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[NTRODUCTION,

OxpLy seventy vears have elapsed since the great English
Orientalist, St William Jones, astonished the learned world
by the discovery of a Sanskrit Dramatic Literature. Ile has
himsclf given ns the history of this discovery, It appears that,
o lus arvival in Bengal, he was very solicitous to procure
access to certain books called Nétaks, of which he had read
in one of the ¢ Lettres Edifiantes ot Curicuses,” written by the
Jeswit  Missionaries of China.  But. although he sonsht in-
formation by consulting  both  Brahmans and  Furopeans, he
was wholly unable for some time to satsfy his cuiosity as
to the nature of these books. It was reported to him that they
were not histories; as he had hoped, but that they abounded
with fables, and consisted of conversations i prose and verse
held before ancient Réjas, in their public assemblics.  Others,
again, asscrted that they were discourses on dancing, music,
and poetry. At length, a sensible Brahman, conversant with
European manners, removed all his doubts, and guve him no
less delight than surprise by telling him that the English nation




vl INTRODUCTION.

had compositions of the same sort, which were publicly repre-
conted at Caleutta in the cold season, and bore the name of
Plays,  The same Brahman, when asked which of these Nataks
was most universally esteemed, answered without hesitation,
¢ Sakoontala.”

It may readily be imagined with what interest the keen
Orientalist received this communication; with what rapidity
he followed up the clue; and, when at length his zeal was
rewarded by actual possession of a MS. copy of one of these
dramas, with what avidity he proceeded to explore the treasures
which for cighteen hundred vears had remained as unknown
to the European world as the gold-fields of Australia.  Indeed,
it has now Dbeen ascertained that the antiquity of some of the
Sanskrit dramas thus brought to light, extends back to a still
more remote period than the commencement of the Christian era.

The carliest with which we are acquainted, * The Toy-cart,’
translated by Professor H. H. Wilson, is attributed to a regal
author, king Stdraka, whose reign is generally fixed i the second
century B.¢., and it is not improbuble that others, the names
of which only have been preserved, may belong to a previous
century.  Considering that the nations of Lurope can scarcely
be said to have possessed a dramatic literature before the four-
teenth or fifteenth century of the present era, the great age

ol the Hinda plays would of itself be a most interesting and
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attractive circumstance, even if their poetical merit were not
of a very high order. But when to the antiquity of these
productions 1s added their extreme beauty and excellence as
literary compositions, and when we also take into account their
value as representations of the carly condition of Hindd society
—which, notwithstanding the lapse of two thousand vears, has
in many particulars obeyed the law of unchangeableness ever
stamped on the manners and customs of the Bast,—we are led
to wonder that the .stml‘\' of the Indian drama has not com-
mended itself 1n a greater degree to the attention of Furopeans,
and especially of Englishmen. The English student, at least,
15 bound by considerations of duty, as well as curiosity, to make
himsell acquainted with a subject which illustrates and explains
the condition of the millions of Hindds who owe allegiance to
his own Sovereign and are governed by English laws.

Of all Indian dramatists, and indeed of all Indian poets,
the most celebrated 1s Kéliddsa, the writer of the present play.
e comes next in date to the author of the © Tov-cart; and,
although little 1s known of the circumstances of his life, vet
there 1s satisfactory evidence to prove that he lived in the time
of King Vikramaditya 1., whose capital was Ujjayini, now
Oujein (a sacred and very ancient city sitnated to the north-east
of Grujarat), and who flourished in the middle of the century

preceding the commencement of onr era.
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From the absence of historical literature in India, our know-
ledge of the state of Hindistdn between the incursion of
Alexander and the Muhammadan conquest is very slight.  DBut
it is ascertained with tolerable accuracy that, after the invasion
of the kingdoms of Bactria and Afghénistdn, the Tartars or
Scythians (called by the Hindas ".\:a'tlms’j overran the north-
western provinees of India, and retained possession of them tll
the reien of Vikramdaditya. This great monarch succeeded in
driving back the barbaric hordes beyond the Tndus, and so
consolidated his empire that his dominion extended over the
whole of Northern Hinddstan., His name is even now cherished
by the Hindis with pride and affection, and the date of his
victory over the Sevthians, B.c. 56, is the starting-point of the
Swmvat cra, from which they still continue to count. There 1s
good authority for affirming that the reign of Vikramaditya 1.
was equal in Dbrillianey to that of any monarch in any age or
country. He was a liberal patron of science and literature, and
cave the most splendid encouragement to pocts, philologists,
astronomers, and mathematicians.  Nine illustrious men  of
genius adorned his court, and were supported by his bounty.
They were called the * Nine Gems;” and Kalidasa is by general
consent allowed to have been the brightest of the mine.  T'o him
(as to another celebrated Indian Dramatist, Bhavabhuati, who

flourished in the eighth century) only three plays are attributed




INTRODUCTION. 1X

1

and of these the Sakoontald (here translated) has acquired the
greatest celebrity
Indeed, the popularity of this play with the natives of

India exceeds that of any other dramatic, and probably of any
other poctical, composition.  But it is not in India alone that
the Sakoontald is known and admired. Tts excellence is now
recognized in every literary circle throughout the continent of
Europe ; and its beauties, if not yet universally known and
appreciated, are at least acknowledged by many learned men
in every country of the civilized world. The four well-known
lines of Goethe, so often quoted m relation to the Indian drama,
may here be repeated :

“Willst du die Bliithe des frithen, die Friichte des spiteren Jahres,

Willst du was reizt und entziiekt, willst du was siittigt und nihet,

Willst du den Himmel, die Erde, mit cinem Namen begreifen ¢

Nenn' ich Sukontald, Dich, und so ist Alles gesagt.”

“Wouldst thou the young year's blossoms and the fruits of its decline,
And all by which the soul is eharmed, enraptured, feasted, fod
Wouldst thon the earth and heaven itself in one sole name combine 2

[ name thee, O Sakoontala ! and all at onee is smd.”

Augustus Williamm von Schlegel, o his first Lecture on
Dramatic Titerature, savs: * Among the Indians, the people
from whom perhaps all the cultivation of the human race has

* Of the other two, the most evlebrated, called Vikramorvasi, has been excellently
translated by Professor H, . Wilson, and will be found in his * Hindd Theatre.”




X, INTRODUCTION,

been derived, plays were known long before they could have
experienced any foreign influence. It has lately been made
known in Europe that they have a rich dramatic literature, which
ascends back for more than two thousand vyears. The only
specimen of their plays (Ndtaks) hitherto known to us is the
delightful Sukoontald, which, notwithstanding the colouring of
a foreign climate, bears in its general structure a striking resem-
blance to our romantic drama.”

Alexander von IHumboldt, in treating of Indian poetry,
observes : * Kalidasa, the celebrated author of the Fialk(i)()llt;\]ii,
is a masterly deseriber of the influence which Nature exercises
upon the minds of lovers.  This great poct flourished at the
splendid conrt of Vikramdditya, and was, therefore, cotemporary
with Virgil and IHorace.  Tenderness in the expression of
feeling, and richness of creative fancy, have assigned to him
his lofty place among the poets of all nations.”

These considerations induced me, in 1853, to compile and
publish a correct edition of the text of the f‘iil]{ot)]ltu]ﬁ from
various original MSS. with English translations of the metrical
passages, and explanatory notes, being in fact the only edition
ever pll]}]is]led in this country. To the notes of that edition
I must refer all students of Sanskrit literature who desire a
close and literal translation of the present drama. In the

Preface T pledged myself at some future time to present the
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English public with a free translation of the whole play. That
pledge is here redeemed, and the following pages contain the
first English translation, in prose and verse, of the true and
pure version of the most celebrated drama of the great Indian
Shakspere.  The need felt by the British public for some such
translation as I have here offered, can scarcely be questioned.
A great people, who, through their empire in India, command
the destinies of the Hastern world, ought surely to be conversant
with the most popular of Indian dramas, in which the customs
of the Hindas, their opinions, prejudices, and fables; their reli-
eious rites, daily oceupations, and amusements, are reflected as in
a mirror. Norv is the prose translation of Sir W. Jones (ex-
cellent though it be) adapted to meet the requirements of the
Englishman who, unacquainted with Sanskrit, desires an accurate
representation of the original text, and notes to explain unin-
telligible allusions.  That translation was unfortunately made
from modern and corrupt manuscripts (the best that could then
be procurcd), in which the bold and nervous phraseology of
Kdlidasa lias been weakened, his delicate expressions of refined
love clothed in a merctricious dress, and his ideas, grand in
their simplicity, diluted by repetition or amplification. It is,
morcover, altogether unfurnished with explanatory annotations.
The text of my edition, on the contrary, represents the old

and pure version of the drama, and from that text the present
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translation has been made ; while abundant notes have becn
added, suflicient to answer the exigencies of the noun-oriental
scholar.  Morcover, the metrical portions of the play have, for
the first time, been rendered into verse.

It may be remarked that in every Sanskrit play the women
and inferior characters speak a kind of provincial Sanskrit or
pators, called Prakrit—Dbearing the same relation to Sanskrit that
[talian bears to Latin, or that the spoken Latin of the age of
Cicero bore to the highly polished Latin in which he delivered
his Orations.  Even the heroine of the drama is made to speak
i the vulgar dialect.  "The hero, on the other hand, and all the
higher male characters, speak in Sanskrit; and, as if to mvest
them with still greater dignity, half of what they say is in verse,
[ndeed the prose part of their speeches is often very common-
place, heing only introductory to the lofty sentiment of the poetry
that follows, Thus, if the whole composition be compared to a
web, the prose will correspond to the warp, or that part which is
extended lengthwise in the loom, while the metrical portion will
answer to the cross-threads which constitute the woof, The original
verses are written oo great variety of Sanskrit metres.  or ex-
ample, the first thirty-four verses of the Sakoontald exhibit eleven
different varieties of metre.  No metrical system in English could
give any idea of the almost infinite resources of the Sanskrit in

this respect.  Blank verse has therefore heen employed, as
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more in unison with the character of our own dramatic Wrltines,
and rhyming stanzas have only been admitted when the subject-
matter seemed to call for such a change.  Perhaps the chief
consideration that induced me to adopt this mode of metrical
translation was, that the free and unfettered character of the
verse cnabled me to Preserye more of the freshness and \'i;:'tnll'
of the original.  If the poetical ideas of Kalidasa have not been
expressed m langnage as musical as his own, 1 have at least done
my best to avoud diluting them by paraphvastic cirenmlocutions
or additions, I the ]"l!l;_{li.s]l VOrses ire ]l]'[l.\':lif'_‘ [ have the
satisfaction of  knowing that by vesisting the allurements of
rhyme, I have done all in my power to avoid substituting a
fictitious and meagre poem of my own for the grand, yet sinple
and chaste creation of Kdlidasa,  The unrestricted liberty of
cmploying hypermetrical Iines of eleven syllables, <anetioned by
the highest authority in dramatic composition, has, T think,
facilitated the attainment of this object.  One of our own pocts
has saud i relation to such lines, © Let it be remembered that they
supply us with another cadence ; that they add, as it were, a string
to the instrument ;3 and—Dby enabling the poet to relax at pleasure,
to risc and fall with his subject—contribute what is most wanted,
compass and variety. They are nearest to the tlow of an un-

-

studied eloguence, and hould therefore be nsed in the drama.’

Rucers “Italy,” note to line 23,




N1V INTRODUCTION,

Shakspere does not scruple to availl himself of  this license
four or five times in succession, as in the well-known passage
bheginning—

“To be or not ta be, that is the question ;™
and even Milton uses the same {freedom once or twice 1 every
page,

The poctical merit of Kaliddsa’s Sakoontald is so universally
admitted that any remarks on this head would be superfluons,
[ will merely observe that, in the opinion of the learned natives,
the Fourth Act, which deseribes the departure of Sakoontald
from the hermitage, contains the most obvious beauties; and
that no one can read this act, nor indeed any act of the play,
without being struck with the vichness and elevation of its
author’s genius, the exuberance and glow of his faney, his
ardent love of the beantiful, his deep svmpathy with Nature
and Nature's Toveliest scenes, his profound knowledge of the
human  heart, his  delicate appreciation  of its most  refined
fcelings, his  familiavity  with its conflicting  sentiments — and
emotions.  But in proportion to the acknowledged excellence of
Kalidasa’s composition, and in proportion to my own increasing
admiration of its beauties, is the diffidence I feel lest | Ny
have failed to infuse any of the poetry of the original into the
present version. Translation  of poetry must, at the best,

!'l'.\l'lll]lll' IIII' Process r;f' ])f!![l'il]l.‘.i' ol l]if_{'lll\‘ \‘u];[[ilv aed evianeacenlt
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spirit from one receptacle into another.  The oviginal Auid will
always suffer a certain amount of waste and evaporation.

The English veader, remembering that the author of the
Sakoontald lived in the century preceding the Christian era, will
at least be dnelined to wonder at the analogies which it offers
to onr own dramatic {'uml)tmilimh of fifteen or sixteen centuries
later.  The dexterity with which the plot is arranged and con-
ducted, the meenuity with which the incidents wre connected,
the skill with which the characters are delineated and contrasted
with cach other, the holdness and felicity of the diction, would
51';11'1'(‘1.\' he 111|\\'c'n'1]1_\-' of the 2 ktanhl dramatists of modern times.
Nor does the parallel fail 1 the management of the business of
the stage, in minute directions to the actors, and varions scenie
artifices.  The asides and aparts, the exits and the l'IIll'il]]('r‘.x,’
the manner, attitude, and gait of the speakers, the tone of voice
with which they are to deliver themselves, the tears, the smiles,
and the langhter, are as regularly indicated as in a modern
rama.

In reference to the constitution and structnre of the play
here translated, a few general remarks on the dramatic systemn
of the Hindds may not be inappropriate.”

Dramatic poctry is said to have heen ivented by the sage

« The admirable Essay by Professor T HL Wilson, prefixed to his © Hinda Theatre,

is the prineipal souree of information on this subject,
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Bharata, who lived at a very remote period of Indian history,
and was the author of a system of music.  The drama of these
carly times was probably nothing more than a species of rude
pantomime, in which music and dancing were accompanied by
mute gestceulation.  There is httle trace of real dramatic
dialogue until the sccond century p.c., and the art of theatrical
representation was not brought to perfection till the era of
Vikramaditya.  In India, as in Greece, scenie entertainments
took place at rehigious festivals, and on solemn public oceasions
of rejoicing.  Kaliddsa’s Sukoontald seems to have been acted
at the commencement of the summer-season—a period peculiarly
sacred to Wama-deva, the Indian God of Love. We are told
that it was cnacted before an audience ¢ consisting chiefly of
men of education and  discernment.”  As the greater part of
every play was written in Sanskrit, whicl, (although spoken in
some portion of India at a remote period, was certainly not the
vernacular language of the country at the time when the Hindd
dramas were performed), few spectators would be present who
were not of the learned and educated elasses,  This circumstance
15 1 accordance with the constitution of Hindd socicty, whereby
the productions of literature, as well as the offices of state, were
reserved for the privileged castes.*

Every play opens with a prologue, or, more correctly, an

See Wilson's * Hinda Theatre,’ p, xiii,
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itroduction, designed to prepare the way for the entrance of the
dramatis personw. The prologue commences with a benediction
or prayver (pronounced by a Brahman, or if the stage-manager
happened to be of the Brahmanical caste, by the manager him-
self), i which the poet invokes the favour of the national deity
in behalf of the audience,  The blessing is generally followed by
a dialogue between the manager and one or two of the actors,
in which an account is given of the author of the drama, a
complimentary tribute is paid to the eritical acumen of the
spectators, and such a reference is made to past occurrences or
present circumstances as may be necessary for the elucidation of
the plot. At the conclusion of the prologue, the manager, by
some abrupt exclamation, adroitly introduces one of the dramatic
personages, and the real performance commences.

The play, being thus opened, is carried forward in scenes and
acts 3 cach scene being marked by the entrance of one character
and the exit of another, as in the rench drama.  The dramatis
persona were divided into three classes—the inferior characters
(nicha), who were said to speak Prakrit, in a monotonous unem-
phatic tone of voice (anuddltoltyd); the middling (madhyama),
and the superior (pradhina), who were said to speak Sanskrit
with accent, emphasis, and expression (uddttoktyd). In general,
the stage is never left vacant till the end of an act, nor does any

change of locality take place till then.  The commencement of a
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new act is often marked, like the commencement of the piece, by
an introductory monologue or dialogue, spoken by one or more
of the dramatis personwe, and called Vishkambha or Pravesaka.
[n this scene allusion 18 frequently made to events supposed to
have occurred in the interval of the acts, and the audience is
the better prepared to take up the thread of the story, which
is then skilfully carried on to the concluding scene.  The picce
closes, as it began, with a prayer for national plenty and pros-
perity, addressed to the favourite deity, and spoken by one of
the principal personages of the drama.

Although, in the conduct of the plot, and the delineation of
character, the Hinda dramatists show considerable skill, vet they
do not appear to have been remarkable for much fertility of
imvention.  Love, according to Hindd notions, is the subject of
most of their dramas. The hero, who is generally a king, and
already the husband of a wife or wives (for a wife or two more
or less 1s mo encumbrance in Indian plays), is suddenly smitten
with the charms of a lovely woman, sometimes a nvmph, or, as
in the case of b:ukumnal'{t, the daughter of a nymph by a mortal
father.  The heroine is required to be cqually impressible, and
the first tender glance from the hero’s eye reaches her heart.
With true feminine delicacy, however, she locks the secret of her
passion in her own breast, and by her coyness and reserve keeps

her lover for a long period in the aconies of suspense,  The
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hero, being reduced to a proper state of desperation, is harassed
by other difficulties.  Either the celestial nature of the nymph is
in the way of their union, or he doubts the legality of the match,
or he fears his own unworthiness, or he is hampered by the
angry jealousy of a previous wife, In short, doubts, obstacles
and delays make great havoe of both hero and heroine. They
give way to melancholy, indulge in amorous rhapsodies, and
become very emaciated.  So far, it must be confessed, the story
is decidedly dull, and its pathos, notwithstanding the occasional
grandeur and beauty of the imagery, often verges on the
ridiculous.  But, by way of relief, an element of life is generally
introduced n the character of the Vidashaka, or Jester, who is
the constant companion of the hero; and in the voung maidens,
who are the confidential friends of the heroine, and soon bhecome
possessed of her seeret. By a curious regulation, the Jester is
always a Brihman, and, therefore, of a caste superior to the
King himself’; yet his business is to excite mirth by being
ridiculous in person, age, and attire.  He s represented as grey-
haired, hump-backed, lame and hideously ugly.  In fact, he is
a species of buffoon, who 1s allowed full liberty of speech, being
himsell a universal butt.  Tis attempts at wit, which are rarely
very suceessful, and his allusions to the pleasures of the table, of
which he is a confessed votary, are absurdly contrasted with the

sertentious solemmity  of the despairing hero, crossed in the
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prosecution of his love-suit. His clumsy interference in the
intrigues of his friend, only serves to angment his difficulties,
and occasions many an awkward dilemma. On the other hand,
the shrewdness of the heroine’s confidantes never seems to fail
them under the most trying circumstances; while their sly
jokes and innuendos, their love of fun, their girlish sympathy
with the progress of the love-affuir, their warm affection for
their friend, heighten the interest of the plot, and contribute
not a little to vary its monotony.

Fortunately, in the Sakoontald, the story is diversified, and
the interest well-sustained by a chain of stirring incidents.  The
first link in the chain, however, does not commence until the
Fourth Act, when the union of the heroine with the king
Dushyanta, and her aceeptance of the marriage-ring as the token
of recognition, are supposed to have taken place.  Then follows
the king's departure and temporary desertion of his bride ; the
curse pronounced on Sakoontald by the choleric Sage; the
monarch’s consequent loss of memory ; the bride’s jouwrney to
the palace of her husband; the mysterious disappearance of
the marriage-token ; the public repudiation of Sakoontald ; her
miraculous assumption to a celestial asylum ; the unexpeeted
discovery of the ring by a poor fisherman ; the king’s agony on
recovering his recollection ; his aerial voyage m the car of

Indra: his strange meeting with the refractory child in the
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groves of KaSyapa; the boy’s battle with the young lion; the
search for the amulet, by which the king is proved to be his
father ; the return of .éu'lkumtulzi, and the happy re-union of
the lovers ;—all these form a connected series of moving and
interesting incidents.  The feclings  of the audience are
wrought up to a pitch of great intensity ; and whatever emotions
of terror, gricf, or pity, may have been excited, are properly
tranquilized by the happy termination of the story. Indeed, if
a calamitous conclusion be necessary to constitute a tragedy
the IHindd dramas are never tragedies. They are mixed
compositions, in which joy and sorrow, happiness and misery,
are. woven in a mingled web,—tragi-comic representations,
in which good and evil, richt and wrong, truth and falschood,
are allowed to mingle in confusion during the first acts of
the drama. DBut, in the last act, harmony is always restored,
order succeeds to disorder, tranquillity to agitation ; and the
mind of the spectator, no longer perplexed by the apparent
ascendancy of evil, is soothed, and purified, and made to
acquicsce in the moral lesson deducible from the plot.

The play of S:Lkoontnh’t, as Sir W. Jones observes, must
have been very popular when it was first performed.  The
Indian empire was then in its palmy days, and the national
vanity would be highly flattered by the introduction of thosc
kings and heroes who were supposed to have laid the foundation

n
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of its greatness and magnificence, and whose names were con-
nected with all that was sacred and holy in their religion.
Dushyanta, the hero of the drama, according to Indian legends,
was one of the descendants of the Moon, or, in other words,
belonged to the Lunar dynasty of Indian princes; and, if any
dependance may be placed on Hindd chronology, must have
lived in the twenty-first or twenty-second generation after the
flood. Puru, his most celebrated ancestor, was the sixth in
descent from the Moon’s son Budha, who married a daughter
of the good king Satya-vrata, preserved by Vishnu in the ark at
the time of the Deluge. The son of Dushyanta, by éukcuntu]z’l,
was Bharata, from whom India is still called by the natives Bharata-
varsha.  After him came Samvarana, Kuru, Santanu, Bhishma, and
Vydsa. The latter was the father of Dhritardshtra and Péandu, the
quarrels of whose sons form the subject of the great Sanskrit epic
poem called Mahdbhérata, a poem with which the audience would
be quite familiar, and in which they would feel the greatest pride.

The pedigree of g&lkuulltulﬁ, the heroine of the drama, was
no less interesting, and calculated to awaken the religious
sympathies of Indian spectators.  She was the daughter of the
celebrated Viswamitra, a nane associated with many remark-
able circumstances in - Hindd mythology and history.  Iis
genealogy, and the principal events of his life, are narrated in

the Ramdyana, the first of the two great epic poems, which were
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to the Hindds what the Iliad and the Odyssey were to the
Greeks. e was originally of the regal caste; and, havine
raisedd himself to the rank of a Brahman by the length and
rigour of his penance, he became the preceptor of Ramachandra,
who was the hero of the Ramdyana, and one of the incarnations
of the god Vishnu. With such antecedents, the andience conld
not fail to bring a sharpened appetite, and a self-satisfied frame
of mind, to the performance of the play.

Although in the following translation it has been thought
expedient to conform to modern usage, by indicating at the head
of each Act the scene in which it is laid, yet it is proper to
apprize the English reader that in scenery and scenic apparatus
the Hindd drama must have been very defective.  No directions
as to changes of scene are given in the original text of the play.
This 1s the more curious, as there are numerous stage-directions
which prove that, in respect of dresses and decorations, the
resources of the Indian theatre were sufficiently ample.

It is probable that a curtain suspended across the stage, and
divided in the centre, answered all the purposes of scenes.
Behind the curtain was the space or room called nepathya, where
the decorations were kept, where the actors attired themselves,
and remained in readiness before entering the stage, and whither
they withdrew on leaving 1it.  When an actor was to enter

hurriedly, he was directed to do so with @ toss of the curtain.’
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The machinery and paraphernalia of the Indian theatre were
also very limited, contrasting in this respect unfavourably with
the ancient Greek theatre, which appears to have comprehended
nearly all that modern ingenuity has devised. Nevertheless,
seats, thrones, weapons, and chariots, were certainly introduced,
and as the intercourse between the inhabitants of heaven and
carth was very frequent, it is not improbable that there may have
been aerial contrivances to represent the chariots of celestial
beings, as on the Greek stage. 1t is plain, however, from the
frequent occurrence of the word ndtayitwd, *gesticulating,’
¢ acting,” that much had to be supplied by the imagination of the
spectator, assisted by the gesticulations of the actors.

For further information relative to the dramatic system of
the Hindas, the reader is referred to the notes appended to the
present translation. It 1s hoped that they will be found to ex-
plain every allusion that might otherwise be unintelligible to the
English reader. With reference to the illustrations and poly-
chromatic borders, with which the volume has been enriched, 1
should state that the artist has availed himself of some beautiful
luminated MSS. and illustrated works, which were placed at
his disposal, through the kindness of Professor H. H. Wilson, at
the East-India House, and of Professor Duncan Forbes, at the
British Museum ; and that no expense or trouble has been spared

to ensure accuracy and correctness in the delineation of the land-
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scapes and figures ; and to adapt the costumes, as far as possible,
to the usages of the age in which the drama was performed.  As
to the typography and general execcution of the book, it would
be unjust not to say that they are worthy of the increasing
reputation of Mr. Stephen Austin, of Hertford, from whose press
have issued some of the most perfect specimens of decorative

Oriental printing that this country has ever produced.
M. W,

East Inpia Correcr, Hartevynonry,

June, 1845,
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RULES FOR THE PRONUNCIATION OF THE
PROPER NAMES.

Opserve. that in order to sceure the correct pronunciation of the
title of this Drama, *Sakuntald®™ has been spelt “Sakoontald,” the «

being pronounced like the « i the Enelish word sule.

The vowel ¢ must invariably be pronounced with a dull sound,
like the e v organ, ov the w in fun, sun. Dushiyanta  must
thevefore be pronounced as il written Duoshyunta.  The long vowel
a is pronounced like the e in last, cort; ¢ like the 7 in pen,
stie; ¢ like the ¢ 1 marine: ¢ like the ¢ in prey ;o like the v iu
so i ar ke the we i aisle; an like aw in the German word baum,

or like the or 10 owr.

The consonants are generally pronounced as in English, but g
has always the sound of g in gun, give, never of ¢ in gin, S with

the accent over it (s), has the sound of s iu swre, or of the

last s 111 session.
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PERSONS REPRESENTIED.

Dusuyvaty, Aing of Ixviy,

Mo FHAYVYA, the jester, friend and companion of the Kixa.

Kaxwa, cheef of the hermits, foster-father of .\‘:\ KOONTALA.

’ .

r:f“"m““‘ ) two brahimans, belonging to the hermitage of Kaxwa.

SARADWATA,

Mirrivase, brother-in-lawe of the king, and superintendent of lhe city puliee.

JANURES aud SUcusga, fwo constables.

Varavasa, the chamberlain or attendand on the women's apartments.

SOMARATA, the domestie priest.

Karmannaks, a messenger of the queei-molley.

Rarvariks, the warder or doorkeeper.

Miravt, charivteer of Ixnnra.

Sanva-payaxa, afterwards Buawsry, a lidtle boy, son of Dusnyasiy by
?‘E\I\'lm.\"l'\l.{.

Kasyary, a divine sage, progenitor of wen gods, sun of Manient, and

grandson of Bransy,




XX VI PERSONS REPRESENTED.

:‘::.-\KI'II'IZ\'T;lL.;, daughter of the sage Viswinrrea and the nymph MeNaky,
Joster-elidld of the hermit Kaxwa.

Privasvani and ANAsCY S, female attendants, companions of SAK0ONTALA.

Gavrami, a holy matron, superior of the female inhabitants of the hermitage.

Vaseyari, the queen of DUsnyaNTa.

SANUMATIE, @ nymph, friend of SAKOONTATA.

Tarsriks, personal aitendant of the Kixag.

Cusrvriis, personal attendant of the Querx.

Yereavari, frnale warder or doorkeeper.

Paravurrrie s and Mavuvesuwiss, maidens in charge of the royal gardens.

SUYRATA, @ nurse.

Avtrry wife of Kasyars ;s grand-daughter of Brams, through her father
Diksmy.

Cioartoreer, Frsueryvax, Orrreers, asv Herarrs,




SAKOONTATLA:

O,

THE LOST RING.

PROLOGUE.

BENEDICTION,

Isa preserve you !t he who is revealed

In these cight forms® by man perceptible—
Water, of all ereation’s works the first ;
The fire that hears on high the saerifie
Presented with solemnity to heaven ;

The Priest, the holy ofterer of gifts

The Sun and Moon, those two majestie orbs,
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Fiternal marshallers of day and mght ; | P
1. 4 ‘l_ '
2 The subtle Ether, vehicle of sound, Z {\
? s - ’,E '}
, Diftused throughout the boundless universe . W
e Al m ' > l-k .‘I' \Q ‘_
['he Earth, by sages called * The place of birth I - /.
v . . . l "'E "'\
M all material essences and things ™ ; ’ ff"
{ | And Air, which giveth life to all that breathe. e )ii
f i {%
STAGE-MANAGER, ’
5 S :_f"-’n’ i the rvesitation -’gf' the r{lr..'ff'i’i’flf'fflﬂh._l ot /}(-
3 @f;‘ [ Looking lowards the tiring-roou. il ¥ 19
el e L : 3 i
(Y Lady, when you have finished attiving vourself, come this (-
4 &
N Way. il B
2;.. | . v N El

\CTRESS, [ Esitering.

Here I am, Sir: what are your commands :

STAGE-MANAGER.
We are here before the eves of an audience of cducated
3

and discerning men ; * and haye to represent in their presence

1o new drama composed by Kilidasa, called ¢ Sakoontald, «

the Lost Ring."' TLet the whole company exert themselves

ta o lil[s‘-ﬁr-i' Lo lilt’il' several ]):ll“tr-i.

\CTRESS.
You, Sir, have so judiciously managed the cast of

characters that nothing will be defective in the wetine.

— vy o SRR T S

~L @,\l* : ﬂ ‘I :' a k S 53
PO A

- - - - -
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STAGE-MANAGER,

I".Lfl_‘.', [ will tell Vol the exact state of the case.

No skill in acting can I deem complete,

Till from the wise the actor gain applause :
Know that the heart ¢’en of the truly skilful,

Shrinks from too hoastful confidence in selt.

ACTRESS. [ Modestly.

You jllt]}_:'q' {'ﬂl'l‘l‘t'[l.\'. And now what are Nour commands *

STAGE-MANAGER.
What can you do better than engage the attention of the

audience by some captivating melody =

ACTRESS.

Which among the scasons shall T sclect as the subject of
my song ’

STAGE-MANAGER,

You surely ought to give the preference to the present
Summer season® that has but recently commenced, @ season
so rich in enjoyment.  For now

Unceasing are the charms of haleyon days,

When the cool bath exhilarates the frame
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’ =%, i

LYy

7

1K€
When sylvan gales are laden with the scent ] ..\\l\
. s ’\(‘)

. {‘yf (A}

; }., - Of fragrant Patalas;® when soothing sleep S«'
‘ I »
I -7 - ; . . (e IS
OV (‘reeps softly on bencath the decpening shade ; e v,
Al | ¥ " \‘:

z 3l . A\
‘- And when, at last, the duleet calm of eve oy
= p Rl
£ R Entrancing steals o’'er every yielding sense. & )l

| i € )
+ ) I o

OO
.,’/'; ;
.@ \

VCTRESS.

‘\ ‘@-“‘ "' /
- 3
J\"v\.;'

[ will. [ Sings. A

Fond maids, the chosen of their hearts to please,

.@N

Intwine their cars with sweet Sivisha flowers,”

"' : '8 I P
P~ Whose fragrant lips attract the kiss of hees ~ i\ L7
. & , (.
o, ": That softly murmur throueh the summer hours. . j“}_ 3
R 1 o R

o :
- IR @r’

. STAGE-MANAGER. I
1\“ p ' -~ . {a |
-~ \ : ‘ o
e - Y (Charminely sune.  The awdience are motionless as statues, :( )

A\ T 1 & L
;:? é“" their souls riveted by the enchanting strain.  What subject [Foet

N / : x 0 A3 8
N . s - 4

S shall we seleet for representation, that we may ensure a P
LT i l-._

: bt o . : 3
\‘\'5 continuance of their favour : €" £\
:". | ~

%2 2w/’
. b e
G i VOTRESS, i s

Whynot the same, Sir, anmounced by you at first?  Let

the drama called *Sakoontald, or the Lost Ring' be the

stthjeet of our drumatic performunce.
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STAGE-MANAGER.

Rightly reminded ! For the moment 1 had forgotten it.

4 3
\9’2 X
P

Your song’s transporting melody decoyed

My thoughts, and rapt with ecstasy my soul

4

LA
= a3
F =g

o |
-

.
.

As now the bonnding antelope allines

)

la R
-
>,

e
S T
s

-

P
~ b |

The King Dushyanta® on the chase intent.

-

[ Iﬁ‘lhl Wil

-y
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AOT L 4
[ Y \-5
ScENE—A Lrest. /
Il ’,}"
FEunter Kixa Dusayasta, armed with a bow and arrow, i «a e
; A €
chariol, chasing an antelope, attended by his CoarioTeen. é’
. »1)
CHARIOTEELR. £ (_,‘_
[ Laoking at the deer and then at the Kixo. &'
Gireat Prinee,
. 3
When on the antelope 1 bend my gaze, " ?‘
J i &
And on your Majesty, whose mighty how i
Hus its string firmly braced ; before my eyes hs
I'he god that wiclds the trident * seems revealed, \
3
Chasing the deer that flies from him in vain. (‘*—
KING., =
Charioteer, this fleet antelope has drawn us far from ny \ Zi
] r X
attendants,  See! there he rans: l 3
[ M=
Ave and anon his graceful neck he bends <“
To cast a glance at the pursuing car ; {"‘
) ) ; o ¢
And dreading now the swift-descending shaft, e
Contracts mto itself’ his lender frameo : | 2
| AT
About his path, in scattered fragments strewn, | 7
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E!" f g ;.-f
5 -\ The half-chewed grass falls from his panting montl : N
i“/ .' - ;‘
-.) See ! has airy hounds he scems to fly, "
£ ' 5 ” . : e
B And leaves no trace upon th' clastic turf.
= - Wt by f Fe
W o ek astaresiinent :
A o . >3/ - ' . (i
3 ‘ How now ! swift as is our pursuit, I scarce can sce him. 49
V'3 7 o A8
R\ | CHARIOTEER, -
R/ =\ s g T : _ : (-
w(d Sire, the ground here is full of hollows; I hive therefore by
W/, drawn in the reins and checked the speed of the chariot. N\
' ' .
68N | Henee the deer has somewhat gained upon us. Now that 5 (O
IR 2 . s : 4
N, we are passing over level ground, we shall Liave no difficulty | o
A\ i overtaking him. Vi
=
B & . )
.;;\' @ Loosen the reins, then. e -
. STOTEE I .y
: N . CHARIOTEER. | ./*
N/ - The ]‘\]II_’_"‘ 15 :;ru'.\'t'tl. "Drives the chariol at full speed, ] Grreat I \
§ s
E Prince, see ! see! | =
3 | f ‘
; Responsive to the sluckened rein, the steeds e
L\ (‘hafing with cager vivalry, carcer B yy
. V.
5-( : With emulative fleetness o’er the plain ; & ,‘:
K| Their necks outstretched, their waving plumes, that late ' 'Sw
& [J P
mr -, Fluttered above their brows, are motionless ;™" Pel
e | ' ]
) N I"hetr sprightly cars, but now ereet, bent low - 1;?
¢ o - o )1
hemselves unsullied by the cireling dust, ‘
) : ' ’ \ad
(R That vainly follows on their rapid course. Yokl
N M
P vl
‘ g R g e Ve ““"‘@ %) SO P
’ A : . h ; V _._ P P r/-". il \.‘/’ :
e T 5 -r“":t‘\‘}/'i\f 1'\: % ‘:r:- f‘r*\{’: ¥ _?F':_(? T *
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KING, [ Joyansty,

LT NN

In good sooth, the horses scem as if they would ontstrip \
b

.“\‘ 7

-

the steeds of Indra and the Sun. ™

e ? Vg

-~
Ty Y

NI
1\ oSN

That which but now shewed to my view minute

Quickly assumes dimension ; that which seemed "@ T

+
—~

A moment since disjoined in diverse parts

.

Looks suddenly like one compacted whole :

- -
e
_.\,__; . 1
e
.
s
o

That which is really erooked in its shape,

TN
V=
LB

i T . '

}ﬁ In the far distance left, grows regular ;

W o - -~ - \

R | Wondrous the chariot’s speed, that in a breath, bt
= . ¢ '

P & Makes the near distant and the distunt near, | B

‘\‘-.

B
‘\
=

[

Now. Charioteer, see me kill the deer. [ Zakes aim.

; ‘.'.'-!‘\

G 5
=

A VOICE BEHIND THE SCENES.

Hold, O King! this deer belongs to our hermatage.

- -
T
‘\‘_"\\ - ~
TANe L ek
- ‘?\W\' .
g ! a
¢)

-
-
-

Kill it not! Kkill it not! . & /M
(@ CHARIOTEER. [ Listening vnd luoking. ‘¥
+ Great King, some hermits have stationed themselves so us (g 3
to screen the antelope at the very moment of its coming
within range of your arrow. 7 e

KING. [ Hastily. N,

Then stop the horses,

CHARIOTEER. 1~
l IJII(“\'. _ -‘\'/r»_p.v the elarint, ] 3
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Linter a Heryrr, and two others with him.

MERMIT. [ Rawsing Jos hend.

This deer, O King, belongs to our hermitage.
not ! kill 1t not !
Now heaven forbid this barbéd shaft descend
Upon the fragile body of a fawn,
Like fire upon a heap of tender flowers !
Can thy steel bolts no meeter quarry find

Than the warm life-blood of a harmless deer ®

Restore, great Prince, thy weapon to its quiver

More it hecomes thy arms to shield the weak,

Than to bring anguish on the innocent.

KING.

Y o :
Tz done. | Beplaces the arrow tn its quiver,

HERMIT.
Worthy is this action of a DPrince, the light of
Tace.
Well does this act befit a Prince like thee,

Right worthy is it of thine ancestry.

I

Thy guerdon be a son of peerless worth,

Whoze wide dominion shall embrace the earth.

Puru’s
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BOTH THE OTHER HERMITS.
[ Raising their lionds

May heaven indeed grant thee o son, a sovereign of the

carth from sca to sea!
KING. | Bowing
| accept with gratitude a Brahman's benediction.
HERMIT.

We came hither, mighty Prince, to collect sacrificial woodl.
Here on the banks of the Milini you may perceive the
hermitage of the great sage Kanwa.'™ If other duties
require not your presence, deign to enter and accept our
lm.-cpit:i}if}‘.

When you behold our penitential rites
Performed without impediment by Saints
Rich only in devotion, then with pride
Will you reflect, Such are the holy men
Who call me Guardian ; such the men for whom
To wield the bow I bar¢ my nervous arm,
Scarred by the motion of the glancing string.
KING.
Is the Chief of your Society now at home?

HERMIT.

No; he has gone to Soma-tirtha' to propitiate Destiny,

-— ;,f'
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which threatens his daughter Sakoontald with some calamity ;

but he has commissioned her in his absence to entertain all

guests with hospitality.

KING,

Good ! T will pay her a visit. She will make me acquainted

~ I with the mighty sage’s acts of penance and devotion.
o

*.} 'ﬁ : HERMIT.

g ) And we will depart on our errand.

€ [ Bzit wilh his companions
'{L g] KING.
P ("harioteer, urge on the horses. We will at least punty
our souls by a sight of this hallowed retreat.
CHARIOTEER.

Your Majesty is obeyed.
[ Drives the chariot with great velveily.

KING. [Looking all about him.

(‘harioteer, even without being told, 1 should have known
that these were the precinets of a grove consecrated to
penitential rites.

CHARIOTEEE.
How so°

KING.

Do not you observe

Beneath the trees, whose hollow trunks afford

Secure retreat to many a nestling brood

» “"‘:5.':-?" ”{,z‘a J' =
2

. .- - 2 . »
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Of parrots, scattered grains of rice lie strewn.

Lo ! here and there are seen the polished slabs

That serve to bruise the fruit of Ingudi.®

The gentle roe-deer, taught to trust in man,

Unstartled hear our voices. On the paths

Appear the traces of bark-woven vests

Borne dripping from the limpid fount of wuaters
And mark !

Laved ave the roots of trees by deep canals, "

Whose glassy waters tremble in the breeze ;

The sprouting verdure of the leaves 1s dimmed

By dusky wreaths of npward curling smoke

From burnt oblations; and on new-mown lawns

Around our car graze leisurcly the fawns.

CHARIDTEER.

1 observe it all.
KING. [Addvaneing a little frrther.
The mhabitants of this sacred retreat must not be disturbed.
Stay the chariot, that T may alight.
CHARTOTEER.

The reins are held in.  Your Majesty may descend.
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KING. L Alighting.
Charioteer, groves devoted to penance must be entered in
humble attire. Take these ornaments. [ Delivers his ornaments
and how to the Cuartoreger.] Charioteer, see that the horses are
watered, and attend to them until T return from visiting the

inhabitants of the hermitage.

CILARIOTEER.
T will. [ Bxit.
KING. [ Walking and looking about.
Here is the entrance to the hermitage. [ will now go in.
[ Bntering and feeling a throbbing sensation tn his arm
Serenest peace is in this calm retreat,

By passion’s breath unruffied; what portends

My throbbing arm " Why should it whisper her

Of happy love? Yet everywhere around us
Stand the closed portals of events unknown.
A VOICE BEIIND THE SCENES.
This way, my dear companions; this way.
KING. [ Listenung.
Hark! T hear voices to the right of yonder grave of trees.
I will walk in that direction. [ Walking and looking abour.] Ah'

here are the maidens of the hermitage coming this way to
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7 water the shrubs, carrying watering-pots proportioned to ) _
3 ) A -
o/ thew strength.  [Gazing at them.] How graceful they look ! o ( o
R j‘ : W%
Y - Im palaces such charms are rarvely ours;
" ol ] < : S
) The woodland plants outshine the garden flowers.
i [ will conceal myself in this shade and wateh them. ‘&
/, [Stands gazing at them. g
i /)
% . ¥ . o
::; FEnter SAkooNTALA, with her two Jemale companions, employed % M
/e an the manner described.
A
N/ p -
" SAKOONTALA. 3 {_/:"
" This way, my dear companions; this wiay. P
K-t
e . ‘o
» ANASUYA.
AT a : : : o
S Dear Sakoontald, one would think that father Kanwa had
i more affection for the shrubs of the hermitaze even than for .
- ;-‘ {
:‘7 : you, seeing he assigns to you who are yourself' as delicate as
v the fresh-blown jasmine, the task of filling with water the
|
) trenches which encirele their roots.
B 3
SAKOONTALA. |
6
- Dear Anasiya, although T am charged by my good father
. I
e . . 3
_ with this duty, yet T cannot regard it as a task, 1 really
o feel a sisterly love for these plants. [conts :
» il 8 Y love lor these plants. [ Continues watering the shriudbs.
{,.‘
3 \ : o o S S S
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ACT 1] SAKOONTALA: OR, THE LOST RING. 15

KING.

Cun this be the daughter of Kanwa? The saintly man,

though descended from the great Kasyapa, must be very

deficient in judgment to habituate such a maiden to the

hife of a recluse.

The sage who would this form of artless grace

[nure to penance,—thoughtlessly attempts

To cleave in twain the hard acacia’s stem ' & (.“
With the soft edge of a blue lotus-leaf. ( 2

-,

> o - o - - f %
Well! concealed behind this tree, 1 will watch her without & N

A5 < v T e
raising her suspicions. [ Conceals himself. ', \\¢
= il

SAKOONTALA, 7
(tood Anasiya, Priyamvadi has drawn this bark-dress too g, »: i
tightly about my chest. I pray thee, loosen it a little. |~ 2
{ o :.

ANASEY A, 1 29 48

. ; % J., (=

I will. [ Zoosens it.] .,
PRIYAMVADA. [ Smiling. R

- . s o
Why do you lay the blame on me? Blame rather your own 9 {*
blooming youthfulness which imparts fulness to your bosom. .. JN

S \

KING. o

A most just observation ! i
74

This youthful form, whose bosom’s swelling charms

By the bark’s knotted tissuc are concealed,
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SAKOONTALA : OR, THE LOST RING.

Like some fair bud close folded in its sheath,

(rives not to view the blooming of its beauty.

But what am I saying? Inreal truth, this bark-dress, though

l-suited to her ficure, sets it oft’ like an ornament.

The lotus® with the Saivala * entwined
Is not a whit less brilliant : dusky spots
Heighten the lustre of the cold-rayed moon :
This lovely maiden in her dress of bark
Seems all the lovelier.  E'en the meanest garh
(zives to frue beanty fresh attractiveness.
SAKOONTATA . [ Looking before hev.
Yon Kesara-tree ® heckons to me with its young shoots,
which, as the breeze waves them to and fro, appear like

slender fingers. T will go and attend to it.
[ Walks towards it,

PRIYAMVADA.

Dear Sakoontala, prithee, rest in that attitude one moment.
SAKOONTALA.

Why so:
PRIYAMVADA.

The Kesara-tree, whilst your graceful form bends about its

stem, appears as if it were wedded to some lovely twining

creeper.
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. Act 1] SAKOONTALX : OR, THE LOST RING. {\;{5-

g
SAKOONTATA.

, - . } | ’ I. _
B\ Vo7 Ahl saucy girl, you are most appropriately named Priyam- "
ara _ 0N
€ \ﬂ-: vada “* Speaker of flattering things ). kﬂ;
e / KING. {’j:
i) /.7 _ ) _ ) L ine
"li“ What Priyamvadi says, though complimentary, is neyver- N4

98 |\
iy, . Jow

theless true.  Verily, ' -;,

4

1 E
e,
s@-;
L)
T
'L.\

Her ruddy lip vies with the opening bud ; v\

-~

'-:‘-
bl |
(_‘-'

> _:‘]:",_; - q

-

-

o

— .
R R
il

N Her graceful arms are as the twining stalks ; b~ @
¥ And her whole form is radiant with the glow <
f’ T o ) ¥ fi \._

B (‘\{. Ot youthful beauty, as the tree with bloom. lﬁ
) . . i... . @
Ny = :{’1\, \
BB (& AR i
B, ,f!f’-' ANASOYA. 0N -
" .f il T q . ' ke ]
s i:- See, dear Sakoontald , here is the young jasmine, which yon I & 4
| i §
8 L‘k named *the Moonlight of the Grove,” the self-elected wife of 4 -
i ‘| 3¢ the mango-tree.  Have you forgotten if : (:_‘ ﬂ ;
\ = = 2 5 .
bRy .
. SAKOONTATA. ‘:)‘f i
2 Rather will T forget l]_l}'ﬁl'“.. [Approaching the plant and looking \ R
. X w O
B\ ANE
. % et it.]  How dehightful 1s the season when the jasmine-creeper -
\ I _ et >
and the mango-tree seem thus to unite in mutual embraces ! -

The fresh blossoms of the jasmine resemble the bloom of

voung bride, and the newly-formed shoots of the mango

appear to make 1t her natural protector.  [Continues gozing ot it.

+4 @ 3
By,
' ' - ' & = T o N, T g, o g, X
Q} o g  oala N @ ,\‘; -@ ‘, - )_ .'-)
s e s - L P L ,‘ S
bt don, R S e N - f':\—/*_‘_/- A e W ST 7 N =
o < - . . # - = - . v -



SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING, [act 1,

ITRIYAMVADA, [-\hmf.-"'-‘.n_ﬂ.

Do you know, my Anasiyi, why Sakoontali gazes so

i]ltl"nl‘]}‘ at the jasmine?
ANASUYA.

No, indeed, L cannot imagine. 1 pray thee tell me,

PRIYAMVADA,

She 1s wishing that as the jasmine is united to a suitable
tree, so, in like manner, she may obtain a husband worthy of
her.

SAKOONTALA.
this 1s the thought in your own

Speak for yoursell, girl;

minid. [f?mh'mrr.s watertny the flowers,
KING.
Would that my union with her were permissible ! wnd vt

[ hardly dare hope that the maiden is sprung from a cust
different from that ot the Head of the hermitage.  But awuy
with doubn :

That she is free to wed a warrior-king

My heart attests.  For, in conflicting doubts.
The seeret promptings of the good man's soul

Arc an unerring index of the truth.

However, come what may, T will ascertain the faet.

F
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SAKOONTALA: OR, THE LOST RING.

SAKOONTALA. FIna fhh‘.i'_;;'

Al a bee, disturbed by the sprinkling of the water, has

left the young jasmine, and is trying to settle on my facc.

[Alieinpts to drive it away,
KNG, [Gazing at her ardently.
Beautitul ! there 1s something charming even in her repulse.
Where'er the bee his eager onset plies,
Now here, now there, she darts her kindling eyes :
What love huth yet to teach, fear teaches now,
The furtive glances and the frowning brow.
[Lu a tone of envy,
Al ]!:Illll)‘ bee! how ]m]r“}' dost thou I]'_\'
To steal the lustre from her sparkling eye
And in thy circling movements hover near,
T'o murmur tender secrets in her car
Or, as she coyly waves her hand, to sip
Voluptuous nectar from her lower lip !
While rising doubts my heart’s fond hopes destroy,

Thou dost the fulness of her charms enjoy.

SAKOONTALA.

This impertinent bee will not rest quiet. 1 must move

clsewhere. [_U-u';'n_r; T '}‘}‘rr' steps aﬂ', and casting a glonce aiountd, |

1] . £V
| \ -Tlx.f\.
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SAKOONTALX; OR, THE LOST RING. [ACT t.

HHow now ! he is following me here.  Help ! my dear friends,

help ! deliver me from the attacks of this troublesome inseet.

PRIYAMYADA AND ANASUYS.
How can we deliver you? Call Dushyanta to your aid.

The sacred groves are under the king’s special proteetion.

KING.
An excellent opportunity for me to show myself, Fear
NOL—[ Checks limself when the words ave half-uttercd, Aside.]  But
stay, 1t 1 introduce myself in this manner, they will kuow

me to be the King.  Be it so, T will accost them, nevertheless.

SAKOONTATA.
LMoving a step or two further off:

What ! 1t still persists in 1'ulluwi11g me.

KING. LAdvancing hastily.
When mighty Pura’s offspring sways the carth,
And o'er the wayward holds his threatening rod,

Who dares molest the gentle maids that keep

Their holy vigils here in Kanwa's grove ?

(Al louk al the Kixa, and are embarrassed.




SAKOONTALA: OR, THE LOST RING.

ANASUYA.
Kind sir, no outrage has been committed : only our dear

friend here was teased by the attacks of a troublesome bee.

[ Potits to SAROONTALA

[ Turning to SAKOGONTALA

[ trust all is well with your devotional rites * *
[SAKOON (LA stands corfsed and «ilend

ANASUYA,

All 15 well, indeed, now that we are honoured by the re-

ception of a distinguished guest.  Dear Sakoontald, go. bring

-

from the hermitage an offering of flowers, rice, and frmr.
T'his water that we have brought with us will serve to bathe
our suest’s foet.*
KING
The rites of hospitality are already pertormed : your truly

kind words are the best offering T can receive.

PRIYAMVADA.
At least be good enough, gentle Sir, to sit down awhilc,
and rest yourself on this seat shaded by the leaves of the

Supta-parna tree, ®




SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING.

KING.
You, too, must all be fatigued by your employment.
ANASUYA.
Dear Sakoontald, there is no impropricty in our sitting by
the side of our guest @ come, let ns sit down here.

LJ-HI st doren fn.f;rH.«.'r,

SAKOONTA LA . [_!.\-;}.’,-‘

How is it that the sight of this man has made me sensibl
of emotions mconsistent with religions vows :

[Gazing at them all by tirus.

How charmingly your friendship is in keeping with the

cquality of your ages and appearance !

PRIYAMVADA. [,;’,\-;'(Ig: to ANASUYA.
Who can this person be, whose lively vet dignified manner,

wud polite conversation, bespeak him a man of high rank ?

ANASUYA.
[, too, my dear, am very curious to know. T will ask him

myself. T gtwa]  Your kind words, noble Sir, fill me with

confidence, and prompt me to inquire of what regal family
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ACT L] SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING,

our noble guest is the ornament? what country is now
monrmng  his absence > amd  what induced a PETsOl s
delicately  nurturved  to expose  himself to the fatigue of

visiting this grove of penance

SAKOONTALA. e

Be not troubled, O my heart, ;\Il;l.-'l'l}'fl is wiving utterance
to thy thoughts.

KING, [Aside.

How now shall 1 1':-1:]‘\'.: shall T make lll}'ﬁr.-ll' kuow, or

shall I still disguise my real rank 7 I have it I will answer

hier thus. [Aloud. ] [ am the person chareed by his majesty,

the descendant of Purn, with the administration of JUSTICe

and rehigion; and am come to this sacred grove to satisfy

myselt that the rites of the hermits are free from obstruction

ANASUYA,
The hermits, then, and all the members of our religrons
society have now a guardian,

[SAKOQONTALA gazes bashfully at the Kixo,

PRIVAMYADY AND ANASUY AN,
[1’.5:-;';-' wing the stals r;_f her foelings, and 4:r' Ll
Kixa's, _dside {0 SAKOONTALA,

Dear Sakoontald, if father Kanws were but at home to-day—




ey J\—. ' g:-: [ ; ¥ i e ;-l'_"/

i @/- 2 SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING. Txer 1,
e Y :
-9 -,,:\_-" SAKOONTALA. Awgrity.
(4 y e -
-_{‘.'bi_: What 1t he were -
-!‘;’.
= s ! ¢ ‘ ’
) PRIVAMYADA AND ANASUYA. =
I ’a')'
N ) - - . - -
) He would honour this our distinguished guest with an

offering of the most precious of his possessions.

SAKOONTA I.i.

(30 to ! you have some silly idea in your minds. [ will not

listen to such remarks.
KIN(.

May I be allowed, in my turn, to ask you maidens a few

particnlars respecting your friend -
PRIVAMVADA AND ANASUYA.
Your request, Sir, is an honour.

KING.

The sage Kanwa lives in the constant practice of austeritics.

How then, can this friend of yours be called his danghter ?

ANASUYA.

I will explain to you, Sir.  You have heard of an illustrious
sage ol regal caste, Viswamitra, whose family name s

]\':nl:«'iku,"'




SAKOONTAT.A : OR, THE LOST RING.

ANASE YA

Kuow that he is the real father of our friend. The
venerable Kanwa is only her reputed father.  He it was
who rought her up, when she was deserted by her mother.

KING.

* Deserted by her mother!” My curiosity is excited ; pray

let me hear the story from the beginning.
ANASUYA.

Yau shall hear it, Sir. Some fime sinee, this sage of regal
caste, while performing w most severe penance on the banks
of the river Godavari, excited the jealousy and alarm of the
wods ; insomuch that they despatched a lovely nymph named
Menaka to interrupt his devotions.

KING.

The inferior gods, T amn aware, are jealous= of the power

which the practice of excessive devotion confers on mortals.

ANAST YA

Well then, 1t happened that Viswamitra, gazing on the

hewitehing beauty of that nymph at a season when, spring

‘.' M i T ill i t.‘"‘\ L,"] ory ['\.'Uj'& short. an YIS {'ﬂ){,"f(-\'r i
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SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING.

KING,
The rest may be easily divined.  Sukoontala, then, 1s the
offspring of the nymph.
ANASUYA.

Just =o.

[t is quite intelligible.

How could a mortal to such charms give birth ;

The lightning’s radiance flashes not from earth.
[ﬁ,\m}nx'r.sl..\' remcans modestly seated with downeast ¢y
[Aside.]  And so my desire has really scope for its indulgence .
Yet I am still distracted by doubts, remembering the pleasantry
ot her female companions respecting her wish for a husband.

PRIYAMVADA.

[ Looking with a sinile at SAKOONTALA, and th

lurning towards the Kixo,

You scem desirous, Sir, of asking something further.

[SAK0ONTALA makes a chiding gestwre with hor finger.

KING.

You conjecture truly. 1 am so cager to hear the pur-
ticulars of your friend’s history, that T have still another

(uestion to ask.

'f -r'f\' ' ".——h\ '-“
B <.~rm'r='f ':: fz/?v.« -
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wor 1. SAKOONTATA; OR, THE LOST RING.

PRIYAMVADA,
Seruple not to do so.  Persons who lead the life of hermits
miy e questioned unreservedly.
KING.
I wish to ascertain one point respecting your friend.
Will she be bound by solitary vows
Opposed to love, till her espousals only *
Or ever dwell with these her cherished fawns,
Whose eyes, in lustre vying with her own,
Retwm her gaze of sisterly affection
PRIVAMYADA.

Hitherto, Sir, she has heen engaged 1 the practice of
religions duties, and has lived in subjection to her foster-
Father ;. but it is now his fixed intention to give her away
A marriage fo a hushand worthy of her,

KING.
His intention may be casily carried into offect.
Be hopeful, O my heart, thy harrowing doubts
Ave past and gone : that which thon didst believe
T'o be us unapproachable as fire,
[< found a glittering gem that may be touched.
SAKOONTALS. [ Protewding o

Anastuva, | shall leave VoIl




SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING,

ANASUYA,
Why so *
SAKOONTALA.
That I may go and report this impertinent Privamvadi to

the venerable matron, Gautamf.?*

ANASUYA.

Surely, dear triend, it would not be right to leave a dis-
tinguished guest before he has received the rites of hospitality,
and quit his presence in this wilful manner,

Lb\\ KOONTALA, i/t answering o word, moves iy,
KING.
[Making a movement to arrest her departnre,
bt checking himself.  Aside,

Al a lover's feelings betray themselves by his gestures.

When 1 would fuin have stayed the maid, a sense
Ot due decorum checked my bold design :
Though T have stirred not, yet my mien betrays
My eagerness to follow on her steps.

PIRIYAMVADA.

[Holdeg SAROONTALA lueed:,

Dear Sakoontald, 1t does not become vou to go away in this

TNANTLer.
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SAKOONTALX: OR, THE LOST RINCG.

SAKOONTATA. [ Froeidng.
Why not, pray -
PRIYAMVADA.
You are nnder a promise to water two more shrubs for
me.  When you have paid your debt, you shall go, wud not

}Hrhlllll' L Forees her (o tirn bock

KING.

Spare her this trouble, gentle maiden. The exertion of

watering the shrubs has alveady fatigued her.

@

The water-jar has overtasked the strength

Of her slim arms ;. her shoulders droop, her hunds

AN o

Are ruddy with the glow ol quickened pulses ;
I en now her azitated breath imparts
Unwonted tremor to her heaving breast

The pearly drops that mar the recent bloom
Of the Sirisha pendent in her ear,

(tather in clustering cirveles on her cheek ;
[Loosed is the fillet of her hair: her hand
Restraing the locks that strugele to be free.

Suffer me, then, thus to discharge the debt for you.

TOfers a ring fo Privasvany.  Both the wecddons,
reading the name 1V USHYANTA on the seal, look

wt t‘i'ff'x;f alher 1wilh -'\”3"1/4"-"”.
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THE T.OST RINCG.

SAKOONTALA ;

OR,

’ .

KING.

_?_\f‘

N

Nay, think not that T am King Dushyanta. I am only the

king's officer, and this 18 the ring which I have received from

.
P
»~

4
-

him as my credentials.

7\.\_

PRIYAMVYADA.

=T
L AT

WL

- -

i

The greater the reason yon ought not to part with the ring
finger. [ am content to release her from her

Now,

from vour

F
£

obligation at your simple rvequest. [ Fith a smile.]

Nakoontala my love, you ave at liberty to retire, thanks to the

-

R

mtercession of this noble stranger, or rather of this mighty

s!r’ -~
e

F:l‘illr"l'.

-
A3

.

N

SAKOONTATA. [Aside.

My movements are no longer under my own control.

Alod,] Pray, what authority have you over me, cither

send me away or keep me back -
KING.
[Gazing at SAKOONTALA. _dyilr,
Would I could ascertain whether she is affected towards
me as [ am towards her! At any rate, my hopes are frec 1o
mdulge themselves.  Because,

Although she mingles not her words with mine,

Yet doth her listening car drink in my speech ;

[
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SAKOONTALA: OR, THE LOST RING.

Although her eye shrinks from my ardent gaze,

No form but mine attracts its timid glances.

A VOICE BEHIND TIE SCENES.

0O hermits, be ready to protect the animals belonging to our
hermituge.  King Dushyanta, amusing himself with hunting,
is near at hand.

Lo! by the feet of prancing horses raised,

Thick clouds of moving dust, like glittering swurms

OF locusts in the glow of eventide,

Fall on the branches of our sacred trees;

Where hang the dripping vests of woven bark,

Bleached by the waters of the cleansing fountain.
And see!

Scared by the royal chariot in its course,
With headlong haste an elephant invades
The hallowed precinets of our sacred grove
Himself the terror of the startled deer,
And an embodied hindrance to our rites.
The hedge of creepers clinging to his feet,
Fecble obstruetion to his mad career,

[ dragged behind him in a tangled chain




32 SAKOONTALA ; OR, THE LOST RING. [act 1.

And with terrific shoek one tusk he drives

Into the riven body of a tree,

Sweeping before him all impediments.

KING. [ A stedee.

Out upon 1t! my retinue ave looking for me, and are
disturbing this holy retreat.  Well ! there is no help for it

I must go and meet them.

PRINYAMVADA AND ANASUYA.

Noble Sir, we are terrified by the accidental disturbunee
caused by the wild elephant.  Permit us to return into the
Eollage.

KING. [Hustily.

(io, gentle maidens. It shall be our care that no imjury

happen to the hermitage. [ ALl rise up.

ANASUYA,

PRIYAMVADA AND
Atter such poor hospitality we arve ashamed to request the

hononr of a second visit from vou.
KING.
Nay not so. The mere sight of you, sweet maidens, has

been to me the best entertinmment.
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SAKODONTALA  atlended by her companions,

Pravasvany and ANASUYA.
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SAKOONTALA : OR, THE LOST RING. 3 | ) /i

SAKOONTALA. Sell
v v - + M " b
Anasuya, o pointed blade of Kusia-grass® has pricked my (-
.;.:. foot . and my  bark-mantle is caught in the branch of « .9 é“
/ R - a1 } . v . iy, .n-
B i) Kuruvaka-bush.™  Be so good as to wait for me until T have R -
syl - o il —
/ disentangled it s
- QRE 8 Yy
.p;} 3N U erit awith her tiva companions, after making pretexts .
& ; - . AT 0
‘é : for deluy, thal she may stenl glanees at the Kise e 2
¥ 'l .. . f
e i »
A KING. 1 95
X ) I
B #% [ have no longer any desire to return to the eity. 1 will | P
), oy RNy~
o4 &' therefore rejoin my attendants, and make them encamp some- Y -
) Y b L Y r
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SAKOONTALA, OR, THE LOST RING, Lact 1L,

AGKE LT

SCENE.— A plain on the skirts of the forest.

Luter the Jester®® Mirnavya, m a melancholy mood.

M {'_rll.n YA. [ Stahicny.
Hewgh-ho! what an unlucky fellow T amn! worn to a shadow
by my royal friend’s sporting propensities. ¢ Here's a deer !
‘There goes a boar!” * Yonder's a tiger!”  This is the only
burden of our talk, while in the heat of the meridian sun
we toil on from jungle to jungle, wandering about in the puths
of the woods, where the trees afford us no shelter.  Are we
thirsty 7 We have nothing to drink but the foul water of
some mountain stream, filled with dry leaves which give it «
most pungent flavour.  Are we hungry > We have nothing
to eat but roast game,* which we must swallow down at odd
times, as best we can.  Even at night there is no pence to b
had.  Sleeping is out of the question, with Joints all strained

by dancing attendance Upon my 51)‘”-1,111;::; friend : or if 1| do

happen to doze, 1 am awakened at the very carliest dawn by




MATHAVYA.

I will pretend to stand in the easicst attitude for \& g

resting my bruised and erippled limbs.
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the horrmble din of o lot of rascally beaters and huntsmen,
who must needs surround the wood before sunrise, and deafen
me with their clatter,  Nor are these my only troubles
Here's a fresh grievance, like a new boil rising upon an old
one . Yesterday, while we were lagging behind, my royul
friend entered yonder hermitage after a deer; and there, as
tl-luck would have 1t, caught sight of a heautiful girl, called
.;"\:ltiillllliil]:'L, the hermit's danghter.  From that moment, not
another thought about returning to the city! and all last
night, not a wink of gleep did he get for thinking of the
damsel.  What is to be done > At any rate I will be on the
watch for him as soon as he has finished his toilet. [ 1y
and tanking abewt.]  Oh! here he comes, attended by the
Yavana women * with bows in their hands, and wearing
oarlinds of wild Howers.  What shall 1T do: [ have 1t |
will pretend to stand in the easiest attitude for resting my
brutsed and erippled Iimbs. [ Stands leaning on a stufi
fontir /‘l‘f'ﬂ.r; I)l'h‘ll‘l'.\.\"['\, _;'b”c.r?f'-_'(f }-*.Ej a retinue i the manne
deserihed.
KING.
True, by no casy congquest may I win her,

Yot are my }IHIH'H encouraged by her mien
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Love is not yet trinmphant; but, methiuks,

The hearts of both are ripe for his delights.
(Smiting.] Ah! thus does the lover delude himself; judging
of the state of his loved one’s feelings by his own desires.
But yet,

The stolen glance with half-averted eye.

"The hesitating gait, the quick rebuke

Addressed to her companion, who would fuin

Have stayed her counterfeit departure ; these

Are signs not unpropitious to my suil.

So eagerly the lover feeds his hopes,

Claiming cach trivial gesture for his own.

’
MATHAVYA.

[Still in the same attitude.
Ah, friend, my hands cannot move to greet you with the
usual salutation. 1 can only just command my lLips to wish
your majesty victory.
KING.
Why, what has paralysed your limbs ?
MATHAVYA.
You might as well ask me how my eye comes to wuter

alter you have poked your finger into it.




KING.
| don’t understand you ; speak more intelligibly.
MATHAVYA.

Ah, my dear friend, is yonder upright reed transtormod
imto @ crooked plant by its own act, or by the force of th
current ?

KING.
The current of the river causes it, 1 suppose.
MATITAVY AL
Ave: just as you are the canse of my erippled limbs.
KING,

Hll\.\.' ‘-'H.: -

MATIH AV Y AL

Here are you living the life of a wild man of the woads
in savage unfrequented region, while your state affiirs
left fo shitt for themselves; and as for poor me, I am no
longer master of my own limbs, but have to follow you abont
day after day 1 your chases after wild anumals, ill my bones
are all erippled and out of joint. Do, my dear friend, Tet mo
have one (lil_‘. "< rest.

KING. " sirde

This tellow hittle knows, while II,(' talks in this manner, thed
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my mind 1s wholly engrossed by recollections of the hermit's
daughter, and quite as disinclined to the chase as his owu.
No longer can 1 bend my well-braced bow
Against the timid deer: nor e’er again
With well-aimed arrows can T think to harm
These her heloved associates, who enjoy
The privilege of her companionship ;

Teaching her tender glances in return

MATHAVYA.
(f,nn/.'m'r/ in the Kixa's fuve,
I may as well speak to the winds, for any attention you

pay to my requests. I suppose you have something on vour

mind, and are talking it over o yourself.

KING. [ Nmiling
T was only thinking that T ought not to disregard a friend’s

I'l‘fl‘lll':ﬂ.

MATHAVYA.

Then may the King live for ever! " Moves off

KING,

Stuy @ moment, my dear friend. [ have something else 10

iil)‘ L0 yo.
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MATIHHAYYA,

Say on, then.
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HKING.

When you have rested, you must assist me in another busi.
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ness, which will give you no fatigue.

—
-

MATHAVYA.

*

N8

In eating something nice. T hope.

-
- -

KING.
You shall know at some future time.

MATHAVY AL

No time better than the present.

KING,

What ho! there.

WARDER. [ Fntering

What are your Majesty's commands 2

KING,
() Raivatika ! bid the General of the forces attend.
WARDER.
I ‘-\'i“, HiI'J‘. [!;‘J‘e'! and re-enters with (e LFrENERAL | l’.l’."l'llt_ fon
ward, General; his Majesty is looking towwrds vou, and has

some order to __';i‘.'t! you.
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GENERAL. [ Looking at the Kixe,
Though hunting is known to produce ill effects, my royal
master has derived only benefit from it, TFor
Like the majestic elephant that roams
(Fer mountain wilds, so does the King display
A stalwart frame, instinet with vigorous life.
His brawny arms and manly chest ave scored
By frequent passage of the sounding string ;
[Unharmed he bears the mid-day sun; no toil
His mighty spirit daunts; his sturdy limbs,
Stripped of redundant flesh, relingquish nought
Of their robust proportions, but appear
In muscle, nerve, and sinewy fibre cased.

A pproaching the Kixg,] Victory to the Kine! We have trucked
L1 4 .. :

the wild heasts to their lairs in the forest. Why delay, when

everything is ready *
KING.
My friend Mathavya here has heen disparaging the chase,

till he has taken away all my relish for it.

GENERAT, [Aside to MATHAVY A
Persevere in your opposition, my good fellow : 1 will sound

the King's real feelings, and humour him accordingly. [4loud |
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The blockhead  talks nonsense, and your Majesty, in you

wwi person furnishes the best proof of it.  Observe, sire,

the advantage and pleasure the hunter derives from the chase.

Freed from all grosser influences, his frame
Loses its sluggish humours, and becomes
Buoyant, compact, and fit for bold encounter.
"Tix his to mark with joy the varied passions,
Fieree heats of anger, tervor, blank dismay,

OF forest animals that ervoss his path.

T'hen what a thrill transports the hunter’s soul,
When, with unerring course, his driven shatt
Picrees the moving mark!  Oh! "tis concent
In moralists to call the chase a vice;

What recreation can compare with this?

MATHAVYA. [ Anyrity,

Away ! tempter, away ! The King has recovered his senses,
and iz himselt again.  As for you, you may, if you choose.
wander about from forest to forest, till some old bear scizes

vou by the nose, and makes a mouthful of you.

KING.

My 2ood (reneral, as we are just now in the neighbourhood

eV .

|

)
-"-\
- 1
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of w consecrated grove, your panegyric upon hunting is som-

what ill-timed, and I cannot assent to all you have said.  For

the present,

All undisturbed the buffuloes shall sport

In yonder pool, and with their ponderous horns

Scatter its tranquil waters, while the deer,

Couched here und there in groups beneath the shade

Of spreading branches, ruminate in peace.

And all securely shall the herd of boars

Feed on the marshy sedge; and thou, my bow,

With slackened string enjoy a long repose.

GENERAL,

So please your Majesty, it shall be as you desire.

KING.

Recal, then, the beaters who were sent in advance io

surronnd the forest. My troops must not be allowed to (is

turh this sacred retreat, and irritate its ptous inhabitants. [
Know that within the calm and cold recluse
Lurks unperceived a germ of smothered flame,
All-potent to destroy ; a latent firc

That rashly kindled burs tswith fury forth :

+
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As in the dise of crystal® that remains
(ool to the touch, until the solar ray
Fall on its polished surface, and excite

The burning heat that lies within concealed.

GENERAL.

Your Majesty’s commands shall be obeyed.

MATHAVYA.
O with v T S f lave! Yonur sonse won i
with you, you son of a slave! MIT TIONSCNSe Won

go down here, my fine fellow. [ Brit GENERAL.
KING.

[ Laoking at his altendunis.

Here, women, take my hunting-dress ; and you, Raivataka,

keep guard carefully outside.

ATTENDANTS,

We willy sive. [ Loennt.

MATHAVY AL

Now that you have got rid of these plagues, who have been
buzzing about us like so many flies, sit down, do, on that
stone slab, with the shade of the tree as your canopy, and I

will seat myself by you quite comfortably.




KING.

Go vou, and sit down first.

MATHAVY A,

Come along, then,
f-ﬁuﬂr wwalle ww e Litile 1wy, and scat themselves
KING.
Mathavya, it may be said of you that you have never

beheld anything worth secing : for your eyes have not vet

looked upon the loveliest object in ereation.
MATHAVYA

How can you say so, when T see your Majesty before

at this moment *
KING.

[t is very natural that every one should consider his own,

friend pertect; but T was alluding to é:ll{omlmla'l, the hrightest

ornament of these hallowed Zroves.

MATHAVYA. [ Aside.,

I understand well enough, but I am not going to lnunonr
him.  [atowa)  If, as you intimate, she is 1 hermit's

daughter, you cannot lawfully ask her in marriage.  You

may as well, then, dismiss her from your mind, for any cood

fthe mere sight of her can do.
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KING.
Think you that a descendant of the mighty Purn could fis
his affeetions on an unlawful object

Thongh, as men say, the offspring of’ the sage,

The maiden to a nymph celestial owes

Her being, and by her mother left on earth,

Was found and nurtured by the holy man

As his own daughter, in this hermitage ;—

So, when dissevered from its pavent stalk,

Some falling blossom of the jusmine " wafted

Upon the sturdy sun-tlower, is preserved

Ry its support from premature decay.

MATHAVYA. [ Sweiling

This passion of yours for a rustic maiden, when you by

<o many wems of women at home in your palace, seems to

very like the faney of a man who i1s tired of sweet dates, and

longs for sour tamarinds as o variety.
KING.
You have not seen her, or you would not talk i this
fashion.
MATIAVYA,

I can quite understand it must requirve  something

T L .
= e & | B ";
oA "o ’ S N
of - oo ey i ~—r it -l .
- » -

"
7

- .
. PETC =
"
£ #

-
L.

fﬁﬂ;}éyyg‘

.“
AN
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surpassingly attractive to exeite the admiration of sueh a

areal an as vou.
KING,
[ will describe her, my dear friend, in a tew words.

Man’s all-wise Maker wishing to create
A faultless form, whose matchless symmetry
Shonld far transcend Creation’s choicest works
Did eall together by his mighty will,
And garner up in his eternal mind,
A bright assemblage of all lovely things
And then, as in a picture, fashion them

Into one perfect and ideal form.

Such the divine, the wondrous prototyype,

Whence her fair shape was mounlded into being,

MATHAVYA.
It" that's the case, she must indeed throw all other heautios

imto the shade.

KING.
To my mind she really does.
This peerless maid is like a fragrant Hower,

Whose perfumed breath has never been ditfused -
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A tender bud, that no profaning hand

Has dared to sever from its parent stalk ;

A eem of priceless water, just released

Pure and unblemished from its glittering bed.

Or may the maiden haply be compared

To sweetest honey, that no mortal lip

Has sipped ; or, rather to the mellowed fruit

Of virtuous actions in some former birth,*

Now brought to full perfection? Lives the man

Whom bounteous heaven has destined to espouse her -
MATHAVYA.

\luke haste, then, to her aid; yvou have no time to losc, it
vou don’t wish this fruit of all the virtues to drop mnto the
month of some greasy-headed rustic of devont habits.

KING.

The lady is not her own mistress, and her foster-father is

not at home.

MATILAVYA.

Well, but tell me, did she look at all kindly upon you :

KING,
Maidens brought up in a hermitage are naturally shy wnd

reserved : but for all that,
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She did look towards me, though she quick withdrew
Her stealthy glances when she met my gaze;

She smiled upon me sweetly, but disguised

With maiden grace the secret of her smiles.

Coy love was half unveiled ; then, sudden checked

By modesty, left half to be divined.

MATIAVYA.
Why, of course, my dear friend, you never could seriously

vxpect that at the very first sight she would fall over head

¥

’
N

ot

aid ears in love with you, and without more ado come and

-
»

S1fn your ]:l]n.

KING .

0
§

I D

When we parted from each other, she betrayed her liking

L

tor me by cleaver indications, but still with the utmost

|

T

modesty.

e

Searce had the fair one from my presence passed,
When, suddenly, without apparent cause,

She stopped, and counterfeiting pain, exclaimed,
‘My foot is wounded by this prickly grass.’
Then glaneing at me tenderly, she feigned

Another charming pretext for delay,
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Pretending that a bush had caught her robe
And turned as if to disentangle 1.
MATHAVYA,

[ trust you have laid in a good stock of provisions, for 1 sec
vou intend making this consecrated grove your game-preserve,
and will be ronming here in quest of sport for some time 10
come.

KING.

You must know, my good fellow, that T have been recog-
nised by some of the inmates of the hermitage. Now [ want
the assistance of your fertile invention, in devising some
excuse for going there again.

MATHAVYA,
There is but one expedient that T can suggest. You are

the King, are you not

What then :

MATHAVYA.

Say you have come for the sixth part of their grain,™
which they owe you for tribute.
KING.

No, no, foolish man; these hermits pay m> i very different
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Kind of tribute, which T value more than heaps of zold o ~\ '
Jﬂ :
iewels: observe, 4 (=
. . 6 . o)

Phe tribute which my other subjects bring Bl

G
Must moulder into dust, but holy men R

L
Present me with a portion of the fruits @} )
OF penitential services and prayers— O

o

A precious and imperishable gift. B
A YOICE BEHIND THE SCENES. : -\H

| )

We are fortunate; heve is the ohject of our scarch. |l &
T

y ; P~

KING. [ Listening. ' A \
' )1 8

Nirely those must he the voices of hermits, to judge by e

their deep tones.

WARDEK. [ Lauterany. ey

Victory to the King ! two young hermits are in wWilting D A
R

outside, and solicit an andience of your Majesty. i
(‘.1

KING. by

- . l\l ‘I\k_

Introduce them immediately. N

y i

WARDENR. \ Y

1 will, my liege. LGoes out, and re-enters with Two Yovso

Heoonrs.] - This way, Sivs, this way.

[ﬁm’/a the TTERMITS ok at the Kixe
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WARDER
This way, Sirs, this way.

SARKOONTALA.

N iy — e —r




FIRST HERMIT,
How majestic is his mien, and yet what confidence i

mspires ! But this might be expected in king, whose

L

chavacter and habits have earned for him a title only one

degree vemoved from that of a Saint, *
In this secluded grove, whose sacred jovs
All may participate, he deigns to dwell
Like one of us; and daily treasures up
A store of purest merit for himself,
By the protection of our holy rites.
In his own person wondrously are joined
Both majesty and saintlike holiness :
And often chanted by inspiréd bards, ¥
His hallowed title of ¢ Tmperial Sage '
Ascends n liﬂ}‘mls accents to the skies.
SECOND HERMIT.
Bear i mind, Gautama, that this is the great Dushyanta,
the friend of Indra.
FIRST HERMIT.
Whut of that :
SECOND TLERMIT.
Where 1s the wonder if his nervous arm,

Pwissant and massive as the 1ron bar
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That binds a castle-gateway, singly sways

The sceptre of the universal earth,

Or if the gods, beholden to his aid

Of victory, and gratefully accord

BOTII THE HERMITS.

Victory to the King !

Hail to yvou both !
BOTT THE HERMITS.
Heaven bless your majesty !

KING.

Tell me, I pray you, the object of your visit.

BOTII THE ILERMITS.

petition.

I'en to its dark-green boundary of waters :

No lower meed of praise to his braced bow,

Than to the thunders of the god of heaven :

[acr ot

In their ficrce warfare with the powers of hell, "

NShould blend his name with Indra’s in their songs

[Approaching.

KING. [ Rising from lix seal.

"They offer fruats,

[ Respectfully receiving the offering.

The inhabitants of the hermitage having hearvd of vour

Majesty’s sojourn in our neighbourhood, make this humble
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KING.

What are their commands ?

BOTH THE ITERMITS.

In the absence of our Superior, the great Sage Kanwa, evil
demons are disturbing our sacrificial rites.®  Deign, therefore.
accompanied by your charioteer, to take up your abode o our
hermitage for a few days.

KING.

[ am honoured by your invitation.

MATHAVYA.
Most opportune and convenient, certainly !
KING. [ Smiling.
Ho! there, Raivataka! Tell the charioteer from me to

bring round the chariot with my bow.

WARDER,

[ will, Sire. [ Bxit.

BOTH THE ILERMITS. L Soufully,
Well 1t becomes the Kill:.‘_; by acts of grac
To emulate the virtues of his race.
Such acts thy lofty destiny attest ;

T'hy mission is to succonr the distressed.
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KING, [ Howing fo the HErM1TS,
. (o first, reverend Sirs, T will follow you immediately.
; BOTH THE HERMITS.
9 ;* ¥ 1
""f May vietory attend you ! " Exewnt. | P
& " [} 1 . ]
! : e 1 u:.a' .
w KING. } _ F N "
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arrived from your capital, with & message from the Queen.
your mother.
KING Respeelfuliy,
How say you I a messenger from the venerable Queen
WARDEL.

liven so.

Introduce him at once.

WARDER.

I will, Sire. [ Goes otd and re=enters with KagasHAKA. Behold
the King! Approach.

KARABHAKA.

Victory to the King !  The Queen-mother bids me say that
in fonr days from the present time she intends celebrating «
solemn ceremony for the advancement and preservation of her
son. She expects that your Majesty will honour her with

your presence on that oceasion.

KING.
This places me in a dilemma. Here, on the one hand, is
the commission of these holy men to be executed; aud, on

the other, the command of my revered purent to be obeyed.
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Both duties are too sacred to be neglected.  What 15 to be

|] N :
MATHAVYA.
You will have to take up an intermediate position between

the two, like King Trisanku,* who was suspended  between

heaven and carth, because the sage Viswamitra commanded

i to mount up to heaven, and the gods ordered him down

il;_':l.il] .
KING.

[ am certainly very much perplexed.  For here,

Two different duties are required of me

In widely distant places; how can 1

[n my own person satisfy them both *

Thus is my mind distracted and impelled

[n opposite directions, like a stream

That, driven back by rocks, still rushes on,

TForming two currents in its eddying course.
“Reflecting.) Friend Mithavya, as vou were my playfellow
i childhood, the Queen has always received you like a sccond
son; 2o you, then, back to her and tell her of my solemn
engagement to assist these holy men.  You can supply my
place in the ceremony, and act the part of a son to the

Queen.
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ACT 11

MATIAVYA.

With the greatest pleasure in the world; but don’t suppose

that I am reully coward enough to have the slightest fear of
those trumpery demons.

KING. [ Smitise.

Ol! of course not; a great Brihman like you could not

possibly give way to such weakness.

MATHAVYA.
You must let me travel in a manner saitable to the King's
younger brother.
KING.
Yes, I shall send my retinue with you, that there may i

no further disturbance in this sacred forest.

MATHAVYA. [ With o strut.

Already 1 feel quite like a yonng prince.

KING. [ Asitde,

This 1z a giddy fellow, and in all probability he will let
ont the truth about my present pursuit to the women of the
What is to be done?

palace. [ must say something to

deceive him. | Aloud tu _\I.-\"_l‘u.s\Y.\, tuking him by the hand ] Dear

fricnd, T am going to the hermitage wholly and solely out of

by
e e et —
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SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING. [act 11,

respect for its plous inhabitants, and not because 1 have really

wny liking for Sakoontald, the hermit's daughter.  Observe,

What suitable communion could there be
Between a monarch and a rustic girl
[ did but feign an idle passion, friend, -

Take not in earnest what was said in jest.

MATHAVYA,
Don’t distress yourself; I quite understand.

[ Ereunt.
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CIONE T o
‘ﬁ;- “i

PRELUDE TO ACT
NCENE.—The [lermitage.

Fonter @ Youss Branyaxs carryng bundles of jj_'u,;'r(-'r/;'r.w.\ Tor

the wse of the saertfieing priest.

YOUNG BRAHMAN.
How wonderful is the power of King Dushyanta! No
sooner did he enter our hermitage, than we were able to pro-
ceed with our sacrificial rites, unmolested by the evil demons.

No need to fix the arrow to the bow ;

The mighty monarch sounds the quivering string,
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).\ And, by the thunder of his arms dismayed,

Our demon foes are scattered to the wind.

W & :
: "~‘\.r.' [ must now, therefore, make haste and deliver to the
g '1‘-'. f : s 1 N ’
& sacrificing priests these bundles of Kusa-grass, to be strewn
ot - '.
w 5 round the altar. [ Walking and looking about ; then addressing some
NN
W - me off the stage,]  Why, Priyamvadd, for whose use are you
A <Y
D - carrying that ointment of Usira-root # and those lotus leaves
Cans
o M - » o » . : g O
LGN with fibres attached to them > [Listoning for her answer ] What
L -
. G} say you i—that Sakoontald is suffering from fever produced
e ] i
7
. QRN by exposure to the sun, and that this ointment is to cool her
N '5’:'? ' burning frame *  Nurse her with care, then, Priyamvyad4, for
wi-d J
Y o she 1s cherished by our reverend superior as the yvery breath
e of his nostrils. I, for my part, will contrive that soothing
\ & waters, hallowed in the sacrifice, be administered to her by
&n .FM & (' . | s
t. the hands of Gautami.
7 L [ Lwit,
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N n
L ACT IIL.
SR Soexu.— The Sacred (frove.
FEnter Kixa Dusiyasta, with the air of one in love.

) KING, [Sighing thoughtfully.
" ¥ | The holy sage possesses magic power
b - In virtue of his penance; she, his ward,
Under the shadow of his tutelage
Rests in security. T know it well;
Yet sooner shall the rushing cataract
In foaming eddies re-ascend the steep,
Than my fond heart turn back from its pursuit.

Gol of Love! God of the flowery shafts | ¥ we are all of us
eruelly deceived by thee, and by the Moon, however deserving
of confidence you may both appear.

For not to us do these thine arrows seem
Pointed with tender flowerets; not to us

Doth the pale moon irradiate the earth

With beams of silver fraught with cooling dews:




© R R~ ITSRE ~ Ce - MAGE N~ @4 t,@;\, .:.-_. ,

N

e

LOST

SAKOONTALA ; THE

OR, RING, [ser 11 [ R

. . (g
But on our fevered frames the moon-beams fall \(-\ 4
A
. Ake darts of hre, an every How r-tipt shaft . R( ..
- e ? : . : ! D
i Kama, ¥ as it probes our throbbing hearts, -'ir=1 v
r' Seems to be barbed with hardest adamant. = *_E /a
. r{" ‘. Ve
: Adorable god of love ! hast thou no pity for me: [ 7 a tone | '.ﬁ" D)1
J - \ ", J
: RN (
of anguish.] How ean thy arrows be so shm’p when they are ' .
J . ¢
: : < T« 4
pointed with Howers?  Ah! T know the reason =0
£ Y
’ vy . . - Ve
K'en now in thine unbodied essence lurks i
‘\
§ B ) s
[he fire of Siva's aneer, * like the flaime I-f' e
: N,
5 4 [hat ever hidden in the seeret depths W
. . "1
. OF ocean, smoulders there unseen. How ¢lse . , ’\),3
1 =L
L . ] . R
i ; Could’st thou, all inmmaterial as thou wrt, | - 5'
' . 1 : e l a f ’
Inflame our hearts thus fiercely P —thou, whose form [ U
3 1 J-'-’ 4 >3
i = =0
) = Was seorched to ashes by a sudden flash { A A
« & ‘ f A
5 5 1 . o — L o b
R\ . ['rom the offended god’s terrific eye. ) ;:
(Y Yet, methinks, A
.-\l s B
- o Weleome this anguish, weleome to my heart Iy O
T Fix of = Ay Yoo
A Fhese rankling wounds inflicted by the god, N
" & . -
g Who on his scutcheon bears the monster-fish A
L. ) . . ) )i
Slain by his prowess : welcome death itsclf, ﬁ 5%
- So that, commissioned by the lord of love,
= This fuir one be my executioner.
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ACT 11 SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING i

Adorable divinity !
comuiseration
Have T not daily offered at “hy shrine
Innumerable vows, the only food
it thine etherial essence > Are my prayers

Thus to be slighted * Ts it meet that thou

Should’st aim thy shafts at thy true votary’s heart
Drawing thy bow-string even to thy em

Pactng up and down in ¢ melancholy manner.]  Now that the holy

men have completed their rites, and have no more need of my

services, how shall T dispel my melancholy ¥ [Sighing.] |
have but one resource.
my soul! I will seek her.

In all pro-

[Glaneing at the sen, |

hahility, as the sun's heat is now at its height, Sukoontald is
passing  her time under the shade of the bowers on the
hanks of the Malini, attended by her maidens. T will go and

look for her there. [ Walking and tlooking ahont.) [ suspect the
talr one has but just passed by this avenue of young
rees.

Here, as she tripped along, her fingers plucked

The opening buds : these lacerated plants,

Shorn of their fairest blossoms hy her hand,

- = =g 3 - = . ,' a -
. LI o i oy . < "
LRIy - SR VA SISk )
et = gy —=-a .
e e a~ ,A\ o ‘1‘ e Y ‘..‘_—' .
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Oh for another sight of the idol of
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SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING. [xct

seem like dismembered trunks, whose recent wounds
Ave still unclosed ; while from the bleeding socket
Of many a severed stalk, the milky juice

Still slowly trickles, and betrays her path.

[ Feeling ahreeze]  What a delicious breeze meets me in this

spat !
Here may the zephyr, tragrant with the scent
Of lotuses, and laden with the spray
Ciught from the waters of the rippling stream,
Fold in its close embrace my fevered limbs.
(W adking and looking about.] She must be somewhere in the
neighbourhood of this arhour of overhanging creepers, enclosed
h}‘ ]ahmhltiurm of cane. [ Looking down,
For at the entrance here T plainly see
A line of footsteps printed in the sand.
Here arve the fresh impressions of her feet;
Their well-known outline faintly marked in front,
More deeply towards the heel ; betokening
The graceful undulation of her gait.*
[ will peep through those branches. [ Watking and looking. With
trensport.] ALl now my eyes are gratified by an entrancing

sight. Yonder is the beloved of my heart reclining
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SAKOONTALA ; OR, THE LOST RING.

ACT 111 ]

on a rock strewn with flowers, and attended by her two

friends. Tow fortunate! Concealed behind the leaves, 1

will listen to their conversation, without raising their

SUSPICLONS. [Stands concealed, and gazes at them.

SAKOONTALA, and Jer two attendants, holding fans in their

hands, are discovered «s described.

PRIYAMVA DA AND AN 1"~b Y.( .

[Fanning her. In a tone of affection.

Dearest E'i:llioontalla't, 1s the breeze raised by these broad

lotus-leaves refreshing to you :

SAKOONTALA.

Dear friends, why should you trouble yourselves to fan me?

r s ,
[PrivasvADA ond ANASUYA look sarrowfully at one another.

KING.

Sakoontald seems indeed to be seriously ill. [ Zhoughifuily.]

C'an it be the intensity of the heat that has affected her? or

does my heart suggest the true cause of her malady © [Gazing

at her passionately.]  Why should I doubt it?

The maiden’s spotless bosom is o’erspread

With cooling balsam ; on her slender arm

Her only bracelet, twined with lotus-stalks
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Hangs Toose and withered @ her recumbent form
Fxpresses languor,  Neler conld noon-day sun
Inthet such fair disorder on a maid—

No, love, and love alone 1s here to hlame.

PRIVAMYADA.
[Lstde to ANASUYA,
| iHHW‘tﬂHOTYUd‘.\HNHﬁyﬁ, that Sukoontald has Dbeen in
disposed ever sinee her first interview with King Dushyuanta.
Depend upor it, her ailment is to be traced to this source.
ANASUYA.
The same suspicion, dear, has crossed my mind. But 1

will at once ask her and ascertain the truth. TAtowt]  Dear

NSakoontali, I am ahbout to put w question to voun.  Your

huﬁwpnﬁhhnliﬂ]wmlh‘\wry SOTTONS.

SAROONT AL

:Hnﬂln\hw_hwnehw'wmrk
What were vou going to ask

.\NA*GY(.

We know very little about love-matters, dear Sakoontali ;

)

but tor all that, T cannot help suspecting your present state to

|H'MHHP””HthH”JF[DIhHTﬂfThP[hWWB\VtImvvlvmlﬂhuul

romances,  Tell ns frankly what is the cause of your
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disorder. It is useless to apply a remedy, until the disease
be understood.
KNG

Anasiyd bears me out in my SUSPLCTOT.

SAKOONTALA. | Asile,
[ am, indeed, decply in love; but cannot rashly disclose
my passion to these young girls.
PRIYAMYVADA.

What Anasiyd says, dear Sakoontald, is very just.  Why

give so little heed to your ailment? Every day you are

becoming thinner; though I must confess yvour complexion is
still as beautiful as ever.
KING.
Priyamvidda speaks most truly.
sunk is her velvet check ; her wasted bosom
Loses 1ts fulness: e'en her slender waist
Grows more attenuate ; her fuce 1s wan,
Her shoulders droop ;—us when the vernal hiists
Sear the young blossoms of the Madhavi, ™
Bhighting their bloom ; so mourntul 1s the change,

Yot in its sudness, fascinating still,
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Inflicted by the mighty lord of love
On the fair figure of the hermit's daughter.
SAKOONTA TS

Dear friends, to no one would I rather reveal the nature of

my malady than to you; but I should only be troubling YOl

PRIVAMVADA AND ANASUYA.
Nay, this is the very point about which we are so solicitous.
Sorrow sharved with atfectionate friends is relieved of half its

palgnancy.
KING.

Pressed by the partners of her joys and griefs,
Her much beloved companions, to reveal
The cherished seeret locked within her breast.
She needs must utter it : although her looks
Encourage me to hope, my basom throhs
As anxiously T listen for her answer.
SAKOONTATA.
Know then, dear friends, that from the frst moment the
Hlustrious Prince who is the guardian of our sacred wrove,

]II‘I'N’IITI‘II llilll.‘*-(’H' to IH_\-‘ r‘i;_;]lt—-[ﬁ'.'r;;),-.‘ .v.ﬁm'!, el apoars e fresed.

PRIYAMVADA AND ANASUYA.

Say on, dear Sakoontald, say on.
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SAKOONTATA.

Ever since that happy moment, my heart’s affections have

been tixed upon him, and my energics of mind and body have

all deserted me, as you see.

KING. CIFith vapture,
Her own lips have uttered the words I most longed to hear
Love lit the flame, and Love himself allays
My burning fever, as when gathering clouds
tise o’er the earth in summer’s dazzling noon.,

And grateful showers dispel the merning heat.

SAKOONTALA,

You must consent, then, dear friends, to contrive some
means by which I may find favour with the King, or you
will have ere long to assist at my funeral.

KING.

lknough ! These words remove all my doubts.

PRITVAMVADA. [Aside to Axasuva,

Sheis far gone in love, dear Anasiyd, and no time ought
to be lost.  Since she has fixed her affections on a monarch
whn is the ornament of Purn’s line, we need not hesitate for

@ moment to express our approval.
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AN ASOY Y.
| |lllih aerec with Vol
PRIVAMVATA Alond.
We wish you joy, dear Sakoontala.  Your aftections are
fixed on an object in every respect worthy of you. The
noblest river will unite itself to the ocean, and the lovely
jli.ul-.'l;l\I'—l.'I‘L‘i'lll r clings J_lzlil.ll'u“_\' to the _\[:LIJ;_;'H, thic il]l]:,' troc
cupable of supporting it.
KING.
Why need we wonder it the beautitul constellation Visakhi

]Jin:_-_-#. to be umted with the Moon. ®

ANASUY A,

By what stratagens can we best sceure to owr friend the
accomplishment of her heart’s desire both speedily  anud
seeretly

PRIYAMVADA.
Lhe latter point is all we have to think about. As to
“speedily,” T look upon the whole affuir as alr ady settled.
ANASUY A,
How so 7
PRIVAMVADA.

Did YOu noi whseryve how the l\.llll';: |It_'!]';|\""'l his hkinge Dy

#h
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the tender manner in which he gazed upon her, and how thin
he has become the last few days, as i he had been lying

awake thinking of her ?

KIN(.  Looking at himsely.
(uite troe! | certainly am  becomine thin from want of
sleep
As night by night in anxions thought I raise
This wasted arm to 1St mny ulw']llf*r&s llt'.'ul,
My jewelled bracelet, sullied by the tears

That trickle from my eyves in scaliing streams,

H]i]m towards myv elbow from my shrivelled wrist

Oft T replace the banble, but in vain
So castly it spans the fleshless limb
That ¢’en the rongh and corrueated skin,

Searred by the bow-string, will not check its fall. ™

PRIYAMVADA, ;:");.m_.;),q;'m‘f_-;'

An idea strikes me, Anasayi.  Let Saukoontald write a
love-letter; I will conceal it in a flower, and contrive to drop
it in the King's ]l:lI}L. He will ﬁ?ll‘t"!_\' mistake it for the

remains of some sacred offeving, and will, in all probability

llil'ls 1 L}

—— P st Tt Rt P “"‘i
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SAKOONTALA; OR, TIIE LOST RING. [act 1,

ANASUYA,
A very ingenious device ! It has my entire approval ; but
what says Sakoontald ?

SAKOONTALA.

[ must consider before I can consent to it.

PRIVAMVADA.

ST |
L

o

Could you not, dear Sakoontald, think of some pretiy

composition in verse, containing a delicate declaration of your

™

ll_JVI' :

"
s
'\

SAKOONTATA.
Well, T will do my best; but my heart trembles when |

think of the chances of a refusal.

KIN(G. [ Btk vapiture.
Too timid maid, here stands the man from whom
Thou fearest a repulse ; supremely blessed
To call thee all his own.  Well might he doub
His title to thy love; but how could’st thou

Believe thy beauty powerless to subdue him >

PRIVAMVADA AND ANASUYS.
You undervalue your own merits, dear Sukoontuld. What

man in his senses would mtercept with the skirt of his robe
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the bright rays of the autumnal moon, which alone can allay
the fever of his body ¢
SAKOONTATA . [ Smiling.
Then 1t seems | must do as | am bid. [ Sits down and appears
to he thinking.
KING.
How charming she looks! My very eyes forget to wink,
jealous of losing even for an instant a sight so enchanting.
How beantiful the movement of her brow,
As through her mind love's tender fancies low !
And, as she weighs her thoughts, how sweet o trace

The ardent passion mantling in her face !

SAKOONTALA
Dear mirls, I have thought of a wverse, but 1 have no
writing-materials at hand.
PRIYAMYADA.
Write the letters with your nail on this lotus-leaf, which is

smooth as a parrot’s breast.

SAKOONTALA. [ After writing the verse.

Listen, dear friends, and tell me whether the ideas are

appropriatel vy expressed.
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PRITAMVADA AND ANASUYA.

We are all attention.

SAKOONTALA. [ Reads.
I know not the seeret thy bosom conceals,
Thy form 1s not near me to gladden my sight ;
But sad is the tale that my fever reveals,
OFf the love that consumes me by day and by night.
KING.
[Advancing hastity towards her.
Nay, Love does but warm thee, fuir maiden,—thy frame
Only droops like the bud in the glare of the noon ;
But me he consumes with a pitiless flame,

As the beams of the day-star destroy the pale moon.

. L] 4
PRIYAMVADA AND ANASUYA.

[Zovking at him joyfully, and rising to selute him.

Welcome, the desire of our hearts, that so speedily presents

-

itself ] [SAKOONTATA makes an effort to rise,
KING
Nay, trouble not thyself, dear maiden,
Move not to do me homage ; let thy limbs

Still softly rest upon their flowery coucl,
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And gather fragrance from the lotus-stalks
Bruised by the fevered contact of thy frame.
\NASUYA.

Deign, gentle Sir, to seat yourself on the rock on which
our friend is reposing.

[The KinNG sits down. SAKOONTALA 7 e frsedd
PRIYAMVADA.

Any one may sece at a glance that you are decply attached
to each other. But the affection 1 have for my friend
prompts me to say something of which von hardly require
to be informed.

KING.
Do not hesitate to speak out, my good girl.  If you omit to

say what is in your mind, you may be sorry for it atterwards.

PRIYAMVADA.
Is 1t not your special office as a King to remove the suffering
of your subjects who are in trouble ?
KINI:,
Such 1s my duty, most assuredly.
PRIYAMVADA.

Know then, that our dear friend has been brought to her




KING.
Sweet maiden, banish from thy mind the thought
That I could love another. Thou dost reign
Supreme, without a rival, in my heart,
And I win thine alone: disown me not,
Llse must 1 die a second deadlier death,
Killed by thy words, as erst by Kima’s*" shafts.
ANASUYA.
Kind sir, we have heard it said that kings have many
favourite consorts. You must uot, then, by your behaviour
towards our dear friend, give her relations cause to sorrow

&)
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present state of suffering entirely through love for you. Her
life is in your hands; take pity on her and vestore her to
health.
KING.

Excellent maiden, our attachment 1s mutual. It 1s 1 who

am the most honoured by it.
SAKOONTALA.  [Lovking at PRIYAMYADA,

What do you mean by detaining the King, who must
be anxious to veturn to his royal consorts after so long a
separation ©

o>

o
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HING.
Listen, gentle maiden, while in a few words L quiet your
anxiety.
Though many beauteous forms my palace grace,
Henceforth two things alone will I esteem
The glory of my royal dynasty ;—

My sea-girt realm, and this most lovely maid.

’

PRIYAMYADY AND ANASUYA.

We are satisfied by your assurances.

PRIYAMYVADA. | Glanetig on viie side.

See, Anasiyd, there is our favourite little fawn running
about in great distress, and turning its eyes in every direction
as if looking for its mother; come, let us help the little thing

to find her. [ Both move away.

SAKOONTALA.
Dear friends, dear friends, leave me not alone and unpro-

tected. Why need you both go -

PRIYAMVADA AND ANASUYA.

Unprotected ! when the Protector of the world 1s at your

Si[]l:. r Fivewnt.
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SAKOONTALA.
What I have they both reaily left me *

RING.

Distress not thyself, sweet maiden.  Thy adorer is at hand

to wait upon thee.
Oh let me tend thee, fair one, in the place
Of thy dear friends; and with broad lotus fans,
Raise cooling breezes to refresh thy frame ;
Or shall T rather, with caressing touch,
Allay the fever of thy limbs, and soothe
Thy aching feet, beauteous as blushing lilies
SAKOONTALA.

Nuy, touch me not, I will not incur the censure of those
whom I am bound to respeet. [ Rises and attempts ta go.
KING.

Fair one, the heat of noon has not yet subsided, and thy
body 1s still feeble.
How canst thou quit thy fragrant couch of fowers,
And from thy throbbing bosom cast aside
[ts covering of lotus-leaves, to brave
With weak and fainting limbs the noon-day heat ?

(Forees her to turn hack,
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\-\_"}" SAKOONTALA.
>
N Iufringe not the rules of decorum, mighty descendant of
’JI
(\ PPura. Remember, though [ love you, I have no power to
.'-\'
0L isposc of myself.
B0 digpose of mysel
¢ (4 KING.
'I\ \llh
*/) ) . ] . . - - : IR S
W . Why this fear of offending your relations, timid mad :

When your venerable foster-futher hears of it, he will uot

_____\
S T, o3
\

f -
i

N.M,,_f-\f_,i_

N find fault with you. He knows that the law permits us to
l’( “‘. - ) . ) :
. {& ! be united without consulting him.
i (
A 7 y R st
\ - In Indra’s heaven, so at least "tis said,

No nuptial rites prevail,® nor is the bride

Led to the altar by her future spousc :

- -
AT T
Vg S
s T fas ,_/"'

: {- ‘ But all in secret does the bridegroom plight
;\; ﬁ’,l His troth, and cach unto the other vow

‘.I,E;“, A Mutual allegiance. Such espousals, too,
?:%’_’ Are authorised on ecarth, and many daughters
' (' 3 Of royal saints thus wedded to their lords

4

PE TP E T I

Have still received their father's benison.

\?_i',..: .

SAKOONTALA.

-

|eave me, leave me; I must tuke counsel with my temale

&\

—
1 Y
5o}

friends.
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1 will leave thee when—

SAKOONTALA . ol

When - ;

RING.

- —

When | have gently stolen from thy lips

'
AT T
¥

Their yet untasted nectar, to allay

e
o ~
F oo

The raging of my thirst, ¢'en as the bee

LR

AR <

Tl
TPy

Sips the fresh honey from the opening bud.

w

L Attempts to vaise her feee.  SAKOONTALA {ries to

|'
¢

=
b e

prevent Jiim.]

\ VOICE BEHIND THE SCENES.

—~—
o

The loving birds, doomed by fate to mightly separation,®

must bid farewell to each other, for evening is at hand. S A

SAKOONTALA. (fn confusion.

Great Prince, [ hear the voice of the matron Gautam{. She

is coming this way, to inguire after my health. Hasten and

conceal yourself hehind the branches. .

[ will. CConeends hinself, P \,1}

» I
- o



SAKOONTALA.

ACT 111,

P - - / )
L S S S ST P e )

GAUTAMI. ' 1

Let me sprinkle you with this holy water,

and all your ailments will depart.




AGL LT, | SAKOONTALA'; OI

My child, is the fever of th

SAKO
Venerable mother, there i

better.

Lot me sprinkle you with tl

}, THE LOST RING,

Finder Gavrasi with a vase itn her hand, preceded by

Lico altendants.

ATTENDANTS.

This way, most venerable Gautam.

!
(GATTTANI .

GAUTAMI.

[ Approaching SAR0ONTALA

y limbs allayed

INTAT AW

s certainly a change for the

s holy water, and all your atl-

ments will depart.  [Sprinkling SAROONTALA 0% the head.] Lhu

day is closing, my child; come, let us go to the cottage.

SAKOD

Oh my heart ! thou didst fe:

[ They all wnvre weway.

\'T\Ta\. I[:_J!\l".,"_.

wr to taste of happiness when it

was within thy reach. Now that the object of thy desives is

corn Lrom thee, how bitter will

thine anguish ! [Moving on a

.gf:" :_v:""‘ ~c st
DN A BN

he lh}‘ remorse. how distraciing

o steps and  stoppuig. e,

e
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SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING.  [act w1,

Farewell! bower of creepers, sweet soother of my sufferings,

farewell ! may T soon again be happy under thy shade

[ Bxil reluelantly with the athers
KING.
[ Returneng (o his former seat in the arbowr.  Sighing.
Alas ! how many are the obstacles to the accomplishment
of onr wishes !
Alheit she did coyly turn away
Her glowing check, and with her fingers guard
[Her pouting lips, that murmured a denial
In faltering accents, she did yield herself
A swect reluctant captive to my will,
As eagerly T raised her ]n\'('l}‘ face :
But ere with _:I{']]I.Il' force T stole the kiss.

Too envious Fate did mar my daring purpose.

Whither now shall T hetake myself? T will tarry for a brict

space - this bower of ereepers, so endeared to me by the

presence of HI_\ ]N_‘lt‘_n‘t{l Silknrjntul;’g, IF{,,.QJ,-,',,,_, Fottid .

HL‘I‘(' [n‘illh;'tl OT1 ”‘1(' ﬂt_)\\’l_'l'_\' couch 1 sec
The fair impression of her slender limbs -

Here is the sweet confession of her love,

Traced with her nail upon the lotus leaf':
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SAKOONTALA : OR, THE LOST RING.

And youder are the withered lily-stalks

That graced her wrist.  While all around I view

Things that recal her image, can I quit

This hower, ¢’en though its living charm be fled ?

\ VOICE [N THE AIR.

Great King,
Hearce 15 our evening sacrifice begun,
When evil demons, lurid as the clouds
That gather round the dying orb of day,
Cluster in hideous troops, obscene and dread,
About our altars, casting far and near
Terrific shadows, while the sacred fire
Sheds a pale lustre o'er their ghostly shapes.

KING.

[ come to the rescue, I come.
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PRELUDE TO ACT IV.
SCENE.—The Garden of the Hermitage.
Lnter PRINAMVADL and ANASUYS (u the act of gathering flowers.

ANASUYA.

Althougl, dear Priyamvadd, it rejoices my heart to think

that Sakoontald has heen happily united to a husband in every

respeet worthy of her, by the form of marriage prevalent
among Indra’s celestiul musicians, nevertheless, T cannot help
feeling somewhat uneasy in my mind.

PRIYAMVADA
IHow soF




.
%
5 v = 4 n m 1 - :i . .
ACT v, ] SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING, i
. ’ -
ANASTYA.

: . — , -y : b+
You know that the pious King was gratefully dismissed by ,}
the hermits on the sueccessful termination of their sacrificial 5y
. ; i : = y i
rites.  He has now returned to his capital, leaving Sakoontali .

. . -“"-"' -
under our eare; and it mav be doubted whether. in the A \
o - T
: . . . , '\\a’f
soc1ety of his royal consorts, he will not forget all that has 27 —
taken place in this hermitage of ours. 8T .
; Ry *
PRIYAMVADA, S ,
. N\
On that score be at ease. Persons of his noble nature are 2 i
not so destitute of all honourable feeling. 1 confess, however, ey
r r e
. . - - TR
that there is one point about which I am rather anxious. MR
af S
What, think you, will father Kanwa say when he hears what [ {; F

has occurred
ANASUYA,
In my opmion, he will approve the marriage.
PRIYAMYADA.
What makes you think so ?
ANASUYA.
From the first, it was always his fixed purpose to bestow
the muiden on a husband worthy of her; and since heaven
has given her such a husband, his wishes have been realized

without any trouble to himself.

g~ - 'a AE el 4 - f : . ‘-—- r, [
e I b e o e D Y . S '
N ; .“ N g 5 . ", = Sl )
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SAKOONTALX; OR, THE LOST RING. [act 1y,
: | R
PRIVAMVYADA. & NE
il i [ Looking al the flower-bash ol .}-l i
e £ E . . S ,( -
We have gathered Howers enough for the sacred offering, ;(ﬁ:\ .
i 4 W o
. Sy ey Anasavi. . '§
v | d A Ay
K ANASUYA.
= L N
;. ' Well, then, let us now gather more, that we may have | fﬁ._} ’
R ' AT
""- N wherewith to propitiate the gunardiam-deity of our dewr .
&"a I 1 o o ‘.!}.
:_\,“ - ~akoontali. } . “_
- ‘o3 r B
L -~ ¥ 1 \ f
v NS PRIYAMVADA, Vi (.
= \‘1\ ] .
£ ’a‘ . H‘ ;l“ HHeals., | va_’_f/ continue 3/-’#!;’.': i, _, )5
1) AR .
1}-_.- ! A VOICE BEHIND THE SCENES. | \_
K - ,‘ D&
‘}‘.\_'.\: Ho there! See you not that I am here ? &
B ) o _ |
., ANASUYA [ Listeriny. . rﬁl%
. S : \
N - That must be the voice of a guest announcing his arrival. ) :
- \J - by €
( v , " b \
i PRIVAMVADA. S -3
B & 4 /
- \."- _ : A : y .-\
; <‘ ) Surely, Sakoontald 1s not absent from the cottage. [ Aside.] 5 e
e \ g /
h | . . = -
‘ Ny Her heart at least is absent, T fear. v E‘ .
. & %
. s /
al . ’ et A
¥ - ANASUYS, | R
B ‘. b ] | 2 JE
‘% ?\; Come (Llul'l_'.{. corme :L]t.ﬂjg; we have 'nlthervd Howers Ll_[uutrh l @ {;
W [ They move away : ..3
=5 : _ :
7 . PHE SAME VOICE BEHIND THE SCENES.
e L]
\ : : ; ; - .
' Woe to thee, maiden, for daring to slight a guest like me !
’ @ Shall T stand here unwelcomed : evon I,
' A very mine of penitential merit,
$ 4
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PRIYAMVALA,

SAKOONT
PRELUDE TO ACT 1V.

Anastiyi.

have gathered flowers enough for the s

We

offtcring, dear
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Worthy of all respeet ' Shalt thou, rash maid,
Thus set at nought the ever sacred ties

Of hospitality 7 and fix thy thoughts

[Tpon the cherished object of thy love,

While I am present:  Thus I curse thee, then
He, even he of whom thou thinkest, he

Shall think no more of thee; norin his heart,
Yetain thine image.  Vainly shalt thou strive
Tao waken his remembrance of the past;

He shall disown thee, even ag the sof,

Roused from his midnight drunkenness, denies

The words he uttered in his revellings.

PRIVAMVADA.

Alas! alas! I fear a terrible misfortunc has ocenrred
Suloontald, fram absence of mind, must have offended some
siest whom she was bound to treat with vespect. [ Zookiy
heliind the seenes.]  Ahl yes; and no less a person, 1 see, than
the great sage Durvisas,” who 1s known to be mest irascible.
He 1t is that has just cursed her, and is now retiring with
hasty strides, trembling with passion, and looking asif nothing

conld turn him.  His wrath 1s Iike a consuming fire.
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SAKOONTATA: OR, THE LOST RING.

ANASUYA.
Go quickly; dear Priyamvadé, throw yourself at his feet,
and persuade him to come back, while T prepare a propitintory

offering ™ for him, with water and refreshments.

PRIVAMYADA.
I will.
ANASTYA,
L Advancing hastidy a few steps and stumbling.
Alas? alas ! this comes of being in a hurry. My foot has
slipped and my basket of flowers has fallen from my hand.
[Stays to gather them wp.
PRIYAMVADA. [Re-veitering.
Well, dear Anasayd, I have done my best; but what livine
being could succeed in pacifying such a cross-grained, 1ll-
tempered old fellow = However, T managed to mollify him «
little.
ANASUYS, [Smeling.
Even alittle was much for him. Say on.
PRIVAMVADA.
When he refused to turn back, 1 implored his forgiveness
n these words : * Most venerable sage, pardon, I beseech you,

this first offence of & young and inexperienced girl, who was




AcT 1y ] SAKOONTALA ; OR, THE LOST RING.

ignorant of the respect due to your saintly character and
exalted rank.’
ANASUYA,
And what did he reply ¢
PRIYAMVADA.
‘My word must not be falsified ; but at the sight of the ring

of recognition the spell shall cease.” So saying, he disappeared.

ANASUYA.

Oh! then we may breathe again; for now I think of it.

the King himselt, at his departure, fastened on Sakoontald’s

finger, us a token of remembrance, a ring on which his own
name was engraved.  She has, therefore, a remedy for her

mistortune at her own command.

PRIVAMYVADA.
Come, dear Anasuya, let us proceed with our religious
duties. [ They walk aeay
PRIYAMYVADA, [ Lovking off’ the stape
See, Anasiuya, there sits our dear friend, motionless as «
statue, resting her face on her left hand, her whole mind
absorbed in thinking of her absent husband.  She can pay n

attention to herself, much less to a stranger.




SAKOONTALA ; OR, THE LOST RING. [aCT 1v-

ANASUYA.

Priyamvadd, let this affair never pass our lips.  We must
spare our dear friend’s feelings.  Her constitution is too
delicate to hear much emotion.

PRIVAMVADA.
[ agree with you. Who would think of watering a tender

jasmine with hot water ?
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ACT 1IV.

SceNk.— The Neighbourhood of the Hermitage.

Lanter ane of KaNwA'S Pupins just arisen from his conch at the

dawn of day.

PUPLL.

My master, the venerable Kanwa, who is but lately returncd

from his pilgrimage, has ordered me to ascertain how the time

goes. | have therefore come into the open air to see if i

be still davk. [ 1Wulking and tooking abowt.] Oh'! the dawn has
already broken.

Lo ! in one quarter of the sky, the Moon,

Lord of the herbs and night-expanding flowers.

Sinks towards his bed behind the western hills

While 1n the east, preceded by the Dawn,

His blushing charioteer, the glorious Sun

Begins his course, and far into the gloom

(lasts the first radianee of his orient beams.
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SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING.

Hail ! co-eternal orbs, that rise to set,
And set to rise again ; symbols divine
Of man’s reverses, life's vicissitudes.
And now,
While the round Moon withdraws his looming disc
RBeneath the western sky, the full-blown flower
Of the night-loving lotus  sheds her leaves
In sorrow for his loss, bequeathing nought
But the sweet memory of her loveliness
To my hereavéd sight: ¢’en as the bride
Disconsolately mourns her absent lord,

And yields her heart a prey to anxious grief.

ANASUYA. [ Entering abruptly.

Little as I know of the ways of the world, T cannot help

thinking that King Dushyanta is treating Sakoontald very

ir[l}n'n]n'r‘]}'.

PUPLL.
Well, I must let my revered preceptor know that it is

time to offer the burnt oblation. [ Exit.

ANASUYA.

[ am broad awake, but what shall T do? T have no encrgy




aeriv.]  SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING,

to go about my usual occupations. My hands and feet seem
to have lost their power.  Well, Love has gained his object

and Love only is to blame for having induced our dear friend,
in the innocenece of her heart, to confide in such a perfidious
man.  Poseibly, however, the imprecation of Durvasas may
be already tuking effect.  Indeed, I cannot otherwise account
for the King's strange conduct, in allowing so long a time to
clapse without even a letter; and that, too, after so many
promises and protestations. I cannot think what to do.
unless we send him the ring which was to be the token of
recognition.  But which of these austere hermits could we
ask to be the bearer of 16 Then, again, Father Kanwa has
just returned from his pilgrimage: and how am I to inform
him of Sakoontald’s marviage to King Dushyanta, and her
expectation of being soon o mother? I never could bring
myself to tell him, even it T felt that Sakoontali had been in

fault, which she certainly has not.  What is to be done ?

PRIYAMVADA. [ Lntering ; joyfully.

Quick ! quick! Anasiyd! come and assist in the joyful

preparations  for Sakoontald’s departure to her husband’s

palace.
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ANASUYA,

My dear girl, what can you mean ?

PRIYAMVADA.
Listen, now, and T will tell you all about it. I went just

now to Sakoontald, to inquire whether she had slept coni-

fortably

ANARTYA.

Well, well: 2o on.

o

PRIVAMYADA.

She was sitting with her face bowed down to the very
eround with shame, when father Kanwa entered and. em
bracing her, of his own accord offered her his congratulations
‘I give thee joy, my child,” he said, *we have had an
auspicious omen.  The  priest who offered  the oblation
dropped 1t into the very centre of the sacred fire,™ though
thick smoke obstructed his vision.  Henceforth thou wilt cense
to be an object of compassion.  This very day 1 purpose

sending thee, under the charge of certain trusty hermits, to

the King's palace; and shall deliver thee into the hands ol

thy husband, as T would commit knowledge ta the keeping of

aowise and fuithful student.

$\:f
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OR, THE LOST RING

ANAST YA,

(WL : ;‘i ~ - b -
\ &f Who, then informed the holy Father of what passed in his
(:‘;: d
K (5 - absence *
X
1 ..\. -
- A PRIYAMVADA,
4
.(';,' Ag he was entering the sanctuary of the consecrated five,
&< \
ERR) . . . . . - .
) Ny an invisible being chanted a verse in celestial strains.
ANASUYA. [ With astonishment.
Indeed ! pray repeat it.
PRIYAMYVADA. [ Repeating the verse.

Glows in thy daughter King Dushyanta’s glory,
As in the sacred tree the mystic fire, ™
Let worlds rejoice to hear the welcome story ;

And may the son immortalize the sire.

ANASUYA. [Embracing PRIYAMVADA,

: Oh, my dear Priyamvadd, what delightful news! 1 am (2.5 Jo

o | 1

g I\
i | pleased beyond measure ; yet when T think that we are to lose l. =} {‘{;f
v our dear Sakoontald this very day, a feeling of melancholy 1 | & '} 5
L A . - 1 1 I;'\.! e
A mingles with my joy. -h .

: @ . i ‘.':,f_'“ i/

PRIYAMVADA. , 8
N | " ") [

We shall find means of conseling ourselves after her

departure. Let the dear ereature only be made happy, at

any cost,
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ANASUYA, .4

Yes, yes, Priyamvadd, it shall be so; and now to prepare

(— ’\-'
R\ T our bridal array. 1 have always looked forward to this {23 6‘"
= ! = o - & < |-,-.' i\ ]
¢ oceasion, and some time sinee, I deposited a beautiful garland A
: (GRS of Kesara flowers in a cocoa-nut box, and suspended it on « T P
. ’ £y
&4 hough of yonder mango-tree.  Be good enough to stretch out {.:" b
\ 3 = o \ (]
=/ 4
vour hand and take it down, while I compound unguents and fe _+
L .
: : : : ; ¢ 2y Ak3
perfumes with this consecrated paste and these blades of @
/-
Gl saered grass.
g7 o ,
B, (L PRIYAMVADA.
+“I '.. x - » ” L .
Y \, i Very well. Exit ANasuya, ProvaMvapa tafes
-+ dawn the flowers.
HEE :
"3 (\!\:f
N/ A VOICE BEHIND THE SCENES.
B Iy .
B, 5/ (rautami, bid Sirngarava and the others hold themselves in
. { ‘ 3 = : r
o readiness to escort Sakoontald.

LY
r 2 | i e “
> ") PRIVAMVADA, [ Listening
Quick, quick, Anasya! They are calling the hermits who

are to go with Sakoontald to Hastindpur.™

ANASUYA.
[fle-entering, with the perfumed unguents in her hond,
(‘ome along then, Priyamvadd; I am ready to go with you.

[ They walk away.
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ACT 1v.] SAKOONTALA ; OR, THE LOST RING.

PRIYAMVADA. [ Looking

See ! there sits Sakoontald, her locks arranged  even at
this carly hour of the morning. The holy women of the
hermitage are congratulating her, and mvoking blessings on
her head, while they present her with wedding-gifts and

ofterings of consecrated wild-rice. TLet us join them.

[ The /8 {J‘r.-p.-'m‘h“)’x.

-

SAKOONTALA s seen sealed, with women swrrounding her,
occupted in the manner described.
FIRST WOMAY. [ 75 SAKOONTALA,
My child, may’st thou reccive the title of ¢ Chief-queen,’
and may thy hushand delight to honour thee above all others!
SECOND WOMAN,

My child, may’st thou be the mother of & hero !

TIHIRD WOMAN.
My child, may’st thou e highly honoured by thy lord!
[ Zxeunt all the women, excepting GavTaym *
after blessing SAKOONTA LA.
PRIYAMVA ll.{. AND :\.\':\SI" ‘L’.-i.
[ Approaching.

Dear Sakoontald, we are come to assist you at your toilet,

and may a blessing attend it !




_,T/" ‘/“ : .( O - i "'xa" ;/ -.,/ _J...-'-..\/ \.

\g A S a\"

—)F-) ’_;-I-

_\-_. '

- \ '..' !
/- * o -
g
—

¥ - ¥ ¢ % I.; g : ‘ﬁj.— ” o \-d.( : -"I-L\ L, > . ,g 2,

iy

SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING. [acr v,

SAKOONTATLA,

Welcome, dear friends, welcome,  Sit down here.

PRIYAMYADA AND ANASUYA.
[ Taking the baskets containing the hridul decorutions,
and sitting dmen.
Now, then, dearest, prepare to let us dress you.  We must

first rub your limbs with these perfumed unguents.

SAKOONTALA.
[ ought indeed to he grateful for your kind offices, now that
[ s so soon to be deprived of them. Dear, dear friends,
perhaps 1 shall never be dressed by you again.

[ Tiirsts oo Loy,

PRIYAMVADA AND ANASUYA.
Weep not, dearest ; tears are out of season on such happy
OLCHSION.,

[ They wipe mway her tears and

Legin to dress her.

PRIYAMVADA.
Alas! these simple flowers and rude ornaments which our
hermitage offers in abundance, do not set off your beauty as it

Ll ].t EETVOeS.
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Finter Two Yovse Hewsrrs, bearing costly presents.

BOTIT HERMITS,

Here are ornaments suitable for a queen.

[ The women look at them in astonishmen!.

GAUTAMI.

Why, Nirada, my son, whenee came these ?

FIRST HERMIT.

You owe them to the devotion of Father Kanwia.

GAUTAMI.

Did he create them by the power of his own mind ?

SECOND HERMIT.

Certainly not; but you shall hear. The venerable sage
ordered us to collect flowers for Sakoontald from the forest-
trees; and we went to the wood for that purpose, when

Straightway depending from a neighbouring tree
Appeared a robe of linen tissue, pure

And spotless as a moonbeam—mystie pledge

[/,, -

e o 53 e
; 1\_\‘“_\\_(. e o

Of bridal happiness; another tree

-

Distilled w roseate dye wherewith to stain

The lady’s feet; ' and other branches near

(rlistened with rare and costly ornaments.

I"--'.. - l":-\""_-"'. o T TN ,‘\“'
i ,,‘f \\.z’\t« TOIRK LI ﬂ\‘w ,.'__- -_"1\

- 25




SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING.

While, "midst the leaves, the hands of forest-nymphs,
Vying in beauty with the opening buds,

P'resented us with sylvan offerings.

PRIVAMVADA.

[ Looking at SAKOONTALA,

The wood-nymphs have done you honour, indeed. This
favour doubtless signifies thut you are soon to be received as
a happy wife into your husband's house, and are from this

torward to become the partner of his royal fortunes.

- . _
[SAKOONTALA appears confused,

FIRST ITERMIT.

Come, Gautama; Father Kanwa has finished his ablutions.
Let us go and inform him of the favour we have received
(rom the deities who ]-l‘csit]u OVCr OUr tIrees.

SECOND HERMIT.

By all means, [ Lreunt.

PRIYAMVADY AND ANASUYA.
Alas D what are we to do? We are unused to such splendid
decorations, and are at a loss how to wrange them. Our
knowledge of painting must be our guide. We will dispose

the ornaments a8 we have seen them in pictures.




ACT 1v.] SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING,

SAKOONTALA.
Whatever pleases you, dear girls, will please me. [ hay
pertect confidence in your taste.

[ Theu commence dressing her.
Linter Kaxwa, having just finished kis ablutions.

KANW.A,
This day my loved one leaves me, and my heart

Is heavy with its grief: the streams of sorrow

Choked at the source, repress my faltering voice.
I have no words to speak ; mine eyes are dimmed
By the dark shadows of the thoughts that rise
Within my soul. If such the force of grief

In an old hermit parted from his nursling,

What anguish must the stricken parent feel—
Bereft for ever of an only daughter.

[Advances towards SAROONTALA.

PRIYAMVADA AND ANASUYA.

Now, dearest Sakoontald, we have finished decorating yoru.

You have only to put on the two linen mantles.

[5.\. KOONTALA 7ises and Pts them an.
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SAKOONTALA: OR, THE LOST RING. [acT v

GAUTAMI.

Daughter, sec, here comes thy foster-father; he is cager to
told thee in his arms; his eyes swim with tears of joy.
Hasten to do him reverence.

SAKOONTALA. CRevercutly,

My father, T =alute you.

KANWA.

My daughter,

May’st thou be highly honoured by thy lord,

E’en as Yaydti Sarmishthd adored ! %

And, as she bore him Puru, so may’st thou

Bring forth a4 son to whom the world shall bow !

GAUTAMI,
Most venerable father, she accepts your henediction as il

she already possessed the boon it confers.

KANWA,

Now come this way, my child, and walk reverently round
these sacrificial fires, (They atl walk round.
KANWA.

[Liepeats a prayer in the metre of the Rig-veda.
Holy flames, that gleam around

Every altar's hallowed ground ;
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SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING.

Holy flames, whose frequent food
[s the consecrated wood,

And for whose encireling bed,

Sacred Kusu-grass is spread ;
Holy flames, that walt to heaven
Sweet oblations daily given,
Mortal guilt to purge away ;—
Hear, oh hear me, when T pray

Purify my child this day !

Now then, my daughter, set out on thy jowrney.

[ J’,‘i i'/l‘ {._Hﬁf L

ane side 7 Where are t'h}' attendants, Sarngaravie anl the

-.-‘,
‘;
M‘
‘2

others -

YOUNG HERMIT. [j-,‘,u, s

X ot

IHere we are, most venerable father.

’/-':““t’:-x ‘?/1;\
. .‘:"—@“;/_"‘

KANWAL

—
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Lead the way for thy sister.
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SARNGARAVA.
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Come, Sukoontald, let us proceed. (Al more weay

S

KANWA.

o
\

L al
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Hear me. ye trees that surround our hermitage .
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SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING,

Sakoontald ne'er moistened in the stream
Her own parched lips, till she had fondly poured
[ts purest water on your thirsty roots:
And oft, when she would fain have decked her hair
With your thick-clustering blossoms, in her love
She robbed you nol ¢'en of a single flower.

Her haghest ju.‘,' was ever to hehold

The early glory of your opening buds :

Oh, then, dismiss her with a kind farewell !

This very day she quits her father’'s home,

To seck the palace of her wedded lord.

[ Lhe note of @ Koil ¥ s heard.

Hurk ! heard’st thou not the answer of the trees,

Our sylvan sisters, warbled in the note

Of the melodious K6il* ? they dismiss

Their dear Sakoontald with loving wishes.

VOICES IN THE AIR.

Fare thee well, journey pleasantly on amid streams
Where the lotuses bloom, and the sun’s glowing beams
Never pierce the deep shade of the wide-spreading trees,

While gently around thee shall sport the cool breeze ;
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SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING,
Then Tlight be thy footsteps and easy thy tread,
Beneath thee shall carpets of' lilies be spread.
Journey on to thy lord, let thy spirit be gay,
For the smiles of all Nature shall gladden thy way.

(AU listen with astonishment.

GAUTAMI.
Daughter! the nymphs of the wood, who love thee with
the atfection of a sister, dismiss thee with kind wishes for thy

happiness.  Take thou leave of them reverentially.

SAKOONTALA.
[ Bawing respectfully and walking on.
Aside to her friend,
[aager as [ am, dear Privanvadd, to see my husband one
more, yet my feet refuse to move, now that T am quitting for

aver the home of my girlhood.

PRIYAMVADA.

You are not the only one, dearest, to feel the bitterness of
parting. As the time of separation approaches, the whole
grove seems to share your anguish.

In sorrow for thy loss, the herd of deer

Forget to browse ; the peacock on the lawn
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SAKOONTALA: OR, THE LOST RING.

Ceases its dance ;% the very trees avound us

Shed their pale leaves, like tears, upon the ground,

SAKOONTALA. [Lecalleeting hevself.
My father, let me, before I go, bid adieu to my pet jusmine,
the Moonlight of the Grove.” T love the plant almost as a
sister,
KANWA.
Yes, yes, my child, [ remember thy sisterly affection for
the creeper.  Here it is on the right.
SAKOONTALA.

(Approaehing the jasmine.,

My beloved jasmine, most brilliant of climbing plants, how
sweet it is to see thee cling thus fondly to thy hushanud, the

mango-tree ; yet, prithee, turn thy twining arms for & moment

in this direction to embrace thy sister; she is going far away,

and may never see thee again.

KANWA.
Daughter, the cherished purpose of my heart
Has ever been to wed thee to a spouse
That should be worthy of thee: such a Spouse

Hast thou thyself, by thine own merits, wou.




ACT 1V, ] SAKOONTALA:; OR, THE LOST RING,
\ - L L 1
M To him thou goest, and about his neck
e , ; .
a, Soon shalt thou cling confidingly, as now
i <3 ; y T . : . :
N ‘; Thy fayourite jasmine twines its loving arms
- -\‘ -
By Around the sturdy mango. Leave thou it
2g)) 2 e ‘
o * Lo its protector—e’en as I consign
\‘ -.\ e o
: ,’é;" Thee to thy lord, and henceforth from my mind
{8 &2} .
Wl Bunish all anxious thought on thy behalf.
(114 4 g S 2
), 'p;.'-\ Proceed on thy journey, my child.
# (8 \*}/
\
|-\ .‘(_f SAKOONTIALA.
A\ ; o Ty
i 0 FRIYAMYADA (nd ANASUYA,
‘:} \; [Zo P 7 A
I i‘l m : “
'} s To you, my sweet companions, I leave it as a keepsake.
<7 ¥ = ‘.,
.'(. . ! r‘ V.
,.) . Talke charge of it when I am gone.
f-oN
f
8 .
ﬂ;’ ‘!%/ ¢
w "':f PRIYAMYADA AND ANASUYA. < )
N ! ."\ }';_
-x») eIy [Lursting tnto tears. i, % -
1§ 1& j - - g . -/ /!
.,? 1 And to whose charge do you leave us, dearest > Who will N
- yui) " ? ;
A Y . RS /] 2
B\ o\ care for us when you are gone? = (E,
(3 I wf, “',' '
KANWA. :.' {i: ]
L I &
For shame, Anasiya ! dry your tears. Is this the way to ¥
. - : 4
At 5. -~
' cheer your friend at a time when she needs your support and
- - .3‘
¢ consolation ? " Al move on.
€ ,




SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RINCG. [ACT 1V

SAKOONTALA.

My father, see you there my pet deer, grazing closc to the

hermitage > She expeets soon to fawn, and even now the
weight of the little one she carries hinders her movements.
Do not forget to send me word when she becomes a mother,
KANWA.
I will not forget 1t.

QAI\‘UH.\‘T.\LL

[ Leeling herself drawn back.

.~

What can this be, fastened to my dress : [ Lurns rownd,

KANWA.
My daughter,

[t is the little tuwn, thy foster-child.
Poor helpless orphan! it remembers well
How with a mother's tenderness and love
Thou did’st protect it, and with grains of rice
From thine own hand did’st daily nourish it ;
And, ever und anon, when some sharp thorn
Had pierced its mouth, how gently thou did’st tend
The bleeding wound, and pour in healing halu.
The grateful nursling clings to its protectress,

Mutely imploring leave to follow her.
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AcT 1v.] SAKOONTALA ; OR, THE LOST RING.

SAKOONTALS.

My poor little fawn, dost thou ask to follow an unhappy

wretch who hesitates not to desert her companions? When
thy mother died, soon after thy birth, I supplied her place,
and reared thee with my own hand; and now that thy second
mother is about to leave thee, who will care for thee> My
futher, be thou a mother to her. My child, go back, and be

H | (1&111g]1[0[‘ to my father. ;—_lfr.‘{'c.ﬂ' a1ty weEpny.

KANWA.
Weep not, my daughter, check the gathering tear
That lurks beneath thine eyelid, ere it flow
And weaken thy resolve; be firm and true—
True to thyself and me; the path of life
Will lead o'er hill and plain, o'er rough and smooth
And all must feel the steepness of the way ;

Though rugged he thy course, press boldly on.

SARNGARAVA,
Venerable sire! the saered precept is—‘ Accompany thy
friend as far as the margin of the first stream.” Here thew.
we are arrived at the border of a lake. It is time for you to

gIve us your final instruetions and return.




SAKOONTALK; OR, THE LOST RING,  [acriv, )

i 8

KANWA. 'i k n

: - A

i Be it so; let us tarry for @ moment under the shade of this - (=
-5 ’ -]

‘.r .;.’_ A : o - ,.; " ‘, ) f \ _‘
84 & Nu-T1ee, LI il o 80, ) fi
o B i 48
f‘é‘; KANWA. _.-f.s'm"r'. | ’.F"- D 5
+ I must think of some appropriate message to send to his ,:"-1. "
N _ ! \W ’

majesty King Dushyanta. [ Reficets. N

".cll 3 ]

SAKOONTALA. [ Asede to ANASUYA. N

L) » - = ﬁ r}

Sew, see, dear Anasiyd, the poor female Chakravika-hird,™ * X &

' . . . “( ) B

whom cruel fate dooms to nightly separvation from her mate, 33

R '

' calls to him in mowrnful notes from the other side of the ¢ A&
R (-

‘ streans, though he is only hidden from her view by the _i’f"_.\
: ./ 4
spreading leaves of the water-lily.  Her ery is so piteous that |

: . ﬁr.' i |

= I could almost fancy she was lamenting her hard lot in ~ &

) b B o+ N
0% | 3 e ~lr |

- mtelligible words. ‘ .ﬁ. (n

r 10 \ 3

ANASUYA. ISy

g ne \L\ y

Suy not so, dearest. 1B
Foud bird ! though sorrow lengthen out her night ; (g 48

) i ST A v ) B .,,\' e

OF widowhood, yet with a cry of joy 1 N |
She hails the morning light that brings her mate ! IS N\

| g AR

Back to her side.  The agony of parting ...,_

0 3

Would wound us like a sword, but that its edge

Is blunted by the hope of future meeting,
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KANWA,

- . A o
Sirngarava, when you have introduced Sakoontali into ‘.‘,{-
. . . g )
the presence of the King, you must give him this message N
VS
from me. A, 2
_'Ir-'.“ bow
' -
SARNGARAVA, L uF g
-\:( ‘.
Let me hear it, venerable father. R
-l-f“ |’A
it
[ .
% k. 2
KANWA. O I
L b >

This 1s 1t— i

w ; ; . ) 'K b~
Most puissant prince ! we here present hefore thee 7 4
One thou art bound to cherish and receive oy
B -
As thine own wife ; vea, even to enthrone I = 3
ine aw - of , | L
As thine own queen—worthy of equal love Non N
ke L L ‘. gy =1
(o . . i | B /I
With thine imperial consorts. So much, Sire. 1. 4
! P -
We claim of thee as justice due to us, {,@‘
27 Y
(= ' i
N S . S I s e b 7
[n virtue of our holy character 7 {8
In virtue of thine honourable rank— ('@ P
) 1 i
In virtue of the pure spontaneous love o
: ;.'(;\ e

That seeretly grew up "twixt thee and her, i It

Without consent or privity of us

We ask no more—the rest we freely leave

To thy just feeling and to destiny.
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SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING [ACT 1v,

SARNGARAVA.
A most suitable message. 1 will tuke care to deliver it
i r:l'l‘t_-L'l]}'.

KANWA,

And now, my child, a few words of advice for thee. We
hermits, though we live secluded from the world, are not

1ignorant of worldly matters.

SARNGARAVA,
No, indeed. Wise men are conversant with all subjects.

HANWA.

Listen, then, my daughter.  When thou reachest thy
hushand's palace, and art admitted into his family,

Honour thy betters; ever be respectful

To those above thee ; and, should others share
Thy husband’s love, ne'er yield thyself a prey
To jealousy; but ever be a friend,

A loving friend, to these who rival thee
In his affections. Should thy wedded lord
Treat thee with harshness, thou must never be
Harsh in return, but patient and submissive.
Be to thy menials courteous, and to all

Placed under thee, considerate and kind :
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SAKOONTALA.

ACT 1V,

Loy AN I HAE '._1‘!

AN
WA RN . "
T e Ty v ¥ Y ¥ YT Y

L) o

HKANWA.

Come, my beloved child, one parting

embrace for me and for thy companions,

and then we leave thee,
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Be never self-induleent, but avoid
Execess in pleasure ; and, when fortune smiles,

Be not putfed up.  Thus to thy hushand’s house

‘@ Wilt thou a blessing prove, and not a cnrse,

What thinks Gautami of this advice =

GAUTAMT.

An excellent compendium, truly, of every wife's duties!
Lay it well to heart, my daughter.
KANWA.

Come, my beloved child, one parting embrace for me and

for thy companions, and then we leave thec.

SAKOONTALA,

: 5.@ My father, must Priyvamvadid and Anasiyi really return
\3

with you: They are very dear to me.
KANWA,.

Yes, my child ; they, too, in good time, will be given in
marviage to suitable husbands. Tt would not be proper for
them to accompany thee to such a public place.  But Gautami
shall be thy companion.

SAKOONTAT.A. [ Enihracing him.

temoved from thy bosom, my beloved father, like a young

—
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SAKOONTALA ; OR, THE LOST RING, [act v,

tendril of the sandal-tree torn from its home in the western

mountains, ™ how shall I be able to support life in a foreign :
soil ? |t -
KANWA. 1 /
Duughter, thy fears are groundless :
Soon shall thy lord prefer thee to the rank
OF his own consort; and unnumbered cares
Befitting his imperial dignity
Shall constantly engross thee. Then the bliss
OF bearing him a son—a noble boy,
Bright as the day-star, shall transport thy soul
With new delights, and little shalt thou reck
Of the light sorrow that afflicts thee now
At parting from thy father and thy friends.

[SAKOONTALA throws Lerself at her foster-father’s feel.

KANWA.

Blessings on thee, my child!  May all my hopes of thee be '\’{3.)
realized ! , |

SAKOONTALA.
Udpproacking her frieuds.

Come, my two loved companions, embrace me hoth of you

together.




woriv]  SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING.

PRIYAMYAD U AND ANASOYS,
[ Embracing her.

Dear Sakoontald, remember, it the King should by any

chanee be slow in recognizing you, you have only to show

him this ring, on which Lis own name is engraved.

SAKOONTALA.

The bare thought of it puts me in a tremor.

PRIYAMVADA AND ANASUYA.
There 1s no real cause for fear, dearest. Excessive affection

15 foo apt to snspeet evil where none exists.

SARNGARAVA.
Come, lady, we must hasten on.  The sun is rising in the
heayens.
SAKOONTALA.,
[ Looking towards Lhe hiermitage,
Dear father, when shall T ever see this hallowed grove
qeain
KANWA.
[ will tell thee ; listen.
When thou hast passed a long and blisstul lite
As King Dushyanta’s queen, and jointly shared

With all the carth his ever-watchful care ;
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And hast beheld thine own heroie son,

Matehless in arms, united to a spouse

§ ‘&

N
PR
Yoip)

In happy wedlock; when his aged sire,

Thy fuithful husband, hath to him resigned
The helm of state ; then, weary of the world
Together with Dushyanta thou shalt seck
The calm seclusion of thy former home : 7
There amid holy scenes to be at peace,

Till thy pure spirit gain its last release.

GAUTAMI,

Come, my child, the favourable time for our journey is fist

Venerable Sire, be thou

passing. Let thy father return.

the first to move homewards, or these last words will never

ol r] .
HANWA,

Daughter, detain me no longer. My religious duties must

not be mterrupted.
SAKOONTALA,
[«Ayain embracing her foster-falher.
Beloved father, thy frame is much enfeebled by penitential

exercises. Do not, ohi! do not, allow thyself to sorrow too

much on my account.
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ACT IV.] .,\.'.-U{{'H'JN'J'AI,;:\; OR, THE LOST RING. Pty

RANWA, [Sighing.

How, O my child, shall my bereavéd heart
Forget its bitterness, when, day by day,
Full in my sight shall grow the tender plants
Rearved by thy care, or sprung from hallowed grain
Which thy Joved hands have strewn around the door—
A frequent offering to our houschold gods * 7

Go, my daughter, und may thy journey be prosperous.

[ Erxlt SAROONTALA twith her escort,

PRIVAMVADL AND ANASUYA.

[f;'rf::'ny after SAKOONTALA.

Alas ! alas! she 1s gone, and now the trees hide our darling

from our view.

KANWA. [Sighing.
Well, Anasiaya, vour sister has departed. Moderate your
back to the

gricf, both of you, and follow me. T go

hermitage.

PRIYAMVADA AND ANASUYA.

Holy father, the sacred grove will be a desert without

Siakoontala. How can we ever return to it ?




SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING, [acT 1v,

KANWA.

[t iy natural enough that your affection should make you

. S A A . R oL
view 1t 1 this light. [ Walking pensively on.] Ax for me, 1 am % ;:5
D e
quite surprised at myselt.  Now that I have fairly dismissed :l.'. y)'S
s ; : it 1 BT
Lier to her hushand’s house, my mind is easy : for indeed, s R
e
A dunghter is o loun—a precious jewel .'.E
' /'"
Lent to a parent 1ll her husband claim her. G (-
. . % )0
And now that to her rightful lovd and muster Wl
PR 7
5 N
I have delivered her, my burdened soul _' B
-~ &8

Is lightened, and I seem to hreathe more freely.

_Laennt.
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ACT V.

e
-

+

NSCENE.~—A Room in the Pulace.

—; - r;\ :_"

The King Dusavasta and the Jester MATHAVY A @/

discovered seated.

M .'\'_ru.\ VYA. [ Listening. 2B P
) 7

Hark | my dear friend, listen a minute, and you will hear
sweet sounds proceeding from the music-room, Some one i
singing a charming air.  Who can it beZ Oh ! I know. The
queen Hansapadika is practising her notes, that she may
oreet you with a new song.

KING.

Hush! Let me listen.

A YOICE SINGS BEHIND THE SCENES.
How often hither did’st thou rove,
Sweet bee, to kiss the mango’s cheek ;

Oh ! leave not, then, thy early love,

The lily's honeyed lip to seek.



SAKOONTALA . OR. THE LOST RING,
KING.

A most impassioned strain, truly!

MATHAVYA.

Do you understand the meaning of the words *

KING. [n\.J.'H-[;n'-.’.

She means to reprove me, becanse I once pard her grea
attention, and have lately descrted her for the queen Vasumati
Ga, my dear fellow, and tell Hansapadikd from me that I take

her delicate reproot’ as it 1s intended.

.\r\'@n;\\'\ \.

Very well.  [Rising from his seas.]  But stay——T don’t much
relish being sent to bear the brunt of her jealousy.  The
chances are that she will have me seized by the hair of the
head and beaten to a Jelly. I would as soon expose myself,
alter a vow of celibacy, to the sednetions of lovely nymph,

a2 encounter the fury of a jealous woman.

KING.
Go, go; you can disarm her wrath by a civil speech ; but

give her my message.

MATHAVYA.

What must be must be, T suppose.
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PR

‘.
-~ Ny - e
A KING. Aside,
\@‘-‘ 1 ‘ u 2] - f . .IJ 3
N Strange! that song has filled me with a most peculiar 7/ {8
- oe |
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.\ sensation. A melancholy feeling has come over me, and 1 (fff /
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\@ seem to yearn after some long-forgotten ohject of affection. A
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Singular, indeed ! but
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. & Not seldom in our happy hours of case, e |
\ & -- | Y
Y .o When thought is still, the sight of some tuir form, ‘( k

R M 1 ‘w’ .
" Or mournful fall of music breathing low, J';\ /

Will stir strange fanecies, thrilling all the soul
With a mysterious sadness, and a scense

Of vague yet earnest longing,  Can it be
That the dim memory of events long past,

Or friendships formed in other states of being, ™

Flits like n passing shadow o'er the spirit?

"Remains pensive and said, (G j
L '
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FEnter the CHAMBERLAIN.™ He

LQ B,

CHAMBERLAIN. Y O

2

Alas! to what an advanced period of life have | 17 8

nttmimed !

[ven this wand betrays the lapse of years;

In youthful days 'twas but a useless hadge




And symbol of my office ; now it serves
As a support to prop my tottering steps.

Ahme! I feel very unwilling to announce to the King
that w deputation of young hermits from the sage Kanwa has
arrived, and craves an immediate audience. Certainly, his
majesty onght not to neglect a matter of sacred duty, et
[ hardly like to trouble him when he has just risen from
the judgment-seat.  Well, well; a monarch's business is to
sustain the world, and he must not expect much repose
beeause—

Onward, for ever onward, in his car

The unwearied Sun pursues his daily course,
Nor tarries to unyoke his glittering steeds.
And ever moving speeds the rushing Wind
Through boundless space, filling the universe
With his life-giving breezes. Day and night,
The King of Serpents on his thousand heads
Upholds the ineumbent carth ; and even so,

Unceasing toil is aye the lot of kings,

Who, in return, draw nurture from their subjects.

[ will therefore deliver my Message. [ Walking on and lovking

wbout.] Al here comes the King : —




SAKOONTALA ; OR, THE TLOST RING.

His subjects are his childven; through the day,

Like a fond father, to supply their wants,

[ncessantly he labours: wearied now,

The monarch secks seclusion and repose -

E'en as the prince of clephants defies

‘The sun’s fierce heat, and leads the fuinting herd

To verdant pastures, ere his wayworn limbs

He yiclds to rest beneath the cooling shade.
CApproaching.]  Vietory to the King! So please your
majesty, some hermits who live in a forest near the Snowy
Mountains have arrived here, bringing certain women with
them,  They have a nessage to deliver from the sage
Kanwa, and desire an audience. T await your majesty's

commande.

KING. [ Respectfdly

A message from the sage Kanwa, did you say :
CHAMBERLATN.
Even so, my liege.
KING.
Tell my domestie ]rl'iL'.‘i.I Somarata to receive the hermits

with due honour, according to the prescribed form. He may




-‘ﬁ'-.\l{f.lli.\"l'.\l..\“, OR, THE LOST RING, [act A

then himselt” mtroduce them into my presence. 1 will
awalt them 1 a place suitable for the reception of sncl
hu]_\ eSS,

UHAMBERLAIN,

Y owr mgesty’s commands shall be obeyed.

KING,

[f;'.".\rvu‘r_,* i {Htrh"f'r‘\-w.wj,f Liee W ARDER.
Vetvavat, lead the way to the chamber of the conseeraticd

fire,

WAKDEL.
J }|i~ \\.I:.'_ _wi:'t',
KING.
[_”’m'f.'t'ﬂj.f vity teille the ais uf wne Gppressed G
e cares af qurerninent
l’mplq- e gt.-lu_-l'ull}' contented and h“l’l‘)‘ when 1|n-_\ by
gidned  their desives; but kings have no sooner attained th
olject of their aspirations than all their troubles hegi.

"Ts a fond thought that to attain the end
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And Ilil\]l‘i_‘[ of ambition is to rest
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Stccess doth only mitigate the feyer

OF unxious expectation; soon the fear
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SAKOONTALA: OR, THE LOST RING.

Of losing what we have, the constant care

Of guarding 1it, doth weary. Ceaseless toil
Must be the lot of him who with his hunds
Supports the canopy that shields his subjects.
TWO HERALDS, © [ Behind the sienes
May the King be yictorious !
FIRST HERALD.

Honour to him who lubours day by day

For the world’s weal, forgetful of his own.
Like some tall tree that with its stately he
ICndures the solar bheam, while underneath

[t yvields refreshing shelter to the weary.,

SECONT HERALD.

Let but the monarch wield his threatening

And ¢’en the guilty tremble ; at las voice

The rebel spirit cowers; his grateful subjects
Acknowledge him their guardian ; rich and poor

Hatl him a faithful friend, a loving kinsman.

IING

Weary as L was belore, this complimentury address has

relveshed me. [ Walk

& Ll




WARDER.

Here 1s the terrace of the hallowed fire-chamber, and
vonder stands the cow that vields the milk for the oblations.
The sacred enclosure has been recently purified, and looks

clean and beaatiful.  Ascend, sire.

KING.
[ Leans on the showlders of his atlendants, anid ascends.
Vetravatf, what can possibly be the messaoe that the
venerable Kanwa has sent me by these hermits >—

Perchance their sicred rites have been disturbed

By demons, or some evil has befallen

The inmocent herds, their favourites, that CTAZe
Within the precinets of the hermitage ;

Or haply, through my sins, some withering blight
s nipped the creeping plants that spread their arms
Around the hallowed grove.  Such troubled thoughts

Crowd through my mind, and fill me with MISZIVIng.

WARDER.

It you ask my opinion, Sire, I think the hermits merely

wish o take an opportunity of testifying their loyalty, and

are therefore come to offer homace to your mijesty,
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Lnter the Hewsrrs, leading SakooNTaLs, attended by Gavravi ;
and, tn advance of them, the CaarnuirrLarN and the Dosestic

Prigsr.

CHAMBERLALN.

This way, reverend sirs, this way.

SARNGARAVA,
() f;:'u'r_ltl\\‘ulu,
"I'is true the monarch lacks no royal graee,
Nor ever swerves from justice; true, his people,
Yea such as in life’s humblest walks are found.,

Refrain from evil courses; still to me,

-
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A lonely hermit reared in solitude,
This throng appears bewildering, and methinks

[ look upon a burning house, whose inmates
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Are running fo and fro in wild dismay.

s

E3

SARADWATA.

-
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[t is natural that the first sight of the King's capital

N

should affect you in this manner; my own sensations ure
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very similar.
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As one just bathed beholds the man polluted ;

f
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As one late purified, the yet impure:
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As one awake looks on the yet unwakened ;
Or as the freeman gazes on the thrall,

So I regard thiz crowd of pleasure-seekers.

» ’,
SAKOONTALA.
[ Feeling a quivering sensalion in her vight ewe-lid, *
il \J!\‘jlrf'!‘l‘)?l}' a bl o,

Alas | what means this throbbing of my vight eye-lid :

GATTAMI,

Hewven avert the evil omen, my child ! May the guavdian
derties of thy hushand’s family convert it into a sign of oool
fartune ! [ Wlhs o,

IRTEST . [Hdunmgrnxh KN,

Most reverend sirs, there stands the protector of the four
classes of the people; the guardian of the four orders of the
priesthood. * He has just left the judgment-seat, and is
waiting for you.  Behold him !

SANNGARAVA,

Great Brihman, we are happy in thinking that the King’
power i exerted for the profection of all classes of lis
subjects.  We have not come as petitioners—we have the

fullest confidence in the generogity of his nature.

B B . DA,
= k‘-"-’r -A““\ [ 05 .",-'\‘\__."' b > -' ‘-q: .




SAKOONTALA ; OR, THE LOST RING.

The loftiest trees bend humbly to the ground
Beneath the teeming burden of their fruit ;

High in the vernal sky the pregnant clonds

Suspend their stately course, and hanging low,
Scatter their sparkling treasures o’er the eurth :
And such is true benevolence ; the good

Are never rendered arrogant by riches.

WARDELR.
So please your majesty, I judge from the placid countenance

of the hermits that they have no alarming message to deliver.

:Kr;frf.'!'f.r_rf Al SAKOONTATA

é | jut the lady there—

Who can she he, whose form of matchless grace
Is half’ concealed beneath her Howing veil ?
Among the sombre hermits she appears

Like a fresh bud 'mid sear and yellow leaves.

WARDER.
So please your majesty, my euriosity 1s also roused, but no
conjecture occurs to my mind.  This at least is certain, that

she deserves to be looked aft more L'lusul_\‘.
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SAKOONTALA ; OR, THE LOST RING. [ACT v,

KING.
True ; but it is not right to gaze at another man’s wife, '
SAKOONTALA.

[ Placing her hand an her bosom. A sids.

48

——

VAT NN SR
age” TRA e P

O my heart, why this throbbing >  Remember thy lovd's

~

affection, and take courage.

o
b ¥4

"

L

PRIEST. .[z;{‘vaurm‘rr‘

-
&p -+

-

These holy men have been received with all due honour.

d‘ﬁi‘l{y.\’ &l

V-

One of them has now a message to deliver from his spiritual

-

superior.  Will your majesty deign to hear it

e
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L
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KING.

W' ;|
&)

=,

4 3

[ am all attention.

HERMITS. [ Extending thetr hands.

Victory to the King !

KING.

Aceept my respectful greeting.

HERMITS.

May the desires of your soul he accomplished !

KING.
[ trust no one is molesting you in the prosecution of vour

religions rites.
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HERMITS.

Victory to the King!
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SAKOONTALA ; OR, THE LOST RING.

HERMITS.
Who dares disturb our penitential rites
When thou art our protector®  Can the night
Prevail to cast her shadows o'¢r the carth
While the sun’s beams irradiate the sky ?
KING.
Such, indeed, is the very meaning of my title—* Definder
of the Just.” I trust the venerable Kanwa is in good heulth.

The world 1s inferested in his well-being.

HERMITS.

[Toly men have health and prosperity in their own power.
Ie bade us greet your majesty, and, after kind inguiries,
deliver this message.

KING,

Let me hear his commands.

SARNGAKAVA,

He bade us say that he feels happy in giving his sanction
to the marriage which your Majesty contracted with this lady,
his danghter, praivately and by mutual agreement.  Because

By us thou art esteemed the most illustrions
Of noble hushands; and Sakoontald

Virtue herselt in hwman form revealed.




Great Brahma hath i equal yoke united -" |)\.
A bride unto a husband worthy of her:— o _. r"f
Henceforth let none make blasphemous complaint @\
That he is pleased with ill-assorted unions. ™ N
Since, therefore, she expeets soon to be the mother of thy f';ﬁ;\
child, receive her into thy palace, that she may perform, in {':_1’ § q
conjunction with thee, the ceremonies preseribed by religion "“{.

. A
on sieh an oecasion. ‘Q /

GATTAMI. b -’\ i
So pleuse your majesty, I would add a few words: but ! ‘q

, : 1 : -
wly should I intrude my sentiments when an opportunity of [ O

L . K | _lu"’ /
speaking my mind has never been allowed me * |
. ; ; 9 /M

She took no counsel with her kindred ; thou , (.

] Lt \

r y . - LY s »
Didst not confer with thine, but all alone I T

| ‘
Didst solemnize thy nuptials with thy wite. | 2 ("’-‘

: . N
Together, then, hold converse ; let us leave you. N -

i RO

o5 -

SAKOONTATLA. \

" Aside. ,@ o
R -

Abl how I tremble for my lord’s reply.

“sils Pl ¢

KING, -

\\'l at stranee . ] ~1 - f‘ '\
1t strange proposal is this @ 4
B\

SAKDONTA l,,; : '_;f«-f'u’{ ;

His words are fire to me.
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SAKOONTALA: OR, THE LOST RING.

SARNGARAVA.

What do I hear> Dost thou, then, hesitate 7 Monarch.
thou art well acquainted with the ways of the world, and
knowest that

A wile, however virtuous and discreet,

[f she live separate from her wedded lord,
Though under shelter of her parent's roof,
Is mark for vile sngpicion. Let her dwell
Beside her husband, though he hold her not

In his affeetion.  So her kinsmen will it.

KING.

Do you really mean to assert that I ever married this lady

SAKOONTALA. [ Despondingly. Aside.

O my heart, thy worst misgivings are confirmed.

SARNGARAVA.
Is it becoming in & monarch to depart from the rules of

Justice, because he repents of his engagements ?

KING,
[ cannot answer a question which is based on # mere

tabrication.




SAKOONTALA ; OR, THE LOST RING, [act v,

SARNGARAVA.

Such inconstancy 1s fortunately not common, cxcepting in

men intoxicated by power.
KING.
[+ that remark aimed at me 7
GATTAMI.

Be not ashamed, my daughter.  Let me remove thy veil

tor a little space.  Thy husband will then recognize thee.
[ Remores her veil.

KING.

[r;“;,’”” af SAKOONTALA.  Asidy

What charms are here revealed before mine eyes !
Truly no blemish mars the symmetry
Of that fair form ; yet can I ne'er believe
She 1s my wedded wife; and like a bee
That cireles round the flower whose nectared cup
Teems with the dew of morning, T must pause
Kre eagerly I taste the proffered sweetness.
[ Ltemains wrapped in thought.
WARDER.
How admirably does our royal master’s behaviour prove his

regard for justice! Who else would hesitate for a moment




Act v, SAKOONTALA’; OR, THE LOST RING.

when good fortune offered for his acceptance a form of <uch
are beauty -
SARNGARAVA.

Great King, why art thou silent :

KING.

Holy men, I have revolved the matter in my mind: but
the more T think of it, the less able am I to recolleet that L
ever contracted an alliance with this lady. What answer.
then, can I possibly give you when I do not believe myself
to be her husband, and I plainly see that she is soon 1o

become a ‘l]l()l]]t‘]' 2

SAKOONTATA. [-vf.w'rfe_

Woe! woe! Ts our very marriage to be called in question

by my own husband? Ah me! is this to be the end of all

my hright visions of wedded happiness 7

SYRNGARAVA.
Beware !
Beware how thou insult the holy Sage !
Remember how he generously allowed
Thy secret union with his foster-child :

And how. when thou didst rob him of his treasure,




SAKOONTALA : OR, THE LOST RING.

He sought to furnish thee excnse, when rather
He should have cursed thee for a ravisher.

SARADWATA,

Narngarava, speak to him no more. Sakoontald, our

part is performed; we have said all we had to say, and
the King has replied i the manner thou hast heard. [t
i« now thy turn to give him convineing evidence of thy
T'.l:il‘l'i.'l:_,’u'.
SAKOONTALA. | Aside.
Since his feeling towards me has undergone a complete
revolution, what will it avail to revive old reeollections®
One thing 1s clear—I shall soon have to mourn my own
widowhood.  [Alowt.] My revered husband—— [ Stops
gt But no—I dare not address thee by this title, since
thou hast refused to acknowledge our union. Noble de-
scendant of Purn! Tt is not worthy of thee to betray uan
mnocent-minded girl, and disown her in such terms, after
having so lately and so solemnly plighted thy vows to hLer
m the hermitage.
KING, Stopping Mis cars.
[ will hear no more. Be such a crime far from iy

thoughts !




SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING,

What evil spirit can possess thee, lady,
That thou dost seek to sully my good name
By base agpersions ? like a swollen torrent,
That, leaping from its narrow bed, o’erthrows
The tree npon its bank, and strives to blend
[ts turbid waters with the crystal stream :
SAKOONTALA
[, then, thou really belieyest me to be the wife of another,
and thy present conduct proceeds from some cloud that oh-
scnres thy recollection, 1will easily convince thee by this token.
KING,
An excellont idea !
SAKOONTALA. Foading for the ving.
\las ! alas! woe 1s me!  There 1s no ring on my finger !
[ Lovks with anguish at GAUTAM L.
GAUTAMI.

The ring must have slipped off when thou wast in the act

of offering homage to the holy water of Sachi’s sacred pool,

near Sakravatara.?
KING, i-_\'ms?frw
People may well talk of the readiness of woman's invention.

Here 1s an instance of it.




SAKOONTALA: O, THE LOST RING,

."-',\Hf}ll:\"l'.\l..';.
Say, rather, of the omnipatence of fate. I will mention

another cireumstanee, which nuy yet convinee thee.

KING.

By all means let me hear it at once.

.:-GKKIIHNT.‘.I.‘;.
One day, while we were seated in a jasmine bower, thou
didst ponr into the hollow of thine hand some water,
sprinkled by a recent shower in the cup of a lofus-

1:L'l~'-f-:lﬂll--—

I am listening ; proceed.

SAKOONTATA,

At that instant, my adopted child, the little fawn. witl:
woft, long cyes, came ronning towards us. Upon which,
before tasting the water thyself, thou didst kindly offer
some to the httle creature, saying fondly—¢ Drink first,
gentle fawn.”  But she could not be induced to drink from

the hand of a stranger; though immediately afterwards, when

[ took the water in my own hand, she drank with perfect

confidence.  Then, with a smile, thou didst say—* Every




AUT V.| SAKOONTALA ; OR, THE LOST RING,

creature confides naturally in i1ts own kind. You are both
inhabitants of the same forest, and have learnt to trust cach
other.

KING.

Voluptuaries may allow themselves fo be seduced from the
path of duty by falsehoods such as these, expressed in honeyed
words.

GAUTAMI,
Speak not thus, illustrions Prince.  This lTady was brought

up in a hermitage, and has never learnt deceit.

KING.
Holy matron,
E’en in untutored brutes, the female sex
[s marked by inborn subtlety—much more
[n beings gifted with intelligence.
The wily Ko6il,™ ere towards the sky
She wings her sportive flight, commits her eges
To other nests, and artfully consigns

The rearing of her little ones to strangers.

SAKOONTALA. [Angrily.

Dishonourable man, thou judgest of others by thine owu
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evil heart. Thou, at least, art unrivalled in perfidy, and

standest alone—a base deceiver in the garb of virtue and
v . . . 1'” )\.f

veligion—like a deep pit whose yvawning mouth is concenled o

by smiling flowers. N -

H

)
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KING, [ dxide.

e

I

Her anger, at any rate, appears genuine., and makes i

T

-

almost doubt whether 1 am in the right.  For, indeed,
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When T had vainly scarched my memory,

™ %
, -

And so with stern severity denied

]

The fabled story ol our seeret loves,

Her brows, that met before in graceiul curves,

2= W

Like the arched weapon of the god of love,

A
1’/*:-\1.
w

wn

Seemed ]'J}‘ her frown dissevered ;. while the firc

E 7% 4}
¥

b
77}

OF sudden anger kindled in her eyes.

&

At ] My 2ood lady, Dushyanta's character is well lknown

all. T comprehend not your meanine,

X
o4

\_'/*’!)-
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s
e
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SAKOONTATA.

51

[
b
i

e,

Well do T deserve to be thought a harlot for having, in the

>,

mnnecence of my heart, and out of the confidence [ r‘f']l”-“f'-'i 111

Prince of Puru’s race, entrusted my honour to a man whose
mouth distils honey, while his heart is full of poison.

Coters hev face with her maitle. and Dursls (nta Feairs



SAKOONTALA: OR, THE LOST RING.

SARNGARAYVA.

Thus 1s it that burning remorse must ever follow rash

actions which might have been avoided, and for which one
has only one's-sclf to blame.

Not hastily should marriage be contracted,

And specially in seeret.  Many a time,

In hearts that know not cacl the other’'s fancies,

Fond love is changed into most bitter hate.

RING.

How now ! Do you give eredence to this womi

than to me, that von heap such accusations on me =

SARNGARAVA. Saycastically.
It ‘.\11|||1| b too :I]rﬁ.tll‘fl. l"'l‘T.{IiH]_\, You have heard the
proyerl
[Told in contempt the innocent words of thos
Who from their infancy have known no guil
But trust the treacherous counsels of the man
Who makes a very science of decelt
KING.
Most veracious Brahman, grant that you are in the right,

what end would be gained by betraying this lady :
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SARNGARAYA,

Ran.,

KING,

No one will believe that a Prinee of Puru’s race would

scek fo ruin others or himself,

SARADWATA.

This altercation is idle, Sirngarava. We have executed
the commission of our preceptor; come let us return.
[To the Kixe,

Sukoontald is certainly thy bride ;

Receive her or reject her, she is thine.

Do with her, King, according to thy pleasure—

The husband o’er the wife is absolute.
(o on before us, Gautami. [ They move away.

SAKOONTATA.

What! is it not cnough to have been betrayed by this
perfidious man®  Must you also forsake me, regardless of my

tears and lamentations * (Attempts to follow them.

GATTAMI. [Stopping.

My son Sarngarava, sce, Sakoontald is following us, and

with tears implores us not to leave her, Alas!

poor child,

o, . -r I'. —-"‘ \ -
| 3 ' & V) r‘/¥ F‘f1? ;
L/‘F-T\( :}r‘- y 1 ._f 7.-.-}_( f_ ,._ _t v i?' :
1 i ol . * 4 B

e —

S
~"
L=

Bl
7 e
o

9
=
—_—

i\

).
=

NS
= Tetz

L “'.““. .
N -
-
o

A
TE*

3 M
: S
ap

,E‘:
Ty

R *
pFans
X T

,'-.._.-

L'

-

5
(5
%

L
-
—.
k8



ACT v.] SAKOONTALY: OR, THE LOST RING.

what will she do here with a cruel hushand who casts her
from lim ;
SARNGAIAVA.
[ Turning angrily towards fier.

Wiltul woman, dost thou seck to he independent of thy

lord ? [SAROOUNTALA frembles with fear,

SARNGARAVA.
Sukoontala !
It thou art really what the King proclaims thee,
How can thy father ¢'er receive thee back
Into his house and home * but, if thy conscience
Be witness to thy purity of soul,
£ en should thy husband to a handmaid’s lot
(lonvlemn thee, thou mayst cheerfully endure it,
When ranked among the number of his household.
Thy duty, therefore, 1s to stay.  As for us, we must return
immediately.
KING.
Deceive not the lady, my good hermit, by any such
expectations.
The moon expands the lotus of the night,

The rising sun awakes the lily; each
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SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING. [acT v
Is with his own contented.  Even so
The virtuous man is master of his pussions,

And from another's wife averts his gaze. ™

SARNGARAYA.
Since thy union with another woman has rendered the
blivious of thy marriage with Sakoontald, whence this fear

ol losing thy character for constancy and virtuc

KING. [ X0 his Praesr,

You must counsel me, revered as to my cowrse of

wtion.  Which of the two evils involves the greater or less

STk

Whether by some dark veil my mind be clouded,
Or this designing woman speak untruly,

I know not. Tell me, must T rather be

The base disowner of my wedded wife,

Or the defiling and defiled adulterer :

PRIEST. LAfter deliberation.

You must take an intermediate course,

KINI.

What course, revered sir?  Tell me at once.
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PRIEST.

L will provide an asylum for the ludy in my own house
until the birth of her child; and my reason, if' vou usk e,
is this.  Soothsayers have predicted that your first-born will
have universal dominion.  Now, if the hermit’s daughter
bring forth a son with the discus or mark of cmpire in the
lines of his hand,* you must admit her immediately into
your royal apartments with great rejoicings; if not, then
determine fo send her back as soon as possible to fer
father.

KN,

I bow to the decision of my spiritual adviser,

PRIEST.
Dauehter, tollow me.

SAKOONTALA.

O dhivine earth, open and receive me into thy bosom !

[ Eeit SAROONTALA weeping, with the Pruiest and the

Hewwirs,  The KNG remains absorbed in il ony
af her, thowgh the curse still clouds his vecollection
L\ VOICE BEHIND THE SCENES.

A mivacle ! o miracle!
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KING. [ Listening.
What has happened now -
PRIEST.
[ Entering with an air of astonishment.
Great Prince, a stupendous prodigy has just occurred !
KING
What 18 it ?
PRIEST.
May it please your majesty, so soon as Kanwa's pupils had
depurted,
...\fukooutalﬁ, her eyes all bathed in tears,
With outstretched arms bewailed her cruel fate——
KING,
Well, well, what happened then :
PRIEST.
When suddenly a shining apparition,
In female shape, descended from the skics,
Near the nymphs pool, and bore her up to heaven.
L4l remain motionless with astonishment.
KING.
My good priest, from the very first I declined having

anything to do with this matter. It is now ull over, and we
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When suddenly a shinimg apparition,

[n female shape, descended from the skies

Near the nymph's pool, and bore her up to lieaven
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can never, by our conjectures, unravel the mystery; let it
rest ; go, seck repose.
I'RIEST. [ Lookg at the Kixe,
Be 1t so.  Vietory to the King ! [ Erit.
KING.
Vetravati, I am tired out; lead the way to the bed-
chamber,
WARDER.
This way, sire. [ Then move arwan.
KING,
Do what I wall, T cannot call to mind
That I did ¢’er espouse the sage's daughter
Therefore T have disowned her; yet "tis strange
How painfully my agitated heart
Bears witness to the truth of her assertion,

And makes me credit her against my judgment.

Exeunnt




PRELUDE TO ACT VI.
SCENE—A  Street.

Euter the King's brather-in-law as SUPERINTENDENT af the eity
palice ; and with him Two Coxstanres, dragging a Ppoor
Fisuernay, who has his hands tied belind his bacl.

BOTH TIHE CONSTATLES.
[Striking the prisoner.
Take that for a rascally thief that you are; and now fell

us, sirrah, where you found this ring—aye, the King's own

signet-ring.  See, here is the royal name engraved on the

setting of the jewel.
FISHERMAN. [ With a gesture of alurm.
Merey ! kind sivs, merey! T did not steal it ; indeed I did
not.
FIRST CONSTABLE.
Oh! then T suppose the King took you for some fine

Brihman, and made you a present of it >
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A el
FISHERMAN. ' ,_ |

Only hear me. T am but a poor fisherman, living af

Sakravatira - i /
[l 6 f %
SECOND CONSTARLE. —
; ey
Scoundrel, who ever asked you, pray, for a history of your .
hiiia ™ T -9
- birth and parentage - ,:&

SUPERINTENDENT.
[ T one of the CONSTABLES,
Stuchuka, let the fellow tell his own story from the begin-
nming. Don’t interrupt him.
BOTH CONSTABLES.
As you please, master.  Go on, then, sirrah, and say what
you've got to say.
FISHERMAN.
You see in me a poor man, who supports his family by
catehing fish with nets, hooks, and the like.
SUPERINTENDENT, [ﬂrﬂa_(;;i:'n.r;_

A most refined occupation, certainly !

FISHERMAN.
Blame me not for it, master.
The father's occupation, though despised

By others, casts no shame upon the son,
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And he should not forsake it.** Is the priest
Who kills the animal for sacrifice
Therefore deemed cruel > Sure a low-born man

May, though a fisherman, be tender-hearted.

SUPERINTENDENT.

Well, well ; go on with your story.

FISHERMAN.

One day I was cutting open a large carp™ I had Just
hooked, when the sparkle of a jewel caught my eye, and
what should I find in the fish's maw but that ring ! Soon
terwards, when I was offering it for sale, T was seized by
your honours. Now you know everything. Whether vou
kill me, or whether you let me go, this is the true account

of how the ring came into Iy pOossessioll.

SUPERINTENDENT.

[ Zo one of the CoNstaABLES

Well, Januka, the rascal emits such a fishy odour that [
have no doubt of his being « fisherman ; but we must
inquire a little more closely into this (ueer story about the
finding of the ring. Come, we'll take him before the King's

household.
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BOTH CONSTABLES,

Very good, master. Get on with you, you cutpurse. .
[ A move an . ;

Y #

NS

]

SUPERINTENDENT.

-
s

£

Now attend, Stchaka; keep you guard here at the waute:

~

-

and hark ye, sirrahs, take good care your prisoncr does not

Ry
X7

ety

s >
7N

escape, while I go in and lay the whole story of the discovery

- e

of this ring before the king in person. I will soon return

h ]
T

>

and let you know his commands.
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CONSTABLE.

(Go in, master, by all means; and may you find favour in

AT

the king's sight ! [ Zrit SUPERINTENDENT,

FIRST CONSTABLE. [After an interval.

>

1y
=~
-3
.

['suy, Jénuka, the Superintendent is a long time away.

SECOND CONSTABLE.

Vot

Aye, aye; kings are not to be got at so easily. Folks

'-"—l -

e

must bide the proper opportunity.

FIRST CONSTABLE.

vt
LN

Jinuka, my fingers itch to strike the first blow at this

‘

royal vietim here.  We must kill him with all the honours.

-

u,‘,_l_f\

you know. I long to begin binding the flowers round his

head. ™ [ Pretends to strike a blow ot the FISHERMAN.
i




FISHERMAN.

Your honour surely will not put an innocent man to u
cruel death.

SECOND CONSTABLE, [ Looling.

There's our Superintendent at last, T declare.  See he is

coming towards us with a paper in bis hand. We shall soon

know the king’s command ; so prepare, my fine fellow, either

to become food for the vultures, or to make acquaintance with
some hungry cur.
SUMERINTENDENT. [ Entering.

Ho, there, Suchaka! set the fisherman at liberty, T tell
you. His story about the ring is all correct.

SUCITAKA.
Oh ! very good, sir; as you please.
SECOND CONSTABLE.

The fellow had one foot in hell, and now here he is in the
land of the living. [ Releases him.
FISHERMAN.

[(Bowing to the SUPERINTENDENT,

Now, master, what think you of my way of getting a
livelihood *

SUPERINTENDENT.,

Here my good man, the king desived me to present you

- 1-_._‘ b s
% WL A5
. By N "1?4, Y

]
- P
£
‘/T‘v At
by - F

o) rh
. '
4
’ R -
e '\
4 i
Y

Sy



r/"'""l O N“‘"— { U"‘ﬁ.‘ 2

_n.,'\..AI- & \. — .

full value of the ring. [(Gives Lim the money.

FISHERMAN. [ Taling it and bowing.
His majesty does me too great hionour.
SUCHAKA.
You may well say so.  He might has well have taken you
from the gallows to seat you on his state elephant.
JANUKA.

Master, the king must value the ring very highly, or he
would never have sent such a sum of money to this ragamuffin.
SUPERTINTENDENT.

I don’t think he prizes it as a costly jewel so much as a
memorial of some person he tenderly loves. The moment i
wias shown fo him he became much agitated, though in

general he conceals his feelings.

SUCTTAKA.

Then you must have done a great service
JANUKA.
Yes, to this husband of a fish-wife.
[ Looks enviously at the FI1sHERMAN,
FISTHERMAN.

Here's half the money for you, my masters. It will serve
20
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with this purse. Tt contains a sum of money equal to the
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to purchase the flowers yvou spoke of, it not to bhuy me yvou
cood-will.
TANTUEKA,
Well, now, that’s just as it should be.
SUMERINTENDENT.

My good fisherman, vou arve an excellent fellow, and 1
hegin to feel quite a regard for you. Lot us seal our first
friendship over a glass of good liquor. Come along to the
next wine-shop and we'll drink your healtls.

34 B

iy all means.
[ Ereint.
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SepNE—1'Ne Garden f{!' the Paluree.
The nymph Saxvw VIL T8 seen descending tn a celestial car,

SANUMATI.

Behold me just arrived from attending in my proper turn
at the nymphs' pool, where 1 have left the other nymphs to
perform their ablutions, whilst T seek to ascertain, with my
own cyes, how it fares with King Dushyunta. My con-
nexion with the nymph Menukd has made her daughter
Sakoontald dearer to me than my own flesh and blood ; and
Menakd 1t was who charged me with this errand on her
daughter’s  hehalf. LLooking  rownd v all  directions.] How
is it that I see no preparations in the king's houschold for
celebrating  the  great vernal festival ™ 1 could easily
discover the reason by my divine faculty of meditation ; ™
but respeet must be shown to the wishes of my friend.  How

then shall I arrive at the truth? I know what I will do.

’ ? | - e y - - - s - - - - - o
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1 will become invisible, and place myself near those two

maidens who are tending the plants in the garden.
[Descends and takes her station.
FEnter a Matves, who stops in front of a mango-lree and gazes
at the blossom.  _Another NATDEN 15 seen belund her.
FIRST MATDEN.
Hail to thee, lovely harbinger of spring !
The varied radiance of thy opening flowers
s weleome to my sight. 1 bid thee hail,
Sweet mango, soul of this enchunting season.
SECOND MATDEN.
Parabhritika, what are you saying there to yourself :
FIRST MAIDEN.

Dear Madhukarikd, am I not named after the Koil 7™ ad

does not the Koil sing {or joy at the first appearance of the

mango-hlossom :

SECOND MAIDEN.

[Approaching hastily, with transport.

'

What ! 1s spring really come ?

-

- NP

LY

FLRST MAIDEN.

ty "\\“‘.

N

Yes, indeed, Madhukariki, and with it the season of joy

g

| g,
'.‘

love, and song.
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SANUMATI.
I' will make myself invisible and place myself \?
close by the side of those two maidens who are

tending the plants in the garden.
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SECOND MAIDEN

Let me lean upon you, dear, while I stand on tip-toe and
pluck a blossom ol the mango, that I may present 1t as an
offering to the god of love.

FERST MAIDEN.

Provided you let me have halt the reward which the go
will bestow in return.

SECOND MAIDEN,

To be sure you shall, and that without asking. Ave wi
not one in heart and soul, though divided in body I [Zewis o
e friend and plucks o mango-blossoii, | AL! hiere is a bud just
bursting into flower. It diffuses a delicious perfume, though
not yet IlHiT'l" t'.‘{pellldtll. [Joining her hands reverentially.

(iod of the how, who with spring’s choicest Howers
Dost point thy five unerring shafts ; * to thee
I dedicate this blossom ; let 1t serve
To barh thy truest arrow ; be its mark
Some vouthful heart that pines to be heloved.
[ Zhrows doin a mango=blosson
CHAMBERLATN.
[E’nh:.rf'ng i rr herried maiiner, g

ITold there, thoughtless woman,  What are you ubout.

odd T e
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breaking  off those mango-blossoms, when the king  has

torhidden the cclebration of the spring festival 2

BOTIL MATDENS. CAlramed.

Purdon us, kind sir, we have heavd nothing of it.

CHAMBERLAIN.

You have heard nothing of it Why all the vernal plunts
and shrubs, and the very birds that lodge in their branches,
<show more respect to the 1'\1'11;,;"5 order than you do.

Yon mango-blossoms, though long since expanded,
Gather no down upon their tender crests

The flower still lingers in the amaranth, ¥
bmprisoned in its bud ; the tuneful Koil,

Though winter's chilly dews be overpast,

Suspends the liquid volnme of his song

seavee uttered in his throut ; e'en Love, dismayed,

Restores the half-drawn arrow to his (uiver.

BOTH MAIDEXNS.

The mighty power of King Dushyanta is not to be disputed.

FIRST MAIDEN.
It is but 4 few days since Mitrivasu, the king's brother-

in-law, sent us to wail upon his majesty ; and, during the
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whole of onr sejourn here, we have been entrasted with the
charge of the royal pleasure-grounds.  We are therefor
strangers 1n tlis place, and heard nothing of the order till
vou informed us of 1t
CHAMBERLAIN,
Well then, now you know if, take care vou don’t continue

vour preparations.

BOTIL MAIDENS,
But tell us, kind sir, why has the king prohibited the usual

festivities 7 We are curious to hear, if we may.

SANTAAIT.
Men are naturally fond of festive enfertaimments.

must be some good reason for the prohibition.

CIHAMBERLATLN,
The whole affuir is now public; why should T not speak

of 1 5 1as 1101 "1[(' ;_;‘&):*f-:-lil_l abott l]lL' kiIlH".ﬂ 'l'l'jl'i'[‘-.tl]l of

Sakoontald reached your ears yet

BOTIHL MATDENS.
Oh yes, we heard the story from the king's brother-in-law,

as far, at least, as the discovery of the ring.
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CHAMBERLAIN.
I'hen there is little more to tell you. As soon as the king’s
memory was restored by the sight of his own ring, he

exeladmed, © Yes, it is all true. I remember now my secret

marriige with Sakoontali. When I repudiated her, T lad

lost my recollection.”  Ever sinee that moment, he has yielded
himself a prey to the bitterest remorse.
He loathes his former pleasures; he rejects
The daily homage of his ministers.
On his lone couch he tosses to and fro,
Courting repose in vain.  Whene'er he meets
The ladies of his palace, and would fain
Address them with politeness, Le confounds
Their names: or, culling them ?i:a]\m'mlul;],'
Is straightway silent and abashed with shame.
SANUMATI. [ Aside.
To me this aceonnt is delightful.
CHAMBERLAIN.
I short, the king is co completely out of Lis mind that the
festival has heen prohibited.
BOTIL MAIDENS,

Perfectly right.
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\ VOICE BEITIND THE SCENIES.

The King! the king ! This way, sire, this way.

CHAMBERLATN. [ Listening,

Oh! here comes his majesty in this diveetion.  Pass on,

maddens ; attend to your duties.

BOTH MAIDENS.

We will, sir.

Lonter Weng DvsuyaNta, dressed tn deep movrning, attended by

his JSester, MAtaavya, and preceded by NErieavar.

CHAMBERLAIN, [Gazing at the Kin,
Well, noble forms are certamnly pleasing, under all varieties
of outward circumstances.  The King's person is as charming
15 ever, notwithstanding his sorrow of mind.
Though but a single golden bracelet spans
i< wasted arm ; thoueh costly ornwments
Have given place to penitential weeds ;

Thongh oft-repeated sighs have blinched his lips,

Aud robbed them of their bloom . though slecpless care

And carking thoueht have dimmed his heaming eye ;
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Yet does his form, by its inherent lustre,
Dazzle the gaze; and, like a priccless gem
(Cfommitted to some cununing polisher,

Grow more ciffulgent by the loss ol substance.

SANUMATI.
| Aside.  Loakivg at the Kixe.
Now that I have seen him, I can well understand why
Sukoontald should pine after such a man, in spite of his

disdaintul rejection of her,

KING.
(Wl ldng stowly wp and down v deep thonght.
When fatal lethargy o’erwhelmed my soul,
My loved one strove to rouse me, but in vain :
And now when I would fain in slumber deep

Forget mysclf, full soon remorse doth wake me.

SANUMATI. [ Aside.

My poor Sukoontald’s sufferines are very similar.

MATHAVYA. [ Aside.
He 1s taken with another attack of this odions Sukoontala

tever.  How shall we ever cure him ;
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CHAMBERLAIN. [ Approaching.
Victory to the King! Great Prince, the royal pleasure-
grounds have been put in order.  Your mujesty can resort 1o

them for exercise and amusement whenever you think proper.

HING,

Vetravati, fell the worthy Pisuna, my prime minister, from

me, that [ am so exhansted by want of sleep that I cannot
:iit 011 'llll_- _illllglllt.'lli-SL-;ll lu-l.l;l_\'. lf' :111_\" case of i[ll]u}l‘l:tlll L
be ]_Jl‘[‘111:,';']|1. before the tribunal he moust 't;I\'L' it his bust

attention, and mdorm me of the cireumstances by letter.

YETHAYATL.

Your majesty’s commands shall be obeyed. [ Bwit,

KING, [ 20 the CaMBERLAIN,

And you, Vitdyana, may go about your own affairs.

CHAMDBERLALIN.
I will, Sire,
MATHAVYA,
Now that you have rid yourself of these troublesome
fellows, you can enjoy the delightful coolness of - you

pleasure-grounds without interruption.
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KING.

Ah! my dear friend, there is an old adage—* When
afliction has a mind to enter, she will find a creviee some-
where s and it is verified in me.

Searce 1s my sonl delivered from the cloud
That darkened its remembrance of the past,
When lo ! the heart-born deity of love

With yonder blossom of the mango barbs

His keenest shaft, and aims it at my breast.

MATHAVYA.
Well, then, wait a moment; T will soon demolish Muster
Kama's ® arrow with a cut of my canc.

[ Ratses his stick and striles off (e mrmj,h,-a’n'r;.smm_

KING. [.\'m J?.r".r.'_rlr_

That will do. T see very well the god of Love is not

matel for o Brihmen.  And now, my dear friend, where

shall I sit down, that T may enchant my sight by gazinge on

the twining plants, which seem to remind me of the graceful

-]1:.]|'- of my beloved *

MATHAVYA.

Do viot you remember you told your personal attendant.




ACT V1] SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING.

Chaturikd, you should pass the heat of the day in the jasmin
bower ; and commanded her to bring the likeness of vour
(ueen Sakoontald, sketched with vour own hand.
KING.
True. The sight of her picture will refresh my soul
Lead the way to the arbour,
VATITAVYA.
This way, sire.
CLoth move on, followed Ty S AN TMATL
MATIIAVY AL
Here we are at the jasmine-bower. Look, it has @ marbl
ceat, and seems to bid us weleome with its offerings of
delicions flowers.  You have only to enfer and sit down.
|_ Bath enter and seal Lhieinse TH s
SANUMATI, [ Asede.
[ will lean against these young jasmines. T can casily,
from behind them, glanee at my friend’'s picture, and will
then hasten to inform her of her husband's ardent affection.
[ Stands leaniig agatist the ercepers,
KINU.,

Oh! my dear friend, how vividly all the eircumstances

of my union with Sakoontuli present themselves to my
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[Ater yi.

recollection at this moment! But tell me now how it was

N3
that, between the time of my leaving her in the hermituge o
- ) . : %
wd my subsequent rejection of her, you never breathed her
name to me?>  True, you were not i'lj‘ my side when T dis- ‘ 'f' p ¥
_J";..&
owned her; but T had confided to you the story of my love I
I} W )
and you were aequainted with every particular.  Did if pilss _-“; \’
573
ont of your mind as it did out of mine: -\

MATTIAYY A
No, no; trust me for that. DBut, if vou remember, when
you had finished telling me about it, you added that I was
not to take the story 1n earnest, for that you were not really
m love with u country @irl, but were only jesting ; and T was
dull and  thick-headed enough to believe you.  But so fate

decreed, and there is no help for it

SANTMATI. [Aside.

]':Xill'll_\'.
KING, [After deep thownlit,
My dear friend, suseest some relief for my misery.
MATHAVYA,
Come, come, cheer up; why do you give way > Such

weakness is unworthy of you. Great men never surrender
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themselves to uncontrolled grief, Do not mountains veniai -3 Y
: & 2 2 VR
unshaken even in a gule of wind : Sl
!
A Vo
KING. Sl
How can I be otherwise than inconsolable, when T cull fo
. mind the agonised demeanonr of the dear one on the occasion
iy of my disowning her :
5 .
When ernelly T spurned her from my presence,
She fain had left me; but the voung recluse,
Stern as the Sage, and with authority
As from his saintly master, in a voice
That hrooked not eontradiction, bade her stay.
(B 1 Then throngh her pleading eves, bedimmed with tears, G AN
She cast on me one long reproachful look, _
. - . - - . - t..
Which like a poisoned shaft torments me still.
LY . v
¢ SANUMATI A sids A
Alas U such is the force of sclf-reproach following w rash
W .| action.  But his anguish only rejoices me.
¥y P
MATIAVYA.
An ulea has just struck me. T should not wonder if som 4
celestial being had carvied her off to heaven. )
£
oL
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KING,

Very hikely.

on a wife, the idol of her husband 7 It 1= saad that Menakid,

Who else would have dared to lay a finger {'

the nymph of heaven gave her birth.  The suspicion has

1
2 certainly erossed my mind that some ol her celestial com- [@ .
: : !
= . - i '
panions may have taken her to their own ahode. o
b,
: SANUMATI. [ Asid R
v - T
- . . - . - oA
His present recolleetion of every circumstance of her history |
- . 1
i ) N . ) . | 'C ".)
does not surprise me so much as his former forgetfulness, ‘ T
Y
i ; | ? by T92Y
MATHAVYA. | R -
LT, . " - r ; : ‘ -~ \‘!.
If that's the case, you will be certain to meet her hefore Jo A
E |. . .” 3
¢ lone. II @ A
R
J KING. S
b A P

Wiy * -

MATHAYYA. | I

W ! gt N J
No father and mother can endure to see a danghter suffering A -

the pain of separation from her husband.

KING,

Oh ! my dear Mdthavya,

Was it a dream 7 or did some magic dire,

Dulling my senses with a strange delusion,
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Olercome my spirit? or did destiny,
Jealous of my good actions, mar their fruit,
And rob me of their guerdan ® Tt is past,
Whate’er the spell that hound me.  Once again
Am I awnlke, hut only to behold
The precipice o’er which my hopes have fullen.
MATHVAYA.
Do not despair in this mamer.  Is not this very ring o
proof” that what has been lost may be unexpectedly found ®
KING. [i’:‘;r:."_a;f; at L PR,
Ah! this ring, too, has fallen from a station which it will
not cisily regain, and descrves all my sympathy.
0 gem, deserved the punishment we suffer,
And equal is the merit of our works,
' When such our common doom. Thou didst enjoy
The thrilling contact of those slender fingers,
1 tright as the dawn ; and now how changed thy lot !
| SANUMATI, [olaide,
' Had it found its way to the hand of any other person,
,1 then indeed its fate would have been deplorable.
2
|
-~ — — e ——————— —
N N P NP N S T R e R N R N
4 - " " “+ e v - -+ - - - ¢

==
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MATIAVYA.

Pray, how did the ring ever come upon her hand at all

"\N( :'I[.\'IE. :_'f\-n’f

[ mysell” am curious to know

KING.

You shall hear. When | was  leaving iy beloved
Sukoontald that I might retirn to my own capital, she
siid to me, with tears in her eves, * How long will it he
cre my loed send for me to his palace and make me his
quecn =

MATHAVY A,

Well, what was your reply

KING.

Then I oplaced the ring on her finger, und thus addressed

bicr
Repeat cach day one letter of the name
Engraven on this gem; ere thou hast reckoned
The tale of syllubles, my minister

Shall come to lead thee to thy husbhand’s patlicee.

But. hard-hearted man that 1 was, 1 forgot to fulfil my pro

mise, owine to the infatuation that took possession of
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SANTMATI. T Asidte
\' pleasant arrangement! Fate, however, ordained tha

the appointment should not be kept.

MATHAVYA.

But how did the ring contrive to puss into the stomach of

that carp which the fisherman caught and was cutting up :

KING.

It must have slipped from my Sakoontald’s hand, and
fallen into the stream of the Ganges, while she was offering
homage to the water of !‘E:u-llf's holy pool.

MATHAVY Y.

Very hilkely.

SANUMATI, [ Aside

Henee it happened, T suppose, that the king, always fearful

of committing the least injustice, came to doubt his marringe

with my poor Sakoontala. But why should affection o

strong as his stand in need of any token of recognition :
KING.
Let me now address a few words of reproot to this ring.

MATITAVYA. Sy

Mo is going stark mad, T verily believe.
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KING.
Hewr me, thon dull and undiscerning bauble !
For so it argues thee, that thon couldst leave
The slender fingers of her hand, to sink
Beneath the waters.  Yet what marvel is 1
That thou shouldst lack discernment 2 let me rather
Heap curses on myself, who, though endowed
With reason, yet rejected her 1 loved.
MATIAVY A, [ Awide.
And <o, I suppose, I must stand here to he devoured by

bunger, whilst he goes onin this sentimental stratn.
KING.
O forsuken one, unjustly hanished from my presence. take
pity on thy slave, whose heart is consumed by the fire of

reanorse, aid retum to my sight,

Lonter Cuaterigs hurriedly, with a« pecture tn her hand.

UHATURIKA .

Hoere 1= the l!lll'"ll“\ [I!ll'tl':lil.. LS!’H_}IE'.\ the ‘,'-r'rfm'r

MATITAVYA.

Excellent, my dear friend, excellent! The imitation of

nature 1s perfect, and the attitude of the ficures is really
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CHATURIKA.

Here is the Queen's portrait.
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- . 1
vCL Vo]
4

charming.  They stind out in such bold relief that the B

15 uite deceived,
. ’ [ 3 )
SANUMATI, [ Asisl ' @ ’
I‘-‘j ."'_
A most artistic performance! T admirve the king's <kill, I /-'“
. - , , _ i, (i
and could almost believe that Sakoontali herself was betore E@ b»
Bl e

T, et W
\.g' s |

KIXNG,

L own ’tis not amiss, though 1t pourtrays (2
-t b
But feebly her angelic loveliness. | /'”
. i pLES -
Aunght less than perteet is depicted falsely, %y
L LA P
v . oS ~ O
And fancy must supply the imperfeetion. .
§ ¥ I{...
SANUMATL. D A
A
A very just remark from a modest man, whose affection is . .
- /
. ‘g /. 5
exagecrated by the keenness of his remorse.
‘.. @
~ £
MATIAVYA, N
e . . R -
I'ell me,— L see three female figures drawn on the S -
1 L + . + - ,"L
canvas, and all of them beautiful ; which of the three 1= he R |
- by 3
: z, - R
miyesty, Silcoontala .C‘_’_ c\
, e
SANUMATI, [ Asaile., @ Ex
b

I he cannot distineuish her from the others, the stmpleton

might as well have no eyes in his hed.
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KING,

Wihich should you imagine to he intended for her *

i ’:.5
MATHANVY AL SRR
d * e J1 ] y B
P She who is leang, apparently o little tived, aeainst the | I
i L 1‘@.\ ’
stem of that mango-tree, the tender leaves of which alitter ol
X “ ? ‘\
with the water she has poured upon them.  Her arms are '-F_" /e
_;_‘.‘ =
¢ aracetully extended ; her face is somewhat Hushed with the P )
lieat ; and n few Howers have cscaped from her hair, which has Il '; ""\
[3 - Y/
. ’ i
become unfastened, and hangs in loose tresses about her neck. e
A - g , & 73
_ Ihat miust be the (ueen h;ll{mllll:lhl, and the l)T]H'['.\. i LGS ol <~»
5 = Py
stime, are her two attenduants. [ ‘£ e
5 " Dy
KING g M’ F’n
L * - 4 , r',
] | congratuliate you on vour discernment. Behold the proat "
A : R~
. of my passion S A
xJ ; R ()
B, My finger, burning with the glow of love, N '
Has left its unpress on the painted tablet D
While here and there, qlas! a senlding tear . ']‘.
: . . : . S -
Has fallen on the cheek and dimmed its brightness. S
¥ : { ) -
Chaturikd, the garden m the back-ground of the 1Ji<'l11!‘t' - B‘
1 o P )
1= U!l]_\' l]u‘l“'il?lllllr'rl. fn;, toteh th bhrush |}l:ll ] may ; o et .
fimsh 11.
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t.‘!l.\'l'l.'l:lf{.i.

Worthy Mathavyw, have the kindness to hold the pictur

until 1 return.

KING.

,\.:I_\'. [ will hold 1t In}ﬁf']!'. [ Tukes the picture

et Cparuiig s

KING.
My loved one came but lately to my presence
And offered me herself, but in my folly
I spurned the gift, and now [ fondly cling
To her mere imaee; even as a madman
Would pass the waters ol the gushing stream,

Andd thirst for ::il')' vapours of fhe desert.™

MATHAVY AL

[Le has been fool enough to forego the reality
semblance, the substance for the shadow. [t )

I pray, what else remains to be puinted.

SANUMATL.

'I..".\'r.'"
for the

Tell us,

[ .I‘irﬁ‘r .

He longs, no doubt, to delineate some fuvourite spot whert
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Yo shall hear-
[ wish to see the Mdling pourtrayed,
L= tranguil course by banks of sand impeded :
U pon the brink a puir of swans: b vond,
The hills adjucent to Himdlaya,™
Studded with deer; and, near the spreading shade
Of some laroe tree, where 'mid the hranchies hang
The hermits” vests of bark, a fender doc,

Rubbing 1ts downy forehead on the hom

Of o Black antelope, should he depicted.

MATHANYA. Al

Poolt! if T were he, T would fill up the vacant spaces with

Lot of grizzly-bearded old hermits.

KING,

My dear M;'Li_lm‘._\:l. there 1s still o part of R:I]innl”.‘l]‘.ll.-'

Iress whach 1 purposed to draw, but find I have omatted.

MATILAY Y A.

What 15 that 7
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SANTUMATI.
Something suitable I suppose, fo the simple attire of

voung and heautiful girl dwelling in a forest.

KENG.
A sweet Sirfsha blossom should be twined
Behind her car its perfumed erest depending
Towuards her cheek ; and, rvestine on her hosom,

A lotus-fibre necklacee, soft and hright

As an autumnal moon-beam, should he traced

MATIIAV YA

Pray, why does the Queen cover her lips with the tips of
her fingers, bright as the blossom of o 1ily, as if she wer
afraad  of -&HIl]['ll,ill.;.;._' '_!,rw,’;-};‘.‘; N v!m’r{u Oh! 1 o G |
vagabond bee, intent on thieving the honey of flowers, has
mistaken her mouth for a rosc-bud, and is trying to settle
patn i 15

KING

A hee! drive off the impudent insect, will you ?

MATHAVYA.
That's vour business.  Your royal prerogative gives you

POWCT OVET all ofenders,

.4‘
‘::.

-,

T8 e S0
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T, .~
KING.

1
i Viry true. Listen to me, thou fayourite guest of lowering 3 “
R\ : .
. - Nl A
/ plants: why give thyself the trouble of hovering here 2 i

See where thy partner sits on yonder flower, -

\nd waits for thee ere she will sipats dew

SANUMATI. s
\ most polite way of warning him off'!

MATIEAVYA.
You'll find the ohstinate creature is not to he sent about

his husiness so casily us vou think.

KING.
Dost thou presume to disobey 2 Now hear me—
\n thou but touch the Iil:h‘ of my lu_'ln\‘lﬁ'ti,
Sweet as the opening blossom, whenee I quafted

". f“- b In ]I.‘t]l]:]r'l' ll:l'\'rl love's nectar, T owall I'[”"" thooe

Within the hollow of vou lotus cup,

And there imprison thee for thy presumption.

MATHAYVY A,

He must be bold indeed not to show any fear when yvou

threaten him with such an awful punishment. (Smiling, aside).

) He s stark mad, that’s elear: and [ believe, by keeping
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haim  company, | am beginning to  talk

Atwwd]. Look, it is only a painted bee.

KINTG,
Painted = tmpossible !

SANUMATL,

WING,

me the truth -
While, all entranced, I gazed upon her picture,
My loved one seemed to live before my eyes,
[ill every fibre of my being thrilled
With raptirous cmotion.  Oh! "twus cruel
To dissipate the day-dream, and transtorm

The blissful vision to a lifeless image.

Shivels

SANUMATI,

mote difficult than usual.

KING.

vietim of perpetual disappointment

Y ’ B Y 9
o e L (> o = -
RL R I I
: 7 T » .~ i 4 )
W G RN R R A BT Y TE TR T SR R
e ™ - 2 - .s a & - - - . r

Sven 1 did not perceive it ; how much less should he !

Alas ! my dear Mithayyu, why am [ doovmed to he

almost as wildly

Oh! my dear friend, why were you so l-natured s to tell

fe ity
J\"I"‘

S ||:11';l[|-|l ll]\'l'l"\ are \'I'I'_‘.‘ difficult to [III';l*%t" Bt b seeqns
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Vin is the hope ot meeting her in dreams,

or slumber night by night forsakes my couch : SR -
: \

= V- - ' : 8. 3
\nd now that 1 would fain assuage my griel | & 4

3 SO SN, . . -'fll‘u
By gazing on her portrait here before me, SO

: Tears of despairing love obscure my sighi x
' ‘ &

¥ SANUMATI, [ A sule R

You have made ample amends for the wrong you did | i,-:

L . - N

Sukoontala 1n iliml‘.\]lil!:‘_{ her.

: -f /?’

CHATURIKA. Bnlering, - &

Vietory to the King ! I was coming along with the box of

colonrs in my hand
KING,

Whit now - SRR -
CHATURIKA, =t

When I omet the Queen Vasumati, attended by Taralika. gy -

F She msisted on taking it from me, and declured she would I #

herself deliver 11 into vour M;rjwﬂ}"r; hands. 1= fi_

MATHAVYA. & '\
: | L)

By what luck did you to contrive to escape her:

. 4
CHATURIKA. -1 '
=)
While her maid was disengaging her mantle, which hud ‘

canght i the branch of a shrab, T ran away. Y

" = fs: 3
5 o o C o I ) " 3
:/ / 2 5 \_\ - @ THR Vi
o et : @
: - 'J \./ S Zemne A P b )
.~ - ey [} - ~ T 4 ~ -" P l-"- ~ -
" & - . - N % o | - T s
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ACT VI ] SAKOONTALA ; OR, THE LOST RING.

KING.
Here, my good friend, take the picture and conceal it
My attentions to the Queen hayve made her preswmptuous

She will be here in o minute.

MATITAVYA.

(onceal the picture ! conceal myself, you mean. [ Getting vy
wnd laking the picture]. The Queen has a bitter draught 11 store
for you, which you will have to swallow ag Siva did the
jmi.w]'l at the Deluge.” When YOI ire well I1Uil of her, vou
may send and call me from the Palace of (MNouds,* where |

shall fake refuge. CERil. rurniny.
o L

SANUMATI. Aside
Although the King's affections are transterred to another
ohject, yet he respects his previous attachments. 1 fear his
lovee must be somewhat fickle.
VETKAVATI.
[ Entering with a dispateh tn her hand.
Yil'hl]'}' to the [{illgl
K1NG.

Veotravatl, did you observe the Queen Yasumatt coming i

this direction :
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VITRAVATI,
I did: bt when she saw that 1 had a despateh e my

hand for your _\I.‘I_il'ﬂ.\'. she tnrned back,

WKINIG
The Queen has too much reeard for propricty to interrupf

me when I oam engaced with state-affairs.

VETRAVATLT
So please your Majesty, your Prime Minister begs respect-
tully to inform vou that he has devoted much time to the
settlement of finaneinl caleulations,  and anly one case of
tmportanee has been submitted by the citizens for his con-
“‘I-'i"!"IH-)II. HI Hits IIl:tllr‘ i U.']‘i”e'h r'l']nnr'l ol the f.:l-"[-. aned

:'H|'thF~ Nour \|:1Ii|'-T_\' o cast vour EYCS OVir 1t

KIX,

Hand me the paper. VT h AT sl s

LN | f;'rm!!zr_u
What have we here? A merchant named Dhanamitri,

truding by =ea, was lost i a late shipwreck.  Though

wealthy trader, he was childless: and the whole of his
immense  property  hecomes by law forfeited to the king.
Soowrites the minister. Alas! alas! for his childlessness !
. & < %t
¥ - _"; T sk e e T ' T 'F‘ ‘: At » 5
- - - » - - - w ' . - — Tl e — a [ v »
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¥
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.
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But surely, if he was wealthy, he must have had oy

wives., Lot oan ir|_=|llir}' be made whethe any one of then

Is expecting to give birth to a child.

VETRAVATI
They suy that his wife, the daughter of the foreman of
@ guild belonging to Ayodhyi™ has just completed  the

ceremonies usual upon such expectations.

KINt,
The unborn ehild has o title to his father's property.

15 'y deeree {ri, bl my minister pro latm 1t so.

YETHAVATI

[ will, my liege.

Sy a moment.
VETIANY AT
am at yvour Majesty's service
KING,
Let there be no question whether he may or may not
have left offspring ;
Rather be at proclaimed that whosoc e

OF King Dushyanta's subjects he hereaved!
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Of any loved relation, an 1t be not
That his estates are {orfeited for crimes,
Dushyinta will himself to them supply

That kinsman’s place in tenderest affection.

VETRAVATI.
[t shall be so pron larmed.
[ Zxie ¥V ETRAVATL, and re-viter
wfter an ntervel

VETRAVATI.

Your Majesty's proclumation was received with  accla-
mations of joy, like grateful rain at the right scason.

KING. {j-’?"f‘u'i-!r{{ /o r(rr/; \,u‘n”'f_

No then, the property of rieh men, who have no lineal

descenduants, passes over to a stranger at their decease.  And

such, alas! must be the fate of the fortunes of the race of

Puru at my death; even as when fertile soil is sown with
seed at the wrong season.
VETRAVATI,
]"ll';s‘."']] fnl"laili '
RING.
Fool that | was to reject such happiness when it offered

itself’ for my acceptance !

B _:

4

/ el
\.‘

N

Y -
& T

]
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SANUMATI.

"I'.\'d"-l-"n 7

He may well Blame his own folly when he calls to mind 7.
his treatment of my beloved Sakoontald. ‘\ & 4
“:ﬁ.'_ [
KING. Wl
.‘1'."‘
* 0 . ), (]
Al woe is me ! when [ forsook my wife— S\?/
I' : '
: iB ;v 4
My lawful wite—conecealed within her breast ‘3{_r\ )
S -
Ihere lay my second self, o cehild unborn, .
- B L) LA
o~ 1 I

Hope of my race, ¢’en as the choicest finit

Yol
Lies hidden in the bosom of the earth. (ékt‘
0

SANUMATI, [ Aside. 4N
Ihere 158 no fenr of your race being cut off' for want ol 7§
b, I
i S011. --\T\
’ W . ; L.'::-: P
CHATUKRTKA, [ Aside 1o VEriavar %Y &
- G
The atfuar of the merchant's death has (quite upsct our v
) ) '\\‘I'\
royul naster, aud caused him sad distress.  Had von not Ry ¢
. | ’ ) . 1 " "‘{
better feteh the worthy Miathavya from the Palice of Clouds |
o e =
to comtort hun ? e
1-‘,"“ *
VETHAVATL, jfﬂﬁ
. | £ AN
A very good 1deq. [ Exit, -\ 4§
L
KING. ,5‘ .
Alas! the shades of my forefathers are even now beginning Gl
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to be alarmed, lest at my death they may be deprived of their

funcral libations.

No son remains in King Dushyanta’s place

To offer sacrod i|t'r||1:ll;_1't- to the dead

Of Puru’'s noble line : my ancestors

Must drink these glistening tears, the last libation ™

\ childless man can ever Lope to make them.

[ Futls down in on agony of yrif.

CHATURIRKA,

[ LN'-‘J{*H:{ al Jeein Copende piretiton,

Great King, compose yourself,

SANUMATI, [ Astde.

Alis! alas! though a bright light is shining near him, he

1= mvolved

in the blackest darkness, by reason of the vell

that obscures Lis sight. T will now reveal all; and put an end

to his Jlli:-'l'l'.\'. But no; T heard the mother of the Zreat

Indra,"” when she was consoling  Sakoontald, say, that thi

gods will soon bring about joytul union between hushand

and wife, being cager for the sacerifice which will be celebrated

1 their honour on the oceasion.

I must not unticipate tl

happy moment, but will return at once to my dear fricd
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and cheer her with an account of what T have seen and

henrd. [ Kises wloft and disappears. \
A VOICE BEHIND THE SCENES. ‘f ‘ff 5

i
Help ! help! to the resene! sy
KING. .
-_f:'c'rr::'r‘;'r'r.'_'/ fr.*'.!.'f.\f"f)". Listening. “‘ "'- '}, .
Ha ! I heard a ery of distress, and in Mithavya's voice X~
too.  What ho there ! ‘; j’:

VETRAVATI, Eritering., gy

-

Your friend is in danger ; save him, great King. ( Fx
y
KING, 8 r

Who daves insult the worthy Miathavya © ,

VETRAVATI.

Some evil demon, invisible to human eyes, has seized -
him, and carried him to one of the turrets of the Paluce of ! -~ e
E -

Clonds. "‘\' p
A

KING. [Rising, o |

Impossible ! Have evil spirvits power over my subjects, '
cven in my private apartments > Well, well.— SN

Duaily T seem less able to aver - A

Misfortune from mysell, and o'er my actions

Less competent fo exercise control .

Tom v Y \ L)
f-."/,

m\h ,/\ J"\w e ﬂ\*
,;\/* /:r\‘/;\_, S

o
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How can I then direct my subjects’ ways,
Or shelter them from tyranny and wrong :
A\ VOICE BEITIND TITE SCENES.

Hulloo there ! my dear friend; help! help!

KING. Lddwanetng w0ith vapid siyides,
Fear nothing——
[HE SAME VOICE BEIIND THE SCENES.
Fear nothing, mdeed ! How can T help fearing when
same monster is twisting hack 1y neck, and is about to snap

it as he wonld o sugar-cane ?

RKING. )’-’.iu”. it Pt
Wit ho there! my how.
STAV I [ Euteriag with o bou
llll":jirlll Vol ]m\\', -iil'l'. :ll".l| YOur :Il'llt—_'..'_'ll-.l]'l]..
i Liee .f_-,'”_,; snalefies by the baw ond nerows

ANOTHER VOICE BEILIND THE SCENES.

Here, thirsting tor thy life-blood, will 1 slay thee,

As u fierce tiger rends his struggling prey.
Call now thy friend Dushyanta to thy aid ;
His bow is mighty to defend the weak ;

Yot all its vaunted power <hadl be as nought.
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KING. ’_ H7ith fuey

What ! dares he dety me to my fice - Hold there,

monster | ]’It'[l:dt' 1o l]ll', for vour Limne 1s come. Stringing

his bow],  Vetravati, leald the way to the terrace.
VETRAVATI,

| 'f.ira"l,' -H!-‘f-!ur'f i .!fer!'ﬂ_

’l‘hi* u'u'\" Sil':'.

KINIG 4 t [-w'_l-".'i.._-f o4l e u‘(.". 2

How’s this 7 there 1z nothing to be seen.

A VOICE BEHIND THE sCENES.

Lelp! Save me! L can see you, though yon cannot seq

[ am like @ mouse in the claws of a cat; my lite 1= not

me.
worth o minute’s purchase.
KING

Avaunt, monster ! You may pride vourselt on the magie

that renders you invisible, but my arrow shall find you out.
Thus do | fix a shaft

That shall discern between an impious demon

And a good Brahman; bearing death to thee,

To Inm deliverance—even as the swan

bl

Distinguishes the milk from worthless water.
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Loter Mararnn, o holding M i'_rn_\ VYA, whom he releases.
MATALL
Turn thou thy deadly arrows on the demons
Such is the will of Indra; let thy bow
Be drawn against the enemies of the gods
But on thy friends cast only looks of favour.
KING, [ Putting hacle his arrow.
What, Matali! Welcome, most noble charioteer of the
mighty Indra.
M i'{]l AVYA.

So, here 15 @ monster who thonght as little about slavughter-

mg me as if 1 had been o hullock for saerifice, and VOIL NSt

"

coen oreet him with a welcome.

MATALL | Sailing.
Great Prnce, hear on what errand Indra sent me into
VOUur presence.
KING.
I am all attention.
MATALI.
There 18 a race of giants, the deseendunts of Kalancmi "
whom the gods find difficult to subdue.
KING.
So I have alveady heard from Narada. 't
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ACT V1] SAKOONTALA ; OR, THE LOST RING.

MATALT

[Teaven's mighty lord, who deigus to eall thee * fricnd,’

Appoints thee to the post of highest honour,

As leader of his armies; and commits

The subjugation of this eiant hrood

To thy resistless arms, o't as the sun

Leaves the pale moon to dissipate the darkness.
Let your Majesty, therefore, ascend at once the eelestinl cu
of Indra; and, grasping your arms, advance to vietory.

KTNG.

The mighty Indva honowrs me too highly by such a mark
of distinetion.  But tell me, what made vou act thns townrds
my poor fricnd Mathavya ?

MATALL.
Lwill tell you. Perceiving that your Majesty’s spivit wis

completely hroken by some distress of mind under which VOl

vere labouring, T determined to vouse your cnersies i

moving you to anger.  Because
To light a flame, we need but stic the cimbers ;
The colra, when incensed, extends his head
And springs upon his foe; the bravest men

Display their conrage only when provoked
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KNG, [ Aside {0 M VTHAVY A,
My dear Mathavya, the commands of the great Indra must

not be left unfulfilled.  Go you and acquaint my minister,

Pisina, with what has happened, and say to him from me,

Dushyanta to thy care confides his realm—
Protect with all the vigour of thy mind
The interests of my people; while my bow
I« braced agamst the enemies of heaven.

MATHAVYA,

I 1|u'}' : | Lzit,

MATALIL.

Ascend, illustrious Prinec. [ P%he KING asceids the car,
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NOENE, The .5}",'.1_;_

Enter Kinag DusuyasTa and MATATY 97 the

cr of Indra, moving in the aii




ACT VIL
SeENE.—T'he Sky.

Futer Krixa Duvsayaxta and Martavr an the car of Indre,

moving in the avr.

KING.
My good Mitali, it appears to me incredible that T ean
merit such a mark of distinetion for having simply fulfillid
the hehests of the great Indra
MATALL [ Soniling
Gireat Prince, 1t seems to me that neither of vou is satistied
with himself.
You underrate the service you have rendered,
And think too highly of the god’s reward :
He deems it scarce sufficient recompense

For your heroic deeds on his hehalf.

KING.

Nay, Métali, say not s0. My most ambitious expectations
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wiere more than realised by the honour conferved on me at the

woment when I took my leave.  For,

—

Tinged with celestinl sandal, trom the breust '

OF the great Indra, where betore it lhung,

A garland of’ the ever-blooming tree

OF Nandana '™ was cast about my neck

£\ e APy e
e

o

By his own hand : while, in the VErY prescuce

Of the assembled gods, T was enthroned

Beside their mighty lovd, who smiled to see

. 'y

L

His sun Juyanta "7 envious of the hononr,

Ll

Vs
V&,

MATALL

?:—L -

NI

There is no murk of distinetion whicl your majesty does

) ) X
R

not deserve at the hands of the immortals.  Sec,

Heaven's hosts acknowledge thee their sccond say ionr -

Y

.,
-’L-I\‘_-L

For now thy how’s unerring shafts (as ers

>
)

P A

ff'o

The lon-man’s terrific claws, ' ) have purged

- w )

The empyreal sphere from taint of demons foul.

KING,

The praise of my victory must be aseribed to the i esty
of Indra,

When mighty gods make men their delegutes

L martial enterprise, to them belongs

' P o ,‘ . '--‘_' <2
i w= L g T e + -
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The padm of vietory ; and not to mortals.

Could the pale Dawn dispel the shades of nicht,
Dl not the god of day, whose diadem

L jewelled with a thousand heams of light,
Place him in front of his effulgent ear? ¥

MATALLL

A very just compavison. [ fypriving on ] Great King, behold !
the clory of thy fame has reached even to the vault of heaven.
Hark ! yonder inmates of the starry sphere
Sing anthems worthy of thy martial deeds,
While with celestial colonrs they depict
The story of thy victories on serolls
Formed of the leaves of henven’s immortal trees
KING.
My good Mitali, yesterday, when T oascended the sky, |

wiis so cagor to do battle with the demons, that the road by

which we were travelling towards Indra’s heaven escaped my

observation.  Tell me. in which pith of the seven winds are
We oW moving -

MATALT.
it

We journey in the path of Parivaha;

The wind that bears along the triple Gianges, "
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And causes Ursa’s seven stars to roll

[n their appointed orbits, scattering

Their several rays with equal distribution
"I'is the same path that once was sanctified
By the divine mmpression of the foot

Of Vishnu, when, to conquer hanghty Bali,

He spanned the heavens in his second stride, '™

KING,

This is the reason, | suppose, that a sensation of calm
repose pervades all my senses.  [Zooking down at the wheels.]
Ab D Matali, we are descending towards the carth’s atmo-
'-]I}Jl']‘t'.

MATALL

What makes vou think so -

KING.
The car itself instruets me : we are moving
(er pregnant clouds, surcharged with rain; below us

| sec the moisture-loving Chitakas V'

[n sportive flight dart through the spokes; the steeds

Of Indra ghsten with the lightning's flash

And a thick mist bedews the cireling wheels.
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MATALL
You are right: m a Liitle while the chariot will touch the
eround, and you will be in your own dominions.

i\ l.\‘l- .f,_(t’.l"l.'r‘.r-_rf -!/lnu' n

How wonderful is the appearance of the carth as wi

rapidly descend !

Stupendous prospect ! yonder lofty hills

Do suddenly nprear their towering heads

Amid the plain, while from heneath their crests

The ground receding sinks; the trees, whose stems

Seemed lately hid within their lealy tresses,

Rise into elevation, and display

Their branching shoulders; yonder streanis, whose waters,

[ike silver threads, but now were scarcely seen,

(trow into mighty rivers; lo! the carth

Seems upward hurled by some gigantic power.

MATALL.

Well described ! [ Lovking with awe] Grand, indeed, and

lovely is the spectacle presented by the earth.

KING.

Tell me, Matali, what is that range of mountains whielh,

ke n bank of clouds illumined by the setting sum, pownrs
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dowr o stremm of gold = On one side its base dips into the
castern ocean, and on the other side into the western.
MATALL
Crveat Prinee, 1t s called  * Golden-peak,” ™ und s the
thode ot the attendants of the god of Wealth,  In this spot

the nghest forms of penance are wronght out.

There Kasyapa,"™ the great progenitor

M demons and of gods, himself the offspring

OF the divine Marichi, Brahmd's son,

With Aditi, his wife, in calm seclusion,

Does holy penanee for the good of mortals
RING.

Fhien 1 must not negleet so sood an n|a1un'll|l1i[}' of” obtain-
my his blessing. 1 should much like to visit this venerable
persangge and offer him my homage,

VATALL

v oall means. An excellent idea !

Ceredelvs the vay L !,’n -rr‘;'f;!'
'_ Liva toiie '*." e o
How's this?
Owr chariot whecls move noiselesslv,  Around

Nao elonds of dust arise: no shock hetolkened
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Our contact with the carth ; we scom to elide

Above the ground, so lightly do we touch it.

MATALL
.\'llt'}i -- ”I:.‘ iliirl'l'l'lli'.l' ]n-r\\'l-i_'ll 1|ll' ear of lllfll‘;l ;tlul !il.‘uI il

VOUT Tajesty.

hING,

[n which direction, MAtali, is Kasyapa's sacred vetroan -

\l .{T \ [.J . I !I’Jf,fhrf-:ir

Where stands yon anchorite, towards the orl

Of the meridian sun, immoveable

As o tree’s stem, his body half-concealed

By o huge ant-hill.  Round about his bregst
No sacred cord is twined, ™ buat 1w its stead

A hideous serpent’s skin.  In place of necklac

The tendrils of w withered ereeper chafe
His wasted neck.  His matted hair depends
[n thick entanglement about his shoulders,

And birds construet their nests within its folds '

NING.

I ~salute thee, thou man of austere devotion.
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MATALL
Molding wn the rews op (e car
Giveat Prince, we are now in the sacred grove of the holy
]\'..t.-.\'.;}_l.l—'lll’ arove that bousts as its ornament oue of  the
five trees of Indra’s heaven, reared by Adit.
KING.
This sacred retreat is more delichtful than heaven itselt
I could almost faney myselt” bathing in o pool of nectar,
MATALL Ntogaing the chaviar
Descend, mighty Prinee.
KINIG. Descending.
And what will you do, Matal
MATALL

The chariot will remain where | have stopped 1t. We may

hoth descend. Daoing so This way, great i{lll.‘_{ [H'nh{‘;“_,«; an, |

You see around you the celebrated region where the holiest
suges devote themselves to pemtential rites.
KING.
I um filled with awe and wonder as 1 Taze
In such a place us this do saints of earth
Long to complete their acts of penance ; here,

Beneath the shade of everlasting {rees,
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Transplanted from the groves of Paradise,

kA
-_/_\

J®Y

:'.,/"(‘ Y

May they inhale the balmy air, and need

o

No other nourishment ; ' here mav they bathe

I £
o o
\/:

In fonntains sparkling with the golden dust

-~

Of lilies ; here, on jewelled slabs of marble,

1

In meditation rapt, may they recline ;

£ Y& ‘1.\‘_@

LA

3

Here, in the presence of celestial nymphs,

‘el

-.flv hY

&

I en passion’s volce 1s powerless to move them

>

MATALL

.-.
o

—_—
;"\._ X

—

N -

—

7 It

Tell me, ‘l—l'l-lillllll-:-i:{l]i:ll}'.'l. how 1s the divine son of Marichi

o N,

now engaged 7 What sayest thou: that he 18 conversing

b Bt .

"

!-

~ -
',, ‘.?o| 1
—af J

with Aditi and some of the wives of the great sages, and that

they are ||!ll'-Til'HJiTl;_; him l'r'.‘-‘.]u‘l'lill;_" the duties of a taithful

wile -

-
-

hING, i }!,'.\flnurr,f

-
-

8

B )

s

Then we must awalt the ]l:_:l}' father's leisure.

MATALL [ Laokiig at the Kixe

[f your majesty will rest under the shade, at the foot of

this Asoka-tree,'™ I will seck an opportunity of announcing

vour arvival to Indrea's reputed tather.

So frue is 1t that the aspirations of the good and great are

eVOr Soaring  upwirds. [ Tupning vound and speaking off the stoys.]
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A< von I}!ili]{ llt'i_J]ll_‘l‘. __f.'n i tis watler the tree,

MATALL
Great Kimg, | go [ Lwit, y
KING. [ Fecling hix avui throb,
Whercefore this causeless throbbing, O mine qom > 5
All hope has fled for ever ; mock me not

With presages of good, when happiness

: ﬁ-\

NS

[ lost, and nought hut misery remains.

-

e
S

>
w

A VOICE BEHIND THE SCENES.

o

Be not so naughty. Do you hegin already to show

ot B

refractory spinit :

RING, [ Liste ret.

"

T]li& i-, 110 ll|i|l't‘ for ]H'IIJI:UII'L'. “-ilu cinl 1t be \\']lm:t-

bhehaviour calls for such a rebuke ? Laooking i the diveetion of

the sawend gl .-u.«ufruf_.'.: \. I‘]Li]‘[. I‘~ H: f'll_lSL'l}' itht'IlllHl ].l\ LA

holy women.  His disposition seems anything but child-like.

o

- M\;.::.r...'\\./"

o

x
i

He braves the fury of von lioness
Suckling its savage offspring, and compels
The angry whelp to leave the half-sneked due,

Tearing its tender mane in boisterous sport.

4
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fonter a Curnn. altended hy Two Womes of the hermitage. in

the fetit il f?‘r‘.ﬁ‘r‘)'!‘br'r:’.

CHILD,
Opeie your mouth, my young lion, I want to count yow
teeth
FIRST ATTENDANT,

You nanghty child; why do you teaze the animals > Know
vou not thut we cherish them in this hermitage as if they were
our own children? In good sooth, vou have a Ingh spirt
of your own, and are heginning already to do justice to the

name Sueva-damana (All-taming), given you by the hermits.

KING.
Strange ! My heart inclines towards the boy with almost
as mueh affection as if he were my own child.  What can e
the veason > I suppose my own childlessness makes me yearn

towards the gons of others.

SECOND ATTENDANT,
This Lioness will certainly attack you it you do not release
her whelp.
CH LD, :f’_q.;la;i.ur_r,a_
Oh! indeed ! let her come.  Much [ fear her, to be sure!

[ !‘ur.’.r"'- z.'.'.\ JI.«;;!‘;';'—";}'; J'.'.' ;,:’!.'.JJ(;:'rI
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KING.
The germ of mughty courage lies concealed
Within this noble infant, like a spark
Beneath the fuel, waiting but a breath
To fan the flame and raise a conflagration.

FIRST ATTENDANT.

Let the young lion go, like a dear child, and | will give

you something else to play with.
CHILD.
Where 1s it?  Give it me first. [ Stretches out his hand
KING. | Looking nl Jos hind
How's this? His hand exhibits one ol those mysti
marks ** which are the sure prognostic of umiversal empire.
See |
His fingers stretehed in eager expectation
To grasp the wished-for toy, and knit together
By a close-woven web, in shape resemble
A lotus blossom, whose expanding petals
The early dawn has only half unfolded
SECOND ATTENDANT.

We shall never pacify him by mere words, dear Suvrata.

[acT vin

- kind enough to go to my cottage, and you will find there
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# plaything belonging to Mirkandeyn, one of the hermit’s
children. It 1s a peacock made of China-ware, painted in

many colours.  Bring it here for the child.

FIRST ATTENDANT.
Viery well,
CHILD.

No, no; I shall go on playing with the young lion.

[ Looks at the EMALE ATTENDANT and lawghs,

KING.
[ feel an unaccountable affection for this wayward child
How blessed the virtuous parents whose attire

[s soiled with dust, by raising from the ground

The child that usks a refuge in their arms !

And happy are they while with lisping prattle,
[n accents sweetly inarticulate,

He charms their cars: and with his artless smiles
(iladdens their hearts,'"” revealing to their gaze

His tiny teeth just budding into view.

ATTENDANT.
| see how 1t 1s. He pays me no muanner of attention.

Looking off the stage | 1 wonder whether any of the hermits
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we abowt heve,  [Seeing the Kive.]  Kind siv, could you com
hither a moment and help me to release the young lion from
the cluteh of this child, whe is teazine him in childish play -
KNG, LApproaching and smil;
Listen 1o me, thou child of a mighty saint.
Dost thou dare show waywiard spirit here
Here, in this hallowed region > Take thou heed
Lest, as the serpent’s young defiles the sandal *
Thon hring dishonowr on the holy sage,
'f‘ll_‘. I"”III’]'-}ll'iIl’If'(l ]Iill't'[”‘ who e |i;:‘|1l~
Lo shicld from harin the tenants of the wood.
\TTENPANT.,
Crentle sirv. 1 thank you,; but hie 15 not the saint’s SO,
KING,

His behaviour and whole bearing would have lod me (o

danbt 1t, had not the place of his abode encouraged the 1dea.

[)"'-Nm-".\ the ehiided, and tales him by the hand, aecmriiigg
1o th soguest f':)" the aitendant, Asiele,
I marvel that the tonch of this strange child
Should thrill wme with delight - if so it he,
How must the fond earesses of n son

Transport the futher's soul who eave Lim beinge
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VITENDANT, [ Lol al thene doth
Wonderful ! Prodigions !
KING.
Whitt excites your surprise, my good won ;-
ATTENDANT,
| s astonished at the striking resemblanee hetween
child and yourself; and, what is still more extraordinary, he
seemis to have taken to you kindly and submissively, thongl
yvour are oo stranger to Jiin,
KhING. h!--;-«h’a},-_u the eliilel.
[t he e not the son of the great sage, of what tamily does
he come, may I usk ?
VITENDANT,
OF the race of Par.
KING. el
What ! ave we, then, descended from the same aneestry -
1'lis. wo doubt, aceounts for the resemblince she  traces
between the childd and e, Certainly 1t hus always heon

an established wsage wmong the princes of Purnds e,

T ll"liil'{lfl' the IIHH']Ifll'_:' of l]il'i!' Il;ll\‘.*-

To the workl’s weal, palaces and halls,

Mid Taxury and vegal pomp abiding
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Then, in the wane of life, to seek release

From kingly cares, and make the hallowed shade

Of sacred trees their last asylum, where

As hermits they may practise self-abasement,

And bind themselves by rigid vows of penance.

Alond]

admission to this sacred region :

ATTENDANT,

But how could mortals by their own power gain

[acT vir,
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Your remark is just; but your wonder will cease when | et
5 )

tell you that his mother is the offspring of a celestial nymph, U
e e Wy 'r )

and gave him birth in the hallowed grove of Kasyupa. }‘:,’, iy
KING. el
; : : o SAD

Strange that my hopes should be agam excited ! [ /o ] 1

.f‘ )

But what, let me ask, was the name of the prince whom she

dergned to honour with her hand

ATTENDANT,

How could I think of polluting my lips by the mention of

a wretch who had the eruelty to desert his lawful wife?

RING,

Ha! the deseription suits me exactly.

Would I

[ + !.\'H.flp‘_

could
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bring myselt to inquire the name of the child’s mother !
[Refleeting.]  Butb it is against propricty to make too minute

mquiries about the wife of another man.'®

FIRST ATTENDANT.
[ Entering with the ching peacoek in her hand,

Sarva-damana, Sarva-damana, see, see, what a beautiful

Sakoonta ( hird ).

CHILD. E f:fm):'i‘ﬂ_ﬁf raitid,

My mother! Where? Let me go to her.

BOTH ATTENDANTS.

He mistook the word Sakoonta for Sakoontald. The boy
dotes upon his mother, and she is ever uppermost in his
thonghts.

SECOND ATTENDANT,
Nay, my dear child, T said, Look at the beauty of this

Sakoontil.

KING, [_f.u‘r(l.

What ! is his mother’s name Sakoontald > But the name is
not uncommon amone women. Alas! I fear the mere simi-
larity of @ name, like the deccitful vapour of the desert,” has

once more raised my hopes only to dash them to the ground.

7 ki
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CHILLI. i
\ (S':i' Dear nurse, what o heauntiful Lo k! [ Tules the toy, ] .'

K\ C FIRST ATTENDANT, &
-.",Jf \'-_:. '.)f Y —
B¢ fé" [ Looking at the ohild.  Tw great istvess. A
¥ ‘ - LA
K . . -
W Alas ! alas? 1 do not see the wnulet on his wrist. oW
oS ('Y a ¥ .j ’
R SY N, f
1 KING. DR\ T

Don't distress vourself. 15, It 1]l off while he - (e

7. A
i '. "_' .." N ,-’
%' Here it i 2y
*

- 1
E\'_ ‘f - . \n
N M wis <trugeling with the voung lon. [Stoaps to piek it up. ¥ 4
ﬂ.‘-? = e . . b / ‘{ 4 R (¢
- ( )
. & BOTH ATTENDANTS '()\ .
\ ) X NDANTS. -V

' ::.J Hold ! hold ! Touch it not, for your hfe.  How mar- B \,-3

‘l = ! g
- SN F A - { (V"
B/ é vellous T He has actually taken it up withont the shightest "{ ) .

\ 0/ - - )N
I;’J ‘(s }Irwi{:lfiuﬂl_ C Both vatse their hawds (o their Eyoasts ond fool: { ; A \i‘.—
I'l. ) . \’
=) \_‘_"- at vacle ather Cuoastonesioiient ") 1

g - y - LS
('l Moy 18

\ @ / KING. %) i
" _~_-" % -
'S '\,} Why did you try to prevent my touching it = Iy *
y/ | B -

) , N
L FIRST ATTENDANT. )i
\§ '~‘_ Y/ ¢
- /‘ . - : . |‘l._
/s ' [Lasten, credat Monnreh. s amulet, known as ¢ The ; ﬁ_\
I, ] . - Oy °
Ny [nvineible,” was given to the boy by the divine son of v G
644 .@j - . - D
B Marichi, soon after his bivth. when the natal ceremony wits (.

g - =l
'y o \ ! . . ; _ ; W
_..' ~\\‘. performed.  Its peeuliar virtue is, that when it falls on the ) 1’.}'
o Tl . ] - .
ground, no one excepting the father or mother of the child '!
can touch it unhurt. )3
&
- -."'.| 7R f"’J - . 8 -l‘.//. s . L o ™ 38 ‘? T = -
‘B B e g =
S~ -/
S i a Bl SR - i 2 T Y P X a4 X
- - - - -t o - - e !
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KING.
And suppose another person touch s it =
FIRST ATTENDANT,
Then it instantly becomes a serpent, and bites him.

KINty.

[Tave YOI ever witnessed the transformation with vour

OWIN (Gves T
BOTH ATTENDANTS.

Over amd over agam.

KINt, I‘ ”'.’In’a’n i'n‘;if—u‘r’-_ .J\.’:(r.

-lu‘\'f |l‘\' Are [|l"l1 II:_‘.' ‘l"il]'l"“l ]lll[}t"- to L I‘Il]““t'll.:
[ Luthiaees the ehild.
SECONT ATTENDANT,
Come, my dear Suvrata, we must inform Sukoontald imime-
diately of this wonderful event, though we have fo interrupt
her in the performance of her religions vows, [ Breunt.

CILILI. ’f'- th ]\’lf\'-,

Do not hold me. 1 want to go to my mother.

KING,

We will go to her together, and give her joy, my son.

CILILD,

Dushyanta is my father, not you.




SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING. fACT VI

KINt. [ St ind,

His contradiction convinces me only the more.

Fnter SAK0ONTALA, in widow's apparel, with her long Jair

fwisled tnto a single braid.
-:‘.\ KOONTA [..; - rL Awide.

I have just heard that Sarva-damana’s amulet has retained
its form, though a stranger raised it from the ground. I can

hardly believe in my good fortune.  Yet why should not

Sinumati's prediction be verified ?

KING. [ (fazing at SAROONTATLA.
Alus! can thns mdeed be my Sakoontal 3
Clad i the weeds of \\'[lln\\'lli'mfl, her face
Fmaciate with fasting, her long hair
Twined in a single braid,™ her whole demeanour
Expressive of her purity of soul
With patient constancy she thus prolongs

The vow to which my cruelty condemned her.

SAKOONT ALA,
Gazing at the K1x6, who is pale with remorse.

Surely this is not like my husband ; yet who can it be that
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acrvir]  SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING.

dares pollute by the pressure of his hand my ehild, whose

amulet should protect him from a stranger’s touch :

CIHITLD. [ Gotng ta kis mother,

Mother, who is this man that has been kissing me and
calling me Ins son -

KING.

My best beloved, I have indeed treated thee most cruelly,

but am now once more thy fond and affectionate lover.

Refuse not to acknowledge me as thy hushand.

SAKOUONTALN. [ side.

Be of good chieer, my heart.  The anger of Destiny 15 at
Jast appeased.  Heaven regards thee with compassion.  But

15 he inovery trath my huosband -

KING.
Behold me, best and loveliest of women,
Delivered from the cloud of fatal durkness
That erst oppressed my memory.  Aguain
Behold us brought together by the grace
Of the great lord of Heaven.  So the moon
Shines forth from dim eclipse,' to blend his rays

With the soft lustre of his Rohini.

i? “ :""k;h-' ‘H-—”r ? -1.’/ "‘rf/
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SAKOONTALA , OR, THE LOST RING.  [acr vir,

SAKOONTALA.

Mav vy hushand be vietorious

Y/ staps .~'1'rm':’) ler votee cliabed wilth toars.

RING,
() tzir one, though the utterance of thy prayve
Be lost amid the torrent of thy tears,
Yot does the sight of thy fair countenaie,
Aud of thy pallid lips, all unadorned '™
And colourless m sorvow for my absence,

Make me already more than congueror.

CIULLL,

Mother, who 1= this vam 7

SAKOONTALA.

My chnld, ask the dety that presides over thy destiny.

KING. [f—}u'h'“.:,r uf ?‘""\Hlm:\'l.\l..l\'h‘!'ua’.

Fairest of women, bamish from thy mind

The memory of my cruelty ; reproach

The fell delusion that o’erpowered my soul,
\nd blame not me, thy hushand ; “tis the curse

Of him m whom the power of darkness'™ reigus,




aervin]  SAKOONTALA ; OR, THE LOST RING,

That he mastakes the gifts of those hic loves

For deadly evils,  Even though a friend

Nhould wreathe a curland on a blind man's hrow.

Will he mot cast it from him as a serpent :
SAKOONTALA.

Risc, my own hushand, rise.  Thou wast not to hlame.
My own evil deeds, committed in a former state of being,”
brought down this judgment upon me.  How else could my
hushand, who wus ever of o compassionate disposition, have
acted  so unfeclingly 2 [Zhe King rises].  But tell me, my
hushand, how did the remembrance of thine unfortunate wif
return to thy mind ?

KING.

As s00n as oy lieart’s anguish 1s removed, and its wounds
are: healed, T wall tell thee all.

Oh ! let me, fuir one, chase away the drop
That still bedews the fringes of thine eye:
And let me thus efface the memory

OF every tear that stained thy velvet eheck,
Unnoticed and unhecded by thy loxd,

When i his madness he vejected thee.
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SAKOONTALA: OR, THE LOST RING. AT V1L,

SAKOONTALA.
|'_.\.'f'.«'m:',' Lhe sgnet-ring an fres Jiger,

Ab ! my dear hushand, is that the Lost Ring :

RING.

Yeer the moment I recovered it, My Memory was restored.

SAKOONTALA.
The ring was to blume i allowing itselt to be lost at the
very time when I was anxious to convinee my noble hushand

of the veality of my mmriage.
KING,
Recelve it back, as the beantiful twining plint reccives
again its blossom in foken of its reunion with the spring.
SAKOONTALA,

.\'i:_‘.: I can never 110re ]I]:lr't' confidence 1 1t [ot my

husband retan it

Fnter Mararn.

M :.'l'.\ LI.

L congratulate your Majesty.  Happy are you in your

reunion with your wife: happy are you in beholding the

Fiee of your own son.
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ACT VIL] SAKOONTALA ; OR, THE LOST RING.

KING,

Yes, indeed. My heart’s dearest wish has horne sweet
fruit.  But tell me, Matali, 1s this joyful event known to the
great Indea?

MATALL. [ Smiting.

What 1s unknown to the gods®  But come with me, noble
Prince, the divine ]\r:l-x‘_\'.'lll.'l eraciously permits thee to be
presented to him.

KING.

Nakoontuld, take our child and lead the way. We will
together go into the presence of the holy Sage.

SAKOONTALA.

[ shrink from entering the august presence of the great

Saint, even with my hushand at my side.
KING.

Nay ; on such a joyous oceasion it is highly proper.  Come,

come : [ entreat thee. [l advance.
Kasvara is discovered seated on w throwe with his wife Avirr.

KASYAPA.
[Guzing at Dusnyaxra, Do fis wife,

0O Adita,
This is the mighty hero, King Dushyanta,

Protector ol the carth ; who, at the head
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SAKOONTALA: OR, THE LOST RING. [ACT Vil

Of the eelestial armics of thy =on,
Does hattle with the cnemies of heaven.
Thanks to las bow, the thunderbolt of Tndia
[ests {rom 1ts work, no more the minister
Of death and desolation to the world,
But o mere ﬁ}'lll]ll]l ol lli\'illil‘\"

ADITL.

He Bears in his noble form all the marks of dignity.

MATALI. [ 7o Dursuyasra,

Sirve, the yenerable progenitors of the celestials are gazing

at your Majesty with as much affection as il you were their
son.  You may advance towards them.
KING.

Ave these, O Mdatali, the holy pair,

Otfspring of Daksha and divine Marichi,

Children of Brahmi's sons,™ by suges deemed

Sole fountain of celestial hight, diffused

Through twelve effulgent orbs 2 Are these the pair
From whom the raler of the triple world,*
Sovercign of gods and lord of sacrifice,

-

Sprang into heing - That immortal pair

Whom Vishnu, greater than the self-existent,'®




SAKOONTALA: OR. THE LOST RING

ACT VII, |

Chose for his parents, when, to save mankind,
He took upon himsclf the shape of mortals ?
MATALIL
liven so.
KING, 'rasirating himself.
Most angust of beings, Dushyanta, content to have fulfilled

the commmniands of your son Indra, ofters you his adoration.

KASYAPA.
My son, long may’st thou live, and happily mayv'st thon
reign over the earth !
ADLTL.
My con, may'st thow ever he invincible in the ficld of

battle!

SAKOONTALA.
[ also prostrate mysclf’ before you, most adorable beings,
and my child with me.
KASYADA.

My danghter,

Thy lord resembles Indr, and thy child

I's noble as Jayanta, Indra's son;

[ huve no worthicer blessing left for thee,

.\l':l.\".\l Iilull L [';lillli'lll G lht_' .;;'m].H uwWll \\'jll.':
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SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING.  [scr vin

ADITI.
My daughter, may'st thou be always the object of thy
husband’s fondest love; and may thy son live long to be the
joy of both his parents! Be seated.

,
LA sit down in the presence of Kasyara.

KASYATA.
{}.‘a"wrrh}r;? cach of them by turns.
ail to the beautiful Sakoontals !
Hail to her noble son! and hail to thee
Mustrious Prince! Rare triple combination

Of virtue, wealth, and energy united !

KINt.

Most vencrable Kasyapa, by your favour all my desives

were accomplished even before T was admitted to your pre-
sence.  Never was mortal so honoured that his boon should
be granted ere it was solicited,  Because

Bloom before fruit, the elouds before the 1ain—

Cause first and then effeet, in endless sequence,

Is the unchanging law of constant nature :

But, ere the blessing issued from thy lips,

The wishes of my heart were all fulfilled.
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aervin]  SAKOONTALA; OR, TIIE LOST RING.

MATALL

It is thus that the great progenitors of the world confer
favours.

KING.

Most reverend Sage, this thy handmaid was marvied to me
by the Gandharva ceremony,™ and after a time was conducted
to my palace by her relations. Meanwhile a fatal delusion
seized me; I lost my memory and rejected her, thus com-
mitting a grievous offence against the venerable Kanwa, wlio
is of thy divine race. Afterwards the sight of this ring
restored my faculties, and brought back to my mind all the
circumstances of my union with his daughter.  Buot my con-
duct still seems to me incomprehensible ;

As foolish as the fancies of a man

Who, when he gees an elephant, denies

That "tis an elephant, yet afterwards,

When its huge bulk moves onward, hesitates,
Yet will not be convineed till it has passed
Tor ever from his sight, and left behind

No vt.'sl'i;l:: of 1its Presence save its footsteps.

KASYADA.

My son, cease to think thyself in fault. Even the delusion




SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING.  [aervin,

that possessidd thy mind was not hrought

i % thine.  Listen to me.

| am attentive.
KASYADA.
Menaka, the

Kuow that when  the nymph

Sukoontala, beewme aware of her daughter’s anguish in

consequence of the loss of the ring at the nymph's pool,
and ol thy subsequent rejection of her, <he

Aditi.  And

brought her and
confided her to the care of o =ooner saw her

than I ascertained by my divine power of meditation.™ that

thy repudiation of thy poor faithful wife had been caused
cutively by the envse of Durvdsas—not by thine own fault—
and - that the spell would terminate on the discovery of the
ring.

KING, Ihra vy deep breith,

Oh! what a weieht is

i.“- |'I1'II‘.'I'I]

tuken off my mind, now that my

character " reproach.

SAROONTALA. L.f.\a"f’t.

Joy ! joy ! My revered hushand did not. then, reject me

without cood reason. though I have no recollection of the

curse pronounced upon me. But, in all probability, T uneon

selously Drought i uport mysclt, when T wis so distracted o

about by any act of
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ACT VI
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SAKOONTALA ;: OR, THE LOST RING.

heing separvated from my husband soon after our marriage.
For I now remember that my two friends advised me not to

fuil to show the ring in case he should have forsotten me.

KASYAPA.
At Inst, my danghter, thou art happy, and hast zained
thy heart's desive.  Indulge, then, no fecling of resentment
against thy partner.  See, now,

Though he repulsed thee, "twas the sage’s curse

That clouded his remembrance ; twas the curse

\.

That made thy tender husband harsh towards thee.
Soon as the spell was broken, and his soul

Delivered from its darkness, inoa moment
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Thou didst regain thine cmpire o’er his heart.

-

S oon the tarnished surface of @ mirror

-

21 -t

No imaze is reflected, till the dust

£

T

P
-
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That dimoned its wonted Tustre is removed.

r

KING.

/e IS " ‘.

Holy father, see here the hope of my royal race.

;_ }':Hr.’: N ?‘n‘" c'fn('-‘.’ f’:-,f H-- .a"n'f.-mr'
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KASYATA.

Know that he, too, will become the monareh of the whole
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224 SAKOONTALA, OR, TIE LOST RING, [acT vir,

NSoon, a resistless hero, shall he cross

The trackless ocean, borne above the wuaves

In an aerial car; and shall subdue

The earth’s seven sca-girt isles.'™™  Now hus he gained,
As the braye tamer of the forest-beasts,
The

title Sarva-damana; but then

¢ o W
Mankind shall hail him as King Bharata,™ é—
- ' ) b

And call him the supporter of the world. ]

KING, i

We cannot but entertaan the highest hopes of a child for e
A\
: : - -
whom your highness performed the natal rites. v é:__
|,
> éi
ADITI. S\
1..,. >3
My revered husband, should not the intelligence be con- (-
) ' S Sk
veyed to Kanwa, that his daughter’s wishes arve fulfilled, and (:»—
~ i - : /A 0 ' .E'- A
her happiness complete 7 He is Sakoontald’s foster-father 7 f
Menakd, who is one of my attendants, is her mother, and D
1 ) (I"Ih-
tll-m']_'. does shie love hor daughter. .’:? '-?.3_
, , D Mk
SAKOONTALA. [ <dside. 2 {"1“'*‘

I'he venerable matron has given utterance to the very wish

that was in my mind.
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AUSY AT
His penanees have cained for him the faeulty of om-
niseience, and the whole scene 13 already present to his

Illil“l..‘i Cye.

RING.

.

Then most assuredly he cannot be very angry with me.

KASY AT,
Nevertheless it becomes us to send him telligence of this

happy event, and hear his reply.  What, ho there!

S

UPLL. [ Entereny.

Holy father, what are your commands :

Ll |

KASYAI'L.

My good Gilava, delay not an instant, but hasten through

-

f L

the air and convey to the venerable Nanwa, from me, the
happy news that the fatal spell has ceased, that Dushyanta’s

memory is restored, that his 1[;111;;1[1.&,'1‘ Sikoontalil has a son,

and that she is once more Lvll{lul'i}‘ acknowledged by her

Liushand.

g

A
-

A

PUPLL.

Y our highness's commands shall be obeyed.
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SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING, “ACT Vi

KASYATA.
And now, my dear son, take thy consort and thy child,
re-ascend  the car of Indra, and return to thy imperial

r-:l[nilrﬂ-

KING,

Most hnl_\.' father, 1 th'_‘.'.

KASYATA.
And aceept this blessing
For countless ages may the god of gods,
Lord of the atmosphere, by copious showers
Sceure abundant harvest to thy subjects
And thou by frequent offerings preserve
The Thunderer's friendship ! Thus, by interchange
OF kindly actions, may you both confer

Unnumbered benefits on earth and heaven !

RING.
Holy father, L will strive, as far as I am able, to attain

this ll:l]lllilli'rn‘.

KASYAPA.

What other fuvour can 1 bestow on thee, my son -




ACT VIL] SAKOONTALA; OR, THE LOST RING,

KING.

What other can T desive?  If, however, you permit me

to form unother wish, 1 would humbly beg that the saying

of the sage Bharata™ be fulfilled :
May kings reign only for their subjects’ weal !
May the divine Saraswati.™ the source

Of speech, and goddess of dramatic art,

Be ever honoured by the great and wise !
And may the purple self-cxistent god,'™
Whose vital Encergy'™ pervades all space,
From futnre transmigrations save my soul !

l Fecerent v X,







NOTES.

b Lse preserve ol
That is to say, *fhe Supreme Lovd,” a name given to the god Siva, the Destroyer s who
1s associated with Bralmd, the Creator, and Vishnu, the Preserver s constituting with them
the Hinda Triad.  Kalidasa indulges the religions predilections of Lis follow-townsmen by
beginning and ending the play with a prayer to Sivie who had a large temple in Ujjayini,
the modern Oujein, the city of Vikramfditya, situated north-castward from Gujarat,

= du these eight ﬁsi‘m\,

The worshippers of Siva, who were Pantheists in the sensc of believing that Siva wits
himself all that exists, as well as the cause of all that is, held that there were eight different
manifestations of their god, called Rudras : and that these had their types e the eight visible
forms enumerated here,  The Hindas reckon five elements,  The maost subtle is wther
(@kdsa), supposed to convey sound, which is its peculiar attribute or property (guva).  The
next element—Air, has for its propertics sound and fecling.  The thivd—Fire, has sound,
feeling, and colour,  The fourth—Water, has sound, fecling, colour, and taste.  The fifth —
Earth, has all the other properties, with the addition of smell.

S la andivice of educated awl descerwing e,
Lit. * An audience, who are chicilly men of edueation nnd diseernment.”  Few could
have been present at these dramatic representations excepting learned and educated men,
The mass of the composition being in Sanskrity, would not have been intelligible to the

vilgar and illiterate,
b Nukoentadd, or the Lost fu'r,.'_a;'.

The literal title is ¢ Sakoontali, recognised by the token or ring.”

v The prescut Swinmer seasol.

Hindi poets divide the year into six scasois of two months cach, viz.. - 1, Spring
£

Vasanta) weinmine ab e middle of March: or, according ta some, Febroary. 2,
isantal, bemunning about the nn
I




L NOTES,

Summer (Grishma) 3. Rains (Varsha) 4. Aatamn (Surnd.) 5. Winter (Hemanta,)
. Diws .:.:ii:’-im_fﬁ Practically, however, there are only three seasons in India. 1. The hot
ccason. 2. Therains. 3. Theeold weather.  In Lower Bengal and Behar, the first of these
seasons begins in March, the second in June, and the third in November.  The temperature
of the cold season is highly exhilarating, and the climate is then saperior to that of any
portion of the English year. In Caleutta, this scason continues for about three months ; in
Upper India, for about five; and in the Panjab for about seven. The rains in Bengal
proper are more violent and protracted than in Hindastan and the Panjab.  In the latter
country they havdly last for more than two months, aud even then ouly fall at intervals,
Plays were acted on solemn and festive occasions, on hinar holidays, and especially at the

chinges of the seazons,

COF fragrant Tdatalus.

The Patala or trumpet-tlower s Bignonia suave-olens,

IFith sweel Sevisha flowers.

The flowers of the Advacie Sivishe were used by the Hinda women as car-ornaments,

S King Dueshyunta,

For the genealogy of King Dushyanta see Introduction, towards the end,

Y Lhad weields the trident.

Siva is colled Pinfiking that s, farmed with a teident;® or, according to some, a4 bow
named Pindka,  Siva, not heing invited to Daksha's saerifice, was so indignant. that, with his
wife, he suddenly presented himself, confounded the sacrifice, dispersed the gods, and chasing
Yajna, “the lord of saevifice, who fled in the form of a deer, overtook and decapitated him,

10 Their waveng plumes, Hhat lale
Flutlored ahove their braws, are motionless.

The Chimari, or chowrie, formed of the white bushy tail of the Yak, or Bos yrunuiens,
was placed as an ornament between the ears of horses, like the plume of the war-horse of
chivalry.  The velocity of the chaviot caused it to lose its play, and appear fixed in one

direction, like a flag Lorne rapidly against the wind.

1L Fhee stevels of Liudra and the Sw,

That is, the speed of the chariot resembled that of the Wind and the Sun,  [ndra

was the god of the firmament, or atmosphere ; the Jupiter Tonans of Hinda mythology, and




NOTIES.

v

presided over the forty-nine Winds,  Ile has a heaven of Lis own (Swaren), of which he is
the lord; and, although inferior to the three great deitics of Hind@ mythology (Brahma,
Vishnu, and Siva), he is chicfof the seccondary gods, The Hindas represent the Sun as scated
in @ chariot, drawn by seven green horses, having before him a lovely vouth without legs,

who acts as his charicteer, and who is Arupa, or the Dawn personiticd.

12 Purid s vace

See Dushyanta's pedigree detailed at the cud of the Tutroduction.

B The queal soge Kotivneee,

The sage Kanwa was a descendant of KuSyapa, whom the Hindas consider to have
been the father of the inferior gods, demons, wan, fish, veptiles; and all animals, by his
twelve wives.  Kanwa was the ehief of a nwmber of devotees, or hermits, who had cou-
structed a hermitage on the banks of the viver Maling, and sovrounded it with gardens and
groves, where penitentiol rites were performed, and animals were reared for saerificial pur-
poses, or for the amusement of the immates. There is nothing new in asceticism.  The
craving after self-righteonsness, and the desire of acquiring merit by self-mortification, is an
innate principle of the human heart, and ineradicable even by Christianity.  Witness the
monastic institutions of the Remish Chuech, of which Indian penance-groves were the type.
The Superior of a modern Convent is but the anti-type of Kanwa; and what is Ronuitism

but humanity developing itself in some of its most inveterate propensities 7

e fm.s'yu,'u 1o Suvmea-tirt e,

A place of pilgrimage in the west of India, on the coust of Gujarit, near the tewple
of Somanath, or Somnft, made notorious by its gates, which wore brought back from
Ghazni by Lord Ellenborough's orders in 1842, and dre now to be seen in the arscnal at
Agra. These places of pilgrimage were generally tixed on the bank of some sacred steeann,
or in the vieinity of some holy spring.  The word ¢hethe is derived from a Sanskrit root,
tri, *to cross, implying that the river has to be passed through, either for the washing
away of sin, or extrication from some adverse destiny,  Thousands of devotees still tlock to

the most colebrated Tirthas on the Ganges, at Benares, Havidwar, ete.

B D!
A tree, commonly cadled Ingua, or Jivaputs, from the frait of which ofl wis extracted,
which the devotees used for their lnmps and for ointment. One synonym for this tree 15

tupasa-tare, * the anehovitc's tree!

e P ——
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16 Bark-woven vests,
Dresses made of bark, worn by ascetics, were washed in water, and then suspended to
dry on the branches of trees,
5By decy eanals.

It was customary to dig trenches round the roots of trees; to collect the rain-water.

1= s e‘f:mf’:&r}q; i,

A quivering sensation in the right arm was sapposed by the Hindds to prognosticate
union with a beautiful woman,  Throbbings of the arm, or eye-lid, if felt on the right side,
were omens of good fortune in men ; if on the left, bad omens.  The reverse was true of
Womell,

W The hard acacic's sten,

The Sami tree, o Kind of weacia ((Leacia Swine), the wood of which is very hard, and
supposed by the Hindas to contain fire.

U The dotus,

This beautiful plant, the vavieties of which, white, blue, and red, arc numerons,
bears some resemblinee to our water-lily, Tt is as fuvourite w subject of allusion and com-
parison with Hindd poets as the rose is with Persian.

Ut the Saivala entedicd,

terweayes uself with the lotus. The interlacing of its stalks is compared in poctry to
braided hair,

The Saivala (Vallisnera), is an aquatic plant, which spreads itself over ponds, and

<2 Yun Nesava=tree.
The Kesara troe (Manmwsops clengi), is the same as the Bakula, frequent mention of
which is mide in some of the Pardnus, Tt bears o strong-smelling flower, which, according
to Sir W, Joues, is ranked among the fHowers of the IHinda paradise. The tece is very

ornamental in pleasurc-grounds,

iy

W udd thal any wnton wih her were permissible,
A Brahman might marry 2 woman of the military or Kingly class next below Ding
. - . - ’
and the female offspring of sueh a marriage would belong to a mixed caste, and micht be
kowfully solieited in marringe by a man of the military class.  But if Sakoontalf were a pure

Brihanuni woman, both on the mother's and father's side; she would he inclicible os the
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wife of a Kshutri-\‘u Kin;_:, IHJL]S]I.:;';HH:L discovers alterwards that she was, in faet, thoe
daughter of the great Viswhmitra (see note 27), who was of the same easte as himsclf, though
her mother was the nymph Menaka

I trust all i wecll with your devotional rites.

MYt o reges - T - * { 1 Yo
I'his was the regular formula of salutation addressed to persons engaged in religious

exereises,

2 This water that we have browght with ws 1will serve to hathe owr guest's foet,

Water for the feet is one of the first things invariably provided for a guest in all
Bastern countries.  Compare Genesis, xxiy. 32; Luke, vii. 44, I the guest were a
Braliman or a man of rank, a respectful offering (ergha) of rvice, fruit, and flowers was next
presented.  In fact, the rites of hospitality in Iudia were enforced by very stringent regula-
tions, The observance of them ranked as one of the five great sacraments, and no punish-
ment wis thought too severe for one who violated them, It a guest departed unhonoured
from n house, his sins were to be transferred to the houscholder, and all the merits of the

Louseliolder were to be transfereed to hiam.,

i a\f.‘]}hf—jnh'nr{ tree.

A tree having seven leaves on o stalk (Eehites scholures.)

r . - . - ('
5 Jiswdmitva, wlios: _[(u.u!/_r/ auienie is Howestlea.

[n the Ramiyana, the great Viswimitra (both king and saint), who raised himscll

by his austerities from the regal to the Brihmanical caste, is said to be the son of Gédhi,
King of Kanuj, erandson of Kusa-nitha, and great grandson of Kusika or Kusa.  On his
accession to the throne, in the room of his father Géadhi, in the course of a tour through his
dominions, he visited the hermitage of the sage Vasishtha, where the Cow of Plenty, a cow
granting all desires, excited his cupidity.  He offered the suze untold treasures for the cow
but being refused, prepared to tuke it by force. A long war ensued between the king and
the sage (symbalical of the struggles between the military and Brahmanieal elasses), which
ended in the defeat of Viswimitra, whose vexation was such, that e devoted himself t
austeritios in the hope of attaining the condition of 1 Brahman.  The Blmdyani recounts
how, by aradually increasing the rigour of his penaiee + through thousands of years, Lo sue-
cessively carned the title of Royal Saint, Saint, Great Sqint. and Braliman Saint. Tt was
not till hie hind 'r.unul this last title that ¥V mJlllm consented to acknowledee his equality

with lllI‘llle nnil rlfll\ his ‘1;["“..\“.11 1nito thi ”l-l]]ﬂlnllllru] stafe, [t was at the time of

Viewlmiitea's advonecnient Lo the wwk of o soe, md whilst he was still o Kshatviya, that

P —
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Indra, jealous of his inereasing power, sent the nymph Menaké to seduce him from his Life
of mortification and continenee.  The RamAyana records his surrender to this temptation,
and relates that the nymph was his companion in the hermitage for ten years, but docs not
allude to the birth of Sakoontuld during that period.

>

= The tnferior guds, 1 am aware, are geadous.

According to the Ilinda system, Indra and the other inferior deities were not the pos-
sessors of Swarga, or heaven, by indefeasible right.  They accordingly viewed with jealousy,
and cven alarm, any extraordinary persisteney by a human being in acts of penance, as it roised
him to o level with themselves; and if enrried beyond w certain point, cnabled him to
dispossess them of Paradise.  Indra was therefore the enemy of excessive sclf-mortification,
and Tad in his serviee numerous nymphs who were called his © weapons,” and whose business

it was to impede by their seductions the devotion of holy men.

= Gawdami.

The name of the matron or superior of the female part of the socicty of hermits,  Every
association of religious devotees seems to have included a certain number of women, presided
over by an elderly and venerable matron, whose authority rescmbled that of an abbess in a
convent of nuns,

W Kusu-grass.

This grass was held saered by the Hindds, and was abundantly nsed in all their veligious
ceremonies,  Its leaves are very long, and taper to a sharp needle-like point, of which
the extreme acuteness was proverbial i whenee the epithet applicd to a clever man, ¢ Sharp
as the point of Kusa-grass.’  Its botanical name is Pua cynosuroides,

W Kurnvalka,

A species of Jhinti, or Barleria, with purple flowers, and covered with sharp prickles,

s dhe gester.

See an account of this eharacter i the Tntroduetion.

VW have wothing to cal but roast game.

The Indian came is often very dey and fluvourless.
= | o -

S Attended by the Yavana women.

Wha these women were has not been accurately ascertained,  Yayvana is properlv Avabia,

bt 1= plso aoname applicd to Greeee. The Yavana women were fheeefore either nutives of
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Arabia or Greeee, and their business was to attend npon the king, and take charge of lis
weapons, especially his bow and arrows.  Professor T 1L, Wilson in his translation of the
Yikramorvasi, where the sume word occurs (Act V., p. 2615, vemarks that Tartarian or

Bactrian women may e intended,

S the dise t.,f'.r;'ysfﬂf.

That is, the sun-gem (Strya-fednta, *heloved by the sun' ), a shining stone resembling
crystal,  Professor Wilson calls it a fabulous stone with fabulous properties, and mentions
another stoney the moon-wem  (ehandra-fdnta). It may be gathercd from this passage
that the sun-stone was a kind of glass lens, and that the Hindas were not ignorant of the

properties of this instrument at the time when the Sakoontald was written,

S Some falling Ulossom of the jasmine.

The jasmine here intended was a kind of double jusmine with a very delicious perfume,
sometimes called © Arabian jasmine ' (Jasminwn zambac). It was a delicate plant, and, as
creeper, would depend on some ofher tree for support, The Arka, or sun-tree (Gigantic

pery I ) (
Asclepias : Calotropis gigantes), on the other hand, was a laree and vigorous shrub.  Henee

I 8 gy 1 y L g

the former is comparcd to Sukoontald, the latter to the sage Kanwa,

i The mellowed fruit

OF virtvows aetions tn soie former birth.

The doctrine of the transmigration of the sonl from one hody to another is an essential
dogma of the Iindd veligion, and connected with it is the belief in the power which every
Buman being possesses of laying up for himsclf a store of merit by good deeds performed in
the present or former bivths.  Indeed the condition of every person is supposed to derive its
chavacter of happiness ar misery, clevation or degradation, fron the yirtues or vices of pre-
vious states of being.  The consequences of actions in a former bivth arve called eipdka ;- they
may be cither good or bad, but are ravcly ummixed with evil taint, In the present con-
parison, however, they are deseribed as pure and unalloyed.  With referenee to the first four

lincs of this stanza, eompare Catullus, Carmen Nuptiale, Verse 39,

S 17t flos in septis secretus naseitur hortis,
Tenotus peeor, nullo eontusus aratro,
Quem muleent auvae, firmat sol, educat imber .
Multi illum pueri, multae optavere puellae :
[dem quum tenui carptus defloruit ungui,
Nulli illum pueri, nullae optavere pucllac,

Sie virgo, dum mtacta munet,” ete.
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= The sueth pavt of thetr grati,
According to Manu, a king might take a sixth part of liquids, flowers, roots, fruit, grass,
ete.; but, even though dying with want, he was not to receive any tax from a Brahman

learned i the Vedas,

L title ondy one degree vemaved from that of a Saint.
Dushyanta was a Rigjarshi; that is, a mau of the military class who had attained to the
vank of Royal Sage or Saint by the practice of religious austerities.  The title of Royal or

Imperial Saint was only one degree inferior to that of Saint. Compare note 27,

W raeted Ly .*_'.a.esp.*'r'rd barids,

Or celestinl minstrels, ealled Gandharbas,  These beings were the musicians of Indra’s
Leaven, and their business was to wmuse the inhabitants of Swarga by singing the praises of

gods, saints, or heroes.  Compare note 11

W dn thar fierce warfure with the powers of hell,
Iudra and the other inferior gads (compare note 11) were for ever engaged in hostilities
with their half-brothers, the demons ealled Daityas, who were the miants or Titans of
Hinda mythology.  On such occasions the gods seems to have depended very much upon the

assistance they received from mortal herocs,

¥ Ervil demons ave disturbing our sacrificial rites.

The religious rites and saerifices of holy men were often disturbod by certain evil
spirits or goblins ealled Rikshasas, who were the determined enemies of picty and devotion,
No great sacrificy or religious cerbmony was ever carried on without an attempt on the part
of these demons to impede its celebration ; and the most renowned suints found it necessary
on such occasions to acknowledge their dependence on the strong arm of the military class,
by secking the aid of warriors und heroes,  The inability of holy men, who had attained the
utmaost limit of spiritual power ta cape with the spirits of evil, and the superiority of physical
foree in this respeet, is very remarkable,

W Fishnu,

Vishnu, the Preserver, was one of the three principal gods.  Fle became incarmate in
various forms for the good of mortals, and is the great enemy of the demons.

. . P
W Like king Trisanki.

The story of this monarch is told in the Rimayana. e is there deseribed as a just and
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pious prince of the solar race, who aspired to celebrate a oreat saerifice, hoping thoreby to
ascend to heaven in his mortal body.  After varions failures, e had recourse to Viswimitra,
who undertook to conduet the sacrifice, and invited all the gods to be present. They, how-
ever, refused to attend; upon which the envaged Viswamitea, by his own power, transported
Trisanku to the skie =, whither he had no sooner arvived than he was harled down again by
Iudriand the gods; but being arrested in his downward course by the sage, he remained
suspended between heaven and carch, forming a constellation in the southern hemisphere,

Y Omitment of Ustra-iool.

Fhe root of a fragrant grass (Aadrapogos wrerieaton), from which a cooling oint-
ment wis made,

W Lhe very broath of dis wostreils.

Compave Lam. IV, 20. *The breath of onr nostrils, the anointed of the Lord, was
tuken.”

Ciod of the flowery sliafts,

The Hinda Cupid, or cod of love (Kama), is armed with o bow made of stgar-cane,
the string of which consists of bees.  Ile has five arvows, each tipped with the blossom of
a flower, which pierce the heart through the five senses; and his favourite arrow is pointed
with the ediife, or manco-flower,

5 ["ou wote i Lleine wnbodiod cssenre fidiches

The five af Sied's anger.
The story is thus told in the Ramayana.  Cupid (Kama) onee approached Siva that Le
might influence him with love for his wifey, Pacvati,  Siva happened then to be practising

lml] of love 1n i

austerities, and intent on a vow of chastity.  He therefore cursed the g
terrible voice, and at the same time a tlsh from his eye caused the god's Lody to
shrivel into ashes,  Thus Cupid was made incorporcal, and from that time was eallod

“the Lodiless one,’

i Like .‘;"u'_l[;ui.'r,
Lhot ever lidden tn the seeret deptlis

OF aeecny smanlders there rwseen,

This submarine fire was callod Aurva, from the following fuble.  The Rishi Urva, whe
had gained great power by his austerities, was pressed by the gods and others to perpetiate
his race.  Ile consented, but warned them that his affspring would consume the world,
Accordingly, he croated from Lis thigh a devouring fire, which as soon as 1t was produced,
demanded nourishment, and would have destroyed the whule carth, lud not Brahmi appoared
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and assiemod the occan as its habitation, and the waves as its food. The spot where it
entered the sea was cilled ©the mare's mouth.”  Doubtless the story was invented to
suit the phenomenon of some marine yoleana, which may have exhaled through the water
bituminous inflammable eas, and which, perhaps in the form of a horse’s mouth, was at

fimes visible above the sea

M [ on L “sendeheon bears e monstor-fist.
The Hindid Cupid is suid to have subdued a warvine monster, which was, therclfore,
painted on his banner,

al ?.fuj e f'\qa" J.’ud’]h’_}dfflfijr f:f‘ ,".r: r :r,rr.i' I.f,

Hunsa-gemind, *walking like a swan,” was an epithet for a graceful woman, The Indian
luw-wiver, Manu, vecommends that a Braliman should choose for his wifee o young maiden,
whose gait was like that of o phavieopter, or Hamingo, or even like that of a young
elopliomt — The idea in the oviginal s, that the weight of her hips had eansed the peenliar
appearance observable in the print of her feet. Largeness of the hips was considered a great

beanty i Hinda women, und would give an undulatory motion to their walk,

The Madliore,

A lurge and beautitul erceper (Gartiera vacemosa). bearme whito, fragrant flowers; to

wlich constant allusion is made 1n Sanskrit plays.

S Prits to be vndted withe the 2ao.

A complete revolution of the moon, with respeet to the stars;, being mude in twenty-
seven duys, odd hours, the Hindas divide the heavens iuto twenty-seven constellations
asterisms) or lunar stations one of which receives the moon for one day in each of his
monthly journeys,  As the Moon, Chaudra, s considered to be o masealine deity, thoe
Hindis fable these twenty-seven constellations as Lis wives, and personify them as the
daughters of Daksha,  Of these twenty-seven wives (twelve of whom give names to the
twelve months) Chandra i supposed o show the greatest affection for the fourth, Rohini,
but cach of the others, and amongst them Visakhia, is represented as jealous of this partinlity,
and enger to seenre the Moon's favour for herself.  Dushyanta probably means to compare
himsclf to the Moon (he heing of the Tunar race) and Sukoontald to Visakh.

S heek ils _f'uH.

Owing to emuetation wud disuse of the bow, the eallosities on the forc-arm, nsually
cansed by the bow-string, were not sufficiently prominent to prevent the bracelet from
slipping down from the weist o the elbow, when the arm was rinsed to support the head,
This is a favourite tdea with Kalidasa to cxpress the attenuation caused hy love,
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5% Nou u.*F{u.'u.f( yites e sil.

A marriage without the usual cercmonies is ealled Gandharva, 11 was supposed  to he
the form of marriage prevalent among the nymphs of Tndea's heaven.  Tn the 8ed Book of
Manu (v, 22,) it is tueluded among the vorious wareiage rites, nnd is said to be an union
proceeding entively from love, or mutual inchmation, and concluded without any religious
services, and without consulting relatives. Tt was recognised as o legal marriace by Manu
and other law-givers, though it is difficult to say m wiat respect it differed  from unlbiwiul
coliabitation.

56 Y f'r.!'!‘ﬂy bivels doomed ;{r.r;_f'ﬂh_' o H.r'y/'}{/y ,.”}m,-,,(m,,_

That is, the male and female of the Chakra-vicka, commonly called Chukwa and Chakwi,
or Brihmani duck (Anas casarea). These binds associate together during the day, and wre,
like turtle-doves, patterns of connubial affection ; but the lezend s, that they are doomed to
pass the night apart, in cousequence of w curse pronounced upon them by a =aint whom
they had vifended,  As soon as night comumences, they take up their station on the opposito
banks of a river, and ecall to cach other in piteous cries.  The Bengalis consider theie thesh
to be a good medicine for fever,

v e :'_ﬂ'f'f'.rl Sttt P biisis,

A Saint ov Muni, represcuted by the Hinda poets as excessively cholerie, and inexorably
severc.  The Purinus and other poems contain frequent accounts of the terrible effcets of
his imprecations on various occasions, the slightest offence being in Lis eyes deserving of the
most fearful punishment.  On one occasion he cursed Indra, merely beeause Lis elophant let
fall & garland which he had given to this god; and in consequence of this imprecation all
plants withered, men ceased to saerifice, and the gods were overcome in their wars with
the demons,

WS Leopitiatary offiring.

Compare Note 25

ol f{p'\- v{l/!f\;’f}“‘!’f ¢'}n“':.nf('r_ .

Compare Note 11,

W Night-loving lutus.

Some species of the lotus, especially the white esculont kind, open their petals during
the night, and close them during the day, whenee the moon is often called the “ lover, o
lord of the lotuses,’

61 e e ri centre r{}'. thi St'.h"!‘l"-'f.fflf".'
I?i]'" wWis un i[“['“r{;l“{ |_p'||j|_-|.'[, |_4I‘ l,‘l-”r]’;l[iuﬂ. witlt the Ijilllll.l.“. s with the aueient

Persians. Perhaps the ehief worship rocommended in the Vedas, is that of Fire and the Sun.
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The sacred fire was deposited ina hallowed  part of the house, or in a sacred building, and
kept perpetually burning,  Every morning and evening oblations were offered to it by

dropping clarified hutter into the flame, accompanied with prayers and invocations,

68 s i the sacred Lece the mystic five.

Liternlly, ‘as the Sami-tree is pregnant with fire.”  The legend is, that the goddess
Parvati beine one day under the influence of love, reposed on a trunk of this tree, whereby
a sympathotic warmth was generated in the pith or inferior of the wood, which ever after

hroke into o saeved flame on the <lightest attrition,

B Hostindpur.

The ancient Dellid, situated on the Ganges, and the capital of Dushyanta, Its site is
about fifty miles from the modern Delhiy which is on the Jumna.

O oo as Yaydali Seraushithd adored,

Sarmishtha was the daughter of Viisha-parvan, king of the demons, and wife of Yayhti,
sont of Nubwusha, one of the prinees of the lunar dyoasty, and uneestor of Dushyanta.  Pura
was the son of Yaviti, by Sarmishtha,

S Aud for whose enetreling hed,
Sacred Fusa-grass is spreail.

At a sacrifice, sacred fives were lighted at the four cardinal points, and Kusa grass was
seattered around each five,

o6t Jgid.

The Koil, or Kokil, is the Tndian cuckoo. Tt is sometimes called Parabhrita (¢ nourished
by another'), hecanse the female is supposed to leave her eggs in the nest of the crow to bhe
hatehed,  The bird is as areat a favourite with Todian poets as the nightingale with
European, One of its names is *Messenger of Spring.”  Its note is a constant subject of
allusion, and is deseribed as beautifully sweet, and, if heard on a journey, indicative of good
fortune, TFverything, however, is beautiful by comparison, The song of the Koil is not
only very dissimilir, but very inferior to that of the nightingule,

¢ The peacock on the tarwn
(rases its dauve.

The Indian peacock is very restless, especiully at the approach of rain, in which it is
thought to take dehight. TIts eireular movements are a frequent subject of allusion with
Hinda poets, and are often by them compared to dancing,
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O Lhe moonlight of the grove,

The name of Sakoontald's fayourite jasmine; spoken of in the 1st Act. See page 17 of
this volume,

69 LFg-tree.
Not the Banyan-tree (Fiees Indicd), nor the Pippala (Fiews veligiosa), bat the Glamerous

Fig-tree (Fieus glomerata), which vields @ vesinous milky juice from its bark, and is large
cnongh to afford abundant shade,

W e poor fomale Chalravalko.

(,'ump:u'u note 56,

W Ll o yorng Lendril of the sundal-tree torn froi it hoie in the western mountains.

The sandal is @ large kind of myrtle with pointed leaves (Siciwn myrtifolivon).  'The
wood affords many highly esteemed perfumes, unguents, ete., and is celebrated for its delicious
scent. It is chicfly found on the slopes of the Malaya mountain or Western Ghauts on the
Mulabar coast.  'Ihe roots of the troe are said to be infested by snakes,  Tndeed it seems to
pay dearly for the fragrance of its wood, * The root is infested by serpents; the blossoms
by bees, the branches by monkeys, the summit by bears.  In short, there is not o
part of the sandal-tree that is not occupied by the vilest impuritics! —”il’.up;‘i{lt';:l,
verse 162,

W The calm seclusion of thy former huwe.

“When the futher of a family perceives his own wrinkles and gvey lair, committing the
cave of his wife to his sons, or accompanied by her, let him repair to the woods and become a
hermit)—Manu, VI, 2. Tt was usual for kings, at a certain time of lift, to abdicate the
throne in favour of the heiv-apparent, and pass the remainder of their days in seclusion,

W frequent offering to our household gods.
This was an offering (beli) in honour of those spiritual beings called ¢ honschold deities;”
which are supposed to hover round and protect houses. It wus made by throwing up into
the air in some part of the house, gencrally at the door, the remains of the morning and

evening meal of rice or orain, uttering at the same time a mayutra, or prayer.

W Tn other states of being.
Dim recollections of occurrences in former states of existenee are supposed occasionally to

cross the mind,  Compare note 37.
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P he chombertai,

The attendunt on the women's apavtment.  He s generally o Brihman, and usually

appears in the plays as a tottering and decrepit old man, leaning on his staff of office,

5 The Ting of scrpents on hifs Yhousand heads.

A mythologieal serpent, the personification of eternity, and King of the Nagas, or snakes,
who inhiabit the lowermost of the seven infernal regions,  Iis body formed the coucl of
Vishnu, reposing on the waters of Chaos, whilst s thousand heads were the god's cinopy.

e is also said to uphold the workd on one of Tiis heads,

T The chenler of the eonsoerated five,

Compuare note 61

S Theo hieralds.

These heralds were introdueed into Hinda plays something in the same manner as a
Chorus 3 and, although their especial duty wis to announce, in measured verse, the periods
of the day, and particularly the fixed divisions into which the King's day was divided; vet
the strain which they poured forth frequently contained allusions to ineidental civeumstances.
The voyal office was no sinceure.  From the Dusa-kumara it appears that the day and
night were cach divided into eight portions of one hour and a half, reckoned from sunvise ;
and were thus distributed:—Day — 1. The king, being dressed, is to andit accounts; 2. He is
to pronounce judgment in appeals, 3, ITe is to breakfast ; 4. e is to receive and make
presentsy 4. He is to disenss political questions with his mimisters; 6. He is to amuse
himself; 7, Heis to review lis troops:; 8. ITe is to hold a military council.—Niglht—1. e
is 10 reecive the reports of his spies and envoys ; 2, e is to sup or dine; 3. Ile is to retire
to rest, after the pevusal of some sacred work; 4 and 5. He is to sleep; 6. He is to rise and
purity Timself; 7. He is to hold a private consaltation with his ministers, and instruet his
officers; 8, He is to attend upon the Pwrohita or let'llil_\'-pl'iust, for the performance of
religious eevomeonies.  See Wilson's Hindic Theatre, vol, iy e 209,

i .";'f'l’fny o pivering sensation in hey ight cyelid,

Compare note 18,

S5 The protector of the four elusses af the people, the yuardian of the four ovders of the
Jirtesthaod,
The most remarkable feature in the Hindi social system, us depicted in the plays, was
the division of the people into four elasses or castes.—1st. The sacerdotal, consisting of the

Bralmans. — 2nd. The military, consisting of fighting men, and including the king himself
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wid the royal family.  This class enjoyed eveat privileges, and must have heen practicully
the most powerful, —8vd. The commereial, imeluding mevehants and husbandmen, —4th. 'I'll;e
servile, consisting of servants and slaves.— Of these four divisions the first alone has huen
preserved inits purity to the present day, although the Rajputs claim to be the re prosenta-
tives of the second elass.  The others have been lost in o multitude of mixed castes formed
by intermarriage, and baund together by similarity of trade or accupation,  With rogard to
the sacerdotal elass, the Brihmans who formed it were lield to be the chiof of ol human
beings ; they were superior to the Kine, and their lives and property were protected by the
most stringent laws,  They were to divide their lives into four quarters, diring which they
passed through the four orders of the priesthood, viz., a5 religions students, as householders,

as anchorites, and as religions mendicants,

ULt he s ploased widhe il -issorted wpions.
The gun_l Drahma seems: (o havie |-:1_i||_\‘|fil vy unfortanade lIuttJI‘irI}' HES [:lkill:_g L;[l-;n&ilh-
i iH-assorted morriuges, and enconraging them by Lis own example in the case of lis own
duughiter,

B Nunlid's \'ii’f'f't'ffjﬂ;hf e Selvavatdrd.

Nukrw 15 a name of the rod Tidea, and Sikrivataen was somoe suerod plivce of pilgrimage

where he deseended upon carth, Sachi = his will, to whom there was i_ll’l.ih{i-].ll}' 0 tertha, or
holy bathing-place conseerated at this place, whore Sakoontald had performed Ler ablutions.
Compare note 14,
S e ity Kot
Compare Note 66,
SO the diseasy or ek of empive o e bowes of Jos e

When the lines of the right hand Tormed themselves into a cirele, this was the mark of @
tuture hero or emperor,

53 ot r‘r;ﬁm'r{ m‘t‘rfpdffuu, certaindiy !

Spoken roneally.  The occupation of o fisherman, and, indeed, any oceupation which
involved the sin pf slanghtering animals, was consideved despieable,  Fishermen, butehors,
and leather-scllers, were equally objeets of seorn. In Lower Bengal the eastes ot Jalivas
and Bagdis, who live by fishing, ete., are amongst the lowest, and cke out a precariouns

livelihood by thieving and dacoity.

6 _fud hie should wot forsale if.

The great Hinda law-giver is very peremplory in vestricting speeial occupations (such as

fishing, slaughtering animals, Lisket-making,) to the mixed and Jowest castes, © A man of
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the lowest caste, who, through covetousness, lives by the acts of the highest, let the king
strip of all his wealth and banish,  ITis own husiness, though hadly performed, is preferable
to that of another, though well performed.” (Manu, x. 96,)  The sacrifice of animuls was

enjoined on the priests of the god Siva only,

ST Carp,

That is, the Rohita, or Roli (red) fish (Cypraiees volita), a kind of carp found in lakes and
ponds in the neighbourhood of the Ganges. Tt grows to the length of three fect, is very
voracious, and its flesh, thongl it often has o muddy taste, s edible.  Its back is olive-
coloured, its belly of a beautiful golden hue, its fins and eyes ved,  This fish is often caught
in tanks in Lower Bengal to the weight of taenty-five or thivty pounds.

ST dang to begin binding the floicers varnd his fiead.

It is evident from the Milati-Madhava, and other plays, that a vietim, about to be offered
as a sacrifice, had @ wreath of flowers bound round the head.

= The great vernal Jestival,

In celebration of the return of spring, and =aid to he in honour of Krishna, and of his
st Kamadeva, the god of Love, It is adentificd with the Holi or Dolb-yiitra, the
Saturnalia, or vather, Carnival of the Hindas, when people of all conditions take libertics
with eacli other, especially by scattering red powder and coloured water on the elothes of
persons passing in the street, as described in the play ealled Ratudvali, where syrinees and
waterpipes are used by the erowd.  Flowers, and especially the opening blossoms of the
mango, would naturally be muel nsed for decoration at this festival, and as offerings to the
cod of Love. Tt was formerly held on the full moon of the month Chaitra, or about the
beginuing of April, but now on the full moon of Phileung, or about the beginning of Mareh,
The other great Hinda festival, hield in the autumn, about October, is called Durgé-puaji,
being in honour of the goddess Durgh. The Holi festival is now so disligured by unscemly
practices and coarse jests that it is reprobated by the respectable natives, and will, probably,
in the eourse of time, cither die out or be prohibited by legal enactment,

Wi ot T naed after the Ko,

Compare Note 66,

S Thy five wuerring shafts.
Compare Note 47,
R The amaranth.

That is, the Kuruvaka, cither the crimson amaranth, or o purple species of Burleria,
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B My finger buruing with (he glow of love.

However offensive to our notions of gaod taste, it is eertain that in Minda erotic poctry
a hot hand is considered to be one of the sirns of passionate love. Compare Othello,
Act T, Scene 4, “Give me your hand: t1is hand is moist, my lady —hot, iot, and maist.’

W The aivy vapours of the desert.

A kind of mirage floating over waste places, and appearing nt a distanee like water,

Travellers and some animals, especially deer, are supposed to be attracted and deceived by it

Y Himaldnya.

The name of this celebrated range of mountains is devived feom two Sanskrit words, A,

tiee," or fsnow' (Lat, kivias), and dlayae, “abode.”  The pronunciation Timalaya is incorrect.

08 _ts Siva did the putson al the Delugo,

At the churning of the oeean, after the Doluge, by the gods and demons, for the recovery
or production of fourteen sacred things, a deadly poison called Kala-kata, or Hala-hala,
wits generated, so virnlent that it would have destroved the world, ad not the cod Siva
switllowed it.  ITts only effeet was to leave a dark blue mark on his throat, whenee Lis
name Nilu-kanfha.  This name is also given to a beautiful bird, not wholly unlike our jay,

common in Dengal,
97 Palaer rgf clonds,

The palace of king Dushyanta, so called becanse it was lofty as the clouds,

¥ The foreman of w guild belongig to Aoy,

The chief of a guild or corporation of artizans proctising the same trade.  Ayodhya, o
the Tnvineible (‘il}" was the ancient I':lili‘ill of Rima-chandrea, founded IJ}‘ Ikshwiku, the first
of the solar dynasty. Tt was situated on the river Sarayu in the north of Tndia, and s now
called Ouade,

ol .”_f/ aiivestors

Must drind: these qlistening tears, the last {dhation.,

Oblations to the manes of the deceased were offered by the nearest surviving relatives
soon after death; and were repeatéd once ory, according to some, twice in every year.  They
wore supposed to be necessary to secure the residence of the ’suuis of the dead in the world
appropriated to the manes, The ceremony itself was called Sraddha, and conerally consistod
m offering n cake made of rice and milk, or in pouring out water, or water and sesamm-
seed mixed, These ceremonies still take place in India, and their celcbration is marked by

3
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macrnificent feasts, to which relations and a host of Brahmans are invited, A native who
had grown rich unlawfully in the time of Warren Hustings, is known to have spent nine
lakhs of rupees on his mother's Sriudha; and large sums, though not, perhaps, equal to

the above, are still spent on similar occasions by wealthy Hindas,

W Lhe mother of the great Indra.

That is Aditi, the wife of Kasvapa, with whom, in their sacred retreat, Sakoontala was

cnjoyving an asylum,

WU Tiistingeishes the milk from worthiless watyr,

The Hindas imagine that the flamingo (a kind of swan) is the vehiele on which the
god Brahmi is horne through the air; and that this bird, being fond of the pulpy fibres of the
water-lily, has been gifted by him with the power of separating the milky from the watery
portion of the juice contained in the stalk of that plant.

M2 Miali,

The chavioteer of Indra.  Inthe picturcs which represent this god mounted on his usual
vehicle, an elepbant (called Airfivata), Métali is scen seated before iim on the withers of the
animal, acting as its driver, In the plays, however, Indra is gencrally represented borne
in @ chariot drawn by two horses, guided by Métali,

W03 Kalmient.,

A Dudtya or demon, with a hundred arms and as many heads.

0 Nrada,

A celebrated divine sage, usually reckoned among the ten patrinrchs first created by
Bralimé,  Ile acted as a messenger of the gods, !

Y9 Tinged with cclestial sandal from the breast.

The breast of Indra wos dyed yellow with a fragrant kind of sandal-wood (Aari-
ehardane) i and the garland, by rubbing against it, became tinged with the same colour.
Wreaths and garlands of flowers were much used by the Hindas us marks of honorary dis-
tinction, s well as for ornament on festive occasions, They were suspended round the
neek,

W6 The ever-blovwing tree of Nandana,

That is, Mandara, one of the five ever-blooming trees of Nandana, or Swarea, Indra's
heaven.  The two most celebrated of these trees were the Péarijata and the Kalpa-druma, or
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tree granting all desires. Eaeli of the superior Hinda gods has a heaven, paradise or clysium
of his own,  ‘That of Bralmb is called Brahma-loka, situate on the summit of Mount Meru ;
that of Vishou is Vaikuntha, onthe Himfdayis ;. that of Sivi and Kuvers is Kailasa, also on
thee Himddayas; that of Indra is Swarga or Nandana,  The latter, though properly on one of
the points of Mount Mern, bhelow Brahm&'s paradise, is somctimes identificd with the

sphiere of the sky or Lheaven in general,

Wi Jayanta,

The son of Indra, by his favourite wife Paulomi or Sachi,

VS The lion-iman's terrific claws.

Vishnu, in the monstrous shape of a crcature half man, half lion (which was his fourth
Avatir or incaruntion) delivered the three worlds, that is to say, earth, heaven and the lower

reions, from the tyranny of an insolent demon called Hiranya-kasipu,

Wi J1% jusrney o Lhe path of Paricalia,

The Hindas divide the heavens into seven Mérgas, paths or orbits, assigning a particular
wind to cach.  The sixth of these paths is that of the Great Bear, and its peenliar wind iz
called Parivaha,  This wind is supposed to bear along the seven stars of Ursa Mijor, and to
propel the heavenly Ganges,

W0 The triple Ganges.

The Ganges was supposed to take its rise in the toe of Vishnu (whenee one of its names,
Vishnu-padi) ; thence it flowed through the heavenly sphere, being borne along by the
wind Parivaha and identificd with the Mandikini, or Milky way. Its seoond course s
through the carth ; but the weight of its descent was borne by Siva's head, whenee, after
wandering among the tresses of his hair, it descended through a chasm in the Himblayas, [ts
third course is through Pataly, or the lower regions, the vesidence of the Daityas and

Nigas, and not to be confounded with Naraka, < hell;” * the plaee of punishment.”

WL e spdmned the ieavens tii feis second strede

The story of Vishnu's sceand stride was this .—An Asurd, or Daitya, naumed Baliy had, by
his devotions, gained the dominion of Heaven, Barth and Patala.  Vishun nudertook to
trick him out of his power, and assuming the form of a Vimina, or dwurf (his fifth Avatir),
he appeared before the giant and begged as a Loon, as much land as he could pace in three
steps,  This was granted = and the god immediately expanded himself till e filled the
world ; deprived Bali, at the first step, of carth; at the sceond, of heaven; but, in consideration

of some merit, loft Patala still under bis rule
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W2 [ see the moisture-loving Chdlakas,

The Chitaka is a Kind of Cuckoo (Cucrdus Melano-lewens).,  The Hindis suppose that
it drinks only the water of the clouds, and their poets usually introduce ollusions to this
bird 1n connexion with clondy or rainy weather,

13 f;‘r:/d’;‘,f‘i = 7.'.

A sacred range of mountains lving among the Mimalaya ehain, and apparently identical
with, or immediately adjacent to Kailasa, the paradise of Kuvera the god of wealth, It is
bere described as the mountain of the Kimpurushas, or servants of Kuyera, They are a
dwartish Kind of monster, with the body of o man and the head of a horse, and are otherwise
called Kinnara.

= i’
1 ]1 (N IfER

Kui_\’:tm wiis the son of Bralimi's son, Mariehi; and was one of those Patriarchs (ereated by
Brahma to supply the universe with inhabitants), who after fulfilling their mission, retired
from the world to practice penance.  Ile was a progenitor on a magniticent scale, as he is
considered to have been the father of the gods, demons, mun, fish, reptiles and all animals,
by the thirteen danghters of Daksha,  The eldest of the thirteen, his favourite wife, was
Aditiy from whom were born Indra and all the inferior gods, and particulurly the twelyve
Adityas, or forms of the sun, which represent hin in the several months of the year,  Fran
Liti, Danu, and others of the remaining twelve, eame the Daityas, Danavas, and other
dimons.

WS No sacred cord 15 tained,

The serpen's skin was used by the aseetic in pluce of the regular Brihmanical cord. This
thread or cord, sometimes called the sacrificial cord, might be made of various substances,
such as cotton, hempen or woollen thecad, according to the cluss of the woarer 5 and was
worn over the left shoulder and nnder the right,  The rite of investiture with this thread,
which conferred the title of ¢ twice-born, and corr spended in some respeets with the Christian
vite of baptism, was performed on vouths of the first three elasses (compare note 80), at ages
varying from cight to sixteen, from cleven to twenty-two, and from twelve to twenty-four,

respeetively. At present the Brahmans alone, and o few who cdaim 1o be Kshatriyas, have o
right to wear this thread. Nat long since, a Kfyath (or man of the writer caste) in Bengal,

who attempted to claim it, wis exeommunicatod,

WO dnd birds construet their nests within its foids,

Such was the immoveable inpassivencss of this asectie, that the ants had thrown up their
mound us Ligh as his waist without being disturbed, and birds had built their nests in
liis hair
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Wi o niced wo ather nowrishiment.

The Hinddas imagine that living upon air is a proof of the highest degree of spirituality
to which @ man can attain.

W Jsnfka tree.

The Asoka (Jonesia Asoka) is one of the most beautiful of Indian trees,  Sir W, Jones
observes that “the vegetable world scarce exhibits a richer sicht than an Adoka-tree
in full bloom. Tt is about as high as an ordinary cherry-tree. — The flowers are very large,
and beautifully diversified with tints of orange-searlet, of pale vellow, and of bright orange,

which form a varicty of shades according to the age of the blossam.'

W9 el with his artless sinfles
(laddens thetr fearts.

Chézy is enraptured with this verse: © . . strophe incomparable, que tout pore, on
plutat toute meére, ne pourra live sans sentiv battre son coeur, tant le potte a su y rendre,
avee les nwinees les plus délicates, Pexpression vivante de Pamour maternel.! Compare
Statius, Theb,, Book v., line 613,

“Hew ubi sideved valtus # ubi verba ligatis
[mperfeeta sonis # risusque et nurmura soli
Intellecta mihi #*

120 Tt is rrgﬂu-n.vf /H'q}ﬂ‘f!h} to ke ton il Fbj.h’}’ff.‘.}';r'.i' ahant the H'{fr al anather snat,

The Hindds were very eareful to sereen their wives from the curiosity of strangers; and
their great lawgiver, Manu, enjoined that married women should he enutiously gunarded by
their husbands in the inner apartments (antadpura) appropriated to women (called by
the Muhammadans Havam, and i common parlance i India awdar-mahall)  The chict
duty of a marricd woman's life scems to have been to keep as quiet as possible,
to know as little as possible, to hear, see amd inquire about nothing ; and above all; to
avoid being herself the subject of conversation or inquiry; in short, the sole end and object
of her-existence was to act as a good head-servant, yielding to her husbend a servile
obedience, regulating the affairs of his fumily, preparing his daily food, and superintending
his houschold (Munu X, 11, 16).  But notwithstanding the sovial restrictions to which
wonien were subjected, even in the earlier periods of Indian history, it scems probable that
they were not rigidly cxeluded from general socicty until after the introduction  of
Muhammadan customs into India, It appears from the plays that they were allowed to go
into public on certain oceasions ; they took part in bridal processions, and were permitted to
enter the temples of the gods, Sakoontald appedrs in the court of King Dushyanta, and

pleads hor own canse ; and Vasavadatta also, in the * Ratnfvaly,” holds o conversation with he
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father's envoy.  Even in later times the presence of men, other than husbands or sons, in the
inner apartments, was far from being prohibited.  See Wilson's * Ilindi Theatre,” xliii,

U Her long hair
Twined ti a single braid.

The Hinda women colleet their hair into a single long braid as a sign of mourning, wlen

their hushands are dead or absent for a long period.
12 Shines forth from dan eelipse.

The following is the Hinda notion of an eclipse:—A certain demon, which liad the tail of
a dragon, was decapitated by Vishiu at the churning of the ocean; but, as he had previously
tasted of the Amrit or nectar reproduced at that time, he was thereby rendered immortal, and
his head and tuil, retaining their separate existence, were transforred to the stellar sphere.
The head was called Réhu, and became the cause of celipses, by endeavouring at various
times to swallow the sun and moon,  So in the Hitopadesha, line 192, the moon is said to

be eaten by Rahu. With regard to the love of the Moon for Rohini, the fourth lunar
constellation, see note 53,

VS A unadoried.

That ig, from the absence of colouring or paint,

=t The power of darkness.

According to the Hindd philosophy there were three qualitics or properties incident to
the state of humanity, viz.: 1. Saitwa, “excellence’ or ¢ goodness’ (quicscence), whence
proceed truth, knowledge, purity, ete, 2. Rwas, ‘passion’ or “foulness’ (activity), which
produces lust, pride, falschood, ete., and is the cause of pain, 3, Tamas, ‘ darkness' (inertia),
whenee proceed ignorance, infatuation, delusion, mental blindness, ete,

1259 Children of Bralmd's sans,

Kasyapa and Aditi were the children of Mariehi and Daksha respectively, and these last
were the sons of Brahmi.,

136 The vuler of the triple world.

That is, Indra, lord of heaven, carth and the lower regions.  Compare notes 110, 113,

T N ham Vishnu, groater than the Self-cxistent.

Vishnu, as Nirayana, or the Supreme Spirit, moved over the waters before the creation of
the world, and from his navel came the Totus from which Brahmd, or the Self-existent, sprang.
As Vishnu, the Preserver, he beeame incarnate in various forms; and ehose Kasyapa and

Aditi; from whom all human beings were descended, as his medium of incarnat ion, especially
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in the Avatie in which he was ecalled Upendra, © Indrva's youneer brother!  Ience it
appears that the worshippers of Vishnu exalt him above the Creator,

VX The carth's seron sca-gire istes.

According to the mythical geography of the Hindas, the carth consisted of seyven islands,
or rather insular continents, surrounded by seven seas.  That inhabited by men was !_';llll_'ll
Jambudwipa, and was in the contre, havine in the middle of it the sacred mountain Meru or
Sumert, a kind of Mount Olympus, inhabited by the gods.  About Jambu flowed the sea of
salt-water, which extends to the second Dwipn, called Pliks ha, which is in its turn sur-
rounded by a sea of sugarcanc-juice.  And so with the five other Dwipas, viz., Salmali,
I{ux‘u, Krauncha, Saka and | ‘ushkarin, which are sover lly surrounded by the scas of wine,

clarificd butter, curds, milk and fresh-water,

i Bharita,

The nume Bharata is derived from the root bhsi (fero) “to support.”  Many Indian
princes were so named, but the most eelebrated was this son of Dushyanta and \‘:erntﬂlﬁ, who
so extended his empire that from Lim the whole of India was called Bharata-varsha or
Bhirata-varsha; and whose descendants, the sons of Dhritarishtra and Pandu, by their
quarrels, formed the subject of the great epie poem called Mahabharata.  The Hindas at the

prosent rln_\‘ continue to eall India by the name Bhavata-varsha,

130T, Suge Bharatn,
The Bharata here intended must not be confounded with the young prince. He was
holy sage, the director or manager of the gods' dramas, and inventor of theatrical
vepresentations in general.  Ile wrote a work containing preeepts and rules relating to
every branch of dramatic writing, which appears to have been lost, but is constantly quoted
by the commentators.
Wb Sarasicali.

The wife of the god Brahmé,  She is the goddess of speech and eloquence, patroness of
the arts and sciences, and inventress of the Sanskrit language,  There is a festival still held
in her honour for two days, about FFebruary in every year, when no Hinda will touch a pen

or write a letter,  The courts are all closed accordingly,

W2 The prrple self-cxistent god.

Siva is usually represented as borne on a bull ; his colour, as well as that of the animal
lie rides, being white, to denote the purity of Justice, over which he prosidr;& In hi-.-:- destroy-
ing capacity, he is characterised by the quality ¢ darkness, and named Rudra, Kila, ete,,
when his colour is said to be purple or black,  Some refer the epithet  purple” to the
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colour of his throat: compare note 98, Self-existent, although properly a name of Bralmi,
the Creator, is applied equally to Yishou and Siva,
Y& Whose vital ]:'m'r.r}.fh
That 15, Siva's wife, Parvati, who was supposed to personify his energy or active power.
Exemption from further transmigration and absorption into the divine soul was the

semim boweem of Hinda philosophy,  Compure note 37,
Vi By my divine faeldly of meditation.

Celestial beings were endowed with a mental faculty (called prawidhana), which enabled

them to arrive at the knowledge of present and future cvents,

V2 poseats dye whecewith to stain
The lady's fret.

That is, the soles of her feet. It was customary for Ilinda ladies to stain the soles of
their fect of a red eolour with the dye made from lae, a minute inscet bearing some resem-
blance to the cochineal, which punetures the bark of the Indian fig-tree, and surrounds
itself with the milky resinous juice of that tree, This custom is alluded to in one of
Paterson’s Hinda odes—

“The rose hath humbly bowed to meet,
With glowing lips, her hallowed fect,
And lent them all its bloom.'

See ¢ Megha-data” (Edit. Johnson), p. 32,




The following extract from the Howdbay Zimes vreached the Translator
after the foregoing notes had gone to press. It is given {iteratim, and—
in spite of the orthographical errors and Indicrous mutilation of the
story—is interesting as showing that the popularity of the Sakoontald
with the Iindds of the present day has been decmed sufficient to justify
an attempt at reproducing it on the Tndian stage.

“ BOMDBAY.
GITINDU DRRAMA.
“SATURDAY, Skp FEpruanry, 1855,

“ An outline of the play to be performed at the Grand Road Theatee this night,

“ After a short discourse between the Sutradhar (the chicf actor), and the Vidushaka
(the elown), Surswati (the Goddess of learning), will appear.  Sutradhar will call his
wife (Nati), and they will determine on performing the play of Shacuntala.  They hotle
will sing songs together, after which Nati will go away.  The play will then regularly
commence.  Dushanta Rajali will appear in the Court, and order his Pradhan (the
Minister) to make preparations for a hunting cxewrsion,  The Rajah sitting in his
earringe will pursuc a stag, the stag will disappear, upon which Duoshanta will ask his
Coschman the cause thereof: this being known, the Rajali in his carriage will proceed
further, when they will see the stag again, upon which he will aim an arvow at the stag,
The stag will run and reach the retivement of Waikhanas Rushi.  The sage will come
out of his hut and remonstrate with the Rajah against his killing the harmless animal,
The Rajah will obey the injunctions of the sage, who will proncunce benedictions upoy
him.  According to the Rishi's instructions, he will prepare to proc ced to the residence
of another sage named Kunwa, Bidding cach other farewell, the Rushi will go to
procure material for Lis veligions ceremonics.  After reaching Kunwa's place, and com-
manding his Coachiman to groom the horses, the Rajih will walk forth to the sage’s
hut.  Observing on his way thither Shokuntala with her fellow mates watering the
trees, he will hide himsell behind a tree.  Shakuntala will praise to her mates the
]?I'II\IT)' of the Keshar tree.  Charmed with l'.l\'l'l'ht':!l‘itlg her discourse, Dushanta will
try {o find ont her descent,  Shakuntala will be very much teased by 4 Bhramar (fly
hovering about ler face.  The Rajal will then come forward and ask the cause of the
disturbed state of her mind.  After a mutnal exchange of polite respeet they all tak
their seats beneath a shady tree, Dushanta will inform her oft his country and descent
whercupon they will all go to the Rushi's hut.

“ [lope there 1s a punsc.

“ A pleasing favee will then be performed.”
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SrEPHEN AustiN begs {o divect attention to the
peculiar facilities he possesses for the printing of OrreNTATL
Worxs,  IIe has numerous founts of Oriental and Roman
Types, some of the latter having been cast expressly for,
and therefore speecially adapted to, use with Sanserit and
Arabie Types.

Stepaey Auvstiy has also a large and vartons stock
of the most beautiful Roman Types adapted for printimge
Enelish Works,  The books of utility and ornament whieh
he has printed and published, have received the approval
of many of the first Scrorars, and of the LiTERary ORuans
of Ixcraxp, Frasce, and Geraaxy, e therefore hopes
that, in soliciting the patronage of Scholars and  or
Publishers, as a printer of OriexTaL and LExcrisn Books,
it will be considered that he has established s claim to
make such an appeal, by the acenracy and clegance of
the works which have proceeded from his establishment,
and the satisfaction which these works have given to

those best able to jud;.:'v of their merits,

Hertford, Adwgust, 1835
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