
was, and Ihewed it him. Well then, faid the caliph, 
let us make the fairy come hither; you could not call 
her in a better time, for I long to fee her.

Zobeide having confented to it, fire was brought in, 
and Ihe threw the whole bundle of hair into it. T he 
palace began to (hake at that very inftant, and the fairy 
appeared before the caliph, in the lhape o f a lady very 
richly dreffecL

Commander o f the faithful, faid (he to the prince, 
you fee I am ready to come and receive your commands. 
The lady who gave me this call by your order, did me 
a particular piece of fervice; to make my gratitude 
appear, I revenged her o f her fillers’ inhumanity, by 
changing them into bitches: But i f  your majefty com­
mands it, I w ill reftore them to their former lhape.

Handfome fairy, faid the caliph, you cannot do me 
a greater pleafure; vouchfafe them that favour, and 
after that I will find fome means to comfort them 
for their hard penance: But befides, I have another 
boon to alk in favour of that lady, who has had fuch . 
cruel ufage from an unknown hulband : And as you un­
doubtedly know a great many things, we have reafou 
to believe, that you cannot be ignorant o f this; oblige 
me with the name of this barbarous fellow , that could 
not be contented to exercife his barbarous cruelty upon 
her perfon, but has alfo moft unjulliy taken from her 
all the fubftance Ihe had. I only admire how fuch an 
unjuft and inhuman aftion could be performed in fpite 
of my authority, and not come to my ears.

To ferve your majefty, aafwered the fairy, I w ill 
jeftore the two bitches to their former ftate, and I will 
fo cure the lady of her fears, that it lhall never appear 
Ihe was fo beaten ; and at laft 1 will tell you who it was 
that did it.

The caliph fent for the two bitches from Zobeide’s
houfe,



haufe, and when they came, a glals o f water was 
brought to the fairy, upon her defire : She pronounced 
fome words over it, which nobody underftood; then 
throwing fome part of it upon Amine, and the relt upon 
the bitches, the latter became two ladies of furprizing. 
beauty, and the fears that were upon Amine vanifhed 
away. After which the fairy faid to the caliph, Com­
mander of the faithful, I mull now difeover to you-the 
unknownhufhandyou enquire after; he is very near 
related to yourfelf, for it is prince Amin, your eldeft 
fon, who falling paffionately in love with this lady, by 
the fame he had heard of her beauty, he,by an intrigue, 
got her brought to his houfe, where he married her. 
A s to the lirokes he caufed to be given her, he is in 
fome meafure cxcufable ; for the lady his ipoufe had 
been a little too eafy, and the excufes fhe had made 

.were capable to mal?e him believe fhe was more faulty 
than really fhe was. This is all I can fay to fatisfy your 
curiofity ; and at thefe words the faluted the caliph,.and 
vanifhed.

T h e prince being filled-with admiration, and having 
much fatisfa&ion in the changes that had happened 
thro’ his means, did fuch. things,as will perpetuate his 
memory to ad ages. Firft, he Tent for his ton Amin, 
and told him, that he was informed o f his fecret mar- 
iniage, and how he had wounded Amine upon a very 
flight caufe. Upon this the prince did not wait for 
his father’s commands, but received her again imme­
diately.

After which the caliph declared, that he would give 
bis own heart and hand to Zobeide, and offered the 
other three Afters to the Calenders, that were kings fons ! 
who accepted them for their brides with a great deal o f 
jo y . The caliph affigned each of them a magnificent 
palace in the city o f Bagdad, promoted them to the 
higheft dignities of his empire, and admitted them to 
his counfels.

The town clerk of Bagdad being called, with wit- 
neffes, wrote the contrafts of marriage ; and the famous 
caliph Hatoun Alrafchid, by making the fortune of fo 
many perfons that had undergone fuch incredible cala­
mities, drew a thoufand blefiings upon himfelf,
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The Story o f  Sitidoad, the Sailor.

DInarzade having awaked her lifter the Sultanefs, as 
ufual, and prayed her to tell her another ftory, 

Scheherazade aiked leave of the Sultan, and having 
obtained it, began thus :

Sir, in the reign o f the fame caliph Haroun Alraf- 
chid, whom I formerly mentioned, there lived at Bagdad 
a poor porter called Hindbad. One day, when the 
weather was exceilive hot, he was employed to carry a 
heavy burden, from one end o f the tor, n to the other. 
Being very w eary, and having dill a great way to go, 
lie came into a ftreet, where a delicate weftern breeze 
blew on his face, and the pavement of the ftreet being 
iprinkled with rofe-water, he Could not defire a better 
place to reft in . Therefore, laying off his burden, he 
fat down by it ,  near a great houfe.

He was m ightily pleafed that he ftopt in this place ; 
foran agreeable fmell o f wood o f aloes and of peltils 
that came from the houfe, mixing with the fcent o f the 
rofe-water, did completely perfume and embalm the 
air. Beiides, he heard from within, a concert offeveral 
forts o f inftrumental muiick, accompanied with the har­
monious notes o f  nightingales, and other birds, peculiar 
to that climate. This charming melody, and the fmell 
o f feveral forts o f  viduals, made the porter to think 
that there was a feaft, and great rejoicings within. H is 
occafions leading him feldom that way, he knew not 
who dwelt in the houfe : But to fatisfy ids curiofity, he 
went to fome o f  the fervants, whom he faw {landing at 
the gate in magnificent apparel, and aiked the name o f  
the mafter o f the houfe. How, replied o n e 'o f thenr, 
do you live in Bagdad, and know not that this is the 
houfe of fignar Sindbad, the failor, that famous travel­
ler., who has failed round the world? The porter, who 
had heard of this Sindbad’s riches, couid not but envy a 
man whofe condition he thought to be as happy as his 
own was deplorable : And his mind being fretted with 
thofe refledhons, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and 
fays, loud enough to be heard, Alm ighty creatorof all 
things, conftder. the difference between Sinbad and me !

I am



I am every day expofed to fatigues and calamities, and 
can fcarce ge.t coarfe barley-bread for myfelf and my 
fam ily, wliilii happy Sindbadprofufely expends immenfe 
riches, and leads a life of continual pleafure. W hat 
has he done to obtain from thee a lot fo agreeable.' 
And what have I done to deferve one fo miferable ? 
H aving finilhed his expoliulation, he ftruck his foot 
again!! the ground, like a man fwallowed up of grief 
and defpair.

W h illl the porter was thus indulging his melancholy^ 
a fervant came out of the noufe, and taking him by 
the arm, bid him follow him, for lignor Sinbad his 
mailer, wanted tofpeak with him.— Here day, begin­
ning to appear, Scheherazade broke off her ftory, but 
refumed it again next morning as follows :

The Seventieth Night.

S I your majeffy may eafily imagine., that poo't 
Hiildbad was net a little furprizecl at this compli­

m ent; for, confideringwhat he had faid, he was afraid 
Sinbad had fent for him to punilh him: therefore- 
he would have excufed himfelf, alledging, That he 
could not leave his burden in the middle of the ftreet. 
But Sindbad’s fervants allured him they would look to 
it, and preffed the porter fo, that he was obliged to 
y ie ld .

T h e  fervants brought him into a great hall, where 
abundance o f people fat round a table, coyered with 

* all lbrts of fine dilhes. At the upper end there fat a 
grave, comely, venerable gentleman, with a long white 
beard, and behind him Hood a number c f  officers and 
domeflics, all ready to ferve him. This grave gentle­
man was Sindbad. The porter, whofe fear was increafed 
at the fight o f fo many people, and of a banquet fo 
fumptuous, faluted the company trembling. Sindbad. 
bid him draw near, and fetting him down at his right 
hand, ferved him himfelf, and gave him excellent wine, 
o f  which there was a good ftore upon the fide-board.

When dinner was over, Sindbad began his difcourfe 
to- Hindbad ; and calling him brother, according ro 

. the manner of the Arabians, when they are familiar one 
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with another, he afeed him his name and employment. 
Signor, anfwered he, my name is Hindbad. I am very 
glad to fee you, replies Sindbad ; and I dare fay the 
lame for all the cumpany : But I would be glad to hear 
from your own mouth, what it is you faid awhile ago 
in the ftreet. For Sindbad had heard it himfelf thro’ • 
the window, before he fat down at table, and that oc- 
cafioned his calling for him.

Hindbad, being furprized at the queftion, hung down 
his head, and replied, Signor, 1 confefs that my weari- 
nefs put me out of humour, and occafioned me to fpeak 
fome indifcreet words, which I beg you to pardon. 
Oh, don’ t you think I am fo unjuft, replies Sindbad, 
torefent fuch a thing as that ; I confider your condi­
tion, and in Head of upbraiding you with your com­
plaints, 1 am forry for you : But I mull; reftify your 
miftake concerning myfelf. You think, no doubt,r 
that I have acquired, without labour and trouble, the 
eafe and conveniency which I now enjoy. But don’t 
miftake yourfelf, I did not attain to this happy condi­
tion, without enduring more trouble of body and mind, 
forfeveral years, than can well be imagined. Yes, gen­
tlemen, adds he, fpeakingto the whole company, lean  
allure yon, m y troubles were fo extraordinary, that 
they were capable o f difeouraging the moft covetous 
man from undertaking fuch voyages as I did, to acquire 
riches. Perhaps you have never heard a diftindl account 
of my wonderful adventures and dangers I met with, 
in my feven voyages ; and lince I have this opportunity, 
lam  willing to give you a faithful account of them, not 
doubting buf it  will be acceptable.

And becaufe Si ndbad was to tell this ftory particularly 
upon the porter’s account, he ordered his burden to be 
carried to the place appointed : ancLbegan thus:

<lije Story of Sindbad, the Sailor.

His Firjl Voyage.

MY  father left me a confiderable eftate, moft part 
of which I fpent in debauches, during my youth ; 

b u tl perceived my error, and called to m in d that riches



were perifhable, and quickly confumed by fuch ill huf- 
bands as myfelf. I farther confidered, that by my ir­
regular way of living, I wretchedly mis-pent my tim e, 
which is the moft valuable thing in the world. I remem­
bered the faying of the great Solomon, which I had fre­
quently heard from my father, That death is more to­
lerable than poverty. Being ftruck with thofe reflec­
tions, I gathered together the ruins of my eftate, and 
fold all my moveables in. the publick market to the 
highelt bidder. Then I entered into a contrail with*’ 
fome merchants that traded by fea : I took the advice 
o f  fuch as 1 thought moft capable to give it me : And, 
refolving to improve what money I had, I went toBal- 
fora, a port on the Perfian gulph, and embarked with- 
feveral merchants, who joined with me to fit out a fhip 
on purpofe.

W e fet fail, and fleered our courfe towards the Eaft- 
Indies, through the Perfian gulph, which is formed by 
the coafts o f Arabia Felix on the right, by thofe o f 
Perfia on the left, and, according to common account, 
is feventy leagues at the broadeft place. The eaftern 
fea, as well as that of the Indies, is very fpacious. It 
is bounded on one fide by the coafts of Abyffinia, and 
is 4500 leagues in length to the ifles of Vakvak*. A t 
firft, I was troubled with the
fea-ficknefs, but fpeedily re- * Thefe ijlands ac- 
covered my health, and was not cording to the Arabi- 
aftervvards troubled with that ans, are beyond China % 
difeafe. and are fo called from

In our voyage we touched at a tree •which bears 
feveral iflands, where we fold a fruit of that name. 
or exchanged our goods. One They are, without 
day, vvhiift under fail, we were doubt, the ifles o f f a -  
becalmed near a little ifland, fan-, but they are not 
even almoft with the furface however, fo fa r  from 
o f the water, which refembled AbyJJinia. 
a green meadow. The captain
ordered his fails to be furled, and fufrered fuch perfons ' 
as had a mind, to land upon the ifland, amongft whom 
I  was one.

But while we were diverting ourfelves with eating 
and drinking, and rcfrefhing ourfelves from the fatigue
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of the fea, the ifland trembled all o f a fudden, and 
ihook us terribly.

Here Scheherazade flopped, beeaufe day appeared, 
but returned her difcourfe next morning as follows :

The Se<ve>rty-JsrJi Night.

S
IR , Sindbad purfued his ftory thus : They perceived 

the trembling o f the ifland on board the Ship, and 
called us to re-embarkr fpeedily, or we fhould all be 
loft; for what we took for an ifland, was only the back 

of a whale. The nimbleft got into the floop, others 
betook themfelves to fwimming; but for my part, I 
was ftill upon the back of the whale when he dived 
into the fea, and had time only to catch hold o f a piece 
of wood that we had brought out of the ihip to make a 
fire. Mean while, the captain, having received thofe 
on board who were in the floop, and taken up feme of 
thofe that fwam, refolved to improve the favourable gale 
that was juft rifen, and hoifling his fails, purfued his 
voyage, fo that it was impoflible to recover the fliip.

Thus was I expoied to the mercy of the waves, and 
ftruggled for my life all the. reft o f the day and the fol­
lowing night. N ext morning I found my ftrength gone, 
and defpaired o f faving my life, when a wave threw me 
happily again ft an ifland. The bank was high and ru g­
ged, fo that I could fcarcely have got up, had it no: 
been for fome roots o f trees, which fortune feemed to 
have preferved in this place for my fafety. Being got up, 
1 lay down upon the ground half dead, until fuch tim e 
as the fun appeared. Then, though i  was very feeb le , 
both by reaion o f my hard labour and want o f vidiuala, 
I crept along to fee for fome herbs fit to eat, and had 
not only the good luck to find fome, but likewife a 
fpring of excellent water, which contributed much to 
recover me. After this I advanced farther into the 
ifland, and came at laft into a fine plain, where I per­
ceived a horfe feeding at a great diftance. |  went to­
wards him between hope and fear, not knowing whether 
I  was going to lofe my life, or fave it. When I came 
near, 1 perceived it to be a very fine mare, tied to a 
flake. W hilft I looked upon her, I heard the voice o f a 
man from under ground, who im m ed iately appeared to

m e ,



m e, and afked who I was ? I gave him an account o f 
my adventure, after which, taking me by the hand, he 
led me into a cave, where there were feveral other peo­
ple, no lefs amazed to fee me than I was to fee them.

I eat fome vidluals which they offered me, and then, 
having afked them what they didinfuch a defert place ? 
T hey anfwered, that they were grooms, belonging to 
king M ihrage, fovereign of the ifland* and that every 
year, at the fame feafon, they brought thither the king’s 
m ares, and fattened them as I faw that mare, until they 
were covered by a horfe that came out of the fea, who, 
after he had done fo, endeavoured to deffrpy the mares; 
but they hindered him by their noife, and obliged him 
to return to the fea; after which, they carried home 
the mares, whofe foals were kept for the king’s ufe, 
and called fea-horfes. They added, that they were to 
get home to-morrow, and had I been One day later, I 
mult have periflied, becaufe the inhabited part o f the 
ifland was at a great diflance, and it would have 
been impoffible for me to have got thither without a 
guide.

W hilft they entertained me thus, the horfe came out 
of the fea, as they had told me, covered the mare, and 
afterwards would have devoured her ; but upon a great 
noife made by the grooms, he left her, and went back 
to the fea.

N ext morning they returned with their mares to the 
capital o f the ifland, took me with them, andprefented 
me to king Mihrage. He afked me who I was ? By 
what adventure I came into his dominions ? And, after 
I had fatisfied him, he told me he was much concerned 
for my misfortune, and at the fame time ordered that 
I  fhould want nothing which his officers were fo o-ene- 
rous and careful as to fee exa&ly fulfilled.

Being a merchant, I frequented men o f my own pro- 
feffion, and particularly enquired for thofe who were 
ltrangers, i f  perhaps 1 might hear any news from Bag­
dad, or find an opportunity to return thither. For king 
M ihrage’s capital is fituated on the bank of the fea, 
and lias a fine harbour, where fhips arrive daily from 
the different quarters o f the world. I frequented alfo 
{he fociety of the learned Indians, and took delight to
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hear them difcourfe ; but withal, I took care to make 
my court regularly to the king, and converfed with the 
governors and petty kings', his tributaries, that were 
about him. They alked me a thousand queflions about 
my country ; and 1 being willing to inform myfelf as- 
to their laws and cuftoms, alked them every thing which 
I thought worth knowing.

There belongs to this king an illand named Caffel 
they allured me, that every night a noife of drums was 
heard there, whence the mariners fancied, that it was 

the refidence o f D egial*. Iliad
* Degial to the Ma- a great mind to fee this wonder- 

hometans is the fame ful place, and in my way thither * 
•with Antichrifi to us. faw filhes of ioo  and 200 cubits 
According to them he is long, that occafion more fear 
to appear about the end than hurt; for they are fo fear- 
o f the world, and •will ful, that they will fly upon the 
conquer all the earth, rattling o f two flicks or boards. 
except Mecca, Medina, I faw likewife other filhes about 
Tarfus, and Jerufalem, a cubit in length, that had 
that are to be prej'erased heads like owls. 
by angels, which he As I was one day at the port- 
Jhall fee round them. after my return, a fhip arrived, 

and as foon as fhe call anchor, 
they began to unload her, and the merchants on board 
ordered their goods to be carried into the magazine. As 
I  call my eye uponfome bales, and looked to the name,.
I  found my own, and perceived the bales to be the fame 
that I had embarked at Balfora. I alfo knew the cap- 
ta in ; but being perfuaded that he believed me to be 
drowned, I  went, and alked him whofe bales thefe were l 
He replied, that they belonged to a merchant of Bagdad, 
called Sindbad, who came to fea with him ; but one day* 
being near an illand, as we thought, he went aihore, 
with feveral other paflengers, upon this fuppofed illand, 
which was only a monfirous whale, that lay afleep 
upon the furface of the water: But as foon as he felt the 
heat of the fire they had kindled on his back, to drefs 
fome viftuals, he began to move, and dived under wa­
ter ; moil o f the perlons who were upon him perilhed, 
and among them unfortunate Sindbad. Thofe bales 
belonged to him, and lam refolved to trade with them,
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until I meet with fomeof his family, to whom I may 
return the profit. Captain, fays I, I am that Sindbad 
whom you thought to be dead, and thofe bales are mine. 
Here Scheherazade llopt till next morning, and went on 
as follows:

The Se-venty-fecond Night.

Sindbad purfuing the (lory, fays to the company, 
W hen the captain heard me fpeak thus, O heaven t 

fays he, who can we ever trull now-a-days i There is 
no faith left among men. I faw Sindbad perilh with my 
own eyes, and the paffengers on board faw it as well as 
I, and yet you tell me you are that Sindbad: What im* 
pudence is this? to look on you, one would take you 
to be a man o f probity, and yet you tell a horrible 
falfhood, in order to poffefs yourfelf of what does not 
belong to you. Have patience, captain, replied I, do 
me the favour to hear what I have to fay. Very well, 
fays he, Ipeak, I am ready to hear you. Then I 
told him how I  efcaped, and by what adventure I met 
with the grooms of king Mihrage, who brought me to 
his court.

H e began to abate of his confidence upon my dif- 
courfe, and was foon perfuaded that I was no ch eat: 
Tor there came people from his fhip, who knew me, 
made me great compliments, and teliified a great deal 
o f joy  to fee me alive. A t laft, he knew me himlelf, 
and embracing me, Heaven be praifed, fays he, for your 
happy efcape, I can’ t enough exprefs my joy for it ; 
there’s your goods, take and do with them what you 
w ill. I thanked him, acknowledged his probity, and 
in requital, offered him part o f my goods as a prefent, 
which he generoully refufed.

1 took out what was moil valuable in my bales, and 
prefented it to king Mihrage, who, knowing my m if- 
fortune, a/ked me how I came by fuch rarities ; I ac­
quainted him with the whole (lory. He was m ightily 
pleafed at my good luck, accepted my prefent, and 
gav e  me one much more confiderable in return. Upon 
this, I took leave of him, and went aboard the fame fnip, 
after 1 had exchanged my goods for the commodities 
o f  that country. I carried with me wood of aloes,
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fanciers, camphire, nutmegs, eloves, pepper, and gin­
g er. We paired by feverai ifiands, and at lait arrived 
at Balfora, from whence I came to this city, with the 

value o f  100,000 fequins*.
* The Turkifh f e - My fam ily and I received one 

quints about (js.Jier- another with all the tranfports 
. ling, that can happen from true and

fincere friendftiip. I bought 
Haves o f both fexes, line lands, and built me a great 
houfe. A nd  thus I fettled myfeif, refolving to forget 
the miferies I had fulfered, and to enjoy the pleafures 
o f  life.

Sindbad Hopped here, and ordered the m-uficians to go 
cn with their concerts, whichhis ftory had interrupted. 
The company continued to eat and drink till* the 
evening, that it was time to retire, when Sindbad fent 
for a purfe o f too fequins, and giving it to the 
porter, lays, Take this, Hindbad, return to your home,r 
and come back to-morrow to hear fome more o f my 
adventures. The porter went home aftonifhed at the 
honour done him, and the prefent made him. The 
relation o f  it was very agreeable to his wife and chi-1- 

'• dren, who did not fail to return thanks to God for what 
providence had fent him by the hand o f Sindbad.

Hindbad put on his bedclothes next day, and return­
ed to the bountiful traveller, who received him with a 
pleafant a ir, and carefled him m ightily. When all the 
guefts'were come, dinner was fet upon the table, and 

' continued along time. When it was ended, Sindbad, 
addreffinghim felfto the company, fays, Gentlemen, be 
pleafed to g ive  me audience, and liften to the adventures 
o f  my fecond voyage ; they better deferve your attention 
than the firft. Upon which eyery one held his peace, 
and Sindbad went on thus :

The fecond Voyage of Sind Sad, the Sailor,

IDefigned, after my firft voyage, to fpend the reft of 
my days at Bagdad, as I had the honour to tell, you 

yefterday ; but it was not long ere I grew weary o f a 
quiet life. M y inclination to trade revived. I bought 
goods proper for the commerce 1 defigned, and put to 
fea a fecond time with merchants o f  known probity.
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W e embarked on board a good fhip, and after recom­
mending ourfelves to God, fet fa il : We traded from 
iiland to iflaud, and exchanged commodities with great 
profit. One day we landed in an ifle covered with fe- 
vcral forts o f fruit-trees, but fo delert, that we could 
neither fee man nor beaft upon it. We went to tAke a 
little frefh air in the meadows, and along the ftreams 
that watered them. Whilft fome diverted themfelves. 
w ith gathering flowers, and others with gathering fruits, 
I  took my wine and provifions, and fat down by a ftream 
betw ixt two great trees, which formed a curious Ihade. 
1 made a very good meal, and afterwards fell afleep.
I can ’ t tell how long I flept, but when I awaked, the 
fhip was gone. Here Scheherazade broke d f, becaufe 
day appeared, but next night continued the ftory 
thus :

F̂he Seventy-third Night,

I
 Was very much furprized, fays Sir.dbad, to find the 

fhip gone. I got up and looked about every where, 
and could not fee one of the merchants who landed with 
me. A t laft I perceived the fhip under fail, but atfuch 

a diftance, that I loll fight of her in a very little time.
I  leave you to gueis at my melancholy refledions in 

this fad condition : I was like to die of grief: I cried out 
fad ly ; 1 beat my head and breaft, and threw myfelfdown 
upon the ground, where I lay fome time in a terrible 
agony, one abidin g thought being fucceeded by ano­

ther lhll more affliding, I upbraidedmyfelf anhundred 
tim es, for not being content with the, produd o f my 
firft voyage, that might very well have ferved me all 
m y life. But all this was in vain, and my repentance 
out o f  feafon.

A t laft I refigned myfelf to the will of God ; and not 
knowing what to do, l climbed up to the top of a great 
tree, from w'hence I looked about on all fides, to fee i f  
there was any thing that could give me- hopes. When 
I looked towards the fea, I could fee nothing but iky 
and water ; but looking towards the land, 1 faw fome- 
th in g  white ; and coming down from the tree, I took up 
what provifion I had left, and went towards it, the
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diftance being fo great, that I could not diftinguilh, 
what it was.

When I came nearer, I thought it to be a white bowl, 
o f  a prodigious height and bignefs; and when I came 
«p to it, I touched it, and found it to be very fmooth.
I went round to fee i f  it was open on any fide, but faw 
it was not, and that there was no climbling up to the 
top o f it, it  was fo fmooth. It was at leaft 50 paces 
round.

By this time the fun was ready to fet, and all o f a 
bidden the fky became as dark as i f  it had been covered 
with a thick cloud. I was much aftonilhed at this bid­
den darknefs, but much more when I found it occafion- 
ed by a bird o f a monllrous fize, that came flying to­
ward me. I remembered a fowl, called roc, that I  had 
often heard mariners (peak of, and conceived that the 
great bow l, which I fo much admired, mud need be its 
egg . In fhort, the bird lighted, and fet over the egg to 
hatch it. As Tperceived her coming, I crept clofe to the 
e g g , fo that I had before me one of the legs o f the bird,
that was as big as the trunk o f a tree ; I tied m yfelf
ftrongly to it  with the cloth that went round mjrturban, 

in hopes that when the *  roc

*  Mark Paul, in his nexC
, , ’  , would carry me with her out or

fraveh, and fa lh er  this defert ifland. And after
M a rtin i in  h is ht(lory of , t  i u • , ■■ having paired the mgnt m  this
C h in a , /peak o f  th is  1 , ■ y „
i- j  j  r ■ -a condition, the bird actually-
bird, ana /ay it  'w ill n 1
. , ’ J  1 , flew away next morning, as
take up an elephant, r ■ , , 0 • ,

, r , . r  ’  foon as it was day, and carried
ana a rhinoceros. r u- u .u . 1 u  . rme lohigh, that 1 could not lee

the earth ; fhe afterwards de­
fen d ed  all o f  a bidden with fo much rapidity that I loft 
my fenfes. But when the roc was fat, and that I found 
myfelf upon the ground, I fpeedily untied the knot, and 
had fcarce done, when the bird having taken upaferpent 
o f a monlfrous length in her bill, flew.ftraight aw ay.

The place where it left me was a very deep valley,, 
encompaffed on all fides with mountains fo high, that 
they feemed to reach above the clouds, and fo full of 
fteep rocks, that there was no poflibiiity to get out of 
the valley. This was a new perplexity upon me ; fo
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that when I compared this place with the defert ifland 
the roc brought me from, I found that I had gained no­
thing by the change.

A s I walked through this valley, I perceived it was 
ftrewed with diamonds, fome of which were of a fur- 
prizing bignefs. I took a great deal ofpleafure to look 
upon them ; butfpeedily Ifawatadiftancefuchobje&s as 
very much diminiflied my fatisfadtion, and which I 
could not look upon without terror ; that was a great 
number of ferpents, fo big, and folong, that theleaft o f 
them was capable of fwallowing an elephant. They re­
tired in the day-time to their dens, where they hid them- 
felves from the roc, their enemy, and did not come out 
but in the night-time.

I fpent the day in walking about the valley, refting 
m yfelf at times in fuch places as I thought molt com­
modious. When night came on, I went into a cave, 
where [ thought I might be in fafety; I flopped the 
mouth o f it, which was low and ftrait, with a great' 
ftone, to preferve me from the ferpents ; but not fo ex- 
aftly fitted as to hinder light from coming in. I  flip­
ped on part o f my provifions, but the ferpents, which 
began to appear, hilling about in the mean tim e, 
put me into fuch extreme fear, that you may eaflly 
im agine I did not fleep. When day appeared, the fer­
pents retired, and I came out o f the cave trembling; 
I can juftly fay, that I tvalked a long time upon dia­
monds, without having a mind to touch any o f them. 
A t laft I fat down, and notwithftanding my uneafinefs, 
not having lhut my eyes during the night, I fell afleep, 
after having eat a little more o f my proviflon. But I  
had fcarce lhut my eyes, when fomething, that fell by 
me with great noife, wakened me, and that was a 
great piece o f frelh m eat; and at the fame time I faw 
feveral others fall down from the rocks in different 
places.

I always looked upon it to be a fable, when I heard 
mariners and others difcourfe of the valley of diamonds, 
and of the ftratagems made ufe o f by fome merchants 
to get jewels from thence ; but then I found it to be 
true. For, in reality, thofe merchants come to the 
neighbourhood of this valley, when the eagles have

young
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young ones, and throwing great joints o f meat into the 
valley, the diamonds, upon whole points they/all flick 
to them ; tile eagles, which areftronger in this country 
than any where elfe, fall down with great force upon 
thofe pieces of meat, and carry them to their nells upon 
the top of'the rocks, to feed their young eagles with ; 
at which tim e the merchants, running to their nefts, 
frighten the eagles by their noife, and take away the 
diamonds that hick to the meat. And this ftratagem 
they make ufe o f to get the diamonds out o f the valley, 
which isfurrounded with fuch precipices that nobody 
can enter it.

I believed ever till then, that it was not poffible for 
me to get out o f this abyfs, which I looked upon as my 
grave ; but then 1 changed my mind ; for the falling in 
of thofe pieces o f meat, put me in hopes of a way of 
faving my life. Here day began to appear, wh'ch 
obliged Scheherazade to break off, but fine went on with 
itnejtt night as follow s:

t
The Seventy-fourth Night.

SI R , fays fhe to the Sultan, Sindbad continued th® 
ftory o f the adventure of his fecond voyage thus:

I  began to gather together the greateft diamonds that I 
could fee, and put them into the leather bag where I 
ufed to carry my provifions. I  afterwards took the lar- 
geft piece o f  meat I could find, tied it clofe round me 
with the cloth o f my turban, and then laid m yfelf upon 
the ground with my face downward, the bag o f  dia­
monds being tied faft to my girdle, that it could not 
poffibly drop off.

J had fcarce laid me down till the eagles came, each 
of them feized a piece of meat, and one o f  the ftrongeff 
having taken me up, with a piece o f  meat on my back, 
carried me to his neft on the top of the mountain. T h e  
merchants fell ftraightway a fhouting to frighten the . 
eagles ; and when they had obliged them to quit their 
prey, one o f them.-came to the neft where I was: He 
was very much afraid when he faw me ; but recover­
in g  himfelf, inftead of enquiring how I came -thither, 
he began to quarrel with me, and afked, why I Hole 
his goods? You will treat me, replied I , with more
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civ ility , when you know me better. Don't trouble 
yourfelf, I have diamonds enough for you and me too, 
more than all the other merchants together. I f  they 
have any, it is by chance; but I chofe myfelf in the 
bottom of the valley, all thofe which you fee in this 
bag ; and having fpoke thofe words, I fhewed them 
hint. I had fcarce done fpealcing, when the other 
merchants came trooping about us, very much afto- 
niftied to fee me, but they were much more furprized 
when I told them my Itory : Yet they did not fo much 
admire my ftratagem to fave myfelf, as my courage to 
attempt i t . ,

T h e y  carried me to the place where they Haiti all 
together, and there having opened my bag, they were 
Ikrpriaed at the largenefs o f my diamonds,' and con- 
fefled, that in all the courts where they had been, they 
never faw any that came near them. I prayed the 
merchant, to whom the neft belonged whither I was 
carried, for every merchant had his own, to take as 
many for his lhare as he pleafed : He contented himfelf 
with one, and that too the leaft o f them; and when I 
prefled him to take more, without fear of doing me any 
injury, N o, fays he, I am very well iatisfied with this, 
which is valuable enough to fave me the trouble p f  
m aking any more voyages, to raife as great a fortune 
as I delire.

I fpent the night with thofe merchants, to whom I 
told my Rory a fecond time, for the fatisfaftion of 
thofe who-had not heard it. [ could not moderate my 
joy, when I found myfelf delivered from the danger I 
have mentioned I thought myfelf to be in a dream, and 
could fcarce believe myielf to be out of danger.

T h e  merchants had thrown their pieces of meat into 
the valley for feveral days. And each of them being 
fatisfied with the diamonds that had fallen to his lot, 
we left the place next morning all together, and tra­
velled near high mountains, where there were ferpents 
ot a prodigious length, which we had the good fortune 
to txfcape. We took the firlt port we came at, and 
came to the ifle o f Roha, where the trees grow that 
y ie ld  camphire. This tree is fo large, and its branches 

To thick, that 100 men may eafily lit under its fhade.
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The juice, o f which the camphire is made, runs out 
from a hole bored in the upper part o f the tree, is re­
ceived in a veflel, where it grows to a confiftency, and 
becomes what we call camphire and the juice thus 
drawn out, the tree withers and dies.

There is in this iflahd the rhinoceros, a creature lefs 
than the elephant, but greater than the buffalo ; they 
have a horn upon their nofe, about a cubit long ; this 
hornisfolid, and cleft in the middle from one end to 
the other, and there is upon it white draughts, repre- 
fenting the figure o f a man. The rhinoceros fights with 
the elephant, runs his horn into his belly, and carries 
him off upon his head j but the blood and the fat o f the 
elephant running into his eyes, and making him blind, 
he falls to the ground ; and, that which is aftonilhing, 
the roc comes and- carries them both away in her claws, 
to be meat for her young ones.

I pafs over many other things peculiar to this ifland, 
left I fhould be troublefome to you. Here I exchanged 
fome of m y diamonds for good merchandize. From 
thence we went to other ifles, and at lalt, having touched 
at feveral trading towns of the firm land, we landed at 
Balfora, from whence 1 went to Bagdad. There I 
immediately gave great alms to the poor, and lived 
honourably upon the vaft riches 1 had brought, and 
gained with fo much fatigue. Thus Sindbad ended the 
itory of the fecond voyage, gave Hindbad another ico  
fequins, and invited him to come next day to hear the 
ftory o f the third. The reft o f the guefts returned to 
their homes, and came again the next day at the fame 
hour, and to be fure the porter did not fail, having by 
this time almoft forgot his former poverty. When 
dinner was over, Sindbad demanded attention, and 
gave them an account of his third voyage, as fo llow s:

Sindbad the Sailor’s third Voyage.

T HE pleafures of the life which I then led, foon 
made me forget the rifks 1 had run in my two 

former voyages ; but being then in the flower of my 
age, I grew weary of living without bufinefs, and har­
dening m yfelf againft the thought o f  any danger I 
might incur, I went from Bagdad with the richeft com­
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modules of the country, to Balfora. There I embark­
ed again with the merchants. W e made a long na­
vigation, and touched at feveral ports, where we drove 
a confiderable commerce. One day being out in the 
main ocean, we were attacked by a hotrible temped, 
which made us lofe our courfe. T h e temped continued 
feveral days, and brought us before the port of an 
illand, where the captain was very unwilling to enter ; 
but we were obliged to cad anchor there. When we 
had fu rl’d our fails, the captain told us, that this, and 
fomeother neighbouringi/lands, were inhabitedby hairy 
favages, who would fpeedily attack us ; and, tho’ they 
were but dwarfs, yet our misfortune was fuch, that we 
mud make no refidance, for they were more in number 
than the locuds; and if  we happened to kill one of 
them, they would all fall upon us and dedroy us.—- 
Here day beginning to appear, Scheherazade broke off 
her dory, and continued.it next night, as follows:

The Seventy-fifth Night.

T H IS difcourfe of the captain, fays Sindbad, put 
the whole company into a great condernation, and 
we found very foon to our cod, that what we had told 

us was but too true; an innumerable multitude o f 
• frightful favages, covered all over with red hair, and 

about two feet high, came fwimming towards us, and 
encompail'ed our lhip in a little time. They fpoke to 
us as they came near, but we underdood not their lan­
guage ; they climbed up the fides o f the lhip with fo 
much agility  a3 furprized us. W e beheld all this with 
a mortal fear, without daring to offer at defending our-, 
felves, or to fpeakene word to divert them from their 
mifchievous defrgn. In Ihort, they took down our fails, 
cut the cable, and hauling to the Ihore, made us all get 
out, and afterwards carried the lhip into another illand,: 
from whence they came. A il travellers carefully avoid­
ed that illand where they left us, it being very dange-: 
rous to day there, for a reafon you (hall hear anon, 
but vve were, forced to bear our a filiation with patience. 

W e went forward into the illand, where we found 
lome fruits and herbs to prolong our lives as long as we 
could; but we expe&ed nothing but death. As we 
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went on, v/e perceived at a dillance a great pile of 
building, and made towards it. We found it to be a 
palace, well built, and very high, with a gate o f  ebony 
o f  two leaves, which we thruft open. We entered the 
court, where we faw before us a vail apartment, with 
a porch, having on one fide a heap o f mens bones, and 
on the other a vail number of roafting fpits, We trem­
bled at this fpeCtacle, and being weary with travelling, 
our legs failing under us, we fell to the ground, being 
feized with a mortal fear, and lay a long time im­
moveable.

The fun was fct, and whilft we were in this lamen­
table condition juft now -mentioned, the gate o f  the 
apartment opened with a great noife, and there came 
out the horrible figure of a black man, as high as a tall 
palm-tree. He had but one eye, and that in the mid­
dle of his forehead, where it looked as red as a burning 
coal. H is fore-teeth were very long and fliarp, and 
came without his mouth, which was as deep as that of 
a horfe. His upper lip hung down upon his breail. 
His ears tefembied thofe o f an elephant, and covered 
his Ihoulders; and his nails were as long and crooked 
as the talons of the greatetl birds. A t the fight o f fo 
frightful a giant, we loll all fenfe, and lay like men 
dead.

A t laft we came to ourfelves, and faw him fitting in 
the porch looking at us ; when he had confidered us 
well, he advanced towards us, and laying his hand upon 
me, he took me up by the nape o f my neck, and 
turned me round as a butcher would do a fheep’s head ; 
lifter having viewed me well, and perceiving me to be 
fo lean that I had nothing but fkin and bone, he let me 
go. He took up all the reft one by one, viewed them 
in the fame manner, and the captain being the fatteft, 
he held him with one hand, as 1 would do a fparrow, 
and, thrufting a fpit through him, kindled a great fire, 
roafted, and eat him in his apartment for his fupper; 
which being- done, he returned to his porch, where he 
lay and fell afleep, fnoaring louder than thunder: He 
flept thus till morning ; for our parts, it was not poffi- 
ble for us to enjoy any reft, fo that we paHed the night 
in the moll cruel fear that can be imagined. Day being

come,



com e, the giant awaked, got up, went out, and left 
us in the palace.

When we thought him at a diftance, then we broke 
the melancholy filence we had kept all night, and 
every one grieving more than another, we made the 
palace to refound with our complaints and groans. 
Though there were a great many of us, and that we had 
but one enemy, we had not at firth the prefence of mind 
to think of delivering ourfelves from him by his death. 
T h is enterprize however, tho’ hard to put in execution, 
was the only defign we ought naturally to have formed.

W e thought upon feveral other things, but determined 
nothing ; io that fubmitting to what it fhould pleafe 
God to order concerning usr we fpent the day in run­
ning aboutthe illand, for fruit and herbs to iuftaia our 
lives. When evening came, we fought'for a place to 
lie in , but found none ; fo that we were forced, w he­
ther we would or not, to return to the palace.

T h e  giant failed not to come back, and fupped once 
more upon one of our companions, after which he flept, 
and fnoared till day, and then went out and left us as 
formerly. Our condition was fo very terrible, that fe­
veral o f my comrades defigned to throw themfelves into 
the lea , rather than die fo ftrange a death ; and thofe 
who were of this mind, argued with the reft to follow 
their example. Upon which one of the company an- 
fwered, That we were forbid to deftroy ourfelves : but 
allowing it to be lawful, it was more reafonable to 
think o f a way to rid ourfelves o f the barbarous tyrant, 
who defigned fo cruel a death for us.

H avin g thought of a projedt for that end, I com­
municated the fame to my comrades, who approved it. 
Brethren, fa id l, you know there’s a great deal o f tim­
ber floating upon the coalt: i f  you’ll be advifed by me; 
let us make feveral floats o f it that may carry us, and 
when they are done, leave them there till we think fitto 
make ufeof them. In the mean time, we will execute 
the defign to deliver ourfelves from the giant, and if  it 
fucceed, we may ftay here with patience till feme Ihip 
pafs by, that .may carry us out of this fatal illand ; but 

. i f  it  happen to mifearry, we will fpeedily get to our 
floats, and put to lea. I confefs, that by expofing our- 
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*elves to the fury of the waves, we run a rilk o f foEng 
our lives ; but i f  we do, is it not better to be buried in 
the fea, than in the entrails o f this monfter, who has 
already devoured two of us 1 M y advice was reliflied, 
and we made.floatscapable o f carrying three perlon* 
each.

W e returned to the palace towards the evening, and 
the g ian t arrived a little while after. We were forced 
to conclude on feeing another of our comrades roafted. 
But atlaft revenged ourfelves on the brutilh giant thus: 
After he had made an end o f  his curfed /upper, he Jay 
down on his back, and fell afleep. .As loon as we 

heard him fnore*, accerding to 
* It 'wouldfeem the his cuftom, nine of the boldefl 

Arabian author has among us, and myfelf, took 
taken this Jiory from  each o f us a fpit, and putting 
Homer’s Odyjfey. the points of them into the fire

.till they were burning hot, we 
thruft them into his eye all at once, and blinded him. 
The .pain occasioned him to make a frightful cry, and 
to get up, and fu etch out his hands, in .order to facrifice 
fome of us to his rage ; but we ran to fuch places as he 
could not find us, and after having fought for us in 
vain, he groped for .the gate, and went out, howling 
dreadfully.— Scheherazade flopped here, but next night 
refumed her flory thus :

’The Seventy Jtxth Night.

W E went out o f  the palace after the giant, con- 
tinuesvSindbad, and came to the fhpre, where 

we had left our floats, and put them immediately into 
the fea. W e waited till day, in order to get upon them, 
in cafe the giant came towards us with any guide o f  his 
own ipecies ; but we hoped i f  he did not appear by 
fun-riflng, and gave over his howling, wiiich we B ill 
heard, that he would d ie; and i f  that happened to be 
the cafe, we refolved to flay in that ifland, and not to 
rifk our lives upon the floats ; but day had fcarce ap­
peared, when we perceived our cruel enemy, accompa­
nied with two others almoft o f the fame fize, leading' 
him ; and a great number more coming before him 
with a very quick pace.

When



W'hen we faw this, we made no delay-, but-got imme­
diately upon our floats, .and. rowed off •from'-' the fhore. 
T h e giants,, who perceived this, took up great ftones, 
and running to the Ihore, entered the water up to the 
middle, and threw fo exa£Uy,, that they funk all the 
floats but that l was upon, and all my. companions, ex­
cept the two with me, were drowned,- We rowed with 
all our might, and got out of the. reach of the giants. 
But when we got out to fea, we were expofed to the 
mercy ot the waves and winds,., and tofled about fome- 
times on one fide, and fometimes on another, and fpent 
th^t night and the following day under a cruel uncer­
tainty, as to our fate; but next morning we had the 
good luck to be thrown upon an ifland, where we land­
ed w ith much joy. We found excellent fruit there,, 
that gave us great relief, fo that we pretty well reco­
vered our flrength.

In the evening we fell afleep on the bank of the fea, 
but were awaked by the noife o f a ferpent, as long as 
a palm-tree, whofe feales made a ruffling as he crept 
along. He fwallowed up one o f my comrades, npt- 
withffanding his loud cries, and the efforts he made to 
rid him felf from the ferpent; which, fhaking him fe- 
veral times againft. the ground, crulhed him. and we 
cotHd hear him gnaw and tear the poor wretch’s bones 
waen we had fled a great diitaoce from him. N ext 
day vve faw the ferpent again, to our great terror, when 
Icryed  out, O heaven, to what dangers are we expofed1 
We rejoiced yefterday at our having efcaped from the 
cruelty of a giant, and the rage of the waves, and 
now are we fallen into another danger altogether as 
terrible. °

As we walked about, we faw a large tall tree, upon 
which we defigned to pafs the following night, for our 
fecunty ; and having fatisfied our hunger with fruit we 
mounted it accordingly. A little while after, the ’fer­
pent came hilling to the root o f the tree, raifed itfelf 
ap againfl the trunk of it, and meeting with my com­
rade, who lat lower than I,.fwallowed him at once 
and went ofF.. *

I ftaid upon the tree till it was day, and then came 
down, more like a dead man, than one alive expeil 
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ing the fame fate with my*t\vo companions. This 
filled me with horror, fo that I was going to throw ^my- 
felf into the fea; bat nature prompting us to a defire 
to live as long as we can, I withftood this temptation 
todefpair, and fubmitted myfelf to the will o f God, 
who difpofes of our lives at his pieafure.

In the mean time I gathered together agreat quantity 
of final! wood, brambles, and dry thorns, and making 
them up into faggots, made a great circle with them 
round the tree, and alfo tied fome of them to the 
branches over my head, Having done thus, when the 
evening came, I ihut myfelf up within this circle, with 
this melancholy piece of fatisfa&ion, that 1 had neg- 
leded nothing which could preferve me from the cruel 
deflihy with which I was threatened. T h e ferpent failed 
not to come at the ufual hour, and went round the tree, 
feeking for an opportunity to devour m e, but was pre-' 
vented by the rampart I had m ade; fo that he fat till day, 
like a cat watching in vain for a moufe that hasretired, 
to a place o f  fafety. When day appeared, he retired 
but 1 dared not to leave my fort until the fun arole.

I  was fatigued with the toil he had pat me to, and 
fuffered fo much by his poifonous breath, that death 
feeming more eligible to me, than the horror o f fuch 
a condition, Icame down from the tree, and, not think­
ing on the refignation 1 had made to the will of God the 
preceeding day, I ran towards the fea, with a defign to 
throw m yfelf into it headlong.— Here Scheherazade 
fiopt, becaufe day appeared, and next night continued 
her ftory th u s:

Tht Seventy-fe-venlb Night.

SIndbad purfued the account of his third vpyage thus : 
God, lays he, took compaffion on my deiperate 

ftate ; for juft as I was going to throw myfelf into the 
fea, I perceived a fhip at a confiderable diftance. I 
called as loud as I could, and taking the linen from 
my turban, difplayed itj that they m ight oblerve me. 
T his had the defirtd effeft, . all the crew perceived me, 
and the captainfent me his boat. As foon as 1 came 
aboard, the merchants and feamen flocked about me, to 
know how 1 came into that defert iflan d ; and alter I

had



had told them all that befel me, the oldeft among them 
faid to me, They had feverai times heard of the giants 
that dwelt in that ifland, that they were cannibals and 
eat men raw as well as roafled ; and as to the ferpents', 
they added, that there were abundance in the ifle, that 
hid themfelves by day, and came abroad by night. A f­
ter having teftified their joy at my efcaping fo many 
dangers, they brought me the bell of what they had to 
eat ; and the captain, feeing that I. was all in rags, 
was fo generous as to give me one of his own fuits'. 
We were at fea for fome time, torched at feverai i (lands, 
and at laft landed at that of Salabat, where there grows 

. landers, a wood of great life in phyfick. We entered 
the port, and came to an anchoiV- The merchants 
began to unload their goods, in order to fell or exchange 
them. In the mean time, the captain came to itxd', 
and faid, Brother, I have here a parcel of goods that 
belonged to a merchant, who failed iome time on 
board this lhip, and he being dead, I defign to difpofe 
o f them for the benefit of his heirs, when I know 
them. The bales he fpoke o f lay on the deck, and 
fhewing them to me, he fays, There are the goods; 
I hope you will take care to fell them, and yob fhail 
have factorage. I thanked him that he gave me an 
opportunity to employ myfelf, becaufe 1 hated to be 
idle.

T h e  clerk o f rhefhip took an account of all the bales, 
with the names of the merchants to whom they belong­
ed. And when he afked the captain in whole name he 
fhpuld enter thofe he gave hint tile charge o f; Enter 
them, fays the captain, in the1 name of Sindbad the 
failor. 1 could not hear myfelf named without fome 
emotion, and looking lledfallly on the captain, I knew 
him to be the perfon, who, in my fecond voyage, 
had left me in the ill and where! fell afleep by a brook, 
and fet fail without me, or fending to fee for me# 
But L could not remember him at fir It, he was fo much 
altered fmce 1 faw him.

And as for him, who believed me to be dead, I  
could not wonder at his not knowing me. But, captain, 
fays I, was the merchant’s name, to whom thofe bales 
belonged, Sindbad? Yes, replies he, that washisname' 
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he came from Bagdad, and embarked on board my 
Blip at Balfora. One day, when we landed at an illand 
to take in water and other refrelhments, I know not by 
what mifiake, I fet fail without obferving that he did 
not reimbark with us ; neither I nor the merchants 
perceived it till four hours after. W e had the wind in 
our Hern, and fo frefh a gale, that it was not then pof- 
iible for us to tack about for him. You believe him 
then to be dead, fays 1 ? Certainly, anfwers- he. No, 
captain, fays I, look upon me, and you may know 
that I am Sindbad whom you left in that defert illand.
I fell alleep by a brook, and when I awaked, I found 
all the company gone. A t thefe words the captain 
looked ftedfaftly upon me. Here Scheherazade per­
ceiving day, biokeoffher ftory, and next day refumed 
it  thus :

The Seventy-eighth Night.

T HE captain, continued Sindbad, having conlider- 
ed me attentively, knew me at laft, embraced 

me, and faid, God be prailed that fortune has fupplied 
my defeft. There are your goods, which I always took 
care to preferve, and to make the bell of them at 
every port, where I touched. I rellore them to you 
with the profit 1 have made o f them. I took them 
from him, and at the fame time acknowledged how 
much I owed to him.

From the ilie ofSalabat, we went to another, where 
i furnilhed m yfelf with cloves, cinnamon, and other 
fpices. As we failed from that illand, we favv a tor- 
toife that was twenty cubits in length and breadth. 
W e obferved alfo a iifh, which looked like a cow, and 
gave milk, and its Ikin is fo hard, that they ufually 
make bucklers c f  it. 1 favv another, which had the 
fhape and colour of a camel. In Ihort, after a long 
voyage, 1 arrived at Balfora, and from thence returned 
to this city of Bagdad, with fo much riches, that I 
knew not w hit 1 had. I gave a great deal to the poor, ' 
and bought another great ellate to what I had already.

Thus Sindbad finiftied the hillory of his third voyage ; 
gave another too fequins to Hindbad, invited him to 
dinner again next day, and to hear the ftory of his

fourth



fourth voyage. Hindbad and the company retired; 
and next day, when they returned, Sindbad after din­
ner continued the liory of his adventures.

The Fourth Fojage of Sindbad, the Sailor,

TH E pleafures, fays he, and the divertifements I  
took after my third voyage, had not charms 

enough to divert me from another. I was again pre­
vailed upon by my palfion for traffic, and curiofity to 
fee new things. I therefore put my affairs in order, 
and having provided a ftock of goods fit for the places 
where I defigned to trade, I fet out on my journey. I 
took the way of Perfia, of which I travelled feveral 
provinces, and then arrived at a port, whercl embarked. 
W e fet fail, and having touched atfeveral ports of Terra 
Firm a, and forne of the eaftern iflands, we put out to 
Tea, and were feized by fuch a hidden gull of wind, as 
obliged the captain tofurlhis fails, and to take all other 
neceffaryprecautions to prevent the danger that tb reatned 
us. But all was in vain, our endeavours took no effedl, 
the fails were torn in a thoufand pieces, and the fhip 
was ftranded, fo that a great many of the merchants 
and feamen were drowned, and the cargo loft.

Scheherazade perceiving day, held her peace; but 
- refumed her ftory next night, as follows :

The Seventy-ninth Night.

I
 H A D  the good fortune, continues Sindbad, with 

feveral of the merchants and mariners, to get a 
plank, and we were carried, by the current to an ifland 
which lay before us. There we found fruit and foun­

tain water, which preferved our lives. We ftaid all 
night near the place where the fea call us afhore, with­
out confulting what we Ihouid do, our misfortune had 
difpirited us io much. .

N ext morning, as foon as the fun was up, we walked 
from the Ihore, and, advancing into the ifland, faw 
fome houfes, to whicn we w en t; and as foon as we 
came thither, we were encompafl'ed by a great number 
o f  blacks, who feized us, lhared us among them, and 
carried us to their refpeflive habitations.
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f, and five o f my comrades, were carried to one 
place ; they made us fit down immediately, and gave 
us ascertain herb, which they made figns to us to eat. 
M y comrades not taking notice that the blacks eat none 
of it themfelves, confulted only the fatisfying of their 
own hunger, and fell to eating with greedinefs. But 
I, fufpefling lome trick, would not fo much as tafte it , 
which happened well forme ; for in a little time after, 
I perceived, my companions had loft their fenfes, and 
that when they fpoke _to me, they knew not what they 
faid.

The blacks fed us afterwards with rice, prepared 
with oil o f cocoas ; and my comrades, who had loft 
theirreafon, eat o f it greedily. I eat o f it alfo, but 
very fparingly. The blacks gave us that herb at firft 
on purpofe to deprive us of our fenfes, that we might 
not be aware o f the fad deitiny prepared for us ; and 
they gave us rice on purpofe to fatten us : For, being 
cannibals, their defign was to eat us as foon as we 
gtdvv fat. They did accordingly eat my comrades', who 
were not fenfible o f their condition, but my fenfes 
being entire, you may eafily guefs, gentlemen, that 
inftead of growing fat, as the reft did, I grew leaner 
every day. T he fear of death under which I laboured, 
turned all my food into poifon. I fell into a languifh- 
ing diftemper, which proved my fafety ; for the blacks, 
having killed and eat up my companions, feeing me to 
be, withered, lean, and lick, deferred my death till ano­
ther time.

Mean while I had a great deal o f liberty, fo that 
there was fcarfce any notice taken of what 1 did, and 
this gave me an opportunity one day to g et at a diftance 
from the houfes, and to make my efcape. An old 
man, whofawm e, and fufpefted my defign, called to 
me as loud as he could to return; but inftead o f  
obeying him, l redoubled my pace, and quickly got 
out of fight. At that time there was none but the old 
man about the houfes, the reft being abroad, and not 
to come home till night, which was pretty ufual with 
them. Therefore, being fure that they could not come 
time enough to purfue me, I went on till night, when 
1 Hopped to reft a little, and to eat feme of the provi-
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Sons I had taken care o f ; hut I fpeedily fet forward 
again, ana travelled feven days, avoiding thole places 
which feemed to be inhabited, and lived for the mod 
part upon cocoa-nuts, which ferved me both for meat 
and drink. On the eight day I came near the fea, 
and faw all o f a fudden white people like niyfelf. ga­
thering of pepper, of which there was great plenty 
in that place ; this I-took to be a good omen, and 
went to them without any fcruple. Scheherazade broke 
off'here, and went on with the dory next night, as 
follows :

The Eightieth Night.

T HE people who gathered pepper, continued Sind- 
bad, came to meet me as Soon as they faw me, 

and a Iked me in Arabick, who I was, and whence l 
came ? I was overjoyed to hear them fpeak in my own 
language, and willingly fatisfied their curiotity, by g iv­
ing them an account of rrty (hipwreck, and how I fell 
into the hands of the blacks. Thofe blacks, replied 
they, eat men, and by what miracle did you efc.ape 
their cruelty ? 1 told them the fame dory I now told 
you, at which they were wonderfully furprizedf

1 daid with them till they had gathered their quantity 
o f  pepper, and then failed with them to the ifland 
from whence they came. They prefented me to their 
k in g, who vcas a good prince ; he had the patience to 
hear the relation o f my adventures, which Unprized 
him ; and he afterwards gave me clothes, and com­
manded care to be taken of me.

T he ifland was very well peopled, plentiful o f every 
thing, and the capital was a place of great trade. 
T his agreeable place of retreat was very comfortable 
to me after my misfortune, and the kindnefs of this 
generous prince towards me compleated my fatisfa&ion. 
Jn a word, there was not a perfon more in favour with 
him than myfelf, and by confequence ev. ry man in 
court and city fought how to oblige me ; fo that in a 
very little time, I was looked upon rather as a native 
than a Itranger.
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I obferved one thing, which to me looked very extra­
ordinary ; all the people, the kinghim felf not excepted, 
rode their horfes without bridle or flirrups. This made 
me one day to take the liberty to afk the king how that 
came to pafs ? His majefty anfwered, That 1 talked to 
him o f  things, which nobody knew the ufe o f in his 
dominions.

I went immediately to a workman, and gave him a 
model for m aking the flock o f a faddle. When that 
was done, I covered it myfelfwith velvet and leather, and 
embroidered it with gold. I afterwards went to alock- 
fmith, who made me a bridle according to the pattern I 
fhewed him , and then he made me a!fo fome flirrups. 
When 1 had all things compleated, I prefented them to 
the king, and put them upon one of his horfes. His 
majefty mounted immediately, and was fo mightily 
pleafed w ith them, that he teftified his fatisfaflion by 
large prefents to me. I could not avoid making feveral 
others for his minifters and principal officers o f his 
houfhold, who all o f  them made me prefents that en­
riched me in  a little time. 1 alfo made for the people 
o f  bell quality in the city, which gained me great re­
putation and regard from every body.

As I made my court very exactly to the king, he fays 
to me one day,Sindbad, 1 love thee; and all my fubjeas 
who know thee, treat thee according to my example. 
1 have one thing to demand o f thee, which thou mult 
grant. S ir , anfwered I, there’s nothing but what I 

- will do, as a mark o f  my obedience to your majefty, 
whole power over me is abfolute. I have a mind thou 
Ihouldit _marry, replies he, that fo thou mayft flay in 
my dominion, and think no more o f thy own country. 
I  dared not refill the prince’ s w ill, and fo he gave me 
one o f  the ladies of his court, a noble, beautiful, chafte, 
and rich lady. T h e  ceremonies o f marriage being 
over, I went and dwelt with the lady, and for fome 
time we lived together in perfect harmony. I was not, 
however, very well fatisfied with my condition, and 
therefore defigned to make my efcape on the firft oc- 
cafion, and to return to Bagdad ; which my prefent fet- 
tlement, how advantageous foever, could not make me 
forget,

While



W h ile I was thinking on this, the wife of one o f my 
neighbours, with whom 1 had contrafted a very ftrift 
friendlhip, fell fick, and died. I went to fee and 
comfort him in his afflidtion, and finding him fwallowed 
up with forrow, I faid to him as foon as I faw him, 
G od  preferve you and grant you a long life. A las! re­
plies he, how do you think I Ihould obtain that favour, 
you wilh me ? I have not above an hour to live. Pray, 
fays I , don’ t entertain fuch a melancholy thought; I 
hope it w ill not be fo, but that I (hall enjoy your 
com pany for many yeats. I wilh you, fays he, a lo n g  
life  ; but for me my days are at an end, for I muft be 
buried this day with my wife. This is a law which our 
anceftors eftabliffied in this illand, and always obferved 
i t  inviolably. The living hulband is interred with the 
dead wife ; and the living wife with the dead hulband. 
N o th in g  can fave me } every one muft fubmit to this 
law .

W h ileh e was entertaining me with an Account o f this 
barbarous cuftom, the very hearing of which frighted 
m e cruelly, his kindred, friends, and neighbours came 
in  a body to affift at the funerals. They put on the 
corpfe the woman’s richeft apparel, as i f  it had been 
her wedding-day, and dreffed her with all her jewels ; 
then they put her into an open coffin, and lifting it up, 
began their march to the place of burial. The hulband 
w alked  at the head of the company, and followed the 
corple. T h ey went up to a high mountain, and when 
they came thither, took up a great ftone, which cover­
ed the mouth of a very deep pit, and let down the 
corpfe with all its apparel and jewels. Then the 
hulband, embracing his kindred and friends, fuffered 
h im felf to be put into another open coffin without re- 
fiftance, with a pot o f water, and feven little loaves, 
and was let down in the fame manner they let down his 
w ife . T h e mountain was pretty long and reached to 
the fea. The ceremony being over they covered the 
hole again with the ftone, and returned.

It is needlefs, gentlemen, for me to tell you that I  
w as the only melancholy fpeflator o f this funeral, 
whereas the reft were fcarcely moved at it, the thing 
was fo cuftomary to them, I could not forbear fpeaking
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my thoughts o f this matter to the king : Sir, fays I, I 
cannot enough admire at the ftrange cuftom in this 
country, o f burying the living with the dead. I have 
been a great traveller, and feen many countries, but 
never heard o f fo cruel a law. What do you mean, 
Sindbad, fays the king, ’ tis a common law ? I (hall 
be interred with the queen, my wife, i f  fhe die firft. 
But Sir, fays I , may I prefiithe to demand of your 
fnajefty, i f  Grangers oe obliged to obferve this law ? 
"Without doubt, replies the king, (fniiling at the occa- 
fion o f my queifion) they are not exempted, i f  they be 
married in this ifland.

I went home very melancholy at this anfwer; for the 
* fear of my w ife’s dying firft, and thntl fhould be interred 

alive with her, occafioned me to have very mortifying 
refledlions. But there was no remedy, 1 mult have 
patience, and fubmit to the will of God. 1 trembled 
however at every little indifpofition o f my wife ; but 
alas! in a little time my fears came upon me all at 
once, for (he fell fick, and died in a few days.

Scheherazade (lopt here for that tim e, and refumed 
the thread o f her ltory next night thus :

The Eighty-JirJi Night•

Y O U  may judge at my forrovv, continues Sindbad';
to be interred alive, (eemed to me as deplorable 

an end, as to be devoured by cannibals. But I  mull 
fubmit, the king and all his court would honour the 
funeral with their prefence, and the moil confiderable 
people o f the city did the like. When ail was ready 
for the ceremony, the corpfe was put into a coffin, 
with all her jewels and magnificent apparel. T h e 
cavalcade was begun, and as fecond attor in this 
doleful tragedy, 1 went next the corpfe, with my eyes 
full of tears, bewailing my deplorable fate. Before I 
came to the mountain, 1 made an elfay on the minds 
of the fpe&ators : I addrefted myfelf to the king in the 
firlt place, and then to all thofe who were round me, 
and bowing before them to the earth, to kifs the 
border o f their garments, 1 prayed them to have 
compaffion upon me. Gonfider, faid I ,  that 1 am a

flranger,



ft ranger, and ought not to be fubjeet to this rigorous 
law , and that l have another wife and children in my 
own country*, it was to no
purpofe for me to fpeak thus, * He was a Maho- 
no foul was moved at it ; on metan, and they allow 
the contrary, they made hafte Polygamy. 
to let down my wife’s corpfe
into the p it, and put me down the next-moment in an 
open coffin, with a veil el full o f water and ieven loaves. 
In ihort, the fatal ceremony being performed, they co­
vered up the mouth o f the pit, notwithstanding the ex« 
cefs o f  my grief, and my lamentable cries.

A s I came near the bottom, I difcovered by help o f 
the little light that came from abore, the nature o f 
this fubterranean place ; it was a vail long cave, and 
m ight be about fifty fathom deep. 1 immediately 
fmelt an infufterable llench, proceeding from the mul­
titude o f dead corpfe, which! faw on the right and le ft; 
nay, I fancied that i heard fome of them iigh out their 
laii. However, when I got down, I immediately left my 
coffin, and getting at a diftance from the cerpie, held 
my nofe, and lay down upon the ground, where I llaid 
a long tim e, bathed in tears. Then reflefling on my 
fad lot, it is true, faid I, that God difpofes all t. ings 
according to the decrees of his providence ; but, poor 
Sindbad, art not thou thyfelf the caufe of thy being 
brought to die fo ftrange a death ? Would to God thou 
hadll perilhed in fome o f thofe tempefts which thou hall 
efcaped! Then, thy death had not been fo lingering, 
and terrible in all its eircumftancs. But thou hail 
drawn all this upon thyfelf by thy curfed avarice. Ah, 
unfortunate wretch! Shouldlt thou not rather have 
llaid at home, and quietly enjoyed the fruits o f thy 
labour ?

Such were the vain complaints with which I made 
the cave to echo, beating my head and ftomach out o f 
rage and defpair, and abandoning myfelf to the moll 
affti&ing thoughts. Neverthelefs I mull tell ye, that 
inllead of calling death to my aififtance in that miferable 
condition, I felt Hill an inclination to live, and to do 
a ll I could to prolong my days. I went groping about 

..with my nofe ftopt, for the bread and water that was
in



in my coffin, and took fome o f it. T h o ’ the darknefs of 
the cave was fo great that I could not diftinguiffidayand 
night, yet J always found my coffin again, and the cave 
feemed to be more fpacious and fuller o f corpfe than it 
appeared to me at firft. I lived for fome days upon 
my bread and water, which being all fpent, at laft, I 
prepared for death.— At thefe words Scheherazade left 
off, but refumed the ftory next night thus:

The Eigbty-fecond Night.

A S I  was thinking of death, continued Sindbad, I 
heard the Hone lifted up from the mouth o f th  ̂

cave, and immediately the corpfe o f  a man was let 
down. When men are reduced-to neceffity, it is natural 
for them to come to extreme refolutions. While they 
let down the woman I approached the place where 
her coffin was to be put, and as foon as I perceived 
they were covering again the mouth of the cave, I 
gave the unfortunate wretch two or three great blows 
over the head, with a large bone that I found; which 
fann ed, or, to fay the truth, killed her. 1 committed 
this inhuman aftion merely for the fake of her bread 
and water that was in her coffin, and thus I had pro- 
vilions for fome days more. When that was fpent, 
they let down another dead woman, and alive man; 
Ik ille d  the man in the fame manner; and, as goodluck 
would  ̂ have it for me, there was then a fort o f mor­
tality in the town, fo that by this means I did not want 
for provifions.

One day as I had difpatched another woman, I 
heard fomething walking, and blowing or panting as 
it walked. I advanced towards that lide from whence 
I  heard the noife, and upon my approach the thing 
puffed and blew harder, a s .'if it had been running 
away from me. I followed the noife, and the thing 
feemed to flop fometimes, but always fled and blew as 
I  approached. I followed it fo long, and fo far, till 
at laft I perceived a light, refembiing a ftar; I went 
on towards that light, and fometimes loft fight o f it, 
but always found it again, and at laft difcovered that 
it c'ame through a hole in the rock, large enough for a 
man to get out at.

6 Upon



Upon this, I flopped feme time to reft myfelf, being 
much fatigued with purfuing this difeovery fo fa il: 
Afterwards coming up to the hole, I went out at it, 
ancr found myfelf upon the bank of the fea. I leave 
you toguefs at the excefs of my joy : it was fuch, that 
I could” fcarce perfuade myfelf o f its being real.

But when I was recovered from my furprife, and con­
vinced o f the truth of the matter, 1 found the thing 
which I had followed, and heard puff and blow, to 
be a creature which came out of the fea, and was ac- 
cuftomed to enter at that hole to feed upon the dead 
carcafes.

I confidered the mountain, and perceived it to be 
fituated betwixt the fea and the town, but without 
any paffage or way to communicate with the latter, 
the rocks, on the fide of the fea, were fo rugged and 
lfeep . 1 fell down upon the fhore to thank God for 
this mercy, and afterwards entered the cave again to 
fetch bread and water, which I did by day-light with 
a better appetite, than I had done fince my interment 
in the dark hole.

I returned thither again, and groped about among 
the biers for all the diamonds, rubies, pearls, gold 
bracelets, and rich fluffs I could find ; thefe I brought 
to  the fhore, and tying them up neatly into bales, 
w ith  the cords that let down the coffins, I laid them 
together upon the bank, waiting till fome ftiip palfed 
b y , without any fear of rain, for it was not then the 
feafon.

A fter two or three days, I  perceived a fliip that 
had but juft come out of the harbour, and parted near 
the place where 1 was. I made a lign with the linen 
o f  my turban, and called to them as loud as X 
could : T hey heard me, and fent a boat to bring me 
on board, when the mariners alked by what misfor­
tune I came thither; I told them that I had fuffered 
fhipwreck two days ago, and made fhift to get alhore 
w ith  the goods they faw. It was happy for me that 
thofe people did not confider the place where I was, 
nor enquire into the probability o f what I told them ; 
but without any more ado,'took me on board with 
my goods. When I came to the Ihip, the captain,

was



Was fo well pleafed to have faved me, and fo much 
taken up with his own affairs, that he alfo took the 
ftory o f my pretended fhipwreck upon truft, and gene- 
roufly refufed fome jewels which I offered him.

W e palled by feveral iflands, and among others that 
called the ifle o f Bells, about ten days fail from Seren- 
dib, with a regular wind, and fix from that of Ke!a, 
where we landed. This ifland produces lead-mines, 
Indian canes, and excellent camphire.

The k in g  of the ifle o f K ela is very rich and potent, 
and the ifle o f Bells*, which is

* Now Ceilan, about two days journey in ex­
tent, is alfo fubjedt to him. The 

inhabitants are fo barbarous that they ftill eat human 
flefh A fter we had finifbed our commerce in that ifland, 
we put to lea again, and touched at feveral other ports; 
At] aft I arrived happily Bagdad with infinite riches, 
o f  which it  is needlefs to trouble you with the detail. 
Out of thankfulnefs to God for his mercies, I gave great 
alms for the entertainment o f feveral mofques, and for 
the fubfiftence o f the poor, and employed myfeif 
wholly in enjoying my kindred and friends, and making 
good cheer with them.

Here Sindbad finifhed the relation o f  his fourth voy­
age, which was more furprizing to the company than 
all the three former. He gave a new prefent o f 100 
fequins to Hindbad, whom he prayed to return with the 
reft next day at the fame hour, to dine with him and 
hear the ftory o f his fifth voyage. Hindbad and the 
reft o f his guefts took leave o f  aim, and retired. N ext 
morning when they all met, they fat down at table, 
and when dinner was over, hindbad began the relation 
o f  his fifth voyage as follows :

The Fifth  Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor,

TH E pleafures I enjoyed had again charms enough 
to matte me forget all the troubles and calam i­

ties 1 had undergone, witnout curing me of r iif jf lc li .  
nation to make new voyages. Therefore I bought 
goods, ordered'them to be packed up and loaded, and 

•»fat out with them, for the beft fea-port, and there, 
that 1 might not be obliged,to depend upon a captain,

but



but have a {hip at my own command, I ftaid till one 
w as built on purpofe, at my own charge. When the 
fhip was ready, 1 went on board with my goods: But 
not having enough to load her, 1 took on board me 
feveral merchants of different nations with their mer» 
chandize.

W e failed with the firft fair wind, and after a long 
navigation, the frit place we touched at was a defert 
ifland, where we found an egg of a roc, equal in bignefs 
with.that I formerly mentioned. There was a young 
roc in it juft teady to be hatched, and the bill of it began 
to appear.

A t thefe words Scheherazade ftopt, becaufe day be­
gan to enter the Sultan’s apartment; but next night 
ihe refumed her ilory thus:

The Eighty-third Night,

S I N D B A D  the failor, fays fhe, continued the re­
lation o f his fifth voyage as follows: The merchants, 

whom I had taken.on board my fhip, and who landed 
with me, broke the egg with hatchets, and made a hole 
in it, from whence they pulled out the young roc piece 
after piece, and roafted it. I had earneftly perfuaded 
them from meddling with the egg, but they would not 
liften to me.

Scarce had they made an end of their treat, when 
there appeared in the air at a conficterable diftance 
from -us, two great clouds. The captain, whom I  
hired to fail my fhip, knowing by experience what it  
meant, cryed that it was the he and fhe roc that belong­
ed to the young one, and prefled us to re'-embark with 
all {peed, to prevent the misfortune winch he faw would 
other wile befnl us. We made hafte to do fo, and fet 
fail with ail poffible diligence.

In tile mean time the two rocs approached with a 
frightful noife, which they redoubled when they faw 
the egg broke, and their young one gone. But having 
a'm ind to avenge themfeives, they flew back towards 
the place from whence they came, and difappeared for 
fome time, while we made all the fail we could, to pre­
vent that which unhappily befel us.

4 They



They returned, and we obferved that each o f rhess 
carried between their talons fton.es, or rather rocks, of a 
monftrous Hze. When they came direCUy over my fhip, 
they hovered, and one of them let fall a ftone, but by 
the dexterity of the fteerfman, who turned the fhip with- 
the rudder, it miffed us, and falling by the fideof the (hip, 
into the fea, divided the water fo, that we almoft could 
fee to the bottom. The other roc, to our misfortune,. 
threw the ftone fo exafily upon the middle of the ihip, 
that itfp litin  a thoufand pieces. The mariners andpaf- 
fengers were all killed by the done, or funk. I myfelf 
had the laft fate; but as I came up again, f  catched hold, 
by good fortune, o f a piece o f the wreck, and fwimming 
fometimes with one hand, and fometimes with the other, 
but always holding fall my board, the wind and the tide 
being for me, I came to an ifland, whofe bank was very 
fteep, I overcame that difficulty however, and got 
afhore.

J fat dovvn_upon the grafs, to recover myfelf a little 
from my fatigue, after which I got up and went inta 
the iftand to view it. It Teemed to be a delicious gar­
den. I found trees every where, fome of them bearing, 
green, and other’s ripe fruits, and ftreams offrelhpure 
water, with pleafant windings and turnings. I eat of the. 
fruits, which I found excellent; and drank of the water,, 
which was very pleafant.

Night being come, 1 lay down upon the grafs in a con­
venient place enough, but I could not fleep an hour at. 
a time, my mind was fodifturbed with the fear of being 
alone in fo defect a place. Thus I fpent beft part of the. 
night in fretting, and reproached m yfelf for my impru­
dence in not flaying at home, rather than undertaking, 
this laft voyage. Thefe refleftions carried me fo far, 
that I began to form a delign againft my own life, but 
day-light difperied thofe melancholy thoughts, and I. 
got up, and walked among the trees, but not without 
apprehenfions of danger.

When I was a little advanced into the ifland, I faw 
an old man, who to me feemed very weak and feeble. 
He fat upon the bank of a ftream, and at full I took, 
him to be one who had been fhipwrecked as myfelf. 
I  went towards him and faluted him, but he only

bovvei



Viewed his head a little. I afked him what he did there, 
but inftead o f anfwering me, he made a fign for me to 
take him upon my back, and carry him over the brook, 
fignifying that it was to gather fruit.

I  believed him really to Hand in need of my help, fo 
took him upon my back, and having carried him over, 
bid him get down, and for that end hooped, that he 
might get off with eafe ; but inllcad of that (which I 
laugh at every time I think on’ t) the old man, who to 
me appeared very decrepit, clafped his legs nimbly about 
my neck, and then I perceived his fkin to refemble that 
o f a cow. H e fat aftride me upon my fhoulders, and 
held my throat fo llrait, that I thought he would have 
llrangled me, the fright of which made me faint away, 
and tall down.

D ay appearing, Scheherazade was obliged to flop 
■ here, but purfued her ftory thus next night:

9 be Eighty-fourth Night.

N Otwithftanding my fainting, continued Sindbad, 
the ill-natured old fellow keptfaftaboutmy neck, 

but opened his legs a little to give me time to recover 
my breath. When I had done fa, he thruft one of his 
feet againft tny ilomach, and ftruck me fo rudely on the 
fide with the other, that he forced me to rife up againli 
my w ill. .Being got up, he made me walk under the 
trees, and forced me now and then to flop, to gather 
and eat fruit fuch as we found. He never left; me all 
day, and when I lay down to reft me by night, he laid 
himfelf down with me, holding always fait about my 
neck. Every morning he pulhed me to make me awake, 
and afterwards obliged me to get up and walk, and 
prefled me with his feet. You may judge then, gentle­
men, what trouble 1 was in, to be charged with fuch a 
burden as I could no way rid myfelf from.

One day I found in my way fevefal dry calebalhes that 
had fallen from a tree ; l took a large one, and, after 
cleaning it, prefled into it feme juice of grapes, which 
abounded in the ifland ; having filled the calebafh, I fet 
it in a convenient place, and coming hither again fqmc 
days after, I took up my calebafh, and fetting it to my 
mouth, found the wine to be fo good, that it made me

prcfently



prefently not only forget my forrow, but I grew vigo­
rous, and was fo light hearted, that I began to fing and 
dance as I walked along.

The old man, perceiving the effedl which this drink 
had upon me, and that I carried him with more eafe 
than I did before, made a fign for me to give hi.m fome 
of it. I  gave him the calebalh, and the liquor pleafing 
his palate, he drank it all off. There being enough o f 
it  to fuddle him, he became drunk immediately, and the 
fumes getting up into his head, he began to fing af­
ter his manner, and to dance with his breech upon my 
Ihoulders. His jolting about made him vomit, and he 
loofened his legs-from about me by degrees; fo finding 
that he did not prefs me as before, I threw him upon 
the ground, where he lay without motion, and then I 
took up a great Hone, with which I crulhed his head to 
pieces.

I was extremely rejoiced, to be freed thus for ever 
from this curfed old fellow, and walked upon the bank 
o f the fea, where I met the crew of a {hip that had call 
anchor, to take in water to refrelh themfelves. They 
were extremely furprized to fee me, and to hear the 
particulars of my adventures. You fell, faid they, into 
the hands o f the old man o f the fea, and are the firft 
that ever efcaped llrangling by him. He never left 
thofe he had once made him felf mailer of, till he de- 
ftroyed them, and he has made this ifiand famous by the 
number o f men he has flain ; fo that the merchants and 
mariners who landed upon it, dared not to advance 
into the ifiand but in numbers together.

After having informed me o f thofe things, they car­
ried me with them to the fhip ; the captain received me 
with great fatisfadlion, when they told him what had 
befallen me. He put out again to fea, and after foir.e 
days fail, we arrived at the harbour of a great c ity , 
whofe boufes were built with good (lone.

One of the merchants of the Ihip, who had taken me 
into his friendthip, obliged me to go along with him, 
and carried me to a place appointed for a retreat for 
foreign merchants. H egave me a great bag, and having 
recommended me to fome people of the town, who ul'ed 
to gather cocoas he defired them to take me with them

to



to do the like ; Go, fays he, follow them, and do as 
you fee them do, and don’t feparate from them, other- 
wife you endanger your life. Having thus fpoke, he 
gave me proviftons for the journey, and 1 went with 
them.

W e came to a great foreft o f trees, extreme ftrait 
and tall, and their trunks were fo fmooth, that it was 
not poffible for any man to climb up to the branches 
that bore the fruit. All the trees were cocoa-trees, and 
when we entered the foreft, we faw a great number o f 
apes o f feveraliizes, that fled as foon as they perceived 
us, and climbed up to the top of the trees with furpriz- 
ing fwiftnefs.

Scheherazade would have gone on, but day appearing 
prevented her, and next night ihe refumed her difcourfe 
as follows : .

The Eighty-fifth Night.

T H E merchants with whom I was, continued Sind- 
bad, gathered Hones, and threw them at the apes 

on the top o f the trees, f  did the fame, atid'the apes 
out of revenge threw cocoa-nuts at us as fall, and with 
fuch geftures, as fufficiently teftified their anger and re- 
fentrnent ; we gathered up the cocoas, and from time to 
tim e threw ftones to provoke the apes; fo that by this 
ftratagem we filled our bags with cocoa-nuts, which it 
had been impoflible for us to have done otherwife.

When we had gathered our number, we returned to 
the city, where the merchant, who fent me to the foreft, 
gave me the value of the cocoas I brought: Go on, 
fays he, and do the like every day, until you have got 
money enough to carry you home. I thanked him for 
his good advice, and infenfibly gathered together fo 
many cocoas as mounted to a confiderable fum.

The veil'd in which I came, failed with merchants, 
who loaded her with cocoas. J expe£led the arrival o f 
another, which landed fpeedily for the like loading. I- 
embarked on board the fame all the cocoas that belong- - 
ed to me, and when ihe was ready to fail, ] went and 
took leave of the merchant, who had been fo kind to 
me ; but he could not embark with me, becaufehe had 
not finilhed his affairs.



W e fet fail towards the iflands where pepper grows 
in great plenty. From thence we went to the ifle of 

Comari*, where the belt fort o f 
* This ijland, or wood o f aloes grows, and whofe 

feninfula.ends at the inhabitants have made it an in- 
cape, which we now violable law to themfelves ta 
call cape Comorin. It  drink no wine, nor to fuffer any 
is alfo called Comar place of debauch. I exchanged 
and Camor. my cocoas in thofe two iflands

for pepper and wood of aloes, and 
went with other merchants a pearl-filhing. I  hired di­
vers; who fetched me up thofe that were very large and 
pure. I  embarked joyfully in a veflel that happily ar­
rived at Balfora ; from thence I returned to Bagdad, 
where I made vaft fums o f  my pepper, wood of aloes, 
and pearls. I gave the tenth o f my gains in alms, as I 
had done upon my return from other voyages, and en­
deavoured to eafe m yfelf from my fatigues, by diver- 
lions o f all forts.

When Sindbad had done his llory, he ordered one 
hundred fequins to Hindbad, who retired with all the 
Other guefts ; but next morning the fame company re­
turned to dine with rich Sindbad; who, after having 
treated them as formerly, demanded audience, and gave 
the following account o f his flxth voyage.

The Sixth Voyage o f  Sindbad, the Sailer.

G Entlem en, fays he, you long without doubt to know 
how, after being lhipwrecked five times, and 

efcaping fo many dangers, I  could refolve again to try 
my fortune, and expofe m yfelf to new hardlhips. I am 
aftonilhed at it m yfelf, when I think on’t, and mull 
certainly have been induced to it by my liars. But be 
that how it will, after a year’s reft, I prepared for a 
fixth voyage, notwithftanding the prayers ofmy kindred 
and friends, who did all that was poffible to prevent 
me.

Inftead of taking my way by the Perfian gulph, T 
travelled once more thro’ feveral provinces of Perfia 
and the Indies, and arrived at a fea-port, where I em­
barked on board a Ihip, the captain o f which was re- 
folved on a long voyage.



I t  was very long indeed, but, at the fame time, fo 
unfortunate, that the captain and pilot loft their courfe, 
fo that they knew not wtiere they were. They found it 
at laft, but we had no ground to rejoice at it. We were 
all lei zed with extraordinary fear, when we faw the 
captain quit his poll, and cry out. He threw off his 
turban, pulled the hair of his beard, and beat his head 
like a madman. We alked him the reafon, and he an- 
fwered, that he was in the molt dangerous place of all 
the fea. A  rapid current carries the Ihip along with it, 
and we fhall all of us perilh in lefs than a quarter -of 
an hour. Pray to God to deliver us from this danger ; 
we can’t efcape it, i f  he don’ t take pity on us. A t 
thefe words he ordered the fails to be changed ; but all 
the ropes broke, and the Ihip, without being poflible 
to help it, was carried by the current to the foot o f 
an inacceffible mountain, where Ihe was run alhore, 
and broke to pieces, yet fo as we faved our lives, our 
provifions, and the beft o f our goods.

This being over, the captain fays to us, God has now 
done what he pleated ; we may every man dig our grave 
here ; and bid the world adieu; for we are all info fatal 

. a place, that none Ihipwrecked here did ever return to 
their homes again. His difcourfe afflitted us mortally, 
and we embraced one another with tears in our eyes, 
bew ailing our deplorable lot.

T he mountain at the foot o f which we were call, was 
the coaft o f a very long and large illand. This coaft 
was covered all over with wrecks, and by the vaft num­
ber o f  men’s bones, we faw every where, and which filled 
us with horror, we concluded that abundance of people 
had died there. It is alfo incredible to tell what a quan­
tity o f  goods, and riches we found call alhore'there. 
All thofe objedls ferved only to augment our grief.

1 . Whereas in all other places, rivers run from their chan­
nels into the lea, here a great river of frefn water runs 
out o f  the fea into a dark cave, whofe entrance is veiy 
high and large. What is moft remarkable in this place 
is, that the Hones of the mountain are o f cryftal, ru­
bies, or other precious ftones. Here is alfo a fort of 
fountain of pitch or bitumen, that runs into the fea 
which the fifties fwallow, and then vomit it up again.

V o l , J. M turned



turned into ambergris: and this the waves throw up or 
the beech in great quantities. Here grow alfo trees, 
mod o f which are wood o f aloes, equal in goodnefs to 
tftofe of Camari.

To finifh the defcription o f this place, which may 
well be called the gulph, fince nothing ever returns from 
it, it is not poffible for a (hip to get off from it, when 
once they come within fu.ch a diltance of it. I f  they 
be driven thither by a wind from the fea, the wind and 
the current ruin them ; and i f  they come into it, when 
a land-wind blows,, which mignt feem to favour their 
getting out again, the height of the mountain (lops the 
wind, and occafions a calm, fo that the force of the cur­
rent runs them aftiore, where they are broken to pieces, 
as ours was ; and that which completes the misfortune 
is, that there is no poffibility to get to the top of the 
mountain, or to get out any manner of way.

W e continued upon the lhore, like men out o f their 
fenfes, and expedted death every day. At (irlt we di­
vided our provifions as equally as we could, and fo 
every one lived a longer or (horter while, according 
to their temperance, and the ufe they made of their 
provifions.

Scheherazade perceiving day, left off fpeaking ; but 
next night (he relumed the (lory as follows :

The Eigbtj-Jixtb Night*

T H O SE  who died fir ft, continued Sindbad, were 
interred by the reft; and, as for my part, I paid 

the laft duty to all my companions : nor are you to 
wonder at this ; for betides that 1 hufbanded the pro- 
vifion that fell to my (hare better than they, I had pro­
vifions o f my own, which I did not lhare with my 
comrades; yet when I buried the laft, I had fo little 
remaining, that 1 thought I could not hold out long. 
So that I dug a grave, refolving to lie down in it, be- 
caufe there was none left alive to inter me. I mud con- 
fefs to you at the fame time, that while I was thus em­
ployed, 1 could not but reflect upon myfeif as the caufe 
of my own ruin, and repented that I had ever unuer- 
taken this laft voyage. Nor did I Hop at reflections 
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enly, but had well nigh haftened my own death, and 
began to tear my hands with my teeth.

But it pleafed God once more to take compaffion on 
me, and put it in my mind to go to the bank of the 
river which ran into the great cave, where, confider- 
ing the river with great attention, I faid to myfelf, This 
river, which runs thus under ground, muft come out 
fomewhere or other. I f  I make a float, and leave my­
felf to the current, it will bring me to fome inhabited 
country, or drown me. I f  I be drowned, I lofe no­
thing, but only change one kind of death for another ; 
and i f  1 get out o f this fatal place, I fhall not only avoid 
the fad fate o f my comrades, but perhaps find fome 
new occafion of enriching myfelf. Who knows but for­
tune waits, upon my getting off this dangerous Ihelf, 
to compenfate my fhipwreck with ufury.

A fter  this, I immediately went to work on a float. I 
made it o f good large pieces o f timber and cables, for 
I had choice o f them, and tied them togetherfo ftrong, 
that I had made averyfolid little float. When I had. 
flnifhed it, I loaded it with fome bales of rubies, eme­
ralds, ambergris, rock-cryftal, and rich fluffs. Having 
balanced all my cargo exadtly, and fattened them well 
to the float, I went on board it with two little oars that 
I  had made, and leaving it to the courfe of the river, 
I refigned myfelf to the will o f God

As foon as I came into the cave, I loft all light, and 
the dream carried me I knew not whither. Thus I 
floated fome days in perfedi darknefs, and once found 
the archfo low, that it very nigh broke my head, which, 
made me very cautious afterwards to avoid the like 
danger. A ll this while I eat nothing but what was juft 
neceflary to fupport nature; yet notwithllanding this 
frugality, all ray provifions were fpent. Then a plea- 
flag fleep feized upon me. I can’ t tell how long it 

j continued ; butwhen I awaked, I wasfurprized to find 
myfelfin the middle of a vaft country, at the brink o f 
a river, where my float was tied, amidft a great number 
of negroes. I got up as foon as 1 faw them, and falutei 

j them. They fpoke to me, but 1 did not underftand 
their language. I was fo tranfported with joy, that I  
knew not whether I was afleep or awake ; but being 
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perfuaded that I was not afleep, I  recited the following 
words in Arabick aloud : * C all upon the Almighty, he 
w ill help thee ; thou needed; not perplex thyfelf about 
any thing elfe: fhut thy eyes, and while thou art afleep, 
God will change thy bad fortune into good.’

One o f  the blacks, who underftood Arabick, hearing 
me fpeak thus, came towards me, and laid, Brother, 
don’ t be furprized to fee us ; we are inhabitants of this 
country, and came hither to-day to water our fields, by 
d iggin g little canals from this river, which comes out 
o f  the neighbouring mountain. We perceived fome- 
thing floating upon the w ater, went fpeedily to fee what 
it was, and perceiving your float, one of us fwam into 
the river, and brought it thither, where we fattened it, 
as you fee, until you ihould awake. Pray tell us your 
hiftory, for it mutt be extraordinary; how did you 
venture yourfelf into this river, and whence did you 
come? 1 begged of them firft to g ive  me fomething to 
eat, and then I would fatisfy their curiofity. They 
gave me feveral forts of food, and when I had fatisfied 
my hunger, 1 gave them a true account of all that had 
befallen me, which they liftened to with admiration. 
A s foon as I had finifhed my difcourfe, they told me, by 
the perfcsn who fpoke Arabick and interpreted to them 
what I faid, T h at it was one o f the moll furprizing 
fiories they ever heard, and that I mutt go along with 
them, and tell it  their king m yfelf; the king is too e x ­
traordinary to be told by any other than the perfon to 
whom it happened. I told them 1 was ready to do what­
ever they pleafed.

T h ey  immediately fent for a horfe, which was 
brought them in a little tim e ; and having made me get 
up upon him, fome o f them walked before me to Ihew 
me the w'ay, and the reft took my float and cargo, and 
followed me.

H ere Scheherazade was obliged to ftop, becaufe day 
appeared, but towards the clofe o f next night refumed 
the thread of her ftory th u s:

Tht



The Eighty-feventh Night.

W E marched thus all together, till we came to the 
city o f Serendib, for it was in that I Hand where 

I landed. The blacks prefented me to their king ; I 
approached his throne, and faluted him as I ufed to do 
the kings o f the Indies; that is to fay, I proftrated 
myfelf at his feet, and kiffed the earth. The prince 
ordered me to rife up, received me with an obliging air, 
and made me come up, and fit down near him. He 
firll afked me my name, and I anfwered, They call 
me Sindbad the tailor, becaufe o f the many voyages I 
had undertaken, and that I was a citizen of Bagdad. 
But, replies he, how came you into my dominions, and 
from whence came you laft ?

I concealed nothing from the king ; I told him all 
that I have now told you, and his majefty was fo fur- 

• prized and charmed with it, that he commanded my ad­
venture to be written in letters of gold, and laid up in 
the archives o f his kingdom. At laft my float was 
brought in , and the bales opened in his prefence : he 
admired the quantity of wood o f aloes and ambergris, 
but, above all, the rubies and emeralds, for he had 
none in his treafury that came near them.

Obferving that he looked on myjevvels withpleafure, 
I  and viewed the moft remarkable among them, one after 
3  another, I fell proftrate at his feet, and took the liberty 
v to fay to him, dir, not only my perfon is at your ma- 

jefty’s fervice, but the cargo o f the float, and! would 
beg o f you to difpofe of it as your own. He anfwered 
me with a fmile, Sindbad, I will take care not to covet 
any thing o f your’ s, nor to take any thing from you 
that God has given you ; far from leflening your wealth, 
Idefign to augment it, and will not let you go out o f  
my dominions without marks o f my liberality. A ll the 

| anfwer I returned was prayers for the profperity o f that 
prince, and commendations of his generofity and boun- 

* ty. He charged one of his officers to take care o f me, 
and ordered people to ferve me at his own charge. 
T h e  officer was very faithful in the execution of his or­
ders, and made all the goods to be carried to the lodg­
ings provided for me.



I went every day at a fet hpur to make my court to 
the k in g , and /pent the reft o f my time in feeing the 
city, and what was moll worthy o f  my cnriofity.

The ifle of Serendib * is 
* Geographers place fituated juft under the equi- 

it on this Jide the line, nodiial line ; fo that the days 
in thefirjl climate. and nights there are always o f 

twelve hours each, and the 
% The eafiern geo- i/land is eighty J parafangues 

graphers mak{ a pa- in  length, and as many in 
raj'atigue longer than a breadth.
French league. The  capital city Hands in the

end o f a fine valley, formed by 
a mountain in the middle o f the ifland, which is the 
higheft in the world. It is feen three days fail off at 
fea. There are rubies and feveral forts of minerals in 
it, and all the rocks for the moll part emerald, a metal- 
lineftone made ufe o f to cut and fmooth other precious 
ilones. There grow all forts o f rare plants and trees, 
efpecially cedars and cocoas. There is alfo a,pearl-fi/h- 
ing in the mouth of its river ; and in fome of its val­
leys there are found diamonds. I made, by way of 
devotion, a pilgrimage to the place whither Adam was 
confined after his banifhment from paradife, and had 
the curiofity to go to the top o fit;

When I came back to the city, I prayed the king to 
allow m e to return to my country, which he granted me 
in the moft obliging and moft honourable manner. He 
would needs foice a rich preftent upon me; and when 
I went to take my leave o f him, he gave me one much 
more confiderable, and at the fame time charged me 
with a letter for the commander o f the faithful, our 
fovereign, faying to me, I pray you give this prefent 
from me, and this letter to caliph Haroun Alrafchid, 
and affure him o f my friend/hip, I took the prefent 
and letter in a very refpectful manner, and promifed 
his majelly punctually to execute the commiffion with 
which he was pleafed to honour me. Beforel embarked, 
this prince fent to feek for the captain and the merchants 
that were to go with me, and ordered them to treat me 
with all pofiible refpeft.

The



The letter from the king of Serendib was written on 
the Ikin of a certain animal of great value, becaule or 
its being fofcarce, and of a yeilowifh colour, thecha- 
radldrs of this letter were of azure, and the contents thus:

“  The king of the Indies, before whom march ico 
“  elephants, who lives in a palace that lhines with 
“  100000 rubies, and whohas in his treafury 20000 
“  crowns enriched with diamonds, to caliph Ha- 
“  roun Alrafchid.

“  T h o ’ the prefent we fend you be inconfiderable 
“  receive it however as a brother and a friend, in con- 
“  fideration of the hearty friendlhip which we bear for 
«* you, and of which we are willing to give you proof. 
“  We delire the fame part in your Inendthip, confider- 
“  ing that we believe it to be our merit, being of the 
“  fame dignity with yourfelf. We conjure you thjs in 
•< quality o f a Brother. Adieu.”

The prefent confided in the firft place, of one fingle 
ruby made into a cup, about half a foot high, an inch 
thick, and filled with round pearls of half a dram each. 
2. O f the Ikin of a ferpent, whofe fcales were as large 
as an ordinary piece of gold, and had the virtue to pre- 
ferve from ficknefs thofe who lay upon it. 3. In 50000 
drams o f the beft wood of aloes, with 30 grains o f 
camphire as big aspiftachios. And 4. A  Ihe-flave or 
ravifiling beauty, whofe apparel was all covered over 
with jewels.

Thefhip  fetfail, and after a very long and fuccefsful 
navigation, we landed at Balfora, from thence I wenc 
to Bagdad, where the firft thing 1 did was to acquit rny- 
felf of my commiflion. Scheherazade llopt, becaufe day 
appeared, and next night proceeded thus:

The Eighty-eighth Night.

I
 Took the king of Serendib’s letter, continues Sind- 

bad, and went to prefent myfelf at the gate o f the 
commander of the faithful, followed by the beautiful 
fiave, and fuch of my own family as carried the preients. 

I  gave an acCouut o f the reafonof my coming, and was 
immediately condudledto the throne of the caliph. I  
made my reverence by proftration, and, after a iihort 
fpeech, gave him the letter and prefent. When he had 
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read what the king of Serendib wrote to him, he aiked 
me, i f  that prince were really fo rich and potent as he 
had faid ip his letter ? I prollrated myfelf a fecond time, 
and riling again, Commander o f the faithful, fays I ,
1 can allure your majefty he doth not exceed the truth 
on that head, I am witnefs of it. There is nothing 
more capable of raifing a man’s admiration, than the 
magnificence of his palace. When the prince appears 
in publick, he has a throne fixed on the back of an ele­
phant, and marches betwixt two ranks of his minifters, 
favourites, and other people of his court; Before him, 
upon the fame elephant, an officer carries a golden lance 
in his hand ; and behind the throne there is another, 
who Hands upright, with a column o f gold, on the top 
o f  which there is an emerald half a foot long, and an 
inch thick ; before him there marches a guard of 1000 
men, clad in cloth of gold and filk, and mounted on 
elephants richly caparifoned.

W hile the king i$ on his march, the officer, who is 
before him pn the fame elephant, cries from time to 
time, w ith a loud voice, Behold the great monarch, the 
potent and redoubtable fultan o f the Indies, whofe palace 
is covered with 100000 rubies, and who poffelTes 20000 
crowns o f  diamonds. Behold the crowned monarch 

greater than the great Solima#, 
* Solomon. and the great M ihragef. A f-
f  An ancient king ter he had pronounced thofe 

o f a great i f  and o f the words, the officer behind the 
fame name in the In- throne cries in his turn, T his 
dies and ‘very much monarch, fo great and fo pow- 

famed among the Ara- erful, mult die, muft die, mull 
h tansfor his power and die. And the officer before re- 
*:wifdom. plies, Praife be to him who

lives forever.
Farther, the king of Serendib is fo juft, that there are 

no judges in his dominions. His people have no need 
of them. They underftand and obferve juftice exactly 
of themfelves. The caliph was much pleafed with my 
difcourfe. The wifdom o f that k in g , fays he, appears 
in his letter, and after what you tell me, I muft confefs, 
that his wifdom is worthy of his people, and his 
people defetve fo wife a prince. H aving fpoken thus

he



he difcharged me, and fent me home with a rich pre­
sent.

Sindbad left off fpeaking, and his company retired,, 
Hindbad having firlt received 100 fequins; and next 
day they returned to hear the relation of his feventh. 
and laft voyage, as follows:

The Seventh and laji Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.

BE ing returned from my fixth Voyage, I abfolutely 
laid  afide all my thoughts of travelling any farther. 

F o r, belides that my years did now require reft,-1 was 
refolved no more to expofe myfelf to fuch rifk as I had 
run. So that l thought of nothing buttopafs the reft o f 
m y days in quiet. One day as 1 was treating a parcel o f 
m y friends, one of my fervants came, and told me, T hat 
an officer of the caliph’s alked for me. I rofe from the 
table, and went to him. The caliph, fays he, has fent 
m e to teli you, that he muft fpeak with you. I followed 
the officer to the palace, where being prefented to the 
caliph, I faiuted him by prcftrat'ng myfelf at his feet. 
Sindbad, fays he to me, 1 Hand in need of you ; you 
muft do me the fervice to carry my antwer and prefent 
to the k in g  of Sere.idib. It is but juft 1 Ihould return 
his civility .

T his command of the caliph to me was like a clap o f 
thunder. Commander of the faithful replied i ,  I am 
ready to do whatever your m .jefty ffiall think fit to com­
mand m e; butt befeech you moll humbly to confider 
what I have.,undergone. I have alfomadea vow nevep 
to go out of Bagdad. Hence 1 took otcafibn to g ive 
him a large and particular account of all my adventures, 
which henad the patience to hear out.

As foon as I had finifhed, I confefs, fays he, that the 
things you tell me are very extraordinary, yet you muft 
for my fake undertake this voyage which I propofe to 
you. You have nothing to do but to go the ifle o f  
Serendib, and deliver the commiffion which I give you. 
A fter that you are at liberty to return. But you mull 
g o ; for you know it would be indecent, and not fuit- 
able to my dignity, to be indebted to the king of that 
jfland. Perceiving that the caliph infilled upon it, I  
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fubmitted, and told him that I was willing to obey. He 
was very well pleafed at it ,  and ordered me 1000 fe- 
quins for the charge of my journey.

1 prepared for my departure in a few days, and as 
foen as the caliph’ s letter and prefent were delivered to 
me, I went to Balfora, where I embarked, and had a 
very happy voyage. I arrived at the ifle of Serendib, 
where 1 acquainted the k in g ’ s minifters with my com- 
miffion, and prayed them to get me fpeedy audience. 
They did fo, and I was conduced to the palace in art 
honourable manner, where I faluted the king by prof- 
tration, according tocuftom. T h at prince knew me 
immediately, and teflified very great joy to fee me. O. 
Sindbad, fays he, you are welcom e; Ifweartoyou I 
have many times thought ofyou ftnce you went hence, I 
blefs the day upon which we fee one another once more. 
I made my compliment to him, and after having thank­
ed him for his kindnefs to me, I  delivered the caliph's 
letter and prefent, which he received with all imagina­
ble fatisfadiion.

The caliph’s prefent was a compleat fet of cloth o f  
gold, valued at 1000 fequins. F ifty robes of rich Huff, 

- a hundred others o f white cloth, the fineft of Cairo,
Suez, * Cufa and + Alexan- 

* A  port on the Red- dria, a royal crimfon bed, and 
Sea. a fecond o f another falhion. A

+ A  town o f  A -  veffel o f agat, broader than 
rabia. deep o f an inch thick, and

h a lf a foot wide, the bottom o f  
which reprefented in bafs-relief, a man with one knee 
on the ground, who held a bow and an arrow, ready to 
let fly at a lion. He.fent him alfo a rich table, which, 
according to tradition, belonged to the great Solomon, 
The caliph’s letter was as follows :

“  Greeting in the name o f  the fovereign guide o f the 
“  right way, to the potent and happy fultan, from 
** Abdallah Haroun Alrafchid, whom God hath fet 
“  in the place of honour, after his anceftors o f 
“  jiappy memory.

“  We received your letter with joy , and fend you 
"  this from the council o f our p o rt; the garden of 
“  fuperior wits. W e hope when you look upon it, 
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** you w ill find our good intention} and be pleafed
** with it. Adieu.”  " , , „ „

The king of Serendib was mightily pleafed that the 
caliph anfwered his friendlhip. A little time after this 
audience, I folicited leave to depart, and obtained the 
fame with much difficulty. I got it however at lalt, and 
the kings-whe'n he difcharged me made me a very conn- 
derable prefent. I embarked immediately toreturn to 
Bagdad, but had not the good fortune to arrive there 
as I hoped. God ordered it otherivife.

Three or four days after my departure, we were at­
tacked by corfairs, who eafily feized upon ourlhip, be- 
caufe it was noveffel of force. Some or the cievv of­
fered refiftance, which coft them their lives. But for me 
and the reft, who were not io imprudent, the corfairs 
faved us on purpofe to make {laves of us. _

D ay beginning to appear, Scheherazade was obliged 
to keep filence, but next night refumed theftory thus-:

T̂hi Eighty-ninth Night.

S I R ,  fays Ihe to the Sultan of the Indies, Sindbad 
continuing his ftory, told the company, We were a ll 

ftripped, and inftead ofour own clothes, they gaveus 
forry rags, and carried us into a remote ifland, where 
they fold us.

I fell into the hands o f  a rich merchant, who, as 
foon as he bought me, carried me to his houfe, treated 
me w ell, and clad me handfomely for a Have, _ Some 
days after, not knowing who I was, heafeedme if  I un~ 
de’rftood any trade? I anfwered, that I was no mecha- 
n ick , but a merchant, and that the corfairs, whoiold mo, 
robbed me of all 1 had. But tell me, replies he, Can you 
fhoot with a bow? J anfwered, That the bow was one o f  
my exercifes in my youth, and I had not yet forgot it . 
Then he gave me a bow and arrows, and, taking ine be­
hind him upon an elephant, carried me to a vaft foreft 
fome leagues from the town. We went a great way into 
the foreft, and when he thought fit to ftop, he bid me 
a lig h t; then, fhewing me a great tree, Climb up that 
tree, fays he, and (hoot at the elephants as you fee*" 
them pafs by, for there is a prodigious number of 
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them in this fbreft, and i f  any o f them fall, come and 
give me notice o f it. H aving fpoke thus, he left me 

. vi&uals, and returned to the town, and I continued 
upon the tree all night.

I faw no elephant during that time, but next morn­
ing, as foon as the fun was up, I faw a great number; I  
Ihot feveral arrows among them, and at laft one of the 
elephants fell, the reft retired immediately, and left me 
at liberty to go and acquaint my patron with my booty. 
When I had told him the news, he gave me a good meal, 
commended my dexterity, and carefi'ed me mightily. We 
went afrerwards-together to the forell, where we dug a 
hole for the elephant; my patron defigning to return 
when it was rotten, and to take his teeth, &c. to trade 
with.

I continued this game for two months, and killed an 
elephant every day, getting fometimes upon one tree, 
and fometimes upon another. One morning, as I look­
ed for the elephants, I perceived with an extreme 
amaaement, that, inftead o f palling by me acrofs the 
foreft as ufual, they flopped, and came to me with a 
horrible noife, in fuch a number that the earth was 
covered with them, and Ihook under them. They in- 
compaffed the tree where I  was with their trunks ex­
tended, and their eyes a ir  fixed upon me. A t this 
frightful Ipedlacle I continued immoveable, and was fo 
much frightened, that my bow and arrows fell out o f 
m y hand.

M y fears were not in vain ; for after the elephants had 
Hared upon me fome time, one o f the largeft o f them put 
his trunk round the foot o f  the tree, and pulled fo 
Hrong, that he plucked it up, and threw it on the ground; 
I  fell with the tree, and the elephant taking me up with 
his trunk, laid me on his back, where I fat more like one 
dead than alive, with my quiver on my Ihoulder : H e 
put him felf afterwards at the head o f the reft, who fol­
lowed him in troops, and carried me to a place where he 

. laid  me down on the ground, and retired with all his com­
panions. Conceive, i f  you can, the condition I was in: 
I  thought myfelf to be in a dream ; at laft, after having 
lain fome time, and feeing the elephants gone, I got up, 
and found I was upon along and broad hill, covered all

over



over with the bones and teeth of elephants. I confefs to 
you, that this objedt furnifhed me with abundance ofre- 
fledtions. I admired the inftindt of thofe animals; I  
doubted not but that was their burying-place, and that 
they carried me thither on purpofe to tell me that Ilhould 
forbear to perfecute them, fince 1 did it only for their 
teeth. I did not Hay on the hill, but turned towards the 
c ity , and, after having travelled a day and a night, I  
cam e to my patron ; I met no elephant in my w ay, 
w hich made me think they had retired farther into the 
foreft, to leave me at liberty, to come back to the hill 
without any obftacle.

A s foon as my. patron faw me ; Ah, poor Sindbad, 
fays he, I was in great trouble to know what was 
become o f  you. I have been at the foreft, where I  
found a tree newly pulled up, and a bow and arrows 
on the ground, and after having fought foryou in vain , 
I  defpaired of ever feeing you more. Pray tell me 
what befel you, and by what good hap thou art ftill 
alive. I fatisfied his curiofity, and going both o f us 
next morning to the hill, he found to his great joy that 
what I had told him was true. We loaded the elephant 
upon which we came, with as many teeth as he could 
carry ; and when we were returned, Brother, fays m y 
patron, for I will treat you no more as my Have, after 
having made fuch a difcovery as will enrich me. G od 
blefs you with all happinefs and profperity. I declare 
before him, that I give you your liberty. I  concealed 
from you what I am now going to tell you.

T h e  elephants o f our foreft have every year k illed  
us a great many (laves, whom we fent to feek ivory. For 
a ll the cautions we could give them, thofe crafty ani­
mals killed  them one time or other. God has de­
livered you from their fury, and has beftowed that 
favour upon you only. It is a lign that he loves you, 
and has ufe for your fervice in the world. You have 
procured me incredible gain. We could not have ivory 
formerly, but by expofing the lives of our Haves , and 
now our whole city is enriched by your means. Don’ t  
think I pretend to have rewarded you by giving you 
your liberty, I will alfo give, you confiderable riches. 
I  could engage all our city to contribute towards 
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making your fortune, but I  will have the glory of do- 
. ing it myfelf.

T o  this obliging difcourfe I replied, Patron, God 
preferve you. Your giving me my liberty is enough 
to difcharge what you owe me, and I defire no other re­
ward for the fervice I had the good fortune to do to 
you and your city, but leave to return to my own coun­

try. Very well, fays he, the
* A  regular wind that Mocon * will in a little time 

comes f ix  months from the bring (hips for ivory. I will 
tafi, and as many from fend you home then, and give 
tbe ivefi. you wherewith to bear your

charges. I thanked him again 
for my liberty, and his good intentions towards me. I 
(laid with him expefling the Mocon ; and during that 
tim e, we made fo manyjournies to the hill, that we filled 
all our warehoufes with ivory. T h e other merchants, 
who traded in it did the fame thing, for it could not be 
long concealed from them.

A t thefe words Scheherazade, perceiving day, broke 
off, but refumed the ftory next night.

The ’Ninetieth Night

SI R ,  fays lhe to the Sultan of the Indies, Sindbad 
went on with the relation o f his feventh voyage 

thus:
T h e  (hips arrived at lad , and my patron, him felf 

having made choice of the (hip wherein I was to em ­
bark, he loaded h alf of it with ivory on my account, he 
laid in provifions in abundance for my paifage, and be- 
fides obliged me to accept a prefent o f the curiofities o f 
the country o f great value. After I  had returned him a 
thoufand thanks for all his favours, I went aboard. W e 
fet fail, and as the adventure, which procured me this 
liberty, was very extraordinary, Ihad it continually in  
my thoughts.

W e ftopt at fome iflands to take in frefh provifions : 
our veffel being come to a port on the Terra Firma in 
the Indies, who touched there, and not being willing to 
venture by fea to Balfora, I landed my proportion o f 
the ivory, refolving to proceed on my journey by land.

I made



I  made vaftfums of my iyory, I bought feveral rarities, 
which I intended for prefents, and when my equipage 
was got ready, I fet out in company of a large caravan 
o f  merchants, i-vvaS a long time on the .way, and 
fuffered very much, but endured all with patience, when 
I  confidered that I had nothing to fear from the feas, 
from pirates, from ferpents, nor of the other perils I  
had undergone.

A ll thefe fatigues ended at laft, and I came fafe to 
Bagdad. I  went immediately to wait upon the caliph, 
and gave him an account of my embafly. That prince 
told me, he had been uneafy, by reafon I w as folong a re­
turning, but that he always hoped God would preferve 
m e, When I told him the adventure of the elephants, 
he feemed to be much furprized at it, and would never 
have given any credit to it had he not known my fm- 
cerity. He reckoned this ftory, and the other relations 
I  had given him, to be fo curious, that he ordered one 
o f  his lecretaries to write them in charafters of gold, and 
lay  them up in his treafury. I retired very well fatisfied 
with the honours I received, and the prefents which he 
gave me ; and after that I gave myfelf up wholly to my 
fam ily , kindred, and friends,

Sindbad here finilhed the relation of his feventh and 
laft voyage, and then addreffing himfelf to Hindbad, 
W e ll, friend, fays he, did you ever hear of any perfon 
that fufFered fo much as I have done, or of any mortal 
that has gone through fo many perplexities? Is it not 
reafonable that, after all this, Ifliould enjoy a quiet and 
pleafant life ? As he faid this, Hindbad drew near to 
h im , and killing his hand, faid, I muft acknowledge, 
S ir, that you have gone through terrible dangers, m y 
troubles are not comparable to your’s : i f  they afflift me 
for a tim e, I comfort myfelf with the thoughts o f the 
profit I get by them. You not only deferve a quiet 
life, but are worthy befides o f all the riches you enjoy, 
becaufe you make fuch a good and generous ufe o f  
them. M ay you therefore continue to live in happinefs 
and joy till tne day of your death. Sindbad gave him 
100 fequins more, received him into the number of his 
friends, and deftredhim to quit his porter’s employment, 
•and come and dine every day with him, that he m ight

all



all his days have reafon to remember Sindbad the 
failor.

Scheherazade, perceiving it was not yet day, conti- 
nued her difcourfe, and began another ftory.

The Three Apples»

SI R ,  laid ihe, I have already had the honour to en­
tertain your majeily with a ramble, which the ca­

liph Haroun Alrafchid made one night from his palace; 
I  mild g ive  you an account o f one more.

This prince one day commanded the grand vizier 
G iafar, to come to his palace the night following. 
V izier, faid he, 1 will take a walk round the town, to 
inform m yfelf what people fay, and particularly how 
they are pleafed with m y officers o f juftice. I f  there 
be any againft whom they have reafon of juft complaint, 
we w ill turn them out, and put others in their ftead, 
that lhall officiate better. If, on the contrary, there 
be any that have gained their applaufe, we will have 
that efteem for them which they deferve. The grand 
vizier being come to the palace at the hour appointed, 
the caliph, he, and Mefrour the chief of the eunuchs, 
difguifed themfelves fo as they could not be known, and 
went out all three together.

T hey paffed through feveral places, and by feveral 
markets : And as they entered a fmall ftreet, they per­
ceived by the light o f the moon, a tall man, with a 
white beard, that carried nets on his head, and a club 
in his hand.  ̂ T h e old man, fays the caliph, does not 
feem to be rich, let us go to him and enquire into his 
circumftances. Honeft man, faid the vizier, who art 
thou? T h e  old man replied, Sir, I am a iifher, but one 
of the pooreft and molt miferable o f the trade ; I  went 
from my houfe about noon to go a fifhing, and from 
that time to this 1 have not been able to catch one fifh; 
and at the fame .time I have a wife and fmall children, 
and nothing to maintain them.

The caliph, moved with compaffion, fays to the 
filherman, Haft thou the courage to go back and caft 
thy nets once more? We will give thee a hundred 
fequins for what thou lhalt bring up. A t this pro-
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pofal, the fifherman, forgetting all his day’s toil, took 
the caliph at his word ; and, with him, Giafer and 
Mefrour returned to the Tygns ; he faying to himlelt, 
Thefe gentlemen feem to be too honeft and reafonable 
not to reward my pains; and if  they give me the 
hundredth part of what they promife me, it will be a
great deal. . ,

They came to the bank of the river, and the niher- 
man throwing in his net, when he,drew it again, brought 
up a trunk, clofe Ihut, and very heavy. _ The caliph, 
made the grand vizier pay him ico fequins immediately, 
and fent him away. Meirour, by his mailer s order, 
carried the trunk on hisihoulder, and the cahpn was 
fo very eager to know what was in it, that he returned 
to the palace with all fpeed. When the trunk was 
opened-, they found in it a large balket made of pa'_m- 
leaves, Ihut up, and the covering of it fewed with 
red  thread. To fatisfy the caliph’s impatience, they 
would not take time to unrip it, but cut tne thread 
w ith a knife, and they took out of the balket a bundle 
wrapt up in a forry piece of hanging, and bound 
about with a rope; which being untied, and the bun­
dle opened, they found, to their great amazement, the 
corpfe o f a young lady, whiter than fnow, all cut in
pieces. . ,

Scheherazade ftopt here, becaufe Ihe faw it was day, 
and next night continued it thus :

The Ninety-JirJi Night.

SIR , your majefty may imagine a great deal better 
than I am able to exprefs it, the aftonilhmentof the 

caliph at this dreadful fpedlacle : His furprize was in- 
Ilantly changed into paffion, and darting an angry 
look at the vizier, Ah! thou wretch, faid he, is this 
your infpedtion into the aftions of my people ? Do they 
commit fuch impious murders under thy miniftry in my 
capital city, and throw my fubje&s into the T ygris, 
that they may cry for vengeance againftme at the day 
o f  judgment ? If thou doit not lpeedily revenge the 
murder of this woman, by the death of her mur­
derer, I fwear by heaven, that I wiii caufe thee to 
be hanged, and forty more o f thy kindred, Comman­

der



der o f  the faithful, replied the grand vizier, I beg your 
majefty to grant me time to make enquiry. I will allow 
thee no more, faid the caliph, than three days ; there­
fore thou mu ft look to it.

T h e vizier Giafar went home in great confufion of 
mind. Alas ! faid he, how is it poffible that in fuch 
a vaft and populous city as Bagdad, I Ihould be able 
to detedl a murderer, who undoubtedly committed the 
crime without witnefs, and perhaps may be already 
gone from hence? Any other but I would take fome 
wretched perfon out of prilbn, and caufe him to die, 
to fatisfy the caliph; but I will not burden my con- 
fcience with fuch a barbarous adlion, I will rather die 
than fave my life at that rate.

He ordered the officers o f  the police and juftice to 
make ftridl fearch for the crim in al; they lent their 
fervants about, and they themfelves were not idle, for 
they were no lefs concerned in this matter than the 
vizier. But all their endeavours turned to nothing, what 
pains foever they took they could not find out the mur­
derer ; fo that the vizier concluded his life to be gone, 
unlefs fome remarkable providence hindered it.

T h e third day being come, an officer came to this 
unfortunate minifter, with a fummons to follow him, 
which the vizier obeyed. The caliph alked him for 
the murderer. He anfwered with tears in his eyes, 
Commander o f the faithful, I  have not found any per­
fon that could give me the leaft account of him. The 
caliph, full o f fury and rage, gave him many reproach­

ful words, and ordered that
* The Rermecides were he and forty Bermecides * 

a family come.out o f Per- more Ihould be hanged up at 
Jia, and of thetn the the gate o f the palace. 
grand w ilier was defend- In the mean while, the
ed, gibbets were preparing, and

orders were fent to feize forty 
Bermecides more in their houfes; a publick crier was 
fent about the city to cry thus, by the caliph’s order, 
Thofe who have a defire to fee the grand vizier Giafar 
hanged, and forty more Bermicides o f his kindred, let 
them come to the fquare before the palace.

W hen all things were ready, the criminal judge, and
a great



a great many officers belonging to the palace brought 
out the grand vizier with the forty Bermecides, and 
fet each of them at the foot o f the gibbet defigned for 
them, and a rope was put about each of their necks. 
The multitude of people that filled the fquare, could 
not without grief and tears behold this tragical fight ; 
for the grand vizier and the Bermecides were loved and 
honoured on account of their probity, bounty, and 
im partiality, not only in Bagdad, but through, all the 
dominions of the caliph.

Nothing could prevent the execution of this prince’s 
too fevere and irrevocable fentence, and the lives o f 
the honefteft people in the city were juft going to be 
taken away, when a young man of handfome mein, and 
good apparel, prefled through the croud till he came 
where the grand vizier was, and after he killed his 
hand, faid, Moft excellent vizier, chief of the emirs o f  
this court, and comforter of the poor; you are not - 
guilty o f the crime for which you Hand here. W ith­
draw, and let me expiate the death of the lady that 
was thrown into the Tygris. ’Tis I who murdered her, 
and I deferve to be punilhed for it.

T h o ’ thofe words occafioned great joy to the vizier, 
yet he could not but pity the young man, in whofe 
look he faw fomething that inftead of being ominous, 
was engaging: But as he was about to anfwer him, a 
tail man pretty well in years, who had likewife forced 
his way through the croud, came up to him, faying, Sir, 
do not believe what this young man tells you, I killed 
that lady who was found in the trunk, and this punifh- 
ment ought only to fall upon me. I conjure you in, 
the name of God, not to punilh the innocent for the 
guilty.  ̂ Sir, fays the young man to the vizier, I do 
proteft that 1 am he who committed this vile a£t, and 
nobody elfe had any hand in it. My fon, faid the 
old man, ’ tis delpair that brought you hither, and you 
would anticipate your deftiny. I have lived a long 
while in the world, and ’ tis time for me to be gone ; 
let me therefore facrifice my life for your’s. Sir, faid he 
again to the vizier, I tell you once morel am the mur­
derer, let me die without any more ado.

The controverfy between the old man and the young
one



one, obliged the grand vizier Giafar to carry them both 
before the caliph, which the judge criminal confented 
to, being very glad to ferve the vizier. When he came 
before the prince, he kilfed the ground feven times, 
and fpake after this manner: Commander of the faith­
ful, I have brought here before your majefty this old 
man and this young man, who both confefs themfelves 
to be the foie murderers o f the lady. Then the caliph 
afked the criminals which of them it was that fo cruelly 
murdered the lady, and threw her into the Tygris t 
The young man allured him it was he, but the old mart 
maintained the contrary. G o , fays the caliph to the 
grand vizier, and caufe them both to be hanged. But, 
Sir, fays the vizier i f  only one o f  them be guilty, it  
would be unjuft to take the lives o f both. At thefe 
words the young man fpoke again, I fwear by the great 
God, who has raifed the heavens fo high as they be, 
that I am the man who killed the lady, cut her in quar­
ters and threw her into the T ygris about four days ago. 
I  renounce my part o f  happinefs amongft the juft at the 
day of judgement, i f  what I  fay be not truth; therefore 
I  am he that ought to fuffer. The caliph being furpriz- 
ed at this oath, believed him ; efpecially fince the old 
man made no anfwer to this. Whereupon, turning to 
the young man, Thou wretch, faid he, what was i t  
that made thee commit that deteftable crime, and what 
is it that moves thee to offer thyfelf voluntarily to die ? 
Commander o f  the faithful, laid he, i f  all that has 
paft between that lady and me were fet down in writing, 
it would be a hiftory that m ight be very ufeful for 
other men. I command thee then 10 relate it, faid the 
caliph. The young man obeyed, and began. H is 
hiftory was thus:

Scheherazade would have gone on, but lhe was 
obliged to defer it to the night following.

i The Ninety-fecond Night.

SChahriar prevented the Sultanefs, and defired to- 
know what the young man’s fpeech was to Harou.ii 

Alrafchid. Sir, faid Scheherazade, the words he fpoke 
were thefe :

The



T fo  ftory o f  the Lady that was mart hired, and o f the 
young Man her Hujband.

/ ^ O m m a n d er of the faithful, your majefty may be 
pleafed to know, that this murdered lady was my 

w ife, the daughter of this old man you fee here, who 
is  my own uncle by the father’s fide. She was not 
above twelve years old when he gave her to me, and it 
is now eleven years ago. I have three children by her, 
all boys, yet alive, and I mufi do her that juftice to 
fay, that Ihe never gave me the lead eccafion for offence; 
fhe was chafte, o f good behaviour, and made it her 
whole bufinefs to pleafe me. And for my part I loved 
her entirely, and rather prevented her in granting any 
thing fne defired, than oppofed it.

About two months ago (he fell fick; I took all 
im aginable care o f her, and fpared nothing that could 
procure her a fpeedy recovery: After a month (he 
began to grow better, and had a mind to go to the 
bagnio. Before (he went out of the houfe, Coulin, faid 
fhe (for fo (he ufed to call me out of familiarity) I long 
for fome apples, i f  you would get me any, yon would 
pleafe me extremely. I  have longed for them a great 
while, and I mull ow n ’ tis come to that height, that 
i f  I be not fatisfied very foon, 1 fear fome misfortune 
w ill befal me. With all my heart, faid I, I  will do 
nil that’s in my power to make you eafy.

I went immediately round all the markets and (hops 
in  the town to feek for apples, but I could not get 
one, though I offered to pay a fequin a-piece. I re­
turned home very much diffatisfied at my difappoint- 
m e n t; and for my wife, when (he returned from the 
bagnio, and faw no apples, lhe became fo very uneafy, 
that fhe could not deep all n ight: 1 got up betimes in 
the morning, and went through all the gardens, but 
had no better fuccefs than the day before ; only I hap­
pened to meet an old gardener, who told me, that all my 
pains would fignify nothing, for I could not expedl to 
•find apples any where but in your majelly’s garden at 
Balfora. As I loved my wife paffionately, and would 
not have any thing of negledt to fatisfy her chargeable 
upon me. I putmyfelf in a traveller’s habit, and after

I had



I  had toid her my defign, I went to Balfora, and mads 
my journey with fo great diligence, that I returned at 
the end o f  fifteen days, with three apples, which colt 
me a fequin a-piece ; there were no more left in the 
garden, fo that the gardener would let me have them 
no cheaper. Asfoonas I came home, Iprefented them 
to my w ife , but her longing was over, fo Ihe fatisfied 
herfelf w ith receiving them, and laid them down by 
her. In  the mean time lhe continued fickly, and I  
knew not what remedy to get for her.

Some few days after I returned from my journey, I was 
fitting in my fhop in the publick place where all forts 
o f  fine ftujfs are fold, and faw an ugly, tall, black 
Have, come in with an apple in his hand, which I 
knew to be one of thofe I  had brought from Balfora. 
I  had no reafon to doubt it, becaufe I was certain there 
was not one to be had in all Bagdad, nor in any o f  
the gardens about it. I called to him, and faid, Good 
fiave, p r ’ythee tell me where thou hadft this apple ? 
’ T is a prefent (faid he, fm iling) from my miftrefs. I  
was to fee her to-day, and found her out of order. I 
faw three apples lying by her, and alkedher where lhe 
had them. She told m e, T h e  good man, her huf- 
band, had made a fortnight’s journey on purpofe for 
them , and brought them her. W e had a collation to­
gether ; and, when I took my leave of her, I brought 

| away this apple that you fee.
This difcourfe put me out; o f  my fenfes; I rofe, fhut 

up my Ihop, ran home with all fpeed, and going to m y 
wife’s cham ber, looked immediately for the apples, 
and feeing only a couple, alked what was become o f  
the third. Then my w ife, turning her head to the 
place where the apples lay , and perceiving there were 
but two, anfwered me coldly, Coufin, I know not 
what is become o f it. A t  this anfwer 1 did v e rily  
believe what the Have told me to be true ; and it the 
fame tim e, giving myfelf up to madnefs and jealoufy, 
I  drew my knife from my girdle, and thruft it into 
the unfortunate creature’s throat. I  afterwards cut off 
her head, and divided her body into four quarters, 
which I  packed up in a bundle, and hiding .it in a 
balket, fewed it up with a thread o f red yarn, put all

together



together in a trunk, and when night came, I carried it on 
tny ihoulder down to the Tygris, where I funk it.

The two youngeft o f my children were already put 
to bed and afleep, the third was gone abroad ; but at 
nay return, I found him fitting by my gate, weeping 
very fore. I afk£d him the reafon ; Father, faid he, I  
took this morning from my mother without her know­
ledge, one of thofe three apples you brought her, 
and I kept it a long while; but, as I was playing 
feme time ago with my little brother in the ftreet, a tall 
ilave that went by, fnatched it out of my hands, and 
carried it with him. I ran after him, demanding it 
back, and befides told him, that it belonged to my 
mother, who was fick; and that you had made a fort­
night’ s journey to fetch i t ; but all to no purpofe, he 
would not reftore it. And' whereas I ftill followed him, 
crying o u t; he turned and beat me, and then ran away 
as fall as ever he could from one lane to another, till 
at length I loft fight of him. I have fince been walking 
without the town, expefting your return, to pray you, 
dear father, not to tell my mother of it, left it ihould 
make her worfe. And when he had faid thofe words he 
fell a weeping again more bitterly than before.

M y fon’s difcourfe affli&ed me beyond all meafure. I  
then found myfelf guilty o f an enormous crime, and 
repented too late of having fo eafily believed the ca ­
lumnies o f  a wretched Have, who, from what he had 
learnt o f  my fon, invented that fatal lye.

M y uncle here prefent, came juft at the time to fee 
his daughter, but inftead o f finding her alive, under- 
ftood from me that Ihe was dead, for I did conceal no­
thing from him ; and, without flaying for his cenfure, 
declared myfelf the greateft criminal in the world.

Upon this, inftead of reproaching me, he joined his 
tears with mine, and we wept three days together with­
out intermiifion, he for the lofs of a daugher whom he 
always loved tenderly; and I for the lofs o f a dear 
wife, of whom 1 had deprived myfelf after fo cruel a 
manner, by giving too eafy credit to the report o f a 
lyin g Have.

This, Commander o f the faithfid, is the fincere 
confeliion your majefty commanded from me. You

have



have heard now all the circumftances of my crime, and 
I  moft humbly beg of you to order the punifhment due 
for i t ; how fevere foever it may be, I fhall not in the 
leaft complain, butefteem it too eafy and gentle.

Scheherazade perceiving day, left off fpeaking; but 
next night purfuedher difcourfe th us:

The Ninety-third Night•

SI R ,  faid fiie, the caliph was very much aftomfhed 
at the young man’s relation. Rat this juft prince, 

finding he was rather to be pitied than condemned, 
began to fpeak in his favour: T his young man’s crime, 
faid he, is pardonable before G od, and excufable 
with men. T he wicked Have is the foie caufe of this 
murder ; it is he alone that muft be punilhed : where­
fore, faid he, looking upon the grand vizier, I give 
you three days time to find him out; i f  you do not 
bring him within that fpace, you fhall die in his Head. 
The unfortunate Giafar, who thought himfelf now out 
o f  danger, was terribly perplexed at this new order o f 
the caliph ; but as he durft not return any anfwer to 
this prince, whofe hafty temper he knew too well, he 
departed from his prefence, and retired to his houfe 
with tears in his eyes, perfuading himfelf he had but 
three days to live ; for he was fo fully perfuaded that 
he fhould not find the ilave, that he made not the leaft 
enquiry about him. Is it poflible, faid he, that in fuch 
a city as Bagdad, where there is an infinite number of 
negro Haves, I  fhould be able to find him out that is 
guilty? So that unlefs G od be pleafed to bring it about, 
as he hath already detected the murderer, nothing can 
fave my life.

He fpent the two firft days in mourning with his 
family, who fat round him weeping and complaining 
of the caliph’s cruelty. T h e third day being come, 
he prepared himfelf to die with courage, as an honefl 
minifter, and one that had nothing to trouble his con­
fidence ; he fent for notaries and witneffes, who figned 
the laft will he made in their prefence. After which he 
took leave of his wife and children, and bid them the 
laft farewel. A ll his family were drowned in tears, fo

that



that there never was a more forrowful fpeflacle. A t 
lall the meffenger came from the caliph to tell him that 
he was out o f  all patience, having heard nothing from 
him, nor concerning the negro ilave, which he had 
commanded him to fearch for; I am therefore ordered, 
faid he, to bring you before his throne. The affli&ed 
vizier made ready to follow the meffenger; but as he 
was going put, they brought him his youngell daughter* 
about five or fix years of age. The nurfes that attend­
ed her, prefented her to her father to receive his laft 
bleffing.

As he had a particular love for that child, he prayed 
the meffenger to give him leave to Hop for a moment, 
and taking his daughterin his arms, he killed her feveral 
tim es: as he killed her, he per­
ceived Ihe had-fomewhat in her * This word fignifiet 
bofoxn that looked bulky, and in Arabkk, Baftlick, 
had a fvveet fcent. M y dear lit- an odoriferous--.plant, 
tie one, faid he, what haft.thou and the Arabians cals 
inthybofom ? My dear father, their flames by this 
faid Ihe, ’ tis an apple, upon name, as the cujlotn 
which is written the name o f in France is to <rbve 
our lord and mailer the caliph ; the name of jejfamitt 
our Have * Rihan fold it me for to a footman. 
two fequins-

A t thefe words Apple and Slave, the grand vizier cri­
ed out with furprize, intermixed with joy, and putting 
his hand into the child’s bofom, pulled out the apple. 
He caufedthe Have, who was not far off, to be brought 

I immediately, and when he came, Rafcal, faid he, where 
hadll thou this apple ? My lor.', faid the Have, I  fwear 
to you that I  neither Hole it in your houfe, nor out of 
the commander of the faithful's garden; but t ’other 
day, as I was going along a ftreet, where three or fouc 
fmall children were at play, one of them having it ire 
his hand, I fnatchedit from him, and carried it  away. 
The child ran after me, telling me it was none o f  hit 
own, but belonged to his mother, who was fick; and 
that his father, to fave her longing, had made a long 
journey, and brought home three apples, whereof this 
was one, which he had taken from his mother without 
her knowledge, He faid what he could to make me 
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give it him back, but I would not ; and fo brought It 
home, and ibid it for two fequins to the little lady, 
your daughter; and this is the whole'truth of the 
matter.

G iafar could not enough admire how the roguery o f  
a Have had been the caufe of an innocent woman’s 
death, and almoft of his own. He carried the fla\re 
along with him, and when he came before the caliph, 
he gave that prince an exa£t account of all that the 
flave had told him, and the chance that had brought him' 
to the difcovery of his crime.

N ever was any furprize fo great as that of the caliph, 
yet he could not prevent himfelf from falling into ex- 
ceffive fits o f laughter. A t laft he recovered himfelf, 
and with a ferious mein told the vizier, That fince his 
flave had been theoccafion o f a ftrange accident, he de- 
ferved an exemplary punifhment. Sir, I mud own it, 
faid the vizier, but his guilt is not irremiffible ; I re­

member a ftrange ftory o f a 
* Naurreddin fg n i-  vizier o f Cairo, called * Nour- 

fe s  in Arabick the reddin A li, and + Bedreddin 
light o f  religion. Haffan o f Balfora, and fince

f  And Bedreddin the your majefty delights to hear 
f u l l  moon o f religion. fuch things, I am ready to tell 

it, upon condition that i f  your 
majefty finds it more aftonilhing than that which gives 
me occafion to tell it, you will be pleafed to pardon my 
flave. I am content, laid the caliph; but you under­
take a hard talk, for I do not believe you can fave your 
flave, the ftory o f the apples being very Angular. U pon 
this, Giafar began his ftory thus :

fb e  Story of Nourreddin A li, and Bedreddin Haffan.

COmmander of the faithful, there was in form er 
days a fultan of E gyp t, a ftrift obferver o f juftice, 

gracious, merciful, and liberal, and his valour made him 
terrible to his neighbours. He loved the poor, and 
protected the learned, whom he advanced tothehigheft 
dignities. This fultan had a vizier, who was prudent, 
w ife, fagacious, and wellverfed in other fciences. This 
mi.niiter had two fons, very handlome men, and who in

every



every thing followed his own footfteps. The elieft 
was called Schemleddin * M o­
hammed, and the younger Nour- * That is to fay, the 
reddin A li. The laft efpecially fun of religion, 
was endowed with all the good 
qualities that any man could have.

The vizier their father being dead, the fultan fent for 
them, and after he had caufed them both to put on the 
ufual robes o f a vizier; I am as forry, fays he, for the 
Iofs o f  your father as you yourfelves ; and becaufe I 
know you live together, and love one another entirely,
I will bellow his dignity upon you conjunflly, Go, and 
imitate your father’s conduit.

The two new viziers humbly thanked the fultan, and 
went home to their houfe, to make due preparation for 
their father’ s interment. They did not go abroad for 
a month, and then went to court, where they appeared 
continually on council-days; when the fultan went out 
a hunting, one of the brothers went along with him, 
andthis honour they had by turns. One evening as they 
were talking after fupper, the next day being the elder 
brother’s turn to go a hunting with the fultan, he laid 
to his younger brother, Since neither of us is yet mar­
ried, and that we live fo lovingly together, a thought 
is'come into my head : Let us both marry in one day, :- 
and let us choofe two fillers out o f fome family that may1 
fuitour quality: What do you think of this fancy?
I mull tel] yotr, brother, anfvvered Notrreddin A li, that* 
’tis very fuitable to our friendship; there cannot be a 
better thought; for my part, 1 am ready to agree to any 
thing you Ihould think fit. But hold, this is not all, fays 
Schemleddin Mohammed; my fancy carries me farther, 
Suppofe both our wives Ihould- conceive the firll night 
of our marriage, and Ihould happen to be brought'to 
bed on one day, your’s o f a fon, and mine of a daugh­
ter, we will give them toone another in marriage, when 
they come to age. Nay, fays Nourreddin Ali-aloud, I 
mull acknowledge that this profpedt is admirable ; fucli 
a marriage will p.erfea our union, and I willingly con- 
fent to it. But then, brother, fays he farther, i f  this 
marriage Ihould happen, would you expeft that my 
fen Ihould fejtlg a jointure on your daughter ? There’s
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no difficulty in that replied the other; for I am per- 
fuaded, that hefides the ufual articles of the marriage 
contradl, you will not fail to promife, in his name at 
leaft, three thoufand fequins, three good manors, and 
*hree flaves. No, faid the younger, I will not confent 
to th a t ; are we not brethen, and equal in title and 

-dignity? Don’t  you and I both know what’s juft ? T h e  
male being nobler than the female, it is your part to 
g iv e  a large dowry with your daughter. By what I per­
ce iv e , you are a man that would have your bufinefs done 

:at another man’s charge.
Although Nourreddin A li fpoke thefe words in jeft, 

his brother being o f an ill temper, was offended at it, 
and falling into a paffion : A  mifchief upon your fon, 
faid he, fince you^prefer him before my daughter : I 
wonder you had fo much confidence, as to believe him 
w orthy o f h er, you mu ft needs have loft your judg­
m ent to think you are my equal, and fay we are 
colleagues : I  would have you to know, you fool, that 
fince you are fo impudent, 1 would not marry my daugh­
ter to your fon, though you would give him more than 
you are worth. T h is pleafant quarrel between two 
brothers about the marriage o f  their childea before 
th ey were born, went fo far, that Schemfeddin Mo­
hammed concluded with threatening; Were I not to­
m orrow, fays he, to attend the fultan, I would treat 
you according as you deferve? but at my return, I 
fhall make you fen fible that it does not become a 
younger brother to fpeak fo infolently to his elder 
brother, as you have done to me- Upon this, he 
retired to his apartm ent, and his brother went to 
bed.

Schemfeddin Mohammed rofe very early next morn­
in g , and goes to the palace, to attend the fultan, who 
went to hunt about C airo  near the pyramids. A s  for 
Nourreddin A li, he was very uneafy all the night, and 
confidering that it would not be poffible for him  to 
liv e  longer with a brother, who treated him with fo 
much haughtinefs, he provided a good mule, furnilhed 
himl'elf with money, jewels, proviiions, and victuals, 
and having told his people, that he was going on a pri­
vate journey for two or three days, he departed.

When



W hen he was out of Cairo, he rode by the defers 
towards Arabia ; but his mule happening to tire by 
the way, he was forced to continue his journey on foot.
A courier that was going to Balfora, by good fortune 
overtaking him, took him up behind him. As foon as 
the courier came to Balfora, Nourreddin Ali alighted-, 
and returned him thanks for his kindnefs: As he went 
about tofeek for a lodging, he faw a perfon of quality 
with a great retinue coming along, to whom all the 
people fhewed a mighty refpcft, and Hood kill till he 
paft by, and Nourreddin Ali ftopt among the reft. Thi> 
was the grand vizier to the fultan of Baliora, who walk- 

1 ed' thro’ the city to fee that the inhabitants kept good 
order and difcipline.

This miniller calling his eye by chance on Nourreddin. 
A li, found fomething extraordinary in his afpeft, looked, 
very attentively upon him, and as he came near him,, 
and faw him in a traveller’s habit, he ftood Hill, aiked 
him who he was, and from whence he came i Sir, faid 
Nourreddin A li, I am an Egyptian, born at Cairo, and 
have left my country, behaule of the unkindnefs of a 
near relation, and am refolved to travel thro’ the world 
and rather to die than return home again. The grand 
v iz ie r, who was a reverend-old gentleman, after hear­
ing thofe words, fays to him, Son, beware, don’t purfua 
your defign, there is nothing but mifery in the world 
you are not fenfible of the hardships you mull endure - ' 
come follow me, 1 may perhaps make you forget th* 
thing that has forced you to leave your own country.

Nourreddin Ali followed the grand vizier, who foon- 
perceived his good qualities, and fell fo much in love 
with him, that one day he fays to him in private, M y 
fon,_ I am, as yon fee io far gone in years, that there is 
no likelihood I (hall live much longer. Heaven has 
beftowed only one daughter upon me, who is as beau­
tiful as you are ha!Vdlome, and now fit'for marriage- 
Several people of the greateft quality at this court have 
dented her tor therr fons, but I could not grant their 
requeft. i  have a love for you> and think you fo wor­
thy to be received into my family, that, preferring you 
before all thofe that have fought her, 1 am ready to 
accept you for.my fon-in-law. I f  you like the propo-
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fal, I will acquaint the fultan my mailer that I have 
adopted you by this marriage, and I will pray him to 
grant you thereverlion of my dignity of grand vizier in 
the kingdom of Ballora. In the mean time nothing 
being more requifite for me, than eafe in my old age, I 
w ill not only put yon in. pofTeffion of my eilate ; but 
leave the ad minilira tion. o f publick affairs to your 
management.

When the grand vizier had made an end of this kind 
and generous propofai, Nourreddin Ali fell at his feet, 
and exprelling himfelf in terms that demonilrated his 
jo y  and gratitude, told the vizier, that he was at his 
command in every thing. Upon this the vizier fent for 
his chief domellicks, ordered them to furnilh the great 
h all ofhis palace, and prepare a great feaft ; he after, 
wards lent to invite the nobility of the court and city, 
to honour him with their company ; and when they were 
all met (Noureddin A li having now told him who he 
was) he laid to thofe lords, for he thought it proper to 
fpeak thus, on purpofe to fatisfy fuch o f them to whom 
he had refufed his alliance ; I am now, my lords, to 
difcover a thing to you, which hitherto l have kept 
fecret. I have a brother, who is grand vizier to the 
fultan o f Egypt, as I am to the fultan of this kingdom. 
T h is  brother has but one fon, whom he would not mar­
ry in the court of E gyp t, but fent him hither to marry 
m y daughter, that both our branches may be re-united. 
H is fon, whom I knew to bq*my nephew, as foon as I 
faw him, is the young gentleman 1 here prefent to you, 
and is to be my fon-in-law. I hope you will do me 
the honour to be prefent at his wedding, which I am 
refolved to celebrate this day. The noblemen, who 
could not take it ill that he preferred his nephew before, 
all the great matches that had been propofed to him, 
fa id , that he d^d very good reafoa for what he did, 
were willing to be witneffes to the ceremony, and wilh- 
ed that God might prolong his days to enjoy the fatis- 
f act ion of the happy match.

Here Scheherazade broke off, beeaufe day appeared, 
and next night relumed her llory.

Th



The Ninety-fourth Night.

SIR , laid (lie, the grand vizier Giafar, continued hi* 
fiory to the caliph thus: The lord's met at the vizier 

of Balfora’ s houfe, having teftifyedtheirfatiTa&i.on at the 
marriage of his daughter with Nourreddin Ali, fat down, 
to dinner, which failed a long while ; and the latter 
courfe was fweet-rr.eats, o f which every one, according 
to cuftom, took what they thought fit. The notaries 
came in with, the marriage contra#, the chief lord* 
figned it, and when the company departed, the grand 
vizier ordered his fervants to prepare a bagnio, and had 
every thing in readinefs for Nourreddin Ali to bathe. He 
had fine new linen, and every thing elfe provided for 
him in the molt curious manner : When he had wafhed 
and dried hirafclf, he was going to put on his former 
apparel, but had an extraordinary rich fuit brought hira-. 
B tin g  drefled and perfumed with the moll odoriferous 
efTences, he went to fee the grand vizier, his father-in* 
law , who was exceeding well pieafed with his genteel 
mein ; and having made him fit down, My fon, laid he 
you have declared unto me who you are, and the quali­
ty  you had at the court o f Egypt. You have alfo told 
me o f a difference betwixt you and your brother, which 
occafioned you to leave your country. I defire you to 
m ake me your entire confidant, and to acquaint me 
with the caufe of your quarrel; for now you have no 
reafon, either to doubt- me, or to conceal any thing 
from me.

Nourreddin Ali gave him an account of every circum- 
fiance of the quarrel; at which the vizier burft out 
into a fit of laughter, and faid, this is one o f the 
oddell things that I  ever heard : Is it poffible, my fon, 
that your quarrel Ihould rife fo high about an imaginary 
marriage? I am forry you fell out with your elder 
brother upon fuch a frivolous matter ; but I find he is 
in the wrong to be angry at what you only fpoke in je ll, 
and I ought to thank heaven for that difference which 
has procured me fuch a fon-in-law. But, faid the old 
gentleman, ’ tis late, and time for you to retire; goto  
your bride,, my fon,' (lie expefts you: To-morrow I 
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will prefent you to the fultan, and hope he will re. 
eeive you in fuch a manner as fhall fatisfy us both.

Nourreddin Ali took leave of his father-in-law, and 
went to his fpcufe’s apartment. It is remarkable, con­
tinued Giafar, that Schemfeddin Mohammed happened 
alio to marry at Cairo the very fame day that this mar­
riage was folemnized at Balfora, the particulars of 
which are as follow :

A fter Nourreddin Ali left Cairo, with an intention 
never to return, Schemfeddin Mohammed, his elder 
brother, who was gone a hunting with the fultan of 
E g yp t, did not come back in a month; for the fultan 
loved that game extremely, and therefore continued the 
fport all that while. Schemfeddin at his return, ran 
to Nourreddin Ali's apartment, but was much furprized 
when he underftood, that under pretence of taking a 
journey of two or three days, he went away on a mule 
the fame day that the fultan went a hunting, and had 
never appeared lince. It vexed him fo much the more* 
becaufe he did not doubt but the hard words he had given 
him waa the caufe o f his going away. He fent a 
meffenger in fearch of him, who went to Damafcus, 
and as far as Aleppo, but Nourreddin was then at Bal» 
fora. When the courier returned and brought word that 
he heard no news of him, Schemfeddin Mohammed in­
tended to make further enquiry after him in other parts, 
and in the mean time had a fancy to marry, and match­
ed with the daughter o f one o f the greateft lords in 
Cairo, upon the fame day his brother married .the 
daughter of the grand vizier o f Balfora.

But this is not all, faid G iafar, at the end of nine 
months Schemfeddin Mohammed’ s wife was brought to 
bed of a daughter at Cairo,, and on the fame day Nou- 
reddin’s wife brought forth a fon at Balfora, who was 
called Bedreddin Haffan.

The grand vizier of Balfora teftified his joy, by great 
gifts and publick entertainments for the birth ot his 
grandfon. And to (hew his fon in law the great efteem 
he had for him, he went to the palace, and moll hum­
bly begged of the fultan to grant Nourreddin Ali his 
office, tnat he might have the comfort before his death 
to fee his fon-in-la\v made grand vizier in his Head.

The
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' The fultan, who had taken a great liking to Nou- 
reddin, when his father prefen ted him after his marriage,, 
and had ever fince heard every body fpeak well o f him,, 
readily granted his father-in-law’s requeft, and caufed 
Nourreddin immediately to put on the robe o f a grand 
vizier.

- The next day, when the father faw his fon-in-law 
prelide in council, as he himfelf had done, and perform, 
all the offices of a grand vizier, his joy was compleat.
Nourreddin Ali behaved himfelf fo well in everything, 
that one would have thought he had been all his life-- 
time employed in fuch affairs- He Continued afterwards 
to affift in council every time, when the infirmities o f 
age would not permit his father-in-law to appear.

T he old gentleman died about four_ years after with, 
great fatisfaftion, to fee a branch ofhis family that pro- 
xnifed fo fair to fupport the grandeur of it.

Nourreddin A li performed his laft duty to him with; 
all poffible lov6 and gratitude. And as foon as his fon 
Bedreddin Haffan, had attained to feven years of age, 
he provided him a inoftexccllent tutor, who taughthim  
fuch things as became his birth. The child had a ready- 
w it, and a genius capable of receiving all the good in - 
ftruftions that could be given.

Scheherazade was going on, but perceiving day, ffie 
put an end to the difcourfe, and refumed it thus th© 
night following:

The Ninety-fifth Night»

S I R , the vizier Giafar continuing his Itory, told the 
caliph, that after Bedreddin Haffan had been two 

years under the tuition of his mailer, who taught him- 
perfectly to read, he learnt the Alcoran by heart. H is 
father Nourreddin Ali put him afterwards to other t u ­
tors, by whom his mind was cultivated to fuch a degree, 
that when he was twelve years of age he had no more 
©ccafion for them. And then as his phyfiognomy pro- 
mifed wonders, he was admired by all that looked upon 
him.

Hitherto Noureddin A li had kept him to his ftudyy 
and had not yet brought him in publish j but now he 
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carried him to thepalace,on purpofeto have the honour 
of kiiBng the fultan’s hand, who received him very 
gracioufly. The people that faw him in the dreets 
were charmed with his genteel mein, and gave him a 
thoufand bleflings.

H is father propofing to make him capable of fupply- 
ing his place, fpared nocoft for that end, and brought 
him up to bufinefs of the greateft moment, on purpofe 
to qualify him betimes. In Ihort, he omitted nothing to 
advance a fon helovedfo well. But as he began to enjoy 
the fruits of his labour, he was all of a fudden taken 
with a violent fit of ficknefs ; and finding himfelf pad 
recovery, difpofed himfelf to die a good muffelman.

In that lad and precious moment he forgot not his 
fon Bedreddin, but called for him, and faid, My fon, 
you fee this world is tranfitory, there is nothing durable 
but that which I fliall fpeedily go to. You mull there­
fore from henceforth begin to fit yourfelf for this 
change, as I have done ; you mull prepare for it with­
out murmuring, and fo as to have no trouble of con- 
fcience for not ading the part o f a real honed man. 
A s for your religion, you are fufficiently indrudled in it, 
by what you have learnt from your tutors, and your 
own llu d y; and as to what belongs to an honed man, 
I  lhall give you fome indrudions, which I hope you 
will make good ufe of. As it is a neceffary thing to 

ed?inow onc's and that y ° u cannot come to that 
Knowledge, without you fird underdand whom I am, 
I lhall now tell it you.

I am (fays he) a native o f E g y p t ; my father, y.our 
grandfather, was fird minider to the fultan of that k in g­
dom. I myfelf had the honour to be vizier to that fame 
fukan, and fo has my brother, your unde, who I  fup- 
pofe is yet alive; his name is Schemfeddin Mohammed, 
i  was obliged to leave him, and come into this coun­
try, where I have railed m yfelf to the high dignity I  
now enjoy. But you will underdand all thefe matters 
more fully by a mar.ufcript that I lhall give you.

A t  the fame time, Nourreddin Ali pulled out his 
pocket-book, which he had written with his own hand, 
and carried always about him, and giving it to Bedreddin 
HafTan, Take it (faid he) and read it at yopr leifure ;

you



you will find, among other things, the day of my mar­
riage, and that o f your birth ; tliefe are fuch circum- 
flances, as perhaps you may hereafter have occalion to 
know, therefore you muft keep it very carefully.

Bedreddin Haffan being molt afflidted to fee his fa­
ther in that condition, and fenftbly touched with this 
difcourie, could not but weep when he received the 
pocket-book, and promifed at the fame time never to 
part with it.

That very moment Nourreddin All fainted, fo that it 
was thought he would have expired ; but he came to 
himfelf again and uttered thefe words :

M y fon, fays he, the firft inltruftion I give you, is , 
Not to make yourfelf familiar with all forts ol people. 
The way to live happy is to keep your mind to yourfelf, 
and not to tell your thoughts eafily.

Secondly, Not to do violence to any body whatever, 
for in that cafe you will draw every body’s hatred upon 
you. You ought to confider the world as a creditor, 
to whom you owe moderation, compa(Tson,and forbear­
ance.-

T hirdly, N ot to fay a word-when you are reproach­
ed ; for, as the proverb fays, He that keeps filence is 
out o f danger. And in this cafe particularly you ought 
to prad'tife it. You alfo know what one of our poets 
fays upon this fubjed, That filence is the ornament- 
and fafe-guard of life ; That our fpeech ought not to b e­
like a ftorm of rain that fpoils all. Never did any m an1 
yet repent of having (poke too little whereas matfy 
have been forry that they fpoke fo much.

Fourthly, T o  drink no wine, for that is the fource 
of all vices.

Fifthly, To be frugal in your way of "living; i f  you 
do not fquander your eilate away, it will maintain you 
in time of necellity. 1 do not mean you Ihould be 
either toq liberal or too niggardly; for tho* you have 
never fo little, i f  you luilband it well, and lay it out on 
proper occafions, you (hall have many friends ? but i f  
on the contrary you have great riches, and make but a- 
bad ufe of them, all the worldwill forfake#- you, and 
leave you to yourfelf.
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In Ihort, Nourreddin A li continued till the laft mo* 
ment o f his breath to g iv e  good advice to his fon ; and: 
when he was dead, he was magnificently interred.

Scheherazade llopt herdifcourfe here, becaufelhefaw 
day, and deferred the refidue of her ftory till next night*

Tbe Ninetj-Jixtb Night.,

TH E  Sultanefsof the Indies being awaked by her 
filler Dinarzade at the ufual hour, Ihe addreffed. 

herfelf to Schahriar. Sir, faid Ihe, the caliph was very 
well fatisfied to hear the grand vizier Giafar relate his 
ilory, and he continued it thus:

Nourreddin A li was buried with all the honours due 
to his quality, kedreddin Haflan.of Balfora, for fo he 
was called, becaufe born in that town, was fo over­
whelmed with grief for the death of his father, thatin- 
ilead o f a month’s time to mourn, according to cuilom* 
he kept himfelf clofe fllut up in tears and foiltude about 
two months, without feeing any body, or fo much as 
going abroad to pay his duty to the fultan of Balfora-.* 
who being difpleafed at his negledl, looked upon it as a. 
flight put on his court and perfon, fuffered his paffion 
to prevail, and in his fury, called for the new grand 
vizier, (for he had created a new one as foon as Nou- 
reddin A li died) commanded him to go to the houfe o f 
the deceafed, and feize upon it, with all his other houfeS, 
lands, and effedls, without leaving any thing for Bed- 
reddin Haflan, and to bring him prifoner along with, 
him..

T h e new grand vizier, accompanied with a great 
many meffengers belonging, to the palace, juilices, and 
other officers, went immediately to execute his com - 
miffion. But one of Bedreddin Haflan’s flaves happen­
ing accidentally to come into the crowd, no fooner un- 
derftood the vizier’s errand, but he ran before in a ll 
hafte to give his mailer warning,. He found him fitting 
in the porch of his houfe, as melancholy as if  his father 
had been but newly dead.. He fell down at his feet out 
o f breath, and after he had killed the hem of his gar­
ment, cried.out, My lord, fave yourfelf immediately. 
Bedreddin. Haffan, lifting up his head, What’s themat- 
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ter, what news doll thou bring ? My lord, faid he,, 
there is no time to be loft ; the fultan is horribly incenfed- 
againft you, and he has Tent people to take all you have, 
and alfo to feize your perfon.

The words of this faithful and affedlionate Have, p ut 
Bedreddin Halfan into great confufich; May not I have 
fo much time, faid he, as to takefomc money andjewels- 
along with me ? No, Sir, replied the flave, the grand, 
vizier will be here this moment. Be gone immediately, 
fave yourfelf. Bedreddin Haffan rofe up from hi-s fofa 
in all hafte, put his feet in his fandals, and after he had 
covered his head, with the tail of his gown, that his 
face might not be known, he fled, without knowing 
what way to go, to avoid the impending danger.

T h e firft thought that came into his head, was to get 
out o f the next gate with all fpeed. He ran w ithout 
flopping till he came to the publick church-yard, and 
fince it was growing dark, herefolved to pafs that night 
on his father’s tomb. It was a large edifice, in form 
a f a dome, which Nourreddin Ali built when he was, 
alive. Bedreddin met a very rich jew by the way, who 
was a banker and merchant, and was returning from a. 
place where his affairs had called him to the city.

T h e Jew, knowing Bedreddin, halted, and fainted 
him very courteoufly. D ay begginning to appear as 
Scheherazade fpoke thefe words, Ihe put it off till next 
night, when ihe refumed her difcourfe again.

The Ninety-fenenth Night*

SI R ,  faidfhe, the caliph was very attentive to the- 
grand vizier’ s difcourfe, who went on after this 

manner: Ifaac the Jew,, after he had paid his refpefts. 
to Bedreddin Haffan, by kiffing his hand, fays, My. 
lord, date I be fo bold to afk whither you are going at 
this time of night all alone, and fo much troubled? 
Has any thing difquieted you ? Yes, faid Bedreddin, a- 
while ago.I was afleep, and my father appeared to me 
in a dream, looking very fiercely upon me, as i f  he 
were extraordinary angry. I ftarted out o f my fleep 
very mucli frightened, and came out imtnediately to go 
and pray upon his tomb.

M y



M y lord, faid the Jew, (who did not know the true 
reafon why Bedreddin left the town) your father of 
happy memory, and my good lord, had ftore of mer­
chandize in feveral veffels, which are yet at fea, and 
belong to you ; I beg the favour of you to grant me 
the firft refufal of .them before any other merchant. I 
am able to pay down ready money for all the good? 
that are in ycfur fhips : And to begin, if you will give" 
me thofe that happen to come in the firft Ihip that ar­
rives in fafety, I will pay you down in part of payment 
a thoufand fequins. And drawing out a bag from un­
der his gown, he Ihevved it him fealed up with one 
feal.

Bedreddin Haffan. being banilhed from home, and 
difpoffeffed o f all that he had in. the world, looked 
upon thispropofalof the Jew’s as a favour from heaven, 
and therefore accepted it with a great deal of joy.. 
M y lord> faid the jew, then you fell unto me for 1000 
fequins, the lading o f the firft o f  your fhips that fhall 
arrive in port. Yes, anfwered Bedreddin, I fell it to 
you for a 1000 fequins ; it is done. Upon this the Jew 
delivered him the bag o f tooo fequins, and offered to 
count them* but Bedreddin Haffan faved him the trou­
ble, and faid, he would truft his word. Since itisfo, 
my lord, faid he, be pleafed to favour me with a fmall. 
note in writing of the bargain we have made. And 
having faid this, he pulled the inkhorn from his girdle, 
and taking a fmall reed out of it neatly cut for writing,, 
hepreiented it to him with a piece of. paper he took 
out o f his letter-cafe: and whilft he held the ink-horn,. 
Bedreddin Haffan wrote thefe words.

“  This writing is to teitify, that Bedreddin Haffan 
“  o f Baliora has fold to lfaacthe Jew, for the fum o f 
"  one thoufand fequins, received in hand, the lading of 
“  the firft of his (trips that lhall arrive in this port.”

“  Bedreddin Haffan of Balfora.”
This note he delivered to the Jew, who put it in his 

letter-cafe, and then took his leave of him.
W hile Ifaac purfued his journey to the city, Bedred- 

did made me bed of his way to his father Nourreddin 
A ll’ s tomb. When he came to it, he bowed his face 
to the. ground, and, with his eyes full of tears, de­

plored :



plored his miferable condition. Alas! faid he, unfor­
tunate Bedreddin, what will become of thee i Whither 
canft thou fly for refuge againft the unjuft prince that 
perfecutes thee ? Was it not enough to be afflidled for 

the death of fo dear a father ? Mult fortune needs add. 
new misfortunes to juft complaints ? He continued a 
iong time in this pofture, but at laft rofe up again, and 
leaning his head upon his father’s fepulchre, his for rows, 
returned more violently than before ; fo that he fighed 
and mourned, till, overcome withheavinefs, he ftretched. 
himfelf all along upon the floor, and fell afleep.

He had not flept long, till a genie, who had retired, 
to that church-yard during the day, and was intending, 
according to his cuftom, to range about the world at 
night, efpying this young man in Nourreddin A ll ’ s 
tomb ; he entered, and finding Bedreddin lying on his 
back, was furprized at his beauty.

Hay-light appeared, and prevented Scheherazade’s 
going on with her ftory, but next night at the ufuajj 
hour ihe continued it thus!

The Ninety-eighth Night'.

W H E N  the genie had attentively confidered 
Bedreddin Haffan, he faid to himfelf, T o  

judge ofthis creature by his good mein, he would feem 
to be an angel of the terreftrial paradife, whom God 
has fenttoput the world in a flame with his beauty. 
A t laft, after he had fatisfied himfelf with looking upon 
hijn, he took a flight into the air, where meeting by 
chance with a fairy, they faluted one another ; after 
which he faid to her, Pray defcend with me into the 
church-yard, where I flay, and I will fhew you a pro­
digious beauty, which is worthy your admiration as 
well as mine. The fairy confented, and both defcend- 
edin an inftant ; they came into the tomb. Look ye, 
faid the genie to the fairy, Ihewing her Bedreddin 
Haflan, Did you ever fee a young man of a better 
lhape, and more beautiful than this i

The fairy, having attentively obferved Bedreddin, 
returned to the genie; I  muft confefs, faid Ihe, that 
he’s a very handfome man, but I juft now came from 
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feeing an objeil at Cairo, more admirable than this-; 
and i f  you will hear me, I will tell you a itrange ftory 
concerning her. You will very much oblige mein fo* 
doing, anfwered the genie. You mull know then, faid 
the fairy, (for I will tell it you at length) that the ful­
tan of Egypt has a vizier called Schemfeddin Moham­
med, who has a daughter o f about twenty years of age, 
the mod beautiful and complete perfon that ever was 
known. The fultan having heard of this young lady’s 
beauty, fent the other day for her father, and told him, 
I underhand you have a daughter to marry; I have 5, 
mind to marry her : W ill not you ccnfeat to it ? The 
vizier, who did not expedt this propofal, was troubled 
at it , and inflead of accepting it joyfully, which another 
in his place would certainly have done, he anfwered 
the fultan; M ay it pleafe your majefty, l  am not wor­
thy of the honour you confer upon me, and 1 moll 
humbly befeech you to pardon me, i f  I do not agree to 
your requell. You know I had a brother called Nour- 
xeddin A li, who had the honour, as well as myfelf, to 
be one o f your viziers: W e had fome differences toge­
ther, which was the caufe o f his leaving me on a fudden, 
and fince that time I have had no account of him till 
within thefe four days, that I heard he died at Balfora, 
being grand vizier to the fultan o f  that kingdom.

.He has left a fon behind him, and there having been 
an agreement between us to match our children together, 
i f  ever we had any, I am perfuaded he intended that 
match wjien he d ied; and being delirous to fulfil the 
promife on my part, I conjure your majefty to grant me 
leave. You have in your,court many other lords, who 
have daughters as well as I ,  on whom you may pleafe 
to bellow that honour.

_ The fultan o f Egypt was incenfed againft Schemfed- 
din Mohammed to the higheft degree.

Here Scheherazade llopt, becaufe day appeared, and 
next night refumed her ftory ; Hill perionating the 
vizier Giafar fpeaking to Karoun. Alrafchid the ea- 
Mph,.
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The Ninety-ninth Night.

T HE fultan o f Egypt, provoked at this bold denial 
of Schemfeddin Mohamrrled, fays to him in paf- 

tion which he could not reftraia; Is this the way you re­
quite my propolal to (loop fo low as to defire your a l­
liance; I  know how to-revenge your daring to prefer 
another to me, and I fwear that your daughter (hall be 
married to the moll contemptible and ugly of all my 
Haves. And, having fpoken thofe words, he angrily bid, 
the vizier be gone, who went home to his houfe full o f  - 
confufio-n, and extraordinary fad.

This very day the fultan fent for one of his grooms, 
who is hump backed, big-bellyed, crook-legg’d, and as 
ugly as- a hobgoblin ; and after having commanded 
Schemfeddin Mohammed to confentto marry his daugh­
ter to this ghailly Have, he caul'ed the contradl to be 
made and figned by witnefles in his own prelcnce. T h e  
preparations for this fantallical wedding are all ready, 
and this very moment all the Haves belonging to the lords 
of the court of Egypt are waiting at the door-of a b a g ­
nio, each with a flambeau in his hand, for the crook*, 
back’d groom, who is bathing himfelf, to go along w ith 
them to his bride, who is already dreffed to receive 
him ; and when 1 departed from.Cairo, the ladies m et 
for that purpofe were going to condudl her in her nup­
tial attire to the h^ll, where (he is to receive her hump­
backed bridegroom, and is this minute now expefling ' 
him. 1 have feen her, and do aflure you, that no per- 
fon can look upon her without admiration. '

When the fairy left off fpeaking, the genie fays to 
her, Whatever you think or fay, 1 cannot be perfuaded 
that the g ir l’s beauty exceeds that of this young man. I  
will not difpute it with you, anfwered the fairy ; for 
I mull confefs he deferves to be married to that charm­
ing creature, which they defign for hump-back. A nd 
I think it were a deed worthy of us to obltrufl the 
fultan o f Egypt’s injullice, and put this young gentle­
man in the room of the Have., You are in the right, an­
fwered the genie; I am extremely obliged to you for 
fo good a thought; let us deceive him. I confent to your 
revenge upon the fultan o f Egypt; let us comfort a dif-
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treffed father, and make his daughter as happy as (he 
thinks herfelf miferable; I will do my utmoft endeavour 
to make this projett take, and 1 am perfuaded, you 
w ill not be backward. I will be at the pains'to carry 
him to Cairo, before he awake, and afterwards leave it 
to your care, to carry him elfewhere, when we have ac- 
complifhed our defign.

T h e  fairy and the genie having thus concerted what 
they had to do, the genie lifted up Bedreddin Haffan 
gently, and with an inconceivable Aviftnefs, carried him 
through the air, and fet him down at the door of a pub- 
lic k  houfe next to the bagnio, whence hump-back was 
to come with the train o f Haves that waited for him. 
Bedreddin Haffan awaked that very moment, and was 
m ightily furprized to find hintfelf in the middle of a city 
he knew n o t; he was a going to cry out, and to afk 
where he w as; but the genie touched him gently on the 
fhoulder, and forbid him to fpeak a word. Then he 
put a torch in his hand, and bid him go and mix with 
the crowd at the bagnio-door and follow them till you 
com e into a hall, where they are going to celebrate a 
marriage. T h e bride-grooni is a hump-backed fellow,, 
and by that you will eafily know him. Put yourfelf at 
the right hand as you go in , and then immediately 
open the purfe o f fequins you have in your bofom, and 
diftribute ’em among the muficiansand dancers, as they 
go  a lo n g ; and when you are got into the hall, give- 
money alfo to the female flaves you fee about the bride,, 
when they come near you ; but every time you put 
your hand in your purfe, be fure to take out a whole 
handful, and do not fpare them. Obferve to do every 
thing exaftly as I have told you, with great prefence of 
mind ; be not afraid o f  any perfon or thing, and leave 
the reft to a fuperior power, who will order matters as 
he thinks fit.

Young Bedreddin, being well inftrutted in all that he- 
was to do, advanced towards the doer of the bagnio : 
the firft thing he did was to ligh t his torch as that o f  a. 
flave ; and then mixing among them as i f  he belonged 
to fome noblemen of Cairo, he marched along as they 
d id , and followed hump-back," who came out o f the 
bagnio, and mounted a. horfe out of the fultan’s own

liable*.



ftable. Day-light appearing, put a flop to Schehera­
zade’s difcourfe, and flhe deferred the following part of 
the ftory till next night.

The Hundredth Night.

SI R , faid flie, the vizier Giafar continued his'dif­
courfe, and faid, Bedreddin Halfan, coming near 

to the muficians, and men and women dancers, who 
vvent juft before the bridegroom, pulled out time after 
time whole handfuls o f fequins, which he diftributed 
among them: and as he thus gave his money with an 
unparallel’d grace and engaging mein, all thofe that 
received it call their eyes upon him ; and, after they 
had a full view of his face, they found him fo hand- 
fame and comely, that they could not look off again.

A t laft they came to Schemfeddin Mohammed’s gate, 
who was Bedreddin Haflan’s uncle, and little thought 
his nephew was fo near. The door-keepers, to pre­
vent any diforder, kept back all the Haves that carried 
torches, and would not let them come in. Bedreddin 
was likewife refufed j but the muficians who had free 
entrance, ftood Hill, and protefted they would not go 
in, i f  they hindered him to go along with them. H eis 
not one of the Haves, fay they, look upon him and 
you 11 loon be fatisfied as to that. He is certainly a 
young ftranger, who is curious to fee the ceremonies 
oblerved at weddings in this city, and faying thus, 
they put him in the m idftof them, and carried him in 
whether the porters would or no; they took his torch 
out of his hand, and gave it to the firft they m e t: 
having brought them into the hall, they placed him at 
the right hand of the hump-backed bridegroom, who 
fat near the vizier’s daughter on a throne moft richly 
adorned.

She appeared very lovely in all her dreffes, but in 
her face there was nothing to be feen but vexation and 
mortal grief. The caufe of this was eafy to be gueffed 
at, when fhe had by her fide a bridegroom fo very de­
formed, and fo unworthy of her love." The throne 
of that ill-matched couple^ was in the midft o f a fofa. 
The ladies of the emirs, viziers, and thofe of the fol-
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tan V  bed-chamber, and feveral other ladies of the court 
and city were placed on each fide, a little lower; every 
one according to their quality, and all of them fo fine 
and richly drefied, that it was one of the pleafanteft 
fights that could be feen, each o f  them holding a large 
wax taper in their hand.

When they faw Bedreddin HafTan come into the room> 
they all fixed their eyes upon him , and admiring hi* 
ihape, his behaviour, and the beauty of his face they 
could not forbear looking upon him . When he was fet 
down every one left their feats, and came near to him 
to have a full vie\  ̂ of his face, and almoft all of ’em, as 
they turned to their feats, found themfelves moved with 
tender pafiion.

T h e  difparity between Bedreddin Haffan and the 
hump-backed grgom, who made fuch a horrible figure, 
occafioned a great murmuring among the company ; 

-• infomuch that the ladies cried out, We muft give our 
bridge to this handforne young gentleman, and not to 
this ugly hump-back. Nor did they rell here, but ut~ 
tered imprecations againft the fiiltan, who, abufing hi* 
abfolute power, would unite uglinefs and beauty toge­
ther. T h ey did alfo upbraid the bridegroom, fo as 
they put him quite out o f countenance, to the great fa- 
tisfadlion o f the fpettators, whofe fliouts for fome time 
put a flop to the concert o f mufick in the hall. At lait 
the muficians began again, and the women who had 
drefibd the bride, came all about her. But Schehera­
zade perceiving day, broke off till' next night, when 
fhe continued her ftory.

Note, The hundred and firft, and the hundred and 
fecond night, in the original, contain only a deicription 
o f feven robes, and feven different drefles, which the 
vizier Schemfeddin M oham m ed’s daughter changed at 
the found of the inilrurnents. And this defcription 
having nothing pleafant in it ,  and befides being inter- 
mixt with verfes, which in the Arabian tongue are very 
fine, but would lofe their beauty by a tranflatidn, I. 
thought it not worth while W  tranllate thole, two 
nights.

The



The Hundred and Third Night.

SI R , fays Scheherazade to the fultan o f the Indies,
I hope your majefty has not forgot, that ’tis the 

■ grand vizier Giafar, who fpeaks to the caliph Haroun 
Alrafchid. Each time, continues he, that the new 
■ bride changed her habit, (he role up from her feat, fol­
lowed by her bride-woman, and palled by hump-back 
without giving him one look, and went towards Bed­
reddin Haffan, before whom Ihe prefented herfelf in her 
new attire. On thisoccafion, Bedreddin, according to 
the inftru&ions given him by the genie, failed not to 
put his hands in his purfe, and pulled out handfuls o f 
iequins, which he diftributed among the women that 
followed the bride. Nor did he forget the players and 
dancers, but alfo threw money to them. ’Twas pleafant 
tofeehovvtheypulhedone another to gather it up. T hey 
ihewed themfelves very thankful, and made him figns 
that the young bride Ihould be for him, and not for the 
hump-back fellow. The women that attended her, 
■ told her the fame thing, and did not value whether the 
groom heard them or not; lor they put a thoufand tricks 
upon him, which very much pleafed the fpeftators.

When the ceremony of changing habits was palled, 
the mufek ceafed and went away, but made a fign to 
Bedreddin Haffan to ftay behind- The ladies did the 
fame, and went all home, butthofe that belonged to the 
houfe. The bride went into a clofet, whither her wo­
man followed to undrefs her, and none remained in the 
hall but the hump-back groom, Bedreddin Haffan and 
dome of the domelticks.

Hump-back, who was furioufly mad at Bedreddin, 
fufpefling him to be his rival, gave him a crofs look, 
and faid, And thou, what doff thou wait for f Why- 
art thou not gone as well as the reft ? Be gone. Bed­
reddin having no pretence to ftay, withdrew, not 
knowing what to do with himfelf. But he was not 
got out of the porch when the genie and the fairy m«t 
and flopped him. Whither are you going? faid the 
fairy j Stay, for hump-back is notin the hall, he is 
gone out about forne bufinefs you have nothing to
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do but return, and introduce yourfelf into the bride’ s 
chamber. As foon as you are alone with her, tell her 
boldly that you are her Jiulband, that the fultan’s in­
tention was only to make fport with the groom ; and 
to make this pretended bridegroom fome amends, you 
had caufed to be prepared for him , in the liable, a 
good dilh of cream. And then tell her all the fine 
things you can think on to perfuade her ; for being fo 
handfome as you are, little perfualion will do, (he will 
think herfelf happy in being deceived fo agreeably.
In the mean time we will take care that the hump-back 
lhall not return, and let nothing hinder you to pafs the 
night with your bride, for (he is your’s and none of 
his.

W hile the fairy thus encouraged Bedteddin, and in- 
ftrudled him how he ihouid behave himfelf, Hump back 
was really gone out of the room. Por the genie went 
to him in the (hape of a great cat, miauling-at a mod 
fearful rate. The fellow called to the cat, he clapped 
his hands to make her flee, but inftead of that, the 
cat flood upon her hinder feet, flaring with her eyes 
like fire, looking fiercely at him, miaulling louder than, 
ihe did at firft, andgrowing bigger till (he was as large ■, 
as an afs. A t this fight, Hump-back would have 
cried out for help, but his fear was fo great, that he 
flood gaping and could not utter one word; and that 
he might have no time to recover, the genie changed 
him felf immediately into a large buffalo, and in this 
At ape called to him, with a voice that redoubled his 
fear, Thou hump-backed villain. A t thefe words the 
affrighted groom caft him felf upon the ground, and co­
vering his face with his gow n, that he might not fee this 
dreadful beaft, Sovereign prince o f  buffaloes, (faid he) 
what is it you want ofm e r Woe be to thee, (replies the 
genie;) haft thou the boldnefs to venture to marry my 
miftrefs ? O my lord, (faid Hump-back) I pray you to 
pardon me ; i f  1 am guilty, ’ tis through ignorance. I 
did not know that this lady had a buffalo to her fweet- - 
h ea rt; command me in any thing you pleafe, I give 
you my oath that I am ready to obey you. By death 
(replied the genie) i f  thou goeft out from hence, or 
fpeakeft a word till the fun rifes, I  w ill qufti thy head

to



t® pieces ; but then I give thee leave to go from hence :
I warn thee to make difpatch, and not to look b ack ; but 
i f  thou haft the imprudence to return, it (hall coft thee 
thy life. When the genie had done fpeaking, he tranf- 
formed himfelf into the fhape of a man, took Hump­
back, by the legs, and after having fet him againft the 
wall with his head downwards, i f  thou ftir, faid he, be­
fore the fun rife, as I have told thee already, I will take 
thee by the heels again, and dalh thy head in a thoufand 
pieces againft the wall.

T o  return to Bedreddin Haflan, who being prompted 
by the genie, and the prefence of the fairy, he got into 
the hall again, from whence he flipt into the bride- 
chamber, where he fat down, expe&ing the fuccefs o f  
his adventure. After a while the bride arrived, con- . 
dudted by an old matron, who came no farther than the 
door, exhorting the bridegroom to do his duty like a 
man, without looking in to fee if  it was Hump-back^ 
or another, and then locked the door, and retired.

The young bride was m ightily furprized inftead o f  
Hump-back to find Bedreddin Haflan, who came up to 
her with the beft grace in the world ! What ! my dear 
friend, (faid (lie) by your being here at this time o f  
night you mull: be my hufband’s comrade ? No, madam, 
(faid Bedreddin) I am o f another fort of quality than 
that ugly hump-back. But (faid (he) you don’t confider 
that you fpeak degradingly of my hulband. He your 
hufband, madam, (replies he) can you retain thofe" 
thoughts fo long ? Be convinced of your miftake, m a- 
dam, for fo much beauty muft never befacrificed to the 
moft contemptible of all mankind, ’ Tis I, madam, that 
am the happy mortal for whom it is referved. The fultan 
had a mind to make himfelf merry, by putting this trick 
upon the vizier your father, but he chofeme to be your 
real hufband. You might have obierved how the ladies, 
the muficians, the dancers, your women, and all the 
fervants of your family, werepleafed with this comedy.
W e have fent that hump-back fellow to his liable again, 
where he is juft now eating a di(h o f cream. And you 
may reft a (hired that he w ill never appear any more 
before your eyes.

A t this dilcourfe the vizier’s daughter (who was
more
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more like one dead than alive when (he came into the 
bride-chamber) put on a gay air, which made her fo 
handfome, that Bedreddin was perfectly charmed with 
her.

I did net expeft, faid (he, to meet with fo pleafing a 
furprize ; and I had condemned myfelfto live unhappy 
all my days. But my good fortune is fo much the 
greater, that I poflels in you a man that is worthy of 
my tendered affection.

H aving fpoken thus, fhe undreffed herfelf, and (lept 
into bed. Bedreddin Haflan, overjoyed to fee himfelf 
poffeffor of fo many charms, made hafle to follow her, 
and laid his clothes upon a chair, with a bag that he got 
from the Jew ; which notwithllanding all the money' he 
had pulled out, was dill full. He likewife laid off his • 
■ turban, and put on a night cap that had been ordained 

for Hump-back, and fo went
„ . to bed in his ihirt and draw*

.*  Jlltheeajiernn*- ^  His dfawers wer£ of
{tons lte ™ their dra<w- b]ue fati ^ d whh ]ace 
ers but this circumjtance r
^ I fa n d h im in fte a d  ' beginning tQ dawB,

t jtjegue of .eflory. obbged Scheherazade to dop ;

but next night, being called 
upon at the ordinary hour, fhe refumed her dory, and 
went on after this manner :

The Hundred and Fourth Night.

W H iid the two lovers were adeep, (faid the grand 
vizier Giafar) the genie, who had met again 

•with the fairy, fays to her, T h a t it was high time to 
iinilh what was begun, and fo fuccefsfully carried on 
hitherto ; then let us not be overtaken by day-light, 
which will foon appear ; go you and bring off the 
young man again without aw aking him.

T h e  fairy went into the bed-chamber where the two 
lovers were fad afleep, and took up Bedreddin. Haffan 
juft as he was, that is to fay, in his ihirt and drawers ; 
stnd in company with the genie with a wonderful fwift- 
nefs flew away with him to the gates of Damafcus in  
Syria, where they arrived jud at the time when the 
©(deers o f the mpfques, appointed for that end, were
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calling the people to come to prayers at break o f  day. 
The fairy laid Sedreddin Haflan foftly on the ground, 
and leaving him dole by the gate, departed with the 
genie.

The gate o f the city being opened, and a great many 
people affembled to get out, they were mightily fur- 
prized to fee Bedreddin Haflan lying in his ftiirt and 
drawers upon the ground. One laid, He has been hard 
put to it to get away from his miftrefs, that he could 
not get time to put on his clothes. Look ye, fays 
another, how people expol'e themfelves; fure enough 
hehasfpent moft part o f the night in drinking with 
his friends, till he has got drunk, and then, perhaps, 
having occafion to go out, inftead of returning, is come 
this length, and not having his fenfes about him, was 
overtaken with fleep. Others were of another opinion ; 
but nobody could gucfs what had been the occafion o f  
his coming thither.

A  fmall puir o f wind happening to blow at the fame 
time, uncovered his bread:, that was whiter than fnow. 
Every one being druck with admiration at the finenefs 
of his complexion, they fpoke fo loud that it awaked 
the young man.

His furprize was as great as theirs, when he found 
himfelf at the gate o f a city, where he had never be$n 
before, and encompaffed by a crowd of people gazing 
at him. Gentlemen, faid he, for God’s fake tell m e 
where I am, and what you would have of me ? One o f  
the crowd fpoke to him faying, Young man, the gates 
of the city were jud  now opened, and as we came out 
we found you lying here in this condition, and flood 
ftill to look on you : Have you lain here all night r A nd 
don’ t you know that you are at one of the gates o f D a- 
mafcus ? A t one-of the gates of Damafcus! anfivered 
Bedreddin ; fure you mock me. When I lay down to 
fleep laft night I was at Cairo. When lie faid thefe 
words, fome of the people moved with compaffion for 
him, faid, ’ Tisa pity that fuch a handfome young man 
Ihould have loft his fenfes ; and fo went away.

M yfon, lays an old gentleman to him, you know 
not what you fay. How is it potfible that you being 
this morning at Damafcus, could be laft night at Cairo? 
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’ T is  true for all that, faid Bedreddin ; fo r i fwear to 
you, that I was all day yefterday at Balfora. He had 
no fooner faid thefe words, but all the people fell into a 
£t o f laughter, and cried out, H e’s a fool, he’s a mad­
man. There were fome, however, that pitied him be- 
caufe of his youth ; and one among the company faid 
to him, M y fon, you r o d  certainly be crazed, you do 
not confider what you fay. Is it poffible that a man 
could yefterday be at Balfora, the fame night at Cairo, 
and next morning at Damafcus ? Sure you are afleep 
ftill,com eroufe up your fpirits. What I fay, anfwered 
Bedreddin Haffan, is fo true, that laft night I was mar­
ried  in the city of Cairo. A ll thofe that laughed before, 
could not forbear laughing again, when he faid fo: Call 
yourfelf to mind, fays the fame perfon that fpoke be­
fore, you have fore enough dreamt all this, and that 
fancy ftill pofTefles your brain- I am fenfible of what I 
fa y , anfwered the young man. Pray can you tell me 
how it was poffible for me to go in a dream to Cairo, 
where I am very certain I was in perfon, and where my 
bride was feven times brought before me, each time 
drefied in a different habit, and where I faw an ugly 
hump-backed fellow, to whom they intended to give 
h er? Betides, I want to know what is become o f  my 
gow n, my turban, and the bag o f fequins I had at 
C airo.

Though he allured them that all thefe things were 
matter of fadl, yet they could not forbear to laugh at 
him : which put him into fuch a confufion, that he 
knew  not well what to think o f  all thofe adventures. 

D ay-light, which began to appear in Schahriar’s 
apartment, impofed filence on Scheherazade ; but next 
night fae refumed her ftory.

¥bc Hundred and Fifth Night.

SIR , faidfhe, after Bedreddin Haffan had confidently 
i affirmed all that he faid to be true, he rofe up to go 

into the town, and every one that followed him, called 
out, A  madman, a fool. Upon this fome looked out at 
their windows, fome came to their doors, and others 
joined with thofe that were about him, calling out as

they



they did, A  madman ; but not knowing for what. In  
this perplexity of mind the young gentleman happened 
to come before a paftry-cook’s Ihop, and went into i t  
to avoid the rabble.

This paltry-cook had formerly been captain to a troop 
of Arabian robbers, who plundered the caravans; and 
though he was become a citizen of Damafcus, where he 
behaved himfelf to every one’s content; yet he was 
dreaded by all thofe that knew him, wherefore as foou 
as he came out to the rabble that followed Bedreddin, 
they difperfed.

The paftry-cook, feeing them all gone, afked him 
what he was, and who brought him thither ? Bedreddin 
Haffan told him all, not concealing his birth, nor the 
death of his father the grand vizier: He afterwards 
gave him an account why he leftBalfora ; how, after he 
had fallen afleep the night following upon his father’ s 
tonib, he found himlelf when he awaked at Cairo, 
where he had married a lad y; and at laft, in what 
amazement he was, when he found himfelf at Damaf­
cus, without being able to penetrate into all thofe 
wonderful adventures.

Your hiftory is one of the mofl furprizing (faid the 
paftry-cook) ; but i f  you w ill follow my advice, you 
dial! let no man know thofe matters you have revealed 
to me, but patiently expea till heaven think fit to put 
an end to your misfortunes ; you fhall be free to flay 
with me till then ; and fince I have no children, 1 w ill ' 
own you for my l'on, i f  you content to i t ; and after you 
are fo adopted, you may freely walk up and down the 
city, without being expofed any more to the infults o f  
the rabble.

. T il° ’ this adoption was below the fon of a grand vi- 
?ier, Bedreddin was glad to accept o f the paftry-cook’* 
propofals, judging it the belt thing he could do, coa- 
lidenng his then circumftances. The cook clothed him, 
called tor witneffes, and went before a notary, where he 
acknowledged him for his fon. After this, Bedreddin, 
ftaid with him by the name o f Haffan, and learned the 
paltry-trade.

! ^ i M  th*s Paft at Damafcus, Schemfeddin Moham­
med s daugnter awaked, and finding Bedreddin gone
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out of bed, fuppofed he had rifen foftly for fear o f dif- 
turbing her, but he would fOon return. As Ihe was in 
expe&ation ofhim, herfather the vizier (who was migh- - 
t ily  vexed at the affront put upon him by the fultan) 
came and knocked at her chamber-door with arefolution 
to  bewail her fad deftiny. H e called her by her name, 
and (he knowing him by his voice, immediately got up, 
and opened the door. She kiffed his hand, and received 
him  with fo much fatisfaflion in her countenance, as 
furprized the vizier, (who expefted to find her drowned 
in  tears, and â  much grieved as hirofelf.) Unhappy 
wretch ! faid he in a paffion, do yo^ appear before me 
thus ? after the hideous facrifice ypu have juft confum- 
m ated, can you fee me with fo much fdtisfaflion ? Sche­
herazade left off when Hie came this length, becaufe 
d ay  appeared ; and next night refunded her difcourfe to 
the fultan of the Indies.

tfhe Hundred and Sixth Night.

SI R ,  the grand v iz ie r  G ia far  went on with the relation 
o f Bedreddin Haffan’ s ftory thus:

T h e hew bride feeing her father angry at her pleafant 
countenance, fays to him, For God’s fake, Sir, do not 
reproach me wrongfully ; ’ tis not the hump-back fellow, 
whom I abhor more than death ; ’ tis not that monfter I 
have married ; every body laughed him to fcorn, and 
put him fo out o f countenance, that he was forced to run 
away and hide him felf, to make room for a charming 
young gentleman, who is my real hulband. What fable 
do you tell me, laid Schemfeddin Mohammed, roughly? 
W h a t ! D id not Crook-back lie  with you to-night i No, 
S ir , faid Ihe, it was that young gentleman 1 told you of, 
who has large eyes ana black eye-brows. At thefe words 
the vizier loft all patience, and fell into a terrible paffion. 
A h , wicked woman 1 fays h e, you will make me dif- 
tracted! ’ Tis you, father, faid  ftie, that puts me out of 
m y fenfes by your incredulity. So ’ tis not true, replies
the vizier, that Hump-back------ Let us talk no more of
H um p-back, faicLlhe, a curfe upon Hump-back, mull 
X Hi ways have him caft in my difh. Father, faid Ihe,
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I tell you once more, that I did not bed with him , 
but with my dear fpoufe, who, I believe, is not very 
far off.

Schemfeddin Mohammed went out to feek him, but 
inftead o f feeing him , was mightily furprized to find 
Hump-back with his head on the ground, and his heels 
uppermoft, as the genie had fet him againft the w all, 
What’s the meaning o f this, faid he ? who placed you 
thus ? Crook-back, knowing it to be the vizier, an-, 
fivered, a las! alas! ’ tis you then that would marry 
me to the miftrefs of a buffalo, the fvveetheart o f an 
ugly gen ie; I won’ t be your fool, you fhan’ t put a trick 
upon me.

Scheherazade flopTKere, and next night refumed her 
flory thus :

The Hundred and Seventh Night.

SIR , Schemfeddin Mohammed, when he heard Hump­
back fpeak thus, thought he was raving, and b id  

him move, and ftand upon his legs. I will take care 
how I do that, faid Hump-back, unlefs the fun be rifen. 
Know, Sir, that when l  came hither laft night, on a  
fudden a black cat appeared to me, and in an inftant 
grew as big as a buffalo. I have not forgot what he 
faid to me, therefore you may go about your bufinefs, 
and leave me here. The vizier, inftead of going aw ay, 
took him by the heels, and made him get up. T hen 
Hump-back ran oft'as fall as hef could, without looking 
behind him ; and coming to the palace prefented him felf 
to* the fultan, who laughed heartily when he told him  
the flory how the genie had ferved him.

Schemfeddin Mohammed returned to his daughter’s 
chamber, more aftonilhed than before. Well then, m y 
abufed daughter, faid he, can you give me no farther 
light into this matter ? Sir, faid fhe, I can give you no 
other account, than what I have done already. H ere 
are my hulband’s clothes, which he left upon the cnair;. 
perhaps you may find iomewhat there that may folve your 
doubt- Then (he Ibewed him Bedreddin’s turban, which, 
he took, and examined narrowly on. all dues. I fhouid 
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take this to be a vizier’ s turban, 
* The town of Mouf- i f  it were not made after the, 

foulisinMefopotamia, lVIouffoul * fafhion. But per- 
butit over-againf old ceiving fomewhat to be fewed 
Nineveh. between the duff and the lining,

he called forfciffars, and having 
unript it, found the paper which Nourreddin Ali gave 
Bedreddin his ion as lie was dying, and which he had 
put into his turban for more fecurity.

Schemieddin Mohammed having opened the paper, 
knew  his brother Nourreddin’s hand, and found this 
luperfcriptioii, For my fon Bedreddin Haffau. Before he 
could make any reflections upon it, his daughter deli­
vered him the bag, that lay under his clothes, which 
he likewife opened, and found it full of fequins ; for* 
as I told you before, notwithftanding all the liberality 
o f Bedreddin, it was flill kept full by the genie, and 
fairy. He read thefe following words upon a note in 
the bag, A  thoufand fequins belonging tolfaac the Jew. 
A nd thefe lines nnderneath, which the jew wrote before 
he parted from Bedreddin Haflan, ‘  Delivered to Bedred-
* din Haflan, for the cargo o f the firtl of thofe fhips
* that formerly belonged to Nourreddin Ali his father,
* o f  worthy memory, fold unto me upon its arrival in
* this place.’ He had fcarce read thefe vyords, when he 

gave a fhout, and fainted aw ay.
Scheherazade gave over here, and next night began 

again thus:

The Hundred and Eighth Night.

SI R , the vizier Schemfeddin Mohammed being re­
covered from his fit by the help o f his daughter, 

and the women (he called to her affiftance ; Daughter 
(faid he) do_ not frighten yourfelf at this accident, the 
reafon of it is fuch as you can fcarcely believe. Your 
bridegroom is your coufin, the fon of Nourreddin A li .  
T h e  thoufand fequins in the bag puts m ein mind o f  a 
quarrel 1 had with my dear brother, *ds without doubt 
the dowry he gives you- God be praifed for all 
things, and particularly for this miraculous adventure, 
which dernonifrates his almighty power; Then looking

again
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again upon his brother's writing, he killed it feveial 
times, ihedding abundance of tears.

He looked over the book from one end to t’other, 
where he found the date of his brother’s arrival at Bal- 
fora, o f his marriage, and of the birth of Bedredditt 
Haflan ; and when he com pared the fame with the day 
of his own marriage, and the birth of his daughter 
at Cairo, he admired how every thing did agree fo 
exaftly.

The happy difcovery put him into fuch a tranfport 
of joy, that he took up the book, with the ticket o f  
the bag, and (hewed it to the fulcan, who pardoned 
what was paft, and was fo much pleafed with the re ­
lation of this adventure, that he caufed it with all its 
circumftances to be put in writing for the ufe o f  
pofterity.

M ean while the vizier Schemfeddin Mohammed could 
not comprehend the reafon why his nephew did not 
appear ; he expedled him every moment, and was im ­
patient to have him in his arms. After he had ex- 
petted him feven days in vain, he fearched for him  
through all Cairo, but could hear no news of h im , 
which perplexed him very much. This is the ftrangeft 
adventure, faid he, that ever man met with. And not 
knowing what alteration might happen, bethought fit 
to draw up in writing with his own hand, after what 
manner the wedding had been folemnized ; how the 
hall and his daughter’s bed-chamber was furniihed, and 
other circumftances. H e likevvife made the turban., the 
bag, and the reft of Bedreddin’s things into a bundle, 
and locked them up— —

T h e fultanefs Hopped here, and next night purfued 
her difcourfe thus:

The Hundred and Ninth Night.

SIR , after fome days were paft, the vizier’ s daughter 
perceived herfelf with child, and was brought to 

bed of a fon after nine months. A  nurfe was provided 
for the child, befides other
women and (laves to wait upon * This word in Ara- 
hint ; and his grandfather call- hick, fignijieswonderful, 
cd him Agib.*
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When young Agib had attained the age offeven, the 
vizier, inftead of teaching him to read at home, put him 
to fchcol with a mailer who was in great efteeni; and 
two Haves were ordered to w ait upon him. Agib ufed 
to play with his fchool-fellows, and as they were all in­
ferior to him in quality, they Ihewed him great refpecl, 
according-to the example of their mailer, who many 
times would pafs by faults in him that he would not pafs1 
by in the reft. This complaifance Spoiled Agib, fo 
th at he became proud and infolent, would havehis play­
fellow’s bear all of him, and would bear nothing from 
them , but be mailer everyw here; and i f  any one took 
the liberty to thwart him , hewould call^hemathoufand 
nam es, and many times beat them.

In  ihort, all thefcholars were weary of his company, 
and complained of him to their mailer. He anfwered, 
T h a t  they mull have patience. But when he faw that 
A g ib  Hill grew more and more infolent, and oCGS >AvrllVK» 
him  a great deal o f troublq, Children, faid he to his 
Scholars, I  find A gib is a little  infolent gentleman ; I 
w ill Ihewyou a way how to mortify him, fo as he lhall 
never torment you any more. N ay, I believe it will 
m ake him leave the fchool. When he comes again to­
morrow, and that you have a mind to play together, fet 
yourfelves round him, and do one of you call out, Come 
let us play, but upon condition, that they who defire to 
play fhali tell his own name, and the names of his father 
and m other; and they who refufe it, lhall be efteemed 
baftards, and not fuffered to play in our company.

N ext day when they were gathered together, they 
failed not to follow their m ailer’ s inftructions ; they 
placed themfelves round A g ib , and one of them called 
out. Let us begin a play, but on condition, that he who 
cannot tell his own name, and that of his father and 
mother, (hall not play at all. They all cried out, and 
fo did Agib, we confent to it. T h en  he thatfpoke firft 
alked every one the queftion, and all fufilled the con­
dition except A gib, Who anfwered, My name is A g ib , 
my mother is called the lady of beauty, and my father 
Schemfeddin Mohammed, vizier to thefultan.

A t tt.efe words all the children cried out, Agib, What 
do you fay ? T hat’s not the name of your lather, but
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your grandfather. A  curfe on you, faid he in a palfion, 
What ! dare you fay that the vizier Schemfeddin M o ­
hammed is not my father ? No, no, cried they w ith 
great laughter, he is but your grandfather, and you 
(hall not play with us. N ay, we will take care how we 
come into your company. Having fpoken thus, they all 
left him, fcoffing him, and laughing among themfelves,- 
which mortified Agib fo much, that he wept.

This fchool-mafter who was near, and heard all that 
palled, came juit at the nick of time, and fpeaking to 
A gib , fays he, A gib , do not you know that the v iz ie r 
Schemfeddin Mohammed is none of your father, but 
your grandfather, and the father of your mother, the 
lady of beauty r W e know not the name of your lather - 
no more than you do. W e only know that the fultaa 
was going to marry your mother to one of his grooms,, 
a hump-back fellow ; but a genie lay with her. T h is  
is hard upon y.ou, and ought to teach you to treat your 
fchool-fellows with lefs haughtinefs than you have done 
hitherto.

Here Scheherazade Hopped, but next night refumed 
her difcourfe thus :

The Hundred and ’Tenth Night.

SI R , little Agib being nettled at this, ran haflily out 
of the fchool, and went home crying. He came 

llraight to his mother’s chamber, who being alarmed to 
fee him thus grieved, alked him the reafon ? He could 
not anfwer for tears, his grief was fo great, and it was 
but now and then he could fpeak plain enough to re­
peat what had been faid to him, and occaiioned his 
sorrow.

When he came to himfelf, Mother, (faid he) for the 
love o f God be pleafed to tell me whft is my father ? 
M yfon ,(faid  (he) Schemfeddin Mohammed, that every 
day makes fo much o f you, is your father? You do 
not tell me truth (faid he) he is your father, and none 
o f mine. But whole fon am 1 ? At this queition, the 
lady of beauty calling to mind her wedding-night, 
which had been fucceeded by a long widowhood, began 
tolhed tears, repining bitterly at the lofs o f fo lovely a 
hulband as Bedreddin.
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Whilft the lady of beauty and Agib were both weep­
ing, in comes the vizier, who demanded the reafon o f 
their iorrovv. The lady told him the (hame Agib had 
undergone at fchool, which did fo much affefl the vizier 
that he joined his tears with theirs, and judging from 
this, that the misfortune which had happened to his 
daughter, was the common difcourfe of the town, he 
was quite out of patience.

Being thus affiidled, he went to the fultan’s palace, 
and tailing prortrate at his feet, moft humbly prayed 
him to give him leave to make a journey into the pro­
vinces of the Levant, and particularly to Balfora, in 
fearch of his nephew Bedreddin Haffan. For he could 
hot bear any longer, that the people of the city Ihould 
believe a genie had got his daughter with child.

T h e  lultan was much concerned at the vizier’s afflic­
tion, approved his refolntio'n, and gave him leave to go. 
H e caufed a palfport alfo to be written for him, praying, 
in the moft obliging terms that could be, all kings and 
princes, in whole dominions the faid Bedreddin might 
fojourn, to grant that the vizier might bring him along 
With him.

Schemfeddin Mohammed, not knowing how to ex- 
prefs his thankfulnefs to the fultan for this favour, 
thought it his duty to fall down before him a fccond 
tim e, and the floods of tears he fhed gave him fufficient 
teftimony o f his gratitude. A t laft, having wilhed the 
lultan all manner of profperity, he took his leave and 
went home to his houle, where he difpofed everything 
for his journey ; and the preparations for it were carried 
on with fo much diligence, that in four days after,- he 
left the city, accompanied with his daughter, the lady 
of beauty, and his grandfon A g ib .

Scheherazade perceiving day, flopped : And the ful­
tan o f  the Indies got up, extremely pleafed with the ful- 
tanefs’ s difcourfe, and refolved to hear it to the end. 
Scheherazade fatisfied his curioilty the night following, 
thus ;

Thi



9"he Hundred and Eleventh Night.

SIR , the grand vizier G'iafar continuing hisdifcourfe 
to the caliph Haroun Alrafchid, proceeded thus : 

Schemfeddin Mohammed fet out for Damafcus with his 
daughter the beautiful lady, and Agib his grand-child. 
They travelled nineteen days without hopping any 
where ; but on the twentieth, arriving in a very pleafant 
mead, at a fmall diitance from the gate o f Damafcus, 
they hopped there, and pitched their tents upon the 
banks o f  a river that runs thro’ the town, and gives a 
very agreeable profpeft to its neighbourhood.

T h e vizierSchemfeddinMohammed declared he would 
hay in that pleafant place two days, and purfue his jou r- 
ney oil the third. In the mean time he gave leave to 
his retinue to go to Damafcus: And almoh all of them 
made ufe of it : Some influenced by curiofity to fee a 
city they had heard fo much of, and others by the op­
portunity o f vending _there the Egyptian goods they 
had brought with them, or buying huffs, and the rari­
ties o f the country. The beautiful lady defiring her 
ion Afgib might (hare in thefatisfadlion of viewing that 
ceTebrated city, ordered the black eunuch that added in 
the quality of his governor, to condudd him thither, 
and take care he came to no harm.

A gib , in magnificent apparel, went along with the 
eunuch, who had a large cane in his hand. 1 hey had 
no fooner entered the city, than Agib, fair and glorious 
as the day, attradded the eyes of the people. Some got 
out o f their houfes to gain a nearer and narrower view 
o f him ; others put their heads out of the windows, and 
thofe who paffed along the flreet, were not fatisfied in 
Hopping to look upon him ; but kept pace with him , 
to prolong the pleafure o f  the agreeable fight : In fine, 
there was nobody that did not admire him, and be­
queath a thoufand benedictions to the father and the 
mother that had given being to fo fine a child. By 
chance the eunuch and he paffed by the fhop where 
Bedreddin Haffan was, and there the crowd was fo 
great, that they were forced to halt.
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T he paftry-copk, that had adopted Bedreddin Haffan, 
had diedfomeyears before, and left him his fhop and all 
his eftate. So Bedreddin became matter of the drop, 
and managed the paftry trade fo dexteroufly, that he 
gained great reputation in Damafcus. Bedreddin feeing 
I'o great a crowd before his door, that were gazing fo 
attentively upon A gib and the black eunuch, ftepped 
out to fee them himfelf.

This laid, Scheherazade perceived it was day, andfo 
was filent: Opon which Schahriar rofe impatient to 
know what fhould pafs between Agib and Bedreddin. 
Towards the end of the next night, the Sultanefs fatis- 
fied his impatience, in relum ing theftory as follows:

The Hundred and Tnuelfth Night,

BF.dreddin Haffan, continued the vizier Giafar, 
having cart his eyes particularly upon Agib, pre- 

fen tly  found himfelf moved, he knew not how, nor for 
what. He was not ffruck lik e  the people with the 
fhining beauty of the boy ; ’ twas another caufe un­
known to him, that gave rife to the trouble and com­
motion he was in. ’ Tw as the fpring and force of the 
blood that worked in this tender father; who laying 
afide all bulinefs, made up to A gib , and with an en­
gagin g  air, faid to him : M y little lord, who has won 
m y foul, be fo kind as to come into my lhop, and eat 
a bit o f fuch fare as I have ; that during that time I 
m ay have the pleafure o f  admiring you at my eafe. 
Thefe words he pronounced w ith fuch tendernefs, that 
tears trickled from his eyes. L ittle  Agib was moved 
when he faw it, and turning to the eunuch, Thishoneft 
man (fays he) has a face that p^eafes me ; he fpeaks in • 
fuch ah afteftionate manner, that I can’ t avoid com­
plying with what he alks ; le t’s ftep into thishoufe, and 
tafte his paftry. A y, in my troth, (replied the Have) 
’ twould be a fine thing to fee the fon of a vizier, like 
you, go into a paftry thop to e a t ; do not you imagine 
that I ’ll fuffer any fuch thing. A las? M y little lord, 
(cried Bedreddin) ’tis a flaming piece of cruelty to truft 
your conduct in the hands of a perfon that treats you 
fo harfhly. Then applying himfelf to the eunuch, My

good



good friend, (continued he,) pray do not hinder this 
young lord to grant me the'favour f  alk ; do not put 
that piece of mortification upon me: rather do me the 
honour to walk in along with him, and by fo doing, 
you’ll give the world to know, that, though your out- 
fide is brown like a chefnut, your infide is as white as 
h is: Do you know, (continued he,) that I am m ailer 
of the fecret to make you white, inllead of being black 
as you are? T his let the eunuch a laughing, and then 
he alked Bedreddin what that fecret was ? I ’ll tell 
you, replied Bedreddin, and fo he repeated fome verfes 
in praife o f black eunuchs, implying, that ’ twas by 
their miniltry that the honour of princes, and o f a ll - 
great men was infured. The eunuch was fo charmed 
with thefe verfes, that, without further hefitation, he 
fuffered Agib to go into the lhop, and went in with him 
him felf

Bedreddin Haffan was overjoyed, in having obtained 
what he had fo paflionately defired, and falling about 
the work he had thus difcontinued, 1 was a m aking, 
faid he, cream-tarts; and you mull, with fubmiflion, 
eat o f ’em : 1 am perfuaded you’ll find them very good; 
for my own mother, who makes them incomparably 
w ell, taught me to make them, and the people fend to 
buy them of me from all quarters of the town. T h is 
faid, he took a cream-tart out of the oven, and after 
llrewing upon it fome pomegranate kernels and fugar, 
fct it before A g ib , who found it very delicious.

Another was ferved up to the eunuch, and he gavq 
the fame judgement.

W hile they were both eating, Bedreddin Haffan 
minded A gib very attentively; and after looking upon 
him again and again, it came into his mind that for 
any thing he knew, he might have fuch a fon by his 

. charming w ife, from whom he had been fo foon and 
fo cruelly feparated ; and the very thought drew tears 
from his eyes. He was thinking to have put fome 
queltions to little A gib  about his journey to D am afcus; 
but the child had no time to gratify his curiofity, for 
that the eunuch prefling him to return to his grand­
father’s tents, took him away as foon as he had done 
eating. Bedreddin Haffan, not contented with looking

after



after him, fhtft up his (hop immediately, and went after 
him.

When Sheherazade came to this period, (he perceived 
day. and difcontinued bet (lory. Then Schahriar rofe, 
reiolving to hear the (lory out, and to fuffer the Sul- 
tanefs to live till (he had made an end of it.

The Hundred and Thirteenth Night.

T tffJ E X T  morning, before day-break, Dinarzade 
awaked her lifter, who went on as follows: Bed- 

reddin Haffan, continued the vizier Giafar, ran after 
A g ib  and the eunuch, and overtook them before they 
were got to the gate of the city. The eunuch perceiv­
ing he followed them, was extremely furprized ; Y ou  
impertinent fellow, you, (aid he, with an angry tone, 
w'hat do you want? My dear friend, replied Bedreddin, 
do not you trouble yourfelf; 1 have a little bufinefs out 
o f  town, that’s juft come into my head, and I muft 
needs go and look after it. H owever, this anfwer d id  
not at all appeafe the eunuch, who turning to A g tb , 
faid, T h is is all along o f you, I forefaw L (hould repent 

1 o f  my com plailance; you would needs go into the 
man’s (hop it was not wifely done in me to give you 
leave. Perhaps, replied A g ib , he has real bufinefs out 
o f  town, and the road is free to every body. W hile 
this paffed, they kept w alking together, without look­
ing behind them, till they came near the vizier’s tents, 
upon which they turned about to fee i f  Bedreddin fol­
lowed them. A gib, perceiving he was within twopaces 
o f him, reddened and whitened alternately, according 
to the divers motions that affefted him. He was afraid' 
the grand vizier, his grandfather, (honld come to 
know-he bad been in the paliry (hop, and had eat there. 
In this dread, he took up a pretty big (lone that la y  
at his foot, and throwing it at Bedreddin Haffan, h it  
him in the forehead, which gave him fuch a wound, 
that his face was covered with blood. Then he took to 
his heels, and ran under the-eunuch’s tent. The eu­
nuch gave Bedreddin to underhand, he had no reafon 
to complain o f a mifehance, that he had merited and 
brought upon himielf.

Bedreddin



Bedreddin turned towards the city, (launching the 
blood o f this wound with his apron, which he had not 
put o ff: I was a fool, faid he within himfelf, for leaving 
my houfe, to take fo much pains about this brat; for 
doubtlefs he would never have uied me after this man­
ner, i f  he had not thought I had fome fatal defigti 
againft him. When he got home, he had his wound 
drefTed, and foftened the ienfe of his mifchance, by the 
refieftion that there was an infinite number of people 
upon the earth, that were yet more unfortunate than he.

D ay peeping in, obliged the Sultanefsto filence, and 
Schahriar got up, pitying Bedreddin, and impatient to 
know the fequel o f the ftory.

The Hundred and Fourteenth Night.

TOwards the clofe o f the enfuing night, Schehe­
razade, addreffed herfelf to the fultan of the In­

dies, purfued her ftory as follows; Sir, tne grand vizier 
G ia far continuing the ltory of Bedreddin Haffan, Bed­
reddin, faid he, kept on the paftry-trade at Damafcus, 
and his uncle Schemfeddin Mohammed went from thence 
three days after his arrival. He went by way ofEm aus, 
H an ah , and Halep ; then crofted the Eupnrates, and 
after pafiing thro’ Mardin, Mpuffoul, Singier, Diarbe- 
ker, and feveral other towns, arrived at lait at Balfora ; 
and immediately after his arrival defired audience of 
the fultan, who was no fooner informed of Schemfeddin’s 
quality than he gave him audience, received him very 
favourably, and aiked him the occafion o f his journey 
to Balfora. Sir, replied the vizier, Schemfeddin Moham­
m ed, I come to know what is become o f the fon o f 
Nourreddin A li, my brother, who has had the honour 
to ferve your majefty. Nourreddin A li, faid the fultan, 
has been dead a long w hile; as for his fon, all I can 
tell you o f him is, that he difappeared all on a fudden, 
about two months after his father’s death, and nobody 
has feen him fince, notwithitanding all the enquiry I 
ordered to be made. But his mother, who is daughter 
o f  one of my viziers, is ftill alive. Schemfeddin M o­
hammed defired leave of the fultan to lee her, and carry 
her to E gyp t; and having obtained his requeft, w ith­
out tarrying till the next day for the fatisfadtion o f feeing

her,



her, enquired after her place o f  abode, and that very- 
hour went to her houfe, accompanied with his daughter 
and his grandfon

T h e widow of Noureddin A lt lived dill in the fame 
place, where her hufband had lived. ’Twas a fine (lately 
houfe, adorned with marble pillars : But Schemfed- 
din did not (lop to view it. A t his entry, he kiffed the 
gate, and the piece o f marble upon which his brother’s 
name war written in letters o f gold. He afked to fpeak 
with his frfter-in-law, and was told by her fervants, that 
file was in a fmall edifice in the form of a dome, which 
they (hewed to him, in the middle of a very fpacious 
court. The matter was, this tender, mother ufed to 
fpend the greateft part o f  day and night in that room, 
which (he had built for a reprefentation of the tomb 
o f Bedreddin Hartan, whom (he took to be dead after 
fo long abfence. A t that very minute lhe was pouring 
tears over the thoughts o f that dear child, and Schem- 
feddin Mohammed entering, found her buried in the 
laft afflidlion.

H e made his compliment, and after befeeching her to 
fufpend her tears and groans, gave her to know he had 
the honour to be her brother-in law , and acquainted her 
with the reafon of his journey from Cairo to Balfora.

Thefe words were no fooner fpoken than Schehera­
zade dropped her (lory upon the approach of day ; but 
refumed the thread o f it next night in the following 
m anner:

The Hundred and Fifteenth Night.

SChemfeddin Mohammed, continued the vizier G ia- 
far, after acquainting his filter-in-!aw withall that 

parted at Cairo on his daughter’s wedding-night, after 
informing her of the furprizal oceafioned by the difco- 
very of the paper fewed up in Bedreddin’s turban, pre- 
fented to her Agib and the beautiful lady.

The widow of Noureddin A li,  who had dill continued 
fitting like a woman moped, and weaned from the 
affairs of this world, no fooner underftood by his dif- 
courfe that her dear fon, whom fhe lamented fo bitterly, 
might (till be alive ,than (he arofe, and with repeated'

hugs



hugs embraced the beautiful lady, and her grand child 
Agib ; and perceiving in the youth the features of 
Bedreddin, ihed tears of a quite different ftamp front 
what {he had been fo long accuftomed to Ihed.̂  She 
could not forbear killing the youth, who, for his part 
received her embraces with all the demonftrations o f  
joy he was capable of. Madam, faid Schemfeddin M o­
hammed, it is time to wipe off your tears, and ceafe 
your groans; you mult think of going along with us to 
Egypt. The fultan of Balfora gives me leave to carry 
you thither, and I do not doubt but you’ll agree to it.
I am hopeful we fhail at laft find out your fon, my 
nephew ; and i f  that comes to pafs, the hiltory of him , 
of you, o f my own daughter, and of my own adventures, 
w ill deferve to be committed to writing, and fo tranf- 
mitted to pollerity.

T he widow o f Nourreddin Ali heard this propofal with 
nleafurEj and from that very minute ordered the prepa­
rations to be made for her departure. While that was 
a doing, Schemfeddin Mohammed defired a iecond 
audience, and after taking leave of the fultan, who 
ufed him with ample marks of refpedl, and gave him a 
conliderable prefent for himfelf, and another of great 
value for the fultan of Egypt, fet out from Balfora for 
the city  o f Damafcus.

W hen he arrived in the neighbourhood o f Damafcus, 
he ordered his tents to be pitched without the gate, at 
which; he defigned to enter the city; and gave out he 
would tarry there three days, to give his equipage reft, 
and buy up the bell curiolities he could meet with, and 
fuch as were worthy of being prefented to the fultan of 
E gyp t.

W hile he was employed in looking upon and picking 
out the lineft Huffs, that the principal merchants had 
brought to his tents, A gib begged the black eunuch 
his governour to carry him through the city, in order to 
fee what he had not leifure to view as he paffed before ; 
and to know what was become of the pallry cook that 
he had wounded with a llone. The eunuch complying 
with his requell/went along with him towards the c ity , 
after leave obtained o f the beautiful lady his mother.

T h ey entered Damafcus by theparadii'e-gate, wnich lay
next



next to the tents of the v iz ie r SchemfeddinMob^mmecf, 
They walked through the great fquares and the publick 
places where the richelt goods were fold, and took a 
view  of the antiem mofque o f  the * Ommiadas, at the

hour of prayer, between noon 
* 'That is of the ca- and f  fun-fet. After that they 

liphs that reftgned after had puffed by the fhop of .Bed- 
the four firft Jucceffort o f  reddin Haffan, whom they 
Mahomet, and were fo  found ftill employed in mak- 
r.amed from one of their ing cream-tarts; I falute you* 
aneeflors, whofe name Sir, fays Agib. Do you know 
was Qmmiam. me ? Do you remember you

f  This prayer is al- ever faw me before ? Bedred- 
ivays faid two hours and din, bearing thele words, call 
a h a lf before Jun-Jet. his eyes upon him, and know­

ing him, (oh the furprizing 
cffefl o f paternal love!) found the fame emotion within 
him ielf, as when he law him firft o f all; he was con­
futed upon the matter, and inftead of making an anfwer,. 
continued a long time without uttering one word. But 
after all, recalling his wits, M y littlelord, faid he, be 
fo kind as to come once more with your governor into 
my houfe, and tafte a cream tart. I beg your lordfliip’ j 
pardon, for the trouble I gave you in following you our 
of town, I was at that time not myfelf, I did not know 

_what L did. You dragged me after you, and the violence 
of the pull was fo fort, that 1 could not withftand it.

Scheherazade, obierving the approaching day, ftopt 
here; and the next night refumed her difeourte to the 
following purpofc :

The Hundred and Sixteenth Night.

A G I B ,  continued the v iz ie r  Giafar, aftonilhed at 
what Bedreddin faid, replied thus: There’ s an 

excefs in the kindnefs you exprefs, and unlefs you 
eng age under oath not to follow me when I go from 
hence, I will not enter into your houfe. If you give 
me your promife, and prove a man of your word, I ’ ll 
vifit you again to-morrow, fmee the vizier my grand­
father, is ftill employed in buying up things for a pre­
lin t to the lultan o f Egypt, M y little lord, (replied

Bedreddin,^



Bedreddin,) I ’ll do whatever you would have me to do. 
This laid, Agib and the eunuch wen: into the fhop.

Prefently after, Bedreddin iet before them a cream- 
tart, that was full as good as what they had eat of when 
they faw him before; Come, fays Agib, addrcffing 
himfelf to Bedreddin,) fit down by me, and eat with 
as. Bedreddin fat down, and made offers to embrace 
Agib, as a teftimony of the joy he conceived upon his 
fitting by him. But A gib  fhoved him off; defiring him 
to be eafy, not to run his friendlhip too clofe, and to 
content himfelf with feeing and entertaining hini. Bed­
reddin obeyed, and fell a finging a fong ; the words o f 
which he compofed off-hand, in praife o f A g ib : He 
did not eat, but made it his bufinei's toferve his guefts. 
W hen they had done eating, he
brought them water to * wa(h * The Mahometans 
w ith, and a very white napkin having a cujlom o f  
to wipe their hands. Then he viajhing their hands 
filled a large china cup with five times a day, when 
fherbet, and put -J- fnow into i t ; they goto prayers, they 
and offering to Agib, T h is, faid reckon they have no or- 
he, is fherbet o f rofes ; and the cafion to voafio before 
pleafanteft you will meet with eating,buttheyalways 
all the town over; I am fure nnajk after eating, be- 
you never tailed better. Agib caufe they eat without 
having drank o f it with pleaiure, forks.
Bedreddin Haffan took the cup f  This is done all the
from him, and prefented it to Levant over, formak* 
the eunuch, who drank it all off ing their drink cool. 
at one pull.

In fine, A gib , and his governor, having fared w ell, 
returned thanks to the paftry-cook for their good enter­
tainment, and moved homewards, it being then latiih. 
When they arrived at the tents of Schemfeddin Moham­
med, they repaired immediately to the lady’s tent. 
A g ib ’s grand-mother received him with tranfports o f  
joy : Her fon Bedreddin ran always in her mind, and 
in embracing A gib, the remembrance of him drew tears 
from her eyes. Ah my child! faid he, my joy would be 
perfefl, i f  I had the pleafure of embracing your father 
Bedreddin Haffan, as I  now embrace you. Then fit­
ting down to fupper, Ihe made Agib fit by her, and

put



put feveral queftions to him, relating to the walk he 
had been taking along w ith the eunuch ; and, com­
plained o f his forry ftomach, gave him a piece of 
cream-tart, which lhe had made for herfelf, and was 
indeed very good : for, I told you before, that (he could 
make them better than the bell paftry-cooks. She like- 
wife gave fome to the eunuch ; but both of them had 
eat fo heartily at Bedreddin’s houfe, that they could not 
tafte a bit.

Here approaching day put a flop to Scheherazade’s 
llory for this night; but towards the clofe of the next, 
lhe refumed it in the following terms:

1 he Hundred and Seventeenth Night.

fk  G I  B no fooner touched the piece of cream-fart 
that had been fet before him, than he pretended 

he did not like it, and left it
* The Mahomcta?is uncut ; and Schabah * (fuch 

give this name gene- was the eunuch’s name) did the 
rally to the black eu- fame thing. The widow o f 
ttucbs. Nourreddin AH oblerved with

regrec that her grandibn did 
rot like the ta r t ; W h a t! fays fhe, does my child thus 
defpife the work o f my hands; be it known to you, 
no one in the world can make fuch cream-tarts, befides 
m yfelf and your father Bedreddin Haffan, whom I my- 
fe lf  taught-to make them. M y  good mother, replied 
A g ib , give me leave to tell you, i f  you do pot know 
how to malee better, there’s a paftry-cook, in this town 
that goes beyond you in that point. We were at his 
ihop but now, and eat o f  one that is much better than 
your’s.

I his faid, the grand-mother, frowning upon the eu­
nuch, How now, Schaban, (faid die,) was the care o f  
my grand-chili committed to you, to carry him to eat 
at paftry-thops like a beggar ? Madam, replied the 
eunuch, ’ tis true, we did ltop a little while and talked 
w ith the paftry-cook, but we did noteat with him. 
Pardon me, (ays A gib , we went into his fnop, and 
there eat a cream-tart. Upon this, the lady more in- 
cenfed againft the eunuch than before, rofe in a pafiion

from,



from the table, and running to the tent of Schemfeddin. 
Mohammed, informed him of the eunuch’ s crime ; and 
that in fuch terms', as tended more to inflame the v izier, 
than to' difpofe him to excufe it.

Schemfeddin Mohammed, who was naturally paffio- 
nate, didnot fail on .this occafion to difplay his anger. He 
went forthwith to his fifter-in-law’s tent, and making up 
to the eunuch ; W hat! fays he, you pitiful wretch, have 
you the impudence to abufe the trull I repole in you ? 
Schaban, though iufficiently convidted by A g ib ’s tefti- 
m ony, denied the fad ftill. But the child perfifting in 
what he had affirmed, Grand-father, faid he, I can af- 
fure jo u  we not only eat, but we eat both of us fo hear­
t ily , that we have no occaiion for (upper : Befides the 
paftry-cook treated us alio with a great bowl of fherbet. 
W ell, cried Schemfeddin, turning to Schaban, after all 
th is, w ill you continue to deny that you entered the paf- 
try^s-crook's houfe, and eat there ? Schaban had ftill the 
impudence tofwear it was not true. Then you’re a liar, 
faid  the vizier, I believe my grand-child before I believe 
youT’ijwt after all, fays he, if you can eat up this cream- 
tart that’s upon the table, I fhall beperfuaded you have 
truth on your fide.

Though Schabanhad crammed himfelf up to the throat 
before, he agreed to Hand that tell, and accordingly 
took a piece o f tart; but his ftomach rifing againit it , 
he was obliged to fpit it out of his mouth. Yet he itill 
purfued the lie, and pretended he had over-eat him felf 
the day before, fo that his ftomach was not come to him. 
T h e  vizier, irritated with all the eunuch’s frivolous pre­
tences, and convinced o f his guilt, ordered him to lie 
flat upon the ground, and tube foundiy baftinadoed. In 
undergoing tats punifhment, the poor wretch fcreeked 
out prodigioufly, and at laft confeffed the truth ; 1 own, 
cries -he, that we did eat a cream-tart at the paftry- 
cook’ s, and that it was much better than that upon tire 
table.

T he widow o f Nourreddin Ali thought it was out o f 
fpite to her, and with a defign to mortify her, that Scha­
ban commended the paftry-cook’s tart; and accordingly 
faid, I can’ t believe tiie cook’s tarts are better than 
mine ; I am relolved to fatisfy mylelf upon that head.

Where



W here does he live ? Go immediately and buy me one 
o f  his tarts. The eunuch having received of her what 
money was fufficient for that purpofe, repaired to Bea- 
reddin’slhop, andaddrefling him felf to Bedreddin, Good 
M r. Paftry-cook, fays he, take this money here, and 
let nte have one of your cream-tarts; one of our ladies 
wants to tafte them. Bedreddin chofe one of the beft, 
and gave it to the eunuch; T a k e  this, fays he, I ’ll en­
gage 'tis an excellent ope, and I can allure you that no 
perion is able to make the like, unlefs it be my mother, 
who perhaps is Hill alive.

Schaban returned fpeedily to the tents, and gave the 
tart to Nourreddin’s widow, and Are fnatchingitgreedily, 
broke a piece off ; but no fooner put it to to her mouth, 
than. Ihe cried out and fwooned away. Schemfeddin 
Mohammed, who was prefent, was extremely furprized 
at the accident: he threw water himfelf upon her face, 
and was very aCiive in fuccourjng her. As foon as Ike 
came td herfelf, My God ! cried Ihe, it mull needs be 
my fon, my dear Bedreddin, that made this tart.

H ere day-light interrupted Scheherazade ; and the 
Indian Sultan got up to fay his prayers, and go to the 
council. The next night the Sultanefspurfued the ftory 
o f  Bedreddin Haffan in the following manner:

The Hundred and Eighteenth Night.

W H E N  the vizier Schemfeddin Mohammed heard 
his lifter-in-law fay, that the maker of the tart, 

brought by the eunuch mu ft needs be Bedreddin Haffan, 
he was overjoyed; but reflecting that his joy might 

■ prove groundlefs, and in all likelihood the conjecture 
of Nourreddin’ s widow was falfe, Madam, faid he, why 
are you of that mind ? Do ycu think there may not be 
a paftry-cook in the world, that knows how to make 
cream-tarts as well as your (on r 1 own, replied (he, 
there may be paftry-cooks that can make as good tarts 
as h e; but forafmuch as I make them after a peculiar 
manner, and nobody but my fon is let into the fecret, 
it muft absolutely be he that made this. Come, my 
brother, added (he in a tranfport, let’s call up mirth 
and joy ; we have at laft found what we have been fo

long



long looking for. Madam, faid the vizier in anfwer,
I entreat you to moderate your impatience, for we (hall 
quickly know the bottom of it. All we have to do, 
is to bring the paftry-cook hither1; and then you and 
my daughter will readily diftinguilh whether ’ tis Bed- 
reddin or not. But you mull both be hid, fo as to have a 
view o f  Bedreddin while he cannot fee you ; fo r i would 
not have our interview and jjuitua! difcovery laid at D a- 
mafcus. My defign is to delay the difcovery till we re­
turn to Cairo, where I propofe to regale you with very 
agreeable diverfton.

T h is faid, he left the ladies in their tent, and retired 
to his own ; where he called for fifty of his men, and 
faid to them ; T ake each of you a flick in your hands, 
and follow Schaban, who will conduit you to a paftry- 
cook ’ s in this city. When you arrive there, break and 
.da£h in pieces all you .find in the (hop : ifh e a fk s y o u  
w hy you commit that diforder, only a(k him again i f  it 
was not he that made the cream-tart, that was brought 
from  his houfe. If  he fays he is the man, feize hi* 
perfon, fetter him, and bring him along with you ; but 
take care you do not beat him, nor do him the lealV 
k a rm . Go and lofe no time.

T h e  vizier’ s orders were immediately executed. The 
detachment, condu&ed by the black eunuch, went with 
expedition to Bedreddin’s houfe, and broke in pieces 
the plates, kettles, copper pans, tables, and all the 
other moveables and utenfils they met with, and drown­
ed the flierhet-fhop with cream and comfits. Bedreddin, 
aftonifhed at the fight, faid with a pitiful tone, Pray, 
good people, why do you ferve me fo ? W hat’s the mat­
ter ? What have I done ? Was it not you, (faid they,) 
that fold this eunuch the cream-tart? Yes, (repliedhe,) 
I am the man : And who fays any thing againft it? I 
defy any one to make a better. Inflead o f giving him 
an anfwer, they continued to break all round them, and 
the oven itfelf was not fpared.

In the mean time the neighbours took the alarm, 
and furprized to fee fifty armed men commit fudi a dif­
order, alked the reafon o f  fuch violence ; and Bedreddin 
faid once more to the adtors of it, Pray tell me what 
crime I am guilty of, to have deferved this ufage}

Was



W as it not you, (replied they,) that made the cream- 
tart you fold to the eunuch ? Yes, yes, it is I, [(replied 
he,)' I maintain it is a good one. I do not deferve fuch 
ufage as you give me. However, without liftefiing to 
him , they feized his perfon, and, fnatching the cloth 
oft his turban, tied his hands with it behind his back, 
and, after dragging him by force out of his lhop, 
marched off.

T he mob gathering, and taking compaffion of Bed- 
reddin, took his part, and offered oppofitionto Schem- 
feddin's men; but that very minute up came fome offi­
cers from the governor o f the city, who dilperfed the 
people, and favoured the carrying off ofBedreddin; for 
Schemfeddin Mohammed had in mean time gone to 
the governor’s houfe to acquaint him with what order 
he had given, and to demand the interpofition of force 
to favour the execution; and the governor, who com­
manded all Syria in the name o f the fultan of Egypt, 
was 'loth to refufe any thing to his mailer’s vizier. | 
So Bedreddin was carried o ff after all his cries and 
tears.

D a y  appearing, Scheherazade could proceed no fur­
ther till next morning, then fne went on as follows;

’The Hundred and Nineteenth Night,
£

S I R ,  the vizier G iafar continued his relation to the 
caliph in this manner. It was needlefs for Bed­

reddin Haffan to afk by the w ay, thofe who carried him  
off, what fault had been found with his cream-tart : 
T h ey  gave him no anfwer. In fliort, they carried him. 
to the tents, and made him fla y  there till Schemfeddin 
Mohammed returned from the governor of Damafcus’ s 
houfe.

Upon the vizier’ s return, Bedreddin Haffan w as 
brought before him. M y lord, (fays Bedreddin, w ith  
tears in his eyes) pray do me the favour to let me know 
wherein 1 have difpleafedyou. W hy, you wretch you, 
(fays the vizier,) wasit not you that made the cream-tart 
you lent me? I own I hm the man, (replied Bedred­
din,) but pray what crime is that ? I w ill punifh you 
according to your deferts, (laid Schemfeddin,) it fhall 
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coft you your life, for fending me fuck a forry tart. 
Good G o d ! cried Bedreddin, what news is this! Is it 
a capital crime to make a bad cream tart ? Yes, faid 
the vifter, and you are to expeft no other ufage from 
me.

While this interview lafted, the ladies, who were hid, 
minded Bedreddin narrowly, and readily knevv him, 
notwithllanding he had been fo long abfent. They were 
fo traufported thereupon with joy, that they fwooned 
away; and when they recovered, would fain have ran 
up and fallen upon Bedreddin’s neck, but the promife 
they had made to the vifter of not difcovering them- 
feives, reftrained the tender emotions of love and o f  
nature.

Schemfeddin Mohammed, having refolved to fet out 
; that very night, ordered the tents to be Struck, and the 

neceflary preparations to be made for his journey. And 
as for Bedreddin, he ordered him to be clapped into a 
chelt or box well locked, and laid on a camel. When 
every thing was got ready, the vifter and his retinue, b e ­
gan their march, and travelled the rell of that night, and 
all the next day without {topping. In the evening they 
halted, and Bedreddth was taken out of his cage, in order 

■ to be ferved with the neceflary refrelhments, but {till care­
fully k ep t at a diftance from his mother and his wife; and 
during the whole expedition, which lafted twenty days, 
was ferved in the fame manner.

W hen they arrived at Cairo, they encamped in the 
neighbourhood o f that place; Schemfeddin called for 
Bedreddin, gave orders in his prefence, to a carpenter 
to fee for fome wood with all expedition, and make a 
{lake. H ey day, fays Bedreddin, what do you mean 
to do with a Hake ? Why, to nail you to it, replied 
Schgmfeddin, then to have you carried through all the 
quarters o f the town, that the people may have the fpec- 
tacle o f  a worthlefs paltry-cook, who makes cream tarts 
without pepper. This faid, Bedreddin cried out fo co­
mically, that Schemfeddin had enough to do to keep his 
countenance : Good G od ! cried he, muft i fufter a death, 
as cruel as it is ignominious, for not putting pepper in a 
cream-tart ?



At this period,- Scheherazade ftopt upon the approach 
o f  day : and Schahriar rofe, laughing at Bedreddin’s 
fright, and curious to know the fequel of the ftory, 
which the fultanefs purfued next night before day, as. 
follows:

The Hundred and Twentieth Night.

SI R , the caliph Haroun Alrafchid, notwithftanding 
his gravity, could not forbear laughing, when the 

vifier Giafar told him, that Schemfeddin Mohammed 
threatened to put to death Bedreddin, for not putting 
pepper into the cream-tart he had fold to Schaban, 
How, faid Bedreddin, muft: I be rifled, and have all my 
goods in my houfe broken to pieces; muft I be imprifoned 
in a cheft, and at laft nailed to a flake, and all for not 
putting pepper in a cream-tart? Good God! whp ever 
heard o f fuch a thing ? A rc tliefe the a&ions of mufful- 
men, o f  perfons that make a profelfion o f probity and 
juftice, and pradlife all manner of good works? With 
thefe words he Ihed tears, and then renewing his com - | 
plaint; No, continued he, never was man ufed fo un- 
juftly, nor fo feverely. Is it poflible they fhould be ca­
pable o f taking a man’s life for not putting pepper in 
a cream-tart? Curfed be all cream-tarts, as well as the 
hour in which I was born ! Would to God I had died 
that minute.

Difconfolate Bedreddin did not ceafe to fpin out his la­
mentations ; and when the ftake was brought, and the 
nails to nail him to it, he cried out bitterly at the horrid 
fight. Heaven! faid he, can you fuffer me to die an 
ignominious and painful death ? And all this, for what 
crime ? ’Tis not for robbery or murder, or renouncing my 
religion, but for not putting pepper in a cream-tart.

Night being then pretty far advanced, the vifier 
Schemfeddin Mohammed, ordered Bedreddin to be clap­
ped up again in his cage, faying to him, Stay there till 
to-morrow; the day (hall not be fpent before I give or­
ders for your death. Then the cheft or cage was carried 
away and laid upon the camel that had brought it from 
Damafcus: At the fame time all the other camels were

loaded



loaded a g a in ; and the vifier mounting his horfe, ordered 
the cam el that carried his nephew to march before him, 
and fo entered the city, with all his equipage at his back. 
After palling through feveral ftreets, where no body ap­
peared, every one being in bed, he arrived at his houfe, 
where he ordered the chelt to be taken down, but not 
opened till farther orders.

W hile his retinue were unlading the other camels, he 
took Bedreddin’s mother and his daughter afide; and ad- 
dreffed him felf to the latter: God be praifed, faid he, 
my child, for this happy occafion of meeting your coulin 
and you r hulband. You remember to be fare what order 
your cham ber was in on your wedding night: Go and put 
every th in g in the very fame order they were then in ; 
and in the mean time, if  your memory do not ferve you, 
I can fupply it by a written account, which I caufed to 
be taken upon that occafion: As for what elfe is to be 
done, 1  will take care of that.

T h e  beautiful lady went joyfully about her father’s 
orders ; and he at the fame time began to put the things 
in the hall in the tune order-they were in when Bed- 
reddin Haffan was there with tae fultan of Egypt’s hunch­
backed groom. As he went over his manufeript, his 
dom eitics placed every moveable accordingly. T h e 
throne was not forgot, nor yet the lighted wax-candles. 
W hen ev ery  thing was put to rights in the hall, the vuier 
went into his daughter’s chamber, and put in their due 
place Bedreddin’s clothes, with the purfe o f fequins. 
This done, he faid to the beautiful lady, Undrefs your- 
felf, m y  child, and go to bed. As foon as Bedreddin 
enters your room, complain of his being from you fo long, 
and tell him, that when you awaked you were aftonifhed 
you did  not find him by you. Prefs him to come to bed 
again ; and to-morrow morning you will divert your mo­
ther-in-law and me, in telling us what paffes between you 
and him this night. T his faid, he went from his daugh­
ter’s apartment, and left her to undrefs herfelf and tro to 
bed.

Scheherazade would have gone on with her ftory, but 
approaching day obliged her to difeontinue it.



The Hundred and T<zventy-firji Night.

T Owards the clofe o f the next night, the Sultan o f the 
Indies, who was mighty impatient to know where 

the ftory o f Bedreddin (hould end, awaked Scheherazade 
himfelf, and bid her go on with i t ; which accordingly 
fiie did in the following terms : Schemfeddin Mohammed, 
faid the viiier Giafar to the caliph, ordered all his do- 
roeflics to depart the hall, excepting two or three, whom 
he ordered to flay there. Thefe he commanded to go 
and take Bedreddin out o f the cheft, to (trip him to his 
fhirt and drawers, to conduft him in that condition to the 
hall, to leave him there all alone, and to (hut the door 
upon him.

Bedreddin Haffan, though overwhelmed with grief 
had been afleep all the while : infomuch that the vilier’s 
domellics had taken him out o f  the cheft, and ftripped 
him, before he awaked, and carried him fo fudderdy 
into the hall, that they did not give him time to bethink 
himielf where he was. When he found himfelf all alone 
in the hall, he looked round him, and the objedls o f his 
fight recalling to his memory the circumftances o f his 
marriage, be perceived, with aftonilhment, that it was 
the fame hall, where he had feen the fultan’s groom of 
the fiables. His (imprife was flill the greater, when ap­
proaching foftly to the door o f  a chamber which he found 
epen, he fpied within his own clothes in the fame place 
where he remembered to have left them on his wedding- 
right. My God'! faid he, rubbing his eyes, am I afleep 
or awake ?

The beautiful lady, who rn the mean time was divert­
ing herfelf with his aftonifliment, opened the curtains 
c f  her bed all on a fudden, and bending her head for­
ward, M y dear lord, faid (he, with a foft, tender air. 
What do you do at the door ? Prithee come to bed 
again! You have been out o f  bed a long time. I was 
ftrangely furprifed when I awaked, in not finding you 
by me. Bedreddin Ha (fan's countenance changed, when 
he perceived that the lady who fpoke to him, was that 

* charming perfon that he had lain with before ; fo he 
entered the room, but' calling up the thoughts of all

that



that had paffed for a ten years interval, and not being 
able to perfuade himfelf that it could all have happened 
in the compafs o f one night, he went to the place 
where his clothes lay, and the purfe of fequins; and 
after examining them very carefully, By the living G od, 
cried he, thefe are things that I can by no means com­
prehend ! The lady, who was pleafed to fee his confu- 
fion, faid, Once more, my lord, come to bed again ; 
what do you ftand at ? Then he llepped towards the bed, 
and faid to her, Pray madam, tell me, is it long fince 
I left you ? The queftion, anfwered Ihe, furprifes me l 
D id not you rife from me but now ? Sure your thoughts 
are very bufy. Madam, replied Bedreddin, I do affure 
you my thoughts are not very eafy. I remember indeed 
to have been with you, but I remember at the fame 
time, that I have lived fince ten years at Damafcus. 
N ow , if  I was adtually in bed with you this night, I 
cannot have been from you fo long. Thefe two things 
are inconfiftent. Pray tell me what to think; whether 
m y marriage with you is an illulion, or whether my 
abfence from you is only a dream. Yes, my lord, (cried 
Ihe) doubtlefs you were light-headed when you thought 
you were at Damafcus. Upon this Bedreddin laughed 
out heartily, and faid, What a comical fancy is this ? 1 
allure you, madam, this dream of mine will be very 
pleafant to you. Do but imagine, if you pleafe, that I 
was at the gate of Damafcus in my fhirt and drawers, as 
I am here now ; that I entered the town with the hal­
loo o f a mob that followed and infulted me ; that I fled 
to a paftrv-cook’s, who adopted me, taught me his trade, 
and left me all he had when he died ; that after his 
death I kept a Ihop. In line, madam, I had an infinity 
o f  other adventures, too tedious to recount: and all I 
can fay, is, that ’twas not amifs that I awaked, for 
they were going to nail me to a Hake. Oh Lord ! and 
for what, cried the lady, feigning aftonilhment, would 
they have ufed you fo cruelly ? Sure you mull have 
committed fome enormous crime. Not in the lead, 
replied Bedreddin, it was for nothing in the world but a 
mere trifle, the moll ridiculous thing you can think of. 
A ll the crime I was charged with, was felling a cream- 
art that had no pepper in it. As for that matter, faid

the



the beautiful lady, laughing heartily, I muft fay they did 
you great injuftice. Ah, madam, replied he, that was 
not all. For this curfed cream-tart was every thing in 
my Ihop broke to pieces, myfelf bound and fettered, 
and flung into a cheft, where I lay fo clofe, that methinks 
I am there Hill. In fine, a carpenter was fent for, and 
he was ordered to get ready a flake for m e: But, thanks 
be to God, all thofe things are no more than a dream.

A t  this period the approach o f  day obliged Schehera- 
■ zade to flop. Schahriar could not forbear laughing at 

Bedreddin, for taking a real thing for a dream. I muft 
own, faid he, this is a pleafant flory, and I am perfuaded 
that to-morrow Schemfeddin Mohammed and his lifter- 
in-law will be extremely pleafed with it. Sir, replied 
the Sultanefs, that I lhall have the honour to acquaint 
you with to-morrow, i f  you fuller me to live fa long. 
Upon that the fuitan rofe without faying one word : But 
he had no mind to cut her head off till he had heard the 
flory out.

The Hundred and Twenty Jecond Night.

SCheherazade, waking before day, went on as follows : 
Sir, Bedreddin was not eafy all night: He waked 

1 from time to time, and put the queftion to himfelf, 
whether he dreamed or was awake : He diftrufted his 
fe licity ; and to be fure whether it was true or not, 
opened the curtains, and looked round the room. I am 
not miftaken, fure, faid he ; this is the fame chamber 
where I enter’d inttead of the hunch-back’d groom of the 
ftables; and I am now in bed with the fair lady that 
was defigned for him. D ay-light, which then appear­
ed, had not yet difpelled his uneafinefs, when the vilier 
Schemfeddin Mohammed, his uncle, knocked at the 
door, and at the fame time went in to bid him good- 
morrow.

Bedreddin Haflan was extremely furprifed to fee, all 
on a fudden, a man that he knew fo well, and that now 
appeared with a quite different air from that with which 
he pronounced the terrible fentence of death again!! him. 
A h  ! cried Bedreddin, it was you that condemned me fo

unjuffly



unjuftly, to a manner o f death, the thoughts o f which 
make me ihrink kill, and all for a cream-tart without 
pepper. T h e vifier fell a laughing, and to put him out 
of fufpenfe, told him how, by the miniftry o f a genius, 
(for Boffu’s relation made him fufpedt the adventure) 
he had been at his houfe, and had married his daughter 
in Head o f  the fultan’s groom of the (tables; then he 
acquainted him that he had difcovered him to be his 
nephew by a book written by the hand o f Noureddin 
A l i ; and purfuant to that difcovery had gone from Cairo 
to Balfora in quell o f him. My dear nephew, (added 
he, w ith embraces and all the marks of tendernefs) I 
alk your pardon for all I have made you undergo fmce 
I difcovered you. I had a mind to bring you to my 
houfe before I  told you your happinefs, which ought 
now to  be fo much the dearer to you, that it has co j 
you fo much perplexity and affliaion., T o  atone for all 
your affliftions, comfort yourfelf with the joy o f  being 
in tne company of thofe who ought to be dearell to you. 
W hile you are dreffing yourfelf, I’ll go and acquaint your 
mother, who is beyond meafure impatient to fee you; and 
will likewife bring your fon to you, whom you faw at 
Dam afcus, and for whom you Ihewed fo much affeaion 
without knowing him.

N o  words are of fufficient energy to exprefs the joy 
o f Bedreddin, when he faw his mother and his fon 
T h efe three embraced, and Ihewed all the tranfports that 
love and a moving tendernefs could infpire. The mother 
(poke to Bedreddin in the moll moving terms ; fhe men­
tioned the g rie f Ihe had felt for his long abfence, and 
the tears Ihe had Ihed. Little Ajib, inilead o f flying his 
father’s embraces, as at Damafcus, received them with 
all the marks o f pleafure. And Bedreddin HalTan, di­
vided between two objedts fo worthy of his love, thought 
he could not give fufficient marks of his affedtion

W hile this paffed at Schemfeddin Mohammed’s, the 
vifier was gone to the palace, to give the fultan an ac­
count o f  the happy fuccefs o f his voyage ; and the fultan 
was fo charmed with the recital o f the Itory, that he or­
dered it to be taken down in writing, and carefully pre- 
ferved among the archieves of the kingdom. After

Schein-
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Schemfeddin’s tetum to his houfe, having prepared a noble 
feaft, he fat down to table with his family, and all the 
houfehold palled the day in folemnity and mirth.

The vifier Giafar having thus made an end o f  the 
ftory of Bedreddin Halfan, told the caliph Haroun Al- 
rafehid, that this was what he had to relate to his ma- 
jefty. The caliph found the ftory fo furpriling, that 
without farther helitation he granted his flave Rihan’s 
pardon: And to condole the young man, for the grief 
o f having unhappily deprived himfelf o f a woman whom 
he loved fo tenderly, married him to one o f his Haves, 
bellowed liberal gifts upon him, and entertained him till
he died----- But fir, added Scheherazade, obferving the
day began to appear, though the ftory I have now told 
you be very agreeable, I have one Hill that is much more 
fo. I f  your majefty pleafes to hear it the next night, 
I ’m certain you will be o f the fame mind. Schahriar 
rofe without giving any anfwer, and was in a quandary 
what to do. The good Sultanefs (faid he within him* 
felf) tells very long ftories, and when once Ihe begins 
one, there’s no refufmg to hear it out. I can’t tell whe­
ther I lhall put her to death to-day or not. No fure, I 
will not; I’ll do nothing ralhly; the ftory lhe promifes 
is perhaps more diverting than all lhe has told yet; I  will 
not deprive myfelf o f  the pleafure of hearing i t ; when 
once lhe has told it, then lhe lhall die.

The End of the F ir f  Volume.


