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Approbation.

Have read, by Order of my Lord

Chancellor, this Manufcript, and
find nothing in it that fhould hinder
its being printed.

PARIS.
Oétober 4th, 1706,

(Signed) FONTENELLE.



The Er1sTLE DEDICATORY f0the
Right Honourable the Lady Marchio-
nefs & O. Lady of Honour to the
Duchefs of Burgundy.

MADAM,

HE great kindnefles I received
 from M. de Guilleragues, your
illuftrious father, during my abode at
Conftantinople, fome years ago, are too
freth in my mind, for me to negle&
any opportunity of publithing what I
owe to his memory. Were he ftill
alive for the welfare of France, and
my particular advantage, I would take
the liberty to dedicate this work to
him ; not only as my benefactor, but
as a perfon moft capable of judging
what is fine, and infpiring others with
the like fentiments. Every one re-
members the wonderful exa@nefs of
- ey his
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his judgment; the meaneft of his
thoughts had fomething in them that
‘was fhining; and his loweft expreflions
were always exa&t and nice, which
made every one admire him : For ne-
ver had any man fo much wit and fo
much folidity. I have {feen him at a
time when he was fo much taken up
with the affairs of his mafter, that no
body could expect any thing from him
but what related to his miniftry, and
his profound capacity to manage the
moft knotty negociations ; yet all the
weight of his employment diminifhed
nothing of his inimitable pleafantnefs,
which charmed his friends, and was
agreeable even to thofe barbarous na-
tions with whom that great man did
treat. After the lofs of him, which
to me is irreparable, I could not ad-
drefs myfelf to any other perfon than
yourfelf, Madam, fince you alone can
fupply the want of himto me; there-

fore

-
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fore it is that I take the boldnefs to
beg of you the fame protetion for this
book, that you was pleafed to grant to
the French tranflation of the feven Ara-
bian ftories that I had the honour to
prefent you. :

You may perhaps wonder, Madam,
that I have not fince that time prefented
them to-you in print ; but the reafon of

it is, that when 1 was about putting = -

them to the prefs, 1 was informed that
thofe feven ftories were taken out of a
prodigious ‘colle@tion of ftories of the
like fort, intitled, One thoufand and
one Nights. This difcovery obliged me
to {ufpend the printing of them, and
to ufe ‘my: endeavours to get that col-
le@tions I was forced to fénd for it
from Syria, and have tranflated into
French this firft volume, being one of
the four that were fent me. Thefe
flories will certa:inly divert you; Ma-

A 3 dam,
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dam, much more than thofe you have
already feen.. They are new to you,
and more in number: You will alfo
perceive with pleafure, the ingenious
defign of this anonymous Arabian, who
has given us thefe ftories after the man-
ner of his country, fabulous indeed,
but very diverting,

I beg, Madam, your acceptance of
this {mall prefent, which I have the
honour to make you, it is a public
teftimony of my acknowledgment of
the profound refpe&, with which I am,
and fhall for ever be,

Madam,
your moft bumble, and

i mofl obedient [ervant.

GALLAND.
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TH ERE’s mno occafion to prepoffefs the

reader with an opinicn of the merit and
beauty of the following work. There needs
no more but to read it, to [fatisfy any man
that bitherto mothing [o fine, of this nature,
bas appeared in any language.

What can be more ingenious, than to compofe
Juch a prodigious quantity of pleafant frories,
whofe wvariety is [furprifing, and whofe con-
neftion is Jo wonderful? We know not the
name of the author of fo great a work; but
probably it is not all done by one hand; for
bow can we fuppofe that one man alone, could
bave invention enough to make fo many fine
things ?

If fories of this fort be pleafant and di-
verting, becaufe of the wonders they ufually

contain,



viti PRrREPACE

contain, thefe bave certainly the advantage
above all that have yet been publifbed, be-
caufe they are full of furprifing events, which
engage our attention, and fhew bow much the
Arabians [urpafs other nations in compofures of
this fort.

They muft alfo be pleafing, becaufe of the
account they give of the cuftoms and manners
of the eaftern nations, and of the ceremonies of
their religion, as well Pagan as Mahometan,
which are better defcribed bere, than in any
author that bas wrote of them, or in the re=
lations of travellers. All the eaftern nations,
Perfians, Tartars, and Indians, are bere dif-
tinguifbed, and appear Jfuch as they are, from
the fovereign to the meaneff [ubjeldt ; fo thal
without the fatigue of going to fee thofe people’
in their refpeltive countries, the reader bas
bere the pleafure to Jee them aff, and bear
themm [peak. Care has been taken to preferve
their charafiers, and to keep their [enfe; nor
bave we wvaried from the texty, but when mo-
defty obliged us to it. The tranflator flatters
bimfelf, that thofe who wunderfiand Arabic,
and will be at the pains to compare the ori-

: ginal
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pinal with the tranflation, muft agree that he
bas fhewed the Arabians to the French, with
all the circumfpestion that the nicenefs of the
French tongue and of the times requires 5 andif
thofe who read thefe fories, bave but any ti=
clination to profit by the examples of virtue
and wvice, which they will bere find exhibited,
they may reap an advantage by it, that is not
to be reaped in other flories, which are more
proper to corrupt than to reform our manners.

C O N-
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ARABIAN NIGHTS
ENTERTAINMENTSi

. H E chronicles of the Suffanians, the an-
tient kings of Perfia, who extended their
empire inro the ‘Indies, over all the i1flands
thereunto belonging, a great way beyond

the Garnges, and as far as China, acquaint us, that
there was formerly a king of that potent family, the
moft excellent prince of his time: He was as much
beloved by his fubjeéts for his wifdom and prudence, as
he was dreaded by ‘his neighbours, becaufe of his va.
lour, and his warlike and well-di{ciplined troops. He
had two fons ; the eldeft, Schahriar, the worthy heir
of his father, and endowed with®all his virtues. The
youngeit, Schahzenan, was likewife a prince of in

comparable merit. '

After a long and glorious reign, the king died;
and Schahriar mounted his throne. Schahzenan, being
excluded from all fhare of the government, by the
laws of the empire, and obliged to live a private life,
was fo far from envying the happinefs of his brother,
that he made it his whole bufinels to pleafe him, and .
effefted it without much difficulty. - Schahriar, who
had naturally a great affedtion for that prince, was
fo charmed with his complaifance, that out of an ex-
cefs of friendfhip, he wounld needs divide his dominions
with him, and gave him the kingdom of Great Tar.
tary ; Schahzenan went immediately, and took poffef-
fion of it, and fixed the feat of his government at Sa-
marcande, the metropolis of the coungry.

Vou, 1. B ! After
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After they had been feparated ten yeats, Schahriar, &
having a paffionate defire to fee his brother, refolved
to {end an ambaffador to invite him to his court. He
made choice of his prime vizier for the embafly, fent
him to Tartary, with a retinue anfwerable to his digni-
ty, and he madc‘ixll poflible hafte to Samarcande. When
he came near the city, Schahzenan had notice of it,
and went to meet him with the principal lords of his
court, who to put the more honour on the Sultan’s
minifter, appeared in magnificent apparel. The king
of Tartary received the ambaflador with the greateit
demonftrations of joy; and immediately afked him

 concerning the welfare of the Sultan his brother. The
vizier having acquainted him that he was in health,
ave him an account of his embafly. Schahzenan was
o much affeCted with it, that he anfwered thus :
Sage vizier, the Sultan my brother does me too much
honour; he could propofe nothing in the world fo
acceptable ; I long as paffionately to fee him, as he does
to fee me. Time has been no more able to diminith
my friendfhip than his. My kingdom is in peace,
and 1 defire no more than ten days to get mylelf ready
to go with you. So that there is no neceflity of your
entering the City for fo fhort a time: I pray you to
pitch your tents here, and I will order provifions in
.¢ abundance to yourfelf and your company.” The vi-
zier, did accordingly, and as foon asthe king returned
he fenthim a prodigious guantity of provifions of all
forts, with prefents of great value.

In the mean while, Schahzenan made ready for his
journey, tookorders about his moft important affairs,
‘appointed a council to govern in his abfence, and named
a minifter. of whofe wildom he had fuflicient experience,
and in whom he had an entire confidence, to be their
prefident. At the end of ten days his equipage being
ready, he took his leave of the queen his wife, and
went out of town in the evening with his retinue, |
pitching his royal pavilion near the vizier’s tent, and
difcourfed with that ambaflador till midnight. Bat
willing once more to embrace the queen, whom he
loved entirely, he returned alone to his palace, and
went ftraight to her majefty’s apartment, who, not ex-
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ENTERTAINMENTS, 3

pe&ting his return, had taken one of the meaneft offi-
cers of her houfhold to her bed, where they lay both falt
afleep, having been in bed a confiderable while.

The king entered without any noife, and pleafed
himfelf to think how he fhould furprize his wifie)-, who
he thought loved him as entirely as he did her: But
how ftrange was his furprize, when by the light of the
flambeaus which burn all night in the apartme=ta
of thofe eaftern princes, he faw a man in her arms!
He ftood immoveable for a time, not knowing how to
believe his own eyes ; but finding that it was not to be .
doubted ; how, fays he to himfelf, I am f{carce out of
my palace, and but juft under the walls of Samarcande,
and dare they put fuch an outrage upon me? Ah!
perfidious wretches, your crime fhall not go unpunifhed.
As king, lam to punifh wickednefs committed in my
dominions; and as an enraged hufband, 1 muil (acrifice
you to my juft refentment. Inaword, this unforcunate
prince, giving way to bis rage, drew his fcymetar, and
approaching the bed, killed them both with one blow,
turning their fleep into death: And afterwards taking
them up, threw them out of a window, into the ditch
that furrounded the palace.

Having avenged himfelf thus, he went out of town
privately, as he came into it; and returning to bis
pavilion without faying one word of what had happen-
ed, heordered the tents to be ftruek, and to make ready
for his journey. This was fpeedily done, and before
day he began bis march, with ketde drums and other
inftraments of mufick ; that filled every ohe with joy,
except the king, who was {o much troubled at the
difloyalty of his wife, that he was feized with extreme
- melancholy, which preyed upon him during his who!e

Journey.

When he drew near the capital of the Indies, the
fultan Schahriar, and all his court came oot to meet
him : The princes were overjoyed to fee one another,
and alighting, after mutual embraces, and other marks
of affection and refpe&, they mounted again, and. en-
tered the city, with the acclamation of vaft multitydes
of people, The Sultan condufted his brother to the
palace he had provided for him, which had a commu-

1 B
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nication with his own, by means of a garden; and was
fo muchthe more magnificent, for it was fet apart asa
banqueting houfe for public entertainment, and other
diverfions of the court, and the fplendor of it had been
lately augmented by new furniture,

Schahriar immediately left the king of Tartary,
that he might give him time to bathe himfelf, and to
change his apparel. And as foon as he had done, he
came to him again, and they fat dowa together upon
a fofa or alcove. The courticrs kept at a diftance, out
of refpe&, and thofe two princes entertained one ano-
ther fuitably to their friendfhip, their nearnefs of

“blood, and the long feparation that had been betwixe
them. ‘The time of fupper being come, they eat to-
gether, after which they renewed their converfation,
which continued till Schahriar perceiving that it was
wery late, left his brother to 1eft.

The unfortunate Schazenan went to bed ; and tho’
the converfation of his brother had fufpended his
grief for fome time, it returned vpon him with more
wiolence ; {o that inftead of taking his neceflary reft,
he tormented himfelf with cruel refle@tions. All the
circum ftances of his wife’s difloyalty prefented them-
felves a frefh to his imagination, in fo lively a man-
aer, that he was like one befide himfelf. In a word,
not being able to fleep, he got up, and giving him-
felf over to afliting thoughts, they made fuch an im-
preflion npon his countenance, that the fultan could
not but take notice of it; and faid thus to himfelf, what
can be the matter with the king of Tartary, that he
is fo melancholy ? Has he any caufe to complain of
his reception ? No, furely ; I have received him as a
brother whom I love, fo that I can charge myfelf
with no omiffion in that refpe®. Perhaps it grieves
him to be at fuch a diftance from his dominions, or
from the queen, his wife: Alas! if that be the
matter, I muft forthwith give him the prefents [de-
figned for him, that he may return to Samarcande
when he pleafes. Accordingly next day Schahriar {fent
him part of thole prefents, being the greateflt rarities,
and the richeft things that the Indies could afford.
At the fame time he endeavoured to divert his brother

every




ENTERTAINMENTS, 5

every day by new obje&s of pleafure, and the fineft
treats ; which, inftead of giving the king of Tartary
any eafe, did only increafe his forrow.

One day Schahriar having appointed a great hunt-
ing match, about two days journey from his capital,
in a place that abounded with deer, « Schahzenan
prayed him to excufe him, for his health would not
allow him to bear him company, The Sultan, unwil-
ling to put any conftraint upon him, left him at his
liberty, and went a hunting with his nobles. The
king of Tartary being thus left alone, ihat himfelf up
in his apartment, and {at down at a window, that
looked into the garden. That delicions place, and
the fweet harmony of an infinite number of birds,
which chofe it for a place of retreat, muft certainly
have diverted him, hid he been capable of taking plea-
fare in any thing ; but being perpetaally tormented
with the fatal remembrance of his queen’s infamous
conduét, his eyes were not {o often fixed upon the
garden, as lifted up to heaven to bewail his mif-
fortune.

Whilft he was thus fwallowed up with grief, an
objet prefented itfclf to his view, which quickly
tarned all his-thoughts another way. A fecret gate
of the fultan’s palace opened all of a fudden, and
there came out of it twenty women, in the mid® of
whom marched the Sultanefs, who was eafily diftin.
guifhed from the reft, by her majeftick air. - This
princefs thinking saat the King of Tartary was gone
a hunting with bis brother the Sultan, came up with
her retinue near the winlows. of his apartment ; for
the prince had placed himfelf fo, that he could fee
. all that paffed in the garden, without being perceived
himfeif. He obferved, that the perfons who accompa-
nied the Sultanefs, threw off their veils and long robes,
that they might be at more freedom; but was wonder-
fully furprized when he faw ten of them to be blacks,
and that each of them took his miflrefs. The Sultanefs,
on her part, was not long without her. gallant. She
clapp’d her hands, and called Mafoud, Maloud, and
immediately a black came down from a tree, and
ran tolierin all hatte. '

_ B3 Modefty

¥



-

6 ArRaB1AN NicHTS |

Modefty will not ailow, nor is it neceflary, to re-
late what paffed betweerfthe blacks and the ladies. It
is fufficient to fay, that Schahzenan faw enough to con-
vince him, that his brother had as much caufe to com-
plain as himfelf. This amorous company continued
together till midnight, and having bath’d all together,
in a great pond, which was one of the chief ornaments
of the garden, they drels’d themfelves, and re-entered
the palace by the fecret door, all except Mafoud, who
climb’d up his tree, and got over the garden-wall the
fame way as he came.

All this haviag pafied in the king of Tartary’s fight,
it gave him occafion to make a multitude of refleitions,
How little reafon had I, fays he, to think that no one
was fo unfortunate as myfelf? Itis certainly the un-
avoidable fate of all hufbands, fince the Sultan my
brother, who is fovereign of fo many dominions, and
the greateft prince of the earth, could not efcape it.

The cafe being fo, what a fool am I to kill myfelf
with grief? ’Il throw it off, and the remembrance of
a misfortune fo common, fhall never after this diftarb
my quiet. S6 from that moment he forebore affliét-
ing himfelf, Being unwilling to fup till he faw the '
whole {cene that was aéted under his window, he called
then for his fupper, eat with a better appetite than he
had done at any time after his coming from Samarcande,
and liftened with pleafure to the agreeable concert of
vocal and infirumental mufick, that was appuinted to
entertain him while at table, s

He continued afier this to be of 2 very good humour;
aud when he knew that the Sultan was returning. he
welt to mect him, and paid him his compliments,
with a great deal of gaiety. Schahciar at firlt took no
notice of this great alteration ; but expoflulated with
bim modeftly, whyhe would not bear him company at
hunting the ftag ;sand without giving him time to re-
plys entertained him with the great number of deer and

- other game they had killed, and what pleafure he had
had in the fport. Schahzenan heard him with attention,
gave anfwers to every thing, and being rid of that
melancholy, which formerly over-clouded his wit, he
faid a thoufaud agreeable and pleafant things to the
Sultan.

Schahriar,
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Schahriar, who expetted to have found him in the
fame condition as he left him, was overjoyed to fee him
fo cheerful 5 and fpoke him to thus : Dear Brother, I
‘return thanks to heaven for the happy change it has
made in you during my abfence ; I am extremely
aejoiced at it but I have a requeft to make to you,
and conjure you not to deny me. I can. refufe you
nothing, replies the king or Tartary, you may command
Schahzenan as you pleafe : Pray fpeak, I am impatient
till 1 know wKat 15 your defire of me. Ever fince
you came to my court, replied Schahriar, 1 found yoa
fwallowed up by a deep melancholy, and I did in vaia
attempt to remove it by diverfion. of all forts. I
imagin’d it might be occafioned by reafon of your
diftance from your dominiohs, or that love might have
a great fhare in it 5 and that the queen of Samarcande,
who, no doubt, is an accomplifh’d beauty, might be
the caufe of it. I don’t know if I be miftaken, but
I muft own, that it was the very particular reafon why
1 would not importune you upon the fubjeé, for fear
of making you uneafy. _But without my being able to:
contribute any thing towards it, I find new upon my
return, that you are in the beft humour that can be,
and that your mind is entirely delivered from that black
vapour which difturbed it, Pray do me the favour
to tell me, why you were {o melancholy, and how you
came to be rid of it.

Upon this the king of Tartary continued for fome
time as if he had been in a dream, and contrived what
he fhould anfwer ;" but at laft replied ‘as follows : Youn
are my {ultan. and mafier, but excule me, I beleech
you, from anfering your quefion. No, déar brotler,
faid the Sultan, you muft anfwer, I will take no denial,
Schahzenan, not being able to withftand thefe prefling
inftances, anfwered; Welil then brother, 1 will fatisfy
you,-fince you command me ; and having told him the
fory of the queen of Samarcande’s ticacher Hi
fays he, was the caufe of my grief; pi:
whether I had not reaion enough to give m
10 it. :

O! my brother, fays the Sultan (in a tone which
fhew'd that he had the fame fentiments of the matter

- B4  with
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with the king of Tartary) what a horrible  flory do
rou tell me ! How impatient was 1, till I heard it out!
commend you for punithing the traitors, who put
fuch an outrage upon you. Nobody can blame you
for that a®ion: It was juft ; and for ;my part, had the
cafe been mine, | fhould fcarce have been fo mode-
" rate as you. [ would not have fatisfy’d myfelf with
the life 'of one woman ; [ verily think I fhould have
facrificed a thoufand to my fury, I ceale now to
wonder at your melancholy, ~The caufe of it was too
fenfible, and too mortifying not to make you yield to
it. O heaven! What a ftrange adventure! Nordo I
beliove the like on’t ever befel any man but yourfelf,
But, in fhort, I muft blefs God, who has comforted
you; and fiace I doubt not but your confolation is
well-grounded, be fo good as to let me know what it
is, and conceal nothing from me. Schahzenan was
not fo eafily prevailed uponin this point, as he had
been in the other, Lecaufe of his brother’s concern in
it. But being obliged to yield to his prefling inftances,
anfwer'd, 1 muft obey you then, fince yoor command
is abfolute ; vet 1 am afraid that my obedience will
occafion your trouble to be greater than ever mine was.
But you muit blame yourfelf for it, fince you force
me to reveal a.thing, which I thould otherwife have
buried in eternal oblivion. What you Tay, anfwers
Schahriar, ferves only to increafe my curiofity. Make
haile to difcover the fecret, whatever it be. The
king of Tartary being no langer able to refule, gave
him the particelars of all that he had leea of the
blacks in difgui’e, of the lewd paffion of the Sultanels,
and her ladies ; and to be fure he did not forger Mafoud.
After having been wiinefs to thofe infamous attions,
fays he, I believe all women to be that way naturally
inclined; and that they could not rehit thole - violeat
defires. Being of this opinion, it {fcemed to me to
be an unaccountable weaknefs in men to make them-
{elvesunealy at their infidelity. “This refieftion brought
many others along with it; and ia fhort, [ thought
the beft thing 1 could do, was to make myfelf eafy.
It coftme fome pains indeed, but atlalt [ effected it ; and

if you’ll take my advice, you fhall follow my example.
. ‘T'hough
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Though the advice was gcod, the Sultan could not
take.it, but fell into a rage. What! fays he, is the
Sultanefs of the Indies capable of proftituting he rlelf
in fo bafe a manner! No, brother, 1can’t Lelieve what
you fay, except I faw it with my eyes; your’s muft
needls have deceived you ; the mateer is fo impottant
that I muft be fatisfied of it myfelf. ~Dear brother,
anfwers Schahzenan, that you may withour much diffi-
culty. Appoint another hunting match, and when
we are outof town with your court and mine, we will
flop underour pavilions, and at wight let you and I
return alone to my aparcments; | am certain the nest
day you will fee what I faw. The Sultan approving
the ftratagem, immediately appointed a new hunting-
match. And thatfame day the pavilions were fet up
at the place appoiated. '

Next day the two princes fet out with all their
retinue; they arrived at the place of encampment, and
flaid there till night.  Then Schanriar call'd his grand
vizier, and without acquainting him with his defign,,
commanded nim to ftay in his place during his ab-
fence, and {affer no perfon to go out of the camp,
upon 2ny account whatever, As {oon as he had given
this order, the king of Grand Tartary and he took
hotfe, pafled through the camp incognito, returned to
the city, and went to Schahzenan’s apartment. They
had fcarce placed themfelves in the fame window where
the King of Tartary had feen the difgaifed blacks at
their icene, butthe fecret gate opencd, the Sultanefs
and her ladies entered the garden with the blacks, and
the having called upon Mafoud, the Sultan faw more
than enough to convince him plainly of his difhonour
and misfortune, .

Oh heaveas, cried he, what indignity ! What horror !
Can the wife of a fovereign, fuch as 1 am, be capable
of fuch an infamous aétion #  After this, let no prince
boalt of his being perfe&ly happy. Alas! my brother,
continues he, (embracing the king of Tartary) let us
both renoonce the world ; honeity is banifhed out of
it; if it fatters us the one day, it betrays us the next;
let us abandon our dominions and grangenr; let us go,
into foreign countries, where we may Icad an-obfnre

B - life,
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life, and conceal cur misfortunes. Schahzenan did not
at all approve of this refolution, but did not think fit
to contradi€t Schahriar in the heat of his paffion.
Dear Brother, fays he, your will fhall be mine; I am
ready to follow you whither you pleafe : But promife
me ‘that you will retarn, if we can meet with any one
that is more unhappy than ourfelves, I agree to it,
fays the Sultan, but doubt much whether we thall. I
am not of your mind in this, replies the king of Tar-
tary 5 I fancy our journey will be but fhort. Having
faid thus, they went fecretly out of the palace
another way than they came. = They travell’d as long
as "twas day; and lay the firft night under the trees,
and getting up abost break of day, they went on till
they came to a fine meadow upon the bank of the fea,
in which meadow there were tufts of great trees at fome
diftance from one another. They fat dowa under thofe
trees to reft and refrelh themiclves, and the chief
fubjeét of their converfation, was the lewdnefs of their
wives.
They had not fat long, before they heard a frightful
noife, and a terrible cry from the fea, which fll’d
them with fear; then the {ea opening, there arofe u
a thing like a great black column, which reach’d al-
moit to the cleuds. This redoubled their fear, made
them rife fpeedily, and climb up into a tree to hide
themfelves, They had fearce got up, till looking to the
place from whence the noife came, and where the fea
opened, they obferved that the black column advanced,
wind;ing’ about towards the {hore, cleaving the water
before it. They could not at firft think what it fhould
be, butina ﬁtt]ye time they found, that it was one of
thofe malignant genies that are mortal enemies to
mankind, and always doing them mifchief. He was
-black, frightful, had the fhape of a giant, of a pro-
digious flature, and carried on his head a great glafs
box, fhut with four locks of fine ficel. He entered
the meadow with his burden, which he laid down juft
at the foot of the tree where the two princes were, who
looked upon themfelves to be dead men. Mean while,
the genie fat down by his box, and opening it
with four keys that he had at his girdie, there came
6 el -

3 out
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out alady magnificently apparelled, of a majeftick
gtature, and a complete beauty. The moniler made *
her fit down by him, and eyeing her with an amorous
look : Lady (fays he) nay, moft accomplifhed of all
Jadies who are admired for their beauty, my charming
miftrefs, whom I carried off on your wedding-day, and
have loved fo conftantly ever fince, let me fleep a few
moments by you; for I found myfelf fovery fleepy, that
1 came to this placeto take alittle reft. | Having fpoke
thus, he laid down his huge head upun the lady’s
Knees, and ftretching out his legs which reached as
far as the {ea, he fell afleep, and {nored fo that he made
the banks to echo again. _

The lady happeniug at the fame time to look up to
the tree, faw the two princes, and made afign tothem
with her hand to come down withoot making any
noife. Their fear was extraordinary; whea they found
themfelves difcovered, and they prayed the lady, by
other figns, to excufe them'; but ine, after having laid
the monfter’s head foftly dewn, rofe up aand {poke
to them, with a low, but quiclk voice, to come down
to her; fhe would take nodenial. They made fignsto
her that they were afraid of the genie, and would fain
have been excufed. Upon which (ke ordered them to-
come down, andif they did not make hafte, threatened
to awake the giant, and bid him kill them.

Thefe words did fomuch intimidate the princes,
that they began to come down with all. poflible pre-
caution, leit they fhould awake the genie: When
they came down, the lady took them by the hand,
and going a little farther with them under the trees,
made a very urgent propofal to them. Ac firft they
rejected it, but fhe obliged them to accept it by her
threats. Having obtaincd what fhe defired, {he per-
ceived that each of them had a ring on his finger;
which the demanded of them. As {oonas fhe received
them, fhe went and took a box out of the bundle,
where her toilet was, pulied out 2 itring of other rings
of all forts, which fhe fhowed them, and atked them
if they knew what thofe jewels meant? - No, faid they,
we hope you will be pleafed to tell us. Thefe are,
replies fhe, the rings of all the men to whom I have

B ~granied
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granted my favour. . They are full fourfcore and
eighteen of them, which [ keep as token to remember
them ; and afksd yours® for the {ame reafon, to mzke
up my handred. So that, continues the, [ have had
an handred gallants already, notwithitanding the vi-
gilance of this wicked genie, that never leaves me.
He is much the nearer for locking me upin this glafs
box, and hiding me in the bottom of the fea: | find
a Wway to cheat him for all his care. You mayee by
this, that when a woman has formed a projett, there’s
no hufband or gallunt that can hinder her putting it
in execution. Men had better not put their wives
under fuch reftraint, it they have a mind they fhould
be chafie. Having fpoke thus to them, fhe put their
ringsupon the fame ftring with the reft, and fitting
her down by the moniter, as before, laid his head
again upon her Jap, and mace a fign for the princes to
be gone.

‘I hey returned immediately by the fame way they
came, and when they were out of fight of the lady
and the genie, Schahriar fays to Schahzenan, Well,
brother, what do you think of this adventure? Has
not the genie a very faithful mitrefs? And don’t you
agree that there’s no wickedneis equal to that of
women ? Yes, brother, anfwers the King of Great
Tarta.ry ; and you muit alfo agree, thatthe monfter is
more unfortunate, and has more reafon to complain,
than we, Therefore, fince we have found what we
fought for, let us return to our dominions, and let not
this hinder us to marry again. For my part, 1know
a method by which [ think I fhall keep inviolable the
faith that my wife thall plight to me. Iwill fay no
more of it at prefent, but you will hearof itin a little
time, and I am fure you will follow my example. The
Sultan agreed with his brother; and continuing their
- journey, they arrived in the campthe third night after
they left it. !

The news of the fultan’s return being fpread, the
courtiers came betimes in the morning before his pa-
vilion to waiton him. He ordered them to enter,
received them with a more pleafant air than formerly,
and gave each of them a gratification. After Whmit:’
t 4 €
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he told them he would go no farther, ordered them to
take horfe, and returned fpeedily to his palace.

As foon as ever he arrived, he ran to the fultanels’s
apariment, commanded her to be bound before him,
and delivered her to hig grand vizier, with an order to
firangle her, which was accordingly executed by that
minifter, without enquiring into her crime. The enrag-
ed prince did not ftop here, butcut off the heads of all
the fultanefs’s ladies with his own hand. After this
rigorous punithment, being perfuaded that no womaun
was'chafte, he refolved, in order to prevent the difloy-
alty of fuch as he fhould afterwards marry, towed ong
every night, and have her frangled next morning.
Having impoled this cruel law upon himfelf, he fwore
that he would obferve it immediately after the depas-
ture of the king of Tartary, who fpeedily took leave

-of him, and being laden with magnificent prefents,

* fet forward on his journey.

Schahzenan being gone, Schahriarordered his grand
vifier to bring Inm the daughter of oneof h.s generals.
The vizier obeyed ; the fuitan lay with her, and pat-
ting her next morning into his bands again in order to
be ttrangled, commanded him to-get him zn :ther next
night Whatever reluftance the vizier had to put fuch
orders in execution, as he owed blind obedience ro the
{ultan his mnafter, he was forced to fubmit. He brought
him then the daughter of a fubaltern, whom he alfo cat
off nextday. Afterler he broughta citizen’s daughter;
and, in aword, there was every day a maid married,
and a wife murthered.

. The rumour of this unparalleled barbarity occafioned
a general confternation in the city, where there was
nothing but crying and lamentation. Here a fatherin
tears, andinconfolable for the lofs of his daughter ;
and there tender mathers dreading left theirs fhould
have the fame fate, making the air to refound before-
hand with their groans. So that inftead of the com-
mendations and bleflings which the fultan had hitherto
received from his fubjeéts, their mouths were now filled
with imprecations againft him. e

The grand vizier, who, as has been already faid, was
the exccutioner of this horrid injuftice againit his will,

had
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had two daughters, theeldeft called Scheherazade, and
the youngeft Dinarzade : The latter was a lady of very
great merit ; but the ¢lder had courage, wit, and pene-
trationinfinitely aboyeher fex; fhe had read abundance,
and had fuch a prodigious memory, that fhe never for-
got any thing. She had fuccefsfully applied herfelf to
philofophy, phyfick, hiftory, and the liberal arts; and

“for verfe exceeded the beft poets of her time: Befides
this the was a perfeét beanty, and all her fine qualifica-

tions were crowned by folid virtue. i

The vizier paflionately loved a daughter fo worthy
of his tender affe@tion; and one day, as they were
difcourfing together, fhe fays to him, Father, I have
one favour to beg of you, and moft humbly pray you
to grant it me. I will not refufle it, anfwers he, pro-
vided it be juft and reafonable. For the juftice of it,
fays fhe, there can be no queftion, and you may judge
of it by the mptive which obliges me to demand it of
you. I have a defign to flop the courfe of that bar-
barity which the fultan exercifes upon the families of
this city. I wounld difpel thofe unjult fears which
fo many mothers have of lofing their daoghters in fuch
a fatal manner. Your defign, daughter, replies the
vizier, is verycommendable ; but the difeafe you would
remedy, to me feems incurable; how do you pretend
to effet it? Father, fays Scheherizade, fiuce by your
means the {ultan makes every day a new marriage, I
conjure you by the tender affeétion you bear to me,
to procure me the honour of his bed, The vizier
could not hear this without horrour. O heaven! replies
he, in a paflion, have you loit your fenfes, daughter,
that you make fuch a dangerous requeft tome? You
know the fultan has fworn by his foul that he will
neverlic above one night with the fame woman, and
t0 Order her to be killed the next morning; and would
%thatl fhould propofe you to him? Pray confider
Awell to what your indifereet zeal will expofe you.  Yes,
/dear father, replies the virtuous daughter, I know the
rifk I run ; but that does not frighten me. If [ perifh,
my death will be glorious ; and if I fucceed, I fhall do
my country an important piece of fervice. No, ro,

fays the vizier, whatever you can reprefent to engage -
me
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me to let you throw yourfelf into that horrible danger,.
don’t you think that ever 1 will agree to it. When
the Sulcan fhall order me to ftrike my poinard into your
heart, alas! I muft obey him; and what a difmal
employment is that for a father? Ah! if you don’t
fear death ; yet at leaft be afraid of occafioning me the
mortal grief of feeing my hand ftain’d with your blood.
Once more, father, fays Scheherazade, grant me the
favour I beg. Your itubbornnefs, replies the vizier,
will make me aagry; why will you run headlong to
your ruin 2 They that don’t forefee the end of a dan-
gerous enterprize, can never bring it to happy iflue.
Tam afraid the fame thing will happen to you, that
happen’d to the afs, which was well, and could not
keep himfelffo. What misfortunes befel the afs, re-
plies Scheherazade ? I’ll tell it you, fays the vizier, if
you’ll hear me.

FeSA "B LBy
The Afs, the Ox, andthe Labourer.

Very rich merchant had feveral country houfes,
A where he had abundance of cattle of all forts.
He went with his wife and family to one of thofe
eftates, in order to improve it himfelf. He had the
giftrof underftanding the language of beafts, but with
this condition, that he fhould interpret it to nobody
on pain of death ; and this hindred him to communi-
cate to others what he learn’d by means of this gift.

He had in the fame ftall, an ox and an afs; and
one day as he fat nearthem, and diverted himfelf to fee
his children play about him, he heard the ox fay to
the afs, Sprightly, O! how happy do I think you,
when I confider the eafe you enjoy, and the little
Iabour that is required of you. -You are carefu]ly rub-
bed down and wafh’d, you have well drefs’d corn, and
frefh clean water, Your greateft bufinefs is to carry
the merchant, our mafter, when he has any little
journey to make, and were it not for that you would
be perfeltly idle. I am treated in a quite different
manner, and my condition is as unfortunate as your’s is
pleafant. ’Tis fcarceday-Jight when I am faftened to

a plow,
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& plow, and there they make me work till aight, to
till up the ground ; which fatigees me fo, that fome-
times my (trength fails me.  Befides the labourer, who
is:always behind me,* beats me continually. = By draw-
ing the plow, mytail isall flea’d; and in thoet, after
having labour'd from morning il night, when I am
brought in, they give me nothing to eat but forry dry
beans, not {fo much as cleans’d from fand, or other
things aspernicious; and to heighten my mifery, when
T'have fill’'d my belly with fucn ordinary ftuff, I am
forced to lie all night in my owa dang: So that you
fee T have reafon to envy your lot.

The afs did not interrupt the ox, till he had faid all
that he had a mind to fay ; but when he had made an
end, anfwer’d, they that call you a foolifh bealt don'c
lie ; you are toa fimple, you let them carry you whi-
_ther they pleafe, and fhew no manner of refolution.  In
the mean time what advantage do you reap by the in-
dignities you fufter ? Yot kill yourfelf for the eafe,
pleafure, and profit of thofe that give you nothanks for
fo doing. Butthey would not treat you fo, if you had
as much courage as ftrength. -

When they come to taiten you to the ftall, why
don’t you make refiftance ? why don’t you flrike them
with your horns, and fhew that you ate angry, by
firiking your foot againft the ground? And, in fhort,
why don’t you frighten them by bellowing aloud ? Na-
tare has furnifhed you with means to piécure you re-
{pe&, but you don’t make ufe of them. They bring
you forry beans, and bad ftraw ; eat none of ’em, only
fmell to ’em, and leave ’em. If you follow the advice
T give you, you will quickly find a change, for which
you will thank me. The ox took the afs’s advice in
very good part, and own’d he was much oblig’d
to him for it. 'Dear Sprightly, adds he, I will not
fail to do all that you have faid, and you fhall fee
how I fhall acquit myfelf. ‘They held their peace
after this difcourfe, of which the merchant heard every
word, ' '

Next morning betimes, the labourer comes to take
the ox: He fafltened him to the plow, and carried him
to his ordinary work. = The ox;, who had not forg;:t

the
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the afs’s counfel, was very troublefome and untowardly .
all that day, and in the evening, when the labourer
brought him back to the ftall, and began to fuften him
to it, the malicious beaft, inftead of prefenting his
horns willingly as he ufed to do, was reftive, and went
backward bellowing ; and then made at the labourer,
as if he would have puth’d him with his horns: In a
word, he did all that the afs advis’d him to. Nextday
the labourer came as ufnal, totake the ox to his labour ; [
but finding the ftall full of beans, the firaw that he
pat in the night before not touch’d, and the ox lying
on the ground with his legs ftretch’d out, and pantin
ina ftrange manner, he believed him to be fick, pitie
him, and thinking that it was not proper to carry him
to work, went immediately and acquainted the mer-
chant with it.

Who perceiving that the ox had followed all the mif-
chievous advice of the afs, whom he thought fit to pa-
nifh for it, he ordered the labourer to go and put the
afs in the ox’s place; and to be {ure to work him hard.
The labourer did fo, the afs was forced to draw the
plow all that day, which fatigued him fo much the
more, as he was not accuftom’d to that fort of labour;
befides, he had been fo foundly beat, that he could
fcarce ftand when he came back.

Mean while the ox was mightily pleas’d, he eat up
41l that was in his ftall, and refted himfelf the whole
day. He was glad at the heare that he had follow’d
the afs’s alvice, bleffed him a thoufand times for it,
and did not fail to compliment him upon it, when he
{aw him come back. I'he als snfwer’d not one word,
fo vex’d was he to be fo ill treated ; but fays within
himfelf, tis by my own impradence | have brought this
misfortune upon myfelf ; L liv'd happily,”every thing
{mil’d upon me ; { had all that I could wifh, ’tis my
own fault that I am broughtto this milerable condition ;
and if I can’t contrive {ome way to get out of it, I am
certainly undone ; and as he {poke thus, his firength
was {o much exhauited that he fell down at his ftall,
as if he had been half dead.

Here the grand vizier addrefled himfelf to Sehehera-

“zade, and faid, Daoghter, you do jultlike the afs, you
will
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will expofe youilelf to deftra&ion by your falfe pru-
dence. Take my advice, be cafy, and don’t take fuch
meafures as will haften your death.  Father, replies
Scheherazade, the example you bring me is not capa-
ble of making me change my refolntion 3 I will never
ceafe importaning you until you prefent me to the
Sultan to be his bride. The vizier perceiving that the
perfiftedin her demand, replied, alas then! fince you.
will con'inue obftinate, I fhall be obliged to treat you
in the fame manner as the merchant I named jult now
treated his wife in a little time after,

The merchant underftanding that the afs was in a
lamentable condition, was curious to know what pafled
betwixt him and the ox; therefore after fupper, he
went out by moonlight, and fat down by them, his
wife bearing him company. When he arriv’d, he
heard the afs fay to the ox, Comrade, tell me, 1 pray
you, what you intend to do to-morrow, when the la.

bourer brings you meat? What wili I do? fays the ox,

I will continue to do as you taught me. Iwill go off
rom him and threaten him with my horns, as I did
yefterday; I will fain myfelf to be fick, and jult
ready to die. Beware of that, replies the afs, it will
ruin you , foras I came bome tgia evening, I heard
the merchant, our mafter, fay fomething that makes
me tremble for you. Alas! what did you hear ? fays
the ox, as you love me, hide nothing from me, my
deat Sprightly.  Our mafter, replied the afs, had thele
fad expreflions to the labourer : Since the ox does not
€at, and is not able to work, I would have him kill’d
to-morrow, and we will give his flefh as an alms to the
Poor for God’sfake ; as for the fkin that-wiil be of ufe
to us, and [ would have you give it the currier to drefs;
therefore don’t fail, bur fend for the butcher. This
is what I had to tell you, fays the afs. ‘The concern I
have for your prefervation, and my friendihip for you,
oblig’d me to let you know it, and to give yoa new
advice. As foon as they bring.you your braa and
ftraw, rife up and eat heartily, Our matterwill by this
think that youare cur’d, and no doubt wilt recall his
orders for killing you ; whereas if you do otherwife,
- You are certainly gone,

This
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The difconrfe had the effe@ which the als defigned.
The ox was ftrangely troubled at ir, and bellowed out
for fear. The merchant, who heard the difcourfe very
attentively, fell into fuich a fic of langhter, that his wite
was furprized at it, and faid, Pray, hulband, tell me
what you laagh at fo heartily, that I may langh with

you, Wife, fays he,/ you muft content yourlelf with
" ‘hearing me laugh. No, replied fhe, I will know the "
reafon, I cannotgiveyou that {atisfaétion, anfwers he,
but only that I laugh at what our afs juft now faid to
our ox. 'The reft 1sa fecret, which I am not allowed
toreveal. And what hinders you from revealing the
fecret? fays the. If1I tell it you, anfvers he, it will
coft me my life. You only jeer me, cried his wife 5.
what you tell me now connot be true. If you don’t
fatisfy me prefently, what you laught at, and tell me
whattlie ox and afs faid to one another, I fivear by
heaven that you and I fhall never bed together again.

Having fpoke thas, fhe went into the houfe ina
great fret, and fetting herfelf in the corner, eried there
all night. Her huiband lay alone, and finding next
morning that fhe continned in' the fame humour, told
her, fhe was a very foolifh woman to affict herfelf in
that manner, the thing'was not worth fo much; and
that it did concern her as little to know the matter, as
it concerned him much to keep it fecret; Therefore I
conjure you to think no more ofit. I fhall flill think fa
much of it, fays the, as never to forbear weeping' till
you have fatished ‘my cariofity. Bur I tell you very
ferioufly, replied he, that it will cot me my life, if
I yield to your indifcretion. Let what will happen,
{ays fhe, I doinfift upon it. I perceive, fays the mer-
chant, that ’tis impoflible to bring you to reafon, and
fince [ forefee that you will occafion your own death
by your obftinacy, L will call in your children, that
they may fee’ you before you die. Accordingly he
call’d for ’em, and fent for her father and mother, and
other relations. When they were ¢ome, aad heard the
reafon of thexr being called for, they did all they could
to convince her that fhe was in the wrong, but to no
purpofe : fhe told them fhe would rather die than yield
that point to her hufband. Her father and mother

{poke



20 AraBran NiGHTS

fpoke to her by herfelf, and teld her that what the
delired to know was of no importance to her; but they
could gain nothing upon her, either by their authority
or intreaties. When her children faw that nething
would prevail to bring her out of that fullen temper,
they wept bitterly. The merchant himfelf was like
a man out of his {enfes, and was almoft ready to rifk
his own life, to fave that of his wife, whom he loved
dearly.

Now, /my danghter, fays the vizier to Scheherazade,
this merchant had filty hens and a cock, with a dog
that gave good heed to all that pafied ; and while the
merchant was {et down. as I faid, and confidering
- what he had beft to do, he fees his dog run toward
the cock as he was treading a hen, and heard him
fpeak to him thus: Cock; fays he, I am fure heaven
will not let you live long; are you not athamed to do
- that thing to-day ? The cock ftanding up on tiptoe,
anfwers the dog fiercely : And why, fays he, fhould
I not do it to-day as well as other days? If you don’t
know, replies the dog, then I’lltell you, that this day
our matfter is in grear perplexity. His wife would have
him reveal a fecret which, is of fuch a natore, that it
will colt him his life if he doth it. Things are come
to that pafs, thatit is tobe feared he willicarcely have
refolution enough tarefilt his wife’s obftinacy; for he
loves her, and is affefted with the tears that_fhe conti-
nually fheds, and perhaps it may coft him his life ; we
are all alarmed at 1t, and you only infult our melan-
choly, and have the impudence to divert yourfelf with
your hens.

‘The cock anfwer’d the dog’s reproof thus: What,
has our mafter fo little fenfe ? He has but one wife,
and can’t govern her: and though I have fifty, I make
them all do what [ plealfe. ILet him make ufe of his
reafon, he will {fpeedily find a way to rid himfelf of his
trouble. How, {ays the- dog, what would you have
him do? Let him go into the room where his” wife is,
fays the cock, lock the door, and take 2 good fick
and thrafh her well ; and 1’1l anlwer for it, that will
bring her to her right wits, and make her forbear to
alk him any more what he ought not to tell her, ‘The

merchant
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merchant had no fooner heard what the cock faid, but
be took np a good ftick, went te his wife, whom he
found fiill a ¢rying, and fhatting the door, belaboured
her fo foundly, that fhe cried out, ¢ It is enough, huf--
¢ band, it is enough, let me alone, and I will never
¢ alk tiie quellion more.”  Upon this, perceiving that
fhe repented of her impertinent curiofity, he forbore
drubbing her; and opening the door, herfriends came
in, were glad to find her cured of her obftinacy, and
complimented her hufband upon this happy expedient
to bring his wife toreafon. Daunghter, addsthe grand
vizier, yod deferve to betreated as the merchant tteat-
ed his wife. 5 .

Father, replied Scheherazade, I beg yon would not
take it ill that I perfift in my opinion. I am nothing
moved by the ftory of that woman. I can tell you
abundance of others, to perfuade you that you ought
not to oppofe my defign. = Befides, pardon me for de-
claring to.you, that your oppofing me would be in
vain ; for if your paternal affection fhould hinder you
to grant my requeit, I woald go and offer myfelf to
the Sultan. In thort, the father, being overcome by
the refolution of his daughter, yielded to her impor-
tunity, and though he was very much grieved that he
could not-divert her from fuch a fatal refolution, he
went that minute to acquaint the Sultan, that next
night he would bring him Scheherazade,

[he Salran was much f{urprized at the facrifice which
the grand vizier made to him. How could yoa refolye
upoa it, fays he, to bring me your own daughter? Sir,
anfwers the vizier, it’s her own offer. The fad deftiny
thatattends it could not fcare her; fhe prefers the ho-
nour of being your majeity’s wife one night, to her
life. Bot don’t miftake yourfelf, vizier, fays the Sul-
tan, to-morrow, when I pnt Scheherazade into your
hands, I expec you would take away her life; and if
you fail, I{wear that yourfelf fhall die. Sir, rejoins
the vizier, my heart without doubt will be full of grief
to execute your commands ; but it is to no purpofe for
nature to murmur; tho' I be her father, I will anfer
for the fidelity of my hand to obey your order. Schah-
riar accepted his minifter’s offer, and told him he might
bring his danghter when he pleafed.

The
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The grand vizier went with the news to Schehera.
wzade, who received it with as much joy, as if it had
been the moft agreeable thing in the world ; fhe thanked
her father for having obliged her in o fenfible a man.
ner; and perceiving ‘that he was overwhelmed with
grief, fhe told him, in order to his confolation, that
flie hoped he would never repent his having married
her to the Sultan; but that on the contrary, he
fhould have reafon to rejoice in itall his days,

All her bufinefs was to put herfelf ina condition to
appear before the Sultan; but before fhe went, fhe
took her fifter Dinarzade apart, and fays to her, My
dear fiftery I have need of your help in a matter of very
great importance, and maft pray you not to deny it
me. My father is going to carry me to the Sultan to
be his wife; don’t let this frighten you, but hear me
with patience. ~ As foon as 1 am come to the Sultan, I
will pray him to allow you tolie in the bride-chamber,
that I may enjoy your company this one night more.
If I obtain that favour, as | hope to do, remember to
awake me to-morrow an hour before day, and to ad-
drefs mein thefe or fome fuch words, ‘¢ My fifter, if
¢ you be not afleep, T pray you that till day-break,
¢ which will be very fpeedily, you will tell me one of |
¢ the fine flories of which you have read fo many.’” Im-
mediately T will tell you one; and I hope by this
means to deliver the city from the confternation they
are cnder at prefent. ' Dinarzade anfwered that fhe
would obey with pleafure what the required of her. |

Thetime of going to bedbeing come, the grand vizier |
conducted Scheherazade to the palace, and retired after ;

“having introduced her into the Sultan’s apartment “As
foon as the Sultan was left alone with her, he ordered
her o' uricover her face, and found it fo beautiful; that .
he vas perfeétly charmed with her ; and perceiving her |
to be in tears, afked her the reafon. Sir, ' anfivered ['
Scheherazade, 1 have a fifler, who loves me tenderly, |
as I do her; and I could with that the might be allowed
to be all night in this chamber, that I might fee her,
and bid her once more adien. Will you be pleafed to |
allow me the comfort of giving her this laft teftimony |

~of my frienddhip. Schahriar ia\riug confented I;u it, |
: : Fm . DRt
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Dinaraade, was fent for, who came with all poflible
diligence. The Sultan went to bed with Scheherazade
upon an alcove raifed ver{ high, according to the cuf-
tom of the monarchs of the eaft; and Dinarzade lay
in a bed that was prepared for her, near the foot of the
alcove.

An hour before day, Dinarzade being awake, failed
not to do as her fifter ordered her. My dear fifter,
cries fhe, if you be not afleep, I pray until day-break
which will be in a very little time, that you will tell me
one of thofe pleafant ftories you have read ; alasd this
may perhaps be the laft time that ever 1 thall have that
fatisfaétion.
~ Scheherazade, inftead of anfwering her fiter, ad-
drefs’d herfelf to the Sultan thus ; Sir, will your ma-
jefty be pleafed to allow me to give my fifter this fatis-.
faction? With all my heart, anfwers the Sultan. Then
Scheherazade bid her fifter liften ; and afterwards ad-
drefling herfelf to Schahriar, began thas : '

The Firp Night.
The Merchant and the Genies
SIR,

HERE was formetly a merchant who had a
great eftate in Jands; goods, and money. He
had.abundance of aeputies, fators, and flaves. He
was obliged from time to. time to take journies, and
talk with his correfpondents ; and one day being under
a neceflity of guing a long journey, about an affair of
importance, he took horie, and pnt a portmanteau
behind him, with fome biicuits and dates, becaufe he
had a great defart to pafs over, where he could have no
manner of provifions.. He arrived without any acci-
dent at theend of his journey ; and having difpatched

. his affairs, took horfe again, inorderto return home,
The foarth day of his journey, he was fo much in-
commoded by the heat of the fun, and the refle€tion of
that heat fram theearth, that he torn’d out oftlfe road,
to refrefh himfelf under fome trees tlac he faw in the
-country, - There he foundat thefoot of a great walnut-
tree, a fountain of very clear rupning waterand elight-

ng,
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ing, tied his horfe to a branch of the tree, and fitting
down by the fountain, took fome bifcuits and dates cut
of his portmantean ; and as he eat his dates, threw the
fhells about on both fides of him. When he had done
eating, being a good muflelman, he wafhed his hands,
his face, and his feet, and faid his prayers. He had
~ not made an end, but was ftill on his knees, when he
~ faw a Genie appear, all white with age, and of a
monftrous bulk; who, advancing towards him with a
fcymetar in his hand, fpoke to him in a terrible voice,
thus: Rife up, that I may kill thee with this fcymetar,
as you have killed my fon; and accompanied thofe
words with a frightful cry. The merchant being as
much frightened at the hideous fhape of the moniter, as
at-thofe threatening words, anfwered him trembling,
Alas! my good lord, of what crime can I be guilty
towards you, that you fhould take away my life? 1 will,
replies the Genie, kill thee, as thou haft killed my fon.
O heaven! fays the merchant, how fhould 1 kill your
fon? Idid notknow him ér ever faw him. - Did not
you fit down when you came hither, replies the Genie?
Did not you take dates out of your portmanteau, and
as you eat ’em, did not you throw the fhells about on
both fides; [ did all that you fay, anfwers the mer-
- chant, I cannotdeny it. Ifitbe fo, replied the Genie,
I tell thee, that thou haft killed my fon; and the way
was thus : When you threw the nutlhells about, my
fon was pafling by, and yon threw one of them into his
eye, which killed him ; therefore Imuit kill thee. Ah !
my lord, pardon me!cried the merchant. Nopardon,
anfwersthe Genie, nomercy, Isit not jult to kill him
thathaskilled another ? I agree toit, {ays the merchant,
but certainly I never killed your fon; and if I have, it
was unknownto me, and I did it innocently , therefore
I beg you to pardon me, and to fuffer me to live. No,
no, faysthe Genie, perfilting in hisrefolution, I muft
kill thee, fince thou haft kill’d my for ; and then taking
the merchant by the arm, threw him with his face upon
the ground, and lifted up his fcymetar to cut off his
head.

The merchant allin tears, protefted he was innocent,
bewailed his wife and children, and fpoke to the Genie,

1N
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in the moft moving expreflions that cenld be uttered.
The Gente with his feymetar Rill lifted vp, had (o much
patience as to hear the wretch make an tnd of his la-
mentations, but would not relent. All'this whining,
fays the monfter, is to no parpofe, tho’ you fhould fhed
tears of biood, that (hall not hinder me to kill thee, as
thou hatt killed my fon. Why! replied the merchant,
can nothing prevail with you ? Will you abfolutely take
away the life of ‘a poor innocent? Yes, replied the Ge-
nie, I am refolved upon it. As fhe had fpoke thofe
words, perceiving it was day, and knowing that the .
Sultan rofe betimes in the morning to fay his prayers,
and hold his council, Scheherazade held her peace,
Lord! fifter, fays Dinarzade, what a wonderful flory
is this! The remainder of it, fays Scheherazade, 1s
more furprizing, and you will be of my mind, if the
Sultan will let me.live this day, and permit me to tell
it you the next night. Schahriar, who had liftened to
Scheherezade with pleafure; fays to himfelf, I will ftay
till to-morrow, for I can atany time put her to deach,
when fhe has made an end of her ftory; fo having re-
folved not to take away Scheherazade’slife that day, he
rofe and went to his prayers, and then call’d his conncil,

All this while the grand vizier was terribly sneafy.
Inftead of fleeping, he fpent the night in fighs and
groans, bewailing the lot of his daughter, ofvhom he
believed that he himfelf thould be the executioner. And
as, in this melancholy profped. he was afraid of fee-
ing the Sultan, he was agreeably f{urprized, when he
faw the prince eriter the council chamber without giv-
ing him the fatal orders he expetled.

‘The Sultan, according to his cullom, {pent the dayin'
regulating his affairs ; and when night came, he went to
bed with Scheherazadg. Nextmorning beforeday, Di~
narzade failed not to addrefs herfelfto her fiffer, thus:
My dear fifter, if you be not afleep, I pray you till day-
break, which mult be in a very little time, to go on
with the flory you began laft night. The Sultan, with:
out ftaying till Scheherazade atked him leave, bid her
make an end of the ftory of the Genie and the mer.
chant, for I long to hear the iffue of it; upon which
Scheherazade fpoke, and continued the ftory as follows.

Vou, 1. \ C The
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The Secord Night.

HEN the merchant {faw that the .Genie was go-
ing to cut off his head, he cried out aloud, and
faid to him, For heaven’s {ake hold your hand ! Allow
me one word, be fo good as to grant me fome refpite,
allow me but time to bid my wife and children adieu,
and to divide my eftate among them by will, that they
may not go to Jaw with one another after my death;
and when [ have done fo, [ will come back to the fame
place, ‘and fubmit to whatever you fhall pleafe to or-
der cancerningme. But, fays the Genie, if I grant you
the time you demand, | doubt you’ll never return, If
~ you will believe my oath, anfwers the merchant, [
{wear by all that’s facred, that I will come and meet |
you here without fail. What time do you demand then,
replies the Genie ? I afk a year, fays the merchant; I
cannothave lels to order my affairs,andtoprepare my-
felf to die without regret. Butl promife you, that this
day twelve months I will return under thofe trees, to
gu: myfelf into your hands. Do you take heaven to
e witnefs to this promife, fays the Genie? I do, an-
fwers the merchant, and repeat it, and you may rely
upon my oath. . Upon this the Genie left hint near the

fountain, and difappeared. :
The merchant being recovered from his fright,
mounted his horfe, and fet forward on his journey;
and as he was glad on the one hand that he had efcap’d
fo great a danger, fo he was mortally forry on the other,
when he thought on his fatal oath. When he came
home, his wife and children received him with all the
demonttrations of a perfe& joy. Buat he, inftead
of making them anfwerable returns, fell a2 weeping
bitterly ; from whence they readily conjectured, that
fomething extraordinary had befailen him. His wife
afked the realon of his exceflive grief and tears; We
are all overjoyed, fays fhe, at your return; but you
frighten us to {ee you in this condition ; pray tell us
the caufe of your forrow.  Alas! replies the hufband,
the caufe of it is, that I have but a year to live:

and then told what had pafled betwixt him and the
,Genie,
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Genie, and that he had given him his oath to return -
at the end of the year, to receive death from his
hands. ;

When they had heard this fad news, they all began
to lament heartly. His wife made a pitiful outcry,
beat her face, aad tore her hair. The children being
all in tears, made the houfe refound with their groans ;
and the father, not being able to overcome nature,
mix’d his tears with theirs: So that, in a word, it
was the moft affecting fpectacle that any man could
behold.

Next morning the merchant applied himfelf to -put
his affairs in order ; and the firft of all to pay his debts.
- He made prefents to his friends, gave great alms to
the poor, fet his flaves of buth fexes at liberty, divid-
ed his eftate among his' children, dppointed guardians
for fuch of them as were not come of age; and reftor-
ing to his wife all that was due to her by contra& of
marriage, he gave her over and above all that he could
do by law.

At laft the year expired, and go he muft. He put
his burial clothes in his portmanteaw ; but never was
there fuch grief {cen as when he came to bid his wife
and children adieu. They could not think of parting,
but refolved to go along and to die with him ; bat
finding that he muft be forced to part with thofe dear
objeéts, he fpoke to them thus; My dear wife and
children, fays he, I obey the order of heaven in quit-
ting you; follow my example, fubmit courageouily to
this neceflity, and confider that *tis the deftiny of man to
die. Having faid thefe words, hé went ont of the
hearing of the cries of his family ; and taking h jour-
ney, arrived at the place where he promifed to meer
the Genie on the day appointed. He alighted, and
fetting himfelf down by the fountain, waited the com-
ing of the Genie, with all the forrow imaginable. Whilft
he langoifhed in this croel expeltation, a good old man
leading a bitch, appeared and drew near him ; they
faluted one another ; after which the old man fays to
him, Brother] may I atk vou why you are come into
this deéfart place, where there is nothing but evil {pirits,
and by confequence you cannot be fafe. To look upon

C
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thefe fine trees, indeed, one would think the place in-
habited ; but itis atrue wildernels, where it is ‘not fafe
to ftay long. ? :

The merchant fatisfied his-curiofity, and told him
the adventure which obliged him to be there. Theold
man liflened to him with aftonilbment, and when he
had done, cry’d out, Thisis the molt furprizing thing
in the world ; and you are bound with the moft inviolable
Gath? However, 1 will be witue(s. of your interview
with the Genie. And fitting down by the merchant,
they talked together. But .1 fee day, fays Schehera-
zade, and-muit leave off ; yet the beft of the flory is
to come. The Sultan refolving to hear the end of it,
fuffered her to live that day alfo.

The Third Night.

to her fifter as formerly, thus: My dear fifter,

ys the, if you be not afleep, tell me one of thofe plea-

fant ftories that you have read. But the Sultan, willing

to underftand whart followed betwixt the merchant and

the Genie, bid her go on with that, which fhe did as
follows : §

Sir, while the merchant and the old man that led
the bitch were talking, they faw anothercld mancom-
ing to them, followed by two black dogs: After they
had faluted one another, he afked them what they did
in that place ? The old man with the bitch told him
the adventure of the merchant and Genie, with all that
had paffed between them, particularly the merchant’s
oath, - He added, thatit was the day agreed on, -and
that he was refolved to ftay and fee the iflue,

-The fecond old man thinking it alfo worth his cu-
riofity, refolved to do the like ; he likewife fat down
by them; and they had fcarce began to talk together,
but there came a third old man, who addrefling him-
{elf to the two former, afked ‘why the merchant that
fat'with them looked fo melancholy 2 They told him
the reafon of it, which appeared {o extraordinary to him,
that he alfo refolved to be witnefs to the rcfult;*d for
that end fat down with them,

NEXT morning Dinarzade made the fame requeft
a

In
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In a little time they perceived in the field a thick
vapour, like a cloud of duf raifed by a whirlwind, ad-
vancing towards them, which yanifhed all of a fudden,
and then the Genie appeared ; who, without {aluting
them, came up to the merchant with adrawn fcymetar,
and taking him by the arm, fays, Ger thee up, thatI
may kill thee, as thon didft my fon. The merchant
and the three old men being frightened, began to la-
ment, and to fill the air with their cries. Here Sche-
herazade, perceiving day, leftoff her ffory, which did
fo much whet the Sultan’s curiofity, that he was ab-
folutely refolved to hear the end ofit, and put off the
Sultanefs’s execution till the next day,

Nobody can exprefs the grand vizicr's joy, when he
erceived that the Sultan did notorderhim to kill Sche-
erazade ; his family, the court, and all the people in
general, were aftonifhed at it.

The Fourr.b Night.

Owards the end of the followiog night, Dinar-

zade failed not to awake the Sultanefs. My

dear fifter, fays fhe, if you benot afleep, pray tell me

one of your fine ftories.  Then Scheherazade, with the
Sultan’s permiffion fpoke as follows.

Sir, when the old man that led the bitch, {aw the
Genie lay hold of the merchant, and about to kill
him without pity, he threw himfelf at the fcet of the
moniter, and kifing them, fays to him, "Prince of
Genies, I molt humbly requeit you to {ufpend your
anger, and do me the t{u'our to hear me. 1 will tell
you the hiltory of my life, and of the biich you fee;
and if you think it more wonderfol and furprizing
than the adventure of the merchant you are going to
kill, T hope you will pardon the poor unfortunate man
the third of his erime. The Genie tock {fome time to
confult upon it, but anfwered at laft, Well then, I
agree to It. ;

The Hifory of the Firft O/d Man, and th= Bitch,

Shall begin then, fays the old man ; liften to me,
I pray you with anePu’on. This bitch you fee is
. C3 ~my
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my coufin ; nay what is more, my wife ; the was only
twelve years of age when | married her, fo that { may
Juftly fay," fhe ought as much to regard me asher fathes,
as her kinfman and hufband,

We lived together twenty years, without any chil-
dren, yet her barrennefs did not hinder my having a
great deal of complaifance and friendlhip forher. The
defire of having children only made me to buy a flave,
by whom I had a fon, who was extreme promifing. My
wife being jealous, conceived a hatred for both mo-
ther and child, but concealed it fo well, that I did
not know it till *twas too late. )

Mean time my fon grew up, and was ten years old,
when I was obliged to undertake a journey. Before I
went, I recommended to my wife, of whom I had no
miftruft, the flave and her fon, and pray’d her to take
care of ’em during my abfence, which was for a whole
year. She made ufe of that time to fatisfy her hatred 5
the applied herfelf to magick, and when fhe knew
enough of that diabolical art to execute her horrible
contrivance, the wretch carried my fon to a defolate
piace, where, by her inchantments, fhe changed my
ion into a calf, and gave him to my farmer to fatten,
pretending flie had bought him. Her fury did not ftop
at this abominable aétion, but fhe likéwife changed the
flave into a cow, and gave her alfo to my farmer. -

At my return, [ afked -for the mother and child &
Your flave, fays fhe, is dead ; and for your fon, I
know not what is become of him, I have not feen him
thefe two months: I was troubled at the death of the
flave, but my fon having only difappeared, as {he-lo]d
me, I was in hopes he would return in a little time.
However, eight months paffed, and I heard nothing of
him. When the feitival of the great Bairam happened,
to celcbrate the fame, [fent to my farmer for one of
the fattelt cows, to facrifice 3 and he fent me one ac-
cordingly. The cow which he brought me was my
flave, the anfortunate mother of my fon. I tied her,
bar as I was going to facrifice her, fhe bellowed piti-
fully, and I coulfpcrceive ftreams of tears run from
her eyes. This{eemed to me very extraordinary, and
finding myfelf, in fpite of all I could do, feized with

. 5 pity,
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ity, I could not find'in my heart to give ker a blow,
ut ordered my farmer to get me another. i

My ‘wife, who was prefent, was enraged at my com-
pafion, and oppofing herfelf toan order which difap-
pointed her malice, fhe cries out, What do you do,
hufband ? Sacrifice that cow, your farmer has not a
finer, nor one fitter for that ufe. Out of complaifance
to my wife, I came again to the cow, and combating
my pity, which fufpended the facrifice, was going to

ive her the fatal blow ; when the viim redoubling
her tears, and bellowing, difarmed me'a fecond time.
Then T put the mell into the farmer’s hands, and bid

"~ him take and facrifice her himfelf, for her tears and

bellowing pierced my heart.

The farmer, lefs compafiionate than I, facrificed her;
and when he flea’d her, found her to be nothing but
bones, though to us: fhe feemed very fat. Take her to
Kourfelf’, {ays I to the farmer, I quit her to you; give

er in alms, or which way you will ; and if you
have a very fat calf, bring it me in her ftead. 1 did
notinform myfelf what he did with the cow, but foon
after he took her away, he came witha very fat calf.
Tho’ I knew not the calf was my fon, yet 1 could
not forbear being moved at the fight of him. *On his
part, asfoon as he {aw me, hz made fo great an effort
to come to me, that he broke his cord, threw himfelf
at my feet, with his head againft the ground, as if he”
would excite my compaflion, conjuring me not to be -
fo cruel as to take his life; and did as much as was
ofible for him to do, .to fignify that he was my
on.

I was more furprized and affeted with this aétion,
than with the tears of the cow; I found a tender pity,
which made me concern myfelf for him, or rather -na-
ture did its duty. Go, fays I to the farmer, carry home
that calf, take great care of him, and bring me another
in his place immediately. :

As foon as my wife heard me fay fo, fhe immediately
cried out, What do you do, hufband ¢ Take my advice,
facrifice no other calf but that. Wife, fays I, I will
not facrifice him, T will fpare him, and pray don't you
oppofeit, The wickefl woman had no regard to my

4 ! deﬁre,
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defire, the hated my fon too much, to confent that T
fhould fave him: I tied the poor creature, and taking
up the fatal knife—Here Scheherazade itopt, becaufe
fhe perceived day-light. | '

Then Dinarzade éid, Sifter, I am enchanted with
this flory ; which befpeaks my attention {o agreeably.
If the Sultan will fuffer me to live to-day, anfwers
Scheherazade, what I have to tell to-morrow, will
divert you abundantly more. Schahriar, curious to
know what would become of the old man’s fon that
led the bitch, told the Sultanels he would be very glad
to hear the end of that flory next night,

97?2 F!'ﬂfb Nl.g'bfa

WHEN day began to draw near, Dinarzade put
her fifter’s orders in execation very ‘exaily ;
who being awaked, prayed the Sultan to allow her to
give Dinarzade that {atisfaétion, which the prince, who
took fo much pleafure in the ftory himfelf, willingly
agreed to. '

Sir, then, fays Scheherazade, the firflt old man who
led the bitch, continuing his ftory to the Genie, to the
two o.:er old men, and the merchant, proceeded thus ;
1 took the knife, fays he, and was going to ftrike it
into my fon’s threat; when turniog his eyes, bathed
with tears, ina languifhing manner, towards me, he
affected me fo that 1 had no firength to facrifice him,
but ler the knife fall, and told my wife pofitively that
I would have another calf to facrifice, and not that,
She ufed all endeavours 10 make me change my refo-
lution ; but I continued firm, and pacified her a little,
by promifing that I would fucrifice him againft the Bai-
TAm next year.

Next morning my farmer defired to fpeak with me
alone ; and told' me, I come fays he, to tell you a
piece of news, for which I hope you will return me
thanks. I have a daughter that has fome (kill in ma-
gick: Yefterday as I carried back the calf, which you
- would not facrifice, I perceived fhe laughed when fhe
faw him, and in a moment after fell a' weeping, T

afked her why fhie a&ted two {uch contrary parts at on;
an
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and the fame time. Father, rcplies fhe, the calf you
bring back is our landlord’s fon: 1 laughed for joy to
fee him flill alive, and I wept at the remembrance of
the fucrifice that was made theother day of his mother,*
who was changed into a cow. Thefe two metamor«
phofes were made by the inchantments of our malter’s
wife, who hated the the mother and fon. This is what
my daughter told me, {aid the farmer, and I come to
acquaint you with it. $ -

‘At thefe words, the old man adds, T leave you to
think, my lord Genie, how much I was furprized ; I
went immediately to my farmer, to fpeak with his
daughter myfelf. ~ As foon as 1 came, I went forthwith
to the flall where my fon was; he could not anfiver my
embraces, but received them in fuch a manner, as fully
fatisfied me he was my fon.

The farmer’s daughter came: My good maid, fays
I, canyou reftore my fon to his former fhape? Yes,
fays the, I can. Ah1 fays [, if you can, 1 will make
you miftrefs of all my fortune. Skhe replied to me,
fmiling, You are our mafter, and 1 know very well
what I owe to you, but I cannot reftore your fon into
his former fhape, but on two “conditions: The firlk
is, that you give him me for my hufband; and the
fecond is, that you allow me to punifh the perfon who
changed him into acalf. For the firft, fays I, Iagree
to it with all my heart: Nay, I promife you more, 2
confiderable ellate for yourfelf, independent on what 1
defign for my fon: In a word, you fhall fee how I
will reward the greatfervice | expedt from you. As
to what relates to my wife, I allo agree toit; a perfon
that has been capable of committing fuch a criminal
ation, deferves very well to be punifhed ; I leave her
to you, only ] muft pray you nct to take ber life. I
am juft a going then, anfwers Me, to treat her as (he has
treated your fon ; [agree toit, fays 1, provided you re-
flore my fon to me beforehand.

Then the maid took a veffel full of water, pro-
nounced words over it that 1 did not underfland, and
addrefing herfelf to the calf, O calf, fays (he, if thoo
walft created by the almighty and fovereign mafler of the
world, fuch as you appear at this time, cgntinue in
: ' C 7 thas

#
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that form; butifthon beeft 2 man, and art changed
into a calf by enchantment, return to thy natural thape,
by the permiffion of the fovereign Creator. As ihe
dpoke thefe words, f{lte threw water upon him, and in
an inftant he recovered his firft thape.

My fon, my dzar fon, cried I, immediately embracing
him with fuch a tranfport of joy, that I knew net what
Iwas doing ; it is heaven that hath fent us this young
maid, to take off the horrible charm by which you were
inchanted, and to avenge the injury done to you and
your mother. I doubt not, bat in acknowledgment,

rou will take yourdeliverer to wife, as | hdve promifed.

e confented.to it with joy; buc before they married,
fhe changed my wife into a bitch; and this is fhe you
fee here. I defired fhe fhould have this fhape, rather
than another lefs agreeable, that we mightfee her in the
tamily without horror. :

Since that time, my fon is become a widower, and
gone to travel ; and it being feveral years fince I heard =
of kim, I am come abroad to enquire after him ; and
not being willing to truft any body with my wife,
while I fhould come home, I thought fit to carry her
every wherc with me, Thisis the hifory of myfelf
and this bitch; is it not one of the moft wonderful
and furprizing that can be? I agree, it is, fays the
Genie, and upon that account I forgive the merchant
the third of his crime.

When the firft old man, Sir, continued the Sultanefs,
had finifhed his flory, the fecond, who led the two
black dogs, addrefled himfelf to the Genie, and fays
to him: I am going to tell you what happened to me,
and thefe two black dogs you fee by me, and [ am cer-
tain you will fay, that my ftory is yet more furprizing
than that which you have juft now heard; but when 1
have told it you, I hope you will be pleafed to parden
the merchant the fecond third of his crime. Yes, re-
plies the Genie, provided your ftory furpafs that of the
bitch, Then the fecond old man began in this man-
ner. But as Scheherazade pronounced thefe words, the
faw it was day, and left off fpeaking.

O heaven! fifler, fays Dinarzade, thofe adventures
are very ﬁngu]ar.ﬁ Sifter, replies the Sultanefs, theg are

‘not
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not comparable to thofe which I have to tell you next
night, if the Sultan, my lord and mafter, be fo good as
to let me live. Schahriar anfwered nothing to that ;
but rofe up, faid his prayers, and went to couneil,
without giving any order againft the life of the charm-
ing Scheherazade.

The Sixth Night.

T HE fixth night being come, the Sultan and his

lady went to bed. ‘Dinarzade awaked at the ufual
hour, and calling to the Sultanefs, fays, Dear fitter, if
you be not afleep, I pray you until it be day, to fatisfy
my curiofity; I am impatient to hear the flory of the
old man and the two black dogs. The Sultan confented
toit with pleafure, being no lefs defirous to know the
ftory than Dinarzade ; and Scheherazade continued it
as follows.

The Story of the Second Old Man, andthe tawe black Dogs.

GREAT prince of Genies, fays the old man, you
muft know that we are three brothers; I and the
two black dogs you fee: Our father left each of us,
when he died, one thoufand fejuins. With that fam,
we all entered into the fame way of living, and became
merchants. A little time after we had opened fhop, my
eldeft brother, one of thefe two dogs, refolved to travel
and trade in foreign countries. Upon this defign, he
fold his eftate, and bought goods proper for the trade
he intended.

He went away, and was abfent!a whole year ; at the
end of which, a poor man, who I thought had' come
to afk alms, prefented himfelf before me in my fhop,
I faid to him, God help you. God help youn zlo,
anfwered he, is it pofiible you don’t know me ? Upon
this [ locked to him narfowly, and knew him: Ah,
brother, cried [, embracing hin, how could I know
‘you in this condition ? 1 made him come into my houfe,
and afked him concerning his health, and the fucce(s of
histravels. Don’t atk me that queftion, fays he ; when
you fee me, you fee all: it wmﬂd only renew my grief,
to tell you all the particulars of the misfortanes that

Cé ; have
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have befallen me, 'and reduced me to'this condition,
fince I left you.

1 immediately fhut up my fhop, and carrying him to
a bath, gave him the beft clothes [ had by me; and
examining my books, and finding that I had doubled
my ftock, that is to fay, thatI was worth two thoufand
fequins, I gave him one half, With that, fays I, brother,
you may make up your lofs. He joyfully accepted the
Eroﬂ'er, recovered himfelf, and we lived together, as

efore.

Some time after, my fecond brother, who is the other
of thefe two dogs, would alfo fell his eftate, I, and
his other brother, did all we could to divert him from
it, but could not: He fold it, and with the money
. bought fuch goods as were fuitable to the trade he de-

figned. He joined a carravan, and took a journey. He
. meturned at the end of the year, in the fame condition
as my ather brother ; and [ having gained another thou-
fand fequins, gave him them, with which he {urnifhed
his fhop, aud continued to follow his trade. -

Some time after, one of my brothers comes to me
%0 propofe a trading voyage with them ; I immediate}y
rejefted their propofal. You have travelled, fays I,
and what have you gained by it? Who can affure me,
- that 1 fhall be more fuccefsfol than you have been ?
They reprefented to me, in vain, all that they thought
fit, to prevail upon me, to engage in that defign with
them, for I conflantly refufed; but they importuned
me fomuch, that after having refifted their folicitation
five whole years, they overcame me at laft. But when
- ‘We were to make preparations. for our voyage, and to
buy goods neceflary to the undertaking, | tound they
had {pent all, and that they had not one farthing left
of the thoufand fequins T had given each of them. I did
not, however, upbraid them in the lealt with it. On
the contrary, my flock being fix thoufand fequins, I
fhared the halfof it with them, telling *em, My brothers,
we muft venture thefe three thoufand fequins, and hide
the reft in fome fure place ; that in cafe our voyage be
no more fuccelsful than yours was formerly, we may
have wherewith to aflift us, and to follow our ancient
way of living. I gave eachof them a thoufand 1'<:quins¢,i

an
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and keeping as much for myfelf, I buried the other
three thoufand in a corner of my houfe. We bought
our goods, and after having embarked them on board
of a veffel, which we freighted betwixt us three, we
put to fea with a favourable wind. After a month’s
fail—But I fee day, fays Scheherazade, I muft fiop
here.

Sifter, fays Dinarzade, this flory promifes a great
deal; I fancy the reft of it muft be very extraordinary,
Youare not miftaken, fays the Sultanefs, and if the Sul-
tan will allow ‘me to tell you, I am perfuaded it will
very much divert you.  Schahriar got up as he did the
day before, without explaining his mind ; but gave no
order to the grand vizier tokill his daughter.

The Seventh Night,

HEN the feventh night drew near a clofe, Di-
W narzade awaked the Sultanefs, and prayed her
to continue the flory of the fecond old man. I will,
anfwered Scheherazade, provided the Sultan, my Lord
and mafter, don’t oppofe it. Not at all, fays Schahriar;
I am {o far from oppofing it, that I defire you earnettly
10 go on with it. '

To refume the thread of the flory, fays Scheherazade,
you muft know, that the old man who led the two dogs
continued his ftory to the Genie, the other two old
men and the merchant, thus: In fhort, {ays he, after
two months fail, we arrived happily at port, where we
landed, and had a very great vent for our goods. 1,
efpecially, fold mine fo well, that I gained ten to one;
and we bought commodities of that country, to tranf-
port and fell in our own. '

When we were ready to embark, in order to return,
I met, upon the bank of the fea, a lady handfome
enough, but poorly clad : ‘She came up to me prefently,
kifled my hand, prayed me with the greateft earnefinefs
imaginable to marry her, and take her along with me.
1 made fome difficalty to agree to it; but fhe faid fo
many things to perfuade me that 1 onght to make no
objeétion to her poverty, and that Ifhould have all the
reaton in the world to be fatisfied with ler conduét,

that
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that I yielded, I ordered fit apparel to be made for
her; and after having married her, according to form,
I took her on board, and we fetfail. During the navi-
gation, I found the wife I had taken, had fo many
good qualities, that I loved her every day more and
more. In the mean time my two brothers, who had
" not managed their affairs fo well as I did mine, envied
‘my profperity ; and their fury carried them fo far, as
to confpire againft my life ; fo that one night, when
my wife and Iwere alleep, they threw us both in the fea.
My wife was a Fairy, and by confequence, Genie,
you know well fhe could not be drowned ; but fer me,
it is certain I had been loft, without her help.- I had
fcarce fallen into the water, till the took me up, and
carried me to an ifland. When it was day, the Fairy
faid to me, You fee, hufband, that by faving your life,
I have not rewarded you ill for your kindnefs to me,
You muft know, that I am a Fairy, and that being upon
the bank of the fea, when you were going to eimbark,
I found I had a flrong inclination for yous; I had a’
.mine to try your goodnefs, and prefented myfelf before
you in that difguife wherein you faw me. You have
dealt very generoufly with me, and L am mighty glad
to have found an opportunity of teftifying my acknow-
ledgment to you: But I am incenfed againit your bro=
thers, and nothing will fatisfy me but their lives.
1 liftened to this difcourfe of the Fairy, with admira-
tion; I thanked her as well as 1 could, for the great
kindnefs fhe had done me.: But, madam, fays 1, for
-y brothers, I beg you to pardon them ; whatever
caufe they have given me, 1 am not cruel enough to
.defire their death, - 1 told her the particulars of what
I had_done for them;, which increafed her indignation
fo, that fhe cried out, I muftimmediately fly after thofe
ungrateful traitors, and take {peedy vengeance on them;
I will drown their veffel, and threw them into the bot-
tom of the fea, No, my goed lady, replied I, for the
{ake of heaven don’t dofo; moderate your anger, con-
fider that they are my brothers, and that we muitdo
good for evil,
I pacified the Fairy by thofe words; and as foonas I

bad ipcke ehem, fhe tranfported me in a2 moment fr:lhm
' €
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the ifland where we were, to the roof of my own houfe,
which was terrafled, and difappeared in 2 moment, I
went down, opened the doors, and dug up the three
thoufand fequins I had hid. * I went afterwards to the
place where my (hop was, which I alfo opened ; and
was complimented by the merchants, my neighbours,
upon my return. When I ‘went to my houfe, I per-
ceived two black dogs, which came to me in a very
fubmiflive manner: I knew not what it meant, but was
much aftonifhed at it. But the. Fairy, who appeared
immediately, fays to me, hufband, do not be furprized
to fee thefe two black dogs by you, they are your two
brothers. I was troubled at thefe words, and afked her
by what power they were fo transformed. Itwas I
that did it, fays {he, at leaft I gave commiffion to one
of my fifters to do it, who at the fame time funk their
fhip. Youhave loft the goods you had on board, but I
will make it up to you another way. Asto your two
* brothers, I have condemned them to remain five years
in that fhape. Their perfidionfnels too well deferves
fuch a penance ; and, in fhort, after having told me
where 1 might hear of her, fhe difappeared,

Now the five years being out, 1 am travelling in
queft of her; and as I paffed this way, I met this mer-
chant, and the good old man that led the bitch, and
fat down by them. This is my hiftory, O prince of
Genies ! don’t you think it very extraordinary? Iown
it, fays the Genie, and upon that account I remit the
merchant thefecond third of the crime which he had
committed againit me,

As foon as the fecond old man had finithed his ftory,
the third began, and made the like demand of the
Genie, with the two firft; that is to fay, to pardon the
merchant the other third of his crime, provided the
ftory he had to tell him, exceeded the two:he had
already heard, for fingular events. The Genie made
him the fame promife as he had done the other two.
Hearken then, fays the old man to him—but day ap-
pears, fays Scheherazade, I muft ftop here. ;

I can’t enough admire, fifter, fays Dinarzade, the
adventures youiavc told me. I know abundance more,
anfivers the Sultanefs, that are fill more wonderful,

Schahriar,
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Schahriar willing to know if the ftory of the third old
man would be as agreeable as that of the fecond, pat off
the execution of Scheherazade till the next day.

The Eighth Night.

AS foon as Dinarzade perceived it was time to call

the Sultanefs, fhe fays, filter, I have been awake
a longtime, and had a great mind to awake you, I am
fo impatient to hear the ftory of the third old man.
‘The Sultan anfwered, I can hardly think that the third
ftory will furpafs the two former ones.

Sir, repliesthe Sultanefs, the third old man told his
ftory to the Genie ; 1cannot tell it you, becaufe it is
not come to my knowledge but I know that it did fo
much exceed the two former ftories, in the variety of

* wonderful adventures, that the Genie was aftonifhed at

it ; and no {ooner heard the end of it, but he faid to
the third old man, T remit the other thisd part of the
merchant’s crime upon the account of yoor flory. He
is very much obliged to all three of you, for having
delivered him out of his danger by your flories ; with-

-out which, he had not now been in the world: And

baving fpoke thus he difappeared, to the great content-
ment of the company.

The merchant failed not to give his three deliverers
the thanks he owed them. They rejoiced to fee him
out of danger; after which they bid him adieu, and
eachof them went on his way. The merchant returned
to his wife and children, and paffed the reft of his
days with them in-peace. But, Sir, added Schehera-
zade, how pleafant foever thefe ftories may be, “that I
have told your majefty hitherto, they don’t come near
that of the Fitherman. Dinarzade perceiving that the
Saltanefs demurred, fays to her, filter, fince there is
ftill fome time remaining, pray tell us the flory of the
Fitherman, if the Sultan is willing. Schahriar agreed
to it, and Scheberazade refuming her difcourfe, pur-
fued it inthis manaer.

The
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The Story of the Fifberman.
SIR,

THERE was a very ancient filrerman, fo poor,
that he could fcarce earn enough to maintain
himfelf, his wife, and three children. He went every
day to fifh betimes in 2 morning ; andimpofed it as a
law upon himfelf, not to caft his nets above four times
aday. He went one morning by moon-light, and
coming to the fea-bank, undrefled himfelf, and caftin
his nets. As he drew them towards the fhore, he found
them very heavy, and thought he had a good draught of
filh, at which he rejoiced within hinifelf; but in a
moment after, perceiving that inftead of fith, there was
nothing in his nets but the carcafs of an afs, he was’
mightily vexed. Scheherazade ftopt here, becaufe fhe
faw it was day.

Sifter, fays Dinarzade, I muft confefs, that the be-

inning of the ftory charms me, and I forefee that the
refult of it will be very agreeable. There is nothin
morefurprizing than the flory of this filherman, replie
the Sultanefs, and you will be convincedof it next night,
if the Sultan will be fo gracious as to let me live.
Schahriar being corious to hear the fuccefs of fuch an
extraordinary fifhing, would not order Scheherazade to
be put to death thatday.

The Ninth Nf:giu'.

Y dear filter, cries Dinarzade next morning at

the ufual hour, if you be not afleep, I pray you
go on with the flory of the fitherman; I am ready to
die till I hear it. I am willing to give you that fatif-
faction, fays the Sultanefs; but at the fame time, fhe
demanded leave of the Sultan, and having obtained it,
began the ftory again as follows :

Sir, when the filherman, vexed to have made fuch a
forry draught, had mended his nets, which the carcafe
of the afs had broke in feveral places, he threw them
in a fecond time; and when he drew them, found a
Ereat deal of refiftance, which made him to think he

ad taken abundance of fith; but he found nothing
except a pannier full of gravel and {lime, which griel:r'ed

. im
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him extremely. = O fortune! cries he, with'a lamenta..
ble tone, don’t be angry at me, nor perfecute a wretch

who prays thee to fpare him. 1 came hither from my

houfe to feek for my livelihood, and thou pronounceft

death againft me. I have no-other trade but this to

fubfift by : and notwithffanding all the care I take, I

can fcarcely provide what is abiolutely neceffary for my

family. But I am in the wrong to complain of thee ;

thou takeft pleafure to perfecute honeft people, and to:
leave great men in obfcusity, while thou fheweft favour
to the wicked, and advanceft thofe who have no virtue

torecommend them.

Having finifhed ¢his complaint, he threw away the
pannici-in a fret, and wafhing his nets from the ilime,
caft the the third time; bat brought up nothing, .
except flone, ihells and mud. Nobody can expreis -
his diforder ; he was within-an ace of going quite mad,
However, when day began to appear, he did not forget
to fay his prayers, like a good muffelman, and after-
‘wards added this petition: ¢ Lord, you know, that I’
¢ call my nets only four times a day; I have already
¢ drawn them three times, without the leaft reward
¢ for my labour: I am only to caft them once more ;
¢ Ipray you to render the fea favourable to me, as
¢ you did to Mofes.?

‘The fitherman having finithed this prayer, caft his
nets the fourth time; and when he thought it was time,
he drew them as formerly, with great difficulty ; but
inftead of fith, found nothing in them buta vefiel of
yellow copper, that by its weight feemed to be full of
fomething ; and he obferved that it was fhat up and
fealed with lead, having the impreflion of afeal upon it,
T'his rejoicedhim : 1 will fell it, fays he, tothe founder,
and with the money arifing from the produd, buy a
mealure of corn. He examined the vclgel on all fides,
and thook it, to fee if what was within made any mnoife,
and heard nothing. This circumftance, with the im-
preflion of the feal upon the leaden cover, made him to
think there was fomething precious init. To try this,
he took alknife, and opened it with very listle labour,
He prefently turned the mouth downward, but nothing
©ame out, which furprized himextremely. He 1ct:tftt>)c-

10 ! re



ENTERTAINMENTS. 43

fore him, and while he looked upon it attentively,
there came out a very thick {fmoke, which obliged him
to retire two. or three paces from it. '

The {moke mounted as high as the clouds, and ex-
tending icfelf along the fea, and upon the fhore, formed
a great mift. which we may well imagine did mightily
aftonifh the fiherman. When the fmoke was all out of
the vefiel, it re-united itfelf, and became a folid body,
of which there was formed a Genie twice as high as
the greateft of giants. At the fight of a monfter of
fuch an unfizeable bulk, the fitherman would fain have
fled, but wasfo frightened, that hécould nof'go ene ftep.

Solomon, cried the. Genie immediately, Solomon,
the grear prophet, pardon, pardon; I will never more
oppofe your will, I will obey all your commands,——-—

Scheherazade ercciving day, broke off her ftory.

Upon which ]ginarzade faid, Dear fifter, nobody
can keep their promife better than you have done your’s,
This ftory is certainly more furprizing than all the for-
mer. Sifter, replies the Sultanefs, there are more won-
derful things yet tocome, if my lord, the Saltan, will
allow me to tell them you. -Schahriar had too great a
defire to hear out the ftory of the filherman, to deprive
himfelf of that pleafure ;-and therefore put off the Sul-

tanefs’s death another day.

The Tenth Night

Dl’narzade called her fifter next night, when fhe
thought it was time, and prayed her to continue
the ftory of the fitherman ; and the Sultan being alfo
impatient to know what concern the Genie had with
Solomon, Scheherazade continued her ftory thus :

Sir, the fitherman, when he heard thefe words of the
Genie, recovered his courage, and fays to him, Thou
proud fpirit, what is it that you talk ? It’s above eigh-
teen hundred years (ince the prophet Solomon died, and
we are now at the end of time : Tell me your hiftory,
and how you came to be fhut up in this vefiel.

The Genie turning to the fitherman, with a fierce
look, fays, You muft {peak to me with more civility ;
thou art very bold to call me a proud fpirit. Very well,

replies
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replies the fitherman, fhall I fpeak to you with more
civility; .and call you the owl of good Juck ? 1 fay,
anfwers the Genie, {peak to me more civilly, before I
kill thee. Ah! replies the fitherman, why would you
kill me? Did noc I jaft now fet you at liberty, and
have you already forgot it? Yes, I remember it, fays
the Genie, but that ihall'not hinder me to kill thee:
Ihave only one favour to grant thee: And what’s that,
fays the fitherman ? It is, anfwers the Genie, to give
you your choice, in what manner thou wouldft have
me to take thy life. But wherein have 1offended you,
replies the fifherman ?  Is that your reward for the- good-
fervices I have dene you ? I can’s treat you otherwife,
fays the Genie; and that you may be convinced of it,
hearken to my Rory.

I am one of thofe rebellious fpirits that oppofed them-
felves to the wiil of heaven ; alfthc other Geniesowned
Solomon, the great prophet, and fubmitted to him.
Sacar and I were the only Genies that would never be
guilty of 2 mean thing : And to avenge himfelf that
great -monarch fent Afaph, the fon of Barakhia, his
chief minifter, to apprehend me, That was accord-
ingly done. Afaph feized my perfon, and brought me
by force before his mafter’s throne.

Sclomon; the fon of David, commanded me to quit
my way of living, to acknowledge his power, and to
fubmit myfelf tohis.commands : 1 bravely refufed to
obey, and told him, I wonld rather expofe myfelf to
his refentment, than [wear fealty, and fubmit to him,
as he required. To punifh me, he fhut me up in this
copper veflel ; and to make fure of me, that I fhould
not break prifon, he ftampt (himfelf) upon this leaden
cover, hisfeal, with the great name of God engraven
upon it. Thus, he gave the veflel to one of the Genies
who fubmitted to him, with orders to throw me into
the {ea, which was executred, to my forrow.

During the firft hundred year’s imprifonment, I fwore
thatif any one would deliver mé before the hundred
years expired, I would make bim rich, even after his
death : But that century ran out, and nobody did me
that great office. During the fecond, I made an oath,
that 1 would open all the treafures of the earth to any

ong
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.one that thould fet me at liberty; but with no better
{uccefs. In the third, I promifed to make my deliverer
a_potent monarch, to be always near him in a {pirit,
and to grant him every day three demands, of what
nature {oever they might be : But this ceatury ran out
as well as the two former, and 1 continued in prifon.
At lat being angry, or rather mad to find myfelf a
prifoner fo long, I fwore, that-if afterwards any one
thould deliver me, I would kill him_without pity, and
grant him no other favour but to choofe what kind of
cath he would die; and therefore, fince you have de-

livered me to day, I give you that choice,

This difcourfe afifted the peor fiherman extremely:
I am very unfortunate, cries he, to come hither to do
fuch a piece of good fervice, toone that’s fo ungrateful.
I beg yon to confider your injuftice, and revoke fuch
an unreafonable oath; pardon me, and heaven will
pardon you ; if you grant me my life, heaven will pro-
ted you from all attempts againit your’s. No, thy dea. h’s
refoived on, fays the Genie, only choofe how you will
die. ‘Thefitherman perceiving the Genie to be refo-
lute, was extremely grieved, not fo much for himfelf,
as for his three children ; and bewailed the mifery they
muft be reduced to by his death. He endeavoured ftill
" to appeafe the Genie, and fays, Alasl be plealed to
take pity onme, in confideration of the good fervice I
have done you.. I have told thee already, replies the
Genie, it’s for that very reafon I muft kill thee. That’s
very ftrange, fays the fitherman, are you refolved to re-
ward good with evil 2 The proverb fays, * That he who
¢« does good to one, who deferves it not, is always
¢ ill rewarded.” I multconfefs, I thought it was falfe ;
for in effe®, there can be nothing more contrary to
reafon, or the laws. of fociety. Neverthelefs, I find
now by cruel experience, thatitis but too true. Don’t
let’s lofe time, replies the Genie, all thy reafonings
fha!l not divert me from my purpofe: make hafte and
tell me which way you choofe to die. :

Neceflity is the mother of invention. The filherman-
bethought himfelf of a ftratagem. Since Imuft die then,
fays he to the Genie, I fubmit to the will of heaven ;
but before I choofe the maaner of death, I conjure you

by
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by the great name which was engraven upon the feal
of the prophet Solomon, the fon of David, to anfwer
me truly the queftion I am going to afk you.

The Genie finding himfelf obliged to a pofitive an-
fwer, by this adjuration, trembled; and replied to the
fitherman, afk what thou wilt, but make hafte.—Day
appearing, Scheherazade held her peace.

Sifter, fays Dinarzade, it muft be owned that the
more you fpeak, the more your furprize and fatisfy. I
hope the Sultan, our Lord, will not order you to be
put to death, till he hears out the fine fory of the fith-
erman. The Sultan is abfolute, replies Scheherazade,
we mult fubmit to his will in every thing. But Schah-
riar being as willing as Dinarzade to hear an end of
the fory, did again put off the execution of the Sul-
tanefs.

The Eleventh Night.

Chahriar, and the princefs, his fpoufe, pafed this

night in the fame manner asthey had done the for-
mer ; and before break of day, Dinarzade awaked them
with thefe words, fhe addrefled to the Sultanefs: I pray
you, fifter, to refume the flory of the filherman. With
all my heart, faid Scheherazade, 1 am willing to fatisfy
you, with the Sultan’s permiffion.

The Genie (continued fhe] haying promifed to fpeak
the truth, the fitherman fays to him, I would know if
you were aftually in this veflel : Dare you fivear it by
the name of the great God? Yes, repliedthe Genie, I
do fvear by that great name, that I was, and it is a
certain truth. In good faith, anfivered the fitherman, I
cannot believe you ; the veflel is not capable to hald
one of your feet, and how fhould it be poflible that
your whole body could Iie in it? I fwear to thee, not-
withftanding, replied the Genie, that I was there juf as
you fee me here: Is it poflible that thou doft not be-
lieve me afterthis great oath that I have taken ¢ Tiuly
not I, faid the fitherman; nor will I believe you, un
lefs you fhew it me,

Upon which the body of the' Genie was diflolved
and changed itfelf into fmoke, extending itfelf as for

merly
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merly upon the fea and fhore ; and then at laft being
gathered together, it began tore-enter the vefiel, which

1t fo continued to do fuccefiively, by a flow and equal
‘motion, after a fmooth and exaét way, till nothing was
left out, andimmediately, a voice came forth, which
faid to the fitherman, Well now, incredulous feilow, I
am all. in the veffel, don’t you believe me now?
* The fitherman, inftead of anfwering the Genie, took
the cover oflead, and having fpccdiFy fhut the veffel,
Genie, cries he, now it’s your turn to beg my favour,
and to choofe which way I thall put you to death; but
not fo, it’s better that i fhould throw you into the fea,
whence I took you: and then I will build a houfe upon
the bank, wherel will dwell to givenotice to to all fith-
ermen who come to throw in their nets, to beware of
fuch a wicked Genie as thou art, who has made an oath
to kill him that fhall fet thee at liberty.

The Genpie, enraged at thofe expreflions, did all he
could toget out of the veflel again, but it was not pof-
fible for him to do it; for the impreflion of Solomon’s
feal prevented him: So perceiving that the filherman
had got the advantage of him, for he thought fit to dif-
femble his anger. Fifherman, fays he, in a pleafant
tone, take heedyou don’t do what you fay; for what
I fpoke to you before was only by way of jeff, and you
are to take it nootherwife. O Genie! replies the fith-
erman, thoa who waft buta moment ago, the greateft
of all Genies, and now are the leaftof them, thy crafty
difcourfe will fignify nothing to thee, but to. the fea
thou fhalt return: If thou haft ftaid there already fo
long as thou haft told me, thou may’ft very well flay
there till the day of judgment. 1 begged of thee in
God’s name, not to take away my life, and thou didft
reject my prayers; I am obliged to treat you in the
fame manuer, 1

The Genie omitted nothing that cculd prevail upon
the filherman : Open the veflel, fays he, give me my
liberty, I pray thee, and I promife to fatisfy thee to thy
own content. - Thou art a mere traitor replies the fith-
ermaf, Iinould deferveto lofe my life, it I be fuch a
fool as to truft thee : thou wilt not fail to treat me in.
the fame manner, as 4 certain Grecian king treated the

phyfician
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phyfician Douban.  *Tis a ftory I have a mind to tell
thee, therefore lilten to it,

T'he Story of the Grecian king and the phyfician Douban.

HERE was in the country of Zouman, in Perfia,

l a king, whofe fubjeéts were originally Greeks.

This king was all over leprous, and his phyficians in

vain endeavoured his cure; and when they were at their

~ wits end what to prefcribe to him, a very able phyfi-
cian, called Douban, arrived at his court.

This phyfician had learnt his {cience in Greek, Per-
fian, Turkifh, Arabian, Latin, Syriac, and Hebrew
buoks; and befides that, he was an expert philofopher,
and’ fully underflood the good and bad qualities of all
forts of plants and drugs. As foon as he was informed
of the king’s diftemper, and underftood that his phy-
ficians had given him over, he clad himfelf the beit he
could, and found a way to prefent himfelf to the king.
Sir, fays he, Iknow that all your majefty’s phyficians
have not been able to cure you of the leproly, but if
you will do me the honour to accept my fervice, I wil}
engage myfelf to cure you without drenches, or ex-
ternal applications.

The king liftened to what he faid, and anfwered, if
‘you beable to perform whatyou do promife, I will enrich
you and your pofterity ; and befides the prefents I fhall
make you, you fhall be my chief fayourite. Do you
aflure' me then, that you will cure me of my leprofy,
without making me take any potion, or applying any
external medicine ¢ Yes, Sir, replies the phyfician, I
promife myfelf fuceefs, 'through God’s afliftance, and
to-morrow I will make trial of it.

The phyfician returned to his quarters, and made a
mallet, hollow within, and at the handle he put in his
drugs : he mace alfo a ball in fuch 2 manner as fuited
his purpofe, with which next morning, he went to pre-
fent himielfbefore the king, and falling down at his.
feet, kifled the very ground—Here Scheherazade, per-
ceiving day, acquainted the Sultan with it, and held
her peace.

i won-
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[ wonder, fifter, fays Dinarzade, where you learn fo
many fine things, You fhall heara fgreat many others
to-morrow, replies Scheherazade, if the Sultan, my
mafter, will be pleas’d to prolong my life farther.
Schahriar, who long’d as much as 5inarzadc to hear
the fequel of the ftory of Douban the phyfician, did not
order the Sultanefs to be put to death that day,

The Tawelfth Night.

THE twelfth vnight was far advanced, when Di-
narzade call’d, and fays, Silter, you owe us the
continuation of the agreeable hiftory of the Grecian
king, and the phyfician Douban. ?’a.m very willing
to pay my debt, replies Scheherazade, and refum’d the
flory as follows.

Sir, the fitherman fpeaking always to the Genie,
whom he kept thut up in his veffel, wenton thus: The
phyfician Douban rofe up, and after 2 profound reve-
rence, fays to the king, he judged it meet that his ma-
jefty fhould take horfe, and goto the place where he
ufed to play at mell. The king did {o, and when he
arrived there, the phyfician came to him with the mell,
and fays to him, Sir, exercife yourfelf with this mell,
and ftrike the ball with it until you find your hands and.
your body in a {weat. When the medicine I have put
up in the handle of the mell is heated with your hand,
it will penetrate your whole body ; and as foon as you
thall fweat, you may leave off the exercife, for then the
medicing will have had its efftét. As foon as you are
returned to your palace, go into the bath, and caufc:
yourfelf to be well wafh’d and robb’d; then go to bed,
and when you rife to-morrow you will find yourfelf -
cured,

The king took the mell, and flruck the ball which
was returned by his officers that played with him ; he
ftruck it again, and played fo long, till his hand and
his whole body were in a fweat, and then the medicine
fhut up in the handle of the mell had its operation, as
the phylician faid. Upon this the king 1€ft off play,
returned to his palace, entered the bath, and obferved
very exa&ly what his phy ﬁcli;n had proferibed him.

Vor. L He
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He was very well after it, and next morning when he
arofe, he perceived with as much wonder as joy, that
- his leprofy was cured, and his body as clean, as iflie had
never been attacked with thatdiftemper, As foon as he
was dreffed, he came into the hall of publick audience,
where he mounted his throne, and fhewed himfelfto his
eourtiers ; who longing to know the fuccefs of the new
medicine, came thither betimes, and when they faw the
king perfeétly cured, did all of them eXprefs a mighty
joy for it. The phyfician Douban, entering the hall,
bowed himfelf before the throne, with his face to the
ground. The king perceiving him, called him, made
him fit down by his fide, fhewed him to the afflembly,
and gave bim all the commendation he deferved. His
majelty did not ftop here ; but as he treated all his
~court that day, he made him to eat at his table alone
withhim. At thefe words, Scheherazade=perceiving
day, brokeoff her flory. Sifter, faid Dinarzade, I know
not what the conclufion of this ftory will be, but I find
the beginning very furprizing. That which is to come,
is yetbetter, anfwered the Sultanefs;and I am certainyou
wiil not deny it, if the Sultan gives me leave to make
an end of it to-morrow night, Schahriar confented,
and arofe very well fatisfied with what he had heard,

The Thirteenth Night.

Inarzade, willing to keep the Sultan in ignorance

of her defign, cried out as if the had farted out
of her fleep: O dear fifter, I have had a troublefome
dream, and nothing will fooner make me forgetis than
the remainder of the ftory of the Grecian king and the
do&or Douban. I do conjure you by the love you al-
ways bore me, not to defer it a moment longer. 1 fhall
not be wanting, good fifter, to eafe your mind ; and if
my fovereign will permit me, I will go on. Schahriar,
being charmed with the agreeable manner of Schehera-
zade's telling her ftories, fays to her, You will oblige
me no lefs than Dinarzade, therefore continue.

The Grecian king (fays the filherman to the Genie)
was not fatisfied with having admitted the phyfician
Dosban to his table, but towards night, when he bv;as

: 3 about
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aboutdifmifing the company, the caufed him \bibe clad
in a Jong rick robe, like unto thofe which his favourites
ufually wore in his prefence ; and befides that, he or-- .
dered him two thoufand fequins, The next day, and
_the day following, he was very familiar with him; in
fhort, the prince thinking that he could never enough*
acknowledge therobligations he lay under to that able
hyfician, beftowed every day new favours upon him.
ut this king had a grand vizier, that was avaricious,
envious, and naturally capable of all forts of mifchief;
he could not fee, without envy, the prefents that were
given to the Ehyﬁcian, whofe other merits had already
begun to make him jealous, and therefore he refolved -
to leffen him in the king’s efteem. To'effe® this, he
went to the king, and told him in private, that he had
fome advice to give him which was of the greateft con~
cerament. The king having afked what 1t was { Sir,
faid he, it is very dangerous for a monarch to put con-
fidence in a man whofe fidelity he never tried. Tho”
you heap favours upon the phyfician Douban, and fhew
him all the familiarity that may be, your majefty does
not know but he may be a traitor at the fame~time,
and come on purpofe’to this court to kill you, From
whom have you this, anfwered the king, that you dare
to tell itme? Confider to whom you fpeak, and that
you advance a thing which I fhall notealily believe. Sir,
replied the vizier, I am very well informed of what I
have had the honour to reprefent to your majefty, there-
fore do not let your dangerous confidence grow to a far-
ther height: If your majefty be afleep, be pleafed to
awake ; for I do ence more repeat it, that the phyfi-
cian Douban did not leave the heart of Greece, his
conntry, nor come here to fettle himfelf at your court,
but to execute that horrible defign, which 1 have juft
now hinted to you. :
No, no, vizier, repliesthe king, T am certain, that
this man, whom you treat as a villain afid a traitor,
* is one of the beft and moft viztuous men in the world,
and there is so man 1 Jove fo much. Yoa know by
what medicine, orrather by what miracle, he:cured me
of my leprofy : If he had had a defign vpon my life,
why did he fave me 7 He nceded only have left me to
: Dz @ LY S
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my difessz, I could not have efcaped it. My life wa
already half gone ; forbear then to fill me with unjut
fufpicions :. inftead of liftening to you, [ tell you, that
from this day forward, I will give that great man a
_penfion of a thoufand fequins per month for his life;
nay, though I did thare with him all my riches and do-
minions;' I thould never pay him encugh, for what he
has done for me: I perceive-it to be his virtue, which
raifes your envy ; but do net you think that I will be
unjuftly poflefied with prejudice againfthim. I remem.
bertop well what a vizier faid to king Sinbad, his
mafter, to prevent his putting to death the prince, hiy
fon,—But, Sir, fays Scheherazade, day-light appears,
which forbids me to go any farther.

I am very well pleafed that the Grecian king, fays
Dindrzade, had fo moch firmnefs of fpirit, to rejeét
the falfe accufationof the vizier, If you commend the
firmnefs of that prince to-day, fays Scheherazade, you
will as much condémn his weaknefs to-morrow, if the
Sultan be pleafed to allow me time to finifh this ftory,
"The Sultan, being curious to hear wherein the Grecian
king difcovered his weaknefs, did farther delay the
death of the Sultanefs.

The Fourteenth Night.

AN hour before day, Dinarzade awaked her fifter,
and fays to her, Youn will certainly be as good
as your word, madam, and tell us out the ftory of the
fiherman ? To afiift your memory, I will tell you where
you left off: It was where the Grecian king maintain-
ed the innocence.of his phyfician Douban, againit his
vizier. I remember it, fays Scheherazade, and am
ready to give you fatisfaction.

Sir, continues fhe, addrefling herfelf to Schahriar,
that which the Grecian king faid about king Sinbad,
raifed: the vizier’s curiofity, who fays to him, Sir, I
pray Peur majeflty to pardon me, if I have the boldnefs
to demand of you, what the vizier of king Sinbad faid
to his maiter, ‘to divert him from cutting off the prince
his fon. ‘The Grecian king had the complaifance to
#atisfy him: That viﬁier, {ays he, after having reprcfcnt&
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ed to king Sinbad, that he ought to beware, left on
* the accufation of a mother-in-law, he fhould commit
an aftion, which he might afterwards repent of, told
him this ftory.

The Stary of the Hufband and Parrot.

‘A Certain man had a fair wife, whom he loved fo
A dearly, that he could fcarce allow her to be out
of his fight,  One day, being obliged to go abroad,
about urgent affairs, he came to a place where all {orts
of birds were fold, and there bought a parrot, which
notenly {poke very well, but could alfo give an ac-
tount of every thing that was done before it. He
brought it in a cage to his houfe, prayed his wife to
pat in his chamber, and to take care of ic, during a
journey he was obliged to undertake, and Ahen went
out.

At his return, he took care to afk the parrot concern-
ing what had pafled in his abfence, and the bird told
him things that gave him occafion to upbraid his wife.
She thought fome of her {laves had betrayed her, but
all of them fwore they had been faithful to her; and °
they all agreed that it muft have been the parrer, that
had told tales.

Upon  this, the wife bethought herfelf of a way,
how (he might remove her hufband’s jealoufy, and at
the fame time revenge herfelf of the parrot, which fhe
¢flected thus, Her hufband being gone another jour-
ney, fhe commanded a flave in the night-time, to
torn a hand-mill under the parrot’s cage ; fhe ordered
another to throw water, in form of rain, over the cage;
and a third to take a glafs, and tern it to the vight and
tothe left before the parrot, fo as the refle@tions of [the
¢andle might fhine on ‘its face. The f{laves {pent
great part of the night, in doing what their miftrefs
commanded them, and acquited themfelves very dex-
teroully, ’

Next night the hufband returned, and examined
the parrot again about what had pafled during his
ablence, The bird anj'wereFl, Good mafter, the light-
biog, thunder, and rain, did fo much diflurb me all .

D3 night,
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night, that I cannot tell how much I fuffered by it,
The hufband, who knew that there had been neither
thunder, lightning, nof rain, that night, fancied that
the parrot, not having told him the trathin this, might
alfo have lied to him in the other ; upon which he took
it out of the cage, and threw it with {fo much force to
the ground, thit he killed it. Yet afterwards he nnder-
ftood by his neighbours, that the poor parrot” had not
lied to him, when it gave him an account of his wife’s
bafe condu@, which made hiir repent he had killed it.
Scheherazade ftopt here, becaufe fhefaw it was day.

All that you tell us, fifter, fays Dinarzade, is fo
curious, that nothing can be mére agreeable. T fhall
be willing to divert you, anfivers Scheherazade, if the
Sultan, nty mafer, will allow me time to do it. Schah-
riar, who took as much pleafure to hear the Sultanefs,
as Dinrarz%de, arofe and went about his affairs, with-
out ordering the vizier to cut her off.

The Fifteenth Nights

Inarzade was puntual this night, as fhe had

‘been the former, to awake her fifter, and begged
of her, .as ufual, to tell her a flory. 1 am going to do
it, fifter, fays Scheherazade ; but tlie Sultaninterrupted”
“her, for fear the fhould begin a new ftory, and bid her
finifh the difcourfe between the Grecian king and his
viziér, about his phyfician Douban. « §ir, fays Sche-
‘herazade, I'will obey yeu ; and went on with the flory
“as follows.

When-the Grecian king, fays the filherman to the
Genie, had finithed the ftory of thie parrot; and you,
vizier, adds he, becaufe of the hatred you bear to the
phyfician Dosban, whe never did you any hurt, yoa
would have me cut him off; but I will take care of
that, for fear Ifhould repent it, asthe hufband did the
killing of his parrot. ,

The mifchievous vizier was top much concerned to
_ effeét the ruin of the phyfician Douban, to ftop here.
Sir, {ays he, the death of the parrot was but a trifle,
and 1 believe his mafter did not ‘mourn for him long.
but why fhould your fear of wronging an innocen; _mzn‘,

1uder
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hinder your putting this phyfician to death ? Is it not
enongh that be is accufe’g of a defign againft your life,
to aathorife you to take away his? When the bufinefs
inqueftion is to fecare thedife of a king, bare fufpi-
cion ought to pafs for certainty; and it is better to
facrifice the innocent, than to pare the guilty. But,
Sir, this is not an uncertain thing; the phyfician Dou-
ban, has certainly a mind to aflaflinate you, It is not
envy which makes me his enemy ; it is only my zeal,
and the concern I have for preferving your majefty’s
life, that makes me give you my advice in a matter of
thisimportance. If it be falfe, I deferve to be punifhed
in the fame manner as a vizier was formerly punifhed.
What had the vizier done, fays the Grecian king, to
deferve punithment ? I willinform your majefty of that,
fays the vizier, ifyou will be pleafed to hear me,

The Story of the Vizier that was punifbed.

THERE was a ‘king, fays the vizier, who had a
fon that loved hunting mightily, He allowed
him ‘to divert himfelf that way very often; but gave
orders to his grand vizier to attend him conflanily, and
never to lofe fight of him.

One hunting-day, the huntfman having roufed a
deer, the prince, who thought the vizier followed him,
purfued the game fo far, and with fo much earneftnefs,
that he was left quite alone. He ftopt, and finding
he had loft his way, endeavoured to return the fame
way he came, to find out the vizier, who had not been
careful enough tofind him, and fo wandered farther.

Whilft he rode np and down, without kéeping any
road, he met, by the way fide, a handiome lady, who
wept bitterly, He flopt his horfe, afked who fhe
was, how fhe came to be alone in that place, and
what the wanted. I am, fays fhe, daughter ‘to an
Indian king : As I was taking the air on horfeback,
in the country, I grew fleepy, fell from my horfe,
who is got away, and I know not what is become of
him. The young prince taking compaflion on her,
afked her to get up behind him, which fhe willingly
accepied. :

D g As
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As thsy afled by the ruinsof a houfe, the lady fig-
nified a defire to alight on fome occafion. The prince
ftopt, and defired her to alight; then he alighted him-
{elf, and went near the ruins with his horfe in his
hand : But you may judge how much he was furprifed,
when he heard the lady within it, fay thefe words :
* Be glad, my’ckildren, Ibring youa handiome young
€ man, and very fat;” and.other voices, which an-
{wered immediately, ¢ Mama, where is he, that we
¢ may eat him prelently, forwe are very hungry.’

‘The prince heard enough to convince him of his
danger, and then he perceived that the lady, who called
herlelf daughter to an Indian king, was a Hogrefs,
wife to one of thofe favage demons, called Hogres,
who ftay in remote places, and make ufe of a thoufand
wiles to furprize and devour paflengers ; fo that the
‘prince being thus frightened, mounted his horfe, as
ioon as he could. g

The pretended princefls appeared that very moment,
and perceiving the had miffed her prey, fhe cries, Fear
nothing, prince: Who are you? Whom doyou féek ?
I'have loft my way, replies he, and am feeking it. If
you have loft your way, fays fhe, recommend yourfelf
- 1o God, he will deliver yon out of your perplexity.
Then the prince lift up his eyes towards heaven—But,
Sir, fays Scheherazade, I am obliged to break off, for
elay appears.

I long mightily, fays Dinarzade, to know what
became of that young prince, 1 tremble for him.
I will deliver you from your uneafinefs to-morrow,
anfwers the Sultanefs, if the Sultan will allow me to
live till then, _Schahriar, willing to hear an end of
this adventure, prolonged Scheherazade’s life for ano-
ther day,

The Sixreemth Night,

Dfnarzn-de had fuch a mighty defire to hear out the
# ftory of the young prince, that flie awaked thac
night fooner than ordinary, and faid, Sifter, pray goon
with the ftory you began yefierday: I am much con-

cerned for the young prince, and ready to die for fgar
g taat
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that he was eat up by the Hogrefs and her children.
Schahriar having fignified that he had ‘the fame fear,
the Sultanefs replies, Well, Sir, I willfatisfy you im=
mediately.

After the counterfeit Indian prince(s had bid the
young prince recommend himfelfto God, he could not
believe the fpoke fincerely, but thought fhe was fure of
him, and therefore lifting up his hands to heaven, faid,,
Almighty Lord, caft thine eyes upon me, and deliver
me from this enemy. After this prayer, the Hogrefs
entered the ruins again, and the prince rode off with
all pofible hafte. He happily found his way again,
and arrived {afe and found at his father’s court, to whom
he gave a particular account of the danger he had been
in through the vizier’s negle€t: upon which the king,
being incenfed againt that minifter, ordered him to
ftrangled that very moment. :

Sir, continues the Grecian’s king’svizier, to return to
the phyfician Douban, if you don’t take care, the con-
fidence you pat in him will be fatal to you ; I am very
well affired that he is a fpy fent by your enemies to
attempt your majefty’s life, Hc has cured you, you
will fay : But alas ! who can affure you of that? He
has perhaps cured you only in appearance, and not ra-
dically ; whoknows but the medicine he has given you
may in time have pernicious effeéts ? -

‘I'he Grecian king, who had naturally very little
fenfe, was not able to difcover the wicked defign of
his vizier, nor had he firmnefs cnough to perfift in his
firft opinioh. This difcourfe ftaggered him : Vizier,
fays he, thou art in the right’; he may be come on
purpofe to take away my life, which he ‘may eafily do,
by the very fmell of fome of his drugs. We mult con-
fider what is fit for us to do in this cafe. i

When the vizier found the king in fuch a temper as
he would have him, Sir, fays he, the fureftand fpeedieft
method you can take to fecure your life, is to fend
immediately for the phyfician Douban, and order his
head to be cut of” as foon as he comes. In truth, fayg
the king, ! believe that is the way we muft take to pres
vent his defign. © When he had {poke thus, he called
for one of his officers, and ordered him to go for the

> D phyfician;
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phyfician ; who knowing nothing of the king's. defign,
€ame to the palace in halte.

Know ye, fays the king, when he faw him, why I
fent foryou ? No, Sir, anfwered he, I wait till your
majelty be pleafed toinform me. Ifent for you, replied
the king, to rid myfelf of you, by taking your life.

No man can exprefs the furprize of the phyfician,
when he heard the fentence of death pronounced 2gainft
him. Sir, fays he, why would your majefty take my
life? What crime have I ; committed? I am informed
by good hands, replies the king, that you came to my
court only to attempt my life; but to prevent you, I

* “will be fure of your’s. Give the blow, fays he to the
executioney, who was prefent, and deliver me from a'
prefidious wretch, who came hither on purpofe to affaf-
finate me.

When the phyfician heard this cruel order, he readily
judged that the honours and prefents he had received
from the king, had procured him enemies, and that
the weak prince was impofed npon. He repented that
he had cured him of his leprofy, but it was now too
late. Isitthus, replies the phyfician, that you reward
me for curing you? The King would not hearken to

- him, but ordered the hangman a fecond time to ftrike
the fatal blow. ‘The phyfician then had recourfe to
his prayers: Alas! Sir, cries he, prolong my days,
and God wili ‘prolong your’s; do not put me to death,
left God treat you in the fame manner. The filherman
broke off his difcourfe here, to apply it to the Genie.
Well, Genie, fays he, you fee what pafled then be-
twixt the Grecian king and his phyfician Douban, is

_Juft now betwixt us. 4

The Grecian king, continues he, inftead of having

* regard to the prayers of the phyfician, who begged him
“for God’s fake to'fpare him, cruelly replied to him, No,
no; I muft of neceflity cut you off, otherwife you may

. take my life away with as much {ubtlenefs as you cured
me. The phyfician melting into tears, and bewailing
himfelf fadly for being fo 11l rewarded by the king,
prepared for death. The executioner bound up his
eyes, tied his hands, and went to draw his fcym(f;‘zge.

\ : o
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Then the courtiers, who were prefent, being moved
with compaffion, begged the king to pardon him, af-
furing his majefty that he was not guilty of the crime
laid to his charge, and that they would anfiver for his in-
nocence : Bur the king wasinflexible, and anfwered them
{o, as they dared not to fay any more of the matter.

The phyfician being on his knees, his eyes tied up,
and ready to receive the fatal blow, addrefied himfelf
once more to the king, Sir, fays he, fince your majefty
will not revoke the fentence of death, T beg, at leaft,
that you would give me leave to return to my houfe, to
give order about my burial, to bid farewell to my fami-
ly, to give alms, and to bequeath my" books to thofe
who are capable of making good ufe of them. I have
one particularly [ would prefent your majefty, it is a
very precious book, and worthy to be laid up very care~
fully in your treafury. Well, replies the king, why is
that book {o precious-as you talk of? Sir, fays the phy-
fician, bBecaufe it contains an infinite number of curious
things ; of which the ¢hief is, that when you have cut
" off my head, if your majefty will give yourfelf the
tronble to open the book at the fixth leaf, and read
the third line of the left page, my head will anfwer all
the queftions you afk it. The king, being curious to
fee fuch:a wonderful thing, deferred his death till next
day, and fent him home under a ftrong guard,

The phyfician, during that time, put-his affairs in
order ; and the report being fpread, that an. unheard-
of prodigy was to happen after his death, the viziers,
emirs, officers of the guard, and, in a word, the whole
court, repaired next day to the hall of audience, that
they might be witneffes of it.

The phyfician Douban was foon brought in, and
advanced to the foot of the throne, with a great book
in his hiad ; there he called for a bafon, npon which
he laid the cover that the book' was wrapped in, ~
and prefenting the book to the king.: Sir, fays he,
take that'book, if you pleale, and as foomas‘my head
iscut off, order that it be put into the bafon upon the
cover of the book ; as foon as it is put there, the blood
will ftop 5 then open the book, and my head wili an-
fiver your queftions. But, §ir; fays he, permit me

D¢ once
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once more to implore your majefty’s clemency; for
God’s fake grant my requeit, I proteit to you that [ am
innocent. Yourprayers, anfwers the king, are invain ;
and were it for nothing but to hear your head fpeak
. after your death, itis my will you fhould die. As he
faid'this, he took the book out of the phyfician’s hand,
and ordered the executioner to do his duty.

The head wa: fo dexteroufly cut off, that it fell into
the bafon, and was nofooner laid upon the cover of the
book, but the blood flopped ; then to the great fur-
prize of the king, and all the fpeétators, it opened its .

" eyes, and faid, Sir, will your majefty be pleafed to
open the book The king opened it, and fincing that
one leafwas as it were glewed to another, that he might
turn it with the more eafe, he put his finger to his
mouth, and wet it with {pittle. He did {o till he came
to the fixth leaf, and finding no writing on. the place
where he was bid o lock forit, Phyfician, fays he, to
the head, there is nothing writ. Turn over fome more

“leaves, replies the head. The king continued to turn

over, putting always his finger to his mouth, until the
poifon with which each Ieaf was imbrued, coming to

have its cffe®, the prince finding himfelf, all of a

fudden, taken with an extraordinary fit, his eye-fight
failed andhe fell down at the foot of the throne in
great convulfions. At thefe words, Scheherazade per-
ceiving day, gave the Sultan notice of it, and for-
bore {peaking. Ah, dear filter, fays Dinarzade, how
grieved am I that you have not time to finifh this
itory ; Ithould be inconfoleable if you lofe your life
to-day. Sifter, replies the Sultanefs, that muft be as
the Saltan pleafes ; but I hope he will be fo good a5 to
fufpend my death till to-morrow. And accordingly

Schahrifr, far from ordering her death that day, ex-

petted next night with much impatience; {0 earneft
was he, te hear out the flory of the Grecian king, and
the {cquel of the filherman and the Genie.

The Seventeenth Night,

H O’ Dinarzade was very curious to hear the

reft of the ftory of the Grecian king, the fhe did not

awake that night, fo foon as ufual, fo that it1 waﬁ
; almo
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almoft day before fhe called upon the Sultanefs ; and
then faid, Ipray you, fifter, to continue the wonder-
ful flory of the Greek king; but make hafte, I befeech
you, for it will fpeedily he day. .

Scheherazade refumed the ftory where fhe left off the ®
day before : Sir, fays the to the Sultan, when the phyfi-
cian Douban, or rather his head, faw that the poifon
had taken effe@, and that the king had but a few
moments to live ; Tyrant, it cried, now you fee how
princes are treated, who, abufing their autherity,- cat
.offinnocent men : God punifhes {oon or late their in- .
juttice and cruelty, Scarce had the head {poke thefe
words, when the king fell down dead, and the head it-
felf Ioft what life it had, /

Sir, continnes Scheherazade, fuch was the end of
the Grecian king and the phyfician Dosban. I mult
return now to the ftory of the fitherman and the Ge-
nie, but it is not worth while to begin it now, for it
is day. The Sultan, who always obferved his hours
regularly, could ftay no longer, but got up; and hav- °
ing a mind to hear the fequel of the fory of the Genie
and the filherman, he bid the Sultanels prepare to tell
it him next night. - : 1

S

The Eighteenth Night,

DInsrzade made amends this night for laft night’s
negleét ; fhe awakeda long time before day,
and calling upon Scheherazade, Sifter, fays fhe, if you
be not aflecp, pray give us the reft of the ftory of the
filherman and the Genie; you know the Sultan de-
fires to hear it as well as L,

I fhall foon fatisfy his curiofity and your’s, anfwers
the Sultanefs; and then addrefling herfelf to Schahriar,
Sir, continued fhe, asfoon as the fitherman had conclud-
ed the hiltory of the Greek king and his phyfician
Douban, he made the application to the Genie, whom
he fill kept fhut up in the veflel, Ifthe Grecian king,
fays he, would have fuffered the phylician to-live, God
would alfo have fuffered him to live ; but he reje@ted
his mo( humble prayers, and it is the fame with thee,
O Genie! Could I have prevailed with thee, to grant

3 - mne .
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me the favour I demanded, I fhould” aow have had
pity upon thee; but fince, notwithftanding the: ex-
-treme obligation thou walt under to me, for having
fet thee at liberty, thou didff perfift in thy defign to
kiill me, I am obliged, in my turn, to be as hard-
hearted tothee, ;

My good friend, fifherman, replies the Genie, I
conjure thee once more, not to be guilty of fo cruel 2
thing ; confider, that it is not good to avenge one’s
felf, and that on the other hand, it is commendable to
'do good for evil ; do not treat me as Imama treated
Ateca formerly. And what did Imama to Ateca, re-
plies the fiherman ? Ho! fays the Genie, if you have a
mind to know it, open the veflel ; do you think that I
can be in a humour to tell ftories in fo ftrait a prifon ? T

“will tell you as many as you pleafe, when you let me
out. No, fays the fitherman, I will not let thee out,
it is in vain to talk of it, I am juft going to throw you
into the bottom of the fea. Hear me one word more,
eries the Genie, I promife to do thee no hurt; nay,
far from that, T will thew thee a way how thou may’'ft
‘become exceeding rich.

The hope of delivering himfelf from poverty, pre-
vailed with the fitherman. I could liften to thee, fays
he, were there ‘any credit to be given to thy word ;
fwear to me by the great name of God, that you will
faithfully perfgrm what you promife, and T will open
the veflel ; I do not believe you will dare to break fuch
an oath. i

‘The Genie fwore to him, and the fitherman imme-
diately took off the covering of the veffel : At that
very inftant the fmoke came out, and the Genie having
refumed his form, as before, the firft thing he did, was
to kick the veffel into the fea. This afion frighted the
filherman: Genie, fays he, what’s the meaning of
that? Won’t you keep the oath you jult now made?
And muft I fay to you, as the phyfician Douban faid
to the Grecian king, fuffer me to live, and God will
prolong your days.

The Genie Yaughed at the filherman’s fear, and an-
fwvered, No, fitherman, be not afraid, I only didit to
divert myfelf, and to fee if thow wouldft be alarmed at
: & it
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_it: But to perfuade thee, that I am in earneft; take
thy nets and follow me. As he {poke thefe words, he
walked before the fitherman, who having taken up his
nets, followed him, butwith fome diftruft ; they pafled
by the town, and came to the top of a mountain, from
whence they defcended intoa vat plain, which brought
them to'a great pond, that lay betwixt four hills,

When they came to the fide of the pond, the Genie' -
fays to the fitherman, Caift in thy nets, and take fith 3~
the filherman did not doubt to catch fome, becaufe he
faw a great number in the pond ; but he was extremely’
furprized, when he found they were of four colours,
that is to fay, white, red, blue, and yellow. He threw
in his nets, and broughtout one of each colour; having
never feen the like, he could not but’admire them, and
judging that he might get a confiderable fum for them,
he was very joyful.: Carry thofe fih, fays the Genie to'
him, and prefent them to thy Sultan ; he will give you
more money for them than ever you had in your life.
You may come every day to fifh in this ‘pond; and I
give thee warning not to throw in thy nets above ance
a day, otherwife you will repent it. Take heed, and.
remember my advice; if you follow it exaétly, you
will find your account in it. Having fpoke thus, he
ftruck his foot, wpon the ground, which opened, and
fhut again after it had Twallowed up the Genie.

The fitherman being refolved to follow the Genie’s
advice exadtly, forebore cafting in his nets a fecond
time ; and returned to the town very well fatisfied with
bis fith; and making a thoufand refle¢tions upon his
adventure. He went ftraight to the Sultan’s palace, to
prefent him his fith. But, Sir, fays Scheherazade, I
perceive day, and mnft flop here.

Dear fifter, fays Dinarzade, how furprizing are the
laft events youhave told us ? I have much ado to believe
that any thing you have to {ay can be more furprizing,
Sifter, replies the Sultanefs, if the Sultan, my mafter,
will let me live till to-morrow, I'am perfuaded you
will find the fequel of the hiftory of the fitherman, more
wonderful than the beginning of it, and incomparabl
more diverting. Schahriar, being curious to know if
the remainder of the flory of the filherman would be

- fuch
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fuch as ‘the Sultanefs {aid, put off the execution of the
ciuel law once more.

The Ninercemh Night.

'TOwards morning, Dinarzade called the Sultanefs,

and faid, Dear fifter, my pendulum tells me it
wiil be day fpeedily, therefore pray continue the hiftary
of the fitherman ; I am extremely impatient to know
what the iflue of it was. Scheherazade having demand-
ed leave of Schahriar, refumed her difcourde as follows =
Sir, I Jeave it to your majefty to think how much the
Saltan was furprized, when he faw the four fithes which
the filherman prefented him. ‘He took them up one

_after another, and beheld them with attention; and
after having admired them a long time, Take thofe
filhes, fays he to his prime 'vizier, and' carry them to
the fine cook-maid that the emperor of the Greeks has
fent me. I cannotimagine but they mult be as good
as they are fine.

The vizier carried them himfelf to the cook, and de-

livering them into her hands, Look ye, fays he, there
are four fifhes newly brought to- the Sultan, he orders
- you todrefs them ; and having faid fo, he retarned to
the Sultan his mafter, who ordered him to give the
fifherman four hundred pieces of gold of the coin of
that country, which he did accordingly., -

The filherman, who had never: leen fo much cath in
his life-time. could fcarce believe hisown good fortane,
bat thought it muft needs be a_dream, until he found
it to be real, when he provided neceffaries for his fa-
mily with it,

But, Sir, fays Scheherazade, having told you what
happened to the filkerman, I muft acquaint yo. next,
with what befel the Sultan’s cook-maid, whom we fhall
find in a mighty perplexity. As foon as fhe had gutted'
the fithes, fhe put them upon the fire in a frying-pan,
with oil, and when {he thought them fried enough on
one fide, fhe turned them upon the other; but, O mon-
ftrous prodigy ! {carce were they turned, when the wall
of the kitchen opened, and in comes a young lady of
wonderful beauty, and comely fize, She was clad ia

3 flowered



flowered fatin, after the Egyptian manner, -wﬁ#-‘p_&n-
dants in her ears, a necklace of large pc#rﬁ;‘gﬁd ‘brace<
lets of gold, garnifthed with rubies, with a rod of myrtle
in her hand.  Shecame towards the frying-pan, to the.
great amazement of the cook-maid, who cpminued =

moveable at the fight, and ftiiking one of the fithes.
with the end of the rod, fays, ¢ Fifh, filh, art thou in

¢ thy duty ¥ The fith having apfvered nothing, fhe

repeated thefe words, and then the four filhes il up

their heads altogether, and {aid to her, * Yes, yes s if
¢ you reckon, we reckon; if you pay your debts, we
¢ pay ours ; if you fly, we overcome, and are content.”
As foon as they had finifhed thefe words, the lady over-
turned the frying-pang and entered again into the opea
part of the wall, which fhut immediately, and became
as it was before.

The cook-maid was mightily frightened at this, and
coming a little to herfelf, went to take up. the fithes
that fell upon the hearth, but found them blacker than
coal, and not fit to be carried to the Sultan. She was
grievoufly troubled at it, ahd fell a weeping moft bits
terly. Alas! fays fhe, whatwill become of me ! If I
tell the Sultan what I have feen, 1 am fure he will not
believe me, but will be mightily enraged againft me.

While the was' thus bewailing herfelf, in comes the
grand vizier, and afked her if the fifhes were ready 7 (he
told him all that had happened, which we may ealily
imagine aftonifhed him mightily, butwithout {peaking
a word of it to the Sultan, he invented an excuie that
fatisfied him, and fending immediately. for the filher-
man, bid him bring four more fuch fith, for a misfor-
tane had befallen the other, that they were not fit to
be carried to the Sultan. The filherman, without fay-
- ing any thing of what the Genie had told him, in or-
der to excufe himfelf from bringing them that very day,
told the vizier, he had a great way to go for them, bug
would certainly bring them to-morrow. }

Accordingly the fitherman went away by night, and
coming to the pond, threw in his nets betimes next
morning, took four fuch fithes as the former, and
brought them to the vizicr at the hour appointed. The
minifter took them himlelf, carried them to the kitchen,

; and
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.which obliges me to break off. What I have tol

66 ArRABIAN NicuTs \

and fhutting himfelf up all alone with the cook-maid,
fhe gutted them, and put them on the fire, as fhe had
done the four others the day before ; when they were
fried on one fide, and that the had turned them upon
the other, the kitchin wallopened, and the fame lady _
came inwith the rod in her hand, ftruck one of the fithes,
fpoke to it as before, and all four "gave her the fame
anfwer. But, Sir, fays Scheherazade, day apfea.rs,
you,
s indeed very fingular, but ifI be alive to-morrow, I
will tell you.other things, which are yet better worth
your hearing. Schahriar, conceiving that the {equel
muft be very curious, refolved to hear her next night.

The Taventieth Nights

NEX’I‘ morning the Sultan prevented Dinarzade,
% and fays to Scheherazade, Madam, 1 pray you
make an end of the flory of the fitherman, I am im-
patient to hear it: Upon which the Sultanefs continued
it thus. -

Sir, after the four fithes had anfwered the young lady,
fhe overturned the frying.pan with her rod, and re-
tired into the fame place of the wall from whence fhe
came out, The grand vizier being witnefs to what had

afled ; This is too furprizing and extraordinary, fays

e, to be concealéd from the Sultan ; I will inform him
of this pradigy : which be did accordingly, and gave
him a very faitliful account of all that had happened.

The Sultan, being much furprized, was mighty impa-
tient to fee this himfelf. To this end, he fent imme-
diately for the filherman, andfays to him, Friend, can’t
you bring me four more fuch filhes ? The filherman re-
plied, if your majety will be pleafed toallow me three
days time, I will doit. Having obtained his time, he
went to the pond immediately, and at the firft throwing
in of his net, he took four fuch fithes, and brooght them
prefently to the Sultan ; who was fo much the more re-
joiced at it, that he did not expe& them fo foon, and
ordered him other four hundred piecesof gold. Asfoon
as the Sultan had the fith, he ordered them to be carried
into the-clofet, with all thatwas neceffary for fiying

them ;
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them ; and having fhut him(elfup there with the viziers
that minifter gutted them, put them in ‘the pan upon
the fire, and when they were fried on one fide, turned
them upon the other ; then the wall of the clofet opened,
but inftead of the young lady, there came out a black,
in the habit of a flave, and of a gipantic ftature, with'a
great green battoon in hishand. He advanced towards
the pan, and touching one of the fifhes with his bat-
toon, fays to it with a t€rrible voice, ¢ Fifh, art thou
¢ in thy daty #* At thefe words, the fifhes raifed up
their heads, and anf{wered, © Yes, yes; weare; if you -
¢ reckon, we reckon ; if you pay your debts, we pay
¢ ours; if you fly, weovercome, and are content.’

The fithes had no fooner finifhed thefe words, but
the black threw the pan into the middle of the clofet,
and redueed the fithes to a coal. Haying done this, he
retired fiercely, and entering again into the Hole of the
wall, it fhut, and appeared juit as it did before.

. After what T have f{een, fays the Sultan to the vizier,
it Will not be poflible for me to be eafy in my mind,
Thefe fith, without doubt, fignify fomething extraordi--
nary, in which I have a wmind to be fatisfied. He fent
for the fitherman, and whea he came, he fays to him,
Fifherman, the fithes you have brought us, make me
very uneafy ; where did you catch them ? Sir, anfwers -
he, I fithed for them in a pond {fituated betwixt foar
hills, beyond the mountain that we fee from hence.
Know'ft thon not that pond, fays the Sultan to the vizier?
No, Sir, replies the vizier, [ never fo much as heard of it ;
and yet, it is not fixty years fince I hunted-beyond that -
mountain, and thereabouts. The Sultan afked the fifher-
man, how far the pond might be from the palace? The
fitherman anfwered, it was not above three hours jour-
ney ; upon this affurance, andthere being day enough
beforehand, the Sultan commanded all his court to take
horfe, and the fitherman ferved them for a guide. They
‘all afcended the mountain, and at the foot of it, they
faw to their great furprize, a vaft plain, that nobody
had obferved till then, and at laft they came to the -
:pond, which they found atually to be fituated betwixt
four hills as the fifherman had faid. The water of it
was {o tranfparent, that they obferved all the fithes to
; ' be
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bcilike thofe which the fifherman had brought to the

alace.

f’ The Sultan faid upon the bank of the pond, and
after beholding the fiflics with admiration, he demand-
€d of his emirs, and all his courtiers, if it was poflible
they had never feen this pond, which was within fo
Iittle a way of the town. ‘They all anfwered, that they
had never fo much as heard of it,

Since you all agree, fays he, that you never heard of
it, and as I am no lefs aftonifhed than you are, at this
novelty, I am refolved not to return to my palace till
I know how this pond came hither, and why all the
fifh in it are of four colours. Having fpoke thus, he
ordered his court to encamp ; and immediately his pa-
vilion and the tents of his houfhold were planted upon
the banks of the pond.

- When night came, the Sultan retired under his pa-
vilion, and fpo'et to the grand vizier by himfelf, thus :
Vizier, my mind is very uneafy ; this pond tranfported
hither ; the black that appeared to us inmy clofet, and
the fithes that we  heard {peak ; all this does fo much
whet my curiofity, that I cannot refift theimpatient de-
fire that I have to be fatisfied in it. To this end, §
am refolved to withdraw alone from the camp, and I
order you to keep my ablgnce fecret ; Rtay in my pavi-
Yion, and to-morrow morning, when the emirs and
Courtiers come to attend my levee, fend them away, and
tell them, that I am fomewhat indifpofed, and have a
mind to be alone ; and the following day tell them the

~fame thing, tll I return.

. The grand vizier {aid feveral thingsto divert the Sul-
tan from this defign; he reprefented to him the danger
to which he might be expofed, and thatall his labouk
might perhaps be in'vain: Butit was to no purpofe, the
Sultan, was refolved on it, and would go, He put on
a {uit, fitfor walking, and tock his fcymetar ; and as
{oon as he faw that all was quiet in the camp, he goes
out alone, and went over one of the hills without much
difficulty ; he found the defcent fill more ealy, and
when he came to the plain, walked on till the fun
arofe, and then he faw before him, at a confiderable
. diftance, a great building. He rejoiced at the ﬁgl'i:‘.}?;r:
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hopes to be informed there, of what he had 2 mind to
know. Wlien he came near, he found it was a mag-
nificent palace, or rather a very frong caftle, of fine
black polifhed marble, and covered with fine fteel, as
{mooth as a looking-glafs. Being mightily pleafed that
he had fo fpeedily met with fomething worthy his cu-
riofity, he ftopped before the front of the caftle, and
confidered it with abundance of attention. ;

He afterwards came up to the gate, which had two
leaves, one of them open; tho’> he might have entered
when he would, yet he thought it beft to knock, He
knocked at firft fofily, and waifed for fome time; but
feeing nobody; and fuppofing they had not heard him,
he knocked harder the fccond time, but neither feeing
nor hearing any body, he knocked again and again, but
nobody appearing, itfurprized him extremely ; for he
could not think, that a caftle fo well 1 repair, was
without inhabitants: If there be nobody init, {ays he
to himfelf, 1 have nothing to fear; and if there be, I
have wherewith to defend myfelf. =

At laftheentered, andwhenhecamewithin the porch,
he cried, Is there nobody here toreceive a firanger, who
comes in for fome refrefhment as he pafles by 7 He re-
peated thefame twoorthree times ; but though he {poke
very high, nobody anfwered, 'The iilence increafed his
aftonifhment ; he came into a very fpacious court, and
looking on every fide, to fee'if he could perceive any
body, he faw no living thiag.—But, ‘Sir, fays-Schehe-
razade, day appears, and | muit flop.

Ah! fifter, fays Dinarzade, you break off at the very
beft of the flory. It is true, anfwers the Sultanefs ; but,
filter, you fee T am forced to do fo. If my lord the
Sultan pleafes, you may hear the reft to-merrow.
Schahriar agreed to this, not fo much to pleafe Dinar-
zade, as to {atisfy his own curiofity, being mightily im-
patient to know what adventure the prince met within
the caftle.

The Taventy-Firfp Night.

Inarzade, to make amends for her negle@ the

night before, never laid eye together, and when

fhe thought it was time, awaked the Sultanefs, faying to
; “ her
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her, My dear fifter, pray give us an account of what
happened in the fifie caftle where you left us yefterday.

Scheherazade forthwith refumed her ftory,” and ad-
drefling herfelf to Schahriar, fays, Sir, the Sultan per=
ceiving nebody in the cours, entered the great halls,
which were hung with filk tapeftry, the alcoves and fofas
were covered with ftuffs of Mecca, and the porches with
the richeft ftuffs of the Indies, mixed with gold and
filver, He came afterwards into an admitable faloon,
in the middle of which there was a great fountain, with
2 lion of mafly gold at each corner: water iffued at tha.
mouthsof the four lions, and this water, as it fell,
formed diamonds and pearls, that very well anfwered a
jettof water, which {pringing from the middle of the
fountain, rofe as high almoft as the bottom of a cu-
pulo, painted after the Arabian manner.

The caftle, on three fides, was encompafled by a
garden, with flower-pots, water-works, groves, and a
thoufand other fine things concurring to embellifh it;
?“d what completed the beauty of the place, was an
Anfinite number of birds, which filled the air with their
harmonious notes, and always ftaid there, nets being
fpread over the trees, and faitened tothe palace to keep
them in, The Sultan walked a long time from apart-
ment to apartment, where he found every thing very
grand and magnificent.  Being tired with walking, he
{at down in an open clofet, which had a view over the
garden, and there refleCting upon what he had already
feen, and did then fee, all of a fidden he heard the
voice of one’complaining, accom panied with lamenta-
ble cries. Heliftened with attention, and heard diftiné-

-1y thefe fad words: ¢ O fortune ! thou who would{t not
¢ {uffer me longer to enjoy a happy lot, and haft made
¢ me the moft unfortunate man in the world, forbear to
¢ perfecute me, and by a fpeedy death, put an end to
¢ my forrows. - Alas! is it poffible that [ am fill alive,
¢ after fo many torments as I have fuffered 7’

The Sultan being affeéted with thofe pitiful com-
plaints, rofe up, and made toward the place where he
heard the voice ; and when he came to the gate of a
great hall, he opened it, and faw a handfome young
man, richly habited, fet upon a throne raifed a little

; ¢ above
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above the ground. Melancholy was painted on his -
looks. The Sultan drew near, and faluted him; the
young man returned him his falute, by a low bow with
Kis head ; but not being able to rife up, he fays to the
Sultan, My lord, I am very well {atisfied that you de-
ferve I thould rife up to reccive you, and do you all
pofiible honour ; but I am hindered from doing fo, by
a very fad reafon, and thorefore hope you will not take *
it ill. My lord, replies the Sultan, I am very mauch
obliged to you for having fo good an oppinion of me : As
to the reafon of your not rifing,-whatever yonr apology
be, I heartily acceptit. Being drawn hither by your
complaints, and afli@ed by your grief, 1come to offer
you my help ;. would to God that it lay in my power
to eafe you of yoar trouble; Iwould do my utmoft to
effett it. I flatter myfelf that you would willingly tell
me the hiftory of your misfortanes; but pray tell me .
-Birft, the meaning of the pond near the palace, where
the fithes are of four colours ? what this caftle is? hoy
you came to be here ? andwhy youare alone ?

Inftead of anfwering thefe queftions, the young man
began to weep bitterly. ¢ O how inconftant is fortune !
¢ cried he: fhe takes pleafure to pull down thofe men
¢ fhe had raifed up. Where are they who enjoy yuietly
¢ the happinefs which they hold of her, and whofe day
¢ 1s always clear and ferene 7’ :

The Sultan moved with compaflion to fee him inthae
condition, praycd him forthwith to tell him the caafe of
his exceflive grief. Alas! my lord, replies the young
man, how is it poflible but I fhould grieve, and why
fhould not my eyes be inexhauftible fountains of tears ?
At thefe words lifting vp his gown, he fhewed the Sultan
that he was a man only from the head to the girdle,
and that the other halfof his body was black marble,—
Here Scheherazade broke off, and told the Sultan that
dayappeared.

Schahiiar was fo much charmed with the ftory, and
became fo much in love with Scheherazade, that he
refolved to let her live a month. He got up however
as nfual, without acquainting her with his refolution,

; . The
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The Tawenty-Second Nfgf;r.

that fhe called her fifter next morning fooner than
uival, and fays to her, Sifter, pray continue the wonder-
ful fory you began, but could not make an end of
- yefterday morning, I agree to it, replies the Sultanefs ;
hearken then. i
You may eafilyimagine, continues fhe, that the Sul-
. tap was ftrangely {urprized, when he faw the deplorable
condition of the young man. ‘That which you fhew
me, fays he, as it fills me with horror, whets my curi-
ofity, fo that I am impatient to hear your hiftory,
which, no doubt, is very ftrange, and I am perfuaded
that the pond and the fifhes make fome part of it; there-
fore T conjure you to tell it me. You will find fome
comfort in it, fince it is certain, that unfortunate peo-
ple will find fome fort of eafe intelling their misfortanes,
1 will not refufe you this fatisfaction, replies the young
man; though I cannot do it without renewing my grief.
But I give you notice before-hand, to prepare your ears,
youar mind, and even your eyes, for things which fur-
pafs all that the molt extraordinary imagination can
congeive.

DInarzade was fo impatient to hear out the ftory,

The Hiftory of the young King of the Black-Ifles. -

OU muft know, my lord, continued he, that my
father, who was called Mzhmoud, was king of
this country. 'This is the kingdom of the Black-l{les,
which takes its name from the four little neighbouring
mouatains, for thofe mountains were formerly ifles : the
capital where the king my father had his refidence, was
where that pond yoo now fee is,’ The fequel of my
hiftory will informr you of all thofe changes. 18
The king my father died when he was feventy years
of age ;1 had no {ooner fucceeded him, but I married,
and tghe lady I chofe to fhare the royal dignity with me,
was my coufin. I had all the realon imaginable to be
fatished in her love to me ; and, for my part, I had fo
much tendernefs for her, thatnothing was comparable
1o
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to the good underftanding betwixt us, which Jated five
years, at the end of which time, T perceived the queen,
my coufin, had no more delight in me.

Oneday, while (he'waslatthe bath,I found myfelf leepy
after dinner, and lay down upon a fofa; two of her la-
dies, who were then in my chamber, came and fat down,
one at my head, and the other at my feet, with fans in
their hands to moderate the heat, and to hinder the flies
from troubling me in my flecp. They thought I was
falt, and {fpoke very low ; but I only fhut my eyes, and
heard every word they faid. _

One of them fays to the other, is not the queen much
in the wrong, not to love fuch an amiable prince as
this ? Ay, certainly, replies the other, for my part I
don’t underftand it, and [ know not why fhe goes out.
every night, and Jeaves him alone ! Isit poffible that he-
does not perceive it ? Alas! fays the firft, how would
you have him to perceive it? fhe mixes every evening
in his drink, the juice of a certain herb, which makes
him fleep fo found all night, that fhe has time to go
« where fhe pleafes, and ag day begius to appear, fe comes

and lies down by him again, and wakes him by the fmell
of fomething fhe puts under his nofe. :

You may guels, my lord, how much I was {urprized
at this difcourfe, and with what fentiments ‘it infpired
me; yet, whatever emotions it made within me, I had
command enough, over myfelf to difflemble’ it, and
feigned myfelf to awake withaat having heard one
word of it: S

The queen returned from the bath, we fupped toge-
ther, and before we went to bed, fhe prefented nve with
a cup full of fuch waidr as I was accuftomed to drink 3
but inflead of putting itinto m§ mouth, L Weat to a
window that flood open, and threw out. the water {o
privately, that fhe did not perceive it, aad put the
cup again into her hands, to perfuade her that' I had
-drank it. ;

We went to bed together, and foon after, believing
that I was afleep, though I was not, fhe got up with fo
little precaution, that fhe faid fo loud as 1 could hear it
ditin&tly, fleep, and may yoa never wake again. She
drefled herlelffpeedily, and went out of the chamber,—

Vor. I E As
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as Scheherazade fpoke thefe words, fhe faw day appear,
.and ftopt. . 7

Dinarzade had heard her fifter, with a great deal of
vpledfure, and Schdbriar thoughe the hiftory of 'the king
of the Black-Ifles, '{o worthy of his curiofity, thit he
. rofe up full'of impatience for ‘the reft of it,

The Taventy-third Night.
‘A N hourbefore day, Dinarzade being ‘awake, failed
£L7A 'not to call wpon ‘the Snltanefs, and faid, Pray,
dear fifter, go on with the hiftory of the 'young king of
‘the four Black-Iftands. Schelicrazade ¢alling to mind
where fhe had left off, refumed the ftory thus:

As foon as the queen my wife went out, ‘continués
‘the king of the Black-Iflands, I got up, drefled mie in
hafte, took my fcymerar, and followed her fo quick.
that'I foon heard the found of her'feet before ‘nie, ‘and
then walked foftly after her, for fear of being heard.
She pafled thro’ feveral'gates, which opened upon - her
pronouncing fome magical words, and ‘the lalt fhe
opened was that of the garden, which fhe entered ; I
flopt at that gate, that flie might not perceive ‘me, as
fhe crofled a plat, and looking after her as'far as ‘I
‘eould in the night, [ perceived that fhe éntered a little
wood, whofe walks were guarded by thick pallifadoes.
1 went thither by another way, and flipping behind the
“pallifadoes of a long walk, | faw her walking there
‘with a man.

I gave very good heed to their difcourfe, ‘and heard
+her {ay thus; 1 don’t delerve, fays the queen to her

igallant, to be opbraided by you' for want of diligence,
iyou know very well .what hinders me ; but if all the
*marks of love that I have already given you, be not
‘enough, I am ready to give you greater marks of ic:
you need but command me, you know my power; I
'will, if you defire it, before fun-rifing, change this

reat city, and this fine place, intofrighttul ruins, which
'ﬁié\ll be inhabited by nothing but wolves, owls, and
‘ravens ; would you'have me to tranfport all the ftones
of thofe walls {o folidly built, beyond mount Caucafus,
‘and out of the bounds of the "habitable world, fpeak
but the ward, ‘and all thofe places fhall be-chénged.

=
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As the queen finithed thefe words her gallant and
Jhe came to the end of the walk, turned to enter ano-
. -ther, and pafied before me. I had already drawn my
deymetar, and her gallant being next me, I ftrauck him
in theneck, and made him fall to the ground ; I thought
I had killed him, and- therefore retired {peedily without
making myiclf known to the queen, whom I had a
mind tofpare, becaufe fhe was my kinfwoman. :

In the mean time, the blow I had given her gallant
‘wasmortal ; but ithe preferved hislife by the force of her
inchantments, in{uch a manner, however, thathe could
not be faid to be either dead or alive. As I crofled the
‘garden, to return to the palace, T heard the queen cri
04t lamentably, and judging by thathow much fhe was
.grieved, I was.pleafed that I had fpared herlife.

When | returned to her apartment, I wentto bed, and
being fatisfyed with-having punithed the villain that did
me the injury, T went to {leep ; and when I awaked next
morning, found thequeen lying by me —Scheherazade
was obliged to fiop here, becaufe the faw day.

O heaven ! fifter, fays Dinarzade, how ittroables me
that you can {ay no more. Sifter, replies the Saltanefs,
-youought tohave awaked me more early, it is your fault,
Lwill make amends next night, replies Dinarzade, , for
“I'doubt not but the Sultan will be as willing to hear
out the flory as [ am ; and I hope he will be fo good as
to let you live one day ‘more.

The Taventy-fourth Night.

Inarzade was -aually as good as her word, fhe
call’d the Sultanefs veryearly, faying, Dear fifter,
If yoube not alleep, pray make an end of the agieealile
hiltory of thekingof the Black-Ifles ; [ am ready to die
with impatience to know how he came to bechanged iito
marble. Youthall hear it, replies Scheherazade, IFf the
Sultan will give me leave. 1
I found the queen lying by me then, fays the king
of the Black-Iflands : [ can’t tell you.whether fhe flept
or not; but I got up without making any noife} and
weot tomy clofet, where I made an end of ‘drefling
myfelf. - Lafterwards went and held my council, and at

Lz my
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my refurn, the queen clad in mourning, her hair
hanging about her eyes, and part of it pulled off, pre-
fented herfelf before me, and faid; Sir, I come tobeg
your majefty not to be furprized to fee me in this con-
dition ; three afflifting piecesof news, I have juft now
received all at once, are the caufe of my heavy grief,
of which the tokens you fee are but very faint refem-
blances. Alas! what is that news, madam, faid 1?
The death of the queen my dear mother, anfwers the,
that of the king my father, killed in battle, and that of
one of my brothers, who is alfo fallen in it.

I was not ill pleafed, that fhe made vfe of 'this pre-
text to hide the true caufe of her grief, and I thought
the had not fufpefted me to have killed her gallant,
Madam, fays I, I am fo far from blaming your grief,
ithat I affure you, I am willing to bear what fhare of
it is proper for me. I fhould very much wonder, if
you were infenfible of fo great a lofs* Mourn on, your
-tears are fo many proofs of your good nature; bur I
hope, however, that time and reafon will moderate your

“«gnief. rig 5

.g She retired into her apartment, where giving herfelf
wholly up to forrow, fhe fpent a whole year in mourn-
ing, and afli@ing herfelf. At the end of that time,
sfhe begged leave of me to build a burying place for
herflelf, within the bouuds of the palace, where fhe
would continue; fhe told me, to the end of her days:
I agreed to it, and the built a ftately palace, with a
capola, thatmay be feen here, and fhe called it the
Palace of Tears, When it was finithed, fhe caufed her
gallant to be brought thither, from the place whither
fhe had made him be carried the fame night that I
wounded him : fhe had/hindered his dying, by a drink
fhe gavehim, and carried to him herfelf every day after
he came to the Palace of Tears.

Yet with all her inchantments, fhe could not cure
‘the wretch; he was not only unable to walk, and to
help himfelf, but had alfo loft the ufe of his fpeech, and
gave no fign of life, but only by his looks. Tho’“the

ueen had no other confolation but to fee him, and to

ay to him all that her foolifh paffion could infpire her
with, yet every dayfhe madehim two long vifits: [ was
Very
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very well informed of all this, but pretended to know
nothing of it, _

One day [ went out of curiofity to-the Palace of
Tears, tofee how the princels employed herfelf, and
going to a place where the could not fee me, I heard
her {peak thus to her gallanc ; [ am afiliGted to the high-
eft degree, to fee you in-this condition ; [ am as {fenfible
as you yourfelf, of the tormenting grief you .endure ;
but, dear foul, I always fpeak to you, and you don’t
aniwer me : How loag will you be filent ? Speak only
one word: Alas'! the fiveeteft moments of my life are:
thefe 1 fpend here, in partaking of your grief, I cannot
live at adiflance from you, and would prefer the pleafure
of always feeing you, tothe empire of the univerfe.

At thefe words, which were feveral times iatérrupted
by herfighs and fobs, I loft all patience; and difcover-
ing mylelf,. came up to her, and faid, Madam; you:
have mourned enough, 'tis time to give over this ‘for-
row, which difhonours us borh; yowhave too much
forgot what you owe to me.and to yourfelf, Sir, {ays
fhe, if you have any kindnefs or complaifance left for
me, I befcech you to putno force upon me, allow me
to give mylelfup to mortal grief, ’tis impofiible for
time to leflen it.

When | {faw that my dilcourfe, inftead of bringing
her to her duty, {erved only toincreafe her rage, 1 gave
over and retired, She continued every day to vifit her
gallant, aad f_or two whole years, gave herfelf up to
exceflive grief. ) Wl

I weat a fecond time to the Palace of Tears, while
fhe was there. I hid myfelf again, and heard her fpeak
thus to her gallant : Lt is now three years fince you fpoke
one word to me, you return no anfwer to the marks of
love I give you, by my difcourfe and groans. Is it from.
want oi fenfe, or out of contempt ? O tomb ! have you
abated that exceflive love he had for me? Have yoa
fhut thofe eyes that thewed me fo mach love, and were
all my joy 7 No,me,.I believe nothing of-it. Tell me
rather, by what miracle you became intrufted with the
rareft treafure that everwas in the world.

I muit confefs, my lord, 1 was enraged at thefe words;
for, in fhort, this gallant fo much doated upon, this

Ej adored

! . >
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adored mortal, was/niotfuchan one as you would imav
gine him to have been. He wasa black Indian, 2 na-
tive of that conntry, I fay, Iwas fo earaged at that
difcourfe, that I difeovered myfelf all of a fudden, and
addrefling the tomb in my turn, O ‘omb! cried 1, why
don’t you fwallow up that monfter in nature, or rather
why don’tyou {wallow up the gailant and his miftrefs ?

1 had fcarce finithed thofe words, when the queen who
fat by the black, rofe np likea fury. Ah cruel man!
fays the, thou art the caufe of my grief, don’t youn
think bat | know it. I have diffembled it but too long ;
“tis thy barbarous hand which hath brought the objiét
of my love to this lamentable condition; and you are
fo hard-hearted as to come and infult a defpairing lover,
Yes, faid I, ina rage, *tis I who chaftifed that monfler,
according to his defert; I onght to have treated thee
in the fame manner; 1 repent now that I did notdo it,
thou haft abufed my goodnefs too long, As I fpoke
thele words, 1drew out my fcymetar, andlified up my'
hand 1o punith her; but fhe fledfaftly beholding me,
faid with a jeering fmile, Moderate thy anger. At the
fame time, the pronotinced words I did not underfiand’;
and afterwards added, by virtue of my inchantments, I
command thee immediately, to become half marble and’
half man. Imimeédiately, my lord, I became fuch as
you fce me already, a dead man among the hiving, and
a living man among the dead —Here Scheherazade
perceiving day, broke off her flory.

Upon which Dinarzade fays, Dear fiffer, I am ex-
tremely obliged to the Sultan, ’tis to his goodnefs T owe
the extraordiary pleafure I have in your flories. My
fifter, replics the Sultanefs, if the Saltan will be fo good’
asto fuffer me to live till to-morrow, I fhall tell you 2
thing that will afford as much fatisfaltion as any thing -
you bave yet Léard. Though Schaliriar had ot refolved
to defer the death of Scheherazade a month longer, he
could 1ot have ordered her to be put to death that day,

The Twenty-fifih Night.
Owards the end' of the night, Dinarzade cryed,
Sifter, if I don’t trefpals too much upon your
complaifance, I would pray yow to finifli the hiftory }(:ff
j the
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the king of the Black-Iflands. Scheherazade having
awaked upon her filter’s call, prepared to give her
the fatisfa&tion fhe required, and began thus,

The king, half marbleiand half.man, continued his
hiftory to the Sulcan, thus: After this cruel magician,
unworthy of the name of a queen, had metamorphos’d
me thus, and brought me inio this hall, by another ins -
chantment (he deltroyed my capital, which was very
flourithing and full of people; fhesabolithed the houfes,
the public places and markets, and made a pond and
defert field of it, which yonp may have {een ; the fithes
of four colours in the poud, are the four forts of people,
of different religions, that inhabited the place.  Fhe
white, are the Muflelmen, the red, the Perfians, who
worthipped the fire, the blue, the Chrillians, ehd the
yellow, the Jews: The four little hills were the four
iflands that gave name to this kingdom. = Ilearned all
this from the magician, who, to add to my aflidtion,
teld: nie- with her own mouth, thofe effetts of her rage."
But this is not all, her revenge was not fatisfied with
the deftruttion of my dominions, and the metamorphofis
of my perfon ; fhe comes every day, and gives meover’
my naked fhoulders an hundred blows with ox-pizzles,
which makes me all over blood; and when fhe has
done fo, covers‘me with a coarfe ftuff of goats hair, and
throws over it this robe of brocade that you fee, not to
do me honour, bnt to mock me.

After this part of the difcourfe, the young king could
not withhold his tears; and the Sultan’s heart was {o
pierced with the relation, that he could not fpeak oiie
word to comfort him. A little time after, the young
king, lifting up his eyes to heaven, cried out, Mighty
creator of all things, 1fubmit myfelf to your judgments,
and to the decrees of your providence: I endure my
calamities with patience, fince ’tis your will it fhould
be {o; but I hope your infinite goodnefs will reward me’
forit.

The Sultan being much moved by the recital of fo
firange a flory, and anigated to revenge this anforta-
nate prince, fays to him, Tell mewhither this perfidious
magician retires, and where her unworthy gallant may
be, who is buried before his death, My lord, replies’

. ' : E 4 the
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the prince, her gallant, as I have already told yon, is
in the Palaceof Tears, in a tomb in form of a dome,
and that palace joins to this caftle on the fide of the
Eaate; as to the magician, I can’t precifely tell whither

eretires, but every day at fun-rifing fhe goes to fee
her gallant, after having executed h r bloody vengeance
upon me, as [ have told you; and youfee | am not in
a condition to defend myfelf againft fo great cruelty.
She carries-him the drink with which fhe has hitherto
prevented hisdying, and always complains of his never
fpeaking to her fince he was wounded.

Oh, unfortunate prince, fays the Sultan, you can
never enough be bewailed ! nobody can be more fenfibly
touched with your condition‘than I am ; never did fuch
an extraordinary misfortune befal any man, and thofe
who write your hiftory will have the advantage to relate
a paflage that furpafles all that has ever yet been written,
There’s nothing wanting but one thing, the revenge
which is due to you, and I will omit nothing that can
be done to procure it.

While the Sultan difcours’d upon the fubje& with the
young prince, he told him who he was, and for what
end heventered the caftle, and thought on a way to re-
venge him, which he communicated to him. They
agreed upon the meafures they were to take for effelting
their defign, but déferred the execution of it till the next
day. In themean time, the night being far {pent, the
Sultan took {ome refl; but the poor young prince
pafled the night without fleep, as ufual, having never
flept fince he was inchanted ; but conceived fome
Bopes of being fpeedily delivered from his mifery.

Next morning the Sultan got up before day, and, in
order to execute his defign, he hid in a corner his up-
per garment, that would have been cumberfome to him,
and went to the Palace of Tears. He found it enlighz-
ened with an infinite number of flambeaux of white
wax, and a delicious {cent iflued fiom feveral boxes of
fine gold of admirable workmanthip, all ranged in ex-
cellent order : Asfoon as be {aw the bed where the
black lay, hedrew his fcymetar, killed the wretch with-
out refiftance, dragged his corpfe into the court of the
caftle, and threw it into a well. After this, he m.re.-m_;a

an
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and lay down in the black’s bed, took his fcymetars
with him under the counterpane, and lay there to exe-
cute what he had defigned. !

The magician arrived in a little time : She firft went
into the chamber where her hufband, the king of the
Black-Iflands was, firipped him and beat him -with
bulls-pizzles in a moft barbarous manner. The poor
prince filled the palace with his lamentations to no pur-
pofe, and conjared her in the moft affelting manner
that could be, to take pity on him ; but the cruel
woman would not give over, till fhe had given him an
hundred blows. You had no compaflion on my lover,
{aid fhe, and you are to expet none from me,———
Scheherazade perceiving day, ftopped, and could go no
farther, '
= O heavens! fays Dinarzade, fifter, this was. a bar-
barous inchaantrels indeed! but muft we flop here ?
Will you not tell us, whether fhe received the chaftife~
ment fhe deferved ? My dear fifter, fays the Sultanefs,.
I defire nothing more, than to acquaint you with it to-
morrow; bat you know that depends on the Sultan’s

leafure. After what Schahriar had heard, he was far
tom any- defign to put Scheherazade to death; on the
contrary, he fays to himfelf, I will not take away her
life, ’nill fhe has finifthed the furprizing ftory, tho’ it
fhould laft for two months. It fhall always be in my
power to keep the oath I have made.

The Taventy-fixth Night.

ASfoon as Dinarzade thought it time to call the
Sultanefs, fhe fays to her, How much fhould I
be obliged to you, dear fifter, if you would tell us
what paﬁ'ed in the Palace of Tears ? Schahriar having
fignified that he was as curious to know it as Dinarzade,
the Sultanefs refumed the ftory of the young inchanted
prince, as follows : _

Sir, after the inchantrefs had given the king, her
huiband, an hundred blows with bulls-pizzles,* fhe put
on again his covering of goats hair, and his brocade
grown over all 3 fhe went afterwards to the Palace of
'Uears, and as fhe entered the fame, fhe renewed her

Eg’ tears
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tears and lamentations; then approaching the bed,
wiiere fhe thought her gallant was, What craelty, cries
the, was it to diftorb the contentment of fo tender and
pafiionate a lover as I am 7 O thou who reproacheft me
that | am too inhuman, when 1 make thee feel the
effects of my refentment! Cruel prince, does not thy
barbarity furpa(s my vengeance? Ah traitor! in attempt-
ing the life of the objeét which I adore, haft thou not
robbed me of mine ? Alas! fays fhe, addrefling herfelf
tothe Sultan, while flie thonght fhe fpoke to the blaclk,
My foul, my life, will you always be filent? Are you
refolved to let me die, without givinig me fo much com-
fort 4s to tell me that you love me? My foul, fpedk one
word to me. at leaft, I conjure you.

The Sultan making as if he had awaked out of a
deep fleep, and counterfeiting thelanguage of the blacks,
anfwers thequeen with a grave tone, ¢ There’s nio force
¢ or power but in God alone, who 'is' almighty.” At
thefe words, the inchantrefs, who did not expeét them,
gave a great fhout, to fignify her exceflive joy. My
dear lord, cries fhe, don’t 1 deceive myfelf, is it certain
that | hear you, and that you ipeak to me ? Unhappy
. wretch, faid the Sultan,’ art thow worthy that I fhould
anfwer thy difcourfe # Alas! replies the gueen, why
do you reproach”me thus? ‘The cries, replied he, the
groans and tedrs of thy hufband, whom thou treateit
every day with fo much adignity and barbarity, hinder
me to fleep night and day. 1 (hould have been cured
long ago, and have recovered the ufe of my fpeech,
hadit thoa djfinchanted him, That’s the caufe of m
filence, which you complain of.  Very well, fays the
inchantrefs, to pacify you, I'am ready to do what you
will command me; would you that I'reflore him as he
was? Yes replies the Sultan, make hafte to fet him at
liberty, thatl be no more difturbed with his cries.

The inchantre(s went immediately out of the Palace
of Tears, fhe took a cap of water, and pronounced
words over it which caufed it to boil, as if ithad béen
on the fire. She went afterwards to the hall; to the
inu‘ﬁg king hepbhufband, and threw the water upon

im, faying, ¢If the creator of all things did fm_'m.
¥ thee fo as thoy art at prefent ; or if he be angry wﬁth
¢ thee
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"« thee, don’t change. But if thou art in that condition
< merely by virtue of my inchantments, refume thy na-
¢ tural fhape, and become what thou walt before.” She
had fcarce fpoken thefe words, when the prince, finding
himfelf reftored to his former condition, rofe up freely,
with all imaginable joy, and returned thanks to God.
The inchantrefs then {aid to him, Get thee gone from
this caftle, and never return hereon pain of death. The
yoang king, yielding to neceflity, wentaway from the
inchantrefs, without replying a word ; andretired toa -
remote place, where he immediatelyexpefted the fuccefs
of the defign which the Sultan had begun' fo happily.
Mean while the inchantre(s returned to the Palace of
Tears, and fuppo{in% that fhe fill fpoke to the black,
fays, Dear lover, I have done what you ordered, let
qnothing now hinder you to give me that {atisfaction of -
which I have been deprived {o long.

The Sultan continuaed to counterfeit the lanpuage of
the blacks: That which you have juft now done, faid
‘he, fignifies nothing to my cure, you have only eafed
me of part of my difeafe ; you muft cut it up by the
roots. My lovely black, replies the, What do yeu
mean by the root ? Unfortunate woman, replies the
Sultan, don’t you underftand that I mean the town,
and its inhabitants, and the four iflands, which thou
had deftroyed by thy inchantments? 3

The fithes every night at midnight, raife their heads
out of the pond, and cry for vengeance againft thee
and me. This is the truecaufeof the delay of my cure,
Go fpeedily, reftore things as they were, and at thy re-
turn, I will give thee my hand, and thou fhalt help me
to rile.

The inchantrefs, filled with hopes from thofe words,
eriedout in a tranfport of joy, My heart, My foul,
you fhall foon be reflored to your health, for I will im-
mediately do what you command me. Accordiagly (he
went that moement, and when fhe came to the brink of
the poud, fhe took a little water in ier hand, and fprink-
'lin% it—FHere Scheherazade faw day, aad flopped.

inarzade fays to the Sultanefs, Sifter, I am much re~ - -

joiced to hear that the young king of the four Black-
Aflands was difinchanted, and { already confider the
: E6 town
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sown and the inhabitants, as reftored to their former
fate ; butIlong to know what will become of the
inchantrefs. Have alittle patience, replies the Sulta-
nefs, you fhall have the fatisfattion you defire to-mor-
10w, ifthe Sultan, my lord, will confent to it. Schah-
riar, having refolved on’t already, as was faid before,
Jgofe up, and went about his bufinefs.

The Tawenty-Sewventh Night.

T the ufoal hour, Dinarzade called upon the Sulta-
nefs, thus: Dear fifter, pray tell us what was the
fate of the magician queen, as you promifed us. Upon
which, Scheherazade went on thus: The inchantrefs
had no fooner fprinkled the water, and pronounced fome
words over the fifhes and the pond, but the city was re-
ftored that very minute, The fifhes became men, wo-
men and children; Mahometans, Chriftians, Perfians,
or Jews ; freemen or flaves, as they were before ; every
one having recovered their natural form. ‘The houfes
and fhiops were immediately filled with their inhabitants,
who found all things as they were before the inchant-
ment.. The Scltan’s numerous retinue, who found
themfelves incamped in the largeft fquare, were afto-
nifhed to fee themfelves in an inftant in the middle of
a large, fine, and well:peopled city. |
' Tao return to the inchantrefs : As foon asfhe had made
this wonderful change, fhe returned with all diligence
to the Palace of Tears, that fhe might reap the fruits of
it. My dear lord, cries fhe, as fhe entered, I come to
xejoice with you for the return of your health: I have
done all that you required of me, ‘then pray rife, and
give ine your hand. Come near, fays the Sultan, ftill
counterfeiting the language of the blacks. . She did fo.
You are not near enough, replies he, come nearer. She
obeyed. 'Then he rofe up, and feized her by the arm
{o fuddenly, that fhe had not time to know who it was,
and with a blow of his fcymetar cat her in two, {o that
the one halffell one way, and the other another. - This
being done, he left the carcafeupon the place, and going
ont of the Palace of Tears, he wentto fee the young!
king of the Black-Ifles, who waited for him with a
BT ' great
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great deal of impatience, and when he found him,
Prince, fays he, embracing him, rejoice; you have
nothing to fear now, your cruel enemy is dead.

The young prince returned thanks to the Sultan in
fuch a manner, as fhewed that he was thoroughly fenfible
of the kindnefs that he had done him, and in acknow-
ledgment, withed him a long life and all happinefs.
You may henceforward, fays the Sultan, dwell peaceably
in your capital, except you will go to mine, whichis fo
near, where you fhall be very welcome, and have as
much honour and refpe&® as if you were at home,
Potent monarch, to whom I am fo much indebted, re-
plies the king, you think then, that you are very near
your capital. Yes, fays the Sultan, I know it, itis not
above four or five hours journey. It will take you a

.whole year’s journey, fays the prince. I dobelieve in-
deed, that you came hither from your capital in the
time you {poke of,. becaufe mine was inchanted ; but
fince the inchantment is taken off, things are changed :
However, this thall not hinder me to follow you, were
it to the utmolt corners of the earth. You are my de-
liverer, and that I may give you proofs of my acknow-
ledging this, during my whole.life, I am'willing to
accompany you, and to leave my kingdom without
regret.

The Sultan was extremely furprized to underftand
that he was fo far from his dominions, and could not
imagine how it could be. But the young king of the
Black-Iflands convinced him fo plainly, that he could
no more doubtofit. Then the Sultan replied, It is no
matter, thetrouble that I fhall have to return to my
own country, is fufficiently recompenfed by the fatis-
fa&tion I have had to oblige you, and by acquiring you
for a fon ; for fince you will do me the honour to at-
tend me, and that [ have no child, I look upon you as
one, and from this moment I appoint you my heir and
fucceflor.

The difcourfe between the Sultan and the kingof the
Black-Iflands, concluded with moft affeétionate em-
braces, after which the young prince was totally taken
up in making preparations forhis journey, which were
finithed in three weeks time, to the great regret of his

court
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court and fubjets, who agreed to receive at his hands
one ofihis neareft kindred for king.

At laft the Sultan and young prince began their jour-
ney, with an hundred camels laden with ineftimable
riches from the treafury of the young king followed by
fifty handiome gentlemen on horfeback, perfeétly well
mounted and dreffed. They hada very happy journey ;
and when the Sultan, who had fent couriers to give ad-
vice of his delay, and of the adventure which had ac-
cafioned it, came near his capital, the principal officers
he had left there, came to receive him, and to affure
him that his long abfence had occafioned no alteration
in his empire. ‘The inhabitants cameout alfo in great
crowds, received him with mighty acclamations, and
made publick rejoicings for (everal days.

Next day after his arrival, the Sultan gave all his
courtiers a very ample account of all things, which,
contrary to his expeftation, had detained him fo long.
He acquainted them with his having adopted the
king of the Four Black.Iflands, who was willing to
leavea great kingdom, to accompany and live with
him; and, in fhort, as .an acknowledgment of their
loyz::l:y, be: rewarded each of them according to their
ranik.

And for the filherman, as he was the firlt canfe of the
deliverance of the young prince, theSullan gave him a
plentiful eftate, which made him and his family happy
the reft-of his days. ,

* "Here Scheherazade made an end of the flory -of the
filkerman and the Genie. Dinarzade fignified, that fhe
had takena great deal of pleafure’in it; and Schahriar

~ having faid the fame thing, the Sultanelstold 'em, that
fhe knew another which was much finér ; andif the Sul.
tan would give her leave, fhe would tell it them next
morning, for day began to appear. Schabriar bethink- -

~ ing himfelf, that he had granted the Sultanefs a month’s
reprieve, and being curious moreover to know if this
new ftory would be as agreeable as flie promifed, got
up, with a defire to hear at next night,

9"6_:
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= ol The Tuwentyesighth Night.

Inarzade, according toicuftom,’ did not forget to

call the Sultanefs when it wastime. Madam, fays
fhe, I know not what’s the matter with me, but I know
very well, that one®of the flories which you tell o
agreeably, would be a grear relief againftthat melan-'
choly, which eats me vp. Scheherazade, without an-
fwering her, began immediately, and told the Sultan!
the following ftory. . 5

The Story of the Three Calenders, Sons of Kings; and of!
= the Five Ladies of Bagdad.

IR, faid fhe, inthe reign of Caliph Haroun Alrafs
v ) chid, there was at Bagdad, the place of his refi-
dence, a porter, who, notwithftanding his mean and
laborious bufinefs, was a fellow of wit and good humour.
One morning as he was at the place where he ufually
plyed, with a great balket, waiting for employment, a
-young hand{ome lady, covered with a-great muflin veil,
came to him, and f{aid with a pleafant air, 'Hark ye;
porter, take your bafket to follow me. The porter,
“charmed with thofe few words, prononnced in fo ugree-

able a manner, took his bafket immediately, fet it on’
his head, and followed the ladj, faying, ¢ O happy

* day, a day of good luck.’ gt
The lady flopped prefently before a gate that was fhat,
and knocked : a chriftian, with a venerable; long white
beard, opened the gate, and fhe put money into his
hand, without fpeaking one word ; but the chriftian,
who knew what fhé wanted, went in, and in a little
time after, brought a large jag of excellent wine. Take
this jug, fays the lady to the porter, and put it in your'
baftket. This being-done, {he commanded him to fol-
low her, and as fhe went on, the porter fays ftill, < O
< happy day! This is a day of agreeable furprize and
« joy.’ : _
The lady flopped at a fruit-fhop, where fhe bonght
feveral dorts of apples, apricots, peaches, quinces,
lemons, citrons, oranges, myrtles, fveet bafil, lilies,
. jeflamin,
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jeflamin; and fome other forts of flowers and plants that
fmell weil ; the bid the porter put all into his bafker,
and follow her. Asfhe went by a butcher’s ftall, fhe
made him weigh her twenty-five pounds of his beft
meat ; which fhe ordered the porter to put alfo into his
bafket.

At another fhop, fhe took capers, cucambers, and
other herbs preferved in vinegar: At another thop, fhe
bought piftachios, walnuts, {mall nats, almonds, ker-
nels or pine-apples, and fuch other fruits; and at ano-
ther, fhe bought all forts of confections. When the por-
ter had put all thofe things intohis bafket, and perceived
that it grew full, My good lady, fays he, you ought to
have given me notice that you had fo much provifion to
carry, and then I would have got a horfe, or rather a
camel, to have carried them; for if you buy ever fo
little more, I .hall not be able to carry it. The lady
laughed at the fellow’s pleafant humour, and ordered
him ftill to follow her,

_Then fhe wentto adruggift, where the furnithed her-
felf with all manner of fweet-fcented waters, cloves,
mufk, pepper; ginger, and a great peice of ambergris,
and feveral other: Indian {pices; this quite filled the:
porter’s bafket, and. the ordered him to follow her.
"They walked till they came to a magnificent houfe,
whofe front was adorned with fine columns, and which
had a gate ofivory.. There they ftopped,.and the lady
knocked foftly. — Here Scheherazade perceiving day,
broke off. -

I muft own, Sifter, fays Dinarzade, the beginning
of this flory has a great deal of curiofity, I fancy the
Sultan will not deprive himfelf of the pleafure of hear-.
ing the reft of it; and - indeed Schahriar was fo far
from ordering the Sultanefs to be put to death, that he

longed impatiently for next night, to know what paffed
in the fine houfe.

_ The Taventy-ninth Night.
DInarzade being awake before day, addrefled the
Sultanefs thus: Sifter, if you be awake, I would
pray you to continue the hiftory you began yefterday ;
and Scheherazade went on yith it thus; :

While
o ‘
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While the young lady and the porter ftaid for the
epening of IKG gate, the porter had a thoufand
thoughts; he wondered that{ucha fine lady fhould come
abroad to buy provifions; he concluded fhe could not
be a flave, her air was too noble for that, and therefore
he thought fhe muft needs be a woman of quality. Juft
as he was about to afk her fome queftions upon that
head, another lady came to open the gate, and appear-
ed fo beautiful to himn, that he was perfe&ily furprized,
or rather {o much ftruck with her charms, that he was
like to have let his bafket fall, for he had never feen
any beauty that came near her.

The lady who brought the porter with her, perceiving
his diforder, and what occafioned it, diverted herfelf
with it, and took fo much pleafure to examine his looks,
that fhe forgot the gate was open’d. Upon this the
beautiful lady fays to her, Pray, Sifter, come in, what
do you ftay for # Dow’t you fee this poor man fo heavy
laden, that he is fcarce able to ﬂan:Funder it ? !

When fhe enter’d with the porter, the lady who
opened the gate fhut it, and all three, after having gone
through a very fine porch, came into a {pacious court,
encompafled with an open gallery, which had a commu-
nication with feveral apartments on a floor, and extra.
ordinarily magnificent. There was at the farther end
of the court a fofa richly adorned, with a throne of
amber in the middle of it, fupported by four columns
of ebeny, enriched with diamonds and pearls of an
extraordinary fize, and covered with ‘red {attin em-
broidered with Indian gold of admirable workmanthip.
In the middle of the court there was a great fountain,
faced with white marble, and full of clear water, which
fell into it abundantly out of the mouth of a lion of
brafs. . ]

The porter, though heavy laden, could not but admire
the magnificence of this houfe, and the excellent order
that every thing was placed in; but that which particu.
larly captivated his attention, was a third lady, who
feemed to be a greater beauty than the fecond, and was
fet upon the throne jult now mentioned ; the came down
from it, as foon as fhe faw the two former ladies, and
advanced towards them : he judged by the refpedtwhich

3 . the
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the others thewed: hrer, that fhe was the chief, in which
he was not mifkaken.  ‘Fhis lady was called Zobeide,
fhe who openedithe gate was called Safie, and Amine
was the name. of her who went out to buy the pro- -
vifions. 1
. Zobeide fays to the two ladies, when flie came to
them, Siflers, don’t youfee that this honeft man islike
to fink under his barden, why don’t you eafe him of it ?
"Lhen Amine and Safic took 16 the blket, the one before
and the other behind, and Zobeide alfo lent her hand,
and all three' toxether fet it on the ground; then
emptyed it; and when they had done, the beantiful
Amine took out money, and paid the porter liberally.—
Day-light appearing, Schicheravade was obliged to keep
filence ; buv Schahriar havinga great defire to hear the
reft of the ftory, he ordercd the Sultanels to go on with
it next night. i ] ;

The Thirtieth Nights'

- M T EXT morning Dinarzade being awaked by her

N impatience to hear the refl of the ftory, fays to
the Sultanefs, For the fake of heaven, fifter, ifyou be
not afleep, give us an aceount what the ladies did with
the provifions brought by Amine. You fhall quickly
hear it, fays Scheherazade, if you liften to my flory,
which fhe refumed as follows » ;

The porter, very well fatisfied with the money he
had received, was to have taken up his bafket, and be
gone; but he could not tell how to think on’t. Do
what he could, he found himfelf ftopped by the pleafure
of feeing three fuch Dbeauties, who appeared to him
equally charming ; for Amine having now laid afide
her veil, was as handfome as either of them. That
which furprized im moft was, that he {aw never a man
- about the houfe, yet moft of the provifions he brought
in, as the dry fruits, and the feveral forts of cakes and
confe&tions, were fit chiefly for thofe who could drink
and make merry.

Zobeide thought at firfk, that the porter ftaid only to
take his breath, but perceiving that he ftaid too long,
What d’ye wair for, fays fhe, are you not well enough

paid?
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paid? And turning ‘to Amine, fays, Sifter, give him-
fomething more, that he may depart fatisfied. Madam,
replies the porter, it ivnot that which ftays me, Tam
aver and above paid ; I am feniible that { am unman-
nierly to ftay longer than'T ought, but 1 hope you will
be fo good as to parden me, if I tell you, that I amv
aftonithed tofee that there’s no man with three ladies
of fuch extraordinary beaoty; and you know that'a,
company of women without nien, is as melancholy a
thing as a company of men without-women. To this
lie added feveral otlier pleafant things, to prove what
hefaid, and did not forger the Bagdad proverb, ¢ That
« one is never well at table, except there be four in
¢ company > and fo concluded, that fince they were
but three, they had meed of a fourth, .

The ladies fcll- a laughing at the porter’s difcourfe 3

after which, Zobeide {ays to him very gravely, Friend,
ovare alittletoo bold, and though you don’tdefervethar
fhould enter into particulars with you, yet I am wil~
lifig ta tell you, that we are three fifters, who do our
bufiuefs fo fecretly, that nobody' knows any thing of
it.. We have’ toe great reafon te be cautious of ac<
quainting indifereet perfons with it; and a good author
that we haveread, fays, ¢ Keep your fecret, and doa’t
reveal it to any body. He that reveals it is'no longer
mafter of it. 1f your owi' breaft cannot keep your
fecret, how do you think that another perfon will
keep it ¥’ :
My ladies, replies the porter, by your very air, [
judged at firlt that you were perfons of extraordinary
merit, and | conceive that Iam not miftaken 5 thoughfor-
tone has not given me wealth enough to raife me above
my mean profeflion, yet I have not failed to cultivate
my mind as much as' 1 could, by reading books of
fcience and hiftery; and allow me, il you pleafe, to
tell you, that I have alfo read in another author, a
maxim which I have -always happily praltifed : <« We
do not conceal our fecrets, fays he, but from {fuch per-
fons as are known to all the world to want difcretion,
and would abufe the confidence we put in them; but
we make no feruple to difcover them to prudent perfons,
becaufe we know they can keep them A fecret with
me
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" meis as fure as if it were in a clofet, whofe key is loft,
and the door fealed up,

. Zobeide perceiving that the porter did not want fenfe,
but conceiving that he had a mind to have a fhare in
their treat, fhe replies to him, fmiling, You know that
we are about to have a treat, and you know alfo that
we have been at a_confiderable expence and it is not
jult that you fhould have a fhare of ir, without contri-
buting towards it. The beautiful Safie feconded her fifter,
and {ays to the porter, Friend, have you never heard
that which is commonly faid, ¢ If youbring any thing
¢ with you, you fhall be welcome; but i% you bring
‘ mothing, you muft get you gone with nothing ?’

. The porter, notwithitanding his rhetorick, muft, in
all probability, have retired in confufion, if Amine had
not taken his part, and faid to Zobeide and Safie, My
dear fifters, 1 conjure yonm to let him ftay with us; [
need not tell you that he will divert us, you fee well
enough he is capable of that: I muft needs tell you,
that without he had been very willing, as well as nim-
ble, and hardy enough to follow me, I could not have
done fo much {auﬁnefs'in {fo little time ; befides, fhould

Irepeat to you all the obliging expreflions he made to
me by the way, you would not be furprized at my
protecting him, :

At thefe words of Amine, the porter was fo much
tranfported with joy, that he fell on his knees, kiffed
the ground at the feet of that charming perfon, and
raifing himlfelf up, fays, Moft beautiful lady, you began
my good fortune to day, and now you complete it by
this generous action ; 1 cannot enough teftify my ace
knowledgment for it. - As to what remains, my ladies,
fays he,-addrefling himfelf to all the three fifters, fince
you do me f{o great honour, don’t think that I will
abufeit, or look upon myfelf as a perfon that deferves
it.  No, [ fhall always look npon myfelf as one of your
moft humble flaves. When he had fpoken thefe words,
he would have returned the money he had received, but
the grave Zobeide ordered him to keepit, ‘That which
‘we have once given, fays he, to reward thofe whao
have ferved usywe never take again.—Here day began
10 dawn,_whi:ﬁ"gut Scheherazade to filence. :

Dinarzade
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Dinarzade, wholiftened with a great deal of atten-
tion, was much troubled at it, but had this comfort
however, that the Sultan, who was as curious as (he to
know what pafled betwixt the three beaptiful ladies
and the porter, ordered the Sultanefs to go on with the
reft of the fiory next niglit, and rofe up to go about
his bufinefs. ; :

The Thirty-firft Night,

THE next morning Dinarzade did not fail to
awaken the Sultanefs at the ordinary time, and
faid, Dear fifter, if you are not afleep, I would pray
you (until break of day, which is near at hand) to go
on with that agreeable ftory you began. Upon which,
Scheherazade addrefled the Sultan thus: Sir, with yoar
leave, I am willing to fatisfy my filter’s curiofity ; and
at the fametime went on with the flory of the Three
Calenders, a fort of mahometan monks.

*  Zobeide would not take baci . the money from the
pogter, but faid, My friend, in.confenting that you ftay
with us, I muft forewarn you, that it is not only on
condition that you keep fecret what we have required
you, but allo that youobferve exactly the rules of good
manners and civility. In the mean time the charming
mine put off the apparel flie went abroad with, put
on her night gown that fhe might be more eafy, and
covered the table, which fhe furnithed with feveral forts
of meat, and upon a fideboard fhe fet bottles of wine
and cups of gold. Socon after the: ladies took their
places, and made the porter fit down by them, who was
overjoyed to fee himfelf at a table with three fuch ad-
mirable beauties, After they.had eat a little, Amine,
who fat next the fideboard, took up a bottle and a cap,
filled out wine; and drank firit ierfelf, according to.the
cuftom of the Arabians, then fhe filled the cup to her
fifters, who drank in courfe as they f{at; and ac laft fhe
filled it, the fourth time, to the porter, who, as he re-
ceived it, kifled Amine’s hand; and before he drank,
fung a {ong to this purpofe : That as the wind brings
along with it the fweer fcents of the perfumed places
through which it pafles, fo thewine he was going to frink,
: coming
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coming from herfair'hands, received a more exquifite
_tatte than what it had of it’s own nature. This fong
plealed the ladiesto much, that each of them fung an-
other in theirtarn. ' /In fhort, they were extraordinary
merry all'thetime of dinner,whichlafted a'long while,
and nothing waswanting that could make it agreeable,
The day being almoft fpent, Safie {poke in'the names
of the three ladies, and fays to the porter, Arife, and
begone ; ’tis time for-you o depart, - Bat the porter,
. not willing to leave f{o good company, cried, Alas!
tadies, whither do youa command me to'gain the con-
dition Fam in'? I'am quite befide myfelf, by what I
have feen fince ‘T came hither, ‘and having alfo'drank
above my ordinary, 1 fhall neverfind ‘the way home 3
allow ‘me this -night to recover myfelf, in any place
where you ‘pleafe, for no lefs time is neceffary for me
to come to myfelf; but go when/L will, 71 fhall leave
the beft part of myfelf behind me.
 Amine pleaded the fecond time for the porter, {ay-
ing, ‘Sifters, he is in' the right, 'I-am'pleafed with the
requeft, he havingalready diverted us fowell 5 and, if
you’ll take my dcvice, or if you love me as much as I
think youdo, let ‘us keep him, to pals away the re-
maining part of thenight. Siiter, anfwered Zobeide,
we can refufe ‘you nothing; and then turning to the
porter, faid, We are willing once more to grant your
requelt, but upon this new condition, that whatever
sve do in your prefence, relating to ourfelves, or any
‘thing elfe, take heed you do’not once open your mouth
to-afk the reafon ‘of it ; forif you afk queltions about
that which does not belong to'you, you may come to
know that which will be no way pleafing to you'; be-
avare therefore, and do not be too curious to dive inte
.the motives of our a&ions.

Madam, replies the porter, I promife to obferve this
condition with fuch exaétnefs, that you fhall have no
caufe to repreaah-me-with breaking ofit; and far lefs to
punifh my indifcretion 5 ‘'my tongoe fhall be immove-
able on this occafion, and my eye like a looking-gla's,
which retains nothing of the objeét that is fet before it.
And to hew you, fays Zobeide with a ferious counte-
nance, that what we demand of you is not a new. thing

among
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~gmong s, rife up'and vead 'what is ‘written over our
gateon the infide. | 5. Frh
The porter werit thither andread thiefe worlls, writ-
‘ten in large echarafters of gold: ¥ He who fpeaks of
¢ thingsthat'don’t ‘concern him, fliall “hear of ‘things
¢ that won”t-pleafe hiin.” Retarming again to'the three
fifters, “Ladies, fays ‘he, I'give'you my oath, thatyou
fhall never hear ime fpeak any thing -which-/doés ‘not
“contein nie, orwhdréin’'you may haveany concern,
This agreement-being made, Amine broughtin fap.
‘pery and aftér the room was {ét round-with tapers, that
were mixed 'with aloes'and ‘ambergris, which'gave'a
moftagreeable fcent, as well asa'delicate light, [he fat
down at table with herfilters ‘and the porter. "They
began again‘to eat and drink, fing, and repeat verfes,
The ladies'took pleafure to fuddie the porter, under
pretext of caufing him todrink their healths,'and abun-
dance of 'witty {featénces pafied on both fides. 'Tnihort,
as-they were all'in the béft humourin the workd, they
heard one ‘knocking ‘at’the gate.—~Scheherazade ‘was
“obliged to ‘ftop ‘here, becaute fhe vbferved day-light
appearing.,
The Sulran not doubting the fequel of this hiftory
tdefervéd to be heard, put it off till the day fbllowing,
nd o aroie.

The Thirty-fecond Night,

T VHE next night being almoft at an‘end, Dinar.
I zade called to the Sultanefs ; For heaven’s fake,
“filter, if you are awake, Jet me pray you ‘to continde
“the ftory of the three fair ladies; | ‘am-very impatient
i Jllknow who-it was that knocked at their gate. ‘You
fhall ‘hear it immediately, faid fhe, I am fore that
-what ['am now going to relate isworthy of my lord the

Sultan’s attention.
When the ladies; faid fhe, heard the knocking, they
all: three got up to open the gate ; but Safie, to whom
" this office did particularly belong, was the nimbleft ;
which'her other two fifters perceiving, {at down till fhe
came back, to acquaint them who it coald be that had
any bufinels with them fo late. ~Safie returning, faid,
- "Sifters,

3
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Sifters, we have here a very fine opportunity to pafs a
good part of the night with much fatisfation, and if
you be of the fame mind with me, we fhall not let it
{lip. There are three Calenders at our gate, at leaft
-they aprear to be fuch by their habit; but that which
you wiil moft admire at is, they are all three blind of
the right eye, and have their heads, beards, and eye-
brows thaved, and, as they fay, are but juft come to
Bagdad, where they never were before; and it being
night, and not knowing where to find any lodging,
they happened by chance to. knock at this gate, and
pray us, for the Iove of heaven, to hdve compaffion on
them, and receive them into the houfe ; they care not.
what place we put them in, provided they may be un-
der fhelter; they would be fatisfied with a ftable ; they
are young and handfome enough, and feem alfo to be &3
men of good fenfe ; but I cannot without laughing,
think of their pleafant and uniform figure. Here Safie
fell a laughing fo heartily, that it put the two fifters
and the porter into the fame mood. My dear fifter, fays
the, are you content that they comein, it is impoflible
but with fuch perfons as I have already deferibed them
to be, we:fhall finifh the day better than we began it ;
they will afford us diverfion enough, and put us to
no charge, becaufe they defire fhelteronly forthis night,
and refolve to leave us as foon as day appears.
Zobeide and Amine made fome difficuity to grant
Safie’s requeft, for reafons they knew well enough.
But fhe having {o great a defire to obtain this favour,
they cculd not refule her ; Go then, fays Zobeide, and
bring them in, but don’t forget to acquaint them
that they muit not {peak of any thing which does not
concern them, and caufe them to read what is written
over the gate. Safie ran out with a great deal of joy,
- and in alittle time after rerurned with the three Ca-
lenders in her company.

At their enfrance they made a profound bow to the
ladies, who rofe up to receive them, told them moft
obligingly that they were very welcome, that they were
glad to have met with an opportunity to oblige them,
and to contribute towards relieving them from the fa-
tigue of their journey, and at laft irvited them to fit
down with them.

: The-
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The magnificence of the place, and the civility of the
ladies, made the Calenders to conceive a mighty idea of
their fine landladies : But, before they fat down, having
by chance caft their eyes upon the perter, whom they
faw clad almoft like one of thofe other Calenders, with
whom they are in controverfy about feveral points of
difcipline, becaufe they never fhave their beards, nor
eye-brows; one of them faid, Look here, 1 believe we
have got one of our revolted Arabian brethren.

The porter being half afleep, and having his head
pretty warm with wine, was affronted at thefe words,
and with a fierce look, without ftirring from hi3’ place,
anfwered, Sit you down, and don’t meddle with what
does not concern you: Have you not read the infcrip-
tion over the gate ? Do not pretend to make people live

. after your fathion, but follow ours.

Honeft man, fays the Calender, do not put yourfelf
in a paflion; we fhould be very forry to give you the
leaft occafion, but on the contrary, we are ready to
receive your commands. Upon which, to avoid all
quarrels, the ladies interpofed, and pacified them.
When the Calenders'were {et at table, the ladies ferved
them with meat ; and Safie, being almoft pleafed with
them, did not let them want for drink.

Scheherazade ftopt her difcourfe, becaufe fhe faw day
appear, and the Sultan got up to follow his affairs, and
promifed to hear the reit of the ftory next day ; for he
had a great defire to know why thefe three Calenders
were blind, and all three of the fame eye,

The Thirty-third Night,

N hour before day, Dinarzade being awake, faid

to the Sultanefs, Dear fifter, pray let me know

what paffed between theladies and the Calenders, With

all my heart, replied Scheherazade, and continued her
flory in the manner following :

After the Calendershad eat and drank liberally, they
fignified to the ladies, that they had a great deiire te
entertain them with a concert of mufick, if they had
any inftruments in the houfe, and would caufe them to
be brought *em : They willingly accepted the proffer,

Vor. I, F awd
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and fair Safie going to fetch them, retarned again ina
mgment, and prefented them ‘with a flute of her own
country fafhion, another of the Perfian fort, and a rabor.

' .. Each man tock the inftrument he liked, and all three

together began to play a tane.  The ladies, who knew
the words of a merry fong that fuited the air, joined the
coneert with their voices; but the words of the fong
made them now and then ftop, and fall into exceflive
langhter. )

At the height of this diverfion, and when the com-
pany was in the midft oftheir jollity, fomebody knocks
at the gate; Bafie left off finging, and went to fee
who it was. But, Sir, fays Scheherazade to the Sultan,
is it fit your majefty fhould know why this knocking
happened fo late at the ladies houfe, and the reafon was
thus : The Caliph Haroun Alrafchid was accaltomed to
walk abroad in difguife very often by night, that he
might fee with his own eyes, if etery thing was quiet
in the city, and that no dilorderswere committed in it.
’ This night the caliph went out pretty early on his
rambles, accompanied with Giafar his grand vizier,
and Mefrour the chief of the eunuchs of his palace, all
difguifed in merchants habits ; and paffing-through the
fireet where the three-ladies dwelt, he heard the found
of the mufick and great fits of laughter ; ‘upon which
he commanded the vizier to knock, becauie he would
‘go-in, to know the reafon of that jollity. The vizier,
told him in vain, that it was fome women a merry-
rnaking, that without queftion their heads were warm
with wine, and that it woyld not be proper he fhonld
expofe himfelf to be affronted by them : Befides, it was
not yet an unlawful hour, and therefore he ought not
to difturb them in their mirth.  No matter, faid the
caliph, I command you to knock. So it was the grand
vizier Giafar that knocked at the ladies gate by the
caliph’s order, becaufe he himfelf would not be known.
Safie opened the gate, and the vizier perceiving by
the light that fhe held in her hand, that fhe was an
incomparable beauty, he aéted his part very well, and
with a very low bow and refpeétful behaviour, told
her, Madam, we are three merchants of Moiloul, that
wrrived about ten days ago with rich merchandhi-_zccﬁ

Will
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whichwe have in awarehoufe 2t a khan [or inn] where
we have alfo our lodging. Wehappened this day tq be
with a merchantof this city, who invited us to a treat
at hishoufe, where we had a {plendid entertainment:
and the wine having put us in humour, he fent for a
company of dancers. Night being come on, and the
mufick and dancers making a great. noife, the watch
came by in the mean time, canled the gate to be opened,
and fome of the company to be taken up; but we had
the good fortune to elcape by getting over a wall.
Now, faith the vizier, being ftrangers, and fomewhat
overcome with wine, we are afraid of meeting another,
and perhaps the fame watch, before we get home to
our khan, which lies a good way from hence. Befides,
when we come there, the gates will be fhut, and not
opened till moraing: Wherefore, Madam, hearing, as
we paft by this way, the found of mufick, we fuppofed
you werenot yet going to reft, and made hold to knock
at your gate, to beg the favour of lodging: ourfelves in
the houfe ¢ill motaing, and if you think us worthy of
your good company, we will endeavour to contribute
to your diverfion what lies in our power, to make f{onse
amends for the interruption we have given you ; if not,
we only beg the favour of ftaying this night under your

orch, =

Whil@t Giafar held this difcourfe, fair Safie had time
ta cblerve the vizier, and his two companions, wha
were {aid to be merchants like himfelf, and told them
that fhe was not miftrefs of the houfe; but if they

-would have a minute's patience, fhe would return with
n anfwer. :

Safie acquainted her fifters with the matter, who con-
fidered for fome time what to.conclude upon : . But being
naturally of a good difpofition, and having granted
the fame favour to the three Calenders, they at laft
confented to let them in, Scheherazade intending to
continue her ftory, faw day-light appear, whichmade her
break off'; but the guality of theie new a&lors which
the Sultaaefs had brought upon the flage, whetted the
curivfity of Schahriar; who locking for fome fingular
event, expefied the next night with impatienge,

Fz 3 The
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The Thirty-fourth Night.

Inarzade, being as curious as the Sultan to know

what the arrival of the caliph at the houfe of thofe

three ladies might produce, did not forget to awaken the

Sultanefs very earl};r next morning, and prayed her ear-

neftly torefume the ftory of the Calenders ; which Sche-

herazade, with leave of the Sultan, purfued in the fol-
lowing manner :

The caliph, his grand vizier, and the chief of the eu-
nuchs, being introcﬁ:ced by the fair Safie, very courte-
oufly faluted the ladies and the Calenders : The ladies re-
turned them the like civilities, fuppofing them ‘to be
merchants, Zobeide, as the chief, fays to them with
a grave and ferious countenance, which was natural to
her, ¢ You are welcome.’ But before I proceed farther,
I hope you will not take it ill if we defire one favour of
you. Alas! faid the vizier, What favour? We can re-
fufe nothing to fuch fair ladies. Zobeide replied, < Itis,
¢ that youwould only have eyes, butno tongues; that
¢ you put no queftion to us about the reafon of any
¢ thing you may happen to fee, and not to {peak of any
¢ thing that does not concern you, left you come to
¢ hear of things that will by no means pleafe you.’

Madam, replied the vizier, you fhzll be obeyed.
We are not cenforious, nor impertinently curious 3
"tis enough for us to take notice of that which con-
cerns us, without meddling with that which does not
belong to us. Upon this they all fat down, and the
company being united, they drank to the health of the
new comers.

While the vizier Giafar entertained the ladies in dif-
courfe, the caliph could not forbear to admire their
extraordinary beauty, graceful behaviour, pleafant hu-
mours, and ready wit ; on the other hand, nothing was
more furprizing to him than the Calenders being all
three blind of the right eye. He would gladly have
been informed of this fingularity ; but the conditions
fo lately impofed upon himfelf and his companions,
would not allow him to fpeak. This, with the richnefs
of the furniture, the exa® order of every thing, and

neatnefs

.
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neatnefs of the houfe, made him to think it was fome
inchanted place,

Their entertainment happening to be upon diver-
tifements, and different ways of making merry, the
Calenders arofe, and danced after their tathion, which
augmented the good opinion the ladies had conceived
of them, and procured them the efteem of the caliph
and his companions. _

Wiien the three Calenders had made an end of their
dance, Zobeide arofe, and taking Amine by the hang,
faid, Pray, filler, rife up, for the company will not take
it ill if we ufe our freedom, and their prefence need not
to hinder our performance of what we are wont to do.
Amine, by underftanding her fifter’s meaning, rofe up
from her feat, carried away the dithes, the table, the
flalks and cups, together with the inftruments_ which
the Calenders had played upon.

Safie, was not idle, but {wept the room, put every
thing again in its place, {nuffed the candles, and put
frefh aloes and ambergris to them, and then prayed
the three Calenders to fit down upon the fofa on one
fide, and the caliph with his companions on the other:
As to the porter, {he fays to him, get up and prepare
yourfelf to ferve in what we are _%oing about; a man
like you, that is one of the family, ought not to be
idle. The porter, being fomewhat recovered from his
wine, gets up immediately, and having tied the fleeve
of his gown to his belt, anfwers, here am I, ready to
obey your commands in any thing, That’s very well,-
replied Safie, ftay till you are fpoke to, you fhall not
be idle very long. A little time after, Amine came
in with a chair, which the placed in the middle of the
room ; and fo went to a clofet, which having opened,
fhe beckoned to the porter, and fays to him, Come hi.
ther and help me; which he obeying, eatered the clofet,
and returned immediately, leading two black bitches,
with each of them a collar and chain ; they looked as
if they had been feverely whipped with rods, and he
brought them into the middlz of the room,

Then Zobeide rifing from her feat between the Ca-
lenders and the caliph, marched very gravely towards
the porter, Come on, fays the, with a_ great figh, let,

A B us
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us perform our duty ; then tucking up her fleeves above
her elbows, and receivipg a rod from Safie, Porter,
{zid the, deliver one of the birches to my fifter Amine,
and came to me with the other.
~ 'The porter did as he was commanded ; the bitch that
he held in his hand began to cry, and turning towards
Zobeide, held her head up in a begging poftare ; but
Zobeide having no regard to the fad countenance of the
bitch (which would have moved pity) nor her cries
(that founded thro’ all the houfe) whipped her with the
rod, till fhe was out of breath ; and having fpent her
ftrength, that fhe could ftrike no more, fhe threw down
the red and taking thechain from the poster, lifted up
the bitch by her paws, and looking upon her with a fad
and pitifal countenance, they both wept: After which,
Zobeide, with her handkerchief wiped the tears from
the bitch’s eye, kiffed her, recurned the chain to the
orter, bid him carry her to the place whence he took
{:cr; and bring her the other. 'The porter led back the
whipped bitch tothe clofet, and receiving the other from
Athine, prefented her to Zobeide, who bid the porter
hold her as he did the firft, took up the rod, and
tréated her after the (amhe manner ; and when fhe had
wept over her, dried her eyes, and kiffed her, returned
.her to'the porter: But lovely Amine fpared him the
-trouble of leading her back into the clofet, and did
it‘herfelf. ' The three Calenders and the caliph, with
- his companions, were extremely furprized at this exe-
cation, and couldnot comprehend why Zcbeide, after
having fo futionfly whipped thofe two bitches, that by
tire muffelman religion areé reckoned unclean animals,
fhould cry with them, wipe off their tears, and kifs
them; they mittered among themfelves, and the ca-
liph, who being more impazient than the reflt, longed
exceedingly to be informed of the caufe of fo firange
an aflion, and could not forbear muling figns to the
vizier to afk the queftion 3 the vizier turned his head
another way ; but being preffed by repeated figns he
anfwered by others, that it was not yer time for the
caliph to fatisfy his curiofity,
Zobeide fat flill fome time in the middle of the room,
where fhe had whipped the two bitches, to recover hfeli}
e
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felf of the fatigue; and fair Safie called to her, Dear
fifter, will you not be plealed to return to your place,
that I may alfo aé my part? Yes, fifter, replies Z o~
beide, and then went, and fat down upon the fofa,
having the Caliph, Giafar, and Mefrour on her right
hand, and the three Calenders, with the porter, on her
left. .~ '

* Here, fays Scheherazade te the Sultan, Sir, what has
been hitherto told your majefty, maft, without doubt,
appearvery ftrange ; but what yet remains is more won-
derful 3 and I am perfuaded your majefty will think fo,
if you will be pleafed to give me leave 1o finifh the
flory mext night ; the Sultan agreed to it, and got up
becaufe it was day. _

The Thirty-fifth Night.

Inarzade was no fooner awake next morning, but
D the called, Sifter, if youare not afleep, pray-con-
tinue the fine ftory of the three fifters. The -Sultanefs
remembering where fhe left off, addreffed her fpeech
to the Sultan, and went on as follows: ‘Sir, after Zo-
beide fat down, the whole company was filent for a
while ; at laft Safie fitting on a chair in the middle of
the room, {poke to her fiter Amine, Dear fifter, I con-
jure you to rife up, you know well enough what I
would fay; Amine rofe, and went into another clofet,
near to that where the bitches were, and brought out &
cafe covered with yellow fatin, richly embroidered
with gold, and green filk ; fhe came near Safie ;and
opened the cafe, from whence fhe took alute, and pres
fented ber: and after fome time {pent in tuning it,
Safie began to play, and accompanying-it with her
voice, fhe fung a fong about the torments that abfence
ereates to lovers, with {o much fvectnefs, that it
charmed the caliph, and all the company. Having
fung with a great deal of paffion and aétion, fhe faid to
lovely . Amine, pray take irt, fiter, for I can do no
amore, iuy voice fails me; oblige the company with a
tune, and a fongin my room. Very willingly, replied
Amine, wio taking the lute from her fiter Safie, fat
down in her place,

Fs Amine,
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Amine, after fome fmall trial, to fee whether the
inftrument was in tune, played and fung almott as long
upon the fame fubje&t, but with fo much vehemency,
and was fo much affe&ed, orrather tranfported, by the
words of the fong, that her firength failed her as fhe
made an end of it.

Zbeide, willing to teftify her fatisfaion,faid,Sifter,
you have done wonders, and we may eafily fee that you
have a feeling of the grief you have exprefled fo much
to the life. Amine was prevented from anfwering this
civility, her heart being fo fenfibly touched at the
fame moment, that fhe was obliged, for air, to uncover
her neck and breaft, which did not appear fo fair as
might have been expected from fuch a lady as fhe ; but
on the contrary, blackand full of fcars, which frighted
all the fpe&ators, However, this gave her no eafe,
but fhe fell into a fit.—Here Scheherazade ftopped, fay-
ing, Sir, I had almoft forgot that it is day. With
this fhe ended her difcourfe, and the Sultan arofe from
bed. And tho’ this prince had not refolved to defer

the death of the Sultanefs, he could not, at this time,
have refolved to take away her life; his curiofity was
fo great to hear out the ftory, which had fo many un-
heard of events,

The Thirty-8ixth Night,

Inarzade awaked her fifter as formerly, faying,

Dear fifter, I pray you to continue the ftory of

the ladies and the Calenders : upon which fhe refumed
her difcourfe in the manner following :

When Zobeide and Safie ran to help their fifter,
one of the Calenders could not forbear to fay, we had
better have flept in the ftreets than have come hither,
had we thought t6 haye feen fuch fpeftacles, The ca-
liph, who heard this, came to him and the other
Calenders, and afke them what wight be the meaning
of all this? They anfvered, Sir, we know no more than
you do. What, fays the caliph, are you notof the fa-
mily ? Norcan you refolve us concerning the two black
bitches and the lady that fainted away, and has
been fo bafely abufed? Sir, faid the Calenders, this

1s
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is the firft time that ever we were in the houfe, and.
came in but a few minutes before you. !

This increafed the caliph’s aftonifhment : It may be;:
fays he, this other man that is with you, may. know
fomething of it. One of the Calenders made a fign
for the porter to come near: and atked him, whether
he knew why thofe two black bitches had been whipped,
and why Amine’s bofom was fo fcarred. Sir, faid the
porter, I can fvear by heaven, that if you know no-
thing of all this, I know as little as youdo. ’Tis true, -
1Jive in this city, but I never was in the houfe ’till now,
and if you are furprized to {fee me here, Iam as much to
find myfelfin your company ; and that which increafes
my wonder is, That I have not feen one man with thefe
ladies. : _

The caliph and his company, as well a5 the Calen- °
ders, fuppofed the porter had been one of the family,
and hoped he could inform them of what they defired
to know ; but finding he could not, and refolving to
fatisfy his curiofity, coft what it would, he fays to the
reft, Look ye, we are here feven men, and have but
three women to deal with, let us try if we cag oblige
them to fatisfy us, and if they refufe it by fair means,
we are in a condition to force them to it.

The grand vizier Giafar was againft this method, and -
fhewed the caliph what mightbe the confequenceof it;
but without difcovering the prince to the Calenders,
addrefled him as if he had been a merchant, thus, Sir,
confider, [ pray you, that our reputation lies at ftake.
You know very well spon what conditions thefe ladies
were ready to receive us, and we alfo agreed to them ;
what will they fay of us if we break them:{ We fhall
be ftill more to blame, ifany mifchief befall us, forit

-is not likely that they would demand fuch a promife
of us, ifthey did not know themfelves in a condition
to-make us repent the breaking of it.

Here the vizier took the caliph afide, and whifpered
to him thus: Sir, the night will foon be at an end,
and if your majefty will only be pleafed to have fo much
patience, I will take thefe ladies to-morrow morning,
and bring ’em before your throne, where you may be
informed of all that you defire to know., 'Tho’ this

. ¥ s advice
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advice was very judicious, the caliph reje@ed it, bid
the vizier hold his tongue, and faid, e would not ftay
till then, but would have fatisfation in the matter
prefeatly, -

The next bufinefs was to know who thould carry the
meflage. The caliph endeavoured to prevail withthe
Calenders to fpeak firft; but they excufed themfelves,
and at laf} they agreed that the porter fhould be the
man: And as they were confulting how to word this
fatal -queftion, - Zobeide returned from her fifter Amine,
who was recovered of her fit, drew near them, and
having overheard them fpeaking pretty loud, and
with fome paffion, fays, Gentleman, what is the fubje&
of your difcourfe, what are you difputing about ?

The porter anfivered immediately, Madam, thefe
gentleman pray youto let them underftand wherefore
¥you wept over your two bitches, after you whipped
them fo feverely, and how that lady’s bofom, who lately
fainted away, comesta be fo full of fcars? this is what
1 am ordered toafk in their name.

At thele words, Zobeide locked with a ftern counte-
nance, and turning towards the-caliph and the reft of
the company, Is this true, gentlemen, fays fhe, that you
have given him order to afk me this queftion? All of
them, except the vizier Giafar whofpoke not a word,
anfivered yes. On which fhe told them, in a tone that
fufficiently expreffed her refentment, Before we granted
vou the favour of being received into our houfe, and to
prevent all occafion of trouble from you, becaufe we
are alone, we.did it upon condition that you fhould not
fpeak of any thing that did not concern you, left youm
might come to Near that which would not pleafe you;
and yet after having received and entertained youas well
as poflibly we could, you make no feruple to break

~ your promife. *Tis true, that our eafy temper has oc-
cafioned this, but that fhall not excufe youn, for your
Pproceedings are very unhandfome. As fhe fpoke thefe
words, fhe gave three hard knocks with ker foot, and
“clapping her hands as often together, cryed, Come
quick : Upon this, a door fiew open, and feven ftrong,
flurdy black flaves, with fcymetars in their hands,
rufhed in, every one feized a man, threw him on the
ground,

[
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ground, and dragged him into the middle of the room,
in order to cut off his head, :

We may eafily conceive whata fright the caliphwas
in; he then repented, but too late, that he had not
taken his vizier’s advice. In'the mean time, thisun-
happy prince, Giafar, Mefrour, the porter, and the
Calenders, were upon the point of lefing their lives by
their indifcreet curiofity.  But before they would fisike
the fatal blow, one of the flaves fays to Zobeide, and
her fifters ; High, mighty, and adorable miitrefles, do.
you command us to cut their throats{ Stay, fays Zo-
beide, I muft examine them firfk. * The frightened por-
ter interrupted her thus : In the name of heaven, don’t
make me die for another man'scrime. 1 am innocent,
they are to blame. 'Alas! fays he, crying, How plea-
fantly did wepafs our tiste! thofe blind Calenders are
the caufe of this misforiune ; there’s no itown in the.
world but goes to ruin where-ever thefe inaafpicuous
fellows come. ' Madam, 1 beg you not to deftroy the
innocent with the gui ty, and confider, that it is more
iglorious to pardeon fuch a wretch-as 1, who have no
ways to help myfelf, than to facrifice me to ‘your re-
{entment. . §

Zobeide, notwithftanding her anger, could not but
laugh within herfelf at ‘the porter’s lamentation : But-
without anfwering him, ‘fhe {poke a fecond time tothe
reft ; Anfwer me, fays fhe, and tell me avho you are,
othenwife you fhall not live one moment lénger. I can-
not believe you to be honeft men, nor perfons of authg-
rity or ‘diftin€tion in ‘your own countries:; for if you
were, you would have been more modeft and more’ re-
dpeéttul to'us. - _

The caliph, who was naturally impatiert, was in-
finitely more impatientthanthe reft, to find hislife de-
pend upon the command of a lady julily incenfed 5 bat
he began to copceive {ome hopes, when ke {aw the would
know who théy all were: Forhe imagined fhe would
mottake away his life, whenonce the cameto be in-
formed who he was ; therefore he fpoke with a low voice
1o the vizier, who was fiear him, to declare {peedily who
the was : ‘But the vizier being more prudent; refolved to
fave his mafter’s honour, and not det the world know

: Fo ! the
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the affront he had brought upon himfelf by his own
weaknefs ; and therefore anfivered, We have what we
-deferve, But if he would have fpoke in obedience
to the caliph, Zobeide did not give him time: For
having turned to the Calenders, and feeing them all
three blind with one eye, fhe afked ifthey were brothers,
One of them anfwered, No, madam, no otherwife than
as we are Calenders ; that 1s tofay, as we obferve the
fame rules. Were you born blind of the right eye,
replied fhe? No, Madam, anfwers he, I loft my eye in
" fuch a furprizing adventure, that it would be inftru&tive
to every body were it in writing : After that misfortune
¥ fhaved my beard and eye-brows, and took the habit of
2 Calender, whigh I now wear.

Zobeide afked the other two Calenders the fame
queftion, and had the fame anfiver ; but he' who fpoke
laft added, Madam, to fhew you that we are no com-
mon fellows, and that you may have fome confideration
for us, be pleafed to know, that we are all three fons

- of kings ; and tho’ we never met together till this even-
ing, yet we have had time enough to make that known
to-one another ; and I affure you that the kings from
whom we derive our being, made fome noife in the
world.

At this difcourfe Zobeide affivaged her anger, and
faid to the flaves, give them their liberty a while, bat
ftay here. Thofe who tell us their hiftory, and the
occafion of their coming, do them no hurt, let them
£o where they pleafe, butdo not fpare thofe who refufe
to give us that fatisfa&tion.—Here Scheherazade ftopt,
-and her filence, as well as day-light, giving the Sultan
to know, that it was time for him torife, he got up,
and refolved to hear the reft of the flory next night ;
for he was impatient to know who thefe three one-eyed
Calenders were.

Tbe Thirty-feventh Night.

Tnarzade, who alfo took a great deal of pleafure

to hear the Sultanefs’s ftories, fays to her, about

the clofe of the following night, Dear fifter, if you be

not afleep, I conjure you to go on with the agreeable
flory of the three Calenders, °

¥ Scheherazade
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Scheherazade demanded leave of the Sultan, and
having obtained it; Sir, fays fhe, the three Calenders,
the caliph, the grand vizier Giafar, the eunuch Mefrour,
and the porter, were all in the middle of the hall, {at
upon a foot-carpet in the prefence of the three ladies,
who fat upon a fofa, and the flaves ftood ready to do
whatever their miftrefles fhould command.

The porter, underftanding that he might rid himfelf

of his danger by telling his hiftory, fpoke firlt, and
faid, Madam, you know my hiftory already, and the
occafion of my coming hither; fo that what I have
to fay, will be very fhort. My lady, your fifter there,
called me this morning at the place where I plyed as
“porter, to fee if any body would employ me, that I
might get my bread ; I followed her to a vintner’s, then
to an herb-woman’s, then to one that fold oranges,
lemons, and citrons, then to a grocer’s, next to a con=
feCtioner’s, and adruggift’s, with my bafket upon my
head as full as 1 was able to carry it; then I came hither,
where you had the goodnefs to {uffer me to continue till
now, a favour that 1 fhall never forget. 'This, madam,
is my hiftory,

When the porter had done, Zobeide fays to him,
Go, march, let’s fee you nomore here. Madam, replies
the porter, I beg you to let me ftay; it would not be
juit, after the reit have had the pleafure to hear my hif-
tory, that [ fhould not alfo have the fatisfation to hear
theirs. And having fpoke thus, fat him down at the
end of the fofa, glad to the heart to have efcaped the
danger that had frightened him fo much, After him,
one of the three Calenders direting his fpeech to
Zobeide, as the principal of the three ladies, and the
perfon that commanded him to {peak, began his ftory
thus : s

The Hiftory of the Firft Calender, a King’s Son.

ADAM, in order to inform you how I loft my

right eye, and why I was obliged to pat myfelf

into a Calender’s habit, T muft tell you, that 1 am 2

king’s fon born, the king my father had a brother that

reigned as he did, over a neighbouring kingdom; and
the prince, his fon, and I were almoft of an age.

After
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After 1 had learned my exercifes, and that the king
my father granted me fuch liberty as fuited my dignity,
I went orderly every year to {fee my uncle, at whofe
court 1 diverted myfelf during a month or two, and thea
returned again to my father’s, ‘Thefe{everal journeys
gave occafion of contra@ing averyfirm and particular

_frieadfhip between the prince my coufin, and myfelf.

The laft time T faw him he received me with greater
demonftrations of tendernefs, than he had done at any
time before ; and refolving one dayto give me a treat,
he made great preparations for that purpofe. We con-
tinued a long time at table, and after we had both
fupped very well; Coufin, {ays he, you will hardly be
able to guefs how I have been employed fince your lad
departure from hence, nowabout a year paft. Thave %
had a great many men at work to perfet a defign Thave
in my mind; I have caufed an edificetobe built, which
is now finifhed fo as one may dwell in it: Youn will not
be difpleafed if1 fhew it you, But firft you are to pro-
mife me upon oath, that you will keep my fecret, ac-
cording to the confidence 1 repofein you.

* The love and familiarity that was between us, wounld
not allow me to refufe him any thing, I very readily
4oek the oath required of me: Upon which he fays to
me, Stay here till I retarn, 1 will be with you in amo-
ment ; and accordingly he came with a lady in his hand,
of fingular beauty, and magnificently apparelled : He
did not difcover who fhe was, neither did I think it
was manners in me to make énquiry. We fat down
again with this lady at table, where we continued fome
time, entertaining ourfelves with diiconrfes upon in-
different fubjeéls; and now and then a full glafs to
drink one another’s health. After which the prince
faid, Coufin, we muft lofe no time, therefore pray
oblige me to take this lady along withyou, and conduct

her tofuch a place, where you will fee a tomb newly
built inform of a dome; you will eafily know it, the

gdte isopen, go in there together, and tamry till I come,
which will be veryfpeedily. y '
~Being true to my eath, I'made no farther enquiry,
“but took the lady by the hand, and by the direétions
which the prince ‘my coufin had given me, T -broujglh:
. ; er
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her to the place, by the light of the moon, without
miffing one ftep of the way. We were fearcely got
thither, when we faw the prince following after, car-
rying a little pitcher with water, ahatchet, and a little
bag with plafter.

The hatchet ferved him to break down the empty
fepulchre in the middle of the tomb; he took away
the flones one after another, and laid them in a corner:
When all this was taken away, he digged upthe ground,
where I faw a trap-door under the fepulchrey which he
lifted up, and anderneath perceived the head of a ftair-
cafe leading into a vault, Then my coufin, fpeaking
to the lady, faid, Madam, it is by this way, thatwe
are to go to the place I told you of : Upon which -the
Iady drew nigh, and went down, and the prince began
to follow after ; but turning firlt to me, faid, My dear
coufin, I am infinitely obliged to you for the trouble you
havebeen at, I thank you. Adieu. I cried, Dear coufin,
what is the meaning of this? Be content, replied he,
youmay return back the fame way you came.

Scheherazade being come this length, {fawday appear,
which hindred her to proceed any farther. The Sultan
got up, but longed very much to know the defign of
the prince and his lady, which feemed as if they had
amind to bury themielves alive, and impatiently wait-
ed for next night, that he might be thoroughly in-
formed of it.

The Thirty-eighth Night.

Inarzade awaked the Sultanefs nextnight, as vfual,
and prayed her to continue the hiftory of the firft
Calender. Schahriar having alfo fignified to the Sulta-
nefs, that it would be very pleafing tohim, fhe refumed
the thread of her difcourfe as follows :
" Madam, fays the Calender to Zobeide, T could get
nothing farther from him, but was obliged to take leave
of him; as I returned to my uncle’s palace, the vapours
of the wine got up into my head ; however, I got to
my apartment, and went to bed. Next morning, when
1awaked, I began to refle&t upon what befel me the
night before, and after recolleting all the circumitances
3 of
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of fuch a fingular adventure, I fancied it was nothing
but a dream. Being full of thefe thoughts I fent to
fee if the Prince, my coufin, was ready to receive a vifit
from me; bat when they brought word back that he
did not lie in his own lodgings that night, they knew
not what was become of him, and were in much
trouble about it, I conceived that the ftrange event of
the tomb'was but too true. 1 was fenfibly afli€ted at
it ; and ftealing away privately from my people, I went to
the publick burying-place, where there wasa vaft num-
ber of tombs like that which 1 had feen : I fpent the
day in viewing them one after dnother, but could not
find that [ fought for, and thus I fpent four days fuc-
ceflivelyin vain.

You muft know that all this while, the King, my
uncle, was abfent, and had been a hunting for leveral
days; and I grew weary of ftaying for him, and havirg
prayed his minifters to make my apology to him at his
return, I left his palace, and fet oyt towards my father’s
court, from which I had never been fo long abfent be-
fore. I left the minifters of the king, my uncle, in
great trouble, to think what was become of the prince,
my coufin : But becaufe of my oath I had made to keep
his fecret, I durft not tell them of any thing what I
had feen or knew, in order to make them eafy.

I arrived at my father’s capital, the ufoal place of
his refidence, where, contrary to cuftom, I found a great
guard at the gate of the palace, who furrounded me as
I entered. afked the reafon, and the commanding
officer replied, Prince, the army has proclaimed the
grand vizier king, inftead of your father, who is dead,
‘and I take you prifoner in the name of the new king.
At thefe words the guards laid hold of me, and carried
me before the tyrant: I leave you to judge, madam,
how much I was furprized and grieved.

This rebel vizier had entertained a mortal hatred
againft me of along time, upon this occafion : When
1 was a ftrippling, 1 loved to fhoot in a crofs-bow ; and
being one day upon the terrace of the palace with my
bow, a bird happening to come by, I fhot, but miffed
him, and the ball by misfortune hit the vizier, who was
taking the air upon the terrace of his own houfe, and

put
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put out one of his eyes. As foon as I underftood it, [

not only fent to make my excufe to him, bu did it in

perfon : Yet he always refented it, and, as opportunity

offered, made me fenfible of it. But now, Madam,

that he had me in his power, he exprefled his refent-

ment in a very barbarous manner ; for he came to me

like 2 mad man, as foon as ever he faw me, and thruft-
ing his finger into my right eye, pulled it out himfelf;

and {fo, Madam, 1 became blind of one eye.

But the ufurper’s cruelty did not ftop here ; he order-
ed me to be fhat up in a box, and commanded the
executioner to carry me into the country, to cut off my .
head and leave me to be devoured by the birds of
prey. The hangman and another carried me thus (hut,
up on horfeback into the country, in order to execute
the ufurper’s barbarous fentence ; but by my prayers
and tears, I moved the executioner’s compailion: Go,
fays he to me, get you fpeedily out of the kingdom,
and take heed of ever returning to it, otherwife you
will certainly meet your own ruin, and be the caufe of
mine. 1 thanked him for the favour he did me ; and as
foon as I was left alone, I comforted myfelf for the lofs
of my eye, by confidering that I had very narrowly
efcaped much greater danger.

Being in fuch a condition I could not travel far at a
time ; | retired to remote places while it was day, and
travelled as far by night as my ftrength would allow me.
At laft I arrived in the dominions of the king, my un-
¢cle, and came to his capital.

1 gave him a long detail of the tragical canfe of my
return, andof the fad condition he faw me in. Alas!
cried he, was it not enough for me to have loft my fon,

_but muft I have alfo news of the death of a brother I
loved fo dearly, and fee you alio reduced to this deplo-
rable condition? He told me how unealy he was, that he
could hear nothing of his fon, notwithitanding all the
diligence and enquiry he could make. At thefe words,
the unfortunate father burft out into teas, and was fo
machaflited, that pitying his grief, it wasimpofiible for
me to keep the fecret any longer ; {o that notwithftand-
ing my oath to the prince my coufin, I told the king his
father all that I knew.

. His
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His majefty liftened to me with fome fort of comfort,

and when [ had done, Nephew, fays he, what you tell
me gives me fome hope. ' I knew that my fon ordered
that fomb to be built, and I'can guefs pretty nearat the
place and with the idea you fill haveof it, I fancy we
fhall find it: But fince he ordered it to be built private-
. ly, and yon took youroath to keep his fecret, I am of
popinion, that we ought to go in queft of it alone, with-
out faying any thing. But he had another reafon for
keeping the matteriecret, which hedid not then tell me,
and an important reafon it was, as youwill perceive by
the fequel of my difcourfle, :

We both of us difguifed ourfelves and went out by
a door of the garden which opened into the field, and
foon'found what we fought for. I knew the tomb, and
was fo much the more rejoiced at it, becaufe I had for-
merly fought it along time in vain, We entered, and
foung the iron trap pulled down upon the entrance of
the ftair-cafe ; we had much ado to raife it, becaufe the
prince had faftened it in the infide with the water and
mortar formerly mentioned, but avlaft we did get it up.

The king, my nncle, went down firlt, I followed,
and we went down about fifty fteps. When we came to
the foot of the ftairs, we found a fort of ante-chamber,
full of a thick {moke, an ill-feent, which obfcured the
Yamp that gave a very faint light. 4

From thisante-chamber, wecame into another, very
large, fupported by grear columns, and lighted by -
feveral branched candlefticks. There was a ciftern in
the middle, and provifions of feveral forts ftanding on
one fide of it; but we were very much furprized to fee
nobody. Before us there appeard ‘an ‘high fofa, which
we mounted by feveral fteps, and over this, there ap-
peared avery large bed, with the curtains:drawn clofe.
The king went up, and opening the curtains, perceived
the prince his fon and ‘the lady in bed together, but
burnt and changed toa coal, as if they had been thrown
into agreatfire, and taken out again before they were
confumed,
> But that which {urprized me moft of all iwas, that
though this fpeétacle filled me with horrour, the king,
my uncle, inftead of teftitying his forrow to fee the

- prince,
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prince, his fon, in a frightful.condition, {pit on his
face, and fays to him, with a difdainful air, © This is
« the punifhment of this world, but that of the other.
* will laft to eternity ; and not content with this, he
palled off his fandal, and gave his fon a great blow on
the cheek with it.

But, Sir, fays Scheherazade, itis day ; Iam forry
your majefty’s time will notallow you to hear me far-
ther. This ftory appearing very ftrange to the Sul-
k§nt,ll1e got up, and refolved to hear the reit of it next
night.

The Thirty-ninth Night.

Inarzade being awake fooner than ordinary, called
her fiter Scheherazade. My good Sultanefs, fays
ihe, I pray you make an end of your fory of the firfk
Calender, for 1 am ready to die with impatience till I
know the iffue of it. Very well then, faid Schehera-
zade; you remember how the firft Calender continued
lis ftory to Zobeide; I cannot enough exprefs, madam,
faid he, how much I was aftonithed when I faw the
king, my uncle, abufe the prince, his fon, thus after
he was dead. Sir, faid T, whatever grief this difmal
fight is capable to imprefs upon me, I am forced tofuls
pend ir, on purpofe to afk your majefty what crime the
Rrince my coufin may have committed, that his corpfe
ould deferve this fort of treatment ? Nephew, replied
the King, I muft tell you, that my fon (who is unworthy
of that name) loved his fifter from his infancy, and fo
fhe did him : I did not hinder their growing love, be-
. canfe I did not forefee the pernicious confequence of it.
This tendernefs increafed as they grew in years, and
came to fuch a head, that I dreaded the end of it. At
laft, I applied fuch remedies as were in my power; [
not only gave my fon a fevere reprimand in private,
laying before him the foulnefs of the paffion he was en-
tertaining, and the eternal difgrace he would bring upon
my family, if he perfifted in fuch criminal courfes;
but I alfo reprefented the fame thing to my daughter;
and befides, 1 fhut her up fo clofe thac fhe could have
no converfation with her brother, Butthat uafortunate
creature
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creatore had fwallowed fo much of the poifon, that all
the obftacles which by my prudence | could lay in the
way, ferved only the more to inflame her love.

My fon being perfuaded of his fifter’s conftancy, on
pretence of boilding a tomb, caufed this {fubterraneous
habitation to be made, in hopes to'find one day or other

- an opportunity to poffefs himfelf of that objet which
was the caufe of his flame, and to bring her bither. He
laid hold on the time of my abfence, to enter by force
into the place of his filter’s confinement; but that is a
thing which my honour would not {uffer me to make
publick. And after fo damnable an ation, he came
and inclofed himfelf and her in thisplace, which he has
fupplied, as you fee, with all forts of provifions, that
he might enjoy his deteflable pleafures for a long time,
which ought to be a fubjeét of horror to all the world ;
but God, that would not fuffer fuch an abomination,
has juftly punifhed them both. At thefe words, he
melted into tears, and I joined mine with his.

After a while, cafting his eyes upon me, Dear ne-
phew, cried he, embracing me, if I have loft that un-
worthy fon, I fhall happily find in you what will better
fopply his place. And upon fome other refletions he
made on the doleful end of the prince and princefs his -
daughter, we both fell into a new fit of weeping.

We went up the fame ftairs, again, and departed at
lalt from that difmal place. We let down again the
trap-door, and covered it with earth, and fuch other
materials as the tomb was built of, on purpofe to hide,
as much as lay in our power, {o terrible an effett of the
wrath of God.

We had not been very long got back to the palace,
unperceived by any one, butwe heard a confufed noife
of trompets, drums, and other inftruments of war :
we {oon underftood by the thick cloud of duft, wln_ch
almoft darkened the air, that it was the arrival of a
formidable army. And it proved to be the fame vizier
that had dethroned my father, and ufurped his throne,
who with a vaft number of troops was allo come to pof-

fefs himfelf of that of the king my uncle.

That prince, who, then had only his ufual guafds
about him, could not refift fo many enemies; thex'{;“&

‘ velte
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vefted the city, and the gates being opened to them
without any refiftance, they very foon became mafters
of the city, and broke into the palace where the king,
my uncle was, who defended himfelf till he was killed,
and fold his life at a dear rate: for my part, I fought
as well as T could for a while; but feeing we were
forced to fubmit to a fuperior power, I thought on my
retreat and fafety, which I had the good fortune to ef-
fe& by fome back ways, and got to one of the king’s
fervants, on whofe fidelity I could depend.

Being thus furrounded with forrows, and perfecuted
by fortune, I had recourfe to a ftratagem, which was
the only means left me to fave my life ; I caufed my
. beard and eye-brows to be fhaved, and putting on a
Calender’s habit, 1 pafled, unknown by any, out of
the city ; after that, by degrees, I found it eafy to get
out of my uncle’s kingdom, by taking the by-roads.

I avoided pafling through towns, until I was got into
the empire of the mighty governor of the muflelmen,
the glorious and renowned Caliph Haroun Alrafchid,
when I thought myfelf out of danger; aud confidering
what I was to do, 1 refolved to come to Bagdad, in-
tending to throw myfelf at that monarch’s feet, whole
generofity is every where applanded, I fhall move him
to compaflion, faid I to myfelf, by the relation of my
furprizing misfortunes, and without doubt he will take
pity on fuch an unfortunate prince, and not fuffer me to
implore his affiftance in vain. !

In fhort, after a journey of feveral months, I arrived
yefterday at the gate of this city, into which I entered
about the dufk of the evening; and Randing ftill a little
while to revive my fpirits, and to confider on which
hand I was to turn, this other Calender you fee here
next to me, came alfo along; he faluted me, and [
him: You appear, faid I, to be a ftranger as I am.
You are not miftaken, replied he. He had no fooner
returned this anfwer, but that third Calender ypu fee
there overtook us. He faluted us, and told us, he was
a ftranger newly come to Bagdad ; fo that as brethren
we joined together, refolving not to feparate from one
another,

Mean
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embafly, for feveral reafons; he was perfuaded that
nothing could be more commendable in a prince of my
age, than to travel and fee foreign courts ; and befides,
the was very glad to gain the friendfhip of the Indian
Sultan. 1 departed with the ambaflador, but with no
great retinue, becaufe of the length and difficulty of the
journey.

When we had travelled about 2 month, we difcovered
at a diftance a great cloud of duit, and under that we
faw very foon fifty horfe-men well armed, that were
robbers, coming tovards us at a full gallop, Schehera-
zade perceiving day, told the Sultanof it, who got up ;
but defiring to%mow what paft between the fifty men on
horfeback and the Indian ambaffador, this prince was
fomewhat impatient till next night came.

The Forty-firft Night.

I T was almoft day when Dinarzade awakened next
morning, and called to her fifter, If you be not
afleep, dear fifter, 1 pray you continue the {tory of the
fecond Calender. Scheherazade began in this manner :

Madam, fays the Calender, (always {peaking to Ze-
beide) as we had ten horfes laden with baggage and
other prefents, that I was ro carry to the Indian foltan
from the king my father, and that my retinue was but
fmall, you may eafily judge that thefe robbers came
boldly up to us; and not being in a pofture to make any
oppofition, we told them, that we were ambafladors, be-
longing to the fultan of the Indies, and hoped they would
- attempt nothing contrary to that refped that is due to
them, thinking by this means to fave our equipage
and our lives: but the robbers moft infolently replied,
For what reafon would you have us fhew any refpe&
to the Sultan your mafter? We are none of his {ub-
je@ts, nor are we upon his territories: And having
{poke thus, they furrounded and fell upon us: T de-
fended myfelf as long as 1 could; but finding my-
felf wounded, and feeing the ambaffador with his fer-
vants and mine lying on the ground, 1 made ufe of
what ftrength was yet remaining in my horfe, who was

alfo very much wounded, and feparated myfelf frahm
the
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the crowd, and rode away as falt as he could carry me ;.
but he happening all of a fudden to fall under me, by
wearinefs and the lofs of blood, he fell down dead. I
got rid of him in a.trice; and finding that I was not
purfued, it made me judge the robbers were not willing
to quit the booty they had got. pi

Scheherazade perceiving day coming on, was obliged :
to flop here. O fifter, fays Dinarzade, to-morrow 1
fhall be morediligent, in hopes you will make repara-
tion to the Sultan for the lofs that his curiofity has fuf-
tained through my neglet. Schahriar arofe without fay--
ing one word, and went to his ufval confultation.

The Forty-fecond Night,

Inarzade failed not to call the Sultanefs 2 good
D while before day : My dear fifter, [ays fhe, if you
be not afleep, I pray you refume the flory of the Ca-
lender. I confent to it fays Scheherazade ; and fo
continued it in thefe words:

Here you fee me, faid the Calender, all alone, wound- -
ed, deltitute of all help, and in a ftrange country; I
durft not betake myfelf to the ‘high road, fearing I
might fall again into the handsef thefe robbers. When
I had bound up my wound, which was not dangerous,
1 marched on the reft of the day, and arrived at the foot
of a mountain, where I perceived a' paflage into a
cave; I went in, and ftaid there that night with little
fatisfaétion, after I had eaten fome fruits that I gather-
ed by the way.

1 continued my journey for feveral days following,
without finding any place of abode : Bat after amonth’s
time, [ came to alarge town well inhabited, and fitvated
fo much the more advantageouily, that it was furrounded
with feveral rivers, fo that it enjoyed a perpetual fpring.
' The pleafant obje@s which then prefented themfelves
to-my view, afforded me fome joy, and fulpended for
fome time the moital forrow with which I was over-
whelmed, to find myfelf in {uch a condition. My face,
hands, and feet were all tawney and fun-burnt, and by
my long journey, my fhoes and flockings were quite
worn out, fo that | was forced to walk bare-footed ;-

Vou. I. A e and’
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and befides, my clothes were all in rags. [ entered
info the town to inform myfelf where I was, and ad-
drefled myfelf to a raylor that was-at work in his fhop ;
who perceiving by my air, that I was a perfon of more
note than my outward appearance befpoke me to be,
made me to fit down by him, and afked me who T was,
and from whence I came, and what had brought me
thither ? I did not conceal any thing of all that had
befallen me, nor made I any {cruple to difcover my
quality.

"The taylor liftened with attention to my words ; but
_after I had done fpeaking, inftead of giving me any
confolation,  he augmented my forrow : Take heed,
fays he, how you difcover to any perfon what you have
now declared to me ; for the prince of this country is
the greateft enemy that the king, your father, has,
- and he will certainly do you fome mifchief, when he
comes to hear of your being in this city. I made no
doubt of the taylor’s  fincerity, when he named the
prince: But fince that enmity, which is between my
father and him, has no relation to my adventures, I
muft beg your pardon, madam, if I paf$ it over with
filence.

I returned the taylor thanks for his good advice, and
fhewed myfelf inclinable wholly to follow his counfel,
and affured him that his favours fhould never be forgot
by me. And as he believed I could not but be hungry,
he caufed them to bring me fomewhat to eat, and offered
me at the fame time a lodging in his houfe, which I
accepted. Some days after, finding me pretty well
recovered of the fatigue I had endured by a long and
tedious journey, and befides, being f{enfible that moft
princes of our religion did apply themfelves to fome
art or calling, that might ftand them in ftcad upon oc-
cafion, heafked me, if I“had learned any thing whereby
I might get a livelihood, and not be burthenfometo any
man? I told him that I underftood the laws, both divine
and human; that [ was a grammarian and poet ; and
above all, that I underflood writing perfetly well.
By all this, fays he, you will not be able, in this
country, to purchafe yourfelf one morfel of bread;
nothing is of lﬁe{}a ufe here than thofe fciences; but if

: you
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you will be advifed by me, fays he, drefs yourfelf in a

abourer’s habit; and fince you appear to be ftrong,
and of a good coaflitution, you fhall go into the next
foreft and cut down fire-wood, which you may bring
to the market to be fold; and [ can aflure you it will
turn to fo good an account that you may live by it,
without dependence upon any man: And by this mecans
you will be in a condition to wait for the favourable
-minute, when heaven fhall think fit to difpel thofe
clouds of misfortune that thwart your happinefs, and
oblige you to conceal your birth; I will take care to’
fopply you with a rope ‘and a hatchet.

The fear of being known, and the neceflity [ was
under of getting a livelihood, made me agree to this
propofai, notwith&andinf all themeannefs and hardfhips
that attended it. The day following the taylor bronght
meaTope, a hatchet, and a thort coat, and recommend-
td me to fome poor people that gained their bread
after the fame manner, that they might take me iato

© their company. They conduéted me to the wood, and
the firft day I brought in as much upon my head as
brought me half a piece of gold, which is'the money
of that country : For though the wood is not far diftant
from the town, yet it was very fcarce there, by reafon
that few or none would be at the trouble to go and cut
it. I gained a good fum of money in a thort time, and
repaid my taylor what he had advanced for me.

I continued this way of living for a whole year; and
one day that by chance I was gone farther into the
wood than ufual, 1 happened to light on a very pleafant
Place, where I began to cut down wood ; and in pull«
ing up the root of a tree, I efpied an iron ring, faften-
ed to a trap-door of the fame metal. ) took away the
carth that covered it, and having lifted it up faw flairs,
which I went down with my axin my hand.

When I was come to the bottom of the ftairs, I found
myfelf in a large palace, which put me into a mighty
confternation, becaufe of a great light which appeared
as clear in it, as if it had been above ground in the
open air. I went forward along a gallery, fupported
by pillars of jafper, the bafe and chapiters of mafly
gold : But feeing a la.dé of anoble and free zir, and

2

extraordinary
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_extraordinary beautiful, coming towards me, ‘this turn-
e}d my eyes from beholding any other objeét but her”
alone.

Here Scheherazade ftopped, becanfe day appeared :’
ButDinarzade faid, Dear fifter, [ confefs [ am extremely
well pleafed with what you have told us to-day, and I
do imagine that the following part muft be no lefs fur-
prizing. You are not miftaken faid the Sultanefs, for
the remainder of this ftory of the fecond Calender is
better worth my lord the Sultan’s attention, than all
that he has hitherto heard. I doubt that, fays Schah-

riar, (as he was gercting up) but we fhall know that to-
NOrrow. '

The Forty-third Night.

HE Sultanefs being awaked asufual, gave the
‘ Sultan an account, that the fecond Calender con-
tinued the ftory thus: Being defirous, fays he, to fpare
the lady the trouble to come to me, 1 made halte te
meet her; and as I was faluting her with a low bow,
fhe atked me, What are you, a man or a genie ¢ A'man,
madam, faid I: I have no correfpondence with genies.
By what adventure, faid fhe, (fetching a decp figh) are
you come hither ? I have lived here thefe twenty-five
years, and never faw any man but yourfelf during that
time.

Her great beanty, which had already {fmitten me,
and the fweetnefs and civility wherewith {he received
me, made me bold to fay to her, Madam, before I have
the honour to fatisfy your curiofity, give me leave to tell
you, that I am infinitely fatisfied with this unexpeéted
rencounter, which offers me an occafion of confolation
in the midft of my aflifton; and perhaps it may give
me an opportunity to make you alfo more happy than
youare. [ gave her a true account by what firange
accident fhe {faw me, the fon of a king, in fuch a con-
dition as then I appeared in her prefence; and how
fortune would have it, that I fhould difcover the en-
trance into that magnificent prifon, where I had found
her, but in'an uneafy_condition, according to.appear~

ance. :
; Alas!
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‘ Alas! prince, faid fhe, (fighing once more) you have
juft caufe to believe this rich and pompous prifon cannot
be otherwife than' a moft wearifome abode : the moft
charming place in the world being noway delightful
when we are detained there contrary to our will. ’Tis
not poflible but you have heardof the great Epitimarus,
king of the ifle of Ebene, (o called from that precions
wood it produces in abandance; 1 am the princefs, his
danghter.

The king, my father, had chofen for me a hufband,
a prince, that was my coufin; but on mywedding-night,”
in the midft of the rejoicing, that was in the court, and
the capital city of the kingdom of the ifle of Ebene,
before I was given to my fpoufe, ;a genie took me
away. I fainted at the fame moment, and loft zll my
fenfes ; but when I came to myfelf azain, 1 found my-
felf in this place. I was a long time inconfoleable, but
time and neceflity have accuftomed, me (o fee and receive
the genie. *Tis twent‘y-ﬁ\fe years, as 1 told you before,
that | have continued in this place; where, I muft con-
fefs, I haye every thing that I can with for neceffary'to
life, and alfo every thing that can fatisfy a princefs that
loves nothing but fine drefles-and fafhions.

Every ten days, fays the princefs, the genie comes
hither to lie with me one night, which he never exceeds;
and the excufe he makesfor it is, that he is married to
another wife, who would grow jealous, if fhe came to
know how unfaithful he was to her : Mean while, if [
have occafion for him by day, or night, as foon as I
touch a talifman, which is at the entrance into my cham-
ber, the genie appears. Itis now the fourth day fince
he was here, and I do not expeét him before the end of
fix more ; fo, if you pleafe, you may ftay five days and
keep me company, and [ will endeavour to entertain
you according to your quality and merit. - I thought
myfc]f too fortunate, to have obtained {o great a favour
without afking it, to refufe fo obliging a proffer. The
princels made me go into a bagnio, which was the moft
handfome, the molt commodious, and the moft fumpta-
ous, that could be imagined; and when I came forth,
infiead of my own clothes I found another very colftl
fuit, which I did not efteem fo much for its richnefs, as

G 3 that
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that it made me look worthy to be in her company.
We fat down on a fofa covered with rich tapeftry, with
cufhions to lean upon of the rareft Indian brocade;
and fome time after the cevered a table with feveral
dithes of delicate meats. We ate together, and pafled
the remaining part of the day with much fatisfaltion;
- and at night%]e received me to her bed.

The next day, as fhe contrived all manner of ways to
pleafe me, fhe brought in, at dinner, a bottle of old
wine, the molt excellent that ever was tafted, and, out
of complaifance fhe drank fome part of it with me.
When my head grew hot with theagreeable liquor, Fair
princefs, faid I, you have been too long thus buried
alive ; come, follow me, and enjoy the real day, from

> which you have been deprived fo many years, and
abandon this falfe light, that you have here. Prince,
replied the, with a fmile, leave this difcourfe, if yon
out of ten days will grant me nine, and refign the laft
to the Genie, the faireft day that ever was would be
-nothing in my efteem. Princefs, faid I, ’tis the fear
of the genie that makes you fpeak thus; for my part,
T value him fo little that 1 will break his talifman,
with the conjuration that’s wrote about it, in pieces.

" Let bim come then, I will expe& him, and how brave
or redoubtable foever he be, I will make him feel the
weight of my arm : I {fwear folemnly that I will extir-
pate all the genies in the world, and him firk. The
princefs, who knew the confequence, conjured me not
10 touch the talifman, for that would be a means, faid
fhe, to ruin both you and me; I know what belongs ta
genies better than you. The fumes of the wine did
not fuffer me to hearken to her reafons ; but I gave the
talifman a kick with my foot, and broke it in feveral
piccess

At thefe words Scheherazade perceiving day, grew
filent, and the Sultan got up, not doubting but the
breaking of the talifman had fome remarkable event,
and therefore refolved to hear that ftory to the end.

Tke
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The Forty-fourth Night

Dfnarzade being awaked fomewhat before day,
{ays to the Saltanefs, Sifter, if you are not afleep,
I pray you acquaint us with what happened in the fub-
terranean palace, after the princehad brokethe talifman.
1 am juit going to relate it, fays, Scheherazade, Upon
which, re-afluming her narrative, fhe continued her dii-
courfe thus, in the perfon of the fecond Calender.

The talifman was no fooner broke but the palace
began to thake, and was ready to fall, with a hideous
noife like thunder, accompanied with flathes of light-
ning, and a great darkaefs. This terrible noifec ina
moment difpelled the fumes of my wine, and made me
fenfible, but too late, of the foliy I had committad,
Princefs, cried I, what means ail this? She anfwered
in afright, and without any concern for her own mis-
fortune, Alas! you’re undone, if yoy do not efcape
prefently.

I followed her advice, and my fears were fo great,
that 1 forgot my hatchet and cords. T was fearcely got
to the ftairs by which I came down, when the inchant-
ed palace opened at once, and made a paffage for the
genie: he afked the princefs in great anger, What
has happened to you, and why did you call me? *A
¢ qualm at my ftomach, faid the princefs, made me
< ?etch this bottle which you fee here, out of which I
¢ drank twice or thrice, and by mifchance made a falfe
¢ ftep, and fell upon the talifman, which is broke, and
¢ that is all the matter.’

At this anfver, the forious genie told her,/ You are |
¢ a falfe woman; and a liar: How came that ax and
¢ thofe cords there?” ¢ Inever faw them till this moment,
¢ faid the princefs. Your coming in fuch an impetuous
¢ manner has, it may be, forced them up in fome place
¢ as you came along, andfo brought them hither with-
* out your knowing it.’

The geaie made no other anf{wer but what was ac-
companied with reproaches and blows, of which I
heard the noife. I could not endure to hear the pitiful
cries and fhouss of the princ(c;fs fo cruelly abufed ; Thad

4 already
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already laid off the fuit fhe made put on, and teock

_myown, which I had laid on the ftairs the day before,
when I came out of the bagnio: I made hafte up ftairsp\
being fo much the more full of forrow and compaffion,
that I had been the caufe of o great a misfortune, and
that by facrificing the faireft princefs on- earth to the
barbarity of a mercilefs genie, I was become the molt
criminal and ungrateful of mankind. ’Tis true, faid [,
the has been a prifoner thefe twenty-five years; but fet-
ting liberty afide fhe wanted- nothing that conld make
her happy. My madnefs has put an end to her happi-
nefs and brought upon her the cruelty of an unmerciful
devil ; Ilet down the trap-door, covered it again with

«earth, and returned to the city with a burden of wood,
which [ bound up without knowing what I did; fo great
was my trouble and forrow.

My landlord, the taylor, was very much rejoiced to
feeme : Your abfence, faid he, has difquieted me very
much,. by reafon you had entrufted me with the fecret of

cur birth, and I knew not what to think ; I wasafraid
{omebody had known you; God be thanked for your
return. 1 thanked him for his zeal and affe&ion, but
pever a word durft I {ay of what had pa@t, nor the reafon
why I came back withont my hatchet and cords.

I retired to my chamber, where I reproached myfelf
a thoufand times for my exceflive imprudence : Nothing
({uid 1) could have paralleled the princefs’s good for-
tune and mine, had I forborn to break the taliiman.

While I was thus giving myfelf over to melancholy

_thoughts, the taylor came in and told me, Anold man,
faid be, whom | do not know, brings me here_ your
hatchet and cords, which he found in his way, as he
tells me, and underitood by your comrades that go along
with you to the woods, that you lodge here; come out

. and {peak to him, for he will deliver them to none bat

. yourieif.

At this difcourfe I changed colour, and fell a trem-

ling. While the taylor was afkiog me the reafon, my

_chamber-dcor opened at once, and the old man, having
. no patience to {tay, appeared to vs with my hatchet, and
cords. This was the genie, the ravifher of the fair
princefs of the ifle of Ebene, who had thus difguiied

_ : " himfelf,
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himfelf, after he had treated her with the utmoft barba-
rity. I am a genie, fuid he, fon of the daughter t_)f
Elbis, prince of genies: Is not this your hatchet, faid
ke, fpeaking to me, and are not thefe your cords?

Here Scheherazade faw day and left off. The Sultan
found the ftory of the fecond Calender, too curious, not
to defire that he might hear it out; and therefore got
up, with am intention to hear the reft next morning.

The Forty-fifth Night.

HE day following, Dinarzade calls upon the

Sultanefs, My dear fifter, pray tell us how the
genie treated the prince. I'would fatisfy your curiofity,
replied Scheherazade; and then re-affumed her flory
of the fecond Calender thus:

The Calender continuing his difcourfe to Zobeide,
Madam, fays he, after the genie bad put the queftion
to me, he gave me no time to anfiver, not was it in my
power; fo ‘much 'had his ‘errible afpet put me befide
myfelf. He grafped me by the middle, dragged me oug
of the chamber, and mounting into the air, carried me
up as high as'the fkies with {uch fwiftnefs, that I per-
ceived I-was got fo high without being able to take
notice of the way he carried me info few moments. He
defcended again in like manner to the earth, which on
a fudden he caufed to open with a knock-of his foot,
and fo furk down at once, where I found myfelf in the
- inchanted palace, beforethe fair princels of the ifle of
Ebeone. But alas, what a fpeftacle was there I'1 faw
that which pierced me to the heart ; this poor princefs
was quite naked, all in blood, and laid vpon the ground,
more like onedead than alive, with her cheelts all bathed
in tears, ; . :

Perfidious wretch, faid the genie to her, pointing at
me, is not this your gallant? She caft her languithing
“eyes upon me, ‘and anfwered mournfully, T do not know

him, I never faw him till this moment. What, faid
the genie, heis the caufe of thy being in the condition
thou art juftly in; and yet dareft thou fay thou doft not .
know him ? If 1do not know him, faid the princefs,
would you have:me to make a lye on purpofe to rein
G g him ?
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him? Oh then, faid the genie, pulling out a fcymetar
and prefenting it to the princefs, if you néver faw him
before, take the fcymetar, and cut off his head. Alas,
replied the princefs, how is it poflible that T fhould
execute what you would force me to do? My firength is
fo far fpent, that I cannot lift up my arm; and if I
could how fhould I have the heart to take away an in-
nocent man’s life, and one I do not know 7 This re-
fufal, faid the genie to the princefs, fufficiently informs
me of your crime. Upon which, turning to me: And,
thou, faid he, doft thou not know her ?

I fhould have been the molt vngrateful wretch, and
the mott perfidious of all mankind, if 1 had not fhewn
myfelf as faithful to the princefs as fhe was to me, who
had been the caufe of her misfortunes. Therefore I an-
fwered the genie, How fhould I know her, that never
faw her till now? If that be fo, faid he, take the fcy-
metar, and cutoff her head: On this condision I will
fet thee at lLiberty, for then I fhall be convingced that
thou didft never fee her till shis very moment, as thou
fay’t thyfelf..  With all my heart, replied I, and tock
the fcymetar in my hand.

But, Sir, fays Scheherazade, it is day, and [ ounght
not to abufe your majefly’s patience. Thefe are won-
derful events, faid the Sultan to himfelf  We fhall
know to-morrow if the prince was fo cruel as to pay

.obedience to the genie’s command.

The F orty-fixik N::g.&r.

HEN the night was near at an end, Dinarzade

Db calls upon the Sultanefs ; Sifler, if you be not

afleep, [would pray you to continue the flory which you

could not finith yefterday. I will, faid Scheherazade 3

and without lofs of time you fhall underftand, that the
fecond Calender went on thus:

Do not thizk, madam, that [ drew ncar to the fair
princels of the {les of Ebene, to be the executioner of
the genie’s barbarity, I did it only to demonftrate by
my behaviour, as much as poffible, that as fhe had
fhewn her refolution to facrifice her life for my fake,
that 1 would not refufe to facrifice mine for her’s, 'The

princefs,
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rincefs, notwithftanding her pain and fuffering, under-

ood my meaning; which fhe fignified by an obliging
fook, and made me underftand her willingnefs to die
for me; and that fhe was fatisfied to fec how willing
I was alfo to die for her. Upon this I flepped back, and
threw the fcymetar on the ground. I thall forever, fays
1 to the genie be hateful to all mankind fhould I be fo
bafe as to murder, I do not only {ay a perfon whom I
do not know, but alfo a lady like this, who is ready to
give up the ghoft; do with me what you pleafe, fince
I am in your power; Icannot obey your barbarous
commands.

I fee, {aid the genie, that you both out-brave me,
and infult my jealoufy ; but both of you fhall know by
the treatment 1 give you, what I am capable to do.
At thefe words the monfter took up the fcymetar, and
cut off one of her hands, which left her only fo much
life as to give me a token with the other that fhe bid
me for ever adieu, For the blood the had loft before,
and that which gufhied out then, did not permit her to
live above one or two moments after this barbarous
cruelty ; the fight of which threw me into a fit. When
I was come to myfelf again, I expoftulated with the
genie, why he made me languith in expeftation of
death : Strike, cried I, for I am ready to receive the
mortal blow, and expe& it as the greateft favour you
can fhew me. But inftead of agreeing tothat, Look ye,
fays he, how genies treat their wives whom they fufpect
of unfaithfulnefs; fhe has received thee here, and were
. 1 certain that fhe had put any further affront upon me,

I would make thee to die this minute : but I will con-
tent myfelf to transform thee into a dog, ape, lion, or
" bird ; take thy choice of any of thefe, I will leave it

to thyfelf. :
Thefe words gave me fome hopes to mollify him: O
genie, {aid 1, moderate your paffion, and fince you will
not take away my life, give it me generouily ; I fhall
a'ways remember your clemency, if you pardon me, as
one of the beit men in the world pardoned one of
his neighbours that bore him a mortal hatred. * The
genie afked me what had pafled between thofe two
ncighbours, and faid, he would have patience till he
G o heard
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heard the ftory, which I told him thus; and [ beliéve,
madam, you will not take it ill, if I alfo relate it to
you. }

Fhe Story of the envious Man, and of him that be envied,

N a confiderable town, two perfons dwelt next door

to one another ; one of them conceived fuch a violent
hatred againft the other, that he who was hated refolved
to remove his dwelling farther off, being perfuaded that
theirbeing neighbours was the only caufe from whence
his animofity did arife: For tho’ he had done him feveral
Ppieces of fervice, he found, neverthelefs, that his hatred
was nothing diminifhed ; therefore he fold his houfe,
with what goods he had left, and retired to the capital
city of that kingdom, which was not far dikant. He
bought a little {pot "of ground, which lay about half a
league from the city ; he had a houfe convenient enough,
with a fine garden, and a pretty fpacious court, wherein
there was a deep well, which was not in ufe.

The honeft man having made this purchafe, put on

a dervife’s or monk’s habit, to lead a retired life, and
caufed feveral cells to be made in the houfe, wherein a
dhort time he eftablifhed a numerous fociety of dervifes 3
he came foon to be publickly known by his virtue thro’
which he acquired the elteem of a great many people,
as well of the commonalty as of the chief of the city.
In thort, he was extremely honouvred and cherifhed by
-every one. People came from afar to recommend them-
felves to his prayers; and all thofe who came to live
withhim, publifhed what bleflings they received thro’
‘his means.

The great reputation of this honeft man having {pread
to the town from whence he came, it touched the envions
man {o much to the quick, that he left his houfe and
affairs, with arefolution to go and ruin him. With this
intent he went to the new convent of dervifes, of which
his former neighbour was the head, who received him
with all imaginable tokensof friendfhip. The envious
shan told him that he was come on purpofe to com-
municate a bufinefs of importance to him; which he
could not do but in private ; and becaufe that‘no?hqdl{

: a
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fhall hear us, Letus, fays he, takea walk in your court,
and feeing night begins to draw on, command your
dervifes to retire to'their cells. The head of the der-
vifes did as he required.

When the envious man faw that he was alone with
this good man;, he began to tell him his errand, walk-
ing fide by fide in the court, till he faw his opportunity;
and getting the good man near the brink ofthe well, {;e
gave him a thrult, and puthed bim into it, without any
body’s being witnefs to fo wicked an aétion. Having
done thus, he marched off immediately, got out at the
gate of the convent, without being known of any one,
and came home to his own houfe well fatisfied with his
journey, being fully perfuaded that the obje& of his
hatred was no more in this world; but he found himfelf
highly miftaken.

Scheherazade could go no farther, becaufe day began
to appear. The Sultan conceived preat indignation
againft the envious man, and fays to himfelf; I heartily
wifh that no hurt may have come to this honeft many [
hope to hear to-morrow that heaven did not forfake
him on this occafion.

The Forty-fewenth Night.

F you be not afleep, fifter, faid Dinarzade, next

morning, I conjure yon to tell us if the honeft
dervife came fafe andfound out of the well. Yes, re-
plied Scheherazade : And the fecond Calender purfued
his ftory thus: This old well, fays he, was inhabited
by fairies and genies, which happened luckily for the
relief of the head of the convent; for they received
and fupported him, and carried him to the bottom, fo
that he got no hurt. He perceived well enough that
there was fomething extraordinary in his fall; which
muft otherwife have cofthim his life ; whereas he neither
faw nor felc any thin%(._ But he foon heard a voice,
which faid, Do you know what honeft man this is,
to whom we have done this piece of fervice? Another
voice anfwered, No. To which the firtt replied, Then'T
will tell you. This man out of charity, the' greateft
that ever was known, left the town he lived in, and

has
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has eftablifhed himfelf in this place, in hopes to cure
one of his neiﬁhbours of the envy he had conceived
‘againft him ; he had acquired fuch a general efteem,
that the envious man, not able toendure 1t, came hither
on purpofe to ruin him, which he had performed had it
.ot been for the affiftance which we have given this
‘honelt man, whofe reputation is fo great, that the Sul-
tan, who keeps his refidence in the neighbouring city,
was to pay him a vifit to-morrow, to recommend the
princefs his daughter to his prayers.

Another voice afked, What need had the princefs of
the dervife’s prayers ? 'T'o which the firft anfivered, You
do not know, it feems, that the is poffefled by genie
Maimoun, the fon of Dimdim, who is fallen in love
with her. But I know well how this good head of the
dervifes may cure her ; the thing is very eafy, and I will
tell it you. He has a black cat in his convent, with a

-white fpot at the.end of her tail, about the bignefs of a
fmall piece of Arabian money; let him only pull feven
hairs ont of the white {pot, burn them, and fmoke the
princefs’s head with the fame, fhe will not only be pre-
fently cured, but be {o fafely delivered from Maimoun,
the fon of Dimdim, that he will never dare to come
near her a fecond time.
 The head of the dervifes remembered every word of
the difcourfe between the fairies and the genies, who
were very filent all thenightafter. The next morning
by break of day, when he could difcern one thing from
another, the well being broke down in feveral places,
he faw a hole, by which he crept out with eafe.

The other dervifes, who had been feeking for him,
were rejoiced to fee him ; he gave them 2 brief account
of the wickednefs of that man to whom he had given
fo kind a reception the day before, and rerired into his
cell. 1t was not long till the black cat, of whom the
fairies and the genies had made mention in their dif-
courfes the night before, came to fawn upon her mafter,
as fhe was accuftomed to do; he took her up, and
- pulled out feven hairs off the white {pot that was upon

fclr tail, and laid them afide for his ufe when occafion

fhould ferve.
The



ENTERTAINMENTS, 135

The fan was not high, when the Sultan, who would
leave no means untried, that he thought could reftore
the princels to her perfet health, arrived at the gate
of the convent. He commanded his guards to halt,
whilft he, with his principal officers, went in. The
dervifes received him with profound refpect. :

The Sultan called their head afide, and fays, Good
Sheich, it may be you know already the caufe of my
coming hither. Yes, Sir, replies he very gravely, if I
do not miftake ir, ’tis the difeafe of the princefs which
procures me this honour that I have not deferved. That’s
the very thing, replied the Sultan. You will give me
new life, if your prayers, as I hope they will, can pro-
cure my daughter’s health, Sir, {aid the good man, if
your majefty will be pleafed to lec her come hither, I
am in hopes, thro’ God’s afliftance and favour, fhe fhall -
return in perfe& health.

The prince, tranfported with joy, fent immediately
to fetch his danghter, who very foon appeared with a
numerous train of ladies and ennuchs, but matked, fo
that her face was not feen, The chief of the dervifes
caunfed a pall to be held over her head, and he had no
{fooner thrown the feven tufts of hair upon the burning
coals, but the genie Maimoun, the fon of Dimdim,
gave a great cry, withont any thing being feen, and
left the princefs at liberty ; upon which, fhe took off
the veil from her face, and rofe up to fee where fhe was,
faying Where am I, and who brought me hither? At
which words the Sultan, overcome with excefs, of joy,
embraced his daughter, and kifled her eyes; he allo
kiffed the chief of the dervifes hands, and faid to his
officers, Tell me your opinion, what reward does he
deferve that has thus cured my daughter? They all
cried, he deferves her in marriage. That is what I
had in my :houi_ghts, faid the Sultan ; and I make him
my fon-in-law from this moment. Some time after the

primevizier died, and the Sultan conferred the place on
the dervife. ‘Uhe Sultan himfeif alfo died without heirs
male ;. upon which, the religious orders and the militia
gathered together, and the honeft man was declared and
acknowledged Sultan by general confent, %
ay-
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Day-light appearing, Scheherazade was obliged to
break off her ftory. Schahriar looked npon the ‘dervife
to be worthy of the crown he had got, but was defirous
to knaw if the envious man did not die for fpite ; and
got up with an intention to hear it next night.

The Forty-eighth Niyht.

Tnarzade, when it was time, addrefled her fpeecht
to the Sultanefs thus: My dear fifter, faid fhe, if
you be not afleep, I would pray you to conclude the
ftory of the hated and envious man, With all my
heart, anfwers Scheherazade. The fecond Calender
continued his ftory thus: The honeft dervife, faid he,
being mounted on the throne of his father-in-law, as
he was one day in the midft of his courtiers upon a
march, he efpied the envious man ameng the crowd of
people that ftood as he pafled along, and ealling one of
the viziers that attended him whifpered him in his ear
thus : Go bring me that man you fee there; but have a
care you do not frighten him.  The vizier obeyed, and
when the envious man was brought into his prefence,
the Sultan {aid, Friend, I am extremely glad to fee you.
Upon which he called an officer, Goimmediately, fays
he, and caufe to be paid the man out of my treafury,
one hundred pieces of gold ; let him have alfo twenty
load of the richeft merchandize in my florehoufes, and
a fuflicient guard to condu@ him-to his houfe. = After
he had given this charge to the officer, he bid the en-
vious man farewell, and proceeded on his march.
When I had finifhed the recital of this flory to the
genie, the murderer of the princefs of the ifle of Ebene,
1 made the application to himfelf thus: O genie! yoa
{ee here, that this bountiful Sultan did not content hiny-
felf to have forgot the defign of the envious man to
take away his life, but treated him kindly, and fent
him back with all the favours whichI joft now related.
In fhort, I made ufe of all my eloquence, praying him
to imitate {o good an example, and to grant me par-
don : Butit was impofible for me t0 move his com-
Pa{_ﬁono t i
All
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All thatI can do for thee, faid he. is, that I will net
take thy life ; don’t flatter thyfelf that I will fend thee
fafe and found back, I muft let thee feel what 1 am able
to do by my inchantments; with that he laid violent
hands on me, and carried me crofs the vault of the fub-
terranean palace, which opened to give him paflage;
‘he flew up with me {o high, that the earth feemed to
be only a litcle white cloud ; from thence he came down
again like lightening, and alighted upon the ridge of a
mountain. l

There he took up a handful of earth, and pronounced
or rather muttered, fome words which I did not under-
ftand, and threw it upon me, Leave the fhape of a man,
fays he to me, and take on thee that of an ape. He
vanifhed immediately, and left me alone, transformed
into an ape, overwhelmed with {orrow in a ftrange
country, not knowing if I was near unto, or far from,
my father’s dominions.

I went down from the height of the mountain, and
came into a plain country, which took me a month’s
time to travel thro’, ahd then Icame to a coalt of the
fea. It happened to be then a great calm, and I efpied
a veflel about half a league from the fhore: I would
not lofe this good opportunity, but broke off a large
branch from a tree, which I carried with me tothe fea-
fide, and fet myfelf aftride npon it, with a ftick in each
hand to ferve me for oars. :

I launched out in this pofture, and advanced near
the thip. - When I was nigh enough to be known, the
feamen and paflengers that were uponthe deck thought
if an extraordinary {pectacle, and 2ll of them looked
upon me with great aftonithment. In the medn time I
got aboard, and laying hold of a rope, I jumped upon
the deck, and having loft my fpeech, I found myfelf
in a very great perplexity ; and indeed the ritk I ran
then, -was nothing lefs than when I was at the mercy
of the genie. - ,

The merchants; being both fuperftitions and ferupu-
lous, believed I fhould occafion fome mifchief to their
voyage, if they received me ; therefore, fays one, 1 will
knock him down with an hand-fpike ; fays another, I
will fhoot an arrow through his guts; fays a third, Let

us
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‘us throw him into the fea. Senie of them would not
have failed to have executed their defign, if I had not-
got to that fide where the caprain was; when I threw
myfelf at bis feet, and took him by the coat in abegging
pofture.  This altion, together with the tears which he
faw gufh from my eyes, moved his compaffion ; fo that
he took me into his proteétion, threatened to be reveug-
ed on him that would do me the leaft hurt; and he him-
Aelf made very much of me. Aad on my part, though
1 had no power to {peak, I did, by my geftures, {hew
all poffible figns of gratitude.

The wind that fucceeded the calmwas gentle and fa-
+vourable, and did notalter for fifty days, but brought us
Aafe to the port ofa finé town, well peopled, and of

great trade, where we came to an anchor: It was o
much the more confiderable, that it was the capital city
of a powerful ilate.

Gur veflel was fpeedily furrounded with an infinite
number of boats full of people, that either came to
congratulate their friends npon their fafe arrival, or to
enquire for thofe they had left behind them in the coun-
try from whence they came, or ont of curiofity, to fee
a fhip that came froma far country.

Amongft the reft, fome officers came on board, de-
firing to fpeak with the merchants in the name of the
Sultan. ‘The merchants appearing, one of the officers
told them, The fultan, our maiter, hath commanded us

.10 acquaint you, that he is glad of your {afe arrival, and
prays you to take the trouble, every one of you, to
write fome lines upon this roll of paper: And that his
defign by this may be underftood, you muft know that
swe had a primre vizier, who befides a great capacity to
manage affairs, underflood writing to the higheft per-
« fe@ion. This minifter is lately dead, at which theful-
.tan is very much troubled, and fince he can never be-
hold his writing without admiration, he has made a
folemn vow, not to give the place to any man butto him
that canwrite as well as he did. Abundance of people
haye prefente’ their writings; but, to this day, no
body in all this empire has been judged werthy to fup-
ply the vizier's place.
: Thofe
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Thofe merchants that believed they could write well
enough to pretend to this high dignity, wrote one after
another what they thonght fit.  After they had done, 1
advanced, and took the roll out of the gentleman’s
band : Buat all the people; efpecially the merchants,
cried out, hewill tearit, or throw it into the fea, till
they faw how propesly 1-held the roll, and made a fign
that I would write tn my torn. Then they were of
another opinion, and their fear turned into admiration :
However, fince they had never feen an ape that could
write, nor could be perfvaded that I was more ingeni-
ous than other apes, they offered to fnatch the roll out
of my hand 5 but the captain took my part once more.
Lethim alone, faid he, fuffer him towrite. 1f heonly
feribbles the paper, I promife youthat [ will punifh him
ppon the fpor.  1f, on the contrary, he writes well, as
T hope he will, becaufe I never faw an ape {o handy and
ingenious, and fo apprehenfive of every thing, I do
declare that I will own him as my fon ; | had one that
had not the wit by far that he has, Perceiving thatno
man did any more oppofe my defign, I took the pen,
and wrote before I had done, fix forts of hands ufed
among the Arabians, and each {pecimen contained an
extemporary diftich or quatrain in praife of the fultan,
My writing did not only outdo that of the merchants,
but, T dare fay, they had not before feen any fuch fair
writing in that country. When I had done, the officers
took the roll, and carried it to the fultan.

‘I'hus far was Scheherazade come with her flory when_
day-light appeared:  Sir, faid fhe to Schahriar, if Thad
time to continue, I would give your majeity an account
of things far more furprizing than what I have already
told. The Sultan, who had refolved to hear the end of
the ftory, got up without {aying one word. o

The Foriy-minth Night.

\HE next morning Dinarzade, being awake before
day, called the Sultanefs, and faid, Siiter, if you -

be notafleep, pray let ushear the relt of the adventures,
that happened to theape, I.believe my lord the Sultan
is no less curions to know it than myfelf. You fhall
> both
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both be fatisfied, anfwered Scheherazade; and that yow
may foon be ealed of your longing, the fecond Calender
continued his flory thus:

The fultan took little notice of any.of the other writ-
ings, but confidered mine, which was fo much to his
Iiking, I'hat he fays to the officers, Take the fineft horfe
in my ftable, w'th the richeft harnefs, and arobe of the
mok fumptudus brocade, to put upon that perfon who:
wiote the fix hands, and bring him hither to me. At
this command the officers could not forbear laughing ;
the fultan grew angry at their boldnefs, and was ready
to punifh them, till they told him, Sir, we humbly beg
your majefty’s pardon ; thefe hands were not written by
a man, but by an ape. What do you fay,. fays the ful-
tan ! Thofe admirable characrs, are they not written
by the hands of a.man ? No, Sir, replies the officers, we
co zflure your majefty that it was an ape, who wrote
them in our prefence. The fultan was too much fur-
prized at this account not to defirea fight of me, and
thesrefore fays, Do what I command. you, and bring me
fpeedily that wonderful ape.

The eficers returned to the veffel, and fhewed the
captain their order, who anfivered, the fultan’s com-
mand moft be obeyed. ~ Whereupon they cluathed me
with that rich brocade robe, and carried me athore,
where they fet. me on horfeback, whillt the fultan
waited for me at his: palace with a great number of
courtiers, whom he gathered together to do me the
-more honour.

The cavalcade being begun, the harbour, the fireets,
the publick places, windows, terraces, palaces, and
houfes, were all filled with an infinite number of people
of all forts, who were curious to come from .all parts of

_ the city to fee me ; for the ramour was fpread in a.mbo-
meMy that the fultan had chofen an ape to be his grand
vizier, and after having ferved for a {peftacle to the

e Eeoplc, who could not forbear to exprefs the_ir furprize,

y redoubling their fhouts and cries, I arrived.at the

palace of the {ultan, { .

I found the prince fet on his throne in.the midft of |
the grandees ; I made my bow three times very low,
and at laft kneeled and kifled the ground before }*um"i

- an
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and afterwards fat down on my feat in the pofture of an
ape. The whole affembly admired me, and could not
comprehiend how it was poffible that an ape fhould uf-
derftand {o well to give tﬁe {ultan his due refpect; and
he himfelf was more aftonithed than any man. In fhort,
the ufuzl ceremony of the audience would have been
compleat, could Ihaye added [peech to my behaviour ;
but apes do never fpeak, and the advantage I had of
having been a man, did not allow me thatprivilege.

The fultan difmiffed his coustiers, aud none remained
by him but the chiefof the eunuchs, a little young flave,
and myfelf. He went from his chamberof audience into
his own apartment, where he ordered dinner to be
brought. As he fat attable he gave me a fien to come
-near, and eat with them: To fhew my aEedicnce, I
kifed .the ground, flood up, fat me down at table, and
eat withdifcretion and .moderatien.

Before the table was uncovered, I efpied an inkhorn,
which I made a fign fhould be brought me ; having got
it, I wrote upon a large peach fome verfes after my way,
which teftified my acknowledgement to the fultan ; who
having read them. after my prefenting him the peach, it
increafed his'aftonithment. When the table was unco-
vered, they brought him a particular liquor, of which
he caufed them to giveme a glafs: I drank, and wrote
fome new verfes upon it, which explained the ftate T was
in, after a great many fufferings. The fultan read them
likewife, and faid, An ape that was capable of doing
fo much, ought to be exalted above the greateft of
men,

. The{ultan canfed them to bring in a chefs-board,
and afked me by a fign, if [ underftood that game, and
would play with him ? I kiffed the ground,*and laying
my hand upon my head, fignified that I was ready to
receive that honour. He won the firft game, but I won
the fecond and third  and perceiving he was fomewhat
difpleated at it, I made aquatrain to' pacify him ; in
which I told him, that two potent armies, had been
fighting very eagerly all day, but that they made up a
peace towards the evening, and paffed the remainin

part of the night very peaceably together upon the Ecls
of battle. . [+

So
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So many things appearing to the fultan, far beyond
whatever any one had either feen or known of the be-
haviour or knowledge of apes, he would not be the
only witnefs of thefe prodigies himfelf, but haviog a
daughter, called the lady of beauty; to whom the head

- of the eunuchs, then prefent, was governor, Go, faid
the fultan to him, ard bid your lady come hither: I am
willing fhe fhounld have a fhare in my pleafure.

. The eunuch went, and immmediately brought the
princefs, who had her face uncovered; but fhe was ne
{ooner got into the room, then fhe puton her veil, and
{aid to the fultan, Sir, your majefty muft needs have for-
gotyourfelf ; I am very much furprized that your majefty
has fent for me to appear among men, How, daughter 1
faid the fultan, you do not know what yon fay: Here
is nobody but the little flave, the eunuch your gover-
nor, and myfelf, who have the liberty to fee your face;
and yet you lower your ‘veil, and would make me a
criminal in having fent for you hither. Sir, faid
the princefs, your majefty fhall foon underftand that
I am not in the wrong. That ape you fce before
you, though he has the fhape of an ape, is a young
prince, fonof a great king : he has been metamorphofed
into an ape by inchantment. A genie, the fon of the
daughter of Elbis, has malicioufly done him this wrong,
after having cruelly taken away the life of the princefs
of the ifle of Ebene, daughter to the king “of Epiti~
marus.

The fultan, aftonifhed atthis difconrfe, turned towards
me, and {poke no more by figns, but in plain words,
alked me, if it was traoe what his daughter faid ? Seeing
1 could not fpeak, I put my hand to my head to fignify
that what the princefs fpoke was true. Upon this the
fultan faid again to his daughter, How do you know
that this prince has been transformed by inchantments
into an ape ¥ Sir, replied the lady of beauty, your
majelty may remember that when I was paft my infancy,
Ihad an old lady waited upon me; fhe was a moft ex-

ert magician, and taught e feventy rules of magick,

y virtue of which 1 can tranfport your capital city into
the midft of the fea in the twinkling of an eye, or be-
yond mount Caucafus. By this {cience, I know all in-

chanted



ENTERTAINMENTS, 143

chanted perfons at firlt fight: T know who they are, and !
by whom they have been inchanted; therefore do not
admire ifI fhould forthwith relieve this prince, in de-
fpite of the inchantments, from that which hinders him
to appear in your fight what he naturally is. Daoghter,
{faid the {ultan, I did not believe you to have underftood
fo much. Sir, replied the princefs, thefe things are
curious and worth knowing; but I think I ought not
to boaft of them. Since it is fo, faid the fultan, you
can difpel the prince’s inchantment. Yes, fir, faid the
princefs, I can reftore him to his firft thape again. Do
it then, faid the fultan, you cannot do me a greater
pleafure ; for I will have him to be my vizier, and he
fhall marry you. Sir, faid the princels, I am ready to
obey you in all that you fhall be pleafed o command
me.

Scheherazade, as fhe fpoke, efpied day, and broke
off her ftory of the fecond Calender: And Schahriar,
judging the fequel would be as diverting as the former
partof it, refolved to hear it next day.

Tihe Fifricth Night.

Inarzade called the Sultanefs at the afual hour, fay-

ing, Sifter, if you be not alleep, pray do us the
favour to tell us how the lady of beauty reftored the fe-
cond Calender 1o his former fhape. You fhall hearit,
fays Scheherazade : "The Calender refumed his difcourfe
.thus :

The princefs, the lady of beauty, went into her
-apartment, from whence fhe broughtin a knife, which
had fome Hebrew words engraven on the blade: She
.made us all, viz. the fultan, the mafler of the eunuchs,
the little flave, and myfelf, to go down into a ‘private
.court adjoining to the palace, and there left us under a
gallery that went round it. She placed herfelf in the
middle of the court, where fhe madea great circle, and
within it fhe wrote feveral words in Arabian charaéers,
fome of them ancient, and others of thofe which they
<all the chara@ers of Cleopatra.

When fhe had finithed and prepared the circle as fhe
thought fir, fhe placed herfelf in the center of it, where

: e
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flie began abjurations, and repeated verfes out of the
. Alcoran. The air grew infenfibly dark, as if it had
been night, and the whole world about to be diflolved :
We found ourfelves firuck with a panick, and this fear
increafed the more when we faw the genie, the fon of
the daughter of Elbis, appearall of a fudden in the
fhape of a lion of a frighttul fize.

As foon as the princefs perceived this monfter, You
dog, faid fhe, initead of creeping before me; dare you 3
prefent yourfelf in this {hape, thinking to frighten me ?
And thou, rePliecl the lion, art thou not afraid to break
the treaty which was folemnly made and confirmed be-
tween us by oath, notto wrong or do one another any
hurt! Oh ! thou curfed creature! replied the princefs,
I can juftly reproach thee with doing fo. The lion
anfwered fiercely, Thou fhalt quickly have thy reward
for the trouble thou haft given me toreturn: With that
he opened his terrible throat, and ran at her to de- -
vour her ; but fhe, being on her guard, leaped backward,
got time to pull out one of her Eairs, and by pronounc-
ing three or four words, changed herfelf into a fharp
fivord, wherewith fhe cut the lion thro” the middle in
two pieces. =

The two parts of the lion vanifhed, and the head
only was left, which changed itfelf into a large fcor-
pion. Immediatety the princefs turned herfelf into a
ferpent, and fought the fcorpion, who: finding him-
felf worlted, took the fhape of an eagle, and flew
away : But the ferpent at the fame time took alfo. the
fhape of an eagle, that was black and much ftronger,
and purfued him, fo that we loft the fight of them
both. t N

Some time after they had difappeared, the ground
opened before us, and out of it came forth a cat; black
and white, with her hair ftanding upright, and keeping
a fearful miauling ; a black wolf followed her clofe,
and gave her no time to reft. The cat, being thus
hard befet, changed herfelf into a worm, and being
nigh to a pomegranate, that had accidently fallea

. from a tree that grew on the fide of a canal, which
was deep, but not broad, the worm pierced the pome-
granate in an inflant, and hid idelf, but the pome-
- granate
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granate fivelled immediately, and became as big as a
gourd, which mounting up«to the top of the grllery,
folled there for fome {pace backward and forward, fell
down again into the court, and broke into feveral
pieces.. y

The wolfe, who had in the mean while transformed
itfelf into a cock, fell a picking vp the feeds of the
pomegranate one after.another ; but finding no more,
he came towards us with his wings {pread, ‘making a
great noife, as if he would atk us whether there was
any more feed. There was one lying on the brink of
the eanal, which the cock perceiving as he went back,
ran fpeedily thither ; but jult as he was going to pick it
up, the feed rolled into the river, and turned into a
liztle fith.

But 1 {ee day, Sir, faid Scheherazade, which had it
not come fo fuddenly, I am perfuaded that which I
fhould have faid farther would have given yonr majefty
a great deal of fatisfaction. Upon this fhe ftopt, and
the Sultan arofe: But his thoughts being altogether
taken up with fuch unheard-of adventures, he was ex-
tremely impatient till he heard theyelt of the ftory.

The Fifty-fifth Night.

DInarzade made no feruple to difturb the Sultanefs
next morning, and called to her, Sifter, if you
be not aﬂcer, pray begin where you left off that won-
derful ftory laft night ; 1 am very defirous to know what
followed after all thofe metamorphofes.  Scheherazade
called to mind where fhe had made a ftop, and addrefl-
ing her difcourfe to the Sultan, Sir, fays fhe, the fe-
cond Calender continued his flory after this manner.
The cock jumped into the river and was turned iuto
a pike, that purfued the fmall fith ; they continued
both under water above two hours, and we knew not
what was become of them, but all of a fudden we heard
tersible cries, which made us to quake, and a litde
while after we faw the genie and princefs all in flames 2
They threw flathes of fire out of their mouths at one
another, till they came to it hand to hand; then the
two fites increafed, with a thick burning fmoke, which
Vou. L. H mounted
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mounted fo high that wehad reafon to fear that it would
fet the place on fire. But we very foon had a more
prefling occafion of fear, for the genie having got loofe
from the princefs, came to the gallery where we ftood,
and blew flames of fire upon vs : We had all perifhed,

* if the princefs, running to our affiftance, iad not forced

him, by her efforts, toretire, and defend himfelf againft
her ; yet, notwithftanding all her diligence, fhe could
not hinder the fultan’s beard from being burnt, and his
face {poiled, the chief of the eunuchs from being ftified,
and burnt on the fpot, nor afpark to enter my right
eye, and make it blind, The fultan and I expected
nothing but death, when we heard a cry, Vicory,
victory ! and all of a fudden the princefs appeared in
her natural fhape, but the genie was reduced to an heap
of afhes.

The princefls came near to us, that fhe might not
lofe time, called for a cup full of water, which the
young flave, that had got no damage, brought her: She
took it, and after pronouncing fome words over it, threw
it upon me, faying, If thou art become an ape by in-
chantment, change thy fhape, and take that of a man,
which thou hadft before, Thefe words were hardly
uttered, till I became a man, as I was before, one eye
only excepted.

1 was preparing myfelf to give thanks to the princefs,
butfhe prevented me, by addrefling herfelf to her father

thas : Sir, Ihave got the victory over the genie, as your

majefty may fee ; butit is a victory that cofts me dear;
T have but a few minutes to live, and you will not
have the fatisfa&tion to make the match you intended ;
the fire has pierced me during the terrible combat, and I
find it confumes me by degrees : This would not have
happened, had I perceived the laft of the pomegranate
{eeds, and fwallowed it, as [ did the other when I -was
changed into a cock : the genie had fled thither, as
to hislaft intrenchment, and upon that. the fuccefs of
the combat depended, which would have been fuc-
cefsful, and without danger to me: This {lip obliged
me to have jrecourfe to fire, and to fight with thofe
aighty arms as I did between heaven and earth, in

* your prefence ; for, in fpite of all his redoubtable art

-and
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and experience, I made the genie to know thatI un~
derflood more than he: I have conquered and reduced
him to afhes, but I cannot efcape death, which is ap.
proaching.

Here Scheherazade broke off the flory of the fecond
Calender, and faid to the Sultan, Sir, day-light ap~
pears, which forbids me to fay any more ; but if vour -
majefty thinks fit to let me live till to-morrow, you
fhall hear the end of this ftory. Schahriar confented,
and got up according to cuftom, to take care of the
affairs of his empire. v

The Fifty-fecond Night. *
Dl'narzade awaking fome time before day, called
upon the Sultanefs, and faid, My dear fifter, if
you be not afleep, I would pray you to finifh the ftory
of the fecond Calender. Scheherazade refumed her dii-
courfe, and went on as follows:

The Calenderalways direGting his {peech to Zobeide,

told her, Madam, the fultan fuffered the princefs, the
lady of beauty, to go on with the recital of her combat:
And when fhe had done, he {poke to her in atone that.
fufficiently teftified his grief. My daughter, {aid he,
you fee in what condition your father is; alas! I won-
der that I am yetalive! Yourgovernor, the eunuch, is
dead, and the prince whom you have delivered from liis
inchantment has loft one of his eyes. He counld fpeak
no more, for his tears, fighs, and {fobs made him {peech-
lefs 5 his daughter and 1 were exceeding fenfible of his
forrow, and wept with him.
; In the mean time, while they were ftriving to ontdo
one another in grief, the princefs cryed, 1 burn, Oh, I
burn, She found that the fire which confumed her,
had at laft feized upen her whole body, which made
her fill cry, I'burn, until death had made an end of
her intolerable pains. The effeé of that fire was fo
extraordinary, that in a few moments fhe was wholly
reduced to athes, as was the genie, :

I can’t tell you, madam, how much I was grieved
at fo difmal a {pe@acle; I had rather all my life have
continued an ape or a dog, than to have feen my bene-
faltrefs thus sniferably perith, The fultan being afilicted

H 2 beyond
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beyond all that can be imagined, cried out piteoufly,
and beat himfelf on his head and flomach, until {uch
time as being quite overcome with grief, he fainted
away, which made me fear hjslife. Inthe mean time
the euntichs and officers came running at the {ultan’s’
cries, and with very much ado brought him to himfelf
again. ‘There was noneed for that prince and me to
givethem a long narrative of this adveature, in order to
convince them of their great lofs. The two heaps of
athes, into which the princefs and the genie had been
_reduced, was demonftration enough. ‘T'he fultan was
hardly able to ftand npright, but was forced to be fup-
orted by them till he could get to his apartment.

When the noife of the tragical event had fpread itfelf
thro’ the palace and the city, all the people bewailed
the misfortune of the princels, the lady of beauty, and
were fenfible of the fultan’s afilition. Ewvery one was
in decp mourning for feven days, and a great many
ceremonics were performed : The afhes of the genie
avere thrown into the air, butthofe of the princefs were
gathered into a precious urn, to be kept, and the urn

~was fet in a ftately tomb, which was built for that por-
pofe, on the fame place where the athes had lain.

The grief which the Sultan conceived for the lofs of
his daughter threw him into a fit of ficknefs, which con-
£ned him to his chamber for a whole month. He had not
fully recovered ftrength when he fent for me ; Prince,
{aid he, hearken to the orders that I now give you, it will
coft you your life, if yeu do not put them into execution.
1 affured him of exaét obedience ; upon which he went
on thus: I have confantly lived in perfot felicity, and
svas never crofied by any accident; but by your arrival
all the happinefs I poffefled is vanifhed; my danghter is
dead, her governor is no more, and it is thro’ a mi-
racle that L am yet alive. Yeou are the caufe of all
thofe misfortunes, for whichit is impoflible that I thould
be comforted 5 therefore depart from hence in peace,
but without farther delay, for I myfelf muft perifh, if
.you ftay any longer ; T am perfuaded that your prefence
brings mifchief along with it. This is all I have to

- fay to you. Depart and take care of ever appearing
#gain in my dominions; there is a0 confideration what-
Pt G foever,
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foever, that fhall hinder me from making ysa repent of
~it. 1 was going to {peak, but he flopt my mouth by
words full of anger; andfo I was obliged to remove
from his palace, rejeéted, banithed, thrown off by all
the world, and not knowing what would become of me.
Before 1 left the city, 1 went into a bagnio, where L,
caufed my beard and eye-brows to be fhaved, and put
on a.Calender’s habit. 1 began my journey, not {o
much deploring my own miferies, as the death of the
two fair princeffes, of which I have been the occafion.
1 paffed thro® many countries without making myflf
known ; at laft I refolved to come to Bagdady in hopes
to get mylelf introduced to the commander of the faith~s
ful, to move his conipaffion, by giving him an aceount
of imy firange adventures. 1 came hithey this evening,
and the firlt man I met was this Calender, our brother,.
that [poke before me.  You know the remaining part,
inadam, and the canfe of my having the honour to be
here, ;

When the fecond Calender made an end of his fory,
Zobeide, to whom he had addrefied his {peech, told
him, *Tis very well, you may go which way you pleafe ;
I give you leave: but inftead of departing, he .alfo
petitioned the lady to hew him the fame favour fhe had
vouchfafed. to the firlt Calender, and went and fat down
by him. But, Sir, {aid Scheherazade, as fhe {poke
thefe words, ’tis day, andI muft go no farther ; I dare *
however aflure you, that how agreeable foever this
flory of the fecond Calender may feem to you, that of
the third will be no lefs worthy of your hearing, if
your majeity be pleafed to have patience, The Sul-
tan being defirous to know whether ic would appear fo
wonderful as the laft, got out of bed with a refolution
to prolong Scheherazade’s life farther, tho’ the delay he
had granted was determined feveral days before.

The Fifty-third Night. iz

ABOUT the latter end of the: following night,
Dinarzade addrefled herfelf to the Sultanefs,
thus: Dear fifter, 1 pray, until day appear, which will
be very foon, be pleafed to relate fome of the fine ffories

e | you
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you haveread : I would willingly, faid Schahriar, hear
the ftory of the third Calender. Sir, replied Schehera-
zade, you fhall be obeyed. The third Calender, per-
ceiving it was his tarn to fpeak, addrefled his fpeech,
as the reft had done, to Zobeide, and began in this
manner.

The Hiftory of the Third Calender, a King’s Som.
Moft bonourable Lady, :

THAT which I am going to tell you very much
differs from what you have heard already. The
two princes that {poke before me have each loft an eye,
by the pure effefts of their deftiny, but mine I loft thro®
my own fault, and by haftening tofeek my own misfor«
tune, as you fhall hear by thefequel of the ftory.
- My name is Agib, and I am the fon of a king, who
was called Caflib+ After his death I took pofleflion of
his dominions, and refided in the fame city where he
lived before. 'The city is fituated on the fea-coaft, has
one of the fineft and fafeft harbours in the world, an
arfenal large enongh for fitting out 5o men of war to
fea, that arc always ready on occafion, and light fri-
gates, and pleafare-boats for recreation. My kingdom
1scompofed of feveral fine provinces upon Terra Firma,
befides a number of fpacious iflands, every one of which
lie almoft in fight of my capital cjty,

The firft thing I did was to vifit the provinces : I
afterwards caufed to fit out and man my whole fleet,
and wentto my iflands to gain the hearts of my fubje@s
by my prefence, and to confirm them in their loyalt?' :
and fome time after I returned, I went thither again,
Thefe voya% s giving me f{ome tafte of navigation, [
took fo much pleafure in it, that I refolved to make
fome difcoveries beyond my iflands; to which end I-
caufed only ten fhnips to be fitted out, embarked on
board them, and fet fail.

- Our voyage was very fuccefsful for forty days to-
gether, but on the forty-firlt night the wind became
contrary, and withal {o boifterous, that we were like to
have been loft in the florm : about break of day ihe
wind grew calm, and the clouds were difperfed, a:ﬁd
i the
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the fun having brought back fair weather, we came clofe
to an ifland, where we remained two days to take in
frefh provifions : this being done, we put off again to
{ea. After ten days fail, we were in hopes of feeing
land, for the tempefts we had gone thro’ had fo mich
abated my curiofity, that I gave orders to fleer back
to my own coaft ; but I perceived at the fame timethat
my pilot knew not where we were. Upon the tenth
day, a feaman being fent to look out for land from the
main-maft head, he gave notice, that on Ttarboard and
larboard he could fee nothing but the fky and the fea,
which boanded the horizon ; but juft before us upon
the ftem, he faw a great blacknels,

The pilot changed colonratthisrelation,and throwing
his turban on the deck with one hand, and beating his
breaft with t'other, cried Oh, Sir, we are all loft, not
one of us will efcape ; and with all my fkill it is not in
my power to prevent it : Having {poke thus, he fell a
crying like 2 man who forefaw unavoidable ruin; his
defpair put the whole fhip’s crew in a terror, I afked
him what reafon he had thus to defpair ? He told me,
the tempeft, which he had out-lived, had brought us {o
far out of our courfe, that to-morrow about noon we
fhall come near to that black place, which is nothing
elfe but the black mountain, thatisa mine of adamant,
which at this very minute draws all your fleet towards
it, by virtue of your iron and nails that are in your
fhips ; and when we come to-morrow at a certain dif-
tance, the firength of the adamant will have fuch a
force, thatall the nails will be drawn out of the fidcs
and bottomsof the fhips, and faften to the mountain,
fo that your velffel will fall to pieces, and fink to the
bottom. And as the adamant has a virtue to draw all
jron to it, whereby its attraltion becomes flronger, this
mountain on the fide of the fea 1s all covered over with
nails, drawn out of aninfinite number of veffels that
have perifhed by it ; and this preferves and augments
its virtue at the fame time.

This mountain, continues the pilot, isvery rugged ;
on the top of it there is a dome of fine brals, fupported
by pillars of the fame, and upon the top of that dome
there ftands a horfe of the fame metal, with a rider on

H 4 kis
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his'back, who has a plate of lead fixed to his breaft,
upon which fome talifmanical charaélers are engraven:
Sir, the tradition is, that this fatue-s the chief caufe
that fo many fhips and men have been loft and funk in
“this place, and that it will ever continue to be fatal to
all thofe that have the misfortune to come. near to it,
until fuch time that it fhall be thrown down.

The pilot, having ended his difcourfe, began to weep
afre(h, and this made all the reft of the fhip’s company
to do the like. I myfelf had no other thought, but that
my days were there to have an end; in the mean time
every one began to provide for his own fafety, and to

. ‘that'end took all imaginable precautions ; and, being

ncertain of the event, they all made one another their

ﬂeirs, by virtue of a will, for the benefit of thofe that
g4 fhould happen to be faved,

The next morning we perceived the black mountain
very plain, and the idea we had conceived ,of it made

‘it appear more frightful than it was. About noon we
were come {0 near, that we found what the pilot had
foretold to be true, for we faw all the nails and iron
about the thips fly towards the mountain, where they
fixed, by the vialénce of the attraion, with a horrible
noife ; the fMips {plit afunder, and funk into the fea,
which was fo deep about the place, that we could not
found it. - All my people were drowned, but God had
mercy on me, and permitted me to fave mylelf by means
of a plank, which the wind drove afhore juft at the foot
of the mountain ; I did not receive the leaft hurt, and
‘my good fortune brought me to a landing-place, where
‘there were fteps that went up to the top of the mountain,

Scheherazade would have gone on with her ftory, but
day appearing, fhe was obliged to keep filence. The
Sultan was convinced by this beginning, that the Sul-
tanefs had not deceived him, and therefore we are not

_ to wonder that he did not order ber to die that day.

The Fifty-fourth Night.
OR the fake of heaven, cried Dinarzade next
A" morning, if you be not afleep, filter, go on with
the flory of the third Calender. My dear fifter, faid

Scheherazade, the prince renewed his difcourfe thus A
’ 5
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At the fight of thefe fieps, faid he, for there was nos
2 bit of ground either on the right or left, whercon a
man could fet his foot, I gave thanks to God, and re-
commended myfelf to his holy proteéion, as I began
to mount the fteps which were fo narrow, rugged, and
hard to get up, that had the wind blown ever fo
little, it would have thrown me down into the fea..
But, at laft, I gct up to the top, without any accident.
I came into the dome, and kneeling on the ground,
gave God thanks for his mercies to me.

I pafled the night under the dome, and in. my {leep
an old grave man appeared to me, and faid, Hearken,,
Acib, as foon as thou arf awake, dig up the ground
under thy feet: thou fhalt find a.bow of brals, a‘ﬁ
tiree arrows of lead, that are made under certain cof
itellations, to deliver mankind from {fo many calami=g
ties that threaten them. Shoot the three arrows atYhel
flatue, and the rider fhall fallinto t: e fea, but the horfe *
will fall down by thy fide, which thou maft bury in ™
the fame place from whence you tcok the bow “and
arrows: Thisbeing done, the fea will fwell and rife up
to the foot of the dome that ftands upon the top of the
mountain : When it comes up fo high, thou fhalz &
a boat with one man and an oar in each hand: T]‘?"_s
man is alfo of metal, but different from that thou hait
thrown dowa ; ftepon board to him, without meation-
ing the name of God, and let him conduét thee. - He
will in ten days time, bring thee into another fea,
where thou fhalt find an opportunity to get home to thy
country fafe and found, provided, as | have told thee,
thou doft n6t mention the name of God during the
whole voyage.

This-was the contents of the old man’s difcourfe,
When 1 awaked [ was very much comfortedby the vifion,
and did notfail to obferve every thing that he had com-
maaded me. I took the bow and arrows out of the
ground, fhot ’em at tire horfeman, and with the third
arrow: I overthrew him, and he fell into the fea, and
the horfe fell by my fide, which I buried in the place
whence I took the bow and arrows ; and in the mean
time, the fea fwelled and rofe up by degrees: When
it came as high as the foot of the dome that ftood

Hs ~ upon
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upon the top of the mountain, I faw afar off, a boat
rowing towards me, and I returned God thanks that
every thing {ucceeded according to my dream.

At laft the boat came afhore, and I faw the manwas
made of metal, according as I had dreamt. 1 flept
aboard, and took great heed not to pronounce the name.
of God, neither fpoke Ione word at all ; I fat down,
and the man of metal began to row off from the moun-
tain, He rowed without ceafing till the ninth day, that
I faw fome iflands, which put me in hopes that I {hould
be outofall the danger that I was afraid of. The excels
of my joy made me forget what I was forbidden to do :
God’sname be bleft, faid 1, the Lord be praifed.

1 had no fooner fpoke thefe words, but the boat funk
with the man of metal, and leaving me upon the furface,
1 fwvam the remaining part of the day towards that land
which appeared neareft to me, A very dark night fuc-
ceeded, and not knowing whereabouts I was, 1 fivam.
at a ventare ; my ftrength at laft began to fail, and I
defpaired of being able to fave myfelf; when the wind
began to blow hard, and a wave as big as a mountain
threw me on a flat, where it left me, and drew back.
%made hafte to getafhore, fearing another wave might

fh me back again, The firft thing I.did was to ftrip
and wring the water out of my clothes, and then laid
them down on the dry fand, which was fill pretty
warm by the heat of the day.

Next morning the fun dried my clothes betimes; I
put them on, and went forward to fee whereabouts I
was; I had not walked very far, till I found I was got
upon 2 little defart ifland, tho’ very pleafant, where
there grew feveral forts of trees and wild fruits; but I
perceived it wasvery farfrom the continent, which much
diminithed the joy I conceived for having efcaped the
danger of the feas. Notwithftanding, 1 recommended
myfelf to God, and prayed himto diipofe of me accord-
ing to bis good will and pleafure; at the fame time I
faw a veflel coming from the main land, before the
wind, dire@tly to the ifland. I doubted not but they
were coming to anchor there, and being uncertaim what
fort of people they might be, whether friends or foes,
1 thought it not {afe for me to be feen; I got up into a

: very
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very thick tree, from whence I might {afely view thems
The veflel came into a little creek, where ten flaves
landed, carrying a fpade and other initruments fit for
digging up the ground; they went towards the middle
of the ifland, where I faw them ftop, and dig the
groand a long while, after which [ thought [ faw them
lift up a trap-door. They returned again to the veffel,
and unladed feveral forts of provifions and furniture,
which they carried to that place where they had broken
ground, and fo went downward, which made me fup-
pofe it was a {ubterraneous dwelling.

| faw them once more go to the fhip, and return
foon after with an old man, who led a very handfome
young lad in his hand, of about fourteen or fifteen years
of age ; they all wentdownat the trap door : And being
come up again, having letdown the trap door, and co-
vered it over with earth, they returned to the creek
where the fhip lay, but I faw not the young man in
their company ; this made me believe that he ftaid be-
hind in that place under ground, at which I could not
but be extremely aftonifled.

The old man and the flaves went aboard again, and

the veflel being got under f{uil, fteered its courie towards .

the mainland. When I perceived they were at fuch
diftance that they could not fee me, I came down from
the tree, and went directly to the place where I had
feen the ground broken; I removed the earth by de-
grees, till I found a flone that was two or three feet
fquare. 1 lifted itup, and faw it covered thehead of
the ftairs, which were alfo of flone. I wentdown, and
came into alarge room, where there was laid a foot~
carpet, and a couch covered with tapellry, and cnfhions
of rich ftuff, upon which the young man fat, witha fan
in his hand. I faw all this by the light of two tapers,
together with the fruits and flower-pots he had flanding
about him. 'The young lad was ftartled at the fight of
me. PBut to rid him of his fear, T fpoke to him as L
came in thus: Whoever you be, Sir, donet fear any
thing, a king, and the fon ofa king, as 1 am, is nut
capable of doing you any prejudice : on the contrary,
it is probable, that your good deftiny has brought me
hither, todeliver you ou;_loé' thissgomb, where itieems,
they
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they have buried you alive, for reafons unknown to me.
Baut that which makes me wonder, and what I cannot
conceive (for you muft know, that I have been witnefs
to all that hath paffed fince your coming into this ifland)
is, that you fuffered yourfelf to be buried in this place
without any refiftance,

Scheherazade broke off here, and the Sultan arofe,
very impatient to know why this young lad was thus
abandoned in a defert ifland, as to which he promifed
himfelf fatisfaQtion next night.

The Fifty-fifth Nights

Inarzade perceiving it was time to call upon the
D Sulcanefs, faid, Sifter, if you be not aflegp,
ray refume the ftory of the third Calender. Sche-
Ecrazade gave her no occafion to repeat her requeft, and
went on this manner,

The young man, continued the third Calender, re-
covered himfelf at thefe words, and prayed me, with a
{miling countenance to fit down by him; which when
I had done, he faid, Prince, Lam to acquaint you with
a matter fo odd in itfelf, that it cannot bot {urprize
you,

My father is a merchant jeweller, who has acquired,
through his ingenuity in his calling, a great eftate ; he
hath a great many flaves, and alfo deputies, whom he
employsto go as fupercargoes to fea with hisown fhips,
on purpofe to maintain the correfpondence he has at fe«
veral courts, which he furnifhes with fuch precious
ftones as they want, ; R

He had been married a long while, and without iffue,.
when he undetftood by a dream that he fhould have a
fon, tho’ his life would be but fhort, at which he was
very much concerned when he awaked. Somedays after,
my mother acquainted him that fhe was with child, and
the time which fhe fuppofed to be that of her concep-
tion agreed exaltly with the day of his dream. She was
brought tobed of me at the end of nine months; which
occafioned great joy in the family.

My father, who had obferved the very moment of
my birth, confulted aftrologers about my nativity, who
told him, Your fon fhall live very happily till the agg;-_
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of fifteen, when he will be in danger of lofing his life,
and hardly be able to efcapeit. Burif his good deftiny
preferve Kim beyond that time, he will live to grow
very old. ’Twill be then (faid they) when the ftatue of
brafs, that fltands wpon the top of the mountain of
Adamant, {hall be thrown down into the fea by prince
Agib, fon of king Calflib ; and, as the ftars prognofti-
cate, your fon fhall be killed fifty days afterwards by
that prince.

As the event of this part of the predi&ion about the
{fratue agrees exaély with my father’s dream, it afficted

him- “w-auch, that he was ftruck to the very heart with
1t. In the mean time, he took all imaginable care of
my ‘education until this prefent year, which is the
fitteenth of my age ; and he had notice given him yefter-
day, that the flatne of brafs had been thrown into the
fea about ten days ago, by that fame prince I told you
of. This news has coft .him fo many tears, and has
alarmed him fo much, that he looks not like himf{elf.

Upon thele predictions of the aftrologers, he has
fought by all means poflible to falfify my horofcope,
and to preferve my life. ’Tis not long fince he took
the precaution to build me this fubterranean habita=
tion to hide me in, till the expiration of the fifty days
after the throwing down of the flatue; and therefore
fince 7t was that this had happened ten days ago, he
came halftily hither to hide me, and promifed at the end
of forty days to come again and fetch me out. As
for my own part, I am in good hopes, and cannot be-
lieve that prince Agib will come to feek forme in a
place under ground, in the midft of a defert ifland,
This, my lord, is what I bave to fay to you.

Whillt the jeweller's fon was telling me this flory, I
Jaughed in myfelf at thofe aftrologers who had foretold
that [ thould take away his life; for I thought myfelf
{o far from being likely to verify what they faid, thag
he had fcarce done peaking, when I told him with great
joy, Dear fir, put your confidence in the goodnefs of
God, and fearnothing, you may confider it as a debt
you was to pay; but that you are acquitted of it from
this very hour: I am glad, that after my fhipwreck 1
came {0 fortunately hither to defend you agaimt: all

“thofe
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thofe that would attempt your death : I will not Teave
you till the forty days are expired, of which the foolifh
aftrologers have made you apprehenfive ; and in the
mean while 1 will doyou all thefervice that lies in my
power: After which I fhall have the benefit of getting
to the main land in your veflel, with leave of your
father and yourfelf; and when [am returned~into my
kingdom, T fhall remember the oblizations I owe you,
and endeavour to demonfirate my acﬁnowiedgments in
a {uitable manner.

* This difcourfe of mine encouraged the jeweller’s fon,
and made him have confidencein me. 1 took care not
to tell him I was the very Agib whom he dreaded, lett
I fhould put him into 2 fright, and took as much care
not to give him any caufe to fufpedt it. We pafled the
time in feveral difcourfes till night came on:-I found
the young lad of ready wit, and eat with him of his
provifions, of which he had enough to have lafted be-
yond the forty days, though he had” more guells than
myfelf. - After fupper we continued fome time in dif-
courfe ; at laft we went tobed.

The next day, ‘when we got up, I held the bafon and
water to him ; [ alfo praviged dinner, and fet it on thé
« table indue time : Afteér we had done, I invented a play
to divert ourfelves, not only for that day, but for thofe
that followed ; I prepared fupper after thie fame manner
as I had prepared dinner; and having fupped, we went
to bed as formerly. We had time enough to contralt
friendthip ; I found heloved me; and for my part, I
_ had fo great a refpe@ for him, that I have often {aid to
myfelf, Thofe aftrologers who predi€ted to his father,
that his fon fhould die by my hand, were impoftors ; for
it is not poflible that I could commit fo bafe an action.
In fhort, madam, we fpent thirty-nine days in the
pleafanteft manner thae could be, in a place like that
under ground:

The fortieth day appeared: And in the morning,
when the young man awaked, he fays to me with 2
tranfport of joy that he could not reftrain, Prince, this
is the fortieth day, and [ am not dead, thanks to God
and your good company. My father will not fail to be
here anon, to give you a teftimony of his gratitude for

5 il
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it, and fhall farnifh you withall that’s neceflary for your
return to your kingdom : Butinthe mean time, {aid he,
1 beg you to get ready fome water very warm, to walh
my whole body in that portable bagnio, that [ may clean
myfelf, and change my clothes, to receive my father
more chearfully.

I fet the water on the fire, and when it was hot, put
it into the moveable bagnio’: The youth went ip, and I
myfelf wathed and rubbed him. At laft he came out, and
laid himf{elf down in his bed that I had prepared, and co-
vered him with his bed-clothes. ~After he had flept a
while, he awaked, and faid, Dear prince, pray dome the -
favour to fetch me a melon and fome fugar, that I may
eat fome, and refrefh me. s

Out of {feveral melons that remained, 1 took thebeft,
and laid it on a plate; and becaufe 1 could not find a
knife to cutit with, Iafked the young man, if he knew
where there was one ? There is one, {aid he, upon this
cornice over my head : I accordingly faw it there, and
made fo much hafte to reach it, ghat while I had it in
my hand, my foot being entangled in the covering, I _
fell moft unhappily upon the youg man, and the knife
ran into his heart in a minute. | !

At this {peétacle I cried ont moft hideonfly ; I beat
my head, my face, and breaft; I tore my clothes; I
threw myfelf on the ground with unfpeakable forrow and
-grief! Alas, I cried, there were only fome hours want-
ing, to have put him out of that danger from which he
fought fanctuary here; and when I myfelf thought the
danger paft, then I became his murderer, and verified
the prediction. But, O Lord ! faid I; lifting up my face
and my hands to heaven, I beg thy pardon, andif I be
guilty of his death, let me not live any longer.

Scheherazade perceiving day, was obliged to break
off this doleful flory. The Suitan of the Indies was
moved with it, and found himfelf very uneafy to think
what would become ofthe Calender after this, and re=
folved that Scheherazade fhould not die that day, becanfe
{he was the anly perfon that could refolve him,

The
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Te Fifiy-fixth Night.

DIna_rzade awaked the Sultanefs next morning as
ufual.  If you be not afleep; fifter, faid fhe,
pray tell us what pafled after the death of the young
man. She went on as follows: :

Madam. continued the third Calender, addrefling
himielf to Ziobeide, after this misfortane I would have
embraced death without any reluétance, had it prefent-
editfelf tome. But what we wifh to ourfelves, whether
goodor bad, will pot always happen: Neverthelefs,
confidering with myfelf, that all my tears and forrows
would not bring the young man to life ‘again, and the

forty days being expired, i might be furprized by his
father, I quiticd the {ubterranean dwelling, laid down
the great itone upon the entry of it, and covered it
with earth.

I had fcarce done, when cafting my eyes upon the fea
towards the main land, I perceived the veflel coming to
fetch home the young man. 1 bégan then to cenfider
what I had beft do: I faid to myfelf, if 1 am feen by
the old man, he will certainly lay hold of me, and per-
haps caufe me to be maffacred by his flaves, when he
has feen his fon killed s all that T can alledge to jullify
myfelf, will not be able to perfuade him of my inno-
cence. It is better for me then to withdraw, fince it
isin my power, than to expofe myfelf to his refent-
ment.

There happened to be nearthat fubterranean habita-
tion, a large tree with thick leaves, which I thought fit
to hide me in. I gotup toit, and was o fooner fixed
in a place where 1 could not be feen, but I faw the
veflel come to the fame place where fhe lay the firft
time. .

This'old man and his flaveslanded immediately, and
advanced. towards the fubterranean dwelling, with a
countenance that thewed fome hope ; but when they faw
the earth had been newly removed, they changed co-
lour, parsicularly the old man. They lifted up the
ftone, and went down; they called the young man by
his name, but he not anfwering, their fears increafed ;
shey went down to feck him 3 and at length found him

lying
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lying upon the bed with the knife in his heart, for I had
not power to take it ont. | At this fight, they cried out.
lamentably, which increafed my forrow : the old man
fell down in a fwoon, The flaves to give him air,
brought him up in their arms, and laid him at the foot
of the tree where I was; but notwithftanding all ‘the
pains they took to recover him, the unfortanate father
continued a leng while in that condition, and made
them oftener than once defpair of his life; batat lalk
he came to himfelf. Then the flaves brought vp his
fon’s corpfe, drefied in his beft apparel, 'and when they
had made a grave, they put him 1uto it. Theold man,
{upported by two flaves, and his face all covered with
tears, threw the firft earth upon him, after which the
{laves filled up the grave.

This being done, all the furniture was brought up
from under ground, and, with the remaining-provifiens,
pat on board the veflel. The old man, overcome with
forrow, and not being able to ftand, was laid wpon, a
fort of litter, and carried to the fhip, which put ferth to
fea, and in a fhort time failed quite out of fight. The
day-light, which beganto enter the Sultan’sapartment,
obliged Scheherazade to ftop here ; Schahriar arofe at
the ufnal hour, and for the {ame reafon as before, he
prolonged the Sultane(s’s life, and left herwith Dinar-
zade. °

The Fifty-feventh Nights

THE next morning before day, Dinarzade addreffed

herfelf to the Sultanefs in thefe words.; My dear
filter,” ifyou be not afleep, be pleafed to continue the
adventures of the third Calender. You mult know then,
fiter, faid Scheherazade, that the prince went on with
the relation of his flory to Zobeide and the company, as
follows:

After the old man and his flaves were gone with the
veflel, I was left alone upon the ifland, Ilay that night
in the fubterranean dwelling, which they had (hut up,
and when the day came, 1 walked round the ifle, and
fiopped in fuch places as I thought moft proper to re-
pole in when [ had necd,

1led
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Lled this wearifome life for a month together ; after
which T perceived the feato be mightily fallen, the
ifland to be much larger, and the main land feemed to
be drawing near me. In effe®, the water grew fo low,
that there was but a fmall flream between me and the
Terra Firma. I croffed it, and the water did not‘come
above the middle of my leg. I marched fo long upon
the flime and fands, that I was very weary ; at laft I
got upon firm ground, and when at a good diftance
from the fea, 1 {aw a good way before me fomewhat
like a great fire, which gave me fome comfort, for I
faid to myfelf, I fhall find fomebody or other, it not
being poflible that thisfire fhould kindle of itfelf ; but
when I came nearer hand, I found my error, and faw
that what I had taken to be a fire was a caftle of red cop-
per, which the beams of the fun made look at a dif-
tance as if it had been in flames,

I ftopped near the cafile,and fat down to admire its ad=-
mirable ftru@ure, and to reft a while : I had not taken
fuch a full view of this magnificent building as it de-
ferved ; when I faw ten handfome young men coming
along, as if they had been taking a walk ; but that
which moft furprized me was, that they were all blind
of the right eye ; they accompanied an old man who
was very tall, and of a venerable afpe&. <

I'could not but wonder at the fight of fo many half-
blind men all together, and every one of the {ame eye:
As I was thinking in my mind, by whit adventure all
thefe men could come together, they came up to me,
and feemed to be mighty gladto fee me: After the firft
compliments were pafied, they enquired what had
brought me thither? I told them, my ftory would be
fomewhat tedious, but if they would take the trouble
to fit down, I would fatisfy their requeft. They did fo,
and 1 related to them all ‘that had happened unto me
fince T left my kingdom, which filled them with
aftonithment,

After I had ended my difcourfe the young gentle-
men prayed me to go with them into” the caltle ¢
accepted the proffer, and we pafled thro’ a great many
halls, anti-chambers, bed-chambers, and clofets, very
well furnifhed, and arrived atla into a fpacious hlf”’

where
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where there were ten {mall blue fofas fet round, and
feparate from one another, npon which they fat by day,
and flept by night. In the middle of this round, there
flood an eleventh fofa, not fo hi%h as the reft but of
the fame colour, upon which the old man, above-men-
tioned fat down, and the young %entlemen made ufe of
the other ten, whereas each fofa could only contain
oneman; one of the young men fays to me, Comrade,
fit down upon that carpet in the middle of the room,

- and do not enquire into any thing that concerns us, nor
the reafon why we are all blind of the right eye, be
content with what you fee, and let not your curiofity
go any farther. .

The old man having fat a little while, rofe up, and
went out ; but he returned in a minute or two, brought
in fupper to thofe ten gentlemen, diftributed to each
man his proportion by himfelf, and likewife brought
me mine, which I eat by myfelf, as the reft did; and
when fupper was almoft done, he prefented to each of
us 2 cap of wine..

They thought my ftory fo extraordinary, that they
made me repeat it after fupper, and this gave occafion
to difcourfes that lafted a good part of the night. One
of the gentlemen obferving that it was late, faid to the
old man, You fee it is time to go to bed, and you don’t
bring us that with which we may acquit ourfelves of
our duty : At thefe words the old man arofe, and went
into a clofer, from whence he brought out upon his
head ten bafons one after another, all covered with blue
fluff ; he fet one before every gentleman, together with
a light.

They uncovered their bafons, in which there were
afhes, coal-duft, and lamp-black ; they mixed all to-
Fcther, and rubbed and bedaubed tlieir faces with it in
uch a manner that they looked very frightful. After
having thus blacked themfelves they fell aweeping, and
Jamenting, beating their heads and breafts, and cried
continually, This is the fruit of our idlenefs and de=
bauches.

They continued thus almoft the whole night, and
when they left off, the old man brought them water,
with which they wathed their faces and hands, they

' changed



e

164 ARrRABIAN Nicurs

ehanged all their clothes, which were fpailed, and put
on others; fo that they did not look ia the leaft as if
they had been doing fo frange an a&ioy. :

You may judge, nvadam, how uneafy I was all the
while: 1 had a mind a thoafand times to break the
\ileace which thofe young gentlemen, had impofed upoa
me, and afk queftions; nor was it pofiible for me to
fleep that night,

After we got up vext day we went out o walk, and
then I told them, Gentlemen, I declare to you, that
1 muft renounce that law which you prefcribed to me
lalt night, for I cannot obferve it: You are men of
fenfe, and all of you have wit i abundance, you haye
_ convinced me of it, yet I have feen you do fuch ations
- ‘as none but »nadmen could be capable of,. Whatever
‘misfortune Befals me, I cannot torbear atking, Why
you bedaubed yous faces with black? How it comes
that each of you have but one eye? fomefingular thing
muft certainly be the caufe of it, therefore I conjure you
to {atisfy ‘my curiofity. To thefe prefling inftances they
Aanfwered nothing, but that it was none of my bufinefs
t0.afk fuch queltions, and that I fhould do well to hold
‘my peace. .

We pafled that day in difcourfes upon indifferent fub-
Je@ts, and when night was come and every man had
fupped, the old man brought in the blue bafons, and
the young gentlemen bedaubed their faces, wept and
beat themielves, crying, This is the fruit of our idle-
nels and debaoches, as be’ore, and continued the fame
attions the following night At laf, not being able to
refit my carisfity, I'earneilly prayed them to {atisty me,
or to fhew me how to return to my own kingdom - for
it was impoffible for me to keep them company any
longer, and to fee every night fuch an odd ipeftacle,.
without being permitted to know the reafon..

_Oneof the gentlemen anfivered in bebalfof the refk,
Do not wonder at our condu@t in regard to.yourfelf,
and that hitherto we have not granted your requeft: it
is ot of mere kindnefs, to prevent your forrow of be-
ing reduced to the fame condition with us, If you have
a mind to try our unfortunate deftiny, you need but
fpeak, and we will give you the fatisfaition you defire.

Itold -
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T told them I was refolved on’t, let come what will.
Cnce more, faid the fame gentleman, we advile you to
reltrain your curiofity ; it will coft you the lofs of your
right eye. No matter, faid I, I declare to you, that
if fuch a misfortune befal me I will net impute it to
¥ou, ‘bus to myfelf. T A :

He farther reprefented to me, that when | bad loft an
-eye, I muft not hope to ftay with them, if I'were fo
minded, becaufe their number was complete, and no,
addition could be made to it. I told them, that it would -
be a great fatifadtion to me’ never to part from fuch
honeft gentlemen, butif there were necefiity for it, L
was ready to fubmit ; and let it cot me what it would
lbegged them to grant my requeft. : ;

The ten gentlemen perceiving that Iwas {o pofitive in
my refolation, took atheep, and killed it, and after
they had taken off the fkin, prefented me with a knife,
telling .me it would be uleful to me on  a certain occa-
fion, which they fhould tell mejof prefently. We muft
dew you.into this fkin, faid they; and then leave you ;
upon which a.fowl of a monftrous fize, called a roc,
will appear in the air; and taking youto be a fheep,
will come down upon you, and carry you up to the
very fky; but let not that frighten you, he will come
down 'with you again, and lay you on the top of a
mountain.  When you find yourfelf upon the ground,
cut the fzin with the knife, and throw it off. = As foon
as the roc fees you, he will fly away for fear, and leave
you at libeity: Do not ffay, but walk on till youcome
to a prodigious large caftle, all covered with plates of
gold, large emeralds, and other precious fones: Goup
to the gate, which always ftands open, and walk in:
We have been in the caltle as long as we have been
here ; we will rell you nothing of what we faw, orwhat
befel us; there, you will learn it of yourfelf; all that ‘we
can inform you is, that it hath coft each of us our right
eye, and .the penance which you have been witnefs to,
is what we are obliged to do, becaunfe we have Been
there.. The hiftory of each of us in particular is {o full
of extraordinary adventgres, that alarge volume would
pot contain them. But we muft expiain ourfelves no
farther, ;

3 : ¢ . Here
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Here Scheherazade broke off the difcourfe, and faysto
the Sultan of the Indies, Sir, my fifter called upon me
this morning fooner than ordinary, I fear I have wearied
your majefty’s patience. But now day appears in very
good feafon, and commands my filence. Schahriar's
curiofity prevailed ftill upon him to difpenfe with his.
cruel oath.

The Fifty-eighth Night.

Inarzade did not call {o early this night as the did

the laft, yet fhe called upon the Su%tanefa before

day: If you be not afleep, fifter, pray continve the

flory of the third Calender. Scheﬂerazade refumed

it thus, perfonating the Calender in his difcoufe to
Zobeide.

Madam, when the gentleman had ended this dif-
courfe, I wrapt myfelf in the flieep’s fkin, held faft the
knife which was given me; and after thofe young gen-
tlemen had been at’ the trouble to few the fkin about
me, they retired into the hall, and left me on the place.
The roc they had {poke of was not long a coming, he
fell down upon me, took me up between his talons,
like a fheep, and carried me up to the top of the
mountain.

When I found myfelfupon the ground, I made ufe
of the knife, cut the fkin, and throwing it off, the roc
at the fight of me flew away. This roc is a white bird,
of a monftrous fize, his ftrengthis fuch, that he can
lift up elephants from the plains, and carry them to the
- tops of mountains, where he feeds upon them. i
. Being impatient till I reached the caftle I loft no
time, but made fo much hafte, that T got thither in
half a day’s journey, and I muft{ay that I found it
furpafled the defcription they had given me of it.

The gate being opened I enteredinto a court that was
fquare, and {o large that there was round it minety-nine
gates of wood of fanders and aloes, with one of gold,
without counting thofe of feveral magnificent ftair-cafes,
that led up to apartments above, befides many more I
could not fee, The hundred doors I fpoke of opened
into gardens or ftore-houfes full of riches, or into places

which contained things wonderful to be feen,
\ Ifaw
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I {aw a door ftanding open juft before me, thro’ which
I entered into a large hall, where I found forty young
ladies of fuch perfeét beauty, that imagination coul
not go beyond it ; they were all moft fumptuoufly ap-
parelled; and as foon as they faw me, rofe up, and
without expe&ing my compliments, faid to me, with
demontftrations of joy, Noble Sir, you are very welcome.
And one {poke to me in the name of the reft, thus: We
have been in expecttation a long while of fuch a gentle-
man as you : your mein affures us that you are mafter
ofall the good qualities we can wifh for ; and we hope
you will not find our company difagreeable or unworthy
of your’s.

They forced me, notwithftanding all the oppofition
I could make, to firdown on a {eat that was higher than
their’s, and tho’ I fignified that I was uneafy ; That’s
your place, faid they, you are at prefent our lord,
mafter, and judge, and we are your f{laves, ready to
obey your commands.

Nothing in the world, madam, did fo much aftonifh
me as the paflion and eagernefs of thofe fair ladies, to
do me all poflible fervice, One brought hot water to
wafh my feet, afecond poured fiveet {cented water on
my hands, others brought me all forts of neceflaries,
and change of apparel; and others brought in a mag-
nificent collation; and the reft came with glafles in
their hands, to fill me delicious wines, and all in good
order, and in the moft charming manner that could be.
1 eat and drank ; after which the ladies placed them-
felves about me, and defired an account of my travels.
I gave them a full relation of my adventures, which
lafted till night came on.

Scheherazade making a ftop here, her fifter afked her
the reafon ; Do you not fee ’tis day, fays the Sultanefs,
wherefore did you not call me fooner 2

The Sultan expe@ing fome plealant adventures from
the arrival of the third Calender at the palace of the
forty ladies, would not deprive himfelf of the pleafure

to hear them, and therefore again put off the death of
the Sultanefs,

The
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The Fifty-ninth Nights '

-DTnarzade flept as long this nightas fhe did the

lat, and when it was almoft day fhe called to the
Saltanefs, Dear fitter, if you be not afleep, pray tell us
what paffed in the fine caftle where you left ne yefterday.
1 will, faid Scheherazade, and addrefling her {peech
to the Sultan, faid, Sir, the Calenderrefumed his nar-
rative ‘after this manner. :

When I had made an end of my ftory, whichT related
. to the forty ladies, fome of them that fat nearelt me,
flaid tokeep me company, whillt the reft, feeing it was
dark, rofe up to fetch tapers: They brought a prodi-
gious quantity, which made fuch a marvellous light as
if it had been day, and they were fo proportionably
difpafed; that nothing could be more beautiful.

Other ladies covered a table with dry fruits, fweet-
meats, and every thing properto make the liquor relifh :
And a fide-board was fet with feveral forts of wine and
other liquors. ~ Somie of the ladies came in with mufical
infiruments, and when every thing was prepared, they
~ invited me to fit down to fupper.  The ladies fat down

with me, and we continued a long while at fupper.
They that were to play upon the inftruments and fing,
rofe up, and made a molt charming concert. The
pthers began a fort of ball, and danced two and two,
pneafteranother, with a wonderful good grace.

It was paft midnight ere thofe divertifements ended :
At length one ofthe ladies fays 1o me, You are doubt-
lefs wearied by the journey you have made to-day ;itis
time for you to go toreft; your lodging is prepared :
But before you depart, ma‘;e.choicc of any of us you
like bett, to be your bed-fellow. I anfivered, That Jd
knew betrer thingsthan to offer to make my own cheice,
fince they were all equaily beautiful, witty, and worchy
of my refpets and fervice, and.that I would not be
gulty. of fo much incivility, as to prefer one before
another.

The fame lady that {poke to me before, anfwered,
We are very well fatisfied of yeur civility, and find you
are afraid to create a jealoufy among us, which occa-
fiops your modefty ; but let not"this hinder yom We

y aflure
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affore you, that the good frtune of her whom you

chufe fhall caufe no jealoufy ; for we are agreed among
ourfelves, that every oneof us fhall have the fame he-
nour till it go round ; and when forty days are paft,
to begin again; therefore make your free choice, and
lofe no time to go and take the repofe you ftand in need
of. T was obliged toyield to their inftances, and offered
my hand to the lady that {poke ; fhe, in return, gave
me her’s, and we were conduéted to a fumptuous apart~

_ment, where they left us; al?d then every one retired to

their own apartment,—But day appears, Sir, faid Sche-
herazade to the Sultan, and your majefty, L hope, will
permit me to leave the Calender prince with his lady.
Schahriar returned no anfwer, but faid to himfelf as he
got up, I muft allow that the ftory is extraordinary fine,
and that I fhould be very much in the wrong not to hear
it out.
The Sixtieth Night.

Inarzade did not fail about the latter end of the
next night to addrefs the Sultanefs thus: If yon
be not afleep, fifter, prayrelate to us the following part
of the wonderful fiory of the third Calender: Very
willingly, faid Scheherazade. 'The prince continued
it thus : I was fcarce dreffed next morning, when the
other thirty-nine ladies came into my chamber, all in
other drefles than they had the day before: ‘They bid
me good-morrow, and enquired after my health; after
which they carried me to a bagnio, where they walhed
me themfelves, and whether I would or no, ferved me
in every thing I ftood in need of; and when I came out
of the bath, they mnde me put on another fuit much
richer than the former.

We palt the whole day almoft conftantly at table;
and when it was bed-time, they prayed me again to
make choice of one of them to keep me company. In
fhort, madam, not to weary you with repetitions, I
muft tell you, that I continued a whole year among
thofe forty ladies, and received them into my bed one
after another: and during all the time of this voluptu-
ous life, we met not with the leaft kind of trouble.
When the year was expired, 1 was ftrangely furprized

Vo, I, 1 thag
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that thefe forty ladies, inflead of appearing with their
ufual chearfulnefs, to afk how I did, entered one morn-
ing into my chamber all in tears: They embraced me
with great tendernefs one after another, faying, Adieu,
dear prince, adieu! for we muft leave you. Their tears
affeéted me; I prayed them to tell me the reafon of their
grief, and of the feparation they fpoke of. For God’s
fake, fair ladies, let me know, faid I, it it be in my
power to comfort you, or if my aflitance can be any
way ufeful to you. Inftead of returning a diret an-
fiwver, Would to God, faid they, we had never feen or
known you. Several gentlemen have honoured us with
_their company before you ; but never one of them had
that comelinefs, that fweetnefs, that pleafantnefs of hu-
mour and merit which you have ; we know not how to
live without you. After they fpoke thefe words, they
began to weep bitterly. My dear ladies, faid I, be
fo kind as not to keep me in fufpenfe any longer:
Tell me the caufe of your forrow. Alas! faid they,
what other thing could be capable of grieving us, but
the neceflity. of parting from you ? It may fo happen,
that we fhall never fee you again; but if you be fo
minded, and have command enough over yourfelf, it is
not impoflible for us to meet again. Ladies, faid I,
I underftand not your meaning, pray explain yourfelves
more clearly, -
Oh then, {aid one of them, to fatisfy you, we muft
. acquaint you that we are all princefles, daughters of
kings, we live here together in fuch manper as you
have feen, but at the end of every year, we are obliged
to be abfent forty days upoa 1indifpenfible 'duties,
which we are not permitted to reveal; and afterwards
we return again to this caftle. Yefterday was the laft
of the year, and we muft leave you this day, which is.
the caufe of our grief. Before wedepart, we will leave
you the keys of every thing, efpecially thofe belonging
to the hundred doors, where you will find enough to
{atisfy your curiofity, and to {weeten your folitude dur-
ing our abfence: But for your own welfare, and our
particylar concern in you, we recommend unto you to’
torbear opening the golden door, for if you do, we
fhall never fee you again ; and the fear of thisaugments
3 our
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our grief. 'We hope, neverthelefs, that you will follow
the advice we give you, as you tender your own quiet,
and the happinefs of your life; therefore take heed that
you do not give way to indifcreet curiofity, for you will *
do yourfelf a confiderable prejudice.  We conjure you
therefore, not to commit this fault, but to letus have the

. comfort of finding you here again after forty days. We
would willingly carry the key of the golden door along
with us ; but that would be an affront to a prince like
you, to queftion- your difcretion and modetty, i
Scheherazade had 2 mind to go en; but fhe faw day
appear, and flopped. The Sultan being curions to
know what the third Calender would do when the
forty ladies were gone, and had left him alone in the
caltle, referred the hearing of it till next day.

The Sixr_v-ﬁ::ff N :'gbh

HE officious Dinarzade being awake long before
day, called to the Sultanefs, if you benot aileep,
fifter, confider that it is time to tell the remaining part
of the ftory toour lord the Sultat. Scheherazade ad--
drefling herfelf to the Sultan, faid, Sir; your majefty
may be pleafed to know, that the Calender purfued his
ftory thus : ;2o
Madam; fays he, this difcourfe of the fair princeffes
made me extremely forrowful. I omitted not to make
_them fenfible how much their abfence would afflict me =
I thanked them for their good advice, and aflured them
that I would follow it, and willingly do what was much
more difficult, .in order to be fo happy as to pafs the
reft of my days with ladies of fuch rare qualifications,
We took leave of one another with a great deal of ten.
dernefs, and having embraced them all, at laft they de-
# parted, and I was left alone in the caftle. _
Thelr agrecable company, the good cheer, the concert
of mufick, and other pleafures, had fo much diverted
me during the whole year, that 1 neither had time, nor
the leaft defire to fee the wonderful things contained in
this inchanted palace, - Nay, I did not fo much as take
" potice of a thoufand rare objeéts that were every dayin *
my fight ; for I was fo taken with the chgrmlng beauty
of thofe ladies, and took fo much pleafure infecing them
12 wholly

.
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whelly employed to oblige me, that their departure
affli¢ted me very fenfibly ; and though their abfence was
‘to be only forty days, it feemed to me an age to live
without them,

I-promifed myfelf not to forget the ¥mportant advice
they had given me, not to openthe galden door ; but as
I was permitted tofatisfy my curiofity in every thing
elle, I took the firft of the keys of the other doors,
which were hung in good order.

I opened the firlt door, and came into an orchard,
which I believe the univerfe could not equal: I could
not imagine any thing that could furpafs it, but that
which our religion promifes us after death ; the fym-
metry, the neatnefs, the admirable order of the trees,
the abundance and diverfity of a thoufand forts of un-
known fruits, their frefhnefs and beauty, ravithed my
fight,

gl ought not to forget, madam, to acquaint you, that
this delicious orchard was watered after a very particular
manner; there were channels fo artificially and propor-
tionably digged, that they carried water in abundance
to the roots of fuch trees as wanted it, for making them
produce their leaves and flowers, Others carried it to
thofe that had their fruit budded : Some carried it in
lefler quantities to thofe whofe fruits were growing big,
and others carried only {fo much as was juft requifite to
water thofe which had their fruit come to perfeétion,
and only wanted to be ripened. They exceeded the
ordinary fruits of our gardens very much in bignefs; and
laitly, thofe channels that watered the trees whofe fruit
was ripe, had no more moifture than jult what would
preferve them from withering,

Icould never be weary to look at and admire fo
{weet a place ; and 1 fhould never have left it, had I
not conceived a great idea of the other things which I
had not feen. 1 went out at laft with my mind filled
with thofe wonders : I fhut that door, and opened the
next.

Inftead of an orchard, I found a flower-garden, which
was no lefs extraordinary in its kind : It contained a
{pacious plot, not watered fo- profufely as the former,
but with greater nicenefs, furnifhing no more w;ter

than

”»
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than juft what each flower required. The rofes, jefla- "
mins, violets, dills, hyacinths, wind-flowers, tulips,

crows-foots, pinks, lilies, and an infinite number of

other flowers, which don’t grow in other places but at

cereain times, were there flourifhing all at once, and

nothing could be more delicious than the fragrant fmell

of this garden,

Iopened the third door, where I found alarge volary,
paved with marble of feveral fine colours, that were not
common. The cage was made of fanders and wood
of aloes ; it contained a vat number of nightingales,
gold-finches, canary-birds, larks, and other rarefinging-
birds, which I never heard of; and the veflels thacheld
their feed and water were of the moft precious jalper or
agate.

Befides, this volary was {o exceeding neat, that confi=
dering its extent, one would think there could be no -
lefs than a hundred perfons tokeep it fo clean as it was’;
but all this while not one foul appeared, either here or
in the gardens where 1 had been ; and yet I could not

erceive a weed, or any fuperfluous thing there. The
Fun went down, and 1 retired, being perfeltly charmed
with the chirping notes of the multitude of birds, who
then began to perch upon fuch places as were convenient
for them to repofe on during the night., I went o my
chamber, refolving to open all the refk of the doors the
days following, excepting that of gold.

1 failed not to open the fourth door next day, and if
what 1 had feen before was capable of furprizing me,
that which I faw then put me into a perfeét extacy, 1
went into a large court furrounded with buildingsof an
admirable itrutture, the defcription gf which I will
pafs by, to avoid prolixity. -

This building had forty doors, wide open, and thro’
each of them there was an entrance into a treafury, fe-
veral of which were of greater value than the largeft
kingdoms. The firft contained heaps of pearls ; and,
what is almolt incredible, the nomber of thofe flones
which are moft precious, and as large as pigeons’ eggs,
exceeded the number of thofe of the ordinary fize, In
the iecond treafury, there were diamonds, carbuncles,
and rubies, In the third there were emeralds, {n the

i3 _ fourth
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fourth there were ingots of gold. In the fifth money.

In the fixth ingots of filver. In the two following

there was alfo mioneyn,  The rcft contained amethyfts,

chrylolites, topazes, opals, turguoifes, and hyacinthsy
with all the other {tones unknown to us, without men-

tiening agate, jafper, cornelian, and coral, of which.
there was 2 ftorc-houfe filled, not only with branches, but
whole trees.

Being filled with amazement and admiration, I cried
out to myfelf, aiter having feen all thefe riches, Now,
if all the treafures of the kings of the univerfe were ga-
thered together in one place, they could not come near
this : What good fortune have [ to poffefs all this wealth
with fo many admirable princeffes !

I fhall not ftay, madam, to tell you the particulars of
all the other rare and precious things [faw the days fol-
lowing : I fhall only tell you, that thirty-nine days af-
forded me but juft as much time as was neceflary to open
ninety-nine doors, and to admire all that prefented itfelf
to my view, fo that there was only the hundredth door
left, the opening of which Iwas forbid.

Day began to appear in theapartments of the Sultan
of the Indies, whichimpofed filence upen Scheherazade :
But Schahriar was too much taken with this pleafant
flory, not to hear the remainder of it next day, and
accordingly he got up with that refolution.

The Sixty-fecond Night.

Inarzade, who had as ardent a defire as Schahriay

to hear what, wonderful things were locked up by

the key belonging to the golden door, called the Sul-
tanefs very early. Ifyoun be not afleep, fifter, pray make
an end of that amazing ftory of the third Calender. He
went on thus, fays Scheherazade : I was come to the
forticth day after the departure of thofe charming prin-
cefles, and had I but retained {fo much power of myfelf
as [ ought to have had, I fhouldhave been thisday the
' happieft of all mankind, whereas now I am the moft un-
fortunate. They were to return néxt day, and the plea-
{ure of feeing them again ought to have reftraived my
curiofity : But thro’ my weaknefs, which I thall ever re-
peut, 1 yielded to the temptations of the evil {fpirit, who
_ gave



LY

ENTERTAINMENTDS, 17§

gave me no reflt till I had thrown myflelfinto’ thofe
misfortanes that I have fince undergone. r
I opened that fatal door, which I promifed not te
meddle with, and had not moved my foot to go in,
wiien a fmell that was pleafant enough, but contrary to
my conftitation, made me fainf away : Neverthelefs I
came to myfelfagain, and infiead of taking notice of
this warning to fhut the door, and forbear fatisfying
my curiofity, I went in, after I had ftood fome time in
the air, to carry off the fcent, which did not incommode
me any more: I found alarge place, very well vaolted,
the pavement was ftrewed over with faffron; feveral
candlefticks of mafly gold, with lighted tapers -that
{melled of aloes and ambergris, lighted the place ; and
this light was augmented by lamps of gold and filver,
that burnt with oil made of {everal forts of fiveet-fcented
materials.
« Among a great many objets that engaged my atten-
tion, I perceived a black horfe, of the handfomeft and
beit thape thatever was feen. I went nearer, the better
to obferve him, and found he had a faddle and bridle of
mafly gold, carioully wrought. The one fide of his
trough was filled with clean barley and feflems, and the
other with rofe-water: I took him by the bridle, and led
him forth tq view himby the lighr ; I goton hisback, and

- would have had him move ; but he not ftirring, I whip-

ped him with a fwitch I had taken up in his magnifi-
cent ftable ; and he had no fooner felt the ftroke, than
he began to neigh with a horrible noife, and extending
his wings, which I had not feen before, he flew up with
me into the air, quite out of fight. I thoughton nothing
then, but to fitfalt; and confidering the fear that had
{feized upon me, I fat very well. He afterwards flew
down again towards the earth, and lighting upon the ter=
rafs of a caftle, without giving me any time to get off;
he ?ok me out of the faddle with fuch force, that he
made me fall behind him, and with the end of his tail
firuck out mine eye.

Thus T bécame blind of one eye, and then T began to -
remeinber the preditions of the ten young gentlemen.
The horfe flew.again out of fight. I got up very much
troubled at the misforturie 1 had brought upod myfelf ;

14 Iwalked
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I walked vpon the terrafs, covering my eye with one of
‘my hands, for it pained me exceedingly, and then came
down, and entered into 2 hall, which I knew prefently
by the ten fofas in a circle, and the eleventh in the
middle, lower than the reft, to be the fame caftle from"
whence I was taken away by the roc.

The ten half.blind gentlemen were not in the hall
whea Lcame in, butcame foon after with the old man 3
they wete not at all furprized to fee me again, nor at the
- lofs of my eye; butfaid, We are forry that we cannot
congratulate you upon your return, as we could have de-
fired ; but we are not the caufe of your misfortune. J
thould be in the wrong to accufe you, faid 1, for | have
drawn it upon myfelf, and I cancharge the faultupon no
other perfon. 1f it be a confolation to the unfortunate,
faid they, to have fellows, this example may afford "us
a fubject of rejoicing; all that has happened to you, we
have alfo undergone 5, we tafted all forts of pleafure,
during a year fucceflively ; and we had continued to
enjoy the fame happinefs fill, had we mot opened
the golden door, when the princefles were abfent: You
have been no wifer than we, and have had likewife
the fame punifhiment ; we would gladly receive you
among us, todo fuch penance as we do, though we
koow not how leng it may continue. But we have
already declared the reafons that hinder us, therefcre
* depart from hence; and go to the court of Bagdad,
where you fha!l meet with him that can decide your
deftiny : They told me the way I was to travel, and fa
1 left them,

On the road I catfed my beard and eye-brows to be -
fhaven, and took on a Calender’s habit. I have had a °
long journey, bat at laft I arrived this evening in this
city; where I met thefe my brother Calenders at the
gate, being ftrangers as well as myfelf.  We wondered .
muchatone another, to {ee we were all three blind of the
{fame €ye; but we had not leifure to difcourfe long of
our common calamiries, we had only fo much time as to
come hither, to implore thofe favours which you have
been generoully pleafed to grant us.

The third Calender having finifhed this relation of
his adventares, Zobeide addrefled her fpeech to hir'::.i

an
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.and his fellow Calenders thus: Go wherever you think -
fit, you are all three atliberty.. But one of them an-
iwered, Madam, we beg you to pardon our curiofity,
and permit us to hear thofe gentlemen’s flories who have
not yet {fpoke. Then thelady turned to that fide where |
the caliph, the vizier Giafar, and Mefrour ftood, whom
fhe knew not; but faid to them, *T'is now your turn to
tell me your adventures, therefore {peak.

The grand vizier, Giafar, who had always been the
fpokefman, anfivered Zobeide, thus : Madam; in order
to obey you, we need only to repeat what we have faid
already, before we entered your houfe: We are mer-
chants of Mouffol, that came to Bagdad, to fell our
merchandize thatlies in the khan where we lodge. We
dined tosday with feveral other peiions of our profeflion,
at a merchant’s hoofe of this ‘city ; who, after he had
treated us with choice dainties, and excellent wines,
fent for men and women dancers, and muficians. The
great noife we made broughtin the watch, whoarrefted
fome of the company, and we had the good fortune to
efcape : But it being already late, and the door of our
khan thut up, we knew not whither to retire. It was
our hap, as we pafled aléng this ftreet, to hear mirth
at your houfe, which made us determine to knock at
your gate. 'This is all the account that we can give
you, in obedience to your commands. -

Zobeide having heard this difcourfe, feemed to he-
fitate upon what fhe fhould fay, which the Calenders
perceiving, prayed her to grant the fame favour to the
three Mouflol merchants, as the had done to them.
Well then, faid the, I give my confent, for you fhall
all be equally obliged to me: I pardon you all, pro-
vided you depart immediately out of this houfe, and
go whither you pleafe.

Zobeide having given this command in @ tone that
fignified the would be obeyed, the caliph, the vizier,
Mefrour, the three Calenders, and the porter, departed,
without faying one word: For the prefence of the feven
flaves with their weapons kept them in awe. Wlien
they were out of the houfe, and the door fhuot, the
caliph faid to the Calenders, without making himfelf
known, You Gentlemen firangers, that are newly

1y come

.
-



5

178 ArR aBrax NicHTS

cometo town, which way do you defign to go, fince
it is noryet day # "Tis that which perplexes us, Sir,
faid they. Follow us, replies the caliph, and we will
bring you out of danger. After{aying thefe words he
whifpered to the vizier, Take them along with you,
and to-morrow morning bring them to me ; I will caufe
their hiftory to be put in writing, forit deferves a place
in the annals of my reign.

The vizier Giafar took the three Calenders along
with him ; the porter went to his quarters, and the caliph
and Mefrour returned to the palace: The caliph went to
bed, but could not get a wink of fleep, his fpirits were
{o perplexed by the extraordinary things he had feen
and heard: But above all he was moft concerned to know
who Zobeide was ; vshat reafon fhe could havelto be fo
fevere to the two black bitches, and why Amine had her
bofom fo mortified. Day began to appear whilit he was

* thinking upon thefe things; he arofe and went to his
council chamber, where he ufed to give audience, and
{at upon his throne.

The grand vizier, came ina little after, and paid his
refpe@s as ufual, Vizier, faid the caliph, the affairs
that we have to confider at prefent are not very pref-

wding, that of the threeladies and the two black bitchesis
much more fo: My mind cannot be at eafe, till I be
thoroughly fatisfied in all thofe matters that have fur-
prized me fo much. Go bring thefe ladies and the
Calenders at the fame time ; make hafte, and remem-
ber that 1 do impatiently expe& your return.

The vizier, that knew his mafter’s quick and fiery
temper, made hafte to obey, and went to the ladies,
to whom, he communicated, in a civil way, the orders"
he had to bring them before the caliph, without taking
any notice of what had paficd the night before at
their houfe.

The ladies put on their veils, and went with the via
zier; as he paflfed by his own honfe, he took the three
Calenders along with him, and they in the mean time,

}nd got notice that they had both feen and fpoke with
the caliph, without knowing him." The vizier brought
them to the palace with {o much-diligence, that the
caliph was mighty well pleafed at ity This prinﬁe,

thag
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that he might keep good decorum before all the ofiicers
of his court that were then prefent, made thofe ladies
be placed behind the hanging of the door of the room
that was next his bedchamber, and kept the three Ca-
lenders by him; who, by their refpeétful behaviour,
gave fufficient proof, that they were not ignorant before
whom they had the honour to appear.

When the ladies were placed, the caliph turned to-
wards them, and faid, Ladies, when 1 fhall acquain¢

ou that I came laft night difguifed, in & merchant’s ha-

it, into your houfe, 1t will certainl,s alarm you, and
make you fear that you have offended me ; and, per-
haps, you believe that [ have fent for you to no other
end, but to thew fome marks of my refentment: But
be not afraid, you may reft affured, that I have forgot
all that has paft, and am very well fatished with your
conde&. 1 wifh that allthe ladies of Bagdad had as
much difcretion as you have given proof of before me.
I fhall always remember the moderation you made ufe
of, after the incivility that we had committed. I was
then a merchant of Monflol, but am at prefent Haroun
Alrafchid, the feventh caliph of the glorious houfe of
Abbas, that holds the place of our great prophet. - I
have only fent for you to know who you arej and to
atk you for what reafon one of you, after feverely whip-
ping the two black bitches, did weep with them ? And
1 am no lefs curious to know, why another of you has
her bofom fo full of {cars.

Tho’ the caliph pronounced thefe words very diftinét-
ly, and that the three ladies heard him well enough,
yet the vizier Giafar did, outof ceremany, repeat them
over again. :

But, Sir, faid Scheherazade *tis day, and if your
majefty thinks fit that I fhall go on with the reft of
this ftory, you will be plealed to prolong my life until
to-morrow. The Sultan agreed to it, knowing that
Scheherazade would relate the. hiftory of Zu%eide-,
which he had a mighty defire to hear.

The Sixty-third Night.
BAR fifier, fays Dinarzade, about break of day,
if you bé not afleep, pray tell us the ftory of Zos |
beide 5 for donbtlels, that lady told it to the caliph, She
' 1a gettainly
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certainly did, fays Scheherazade, after that prince, by
his difcourfe,” had encoaraged her to it. And it was
in this manner that fhe fatisfied his curiofity.

The Siory qf Zobeide.

Ommander of the faithful, fays fhe, -the relation
C which I am about to give your majefty is one of
the ftrangeft that ever was heard, The two black
bitches and myfelf are fifters by the fame father and mo-
-ther; and I fhall acquaint you by what ftrange acci-
cident they came to be metamorphofed. The two ladies
that live with me, and are now here, are alfo my fifters
by the father’s fide, but by another mother : She that
has the fears upon her breaft, her name is Amine, the
other is Safie, and mine Zobeide,

After our father’s death, the eftate that he left us
was equally divided among us, and as foon as thefe
two lifters recesved their portions, they went from me
to live with their mother. My other two fifters and
myfelf ftayed with our mother who was then alive,
and when fhe died left each of us a thoufand fequins,
As foon as we received our portions, the two elder, (for I
am the youngeft) being married, followed their huf-
bands, and left me alone. Some time after, my eldeft
fifier’s hufband fold all that he had, and with that
money and my fifter’s portion, they went both into
Africa, where her hufband, by riotous living and de-
bauchery, fpent all; and finding himfelf reduced to
poverty, he found a pretext for divorcing my fifter, and
put her away.

She returned to this city, and having fuffered incredi-
ble hard(hips by the way, came to me in fo lamentable a
condition, that it would have moved the hardeft heart to
compaflion. I received her with all the tendernefs fhe
could expet, and enquiring into the caufe of her {ad
condition, fhe told me with tears, how inhumanly her
hufband had dealt by her. I wasfo much concerned at
her misfortune, that it drew tears from my eyes: I put
her into a bagnio, and clothed her with ‘my own ap-
parel, and fpoke to her thus: Sifter, you are the el-
der, and 1 efteem you as my mother! During your
abfence, God has bleft the portion that fell to my fh:wu-e(3

an
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and the employment [ follow to feed and bring up filk-
worms. Aflure yourfelf there is nothing L have but
what is at your fervice, andasmuch at your difpofal as
my own. :

We lived very comfortably together for fome months,
and as we were often dilcourfing together about our third
fifter, and wondering we heard no news of her, fhe
€ame in as bad a condition as the elder: her hufband
had treated her after the fame manner ; and | received
her likewife with the fame affettion I had done the
former. ' ‘

Some time after, my two fifters, on pretence that
they would not be chargeable to ure, told me they had
thoughts to marry again. I anfwered them, That if
their putting me to charge was all ithe reafon, they
might lay thofe thoughts afide, and be very welcome to
ftay with me; for what I had would be fufficient to
maintain us all ‘three, anfwerable to our condition :
But, fays I, I rather believe you have a mind to marry
again ; which if you have, Iam fure it will very much
furprize me : Alter the experience you have had of the

k_fmall fatisfaction there is in wedlock, is it poflible you
dare venture a fecond time? You know how rare it is
to meetwith a hufband that is a real honeft man. Be-
lieve what | fay, and let us live together, and live as
comfortably as we can, All my perfuafion was in vain,
they were refolved to marry, and fo they did. Buc
afier fome months were paft,'they came back again,
and begged my pardon a thoufand times, for not fol-
lowing my advice. You are our youngelt fifter, faid
they, and abundantly more wife than we ; but if you
will vouchfafe to receive us once more into your houfe,
and account us your flaves, we (hall never commit fuch
a fault again. My anfwer was, Dear filters, [have not
altered my mind with refpeét to you fince we laft parted
from one another ; come again, and take part of what
I have. Upon this I embraced them again, and we lived
together as we did formerly,

We continued thus a whole year in perfe love and
tranquillity ; and feeing that God had increaled my fmall
ftock, I projected a voyage by fea, to hazard fomes
what in trade, To this end, I went wich my two fiiters

1o
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to Balfora, where I bought a fhip ready fitted for fea,
and laded her with fuch merchandize as I brought
from Bagdad ; we fet fail with a fair wind, and foon .
got through the Perfian gulph; and when we got into
the ocean, we fteered our courle to the Indies, and {aw
land the twentieth day. *Twas a vgry high mountain,
at the bottom of which we faw a great town, and having
a‘frefh gale, we foon reached the harbour, where we
caft anchor.

1 had not patience to ftay till my fifters were drefled
to go along with me, but went afhore in the boat by
myfelf ; and making diteétly to the gate of the town, I
faw there a great number of men upon the guard,
fome fitting, and others ftanding with battoons in their
hands; and they had all fuch dreadful countenances
that it frightened me ; but perceiving they had no mo-
tion, nay not fo much as with their eyes, 1 took cou-
rage, and went nearer, and then found they were all
turned into flones. I entered the town and pafled thro’
the feveral ftreets, where there ftood every where men
in feveral poftures, but all unmoveable and petrified.
On that fide where the merchants lived I found moft of
the fhops (hut, and in fuch as were open, 1 likewife
found the people petrified. 1looked up to the chim-
neys, but faw no fmoak ; which made me conjefture
that thofe within, as well as thofe without, were all
turned into ftones.

Being come into a vaft {quare, in the heart of the city,
I perceived a great gate, covered with plates of gold, the
two leaves of which ftood open, and a curtain of filk ftuff
feemed to be drawn before it : I alfo faw a lamp hang-
ing over the gate. After I had well confidered the fa-
brick, I made no doubt but it was the palace of the prince
who reigned over that country ; and being very much
aftonifhed that 1 had not met with one living creature,
1 went thither in hopes to find fome. I entered the

ate, and was {till more furprized, when I faw none
%nt the guards in the porches, all petrified ; fome ftand-
ing, fome fitting, and fome lying.

I crofled over a large court, where I faw a Rately
building juft before me, the windows of which were

inclofed with gates of mafly gold: I looked upon it ;0 -
i e
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be the queen’s apartment, and went into a large hall,
where there ftood feveral black ennuchs turned into flone.
I went from thénce into a room richly hung and fur-
nifhed, where I perceived a lady in the fame manner,
1 knew it to be the queen, by the crown of gold that
hung over her head, and.a necklace of pearl about her
neck, each of them asbigas a nut; I went up clofe
to her to view it, and never faw any thing finer.

I ftood fome time and admired the riches and magni-
ficedce of the room ; but aboveall, the foot-cloth, the
cufhions, and the fofas, which were all lined with In-
dian ftuff of gold, with piftures of men and beafts in
filver, drawn to admiration. .

Scheherazade would have continued longer, but day-

_light put a ftop toher difcourfe. The Sultanwas migh-
tily pleafed with the flory : I muft, faid he, as he was
getting out of bed, know what all this wonderful pes
trefaction of men will at laft come to.

The Sixty-fourth Night.

DInarzade was fo extremely pleafed with the begin-
ning of this ftory of Zobeide, that fhe did not
fail to call the Sultanefs before day: If you be not
aﬂcep, fifter, pray let us know what Zobeide faw more
in this ftrange palace, Scheherazade anfwered, the lady
continued the ftory to the caliph in this manner :

Sir, faid fhe, I went out of the chamber where the
petrified queen was, and came thro’ feveral other apart<
ments and clofets richly furnithed, and at laft came into
a vait large room, where there was a throne «of mafiy
gold, raifed feveral fteps above the floor, and enriched
with large inchafed emeralds, and a bedupon the throne
of rich ftuff, embroidered with pearls, That which fur-
prized me more than all the reft, was a fparkling light
which came from above the bed : Being curious to know
from whence it came, I mounted the fleps, and lifting
up my head, I faw a diamond as big as the egg of an
oftrich, lying upon a low ftool ; it was fo pure, that I
coyld not find the leaft blemifh in it, and 1t fparkled fo
bright, that I could not endure the luftre of it, when I
faw it by day,

On
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On each fide of the bed's head there ftood a lighted
flambeau;, but ro what ufe 1 could not comprehend :
However, it made me imagine that theie was fome
Living creature in this place ; for I could not believe
that thefe torches continued thus burning of themfelvess
Sevcral other rarities detained my cuariofity in this
room, which was ineltimable, were it only for the dia<
mond 1 mentioned. ’

' The doors being all open, or but half fhut, I furvey=
ed fome other apartments, that were as fine as thofe I
had aiready feen. I looked intw the offices and flore-
rooms, which were full of infinite riches, and I was{o
much taken with the fight ofall chefe wonderful things,
that 1 forgor myfelf, and did not think on my fhip, or
my fifters; my whole defign was to fatisfy my curiofity &
Mean time, night came on, which put me in mind that
it was time to retire. Twas for retarning by the fame
way I came in, but I could not find it, I loft myfelf
among the apartments; and finding | was come back
again tothat large room, where the throne, the couch,
the large diamond, and the torches fiood, I refolved to
make my night’s lodging there, and to depart the next
morning betimes, to get aboard my fhip. I laid mye-
felf down upon the couch, not withdut fome dread to
be alone in a wild place ; and this fear hindered my
fleep. -

About midnight I heard- a voice like that ofa man
reading the alcoran, after the fame manner, and in the
{ame tone, as we ufc to read in our mofques. Bein
extremely glad to hear it, I got up immediately, an§
takinﬁ a torch in my hand to light me, I pafled from
one chamber to another, on that fide where the voice
came from : [ came to the clofet door, where I ftood
#till, no ways doubting that it came from thence, 1 fet
down my torch upon the ground, and looking tihrough
awindow, I found it to be an oratory. In fhort, it
had, as we have in our mofques, a nich, that fhews
where we muft turn to fay our prayers: There were
alfo lamps hung up, and the two candlefticks with large
tapers of white wax burning.

I faw a little carpet laid down like thofe we have to
kneel upon when we fay ourprayers,and a comely young

man
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man fat upon this carpet reading the alcoran, which lay
before him upon a defk, with great devotion. At the
fight of this I was tranfported with admiration. I'wone
dered how it came to pafs that he fhould be the only
living creature in a town where all the people were
turned into ftones, and I did not doubt but there was
fomething in it very extraordinary. oo

The door being only half fhut, I opened it, and went
in, and ftanding upright before the nich, I faid this
prayer aloud ; ¢ Praife be to God that has favoured us
with a happy voyage, and may he be gracioufly pleafed
to protect us in the fame manner, until we arrive again -~
in our own country. Hear me, O Lord, and grant my
requeit.’ :

The young man calt his eyes upon me, and faid, My
good lady, pray let me know who you are, and what
has brought you to this defolate city ? And, inrequital,
I will tell you who I am, what happened to me, why
the inhabitants of this city are reduced to that ftate you
fee them in, and why I alone am fafe and found in the
midft of fuch a terrible difafter. :

I told him in few words from whence 1 came, what
made me undertake the voyage, and how I fafely ar-
rived at the port after twenty days’ failing ; and when I
had done, I prayed him to perform his promife, and
told-him how much [ was ftruck by the frightful defolas
tion which I had feen in all places as I came along.- |

My dear lady, fays the young man, have patience for
a moment, At thefe words he fhut the alcoran, put it
into a rich cafe, and laid it in the nich. I took that
opportunity to' obferve him, and perceived fo much
good nature and beauty in him, that I felt fuch ftrange-
emotions in myfelf, as I never had done before. e
made me fit down by him, and before he began his
difcourfe, I could not forbear faying to him, with an
air that difcovered the fentiments I was infpired with,
Amiable Sir, dear objet of my foul, 1 can fcarce have
patience to wait for an acconnt of all thole wonderful
things that I have feen fince the firlt time I came into
your city ; and my curiofity cannot belfatisfied too foon:
therefore pray, Sir, let me know by what miracle yon

4 alone
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alone are left alive among {o many perfons that have
died in {o ftrange a manner.

Scheherazade broke off here, and faid to Schariar,
Sir, perhaps your majefty does not perceive it is day 3
fhouid I continue my difcourfe any longer, I thould abufe
your attention, The Sultan got up, refolving next
night to hear the remainder of this wonderful flory.

The Sixty-fifih-Night.

F you be not afleep, fifter, faid Dinarzade, next
morninf, before it was day, I would pray you
ta refume the ftory of Zobeide, and acquaint us what
pafled between her and the young man, that fhe found
alive in the palace you gave us fo fine a defcription of,
I will immediately fatisfy you, faid the Sultanefs. Zo-
beide went on with her ftory thus: | '
Madam, fays the young man, you have given me to
underftand you have a knowledge of the true God, by
the prayer you juft now addreffed to him. I will ac-
quaint you with the moft remarkable effet of his great-
nefs and power. You muft know, that this city was
the metropolis of a mighty kingdom, over which the
king my father did reign. "That prince, his whole court,
the inhabitants of the city, and all his other {ubje&s,
were magi, worfhippers of fire, and of Nardoun, the an«
cient king of the giants, who rebelled againft God.
And though I was begotten and born of an idolatrous
father and mother, 1 had the good fortune in my youth
to have a woman-governefs, who was a good muffel-
man; I had che alcoran by heart, and underftood the
‘explanation of it perfeftly well. Dear prince, would
fhe oftentimes fay, there is but one true God; take
heed that you do not acknowledge and adore any other.
She taught me to read Arabick, and the book fhe gave
me to exercife upon was the alcoran. Asfoon as I was
capable of underftanding it, fhe explained to me all
the headsof this excellent book, and infuled piety into
my mind, unknown to my father or any body elfe. She
happened to die, but not before fhe had perfectly inftruét-
cd me in all that was neceflary to convince me of the
; muffelman
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muflelman religion. After her death I perfifted with
- conftancy in the belief1was in; and I abhor the falfe
god Nardoun, and the adoration of fire.

’Tis about three years and fome months ago, that a
thundering voice was heard all of a fudden fo ditinctly,
through the whole city, that nobody could mifs hearing
it. The words were thefe: ¢ Inhabitants, abandon the
worfhip of Nardoun, and of fire, and worfhip the only
God that fthews mercy.’

This voice was heard three years fucceflively, but no
body was converted: So the laft day of the year, at four
o'clock in the morning, all the inhabitants in general
were changed in an inftantinto flone, every one in the
fame condition and pofture they happened to be then
in. 'The king, my father, had the {fame fate, for he
was metamorphofed into a black ftone, as he is to be
feen in this palace; and the queen, my mother, had the
like deftiny,

I am the only perfon that did not fuffer under that
heavy judgment, and ever fince I have continued to
ferve him with more fervency than before,, 1am per=
fuaded, dear lady, that he has fent you hither for my
comfort, for which I render him infinite thanks; for
I muft own that this folitary life is very uneafy.

All thefe expreflions, and particularly the laft, in-
creafed my love to him extremely. Prince, faid I, there
is no doubt but Providence hath brought me into your
pert, to prefent you with an opportunity of withdraw-
ing from this difmal place; the fhip that I came in,
may in fome meafure perfuade you that I am in fome
efteem at Bagdad, where I have left alfo a confiderable
eftate ; and [ dare engage to promife you fanétuary
there, until the mighty co_mmand]::r of the faithful, who
1s viceregent to our prophet whom you acknowledge,
do you the honour that is due to your merit. This re-
nowned prince lives at Bagdad, and as foon as he is
informed of your arrival 1n his capital, you will find
that ’tis not in vain to implore his aflitance. *Tis im-
poffible you can ftay any longer in avcity where all the
objeéts you fee mult renew your grief: My veflel is at
your fervice, where you may abfolutely command as
you fhall think fit, Heaccepted the offer, and we dil-

courfed



138 ARABIAN NiIGgurs

courfed the remaining part of the night about our
embarkment.

‘As foon as it was day we left the palace, and came
aboard my fhip, where we found my fifters, the cap-
tain, and the flaves, all very much troubled for my
abfence. After I had prefented my fifters co the prince,
I told them what had hindered my return to the veflel
the day before, how I had met with the young prince,
his fory, and the caufe of the defolation of fo fine a
city, -

"The feamen were taken up feveral daysin unlading the
merchandize I brought along with me, and embarking,
inftead of that, all the precious things in the palace, as
jewels, gold and money. We left the furniture and
goods, which confifted of an infinite quantity of plate,
&c. becaule our veflel could not carry it, for it would
have required feveral veflcls more to carry all the riches
to Bagdad, that was in ouroption to take with us.

After we had Iaden the veflel with what we thought
fit, we took fuch provifions and water aboard as were
neceflary for our voyage, (for we had fill a great deal
of thofe provifions left that we had taken in at Balfora) ;
at laft we fet {ail with a wind as favourable as we could
wifli, -

Here Scheherazade faw day, and flopt her difcourfe :
The Sultan arofe without fpeaking a word, but he pro-
poled to himfelf to hear the end of Zobeide’s flory, and
tiie wonderful deliverance of this young prince.

The Sixty-fixth Night

HEN the enfuing night was almoft gone, Di-
w& narzade being impatient to know the fuccefs of
Zobeide’s voyage, called the Sultanefs : My dear fifter,
day begins to break, for God’s fake continue the flory
of yelternight, and tell us whether the young prince
and Zobeide arrived {afe at Bagdad. I will, {ays Sche-
herazade : Zobeide, addrefling hefelf to the Caliph,
went on thus : &
Sir, faid fhe, the young prince, my fifters and my-
felf, enjoyed ourfelves for fome time very agreeably :
But alas! this good uanderfianding did not lait leng, for
my
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my fifters grew jealous of the friend(hip between the
prince and me, and malicionfly atked me one day, what
we fhould do with him when we came to Bagdad? I per-
ceived immediately that they put this queftion to me,
on purpofe to difcover my inclinations; therefore re-
folving to put it off with a jeft, I anfwered them, I will
take him for my hufband ; and upon that, turning my-
felf to the prince, Sir, I humbly beg of you to give
your confent, for asfoon as we come to Bagdad, I de-
fign to offer you my perfon to be your flave, to do you
all the fervice that is in my power, and to refign myfelf
wholly to your commands,

' The Prince anfwered, I know not, madam, whether
you be in jeftor no; but for my own part, I ferioufly
declare, before thefe ladies, your fifters, that from this
moment, I heartily accept your offer, not with any in-
tention to have you as a flave, but as my lady and
miftrefs ; nor will I pretend to have any power over
your a&tions. At thefe words my fifters changed colour,

‘and I could perceive afterwards that they did not love

me as formerly.
- We were come into the Perfian gulf, and not far
from Balfora, where I hoped, confidering the fair wind,
we might have arrived the day following ; but in the
night, when I was afleep, my fifters watched their
time, and threw me overboard They did the fame to
the prince, who was drowned. ' I fwam fome minutes
on the water ; but by good fortune, or rather miracle,
I felt ground. T'went towards a black place, that by
what I could difcert in the dark, feemed to be land, and
actually was a flat on the coaft; which when day came,
1 found to be a defert ifland, lying about twenty miles
from Balfora. - I foon dried my clothes in the fun, and
as I walked along, 1 found {everal forts of fruit, and
likewife frefh water, which gave me fome hopes of pre-~
ferving my life.

Ilaid myfelf down in a thade, and foon after I faw a
winged ferpent, very large and long, coming towards
me, wriggling to theright and to the left, anghanging
out his tongue, which made me think he had got fome
hurt.  Iarofe, and faw a ferpent larger than he, follow-
ing him, holding him by the tail, and endeavouring to

devour
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devour him: Ihad compaffion on him, and inflead of
flying away, I had the boldnefs and courage to take up
a ftone that by chance lay by me, and threw it at the
great ferpent with all my firength, whom-I hit on the
head and killed him. The other, finding himfelf at
liberty, took to his wings and flew away : I looked a
long while after him in the air, as being an extraordi-
nary thing ; but he flew out of fight, and I laid down
again in another place in fhade, and fell afleep.

When I awaked, judge how I was furprifed to fee
a black woman by me, of a lively and agreeable coma
plexion, who held two bitches tied together in her
hand of the fame colour. I fat up and afked her who
~ fhe was? I am, faid fhe, the ferpent whom you deliver-
. ed not long fince from my mortal enemy. Iknew not
how to acknowledge the great kindnefs you did me,
but by doing what I have done. Iknew the treachery
of your fifters, and torevenge you on them, as foon as
I was fet at liberty by your generous affiftance I called
feveral of my companions together, fairies like myfelf ;
we have carried all your lading that was in your veflel
into your ftore-houfes at Bagdad, and afterwards
funk it. :

Thefe two black bitches are your filters, whom I have
transformed into this fhape : But this punifhment is not
fufficient ; for I will have you to treat them after fuch a
manner as I fhall direc. "

At thofe words the fairy took me faft under one of
her arms, and the two bitches in the 6ther, and carried
me to my houfe in Bagdad, where I found all the riches
which were laden on board my veffel in my fore-houfes.
Before fhe left me, fhe delivered me the two bitches,
and told me, If you will not be changed into a bitch,
25 theyare, I ordain you in the name of him that governs
the fea, to give each of your fifters everynight 10 lathes
with a rod, for the punifhment of the crime they have
committed againft your perfon, and the young prince,
whom they drowned. I was forced to promife that I
would obey her order. Since that time I have whipped
them every night, though with regrer, whereof your
majefty has been a witnefs. Igive evidence by my tears
with Jiow much forrow and reluftancy I muit pe:fogm

¢ this
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this cruel duty ; and in this your majefty may fee I am
more to be pitied than blamed.  If there be any thing
elfe with re{]ation to myfelf, that you defire to be in~
formed of, my fifter Amine will give you the full difco-
very of it, by the relation of her ftory.

Afier the caliph had heard Zobeide with agreat deal
of aftonithment, he defired his grand vizier to pray fair
Amine to acquaint him wherefore her breaftwas marked
with {o many fcars.

But Sir, faid Scheherazade, it is day, and I dare
not detain your majefty amy longer. Schahriar being
perfuaded that the flory which Scheherazade was to re=
late would explain the former, faid to himfelf, I muft
haye the pleafure of hearing this ftory out: Upon which
he arofe, and refolved that Scheherazade thould live one
day longer,

The Sixty-feventh Nighe.

DInarzadc was in a longing condition to hear the
flory of Amine, and therefore waked the Sulta-
nefs a long while before day, faying, Dear fifter, pray
let us know why fair Amine had her breaft fo covered
with fcars. 1 confent to it, fays the Sultanefs, and that
no time may be loft, you muft know that Amine ad-
drefled herfelf to the caliph, and began her ftory after
this manner ;

The Story of Amine.

Ommander of the faithful, fays fhe, to avoid re-
C peating what your majefty has already heard by
my fifter’s flory, I fhall only add, that after my mother
had taken a houfe for herfelf to live in, during her
widowhood, fhe gave me in marriage, with the portion
my father left me, to a gentleman that had one of the
beft eftates in this city,

I had fcarce been a year married when I became a
widow, and was left in poffeflion of all my hufband’s
eftate, which amounted to go thoufand fequins. The
intereft of this money was fufficient to maintainme very
honourably. In the mean time, when my firft fix months
mourning was over, [ caufed to be made me ten rui:;

: 0
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of clothes, very rich, fo that each fuit cameto a thou.
- fand fequins ; and when the year was paft, 1 began to
wear them. :

One day, as I was bufy all alone about my private
affairs, there came one, and told me, that a lady defired
to fpeak to me. 1 ordered them to bring herin. -She
was a perfon well ftricken in years ; the aluted me by
kifling the ground, and told me kneeling, Dear lady,
pray excufe the freedom Itake to trouble you, the cone
fidence I have in your charity makes me thus bold. I
muft acquaint your ladyfhip that I have a daughter,
an orphan,  who is to be married this day ; fhe and I
are both ftrangers, and have no acquaintance at all in
thisitown ; this puts me in-a mighty perplexity, for we
would have the numerous family with whom we are
going to ally ourfelves, to think we are not altogether
ftrangers and without credit : Therefore, molt beauti-
ful lady, if you would vouchfafe to honour the wedding
with your prefence, we fhall be infinitely obliged to
you ; becaufe the ladies of your country will then know
that we are not looked upon here as defpicable wretches,
when they fhall come to underftand, that a lady of your
quality did us that honour. But alas, madam, if you,
refufe this requeft, we fhall bealtogether difgraced, and
dare not addrefs ourfelves to any other.

This poor woman’s difcourfe, mixed with tears,
moved my compaflion. Good woman, faid I, do not
aflict yourfelf, 1 am willing to grant you the favour you
defire ; tell me what place I muft come to, and I will
meet you as foon as | am drefled ; the old woman was
fo tranfported with joy at my anfwer, that fhe kiffed my
feet without my being able to hinder it, Good chari-
table lady, faid fhe, rifing np, God will reward the
kindnefs you have fhewed to your fervants, and make
your heart as joyful as you have made theirs. It is too
foon yet to give yourfelf that trouble; it will be time
enough when I come to call you in the evening: So
farewell, madam, faid fhe, till I have the honour to fee
you again.

As foon as fhe was gone, I took the fuit I liked beft,
with a necklace of large pearl, bracelets, pendents in

my ears, and rings fet with the' finelt and moft fpzlag'k-r
1 ng
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ling diamonds; for my mind prefaged what would $e-
fal me.

When night drew on, the old woman came to callme,’
with a countenance full of joy ; fhe kiffed my hands,
and faid, My dear lady, the rclations of my fon-in=
law, -who are the principal ladies of the town, are now
met together ; you may come when you pleafe, I am

| ready to wait on yon. We went immediately, fhe
. going before, and I followed her with a good number
' of my maids and flaves very well dreft: We ftopt in a

large fireet, newly fivept and watered, at a large gate
with a lanthorn befere it, by the light of whichIcould
read this infcription over the gate in golden letterss

¢ Here is ‘the abjode of everlafting pleafures and content,”

The old woman knocked, and the gate was opened ime=

mediately. -

. They brought me to the lower end of the court, into
a large hall, avhere I was received by ayoung lady of
admirable beauty ; fhe came up to me, and after having
embraced me; fhe made me fit down by her upon a
fofa, where there was a throne of precious wood, befet
with diamonds; Madam, faid fhe, you are brought
hither to affit at a wedding ; but I hope this marriage
will prove otherwife than what you expected. 1have a
brother, one of the handfomelt men in the world: he
is fallen fo much in love with the fame of your beauty,
that his fate depends wholly upon you, and he will be the
unhappicit of men, if you do not take pity on him.
He knows your quality, and I can aflure you he is in
10 wife unworthy of your alliance. If my prayers,
madam, can ,prevail, I fhall join them with his, and
humbly beg you will not refuie the offer of being his

wife.

After the death of my hufband, T had no thought of
marrying again : But I had no power to refufe the offer
made byfo charming alady, As foon as I had given
confent by filence, accompanied with a blufh, the young
lady clapt her hands, and immediately ‘a clofet-door
opened, out of which came a young man of a majeflick
air, and {o graceful a behaviour, that I thought myfelt"
happy to have made fo great a conqueft.. He {at down

by me, and by the difcourfe we had together, L foupd
Yor. L. ' K ] that
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that his merits far exceeded the account his fifler had
given me of him. |

‘When fhe {aw that we were fatisfied one with another,
fhe clapt her hands a {econd time, and ogt came a cadis
or fcrivener, who wroteour contraét of marriage, figned
it himfelf, and caufed it to be attefted by fodr witnefles
he brought along with him. The only thing that my
new f{poufe made me promife was, that 1 fhould not be
{een by nor {peak with any other man but himfelf, and
he vowed to me upon that condition, that I fhould have
no reafon to complain of him. Our marriage was con-
. €luded and finithed after this manner: fo L became the
principal atrefs of a wedding, whereanto-I was only
anvited as a gueft.

After we had been married « month, I had occafion
for fome fuffs ; I afked my hufband’s leave to go out
and buy them, which he granted; and I took that old
woman along with me, of whom 1 fpoke before, fhe
being one of the family, and two of my own female
flaves. -

When we came td the flreet where the merchants
dwell, theold woman told me, Dear miftrefs, fince you
want filk fiuffs, I muft carry you to a young merchant
of my acquaintance ; he has of all forts, and it will
prevent your wearying yourfelf, by going from one
thop to another, Ican affure you that he isable to fur-
nifh you with thatwhich nobody elfe can. I was eafily
perfuaded, and we entered into a fhop belonging to a
young merchant, a man likely enough. I fat down, and
bid KEC old woman defire him to fhew me the fineft
filk-ftuffs he had : The woman bid me fpeak myfelf;

“but I told her it was one of the articles of my marriage-
contralt, not to fpeak to any man but my hutband,
which I ought tokeep.

The merchant fhewed me feveral ftuffs, of which one

. pleafedmebetter than thereft ; but I bid her afk the price,
~He anfwered the old woman, I will not fell it for gold
or money, but I will make her a prefent of it, if fhe wiil
give me leave to Kifs her cheek. I bid the old woman
tell him, that he was very rude to propofe fuch a thing.
But inftead of obeying me, fhe faid, What the mer-
shant defires of you is no fuch great matter ; you need

3 not
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rot fpealkk, but only prefent him your cheek, and the
bufinefs will foon be done; the ftuff pleafed me fo
much, that I was foolith enough to take her advice,
The old woman and my flaves ftood wp, that nobody
fhould fee, and I put up my veil; but inftead of a
kifs the merchant bit me till the blood came.

The pain and furprize was fo great, that I fell down
in a fivoon, and continted in it {o long, that the mer-
chant had time to fhut his thop, and fiy for it. When
Ycame to myfelf, I found my cheek all bloody: The
old woman and my flaves took care to cover it with

- my veil, that the people that came about us could not
perceive it, bur fuppofed it to be only a fainting fit. .
_ Scheherazade as fhe fpoke thefe words, perceived
day, and held her peace. The fultan, finding the re-
lation very extraordinary and pleafant, rofe up, with a
defign to hear the reft of it, by

The Sixty-eighth Nights

WH E N next night was near an end, Dinarzade
awaked, and called to the Sultanefs, If you
pleafe, fifter, pray continue the flory of Amine. Sche-
herazade anfwered, the lady refumed it thus :

The old woman that was with me, being extremely
troubled at this accident, endeavoured to comfort me 3
My dear miftrefs, faid fhe, I beg your pardon, for E
am the caufe of this misfortune, having brought you to
this merchant, becaule he is my countryman: but E
never thought he would be guilty of fuch a villainous
aftion, Butdo not grieve ; let.us make hafte to go
home, I will give you 2 medicine that fhall perfectly
cure you in three days time, fo that the lealt mark fhall
not be feen. The fit had made me foweak, that I was
fcarce able to walk : But at laft I got home, where I
had afecond fit, as T went into the chamber, Mean
while, the old woman applied her remedy, fo that I
came to mylelf, and went to bed:

My hufband came to me at night, and feeing my
head bound up, atked me the reafon. I told him, I had
the head-ach, and hoped he would enquire no farther;
but he took a candle, and faw my cheek was hore :
How comes this wound ¢ f2id he. "And tho’'1 was not

i Kz very
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very guilty, yet I could not think of owning the thing ¢

Beiides to make fuch confeflion to a hufband, I thought

was {fomewhat indecent ; therefore I told him, That as

1 was going tofeek for that fiuff you gave me leave to

buy, a porter, carrying a load of wood, came fo clofe

by me, as [ went through a narrow ftreet, that one of
the flicks gave me a rub on the cheek; butit is not
much hurt. This put my hufband in fuch a paffion,
that he vowed he fhould not go unpunithed ; for I will
to-morrow give orders:to the lieutenant of the police to
{eize upon all thofe brutes of porters, and caufe them
to be hanged. Being afraid to occafion the death of
{o many innocent perfons, I told him, Sir, I fhould
be forry that fo great a piece of injuftice fhould be com-
mitted, Pray don’t doit; for I fhould judge myfelf
unpardonable, if] were the caufe of fo much mifchief.
Then tell me fincerely, faid he, how came you by this
wound ? I anfwered, 'That it came thro’ the inadvertency
of a broom-feller upon an afs, who coming behind me,
and looking another way, his afs gave me fuch a pufh,
that I fell down, and hurt my cheek upon fome glafs.
Isitfo? faid my hufband; then to-morrow morning
before fun-rifing, the grand vizier Giafar thall have an
account of this infolence, and he fhall caunfe all the
broom-fellers to be put to death. For the love of God,
Sir, faid I, let me beg of you topardon them, for they
are not guilty. How, madam, faid he, what is it [
muft believe ? Speak, for I am abfolutely refolved to
know the truth from your own mouth. Sir, faid I,
I was taken with a giddinefs, and fell down, and that’s
the whole matter.

At thefe laft words my hufband loft all patience.
Olr! cries he, I have given ear to your lies too long;
with that, clapping his hands, in came three {laves;
Pull her out of bed, faid he, and lay her in the middle
of the floor. The flaves obeyed his orders, one holding
me by the head, another by the feet; he commanded
the third to fetch him a fcymetar, and when he had
brought it, Strike, faid he, cut her in two in the
middle, and then throw her into the T'ygris to feed the
filhes. This is the punifhment I give to thofe to whom
I have given my heart, if they falfify their pmﬁli]fe.

cn
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When he faw that the lave made no halle 'to obey his
orders, Why do you not, ftrike? faid he, Who is it that
holds you? What art thou waiting for ? :

Madam, then, faid the flave, you are near the laf
moment of your life, confider if you have any thing
to difpofe of before you die. Ibegged leave to {peak
one word, which was granted me.  1lifted up my head,
and looking, withfully to my hufband, Alas! faid Isto
what condition am [ reduced ! mult I then die in the
prime of my youth? 1 could fay no more, for my
tears and fighs prevented me. My hufband was not
at all moved, buton the contrary, went on to reprfoach
me ; {o that to-have made anfwer would have been in
vain. I had recourfe to intreaties and prayers; but he
“had no regard to them, and commanded the flaves to

roceed to exccution, ‘The old woman that had been

is nurfe, came in jult at that moment, fell down upon
her knees, and endeavoured to appeafe his wrath. M
{on, faid fhe, fince I have been your nurfe, and brought
you up, let me beg the favour of you to grant me her
life; confider, that he who kills fhall be killed, and
that you will ftain your reputation, and lofe the efteern
of mankind, What will not the world {ay of fuch a
bloody rage ? She fpoke thele words in fuch a taking
way, accompanied with tears, that [he gained upon him
at laft.
" Well then, fays he to his nurfe, for your fake T will
fpare her life ; but the fhall carry {ome marks along
with her, to make her remember the crime ; with that,
one of the flaves, by his order, gave me {o many blows,
as hard as he could ftrike, with a little cane, upon my
fides and brealt, that he fetched both fkin and flein
away, fo that 1 lay fenfelefs : Afier that he canfed the
{fame flaves, the executioners of his fury, to carry me
into a houfe, where the old woman took care of me. I
kept my bed four months: at laft I recovered ; the
fcars you faw yefterday againft my will, have remained
ever fince.

As {oon as I was able to walk, and go abroad, I
refolved to go to the houfe which was my own by my
firft hufband, but I could not find the place. My fecond
haiband, in the heat of his wrath, was not content fo.

K 2 have
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have razed it to the ground, but eaufed all the firect
where it food to be pulled down. I believe fuch a
violent proceeding was never heard of before; but
againft whom fhould I make my complaint? The author
had taken fuch care that he was not te bé found, neither
could Iknow him again if I'faw him: And fuppofe [

- had known him, is it not eafily feen that the treatment
I met with proceeded {rom ablolute power? then how
dared 1 make any complaint?

Being defolate, and urprovided of every thing, 1
had recourfe to my dear fifler Zobeide, who gave your
majelty juit now an account of her adventures: to her,
I made known my misfortune ; fhe received me with
her accuffomed goodnefs, and advifed me to bear it with
patience. This is the way of the world, faid fhe, which
either yobs us of our means, our friends, orour lovers ;
and oftentimes of all at once : And at the fame time
10 confirm what fhe had faid, fhe gave me an account
of the lofs of the young prince, occafioned by the jea-
loufy of her two fifters; the told me alfo by what acci-
dent they were transformed into bitches: And in the
laft place, after a thoufand teftimonials of her love
towards me, {lie fhewed me my youngeft fifter, who had
likewile taken fan@nary with her, after the death of her
mother, -

Thus we gave God thanks, who had brought us to-
gether agaia, refolving to live a fingle life, and never
tofeparate any more, for we have enjoyed this peaceable
way of living a great many years: And as it was my
buiinefs to mind the affairs of the houfe, I always tock
pleafure to go myfelf, and buy in what we wanted., [
happened to go abroad yefterday, and the things I

‘bought I caufed to be brought home by a porter, who
proved to be a-fenfible and jocofe fellow, and we kept
him by us for a little diverfion. Three Calenders hap-
pened to come to our deor, as it began to grow dark,
and prayed us to give them (helter till the next morning:
‘We gave them entrance, butupon certain conditions,
which they agreed unto ; and after we had made them
fit down at the table by us, they gave us a concert of
mufick after their fafhion, and at the fame time we
heard knocking at our gate. Thefe were the three

, merchiants
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merchants of Mouflol, men of a very good mein, .who
begged the fame favour which the Calenders had obtained
before : We confented to it upon the fame conditions,
but neither of them kept their promife ; and tho’ we
had power as well as jultice on our fide to punifh them,
yet we contented ourielves with demanding from them
the hiitory of their lives, and confequently bounded our
revenge with difmiffing them, after they bad done, amd
deprived them of the lodging they demanded. ,

‘The caliph Haroun Alrafchid was very well fatisfiad
with chefe itrange ftories, and declared publickly his
aftonithment at what he had heard. :

".But, Sir, fuid Scheherazade, day Begins to break,-fo
that I have not time to acquaint your majeftywhat the
caliph did to put an end to the inchantments of the two
black bitches. Schahriar fuppofing that the Sultanefs
would quite finifh the ftory of the five ladies and the
three Calenders the next night, rofe pp, and fuffered
her to live till next morning.

The Sixty-nimh Night.

OR the love of heaven, fiftes, fays Dinarzade,
before it 'was day, if you be not afleep, tell us
how the two black bitches were brought to their former
fhape, and what became of the three Calenders. I will
fatisfy your curiofity, faid Scheherazade: Then ad- °
drefling her difcourfe to Schahriar, fhe purfued it
thuas:

Sir, the cah'crh having fatisfied his curiofity, thought
himfelf obliged to give fome marks of grandeur and
generofity to the Calender princes, and alfo to give
the three ladies fome proofs of his bounty., He himlelf,
without making ufe of his minifter, the grand vizier,
fpoke to Zobeide, Madam, this fairy, that fhewed her-
ielf to you in the fhape of a ferpent, and impofed fuch °
a rigorous command upon you, did the not tell you
where her place of abode was ? Or rather, did fhe not
promife to {ee you, and reftore thofe bitches to their
nadtural fhape ¢ :

Commander of the faithful, anfwered Zobeide, I for-
got to tell your majefty, that the fairy left with me 2
bundle of hair, faying withal, that her prefence would

Kgq4 one
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one day ftand me in flead; and then, if I only burnt
two tu'ts of this hair, fhe would be with me in 2 mo-
.ment, though fhe were beyond mount Cancafus. Madam,
fays the caliph, where is the bundle of hair? She an-
fivered, Everfince that time I have had fuch a parti-
cular care of it, that I always carry it about me : Upon
which: fhe pulled it out, opened the cafe a little where it
was, and fhewed it him. Well then, faid the caliph,
let us make the fairy come hither; yon could not call
_ her in a better time, for I long to fee her.,

Zobeide having confented to it, fire was brought in,
and fhe threw the whole bundle of hair into it. . The
palace began to fhake at that very inftant, and the fairy
épﬁeared before the caliph, in the fhape of a lady very
richly drefleds

Commander of the faithful, faid fhe to the prince,
you-fee I am ready to come and receive your commands,
The lady who gave me this call by your order, did me
a particular piece of fervice; to make my gratitude
appear, I revenged her of her fifters’ inhumanity, by
changing them 1nto bitches: But if your majefty com-
amands it, Iwill reftore them to their former fhape.

Handfome fairy, faid the caliph, you cannot do me
a greater pleafure; vouchfafe them that favour, and
after that I will find fome means to comfort them
for their hard penance : But beflides, I have another

“boon to afk in favour of that Jady, who has had fuch
cruel ufage from an unknown hufband: And as you un-
doubtedly know a great many things, we have reafon
to believe, that you cannot be ignorant of this; oblige
me with the name of this barbarous fellow, that could
not be contented to exercife his barbarous cruelty upon
her perfon, but has alfo moft unjultly taken from her
all the fubftance fhe had. I only admire how fuch an
unjuft and inhuman aGion could be performedin {pité
of my authority, and not come to my ears..

To ferve your majefty, anfwered the fairy, T will
teftore the two bitches to their former ftate, and I will
fo cure the lady of her fcars, that it fhall never appear
fhe was fo beaten ; and at laft I will tell'you who it was
that did it,

The caliph fent for the two bitches from Zobeide’s

houte,

-
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houfe, and when they came, a glafs of water was
brought to the fairy, upon her defire : She pronounced:
fome words over it, which nobody underftood; then
‘throwing fome partofit upon Amine, and thereft upon
the bitches, the latter became two-ladies of furprizing:
beauty, and the fcars that were upon Amine vanithed
away. After which the fairy faid'to the caliph, Com-
mander of the faithtul, I muft now difcover to you-the
unknown hufband you enquire after; he is very near
related to yourfelf, for it is prince Amin, your eldeft
fon, who falling paflionately in love with this lady, by
.the fame he had heard of her beauty, he,by an intrigue,
got her brought to his houfe, where he married her..
As to the ftrokes he caufed to be given her, he is in
fome meafure excufable ; for the lady his fpoufe had
Leen a little too ealy, and the excufes fhe had made
.were capable to make him belicve (he was more faalty
than really the was. This is all I canfay to fatisfy yous
curiofity ; and atthefe words fhe {aluted the caliph,.and
vanitfhed. '

The prince being filledwith admiration, and having
much fatisfaltion in the changes that bad happened
thro’ his means, did {uch things.as will per]raetuate his
memory to allages. Firft, he fent for his fon Amin,
and told him, that he was informed of his fecret mar-
miage, and how he had wounded Aminée upon a very
flight caufe. Upon this the prince did pot wait for.
his father’s commands, but received her again imme-
diately, = .

After which the caliph declared, that he would give
his own heart and hand to Zobeide, and offered the
other three fifters to the Calenders, that werekings fons!
who accepted them for their brides with a great deal of
joy. The caliph affigned each of them a magnificent
palace in the city of Bagdad, promoted them to the.
higheft dignitics of his empire, and admitted them to
his counfels, ]

Thetown clerk of Bagdad being called, with wit=
nefles, wrote the contralts of marriage 3 apnd thefamons
caliph Haroun Alrafchid, by making the fortune of fo
many perfons that had undergone fuch incredible cala=
amities, drew a thoufand bleflings npon himfelf,

K g . Fha
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The Story of Sindbad, the Sailor,

Inarzade having awaked her fifter the Sultanefs, as
D ufual, and prayed her to tell her another flory,
Scheherazade atked leave of the Sultan, and having
gbtained it, began thus: .

Sir, in the reign of the fame caliph Haroun Alraf-
chid, whom I formerly mentioned, there lived at Bagdad

~apoor porter called Hindbad. One day, when the
weather was exceflive hot, he was employed to carry a
heavy burden, from one end of the town to the other,
Being very weary, and having #ill a great way to go,
he came into a ftreet, where a delicate weftern breeze
blew on his face, and the pavement of the ftreet being
iprinkled with rofe-water, he ¢ould not defire a better
place to reftin. Therefore, laying off his burden, he
iat down by it, near a great houfe.

He was mightily pleafed that he ftopt in this place;
foran agreeable {mell of wood of aloes and of peftils
that came from the houfe, mixing with the fcent of the
rofe-water, did completely perfume and embalm the
air, Befides, he heard from within, a concert of feveral
forts of inftrumental mufick, accompanied with the har-
monious notes of nightingales, and other birds, peculiar
to that climate. 1 hischarming melody, and the {mell
of feveral forts of vifluals, made the porter to think
that there was a feaft, and great rejoicings within, His
occafions leading him feldom that way, he knew not
who dwelt in the houfe : But to fatisfy his curiofity, he
went to fome of the fervants, whom he faw ftanding at -
the gate in magnificent apparel, and afked the name of
the mafter of the houfe. How, replied one‘of thenr,
do you live in Bagdad, and know not that this is the
houfe of fignar Sindbad, the failor, that famous travel-
ler, who has failed round the world? The porter, who
had heard of this Sindbad’s riches, could not but envy a
man whofe condition he thought to be as happy as his

" own was deplorable: And hismind being fretted with
thofe refiettions, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and
fays, loud enough to be heard, Almighty creatorof all
things, confider. the differgnce between Sinbad andim,e $

- am
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I am every day expofed to fatigues and calamities, and
can fcarce get coarle barley-bread for myfelf and my
family, whilit happy Sindbad profufely expends immenie
riches, and leads a life of continual pleafure. What™
has he done to obtain from thee a lot fo agreeable?
And what have [ dose to deferve onc fo miferable ?
Having finithed his expoRulation, he ftruck his foot
againit the ground, like a man fivallowed up of grief
and defpair.

Whillt the porter was thog indulging his melancholy,
a fervant came out of the toufe, and taking him by
the arm, bid him follow him, for fignor Sinbad his
mafter, wanted tofpeak with him.—Here day, begin-
ning to appear, Scheherazade broke off her ftory, but
refumed it again next morning as follows =

w The Sewentieth Night.

S I'R, your majefty may eafily imaging, that poox
Hindbad was nct a little furprized at this compli-
meat ; for, confideringwhat he had faid, he was afraid-
Sinbad had fent for him to punifh him: therefore
he would have excufed himfelf, alledging, That he
could not leave his burden in the middle of the fireet.
But Sindbad’s fervants affured him they would look to
it, and prefled the porter fo, that he was obliged to
yield. i
The fervants brought him into a great hall, where
abundance of people fat round a table, covered with
all fortsof fine dithes, At the apper end there {at a
grave, coniely, venerable gentleman, with a long white
beard, and behind him ftood a number ¢7 officers and
domeflics, all ready to ferve him. This grave geutle-
man was Sindbad. The porter, whofe fear was increafed
at the fight of fo many people, and of a banquet {o
fumptoous, faluted the company trembling. Sindbad
bid him draw near, and fetting him down at his righe
hand, ferved him himfelf, and gave him excellent wine,
of which there was a good flore upon the fide-board.
When dinner was over, Sindbad began'his difcourfe
to. Hindbad ; and calling him brother, according ¥o
« theé manner of the Arabians, when they are {amiliaropi
wat
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with another, he afked him his name and employment.,
Signor, anfwered he, my nameis Hindbad. 1am very
glad to fee you, replies Sindbad ; and I dare fay the
fame for all the cumpany : But I would be glad to hear
from your own mouth, what it is you faid awhile ago .
in the fireet. For Sindbad had heard it himfelf thro’*

the window, before he f{at down at table, and that oc- '
cafioned his calling for him.

Hindbad, being furprized at the queftion, hung down
his head, and replied, Signor, 1 confefs that my weari-
nefs put me out of humour, and occafioned me to fpeak
fome indifcreet words, which I beg you to pardon.
Oh, don’t you think I am fo unjuft, replies Sindbad,
torefent fuch a thing as that ; 1 confider your condi-
tion, and inftead of upbraiding you with your com-
plaints, 1 am forry for yon: But I muft reétify your
miftake concerning myfelf. You think, no doubt,:
that I have acquired, without labour and trouble, the
eafe and conveniency which I now enjoy. But don’t
miftake yourfelf, I did not attain to this happy condi-
tion, without enduring more trouble of body and mind,
for feveral years, than can well be imagined. Yes, gen-
tlemen, adds he, fpeaking to the whole company, Ican
affure yon, my troubles were fo extraordinary, that
they were capable of difcouraging the moft covetous
man from undertaking fuch voyages as I did, toacquire
riches. Perhaps you have never heard a diftinét account
of my wonderful adventures and dangers I met with,
in my feven voyages ; and fince I have this opportunity,
Jam willing to give you a faithful account of them, not
doubting bur it will be acceptable.

And becaufe Sindbad wastotell this ftory particularly
upon the porter’s account, he ordered his burden to be

-carried to the place appointed : and.began thas:

The Story of Sindbad, the Sailor.
His Firft Voyage.

: ¥ father left me a confiderable eftate, moft part
of which I fpentin debauches, during my youth;

buel perceived my error,and called to mind that riches:
5 were
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were perifhable, and quickly confumed by fuch ill hof=
bands as myfelf. I farther confidered, thatby my ir-
regular way of living, I wretchedly mis-pent my time,
which is the moft valuable thing in the world. Iremem-
bered the faying of the great Solomon, which Thad fre-
quently heard from my father, That death is'more to-
lerable than poverty. Being ftruck with thofe reflec-
tions, I gathered together the ruins of my eftate, and
fold all my moveables in the publick market to the
higheft bidder. ~Then I entered into 'a contra&t with*
fome merchants that traded by fea: I took the advice
of {uch as I thought moft capable to give it me : And,
refolving to improve what money I had, I went to Bal-
{fora, a port on the Perfian gulph, and embarked witl
feveral merchants, who joined with me to fit out a fhip
on purpofe. e

We fet fail, and fteered our courfe towards the Eafl~
Indies, through the Perfian gulph, which is formed by
the coafts of Arabia Felix on the right, by thofe of
Perfia on the left, and, according to common account,
is feventy leagues at the broadeft place. The ealtern
fea, as well as that of the Indies, is very fpacious, It
is bounded on one fide by the coafts of Abyflinia, and
is 4500 leagues in length to the ifles of Vakyak*. At
firft, I was troubled with the

fea-fickne(s, but fpeedily re-
covered my health, and was not
afterwards troubled with that
difeafe, 3

In our voyage we touched at
feveral iflands, where we fold
or exchanged our goods. One
day, whilit ander {ail, we were
becalmed near a little ifland,
even almoft with the furface
of the water, which refembled
a green meadows The captain

’

* Thefe iflands ac-
cording to the drabi«
ans, are beyond China 3
and are o called from
a tree awhich bears
a fruit of that name.
They  are,  avithout
doubt, the ifles of Fa-
pan; but they are not
bowewer, fo far from
Abyffinia,

ordered his fails to be furled, and fuffered fuch perfons
as had a mind, to land upon the ifland, amongft whom

I was one.

But while we were diverting ourfelves with, eating

and drinking, and refrefhing ourfelvesfrom the fatigue

.
3

of
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of the fea, the ifland trembled all of a fudden, and
{hook us terribly.

Here Scheherazade flopped, beeaule day appeared,
but refumed her difcour(e next morning as follows :

The Seventy-first Night.

IR, Sindbad purfued his ftory thus: They perceived
the trembling of the ifland on board the{hip, and
called us to re-embark fpeedily, or we fhould all be
loft ; for what we took for an ifland, was only the back
of a whale. ~ The nimbleft got into the floop, others
betook themfelves to fwimming; but for my part, I
was ftill upon the back of the whale when he dived
into the fea, and had time only tocatch hold of a piece
of wood that we had brought out of the fhip to make a
fire. Mean while, the captain, having received thofe
on board who were in the floop, and taken up fome of
thofe that fivam, refolved to improve the favourable gale
that was juft rifen, and hoifting his fails, purfued his
voyage; fo thatit was impoflible to recover the fhip.
Thus was I expofed to the mercy of the waves, and
fraggled for my life all the reft of the day and the fol-
lowing night. Next morning I found my {irength gone,
and defpaired of faving my life, when awave threw me
happily againft an iflend, The bank was highand rag-
ged, fothat I could fcarcely have got up, had it not
been for fome roots of trees, which fortune feemed to
have preferved in this place for my fafety. Being got up,
1 lay down upon the ground half dead, until fuch time
as the fun appeared. Then, though 1 was. very feeble,
both by reafon of my hard labour and want of victuals,
1 crept along to fee for fome herbs fit to eat, and had
not only the good luck to find fome, but likewile a
fpring of excellent water, which contributed much to
recover me. After this I advanced farther into the
ifland, and came at la(t into a fine plain, where I per-
ceived ahorfe feeding at a great diftance. I went to-
wards him between hope and fear, not knowing whether
I was going to lofe my life, or fave it. = When I came
near, 1 perceived it to be a very fine mare, ticd to a
flake. Whilft I looked uponher, I heard the voice of 2
man from under ground, who immediately appeared. to
« me,
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me, and afked whol was ¥ I gave him an account of
my adventure, after which, taking me by the hand, he
led me into acave, where there were feveral other peo-
Ple, no lefs amazed to fee me than I was to fee them,

I eat fome victuals which they offered me, and then,
having afked them what they did in {uch a defert place ?
They anfwered, that they were grooms, belonging to
king Mihrage, f{overeign of the iflandy and that every
year, at the fame feafon, they brought thither the king’s
mares, and faftencd them as'I faw that mare, until they
were covered by a horfe that came out of the fea, who,
after he had doue fo, endeavoured to deftroy the mares ;
but they hindered himby their noife, and obliged him
to return to the fea; after which, they carried home .
the mares, whofe foals were kept for the king’s ufe,
and called fea-horfes. They added, that they were to
get home to-morrow, and had I been one day later, I
mult have perifhed, becaufe the inhabited part of the
ifland was at a great diftance, and it would have
been impoffible for me to have got thither without a

vide.
: Whilft they entertained me thus, the horfe came out
of the fea, asthey had told me, covered the mare, and
afterwards would have devoured her; butupon a great
noife made by the grooms, he left her, and went back
to the fea. :

Next morning they returned with their mares to the
capital of the ifland, took me with them, and prefented
me to king Mihrage, IHe afked me who I was ? By
what adgenture I came into his dominions ? And, after
I had fatisfied him, he told me he was much concerned
for my misfortune, and at the fame time ordered that
I fhould want nothing which his officers were fo gene-
rous and careful as to fee exalily fulfilled.

Being 2 merchant, Ifrequented men of my own pro-
feflion, and particularly enquired for thofe who were
ftrangers, if perhaps I might hear any news from Bag-
dad, or find an opportunity to return thither. For kin
Mihrage’s capital is fituated on the bank of the fea,
and has a fine harbour, where fhips arrive daily from
the different quarters of the world. I frequented allo
the fociety of she learned Indians, and took delight to

hear
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hear them difcourfe ; but withal, I took care to make
my court regularly to the king. and converfed with the
governors and petty kings; his tributaries, that were

about him.

They afked me a thowiand queftions about

.my country ; and [ being willing to inform myfelf as
to their laws and cuftoms, afked them every thing which
I thought worth knowing.

There belongs tothis king an ifland named Caffel ;
they aflured me, that every night a noife of drums was
heard there, whence the mariners fancied, that it was

* Degial to the Ma-
‘Bometans is the fame
avith Autichriff 1o us.
According to them be is
to appear about the end
of the world, and will
congquer all the earth,
except Mecea, Medina,

Tarfus, and Ferufalem,

that are to be préferved
by angels, which be
Jfhall fee round thens.

the refidence of Degial®. 1 had
a great mind to fee this wonder-
ful place, and in my way thither
{aw fiflhes of 100 and 200 cubits
long, that occafion more fear
than hurt ; for they are {o fear-
ful, that they will fly upon the
rattling of two fticks or boards.
I faw likewife other fithes abent
a cubit in length, that had
heads like owls.

As Twas one day at the port
after my return, a fhip arrived,

and as foon as fhe cait anchor,
they began to unload her, and the merchants on board
ordered their goods to be carried into the magazine. As
I caft my eye uponfome bales, and looked to the name,.
I found my own, and perceived the bales to be the fame
that I had embarked at Balfora. I alfo knew the cap-
tain; but being perfuaded that he believed :me to be
drowned, I went, and atked him whofe bales thefe were?
“He replied, that they belonged to a merchant of Bagdad,
called Sindbad, who came to fea with him ; but one day,
being near an ifland, as we thought, he went afhore,
“with feveral other paflengers, upon this fuppofed ifland,
which was only a monitrous whale, that lay afleep
upon the furface of the water : Butas foon as he felt the
heat of the fire they had kindled on his back, to drefs.
fome victuals, he began to move, and dived under wa-
ter ; moit of the perfons who were upon him perithed,
and among them unfortunate Sindbad. Thole bales

" belonged to him, and Lam refolved o trade with them"l
" unfy
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until I meet with fome of his family, to whom. I may

return the profit. Captain, faysI, I am that Sindbad
whom you thought to be dead, and thofe bales are mine.

Here Scheherazade ftopt till next morning, and went on,
as follows:

The Seventy-fecond Night.

O Indbad purfuing the flory, fays to the company,
S When the captain heard me fpeak thus, O heaven'!
fays he, who can we ever truft now-a-days? There is
no faith left among men. I faw Sindbad perifh with my
own eyes, and the paflengers on board faw it as well as
-1, and yet you tell meyou are that Sindbad: What im=
pudence is this? to look on you, one would take you
to be a man of probity, and yet you tell a horrible
falfhood, in order to poflefs yourfelf of what does not
belong to you. Have patience, captain, replied I, do
me the favour to hear what I have to fay, Very well,
fays he, fpeak, I am ready to hear you. Then I
told him how I efcaped, and by what adventure I met
with the grooms of king Mihrage, who brought me to
his court.

He began to-abate of his confidence upon my dif~
cour{e, and was foon perfuaded that I was no cheat:
For there came people from his fhip, who knew me,
made me great compliments, and teftified a great deal
of joy to fee me alive. At laft, he knew me himfelf,
and embracing me, Heaven be praifed, fays he, for your
happy efcape, I can’t enough exprels my joy for it ;
there’s your goods, take and do with them what you
will. I thanked him, acknowledged his probity, and
in requital, offered him part of my goods as a prefent,
which he generoully refufed.

1 took out what was moft valuable in my bales, and
prefented it to king Mihrage, who, knowing my mif-
fortune, aflked me how I came by fuch rarities ; I ac-
quainted him with the whole ftory. He was mightily
pleafed at my good luck, accepted my prefent, and
gave me one much more confiderable in return. Upon
this, 1 took leave of him, and went aboard the fame fhip,
after 1 had exchanged my'goods for the commodities
of that country. I carried with me wood of aloes,

{anders,
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fanders, camphire, nutmegs, eloves, pepper, and gin-
ger.  We palfed by feveral iflands, and at laft arrived
at Balfora, from whence I came to this city, with the

_ value of 100,000 fequins?®,

*The Turkifb fe- My family and [ received one
quinis about gs. fler~  another with .all the tranfports
ling. that can happen from true and

fincere friendthip. I bought
flaves of both fexes, fine lands, and built me a great
houfe. And thus I fettled myfelf, refolving to forget
the miferies I had fuffered, and to enjoy the pleafures
of life.

Sindbad flopped here, and ordered the muficians to go
on with their concerts, whichhis ftory had interrupred.
The company continued to eat and drink wll the
evening, that it was time to retire, when Sindbad fent
for a purfe of 100 fequins, aud giving it to the
porter, fays, Take this, Hindbad, return to your home,
and come back to-morrow to hear fome more of my
adventures. 'The porter went home aftonifhed at the
horour done him, and the prefent made him. The
relation of it was very agreeable to his wife and chil-
dren, who did not fail to return thanks to God for what

‘providence had fent him by the hand of Sindbad.

Hindbad put on his belt clothes next day, and return-

ed to the bountiful traveller, who received him' with a
pleafant air, and careffed him mightily. When all the
guells were come, dinner was fet upon the table, and
« continued along time. When it was ended, Sindbad,
addrefling himfelfto the company, fays, Gentlemen, be
pleafed to give me audience, and liften to the adventures
of my fecond voyage ; they better deferve your attention
than the firft. Upon which every one held his peace,
and Sindbad went on thus :

The fecond Voyage of Sindbad, the Sailor.

Defigned, after my firlt voyage, to fpend the reft of
I my days at Bagdad; as I had the honour to tell you
yelterday ; but it was not long ere I grew weary of a
guiet life, My inclination to trade revived. I bought

oods proper for the commerce 1 defigned, and put to
€3 a l'Ecumjl time with merchants of known probi?rr.
. e
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We embarked on board a good thip, and after recom-

mending ourfelvesto God,' fet fail: We traded from

ifland to ifland, and exchanged commodities with great

profit. One day we landed in anifle covered with fe-

veral forts of fruit-trees, but fo defert, that we could

neither fee man nor beaft upon it.  We went to take a

little frefh air in the meadows, and. along the {treams

that watered them. Whilit fome diverted themfelves

with gathering flowers, and others with gatheriag fraits,
I took my wine and provifions, and fat down by 2 fiream

betwixt two great trees, which formed a curious fhade.

I made a very good meal, and afterwards fell afleep.

I can’t tell how long I flept, but when I awaked, the
fhip was gone. Here Scheherazade broke off, becaufe

d‘ay appeared, but next night continued the ftory
thus: 5

The Scventy-third Night.

IWas very much furprized, fays Sirdbad, to find the
fhip gone. I got up and looked about every where,
and could not fee one of the merchants who landed with
me. At laft I perceived the fhip under fail, but at fuch
a diftance, thatIloft fight of herin a very little time.

. Ileave you to guefs at my melancholy refle®ions in
this fad condition : I was like to die of grief: I cried out
fadly ; I beat my head and breaft, and threw myfelf down
upon the ground, where I lay fome time in a terrible
agony, one afflicting thought being fucceeded by ano-
ther fill more aflicting, I upbraided myfelf an handred
times, for not being content with the produ@t of my
firlt voyage, that might very well have ferved me all
my life. But all this was in vain, and my repentance
out of feafon,

At laft I refigned myfelf to the will of God ; and not
knowing what todo, [ climbed up to the top of a great
tree, from when_ce I looked about on all fides, to %ee- if
there wasany thing that could give me hopes.. When
I looked towards the fea, I could fee nothing but fky
and water ; but looking towards the land, Ifaw fome-
- thing white ; and coming down from the tree, I took up

what provifion I had lef, and went towards it, the
; diftance

=
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diftance being fo great, that I could not diftinguifh
what it was. Az

When I came nearer, I theught it to be a white bowl,
of a prodigious height and bignefs; and when I came
up to it, 1 touched it, and found it to be very fmooth.
I went round to fee if it was open on any fide, but faw
it was not, and that there was no climbling up to the
top of it, it was fo fmooth. It was at leat jo paces
round.

By this time the fun was ready to fet, and all of -2
{odden the fky became as dark as if it had been covered
with a thick cloud. I was much altonithed at this fud-

.den darknefs, but much more when I foundit occafion-
ied by a bird of a monftrous fize, that came flying to-
ward me. I remembered a fowl, called roc, that I had
often heard mariners fpeak of, and conceived that the
great bowl, which I fo much admired, muft need be its
egg. Infhort, the bird lighted, and fet over the egg to
hatch it. As Iperceived her coming, I crept clofe to the
-egg,fo that I had before me one of the legs of the bird,
_that was as big as the trunk of a tree; [ tied myfelf
ftrongly to it with the cloth that went round my turban,
1;1 hopes that when the * roc
& i . 5. flew away next morning, fhe
MurkDasl, in b g car{:y me with hergout of
travels, and father ;: 4
Blahinsn ittt aF this defert ifland. And after
NG ek of Ybis having pafled the night in this
Bivid, ;m{ Ly el condition, the bird a&tually

flew away next morning, as
take up an elephant, . S
/ n asit was day, and carr

and a rhinoceros. foa Y ied

me fohigh, that 1 could not fee
the earth; fhe afterwards de-
fcended all of a fudden with fo much rapidity that I loft
my fenfes. But when the roc was fat, and that I found
mylelf upon the ground, I fpeedily untied the knot, and
had fcarce done, when the bird having taken upaferpent
of a mon@ouslength in her bill, flew ftraight away.
The place where itleft-me was a very deep valley,.
encompafled on all fides with mountains fo high, that
they feemed to reach above the clouds, and fo full of
fteep rocks, that there was no pofiibility to get out of
the valley. This was anew perplexity upon me :h gr;

£r 7-
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that when I compared this place with the defert ifland
the roc brought me from, 1 found that I had gained no-
thing by the change. :

As Iwalked through this valley, I perceived it was
frewed with diamonds, fome of which- were of a furs
prizing bignefs. I took a great deal of pleafure to look
upon them ; but {peedily Ifawatadiftance fuch objeéls as
very ‘much. diminithed my fatisfaétion, and which I
could not look upon without terror; that was a great
number of ferpents, fo big, and folong, that the leaft of
them was capable of fwallowing an elephant. They re-
tired in the day-time to their dens; where they hid them-
felves from the roc, their enemy, and did not come out
but in the night-time. \

I fpent the day in walking about the valley, refting
myfelf at times in fuch places as I thought moft com=
modious. . When night came on, I went into a cave,
where [ thought I might be in fafety; I flopped the
mouth of it, which was low and ftrait, with a gfeat
flone, to preferve me from the ferpents ; but not {o ex--
attly fitted as to hinder light from coming in. I fup-
ped on part of my provifions, but the ferpents, which
began to appear, hifling about in the mean time,
put me into fuch extreme fear, that you may eafily
imagine I did not fleep. When day appeared, the fer-
pents retired, and I came out of the cave trembling 3
I can juftly fay, that I walked a long time upon dia=
monds, without having a mind to touch any of them.
At laft I fat down, and notwithftanding my uneafinefs,
not having fhut my eyes during the night, Ifell afleep,
after having eat a little more of my provifion. But I
had {carce fhut my eyes, when fomething, that fell by
me with great noile, wakened me, and that was a
great Ficce of frelh meat; and at the fame timeI faw
{everal others fall down from the rocks in different
places. -

* I always looked upon it to be a fable, wien I heard -
mariners and others difcourfe of the valley of diamonds,
and of the firatagems made ufe of by fome merchants
to get jewels from thence ; but then I found it to be
true. For, in reality, thofe merchants come to the
neighbourhood of this valley, when the eagles have

youag
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_Young ones, and throwing great joints of meat into the
valley, the diamonds, upon whofe points they fall ftick
to.them ; the eagles, which are ftronger in this country
than any where elfe, fall down with great force upon
:2‘2{8 pieces of meat, and carry them to their nefts upon

top of“the rocks, to feed their young ea&le_s with ;.
at which time the merchants, running to their nefts,
" frighten the eagles by their noife, and take away the
diamonds that itick to the meat.  And this ftratagem
they make ufe of to get the diamonds cut of the valley,
which is furrounded with fuch precipices that nobody
can enter it. :

I believed ever till then, that it was not poflible for
me to get out of thisabyfs, which I looked upon as my
grave ; but thenl changed my mind ; for the falling in
of thofe pieces of meat, put me in hopes of a way of
' faving my life, Here day began to appear, which
obliged Scheherazade to break off; but fhe went on with
it next night as follows :

The Sewenty-fourth Night,

IR, fays fhe to the Sultan, Sindbad continued the

flory of the adventure of his fecond voyage thus :
I began to gather together the greateft diamonds that I
could fee, and put them into the leather bag where I
ufed to carry my provifions. I afterwards took the lar-
gelt piece of meat I could find, tied it clofe round me
with the cloth of my turban, and then laid myfelf upon
the ground with my face downward, the bag of dia-
monds being tied faft to my girdle, that it could not
poflibly drop off.

I had fcarce laid me down till the eagles came, each
of them {feized a piece of meat, andone of the firongeft
having taken meup, with a piece of meat on my back,
carried me to his neft on the top of the mountain. “The
merchants fell firaightway a fhouting to frighten the .
eagles ; anfl when they had obliged them to quit their
prey, one of them-came to the nelt where 1 was: He
was very much afraid when he faw me ; but recover-
ing himfelf, inftead of enguiring how 1 came +thither,
he began to quarrel with me, and afked, why I flole
his goods? You will trcat me, replied I, with _l?orc

civility,
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civility, when you know me better. Don't trouble
yourfelf, I have diamonds enough for you and me too,
more than all the other merchants together. If they
have any, it is by chance; but I chofe myfelf in the
bottom of the valley, all thofe which you fee in this
bag; and having fpoke thofe words, I fhewed them
him. I had fcarce done fpeaking, when the other
merchants came trooping about us, very much afto-
nifhed to {ee me, but they were much more furprized
when I told them my ftory: Yet they did not fo much
admire my ftratagem to fave myfelf, as my courage to
attempt it.

They carried me to the place where they flaid all
together, and there having epened my bag, they were
furprized at the largenefs of my diamonds, and con-
fefled, that in all the courts where they had been, they
never faw any that came ncar them. I prayed the
merchant, to whom the neft belonged whither I was
carried, for every merchant had his own, to take as
many for his fhare as he pleafed : He contented himfelf
with one, and that too the leaft of them: and when I
prefled him to take more, without fear of doing me any
injury, No, fayshe, I am very well {atisfied with this,
which is valuable enough to fave me the trouble of
making any more voyages, to raife as great a fortune
as I defire- .

I {pent the night with thofe merchants, to whom I
told my ftory a fecond time, for the fatisfattion of
thofe who had not heard it. [ could not moderate my
Jjoy, when I found myfelf delivered from the danger 4
have mentioned : I thought myfelf to be in a dream, and
could fearce believe mylfelf to be out of danger.

The merchants had thrown their pieces of meat into
the valley for feveral days. And cach of them beink
fatisfied with the diamonds that had fallen to his lot,
we left the place next morning all together, and tra-
velled near high modntains, where there were ferpents
of a prodigious length, which we had the good fortune
to efcape. We took the firft port we came at, and
came to the ifle of Roha, where the trees grow that
yield camphire. This tree is folarge, and its brapches
40 thick, that 100 men may eafily fit under its fhade,

The
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The juice, of which the camphire is made, runs out
from a hole bored in the upper part of the tree, is re-
ceived in a veflel, where it grows to a confiftency, and
becomes what we call camphire ; and the juice thus
drawn out, the tree withers and dies.

There is in this ifland the rhinoceros, acreature lefs
than the elephant, but ‘greater than the buffalo ; they
have a horn upon their hofe, abouta cubit long ; this
horn isfolid, and cleftin the middle from one end to
the other, and there is upon it white draughts, repre-
fenting the figure of aman. The rhinoceros fights with
the elephant, runs his horn into his belly, and carries
him off upon his head ; but the blood and the fat of the
elephant running into his eyes, and making him blind,
he falls to the ground; and, that which is aftonifhing,
the roc comes and- carries them both away in her claws,
to be meat for her young ones,

I pafs over many other things peculiar to this ifland,
left I fhould be troublefome to you. Here I exchanged
fome of my diamonds for good merchandize. From
thence we went to otherifles, and atlait, having touched
at feveral trading towns of the firm land, we landed at
Balfora, from whence I went to Bagdad. There I
immediately gave great alms to the poor, and lived
honourably upon the vaft riches I had brought, and
gained with{o much fatigue. Thus Sindbad ended the
ftory of the fecond voyage, gave Hindbad another 100
fequins, and invited him to come next day to hear the
ftory of the third. Therelt of the guells returned to
their homes, and came again the next day at the fame
hour, and to be {ure the porter did not fail, having by
this time almoft forget his former poverty. When
dinner was over, Sindbad demanded attention, and
gave them an account of his third voyage, as follows :

Sindbad the Sailor’s third Foyage.

HE pleafures of the life which I then led, foon

made me forget the rifks 1 had run in my two.
former voyages ; but being then in the flowerof my
age, I grew weary of living without bufinefs, and har-
dening myfelf againft the thought of any danger I
might incur, I went from Bagdad with the richeft com.
' moditics
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modities of the country, to Balfora. There I embarl-
ed again with the merchants, We made a long na-
vigation, and touched at feveral ports, where we drove
a confiderable commerce, * One day being out in the
main ocean, we were attacked by a hotrible tempeft,
which made us lofe our courfe. The tempeft continued
feveral days, and brought us before the port of an
ifland, wherethe captain was very unwilling to enter ;
but we were obliged to caft anchor there. When we
had furl’d our fails, the captain told us, that this, and
fome other neighbouringiflands, were inhabited by hairy
favages, who would {peedily attack us ; and, tho’ they
were but dwarfs, yetour misfortune was fuch, that we
muft make no refiltance, for they were more in number
than the locufts; and if we happened to kill one of
them, they would all fall upon us and deftroy us.—
Here day beginning to appear, Scheherazade broke off
her ftory, and continued. it next night, as follows :

The St'vmrj-ﬁﬁb Night.

THIS difcourfe of the captain, fays Sindbad, put
the whole company into a great confternation, and.
we found very foon to our.coft, that what we had told
us was but too true; an innumerable multitude of
- frightful favages, covered all over with red hair, and
about two fect high, came fwimming towards uvs, and
encompafled our fhip in a little time.  They fpoke to
us as they came near, but we underftood not their lan-
guage ; they climbed up the fides of the fhip with. fo
much agility a3 furprized us.  We beheld all this with
a mortal fear, without daring to offer at defending ons-
felves, or to fpeak ene word to divert them from their
mifchievous defign.’ In fhiort, they took down our {ails,
cut the cable, and hauling to the fhore, made uvs all get
out; and afterwards carried the fhip into another ifland,!
from whence they came, All traveliers carefully avoid-
ed that ifland where they left vs, it being very danges
rous to flay there, for a reafon you fhall hear anon,
but we were forced to bear our afili®tion with patiences
We went forward into the ifland, wheré we found
fome fruits and herbs to prolong our lives as long as we
could ; but we expefied nothing but death. As we
. You. L L west
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went on, we perceived at a diftance a great pile of:
building, and made towards ir. We found it to be 2
palace, well built, and very high, with a gate of ebony
of two leaves, which we thruft open. We entered the.
court, where we faw before usa vaft apartment, with
a porch, having on one fide a heap of mens bones, and
on the other a vaft number of roafting {pits. We trem-
bled at this fpeftacle, and being weary with travelling,
our legs failing under us, we fell to the ground, being
feized with a mortal fear, and lay a long time im-
moveable, :

‘The fun was fet, and whilft we were in this lamen-
table condition juft now .mentioned, the gate “of the
apartment opened witha great noife, and there came
out the horrible figure of a black man, as high as a tall
palm-tree. He had but one eye, and that in the mid-
dle of his forehead, where it Jooked asred as a burning
coal. - His fore-teeth were very long and fharp, and
came without his mouth, which was as deep as that of
a horfe. His upper lip hung down upon his breaft.
His ears refembied thofe of an elephant, and covered
his fhoulders; and his nails were as long and crooked
as the talons of the greateft birds. . At the fight' of fo
frightfol a giant, we loft all fenfe, and lay like men
dead. :

At Jaft we came to ourfelves, and faw him fitting in
the porch looking at us; when he had confidered us
well, he advanced towards us, and laying his hand upon
me, he took me up by the nape of my neck, and
turned e round as a butcher would do a theep’s head ;

fter having viewed me well, and perceiving me to be

olean that I had nothing but fkin and bone, he let me

go. He took up all the reft one by one, viewed them
in the fame manner, and the captain being the fatteft,
he held him with one hand, as I would do a {parrow,
and, thrufting a {pit through him, kindled a great fire,
roafted, and eat him in his apartment for his fupper;
which being done, he returned to his porch, where he
lay and fell-aflleep, fnoaring louder than-thunder: He
flept thus till morning; for our parts, it was not pofli-

ble for us to enjoy any reft, {o that we pafied the night
in the moft cruel fear that can beimagined. Day being
come,
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come, the giant awaked, got up, weat out, and left
us in the palace. ' : - s ke
. When we thought him at-a diftance, then we broke
the melancholy filence: we had kept all night, and
every ome grieving more than another, we made the
palace to refound with our complaints and groans.
"Fhougli there were a great many of vs, and that we had
but one enemy, we had not at firlt the prefence of mind-
to think of delivering ourfelves from him by his deaths
This enterprize however, tho’ hard to put in execution,
was the only defign we ought naturally to have formed.

* We thought upon feveral other things, but determined
nothing ; {o that fubmitting to what it fhould pleafe
God to orderconcerning us, we fpent the day in run-
ning aboutthe ifland, for fruitand herbs to {uftain our
lives. When evening came, we fought'for a place to
lie in, but found none ; fothat we were forced, whe-
ther we would or not, to return tothe palace.

The giant failed not to.come back, and fupped once
more upon one of our companions, after which he {lept,
and fnoared till day, and-then went out and left us as
formerly. Our condition was fo very terrible, that fe=-
veral of my comrades defigned to throwthemfelves into
the fea, rather  than die {o ftrange a death ; and thofe
who were of this mind, argued with the reft to follow
their example. Upon which one of the company an=
fwered, That we were forbid to deflroy ourlelves : but
allowing it to 'be lawful, it was more reafonable to
think of a way to rid ourfelves of the barbarous tyrant,
who defigned fo cruel a death for us. .

Having thought of a projeé@ for that end, I com=
manicated the {ame to my comrades, who approved it.
Brethren, faid I, youknow there’s a great deal of tim-
ber floating upon the coaft: ifyou’ll be advifed by me;
let us make feveral floats of it that may carry us, and
when they are done, leave them there till we think fitto
make ufe of them: In themean time, we will execute’
the defign to deliver ourfelves from the giant, andifit
fucceed, we may ftay here with patience till fome fhip
pafs by, that may carry us out of this fatal ifland ; but

.if it happen to mifcarry, we will (peedily get to our
floats, and put tofea. I confefs, that by expefing our-
Lz felves
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felves to the fury of the waves, we run a rifk of lofing
our lives ; but if we do, is itnot better to be buried in
ithe fea, than in the entrails of this monfter, who has
already devoured.two of us # My advice was relifhed,
and we made floatscapable of carrying <hree perions
each.

We returned to.the palace towards ‘the evening, and
the giant arrived a little while after. 'We were forced
to conclude.on feeing another of our comrades roafted.
But atlaft revenged ourfelves on the brutifh giant thus:
After he had made an end of his curfed fupper, he lay
down on his back, and fell afleep. As foon as we
- heard him fnore*, accerding to

‘# It awould feem the his cuftom, nine of the boldeft
Arabian auathor bhas  among us, and myfelf, took
taken this flory from eachof us a {pit,"and putting
Homer's Qdyffey. the points of them into the fire

till they were burning hot, we
throft them into his eye all at once, and blinded him.
The pain occafioned him to muke a frightful cry, and
‘to get up, and firetch out his hands, iniorder to {acrifice
fome of us to his rage ; but we ran to fuch places as he
could not find us, and after having fought for us in
vain, he groped for.the gate, and went out, howling
dreadfully.—Scheherazade flopped here, but next night
refumed her ftory thuos:

The Sewenty fixth Night.

WE went out ofthe palace after the giant, con-
tinues Sindbad, and came to the (hore, where
‘we had left our floats, and put them immediately inio
the fea. We waited till day, in order to get upon them,
in cafe the giant came towards us with any guide of his
own fpecies ; but we hoped if he did not appear by
{fun-rifing, and gave over his howling, which we #ilil
heard, thathe would die ; andif that happened to be
the cafe, we refolved to ftay in that ifland, and not to
rifk our lives upon the floats ; but day had fcarce ap-
peared, when we perceived our cruel enemy, accompa-
nied with two others almoft of the fame fize, leading
him ; and a great number more coming before him
with-a very quick pace,

When
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. When we faw this, we made no delay, but:gotimme-
" diately upon our floats, and. rowed off-fron the fhore.
The giants, who perceived this, took up great ftones,
and running to the (hore, entered the water up to the
middle, and threw fo exaltly,. that they funk all the
floats but that I was-upon, and all my.companions, ex--
cept the two with-me, were drowned.. We rowed with
all our might, and got out of the reach of the giants.
Bt when we got out 10 fea, we were expofed to the
mercy of the waves and winds;. and toffed about fome~
times on one fide, and fometimes on another, and fpent
that night and the following day undera cruel uncer-
tainty, as to our fate; but next morning we had the.
good luck to be thrown upon an illand, where we land
ed with much joy. We found excellent fruit there,
that gave us great relief, fo that we pretty well reco-
vered our ftrength. r

In the evening we fell afleep on the bank of the fea,.
but were awaked by the noife of a ferpent, as long as
a.palm-tree, whofe feales made a. ruftling as he crept
along. He {wallowed up one of my comrades, not-
withftanding his loud cries, and the efforts he made to
rid himfelf from the ferpent; which, fhaking him fe-
veral times againft the ground, crufhed him, and we
cowid hear him gnaw and tear the poor wretch’s bones,
when we had fled a great diftance from him. Next
day we faw the ferpent again, to our great terror, when
Leryed out, O heaven, to whatdangers are we expofed!
We rejoiced yefterday at our having efcaped from the
cruelty of a giant, and the rage of the waves, and
now are we fallen into another danger altogether as
terrible. ;

As we walked about, we faw a large tall tree, upon
which we defigned to pafs the following night, for our
{ecurity ; and having fatisfied oar hunger with frait, we
mounted itaccordingly. A little while after, the ferw
pent came hifling to the root of the tree, raifed itfelf
ap againft the trunk of it, and meeting with my come
rade, who fat lower than I, fivallowed him at once,
and went off.

I ftaid upon the tree till it was day, and then came
down, more like a dead man, than one alive, expet.

Ls n&i
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. ing'the fame fate with mytwo companions. This
filled me with horror, fo that I was going to throw' my-
{elf into the fea; but nature prompting us to a defire
to live as long as we can, I withftood this temptation
to defpair, and fubmitted myfelf to the will of God,
who difpofes of our lives at his pleafure,

In the mean time I gathered together agreat quantity
of fmall wood, brambles, and dry thorns, and’ making
them up into faggots, made a great circle with them
round the tree, and alfo tied fome of them to the
branches over my head, "Having done thas, when the
evening came, I fthut myfelfu within this circle, with
this melancholy piece of fatisfaction, that 1 had neg-
le@ed nothing which could preferve me from the cruel
defliny with which Iwas threatened. The ferpent failed
not to come at the ufual hour, and went round the tree,
feeking for an opportunity to devonr me, but was pre-'
vented by the rampart I had made ; fo that he fat till day,
like a cat watching in vain for a moufe that hasretired,
to a place of fafety. When duy appeared, he retired
but I dared notto leave my fort until the fun arofe.

- I was fatigued with the toil he had pat me to, and

Auffered fo much by his poifonous breath, that death

feeming more eligible to me, than the horror of fuch

a condition, Icame down from the tree, and, not think-

ing on the refignation 1 had made to the will of God the”
preceeding day, I ran towards the fea, with a defign to

throw mylelf into it headlong.—Here Scheherazade

fopt, ‘becaafe day appeared, and next night continued

her flory thus: h

The Szfm'm‘)’-fe__—ﬁ!ﬁfﬁ Night.

andbad parfued the account of his third vpyage thus :
God, fays he, took compaflion on my defperare
ftate ; for juft as 1 was going 1o throw mylelf into the
fea, 1 perceived a fhip at a confiderable diftance. I
called as loud as I could, and taking the linen from
my turban, difplayed it; that they might oblerve me.
This had the defired effeét, all the crew perceived me,
and the captain fent me his boat. As {oon as 1 came
aboard, the merchants and feamen flocked about me, t0
know how I came into that defert ifland; and .aftc;" g
i d

-
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had told them all that befel me, the oldef among them
faid to me, They had feveral times heard of the giants .
that dwelt in that ifland, that they were cannibals and
eat men raw as well as roufted ; ‘and as to the ferpents;, -
they added, that there were abundance in 'the.iﬂe, that
hid themfelves by day, and came abroad by night, "Af
ter having teftified their joy at my efcaping fo many
dangers, they brought me the beft'of what'they had fo
eat 5 and the captain, feeing that' I was all“in rags,
was fo generous as to give me one of his owh Tuis;
We were at fea for fome time, toiched at feveral iﬂ'ahds( :
and at laft landed at that of Salabat, where there grows
. danders, a wood of great ufe in phyfick. ‘We entered
the port, and -came to an' anchor® The merchants
began to unload their goods, in order to fell'or exchange
them. In the mean time, the captain came to mé,
and {aid, Brother, I have here a parcel of goods that
belonged to a merchant, who failed fome time on
board this thip, and he being dead, I defign to difpofe
of them for the benefit of his heirs, when I know
them. The bales he fpoke of lay on the deck, and
- fhewing them to me, he fays, There are the goods}
T'hope you will take care to feil them, and you' fhall
have factorage. I thanked him that he gave me an
opportunity to employ mylelf, becaufe 1 hated to be
idle. j
The clerk of the fhip took an acctunt of all the bales,
With the names of the merchants to whom they belong:
ed. And when he afked the captain in whofe name he
fhoald enter thofe he gave him tHe charge of; ‘Enter
them, ‘fays the captain, in the’ name of Sindbad the
failor. 1 could not hear myfelf named without fome
emotion, and looking ftedfaftly on the captain, T krew
him to be the perfon, who, in my fecond voyage,
had left me in the ifland where T fell afleep by a brook,
and fet {ail wichout me, or fending to fee for meg
But I could not remember him ac fislt, he was fo mbch
altered fince 1 faw him. y avale
And as for him, who believed me to be dead, I
could not wonder at his notknowing me, But, captain,
fays [, was the merchant’s name, to whom thofe bales
belonged, Sindbad? Yes, replies he, that washis names
' : L4 he
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he came from Bagdad, and embarked on board my
thip at Balfora. One day, whenwe landed at anifland
to take in water and other refrefhments, I know not by
what mifiake, I fet {ail without obferving that he did
not reimbark with us; neither I nor the merchants
pergeived it till four hours after. We had the wind in
our flern, and fo frefh a gale, that it was not then pof-
“fible for us to tack about for him. You believe him
then to be dead, fays 1? Certainly, anfwers.he. No,
captain, fays I, look upon me, and you may know
that I am Sindbad, whom you left in that defert ifland,
1 fell afleep by a brook, and when I awaked, I found
all the company gone. At thefe words the captaia
looked ftedfaftly upon me. Here Scheherazade per-
f:eiiing day, bioke off her ftory, and next day refumed
it thus :
The Scwenty-eighthr Night.

THE captain, continued Sindbad, having eonfider«
ed me attentively, knew me at lafl, embraced
‘ me, and faid, God be praifed that fortune has {upplied
my defe@®. There are your goods, which I always took
care to preferve, and to make the beft of them ars
every port where I touched, I reftore them to you
with the profit I have made of them. I took them
from him, and at the fame time acknowledged how
much [owed to him.
From the ifle of Salabat, we went to another, where
I furnithed myfelf with cloves, cinnamon, and other
fpices., As we {ailed from that ifland, we faw a tor-
toife that was twenty cobits in length and breadth.
We obferved alfo a fith, which looked like a cow, and
gave milk, and its fkin is fo hard, that they ufuaily
make bucklers of it. I faw anather. which had the
fhape and colour of a camel. In fhort, after a long
yoyage, I arrived at Balfora, and from thence returned
fo this city of Bagdad, with {o much riches, that I
knew not what 1 had, ' I'gave a great deal to the poor,
and bought another great eftate to what I had already.
Thus Sindbad finithed the hiftory of his third voyage ;
gave another 100 fiquins to Hindbad, invited him to
dinner again next day, and to hear the ftory ?f l:uls
ourch
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fourth voyage. Hindbad and the company retired ;.
and next day, when they returned, Sindbad after din-.
ner continaed the ftory of his adventures, Sl

The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad, the Sailor.

: "‘l “H E pleafures, fays he, and the divertifements I
took after my third voyage, had not charms
enough to divert me from another. Iwas again pre-
vailed upon by my paffion for trafiic, and curiofity 'to
fee new things. I therefore put my affairs in order,
and having provided a ftock of goods fit for the places
where I defigned to trade, [ fet outon my journey. I
took the way of Perfia, of which T travelled feveral
provinces, and then arrived at a port, wherel embarked.
Wefet fail, and having touched atfeveral ports of Terra
Firma, and fome of the ealtern iflands, we put out fo
fea, and were feized by fuch a fudden guft of wind, as
obliged the caprain tofurl his fails, and to take all other
neceflaryprecautions to prevent thedanger that threatned
us. But all wasin ‘vain, our endeavours took no effe,
the fails were torn in a thoufand pieces, and the fhip
was ftranded, fo that a great many of the merchants

and feamen were drowned, and the cargo loft. X
Scheheraza e perceiving day, held her peace; but

- refumed her ftory next night, as follows :

The Sewenty-ninth Nighs,
I HAD the good fnrtuhe, continues Sindbad, with

feveral® of the merchants and mariners, to get a
plank, and we were carried by the current to an ifland
which lay befere us. 'There we found fruit and foun-
tain water, which preferved our lives. We faid all
night near the place 'where the fea caft us athore, with=
out confulting what we fhould do, our misfortune Mad
difpirited us fo much. . ¢ -

Next morning, as foon as the fun wasup, we walked
from_the fhore, and, advancing into the ifland, faw
fome houfes, to which we went; and as {foon as we
came thither, we were encompafled by a great number
of blacks, who feized vs, fhared us among them, and
carried us to their refpetive habitations,

Evi !

5 I, and
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L, and five of my comrades, were carried to one
place ; they made us fit down immediately, and gave
s a-certain herb, which they made figns to us to eat.
My comrades not taking notice that the blacks eatnone
of it themfelves, confulted only the fatisfying of their
own hunger, and fell to eating with greedinefs. But
I; fufpefting fome trick, would not fo much astaite it, .
which happened well for me; for in a little time after,
1 perceived, my companions had loft their fenfes, and
}hat when they fpoke to me, they knew not what they
aid,

The blacks fed us afterwards with rice, prepared
with oil of cocous ; and my comrades, who had loft
theirreafon, eat of it greedily. I eat of it alfo, but
very {paringly. 'The blacks pave us that herb at firft

. on purpofe to deprive us of our fenfes, that we might
nat be aware of the fad deftiny prepared for us; and
they gave us rice on purpofe to fatten us: For, being
cannibals, their defign was to eat us as foon as we
grew fat. T'hey did accordingly eat my comrades, who
were not fenfible of their condition, but my fenfes .
being entire, you may eafily guefs, gentlemen, that
inftead of growsng fat, as the reft did, I grew leaner
every day.  ‘The fear of death under which I laboured,
turned all my food into poifon. I fell isto a langaith-
ing diftemper, which proved my fafety ; for the blacks,
having killed and eat up my companions, feeing me to
be, withered, lean, and fick, deferred my death t1ll ano-
ther time. y

Mean while I had a great deal of liberty, fo that
there was fcarte any notice taken of whatI did, and
this gave me an opportunity one day to.get at a diftance
from the houfes, and to make my efcape. An old
man, whofaw me, and {ufpeed my defign, called to
me as lond as he could to retorn; but inftead of
cheying him, I redoubled my pace, and quickly got
out of fight. Atthat time there was none but the old
man about the houfes, the reft being abroad, and not

. to come home: till night, which was pretty ufual with
them, ‘Therefore, being fure that they could not come
time enough to purfue me, I went on till night, when
1 ftopped to relt a listle, and to eat fome of ihe prgi;

r
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fions T had taken care of ; but I fpeedily fet, forward
again, and travelled feven days, avoiding thole placeS
which feemed to be inhabited, and lived for the moft

art upon cocoa-nbts, which ferved me both for meat
and drink. On the eight day I came near the fea,
and faw all of a fudden white people like myfelf, ga-
thering of pepper, of which there was great plenty
in that place ; this Ftook to be a good omen, and
went to them without any fcruple. Scheherazade broke
off ‘here, and weilt on with the ftory next night, as
follows : : :

“The Eightieth Night.
THE people who gahered pepper, continued Si'n'lé.f-

bad, came to meet me as foon as they faw me,
and afked me 1 Arabick, who I was, and whence [
came ? [ was overjoyed to hear them {peak in my own
Tangnage, and willingly fatisfied their curiolity, by giv-
ing them an_account of my (ipwreck, and how I fell
into the hands of the blacks. Thole blacks, replied
they, eat men, and by what miracle did you efcape
their cruelty ? -1 told chem the fame ftory 1 now told
you, at which they were wonderfully furprized, J

1 ffaid with them till they had gathered their quantity
of pepper, and then failed with them to the ifland
from whence they came. ‘They prefented me to their
king, who was a good prince ; he had the patience to
hear the relation of my adventurés, which furprized
him ; and he afterwards gave me clothes, and com-
manded ezre to be taken of me. '

The ifland was very well peopled, plentiful of every
thing, and the capital was a place of great trade.
"This agreeable place of retreat was very comfortable
to me after my misfortune, and the kindnefs of thi
generous prince towards me ;ompleated'_my fatisfa@ion.
In a word, there was not 4 perfon more in favour with

_him than my{elf, and by confequence every man in
court and city fought how to oblige me ; fo that in a
very little time, 1 was looked upon rather a5 a native
than a ftranger, ;

' L6 _ I ob-*
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[ obferved one thing, which to me looked very extra-
ordinary ; all the people, the king himfelf not excepted,
rode their horfes without bridle or flirrups. This made
me one day totake the liberty to atk the king how that

. came to pafs ? His majefty anfwered, That I talked to
“him of things, whish nobody knew the ufe of in his
dominions. - :

1 went immediately toa workman, and gave him a
:model for making the flock of a faddle. When that
~was done, I covered it myfelfwith velvetand leather, and
embroidered it with gold, I afterwards went toalock-
fmith, who made me a bridle according to the pattern I

. dhewed him, and then he made me alfo fome ftirrups.
When 1 had all things compleated, I prefented them to
the king, and put them upon one of his horfes. His
‘majefty mounted immediately, and was fo mightily
pleafed with them, that he teftified his fatisfaction by
large prefents to me. I could not avoid making feveral
others for his minifters and principal officers of his
houfhold, who all of them made me prefents that en-
riched me in a little time. 1 alfo made for the people
of beft quality in the city, which gained me great re-
putation and regard from every body.

AsI made my court very exally to the king, he fays
to me one day, Sindbad, [ lovethee ; and all my fubjeéts
who know thee, treat thee according to my example.
1 have one thing to demand of thee, which thou muft
grant. Sir, aniwered I, there’s nothing but what I

~will do, as a mark of my obedience to your majefty,
whofe power over me is abfolute. I have a mind thou
fhouldit marry, replies he, that {o thou mayft ftay in

- my dominion, and think no more of thy own country.
1 dared not refift the prince’s will, and fo he gave me

~one of the ladies of his court, anoble, beautiful, chafte,
and rich lady. The ceremonies of marriage being
over, I went and dwelt with the lady, and for fome
time we lived together in perfe& harmony. Iwas not,
however, yery well fatisfied with my condition, and
therefore defigned to make my efcape on the firft oc-
cafion, and to retarn to Bagdad ; which my prefent fet-
tlement, how advantageous foever, could not make me

fOJ' et,
e While
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While T was thinking on this, the wife of one of my
neighbours, with whom I had contrafted a very firi
friendfhip, fell fick, and died. I went to {ee and
comfort him in his afliction, and finding him {wallowed
up-with forrow, Ifaid to him as {oon as I faw him,
God preferve you and grant you a long life. Alas! re-
Plies he, how do you think I fhould obtain that favour,
you wifh me? I have not above an hour tolive. Pray,
fays I, don’t entertain fuch a melancholy thought ; T
hope it will not be fo, but that 1 fhall enjoy your
company for many years. I with you, fays he, a long
life ; but for me my days are at an end, for I muft be
buried this day with my wife. This is a law which our
anceftors eftablithed in this ifland, and always obferved
it inviolably. The living hufband is interred with the
dead wife ; and the living wife with the dead hufband.
lNol:hirlg can fave me; every one muft fubmit to this

aw.

While he was entertaining me with an £ccount of this
barbarous cuftom, the very hearing of which frighted
me cruelly, his kindred, friends, and neighbours came
in a body to affit at the funerals. They put on the
corpfe the woman’s richeft apparel, as if it had been
her wedding-day, and drefled her with all her jewels ;
then they put her into an open coffin, and lifting it up,
began their march to the place of burial. The hufband
walked at the head of the company, and followed the
corpfe. They went up to a high mountain, and when
they came thither, took up a great flone, which cover~
ed the mouth of a very deep pit, and let down the
corpfe with all its apparel and jewels, ‘Then the
hufband, embracing his kindred and friends, fuffered
himfelf to be put into another open coffin withouat re-
fiftance, with a pot of water, and feven little loaves,
and was let down in the fame manner they let down his
wife. ‘The mountain was pretty long and reached to
the fea. The ceremony being over they covered the
hole again, with the ftone, and returned. :

It is needlels, gentlemen, for me to tell you that I
was the only melancholy f{peftator of this funeral,
whereas the reft were fcarcely moved at it, the thing
was fo cuftomary to them, I could not forbear fpeaking

; : my
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my thoughts of this matter to the king : Sir, fays I, 1
cannot enough admire at the firange Cuffom in this
country, of burying the living with the dead. 1 have
been a great traveller, and feen many countrics, but
riever heard of fo cruel 2 law., What do you mean,
Sindbad, fays the king, ’tis a common law ? I fhall
be intérred with the queen, my wife, if fhe die firft,
But Sir, fays I, may I prefuie to demand of your
inajefty, if ftrangers’be obliged to obferve this law 3
‘Without doubt, replies the kg, (fmiling at the occa-
fion of my queition) they are not exempted, if they be
married 1o this ifland. : '

"I went home very melancholy at this anfwer; for the
féar of miy wife’s dying firfl, and thiat I fhould be interred
alive with her, occafioned me to have very mortifying
refleftions.  But there was no remédy, I mult have
faticncc, and fubmit to the will of God. I trembled

owever at every little indifpofition of my wife ;' but
alas! in a little time my fears came apon me all at
once, for fhe fell fick, and died n a few days.

Schcherdzade ftopt here for that tithe, and réfumed
the thread of her ftory next night thus:

The Eights-firfi Night,

.7 OU may judge at my forrotv, continues Sindbad';
: to be interred alive, feemed to me as deplorable
dn'end, 4s fo be devoured by cdnnibals, But I muft
fubmit, the king and all his court woild honour the
funteral with their preferice, and the mofit confiderable
yeople of the city did the like.  When ail was ready

r the cecremony, the corpfe was put into a coffin,
with  all ‘her jewels and magnificent apparel. The
cavalcade’ ‘'was begun, and as fecond aétor in' this
doleful tragedy, 1 went next the corple, with my eyes
€l of tears, bewailing my deplorable fate. Before I
came to'the mountain, I made an eflay on the minds
of the fpedtators: I addrefled myfelf to the king in the
firlt place, and then to all thofe who were round the,
and bowing before them to the <¢arth, rto Kifs the
border of their garments, | prayed them to have
compaffion upon: me, Confider; faid I, that T'ama

e : firanger,
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franger, and oughtnot to be fubjeét! to this rigorous
}aw, and that 1 have another wife and children in my

own country ®, It was.to no vindig e

puarpofe for me, to fpeak thus, -, * He avar a Mahaos

no foul was moved at it; on metan, and they allow
the ‘contrary, they made hafte Polygamy.

to let down my wife’s corple . :

into the pit, and put me down the next-moment in an
open coffin, with a vefel full of water and feven loaves.
In {hort, the fatal céremony being performed, they co-
vered up the mouth of the pit, notwithitanding the éxe
cefs of my grief, and my lanentable cries. A

As I came near the bottom, 1 difcovered by help:of
the litide light thit came from aboye, the niture of
this {ubterranean place; it was a vaft long cave, #nd
might be about fifty fathom deep. -1 immediately
fmelt an infufferable ftench, proceeding from the mul-
titude of dead corpfe, which I faw on the right and left 3
nay, I fancied that | heard fome of them figh oot their
latt. However, when I got down, I immediately left m
coffin, and getting at a diftance from the corple, held
my nofe, and lay down upouo'the groond, where [ flaid
a long time, bathed in tears. « Then refle@ing on my
fad lot, it is true,faid I, that God difpofes all tiings
according to the decrees of his providence; but, poor
Sindbad, art not thou thyfelf the caufe of thy being
brought to die fo firange a death? Would to/God 'thon
hadft periflied in fome of thofe tempeits which thou haft
efcaped! Then thy death had not been fo lingering.
and terrible in all its: circimflancs, But thoa Hag
drawn all this upon thyfelf by thy corfed avarice. Ak,
unfortunate wretch! Shouldft thon not rather have
ftaid .at home, and quictly enjoyed the fruits of thy
labour ? .

Such were the vain complaints with which ' made -
the cave to echo, beating my head and flomach out of
rage and defpair, and abandoring myfelf to the moft
affliéting thoughts. Neverthelefs I muft tell ye, that
initead of calling death to myaffiftance in that miferable
condition, I felt flill an inclination to live, and to do
alt I'could to prolong my days. I went groping about
.with my nofe flopt, for the bread and water that was
AR in



232 " ArRAaB1IAN NrcuTs

in my «coffin, and took fome of it. Tho’ the darknefs of
the cave was fo great that I could not diftinguifh day and
night, yet] always found my coffin again, and the cave
feemed to be more fpacious and fuller of corpfe than it
appeared to me at firll. I lived for fome days upon
my bread and water, which being all fpent, at laft, [
prepared for death.— At thefe words Scheherazade left
-off, but refumed the ftory next night thus:

The Eighty-fecond Nighe.

i AS I was thinking of ‘death, continued Sindbad, I
heard the flone lifted up from the mouth of the
cave, and immediately the corpfe of a man was let
down. When men are reduced+o neceflity, it is natural
for them to come to extreme refolutions. While they
let down the woman I approached the place where
her coffin was to be put, and as foon as I perceived
they were covering again the mouth of the cave, I
gave the unfortunate wretch two or three great blows
over the head, with a large bone that I found; which
ftunned, or, to fay the truth, killed her. I committed
this inhuman aion merely for the fake of her bréad
and water that was in her coffin, and thus I had pro-
vifions for fome days more. When that was fpent,
they let down another dead woman, and alive man;
1killed the man in the fame manner; and, as good luck
would have it for me, there was then a fort of mor-
tality in the town, fo that by this means I did not want
for provifions, :
One day as I had difpatched another woman, I
heard fomething walking, and blowing or panting as
it walked. I advanced towards that fide from whence
I heard the noife, and upon my approach the thing
puffed and blew harder, as '# it had been running
away fromme. I followed the noife, and the thing
feemed to ftop fometimes, but always fled and blew as
I approached. I followed it fo long, and fo far, till
atlalk I perceived a light, refembling a ftar; I went
on towards that light, and fometimes loft fight of it,
but always found it again, and at laft difcovered that
it came throngh a holein the rock, large enough for a
man to getout at,
. 6 Upon
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Upon this, I flopped fome time to relt myfelf, being
much fatigued with purfluing this difcovery fo falk:
Afterwards coming up to the hole, I went out at it,
andfound myfelf upon the bank of the fea. I leave
you to guefs at the excefs of my joy: it was fuch,, that
I could fcarce perfoade myfelf of its being real.

But when I was recovered from my furprife, and con-
vinced of the truth of the matter, I found the thing
which I had followed, and heard puff and blow, to
be a creature which came out of the fea, and was ac-
cultomed to enter at that hole to feed upon the dead
carcafes.

[ confidered the mountain, and perceived it to be

fituated betwixt the fea and the town, but without
any paflage or way to communicate with the latter,
the rocks, onthe fide of the {ea, were fo rugged and
fteep. 1 fell down upon the fhore to thank God for
this mercy, and afterwards entered the cave again to
fetch bread and water, which I did by day-light with
a better appetite, than I had done fince my interment
in the dark hole.

I returned thither again, and groped about among
the biers for all the diamonds, rubies, pearls, gold
bracelets, and rich ftuffs I could find ; thefe I brought
to the fhore, and tying them up neatly into bales,
with the cords that let down the coffins, [ laid them
together upon the bank, waiting till fome fhip pafled
by, without any fear of rain, for it was not then the
feafon. :

After two or three days, I perceived a fhip that
had but juft come out of the harbour, and pafled near
the place where 1 was. I madea fign with the linen
of my turban, and called to them as load as ¥
could : They heard me, and fent a boat to bring me
on board, when the mariners atked by what misfor-
tune I came thither; I told them that I had fuffered
fhipwreck two days ago, and made fhift to get athore
with the goods they faw. It was happy for me that
thofe people did not confider the place where I was,
nor enquire into the probability of what I told them ;
but without any more ado;”took me on board with
my goods. When I came to the fhip, the captain

7 Was
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was fo well pleafed to have faved me, and fo much
taken up with his own affairs, that he alfo took the
flory of my pretended fhipwreck upon truft, and gene-
roufly refufed fome jewels which I offered him.

We pafled by feveral iflands, and among others that
«called the ifle of Bells, about ten days {ail from Seren-
dib, with a regular wind, and fix from that of Kela,
where we landed. - This ifland produces lead-mines,
Indian canes, and éxcelient camphire.

The king of theifle of Kela is very rich and potent,
21fk8] and the ifle of Bells®, whichis
. * Now Ceilan. about two days journey in ex-

7 tent, is alfo fabject to him, The
inhabitants are fo barbarous that they fill eat human
flefh After we'had finifhed our commerce in that ifland,
we put to fea again, and touched at feveral other ports ;
atlaft¥ arrived happily = Bagdad with infinite riches,
of which it is'needlefs to trouble you with the details
Qut of thankfulnéfs to God for his mercies, I gave great
alms for the entertainment of feveral mofques, and for

" the fubfiftence of the poor, and employed myfelf

wholly in enjoying my kindred and friends, and making
d cheer with them. '

*‘Here Sindbad finifhed the relation of his fourth voy-
age, which was more furprizing to the company than -
all the three former. He gave a new prefent of 100
fequins to Hindbad, whom he prayed to return with the
reft next day at the fame hoor, ro dine with him and
hear the ftory of his fitth voyage. Hindbad and the
reft of his guefts took leave of nim, and retired. Next
morning when they all’ met, they far down at table,
andwhen dinneér was over, Sindbad began the relation
of his fifth voyage as follows: '

The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.

TH B pleafures I enjoyed had again charms enough

to make me forger all the tronbles and calami-

tics T had undergone, without curing me of my-iaiclis
nation to make few viovapges.. Thercfore 1 bonght
roods, ordered them to be packed up 4nd loaded, and

» fat out with them, for the. beft fea-port, and the_re.
that 1 might not be obliged to depend upon a captat:) n,'g'
- &y . u



ENTERTAINMENTS. 235
but have a fhip at my own command, T ftaid till one
was built on purpofe, at my own charge; W‘]‘{,eu' the
fhip ‘was ready, I went on board with my goods : But
not having enotgh to load her, 1 took ‘on board me
feveral merchants of different nations'with their mer-
chandize. 5 ;

We failed with the firt fair wind, and aftera long
navigation, the firft' place we touched at was a defere
ifland, where we foand an egg of a roc, equal inbignefs
with that T formerly mentioned. 'There was a young
roc in itjuft e=ady to be hatched, and the bill of it began
to appear. : i Vit

At thefe words Scheherazade ftopt, becaufe day be-
gan to enter the Sultan’s apartment; but next night
fhe refumed her flory thus :

The Eighty-third Nights

-

INDBAD the failor, fays fhe, continued the re-
lation of his fifth voyage as follows : The merchants
whom ‘1 had taken on board my fhip, and who landed
with me, broke the egg with hatchets, and made a hole
in it, from whence they pulled oat the young roc piece
after piece, and roafted it, T had earneltly perfuaded
them from meddling with the egg, but they would not
liften to me. . -
Scarce had they made an end of their treat, when
there appeared in the air at a configerable diftance -
from -us, two great clouds. The captain, whom I
hired to fail my thip. knowing by expericice what it
mmeant, cryed thatit was the heand fhe roc that belong-
ed to the young one, and prefled us to ré-cmbark with
al] fpeed, to prevent the misfortune which he faw would
otherwife befal us, We made hafte to dofo, and fet
fail with all pofible diligence. : :
In the ‘mean time the two rocs approached with a
frightful noife, which they redoubled when they faw
the egg broke, and their young one gone, But having
a mind to avenge themfelves, they flew back towards
. the place from whence they came, and difappeared for-
fome time, while we made all the {ail we could, to pre-
vent that which unhappily befel us,
- 4. r:hey
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They returned, and we obferved thateach of thess
carried between their talons flones, or rather rocks, of 2
monftrous fize. When they came diretily over my fhip,
they hovered, and one of them let fall a fone, but by

- thedexterityof the fleerfman, who turned the thip with-
the rudder, 1t mifled us, and falling by the fideof the fhip,.
into the fea, divided the water fo, that we almoft could
fee to the bottom. The other rec, to our misfortune,”
threw the ftone fo exalily upon the middle of the thip,
that it {plitina thoufand pieces. The marinersand paf-
fengers were 2ll killed by the flone, or fank. I mylelf
had the laft fate; but as I came up again, f carched hold,,
by good fortune, of a piece of the wreck, and fivimming.
fometimes with one hand, and fomecimes with the other,
but always holding falt my board, the windand the tide
being for me, [ came to an ifland, whofe bank was very
fteepy 1 overcame that difficulty however, and got:
afhore. J

1 {at down vpon the grafs, to recover myfelf alittle
from my fatigue, after which I got up and went inta
the iftand to view it. It feemed to be adelicious gara
den. I found treesevery where, fome of them bearing,
green, and other's ripe fruits, and ftreams of frefh pure
water, with pleafant windings and turnings. Leatof the
fruits, which I found excellent ; and d:anﬁ of the water,.
which was very pleafant,

Night being come, 1 lay down upon the grafsina con-
venient place enough, but I could not fleep an hour at.
a time, my mind was fo difturbed with the fear of being.
alone in fo deferta place. Thus I {pent beft part of the
night in fretting, and reproached myfelf for my impru-
dence in not flaying at home, rather than undertaking
this laft voyage. 'Thefe refleions carried me fo far,
that I began to form a defign againft my own life, but
day-light difperfed thofe melancholy thoughts, and L
gotup, and walked among the trees, but not withont
apprehenfions of danger,

When'I was a little advanced inte the ifland, I faw
an old man, who to me feemed very weak and fecble.
He fat upon the bank of a fiream, and at firft I tuok.
him to be one who had been fhipwrecked as myfelf.
I went towards him and falated him, but he only

, bowed,
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BHowed his head a little. I afked him what he did there,

but inftead of anfwering me, he made a fign for me to
take him upon my back, and carry him over the brook,
fignifying that it was to gather fruit. :

I believed him really to ftand in need of my help, fo
took him upon my back, and having carried him over,
‘bid him get down, and for that end flooped, that he
might get off with eafe ; but inflead of that (which I
laugh at every time I thinkon’t) the old man, who to
me appeared very decrepit, clafped his legs nimbly about
my neck, and then I perceived his fkin to refemble that
-of a cow. He {at aftride me upon my fhoulders, and
keld my throat fo ftrait, that I thought he would have
firangled me, the fright of which made me faint away,
and tall down.

-Day appearing, Scheherazade was obliged to fto
here, but purfued her flory thus next nights <

The Eighty-fourth Nights

) Otwithftanding my fainting, continued Sindbad,
N the ill-natured old fellow kept faftaboutmy neck,
but opened his legs a little' to give me time to recover
my breath. When I had done fo, he thruft one of his
feer againft my ilomach, and ftruck me fo rudely on the
dide with the other, that he forced me to rife up againfk
my will. Being got up, he made me walk under the
tices, and forced me now and then to ftop, to gather
and eat fruit fuch as we found, He never left me all
day, and when [ lay downto reft me by night, he laid
himfelf down with me, holding always falt about my
neck. Every morning he puthed me to make me awake,
and afterwardsobliged me to get up and walk, and
prefled me with his feet.  You may judge then, gentle~
men, what trouble I wasin, to be charged with {uch a
burden as I could no way rid myfelf from.

One day I found in my way feveral dry calebafhes that
had fallen from a tree; | took a large one, and, after
cleaning it, preffed into it fome juice of grapes, which
abounded in the ifland ; having filled the calebafh, Ifet
it in a convenient place, and coming hither again fgme
days after, I took up my calebafh, and fetting it to my
mouth, found the wine to be fo good, that it made me

; . : prefently
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prefently not only forget my forrow, but I'grew vigo-
rous, and was fo light hearted, that I'began to fing and
dance as I walked 'along. © .

The old man, perceiving the effe& which this drink
had upon me, andthat-I'carried him with more eafe
than 1 did before; made a fign for me to give him fome
of it. I gave him the calebath, and the liquor pleafing
his palate, he drank it all ‘'off. = There being enough of

" jttofoddle him,he became drunk immediately, and the
fomes getting up into his head, he began to fing af-
ter his: manner; and to dance with his breech' upon my"
fhoulders. His jolting about made him vomit; and he
loofened his: legs-from about'me by degrees ; fo finding
that he did not prefs:me as<before, I threw him upon
the ground, where he lay without motion, and then I
took up a great flone, with which I crufhed his head to
pieces. | P8
" I was extremely rejoiced, to be freed thus for ever -
from this curfed old fellow, and walked upon the bank
ofthe fea, where I met the crew. ofa fhip that had caft
anchor, to take in water to refrefh themfelves. They
were extremely furprized to fee me, and to hear the
particulars of my adventures. You fell, faid they, into
the hands of the old man of the fea, and are the firft

‘that ever efcaped firangling by him: He never left
thofe he had once made himfelf mafter of, till he de-
ftroyed them, and he has made this ifland famous by the
number of men he has flain ; {othat the merchantsand .
mariners who landed upon it, dared not to advance
into the ifland but'in numbers together.

After having informed me of thofe things, they car-
ried me with them to the fhip; the captain received me
with great fatisfaCtion, when they told him what had
befallen me. He put out again to fea, and after fome
days fail, we arrived at the harbour of a great city,.
whofe houfes were built with good ftone.

One of the merchants of the fhip, who had taken me
into his friendfhip, obliged me to go along with him,
and carried me to a place appointed for a retreat for
foreign merchants. Hegave me a great bag; and having
recommended me to fome people of the town, who ufed

to gather cocoas he defired them to take me with them
= o
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to do the like ; Go, fays he, follow them, and do as:
you fee them do, and don’t feparate from them, other-
wife you endanger your life, Having thus fpoke, he
gave me provifions for the journey, and I went with
them, g

We came to a great foreft of trees, extreme ftrait
and-tall, and their trunks were fo fmooth, that it was
not poflible for any man toclimb up to the branches
that-bore the fruit,  All the treeswere cocoa-trees, and
when we entered the foreft, we faw a great number oé'
apes of {feveralizes, that fled asfoon as they perceive
us, and climbed up to the top of the trees with furpriz-
ing fwiftnefs. :

Scheherazade would have gone on, but day appearj
prevented her, and next night fhe refumed her dlfcowe
as follows : _

The Eighty-fifth Night.
TH E merchants with whom I was, continued Sind-

- bad, gathered ftones, and threw them at the apes
on the top of the trees.  I'did the {ame, and-the apes
out of revenge threw cocoa-nuts at us as falt, and with
fuch geftares, as fufficiently teflified their anger and re-
fentmént ; we gathered up the cocoas, and from time to
time threw ftones to provoke the apes; fo that by this
ftratagem we filled our bags with cocoa-nuts, which it
* had been impolflible for us to have done otherwife.

When we bad gathered our number, we returned to
the city, where the merchant, who fent me to the forelt,

ave me the value of the cocoas Isbrought: Go on,
%ays he, and do the like every day, until you have got
money enough to carry you home. I thanked him for
his good advice, and infenfibly gathered together fo
many cocoas as mounted to a confiderable fun.

The veflel in which I came, failed with merchants,
who loaded her with cocoas. I expeéted the arrival of
another, which landed {peedily for the like loading, F
enibarked on board the fame all the cocoas that belong-
ed to me, and when fhe was ready to fail, 1 went and
took leave of the merchant, who had been fo kind to
me ; but he could not embark with me, becaufe he had
not finifhed his affairs,

; - " . We
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We fet {ail towards the iflands where pepper grows -
in great plenty. From thence we went to the ifle of
Comari®, where the beft fort of
* This ifland, or wood of aloes grows, and whofe
Peninfula, endsatebe inhabitants have made it an in-
cape, which awe now violable law to themfelves te
callcape Comorin, It drink no wine, nor to fuffer any
‘&5 alfo called Comar place of debauch, [ exchanged
and Comar, my cocoas in thofe two iflands
3 for pepper and wood of aloes, and
went with other merchants a pearl-fithing. Ihired di-
versy who fetched me up thollg that were very large and
pure. I embarked joyfully in a veflel that happily ar=
rived at Balfora; from thence I returned to Bagdad,
whiere I made vaft fums of my pepper, wood of aloes,
and pearls. [ gave the tenth of my gainsin alms, as [
had done upon my return from other voyages, and en-
deavoured to eafe myfelf from my fatigues, by diver-
fiens of all forts. '
When Sindbad had done his ftory, he ordered one
. hundred fequins to Hindbad, who retired with all the
other guefts ; but next morning the fame company re-
turned to dine with rich Sindbad; who, after having
treated them as formerly, demanded audience, and gave
the following account of his fixth voyage. :

The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad, the Sailor.

GEn_tlemen, fays he, you long without doubt to know
how, after being fhipwrecked five times, and
eicaping fo many dangers, I could refolve again to try
my fortune, and expofe myfelf to new hardfhips. I am
aftonifhed at it myfelf, when I think on’t, and muft
certainly have been induced to it by my ftars. But be
that how it will, after a year’s reft, I prepared for a
fixth voyage, nowwithftanding the prayers ofmy kindred
and friends, who did all that was poflible to prevent
me.

Inftead of taking my way by the Perfian gulph, I
travelled once more thro’ feveral provinces of Perfia
and the Indies, and arrived at a fea-port, where I em-
barked on board a fhip, the captain of which was re-
folved on a long voyage, 3 T

t
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Tt was very long indeed, but, at the fame time, {o
unfortunate, that the captain and pilot loft their courfe,
{o that they knew not wnere they were. "They found it
atlaft, but we had no ground te rejoice at it, We were
all feized with extraordinary fear, when we faw the
captain quit his poft, and cry out, He threw off his
turban, pulled the hair of his beard, and beat his head
like 2 madman. We afked him the reafon, and he an-
fwered, that he was in the moft dangerous place of all
the fea. A rapid current carries the fhip along with it,
and we fhall all of us perifh in lefs than a quartervof
an hour. Pray to God to deliver us from this danger ;
we can't efcape it, if he don’t take pity on us. At
thefe words he ordered the fails to be changed ; but all
the ropes broke, and the fhip, without being poflible
to help it, was carried by the curient to the foot of
an inacceflible ‘mountain, where fhe was run afhore,
and broke to pieces, yet fo as we faved our lives, our
provifions, and the beft of our goods.
This being over; the captain{ays to us, God has now
done what he pleafed ; we may every man dig our grave
here ; and bid the world adieu; for we are all info fatal
. & place, that none fhipwrecked here did ever return to
their homes again. His difcourfe afflitted us mortally,
and we embraced one another with tears in our eyes,
bewailing our deplorable lot.
The mountain at the foot of which we were caft, was
the coalt of a very long and large ifland. This coaft
was covered all over with wrecks, and by the valt num-
ber of men’s bones, we faw every where, and which filled
us with horror, we concluded that abundance of people
had died there. Itis alfoincredible to tell what a quan-
tity of goods, and riches we found caft afhore there,
All thofe obje@s ferved only to avgment our grief.
. Whereas in all other places, rivers run from their chane
nels into the fea, here a great river of frefh water runs
‘outof the fea into a dark cave, whofe entrance is very
high and large, What is moft remarkable in this ‘place
is, thatthe fones of the mountain are of cryftal, ru-
bies, or other precious ftones. Here is alfo a fort of
fountain of pitch or bitumen, that runs into thé fea
which the filhes {wallow, and then vomit it up again,
Vor. I M turned
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tarned into ambergris : and this the waves throw up on
the beech in great quantities. Here grow alfo trees,
moft of which are wood of aloes, equal in goodnefs to
thofe of Camari. A :

To finith the defcription of this place, which may
well be called the gulph, fince nothing ever returns from
it, it is not poflible for a fhip to get off from it, when
once they come within fuch a diftance of it. If they
be driven thither by awind from the fea, the wind and
the carrent ruin them ; and if they come intoit, when
- land-wind blows, which might feem to favour theic
getting ous again, the height of the mountain ftops the
wind, and occafionsa calm, fo that the force of the cur-
rent runs them afhore, where they are broken to pieces,
as ours was 3 and that which completes the misfortune
is, that there is no poflibility to get to the top of the
mountain, or to get out any manner of way.

We continued upon the fhore, like men out of their
fenfes, and expedted death every day. At firft we di-
vided our provifions as equally as we could, and fo

every .ene lived a longer or fhorter while, according
to their temperance, and the ufe they made of their
provifions. ; '

Scheherazade perceiving day, left off fpeaking ; but
next night fhe refumed the flory as follows :

The E:ighty-fixth Night,

HOSE who died firft, continued Sindbad, were
interred by the reft; and, as for my part, I paid

the laft duty to all my companions: nor are you to
wonder at this ; for befides that 1 hufbanded the pro-
vifion that fell to my fhare better than they, I had pro-
vifions of my own, which I did not fhare with my
comrades; yet when I buried the laft, I had fo little
remaining, that I thought I could not hold out long.
So thatI dug a grave, refolving to lie down in it, be-
canfe there was none left alive to inter me. I muft con-
fefs to you at the fame time, that while I was thus em-
ployed, I could not but reflect upon myfelf as the caufe
of my own roin, and repented that 1 had ever under-
taken this lait voyage. Nor did I ftop at reflections
5 . only,
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enly, but had well nigh haftened my own death, and
began to tear my hangs with my teeth.,

But it pleafed God once more to take compaflion on
me, andsput it in my mind to go to the bank of the
river which ran into the great cave, where, confider=
ing the river with great attention, I faid to myfelf, This

river, which runs thus under ground, muft come out
" fomewhere or other. IfI make a float, and leave my-
felf to the current, it will bring me to fome inhabited
country, or drown me. IfI be drowned, I lofe no-
thing, but only change one kind of death for another ;
and if I get eutof this fatal place, I fhall not only avoid
the {ad fate of my comrades, but perhaps find fome
new occafion of enriching myfelf. Who knows but for=
tune waits, upon my getting off this dangerous fhelf,
to compenfate my fhipwreck with ufury.

After this, T immediately went towork ona float. I
" made it of good Jarge pieces of timber and cables, for
I had choice of them, and tied them togetherfo ftrong,
that [ had made a very folid little float. When I had.
finithed it, T loaded it with fome bales of rubies, eme-
ralds, ambergris, rock-cryftal, and rich ftuffs. Having
balanced all my cargo exaélly, and faftened them well
to the float, I wenton board it with two little oars that
1 had made, and leaving it to the courfe of the river,
I refigned myfelf to the will of God

As foon as I came into the cave, I loft all light, and
the fiream carrigd me I knew not whither., Thus I
floated fome days in perfet darknefs, and once found
the arch {o low, that 1t very nigh broke my head, which
made me very cautious afterwards to avoid the like
danger. Allthiswhile I eat nothing but what was juft
neceflary to fupport nature; yet notwithftanding this
frugality, all my provifions were fpent. Then a plea-
fing flecp feized upon me. I can’t tell how long it
continued ; but when I awaked, I was furprized to find
myf{elfin the middle of a vaft country, at the brink of
a river, where my float was tied, amidit a great number
of negroes. I got up as foon as I faw them, and {aluted
them. They fpoke to me, but 1 did not underftand
their language. Iwasfo tranfported with joy, that L
knew not whether I was afleep or awake ; but being

M2 pexfuaded
74
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perfuaded that I was notafleep, I recited the following®
words in Arabick aloud : € Call upon the Almighty, he
will help thee ; thou needeft not perplex thyfelf about -
any thing elfe: fhut thy eyes, and while thou art afleepy
God will change thy bad fortune into good.” :

One of the blacks, who underftood Arabick, hearing
me {peak thus, came towards me, and faid, Brother,
don’t be furprized to {ee us ; we are inhabitants of this
country, and came hither to-day to water our fields, by
digging little canals from this river, which comes oat
of the neighbouring mountain. We perceived fome-
thing floating upon the water, went {peedily to fee what
it was, and perceiving your float, one of us fivam into
the river, and brought it thither, where we faitened it,
as youn fee, until you fhould awake. Pray tell us your
‘hiftory, for it muft be extraordinary; how did you
venture yourfelf into this river, and whence did you
come ? 1 begged of them firft to give me fomething to
eat, and then I would fatisfy their curiofity. They
gave me feveral forts of food, and when I had fatisfied
my hunger, 1 gave them a true account of all that had
befallen me, which they liftened to with admiration.
As foon as I had finifhed my difcourfe, they told me, by
the perfan who {poke Arabick and interpreted to them
what I faid, That it was one of the moit furprizing
flories they ever heard, and that I muft go along with
them, and tell it their king myfelf; theking is too ex-
traordinary to be told by any other than the perfon to
Whom it happened. I told them I was ready to do what-

ever they pleafed.

_They immediately fent for a horfe, which was
brought them in a little time ; and having made me get
up upon him, fome of them walked before me to fhew
me the way, and the reft took my float and cargo, and
followed me. :

Here Scheherazade was obliged to fop, becaufe day
appeared, but towards the clofe of next night refumed
¢ thread of her ftory thus.: '
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The Eighty-feventh Night.

E marched thus all together, till we came to the
U b city of Serendib, for it was in that [fland where
1 landed. The blacks prefented me to their king ; I
approached his throne, and faluted him 4s I ufed to do
the kings of the Indies; that is to fay, I proftrated
myfelf at his feet, and kiffed- the earth, The prince
ordered me to rife up, received me with an obliging air,
and made me come up, and fit down near him. He
firit afked me my name, and I anfwered, They call
me Sindbad the failor, becaufe of the many voyages I
had undertaken, and that [ was a citizen of Bagdad.
But, replies he, how came you into my dominions, and

. from whence came you laft ?

. I concealed nothing from the king ; I told him all
that I have now told you, and his majefty was fo fura
prized and charmed with it, that he commanded my ad-
venture to be written in letters of gold, and laid up in
the archives of his kingdom. At laft my float was
brought in, and the bales opened in his prefence : he
admired the quantity of wood of aloes and ambergris,
but, above all, the rubies and emeralds, for he had
none in his trealury that came near them,

Obferving that he looked on my jewels with pleafure,
and viewed the moft remarkable among them, one after
another, I fell proftrate at his feet, and took the liberty
to fay to him, Sir, not only my perfon is at your ma-
jetty’s fervice, butthe cargo of the float, and I would
beg of you to difpofe of it as your own. -He anfivered
me with a fmile, Sindbad, I will take care not to covet
any thing of your’s, nor to take any thing from you
that God has given you ; far from leffening your wealth,
Idefign to augment it, and will not let you go out of
my dominions without marks of my liberality.  All the
anf{wer | returned was prayers for the profperity of that
prince, and commendations of his generofity and boune

ty. He charged one of his officers to take care of me, .
and ordered people to ferve me at his own charge.
The officer was very faithful in the execation of his ore
ders, and made all the goods to. be carried 1o the lodg-
ings provided for me,

M 3

I went
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I went every day at a fet hour to make my court to
the king, and pent the reft of my time in feeing the
city, and what was mof worthy of my cariofity.

The ‘ifle of Serendib* is

* Geographers place  fituated juft under the equi-
iton this fide the line, notial line; fo that the days
in the firft climate. and nights there are always of

twelve hours each, and the

t The eaftern geo- ifland ‘is eighty | parafangues
graphers makg a pa- in- length, and as many in
rafangue longer thana breadths _ :
French league. The capital city flands in the

: end of a fine valley, formed by

a mountain in the middle of the ifland, ‘which is the
‘higheft in the world. It isfeen three days fail off at
fea. There are rubies and {everal forts of minerals in
it, and all the rocks for the moft part emerald, a metal-
lineftone made ufe of to cat and fmooth other precious
flones. There grow all forts of rare plants and trees,
efpecially cedars and cocoas, "There is alfo a pearl-fith-
ing in the mouth of its river ; and in fome of its val-
leys there are found diamonds. I made, by way of
devotion, a pilgrimage to the place whither Adam was
confined after his banitfhment from paradife, and had
the curiofity to go to the top of its

When I came back to the city, I prayed the king to
allow me to returnto my country, which he granted me
in the mott obliging and moft honourable manner. He
would needs force a rich prefent vpon me; and when
. I went totake my leave of him, he gave me one much
more confiderable, and at the fame time charged me
with a letter for the commander of the. faithful, our
fovereign, faying tome, I pray you give this prefent
from me, and this letter to caliph Haroun Alrafchid,
and affure him of my friendfhip. I tock the prefent
and letter in a very refpectful manuer, and promifed
bis majefty punétually to execute the commifiion with
which he was pleafed to honour me. BeforeI embarked,
this prince fent to feek for the captain and the merchants
that were to go with me, and ordered them to treat me
with all pofiible refpe&t. ' b

¢
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The letter from the king of Serendib was written on = -
thie fkin of a certain animal of great value, becanfe of
its being {o (carce, and of a yellowifh colovr. Lbe cha-
1a@&rs of this letter were of azure, and the contents thus:

¢« The king of the Indies, before whom march 1co

< eleph ints, who livesina palace that fhines with

¢ {ooo00 robies, and whohas in his treafury 20000
¢¢ crowns enriched with diamends, to caliph Ha-
¢« roun Alrafchid.

< Tho’ the prefent we fend you be inconfiderable
s receive it however as a brother and a friend, in con-
¢ f{ideration of the hearty friendfhip which we bear for
¢« you, and of which we are willing to give you proof.
¢« We defire the fame part in your friendihip, confider-
¢« jng that we believe it to be our merit, being of the
¢ fame dignity with yourfelf. We conjurgyon this in
*¢ quality of a Brother, Adicu.”

The prefent confited in the firfk place, of one fingle
ruby made into a cup, about halfa foot high, an inch
thick, and filled with round pearlsof half a dram each.
2. Of the fkin of a ferpent, whofe fcales were as large
as an ordinary piece of gold, and had the virtue to pre-
{ferve from ficknels thofe who lay upon it. 3. In 500co
drams of the beft wood of aloes, with 3o graims of
camphire as big as piftachios. And 4. A fhe-flave of
ravifhing beauty, whofe apparel was all covered over
with jewels.

The fhip fetfail, and after a very long and fuccefsful
navigation, we landedat Balfora, from thence 1 went
to Bagdad, where the firlt thing ] did was toacquit my-
felf of my commiffion. Scheherazade flopt, becaufe day
appeared, and next night procecded thus:

The Eighty-eighth Night.

Tool the king of Serendib’s letter, continues Sind~
bad, and went to prefent myfelf at the gate of the
commander of the faithful, followed by the beautiful
flave, and {uch of my own family as carried the prefents.
1 gave an accouut of the reafon of my coming, and was .
immediately conduéted to the throne of the caliph. I
made my reverence by proftration, and, after a fhort
{pecch, gave him the letter and prefent, When'he had
M 4 read
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read what the king of Serendib wrote to him, he afked
me, if that prince were really fo rich and potent as he
had faid in hisletter ¢ I proftrated myfelfa fecond time,
and rifing again, Commander of the faithful, fays I,
1 can affure your mujefty he doth not exceed the truth
on that head, I am witnefs of it. There is nothing
more capable of raifing a man’s admiration, than the
magnificence of his palace. When the prince appears
in publick, he has a throne fixed on the back of an ele-
phant, and marches betwixt two ranksof his minifters,
favourites, and other people of his court ; Before him,
upon the fame elephant, an officer carries a golden lance
in his hand ; and behind the throne there is another,
who flands upright, with a column of gold, on the top
of which there is an emerald half a foot long, and an °
inch thick ; before him there marches a guard of 1000
men, clad in cloth ofﬁold and filk, and mounted on
elephants richly caparifoned.

While the king is on his march, the officer, who is
before him pn the fame elephant, cries from time to
time, with a loud voice, Behold the great monarch, the
potent and redoubtable fultan of the Indies, whofe palace
1s covered with 100000 rubies, and who poffefles 20000
crowns of diamonds. Behold the crowned monarch

greater than the great Solima*,

* Solgmon. and the great Mihraget. Af-

+ An ancient king ter he had pronounced thofe
¢f a great ifland of the words, the officer behind the
Jame name in the Fn- throne cries in his turn, This
dies and wery much monarch, fo great and {fo pow-
Jumed among the dra- erful, muit die, muft die, muft
brans for bis powerand die. And the officer before re-
wifdom. plies, Praife be to him whe

lives for ever.

Farther, the king of Serendib is fo juft, that there are
"no judges in his dominions. His people have no need

of them. They underftand and obferve jultice exadtly
of themfelves. ‘The caliph was much plealed with my
difcourfe, 'The wifdom of that king, fayshe, appears
in his letter, and after what you tell me, I muft confefs,
that his wifdom is worthy of his people, and his
people deferve fo wife a prince. Having fpoken :h;s

e
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he difcharged me, and fent me home with a rich pre~
fent.

Sindbad left off {peaking, and his company retired,
Hindbad having firft received 100 fequins; and next
day they returned to hear the relation of his feventh
and laft voyage, as follows :

The Seventh and laft Poyage of Sindbad the Sailor,

Eing returned from my fixth Voyage, I abfolutely -

laid afide all my thoughts-of travelling any farther.
For, befidesthat my years did now require reft,-I was
refolved no more to expofe myfelf to fuch ritk as I had
run. So that [ thought of nothing but to pafs the reft of
my days in quiet. One day as1 was treating a parcel of
my friends, one of my fervants came, and told me, That
an officer of the caliph’s afked for me. I rofe from the
table, and went to him." ‘The caliph, fays he, has fent
me to tell yon, that he muft fpeak with you. I followed
the officer to the palace, where being prefented to the
caliph, I faluted him by proftrating myfelf at his feet.
Sindbad, fays he to me, 1 ftand in need of you ; you
muft do me the fervice to carry my aniwer and prefent
to the king of Serendib. It is but juft I fhould return
his civility.

This command of the caliph to me was like a clap of
thunder. Commander of the faithful replied £, I am
ready to do whatever your mujelty thall think fit to com-
mand me; but i befeech yow moft humbly to confider
what I have.undergone, I have alfo madea véw never
to go out of Bagdad. Hence | took occafion to give
him a large and particular account of all my adventures,
which he had the patience to hear out.

As foon as 1 had finifhed, I confefs, fays he, that the
things you t€ll me are very extraordinary, yet you muft
for my {ake undertake this voyage which I propofe to
you. You have nothing to do but to go the ifle of
Serendib, and deliver the commiflion which I give you.
After that you are at liberty to retirn. But you moft
go; for you know it would be indecent, and not fuit-
able to my diznity, to be indebted to the king of that
ifland. Percéiving that the caliph infited upon it, I

M fub
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fubmitted, and told him that I was willing to obey. He
was very well pleafed at it, and ordered me 1000 fe-
quins for the charge of my journey.
I prepared for my departure in a few days, and as
fuen as the caliph’s letter and prefent were delivered to
‘me, [ went to Balfora, where [ embarked, and had a
very happy voyage. I arrived at the ifle of Serendib,
where 1 acquainted the king’s minifters with my com-
miflion, and prayed them to get me fpeedy aundience.
They did {o, and I was conduéted to the palace in an
honourable manner, where I faluted the king by prof-
tration, according tocuftom. That prince knew me
immediately, and teftified very great joy to fee me, O.
Sindbad, fays he, you are welcome ; Ifwear toyou I
have many times thought ofyou fince youwent hence, I
blefs the day upon which we fee one anotheronce more,
I made my compliment to him, and after having thank-
ed him for his kindnefs to me, I delivered the caliph®s
letter and prefent, which he received with all imagina-
ble fatisfaétion.

The caliph’s prefent was a compleat fet of cloth of
gold, valued at 1000 fequins. Fifty robes of rich ftuff,
a hgndred others of white cloth, the fineft of Cairo,

Suez, * Cufa and + Alexan-

* A port onthe Red- dria, aroyal crimfon bed, and’

Sea. a fecond of another fathion, A
+t A4 town of A- veflel of agat, broader than
rabia. deep of an inch thick, and

half a foot wide, the bottom of
which reprefented in bafs-relief, a man with one knee
on the ground, who held a bow and an arrow, ready to
let fly at a lion. He fent him alfo a rich table, which,
according to tradition, belonged to the great Solomon,
The caliph’s letter was as follows :
‘¢ Grecting in the name of the fovereign guide of the
‘¢ right-way, to the potent and happy fultan, from
% Abdallah Haroun Alrafchid, whom God hath fet
' ¢ in the place of honour, after his anceftors of
¢ happy memory,
¢ We rcceived your letter with joy, and fend you
¢ this from the council of our port; the garden of -
“ {uperior wits. We hope when you look upon it,
5 “you

~
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¢ you will find our good intention, and be pleafed
¢ with it. Adieu.” .

The king of Serendib was mightily pleafed that the
caliph «nfiwered his friendthip. ~ A little time aftet this
audience, I folicited leave to depart, and obtained the
fame with much difficatty. I got it however at lalt, and
the kingfwhen he difcharged me made me a very conii-
derable prefent. 1 embarked immediately to return to
Bagdad, but had not the good fortune (0 arrive there
as I hoped. God ordered it otherwile.

Three or four dags after my departire, we were at-
tacked by corfairs, who eafily feized upon our fhip, be=
caufe it was no veflel of force. - Some of the crew of-
fered refiftance, which coft them their lives, But for me
and the reft, who were not fo imprudent, the corfairs
faved us on purpofe to make flaves of us.

Day beginning to appear, Scheherazade was obliged
to keep filence, but next night refumed the ftory thusz

The Eighty-ninth Night.

SI_R, fays fhe to the Sultan of the Indies, Sindbad
continuing his ftory, told the company, We were all
ftripped, and inftead of our own clothes, they gave us
forry rags, and carried us into a remote ifland, where
they fold us. ’

I fell into the hands of a rich merchant, who, as
foon as he bought me, carried me to his houfe, treated
me well, and clad me handfomely for a flave, Some
days after, not knowing who I was, he afked me if [ un-
derftood any trade? Ianfwered, that I was no mecha-
nick, but 2 merchant, and that the corfairs, who fold me,

* robbed me of all [ had, Buttell me, replies he, Can you
- thoot with a bow ? I anfwered, That the bow was one of
my exercifes in my youth, and I had not yet forgot it. *
Then he gave me a bow and arrows, and, taking me be-
hind him upon an elephant, carried meto a valt foreft
fome leagues from the town. We went a great way into
the foreft, and when he thought fit to ftop, he bid me
alight 3 then, fhewing me a great tree, Climb vp that
tree, fays he, and fhoot at the elephants as you fee” -
them pafs by, for there is a prodigious number of
M 6 them
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them in this foreft, and if any of them fall, come and
give me notice of it. Having fpoke thus, he left me
viétuals, and returned to the town, and I continsed
upon the tree all night. %

. Ffaw noelephant during that time, but next morn-
ing, asfoon as the fun was up, [ fawa great number ; I
fhot feveral arrows among them, and at lal ene of the
elephants fell, the reft retired immediately, and left me
at liberty to go and acquaint my patron with my booty.
‘When I had told him the news, he gave me a good meal,
commended my dexterity, and carefied me mightily. We
went afterwards-together to the foreft, where we duga
hole for the elephant; my patron defigning to return
when it was rotten, and to take his teeth, &c. to trade
with,

I continued this game for two months, and killed an
elephant every day, getting fometimes upon one tree,
and fometimes upon another. One morning, as I look-
ed for the elephants, I perceived with an extreme
amazement, that, inftead of pafing by me acrofs the
foreft as ufual, they ftopped, and came to me with a
horrible noife, in fuch a number that the earth was
covered with them, and fhook under them. They in-
compafled the tree where I was with their trunks ex-
tended, and their eyes all fixed upon me. At this
frightful fpetacle I continued immoveable, and was fo
much frightened, that my bow and arrows fell out of
my hand.

My fears were not invain ; for after the elephants had
ftared upon me fome time, one of the largeft of them put
bis trunk round the foot of the tree, and pulled fo
ftrong, that he plucked itup, and threw itonthe ground ;
I fell with the tree, and the elephant taking me up with
his trunk, laid me on hisback, where I fat more like one
dead than alive, with my quaiver on my fhoulder : He

ut himfelf afterwards at the head of the reft, who fol-
'fou’red him in troops, and carried me to a place where he
- laid me down on the ground, and retired with all his com-

anions. Conceive, if you can, the condition I was in:

thought myfelf to be in a dream ; at laft, after having

lain fome time, and {eeing the elephants gone, I got up,
and found I was upon along and broad hill, covered all
: over
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over with the bones and teeth of elephants. I confefs to
you, that this objet furnifhed me with abundance of re-
fleGtions. I admired the inftiné of thofe animals; I
doubted not but that was their burying-place, and that
they carried me thither on purpofeto tell methat [ {hould
forbear to perfecate them, fince 1 did it only for their
teeth. Idid not ftay on the hill, but turned towards the
city, and, after having travelled 2 day and a night, I
came to my patron; I met no elephant in my way,
which made me think they had retired farther into the
foreft, to leave me at liberty, to come back to the hill
without any obftacle.

As foon as my, patron faw me; Ah, poor Sindbad,
fays he, I was in great tronble to know what was
become of you. Ihave been at the foreft, where I
found a tree newly pulled up, and a bow and arrows
on the ground, and after having fought for you in vain,
I defpaired of ever feeing you more. Pray tell me
what befel you, and by what good hap thou art fill
alive. I fatisfied his curiofity, and going both of us
next morning to the hill, he found to his great joy that
what I had told him was true. We loaded the elephant
upon which we came, with as many teeth as he could
carry ; and when we were retarned, Brother, fays my
patron, for I will treat you no more as my flave, after
having made fuch a difcovery as will enrich me. God
blefs you with all happinefs and profperity. I declare
before him, thatI give you your liberty. I concealed
from you what I am now going to tell you.

The elephants of our foreft have every year killed
us a great many {laves, whom we fentto feek ivory. For
all the cautions we could give them; thofe crafty ani-
mals killed them one time or other. God has de-
Jivered you from their fury, and has beftowed that
favour upon you only. Irisa fign that he loves you,
and has ufe for your fervice in the world. You have
procured me incredible gain. We could not have ivory
formerly, but by expofing the lives of our flaves, and
now our whole city 1s enriched by your means. Don’t
think I pretend to have rewarded you by giving you
}rour liberty, I will alfo give you conﬁdera.%le riches.

could engage all our ¢ity to contribute towards

. making
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- making your fortane, but I will have the glory of do-
. ing it myfelf.
To this obliging difcourfe I replied, Patron, God
. preferve you. Your giving me my liberty is enough
to difcharge what you owe me, and I defire noother re-
ward for the fervice I had the good fortune to do to
you and your city, but leave to return to my own coun-
try. Very well, fays he, the
* A regular avind that Mocon® will in a little time
comes fix months fromthe bring fhips for ivory. I will
eaft, and as many from fend you home then, and give
the weft. you wherewith to bear your
charges. I thanked him again
for my liberty, and his good intentions towards me. I
ftaid with him expedling the Mocon ; and during that
time, we made fo many journies to thehill, that we filled
all our warehoufes with ivory. The other merchants,
who traded in it did the fame thing, for it could not be
long concealed from them.
At thefe words Scheherazade, perceiving day, broke
off, but refumed the flory next night.

The Ninetieth Night.

IR, fays fhe to the Sultan of the Indies, Sindbad
- went on with the relation of his feventh voyage
thuos :

The fhips arrived at laft, and my patron, himfelf
having made choice of the thip wherein I was to em-
bark, he loaded half of it with ivory on my account, he
laid in provifions in abundance for my paffage, and be-
fides obliged me to accept a prefent of the curiofities of
the country of great value. After I had returned him a
thoufand thanks for all his favours, I wentaboard. We
fet fail, and as the adventure, which procured me this
liberty, was very extraordinary, Ihad it continually in
my thoughts. i

We ftopt at fome iflands to take in frefh provifions :
our veflel being come to a port on the Terra Firma in
the Indies, who touched there, and not being willing to

venture by fea to Balfora, I landed my proportion of
the ivory, refolving to proceed on my journey bly land.

i made
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I'made vaft fums of my iyory, I bought feveral rarities,
which I intended for prefents, and when my equipage .
was got ready, I fec out in company of a large caravan
of merchants. I was a long time on the way, and
{uffered very much, but endured all with patience, when
I confidered that I had nothing to fear from the feas,
from pirates, from ferpents, nor of the other perils I
had undergone,  ~

All thefe fatigues ended at laft, and I came fafe to ~
Bagdad. I wentimmediately to wait upon the caliph,
and gave him an account of my embafly. That prince
told me, he had been uneafy, by reafon I was folong a re-
turning, but that he always hoped God would preferve
me, When I told him the adventure of the elephants,
he feemed to be much furprized at it, and would never
have given any credit to it had he not known my fin-
cerity. He reckoned this ftory, and the other relations
I had given him, to be fo curious, that he ordered one
of his {ecretaries to write them in charatters of gold, and
lay them up in his treafury. I retiréd very well fatisfied
with the honours I received, and the prefents which he
gave me; and after that I gave myfelf up wholly to my
family, kindred, and friends,

Sindbad here finifhed the relation of his feventh and
1aft voyage, and then addrefling himfelf to Hindbad,
Well, friend, fays he, did you ever hear of any perfon
that {uffered fo much as I have done, or of any mortal
that has gone through fo many perplexities ¢ Is it not
reafonable that, after all this, Ifhould enjoy a quiet and
pleafant life ? As he faid this, Hindbad drew near to
him, and kiffing his hand, faid, I muft acknowledge,
Sir, that you have gone through terrible dangers, my
troubles are not comparable to your’s ; if they aflict me
for a time, I comfort mylelf with the thoughts of the
profit I get by them. You not only deferve a quiet
life, butare worthy befides of all the riches you enjoy,
becaufe you make fuch a good and generous ufe of
them. May you therefore continue to live in happinefs
and joy till the day of your death, Sindbad gave him
100 fequins more, received him into the number of his
friends, and defired him to quit his porter’s employment,
.and come and dine every day with him, that he might
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all his days have reafon to remember Sindbad the
failor. -

~ Scheherazade, perceiving it was not yet day, conti-
nued her difcourfe, and began another ftory.

The Three Apples.

C IR, faid fhe, I havealready had the honour to en-

tertain your majefty with a ramble, which the ca-
liph Haroun Alrafchid made one night from his palace ;
I mult give you an account of one more.

This prince one day commanded the grand vizier

Giafar, to come to his palace the night following.
-Vizier, faid he, 1 will take a walk round the town, to
inform myfelf what people fay, and particolarly how
they are pleafed with my officers of juftice. If there
be any againft whom they have reafon of juft complaint,
we will turn them out, and put others in their ftead,
that fhall officiate better. 1f, on the contrary, there
be any that have gained their applaufe, we will have
that efteem for them which they deferve. The grand
vizier being come to the palace at the hour appointed,
the caliph, heé, and Mefrour the chief of the eunuchs,
difgaifed themfelves o as they could not be known, and
went out all three together. t

They pafled through feveral places, and by feveral
markets : And as they entered a fmall ftrect, they per-
ceived by the light of the moon, a tall man, with a-
white beard, that carried netson his head, and a club
in his hand. 'The old man, fays the caliph, does not
feem to be rich, letus go to him and enquire into his
circumftances. Honeft man, faid the vizier, who art
thou? The old man replied, Sir, I ama fifher, but one
of the pooreft and moft miferable of the trade; I went
from my houfe about noon to go a fithing, and from
thattime to this I have not been able tocatch one fith;
and at thefamextime 1 have a wife and fmall children,
and nothing to maintain them.

The caliph, moved with compaflion, fays to the
filherman, Haft thou the courage to go back and caft
thy nets once more? We will give thee a hundred
fequins for what thou fhalt bring up., At this p!_rfi-

poialy



"ENTERTAINMENTS, 257

pofal, the filherman, forgetting all his day’s toil, took
the caliph at his word ; and, with him, Giafar and
Mefrour retarned to the Tygris ; he faying to himfelf,
Thefe gentlemen feem to be too honeft and reafonable
not to reward my pains; and if they give me the
hundredth part of what they promife me, it will be a
great deal.

They came to the bank of the river, and the fither=
man throwing in his net, when he drewitagain, broughty " -
up a trunk, clofe fhut, and very heavy. The caliph’
made the grand vizier pay him 1co fequins immediatelys &
and fent him away. Mefrour, by his mafter’s orde :
carried the trunk on his4houlder, and the calipit s
fo very eager to know whdt was in it, that he returned
to the palace with all fpeed. When the trunk Was
opened, they foundinita large bafket made of palme
leaves, fhut up, and the covering of it fewed wath™
red thread. To fatisfy the caliph’s impatience, tﬁ%r,{
would not take time to unrip it, but cut the thread
with a knife, and.they took out of the bafket a bundle
wrapt up in a forry piece of hanging, and bound
about with a rope; which being untied, and the bun-
dle opened, they found, to their great amazement, the
corple of a young lady, whiter than {now, all cut in

jecess

Scheherazade fopt here, becanfe fhe faw it was day,
and next night.continued it thus :

The Ninety-firjt Night.
IR, your majefty may imagine a great deal better
than Iam able to exprefs it, the altonifhment of the
caliph at this dreadful fpecacle : His furprize was in-
flantly changed into paffion, and darting an angry
look at the vizier, Ah! thon wretch, faid he, is thia
your infpection into the actions of my people ¢ Do they
commit fuch impious murders under thy miniftry in my
capital city, and throw my fubjets into the Tygris,
that they may cry for vengeance againft me at the day
of judgment ? If thou doft not fpeedily revenge the
murder of this woman, by the death of her mur-
derer, 1 {wear by heaven, that I will canfe thee to
be hanged, and forty more of thy kindred, Comman-
der
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der of the faithful, replied the grand vizier, I beg your
majefty togrant me time to make enquiry. I will allow
thee no more; faid the caliph, than three days ; there-
fore thou muft look to it.

The vizier Giafar went home in great confufion of
mind. Alas! faid he, how is it pofiible that in {uch
a vaft and populous city as Bagdad, I fhould be able
to dete€t a murderer, who undoubtedly committed the
‘crime without witnefs, and perhaps may be already
_gone from hence? Any other but I would take fome

wretched perfon out of prifon, and caufe him to die,

" to fatisfy the caliph; but I will not burden my con-
fcience with fuch a barbarous a&ion, I wili rather die
than fave my life at that rate.

- He ordered the officers of the police and juflice to
make ftri& fearch for the criminaly they fent their
“fervants abount, and they themfelves were not idle, for
they were no lefs concerned in this matter than the
vizier. Butall their endeavoursturned to nothing, what
pains foever they took they could not find out the mur-
derer ; {o that the vizier concluded his life to be gone,
unlefs fome remarkable providence hindered it.

The third day being come, an officer came to this
unfortunate minifter, with a fummons to follow him,
which the vizier obeyed. The caliph atked him for
the murderer. He anfwered with tears in his eyes,
Commander of the faithful, I have notfound any per-
fon that could give me the leaft account of him. The
caliph, full of fury and rage, gave him many reproach-

ful words, and ordered that

¥ The Bermecides awere he and forty Bermecides *
a family comeout of Per- more fhould be hanged up at
Sfia; and of them the the gate of the palace,
grand vizierawasdefcend- In the mean while,  the
ed. gibbets were preparing, and
R orders were fent to feize forty
‘Bermecides more in their houfes; a publick crier was
fent about the city to cry thus, by the caliph’s order,
Thofe who have a defire to fee the grand vizier Giafar
hanged, and forty more Bermicides of hiskindred, let
them come to the {quare before the palace. -

When all things were ready, the criminal judge, and

3 a great
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a great many officers belonging to the palace brought
out the grand vizier with the forty Bermecides, and
fet each of them at the foot of the gibbet defigned for
them, and a rope was put about each of ‘their necks.
The multitude of people that filled the fquare, conld
not without grief and tears behold this tragical fight;
for the grand vizier and the Bermecides were loved and
honoured on account of their probity, bounty, and
impartiality, not only in Bagdad, but through all the
dominions of the caliph, ;

Nothing could prevent the execution of this prince’s
too fevere and irrevocable fentence, and the lives of
- the honefteft people in the city were juft going to be
taken away, when a young man of handfome mein, and
good apparel, prefled through the croud till he came
where the grand vizier was, and after he kiffed his
hand, faid, Moft excellent vizier, chief of the emirs of
this court, and comforter of the poor; you are not -
§uil|‘:y of the crime for which you ftand here. With-

raw, and let me expiate the death of the lady that
was thrown into the Tygris. ’Tis I who murdered her,
and I deferve to be punifhed for it.

Tho’ thofe words occafioned great joy to the vizier,
yet he could not but pity the young man, in whofe
look he faw fomething that inftead of being ominous,
was engaging : But as he was about to anfwer him, a
tall man pretty well in years, who had likewife forced
his way through the crond, came up to him, faying, Sir,
'do not believe what this young man tells you, 1 killed
that lady who was found in the trunk, and this punifh-
ment ought only to fall upon me. I conjure you in
the name of God, not to punifh the innocent for the
guilty. Sir, fays the young man to the vizier, I do
proteft that I am he who committed this vile a&, and
nobody elfe had any hand in it. My fon, faid the
old man, ’tis defpair that brought you hither, and you
would anticipate your deftiny, I have lived a long
while in the world, and ’tis time for me to be gone ;
let me therefore facrifice my life for your’s. Sir, faid he
again to the vizier, I tell you once more I am the mur~
derer, let me die without any more ado.

The controverfy between the old man and the young

- one
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one, obliged the grand vizier Giafar to carry themboth
before the caliph, which the judge criminal confented
to, being very glad to ferve the vizier. When he came
before the prince, he kiffed the ground feven times,
and fpake after this manner: Commander of the faith-
ful, I have brought here before your majefty this old
man and this young man, who both confefs themfelves
to be the fole murderers of the lady. Then the caliph
alked the criminals which of them it was that focruelly
murdered the lady, and theew, her into the Tygris ¢
_The young man affured him it was he, but the old man
maintained the contrary. Go, fays the caliph to the
grand vizier, and caufe them both to be hanged. But,
Sir, fays the vizier if only one of them be guilty, it
would be unjuft to take the lives of both. At thefe
words the young man fpoke again, I fwear by the great
God, who has raifed the heavens fo high as they be,
thatI am the man whokilled the lady, cut her in quar-
ters and threw her into the Tygris about four days ago.
1 renounce my part of happinefs amongft the juft at the
day of judgement, if what I fay be not truth; therefore
‘I am he that ought to fuffer. The caliph being {urpriz~
ed at this oath, believed him ; efpecially fince the old
man made no anfwer to this. Whereupon, turning to
the young man, Thon wretch, faid he, what was it
that made thee commit that deteftable crime, and what
is it that moves thee to offer thyfelf volantarily to die 2
Commander of the faithful, faid he, if all that has
aft between that lady and me were fet down ifi writing,
it would be a hiftory that might be very ufeful for
other men. I command thee thex (o relate 1t, faid the
caliph. The young man obeyed, and began. His
hiftory was thus:
Scheherazade would have gone on, but fhe was
obliged to defer it to the night following.

. w. The Ninety-fecond Nights
~Chahriar prevented the Sultanefs, and defired to
know what the young man’s {peech was to Haroun
Alrafchid. Sir, {aid Scheherazade, the words he fpoke

re thefe : ;
we Yot
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The ory of the Lady that awas murthered, and of the
kg young Man her Hufband.

Ommander of the faithful, your majefty may be
pleafed to know, that this murdered lady was my
wile, the daughter of this old man yon fee here, who
is my own uncle by the father’s fide.. She was not
above twelve years old when he gave her to me, and it
is noweleven years ago. Ihave three children by her,
all boys, yet alive, and I muft do her that juftice to
{fay, that fhe never gave mcthe leaft occafion for offence;
fhe was chatte, of good behaviour, and made it her
avhole bufinefs to pleafe me. And for my part I loved
hier entirely, and rather prevented her in granting any
thing fne defired, than oppofed it. -

About two months ago fhe fell fick; I took all
‘imaginable care of her, and fpared nothing that could
procure her a fpeedy recovery: After a month fhe
began to grow better, and had a mind to go to the
bagnio. Before fhe wentout of the houfe, Coufin, faid
fhe (for fo fhe ufed to call me out of familiarity) Ilong
for fome apples, if you would get me any, you would
pleafe me extremely. Ihave longed for them a great '
while, and I muft own ’tis come to that height, that
if I be not fatisfied very foon, 1 fear fome misfortune
will befal me. With all my heart, faid I, I will do
wll that’s in my power to make you eafy.

I went immediately round all the markets and fhops
in the town to feek for apples, but I could not get
one, though Ioffered to pay a fequin a-piece. 'I re=
turned home very much diflatisfied at my difappoint-
ment ; and for my wife, when fhe returned from the
bagnio, and faw no apples, fhe became fo very unealy,
that fhe could not fleep all night: 1 got up betimes in
the morning, and went through all the gardens, but
had no better fuccefs than the day before; only I hap-
pened to meet an old gardener, who told me, that all my
pains would fignify nothing, for I could not expe& to
find apples any where but in your majefty’s garden at
Balfora. Asliloved my wife paflionately, and would
not have any thing of neglect to fatisfy her chargeable
upon me. I put myfelf in a traveller’s habit, and’al‘:e;

I ha
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I had toid her my defign, I went to Ballora, and made
my journey with fo great diligence, that I returned at
the end of fifteen days, with three apples, which coft
me a fequin a-piece ; there were no more left in the
garden, fo that the gardener would let me have them
" no cheaper. AsfoonasI came home, Iprefented them
to my wife, but her longing was over, {o fhe fatisfied
herfelf with receiving them, and laid them down by
her. In the mean time fhe continued fickly, and
knew not what remedy to get for her. -

Some few days after I returned from my journey, I was
fitting in my fhop in the publick place where all forts

. of fine ftufis are fold, and faw an ugly, tall, black
flave, come in with an apple in his hand, which I
Lknew to be one of thofe I had brought from Balfora.
I had no reafon to doubt it, becaufe I was certain there
was not one to be had in all Bagdad, norin any of
the gardens about it, I called to him, and faid, Good
flave, pr’ythee tell me where thon hadft this apple?
*Tis a prefent (faid he, fmiling) from my miftrefs. I
was to {ee her to-day, and found her out of order. I

faw three apples lying by her, and afked her where fhe

had them. She tolﬁ me, The good man, her huf-
band, had made a fortnight’s journey on purpofe for
them, and brought them her. We had a collation to-
gether ; and, wﬁen I took my leave of her; I brought
away this apple that you fee.

This difcourfe put me ont,of my fenfes; I rofe, fhut
up my fhop, ran home with all fpeed, and going to my
wife’s chamber, looked immediately for the apples,
and feeing only a couple, afked what was become of
the third. Then my wife, turning ber head to the
place where the apples lay, and perceiving there were
but two, anfwered me coldly, Coufin, I know not
what is become of it. At this anfwer I did verily

- believe what the flave told me to be true; and it the

fame time, giving myfelf up to madnefs and jealoufy,

I drew my knife from my girdle, and thruft it into

the unfortunate creature’s throat, I afterwards cut off
her head, and divided her body into four quarters,

which I packed up in a bundle, and hiding it in a

bafket, fewed it up with a thread of red yarn, put all

- together
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together in a trunk, and when night came, I carried it on
my (houlder down to the Tygris, where I funk it.

The two youngeft of my children were already put
to bed and afleep, the third was gone abroad ; but at
my return, 1 found him fitting by my gate, weeping
very fore. I afked him the reafon ; Father, faid he, I
took this morning from my mother without her know-
ledge, one of thofe three apples you brought her,
and I kept it a long while; but, as I was playin
fome time ago with my little brother in the ftreet, a tal
{lave that went by, fnatched it out of my hands, and
carried it with him. I ran after him, demanding it
back, and befides told him, that it belonged to my
mother, who was fick; and that youhad made a fort-
right’s journey to fetch it; but all to no purpofe, he
would notreftore it. And whereas I fill foﬁnwcd him,
crying out ; he turned and beat me, and then ran away
as faft as ever he could from one lane to another, till
at length I loft fight of him, 1have fince been walking
without the town, expeéting your return, to pray you,
dear father, not to tell my mother of it, left it fhould
make her worfe. And when he had faid thofe words he
fell a weeping again more bitterly than before.

My fon’s difcourfe aflicted me beyond all meafure, I
then found myfelf guilty of an enormous crime, and
repented too late of having fo eafily believed the ca=
lumnies of a wretched flave, who, from what he had
learnt of my fon, invented that fatal Iye, !

My uncle here prefent, came juft at”the time to fee
his daughter, but inftead of finding her alive, under-
flood from me that fhe was dead, for I did conceal no-
thing from him ; and, without ftaying for his cenlure,
declared myfelf the greateft criminal in the world.

Upon this, inftead of reproaching me, he joined his
tears with mine, and we wept three days together with-
out intermiffion, he for the lofs of a daugher whom he
always loved tenderly; and I for the lofs of a dear
wife, of whnm_l had deprived myfelf after fo cruel a
manner, by giving too eafy credit to the report of a
lying flave.

This, Commander of the faithfl, is the fincere
confeflion your majefty commanded from me, You

have
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have heard now all the circumftances of my crime, and
I moft humbly beg of you to order the punifhment due
for it ; how fevere foever it may be, I fhall not in the
leaft complain, but efteem it too eafy and gentle,

Scheherazade perceiving day, left off fpeaking; but
next night parfued her difcourfe thus :

The Ninety-third Night.

IR, faid fhe, the caliph was very much aftonifhed

at the young man’s relation. Bat this juft prince,
finding he was rather to be pitied than condemned,
began to fpeak in his favour : This young man’s crime,
faid he, is pardonable before God, and excufable
with men. The wicked flave is the fole caufe of this
murder ; it is he alone that muft be punifhed : where-
fore, faid he, looking upon the grand vizier, I give
you three days time to find him out; if you do not
bring him within that fpace, you fhall die in his ftead.
The unfortunate Giafar, who thought himfelf now out
of danger, was terribly perplexed at this new order of
the caliph; but as he durft notreturn any anfwer to
this prince, whofe hafty temper he knew teo well, he
departed from his prefence, and retired to his houfe
with tearsin his eyes, perfnading himfelf he had but
three days tolive; for he was fo fully perfuaded that
he fhould not find the flave, that he made not the leaft
enquiry about him. Is it poflible, faid he, that in fuch
a city as Bagdad, where there is an infinite number of
negro {laves, I fhould be able to find him out that is’
guilty ? So that unlefs God be pleafed to bring it about,
as he hath already detefted the murderer, nothing can
fave my life.

He {pent the two firft days in mourning with his
family, who fat round him weeping and complaining
of the caliph’s cruelty. The third day being come,
he prepared himfelf to die with courage, as an honeft
‘minifter, and one that had nothing to trouble his con-
{cience ; he fent fer notaries and witnefles, who figned
the laft will he made in their prefence. After which he
took leave of his wifeand children, and bid them the”

lat farewel.  All his family were drowned in t\‘:am:,h fo
that
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that there never was a more forrowful fpe&aclg. At
~ laft the meflenger came from the caliph to tell him that
e was out of all patience, having heard nothing from
him, nor concerning the negro flave, which he had
commanded him to {earch for; I am therefore ordered,
faid he, to bring you before his throne. The afflicted
viziet made ready to follow the meflenger; but as he
was going out, they brought him his youngeft daughter,
about five or fix years of age. The nurfes that attend-
ed her, prefented her to her father to receive his laft
blefling.

As he had a particularlove for that child, he prayed
the meflenger to give him leave to ftop for a moment, .
and taking his daughterin hisarms, hekifled her feveral
times : as he kiffed her, he per- :
ceived fhe hadfomewhat in her  * Thir word fignifies
bofom that looked bulky, and iz Arabick, Bafilick,
had a fweet fcent. My dearlit- ar odoriferous - plant,
tle one, {aid he, what haft thouw and the Arabians cale
in thy bofom ? My dear father, their flaves by this
{aid fhe, ’tis an apple, upon mame, ar the cufton
which is written the name of in France is to give
our lord and mafter the caliph ; the name of Fefamin
our flave * Rihan fold it me for 0 a foorman.

- - two fequins,

At thefe words Apple and Slave, the grand vizier crie
ed out with furprize, intermixed with joy, and putting
. his hand into the child’s bofom, pulled out the apple.
He caufed the flave, who was not far off, to be brought
immediately, and when he came, Rafcal, faid he, where
hadt thou this apple ? My lord, faid the flave, I fivear
to you that I neither fiole it in your houfe, nor out of
the commander of the faithful's garden; but t’other
day, as I was going along a ftreet, where three or four
{mall children were at play, one of them having it in
his hand, I fnatched it from him, and cartied it away.,
The child ran after me, telling me it was none of his
own, but belonged to his mother, who was fick; and
that his father, to {ave her longing, had made a lon
Jjourney, and brought home three apples, whereof this
was one, which he had taken from his mother without _
her knowledge, FHe faid what ke could to make me

Yor. L, ; & g-i'&
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giveit him back, but I would not { and {o brought if
home, and fold it for rwo fequins to the little lady,,
your daughter; and this is the whole’ truth of the
matter. .

Giafar could not enough admire how the roguery of
a flave had been the ‘caufe of an innocent woman’s
death, and almoft of his own. He carried the {lave

- along with him, and when he came before the caliph,
he gave that rince an exaft account of all thas the
flave had told him, and the chance that had brought him-
to the difcovery of his crime.

Never was any furprize o Freat as that of the caliph,
yer he could not prevent himfelf from falling into ex-
ceflive fits of laughter. At laft he recovered himfelf,
and with a ferious mein told the vizier, That fince his
flave had been theoccafion of a ftrange accident, he de-
ferved an exemplary punifhment. Sir, [ maft own it,
faid the vizier, but his guilt is not irremifiible ; I re-

member a ftrange flory of a

* Noarreddin figni- vizier of Cairo, called * Nour-
fies in Arabick the reddin Ali, and ¥ Bedreddin

dight of religion, Haffan of Balfora, and fince

"+ AndBefireddinthe your majefty delights to hear

full moon of religion. . {uch things, I am ready to tell
_it,. upon condition that if your

majefty finds it more aftonithing than that which gives
~me occafion to tell it, you will be pleafed to pardon my

. flave. Iam content, {aid the caliph; but you under-
take a hard tafk, for I do not believe you can fave your
flave, the ftory of the apples being very fingular. Upon
this, Giafar began his flory thus:

The Story of Nourreddin Ali, and Bedreddin Haffan. *

NOmmander of the “faithful, there was in former
days a fultan of Egypt, a ftri&t obferver of juftice,
gracious, merciful, and liberal, and his valour made him
terrible to his neighbours. He loved the pcor, and
proteéted the learned, whom he advanced to the higheft
dignities. This fultan had a vizier, who was prudent,
wile, fagacious, and wellverfed in other fciences. This

- minifter had two fons, very handfome men, and who in
: i 3 ' » cvery
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iwery thing followed his own footfteps. The eldeft
wag' called Schemfeddin * Mos :
hammed, and the younger Nour-  * That is to fay, the
reddin Ali. The lalt efpecially fun of religion,

was endowed with all the good

qualities that any man could have.

The vizier their father being dead, the fultan {ent fog
them, and aftet he had caufed them both o put on the
ufual robesof a vizier; I am as forry, fays he, for the
lofs of your father as you yourfelves; and becanfe I
know you live together, and love one another entirely,

| 1 will beftow his dignity upon you conjunétly, Go, and
imitate your father’s conduét. X

The two new viziers humbly thanked the fultan, and
went home to theirhoufe, tomake due preparation for
their father’s interment. They did not go abroad for
a month, and then went to court, where they appeared

| continually on council-days ; when the fultan went ot
2 hunting, one of the brothers went along with him,
| andchis honour they had by turns, One evening as they
were talking after fupper, the next day being the eldex
brother’s turn to go a hunting with the fultan, he faid
to his yoanger brother, Since neither of us is yet mar<
Tied, and that we live fo lovingly together, a” thought
iscome into my head : Let us both marry in one day, .
and let us choofe two filters out of fome family that may
foit our quality : What do you think of this fancy ?
I'muft tell yow, brother, anfered Nozrreddin Ali, thate
tis very fuitable to our friendthip ; there cannot be a
better thought; for my part, 1am ready to agree to any
thing you fhould think fit. Buthold, this is not all, fays
Schemfeddin Mohammed ; my fancy carrics me farther,
Ii Suppofe both our wives fhould- conceive the firlt nighe
l of our marriage, and fhould happea to be brought to
| bed on one day, 'your’s of a fon, and mine of a daugh-
ter, we will give themtoone another in marriage, when
they come to age. Nay, fays Nourreddin Ali-aloud, I
mudt acknowledge thar this profpe& is admirable ; fueh
a marriage will perfed our union, and 1 willingly con-
fent toit. But then, brother, fays he farthef, if this
marriage fhould happen, would you expéed that my
fon fhould festle a jointure g,? your danghjer ¢ There’s
. 2 RO
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no difficulty in that replied the other; for I am per.
{uaded, that befides the ufual articles of the marriage
contraét, you will not fail to promife, in his name at
leaft, three thoufand fequins, three good manors, and
three flaves. No, faid the younger, [ will not confent
to that; are we not brethen, and equal in title and
dignity ! Don’t youand I both know what’s juft 2 The
male being nobler than the female, it is your part to
give a large dowry with your daughter. By what I per-
-ceive, youare a man that would have your bufinefs done
:at another man’s charge. {

Although Nourreddin Ali fpoke thefe words in jeft,

his brother being of an ill temper, was offended at it,
and falling into a paffion: A mifchief upon your fon,
faid he, fince youprefer him before my daughter: I
wonder you had fo much confidence, as to believe lim
aorthy of her, you muft needs have loft your judg-
ament to think you are my equal, and fay we are
colleagues : I would have you to know, you fool, that
fince you are foimpuadent, [ would not marry my daugh-
ter to your fon, though you would give him more than
};ou are worth. This pleafant quarrel between twe

rothers about the marriage of their childen before
they were born, went fo far, that Schemfeddin Mo-
hammed concluded with threatening; Were I not to-
aorrow, fays he, to attend the fultan, I would treat
you according as you deferves but at my return, I
thall make you fenfible that it does not become a
younger brother to fpeak fo infolently to his elder
brother, as you have done to me. Upon this, he
‘;et‘;red to his apartment, and his brother went to

e -

Schemfeddin Mohammed rofe very early next morn-
ing, and goes to the palace, to attend the fultan, who
went to hunt about Cairo near the pyramids. As for
Nourreddin Ali, he was very uneafy all the night, and
confidering that it would not be poflible for him to
Tive longer with a brother, who treated him with fo
much haughtinefs, he provided a good mule, ﬁ:_rnifherl
himfelf with money, jewels, provifions, and viftuals,
and having told his people, that he was going on a pri-

vate journey for two or three days, he departed.
. When
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When he was out of Cairo, he rode by the deferc
towards Arabia ; but his mule* happening to tire by
the way, he was forced to continue his journey on foot.
A courier that was going to Balfora, by good fortune
overtaking him, took him up behind him.  As foon as
the courier came to Balfora, Noarreddin Ali alighteds,
and returned him thanks for his kindnefs: As he went
about to feek for a lodging, he faw a perfon of quality
with a great retinve coming along, to whom all the
people ihewed a mighty refpe@, and ftood flill till he
paft by, and Nowreddin Ali flopt among thereft. 'Fhiy
was the grand vizier to the fultan of Baliora, who walk-
ed thro’ the city to fee that the inhabitants kept good

order and difcipline. .

- This minifter cafting his eye by chance on Nourreddin
Ali, féund fomething extraordinary in his afpe&, looked.
very attentively upon him, and as he came near him,
and faw him in a traveller’s habit, he ftood ftill, atked
him who he'was, and from whence he came ¢ Sir, faid
Nourreddin Ali, I am an Egyptian, born at Cairo, and
have left my country, bevaufe of the unkindnefs of a
near relation, and am refolved to travel thro’ the world,

“and rather to die than return home again. ‘The grand
vizier, who wasa reverendiold gentleman, after hear—.
ing thofe words, fays to him, Son, beware, don’t purfue

‘your defign, there is nothing but mifery in the world 3
you are not fenfible of the hardfips you muit endure ;
come follow me, I may perhaps make you forget the
thing that has forced you to leave your own country.

Nourreddin Ali followed the grand vizier, who foon
perceived his good qualities, and fell fo much in love
with him, that one day he fays to him in private, My
fon, I am, asyou fee io far gone in years, that there is
no likelihood I thall live much longer., Heaven has
beftowed only one daughter upon me, who is as beau-
tiful as you are handiome, and now fic for marriage..
Several people of the greatelt quality at this court have.
defired her. for their fons; but [ could not grant their

* requeft, 1 havea love for yow, and think you fo wor-

thy to be received into my family, that, prefcrring you
before all thofe that have fought her, | am ready to
accept you formy fon-in-law: If you like the propo-

SR e et N i fal,
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fal, 1 will acquaint the (ultan my mafter that I ‘have
adopted you by this marriage, and I will pray him to
. grant you thereverfion of my dignity of grand vizier in
the kingdom of Balfora. 1In the mean time nothing
being more requifite for me, than eafe in my old age, [
.will not only put-youin poffeflion of my eftate ; but
leave the adminiftration of publick affairs to your
management. : )

When the grand vizier had made an end of this kind

and generous propofal, Nourreddin Al fell at his feer,
and exprefling himfelf in terms that demonftrated his
joy and gratitade, told the vizier, that he was at his
command in every thing. Upon this the vizier fent for
his chief domelticks, ordered them to furnith the great
hall of his palace, and prepare a great feaft ; he after-
wards fent to invite the nobility of the court and city,
to honour him with their company ; andwhen they were
all met (Noureddin Ali having now told him who he
was) he faid to thofe lords, for he thought it proper ‘to
fpeak thus, on purpofe to fatisfy fuch of them to whom
he had refufed his alliance ; I am now, my lords, to
difcover a thing to you, which hitherto [ have kept
fecret, I have a brother, who is grand vizier to the
fultan of Egypt, asT am to the fultan of this kingdom,
This brother has bat one fon; whom he would not mar-
ry in the court of Egypt, but fent him hither to marry
my daughter, that ioth our branches may be re-united,
His fon, whom I knew to besmy nephew, as foon as I
faw him, is the young genticman I here prefent to you,
and isto be my fon-in-law. I hope you will do me
the honour to be prefent at his wedding, which 1 am
refolved to celebrate this day. The noblemen, who
could not take it ill that he preferred his nephew before
all the great matches that had been propofed to him,
faid, that he Aad very good reafon for what he did,
were willing to be witnefles to the ceremony, and with-
ed that God might prolong his days to enjoy the fatis-
fattion of the happy match. - )

Here Scheherazade broke off, becaule day appeared,
and next night refumed her ftory. ;

S The
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The 'Ninety-fourth Night.

IR, faid fhe, the grand vizier Giafar, continued his

ftory to the caliph thus: T'be lords met ag the vizier . -

of Balfora’s houfe, having teflifyed theirfatistaltipn atthe
marriage of his danghter with Nearreddin Ali, fat down
to dinner, which laited a long while; and the latter.
courfe was {weet-meats, of which every one, according
to cuftom, took what they thought fit. The notaries
came in with the marriage contra@t, the chief lorde
figned it, and when the company departed, the grand
vizier ordered his fervants to prepare abagnio,and had
every thing in readinefs for Nousreddin Ali to bathe, He
had fine new linen, andevery thing elfe provided for
him in the moft curious manner : When he had wathed
- and dried himfelf, he was'going to put on his former
apparel, but had an extraordinary rich fuit brought him.
. Being drefled and perfumed with the moft odoriferous
effences, he went to fee the grand vizier, his father-in-
law, who was exceeding well pleafed with his genteel
mein 3 and having made him fit down, My fon, faid he
you have declared unto me who you dre, and the quali-
ty you had at the court of Egypt. You have alfo told
me of adifference betwixt you and your brother, which
occafioned you to leave your country, I defire you to
make me your entire confidant, amd to acquaint me
with the caufe of your quarrel; fornow you have no
reafon, either to doubt me, or to conceal any thing
from me.

Nourreddin Aligave him an account of every circum-
france of the quarrel; at which the vizier burft out
into a fit of laughter, and faid, this is one of ‘the
oddeft things that 1 ever heard : Is it poflible, my fon,
that your quarrel fhould rife fo high about an imaginary
marriage? I am forry you fell out with your elder
brother upon fuch a frivolous matter ; but Ifind he is
in the wrong to be angry at what you only {poke in jeft,
and I ought to thank heaven for that difference which
hds procured me fuch a fon-in-law. But, faid the old
gentlemqn, ’tis late, and time for you to retire; goto
your bride, my fon; fhe expets you: To-morrow I

\ N 4 will
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will prefent you to the fultan, and hope he will re.
ceive you in fuch a manner as fhall fatisfy us both.

Nourreddin Ali took leave of his father-in-law, and
went to his fpoufe’s apartment.  Itis remarkable, con-
tinued Giafar, that Schemfeddin Mohammed happened
alfo to marry at Cairo the very fame day that this mar-
riage was foleémnized at Balfora, the particulars of
which are 4s follow :

After Nourreddin Ali left Cairo, with an intention
never to return, Schemfeddin Mohammed, his elder
‘brother, who was gone a hunting with the fultan of
Egypt, did not come back in a month; for the fultan
loved that game extremely, and therefore continugd the
dport all that while. Schemfeddin at his return, ran
to Nourreddin Ali’s apartment, but was much farprized
when he underftood, that under pretence of taking a
journey of two or three days, he weat away on 2 mule
the fame day that the fultan went a hunting, and had
never appeared fince, It vexed him {o much the more,
becaufe he did not doubt but the hard words he had given
him was the caufe of his going away. He fent a
meflenger in fearch of him, who went to Damafcus,
and as far as Aleppo, bat Nourreddin was then at Bal=
foras. When the courier returned and brought word that
heheard no news of him, Schemfeddin Mohammed in-
tended to make further enquiry after him in other parts,
and in the mean time had a fancy to marry, and match-
ed with the daughter of one of the greateft lords in
Cairo, upon the fame day his brother married the

daughter of the grand vizier of Balfora.

But this is not all, faid Giafar, at the end of nine
months Schemfeddin Mohammed’s wife was brought to
bed of 2 daughter at Cairo,, and on the fame day Nou-
reddin’s wife brought forth a fon at Balfora, who was
called Bedreddin I%aﬂ‘zm.

‘The grand vizier of Balfora teftified"his joy, by great
" gifts and publick entertainments for the birth of his
grandfon.  Andtofnew his fon in law the great efteem:
hehad for him, he went to the palace, and moft hum-

bly begged of the fultan to grant Nourreddin Ali his
office, that he might have the comfort before his death
to fee his fon-in-law made grand vizier in his Itcad:mI

A § ¢
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* The fultan, who had taken a great liking to Nou-
_reddin, when liis father prefented him after hismarriages
and had ever fince heard every body fpeak well of him:,.
readily granted his father-in-law’s requeft, and caufed:
Nourreddin immediately to put on the robe of a grand
“vizier, ;

The next day, when the father faw his fon-in-law
prefide in council, as he himfelfhad done, and perform.

" all the offices of a grand vizier, his joy was compleat.
Nourreddin Ali behaved himfelf fo well in every thing,
that one would have thought he had been all his life~
time employed in fuch affairs: He continued afterwards
to aflit in council every time, when the infirmities of
age would not permit his father-in-law to appear.

The old gentleman died about four years after with
great fatisfaction, to fee a branch of his family that pro-

" mifed fo fair to {fupport the grandeur of it.

Nourreddin Ali performed his laft duty to him with
all poflible lové and gratitude. And as foon as his fon
Bedreddin Haffan, had attained to feven years of age,

"he provided him a moft excellent tutor, who taught him
firch things as became his birth. The child had a ready
wit, and 2 genius capable of receiving all the good in-
firu&ions that could be given. :

Scheherazade was going on, but perceiving day, fhe
put an end to the diicourfe, and refumed it thus the
night following: . -~ %, 3

The Ninesy-fifth Nights

IR, the vizier Giafar contipuing his ftory, told the
c_alish, thatafter Bedreddin Haffan had been two
years under the tuition of his mafter, who taught him
peirfedtly to read, he learnt the Alcoran by heart.  His
father Nourreddin Ali put him afterwards to other tu-
tors, by whom his mind wascultivated tofuch a degree,
that when he was twelve years of age he had no more
occafion for them. And then as his phyfiognomy pro-
;qi{ed wonders, he was admired by a.l? that looked upon:

im. *
Hitherto Noureddin Ali had kept him to his ftudy,.
and had notyet brought him in publick; but now he
Ngs carrieds
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earried him to the palace,on purpofeto have the honoup
of kifling the fultan’s hand, who received him very
gracionfly. The pecple that faw him in the ftreets
were charmed with his genteel mein, and gave him a
thoufand bleflings. ~

His father propofing to make him capable of fupply-
ing his place, fpared no coft for that end, and broug{;t
him up to bafinefs of the greateft moment, on purpofe
to qualify him betimes, In fhort, he omitted nothing to
advancea fon heloved fowell. Butas he began to enjoy
the fruits of his labour, he was all of a fudden taken
with a violent fit of ficknefs ; and finding himfelf paft
recovery, difpofed himfelf to die a good muflfelman.

In that laft and precions moment he forgot not his
fon Bedreddin,-but called for him, and faid, My fon,
you fee this world is tranfitory, there isnothing durable
-but that which I fhall fpeedily go to. You muft there-
fore from henceforth begin to fit yourfelf for -this
change, as'I have done ; you muit prepare for it with-
out murmuring, and{o as to have no trouble of con-
icience for not aéting the part of a real honeft man.
As for your religion, you are fufficiently inflruéted in it,
by what you have learnt from your tutors, and your
own {Iudy; and as to what belongs to an honeft man,
1 thall give you fome inftructions, which I hope you
will make good ufe of. As it is a neceffary thing to
know one’s felf, and that you cannot come to that
- knowledge, without you firft underftand whom 1 am,
1 fhall now tell it you.

I am (fays he) a native of Egypt; my father, your
grandfather, was firlt minifter to the fultan of that king-
dom. I myfelf had the honour to be vizier to that {fame
fultan, and fo has my brother, your uncle, who I fup-
pofe is yetalive ; hisname is Schemfeddin Mohammed.
I was obliged to leave him, and come iato this coun-
fry, where I have raifed myfelf to the high dignity I
now enjoy. Butyou will underftand all thefe matters
more fully by a manufeript that I fhall give you.

At the fame time, Nourreddin Ali pulled out his
pocket-boak, which he had written with hisown hand,
and carried always abouthim, and giving it to Bedreddin +
Haffan, '[ake it (faid he) and read it at your leifure ;

: 3 gl
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you will find, among other things, the day of my mar-
riage, and that of your birth ; thefe are fuch circam-
flances, as perhaps you may hereafter have occafion to
know, therefore yon muft keep it very carefully.

Bedreddin Haffan being moft afflicied to fee his fi}-
~ ther in that condition, and fenfibly touched with this
difcourfe, could not but weep when he.rcccwcd the
pocket-book, and promifed at the fame time never to
part with it, : fghiiy :

That very moment Nourreddin' Ali fainted, fo that it
was thought he would have expired ; but he came.to!
himfelf again, and uttered thefe words: 5

My fon, fays he, the firlt inftraétion I give you, 15,
Not to make yourfelf familiar with all forts of people.
. The way to live happy is to keep your mind to yourfelf,-
and not to tell your thoughts eafily,: a_"

Secondly, Not to do violence to any body whatever,
for in that cafe you will draw every body’s hatred upon
you. You ought to confider the world as a creditor,
to whom you owe moderation, compaflion, and forbear-
ance..

Thirdly, Not tofay a word. when you are reproach. "
ed; for, as the proverb {ays, He that keeps filence is
out of danger.. And in this cafe particularly you oaght-
to practife it. You alfo know what one of oar poets
fays upon this fubjeét, That filence is the ornament:
and fafe-guard of life ; T'hat our {peech qught not ta be
like a ftorm of rainthat {poils all,  Never did.-any man’
yet repent. of having fpoke too little whereas maifly
have been forry that they fpoke fo much.

Fourthly, To drink no wine, for.that is: the {fource
of all vices.

Fifthly, - To be frugal in your' way ofliving if you
do not fquander your eftate away, it will maintain you
in time of neceflity. I do. not mean you fhould be
either tog liberal or too niggardly; for tho’ you have:
never folittle, if you hufbandit well, and lay it out on
proper occafions, you fhall have many friends ? batif
on the contrary you have great riches, and make but a-
bad ufe of them, all the world will forfake- you, and
leave you to yourfelf,

; o) (5 TR RN
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In thort, Nourreddin Ali continued till the laft mo»
ment of his breath to give good advice tohis fon ; and:
when he was dead, he was magnificently interred.

Scheherazade ftopt her difcourfe here, becaufe fhe faw
day, and deferred the refidue of her ftory tillnext night..

The Ninety-fixth Night,

HE Sultanefs of the Indies being awaked by her

filter Dinarzade at the ufual hour, fhe addreffed.

‘herfelf to Schahriar. Sir, faid fhe, the caliph was very

well {atisfied to hear the grand vizier Giafar relate his
flory, and he continued it thus:

Nourreddin Ali was buried with all the honours due
to his quality. Bedreddin Haffan of Balfora, for fo he
was called, becaufe born in that town, was {o over-
whelmed with grief for the death of his father, that in-
ftead of a month’s time to mourn, according to cuftom,
he kept himfelf clofe fhut up in tearsand folitude about
two months, without feeing any body, or fo much as
going abroad to pay his duty to the fultan of Balfora.;
who being difpleafed at his negleét, looked upon it as a.
flight put on his court and perfon, fuffered his paffion
to prevail, and in his fury, called for the new grand
vizier, (for he had created 2 new one as focon as Nou-
reddin Ali died) commanded him to go to the houfe of:
the deceafed, and {eize upon it, with all his other houfes,
lands, and effefs, without leaving any thing for Bed-’
ﬁddin Haflan, and to bring him prifoner along with.

m..

The new grand vizier,. accompanied with a great .
many meflengers belonging to the palace, juftices,- and:
other officers, went immeﬁiately to execute his com-
miflion. But one of Bedreddin Haffan’s flaves happen-
ing accidentally to come into the crowd, no fooner un-
derftood the vizier’s errand, but he ran before in all
hafte to give his mafter warning,. He foand him fitting
in the porch of his houfe, as melancholy asif his father-
had been but newly dead.. He fell down at his feet out:
of breath, and after he had kiffed the hem of his gar-
ment, cried.out, My lord, {ave yourfelf immediately.
Bedreddin Haflan, lifting up his head, What's the mta t-

3 2 Cry
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ter, what news doft thou bring? My lord, faid he,.
there is no time to be loft ; the fultan is horribly incenfed.-
againft you, and he has fent peopleto take all you have,
and alfo to feize your perfon.

The words of this faithful and affeftionate flave, put
Bedreddin Haffan into great confufieri ; May not I have
{fo much time, faid he, as to takefome money and jewels.
along with me? No, Sir, replied the flave, the grand.
wizier will be here thismoment. Be goneimmediately,.
fave yourfelf. Bedreddin Haffan rofe up-from his fofa
in all hafte, -put his feet in his{andals, and after he had
covered his head, with the tail of his gown, that his

face might not be known, he fled, without knowing
what way to go, to avoid the impending danger.

The firft thought that came into his head, was to get
ont of the next gate with all fpeed, He ran withont _
flopping till he came to the pablick church-yard, and
fince it was growing dark, he refolved to pafs that night
on his father’s tomb. It was a large edifice, in form

" of a dome, which Nourreddin Ali ﬁuil:‘ when he was:
alive. Bedreddin met a very rich jew by the way, who.
was a banker and merchant, and was returning from a.
lace where his affairs had called him to the city.

The Jew, knowing Bedreddin, halted, and faluted
him very courteoufly. Day begginning to appear as.
Scheherazade fpoke thefe words, fhe put it off till next
night, when fhe refumed her difcourfe again..

The Nx"r:e.'j!-jc'ﬂmfb Nights.

IR, f2jd fhe, the caliph was very attentive to the:
grand vizier’s difcourfe, who went on after this«
manner: Ifaac the Jew,. after he had paid his refpedts,
“ to Bedreddin Haflan, by kifiing his hand, fays, My
lord, dare I befo bold to afk whither you are going at
this time of night all alone, and fo much troubled?
Has any thing difquieted you ? Yes, faid Bedreddin, a.
while agod wasafleep, and my father appeared to me
in a dream, looking very fiercely upon me, as if he
were extraordinary angry. I Rarted ‘out of my fleep
very much frightened, and ¢ame out immediately to go

and pray upon his tomb, LA
My



298  ArasasiaN Nicurs
My lord, faid the Jew, (who did not know the trae

veafon why Bedreddin left the town) your father of
happy memory, and my good lord, had ftore of mer-
chandize in {feveral veflels, which are yert at fea, and
belong to you; I beg the favour of you to grant me
the firft refufal of ghem before any other merchant, I
am able to pay down ready money for all the goods .
that are in yduf fhips : And to begin, if youwill give
me thofe that happen to come inthe firlt fhip that ar-
rives in fafety, 1 will pay you down in part of‘Paymcnt
a thoufand fequins. And drawing out a bag from un-
der his 'gown, he fhewed it him fealed up with one
feal.

Bedreddin Haflan. being banifhed from home, and
difpoffeffed of all that he had in. the world, looked
upon this propofal of the Jew’s as a faveur from heaven,
and therefore accepted it with. a great deal of joy..
My lord; faid the Jew, then you fell unto me for 1000
fequins, the lading of the firft of your fhips that fhall
arrive in port. Yes, anfivered Bedreddin, I fell itto
you for a 1000 fequins ; it is done. Upon this the Jew
delivered him the bag of 1000 {equins, and offered to-
count thems but Bedreddin Haflan {aved him the trou-
ble, and faid, he.would truft his word. Since itis {o,
my lord, faid he, be pleafed to favour me with a fmall.
note in writing of the bargain we have made. And.
having faid this, he pulled the inkhorn from his girdle,.
and taking a {fmall reed out of it neatly cut for writing,.
he prefented it to him with a piece of. paper he took.
out of his letter-cafe: and whilfl he held the ink-horn,.

Bedreddin Haffan wrote thefe words.

¢ This writing is to teitify, that Bedreddin Haflan
¢ of Baliora has {old to Ifaac the Jew, for the fum of
¢ one thoufand{equins, rcceived in hand, thelading of
* the firlt of his fhips that fhall arrive in this port.”

‘¢ Bedreddin Haflan of Balfora,’”
This note he delivered to the Jew, who put it in his.
letter-cafe, and then took his leave of him.

" While Ifaac purfued hisjourney to the city, Bedred-
did made the beft of his way to his father Nourreddin
Ali’s tormb. When he came to it, he bowed his face
to the. ground, and, with. his eyes full of tears, de-

Y plored:
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plored his miferable condition. Alas! faid he, unfor-

tunate Bedreddin, what will becomeof thee ? Whither

canft thou fly for refuge againft the unjuft prince that

perfecutes thee ? Was it not enough to be afflicted for
the death of fo dear a father ? Malt fortune needs add.
new misfortunes to juft complaints 2 He continued a
Yong time in this pofture, but at lat rofe up again, and
leaning his head upon his father’s fepulchre, his forrows.
returned more violeatly than before ; fo that he fighed

and mourned, till, overcome with heayinefs, he &retched.
himfelf all along upon the floor, and fell afleep.

He had not flept long, tilk a genie, who had retired.
to that chorch-yard during the day, and was intending,
according to his cuftom, to range about the world at
night, elpying this young man in Nourreddin: Ali’s.
tomb ; he entered, and finding Bedreddin lying on his.
back, was furprized at his beauty, 3

Day-light appeared, and prevented Scheherazade’s.
going on with her flory, but next night at the ufual:
hour fhe continued it thus:

The Ninety-cighth Nights -
WHEN the genie had attentively confidéred’

Bedreddim Haffan, he faid to himfelf, To.

judge ofthis creagure by his good mein, he would feem

to be an angel of the terrefirial paradife, whom God:

has fent to put the world in a flame with his beauty.
At laft, after he had fatisfied himfelf with looking upon
him, he took a flight into the air, where meeting by
chance with a fairy, they falated one another; after
which he faid to her, Pray defcend with me into the
church-yard, whereI ftay, and I will fhew you a pro-.
digious beauty, which is worthy your admiration” as.
well as mine. . The fairy confented, and both defcend-
ed in aa inflant ; they came into the tomb. Look ye,
faid the genie to the fairy, fhewing her Bedreddin
Haffan, Did yousever fee a young man of a better

fhape, and more beautiful than this? :

‘The fairy, having attentively obferved Bedreddin
returned to the genie ; I muft confefs, faid fhe, that
he’s a very handfome man, but I juft now came from
5 feeing
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feeing an obje at Cairo, more admirable than this;
-and if you will hear me, I will tell you a ftrange flory
concerning her. You will very- much oblige me in {o-
~doing, anfwered the genie. You muit know then, faid
the fairy, (for T'will tell it you at length) that the ful-
tan of Egypt has a vizier called Schemfeddin Moham-
med, who has a daughter of about twenty years of age,
the moft beautiful and complete perfon that ever was
known. The fultan having heard of this young lady’s
beauty, fent the other day for her father, and told him,
I underftand you have a daughter to marry; I have 3
mind to marry her: Will not you cenfeat to it Fhe
vizier, who did not exped this propofal, was troubled
~at it, and inftead of accepting it joyfally, which another
in his place would certainly have done, he anfwvered
the fultan ; May it pleafe your majefty, I am not wor-
thy of the honour you confer upon me; and 1 molt
humbly befeech you to pardonme, if I do not agree to.
your requeft. You know I had a brother calied Nour-
reddin Ali, who had the honour, as well as myfelf, to
be one of your viziers: We had fome differences toge-~
ther, which was the caufe of his leaving me on afadden,
and fince that time I have had no account of him till
within thefe four days, that Iheard he died at Balfora,.
being grand vizier to thefultan of that kingdom.

He has left a fon behind him, and there having been:
an agreement between us to matclt our children together,
f ever we had any, I am perfuaded he intended that
match when he died; and being defirous to fulfil the
promife on my part, I conjure your majefty to grantme
leave. You have in your court many other lords, who
have daughters as well as I, on whom yon may pleafe
to beftow that honour.

The fultan of Egypt was.incenfed againft Schemfed-
din Mohammed tothe higheft degree.

Here Scheherazade ftopt, becaufe day appeared, and:

- mext night refumed her flory; ftill perionating the
vizier Giafar fpeaking to Haroun. Alrafchid the ca-

liph..

The
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The Ninety-minth Night.

THE fultan of Egypt, provoked at this bold denial
of Schemfeddin Mohammed, fays to him in pat
fion which he could not reftrain; Is this the way you re=
quite my- propofal to ftoop {o low as to defire your al-
hance; Lknow how to revenge your daring to prefer
“another to me, and - fivear that your daughter fhall be
_married to the moft contemptible and ugly of all my
flaves. And, having [poken thofe words, he angrily bid.
the vizier be gone, who went home to his houfe full of -
confafion, and extraordinary fad. : :
Thisvery day the fultan feat for one of his grooms,
who is hump-backed, big-bellyed, crook-legg’d, and as
ugly as a hobgoblin; 4nd after having commanded
Schemfeddin Mohammed to confent to marry his dangh~
ter to this ghattly flave, he caufed the contra&k to be
made and figned by witnefles in his own prefence. The
preparations for this fantaftical wedding are all ready,
and this very moment all the {laves belonging to thelords
of the court of Egypt are waiting at the door.of a bag-
nio, each with a flambeau in his hand, for the crooke
* back’d groom, who is bathing himfelf, to go along with
them to his bride, who is already dreffed to receive
him 3 and when 1 departed from Cairo, the ladies met
for that purpofe were going to condud her in her nup-
tial attire to the hall, where fhe is to receive her hump-
backed bridegroom, and is this minute now expeting
him. I have feen her, and do aflure you, that no per-
fon can look upon her without admiration.

When the fairy left off {peaking, the genie fays to
her, Whatever you think or fay, I cannot be pérfuaded
that the girl’s beauty exceeds that of this young man, I
will not difpute it with you, anfivered the fairy ; for
¥ muft confefs he deferves to be married to that charm-
ing creature, which they defign for hamp-back. And
I think it were a deed worthy of us to obftrult the
fultan of Egypt’s injuftice, and put this'young gentle-
man in the room of the flave. Youare in the right, an-
fwered the genie; I am extremely obliged to you for
fo good a thought;; let us deceive him. I'confentto your
revenge upon the fultan of Egypt; let.us comfort a dif-

: trefled
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trefled father, and make his daughter as happy as the
thinks herfelf miferable; I'will do my utmoft endeavour
to make this projeft take, and 1 am perfuaded, you
will not be backward. I will be at the painsto carry
him to Cairo, before he awake, and afterwards leave 1t
to your care, to carry him elfewhere, when we have ac-
complifhed our defign.
The fairy and the genie having thus concerted what
they had to do, the genie lifted up Bedreddin Haflan
gently, and with an incoaceivable fwiftnefs, carried him
throngh the air, and fet him down at the door of a pub-
lick houfe next to the bagnio, whence hump-back was
to come with the train of flaves that waited for him.
Bedreddin Haffan awaked that very moment, and was
mightily furprized to find hintfelf in the middle of a city
he knew not; he was a going to cry out, and to afk
where he was; but the genie tonched him gently on the
fhoulder, and forbid him to fpeak a word. Then he
put a torch in his hand, and bid him go and mix with
the crowd at the bagnio-door and follow them till you
come into a hall, where they are going to cclebrate a
marriage. The bride-groom is a hump-backed fellow,.
and by that you will eafily know him. Put yourfelf at
the right hand as you go in, and then immediately
open the purfe of fequins you have in your bofom, and
diftribute em among the muficians and dancers, as they
go along; and when you are got into the hall, give
money alfo to the female {laves you fee about the bride,,
when they come near you; but every time you put
iour hand in yeur purfe, be fure to take out a whole
andful, and do not fpare them. Obferve to do every
thing exattly as I have told you, with great prefence of -
mind ; be not afraid of any perfon or thing, and leave
the reft to a faperior power, who will order matters as
he thinks fit.

“Young Bedreddin, being well inftruéted in all that he
was to do, advanced towards the daor of the bagnio :
the firfk thing he did was to light his torch as that of a
flave ; and then mixing among them as if he belonged
to fome noblemen of Cairo, he marched along as they
did, and followed hump-back; who came out of the
bagnio, and mounted a horfe out of the fulran’é"i absra

5 e
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flable. Day-light appearing, put a flop to Schehera-
zade’s difcourfe, and fhe cherred the following part of
the fory till next night.

Tbe Hundredth Night.

IR, faid {he, the vizier Giafar continued his dife
courfe, and faid, Bedreddin Haffan, coming nedr
to the muficians, and men and women dancers, who
went juft before the bridegroom, pulled ont time after
time whole handfuls of {equins, which he diftriboted
among them: and as he thus gave his money with an
unparallel’d grace and engaging mein, all thofe that
received it caft their eyes upon him; and, after they
had a full view of his face, they found him fo hand-
fome and comely, that they could not look off again.

At laft they came to Schemfeddin Mohammed’s gate,

who was Bedreddin Haflan’s uncle, and little thought
his nephew was fo near. 'The door-keepers, to pre-
vent any diforder, kept back all the flaves that carried
torches, and would not let them come in. Bedreddin
was likewife refufed; but the muficians who had free
entrance, ftood fill, and protefted they would not go
in, if they hindered him to goalong with them. Heis
not one of the flaves, {ay they, look upon him and
you'll {oon be fatisfied as to thar. He is certainly a
young ftranger, who is curious to fee the ceremonies
obferved at weddings in this city, and faying thus,
they put him in the midft of them, and carried him in
whether the porters would or no; they took his torch
out of his hand, and gave it to the firlt they met :
having brought them into the hall, they placed him at
the right hand of the hump-backed bridegroom, who
{at near the vizier’s daughter on a throne moft richly

aderned. i
She appeared very lovely in all her drefles, but in
ker face there was nothing to be fcen but vexation and
mortal grief. The caufe of this was eafy to be gueffed
at, when fhe had by. her fide a bridegroom {o very de=
formed, and fo unworthy of her love. The throne
of that ill-matched couple, was in the midft of a fofa,
The ladies of the emirs, viziers, and thofe of the fu!-.
tan’s

< Hl
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tan’¢ bed-chamber, and feveral other ladies of the court
-and city were placed on each fide, a little Jower; every
one according to their quality, and all of them fo fine
and richly drefled, that it was one of the pleafanteft
fights that could be feen, each of them holding a large
wax taper in their hand.

When they faw Bedreddin Haffan come into the room,.
they all fixed their eyes upon him, and admiring his
fliape, his behaviour, and the beauty of 'his face they
eould not forbear looking upon him. When he was fet
down every one laft their feats, and came near to him
to have a full view of his face, and almott all of ’em, as

. they turned to their feats, found themielves moved with
tender paflion.

The difparity between Bedreddin Haffan and the

. hump-backed groom, who made fuch a horrible figure,
occafioned a great murmuring among the company ;

¢ infomuch that the ladies cried ont, We muit give our
bridge to this handfome young gentleman, and net to
this ugly hump-back. Nor did they reit here, but ut--
iered tmprecations againft the fultan, who, abufing his
abfolute power, would unite uglinefs and beauty toge-
ther. 'They did alfo uPbraid the bridegroom, fo as
they put him quite out of countenance, to the great fa--
tisfaction of the fpe@ators, whofe fhouts for fome time
put a flop to the concert of mafick inthe hall. At lait
the muficians began again, and the women who had
dreff:d the bride, came all about her. Bat Schehera-
zade perceiving day, broke off till next night, when.
fhe continued her flory.
. Note, The hundred and firft, and the hundred and
fecond night, in the original, contain only a defcription
of feven robes, and feven different drefles, which the
vizier Schemfeddin Mohammed’s daughter changed at
the found of the inftruments. And this defcription
having nothing pleafant in it, and befides being inter
mixt with verfes, which in the Arabiantongue are very
fine, but would lofe their beauty by a tranflation, L
thought it' not worth while to tranflate. thele. twa
nights. 3

The
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The Hundred and Third Night.

IR, fays Scheherazade to the fultan of the Indies,
I hope your majefty has not forgot, that ’tis the
grand vizier Giafar, who fpeaks to the caliph Haroun
Alrafchid. FEach time, continues he, that the new
bride changed her habit, (he rofe up from her feat, fol-
dowed by her bride-woman, and pafled by hump-back
without giving him one look, and went towards Bed-
reddin Haflan, beforewhom fhe prefented herfelf in he#
new attire. On'this occafion, Bedreddin, according to
the inftruéions given him by the genie, failed not te
put his hands in his purfe, and pulled out handfuls of
fequins, which he diftributed among the women that
followed the bride. Nor did he forget the players and
dancers, butalfo threw money to them. ’Twas pleafant-
to fee how they puthed one another to gather it up. They
thewed thcmi};lves very thankful, and made him figns
that the young bride fhould be for him, and not for the
hump-back fellow. The women that attended her,
told her the fame thing, and did not value whether the
groom heard them or not ; for they put a thoufand tricks
wpon him, which very much pleafed the fpeftators. ?
When the ceremony of changing habits was paffed,
the mufick ceafed and went away, but made a fign to
Bedreddin Haflan to ftay behind. The ladies did the
fame, and went all home, but thofe that belonged to the
houfe. The bride went into a clofet, whither her wo=
man followed to undrefs her, and none remained in the
hall but the hump-back groom, Bedreddin Haffan and
dome of the domefticks. ;
Hump-back, who was furioufly mad at Bedreddin,
fufpeéting him to be his rival, gave him a crofs look,
and faid, And thou, what do#t thon wait fer ? Why
art thou not gone as well as the reft? Be gone. Bed-
reddin having no pretence to ftay, withdrew, not
knowing what to do with himfelf.  But he was not
got out of the porch when the genie and the fairy met
and ftopped him. Whither are you going? faid the
fairy 3 Stay, for hump-back is notin the hall, he is
gone out about fome bufinefs you have nothing to

do
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do but return, and introduce yourfelf into the bride’s

' chamber. As{oon as you are alone with her, tell her
boldly that you are her hufband, that the fultan’s in-
tention was only to make fport with the groom ; and
to make this pretended bridegroom fome amends, youn
had caufed to be prepared for him, in the ftable, a
good dith of cream. And then tell her all the fine
things you can think on to perfuade her; for being fo
handfome as you are, little perfuafion will do, fhe will
think herfelf happy in being deceived fo agrecably.
In the mean time we will take care that the hump-back
fhall not return, and let nothing hinder you to pafs the
night with your bride, for fhe is your’s and none of
his. :

While the fairy thus encouraged Bedreddin, and in-
ftructed him how he fhould behave himfelf, Hump-back
was really gone out of the room. For the genie went

. to him in the fhape of a great cat, miauling~ata moft
fearful rate. *The fellow called to the cat, he ‘clapped
his hands to make her flee, but inftead of fhat, the

cat flood wpon her hinder feet, flaring with her eyes -

like fire, looking fiercely at him, miaulling louder than
fhe did at firlt, and growing bigger till the was aslarge
as an afs. At this fight, Hump-back would have
cried out for help, but his fear was fo great, that he
fiood gaping and could not utter one word ; and that
he might have no time to recover, the genie changed
himfelf immediately into a large buffalo, and in this
thape called to him, with a voice that redoubled his
fear, Thou hump-backed villain. At thefe words the
affrighted groom caft himfelf upon the ground, and co-
vering his face with his gown, that he might not fee this
dread%'u'l beaft, Sovereign prince of buffaloes, (faid he)
what is it you want of 'me ? Woe be to'thee, (replies the
genie;) haft thou the boldnefs to venture to marry my
miftrefs 2 O my lord, (faid Hump-back) I pray you to
pardon me; if 1 am guilty, "tis through ignorance, I
did not know that this lady had a buffalo to her fiveet-
heart ; command me in any thing you pleafe; I give
you my oath that I am ready to obey you. Bydecath
(replied the genie) if thou goel out from hence, or
fpeakeft a word till the fun rifes, Iwill crufh thy head
i (-]

-
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te pieces ; but then I give thee leave to go from hence :
I warn thee to make difpatch, and not to look back ; but
if thou haft the imprudence to return; it fhall colt . thee
thy life. When the genie had done fpeaking, he.tranf-
formed himfelf into the fhape of a man, took Hump-=-
back by the legs, and after having fet him againft the
wall with his head downwards, if thou {tir, faid he, be-
fore the fun rife, as I'have told thee already, I will take
thee by the heels again, and dafh thy head in a thoufand
pieces againft the wall.
. To return to Bedreddin Haffan, who being prompted
i by the genie, and the prefence of the fairy, he got into
the hall again, from whence he {lipt into the bride-
chamber, where he fat down, expefting the fuccefs of
his adventure, After a while.the bride arrived, con-
ducted by an old matron, who came no farther than the
door, exhorting the bridegroom to do his duty like a
‘man, without looking in to fee if it was Hump-back
or another, and then locked the door, dand retired.

The young bride was mightily furprized inftead of
Hump-back to find Bedreddin Haflan, who came up to
her with the beft grace in the world ! What ! my dear
friend, (faid the) by your being here at this time of
night you muft be my hufband’s comrade ? No, madam,
{faid Bedreddin) I am of another fort of quality than
that ugly hamp-back. But (faid fhe) you don’t confider
that you fpeak degradingly of my hufband. He your
hufband, mddam, (replies he) can you retain thofe
thoughts o long ? Be convinced of your miftake, ma-
dam, for {o much beauty muft never be facrificed to the
moft contemptible of all mankindy *Tis I, madam, that
am the happy mortal for whom it is referved. The fultan
had a mind to make him{elf merry, by putting this trick
upon the vizier your father, but he chofeme to be your
real hufband. Youmight have obferved how the ladies,
the muficians, the dancers, your women, and all the
fervants of your family, were pleafed with this comedy.
We have fent that hump-back fellow tohis ftable again,
where he is juft now eating a difh of cream. And you
may reft affured that he will never appear any more
before your eyes.

At this difcoprfe the vizier’s davghter (who was

more
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more like one dead than alive when fhe came into the
bride-chamber) put on a gay air, which made her fo

_ handfome, that Bedreddin was perfeétly charmed with
her. g

Idid not exped, faid fhe, to meet with fo pleafing a
furprize ; and I had condemned myfelfto live unhappy
all my days. But my good fortune is fo much the
greater, that I poflefs in youa man that is worthy of
my tendereft affection. )

Having fpoken thus, fhe undrefled herfelf, and flept
into bed. Bedreddin Haflan, overjoyed to fee himfelf
pofleflor of fo many charms, made hafte to follow her,
and laid his clothes npon a chair, witha bag thathe got
from the Jew ; which notwithftanding all the money he
had pulled out, was fiill full. He likewife laid off his -
gurban, and put ona night cap that had been crdained

: for Hump-back, and c{o went
to bed in his fhirt and draw-
& AR rbecaffern na- e drawers were- of

k- - . - . 'w- ! £ ‘
fu::zr ;’::;_*‘ !éﬂ;,:;:wce blue {_‘atm, tied with a lace
Erion, 35 ClrC. Of Old-

wwill fand bin: in ffead

an the fequelof the flory. Day beginning  to dawa,

obliged Scheherazade to flop 5
: but next night, being called
upon at the ordinary hour, fhe refumed her flory, and
went on after this manner : :

The Hundred and Fourth Night.

WHiiﬂ the two lovers were afleep, (faid the grand

vizier Giafar) the genie, who had met again
syith the fairy, fays to her, That it was high time to
finith what was begun, and fo fuccefsfully carried on
hitherto; then let us not be overtaken by day-light,
which will foon appear; go you and bring off the
young man again without awaking him.

The fairy went into the bed-chamber where the two
Jovers were faft afleep, and took ' up Bedreddin Haflan
juft as he was, that is to fay, in his fhirt and drawers ;
‘and in company with the genie with a wonderful fwift-
nefs flew away with him to the gates of Damafcus in
Syria, where they arrived juft at the time when the
officers of the mofques, appointed for that endéaﬁv.erc

ing
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. ealling the people to come to prayers at break of dag’.
The fairy laid Bedreddin Haffan foftly on the ground,
and leaving him clofe by the gate, departed with the
Cnie.

= The gate of the city being opened, and a great many
people affembled to get out, they were mightily fur-
- prized to fee Bedreddin Haflan lying in his fhirt and
drawers upon the ground, Onefaid, He hasbeen hard
put to it to get away from his miftrefs, that he could
.not get time to put on his clothes. Look ye, fays
another, how people expofe themfelves ; fure enough
he has fpent moft part of the niEht in drinking with
his friends, till he has got drunk, and then, perhaps,
having occafion to go out, ififtead of returning, is come
this length, and not having his fenfes about him, was
overtaken with{leep. Others were of another opinion 3
but nobody could guefs what had been the occafion of
his coming thither. il

A fmall puff of wind happening to blow at the fame
time, uncovered his breaft, thatwas whiter than {now.
Every one being ftruck with admiration at the finenefs
of his complexion, they {poke {o loud that it awaked
the young man.

His furprize was as great as theirs, when he found
himfelf at the gate of a city, where he had never been
before, and encompafled by a crowd of people gazing
at him, Gentlemen, faid he, for God's fake tell me
where I am, and what you would have of me# One of
the crowd fpoke to him faying, Young man, the gates
of the city were juft now opened, and as we came out
we found you lying here in this condition, and ftood
ftill to look on you: Have you lainhere all night ¢ And
don’t you know that you are at one of the gates of Da
mafcus # At one -of the gates of Damafcus ! anfwered
Bedreddin ; fure you ‘mock me. WhenlI lay down to
{leep laft night I was at Cairo. When he faid thefe
words, fome of the people moved with compaflion for
him, f{aid, *Tisa pity that {uch 2 handfome young man
fhould.have loft has fenfes ; 2nd {d went away.

My fon, fays an old gentleman to him, you know
not what youn fay. How is it poflible that you being
this morning at Damafcus, could be laft night at Cairp?

VU&'.. Io 0 ,Tis
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*Tis true for all that, faid Bedreddin; for [ fivear to
you, that I was all dayc{reﬂcrday at Balfora. He had
no fooner faid thefe words, but all the people fell into 2
£t of laughter, and cried out, He’s a fool, he's 2 mad-
man. here were fome, however, that pitied him be-
caufe of his youth; and one among the company faid
to him, My fon, you muft certainly be crazed, you do
not confider what you fay. Is it poflible that a man
could yefterday be at Balfora, the fame night at Cairo,
and next morning at Damafcas ? Sure you are afleep
fti1l, come roufe up your fpirits. What I {ay, anfwered
Bedreddin Haflan, is {o true, that laft nightl was mar-
ried in the city of Cairo. All thofe thatlaughed before,
could not forbear laughing again, when he faid fo: Call
yourfelf to mind, fays the fame perfon that fpoke be-
fore, you have fure enough dreamt all this, and that
fancy fill poffefles your brain. I am fenfible of what 1
fay, anfwered the young man. Pray can you tell me
how it was pofiible for me to go in a dieam to Cairo,
where [ am very certain I was in perfon, and where my
bride was feven times brought before me, each time
drefied in a different habit, and where I faw an ugly
hump-backed fellow, to whom they intended to give
her? Beiides, I want to know what is become of my
gown, my turban, and the bag of fequins I had at
Cairo.

Though he affured them that all thefe things were
matter of fa&t, yet they could not forbear to laugh at
bhim : which put him into fuch a confufion, that he
knew not well what to think of all thofe adventures.

Day-light, which began to appear in Schahriar’s
apartment, impofed filence on Scheberazade ; but next
night ihe refumed her ftory,

.The Hundred and Fifth Night.

IR, f2id fhe, after Bedreddin Haffan had confidently
affirmed all that he faid to be true, he rofe up to go
into the town, and every one that followed him, called
out, A madman, 2 fool. Upon thisfome looked out at
their windows, fome came to their doors, and others
Joined with thofe that were about him, calling ouu:13 as
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they did, A madman; but not knowing for what. In
this perplexity of mind the young gentleman happened

| to come before a paftry-cook’s thop, and went into it

to avoid the rabble.

This pattry-cuok had formerly been captain to a troop
of Arabian robbers, who plundered the caravans 3 and
though he was become a citizen of Damafcus, where he
behaved himfelf to every one’s content ; yet he was
dreaded by all thofe that knew him, wherefore as foon -
as he came out to the rabble that followed Bedreddin,
they difperfed.

The paftry-cook, feeing them all gone, afked him
what he was, and who brought him thither ? Bedreddin
Haffan told him all, not concealing his birth, nor the

| death of his father the grand vizier: He afierwards
| gave him an account why he left Balfora ; how, afier he

had fallen afleep the night following upon his father’s
tomb, he found himfelf when he awaked at Cairo,

“ where he had married a lady; and at laft, in what

amazement he was, when he found himfelf at Damaf.

| cus, without being able to penetrate into all_thofe

wonderful adventures.

Your hiftory is one of the moft furprizing (faid the
paftry-cook) 3 but if you will follow my advice, you
fhall let no man know thofe matters you have revealed

| tome, but patiently expet till heaven think fit to put

anend to your misfortunes ; you fhall be free to flay
with me till then ; and fince I have no children, I wiil
own you for my f{on, if you confent to it ; and after you
are fo adopted, you may freely walk up and down the
city, without being expofed any more to the infults of
the rabble. 3
Tho’ this adoption was below the fon of 2 grand vis
zier, Bedreddin was glad to accept of the paftry.cook’s
propofals, judging it the beft thing he could do, coa-
fidering his then circam#tances. The cook clothed him,
called tor witnefles, and went before anotary, where he
acknowledged him for his fon. After this, Bedreddin,
flaid with him by the name of Haflan, and lzarned the
paltry-trade. ' 1 :

Whilit this paft at Damafcus, Schemfeddin Mohame

‘med’s daughter awaked, and finding Bedreddin gone

Oz_ out
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out of hed, fuppofed he had rifen foftly for fear of dif-
turbing her, bat he would foon return. As fhe was in
expe&ation of him, her father the vizier (who was migh-
tily vexed at the affront put upon him by the fultan)
came and knocked at her chamber-door with a refolution
to bewail her {ad deftiny. He called her by her name,
and fhe knowing him by his voice, immediately got up,
and opened the door.  She kiffed his hand, andreceived
him with fo much fatisfaGion in her countenance, as
{urprized the vizier, (who expeéted tofind her drowned-
in tears, -and a¢ much grieved as himfelf.) Unhappy
wreteh ! faid he in a paflion, do yoy appear before me
thus ? after the hideous facrifice ygu have juft confum-
mated, can you fee me with fo much fdtisfaltion ? Sche-
herazade left off when fhe came this length, becaufe
day appeared ; and next night refumed her difcourfe to
the fultan of the Indies, >

The Hundred and Sixth Night

IR, the grandWizier Giafar went onwith the relation
S of Bedreddin Haflan’s ftory thus :
The new bride feeing her father angry ather pleafant
_countenance, fays to him, For God’s fake, Sir, do not
reproach me wrongfully ; ’tis not the hump-back fellow,
whom I abhor more than death ; ’tis not that monfter I
have married ; every body laughed him to fcorn, and
puthim {o out of countenance, that he was forced to run
away and hide himfelf, to make room for a charming
young gentleman, who is my real hufband. What fable
do you tell me, faid Schemfeddin Mohammed, roughly?
What! Didnot Crook-back lie with you to-night # No,
Sir, faid fhe, it was that young gentleman I told youof,
‘who has large eyes and black eye-brows. At thefe words
“the vizier loft all patience, and fell into a terrible paffion.
Ah, wicked woman! fays he, you will make me dif-
trafted! >Tis you, father, faid the, that puts me outof
my fenfes by your incredulity. So ’tis not true, replies
the vizier, that Hump-back Let us talk no more of
Hump-back, faid fhe, a turfe upon Hump-back, muf
1 always have him caftin my dith, Father, faid e,

> : Itell
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1 tell you ance more, that I-did not bed with him,
but with my dear fpoufe, who, I belicve, is not very
far off. i

Schemfeddin Mohammed went out to feek him, but
inftead of feeing him, was mightily furprized to find
Hump-back with his head on the ground, and his heels
uppermoft, as the genie had fet him againft the wall,
What’s the meaning of this, faid he ? who placed you
thus ? Crook-back, knowing it to be the vizier, an-.
fivered, alas! alas! ’tis you then that would marry
me to the miftrefs of a buffalo, the fweetheart of an .
ugly genie ; I won’t be your fool, you fhan’t put atrick
vpon me. Rl

Scheherazade ftopt here, and next night refumed her
flory thus:

 The Hundred and Seventh Night.

IR, Schemfeddin Mohammed, when he heard Hump-
back fpeak thus, thought he was raving, and bid
him move, and ftand upon his legs. I will take care
bow I do that, {aid Hamp-back, unlefs the fun be rifen.,
' Know, Sir, that when I came hither laft night, on a-
fudden a black cat appeared to me, and in an inftant
grew as big as a buffalo. - I have not forgot what he
{aid to me, therefore you may go about your bufinefs,
and leave me here. 'The vizier, initead of going away,
took him by the heels, and made him get ap. Then
Hump-back ran off as faft as he could, without looking
behind him ; and coming to the palace prefented himfelf
to the fultan, who laughed heartily when he told hims
the ftory how the genie had ferved him.

Schemfeddin Mohammed recurned to his daughter’s:
chamber, more aftonithed than before, Well then, my
abufed daug]lwl‘, faid he, can you give me no farther
Jight into this matter? Sir, faid fhe, I can give you no
other account, than what I have done already. Here
are my hufband’s clothes, which he left upon the chairs
perhaps you may find fomewhat there thar may (olve your
doubt., 'Then fhe fhewed him Bedreddin’s turban, which
he took and examined ngrcwly on all fides, I (hould

3 / taleg
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take this to be a vizier’s turban,
* e town of Mouf~ if it were not made after the,
JSoulisin Mefopatamia, Moufloul * fathion. But per-
“built over-againftold ceiving fomewhat to be fewed
Ninewsh. between the (tuff and the lining,
1% he called for{ciffars, and having
unript it, found the paper which Nourreddin Ali gave
Bedreddin his fon as he was dying, and which he had
Put 1nto his turbaa for more f{ecurity.

Schemfeddin Mohammed having opened the paper,
knew his brocher Nourreddin’s hand, and found this
fuperfcription, For my fon Bedreddin Haffan, Before he
could make any reflections upon it, his daughter deli-
vered him the bag, that lay under his clothes, which
he likewife opened, and found it full of fequins ; fory
as I told you before, notwithftanding all the liberality
of Bedreddin, it was ftill kept full by the genie, and
fairy. He read thefe following words upon a note in
the bag, A thoufand fequins belonging to Ifaac the Jew.
And thefe lines nnderneath, which the Jew wrote before
he parted from Bedreddin Haflan, ¢ Delivered to Bedred-
¢ din Haffan, for the cargo of the firft of thofe fhips
¢ that formerly belonged to Nourreddin Alihis father,
* of worthy memory, fold unto me uponits arrival in
¢ this place.” He had {carce read thele words, when he

gave afhout, and fainted away. ;
Scheherazade gave over here, and next night began
again thus:

The Hundred and Eighth Night.

- SI R, the vizier Schemfeddin Mohammed being re-
A covered from his fit by the help of his daughter,
and the women fhe called to her affitance ; Daughter
(faid he) do not frighten yourfelf at this accident, the
reafon of it is fuch as you can fcarcely belicve. Your
bridegroom is your coufin, the fon of Nourreddin Ali.
The thoufand {equins in the bag puts mein mind of a
quarrel 1 had with my dear brother, "is without doubt
the dowry he gives you. God be praifed for all
things, and particularly for this miraculons adventure,
which demonftrates his almighty power. Then looking
again
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again upon his brother’s writing, he kifled it feveral
times, fhedding abundance of tears.

He looked over the book from one end to t'other,
where he found the date of his brother’s arrival at Bal-
fora, of his marriage, and of the birth of Bedreddim
‘Haffan ; and when he compared the fame with the day
of his own marriage, and- the birth of his daughter
at Cairo, he admired how every thing did agree fo
exactly.

The happy difcovery pat him into fuch a tranfport
of joy, that he took up the book, with the ticket of
the bag, and fhewed it to the foltan, who pardoned
what was palt, and was fo much pleafed with the re-
lation of this adventure, that he caufed it with all its
circumftances to be put im writing for the ufe of
pofterity. :

Mean while the vizier Schemfeddin Mohammed could-
not comprehend the reafon why his nephew did not
appear ; he expefed him every moment, and was im-
patient to have him in his arms, After he had ex-
petted him feven days in vain, he fearched for him
through all Cairo, but could hear no news of him,
which perplexed him very much, This is the ftrangeft
adventare, faid he, that ever man met with. And not.
knowing what alteration might happen, he thought fit
to draw up in writing with his own hand, after what
manner the wedding had been folemnized ; how the
hall and his daughter’sbed-chamber was furnithed, and
other circumitances. e likewife made the turban, the
bag, and the reflt of Bedreddin’s things into a bundle,
and locked them uvp—— >

The ful:z;nefs ftopped here, and r;e:ft night purfued
her difcourfe thus:

TheMundred and Ninth Night.

IR, after fome days were paft, the vizier’s daughter
perceived herfelf with child, and was brought to
bed of a fon after nine months. A nurfe was provided
for the child, befides other
women and flaves to wait upon  ® This wordin Ara-
him ; and his grandfather call. * bict, fignifies wonderful.
ed him Agib,*

04 When
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‘When young Agib had attained the age of feven, the
wizier, inftead of teaching him toread at home, put him
to {cheol with a mafter who was in great efleem ; and
two flaves were ordered to wait upon him. Apgib vfed
to play with his {chool-fellows, and asthey were all in-
ferior to him in quality, they thewed him great refpeét, -
according-to the example of their mafter, who many
times would pafs by faultsin him that he would not pafs
by in the reft. This complaifance fpoiled Agib, fo.
that he became proud and infolext, would have his play-
fellows bear all of him, and would bear nothing from
them, but be mafter every where; and if any one took
the liberty to thwart him, he would-call }hem 2 thoufand
mames, and many times beat them.

In fhort, all the {cholars were weary of his company,
and complained of him to their mafter. He anfwered,.
"That they muft have patience. But when he faw that
Agib flill grew more and more infoient, and oeontened
him a great deal of troublg, Children, faid he to his
dcholars, I find Agib is a little infolent gentleman ; I
will thew you a way how to mortify him, fo as he fhall.
never torment you any more, Nay, I believe it will.
make him leave the fchool.  When he comes again to-
morrow, and that you have a mind to play together, fet
yourfelves round him, and do one of you call out, Come
let usplay, but upon condition, that they who defire to
play fhall tell his own name, and the names of his father
and mother; and they who refufe it, thall be efteemed
baflards, and not fuffered to play in our-company.

Next day when they were gathered together, they
failed not ‘to follow their mafter’s infiraétions ; they
placed themfelves round Agib, and one of them called
out. Let us begin a play, buton condition, that he who
cannot tell his own name, and that of his father and
mother, fhall not play at all. 'They all cried out, and
fo did Agib, we confent to it. Then he that{poke firft
afked every one the queftion, and all fufilled the con-
dition except Agib, Who anfwered, My name is Agib,
my mother is called the lady of beaaty, and my father
. Schemfeddin Mohammed, vizier to the fultan.

At tuele words all the children cried out, Agib, What

do you'fay # That’s riot the name of your father, but
youz
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your grandfather. A curfe on you, faid he in a paffion,
What ! dare you fay that the vizier Schemfeddin Mo-
hammed is not my father ? No, no, cried they with
E_-ca.t laughter, he is but your grandfather, and you

all not play with us, Nay, we will take care how we
come into your company. Having fpoken thus, they-all
left him, fcoffing him, and laughing among themfelves,
which mortified Agib fo much, that he wept.

This fchool-mafter who was near, and heard all that
paffed, camejuft at the nick of time, and fpeaking to
Agib, fays he, Agib, do not you know that the vizier
Schemfeddin Mohammed is none of your father, but
your grandfather, and the father of your mother, the
lady of beauty } We know not the name of your father

. no more than you do. We only know that the fultan
~ was going to marry your mother to one of his grooms,
a hump-back fellow ; but a genie lay with her, This
is hard upon you, and ought to teach you to treat your
fchool-fellows with lefs haughtinefs than you have done
hitherto. : :

Here Scheherazade flopped, but next night refumed
her difcourfe thus :

The Hundred and Tenth Night.

I R, little Agibbeing nettled at this, ran haftily out
S of the fchool, and went home crying. He came
ftraight to his mother’s chamber, who being alarmed to
fee him thos grieved, afked him the reafon ¢ He could
not anfwer for tears, his grief was fo great, and it was
but now and then he could fpeak plain enough to re-
~peat what had been faid to him, and occafioned his
forrow. ' F
When he came to himfelf, Mother, (faid he) for the
love of God be pleafed to tell me whe is my father?
My fon, (faid fhe) Schemfeddin Mohammed, that every
day makes fo much of you, is your father? You do
not tell me truth (faid he) he is your father, and none
of mine. But whofe fon am I ? At this queition, the
lady of beauty calling to mind her wedding-night,
which had been fucceeded by a long widowheod, began
1o thed tears, repining bitterly at the lofs of {o lovely a
hatband as Bedreddin. ;

O Whilt
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Whillt the lady of beauty and Agib wereboth weep-

ing, in comes the vizier, who demanded the reafon of

_ their forrow. The Jady told him the fhame Agib had
undergone at fchool, which didfo much affe& the vizier
that he joined his tears with theirs, and judging from
this, that the misfortune which had happened to his
daughter, was the common difcourfe of the town, he
was quite out of patience.

Being thus affliCted, he went to the fultan’s palace,
and falling proftrate at his feet, moft humbly prayed
him to give him leave to make a journey into the pro-
vinces of the Levant, and particularly to Balfora, in
fearch of his nephew Bedreddin Haffan, Forhe could
not bear any longer, that the people of the city thould
believe a genie had got his daughter with ehild.

The fultan was much concerned at the vizier’s afflic-
tion, approved his refolution, and gave him leave to go.
Fle caufed a pafport alfo to be written for him, praying,
in the moft obliging terms that could be, all kings and
princes, in whote dominions the faid Bedreddin might
fojourn, to grant that the vizier might bring him along
with him,

Schemleddin Mohammed, not knowing how to ex-
prefs his thankfulnefs to the fultan for this favour,
thought it his duty to fall down before him a fecond
time, and the floods of tears he fhed gave him fufficient
teflimony of his gratitude. At laft, having withed the
fultan all manner of profperity, he took his leave and
went home to his houfe, where he difpofed every thing
for his journey ; and the preparations for it were carried
on with fo much diligence, that in four days after, he
left the city, accompanied with his daughter, the lady
of beauty, and his grandfon Agib.

Scheherazade perceiving day, flopped : And the ful-
tan of the Indies got up, extremely pleafed with the ful-

- tanefs’s difcourfe, and refolved to hear it to the end,
Scheherazade f{atisfied his curiofity the night following,
thus :

Ths
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The Hundred and Eleventh Night.

IR, the grand vizier Giafar continuing his difcourfe

to the caliph Haroun Alrafchid, proceeded thus:
Schem{eddin Mohammed fet out for Damaicus with his
daughter the beautiful lady, and Agib his grand-child.
They travelled nineteen days without itopping any
where ; but on the twentieth, arriving in a very pleafant
mead, at a fmall diftance from the gate of Damafcus,.
they ftopped there, and pitched their tents upon the
banks of a river that runs thro' the town, and gives a
very agreeable profpeét to its neighbourhood. :

ThevizierSchemfeddinMohammed declared he would
ftay in that pleafant place two days, and purfue his jour~
ney on the third. In the mean time he gave leave to
his retinue to go to Damafcus: And almoft all of them
made ufe of it : Some influenced by curiofity to fee a
city they had heard fo much of, and others by the -op-
portunity of vending there the Egyptian goods they
had bropght with them, or buying ftuffs, and the rari-
ties of the country. The beautiful lady defiring her
fon Agib might fhare in the{atusfacion of viewing that
celebraced city, ordered the black ennuch that acted in
the quality of his governor, to condu& him thither,
and take care he came to no harm. {

Agib, in magnificent apparel, went along with the
eunuch, who had alarge cane in his hand. I'hey had
no fooner entered the city, than Agib, fairand glorious
as the day, attrated the eyesof the people. Some got
out of their houfes to gain a nearer and narrower view
of him ; others put their heads out of the windows, and
thofe who pafled along the ftreet, were not {atisfied in
flopping to look upon him ; but kept pace with him,
to prolong the pleafure of theagreeable fight : In fine,
there was nobody that-did not admire him, and be-
queath a thoufand benediéions to the father and the
mother that had given being to fo fine a child. By
chance the eanuch and he paflfed by the fhop where
Bedreddin Haffan was, and there the crowd was {o
great, that they were forced to halt,

o

The
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The paftry-copk, that had adopted Bedreddin Haffan,
had diedfome years before, and left him his fhop and all
his eftate. So Bedreddin became mafter of the fhop,
and managed the paftry trade fo dexteroully, that 'he

ained great reputationin Damafcus., Bedreddin {eeing
o great a crowd before his door, that were gazing fo
attentively upon Agib and the black eunuch, ftepped
out to fee them himfelf.

This faid, Scheherazade perceived it was.day, and (o
was filent: Upon which Schahriar rofe impatient to
know what fhould pafs between Agib and Bedreddin,
Towards the end of the next night, the Sultanefs fatis-
fied hisimpatience, in refuming the flory as follows :

The. Hundred and Twelfth Night.

Edreddin Haffan, continued the vizier Giafar,

| ‘having caft his eyes particularly upon Agib, pre-
fently found himf{elf moved, he knew not how, nor for
what. He was not flrack like the people with the
fhining beauty of the boy ; ’twas another canfe un-
known tohim, that gave rife to the trouble and com-
motion he wasin, ’Twasthe {pring and force of the
blood that worked in this tender father; who laying
afide all bufinefs, made up to Agib, and with an en-
gaging air, faid to him: My little lord, who has won
my foul, be{o kind as to come into my fhop, and eat
a bit of fuch fare as I have ; that doring that time I
may have the pleafure of admiring you at my eafe.
Thefe words he pronounced with fuch tendernefs, that
tears trickled from his eyes. Little Agib was moved
when he {aw it, and turning to the eunuch, Thishoneft
man (fays he) hasa face that pleafes me ; he fpeaks in-
fuch an affeftionate manner, that I can’t avoid,com-
plying with what he afks ; let’s ftep into thishoufe, and
tafte his paftry. Ay, in my troth, (replied the flave)
*twould be afine thing to fee the fon of a vizier, like
you, go into a-paftry thop to eat; do not you imagine
that I’ll fuffer any {uch thing, Alas? My little lord,
(cried Bedreddin) 'tis a flaming piece of cruelty to traft
your conduét in the hands of a perfon that treats you

foharmhly. Then applying himielf to the eunuch, M}é
good -
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good friend, (continued he,) pray do not hinder this
young lord to grant me the“favour I afk; do not put
that piece of mortification upon me: rather do me the
honour to walk in along with him, and by fo doing,
you’ll give the world to know, that, though your out-
_ fide is brown like a chefnut, your infide is as white as
his : Do you know, (continued he,) that I am mafter
of the fecret to make you white, initead of being black
~as you are? This{et the eunuch a Jaughing, and then
he “afked Bedreddin what that fecret was? I'll tell
you, replied Bedreddin, and fo he repeated fome verfes
in praife of black euwnuchs, implying, that ’twas by
their miniftry that the honour of princes, and of all -
great men was infured. The eunuch was fo charmed
with thefe verfes, that, without further hefitation, he
{uffered Agib to go into the fhop, and went in with him
himfelf. :

Bedreddin Haflan was overjoyed, in having obtained
what he had fo paflionately defired, and falling about
the work he had thus difcontinued, I was a making,
faid he, cream-tarts; and you muft, with fubmiffion,
eat of ’em: 1 am perfoaded you’ll find them very good ;
for my own mother, who makes them incomparably-
well, taught me to make them, and the people fend to
buy them of me from all quarters of the town, 'This
faid, he took a cream-tart out of the oven, and after
firewing upon it fome pomegranate kernels and fugar,
fet it before Agib, who found it very delicious.

Another was ferved up to the eunuch, and he gave
the fame judgement.

While they were both eating, Bedreddin Haffan
minded Agib very attentively; and after looking vpon
him again and again, it came into his mind that for
any thing ke knew, he might have fuch a fon by his
charming wife, from whom he had been fo foon and
fo cruelly feparated ; and the very thought drew tears
from his eyes. He was thinking to have put fome
queltions to little Agib abouthis journey to Damafcis 5
but the child had no time to gratify his curiofity, for
that the eanuch prefling him to return to his grand-
father’s tents, took him away as {oon as he had done
eating, Bedreddin Hafan, not contented with look';ng

arer
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after him, fhdt up his fhop immediately, and went after
him.

When Sheherazade came to this period, the perceived
dal'. and difcontinued her ftory. Then Schahriar rofe,
refolving to hear the flory out, and to fuffer the Sul-
tanefs to live till fhe had made an end of it.

The Hundred and Thirteenth Night,

NEXT morning, before day-break, Dinarzade
awaked her fifter, who went on as follows: Bed-
reddin Haffan, continued the vizier Giafar, ran after
Agib and the eunuch, and overtook them before they
were got to the gate of the city. The eunuch perceiv-
ing he followed them, was extremely furprized ; You
impertinent fellow, you, faid he, with an angry tone,
what do you want{ My dear friend, rePIied Bedreddin,
do not you trouble yourfelf; 1 have a little bufinefs out
of town, that’s jult come into my head, and I muft
needs go and look afterit. However, this anfiver did’
not at all appeafe the eunuch, who turning to Agib,
faid, This is all along of you, I forefaw [ fhould repent
of my complaifance; you would needs go into the
man’s fhop ; it was not wifely done in me to give you
leave. Perhaps, replied Agib, he has real bufinefs out
of town, and the road is free to every body. While "
this pafled, they kept walking together, without look~
ing behind them, till they came near the vizier’s tents,
vpon w hich they turned about to fee if Bedreddin fol-
lowed them. Agib, perceiving he was within twopaces
of him, reddened and whitened alternately, according
- to the divers motions that afe@ted him, He was afraid’
the grand vizier, his grandfather, fhould come to
know:he bad been in the paftry fhop, and had eat there.
- In this dread, he took up a pretty big flone that lay
at his foot, and throwing it at Bedreddin Haffan, hit
him in the forehead, which gave him fuch a wound,
that his face was covered with blood. Then he took to
his heels, and ran under the-eunuch’s tent. The en-
nuch gave Bedreddin to underftand, he had no reafon
-to complain of a mifchance, that he had merited and
brought upon himfeifi :
3 Bedreddin
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Bedreddin turned towards the city, ftaunching the
blood of this wound with his apron;, which he had not
put off : I was a fool, faid he within himfelf, for leaving
my houfe, to take fo much pains about this brat; for
doubtlefs he would never have ufed me after this man-
ner, if he had not thought I had fome fatal defign
againft him. When he got home, he had his wound
drefled, and foftened the {enfe of his mifchance, by the
refle€tion that there was an infinite number of people
upon the earth, that were yet more unfortunate than he,

Day peeping in, obliged the Sultanefs to filence, and
Schahriar got up, pitying Bedreddin, and impatient to
know the {equel of the ftory.

The Hund:-ed and Fourteenth Night.

Owards the clofe of the enfuing night, Schehe-
razade, addrefled herfelf to the fultan of the In-

dies, purfued her flory as follows: Sir, the grand vizier
Giafar continuing the ftory of Bedreddin Haffan, Bed-
reddin, faid he, kept on t{le paftry-trade at Damafcus,
and his uncle Schemfeddin Mohammed went from thence
three days after his arrival. He went by way of Emaus,
Hanah, and Halep ; then croffed the Eupnhrates, and
after pafling thro’ Mardin, Mouffoul, Singier, Diarbe-'
ker, and feveral other towns, arrived at lait at Balfora
and immediately after his arrival defired audience of
the fultan, who was no fooner informed of Schemfeddin’s
quality than he gave him audience, received him very
favourably, and atked him the occafion of his journey
to Balfora. Sir, replied the vizier, Schemfeddin Moham-
med, 1 tome to know what is become of the {on of
Nourreddin Ali, my brother, who has had the honour
to ferve your majefty. Nourreddin Ali, {aid the fultan,
has been dead a long while; as for his fon, all I can
tell you of him is, that he difappeared all on a fudden,
about two months after his father’s death, and nobody
has feen him fince, notwithitanding all the enquiry I
ordered to be made. But his mother, who is daughter
of one of my viziers, is fill alive. Schemfeddin Mo=
hammed defired leave of the fultan to ice her, and carry
her to Egypt; and having obtained his requeft, with-
out tarrying till the nexs day for the fatisfaction of feeing

her,
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her, enquired after her place of abode, and that very
hour went to her houle, accompanied with his daughter:
and his grandfon.

The widow of Noureddin Ali lived ftill in the fame
place, where her hufband had lived. *Twas a fine ftately
houfe, adorned with marble pillars: But Schemfed-
din did not ftop to view it. At his entry, he kiffed the
gate, and the piece of marble upon which his brother’s
name was written in letters of gold. He afked to fpeak
with his filter-in-law, and was told by her fervants, that
fhe was in a fimall edifice in the form of a dome, which
they fhewed to him, in the middle of a very fpacious
court.] The matter was, this tender, mother ufed to
{fpend'the greateft part of day and hight in that room,
which fhe had built for a reprefentation of the tomb
of Bedreddin Haflan, whom fhe took to be dead after
fo long abfence. At that very minute fhe was pouring

‘tears over the thoughts of that dear child, and Schem-
feddin Mohammed entering, found her buried in the
l1aft affliction, : ;

He made his compliment, and after befeeching her to
fufpend her tears and groans, gave her to know he had
the honour to be her brother-in-law, and acquainted her
with the reafonof his journey from Cairo to Balfora.

Thefe words were no fooner fpoken than Schehera-
zade dropped her ftory upon the approach of day ; but
refumed the thread of it next night in the following
manner :

The Ham'fred and Fifteenth Night.

Chemfeddin Mohammed, continued the vizier Gia-
far, after acquainting his fifter-in-law with all that
- pafled at Cairo on his daughter’s wedding-night, after
informing her of the furprizal occafioned by the difco-
very of the paper fewed up in Bedreddin’s turban, pre-

fented to her Agib and the beautiful lady. :
The widow of Noureddin Ali, who had flill continued
fitting like a woman moped, and weaned from the
affairs of this world; no fooner underftood by his dif-
coutfe that her dear fon, whom fhe lamented {o bitterly,
_might fill be alive ;than fhe arofe; and wiih repc:tcd‘
; ugs
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hugs embraced the beautiful lady, and her rand child
" Agib ; and perceiving in the youth the features of
Bedreddin, fhed tears of a quite différent ftamp from
what fhe had been fo long accuftomed to fhed. She
could not forbear kiffing the youth, who, for his part
received her embraces with all the demonfirations of
joy he was capable of. Madam, faid Schemfeddin Mo-
hammed, it is time to wipe off your tears, and ceale
your groans; you muft think of going along with us to
Egypt. 'The'fultan of Balfora gives me leave to carry
you thither, and I do not doubt but you'll agree to it.
I am hopeful we fhall at laft find out your fon, my
nephew ; and if that comes to pafs, the hiftory of him,
of you, of my own daughter, and of my own adventures,
will deferve to be committed to writing, and fo trani-
mitted to pofterity.

The widow of Nourreddin Ali heard this propofal with
vleafure; and from that very minute ordered the prepas
rations to be made for her departure, While that was. *
a doing, Schemfeddin Mohammed defired a fecond
audience, and after taking leave of the fultan, who
ufed him with ample marks of refpeét, and gave him a
confiderable prefent for himfelf, and another of great
value for the fultan of Egypt, fet out from Balfora for
the city of Damafcus,

When he arrived in the neighbourhood of Damafcus,
he ordered his tents to be pitched without the gate, at
whichy he defigned to enter the city ; and gave out he
would tarry there three days, to give his equipage reft,
and buy up the belt curiofities he could meet with, and
fuch as were worthy of beirig prefented to the fultan of
Egypt. .

gWhile he was employed in looking upon and picking
out the fineft ftuffs, that the principal merchants had
brought to his tents, Agib begged the black eunuch
his governour to carry him through the city, in orderto
fee what he had not leifure to view as he pafled before;
and to know what was become of the paftry-cook that
he had wounded with a ftone. The cunuch complying
with his requeft,’went along with him towards the city,

after leave obtained of the beautiful lady his mother,
‘They entergd Damafcus by the paradife-gate, which lay
next



306 ArRAB1aN NicHTS

next to the tents of the vizier Schemfeddin Mokammed.
They walked through the great {quares and the publick
places where the richelt goods were fold, and took a
view of the antient mofque of the * Ommiadz, at the

® That is of the ca-
liphs that refigned afier

the four firff fuccéffors of

Mabomet, and avere jo
named from one of their
anceflors, awbofe  name
avas Ommian. |

+ This prayer ic al-
wways faid iavo bours and
& balf before fun-jet.

hour of prayer, between noon
and +fun-fet. After that they
had pafled by the fhop of Bed-
reddin Haffan, whom they
found flill employed in mak-
ing cream-tarts; I falute you,.
Sir, fays Agib. Do you know
me? Do you remember you
ever faw me before } Bedred-
din, hearing thefe words, caft
his eyes upon him, and know-

ing him, (oh the furprizing

effec of paternal love!) found the fame emotion within.

himfelf, as when he faw him firit of all; he was cona
fufed upon the matter, and inftead of making an anfwer,,
continued a long time without uttering one word, But
after all, recalling his wits, My littlelord, faid he, be
fo kind as to come once more with your governor into
my houfe, and tafte a cream tart. I beg your lordfhip’s
pardon, for the trouble I gave you in following you out
of town, I was at that time not myfelf, Idid not know
what 1did. You dragged me after you, and thaviolence

~of the pull was fo fort, that [ could not withtand it.

Scheherazade, obferving the approaching day, ftopt
here; and the next night refumed her difcourfe to the
following purpofe :

The Hundred and Sixteenth Night,

AGIB, continued the vizier Giafar, aflonifhed at
what Bedreddin faid, repiied thus : There’s an
excefs in the kindnefs you exprefs,” and unlels you
_engage under oath not to follow me when I go from
hence, I will not enter into your houfe. If you give
me your promife, and prove a man of your word, I’Il
vifit you again to-morrow, fince the vizier my grand-
father, is fill employed in baying up things for a pre-
{ent to the fultan of Egypt. My litde lord, (replied

’ Bedreddin, )}
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Bedreddin,) I'll do whatever you would have me to do,
This faid, Agib and the eunuch wentinto the fhop.
Prefently atter, Bedreddin fet before them a cream- .

tart, that was full as good as what they had eat of when

they faw him before; Come, fays Agib, addrefling

himfelf to Bedreddin,) fit down by me, and eat with

ws. Bedreddin fat down, and made offers to embrace

Agib, as a teftimony of the joy he conceived upon his

fitting by him, But Agib fhoved him off ; defiring him

to be ealy, not to run his friendfhip too clofe, and to

content himfelf with feeing and entertaining hini, Bed-
‘reddin obeyed, and fell a finging a fong ; the words of
which he compofed off-hand, in praife of Agib: He

did not eat, but made it his bufinefs toferve his guefts.

When they had done eating, he

brought them water to * wath 2 The Mahometans

with, and a very white napkin
to wipe their hands, Then he
filled a large china cop with
fherbet, and put + fnow into it;
and offering to Agib, This, {aid
he, is fherbet of rofes ; and the
pleafanteft you will meet with
all the town over; I am fure
ou never tafted better. Agib
aving drank of it with pleafure,
Bedreddin Haflan took the cup
from him, and prefented it to
the eunuch, who drank it all off
atone pull,

having a cuffom of
awafbing their. hands
Jive times a day, wbhen

they goto prayers, they

reckon they have no oce

cafion to wafb before

eating, but they always

-wajf aftereating, be«

caufe they eat without

Sorks.

+ Thisisdoneallthe

Levant over, for maks

ing their drink cool,

In fine, Agib, and his governor, having fared well,

returned thanks to the paftry-cook for their good entera
tainment, and moved homewards, it being then latith,
When they arrived at the tents of Schemfeddin Moham-
med, they repaired immediately to the lady’s tent.
Agib’s grand-mother received him with tranfports of
joy : Her fon Bedreddin ran always in her mind, and
in embracing Agib, the remembrance of him drew tears
from her gyes. Ahmychild! faid he, my joy would he
perfet, if I had the pleafure of embracing your father

Bedreddin Haffun, as I now embrace you. Then fit-
ting down to fupper, the made Agib fit by her, and

put
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put feveral queftions to him, relating to the walk he
had been taking along with the eunuch; and, com-
Plained of his forry ftomach, gave him a piece of
Cream-tart, which fhe had made for herfelf, and was
indeed very good : for, I told you before, that fhe could
make them better than the beit paftry-cooks. She like-
wife gave fome to the eunuch ; but both of them had
eat {o heartily at Bedreddin’s houfe, that they could not
tafte a bit. : .

Here approaching day put a ftop to Scheherazade’s
flory for this night ; but towards the clofe of the nexty;
fhe refumed it in the following terms ;

T'he Hundred and Scventeenth Night.

AGIB no fooner touched the piece of cream-targ
that had been fet before him, than he pretended
he did not like it, and left it
* The Mahometans uncut; and Schabah * (fuch
give this mawe gene- was the eunuch’s name) did the
rally to the black eu~ fame thing. The widow of
nuchs, Nourreddin Ali obferved with
 regret that her grandfon did
not like the tart ; What | %a)rgs the, does my child thus
defpife the work of my hands; beit known to you,
no one in the world can make fuch cream-tarts, befides
myfelf and your father Bedreddin Haffan, whom I my-
felf taught to make them. My good mother, replied
Agib, give me leave to tell you, if you do pot know
 how to make better, there’s a paltry-cook, inthis town
that goes beyond yoa in that point. We were at his
fhop but now, and eat of one that is much better than
your’s,
‘T'his faid, the grand-mother, frowning upon the eu-
nuch, How now, Schaban, (faid fhe,) was tie care of
my grand-child committed to you, to carry him to eat
at paltry-fhops ‘like a beggar ? - Madam, replied the
eunuch, tis true, we did itop 2 littie while an_d tal‘.;ed
with the paftry-cook, but we' did not eat with him.
Pardon me, {ays. Agib, we went into his thop, :f.nd.
there eat a cream-tart,  Upon this, the lady more in-
cenfed againft the eunuch than before, rofein a patt_Iion,
rom
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€rom the table, and running tothe tent of Schemfeddin
Mohammed; informed him of the eanuch’s crime ; and
that in fuch terms, as tended more toinflame thevizier,
than to’ difpofe him to excufe it. : _

Schemfeddin Mohammed, who was naturally paflio-

* nate, didnot fail on thisoccafion to difplay his anger. He
went forthwith to his fifter-in-law’s tent, and making up
te the eunuch; What! fays he, you pitiful wretch, have
you the impudence to abufe the truft I repofe in you 2
Schaban; taongh fufficiently conviéted by Agib’s tefti-
mony, denied the fact fill. But the child perfidting in
what he had affirmed, Grand-father, faid he, I can af-
fure jou we notonly eat, but we eat both of us fo hear-
tily, that we have no- occafion for fupper : Befides the

. pa[try-cook treated us alfo with a great bowl of fherbet,

- 'Well, cried Schemfeddin, turning to Schaban, after all

- this, will yoa continue to deny that you entered the paf-

\ try’s=crook’s houfe, and eatthere ? Schaban had ftill the

_impudence to fwear it was nottrue. Then you’re a liar,
faid the vizier, I believe my grand-child before I believe
you™bat after all, fays he, if you can cat up this cream-
tart that’s upon the table, I (hall be perfuaded you have
truth on your fide. ; J

Though Schabanhad crammed himfelfup to the throat '
before, he agreed to ftand that teft, and accordingly
took a picce of tart; but hisflomach rifing againit it,
he was obliged to {pit it out of his month. ~Yet heitill
purfued the lie, and pretended he had over-eat himfelf
the day before, fothat his ftomach was not come to him.
‘The vizier; irritated with all the eunuch’s frivolous pre- "
tences, and convinced of his guilt, ordered him 'to lie
flat upon the ground, and te be foundly baftinadoed. In
undergoing tais punifhment, the poor wretch fcreeked
out prodigioudly, and at laft confefled the truth ; 1own,
cries <he, that we did eat a cream-tart at the paftry-
cook’sy aud that it was much better than that apon the
table.

'T'he widow of Nourreddin Ali thought it was out of
{pite to her, and with a defign to mortity her, that Scha-
ban commended the paftry-cook’s tart; and accordingly
faid, [ can’t believe the 'cook’s tarts are better than
mine ; Lam refolved to fatisfy myfelf upon that head.

: Where
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Where does he live? Go immediately and buy me one
of his tarts. The eunuch having received of her what
money was {ufficient for that purpofe, repaired to Bed-
reddin’sthop, andaddrefling himfelf to Bedreddin, Geod
. Mr, Paftry-cook, fays he, take this money here, and
let me have one of your cream-tarts; one of our ladies
wants to tafte them. Bedreddin chofe one of the beft,
and gave it to the evnuch; Take this, fays he, I'll en-
gage 'tis an excellent one, and I can affure you that no
perfon is able to make the like, unlefs it be my mother,
who perhaps is ftill alive. 3 JAME
Schaban returned fpeedily to the tents, and gave the
tarcto Nouarreddin’s widow, and fhe fnatching itgreedily,
broke a piece off'; but no fooner put it to to her mouth,
than fhe cried out and fwooned away. Schemfeddin
Mohammed, whowas prefent, was extremely fiirprized
at the accident : he threw water him(lf upon her face,
and was very aftive in fuccouring her. As foon as {lie
came té herfelf, My God! cried fhe, it muff needs be
my fon, my dear Bedreddin, that made this tart.
- Here day-light interrupted Scheherazade; and the
+ Indian Sultan got up to fuy his prayers, and go to the
council. The next night the Sdltanefs purfued the ftory
of Bedreddin Haflan in the following manuer:

The Hundred and Eighteenth Night.

HEN the vizier Schemfeddin Mohammed heard

his fifter-in-law fay, that the maker of the tart,
brought by the eunuch muft needs be Bedreddin Hailan,
he was overjoyed ; But refleting that his joy mighe
.prove groundlefs, and in all likelihoad the conjeéture
_ of Nourreddin’s widow was falfe, Madam, faid he, why
are you of that mind ? Do ycu think there may not be

a paftry-cook in the world, that knows how to make
cream-tarts as well as your fon ? I own, replied fhe,
there may be paftry-cooks that can make as good tarts
a¢ he; but forafmuch as I make them after a peculiar
manner, and nobody but my fon is let into the fecret,
it muf ablolutely be he that made this. Come, my
brother, added fhe in a tranfport, let’s call up mirth
and joy ; we have at lalt found what we have beein fo
oRg
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long looking for. Madam, faid the vizier in anfwer,
I entreat youto moderate your impatience, fir we {hall
quickly know the bottom of it. All we have to do,
is 1o bring the paftry-ccok hither’; and then you and
my daughter will readily diftinguith whether ’tis Bed-
reddin or not. But you muft both be hid, fo asto have a
view of Bedreddin while he cannot fee you ; forI would
not have our interview and giutual difcovery laid at Da-
mafcus. My defign is to delay the difcovery till we re-
turn to Cairo, where I propofe to regale you with very
agreeable diverfion. - ) _

Chis faid, he left the ladies in their tent, and retired
" to his own ; wiiere he called for fifty of his men, and

faid to them; Take each of youa a flick in your hands,
and follow Schaban, who will conduét you to a paftry-
cook’s in this city« When you arrive there, break and
dath in pieces all you find in the fhop : if he afks you'
why you commit that diforder, only alkk him again if it
was not hethat made the cream-tart, that was brought
- from his hotfe. If he fays he is the man, {eize his
perfon, fetter him, and bring him along with you ; but
take care yon do not beat him, nor do him the leaft™
harm. Goandlofe no time.

The vizier’s orders were immediately executed. The
detachment, conduéled by the black eunuch, went with
expedition to Bedreddin’s houfe, and broke in pieces
the plates, kettles, ccpper pans, tables, and all the
other moveables and utenfils they met with, and drown-
ed the fherbet-thdp with cream and comfits.  Bedreddin,
aftonifhed at the fight, faid with a pitiful tone, Pray,
good people, why do you ferve me fo ? What’s the mat-
ter ? What have I done ? Was it not you, (faid they,)
that fold this eunuch the cream-tart ? Yes, (replied he,)
i am the man: And who fays any thing againgt jc? [
defy any one to make a better, Inflead of giving him
an anfwer, they continued to break all round them, and
the oven itfelf was not {pared.

In the mean time the neighbours took the alarm,
and furprized to fee fifty armed men commit fuch a dife
order, alked the reafon of fuch violence ; and Bedreddin
faid once more to<he allors of it, Pray tell me what
crime 1 am guilty of, to have deferved this ufage?

Was



312 AraBran NIGHTS 1%

. Was it not you, (replied they,) that made the cream-
tart you fold to the eunuch? Yes, yes, itis I, [(replied
. he,) I maintain it is a good one. Ido not deferve fuch
ufage as you give me. However, without liflening to
him, they feized his perfon, and, fnatching the cloth
off histurban, tied his hands with it behind his back,
and, after dragging him by force out of his {hop,
marched off.
The mob gathering, and taking compaffion of Bed-
- reddin, took his part, and offered oppofition to Schem-
{eddin’s men; but that very minute up came fome offi-
cers from the governor of the city, who difperfed the
people, and favoured the carrying off of Bedreddin; for
. Schemfeddin Mchammed had in mean time gone to
the governor’s houfe to acquaint him with what order
he had given, and to demand the interpofition of force

to favour the execution; and the governor, who com-

manded all Syriain the name of the fultan of Egypt,
was ‘loth to refufe any thing to his mafler’s vizier.
So Bedreddin was carried off after all his cries and
tears. 7

Day appearing, Scheherazade could proceed ne fur-
ther till next morning, then fhe went on as follows :

The Hindred and Nimeteenth Night,

IR, the vizier Giafar continued his relation to the

caliph in this manner. ‘It was needlefs for Bed-
reddin Haflan to afk by the way, thofe who carried him
off, what fault had been found with his cream-tart :
They gave him no anfwer. In fhort, they carried him
to the tents, and made him Ttay there till Schemfeddin
Mohammea returned from the governor of Damalfcus’s
houfe. -

Upon the vizier’s return, Bedreddin Haffan was
brought before him. My lord, (fays Bedreddin, with
tears in his eyes) pray do me the favour to let me know
wherein 1 have diipleafed you. Why, you wretch you,
(fays the vizier,) wasit not you that made the cream-tart
you fent me? I own I &m the man, (replied Bedred-
din,) but pray what crime is that? I will punifh you

according to your deferts, (faid Schemfeddin,) i:fha}{
3 y co
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coft you your life, for fending me fuch a forry tart,

Good God! cried Bedreddin, what news is this! Is it

acapital crime to make a bad cream tart? Yes, Gaid

the vifier, and you are to expe no other ufage from
me.
While this interview lafted, the ladies, who were hid,
- minded Bedreddin narrowly, and readily knew him,
notwithftanding he had been {o long abfent. They were
fo tranfported thereupon with joy, that they fwooned
away ; and when they recovered, would fain have ran
up and fallen upon Bedreddin’s neck, but the promife
they had made to the vifier of not difcovering them-
felves, reftrained the tender emotions of love and of
nature.

Schemfeddin Mohammed, having refolved to fet out
that very night, ordered the tents to be ftruck, and the
eceflary preparations to be made for his journey. And

for Bedreddin, he ordered him to be clapped into a
cheft or box well locked, and laid on a camel, When
‘every thing was got ready, the vifier and his retinue, be-
gan their march, and travelled the reft of that night, and
all the next day without ftopping. In the evening they
halted, and Bedreddih was taken out of his cage, in order
to be ferved with the neceflary refrefhments, but ftill care-
fully kept ata diftance from his mother and his wife; and
during the whole expedition, which lafted twenty days,
was ferved in the fame manner.

When they arrived at Cairo, they encamped in the
J neighbourhood of that place ; Schemfeddin called for
| Bedreddin, gave orders in his prefence, to a carpenter

to fee for fome wood with all expedition, and make a

ftake. Hey day, fays Bedreddin, what do you mean

to do with a flake? Why, to nail you toit, replied
‘ Schemfeddin, then to have you carried through all the
| quartersof the town, that the people may have the {pec-
tacle of a worthlefs paftry-cook, who makes cream tarts
without pepper. This faid, Bedreddin cried out {o co-
mically, that Schemfeddin had enough to do to keep his
countenance : Good God! cried he, muft1 fuffer a death,

as cruel as it is ignominious, for not puttin g pepper ina
cream-tart ?

VoL, ! ‘P_ At
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At this period,” Scheherazade ftopt upon the approach
of day: and Schahriar rofe, laughing at Bedreddin’s
fright, and curious to know the fequel of the flory,
which the fultanefs purfued next night before day, as.
follows :

The Hundred and Tentieth Night.

IR, the caliph Haroun Alrafchid, notwithffanding
his gravity, could not forbear laughing, when the
vifier Giafar told him, that Schemfeddin Mohammed
threatened to put to death Bedreddin, for not putting
lgfpper into the cream-tart he had fold to Schaban,
ow;, faid Bedreddin, muft I be rifled, and have all my
goodsin my houfe broken to pieces; muft I beimprifoned
in a cheft, and at laft nailed to a ftake, and all for not =
putting pepper in a cream-tart? Good God! who ever
heard of fuch a thing? Are thefe the aftions of mufTul-
men, of perfons that make a profeflion of probity and
juftice, and praétife all manner of good works? With
thefe words he fhed tears, and then renewing his com-
plaint; No, continued he, never was man ufed fo un-
Juftly, nor {o feverely. Is it poffible they fhould be ca-
pable of taking a man’s life for not putting pepper in
a cream-tart?! Curfed be all cream-tarts, as well as the
hour in which I was born! Would to God I had died
that minute. '

Difconfolate Bedreddin did not ceafe to fpin out his la-
mentations; and when the ftake was brought, and the
nails to nail him to it, he cried out bitterly at the horrid
fight. Heaven! faid he, can you fuffer me to die an
ignominious and painful death ? And all this, for what
crime? *Tis not for robbery or murder, or renouncing my
religion, but for not putting pepper in a cream-tar:.

ight being then pretty far advanced, the vifier
Schemfeddin Mohammed, ordered Bedreddin to be clap-
ped up again in his cage, faying to him, Stay there tll
to-morrow ; the day fhall not be {pent before I give or-
ders for your death. Then the cheft or cage was carried
away and laid upon the camel that had brought it from
Damafcus: At the fame time all the other came]i; ::frg

oade

-
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loaded again; and the vifier mounting his horfe, ordered
the camel that carried his nephew to march before him,
and fo entered the city, with all his equipage at his bacl.
After paffing turough feveral fireets, where no body ap-
peared, every one being in bed, he arrived at his houfe,
where he ordered the cheft to be taken down, but not
opened till farther orders,

While his retinue were unlading the other camels, he
took Bedreddin’s mother and his daughter afide; and ad-
drefled himfelf to the lawer: God be praifed, faid he,
my child, for this happy occafion of meeting your coufin
and your hufband. You remember to be fure what order
your chamber was in on your wedding night : Go and put
every thing in the very fame order they were then in;
and in the mean time, if your memory do not ferve you,
I can fupply it by a written account, which I caufed to
‘be taken upon that occalion: As for what elfe is to be
done, 1 will take care of that.

The beautiful lady went joyfully about her father’s
~ orders ; and he at the {aine time began to put the things

in the hall in the fame order they were in when Bed-
reddin Haffan was there with tie fultan of Egypt’s hunch-
backed groom. As he went over his manuleript, his
domeftics placed every moveable ‘accordingly.  The
throne was not forgot, nor yet the lighted wax-candles.
When every thing was put torights in the hall, the viier
went into. his daughter’s chamber, and put in their dug
place Bedreddin’s clothes, with the purfe of f{equins.
This done, he faid to the beautiful lady, Undrefs your-
felf, my child, and go to bed. As foon as Bedreddin
enters your room, complain of his being from ycu {o long,
and tell him, that when you awaked you were aftonithed
you did not find him by you. Prefs him to come to bed
again; and to-morrow morning you will divert your mo-
ther-in-law and ‘me, in telling us what pafles between you
and him this night. This faid, he went from his daugh-
E:r(;s apartment, and left her t0 undrefs herfelf and go to

ed. _

Scheherazade would have gone on with her fory, but
approaching day Obligcd her to difcontinue it.

P2 .‘T!m
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The Hundred and Taventy-firft Night.

T Owards the clofe of the next night, the Sultan of the
: Indies, who was mighty impatient to know where
the ftory of Bedreddin fhould end, awaked Scheherazade
himfelf, and bid her go on with it; which accordin%?r
fiie did in the following terms ¢ Schemfeddin Mohammed,
fuid the vifier Giafar to the caliph, ordered all his do.
mefics to depart the hall, excepting two or three, whom
he ordered to ftay there. Thefe he commanded to go
and take Bedreddin out of the cheft, to ftrip him to his
fhirt and drawers, to condué him in that condition to the
. hall, to leave him there all alone, and to fhut the door
upon him.

Bedreddin Haffan, though overwhelmed with grief
had been afleep 2ll the while : infomuch that the vidier’s
domeflics had taken him out of the cheft, and ftripped
him, before he awaked, and carried him fo fudcﬁanl :
into the hall, that they did not give him time to bething'_
himiclf where he was. When he found him{elf all alone
in the hall, he locked reund him, and the objefis of his
fight recalling to his memory the circomftances of his
marriage, ke perceived, with aftonifhment, that it was
the fame hall, where ke had feen the {ultan’s groom of
tie fizbles, Eis furprife was {till the greater, when ap-
proaching foftly 1o the deor of a chamber which he found
cpen, be fpied within his own clothes in the fame place
where he remembered to have left them on his wedding-
right. My Ged?! faid he, rubbing his eyes, am I afleep
or awake ? ::

The beautiful lady, who in the mean time was divert-
ing herfelf with his aftonifhment, opened the curtains
of her bed all on a fudden, and bending her head for-
ward, My dear lord, faid fhe, with a foft, tender air,
What do you do at the door ? Prithee come 1o bed
again! You have been out of bed along time. 1 was
firangely furprifed when I awaked, in not finding you
by me. Bedreddin Haflan’s countenance changed, wien

he perceived that the lady who fpoke to him, was that
charming perfon that he had lain with before; fo he

entered the room, but’ calling up the thoughts ol;h all
at
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that had paffed for a ten years interval, and not being

able to perfuade himfelf that it could all have happened
in the compafs of one night, he went to the place
where his clothes lay, and the purfe of fequins; and
after examining them very carefully, By the living God,
cried he, thefe are things that I can by no means com-
prehend ! The lady, who was pleafed to fee his confu-
fion, faid, Once more, my lord, come to bed again;
what do you ftand at ? Then he ftepped towards the bed,
and faid to her, Pray madam, tell me, is it long fince
I left you? The queftion, anfwered fhe, furprifes me!
Did not you rife from me but now ? Sure your thoughts
are very bufy. Madam, replied Bedreddin, I do affure
you my thoughts are not very eafy. I remember indeed
to have been with you, but I remember at the fame
time, that I have lived fince ten years at Damafcus.
Now, if I was aQually in bed with you this night, I
cannot have been from you fo long. Thefe two things
are inconfiftent, Pray tell me what to think ; whether
my marriage with you is an illufion, or whether my
abfence from you is only a dream. Yes, my lord, (cried
fhe) doubtlefs you were light-headed when you thought
you were at Damalfcus. ngpon this Bedreddin laughed
out heartily, and faid, What a comical fancy is this? b
affure you, madam, this dream of mine will be very
pleafant to you. Do but imagine, if you pleafe, that I
was at the gate of Damafcus in my fhirt and drawers, as
Iam here now; that I entered the town with the hal-
loo of a.mob that followed and infulted me ; that I fled
to a paftry-cook’s, who adopted me, taught me his trade,
and left me all he had when he died ; that after his
death I kept a fhop.- In fine, madam, I had an infinity
of other adventures, too tedious to recount: and all I
can fay, is, that ’twas not amifs that I awaked, for
they were going tonail me to a ftake. Oh Lord! and
for what, cried the lady, feigning aftonithment, would
they have ufed you fo cruelly ? “Sure you muft have
committed fome enormous crime, Not in the leaft,
replied Bedreddin, it was for nothing in the world but a
mere trifle, the moft ridiculous thing you can think of.

All the crime I was charged with, was felling a cream-

ast that had no pepper in it.  As for that maiter, faid

the
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the beautiful lady, laughing heartily, I muft fay they did
you great injuftice. Ah, madam, replied he, that was
not all. For this curfed cream-tart was every thing in
my fhop broke to pieces, myfelf bound and fettered,
and flung into a cheft, where I lay fo clofe, that methinks
Iam there flill. In fine, a carpenter was fent for, and
he was ordered to gzt ready a ftake for me: But, thanks
be to God, all thofe things are no more than adream.
wAt this period the approach of day obliged Schehera-
* zade to ftop. Schahriar could not forbear laughing at
Bedreddin, for taking a real thing for a dream. I muft
own, faid he, this is'a pleafant ftory, and [ am perfuaded
that to-morrow Schemfeddin Mohammed and his fifter-
in-law will be extremely pleafed with it. Sir, replied
the Sultanefs, that I fhall have the honour to acquaint
you with to-morrow, if you fuffer me to live fo long.
Upon that the fultan rofe without faying one word : But
he had no mind to cut her head off ull he had heard the
ftory out.

T Hundred and Twentyfecond Night

Cheherazade, waking before day, went on as follows :

J Sir, Bedreddin was not eafy all night: He waked
from time to time, and put the queftion to himfelf,
whether he dreamed or was awake: He diftruted his
felicity ;3 and to be fure whether it was true or not,
opened the curtains, and looked round the room, I am
not miftaken, fure, faid he; this is the fame chamber
where [ enter’d inftead of the hunch-back’d groom of the
ftables; and I am now in bed with the fair lady that
was defigned for him. Day-light, which then appear-
ed, had not yet difpelled his uneafinefs, when the vifier
Schemfeddin Mohammed, his uncle, knocked at the
_door, and at the fame time went in to bid him good-
MOrTow.

Bedreddin ‘Haffan was extremely furprifed to fee, all
on a fudden, a man that he knew {o well, and that now
appeared with a quite different air from that with which
he pronounced the terrible fentence of death againit him.
Ah'! cried Bedreddin, it was you that condemned me fo

. i unjuftly
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unjuftly, to a manner of death, the thoughts of which
make me fhrink ftill, and all for a cream-tart without
pepper.  The vifier fell a laughing, and to put him out
of {ufpenfe, told him how, by the miniftry of a genius,
(for Boffw’s relation made him fufpect the adventure
he had been at his houfe, and had married his daughter
inftead of the fultan’s groom of the ftables; then he
acquainted him that he had difcovered him to be his
nephew by a book written by the hand of Noureddin
Ali; and purfuant to that difcovery had gone from Cairo
to Balfora in queft of him. My dear nephew, (added
he, with embraces and all the marks ofp tendernefs) I
afk your pardon for all I have made you undergo fince
I difcovered you. I had a mind to bring you to my
houfe before I told you your happinefs, which ought
now to be fo much the dearer to you, that it has coft
you fo much perplexity and aflition., To atone for all
your afflitions, comfort yourfelf with the joy of being
i the company of thofe who ought to be deareft to you,
While you are drefling yourfelf, I’ll go and acquaint your
mother, who is beyond meafure impatient to fee you; and
will likewife bring your fon to you, whom you faw at
Damafcus, and for whom you fhewed fo much affection,
without knowing him.

No words are of fufficient energy to exprefs the joy
of Bedreddin, when he faw his mother and his fon.
Thefe three embraced, and fhewed all the tranfports that
love and a moving tendernefs could infpire. The mother
ipoke to Bedreddin in the moft moving terms ; fhe men-
uoned the grief fhe had felt for his long abfence, and
the tears the had fhed. [Little Ajib, inftead of flying his
father’s embraces, as at Damafcus, received them with
all the marks of pleafure. And Bedreddin Haffan, di-
vided between two objeéts {o worthy of his love, thought
he could not give fufficient marks of his affection.

While this pafled at Schemfeddin Mohammed’s, the
vifier was gone to the palace, to give the fultan an ac-
count of the happy fuccefs of his voyage ; and the fultan
was fo charmed with the recital of the ftory, that he or-
dered it to be taken down in writing, and carefully pre-
ferved among the archieves of the kingdom. ~After

Schem-
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Schemfeddin’s teturn to his houfe, having prepared a noble
feaft, he fat down to table with his family, and all the
houfehold paffed the day in folemnity and mirth.

The viEer Giafar having thus made an end of the
ftory of Bedreddin Haflan, told the caliph Haroun Al-
rafchid, that this was what he had to relate to his ma-
jefty. The caliph found the ftory fo furprifing, thac
without farther hefitation he granted his flave Rihan’s
pardon: And to condole the young man, for the grief
of having unhappily deprived himfelf of a woman whom
he loved fo tenderly, married him to one of his flaves,
beftowed liberal gifts upon him, and entertained him tiil
he died——But fir, added Scheherazade, obferving the
day began to appear, though the ftory I have now told
you be very agreeable, I have one ftill that is much more
fo. Ifyour majefty glea{'es to hear it the next night,
P’m certain you will be of the fame mind. Schahriar
rofe without giving any anfiver, and was in a quandary
what todo. The good Sultanefs (faid he within him-
felf) tells very long ftories, and when once fhe begins
one, there’s no refufing to hearit out. I can’t tell whe-
ther I fhall put her to death to-day or not. No fure, I
will not; I’fl do nothing rafhly ; the ftory fhe promifes
is perhaps more diverting than all fhe has told yet; I will
not deprive myfelf of the pleafure of hearing it; when
once fhe has told it, then fhe fhall die,

Y% Erd of the Firfl Vlume.



