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TROOPS ENGAGED IN THE WAR.

REGULAR ARMY,

In CAaPE COLOGNY AND

NATAL 1IN SEPT. 1809

(N.=Natal),

CAVALRY (2 Regiments),
sth Lancers. M.

18th Hussars. N,

ARTILLERY (4 Batteries=24 guns).
vathy 67th, and Goth Field Batteries, N,
toth (Mountain) Battery, N,

INFANTRY (7% Battalions).
st Roy. Irish Fusiliers, N.
15t Leicestershire, N,
1st King's Roval Rifles, N,
and Dublin Fusiliers, N,

150 King's Liverpool. N,
and King's Royal Rifles. N,
15t Loyal Narth Lancashine,
and Yarks, L. Infy. (fone-half),

SENT TO SOUTH AFRICA BEFORE THE OUTBREAK

oF THE WAR.

(Arrived on the eve of, aor

just after the commencement of, hostilities. )

CAVALRY (3 Regiments),

5th Drigoon Guards, N. rgth Hussars. N, gth Lancers.
ARTILLERY (0 Batteries = 36 guns),
18th, 62nd, and 75th {from home). -~

218ty gz2ud, and s3rd (from India).

INFANTRY (gf Battulions),
tst Dievonshire, N,
st Giloucestershire, N
1st Manchester. N
2ndl Gordon Highlndrs, N,
znd Berkshires,

N J} Field Batteries.

2nd Rifle Brigade. N.

st Northumberland Fusiliers,
st Royal Munster Fusiliers.
2nd Yorks, L. Infv. fone half).
15t Border Regiment. N

Tre Arsmy Cores (Despatched Oct.—-Nov. 18ag],

CAVALRY (8 Regiments).
6th Dragoon Guards,
1oth Hussars.
12th Lancers.
15t [iagonns,

znd Dragoons.

Gty Diragoons,

r3th Hussars,
Huopsehold Cavalry Regiment.

MounTen INFanTrY (8 Companies),
ARTILLERY (1g Batteries— 114 guus)
G, B, R, O Horse Artillery Battéries,
7th, rath, 66th, 630l G4vh, 73rdl 74th, z7th, 7otk ath,
38th, 78t Field Batteries,
s7thy Grst, and 65th Howitzer Batteries.

InFanTRY (32 Battalions).
grd Gorepiior Gads,
15t Coldstream Guards:
and Caldsiream (Gunrils.
18t Scoks Gunrds;
anel West Sirrey.
2nd Devonshive
2n¢d West Yorkshire,
a2nd [ast Sumeyv.
2nd Roval Highlanders.
15t Ihighland Light lnf
aned Seaforth Highlanders,
15t Ayl and Sutherlnd.
=t Cameroninns,
st King's Royal Rifies.
st Durham Light Infanay.
15t Rifle Brigacde:

st Royval Tnmiskilling Fus.
2nd Rosal Trisli Riffes.

st Cornbaught Rangers,
15t Royal Dublin Fusiliers.
2nd Royal Fusilices,

2id Roval Seois Fusihiers,
tst Royal Welsh Fusiliers,
znd Roval [nsh Fuosiliers.
15t Royal S
z2nd Nomthumberdand Fus,
angd Somersetshiie Light Inf
andd 12, of Cornwall’s L. Infy.
Ist Welsh Regiment.

and Northamptopshire

z2nd Shropshive Light Inftry.
15t Gordon Highlanders.

Podal wnder Stk R, BULLER'S commamd, November ;0.

15 Regiments Cavalry.

8 Companies Mounted [nf

40 Battalions: Infantry.
20 Batteries Aruliery,

OrRDERED wUT, OcT. 31, 1500.
ARTILLERY, gth Mountain Hattery.

INFANTRY (3 Battalions).

Ist Suftolks
15t Kssex,

15t Derhyshire  (Sherwood

Faresters

ORrDERED OUT, Nov. 11, 1899 (Fifth Division).

CAVALRY:  14th Hussars,
ARTILLERY (3 Butternes).
InrFaANTRY (8 Battalions).
z2nd Royil Warwick,
15t Vorkshire,
andd Darsetshire
2ntd Muddlesex.

rath, 20th, & 28th Field Bateries.

2nd Royal Lancaster.
and Lancashire Fusiliers:
150 south Lancashine,
st York and Lancaster,

OrpereEp ovt, Dee, 4 (Sixth Division).

ARTILLERY (3 Batteries). 76th, Bist, & 82nd Field Batteries,

INFaNTRY (8 Baualions),
2nd Bedfordshire.
1st Roval [rish.
znd Worcestershire,
and Wiltshire,

and East Kent

znil Gloucestershire,

15t West Riding,

15t Oxfordshire Light Lofy.

ORDERED 0uT, DEC, 14 (Seventh Division),

ARTILLERY (3 Battenes).  83rd, 8ath, & 8sth Field Batweries,
INFANTRY (8 Battahons).
2nd Norfulk. and Cheshire,
2nd Lincolnshire. tst Fast Lancashire.
st King's Own Scott. Bord, 2nd South Wales Borderers.
and Hampshire, and North Stattordshire.

ORPERED 0T IN DEC—]Ax.

CAVALRY 4 Regiments).
17th Lancers,

Sth Hussurs.

ARTILLERY (18 Batterizs= 108 guns).

A LM, 6 T, U Horst Arullery Batteries:
sthyorh, 1pthy and, Sl gathy goth, 68th 88l Field Batteries,
43rd, 861k, S7th Howilwr Batteries,

INFANTRY (1o Battalions
2nd Grenadier Guards,
2nd Seots Guands.
dnd Enst Yorkshire,
1at Leinster
1st Worcestershire,

7th Diragoon Guards.
16th Lancers:

15t Royal West Kent
1st South Statiord.

2ntd Manches
tst Roval Sus
st Cameron Flighlanders.

Total Regular Cavalry, Artellery, and Hifangdy, Apnl, 1900.
18 Regiments Covalry, at was

strenpth about - 9,558 men, — funs,
3 Companies Moupted Infancry Leds &4 92— &
57 Hatteries (=342 suns) - = ITE200 342

H6 Battalions Intantry 86,800 . =

167726 , 34z

£y

TECHNICAL TROOPS—REGULARS.
ENGINEERS.

sth, Gth, 7ih, Sthy gth, 1oth, rith, r2th; 17th, 2oth, 231d,
26th; 2ath, 31st, 3710 38th, gand, gsth; 47th Companies.

150 Telegraph Division, st Figled Park.

A, C Bndging Battalions,  Nes, 1.2, 3 Halloon Sections.

Field Troop,

ARTILLERY.

Amwranition Colwmns—1st. 2and, 3rd, gth, sth, 6th, 7th,
Sth, gth, toth, and 1rth Division Columns ; two de-
tached columns ; 15t Brigade Division Column; Natal.

Anempenetion Parlk.

Cearpiromn Antifiery.

Eastern Division - Companies Nos: 5, 6, 100

southern Division @ Companies Nos, 14, 13, 16, 30.

Western Division. Companies Nos. 2,6, 10, 14, 15,17, 23,
ARMY SERVICE Corrs. Companics Nos. 3417, 19-35, 40-45.
Rovan Army Mepicar Corps,



i Troops Engaged in the War,

MILITIA.

(31 Battalions Infuntry = about 20,626 men.)

3rd Royal Scots: 4th Seottish Rifles,

Srd West Surrey, ard East Lancashire,

srd East Kent. 4th East Strrey.

3rdi Royal Lancaster, ard West Riding.

ath Royal Lancaster, sth South Staifordshire.

oth Roval Wanwvickshire.  3rd South Lancashire,

3rd Notfolk. ard Welsh,

4th Somersetshire, 4th Derbyshire.

th West Yorkshire, 4th Middlesex.

4th Hedfordshire, gth King's Koyl Rifles.

ard Yorkshire. 4th North Statfordstiine,

Gth Lancashire Fusiliers,.  3rd Durham Light Infantry.

4th Cheshire. 4th Argyll and Sutherland.

3rd South Wales Borderers,  3rd Lemster. ;

srd King's Own  Scottish 3rd Royal Munster | ustliers.
Borderers, sth Royal Dublin Fusiliers.

VOLUNTEERS AND IRREGULARS.
1—BRITISH.

IMPERIAL YEOMANRY. .

rst Battalion : astand and (Wiltshire), 3rd (Gloucestershire),
and sth (Glumorgan) Cos:

and Battalion: stho (Wanwickshite), 21st and 22nd
(Cheshire), and 32nd (Lancs) Cos.

3rd Battalion: gth and oith (Yorks), aoth [(Notts), and
r2th (5, Notts) Cos.

4th Bawalion : 6th (Staffordshire), 7th (Leicestershire),
8th (Derbyshire), and 28th (Beds) Cos.

st Bawalion @ rgth and 15th (Northumberland), 13th
(Shropshite), and 16th (Worcestershire] Cos.

6th Hattalion 1 17th (Ayrshire), 18th (Lanarkshire), 1gth
{Lothian), and 2oth (Fife and Forfar) Cos.

7th Battalion: 2gth OW. Somerset), 26th (Dorsetshire),
a7th (Devonshire), 48th (N, Somerset) Cos,

8th Batralion: 23rd (Lanes), 2ath (Westmoreland and
Cumberland), and 77th (Manchester) Cos.

gth Bamalion @ zgth (Denbighshire!, 30th (Fembrokeshire),
and 3ast and goth (Montgomery) Cos,

teth, Battalion : 37th and 38th (Bucks), 3oth (Berks), and
qoth: (Oxon, Cos,

vith Battalion : 23rd (E, Kent), 24th and 25th (Midx),
and 36th (W. Kent) Cos.

12th Battalion - grst (Flants), y2nd (Herts), and 43rd and
44th (Suffolk) Cos.

13th: Hatwadion @ g5th (Dobling, ¢6th and’ sqth (Belfast),
and g7th (Lord Donoughmore’s) Ces.

t4th Battalion @ sard (K. Kent), s8th (Nothumberland),
Gand (Muddlesex), and 6gth (Sussex) Cos:

£sth Badalion : s6th and s7th (Bucks), 38th (Berks), and
soth (Oxnn) Cos.

16th Dattadion : 63rd  (Wilts), 66th (Yorks.), and 7ath
(Iihlin) Cos.

i7th Batalion; soth (Hants), Goth (N. Irish), 61st (5, Itish),
and 65th (Lewestershire) Cos,

t8th Battilion . 67th, 7oth, 7ist.and 75th (Sharpshooter);

Ciis,

toth Hattalion: sisy, gs2nd, 68th, and 7ard (Paget's
Harse) Cos;

20th Battalion: 72nd and 76th (Rough Riders), and 78th
and Foth Cos:

20 Battalions, each four Companies of 116 men (one three
Lompanies) = 7 Companies=10,195 Officers and Men.

VaLuNTEERS,
One Company attached to each Battalion of Regulars,
987 mien.
City of London Lmperial Volunteers (1 Battalion Infantry,

I 4-gun Binttery Artillery, and Mounted Infantry), about
1,600 men.

11, —COLONIAL,

SOUTH AFRICA
Bechuanaland Rifles.
Bethune's Mounted Infantry,
Border Horse.

Border Mounted Rifles.
Boriler seouts,
Rrabunt's Horse ¢
15t Regiment,
and Regiinent.

British South Africa Police.
Cupe Garrison Antillery.
Cape Medieal Staff Corps,

A, B, and € Cos.
Cape Mounted Rifles.
Cape Pioneer Ratlway Regt,
Cape Police,
Capetown Highlanders,
Grahamstown Vaolunleers.
Commiander-in-Chiel’s

Bodyguard.
Diamond Fields Artillery.
District Mounted Rifles,
Dike of Edinburgh’s Rifles,
Durban Light Infantry,
[East London Police,
Eastern Provinee Horse.
French's Scouts,
Frantier Mouated Rifles.
Gatacre’s Seouts,
Grgualand East Mounted

Ritles.
Herschel’s Mounted Rifles.
lmperial Light Horse,
Fmiperial Light Infantry.
Imperial Yeomanry Scouts.
Katiranan Killes:
Kennv's Scouts.
Kimberley Light Horse,

Kimberley Regiment.
Kitchener’s Horse,
Komgha Maunted Volunteers.
Lock’s Horse.
Monumoreney's Scouts.
Natal Volunteer Brigade :
Natal Carbineers,

o Kield Artillery,

«  Mounted Iifles.

o Royal Rifles
Val. Medical Corps,
W VMol Veterinary Cps.
Neshlt's Horse,
Orpen’s Horse.
Prince Alfred’s Own Artillery.
Prince Alfred’s Vaol, Ciard,
Protectorate Regiment,
Queensiown Rifle Vildunteers,
Rhodesian Protectorate Reg.
Rimungton’s Guides:
Robert’s Light Horse.
South African Light Horse.
Stellenboseh Mounted Tnftry.
Struben's Scouts.
Tembuland Mounted Rifics.
Thorneyeraft's Mounted Inf.
Transke Mounted Rifles,
Tueker's Stowts,
Uitenhage Volunteor Rifles.
Umvon Mounted Rifles.
Warwiek’s Scouts,

Mounted Hitle Clubis
Nalhnga,
Nepuamakwe.
Ingeobo,

Tsouno,

Towen Guardsc——Dordrecht, E. London, Grliamstown,
Hoppesia, Kimberley, King William's Tawn, Kokstad,
Mafeking, Naauwpoort, Port Elzabeth, Quuenstown,

and Uitenhage

CANADA.

Mounted Infantry (3 Regimentsh: Royal Canadian TDira-
goons st and and Dattalions), and Stratheona's Horse,

Avtllery (3 Battenies): G, 13, ant E.

Infantry (2 Battalions) - 2nd and 3nd Battalions.

AUSTRALIA.

New South Wales: Imperal Dushmen (& Companies;
- A—F), Mounted Tnfantry, Infantry, and Lancers,
New Zealand © Mounted Rifles (2 Contingents); and Rough

Riders (3 Contingents),

Tasmania : Infantey and Impecal Bushmen,

Queensland : Moupted Infantry (3 Contingonts).

South Australia @ Infantry and Mounted Tnfintry.

Victoria ;. Muunted  Infantry (2 Contingénts), Mounted
Rifles (7 Companies), and Tnfantry,

W Australia s Mounted Infantry.

CEVLON CONTINGENT.

LuMspEN's FlORSE.

Lotat of Trovps (Combatants of the three arms anly),

Regulars
Militia -
Imperial Yeomanry -..

City Inperial Volunteers ...

Volunteers
Colonial Troops

Horse, Tiald, ond

Mon, Mountnin Guns,
107,726 . 342
ao.ha0™ 3 —
Len 15 —
1y b 4
—ig g, la7* L —
36,0 06* e 3
186,300 e BH

* Oitly rough estimate can be given,
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KIMBERLEY PEOPLE WAITING TO DRAW THEIR BATIONS OF MEAT IN THE EARLY MORNING 5.36 TO 7.30).

¢ ratlons were reduced tw t Ib of meat for each adult and 2 oz for each ehild, and for this supply people of all classes had 1o asaic their turn, The
_ ’ . § ¥ PEUE ¥
bouse on the right is the one ln which Mr. Laboam, the engioeer who made Kin erley’s one poweriel gun, was killed.

WITH THE FLAG TO

CHAPTER XVIIL

THE SIEGE OF KIMBERLEY,

PRETORIA.

Mistaken optimism of the Cape Government—The situation at Kimberley—Garrison—Food and water supplies—Defences—
Skirmishing commences—First days of siege—Surrender demanded—Boer proclamation garbled by the military
authoritiecs—Dodging the shells—Sorties—Red tape absurdities—Death of Scott-Turner— Non-combatants ordered to be
ready to leave their homes—News of Magersfontein defeat—Food supply restricted—* Long Cecil "—Second  bombard-
ment—RBoer artillery greatly strengthened—Shell-proof shelters—Death of Mr. Labram—Mr. Rhodes' abortive appeal
for relicf—Secking safety in the mines—The pillar of ¢loud approaches—Relief force arrives—Losses in the siege—

Results of the reliel.

was inevitable. The proximity of the town

toe the Free State and
Mistaken optimism of

Ehe: Gape Goxesnment. Transvaal kept its inhabi-

tants 1 close touch with
what was going on within the Boer republics

and opened all eyes to the reality ol the danger.
On June 12 the Mayor of the town made strong, but fruitless,
representations to Mr. Schreiner, urging that Kimberley was
defenceless, that the military force there numbered only 500 volun-
teers, and that the artillery was quite inadequate.  He begged,
therefore, for rifles and cannon. But Mr. Schreiner, like the British
Government, was blind to the danger. He assured the Mayor that
“fears of invasion from the Boer republics are absolutely grotnd-
less.” In a still later despatch he again told Kimberley there was
no ground for alarm. And though for this action he has been
bitterly, perhaps justly, attacked, it must be remembered that he
was not more to blame for his optimism than the British Govern-
ment, which had treated warning after warning in precisely the
same fashion.

O far back as June, 1899, it had been generally

recogmsed in Kimberley that war

Mr. HENDERSON,

Mayor of Kimberley during the greater part of
the siege,
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With its suburbs Kimberley totalled in 18gg9 nearly 50,000 inhabitants, and was in point of

ape Colony; in point of wealth the hrst, though the wealth was

i\
population the second city of C | .
It had grown up with the prosperity

concentrated in the hands of a small group of capitalists.
of the diamond mines, the property of the famous De Beers Company, which had its works there—
which was controlled by the man of all most hated by the Boers, Cecil Rhodes—and in which some
thirty millions of ]';I'ill‘ﬁfl capital was invested. The town was for these and many other reasons
Ilkt.‘i\-' to be attacked by the Dutch—not less on acconnt of the wealth of its mines and the resources
cll'l'lll'lllul by its engineering works than because it had once been  IFree
arsuments, sentimental, military and political, existed to induce the burghers to attempt its capture.

‘ On September 13, 18gg, Lieutenant-Colonel

State  lerritory.  Sotugd

Kekewieh arrived on special service, to take comimand

of and organise the defences of Kimberley. He had

been preceded by a number of
| The situation at - R el S A
Kimberley. hupv]l:l.l olficers. the most dis-
tinguished of whom was Major

Scott-Turner.  Already the state of things was
highly critical.  For * political reasons” nothing
had been done to secure the town, yet the forees

er were now mobilised

of the I'ree State near the borc
and openly threatening to cut the railway which
linked Kimberley with the narth and with the sea.
On the 18th the construction of earthworks and

the equipment of volunteers began, but little progress
had been made when in the hrst days of October
the Free Staters drew close to the place. It was
notorious that at this date they could have rushed
it almost without an effort, and only that extra-
ordinary good fortune which watches over the
British Empire prevented them from making the

attempt.  In early Oectober the outlying British

detachments were concentrated, and on October 12
the Boers at last actunally began the war by their
attack upon the armoured train at Kraaipan. Two

days later they appeared at Spytfontein, to the
sonth of Kimberley, broke the railway, and cut the

hota by Bttt e . telegraphl, just in time to prevent an order reaching

THE HON: WILLIAM PHILIP SCHEEINER, 0.0, 05,6, Colonel Kekewich to send his handful of regular

deamtara: o bens infantry south, and just after Mr. Rhodes had ar-
P .'I‘.:,"'r.'_'.’f' nived [rom Capetown. At this
A Garrison,

YL dedey L.-;l . - z
7 Band party, & moment the available force in

ry of an African

the town was as follows i —

REGULARS. VOLUNTERRS AND [RREGULARS,
18t North Lancashires (4 companies), 444 men. Cape 'olice (fram the north), 376 men with two 7-pouhders.
23rd Company Garrison Artillery, 43 men with six muzzle- Diamand Fields .-\r1.|l-.-r\_‘ :;“; men with six 7-pounders.
) _!ru.':-hn;_; 7-pounder guns, Diamond Fields Horst, 148 men,
7th Field Company, Royal Engineers, 51 men. Kimberley Regiment, 204 men.

Town Guan N
Repul) cB B Topimae s Fown Guard, 1,156 men
Duning the war the total strength of the irregulars  was gradoally raised il at the close of
the siege they mumbered over 4,000. Thus it will be seen that Kimberley practically provided for its
own defence. The Town Guard, however, as a raw undisciplined levy without trained officers, required
some weeks of service before it conld be risked under fire. It behaved remarkably well, and displayed

steadiness and courage. The intelligence of its members made good in great degree the want of
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PHE GUNS CAPTURER BY THE BUERS AL ERAAIPAN, WHEN THE ABMOURED TRAIN WAS DESTRONED, Dewober 120 1509,

diserpline and experience, and had 1t been tested an action it waould bably have been found to be
perfectly capable of fighting the Boers in their own way. The artillery was of wretched, antiquated
pattern, with so short a range that it conld effect hittle or nothimg agamnst the Boer cuns.  The defences
were earthworks at the most important points, supplemented by burbed-wire fences, barricades, and a
thick, almost impenetrable thorn hedge surrounding the town,  The enormons heaps of ** tailings " round
the shafts afforded fine positions for a defending force. and mines were planted in all directions,
connected by wires with our works, The Boers feared these even more than they feared our rifles.
Bul the gravest question wus the food supply.
Yot, again, that curious good fortune, which appears

in all the larger issues of this
Food and water

Snppiies. WD to h:l\‘(‘. Deer lI.l'II.I!I Qur :'-IIII'.

mntervened.  In the frst place
the De Beers Company. notwithstanding Mr. Rhodes
optnion—that war was inconceivable- had  lad
immense stocks of coal, pravisions, and arms.  In the
sccond place a handil of well-to-do inhabitants T
lareseen trouble and accumulated stores of tinned
food.  Then Kimberley did a large business in tood
stufts with the neighbouring districts, so that its m
chants had their shops and warehouses full, while in
the goods yards of the railway were tons and tons of
tood and forage, much of it originally mitended for
Mr. Kruger's and Mr. Steyn's forces, and detained by
Colonel Kekewich,  The new crop of mealies had just
been stored within the town, and large shipments of
gram and forage from the south and west had just
arrived, and the farmers had emptied their barns and
granaries to make room for the new crops. The De
Begrs Company awned great herds of cattle and oxen
lor the supply of their mployes, Lastly, when the line
tathe north was cut at Kraaipan, all the trains between

that place and Kimberley were run sonth to Kimberley,

and 1 this way nearly 1000 hags of maize. intended THE RIGHT HON. CECH KH



THE DEFENCES AT THE RESERVOIR, AND ONE OF THE GUNS

for the Transvaal, were brought from nnder the very muzzles of the Boer guns at Border Siding. Thus
a combination of circumstances and the foresight of individuals made good the negligence of two
governments and enabled Kimberley to hold out for 124 days without any extraordinary privations.
Not less important than the fond supply was the water supply. The water works and pumping
station were at Kamfer’s Dam, to the north of the town, and three-and-a-half miles from it, but the water
was drawn from the River Vaal at Riverton, eighteen miles away. So distant a point could not be held,
but fortunately in the Premier Mine at Wesselton, a suburh three miles to the east of Kimberley, were most
copious springs which the De Beers Company was able to pump for the use of the inhabitants into the
water mains already existing. To supplement this, there was also a large ieservoir for use in the
extremest emergency. Thus the citizens were spared the horrors of thirst and the results of an in-
sufficient water supply, deadly to a large town in a hot climate.
The ground round Kimberley generally favoured the defence. It was open and level, with no
commanding positions for the enemy’s siege guns. The line held by the garrison was about eleven
A miles in extent, incinding Kimberley itself, its suburbs of Beaconshield and I‘{cnil-
worth, and a strong post at Wesselton, where a number of regulars were stationed
to guard the all-important Premier Mine. The defences were connected by telephone and telegraph
with the centre of the town, where, on the lofty headgear of the De Beers mines, was built a
conning tower. On this conning tower Colonel Kekewich kept watch by day; at its foot he slept
by night. with a

7
speaking tube from ‘; KIMBERLEY. éﬁ'fs;:
] & : o Mile # Mi
his room to the |.‘e 3 1?“”“1“' J\[ll‘\..' ; / ne
. I i ] Fab
officer at the top. 5 " 7 g,
. . ¥ grmeleryre,
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that the Colonel was watching

to the defenders of the
town to repair Lo their
posts, the **hooters™  of
the mines were blown al
the outset, but it was found
that these, with their stii-
dent note of  alarm, so
terrihied the nervous among
the women that the prac-
tice was speedily discon-
tinued.

On October 15 there
was skirmishing both to the

north and
Bkirmishing com-

sonth ol
mences. :

the towrn.
On the north the DBoers
seized Riverton and cut the
water pipes. A reconnoi-
tring lorce went out from

Kimberley, but speedily

COLONEL KEREWICH,

Elnutemant Calonel |
s He wa t

Inniskillipgs nid in
L lsnt
1 was

jodnod the

' n in -
secretary (o the commandes-in-chiol ab Madis

C‘/():.'z'?zg Kownd. 371

those committed to his charge.  As a signal

| ||[| "”“

ll\\l

FHE CONNING TOWER, DE BEERS MINE

|1
ll'

LWL Porles,

retired as the Boers were in some strength.  On the
south a train pushed down to Spytfontein station,
ind was fired upon by the enemy with three guns,
but without sustaining any damage.  That same day
martial law was ]nm‘l:limuri. and a mixed militan
and civil court was ;|]n|)-|||11u| to Lry offenders. A
curfew law was put into force, and no one was
allowed out in the hours of darkness. The place,
[Il-\\"l‘\'t"l'_, was [ull ol _‘-\]:it‘:i. who gave the Boers full
information ol every movement. It is even said
that at the close of the siege an underground wire
was traced from one of the Boer positions to a house
in Kimberley, from which the inhabitants promptly
fled. This would explain much, as, while the Boers
knew eyverything of our doings, we knew httle or
nothing of what they were about.
On the 18th the police detachments from Vry-
burg and Fourteen Streams returned to Kimberley,
effecting thetr retreat with great
First days of sicge. 5 g : :
skill. I'he FPourteen Streams
men retired from their camp by night. leaving lights

burning in the tents. At dawn the Boers surrounded
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Majur Liodls-Sevincur I'r. Emartt A, Rhodes

Mr. RHODES AT FORT RHODES, KENILWORTH,

the camp, and poured a terrific fire into it for two hours. Then with awe, expecting to hnd a sea of
corpses, they sent a native into it to reconnoitre. Great was their chagrin when they found that they
had been simply wasting their ammunition, and that the birds had flown. The early days of the siege
were pleasantly exciting to the great mass of the population of Kimberley. Rumours of all kinds passed
from mouth to mouth: nothing was too absurd to be credited. Only two days after communications
with the south had been broken a great crowd gathered round Beaconsfield station, as it was said that a
gigantic naval brigade had engaged and beaten the Boers at Spytfontein, and was on its wav to their
relief.  Little was seen ol the enemy ; an occasional sniping interchange of fire was the only sign of the
Boers' presence, thongh, as a matter of fact, Free State commandos to the strength of four or five
thousand were in the neighbourhood. We have already pointed out the enormity of the mistake
made by the Boers in laying actual siege to the town, instead of working south along the railway
and invading Cape Colony, when they could have cut the place off every whit as effectually from
hope of relief.  But their hatred for Mr. Rhodes led them to sacrifice everything to his capture;
at a very critical moment Kimberley and Mafeking were the conductors which attracted the Boer
lightning and transmitted 1t h.‘af‘ﬂl]uﬁd)' to earth, thus preventing the storm in its full fury [rom
wrecking the defenceless Cape Colony. Mr. Rhodes, perhaps, did not at the time realise the value
of the service he was rendering by thus acting as a bait to the enemy: but it is now manifest and
indisputable—recognised by the Boers themselves. His arrival at Kimberley was one more instance
of that miraculous good fortune which the history of the war shows to have been always on our
side.  Thongh great friction arose between him and Colonel Kekewich, and though notoriously his
eriticisms did not help to the maintenance of discipling, his presence and his energy made themselves
strongly felt.  Without him the De Beers Company would scarcely have co-operated in the way it

did. Except in his quarrels with the military, he set a fine example, viding out boldly round Kimberley,

in defiance of the Boer sharpshooters. He equipped regiments, started reliel werks, made =oup for
the poor, and in a hundred ways rendered assistance to the defence. He telegraphed home that he
felt as safe as in Piecadilly, and when a correspondent asked him what he would have done had the
Dutch captiured him on his way up, he answered, characteristically: “ Oh, I should have asked them

to give me a horse ; it is not at all the weather for walking.”

w

October wore away in trifling rmishes, in one of which a Boer commandant from Boshof was
killed, e had been in Kimberley just before the siege began, and had sneered at the small defence

force, remarking that it would be a nice mouthful for the Boers to swallow. So far. though the enemy
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was slowly closing in upon the town, the population suffered little except from the absence of letters
anel news. DBut on November 1 great alarm was caused by a terrific explosion near Dronfield. The
Boers had blown up the De Beers’ stores of dynamite, which, at the demand of the Town Council,
had been moved out of Kimberley, It is probable thar the explosion was cidentally caused, as
the enemy. is hot likely to have wasted so much valuable war material. Next day a smaller magazine
of dynamite blew up m the same direction. On the grd the Boers attempted to carry off the De
Beers” cattle, and, though driven back, managed to secure a fow head of oxen.

On November 4 Commandant Wessels sent in a demand for the surrender of Kimberdey. “1In
case your Honour should determine not to comply with this demand,” proceeded hizs summons, 1
redey Harianad hereby request your Honour to :||1_nw al women and children to leave Kimberley,

so that they may be placed out of danger, and for this purpose vour Honour is

granted time from noon on Saturday, November 4, 1800, to six a.m. on Monday., November 6. 1860,

It v HALL, KIMBERLEY
Rafugees from the suburcbs congregated o the space in front of this building
[ further give notice that during that time T shall be ready to receive all Afrikander families who

wish to remove from Kimberley, and also to offer liberty to depart to all women and children of other
nations deswouns of leaving.”

The terms of this proclamation were not made public. Instead, a garbled version was published,

ronning  as  follows:—"*Head Commandant Wessels, of the Western Division
Boer proclamation  Byroher Force, O.1.S., having made known to the Commandant, Kimberley, that
garbled by the : - . s ; 0
military authorities. Ne 15 willing to receive into his camp any Afrikanders who are desirous of leaving
Kimberley, the Commandant hereby gives notice that any persons accepting
this invitation will not be allowed to enter Kimberley on any pretext whatever as long as the
siege lasts."

It was obviously, both on military and humanitarian grounds, important that as many of the
uscless mouths as possible should be cleared out of the town. Already the disaster at Nicholson's
Nek was known in Kimberley, so that it was evident that the war would not be the short and easy

16"
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business which most men had at first anticipated.  Yet the message of the l*‘nu.-.1 commander, thus
distorted. offered no safe conduct for British women and children, and Hitllllt':l]l;. is lurms were not
accepted by them. Moreover, Suppression of the fact thal an opportunity ol removing l!lt_' not-
combatants had been given led to unjust and unmerited attacks at l?mm- upon the l;‘m'-r.-: for lllc?r
inhumanity in pouring shells upon women and children. If fault is to be found \\'Ill.l anyone, it
must be found with the military authorities at Kimberley. On Nt‘uj.ﬂﬂhﬁl' 6, the period of grace
having expired, the Boers opened fire, but merely pitched two shells into the town. Probably these
were intended as a further warning of what was to come, since, on the 7th, the snemy ln-.-g:.lm a anuch
heavier fire, directing their projectiles, which were of g-pounder calibre, at tlu;" ]‘runml-r Mmtr. Here
they did no damage whateyver. Twe or three shells fell in the I.:wn.. but with s0 little effect that
a_u-lri.ah policeman, close to whom one exploded, took no more notice of the thing than to ask:

Phota by Deale, Bloemfonien,
FREE STATE COMMANDANTS

Atorney), Snawpoel, Steen

nknmy, Ferreamn, Fick, Polgister, YWessels, Dy Loig, Van der Mecwe
‘ s, Mol Prostdent Steyre Olivier, Prinsloo, De Villlers
row.—FPrinsleo, Viun Zyl, Du Flooy, Lubbe) Nuadl

* Begod, fwhat -will they be playing at next:™ On the rith the enemy began to give more altention
to the town, and their shells fell in 1t

right and left, but, fired 4t extreme range from small guns,
did httle damage.

One Kaffir woman was struck in the streets |_J_\ il 5|}'|im~_!r and killed ; a Duteh
woman died of terror when a projectile landed near her house, and a Dutch cab-driver had his arm

broken and one of his horses killed. It was noted with curious interest that in these early days of

the bombardment the Dutch and the Boer svmpathisers suffered most, in injury both to property and
to hfe. Al the week the bombardment contmued with much the

same result.  There were some
almost miraculons escapes |

for example, a shell fell into the Oueen’s Hotel, just missing the dining
room where thirty people were at dinner, and exploded i the pantry, killing only two cats.

Again,
the shells were falling about a houvse, when its inmates left the room i whicly they had begn sitting
and went to the door to look out. Hardly had they dene so before a shell burst in the room, wrecking

it. A woman lying ill was not hurt by a projectile which burst in her Ledroom.
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THE BOEHRS FIRING THE FIRST SHELL AT KIMBERLEY

“Our men,” writes Dr, Ashe, from whose deeply interesting diary of the siege most of these

facts are taken, “got quite expert in dodging the shells. You heard the gun boom, and a few

igling diin 3Hals: seconds after the ‘whiz® of the shell came, and you ducked close under a wall,
or earth-bank, or shelter of any sort that was handy, and then the shell burst;
immediately everyone in the neighbourhood tore [rantically towards it to pick up the pieces, for which
there was a ready sale.” The moral effect was by no means great, The correspondent of the Daily
Telegraph tells us: “No doubt there was secret terror and alarm in many a household, but out of
doors the people behaved exactly as T have read of their doing doring the bombardment of Paris.
When they had got over their first shock of surprise and trepidation they looked upon the Boer shelling
much as they would have

daone upon an exhibition of
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ATION
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and smaller pieces fetched atything from 2s. O, to 155" To the Boer weapons the wretched little

British 7-pounders conld make no effective reply.  Thelr range was too short to do any execution

Al through November at intervals il ‘
British sorfies were made,  Colonel ‘
KRelewich has ex-

Sorties, I-].uil::"l that his [,:_”_

was alwavs to keep the enemy on th

alert and it canstant fear of attack rom

Muenoe the el Anto

Kimberlsy

afnexpected gquar-

ter, and thus toode-

tarn as many bBoers

as possible to watch
the town, Had the
carrison  remained
perfectly  Inactive,
opposing  only  a
eSSV e defence. the
Boers could  have
§ DAM AFTER 1TS EVACUATION BY THE BOERS

moved all their force
sonth, except a few bhundred men. On the 1ath 250 mounted men, under Major—who was now acting
Laeatenant-Colonel—Scott-Turner, reconnoitred towards RKamfer's Dam, and had a sharp skirmish, chiefly

interesting for the enormous amount of ammunition fired on each side without result. I'he British

troops fired 2,500 rounds, wounding six Boers; the Baers 7,500 rounds, with a bag of one Killed and
one wounded: On the 16th an attempt was made to rush a Boer redoubt to the south of Kimberley,
but the Boers, warned doubtless by traitors, were on the alert and repulsed the attack, inflicting a
loss of twelve, Early on the 25th Scott-Turner led another sortie, which, like (h otliers, was almost

resultless, except in its long list of killed and wounided thirty-five in

all—and in the capture of thirty three Boer prisoners of the Bloemhof

commando. The men were all low-class Trapsvaalers, except one or twa

The most remarkable feature of the skirmish was a charge

cecuted by the Kimberley Light Horse and
Cape Police upon a Boer redoubt. The men
had never before uzed bavonets or ey

them 1o their hands, and, at thi

very moament when the assault was

cant wis =__'i'.i=||;' them

instructions in  the rudiments of
their employment. Severul of the
troopers  actually attacked with
their rifle I one i..ll'u‘i and baveonet
in the other, displayving the most

magnificent courace.  In this affair

F*hilt. fennelt

Scott-Turner had his horse shot BOER SHELLS i INTO RIMBERLLEY

under him i Bimself sostained
a slight wound., He had already cquired a reputation for ereat bravery amaong his men, but, though
the Colonials were ready to follow him. they thought him

rash.  Rightly ar wrongly, it was said that
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men were Usdng the bayonet for the et tlme. aod withoot any experisnee of IE as o weapon
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he neglected scouting and reconnaissance, as did most of ous ofhcers tl]::a'l,'-tli‘_"lnt the war, and to
this he probably owed the subsequent lose of his life.  Still he was so gallant, so kindly, so popular an
officer that none wortld (riti.-i:;:.- him. I

the search-lights, whieh had night after night called into the
darkness to the south for mews, with their signal ceaselessly repeated, * M D," *“M D" at last elicited

i anawer. Out of the darkness flaghed < K 15,7 “ KB the eall for Kimberley,

On the night of November

Had-apeBbeuvdleoe and tonech was established. All waifed breathlessly [fur news, after which the

torwen hunwered with a desire born af more than a month's severance irom the outside world.,  Yet it

was not till two or three days later that this flippant message, the first transmitted, came througlh

[ o R
R 4
gl | e T
A 2 R )

“ Ascertain number on forefoot of mule

ormitted in Capetown return.”  Comment

is superfluous, but the incident was most

unfortunate.  Respect for the British
Army had been steadily declining among
the Colonials, and this want of imagi-
nation—ifor such we must suppose it was
—caused penuine bitterness, succeeded,
as |1 WELS, [l‘. d Q['Jll'!ﬂl” announcement

i the garnison orders to the effect that

‘owing to the loss throngh death of
one mule attached to the 23rd Company
W.D.R.AL this animal is struck off the
strength of the Company.” The same
orders contained no mention of the brave
citizens who had suffered death or wounds
i presence of the enemy, It is quite
characteristic that Ladysmith made the
same complaint of ridiculons and trivial
messages, and that there, too, as at
Kimberley, news was systematically with-
leld. [t is dlse characteristic that when
Lord Roberts reached South Africa he
1'?|:II'_L:':'-('1 all this.

To divert the Boers’ attention from
the attacking force, a great sortic was

planned for the 28th.

Death of Scott-
Turner.

- 1ssued from Kimber-

Hhoto &y Hangor, Kivikeriey

[Fifteen hundred men

Ia | three coliimns e = strone
FOUR LEAIMNG DEFENDERS. OF KIMHERLEY ley in three columns, each 500 strong,
Fuirner (skiod on-cight), € e hnder the supreme command of Colonel

Lisstonant M

Turner. The advance was made towards

Carter's Ridge, and Wimbledon to the south of the town. The centre column attacked three Boer

redonbts without any adequate artillery preparation.  The first and nearest redonlt was rushed without
serious  diffienlty, and a quantity of gunpowder, 1 wapgon-load of shells, and a laree amount of
clothing captured. Then, in the face of a tremendous fire, the second and third works were stormed,
but only with heavy loss. Inside the third work it was seen that a fourth redoubt remained. ir
which the Boers had a gun. Purning to the deveted handful of men that he had so gallantly led,
Colonel Turner cried: “My men, 1 want to take the next fort and to get the gun., Will you follow
me? " They said they wonld; but at this verv anstant he was shot dead, and the force left without a

leader, Complete demorahsation resulted: by some mischance the appeal for remnforcements of the
officer who stucceeded Turner never reached Colonel Kekewich, so -that the British foree had 1o retite

as best it could.  Luckily the Boers did not attack, but twenty-two British were killed and twa more
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died of their wounds. Many of those killed were simply riddled with bullets, and it was said. with
what truth only the Boers know, that the enemy killed off those of the wounded who remajned
alive after the battle.  The death of Scott-Turner cast a deep gloom over the town. He was buried
on the following day, the 2gth, amidst universal demonstrations of sorrow.

Meantime, late November and early December passed in anxietv and growing privation. ['he
military anthorities, as was reasonable and necessary, took over the food supply and placed the city
on an allowance of meat. This caused some gzrumbling amone the civilians, whose attitude of criticism
had been encouraged by the incidents already mentioned. No news was eiven out till it was weeke
old ; thus the townsmen did not

know the result of the Modder
River battle till sixteen days after
it had been fought. They heard
the roar of the guns bombarding
Magersfontein on the eve ol the
Highlanders' fatal assanlt ; they
heard the still louder thunder of
the battle all the 1rth, and made

I'Ifélt'l_\' {#] \\'L‘ll:!_”'l]l_‘. []'IL‘, []'N!Jl]:—:.
But no troops came; instead,
there arrived the painful intelli-
gence  that

Non-combatants if Kimberley

ordered to be ready to
leave their homes,

were  reliev-
ud, the non-
combatants must be ready to
depart in what they stood in.
They were to abandon everything
—houses, praperty, and clothing
—and to go they knew not where.
No order provoked such a storm
of indignant resentment. [t may
have been necessary from the
military standpoint, but the fric-

tion between the 1'|li|i-'_:||"‘. antho-

rittes and the public of the fown

was  thereby oreatly  inereased,

Mr, 1“11’_7:_]|':‘-. \\llu El;u| Pressed

the
home aunthorities  anxiously

relicf, at the time when it was
rot !'l.‘:{“)' needed, remonstrated

strongly against the order, Had

attempts been mace o carry it

out, the consequences might have

been grave. A civil population  jer stice of e
. ¥ - signaliors waorkod
must always suffer tereibly with

war i its midst s but here the people of the town conld have no refuge, since Capetown and the villages
of the Cape Colony seaboard were alrgady overcrowded with penniless refugees from Johannesburg.
The first news of the Magersfontein defeat came to the garrison from the Boer signals, which

Nashed on {he very afternoon of the battle the exuoltant message—** We have
News of Magersfontein :

detint smashed up your fine column.”  When the tidings reached the people of

Kimbertev, which was not tdl davs later. it convineed them that the siege wonld

be a longer, more serious affuir than they bad thought at first, There were no more sorties—on
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Decembier g thers had been a brush with the cnemy al Kamfer's Dam, which was the last skirmish
there was 4 deacth of aews: and of mcident: The military

<ITI||
ration ol the latter

foneht till the very end of the sico
reculated the allowane
quarter ol a l|.'-|;||.l a4 tlay for adults and halt

under twelve. The supply of all sucli luxuries as wilk, condensed milk, and

of vezcetables as well as of meat; thi

Food supply as much for ehildren

was now o
restricted,

}u'\.l"l\“(-”-.; ey conld only be ii'\-'i]l'll | 58] mvalids on a doctor's "Il|"!.

butter was governed by sever
pumber of invalids. Vegetables were

Consequently there was a sudden and surprsing inerease in the

rimaing. very short; a shilling only purchased **hve carrots, nong of them big, four small parsnips, and
nine beetroots, nope of them as g as a big padish "—a three davs' allowance for four people. e
military anthorities from an early date in the siege had reculated all prices: they now “eommandeered
and retaied them themselves—sometimes making an exorbitant profit, which was netthier

supphies
less, nor generous to the citizens., Early in the

st o I|I-. IIn_:lI'.!I]I:-. \\l.'- }|.|-| been |I.i:n§ ||1'.l|]|

new vear loiseflesh was issued for the first time: and though no one went anto raptures over it
it was soun found to be palatable. A good story is told of Colonel Peakman, the commander of the
n connection with its first appearance. That day at the officers” mess

I\.J.'|15|:1IN ! ||i|Hl||[|Il lorces,

to get all our ration in beel to-day, and

he said: ** Gentlemen, 1 am sorry that we were unable

had to take part of it in harseflesh. This, which [ am carving, is beef, the horse is at the other
end, and anyone who prefers it can help himself.” All chose the supposed beel. but when they

the Colonel -|:|!.[n'llt_\. exclaimed ; "j;_\ _|tr'.'\'_ gentlemen, 1 fnd 1

had made an excellent dinner,
have made a mistake in the jomts; this is the horseflesh, and the ather is the beell”
According to Dr. Ashe, if he had not known what his ration was, he could not have

e
distinguished it from beef. It had a slightly different taste, and was darker in colour, but was

“tender and good enongh for anything.”
Grave difficulties arus. as to the feeding of the natives in the town, At the ontset there were
from 12,000 to 15.000 of them. and though there was plenty of corn stoffs for them, such a diet

without any vegetables was fonnd to canse terrible outbreaks ol

scurvy.  As vegetables were essential, Dr. Ashe set to work to

find & remedy. It occurred to him that the leaves of the thorny

aloes round the town, when boiled and fermented, would make an

xeellent anti-scorbutic drink.  The experiment wis made, with the
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best results: later still the green shoots from the vines at

get 8,000 ** Raffirs ™ ot of the town and throush the Boer lines.

Apparently the Boers wanted them to work on the fortifications
at Magersfontein and elsewhere. as previously thev had turned

back all wha attempted to

get aut of the town. Anather step
taken by Mr. Rhodes was the starting of great reliel works for
the poor of the place.
During the weeks of dull and listless monotony. Mr. Rhodes
and the De Beers Company in other ways came r.u- the
af the defence.

Ass1stance

“Long Cecil.”

381

. at Kenilworth were issued as a kind of salad,
But about this date the native trouble was greatly alleviated by Mr. Rhodes, who found means te

MARTTIAT LLAW,
T S

- > -
o all Suad and Fichets.

PASS
— ﬁ'ﬂ A o

AMttrwr, Thmn Cinard

T T e e

ﬂ#’gw-f £4g 118

The head of thi

De Beers engineering works was an EIMBERLEY.

:\ll]t'l’it.‘iill rmmul !-il]rl':ml. a man ol

reminder trom

I\Illllr1".- 8] -:h:-

M

Enemy.

great distinction and resource in his SIEGE SOIJP Even earlier, he had

profession. In November he constructed
a laree cold storage room, and started ik
making shells for the British 7-pounders, Town Hall Depot,

which projectiles were stamped © with

been anxious t

TR l=-

facture & powerful gun
s as5-to annoy the Boers

cHectually, but the mili-

C. J. K's, compliments,” as a Kindlh FUUR PINTS. ¥ tarv donbted either his

capacity or the

= Kimb2rley Supply Committe.
PERMIT TO PURCH. SEZ DBREAD.

twenty-four days of unremitting work.

making of the weapon the workshaps were constantly under firc

studied all the

practi-

cability of carmyving out

so id not encourage him.

Rogistersd Mo. 7.0 /4c the offer, and =¢ o
g .
(8] Ql i) ever, none the less he set to work in December,

H -

books he could get on gunnery

and a file of Engineerimg, and prepared drawings.

His rough maternial was an ingot of stecl, 10d feet
: e, = 1 et e e e e et - hie
S B L e f et long and’ 1o} inches in diameter. From this
. \S'—A)r’f'.lw ..J(Z’ ]11.- (.‘.'i""ll.lil.ir"|| he .‘rcmln.i make a 4'1-inch gun firing
: j y = . 28-1b.  shells. Special tools  were constructed

i b pernndted o 7 Yo dnves of frefui_,‘br ) i 3 . . )
ok 7. e 5600 for the rifling of the gun, and hnally “ Long
i s Cecil,” a breech-loading weapon of  origimnal
’,{V }Zﬁ/&/{m i S = s
G Lesiter. design, mounted upon a carriage made under his

orders, emerged from the De DBeers shops, after

During the

. It was very trving.”™ writes a

Kimberley engineer, *“for a man to stay at work at a lathe or other machine, hearing shells bursting

i the least whether the next

all around and not knowing
would come inside or not.” On January 1g, at last, th
gun was ready for tral, when its extreme range, to the
delight of all, was found to be 8.000 vards. On the 2ird
it was handed over to the military ; it fired from first to
last 255 shells in action.  Its appearance astonnded the
Boers and was an extraordinary monument to the skill
and fertility of resource of the distinguished De Beers
engineer,
Meantime, the Boer artillery had increased in number
and in power. On Jannary 24 began a second and fa
more serious bombardment with nine
Second bombardment.
rz- and 15-paunders, stationed all
round the town, On this and the two fllowing davs no

less than goo shells were thrown into the place, but withont
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causing any serious loss of life. The daugliter of the first man killed in the Rhodesian rebellion was
amone the vietims: in another house the wife of a volunteer and two small children were badly

burst close to a native working at one of

wounded., Tliere were some very narrow escapes. A shel
the mine heaps, riddled his hat and left him unharmed, Another borst under the bed of an Indian
woman who had just been

i confined and set the bed-
ding smouldering, but did
not harm her.,  Another
dropped down the chimney
of a house and burst on
the hearth, but with so
little effect that a woman
in another room oid not
know what had happened.
“No one can imagine the
relief it was when the
shelling ceased,” writes Dr.
Ashe. “Ii was not alto-
gether a question of fear;

b he  knowledge that

DIVINE SERVICE IN THE NATIVE QUARTERS. L knowledge t

The negroes (0 thedr native land, a5 in America, throw them with great fervour into their devotions.  The Saoday \\'hl’_‘l"L‘\-’t_‘l' vion dare, a 5[](-:[]
rest from labour and from bombardmeny lefe them at liberty to worship In peace 2

may drop on you at any
moment, and that you have to do your work all the same, does not much exhilarate you.”  Yet all
went bravely about their work, and few gave way to panic. Bomb-proofs were in a few instances
constructed for the women and children, though not systematically or at the order of ‘the military
authorities.

Meantime, alarming reports were current in the town to the effect that its reliel would not be
attempted in the
immediate {uture.
Lord Roberts had
already telegraphed
this message—

“Hope 1 shall not

be compelled to
leave you i the
lurch'—for so dark
was the situation
that it seemed
more troops might
be needed in Natal.
The favourite
scheme, too, of an
imvasion of the
Free State from the
south was again
engrossing military
attention. It was
supposed that this
must infallibly draw

off the Boers from i > . = —_—

Kimberlev.  Such LONG CECIL* THE

wasnot Mr. Rhodes’

v MANUFACTUREDR AT THE DR BEERS COMFANY'S WORKSHOP
r George Laboam, nogineer to the Comp

¥ nd aesignive o the gun, smnds with bls arts of

Lo o the swheel, Mo Labram was
iubsatgiandy filled by a hundeed:ponnder stell fnow room of i Litand

{ L
Horal
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belief, and with the instance of Mafeking as a touchstone, it is now certain that he was right.  Many

hard things have been said of hir for emphasizing his conclusion and for the

= appeals which he made to
Lord Roberts to effect an early relief,

But there has always been a not unnatural tendency for men
to. clamour for special attention to be shown te the particular field of war in which they :1r.r_- present,
and 1t cannot be denied that the loss of Kimberley would have been a terrible blow fo the J‘ir'iii:,h Cause.
After the second bombardment, there were rumours tha another and fiercer one. with heavier

weapons, would be tried, and the rumours proved to be well founded, On February 7 the roar of a

big gun was heard he : * There was "
g & ¢ eard in the town. Fhere was a big boom,” say ", Ashe
Boer artillery greatly . b . : - X '8 i ST D ke
strengthened. then a tremendous whiz somewhere over or near the house I was in, and then.
by and by, a good big boom when the shell burst.” For some days the Boers
had been busy mounting a 6-in. Creusot, which with ease threw shells just under oo b, in weiglt,

charged with melinite, into every part of the tewn. This terrible weapon shook the earth so that the

CASTING SHELLS AT THE DE BEERS WORKSHUOPS

seismograph, five miles distant and five feet under ground, clearly indicated when it was fired. No
shelter had been prepared against its prodigious bolts, which tore through walls and houses, spreading
terror and destruction. “ All day long,” savs the correspondent of the Daily Felegraph, “* the inhabitants
were kept in a perfect agony of nervousness, for the shells came at such uncertain intervals that it
was not safe to leave the shelters for five minutes. T myself while at the club had a rather alarming
experience.  About three o'clock in the afterncon a big shell pierced the side wall of the entrance

lobby of a photographic studio, smashing a portrait of Mr. Rhodes, and toppling over same specimens

of our locally-manufactured 28-pounder and z-pounder shells which were on exhibition in a glass case.
The projectile, encountering no further resistance, madeé its way into the strect, and bursy into many
pieces 1 the roadway. One of these fragments, weighing 13t b, ecrashed into the verandah of the
club: opposite, considerably splintering the woodwork, and a smaller piece hit one of the members in the
leg.  So tremendous was the shock of the explosion that all who were in the club at the time

believed for the moment that the shell had burst against the building. T made my way out through
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the blinding smoke, and found the street full of people, who had escaped in the maost marvellous

manner with their lives, and were now scrambling as eagerly as children for the fragments of shell.
A scared mather came elbowing
her way throueh the crowd hold-
ing in her arms a lhttle baby
bleeding at the neck.  The poor
woman was half demented with
anxiety and terror, but the httle
one was happily more [rightencd
than hurt. A local barman was
in hie bedroom in the upper
story of an hotel, when he heard
a shell whistlhing overhead, He
put his head out of the window
to see where the shell was going,
and was almost mstantly decapi-
tated. Twao iron |'J:Ji||!ir]-_;~' Occu-

pied by Chinamen were con-

pletely telescoped, and how the
accupants IﬂflI‘.:l;{L’L' o get out 1s

a mystery, but the affrighted

Celestials, white as a sheet, PNl Ay
Ql"!l[']("rl AWy ‘_-I'lll'lt.'lll"l\\' I”’\L‘ rats WHAT A HUNDRED-POUNDER SHELL DID
+ e : . ' i Effects of it= explosion In Markul Squire, Kimberley.
leaving a sinking ship, and,
strange to say. they were perfectly uninjured.” The shells played strange, ironical tricks. A patient
of Dr. Ashe's jestingly asked him to prescribe a dranght which would make his knees feel stronger when
the gun went off. The next instant there was a heavy boom and a shell”landed in the shop next to
the patient, all but destroving it.

On February 8 shelters were made by most people.  They were holes dng in the ground with an
opening away from the gun, covered over with balks of timber, iron, and earth. But the intense heat

of Kimberley in the summer made these réfuges almost unbearable, and tortured the women and children

beyond endurance. A sys-
tem of

signal-

Shell-proof shelters.

ling was devised by Colanel
kekewich to tell the in-
habitants when to run te
earth,  On the conning
tower a bugler watehed the

gur, and dircetly he saw
the puff of smoke sounded
the alarm and waved a red

Iii'l“

ot

From the time of the
smoke being seen to the
arrival of the shell there
was a period of fifteen
seconds, if a sharp look-
out  was  kept. Other
watchers were stationed in

other  places to  sound

whistles ani ar S o
FHE SEVENTH AND BIGHTH KEDODHTS 0 S I il hammer iron
o of lnversed trueks from the min bars which were suspended

Partly ma
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as a cheap kind of bell, and the noize af which could be heard for a long distance. The Boers

fired chiefly at the conning tower an the De Beers shaft. at the Town Hall, and at the Sanatorinm,

But their marksmanship was so bad that they never
hit their target ; thev did, however, succeed in producing

where Mr. Rhodes had taken up  his quarters.

a state of great alarm amongst the civilian
population.

On the oth the town had one of its sworst shellings.  The Boer method was to point the eun ar
some particolar target—for instance. the conning tower—and fire six or eight shots

as rapidly as was
passible.  Then while the bio

2 weapon was cooling down, they slewed it raund and would fire
direction. There were again some AMAZINE escanes,

in another
One of the gg4-1b. shells fell into a reom where a

lady was in bed, bruised her shightly,
broke the bedstead, and buried itself

in the foundations of the house with-

out exploding.  Had it exploded it
would have wrecked the house and
blown her to hits. The last shell of
the day inflicted an irreparable loss
upon the defence. It entered a bed-
Déath-cF Mr. Labrary: TOON of the Grand

Haotel where Mr.
Labram, the De Beers envineer, was
dressing, exploded and mangled him

most  terribly, killing him instantly,

but without seratehing

&=

1 native servant

who was in the room. Death seemed to
have marked him as its own, for before
the day an which he was killed he had

had several of the narrowest escapes.

I

[Fhata by Hennetd,

HOW THEY LIVED IN KIMBERLEY DURING THE BOMBARDMENT

i T raph show oo Ilage ¥ yperty’ of the De Beers Company
Fantilles slelterlng in bomb-proal dug-outs, The lower photograpl shows o "mecel oillage " on the proporty i
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roth the bombardment continued, buf yery languidly, The reason was that

laced as near as possible to the eun, and whenever the Boer artillerymen
Several

1 moment, they found themselves the target of a dozen rifles.

chowed themselves even for ¢ | : .
artillerymen were killed, and M. Leon. the French engineer of the Creusot Company, who in defiance
: bambardment, was severely wounded. What would

On the morning of the

picked marksmen had been p

of France's outward neutrality was directing the
said, we wonier, had Lond Armstrong,
evening, however, just as Mr. Labram’s funeral

Frenchmen have in the Madagascar war, despatched a Lritined

expert to direct the Malagasy artillery 2 In the
rocket went up from one of the houses in Kimberley,
Several shells fell close to the procession ; others crashed in and round
each moment to be their last. <1 felt so M

was leaving the hospital, « and instantly the big

gun started a most rapid fire.
the hospital where lay the sick and wounded, expecting

jat my heart stopped beating each time. from the bugle eall till the erash, and

said one of the patients, “t

then it went on with a leap that nearly suflocated me. | think that dreadful mght took ten years off

[Photo by Hinbis, Kaeniey,

THE S0UP KITCHEN AT THE DE BEERS CONVICT STATION.

ot Kepllworth, and relalled at cost price, . per q
5, who, with Goplain Tyson and D Smartt, orgianised

The = Onp Wi
The provp on the left of

tables supplied from the De Beors gardens
up of e photos ) Mrs. B
the kitchen, The soup was carried ro

Ane rs. Hochefort Magpirs and Mr. B
y sbown in the background

my life."" And thus the burial service was said in the darkness over one who had stood bravely to

his post in the hour of danger, with death and destruction on every side—to the accompaniment of
the boom of the gun and the whiz of the shell, the crash and flare of its explosion, and the heavy
metallic clatter of its splinters as they fell all around.

So great was the alarm caused by the gun that on the morning of the roth Mr. Rhodes and the
Mayor of Kimberley had addressed one more appeal to Lord Roberts, which, however, the military
authorities refused to transmit lest it should bring to beur upon the Field-Marshal pressure which he—

a man of cool and deliberate judgment—would be unable to resist, The message was in this wise :—
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* Kimberley, February 10.—On behalf of the inhabitants of this town e respectfully desire to be
informed whether there is an intention on your part to make an immediate effort for our relief. Your

Lroops have been for more than two

months within a
Mr. Rhodes' abortive

appeal for relief

over twenty miles
"*?‘.-# from Kimberley, and if the Spytfontein

hills are too strong for them there is

distance of little

an  easy approach over a level flat.
This town, with a population of over
45,000 people, has been besieged for
120 days, and a large portion of the
inhabitants has been enduring great

hardships. Scurvy is rampant among

the natives; children, owing to lack of
proper food, are dying in great num-
bers, and dysentery and typhoid are
very prevalent.  The chief foods of the

-
e T
- o A

e I whites have been bread and lorse-

[Photo by F. Poge, Kimberley flesh for a long time past, and of the
BREPARING MR RHODES' CHRISTMAS PUDDINGS FOR THE TROOFS blaaks! wieal 4nd malt onli: “These
I]FL!‘I_{G]liPF‘“ we think vou will agree, have been borne |'};|[ig;-:]tl}-' and without U?I'I]pli\il]l |'.\' [I';u PCW"L‘.
During the last few days the enemy have brought imto action, from a position within three miles of us,
a 6-in. gun, throwing a roo lb. shell. which is setting fire to our buildings, and 1s daily causing death
among the population. As you are aware, the military guns lere are totally inadequate to cope
with this new gun. The only weapon which gives any help is one of local manufacture. Under these
circumstances, as representing this community, we féel that we are justified in asking whether
you have any immediate ntention of instructing vour troops to advance to our relief. We under-
stand large reinforcements have recently arrived in Cape Town. and we feel sure that vour men
at Modder River have at the outside rooon Boers opposed to them. You must be the jn_:_I;;._A as to

what number of British troops would be required to deal with this bodv of men, but it is absolutely

necessary that relief should be afforded to this e —

place.”  Instead of this, it was intimated to

Lord Roberts by the military authorities that 0’ e e ﬂ
] o ) [ ]

Mr, Rhodes was anxions to surrender, if the town S\
could not be at ance relieved. This was scarcely f

a fair construction to place upon his representa- OWNERSOF HORSES a.ﬂdMUJ-‘ES

tions, but his qunarrels with Colonel Kekewich e tablo o 1 ght ring purposes
r siau e

terms with the other. The [riction between the %-e :]t'IHWtEd to bI'lJlP.' %I%S%A%g
S ol ashin; ton

military and civil elements was daily increasing. and FR%E%&E.G].S noon AgOOd

Lord Roberts replied to the distorted version prioe foi. fat ﬂnjma:ls :

of Mr. Rhodes’ message in these terms :—* [ beg Th i 5 ~

' e amount agreed upon at the

you to represent fo the Mayor and to Mr. Rhodes time Of purch&se Wll]. bg pﬂ.id ou

as strongly as yon possibly can the disastrous every Thursda.y morning betweern

4 ; ) ; :
and humiliating  effect of surrender after so the hours of 9.30 and 1130' at the
prolonged and glorions a defence.  Many days |"Pown Hall.

cannot possibly pass before Kimberley will be

were such that now neither was on speaking

By order,

H. V. GORLE, Major,
! Army Service Corps.
{ Kimberley, January 26, 1900. |

£ -

relicved, as we commence active operations to-

| 5%y

morrow. Future military operations depend in
a large measure on your maintaining your position

a very short time longer.” FACSIMILE OF AN OFFICIAL ADVERTISEMENT
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SERVING RATIONS T0O THE LANCASHIRES DURING THE S1EGE OF KIMRRRLEY,

The latter part of this message. at Mr. Rhodes’ instigation, was published to the inhabitants, to
console them and nerve them to the sternest endurance under the hail of shells from the 6-inch

gun.  Meantime, Mr. Rhodes took steps, in view of a more terrible bombard-
Seeking safety in the

R ment on the 12th—Sunday, the 1rth, being, as was customary with the Boers; a

day of truce—to place the women and children in security. A notice was issued
advising them to proceed to the shafts of the Kimberley and De Beers mines, when they would be
lowered into the mines. 2,500 people availed themselves of this offer, and the work of lowering was
accomplished rapidly and withont misadyenture.

On the 1z2th, rath, and 14th the shelling continued languidly. All these days eurious clouds of
smoke were seen in movement to the south, and from time to time firing was heard in that direction.
[ntense exeitement prevailed, as no one could gather exactly what this portended, and hope long
deferred had been succeeded by the resignation of despair, Anxiously these mysterious clouds were
watched and their cause debated. Na oné in Kimberley had ever before seen a great army on the
march, or known that a pillar of dust is the first indication of its approach. In that clear atmosphere
the duost raised by the hurried march of the tens of thousands of British troops could be seen at a
vast distance. The pillar of cloud moved always northwards—towards Kimberley—and in this
fact there was reason for bright anticipations of rescue. On the r4th there were other signs that
something of great importance was happening to the
south, Far on that day it was found that the

L}

Boers had abandoned their strong position at Alex-
—

andersfontein, four miles from Beaconsfield.  The

place was at once wvccupied, and a few hours later

ND.CHILDRENWHO DESIRE 1
COMPLE TE,SHELTERTQ.PROCEED
I TO.KIMBERLE cAND.E- PEERS!
,SHAFTS THEY.WILL,E.E’* oWEREDS

four Boer waggon loads of stores walked into it and

were captured, A large amount of welcome loot, in

the shape of butter, vegetables, meat, and poultry,

was captured, but the Army Service Corps promptly

impounded all it could get—and rightly, as the siege
might still be much prolonged. One man, however,
carried away two ponnds by tving it on his arm,
and bandaging the arm in a sling, as though he had
been wounded.

Alexandersfontein was reinforced, as it was fearod
that the Boers wonld attempt ils recapture. On the
afternoon of the 14th the columns of smoke to the

PLACARD SENT ROUND THE TOWN BY MK RHODES,

Some 2500 persons avabled thunselves of the {nyviadon,
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VIEW OF KIMBERLEY FROM R

south were much nearer, and seemed
to be all round the left flank of Magers-

fonteém, Hope re-

The pillar of cloud a1 e
approaches. vived. bot was not
yet very confident.

With the morming of the Ijl]t the

Boers vigorously attacked Alexandersfontein. The Boer small guns poured i oa heavy bre, and on

the right the Pritish were hard pressed.  Then. in a moment, miles awav a clond of hersemen was
seen upon the veldt. If they were Boers the situation was hopeless 3 Alexandersfontein must be rushed
and captured. The little 7-pounders were trained on them as they galloped forward ; the Union Jack

was run up; all made ready to do and die. But looking, it grew clearer and clearer that they were

uniformed and khaki-clad. The air rang with cheering; the Boers took to headlong flicht, and

Rallit Torct ssete: Rimington's Scouts came dashing into Kimberley at the head of General French's
advance.  In a moment, almost withont notice, Kimberley was relieved.  The
great news spread rapidly.  From the De Beers and Kimberley mines emerged hundreds of women
and children, “like rabbits from their burrows,” and Kimberley spent a night of intoxicating joy,
for ever freed from the terror of the great 6-inch shells. l

The town had not suffered in loss of life s much as might have been expected during its

124 days' siege.  As officially returned, the casualtics among the combatants were 38 killed,

ALENANDERSFONTEIN:
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By Order,

H V. GORLE, Major, ASC
Kimberiay, Décember 26, 15830 4035

PROCLAMATION OF De
publishied in the

REDUCED FACSIMILE QF THE cietabet 26, 1800,
Repulatdng the supply of leod in the beleaguered town, as
Ihamidd Firedds Aldvertiies,

Sufferings of the Besieged, 301

made ereater

justified he avoid-

The deaths

200 a week

ravages. civilians

period of

The mortality was

amang  the

averagod during the last

the s

Losses in Lhe siege.

greatest among (he natives

anel among babies and children, the firs: suffering
from scurvy and the
last from the want of t |
fresh milk.  In all, the :

Ty

deaths  were [.“-'1.{, of

whom 161 were Euro-

pean aduolts. Typhoid,
dysentery, and scurvy

steadily increased as the

food supply was more

and restricted.

Most

haps, of the

Iore
distressing, per- !

casualties, ; l

though making no ap-

PEAFAnCe upon paper,

were the cases where Mayat of

wormen and children lost
therr

reason from er fricht. The death rate
dren mounted with alarming
%iit.".!,‘i_:

the

Wds {02 per

. 844.

ALenyg the small el
real stringency of the
December.  In October

uncer one vear

rapidity when the

began to be felt—in
rate for children

thousand ; s November, 3305 and in Decembe

For lus valiant and skilful defence of the
town, lLieutenant-Colonel Kekewich was  most
deservedly swomoted  a Tull

Results of the relief. y P " o
Colonel.  His position was

an awkward and difficult one: but the difficulties

were  as  much
within as without
the town. The

!['ILL:I{lgI_:I:]L'I'Jt l'_l'sr i

}-”‘_L:l' Civi ]'lllllu-
lation in a lort-
ress — and such

had

unexpectedly be-

Kimberley
COMe—Is  never
aneasy task, The
Colonel made his
dispositions  ad-
mirably: with a

caution which

events amply

CHAMIER, R.A,

LIEUT CULONEL
Seeandd In command pnder Colonel Kekowich.
ed all dangerous
and it is possible that the casnalbies

and so many

adventures,

in the sortie in wlich Scott-Turno
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of the parmson lost their lives, were inenrred because his orders were not obeyed to the letter.

Though he may have seemed cold and

stern, and though his staff did unques-
tionably make mistakes in matters of tact,
his services were great and undeniable,
and he had the infinite satistaction ol
ket ng the Hag 1'3_\i:|-_;. For the Boers
the siege brought notinng but chagnn
and disappointiment.  They sacrificed very
much to take the town, and they did not
take 1t. It was saud that there was no
time when they conld not have rushed it;
but, with the |j:.;|rl which the war has
shed upon the stopping power of the

modern magazine nfle, this is at least

BRITISH MaAXIM AT OTTOS
KOPJE, NEAR RIMBERLEY
doubtful. The younger
Boers are known to
have importuned Cronje
to permit them ta make
the attempt ; his answer
mvitriably was that the
republics could not af-
tord to lose men, fathers
and heads of families,

in such an assauli.

[n  armiving  at  this
decision he was, with-
out doubt, greatly affected by his knowledee of the complete failure of the attempt to carry Lady-
smith on January 6. ‘
Colanel Villebois
Mareuil, the French

Jl]i]n]'.-}lu'.l', hewever, had
matured and was pre-

P:LIIIH_; Lo, carry out

plan for stortming Kini-
b rl:-_-.u at  the very
moment  when  Lond
Roberts began his e
tations for iis relief,
Nuturally  the ioers
could not execute this
plan, but if they had
made the attempt, and

even if by chance they

bhad succeeded. theis




[FEB. 15, 1900.] Lhe Boers [ Jisappoiniled. 2

losses mnst have been enormous, since the magazine rifle s mven to a small foree of men Lehind

well-designed earthworks the power of stopping almost anv assault, The enetmny might
e 1 have lad o Lietter chance of l'r:!Jl}.\r”i'!_‘_’_" the surrende af the \il_'. bl they '!l-.':_:|1|| thet

Bombardment with the G:inch wcun earlier and coneentrated every available heavy Weapon

against  the place A

month's vigorous shelling

might quite conceivalily

EEEUE <Ii'llfll1['=|.l.“:l-‘1 that
\'niill.'h oW |- l.ll:‘!_’lllll
shelling fiiled to effect,
But the truth is that they
never credited Kimberley
with the ililil_\' bt resist
either a prolunged si o

or 4 short bombardment ¢

they reckoned, in fact
RUITOITS Pat without Colonel Keke-
ol ob Klnberley

I!_-H ancl sty

i thebeat Sit e hohe pletute v Jooes Sreer.  wich, for whose singular
capacity they did not
make due allowance, When week after week passed, and monpth after month, and the town stil held
put, rage succeeded confidence, and blinded the Boers to the expediency of a prompt retreat from
their positions to the south of the town. Indeed, not the least of thy many services which Kimberley
rendered to British iT]['.':l'r.'ﬁli, was that it wias the direct cause of the presence 5 Cronie at ‘\I.'I‘_"I rsfontein,
and the indirect one of his
defedr at Paardeberg.,
As amilitary achievement,
the defence of |\'frr||-r‘r]r.-_'. will

always oceupy un hononrable

place in history,  Without an
adequate assistance from th
Governments responsible  for
the  safety of the town, witl
only . handl of trained sol
diers to protect it [rom attack,

its  defenders L proyised

earrison, and its inhabitants contrived
to  procure food sufficient to CATTY
them through a four months' siege.
Ihe difficulty of the delence was in-
| ocreased by the perfect intelligence
whieh the enerny could ;!lk'..l_'.'-: olitam
of all that wns happening within
HEata by M R . the town, from trators and Duteh

CARNARVON HOSPITAL, KIIBERLEY, WITH THE MEN WOUNDED [N THE SORTIES  Sples
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The Bridsh prisaners |n tha bands of the Borrs were ly arcomn

v = aulside Freworls Abont the end of {1e vy Tt
enclosurs wis prepted for them a C y=ar 1649 a fresh

CHAPTER XVIII.
THE TRAPPING OF CRONJE.

Importance of capturing Cronje's force—The Boers evacuate Mageisfontein—The British Army moves in a new direction—The

Sixth Division gives chase—Fight st Klip Krnal—Converging movements—Cronji's retreat int reepted—His fatal cholce

He entrenches himsell at Paardeberg— British  positions—Whe commanded 3 -Preparations, for battle—A  frontal
attack inevitable—The enemy tries 1o hreak out—Atlempts to rush the Boer position—Loss of Kitchener's Hill— British
casualties—The battle a mistake—An armistize demaneed and refused—Lord Roberts surives— The circle elosed—T he

Boer shelter-pis.

“—LTH the rehief of Kimberley the first of the Grand Army’s tasks was accomplished ;
but the second, the more difficalt and infimitely more important work of capturing
General Cronje's army yvet remained to be achieved. Probably Lord Roberts had

caleulated that his turning movement, from its excessive wideness. wonld at frst

l:-:(_'.':IJt! ]hl_' IIIZJT.iCI (lF

the enemy, and thus

avoid the risk of pre-
maturely alarming the Boers.  But what
would happen when

Importance of captur- . 3 :
B PR General French with

ing Cronje's force.
his cavalry reached

Kimberley, and the infuntry divisions
occupicd the line from \Waterval Drifl
to [\'|i|1 Drift, could not be ac ||:‘:|I|'-1I\
foreseen.  If Cronje were wise, il he dis-
played the insight of a great general, aban-
doned his baggage, and marched post
haste along the north bank of the Modder
to Bloemfontein, he could scarcely be
stopped. If. however. he clung to his
wageons, there was hope of sorroundine
him. since the ox and  mul WHEEONS
used in South Africa are not ciapable of
travelling as fast as good infantry upon

veldt roads.  And the well-known reluct-

ance of the Boer to part with such valy-
able assets as waggonsand their teams was

a point in favour of the British general. Hareylipg horsss te(le frant
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BOER POSITIONS AT MAGERSFONTEIN AFTER
FHEIR: EMACUATION:

Whendawn of Felbiruary 16 broke, Cronje’s
army was beginning its retreat npon Bloemfon
tein from the Magersfontein position, Generall
French and his horsemen were resting round
Kimberley or chasing the Boers to the north
[ the town, and the Sixth Division, under Generals Kelly-Kenny and Lord Kitchener, was holding
Klip Drift, where skirmishing had been proceeding all the 1sth with small parties.
Boers evacuoate

Magersfonteln, of the Boers flying from Magersfontein or left behind by General French's il

and daring movements.  As the day rose over the limitless brown plain, all eyes in

the British camp at Klip Drift were turned towards the west and north—towards M wersfontein, whose
kopjes loomed up in the grey light, and towards Kimberley, in which direction General French had
vatished.  Then out of the twilight came the first clear sign of an army on the march, To the

north a great clond of dust was seen moving slowly

over the plain. It leaded north-castwards, so that it

condd not be from General TFrench. 1t was, in fact, the

dust raise 1 by Cronje’s qu00 men und 400 Wagenns,
As wyet the precise direction of his retreat could
not be aseertained, but all probabilities pointed te the
Liet that he was moving towards the main road from
Rimberley to Bloemfontein, which crosses the Modder
a short distance aboye Klip Drift. at Klip Kraal Drift.
If so. ke would strike into it at Klip Kraa

. Another
pussibility sas that he might follow the river as far
&3 Koodoesrand  Dirift, still hicher ups and then tom

north to Boshof. But such 4 move was unlikely, as it

would uncaver Bloemfontein in the presence of a powerful
British army, and expose it to Casy capture.

The moment it was realised that Cronge was in
retreat, the most vigorous measures were taken to arrest

him. Lord Kitehener telegraphed

The British Army
moves in a new
dlvection. Roberts, and despatched messengers

the all-important news to Laord

to General French, summoning his
cavalry to the wark of heading off the enemy.  The

Seventh Dixision was ordered to }1||_»-.]| one

ol 1ts two BILLY MUFFITS GOAT
1.)l'l}:fll11"-: 10 l\||1, ]}I-l:’I and "'“I'I"'” “". Hi.‘:lh' .[I“. rll‘!ll'l’ ‘ot oal afthe Scoty Vil (abon fromy the Tioor Lrenches ot

Magernlaiitofs
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A Greal Movement on Quarter Rations. 3
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the Ninth
concentrate at Wegidraai; to be ready to advane

i whatever direction might be ordered. No mGre

Division was {o

could be done till the exact conrse of Cronje's
retreat had been ascertained, for it was not Vit
certain that the column of dust veiled his whole

force.  The army was thus to effect a rapid wheel

to the right, instead of continuing its northward ad-
vance.  But not only had the divisions and brigades
at an hour's notice to change the order and direction
of their

movements:  the Fi':ll‘l:‘:j:rlli columns :|[1-:|‘

without which in that barren melancholy land men

and horses must have been starved. had to alter all

their arrangements. It is said that Tord Robs rts;
before hie ordered the new dispositions, sent for the
mdefaticalile head of the Army Service department
with his force, and asked whether he could snardntes
full supplies during the movement. **1 cannot. sir.”
“ No,
*Duarter-
“Well,” said Lord Roberts,

“ [ think they will do it for me,"”
But

was the answer.

“CHelf 2

rations 2

“ Three-quarter rations 2"

sir.’” “Teannot answer forit."”

”' \-l‘h. S1E.""

and he w
less determined, a less beloved eeneral n trhit
well have shrunk from running so inmense a tisk or
from laying so terrible a burden upon the physique
and endurance of his men. PFor what if the

maove
fatled —if, reinforee-

and

W=

as was quite possible, leavy

ments reached the Boers from Colesbere from

Ladysmith— and Lord Roberts' force severely

HORSEBACK

statvation were piled upon  the agony of defear 2

I=
t|l'-Fh'l.".r1' exertions could make _L‘lull.I. It
during a most trying and arduons week,

el

tonl:

with the
to
harey and delay the
The

monnted mtantey wer

NMeantime, Kitehener

Sixth Division immediate

.*'-ti'|'?-'|

The Sixth Division

dives chase. Boer  retreat,

despatched at their best pace to get nto

touch with Cronje’s colimm amd work to

the north of it. catting it off from Boshof.

The Thirteenth Brigade under General
Krox marched rapidly along the north
bank of the Modder— whicl river, to the

east of Klip Drift and between that point
and Klip Kraal Drift, bends sharply to the
north—with the abject of getting between
the encmy and the imp:-rl:‘mi series of
fords n the

bereg,  The

netghbonrhood  of  Paarde-

Fiehteenth  Brigade undes

200,000 rations of beel, and biseuit,

handled, as all the British armies had been in the

previous weeks of war? And what if the hotrors of
The loss of the nnmense convoy on the Rict. with
and forage, was one which, at this [uncture, only the most

meant short conumens lor every one of the officers I men

A THIITCH ANCTION
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General Stephenson advanced behind the Thirteenth, On thewr lm.‘ the I:r':t.'l'r‘\ .mn.du counter-prepai-
rations to delay the Bntish attack. A strong rearguard strove by vigorous skirmishing to compel the
continual {il‘}lit.‘_;'llll'lll of our men, alwiays retiring  before it could be closely engaged.  There were few
casualties incurred in this lrritating work, but time wis galned by the enemy.

Towards 11 4. on February 10, the Boers were compelled by the weariness of their waggon teams,
exhausted by the prolonged march in o suffocating cloud of dust under a broiling sun, to ].I;I.“. ot I)I'i.r].’“t
Farm. which lay balf-way between Klip Drift and Klip Kraal Drift. Their rearguard seized a position
on some I{lll'l_|l_‘?;.l\\'l_l miles further to the east, from which, after prolonged shelling by the Sist Battery,
it was driven back to Drieput. IHere
was a yet stronger line running along
a series of kopjes north-westward from
the river. Already signs of Boer distress
were manifest.  Here and there waggons
had dropped behind and had fallen into
the hands of the Sixth Division, the
men of which pressed forward with all
the more ardour and eagerness as they
realised what a splendid prnize was
slipping  from their grasp. Perspiring
nnder o sun whose rays beal down upon
their heads awvith all the Aerceness of the
lE|~|\i\':~. ;_::|r~']-ill;,: for breath i the dense
red cloud of dust which choked mouth
and  nostrils and  cansed a  torturing
thirst, not to be assuaged by the few
draps of the tepid muddy fluid, called
wiater in the Free State, that remaimned
in the water bottles, the men of General
Knox's  splendid  Dbrgade of infantry
marched  magnificently in pursuit. It

wias the sorest

and  sternest  trial  of
British endurance that had yet Deen
inflicted in this war, thouwh it was as
nothing to the efforts which were to
follow. So fearful was the fetor and the
heat 1 the long column, so extreme
the want of air i that burning simoom,
tossed up by the trampling feet of thou-
sands, that for all their pluck and zeal
mMen every moment l[![‘}J}.’{_‘ll overcome

to the rear.  And close upon the march, ke

he raised and
ipfolotedd to hie

Major-Goneral, 139y

merging into it without intermission of

tine, came battle, feree determined battle
with a redoabtable enemy, superior in force, but to be held fast at all cost.  Men dying with thirst
passed mnto the firing line to die of bullet and shell wounds., In the memory of those whe fought

through this and the followine days, the scene dwelt with but the shadows indistinctness of

SO
awtul nightmare; heat and dust. and hunger and thirst, and showers of bullets, cambining to torture

and madden suffering men till it seemed that there was no limit to huma

n agony.
Against the Drieput position the British troops deployed in yery apen [ormation. On the right

Fight at Klip Kraal, “:“:'“ t].“' OxfOrdshires, in the centre the West Riding battalion—keen, valiant
Yorkshivernén from the moors and looms of that far-off county, which has ever

prided itself upon the bravery of its sons—and on the left the Gloucesters. The Past Kents felnted on
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the right, to cut the Boers off from the river: the Sist Battery plied the southern end of e encmy's
position with shrapnel; and the mounted infantry in the river bed and on its banks endeavoured to turn
the Boer flank and to get in between the Boer rearguard and the convoy, which was now, after its
rest, resuming its retreat.  The enemy had good cover: the British force was not markedly superior in
numbers and was particularly weak in mounted men and guns, without which little could be wc omplished.
Frontal assaults under such circumstances had been strictly forbidden by Lord Raberts, with an eve to
what had happened at Belmont, Enslin, and Modder River. Al that resulted from the British

attempts to work round the fanks was a persistent interchange of Are—a featureless battle, destitute

of episode and incident. As the afternoon

went on a naval gun joined in from the south
bank of the river, firing at long range upon
the encmy. The East Kents were now mioyed
| across the rear of the British line to its other
fank, and directed to feint agamst the Boe
right, as no impression could be made on the
enemy’s left. In this quarter the monnted
infantry were checked and driven back by
the Boer fire, the detine colonel of Kitch-
| ener's Horse, Captain Vaughan, receiving a
| severe wound, notwithstanding which he ket
. Colonel Macdonald,
m command of the British artillery, was

his place in the fiel

also severely wounded. Night fell upon an
| indecisive field, and the British had won
no apparent advantage. But alreadv General
Stephenson with the other brigade of the
Sixth Division had crossed the river at Klip
Drift and had made all preparations for
foreed march at earhiest break o

f day along
the south bank of the Modder towards
Paardeberg, His advance would place him
astride of Cronje's line of retreat to Bloen

fontein. The fight at Drieput—or Klip Kraal,

to call it by its official name—had given the
Boers, it may be, time to withdraw some
ol their waggons, but it had also given the
British time to call up reinforcements from

all quarters, now that it was certain Cronje’s

main force was speeding eastward along the
Muodder.

The British losses in this skirmish were

BRIGADIER-GENERAL THEODORE EDWARD STEPHENSON,
Commanding the tSth Briga
1855 Colonge] y
Regiment; dis
tth Brigade, $
16 Yorks, 15t Eesex, 16t Welsh, and md Royal Warwe
Liiwision, and was led by Lord Robarts inie Pretoris

i in South Afrlon; Caprain, (88 Major, 1883 Lisot-Colonel,
loft fur South Afrlea in November In conimand of the rst 3
shed Limsolf st Pagrdoberg 1 was promoted a8 the ce

vision, en the march (o mifonteln, This I

icks, was transferred o the Eleventh N0t serious: 11 men were killed, 107 wounded,

and 7 missing. It is impossible to say what
the Boer casualties were, but there is excellent reason for thinking that they were quite as heavy,
though they were returned at 8 killed and 12 wounded—the usual fiction. Cronje maintained  his
position until late imto the night; then, perhaps hearing the tramp of General Stephenson's
Brigade marching along the south bank to cut him off, held a council of war. Many commandants
are said to have been for an  immediate surrender, supposing that the DBrtish  cavaley  would
already have worked to their rear. DBut when morning dawned and no cavalry were in sight
they plucked up heart. Seventy-cight wageons, the teams of which were unable to bear the strain of
further marching, were abandoned, and the whole foree struck east for the Paardeberg and Koodoesrand
Drifts.
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Already other troops than those of the Sixth Diyision were moving impetuonsly to intercopt them

From Wegdraai and Jacobsdal one srigade of the Seventh and the whole Nintly Division were marching

at their best speed—a long and

on the morning of the 17th
terrible march—towards the Paardeberg

Cnﬂve:f;:fs‘nm\’e- Diafls. The mormng conl gave |'_li'.u'1.'
to the sweltering heat of noon: noon

in turn vielded to pight, and sull the column of dust raised
by 10.000 men moved slawly and steadily to the strategic
point. Tt was o march which put in the shade even the
achievements of the Sixth Division. * The track was very
licavy, there often being from two to ihree anches of sand,™
savs a medical officer with the troops: . . . . Ve
had rezular halts every halfhour for a fevw minutes, and
I, along with many others, went absolutely to sleep during
these shart intervals.  Qur conrse was north-eust; making
for Klip Drift, on the Modder: this we—the baggage guard
Qur

reqched at 7.30, having travelled sixteen tinles
men were greatly fatigued, and many fell ont,  We tricd to
induce them fo straggle on, which they did, telling them

PIAYED QLT

A barst gun ad Modder RIver Cam

that 45 we were the rearguard they wounld simply be left
on the veldt at the merey of the epemy, . . - On
halting at Klip Drift, we immediately got down our dizies anil
too parched to swallow the biseuits, . . . Ar g.I5 we got urders to march again at once, and
heard that the baggage was to follow ns at 2. With a weary heart we started to jog on again,
nd == the heat increased it tried our pluck and endurance to the utmost. On and onwe marched.
We saw a kopje a few miles in front of us, and then we cheered up, saying onr halting-place must be
just over on the other side.  But no, it was not, and still we jogeed on.  Soun the jog became a stagger,
and vou would have

made tea {or all: without it we were

Drowtiell thought all our troops

..-‘|
)l _
/ were  composed o

old men, with their

FHENCHI chins on then chests.
Koodpadrant! *’”-‘ﬁ% My pony wis alsp
N e up, hanging
|||':\\'!I ll:'l |l":-i'.1. CVET
Iil’ul];{h I bLad 3-_-]).‘1['11'
her by walking as

Adip. O-r)’[ / Cie=i

S e much  as  possible.

The officers on foot
were inoas  helpless
a state as the men.
* When we lad
gone fourteen miles
(haw, 1 know ot
we came to o few
hits and to g pond,

To the Litter we all

rushed.  The water

i d ;
l-’___/: ~pRamdam o Ramdam

' } SRR el i i ¢ i
Night, Friday Feb. 16th, S LY Night, Saturday Feb. 17th, Wi too  hlthy  to
B ksl i i

horses  refuse it

e traps, i conjonction with ilioss on ppe 34 4L C Jote view: of the opemions which resoltod fo the eolief of = Eo .‘I o
I»lluia- 'l yoep e eapiun ol Cranjs I LIty h““ y tl]”- Was Qi
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halting-place, we thought, and the men lay down exhausted, with their helmets covering their faces. In
ten minutes an order came to resume marching, and a few of us found out that we had four more
miles to cover, With the preatest difficulty we got our troops up, by means of a mixture of discipline
and encouragement. How could we march for twenty-one hours with anly three biscuits in our stomachs?
But we did it. The stragglers increased, but as a whole our companies staggered steadily on,”

And from another quarter yet a fresh converging movement was proceeding.  As the 17th broke,
General French's men —or ratner such of them as were in condition to mirch — were riding out of
Kimberley. 1.200 horsemen of Broadwood's Brigade, the only one of the three whose horses were fit
for work, and three out of the seven Horse Artillery Batteries left at 3.30 a.n., with orders to push on
at their very best speed for Koodoesrand Drift, where Cronje was to be met and headed, General French

Bimself left Kinberley an

hour later, after giving
instriuetions to his other
brigades and balteries to
follow as soon as  thes

conld, Even  (Generzl

Broadwood, noted thoueh
he was for his care of lis
horses, could not have
made the 1't:(|t1ll'l.‘:i moyve
had he not been able to
borrow a large number of
remounts from the Dia-
mond Fields Horse and
from the De Beers Com-
pany. All the morning

the horsemen rode as harrd

s they could s about 7 a.m.
a short halt was ordered,
but not for very long, As
the brigade sped oyer the
veldt, herds of game—

buck, hares, and hirds,

strange to I';l:.'.{:i-‘!| ey es—
fled before it until about
10 a,m. the ErEen Lrees on
the banks of the Modder
came into: sight,  * The
excitement,”” writes the

pallant Captain Bovie. who

rocde with General French,

SREian aledarii) LA ftzr phurograpdas,

“wasintense.  Onoour left
Wi Saw a 1'.-.il'|_\' LL!‘;‘.:L! lmd_\'
of men moving eastward, Was this Cronje's force? At 11.15 we debouched into the plain from behind a
long range of kopjes, and the fact of surprising the farm of Kameelfontein, with its |:l'nl'l' inhabitants
and taking some Boer waggons, increased our hope that Cronje wounld be tuken by surprise.” _

Immediately the horses were ordered to be watered at the farm, which lay just six miles north of
Wolveskraal Hrlifl. which is one of four drifts crossing the Madder between Paardeberg and Koodvesrand

3 kopie;

Kopjes. The westernmost of the four is Paardeberg Drift, just under the I”“_\'If'[i'T'l':'l'I"‘“l _
300 ft. high, from which it takes its name; then come Wolveskraal and Banks Drifts, in ovder from
west to east, and last of all Koodoesrand Drift, The river Modder here, as elsewhere, flows i a Brrod

bed, which it only fills i times of heavy rains: its banks are high and much intersected by dongas or
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small water courses.  Along these banks grow almost the only vestiges of trees Lo be fonnd m the dreary,

brown desert of the veldt; mimosas and willows break the arid expanse of plain and rest the eve with

theic greenery. Towards the river General French
rode forth @ little way to reconneitre, and to his joy
saw that his prize was there.

Three miles away a long line of dust rose over
the plain, and through it journeyed 1in unending
. procession the 300 waggons and
Cronje’s retreat. ol
4.000 odd horsemen of General
Cronje. As the British cavalry leader lnoked, he
saw the head of the great procession peacefully
descending to the river bed at Wolveskranl Duraft.
all ignorant that a determined and powerful fore
watched upon the flank of its line of retrear fo
Bloemfontein. The movements of the British cavalry
had been hidden by the kopjes from the Boers, so

that what followed was to them a terrible surprise.

An orderly was sent back at full gallop by General

French to bring up the guns at a walk. A walk il ZADUAN
wia necessary if the inevitable dust was not to announce their coming to the unsuspicions enemy. The
ouns were to take post upon the gently rising ground, afterwards known as Artillery Hill, q.000 yards
north of Waolveskrual Drift.  Just behind the ridge and ont of sight of the enemy the cighteen
p2-pounders unlimbered: at 12.15 pam. a shrapnel crashed into the waggons near the drift and told
Cronje that his retreat was intercepted.

The moment must have been a terrible one for the Boer leader, What his feelings were we do not
know. for he was not a4 communicative man. 13ut he must in an instant have realised his extreme peril.
Here on the road to Bloemfontein were the nbiquitous British cavalry, who had already taught him one
Jesson by bursting through his lines into Kimberley. He could not know their precise strength and
disposition ; it was at least probable that the whole 4000 odd horsemen and forty-two guns were
there upon his line of retreat—a force with which his four or five guns and 4,000 weary burghers could

not  hope to contend on rrr|1|;1i

| ferms.  Behind him, too, were the
ominous pillars  of cloud that
f : marked the coming of the British
infantry.,  What hape could he
have if he delayed ? The moment
had come thi }J'ﬁ_\‘f'l}ill“'_,"lll_'.'ll mao-
ment—whén the presence or want
of gond generalship is manifested

in the leader. Cronje had to make

his fateful choice. He might
ibandon  his 300 waggons, his
immunition, and his cannon, and
beat the hastiest af |'l£1:‘\l'}' retreats
with such of his mounted men as
could run the gauntlet of General
[French’s five.  Or he might cling
to wageons and guns and trust to
the stupidity of British generals,—

who from his experience were orily

too ready to run  their heads

e al e, aeainst a brick wall,—to extricate
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him: from his entanglement. Perhiaps for a moment he lost his coolness of judgment in this terrible

situation, else he should have seen that even a new Modder River or Magersfontein bhattle

I'EJUJ![ not
save him. The disturbing element was the presence of (

seneral French's large mounted force. However
the British infantry might be cut up, this force would still remain to strike him the minute |
his teams and restumed the retreat,

He made his chojce.

16 harnessed

[t was to cling to his waggons.  Forthwith a =mall party of DBoers dashed
put Lo seize a kopje on the British night, known thereafter as Roberts® Hill, but the British cavalm

Hia fatal shiolde. raced and beat them. The Hussars were first, seized the hill, and drove off the

enemy in confusion.  Down by the river the Boer wageons were gathering in
laager, and presently two Boer guns pushed out and opened fite on the Horse Batterjes. But twao
mnd were speedily silenced : then the bulk of the British
weapons turned thetr attention to raining shell upon the luaeer,

guns against cighteen could effect nothing,

\\}Iiir‘ ane |I:11Tl'[", |I‘.- \'nfwl Its eflorts
to a kopye held by the Boers who Bad been déiven back from Robertst Flill. No FESPONSE  Wias made

THE 1orn HUSSARS FOIL THE HOER ATIEMPT TQ SEIZE MHOBERTS' HILI

to the fire: that it was effective was proved when halfa-dozen waggons burst inte fame and armmu
nition began to explode right and left.  The Boers around the laager had already fallen to digging
trenches; they could be made out in seattered parties working like ants with their spades, to win
shelter from the showers of shraprel. They had reason for their frantic efforts. Gazing over the
plain the British cavalry could discern far away to the sonth-east the dust of the advance of General
Relly-Kenny's Sixth Division. But it approached the scene of action with appalling slowness, or so i
seemed to the anxious watchers, The sun set and vet it had not arrived.  To goide 1t npon its way,
as the day went down, the Horse DBatteries opened a heavy fire, and the glare and crash of thei
shells served as a beacon throwgh the darkness of a pitch black night to the wearv, thirsty imfantry.

General French's horsemen had to bivonac as best they could, with ne shelter and only what
they could loat at Kameelfontein to eat. The three days’ rations with which the troopers had
left Klip Drift on the morning of the r5th, where they had not been judiciously edten at once by those

: . y ' ot 5 e S T g L ML e o
who thousht it best to carry their food in their stomachs cather than in their haversacks, had for &
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most part been lost in the fierce charge which preceded the relief of Kimberley, At Kameelfontein
little was to be found except sheep and cattle, but some of these were rounded up, and on them the
troopers fared passably. The horses were n worse plight.,  There was no corn for them o eat,
and they had to do the best they could for foad, grazing on the veldr. The losses of horses were
naturally heavy s they had started in bad condition, their strength had heen taxed to the utmest, and
they I"v'lf the ]|L.\1i. th;_- hard work, the want of water, and the short commons far more than the men;
noo ont of ,|,."ﬂ|l] in the division had already fallen, thoueh the casnalties Mone the Laapers did not

as yet number 50.

Meanwhile,  Stephen-

son's Brigade of the Sixth
Division had crossed the
Modder at Klip Drift, and
thenee marched in the very
early morning of the 17th
to Klip Kraal Drift, along
the southern bank of the
viver, while Knox's Brigade
had  marched aleong  the
north  bank, skicmishing
with the enemy. AL Klip
lKraal, after a long hali

during the heat of the day

fo rest the men, knox's Bricade erossed in
the south, and the whole division contingod
its advance towards Paardebere, The monn ted
mfantry were sent on ahead and  directed
to ogcupy the ground to the south of the
pomnt where the Boers were found. The
dantry followed painfully in an unending
line, along the awful tracks which in that
country do duoty for, and «o by the nami

of, roads. Behind the Sixth Division marched

UFFICERS WATUHING AN ENGAGEMEN NEAR WO BSDAL

the Ninth with the 65th Howitzer JHattery

i its charge. The veldt was shrouded in niehi long before cither of these two divisions reached
their appointed bivouacs. By a fortunate accident part ol the mounted infantry overshot the mark
and marched well beyond and to the south-cast of Wolveskraal Drift. This |-|]--:.'t.'-'.1 them between
Cronje and Bloemfontein, thus caompletely barring the enemy's retreat. But the gap was not closed
tll far into the night. During the early hours of darkness Cronje had a chance, his last chance,
of escape. Had he stealthily drawn off his j.000 combatants, ;||::'l|.-_:|u1|!||;_: the warrons and bagea

he conld still have got away.  De Wet and many other of the Boer leaders i Nis place wonld  have
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nerved themselves to the sacrifice, No efforts of the Diritish cavalry in the pitchy blackness could

have availed to stop him. But once more € ST - 3 N SO
He entrenches himself I mee more Cronje allowed his cantempt for his

at Paardeberg, enemy and the extraordinary fondness of the veldt Boer for waggans and cattle
to detain him. He spent the night in entrenching himsell against the attack,

which he divined, with true Boer instinct, would come with day.
[r the British bivouaes the weary infantry cooked ns best they conld the

miserable half rations.
which were all that the supply trains could

afford  them. The Si
British positions, ol _II o b 1xth
Division was near the Paarle.
berg drift ; the Ninth some little distance belined.
Some of the men had the eime gency ration,

but not all ; fortunate, indeed, were its PUSSESSOTS,

The night, as always on the veldt, was icy cold
after the fierce heat of day, so that there was

na intermission in the suffering of the soldicrs.

Yet so exhansted were the men that they fell

asleep in spite of cald and empty stomachs.
But the sleep was not for long.  With the peep
of day of the 18th the Boers opened a sharp
rifle fire upon the mounted infantry. And thaos
began the battle of Paardeberg, the fiercest and
most terrible of the war after Spion Kop.

The absence of official reports and dea-
patclies renders it extremely difficult from this
point onwards to give an even approximately

r

aceurate  account of svhat happened.
Ihe battlefields of this war, under the
new conditions  in-

Who commanded ? )
troduced by smoke-
less powder, long range weapons, and

magazine fire, covered such an extent

if ::I'ntlnli that no ane L::n|‘|'1'.'5-'pr:-l||'iL-llT
conld mive a coherent version of the
whole action.  Individual officers and
soldiers, except when they were with
the staff with means of knowing the
arders issued, would have even less op-
poctunity of ascertaining what was hap-

cpening.  In battle the soldier’s altention

A

is concentrated upon  his  immediate

FINING P THE CAMP KITCHEN OF THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS. surronndings i of necessity he is unaware

what is transpiring at a distance. So
complete is our ignorance at home of events that it is not vet kpown definitely and certainly who
was in command of the British Avmy—whether General Kelly-Kenny or Lord Kitchener.  The fact

must be recorded as one of the mest extraordinary things in history; but it is not so extraordinary as
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other facts which are to follow n the later course of the war. The remarkable system ol ]-.r|||1||||j._.n
devised by our War Office, and based on seniority, left Lord Kitchener, though Chief of Lord Roberts'
Staff, i”f’il"]'i'_‘l]’ in nominal rank to one of the division commanders of the Army. Whether in virtue
of his office as Lord Roberts” representative, Lord Kitchener took precedence, may be debated. It
is probable that he did, but there is nothing definitely to prove it, and the correspandents contradict
one another on this subject.

With the coming of morning and the beginning of the sputtering fire from the Boer trenches, the
Boer position was anxiously examined by General French on the north bank of the river and Lord
Kitchener on the south. Eaclh looked eagerly to see if the enemy was still in the river bed, or if he
had snatched his last opportunity and escaped in the night. But to the vigilant eye of General French
it was clear that the wagzons were just as they had been the evening before; there was ne dust eloud
on the horizon, and no indication
whatever of a hnrried flight, The
Boers, as always, were invisible,
but that they were there few now
doubted. From the sonth Lord
Kitchener counld see the great
cluster of wageons, the smoke of
the camp fires, and the signs of
human hife in the line of greenery
that |‘1;1rl<'-d the desolate CXPanse
of the veldt. The mfantry realised
with ficree exultation that another
task had been successfully per-
tormed. and that at last the
redoubtable Boer leader had been
run to earth, *“We've got him
at last,” ran along the line of
expectant men. But to drag the
fox from his earth, how was this
to be accomplished ? By main
force, or by waiting till hunver
did its inevitable work ? Only
in the last case there was danger
of the other Boer armies. with

the interior lines in their (avour, : Bibrrieht 1go0-

Uy ssvod & Uiyl erpod,

hurrying to the spot and inter-

GENERAL KELLY-KENNY, COMMANDING THE 61t !-I-'.'\:"HJX, AND S5TAFF

fering with the progress of the
investment—perhaps of their effecting a rescue and snatching the prey at the last moment from the
mouths of the hounds.

It'is not probable that what followed was intended to be more than a reconnaissance in force But,
whatever the intentions, it speedily developed into a first-class battle. as when the Lroops were once
Preparations for engaged it was impossible to extricate them, and more and more men were

battle. drawn into the conflict.  Between the DBritish camp and the Boer position
stretched a level plain absolutely devoid of shelter, and shelving gently to the river.

Not an ant hill, not a heap of stones, not even o mimosa bush, broke its monotonous sutface, None
the less, while the mounted infantry returned the enemy’s fire and skirmished o the viver bed to
the west of the Boer laager, the Sisth Division marched down the gentle slope, hrst in the divestion
of Paardebere Drift: then, when it was seen that the Boers were farther to the east. towards Waolves-
kraal Drift. On the right was General Stephenson ; on the left General Knox. They deployed to
the south of the Boer laager, while simultapeously fire was opened by the artillery : General French's

horse 12-pounders shelling the Boers from the nerth bank: the 76th, 8rst. and Bznd Field DBatteries,
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the naval guns and the s-inch howitzers pouring in projectiles from the south. But thoueh the lnaver

could be seen and its waggons bombarded with effect, the Boers themselves were out of view. and
this shelling  cansed

them small harm.

As the Sixth Divi-
sion deployed for battle, _‘"ﬁ?rm
the Ninth Division he- e .;_- e i -E--:-m\_-_
gan to arrive on the : : e I et
British left. The High-
land Brigade under
General Flector Mae-
donald marched in, full
of fight, notwithstand-
ing the sulferings of the
past day and night, and
relieved a detachment
of mounted infantry in
the river bed to the
west of the laager,
whereupon the mounted
infantry moved round
across the rear of the
British line and came
into action on the left
of the cavalry and to
the east of Wolveskraal
Drift. The envelopment
of Cronje on the north-
cast, east, and south,
was now complete; it
remained only to close
upthenorth-west,which
still lay open.  General
Smith-Dorrien with the
Nineteenth Brigade of
the Ninth Division was
directed to cross the
river to the north bank,
and attack from this
side. On the north-
east reinforcements
were on their way to
General French. Gene-
ral Gordon with the
sorry remmnant af a bri-
gade, 1ho out of some
1,200  mounted  men
with whom he had

begun the campuaign,

was riding from Kim-

rley. <ven of this f Mathersll, B Aftera phota by Beinhald Thiele
berley. | fi il W, Hatherstl, P1 [4fter halit T

160, 120 had been THE CANADIANS (OF THE NINTH DIVISION] CROSSING PAARDEBERG DRIFT, Felruiry 15, 1
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horsed by the Diamond Fields Horse,  Se terrible was the plight of the surviving horses. that the ath Lancers
could cnly muster twenty-cight fit for duty, and only three Horse Artillery batteries could be nrilized,

The Britich in:‘."ml‘r\'. i long line of khaki-clad men, now entered the zone ol fire. On the
night, to the south of l.[IP river, were the st Welsh and rst 1Zssex; in the centre the [East Kents,
Oxfardshires. West Ridings, and Gloucesters: on the left the Argylls, Royal Highlanders, wnd
Scaforths.  As the line was prolonged to the north of the river bwv the soccessive arrival of General
Smith-Darrien’s battalions, the Shropshires, Canadians, and Gordons came ynto action i this quarter,
Fhe important kopje. known as- Kitchener’s Hill. directly south of the Boer laager and to the rear of the
Sixth Division, was held by three companies ol Gloncesters,  [ust under it were the two Gums known as

Osfontein and Stinkfontein. the latter with its pond of Qlthy, stagnant water, richly deserving its name,

.\‘.

ﬂ?hnu'g‘;

A NIGHT ATTACK ON A KOPJE

aged A party of the Enemy ool nighefll, and then captored the kopje
i bayunet .

Tha plomre recerds an incident in the pursait of Cronge

As was their costom the Boers held their fire, allowing the British infantry to close to within about
1,000 vards., Then here, exactly as at the Modder River battle, which in most of its details this new

fight vpon the banks of the selfssame stream closely resembled, they poured in
A frontal attack

XL a vehement magazine fire.  Onee mare the British inflantry found itsell conmmitted o
inevitable. .

a Irontal attack upon an entrenched position under precisely those ¢ireumstances

which the futile and indecisive actions fought by Lord Methuen's division in the past had made so

painfully familiar.  To rosh the Boer camp, held by .pooo determined men armed with the finest
modern nifles, was impossible.  Yet from hour te hour ground was gained. To the east the Welsh ind
Essex battalions suceeeded in pushing back the Boers; to the west, on the tortli bank, the

Canadians and Shropshires pressed forward with impetuons valour. Splendid indeed was the conduct
of the Canadians. and such as to make the mother country proud of her ehiden,
Over all the tomult and carnage of the confused battlefield. the burning rays of the pitiless sun

beat down npon the living and the dead, tll men went mad for want of witer. 5o desperate
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GENEMAL MAP OF THE MOVEMENTS OF THE GRAND ARKMY LETWEEN MAGERSFONIEIN AND BLOEMFONTEIN,

was the desire that men would boldly expose themselves to the Boer Charpshooters in the river, if
only they conld drink, preferring death or wounds to the angmish caused by the suffocating heat and
the parched throats choked with dust, The roar of artillery, t'e ceaseless crackle and sputter of
the rifie filled the baking air, and from the ground the heat waves danced, unsettling the aim of the
prone ipfantrymen. At times the Horse Artillery guns to the north-east of the laager, while playing
upon it and enfilading it, sent their shrapnel dangerously near the British attack from the west. The
Highlanders in particular seem to have suffered actual loss from the fire of our own gins,  Such
meidents are probably inevitable, with the very finest management, on a field of battle of immense
extent, and with the invisibility which has come since smokeless powder was adopted.

To strengthen the firing line the Gloncesters were

withdrawn from Kitchener's Hill and replaced with a
: squadron of Kitehener’s Horse. At

The enemy tries to 2 : f R
. ; ey B
braak put, this pommt a npew force o WIETS
moving fram the south and south-
east—commandos hurriedly called up from Bloemfontein
and Colesberg to succour Cronje—began to attack, and
the British infantry and artillery found itself between
two fires. At the same time the Boers in the laager
made a determined attempt to break out fowards the
east, but were met and held in check with the most
superb coolness by the Welshmen. Bullets came, or

seemed to come, from all sides, and added to the per-

plexities and embarrassments of the terrific struggle.
Noon passed  and  the sky suddenly darkened.

Thunder clouds gathered and a tremendous storm raged

aver the heads of the combatants. The rain descended

HARD MARCHING in sheets—a boon to the thirst-tortured men—the roar

Handaging o sore ooy of the thunder peals dominated even the crash of the
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artillery, and the lightning played with duazzling radiance over the veldt, adding te the terror and
wrandenr of the spectacle. On all sides the attack on the Boer position was being pressed. A erackling
cirele of jets of flame from the British rifles encompassed it, while the intensely bright fashes of fire from
the forty guns in action showed up vividly in the momentary gloom, and the whizz and dull boom of
the shells; alternating with the horrible clangor of the two Boer © Pom-Pors.” held the atfention
in the intervals between the claps of thiunder.  From the west General Smith-Derrien’s men broke
forward in a determined msh, Canadians, Goerdons, and Shropshires commingled.  Yet they failed

to reach the Doers, though they steadily drove them back. Now it was that Colonel
Attempts to rush the Aldons led

Eaex positlon his Cornishmen upon the enemy's trenches awith the ery, Lot us

make the name of the Cornwalls ring throughout the world ! ™ He was splendidly
supparted ; furiously opposed.  But no living thing could win through the hail of bullets that was
nelid
Dattalion that he led bit the dust.  The 8rst Eield sattery, whichi was supporting their rush. was

])nurrr['l. in npon him and his men. He fell: his adjutant fell ; and more than ”i]lL'I:,-' aof the sp!

severcly handled by the Boers, and only the constancy of its escort ol Gordons saved it from capture,

On the west, led by General Hector Macdonald, the Highlanders rushed at their enemy, burning
to avenge the defeat of Magersfontein and to show their mettle. The General was wounded in the
foot by a Mauser bullet, and lis horse killed beside him as the wound was being dressed. The
Seaforths  charged

with the bayonet
and  forced back
the Boers, many of
whom  hid  them-
selves in the trees
an the river banks,
and thence directed
a deadly fire upon
the British infantry.
The DBritish, how-

ever, were not to

be denied, They
renched the river,
and pouring down
to it drank eagerly
of the turbid ligquid
which it afforded.
A number of the

Highlanders cross-

l.'!i ||“, strearm ;'mr] & Eekhavde| [t ftér w ahelch by Wo B, Wollan; K0
THE CORNWALLS DRIVING THE BOERS FROM THE RIVER BANA:

jolned in the attack

of Siith-Dorrien’s Brigade, while in exchange a wing of the Cornwalls from this same Brigade aided
the Highlanders, Here, as elsewhere, there was the same splendid bravery on the part of the men,
and the same complete failure to sccure a decisive advantage.  When ammunition ran short in the
firing line, one private displaved conspicnous courage, rising on more than one occasion, walking
coolly back for cartridges, and distributing them among his comrades. But the Boer sharpshooters
marked him and he fell dead.

To the south the Sixth Division were busy all along the line, advancing with invincible bravery
or beating back the attempts of the enemy to break ont.  “There was a continual flight of bullets
about us,” writes a soldier of the Oxfordshires, *“ 1 dreamed of a battle the night before, but T never
thought it conld be as terrible as this. We were mad with thirst, and onr officers flapped ‘lfu\\'n. hke
ninepins.”  General Knox was wounded on the left: on the right the West Riding men, in a fierce
onfall, had ocecasion to use the bayonet, but, though they inflicted some loss upon the enemy,

they suffered heavily themselves. Nor could anything excel the impetuosity of the Welshmen, who
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strove to storm their way down the river bed on the east, They advanced with such fury and

resolution that, in one party of twenty-fve who essayed to enter the DBoe laager, all but one were
killed or wounded, It was a fight to the death. On the north of the stream, e the wild intoxication
of battle. Colonel Hannay led the most extraordinary manceuyre that has ever been attempted 1o war.
He rode his mounted llxl.;illll_\‘ at a gallop upon the laager, but was killed with many of lis men
hefore he could close.  There were some signs in this quarter of an effort on the part of scattered
Boer parties to escape; these were defeated, however, by the fire of the mounnted infantry and the
demonstrations of General French's horsemern.,
Yot further to the south the party of Kitcheners Horse, which had been detatled to guard
Kitchener's Hill, was for some unexplained reason at Osfontein PFarm, watering the horses and
cooking a tmeal. A man in khaki, whe looked like a British officer, but was more
Loss of Kitchener's
Hill.

['ﬂl\ii;l[‘-‘l‘\' i Boer < 1

scout, had told them

that British troops occupied all the points
near. The Glouecesters, it will be re-
membered, had for a time occupied
Kitchener's Flill, so that it 1S Just
possible that he spoke in good faith.
e this as it may, the British horsemen
had off-saddled and were off their guard,
when suddenly the alarm was given that
the enemy was upon them. The Boers

surrounded the farm and shot down the

soldiers or made them prisoncrs. Only
one or two escaped. Lientenant Water-
meyer ran, on the mstant when the alarm
was miven, to his horse, and was
mounting it when a Boer a few yards
off fired at him. The bullet wounded
the British officer slightly in the left

shoulder, whereupon he raised his rifle

and shot the Boer de: escaping lim-
sell by leaping the garden wall. But
not less than forty-three officers and men

were killed, wounded, or captured. The

fight raging in [ront of the Sixth Division

occupied all attention, else it should not [Pholo by Hezathly, Plyiiguth.

have been dificull to send reinlorcements GENERAL HECTOR MACDONALD

. (5oe the bisgraphical nowe on page 1gz
and obviate this mishap.  The loss ol
Kitchener's Hill was u serious matter, as the hill deminated all the ground sonth of the Beer
laager at Weaolveskraal. Tt was strongly held by the enemy, who now placed 400 or 500 men upon
it, and from it poured in a tremendous fwe upon the 76th Field DBattery, which was stationed on the

right.  Four guns of this battery fire | to the south, at the hill i the other two played wpon: the Boer
laager, receiving in return a terrible fire from one of the enemy's “ Pom-Poms.” At one gun every
man was put out of action except one; he continued laying, and leading, and firtng as coplly as il he
were on parade, @ proud and splendid sight 1o the armies which gazed upon his consmmmate bravery.
“These English,” sawd a foreign observer, * are so enduring.”  Yet this deed has passed without its
due tribute ; the devoted gunner’s name is unknown.

Evening was now drawing on alter a prolonged and furions action.  On either flank the British
troops had secured the river bed np to about a mile of the Boer laager, but could get no lfarther,
As darkness fell the artillery increased its fire upon the waggons in the laager, and once more Hames

and explosions proved that the shells took effect.  * The whole scene towards mightfall,” swrites a
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carrespondent with the army, “was terribly prethresgque . wageohs were  biazinge, and the roar of

artillery wis mingled with the erackle of the infantey fire.” ' Whaegon after wagoon of ammunition.”
writes Captain Boyle, “ exploded like a terrific fusillade. . . . It seemed as if no living thing could
come out of that lagger. . . . One prisoner. who walked quetly up Roberts' Hill with his rifle
sling, raised his hat and
vave limsell up.  On be-
ing questioned he  said
Cronje was still  there,
sitting  disconsolate Lot
dehant,  *holding  Mrs.
Cronje’s hand and com-
forting her i the rives
bed."" Yet terrible thouwrh
1l wiis, this bombardment
was as nothing to that
which was to follow.
Soun after mihit

came on the bombard-
British casualties,

more lrom  the otter ex-
hanstion of the sunners
than from any other rea-
SO11- Al the dayv the
Boer guns, with the ex
ception  of  two * Pom-
Poms ™ had done little.
Either from want of am-
munition or because they
were so heavily outnun-
bered, they had been quite
unable to effect anything
against the Brtush artil-
lery.  The casualties in
the British armyv  wer
very hedvy, Dut of

total  strength of about

15,000 engaged, 1,250 OF

more  had  Dbeen  killed,
wounded, or taken prison
GIS, The losses were dis-

tributed  with  singular

MATORGENERAL SMITH-DORRIEN. S0

I3 a 1 of the late Colenel SmithiDerrlen, of Hureefoot Park, amnd o beother
¢ Adede 1 UMY il Scally o the hrother ng f pognd | ganr Herenily Ho
CVEnness simong the var .-;:r b leut <Colopsl, 1dais Brever-Colotel. (s R T T !
[ - . M ed I J il Sir Evaly Ve e I &
ons battalions taking part b e T R ot i c i I e ol il iR A S AR Sl B
. = \ i tha Tieah Catnpaign ol 18q7-8,  Colopel Smith-Daorrls muanands the Derby
in the batrtle, though the ) o loedl Gik 6f Major-Guanral and the coitmund- of. thie 1ol Drignl

exact numbers cannot be

given, as in the official returns the casualties of the days from the 18th to 27th are Inmped
torether.  What was most serious was that no preparations had been made to deal with the great mass

f wonnded men. The ambulances and field hospitals had been for the maost part left behind in the

hurried march to save Kimberley and cat off Cronje.  Of course, this was due to the need of entting down

the i|‘.|!u_'1|ﬂ|:|t-1|t| of the army to the utmost. and to the immense ||'Illl"lt"».]1[_‘.' of negotiating the drilts over

the Riet, and not, as has been insinuated, to the callousness of Lord Roberts” staff. In consequence.
IS
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ihe sufferines of theose who had been muauned i injured were appalling.  They were jolted for

davs in slow-going ox-waggons, and taken to

Kimberlev. where only too many of £he

hospital necessities were wanting. But for the
generosity of the De Beers Company, whic b
supplied [ood. sturgical requisites, and Dhedding,
the men wonld have fared even worse than
thev aotually did.  The estimates of the Boer
casuales varied between the wholly prepos-
terons  figure of goo, given by prisoness, and
the equally preposterous figure of " lourtesn
illed and  wonnded,” which a  Boer official
TEport declared to have been recetved  from
‘ronje. It s probable that the actual Boer
loss was about too, the wmajority Killed by
artillery fire.  The disproportion between  the
British and Boer loss is here, as in other battles
of the war, startling and almost inexplicable.

Even when dllowance is made for the fact that

wr men were attacking and the enemy perfectly
concealed with  excellent cover-——=o  perfectly
concealed that. as a Scotch soldier said to
Mr. Hands, the Daily Mail correspon lent, ** Man, the guns would be better sighted wi' ear trumpets™

we should vet lvitve -:.\i‘u!nni heavier loss to have been inflicted on the Boers "“!"'i.|]]'. 03 at rmes
the combatants were only goa yards apart. Yet the number ol wounded found in the ladger apon its

iprure, nine days later, shows that the total loss could not have much exceeded the figure given,

hose who are wise after the event. will naturally recogmise thiat the battle was & great mistake.

Results were purchased at the cost of 1.250 casunalties, which might, perhaps, with greater patience; have
been secured for one tenth that terrible price. U was, we Lielieve, ]l*‘l!l'r-if_\ confessed :'-_l. the British

cenerals that the action

\l|.‘!||il] not
The battle a

lEtaka. have been

those who care for justice
will admit that there wer:
sound areuments on the
m-:rl:in;: of the 18th to
connsel an attack, I it
Wis ;!]Hﬂ-:'-“\ ]l!‘--||l]r' 103
rush the laager, it would
be well o rosh it at once,
even though heavy losses
were thereby ineurred. The

SIEE |l!.. wl'.tl': il ||-l:-ifil'l|

in A ':‘l-\'I'I-II'Jll.’:l‘.l il'l.‘_hll
country  mught  be even
more  costly in ultimate

lass o ]II 1|';.::'| iii" |,'r.|:I.I\

of resolutely storming the

camp at whatever sperifice.

Maoreover, in the end, the

SOME (GF THE WOUNDED FHOM THE BATTLE OF PAARDEBERG, February 18, fom

F itk dressineatationn: wiienn: tha:watinded i alt Aheir tien to be ke tobespim),  siege ohid  lay the seeds

PNOOETRP R Wil LHen nt and
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af a fearful outburst of enteric. A second mativ for haste and immediate action lay in the
certainty that Cronje's men would be wearied with marchine, If they were piven time, they swould
be able to recruit their strength and to improve their earthworks.  Lastly, the plight of Ladysmith
renilered it important to hasten forward the campaign and reach Bloemfontein as speedily as possible.
All' these were motives the reasonableness of which must be acknowledged.  In somewhat similar
circumstances Wellington was quite ready to face the risks and awfil bloodshed al the assaults upon
Cindad Rodrigo. and Badajoz.  And though he succeeded, while at Paardebers the British generals
failed, it does not follow that the latter are to be wholly condemned. One great result the battle
undoubtedly had: thoush the mortahty among the Boer men, due to the British fire, was small, the

mortality among their horses and oxen was most severe. The lorce was deprived of all its mobility ;

W fler a skeledi un thy
10 G Seppingy Wirnight :

CRON]E'S STRONGHOLD IN THE BANES OF THE MODDER AT FAARDEHERG

maoreover, the ferce determination with swhich the British attacks had been made cowed thi enemy and
deprived the few, who still had monnts, of any inclination to attempt to cut their way aut. It |= at
lenst open to ||1Il'-.Ei|'-rI whetherof the fi..\']'lt had not been TIHI.'-;!lI, Cronje would mot, on th night of th
t8th—1qth. have made one more effort to escape—perhaps with success.  On the whole it 1= probable that
the verdict of posterity will be lenient to the British generals, whatever the hastv criticisms of the passing
moment.

14 1 ) : et = Hilpe
At nightfall the ground actually held by the Boers round the laager was a square about two n

long and two miles broad. intersected by the river Modder. Outside the laager and parted from it
by the intervening positions of the British troops, were the 500 men on Kitchener's Hill. The head-

1 1 g £ : [ TIMence. o s Signal
quarters of the Sixth Division were to the south of the river. under a low eminence known as Signn

Hill, about four miles from Waolveskraal Drift : those of the Ninth Division apposite, an the north bank.,
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With dawn of February 1. Cronje demanded an armistice for the burial of his dead, whereupon Lord

Kitchener replied that he had no power to grant i, but that Lord Roberts would shortly arrive and

the vequest should be referred to him.  The truth was that the Boers wanted (o

An “"'"ig:“cerde';m"dcd get i of their dead horses. the taint of which poisoned the air and rendercd life
and refused. X i : :

inside the laager horrible ; moreover, they had everything to gain by delay, as

reinforcements might arrive to extricate them, while in any ease they could strengthen their trenches

;|||.1 ],|-l.\ ;‘I' \.||.-|[|-1 ;|§"_;[h_~;l -§|1|” r'||'1_ \\:[}: ],n]'ti |\'|1]|1'J'T.‘- Iill.‘ \.\l](J..-u_' \']1. !ll:' .‘“l'\'t'l‘ll]l l}i\']ﬂu-.’] .1!]1] |.|;|11

more batteries of Ifeld .\1Ii]ir-1_\ wore

marching to Paardeberg, while the

remainder of the cavalry, with the
rest of the Horse Artillery, were sum
moned i the same direction from
Kimberley, thongh, owing to tele-
1:[.|I|}|'i|_' |'\:'!'.'|;i||i\\]r_-, Tl}t.‘\' l|‘-l| ot I||

e z1st ar zznd,

arrive before t
Durine the mormag the British
guns refrained  from  shelling  the

lanwer, but there was some hghting

to the south of Kitcheners Hill be

tween the DBoers, who  held that

THE BOEK WAGGONS SET ON

THE

Ol
FIRE BY THE BRITISH ARTILEERY

REMAINS
From s phiotograph taken afier the snerandor

eminence, and the mounted infantry.
In the afternoon lord Roberts arrmived,

and was received by
Lord Roberts arrives. . : -

[1is men with extreme
enthusiasm, " Withaut anv sign or badge,
wearing a plain khaki coat with ordinary
shoulder straps, cord bresches and putti
galters, and helmet, and a pair of glasses
hung over his shoulders, Lord Roberts
has the appearance more of a4 privite
individoal than the Commander-in-Chief
i whom  England has put its trust,”
writes a correspondent who witnessed his
coming, * Yel everyone knows him and

he s recognised when still afar off.  Fe

il 15 oniversally loved by all. 1T * Bobs®
: / K a5 indisted in ; i oo
( .| . Liy thes the 15 there all have conhdence —naothing
STy InRpec.
(e 4 ! Cilll g0 Wrong.,

Notwithstanding the suspension of
the bombardment, and possibly throngh some aceident. the Boers, while constructing earthworks for
the defence of their laager. suddenl opened fire on the British troops.  The result of this breach of the
informal truce was the prompt renewal of the bombardment by such guns as were ready.

In the afternoon and’ evening of (he tgth the Seventh Division marched in and took np its

position ta the east of Cronje’s laager, holding both banks of the river, and thus setting free the
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cavalry and monnted infantry for operations against any relief force that might approach. 15 batteries

o join in the bombardment, the 18th, 6znd, and 75th Field Batteries, sup-

were pluced in position

porting the bsth Fowitzes Battery, apd directing their fire upon the laager and

The circle closed.
the river bed. Baot the ground was soft. and the Boer tres hes: were so contriveil

a5 to give almost complete shelter against artillery fire, They consisted of deep, narrow pits dig in

o

thevy broadened out below and gave room for then

oceupints to sit or lie down, secure timless a shell actually entered the trench. Other shelters were made

the earth; only a few mches wide at the top,

by tunnelling honzontally into the high rver banks:. And thus it ciame abour that,

The Boer shelter pits.  © | 3 3 . . 1
y while the British army watched with bated breath the hail of projectiles descending

force hemng blown

upon the Boer lings and speculated upon the ghastly possibility of Cronje’s whale T

What was more serious was the steady depletion of their food
i

pleces, Cronje's mea lay safely in their lairs,
supplies, They had started with provisions only for a week, and these were being rapidly consumed
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=———n N tlic |IiL:]',' of t

‘\@ | forward ip the river

bed,

\ % Investing lines drawn

closer. the

handful of

IMOr

dieserters came 1o

Wi S ——  Boers succeeded in stealing thrangh the British

lines.  But Major Burnham, the fumous American
scout, who night after might, with the most magnificent darng, erept
up to the enemy’s lines. was convinced that only an insignificant

handful got away.

With davlight of Tuesday, February zo, skirmishing
the
till the

whiz of the British ;‘]]I'LII‘[II] sent them

began in the river bed @ as the iy grew clenrer Boers could be

seen Working like busy ants on their trenches, sudden boom
British tle
like frightened insects to their holes.

h-’!ll

I.‘i Cas0 | =

+1 : s
nt the guns and

settling But when once they

been driven back, the bombardment was not

Renewed bombard-

A Anxions to spare bloodshed, and hoping

that Cronje would realise the desperate
his position, Lord Roberts deliberately refrained from shelling him all

the morming.

Only in the afternoon, when no sien of surrender wis

noticed, was the bombardment resumed. On the south bank. the 18th.

G2nd, and T-ﬁth Field

|';.|-1'||['I1'»~| with two naval Tz-pound: I's, lIIHII’-"—l
tre; on the north bank, enhladinge the river bed. the 70tH, 81st, and
sz BField Batteries, with the 5-in. howitzers and three 47 naval
Luns: came wnto action,  These fortv-seven weapons concentrated then

terrtble fire npon a space a mile s(uare.  Savs a correspondent:
Ivddite shells raised great clonds of green smoke, which filled the bed

of [|1r.' rmver, ‘.'.'|:l]-‘ --]1|’:i;1||1-i l-:it-! .I]m:'_;; I]:n- rllu?:-' (.uf l';]{_‘l'] h,’]nl.;‘ lg\r.].t

thrilling tales of the hardships endured within the laager, and 2

nature of

i l hl'

16 1gth the troops both to east and west of the laager trenched
In this way henceforth a few yards were gained night
after might, each dhiminution of the intervening space rivelting
tightly themr mexorable fetters vpon the Boers. A

to the DBritish outposts with

VETY  lew maore

MAJOR BUHRNHAM,

FHE SCOLET

¥. K. Hu
Spenl many ¥

wan of
sy

suceerded. In wa K
witchidostar M il i

" Lord Kaberts cablad for hitn to join
thi e Stall,  Hao lad siide boen Gaj-

tured, but made ki escip
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for @ small space where the proximity of our infantry would have made the artillery hre dangerons
to them, Our shells searched every bush and every ravine on the river banks, The enfilading &ins
must have done terrible exccntion, yet, i oa spirit of desperate madness, now and again a1 Boer would
attempt a ‘soiping ' shat at one of the naval guns, which were firing at a range of only 1.000 varids.
On ench side of the river lay two battalions, the whirring of whose Maxim fre sounded petty by the
side of the deafening roar of the big guns.” This was by far the severest bombardment that had as
vet been directed agaiust the Boer force. Its results were as lamentably inconclusive as those of the
former shellings, and the net issue, in the light of our after-knowledeae, has been to establish the belief
that artillery is all but powerless against skilfully devised entrenchments held by determined men.

Still, the Boers were kept cronching in their trenches, and were condemned to wateh their waveons

one by one catching fire and burning to ashes.  What horses and cattle in the laager had not been

killed in the previous bombardments perished in this, and the interior of the laager became a horrible

TARING & 45 GUN ACROSS PAARDERERG DRIFIT

mass of putrefying carcases, the stench of which pmsoned the air for miles.  The water in the ver
wis so low that it would not carry off the bodies, and there was nowhere to buiry them. Sa foul

was the horrible fluid which the river yielded that it came to be known among our men as = Dead
horse sonp.” :
Here, as before in the war upon many occasions, the effects of lyddite were most disappointing.
“A charge of lyddite from the 47 bursting in the nridst of a dozen cattle feeding loosely together
. ; might, perhaps. knock one or two over, but the rest would go on with their meal.”
Selcreipiohe savs Mr. Battersby.,  Maior Albrechit, the Boer gunner, when questioned as tw
his experiences with these shells, stated that one burst only a few yards from him, covering him witls
dirt and leavine an evil tdste in lis moupths but net otherwise injuring him, and even fautding to throw

him down.  Without doubt the softness of the ground was in a great degree the cause of this singular
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harmlessness.  The Boer guns throinghout the bombardment remained all but inactive. Two of them
had been placed in a strong work to the north of the river, but from shortuess of ammunition they

were rarely ar never hred. ———e == - = -
On the early morning ol the d " : & Miles .
s - oo NS Ty o 000 Yinrida
- st Ilh' H”‘ rs t-lll.II]L ILI.\ [“'“I [i Contowra and Sealvs.are anly gprroxtmale L - 8 - o
- e ~ e Boer Lined and TrencAes e e or o .
a  tremendons il il r"?ﬁ.o_{?or:r Li Y .
Second demand for A% n. fire fipon ! "mr==20%8 Feb, 2ot %
LA - 2o e 1D s i i
armistice refused, ' t oL \\

the: Bssexand Wol e s kraal
Gloucestershire battalions, which, achoNES %
through some mistake. had bivou-
acked far too close to the Boer lines
ity i

on the north of the river: but as a
matter of fuct they inflicted only
the most trivial Josses. There was

the usual snipig © interchange

of shots all day as the British eid
troops on all sides of the laager )
gradually encroached. It was now
that Cromje reiternted his demand

for a day’s anmistice, in erder to

attend to his wounded and bury
his dead. Lord Roberts, suspect-

ing that his object was only to

gain time, was compelled, although / | J[L

reluctantly, to refuse the request. e ——— Ttk oF Cochersllac
e j MAF OF THE BOER POSITION AT PAARDEBEHRG

He offered to send doctors into Showiny ales the positlons of the ehtrenched Britlsh foroes lmmediately bofare (e syrrander

(See also map on page 42%,)
the laager, however, and to permit

them to attend to the wounded. This Cronje refused, insisting that if they came into s lines
they must stay there, and denouncing lLord Roberts for inhumanity. He wound up his letter with
Gronje's dnalgnant the words, ¥ Under the circumstances 1 have no other choice.” This ambignous
repudiation of phrase was at first understood in the British lines to mean that he surrendered,
EIXESpCaE: and there was great cheeripg when rumours to that effect reached” the men. Bnt
when an answer was sent by an aide-de-camp, giving certain divections with regard to the surrender,

Cronje indignantly

reputhiated the con-
struction placed on
s letter, and de-
clared that tar trom
laying down his
arms, he was deter-
mined tohght te the
deatlh. [<yentunlly
it was arranged that
he  shouold  hand
OVEr some of }11“1
wonnded Lo the
British, who would
tredt them as therr
own men and re-
lease them when re-

covered. Tlhe extra-

ordinary generosity



FEB. 21, 1900, Safe-Conduct for the Women Refused. 421

of this concession seems to have miade little HNPress1on  upen the Boers.

Still, 1t 1s onlv fair to them
to say that they treated two Britich officers, whom they had with them as

: prisoners, with the greatest
kindness, placing them in 2 secure burrow, where these officers could perfectly obseérve the bambard-
ment without suffering from it Luord i

Roberts further offered o

siafe-conduct for all the women and
children 1 the laager, bot this

also was declined most unegracionsly by the
Yet although the Field-Marshal would nwot

an informal one.  The euns did 1ot

Ceemy

arant o formal wrmistice, he conceded what was virtual v
resume the pitiless bombardment, as Lord Roberts had determinet
to turn the attention of his troops tor the non

ce towards pdding msell of the Boer célief force. now

r '-I' _r-ll:-' Lt ' o0 Hupiies 8 Miller abour 2,000 strong, under
Creneral

Botha dislodged from i A r
Kitchener's Hill. W
Kot
which had seized and held

Kitchener's Hill.  From
(BITES Nt 1851 EHenmn
ised  ereat annovanc

by their * smping ™ of offi-
cers and men, and migl
if strongly reinfarced, hin
had some chance of hreal

ny throngh the DBritsl

lines ; while 1f Cronje at
1 By i < t1

i | ;'|\--|-. C-( ]

with him.  Th [

y | letached  key

[ It 1 Fy- ) t
11 Ll periyt fesre

wel  been  ocoumed |

some squadrons of

e e e N R rl el dea ¢ vy :!"_ ind Broadwood's, under
| D mil Van Helaer av Pasedol General French, had alsa
Broadwood approached the kopje

started with the Harse Artillery from the gavalry camp at davlight.
frorm the south-east. and Gordon from the north-east : while the Fleld Batteries searched its face fr

||]1' Illll'lll-\\l---’ and west, The artillerv fire _—'x‘,-l'r'lil|_\' took eftect., I'he Boers hastily fell back, le iving
the kopie and taking with them two ** Pom-Poms.”  They first af all attempted
Driven from polnt to ., cotice ypom the hill held by Roberts' Horse, but were received with so hot
point, , s ]
fire that they had to retreat in a fresh direction.  Here they came into collision
with Broadwood's hrigade ol valry, which all but eut them off, and compelled them once mor

to. tuwrm tail, under a sharp fire from the Horse Artillery. Haon the British horses been in better

condition, the whole farce of the enemy would hatve been eaptured, Taking to fHicht 1n a fresl

g
direction, the Boers were charged by the 16th Lancers, and a good number of them killed or mac
prisoners. One waggon was captured. the pole of which had Deen Droken by a splendid shot from
ane of the Horse Artillery ouns, but the Boer gcuns got awav. At this juncture some confusion
prevatled. [t was not possible accurately to distinguish British and Boers at a distance, and. owing
to this fact, a force of about s00 Boers was able to close suddenly upon General French's Staff,
Gordon’s Brigade, and a battery of Horse Artillery., A storm of bullets was poured n upon the
British horsemen as they rode forward. Just at this moment matters were further complicated by the

15"
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Horse Artillery getting mixed up in an elaborate wire L‘Il((ll‘l]_[|l‘T‘r1-“1'II‘ The {.?u.\’:llt'}_.' 'rcnlo .'1l”fn.|] 531.1.-1.':1
to clear the front of the guns, and there was a scene of great disorder. which looked as if i nn{;hl'
jssue in something worse. Fortunately, the gunners kept perfectly r..:ul" .'tl.i-i n:}:t'll:.'f] i fl!'flt”_\‘ ’h‘:e-.
while the cavalry rallied, dismounted, and poured in volleys from their futile httle \'.LL]hIIIl'?\. ' 'he
Boers recoiled '.H-Id retited once more, losing heavily in killed and prisoners, Fheir main body finally
t::?c:;.i[u"L simply because the British horses were too tired and worn out by hard work and bad food

- 1.2 : = sy AL
to pursie.  Yet General Botha only cluded capture bv the skin of his teeth. His waggon was taken

with a great qnantity of important
papers.
The casualties in this affair were
extraordinanly small on the British side,
and proved that the
Casualties.

Baers were Con-
temptible in attack, when faced by
superior  force. Only  2ix  men  were
watinded, whereas the enemy lost thirty
or forty in killed alone, and some hity
prisoners, who stated that they had

come direct from Natal to the succour

Cromje. The total of prisoners was
! P . - = 1l ) e 4at
. &g‘.—k = _ now  [ast mounting up;
o v <z what with desertions from
- -t T e £ - T
s » CENT S . _ Cronje’s laager, men at-
: A2 it o> ) = \ Ve . ¢ laage n at
. G L L X . SOCE ey - fempting to escape through
8 Ao e ke
TR TR = ] - the British line of jnvest-
L il Y > k. - -~ P
\ g _""‘c.'.-'.- et z o ment, and those whao fell
- e 50 o 2 ' ‘ hands from tl
” DA Into. our hands from the
n - 3 = ’3:';- S e o
i viirious forces attempting
g wy ; il i
- e relief, 460 Boers had al-
g o =5,

T 28| ready been captured by
Lord Roberts’ army.

SOME OF CRONJE'S WAGUUONS, AND SOME OF HIS DEAD HORSES - : .
Kitchener's Hill taken,

it was at once strongly garrisoned. It afforded an excellent position from which to meet and beat off
attempts at reliel from 1t

1e south, while so long as it remained in Brtish hands, the artillery bom-
Desultory ahelling barding the Doer laager i"l'.ﬂlll ll_u- slopes just under it could rm.t h.r_- annoyed by
sharpshooters.  In the evening of the 2rst the guns resumed their fire, but there
wis no attempt to direct such a storm of shrapnel upon the laager as had been poured into it during
the bombardment of the 2oth. A minor catastrophe happened during the languid shelling. The mules
of the 82nd Battery bolted with the ammunition waggons, and one waggon 18 believed to have been

captured by the Boers. As the artillery fired its last shots for the night, the Shropshires, who held the
river bed to the west of the laager, gallantly dashed forward and won abont 2oo yards of ground
before the startled Boers discovered what they were about. The point thos gained was immediately

entrenched, and early in the moring of the 22nd the place of the Shropshires, after they had been
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MMANDO OF |OHANNESBURG POLICY
Thiese ur sme of the men brought from Natal to endoavour to reliove Crong
almost ¢ . al lor Bre: for thres daus e N e L ( | - Cine ‘th o b -
almaost continunously under hre or three days, was taken by e rOTdOns. n this day the shelling

continued languidly as before, and a German ambulance from Jacobsdal was permitted to pass throuih
the lines and enter the laager. The Boer cattle had straved from the laager swhere they had not
been killed by shell fire; descrters complained bitterly that Cronje was simply murdering his men,
and the horrible stench of rotting animals poisoned the air for miles around, On the afternoon of
the 22nd, however, a terrific thunderstorm broke over the laager: the Modder roge, and some of the
dead animals were carried down' in 1ts chocolate-coloured turbid Hood.  During the might the Gordons
ained another 200 yards to the west of the laager.

On the 23rd the Boer relief {force made its last desperate effort to reach the hard-pressed Cronje,

[Tnder e Wet and Botha some z.oo0 of the enemy essaved to break the British line of investment. but

£,

i

HOW THE JOHANNESHBURG COMMANDO WWAS J( RSEI

Horses " commundecred * from the townspeopl
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W W AARD S

FARM Al' OSFONTEIN, FLYING THE WHITE FLAU

e Boers hoisted the white flag on their farius to prevent leoiing, The “Cape cart® with six hossos |5 thae of the correspondent of the £mily Ml

fonnd Lord Roberts perfectly ready for them. Every height which they endeavoured to seize was
occupied. First of all they rode towards a kopje which did not seem to be held, on the British left front.

But as they neared it the Scottish Borderers, who were under cover Lpon it, opened
Relief force everywhere -

repulsed. a vigorous fire and emptied many saddles. Two more kopjes were tried, but at

each the reception was precisely the same.  For the possession of a fourth the
Borderers raced the Boers and won by a neck. Completely foiled on the left the enemy now attempted
a dash at Kitchener's Hill, but this was garrisoned by the 1st Yorkshires, who greeted their assailants
with a steady fire. The East Kents were thrown forward, supported by the 75th Battery on the right,
while on the left, from near Osfontein, the fHand Battery opened fire and the Scottish Bonderers
advanced.  The Boers fell back on a kopje and made no answer.  Accordingly, a company of Yorkshires
was directed to assault the kopje, wherenpon the Boer rifles got to work immediately. In face of
their heavy hire the attempt to storm the hill was not persisted in, but instead the turning movements
were allowed to make progress. Tt was not long before the Boers, alarmed at the flanking advance.
tried  to brepk out,  They were met, however, by a fearful rifle and Maxim fire, and at last the
[Cast Kents speceeded in cutting off the retreat of a large party about to.30 aan., compelling their
surrender.  They numbered eighty-seven, ncluding two fheld comets and a commandant, and were

of the Johannesburg and Heidelburg commandes, but newly come from Ladysmith. Nearly all had

expanding bullets upon them, and. characteristically, they complained of their leaders for landing them

i such a position.

Simultaneously with t

s movernent, a party of the gth Lancers to the cast of the laager was attacked
by 500 DBoers with a * Pom-Pom.™
The i':u\.i]l'}. haowever, .-l|]}]>ll|ll_‘l| il_\‘
a battery of Horse Artillery and a
-[]l:.llh'lllz ol the 1z2th laneers, qute
held themr own. In the afterncon
the balloon, which had just arrived,
was sent up to the west of the laager.
From it. on the 24th, the fire of the
bombarding guns was directed upon
fonr ammunition waggons in the river
bed. These were speedily explodid,
and then the British shrapnel was
turned to the last remwmant of the
Boer liorses, near the wigrons,  On
this day the fre upon the |.-|.:;;"_-r wis

renewed with all the severtty ol the

20th, but with more guns. The

HOW THE HORSES OF THE gtw LANCERS WERE TAREN TO ATILIC A

sufferings of the enemy from hunger,
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from the stench, and from the ceaseless nerve-torment of the shell-fire were extreme,

. and Cronje was
hard put to it to persuade his men to

continue their desperate and stubborn Tesistance, He

Was
especially ;
Cronje's stubbarn A }“ /
iRt OBy dAlNXlons not 'r i - /;( i
to surrender e
| 4 =
before Majuba Day had passed, f
. ; " ? I — 2]
and finally lie mduced his com- IS - —
mandants and held ecornets to I~ N7~ — -
llrumir‘--: 4 continpance of the = 7 Artiliery o | N
defence until the 28th, when. il 251 =.

110 F('illi[.PJ'L‘r..'Hll‘lll- reached lliIIJ, "f_qlu\\’ts_ﬁﬁf-‘m;
: '._’_l- -

he said that he would bow to

the inevitable. Perpetual  rain
converted his trenches into pits . e i gyl piv
- X ARSORALY B LOOBERTS BT e aE T
of shimy mud and ageravated SN et -

Voo

(= Slgnal Hill

the torments of thi siege.  Al-

3 ; s v Boer Nue —
most as great were the trials of — =T Y | 3 m:r.'.-.',,’ =
r o . \ ) = <l b Srinkfontoin
he British infantry, who had to : \ O8fonteinlo L o
t £a s ; Kitehener' § Jn‘.r.'f_ = | i’r:;‘pn J o : .‘1.‘-1':-: af ‘\l__lin.'.i

endure wet and cold by night, and

torrential rain and broiling heat Ldsased; by permissvan, on tise sng pud
f’\. ||i'|'\‘. I;ul. at l|'-“i1‘"\1 thl V' AWEre MAP OF PAARDEBHERG AND. TS SURROUNDINGS
relieved regularly in the trenches, so that they were not continuously under fire. while the provision
trains had arrived and full rations could be issued to all—a welcome change from the slow starvation of
half-rations. To the credit of the men be it said that their canduce wais splendid.  They did not complain,
and, as they grew in confidence that their prey could nat escape them, were in an excellent moad,
Night after night the jaws of the vice tightened upon the Boer laager. To the east and west the
. nfantry worked their way in, erawling forward with obstinate bravery under the hail
s ctI:;.;I:ef.rn.wn of Boer bullets, and constantly gaining ground. The bombardment. too, was pressed
more sternly, A perpetual rain of shells descended upon the enemy’s trenches, and
on the 26th, in addition to three *“ Pom-Poms,” whose first appearance this was in the British artillery,

SERGEANTS OF THE tstit COMPANY ROVAL ARTILLERY. I¥ CHARGE OF THE SIEGE TRAIN WiT
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the great 6G-in. howitzers of the siege train arrived to join in the attack. These terrible weapons,
four in number. fired a shell of 118 Ib. with a charge of 461h. of lyddite inside it. They opened on
a red house to the north of the river
where Cronje had his headquarters. Al
the explosion of their immense projectiles
a the laager was filled with green smaoke.
Yet, as before, the acrtual effects of this

bombardment appear to have been small.

[t was appalling to wateh ; utterly disap-
pointing m its execution.  * As eacl shot
reached its target,  wi itesa corn ?'i'llllill'li[.
“there rose from the river side huge
masses of smake, which took on the form
ol rows of magie trees springing suddenly
mta life. It swvas ]Jin'lm':-.'-'illln' to wateh,

but must have been far from pieturesque

to the poor burghers i whose wmnlst the
A BRITISH “POM-TOM"

magic trees were srowneg.”  From north,
used at Paascdeberg v . -

Vickers-Maxin automitls onepounden), first

and south. and east the boom of big

guns and field pleces was unremittent all the morning and afternoon. It was the last effort of the

Sritish artillery to shake the nerves of Cronje and force him to surrender when the fateful anniversary
should dawn.

Alveady strong pressure had been brought to bear upon Lord Raoberts to assault that might of the

abith=z7th, and thos pass a clean sponge oyer the record of dishonour.  [From his bed of pain Cieneral

Macdonald sent a note of reminder, as he had the right to do, considering the noble

Lord Roberts besought

i part which he had plaved upon that disastrous dav nineteen years before.  His lery
to avenge Majuba. 3 . -

spirit: chafed at such an opportinity of swiping out the past being allowed to go by,
General Colvile, too. was eager for attack—attack at all costs. But Lord Roherts, calm and even-
balanced i mind, was not ready to risk handreds of men's lives [or reasons of sentiment, to win what
was already as good as s, It was only the earncst entreaty of the Canadians, as the most honoured

and oldest of British colonists, to be permitted to avenge the stain upon British renown, that finally
moved the resolute homanity of the Field-Marshal.  Relnctontly he gave wiy; in the early hours of
the morning the Canadians were =4 =

to make the attempt.

Great fear was felt that the
Boers under cover of darkness
might make a lagt despairing effors
to break throngh, and perhaps

succeed, for desperate men an

alwavs most dangerons.  As nigl

cathie on the batteries were trained
01 Wolveskraa Drift and oc-
casionally fred a shot to prevent
such an attempt and s=how that
the British were on the alert.
The specticle of the dischuroe of
the big guns in the darkness was
wonderfolly picturesque. At each
shot they created, savs a oorre-

spondent, “an effect comparable

lo the momentary appearance of

a huge and brilliant arc-lamp.” With some fmenrbors of its double bowiteor ¢
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The charge was slirapnel, ‘and as the shell burst over the tiver banks **a secondary arc-lamp flashed

Evening passed into night, night
drew near to dawn, and silence, excepting for the sniping shots of outposts, held the weapons of the

into a brief existence.” Bul no sign of sortic could be detected.

2 S it y 1 5 - ~ [ e 7 1 i : T
Boers. The time had come for the Canadians to fall to their business.

Fiye bundred and fifty yards from the outermost Boer works, on the northern  bank of the

Modder, and at the western end of the laacer, ran a lor e trench, which was held at the river end by
BiaaL At IR, the Canadians, at the other end by the Gordons. The orders given to the

Canadians were these:—At a given signal they were to advance in perfect silence
in two lines, and, if they could surprise the Boers, to carry the position with the bavonet. If they
failed 1n surprising the enemy, at the first shot they were to fling themselves down and retire under
cover of the fire of their supports. No orders were to be given aloud; evervthing was to be done
by the pressure of hand upon hand. Clase behind them was to follow a r|=:L;tl']|T||!'||I of Engineers
with entrenching tools, to secure any ground that might be won. The attempt was 1.<-l.-:_] and

hazardous ; [I|I|'|l|:‘Lf!!l the brushwood wers the Boers wiathin edasy range, and, had thev been unon the alert

COLONIALS INVALIDER FROM LORR ROBERTS' ARMY
i i the Now hooth 3 Rl
nidngent of

oo, and were enie
vk Chapel, the Albery )

bam, New Zealand; B
Linedes the comp
s ol the corg
e hud sery

I'his groop inclodes forty-t
Horse, wnel South African Light
Captain AL Stourton iy W
Thisy haed an enth
Padirdebarg and in

they vnght to have detected the movement directly it began. The night was not nnfavonrable: only
a fint glow shone from the failing moon. About a quarter to three all was ready, and four com-
panies of the gallant Colonials deployed in absolute silence for the perilous advance. On their left
the Gordons were watching in breathless cagerness, and beyvond them again were drawn up the Aghting
Shropshires in such a position that they would be able to enfilade the Boer advanced works,

Nearly so0 wvards the Canadians stole forward in the darkpess with fast-beating hearts, each
man wondering when the enemy wonld see what was happening and open fire. Though ground

was rapidly gained, minutes seemed like hours in the dreadful suspense, when the
Brave advance of the = Th
L}

2 EVES O were af the untmost tension. ut now, as the low earthworks of the
Cinadinia. NErve | vere af the untmost tension. But now the | .

enemy came into view, a short stone-throw away. the trampling of the men upon
the nndergrowth at last gave the alarm. The face of the trench before them broke into a sheet of
flime, and the hiss of bullets and the cries of the dying and wounded told that the Doers shot
trne. Under this fire the Canadians belaved with the most magnificent steadiness. the French

company of Major Pelletier especially distinguishing itself by its coolness and yalour, The front rank,
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strictly obeving its orders, fell prone to the ground, and erawled back to the supports, who immediately
opened a steady and rapid fire on the Boers.  Behind the supports the Engineers dug like demons,
frantically throwing up cover agamnst daylight, and paying not the slightest attention to the bullets
which whistled around them. On the left the Gordons and Shropshires had opened a heavy hre,
and the Boer work was steadily deluged with a stream of lead.  The Canadians, only eighty vards
off it, shot with such deadly accuracy that the Boers no longer dared to show their heads above
its crest.  They were content to haold their rifles above their heads and pull their triggers at random,
a fact which accounts for the complete meffectiveness of their fire.
the Canadians retired behind the cover of the frail rampart, hastly

From 2.55 to 3.10 a.n. continned

this furious fusillade, and then
dug for them. and waited till dawn. The position they bad gained, at the small cost ol thirteen killed

and thirty wounded, completely commanded the interior of the laager and enfiladed the whole nver bed.

THE ATTACK BY THE CANADIANS ON THE BOER POSITION AT PAARDEBERG.

.

It was so near to the enemy that now an assault had become |H.'l'll.':..‘1|\ feasibles  aonly, for such an

assaull 1t was necessary to wait for day,  In reporting this advance of the Canadians, Lord Roberts

speaks of it with soldierly appreciation as *““a gallant deed, worthy of our Colanial comrades,” which
“appeared to have clinched the matter.” Cronje’s surrender had now become a question, not of days,
but of hours, almaest of minutes, J
The heavy crackle of the firing was heard all over the British camp, though few knew its
explanation, and most men supposed that it was the first sign of a Boer sortie. Onee more, however,
silence fell, and all waited eagerly for the grev light of dawn. As day began to break signs of
complete disorganisation within the laager multiplied, Shots were, indeed, exchanged to the north
and east, but every now and then small parties of the enemy would break from their defences opposite
the Canadian trenches, throw up their hands, and bolt towards the British lines. Here and there
white flags were revealed flying, vet the British infantry knew how these emblems had been abused
by the foe, and refrained from showing themselves until General Colvile rode down to the advanced

051 5 | : 1 = b oz L Sh :
positions of his men with the news that at last the signal of surrender was up, and that a Boer
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parlementaire was on its way into the British lines. It wis 6 a.m. of the 27th, the morning of

Majuba Doy, and, as the full significance of the victory that had been won dawned on the Britich
soldiers, the sound of exultant cheering rang aver the veldt.

First word of Cronje’s surrender was bronght in by two Boer officers, riding horses thar had
been slightly wounded by the British shrapnel fire, almost the last horses left in the lusager, Cronje,
Bt e the determinzd, the indomitable, had been compelled to yield before the elamon
af his men, who dreaded the awinl slanghter of the bavonet assanlt, which they
saw impending. A message was sent back from the British Commander-in-Chief requesting the Boer
general to make his

surrender in person
to Lord Roberts, Tt
has been pretended
by Amernican  and
Continental  critics
that such an act was
cruel and ungenerons
on Lord  Raberts'
part. But it was
peciliarly necessary

Lo take gvery precan-

tion against mistakes

and trickery, and it

has always been cus-
tomary in war for a
beaten general him-
self ta hand over his
swaord to the victor.
[Lord Roberts was
the last man to press
hardly upen a  de-
feated foe, whom,
indeed, he rather
hanoured than hu-
mi

iated by a formal
and ceremonious re-
ception.

General  Prety-
man with a small

CTCO R

Lord Roberts® thde
reception of

Cronje. ey meet

the stul-

born soldier of Maod-

L

1 River 2 Ma-
der River and Ma COMMANDANT GENERAL CRONJE
;.:(!]'S]‘UI] tein. The The phatograph was taken ||:|r|||--1||.’rl-:\ nfter b y w

Flighlhanders)

s under the care of Capt Waterineyor [Capetoen
ord Holwirt

momenlous scene it

L.ard Roberts' headquarters is thus deseribed by a brlliant eve-witness, Mr. Hands:—*“The trim
figure of the Chief canght my eye hrst. He was alone in front of the httle lean-to tent fixed to
the side of a travelling waggan in which he works and sleeps.  His grev face, grave and thonghtlul,
showed no sign of elation. He looked around. gave an order to one of his Staff, and a table
and two chairs were brovght out of his tent and placed under the shade of a tres at the edge of the

river bank.
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“ He gave another order, and half a company of Highlanders formed up in three sides of a square

about the sSpat. |
“The Chiel lonked ecarefully around, saw that evervthing was in order. then walked to his tent.

When he cante out agmuin he was weiaring

his sword—a heavy sword with a jewelled

lilt.,  Ttowas the frst time I had seen im
wearing it since the column started. Lot
he forgets nothing, overlooks nothing, con-
siders everything., And he had donned
his sword now as a mark of respect for
his fallen foe.

* Presently the body of horsemen came
past the hoespital tents inte the camp.
Major-General Pretyman was one of the
leading horsemen, his compact fizure lightly
swinging with the movement of his charger.
By his side o grear heavy bundle of a man

was lumped atop of a wretched little grey

bonv Boer pony.

“And this was the terrible Cronje

LORD ROBERTS HEADQUARTERS: NEAR PAARDEL

in his teavelllng head

rirail'of Lord Elers (e o)

> . (TR x i o v cwith o leamsto tent atimched, beneah which
R U ]"1‘“?”'“.' that this was the the  Cantmurrder-| af sits wr it wble, while an offie it hils onders. . 1t ivas
wlor= the tent thus arropeed thor Lord Roberts received Commandunt-Cenesal Cronji

man who had held back the British army
at Magersfontein 2 Great square shounlders, from which the heavy head was thrust forward so thal
he seemed almost humped: a heavy fuce. shapeless with unkempt, grey-tinged, black hair: lowering
heavy brows, from under which small, cunning, foxy eves peered shiftily, A broad-brimmed orey
Boer felt hat was pulled down low, a loose brown overcoat, ordindry dark tronsers 3 nothing military,
not even spurs on his browa veldt bosts.  The only thing he carried that seemed to speak authority
was his sjambok, a thick, heavy stocked whip of hide, which he grasped and swung as one accustomed
to use it

With Cronje rode a lean and spectacled interpreter; for thongh the Boer general spoke English

perfectly, 1t suited him to pretend that He knew anly

Duteh.  Lord Roberts stepped forwarnd, saluted, shook
hands, and handed hie Fallen enemy a chair.  The
two sat down and fell to quiet, unemotional tall, |
am glad to see you; I am glud to meet so brave a
man,” was Lord Roberts' welcome to his fae.
Cronje’s face was set and sullen, Few, perhaps,
of the correspondents and officers who stood watch-
ing that historie meeting realised the agony ol heart
which this moment of surrender meant for the Boer.
His shabby attire suggested the tramp rather than
the soldier, yet in its very uncoutl simplicity there
was pathos.  As a soldier and a pitriot the Boe
general recognised in that hour thit his country was
doomed.  The loss of his army, the capture of the
Potchefstroomers, who were as the Old Guard of
the Transvaal, meant the bringing to nanght of all
the proud Boer hopes. The leadership that I

overcore him could not be withstood v his brather

commanders. As he looked forth beyond the onard

EH TR SPITAL A ’ { i i |
’ HOSPITAL AT BOTHAS HOLK ut motionless Highlanders. he saw the thousands

i wotograph -wan tul whiny, Fr Cavairy b W - - _ -
ity the way. from Kot riey, w Panrdriver upon thonsands of British soldiers, their connon,






=

2 Lith the /"‘/rr.{_:;;" to Pretora. [FEB. 27, 1900.

their countless
ransport Waggons,
and all their ela-
borate apparatus
of war. He knew
that this was the
nrst  OCcasion 111
the campaign npon
which o perfectly
equipped force hacl
entered  the field

under a leader of

genins. Belhind the [Phato by Surgeon-Najor Beevor
r . - CRON|®'S CAVALRY, AFTER THE SURRENDER
tragedy of his per-

sonal defeat, and overshadowing it. was the vet greater tragedy of his country’'s downfall. He averted
his eves steadily from his conqueror until at last the painful meeting terminiated,  Lord Roberts rose,
howed, and retired, and Crome was left to the staff.

He had already asked and obtained that his wife, grandson, private secretary, and one or two of his
t

staff shonld nat be parted from him in his captivity.  And now as the passion of hunger asserted itse
he fell ro breakfast upon

the last ham which the
British staff conld muster
and smoked the stafl’s last
cigar. Meantime. the force
he had led paraded in the
]:l:l_:L'I. the various com-
mandos sorting themselves
and piling their Mausers
in an enormous stack by
the river bank., The total

numbet of unwounded

Ne e

prisoners was 3,997, of
HEAP OF MAUSERS AND MARTING RIFLES SURRENDERED BY CRONIRSE ARMY, _ £

whom 2,847 were Trans-
vaalers and 1.150 Free Staters.  Among the captured officers were many Boers of note:  Chief-
Commandant  Wolmarans, nime  conmnandants, two assistant commandants, one camp commandant,
cighteen field cornets, Major Albrecht, chief of the Free State Artillery, and many adjutants and
lientenants.  The guns eaptured were six in number, three Kreopp feld pieeces and one © Pom-Pom,™
belongmg to the Transvanl : and one Keapp and one
| 1

breech ]lil.lt RS ”1. |r— —

Pom-=Pone!" the property of the Free State.  The

the guns had been |
removed and

thrown inte the

river, so that the
WEADONS Were use-
less: their ammuo-
nition had been all
fired away. 11 there
were more ennswith
Cronje  they muost

hiave been either

|.!lI:I'J€'l| (511 ]h|n\,\'t|

CRONIES ANFANTEY ON THE MARCH TO KLY DRIFE UNDER ESCORT OF & BATTALION (OF

mto the river.
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A SCANIINAVIAN OFFICER OF THE ORANGE FREE STATE
ARTILLERY WITH CRON]|E

Soldiers.

4
o

’
s

Undoubtedly the greatest surprise to the
British army was the appearince of the Prisoners,
P eaesite st Eha 1|lt.."'~'. were 2 shably, :]::.t_'..

prfscness. dilapidated lot of men with

not a touch of soldierly

smartness about them.  As they came forth fram
their lairs; clad in jll-fitting earments of extra-
ordinary incongruity, laden with parcels, bundles,
teapots. and hottles; many with umbrellas and
many with goloshes, those last refupges of the
effeminate; in appearance a mob of frowsy va-
grants; officers and men wondered that suck a
force had  been able to hold back a splendidls
idisciplined British division for a whole dav at
Modder River, to ".-ln:] at  Maeerslontein the
11!‘..-'|'(:|'.'ITr valour of the |[IQ‘||E.:1|-]1'J-. and 1l
Paardebere to endure nine days of battle and
tervible bombdardment. Some dozens of women
and children were with them weeping piteonsly ;
among them was Mrs, ¢ ronje, *a thin, decrepit
old woman, and in toneh straw hat and dirty
old black dress, without eloak or shawl of {any
sort, presenting a hopelessly miserable, drageled,
and woebegone appearance.”” Bystanders noted
with sonte amusement that she carried over her

arm a smart dress, * commandeered ™ from Lady

Sarah Wilson's balongings, with the name of its Bond Street maker showine.  Nor was it anly that the

enemy were ill-dressed and unclean ;
men who had hved for dayvs in the
trenches under an appalling fire nught
well be pardoned for that. * There
was," says Mr. Hands, *a mean, tn-
derhand, shifty-eved look about the
most of them, that wonld have set
the most l‘nn||ll;tf~:;||11 honse {i-!_-_-; bark-
ing.'"  *They are the worst-looking
men I have ever seen,” said the Ameri-
can, Mr. Ralph. “ Thev are wild-eved,
savage, dull witted, misshapen. Those
who show symptoms of a bram ap-
pedar to be unbalanced. . . The
different parts of their bodies do not
fit together., This one's lees do not

mateh his trunk,. The next one has

a head like a button on the shoulders

of an of, A fourth has the long arms

of an orang-ontang, All who saw th
prisorers carried away with them a
vivid impression of their sullen ferocity.

But not less surprising than the
appearance of the captives. was the

discovery that their losses had really

Plyog Laent, W, €}, Lrane

CHIEFCOMMANDANT WOLMARANS (BROTHER-IN:LAW OF FRESIDENT KRUGER

Capitired ap Hauirds



424 With the Flae to Preforia. Few. 27, 1g00.
434 :

been insienificant.  The terrific bombardment had cansed discomfort rather than destruction, so far

ae the life of human beings was concerned.  Instead of the thownsands ol killed and wonnded that the
) awe-stricken witnesses of the British shell-fire had expected, there proved ta be

Boer losses slight. : : :

but r7o wounded men inside the laager. Many of these were in a shocking

condition from neglect. and had evidently received their hurt as far back as the battle of the 18th, or

even the rearguard action

of the r6th. The number

of dead, ol course, could

not e ascertamed, but

since experience shows that

the ratio of dead 1o wonnded

is usually as one to three or

four, or, with small-bore

bullets, is even lower, the

killed are not at all likely

tor have exceeded 100, even

when allowance 1s made for

ieavy mortality caused

the
byartillery fire.  The Boers
put it far lower, but little

value can be attached to

their statements when these
have te do with Hgures,
siftice on' sucl a point as
the number of men he gom-
manded, Crome etther was,
or professed to be lgnorant.

He told Losd Raoberts

ofyright trjon b
Ay Lo erwood & U niderttiond
A REST ON THE WAY

The long line ol prisonees s dimly
sty strteliing awas o tle distanes on
thir right

that his force was about
3,000, when it was actu-
ally 1,000 stronger.

The carctul construc-
tion of the BHoer trenches

Wik 1 he
Structure of the

trenches. veal  ex-

planation
of these small losses. They
are thus described by Mr.

Battershby . a correspondent

|

3
- e with  Lord Roberts :(—
[Siecensenpic plado by Undertapnd & Urtiders: e
THE PAARDEHERG PRISONENS ENTEAINING AT MODDER RIVER he trenches, which had

proved So mmpervions fo
our fire, were very inferesting. It was difficult to trace in their outline any mulitary design, or even a
wilful divergence from, and mnprovement on, the accepted patterns. Nor did there seem to be any
systematic attempt to provide a cross or Hanking fire to cover dead angles.  They might have been

deawn by o man with no military knowledge, but they could only have been dug by experts in war.
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Very narrow, in some of them a broad man ceuld searcely have turned his shoulders: wvery short and
very deep, they offered the meagrest opportunities to shell fire that ecan be conceived -'I'h.--. WT
. LG L

burtows rather than trenches, cut with extraordinary squareness to @ depth sometimes of ovig
) - - I S J (S5

six feer, and with shelves scoaped  ont three and four feet below the surfice in which & man

could lie, secure from anything which did not burst inside his burrow. Lone dead hends aof

; 2 carth
broke the lines of the trenches, and through these tunnels were carried, by which a tan might
creep from  one end to the other. The earth was thrown 1 eaually on  either side, and an

casional sort of private box trench, holding twe or three, was duy here and there mmediatelsy

behind the first, the

object of which was
not apparent, A
domestic air  was

-:i\=-1| to the whole

.______qa the  portman-

s and tin hoxes,

‘!-!F SUMK 111 small

square pits behind

the trenches with

the pover finsh with
the gromd,”

Noowords conld

sufhciently express
the flth, disorder,
and confusion of
the interior of the
laaoer. Here ]:l_\
300 waggons  and

curts, scattered oven

MR AND MRS, CRONJE ENTERING. THE

Ehch of them carries o buindle of L

an area of hall a ile, and for the most past wrecked and
burned by the Brivish shells. Here amaongst them lay the putre-

fying carcases of oxen and horses, in
Candition of the
lapger.

terrible heaps of mouldering red flesh:
all about were mattresses, odds and ends
aof furniture. enoking utensils, boawls, collars. elothing., Bibles.
atd  boots, an assemblage of strange, incongruons things,

which wet showed that the Boer konew the art of making

. ~ - - N w i e FRISONERS ON THY WAL |5 &)
himsell comfortable upon the battlefield.  The stench was so  APETOWH

iackening and terrible that only the strongest nerves conld

endure it, For the most part the prisoners seemed to be glad to have done with living under such

horrible conditions, and one and all asserted that they were weary of the war. ** But yon,” they

said, turning Lo the British soldiers abont them, * will have to go back and fght,” They were sent
down under escort of the City linperial Volunteers to Modder River, thence to be entrained for
Capetown.  Cronje was treated throughont with the utmost deference. and was given a cart drawn by
siv artillery Horses in which to make the journey. His demeanour continued sullen and forbidding

thronghout, At Capetown he was placed upon the British cruiser Dovis, and given, by Admiral Harns,



AN ERRAND OF MERCY

British stretcher-bearers crossing the Modder ot Paurdebtry to assist the Boer wounded cemadning in the trenclies afier the surrender
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Ml AND MRS, CHONJE BREAK THELR JOURNEY Tu CAPETOWN.

the flag officer’s state cabins. 1t was. however, thoveht unwise to keep him and his men o near
thousands of sympathisers in Cape Colony.  Many attempts at escape were detected, and at last it
was decided to send the prisoners to the island of St. Helena, which derived  fame from the fact
of having been Napoleon's prison. There they all safely arrived, notwithstanding a during attempt of
Colonel Schiel to get away, and there Cronje with them spent his captivity.

On the British side the casualties in the whole series of actions found Paardeberg reached the
heavy total of 1,534, OF these 255 were killed, 1.200 wounded, and 7o captured by the enermny  or
missing.  The vast majority of these casualties were, of course, mcurred in the ereat
battle
of the | |

rath. Bt from first to

Severe British
casualties.

lnst, counting in lord
Methuen's battles, the
eperations against
Cronje and the Boer
western army cost the
British the terrilile fotal
of 3.451 men.

The  vietory of
Paardebery  was  tlie

Lurning
Moral effect of

the victory. [0 11!

of the
war—the one decisiye
action that was fl-n;;ln

from beginning to end,

It was the first real
victury accompanited by CAMP OF BOER PRISONERS AT SIMON'S TOWN

- J . | This eamp wis odginally formed 1 necommotale the prisonemm kiwn 1 Elandslaagos wnd e ot il dellonge of the
sl T’l'.:-ll]l.‘"- i [i!l_‘ Smpsign, some of Crotje's mon, slie, wets quartered bors,  HLM.S5 Voserful ..n-:I Levnible an ; I :
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shape of the capture of the enemy’'s  troops and  artillery. Tt broke a long  series of

defeats
HIH['I'I‘IIH'F}_". _\|.’|;{l'."-‘]!l|||l-[:]_ L|1|<-|1-'||_ H!I[tun I\'n'u]n_

and Vaal Krantz—and substitiuted success for disaster.

e P It deprived the ene-
] _j?,,ﬂ%gf;-/ A /f’// S /Z/;r i PN i
e ,/;/W””_;”” /.r-/z///;/r o 7/ -fﬁf‘" Awd was their best, or

f z/u_[ %yﬁffw’u ﬁ;_.c./ g almost tl:'uir best,

my of the man who

: — general, of a large
/Lo—vvx, _' oot /@7 amount of \\-L_-u' |!;;{.
','Z&__, @i@&/ﬁbﬂd ; 57 terial, i the shape
g . (?“f “/M %M(ﬂ/jﬂ"%{ of the hundreds of
.“ O . ) HEEONS 0 red nr
/ ,_C,-Z) "/’2 ol y WHETAN . 1pin .
I <o mZ{h%JL'ﬁ‘?‘w& el v 7 Heobitrtreg e  ISUoved, and ol
: 7 \____‘—:’/&/)M-y_ - . powerful army.

{ e M

{2 7/ i Short of men as the
i 7 Dl = b O crika _-

republies were, the
SIGNATURES GF \:'.'J:\I.\J.-'\T\l‘.\.\l'"-F..‘\-'|",|...'\|, AND MRS, L.:LII\J] FHELR GRANI SN, AND STAFE.

. ; loss of the 4500
Frim the pussebger e of the Midoaukee "

burghers and nierce-
ravies, who were captured from first to Jast in the fighting: around  Paardebere, was ab irreparable
blow, infinitely more serions than the loss to Eneland of 3300 men.  Moreover, the defeat produced 4
great moral effect throughout the Boer territories. superstitioys as they were by nature, their run of
victories had encanraged in the burghers the firm belief that Gad was wpon their side, and that He
had doomed the Brtish to defear amd overthrow. It now seemed to them that He frowned Hpon
their cause.  Disheartencd, daubting their own strepngth, and above all fearing (e envel ping tactics
of Lord Roberts, they prepared in o joyful mood to mect his threatened advance to Bloemfontein,
Thetr strategy lad in o moment collapsed. Already they had had to draw heayvils ipon their forces in

Natal for men to come to the ralief of ronge, with' the vesult that General Buoller had' at last been

o

N
L

Phisto by Hoiking, Capetomn

RBOER PRISONERS OF CRONJES COMMAND GOING ON BOARD THE ©MANILA,
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able to inake leadway northwards 1o Ladvsmith,
They bhad no other army to /
mect Lord Roberts, and

at the very moment /

when they needed _,»/

| 2
every burgher, - 4!
many of A
their

THE GRAVE * NAPOLEuN :
Al ST. HELENA
Whers his body wis Taid T
before 3 ren i 4
the  Hwel des In
valides, Faris

LG

SANDY BAY,
HETENA

shwwing the eharnator
L Lty whern the

PrSONCrE  wern iceorr

mien were  deserting  the
commandos under various pre-
texts, anxions only for an end of
their sufferings

The credit of Cronje's capture be-
longs in equal degree to Lord Roberts and

the officers and men he led. The work of

(General
Frenrc ]I
and of the
Sixth Divisian

in farcine Croni
to  halt was partiealariy
meritorions:  nothing conld
surpass the marching and
endurance of the British in-
fantry. In the actual fighting
the Cornwalls and Canadians
espectally covered themselyves
with glory. but all arms anid
all ranks displaved a Spirit

truly heroic, JAMESTOWN, THE CAPITAL OF SE. HELENA, WHERE UHE BOER-PRISONERS WERE LaNDED
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CHAPTER XX.
THE RELIEF OF LADYSMITH.

Buller’s troops confident in spite of defeat —Arangements for an eastward flanking: movement—Monte Cristo the kev to

'z

Ladysmith—Dispositivy of the Boer forces—Expedition into Zululand— Buller veconnpitres— Disposition of the British

forces—Hussar Hill seized—Searcity of water—Attack on Cingolo—Muante Cristo seizéd—Hianesane o

uated by the

Boers—! apture of thet nemy’s camp—Heéivy suns on Green Hill—Colenso oecupied—The river crossed —HReconnaissince

by Cukes Brigade—The
Inniskilling Hills—Furious fighting—Hildvard's Tirig:

of hastilities—* Remembier  Majuba | "—Storming of Rialw

advahce: o llIIlIL".'I."‘i—]|\.l(i‘._\ experience of the King's Roval Rifles—Attack on Railway and

relieves the Irsi Change 0 front—A ."‘-Il.l!.;_\ triode—Renewal

w Hill—=Victory ar Last—Iheters Hill evacuated by the

Hoers— Ladysioith reheved —Ditish losses— Boer lossts—Stalt entry inte the town— Honours for the Irnsh.

ROM Spion Kop and Vaal Krantz, alter a month of marches and unsuccessiul

battles, the heroie army of Natal fared back to (Chieveley with the Bitterness of

1 | defeat at heart. Yet neither genernl! nor soldiers lost eonfidence
F Buller’s .tl‘DD]JbE confi- it themselves.  Checked thev lad been, CHOHP Hed to retreat,
| | dent in spite of . ' : : :

| defeat. but they aseribed this rather to natural obstacles and the malice

of circumstances than to any prowess of the Boers. One and
all the men asked, nat {or a4 month's repbhse in camp, hut to be led again towands
the gloomy mountains and the green banks of the swiit-Howing Tugelu, to succour
and save their valiant comrades in Ladyvsmith.  [n no respect had General Buller's popularity suffered
by his reverses. He was still the idol of his men, to whom his care and consideration for their well-
being had endeared him not less than an implicit belief in his bravery and obstinate resolution.
Unfortunate in his command he might be: unsuceessful he was hitherto: but Thomias Atkins trusted
him and felt sare of his ultimate victory. DBy February 11 his whole command was concentrated at
Chieveley, with the exception of Colonel Burn-Murdoch's brigade of cavalry, the York and Lancasters,

and the Laneashire Fusiliers. who were left to guard the line of the Little Tugela. Springtield Brndge
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was destroyed the better to protect the British flank. Fresh
from one defeat the British army had retnmed 1o the scene of
another. It had learnt av last, after days and weeks of groping
amid the intricacies of the unmapped mountain-land of the
Upper Togela, that there was na way round by the west. It had
discovered thut the Colenso position was fmpregnable to frontal

attack. There remaind only, as a last resource, to find a
route round  the enemy's left.  1f that should [aill—buot the
thing was unitaginable.  This time the anny must fight its

wiay through at all costs.  Honour, duty, and —when the advance
mm the west began—the desive to emulate the deeds of Lord
Roberts® army, tuned the strings of men's hearts to the
highest pitch,

Fror the supreme effort General Barton's Bricade, hitherto
in garrison at Chieveley, containing the Colenso Boers, would

be available. [t was a noteworthy rein-

Arrangements for an
castward fanking

COLONEL BURN-MURDOCH s e Spion Kop and the fank movement. Two
| furn-Muordoch, JuP., was - .
fabje Rev, Canor changes swere made in the higher commands

[Fhate by H, W, Barnet lorcement, fully making good the losses of

He was il
Captid a2
o che N
fitacs

before the last attempt to break through to Ladysmith began.

at, Akashal, o
sl ol

General Clery had been temporarily disabled by an injury to

his leg: he was replaced in command of his division by
General Lyvttclton, who had particularly distinguished himself in the attempts to turn the Boer positions
at and near Spion Kop., As his promotion left vacant the command of the Rifle Brigade, Colonel
Norcott was appointed to that position.

To the east of Colenso the ground is broken. mountainous, much intersected by watercourses,
and covered with dense, almost impenetrable bush., At Colenso the Tugela bends sharply north and,
alter pursuing a weneral

v northward course for three miles, turns once more east. Thus a flanking
movement in this direction would, without crossing the Tugela. bring. the British armyv almost to

Pivters, which lay

onlv. nine miies
from Ladysmith,
The mnhstaclss ig
& TUrmng move-

ment  were the

mountains and

bush. Just to the

cast of  Colense
stands  the knob
of Tock know as
Hlangwane, upon
which an attempt
had been made n
the battle of Co-
lensa,  This em-

NENCE wWis oAy

strongly held by
the Boers, and its
whale front  had
been seated with
innumerable

trenches tll it had OFFICERS OF THE LANCASHIRE FUSILIERS AT MESS IN CHIEVELEY CAMP
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become a perfect fortress. impossible of direct attack, The Hlangwane ridge is prolonged by o round
green hill, known from its appearance as Green Hill, which runs eastwards, till it meets the lemg
ridege o

Monte Criste.  This tidee is broken about its centre by a nek o pass.  There s a second
nek at its southern end. and then succeeds another long ridee known as Cineolo. The three mances

Monte Cristo, Hlangwane, and Cingolo, may be likened to o ¥ laid aslant. The left arm is formed

MAJOR-GENERALL BARTON, C1

AMajar-Goener flr on.of the e C C Harnon, of Rownhan:
the Ammny s g i the = Fusiliors] in {dctober, 1856 Lioutenine, =
pnployed n Lratspast Alde<dr-camp, ue ¥ Hg=7 . Or
the Zuly W DLACEM.O 3 Tl ¥t E d in Chinn
Groneral of the Thames [* Py G

fth Brigade of the Third [Division,

by Hlangwane and Green Hill, the right by Monte Cristo, and the stemi by Cingolo. Monte Cristo

towered to a height of 2.500ft. from the Tugela River, upon which its northern
Monte Cristo the key
to Ladysmith.

extremity looked down at a point far to the north-east of Colenso : it commanded
the whole country round as far as Grobler's Kloof and Bulwana. On this side

it was emphatically the key to Ladysmith. Cingolo was slightly lower than Monte Cristo, but was
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Spite Rope where the Klip River

Ihe sugnr-loat ped Bild dnoahe distance |
snrabory, around

twvana.  Direeily ovor the bridge s seen the spur of the |

The | wE the villige and
which 1 t 1 Ladysmith) jolns the
which Hhe troops moacched g the mmorablis

very rough apd precipitous. Opposite the junction of the stem and arms of the ¥ rose vet another
height, named Hussar Hill. which lay between Cingolo and the British camp at Chieveley. A deep
valley, densely covered with bush, parted Hussar Hill from the Hlangwane and Cingolo ridges; through
the valley, amidst o garden of sweet-scented mimosas and odorons oleanders, brawled the mountain
torrent known as the Gomba, which in turn poured its crystal water into the tnrbid Blaauwkrantz. a
stream which rose beyond Frere, and flowing north-east into the Tungela shut in on the south the
mountain-land upon the left of the Beer position.

General Buller's new plan was this: First of all to seize Hussar Hill and place his heavy artillery
npon i, so as to sweep Cingolo with its fire. Then Cingolo was to be stormed by the infantry,
attacking it at its southern end. This height in his possessior, he meant to go forward to Monte
Cristo, which, once captured, would enfilade and render untenable Hlangwane and Colenso., The
plan gave every promise of suceess: it had, indeed. been under consideration weeks hefore, but was
then abandoned in favour of the westward flanking attack which resulted so disastrously.  The weak
point about the Boer left was that it could not he indefinitely prolonged.  Here it had no
insurmountable obstacle, such as the Drakensberg. upon which to rest.  Seconer or later the superior
British army must be able, by steadily working to the east, to turn it. The phght of Ladysmith, which
WAS NOW S0 Serious as to cause general anxiety, however, prevented slow and deliberate movements such
as had characterised the Spion Kop operations; there was reason to fear that the garrison might be
overwhelmed or compelled by hunger to surrender belore the British army could zew round the Boer
left.  Still, despite the importance of time, there was no undue haste on General Buller's part.
Knowing what terrible issues hung upon success or fuilure, he seemed determined to emit no

preparation or precattion, and to run no unnecessary risks.

ON THE WAY TO LADYSMITH AN OFFICER ISSUING INSTRUCTIONS T 1ls REGIMENT
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The Intelligence Department with the army had been reorganised and now worked with a refreshing

efficieney.  Accurate information as to the location and strength of the Boer forces in General Buller's

{ront

Disposition of the | i = — e R
Boer forces. 1 e
been

obtamed as the frst pre-
Iminary: of soccess. It
Wils ]'\‘.I]l}\\'“ ‘]Hll [h"_\ hlf]']
Hussar Hill at nieht and
the bed of the Gomba by

day, that I|1r“}' had camps
on Hlapngwane and Cin-
goloy and that the western
slopes ol this last monn-
tain had been entrenchod.
A Creusot field gun and a
“ Pom-Pom ™ were e
ported on Hlangwane :
one gun was detected near
Grreen Hill §and just north
of Colenso, amidst the

kopjes  at the foot o -
(_\II'O}I]CI"H [\'I:)nl‘, were made SCOUTS OF BETHUNES MOUNTED INFANTRY
out six other guns or ** Pum-Poms.” The actal force of the enemy in the neichbourhood of Colenso
about February 1o was probably between 10,000 and 12,000, bnt in the nest few days the influence
of Lord Roberts’ movements in the Free State was distinetly felt, and 35000 or more of the Free
Staters and Transvaalers left to oppose the British Commander-in-Chief.  Round Ladysmith there may
have been from 5000 to 8000 Boers. so that their total strength in Natal, before the invasion of
the Free State began, was from 15000 to 20,000, all seasoned men, flushed with repeated victory.

Arainst them Sir George

White had now not more
than Gooo men capable of
lining his trenches, and of
these scarcely tne could De
trusted to march a mile.
Sir Redvers Buller, the
“ Red Bull” as the Boers

calied him, may have had

24,000 combatants 0t for
duty : they, too, were well-
tried wveterans, troined 1o
the hitter school of defeat
and because of that very
fact, perhaps, more to be

tristed  than any  other

army of their strength.
They were eager for a fresh
impetuous assault upon the
frowning heights, though
they well knew that success

could only be purchased

PREPARATIONS FOR THE ADUVANGE INTO ZULULAND
Beathune's Mounted Intuntey packing their kic

by terrilbile sacrifices.

"
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On February 12, as a preliminary to the advance by Monte Cristo and Pleters, Hussar Hill was
reconnoitred.  On the previous day Bethune’s Mounted Infantry had been despatched ta the Zululand

frontier with two objects in view—to protect eastern Natal from raiding parties of
Expedition Into

Zululand Boers, aml at the swne time to menace the extreme Boer left.  This weakened Lord

Dundonald’s Cavalry Brigade and left him with only the Sonth African Light Huorse,
Thorneveroft's Mounted Infantry, the Composite Regiment of Mounted Infantry, and the varions Natal
volunteer orgamsations.  \With these, one field battery and a single battalion of infantry, the Welsh
Fusiliers, in support, General Buller and Lord Dundonald marched out in the morning. The day was
intensely hot and the advance excessively trying to the troops, but the Boers offired practically no
resistance. A sputtering fire, not a steady roar of musketry, came from the cover on the hill, and Colonel

Thorneyeroft was able to push

rapidly forward and seize i
without loss of any  kind.

Then Gene-

Buller reconnoitres.

ral  Buller
rode up and with a powerful
telescope scanned the face of the
conntry before him—the green
valley of the Gomba, the rock-

ribbed barrier of Cingolo and

GROBLER'S KLOOEF HKRAAL NEAR THE suMMIT,

Monte Cristo. and away to the left the
alistening tin rools of Colenso, which hod
witnessed lius former reverse.  Ta the north
Bulwana stood up before him, and  puffs
of smoke from its summit showed that the

Boer guns were stll busy at their congeniul

wark of bombarding Ladysmith.  As he
e gazed upon the landscape the Boer skir-
[#hata By Caney, mishers grew in andacity and had to  be
GROBLER'S KLOOF SPRUL ACK 1IN POSSES : Al eyl : i ; mg
JBLER'S KLOOF SERUIT: JACK IN POSSESSION given a few rounds from the Colt euns and
'y : defnees ¢ were aced there by the Hoers, who used th i v =
be g station. coad from the Tugela, at Calonss, o Ladysmic  artillery.  About noon the British (oree swas
{ L Tlege %

ordered to retire, since General Buller was
not as yet ready to begin his advance, and Hussar Hill was not by nature a defensible position,  As
the troops fell back, the Boers dashed forward, and opened a tremendous long-range fire upon the
mounted infantrv.  The squadrons opened out and Lord Dundonald’s Colt guns speedily replied,
supported by the rifles of the mounted infantrvmen. The fire was fierce, and vet the ecasualties
were trivial in the extreme: Licutenant J. Churchill, brother of the famous war vorrespondent,
Mr. Garrard, an expert who was entrusted with the management of the Colt euns, and Len men were
wonnded, but not severely. The Boers, as usual, were quite invisible to the naked eve. The enemy
were temporarily checked by the shower of bullets, and the retivement of the British proceeded without
further imcident.
The r3th passed in preparition for the advance, The traops  rested and made ready for the

'-]'-'"‘}'L‘T'JT" work before them, Tl creat O-mneh naval o was placed in pn-iifilm near Chieveley, side



AN ALARM IN CAMP

i i’ et ccourpenon oy Buller s samps. A pateol coming o touch with the snony woukl gall for suppers, and inmedingely
on dopicted G0 won the o l:.-ll‘. Hird (e Soptle Afodoin Blehr Horse—who ware thise colled upan,  Fheso men distingisbie kel i

tingiabied themk
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by side with two naval 4°7's, so that all three weapons could fire as required either upon Hussar FLill,
Hlanewane, or Cingolo; three more 4°7's had reached Chieveley on trucks. but as they were upon

ship-mounntings could not as yet be emploved.  General Hart was detailed with bis
Disposition of the

British forces. brigade to guard the camp, and two fresh s-inch siege guns arrived and were

added to General Buller's long-range artillery. Into the valley of the Blaauwkrantz
marched General Lyttelton with the bricades of Hildyard and Norcott, and took post for the night two
miles east of ['ln;:vch:'\'. On the morning of the 1gth the great advance, which was to end at
Ladysmith, began. The troops knew that already in the west the invasion of the Free State was
in p-ru:.zruss. and that in every quarter the Boers were being vigorously pressed.  Ladysmith, too, knew
it. and the hearts of its starving garrison beat higher. Help was coming both from the west and

south—indirectly from the west, directly from the south.

THE DASH INTO ZULULAND: BETHUNE'S MOUNT

0 INFANTRY CROSSING A DRIFT NEAR BUTHAS CASTLIL,

The Boers. as was their wont, had retired from Huossar Hill for the day: but when the Sauth
African Light Horse rode briskly forward towards that emmence they realised its importance.  From the

: dongas of the Gomba theyv ran o neck-and-neck race with the Colontal troopers
Hussar Hill seized.

for the summit, but the Colonials won.  Just in time the “ Cockiolly birds,” as
they were called from their hats with feathered plimes, and, perhaps, also from the swagger with
which thev bore themselves. gained the summit.  Once in possession they held fast to the hill,
gngaging in a vigorous tifle doel with their enemy.  Behind them advanced i an endless ling the

dritish infantry, General Barton on the lefi. Geénerals Coke and Wenne in the centre, and Generals
Hildvard and Norcott on the right,  For the first time in this war the whole available strength ol
the Natal army was to be emploved agamst the enemy. General Buller must have been a proud
man, as that day he watched the spirited advance of his splendid soldiers and saw them straining it
the leash to be let go against the Boers, as he realised that the twenty-five thousand men he
commanded were prepared to face everything—bullets and shells and death—to wash out the stain
of defeat which smirched his record and theirs. General Barton followed the Colonials on to Hussar

Hill and began the construction of entrenchments there, while on his right General Lyttelton, and on



Fep. 1415, 1900.]  Arfillery Massed on Hussar Hill.

_.[,_I_l.'_)

his left General Warren, swept steadily forward.

. . Upon the height thus won General Buller planted his
powerful artillery.

I'he naval 1z-pounders were stationed behind sandbage diefences, which enabled them
to defy the enemy's projectiles: the s-inch position wuns. the s-inch howitzers, and the feld artillery
were  placed in  the

aper.  The ;\ii\'_\' Lrg-

lieved in cover, the
Army did net. And
then, from Hussar
Hill, the troaps looked
out acronss the green
valley of the Gomba
still full of Boer sharp

shooters,  upon  the

~]1-_{|--- aof l‘:‘l'lj__'-]ll and
the Mat-t pped, bougg-
ler-covered Gipeen Hill,

which were to e the

13
VR,

SAILORES DRAGGING A NAVAL GUN INTO' POSITION, abjectives of the next
maoavenents.

During the night which followed the capture of Hussar Hill the heavy guns at Chieveley

maintained a desultory fire upon Hlangwane. With dawn of the 1sth the weapons an Hussar Hill

began to shell Green Hill and Cingelo. while the troops m opetn formation ecleared the eastern spurs

of Hussar Hill and drove back the Boer  snipers,” under cover of the artillery. which now mustered
na dess than four s-mch, two 4'7-mel, six naval 12-pounder, six Horse Artillery tz-ponnder. forty-two
fiecld 13-pounder, and six mountain 7-pounder guns, with six 3-inch  howitzers, all in position on
Hussar Hill. The guns were better worked and more skilfully directed than upon any previous
ogecasion in Natal: better means of communication had been arransed. so as to facilitate a con-
centrated fire upon the enemy. The army, in short, had profited by defeat. The Boers answerod
the British fire with two long-range guns and a * Pom-Por,'" which, as usual, it was impoessible to
locate, No clowls of dust and smeke disclosed their position,  Yer they burst shells in all directions
abaut the British troops and British guns.  * Sometimes they fired ar the guns for a few mmuotes” says
Mr. Atkins, “then they would change to a group of hattery horses, then to a firing line of mmfantry,

s a4 eun or a few

then to a transport train. And we! Why. on those rare accasions swhen we

Boers we are only for the moment relieved from the constant puzzie of having nothing to fire at.”

UNDER MARCHING ORDERS: OFFICERS INSPECTING THE RIFLES AND THE FEET OF THEIR MEN
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CAME KITCHEN OF THE DUBLIN FUSICIERS ON THE TUGELA

The day was one of fierce heat, and water was exceedingly scarce.  lron tanks, mounted on

WHEUONS,

Scarcity of water.

brought up a small supply: nevertheless the sufferings of

horses and men were severe.

Hussar Hill had no springs upon its summit; the nearest points from which the

precions fHoid could be obtained were the stream of the (Gomba. brawling in the

valley below, and farther away the stream of the Blaauwkrantz,

Perhaps it was their thirst as much

= their renowned valour that carried the West Surrevs through the thick bush which covered the north-

castern slope of Hussar Hill, as far as the Gomba, but General Buller was not as vet ready to advance so

fur, and theyv were recalled.

The heghting came to an end about 2 poan., and had little result,

On the 16th the weather was again suffocatingly hot. and the general unprepared to force matters

to a conclusion.

supposed that the British army had only to deal with a weak rearguard.

a sharp artillery duel
*Pam-Poms’
Bullerand his staff, . . . Until 11.20 a.m.,
time and again the enemy’s artillery
broke out anew, after being temporarily
silenced, proving that neither onr Iyeldite
nor shrapnel had quite got home upon
them.™  The infantry prepared to push
forward and cross the Gomba—Bartan's
towards Green Hill. Hildvard's
and Noreott's towards Cingolo: bul in

v il |I|l

the morning, owing to the intense heat,
it was thought wiser to recall them after
they had gained a good deal of oround,
The {]:y\' thus passed, us the 1sth before
it, resultlessly,  As the British retired
a small body of Boers pushed after them,
and had the audacity to close in to a
distance of less than 500 vards from
the British outposts, The enemy were
only driven back by a concentrated fire

“Shrapnel.,” says

snapped and whipped up dust and rock, occasionally

Iighting began with day, but the Beers seemed to be in small force, and it was

There was., as before,
Mr. Bennet Buarleigh, * barst around the batteries, and

within a few vards of General
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from the British guns, which pitched lyddite shells and shrapnel liberally among them,

causing them,
it was afterwards known. heavy loss.

They went back as quickly as they had come, and henceforward
the British possession of the northern slopes of Hussar Hill was undisputed. N

ew trenches were
made to assure the ground won,

and water was brought up to the thirsty men,

With sunset of the 16th came the end of inaction. Everything was now ready for the advance

and orders were issued for a general movement on the i7th. At dawn the artillery on Hussar

Hill began a vigorous bombardment of C ingolo and Monte Cristo. With Hussar Hill

: HESTIE ]\’.\rIT,
General Lyttelton's whale division was to extend and SWEED

round, enveloping Cingolo and getting

beyond the Boer left. At the saume time Lord Dundonald with the mmounted inlantry, making a vet

wider circle, was to strike farther to the enemy’s left, and to fall upan the north-castern slopes of

Capl, Retchiin Lieut. Thomson Cal Ghurke Capt. Allun i
(U5 of Americal [Hallnnd (Hussia [Norway A
Mr Fisher [Orunge Pree Stit

FOREIGN ATTACHES WITH FHE HOERS

Cingolo.  Thus, in order from left to right, the brigades in the British line, stretching from Chieveles
ta far south-eastwards of Cingolo, were Hart's, Coke's, Barton's, Norcott's, Hildvard's. and Dundonald’s,
The thick brushwood veiled their movements from the enemy and gave excellent cover, at the risk of
their suddenly finding themselves in the midst of the foe. DBut, superior in numbers, and armed with
the biayonet for hand-to-hand encounter, the British troops had little cause to dread such unexpected
contact with the enemy.
Lord Dundonald first marched ten miles to the east, his men n single file, and then. sSwinging
round, began to climb through trees and boulders up the rough, precipitous side of Cing o, S0
thick was the bush that a path had to be cut. and progress, in consequence, wis
Ritask oy Shnaols: slow. From dawn until the sun was high the troopers were hidden in the jungle,
but about 1t a.m. a handful of men reached the summit at its southern extremity, and foand 1
here and there by copses and strewn with boulders \s they

comparatively open ground, hroker



debouched, a parte of Boers apened fire.

BRUTNISH 18 FOSITHIN ¢

Thds is the milltary guo, as distnguisined from the prdn, maval gun

Dundonald’s Brigade pushed northwards along

With the Flag fo Pretoria.
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First came one shot, and then a heavy veolley, while every man

i the British foree held his breath.
[T the enemy were in strength,
they must with little trouble huarl
back this small detachment, which,
from the difhenlty of the path up
the mounntain, could only be slowly
reinforced. Fortunately, as 1t
turned  out, there were buot o
hundred Boers on that part of
the ridge, acung as an ourpost—
for they had never expected the
British to approach in  this
direction—and 1]1!'}' fell Bacl [re-
cipitiately as our men  returned
their hre, suffering some loss, A
footing npon the height had been

worn, and. secing this, the rest of

its slope towards the nek which parts Cingolo [rom

Monte Cristo, so as to threaten the retreat of the parties of the enemy holding the ridge of Cingolo.

From other quarters the attack was
developing,  While shrapnel searched the
westérn face of Cingolo, and while the
howitzers seared the summit of Green
Hill with' their ran of lyddite nll the
mountains reverberated the roar of the
cannonade, the infantry advange made
progress.  * The noise was deafening,”
says a correspondent, *and expressions
of pity could be heard in the ranks of
the Irish Fusiliers, such as “ Poor beggars!
Why don’t they go lhome and look after
their frms 7" The swish of the heavy
missiles from the howitzers was delightful
to listen to as they sped over our heads,
especially to me, who had been driven
by the enemy's long-range guns from
town to town, The sides of the hills
began ta asstime a most peculiar appenr-
ance.  The yellow smoke from the lvddite,
and the brilliant white of the shrapnel, as
they burst in the air together, mingled
with the clouds of dust that the common
shells: raised ap like so many variesated
spread-out fans, presented o preture not
vet represented on any wall. TFor a {ull
hour our stream of fire continued, without
disclosing the presance of a single Boer.
The enemy took our pills of iron, as he
always does at the outset of an crngage-
ment. with dogged silence.  He sat tight.

He was not to be drawn in such 2

Alec Paili]

ANNIUHMTLATION OF A GUN'S CREW BY A HOER SHRAPNEL SHELL.
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453
fashion.”  As the day went on, the Boers at last began to reply with a well-directed fire, and shra )11'-1-
and shell fell in unpleasantly close proximity to the Iiri!1.~|:';_;nu.a. Again and again .lhn-IT' -ﬁ-;u;.i?,;lu
redoubts saved the paval 1Z-pounders: the reggla artillety now suffered for its disreeard u.l' m\wrﬁ
A Boer shrapnel burst aceuraiely among the crew of one of the s-in. position  guns .‘illl'l killed -i
wounded all the six men init. Then were other narrow esciapes, bulb the '_‘.I.‘I'l!‘]'r: |u-.'-‘|-r Hin: ||{-.‘| 1
showed a trace of fear. Their work was done as oo lly and correctly as .ll- they had been at drill

on the parade-ground, and

as if they had not had
to fear the shrickinge mis-
siles ol an invisible enemy.
N 1 Gun. bire ! Nn. Z
Giun, Fire ' repeated the
officer in cliarge with ealim
and monaotonons precision,
unmoved by the tumunl
about  him. On  erthe
lank of the 5-in. weapons
were the field guns, and
behind, concealed Ly the
ridge from the Boers. the
dumpy  howitzers, Thi
liot morning air was suffo-
cating with the smell of
burnt wool—the charac-
teristie scent of cordite
and greasy with its fine
powdery ash.,

Hildyard's and Nor-
cott's Brigades, meantime,
crossed the Gomba and
closed upon  Cingolo,
opening o heavy rifle lire
upon: the Boers.  Parties
of the enemy could be
made out from  Hussa
Hill, hurrying across the
nek which  divides Cin
golo from  Monte Cristo
to reinforce their outposts
on  the summit. which
they now saw was the
ohject of attack. But as

their whole attention was

concentrated upon  the

IHE SCOTS FUSILIERS: ADVANCING THROUGH THUE BRUSHWOOD TD THE
VGREEN HiLd

repulse  of  the infantry
chimbing  the  western
slopes, the enemy overlooked the cavalry and mounted infantry threatening the southern and south

gastern approaches. It was for this reason that, covered by the rifle duel whiclh was procesding on
the western slopes, lord Dundonald’s advance was so easy. The West Surrevs were now detached
[rom Hildvard's Bricade and elimbed the hill from the south, joining hands, as the top of the ridge
Wils T'l‘.il'ill-'li. with Lord Dandonald.  About noon. er soon after, & heliograph was seen winking on the

summit. and it was senerally known that suceess had crowned the assault. Then the mounted infantry
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were made out driving the Boers before them to the nek.  Forthwith the infantry of Hildyard's,
Norcott's, and Barton's Brigades pressed forward to co-operate with and support the mounted men.
The Irishh Fusiliers. indeed, or some of them, went tog far. An officer amd 20 or 30 men actually
pushed on to the western end of the Green Hill ridee, and fonnd that Green Hill sas not occupied
by the enemy. They attempted to signal back the fact to the rest of the brigade, but failed to

attract attention: vet none ; )

the less they were able to
do good service by pro-

he

tecting the fank of f
West Yorkshires, whowere
now swarming into the
nek at the northern end
of Cingolo: and though
withdrawn at the close ol
the day, they were replaced
by a company of West
Yorkshires. so that the

ground they had gained

was not lost.  As  the
afternnon wore on the st
small parties ol Boers were
dislodeed from  Cingalo,
and hold upon that height
Wwds .‘:l'l.'lll'(.'tl 11_\' L‘I][I't'l'lk'.]l-
ments.  From the top
Ladysmith conld be seer
fourteen miles off, and with
it signals were at once ex-
changed. Gunswere hur-
riedd up in readiness to
open hire the following day
upon Monte Cristo and
Hlangwane, which  were
the next points marked
out for capture. At night-
fall the Bntish infantry
bivounacked 1 the nek,
and prepared with rising
spirits  to  renew  the
struggle.  The casualties
of the day’s fight were low

l.r\\'i]l:..[ to  the excellenc

of the cover, not much ¢ _ e : o m =

exceeding 50 killed and

Afrer o shetch by Fomest Frater,

VHE CAFTURE OF MONTE CRISTO

Fles Strrey men advaneing and firing from cover, ' pla

wounded. A distinct sue-
t L suc e pame, mned Beatlng (o o0 B as the ardist and

cess had been gamed at
trivial cost. But the arm,; of Natal had too often been baulked at the last moment, after initial
victory, to build anreasonable expectations upon what it had attained.

Until darkness fell the outposts of the two armies continued to exchange shots, and far into
the night the artillery maintained its bombardment of Monte Crnsto and Hlangwane., With dawn
of the 18th the hght tecommenced. Again the long line of British guns showered projectiles upon

Monte Cristo, while the infantry set to work to storm the mountain. The 64th Field Battery took
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up a position on the slopes of Cingolo, whence it could enlilade the Boer position 3 from. ths

7th Field Battery directed its projectiles alternatel

hollow between Green Hill and Cingalo thy

upon:  Gireen Hill  and

Maonte Criste.

Monte Cristo .,
geized. [he lsoers on
the |atter
height were in consider-
thle fr':u-, bt liad  ex-
pected the attack to come
trom Green Hill, and not
rom their flank and rear:
they .were greatlv  dis-
heartened by the turn
matters had taken, and
seemed no longer to heht
with their old spirit; Theis
guns, lhowever, rained
shells: upon the top of
Cmgelo, which was leld
by the West Surrevs, and.,
despite the excellenze of
the cover, inflicted some

loss upon that battalion.

¥ K. Breansi, Newnarket Then towards 8 a.m.. the
THIE WEST YORESHIRES ATTACKING MONTE GRISTO v
: ' ? infantry  of  Hildyvard's

brmgade began their climb up the steep sl pes of Mante Cristo,! the West Yorkshires leading, and the

West and East Surreys supporting. Simultaneously Barton’s Fusilier Brigade pushed on up the
ridge of Green Hill, its tiers upon tiers of trenches now all asmoke with the shells from the British
guns, bursting well in advance of the assaulting infantry “ The musketry,” says Mr. Winstan
Churchill, “swelled into a constant crackle, like the noise of 4 good fire roaring up the chimney ; but

ift spite of moré ‘than a hundred casualties the advance was never checked for an instant. and by

half past ten o'clock the = —— —————
bayonets of the attacking
infantry  began  to  glitte
among the trees of (he
sutnrmait.’™ Before  that
dauntless, unflinelung ad-
vance the courage of the

commandoswho held Maonte

Cristo evaporated. and the
Boers leaped upon  then
FIRAIE ponics  angd  retired
helter-skelter. A Boer
“Pom-Pom " at this moment

all buat fell mte Brtish

hands, only making s
l_',—-.l_'.’[p:_- ||\ il ;—[I'll]n' O Had
Inck. [t was afterwands
found  buored on Hlang-

wane, Then an the British

skirmishers upon the sum

mit descended a haill of BOER CRELS( UN, SHOWING THE ACT OF LOADI
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projectiles from the Boer guns—shrapnel from the big Creusots. strngs ol little stee]l bolts from
the deadly * Pom-Poms —and m the turmeoil and duost of lashing bollets our men could be seen
from Hussar Hill frantically workmmg at the construction of schanzes and entrenchiments.  Ifor a
moment or two it seemed that there might almoest be a repetition of Spion Kop, and that for all
rtillerv five from the heights they lyad

their courage the British troops nught be driven back by

so nobly won. But then to the anxions watchers came the sight of the rush of wave upon wave
of reinforcements; of a fierce dash which carried the Fusil Bricade and Norcott's Brigade to the
top of Green Hill with the loss of no more than three men—so well bad the guns done their work—
and the sound of exultant cheer answering esultant cheer.  Monte Cristo was won: Green Hill was
waon, and bright with flashing bavonets; a success greater than the army knew had crowned its

stubborn efforts.  The Boers were

in flight, and the fre of then
artillery was not to cover and
prepare a counter-alttack on their
part, but only to safeguard thei
retreat.

Norcott's men pushed rapidly
over the hollow which parts Green
Hill fraom Monte Cristo towards
a Boer laager which now came
into sight.  They were upon thi
epemy’s line of retreat, though
thev bardly knew 1. Presently
they made out a large body of
moeunted  men.  maneuvring  in
gond order and apparently dis-
posed i squadrons and regiments.
FFor this reason they took it for
Dundonald’s  Brigade and  ze-
frained from firing. The Boers.
for Boer the force was, were thus
enabled to escape without suffering
complete disaster.. as when the
British troops detected their erro
it was too late for them to cans

the enemy serions mischief. Yo

the DBoers did mnot get  awas

scatheless.  The sunners of th

big naval 6-inch  weapon at

W I Adwend, R4 After @ ahpich by Brnecl rater,

THE MEETING OF ITAYTTELTONS AND BARTON'S JARIGADES AFTER THE STORMINI

Chieveley canght sight of a laree
- OF GREEN HILI

commanda formed vpand dropped
pight into the midst of it a lyddite shell, swhich is said by the Boers themselves to have done the
most  terrible  execution. It was, probably, the deadliest shot fired in the war, General Buller
personally thanked the naval officer responsible for it.
The loss of Green Hill and Monte Cristo at once rendered Hlangwane untenable, and the Boers
immediately evacuated the eminence. It was the key to the Colenso position.  In such haste did
Boers retreat that two of their camps with large gquantities of stores and equipment
Hlangwane evacuated
by the Boers,

Capture of the enemy’s ;
camp. exploration. Here [ saw the dreadful effects of the heavy fite of our large ordnance.

fell mto the hands of General Buller's men. “ The deserted laager and entrench-

ments,” says a correspondent of the Daly Telepraph, * formed excellent ground fo

Thonsands, nay, tens of thousands of rounds of Mauser ammunition were [ound
scattered over every trench, strewn over the roads, and in the tenantless tents. Cartridpes for the
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Maxim-Nordenfeldt were fonad by the dozen cases unopened. The Boers in their hurey had tried to

trundle them away i wheel-barrows, but onr swift advance spotled this mode of transportation and

barrows and ammunition were abandoned. There were hundreds of blankets of every desc Fsbioml 2ls
overcoats, (ackets, trousers, and mackintoshes,  The enemy had been lwine, if not surnptuonsly, at

least with enough and to spare of good foodstuffs, There wero |

vidences of women having been in th

camp from articles of fe-

male dress Wing nearh

cvervwvhere abont,  Mipsls

cre disturbed during th

found here and thers

the camp. From  ong
imnger to another we * pro-
spected ' until we reached
that under the commaned
of Commandant Breyten-
bach. It was filthv and
unsavoury,  but Psalm
books and Bibles wers
found in  every tent."
\mong the papers found
were letters asking for
remtorcements, and a reply
from  headquarters befors
Ladysmith to the effect
that 130 men shogld D

sent, but that more could

siering force was none Lo
strong for 1ts work., The
cnemy’s trenches whieh
seamed the southern face
of Green Hill were of
remarkable pattern, many
it them blasted hwi

six feet deep in the rock.

with well-designed bomb-

prouis and cirefully
-n'[l'l'llll[ entranees el
exis. ]l' ';_‘].i-l

K. Calon TV eoididle
ONE OF THE 45 NAVAL GUNS SHELLING GRQBLER'S KLOOF
ture. Ofthe am-

munition captured, a great quantity was found to be loaded with expanding bullets of Dum-Dum pattern,
soft-nosed or split-nosed, the employment of which 1s contrary to the conventions of civibised war,

From Ladysmith men saw with bursting hearts the steady advance, Cingolo taken was a sonrce
= 1

of ecneouragement ; much more so the appearance of British infintry i full wview upon the summnt

Monte Cristo. The garrison grew as jobilant as the force that marched steadfastly ta its reliel through
bullets and shells. And from Monte Cristo in its turn the relief force locked down through the gap

I"I|' S AWy,

between Bulwana and Cwesar's Camp upon the tin roofs of the persecuted town. bBut @ pare ten
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The British casualty list for the day's fighting was but 179, and this time not a drop of bload had
been shed in yain, I'im exchange of shots with the enemy’s rearguard only ceased at nightfall, when
heavy rain fell and the defeated Poers drew back across the Tugela, evacuating Colense and the works
\\"m'('.h had twe months before repulsed the onset o the British army.  On the 1gth the Fusilier Brigade
of General Barton advanced and occupied Hlangwane without resistance. It is said by a correspondent
with the Boers that this casy capture was due to the disohedignce and cowardice of a commandn which

had been ordered to occupy the height and to relieve another commando.  The commando on duty went

quietly off. and the commanda which shonld have relieved it cilmly bivouacked some distance away

from Hlangwane, Be this as it may, the hill could not huve been held aganst the enfilading fire which

%

[Enlarged jrom
@ anaps ot phaoto.

PBUILDING THE TRESTLE BRIDGE OVER TIE TUGELA AT COEENSQ,

could have been directed npon it from Green Hill and Monte Cristo. The DBritish heavy guns o
this day pushed forward and took post upon Creen Hillo whence they could shell Grobler's Kloof and
the Boer lines south of Ladysmith. [t was otherwise a day of rest for the
Heavy guns on Green S iy iy i :

Hill. majority of the British army. after the hard work of the 17th and 18th; the only
ieident of importance which marked it was the reappearance of a small force

of Boers—possibly the missing commando—who crossed the Tugela once more and opened a sniping
fire from the bush-covered, broken ground north of Hlangwane. They retired. however, in the evening ;
. in the afternoon the Rifle Composite Battalion entered the village of Colensa and
Colenso occupied. : i ) . : :
occupied it. The place was found in a lamentable state of filth and disorder.
“ Every inside of every house,” says a correspondent, * was willully wrecked, besides windows and doors,
which were smashed beyond repair. The liouse of the stationmaster was in a disgusting state. The
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walls were wrilten aver in wvarious |;|1r;:l::1;'t_'~_

those of Natal Dutehmen, which at a [uture thme mav serve as nseful evidence, and the

o 1 observed a few incriminating signatures, resembline
I nagement
e - Pt — _________ mught do better than obliter:te
the “writing on the ywall)! The
school furmiture was demolished.
as also the slates and copyhonks
ol the sehinlars.  Forsuch wianton

destruction there wis o excnse :

I wWas aogrim commentary upon
the sancumonious professions of
the Daers gnd their leaders. The
construction of a new trestle bridee
at Lolenso, across which ta carrv
the milway, was at once begun,
while all the material for the rEpar

of the oreinal Dheidee was Horcied

'
a

tothe spot. On the zoth the Boers
were thoroughly eleared out of the
rround sonth

The river crossed, :
o '||1\' FIVET,

and Colenel Thomeveroft and his
COLENSQ: THE FROKEN RAILWAY HRIDGE THE TRESTLE BRIDGE, AND FORT WALl l ) FEG d-his
trar | oo-orh apd. men crossed the ugelaat Colenso,

urnilery covered the advance of the Infiniry on Felirnary, 3, g

reconnojtred the kopjes immedi-
ately to the north of the town and came under a sharp fire rom them. The news from the west,
the relief of Kimberley, the fact that Cranje had Deen brought to a standstill and surreunded
Paardeberg, combined with the dispirited manner in which, during the past few days, the Boers had
opposed the advance of the Natal army, all contributed to inspire the belief that the enemy was
retreating, and that now little mare remained but to march northwards to Ladysmith. The belief
was erroneous ; not thus easily was Ladysmith to be saved : but it led General Baller to abandon the
ling of advance direct-
lv. northwards from
Monte Cristo, round
the left of the Boers—
a line which had great
advantages supposing
that the advance was
to be determingcly
opposed.  He decided
to move by Colensg
and the Boer centre.
generally following the
course of the railway.
In England and Natal
the news ol his suc-
cesses had cansead
general jubilation. It
was thonght that the
relief of Ladysmith was

TLONY llll[_'.-' a matfer of

hours, and reports that

it had Dbeen already

WA N ONCTIE TUGELA AT CILENSO

GENERAL HART SUPERINTENDING THE LAUNCHING
1'”!'(:[!.'!] were clurrent. e bridee shown o this photograph is the road bridge
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The hne now held by the enemy stretched from the high land to the north-west of Colenso,
generally parallel to the course of the Tuogela, and about a mle back from it, across Onderbrook
Spruit, and through the hills known afterwards as Hedge Hill, Railway Hill, with its two eminences

Hart's or Inmskilling Hill, and Kitchener's Hill—and Pieter’s or Barton's Hill, to the extreme
Boer left, which curved northwards across the open ground to the southern end of Bulwana. Hedge,
Hart's, Kitchener's, and Pieter’s Hills lay just to the south of Pieters Station, where the open country,
which stretched as far as Bulwana and Ladysmith, graduoally rising all the way, began, Indisputably
the weakest point in the Boer position was their left, for the gap between Pieter's Hill and Bulwana was
wide, and practically indefensible.  On their right the ground was wooded and much intersected by dongas
and hollows, with the inevitable stone-covered kopjes at every turn, until the lofty mountaing were

reached. A pontoon bridge was built near Colensa by General Buller on the z2ist, and General

¥

4

GENERAL COXE'S BRIGADE CROSSING THE TUGELA NEAH COLENSO BY THE DRIET AND THE PONTOON BRIDGE.

Coke's Brigade, with a field battery, and half General Wynne's Brigade, moved across.  Their orders

were to reconnoitre thoronghly the kopjes and broken ground beyond Fort Wlie,
Reconnaissance b _ 2 d P ) A : | =
Coke's Brigadc.y and then to advance in the direction of Onderbronk Spruit, to ascertain the streneth

of the Boers. They were not to deliver a serious attack.  Alreadv the Boers,

noting that the British were not, after all, pressing the forward movement by way of Monte Cristo.
had ceased to retreat.  Their waggons had been seen trekking north and west, and their camps
breaking up, on the previous day. but now they scemed to be returning : they had, in fact, plucked
up heart as they felt that their position could be defended against attack coming from the direction
of Colensa, They returned, therefore, in some strength, and oceupted  their entrenchiments, J0er
writers put their force at 2,500, and, knowing the Boer weakness for always looking at their own
numbers through the wrong end of the field-vlass, we may safely reckon it as 5,000 to 6,000 men,

commanded by the best and voungest of their generals,
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Covering the reconnaissance of Coke’s Bripade, the British .’|r1i'1||r:, shel

led the supposed  position

of the Boers, and ]NIIITEILI I_\'\'it.iiln_‘ shells into Grobler's Kloof il th houses of Colenso shook under

the repeated explo-
sions, and men turned
out in alarm, believing
that the British guns
were by accident firing
upon them. The Boers
sullenly replied with
their Creusots and
ficld guns. Up to a
certain point General
Coke's men adyvanced
with little. loss. As
usual, the Boers, in-
visible and under per-
fect cover, were holding
their fire and wait-
ing for the British.
At dusk ounr troops
were i[1 open ;_{ﬁ_llllh.f‘
the Somersetshires
leading, when sudden-
ly, at a range of little
over 200 yards, the
slope of the hill in
front of them burst
into flame. Immediate
retreat was the only
course, but belore the
brigade passed out of
the zone of fire 1t had
lost 200 men, nearly
half this loss falling
upon the devoted So-
mersets, whose [irst
action this was. They
behaved with the ut-
most  courage under
trying circumstances.

All the 21st, men
and guns had been
crossing the Tugela,

and not till well on

in the morning of the BRIGADIBRGENERAL FREDERICK 'W. RITCHENER
2z2nd was the bulk of General Kltchenir lsa youngee beothée of 1 - "
] 4 s imont 1870 Lapiain, =t A L

vl In the Afghian W
v Expodi
fomim

the armv over. The

artillery was in posi-
tion to cover the
meditated attack—the howitzers disposed under Fort Wylie, the rgth and 63rd Field Batternies at thi
sharp angle of the River Tugela opposite Onderbrook Spruit railway bridge, and on Hlangwane or its

- 5 ) s the kooies of Forl
slopes two 4'7's, four naval 12-pounders, and the 64th Field Battery; among the kopjes north of For
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Wylie were the 73rd, 28th, and 78th Field Batteries. These guns poured shrapnel over the country,
but whether the shrapnel struck anything is doubtful,  The Boers were seattered over several square
miles of ground covered with bush and boulder. giving perfect protection and concealment. Rarely
or never was the enemy seen., Thus began a day of most desperate and dificult fighting, which
proved once more to the full the indomitable valour and unflinching dash of the British infantry.

It was the alternoon belore the real advance northwards along the railway line was in active

To the note of the booming of the guns battalions deployed, lines went forward, and the

progress.
Lrushwood which hid the Boer sharpshooters began to crackle with the fire of
Il;r;;;de;:lzgo multitudinons rifles.  From the slopes of Grobler's Kloofl, from Hedge Hill and

Hurt’s Hill, came the swishing bullets.  The men who had fought on Spion Kop
—the admirable Lancashire Brigade that had been General Woodgate's, and now was under the orders
of General Wynne—was in the vangonard, the South Lancashires and 1st Lancasters forming the
firing line. Each yard of the advance was hotly contested. From the cirenmstances already recorded,

the guns could give little help; 1t was an infantry fight, pure and simple, in which everything

MASSING THE TRANSPORT ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE TUGELA, OPPOSITE CULENSH

# 1own A8 =een dnthe @entre ol the plctore ust above the plers of the brokon b fdygn

depended upon the bravery of the private soldier and his regimental officers.  Once more the spectators
were thiilled at the sight of the stolid valour which the men displayed. “ The line of attack,” Says
Mr. Atkins, * lay over a broken sea of country. It was, like all advances of British infantry, steady
and onquestioning. I remember one deep trough in this frozen sea. where the shells fell again and
again.  The road lay through it, and guns and ammunition train must all pass that way. The
shells seemed to come regularly, and vou could almost caleulate where the moving column would be
punctuated with death.” In support of the Lancashire Brigade marched the 3rd King's Rifles, the

Composite Rifle Battalion, and Hildyard's Brigade. Twilight fell, and the advance still continued,
while the fierce, disjointed fight raged on all sides. The necessity of clearing the lower slopes of
Grobler's Kloof, which threatened for miles the left flank of the British Army, had compelled a
change, or rather an extension, of front. The British firing line now ran almost parallel to the

Tugela, facing westward, with its right on the river, close to Onderbrook Spruoit, and its left in the
air, to the north west of Colenso. Shrapnel and shell from the Boer guns fell everywhere —now
amongst the roofs of Colense, now amongst the waggons crossing the pontoon bridges, and now
again amongst the British guns and limbers, At last, with the blackness of night, the artillery fre
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ceased, but the rifle hre swelled up moa hirtons roar, which told elogquent|

that the Boers were delivering o counter-attack. Among the casualtivs ';I

the day’s fight was General Wynne, the snecessor of (reneral Woadeate,

wounded,  His command was taken over by General Kitchener. brother of
the famous conqueror of the Sudan.

Many strange things happened in the darkoess,  The King's Royval Rifles.

on the British left, advinced to place outposts for the nicht upon the crest

of a ridge which rose before them, when their leadine

Deadly experience of . £ El

the King's Royal Rifies, COMIPililes recelved on a sudden a hot fire from a number

of Boers who, unknown to the British, were halding th

ridge. One company thereupon charged, drove back the Boers, and gilined

the ridge, but found itself alone, without support, close to a strongly manned
Boer trench which lay on the flat sommit, There this company foueht and

waited through the evening and night, without food or water, hearing all about

EUT-COLBREL HAR
Eakt Surrey Reglment
A tiled Felirasry 2

it the agonised eries of the wounded. to whom no help could be given, prayiug for the reinforcements

Trrin: ..".“R“"“"W
r
killing ! Mitchunak

siven to retire. By twos and

front and of the Brtish behind.

— - which conld not come. beeause no one below knew what

had happened, exposed to the bullets of the Boers in

At last the order was

threes the King's Rifles

began to fall back, thoungh, as an officer on thi spot
records. *the movement of a hnger, even in that hall-
light. brought a devastatineg fire from the Mausers in

front, and, it 1s more than pre sbable, from the Lee-Metfords

nosed bullets sped after him.

eauntlet of death had to be

—

sywaft. i'l|]l.IIIJ:i]l_\' descended the

in the rear.” Each man Had to jump up and race for

safety, taking his chance, and as he showed the nickel-

.\-'v'I'\"-hll.l]-\irr;: wias the

expenience of that instant when the turn came. and the

ran. It was stoange to

watch the varving deémeanonrs of various characters:
this one would balt at his topmost pace ; that one would

rofise to huery s and upon both  alike, the slow and

hand of fate. At this

i X juncture the plight of the Rifles was seen from below.
Seale af Mrfes o four companies of Euast Surrevs sent to cover their
a ' — 3 .- - ' # . .
. retreat Ihey too suffered bormibly under a terrible fire.
MAR OF THE ATTACRS (ON INNISRILLING AND \s= the last of the Rifles fell back in a dizoreanised

KAILWAY HILLS: 3 . +
- crowd, the Boer rifles blazed

critica
toak the place of the King's Rifles, and renewed the ferce struggle with an
enemy little more than a long stone-throw away. Towards dawn of the 23md
S0 C]{.J.‘:l_' had the enemy erept that Colonel Huarrs of the Last Surrevs led a
bavonet charge fo force back the DBoers. [n the charge he was wounded,
ilIIIII belore he could be carried off the feld, was hit again not less than ten
times. I all, the battalion of East Surreys lost 140 men in the time that it
wis under lire. [t was relieved at last by the Composite Rifle Battalion
about mid-day.

While these things were happening in the grev light and growing day
upan the Beitish lefr, on the right & not less desperite action was about to

beoin.  Under General Hart the famous Irish Brigade
Attack on Railway and

Inniskilling Hills marched ont to storm Railway and Inniskilling Hills by

a frontal attack., Railway Hill was an eminence, steep in

its upper slopes, rising gently from the Tugela in its lower slopes, along which

up, and matters loaked

for the Surrevs. To support them in their hour of distress the Devonshires pushed forward,

i

Phgge by Thomiesling

LIEUT -COLONEL THACLKERAY,
Lnnlskilling Frslliees

Killeil Feliruury 21,
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the railway between Colenso and Pieters ran. It was boulder-covered, strongly entrenched, and afforded
the Boers admirable shelter. The spur, known as [nniskilling Hill, which ran oot to the south-wesl
of it was virtnally part of it, and in descriptions of the fight that followed s usually included with it
under the one nume of Railway Hill. To approach it, it was necessary for the British infantry to pass
in single file under the fre of the Boer guns and rifles along the narrow iron railway-bridge which
crosses Langverwacht Spruit.  Here there was no cover of any kind against the storm of shells and
bullets : each man had to run the gauntlet without the faintest opportunity of replying to the enemy’s
fire. The passage of the " bridge of death ™ by the Irishmen was ap epic i atsell, an epic of heroism
and Githfulness unto the last. The men seemed one and all to be animated with a determination at

all costs to fight their way through to Ladysmith, even though they left half their comrades on the

From a skeich on Pie By e ardill; Siadd pur dmnd sliyadvation by Reed permnssian of Hhe proprielors of *The Sphere”

Ernest Hrater |
THE GALLANT ATTEMPT OF THE INNISKILLING FUSILIERS TO CAPFTURE INNISKILLING HILL, February 25, 1990,
road. The unending file of khaki-clad figures passed steadily over the bridge, while an equally unceasing
train of ** Pom-Pom " shells flecked the permanent way with puffs of smoke and dost. Now and again
would come the deadlier shrapnel, leaving in its wake a group of recumbent figures. But the line never
paused or checked: the recumbent figures grew in number, yet the living passed eagerly on and
gathered on the farther side, under the shelter of an embankment, for the assanlt.
Meantime the British artillery fire npon Railway Hill was so terrible that men wondered onyvthing
could live under it. From the angle of the Tugela thirty guns, and from the hilly ground to the
S north of Colenso forty more weapons, showered ]I.'I'IJ_].t’('till.'!\ :|}>r-|'.1 the slopes and
ridge, where slonch-hatted men could be seen silhounetted against the sky-line.

The hill was constantly hidden in the smoke and dust thrown up by the bursting shells and shrapnel;
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Liance Thackeray.]

GS ON INNI

I'HE BOERS REPELLING THE ATTACK OF THE INNISK

Wil Lhe altnek was sfen 1o be failine, some of the bald

quartery with the Insbmen  The

the summit seemed allame. Yet those who remembered the first battle of Colenso when Fort Wylie
“emoked like a voleano™ under the hail of lvddite, without the Boers losing heavily, might have been
excused some misgivings. The Boers faced the artillery fire with a rare and devoted courage. They
were worthy antagonists of the battalions now preparing to close with them in the death grapple, and
their shooting never wavered or became unsteady, though the shells fell with swift and terrifving
accuracy, tossing earth and men in the air.

In the roar of this bombardment, which drowned S f _|'E-"E¥_t"5_ * 3 |
the sharp crackle of the ceaseless rifle fire, through an P I
* |

atmosphere reeking with the villiinous fumes of cordit
and powder, the Trish Brigade advanced to the assault.
The Inniskillings led the way. Day was declining,
but the evening was still and clear as the line of men
moved over the open gronnd to the foot of Tnniskilling
Hill, under a fire from front and Hank so terrible that
men went down before it like the swathes of corn
before the mower. The front was narrow ; there was
little space to t|::;'>lr:_\, and the troops. were in conse-
quence forced mto unduly close formation.  Yet they
did not slacken or halt. They went forwvard swiltly
through the hail of bullets, neared the first line of
Boer works upon Inmskilling Hill, carried it, and
then rm|_\' came to a standstill before @ second line.
In a few moments the Inmskillings lost all their officers
but four. Lieut.-Colonel Thackeray, a soldier of the
most intrepid valour, and both the majors of the

battalion, were slain; six of the officers were wounded,

and men were bronght down, in the expressive words beside: (8 the circy
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of an eveswitness, * like rabbits.” The fire was described Il_\ those who }):1551'(1 thlclll'}-_:h the terrible
ordeal --I.' that day as worse than anvthing encountered ot Colenso,  Again and again the shaken remmnants
. ol the battalion sprang forward awith fixed bayonets, and strove to storm their
way across the few hundred yvards of ground which parted them from the Boers ;
AL and J",:.l'lll 0as 1]||__\' tiiil sa the cnemy could be seen Illt‘l'lll_:;'i"l ll'll" lllill
Llue haze of the cordite, and the clonds of smoke from bursting shells, standing
boldly up and firing with furious rapdity, or pressing forward on the fanks
f the Trishmen.  The rain of projectiles from the British actillery could  not

Bake ther nerve, and through the stream of lead which poured from the

muzzles of the Boer rilles no living thing could win its way. The Lrishmen
foght with equal deternination : they died on the slopes of the ill, but they
would not retreat. Onee wore wieht fl, and the Connavght Rangers and

Dublin Fusiliers through the twilight made another determined effort to come

te: hand-grips with the foe, but fiercely thowgh they went forward, thewr repulse

SR
e B e e e wits bloody.  The Boers still held the summit of Railway and Lnniskilling Flills.
Dabilin Fusilles Hilled Feb, oy The Irishmen fell back a httle in the night, and built themselves rfough shelters
on the lower slopes of Inmiskilling Hill.  There they took what rest they eould, *amidst eontinnois

sniping, pom-pomming, and oceasional shelling, while the storm of bullets still whistled and  wailed
przzicalo aver the platean, across the railway.”  On the slopes above them lay the dead and dyving
vietims of the magniticent courage which had ziven a lustre ta an undisgnised repulse.  Onee more the
relief of Ladysmith appearcd almost bevond hope, and the task set the Natal army impossible of
performance.  Resolute, indeed, were the generals and men, whao persevered throngh hours sueh as
the night of the 23rd and did not despair.

Dawn of the z24th rose. Help had been promised by General Hart with daylight, but no help
came. The Boers in their turn attacked the Irishmen, creeping round their flanks—it is said by

our men, under cover of the white flag—and by firing into their trenches from flank and rear com-

pelled them to retire yet further. There was a controversy as to what exactly happened, the Boers
claiming that they
came out of their
shelter  under the
Red Cross flag to
attend to the un-
happy wounded who
lav in crowds with-
out food, water, or
dressings, between
the two hnng lines,
and whose miserable
plight had stirred
their pitv. [hey
asserted that while
this occupied the
British had fired
upon them. The
other wversion of
the story is, how-
BYET, that the
British withheld

their fire so long

as the Boers were
seert to be manistering to the sofferers, bt that presently the enemy fell to robbing the dead

and wounded, emptying their pockets and stripping them of their boots, while at the same time



S r . g
. 23-24, 1900.] Both Armies fzz_/zu*zm’c':f 467
their sharpshooters moved forward, which so infuriated the Irishmen that they

recommenced their fire
and broueht on the attack,

S0 fierce were the passions provoked that the
most savage cruelty to many of the wounded. No sooner wis
away than they pmddled him with bullets.

Boers beliaved with the
doman seen to be attempting to crawl
F'rom far away spectatars watched with

t ; i 1 agonised attention
the efforts of the mjured to seek shelter and assistance ; they

1 1
\\.'IIJIFI atE A 1Ihan. iu-f',‘m].-.._ CoOrme

within a fiw feet of safetv

[‘ — = alter & morning's ardnons
| progress on hands  and
| knees, and then iwrorieal

death wanld in the las
moment of his pilerimag
clatm. lom as it own.
Watching this the FELEe
of the army grew,

-Hlt' 215 ]l.-.r_l_ FACOmn -
menced their monotonons
fire, and on either side
shells and sl ipnel wers
falling among the com:

hatants, It was now

decided to withdraw the
shattered Inniskillings and
replace  them  with fresh
troops — to wit, the Dur-
ham Light Infantry. The
retirement was nobly ac-
complished. [ieat.-Colonel
Sitwell, of - the famons

Dublin Fusiliers, fulling in

the course of it a victim
to that proud spirit which
dictated that the first in
rank should be last i the
ranks an the moment of
retreat. [Misdaining  to
juicken his pace, he was
killed. FHildvard’s Brigade

at  last
Hildyard's Brigade

' e
relieves the Ipigh. 1TV d

|[14\|I

the seene to support the

Irishimen, and 1ts coming

Wiis ‘_:Il_\'li'\.? '.\illl Pro-

THE 1Ll F THEAMOURDERELN INNISRILLING) B, loneed and exultant cheers.
Fhe fghtine Unes wer v clasi to ane snother that the Britidh conll ot reven i wonmided, ot eonkd the : -
Pt capiire them The Howes eplled fo Captuin ¥oob wha wis woonded in the bead, t g 0 white sig l.ate in 1]“. |l.l" SOTE
e he moplicd: "D will die fir : '
the ground lost was re-
giined, and the Brtish troops sugceeded i reoccupying the schanzes and trepnches an the side of

Inniskilling Hill. These thev held henceforward il the end

of the fightine, On the British right some

ground was gained. but not very much, while the hattle on Railway Hill was at the height of its fnry. _
The Boir Artillery that |1.1'\' was more effective than it had been hitherto. l_i'.'_||! af the mfantry

were killed or \\-||||1|1;'_-11 among the kopjes north of Caolenso by a sinele well-timed shrapnel, seven

men in the Howitzer Battery by apother, and four by a third—all 10 the space of two minutes
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Fortunately the Boers could not see how successful their shooting was, and, after their almost
invariable custom, changed the direction of their fire at the very moment when it was deadliest.
The fierce opposition which Gene-

B "M ral Bullee had encountered on the
23rd, and the evi-
dent fact that the

Boers were in great force in his front,

Change of front.

now led him to reconsider his plans
and once more to feel for the enemy’s
left. Leaving the Irish Brigade with
Hildyard's men facing the defiant
Boers on Inniskilling Flill, he began
the transference of his infantry and
euns from their left to their right, so
that the Irishmen would henceforward
be upon the extreme left, and not the
extreme right of the British Army.

The guns were massed along the
LAUNCHING A “EONT™ ON THE TUGELA northern  slopes of Hlangwane and
Monte Cristo—six Field Batteries, A Horse Artillery Batlery, the Mountain Battery, the Howitzers,
two 5-in., four 4'7-in., and eight paval 1z-pounder guns —a total of 68 weapons. While this change
of front was in progress, continued skirmishing went on under Inniskilling Hill, and towards evening
the Boers made a vicious attack on Hart's Brigade, attempting to work round its right. The effort
was foiled, and from a heavy roar the firing died down to an intermittent crackle.

Sunday, the 25th, was a day of peace. The plight of the British wounded lying out, untended, for
thirty-six hours or more withont food and water, upen the slopes of [nniskilling Hill, led General Buller,
SRS dy beaih, hfn\_\'::\';:_r reluctantly, to direct General H;tr{ tu.:;uu for a day's armistice. Into that
awful field of death, amongst the dying and the dead, Colonel Hamilton, of the
West Surreys, went forward with a white Hag, followed by a little knot of officers and men, who cast
uneasy glances around upon the multitude of prostrate figures, fallen like waxworks in strange attitudes,

from which under

the heat and ramn

all semblance of

humanity had ; b =
faded. There they ' . :
lay, distinguished
and undistinguish-
ed. officers and
privates, brave
men all, who had
offered their lives
for their country,
and this was the
end of their story
upon earth. Below
and behind, the
Tugela rodared n
flood, else  there
was a silence that
sorted  well with
the dank odour of

|1|'.'i'!l'h LJI]{j the A BOEE ARMSTHRONG GUN AND CREW OUTSIDE LADRYSMITH.
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smothered feelings of the parfementarre;  Presently the Boers saw the white flag, and themselves came
forward : a suspension of hostilities was arranged, though neither side was prevented by stipulations
from making military movements: and the solthers and burghers exchanged small talk and tobaces,
while the stretcher-bearers fell to the grim work of clearing the hill.  “ Three years, ves! three years
we will stay out and fight,” said one borgher to a British officer who questioned him whether he was
not weary c.rl' the war, * Asto three yvears.” was the Englishman’s reply, ““why, we are prepared to fight
vou for t.hirt\' il necessary.™ “A rough time?” smid General Lyttelton to another Boer: “ Yes, [
;;u]_mi_n,\m' SO -Hut for us, ni‘ course, it is nothing. We are used to it and we are each paid forit. This
is what we are paid for. This is the life we lead always—you understand 7 ”

Y Great God! exclaimed the Boer.

The evening of the day ol peace drew on. The waggons were rumbling back over the pontoon
bridees: the last of the slain had been committed reverently to earth: the last of the wounded horne

Tnmiskilling Fill, Hallway Tl

ITS WORK ACCOMTPLESHED: NAVAL GUXN ON HLANGWANE, February =7, reoe
Naval Hrigade and Natdl Naval Voluntecrs bd charge of G g5-in. gun iiltér the buttle af Pletess il
from the hill to the ambulances; the informal truce was over. The enemies, who had for a brief day

o talaE oaiii i become friends, again |.J(.'_(‘EII'I1L' enemies, and made ready to kill L‘ll.(ill other; Briton

and Boer parted, and rifles were loaded. In the darkness of night the roar of
firing bégan again, the Boers opening an unaimed and very rapid fire upon the kopjes north-west of
Colenso, and the British replying. Thenceforward there was never silence till the close of the terrific
conflict which at last epened the way to Ladysmith.

Feeling in the British army was strained to the utmost that Sunday evening. The last effort was
to be made after four successive repulses, and more than five wecks of almost continuous fighting, Its
issue no man could foretell : there were many uneasy hearts in the British lines. Yet, as Mr. Atkins
wrote, “when our soldiers have failed, and failed, and failed again, they are not further from success
than they were at the beginning.” In truth the tide was now at last to turn; the long discipline of
misfortune which had assayed the Natal army and raised its temper to the truest was over. Both general
and men were to reap the reward of that heroic patience which had carried them through the trials of
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three terrible months.  The Boer guns on Bulwana micht still pitch their shells into L
end of the siege was coming more quickly than any expected or knew.
All the z6th the British “LI[!“rl\ on lhe h]{}llr__‘\ of

adysmith, but the

Hlangwane battered the Boer trenches on

F, Dt R Lfier s tketols By a Hnogi
[HE ROVAL LANCASTERS CARRYING THE CREST OF PIETERS HILI
Inniskilling, Railway, and Pieter’s Hill, while brigade after brigade moved from the British left o
the richt. Half Norcott's Brigade, all Kitchener's and Barton’s, drew up under the guns, and

preparations were completed for throwing a4 new pontoon bridge across the Tugela at a point just
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to the south of Inmiskilling Hill.  Zvery gun and man was to be osed in the great final assault,  The
aorders fur the waork of the next day were as tollows : Harton was, at the crtical moment in the
afiernoon, after a full and careful preparation by the artillery, to storm Pieter's Hill on the extreme
Boor left @ then Bitchener was to attack Railway Hill, and Norcott, on the left, Inniskilling Hill, while
five battalions deluged the Boer trenches with lead by long-range fire from the slopes ol Hlangwane,
and Dundonalds cavaley protected the Brtish right flank,

Phe anniversary af Majuba, February 27, hroke clondy. and with early morning the guns, battery

after battery, gol

L \\-‘ul'l{. [._\'li\i“L'
and shrapnel wer
poured upon  the

three
* Remember 2 AT
Majuba!" heiuhts
marked

down for attack,
Maxims and rifles
jllil'u'll in till the
hills echoed with
the [ar‘nln-!]_‘_;rd
heavy roarof death.
I'he spectacle from
Hlangwane 1=
thus described by
M. Winston
Clharetill, * Deep
m its gorge below
out feet lowed the
Toeela, with the
new pontbtoon
bridge wisible to
the left. just below
o hne  waterfall.
Behind us, on 4
vounded  spur of
Monte Cristo, one
of the long-range
hatteries was firing
away busily. Be-

fore ns, across the

river, there rose

{rom the water's

(_'LI;:I' first a :,'-,.:]]”\\ . T e
strip. of  sandy PARTING SHOTS: FHE WEST YORESHIRES FOLLOWING UP THE WETREATING BORRS AT
foreshore, then 5 HILL

tn thur eogerness o wot inoo finad velley the men rostied into the open, disdaining cover

steep, serub-cover-

ed hanks, and then smooth, brown slopes, terminating in the three hills which were to be successively
assaulted, and which were surmounted by the dark lines of the Boer forts and trenches. It was like
a stage scene viewed from the dress circle. Opposite our front a considerable valley, thickly wooded,
ran back from the river, and it was our easy and pleasant task to ‘“fan’' this, as an American officer
would say, by scattering a ceaseless shower of rifle and machine-cun bullets thronghout its length.”
Covered by the fire of the guns, the infantry filed across the new pontoon bridge and then moved
eastwards under cover of the high river banks till they stood in line facing the points of attack.
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Tmpatience of the British to Attack.
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The linss of demarcation betwesn the epposing forces on the vanous dates arg shown by heavy dotted lines. 'll'!m
gradual beatng back of the Hoers by the successlve waves af the British advance i thus graphically iusteatoc
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Through the army, as it
marched out to battle in
spletidid
of veterans proved upon
four battle-fields,

Afry—uan a rmy

and re-

solvidd this time to win
sSUccess—ran an exultant
cheer.  Great news had

COTe:
the
with

i from the west:
surrender of Cronje
his whale force (o
Lord Roberts had been
the the

was  known

put upon WITES
moment  f

with and it

certannty,
reached Naral in
the minds of
Buller's

time to
breed in
General men A
new confidence and a de-
termination to equal  or
surpass the glory that had
been reaped by the soldiers
af the west,  Tao stir their

men to the oimost and

prepare them for the des-
perate

work which lay

betore them. the generals

lead

1] p.tfn!l

whao
attack
Hien £
Majuba.™
Natal army

vEre to the

called their
= Remenber
Never had the
gone oub to
fierce
the
Wis when
the and
flame the assault began.
s Mr. Atkins,

stramn  at

battle with such a
heat of
eifect

spirit, and
seen
through smake
‘Inever,” says
“saw infantry
the leash as they strained
this day. The renascence
of confidence and power
and spiit and dash was
complete.”

The Boers, on their
as they realised the
the British

have seen,

part,
change in
plans, must
with their quick insight,
that their plight was all
but hopeless. In  vain
they established on the
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height north of Monte Cristo a false left with a gun which enfiladed the British line of attack.
Their false left failed to
deceive, and  played no
important  part in the
battle. The storm of shells
was now lashing the sum-
mit of Pieter’'s Hill as
Barton's men formed up
to make their assaunlt: it
wis termble to  witness.
About one o'clock the bri-
gade put 1tself tn motion.
The advanee was brilliantly,
unflinchingly executed by
the Scots, Irish, and Welsh
Fusiliers, the Scotchmen
leading, Two knolls, each
crowned with a Boer trench,
were carried by two o’clock;
the Boer resistance seemed
to have been shaken by
the bombardment, and the
casualtics were not heavy.
A third knoll remained,

but the [Fusiliers, with the
mstinct of men who sought

to make their mfluence

felt ar the decisive point, GENERAL LUEAS MEVER
Al - . Luakas Mever was the ficst President of the sowalled New lepublic, shich consisied of some 3.000 square miles
ll.llti no attention to 1, !‘U[ granted By [Finbmile, son of Celowayve, to ¢ r ¢ whe had assisted Wi against another off ~||‘..|.|I|:_-|I»- ot

ihsarbed by

= Zulus 1o 886 Great | stn formally Tee I<<|n e | but a coup af yei nier i1 wis
swerved to the left, where  the Transvaal Lukis Moyer was for lo winber of the Volkseand, and was aiong the fow *fesatds" who
e : wire rahle to the U nder., He w bittor opponent of 1K grade poli | had swany (riends
Cieneral Kitchener, with among the English, H vor, he I8 d truws and ok 4 over ominent part In the war,  He it wak who

cotnnanded the Boer forces when they were ¢ q ot Dundes

the Lancashire Brigade,
backed by the Yorkshires, was already moving to storm the height which bears his name, and which is
better known as Railway Hill.  Kitchener's men

passed up the railway, and from the gorge between
Kitchener's and Pieter’s Hills began to mount, at
hirst slowly, from patch to pateh of cover. Over
their heads the vuns on the slopes of Hlangwane
and Monte Cristo had now turned their whaole
fire from Picter's Hill to the eminence under
attack, At a range aof zp00 yards they made
admirable practice, tossing stones and earth high
in the air as their projectiles fell. A kopje at
the head of the hollow between Railway and
[nniskilling Hills was particularly troublésome to
the infantry at this juncture, by reason of the
deadly fire from the Boers upon it.  The gunners

saw, and made most determined efforts to over-

whelin its warrison.  Their fire rose in o terrific

crescenda s the [l was now altogether veiled in

\ S g
PLAN OF THE FINAL ATTACK ON THE BOER POSITIONS NORIH
OF THE TUGELA. the skyline, in the attitnde of men aiming and

smoke, and now again dim figures standing against
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lurid clouds. Some Boers were
seen to run for their lives, and
a fall man twice to go boldly
onut and bring them back. Then
he stood in a pose of dra-
malie defiance, till an unusually
fine shaot from one of the naval

4°7's struck right upon  him,

and he was gone.

Still the bombardment of
the height erew—it was after
wiards known that it had pri-

tuced the

Storming of Railway
Hill, st -

COMMANDANT H, P. R, PRETORIUS |;|u1':|||:%|!|;—,’
Wounded at Elandslaagie; Hberated o pirale by
Lora Roberns, bat alterwards found in arms

effect npon the Boer zarrison

and then the British infantry
in a long graceful line feeted forward, disdaining cover. The array of Barton's Brigade on the rieht
and Kitchener's Lancashire men in the centre was now prolonged by Norcott's Brigade on the eft:
with invincible dash and fary from three sides the infantry were pressing forward to storm the two
eminences on which the Irish Brigade had made its heroic but ill-fited assault. Ten thausand men
were to be put in to make the final attack, while the artillery poured in shell after shell into the
Boer entrenchments. The flash of bayonets showed throueh an indescribable tumult, and suddenly
the British artillery fire ceased with a startling suddenness as the line neared the crest of the height.
The moment had come when our gunners conld no longer co-operate in the assaunlt withont endangering
the lives of our own men. This was the supreme moment of the war on the Natal side, and all
who saw held their breath. Defeat and the fall of Ladysmith, victory great almost bevond imagination
and hope, hovered in the scales. If that line halted, if it flinched, all was over. Yet as men watched
they saw the scale of victory weigh down the balance; the British infantry with shouts of ** Remember
Majuba | ™ swept onward. Towards five o'clock, after three charges with the bayonet, the Lancashires
showed on the summit of Railway Hill; the battle was won, and the Boers on that part of the field

took to flight, though they rallied again. reinforced by parties newly come from
Victory at lust, ) - :

Ladysmith. * Surely nothing so beantiful was ever seen as the advance of
Kitchener's Brigade at No. 2 kopje.” wrote a witness of this magnificent charge “The bursting
lvddite clothed the sammis

with a vellow veil : through this
flashed the explading shrapnels,
and up and in  through the
smoke advanced a stately lin
of infantry, without a pause,
nittil they had command of the
kopje, and drove the eneny
for ever from the banks of the

Tuwela.  All the money, all the

lives, all the misery caused hy

the war, are well repaid by this

vlorious  battle. In  Great

Britain the new century has
been 1):'1|'Jlf.<t!ff in the blood of

her soldiers, and has opened

CAPTAIN [ | BOSMAN in the flame of battle, but LIEUT-COLONEL
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fiom the holocaust the conrage of the Piitish infantry comes pure and wnsullied—a sure presage
that the safety of the greatest country 1 the world is secure for ever in the arms of her soldiers.”
Many prisoners were taken: many bureners were slain at  this point.  White Hags showed from
the enemy's trenches; cheer after cheer resonnded from the British troops, and men could be seen
waving their helmets upon their bayonets in the sudden exhilaration of success.  Elsewhere there was o
scene of wild rejoicing.  Prim and stiff staff-officers threw their helmets in the air as they saw and
knew that wvictory had come at last. Other battalions cheored the stormers, the storming brigades
answered back, and a glad tumnlt swaved the feld for some instants, Then men came back to business

and remembered Colensa and Spion Kop.  With a

& | roar the held guns re-opened, whirling their shrapnel

over the hill crest amidst the fumtives.  Yet tlu

Boer rearguard was still not ta be rlir%f'('.!.{;ir(ll:l].
i Holding the third kepje on Pieter's Hill, soon after
the fall of Railway Hill, it repulsed a determined
attack of the Scots Fusiliers and inflicted upon them
a loss of about oo men. This stand prevented a
vigorous pursuit, and was all the more creditable to
the enemy in that it was made in the [lace of

troops Hushed with wictory. The cavalry who had

been ordered out to press home the defeat were,

at this cheek, stopped At the pantoon bridee and

directed 10 suspend  their  pursui
until next day. Norodid men even
now feel altogether certain that m
some incomprehensible manner,  as

betore at Spion Kop. the fruits of

their sacrifices might not be snatched

from theni. The Boer guns, as night

LADYSMITH I'HE PRINCIPAL STREET

fell. still Hickered with incessant fire

on the high land to the left of the Pieters position.  As yet there wias no tangible sign of a general Bow

retreat. L&i!l:..‘-}'!]'li.[h had listened all Ifl.’ll f_'.;l_\‘ n n‘il:.’l]t agony to the fierce roar of the battle l':l_'._'iHL
barely eight miles away, powerless to give help, had seen Boer wasgons moving hurriedly rearward.
and had been cheered by the message—* Doing Well "—lrom General Buller.  But the rations had again
been cut down, and hope deferred so often had made all seeptical of victory,

The Boer stand on Pieter’s Hill was, however, the last flicker of suecess which came too the
enemy. Under cover of night they evacuated their positions. retired their guns and waggons, and fell

back with all possible speed to the north and west. A council of war had been
Pieter’s Hill evacoated

by the Boers. held o the Boer army, and, in spite of the objurgations and entreaties of Botha.

Erasmns, and I.ukas Meyer, it had been decided to retreat to the DBiggarsherg.

It was complained by the Boer officers who had conducted the defence of the Pieters position that
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their appeals for reinforcements, when their commandos, weary with days of fighting, required aid and
relicl, had been disregarded by Joubert, and it is certain that Mr. Kruger, who visited the burghers just
after the retreat had been made, was furiously angry with his Commandant-General. The night was an
unquiet one, broken by the noise of heavy rifle-firing i

n the Boer lines near Ladysmith ; the cause
was unknown, but was ascribed 1o panic.

All the morning of the 28th the retreat continued ; columns
of waggons wreathed in dust hurried along every road, while General Buller’s army made no effort at
pursuit.  The continpous highting and bivonacking of the past fortnight,

the desperate exertions of
Majuba Day, and uncertainty as to the extent of the

victory that had been gained, were the caunses
of the delay. A further stand on the part of the Boers under the slopes of Bulwana was anticipated,
General Buller decided to rest during the 28th and to fight the last battle on March 1. The retreat

of the Boers was wveiled from his sight, else his action wonld certainly have been different.

(=

THE ADVANCE GUARD OF HOULLEER'S ARMY ENTERING PADRYSMITH,

The final battle and the movements that preceded it are not unfitly described by a correspondent
with the army in these words:— Twenty-five thousand men were moved like clockwork; the loss in
the operation wais slight. Heavy artillery was taken like a field battery or a mountain '!Ju.t.ll.‘!_\' l 1-I“; tz»;:f
of precipitous hills. Finally, the whole position was searched with a deadly fire, .'_||ul Buller's |.n..l:..[r._\l
streamed up after the shells as if it was their first and not their twenty-seventh day's huhlfll::- f.‘-N”-i!-."L‘
has always been the glory of the British infantry, and it is hard to add to the laur ]..c of Trish regiments.
[ think it difficult mysell to distingnish any one particular corps, but certainly the I\'IHI':-'\..[}L'\I'IL-. (leens,
South Lancashires, i}||l~Iit'ls. on one side, and the Gordons and Manchesters at Ladysmith, are examples
of what resnlts discipline combined with courage will produce.™

In the course of the morning of the 28th, Lord Dundonald with the cavalry L‘J_':'-s%-'-r! the [""““""”
bridge and cautiously pushed northwards, coming into touch \\‘ilil-.-'-ll-lu bodies of the Boers, \\flili.
however, after firing a few shots, took to flight. Yet the wiles of the cnemy in the }1:-:.4? slgEeste
that this might be only a snare for the British horsemen, and justified the utmost care in covering

the small space which now parted the outposts of the Army of Relief from the lines of Ladysmith.
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A squadron of Imperial Light Horse and another ol Natal Carbineers were =ent in advance to
reconnoitre: they crossed the plain, passed a deserted Boer laiger, came o sight of the gorge
near  which l.ll\' the = - - =

Nentral Camp  Alled | _}

with the fever-stricken
from Ladysmith, and
of the eminence :
Ceasar's Camp. A lew
shells were fired from
the Boegr cuns in the
neighbourhood of Bul-
wiana, but that was the
‘rll;_\' ﬁ'_[lili"?‘-ll-'lll (S
countered, 'f.\'.'l.]:;_'ht
was falling,
when Colo-

nel Gough,

Ladysmith
relieved.

who commanded the
reconnoitrers.and Lord
Dundonald, resolved to

make a dash for the

ToOwWIn. ]lll..'_\' rode past Sir: T White Sir 1. Buller

IIEIII[IJIJ'i l..':ITliil' :Illtl THE MEETING OF GENERALS BULLER AND WHITE IN LADYSMITH.

reh 1, General  Holler's state entry

s moeeting 1wl took place In this eacly morning of
1 y were taken by an ofhiser, the only

on tns page are absolutely «

presently out of the !,_“,Tl',_._
growing darkness came e
a welcome challenge in English—"* Who goes there? Halt.™ At the answer, © The Ladysmith
Relief Column.” there rose a quavering cheer. A few worn, thin, pale-faced men showed from their
shelters, and with indescribable emotion the troopers of the relief force saw that tears were conrsing
down theit cheeks. The end of their trials had come; Ladysmith at last was free.
Heralded by faint cheers, the very weakness of which told eloguently of sufferings endured, the
two squadrons rode into Ladysmith in fle. two and two abreast, Imperial Light Horsemen and Natal
- Carbineers, that there
might  hereafter  Dbe
no dispute as to which
had had the l‘-T‘llizll
honour of entering
the town fHrst., The
town poured forth 1o
meet them amid tears
e cheers. Ino that
hone the limit of hu-
man emotion for reliev-
ers and relieved was
reached, Men's voices
broke as they cheered ;
warmen  and  children
langhed and eried by
turns; a race which
ordinarily makes it a

boast that it hides and

represses ats  deepest

N I 2 e = feclings. showed them
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for once.  General Sir George White and his staff rode forward; about him were Ian Hamilton
and Hunter, two of the best and bravest aned volngest commanders that the British Army boasts
in its ranks, and with the new-comers and the draggled, woe-hegone. patient, indomitable soldiers
of the garrison, all fell to cheering, Presently, in a lull of the glad uproar, the General spoke a

few measured words of thanks,

suited to such an occasion :-
* 1 thank you, men, one
and all,”™ he smd, “from the
battom of my heart, for the
help and  support yon have
given me, and 1 shall always
acknowledge 1t to the end
of my life, It grieved me

o have to cub down vour

rations, but I promised you |

would not do it again. I
thank God we have kept the
flag Aying.”

The assembly sang ** God

Save the Queen,” that time-

honoured anthem of the Eng-
lish peoples, with a strange
fervour, and the rehel was
accomplished.

Deep, indeed, must the
;_[I‘:ltilil(h‘ of the nation be to
the General and soldiers of
the force who had thus opened
the way to Ladysmith and
saved in the very nick of time
a whale British division. one
of the finest in the army,
from surrender. Whatever the
Fanlts of the past, and there
had been none on the part
ol the soldiers, they were

amply retrieved by this im-

mense and glorions success.
The Boers up to almost the
moment of Lord Dondonald’s
entry into the besieged town

had declared that never, neves

shaould the British army ol

reliefl cut its way through.

“ We didn't believe it possible,"” said a Boer leader to Mr. W. Clinr hill.  His tribute to the valour

of the British soldiers whicli had achieved this impossible-thing wis not ungenerous of l-deserved.
“They do not care for life,” he said simply.

The losses of the army in the long series of battles from February 14 to 25 wer heavy, vet

the price of blood had not been paid to no purpose.  Neyer again did the Boers make a really

determined stand against General Buller’s army : its patience in defeat. its disregard

Bxltakiloates: of death. and its obstinate valour in attack, had produced an impression which

time could not efface. Upon their own chosen battleground it had met and conquered the Boers; it
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had driven them from fortress after fortress, and shown them that no poesition, however strong, counld
defy its assault. Two generals, Barton and Wynne, were wounded i seven colonels, Reeves, Harris,
Thackeray, Foot, Sitwell, Thorold, and O'Leary, were killed or wounded; in all, the killed numbered
265, the wounded 1649, and the missing 12—a percentage of o on the strength of the foree engaged.
Some regiments suffered terribly. The East Surrevs, for instance, lost 140 men on the 22nd-23rd ;
the Inniskillings, after their attack on Railway Hill, had 414 missing from their roll-call, thongh
afterwards some of the missing rejoined the Dbattalion, ‘and as their strength probably  did  not
exceed 600 men on going inte action, their casuvalties reached a percentage of nearly 6Go. The
Connanghts, in the same ficht, had 150 casualties, and the Dublin Fusiliers 1oo. Of this last regiment,
famous for its spirit and heroism. buot a shattered remnant now remained.  The cavalry, mounted

infantry, and artillery suffered in less degree than the infantry, bat they, too, had many casualties.

¥

MY INTOD LAKYSMITH,

General Sie G White and his staff are seen or e pipers of the Gordon Highlinders can be seen just behind the

In all, the reliet of Ladvsmith, from first to last. cost (General Buller's army of 30,000 men just

5,000 men, thns distributed, in the battles from Colenso to Pieter’s Hill:

Mgk Wisisrided i |i_---|-:-rI ._uul

Killed dis Total

Colensa A 135 762 238 1,125
Spien Kop 272 L.103 158 o 1.733
Vaal Krantz 25 3 {4 5 ar 374
The Reluef 2613 - 1.049 ; 12 1,026
Giay 3858 G003 5,158

In addition to the Tosses in men, cleven gins were captared by the enemy at Cuolenso.
The Boer losses in the long series of combats from  February tgth-27th conld only be roughly
estimated, bt there is every reason to think that they were heavy. At the
Boer losses. . ] ! : T
storming of Monte Oriste severnl prisoners were taken, and when the hill was

examined after the battle a number of newlv-made graves weré discovered. On Railway and Pieter's
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Hills were many Boer
dead and not a few
wounded; among  the
killed were two women,
and another was wound-
ed and made prisoner.
She asserted that her
husband had forced et
to fight, as she was a
remarkably good shot.
One “ Pom-Pom™ was
found buried, and dis-
interred. In one trench

alone ay sixteen ol
the enemy's dead, yel
low with the effect of
lyddite; the bushes and
dongas through which
the Boers had fallen
back were littered here
and there with corpses.
It is probable that their
total loss reached at
least 500, and it may
have been greater. They
were  under  perfeet
cover, be it remembered,
while the British had
to advance through the
open  to attack the
trenches, and so were
bound to suffer more.
Large quantilies of
stores and ammunition,
tents, waggons, equip-
ment, and a searchlight
plant, were among the
captures made by the
Army of Relief.

CGENERAL SIR GEORGE

STEWART WHITE
Was born July 6, 1815 Son of the
late Mr. |01 White, of Whitehall, co.
Antrim; educated ar Sandhorst © en
tered the Armay in 1851; seryed in the
Indian Mutlny with the Inntekilling
Fusillers; excliongod int
Highlanders, 156

Lo the Vicero u
Colonel of the Gordon Highland
18815 Colonel, 188¢ ; servind in Bpept
ndin Burnin, 1885, wos pro
meted Major-General for hisservices
in the latter e Commarder-
In-Chief of the Foreen b 3
G LleutsGeneral,
Muster.General to th
0 appalnted t
i -Natal, Sep 3
return-afier tha yollef of
he was appointed  Geovernor anid
Commander-in-Chlef  of Gibraltar,
with rank ot General

st
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That exultant Army, its sore trials now past, made its state entry into Ladysmith on March s,

General Buller rode at its head; as the meed of honour, which all men acknowledged fairlv won, the

Dublin Fustliers marched beliind bim i the very van.  Their ranks had been
8k er::::'“into s sadly thinned by death and wounds, vet the handful of survivors strode with an
' elastic swing, buoyvantly and splendidly, wearing sprigs of green in their helimets

in remembrance of their feoffl island. Many broke from the ranks as they passed Sir George White

and pressed about him with cheers.  After them came in superb array the other brigades; the bouots
of the men yvawned, their clothes were worn with the marches and biveuacs of months, and giping
with the rents torn by the bullets in weeks of battles: beards of many days’ growth hid their tanned
faces ; they might have been an army of tramps but for the trimness of their weapons and the order

and confidence and martial vigour of their movements, War had set its seal wpon them; thev were

lions blooded in the terrible business of man-hunting, *“ with the light of triumph in their eyes and

the blood of fichting ancestors in their veins.”  As they defiled through the streets of the obscure

age, now famous for ever to the ends of the carth, cheers greeted each battalion, and were returned

vil
by each battalion with interest. [Each had had its historic days. This had bravely faced defeat on
Spion Kop, that had wen itz spurs in the adyvance on Vaal Krantz; this, again, had been pre-eminent
onslaught upon Railway Hill. So the Army of Relief came to Ladysmith

in the brilliant and immeorta
and accomplished its Herculean task.

A special Army Order issned by General Buller stited in no exaggerated terms the greatness of
the work that had been accomplished and of the diffienlties that had been overcome. ** The relicving
force,” it saud, *“had to make its way through unknown country, across unfordable rivers, and over
almost inaccessible heights in the fuce of a fully-prepared, well-armed, tenacious enemy. By the
exhibition of the truest courage, which burns steadily besides flashing brilliantly, it accomplished its

object. . The general commanding congratulates both forces on their martial qualities, and

|Photo by W Colken,

THE GDVERNOR Of
NATAL, SIR
WALTER HELY
HUTCHINSON
ANNOUNCING THE
RELIEF OF LARDYSMITH AT THE
ASSEMULY HOSPITAL,
PFIETERMARITZUUNRG

on Mareh 1, 1900



-

Waren 3y, 1900. Neporcines i London and 1<lsewwhere. 483

thanks them for their determined efforts. He desires o offer his sincere sympathy to the relatives
and Iriends of the good su
diers and gallant comrades
who have fallen in the fght.”

To  General Buller his
viclory must have given pe-
culiar  satisfaction. By the
same heroic  persistence  in
misfortune  which  marked
General Granl, he had re-
versed the unfavourable ver-
dict passed on his operdations
al Spion Kop, and justified
the belief which his troops,
even in the darkest hour.
always showed in him. He,
too, had profited by his mis-
haps, and learnt wisdom in the
school of misfortune. When,
after a long halt, he again

took the ficld, his generalship

HOW THE RELIEF QF LADYSMITH WAS CELEBRATED AT PIETERMARITZBURG NATAL. won the praise of the world,

Kruger as Guy Fawles A mi etlition of the “earptvals * which wers organtsed at home, amd, and he ¢ l”hL'il [lll..‘ war with
as-dn England, the stre leotloms were devoto ¢ funds fcethe sich and wounded,

high distinction.  And now

there flowed i upon him and his men a great tide of congratulations, all the more cagerly offered

becanse the British people had begun to realise at once the difficulty of the task before him and

the all-importance of its achievement. From the Queen came thanks to the general and his troops,

) and especial recognition of the vale ur of the ishimen hose deeds were hence-
Hoxotes 2o tha 1rith. | ! I 1¢y ’ he Irishmen, whos leeds were hence

forward to be commemorated by the " wearing of the green ™ on St. Patrick’s Day
and by the creation of a regiment of Irish Guards. Tt was nioted that. for probably the first time in
|1i.~:lnr‘\:_ the green flag made its appearance everywhere in England side by side with the Union fack.

The enthusiasm in Lon-
don knew no limits ; vast
('rf.!\\(]:—G]litl"."l(i‘.'l.l1]]1'?-'||T'l'l.'|.‘.
and the Englishman in his
joy seemed to shake off
for o few brief hours his
traditional  reserve. A

oreat weight had  been

lifted [rom the shoulders
of the nation: the [ea
had  slowly spread that
fur the first time since
Yorktown a large Liritish
army might be compelled
to surrender to the Enemy.
For months the Empire
had tasted only defeat:

and now, when victory

came both in the east
HOW THE CAMBRIDGE UNDERGRADUATES CELERRATED LADYSMITH DAY,

and west, it came trebly

With the recklessness of youth, they tore down tailings, * commandeered * l\_.n—..“-_-, md everything that came to hund
“’('I(:UTHL’- (o (e the grest bopfire [n the marker plice.  The Tun wis costly, perhaps, but an least [t wis enthusiastic



LADYSMITH-DAY IN FALL MALL

acrdinary enthuslasm were witnessed In all the principal streets of affic was rmons crowes gathored and eheered: and sang and showtes

vl pearse  Great nusubers of poople paraded the Strects swith o flage, and the elibe in' Pail Mall Dubted' their e ware reporie, from all part }
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SR GEORGE WILITE AND STAFE, LADYSMITEL

CHAPTER XXI.
FHE DEFENCE OF LADYSMITH.

—ondition of Ladysmith at the beginning of the sicge —Mistakes which mmight have been fatnl—Lines of defence— Positions of
cremy’s puns—aeutal camp at Intombi—Daily  hombardment of the wwn—\War on leisurcly lines—Extraordipany
estapes—Strange ftaliies—Blowing up the eneny™s guns at Lombasnd's Kop—The fiar repeated at Surprise Holl—
Hopes of relief—* Fools or Heroes

A AEN, on November 2, t8gg, the town of advsmith was isolated and surrounded by (he
I |u:-i forces, the British troops under Sir G. White's orders numbered 572 officers
C and 12,924 men, In this total there were about 1ooco efheiont

Cendition of Lady- combatants of the cavalry, artillery, infantry, irregulars, Natal
smi h at the beginning

@* of the sisge. Vi '1[|!|I:'f-l'—. and naval brigade. Over and above the troops t.'-"ll'
LE’B M S 2,000 civilians, 750 Cape boys, 2440 Kaffirs, and 2,470 Indians.

The total of months to be fed was thus sl

ghtly aver 2r.000. of whom not more
than halt were Aglitine men. No immediate help conld be anticipated from outside ; under the most
safiguine assumption the British Army Corps could not take the held in Natal for at least a maonth,
and General White in a message to General Buller had undertaken té hold out for far loneer than
that zeriod. The first problem was the feeding of the garrison and the inhabitants,

and though a
large part of these had been sént forward to Dundee and abandoned there—for the use of the Doers
there still remained at the beeinning of Novemhber in Ladysmith, gzo,000 b, of Hour,

Immense stores, on the outbreak of war, had been accumulated at Ladysmith

I_,T R aLe) EII, r;:'
tinned mear. 142,000 Ib. of biscuit, 67,000 Ih. of sugar, 23000 Ih. of lea, (). 500 b, of coffee, 1,005,000 [,
of maize, 1,270,000 1b. of oats, 923.000 Ib, of bran, and r.864.000 Ib. of hav, with spirits, wine, and
medical comforts. There were in addition G800 horses and mules, 2,500 oxen and some hundreds of

{ 486 )
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sheep, all of which could be ecaten in the last emergency.  But with a foresight which the armyv i
; = : s : : J ; b bR b oS i t 1 [ 1
this war too rarely displayed, the senior officers of the Army Service Corps, Colonels \‘\'u'nl"ul
: A £ = ~Blonels ‘ Ll
D ‘ with this store; at an eiarly dite they determined 1o impound, by
propess of requisition, paying a fair price, all the supplies  and  provisions Iy
e

this- way thev acqaired 1511 eattle, 1000 sheep,

Stoneman, were nol contented

i private hands.  In
Lsize00lb, of maize, aliont zoo.ooo b, of ather

corn, and considerable quantities of spirits, condensed milk, and tinned provisions.  Their timely and
- o - . . : : - i
Judietous action at was that rendered the protracted defence of Ladysmith possible.  In :

S0MmMe cases

the tradesmen were so unpatriotic as to hide their wares, in the hope of retailine them later at an

exerbitant profit, but generally sueh trickery wus detected and punished as it deserved

Ihe troops in Ladysmith might be described as the pick of cur foreign-service. armv. thoneh
fromi the absence of the mature reservists from their ranks they were not of quite such high quality

as the troops of the Army Corps. One battahon, the Duablin Fusiliers, which had a reputation

GENERAL WHITES SCOUTS AND GULDES

second to none, had been sent down to Colenso just before the siege began : the losses of Ni holson's
Nek had depleted two athers.  The following were the vnits present :—

RS G LA K.

I NEANTRY CAVALRY.
15t Devonslire. st Leicestershire. ::l|l Lancers
18t Cloncestersiviee (4 battalion). 15t Kings Roval Rifles, 1gth Hussars:
ist Manchester. st Liverpool t8th Hussars (part anly).
2nd Gordons. sl King's Royal Rifl s sth Digagoon G s
15t Roval Trsh Fusiliers () battalion), 2ol Rifle Bngade:

ARTILLER.
1ath, 2ist, 42nd, 53rd, G7th, and Goth Field Batenes (each six 15-pounders).
roth Mountain Battery (two muzzle-londing 7-pounders, two 12-pountler auck-fiers).
Alsa two old Gi3-in. howitzers, fring Se-lb shell.
IRREGULARS AND NATAL TROOI'S
Imperial Light Horse, Natal Paliee Durban Naval Volunteers (one Nondepfelt quick-firerl, Porder Mounted Rafles,
Town Guaid Nital Artillery (with six g-peunder iz aders Natal Mounted  Rifles,

NAVAL BRIGADE. —Two y7-in, guns ; four lonz naval 12 pounders:




488 With the Flag lo Pretoria. Nov. 1859

e the town was much questioned; they

At the ountset the wisdom of retaining the cavalry insic
Sir

were all but useless there, whereas they would have been of immense service to General Buller,

George White's reason for keeping them was
that thev were needed us a reserve, 1 view
of the lone line of delences which he bad to
hold with a small force. But te this the
answer has been made that, if so, it would

have been better to retain the splendid Duoblin

Fusiliers and send the cavaliy down: and that,
had full wse besn made of the Town Guard
and had the able-bodied civilions been  armed
and drilled as at Mafeking and Kimberley, there
would have heen no want of men., Possibly,
in that case, Bulwana might have been occu-
v lend o bhand

pied, and the gurison enabled t

to Genernl Buller.

Though works had been prepared upen

Bulwanyg and Lombard’s Kop, these helehts wer
not held,  The Intelligence Department reported

that heavy guns could not possibly be taken to

their sumimits—a  lamentable miscalenlation (A e by Hyess Llloto Bureay
. MILK FOR INVALITIS.
and that light weapons placed upon them woenld
not be able to do any damage at so long a range. A\s traced at the ootser.

Mistakes which might Gl O ] : . = ;
Favs Hesn Fatell he British line of defence showed a cutious ienorance of the power of artillery :

it had a perimeter of only eight miles, and did not include Casar’s Camp, from

must have been bombarded at short range with deadly effect. Luckily, the appearance

which the place
of the Boer heavy artillery on Pepworth Tl revealed in time the nsk of allowing the enemy to

iy

gcenpy heights so near the town, and the line was sgreatly estended by the inclusion of Casar
Camp. Helpmakaar Hill, Observation Hill, and other eminences, till it measured about fourteen miles
rountd. Thus much additional space was gained : the assailunts were kept at a better distance ;

and a fulrly adequate force still remained to hold the wider perimeter. Though there were less than

I.000 men to the mile,

all the experience of
the war showed that
a small force of men
armed with the magsa-
zine rifle behind good
cntrenchiments  eonld
defy attack. And here
we come 1o @ strange
MNIESION T at many o)
the most important
points there were nol
o antrenchments,
bt only works of the
maost indifferent desien,
viving  feeble cover.
Cassar’s  Camp, for
example, and Wagon
Hill; the keys to the
position, were  griey-

s

WEIGHING AND DISTRIBUTING RATIONS IN LADVSMITH DURING THE SIEG] onusly negslecter
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i s v
Ciming

VT LA 4 Fo R
The photogeaph shows the earveinlly constracted lter hohind whilch 1 cieed | (RET L 1faty & 1l L
first had no more than weak stone walls. without loopholes. on its summit. The second. in the words

of The Topes correspondent, had @ practcally no defences of any kind.  As to the gentle slope between
Wagon Hill and Maiden Castle, a determined enemy, mounted as the Boers are, could gallep up
wives and ain o footing.” = This failure carefully 1o fortify their position cost our troops many a
brave life.” writes the correspondent of The Daily Telegraph. Tt was so obwions o duty that its
nealect wonld almost make one think the men carciess of their lives, were not the latter supposition

controverted |'_\ the action of a few of them.” Whoever was to |1

lame, svlintever was the cause.
whether a dangerons over-confidence or mere laziness. it all but bronght about the fail of Ladvsmith,
as will be seen hereafter.

From Cmsar's Camp and Wagan Hill ‘the line of defence followed Maiden Castle, Highlander's
Post, Ranwe Hill, Rifleman’s Post, King'z Post, Cove Redoubt Hill, Observation Hill, Cemetery Hill,
= and Helpmakaar Fill. The

two naval 47's, which were

- the anly
Lines of defence. -
VT VY

long=range  cyns 1w the
town, and which were there-
fore of the utmost import
anee to the garrison, were

1Ji.||".-][1|l-_ in Cove Redoubt

and one on Cemetery Hill,
mn il _n_-j:!].'-,rt_- wher Lht.'_\'

could direct their fire upon

all the beayvy Doer guns

on the varous heights

round thetown. They were

PR SIGNAL MO SEER SHELTER fixed upon selid platforns

of aishelt from “Long Tom= Gewlort g defended by thick

A Mincoe on g heap of oor bags aonouncing with a fag the o
’ getting Lnwe sholtet
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earthworks,  Three long-range naval r2-pounders were upon Junction Hill.  Though we have seen
that a strange nevlect of fortifications was shown at certain pulnts, that neglect was not universal,
Several of the hills were crowned with redoubts, which were made as formidable as possible—so strong
that no Boer projectile ever penetrated them. The naval guns, in particular, were protected with the
greatest care, and on Helpmakaar Hill the Devons—a superb battalion—traced excellent defences,
The works were loop-heled, and bomb-prool shelters were dug for the men.  To give additionul SOCULILY
and prevent the enemy’s hre having great effect, the entrenchments, as far as conld be, canformed ta
the undulation of the ground and matched its colour. Dummy parapets were built at points so that
the enemy might direct his projectiles where they would do no harm. The mute embrasures of
sham battery south of Helpmakaar Hill were pounded with the most prasseworthy vigour by the
Boers, day after dav, till at last the enemy’s gunners began to suspect that they were being tricked,

The enemy s heavy avtill ry was this dis-

I A J R posed.  On Pepworth Hill was a 64neh € rensot

fortress gun, firing a gy-1b.
Positions of enemy’'s

A melinite shéll, with o range

ol sevien or eight miles, On
aurprise  Hill, elose at hand, was a 4 7-ineh

howitzer. O Lembard s Iop was  another

-y

nd a G-inch Creusot. Upon
Dulwana was a  third 6G-inch
Creusot, and on Middle Il to
the south-west of Ciesar’s Camp,
a fourth. while Just above In-
tomoi Camp a 4'7-in, howitzer
made its appearance. Al these
unns were pratected by cleverly

designed earthyworks of enormots

thiekness, and as the sieve went

AMBULANCE CaMP, LADYSMITH.

on ome or two more heavy
weapons were added to the total, Though a very accurate fire was directed upon them at first. when-
ever they opened, by the naval guns, they were never silenced for more than a few hours.  The Bow
heavy gins had th support of a dozen field euns. of 4 Maxim automatic r-pounder, of several Maxiim
rifle-calibre guns and of the British zpounders captured at Nicholson's Nek, As for the Boer fore
i the neighbourhood of Ladysmith, the best sources of information wounld shaw it o Lhave been

ir

irom 20,000 tn 23,000 men at the beginning of the sieee. when hope ran high and the British Armics

i other fields were too wealk to exert Ay SETIOUS pressure. It never, even in the hour of the

spien Kop and Pieter's Hill Lattles fell much below 1o.000 men, and these were the very pick of
the burghers, excelled only, if at all, by Cronje’s Potehelstroomers. Its headquarters were at Modder
opruit, only five miles nortli-east of Lidyemith, where General Joubert and the bulk of his men were

ustally to be found. Joubert had now grown old and disinclined to a policy of energetic attack :

he was uniformly against an assanlt upon the besieged town, even when President Kruger ordered

one, and he, more than any man, must be held responsible for the miserable faseo which resulted.
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BOERS ON THE SWATCH ARGUN D
LALDYSMETH

-
He either was, or professed o be,
certainn of ecapturing the town by

stittinge still round it and bombardin:

it. He fi wirot, however, that the time which such a fieble [ :_— %

- i . - ; . il % padte 2 0TS
plan demanded would allow of the arrival of strone British 1 .w. o Al

s - : ; , /S o .
reinforcements from home, and that such reinfor Sments would i, .

: . i A S
surely be despatched the moment 1t was realised that Sir B8 L S5
Georze White's division was in danger, TIIE S
Perlinps the maost serious weakness of the garmson was in ammuonition.  There was not a

sufficient supply either for guns or rifles—a Tact which almost precluded vigorous action on the part
of the troops. Whether the Field Artillery, with its short-range weapons, could have done anvihing
to keep down the fire of the Toer heavy guns is donbtful, Dut anfortonately the naval cuns, whiel
had a great range;, were also very ill supplied with ammunition.  The full supply required had not
arrived when communiciations were cut, and it was only by striet economy that the heaws prajectiles

were made to hold out till the end of February. Thus in the latter part of the sivge they were

L1

le to reply to the Beer guns and render things uncomfortable for the

cunners, The enemy’s artillery, therefare, had matters all 1ts own way.
Zf For the sick of the army and for those ¢ iltans who did not car

o share the misfortunes

of the saldiery, by the

erudgingly-concaded cnn-
SNt (o) |

Neatral camp at 3 T
Intombi. Sl

camp was established at
Intombi Spruit. four miles

to the south-east of Lady-

smith and npon the rail-
wiay to Colenso, as has

y ;
been deseribed on page 73

of  this work. though

BOER COMMISSANIAT AND POST QFFICE AT MODDER SPRUILT, certain  details  which
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Nizhaleon's Nek Popworth Hill

Al Dy Nggholls, fakannethrg

NICHOLSON'S NEK AND PEPWORTH HILL FROM ORSERVATION HILT

require attention were not then known. owing to the strietness of the British censorship.  The site
was an unhealthy one. swampy, and liable to0 be Hooded when the river rose, but it was the lbest
that the enemy wonld allew. Al combatants whoo entered this camp were put upon their parole
to ta

lines yound Ladysmith; they constantly fired—and  fred  deliberatelv—upon  Imildings over which

e no further part in the war. The Boers refused to recognise any hospitals within the British

Aoated the Red Cross Flag, repeating here their conduct at Kimberley and Mafeking.,  Infractions
.1‘" II]l' ('f'h]‘]\‘f'1|‘_i||]!,'_-' :_|,‘r wWiar on i]lr]l:' I\:H'I WETre S0  merols l]l.II .\']\:.I‘{' Colnnot |n" Hilill'!‘ti T L]'I]'clllil'ln_'
them. Though thev were alwavs themselves sending inta Intombi Camyp for medicines and brandy—
which were invartably given them —they attempted to drive Kaffirs and coolies into Ladyvsmith to eat
up: the

carrison’s stock of food: they fired on ambnlances, and more than once they strove to

detain as prisoners members of the medical stafl. Avound Intombi Camp thev deew a “dead line,”

and anvone who crossed it—a soldier raving willh fever, or hospital attendants in pursuit of him

they mercilessly  shot.  Thongh they might well have allowed ecertain luxuries for the siek and
the suffering—who, if they recovered, be it remembered, could take no more part in the wir—to piss
ito Intombi Camp, where men were dving of want by the hundred, they stood and looked on.  War
must alwavs cause suffering, but wnnecessary suffering has never been ndlicted by humane commanders

in modern times. The

e = i
British army had to

cubunit and endure in
silence s 1t had  no
means ol retaliation,
and  was, in  thes |
things, ntterly at the
mercy of a relentless
ENEmy.

The soldiers, with

their (e bilanket
apiece, camped out on
the hills, and with
lttle or no shelter
agamst the |leat of
the sun, the torrential
rains. or the chiily
niehits, had nathing 1
do but endure.  *“ The
smudgy  khaki  uni-
forms. soaked through

and through, stained
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black and green 11y 1l ‘et 1 AT ' g Vet Nevi
| 24 ‘.m.ri cilug_\ red with wet and carth and grass,” writes Mr. Nevinson; “‘the dragglel
greatcoats, heavy with rain and thick with mud : the heavy, sopping boots; the blackened battersad
-. st 3 [ Py pehg i A e v - z . . i
helmets; the blackened, battered faces below them, unwashed and unshaved since the siege hepan,
rain and want of sleep; the peciliar smel
not much brass band and glory about us now.”

the eyes heayy and bloodshot, with sun and I—ther

' i 2LE IS5
Froud indeed may the land be that bore siell
to surrender all that man helds dearpst.

Alter the Boer assault delivered on November g, at the advice of the fr.rL-i_l__f|1 mercenaries with

SE 5,

so patient, so brave, so enduring, $o ready

D A T cE . ’ e v - : g iy !
their forces, and of the younger, more eager burghers in the commandos—an attempt which, by its
complete Filyre, lo antribute L pver-security of th 1 =
Sy i st I l:l fiilure, .nn doulit Ef..llt]_lI}L.ll.Ll to the over-sec urity ot the British garrison
e —the siege languished throngh November, and the people @nd troops shot up inside

extreme monotony. The one

t. which at first was very languidly conducted,

Lalysmith had little more to complain of than the
source of interest and excitement was the dailv bombardmen

i A W ] § :f o

' s H -3 j

L L £ i

e . !ﬁ - M _ahal -'I
Jivink Crag | (b reer b s wn ine gporor . 7. Maxd

iR FIRE 1IN LADYSMITH
e dnekident bero depleted took place o e bir 10 the foatbul mel I the midst of the game, fortimately withoot
Tjuring Wy aith went on with thelr spars

so that the casualties were extraordinarily few. It is strange that it was not poshed with greater persistence.
Possibly the explanation was that the enemy found it difficult to provide the necessary ammunition.
Yet there was every reason to use the most vigorous efforts to compel Sir George White's surrender.
If once he could be captured with his 10,000 combatants and his fifty-four zuns, not only would
Blow be struck against British credit. which would echo throoghout South Africa and the world, bt
also the Boers would be able to detach a large number of men for the invasion of Cape Colony.

Each side at the outset had antieipated that the sicge would be a short one.  The Boers expected
sickness and starvation to make their dreadful presence felt among Sir George White's indomitable
soldiers at an edarly date, and s¢ compel surrendér, The British, knowing that a great force was on
its way from England, felt certain that they would not be abandoned, and as November drew on looked

Dt
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earerly for siens of an army of relief on the hills to the south, But day followed day, and the army
LA R S =ipils kil @ 3 . : : : g . ' : TS
did nct arrive. TInstead there came each morning the half dozen af shells from the Boer heavy guns,

aned the pouring rain, o=

verting the low gronnd
round  Ladysmith into a
miasmatic swamp and the
roads  into  guagmires.

Huples amd  caves were

burrowed in the ground,
especially, i the precipi-
tous banks of the Lttle
River Klip, and during
bombardment hours many
took reftee in them; but
the boldest disdaincd sueh
shelter, and  nicknamed

the inhabitants of these

dens the ** Troglodytes.”
Tt must be satdl"

wrote Mr. Steevens, the

correspandent of the Darly
IANCE TO THE CROWN HOTEL CAVE, .IJI.'.’F.IJ

5 oAt wak abiout r2ir deep

in the town, “*that

the Beoers made war like

gentlemen of leisure; they restricted their hours of work with trade-unionist punctuality, Sunday
was always a holiday; so was the day after any particularly busy shooting. They seldom began
before Breakfast; knocked off regularly for meals—the luncheon interval was 11.30

War on lelsurely

i o 12 for riflemen, and 12 to rz.3o for sunners—hardlv ever fired after tea-time,
ines. 5 3 -

and. never when it rained. To do them justice, they did not at first tey to do

wanton damage in the town. They fired almost exclusively on the batteries. the camps, the bulloon,

and movinge bodies of troops, This was far from beme the casz later on, according to ather

correspondents. “In

a dav or twothe troops
weére far too snamly pro-
tected .l‘-l'EI”".l! schanzes
and reverse slopes, and
erown [ar too cunning
10 exXpose lllk‘fi,-‘-. IVES
to much loss. The in-
habitants were mostly
undereround, so that
there was nothing
really to suffer except
casual passengers,
beasts, and empty
buildings,”

As time went on
the mmsery of living
for hours in holes,
which in hot weathe:

were  stifling and in

wet weather miserably IORSE ON THE KLIP RIVER
(=3 BT TR reoetved many pr
snclled thar ip recelved the mame of =5

uncomfortable, oiit.  Thela

{ Goer Hlwill, Theie camp wos 80| por-
| dar
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weighed the sense of danger, and men preferred to face the peril in the op:n air, where they could

at least see what happened. A flash and a puf of smoke on the surrounding heights was the danger

sienal.  Eiglit seconds later would come the whistle of the projectile, the crash and viclent blast of
; = 208)
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ER AUXILL ES; CORES OF FRERNCHMEN UNDER THE COMMA

it= !'Ki!]lhit!tl, the si |-.i_\_ smell of melinite, and the raitle of the l.l'\LL:ZI;-.'I ts and of the stones hrled ].y
it npon the mofs of the houses. Now a house would be struck and wonld disselve in a crater of fire,
asif it had been built of cards; now a shell would explode close at hand ta an officers’ mess, yet
without caunsing the slightest harm ;3 now, again, with strange perversity, one would zpread death and
n"l'llti::t[.fl"l o everv -l|
There were many extruovdinary escapes. A shell, for instance, burst right upon Mr, Neyvinson, the
Daily Clyonzele correspondent, while with a friend he was fording the Klip. * Suddenly,”” he ivrites,
Eitragtainacy extapes. " the e iwas »-:.:rs".-thzn-_.' more than the nsual bang, erash: scream of a big shell;
and the water was splashed with lumps and shreds of iron, my hat was knocked
off and lay wrecked in the stream, and the horses were dushing this way and that with terror.™  © Are
vou kKilled 2" asked his
friend. 1 deu't think sa,”
he replied, and 1 fact he
was not fouched. Yet it
wis one of the narrowest
escapes of the sicee. The

bedroom where Mr. Pearse

the Datly News correspon-
dent, did his work was
struck  and  wrecked by
1

jectile come but one mintte

another shell @ had the pro-

later it would hayve found
him there and have made
an end of his story. This
shell blew an officer—who
was sitting with his back
to a window opposite the
room where it burst—Ien

feet or more, yet did not

agh vhe box o he o, Scathe:  him, Brisadier-

elothiieg nnd  blan ket

General Dartnell, the
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brilliant Colonial officer to whom—though his name feared it

1 no despatches—the nation owes 1
i : . : 2 = ALl WWES Inare
than to any other the credit of the retreat from Dundee, h

] appened to have vone outside his tent for

e 1 AT e - e A1 ( g . i | i - -

i moment, when a shell arrived and destroved everything inside it. General Ian Hamilton, C loned
h 3 § JENEe il i i OLOne

civilians chanced to be a little late for brea kst

one day : while the breakfust wadted for m a shell & -ai] G :
o, b l'\r"-‘L switdbedd lt T.I]t..ll'l il nIl(_.II entered the ‘1l|!|!|}.‘:'|-'J|'IE1 aned l-l_'l.]'l'l(_'f_'f_l its contents

to splinters. Fortunately there was nobody there at the time.  Sir George White and his staff were
sitting .an haorseback in : i

a little group, discussing the situation, when a shell ecame
the sky and buried itsell wnder the general’s horse in earth: it Jid

Rhodes, and several other well-known officers and

shricking from
not explode, but had it done so
The general, it was noticed, did nat start: he was speaking =~ the shell fell
and he continued his sentence without hesitation or alteration of volce. ’ * ’

few could have escaped.

On the other hand there were some upon whom inevitable doom scemed to have set its eal. Dy

= L i L AP Vit 1 1
Stark was an instance, a British doctor wha balieved the war unjust, but had come to Ladysmith to

tend the Boer wounded whae fell inte our hands. He always tpok shelter in the caves, but the shells

seemed to pursue him, and once a splinter struck and injured one who was in the same burrow with
himself; he left the cave and went to another hole, when a fresh shell dropped close to this, knocking
Steange fataliiis a mfm down by tlhu wind of its theht. The Boers usually \;:;-1-:1.1 firing in the
evening, and one night he had come back to the hotel, after whit he had supposed
the last gun, when several rounds were rapidly fAred from the 6-inch Crensot on Lombard’s Kop. A
shot actually struck him just as he reached the door of the hotel, and inflicted upon him such terrible
injuries that he died almost at once. A kitten which he always carried with him to his cave in a
basket, that the poor little creature might be safe, was unharmed. His last unselfish words as he lay
dying were, ** Take care of my cat.” A sergeant of the Liverpools who leit his shelter out of curiosity
just after a shell had burst, was caught by another projectile and torn almost to pieces. As they lifted
him back to the shelter he only said, *“ Wasn't it @ pity I went out to see it 7" Here, as at Kimberley,
it was noted that those eivilians who suffered most in life, or limb, or property through the Doer
shells were the sympathisers with the Boers. Such is the irony of

The soldiers took it all with calm philosophy. At first they felt and showed uneasiness; then
they became utterly indifferent—ontwardly, at least; and then, again, they were taught not to expose

WL,

themselves. “ If they do start bombarding of us, there ain't only one hymn Il sing, and that’s " Rock

of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee,”™ was a treasured saying of one private of the
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.I L

Devons.  Mr. Nevinson tells us o tale which illustrates the simple, stolid heroism of the common

Englishman,

A private of the Liverpools, whe occupied a dangerous and exposed position, kept a
Bt in it was no word of shells and sniping—no  vivid picture of the emotions. It wa:

{.lhirl'(.
tale of how he rose, went to bed, slept in the rain with one blanket, fonght, cut hrushwood

a colonr
and made entrenchments, without a single complaint.  Little wonder at the chorus sung by despatches—
“The men are splendid.”  Nor were the officers less brave or patient..  But their weak point was
their want of professional knowledge and of close attention to derail.  * We are only sportsmen,” said
one of them to Mr. Neyinson, as he crawled, sick with dysentery, to the train for Intombi. War was
their pastinie, not the profession and study of their lives. Yet there were in the town many with
whom no man, however captions, eould find fanlt—officers, such as Generals Tan Hamilton and Flunter,
Hunter, this

incident  ont  of Ay

destingd to win greater renown when endurance was exchaneed for action. Of Genera

others 15 worth chroni-
cling. The Leicestersand
Rifle Brigade were being
severely “sniped " by the
Poers one alternoon and
the men showed sions of
nneasimess, when General
Flunter amived. He stood
upright in the sight of
hundreds of the weneny,
while the bullets humned
round him. *“Let us sce
whether these Boers can
shoot or not.”’ he said :
and alter thus expusing
himself for & minute or
more, decided that thev
could not.  The efféet of
his bravery was electiical.

November gave way
to December, and naw the
flashes of search-liglits

and helipgraphs to  the

fneiy ey, south told unmistakably

RATAL VAVAL VOLUNTEERS FILLING SANDIAGS AND DUILL ING SCHANZES
(W]

f the approach of the
relief force. No one in Ladvsmith anticipated that it would have much difficulty in clearing a way
through' from Coelensg. What, after all, was the fichting power of the Doers? Even now, perhaps
forgetting Nicholsor’s Nek and Farquhar's Farm, the British could not bring themselves to believe
that an army of so little coherence as that of the Boers could long keep in check the trained and

disciplined force with which Sir Redvers Buller was moving against it.

In early December Sir Archibald Hunter onginated and carried to success a daring enterprise

!.(_".I!I.III',,' ].'._'r.'.—' !.]:il.l'; 1|:'; l[l.-.':]’]t'“ll_'ﬁ[ ir} el I?iIE:]'IT. attack \ll‘ l]iL: lt‘,.:'.l\'_\' ]"r,u'-I' “"-_-;[[)(_.”5 o1 :1“\: :_:.],;lu-:, i!r

Lombard’s Kop. Ar 10 pat. on the night of December 7, e marched out with
EBlowing up the 10 i e s e = e I P e S o
Srvrishn et ':r.l 1.1:1.1|.|.u.]| of }[III 'I.Ttlllt:.'.‘l} l:lﬁ-l.t HIJT:L‘_. l}u: J.mu_l, the valiant, the flower of
Lombard's Kop. Iintish South Africa”—and of the Natal Carbineers, who were to do the

dangerous work, while 400 more of the Natal voluntecrs acted as a reserve.
With such secrecy had the general asted that even his own staff knew nothing of his intentions
until the evening. The chosen 600 marched cautiously through the brushwood which parted the British
cutposts from the foot of the hill. No Boer picket saw them: no alarm was given; and in safety

the 1'etl Dritizh colomn res hed the PoLat where the ascent ]}_-f__:n:l.
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The night was very dark, but the dim ontline of

of the monntain before them could be Seen aoainst
the sky. The British force now chivided. d

Three handred men moved off to the right,
gap between Bulwana and Lambard's op and

that quarter. Ope hundred worled raund

at last, a little before fwo.

to guard the
prevent the Boers sending up remforcements from
v the left and ool post in: the bush on that side. Then
the actual storming party, zoo strong,

_ began its adventurous ascent. The
men were extended in -=il.’_t:]=' line two or three

et apart.  Slowly the steen slope was Dreasted, It

seemel to the forlorn hope marvellons that the rattle of the stones dislo lged did not alarm the

slumbering enemy or dis-
turh his pickets,

At length, as the top
was neared, there came
from below a challenge of
alarm: “ Wie gaat daar ?
Wie gaat daar?” There
wis no answer, but a fierce
rush for the gun, ** Shoot,
Martens, shoot! the rooi-
neks are upun  us!”
shouted the picket, and
instantly a volley  broke
from them and from the
earthworks at the summit.
Major  Henderson — and
half-a-dozen men  fell
wounded.  And now oc-
curred an incident which
Mr. Steevens shall tell in
his inimitable style :—** A
wild fire broke wvut from
above—and from  Lelow,
as well.  Either 1t was
the picket fiting or same
of the men in rear had
lost their liends.  The in-
l.'\i[;l]'ll_: moment illl'l cLl:~
rived when suecess or ruin
were  balanced (E1R] Lj|t.:
razor edee.  Hunter seized
a trumpet, and. for the
first time in the Botsh
Army's history, o general

sonnded the * Ceaze fire,

It was correct, they say,
but quavery. Colonel

PESIRAVING THE PREECHSCREW. OF THE ROl i UN
Edwerds, of the Light .
P 'l t mare e I the nstrime At any rate it was enoncn,

Horse, tried, and experts think he got more tune out of the instrument. At any rate |

the firing dropped in rear, and in a minute the firing dropped in front too. There were only a couj
of "!nz-.'il. Boers or so, and they had heen all asleep.  The 200 panted on” With ."|_ I.!"'.:.:Il-,: e
and the shout, * Fix bavonets and give them the cold steel ! "—though as a matter of fact there wel
only four Lavonets in l]'l;! force, and to make the enemy think the steel was really to be use d. tha

men had to clatter the butts of the rifles on the rocks, so as to praduce a sound like

bayonets—the stormers entered the Boer pesitien, Gi neral Hunter, Major King. and Majer Hepdersan,



notwithsteiling
his wound, at
their head ; and
the enemy fled in-
to the darkness.
It  remained
to  destrov  the
guns. The heavy
WeAPLOns Were W
in nomber, along
f-inch Creusot
siege weapan and
gr7-inch howit-
- A S -I-]Il_\ wWoere
150 yards apart,
each  Dbelind a

mountain of sand

bags, 3t feet thicl,

1

E T WHO ASSISTED IN THE BLOWING }l,..‘_,]'L,_. the heavi-
IFTEN SPOUKEN OF AS GUN HILL)

est projeciiles aviih

a Maxim automatic gun between them, The automatic wun and the siohts and Dreceh Llock of the

Crensot were carried off as trophies; then twelve actillervmen and four engineers under Captain Fowke
and Lieutenant Turner set to work to disable the hig weapons,  Sledge bammers were used on the
breech screws; charges of gun-cotton were inserted in the Dresches and muzzles, and the [luses
Lierhited. L dptaln Fowke waited behind for the \'_‘T\']ll sion while his comrades retired. There were
two violent reports, and, examining (he guns, he [ound that two luree holes had been Blewn in the
muzzle of the G-inch weapon, and that its breech was much damaged—probably beyond all pessibility
of r ']'.niI. As for the howitzer it was C :|[|1|I]l_'1l_'1_'. ruined.

The forlorn hope retreated, full of exultation, down the steep slops, and without incident or interference
from the enemy regamed Ladysmith, just as the day was breaking: There at leisure a number of

papers and letters, avhich had been found in the Bosr w

were examined. The most interesting
wis this letter from a young Transvaaler to his sister :—* One month and seven days have ]1;1-'.4:'-| Since
we  surrounded  Ladvsmitiy,
and sl we do not know

vitat swill I.:'.I"'fl. We s

3 ZJH over

the town every day, thoueh
we are bombardine it with

our cannon. It would be

very dangerons to attack the
towrl, as they have szaveral
breastworks outside, They
have two of thewr naval guns
close to the town which give
us a very warm time—often
unhbearalile on daccount of their
cxcellence. T thinka good deal
of blood will have 1o be shed
belore the time comes for their
surrender, as Mr. Englishman

fights hard and well, and sur

burghers are a bit shaky.
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The British losses in this affair were only one killed and

f:'mr
wonnded.,  The

Boers were not slow to express. admiration for the
courage and conduct of the attacking party.  * Every man in il deserves
the Victoria Cross,” they said to a medical officer. who went out to
attend to a mortally wounded troaper, as they ruefully contemplated
the havoe wrought by the pun-cotton. They at once removed the
6-tnch gun and despatched it to Preforia, where its battered mnzzle
was sawn off and its damaged breech reinforced by metal bands, Tt
15 then said to have been sent asainst Kimberley, where its missiles
once more caused terror and consternation,  The commandant in

charge of the gun was sent before a Krijgsraad, convicted of neglect

A FEATHERED POSTMAN of duoty, and diseraced.
the

P EOAN ,‘"';_'\"'.,',!_1_'('!& sy Fo cover the retreat of General Hunter's men. or perhaps, with
Prince af Wik I 1

Shoertly
Bir Laeor
e carrist plaoons whi
hr. Hirst, ol the Dorban
o Blesmalintonre
G

the idea of attacking Modderspruit camp, the cavalry at dawn of the Sth
had made a sortie in the direction of Pepworth Hill. Thev did net

and
¢hiftye 1
It was by moans
condition of dffalrs
conyeyrd to Durian o

get far.  Long before Modderspruit was reached, the hills all abont

began to crackle with rifle firing, while from surprise Hill the Boes
heavy and light guns opened on the British rear. It was elear that
the enemy, far from having weakened their forces in the neighbourhood of Ladvsmith, were in great
strength.  Accordingly, the horsemen were directed to retire, and did so i admirable order. with 2
loss of two killed and twenty wounded. The 18th Hussars, who were the farthest in advance. suffered
most. A fine stary, tllustrating the pluck of one of their wounded men, is told by the Darly Telegraph

(R

correspondent. I'he horse carrying the spare ammunition e » squadran of the t8th Hissars,”

}
' - ~——
SIRUGEORGE WHITE ADDRESSING THE NATAL VOLUNTEERS AFTER THE BLOWING UP OF THE GUNS ON GUN JTHS
LOMBARD'S ROP
" The mews of your deed) is now ringing throvgh the Empire.
he writes, “had a leg blown off by a :~F|]:|f.lu_.!. and it became necessary to carty the (W, D0Xes

of ammunition back to the town, a distance of nearly a mile. Four men performed this service,

anil when it was finished one of them said to Ins comrade that some insect munst |f:ii'n" |-'-i11:? ]'1”|
during the night, as his shoulder had been sminrting for a long time. He took off his shirt, ”l

s 5 N 3 - tha allet enterine between the
then it was plain that he had been shot clean through thi shoulder, the Dullet entering between the

: S , ; . J Gn this [fshion to help
shoulder bone and the spine, and passing out in front. For a man wounded in this fashion el
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carry a heavy box containing 1,700 rounds of ammunition was an almost wnequalled feat of grit amd
endurance.’

Eager to emulate the distinction which the sortie of the 7th had bLronght the Colonials,
to repeat the attempt in a new direction.  Cuolonel

the

regulars begged Sir G. White to be allowed :

Metealle, of the Rifle Brigade, wis the most importunate, and on December 1o

Lha feat yepentad BE ne Svas permitted to deliver a night attack upon the troublesome 47 inch howitze:
Surprise Hill, y ) y = _ : L :

Surprise Hill.  He marched away from camp at 1o p.n with five companics

artillernymen of the 6gth Ficld Battery under Major Wing, and a

0
of the znd Rifle Brigade, a few

handful of sappers under the gallant Licutenant Digby-Jones—destined all too soon to pay the inevitable

pice for his devoted heroism.
The little column marched to Observation Hill and there halted for ninety minutes till the moon
. i : ol s " A i e 3 T
had gone down behind the mountains. Then, without sound o speect, the 4bg men rose and mirehed

silently away intg the night, crossing the rallway which runs from Ladvsmith to Harrismith.

L ERISONERS AT MOLDER SPREUIT AND BUEK LALY VISITORS TO THE LAAGE!

SIEGE OF LALDYSMITH: LRy

Bevond the railway stretched the broad, uneven veldt up to the foot of the hill.  just as the storming
party reached this point a beam of light struck the sky. It was the Boer search-light on Bulwanm.
The men threw themselyes down and waited for some minutes in momentar expectation that the
beam would turn upon them and reveal their movements 1o a1 wakeful en my, rendering them the
instant target of every gun and rifle to the north of Ladysmith. But after some instants of errant
uncertainty the search-light turned skywards and spent its efforts in menningless flashes. The Brtish
sortie had, after all, not been discovered. The enemy was only busy trying to interrupt the British
flash-light sienals from the soutl,

Reassured, the attucking party advanced once more and reached the foot of the hill. Here 230 e
were left to secure the retreat: the rest pushed forward rapidly and noiselessly, and gained the summit
unchallenged.  Then only came u cry, = Wie gaat daar 77 and the crepitation of musketry. At once,
as if by magic, the whole northern sector of the Boer lines broke intor uproar.  The crash of feld
guns and the rapid jarring of the Maxim automatic t-pounder was heard to left and right, warning
the Boer pickets that the “rooineks ™ were once mote upor them.  Then this hubbub died away and

all interest centred upen the summit of Surprise: Hill.
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The British advance dashed forward with

_ fixed bayonets and entered the gun emplacement just
as half-a-dozen of the enemy took to flight,

i The howitzer was found to have been moved some
distance (o the rear.  Surrounded by the men of the Rifle Brigade with fixed bavonets, Lieutenant
Digby-Jones placed the gun-cotton in the muzze and breech, lighted the fuses, fell back, and waited.

Minutes, however, passed, and there was no explosion.  Facing the risk of death or mutilation i the

charge went off, Licutenant Dighy-Jones coolly walked back and applied another fuse. This time there

was no failure.  With a roar and blaze ¢ : -
ar ¢ aze of light the charge exploded, and the gun was irreparably damaged.
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The delay, however, had given the enemy time to eollect men and to concert measures to cut
off the British retreat.  As the Rifle Brigade fell back, checring, the Boers pressed forward on each
flank, pouring in magazine hire. They shouted in English to the British soldiers, endeavouring to
decoy them to the rocks on either side, whercupon the soldiers were shot down or made prisoners.
In some confusion the foot of the hill was reached: here a fierce tussle took place with a detachment
of the Buoer Foreign Lewion, while the true Boers firel impartially into their auxiliaries and their
assailants.  Among the enemies bavonetted at this point were an American, who cried out that he
was only @ newspaper correspondent—but in whose hands was found a hor rifle—and an Inshman.
The struggle was sharp buot short: the Boers were driven back, and the British column retreated
with all speed to Ladvsmith.

This exploit was not performed without considerable loss.  On the British side one man was
killed, fourteen mortally and thirty-nine less severely wounded, while eight prisopers were taken by the
enemy. The Boers acknowledged a loss on thewr part of over a hundred killed and wounded. It was
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afterwards known that they had specially detailed 250 men to guard the destroyed howitzer, and had,
as they supposed, rendered it secure from attack.

After this they took greater precautions to protect their guns, surrounding them with elaborate
Wi L.'!'Il.lll:_:it'fI'II'T'll‘;‘ and strengthening the pickets on night duty. Owing to these measures it was
impossible for the British garrison to repeat its exploits,  Thenceforward tll the end of the siege
lh:_.: Boer works and guns were lefl unmolested, except by the fite of the howitzers and naval guns.

On December 12 the sound of heavy ficing in the Colense direction filled the garrison with joy.
A Flving Column composed of Devonshires. Manchesters, and Gordons, with the main part of the

ritish field artillery, waited all that day for the order te march out and burst in upon the retreating

enemy. 1t =

hidds

Hopes of relief. :
waited all

the rath, all the ryth, and
all the 15th. svhile the roar

al  uns:  (Uelenso-wards

waxed steadily londer, N
message came o SIr Ga,
White from Genepral Byller,
and onthe a6th there wis
comparative silence to the
south, Oniy the Boer
vians on DBulwana were
active.  In quick sncoes-

sion they fAred twenty-on

HOWI1T 3
the Bopr tronche t foor of the hill

tonnds to mark that it was Din-
vaan’s Dav—the anniversary ol

the great defear of the Zu

s iy

the Doers sixtv-one vea Liefore

o this yery region.  This joyiol
salute had an ominons sound to
the besicond. and next ei.:_‘\' all was
cxplained i 4 general order :
“The General Officer Com
manding the Natal Field Torce

regrets to hiave to announce that

General Sir Redvers Buller failed
b mitke gnod his first uttuek on Colenso: reinforcements will not, therefore, drrive here as earlv as awis

expected.  Sir George White is confident that the defence of La

ivsmith will be continued by the zarrison
i the same spirited manner as it has hitherto been conducted until the General Officer Commanding
in=Chiel in South Africa does reliexe 14"

[n a moment the bright expectations of an early relief faded, and despondency sucoeeded rejoicing.
Gereral Duller had failed: chy plight of Ladysmith was grave indeed. From Bulwana the exultant
Boers signalied in bitter derision: “ Where is your Buller now? He has presented us with ten guns
in place of the three vou fook.” “To-day,” wrote Mr. Nevinson on the rgth, * there was something
like despair thronghout the camp.” '

The Boers mounted fresh guns, and in the weary d: of suffering and sorrow that followed

their hombardment exacted more vietims. One fatal shell pitched among the unlucky Gloucesters,
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THE RETURN OF HATTALION IFLE

killing six and wounding nine; anothe:
ol the sth Lancers and wounded cight ; a third burst amo
the Natal Carbineers and accounted for 12 casualties, a fourth
among the Devons laid lew 17 men. The garrison hegan t

feel the pineh of hunger; all luxuries had lone sinee is-

:1|||ls:.'i|'|_-nl. and tobaceo wis unprocurable execepl for almaost its

weight 1in gold. Eight new potatoes fetched thirty slullings,
a turkey went for £5. Even the sater of the river was all
bt wndrinkable. The DBoers systematically poisoned 1t with
carcases and offal, awd it ran a thicek stream of tamted niad
Silent, enduring, cut off fram the world, knowing nothing
of what wus happening elsewhere or of the areat efforts which
were now at last being made at home to turn defeat it

trivmph, the garrison spent the last fortnight of December

ind the early davs of January, Tt could not be awdre that
the eyes of the world were fixed npon it and its fate, * Are

we thoueht fools or heroes: sienzilled

** Fools or Heroes 2™ : . :
the |ll||!':__'2'|;.'|rl-'- one dav to General
Buller's men—so near and yet <o far off —and the answer
was blurred by the failing of the sun. Christmas under such
conditions was :111_|:1.'u“l1u|}' enough, though the DBoers, as a

grim. pleasantry, fired shells contaimnpg plom-puddines into the
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ONE OF THE KHARLCOLOURED NAVAL 1+BOUNDERS FROM LADYSMITIL, AND ITS GREW
town. For once the men were omiven n opood dinner, and  clforts were
made: by some of the officers to commemorate the season in a suitable

Christmas

mnanner.  All tha anbroken tovs were bonght up, and four great

trees were dressed for the occasion. It is astonishing to read that noe fewer
than two hundred children attended this festivity. Meanwhile disease was
claiming an everincreasing tale of victims of privation, and the nnmber
of sick at Intombi Camp steadily grew. There were over 1,000 towards
the end of December. Unfortunately the cormuption apd mismanagement
prevalent at this camp caused the utmost bitterness. Many correspondents
alliude o the matter, but as the truth of their assertions has heen fiercely
disputed, Mr. Nevinson, the able and trustworthy carrespondent of the

Datly Chraele; shall make his own statements.. ™ The 15th Hussar oflicers,

he writes, ** at Christmas eave up a lot of little luxuries, such as cakes

and things which count ligh in a siege, and sent them down to their
sick 4t Intombi. Not 2 cenmb of it all did the sick ever receive. Ever

thing disappeared en route—stolen by officials or sold to greedy Colonials

for whom the sick had fought. It is a small point, but charactorisiic of
the whole affair.”  And, again, he notes that Celonel Stoneman, upon a visit
to the camp. found a ** general want of organisation™ in the distnibution
i stores, and swas met with objections by the medieal authorities, * on
the ground of expense.” to certain improvemerts le suggestad,

Many af the Boers appear o have been granted leave during the Christmas
season, and towards the end of the year they were scen to be trooping back.

Forage for the horses in Ladysmith was at this thine grawing scaree in spite ol

the faect that {00 men were serl out every cl.’l_\' Lorcul grass upon the hillsides
which were leust exposed to the enemy's lire.

Thus the vear closed, for the besieged, in alternations of hope il
misgiving, but with the enemy still at arm’s length. The new vear, while

yet young, was to see the two armies meet i deadly strngele, hand to hand.
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gun pits. prepared for one of the 4°7's and one of the naval 12-pounders, which were in process  of
bemng moved to these positions that night ; the noise made by the working parties was o factor nndoubtedly

favourable to the Boers. Wagon Hill was weakly held by the British. Abont 270 dismounted

troopers of the Tmperial Light Horse were its garrison, supported by hall the 15t King
just  beyond the nek which parts Wagen Hill from Caesar's Camp.  On Cresar's Camp were 360
There were alsor on Wagon Hill halfa-dozen

[nsignificant

g IR I‘\'.'IJ Rifles,

f the 1st Muanchesters and the g2 Teld Battery.

binegjackets under Guuner Sims, and some thirty engineers nnder Lieutenant Dighy- Jones,

le to the total of men on the ridge, they played a great part in the tersible

h Sims and Jones, by the most heroic and detersined

valour, won a name for themselves that will pever Le forgotten,
Jones met @ soldier’s death in the battle, and sleeps in the little

addition though they nu

|

strugele which was now to begin, and b

Sims for his splendid conduct was

promoted o commissioned rank ;

town which he fought so well to save.

MANCHES

were covered with boulders and brush-wood.

Che night was dark; the lower slopes of the rids
Shartly before midnight the noise of a great concourse of men singing hymns m the Boer lines came
throngh the blackness to the Light Horse pickets. This should have warned them,

The British surprised. . : :
Fhe search-light from Bulwana plaved

made them careless.,

but long security had

i watchars.

mitensifying the darkness and blinding the

~19 l"i:i_\' on the British POSES :_l]c'-.']_'_"‘ thi |'I'I_'.,'i'.
prcked Boers made then

No sound of footfalls disturbed the silence: stealthily, with bare feet, the
pproach. At last, about 2.30 a.m., a British s ntry on the outer slope of Wi
immediately came the answer: ** Friends;

cont Hill saw a number

of dark figures about him. The challense swas siven ;
don't shoot™  Deceived, he held his fire; the Boers closed. poured in w volley, and killed him on
the spot, as he stood with rifle raised,

Phis happened on the south-eastern face of the hill; it gave the alavm at once, hut eave it oo
af the I'il.l_‘_:{', and, as the

late. Already another body of Boers had teached the western sumumit  of

sound of firing came up from below, dashed forward and carried the gun pits, The surprise was
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suceessful and complete. The most vital point of the most vital
was in the enemy's hands, and, wors st of all, one of th

Day dawned and the Boers held fully half the ridge ;
direct a deadly enfilading fire upon Casar's Camp an
Inextricable confusion

position of the Ladysmith defences
4'7's was in the enemy’s midst.

i from the ground gained they were able to
I upon the handful of British troops on Wagen Hill.

prevailed ; bullets came,
or seemed to come, from .
all quarters, and our
men could only fire at
the flash of the Boer
rifles,  Ttwasastrungele
in which, aon each side.
everything depended on
the daring and endiir-
ance of individuals: but
it must be remembered
that many of the British
were sickly, and all i1l-
fed, whereas the Boers
were in the very pink
ol physical condition ;
and, as many of them
were Natal rebels, they
tad @ perfect know-
vdge of the 'TTI"II.IIIL
The Light Horse
on Wagon Hill wer
The gun-pits taken forced
and retaken bacl:
repeatedly. e st
scamen of the Royal
Navy were forced back :
the party of Engineers
wias foreed back—hit
not for far.  Again and
again this handful of

men advanced to cap- i

ture the gun pits, led \

by Lieutenant Matthias

of the Light Horse.

and by Sims and Jones,

and again and again was A

repulsed by an enemy TR By JoTis & Tl man, Calcit

TARUT -GENERAL
not less brave.,  Atlast, : :
3 Monteith Haimiltor
|||1\\'l‘\'L'|_‘ l.]]l‘.'-”- "‘t)l“-ﬂ"__:l' s
met its reward. They

sucteeded in taking the

}-'””'l’ll'\: and held t|h'||1 L il r|"b.||“:ffi:.': :Ij‘_.- <1 1Jil Be o batked for b Africa with Sir George \.\ lilte

for some minutes. But

forced
rifles

‘ : R (L . he [Brs e AT

the Boers came on in such numbers and with such resolution, that the iIJ‘LI h wer i.]
: e T anin el
out. TEz two sides shot desperately at one another across the breast-work of sandbags, 3 |.|.|
. : . : ‘ou E : ine's Kifes e et up
almost touched the target and every bullet dealt a mortal wound. The King's Rifles were bron |

r L%
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to support the Light Horse, the rest of whose regiment galloped hard
to the scene of fighting ! a party of Gordons; too, arrived from Maiden's
Castle, and they were thrown into the battle.  But they could not turn
the scale.  Valiantly the Light Horse advanced’; they saught to show
that the croel insinuations against their courage, made by some of
those Englishmen who delight in disparaging their own country and
their own countrymen, were false.
Rarely or never have Volunteers fought
better, and officer alter oficer dyed
the bonlders purple with his hlood.
IBut their courage and devotion seemed
displayed in vain.  The most that they

could do was to cling to the nocthern

ot neie. Slope af Wagon  Hill and its western

MATOR ALLNUTT, DS.O. extrentity, while the Boers could not
Killed!1n L £l get beyond the nek and the southern
slope. The crest was a no-man’s land, the pessession of which was

disputed by both and made good Iy
neither;  Too the rear, on Red Hill,
two  field  batteries, unlimbered and

lopded, looked on upon the struggle.

They could not fire without peril to ORDAVA

the British troops ighting on the ridge Tiddest son of the Eart of Dullitia,

r Martally wonnded [n the action at Wagen L
before them.,  Another battery shelled
with vigour Mounted Infantry Hill, where lay the Boer supports
behind excellent cover. Now the fire swelled up furiously, the Boers
daslied forward, and to the horror and dismay of spectators in the
British ling, the King's Royal Rilles were seen to break and retire in

oreat disorder. It was about 6 aan., and just at this moment the

I1I'|‘l fiders suffered a terrible loss. Lord
Ava, eldest son of
Lol Dufferin,

who was serving on  General Ian

Death of Lord Ava.

hifled s thc acion.ar Wason Hil Hamilton's staff, and who had en-
deared himsell to all by his cheerfulness and courage, was shal
thraugh the head while looking through
his field glasses at the encmy. Hearing
that he was shot, Colonel Rhodes and
Lieutenant Lannowe went [orward 1o
his aid at the risk of their lives, and
passing unharmed to and fro through
the storm of bollets, carried his un-

conscious form to safety.

Minutes passed  slowly:  hours

passed like years, and still the stroggle GUNNER SIMS,
Haw

Promoted Fleswenant for bravery at Ladysmtith.

S Potoerful,

raged upon Wagon
Hill.  The Boer

artillery had opened fire, and its <hells and r-'-!ll':||II'll'I

Homeric fight between
Generals.

perpetually Tashed the summit, vet so skilfully did the Boer gunners
direct their projectiles, that though the two armies were herealouts

only one hundred yards apart, no stray missile found a target among

their own men. Once more the gun pits had been taken by the
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British. Here Major Miller-Wallnutt of the Gordons—a man of great stature

SR = = and as preat conraoce—
was shot dead by Commandant De Villiers: General lan B S SRR

||i.m:su1]' shot at De Villiers and missed him, but the Buoer :{:l;'::f ;n“ \:‘_],w(-:.:Iii:_nl,}llin::tllllI'Lr .}tl'u: fight,
Light Horse; Corporal Albrecht fell to a feld-cornet: the el featit .[.” l--m”.““!.mt. “.“l sln.-«, ft j’f the
revolver in hand, fonght like a demon. Onee Jones was left :11“1IL‘,. and ;|1 t].l L;. I]muulhl “lliil"‘ i
Boers with three chambers and brained a fourth with the butt, ‘ . 4 TS e

1L

LI LR

ll..\"

ol Wiangh,|
LIEUTENANT DIGEY - JUNESS BRHAVERY AT WAGUN HILI

Attempts were made to get the men on the northern slope to charge with the bayonet, but

they failed. The soldiers were shaken by hours of snortal conflict without food. and by the certainty
of death which faced all who rose frem the ground. Lieutenant Denniss of thi

The Boers checked, £ ; : , 5 r . - )
Engineers, who had especially distinguished himsell) though he was fighting there
contrary to orders, Majors Mackworth and Bowen, and two lieutenants ol the King's Rilles, were
shot down, calling upon the men to follow them. The fight continued an individual action: man

against man and rifle against rifle.  About noon the firing slackened from mere exhaustion, but the
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Boers had not loosened their hold.  Dismounted men of the 18th Hussars, s5th Dragoon Guards,

and sth Lancers were now pushed up the hill and the enemy were at last brought to a standstill.
For the third time the gun pits were carried by the British, and thenceforward remained in our

General Tan Hamilton was able to send a message to General White that the hill and the

hands.
But unless the Boers could be cleared off the

priceless 4'7 upon it were at least safe for a time.
southern slopes before night, they would inevitably be reinforced in the darkness and must be able to
rush the position. Everything, therefore, centred npon the recapture of the southern slopes.
Meantime, to turn to other quarters of the field, an equally fierce fight had raged all day along
the nidge of Casar's Camp. An oatpost of Natal troops on Intomby Spur, the extreme eastern end
Attempts £o take of the ridge, suddenly saw a large number of slouch-hatted riflemen creeping up
Camsar's Camp by They challenged,
Lo LT but the strangers replied in good English:
The Town Guard were armed civilians of Ladysmith and did not wear uniform,

the north-eastern slope, which was thickly covered with bush.
“TFor God's sake dan't hre; we are

the Town Guard.”

LA ter o sketeh by ' Metton Hiver,

g8, Wels, )
FHE MANCHESTERS REPELLING THE BOER ASSAULT

so that the enemy might easily be mistaken for them; but as they were never cmployed on the
outer line of defences, it seems strange that the Natal men were deceived, By their stratagem
the Boers were enabled to approach closelv and pour a deadly volley into the colonials, They
pushed rapidly up the slope and surprised the pickets of the Manchesters on the summit, taking
Lientenant Hunt-Grubbe of that battalion prisoner, as he was visiting his outposts ; he supposed them

to be the Border Mounted Rifles, and discovered his mistuke too late. One of the pickets was cut

off and ordered to surrender, but refusing to do so, was instantly shot down. In this guarter the
Boers did not seruple tp advance in such a line that no shots could be fired at them without the

risk of hitting Intombi Camp, where the British. wounded lay : they were within their strict rights,

but a more honourable enemy would not have acted thus. [In another part a Boer advanced with
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the white flag, followed by a hundred companions, slinking throngh the bush, He shouted as the
rifles were turned on him, “ Don’t fire: 1T want to surrender.” but the trick by this time deceived no

one. The British troops emptied their magazines into the treacherous flag-bearer and his comrades,

and covered the hill with theirr corpses.
The bravery of the Manchesters was equal to the strain imposed upon it by the sudden attack
of an unknown number of the enemy. Sixteen of the battalion were cnt off with the pickets by
the advance of the Boers, but they held their pest all day, and swhen night fell
Bravery of the i, tcen lay riddled with bullets, one was desperately wonnded, and one man only

Manchesters and of -
the Field Artillery. was untouched, In the whole course of the

of the devation of the eommoen TEpelishman, which s fithful unto dedth. So
i of the

war there was no finer example

deadly was the fire of this little party that it played a great part in checking the advance

AT THE HOOFDP LAAGER, MODDER SPRUIT.

Gienerals leds 5 Lk son, and 'the ehaplaln 2its crossdegaod 1o lront of bim,

Boers, and thus these men died not in vain, Scott and Pitts were the names of the two survivars
—heroes both.  The bulk of the Manchesters, like the Light Horse on Wagon Hill, had to give
ground, and fell back to the northern edee of the crest, lint there theyv stood fast and no power of
the enemy could force them from their position.  Now the Doers sivnalled to the e guns on
Bulwana ** Maak vecht.” and the great Creusot and the three rz-pounders on that height began (o
rain shells on the Manchesters, enfilading the crest from end to end. From the guns on the
heights fo the south and south-west of Intombi Camp came o not less heavy fire.  The shells
pounded the stone walls of the frail schanzes, sending dust and splinters and stones fiving, but,
miraculons to relate; few men among the Dritish troops  were touched.  And yet to spectators it
seemed that nothing could live upon the hill,

Help was now at hand for the stubborn. hard-pressed Manchesters.  Colonel Dick-Cunyngham

led out all the Gordon Highlanders, who were not engaged upon Wagon Hill, to clear and hold the
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north-eastern slope of Casar’s Camp; Colonel Metealfe, with half the 2nd Rifle Brigade, hurried

sard Field Battery, which
dly wut into the open, under the
muzzles of all the Boer guns on the south-eastern sector of the line of investment. and

up to the ridge and rendered splendid service: Major Addy, with the
had covered itself with such glory at Parquhar's Farm, pushed bal

exposed to
the rifles of the CNENY. It calmly

vnlimbered, and Legan to sweep with
its. shrapnel the bush on the northe
eastern slope, where every thicket hid

a Boer.  Spmetimes. too, it turned

its projectiles upon that end of the
sutntiit whieh was held by the encmvy.
Twoe Boers were seen thr meh  the

telescope on Convent ill, ere ping

along the ridee—father and son
when o shrapnel eaunghy them both
and earcied them away o ibs bjast,
Tl Iu.'nlli'l". Vs not many se-
conds in action Lefore the muzzle of

SSers e the great O-inch Crensot on Bulwana
L e+

wias slewed round, and began to make

MEMURIAL CAIRN TO LIEUT-COLONEL HICK EUNYNGHAM the feld guns its target. Under its

Erocied on the spot where he fell, and oyver which the Gordon Hiehlanders pasied 1o the
asslstanee of the Manchesters

sheldls  the gunners displaved superb
coolness, Says Mr, McHugh, corre-
spondent of the Daily Telegraph :—" The conduct of the gunners under the fire of this gun—which
was throwing shrapnel shell, fortunately with percussion fuse —was simply magniticent. I swatched
it from the erest of the hill above the battery, and again and again 1 saw our guns fred right ont
of the cloud of smoke from the enemy’s bursting shell. One gun 1 noticed in particular. A shell
exploded, as I judged, right on the gun, and gunners and all disappeared from view., [ gazed,
lascmated, through my glasses, expecting to sce a dismounted gun and mangled men when the
smoke had cleared away. But almost before the fhrst shock of the explosion was over, flush went
the erimson lance of lame [rom the muzzle of the sun 1 had thoueht wrecked, and the shmpn-l, almed
as true as if at a feace
practice, went smash into
a group of the enemy,
killing o wounding filteen
out of seventeen ar them.
[t was a splendid exhi-
bition of the noalness and
nerve of our gunmers, and
was worth visking same-
thing ta see. DBut it was
not only one instance;
again and again did
notice shells bursting not
a dozen vards from the
battery, and the men went
on with their work with-
out  even 1|.1l‘ni|1:;‘ their
heads to look at them.”
Before the Gordons

could reach Casar's Cump
they lost * their  gallant A BURGHER AND HIS SON UN QUEPOST DUTY DEFORE LADYSMITH
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Colonel, Dick-Cunyngham, mortally wounded by a long-range shot; he had only just recovered from
his wound received at Elandslaagte, and rejoined his regiment. When they armved they delivered a
brilliant bayonet charge, and recaptured the more advanced schanzes from which the Manchesters
had been beaten back. The Boers met the charge with the utmost courage, firing steadily until the
Gordons were almost upon them ; only then did they break and take to flight. One Boer fell a
victim to the bayonet; he and a colour-sergeant ench fired simuoltaneously at and wounded the
other, but the Scotchman followed up his shot with the steel. The colour-sergeant; so hot was the
fire. was struck in thirteen places; fortunately his wounds were not mortal.

The Rifle Brig:

and rifies of t

wle, farther along the rudege, suffered heavily from the feld guns, © Pom-Poms,

Though they fouzht mest gallantly thev eould not gain ground. In the

FHE RIFLE BRIGADE HOLDING THE BASTERN END OF CESARS HILEL

ceupied by the Border B

outed Rif

struggle Lientenant Hall was severely wounded, and his men compelled to abandon him, He lay

in front of their rifles; with another wounded man., ander t

e hre of the two armies. Desperate
attempts were made to bring him ., but, as no man could rise withont becaming the target for
twenty ar more Baer marksmen, the attemipts were unsueceessiul. A gallant colour-serpeant, however,

three times crossed the bullet-swept zone with water for the wounded, and crossed it unseathed.

Then, as his soldiers watched him in silent agony, Lieutenant Hall was seen to attempt to handage
s arm, which was bleeding badly.

In so doing he must have lifted himsell and exposed himself
to the enemy, for at that instant another bullet struck him and ended his sufferings,  And his was
only one out of many such cases.

On Casar's Camp the fight thus flickered to and fro all the morning and early afterncon, and
the Boers conld not be driven back, despite their losses, which were, for once, incontest ibly heavy.
They had heliographed in the morning to the head faager: *“We haye taken Casar's Camp,” and it
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almost looked as though their Loast was to be made good. The situation was critical in the extreme:

tical moment of the whole war. for if \Wae, .
The enemy cln'm to and Cesirs. C | | ; : ¥ ral W agom il
z L4 AT 1 gl ar Pt < velseer e . . - .
have captured Lthe hil AP S-Lamp  were lost, Ladysmith oust speadily capitulate, when te
surrender of a whole British Division, with its more than fifty pieces of artillery
. . - x eb B4 ]
would deal a dea Iy blow to British prestige in South Africa, and eive

every
neouragement to oar ensmies in Europe to intervene. More, the Bl of the place would have set

IL was; perhaps, the most eri

A eritical situntion,

free at least 10,000, and possibily
15000, mcked Boers for work i}l
other quarters, and this at a time
when reinforcements had nor arrived
from England in large rumbers.
Many heavy puns would hayve been
available for the bombardment «f
Kimberley and Mafeking, so thit the
fate ol these two places depende:d
largely upon Ladysmith. Lastly, the
surrender of the three besieped towns
would have been accepted by the
Dutch of Cape Colony as proof that
the Drtish cause was hopeless, and
the muchodreaded, constantly dis-
1=sed, and carelully arranged in
surrection of the Dutch would have
come to pass, increasing ten-fold the
danger and difficulty of the war.
But at this supreme moment,
when it might almost be said that
Saved by a storm. the ml_ll.' Sl _[_“':1‘ Y
0 oIr Lagorge
White’s ro,000 fichting men, but of
the British Empire trembled i the

balance, the elements interyvened. The

battle was still raging, as towards

4 ponn. the sunvamshed; the sky grow

INNERS: MEN CE THE TRANSVANL STAATSARTIILERIE. preternaturally  black: and with
fearful crash a thunderstorm. more
viclent than any the army had yet seen, broke over the combatants. The tain descended in such
sheets that it was bnpossible for men 1vo vards away to see each other, even when the flashes of
forked lightning illuminated with their weird glare the terrible scene.  Hallstones, larse as ewos, fell at
intervals, but they were to the British troops a weleome exchange for the projectiles fiom the Boer
urtillery on Bulwana and the neishbonting hejehts, which was unable to fire in fhe intense: bl kness,
The rain and hail drove clean in the enemy’s fuces, ntterly disconeert ng their marksmen’s aim, Now
it was that on Cesar's Camp the gallant Muanchesters and Gordons and Rifle Brigade began to force
the enemy back. Step by step. yard by yard, they gained ground, One final effort the Boers madi
i this quarter: one more most desperate onset was delivered with a courapge as fadltless as that
of the men they strove to dislodge. but it was met with the most stubborn determination and
repelled.  Then through the driving rain dark figures could be seen by the dozen bolting down the
ill, wnder the cover of a tremendons long-range rifle fire. Cuesar's Camp was safe at last.
Upon Wagon Hill seenes even more stirring had been enacted. As the storm broke, the pick
and flower of the ezarcson, Sir George White's mainstay and last hope, three
S e iy companies of the Devanshires, arrived. If they failed to clear the hill, all indeed

was lost. Led by Colonel Park, Captain Lafone and Licutenants Field and Masterson, they pushed

33
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forward with superb coolness, firing us they advanced with such accurate aim, that they unsteadied
the shooting of the Boers. About six o'clock they struck the saummit of the rdge ;s officers and
sereeants called wpon the men to *‘remember that they were Devons,” and the three companies,
cheering, with bavonets ready. swept over the level plateau to its southern edyge, hurling  back the
The losses of both sides were terrible at this moment, but the Devons were more

discomhted DBoer,
They reached a low stone wall on the farther

stubborn than their foes, and they did thelr work.
edee  and  there

) they halted under
an appalling fre.

Here died Captain

Lafone, ending all
too early a heroie
career, yet pur-

chasing  with his

life-blood the sal-
vition of  TLady-
smith; here also
it‘]l_. \\'l:ll?lli('{].
Licutenants IMield
and Masterson, the
last a soldier of

conspleucus  and

remarkable valour, wha had risen from the
ranks. He had been sent baok for rem-
forcements; on his way three bullets struck
him, but none the less he stageered on and

cave his message.
The charge, in the ¢p mion of many, was
the finest of the war, and it turned the
doubttul lortunes of the

The Boers fall back. ;

dav. The Boers lell

back, pell-mell, bolting down the hill in utter

LOMBAIL ROP, FROM LaDYSATUH.

confusion, while the British troops through
o e L Pl hileh dlistanit hill § ambiaesd's Kops the sotleitg spie ol tut Tkl roo e gel
the driving rain phed them with magazine o dibily lower lovd b GuncHUL il wean i scetinof che destructon of e Hogr

Nutul Carbineers on Becember 7. The peaja

e § : uns by ALe Dol Dlglit Hiinse
fire. Many in their mad flicht were canght o _II I!.-.-.I ,-__|_r.-|, iJE Ilj-:::-lr....-l il
in the impetuons torrents which now swirled
down the dongas and spruits; the deadly fire of shrapnel from  the indefatigable s3rd  Lattery,

supported by two guns of the 42nd, drove dozens into Fourter’s Spruit, where they were drowned.
licht for the work of slanghte:

LBut there

The sun. showed for a few instants throvgh the clouds and gaye

oers riding rearwards upon their ambling ponies.
they had suffered too severely in
Boers vanished in the scruly,

disclosing the long disordecly lines of
was no attempt at pursuit.  The British troops were too exhausted;

the protracted and terrible strogele of fifteen hours' duration. As the
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our men set about the arduous work of tending the hundreds of wonnded whao lay oot tpon the
plateaun, still exposed 1o the enemy’s long-range fire.

To the north of Ladysmith the Tovrs had  attacked Observation Hill and  Helpmakaar Fll
Against Helpmakaar Hill they made hittle more
than a demonstration, but at Observation Hill,
held by the Leicesters, Liverpools, and detach-
ments of the Devens and Rifle Brigade. there

was sharp fighting. A tremendous shell-ire was
directed by the enemy upon the British positions,

and about q a.n. the Boers endeavoured

O

charge home.  They reached a point only Aiteen

yards from the outermost British warks. but.

onee there, they could get no farther, and lost
at once their leader, Commandant Schutre, and
their courage, One by one they took to their
heels, and thongh they kept up a long-range fire
| day, the sitnation in this quarter

_apoen the hill a

caused no further anxiety.
Thius evervwhers victory was ours, bnt at R G A T L 2 R
- hitll diris

Diiinaged by

what a fearful cost | Fifteen officers and 164 men
vere killed: 33 officers and 287 men were wounded, and two men were missing,
Losses. o= & . i . ., !
a total of exactly 300 casuoalties Ihe I'mperiai Light Horse, the Devans,

the Gordons, the Manchesters, and the Rifle Drigade were the heaviest, sofferers: the Light Horse
weir men frors de coitbai—a sad and

in particolar had now almost all their officers and four-fifths of t
Jull splendid testimony to thew impugned valour: in
one company of the Gordons the commander at
the close of the battle was a lance-corporal. On
the Boer side the losses are unknown: British
estimites varied, at the time, from 1,000 to 2,000,
and were based on the fact that 133 Boer dead
were collected by the Dirttish troops on the top
of Cwmsar's Camp and Wagon Hill, and then
handed to thewr fnends for bpreial. Many dead
were seen in the bush upon which the 53rd Batteny
had plaved, but it is none the less probable that
the Doer loss did not altogether exceed, if it
reached.  1.000. Thr'}' themselves; with their
usudl mendacity in such matters, put it at four
killed and 15 wounded.  Such a statement, if true,
would have convicted the assaulting commandos
of Hagrant and despicable cowardice. This seems
to have occurred to their leaders, wherenpon they
expanded the list—on Janoary 10—to 54 killed
and ab wounded. which was certainly a gross
understatement.  Thetr repulse and the slaughter
of their best men cowed the commandos round
Ladyemith, and thenceforward they made no more

attempts to starm the town, but were content

with a mere blockade. Even the bombardment

= _— e, Bl
e by the Biograpk CW, WS therealter less severp.
' . GHAVE OF 5w G W. STELVENS On January 7 a solemn service of thanksgiv-
L Dictinl i fivan o o tubie Lol pletirss o the field ol butile, Iy . % - A
standing by i grave ing was held; eight days later, Mr. GoW. Steevens,
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the Daily Mail correspo I i i
I v Ml correspondent, ended his brief and brilliant caree He died of enteric i
? ) ] LG, AT Ty

I for the Empire adysmit il 3 |
o , ) . Empire at Ladysmith. The hand ol death was
now Indeed heavy upon the sarrisor

braver or more devatied life was sacrific
News of Buller's the town and Intombi Camp were erowded

second repulse. with sick and wounded, and as foo fwiled and riations were reduced ] i
s Vit Ie ecl, privation

began to send np the casnaltivs fri I2ease ' : '
I wlties from ilisease. For some days ren were supported

by ‘hope, the great consoler, in thei sufferings: they heard and

‘ . - L HL saw Lhy propress of the Batt]e
whicly the Army of Reliefl was hehting about Splon Kop. I3t -

10l _[:IIZI:H_\ a7 thi terrible truth
cnown s General Buller had been repulsed. The effect ;

was

f the mind upon the bodv was seen

m the immediate rise in the number of fever cases. Men dand horses siffer horriblv-" t
i - . [§) 1] B willte=s

S o S MO . 2l
Me, Nevinsot, « v It is Delieved that not 53000 men conld be got together, capable of narehi
five miles under arms. s prevalent are all diseases of the: bowels \s to luxuries, even th 1 "|h

: : . i o, € § it Cs i | L
are: smoking the used tea-leaves out of the breakfast kettle *They give vou a kind of | :

Jon Kop 64 mil

Lo B i |1 4 14 = v i I
they say.,” A message of thanks from I.ord KRoberts for the *heroic, splendid defenc i thi
garrison ' owas the only souree of satistaction Sah is the power of words that the commendation

made the hearts of all beat more proudly and led men once mote to think with hope of the rehel of

which they had already Dbegun to despair,
1oever-grawing suffering and fast swislling  lists

February passed. as  Janvary before it but wit

of deaths froul disease. [Food was runnine shorter and shorter; horsellesh and horse-extracl or

“oehevril T wete served out to the zarmison: men were wrétehed and depressad.

Privations and o v . S -

i # The lanehte said N Nevinson: “has gone out of the siege, or remans
sickness. [he laughter, M, Ne ) 15 f .I : Sk

only as bitter lanehter when the word * Rebel® 15 spoken, Ihe troops were

not only ill fed but rageed and miserably  clothed. On January 5t there were no loss than

s,145 officers and men in hospital with disease; in the streets of Ladvsmith wandered wodk-sneed,

ble soldiers begging for a morsel ta eat. The rations were cut down till they barely sufficed to

|.L:'.
£ hiscuit—and such  biscuit

meiatain lifes at their lowest they were 1 1b, of horszHesh, 3 oz :
tea, and a :||u_-|-.'n'|.! i

3 0z, of maize meal, an ouuce ol sugar, a lgw gouns ol pepper, salt, and
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vinetnr. But there is ne need to enlarge upon the record of sickness and suffering.  Suffice it to

anv that for the lust six weeks of the sioge the garrison sked out the most swretelied ‘existence, and

that when at last rvelief came; the picked two. companies of the picked battahion of the garsison coulil

not march a mile and a half.  That is sufficient proof of what these brave men endurecl.

of food antl losuries is shown by the fact that early in

e [ Il]l ST i'll\

Fehrunary bad tobaceo sold for gos. the pound; Afty bad cigars for 1308 ten

Gloarettes for 2ss ;. and egegs for 4s. each. To the poor privates with their

-

nand glles
£hv hadd broken through

ir to bave uodenaken this we are of o plun foe

with o viev

shilling a day such fis
were prohibitive, so thes
siffered and starved, bt

they did not \"'Zli]1].|:nl1.

| il i that

monotony and Py

t1on
passed  like  some  evil
nightmare. vet there was
nevera word of surrender,
All were deterimined to
k(:‘.'_l.- th flaer Ji_\.l'l_-_' tor the
last ; the Boers, if they
ever entered th Lo
should enter it over their

prostrate hodies.

On February 13 came
news that Lord Roberts
had entered the Free State and hoped to take the pressure off Ladysmith, and next duy heavy Ariog
began on the Tueela. It was konown that the Army of Reliel was once more
Supposed attempt to : o o ’ : : :

fload the town. attdcking ¢ the capture of Monte Cristo rafsed new hopes, rations were increased,

and the paval guns shelled more vigorously o mvsterions dam which the Boers were
building below Intomls) Camp, the object of which was, it was supposed, to drown Ladysirith  out.

On the 21st General Buller signalled “ \Will be in Ladvsmith to-morrow,” but he came not. Again
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rations were put down; arain the sloomiest depression set in, and even the Kaffirs began to de ot n
3 — el 1

hundreds. They thonght the fall of the town was at

hand, in which ease they preferred to be
found in the Boer lines,

On the 26th General Buller ]“']i"'--'.“'i’]"-'-[ that he ** was going strong, but the country was difficult

and progress slow,” also that Lord Roberts' army  had surrounded
Hote kestons, ("lrl‘hjl and held him at its mercy. “But Ladysmith
could scarcely believe pood news: Al the sl
the fierce and successful fight was seen raging at Pj ters, and in the
jlilluijgurm CITIE ll'[llli'. news ol (_-I":Iu_ii s surrender, Better ~[I| l‘I]-':"'
were some siegns, theoneh not very plain ones, of a Boer retreat,

Hope rose. but drapp d when 1n the eyening rations were cut down

iy the last

time, The stalf,
It was wlis-
pered, believerd
General Bul-

1ICT 5 SUCCESS

atter [l an

Night passed, and with day the signs of a Boer
trek had multiphed. Waggons by the hundred
The Boers trekking. Eaa lI_I‘“_;“I lines of horsemen
were fling disconsalately off

to: the north.  Owver the Bulwana Creusot a
tripod was rigged, and the Boers were evid ntly
removing the great gun which had so Jope
showered deatly upon Ladysmith. At once the
nava. guns awoke and poured shell upon (h
enenty. It was the heavy Dbooming of the
{'7's.atter days and days of silence due to want
ol ammunition, that Hrst told the town whit
was happening. Then about b p:m. suddenly
great cheering smote the air. Riding up the
village strect, two anid two.

Reliel accomplished.

were  strang horsemen.

There they were in real flesh and blood—tli
vanguard of the Army of Reliel. The clouds
had broken; the night was damp and miserable,
but the clements could not subdue the exulta

tion. which filled relievers andd relieved. The

sieop was over! Ladvsmith was free. In a

np, and  suffering, and death,

mesnent, hards !
were forgotien, and there remaing only
memory of a heroie deed, of a famous defence,

in which every man of the garrson was pr udd

to have plaved hig great or humble part, and
of which he would not have willingly been ] I T :
CAPTAIN THE HON HEDWORTH 1§ fBTON
<§r|nr|\|-|l, C : Nuvil Hriesde n Ladsamil |
IDiechonm, and v t i riredd il
Next day, with splendid energy, the gar- the Vgypuian War of (s aid was pressit st 1 :
: : Private Seer v divahe ] af {hie Adnir.]

rison made an effort to interrupt the Boer  Newasde in ow Ges
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retreat : a handful of infantry. two squadrons of eavalry and two batteries of artillery staggered out
along the Newcastle road. But the men could scarcely cmry their rifles and the horses dropped
completely exhansted.  The Boers had a strong rearguard. and against their force this debilitated
detachment could achieve nothing. That it ever made the endeavour is sufficient credit for officers
and men. But why General Buller gave It no assistance was and 15 still a curious puzze,  Two
pood brigades of cavalry only waited the word s it was never spoken, and the DBoers were allowed

to carry off their

stores and guns,
The moment
the road was open
immense quantities
of food and cloth-
ing were pushed up
for the relief of the
sufferers, and in
few hours plenty
reigned where want
had but lately pre-
vailed. ( I!I.:I'I‘El'il'._ill'
for the sick was
given  precedence,
and no time was
[ost  in  emptyimg
the ['S.I.tn'i' of all wha
{ -11;1-i ]'t' HIONC l

The invalids and

wounded were sent

down to the sea;

the rest of the gar-

eniue |
rison was digtrj; ~®hom/bo descrbod st hessupply of
buted among the healthiest camps to be found in Natzl, there to recover strength, So saturated
was the town with fever germs that immediately after its arrival, dn outbreak of enterie oecurred
m the Army of Relief.

From first to last the siege of Ladvsmith cost the garmison 1,640 men :—

Dhicel ot Prisancrs
Klled. Wounded.  and Missing? Taotal.
Casualties. in action e AR Gog 14 Hzy
Ciasualties through bumbardment . ol gt ek 0 265
Casualues: through disease 541 sS4l
TES L Iy 1By

while in all no less than 10,68% men were admitted to hospital.  The totals in hospital at various
dates llustrate the PTOSTESS of disease: on November Iy there wernt 374 patients i oon December 1,
65: on January T, 150G; on Febrnary 1, 2457, and on March 1, 1906, The
Losses. y . :

streneth of the earnison on the last date was nominally 10,104 officers and men,
but of these., as has leen seen, none were fit for work in the field. So carefully was the ammunition
husbanded that moest of the guns still had an ample supply left, thongh the 4'7's had only 42 rounds
out of 530 ; for each avatlable rifle no less than 540 cartridges remained.

[n the course of the bombardment the Boers are estimated to have fited 12,500 projectiles, many
of heavy calibre. such as 06 and as-1b., mto the town. It will be seen that it took 50 shells to inflict
one casualty upon the troops, and 375 or thereabouts to kill one man. A ereat mistake was made
by the enemy in not concentrating their fire wpon particular points or employing all their guns

simltancously. Their gunners seemed to fire at their funcy at any target which presented itsell,
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o
mn

and their guns were so scattered that
been in the Hands of a Frenc

mist

real combindtion was mnpassible,  Had  the
Lo German, or
have been far more serions: M.

Boer artillery
a British commander .

v the consequences to the garrison

expert, who here, as a

|_.'-ur:. the | rerch |'\‘IHI]J!.'i’I":.f :n:ll'l"ll_'||

SHE GRORGE WHITE'S ARRIVAL AT SOUTHAMPTON
(In White landed ar Southampron gmid secnes of preat rojoicing.  The sseld o 1l ty chos i
Lo b I ero 1l | ¥, sirefing i of e steaty ol lisgte, wins attieted on the qhiay i
el as 1 4 Wt nonnd fhe alilldeon on boand.  FHer Majesty selographed A
nind, o bihalF 6 the Mayor and Allorin : Nk o chet qis Hress ol wlcae Sielinomn Y i
el hog, 15 s f the pleigre s Colanel S ackot ionrer the cenr wooring hi s
lotliw \Vihtte and. the Recurder and othie officlals

LI|I_' }J:l:—\ililn[l-: for lh:_- |I(‘Il\'\' Frahiie s :"nl]|:| Elil['!i:"n fl'.t'\'n' |\|"c'1| l'l'-|1r11‘_.4iil|l' I.n;' the tactics ]-1|1:-|||_-:|,

Another disastrous error of the Boers lay in not repeating their assault of Januvary 6 early in February,
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They scem to have had good information of the miserable plight of the gartison. and their failure
to attack can only be ascribed to the fact that they had been thoreughly awed by the losses incurred
on January

Before the ]!.'l[!i W

deliverance o Lady-

sinith

The long agony s
not in vain. JLELBH
Vs

fendeney to regard Sir
(v White's action in
stanching o siege there
as i disast raus blunder.
But sith the wider
knowledae whicl after
eventshove given, it s
probable that another
view  will  altimately
prevail and be ac-
cepted Dy posterity ;
i fact. that his action
will be held o have
NAVAL 12 POUNDER A1 an been the best under

Witk 5 crew amd Its protectinp earthworksl. I CITCUTIStANICes, and

ta have saved South
Africa.  Errors in detail he andoubtedly committed ; with his rare nobility of spicit he was the first
to admat this, and his admission disarms eriticism, for there Is no soldier in history who has not

made such mistakes. But on the larger issues he was not at fault; he judged coolly and decided

wisely. His own words, returning thanks at a public dinner at Portsmouth, reveal the strength of
mand which carmied him: throvgh the 1o arduons davs of siege.

“1 knew,” he said, **that even 10000 gnllant men might be reduced to straits which they could
nat endure, and which a Con-
mander could not call upon
them to endure, from fumine,
and from great depletion of the
garrison ; but [ had seen thes
traops cross swords with the
Boers, and we khew that we
could hold out upon the de-
fensivie. I could not bring
mysell 1o believe that the Rnler
of the Universe, who had or-
dained the centuries to succeed
cach other, could. after the
dawit of the Twentieth Cen-
tury, hurl the loyal and pro-
gressive Colony of Natal back
into) the Seventeenth Century
ol darkness and bigotoy which
15 E‘l'|ll‘l".ﬂl'll|l'l'1 Ly Boer tule.
Nor did 1 believe that 1 had

before me so miserable a fate

: I e MARCH: OF T Wl GADE THROUGH DIIRBAN
as to be the lll‘iﬂt,’l]h‘\] HCLor T he Brigade wes mer and eseorted by thele comeades of the Fernbie,
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_ry

I a tragedy that
would  have ecansed
such homiliation o
my countrymien and
to that great Lady
whose long and a1 >_~'-
perous  relen Has
Ir-.,]i-l'l.! ]n'r LTI uf
Vietory, and who has
united the name of
England to Empi

I acknowledeinge
this high honour, let
me not  foreet the
honoured memory of
those who have fallen

i 1ts defence—those

Lo |I‘- [OEs, FHELIYY (O

BANQILTET D THE NAVAL BRIGADE OF THE » POWRHPIL® AT IRTSMOLTH [:'IH‘I I I\.'Illk'-ll Q. my
Moy [oripnuaee i thele eomrades of 1he A i ey Gl Lhie e vl lwd fomgnt it sl yEmith t Fr m; o 1 Ay
at Modder River, returned dirsit o Erglaotd feou the dcenes of thele lwvols Lo il were reeetved Both at Yopmonil fricnds present. Wil
s A Londen sty overwhioliming enthosibam

e Dburied in the
Qleander Cemetery at Ladysmith, or wha, having fallen from fever. lie buded on thie banks of the Intomibi
River; these died as thoroughly in the defence of their country as those who foremost fighting fell.”
His ecoorage, his patience, lus tenacity, his cheerfulness, and his faith sustdined the f{orce he
commanded through the most grievous trials which can fll to homan lot. He detained the best
of the Boer army about his division all through the critieal periot, when iF thrown agmnst the weak
British forces in Cape Colony, it might have swept them to the sea.  When others despaired he
never lost heart, and this though he suffered sorely himself from privation anpd (ll-lealth,  His men
believed in him, admited him, and were ready for every sacrifice. And he had the rare good fortune
to be served by subordinates such as Generals Hunter, lan Hamilton,

and Dartnell.  In British military  history the defence of Lady- |

smith will always remain an hononrable page,

PORTSMOUTH SALUTING THE WPOWERFUL® ON HER RETURN FROM AFRICA

NELSON'S “VICTORY " A
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Lhls tratistorense was effeeted) abont o BESINNING O oo0, Whet the number of prisoners was swollon by the ofhicers and men capouced noabe Decnmber

CHAPTER XXIIIL
HE MARCH ON BLOEMFONTEIN, AND OPENING OF THE RAILWAY TO THE SOUTH,

Stcond stage of Lord Roberts' campaign—Proclamation to inhabitants of the Free State—Preparations for the advance—

I'resumptuovs appeal o Lovd Salishury —Bogr  nspirations crushed —Condition  of  the  Hoer army—Posilions of
apposing  lorces—Plan of attack—RBoers escape from  enveloping movement—Isoluted envavements —My. Krmger m
flight —Lord Roberts smiling ae failure—Batdle trophics—Boers at Abriham's Kmal— Fuming movement—HBoer tactics
eHecta —]!1!‘.:11[1'}‘ i diffhiculties —35 lendid artille v hre—Inlintey ) pursuit—Maore infrctions of the nsages of war—

Casuplties—Advance contimued—The Boers helpless—Sunender of Bloemfontein—Huoisting the flag—Hall it Bloem-
fontein imperative—Conguering  heroes—Subjugation of Stormberg district—Repair of the Western railway—Saving
Bethulie bridge—Copununications restored,

ITH the capture of Cromje in the west, and the relief of Ladysmith i the east,

the first staee of Lard Roberts” can patgn may be said to hive ended.  The powerful

remforcements sent out from home, and the skilful stratesy
Second stage of Lord i

Roberts' campaign, @ ! commander-in-chiel had tumed the scale.  The British
Army was relieved from its © entanglements ™" at Ladysmith and

Kimberley; Maleking., 1t is true, wus still besicsed, but its warsison, as wis
known te the Brtish Staff; if not to the nation, could hald out till June. In
other ways the situation had changed greatly to our advantage: we were no longer on the defensive
I our own territary, but wer pursuing a vigorous offensive in the cotntry of the enemy. While of
the three main Boer armies one had ceased to exist, more and more British troops  Were arriving,
The Yeomanry, Volunteer Companies, Canadians, Australians, and the Fourth Cavalry Bricade were
beginnimg to land @ and at the end of March yet another regular division, the Eighth, under Sir L, Rundle,
reached the scene of action. Militia battalions were disembarking weekly. Thuos the forces at Lord
Roberts” disposal were, notwithstanding the losses of battle, constantly increasing, and at the same
time the enemy's capacity for resistance was diminishing. The reliel of Ladysmith set free a whole
division, the Tenth, which was placed under that brilliant officer, Sir A. Hunter, and transferred by
sea 1o the western field of war. Lt ineluded Barton's splendid Fusilier Brigade, Hart's famous [rishmen,
with the exchange of the 2nd Somersets for the shattered Inniskillings, and three of the Natal
ield  Batteries —the 63rd, 64th, and 73rd. It was not, howeyer, ready to take part In operations in
the Free State before April.
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Fe. 20-Maxen 5, 1900, 7/e Boer Presidents' Absurd Demands.

After the capture of Cronje, Lord 1

3 I . H
\oberts gave his troops a wel
and supplies for the advance to

) l-carned rest, while the trinsport
Bloemfontein were preparing.  He had already issued a proclamation
Proclamation to (0 the people of the Free State, recalling the fact that their awn misdecds had
inhabitants of the  bLrought about the invasion of theic territory, but promising that the persons d

Free State. - : ’ : : s 3 s
property of those who desisted from farther

hostilities should in no wise suffer,
Requisitions  were to complied

with, but the full value of everything

taken would be paid. r
The interval of inactivity for his

army, Lord Roberts filled up by

paying, 1n  company with Lord

Kitehener, a visit to Kimberley. wher
hewas received with wild enthosiasm,
On March 2, after despatching Lord
Kitchener to Prieska, in Capi Calony,
some miles to the west of the Cape
to Kimberley rallway, to suppress a
troublesome little jnsurrection which

had broken ot

Preparations far the fhate A ek
advance. 1ErE; Artd which

m some degree

menaced th .-a:lla.:l)' of the lines of

communication, he returned to Os- SPORTS IN CELEDHATION OUF THE CAFTURE OF CRONIE: STARTING A

fontain, a farm a little to the south s

of Koodoesrand Drift, where his headquarters had been established since Cronje’s surrender.  On
the Boer side this interval of inaction passed in melan holy reflections and attempts to gain time by
peace negoilations.  After a conference at Bloemfontein, the Boer Presidents. Stevn and Kruger, on

March 5, forwarded a telegraphic appeal to Lord Sulisbury.  Thev were, it
Presumptuous appeal

to Lord Salisbury appeared, deeply impressed by “the blood and tears™ of thousands who were

suffering  through the war: they solemnly  declared  that they had invaded
(and annexed) British territory as a defensive measure, and they required only the * incontestable
independence as sovereign international states ™ of both Republics; and an indemnity for the rebels
who had joined them. It is impossible to say whether this preposterons effusion was really meant
to: secure peage, or only to strengthen the hands of the pro-Boers in England and on the Continent.

¥

Virtpally it requested the British Empire,

after twao areat \il‘{n:‘it'ﬁ and lIJIr.' SUeC-
cesslul mvasion of Boer tererit wy, o far-
et the Boer insults of the past six
manths, and to replace the republics
In a stronger position than ever, since
the Transvaal had never been

sovereign international  state.” Laord

Salisbury's reply was

Boer aspirations
erushed.

a recital of the Boer
acts of wanton ag-
gression. coneluding with flat  refusa
to recognise the independence of cither
the Free State or the Transvaal. Thus
any hopes the Boers may have enter-

tained of another 1881 settlement were

rodelv dissipated. Discontent and disorea-

pisation were manifesting themselves in the

VISITORS TO CAMP: DUTCH LOYALISTS BRINGING PRESENTS TO SULEBLIERS,
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burgher ranks, and notwithstanding the eager harangues of  Mr. Kruger, the farmis  Olled  swvita
deserters, who had had quite enough of the war. To meet Lord Roeberts. a fresh army had been

assembled under General Chrstian De Wet, on the banks of the Modder, 1t was nominally seven

to ten thousand men strong, made op of commandos [rom Natal, Colesberg, and  the  southern
frontier; and of the last available burghers called out from the Transvaal and the Free State. To
jain 1t, journeyed Presidents Kroger and Steyn, but they must have been dis-
Condition of the > .
Boer army.

maved by the spirit which thev found prevailing ameng its men.  These awere
demoralised by the news of Paardeberg, and were in no mood for hard nehting.

In fact, the last great battle of the war had been fought, and the Bocrs, though hereafter they

showed great aptitude for eutting off and overwhelming small detachments, never again obtained i

success agamst any body of British troops as large as a Lrgade. "
[Lord Roberts” army of three infantry divisions (the Sixth. Seventh, and Ninth) and one cavalry
division, had been strenethened by the Guards' Brigade from Kimberley and by draflts from the base at
! _ Capetown. General French with the cavaley was encamped at Bank's Drift, vast
?Daitionrsur-?:i;:pposmg of Paardeberg, and scoured the country on the British Hanks; General Colvile's
Ninth Division was in quacters north of the Modder and to the east of the

entrenchments once held by Cronje, with General Tucker’s Seventh Division encamped opposite it on
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the south bank, and General Kelly-Kenny's Sisth Division and General Pole-Carew's Guards' Brigade
round Oslontein. A sereen of mounted infhmtey beld o line of kopjes. in advance of the British
camps and prevented the epemy from obtwining knowledee of Lord Roberts: movements and dis-

positions,  The Boer he adquarters were at Poplar Grove, about fifteen mileés from Qsfontein. To the
north, the right of the cnemy’s position rested upon 2 high flat-topped hill, north of the Modder: sauth
ol I]lill Strear vana l'l g (] ;\t-p]-'- al l'i'.'l'.i Z_]I'__'[l'.Ll 10 1]'|l,' l_i;|'1_-(;[l,1n i.ll. il].'." I::'!I]hlf advance. Thv-'(-

i = were ocenpled and formidalily
ﬂl entrenched : Krupp fizld-guns
| 1 51 13 > 11 X
and * Pom-Poms were placed
m :-T]'lill‘_’ !'.[L'Il"‘-‘\‘.llll-..-'. .'Il:'.l i': L=
borate  wire  e¢ntanglements
were constructed by the epemy
L to hamper the movements of

the British cavalry and guons.
The piatal front was dabout
[ourtecn miles. The weakness
of the position was that it
was quite open on either flank
and could be turned with ease
by the British cavalry—a fuct
which did nat escape Lord

Roberts when on March 6 he

made  his :iir!un.-i!i:li]n for a
battle onw the following day.
It was anticipated that the
mest  strenuous resistance
would be encountered, as thoze
who had examined the Boer
POSILION Were much impressed
'-I_\ It= Ippearance, wihile the
enemy s loree was far stronger
than at Paardeberg,

The cavalry, under cover
of the tight of the 6ih, moved

round behind
Plan of attack.

the Birtish
army from the left to the right,
with instructions to make a
wide sweep, turning the Boer
left, and to come in upon the
enemy’s rear nest day, pre-
cluding escape. The Nimth

Divisicn was to push forward

aone the north bank of the

A DOER HOESE-THAF,

Hatboed-wite entangloments undor water Modder: one l;l-i_L::LLlL of the

- ‘ x 9 y . St | ivtk
Seventh, and the Guards in the eentre, were Lo wateh the Boer centre, while to the south the Sixth

Division drove in the Boer left. The British front exceeded twenty miles. The plans were admrable,
and, if executed to the etter, a second or even more decisive Paardeberg must Iiave been the result.
But in war, as in life, practical difficulties and mistakes are the rule rather than the exception, and on
Everything depended upon the cavalry, but the cavalry,

this occasion the whoele scheme miscarried. 3
Kimberley and Paardeberg,

with horses worn out by halfrations and the hard work of the nde to
and meeting with more opposition than had been anticipated, failed for once to come up to time.
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Before daybreak of March 7 the British army was advancing m splendid arvav. A little soutl of
the Modder the naval 47’ had moyed out, in readiness to shell the Boer centre with their deadly
lr|<‘|L'atj]t-'.~: {from |1i':ltf{1ilzll'[£.'['-i tield Il']t:;ﬂllphb trailed away o the left and "i_i!]"|‘ 1”?1“'3-”““’,'-.' thuch

between the different divisions on the enormous front. and enabling the Commander-in-Chiel to handle

his army as thoueh it had been bat a brigade. In the bed of the Modder the balloon waited to make

ite ascent. [nst before b a.m. the first shot was fired by ane of the 4-7's and the action began. But it
was ;l|.’|'.n|_\'-|"u probable that the enveloping movement which had been intended waonld fail.  General
French’s Division, instead of being by daylight well round the Doer left Hank, was only just
approaching it; mstead of execating a wide sweep. it had kept much too close to the Sixth Division.
The general had with him Major Burnham, the well-known American scont, and, perhaps remembering
rv:'l;|‘|=| incidents at Colesherg, he had judged it wisest to avoid the risk of stumbling upon the encmy
in the dark. That there was sound reasou for his action his whole conduet in the war, before and

after this affair, would amply prove. He knew the Boers, and was admired and feared by them,

becanse, as they said, * he fights us 1 our own way.!’ Still, if the ENEey would only stand and give
battle, time mizght be gained for the cavalry to complete the envelopment even now.
Boers escape from

. ’ 4 U A 5 v W Wy s ey SO0 answered in
enveloping movement, But the guestion whether the enemv wonld stand was all too ) v

the necative.  The Baers were in no mood ta be caught in any of Lord Roberts’

traps; with Paardeberg fresh in thelr minds: they only waited till the last safe moment, and thes,
they ‘*cleared.”

St wide was the field that it s hard to deseribe the action. Like most of the battles of the

war, it was a series of detached combats. On the Pritish right General Colvile slowly pushed forward,

amid worked round the tablestopned hill withoot [rontally assathine ¢ There
Isolated engagements. I : P : J i

wis a ‘eat deal of noise. but very few were hurt on either s, In the centre
T|'||' ]}'u s made no ;|_'I.|1|||1 1o i[r]l\'l'] a eounter-attaclk. \‘.];ir'|, I Ii'u- 1||vi1!l<-:1 n‘.' fagatatal illl'_; Gy Iilt!}'

might have done with suceess: on the left the Sisth Division tramped, and tramped, and tramped,
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changing direction time  after time, but borming  little powder: while the cavalry on the extreme
flank came under a sharp artillery fire and lost & few men, a shell bursting close to General French
hiself.  The moment the cavalry were well round the Boer left, the Boers bolted with the utmost
precipitation, notwithstanding the tearful entreaties of President Kruger and the sjambok of President
Stevn. It was just as well for the burghers that they refused to listen to the appeals of their

Mr. Keuger in flight. Presidents ;. had they waited, the only pl.l.‘-ltli‘}]t.' 1‘|--'._|i[ would have been complete
disaster. At last a shrapnel from the British actillery cut short Mr. Kroger's
harangues and objurgations. He scuttleid

mito his carmage. and drove hastily off |l LT ﬁ
ﬁ

to  Bloemfontein, leaving his followers |

ty themselves, The zuns and most of |
the baggage were got away under cover
of a brave and skilful stand by a small
rearguard of Johannesburg police.  About
o a.m. the Beers were everywhere in
flight, and the botched battle was over.
LLord Roberts receved the l[ailure of his
plans  with the serene coolness of =
general who Knows what war 1s. * Those
all too ready with censure,” wrote Mr.
Battershy, a correspondent with his army,
‘shonld have been here to witness how
the great little man who leads nus took
the upset of his conception. and  the

vamshing of a4 battle
Lord Roberts smiling

at failure. which might have
left the Free State

at his feet. He stood there with the

quict smile on his face, when mam

anothier man would have been mad with GENERAL-HECTOR MACDONALD AT FOPLAR GROVE
Geenoral Macdonold, who wa volind In the foor ¢ g0e) watehed fram
Anger, I‘-“"“"HI_!_ well where the blame a hilgh Xope the advanc rigade {er Colonel Haghes [allutt,
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should be laid, but speaking not a word of it as he twisted his moustache.

| "In war you can't expect
everything to come out right,” was all he had to sav about the blunde

E : : r, and in the strength of that
smiling silence les the greatness which we revere.”

Among the trophies were a Krupp feld-gun, abandoned by the enemy, a small camp. probably
that of the Boer rearguard, in which food was found ready prepared, and, it was claimed by the
Not only these, but two of the foreien attachés

vith the Boers fell into British hands. Thev were Colanel Gourkho, the Russian
attaché, and Lieatenant Thoemson, representing Holland.

Butile Eroplice. cavalry, Mr. Kruger's silk hat.
Their waggon came under 4 heavy shell
fire from: both armies ; the horses took fright, and a wheel was lost. Naturally the Boers wrnz;li.l not
stop ta help these foreigners. The two attachés demanded. as of right, 1o -lu_- at once sent back
tirough the lines to the Bowr army, d

request which was unreasonable, and with =

which Lord Roberts was unable to comply.

He sent them down to Capetown, wherc
they made their way back by Delagoa Bay,
The British casualtics were four killed,
forty-nine wounded, and one missing; tha

Boer losses were probably sligatly larger.

MRE: KRUGER'S STATE CARRIAGE AND POLICE ESCORI

The enemy were finelly rallied, thongh not without diffcolty, at Abraham’s Kraal, fifteen rles
farther to the east.  Here was the strongest position on the road to Bloemfontein, and here rongh

works had already been prepared. The key to it was a cluster of Kkopjes seven
Boers at Abraham's

Kinal miles to the south, round the farm of Driefontein.  These kopjes were in shiape

like a W, but they had the usual defeet of positions in the Free State—from the
Boer point of view—that they lay in the plain, and could be turned by cavalry on the south. To 1]|u.
norih some small and awkward kopjes linked them with Abraham’s Kraal.

Lord Roberts’ dispositions, as usnal, were daring and skilful, but as at Poplar Grove, and for
much the same reason, they failed to secure o complete success.  The cavalry were divided up
. between the three infantry divisions, a brigade to c¢ach. The advance was to
S be made in three columns: on the left, following the course of the Modder, General
French was to march, slightly ahead of the other colmmns, past Abraham’s Kraal, with the Sixth
Division, the First Cavalry Brigade, and a regiment of mounted infantry. In the centre, pissing round
the south of Driefontein. Lot Roberts, with the Ninth Division, the Guards, two regiments of mounted
infantry, the Second Cayalry Brigade, and the heavy artillery, was to advanee, The track to be

follosved by his men was one which the Boers had never expected to see used by a British army ;
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from lack of water it could only be traversed in rainy weather, and was shown in few of the maps:
) !

it had the great advantage of turning the Boer position. In case. however, the enemy prolonged
their line to the south, General Tucker. with the Seventh Division. the Third Cavalry Brigade. and
one regiment of mounted infantry, was to march due south to the willage of Petrusberg, and then to

press wlong the mmin Bloemfontein road to Drickop, which would bring him well to the rear of the

Boers. He enconntered no serious r'1|l[nu:5i[lull. and l"i.l\lll o ;?:LJ'[ L‘_\L'{]I[' an mdirect one in the
action which fellowed.
Late on March g the three colimns were put in motion, and on the 1oth the advance continued,
But almost at once the left column under General French found that the awkward-looking kopjes, of
. which mention has already been miade, nedr Abraham’s Kraal, barred its wav,
Boer tactics effectual. _— : - . 3
and that these were held by the epemy in some force. The total strength of the
this battle, it should be said, wis placed by British authorities at 16,000, thoush the Boers

more than 8S.000. Probably the truth lies between the two fieures.

Boers m
themselves estimated it at no

i fler g 38

and Kibed or wounnded whirvysfive of them,

As his orders were not to make any frontal attacks, to avoid seripus detention by the enemy. and
to keep touch with Tord Roberts, General Trench, instead of fighting his way through—a course
which wounld have placed him on the enemy’s line of retreat, and which in all probability would not
bave cost more in blood than the attack upon Dricfontein to which he was ultimately forced—turned
southwards, passIng along the base of the Boer k:l[{it‘r, He left the znd l)r:i;,_:r.mns with the monnted
infantry to keep the Boers busy at Abraham’s Kraal—a work which they skilfully performed. His
deflection from the more direct road complicated matters, as it brought his division direetly in the ling
of Lord Roberts’ ¢olumn, which in turn had to edge southwards.

As General French was advancing southwards near Driefontein the Boers opened upon his Hank
4 sharp artillery fire from the uppermost angle of their \A/-shaped series of kopjes. They seemed t
have at least four Krupps and a * Pom-Pom " in action, and the men of the Staats Artillery, in khaki
aniforms, could at times be made out working one of the weapons. Five British batteries replied and

shelled the kopjes and the Boer guns: but though our weapons were six to one they could not silence
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the Boer hre, The 1st Cavalry Brigade, wenk though it was in

_ | . numbers, and growing daily and
hourly weaker from its losses in horses, after considerable ;

hoj delay to permit of the approach of the
infantry, who were some hours behind, endeavoured to work romrd  to the Boer left fank, As it
- i e i L

i . | position it received some very unpleasant attentions from one
of the Krupps and from a * Pon-Pom.” The shells

pushed along the front of the enemy's

burst all amoeng the horsemen. and vet. strange

) nun [he farther the cavalry advanced, the farther the Boer lines extended.
They appeared quite interminable, and

to say, onlv one man was hit.

b was scarcely surprising that the risk of stringing out six or seven

hnndred cavalvymen along

such o protracted  front,
with no effective support -
at handd, at last compelled
General French tn sps-
pend  his  turning  move-
mernt long  before  the
right arm of the W had
been raunded. He deter-
mingd  ta occupy  the
CHEMY & attention by
skirmishinge until the in-
fantry of the Sixth Division
should arrive, and until
the Ninth Division came
into line wpon his right.
After three hours of de-

sultory  frine  and  slow

advance.  however, the
21l :':n-:lir_\- l'irI:_[:'lcit'. at-
tached to Lord Roberts!

columin, came up, and the

two brigades of cavalrs
were: at last able to reach
a low kopje an the Boes
left.  Endeayouring  to
puzh home the small sue-
cess, and 1o get in upon
|]||‘ ]:||1-|' Teir, (_;:‘Ill‘]":l]

French was checked by a

Kenpp which  apened 2 T O et Dias i
LIEUT..GE AL CHARLES

He was -borm In 1838, In. Pevon, and In ' 18
ment); Captals, 56 Major, t 1dent.-k
r Expeditlon of 18653
uinst Sekukunk dn 1878, the Bo
t Lawer an he ted -his
# ! nd, and in the acton av L lone
OV ET T}|I' I!\'.‘H!-i () LIJ" men. Présidency, untll he left for South Afries
locul rank of Lieut.Ceneral, in Docember, 1899

sharp fhre, using smoke-

loined the

lonel

producing  powder  and

bursting its shrapnel just

=gulll Afrles ©

Efforts were muade  to

silence this piece, but with no great result. First, ' Horse Artillery Battery engaged if, then a second
British Battery began to Gre upon it ; vet it continied defiantly to reply. * There was.” sayvs Mr. Bennet
Burleigh, ** a distinct feeling at the divisional headquarters that our guns fired mdifferently, and were
so slow in changing direction and getting ranges that hundreds of Boers and waggons escaped that
‘ . P to ifs rear,

should have been smartly * slated. Gradually Kitchener's Horse worked round the Kru
I]ll-.l[i'TIirI_.‘_:’ its Felreat. The Boers were seen to Dbe Ill:.‘—'_\' about it, Imbering up and preparing  to
retire. and when this was noted the toth Hussars and the 12th Lancers were sent to cut it off as the

But the mounted infantry arrived just four minuates too. ldte:

mounted infantry rushed the i
the horses of the cavalry were weary and in bad condition, and though the Hussars got near the
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gun their beasts were in no condition to charge the small escort of Boers. The enemy's men
dismounted, and opened so sharp o magazine fire that th pursuit svas checked. The Boer tacti
were admirable, and nothing could exceed the coolness and determination of the litte foree that

thus held at bav a British regiment. The Hussars had drawn ahead of the Lancers, so that on

RUSSIAN AMBULANCE BATVLE-CART WITH THE BOERS

their part they had no support at hand. They dismounted and exchanged fire with the enemy, Lot
they could not capture the gun, and as darkness was now coming on had to retire with a loss of
SIX Tnen.,

Meantime, farther to the British left o fierce and unexpected imfantry fight wis raging, The Boers

on the inner angle of the \WW gave no sign of life, and it was generally thonght that thev had retreated.

Fitasitny A d{tan tax \bout 1.30 pu the Sixth Division appeared upon the field and was orderod to

oceupy what, it was supposed, was the abandoned line of kopjes. Geperal Kellv-Kenny
with his staff rode forward to reconnsitre. when there canie i rudi SUTprise. A terrific fire was on
a sudden directed upon the little group of officers and upon the two bricades of infantey advine (112
in close order behind them. Bullets came from font and Aanks. and so hot was the fire that it seemed
amazing anyone should be left alive. The position was awkward, if net dangerous. Here, exinetly as
at Paardeberg. the dizision  found
} : \\\ '\ = itself in battle Deflore proper deplos-

i T ment  could  talke ]ni.l-";'. ind  was

advanee 10

Map showing 1

Alarch

ONSal 82 & pagrndam

N Pos

£t of That das i compelled to advance and deliver a
+

Faplar@eon

[rontal attack. notwithstanding Lo

Roberts’ EXPIESs orders to the con
trary. Retreat would hayve been cven
more dangerous than a continuanee
of the advance. At the head of the
twa  British brirades were the IRast
Kents and the rst We

1. who hoth

suffered severe loss Defore they could
open cut and bewsin the attack.  The
situation was complicated by the faot
that the men were marching lieht with
only ifty ronnds of ammunition apieee,

There was ne time to fill the pouches

from the wageons: the division had

[From the sketehomap supptied by Mr. Buttershy to tha * Marning Possn tO “j_;]]l Hs ”. stood. { ]}JI i0sed to LII‘.'

FLAN OF THE BATTLE OF DRIEFONTEIN. British anfantry was the very pick of
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the Boer army—indeed. the only  disciplined body of men whieh it contained—in the [ohannesbire

Police and the Preteria commande. wha wore untforms and alwavs distinenishod themsalves by theh

courage.  The Boers, too, had good cover in the shape of schanzes and in the usual, inevitable honlders

The artillery of the division at onee opened a heavy—and as it proved afterwards. an -_-i'l:-r-il;\:'
lire upon the Bopr position, while the Wlsh Regiment apened out upon the left and the East Kents
upan the right. Graduoally the Yorkshires prolanged the right of the Tine, and the Essex v
Gloneester

Splendid artillery fire.
Remmments [T

gave further support. ** In tlhe

long  semi-circuiar skirmishing
line.™ savs M Filson Youne,
a correspondent with the armv.
“strong ke o givdle round thi
hillside, a man suddenly turned
.ll'l![ I |)-'|{:|{“‘,’:'.’".J\ ‘-‘\1! ll'II:'-'

dozen paces, anid then turmbled,

rolling over and over like a sho
rabbit. . . The ground

becoming dotted with writhing
and mationless forms 1t was

horrible sight.”” The conduct
of all was magnihcent: U andl
T Batteries of Horse Artillery
and  the zbth  Field Battery
especially  distinguished  the.

selves, their gunners workin,

the guns most steadily undei
terrible ritfle and “ Pom-Pam ™
hre. The Boer © Pomi-Pom.”

indeed, struck two men of the

T Battery just as it was coming
into  aetion, while there wen
several of the narrowest escapes,
vet the verv gun at which the
men were killed was hring inside
twa minntes from the moment ol
unhmbering, and the gunners
carried the ammunizion piast the
bodies of therr dead comrades
as coolly as if nothing had hap-
peneds (Of the intantry. the
[Last Kents suffered most at this

Juneture, as the eround which

they had to cover was bare and S7o=rmrn ' e e
devaid of shelter. It was a FHE ESSEX MEN CLEARING A KUPJE AT DRIEFONTEIN
beast of a time,” said one man ;
“ave crawled half the sway with anly that lone grass an {ront of uvs, thick with streaks of lead. Wi
hadn’t seen a man nor the Aash of a rnfle.”

The East Kent, Welsh, Essex, and Yorkshire regiments, though pelted by explosive and other

hullets, cained the erest of the Boer line of kopjes by a series of daring rushes

the last cheering and with bavonets fixed. Evening was falling. and from th
Many of the officers were down ;

Infantry in pursuit,

rear Lord Roberts witnessed their splendid and spinted adyance.
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the Welsh and [East Kents being the harvdest hit in this direction, but the colour-sergeants carried the
men forward.  The Boers did not wait.  They fell precipitately back, their retreat covered by a rear
cunard, which, at short range, poured in a storm of bullets upon the pursning infantryv.  The wld

-:'ir-_'_j:’.l.'r'l-ill \\]I‘:II‘-”.I-( trck wias re-enacted umder Lard Boberts' ovn |\'_'|;-r-r'-,'_l;i||]|
Mare infractions of

the usages of war when the Welsh were charging. A party of Boers dropped their rifles and held

up white fags, wherenpon several officers and privates advanced 1o dceept their
surrender.  Without more ado, thev, or men close at hand. fired a volley, brineine all the British

who had thus exposed themse lves

to the ground.  Sneh indignation
did this meident canse that after
the battle LLord Ruoberts tele
“oraphed. remonstrating i the
strongest terms with the Boer
Presidents and warning them that,
il such an mfraction of the cus-

toms of war oceurred agmn, e

waould be compelled to order his
OO Ps- L disrecard altogether the
He complained, too,
amd with good measen, o the
murderous  explosive buollets em-

plaved by the Boers.
As darkness camme down. the
serried mass of anfantey of the
Ninth Division

arrived and

Casualties.

the enemy took to Hight, rétiring
iy o north-casterly direction. T
attle was over, Onee more the
Sixth Division had distinenishecd
itself by its marching and fighting,
for the action followed directly

wpon bard march of six hours

under the Dburnine =san. The
heaviest loss was suffered by the
Welsh regiment, which had 130
officerzand men killed or wonnded,
nd this ont of a total strength
not exceeding 300,  Licut.-Colonel
Colfard, whe had replaced Calonel

Banheld, wounded at Paardeberg,

was  wonnded : Captain Lomax

W

as killed, and five licutenants

nrieon al o work in the feld after a battle

wounded. The battalion had now

Il--¢|. |]' iTh held r-.‘.|.|||_'-. T|.'-:‘ :'_i[]]'.l:ll]!. {Jl:l_l il:_j]]t ]il'llll"l'_lljl--: r-.[||-_ A ¥ ol m Its ]||-[|.:\' |'|;'|.1 1l tu':‘-‘l\

harder hit. Next in order of losses came the East Kent, ssex, and Glovcester battalions.  The total
muthber of British casnalties was q26—killed 2y, wonnded jyoo, and missing 2.
When the Boer position was examined next div, ro2—some say 1z7—af the enemy’s dead were

discover esyle Tovres 1 . 1 - = i } 2
liscovered, besides @ large number of dead horses. The Boer losses must therelore have been heavy,

though. as most of the bodies found had been struck by shrapnel, it s probable that the proportion
of killed was unusually high. A number of Boer wounded were found in the field and carefully tended

by the Brtish ambulances, but the ereat majority of the mured, as was the Boer custom, had been



- o 37 ST 8 / = =
_\I\l\'t'” LE—=T"1', 1 Q00 //‘/c‘ !{ “r_'ti {)/){;z, ’;{) /;’/I‘_-J{,'.";",)/_-"?/{’/{'{f‘}__ :+l
removed before the retreat, About 2o PTISOIErS  wers captured, most of them by the Welshmen. Thev
stated that the Boer force was composed of men withdrawn from before Ladvemith and from ('..]---I-r-r\:_
With their usual firontery the Boer new spapers pretended that their losses were only = Kiled and

18 wounded, and represented the battle as a brilliant success tor the Federal arms. DBy this time. however

most men 1 the Republics must have begun to eness the truth.

L
The night of the battle was spent by the Sixth and Ninth Divisions at Driefontein. while i

oivonacked at Dricpan, Next day the advance was resumed. The two divisions did not again part

compaty, but, cufting abse lutely loose from all the

with them in the waggon train only the barest e cessaries, marched along the

i ‘G com lentinns 1 LR
Advance continued. it nmunications, and taking

central of the three Bloemfoatein roads, leaving the left-hand road, along the course of the Modder.

e be hed except by Boers: The enemy’s force savi no more fro ible ; it had evidently had enoneh of

Much Kindn wik shown by the ladies to the wounded ar the diferent statio

fichting for the time, and was now retiring hastily i the direction of Brandtort, having been leflected

: . ’ g AL | T I e 4o His date, to
from  Bloemfontein. * What can we poor Boers do sald Fresident Kkruger, about this date

Captain Allum, the Norwegian attaché. * The English have 100,000 soldiers at one place, 40,000 at
i | = I b r streng 2 |z emalned t the
another, and 30,000 at a third.’ Though he exageerated our strength, the fact remained that the
- . it was made i - lefend the strong positicn

Boer plight was desperate, and no attempt was made on their part to delent g

i i I There was soume - insienific skipmishing between the scouts and
vhich existed at Aasvogel Kop. There was some -insignificant skirmishing

flanking detachments on either side, and from time to time small bodies of Boers were

. " At » of kopies commanding
of Aasvogel Kop, the army bivonacked at Doornboom, face to face with a line of kopj R
rect - and manned with burghers

seen., Last

the direct Bloemfentein road, which were reported to have been entrenched

brought down by rail from the north.
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On March 12, when the army once more put dtself in motion. the Doers were seenoin considerable

strength. \n nrtempt to force a passagre must necessarilyv hawvi ost the army dear, But Lord

Roberts was coual to the censien, Swinginge fl his forees to the right, Iy
Eay Roert heplie marched them ~'-'-.!1|:\\ rds aloneg the front of the Boes position. bhut well out of
rance, to VMenter's Vien, where, pext morming, he effected his qunction avitly the vapennnd of General
Fuacker's: eolnmn.  The Boers were nble to do nothing, and they must have raced as the zo-mile Line
of waggons and transport passed under their noses. Meantime, the cavaley division had been
reassembied under General French awith orders lor one Lricade te halt durine the nieht at Weltevrede,

keeping touch ox the

e hand  with the
infantry  divisions ol
Venter's Vien, and on
| the other with the tawao
remaining cavalry Lri-
vades, which were (o

reach Leeuwbere, a

herrht I'lf':llll‘li.'i;li"[_'-.' {5
the south of Bloem-
funtern. by the evening
of the 12th, and to
break the railway soath
of Bloembatein., This

fully exe-

flying like

tnd abandoning thieir camp; President Stevn's brotlier
was made a prisoner on his farm, the railwav was eut.
and the Horse Batreries were placed in position to

shell Bloemfontein.  During the night a most daring ~

DENT STEYN'S BROTEET

exploit was successfully performed by Major Hunter- BB
= =) = ) y § ) w sograply re M, Steyn whth bs il daushter by the
Weston, of the Engincers, with a small party of “soep ik wro that General Feeneh soynid on Mareh 1

el e 4 that Lesd Keberts broaklisted on the following moraing

picked men. He rede round the Boer lines to th

north of Bloemfontein, and blew up a culvert on  the railway at dawn of the i3th, completely
isolating the Free State capital, General Joubert, with a force of Transvaalers, was thus prevented
from arriving in time to help the T'ree Staters.

Meantime, utter panic and confusion prevailed in Bleemfontein. General French had als ady sent

in to demand its surrender under threat of bombardment. Mr. Stevn pleaded eagerly with the citizens

nsvaal, but his entreaties fell upon

for a di sperdte resistance, and promised assistance from the Tra
deaf ears. Bloemfontein was an open town with no means of resisting o) replving to the fire of

the 120 guns which Leord Roberts could specdily bring to bear upon it. This was pointed out, and
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inally the defeated President, about 630 pan., fed hurriedly northwards, announcing that hence-
ferward Kroonstad must be considered the capital of the Free State.

With daybreak of the 13th, while the 1st Cavalry Brigzade held the ground to the south of the
toswn, the 2nd pushed castwards with instructions to stop any trains attempting to leave, as it was not

vet knawn that
SBurrender of the litie to th :
Bloemfontein. ' 1 *&\
north  was out, . ~

The batteries of the st Bri-
pade were already 1o action,
but 1t was not many minnles
before  messengers  armived
from the town with the news
that all resist-
ancehad censed,
and  that  thy
place SUTTE -
e.I-.'I't't!.

Mean time,
from  Venter's
Viei the Sixth
and Seventh
Divisions, fol-
lowed later I'_\
the Ninth, set
out in majestic
Progress tocoin-
|1|L,'ll' the last
stage ol ther
eventful march.
The men were
warn witlh hard
work and short
raflons, yet as
thev realised
that the pgoal
was already in
S, Hew Ai-
golr marked
their movye-
ments, The un-
ending column,
velled in dense
clouds of dust
headed sauth,

J. Finnenrore, K0, R840 e

and at DBrand

Dam found the Fhe weary marching of tlie Highland Brigado on March 1
cavalry in pos- : LK A
e i . ; S 3 ; o ose A Eisaeeltion for the Boers,
session of that point. Resistance had been anticipals d here, as there was a fair position & | Roberts'
i . ! - § by vt : AS Ol IXDOELLS

but now 1t was clear that no farthet 1|_gl|'[|l!r__: wits to be X IR ted bielor Blogmiontein. \s |

f ise g | i ont 3 iowd by those approaching from
staff breasted a steep rise from which the first view of Bloemiontein 15 obtained by tiios ]. p1 = s
vimake the formal survender.  Then [Lorc

the south, a deputation from the municipal authorities came out : o
aides-de-camp, his

Roberts, at the liead of his army, rode forward. RBehind him came hig secretary, his
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Chaprtown
of whieh
mditiones.

subordinate generals, and the foreign attacheés: and after them again cavalry and guns, and more cavalry
and guns. T hi _'-'||il.".|.i|'u:-r'|_% and batteries were in their fghting dress: colour was \'\-!“lill,i' to relieve the
dinev hue of the stained and torn khaki, vet all who looked upon the men were moved by their

magnificent appearance.  Browned and tarned by the sun, they were i the very pink of physical condition

—lean and lithe and hardy, worthy representatives of the nation whose honour they had so well sustamed.
On his entry into the capital the British Commander-in-Chief was received with cheers, and it was noted
with some surprise that the population of the town seemed English by race and English in sympathy.
\s he passed the Artillery Barracks, Lord Roberts’ quick eve noticed a band of Kaffirs looting the
place: at once he signed to his aides-de-camp, and the dukes and lords wha formed lis retinue
fell to arresting the culprits, [hen the silken flag which Lady Reberts had prepared was hoisted
S, upon the staff in front of the President’s official residence, wlile the troops and
Hoisting the flag. T i N : ; ) ]

peeple sang U God Save the Ulneen. Simultaneousiy Unton _|:u|_\' hal .";M.u-.-“:u-:l

as if by ma:

e in all guarters. A police to protect the inhabitants was organised without a moment's

delay, and there was not a single breach of public order, though 30,000 fighting men were in or around

the town, Thus quietly, without ancident or excitement, Bloemfontein fell, and the Free State paid
its first instalment of the penalty for interfering in a war with which it had no concern. So easily

was success obtained that we are prone to forget the =kilful strategy by which a strang DBoer force

- 1 |
Vs 1|.I:-'.| 1881

d from position after position with the loss of less than 500 men, and was compelled to
an ignominious retreat northward ; we are apt to overlook the supreme daring which cut loose from
base and line of communications and left the Beoers, if they would, to gather in the armv's rear,
The operations, indeed, illustrated the helpless pasition of an inferior force when attacked by

general of commanding ability. If the Boers stood, they were certain to be enveloped and captured

en gnasse: if they ran thev pave op their country to the enemyv. Among the spoils ciptured were
lirge quantities of ammunition and dvnamite, 25 locomotives, certain parts of which, though abstracted
and buried, wers speedily disentombed and replaced, 124 trocks and about 20 curriages.  This rolling
stock was of unmense service to the army. and it was entirely due to Major Hunter-Weston's daring
that it was secured.



Mar. 13, 1900.]  Condilion of the Ay, |
L
.|
There was ¢ tendency both in the army and ot , |
home to think that with the fall of its capital the |§ / i
resistance of the Free State Had k | '
Halt at Bloemfontein u.\'.]-tl'—"-:: —a tendency which found ; f !
imperative. - -
encouragement in the easy sue- i
cesses of the next few days. Perbaps, if the army [ %
had been in a condition immediately to follow p q
Boers the war might have speedily ended. bhut in M 1
fact, it was not in such condition. From the 7th to i ‘
the 13th most of the infantry battalions had covered
over seventy-seven miles, and this, be it remembered, :
not along cood or even passable roads, but upon f '.'
sandy tracks of indeseribable badoess, [hey  hed | I
had to endure short rations and bivouacs i pOUring
rain upon the open velar. The strength of the L | 9
gades and divisions had been reduced by casualties Ii '
and sickness (il divisions had shrunk almost ta
brmigades. The Sixth Division. [or example; mnstead |
of 10,000 men could muster ordy 5,300, theegh it is | J,'I

ert Scatt,
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true that its losses had been exceptionally heavy: the cavalry brigades, from the enermaons t.'XI)I'I_H“tlI{:t:
of horseflesh which had characterised the march, were in yet worse case; and many qu their
regiments had shed two-thirds of their strength on the road. Thos, the Aym. gpan which most
depended—by which all Lord Roberts® turning moves had been {.‘.tfl.‘tfll:d. and whieh had been the cause
of the envelopment and ecapture of Cronje—had been weakened till it was rendered useless, or all hut

cseless. The artillery, horse and held, was o as bad case.  Its losses in horses had been prodigious,

and the beasts that remained alive could scarcely drag the guns at a walking pace. It was a matter
of paramount necessity to remount the cavalry and re-horse the artillery before the advance was

resumed upon a great scale. The infantry. too, needed boots and warm clothing for the winter, now

fast approaching: above all, it needed rest.  Not less urgent was the acenmulation of reserves of

— » q
ammunition, food, and clothing at Bloemfontein, But, to eflect this, the railway to the south had
first to be cleared, and then, day by day, a sarplus, over and above the current nceds of the army,

: S s ill-lai rivientnmed lines c=o miles loten Shiie. roae 26
forwarded along o single sarrow-gauge, l-laid, poody-equipped line, 350 miles long [he roads

A FIELD
This picture cepiresents W0e vetorinary suigran St work amongs

SPITAL FOR SICK HORSES
t the slgk horses in the Ware

e Lipsria]l Yeomaney Camp aear Pelmont

Kimberley across the veldt by which the army had been kept supplied during its great march were o
bad, so devoid of water, that it was practically impossible to meet requirements by wageon transport.
It had been expected that efforts would be made to lay a field railway from Kimberley to Bloemfontein,
which would have relieved the congestion; there was an ample supply of Kaffir labour available, yet
nothing was done to build such a line. Probably the reason was that the whole enzrgy of the
Kimberley-Capetown railway had to be concentrated upon the supply of Lord Roberts' army until the
end of March, and that trucks could not be spared for the despatch of rails and sleepers or of subsistence
for the men wha wounld have been required to construct the stiategic line,

All these considerations compelled a suspension of the forward movement, and for the next six
weeks Lord Roberts was busy securing his hold over the south of the Free State.  The halt, necessary
though it was, caye the enemy time to reorganise their forces and to recover from the extréme
dejection which the capture of Cronje’s army, the relief of Ladysmith, and the march of Lord Raberts'

army to Bloemfontein had caused. Had an ample supply of remounts and strong reinforcements been
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available upon the spot, it is jost possible that the Field Marshal might huve seen |
the vigorons offensive, though even then, in the light of after events. it

the Boers. They were

renounce their hopes

Conguering heroes.

[Pliota by Alfred X

£ dig
MAJOR J ER-WESTON,

il
2 Lt

I||n!||u.. sat il
{ ST BT
litlon In
el i 1By
ervloes with tho
Faekhiogt in tRrgj-«:ing
bl Ritehionge st
thgt Hle g feegqu
Actoy anulor Dovd  Kobers
the [toet | TR

I 1Ry,

Lo ot

~ir W He has done
L umler Siy - A c
Foren in — hiis duty and is

satished with

the reward of |
merely marehing through the ecapital of the tich |
nation.'

new t :':'iln]'_‘. lie his given to his Llueen atil
The Oxfords swept by thinned in ranks; the |
Wels

like: Pagrdeberg, strode lightly past; the brave men

fresh fram the lurid jaws of Huades

[Zssex, covered with new glory, marched proudly
along @ the splendid Yorks, whose ranks had jost
been  tattered by 1.>:|[1|u ~'trnlu-a trooped  jatntily
by. Looking on at them all were thousands who
never had heard of the feats these men were fresh
from, or the dangers they had braved. DBut what
did the soldiers care =°

To the Guards who defled before him, fresh
and jubilant, notwithstanding their amazing forced
march of thirty-eight miles in the last twenty-eight
hours, Lord Roberts addressed especial congratula-

tions upon their splendid appearance and not less

splendid spirit.  And, tactful as always, mindful
of their primacy in the Army, he told them that
only accident had prevented his marching at their
head into Bleemfontein. He promised, however—

and he kept his word—in recompense for this to

ciasiesh

brovght the submission of (he Boers. Like the low

were,” says Mr. Ralph,

on their l'|ntilil':f_j WIETre
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s way to continue
1s doubtful if this would have

organisn,

which s susceptible of infinite injury withont camplete loss of
vitality, the enemy displayed a surprising endurance.  And vet
perhaps, to speak thus ‘

s to be ,1.!'ui|t'\ ol a certamn mjustice to
|l$l::1|7}!|;|1.t!|_\' attached to their inde pendence,

and, like the Confederates in the Anierican Civil War, would never
and aspirations till their armics were com-
pletely erushed and their territory i the enemy's hands, We may
respect and honour them for their sell-sacrificing devotion, lllf_'ull-—
venient thougl it was to ourselves.

On  March 14 the infantry of the British army  entered
Bloemfontemn and marched past Loml Roberts. They wmade a

superb show, notwithstanding their dirty khaki
untforms, ereased and sodden with the tor-
rential rain of the night before.  They wore the look of conguerars,

not of sufferers, and seemed to ask for envy, not sytpathy.,  * They

“no longer hungry: the stains and wrinkles

well earned and proudly bome. [ tarned

dton astde and whispered under my breath, “ God Bless Tommy Atkins.

lead them into Pretoria. It was such acts as these
that made him the idol of his men.  ** Every moarch
every moveinent, and every victory, " wrote the s

correspondent, *increases  his  popularity  and

strengthens the Army's confidence in him."” Atinisery,

I»r u-r.;] Manager of the Cape Government Rullws

[Blsctes by Dhiffus Bres

Mr T RiCPRICE;

d nnder his abibe stpetvis
widiring the enormo
Ovircorie. ‘-’r
bet Wir by hick of

of which M Sauver, bis otfictal chi

t' \\‘n o IJ-.-IL(.I'
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He now turned to opening up commupications with General Clements, whom we last left at

Arundel. and with General Gatacre, whom we left at Bushman's Hoek., General Gatacre, after his
reverse at Stormbere, had been steadily reinforced by excellent Colonial troops.
Bnhygation ot and eventually by General Brabant's division of Cape Colony Mounted Volunteers,

St berg District, ) ;i
AR On December 25 he was able to oceupy Dordrecht with a force of Cape Mounted

Rifles and Police nnder Colonel Dalgetv.  The Boers were seven miles north of this place, at Labu-
schaene’s Nek, where a sharp skirmish was fought on the joth and j3rst, between De Montmorency’s
sl:..u.r_s and the enemy, in which the latter had much the waorst of matters. On January 3, the Boers;
with ardon nuuiin"i:.na}'u-ri by their reverse, made a surprise attack upon a small detachment near
Molteno, but reinforcements arrived in time from the camp at Bushman’s Hoek, and they were
beaten off, Yet their appearance in this place compelled General Gatacre to withdraw fram Dardrechit,

which thus once more

fell into the enemy's

hands. On  January 27
General Brabant arrived,
to tuke command of the
Cr']ﬂni;al Divisian, with
secret instructions to ad-
il Gat-
h Dor-
drecht and Jamestown to
Aliwal North, as soon as

Lord Roberts was ready

vimce on Gener

acre's Tight. throug

to open the new campaign
in the west. He paraded
his men on the eve of the e
advance, and promised
them that the greatest

slutton for Azhting should

have his fill of it. On
February 15 he pushed
forward from his camp
at Penhoek, south of
Dordrecht, to Daor-
drecht and delivered

a night assanlt upon

de-

fending the place; the enemy

the Boer entrenchments THE COLDSTREAM
POSSESSION IF THE (

Al BLOEMFONTEIN,

were in weak force, and fled Mareh 15, igoa

precipitatelyv. A day later Dor-
drecht was taken by the British
for the last time. Continuing his advance, on March 4 he seized a height which dominated the Boer
position at Labuschagne’s Nek, when the enemy hurriedly retired. They were promptly followed 1
Jamestown was oceupied on March g3 on the 11th General Brabant entered Aliwal North and crossed
the Orange River, thus winning with his gallant Colonials the proud honour of being the first British
foree to invade the enemy's territory from the south, So rapid and skilful were his movements that the
extreme north-eastern corner of Cape Colony was virtnally cleared of the enemy without serious loss.
The rebels in panic began to surrender, protesting that they had only taken up arms against the
British under constraint, For the most part they were sent to their farms to await punishment.
General Gatacre did not move till the effect of Genernl Brabant's advance began to be felt. On
February z4 he was so unfortunate as to lose Lieutenant (e Muontmorency, who had organised the

carps of scouts that bore his name, and who was famous as one of the bravest officers in the Dritish
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M rency s Seouts led General Brabant's barees across the b 18 Al Norals, and wire the first peghinont (o invade Boer tercitory from (e soi As
(3T ] ovor thie biridge cacl man cheered,: Wirgave i po g9 0 photograph of a Boer force crossing the samde bridize to Invade Cape Colony

Army. De Montmorency fell by the wayside in a skirmish. The epemy’s force at Stormberg was
greatly weakened }i_\ desertion and the I.i-—j.-:Lll']l of detachments to other parts of the field of war at

the end of February ; finally, on March 4, the Hoers abandoned the position which
Repair of the )
Western Railway.

had Deen the scene of General Gatacre’s defeat. and on the following dayv he

ocoupied it withont incident. He ar once began the repair of the railway to the
west, so as to open up through communication by land with Colesberg, Capetown, and the west : at
the same time he continued his advance northwards, and on March 7 occupied that great Meecca of
the rebels and the Afrikander Bond—Burghersdorp.  Four days later his outposts were a mile sonth of the
Orange River and of the two important bridees, road and raillwav. which cross near Bethulie: on (he
rith, the main British force neared the bridges, and shirmishing began. The Boers had taken
> the precantion of demalishing the railway bridge by blowing
ppo with dynamte five of its spans: the piers, however,
were left standing. and for their own purposes the enemy
reframed from destrovipg the road bridge.  They mined i

in: readiness, placing charges of dynamite and detonators

several points in holes cut in the stonework of the bridge :
they also laid an electric cable feom the bridee to ther
trenches on the Free State soil, but did not conneot it
with the charges.  Finally, they placed several lLoses of
dynamite on the farther bank, under the last span of the
bridge, in case of any failyre in their other arrangements.

To save the hridge wis a matler of estreme moment

to the British. [Late in the afternoon of the rith a party

o A NASTY FALL: of the 1st Sherwoud Foresters crossed the Dridee, and,
+EFh pten Iob dhe Mounted Infaneey gt Dushiman' Hotk; ) o 1
i rhobserved, while the Boers, after their vsual habit, were at
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tew, removed the cable and detonators. Then. under cover of night, Lieutenant Popham, with a lirtle

handful of men of the same battalion, stole across, oot down under the bridee. e
Saving Bethulie ol _ Saat fid hee s : ¢ e bridge. and,
Bridge. finding no trace of a Boer sentry except a bandolier, removed the boxes

i
dynamite one by one to the roadway. The leutenant, thinking that perhaps th
enemy had retired, crept towards their trenches, when he trod by ill-dnck upon a dog, and a4 hail of bullete

speedily showed him tha
the Boers were there, Re-
turning,. he and his men
'erninfll\ l,’ll']]r'll [hr I-'-\e-
ol :"-.]I:||~=\'-'-' over  the
bridge to the British camp
wicder o henvy fife.  For-
tune favoured them and no
one was hie.  Thers st
refmained a possibility that
the enemy might sueeeed
i exploding the charges
next day by means.of shell
tre. To remove this sonn

of pertl Captain Grant of

the Engineers crept over
the bridge. and withdraw-
mg the charges in suc-
cesston from the holes 1n
which  they had been
placed, flung them one
after the other into the
nver. By this series of
acts of superb gallantry
the bridge was saved.,

On March 14 the dnst

ragsed l_\' the retreat ol

t i 1€ Bope 1
Communications

W a g gon
restored. Rl B R

train could
]=|:.in|}' be seen, moving

towards  Smithheld, but

the Bitish force did no-
thing. Only on the r5th
thid General Gatacre cross

the river and enter Be-

thulie. On the 16th tonch

A VIETORIA CROSS INCIDENT wits established with Lord
Ehiring o roconnslsanee nuan Coles hers on ] theite mndice Vobharts ¢ i t :
Heavy brewltha sinadl pueeol of this ol B nesirs t 1 weonnmd I\I"”'”' it h}Ir“‘-l'\“]“" I
in the thi slis biele 1o the assistanes of ok (ool Him s wi A e R - -
Fis in borse, and ol him <aloly Back o cam) ittoria Cross, an _|-|||\||".|. where CGrenera

L swas dhortdy afterwards promored from Liou
i Tl e gy Gratacre captared two en

gines, forty trucks. a nnmber of prisencrs, and 300 or oo rifles, and whither General Pole-Carew, with
the rst Scots Guards, grd Grenadiers. fou guns, and @ section of mounted mfantey, had been despatehod
by Lord Roberts from Bloemfontein on the t3th. General Pole-Carew then turned southwards towards
Norvals Pout and established communication with General Clements on the t7th.

Geeneral Clements, when the Boer force in his front felt the eHect of Lord Roberts' Operitions

in the Iree State and had to thinlk of its communications, was able in his turn to advance. DBut
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FHE E3LGWAY BEIDGE AL NORVALS PONT

before this he had on Febrnary 2o to repulse a last determined aftempt on the part of the enemy
to work round his Hank wo the south, threatening the De Aar and Naauwpoort Railway. On the 23nd
the Boers fell back ta the positions near Rensburg, from which, weeks before, General French had
dislodged them, Here they were attacked by General Clements next  day, but without result. In
view of his growing strength and of their increasing weakness, they retired farther before him, and
on the 27th Rensburg was occupied by the British; on the 28th, Colesberg. The Boers in this quarter
had apparently retired across the Orange River, for on March 2 the mounted infantry reconnoitred
up to the road bridge without seeing the enemy, but the bridge was not immediately seized. At Norvals

Font it wus aseertained by reconnaissance that the enemy was still in some strength.  On March 6

they blew up the railway bridge there, as also the Colesberg road-bridee farther to the west: on the
Sth General Clements reached Norvals Pont and made arrangements for bridging the river. The ferry
wis seized throueh the daring of a few Colonmls. who crossed by a ford and threw up trenches. On
the 15th a pontoon bridge was ready, and General Clements' column began its passage a few miles below
Nowvals Pont.  There was no opposition. and he was able to push his outposts forward as far as
Donkerspoort, where a dav or two later General Pole-Carew met them. The repatt of Norvals Pont

Bridge was at once nndertaken, but could not be completed for some weeks.  Meantime, railway traffic

between Cape Colony and Bloemifontein was earried on bv means of a light line carried across Bethulie

road-bridge. In this way the main army was kept supplied, thoueh only with estreme difficulty.

ERECTING. THE TEMPORARY FRATLAWAY BRIDGE AT

e ina iron girder brides, part ol which 18 =een (o he rlaht of thi pie
nol o deviation rallway snd o trestiebieidee.  In the mear

wulght of an eniine, the traina were cauliously baekisl an, 1o

Wiy, Bet abon
ture coulid not

von ns the Boors had
== the eomd hirkdige s bt
LAk



HOW FOUR VICTORIA CROSSES WERE WON

Tho atory of the digaster at Koo Sprut, celiey

illery, Is 1old in this chaprér. The ilusteation aboye

Horse A
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CHAPTER XXIV.
THE HALT AT BLOEMEONTEIN.
Excessive clemency—Expedition to Thaba Nehu—Skirmishing north of the capital—The Karee kopjes captured—Broadwood's

retreat from Thaba N'chu intercepted —The ambuscade at Koorn Spruit—Tlie alarm given—Magnificent conduet of the

1{r\_‘_.';|| Horse Artillerv—No help from Bloemfontein—Retreat and losses—The water snpply eut off-—"The Boers threaten

div and Kitchener guarnd the

Dewetsdorp—Surrénder of Captain MeWhinnic's force—CGatacre’s reliel force |

railwity— Buitish oceupy \\"u,-|'1u[u_-1' —The town b el —Assault repulsed—UClose 5 Of the eutiison

Sutferings

|'|l|.|] :l([.ll:k 1't'|ll‘||l'.[!.—'.\1':'1'\';“ llf. 1‘\']|I'F- columns |'.'.l1,-; rl"nl' I'.I]1llll"|!3__ Iin- Boer |.'.r[";—-} I ticss .["::5"“: Recaverv of
Bloemfontein Waterworks—Entry into Thaba  N'chu—Qperations against surrounding heights—Disappeaninee of the
Gordons—Infantry surprised— Skilful withdmwal—Atempt ta capture Bushof—Disturbance i northi-west of Cape Colony
Death of [oubert.

, 7
. IOR the first week after the armival '
|

of Lord Roberts’ army at Bloem-
fontein all avent well, and the
_L:t.'l]l'l'i.ll (.ii?%]lil:".il;lwl] to  Suppose
that resistance in the Free State

2 _ =" _ | had collapsed received new sup-

port from the number of bur-

ghers who made their submission, and from the
o
stories which they told of profound disagreement
) between the Free Staters and
Excessive clemency. | ) =
Fransvaalers. Tough had been
established with the British armies advancing from
the south; the country traversed by our soldiers
was outwardly friendly ; Lord Raoberts' proclamation
to the effeet that burghers who surrendered their
arms, took an oath of nentrality. and remained

upon themr [arms, would not be molested, was, it

seemed, well received, though it was noted that
s Wor ¢ Free Staters hande 1 [ Mausers YHE GOAT WHICH ACCOMPANIED THE WELSH FUSILIERS
the worthy Free Staters handed in, not Mauser: R OB TR GrinATaT

\Welsh Fusillers have the vilepe of passing In teview preceded
1 gilded herna and ado with flowers. The custom 14 an
hoss origln 1s lost it obsCUrity.

or good modern rifles, but Martinis, Enhelds, and

even ancient flint-locks, and that these were aceepted
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by British officers. with amazing simplicity, as evidence of disarmament. But, fixed in the belief that
the Boers were *zick of the war,” the military authorities appear to have supposed that they had only
to pust up the proclamation to effect an immediate pacification. There was a natural—perhaps a

statesmanlike—desire not to press the

enemy too severely, And though alter
events proved that in  pursuing  this
conrse a great error was committed and
that the character of the resistance to

be expected was dangerously nnderrated,

it 1s mmpossible o blame a1 man of such
wisdom and experience as Lord Roberts.
He wished to conciliate the conquered
and to try clemency before recourse was
had to sternness.

After the fall of Bloemfomtein it had -

THE SIEGE THAIN UN 115 WAY TO BLOEMFONTEIN,

been hoped that the Boer forces from Caoles-

berg and St rmberg, at least 5.000 men, and

possibly 10,000 men strong, would be cut
offt and captured.  The only safe line of
retreat for them lay along the rouds which
run porth-eastwards through Thaba Nichu
and Ladybrand. But either their mobility
and determunation were underrated, or the
“wreek of an army™—as it was not un-
justly ecalled—at Bleemfontein was unequal
as yet to a4 new and severe campaign
“ON HER MAJESTY'S SERVICE= 1l the mountainous region  of  the

tehes |
upplie

ae. Unger (who carried {osd Raobe
with his own and his ho

Ploseiantela to Kimbeclay) eastern IFree State. In any case Olivier

or the jeurmey

and Grobler were able to march northwards,
well ahead: of the columns of Generals Brabant, Gatacre, and Clements, until they eould come into
touch with De Wet and the burghers who had fought at Poplar Grove and Driefontein. No vigorous
attempt was made to intercept their retreat; instead, resort was had to lalf-measures with mortifying
(:t_!TIr:r.rt.{i.IEHL‘.l:'S.
On March 18 a compusite force of mounted men comprising the Household Cavalry, the 1oth Hussars,
a hundred or so of Rimington’s Guides, Roberts' Horse, the Oueensland and Burma Mounted Infantry,
B il e it and O and [ _“:LIE{'I'i{_'.‘.:‘- r:I" Horse ‘\T'f”lﬁ‘r}-'ll}!l;‘ whole EIIIj|t:r (_-uut:l':ila.I*'f'urn'h and
N'chu. Broadwood, left Bloemfontein for Thaba N'chu, to receive the submission of the
furmers in that district, distribute proclamations and show the British wniform.
Thaba N'chu was reached without incident on the gth ;. on the zoth Colanel Pilcher with abmit
250 men pushed on vet further towards Ladybrand. Natives reported that a Boer commando, 4,000
strong, was in the neighbourhood, and the flashing of a heliograph was seen away to the east, but
the small British detachment was not as yet attacked. Tt oceupied the important four mills on the
Leeuw River, a little to the west of Ladyvbrand, remained there some days unmolested, and actually

pushed on into Ladybrand itself on the 26th. Colonel Pilcher seized a few prominent  [Boers,
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admimstered the oath to others, and was calmly searching the place for a sum of Boer gold, when

the enemy appeared

all round the village,
An immediate retreat
was the only possible

course. The detach-

ment lell back covered

by the fire of its

& l y 2 | : : Maxims to  Leelw
! _i | : I, o 45 i

River, losing a few

R TRRARET XA van e

ontinued 1ts  retire-
ment under cover of

night to Thaba N'chi,

GRVERNMENT BULILL

hiring the stay of Predidents Keugerand Stavn,

support, Theenemy were now
in strength along a curving line
from Karee: Siding, north of

Bldemfontein. throngh Thaby S

==

N'chu to Dewetsdorp, and ﬁ
their attitude was  becoming ; _\_
hourly more threatening, General TP
French wuas recalled to  Bloem-
fonten) to operate against the right
of this line, and General Broadwood's

EXTERIOR OF THE RAANZAAL, OR PARLIAMENT HOUS LOEMEONTELN
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2000 men were left at Thaba Niehu, in a very dangerous position, to wateh the Boer eentre

and left. | |
Meantime, the British outposts to the north of Bloemfontein had heen pushed ont as far as

Glen, where the ratllway bridge over the Modder, destroyed by the Boers on ther northward retrent,

was under vepar. On March 23 0 party of lour British  officers rode baldly
Skirmishing north of

from Glen to RKaree, where they sighted a picket of Boers and gave chase,
the capital.

The chase was most unfortunate, as the enemy took shelter in a kopje aud shot
down all their opponents, kilhing  Lientenant Lyeon, and wounding the ather thiee. Reconnaissances

located the Boers i some force at Karve, and on March 27 General Tucker with the Seventh

CAREYING OFF THE LANDDROST OF LALYBRANT !
- i, ifier il ke | el Plichor L dladybrand and slzed several officlale Tneledine ihe Danditeost, At ENEIny
RO A voe, Lolonel Pl cidied 1o retr foGrtled offthe  Landirost and Field Cornee with bim, il s0ih Hussies e
v U owitl them b 0 ]

Diyvision ywas despatched to Glen.. There. next day. he was joined by General French with the znd
and srd Cavalry Brigades, and by Colonel Le Gallais with brigade of mounted nfantry.  The pro-
gramme was for General French to turn the Boer position from the west while Le Gallais worked

vound jt from the eust, and the infantry attacked from the south. In garrison at Glen, and available

to support the Seveath Diyision, were two battalions of Guards. All the troops

engated Avere
much belaw

the nominal streneth, from the losses in men and horses on the march to Bloenifontein.
which had not yet been made good. The odde were by no means heavily in their favour,

Early en March 29 the two turmning columns of mounted men moved off, The Boer position
consisted of three parallel lines of kopjes, running ut

right angles to the ratway, with considerable
stretelies of level pround between

the lines. The nosthernmost of these three lines lay nooo vards

to the north of Karece Siding. About 10 a.m. signals announced the faet that General Frenchls mon
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were on the enemy’s right rear, and at once the infantry advance began.  The Boer force was under
Commandant Grobler ; it numbered about 3,000 men, and included the famous © Zarps,” or Johannesburg

Police—the best fighters in the Boer army. The turning movements forzed the
The Karee kopjes 1

captured oers to abandon the first two series of Kopjes: only at the thied, near ILaree,

did they make a stand.  Hercabouts, on his eastward advance to get in upon
their line of retreat, General French found himsell entaneled in an intricate maze of woods and
dongas, admirably adapted to give the Boers shelter.  These had to be carefully  shelled, examined
and torned in snccession, which rendered his progress slow: finally, after persistent skirmishing, he
found himsell, with horses and men worn out by his widé turning movement, face to fiee with a long

donga, which made a natural trench, running
north and south. The donga was filled with
Boers ; unless it was captured it quite precluded
the continuance of the turning moyvement. Re-

membering, it may be, the mancenvre which had

opened the road to Kimberley, General French
prepared to charge, when the roar of hring fram
the south told that at last General Tuacker's
infantre attack had begun, and led the Boers
oradnally to fall back. On the DBritish right
Colonel Le Gallais' ' mounted men had been held
in cheeck in much the same manner, and were
prevented from eutting off the Boer retreat.

General Tucker's two brigades—the 14th on

1 |1

advaneced in Oper order towards

right and rsth on the lefi
the kopjes north of Karee Sidine,
segng nothing of the eneme. i
wis the old Boer  tri k, vet I
deceived, and the apiion hegan

to gain streneth that the eneme

had retired. The monnted infintr ) o - : o H S e

scouted as far as the base of the k pjes, and  reported no Boers and drew no fire; then the in-
antry, i a long waving lihe, advinced. Two companies of the King's Own Scottish Bovderers
\'-"'_" forward, and were onlv a few huandred vurds from the summits of the two kopjes between
which passes the raifway, when suddenly the bushes and beulders before them broke into fame,

and o sheet of lead decimated their ranks. The enemy were absolutely invisible: it was impossible
tio sy whether there were a hundred or a theusand Boers on the slopes but the fire was so terrif
that it forced the British traops to recoil to a donga under the kopjes, where, fortanately for them,
good shelter conld be found. The Toer artillery opened with effect, bursting .al-,r:n]mr-ll nceurately
among  the battalions of the 14th Brigade. To reply to if, one of the 7th Division’s bt terics
attempted to push to the top of a steep hill facing the extreme left of the Boer position, but the

]II'II'~'.1--. Wit 14 oy By - - -
5, worn out and exhansted, were unequal to the work, and could not make the ascent. Practi-
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cally, the battery was out of action for the rest of the day. The other two batleries nearer the

British centre opened fire upon the kopjes commanding the railway ; but whether the cordite

ammunition—as some said—was defective, or the gunnery was bad, the shots seemed to go wide of

the mark. The enemy's rifle fire could not be got under: it continued fo be so
advance was practicable, The

heavy that no

whaole division remumned ex-
tended flat on !

e eround,
engaged i oan mmterminable,
resultless, long-range rifle
fight. Atlastthe East Lanca-
shires, about 4 p.n., made an
effort to storm the Kopje on
which the Boer right rested,
but they received a lail of
bullets which quickly hrooght
them to a standstill. Nuot till
someminites later did General
French's manceuvres in the
enemy’s rear make themselves
felt. His shells were seen
bursting well  behind  the
Boers, and simultaneously
there were signs of a Boer
retreat. Horsemen were ob-
served  hurrying  rearwards
guns limbered up and bowled

off over the plain to Brand-

fort. Now was the time for
a stern and vigorons pursuit,
but unfortunately the cavalry
horses, after the exhansting
work of turning the Boer
position; were in no condition
to complete the rout of the
enemy s moreover, the plain
across which the Boers pe-
treated, for all its level and
open appearance, was full of
hidden dongas, and was no
place for British cavalry with

night coming down. The

British Irlf:lH[T‘_\' ]‘llh!lll] far- HREOADWOOT

ward and fired a few volleys, bt Gomend Rebort Georse Bratmood was boe fn 1867 a0 oo
3 : i ., erlw K wnes I 38gb, an 1w Sudan Caompalen ¢ Ry fat el ‘: A
but probably did aot inflict Tt By e e T TN p enhelyan Tha (heayiti 60 Cedanel. . Nl camipaizn b
i If an able oxyniry. offices Bl Sfuick Tesenpalesnon, THIMEN 4.5 bl
any verv lieavy loss. How- B FIER e AL Cavalry Brigadis, South African Field Fareo,

since  February 1900, with the rank of Erigadier Geosral whilst aon the staff

ever, the chiel object of the _
battle was attained. as the immensely strong positions round Karee fell into our hands, and in
hands they aflterwards remained.

The

artillery was insufficient in strength to beat down the Boer sharpshooters™ fire, the infantry were

Lats o = . . - . 3 - T R P | )'.J_'-ll a1
The fight was, in its details, of much the same type as Poplar Grove and Driefonten

but powerless, and the cavalry had to cover so much eround that they were anable to strike at the

. ., A ' L1 11 15 510 strick
close of the dav. It was an action won by manceuvring, not |J} hard fighting, and as : 1ch stric
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no severe blow at the enemy's morale. To edge an enemy out of a position by dodeing round  his

fanks has not the stunning effect coing at him and grpping hom by the throat—the course wihich

we had pursued in the carlic

battles of the war—but then 1t Seale of Mites

s far tl‘ﬁh' 1-|g"n_[j\' wirk. Still,

the British losses were somewhat

heavy for the result obtained

21 men were killed and 161
wonnded.,  The Boeers reported
their own casualties as small;
l:rul:,ll-l_\ lhr__'_\' were much the sami
m number as those among our
LroOps.
The Boer vight had  thas
been pushed back, but themw centr
Broadwood's retreat still  threat-

from Thaba Nehu ecned Thaba
intercepted.

emféritein b, f

N'chu, where

CGieneral Broadwood’s position was

growing daily more eritical,  Sueh
was the mmportance of Thaba
N'chu to the British Army that at least a bogade ol mifantry might have been expected to be sent
out to his help. but either the sitoation was misjudged, or the difficulty of keepmg a torce of 5000 or
Bono men supplied ar such o distance forbade the move. Finallv, on March 30, General Broadsood
came tu the conclusion that further delavy would mean destruction, and having reported his position
and asked for reinforcements he began to vetreat on Bloemfontein. The eneémy were i touch with
him all day. but by the night of the joth he had crossed the Modder River and encamped near the
Bloemfontein Waterworks, only 22 miles away from Bloemfontein, at o point known as Sanna's Post.
To support him, Colonel Martyr, with some companies of mounted mfantryv. was sent out from
Bloemfontein that same night, with orders to reach and hold the waterworks. General Colvile and
the Ninth Diviston were to follow at davhight of the 3ist.
But belore these LEoops could arrve U the scene the Boers were able to |'1-'11| and execute
i terrible  surprise o
—— : P General Broadwood. Un-
. der General De Wet a
thousand or more burghers
with four guns rode ra-
]li:”_\ south, under cover
of meht, to Danna’s Post,
where  the bulk of the
comumando  placed  thems-
selves between the British
column and Bloemfontein,
The road from the water-
works to  Bloemfontein,
along  which the Drinsh
were expected to retreat,
crosses, some five miles

from the waterworks, the

rivalet Koorn Spruit. Like

PAWEWARR—FOR. THE COf IS . ]
“The o a Soully Alrieg 1ers
The photograph represents & scene not infrequent [n South A 4 cow Y hogued ” owhilse in the act of drinkiog i \“Il L TIVEES,

The fueident here deplited ook place at Abrabam's Kraal this stream Hows ina wide
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bed with high banks: on each side a track has been cut down through the banks to the leveel of
the water, so as to enable vehicles to cross.  The track drops steeply on the tne side and rises
steeply on the other. In the bed of the river the Boers ensconced themselyes

The ambuscade at ] : g
and lined its banks, which were covered with brushwood, A little ta

Koorn Spruit. the south

of the dnft was the low embankment of an unfinished railway, tinning at rieht
. A Tl -

angles to the spruit; behind this other parties hid themselves. The place might have been made P

an amhbush @ 1t was ,-;|[_._-|];!.- of -l-l|un':||i.'|',; hundreds of men andd |l.'n:'-ll-i-:. Meantime other commandos
of Boers pushed westwards from Thaba N'ehu, and in the nielt placed artillery in postiion upon

heights overlooking the British camp. Thus General Broadwood, though he did nof know it bad

| f 1 N
| reh ;a1 ik : Sat g
horse fadled to g } 10 51 Vilks! il i i
man g horse ir
cnemies n front and behind. [n the direction of Bloemfontein—as the road was traversed daily by

troops and convovs—he wonld naturally expect security, the more so as he knew that the Ninth
Divicion had been ordered ta his aid.

» If the Boers can be believed, the British coluomn had neglected every precaution essential in
wir, 1 an enemy’s eountry, with strang hostile forces in close proximity. Chere were no pickets,
no putpasts; and none of the usual safeguards of an afiny,™ sayvs an American correspondent with th
Boers, Yet it is not certain that, even had outposts been properly placed. what followed could
have been averted. The drift fay too Far from the camp to be held with safety by a smull detachment.
r their retreat was threatened,

It was natural. too, for officers who had seen how the Boers ran wheneve

to Gump to the conclusion that never would they venture to place themselves between the troops an

their way from Bloemfontein and General Broadwood's retreating column.
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Dav broke. and over the dreary veldt the tall chimney of the water-works showed through tli

grely ]!;]lt [ o2 eager watclers

in the spruit:; then fires appeared here and there in the ritish
camp as the cooks prepared breakfast: last of all tents could be discerned and all the bustle --fl.:||
army making ready to march.  Mules and oxen were being inspannad: officers and men were eating
1|:.‘.|-' roucly fare ||-\. complete unconsciousness that two ot three thousand enemies watched them [rom
within t'\.I:-'\' artillery range ; when suddenly there came a heavy boom—a #lash and whistle e the
alr—ant .'r.'.--.r the hills on the ecast dropped a heavy shell right in the mudst of the camp. Another

and another followed. and cifle-firing broke ont. The camp swas thrown into the completest con-

fusion by these untoward happenings. and it would seem that the faculty of judging codlly and calmly

was paralysed by the surprise.
No one realised that the attack
from the east was mergly designed
to do the work of beaters n a
great battue, and to put np the
birds to be shot down by the
party in the spruit to the west.
There was as yet no sign ol
the ¢nemy to the west, and the
waggons and guns were ordered

tao retire by the drilt. Once

agross the stream the 5 Were
=
-
" Fhivivde J. X £e
wrel man
Lie i)
hionws not less thgonlonE avon ol -
olil blcolt box by o il thi sonls
I

to tiuke post on the farther Lank and
cover the retirement of the main force.
The movement of the tansport was

weeelerated by the Boer shells, swhich were

now falling wepy freely. The waggons,
three abreast, galloped eagerly down the
wide mouth of the funnel-shaped descent
which led down to the Koorn Spruit.
Ihe Haorse Artill ry batteries, anxious as

]tIJi'L{:I\' H |1-::-74“1|'.' to et anto action,

thundered along among them.  Had the

gunners looked they might have descried
a man with gestures of agonised apprehension, waving, as sign of danger, o red handkerchiell It was

Burnham, the famons scout, bt no one saw  Bitn, snd prisently he was marked by the Boers and

and moved to where he could not signal. There was a fearful baliel of eracking whips and
shouts to the oxen and mules, while from behind the advancing torrent came ever the boom of
artillery and the crackle of multitudinous rifles: As the foremost witgrons tore down throngh clonds
of dust to the' level of the river bed, halfa-dozen Boers in sloitch hats wera seen to be quictly
standing in the spruit.  They gave no sign of hostility—this was one of the many cases where a
uniform worn by the enemy might have saved British troops: (rom disaster—and they were regarded as

friends rather than foes, The cor voy did not arrest its movement for them.  The first wagrons descended
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DA
mto the river bed. which hereabonts widens so as to give a great sheltered area, and then, to their

stupelietion, drivers and team- -

sters found that these sani
heneyvalent-looking  DBoers were
the enemy in very truth.  As R
each waggon entered the ftrap :

the drivers saw rifles aimed af

their heads and heard the cool

angd collected order, * Dirive to

the right," or * Drive to the

left.”” Resistance was out of the
(] hie stion : the WHEOORNS WAl
without escort—swvhat the escon
wits doing still remaing o puzzl

they were shepherdod, parted,
md, sent this way or that, 1k
a fHock of sheep bya few silent,

snapping dogs.  Men were ton

benumbed with astonishment to

lift & hand or disobey. It was

all, says @ correspondent, as B g oy LR

arderly and methodical as the :

handing-in of luggage at a cloak-room window. And the mischief was that the surprise seemed

capable of indefinite extension ; the teamsters and sunneis descending towards the ambush coold see

nothing of what was happening, as the road made a slight bend at the foot of the steep-cut descent.
The operation of substituting drivers,” saysa eorrespondent with the Boers, ““was done so quickly and

quietly that none of those approaching the drift fram the other side noticed anything extraordinary.”
And so the convoy poured steadily on, and the hidden Boers reaped their harvest of plunder as they
lay by the hundred with their rifles aimed at the | ipless roptbaties and with their hngers on the
triggers, waiting only the moment of alarm to pump death from their magazines npon the tuymult
of horses and men.

Exactly how the alarm was given is a mutter of dizpute.,  The Boer story, which has a good

deal of evidence in its favour, 15 t

it an otheer came nding along, and before he could resist was
“held up ™ that De Wet saw
him. told

The alarm given. e
him the

British column was surronnded
by an overwhelming force, and
called  npon him to hid  his
men  surrender i order to

e lwes ©; that the dfficer

cave: s word of honour he
would dea this, and avis told
by De Wet thut if the promise
was not kept his life should
be the forfeit. Then, runs the
story, he galloped back, was
seen to parley with his men,
whoinstantly wheeled and Hed,
and e the same  moment
De Wet's rifle cracked and he
wis dead. The Brtish story
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is that Sergeant Gereen. of the Army Service Corps, was the hrst man to fire a shot, Covered by a

dozen mfles he <ot a Boer dead, and himselfl paid with his life the price of so ereat courave ang
1 () o]

devotion.  Whichever story is true. and po one seems to have heard the shats fired by or at Green.

U Battery dashed ratt'me and clanking into the spruit, and five zuns were surrounded and captured in
a moment; O Battery, which was behind with Roberts' Horse, was also riding down to its destruction.
when Major Taylor and a Sergeant-Major of U Battery, who had slipped away from the confusion in

the donga, appeared and shouted “ Files about.” At once from al

sides broke out a fearful fire: thy
bushes seemed to glow with death as the Mausers got to work: the concourse of guns and WHZEONS
and men, jammed in the narrow descent, fell into the wildest disorder ; horses and mules stampeded or

dropped dead ; oten refused to stir: and in and out among the waggons and euns Briton and Boer

fought furionsly hand to hand.  Boer cannon began to fire into the convoy and their shells tore the

beasts limb from limb and set the waggons on fire. * Shoot, burghers. shoot! ™

be heard shouting, and the wonder was that anything passed unseathed frome out the hail of lead.

the Boer leaders could

UNE L

UREWD AT ROOKN SEKWGIT,

With the Boer commade under Fleld Cornat De Ba Fhotegraphed at Winburg, My 12, 190

One gun of U Battery wheeled and escaped ; the six guns of (O Battery went bowling backwands

when the horses could be wot round. Friend and foe alike maryelled at the superb gallantry and
coolness of the gunnmers and drivers under such a fre.  Only heroic valour

Magnificent conduct 1.4 wxiricated even seven guns of the twelve—a sorcy remnant.. From botl flanks,
o th:rRLﬁf:rly.Horsn from front and rear, came shells and bullets; wvet the seyen guns, with Roberts

il o o) !‘ Mo
Horse, thundered back to some corrugated iron sheds, which marked the futi

Koorn Spruit Station, and there their flight was checked. The guns turned into the firfng position—
one weapon upset as it wheeled, and its horses fought in wild panie with tlie traces and .‘!!"'\'-‘. .T“
free themselves from their trammels—and at a range of less than o thousand yards, "‘\'l”'?""‘_l 1o I_”J""
andled by skilled and composed marksmen behind pevfect cover, cam into action. 1The fre .I.l the
riuns was Iast but ineffective: becaunse the enemv were .‘i1'lf'i\' inyisible @ yet i was noted by the
prisoners who watehei the manceuvres of the gunners that they shot as _-||-'.H]|}I-_-..],~& l.ll‘. !..|i.u|'_,|_
The influence of their example wias incalculable.  Men suddenly  bowed and 5‘-5." as they stooc
ereet handling the guns; theiwr bodies were iustantly cast aside. and their comrades took up the

i
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levoted service. Now an artilleryman would deop as he carvied  amsmunition, now again an officer
evote S x: i i { b ; : 4 B o
15 I |]J|'a.'l'[|'li he fire The run-crews -1I|1'.|l|.:.'. _-'ll'.'iliil\. bt the hre digd not abate. Lince imore 1.|]r,_
i (. o e o] Al 3. Lt N -Cre Bek
British artillery redeemed by its hervism defeat complete and dishononrable ; once more it inspired by
L] e} g h. LR R4S 4 - - -
its action confidence in wavering aod shaken men. _ |

Nor if the fire fadled e il and wound the enemy: was this sacrifice of noble lives in vain.
“Had it not been for those terrible guns,” says DBuorolpon, oothe Boers told me they would .h.v.\--
charged, closing in on all sides upon General Broadwood’s men . . . e Boers were astanished
it the conrage and endurance of the arvillepymen.”  Meantime Roberts' Horse had rallied and deployed
[at L g -~ . | Alibe . -

i oa lone line of skirmishers., The terror and aneush of the seene were inereased 1‘_\ the fact that

E—— — T

One deany of the WALA., having lodt all it

urivers, broke away n figh and eavcered mudly about the ekl

a number of women and children of British nationality and svipathy, from Thaba N'chuy and the
peighbourhood, were with the British foroe. Som

of these plor sauls [ell vietims to the Boer fire.
The crackling rtoar

of rifies came from every side, except the ground immediately to the south of
General Broadwood's camp. Thut way lay the only possible means of ese e

And where were the British troops from Bloemfontein that should have been at band to s opart
the hard-pressed column and cover s escape > No sign of their approach could be discovered, The
roar of battle. one would have thonght, must have reached Colonel Leartvr's

No help from ; - e . ;
Blotmtentan. mounted infantey and the head of General Colvile’s Tivision.. but though troops
under such conditions, with the note of the cannon ringing i their cars and the
hope of sueconring comrades in their hearts, are capable of almost any exertion, it

does not seem that
dt.:.—.éj.n:l";ill,‘ eXeTHIONS Wil madde.

The artillery nfficers with General Colvile did, in fact, hear the
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l-:l'.||||I|I:-i_\' T'-'I|Ii>] ].Ilr- II| '_|l|' TS, il s 1'ii ','.l!;-‘_ It meant It thes I'H | V.Ci8: OF SANNA MOST
| \ ! . . I AN INA L)s
l'?||]*| not accelerat []I' movaments ol 1]'_-. .!|\_i.i:.r| | |J-.:. =

want of energy and combination. It mav be tst the monnted
infantey, were too weik to help, or that the Ninth Divie i had been
ordered to put dtself in motion ton late - bt the fact remains that
almost i sieht of su.000 British oldiers, three or four thansand Loers
were permittod to work ther wall apon  the 2,000 harsemen pndd
cunners of Generdl Broadwoot. T4 was a faot =o extraoreina 15 1

provoke the biting comment of Ll

warld.

Wihitle the sunners were falling
ane by one, and th maotnted in
fantry  holding

Retreat and losses.

ot the Boers

with the wemest diffienlty, Captan
Chester-Nasters was sent by (Gceneral

Broadwood: te the south with

stiall party of men to examin: th

river. and discover, I possilil
anather crossine,  He founid Jor
ticable point two miles to the sonth

placed yen to hold 1t, and returned

And now the attempt was madi
to withdraw the remmant of tln :
olumn by this passace. First, the R o ! junl ._}-_ 1
seven euns had to be retired. and _ gy u
this, ander the geaseless hail of ! :
lead, was as desperate and daneerous . fd rhany of thie
worle as ecan be mmaziheid. Th Vol 1 Wit {
il ; et
(| ] ne | [
{ tl Ma Fhipy
¥ r Crid nd Ih |
| & | I I { 1
l | 133 ek had
| | I ron =
|
l led himself.  Fi £l
| SV s VE T t las ¢
| the hfth n back |
ts 15 every horse had ]
i3 ot | Ve shot down—and the other two
..... ‘ were abandoned to the enemy.
‘as the motilated remmnant of two batterdes of Horse Arttller
tottered throteh the lmé of prone mounted infantery covering its
withdrawal,”™ swrote The Times correspondent. “the men could
nolt restrarn thesr drntration, Thoueh 1t was 1t court death
to show lnd, | t to their feet a { | the sunners
15 thev | [t w 1 memorable pictm t remained
[t 11 | minds I all who I wpon hat  teeribls

scene—the men who had deped death acclaimed by the men

who were defying death, in a spict of exulntion that knew
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The retreat of the guns was covered by the troopers of Roberts” Horse, Rimington's Scouts, the
New Zealand Mounted Infantry, and the 3rd Recular Mounited Intantry,  Thev met with simgnlar
stealdiness and courage the repeated onsets of the Boers, who were constantly srowing in numbers and
daring, and who at tiumes advanced within 300 yards of their opponents,  Here  died Major Booth, of
the Northumbetland Fusiliers, with four men, all of the Regular Mounted Infantev, who would neither
retire nor surrender.  An attempt was made to take the pressure off the retreat by the roth Hupssars
and the Hounsehold Cavalry, who were directed to cross the river by the newly-found drift: the movement,
however, was carricd out but slowly, and wis met with a terrific fire through which the cavaley could not

charge home. ““Horses and riders fell,” says o correspondent with the Boers, © officers leaped to the

Chief mman nnt W nezt B oo i Tait Chiel Comningdusit

ground and shouted encouramement to their soldicss. tien sprang behind rocks and discharmed their core-

rifies into the

bines.  Minutes of agony passed. . Burghers crept atound . . . and eniptied thei

backs ol the cavalrymen, cannon poured shell upon them from three different diteetions. and these men

on the open plain could not ses even 4 trace of Boers 1o fire at,™ The covalry were compelled to

suspend their attack and fall back., The last hape of recovering the lost auns and wareons vamshed ;

bat at ledst the retrewt of the remnant of the eolumn haed been assured, and under a beavy fire Creneral

Broadwood sncceeded reaching Boesman's F‘{'!|‘. where the mounted mfanvey from Bloemfont sinavere

I positi ' to cover his further movements.

e \osses of the column were heavy. for though the killed numbered only 1g; no less than 134 men

Mareover, no waggons and seven of the Horse Artiller 12-patiders
were caplured by the encmy. U Battery had rzz men tissing ;. 0) Dattery 34 killed or woununded and
7 N i=.-i!|:.;l while Rol rts’ Horse lost 22 killed &

treated wath

waere wennded and y25taken prisoners.

rowonnded and 34 nussing. The wounded wene

great kindness and consideration by the Boers, thangh there are storles that the enemy shot



Maxen 31, 1900, Loss of Bloemfonten IWaterworks. 569
down certain of the Kafir wageon

Lt

drivers and some Free State farmers captured with the bageaps,
15 certain  that in the heat of the heht they fired into the midst of the mass

of wageons and
prisoners, thereby Killing or wounding same of their own men.

This may he the foundation for these
reports. The manner in which the enemy got the prisoners and the great bulk of the captured
torce—dor 1n the afternoon General Colvile's
Division arrived. followed by General French with a strong body

wilggons away, i the presence of 4 superior  Britisl
of cayvaliy—was worthy of admiration.
The captives were sent north (o Winburg and thenecs by train forwarded t

(4] 1'[:-'_.;!1,,,
Not less serious than the loss of so many men and auns and

so much transport was the capture
T of the Bloemfontein Waterworks v the Boers.
Y % : They at once, of course, cut off the supply of
f { . water from the Free State capital, and the
British army in th vicinity was compelled

f»'__

Fodo Wangh.

STHOUGH T WAS 10 COURT DEATH TO SHUW A HIND
MEN LEAFL Tdl THEIR FEET AND CHEERED THE GUNNERS
AS THEY PASSED

to fall back upon wells which were neither numerous nor free from pollution. One .1 the i!'.'r'l‘:f.'ll!.l.["
consequences was a terrible Inerease i the I'!'Illl'l'.ll\' ol enteric tever among L
e w‘a.tﬂl‘;llpply conguerars.  The seeds of the malady had heen bhrought from Paardeberg, ..m-l
i before the maonth of April had ended. 2.000 British saldicrs were carrted off |‘-_\
disease, 1t is difficult to explun why so important a point as the Watenworks was not strorgiy
enarded, or why, baving been lost, it was not at once recovered. Its recapture could s arcely have
cost the army as dearly as did the dizense engendered through 1ts loss.
(:-:-l:‘-I:Ll‘L'".lrih- with his men reached the neighbourhood of the disaster dabout 3 pam., same
hours after Broadwood had retired. He had ITT.'I.:I'I.'II'Il fwenty fve miles on bad teacks, buot had he

\ o = e N (. S s and runs.
attacked with vigour there was at least a bare possibility of retaking some of the prisoners and ;
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General French: with his cavalry manesuveed ta th south, as if to torn the Boer position. on th
IKoorn Spruit. Bt the enemy seemed to be in oreat force: they were now estimated by the Britich
generils at 10,000 men—which seems a sreat exacoeration—and nathime was done that day. Only, three
of the Field Batteries opened a long-range fire on the Boer position.  Nest day the igfantry pushed
up the ‘west hank of the Noorn Sprutt, and at cnee the Boers were seen in strength near the
Waterworks.  No [urther action  was attempted.. The ecavalry were recalled, and General Colvile
with his division marched rapidly back to Bloemfontein, leaving behind him the scene of death and disaster
i the ill-fated ditlt of the Kooin, Among the wounded who svere removed by his division was
a Dutel military attaché, Lieutenant Nix. mortally injured in the fislit. He died in British hands.
Even as the Ninth Divisien retired. Tar away on the hills towards Dewetsdorp  could be seen
a large Bogr commands travelline sotuth. whicl indicated that th Lnemy were now suspending their
retreat and assuming the offensive.  What this movement meant was soon made painfully manifest,
OfF the prisoners taken at Koorn
Spruit, Burnham, the American scout,
alone managed to escape.  Feigning to
he wounded in the leg—so as to: lead
his captors to suppose that there was
little misk of his attempting to get away
e obtained a seat in the rear wagoon
of the convoy as it proceeded north un-
der escort; and thoneh he was specially
watched by a bushman, he dropped off
the wageon while his custodian was ]'}I:.'-%_\'
with the-harness of the team ol oxen,
ran to a kopje near at hand and hid in
i drain, where he remained motionless
tor hours, with Bocers constantly passing
near him. At nightfall he started, stoer-
ing by means of the stars. and forty-
eight hours later, having eaten nothing

't

more than a biscuit on the way, reached

General Broadwood's camp.,
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Fhe Boer commando seen towdrds Dewetsdorp, moying sontly, was I.400 strong, and intended.

I co-Gneration with another commancdo, 800 str Ny with six ouns. to uttack a small Brivish force

which had been receivine surrenders i the Dewets-

F dorp district, The British detachment consisted of
three campanies of the Roval Trish
The Boers threaten : : :
Dewetsdorp. Rifles, whicly had left Stnithheld

ot March 2ge and twao COImpPat

m of mounted mtantry.  The latter jeined the Ipish

. 4 . \ Y - 1

X i L, X - Rifles  pnexpe tedly o the evenimg ol April 1, and

. [\T“ ¢ B were at fist tuken for Boers. and all bat fired npon

by the wnfantry.  The detachment belonged to General

Liatacre’s Divisions it had with it no gons: was ont-

le the reach of prompt support ; and 1= said to hav
received ng orders as to what it was to do. Iy com-

mand  was Captain McWhinnie.  On April 1 the

British had entered I wetsdorp and  recenved from
the Landdrost the keys ol the public buildings, thongh
the public records and the arms and ammunition i
the place had been lidden, and soiwere not eaptured.
severdl of the inhabitants took the oath of neutrality,

atid these, like their brethren in misfortumn
at Thaba N'chu and Ladyhrand. had
afterwards to pay dearly for theic belief
in the protecting power of the great British
army. It was, however, supposed by then
that the Buers had finally retired fram
the south-castern corner of the Free State,
and no danger of venseance seems to
have heen :1|1[i¢‘i],'n;t|l':[. News of the affair
at Koorn Spruit had not yet reached the
British commander or the Free Staters.
The same day Captain MeWhinnie tele-
I'_:I':':p}u-ll to General Gatacre that the Boers
had been reported in some foree i the
neiehbanrhood, and about the same time,
it would appear, the general learnt that
there had been a British disastér nem

Bloemfontein, and that the troops east of

the Free State ("-1]|i[il] had fallen back, ON THE WAY TO DEATH .
- i 1 Thie centre fAgure i thi up, In unilorn Fleuwt Nix L I'n | Lt A Ii )
uncovering T‘ll" roads to Lhe south, Accond- mo. disd ot Kooen- Spriit. Op the extromo pghl tire 1s i 1

. Ligival ::m;.'- noch Attachs
imgly, he sent orders to his small detach- 3
. | 4 < chvints: sk vt
maerit to retreat. Fe did not., however. take steps to support 1, t[tr,ul;_.'fl [t was obvious that 1f mignt

be attacked al any moment.
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Captain: McWhinnie received the order to retreat at 3.30 a.m. of April 2, and without any
delay began to move towards Reddersburg and  Betbanie.  The weather was most unfavourable ;
ratty fell in sheets; and on the muoddy roads the teams and horses at once becan to show signs
Slow progress was made, and the force was compelled to encamp east of Reddershure,
t. It was followed by De Wet and the Boers, who kept touch with it,
sight, On the morning of the 3rd the retreat was resumed, when, while

ol exhaustion.

at Kelly's farm, that nigh

though themselves our of
the south of a long line of kopjes at Mozar's Hoek, an ominous cloud of dust was seen
to the north-east. Fire, too, was suddenly opened from the south upon the mounted infantry.  On
this Captain McWhinnie ordered hiz men to seize the long line of kopjes, at either end of which

passing to

was a spur.  The western spur was occupied by the mounted infantry, the eastern spur and the
ridge connecting the two by the Royal Irish Rifles. Under the eastern spur were parked the six
ox-waggons, the water-cart, the two ammunition carts, and the three ambulances which formed
the baggage of the little column.  Almost as soon as this had been done the Boer attack began.

I
began to bombard the kapjes. It was clear from the first that the position was

|

A niflesfire was opened by the epemy upon the eastern and western spurs, and ahout noon a cannon

arrived and

ERS OF THE LADVHRAND M MAN LI

il be notced tiat several ol theee men carry umbrellas a5 well ns ¢lffe

hopeless unless remforcements should arrive.  There was no water. except that m the carts and
im the
De Wet sent in a letter o flag of troce, stating that he had 2200 men and six suns—which seems

n's water-bortles, the enemy were on all sides in superior force, and they had artillery.

to hive been the tmith—and arging surrender to avoid blocdshed. Captain McWhinnie very properly
tore the missive to fragmenis and answered with indiengant refusal.

On this a second zun began to shell the kapjes,  All the afternoon hghting continned. There
was good eover. and the men at the officers’ orders mad the best use of ity so that thes exposed

themselves but little to the enemy’s projectiles.  Neither side; in fact, could see the other. Tl

British fire was cool. slow. and aceurate, under very frying conditions, Towards evening the Boer
shells began to full among the British transport and inflicted some loss. A third piece of artillers
epened aad the shrapnel threw up the stones and dust along the ridee, while the enemy crept closer

and closer, Captain Cassen and  Lieutenant Barclay had dlready been killed s Captains  Dimsdale

and Relly wer severely wounted, bot the losseés otherwise were not serions. Night Sl but no A
coild be lghted, as the enemv shot i dly. wheneyer an Englishman showed. himsell, and the wtinost

vigilance was required to prevent the small furce from being rushed. The men were greatly in want
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of food and water, but, worn out with the strain of a long day’s fehtine, they fell asleep where they

lay. L the darkness the officers held

consultation. A proposal to cut their way =

out was considered and dismissed as  im-

practicable—which it prabably was—and it

MOzaR g HOEK

was decided ta hold on another morning. 3

A brave scout was sent throngh the ERemy s
lines to ask for the prampt r“:%IJII'N']I of
retnlorcements.

At 6 a.m. of April 4, after a Dbitterly

culd and amiserable night, the Boer fre -

commenced.  Figst the
Surrender of Captain = I

McWhinnie's force. 1HHes opened  and then

came the shrapnel, Onee il M=o, 2 : i
! N = TR fiens sEveed by .

i the carly moming the hittle coliimn fancicd 2y == i Mousted Tnfanty AN
that it heard the sound of vollev-firing far ; - “\\‘\ 124
away, whicl could enly proceed from a British SRS - = '..| o e

foree. But, as it listened. the naoise died wwm oo

away and seemed  to have no other origin than the easer fancy of anxious men. A fourth Boer
gun had now opéned fire, and from all sides bullets and shells rained on the crest and spurs held
by the British. Yet so good was the coyer that the losses still continued small.  The eminence held by
the mounted infantry was especially singled out for concentrated fire, and at last the men on it \\'s-r:.‘
farced back. The Boers seized the summit, and from it conld enfilade the long ridge held by the Insh
Ritfles. This marked the end. First one and then another white flag showed ; the Are instantly ceased
an both sides, and 4o5 unwounded British officers and men laid down their arms, Their losses were
anly 12 killed and 35 wounded, or about 10 per cent. of the orginal strength. It was the first time in

1

with such light castalties. There is reason to think that

the war that a British foree had surrender
il only the resistance conld have been protracted by a couple of honrs. relief might have arrived, But
in justice to the men their physical exhaustion and want of food and water shonld be horne in mind.

The reports that the British ammunition had been exhausted do not seem to have been true.
Meantime, where were the supports?  On the afternoon of Aprl 3 Lord Roberts heard that the
detachment had been attacked, and at once tele-

graphed to Geneml Guatacre's
Gatacre's relief foroe

ey headquarters at  Springfontein,

directing him to go to Captain
MeWhianie's aul. At the same time the Cameron
Hichlanders awete sent sonth from Bloemfontein to
Bethanie o cosoperate.  From Springfontein to
Bethanie, the nearest station to Mozar's Foek, was,
however, 35 miles along the ratdway, and  from
}..'lill\‘ll':" to the Foek 13 I:Ii]l“' aver |;_-:[ roads. |T_
wits not therefore wvery ]'!'l'?r.:t’il.' that he would
arcive i fime, everr if he had trains and rolling
stock ready.  Yet, if he had made @ mistake m not
;u:-w-un—[x Stpporting the detachment, he must now
have acted with vigonr, sinee early on' the morming
of the . th his advance guard under Colonel Sitwell
reached Bethanie, and, hearing heavy fmng to the

east, torned an that direction. Colonel Sitwell, on

nearing  Reddersburg, found his  further advance

=
A HAET AT SERINGEONTRIN SFATION burred by a Boer foree on o ling of kopjes. With
I'ne elinptais 35 bamdiog round tex | the men uoe holifing out their : o

sinikbig with this wie of lsppy schioo] Diys this fotce he -\'-'f1;|r|:__;|lf fire |'I'!|>:tt'I_\' the 'u"'“'_\‘s‘
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heard by the detachment at Mozar's Hoek—but as he thought himsell too weak for a frontal attack on
the Boer posttics, attempted to torn the encmy’s northern flank, and was so hotly received that he
had to retire and wait for the main British force. This came up some honrs later, but by this tine
the action at Mozar's Hoek was over, and the noise of battle had ceased.  General Gatacre therefore did
not gu farther than [\‘t'l]l['.'l':\]!lillt:. whichy i entered, and &.]Illll;_'. afterwards evacuatad, as the ENEMY were
showing in strength to the north ol the town. He retived to Bethanie and there remained. protecting
the railway line to Bloemtontein, till some days later he was remoyved from command. 1t has, howeyer,

been sumce dented that he was responsible for the despatch of the derachment to Dewetsdorp, and the

nuitter remains one of  the mnumeralile — - —

mysteries of the war,
With twa remarkable successes to then
credit, the Boers were now  expected to

attack the radlway i
Rundle and Kitchener

guard the railway. soith of Bloemfontein

: in earnest; and egreat
efforts were made to guard against such o
contingency. General  Rundle, with  th
Eighth Division, was hurnied from Konberles
to the south of the Free State. and Lot

Kitchener. who had returned wvictorious from

oo d
every aman  who
k'--ll1=| |n' h||:||"|'-.l
ta this (uarter, te
[Pritect 111 ,|:.|—
nportant line of
cormmuanreation
upon  which  the
very  existence  of
thesrnny ut [3laern-
fontein depended.
Bt as a matter of
fact fhe [Buiers
showed  a  great

vant of strategic

DR CONAN DOYLE, THE CREATOR OF SH1 HOLAMES EN L SICK CANATIANS 1IN 1Il:—-i‘.:}]l 4l |}1‘;.-

B HOUSE
. critical  juncture.

Instead of making a determined effort against the ralway, the voturned aside too attuck a small force
of Colomal troops from General Brabant's Division which had peenpied Wepener.  This town livs
8o, miles by road from Aliwal North, on the pastorn confine of the Free State, and close to Jammers-
berg Drift, where is ai mportant bridge over the Caledon River,

Fhe British foree at Wi pener was r.boo strong. under Colonel Daleery, Tt eonsisted of detacliments

of the 1st and 2nd Brabant's Horse, Cape Monnted Rifles, Raffrarian Rifles, Driscoll's Scouts, Royal

= Seots Mounted Infantry, and Roval Engineers, and had with it seven gnns, two of
British occupy . T o 1 1
Wepener. which were 7-pounder muzzle loaders, two naval 1 -"F""”"l' rs, twe fAeld  artill ry

15-pounders, and one Hotehhiss ted-pounder quick-firer.  The first British detach-

ments entered Wepener on March 2q, and subsequently the rest of the force followed in its tread. The



75

L

APRIL 1-0, 1000.] Position of the Camp at | Vepener.

inhabitants gave the newcomers a hostile and sullen reception. Qn April 1 the enemy were raported

by scouts in spme strength to the north ; on the morning of the 4th two German officers rode up to

the British outposts with a Hag of truce and asked

=]

to see the officer commanding, who at that time

was Major Maxwell, Calonel Dalgety not vet having
arrived.  The messengers were  blindfolded  and
taken into the village, when a letter was produced
couched in the following terms: “ 1 am here with

a few thousand burghers, and in the cause of

humanity, to prevent such terrible slanghter as
oceurred in our last battle at Thaba N'ehu, [ ask
your immediate surrender.—Banks, General.” Major
Muxwell refused to return any reply to this effusion,
and, by way of bantering the German emissary,
asked whetlier it was not really General Banks
who wished to surrender to the British.

On April 5 Driscoll's Scotts came into contact

with the main body of the enemy 15 miles north
- = : + . CAaM ) THE QX FORDS tE YEOMANRY WITH THE

of Wepener, and carried off eight Boer prisoners, G THE LS MBOMANRYRPLR L

T . - FRIESEA COLLTMN.

Next day Captain Driscoll was attacked when out

reconnoitrmy, but by fine management got his men away i the face of a vastly superior force. All

preparations for a stubborn defence were made.  The camp was moved three miles to the north of

Wepener, where it rested on the south wpon the Caledon, on the cast upon a series of kopjes facing

_|:1l'|||m-t'.~.in-|‘_l,: Mountain, and on the north upon another series of kopjes. Only on the west was it
open to easy attack. Schanzes of boulders were constructed, the area enclosed belng about three miles
by one mile; trenches were also dog where they would prove most serviceable, and where the ground
permitted digging. On the western front the pick of the force —the Cape Mounted Rifles and Driscoll’s

Sconts—were stationed to meet the expeeted onset,
Not ontil April g did the Boers begin the siege, though on the Sth rockets were seen to thie
north and the Boer patrols closed in npon the camp. At ga.mc on the gth the whole force was
called to arms: little more

than an hour
The camp -

besieged. later a shell
fell in the
lines, A small party of

men at Wepener had to
ride for their lives and
were all but cut off from
the AP s thie Tdoers
npproached.  The encmy
last notime indeve ]-ll-:ll'_:
the attack. Gunafter Lun
opened fire till there were
five pieces of artillery and
a ' Pom-Fom ™ in action
awainst the western front.

Iheir riflemen, too, puired
|

i1 a hail of bullets at long
ranee,  and  the Cape

Mounted Rifles, w ho bore

the brunt of the onset,

wert hard put to it to hold

Jo 0 Ehornaiy, |

A RIDE FOR LIFE AT WEEENER
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their own.  Driscoll's Seouts, who had hitherto been acting as 4 reserve, were sent in to their relief,
They lost heavily. So terrible was the fire of the Boer :lr[illv!‘_\‘. and so well directed, that in the

earlier hours of the day it seemed as if the defence could not be made

good. The great ironstone boulders of which the schanzes were built were
hurled and splintered i all directions, and under the rain of bullets the
damage done could not be repaired. Fortunately for the British garrison,
the enemy could not see or ascertain the effects of their fire,
and, after their invarable fashion, relaxed its vohemence at the
most critical moment. Fortunately, too, the British guns were
able to put in some good work and presently disabled a Boer
weapon.  Two attempts were made by the enemy to move three
guns toa position which would have enfiladed from the south
the western line of defences, but the accurate fire of the British
guns and rifless on each oceasion drove them Back. At dusk,
after a terrible day, the fight ended. The casualties were lieavy
y — It killed and 41 wounded.  As the men were eating their
suppers in the darkness, and as the ambulances were recovering
the wounded, two more shells were fired by the Bocrs into the
camp, one of which killed a man.
. - e S Unceasing efforts were made that night by the weary men
AN ARMOUKER AT WoOR ]‘]:I.A“:.;_.__;-; v rrLe. 1o improve the defences. More boulders were tolled up ard
' placed 1 the schanzes, and the trenches were deepened.  The

cnemy on their part were not inactive. The cuns to the south were protected by it strong breastwork,
and at dawn of April 10 apened an enfilading fire on the western front. To build traverses aned build
them quickly—was all important for the besieced. Accordingly, blankets and greateoats were flled
with earth, and, thus converted into sandbaes, were placed every thirty feet to eateh and stop the

raking fire of shrapnel. At the same time the 7-pounders and naval 1z-pounders oot to work to

iy, =H L "ot 1 ' X - . . . ; .
knock out ™ the Boer guns, and did succeed in keeping their fire down. In the course of ihe after-

noon the ammunition of the men lining the western defences was exhausted, and in offorts ta bring

up a fresh supply from a store eighty yards to the rear, six out of eight men were shot down. including

the gallant Major Sprenger, who persisted in standing erect in the open, superintending the work.
Night fell—a night brightened only by the fitful beams of the new moon—when the firing of shots

in the Boer lines sugeested that an attack was impendine.  Ammunition  was issued in aimple
l[]]ll‘.[ili".‘ he = ! ardine - Ster ; i u arfies " ), .
Resanlb epuliad, ] es !|‘1 th men gharding the western front, and parties of the Cagu
Mounted Rifies and Driscoll’s Scouts crawled out on either flank of that front, o

as w be in position to enflade any
assanlting force.  Then suddenly from

the front came the heavy roar of a rapid

usillade, and a large force of Boers
showed against the sky line not 300 yards
away. They were 300 strone. and had
sworn to fight their way into Wepener

or die. Tl]t-’) advancerd quick rushes,

i alternate sections. the advancing see-
tions covered by the rapid fire of the
others. But the men they were fichting

were cooler and more determined than

themselves. The C tpe Rifles and Driscoll’s

S ] - [ AMBULANCE CART
=sconts, fine shots to 4 man. fired with HhacE s ekies 1 thi

r peapl Phis cary strayed into Dewesdory swhilat aat
no b hids oF the Liriel,

terrible =ffect “into the brown® of the
advancing body. Now the enemy were so close that words of command and vaths in English and

Dutch could be heard; now the British rifles grew hot with the ripidity of the magazine fire, and
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men Lstened in the din for the order to use the cold steel.  Bul once more the superiority of a defensive

fight was to be demonstrated : thirty yards from the schanzes the crowd of assailants  melted

halted, fell prone; and then one by one the Boers fled for their lives, covered by the fire of their

marksmen.  The British, from their weakness in numbers, dared not venture forth and charee But
sharge.

the assault had been completely, rumnously repulsed.

The Boer losses in this desperate affair are not known. Probably they were between 100 and
200 i by the British they were placed at 8oo: but this i certainly an l:-,\:..lg;_r-‘r;.ui\m. Still, at such close
quarters was the fight, and so exposed were the cnemy in their advance to storm the works, that
they must have suffered terribly. The British lost only 8 killed and 30 wounded, having the immense
advantage of good cover,

During the next few days the Boers began
the systematic construction of trenches and
: arallels, under shelter  of
Closer investment, i : :

night, working slowly to-
wards the British lines.  Nothing could be

done to prevent this slow approach, but a steady
fire was maintained upon the Boer sap, and it
15 probable that the enemy lost considerably in
their work., The British troops, oheying strict
arders, never exposed  themselves, and suffered
but hittle. Unhappily, the enemy's unaimed fire
played on the building used as the hospital, and
killed three men in or near it, wounding six
others. On Apnil 12 one of the British 15-pounders
placed several shells in a farm to the north of
the lines, where a large party of Boers had been
seen, and caused the enemy so much annovance
that they attemped to capture the gun on the
night of the 12—23th. A general advance began
under cover of darkness, but, prabably cowed Iy
their losses on the night of the great attack,

the Boers did not push home the assault. The

main body never got within 750 yards, and the

affair resulted in nothing more than a heavy

exchange of fire on either side, [

[Prata by Healey, Oueensiowm.

As the Boer parallels drew nearer, the
COLONEL PALGETY
Is the second son of the law
ton College, and e ther
He left the Army i
He took part |
b the pas four
i Hesir o
y his manceovring thie o f
chit, and later on by his gallant ¢

garrison was eager to sally out and use the

havonet. But Colonel Dal-
Bufferings of the )

garpison gety, who combined in an

eminent degree caution and
bravery, would not allow this; the besiesed
force ’wu.s too small to run any serious risks. He was in communication with Lord Roberts by
way of Maleteng in Basutoland, with which place he constantly exchanged signals, and had good
1'('»:1;;[_”1 to think that relief would arrive before the sap could approach too closely for safety. The
enemy, though maintaining an intermittent bombardment, no longer attacked with the old wvigour.
The sufferings of the garrison, however, in this period were severe.  As 1 Cronje's i;i.’-l.::(.'I" at
Paardeberg, there had been a large number of horses and oxen with the column, and these were killed
by the Boer long-range fire, when their caicasses, in so small and confined an area, polluted the
air. Only fourteen oxen were left in the camp, and but 15 per cent. of the horses; the others had
either been killed, and now lay putrefying in the sun, or had strayed into the Boer lines. E\Iurcft'w{-l'.
food was short. Dalgety's devoted Colonials had started the siege with only four d'.l}":‘-i rations,
and had been compelled, when these were exhausted, to feed uvpon trek-ox or horse. Under the
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rircumstances their endurance was remarkable; not many davs had passed, before, from the bad
sanitary conditions prevailing and the extreme monotony of the diet, almost every member of the
qarrism‘;] was visited by a more or less mild form of dysentery. Yet, so splendid was the spirit of
;'.hc men, so resolute their determination not to give in to their maladies, that not one soldier went
into haospital, invalided by sickness, There was no malingering : not even Cronje’s stubborn burghers
surpassed in resolution these officers and privates of English and Colonial birth and training. And if
the British had not to face the ternble fire of the 5-and 6-inch howitzers and 4°7-inch guns, they had
to endure steady bombardment by nine field-picces and two “ Pom-Poms,” without any such shelter
as the bed of the Modder afforded at Paardeberg.

But now ta the south and north-west heliographs began to twinkle, and the garrison at last obtained

palpable evidence of approaching relief.  British colwmns appeared to be converging from all sides, and

hope ran high that the
Boers might find that
they had exchanged

Final attack
repelled.

the dle of would-be captors for prisoners.
Az ve, however, they gave no sign of
alarm.  Their sap continued to approach,
till on April 2o it was within 160 vards
of the western defences. With determi-
nation on their part, an assault should
pnow have proved successful. The sound
of guns on all sides and the advance of
the British relief columns  precipitated
their attack. The Beer [orce round the
camp now mustered about 7,000 men.
On the morning of April 21 a heavy
fustllade was apened from ten of the Boer
guns and * Pom-Poms " upon the weak
western front of the eamp.  For three-
quarters of an hour the artillery preparation
continued, but then, instead of the whale
Boer strength advancing to the assault,
only a couple of hundred men left the
nearest parallel,  Such an attack inspired
no terror in Colonel Dalgety or his battle-
tried Colonials.  They poured a terrific
fire upon the storming party, and in less
than a minute drove it back to the carth
from awhich it had sprung. Never was
there s more complete and miiserable

fasco. The rest of the day passed in

l e A
[T T E— ‘%1&:1' 'f
2 noeA Guns Of e
b -
.’ & OIR QUM /
/
/
Reference.
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Come.
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SIEGE OF WEPENER.
Plan of Operations, April jth. to z4th. 1900.

Walkier 2 Cork byt

the usual exchange of long-range fire, but the Boors had

made their last effort and failed, None the less; the close prosimity of the enemy in a SHPEriarity

of at least six to one caused some unrest in the gartison, and 4he question of falling back some
hundreds of yards was debated. But before a decision had been reached, on the night of the 24th,
the patrols to the north-east of the camp heard the sound of waggons and large bodies of men moving

along the road whicly skirts the Basuto frontier.

With  dawn it was seen that the enemy were

undoubtedly in retreat. In the British camp only two rounds of astillery ammunition remained, and
though these two shots were at once fired, the guns conld not effectually harass the retreat.  Eighteen
of Driseoll’s Scouts, however, were allowed to sally forth an the last serviceable horses, and these
captured two prisoners and two waggon-londs  of ammunition, Thus ended a memorable defence,
most honourable to Colonel Dalgety and his Colonials. The total British casualties numbered 33 killed
and 132 wounded, but this figure did not intlude the slightly wounded, of whom there were at least
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another 50, In recogniticn of the gallant and skilful conduct of all concerned, Lord Roberts addressed

special thanks and

R

congratulations  to
the garrison, and
promised its mem-
bers a special
medal.

Cn Apnl 25 a
British column

Hme  in

Arrival of '

relief  sicht to
columns, thesouth
of the town, and
a few hours later

anather to the

south-west.  But it
VISITORS. 1N GAMP AT BETHULIE : :

IS NOW timnme to turn
to the measuvres taken by lLord Roberts for the relief of the place, and to explain how and whence

|l|l':'~'l'i'i'llll'llllhl'_'llll’-'. AS 8001 as ”Il (-HTIIII].'HIIIT'I"

in-Chief learnt the phight of Wepener, he ordered LT |
the new Eighth Division, ander General Rundle, % * . —ﬁ
to concentrate at Springlontein. while fifty miles 257 -
to the north the Third INvision, under General ’E,Lr..l

Chermside, who had 1'1'[1|:|t'|'|1 General Gatacre, il
assembled at Bethame.  Upon Bethulie General .
Flart withh the Irish Bricade [rom Natal was
directed, and General DBrabant with all those
af his Colonial Division who were not besieoed

i Wepener, assembled at IRonxville Hither

General Hart marched to join him. The first
moyes directed by Lord Roberts had 1 view
merely the reliel of Wepener, and not the capture
of the Boer force besieging it \acordingly,
General Rundle was ordered to procead north
to FEdenbure and then to strike ecastwards to
Wepener, throngh Reddersburg and Dewetsdaorp,

Il

while CGenerals Hart and Brabant advanged north

from Rounsville. General Rundle was reinforeed

as his division was not yet complete—hby troops
|-|".-:|' {||-1|'-|';|', (-||l'1ll!3-|-]l'- l--||||J||.]t'|, ol |r'\'
.00 Yeomanry and  mounted infmtey tnder
General  Brabazon. Without encountering any
serions opposition Rundle pushed throueh Ked-
dersbure, and on April 19 was at Oorlogs Poort,
seventeen miles from Dewetsdorp.  Next day he
came mte contact with the enemy.  The Yeo-
manry  advanced, found the DBoer position

covering Dewetsdorp, and seized and held a

e B grvptin
commanding kopje under a heavy * Pom-Pom il T
firee. In front of this lur:ﬁ!lll-l]' the column \\'Ilifl"l .‘I;:”';I',_-“.! hat
1 . ariel e sl o
all the z1st, to concentrate and permit the e w i
o e " srd Diy

el

oth Brigade, which had had to cover more  Ciew
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ground, to reach the scene of action. The mounted men in the interval worked round the southern
flank of the Boer hine, but when the enemy saw that the Briash infuntry were not  following and
supporting, they at once delivered a counter-attack and pressed the horsemen hard. mflicting some

loss on them. On this occasion, for the second time, Mr. Winston Churchill, then e ing as corre-

spondent with the column, had a marvellous escape. Half-a-dozen Boers opened fire upon him not
120 yards away;: his horse took fright and galloped off; and had not a devoted scount sfospel and
given him a stirrnp, he must have been captured or shot down.

The enemy’s position had now been fully located, and it was determined to attack it next day.
Liut in the night armved orders from Lornd Roberts not to press the Boers as yef, since new movements

were in progress. designed to cut off and capture the enemy's force at Wepener.
Plans for capturing

In the course of this night an unfortunate incident happened, as thirty-fAve nien
the Boer force. Y ' : e P b 3 ’

of the Worcestershire Resiment i the darkness blundered into the enemy's lines

and were captured. The fresh eolumns put in motion from Bloemfontein were as falloys :—General

F T

whe!

P {iier g phoiursa
CONSTRUCTING THE DEVIATION RAHAWAY NORTH OF HET
fonoer Iment—the farter a b
1%, the broken.op sillvway line

lan Hamilton, who after the relief of Ladysmith had been summoned by Lord Roberts e
command in the west, with 2.000 monnted infantry, was to strike eustwards and threaten ot once the
Waterwo
batteries of Horde Artillery, was ta march past Leeuw Kop,
himself on the Boer line of retreat finally, General Pole-Carew, with the newly-formed Eleventh Division,

s and the Boer retreat; General French, with his two bricades of cavalty amd several

and, then, striking dne east, to plice

consisting of the Guards' Briecade and the 18th Brigade, remforced by the 41 Mounted Infantry
Corps and the 4th Cavalry Brigade, was to advance down the road from Bloemfontein to Dewetsdorp,

mamtaining touch with General Rundle on his right and General Frencli on his left.  The monnted

% . o & g 2 - . - s g | L
idantry of his force on April 22 attempted to turn a formidable Boer position at  Lecuw Kop, but

here, as in the case of the Yeomanry at Dewetsdorp, were compelled by the stout resistance of the
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LIEUT-GENERAL SIR HENBY MACLEOQOD LESLIE RUNDLE,

Commands the LEighth Division, South Africa Field wrce.  He was borg | 0
Craptadn, KN, and wa {1 at the Royul Military Acadeainy, Woolwich ; entered the
tHRg: Colonal, 18gy: Major-General, 896, He served In the Zuly War of 18550 with w
(taking part in the delo of Pochefiroom); In the Egvptian War of 18820 10t

the Sudan Frontier Field Force as Assistant-Adjutant-teneral, and for his services hie
1880 served with the Dongoli Expeditionury Foroe under Sic Ho Ritchener in General for
services in the fis {e was Geperal of Communloatione doring the aperation il of the Stal

S.E. Disteiot, 18g8-n.
Boers to awail the arrival of the infantry, During the night of the 22nd, however, the enemy withdrew
most of their force, and next day General Pole-Carew's men carried the position magnificently, with the

25
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trifling loss of two killed, twenty wonnded, and two missing, and this in spite of an unlucky misunder-
standing which deprived the foree of the best part of its artillerss  The manner in which the infantry
when attuckine the heweht availed themselves of cover, was particularly poticeable, and, no doubt,

wounted for the smallness of the casualty list.  Meantime, General PFrench swept round Leeunw
sup to the south. On the 2gth the advance continued, the chief feature being constant skirmishing
with small parties of Boers who hung on the flanks of the Brtsh and caused some trouble.  Thew
repeatedly fired upon the scouts and reconnoitring poarties from farms fying the white flag, and
at last, proveked by these outrages, General Pole-Carew gave onders that a farm belonsing to o
Buer named Richter should be Durnt.  Unfortunately, it would seem, in somoe other cases the occu-

nts were innocent @ they had made their submission, and to panish them, their own counteymen
wantonly fired from their windows, anticipating the result, and then made cood their escape.  Such

dents will alwilys occur in a war of this kind; they are. probably, unavoidable, but that does
not render them the less melancholv. On this particular occasion no doubts could arise, and

Richter and his brother were arrested for their treacherous action.

: e (irag 1t grv (LTIt w Hovrs, aven when () pems fvir
wlilt : T, hocama prevalent ot stemer o wiere forocd wpon th vdar W
TR M ol Gt Birmy anul Ul contents con I fx of bl fage, = P which it

il thetex-Fresident venger repoatod [y endeavoured 1o make capital in hi il

On the 24th General French, who had turned off too moeh fa the cght, found himself it

Dewetsdorp, where he was speedily joined by General Rundle, from whose front all opposition Tl
Fruitless pursuit. lted.  Unfortonately they made no * bag ™ of Boers, and the whale series of

operations miscarried, if its purpose was to capture the cnemy. On  April 23
Commandant-General Louis Botha had reached Dewetsdorp and, realising the extreme danger of the
situation, had ordered a zeneral Boer retreat. [t was only just i time. By the skin ol their teeth
the Hoers from Wepener and Dewetsdorp succeeded in getting away to Thaba N'ehn and Ladylicand

with all their guns, stores, and wageons. As soon as Lord Roberts heard of their retreat, he directed
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General French to give chase, with all possible specd.  Early on April 2

started for Thaba Nichu. But his h

the Boers rode light

5. accordingly, Genes il French

Hsemen wiere heavily laden and did ot know the country well

and e every foot of i ; —_—
the ground. The pur-
S I'.‘lr|, therefore, no
result. Forthwith
Creneral  Paole - Carew
was recalled 1o Blogm-
fontein to take part in
the advatce aon Krooti-
stad, arid Creneral
Rundle was eharged
with the task of pro-
tecting  the extremo
British right by oper-
ating in the direction
of Thaba N'chu and
Ladybhrand. His
mounted men under
General Brabazon were
seht to Wepener to

bring awiy the garrison

as soon as Dalgely's

men.  could  be  re- COMMANDANT-GERERAL LOUIS BOTHA AND MRS, BOTHA

mounted.  which was
speedily accomplished by the purchase of ponies and horses in Basutoland—and to open communications
with General Brabant.  When Brabazon had done his work he returned by way of Dewetsdorp to

Thaba N'chu, on his way rescuing a convey fromm attack by the enemy.
General Tan Hamilton, whose operations have not vet been detailed, left Bloemfontein on April 22
with 2,000 mounted infantry and a battery of Horse Artillery. On the 23rd he reached the
- all-important Waterworks,

Ccxamined
Recovery of
Bloemfontein
Waterworks. them wenkly

them, found

held, and

made himself master of
them with little difficulty,
the same time scizine
Straciian’s Drift over the
Modder. [his done |
asked reinforcements,
the enemy appeared to

be in [owrce on the hills
to the east, and baoth
bricades of the Ninth
Division were sent to his
assistance; Counting little

danewhile anght remaimned

to co, he now asked per-
IMsson o ]"'-‘l' pastwards

e to Thaba Nichun., Leave

THE BUSINESS SIDE OF WAR
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to act thus was granted, and he was given General Ridley’'s Brigade of Mounted Infantry, General
Smith-Dorrien’s Brigade of Infantry (the 1g9th), and two Field Batteries, as well as a Horse Battery,
for the work. ©On April 25 he began to march eastwards along a road bordered on either side, north
and south, by high ridges. Six miles west of Thaba N'chu the road was barred at Isriel's Poor
by a series of rocky kopjes at right angles to and connecting the parallel ridges north and south.
On these kopjes and on the northern ridge the enemyv were presently located in considerable strength.

To capture the position by a frontal assault was not to be thoucht of, after the Field Marshal's
general order forbidding such exhibitions of energy.  The Canadians were, therefore, deploved in
front of the row of kopjes with Marshall's Horse on their flank, They worked forward to a distance
of 800 yards from the

Boer position. Then
General  Smith-Dor-
rien, with the Corn-
walls. Shropshires, and

Gordons advanced

alone the northem
bl iL|;.;&'. r?ull|‘1]1n'al'tt.'tl }J_\' the
fre of the two  bat-
teries, Finally, the
maounted infantry made

a wide sweep back-
wards, crossed the
ridge, at a point where
it was not held;, by a
nek, and struck at the
enemy's line of retreat.
e It'*'.l:]‘.'t-! this ad-
mirably executed turn
g movement  was
seen at once.  As soun
as the mounted in-

fantry had made good

progress  the Boers

bolted, and the kopjes Presilent. Kruger ctor Heyman: Commisstoner Bredoll
were occupied by the 0% THE STOEP OF THE PRESIDENTS HOUSE AT PRETORIA
Canadians and Mar- g ]

Liogtor Héymane 18 & Dutch physlelan of some repute in the Nellerlands, 5le has (aken no |l|-: in polities, but Mr
shalls Orse ' sruger chose him n few yiurs ago te act a8 bis body physicinn and oculis diell was formerly in (e
shall’'s Horse, “Il[ll th Transvial Pallee 1ce. and had influence in government eirele with plausible; ngreeable
II'ZHi]IL' ]“._h "l_ twents minners, und u ‘moderate in polities, he may have ox . 1 hriger
killed and wounded. Ihaba Noche was entered the same night without further resistance, and

there on the next day General Frenech arrived. The enemy still held the heights

Entry into Thaba == 5 i 1 . -
yN'Chu. if Thaba Nchu mountain, a lofty and broken ridee which rises north of the town

and runs generally east and west. To dislodge them was necessary, us a forther

advance was impracticable till they had been forced to retreat.

On April 26 the mounted nfantry seized a point near the western end of the ridge known as
Kitchener's-Horse  Hill, fram  the regiment selected to occupy it: but at nightfall, being much
“somiped.” they abandoned it, and, retiring, were hotly attacked by the Boers.

hgr::;]::;ﬁ; ;E_T:!;:i They beat off the attack with the loss of a dozen men and _|'|-,|l Fred '-:11I|:!_‘-'. I'1]|e
Blesnpeasanes of s firing, however, and vague reports that they were cut off led General French to
Gordons, il .--|r-'1I:".| the Gordons to their |n']];_ and this battalion had a disagrecable—if not

a dangerous—experience. It lost itsell in the darkness. wandered off, and was

lost by the army, so that nothing more was heard of it till late next dav, and some fear was felt

that it had been captured, On the 27th operato against Thaba Nehu Mownntam were reswmed,
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General Smith-Dorrien seized Kitchener's-Horse Hill, supported by a turning movement

df .li 151 tll
B(Jl‘ I'i( I]t. 'I'] I as ‘X f ir i H {0 B I_ 11 . :
- = WILICTL AVAS eXel L]l"'” }J\' hl' i te ”Iji.l” b ‘!I [Jlflll.‘ ll ]\ l” | I.Jll"' e

Then General

g _ » Dickson, with the

Fourth  Cavaley
Brigade, made hjs
Wity dCrass the
ridge, to the east
of Kitchener's-
Harse - Hill, and
descendad to the
other side. At
the outset General
Gordon, with the
Third Cavalry
Brigade, had been
despatehed toturn

the Boer left, and

] aAct |

i |I v \!

ring themin npo
the enemy’s rear, on open ground, where they would be able 1o chare i eut up the retreating
Boers. General Rundle's troops, tired with bard marching, wese set the task of lnking these wid
movements and demonstmiting agamst the Boer front.

On the British lelt evervthing went like clockwork. ]\':.iul'-.'-- Maounted I[nfantey and Dicksor
Cavalry  descended mnto the :.'-'.iJI| to the north of the ridee, and besan to work alon eastward

; to a corrie in the northern side of the mountidins, where the Boer laavers we
i supposed to lie.  As they did so, a few Boers galloped north-westwards, seized
an tselated kope on
the Hank of the [ - e

Brtish advince, and

opened  hre. There

15 45 vet no sign of
Cooneral Gordon. bt
liopes ol enye |l']‘i|'_Lj |

laree part ol thi

Cremy’s [t ran
gt Ciencral  Tan
Hamilton pushed his
tired) infantry  cast

wards along the ridoe,
when suddenly  cami

ad surprise.  taor-
lan's  cavalry should
v SWeEpt round thi

Pover left, and  when

from that guarter
i MANDEERIN

the held a mass «

[, 000 NS e e n 3 lori e
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advanced with order and precision, it was, with good reason, ar hrst taken for the expected Dol y
of Bratish troops.  Bat it proved, mstead, to be o mass of Boers, who specdily  proceeded to attack
Dickson and Ridlev, and threatened to cut them off in theit turn. As o matter of fact, Gordon had
found the enemy too strong, and had not been able to force the requived passage.  The British plan

had therefore fuled ; it now remained to  extricate the forces engaged.  This

Skilful withdrawal. W, : i
wis  accomplished by the skill and coolness of the officers and men, Dot

several carts belonging to the Fourth Cayalry Brigade were taken by the enemy. The casualties wire
absurdly small: only abour a dezen men were placed hors de combat on the British side. In view of
the fact that all the dispositions made assumed the Boer strength to be but 2,000, and that it proved

lo b at least booo in reality, the British

force may be smid to have come off [wirly
well Trom tlns affair, Moreover, after
the skirmish the Boers [l back, ani
abandoned the mountam.  All was now
clear for the advance n this quarter.
Turning to other felds of the war,

i the Kimberley region, loord Methuen

early in March occupied Boshof, a small place to th

north-east of Kimberley. There he placed a detachment

Aibeink i s the znd Yorkshire I.i;lu Infantry, who were later relieved by half the 3ed South
Boshof. Wales Borderers—a militia battalion. It seems to have oceurred to the Boers.

after the convoy affair, that this detachment offered 2 favourable opportunity for

another surprise.  Accordingly, Colonel de Villebais-Marenil. with the Evropean [egion and 2
commando of Boers, moved towards Boshof, and drew up claborate plans for the capture of the
village and its garrison.  * \Whateyer happens,” ran the instructions issued by the French filibuster,

&t - assallante shonld remembier £ X
the assailants shonld remember that their morale is crushing, and that, even i the cise of retreat
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being necessary, they have every facility i the durkness for gauning their horses and depirting.”

L.I!!I.‘I|I[rl|:..' for li'll‘ success of this expedition, native scouts ebserved it in can poat the farm of Twe
fontein, eight miles south-cast of Boshof, and informed Lord Methuen
of its presence on April 5. Scemingly withoit the knowledge of the
]'nvl'rr, ]!r' il.‘lr| ill-[ :1:'Ti’.'L'<| | }_'.uslml' witl ;ll=(.llll 2000 "I- T|“, \'- amaney,
Kimberley Mounted Corps, and Royal Artillery. e at once mu\-_.-.-i
out  to  Tweefontein, and presently  located  the enemy on a kopj
some miles off. The Boer commando had discr etly retired, Tt ;.n
least the * Forcign Legion ™ remained, though it was only sixty-ejehi

men steong.  The British foree opened ont, pushed forward its fanks,

and surropnded the kepje.  Then the Yeomanry dismounted and
biegan o advance under a smart fire.  For two hours skirmishing
continued, termmated only. by the boom of the Botich field anns,
which opened fire as soon as their front was clear. Three shrapne!
were discharged with perfect accuracy, and on this the white fax

appeared on the kopje. The Yeomanry stood up and rushed in o

take the prizaners, when a rifle cracked on the kopje and the gallant

Lo &y Hd ST

Captain Cectl Doyle fell dewd.  The man wha had killed him was CAP

instantly shot and the survivors were caprured.  The unwounded
numbered ffty-four: cight had been killed, and six wounded. The British loss was in all fonr killed
and seven wounded.  Villebois-Marem!'s body was among the dead: some say that he had fred the
treacherous shot in ignorance that the white flag was flving. He was buried that night. and over
his grave Lord Methuen erected a monument. With the “ Foreign lLegion™ was captured a cart
contaiming dynamite and engineers’” tools, whenee it was supposed that Villebois-Mareuil intended,

after the capture of Bpshof, to push south

[ |  and cut the Kimberley mailway. Unbiappily

for him and his comrades, he found him-

self the trapped, instead of the trapper.
From Bashof Lord Methuen pushes

ut north-eastwards to Zwartkopiesfonten
bt only to be or back somt VS
later: On his way back be had a sharp

brush with the DBeoers, who attacked s
column while on the march, an  Apnil

Lt were I'lg“'ii—'"ll with seme  diffienliy.

The British loss was twentv mén, ol whon

hawever, only two were killed, The Doers

were some hindreds strong, with fin ns
under the younger Cronje, son of il
Paardebers soldier.

The burlesque rebellion among  th

poar farmers and the mean whites of
North-Western  Cape

Disturbance in the ( lonv. which  broke
North West of Cape )

1 v Prieska and
Golony: out in the Prieska and

Carnarvon districts, was
rapidly and effectually suppressed by Lord
Kitchener in March, with a force largely
comsisting of Colonials and City Impenal
Volunteers. The: Boeer invaders had given

out the false report that Lord Roberts had

heen surtounded and his army destroyved

AN IMPERIAL YEOMANRY ROUGHRIDER.
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at Jacobsdal, and so ignorant were the Dutch of these districts that the [fable was believed. The British

troops, however, speedily

overran the country,
occupying  Kenhardt,
Prieska, and Van Wyk's
Vley, but the greater
part of the Boers and
many of the rebels suc-
ceeded in making good
their escape.

Amonyg  the blows
which the Boers suos-
tained in  March was
the death of General

A GROUE OF ClLV s: UNNS OF
COURT CY¥CLISTS.

Joubert.  The Comman-

dant-General had  been

ailing in health
Death of

Joubest. {or manths,

and 1t 15 pos-
sible  that the mental
chagrin caused by - the
\"-|11p|ut=: failure of his
aperdations in Natal ag-
aravated his malady.  He
died on March 27, re-

sretted, perhaps, most of

CYCLISTS 1IN CAMP: =P NG THEIR MACHIXES g 4
. 5 IN CAMP: REPAIRING THEIR MACHINF . all by the British. against
The eycle and the rond-locomoiive have both boon Lareely dsed i this war, for (he fiest time, aod both have Tully = $
ustifisd thelr inclysion in the Army's equipment. dn a land whers the mortality dueng horses has been so greal, “-]“”” h,_- ]]-1(1 f| .”uht b“t
i i,

the ever-ready cycle has been of great value.
who  could 1 spect his

many noble qualities. He had been against the war from the hret, considering the British demands
reasonable. He was succeeded by Louis Botha, as the Bogr Commander-in-Chiefl.  One other internal
Boer event in this period demands notice: this was the explosion at the ammunition factory which
had been improvised in Begbie's Works at Johannesburg, on April 24. It was at first ascribed to
British treachery, but was really due to accident and gross carelessness.

BEGBIE'S FOUNDRY AND ENGINEERING WOUKS, |OHANNESBURG, AFTER THE EXPLOSION.
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OFFICERS OF THE MAFEKING RELIEF COLUMN =irll.

T voiss [lelt do-thelit) Major K eri Davis (Imperial Light Foeree) Stajer | n-Pewell tintelli

1 ’ (Transport), Coptain Pedkman (Kimbecler Corpsl, Prines Alesinder of :
Second row Captain Dianaldso: (Iniperial Llght Horse), Captain Mexwell €k imbesloy Gornet, Colofe

Colonel Ldwird eriul Tight Horsel, Capuiin Bell-Smyvth (Brigdde-Major, Cipe

Dottom row; Captaln Ker (eomunamding Infanry detacliment), Str Jabn Willoaghby (1,446

Dipartment), Coplain Smyth (Galloper), Capraly Du Plat Tay

Unpiain Bobinson, B
b A5:C

¢ himberley Cor
Imperial Light §
5, 1150, (Chief of

nteillzgence

CHAPTER XXV,
THE RELIEF QF MAFEKING.

The Relief Force and its commander— Rapid advance of the Column—Haltat Vivhiure—The vounger Cronje across the line
of advance—Cilonel Rhwdes' ingenions message—Skirmish with the enemy—unction with Colonel Plumer's force—

Artillery fight - Cranje outwitted-

Ihe reliel effveted.

S Lord Roberts” army moved out of Bloemfontein on that great march to Pretoria,

which it will be our business to record i a succecding chapter, a small column in
the western field of war struck north from Kimbedley upon an

The Relief Force and

i h et even more arduous and incaleulably maore dangerons enterprise

the relief of Maleking., Colonel Mahon, an officer of Egyptian

renown, was in command, and with him rode a force of picked men. There were

goo selected troopers of the Imperial Light Horse—the salt and fower of South

1, Irish, and Roval

Africa—and of the Kimberley Mounted Force, roo infantry from the Scoteh, Wels
(English) Fusiliers of Barton’s brizade : four guns of M Battery of Horse Artillery ; two ** Pom-poms ™
three Maxims; and last, but not least, 55 waggons laden with forage and supplies for the long journey
of 230 miles over the arid veldt. Though attempts had been made to maintain complete secrecy
as to the composition and movements of the column, the Boers were. as usual, perfectly informed
on every vital point, and the younger Cronje, with a force 1,500 strong, was cdirected to arrest its
march. Sinee Colonel Mabon could not dispose of more than 1,200 men, the odds were distinetly
against him, and it was only by his rapidity of progress and his dexterous tactics that he suceeeded
in his perilous mission. To support him, General Hunter with the Tenth Division attacked the enemy
on the Vaal, near Windsortan, as the march began.

On May 4 the column crossed the Vaal and left Barkly West, marching through difficult country,
bush-covered and abounding in kopjes, towards the far-off village m the north. Great caution was

( 389 )
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observed, for though the district had already been swept by a mounted column co-operating with
General Hunter's diwvision on the Vaal, the Boers might well have returned. The Orst march was

only mne miles long., but an the 5th the column advanced with oreat speed,

RBPE;:‘;TE;‘?: i covering no less than thirtv-one miles.  All day the boom of IHunter's guns conld
be heard: his shells in that clear air could be seen bursting on the kopjes to
the right. and his balloon wns marked hovering at great height over the battle. Dut the Boers piit
I ne appearance, though the scouts I wted  that ||I1'_\' were present i force at some distance.
Presumably, Hunter's attack was for the time occupying all their attention. At mightfall, the most
stringent precautions were enforced ; no lights or fires were allowed after 8 p-m., and even pipes and

clgarcttes were not to be lighted in the

dapk.  For all the men knew the Roers
might be all round the column, sheltered
by the bush and rocks. and any hour
might see the beginning of a herce
attack. At 2 am. of the Gth th
force silently up-saddled and moyed on
through pitehy darkness, the men be-
numbed by the ieyv cold of the night
air.  Even as the march began a shot
rang out, and for an instant it was
taken for the signal of the enemy’s

presence; fortunately, however, it was

found to have been

fired by some careless

soldier while charging
his magazine,

On the 6th aeain
the match was un-
molested and unevent-
ful, save for the cap-

ture of several Boer

waggons on their way
: SEN STREAMS.

o the Ieft of the cenveal clump of trocs

westward from Four-

teen Streams.  They

were moving  peacefully and happily through country which the burghers had occupiecd now for seven
months wit

wut their occupation being disputed by any DBritish force, and their owners had seemingly

not been informed of the advance of Colonel Mahon: so they fell an easy prey. The noise of Hunter's

guns in action now grew fainter in the right rear, and on the 7th the column was close to Taungs.
All the morning its attention was centred npon a  dense line of dust, which could be made ont

moving  north-westward @ this was the pillar of cloud denoting Cronje’s rapid advance to cut off the

column from Mafeking. Boers, too, were reported to the sonth and east; the column was in th
midst of the enemy. But here no pracautions were neglected.  Colonel Mahon was a man who took no

unnecessary risks, and exacted the utmost activity from his patrols. " Any little neglect in the matter
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of patrolling and choosing bivonac positions.,” writes Mr. Filson Youne, a correspondent with the
column, “might mean complete disaster to the column, and the frustration of its end. These little
things have often heen neglected in this campaign ; and whenever there has been a convoy captured,
it has been because someone has taken [or granted that someone else was holding a deift or pass. So
we move warily through a placid conntry that may becone at any moment full of menace; travelling
may at any moment be exchanged for fghting, and the roadway for the battlefield : even the green
slopes thit front us may hide the greatest danger, and the river bed, with its grasses and lapping
waters, become a pit of death.”

On this day a patrol entered I = = = e |
Tanngs, cnt the telegraph -
wire, destroyed the instru- |
ments, and examined the |
messages 5 among these an |}
order from Mr. Kruger was I
found directing a  general ‘
retreat to Christiana. On the |
Sththe column hurried through |
Pudimoe, where several rebel
farms were looted and burned,
to Brussels Station, ouly fifteen
mules from Vryburg, At Pudi-
moe the Boers had intended
to take up a position astride
of Colonel Mahon's route, but
the eelerity of the British
movements  prevented  the
accomplishment of this pur-
Halt at Yryburg. poseNExt
day the
British  rode into Vryburg,
and found that a Boer outpost
there had taken to Hight, The

few English in the town
huarried out to creet the new-
comers, who seemed to them
to have started suddenly from
the earth ; the long nightmare
of Boer invasion had ended
at last. But Colonel Mahon

could make no protracted [ ' P b it v, ‘lll

i i i Phele by Elliodt & Fry.
stay .y as 1‘.I_L;hi ol Illt:‘ 1oth l i J
BRIGADIER.GENERAL BRYAN S5 MAHON, RSO,

fell, the troopers with 11|3t)}':mt

and later oo the Hth Husisrs

Belongs o o County & tnan iy He ined [_‘Il Colonel, 1ol
hearts and the wageons werg  Capuin, 188 intacdhe glerken By SUE SEy b pih ity Earce tnder
e Calane, ll’|:-.l. A ..ll .r.fl‘.'nllli'l:'lf‘- ‘r.’_”‘r‘" SR oA bioisell Ju the Athars

again faring forward, after the Kuchen

batdes, and espocrally in the finkl r:r-'.ll u:llll--- ut Ii“J-u"I'-‘u’ ILP'II\‘.I[.“.‘D“-'I'_IJ o
-] = a7y e Al At oy recelving e telpdr motn: Lutd kit =auth. 5 sy
T.II]L]5UI11 experience ”l ”-t“l'-'“L . I ’-" (57 '1“i; ol i fer-Gengezl on the Swafl] South Africn, hiz-promoiion dating from May g, 190,
the loeal rank of Brigad

four hours” halt.  Already the -l -
losses in horses and mules had been serious, owing to the forced marching and the exiguity of the
fi ; : The meht's Y OWAS ILoweary
supply of fornge; nearly 1oo had been left behind on the way. The night's journey was o wean
till 2 a.m. that the force

one, as the ;.'Hirit'.-_z mistook the whereabouts of water, and it was not 2 :
but in the

bivouacked, waterless and disconsolate. Even then only three hours' rest was conceded; . }
i ! : . ae eqlle Asre on the

morning the anxiously-looked-for water was reached, and a long halt was called, Agamn, o t

. = * . e = 5\ stood 2 e 'to

night of the 11th, a long march was accomplished, and on May 12z the column stood a Lttle
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the west of Kraaipan, where, in the aflaic of the
armoured train, the first blood had been shed in the
war.  Sinee then what sufferings and what sacrifices
——— [or two peoples!

i = z"-.m\‘sh.ﬂ - :

g SIS IFhat day the

sgouts repo reedd

'w\,,..;e...‘,-.%r'\ The younger oers 1
2upie Hmﬁ o Orouje consider -
L Y across the N

2 line of able force
advance. t5 the

ADIALHL AT AMA
BTA W,

-~y

cast. and during the
night  the enemy
pushed forward to
hill on the Metsima
Spruit. which hore
the [amiliar name
of Kondoesrand,

hoping thus to bar

fhis way Bt

Mahon was by no means eager for a hight. He heard that the
» enemy were throwing up entrenchments with their usual lightning
speed, ‘and decided that it would be best to leave them alone,
Accordingly, he turned westward, and marched in that direction
nine miles before resuming his northward eourse. Manceuvre was
met by counter-manceuvre.  The Boer scoits stealthily watched him,
crawling through the thick bush in which a stranger without his
bearings is as helpless as a ship without compass on the trackless
ocean, and, on the information which they gave, Cronje marched

Mamaead) swiftly north, and a second time placed himself on the British
- Ischwe eeils ) . - . .
v line of advance: Already runners had come in to the British camp

from the north. One, from the brave and steadfast Colonel Plumer,
announced that that officer would effect his junction with Mahon
north-west of Mafeking; the other, from Colonel Buaden - Powell,
asked for nformation as to the numbers, gnns, and supplics of the
column.  Such information was not lightly ta be entrusted to any

Tuasiiha 4 jo messenger ;. there was no cipher of which Baden-Powell had the
— { 3 p : : - ' v o
—== 13 key: but in these striits, Colonel Rbodes, the intelligence  officer

Tl 1= £ X v .
} with the column, succceded in mventine 4 most

Bankdh Colonel Rhodes’' . ; . ey :
5 ingenious message. 'NEENIONS teply, unintelligible to the Boers, but

[ e
Th FHon

sfler clear as daylight to the British. It is thus siven

by Mr. Filson Young: * Our numbers are the Naval and Military
multiplied by ten: our guns, the number of sons in the Ward
family ; onur supplies, the officer commanding the gth Lancers.”
The key to the message was that there were g40 men. g4, Piccadilly
being the mumber of the Naval and Military Club; that the guns
were six, that being the number of sons in the house of Dudley ;

and that the supplics were Little.

Calogel Hahan® = . / L s - :
m-..-,r.-..m-ﬁ“_::.._- ) All the morning of the r3th the advance continued through
Seale of M : the bush veldt, *“which consists.” save Mr. Young,
=7 S Skirmish with the - )
e etemny: of long, rank grass, with thorn bushes at small
MAP 0¥ THE ROUTE OF THE FLYING intervals, and hardwood trees at greater distances

COLUMN WHICH EVED ; :
MAFEKING —the whole something like an English paddock or pirk of voung
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standing: by the breech
litle Nordenfolift, Gn his
v Van der Merwee In

into Mafek

—— — — trees.” The going was so heayy that the wuaggons straggled,
[ and this in spite of the fact that Boers were [rom time to

time seen on the right flank, and in spite of heavy clouds

of dust which were mude out, slowly converging on the British

route.  About 3.30 p.m. the “pip-pop” of the Mauser was

heard to the south-east, while the column was in the bush:

the convov was at once ordered to cloge in, and M Buttery
was cdlled upon to open fire on the nearest dust cloud. The
ranze, however, was too creat, and the £uns had to wait.
Then from the sonth-east the roar of a heavy rifle fusillade
ran with the swiftness of a forest fire along the front, Bulléts
came i showers; Mr. Hands, the cheerful and cipable ecor-
respondent of the Dazly Mail, was severely wounded, and in
a few minutes a dozen men were prosirate.  Yet there was
nothing whatever to be seen. Of the Boers' presence there
was no sign or token except the whistling bullets and the
crackling musketry.

The convoy closed up with the troopers around it. There

Were some nartow escapes, and many casualties.  Major Baden-

Powell, brother of the famous Colonel, had his wateh smashed
to pieces, but himself escaped without a serateh.  Mahon showed
imperturbable coolness with the bullets ficking up the dust at
his feet; at an order from him the four horse guns and the
two ** Pom-Poms ™ changed position and opened in the direction
from which seemed to come the fiercest fire. As if by magic
the situation changed. A few ferce blows from the “ Pom-
Poms,” a dozen rounds from the guns, and the Boer fire ceased

gad throngh the Hoep lines
reger (o Celonel Plumer,
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as suddenly as it had begun. The enemy had had enough,
and the fight was over. Yet tlie casuvalties in that half
hour's skirmish were serious,  Six men lay dead, twenty-four
were wonnded, and one was missing. The force bivonacked
where it had fought, til-illjj._;']t Cronje had the effrontery to
pretend that it had only escaped because it took to precipitate
flight.  THe marched north once maore, drawing in reinforce-
ments from Snyman’s commandos i front of Mafeking, and
yet again took post athwart its line of advance,

On his part, Mahon rode swiftly north-westward all the
tqth and early 15th, and as day of the 1sth broke, stenck

_ the f[rst ootposts of Colonel Plumeérs
Junction with Colonel

Flumer's force. toree at the Kaffir kraal known as Jan

Masibi's;. As the column from the south
appeared on one side, that from the north marched in amid
clouds ol dust from the other. There were the 350 stalwart
soldiers of the Rhodesian Regiment, who for seven WL
months had been incessantly skirmishing with the Boers,

and attempting to relivve Maleking: there werd 200 Obecns.
| = :

landers of enormous stature; there were six quick-firing
guns of the C Canadian DBattery, manned Dby the hardy
militiamen of the far West, fresh from a jonrney which is
without parallel in the annals of war. In the short space
of @ month they had travelled by sea from Capetown to
Beira, by rail from Beira te Marandellas, by road from
Marandellas to Buliwavao, atid by rail again from Buluwayo
to Ootsi, whence they had marched. covering 7o miles or
more 1n two days, to Jan Masibi's, completing 3,100 miles
of journeying by steamer, rail, and road, from Capetown,
Their guns were an invalvable reinforcement to Malion.
who could now dispose of 1,500 men apd 15 pieces of
artillery, two of swhich, however, were muzzle-loading
7-pounders of little value. No shadow of gloom marred
the meeting.  Though buth forees were eating their last
rations. and retreat was out of the (!l:arﬁlit')r'l, the men were
absolutely determined to force their way inte Mauafeking or
perish, It was neck or nothing.

On the 16th the combined [oree struck south-westward
down the Molopo, on the last stage of its great march.
And now the far-awav village, with whose story the whole
world was ringing, came into sight.  Over the veldt could
be seen the sheen of tin roafs and some white specks of
houses, At mid-day a halt was called, seven miles from
the beleaguered town, on the northern bank of the Molopo,
while the mules were watered. The position occupied by
the British was not favourables; all around the esround rose
considerably, and here, as elsewhere, it was covered with
bushes. The artillery took post on a gently swelling emimence
to the north ; the convay halted in a sancer-like depression ;
the Tmperial Light FHorse watched the left fHank, and
Colonel Plumer the right : the Kimberley Mounted Corps
guarded the rear.  Soon after 1,30 several shots put the

LTS UIE A

| 8.3
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British  on  the ‘— —
alert.  As yet no-

thing
Artillery

ﬁght- GO |l|

SO0
of the enémy, and
it was pot certain
where thev wers.
Gradaaliy their
e swelled and
deyveloped on the

richt front. and

the British actil- ARTILLERY [N MAFEKING WAITING TO COOFERATE WITH THE RELIEF COLUMS,
lery took position

horse guns on the left, Canadian guns and * Pom-Poms™ on the right, ready to open. As they
waited, the Boers got to work with three rs-pounders, a z-pounder, and a * Pom-Pom.” Their shells

dropped  everywhere,  but  did

mfinitesimal  damage. With a
prodigious  banging  the British
pieces replied, and a4 hot artillery
duely the roar of which domi-
nited the incessant crackle of the
rifle fusillade;, was immediately in

progress. The enemy were now

showing in considerable strength
i front and en both fanks.
The Brtish artillery prepon-
|f|:.'.|11r‘t'. !!H\\'t'\'t.‘l". WHS Ve Ipower-
mg. M Battery speedily cleared
its: front and forced back the
Boers; the Canadian quick-firers
rained shells npon o donea in
wlhich the enemy were seéen to be
hiding, and with some trouble
mduced them to depart.  The [ast
stand was made by them at Israel's
Farm, npon  the British right
front: here they checked Colonel
Plumer, but when the @uns of
M Battery and of the Canadian
Bittery, as well as the ** Pom-
Poms,”  concentrated upon  the
larm, the fight came abruptly to
an end. It had lasted five king
hours with little incident ; it was
an incessant **smiping ' upon a
prodigious  seale, in which the

cnsualtics were by no  means

heavy,  In all, sixty men on the
British  side  were  killed o

wounded ; the Boers suffered fai

more severely, as was only to he
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THE RELIEF (JF MAFEKING: THE PROCESSION THROUGH THE

Colonel Baden-Powell and s Stafl wero on borseback between Dxon's Horel and the

expected in view of the strength of the British artillery. Among the trophies of the victory was a
wagson with 2,000 shells for the Boer * Pom-Pom."
The rapidity and energy of the DBritish attack stood Mahon in eood stead. Spades and picks

were found i numbers just to the rear of the line which the Boers had held, whence it was plain
that they had intended to entrench themselves. Behind earthworks, sech as they were capuble of
constructing, with the advantage of superior numbers, their defeat would have been no ecasy task.
especially when it is remembered that the British had not sufficient supplies or provisiuns to permit

of any claborate manceuvring. Even now the tenucions Cronje did not feel thoroughly  beaten.

. X There 15 wood evidence to show that he intended calling op more men  from
Cronje outwitted.

snyman's commandos before Mafeking, and offering  further resistance before

Mahon reached the besieged town. But he was outwitted by a stratagem of the British leader.
Mahon had already exchanced heli wraph  slgnals with Baden-Powell. He had announced that
his force would halt where it had fought. and would march into Maf King at 430 a.m. of the 17th.

. . 1
’ i

Thenaliat. stribtads Meantime he sent Major Karr Davis with cight of the Light Horse to reconnoitre

the road. hiey sped straight into the besieged town without let or hindrance,
and sent him back word to the effect that the way wits open.  The defenders of Mafeking had
watched with sickening anxiety the clonds of dust and flashes of suns on the horizon, all the after-
noon. and evening of the 16th, and as this handful of men rode into the town they had the frst
clear evidence of a British victory., A crowd swiftly gathered ; there was tumult and cheering and
stnging of “(iod Save the Queen,” and after that again three cheers for Baden-Powell, the steadfast,
. the invineible.

r.
=
h

1 following in their footsteps. At 11 pomi. Colonel Mahon

Nor was the rest of the columin long i

THE FIRST TRAIN INTO MAFERING
This 1% the tratn of supplies which Colposl Plumer had kept in readiness. As ean be seen in the photegeaph, 15 p:
g a8 posslide diseulsail with follate, so thak wlien st rest it canldd searsely bie dlsring

through the veldy bhad Deen as
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happened to wake—men thought there was desien i this seeming accident—and gave orders for the
wageons to inspan. The night was bricht with a full meen, and the last stage of the march
was accomplished without incident.  In absolute silence the train of men and waggons passed throogh
the Boer patrols, who were so careless and unebservant that next day they counld not believe that
Mahon had stolen through their lines and
entered the town till they had ocular demon-
stration of the fact. At 4 aam. of the 17th
the first of the Mafeking outposts was en-
countered by the reliel force, and amidst
ceneral exultation I"i]!t'?i Were ]i_‘_{hh-tl antd
conversation opened in tones louder than a
whisper. A few  minutes later Colonel
Baden-Powell rode up.  There were no
dramatic acts or words.  Mahon said, simply ;
“Glad to meet vou. How are you? " And
Baden-Powell replied : “ Good. How are you ?
It's a long time smee we met.”  Thas in
true Anglo-Saxon fashion two of the heroes
of the war exchanged greeting.  As  day
broke the relief force halted and breakfusted
in Mafeking.

For the splendid success of this enter-
pitse Colonel Mahon deserves the highest

credit, His leadership was perfect thronghout.

In ten days of actuwal marching he covered
223 miles of arid country, though perpetually
threatened }‘\ i .‘hl{"\']'ir‘l' Enemy. He met
that enemy twice in action, and on each
vecasien  discomiited them. S0 certain wen
the Boers that be must fail in reaching
Mafeking that seme of their number who
were prisoners in the town told Baden-Powell
that he had not a chance of success. Thes
couttted upon capturing him and his whaole

foree. Theintenseanxiety whicli Lord Roberts

ter, both admirable il;'f'.',t-.*.
are known fo have felt for him is. perhaps,
the best meuasure of the difficulty of his task.
There was no more brilliant feat of arms in

the whole campaign than this meteoric rnsh

through the desert. Byt while oi g all

due credit to Mahon for his achievements, CUOLDNEL (NOW MATOR-GERERAL] BADEMNPOWELL 1IN HIS
FOrx

s portraih 18 one of the few inowhich the popular officer appenss uncovered.

Colonel  Plumer's enerpy  and  decision i HUSSAR UN

moving so swifltly to reinforce the southern

cilumn  should not be overooked. nor the patience and cantion which he displayved in the wear
'.II"'I‘]‘iI!_- when lus tiny force was the only bulwark between the Boers and |u:|]i1.t.'.~i':~‘ Khodesia, I]|-|
-n._'.. “'T m the eyes of beleagnered Mafeking.  Maltke has said that it is the Iizhest achievement
of tire General's art to unite twa forces in the face of the enemy.  And before Mafeking this was
weomplished with lault]ess precision. under Lord Roberts” guiding hand by his twe gallant subordinates,

Mahon and Plhiner,

Fhe result of th expedition was awaited with breathless interest all over the civilized world < its

SUECESS avs

as a Jdlsappointmen ) e af - BTHE e worp o lre: . - { " 1
ppomtment to those of our enemies who were already clameuring for intervention.
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CHAPTER XXVI.
THE SIEGE OF MAFEKING.

Mafeking’s defences and defenders—Leisurcly bombardment—The trenches flooded by a storm—Disquieting rutmours— Attack
on Game Tiee Fori—The assanlt fails—Improvised artitlery =Plumer at Gaberones—Relief delayed—Food  supply
¥ 18! lds—Diearth of od—Iscape of Kaffirs

tile rand

Briish lines pushed out—Sniping w—Capture of the Brickhe

Flumer's repulse—Casualties —Messa

ges (o and from Lond Roberts—Attack an the Kaffir stnd —Colongl Hore surrenders

The Boer advance checked —Elofi 1[..‘:,|I'JI'IE surrenders to Calonel Hore—Snyman's imactio Relief it hand—The Badrs

ts reward

¢5 during the sieoe—Baden-Fowell's work and

driven aw iy—Review af the troops—Los

A JHEN we left Mafeking, in Chapter II1., that beleaguerad town had defied the Boers
; for a month. Information, which has become available since the swege ended,
’\ %

and which was not likele to be allowed to pass through the
Mafeking's defences Tyt s
and defenders. rIIEES Nes

\\']!lll_‘ Liil'

Boers were still surrounding the

town, has enhanced the hrilliance

of the early days of this defence. It is now known
that at any time in these hArst weeks the |I|ill'-
might have been rushed by 2000 determined men.
The terrible mines which Baden-Powell professed to
have planted all round the town were in real truth
“scarcely capable of damaging a cow,” as one of
the garrison writes. The artillery at the disposal
of the defence was miserable, both in guantity and
quality—a good sample of the carelessness and want
This was an ell gun
Kufhr chiel It Had Ll

= DR L wins
Ly theery
!

of foresight of the British authorities. There were

thele later
iy ald, firing roted balls
founders stamped
lish lts mil=slles, which liom over

four muzze-loading 7-pounders with worn rifling,

the |||.l||- o
% TR, P kG # Boers ‘did
Nordenfeldt machine gun, and a Hoetehkiss gun.  point of view wore “uncanny.

dilapidated carriages, and rusty elevating gear; a
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Presently to these was added a venerable specimen of smooth-bore cannon, dating back to last

century, and firing round cannon balls. Such was the equipment with which the progressive British

nation supplied Colonel Baden-Powell for the encounter with the high velocity breech-loaders of the
retrograde and stupid Boer. Yet the more

inadequate the means, the greater the glory
of the defence. On the other side were the very
best and most madern euns, and here, as at
Ladysmith and J(lmht‘l‘lt‘y. had these zuns been
Illtn'][i_',;ru[]_\'
used, and their
fire concen
trated o
one  point  to
prepare the
way  for  an
assaulr, the
town must
have fallen.
The warri-
son of  Malie-

King was com-

MAFERINGS ARTILLERY

Oniglie extreme clghe (s Lord Nelson” and texté (5 " The Well,® the Uifle howiteer thade Inothe town.

posed  of the

most heterogeneous elements, agreeing only in this respect—in the possession of fine physique and of
the high courage which is the inheritance of the Briush race. It included the mounted men of the
Protectorate Regiment, sturdy, intelligent volunteers: two detachments of Cape Police: a detachment
of British South African Police; the Bechuanaland Rifles; the Railway Employés, who were enrolled
and armed: and the other whites in the town, who formed the Town Guard. The total strength
at the outset did not exceed 1,200 men, and was rapidly reduced by casualties. Surprismy to Y
of the British officers was the high efficiency of this curious mediey of odds and ends. Even the
Town Guard, without discipline and training, shaped admirably, enduring terrible hardships in the
trenches—scorched by the sun in the day, shivering in the cold of the frosty nights, and in rain

storms, which were frequent, holding the lines in a foat or more of slimv mud.  For water, the town

FHE PROTHCTORATE REGIMENT ARRIVING FROM BAMATHLABAMA HEPORE LHIL SIEGI
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depended upon wells near the
Molopo  River, which  ran
throngh the lines: the river
itgell was undrinkable, but it
served for washing.,  The total
civilian population in Mafeking
included 700 English  and
Dutch women and children,
who  were  placed in the
women’s laager, under pro-
tection of the Red Cross fag,
and no less than 7,000 Kaffirs
of the Baralong tribe and
refngees from the Rand, who
were El”rl\\'e'd to IH['U.' Thcy }‘:Il'[
in the fighting. These Kaffirs
were a most serious encurn
brance and source of dange:-.
Though they loved the Boers
less than the Enelish, 1t was
always possible  that  they
might turn against the latter,

if they saw any prospect of

an ultimate Boer victory. The
enemy steadily shelled the Kaffir “stad ™ with the express object
of irritating the Baralongs against the British, who would
naturally come to be considered as the ultimate cause of all the
suffering.

The Boer tacties were to bombard the town with long-range
guns, while slowly pushing trenches forward towards the British
positions. As the sap drew
nearer and nearer the garrison
hourly dreaded an  assaalt.
It has been reported that the
Cronjes were eager to deliver
an attack, and that they
telegraphed to Mr. Kruger
that they could easily carry
the place by hand-to-hand
fighting.  But Mr. Kruger,
with a strange want of pre-
science and an utter ignorance
of the immense importance
of time, replied that an assault
was not worth the lives of
fifty burghers, and that Mafe-
king was certain to succumb
to the mere process of block-
ade. Never was a maore
disastrous mistake made. The

garrison under Baden-Powell

A KAFFIR WEDDING FARTY

dile]a}“Ed cl CaPilCil\«' of The Christianized Eaffirs delight 1o mimie Europesn ways, olten sith results ealoulnred 1o, raise 4 smilie
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THE WOME

A trench was dug roand the lasger, but bacanss

endurance which must have been as astonishing to the Boers as it was to the anxious spectators in
England: and the engmy, who had at the ountset of the war boasted that in two days they woull
breakfast in Mafeking, saw ten weeks pass without the place being appreciably nearer its fall.

The bombardment was at first conducted with the same curious regularity as at Ladysmith.

‘At dawn we had hall a dozen shells,” says Mr. Neilly, a correspondent imprisoned in the town ;

at luncheon time three, at 4.30 another hall dezen, and at 7.45 one for *good

Leisurely : 3 Ws - - : e o : D '
e i night." The people ]u.-.t_.||:.1:- S0 nm_-i_l to the times at \\l.na..h the gun \'Tan fired that
I heard of some who timed their watches by the fire, and occasionally, when

somebody heard the gun, he would.say: ‘ There's the afternoon gun, My! I must hurry up. I'm
ten minutes late already for an appointment I had.’” After a time, however, the enemy saw the
mistake of their shelling at fixed hours, and fired more irregularly. Generally speaking, the bom-
bardment was most ineffective. Mafeking was built of soft, sun-dried bricks. through which shells
would pass without bursting. The roofs were of corrugated iron, and  the houses much scattered.
Bombproofs had been prepared, and in these the people took refnge when the Boer shells were falling ;
yet complete safety was not to be had, though the number of casualties among the whites was not
large until men erew ciareless. Here. as in the other sieges, it was
noted as curious that the Dutch and their symipathisers suffered most.
The heavy 6-inch gun, with its gq-1b. shell, at Mafeking, as at
Kimberley, was most feared, but whereas Kimberley had (o endure
only &

ew days® shelling with its ponderous projectiles, Mafeking was
deluged with them for months.  Efforts were made to annoy the Boer
gunners by “sniping,” with considerable success. At times the enemy
fired incendiary shells, but these caused no serious damage, Sienals
were arranged by which the inhabitants were informed, not only when
the big gun had been fired, but also the direction in which its ugly

muzzle pointed. Here, as at Kimberley and Ladysmith, the enemy

from time to time shelled the hospital, the convent, in which the
brave Trish sisters of merey held their eronnd undismayed. and the
wormen’s lagger, notwithstanding the Red Cross Hags which Hew above

AT SEARSH and in spite of Colonel Baden-Powell's frequent remonstrances.  General

Lammanding (o

Pollee ul snyman 3o this matter sinned more than Cronje, and the feeling in
Maleking against the Boers grew exceedingly bitter in consequence.
On November 30, there was hot rifle iring en either side, but the only result was a prodigious

waste of ammunition, by which one or twe Boers were wounded, The British trenches were being
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the

cow the

steadily  pushed out to meet

that the best way to Boers

was to show them

The trenches flooded

b n stopn: that the warrison

was ready to take

the offensive and would not sit still o
be attacked. On December 5 ane of

tremendons
south Afriea

If[ll':ll I|

the most storms  experi-

enced 1 passed  aver the

town. It with  a tersbe dis-

play of  thunder and ||'-_:|rt|'|:j.;. after

which the rain descended

w veritable
Niagara, flooding the trenches and bomils-
proofs in a few mindtes and deiving all
into the open.,  Had the Boers seized th
n;-;rnl'lll'llij\' and attacked, the drowned-
out garrison could have offered little resist-
ance ; as it was, the trenches had to b
pumped out by the town fis -CHgine o
baled with buckets. But the chance, like
so many others, was allowed by the encmy
ta slip past unimproved. The soaked sir-
rison stood to arms all the nmight in the

awful slime of the trenches, and the Boers

contented themselves with firing purpose-

enemy's approach, for

Lhe Inemy Misses an Opportunity.
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Baden-Powell, with rare judgment, saw

P

COLONEL BADEN-FOQWHLL

(FPholy by Birnest

kN HIS SOUTH

AFRICAN OQUTFIT.

less and useless volleys; yet the dawn of day brought indescribable relief to all who knew the daneer,

In these days, rumours of British defeats began to reach and depress the garrison.

— —_—

SOUNDING THE Al

Une mounouud orderly, stationed in fronu of Tigons

AN

Fluotel inthe market plice, |s

whieh tégaired eyvery an to go to bis e ted posts Accyelisr acderly beside him awalts orders: (On the roat
of ti 1Ginineg honse (wh wak the Col § hoadguartiees) is crigtnal Jook o, witl an officie an
watch, Largeballkwere ad for the prirpose of warning the townas people when the Boor oriilicry began 1o fire

sounding the boglecall

it was known,

more or less certainly, that in

i Natal affairs
Disquieting rumours.

had gone
badly, but General Snyman pro-
fessed in his harangnes to the
Boers that the Brtish npew held

only two points in South Africa,

Capetown  and  Mafeking ;. and
th meh;  of course, these absurd
fables were not credited, it was

thought that they had some foun-
To

burghers

dation in fact, diminish the

clation  of the Baden-
Powell proclumation
to the with

andiacity sent coples of it to the

prepared  a

and amusing

15 Ers,
various Boer positions. Tt warned
the enemy that there was no chance
of foreign intervention, and asked
them humorously whether it was
worth their while to attempt to
take a town which, if taken, would
be of no use to them ; adding that
Mafeking could never be

by * sitting still and looking at

capt ured
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it,” as the garrison had ample supples.  However, if they would go home to their farms by the
' oLs oty - L = : = - . : =
14th, their misdeeds should be forgiven. This piece of banter was not altogether appreciated by

the Boers, though many of them confessed to the British flags of truce that they were thoroughly
it = 2

sick of the :-‘-ii.',‘..‘L'. _ : ‘
The wecks of December passed with no more striking incident than a hot exchance of fire

: - . B P . » X . 1 't " e T v .

between the two opponents on Dingaan’s Day, December 16, when the Boer gunners were con
siderably incommaoded by the projectiles of the British z-pounders and Nordenfeldt,

Attack on Game Tree

Fort Christmas went by peacefully; the garrison feasted; but for many on that day it
ort. = - -

was a case of “Let us eat and dnnk, for to-morrow we die,” since Colonel
Baden-Powell had determined to make a desperate attack on the 20th upon the Dutch position
known as Game Tree Fort. This work lay to the north of Mafeking, distant from the town about
two miles. Its capture was desirable for two reasons—to open up communication with the north
and to extend the area of pasturage tor the large number ot cattle m the town. Indeed, the live

stock could not be kept in condition on the limited grazing ground, which was all that was available,

THE BOERS MANNING THEIR TRENCHES OUTSIDE MAFEKING

The mun could be clsarly distingmished from Mafeking by the aid of glasses, The intervening sérub is like worn-out cocoanut matting, in which a Boer
conld ereep up o the villige unseen

so long as the fort was in the hands of the Boers. On Christmas Day the work was carefully
reconnoitred and examined. It was seen to be a low sandbag breastwork with one tier of loopholes,
perfectly easy to storm. But, though the ntmost secrecy was maintained by Caolonel Baden-Powell and
his staff, the Boers must have been informed by spies of the British plans, since after the recon-
naissance they raised the height of the sand-bag rampart from three to twelve feet, provided three
tiers of loopholes, trebled the garrison, placed two commandos near at hand as a reserve to give
support or deliver a counter-attack, and tore up the railway track near .the fort, to preclude any
movement by the armoured train in Mafeking. Thus, all unconsciously, the British were preparing
to march into a skilfully laid trap. It was afterwards remarked that the Dutch women in the women's
laager had behaved in an unusual manner, singing Psalms with unprecedented vigour, and it was
conjectured that this was a pre-arranged method of giving the enemy a hint of what was intended.
Long before dawn the troops were in position. Two squadrons of the Protectorate Regiment
Were to attack from the east, under the command of Captains Vernon and Fitzclarence, supported
by 300 men of the garrison with all the available artillery and the armoured train. As the first
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[aint glimpse of breaking day showed over the weldt, at g.r5 a.m., the guns opened their fastest

fre. The Boers immediately replied ; a volley from the direction of Lhe lort showed that thes were

apon  the alert, and with heavy boom the great bein. Creusot jomed o the battle:  Two the din,
ooy light the flashes of cannon and rifles flickered along the horizon liker suwmmer Bghtong,  Fron
.l-,;-|1;--:1 Ropje, an ontwork in the Mafeking defences, a z-pounder did its feeble best to kesp down
the fire of the bir gun.

Major Panzara, who was in charge of the British artillerv, was anxious to breach the walls of

the fort. so as to render an

a=sanlt Sy . He firedl st .|].i_\' F i
it the work. bat from the ¥ Q - 4y

mudnner 1nowhich it had been

and from the inferior quality
F s euns, could make little
or no  Impression, Y few

shrapnel were burst just over

the fort, and may have cansed

the epemy some loss;  most

of the projectiles, however,
exploded against the san 1hae
face withont resalt, withont
even battering down the ram
part.  Then about 5a.m. the
signal  was  given  to the
artillery to cease hre; the
armotred train blew a deep
blast an her whistle: the
riffe  fusillade of the two
opponents blazed up furiously,
v tht -'.j.;|| i sheet (8
bullets the Protectorate |\'*';'-
ment adsvanced to the assault.
The men dashed forsward n
swift rushes, keeping  admt-
ribie arder, their ofiicers well
in front, with such spirit and

Hantry that all who saw
were  filled with admication.
v few fall, but the losses wert
not heavy at this stage, des
pite the bullets which seemed
to come at once from even

-|!lll"‘|T', |I||l[ !:'!u- '.|I='.!!Il|

men, by order, lay down to
recover breath, and, as they lay, opened fire with their rifles.  Then the order * Fix bayonets ' was
given: the steel glinted in the rays of the early sun, and the sixty prone fizures rose s if by clockwork
from the ground and swept with a cheer towards the fort, now onls 00 yards away.  Captain Sandford
was one of the first 1o fall in this rush: in an instant he wis Wit twice s one wound throueh the
spine wus mortal : but he died ealling upon his men to go forward, with his face to the. foe.

And now the Doer fire blazed up with a fary and intensity that appalled the onlookers. The fort
vomited bullets in sheets from every loop-hole. Yet the Protectorates did not halt or check for a
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INUERIOR OF GAME THLE FORT

From & photogeaph taken Immediatdly after the town was refieved

moment. Captain Fitzelarence was down with a buollet throngh his thigh: Captain: Vernon was
&

wotnded also, but he was still in front, refusing to go to the rear. The men were worthy of these

officers.  As they closed in on the fort they sent up cheer after cheer, and the spectators, from the

noute of trinmph which rang in their shouts, were certain that victory was as good as won. DBut the
cry of triumph was, after all; only that of men who stand in the presence of death with the conscionsness
that they have dope supremely well. For the last 23 vards of the rush. every man in that little
band of heroes had scen that success was not to be dreamt of, and that only one thing remained
—to die with honour.  From a deep ditch there rose before them a perpendicular rampart, with row
upon row of lvop-holes: and even if the rampart were climbed the work was roofed in with iron,
so that aceess would still be difficult. Yet the wounded Captain Vernan, Lientenant Paton, Corporal
Cooke, Carporal Pickard, and Sergeant Ross. broke desperately forward, crossed the diteh, and strove
to reach the loop-holes, inte which the officers emptied their revalvers. At the sight of these hgures
scrambling up the face of the fort, all in the rear felt certain that the work had been carried. Cooke
was now on the iron rool with the bullets swishing round Iam at the shortest point-bDlank range,
vet, strange to say. though his tunic was riddled, he himsell came off witheut a scratch. Paton was
shot dead with Sergeant-Major Paget, both fighting te the last; Vernon, an officer of faultless

. there was no one left to lead and none to follow.

bravery, fell dead with his third glorious wounc
The attack had failed. Yet
the handful of survivors did not

The assault fails. P"‘I'E:Ell( SRR
Fhev  saun-

tered backwards, many of them
still facine the Boer fre, with
such neredible calmness, that
the spectators could not diving
what had happened. *“*Swift in
the advance, slow in the re-
treat,” 15 mdeed a Brtish axiom ;
but this leisurely. reluctant with-
drawal under a hell of fire was

something that evinced damonic

courage and covered the day's

disaster with immortal honeur. ~ ' [Photo by Tasior, Mafekine
CAPTAIN SANDFORD AND HIS GUN.

Prom a photograph tiken on Christma Bay !l:u' dav bafore L _-.t--Jul[ on Gume Tree Fort, In whieh
Captain Sandford was killed,

The nine who returned were all
that was left of the 63 men who
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had eone in ro the attack. The others were not an the fort, but deéad, dving or wounded, spon its outer

_].\}“-_ Yet the fierceness of the assanlt, the determmation with which it had been Fl!'l.'—'ill| home, andd

the spirit shown by the survivors the retreat, had made so deep an mmpression upon the Doers,

that they did nat attempt to follow wup their snceess. As the British troops retired on Mafeking,

the Rupd Cross flag was shown Dby Baden: Powell's orders, and the

1 Baets ot b I1.—-}H'II||:|E. ]I:Ii--1l-l‘.'_: it over the f[ort. Strietehi r-pirties
went forward o the terrible arena of death. There they oo
twenty-one of the best und brovest dead, Many of them had fve or

wounds, with such fury and reselution had they fooaght: few had

SN
less thain twa: all the bodies had been looted. The ‘swounded
mumbered thirtv. and there were thre

prisoners in the enemy's hands, The

Boers O d out of thi fort e
talked with the stretcher-parties. They

were depressed, rather than exualtant,

at pheir sneeess,  The valonr of th
English had made upon  them  the
profoundest of impressions, and the
spressed sorrow that so many brave
men had fallen. saving that thev conld
not have believed that men could Roht
so o well, Tewas eathered from their talk
that they had been npon the very verg

of surrender: indeed, it was afterwards

learnt that the garrison had only been
helll {azt by the resolution of one marn. who sware he would blow
CAPTAIN VERNON.

ount the brains of the first ]'-5{:';{l|- r to hoist the winte i']:!_‘_r. Repeatedly wounded st length kKillad in the
attiek: on Giaine Tree Fert

Though the affur ended so unfortunately, it was not without
effect upon the Boers. They showed less stomach than ever for an assault npon Mafeking, and were

themselves so alarmed for the security of their own positions that they did ot dare to detach more

men to the south. They set to work in all directions to strengthen their defences. Moreover. niglit
after night they scemed to be seized with panic, so that suddenly their whaole line of trenches wonld

apen fire, withont cause or reason.
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The dead were buried that night in the little cemetery of Mafeking, while the thunder rolled and

the lightning plaved over the veldt.  We may echo, as their epitaph, the famous words—*“ In such a
death there is no sting, in such a grave there is everlasting victory.”  They had fallen, beqgueathing fo
the nation for which they had died, a new and gloricus example, worthy to rank with the heroism of
Grenville, of the Revenge, at Flores;, of the Light Division at Albuera, and of the Light Brigade in
ihe death-ride of Balaclava. In Pericles’ great words, spoken over those who had fallen in the same
way, “They lost their lives, but they won ageless renowin. No tomh s so splendid as theirs: they
are not buried, but embalmed m undving glory.”
After the ficht at Game Tree Fort some weeks passed swithout further incident thea the usual
daily dose of shells. The Protectorate Regiment, which had lost 50 heavily in the hghting, having
: rta men down out of 400, was reorganised in three, instead of four, squadrans.
Improvised artillery. <o : )
As ammunition for the old 7-pounder was running low, the energy of the town
was concentrated upon casting shells, which were ultimately turned out by an engineer named Conelly,
with an ingenionsly improvised blast furnace. Round shot were alsa made for the old smooth-bore,

but the trinmph of Mafe-

king was the manufacture
of a gi-in. howitzer, by
shrinking rings of 1ron
upon an old dron drain
pipe. The smooth-bore
was found most service-

able. At the nisk of his

life Major Panzera loaded
it with heavy charges, and
sent the ridiculous cannon
bills ‘of another age skip-
pingover the veldt towards
the Doers, who did nol
at all appreciate the at-
rention.  YWhen the gar
rison had a particularly
successful day, the Boers
retaliated by shelling the

women's laager or the

hospital. A voung child

was killed by this treach-

Grous nre.

Meantime, as the months drew on, Mafeking grew inore and more anxious for reliel.  But of
this there wias no sign as vet, either from the north or from the south. On the north. Colonel
Plumer with a little force of six or seve 1 el me Wi slowly so
Bl i e RO Hittle: force of six or seven hundred men was working slowly south,

but the protection of his hine of communications, ranning for 250 miles close to the

Boer frontier, and open to interruption by any body of ruiders, absorbed a great purt of lis strength
and left him too weak to make his way to Mafeking. Nor would it be encugh for him to enter the
place: he must be able to throw intu it stores and provisions if his arrival was to be more than an
embarrassment to Baden-Powell.  His headquarters at this date were at Gaberones, a station on the
rallway ninety-two miles north of Mafeking., It was through him that Mafeking maintained touch
with the outward world : to his camp came the runners who forced their way through the Boer lines,
as southward to Kimberlev the streteh of country to be covered was Loo .r__-n-:l-tA

[t was to the south that the earrison looked for real assistance. That wav would come the
Bratish army when the tide of fortune set in favour of the Union Jack. Not a day passed without
the soldiers and townspeople gazing cagerly forth in that quarter: vague rumours persistently ran

round the place like wildfire. Now it was a Kaffir woman who had seen near Maritsani a bag n the
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sky, and in the bag two men who looked through sticks: now it was some imasinative person who

spied, might after might, stranee coloured lights on the herizon. Bot as story after story was dispruved,
and week after week passed without the ad-
Relief delayed. vent of any force, RIES

grew too <ick and dis-
gusted to talk of relief. What news hltered
through was bad news, Colenso. Mivers.
fontein, Stormberg, seen through Baoer glasses
by DBoer reporters, were not CNCONTAgIE
ineidents,  All had made up their minds from
the first that there was 10 be no surrender,
but at the outset it had not seemed that
any great feat of endurance would he de-

manded’ of the garrizon and townspeople,

One or two months' sicee was the most

anticipated.  But now—thongh the moment
Lord Roberts had landed in Soush Alriea
he had sent through a runner with
pronuse of certamn relief, and with  warm
thanks and congratulations which made the
cars ol every man of the garrison tingl

with joy—it was understood that the month

of May must armve before anytliing coild

be done.  So weeks or months of ennni had
still to be faeed resignedlv,  As yet. so exeel-
|l'l|l had Dbeen the care md economy of -I|[1]:]il."-. the swhites were not ]1.|i'!-}'!--~1"| 1or 1o rthonel

- : ol eourse 1t goes without saying that they did mat live i plenty. The nabves,
ood su . - ; : L v - . ” = ‘ -
Sy however, wire besinmine to sufler, and to siffer severels I'he egreatest diffion Ity

which confronted the Commissariat officer. Captain Rvan, wis

the matntenance of the bread ration. as there swas a scareity of
corn and fonr. At first & pound and then a quarter of a ponnd
af biscnit avis allowed the garrison, and this biscuit, lareely mad
of oats croshed with the husks, was so indigestible (hat it
canused epidemics of dysentery.  In addition to biscuit. there w
a ration of from a pound to thre quarters of o pound  of
“seragey U meat.  All luxories hére, as at Ladysmith. rose rapidly
i wvalue, and by the end of January swhisky svas 185, a bottle,
and the coarse Cape brandy, usually obitainable at 1s. 4. o bottle,
fetched from 123, 1o 16e. Supplementing the Government stores,
which were by no means laree, were enosimnons (quantities of food
i the warchouses of the well-known South African firmy ol
contractors, Juhus Weil & Ca. It was thanks to the Weils that
the town was able to hold ont as 1t did Gl the middle of May.

In early February the British lines were pushed out to the
south-east so far that it was possible to get o firm hold of the

Brickhelds, whence, earlier in the siese. the
British lines pushed : 7 : | .
o Baar “snipers had ecaused much trouble.

The British outposts were now only 110 vards

away from the nearest Boer works: so close indeed were th

fwo enemics that the men linme the trenehes oh cach side B =
were able to exchange derizive remarks The wark in thess S e

advanced. positions was extremely  hazardous.  The Boers had Mayen of Malekins duting the e
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the ywisest palicy, On March 2 the two foes were only 30 vards apart, and it seemied to the earrison
”]'i: S 'l:ﬂ;:l“][ I‘.i'lll(i not b ]'_rll_f,:!'r (E‘l:l.\"‘"]' 'H“” l'I_';l!! 11!" ey -'l'.ll..'lill“.t--i Ly l_i]l-iilui'_:l the HrTison
by flinging dynamite bombs into the British tren hy but the bombs were a sad failure. The British,
too, had bombs ready, but the range was too great for these simple projectiles, and they were not used.

At dawn of the 3rd the big Creusot was turned on the British works, killing several Cape Boys and

mortally wounding Serjeant-Major Taylor. The position. rapidiy became untenable, and. profiting by
a lall o the l):nn]!ul'tlll'!ull1. when the Bo r5 at the most eritical moment went o f-:;-;qi\j;‘_»t. 15 1Was

their custom, the most advanced trench was abandoned. The mouth of the sap had to be banked

up, as the enemy were now firing down it: and on the nithi of the ard the Boers seized the whole
sap. They did not, however, keep it for long. On the 5th a party of Cape Boys, supported by
Captain Fitzelarence and the Protectorate Regiment, plied them with dvnamite bombs, when the

Protectorates rushed the trench withaut loss or misadventure, The enemy fled precipitately, having

T 3 ’ a =

range thar th
iy 10 diaw e o

apparently had quite as much as they wanted of meddling with the British works: -I‘Ill.'lil'if‘-l!'\\'.ll'.L.l
the two sides watched each other and ““sniped " each other. So deadly was the Boer fire that i
was still most dangerous to show the head above the sandbags. Some amusing incidents took place
in this quarter. Omn St. Patrick’s Day a concerting was played in one of the Brtish m::-.-ln..-_;. and
the men behind the shelter of the earthwork sang and danced. The Boers hecame so curious to
know the explanation of the noise, that at least a dozen of them put their I]L'i]':l:q over their \\~IIJ\'"¢.
The Bntish sharpshooters were waiting, and at once fired, hitting two Boers. Then the encmy in

2 : Ay 0 g 12 Y o afraid. T won't
their turn would shout: * Say, Englishmen, put up vour heads and talk. Don’t be afraid.  We

3 = . R v} samll 15
shoot yvou.” But woe betide the man who listened to this assurance. If he showed himself he was
s = = -] . #los =~ the - ¥ tha rarkes  for ’ \DEers
as good as dead. The Cape Boys would put up bottles on the top of the works lor the [I.J
, 1 i . Stmes . o sides took to
to shoot at, and would jeer when the enemy shot wide or gh. Sometimes the two sides took t
' : 20°
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exchanging a high-angle fire of stones and rocks. DBut, despite such diversions, the ﬁttl'\'i[‘l_’p\\':l:ﬁ
most dangerous. At such elose quarters bullets would sometimes come clean through the sandbags
and earth, while the Boer gunners constantly dropped shell and shrapnel among the trenches. It was
the Lravest men who fell here as elsewhere, because thev wounld not take full advantage of shelter.

The pressure of the British forces in other fields of the war began to make itself fele in March
at _\I:1t'n'lci.1'1-_1', and the Boer commandos round the town awere seen to be diminished in strength. But
they were still stronger than the carrison, and thev had the enormous advantage on their side of a
powerful artillery. so that Colonel Baden-Powell could not hape to force them back. News. too. eam
through of the relief of Ladvsmith and eaptore of Cronje, eansing general exnltation and producing ar
important moral effect upon the Baralongs. who

were ‘-L

v . 0 e ) =
iowing  some restiveness,  As the Boers

- had carried off the Baralong
Cesils Baicing cattle and shot Baa |!|']'.-_:
women, this tribe rerabiared with effect, stealing
ount of the town, attacking the Doer outposts,

and |_|1.iu!l_: the Boer cartle. The anime:ls [tf"}

carried off were driven into Mafeking.

nd, when they were not consumed by the
Raffirs themselves, were sold at a high price

to the Dritish antharities. so that the business

i1 notes

was profitable to the natives and
satisfuctory to the earrison, whosze
supplies were thus auemented.

Gu March 24 the Boers,

weakened by the withdrawal of

detachments
Capture of the

Brickfields. to ather felds

al  the war,
abandoned the BrickRelds. They
were, however. good enough to

leave behind them a great quantity

of dynamite, which they had care-
" ST iherckly 3 4 : fully connected by wire with thei

lires, intending, when the British

aecupied their evacuated works, to send the “rovineks™ sky hish. But their claborate preparations

were [otled by Major Panzera, who quietly cut the wirez. The final capture of theé Brickfields was
4 source of great relief ta all in Mafekine. The dutposts in that quarter had gane for weeks in
hourly fear of attacks, and the “sniping " fire from the Boer trenclies had rendered it unsafe to walk
the streets of the town by day: About the same date the bambardment was visibly relaxed after a
heavy shelling from dawn to dusk. in the colrse of which no less thar 70 big Creusot shells and at

l=ast 200 smaller projectiles wera fired into the centre of the tewa. The big oun now  remained

siient, except when it was deliberately provoked by the projectiles of the DBritish artillery, T
members of the wvarrison could ride or walk on the veldt near Mafeking

I 3 1||'.I‘.lf'.|'.~’.l"i [y shell or
Bullet. Tn short. the encms

were losing heart and  eénerey. thoush they <till held stnbbornly o
But for the scarcity of food, and the wutter dearth of ntws, [life

their investment., waoild have been
by no means intelerable. The = pplies, however, were beginning to run low, and the Katfir refugess,
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wha  had not,
" " 111\" “IL.‘ I';ll.lil-

I MES,
Dearth _
of food, Cattle

L 11 d
rms  of  their
oWl near or in
Mafeking, suffer-
ed ermelly.
fnndreds,™

o B Nuilly,
S ol starva-

Ml G W IMENy

uhens, wheare horses were Dboiled i huge canldrons, and the SAVOLIE)
mess doled out prots and quarts to all comers.” These wretched people, i their desperate
huneer, stole any food upon which they could lay their hands, thouesh the penalty of this was
death, and it was u penalty that for military reasons had to be sternly visited upon  offenders.
When ownerless dogs were killed, the Kaffirs woutild s to the veldt, where the bodies were buried.
and dig them up:. There was no remedy for their misery. Even for the fiehting men the rations now
barely sufficed to. maintain life. Wi got,” says My, Neilly, “four ounces of the most abominable
kind of chupatty, plentifnlly mixed with ¢haff. a little horse. mule. o donkey meat, and black cuffee
withaut suear.™
Attempts were made to induce the natives to creep through the enemv's lines. but without much
sucecess, though, with a little courage and energv on thei part, the Kaffirs should have had no
difficulty in ¢luding the Boers: Many native women did. however, o6t awav. On
Escape of Kaffirs. - : ) : B SO '
Apnl 135 a party of thirteen tried to run the blockade. The night was a brieht
103 { S0 '.;'I'_'\ Were Sseon ||_‘\ the Boers, and were at once hred Lpor, when seven were killed and others

: e T e
wcted . Several more pative worten on o apotl eeision were sarzed bv th my, sjmbored

———

NATIVES WAITING FOR THEIR RATIONS OF HORSE.-MIAT SOUP
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within an inch of their lives:, and driven bacl: into
the town. These eruel measures did not prevent
sa  [urther attempts at escape, and between Aprl 1o

ind 26 Soy Kathrs passed throogh the Hoer lines.
Meantime: Colonel Plumer wis tiot tnactive to the north. Leaving Guberones, he had pushed
sonth o Lobatst ain March, bur, finding his force wuch too weak to attack the Boers with success,
wits compelled to fall back. At the eénd of the month he once maore advanced,

Plumier’s repulse . . . .

d'on March 31 runners entered Mafeking with the important news that he swas
cutside the town, aml would srtempt to ficht his way throueh, Al was excitement within and withour.
Within, the garrison stood o arms, and attacked the Boers in the direction of Game Tree Fort.

Without, large bodies of the enemy with suns eonld be seen movine northwards. As men watehied

anxiously from Mafleking, they saw throueh their olasses fieures on the hill erests, ten miles AWy Lo
the north, and were aware that for the first time since the siege began a British force was watching

the town Fhen the roll of firing swelled up 0 that guarter, and the batile beean., The afternoon

in under cover of darkness: But th r:"‘* : _ ' = i ) t R

night passed, and with day came 1 USRS \oy g 5 Sl w
sael awakening. A flag of 1w . - ; : : - —
from General Savman entered
lines wigh & message that Plumer
had been thop :'-_'l!l". beaten, and
thot the Dritish dead strewed: th
hield.  The Boer general euve the

= LEISan Peris=ion I recove:

tnd bury these dead.

LOCUST

Ambuolance waceons went ont on this melanchol 111 g
e waggons went out on this melancholy errand, 6] whict Erirapeans were compelled by hunger
and returned. But the disaster was not so black as th te wat during the sicge of Mateking  The
l | p Iasusts arrive 1 vast clonds
, saers had pamted it Only three bodies - sky.and qiHahlyedl tany bk
Casualties. ) ) . 3 lius 1y cpath Thie varives esteetn them
were found on the srene of detion, 1I'.ui1;_{|| k a delicacy and eat them raw, merely e

» _Bne ’ > e e . f e moving the wings., The egge are mide
the enemy had buried a few others. The three dead were i e S5 R

arkening the

freen which
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tenderly borne into the town which they had come so far to save. Thesv had beati

stripped of their

belongings ; there was ne means of identification; and

though all swho had travelled and fought in Rhodesia

were called in to name them, none knew them. Un-
known, they were laid to rest by unknown friends.
Two days later a despateh from Colonel Plumer, with
a true account of the engasement. entered the town.
It placed his loss at—Captain Crewe, mortally wounded
[Lientenant Milligan, the famous Yorkshire cricketer. and
ten men killed; 2q officers and men, among them
Plomer himsell, wounded, and eight missing. among
whom was Captain MeLaren, severcly  wounded, a
prisoner with the Roers. On  Apnl 4, Lieutenant
Smitheman, Plumer's ntellivence officer, succeeded in
getting into the town, and, after some days’ stay,

returned, having, it is to be presumed, concerted measuies

with  Baden-Fowell and  informed lnm fully of th
I‘r]ilih]l |'|].I!'-.
Daily now the outlonk became blacker, Men who

knew the Boers and the difhculty of the country to

the sonth questioned the possibility of relief. The food

ration  was steadily  redueced. Horseflesh and  Dblagl

bread, of the consistency of papier maché: were the

miserable diet of all, and the whites, in the piungs of

huneer, tonk to eating loeunsts, food from avhich i
1 T |
T = L 2 i I‘
i e .‘ |.I f

T 1 L} |:”: el I

5 i in Mati I

fis | ' rak S5 = W pre
bord I E 3 “.
Sl o THE 14 Seriil ort
'.H:TI.II_- EITHCS ey Woula Fecoll W ||

disenst. Milk was secarce, and the womes

and children suffered sorely for want o

it, whnle in the hospital drugs and mexd

stores were runnimg low.  Yet still the
spirit of all was splendid. =" They shall
take a cemetery and not a town,” was

typical message. Mafeking would up-
hold the hononr of the Empire to the
last, and, if it fell, abandoned and un-

relieved, wonld at least fall with glom

On the zooth davy of the siege, Colonel
Baden - Powell Sl

Messades to and [rom bo foll fel

o ot 1 olHowIing tel

Lord Roberts. £l i s

orim to Lord KRobert
\ter zoo davs’ siegi I desire to bring
to vour Lordship's notice tl xeepliona I3
cnnd  spirit of lovalty that pervades all
classes of the sarcison. The patience of

evervbody n Maleking in  making  tike
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best of thines under the long strain of anxiety, I iJ.f-lniu-é. and privation, IS L _\'Illlf| all praise, and
est Of 245 g {1 1 Skl A ;
i« o revelation to me. Tlhe men, half of whom ure unaccustomed to the wse of arms, huve adapted

zeal, readiness, and pluck, and the devation of the women

iz remarkable. With snch o spint our ergani-

themselves to their duties with the greatest

cation runs Lhike clockwoark, and T have every
hope that it will pull ns suecessfully throngh,™

On Apnl 18 Lord Roberts had sent a de-
spatch promising relief by May 18, The next
few woeks passel monotonously.  Early an May,

Lady  Sarah  Wilson  telegraphed @ Breakfast

misists of horse sansages : lunch, mineed mule
and curried locusts.'”  Another mhabitant of the
tawn sent out the message: = All well ;s hongry,’
Fram the Boer Lines, Eloff, Mr. Kmger's grand-
m, and one of the best and most daring Boer
officers, forwarded taunts, to which Colonel
Baden-Powell, who was much more than his

el i hamonr, replied with derisive rony.
Rumours were current that the Boers, hearing
of the advance of a relie! fozee. would assault
the town, amd after events proved that such was

ndeed therr intention, = ot md  been sent

from Pretotia with express orders to achieve

R GUOLEEY'S I' AT THE WESTERN TPAST this object, for m the totteringe state of the
E : Boer fortunes it was felt by the Transvaal
Governmient that a success must be won to infuse fresl st ante the  burghers. Maleking

appeared o offer an easy apportunity of achievine such o snecess

Fhe night of May 11-12 was sclected by Eloff for his enterprise. The earlier honrs of the night
were highted by a brilliant moon, and evervthing was still as death, both in Mafeking and the Boer
lines, Suddenly, withaut an preliminary notice, at 3u50 wm,, a terrific fire hroke over the town from
the Boer limes to the east, The alanm bell beat its heavy note: the bugles sounded to fall in: and
: all quarters there was a scurry of hastily aroused bandolicred men to theis posts.  As yet the
true direction of the attack could not be determined. The ¢ lee of the moon was sinking below the
horizon and darkness, intense and profound. wrapped the interval between the British and Boer lines,

Yet the quick foresight of Baden-Powell had ale dy divined the enemy’s intentions. The attack, he

tien sarrondaered by Calonel Hir ind ressurrendeced 10 m by BRI 5 the bew boilding on ihe left

smid, would be  delivered against the Kafhir stad on the west of the town, and hs made s
preparations accordingly.
More than an hom passed, The first rays of the sun showed to the east. when to the west

tongues of Hame leaped to the sky, and in a moment it was seen that the Kaffir stad was abluze.
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[nmense volomes of smoke rolled towards the delenders, wha were 1iow
horeyving to this quarter, and in a few minutes the stad was ONE TOWrLY
e o e shoeet of IT.I'lrln-. [iz';n‘x bring broke out: there was
ghad a habel of cries and shonts: and in the olare  and
smoke fHeures could he seen moving to il fen.  Here
wits the real attack; the fiving to the eust was anly a feint to draw off
the attention of the British garrison. The Boers, with seven hundred
men, had stolen up the bed of the Molopo, The Baralones, who iwers
cutrusted with  the defenee of their own town, had seenn and allowed
about three hundred men to pass. But then they had wpened a terrifie
ire and driven back the ather four hundred. The situation was at this
moment that there were 300 Boers under Eloff within the Mafekine defencos.
\ little to the rear of the native town stood the British South
Africa Police: Fort, 4 low. onesstoried stone building, held by Colonel
Hore and 22 men. Round it were several outbuildines which gave <helter
- ,____,1,', _ to an assatlant and it

J Y ] \
: fered  with the fire of th

HU."'-!}. '5}2; " defence, so that the PO

Iy WaASs 11 = 1Y O
IO Was not a strongy one.

; ‘u ,
PAN UARY 1850. 7 S
g ".?ﬁf“'i prb :
5,";”_.‘; hy the dnihorsts oj LAl Lvi! LSS, Baden Pareed e Towards: il I 1o ft I

; - g i R £ l-w : ;
’ 4’&.‘7\:_21?! ding e Khodeninn . T 'I|.-r||';| o [I',-- ]].-_1|_1

men.  In the obscurity his

ol s

burghers were taken for the British outposts in retreat,

J and the tro pers in the fort were ordered to haold their
"l fire. Nor till the enemy were r.|1]_-. Sinty _\;:1\]:- away

e

And will ‘n v ehangred Lot Phin o .
a1 this MAFEKING BRARGH of e B anbann 3ans
: m the pesuiupd J?k‘-T Cizil [nw

ard an vossession of the outbuildings in front and flan

e
t

Sl kg was the mustake discovered. Then it was too late.
}f - _fh: Y W S oA Grded |-'_\ a tredcherous deserter from the Protectorate
g. R et T e Regiment, Trooper Havs, the Boers closed 10 upol
= Thw T Cados E . ! - + i
k;: ! the work, and Eloff demanded its immediate and un-
iy =8 e o
' o gl - ———t _._..'uL,_._‘_......_.' - L AL =

conditiona surrender, !]ll!;l?l'l-ill_.,' Lthat i this wer

ol

FAHMER CURRENGY PRINTED AND USED IN M ATERKING & il Sk _
every man in it shotld be put to death. The

trivmphant cheering of the enemv could be heard on every sidey Colunel Hore was cut off from all
hope of support ; withdrawal was unpossible @ to hold the fort was equally impoessible under the fire

whith could be powed into it from such close quartvrs.  Assuredly there swas no want ol colirage on

the part of Hore and his men of the Protectorate Regiments they hied proved that in the magnificent
attack upon Game Tree Fort, Al 5.25 he surrenfered. Do of his men then

Colonel Hore

as 0 TS 1 M 0 e 3 cent e | 1 1t Voers rOGne \ x i‘,l,‘n_ '
UrnendEr was one swho wanld o 1 terins accept fife from the | rs . il ner M h

when the enemy culled npon him  tor throw down lis rifle, replied: Tl see yon

damned first.™ and i oan mstant el with five shots throneh Nim—a victim  to that debant spiril
of valour swhigh disdains death.

The DBoers now manned the fort and shooted exultantly throgeh th telephione to headguarters

"We are Boers. We have taken

Mafeking, ™ ** Have vou, mdea] 2

wis the answer ol the orderly,

with the aside, © Please discon

nect the wire.”  DBut Muafeking

Il not yet fallen—had not nearly

faller. Three hundred vards o

the reur of the fort was a carr- l v

MASEKING ST gated iron  fence. enclosing  th

Sl Tl e railway yird and the gaol, Th sigehnigid ¥ A faleking sl
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prisoners in the gaol had already been set free and wrmed by the jailor, Heald, who, a minnre o
two later, was blown to pieces by a shell ¢ they played an honourable part at this critical moment,

fighting the enc-
" my  as  zealonsly
as  any ol the
sarrison,  Behind
the corrngated
[enee, andon either
Hank of the British
South Africa Police
[Fort, the warrnson
was  forming  up.

The Town G,

Railway  [hivision,

KEET ERSE IN MAVERING and  the Bechn-

i A oL ; flar 1o thar which beld Eloil ln choek »
analand Killes,
took post at the fence: the Cape Police came in hot haste from the Brickhelds: the Brtish Sooth
Africa Police hurried wp from Cannon Nopje, and when the confusion had abated, and what had
happencd had Dbeen clearly ascertained, opened a heavy fire on the fort.  The
The Boer advance 13 e Fint] BN = o= . G Thev had
Sy oers  found  that further advance was quite out of the question. iev had

already split up into two parties, the one in the fort and the otherin the Kath

stad. Communication betwoen the

=3

two was diffcult, as o stream of

bullets swept theinterveningspace:;

retreat was vet more difficult. as
the Baralongs had closed up in
the rear,  Snvman, who should
e PUL Y every avatlshle LTl
tu a general asspult, hated Eloff;
while thi ll:!:-;i'.- rs had no appetit
for o desperate advance in daviight
against enemies of the calibre

encountered at Gume Tree I

Thos Eloft was actually in a
Lrap. The fire ‘Eifl"'![‘{1 Hpan the
Eloff trapped. lort |-1'|'\.v|..l- 8|

[]]l' I;"l I's Arm
showing themselves, and caused
them considerable loss. N
the position of the British prisoun-
LA ERS e s : . ) I y ers an enviable one. The deserter

Wt i T [-.:.-. - Ill,l',-;'_-:lnllnl r;'[n[u'! 1{1|][‘-.\',,[|h._
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and wished to place the captives on the roof, or to make them stand in the
checking the British fire. Finally, at Eloff's order. they were confined in

verandalh by wav of
an evil-smelling storehonse,

where, in spite of the heavy patter of the bullets. they were toleribly safe. But they suffered much

from want of water, as the tanks, carly in the day, were perforated by the British bullets, and

i ol shells fram the British guns. Eloff chatted with them from ime (o

thev were in constant fe
time, in the lulls of the highting, expressing bitter anger agunst the cowards who Had [ailed to
support him.  He could not have held out many minutes had it not been knows to. Colonel Baden-
Fowell that he had prizoners with hiom, which led the British artillery to' refrain from firine. Had it
been otherwise, the 7-pounders and Hotchkiss wonld speedily have knocked the fort to bits.

As the morning went on, the Cape Police and Protectorate Regiment foreed the Boers

stad  back from point to point, and at last drove them into a cattle enclosure, where they were

ON TRIAL FOR HIS LIFE

Ehi photogenph represents the © ril { with Dila 1d on

atd whiose | i sl itely of utter i - S

| thign in & xth Vurt Iy irion

carried Out, i [ e juy - I . ! o Eloit
bare-headed prisoner Lol pl valeh

i resL

shelled by one of the 7-|...1;|]._§\-|'-'.‘ A bavonet charee was made. and > ]ui.-ru.'lu-:'_-s were taken, T

remnant of the Boers in this quarter was closely hemmed in, bt they [ought on till dosk

Dritish were too weals from want of food—maost of the men had had nothing ali day—and ton we

with fighting to effect their capture. They were allowed to run the gauntlet of the British fire,
which they did, eseaping one by one. Several were killed or wounded: others were dealt with by
the Baralongs: theose who finally oot away were in no temper for further assaults.

It still remained to deal with Eloff and his partv. A ‘Frenchman with the Boers got an the o
af the lort with o Lottle of I;III'IL;'I:IHI_\. and ]-I---e-r'lfl'll tor drink to the toast, © Fashoda' = avenged."
The vengeance was not very satisfactory or long-lived, since he was speedily tumbled down by one of the

. . » v - - ¥ 1 -
British marksmen  As the five grew hotter and hotter, bullets began to come throngh the walls, to

perforate the windows, and to splinter the door.  On all sides the party was hemmed in by a ring
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of fire. Night was falling and the only light was the Hash of the rmfles. The Boers were losing

and it was all that Eloff could do to persuade them to protract their resistance.
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DEATH WARRANT AND CEETIFICATE OF EXECUTION

rest. of the British garrison to stup the

persistent  fustllade. Tor a mement (he

]-| i“'-'II' 5 e |'.r'ii T{'!_':':l__‘!]u{-

Voo and, seeing therr
ansiety and hesitation, Elof offered hin-
sell s a hostage. 'On this, Colonel Hore

fid- his twentv-two comrades shouted to

the British troops to cease fire, disarmed
their late captors, and mounted cuard upon
them: Assoon as the resilt wils known,

there came a burst of triumphant cheering,
and. to relieve their long pent-up feelings,
men, women, and children shonted * God
Saye the Ouesn.”  Mafekine: had delivered
tt=elf from the enemy’'s hands, and had
crowned (L2 sev 1 months

defence by in-

flicting a terrible Llow upon the Boers,

It

EXAMINING

They saw

themselves abandoned by their friends

and surrounded by their foes, withont

water, and with every prospect of am-

munnition speedily failing. A hundred or

more attempted to bolt, and probably

Hays, the deserter. wis among these,
since lie knew that there was o price of
50 upon s head.  But when Eloff
detected them slinking away he ardered
his men to shoot them down. Bullets
came at them from before and behind,

and it 1s not likely that many of them
gscaped. Whether or no Hays was slain

in this whaolly appropriate manner, history

dees not  relate The Baralongs are
thonght to have accounted for a number,
whose bodies were never found, and of

fate  the npatives said nothing,

wishing to keep the white men’s rifles as

W I!‘. =L

their spoil.
At about 8 p.m. Eloff saw that his

ight was hopeless.  He gave arders to

PHE | :

cease ring, and then,

Surrenders to Colonel 3
Haive: calling upon Colonel

Hore, promised to

sirrender if the Colonel would induce the

HORSE-MEAT INTENDED FOR RATIONS
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With Eloff 67 men surrendered, making the tale of prisofiers captured an that loeng dav's fielt
tro.  Of these 1g were wounded, and. in addition. ten dead Bosrs were  found. 'i']:--- Britich
casnalties were anly fonr killed and zeven wounded. When the prisoners were marched throush thi
own, they were treated with all the respect that brave men deserve. The natives. indecd, jeered it
them, but the British preserved an hononrable silence and saluted them as they passed. AL il
“Rule Britannia,” and * God Save the Queen,” echoed round the lines. and men in theit jov shoek
each other by the hand with the words * This is a wreat day for England.”

The attack was well and hravele fmude ; splendidly repulsad. Had 1Eloff been properly supported,
it s b least probable that he would have taken the town, th ugh only at the cost of terrible

et - sacrilice of Iife.  The garrison. under sueh a leader as Baden-Powell, would ligve
Snyman’'s inaction.

fanght to the last; though the outer line of defence had been penctrated, the
mner line vet remained, and conld have been held by determined men. But General Snvman behaved
badly, even treacheronsly. to his subordinate. He watched Eloff fichiting for life without 1 wlifie
a helping hand, and by this extraordinary inaction at once ruined the Boer chances and covered
himself with discredit. Tlie best men with Eloff were not Boers, but French and German mercenurios,
who expressed the ntmost contempt for those whose cause they had espoused.
The day after the assault the approach of the relief force from the south was known to all, and
no one conld do anything bt speculate when the column would armve. Great activity  was observed
i the Boer laagers, and commandos vere seen moving to the west, On the
Relief at hand. . . A e .
15th news came w that Plumer and Mabon had formed their junetion, but that

“he Boers were prepared to offer determined apposition to their entry into the town. On the 16ih.
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the fash of the cuns and the roar of firing showed that they were hotly engaged. A sally to the
west was made by the Protectorate Regiment and Bechuanaland Rifles. but evenimg came on hefore
thev could wet info touch with the reliel force, and they wers ordered to retive. AL 7 panu Mgt
I\'.n.n Davis, with seven of the Light Horse, suddenly entered the Market Place.  What followed
has alreadv been toki, The town went wild with joy. Iiut the exultation was even greater nexl
deay \'.III"!.II-.’ varrison  and relief foree paraded together, hefore their start out to harry General
f“‘..\.".'..'uil_ =1 did not think it was poessible for human joy 1o reach’ such n white-hot pitch,” says

Mr. Nelllv, an Cve-WItness.

Abhout o aan. of thi i:”lli the force moved aut towards the chiel Boer lia

ger,  The artillery, no

longer the miserable short-ranee = A 1 (o - : .
I il LSEL ! nort-rang ."]"”'1"-"- Dut T ”HI';“I' Artillery I.‘-Fn-:.’l.||1'-;_ I;|||;u|||3| (uick-

The Boers driven . o J...'“ . BOL 1o work to shell the hostile camp. with results that
away, were astonishing.,  The Boers swarmed out like ants. and hureiedly retired.  There
was a wild stampede of horses and

. waggons over the veldt. A j-pounder gun
remained to cover the rtetreat, but its cunners waited too long, were charged by the British, and
had to abandon their weapon. From the laager the relief force made the circuit of the enemy’s
lmes. and  looted .Ih- abandoned camps, i which pots and kettles with soup still boiling Eit'l'\:'fl..'el
seusonable refreshment to the British troops and as full evidence of the hiurred nature of
the Boer retreat. At Il.itili;l_\' the force returned to Mafekine

PNCE: as

; and’ passed in review before Colonel
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Baden-Powell.  First marched the chinkinge and rattline Horse .‘\['IIH:_'I_'.: then the various monnted

badies ; then again the men of Barton's Brigade, who had, three montlis befire, known such anather
day. when thev cleared the way into Ladysmith @ here,
Resigwrot tha troans, too, they '.\un-ll'n-n't"l\'w| with  the
wildest enthusiasm ; st SR
Plumer's vadiant Rhodesians, It was,” says M. Naillv,
fa sight that will ever be remembered by thoze wha
saw it-—this going past—the wild joy on the hunger
stricken faces of the recently belearuered ones. the tears
fhat fAowed uwnbiddern from the eves of dozens aof thos
who spent the time in alternately cheerine and choking
dosyn =abs. More than ane  wormidn—and man too
turned  away from the crowd for a mo=ent of twe MISS CRALFUR MiS. BHCH
to wipe ..‘-; St haddggek Bt bl i
Al |

]I e triimd

€Vos, OF 1o pro \\ll'.'ll 'll_.lllul‘\ WIS 1O & i ‘-i]- CONl-
postre. Tt was evident encugh that the gallant * B.-1
himsell was not unmoved. There were visible siens of
the emotion that was within him as he sat on his
harse, and witnessed 1he wild autbussts. of the peopl
he had worked so well to profect.  His eves, too, wer
within an ace of overflowine,”

Ol the garrison. 273 were killed, wounded. or
captured, in the siege—the killed nomberine 6o, The

losses from  disease were also COr-
Lesscs during the

sicge. —]l'l1 !"1|||| . [I' I]II }I' r "|‘ V1 IIII'_\ H

solemin memorial service was held
over the dead whao had sa s hantly given their lives;
with Dared heads the lines of soldiery stond aroond
the graves of the heroes of G [ree Fort, of

Cannan Kapje, and conntless other fights, and paid them

A FAGE: FROM BADENJOWELL'S SKETCH-ADDOEK,

the last honours. One by one the glorious
roll of names was passed in review: three
volleys were fired, and the “*last post” sonnded,
Hedrts were full, and the ceremony was not
unduly protracted.  But the cemetery of Mafe-

king, where sleep these dead, will, in VeArs

to come, be a plice of pilerimage for men

Hr. “‘l|-|] }liur::l, ['H NAT TAFRKIN
s Shiowing thi Eoor zhi 1 o building Kn bue |
[lius endedl the siege—the most Memor- e as a hospital ; ; [ am ¥ o T e
. mentad by the O 1 Windsor, in 1 | ¥

able and heroic episode in the cheguered
story of the Sonth African War.  Assailed at first by 8000 Boers, and then by 3,000 to 4,000, pounded

by 1.498 gy4-pounder shells and 21000 projectiles of smaller calibre, for seven months cut off from
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the world, Mafeking had held its own and Kept the flag Hyving, with a force which at the reliet did

not  muster a thousand rifles. Foi tliis, infinite ecredit is due to the soldiers who fought so finely
under Colonel Baden-Powell, and to Baden-Powell himself. The insiglit of the British race has already
recognised the greatness of his work and it is needless to espatiate upon his veltievements.  He
combingd,

Baden Powell's work

and its reward. with  the

sl reso-

lute conrage and derermination,

reficenceE, @ Sagacity, an
alertness, an insight into the
eneniy’s plans, which are the
marks of the great gencral.
His tact and cheerlulness were
1ot less ot 1|r—[.‘51|!n||1*- |]l.l|| lis
untiring  energy, He had no

tronbles or disputes with the

|
civil population, or with the

mettlesome volunteers and ir=
regulars whom he commanded.
He wis the very man tor the
wark to be done, and without
him it s doubtfisl if the work
| conld or wounld have leen
done. Deservedly, he was Jro-
| meoted Major-General the mo-
| ment news of the reliel reached

England.

The DBrtish natien had
watched the later stases of the
defence of Mafeking with singu-
lar emotion.  This spectucle of
v handful of men, hundreds of
miles awav from the outposts
al oar army, on the conhnes
of the enemy’s territory, holding
s around undismayed through
g8 i tl ned evil Il']!III'I. I'HI1|-1'H!11~

e starvation, and beating off

the assaults of the foe, had touched all
nearts.  And so it was natural that when
the good hews af the reliel cante in. the
Empire should explode with joy Y
oceasion was no ordinary one and th
very unammity and fervonr of the exul-
tibion were  evidence te Boitaim's enemis

that the heart of onr race was in the wa
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Al Lodysmith, ofn Miocch 15 ab 0 spieciul poeade belid Tor the

attempled o savie the guns ot Colensa on
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the sewing-r i
‘ots, pans, beds

FARMITA : S SEERING PROTECTION WITHIN THE BRITISH LINES

I I hese lo - TS ’

T photograpl depleis some the de 5 reakn Fhess loyval people have been
=t [} their mom on e [eh ds-an tipe the resy n

vesing a bl round, whitse anothee litie one by

in confusion

CHAPTER XXVII

BLOEMFONTEIN TO PRETORIA.

Rearganisation of the Army—Disposition ol component forees—Progress of the wings north and east—Main Army reaches Zand

River— Kroonstad occupied—A  halt necessary—Safeguarding the line of communication—Buller's progress thiough
Natal—Expediency of rapid advane

< on Johannesburg—Hamilton reaches Heilbron—Roberts crosses Rhienoster and
Vaal Rivers—Attack on Klipriversherg—Seiare of Elandsfontein  Junction—Surrender of Johannesburg—I'retoria in

terror—Rapid advance—Lowis Botha counsels resistance—Captire of Pretoria  forts—Fall of the town—Frencl's
movements to the west and north—Entry inte Pretoria —Treatment of British  prisoners —Condition of the  Field
Huspitals—Lonl Roberts” great march.

Diviston under General Huonter.  This division, with
the [nlpl.rri:ll Light Horse. had been moved ronnd by
sea from Natal. In the Kimberley district there swas
well at Enslin and Modder River. and the new
battalions of Imperial Yeomanry.

was Kelly-Kenny's  Sixth Division, whicl had suffered

Disposition of com-

side’s Third Division, consisting of the 22nd (Allen’s)

Brigade—the "battalions of which were the 2nd Roval

EFORE the advance upon Pretorin was resumed, lord Roberts completed the
necessary work of reorganising his army. The troops pouring into South Africa
had to be formed into new divisions and brigades. and redis-
Reorganisation of aa ; = - i L
the Army, tributed for the advance. Greneral Hart's Brgade, when
Wepener was reheved, was directed upen Kimberley, where it

met  Barton's Drigade. and com-

posed with 1t the new Tenth

this time Lord Methnen’s First Division, made
the gth (Douglas’s) Brigade, which had fought
(Paget's) Brigade, with four batteries =

ek

nd four
Garrisoning  Bloemfontein  and the places nea
so severely o the  fighting  of

posent forces. February and March.  South of

l'if.u-r1|ff.mln.‘i11 wWas lIiSiJrl;—;tn_I (‘Il‘.'illl-

Rifles, 2nd  Berkshires. 2nd Northumberland

HRREARKFAST ON ‘THE VELDI
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IFusiliers, and 1st Roval Scots—and of the 23rd (Knox’s) Brigade of Militia.  Available for offensive
operations Lord Roberts had the followine troops, all of which were actively encaved in the fehtine
" S e & =

of May and June :

ARMY OF THE CENTRE.
SEVENTH DIVISION.
LIEUT-GENERAL TUCKIR

L4TH (MAXWELL'S) BRIGADT
L5 (WAVELL'S) BRIGADE.
rdth, Gend, and gsth Field Batteries

NINTH DIVISION,
LIEUT.-GENERAL COLVILE.

3D (MACDONALL'S) BRIGAU,
sth Field Battery.

ELEVENTE DIVISLON.
LIEUT-GENERAL POLE-CAREW,

GUARDS (IN160 |GNES)) BRIGADE
18TH (STEPHENSON'S) BRIGADE.
2ntd Royal Warwick. 15t Yorkshire,
st Essex, 1st Welsh,
And three Feld Batteries.

CAVALRY DIVISION.
LIEUT,-GENERAL FRENCH.
IST AND 3RD BRIGADES
4IH BRIGADE.
7th Dragoon Guards.
Sth Hussars, 17th Lancers.
And six Horse Batteries.
15T MOUNTED INFANTRY (HUTTONS) BRIGAD
Four Howitzer Batteries,
Several Field Batteries. Siege Luns.
s-in. Guns, Naval Brigade.

ARMY OF THE RIGHT.
LIEUT-GENERAL TAN HAMILTON.

IR-GENERAL ARTHUR FITZROY HART, €.R
H Alnies Fleld Far " I

LgTH (SMITH-DORRIEN'S) BRIGADE.
215T (BRUCE-HAMILTON'S) BRIGADE.
15t Derbyshires, 15t Cameron Highlanders,
15t Royval Sussex. City Imperial Volunteers,
aND  (RIDUEV'S) MOUNTED INFANTRY
BRIGADE,

Delpl-ly
il tary

2N0 (BROADWOOD'S) CAVALRY BRIGADE.
And four Field and two Horse Batteries (74th, 76th,
S2nd, P, ()},

two 5-in. guns. two “ Pom-Poms.”

LBior
{egiment

Qrat Iy
AES v and Splon

I Roberts: He e

ARMY OF THE SOUTH-WEST.

EIGHTH DI VISION. I:?'IIE -]1131'|-':-‘|:- BRIGADE, COLONIAL DIVISION
LIEUT-GENERAL SIR L. RUNDLE. st Warcesters. LIEUT.-GENERAL BRABANT,
LOTH (CAMPHELLS) BRIGADY. 1st Royal West Kents, ist Brabant’s Horse. 2nd Drabant’s Hoise,

anil Grenadier Guards, 15t South Statfords Cape Mounted Rifles.  Cape Police.
2nd Manchesters Kaffrarian Mounted Rifles.  Border Horse,

" 2nil Scots Guards.
Three Field Batteries (znd, 77th, and 7gth). Frontier Mounted Rifles, Discoll's Scouts.

v East Yorkshine.
A Hrj:r__-;.ldr of Yix TN Y Lucenstown elunteers

rst Leinsters,
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The effective total of these three armics which we have named, of the centre, right, and south-
west, at this date probably did not exceed 45000 combatants, with somewhere about 180 guns,

howitzers, and weapons of position, Against 7 ~l

these the Boers had not far short of 20,000 '__/__ gt v J

men—r10,000 near DBrandfort, and another j ' /

10.000 to the north of Thaba N'chu and /

on the Free State slope of the Natal o

passes.  On each side the men were

seasoned by war, hard and fit, for the P ‘Ielf‘,':l;:f‘.’w

most part veterans of many battles.  Lord _.“:V'? /fj’: s T A | ¥

Methuen and General Hunter, who formed "'“"ff{{-!,‘--ir:q ’:"".:LT BN

the army of the left, may have had 15,000 "\ N\ i T';‘;fﬁ_‘,ﬂ[ \

men, with mot more than 3000 Boers -2\ |

against them. In Natal General Buller \ SO e ji \
e e Uirah, I )

disposed of three Divisions—the Second,

Mny ik

under General Clery: the Fourth, under _ e

General Lyttelton, made up of the battalions |~ v RS\ it 3

which had garnsoned Ladysmith; and the é

Fifth, under General Hildvard, who had '“”'“h"ds%_ﬂmh“ et

replaced Sir Charles Warren.  There was _MJ;;,EET?-:';"E;?&_W!J; i (e
L i

also i cavalry division of three brigades. BLOE I
so that the effective total of men 1n Natal )

was about 25,000, Pitted against them were
Preparing to act upon the northern frontier of the Transvaal was
inns, and Yeomanry, who. under

KOLUUTES (F BRITISH FORCES FROM HBLOEMPFONTEIN TO KEROONSTAL.

5.000 Boers in the Biggarsberg.
General Carrington, with a force of abaut 6,000 Canadians, Austra
Government, were disembarking at  Beira and  moving
march southward and reinforce Colonel

our treaty rights with the Portuguese
thence by rail to Marandellas, from which point thev were to
Plumer's 750 men to the north of Mafeking.

of Thaba N'chu had to some extent cleared the mght flank of the army. On

The capture
Pole-Carew, with the

May 1 the troops began to get into their positions for an advance. General
_ Eleventh Division, fresh from the campuign in the south-east, marched out from
Progress of the wings | . L ; ! -

SNy Bloemfontein to the north along roads which the continual rains and the resultant
mud had rendered nothing less than infernal. At Karee he took post on the left
of General Tucker’s Seventh Division, which had on the previous day pushed out some seven miles
and reconnottred the Boer lines
f ' south of Brandifort. The o21st

(Bruce  Hamilton's) Brigade.
hitherto on Tuocker's left, made
a long march behind the army
now i course of deployment,
with the object of joining General
lan  Hamilton on  the right.
General Colvile’s weak division

matn i ed touch hetween
Tucker's left at Schanskraal and
the army of the right. From
cast to west the British front
covered a space of fifty miles,

I‘cuc:lting from Karee to Thaba
N'chn. The right, however, was
still  thrown considerably back.

GENERAL CARRINGTON AND STAFE AT MARANDELLAS and it was not thought well to
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strike at Brandfort till General Tan Hamilton had worked his way some distance to the nortl.

Geeneral French was at Thaba N'chu with two brigades of cavalry -

s orders, however, were to move to Bloemfontein, rest his
horses, and then take post on the left of the main Army.

On Apnl 30 lan Hamilton led his troops out from Thaba
Nchu to Houtnek, and in spite of the enemy’s long-range  fire
succeeded in seizing Thoba Mountain. a comumanding height on
the Boer left, from which his men delivered i@ flank attack on the
hastil }Jr-si'.lnll. Here oceurred  ang ol the most dramatic [l_ujn‘:_
of the campaign, Captain Towse, with 22 men of Kitchener's
Horse and the Gordens, charging 150 of the Boer mercenaries
and drwving them back in utter confusion. Captain Towse unhappily
lost the sight of both eyes, but his gallantry was so magnificent,
so fruitful in tactical result, that for his conduct he was awarded
the coveted Victoria Cross.  All day the fight swayed to and fro.
The British held Thoba fast. Lot though their losses were insig-
mificant they could not advance; indeed. the enemy were probably
much superior in force to General Tan Hamilton. Night fell Lpon
an indecisive feld ; at dawn on May 1 the battle recommenced,
and strong reinforcements began to reach the British commander.

Hnola by Winler, Derby

CAPTAIN TOWSE, Vi
st Buattullon Gordon Highland:
Thls olficer has
pallantey Al
i e irieel th Tesc
Dowtman
X ed, and, fnding s b s
ey bim, remaloed  with him o il
ficioge. lne  uncl isslstance arrlvied
8 i desd of valour
ltad in b

The 218t Brgad WS

coting in upon the I

Gieneral  Freneh had de-
tached cavaley from Thiala
Nwhu, and  the ever-
dashine, trresistible  Co-
nadians, supported by the
Giorcdons and .“'-|!I'tr[\-|'ll"l"¢.
had pushed eastward fron

Thaoba ; while the cavaley

turned the Boer rnght and
threatencd thi ernemy’s
reu, \n assault  was
delivered  in the  maost

gallant stvle ; the Boers

balted  precipitately, and
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at the cost of 100 British casualties the pass of Houtnek was won: the Boers cortawinly lost mor

heavily. After a day's halt, on May 3, Ian Hamilton encamped at Isabellafontein, only one long
: march from Winburg. On May 4

he pushed forward, skirmishing
continually, and General Broad-
wood, with the cavalry, suceveded
i1 preventing i junetion between
the DBoer eastern force and o
second  force  relredatine  from

Brandfort. On the sth Winbure

surrendered to the column, in
spite ol the passionate remon-
strances of Philip Botha, brothi
of the Boer commandant-general,
who |£:i[1[u'lll':[ to be i the town
when the British afficers sent
demand  1ts submussion arrived.
[For & moment it appeared that
the otficers would be shot down,

in spite of the flag of truce. but

happily connsels of prudence pro-
s R i RIYAHE AT I BT vadled ¢ Botha fled, and Winbure
hoisted the Unton Jack,

Meantime, lLord Roberts had noet been idle. On May 3 the Army of the Centre pushed iy
forward, and without encountermg any serions opposition occupled Brandfort. Next day the infantry
rested, bot the mounted men rode on to Eensgevonden, the next station on the line, and reconnoitred.
On the sth the whole army marched to the Vet River, where was a strone position which the Boers
were expected to held. In face of a desultory fire the mounted infantry seized a drift close to the
rutlway, and another drift further to the left. The Boers, it proved, were only fighting a rearguard
ietion, and on the Gth, without anything hike a battle, Smaldeel was entered by our troops. Here
two davs’ halt was made to allow of the repair of the t':lll\\.‘l_\_ the bridees on which had Dbeen
destrayed by the Doers, and to give time for
Genernl French to come up with his cavalry
and take post on the extreme left.  The mounted
mfantry on the 7th. however, rode out as far
as the Zond River, and had a fierce little
shirnsh with the Boers, in which the Wes
Australlans distinguished themselves.

At the Zand River was another strong series
of pesitions, which 1t was understood the Boers
wonld defend to the last.  The dispositions for
the attack were these: French on the left, ad-
vanoinge en miles west of the :.||I\\,‘_\_ wis o

attempt to work round the

enemy's right: Ian
Hamilton, on the Brtish meht was similarly

turn, the Boer left, marching from Winbure to
Ventersburg: while in the centre the Seventh
and FEleventh Divisians, cog ~i-]|'I.l].!]_\ !H"I!i.'hl thit
two wings, maintained contact between them.

Thus the advancing army might be likened to

crescont., the horns of which were turned towards
LORD ROBERTS AN HIS DAUGHTERS WATCHING THFE DEFALTT Nl

the Roers with the abject of envel -}“lin-_: thern. 0F THOOPS FROM BLOEMEONTEIN, M)
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On May g the British Army of the Centre moved rapidly forward, and by night was close to
the Zand. On the left General French sncceeded in seizing and crossing  Diamond Dnft: on the

right lan Hamiltop. after a day' drmishing. was : :
Main army reaches ¥ miron, aster a day's skirmishing, was on the river to the south of

Zand River. Ventersburg, but with the Boers in some foree threatening his fank and rear
He, toeo, seized o drift on his front, and General

| | Tucker did the sames thus at
three points a crossing was secured. The enemy in front numbered about o000, with 25 wuns, but
I . = e . J - - et o ¥ -
when next day the British attucked all along the ling, simiall resistance was offered The Boers

| Sistar s . e OUTS
were once more fighting a rearguard action: their line was of such length and such tenuity that af
no point could it withstand the rude assanlt of the British divisions, On the li-ft -

) , General Frenel,
making a wide detour, endeavoured to strike cub tle

rilway to the rear of the Boer M
i delaying tucties, that he failed. I'he

lorce, but the country was s6 difficult, and the foe so EXpert
Oth Dragoons were badly manled by a body of Boers, who, from their

khaki uniforms and the resularits

W B Wallen, /1)

CHARGE OF THE

Wdvaneing dorass ‘the pludn, e et afb et soily andl B MGk yarils they haed buyoncts

of their movements, were taken for our own mounted infantry ;s a Hetde Liter the 8th Hussars and

7th Dragoons charged a party of Boers with some success.  [u the centre, after a long preliminary
bombardment to @ve time for the Datish wings to work ound the eneiny, the Eleventh and Severith
Divisions advanced, and found the Boers gzone. On the right, Ian Hamilton had a harder task,

Bruce-Familton, with the 2zst Brigade, crossed the Zatel aboat 6 o, the Sussex Regiment i
City lmperial Volunteers assaulted an  eminence beyond and carried it with admirahle dash ;
Broadwood, with the cavalry, hueried [praacd, to rde might and main for the raldway, and eut i,
when a mistaken order brought him back to the south-cast. where Tin Hamilton's haggage was being
Lhreatened by the enemy i s rear.  The danger passed, and before night  Ventersburg had been
occupted by the cavalry: but the delay prevented any serious interference with the Boer retreat.
The road to Kroonstad—the second capital of the Iree Stare—was opened at a cost of 250 cusualties
to the Bmtish. The Boers probably lost qoo men.

Pole-Carew. Tucker, and Iaun Hamilton were to march direct upon Kroonstad. French to make a
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detour and come down npon at from the north-west,  As the army marched north on the rith great
clonds of dust revealed its majestic progress. Geneva Sidipe was reached in the evening: here
prisoners related that Mr. Steyvn had been present at the Zand River skirmish, and had mmplored his
men to fight, all to no purpose.  Reconnaissances ascertained that o small Boer force was to the south

of Kroonstad, but it wias found to

be S0 Wi :I|\ I}I.ll IT: s <'EL'lll' 1§10 ]

|]:'-[1|'r:1h‘ Fesistance  was cantemn
plated by the enemy.  That night
French reached Valseh River Deilt,
eighteen miles north-west uf Kroon
stadd. aned discovered that the CHem
were there, A sniall party, which
melnded Burnham  the scout and
Mior Hunter Weston, wis  sent
thronzh the Boer lines to break
the railway north of Kroonstad, and
Rriiistad boaiila, \\[fhluhnuwl 1n-

l'le.[I]:].r_‘ (.'HU|—

ness and daring effected its mission,

but too late to cut off any rolling

TN o2 s e
(M= = = 8

a-"f‘?’-'
) g

HUERS SURRENGENR
ING ARMS: AT
VENTERSHUR
Those behind the wall on
the right sre qrisonie
stock., The party
rejoined the Bri-
tish cavaley next
day. At dawn of
the r12th it was
found that  the
Boers had retired.
and at andday
l.ord Roberts en
tered Kroonstad at
the lLead of the
CGruards, with Lord
Kitchener at  his
side. There he
passed In review
the Eleventh Di
\iai:)lu Loy the
cheerful music ol

the Scots Cugrds!

LAVALEY AT VENTERE SFRULT AWAITING, UNDER COVER, THE ORDER TO ADVANCE.

drums and fifes. P

Fhus Kroonstad had been reached in nine days from the bheginning of the senerad advance. A

Dt alsaden: halt was now necessary to repair the railway, allow of the concentration of stores

and sopplies. and to place the troops in position for the next move. The cnemy

d already split up into two distinet and separate bodies; as the British army by ivs papid movements
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Lo 1l 1 )

thrust atself  between 1l At ot e retiring from Thaba  Noeh el thi wrandios  under L
Botha which had foorht on the Zand River. The tormer  had  gone cast. the latter north. I'h
loree ‘on the east threstentd the British rieht Bank and line of com nanications (1 the advane
continued northward pursuit of otha, How sermus this threat was, we. in the wisdom which
comes from after-knowledee, carl sce: indeed. the afeatest mustake which Lord Roberts ever made was
prabably that of undef-ecstimating the streneth and capacity of this force o inflict damage. It was led
by the twa De Wet Chrstian and Piet—of whom Piet offered to surrentler with s coniman

if he were not sent to St Helena, an offer which Lord Roborts judicionsly reflised to entertain—by Ne

Olivier, and Prinsloo,  They knew ntty perfectly, and were admirably supplied with informatio

by burghers who had made their sulimisston, but had wot surrendered their batred for the Enehsh,

Though for the moment inagtives they onlv waited an opportunity to strike.
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HERS TO REFURN TO THI HONT

Jd burghers adter the skirmishoat Zond Kiver, He threstoned them

Meantone, beliind the muam British army, Genernls Rundle, Brabant, and Colvile, had been
advancing: General Colvile followed 1n Lan  Humilton's st ps, o march behind : on Mayv 1o Rundle
moved out of Thaba Nehu with the ** Brabanditti.” as

Brabant’s men were nieknanied,
Safeguarding the line

B mas e from ther I't'IlnltL'.ti love for loot,

to close th rap between Thala

Ncho and Basutoland.  On the 1sth he was at
Brand's Drift: on the 15th he reached Trommel,
an mnportant  road-juncrion between Winburg and
Ficksbarg, sweeping the counntry clenr.  Difficulties
of transport—for lis division was wretchedly equipped
delaved his marcch, inflicted terrible sufferings on
his troops, aud compelled him o live on the land.
[Here he formed the extreme right of the main
army.  The extreme  left was formed by  Lord
Methuen's  division at Boshof: this. on May 14,
some Oooo strong, began to mave north-castwards
o Hoopstad, so uas to claze upon the main army.
From  Hoopstad it followed the Vaal River
Borhaville, whence it turned  south-castwards to
Kroonstad: avhere it arrived on May 28, Its task
wis 1o sidecuard  the line of communication  atid
deal swith the Boer forees in the north-cast of the
Free State, Generm! Hunter, with the Tenth Division,
bad earlier erossed the Vaal at Windsorton, defeanid
the Boers at Romidpm: anid advanced to the spall

village: of Cliristiana il the solith-west Transyusl.,

COMMANIANT KULEE ANO COLUNEL MANIMGT Thus this wallant wnd capable officer was the first

¢ 2ot T s British general o enter My Brineer's country from



WITH THIE AUSTRALIAN TROGES IN SOUTH AFRICA
“a body ol mounted Avstralisne fonnd fheir progress ol (
gallantly rode b e fence st the

KIDING

wire analile to get thraugh, baving no wiresutiorsw

svabliog his gomrides o Luckily, neither man nor horse wa

FOR A FaLlL.

pet ihrouph,
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1 14 that vt n e
= hargi e i Ll ™ ol
e i I3 th

justice fhar thev hed i

¢ south. Co-ordinated with the general adyance mn the centre and west was a forward moyvement

in Natal con General Buller's. part. While the Fifth Division  demanstrated in front of the Boer
lines on the Bigoarsberg, and the Fonrth garcsoned  Ladysmith and  watehed
Buller's progress

through Natal. the passes to the Eree State. the Second Division, by a great detour to the easl,

tirned the enemy’s Hank, and compelled the Boers to fall back. The strategy

was brithant. and reselted o the all bot bloodless  re-conquest of Northern Natal up to Laing’s
Nek.  On May 13 Dundee was re-occupied; on the r8th Neweastle was gained : on the 1gth the
army of Natal hulted belore Majinba. i sight of the sad battletields of nineteen years ago.  One
mishap, however, occurred dormye this advance.  Bethune's Mounted Tofantry. who were covering the
extreme right of General Buller's adyance, swere on the march from Nguoty o Zuleland o Vegheid on
May 20, when E Squadron. pushing on too hastilv. Tell into the midst of a Boer ambush at Scheeper’s

Nek, Before they could dismount a withering hre was poured in opon them. which laid low half

e :«||al.u|1u1:. The sorvivors fought with the most -h':é]u.'l‘.lil ',f:rH;i:iIl'_\: C oand D i‘u[[l:uh'mh strove
i cover the retreat: bt the killed numbered twenry-seven. the wonnded twenty-five, and the prizoners
eleven, and two Maxims were captured by the Boers. No doubt there was rashness on the part  of
the officer in command of the squadron. whe paid the penaltv with his hife. He was admired for
his pluck, and followed by his men with the utmost devotion. vet this was one of the Many oceasions
in the war when “ shimness ™ wounld have been better than hnpetuons daring. It has, however, been

asserted that there was treachery on thi et of ove of his own troopers.

VHORUESDUE'S IMISION: THE TREXCHES AT FICKSBL RG, SHOWING HOW THEY WERE CONSTRUCTED
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In the Free State, preparations were now almast completed for the final advance on Pretoria. The

British army was sull short of supphies, and none too well equipped with winter clothing: theusands

gl fuiyr e

LORD ROBERTS A
ree] fhie Trunsvanl at Vioen's Dirift o

; pibdes oy
ATEaANg wanr e ratbway =t ool Viloen's Delic Swudion, whero sl ¢ crosees (fr

i e

of thigk great couts had not as et reached the front. but Lord Roberts, belivvine that vigorais
dction wenld bring about the collapse of the war. and remembering the manner in which the enemy
had rallied as the result of the long halt at Bloemfontein, wished to press forwarnl

Expediency of rapid

advance on ) :
Johanneshurg. Lord Methuen's army from the west, he conld not ll};-;qu;z- ol & suthcient force to

at all costs.  The risks he took were tremendons.  In o spite of the approach of

onard his ever-lenethening line of communications. and at the same time to erish
all resistance on the part of Botha and the Transvaalers in his front.  The north-east of the Fre
State had not been thoroughly cleared of the cnemy s indeed, there were many signs that the Boers
in this broken and mountainons country were regaining spirit and confidenee ; they had been troulil
some enough in the course of Tan Hamilton's and Colvile’s northword mareh. and had been tanght 10
severe lesson.  Were the line of communication left open and ill-guarded. it was practicallv cortam
that they would artack it.  In that case the plight of the army, moving on o and across the Vaal
would Le more than dangerous.  For its sapply of food and ammunition that army depended on
single line of rallway, running frome Kroonstad to Niljeen's Drift, through cighty miles of termitory
-'\hﬂllll\'“Il.'.; in Lrl[ljt.:r} amd  anhiabited l\_\ a bitterly hostile 1:r||ll:|;llil-|| LoEOEnEry lending iself to
cuerilla warfare of ambuscades and surprises,  Lord Roberts™ foree, like all invading armies, grew daily
weaker from the need of detaching bodics of men to hold the various mportant poiits which it lef

behind it, and from the

wastage produced by the
loss of horses and men in
is rapid muarelung,  Yet
the risk was taken, pro-
bably becanse it was held
ill'l;.u..'l';ltin' o -'J-.'Ill'i\'r the
Boers o the wvast ne-
sources  which  the .;;--H
ficlds  and  cngineering
works of  Johannesburg
afforded, and Decause it

was  thoueht  that  the

movement  to Pretora

VILJOEN'S DRIFT 0N ON THE Vaal EIVEL

would end the war.

On May 15 lan Hamilten, with his army, left Kroonstad, under orders to
Lindley. He was then to turn north and head for Heilbron, where Mr. Steyn had

march due cast ti

the village of



642 Heth the /’"/(?_;" lo Pretoria. Max 15-22, 1900,

The roads wire abommable—mere tracks over the

pstablished for the nence lhis peripatetic capital.

veldt : the question

of sup-

Hamilton' ,}ipc \as
reaches

Heilkron a4 serons
Qe 1S

little or no wooed
could be obtamed
to cook the men's
rations ;. the enemy
Were |'ll'ﬂ]|||l|’l'_‘-l"l‘lI_
thongh unable o
prevent the advance
of a column of 8,000
men and forty gnns.
On the 1zth, Lind-

ley wis reached and

| i ITHE VALS RIVER: AT KROGNSTAD
seized. The convoy HE VALSCH RIVER AT KRt FAl
: ' {the sery few South African pivors which rum peresniilly
of baguave and
the roads. dropped  behind, and there was some sharp

supplies. however. owing to the badness of
skirmishing with the Boers before it got throngh and rejoined the column north of Lindley.  Tlis
village was cvacuated on the 2oth, to the great disgust of the [ew DBritish sympathisers, wha were
thus handed over to the vengeance of a by no means seropulons encny, A rearguard action began, and

1 a Joss to the column of sisty men. A company of mounted

continued the greater part of the 2oth wit
infantry had a narrow escape 5 its horses were stampeded ; the Boers closed 1ns and only the appearance
of the rest of the rearguard, who turned and rode back on hearing the crackling of rifles, extricated

plight. On May 22 the eolumn reached Hetlbran, and sorprised and gave

it from its dangerons
chase to a Boer convoy of sisty waggons m charge of et De Wet and  about a thousand burehers,

The cavalry ani

lorse artillery un-

der Broadwood
succeeded m o omalk.
ing a bag of fiftecn

wigegons anid a few

prisoners, but by

< -
® clever handling of

his rearguard De
Wet got most of
his, charge away.
At Hetibron Ha-
milton was across
the Rhenoster, and
in 4 position to
drve in the ene-
my's left in case
the Boers attenmpt-
ed to oppose Lol
Roberts main ad-
vance along  the
ratlway from
Rroonstad to Ve

BOER AUXILIARIES: MEN OF HOLI ANTIER CAORPES AT ZANDSPRLOIT ]l'l']l]L:iIIg.
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On May 22 Lord Roberts led out his main foree from Kroonstad. It consisted

of the Seventh
Division, advancing on the wost side of  the railwav, and the IZleventh

Division on the east side,

with two corps of mounted infantry an i battalion of yeomanry.,  On the far
Roberts crosses

left, General French, with lhis cavalny, was well in advance, havine
Rhenoster and Vaal ' X : .

apuitted
Rivers. Rroonstad with arders to make a wide sweep round e

enemy’s right, On the
Rhenoster, 40 miles north-east of Kroonstad, was strong position which the Boers
Entrenchments had been dug, gun-pits blasted. and
about 22,000 men concentrated to aneet the British onpset. 1AL

ad sworn—as el to defend to the |ast.

in face of the turming movements

o either fanlk, Louis Botha saw that it would b dangerons to make o stapd. If he waitted and

fonght, ha must mevitably be enveloped and destraved,  On the tight of the 22nd;, then, wihiin

HOW THE ARTILLERY OF THE SEVENTH DIVISION CROSSED THE RHENOSTER RIVER

the British infantry wete seen at Honimng Sprait, hesfell hack, On the 2ard, Lord Roberts reic hn.ti.{!u'
Rhenoster 1o J'll‘.\]'tll‘ll the N hed vanished. afrer l]t'.‘-‘l['ll_\iﬂ'.: the rond and I'.ll.]\'.il_\' bricoes, _ ].]"-"
tireless, indomitable French, with his cavalry, was still well in advance; on the 24th, practicaily
without opposition. he forded the Vazl at FParys, and led the wmain invasion of the Transvaal. \

To reinforce hiun was necessarv, as his cavalry  brigades were  steadily shreinking, aml  besiles
them he had only Genmeral Hutton's meunted infantry.  Accordingly, Ian ”"'“ih“”“l whale "”ll"”“t
was brought iy |I.'--!I1 the Birivish right, and on May 25 was moved across the front of ["‘I.‘I.] I\‘III“;;‘
army to the left, and directed npen Lindeque’s Deift.  This manceuyre Cr.*!"i‘h"-’-‘i."_ nonplussed “."
Boers, who had mistaken lan Hamilton's columin for the main army; and, making SS t.lmt .
would march due notth from Heilbron to the Vaal, had concentrated all their means 'jl Togecetag
at Engelbrecht's Dvift, twenty miles east of Vereeniging, whereas stow Hamilton was huriving o
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A point twelve miles west of Vereeniging.  On the night of the 25th, Hamilton's cavalry seized

Lindeque's Drift, and next day the column  crossed, pushing forward eighteen miles on the 27th
and coming into tonch on the left with French’s horsemen, and on the rght with Lard  Roberts’

main army at Vereeniging.  Supplies were runuing low, and but for o lueky hnd of forage it

must have cone hard with the horses.  The mounted infantry with  Lovd Roberts’ column  wert
on the Vaal on the morning of Muay 206, at Viljeen's Drift. in a country of collieries and pit heaps,
among surronndings strangely familine to many of the men.  As they entered the rver, one span
of the railway bridee was blown npr o few shots were exchunged s o battery of horse  artillery
came into action ¢ and the drift was won. Onp the 27th the Seventh und Eleventh Divisions crossad
the river. Only one day's supplies now remained in the army wilggons. Foo reach e hanneshure

with the least possible delay was @ watter of life or death to Lord Roberts.  On the Klipriversberg,

K8 Peiton) Lol fler 2 aketeli by 1) ;-—”'““tll_ wd
FHE INVASION OF THE TRANSYAAL ! LORD ROBERTS AXD HIS STARF CROSSING THE vAAl
a httle o the south of the Golden City, the last stand of the DBoers was expected to be made,

Fo Klip River the mam army marched on the 28th.

On the left General French was to make his nsual wide sweep round Johannesburg, and, if he
could, wias to seize Drefontein, a station on the Pretorin-Germiston railway ; Tan Hamilton was to
move on EFlorida, west of Johannesburg ;s Lord Roberts was to seize (‘:I'I'|‘lli!‘t|i|l. But on the 215t
French was unable to force his way through, as he encountered the enemy in considerable strength,

heavy fire from the Boer long-range cannon and * Pom-Poms. Fle was, indeed,

and came under a
l'illupf'lll"} Loy i'.i” |r.|f'|-L gCIrnss TIJI i\]l}‘ [\'i\'{'l. \\]}it'l] }11_‘ tm-l I‘Ir),k'-l'l_| |_':|]'|i1'r ‘;][ [1“‘ t_i:l'., L T.|H' _u”]g.
with '-lll‘.aHI__}.("l[J mern and Dwenty-twa' wuns, lie moved ol Ghee more 1o l]IL' WesE, endeavouting Lo
Attack on i tlie ‘I||Il|.\ posttion. and leaving @ weak screen of mounted infantry to hold
Klipriversberg. the ground he had won. The ground was difficnlt. and be made litde PrOgress,

while: the monnted infantey on his right were steadily forced back by the Roers.

At this juneture Tan Hamilton's column opportunely appeared upon the scene, and, detaching all its
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civalry and mounted infantry te French's support, advanced to assault the Klipriversberg, Tl troops

were  eating their last biseoit: no maneuvres or letsurely turning movements could be attempted ;
i sueeessfnl frantal assanlt was the only means of staving ofl starvation. Brice Hamilton was to be

put i oon the left, the Nineteentl Iirigade on the right.  The hour was late before the attack could

opens there was no time {or artillery preparation. though to good judges the strength of the Boer
position appeared terrible,
In open order the men advanced, covered by a heavy artillery fire. The Cits Imperial Volunteers

were in the foremost line on the left, and, supported by the Derbyshires and Camerons, went forward

= with  splendid  dash. Already General Frerch's
guns could be heard booming on the enemy’s nght
rear.  The battlefield in this quarter was upon the
very nidges which faur years before had withessed

Jameson's disastrons defeat at Doornkop. On the

nght the Gordons delivered the main attack. atud

“in perfect discipline and with disdainful silence,”
as Mr. Winston Churchill, an eye-witness, writes,
closed with the enemy and stormed the ridee, aided
by the fire of the 82nd Field Battery, which was
pushed forward into the very firing line, The
Boers fell back in disorder. and c¢onfusion upon the
ridge of the Witwatersrand and Johannesburg. and

i Y

Faund dn fhe fort at Johuannes
d Sinee usioed for hring the
‘Glock aun

as meht fell the battle
wis won,  The British
lossezwere slight : only
130 men had fallen
of  these a  great
];;ullnl‘.li"Fl were  Lpors
dons. That lumons
vegiment left npon the
fHebd mine officers and
o Pa e, aut ol o
strength which  pro-

bably did not exceed

FORT AT JOHANNESBURG, ERECTEND SINCE THE TAMESQN All

5‘“.

With dawn of the soth, the Boers under De la Rey, Viljoen, and Botha. were found to have
retreated to the nortl, and General French was able, withont serious resistance, (o [i'it-"ll round
[ohannesburg to Driclontein, capturing on the way a gun and some prisoners. lan Hamilton's column
‘u-r1ln‘1'--s| Florida and found the food which it required. Meantime, events of great importance had
been transpiring in Lord Roberts’ front. Early on May za. Colonel THenry, \l.vil.'|_! i|| Australian
Mounted Infantry, rode out from Klip River and headed for Germiston and Elandsfontein Jll-l'-:'ll-..‘-Tl.
where the branch ratlway lrom Springs unmites with the lines to Pretoria, Johannesburg, Bloemlontein,
andl Natal: “The seizure of Elandsfontein would secure all the rolling stock west of that point, and,

in the plight of the army, rolling stock was as necessary as the supplies, which, without 1t. BRIHGHRY
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be bronght up from the rear. Already the indefatigable Burnham  had,. single-hauded, left his mark
upon the railway to Pretoria, but the damage he had caused was not sufficient to delay the Boer

trains for long. Henry worked his way round the Boer left, eastwards from Natal
Seizure of Elandsfon- i

t5i6 Junstion. Spruit station, where skirmishing began, and presently came in sight of the junction,

which' lay in o villey “hristling with chimneys and head shalts, coloured by heaps
of tailings and with a great town filling its western end.”  Here was the frst trace of that almost
fabulous wealth upon which Mr. Kruger's power had been built, and with whicl the great conspiracy
against British role in South Africa had been fostered and fed. In the station, trains were peacenlly
shuniting, The DBritish skirmishers poshed forward, and a sharp live rattled over the open ground to
the sonth of Germiston: @ rain of bullets came from the blue heaps of tailings by the famous Simmer
and Jack mine. But the Britnsh troops were not to be denied. DBy the alterncan the Boers had had
enoueh fehting and @l back, when the juncticn was at once seized. The casualties were by no

means heavy: only a dozen of the Mounted Infantry were killed and wounded; and the resolts

-

LORD: ROBERTS HEVIEWING THE TROOPS ON THEIR TRIUMPHAL ENTRY INTO IOHANNESBURG,
Of the pavaing troog nly the shudow t a7 s photegrompl oo Tis sdte on harsohack just §n) fromt ol P tall, with | Initnin !
i | et o feht  Xealour ¢ t ' el oy | ! e of the Indian vedeell whivl aoeampatied Ui e aphont the v

purchased by their daring were of mcalealable importance. Within [ohannesburg relgned complet
chans.  The Boer main force was in confused retreat: the British army had closed in, victorious and

terrible s under the aircumstances further resistunce was out of the question.  On
Surrender of ' ! : 1
Johannesburg. the goth the town wias summoned to surrender ; Dr. Kreause, the Boer Commandant,

complied with the summons, only asking 24 hours” delay 1o permit of the with-

drawal of the armed burghers o the place and to prevent the herrors of a hand-to-hand fight in
the streets of the town, This vespite was granted.  On the 31st the British flag was hoisted, and the
trth and zth Divisions defiled before thie Commander-in-chiel in imposing arrayv. Only three Boer
guns, all of old pattern, were captured m the town, bur o considerable nomber of burghers either
were taken prisaners or came forward and made their subnussion, to be released on parole.

Thus, not only had the gold mines and the commercial capital of the Transyaal been secured,
with insigmificant bloodshed, but large stores of sapplies, sufficient to maintain the army for weeks,
had passed into our hands.  Ammunition would now be Lord Roberts' chiel source of anxiety, thongh

lll' NeWs [rom TII\ sounth was Lad 1ot exireme—yrorse W 1]|,||| [h.- ln_-;ﬂ||;:;|-‘ .'n:u|ul 1|.|\|_- ;|[111:.'j||:-[a--_i,,
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Only for two days did the army halt: this short respite was mmperative to allow the men and horses
to recover after the hard marching and continual skirmishing of the
French, with' the cuvalry, began to move toward the final

afrightful condition

past week. On June 2, General

goal—Pretoria—where all reports inlicated

of [REU AT
Pretoria

in terror, ANdcon-

fusion.
Pismayed byt
rapicd  advance  of
theconqguering army
from  th soutlh,
President INruger
Hed from the capital
on May: 20 with
two amitlions  ster
ling of cold stole
{0 Fhue mines; to
Watervalboven, a
station  fur Wil
upor thie  Delacoa
Bav line.  FHe had
previously poid the
r'Ii'|l|--\';"-- ol the
Transvaal Govern-
nent  with  worth
less cheques, which
Were il R 15—
hononred  because
the Grovernment liad
left no balance witl
its bunkers. A com-
mittee of surrende
was formed, and, m
tlarm lest the 4,000
or more British pr
saners at Waterval,
north of Pretor
diould  break  out
me oot the town.
the DBrtish olficers
it prison at Pretord
WET .-]J|n':|;|;|]1ﬂi,
and  requested L
send 24 of then
ntber to maintain

order. Fhis they

' W anoh)
fl'._'.f':'l.'li to o on the

- 4 we dav of 1) ity of the {(roop ar
express  stipulation %% e A L LT e Jasenlrie s
1 bl i oan hmportant pot I t
that none of the lotters .:I:i:. .-:|_.|I.-\_-! i’ the antr ]

g M DUy ¢
prisoners should be ’

. 1 ! ' . - - 3 e nerry' s
ot ::lJ[HI]‘lli'll: Tl AL ;~]!.i|:|t:]v:"5|_\' violated s the Boers a [ew |[_1_\:1 later. [he enemn

{error was increased by the movements of a small cavaley force, escorting Major Burnham, the scout,
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Iith the [lae to Prefora.

who was attempting to reach and cut the Delagoa Bay Railway.

KRUGER'S FAMUOLU S STCHEP.
fering inc s acee
¢ Jils halbibual gl

I tho door |2 a marble

Lamn

limsell astride of the Pietersburg railway.
Hamilton the

EFrench ; Il]

and
the Army ol

was to forn centre sHpport

Roberts moved with

the Right, composed of three DBrigades ol thi
Seventh and  Eleventh  Divisions—the  fourth
{Wavell's) had been detatled 1o defend || A NNES-

bure—Gordon’s Cavaley Breade, tl Maounted
Infantry, and the Corps Troops. He followed
the course of the rallway., On the nieht of thi
srd. without opposition, he reached  Kadlfontein

station; next morning he pushed swiftly forward

to Six Mile Spruit—also called Nyl or Hennop's

Spruit on many of the English maps—and ther

found the Boers present in some force. holding
bath banks af the streamt. v\ chanee of opinion

::\jll OCCH T red at l'- LOT 1.
Louis Botha counsels ' iy
: (;eneral  Louis  Botha  had
resistance.
eri the town with o lare

ce ol burghers, deposed the committec of sur-

nder, and substituted more detenmined men
he hoped now to delay or repulse the Bratish
vance.  But he reckoned without his Boer
troupers, who were i no mood {of a strenuons

and desperate encounter, in which thev ran the
risk of beine

surrounded. penned up in Pretori,

ompelled o surrender.

Though the attempt was

[Juse 24, 1g00.

dashingly
mada, the Doers were too
strone and active to allow
their line or defence to be
penetrated and ther eom-
munications to be nter-
rupted.  Bornham and the
:_".I\:||‘_~, were c'<:1|1p|-1||'|| @
retire.

(O ‘IIIHI 3 the rest ol
thie armny DEeoan T advance.

French, with the

Rapid
,,_dval;:w covalry, formed
the left of the
army: he was to strike

north-westwaurds, cross the

Magaliesbers, 25 miles west

of Pretoria, and then to

ride north-east and place
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I'o foree the Boers back, Tan Flamilton was ordered o turn eastwards and 1 arch to El invclsr :
! - = [ X Lk dandsiontenn,
a town ten miles west of Pretoria, while Gordon on the right was directed to strain eVery

|1|.'Il'l' his horsemen Lo the I_."l‘l'.l_',:'l.:l_ [j,'l.\,' Ratlway., and thus et off the Baoers last avenie of pse ]
. Ll AL > 2SCa M
i

Meantime Lord Reberts

nerve to

pressed e

Capture of Pretoria astack i -the neigh.
forts, bourhiood of Irene.

The Mounted 1

1':1||l:_'-. pushed forward  and drove th
Boers back from the southern bank of
SI1X Mile Spruit: Stephenson's Bricade
of Infantry supported the movement - the
heavy guns, 47 and 5-in.. with the feld
batteries of thz Seventh Diyision, opened

fire on the Roer artillery . which, after

B

CRUSHING BATTERY AT A
Uho ourpur for the year ending Cctobe
HOWIwtereramd" the disidel identified

£ [ 2000, (00,

URC: MINE,
golil mines of th

it was  about

teir usual fashion, the enemy had cunningly
concealed on a ridge of kapjes running westward
from the eminence crowned by Fort Schanzkap
a great earthwork constructed years before by
the Boers for the defence of Pretoriaz. This
work was emply ; 1ts guns had been removed ;
its formidable breastworks were lield by no Boers.
But on the left of Stephenson’s men the enemy
began to make unpleasant demonstrations, and
there was some fear for the British flank, as
no sign of Tan Hamilton's approach could as
yet be discerned. Henry's Mounted Infantry,
holding the left of a long nidee facing Schanzkop,
had about as much as they could do to main-
tain theic position under a heavy Mauser and
cannon fire. | Horse Battery, however, was |
pushed up to their assistance, and, when its six
suns  began to  thunder, all risk of Henry's
being forced back was removed.  Seven lield and |
horse batteries and six or eight heavy guns were
now in action against the Boer front; overhead
the balloon hovered menacingly : and behind the
guns the infantry deployed for the assault. The
naval 4'7's, as they came into action, were sud-

I ¥ af i
v lsft Oittawa ¢ cormnand of the

denly attacked by a ** Pom-Pom,” which emptied
s X ] . 15t Brigade of Mount

i belt of snapping shells among their gunners,

wonnding Commander de Horsey severely in the foot. but presently the hostile weapon was located

and silenced by one of the Yeomanry Colt guns, The British fire was directed upon the ridge in

front, upon the Pretoria forts. and upon the railway station and magazines.
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Pole-Carew's Division began to advance on the right. At the same hour, on the

Abont 3 p.m. . um i
came into action, and Smith-Dorrien's and Bruce Hamilton's brigades, pushing

left. Ian Hamilton

forward. speedily took the

pressure off the Mounted
Infantry, who were now
withdrawn and sent round
the Roer right. This
fank movement alarmed

the enemy. and they at

onc> began to fall back.
By nightfall the whole
line of defence was 1n
the possession of the
British troops, with the
trivial loss of 70 killed
and wounded. The Aus-
tralians, under Colonel de

Lisle, dashed forward so

impetaonsly, as day was
falling, that they succeeded
in reaching @ point within
easy riflesshot of the town,
capturing on the way 4
Boer Maxim. Thence

De lisle despatched a

HOISTING THE BRITISH FLAG ON THE RAADZAAL, PRETORIA

Hae of truce to demand
K L See the note to flusteation on oppasite page,

the 1mmediate surrender

of the capital. Late in the night the Burgomaster came out to Lord Roberts’ lines with the reply.
Botha had recognised the inevitability of submission, but had given instructions that terms similar
to those granted Johannesburg were, if possible, to be obtained. Lord Roberts, however, refused to
consider any such proposal, and required, under pain of bombardment, unconditional and immediate

—

surrender of the town and

——

Fall of the town. . W .
all within it. The Boers had

no choice but to agree, and before midnight of
June 4-5, Pretona fell.

The fortunes of the cavalry on the right
and left of the army have still to be followed.

Gordon, with  his v.;l\':L]l'_\
French's movements to

the west and nopth, Drigade, in the attempt to

strike the Delagoa Bay line,
was foiled by the superior strength and advan-
tageons positions of the Boers, and was unable
to achieve his ebject. On the extreme left
French had entered the sombre mountain region
of the Witwatersberg, which runs due west [rom
Pretoria, late on the afternoon of June 3. and

was proceeding through @ narrow mountain pass,

I country  maost unsuited to  the action of
cavaley, when suddenly the enemy showed in

some force ahead and opened with rifles and

MAP SHOWING ROUTES OF THE BRITISH FORGES PROM cannon  upon the column. Nothing could be
KROONSTAD TO FRETORIA done except to reply with artillery @ two British
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Movements of Fvencls Cavalyy.

Haorse  Artillery  guns
and a  “Pom-Pom "
were  brought  into
aetion, and, as dark- =
Nness came down, i
shelled the Boer po-
sition  with  deadly
cffect, Ikilling. it was
afterwards discovered,
no less than 33 Boers,
while the British loss
was only 2 killed and
7 wounded. But the
enemy’s intention was
to cause delay rathe
than to offer desperate
resistance. Under

cover of darkness the

Boers  retired, while

French bivouacked in the pass. At
daylight of June 4 he continued his
advance, and as he reached the highest
|millt of the pass, his troopers lovked
down upon a land flowing with milk
and honey, odorons with multitudinous
orange groves, the garden of the Trans-
vaal, a land shut in on the south by
the frowning heights of the Witwaters-
berg, and on the north by the bold,
fantastic range of the Magaliesberg.
[Far away the roar of Lord Roberts'
ouns could be heard. Striking off to
the right, to open communications
with  the British  centre and right,
Huotton's Mounted Infantry seized Das-
poort Fort without enconntering ditficulty
or resistance. The main body of French's
force pushed northwards, and, crossing
the Magaliesberg by Mosilikatse’s Nek,
rode castwards on the sth to seize the
Pietersburg. railway, On  their way
parties of disarmed Boers were met who
annonnced that the DBritish army had
already entered Pretoria, and that the
war was over, Thus ended the cavalry's
creat march of 280 miles from Kroon-
stad, o distance covered m o fortmght
by horses overladen and in bad con-
dition, with a uniform success and
rapidity that cowed the Bocers, and re-
flected  the utmost credit opon the

active amd daring General Fronch.

2 MOMENT I
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With the [‘Z‘{é_\_’ to Preloria. JUNE 5-6, 1900.

Early on the sth the brst British troops entered Pretoria, but not before: in dehance {_1| their
Boer authorities had hurried off some train-loads of British prisoners from  Waterval,

promises, the

Three other empty trains.

r TR which were
R Entry into .

Pretoria,  Just about

¢ ! to  depart.,
Y gpancr 7
. j were compelled to wait
FAEFR

].i'\‘ the Guards, who fired
a few shots near the
engine-drivers. The offices
of the Netherlands Rail-
way Company. the Resi-
dency, and the State

|'§I1i]tfil!_‘.::’~i. WEeEre 0c« I1|lil'[]

at once. At 2 pan. Lord

DRAWINGS ON THE WALLS OF THE MODEL SCHOOLS, Raberts made his State

PRETORIA
By the [ritiah afficersdn captivits entry. In thechiel square
movement: of Bullers army In docthern 5 ) . 0
from tlme to 6me as new prigomes i Pretoria Elin' ["nion

Jack was hoisted with

every accompaniment of pomp and splendour; the National Anthem
was sung: and then the troups defiled past their great leader. TFirst came the Guards with the easy
swing of veterans: then Stephenson’s Brigade and the Artillery: then again the Mounted Infantry,
among whom rode the lithe Canadians, the towering Australians. the magnificent troopers who had
responded to the call from within the boundaries of Cape Colony, and the middle-sized but wiry
English reenlars, After them, again, lan Hamilton’s men marched past the Field-Marshal, the two
brigades of Smith-Dorrien and Bruce Hamilton making a splendid show. Thus, after nineteen years’
absence, the British flag came back to Pretoria, thence never to depart.
While the troops were entering Pretoria, the Duke of Marlborough and Mr. Winston Churelnll
rode post-haste to the place where the captive British officers were confined, and had the satisfaction
of setting free 120 officers and 36 soldiers. A force ol cavalry was at once detached to Waterval to

liberate the others,

and, notwithstand-
ing thi

Treatment
of British fire o
Prisoncrs. several
Boer guns, early on
June 6 it was abls

o s5¢r ree 3, LO7F

privates and non-

commissioned off

cers and to caplur

the DBoor guoard.
As there had be

Feports that e
prisoners had Dean
Ir.‘il“_\' treated
the enemy, Lord
Raberts apporited
a Court of Inguiry
to myestigate  tiy

metter. It Wiis

SHow that the COMMANDANT HERMAN AND THE MEN IN CHARGE OF THE WATERVAL MILITARY FRISON,
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captured officers of the regular Army had not been badly used.
indeed, nor were the rations issued to them by the Boer -
at least permitted to supplement the food provided, by purchase from thei
they were confined in the Pretorin Model School, from which Mr. Churchill |1

and from which, in March,
Captain Haldane, Lieute-
nant Le Mesurier, and Ser-
Brockie

in getting away. The three

gedant succecded
hid tn an excavation under
of the

rooms, and there remaimed

the floor of one

from February 27  to
March 16, when the pri-
soners were remaved to a
building on the hill north
of Pretoria. Haldane and
his comrades were missed
on February 27, but, as a
hole had been cut m the
roof of one of the build-
imgs, the Boers concluded
that they must have sot
out of the prison, and so
never thought of examin-
i]\{_: [h‘.‘ H'Hll‘ ']]](11‘[‘ \'-'I‘lll.\ll
they were quietly lying.
On March 16 they stole
out of the

new  empty

and unguarded building,
and started on their way

to the coast.  Brockie was

an  Ultlander, and knew
the country. Though Le
Mesurier sprained  his

ankle at the very ontset, all
three in the end reached

Delagoa  Bay.  Brockie
parted from the other two,
and for some days acted
as @ bar attendant at
Kaapmuiden, without be-
ing identified. The others
were fortunate enough to
enlist the sympathy and
assistance of some British-

ers  employed at  the

=
JJ

Liscape of Prisoners. 6
They were not given much space,
Government of high quality, but they were
|"ll.'k1"['u At

1ad made his esCape

MW Hrst

MAIDRGENERAL

150 Hrigace
s Fakmile
o lire
tl

i abozs "Hu
therdn law, Sir
Evalyn Wood lned

i r88g, anek the Ashanti pedition un Moben e I; L s -,I |.! =
Eapedition (n 1557 in conprand of the N 5 ‘i'.“. chdiir el Sl
war as Chiel of the Stafl o Geneml Clery ainseliunpern lstnem :
before Johannesburg,

; ) Lo T SVIOHSLY e r. Churchill,
Douglas coal mine, near Balmoral, on the Delagoa Bay Railway, who had previously helped Mr. hurch

and who now concealed the fugitives in a

trick-load of bales of wool. Though the truck awas

searched in a perfunctory manner at Komati Poort, the escaped prisoners were not detected.

— : . f 3 . c et had g n G o white shantv, with
Fhe new prison in which the officers were confined is described as a ““long, white \

a fairly large compound, enclosed by formidable barbed-wire entanglements. . . .

There are clectrie

'~
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lishts all round the enclosure, making escape a matter of difficulty.  Inside, the place looks more
|ilk|' a cattle shed than ansthing else. A long galvanised tron bhuillding, divided into sleeping rooms,
and four small bath rooms, a servants' eompartiment and kitchen, and eating rooms. . . . There
is no flooring. The drains consist of open ditches. while the sanitary arrangements are enough (o
disgust any  civilised being,™

. . i Here the prisoners were much
[. more carelully suarded, and
further escapes were rendered

| practically impossible.

But the |l|§‘L1|iI of the
captured Colonial and Uit-
lander officers was far worse.
Thev were treated as comumon
felons and thrown into gaol.
Ceolonel Hunt, in a letter to
Lord Raeberts, has pointed out
that many of them died be-
canse the Boer medical officer
would not, or dared not, do
his duty and order their

removal  to  hospital  when

sick. *“This morning,” says
HRITISH PRISONERS WERE GUARDED AT WATERVAL 2 % ¥
it Lieutenant Frankland, a

n. which the prisoners wers canlis

prisoner, in his diary, “an
offccr of the Sonth African Light Horse was buried. To all intents and purposes he was murdered
by the Transvaal Government. Although he had typhoid fever, he was thrown into prison, and not
until the authorities were pretty certain he would die was he sent to hospital.”  Vigorous protests

against such treatment were made by Lord Roberts and the British Regular officers who were

prisoners, but in vain. The Boers persisted in regarding the captured Colonials as criminals. The
civilians whom they seized in Griqualand West and the east of Cape Colony were, if anything, worse
used. *“They were enclosed,” says a witness, “in a sort of cattle kraal . . . They were mostly
storekeepers and farmers, and had not taken up arms at all. The men had to sleep on the bare
ground with nothing but an overhead shelter, and were poorly fed and clothed.”

As for the non-commissioned officers and men, Lord Reberts' conclusion is that their “ food is
shown to have been quite inadequate in quantity and inferior in quality.  There was no excuse for

this, as supplies of excel-

lent  meat, bread, and

vegetables are easily pro-

curable in the Transvaal
at a moderate price.” The
anitary arrangements
were disgracefully bad and,

in the opinion of a trust-

worthy witness, “ the state
of affairs was absolutely

deplorable . . . The

men eomplained greatly of

being in a constant state INSIDE THE WATERVAL FRISON,
B A . v has arrived of the approach of the British troaps, and Tommy's spirits have rlsen I consbqnence
of hunger. I'he scale of ' ? AN

diet, says the report of the Court of Inquiry, was not adhered to, and this though it was in the matter

of meat *a starvation ration.” Even more heartless and disgraceful was the treatment of the sick,

When tyvpheid broke out, as the result of the filthv conditions under which these British soldiers
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were compelled to live, the patients were neglected, “ I found men with typhowd fever in its worst
stages,” says a withess, guite inadequate 1y
supplied with proper nonnishment. . . The

orderlies  told me the sick wen

almaost
starving, but they had no milk nor anv
proper nourishment to eive them. . . The
sick weuld have been wellnigh starved but
for the efforts of private individuals n

Pretoria.”  Other witnesses speak of “the

at Waterval,’
and tell us that * the prisoners became very

terrible state of affairs existing
weak and liable to disease,” so that My
had te be admitted to hospital with con-
stitutions wrecked by the deliberate neglect
and croelty of Mr. Kroger and his satellites,
[t was Andersonville, with all its nameless
horrors, over again, and without the faintest
shadow of excuse. Meanwhile, the Boer
prisoners in the hands of the British were
it St. Helena.
FFor this inhuman treatment of the sick

living in plenty and comfort :

Lord Roberts expressly blames a man of
|_:I]g]i.~}l descent, Dr. H. P, Veale, M.B., of

Cambridge,

whaose heartlessness in ignoring
the disgraceful treatment of the sick prisoners,
and the remanstrances addressed to him by

the medical officers in immediate charge of

them, calls for the severest reprobation.”
THE CONSUL FOR THE BRITISH PRISONERS

This stern ||1{1 ment certainly demands action

Hon. Adalbert 'S5, Hay, Amuorican Ce o the
wanits of the [ritish prisoners aud oceod § sands g the part of Dr. Veale's university.  As for
by way carrhage,  Behind him i they o =  re
bidding ¢ood-bye to attachés le L § ; ' bapudn - religlons ministration, that, too, was often
Slocum, Unted States Army, An attacheé, Cther tmvel L

ar ren in cthe plerore

arin the Japanese and" Russinn ai

withheld from the sick and dying. ** Ministers
of rehigion,” =says a prisoner, * were only allowed to visit us for the purpose of helding services once
amonth, . . . Whena man was dying and wished to sce his munister, the Boer aunthorities did not

I1||lil}' the ministers concerned. and the burial of the dead had to be conducted by a soldier comrade,

no clergyman being notified or summoned.” This denial of the last and greatest of conseolitions was
i i . . » s b o i > " - 1
a piece of rehined cruelty for which there was no excuse. But what is to be said of the Reverend

J. Godfrey, priest of the Church of England at Pretoria, who, after the escape aof Mr. Churehill,

\Hﬁ't.""' ._h\

b PN A T AR )

WATERVAL AFTER THE LIBERATION OF THE FRISONERS

floers discussing the sttostlon with the rescuers
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656 Iith the [lag to Pretora.

discontinned his religious ministrations, becanse, to quote his own words, “I desire to maintain the
honour due to my position ™ ? 1 was sick and in prison, and ye visited Me,” were the Master's
words : quite otherwise the action of that Master's servant.

Yet where many failed to show the most elementary sense of patriotism and duty, some
were true to their trust, Doctors Haylett and Van Gernet, the latter a Boer, did their best, like
Christians, for the sick, and the English residents in Pretoria, notably Mr. Wood, of the Natal

Bank, rmsed funds to diminish their sufferings.  Such absolute necessarics as serubbing-brushes,

soap, and heds were supplied from these private funds. Mr. Hay, the American Consul, also

acted m the most exemplary manner. But for the Boer Executive no words of condemnation can be
too strong.

While these things happened to the British prisoners and sick at Pretoria, a areat storm of
indignation was raised at home by the indictment levelled by Mr. Burdett-Coutts, The Times Commissioner.
against the treat-

Condition of the field

Hospltals, ment of the sick

in the British

hospitals at Bloemfontein. His charges

were based upon  observations taken
during April and May. “ Huondreds
of men,” he wrote, “were lying in the
worst stages of typhoid with only

blanket and a thin water-proof sheet

RVAT

AN ATTEMPT T
Ihe three men sh
tunnelling beneat
ATC i

ESCAPE FROM Wa

in the lower phore

with' the toale

detectrd
e
HETIA

inat even the latter for ANy of them)

Lbetween their achine bodies and the

hard ground, with no milk and hardly
any medicines. without beds. stretchers,
or mattresses, without pillows, without
limen of any kind, without a single
nurse amongst them . . . and with

uI|1_\‘ three doctors to attend to 350

patients. , . . About the same time
alconvoy of sounded men were being subjected to nameless torture for want of any ambnlance transport
or the simplest comforts, huddled together in roueh. springless ox-waggons, jolting over spruit arnd
drift for 4o miles.” Field hospitals, designed to accommodate 100 men. were divided, and one half
the hospital packed with patients—sopmetimes as many as 406, or nearly ten times as many as the
section could accommodate, being forced upon it.  Terrible suffering to the inmates tt.-:-u]u:n.l-. Much
criticism, too, was aimed at the state of the hospitals at Kroonstad. It was alleged that the
hospital requirements of the Army had been altogether under-estimated. that the number of medical
officers was utterly inadequate, and that the doctors were overwhelmed with unnecessary paper work
i the shape of returns to the War Office, on which every pennyweight of drugs and every yard of
bandages expended had to be entered, till they could scarcely find time to attend to the sick. Ny
independent witnesses confirmed these charges in  certain details ; other witnesses testified to an

unsatisfactory state of things at the base hospitals.
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war, and invaolves infinite sufferinge

The answer of Roberts

Y

LOOTING THE

vident that Pretoria

che the British would respe

srtubale, and 'carts, birro
pase the sick were stinted, buat, i
graphed  Lord

along o line of railway nearly goo miles

destroyed by Lhe encmy.

advance of a

[Fhoko by Russell & Sos

THE EARL OF ROSSLYN.

The natlon owed fs frst e
afln In Protorin w Lord Hos
Alriea ns
e Shkere,
relielh ot adys
ments about Tl
Dewetsdorp on April 2. Ho escaped,
eaptured ar Mozars Hoek on April s,
witl othier prisoners to Prejoria. Relea
witl do Britsh pepry, who wers et o Witerval to
Kewporder amongss the prisoners there, be succarderd
I acttine a telogram troueh tothe Mar!, days ahipad
afl official sews, nnuoincing the re af the prison-
anveyling the wilesoe Informition that Fre-
| alfer no resistance o Lord Roberts,

[mperfect Flospilal Organisation.

GUVERNMENT

ould et be il
Roberts from Pretoria on June 16,

large army in the enemy’s
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to Mr. Coutts® charges was

especially where the

in the main this—that war is alwave

hnes of eommunication are insecure. In this

a

STORES AT

FRETORIA

LIITYiNng av

T he T p it

said, of

WS necessiiy. very  existence of my teles

"llt‘|!r'|i(1t'1| npon the Sll|1]|]il‘.‘- |'|I1li|15: np v train

11')1]‘-'

g, every bridoe of which for the last 128 miles had been

It is obvious that a certain amonunt of suffering is inseparable from the rapid

country, when railway commumeation has been destroved. . .

I can quite understand that people who have no practical ex-

perience in such matters are much concerned to hear the hardships

which sick and wounded soldiers have to undergo in time of war.”

This is a strong defence, but it does not meet the charges
which have been brought asainst the base hospitals, where the
S Absent-Minded Begwar™ Fuond had to supply many obylons

necessities and even clothing to the nvalid soldiers returning home.
Moreover, Doctors René Konig and Jacques de Montmelin, of the

Swiss Red Cross Soeciety, who were perfectly independent  and

unbiassed witnesses, stiated, to an interviewer, that the Dritish
medical service was *“shamefully undermanned ™ and full of **inex-
perienced  youngsters.” At Johannesburg, where mattresses and

shelter could easily have been obtained, they declared that British

typhoid cases were left for four days lying in the open, and they
strongly censured the authorities for not “cammandeering ' milk

and eggs for the sick. That the hospital organisation was not all
that it should have been may be taken for certain; an army which
was notoriously unprepared for a great war is not likely to have been
found perfect in its arrangements for the care of the sick and wounded.
But for this the system, not the generals, must be blamed. A Com-
mission to investigate and report npon the guestion was appointed by
the British Government as the result of Mr. Coutts’ letters:

The distance from Bloemfontein to Pretoria is 300 miles, which
had been accomplished in two days over a month. It has been said

with truth by a brilliant writer, Colonel Henderson, that ** A march
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of eighty or one hundred miles into an enemy’s country sounds a simple feat, but, unless every detail

ins been carefully thought out, it will not improbably be more disastrous than a lost battle.”  And as
the country traversed was for the most part unproductive and scantily peopled, and the roads of execrable
nature, the ereatness of the feat in this instance 15 immensely eénhanced. A force of 30,000 men

operating on a front

Lord Boberts' great

[ { tles was
eak, of 30 to 4o miles was

handled with clock-

work precision. Confident of himself and
his' men, the [Field-Marshal did not
hesitate to make demands upon them, to
which only the finest spirit enabled them
to respond. He ran the terrible risk of
the severance of his communications
belind him, becanse he believed in the

expediency of pressing an apparently

WSy
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RAADZAAL, PRETORLA.
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INTERIOR OF THE RAADZAAL, PRETORIA,

for or = the Secand

-\:...r‘-r.]'.l‘r-” L 'IJ“'ili_" . 2n anly provided two-thicde of the purghers voted for nlm  Those quallying elagses in pratiice
g II s relgn 1 f in - wak the suseraln power, and hivd expoessly retained “ equal tights* tor ey subjec
frowm all control of laxation, whilsy matter of fact such persons cuntrlbuted five-sixtha of

(L LR T

disorganised enemy to the utmost, and becanse, with all the imposing total of British troops in South
Africa, he .could not muster sufficient men to hold the ling behind him securely. There were moments
when he was near disaster. Had the Boers made a determined stand at Johannesburg ar at Pretoria,

his plight would have been grave indeed. But that they did not do so is justification of his strategy.
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CHAPTER XXVIIL

OPERATIONS IN THE OUTLYING DISTRICTS,

¢ Free State—The Yeomanry

encouraged to resist—Hattle of Diamoend Hill—Casualties—Annexation of the Orang
»— e Wet ¢aptures a convov—Disaster on the Rhenoster

Hoers

difficulties—Fruitless appeals for help— Surrender at Lindles

De Wet wreaks destruction on the milway—Operations of Rundle and Brabant—Hattle of Biddulphberg—Warmen
subjugates Griqualand West

[TH the occupation of Pretoria it was hoped at first that the end of the war had

come. and that the Boers would submit. Negotiations were opened with General

Botha. and that distinguished leader seemed not disinclined to

Boers encouraged

PN make his surrender. But, unhappily, at this juncture. news

reached him that De Wet, operating in the Orange River

Colony against the British communications, had won a remarkable series of successes

while, at the same time, spies informed him that Lord Roherts’ army was far

weaker than he had supposed. Smith-Dorrien’s brigade had been despatched south to haold the line
from Kroonstad to the Vaal; the Seventh Division had been absorbed by the necessity
lan Hamilton's Divisions remained

f garrisoning

Pretoria and Johannesburg ; only the Eleventh and part of
while French's cavalry had shrunk, till its two brigades, nominally 3,000 strong, mustered
Mounted Infantry had diminished in much the same way: Hutton's
armies,” it has been

available,
scarcely 700 troopers. The
brizade, for example, instead of 3,000 men, now counted only Goo. * Invading

caid, “melt like the snow,” and Lord Roberts' force was no exception to the
the outside the British field army mustered 16,000 men, but it had with it So guns, since artillery

universal rule. Al
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. | ha TRerr fared \ 3 AT 1o la Rev, was abont 10,000
does not vanish as do the other arms. The Boer force, under Botha and De la Rey

rone. with numerous guns, and ield a strong position on o ridee which rises steeply from the
Strone, L ous 8 ST 1 i 3

plain, and which cuts across the Delagoa Bay Railway, fifteen miles cast of Pretoria, near Eerste

: . lAae ; e Yot
IFabriken. The ;Lvnvl‘.‘l\ conhguration of the ""l.‘-_fl' 1S/ Creses m""h"ln‘l- the horns pombmg to Pretoria.

Here the Boers had every chance
have inflicted a severe repulse an Lord Roberts.

in their favour, and had the spirit of the burghers been that of

cood soldiers, they ought to

June 8 was a day of armistice to allow of negotiations ; on the gth, Lord Roberts was to have

personally conferred with Botha, but early in the morning the Boer general declined to entertain any

further proposals. Lord Roberts there-

fore determined to attack him on
the 11th. French, with the 1st and
4th Cavalry Brigades and Hutton's
Mounted Infantry, was toturn the Boer
richt, Broadwood, with the 2nd and
3rd Cavalry Brigades and Ridley’s
Mounted Infantry, the Boer left: while
Pole-Caresy and Tan Hamilton with

their divisions were to threaten

THE BRITIEH RESIDENCY:
PRETORIA: LORD KOBERTS

HEADQUARTERS

frontal attack upon the
enemy’s centre. DBotha,
on his part, had de-
termined to hold the
British in the centre,
while his Hanks were
to sweep round and
sever their army from
Preloria. Thus the
strategy on each side
was identical. General

F'rench speedily eame

into collision with De

[ Piwto by the Brilish Biograph Coinfaty.

la Rev, who was facing

LORD ROBERTS RECEIVING DESPATCHES ON THE LAWN OF THE BRITISH RESIDENCY, PRETORIA hi 1 1l t
' larg o} i1, anc e two

cture is enlas Tom A

flin. \'.Ju perator bappene bave Nk camern T pesition at the sury
bowith papers requiring immedinte atiention, and Lord Roberis was photo-

forces, each of which

was to have turned the

other, merely checkmated each other. The weak British cavalry could not press back the Boers, and
were Nard pot to it to hold their own. A body of Boers even attempted to charge the 1st Cavalry
Brigade, and were only repelled by the fire of the three horse batteries and “ Pom-FPoms® with the
colurmn.  On the British right Broadwood found that the Boer line stretehed in a semi-circle right
T R l'Hfm'l |1z_.~ flank ; the most important point in it was the ridge known as Diamond
Hill. Hill, which extended four or live miles south-east from the railway.  Yet, not-

. : withstanding a galling fire, he pushed steadily forward, aiming at a gap. or * poort,”
|111:ilt.:r11;ll.!']y to. the south of Diamond Hill, and guarding his right flank with Gordon's Cavalry, his left
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with Ridley’s Mounted Infantry.  To clear the ridges before him, two guns of O Battery of Horse Artillery

were bronght up and ordered to shell the Boer position. At this instant the enemy did a thing which

they had never done hefore.  Twe hundred men mounted and rode forward towards the EUNsS as if
intending @ charge.  They came on with spirit, though the guns, handled with absolute steadiness by e
stiperh soldiers of the Horse Artillery swho had so nobly saerificed themselves at Sanna's Post. ware [)trjilil‘:
case shot into their ranks as fast as the weapons could be loaded and discharged.  The situation looked

eritical in the extreme when Broadwood gave the arder to Lord Airlie to charge with the 1ath Lancers.

The Lancers wheeled, openci into ling, and dashed forward 4t the Lest pace at which their exhansted
horses could carry them; their mere appearance was enough, and though they were only 150 strong
the engmy fled precipitately, but not without losing a dozen men impaled upon the much-dreaded
lances.  In the excitement of the charge and pursuil, however, the Lancers had drawn too close to

Diamaond Hill, with the result that they came under a terrible fire. At this moment Licutenant Wright

AN AWRWARD MOMENT: THE ENEMY CHARGING THE Q VATTERY OF ROYAL HHORSE ARTE

.t ¥ - . y a . .'.- i 1Ty

wis shot by a Boer who rode off,.  Wright's troop-sergeant dashed furiously at him, on which the man

: 3 1 ¥ o il v B el = ! e e captain:
threw up his hands and called for mercy. ['ll give you the mercy. you , you gave the caj

- . ; A | + heat of battle,
shouted the sergeant. lLord Airhie, whose piety was exemplary, called to him in the heat e

‘Sergeant | sergeant | moderate your language.” An instant later Lord Airlie ”.]Ul his death. He wa
a splendid officer, devoted to his profession and beloved by his men, so that his loss w I«'I 1no 'lei-]rlllill‘ll_‘.
one.  Captain Forteseue, too, was killed at this junecture. and there was some r'ulshfua.un‘. [t '.;
regiment effected its retreat with a total loss of only zo. [is retirement :-m':‘.-u:'nurr. I]I:' Boers, I\\li-'
came on with ereater determination on Broadwood's right, and that general oridered the Household
I Gruards rode at their enemy waving their huge swaords, wherenpan that ..-|-,. fmy

Cavaley Lo :"r|:|.]_-_\u\-_ Tlys po |
: no further tronble on the British right, but, in ac

ol
ance more precipitately fled,  There was
||]:||r\-‘.][i||]| s strong and active, the cavalry could not gain more ground. ; | Fin
I 1 T4 1 A ine contrary aroders [ron
To relieve the pressure upon the cavalry, lan Hamilton had, notwithstanding contrary R
i < " L s artillerys z osition  runs
Lard Roberts, pressed home his frontal attaick upon Diamond Hill, His artillery and | ot

4]
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were already bombarding it: now Bruce Harilton's

bush-covered slopes, the City Imperial Volunteers
on the right, and the Sussex Regiment and
Derbyshires on the left.  Just beneath the sum-
mit the troops halted, while the great 5.
“cow-guns ™ and the Field Artillery searched the
top of Diamond Hill. About 3.30 the Sussexes
bezan to push back the Boers, The British
troops had so far suffered little loss. They had
profited by the teaching of war, and their line
of skirmishers, savs Mr. Winston Churchill, went
forward, making use of every serap cf cover and
presenting no target to the Boers.  As the enemy
gave ground, the City Imperial Volunteers ad-
vanced, but only to find that before them, beyond
a slight hollow, rose another and a steeper ridge,
where the Boers could be made out in force.
From this ridge came a sharp fire which speedily
dropped seven of the Volunteers. The day was
declining and further advance was out of the
question.  The line captured was strongly
picketed, and the troops withdrew to a hollow

under the height which they had jnst won, and there bivonacked.

bitterly cold night, the action was resumed.

Brigade deployed

JUNE 11-12, 1goo.

and ndvanced up the rocky,

PLAN OF THE BATTLE OF DIAMOND HILL,

of the 12th, after a

Noting the strength of the Boer position fronting Tan Hamilton, Lord Roberts had given orders
that the Guards Brigade from Pole-Carew’s division should reinforce the attack upon Diamond Hill,
The morning passed in shelling the enemy's hne and in waiting for the Guards. The Boers replied

at intervals with one long-range gun, and a shrapnel bullet from one of its missiles struck Tan Hamilton

on the shoulder, bruising him severelv, but fartunately without disabling him.

Meantime the Sussex

Regiment on the left, the City Imperial Volunteers in the centre, and the Derbyshires on the right,
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MAPOF THE COUNTRY BEROM PRETORIA TO DIANMOND HILL.

advanced to the ridee
which they had won
on the previous even-
g, and lay there,
waiting the order to
charge.  The cover
was good, and though
the Boers maintained
a sharp rifle-fire, be-
stowing most of their
attention on the
Derbyshires, the losses
were small,  About
1 pm.  the Guards
came into sight, march-
ing steadily towards
the hill, but still some
three or four miles
LWLV, They were,
however, near enongh
to give moral support,

and the zrst Drigade
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was at once put in motion against the crescent-shaped ridge held by the enemy, which ran generally
parallel ro that now occupied by the British troops. Sa excellent had been tf-u: artillery I'nnl'-p.;n;.lr“.-“
that the line of men was able to gain the foot of I}It'vlllll_[{-- almost
without loss.  Then followed a short halt while the Lroops took
some food and while the s-in. puns continued the bombardment of
the ridge, hurling their whistling Iyddite shells at the enemy.  * It
wias a comforting sound to us,'” writes Caorporal I_)Jill‘t',l.l\," Llovd,
of the City Imperial Volunteers, “fraught with :-llml_‘llltllij_{ 1'(:41_I'ul
and confidence-inspiring, as though some unseen power was at our
backs, cheering us on with the assurance of strong and watchful
‘!lt‘lp."

The artillery’s aramunition, however, was running low, and with
De Wet victorions behind the army and bredking the lines of o
munication it counld not easily be replenished. [t was for the
British a case of * conquer or die.” The advance was resumed, the
City Imperial Volunteers forcing their way up a ronnded hollow.

which promised easv access to the summit of the precipitons

ridge.  On this hollow, however, the Boer puns plaved incessantly,
[P hafo by Bassusnv, . : Sl _
AL while from either flank a vigorous rifle-fire was directed on il

LS

LORD ATRLIE

advance. Yet ever upwards pressed “the regular lines of widels

. sepved. with (the

er, i the  Scattered men, who advanced, lay down, rase up and advanced, with

splendid precision, quite heedless of the singing in the air above and

the spurting of the dust beneath. . . . Away npon our right came
that ominous, deadly knocking, now but too familiar, of the ever-present Vickers-Maxim ; and lurtling
between the open lines of our brother battalion burst the series of one-pound shells." Notwithstandine
the fire, the second ridge was gained. To the disappointment of all it was seen that beyond it, and
looking down upon it. there was vet a third ridge. held by the enemy.

Thewposition of the British troops was thoroughly unfavourable.  They found themselves on the
edge of a wide plateau. dominated both in front and flank by emunences still i the hands of the
Beers. The situation, indeed, was much the same as that of the stormers on Spion Kop, in
the battle of January 24. On this occasion, however, the mistakes which had been made 1 Natil
were not repeated, nor did the enemy attack with the same determination. The firing became very
heavy, and the advance in the centre could not be pressed, in view of the fact that each step forward
brought the City ITmperial Volunteers more and more into the midst
of the crescent, from all points in which the enemy’'s marksmen were
pouring bullets.  The cover was good, however: there were many
large stones on the platean, and behind these the infantry found
excellent shelter, while shell and shrapnel hummed through the au
overhead, or at times scattered their splinters of steel and heavy
bullets right and left among the prone soldiers. Behind them, the
men could now see the Guards coming into action, and the sight
gave new confidence. But yet more cheering was the appearance
of the 82nd Field Battery on the summit. With characteristic
boldness Ian Hamilten had ordered it into the very fAring line.

Only by the most desperate exertions was it dragged up the steep
slope. Arriving, it came under a tervific fice, As the six guns spiun
round and unlimbered, ten horses fell and severnl of the gunners

were placed hors de combat.  But here, as throughont the war, the

artillery did not flinch. “The men served their weapons,” says
Mr. Churchill, “ with machine-like precision, and displayed a com-

[ #har Musli e Fn

COLONEL W, W. MACKINNON

mitiand of the Cley Tmperial Voluntesrs, and

at the action of Ihamond HUL Jone 1i-t3,

posure and devotion which won them the unstinted admiration ol

- " - HE
all who saw the action.'” Their self-sacrificing coolness decided the o
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day. “As if by magic,” says an eye-witness, “the situation changed.” The Buoer rifle-fire suddenly

sank. as the riflemen found the steady hail of shrapnel bullets by no means to their liking. and the
British fire swelled up. On the left the Guards and Derbyshires gained ground fast and rolled up the
Roer line. They had the aid of the 83rd Battery, which emulated the prowess of the 8and. In this
last battery no -I::_'ss than one quarter of the gnnners were now out of action. Night fell with the roar

of firing stll swelling
over the platean and
with the Boer ])IJ'SEIiUﬂ
still  untaken. The

battle ceased and the

troops remained front-

a I

ing the enemy.  Pole- il
Cavew and Tan Hamil- |
won conferred, and de- |
cided to bring up the fﬂ 4
18th Brigade and with S )
its  help renew  the =a TS N
<, %, |

attack next l]i!‘\'.
In other parts of

the wide field the

battle had gone with
vierying  fortune, On
the British right D
Lisle’s Mounted In-

fantry had  woen  a
lodgment on the crest,
sume  distance  from
the infantry. On the
extreme left  French
had great difficulty in
keeping the enemy in
checlk. His cavalry
had to be strung out
on the summit of the
hills which he held,
repetling by  carbine
fire the incessant at-
tacks of De la Rev.
Here O Horse Artil-
lery Battery greatly

distinguished iself,

remaining i action
all day under a heavy
rifle-fre.  The British

were kl,'!'l[ \\'l'” N THE CLV: BATTERY ENGAGED OUTSIDE PRETORIA. Jone 11, 15
. - . x e The Batere furaishind by the Honoorable Artillery Company o the City mperinl Volunteors was In action with Fagets
5 1“1"-']' and in conse- force outside Pretoria, whilst the mfanry division of the same corps u..-'r.nrl)'r._' on its gallant Hehe with the Boers at

tabde %
Didrrond - Hill

quence the losses of

the cavalry only totalled twenty-one, but the horses were utterly worn out by the hard work demanded
of them, hl. spite of General French's energetic employment of his \\'(r;lk- force, the Boers in small
IH‘HTI}H__’I'.': did succeed in working round his flank, and the escort of an officer, sent back on the night
of the 12th to report to Lord Roberts, was captured. But by the early morning of the 13th the

3 = 1 = * T e . i e -~ N - - - .
Boers had fallen back, French was able to 11115]1 on to T\\"i.‘t_'f‘.it‘lll.'ll"l_: his horses were in such a
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wretched condition that anything like a vigorans pursuit was out of the question.

. _ He had already
telegraphed that he required 5,000 remounts—an indication of the state

. to which his cavalry had been
reduced.  On June 14 he rode into IEland's River. but found De Lisle was there

The enemy had in similar fashion evacuated the positions facing Pole(
De Lisle, marching east in good order.

belore him.

-arew, lan Hamilton, and
Hamilton and De Lisle promptly followed them up, but they
had got too good a start to be overtaken, and were able to carry off all |

| their guns and almost all
thelr wagrons.,

De Lisle only caught the last of their CONYOYs, pouring into it

their a heavy fire and
inflicting upon it serious loss,

'he Boers on their part had had enough of hghting for the time, and
retreated towards Middelburg and the north, where they ceased 1o give furthe

r trouble |1|Il'il|:{ _Ill!lr:,

Y
1% 3

2.3 iz
i!r I;I“,g
Qe 1T

PROCLAIMING THE ANNEXATION OF THE ODRANGE FREE STATE ATl

The proclamation was. r by General Pretymon, Military Governor of Hlosmifont Icom: ik int or ¥
spectutors are here photographed W the ace of salutiog the g whleh Had bee 1 by Lord ach [l
karmesd the guard 1o the Markes Squara

The DBritish losses iu this action were 14 killed, 144 wounded, and 4 missing. The Boer losses
were certainly in excess of the British, and may be placed at oo to goo. But the enemy succeeded
i making good their escape and, though forced back, sustamed no shattering
Casualties. i S 1 i iy s st d
defeat, It was the old story on our part of a cavalry with worn-out horses and
attenuated numbers, unable to get in upon the enemy’s flanks, or to pursue the Boers when they had
taken to Hight. :
During the course of the battle Lord Roberts had been compelled by the bad news from the
Orange River Colonv—for the Free State had been annexed to the British Empire
Annexation of the

Orange Free State under that title by Lord Roberts in a proclamation issued on May 28—to hurry
riLngc f o

back to Pretoria. so as to be able to deal with the situation in the south. On

i . = . . - 3 ¥ andanalilic 3 =y (e
lan Hamilton's march northward from Heilbron in May, General Colvile. with Macdonald’s Brgade,
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had been ordered to follow from Ventersburg by way of Lindley and occupy Heilbron.  The

; : o i | Spragee, reached K on May 23, and was at once
13th Yeomanry Battalion, under C olonel Spragge, reached Kri -mln_L id on \‘[ l_\‘ 3 ‘EI d 5 at e
directed to march to Lindley and there join General Colvile, with a convoy ol

The Yeomanry in

diffloulties wageons, to which it was to act as escort. A forged telegram, which after-events
iffic g B

proved to have been sent by the Boers, but which purported to come from General
Colvile at Lindley on May 23, laid down the route to be followed. The Yeomanry left an the evening
of the 25th and made a forced march to Lindley, which they reached, with their horses utterly
worn out, early on the 27th. As the village was approached o party of horsemen were .k:_:..'r\'n t
ride out of it'. They were at fArst taken to be Colvile's rearguard. But the scouts, pushing on
ahead, sent word |r.u_-:k that not only had Colvile gone, but that the horsemen were Boers, The
convoy was left a mile from the village, and two companies out of the four cautiously entered Lindley.
.-'\Imu;t at once the Boers showed in force on the heights round the place, and skirmishing began.
Lindley was held tll about 5 p.m., when the enveloping tactics of the enemy compelled Colonel

Spragee to order a retitement. and under cover of the fire of two Colt guns he withdrew to the

7 [ *ﬁwnmmm. HIHH‘ I

P T AT ? VO, h““._
i :
)

il

comnyaoy.
This con-

¥
| ! ever, he
must  sub-
sequently
nave aban-

doned, as

hestated in
his mes-
Sages
Rundleand
Colvilethat
he had fooc
(1|1]'\' forone
day. His

men and

Photo by Kdpecombe deapfort West l]!_ll'ﬁl_‘:-_} WEere
COLONEL SPRAGGE AND OFFICERS OF THE 4318 AND frin COMPANIES: [MPERIA YEOMANRY, CAPTURED AT
LINDLEY, June 35 1goo S0 L'.',‘CI"].UEL-
Colonel Spragge stz at the head of the table, 1o the right T the pleture.  On his rehe are fin onler Fieut, Stannus. Captain R, Rabinsbn \"d [}I'it re-
Lieut Villlors Swoact, Lieot, Do Pre, and Veterinary Licut. Fenner. On his left Captalty Hadley, M. Lieur Robin, Captain Lord Longford, y 1
Lietr. Writht, Lient, Lane yrar
treat to

Kroonstad was out of the question, even if he had been able to fight his way through the surrounding
Boers, now one or two thousand strong. Accordingly, confident in the beliel that General Calvile
would turn back to his aid on hearing the firing, he seized some kopjes near at hand, and during the
night entrenched himsell as best he could. He had succeeded, before the wires were cut. in tele-
: graphing his situation to Lord Roberts, promising to hold out some days; he
Fruitless appeals | R : o E

for help. had also sent to Colvile a messenger who got through the enemy’s lines and
reached that general on the morning of the 28th at a point twenty miles from

Lindley. But Colvile was himself hard pressed by the Boers. He had been skirmishing with the
enemy daily since his departure from Ventersburg: moreover, he was under orders from Loril
Roberts to be at Heilbron on the 2gth. Heilbron is forty miles by road from Lindley, or three
days' march. If he turned back, it was certain that he would not arrive at the required time, when
some much larger and more important combination might fail. He therefore decided ot to return,
sent back a message to that effect, and advised Colonel Spragge lo retreat to Kroonstad, authorising

=

him to abandon his stores and convov.
After a night's intermission. the Boer rifle-fire recommenced on the morning of the 28th, and
continued all that and the two following days. The breastworks thrown up offered poor protection,

and the losses were considerable. On the night of the 3oth Colonel Spragee sent ont two scouts with
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a fresh message, imploring assistance, to General Colvile, and  yet another to General Rundle.  One

of the two sent to Colyile, on hearing that there was no hope of help from Jum, at once rode to
Lard Methuen's column, which was at this moment marching on Heilbron.,  Lard Methuen acted
with the most praiseworthy energy and decision. He immediately  changed the direction of his
advance, and moved so swiftly that within 25 hours of the moment at which the appeal reached him
he arnved upon the scene of action, But he found a feld tenanted only by the dead. There,
before him, lay some forty of the Yeomanry whao had fallen; the living had wvanizhed, and it was
learnt that the battalion had surrendered two days earlier—on May 31, The Boers had brought up
two field-guns and a ** Pom-Pom,” the shells of whicly at short range inflicred heavy loss, The

white flag was raised

Burrender at Lindley.

woone of the fouor
companies, holding an outlying kopje, and
the other three followed suit and sur-
rendered te prevent further effusion of
blood. The total British losses are vari-
ously stated at 78 and 111, and, as no
full and official report has appeared, it
is impossible to say which figure s
carrect. The resistance was less strenuous
than might have been expected of a

force of such high quality—for some of

ENTRANCE TO THE PRISON ENCLOSURE AT
NOOITGEDACHT, ANID THE MEN WHO GUARDED 1T,

it wik ot this spot that the Yeomanry captured at Lindley
were confined,

the best blood in England was among
the captured troopers.  But, at least, it
seems to illustrate the weakness of a
hastily assembled, ill-disciplined volun-
teer force. Not less humiliating is the
fact that the prisoners were seen by a
British officer, who had escaped from
the Boers, proceeding quietly north
under the guard of only eight armed
men. The Prussians, in 1866, wondered

when two Austrian batteries, numbering

YEOMEN INSIDE THE PRISON NODITGEDACH N Vi

: ) ; : S T OGO AC T zo7 men, taken at Tobitschau, allowed
=ik a : I*\“I‘ ab the picture and wearing a cap Is Mr. Goschen B

oj kel .":‘ A the Admiraley Lord Leliriin, son of the Chisf Jusiice, i5 [}1"“].‘31.'1\'!.’5-% to [“_ lTliIl’(.‘.hL.‘lj] l.l“ ll[IlJET iwn

escort of 25 cuirassiers.
A second mishap followed speedily upon this mortifying affair.  Colvile's troops at Heilbron were
short of food and ammunition, and had the enemy all about them. It was a matter of urgerit necessity
Do ek ke t\ul.a].lizl»:l-lrr_”[t c}'\i:rr:i\l';u_\r-ll:h;“rl-::_:]l to tlh.-:‘m. “.-?("(w.nwlin;:l_\'. _?,:?“\‘\:I_‘.,:“;.:HHH ](_-.I_'l.lh{_-. 1‘;1i]|\?':|'r al
convay,; ) : June 1. guarded by only 160 details of the Highlund Irigade.
Captain Corballis, of the Army Service Corps, was in charee of the convoy:
Captain Johnson in command of the troops.  Conflicting orders were received, directing the convos
to. move on Heilbron, and advising it to wait, Under these circumstances it adopted, what 1s always
a most dangerous course in war, the middle coarse. and halted on the Rhenoster, half-way |Jt'l\\'«'t.!l1

Vredelort Road and Heilbron, till the night of the 2nd, when it resumed its march. The infantry
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escort for the most part got into the waggons and went to

sleep—not that it mattered much what
they did when a helpless and unwieldy

array of oxen and waggons was calmly walking into the
midst of 3,000 enemies. On the afternoon of the Jrd signs of
laagered, and a message was sent back to Vredefort Road, where was a force of about 1,000 men
of all arms—details of various regiments with few officers—under Major Haig, asking for
messenger returned at 8 a.m. of the 4th with the news that Haig had started, and
camp.  An hour later a message from the Boers reached the convay. It sapd; *

the enemy were seen, the convaoy

1n:.|p. Tll(_‘,
wis near the

I have 1,200 men
and five guns.  Surrender at once—De Wet.” After some futile attempts at negotiation Capt

ain
Johnson capitulated. A successfill resistance was of course out of

the question, and, as a matter of
fact, Major Haig, when only a couple of miles from the convoy, had been compelled to return by
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MAT OF THE SCENE OF OPERATIONS AGAINST DE WET, Jine, 1900,

the movements of a Boer farce in his rear, which was threatening his line of .rt‘t.run;ltl.znqld ‘tht?
railway. Nor was it possible for the convoy to withdraw. .Bul the C[}n_s,ml“un.cﬁs ;.-l' .11;'”:;;_:;.\\::}1::;
extremely grave. De Wet was supplied with warm clothing ::mc.l stores ”{ al (Fbtr[.i,l\,g .upml
Highland Brigade was reduced to desperate straits for food, so ‘E_II&LI %t 1\\':;b‘|ltfirllt 0:::'“::; L
quarter rations; and the Boers were immensely cncr;:ura;:tjd by tln_«‘ secon Jl‘ll :L] t ”;,I.‘:L;.,,l“u\-h_.
whao had taken the oath of neutrality flocked ta De Wet's side, :uuii his l(:!l“('.(: gru\\. a n‘w? I:, J;UCL‘L‘d-t,“
in strength. Who was responsible for the incredible mistake of rm!t‘r.m_'_: _Lhe. -—(.E])Ib]':l:)_\“" _ tt.m S
Heilbron under such an escort has not yet been revealed: though General l“,‘.“ .lh]...t.“.idcncc
shortly after these incidents, it does not seem that he was to blame for I.h‘r'-l‘ﬂ—:lt"lL.:.d]r].l. iﬂ.l :i:;’ g
\\'I'lich.l is accessible. The affairs of the Yeomanry and the convoy help to swell the &

mysteries in this war,
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N 3 & : 12 farm s \ =
cuccess. De Wet now turned his attention to the railway. His farm was in the

Flushed avith ; : : | alliidiois
the Rhenoster, and every inch of ground from Vredefort Read to Honing Spruit was

revion watered Dby

in  consequence
familiar o him,
It s a kopje-
studded, spruit-
broken  region,
wherelocal know-

ledee must stand

a soldier in good
stead. On June 3
a rarding detach-
ment from  his

force th'#t:'L'"\'('(l

ihtr;lll“.‘.l'\-hr“}:l.. A MONSTER GUN IN THE TRANSVAAL.
at Roodeval; on Thiathiige we £ g hich calibre: b eallsl - Kandaksr. Ll frath n faeh AL Chfstow
i b fired, 3 =on Artlilery he pliot iy
?]'r'.' f.l{h b 1.'| e f ut 1o two howiteers of aboot the
y X " S shorter and lght
Boer force show-
ed itself near Vreedefort Read, but, thongh it exchanged a hot fire with the British garrison at that
place, made ne serious attack. The rmilway, however, was again broken north of Vredefort Road.

he mext stroke was aimed against the DBritish post on the Rhenoster, where a
Disaster on the

Rhenoster: new ratlway bridge, in place of the one demolished by the Boers in their retreat,

was m course of construction. Here, too, a vast amount of stores and supplies
for the army had accumulated, waiting transport to the front. There were hundreds of tons of
ammunition, including lyddite shells for the as yet unused g4-inch howitzers, which had a place in
Lord Roberts' siege-train: there were thousands of great-coats, blankets and winter uniforms, with
stacks of forage and innumerable truck-loads of flour, beef, and biscuits: last, but in the eyes of
the army mot least, were 1.500 mail bags, containing letters and parcels for the troops. In fact,
there was everything which could tempt the Boers to a raid. To protect the stores and the
bridge the total force available was a
company of rallway pioneers and the
gth (Militia) Battalion of the Derbyshire
Regiment, totalling about 6Goo men; of
these, 150 were on the south of the
river, and the other 4350 four miles off
on' the north bank. There were no guns.
An attack was known to be imminent,
but appeals for help brought the dis-
quicting answer from Kroonstad that no
more. troops could be spared, and that
the post must da the best it could. The
Derbyshires only marched in late in the
night of the 6th, and were unable in the
dackness carefully to  examine their
camping ground, which lay midway be-
tween the Khenoster and a line of kopjes,
about a mile away. In these kopjes the

Boers were already lurking, so close at

A lbe e A i e s hand that they clearly heard the officers

one day notléed | Poors 1 - : = 7

noa ihis work was come  BIVING orders to the sentries and learnt
& wized their opportunity . -

where iheir father bunied it ac the countersign. Two companies are
went that the explosive matectal had 2 SHREDSS RIC

stated to have been placed in the kopjes,
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though on this point the authorities are not all agreed. In the course of the night  Australian
scouts and Kaffirs warned the officers that the enemy were close at hand in oreat strength, but the
warning was treated with nidicule. A few shots, however, were fired, upon which the outposts wer
strengthened, and then, as nothing more happened, the bulk of the force turned in.  Their sleep was
not for long; between 2 dand 3 a.m. a terrific fusillade was poured into the camp from the High
ground all round. Yet the militia, thongh subjected to one of the severest frials that can befall

soldiers in war, and thoongl) raw

troops now for the first  time
under fire, behaved finely. They
rallied from their surprise and
made what reply they could.
Their Colonel, Baird-Douglas,
swore he would shoot the frst
man who raised the white flag,
and mot till he had been killed,
with many of his officers, did
anyone suggest suarrender. At
daylight the Boers opened with
four guns and a “ Pom-Pom,”
inflicting terrible loss. Nuo en-
trenchments  had  been  dug;
little cover could be found : and

it was known that there was no

chance of reinforcements arriving.

The only thing that could be done

was to fight until sufficient loss

had been incurred to take away

any taint of dishonour from sur-
render.  About 1o am. of the
7th this point was reached, the
white flag was hoisted, and the
battalion laid down its arms.
The small post to the south
of the river was likewise attacked,
but not till daybreak. Under
cover of a flag of truce demanding
its  surrender, the Boers ap-
proached to within 8oo yards
and opened with a field-gun and
with about seo rifles. The first

shell fired landed in the very

midst of the British, killing and CHRISTIAN DE WET,

5 burn aboot 1852 springs [tam  the wiks of the berter sducged
Indian corn) and

mangling four men and wounding
three others, But with fine
pluck and coolness the rest of

g, whideh k. hi

&, but speculag

1 tlme to time alivy

yEhing dpprodachi v milltary edocntion, As a0 Free
ith diztriet] be wmight have taken a prominent part in polics

compratively aloof

the detachment faced the Boers,

firing with such accuracy and steadiness that they were forced to remove their gun to 2,000 vards.
A second gun came up and opened at 7.30 a.m.; and three hours later. just as the noise of firing
ceased in the quarter where the rest of the Derbyshires were fighting, three more guns and anaother
large force of Boers arrived. The detachment was shelled from the front and rear, and the enemy’'s
marksmen succeeded in working in to within 500 yards. It was now mid-day, and the prospect was

absolutely hopeless.  ““We had,” savs a Canadian officer engaged, “no hope of receiving assistance
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from Kroonstad it was a hopeless struggle against tremendons odds, with no prospeet of
The white flag was accordingly shown, and with 12 killed and 17 wounded out of 150 the

reliel.” 0
The total British loss in these two actions on the Rhenoster was 35 killed,

detachment surrendered.
111 wounded. and about 500 prisoners.

De Wet at once proceeded to destroy all the stores that he counld not carry off.  The mail-bags
were ripped open, searched, and burnt with their contents; forage, provisions, and ammunition were
colleeted In mountainous piles and set on fire; the almost completed bridge was thoroughly destroyed,

and the lineofrailway

[ De Wet wreaks .0y, up {rom
destruction on the . - vl
railway. America Station to

Leenw Spruit—a dis-
of 30 miles.  All the S8th and gth
he waited o the nesghbourhood ; but then,

tance

learning that Lord Kitchener with a strang

force was marching down [rom the north
and Lord Methnen up from the south, he
promptly fell back from the line, on his way
exchanging fire with Methuen's advanced
guard, in an affair which the British re-
ports pompously described as 4 complete

victory,” but which in real truth was a

IOLING THE BRITISH

STORES AT ROODEVAL STATION

stratégic success for the
Bioers, since they got away
with their prisoners and
waggons, and did not lose
more than une or two men.
The two British columns
effected a junction and set
to work to repair the line.
De XWet was not lone before
he gave fresh evidence of
his  activity and daring,
Marchine all the vening of
the 13th, he struck ths

railway at Leeuw Spruit

Erom o skeloh by a British officer.

Station aboat mi o a1 3
' 3 tmidnight, and HIGHLANDERS SEARCHING AMONGST THE DEBRIS OF T DESTROYED MAIL-BAGS AT
surrounded] the station, in ROODEVA]
which were standing two traine 3 lies ar ' i

. ! tanding two trains with suppiies and raillway material.  The working Party, 200 strong
was taken by surprise: a Hail of lets s i £9e ot
¥ prise; a hau of bullets was poured in upon them as they were mending the line but
there were only nine rifles at hand.
the enemy, though the traine

i spite of the fact that I i
the workers succeeded in holding off

and the new bridee over the spruit were destroved.
_ k upon Kopjes Station, near at hand, where Lord
asleep in a siding, and where i
Colonel Girouard.

N B Earma Flma
another attack was s I l}IL.. SHINE  Tlme

. ] Kitchener himself was
e canstruction train was at work under the  personal supervision of
ALy the opportune arrival of 1= ; i i

. S & C 1530 mounted infantey  wit) ‘ NS Save
situation and compelied the rotr 24, L two guns saved the

. eat of the Boers,
After this i_-.\']_:}-rt"l B Wet dy

who managed to make

a bag of 40 or 50 prisoners
b g . _ : i [Unmn:_\.
terimined to keep quiet for some diys

as he learnt that Lord Kitchener
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was taking the most vigorous steps to put a stop to his depredations. On the morning of the 14th
another attack was made upon the ling of communications, by a quite independent hody of Eoers, at
the Zand River, south of Kroonstad. Here, however, the enemy were held in check till General Knex
could come np [rom Kroonstad, when he scattered them in all directions.  Unhappily this affair cost
the life of NMajor

Seymour,* a dis-

tinguished Ame-
riCan  engineer,
who  had ren-
dered  brilliant
service in the
Railway Ploneer
regiment.
Meantime, in
the east af (he
['ree State Ge-
nerals  Rundle
and Brabant
had been stead-
ily pushing for-
ward, fanking

I_ord Roberts’

advance. (n
May 18 they
held a line from

Clocolan to

MRS HEUGER LISTENING TO HER GRAN

MISS NETTIE ELDEE, WHO IS/ READING

LA NEWS FROM THE FRO?

Phen f L 1
resic £ vl y the
oar im he ehi nita savig
L.ate niriea 1o Secure Kruger's safety and
laty eolf padd ber wocnremonbal visie

Winbure with the formidable pazs of
Mequatling’s Nek behind them. Here

some hundreds of de-
Operations of Rundls

P e - ¥ . - .
b S e, termined men could

l.'[:-ii_'q have -Er.-lil}«':ﬂ
thelr passage for davs or weeks, but
De Wet had ;I[llhll'!‘l'l]_\ decided to fall
back. in alarm at Lord Raoberts’ progress.
On the 25th Senckal was reached, while
Brabant seized Fileksbure: but this was
not achieved without some sharp skir-

mishing, the Yeomanry with Rundle

suffering  considerably.  They were in
ML, IGER'S DRAWING-REOOM, advance when they were vigorously
SULIRE T O S S RUGR L0 Sy SRS R T P RS attacked by the Boers. Major Dalbia

and four troopers ol the Middlesex Yeomanry were killed ; four other troapers were wotnded.
Fortnnately Camphell’s brigade of infantry arrived just in timie to prevent more serious loss. At Senekal,

Rundle halted for supplies, but receiving news that Colonel Spragge, with the 13th Yeomanry, was in a

* See his portrait in the group on p. 37z
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w, he determine v osirike at the enemy, in
desperate situation at Lindley, he determined to st \

."-".. __nv"-

onderfully alike ; there are dlways
) and iran, with cofrugated
great expanse of veldi n the
forigraund is 1 ne stornied by tie
baction Major Dalbiae met his death, May as,

May 25-29, 1900.

the hope of diverting their

attention from the
beleaguered cle-
tachment. It was
impossible for him
ta reach ]_III(HL'_'. 1
time to give help,
as that town is
forty miles from
senekal, and
Spragge  had re-
ported  that he
had i"i'li_\' tood for
twenty-four hours.

At one o'clock
on May 28, there-
fore, General Sir

Leslie Rundle led

all his available force ont of Senekal, marching zlong the Bethlehem

road. Three battalions had to be detached to hold Senekal, leaving

him only Camphell’s brigade, composed on this occasion of the 2nd Grenadiers, znd Scots Guards,

2nd East Yorkshire, and z2nd West Kent, with the 4th and 7th Yeomanry Battalions, and the 2nd

and 7gth Field Batteries—a total of less than 4,000 men. IFrom Senekal to the steep hills, known as

the Tafelbere and Biddulphberg, which rise in an amphitheatre athwart the Bethlehem track, was about

six miles of veldt, covered with erass. dry and inflam-
mable, and in places so tall that a man was hidden [
i it.  The British troops reached the foot of the hills
before  evening  and carefully reconnoitred the Boer
position, suffering some loss, From a farm flving the
white flag a party of Driscoll’s Scouts was fired at,
and one man killed and another wounded. At sunset
the men bivouacked under the height, in readiness o

attack next day. The night was a miserable one for

all, the cold being intense.
At dawn of the zath General Rundle determined
ta turn the enemy’s right, The infantry were marched

five miles in a north-easterly direction

Battle of S z SR
Biddulphberg. tll they faced the Biddulphberg,
The crest of that mountain  had
been carefully watched bv the scouts and officers with
the help of strone glasses; at first g large number of

Boers were Seen but then they seemed to vanish, and

it was supposed that they had retired. The artillery

wias brounehi up to make certain, arnd the two batteries

searched the mountain ridge with a hail of shrapnel.

Not a shot was fired in reply s not

@ human  being
could: bLe

SEen stirring  an the desolate, stone-strewn

SUITIT L, Meantime, great inconvenicnce had been

caused the troops by fires in the deep grass, due to

careless soldiers dropping matches,

These blazed up
m anore than ope

= A good denl hns hee N sald and writt
direction, and compelled the Grena- o ratle ar o foras. The

I
€ position again and again,  After thirty fheberman Amblines Corps

in

diers to chang

(hote by W, B G

Waen's Drsfr

INTERIOR OF A BOBER HOSPITAL TRAIN

en b disparagement of the hospital
FEShOWN Appears to e very
rtlemnng on the Flght is a memboy

] 10 ane on the lol 1s 8 well-known,
Free Stute doctar, The two nurses are ladles fram 11

e Continent
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minutes of bombardment, as there was still no sten of the énemy, the infantry prepared to advarice

The Grenadiers in the most open order faced the Biddulphberg;

> S

four guns of the 2nd Battery went forward and opened on the
farm whenee the white flag had been shown the previous day,
while the 7gth Battery took post close to the infantry. A number
of Yeomanry and several transport waggons collected just to the
rear of the batteries.

At the second shot the Boers disclosed their presence. It has
sinee been said that they were greatly nferior in numbers to the British
troops to whom they opposad so stubborn a resistance.  Suddenly
a single quick-firing gun replied from a position close to the farm
and began to place shells all round the 2nd Battery.  The Yeomanry

and transport at once were compelled to execute *fa strategie
movement to the rear.™ “T regret to put it on record,” says the

Daily Telegraph correspondent, *“that the four guns of the 2znd

Battery were unable to do the enemy’s gun the least jury.

Indeed, for a considerable time the one oun fired more projectiles

7 Phato by Argent
than our four. Qur ranging was wretchedly bad, and when shrapnel R
= : VIDR DALBIAG,

was used the fuses were so badly timed that the bullets pelted into  xied ae Sencka

which he et

the hillside behind the gun instead of into the gunners.  So -

a b kebir
thie Mieatianry

cffective was M;lj!)]’ MeCree's ]'::'lliul‘_\‘ that General Rundle ordered
np the zath. It did much better, and in a few moments the Boer gun was temporarily silenced.
All this time no rifle shot had been fired, and not a Boer was visible except the fow serving the
gun. It looked as if by some accident the gun had been left behind, and that we had nothing to do
but go and take it.”

In exconse for the British shooting, it must be remembered that the 2nd Battery was one of the
scratch  batteries, hurriedly despatched at the epoch of disaster, with hall-trained gunners, and that

the suns were inferior to

the Boer weapon in pat-
tern.  While this artillery
duel was i progress. the
grass fires had spread, and
now a roarng sheet of
fame and a heavy pall of
smoke rose between the
two  opponents.  Belore
the fames could com-
pletely bar the road, the
Grenadiers were ordered
to dash forward and se-
cure the gun. Thev sprang
to thewr feet and swept
up against the farm; at
once the DBoer weapon
turned its whole fire on
them and began to pelt
them with shraprel as

;
fast as the gunners could

fire, without, however,

[Photo by Kalgh & Sons, Liee.
A FAMILY OF YEOMAN BROTHERS, ]'liH.!I!‘[{' aman. Then from
These are six young men of Lee, brothers named W
were presont at the celiel of Lisdley, the taking of Bethlehem, a other actions in the disuids; ang
the elbow, and another had hig hat blown off by 4 shell, Whether they wire kpown by numbers, or how otherwise = -
they were distingulshed, hus pot teanspieed. of mfles, above the rour

Uhiey ' TaR
¢ thraugh the 1‘11!)_'1: came the crackle

tloy, ull in the éznd Company of [
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of the flames, and 1t was seen that the enemy were there
to the horror of the onlookers, the Hames began to creep towards these prostrate men.

dropped, and t
Some stageered to their feet with uniforms smouldering and

iers, more unfortu-

flesh singed and managed to eseape; ot
nate, perished terribly in the conflagration. The aspect
of the battle-held was appalling.  The uprear of the
artillery, the crash of bursting shells. the sputtering of
the 1'ifiv:~'. the heavy roar ol the grass-fires, made up an
infernal concert, while shiroinding everything was the pall
of white smoke, veiling a hell of suffering, out of which
from time to time came stricken men, or the stretcher-
bearers with their sad loads. The Scots Guards and West

Kents were put in to support the Grenadiers, but ne ground

could be gained. The enemy had the great advantage
of an enormously strong position.  The intended Hank

attack had become a frontal assault, which there was na
chance of pushing home. At this moment General Rundle
received orders fromy Lord Robeérts to move to the assist-
ance of General Brabant, who was reported to be in
difficulties further to the east. A withdrawal was therefor
necessary. IFirst the Seots Guards, then the West Kents.
and last the Grenadiers fell back, keeping superb  order.
In this retreat Licutenant Oumlter of the Grenadiers heard

that some of his wounded comrades were lving far to the

front, in danger of being burnt to death. With a squad of
brave men he went back nnder a heavy fire from the
l.-‘l‘ll"llu_\...l!:nl
[J."ll]flf_:l'll off
six of the
wounded.
Private
Daniel par-
treunlar]y
distin-
guished

timself by

The British

less than 30

as severgly,

in force. Many of the Grenadiers

[Phato by I, U

Davrmelt,

LORD CHESHAM
Ing Tmperial Yeotnanry, wis
ri=l the Coldstrenny Guards, 1540+ 10
He ritired from ser
ran 1 IX$

Command Eduocated at

GSsHrs, (8-

anid the (6th Lanesrs, 186
vicded his facl ther = |
Muster of the Royal Buekbounds: the
m this capaeity,

dashing inte the flames and rescuing @ helpless man.

losses in this sad affair were heavy. No

men were killed and 134 wounded, while

the missing, among whom it is to be feared wele many
burnt w death, numbered twelve, Nor was General

Rundle's object attained, The Boers, however, suffered

'l']rl-}' hadd many killed and wounded, in-

A PEN-ANDAINK AGITATOR cluding among the latter their Commandant, De Villiers.
Y

I

A Hollunder risalist

FFor these wounded they sent in a flag of truce to
Gieneral Rundle, asking medical aid and brandy, which

the British general granted. On June 1 Rundle closed

up to Brabant, marching to Hibernia. while Brabant’s

troops were now  extended Trom Ficksburg north-westward

trotns ”1‘ the f‘l\.'ll'. I’l\'.-‘-]llll. [IlI:L'_ l\“;i]ul.l[-'-. Iui_u“r Al "\»_'||r'|\'l|]_ I"r'|'|' some tbime

moveent m this quarter. as the whole

from working through this line of defern e to the south,

to Hammonia.  Genera Clements, with

there was no forward

energy of the British troops was required to prevent the Boers
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Meantime, in the western ficld of war, Sir Charles Warren., alter his transference from Natal to

the office of Military Governor of lil'ii|||.1].‘1l1|.| West, had been busy pac il;\'in}_; that desolate and disturbed
district.  With a small mobile column of Colomals, Yeomaney, and Canadian Artillery he encamped
on May 2g at Faber's Put,

farm to the west of

Z\‘I-IH I'.'I'[-]['I\" Ol

Warren

subjugates the Vaal, Her

Griqualand he was sud:
West. -

denly attacked
Ly relicls at dasvt of the
oth.  They crept up to
within! fifty yards of the
unp, eloding  the oot-
posts, and then poured 4
tremendous: five upon th
lintish from three sides.
Thi NISEs  Werl Starm-

["'|=‘l. and heavw losse:

were  nfiered npen  the
British tro ps. So dead]y :
s the hre that the shield ..

it the Yeomaury Colt oun

EMPHKEIAL VEOMANLY AOUTS WITH RATON OR TWERTY DAYS

shattered.  But  the
Canadian Artillers rapidly came nto action. and the Leitish, after the first mamentary confusion of he
unexpected attack, fuught with the utmost coolness and determination. sSir Charles 'Warren showed
(reat bravery: riding, onlmly to and fro with his stafi. and three of the officers round him either were
wounded or had their horses shot under them. At leneth  the enemy lost heart and retived, leavine
thirteen dead on the field, The British loss was about hite killed and wounded. among the former
eing the gallant Colonel Spence, of the Duke of Edinburely’'s Volunteers— o cr: ok Cap l‘r:::um regiment.
Fhis affarr was a death-blow to the rising i Grigqualand West, though the Boer leader in this <T!l;11‘1l‘!‘.
De Villiers, did not surrender to Sir Charles Warren until June zo, when le ani 226 of His men
ane m oand were made prisoners.  Yet further to the west, at Kheis, Colonel Adwe gmned a victory
ver the rebels on May 27, He attacked thei comp; and with o loss of only {\w—Ht\'—li\'u-. I\“lll"l'J]I]l'l'l'l-\'

1

ronted them, o fed a Bondie el f T . .
L Iy captured a hundred prisaners, larerx guantities of stock, and 3,000 rounds of AMmuENition.




FHE PORTION OF THE sora MOUNTAIN BATTERY. WHICH ESCAPED FROM MCOCHDLSON'S NER, AND AFTER THE
RELTEE OF LAGYSMITH FOUGHT WITH BULLER.

CHAPTER XXIX.
GENERAL BULLER'S ADVANCE INTO THE TRANSVAAL.
lioer stronghold & Laing’s Nek—Conflerence between Buller and  Christian Botha—Composilis of the Filth Division—

Dirakensherg Hasses—Hombardment of the heights—Dotha's Pass won—Strueele for Alleman’s Nek—Roers retreat into
the Transvaal—DBuller’s tactics—Securing the British night flank—Junction of Natal Army with Lord Robers:

need of repairing the railway. and after lang preparation. General Buller was once
| 2 s g Preg

more ready too move, The Boers held Lammg's Nek with a force

Boer stronghold at i . -
Laing’s Nek. of some four or Ave thousand men, and. owing to the streneth
of the position, had to be maneeuvred out of it. The hrst point

was to divert their attention from the flank selected for attack. To accomplish this,

and to clear the Boers away from the British right. where they menaced the line of

commumeation, General Hildyard was directed to move on Utrecht on May 27, and General Lyttelton
on the Doorberz, a mountain range which risés north-east of the battlefield of Talana Hill, Hildvard
reached Utrecht and received the surrender of the town on the zgth, while Lyttelton cleared the Doorn-
berg,  This work achieved, both columns returned to take part in the operations agamst Laing's Nek.
The Boer lines at Iaing's Nek began on Mount Poswana, to the east of the Buffalo River,
Thence they followed the ridge; in which is the Nek, to Majuba, and from Majuba bent south-westwards
to the Drakensberg at Ouagea’s Nek. follawing this miountain range to the south of Botha's Pass.  The

total length to be defended was about twenty miles;

on  the west the line rested upon the towering
mountains which part Natal from the Orange River
Colony : on the east it was not easily to be turned,
as the country there is broken, roadless, and brush-
covered.  On Pogwana the Boers had mounted =
bie Creusot. The British troops held the summit
of Inkwelo, whicll fises even bigher than Majuba,
and on itz lower slopes, «during the 2g9th, monnted
two  4t7's and  two naval 1z-pounders. At this

junctare, when all was ready.

Conference hetween
Buller and : i
Christian Botha,  approich his adversary, Christinn
Botha, brother of the more

General  Buoller determined  to

JANGAR, OR SHELTER. NEAR THE HOER CAMP, NORTI
famous Louls, te try whether bloodshed could not OF LADYSMUTH
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On June = the two opposing generals met and Buller wreed Batha to

be avoided by negotintion. / s
surrender his artillery, promising that the burghers should be allowed to go to their farms with thei
rifles. subject to Lord Raberts' consent.  Botha asked for three davs™ armistice. in which the British
: to move, that he might censult the Boer anthorities, st on June 5 sent word that

oops were not
he could not accept the terms.

It was thus necessary to expel the

Boers by foree.
Composition of the

Fifth Division Ceneral Buller Ia:|..!
available Hildvard's

Fifth Division, composed thus:

CORKE., 101H BrRIGADE.
2nd Dorset, 2nd Middlesex, 1st lonmskilling fusi-
liers, 15t Dublin Fusiliers.

WYNNE T1H BRIGADE,
and Royal Lancaster, 2nd Lancashire Fusiliers.
15t South Lancashires, 15t York and Lancisters

HAMILTON. 2§D BRIGADE.
and East Surrey, 2nd West Yorks, 2nd Devans,
2nd West Surrey.
South African Light Horse,
7thy 1qth, and G4th Field Batteries
s and other Heavy Guns, Naval Guns.
61st and apother Howitzer Battery.
Three * Pom-Poms.”

Aided by two Cavalry Brigades:
BROCKLEHURST, 28D CAVALRY BRioam
15th Hussars.
1gth Hussars,

A Horse Artillery Battery
DUNDONALD, 3rD CAVALRY BRIGAD
Thorneyeroft's Mounted Infantry.
Regulur Mounted Infantry (Composite Regiment
With this farce of about 10.000 et

and 45 guns he had decided to attack

Drakensberg Passes. the B right: on
the Drakensbere.
There were two passes, either of which
he might assail—Quagpa’s Nek to the
north; and Botha's Nek to the south

oth ‘entrenched by the 12, . . [ Ehote by L. Weindinal
both entrenched by the Boers: the first GENERAT PENN SYMONS' GRAVE,
strongly, the second mdiffevently. arel ke photogeaph was ki diring the. Hoer weonparlon of Dndee A fibriciont T Al
wenn nreind o thi A vy b pleture inctudies & poriion of the English Clhural

both difficult. The Drakensberr on its

castern face hereabouts falls almnst precipitously for 2,000 feet, and its long ridge is hroken by o

well-defined gaps giving ready passage. At Botha's Nek there is no depression : the ridee does not
drop; but it is here easier of dccess than elsewhere, awing to the fact that the monntain spurs slope

less steeply than to the north and sputh. allowing a bad road o zig-zag deviously up to the summit.

Five and a half miles ta the north-cast of Botha's Pass rises Inkweloane, a summit 6,200 feot high, ar
200 feet higher than the pass; the topmost level of which is 6.000 {aet.
cast of l_h‘-: pass is another mountain. Van Wik's Hill, which is somewhat lower than the crest of the
pass.  On Inkweloane the Boers had gunsy YVan Wyk’s Hill was as

On June 6 the South African Light Horse were ordeced to reconnoitre the summit of Van Wyk's
Hill.  They were supported by the roth Brigade. With difficulty ‘

i occupied the fat sammit, where at once they came under the fire of a Baoer gun on the slopes
3 = o ' =

Four and o half miles to the
vet unocoupied by either side,

they aceomplished the steep ascent
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Reinforce-
ments were sent for, but could not artive at onee, and for four hours the South African Light Horse

of Inkweloane, and of Boer viflemen who hirked on the western slopes of Van Wyk's Hill,

bore the brant of the fght, repelling two  Baoer attempts to recapture the nll.  Then the 2nd Middlesex

and znd Dorsets came np

and secured the position.
The shell fire, however,
continued to be severe, and
|:_\ rll'.,',|$||..|u the troaps on
the summit had suffered a
loiss  of 25 killed ancd
wounded. During the night
the Nawval Brigade went to
work to drag their suns up
| It fwio vl ]_'-||n|||'_|]-_‘r-\
md  then two *;'= Were
ent up to the spmmit. To

place the y7's e sueh g

position swas tooordinary task
the ouns had to b removed
from their fighting corringes:
lashed npon waggons, and then
dragged with trebleé spans o
axetr, assisted by tackle, up th
steep =lopes. By the night o
the 7th, these four long-rang
gunswere ready to open hi
Meantime, tweo British 5-i.
guns had been pluced on the
lower slopes of Inkwelo, the
mountiain wihi I o one: side
lnces ITnkweloane and on th
other Majuba; ofhier  naval
guns had been mounted on

spur to the cast of Van W 5 ks
Hill, and the shole fare
ol nfantry, artillery,  and
mownted  men  had  concen-
trated at Yellowboom [Farm,
which lies just under the hill.
[Fram its new positions the
heavy artillery would now be
able to sweep the rdge of the
Drakensberg with a cross-fire,

from Inkweloane to Bothas

Pass, and pPrepare the wav fora [, Funemors, 8.1, 1824

frontal assault by the infantry. MEETING GF SIR R, BULLER AND CHRISTIAN BOTHA; [une =, tpoo
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Early on the Sth the bombardment of the heights began.  Sixteen long-range weapons, and all

the howitzers and field guns, were quickly in action ; then the Scuth African Light Horse, supported
by the Second Cavalry Brigade, moved forward, and seized without resistance a

Bomha.lz:celir;:r:: cisshe high, conical hill known as Spitz Kop, close under the Drakensberg and to the
' north of Van Wulk's Hill.  Between it and Van Wek's Hill wound the rowd up
infantry  deployed—York and  Lancasters, Royal [Lancasters, South

to Botha's Pass. Next the
in a line fve miles long from kft Lo

Lancashires, East Surrevs, 2nd Devons, and West Yorkshires
Rotha's Pass to the point where the line of the berg makes a sharp angle south of
and scrambling up the steep. almost precipitous, slopes.
Notwithstanding the imunense difficnlny

meht, Trom
Inkweloane, advancing directhy upon the herg,
The right was gparded by the 2od and 3rd Mounted Brigades.
of the ground. the climb was rapidly accomplished. Regiment raced agninst tegiment, and the whale
the euns ceased to pour in thei

line scemed ta spectators to breast the suwmmit simultaneonsly as

f \ S "= . Fhoto oy J, Wallace Beaicy, Durban
I HBATTLE OF BOTHA'S PASS: INFAN FRY GOING INTO.ACTION

coment of | nkantry movements.. Wit
L Wil Gl the level ground nesre the river

Lol-a .:l..-\._:i..- moh may be'made oul advancig in P Bl
eoindividanls mount tie Wil besond, : :

raip of lyddite and shrapnel, and the crest showed through the clouds of smoke from bursting
shells which had enveloped it.  No resistance worth mentioning was offered by the un.vm\ .in. r|1.|1-
centre and left. It was found that the fire of the British heavy suns n.-m{:--ru.«l the l"l'l-'at quite
antenable, but on the right Thorneveroft’s Mounted Infantry were T-hv recipients of a h;ul. u_j-' I.“]H.-r.-
from trenches which had been dug half-asmile back from the mountain rdge. Tt should be said ||1'1.!
a1 the Orange River Colony side the bere does not drop sharply, but [.&1:'-11&4 ﬁ:r.mih-u viuﬁ 1't|;|i'l‘-"
tl_i‘l.'lmi plains.  From these trenches two Boer ** Pom-Poms " :|-m! 4 g-pounder .‘*'h[.‘.”l.'(]l the l'il.'llll'j!.
\‘|:"'.|-'i~.'l_\. Two of the A Battery 12-paunders and the Colts of Dundonald's Brieade Were .[u:\' I
<|'11|r".<|_\' on the ridge—the rz-pounders hauled up. by hand —when the Boep :1:.':i|i:-r\‘ \\"'Il.' 3 .-I-\I"l.T
silenced, and the Boers compelled to retreat. Their withdrawal was :'tl'[‘['[!.‘]“_LIl.'ii [y ll.u- |".1;.a:l :t;l\’l"l‘lll(;\:"

e South African Light Horse up Botha's Pass. To.cover the:
aht Ho up Botha's Pass. To cover their retirem nt the enemy fired the

1 N orass 16 1yes]e = : 1 . S 1 .
long grass on the uplands, and thus veiled the whole country in an impenetrable foe of smoke
X n i e - = ). 85
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The crest won, the British hivouacked on the summit. The losses were insignificant—in all only

sixtedn killed and wounded. The Boer strensth was estumated at from 1,500 (0 2,000 Mmen, though
Eoihias Pass ok, it may .l'lin'l- been less, a5 the enemy had ‘.1.||1l|rjli1utsf:_| attonck: at Quagega's Nek
and had there concentrated the grent bulk of their force. neglecting Batha's Nek.

That nmight and the whole of the gth wer occupied in moving the transport and suns up Botha's

Pass. while the troops remained encamped on the tableland west of the Drik nshere.  On the toth
the advance was resumed. The division marched northwards through the Orange Colany, with th
South African Light Horse acting as vanguard, and entered the Transvaal befor noon. At
the Light Horse reached a hill north of the Guans Viei, whence they conld make
of Boers falling back from Luaing's Nek. The Boers on their part, fearing attac

the J._‘-'|I'Il}1|1l',u commundo lo cover thelr retreat. [t én

iy
ot a large furece

K, at once detachod
giged the Light Horse, inflicting upon thes
" loss of siv killed and eight wounded, but sostaininge  ftaelf vet heavier casualtics.  However,

;H‘{-\-'--Iltt'll ey -

terference with the
Boer retreat.

On the 1rth
Creneral Buller
e more turned
cast  and  headed
for Molksrust, to
regain the ratlway.
The Boers  lad

( Il‘f"!!]lt‘ll < Strang

position  in his
front on 2 ride

running norti-
west  from th
Irakensberg, (he
only pass i whieh
wasAllemans Nek
—ar as. 1t 18 somi

fimes a'!:!'lf. A
mond’'s  Nelk I

DATTOW  gap in 4

line  of  jaggel
> . T | NERA ’ s 1 TTHE N
chiffs. [Fortunately , T ; prains. Pk - elichyand Capis feswedn or
[o Py 1 r

they had not had
tinte to excavate their nsuial deep shell-proof trenches in the slopes, or the task of dislodging the

might have been exceoedingly serpis. 2o many ways.” savs thie Standard
Struggle for Alleman's )

Nek respondent, = the enemy's position ot Alloman’s Nek was stronger than thad
Laing’s' Nek.  The pass ar Alleman’s is much parrower than that at Laing

Nek, and could have, and doubtless swonld hove, Deen tendered impassible by pfle fire aloae, b
Botha only known Cenersl Buller's plan:”  General Buller. however I"-.'HI[.-|'?i;'- oirtwitted Dis adyversan
who was waiting for b ot Ouagen’s Nek, and there diggmge a splendid sestem or trenches:

When the British troops arrivied in front of Sleman’s Nek, the Nek and the heighis on elther sl
of it appeared to be wuoccupied.  Bur the Boers were not o second time to repeat the surprise ol
Colenso  agiinst General  Buoller, A" Horse Artillery Batters was  ordered up to an  emmen
facing the Nek. and began to search with shrapnel the ground at the foot of the cliffs : e i
cuns followed: and presently the Brtish hre drew a reply fram a Creusot to the south of the \
The ficld batteries ;-u'.r1 Howitzers now came it action, and 2 terrible hAre was directed upon  thi
Boer position. A lictle before =z pom. the order was given to the British infantry to  adya

So far the cenemy had not fired w single riflesshot, notwithstanding the furious bembardment to
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which they were being subjected.  But that they were there—and in some force—was indisputable.
The 2nd and 1eth Brigades deploved for the assanlt : on the fight were the Dublin Fusiliers, heraes
of innumerable stubbornly contested fields, the Middlesexes, and the Dorsets: on the left the West
Surrevs, East Surrevs, and West Yorkshires, supported by the Devons, from right to left. The left
wing had the help of two field batteries and two * Pom-Poms.” The formation maintained was an
open one.  Rapidly the line of men descended the gentle slope which led down to the bed of a s]':r'uir
under the cliffis held by the Boers, while over their heads hurtled the missiles from forty British
grms in action.  Then. at last, the Boer rifles opened with a noise as of hail beating heayvily upon
an iron roof. A ' Pom-Pom ™ plaved on the East Surreys, but the British guns located it dand speedily

reduced it to silence.

The artillery redonliled
its fire: the infantry i

pressed forward with-
out a halt or check:
facing the Mausers 2s
conlly as though ma-
eEUVEINg o mimb
cngagement on Salis-
bury Plain.  The ad-
vance was rapid till the

spruft was passed and N
Pare il Fargi,

the point  reached i o=
whiere  the  ground s

bezan: to rise: then

thie {_J;n £ AV ['L‘[]ILL'!_-J_I.

and the men Dbecan

2 /:;i( Hr'm:&r{h i

Yy Sk 1Fann
M B AT X
: F_.amq\ T

-~ - F i

painfully to breast the

slopes under the clifis.
The Dublins, Porsets.
and Middleseses found
themselves at the foot

Hid| 8\ lare l\
Firmsidgos ol ==

ol the fdee where it
WIS StEepest ; bt af ot

was dificult for them

1o espilade the terrace- c
Beviken precipices. o = _'( d
. | i b Jb -
the other hamd  the EFAlceSh. | 5y Ol
pa ] 1D Wi s
viry sharpness of the V‘f;‘..’.y-’*ff&{\‘m' =1 }j Parm !
: .t i I "o . ) ‘})‘ f : " fr 7 )
declivity  gave  s0me 1 f e e { |
shelter [rom the Bowt = : e
HATLLLUSTRATING BULLER'S CAMPAIGN I8 NORTHERS NATAL AND THE TRANSVAAL.

ntes.  Moreover, the

British artillery had greatly  shaken the enemy’s matksmen, who found that rocks and stones afforded
||[._t'|':_- cover against the termble projeciiles of the howitzers and heavy tuns.  The Dorsets soon
after 3 pon. veached and carried a rocky kopje fo the south of the pass, but from this kopje they
found it diffcalt to advance along the broad, exposed erest which connected it with the main ritl«u;,
The Boers were an foree on the nidge in this quarter. and by their fire kept back the inl'.'tﬂl;\'.
When, however. the exact position of the enemy was made ont, the whole mass of British guns turned
.rI\- deluge of shells upon this wne poinv: straightway the Middlesexes and Dublins. to iiu'r ri'—'ilt of
the Dorsets, gninad ground. The East Surrevs, with 4 cheer whicl rose above the din of (:Lnur',.n
and vifles, reached the symmit 10 the north of the pass. and the West Surrevs carried 2l ko n vot
further to the British left. The Boer guns limbered wp and the Boer marksmen could be ;t'(_'l'l Llen-lll-u;'
for they Lives, ANt (his mument the Darscts, with magnificent (ash, rushed across the m.-ic-.and -:atl'ur.-l::
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the criest of the ridee. The Boers facing them saw then elinting bavonets and did not WILIT SO0

alter 4 pum. the enemy swere an rapid retreat northiwards and north-castwirds. firing the orass as they

fled to preclude pursuit.  The inf: utey emptied thelr magazines inta the fugitives at lone rane el

1L section of the zth Battery shelled thiem

Lo b miles, Lt dhe  eavalr Al

majinted, men were not avaiable  and
might was already Eilling. so 0o capues

S AWel e and lew

phe Last position
bertween General Bullér and Laing's Nel
wits nosy e Brinsh hands.

On the extreme rnight Dundonald’s
Mounted Brigade had had sharp hghting,
["he Mounted Riftes and Thorneversfi's

Mounted  Tnfntry attempting to turn

[kt by |

HOER TRENCHES AT LAING'S NEK.

the enemy’s left flank., lost two good officers. and
tound themselves in a tight corner, until the Duilin
[Fusiliers tonk pressure off them by attacking on their
left. The 2nd Cavalry Brigade was not in action,
having been detailed to suard the British left.  Thi
British casualties in this battle were by no means
heavy, ‘except in the case of the Duorsets, wha lust
o killed and 55 wonnded out of a scrength which
probably did not exceed boo. In all, 26 were killed,
20 wounded, and there were 2 missing.  Th
owned to heavy loss from the British shell and rifl
fire ; they had no less than 1yo killed. and probably twice
as many wounded,  That same mght they evacuated their

pesition at Laing’s Nek; retreating throngh
BM”;:;::E;";;;“D the yviolksrust and Wakkerstroom, and next
day General Clery was able to march his men
over the pass withonr firing a shot.  Boller, in the meantime. ad

vanced to the neieghbourhood Gf Volksrust, and joined hands with

Clery on June 13, The Laing’s Nek tunnel was found to have been )
3 . ; I ! THE
Bloswn an at either end by the Boers, bt the damace done was hot
) Boar i :
of ‘a serious mature, and by the 18th trains were able to rmn bl
. Hi
through anto the Transvial, i : I
General DBuller on this oceasion outmaneuvred the dnem :
" ! at every point, dvoided the mistakes which lad been committed earlier in the
Buller's tactics. i 5 vt 3 5
campalgn, and witn a loss of about 200 men in all turned & positian o nimense

streneth, a frantal assault on which swoenld probably have cost 2io00 casuaities.

It now remained for the army of Natal to push up the railvay to Johannesburg and join hands

with Lord Roberts’ forces; but before this could be done further operations took

Securing the British place to secure the British right flank. On June 16 General Hildyard, with the
right flank. : . i1 3 . T
rith Brigade, the zrd Mounted DBrigade, and a powerful artillery. set out fron

Volksrust to march to Wakkerstroom, which place had revolted after riaking its submission.  Hildyard

2q
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entered the town on the rSth and received the surrended
a number of burehers. Thenee he teturned to ke
part i the advance 1L
the railway. On the
15th General Bulle
had bezun the march
with  General Clery’s
Division, leaving Lyttelton to gnard the rulway from Newcastle to
Volksrnst.  On  the 2rst Paardekop was reuched; on the 2and
Dundopald with s maounted infantry rode into Standerton, where
cighteen Jocomotives, buat slichtly damaged, and 200 trucks and
carpages were secured —a welcome addition to the rolline stock on
the ratlway. A halt of six dayvs doration was made to repir the
damage 10 the line; on June jo Clery with & mebile eolumn comn-
posad of the gth (Cooper's) Brigade, Thormeyerofl's Mounted Infantey.
Strathiconu’s Horse, whicli bhad just joined th arimy, and  sixteen
uns. sct out for Heidelberg. The enemy hung npon the Hanks
the colymmn and persistently “sniped 7 the scouts and olitposts.  On

July 2 Greylingstad was reached s on the 4t
Junction of Natal

1 - 1 " Tt L | -
: ehmn encarmped of Viakfontein, while NMajo

Army with Lord g : I : ! l
Babants, lenderson. of the Intelligence Departimient. rode
forward to Zutkerbosell Spruit and there met
Czeneral ”.Ll'i '\\.E‘|| [IJ- head I th 1otly if*l'.:a---::, ['_: Natal HEEAN RS

and Lord Roberts wwiny were uow at list in communication, and 11
only remained to repair the railway and guard it against further
lamage. The Boers, however, were still in considerable foree hetween
Viakfontein and Greviingstad, *where is a defil three miles lone. On
July sth they yigorously attacked a squadron of Strathecona’s Horse
and made six prisoners.  Only the prompt arrival of Thoreyeroft's
Mounted Infantry and the A Horse Arfillery Battery upan the scene
prevented a crave mishap. Next day Generyl Buller, wlio was pro-

ceeding to Pretoria to. conlei with Lord Roberts, left Crrey linestad

and passed througl the defil; without incident., but a large convon

which was following him was heavily shelled by two Boer cuns. The

1 - 1 : ; X _ Major-Gengrml Chaclss Dunean Cooprr con
line af communicdlions remained liable to interruplion, and, in fact,  {Bands the 4 Brigdh S th Afnca Field
i1 . 1 alla ] : -'" B jm it T uslllers ln 1268
British control of the country did not extend beyvond the range of M 5 i hemaTof tia s
) 4 ¥ ¥ I alon 4y f T kel
the guns mounted teo protect the varicus camps. Eh v AL I ol Ladyatiil



tly set fire Lo the

ahemy Iequon
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CHAPTER XXX.
THE ADVANCE TO KOMATI POORT.

Military position 18 Tune—Muore cav ry wanted—HBoers break the oath of teutrality—(ioo raphical diticultics—Deficient staff—
Effect of thé Chinese crisis —Movements in the Western and  Fastern Transvan]

Refractory Boss— Johanueshrg
plot—Attack on Nigal's Nek—Serecant Rawdin's i wery—~Prlonged bt

hopeluss defence— Ruse of the enemy a
Derdepoort— Result of  Johannesbure col spititey —Scottish Neomstnry ot Waolverkiantz—Second stage of (he w

Advance ecastwands—Action at  Honing Spruit—Operitions in the Western
Poort—Transyaal unsubd

ar ends
Uransvanl—Advance towards Komati
\dvanee along Delagon Bay Railway—Anvexation of the Trnsyail Ogeupation of
Kamatr Poort—TFheld of Mr Kruves

— 1 HOUGH the enemy, no doubt, had their moments of grave discouragement, the
suecesses of De Wet inspired fresh hopes, and even if they had not [ram the first

been resolved to Aght on to the end, that course was now finally decided on, The
Boers had suffered bt little in battle since Paardebere and P ted

'3 ”n”. -l-!lL'[L'.

had been no

pitchiéd  en-
counters ald
no great British vietories.  Time
after time we had failed to envelop
the enemy’s

Military position in

forces and
June.

deal them a
deadly blow. With each mile that
our traops advanced, the difficulty
of guarding the lines of communi-
cation increased. Men and horses
were exhausted by the desperate
exertions and short rations of th
marchy to ]JH I'|1i:|, atd ane more.
as at  Bleemfontem, it was il
"wreek of an army ™ that Lord

Roberts: commanded, Nor ean

it be denied thit aofficers and

men were: weary of the ~I|‘:_;'_;i--. Fioti b dha Havgragh Ca
The vicanr and determination L HOBERYS AT HIS DIEADDUARTERS, THIEE BUTISH KESIDENCY AT PRETORI
displayed in .the initial stpoes of ey ity ik i o e Rt s '

the war no longer tnanifested i ; !\rlﬁ ot i RIER U b i : PR ‘




J UiiE, 1908] Careless Dealing with Prisoners. 639

i zilvee s it | [ - ' ] -
ti]l_.l'l‘.,*\i |ves v A similar !-]‘1..”..;“{_-!1(_.“ lins been noticed i« very modern AT [t wa the = L
v : y as L same

with Napoleon's veterans, with the soldiers of the Ametican Civil War, and with the Gesian
OIS " o e T s : 3 = i i
legions before Paris. Home-sickness pervaded all ranks, and there were fio new brigades and! division

: aacdes ¢ ns

ready to relieve the men whose energy had expired under the trial of ihcessant marches and skirmish
s - s oand skirmishes.

The prisoners they made to-day were released on parole to-morrow. and the day ARSE Wase aoace

1 : Y T o o SO T T - \ :
“L"!IUH,{: 1n TI]' CREMV'S ranks. \ —.“'-"I mstance af the l".".l"'|' aal1CSS ‘-Ilrr\‘.'.l in lIr:I]llIEf with Ot 11|i-1ri11"i

15 recorded by one of the correspondents. © A Boe prisoner who had escaped from the PrisoOn  cani

at Simonstown,”’ he states. “was & uzht acain and '||.|<-ih--:.,!' A third time he was caunght in a small

Loer AraT AT T ROy TS 3 T . r .
soer laager, and, being recognised, he was good enough to mform his captor that he had been visitine

some friends.  FHe was put into the aiard. tent. and’ conferred the honour of an interview on a
distinguished general next morning. Shortly alterwards the general said to his
marn vou  brought

in last night | Tle

captor: * What a1 nics

speaks English like
i native, I've given
himi a horse and
sent  him to his
farm! " When he
gets tired of home
life that cheerful
sportsman will pro-
bably ga out and
I‘]ii\'l_‘ <l _‘T\\.\'Il‘u_' i
some  poor  Tom-
mies who are paid
to be shot by any-
one—including
*pacified ' Boers.
Now and again we
catch a “pacihied
Boer under arms.

Conecalment o

arms is not by any
means an unkpowiy ceime. In such enses we infliet the farcical sentence of three of Nyve yvedrs'
imprisonment, and it i3 generally accepted that when things have qnicted down there wiil be substantial

remissions,”  Little wonder that a vague sense of depression and disconravement filled all ranks.

Above all, at this juncture, monnted

men were needed.  Day by dav the hopelessness of dealing
an annihilating blow to the Boers with a foree composed mainly of infantey mere and more obrrnded
itself.  The cavalry had never recovered from the heavy losses of February ;o the

More cavalry wanted. )

mounted mfantry, opeanised awath sa moeh wopble and effort ot Blogmiontemn;

had been greatly reduced in nutber by the hardslips of the march to Pretoria.  Tlhe Yeomanry were

for the most part required in the Orange Colony. Houw rapicd and continnons had been the wiste of

horseflesh in the cavalry can be seen from the secord of the Fisst and Second DBrgades for June:

s andd Brigadt

Noninal streneth ot 1, doo
Heorses Fit ) ! B )
i L' nnt = G LOE

Remounts . 4157 * &
Hoses a0 Flos: il . 12y
= doestrovin r 1

remainiig - - [ 8 e

. " . 1 3 & Iié Sy = L7
It will be observed that in each case, notwithstanding the arrwval of remounts, Brigack WETE

reduced (o half their nominal strensth.  Nor swere the remounts supplied geod lor the work to be done
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in South Africa, They generally arrived 1 poor condition after o long voyvage, and were put to servige
before they lad recovered.  Overladen and ill-fed. they rapidly suceumbed.  And thos. thouch on
paper the -Tl‘.fllllll_L'\'.[ branches of the army made a fine cnough show, m real lact L]..-}.- WEre I'llbllir'l'l-.‘;l]]_\'
weak and wastly inferior to the Boers in maolality.

Lord Roberts was naturally anxious to effect the pacification of the conquercd territory with
all possible speed, but there were circumstances which prevented  him  from  aceomplishing  his

desire.  In the first plage, the kindliness and wprightness of his nature  led
Bom::rt:;::::,“tl?fy’omh him, as we have seen, into the mistake of allowing 1l prisoners who wauld take

the oath of nentrality to go to their farms.  In but few instances was this
ouath observed by the Beers, and the soldiers noticed with growing exasperation that the greater
part of the enemy's men killed i the fights of July and August had British passes in their pockets,
Qur men had over and over again to fight and vanquish ! the same Boers.

Then the extent of I:'I‘I'iti.‘!'}' to be subdoed was Lmernse, The area -of  the

1
|

Transvaal and Orange River Colony s little less than that of France—in all about
I105.000 sSquire miles; and in by far the greater part of this no British
Geographical diffi- : : o .
. el sa o o - el oty : s o TP ) i
e ifea: force had ever vet shown itsell,  Naog wits  this  country

easy  to  traverse, Much of 1t swag mountainons, almost

Alpine in character: the roads were bad and supplies scanty. The British

on  the land, and

must drag with them tramns of cumbrous waseons con- veying food and forage. The

columns scouring it could not be certain of subsisting J

Boers on their part knew every inch of the land in which | they were fishting : the drifts
over the rivers, tracks shown in ne maps, caves and hiding places in the moun-
tains and kopjes. sl 1y . -

The  habitants

who remamed on
the farms and in
the towns could
always be trosted
to supply  them
with food and full
intelligence of

British moyve

ments. Thei
leaders wi e pers
fectly  aware of
what we were do-
ing, while our
generals  had 1o
grope in the im-
penetralle
Deficient .
staff, tas of wars
And when
combined  mowve-
ments on a laro
‘~‘1'.1|u ]|:!ni to he
carried  out,  thi
want of a tramed
headquarter’s staff
made itself felt,
“Order, counter-

HED TLAG AT POTCHERSTROON.

1 Unlon Jack w Hadl buen carcied by the oo Regiment swhey 1
. : 3 ety el S L T Y the Dyt Regiment when neatly
arce = i 1~ | i nd ’ ‘ ML WIS PRE woman who
rder. disurder - ; i |“ L UL 1 selemnly buried oppasite Govertnment: Hese, aid
] = = T e |'-.-I JI.".||4.|- Fon vy of 1l Erltioh Flag by the ) ranss il who departed chis lile on
an old saving, and atFi P T R e e Lrovight 1o England, and, on their depurturs for < outh Africa,

b U wan Lnprackcalile for them o do g0 ot Pretoria.
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it constantly proved true in the operations of the summer and

autumn of 1goo.  Alpne of the great
European armies the

British had never troubled itself with the formation of a general staff, “ A

general staff.” Moltke wrote in 1890, “cannot be

improvised on the outbreak of war, but it must be
prepared  long beforechand in  peace.” The saying
proved troe: in war we paid a bitter price for our
neglect, our soldiers suffering in life and Limb for
the delinquencies of the nation, the Cabinet. and
the War Office,

The Chinese crisis;, news of whicll reached ke
Boers in June, had alse some effect in stimulating
their resistance. They folt con-

Effect of the Chinese .
anidis: fhdent  that sooner  of later
England would be invalved in
war with France and Russia, us the resilt of this
erisis, and =0 prolonged their efforts in the field,
hoping that when this moment came the British
force in South Africa would be weakenod, or Britain

be compelled to grant them the only terms with which

they professed their intention of restine content—

BOER WOMEN BRINGING IN FOOD TO THE BRITISH CAMI Pl !Ellll‘ilt‘l‘:']l'lltft'.
(SNl R B . On his return to Pretoria from the battle of
Fhire is no déabit that e sefil (nlieematl o resrye] k) the Hoer ; = : :
wadors by women visithg the chmps ostennibly to sell Brm porodo Diamond ill“. I.{ll'll [\‘ herts 1ssted a 1”_'"_].”'.;”!1 =

guarantesing the non-combatant population of the Transvaal their persondl safety and freedom ; all
who laid down their arms and took the oath of neutrality were to be given free
Movements in the

Y ad East L% . - . - - P _ :
West.e:rr:a:;f al AEH State, was not strictly enforced.  Especially in the Western Transvaal, the sir-

passes to their homes. Unhappily, the disammament here, as before in the Free

render of old elephant guns, Martini rifles, and even lt-locks, was accepted,

and too many of the burehers were allowed to retain their Mansers.  The British ontpests to the

east were at this date near Bronkhorst Sproit, but the army was reduced 1o practical inactivity by
the want of remounts, which could only be sent up with-difficulty, owing to the frequent interruptions

of the ralway in the

Qrange River Colony,
and by the need of de-
taching strong forees
to deal with De Wet
and the commandos
in  the north-eastern
corner of that colony.
lan Humilton with his
army wasat hirst desig-

)

nated for this work,
but, as he was =so nn-
lucky as to break his
E'I'_r“tll‘ i)l'l]]l;'. GLrllL‘E‘JI
Hunter toeok over the

command. Hamilton

had pushed down the

Natal  Railway from

o URRB T e S

. ! "..'.Z-.-?.—'.'x e Py T R = SEONE s .
Johanneshurgas far as e
Heidelbery, which he The photozesp’s which reprsents o ! L I'||.!n'":[-.::'--lh.:-l--lll:l.-:il- bl el ey et e e
occupied on June 23. i S 'II;"..|,', R b e peerl o Digalih. :
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Hanter with the roth Division., covered by General Mahon's cavaliy, had marched rapidly across the

south-western Transvaal through Lichtenburg, Ventersburg, Potchefstroom, and Krugersdorp to Johannes-

burg., At the same time Klerksdorp was occupicd ol
and the surrender of the vounger Cronje with a !7 r .
commando received there.  From  Jobanneshuore i -
Hart’s Brigade fallowed Ian Hamilton down the
Natal Railwav. and met General Buller's anmy at
Viakfontein. On Julv 1 Hunterwith Tan Hamilton's
command entered the Orange River Colony and
ur:'H]sin! }"I;Hlki-ill'l.

Meantime Boer [orees hovered round Pretoria

and Johannesburg. and displaved growing audacity.

e

Their atta

and De Wet's raids in the

on the radlways
Refractory Boers. .

Orange Colony had already compelled Lord Roberts

o issue more stringent proclamations. announcing

that where railwavs or telegraphs were cut, the
NATIVE DANCE AT SPRINGS

farms in the vicinity would be burned. or heavy
g . In honour of the Quean, and 16 colobrate the Bridsh yiclary,

fines levied upon their occupants.  On June 28 the

town of Springs, east of Johannesburg, was suddenly attacked by the Boers. but the Canadians, who were
i garrison there, offered an excellent deflence and beat off the enemy. In Pretoria and Johannesburg
there was great unrest among the civilians, who were almost toa man Boers or the most hostile and unde-
sirable tvpe of forcigner. They were in constant communication with the enemy outside, and it was not
long before they began to hatch plots against the weak British garrisons.  Some of the most refractory
amang them, the Hollander emplovés of the Netherlands Railway, who had destroyed railway bridges in
British territory, disabled the lacomotives abandoned at varions points by the Boers, damaged the water
tanks on the lines, and vreased the rails on inclines to prevent trains from running, were ordered to leave
the country on July 2. But they were only a small fraction of the undesirable element. Tl Boer women

and children were especially troublesome.  They had been left, like Mrs. Kruger, to the Enelish, and they

—— liad to be fed and maintained while their husbands
o IO R SO B o, T =2 rolos £ and fathers were fichting us at the front. It was

their delight to insult the British officers and

soldiers, who, of course. could not retaliate.

A W0
y ; On July 5 Mabon and Hutton were directed
. [ iy ki . .
& s ) to drive back the Boers to the south-east of
> sy Hehiron : : s
o A > 5 Bronkhorst Sproit. A rising
s — P Johannesburg plot. :
s Q= i e i Johannesburg  had  been
= — < I . . Mg o . T
= or et T ol AT planned by the [oreigners and Boers. Theyv were

to arm themselyes with rifles smuggled through

the lines or previously buried ;s to attack the
Britislt officers at gymkhana, which was to be
held on a Saturday, to shoot them dows, and
then overpower the 6oo troops in  the city.
Simultaneously Botha from the north-east apd
De la Rey from the north-west were to attack
Pretoria, and if possible cut it off from all
communication with the sonth, Prabably the
movement of Mahon and Hutton was intended
to anticipate this design. They came into contact

with a force of 4,000 Boers wha were pushing

south to Springs and engaged them with no

MAP OF THE MAGAL!ESBERG DISTRICT. - decisive result. Fighting went on all the Gth,
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7thy ancd 8thi the Boers were kept away from Springs. but they were not defeated. At the same

muech result.  The
cnemy, however, met with far greater success on the British left. and here were able to inflict peon

time Pole-Carew's right in the neighibourhaod of Pretoria was attacked without

our troops a small but regrettable disaster.
Eighteen miles to the north-west of Pretoria is @ pass through the Magalicsherg, known as

Nitral's Nek. It lies on the road from Pretoria to Rustenburg, and 1s an important point on  the

| line of commumeations  between  these two  towns, A mile wide, with  several
Attack on Nitral's . B o ; :
Nek, small. kopjes in it, it is bordered on the east and west by abmpt heights,  In
the nek were stationed two Horse Artillery guns of O Battery, placed on a
hillock on the eastern side of the nek, and one squadron of the 2nd Dragoons.  As Boer attack

was known to be impending these were reinforced by five companies of the znd Lincolnshires.  Thre

A1 13 I I HE
Gener:l [3a la Rey i3 camaindy phe politesn boss apanpened, and' | nilticatyd am
might,” He sar o thie fiest Soikemund for eleven yeurs and abwass oppicied ke, D

companies were stationed m the nek close to a small kapje some distance behindthe Horse Artillery guns
two companies were mile or mote to the sonth,.  The high groand on each side of the pass wis
not occupied or entrenched. and no steps seem: 1o liave been taken to defend the British camps,
althonel De o Rey wis known ta be near ot hand witl over 1.500 men, medhtating attack, ‘ ‘

At dawn of [uly 11 Boer sharpshooters opencd an the Brinsh pickets and drove them in.  They
sliowed i1 same Torce on the eastern hereht bordering the nek, and thence were able to sweep lll.l:
pass with their fire.  The two Horse Arullery guns it ance attempter] po silénee ihem “"'_h "]'1"“"" "
but. unlinekils, the enemy wepe high up on the hillsides behind peslect cover, praci ally ”“'"”'I'I"
uned the :_'|1||-.~' conld I|u|. he elovated sufficiently to reael them. Holes were i in whiech to sink

: T : &1 POTTCC simiple hailstorm
the trails© even: then the 12-pounders would not bear. The Boer marksmen poured o sn iple: hatistarm

- 1 . = 1 o Exr e gign Lo nit y 1y sonns 1 ,'1:_| ]
of bullets upon the gunners at quite cluspe ranee.  The battery and Gts cscort ol 1y '

- - bk
: )i - == nute 't he
stubborn and splendid resistance. but their position was desperate  rom the hrst  manut i th
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attack. The cavalrpymen with their short carbines were no matel for the Mauser-armed Boers, who

' beset  them on  every side. There
' ; was no hope of repelling the enemsy
unless  strong  reinforcements  should
AITING,

\nxious messages had alrendy been
sent back to Pretoria, stating the cir-
cumstances.  Meantime the three comn-
panies of Lincolns in the nek el
moved tothe aid of [he suns, deploving
to the west of the road thr 'IJ_'_1]| thie
nick, while the remnpant of the Dragoon -
tormed uap to the east of the voad -
they held one of the rocky kopjes in
the centre of the pass.  The heht that
eosted was an mdividual  one—sakin-
mishers and small groups ol e

engaginge skirnmshers and small groups

) Teen— iy I s ALl s

RATNLOAT OF “UNDESIEABLES" DEPORTED FROM PRETORTA o LR _IHH had - alway

the advantage of invisibilitv.  Gradu

ally they worked round the Lincolns. as they had worked ronnd the Hopse Artille ry o enans. At fhas gunetre

Sergeant Rawdin,

t the Linealns, distinguished himsell by the wanner in which he Izunddled  Tis

Maxim. * The Boors™ savs Mr. bBennet Burleigh, * made it a target, ant bosled

Sergeant Rawdin’s

over severil of thaose serving the zun.  Onee the Maxim jmmmed. and  Rawdin

bravery. : |
sent his comracdes tosthe rear to take cover. for the Boer fire became hotter nd
ve fatal.  He staved alone by his con, deliberately tool it to picees. then replaced th [irts i

.‘-nli.'_ll,' (81 in e Ihi_ «I‘ll_’_:ln'-h 1 i,! L S I r;._u:' ?;-;, cler .||'\ \r N oflee mor ”FI B ]]]. CIGm. I"\ it et

steady courage, helped by the volumtee etmpiny of the Lincolns, the Mayim wuas saved.  Bie this
15 anticipating events.. The Lincolns displaved @ spirit of resalote vidows, “nd fought on obstinately
though the caver was not good and all hope of nssistaice was SrOWINE ore and fiore renofe
The two companies

to the south of th

nek | |

Prolonged {enloved
but hopeless

defence. and  ad

1.1 il

townrils e nek '\'.1I"1
the frmg began. Thes
Were, LLOMW RV, (8]
weitl to nect mach
thevdid not even su
cecdd 0 Joining the
llnll'l.{l|'-, |JTI--"|'.]‘.
thev  were FEt b e
by andther squadron

the 2nd Draroons. and
by two more cuns of
O Horse Battery [rom
Commando Nek, which

les fu ther to the west -

but even then therr MOR UNDRES R et

whale foree didl —a Hoer wamah g ‘.__- _i . .‘.,! Y : .I |_:. 10T Ll '.‘ | it Hi Ih:.'. 1y e pllas
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exceed 250 men, and they could not fire on the cnemy to the rear of the detachments in the nek

without risk of hitting their comrades.  They were themselves i considerable danger. De la Rey
- = Rui. ’ =
had brought up two guns and two * Pam- :

Poms ™1 his force was overpowering, and he

was threatening their flanks.  About midday —!
they retred, leaving the men in the nek to
their fate.  Had the beleasuered Lincolns
and the Dragoons forthwith surrendered,
they could have been pardoned : but thouel
abandoned—inevitably abandoned—they still

fought on. From amongst the rocks they

directed o steady fire npon the enemy, atd
the Boers dared not close with them or rush

the hill.  Incommand were Colanel Roberts

and Major Scobell, both determined  men.

S CORPORAL MoRAY,
About 3 p.n. the Boer skirmishers worked V..

I‘(‘H \\';H-{i. 'rl.!"..l. ."1':."-\':\' :l|.||}]'():|(_'.|1|]'1_;" H”ll'._’l- COVER
of the shells from their *© Pom-Pom,”" sue-
ceeded in capturing the two Huorse Artillery
guns, which, by =some ftal oversight, had
not been disabled.  They now turned the
guns wupon the Lincolns,  The shrapnel from
these weapons proved far deadlier than the

raphosd 1o neetiin

projectiles of the Boer weapons, which latter  Ceptn o 4 piace of safsty.  For this uet e wa

W obeaknerd

began ta divect their shells upon the wag-
oans and men in reserve,  Numerous officers and men svere killed or wounded, Caolonel Roberts limec
was: shot in the arm: Captamn Maxwell and Lieatenants Connolly and Pilkingten  werg among th

casualtics.  Ammunition was runming low,  About 5 pan., Roberts sngeested to Mujor Scobell 1

surrender was necessary, the posttion being hopeless @ bt the Major deéclared that they were there nnd,

orders to defend the nek, and that these orders m-=!

be obeyed till the Jast cartridge was fired.  Alreads

a force had moved out from Pretona to their reli

\' thousand cavalry and infantry, with two guns, wer
at 4 pom. only six miles to the south of the pas-.
when, by one of those errors of judgment 30 commao
in war. the afficer in charge, instead of determining
at all costs to go to the aid of his hard-presse
comrades, fell back,: considering the enemy too strony

to be meddled with. Thus a second time were the

men in the nek abandoned, It was now growing
dark, and the resistance counld no longer be protracte.
so about 6 p.an. the white flag was raised, and, aft

a defence the prolongation of which in the face of
such odds does them all honour, the sorry remnant
of the detachiment strrendered. A smull body  of
thirty men alone escaped; they had been at some

distance fromt the man detachment, in the rocks,

and they swwole awav ander a heavy fire. favoursl

2 MAJORGENERAT. SMITH.DORKRIEN, ==
Commanding the tath Brigade:  (See the biogenphical pote on page 41 I'} darkness. Ihere avere

some other marvellous

PSCHPES. Major Seobell managed to  get awiy

in the night. The Boers were so busy looting the

agalnst Tls
successfnl march 1o Pretoria Ake
Rundle, and Kekawiol, Jie 18 0 West-

British camp that he was able to bolt mnto the bush,
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and though pursued he reached Pretoria on foot.  The British losses in this melancholy affair were

1q killed, 56 wounded. and 1go captured.
Nor was tlus the only British mishap
on this day of ill-fortune. At Derdepoort,
to the east of Pre-
Ruse of the enemy

at Derdopaort toria, a squadron of

the 7th Dragoon
Guards approached a force of mounted
men, uniformed in  khaki and wearing
helmets, which they took to be o regiment
of Bntish cavalry, and were fred gipon
with deadly effect by  these cunningly

disguised Boers. A lLientenant was killed.

and several men were wounnded. The

Dragoon Guards found themselves sharplv
engaged with a thossand Boers  uander S

r |
Grobler, and, though remforced by the
LORD ROBERTS HOGME IN PRETORIA.
mise, wliteh Lotd Robterte made hia home durlng bis slay in Pretoria, belongs to
In-l\-. 1 siient who rmade biv foroame by runing Sl
atid Frog befors the acdlvent of the sailway.. The bouse ove .
ks ol “money " from rool e basemat,

ryth Hussars  with  two ' Pom-Pams,”

were compelled to retreat.  As the result
of these affairs our Tines i th neteh-
bourhood of Pretoria were driven in, and communication witl Rustenburg was temporarily lost.
Fortunately, full information had been obtained by the police as to the contemplated rising at
Jobannesburg, or fresh and grave embarrassments might have been the consequence.  On the night

of July 13-14 over 4oo of the plotters were arrested, of whom about seventv-five
Result of Johannes- : e

y T g v their recnetive  crnsiile: st e - R
g vonspleney: were released on their respective consuls giving guarantees for thei good behavionr.

'he remainder, for the most part Frepchmen, Germans, Hollinders, and Levan-

tines, were treated with great lentency.  Though they had planned wholesale murder, and had broken

their parole, they were merelv deported
from the country. Maost other armies
would have shot them. or at least deci-
mated them, and \\illl ;_fl.n_'r<| Clnse, .wi]u‘_u
this lenity  of the British aothorities

resulted in the hatching of fresh plots

at Pretoria and elsewhere.  The con-
spiracy. however, brought abont one
desirable result, as it proved to all that
magnanimity was o dangerous ;u)]l:‘_\',
The Boer women, who had hitherto been
maintained at the expense of the British
taxpayer, while their husbands were
killing the British soldier, and the feed-
g of whom. with De Wet loose on the
line of communications, was no light

responsibility, received orders to leave

Pretoria and Johanneshurg. They were
AFLTER THE IAT 1 OF WOIs 1 MY - C T AN R 4 -y e . . .
HE 1.} I RREREANT WIRDON ITIGHLANDERS HAVING sent to their SOITOWINE t‘L']'.LiEH::-i \\'ll]i
Botha's army.
[ ATIEO1IS 3 4 - = L R (e N e Pt = < 1
Simultaneously with the affairs at Nitral's Nek and Derdepoort, a British column under Getieral Smith-
Eisitii Yeom‘anry AI]-};):IHP-“ \'-:.ls- t']ll.'{']'{t'i!. mmjn_'__; north from Krugersdorp, at a place named Wolverkrantz.
at Wolverkrantz. e Scottish Yeomanry, with two euns of the 78th IField Battery, eot into a tialit
(=] 4 40 5
corver: and the Boer sharpshooters closed on the cguns, inflicting heavy loss on the

gunners sten: . 2 e 4 : :
gunners, Lieutenant A. J- Turner, a well-known cricketer, being amony the severely wounded. Greal
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difficulty. was experienced in removing the guns, and many volunteers of the Gordons were shot down
- - b= WLNALY

i their gallant attempts to limber up the weapons. 1t was only at nightfall that they could be withdrawn
with a total loss to the British of thirty-six men. Yet this affair in the official raports hecame o spes

cesstul engagement.” As a rule, an action of this kind cannot be called successful swhen the troops

have to retire. And though the Boers were supposed to hive lost heavily, there was no proof of the faet,
That the Boers considered themselves victorions all plong the line—as, inded, they had a perfect

right to do—was seen when five days later, on July 16, they again attucked the British left before

Pretoria.  They approached with great confidence and resolution, and closed with the Roval Irish

Fusiliers, calling upon them to surrender. Their assault, however, was beaten off with a loss to then
selves of about seventy: the British casualties were fiftv-cight. and among the killed was the eallant
son of the Canadian Minister of Militia.

With the actions about Pretoria in July the second stage of the war may be said 1o have closed.

In the first stage we have

zeen the
Second stage of
the war ends.

British
ATy
highting the enemy. gene-
T'r'l“'\' \\'itil HNSHECess, ||]'r|||'|
British soil. Inthe second
stage we have seen Lord
Roberts” rapid and sue-
cessful  advance from
Modder River to Pretoria.
through the  enemy’s
country. The third stage
of the war, the complete
conqguest and pacification
of the Boer terntory, has
vet to be told.  This stage
s distinet and wholly
different from the others.
It 15 an affair of brigades
and battalions rather than
of armv corps and divi
sions.  Lis events and in-
cidents will be dealt with
in detail in a subsequent

volume, when the guerilla

war in all its later phases
will I fll”_\' deseribed
and related. Here we can
only  record  the  main
events  leading  up to
the annexation of  th
Transvaal by Lord
Raoberts.

After the affairs of
July 16, Lerd Reberts
again prepared
to  take the

Advance
castwards.

offensive. He HOW THE SCOTS AND GOLDSTREAM GUARDS CROSSED DEYSHOD A
despatched Ian Hamilton WAY TO MIDDELBU &G,
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now recovered from his aceident—and Mahon to elear the conntrey immediately to the north of the
Delagon Bay  Railway, and on the 23rd began  the general advance eastwards to Middelburg.
Hamilton formed the left, marching to the north of the railway; Pole-Carew's Eleventh Division the

centre, and French
swith the st and
gth  Cavaley  Bri-
sadesand Hutton's
Mounted Infantry
the  right. The

weather was  bil-
terly eold, and the
sufferine  of  the
HOOPS, whiv  had
to hnvouae 1 sleet
anil frost, severe,

Ay ‘..'“:; Toul - . ~ ’ . .. _ = — Sy -
N eriou Opne . —rcio . *_-_ . e gl ¥ e gl

SILION Was atrempt-
; DE WET'S FARM ON THE RHENOSTER RIVER, NEAR KROONSTAD, HURNT BY THI: BRITISH
L2401 ]‘\ l]'ll' \;'llt'lll_\.
I'he Boers uniformly retreated ;  Bronkhorst Spruit was reoccupied on July 241 and three days later
French entered Middelburg, from which place the Boers fled in great disorder. The British casualties
were insignificant, but one officer died of exposure on the night of the 2sth.  From Middelburg
Lord Roberts huorried back to Pretoria, taking with him Tan Hamilton, whom he intended to despateh
inte the Rustenburg district with a flving column.

\ word must here be said with reference to the operations against De Wet in the Orange River
Colony.  That bold leader. after his attack on the |':i||\\;|)' at Leenw 5|1r1|it Station on June 13, remamed

quiet for the space of ten days. But on the night of June 22--23. he once more showed
Action at Honing

Sprult himself on the railway, this time ten miles south of Honing Spruit.  Here he cut off

anoutpost of 11 Canadian Mounted  Rifles, killing, wounding, or capturing them,

and  bombarding without result a camp held by 2350 Canadians and Shropshires. During the night
ol the 2ond @ train had been proceeding south to this very place. On board it were 400 of the
released British prisoners from Waterval, under Colonel Bullock, armed with a promiscuots collection
of odd weapons—Martinis and Sniders, with ammunition of the most wretched character. It is
a characteristic and curious fact that while these old weapons had been
preserved  and issued to our troops. some hundreds of modern and
excellent rifles, surrendered by the Boers. had been destroyed by the
British authorities. No guns accompanied the detachment ; two were

to haye been placed on board the train, but through some accident
did not arrive in time; Nor was there any surgeon of the Ariny
Medical Corps  attached. though lord Roberts’ consulting SUTZeEOn,

= Dr. Cheatle, happened by some accident to be travelling south to
Capetown to catch the steamer to England and was with Colonel
Bullock.  Thus, ill-cquipped and altogether unprepared for serious
hghting, this little force was entering the zone in which De Wet had

performed most of his exploits.  Its orders were to garrison Honing

Spruit. Early on June 23 the destination was reached. At 3 aam.

the train drew up in the station, and the work of unloading it beean.

FRIVATE C. WARD, v About 7 wm. the traops wer cookitg breakfast, when suddenly three

Ciliained  the covets

men were seen riding in from the north.  Another three followed, aid

v anr
\ e | | A ¢ - ¥ pe
bay T i e mbvive  then o large foree showed on the face of the veldt. A moment later
wousisind, and oti) [ their men renin e T : -
s Ward offered 1 catre g maciss. A culvert to the north was blown up, amd the detachment knew that
by i Eno SLalion ' & ey 1
' selurmml theougn 4 1 Boers were upon i, Sunoltanconsly the telegraply to the north

teeres, O His

mOEEC was cul. - Fortunately the wire to the south remained apen for a lew
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minutes lnnger, and, before it too was severed, Buallock had time to inform the British commander at

Kroonstad of his sitnation. A few minutes later a culvert to the south was destroved and the wire in
that quarter cut, AL the frst appearance of the enemy the troops haed thrown themsalves flat o the
ground or sought what cover they could find. No defences had been constructed be

there had been no tine for Colonel Bullock's men to throw

forehand, and

np edrthworks. The countey was [Tat

and apen there were no stones
or boulders of whose Kindly
shelter they econld avail them-
selves. A white flag advanced.
and under cover of it a Boer
emissary broveht a note of the
uswal peremptory tvpe from De
Wet, demanding instant surren-
der.  But Colanel Baolloek liad
0110 Ili'rH['r‘: at Colenso, 2IVET
proof of high conrage @ he now
returned an  abirupt  refusal to
De Wet's demand, At once the
encmy opened a4 tremendous fire,
First the Boer rifles got to work,
and  then their guns bBegan to

shower  shrapnel—and  shrapnel

from a captured Brivish 15-pounder ARRIVAL OF 4 TRAIN-LOAIY GF "UNDESIBARLES® AT BARBERTON, EXPELLED by

L ROBERTS FROM JOHANNESBURG AND PRETORIA

upon  the British foree. QOunr

This traln contalosd Mrs. Rruger and Mrs. Louis Botha

troops had the greatest difficulty
in replving to their fre. The cartridges regularly stuck in the Martinis, and conld anly be removed
by the use of the cleaning-rod. The wounded, of whom there were svon many, were in a deplorable
state ;. there were no instruments. no antiseptics, no dressings. and only one surgeon Fortunately

some sheets were found in g house close to the line and these were torn up: and converted into

e bandages. but with nothing more tha
v opair of séissors and o pocket-Knife it
was impossible to perform any operutions.
Carbalic tooth-powder was the only anti-
septic avatlable. The Boers steadily in

creased their fire; they were now shellinge

Houing Spruit with a  r3-pounder. a
r2-pounder, and a g-pounder at a range
af only 1,100 vards. Short though it was,
the wld Martinis of the garrison were
pseless at this distance, but fortunately
the Boer gunners set their fuses too long,
and the bullets of the shrapnel they fired
for the most part landed outside the
perimeter of the defence.. At noon the
bombardment erew more calling. the Boer
cifle-fire more deadly.  Major Hobbs, who
had beew taken prisener o [r back as

the skinmash at Willow Grange. was shot

HORIRE
2 phocograph was takonsdurmg o reweat ancd onder fice The muan o cenmre witl JHIT 2
Ieied 18 Genernl Kolbe = 1o his rishr in the pigtos Cemmandant Pratosiu Smith was davounded @ the Boers closed

through the heart and killed : Lieutenant

in; and the British rifles jammed. At this instant 4o of the British troops to the south, exposad to

the enemy’s Hre frony front, Hank, and rear, became dernoralised and bolted southward down the line
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in panic.  Yet this rush of fmghtened men. by one of the curiohs chances of the bactlefeld, issued by
o tieans disastrously. The British seemed to the Boers to be charging: a large party of the enetny
loft their cover to the south, and the runawiys poured into them a fire at ¢lose quarters whicl shook
the Boer courage; mioreover, British wuns appe red and us!u-lu-c[ on  the enemy with &I»I':l]:ln'], and
relief force of joo0 Yeomanry with the 1z7th Field Battery came on the scene, De Wet retired as
suddenly as he had advanced. The British losses in this affair were g4 killed and 27 wounded. After
this unsuccessful Taid, De Wet seems to have lallen back to the south-east, upon which quarter
British columns were now converging from all directions,

Meantime the Free State capital had been established at Bethlehem. atter the Boer Government
hadd been driven from Bloemtontein, Kroonstad, and Heilbron i suceassion.  In the west, l:|'||m-ll1.‘l=]'\

after the rohief of Mafeking, General Baden-Powell and Colanel Plumer had entered
Operations in the

S s 3. e P o o : g A i 1.
Wasteon Mranayanl the Transvaal. Baden-Powell made Otroshoop his base, and set to work to pacily

the Malmani and Zeerust districts, while Plumer occupied Zeerust.  Many Bocers
sirendered, took the oanth, and were allowed to retnen to their farms, with the consequence that o

month o tawin

later they were
aguin inarms. On
Jupe 16 Baden-
Powell was able to
occupy I ISTen-
IJIII-IE_:‘ \\|Il'I[l't' he
moved to Pretoria
to hold an inter-
view wiath  Lord
Roberts.  Plumer
at the same time
advanced into th

F liind \,.Ijll'_\ . 1t

e OURtTy was

not carefully  dis-

Ceeneral |'.|'_;|'l with
his brizade. which
|li 1! il .J|-||I|.-:

ting with these

wnader Clements.
Rundle, and Breuce Hamilton against De Wet, Olivier, and Prinsloo. arrived at Pretoria trom Bechlehem,

i e e .‘n.l was lorthwith sent north alone the Pietersbure catlway swith Baden-Powell. whi

Komati Poork. had arrived fiom Rustenburg. Mhev marched as far as Warmbaths, taking o gond

iy prizoners and skirmishing continually with the Boers: but were then ordered to

retare, '“'IH” the availabile fi waps were needed to hold the lines of commuomeation behind the maln

P ‘...l el Was. Dow: e wing eastwards to Komati Poort along  the vailwayv.  Tan Hamilton and  his

men, who .]i.'lkl Leen co-aperiting with Baden-Powell, were withdrawn o |,|.];.- part in this moveinent,
ud the Western Transy il was left m A very distourbed condition to the care of General ( AT,

Fhus by mud-August no material progress e the salyowation of the Transvaal had Leon achieved.

SHNEe  15.000 ||:1';11|;.; were stilll in mrms: Diooo under De la [Res il D Wet fit the svest. ot least as

Transvaa! unsubdued. uticler Batha in the east, und in seattered bands te: the neith and soutly anotlie

pono.  Lnthe Orange River Calony there were still abont 5.000 men in arims, meonls

in the north-eas Mot 59 i S |
orth-east. Al WL T 2,000 prsoners were m the hands of the Brusly, and at least anotlisg 5,000t

st lave b o1 1lle A0y - o : 1
killed, wounded, or in: ipacitated by sichness.  Another 15000 00 more had taken the oath

ol neatral bt proclanation | : : ;
1 '|\ 1¥0it Prio Iamations i {00 10 & B33 1 B _-\][-“I;;I.”l._\- '[h' not deter |.|I-"I[1 from I!I"'.'Lillt_" '.‘.'I'.ll Bt
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In mid-Aungust the forward movement to open the line of railway which runs from Pretoria to
Delagod Bay was resumed,  Since July 27, General French had held Middelbure s now Buller, with
Lyttelton's Divicion, was to push up from Paardekon ough  Amersfoort
A(lvn.n;e alun‘g Délkgox ]":-I‘I‘m-]r\ to Belfast, where he \\]l..\\llf_l (:I}Im-.: mnto tul.u';:l\\ul] ]I.E:ri .;?hl -\ 1” l-“-‘-L 'l'“d.

ay Railway. 1 Lord Kaberts” army. Thy
enemy had by August 23 concentrated on the mountain ridge between Belfast and

Dalmanutha. It was decided to attack them both from the east and from the west. From the west
Pole-Carew’s division marched into Belfast and oceupied the place withont opposition un the 24th.
Early next day Lord Raberts
arrived to take over the supreme

control of the operations, and =
held a4 conference with Buller,
French, and Pole-Carew. It was
decided that French with two
brigades of cavalry should advance
to Lakenvlei, well to the north of
Belfast, thus threatening at once
the enemy’s right flank and their
line of retreat to Lydenburg. He
was to  be Stl]’:pl"ll‘t-:'.l‘l 1‘)3.' Pole-

Carew. Buller, meantime, was
to assail the DBoer left in the
neiglibourhond of Berzendil and
Dalmanutha. The DBoers were
under Baotha; they numbered
about 6,000 men and had twenty
or more guns, with the advantage
of a position of quite exceptional
strength.  French may have had
2,000 nen, Pole-Carew 6,000, and
Buller 8,000 ; buat it is difficult to
determine the exact numbers, as
there is no nformation as to how
far losses from disease and action
had been made good. The British
troops had the support of a power-
ful artillery, ineluding several
heavy 3-in. *“cow ' guns,

On the 26th fighting with
Botha began in earnest. The

enemy offered a vigorous resist-

ance to Dboth Pole-Carew and

Buller. Occupying the crest of
MOUNTED INFANTRY DRIVING THE BOERS FROM THE RAILWAY NEAR
DALMANUTHA.

the mountains in the loop which
the railway makes between Belfast
and Dalmanutha, with their trenches on the reverse side of the crest, the Boers were quite invisible.
Buller, however, succeeded in forcing back their left in the neighbourhood of Bergendal farm, at a cost
of only twenty-six casualties, and on the z7th carried their main position with a loss of a little over
100 men.  Next day, Angust 28, Baller advanced to Machadodorp and peotpied that town with only
trifling resistance; on the z2gth he reached Helvetia, a village on the Lydenburg road.  On  the
same day Mr. Kroger with what remained of his government fled to Nelspruit, where,

Flight of Mr. Kruger. Brtish eolumns

wowever, he was not destined to remain long unmolested.  The

pressed forward on all sides, and on the evening of September tr Mr. Kruger, with his entourage, in

0]
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two special trains, crossed the frontier into Portuguese territory and took np his residence with the

Boer consul, Mr. Pott. I

Meantime, on Sep-

tember 1, Lord Roberts
=< i )05
from s head-
Annexation quarters at
of the i :
» . i 4
Transvaal, Lellast had is-

sued a procla-
mation  annexing  the
Transyaal., Thus the mis-
taken ** magnanimity " of
1881 was at last undone.
The enemywere vigorously
pressed in all directions.
No Gatermined stand was
made by them ; they gra-
dually fell back before the
British advance until on KRUGERIS TRAVELLING *CAPLTA

Mr. Nrocer, whon ristarin with some a,000 wirihh of treasure, took up bis dbode dn the saloon-

the 17th they reached curijiaten S el Prgisgeniielals

asurn At Mochadodarp, we

oeiments, and i the traly

= F war dlwavs seored mueh of hls Y commandaormd*
Komati Poort, where T.]'lr'$' Nelsprult, and . s travielling sedl of government, uitll, on September tr, 1900, be  crossed
) the frontier and 1 y ‘Marguez

destroyed their gnns and

ammunition. About 700 then éntered Portnguese territory and were disarmed ; the remnant, some 2.000
or more, dispersed and scattered among the mountains, making their way north-west to Leydsdorp, or
south into Swaziland. Komati Poort was occupied by the Guards under Pole-Carew on the ll]r!l'!lill_'-__r of

the 24th, and there or at Hectorspruit were found two © LLong Toms,” eight field
Occupation of Komati :

Poort. guns, four mountain guns, and a * Pom-Pom,” all of which had been rendered

unserviceable. On the Selati railsway line was discovered an enormous fliantity
of rolling stock, stretching in a line for eight miles, undamaged or only slightly damaged. besides
which there were many carnages and trucks that had been i|r‘.~'[|‘n_\'r|'| by means of fre. At Komati
also a large number of engines and carriages were found. Several bridges along the line

o

Poort
had been blown up by the Boers, but these were at once repaired, and  through - communication
between Pretonn and Delagoa Bay was opened at last on september 2.

The capture of the Delagoa Bay Ratlway had now deprived the Boers of their last link of com-
munication with the civilised world; their sovernment had fled: their armies had been dispersed, and
had lost the greater part of their artillery ; but still there was no sien of a general and complete sub-

mission.  Though British columns marched to and fro in all ditections, the railwavs and small posts

held by British troops were continually attacked. De Wet was still at large in the sonth and west,

Botha in the ‘east. What we had now to contend with was the obstinate resistance of a peaple in

arms—the hostility, not of armies and commandos. but of men, women, and children.
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INDIAN WATER CARRIERS WITH LORD ROBERTS ARMY

CHAPTER XXXI.
SOME LESSONS OF TIHE WAR.
AVING travelled so far, we have now to apply the knowledge acquired by watching the
British Army at work in the first serious struggle on a large scale in which it has

been engaged since Waterloo, We have to ask why and in

il respects it
lailed of complete sueccess, and what are the lessons to be drawn from its failure.

| In the first place it is incontestable that the prablems of a conflict with the

Boers had not been seriously studied by the generals who went out in the earlier
period of the war.  If we suppose that Germany had been in the same position in South
Afriea as England, we shall see what would have been done by her, and what shonld have been done
by us. A section of her General Staff—in the British Army a Generdd Staff does not exist—wonld
have been told off to ecolleet information about the Doer Republics and to prepare a plan of cam-
paign. Every published work bearing on the Transvaal and Orange Free State would have been

collected and examined. Seeret avents would have ascertaived the mumber of men available for
military serviee in the Republies, the state of the Boer artillery, the organisation of the Boer com-
missariat. The theatre of I‘]Jt']—li’_it‘fl.-i would have been :~nr-.--_\--.1 Aanil ”'--J’]"'i witlh serupulons care.
Meantime, a general of capacity, proved Iin repeated manczuvres, would have been desionated for the
command in the event of war, and with his staff would have made himself familiar with the problems
likely ta present themselves for solution. It is certain that with these precautions Germany would
not have despatched an altogether inadequate force of cavalry and artillery, and bave shipped these
most needed arms the last of all.

Again, Britain, even in the era of defeat, did nat put forward her whole energy. The conduet
of the preparations at home was dominated by civilian ministers who had no knowledge of war, and
whao even failed to grasp the real lessons of the conflict in progress under their very eves. They did
not organise a sufficient reserve behind the eight divigions at the front, Fresh divisions did not leave
England from lime to time to replace the worn-out troops at the front; indeed, owing to the same
lack of energy and foresight, there were no fresh divisions in existence.

Another cause of fatlure was the increasing aversion of the generals at the front to incur losses.
Now war 15 a matter of life and death, and enemies of the calibre of the Bpers cananot be overcome
by mere maneEuvring. No doubt smokeless powder and magazine rifles have i i=ely  inoreased
the delaying power of small forces in good positions; no doubt, also, the too precipitate frontal
assaults of the earlier period of the war, and the outery which the losses sustained in them had
produced at home, tended to lead British generals to exercise great caution. But whereas at the
outset we had boldly attacked the enemy, often when they were in superior force, now Hank movements,
which involved great delay, were subsututed, to dislodge mere handfuls.  Yet in the end the nation
and the army had to lose by disease far more lives than would otherwise have heen expended on the
battlefield. The trained and disciplined soldier is not unready to give his life, wher hie knows that

{ 7oy )
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I ath the [tag to Pretoria.

that life will not be thrown awav by incompetence. And while in the long run the loss-avoiding
tactics pursued proved dear, they failed to break the spirit and determination of the enemy.

That the common soldier in this war has displayed high bravery and shown himself a gallant
fighting man is not denied by any witness with the army, but it is a question whether that bravery
—that iighting quality—is as great as it was in the days, say, of Wellington. The percentage of losses is
the only certain test, and by this standard it does appear that on many occasions the capacity to face
punishment is not what it was; and it mayv be doubted whether an army recruited, as ours is at
present, largely from towns can show the same fbre as one drawn from country districts. The
Colonial troops, who were drawn mainly from a country population, showed a tenacity which at times
the Dritish soldier seemed to lack, especially in the defence of detached posts. Some stories of tame
surrenders must, however, be received with suspicion ; recent evidence, for instance, goes to show that
the Yeomanry at Lindley (p. 668) made an honourable defence, and the statement that they were
marched to Pretoria under the escort of eight Boers, although made by an officer, since retired, proves
to have been a pure invention.

It has been concluded by many that the comparative success of the Boers against our armies
proves that all that is required for national defence is a horde of civilians with rifles. We are to have
thousands of men who do not own their own rifles, who are not expert in distance-judging—the first
requisite for correct shooting—who have rarely fired a shot except through a Morris Tube, who are
destitute of discipline and that instinctive obedience which it brings. And these, we are told, will
suffice to beat off the attack of any invading army. Yet such a conclusion is calculated, if action be
taken upon it, to lead Britain into deplorable disaster. When carefully considered, the Boer success will
be seen to have been in great part due to the fact that their forces were infinitely more mobile than
the British. On the other hand, the want of strict discipline in the Boer armies rendered them
incapableof vigorous attack at the outset: the only instance of a determined assault delivered by them
during the first six months of the war was at Ladysmith. An army which is good only for passive
defence and which cannot deliver counter-strokes is not a model to be imitated.

The lessons of the war, then, may be thus stated: First, the absolute necessity for an organised
and trained General Staff, such as is possessed by the German Army.

Secondly, that a considerable part of our home Army must be maintained in such condition that
it will be able to embark on the shortest notice. Out of 47,000 men, neminally figuring in the various
units mobilised for the Army Corps in 1899, no less than 21,000 had to be rejected. All this took
time, and in the wars of the future time may not be given us. Natal was saved by the despatch of
troops from India, where the units are maintained more or less in a condition of readiness for war.
In conflicts hereafter India may not be able to spare a man, and may even need reinforcements.

Thirdly, the need for better training both of officers and men. Manceuyres must be held
regularly every year, even il landowners are put to some inconvenience, and must not always take
place upon the same old, familiar scene. Mistakes in manceuvres must be punished as severely as in
Germany.  After the naval mancenvres of 1893 the German Emperor retired compulsorily a vice-admiral,
commanding-in-chief, a rear-admiral, a captain, and four lieutenants. It is by such unflinching strictness
that a high standard of efficiency and duty is established. And if we are to have a voluntary army,
which is also an efficient army, we must be prepared to pay both private and officer their fair market
value.  As matters stand to-day the poor and able man will shun the army, because it offers him no
carcer. The British cavalry soldier must also be taught the art of caring for his horse in the open,
and the infantryman must learn how to entrench himself and how to use cover.

Fourthly, it is certain that the proportion both of cavalry and artillery in the army needs to be
largely increased. The formation of a mounted infantry division would seem to be a desirable step.
It cannot be denied that mounted infantry has proved of the greatest value in the war, and that
there are few fields on which it could not render good service. The present system of providing
mounted infantry is the very worst that the genius of man conld devise. It consists in taking one
company each from certain infantry battalions, giving the men a certain amount of training, and then
sending them back to their battalions till war is on the horizon, when they are combined under a
commander who must be strange to most of them. To the artillery 43 batteries were added—on
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p:‘npcf'—in 1900, but further increase is required,  The utter helplessness of infantry withont an adequate
backing of artillery was shown in the Modder River fight. Three batteries there averted disaster:
ten would probably have enabled the British troops to assault with camplete sucoess,

Fifthly, better guns are neededs for when all is said and done, the rate of fire of our present
field pieces is far slower than that of new models abroad. Long-range guns of position. mabile enough
to accompany infanfry, must hereafter form part of the equipment of the army. - E

Sixthly, in tactics the war has proved that the difficulty of reconmaissance has greatly increased.
The work which falls upon the individual scont has become more hazardous and onerous, and the
necessity of training a bedy of intelligent men for this special duty has been emphasised.,

Seventhly, the Army Post Office and postal service require improvement. It is simply a scandal
that parcels for the soldier, containing the little odds and ends which he dearly prizes, siwuld often
cost more for postage than the value of the contents, and should in many cases miscarry.

But the last and greatest lesson of the war is the need of a higher standard of dl;t}' in England.
It is a fact to provoke indignation that while scapegoats are being removed froam the combatant
ranks, the Minister, to vhom the arch-responsibility for the failure of the Army attaches, chould
have been not dismissed, but promoted from the War Office to the l-"ore.i;_;;'z Office.  Against
Lord Lansdowne, personally, nothing can be said, but in his action as a Minister he fell far
below the demands of his position. The nation, too, must rise to a loftier sense of its duty. It must
redlise that war is one of the necessary evils of this life of ours; like death it will be alw:-l-ys with us.
As the surest way of averting it we must be prepared for it, whatever sacrifice that preparation may

involve.
VOCABULARY OF BOER AND EKAFFIR WORDS AND NAMES,
WITH THEIR LOCAL PRONUNCIATIONS
AasvociL (Ahs-[o'-gl)—Vulture: Kraar (Krawl}—Native village , cattle en- | Rootpaarie (Roy-baht'.che) —Red jacket.
AFRigAN'DER—A man born in South Africa closure, Boer term for a British soldier.

of European stock. Kraxrz—A valleyorelell between twohills. | Rooinex (Rov®-nek)—HRed neck. Nickname

Bast'roLaxn, Kauaer (Kroo'-ger | g hard, as in ¢ get "), used by the Beers for Englishmen.
BreuuanALAsm {Betch-yuah“—na—lnnd{. Laacer (Lshger | g Hand)—Boer camp. | Scaaxze (Skakin-tzel—An improvised shel-
BewG—A moiunain or consideralle hill. Laacre (Lahg'-tej—a valley or slope. | ter

Birroya—Strips of sun-dried meat, Laxy/opost—District magistrate.  [kwez), | ScarENen (Shrine’erj—Sy p. 368
BropuronteN (Blogm/fontane}—See p, 544. | Lavrenco Magguez (Law-ren-so Mar'-s | Sjaspos [Sham™lok)—A hide whip

Boscnvewnt (Boosh'-felt)—Country covered
with bush.

Borua (Bo'-tali)—Com.-General, Seep. 266, |

Burowayo (Boo-loo-way-o).

Bor'Giek (¢ hapd)—Every Boer who pos-
sesses the franchise.

Commanpiiiiing—The act of cdlling out on
cummande, or of requisitioning goods,
s

Croxye (Kron'gej—See p. 15,

[as—An artificial lake or water supply.

DiLaGoa (De-lacgo'-a) Bav—The finest har-
bourin Seuth Africa, [t beléngs to Por-
tigal, but England has pre-emptive
rizlhits

Don'ta—A river bed, often dry.

Diop'pen—The ultra-conservative sect of the
Boer church,

Douy—A village | equivalent to " Thorp.*’

Drakinssrrs (Lrah-kens-berg)—* irizon
Mountains,"  North of Natal,

Duprr—A ford through a river.

Fasreiy (Fon-tane)—A spring,

Gat [Eaht)—A hole or narrow passage.

GrasrrEINeT (Grahf-renf-net).

GRigUALAND (Greeka-land)

Insran—To harness up.

JupaR'sespuns [ Yo-han'-nes-berg), Seepo1r.

Jetneny (Zhoo’-bare) GENERAL.  Si p. 37.

Krour—A ravine or a declivity on a moun-
tain,

Ketp—A stone o diamand.

Kope (Kop'pe)—A small hill,

Levps (Laids), Dg—Transvaal Minister
Plenipotentiary in Europe , formerly
Transvaal Secrétary of State,

Macnapovorp (Ma-hah'-do-dorp; the ch
puttural),

Margking (Maf-e-kirg)—Sze Index:

Macariessuns (Ma-hab'liz-berg).,

Mayous (Ma-joo’-ba)—See p. |

Ma-sHoN-a-Lann—Iart of Rhodesia.

MaT-a-B2"-1E-Laxp—Part of Rhodesia.

Mua'-Ligs—Iadian com.,

Naapwroort (Now'-pourt).

NacHTMAAL (Nahkt'-mahl)—S# p. G,

Nex—The saddle connecting two hills,

NootTarpacyT (Noit'-ge-dahkt ; g hard).

Ourspas—To unharness,

Pasrperiaar (Par-de-krawl’}—5e p. 7.

Parapwe (Pa-lap’-che)]—Town in Bechuana-
land

Preressipireponia—Capial of Natal,

Pirsayn) PoraLvco (Pil=sahne Pot:loc’-ga)
—Starting point of Jameson * ruid."

FPoxT—A ferry over a river.

Poort—A pass between hills.

Por'caerstRooM —0Oldest Transvaal town,

Priror'ia—Capital of Transvaal. See Index,

[aapzasl (Rahd'sahl)—Parcliament Houase,

Rasp—A ridge, also abbreviation of Wit-
witersrand.

e, or Rmele (Reem™pe)—A hidestrap.

Rerrz (Raitsi, Mp.—ALl one time President
of the Orange Free State . afterwards
State Secratary of the Transvaal

Sroir (Sledt)—A ditcl on the veldt, nsualky
dry,

Serint (Sproot)—A smull river or stream.

STA—Native village.

STEYN (Stain), PrEsibENT—See p. 55,

StoEp (Stoop)—A verandah,

| “Taar (Tahli—Langimge of the Transvaal.
| Trex—To travel by ox wagon,

TucetA (Too-gay'-laj—River in Natal.

Uirianper (Dot lznder)—A resident in the
Transvaal no! of Boer origin.

Vaarn (Fahl), —Travsvanr (Trans™-fahl)

Veror (Felt)—The open plains,

Vernr-CopNer—A minor giagistrate,

VigikeLenr (Fear klooer]—Transvaal flag.

Vivjoes (Feel-yoon),

Viu) [Flag)—A pond or small lake.

Vorxksenap [Fokes'-ralid)—See po G585,

Voorrrexsik [(Fore-trecker|—The older
generation of DBeers who = trekked *
from Cape Colony across the Vaal
River.

Vaseure (Frayhboorg).—Vevaem (Fray!
hate).

WEeV Ex-gR;

Wir'wareesgann (' White Water's Ridage ')
—The district in the Transvaal con-
taining the Main Reef Gold Belt,

Zasp—A Boer policeman, o calied [from
the letters-on fus-cellar, ZARP, imply-

ing  Zuid  Afrkaansche Republivk
Politie, or Sonth African Republic
Police.
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hota by L W, Nicholls, Jolnngsbury

THE COST OF CONQUEST; GRAVES OF BRIT I SOLDIERS IN BLOEMFOXRTEIN CEMETERY,

CASUALTIES REPORTED SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE WAR, UP TO AND INCLUDING THE

MoxtH or QcropeEr, rgoo (OFFICIAL ReETUrN). Concluded from Preface.

Wounded, and died of

dllod ‘ ORI Prisonersand Missing: |

Battle of Date.

Officer [ Men Ol Men. BMkiners Men |

Monte Crisio (Co
'aa
Lady
Drief 35
Kares; nenr Hrandfort

-1 ‘_‘
March 31 3 15 10
April 34 3 i} 2 45
= Mawv 2q — 33 7 - 2 | L0:
May 31 ) ' I I
1 A= ! a
: ; i ] 20 34 132 o 3 X3
=5 2 - i | (59 128 1 3 | 162
3 1t l 3 33 4 156 ‘ 205

3 1y rfig [ — 2 500
f [ 12 304

3 — L] 10 | I 2 181
5 | i [ ! i1 273

117 1,01; r40 47140 10,026

L RepueTtioy oF taE Flny Force, Soutn Arrica,

Torar Bepvcrion oF THE Mititary Forces turoucH War
Due 10 CasCaLTIES IN SouTh ANlca.

O ficers. Men.
Killed in action ,. . =y 302 2,002 Deatls in South Africa 551 (i
Died of won 80 B3 I'risoners and missing s Sule
Prisoners 2

Died of di

. G115 Invalids sent home who h
Accidental deaths

145 =

likd o caplivity e 3 o Invalids sent home whe h
1

ervice a8 unfit

Total deaths in South Adrica

e 53 10,145 2.7t
2,500}
| Qruer CASUALTIES.
Frisoners and miss {excluding  those ) _— y i
who have been recovered or have died - 7 H224 Ciicwrs Mex,
0 Caplvity)

Sent home as invalids . 17 " ) e =y : i
= t i e in South Africa
aths jn Sevurh Africa

Total, South African Field Force | ] TEMa ] + W |;.r] 1
1,82 §i04 wimided .

< T SR |1
4B 026! Not specified which ., ; : |

oined, but whose return bus not get besn joilfisd
ind B wre 0 hospital,
at majorily ofg men invalided home huve fecovered and tojoined lor duty,




INDEX.

The asterisk (%) denotes: an Hlustvation: or the footnaote Feneath an Hiwstvation,

Aasvogel Kop, 541.

Abraliam's ICraal, 533.

Absent-Minded Beggar, 17 Fund, 637.

Acton Homes, 267, 270-1.

Adye, Colonel, at Kheis, 678,

Airlie, Lord, at Diamond Hill, 661, *663.

Alarm, sounding, *603,

Albrecht, Major, *158, 344, 410, *421, 432.

Aldous, Colonel, at Paandeberg, 411.

Alexander, Colonel. 346, 352,

Alexandersfontein, 357, 388, 300.

Aliwal North, 53, 548 ; Bridge), “49.

Alleman’s (Almond's) Nek, 683-5.

Ambulance, 198 ; Blindfalded, 204 ; ernss-
ing a donga, *251 5 Indian, *275 ; wag-
gor, *307 ¢ bringing wounded across
tiver, *318 ; Now Zealand, *330 Ger-
man, 423 ; wageon and camp, *400;
Russian, #5358, surgeon at work, *s40;
Indian waggon, *564; French cam,
*576 ; 276.

Ambuscade of Boers, 267, *268.

Amgricans, in Boer army, *a33,

Ammunition, lack of, 116 at Modder
River. 166 waggons, withdrawal of,
313, *313; nfle, 3525 4t Paardeberg,
4u1 5 loss of, g22; exhausted, 432;
at Lacysinith, 4g1.

Ants, 1625 ant-hills, *13, 181, *562.

Armistice, after battle of Colense, 1o7
demanded by Cronje, 416, 420: in-
formal, 421 at lnmskiiling Fll, 464

Army, despatch of, 57-69: arrival of, 63,
166 re-organisition’ of, 211, 630-2 ;
Roberts!, 345 ; grand, composition of,
345 5 b Bloemfontein, 546 ; reaches
Zuand River, 635 ; 68g-q1 ; First Ii-
vision, 350. 355. Second Division,
camposition of, 249 ; under Clery, 632.
Third Division, 579, 630,
vision, composition of, 237, 245, Sixth
Division, 214, 329, 340, 344; at
Waterval Drift, 350, 351-2; at the
Modder, 355; 362; at Klip Diilt,
396 347, 398, 404 ; near Paardiberg
Drift, 4053 qo6-7, 411, 415, 440,
near Osfontein, 530-1, 532; at Drie-
fontein, 538, 540-1 ; at Bloemfontein,
6305 at Zand River, 654-5. Seventh
Division, 214, 340: at Modder
River Camp, 344 ; at Ramdam, 350
near Waterval Dnft, 351 at De
Kicl's Dirift, 352—4 ; 396, 400, 416,
532, 530 ; lenves Kroonstad, 643 ; at
Johanneshurg, 646 ; at Pretoria, G3o.
Eighth Division, 528, 574, 579. Ninth
Division, 3445 ndear Enshin, 350;
near Ranydam, 3515 at Ramdam, 354 ;
3553 3593 360 307, 400, 404 ;
behind Paardeberg Driflt, 403 ; 407;
toth Drigade of, 407; 415; 5303
540-1; at Koorn Sproit; 570; with
lan Hamilton, 583. Tenth Division,
528: on the Vaal, s80: new, 630;
in  South - West  Transvaal, 691,
Eleventh Division, 580, 634-3, 643,
640, 659, 698, Secand Brigade, com-
position of, 299,  Fourth Brigade,
compesition of, 249 ; 632.  Iifth
Brigade, composition of, 24991 632
Sixth Brigade, at Chieveley, 250

Fifth Di- |

Ninth Brigade, at Modder ™ River, |

Army—continied,
t50-60; Magersfontein, 179 IKim-
berley, 630, Tenth Dirigade, com-
position of, 249 at Van Wyk's Flill,
6o;  Eleventh Brigade, composition
of, 240. Thirteenth Brizade, Sixth
Division, 333, 352, 307, Fourteenth
Brigade, Seventh IHvision. 353, 339,
Fifteenth Brigade, Seventh Division,
355 350, Eighteenth Brigade, Sixth
Division, 352, 357-8, 580.  Twentleth
Brigade, 630. Twenty-second Brigade,
630. Twenty-third Brigade, 631,

Army Serviee Corps, *20, 307.

Artillery, at Farquhars Farm, 4o, *83;
entoring Ladysmith, =41 ; Boer, 51
at Colenso, 9I-*93: use of, 117;
want of, 134 ; at Enslin, 148 Free
State, 158 ; at Modder River, 15g,
160, 164, 174 ; Boer, at Modder River,
* 6o, 164, 169, 170 ; at Magersfontemn,
1¥3, 188, 189, 195; crosses Rhenoster
River, 643 yo1 ; C.1LV., %644 ; meti-
ciency of, 238, 332 41y i Natal,

85 mountain, *249, 250 ; Voer,

=ty
23064

467-85 Staats, Driefuntein, s36; at
Royal, two
at

Maleking, *s0b6, *Goa.
batteries at Three Tree Hill, 272 ;
Boshof, 387; sergeants of the 15th
Company, *y25, &
*Horse," and © Guns.”
Arundel, ¥120, *322, 136.

Ashe, Dr., 373; 380, 3423
Attachgés, ®oo7 ®4cy) cag,

Auetion, & Dutch, =397,

Australians, 227, 330, 340; at Helmont,
173, 343 near Siingersfontein, 330
333; shooting of, 333; landing of,
528, 0632: 6G43; al Pretoria, 630;
West  Avpstralian  Volunteers, 227
South  Australia, 22 Tasmania,
volunteers, 227.

Ava, Lord, *510.

Azondale Castle, *16,

Babington, General, 144,

Baby, siege, *381.

Baden-Poweil, at Mafeking, 47, *48, 50;
commumeates with  Mahon, sgz3
meeting Mahon.*506, 508 ; m Hussar
untform, *s508; and statf, *sgo; m
South African outfit, *603; procla-
mation by, 603-4, *0605; message ol
G1g-20; family of, *626 ; skétches by,

*627 ; work at Maleking, 628, Major,
594.
Bailey, & P, *214-

Baird-Douglas, Colonel, at Rhenoster; 671,
Balloon,, 354 at Ladysmith, *37 i prepar-
ing, *82; at Magersfontein, 1o, *1or;
view from. *1gq: for Natal, 238; al
Porgieter’s Drift, %262 ; reuring the
301 ; at Paardeberg, 424 ; on the
Modder, 532 ; at Pretoria, 649.
Bank; at Mafeking, *614 ; notes, *012. *621,
Banks, General, letter of, 575,
Haralongs, *6or, 61y—1z, 621, Hza-3;
Barkly Eust, oceupied by Hoers, 112,
Barton, Major-General G, 85y, 86,
443, 448, 45455, 474, 450,

I foF )

a 50.

See alse “Field,"

Barton’s Brigade, 442, 4501, 454-5 ; meet-
g Lytielion's Brigade, #j56; at
Railway Hill, 475, 528 : with Mahon,
389 ; at Mafeking, 6527 : ot Kimberley,
630, i

Bastion Hill, *273, 274 278,

Basutos, 54.

Hatiersbhy, Mr. (quotations), 419, 454-5.

Beaconstield, 370, 372

Bechuanalind, sz,

Bechuanaland Rifles, 600, 622, 624,

Bedfordshires, a Shingersfontein, 336.
Bephie’s Foundry,explosion at, *5 B,
Heira, G332,

Helfast, yor—-2.

Belmont, 52, 133, 135 ; battle of, *138-
143 praves at, L, 135,

Benson, Major, 181-2,

Berkshires; 2nd, 129, 320. 323, 336, 630

Bethante, 573-4,

Hethlehem, 7oo,

Hethulie, Boers at, 34; bridges, s30-1,
552, 579 ; oceupied by Gatacre, 591 ;
deviation railway at, *380.

Hethune's: Mounted Infamry, 260, 277,
45 packing kit, 443 ¢ despatched
to Zululand ontier, 446 : crossing a
drift, *448, 640.

Brdddulphberg, battle of, 674=6 ;- *677.

Bigearsherg, crossed by the British, 26,

I}I:z;uu\.'i:ra_rll_a, 83y 254, 444, 245, 130,

Bloemfontein, Conference at, *14.
presidency at, *535; miap showing
vance an, *410 ; necessity of reachis
415 ; map of advance on, "534 sur-
render of, 543; view ol entry into,
*3+44 ivhoisting flag it 544-*3; halvar,
545-0; review at, 347 ; waterworks,
luss of, 360 ; plan of uttack, s6o, 562,
Volks™ Hospital and Club House,
*574 5 map of advance from, *632,

Bloemhot commanda, 376,

Blomfield, Calonel, at Spion Kop, 283, 28,

Boers, *24; prisoners, *30; sharpshooter,
¥37; *320; at Paandebery, *41 8, *450;
strategy of, 33; fighting, *6¢ ; messen-
ger, "82 | larmers, *35, *116; crossing

Tugels, 1oo; laager, 108 ; mistakesof,

rro-r12; treacheryof, 127; three gene-

rations, *133 ; surprised at Delmont,

*r41; wounded at Fretorla, *135;

losses at LEnslin, 153; at Modder

River, 156; wounded at Mcd_r](tr River,

166 ; 'wounded, *16a: fire of, 100, 135,

2p0; leaving Pretoria, *183; prisoners

at Modder River, *190; at Magers-
fontein, 191 ; epinion of British soldiers
an, 204 ; out of sight, *207 ; mobility
of, 252 supplies for, *28a ; doctors and
ambulance, *2g0; trutor, 306 mvisible,

A48, 449, 462 ; wanton destruction by,

4593 questioning prisoncrs, 4067

brave, at Ballwaty Hill, 475 ; losses of,

480-1 ; around  Ladvsmith, *391; at

Modder Spruit, *4ar ; singing hymns,

508 ;on cutpost duty, *515 ; condition

of, in March, 330 fighting with Wes-

sells and De La Rey, 368 ; women, at

Mafeking. 6oy ; murksmen, 6123 seek-

ing pratection, *630; lorees, 032

rsoners at Capetown, *680; women

Enngmg food, *oar.
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Bowibipmools, 176 ; at Kimberley, 382.
Border Regiment, 34 40
Boshof, commandiant (ron,
Bosman, Captain [, T., *475.

Botha, Commandant-General Louis, *260;
ar  Spion Kop, 285, 301, 303! at
faardeberg, gaz1, 422, 425 reireats
to Biggarsberg, 4765 at Dewetsdoip,
s82; amgl Mrs. Botha, *583 1 Cim-
mander-in-chief, 388 ; 643 counscls
resistance, 6438 ¢ at Diamond Hhall,
660 ; in astern Transvaal, 7or-2,
Christan, confers with Buller,670-*81.

Botha's Hoek, Bocr tield hospital at, *430:
Nek andd Pass, 680 ; battle of, "682,

Bowen, Major, *510-11.

Boyle, Captain, go1: Captain Ceeil, *587.

Boys, three brave, *670,

Brabant, Brigadier-General, 333,
548, 631, 673, b6, 7oo.

Brabant's Horse, 120 reinforces Gatacre,
548 occupies Wepener, 5747 at Roux-
ville, 370

Brabazon, General, at Wepener, 583,

Bradshaw, Captain, 342.

Brakfontein; 267, 309 310-313.

Brandior, occupation of], 634.

Brassey, Hon. J. A.232, *234.

Bravest of the brave, *166.

Bread, baking, *324 ; ticket, *381.

Breakfast on the veldt, *630.

lreytenbach, Comunandant, lnager of, 457.

Britanmic, 62.

Hritish South African Police, at Mafeking,
too; fort, 621 ; Haz.

Droadwood, General, advance on Sunny-
side, 343; al Modder River camp, 346;
brigade at Klip Drft, 352, 355, 401;
near Kimberley. 355, 357; at the
Modder, jo1, ®554 at Paardeberg,
421 ; at Thaba Nichu, 556; retreats
from Thaba N'chu, 560: at Boesmans
Kopy 568 at Zand River, 635 at
Diamond Hill, 660,

Brockie, Sergaant, escape of, 633.

Bronkhorst Spruit, battléficld of, *6: 6g1-
2 ; reoccupmed, 598,

Buchan, Miss, *6z7,

Buller, General, arrival at Capetown, 46 ;
advince o Nital, 66, %77 ; at Colenso,
*01, 0, *245 : compositon of forces,
249 ; at Spion Kop, 281 ; hlamed, 307 ;
attack on Vaal Krane, 313-18 ; returns
to Chieveley. 319 ; papulanity of, 441
forees of, 443 5 hinal attempt at relief,
aq0 3 ar Hussar Hill, 448 map of
movements ol "473: message from,
476 meeting General White, *478 ¢
Ay Urder of, 48253 ¢ victory of, 483
fails to relieve Ladysmith, a4 ; news
of repuise of, 521 ; awarding V.Cs,
fo2g, 6520 advances through Nauil,
640 | advances to Laing's Nek, 674
confers. with Christian Botha, 679-
081 ; secures Alleman’s Nek; 683-3 ;
near Volkrost, 6851 at Standerton,
at Gyeylingstad, 686; in Eastern
Transvaal, 701,

Hullets, expanding, 1g1, *338, g4 47
poisonous, *281.

Bullock, Colonel; at Honing Spruit, HG8—
700, :

Bulwana, 23, 46, 443, 460, 478.

Bundesrath, ss., 337.

Hutdett-Coutts, Mr,, f56-7,

Burghersdorp; 11

7=

530~7.

339 T340,

o~

2y 550

Burmese Volunteers, "232, 354

| Humham, Major, *418. *571 ; at Poplar
koorn Spruit, 562 ;

(Groye, 5323 sl
escipe of, 5725 636, tyh, G485,
Rurning plass, for o match, 203,
Burn-Murdoch, Colanel, 441, *4g2.
Burns, Dr., attending New Zealander, *330.
Bushman's Hoek, 115, 119, 128,
Butchers, with General French's column,
354

Casar’s Camp, altack an, 243, *244, #3508 ;
defence of, s12-*13, *516-17, 520.

Camera, Biograph, at Colenso, *1o4,

Camp. bivouac in Boer, 358 capture of
Boer, 456-7; kuchen, *450.

Camplbell; Major-General, 673-4.

Canadian contingent, *61; at Belmont,
175 ; D Battery, *238; second con-
tingent, 228; stalwart volunteers,
*220; Mounted Rifles, 340 3 carrying
children, %343 ; Toronto Compiny,
342, 632; crossing Paardeberg Drift,
*407 : at Paardeberg, 408, 411 ; appeal
of, 4267 awack of 427-"8; 440;
Polletier, Major, 427 landing of,
528 ; at Thaba N'chu, 584 ; U Battery
of, 555 5 m Griqualand West, 678 : at
Springs, 662 : at Honing Spruit, 695-q.

Cannon Kopie, Gof,

Cape Colony, early history, 6-7 ; rainfall,
675 physical geography, 68 ; volun-
teers, 2305 troops, 338: disposal of
Lroops, 33q.

Cape Mounted Volunteers, 548 Rifles,
548: 374-06.

Cape Palice, at Kuruman, 343: 368 : at
Kimberley, 376 ; charge of, *377: at
Mafeking, Goo, 6Gzz-3; Captain
Marsh. *6o2.

Capetown, occupied by Dutch East India
Co., 63 captured by British, 7 ; docks,
‘131 ; supposed plot to seize, 330
news of relief of Kimberley at, *364.

Carisbronke Castle, 55, group on biard,
314,

Carletan,  Colonel, at Farquhars Farm,
35 1 losses, 4143,

Carlisle;, Liettenant, *214 ; *258.

Carnarvon, hospital, Kimberley, *3g3;
district, 387.

Carnington, General, and staff, *632,

Carter's Ridge, 378,

Cartridge, Mauser, Lee-Enfield, *143.

Casualty  List, Prefacer 706 at
Office; *g4 5 144,

Cuttle, farm, *213 ; stayed, 425 raiding,
614,

Cavalry, British, *70: use of, 117+ want
of, 134, 6851 at Magersfontein, 174 ;
entangled, 422 5 4th Brigade landing,
328 ; 580, 2865 searching a donga,
*357 ; 2nd Brigade, 682,

Ceylon, voluriteers from, 230, *232

Chamberain, Rt, Hon. Joseph, *t5.

Chamberlaimn, Joe, *175.

Chamier, Lieut.-Colonel, R.A., *301.

Chaplain, of the Highland Brigade, *174,
204 ; Hill, 139, *140,

Chermside, Lieut-General,

Chesham, Lord, 232 ; *676.

Chieveley, Doers at, 735 signalling ut,
*78: clock, *fo; Boer skirnushers
at, 236; brigades at, 239, 282 ; 293
309 ; retirement to, 141.

War

LT

579, O30

| Clery, General, 247 *a50, 442 ;

Rt i T T 4

Childe, Major. *a73, 274 ¢ death of, 275,

Children, of the Empire, *133.

Chacolate Box, Oucen’s, *240,

Chinese Crisis, ciieet of, Go1.

Christmas 1 Campy 239 : at Ladysmitl,
5050,

Church parade; 178.

Churchill, Lady Randolph, *18.

Churchill, Licutenant [., 446.

Churchill, Mr, Winston, *76 capuge of,
78, *79; on night maching, (1g;
escape rom Pretoria, 24031 scaling
wall, Boarding train, *z242; waiting
for night, *243; on baggage, =252 ;
on Spion Kop; 298 ; on Green Hill,
455 ; near Dewetsdorp, 580 at Pre-
toria, Hga.

Cingolo, 443-5, 449-54.

Clements, Major-General, 330, 332, *334-7
552

enters
Transvaal, 685 ; G86.

Cockiolly birds, *447-8.

Codrington, Colonel, 164,

Cains, Transvaul, *257.

Coke, Major-General, 237, 249 : al Spear-
man's Camp, 200 ; reinforces Warren,
2871 ; at Spion Kap, 291, *203, 298 5 at
Hussar Hill, 448 451 crossing
Tugels, *460; and statl, *G83.

Cold Steel, *71.

Coldstreams, 130, 136,
*oad,

164, 189,
See alse Guards' Brigade.

L9553

| Colenso shelled, 46; bridees, *82, 83,

*458-9; position at, 85-7 ; first battle
of, 83, 100 ; mapof battle, ®g5 ; lusses
at, 103—4 ; eriticism of, 108-9; road
bridge, 236 ; relief force attacks, 244,
246, 442, "a44: Boers near, 445 ;
occupied by Dritish, 4589 pont,
430 ; pontoon bridge, *460 ; second
battle of, 462,

Calesherg, *12; proclamation at, *s2; Boers
at, 54, 112, 124, 326 ; map of actions
round, *322 ; retirement of Boers to,
*322, *325; map of diswrict, *
329.

Coles Kop, 327-*8-a, 335.

Calonial troops, offers of, 6o, 226, 220-30 ;
enrolment of, 337 ; conciliated, 338 ;
invalided, *427.

Colvile, Major-General, 134, *173; at
Mugersfontein, 198: appointed 1o
command Ninth Division, 344 ; at
Paardeberg, 428 ; north of Modder,
5305 at Poplar Grove, 5325 631;
near Sanna’s Post, 566-7, 369-70;
near Lindley, 666,

Comnuindants, g, *162, *37.).

Commandeering, 55, 332, *385.

Commando, Boer, 37, 85 ; 458

Composite Rifle Battalion, 250, 462-3,

Compton, Lond Alwyne, 232, *a34,

Congreve, Captain, V.C., *g0.

Connaught, Duke of, lighting men's cigar-
tlites, *14.

Connaught Rangers, at Colenso, g4 at
Inniskilling Hill, 466 ; losses of. 480,

Conning tower, 370-*1, 38453,

Convent Hill, 515.

Convoy, loss of a, *36o-1, 3g7. G666 ut
IKourn Sproit, 364-3; ot Rhenoster
R., 680,

Cooks, hospital, *107 ; at Chisveley, *240
cogking deviges, *52.

J

o

53

-
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Coolidge, Hon, Mr,, 055,

Cooper, General, 4686,

Cordite, 453.

Cornwalls, Militia, 250 Light Infantry,
342 at Panrdeberg, *411, 4905 584

Cirps Troops, 240.

Councils of war, 281—2.

Cliow, * bogeed,™ #3560,

Craufurd, Miss, *6z7.

Creusols, 176, *186, 288, 311 ; disappear-
g, 3165 358, 383 445; Boer,
*455-0, destroying brecch-serew of,
400, 5005 514-15, 523, f06, *GoB,

Crimen, 202,

Crofton, Colanel, 21 blamed, 307.

Cronje, the younger, 587, 580, 507, 62,

Cronje, General, at Enslin, 1525 =157 ; at
Modder River, 158, 169, 344 at
Magersfontein, 176, 350, 354, 362 ;
orders to head, 364 ; besieging Kim-
berley, 3923 pussibility of eapturing,
305 ; in retreat, 396 ; on horseback,
*397: maps illustrating capture of,
*jo0; pursucd, 4025 ; surrounded,
40673 during battle, 4133 with
Mrs. Cronje, *g14 ; stronghold of,
415 repudiates  surrender, 420
determined to  resist, 425 ; head-
quarters shelled, 426 ; surrender of,
428-"g, T431 ; personality of, 430,
cavalry of, *432 ; grandson of, 432 ;
prisoners from army of, 433-"4-%5 ;
sent to Capetown, *4335; at St
Helena, 438 5 breaking journey, *438 ;
going on beard, 439 ; signature of,
439

Cronje, Mrs., 413-"4.432-3 ; entering train,
435,

Cunningham; Sergeant, *133.

Cyelists, repairing machmes, *5588.

Cear, policy of the; 205.

Dalbiac, Major, 673 ; *675.

Dalgety, Calonel, 574-*7-8.

Dalmanutha, *70r1.

D, across the Modder, #1635 ; on the Klip,
Y522,

Daniel, Private, 676,

Dartnell; Brig-General J. G, *405-7; 527.

Davidson, Captain, at IKaree, #5548,

Davis, Major Karri, *580, 597, 626.

Davis, Mr. Webster, 303,

D¢ A, 46, 47, 120,-131.

Dead, removing the, *133 ; arms of, *16q.

Death warrant, %634-

De Beers, Company, 36g-70; cattle ol
373, 381 & shalt, 3853 soup kitchen,
#2806 1 mines, 500 ; 414,

De Kidl's Drift, *348, 349.

Delagoa Bay, 337, 701; map of advance
to, fyoz.

De la Rey, General, 146, 158 5 168, 600,
66 ¢ and nephew, *6G3.

De Lisle, Lieut-Cuolonel, 664 ; at Pretoria,
g0,

Derbyshires, 645, 6624, Gyo-1,

Derdepoort, Hob-7.

Deseription card, *3602,

Despatch nider, *263.

De Villiers, Commandint, 507, 511, 676,
678,

Devons, at Elandslpagte, 28-¢ 5 at Farqu-
lar's Fann, *30; at Colenso, g7-8 ;
crossing  Tugela, 264-5: at Vaal

Devons—zaautinned,

Krantz, 315 ; near Ipniskilling Hill,

403, 477 ; ot Ladysmith, s64-5; on

Wagon Hill, st7-*19, 520,

Wet, Commandan  Christian, relief

foree of, *213, 423 ; *361; at Coles-

bergy 3333 army of; 530 avSanna's

Post, 560 capures MeWlhinnie's

foree, 572=4; tap, "064 ;. caprures @

comyny,0b8-g; at Rhenoster R, 670-*1;

testroys stores, 672 : raids, GGz ; farm,

*608 ;. 700, 7025 Piet, 637.

Dewetscdarp, 571, 582,

Dhoalie; Indians carrying, *244

Digmond Fields Artillary, 368,

Diamond Hill, battle of, 660-5; plan,
milp, "6z

Dick-Cynningham, Colonel, 514-%15-16

Dickson, General, 583,

Dighy-Jones, Lieut,, soz-3, s08~*10-*11,

Diklopfs, 136, 147.

Dhnner, preparing, *310.

Dispensary, hospital train, *102.

Dongas, *251, 460.

Donkerspoort, 352.

Dinprnboom, 541,

Doorn Kloof (Kop), 109, 313, 316,

Dordrecht, 116, 348,

Doris, H.MLS. *144, 435,

Dorsetshires, 2nd, at Spion Kop, 291 ;
631; 685,

Douglas, Lieutenant, 1g1.

Douglas, retreat from, 342-"3,

Downman, Colonel, 193.

Dragoon  Guards, zZnd, 320, 343, 3536,
603-3 ;) sthy, grz; Oth, 320, 334-6,
335-0. 355 7th, 696,

Drakensborg mountains, "8, 22, 2535,
Drefontein, 3335-7; plan, *538; Lssex
men at, 539 ; casualties at, 540

Limepan, 3471,

Dirift, *8, *68; ammunition cartsat a, *232.

Driscoll’s scouts, at Wepener, 5746, 578
674.

Dironfield, 364 : =361 : 373

Drowning of @ trooper, *365.

Drummer boy's letter, #1353,

Dublins at Dundee, 24§ Dublin Fusiliers,
24, 5755 atColénso, 94, Fo5 ; at Innis-
killing Hill, 466, 477 losses of, 480,
4483,

Dudley; Barl, =232, *a34d.

Dum-dum bullets, t44. 154, 457,

DDundee, 22, 25, %24, 20

Dundonald. Lord, at Colenso, 83 *2145
commuanding Cavalry Division, 2493
on Way to Pouneter's Dirift, *2551
advanges o Trichard’s Drift, 261 ; at
Actan Homes, 267§ fumoured refiel
of Ladysmith by, 278; *437 i composi-
tion of bngade. 446; attacks Cin-
eolo, 4515 453; advances vo Ladysmith,
4778z =087,

Dunne, Bugler, g3
*gbu

Lunottar Castle s5, 223,

Durban Light Infantry, 7o.

Durban town hall, 07 ; town, ®72

D Urhan, 51 Benjamin, 8.

Durham  Light Infantry, 3ol 2505
250, 261, Fig4=-"13; capturing
Kramiz, *310 7 467,

Dust, storm, 3354-

De

; chairing, *ub 1 bugle,

ist,
Vaal

/99

Dutch populition, 6 ;. old house i Papen—
darp, %6.: East Indin Coi, 7 ; discon-
tent, 7. 8, 55 brnging presents to
soldiers, *320,

Duval, Lieutenant Raoul,

Dysentery, 578,

-
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East Kents, 308-9, 408, 24, 53840,

East London, Buffaloe Harbour, *64.

East Surrey militia, 230,

Enst Surreys, 455, 463 | lusses of, 480,

Effigies, of John Bulland Mr. Kruger, 23,
=183,

Elandslaage, *22. 25 5 Gordons advancing
at, *26; plan of battle, *27 1 hattle of,
27-31 5 removing wounded, *27.

Eloff, attacks Mafeking, 620-633 ; Boer
prisoners with, *6as.

Embarkation; 63.

Emergeney ration, * 184, 105.

Engelheart, Sergeant, winning V.C., *361.

Engincers, at Paardebers, 427-8,

Enslin, 146 ; Dattle of, 146-*150 1 plan,
LT

Enteric, §14-15, 560,

Erasmus, Major . I, *475-6.

Essex; 18t, 324, 320, 408, 420, *539-40

Estcourt, *73, 78-8a, 237, 240, 248,

Ethelston, Commander, 150,

Fair View, 270-1.

Farmhouse, storming a, "164-33
molished by  Boers, *230;
white flag, *361 ; burning, #5382

Farquhar, Mr, *523,

Farquhar's Farm, battle; 36-41 ;

Farriery in the feld, *r1g.

Faussett, Captain, 421-*2,

Feelitg the enemy, *67.

Ferry or pont on ‘Tugela, *258-q.

de-

fiving

plan, =36

Fetherstonhaugh, Major-General, 133,
*134 ;. wounded, 139.

Fiddes, G. V., *306,

Field Artillery, 189, 335 4495 at

Diamond Hill, 662; zoth Battery.
324 ; 4th Battery, 3295 75th Battery,
350 Bist Buttery, 308-0, 4112 F0th,
Sist, Sand Batteries, gob, 415 76th
Battery, 412 ; 18th, fand, 75th Bat-
teries, 417; 421 & 75th Battery, 424
#8th Battery 6¢6; on Cole’s Kop,
337 e

Field dressing, *362.

Fincham's Ifammn, 135,

Five, rifle, g2y ; ineifectiveness of Doet,
428,

Fischer, M. 170

Fisher, Colonel, 336.

Fitzclarenee, Captain; Ga4, 607, 08,

Flag, white, abuse of, 25, 50, *31, 1062. 139,
1530 154, 267, 5405 428, 440 ; at [nnis-
killing Hilly 468=703 it Lindley, 665 ;
at Rhenoster.671—2; at Honing Spruit,

figy, Red Cross; abuse of, 44 1554
170, 466, 4g2, 6oz ; 603 bwiss
Society, 657 Bntish and Boer, *175 2

of truce, 198 Unlon Jack at Lady-
smith, *247 ; sigmalling, *303; hoist-
ing, at Hioemfontemn, 544-"5

Foal, giving water to a dying, "402.

Fodder, at Orange R, *330:1 at Lady-
smith, 306,

Foes in the field friends in hospital, *260.
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Food, compliints of, 63, 154 ; lack of, at
Medder River, 17 ; at Reddersburg,
573:

Football under fire, "493.

Footbidge, Hoer, “441.

Forestier-Walker, General Sir F. W, E,
inspecting volunteers, *205,

Fourteen Streams, 371+ 2, *590.

Fowke, Captain, destroys Boer guns, 500

Free Staters, alleged cowardice of, 170.

Freeth, Captain, at Spion Kop, 204,

French, General, at Elandslaagte, 37-8,
*30; near Pieters, 33 : at Farquhar's
Famn, 16 ; left Ladysmith, 46; at
Naanwpoort, 129, 3205 ®i44: near
Coles Kop, 323 : maobility of, 324 ;

l

forces opposing, 320; at Modder
River Camp, 344, 3403 leads the
cavalry, 347; stcures De Kiel's Drilt,
350 ; opens  communication  with
Kimberley, 357: to bead Cronje,
364 ; 390 leaves Kimberley, 401 ;
bivouacking, 403—4, 406-7 ; at Paarde-
berg, 4125 4215 440 ; at Bank's Drift,
530; at Poplar Grove, §32; near

VR
Abraham’s Kraal, 336-7; and staff,
*542; 031 demands surrender of
Bloemfontein, 5423 at Thaba N'chu,
554 ; recalled o Bloemfontein, 555 ;
at Glen, 536 at Karee, 558-9; at
Koorn Spruit, 569-70: at Lecuw

op, 580-2; in eastern Transvaal,
Kop, 38 1 F
“o1,

French, Captain, *214.

Frenchmen,® 496 ; with Eloff, 623

Frere, Sir Bartle, *10.

Frere Bridge, 78 ; wrecked, 75 : brigades
at, 240 3 Warren's Division at, 248 ;
marching from, *251; Composite Rifle
Banalion at, 250,

Frontal attack, 143.

Funlumdnf, 73.

Fuzes used on British shells, *171. |

Game, on veldt, gor1.

Game Tree Fort, 604-10, *606, *607, * oy,

Garnison Artllery, Kimberley, 168,

Gas, making, #3536,

Gatacre, General, at East London, 66 ;
camp near Quecnstown, *111, *115;
takes command, 114; moves on
Stormberg, 1182 127, 333: ocoupies
Dordrecht, 3548 ; near Dewetsdorp,
s ancmi:ts to relieve McWhinnie,
5734 i replaced. 570.

Cencrals, change of, 215,

Crevman, 55, *538.

Germans, with Boers, 204 ; army of, 200 ;
scout, 267 1 officers under Botha, *271 ;
hospital, 360 ; seizure of steamers, 337.

Giffard, Lisut.-Colonel, 540.

Gladstone, W. E., .

Clasock, V.C,, Driver H., *367.

Glen. 556.

Glencoe, =22,

Giuutcs?rrav;ﬂ Rietfuntein, 32 : at Farqu-
]l.’ll’l'S Farm, 35, 41—3; at Klip Kraal,
3905 ciptunng a kopje, *408; at
Paardeberg, gof:  withdrawn, 410,
420 al Ladysmith, 504: at Drie-
fantein, 540,

Goat, #3096 ; of Welsh Fusiliers, #3353,

Godirey, Rev, ., G35-0. '

Godley, Major, *509; lodk-out of, *620,

Gomba, 444-5, 448-4, 450 ; crossed, 453

Gordon, Brig.-General, at Modder River
Camp, 346: shelling kopjes, 3495
355. "350, 407, 385-0; on Delagoa
Bay Ratlway, 650,

Gordon memarial service, *

Gordons, at LElandslaagte, 28-g; with
prisoner, *172 ; al Magersfontein, 173,
190-3 ; militia, 230; in charge of
convoy, 36o-1; getting ireakfast
Y405 ; campkitchen, *jo5 ; at Paarde-
berg, 408, 411; at Ladysmith, 477,
#5004, 510, 520, 633 ; at Thaba Nichu,
584-%35, 697.

Gordon’s Brigade, 352, 360 ; at Paarde-
berg, 421, 423, J27-8.

Gough, Colonel, reconnaissance by, 132 ;
advance to Ladysmith, 478,
Graham, Major, of Natal Carbineers,

Grant, Captain, 551,

Graspan.  See Enslin.

Green Hill, 443, 445 3 shelled, 440, 430,
4525 ndpe partly occupied, 454 ;
captured, 455 ; guns on, 458

e Lo

267,

! Grenadiers, 136, 189, 195 ; at Biddulph- |

berg; 6746, *677.

Grey, Sir George, 8.

Grimwood, Colonel, 36.

Griquatland West, 52 ; 678.

Grobler, Commandant, 5354, 558, 606.

Grobler's: Kloof, 70, 86, 03, 443, 445, 461 ;
kraal neur the summit, *446 ; Spruit,
*446 ; shelled, *457, 455, 462

Guards® Hrigade, 156, 150, t66, 179, 190,
192, 531. 356, 580

Guides, Gatacre’s, 120-21.

Gun Hill, Bélmont, 135,

Gunpowder, making, *622,

Gunners, of r4th Battery, *93; of 78th |

Battery, at Brakfontein, 312, *313 ; at

Kitchener's Hill. 412 ; annihilation of, |

*452: at Cassar's Camp, 515 Boer,
“517 ; at Diamand Hill, 663-1,

Guns, Boer, *o, 78, *81 ; Hotchkiss, *35 ;
Sthneider-Canet quick-firers. 355 45-
pounder, *39 ; 12-pounder; 4o, 227 ;
Maxim, 40 dummy, "44 ; naval, *44,
04 ; naval howitzer, *62 ; of the 7er-
“ible, *72, 85 at Calenso, 86, g1, To2,
93, 98, *rz0; Vickers-Maxim, *gy
at Enslin, 147; at Modder River,
13860, 162, 169, 173, 188; at
Magersfantein, 190, 193 ; in danger,
194-5 ; captured at Pretona, *208 ;
manufactured at Elswick, *212; cap-
tured by Boers, 235: Boer quick-
fiting, *236; naval 4'7, *237; Baer,
*239 ; naval, at Colenso, 244 ; nawval
477, atColenso, 246 ; crossing & donga,
Y251 ¢ at Chieveley, 2505 naval, 266 ;
navil, at Spearman’s Hill, 268 § naval,
shelling Spion Kop, 273 1 Boer, 275 ;
naval, 277; at Spion Kop, 289
7-pounder mountain, *300: naval
G-inch, *308, 311 :at Vaal Kranz 313
=14 5 naval guns, Zwart Kop, *314 ;
leaving Renshurg, #320: 321 ; near
Coles Kop, 323 ; on Coles Kop, 329 ;
40-pounder, 336 ; Horse Artillery, 342 ;
naval, hauled by DBlucjackets, #3355 ;
at Kimberley, 3763 385 ;1 7-pounders,
“302 ; naval, 399; burst, *s00: at
Avtillery Fhilly 4oz 5 r2-pounders, 406 ;
Biritish, at Paardeberg, 418 ; 47, at
Paardebers Drift, *310; Boer, *420 ;
picturesgue discharge of, 426-7 ¢ cap-
tured Boer, 432 ; Colt, 6-inch paval,
4405 47, 448 s-anch sicge, 448
naval, *a.4g; varlous, 449; 5-inch-

Guns—eontinnad.
postion, *452: naval r1z2-pounders,
s5-inch, tield, 453 ; 4°7 naval, shelling
Grobler's  Kloof, 4574 40613 Boer
Armstrong,  *468 ¢ naval 47 on
Hlangwane, *470: naval 4°7 *489;
“Long Tom!" in hospital, *500-1 ;
Boer, 504 ; nayal r2-pounder and
crew, *506; gun-pits, 510,512 ; nayal
1z2-pounder, at Ladysoith, %526
naval 477, 532: Boer Krupp, 537
captured at Koorn Spruit, *568 5 retir-
ing, at Koorn Spruit, 567-%g ; various,
5741 7-pounders, 599, Gog ; < Lowd
Nelson” *5995 477 and 5-inch, 649 ;
Yeomanry Colt, 649 ; 5-inch, 662-3;
Colt, 666 ; * Kandahar,” *670; Yeo-
manry, 678 ; 4'7, naval 12-pounders,
G7g, 681; Dundonald’s, 682; A
Battery 12-pounders, 682 ; 15-pounder,
r2=pounder, g-pounder, 69g; destroyed,
goz2. See alie “FArtillery,” * Creu-
sots,” © Howitzers,” Y Krupp,” © Pom-
Poms.”

Haig, Major, at Rhenoster River, 069,

Hamlstones, 81,

Haldane, Captain, 76, 241, 0H53.

Elales, Mr., 355-5.

Hamiton, Bruce, General, at Zand River,
G35 at Pretora, 050, *053; At
Diamond Hill, 662—3.

Hamilton, Duke of, #21.4.

Hamilton, Lieut-General lan, at Elands-
laagte, 28 ; at Farquhar's Farm, 36 at
Ladysmith, 247 479, 497, *500, 511,
527 ¢ recovers Bloemfonteing Water-
works, $H3—4; 6H31; at Heilbron,
642-3; seizes Lindeque’s Drilt, 644 ;
attacks Klipriversberg, 645 ; at Pre-
wria, 650, 654; at Diamond Hill,
G61-2, 605 ; breaks collar-bone, 6g1 ;
at Heidelberg, 691 ; near Delagoa
Bay Railway, 698,

Hammaonia, 700,

Hands, M, 504.

Hannay, Lieut.-Colonel, *347, 412.

Harris, Lieut.-Colonel, #463.

Harrson, Captiin, at Potgieter’s Drift, 261.

Hart, Major-General A. F,, 87, 94, 249,
*a77, 280, near Spion Kop, 291 ; at
Vaal Krantz, 318; 448; superintending
launching of pont, ®459; al Innis-
killing FLill, 468 ; brigade of, 528 : at
Rouxville, 579; at Kimberley, 630 ;
686,

Hart's Brigade, near Spion Kop, 274, 275,
278, 241, 451 ; near Inniskilling L],
463 ; at Viakfonteimn, 6gz.

Hart's Thll, 460, 402.

Harvey, Major, *326.

Hay, Hon, Adalbert S., 655-6.

Hays, Trooper, 621-2, 624,

Heat, at Modder River,
Paardeberg, 4103 450.

Hedge Hill, 460, 462,

Heidelberg, Commando, 424, 686; 6o,

Heilbron, 642, 668,

Helena, St., 438 : Sandy Bay, *j40.

Heliographing, *1og4; from Ladysmith,
244, 250, 268, *298 ; from Spion Kop,
297 ; with Kimberley, 357 5 4335 with
Wupener, 578 ¢ between Baden-Powell
and Mihon, 507.

Helpimakaar Hill, *518, 520

Helvetia, 7o,

HMenderson, Major, 409,

i1 398

at
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Henderson, Mr., #367,

Henry, Colonel, 635-6, G40

Hensley, Captain C. A., *274-3,

Herbirt, Captain; 102,

Flevbert;, Licutenant G, W, 421-%2,

Hertford, Marguis of, 232

Hckinan, Colonel, 700,

Hicks, Captain, av Spion Kop, 204-3,

Highlanders, at Modder River, 150; 161,
163 ; dash aeross Modder, *167; at
Magersfontein, 173-4, 1793 demo-
ralised, 183; callapse of, 187 ; re-
inforced, 188-¢ ; wraves, *160 § retroat
of, 193, 196 ; ordeal of, 199 ; wounded,
*201; Boer opinion of, 204 ; Cape-
town, *205 ; move to Koodoesberg
Dift, 3431 review of, *344; at
Waterval, #3g5 ; at Paardeberg, 4o7 ;
fred on by British guns, 410 ; 430;
mirching in Bloemfontein, *543; at
Rhenoster, 668 ; Argylls, at Paarde-
berg, 408 ; Black Watch, *60; 173;
officers, *179; at Magersfontein, 182,
*185 5 rallied, 187 191 ; losses, 200,
Camerons, at Bethanie, 573 ; at Klip-
riversherg, 643, 648 ; Seaforths, 2nd,
at Magersfontein, 173, 183 ; presented
with colaurs, *18 ; escape ol captured
corporal, *103 ; losses at Magersfon-
tein, 200; at Paardeberg, qo8, 411,

Highland Light Infantry, 173

Hildyard, Major-General Ho ],
240, 201, 632, 67, 686,

Hildyard's Drigade, at Colenso, g7 ; gomni-
position of, 24g; junction with relief

column, 255 at Urchard’s Dift, 263 ;
near .‘ipiun Kop, 274, 278, 200; at
Vaal Krantz, 316, 418; near Chieve-
ley, 448; at Cingolo, 430-1, 4353-5;
il Grobler's  Kloof, 462 ; ab rrmis-
killing Hill, 467 ; Fifth Division, 680,

Iill, Col., 298, 302 ; Chaplitin, 139, *140.

Hinde, Calonel, near Estcourt, 79, #o.

Hlangwane, 86, 93, 96 ; patrol near, 292 ;
position of, 442 443, 445 ; bombarded,
4545 evacuated, 4ys64 occupied by
British, qs8; 461, 4712,

Hoare, Band-Sergeant, 1g1-2.

Hoare, Major, *214.

Hoist, wire, at Coles Kop, *#320.

Hollanders, at Fort Amiel, *34; at Zand-
spruit, *642 ; of Netherlands Rly., 692.

Home from the War, #1514,

Honing Spruit, action at, Gg8-700,

Hore, Colonel, *55q; fort of, *620; *621.

Horse Artillery, 173, 185, 199; in a tight
plage, *253, 356 at Vaal Krantz,
315 ; ncar Rensburg, 321 ; gor, 416,
421 ; entangled, 422,
gun-teaun, *366; s80; A Battery, 10§,
683, 686 ; G Battery, 343 5 M Battery,
589, 594, 596 O Dattery, 32022,
664, 6u3-53 P Battery, 337, 627:
Q) Battery, *553, gﬁs—, charging O
Sattery, *661 : ) and U Batteries,
554, 505 R Battery, 320.

Horseflesh, 580, 387§ trap, *531; rations,
*o135, a2y,

Horses, *02; omnibus, 116; refractory,
1y eéakmg-n, *117: wounded,
*128;shoeing, *3245 357, 304 1 drnk-
ing, ®3g5 1 remounts, 4ol, JoB;
[French’s cavalty, qoy ; mortality of,
at Maardeberg, 415 ; Boer, 416 ; death
of, 414 ; dead, 4225 of gth Lancers,
*424 ¢ 435, held hospital for, *546;
as focd, 577 1 wiste of, 689-go.

Ny *8U,

)¢ ranaway |

Hospital, Field, *i07, 636-8; Boor field,
"q305 interior of Boer train, *fH74.
Household Cavalry, near Colesberg, 324 ;
at Thaba N'ehu, 554: at Koorn
Spruit, 568 ; at Diamond Lill, 6614,

Houtnek, 653-4.

Howilzers, Gincli, *62; 3-inch, 173, 263,
266, 332-3, 407, 418, 249 in pontoon,
Y1747 battery attacked, 1754 section
of 5-inch, *176 ; s-inch at Magersfon-
tein, *176 ; 189-90 ; G-inch, *208, 21y,
*426; lack of, 238; shelling Spion
Kop, 273, 277-8, 21 ; of 37U Baltery,
347 ; G5th Battery, 464, 417, 457 ;
47 inch on Gun Hill, so0; “The
Wolf,” 610, *622; of 1870, *645 ; 683,

Huddart, Midshipman, 151,

Hughes, Lieutenant, *332.

Hughes-Halletr, Colonel, 143,

Hugo, Mr., 112,

Humour of the battlefield, 280-1,

Hunter, Lieut.-General, at Ladysmith, 479,
*485, 498-9: 527 on the Vaal, 580,
590 ; commands new Tenth Division,
630, 632 ; at Christinna, 638 1 5.WL
Transvaal, 6g1; occupies Frankfort,
(92

Hunter-Weston, Major, 329,
breaks railway, 636.

Hunting, *hge,

Hussar Hill, 246, 344-33.

Hussars, 13th, 244, *2635: 14th; 3z08;
loth, 320, 325, 368 ;' 1oth crossing
Elip Drift, *355 ; selzure of Roberts'
Hill by roth, *io3; (8th, at Lady-
smith, so1; 18th, 512; roth, at
Driefontein, 537-8, at Thaba Nichu,
5544 14th, at Derdepoort, 696.

Hutehinson, Sir Hely, announcing relief
of Ladysmith, #482.

Hutton, Major-General B, T, H.. %049
seizes Daspoort Fort, 651 ; 630,

y ® .
42, *547.

Imperial Light Horse at Elandslaagte,
70 at Farquhar's [Farm, 37; at
Spion Kop, 367 ; 478; at Lombard’s
Kop, 499: at Wagon Hill, s08-g;
szo0; with Mahon, 589 relieving
Mafeking, 305, 597-8, 626; moaved
from Natal, 630.

Imperial  Light Infantry, 7o, 282;
Spion Kop, 2g1.

India, offers of, 229,

Inclian - Ambulance Bearers, *275; cart,
T

Indian Mutiny, 213,

Infaniry, use of, 117; at Belmont, 140
at Magersfontein, 174 ; mounted, at
Magersfontein, 18g; Cronje’s, *432;
British, 440.

Inkwelo, 67q, 681.

Inkweloane, 6G80-2.

Inniskilling Fusiliers, at Inniskilling Hill,
"4ty ; losses of, 380,

Inniskilling Hill, 460: mapof attack on,
*463-4 ¢ Hoers repelling attack on,
*465-7; change of front at, 468,

Inspection of rifles and feet, *448.

Instructions (ssued by officer, *444.

Intelligence Department, reorgunised, 443.

Intintanyone, *33.

Intombi Camp, 478, 4o1-2; 500, 512

[nvalided hame, *170.

Irish, with Boers, 204 ; brigade, "67h.

al

| Johannesburg, *11;

Irish Brigade; Hart’s, crossing Tugela,
near Spion Kop, 275,

Irish Fusiliers, at Cingolo, 452 at Gireen
Filly 454 5 455-6 1 at Pieter's Hill, 474,

Irish Guards, creation af, 483,

Italians, Boer ausiliaries, *407.

205 ;

Jagobsdal, Boer cummands at, 52 | retreat
of Boers to, 166, 174 ; Boers in force
at, 345 patrolled, 3515 seized, 339 ;
Chgigement near, *4o4.

Jameson Raid, the, 11,

Jamestown, 112, 348

Jamestown, St, Helena, *440,

Jammersherg Mountain, 575,

dust storm, *1r;
commando, 23 ; 30, *423, 424 ; com-
mando of police, *423. 53q; fort at,
*645 ; review of ftroops at, *646 .
surrender of, 640 ; crushing hattery
ay *04g ; plot at, gz, Gih,

Johnson, Captain, at Rhenoster, 668-g,

Jonono's Kop, 32.

Joubert, General, at Dundee, 23 ; invests
Ladysmith, 33; *37; *1or; at Pot-
gieter's: Dnft, 282 ¢ 4773 at Modder
Spruit, 490-1, *514 ; 542 ; funeral of,
Iigh

Kaffir's inft. 201, 297.

Kaffirs, women caitying beer, %4 popu-
lation, 6 ; wars, 8 3 hut in the Karmoo,
3 7 with Boers; 315 ; character, 527
wedding, %601; ar Mafeking, 61y,
shooting doys, *f13; suid attacked,
G2y,

Kafirarian Rifles, *r1o; at Wepener, 57.4.

Kameclfontein, 401, 404.

Kamiers Dam. 358 gim from, 363, 3700
Boer redoubt at, *376, 380,

Karree Siding, map, *360.

Karroo, *68,

Kekewich, Lient.-Colonel, 368, *371, 372 ;
taclics of, 376; *378; Mr. Rhodes’
frction with, 387 ; promoted, 391-2

Kelly-Kenny, General, 233; ar Modder
River Camp, 3445 near Kimberley,
355, 389 at koodoesrand Linift, 309,
401 ; marching o Paardeberg, Jo3;
uncertainty of command, 405; and
staff, *400; near Oslontemn, 3375 at
Driefontein, 538; at Bloemfontein, 630

Kelly’s farm, 572

Kenilworth, 370 buricade, *3g2

Kent, West, 2nd, at Biddulphberg, 674-6.

Khala, o gentlemarn in, *3,

Kimberley, gnrrison, 47 isolated. 52—3;
markel place, *53; bombardment,
54 ; strategic importance of, 1307
map of advance to. 130 difficult of
reliely 176-7; relief column, maps,
*348, *352: m sighty 357 5 relieved,
358 siege of, 367-03; plan of town,
*370; Town Hall; *373 3595; envi-
rons af, *375; sorties fram, 376, 378 |
Light Horse, 376, *377; *3g0; re-
lieved, 390 ; lasses at, 300-1 ; Union
Jack, 300 falure to take, 392-3;
Stege Avenue, *3093 ; Bu Toits. Pan
Roatd, *303:

359

| Kimberley Mopnted Corps, 587, 580, 505.

King's Royal Ritles, at Dundee, 24: at
Farqubars Farm, 39; 3rd, at Spm::
Kop, 266+=7: *2g7, 306: at Vaal
Krante, 365-16 ; near Colenso, 462-3;
i1st, s08; soo-1a; holding Casar's
Hill; *516; 520,
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Kipling, Rudyard, poem of, 1.

Kitchener, Brigadier-General F, W, *461,
403, 4745

Kitchener, Lord, 2715, 230-24; embarks
for South Africn, 2235 with Lord
Roberts, *221; *226; on the way
Modder River, 319, 341; arrival at
Capetown, 337 re-ofganisés trans-
port, 330 at the Modder, 355, 397 :
406 ; sent o Prieska, 5203 guards
railway toosonth, 5745 in NJW. of
Cape Colony, s87: reaches Kroon-
stad, 636-*7; at Kopjes Station, 672.

Kitchener's Hill. 408; loss of, 412, 4153,
416 seizure by Boers, 421 ; garrison-
ed, 422 ; attacked, 42y, 460

Kitchener's Horse, 338 ; at Waterval Dnft,
301 ; at Klip Drift, 3995 410,412,537,

Klerksdorp oceupied, 6g1.

Klip Drift, *346, 351; *353. *398. 400.

Klip River, position of. 33, *41.

Klip Kraal, hght at, 398-q.

Knox, Colongl, at Ladysmith, 38.

Knox, Major-General, at the Maodder,
367, *308: at Paardeberg, 406
wounded, 4115 at Zand River, 673;
relieves Colonel Bullock, yoo.

Knox; Sir, R. H,, *211,

Knox's Brigade, 404, 631.

Kock; General, 23: funeral of, *30,

Kock, Judge, killed, 30.

Koffyfontein, 361.

Koibg, Commandant, *638.

Komati Poort, ocoupied, 702,

Koodoesherg Drift, 543-4.

Koorn Spriit, 5§60 ; ambuscade at, s61-2
Horse Artillery aty, *563; losses at,
367-9.

Kraaipan, armoured’ train at. %46, 419 ;
368 guns caprared at, *300.

Kraal, stormed at Maodder River, 165.

Krause, Dr,, 646

Kmonstad, advance to, 635, %637, *642.

Kruger, Paul, *12, 13, *14; remonstrates
with  Free Staters, 170-1; with
SOME SUpporters, *203; *2a33% 477
message 0 524 goesto the Mod-
der, 5305 leaves Bloemfontein, 334 ;
driving ih Pretoria, *335: on his
Stoep,* sy, *648 ; flees 1o Waterval-
boven, 647 ; pays worthless cheques,
G47; as a voung man, “638: salonn
catriage, *702.  Mrs, listening to war
news, *673; drawing-room of, *673.

Krupp howitzer, ‘Boers firing, *287, =283,
311 ¢ feld pieces, 432,

Kurumzn, loss of, 443.

Luager. *7: captured, 358: French's
tronps in, *345 7 at Paardehery, 435 ;
Mafeking, 626, G

Labram, Mr,, 381 ; =382 death of; 3856,

Labuschagne’s Nek, 48

Ladybrand, 554 ; commando, *o7a

Ladysmith, fortified, 22 : geographical
position oL 33; Sunday  service
AL ®35 ;0 camp. *36: g1 Town
Hall, *13; milway station, 3% cut-

bng, *43: wam, *43; prepared for
SIEge; od ; bombarded, 754 camp,
747 welief messuges and rumours.
246-7 5 advance of reliel 1o, 2350-1 ;
Bovrs around, 445: forces ip, 443,
sighted by reliel” foree, 4354, A5
Town Hull, =376:: principil street,

With the Flag to Pretorea.

r Ladysmith—zaestinued.

#4706 ; advance guard entering, %477 ;
meeting of Generals  Boller  and
White, *478 4 relieved, 478-9 ; lousses
of rehigf eolumn, 479-51 ;
Buller's army into, *480, 482: re-

jorcings arv relief of, *483-%y ; siege |

of, 486-527 ; lorces and stores in,
*486-8 ; defences of, 488-90; Hovr
guns aly 4uo ; lack of ammunition it,
4Gt ; bombardment of, 453-8; shel-
ters at, *4q4 ; map of, *503; bomb-
shell, #5053 : Town Guard of, 512 ; and
Casars Camp, *518; sickness at,
521 scarcity of food at, 521—=2; sup-
posed attempt 1o Hood, 522 ; relieved,
523-4; losses at, 524 ; Boer fire at,
5245,

Laing's Nek, *22, 679 ; tunnel, #6835,

Lambie, Mr., 333-3.

| Lambton, Captain the Hon. H., 523,
\ Lambton, Major, 19z2.

Lancashires, Loyal North, at Enslin, 1571 ;
at  Modder River, 156, %164 ; at
Magersfonten, 1795 usiliers, at
Three Tree Hill *272 ; 2nd, embark-
g at Southampton, *28z: at Spion
Kop, 283, 285, 28g, 204, 296 ; losses
of, 304 3006 441 ; ofiicers of, al
mess, "4 4625 1st South,at Spion
Kop, 283 ; 477, 682 ; at Brakfontein,
301 ; ast North, 3683 462; 474 ;
Iast, 554.

Lancasters; at Three Tree Hill, 272,

Lancirs, charge of, after battle of Elands-
nagte, 2g; at the charge, *r48; at
Enslin, 152 ; at Magersfontein, 1754,
179 ; charge of, from Boer point of
view, ®357 ; gth and 12th, 189, 195,
3433 oth and 16th, near Kimberley,
356 ; 16th; reception of, at Capetown,
*350; 16th, at Paardeberg, 421 ; gth
and r2th, at Paardeberg, 424 sth,
at Ladysmith, s05; sth, 512 ; 12th,
at Driefontein, 537-8; at Diamond
Hall, 661,

Landdrost, carrying off; *556.

Lansdowne. Marquis of, 210, 213,

Last embrace, The, *63.

Lathes; ar Elswick, *212.

Laurier, Sir Wilfrid, 228-%g,

Lecuwherg, 542,

I..ecur\\-, River, 354-5 Kop, 580: Spruit,
D72,

Le Gallais, Colonel, at Karee, 556, 558,

Leicesters, ab Ladysmith, 520.

Le Mesurier, Lieutenant, 633,

Letters from home, *87 ; Boer, 457, s00.

Leyds, T, 112,

Lights; false Boer, 182-1, 474,

Lincolnshires, 2nd, at Nitral's Nek, 663-5.

Lindley, Tan Hamilton dt, 642
newn, 700.

Liverpools. at Ladysmith, 520,

Locomotives, road, *87; at Standerton,
*G86.

Locust, 61811,

Lodge, V.C., Gunner [saae, *567.
Lombard's Kop. position of, 335 blawing
Up guns an, 498-301; view, *518,

Long Cecil, manufacture of, 381, #5382,

Long, Colanel, at Colenso, no-93 ; *1o8.

Long Tom, *o.

Lumsden's Hlorse, * 100,

Luxuries fram heme, =321,

action

entry 0

Lyddite shell, *go ; at Magersfontein, 180,
(88 : at Spion KOp. 200, *205 ; at
Brakfontein, 3113 3334 it Pagrde-
bergs 418-0; 452 ; at Radway Hill,
4505 475

Lydenburg, commando, 683,

Lytrelton, Major<General, the Hon, N. (.,

| B Moy at Potgleters Drlt, 2660

| a3 at Spion Kop, 2775 291, 3103
*307 5 4gz; g8 at Inniskilling Hill,
4700 632 elears the Doornberg, 679,

Lyttelton's Brigade, addition to, 282 ; at
Vaal Krantz 315 ; 451 ; mecting with
Barton’s Drighde, *456 ;. 7ol

L

Maecdonald; Colonel, 300,

Muacdonald, Major-General Hector, *197 ;

at Majuba, *225; mecting Colonel
Machean, *226 ; arnval at the Modder,
343 ; at Paardebery, 407 wounded,
411 412 ; appeal of, to Lord Roberts,
426 ; at Poplir Grove, *534.

Machadodorp, 701,

Mackimnon, Colonel W, W., *663.

Madocks, Captain, 330, 332, *333.

Mafeking, defences of, 47 ; Victoria Hos-
pital, 40 ; fort at, *40; native village,
*19; besieged, 49-52; sorties from,
50; plan of, *so; graveyard redan,
“51; officers of relict column, *58¢ ;
rapid advance of columa, 5go-1 5 halt
at Vryburg, 91 route of columm,
#5092 ; besiegers, fig4; Boer fort
outside, #3595 ; artillery, #3590 fight
outside, 596 ;  procession  through
market square, *507; rehieved. sg7,
626 ; siege of. 500628 ; Christmas at,
6oy ; fuad supply, 611, 615,619; brick-
ficlds, O11-*13; capture of, 614; Elofl’s
attack on, G204 ; street traverse,
*622; convent, *627; rteview of
column, 627 ; losses at, 627.

Mafeking Day, Piccadilly Circus, *616-7.

Mafeteng, 577,

Magaliesberg, 651 ; map of district, *6g2.

Magorsfontein, position of, 175 ; barbed
wireat, ¥177 ; reconnaissance at, 179;
disposition of troops, 17G; kopjes,
180 battle of, 18308 plan of
battle, *182 ; trenches, *192 ; losses
aty 1gg-z2o0; Cronje’s account of,
200-1 ; aceount of 4 traitor, 2o1-2;
Lord Methuen’s despatch from, 202 ;
demonstration against; 343; 357 :
Cronje’s retreat from, 362 ; trenches

entered, 363 : 370; Doer position,
#3096 ; loot from, *404,

Magicienne, cruiser, 337,

Maguire, Mr. and Mrs. Rachefort, *386.

Mahon, Colonel, commands Mafeking
reliel eolumn, 5895 “s01 ; rapid ad-
vanee of, 580-92 ;1 joins Plumer, 595 ;
relieves Mafeking, 397-8; General,
Gor 5 near Delagoa Bay Railway, 6o,

Maider's Farm, seizure of, 323,

Mails, making up, %558 destroyed, *672.

Majubi Hill, =4, 10; anniversary of, 423,
424, 472, O *681; Fieure-lead
rock, “4 ; Buller reaches, G40.

Malays, population, 6,

Manchester Port, ss,, 63,

Manchesters, at Elandslaagte, 27, 26 477;
at Ladysmith, j04 ¢ shell dodging,
*508 | attacked, #3512, 514 ; 520,

Manger's Drift, 310 ; bndge at, 312,

Manns, Captain, *214.

I Marandellas, 63z.




Marchy mpht, 119 ; *410.

Marines, at Durban, *67 & at Simenstown,
*150; at Ensling 151 vlosses, 1531 *160.

Marlboroogh, Duke of, 232, *234, 652.

Marsh, Captain, *6o2.

Marshall’s Heorse at Thaba N'chu, 384,

Martial law, Kimberley, 375 ; pass; “381.

Martin, Colonel, *214.

Martini-Henry, 176,

Martini rifles, heap of, *432; 600.

Martyr, Colonel, 560, 560,

Mason, Sergeant, at Spion Kop, 305-6.

Matthins, Licutenant, 500,

Mausers; *74, 176 ¢ loading, *181 ; 201 ;
failure of, 286; heap of, *43z ; am-
munition in Boer camps, 456 ; substi-
tutes for, g,

Maximofi, Colonel, *635.

Maxims, 196 ; Scottish Rifles, *261 ; 273 ;
with galloping carmiage, *323; at
Otto's Kopje, *392: at Paardeberg,
419 424 ; captured rom Boers, *500
with Malion, 589 ; Vickers, 663,

Maxwell, Major, 575.

MeCormac, Sir W., at Caolenso, 105-6.

Melnnes, Lieutenant, *378.

MeKay, Corporal, piping at Magersfon-
tein, *196 ;. V.C, *605.

McWhinnie, Captain, 571-3.

M*Donnell, Hon. Schomberg K., 232, %234,

Melinite, 383.

Mentz, Field Caornet de, of Heilbron, 268,

Meycenaries, 473g; [European Legion,
5867 ; with Eloff, 62s.

Metealfe, Colonel, 515,

Methuen, Lord, advances towards Kim-
berley, 66, *i235:
Western campaign, 130; reinforced,
1334 ; marches to Fincham's Farm,
1335 ; addresses troops, Ty4, 154 ; ad-
vances to Modder River, 133 ; at
baltle of Modder River, 165 ; blamed,
16g ; reinforced, 173 : plans of, 178 ;
watching bombardment of Magers-
fontein, *180 ; enticised, 202-3 ; ad-
dresses Highlanders, 203 ; at Boshof,
5867 ; at Kimberley, 630, 632; at
Kroonstad, 638 ; at Lindley, 668 ; 672

Meyer, General Lukas, 235 ®374, 476.

Middeiburg, 665 ; advance to, 608 ; 701,

Middlesex, 2nd, at Spion Kop, 291;
officer’s account of battle, 205-6;
survivors of, #306; on the Drakens-
berg, 681 at Alleman’s Nek; 684.

Middlesex Voluntegr Artillery, 3rd, 230,

Milbanke, Sir J. P., winning V.C., *551.

Militia, 214, 340; disembarking, 528 ; at
Rhenoster, G771,

Milk carriers, *235 ; [or invalids, *488.

Miller-Wallnutt, Mijor, *510-11,

Milner, Sir Alfred, High Commissioner,
Y13, *r5 ; and staff) *¥365,

Milton, Major, 104.

Mines, as refuges, 388 ; crushing battery,
*H40).

Modder River, station seized, 32: bndge
destroyed, 525 155, *156-7 ; battle, 158,
“150-00; plan ol battle, *160; cross-
ing by the dam, *165; losses at, 168 ;
cnemy’s positions at, *168 ; new bridge
built at, 172 ; manning fort at, *202;
forces moved to, 335 ; Boers shelled
at, 342 : dnfts won, 352 ; halt at, 354 ;
cast of Klip IDift, 3973 qot-25 pol-
luted, 41g : in fload, 4235

in command of |

Index.

Modder Spruit, 490; comissariat and
postoffice, "4y 1: Britush prisoners, *son,

Model Schoals, Pretoria, ®528, *652, 653,

Molteno, detminnient at, 116 ; retiim o,
*127 i Bowrs attnck, 548,

Mont Blane, Belmont, 136 ; strmed, 130,

Monte Cristo, 86, 443 plan of atlack
on, 44 : map of district, *450; bom-
barded, 451 capre of, *j54-5;
West Yorkshires  attacking, #4355 ;
Boers in retreat from, 450 Hoer
crmps at, 436-7; route north from,
abandoned, 459; entrenchments re-
oecupied by Boers, 460.

Montmaorency, Ligut. de, 548 ; scouts, *5350.

Moot River, camp, 8o, 2,

Morris, rooper, 228, *229,

Morse code, 173,

Mother's farewell, *135.

Mounted Infantey, composile regiment of,
446 trying men for, *sso;  3rd,
covering retreat of, 568 4th, 580,

Maunted Infanuy 11 510,

Mozar's Hoek, 572—*3-4.

Mud, near Estcourt, 248,

Mules, transport, *j2; pack, *155 ; bolt-
ing of, g2z

Muller, Lieutenant, *421.

Munster Fusiliers, 342

Murray, Captain, at Spion Kop. 103,

Murray's Mounted Volunteers, 7o, *254,

256,

Naauwpoort, strategic importance of, 4% ;
slores al, *ri12; evacuated, 112 ar-
tillery at, *128; horses at, *128 ; re-
occupied, 129 320

Nachtmaal, *6.

Napoleon, grave of, *440.

Natal, 5; annexation of, §; eritical po-
sition of, 21, 34 ; toops, 61 ; threat-
ened, 70 ; remioreed, 75; forces in
early December, 53 : map of Buller's
campaign, 684,

Natal Artillery at Elandslaagte, 27 ; *45.

Natal Carbmeers, *23, ®35, 2206, 267, 268,
478, *446, 498, 505.

Natal Field Foree, at Farquhar's Famn,
4t ; batteries, 528,

Natal naval volunteers, *4g8.

National Defence, committee of, *5g, 213,

Natives, av Kimberley, 38o-1: Divine
service of, *382; waiting for soup,
=615 ; on trial, *623; woman escap-
ing, *628 ; dancing at Springs, *0g2.

Naval Brigade, at Simonstown, 40, *131 |
140 ; *s506; of H.M.S. FPowersiul al
Fargihar's, Farm, 140; at Enslin,
150-1 ; in uniform, *306; marches
through Durban, *526: banquet to
*5a7 ;. on the Drakensberg, 681.

Nelspruit, 7o1.

Newcastle, *54 ; Buller reaches, 640,

New South Wales Lancers; at Capetown,
*G4, *66 ; at Stellenbosch, *117; near
Rensburg, 129 ; at Belmont, *142;
volunteers, 227 ; with French, *320,
330,

New South Wales Mounted Rifles, *251.

New Zealanders, *12¢; volunteers, 22
with French, 520, 322-3 : st Slingers-
fontein; 328 ; 330; on New Zealand
Hill; ®*330, *331 ; officers, *333,
burying dead comrades, *339 ; cover-
ing retreat, so8,

B
570

Nirholson's Nek, 4 Hoz

Nil, Genernl, FJ}?.B?3 b

Nitral's Nek, attack on, 6i93-6,

Nix, Lieutenant, 570, *371

Nooitgedacht. yeomen at, %668,

Norcott, Colonel, j42: near Chieveley, 448:
43011 4534 ; capturing Gréen Hill,
4567 at Railway Hill, 473,

Nordenfeldy, 5o, 6o, *628.

Norman, Miss, *14.

!\'onh;unptrms_.. at Belmont, 1
gerstontern, 174, 179,

Northeott, Colonel, 165 *166.

Northumberland Fusiliers, embarkation of,
“58 ; clharge at Stonnberg, at
Belmont, 136 at Enslin, 1515 at
Modder River, 156; 2nd, south of
Bloemfontein, 630-1.

Northumberlands, at Magersfontein, 179,

Norval's Font, 54, 320, 322; 329, #3552

Nottinglam Road, Lancers at, *8o.

Nurse, V.C., Corporal, *gg.

3_6: at Ma-

a7 .

Observation Hill, attack on, 520 ; watching
for Buller from, *5z1.

Officers, uniforms of, 133 | mess of, *510.

Ogilvy, Licutenant, ag.

Oliver, Mro H. A =391, Miss A, 381.

Olivier; General, 354 1 637,

('Meara, Captain, *378.

Onderbrook Spruit, 460 ; station, 461,

O'™Neill's House, =5, *0681.

One Tree Hill, 263, 266, 267, 310

Qorlog’s Spruit Bridge, *51.

Orange Free State, 4-5 ; annexation, 8 ;
abandonment, 8; attitude of, 9, 20;
annexation, #6635 ; peographical ob-
stacles, 690§ suceessive capitals, 700,

Ogange River, ®s51 Bridge, 47, ®130; *51;
crossed by Boers, 5d4; force at, 131 ;
camp, *132 ; crossed by Brubint, 548,

Orr, Captain, *330.

Osfontein, 408 ; farm at, *124.

Ostriches, farm of, 111 § in camp, *570.

Oudemolen Camp, *6b.

Qutlanders, 10-11.

Cutlook, The, *267.

Qutpost, Madder River, ®342.

Oven, extemporised, *502.

Oix, trek, as food, 577:

Oxfordshires, 398 ; at Paardeberg, 408, 411,

Oxfordshire Yeomanry, camp of. *375.

Ox-waggons, breaking camp, *z60,

Paardeberg, 337, 352 3909 Dnft, o1 ;
battle of, 4o5-13; %you, lussus,
413-4 ; laager at, *415; bombard-
ment, 416,418 ; mapof Boer position,
*420: armwal of Doer rehef force,
421; routed, g2z repulsed, 429
map, *423; condition of camps, 425,
closer bombardment, 425 ; final -
tack, 427-"8: prisoners, %432 Hours
kailled, 434 ; langer; 235 : losses ound,
438 moral effect of, y38-40.

Paardekmal commemoration, 7.

Paget, Major-General A, ., 700,

Pall Mall, Ladysmith Day, =484

Panzera, Major, *500, 606, Gro, 614,

Parker, VoC.. Sergeant, *367.

Patrol, ambushed, 330: cut
surprised in a donga, *067.

I Peakman, Colonel, 380.

up;, 335
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Pechell; Captain, 25, 30.

Penelope, H.M.S,, Boer prisonérs on, *30.

Pepworth - Hill, 35, 37: *492, 501. .

Petre, Captain the Hon, J. Hi, at Spion
Kop, 305. _

Phipps-Hornby, V.C., Major, *567.

Photographs, Boer, 304,

Picket, surprised by Boers, 236, =238
Hoer, 423,

Pietermaritzburg, *240; celebrating relief
of Ladysmith, *483.

Pieters; Doers near, 33; attack at, 46;
reliel column near, 442 ; 460,

Picters  Hill, Royal Lancesters carrying,
*471 : West Yorkshiresat, *472; at-
tackon, 474 ; Maxim on, *579.

Pigeon, carrier, *501,

Pilcher, Licut-Colonel,
brand, 554.

Pilcher's colonials, *344.

Pipers, at Magersiontein, 194 ; *196.

Play, *136.

Plumbe, Major, 150, *151.

Plumer, Lieut.-Colonel, relief force of, *47 ;
*48 ; communicates with Mahon, 592 ;
in action near Mafeking, *s93 ¢ joins
Mahon, route of, 555 ; at Gaberones,
610 ; volunteers of, *618; repulsed.
618-%q; 632

Pogwana, Mount, 679.

Pele-Carew, General, *134 ; at Modder
River, 165 ; at Magersfontem, 193 :
appointed to Guards’ Brigade, 344 ;
near Osfontein, 531 ; *533; nea
Norval’s Pont, 5515 it Lecuwkop, 582;
631 ¢ recalled to Bloemfontein, 3583

Bloemibntein, 6335 at

*345; at Lady-

Pre-
B350 664 : at Ihamond Hill,
advances 1o Middelburg, 6a8 ;
in Fustern Transvaal, ror.

toria,
(53

Pulice, Natal, #735, 80; Cape, non-arrival at
Molteno, 120 ; Bocr, *

1y

Pom-Poms, ®q, (46, t47, 170, 176, 273,
3 333, 336, 41z, 13,

ritish, *426; cap-
% 15 4% 430, 435-6; at
Wepener, 575, 578 579; 580, o4
near Pretoria, 640 ; at Diamond Hill,
000 668, 671, bdz, 684, 695.

Pont, South African Light Horse scizes,
238 ; launching, %468,

Pontoons, making, *t71, 172: arlillery
crossing, *174; ammunition columi
Crossing, *264 ; 310, 316, g71—2.

Popham, Lieutenant, 351.

Poplar Grove, Boer position at, 531; plan
of uttack on,i531,

Port Elfzibeth, landing mules at, *131,

Horter, Colonel, near Arundel, 121 tuking
COTES, *¥321, 3235 occupies Slingers-
fontein, 328 45, :

Porter's Hill seized, 323,

Postristress of Lady Grey, #3530,

Potchelstroom, men of, 430; -hoistiug flag
aty, *0go-1,

Potgieter's. Drift, Dundonald’s sefzure of,
256.; on the way Lo, 257 1 caplure of
pontat *259 5 crossing of, 261, 263 ;
directing advance from balloon, *262 C
wounded sty *270,

Pott, Mr., 7oo.

Poverful, HAMLS,, #3g,

Priyer, {n langer, 68g,

Premier mine, 3j0, 374

355 338

|
[

|
|

Pretoria, #5 ¢ artillery at, *1o1 *79 ; Dop-
per church, *rz2; President's House,
*13:2 Raadeanl, ®13, *638; wounded
Boers at, 145 ; commando, 539; 1n
pinic, 647 ; Waterval prisoners, 647,
26525 *054—"5-4G; capture of forts, 6.49;
harsting  British flag at, *0s0-%1-2;
map of route to, *050; sumender of,
650 ; entry mto, 652 : looting stores
at, *Gg7; British Residency, *660 ;
action near, 7.

Pretorius, Commandant, *28 ; %473,

I'tetorius’ Farm, 254,

Pretyman, General, escorting Cronje,
429-30.; reading proclamation, *663,

Price, Mr. T, R, *547.

Prieska, s87-8.

Pringle, rescuing ammunition waggons, o8,

Prinsloo, General, at Magersfontein, 175
37-

Prsoners, British, *42; of Cronje’s army,
433-"4-"5, *430; at Pretoria, 6523 ;
maltreatment of British, 653-6; es-
cape of, 653 ; at Naoitgedacht, *668 ;
from Waterval, 698,

Proclamation, Kimberley,
Roberts', 529,

Protectorate Regiment, *600, 6oy, 6o, G1o,
622, 626,

Prothero, Flag-Captain, 134 *130. 151.

Puddings, Christmas, at Chieveley, *240 ;
preparing, *387.

Puppy. Tommy with, *28;,

Puttess Kraal, 115, 11q.

*1g1 ; Lord

Cuagga's Nek, 679-80, 683,

Cueen, the, speaks to relatives of House-
hold Cavalry, #36; reviews House-
hold Cavalry, *57:  pongritulates
LOops, 153 receives news, *206;
sends chocolate boxes, *240.

Queensland Volunteers, 227 ; departure of
second cantingent, *342; Mounted In-
fautry, 554 ¢ with Plumer, 505.

Queenstown, Town Hall, *r12; British
retirement Lo, 112,

Quilter, Licutenant, at Biddulphberg, 6706.

Races, pf South Africa, 6 ; a, for life, *335 |
sack; #3520

Railway employés at Mafeking, 6oo,

Railway Hill, 460; map of attack on,
63— 467: 474 ; starming ol
4756,

Ratlways, of Cape Colony, 63 : scene on,
“Lig; cut by Boers, 174 repaired,
175 ¢ destroved, 672 Delagon Bay,
7ol=2;

Ramdam, 347 ; advance to, 348,

Ragidan, 5.5, 63,

Rations, of meat, *367, 370, 380, *388, 3097
*488. 505, 577 L1, G135, 61g,

Rawdin, Sergeant, fioy.

Reconnaissance, %63 *540.

Reddersburg, 571-3, 574.

Bed Hill, 86, 93, 510: near Colesberg, 327.

Redoubt, Kimberley, *376, 378 #th and
Sth, =384,

Reed, V.C., Captain, *gg.

Refugees, *16, 73, 370,

Rensburg, guns leaving, *320; engage-
MENL nedr, 321 camp moved o, 323,
336,

Reservists, *17, *38; at Kilkenny, hy
valled out, 214,

With the Flag to Pretoria.

Rhenoster, disaster on, 670-1.

Rhodes, Colonel, heliographing,
4u7 i 310 message of, 52

Rhodes, Rt. Hon. C, [, *51 ; 308, #3609 ; at
Fort Rhodes, #3572 ; 379 381 ; 382-3,
385-*G ; appeal of, 387 ; placard of,

- H\.- .

Rhodesian Horse, %485, 505, G27.

Ridley’s Brigade, 584-3.

Riet, River, 156, 157, 164, 348, *340, 3601,

13

l{:clf.f)n%ciu, action at, 31 plan, *52

Rifle, Mauser, =74 ; Boer, 142; [ree-nfield,
“143 ;3 British and Hoer, 2g0,

Rifle Brigade, at Ladysmith, 34; tst, at
Spion Kop, 2665 2nd, at Farquhar's
Farm, 4o; at Surpnise Hill, s02-4;
return of, *gos.

Rimington's Scouts, 134, 146, 152, 177,
342 349, 399 554, 508, *570.

Riverton, 370-1.

3585

Riverton Station, wrecked, 52,

Roberts, Colonel, at Nitral's Nek, 695.
Roberts, TField-Marshal Lord, of Kanda-
har, *2; in supreme command, 213 ;
military career, 215-6; winning V.C,,
*216, *2r7; character, *a18'; at
Simon’s Bay, *219 ; generalship, 21g ;
as military reformer, 21g-20; arrival
at Capetown, *224, 337: embarks for
South Africa, 225; with Lard Kit-
chener, *220; on the way to Modder
River, 319. 341 ; conciliates colonials,
338 ; prepares for the campaign, #340;
arrives at Modder River, 344 ad-
dresses officers, 346 ; enters [acobsdal,
359 messages to Kimberley, 38z,
387 : at lunch, *4or: at Paardeberg,

410 and family, *417; report of
Canadians’ attack, 428, requests

Cronje’s personal surrender, 420 re-
ceives Cronje, 429-32; near Paarde-
berg, *430; reinforced, 528; visils
Kumberley, s2g9; at Poplar Grove,
534; at Diicfontein, §35-41; al
Bleemlontein, s44-7; clemency of,
5534 ; message of, H30; Te-organises
the army, 630-2 ; and daughters, 634 ;
enters. Kroonstad, *637; and staff,
"4 15 leaves Kroonstad, 643 ; reaches
Klip River, 6.y ; and staff crossing
Vaal, *644 : reviewing troops at Jo-
hannesburg, #0646 with innkecper's
child, *647 rapid advance of, 64830 ;
near lrene, 6495 march of, 657-8;
receiving despatches, *660 ; at Dritish
Residency, Pretoria, *688 ; proclama-
tion, 6u1 ; house in Pretoria, *0ub
advances to Middelburg, 695,

Roberts, V.C., Lieut,, death of, *go:; 09 ;
grave, #2306 ; gun saved by, *237.

Roberts® Hill, 403 ; prisaner at, 413.

Roberts’ Horse, 338 ; advance to Sunny-
side, 3435 part of Irish squadron,
"354, 355 ; 421 ; Poplar Grove, *536;
at Thaba N'chiu, 5545 at Koorn Spruit,
505-0; covering retreat of guns, 508,

Roberson, Rev, J., at Magersfontein, Sty

Roll of Honour, Vol 11., p. iv.

Rondeval Drift, 351,

Rosslyn, Earl of, #657.

Royal Dublin [Fusiliers, *23, #33, 46 ;
(Hart's), *a78.

Royal Enginecers, 283, 312, 368, 57..

Royal 1rish, 15, 330, 330.

Royal Irish Fusiliers, at Dundee, 24,
4, 43, 630, buT.

Royal Irish Rifles, "110, 570-3.
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Royal Lancaster Regt., ®276; 283 ; 682, ‘ Sleiet Drift, 200, 263,

Royal Scots, Mounted Infantry, at We-
pener, 574 ; 15t 631,

Rundle, Lieut.-General Sir L., jons Lord
Roberts, 52¢; in Orange Free Siate,
574 nedar Dewetsdorp, 579: 7581
Jomns French, s82; potects British
right, 583, 631 ¢ at Trommel, 638 ; at
Seneckal, 673 ; at Buddulphberg, 674
6y 700.

Russian doctors, with British shells, #277.

ot John, Private, 138, *130.

Salisbury, Lord, *200, 213, 529,

Sandford, Captain, 6o6-=7.

Sand River Convention, 8.

Sanna's Post, 560,

Saumarez, Hon. G., *214.

Scandinavians, 194, 201, 204 ; officers, *433.

Schanzes, 256, 456.

Scharnhorst, on war, 270.

Schiel, Colonel, 31, ®g21, 438.

Scheeman, General, repulsed, 325-6.

Schofield, Captain, g9 ; gun saved by, #237.

Schreiner, the Hon. W. I, 189 367, *368.

Scobell, Major, 605.

Scotch, with Boers, 204 ; Yeomanry, 6906,

Scots Fusiliers, 68, *153, 474, 470

Scots Guards, at Belmont, 136, 156, 189,
194 ; crossing spruit, *hg7; 2nd, 674-6.

Scott, Captain P, 4o, 70, "7z,

Scott-Chishelm, Colonel, shot, 29.

Scollish Borderers, 424 ; 5358

Seottish Rifles, 259, 261, 266, 291, 2g6;;
officer at ®The Outlook,” *367;
losses, 304 ; 306.

Scott-Turner, Major, 368 ; sortie, 376-%4;
death, 378-9 ; funeral, *380.

Seouts, 1106, *135: Murray's Mounted,
*254 1 and guides; *487.

Searchlight! 173 ; naval, *358; at Kim-
berley, 378 ; at Wessellon, *379; at
Ladysniith, 502, 508,

Seddon, Mr., loyal speech of, 22g; *230.

Senekal, 673-%4.

Sentry, #137; bayoneting Boer, %285,

Service, Diving; m camp, #1768,

Seymour, Major Louis, #372; death, 673.

Shells, *go: teaching use of, *118: al
Modder River, 162, 170; at Spion
Kop, 290-1 ; at Kimberley, 374-%5-%6,
381-6; casting, #3513, *610; elfects of,
*3841 45574175 ; at Ladysmith; *406-7;
at Mafeking, 6oz, 612, 614,

Shelters, at Kimberley, 381-%5; at Paar-
deberg, ¥j16-17, %422 ; at Ladysmith,
402, *194 ; Boer, 5670,

Sherwood Foresters; tst, at Bethulie, 550-1.

Shoemakers, *330.

Shrapnel, 162, *171. 100, 1093, 418~10, 424,
427, 430, 452, Bo.

Shropshires, at Paardeberg, 408, 411, 422,
427 ;at Thaba Nchu, 5844 at Thoba
Mountain, 0633 ; at Honing Spruit,
415,

Signalling, at Coles [Kop, *327 1 for shelter,
= 8y !

Simur?slf:wn‘ wotinded zoing to, %132
naval hospital at, *152 ; camp of Boer
prisoners at, *438.

Sims, Gunmner, 508-*1o.

Sitwell, Lieut-Colonel, *466-7 ; atiempts
to aidd McWhinnie, 573

Sjambok, of Cronje; 4a0.

Sleep, on veldt, 144 ¢ on battlefield, 162,
106,

Slingersfontein, j28-30; 3306,

Smaldec], halt at, 634,

Smartt, Dr,, ®¥370, *386,

Smith-Dorrien, General, at Paardeberg,
4o7-8; 4ir, *413: reinforces lan
Hamilton, 38} seizes Kitchener’s
Horse Hill, 585 at Pretoria, 630 ;
650 ; *65-0,

Smitheman, Lieut,, 504, 19,

Sniping, Boer, 421, 427, 458, 612-13.
Snyman, Commandant, 51: besieges
Mafeking, 505, 602-3; 622 ; 623,

Somersets, 2nd, with Lord Robers, 528,

Soup, siege, =381 ; kitchen, =386,

South African Light Horse, 96, 256, 264,
274, 276,278, picket ambushed, 282 ;
357+ alarny of, *447; 680, 682, 683.

South Wales Horderers, 3rd, at Boshof,
530,

Spearman’s Camp, 259; 261 ; 308,

Spearman’s Hill, 256-7, 250 ; 261.

Spies, at Kimberley, 371 ; 393,

Spion Kop, position of, 258 ; Boer defences
on, 259; bombarded, 266; move-

ments before, 268, 271-80; map of

movements, *272; view, *279; pre-
parations for attacking, 282 ; battle
of, a82—307 ; map, *295; *301, *303,
*305 ; losses, 303-5; causes of defedt,
307.

Spitz Kop; 682.

Spragge, Colonel, at Lindley, *666.

Springfield, Brdge, *254-6; 441-2.

Springfontein, 52, 175, 368, 371, §51; 5

Springs, *6g1-2

Spruit, near Pieter's FIIL #1460,

Spytfontein, 52, 175, 368, 371.

Staff, dehicient. 6go-1,

Stamp, Maleking, ®621.

Stark; Dry, gom

Steak, grilled & la Bocr, *230,

Steevens, Mr, 6. WL, grave of, *s20-1.

Stephenson, BrgeGeneral, *300, 4063
near I'retoria, 646 ; Brgade, god.

Sterkstroom, 112, 115,

Stevens, Lient., carried by privates, *120.

Steyn, President, *s5, *114: exhorts bur-
ghers, 171; wvisits Natal, *287; at
Spion Kop, 288 ; message of, 520;
goes to the Modder, 530, 5341 342;
implores men to fight, 636, *038;
birother of, #3542.

sStinkfontein, 408,

Stormberg, 48, 54 ; Hoers at, 55 ; evacu-
ated by British, 112 ; railway cutting,
*114; seized by Boers; 115; rein-
forced, 116 ; movement on, 115 ; map,

charee of Northumberland
Fusiliers, ®*122; 127; mleal, *123,
#1241 losses at; 127, 128 critigjsi,
128 ; abandoned by Hoers, s5o

Storm, near Colenso, 247 nedr Spring-
field, 235 : effect of, *338 ; at Paarde-
berg, 410-11, 423 »at Ladysmich, 517

Stratts Settlements, valunteers from, 230,

Strathcona’s Horse, 2258-¢ ; "230, H86.

Stretcher-bearers, 192, 198 ; blindfolded,
“lgg s 204, 248 276); at Paardebery,
*436.

Stretcher-carriage, *248.

Suffolk or Grassy Hhll, 320 ; shelled, 332,

o ] -

Sufiplks, 1st, 322, 324 ; disaster to, 326-8.
Sunnyside, lnager captured, 342-3.
Sunset on the veldt, 330,
Supplies, for transports, 63: at Durban,
t241; Boer, ¥alo : q17.
Surprise Hill, blowing up guns on, 302-%4.
Surreys, West, at Colenso, g7, 94 ; militia,
230 ; at Uingolo, 4373 ; shelled, 4355 ;
| East, nt Botha's Pass, 682 ; East and
West, 684.
Sussex Regiment, at Zand River, *635 ;
at Diamond Hill, 662.
| Swaord, Lord Roberts’, 430.
Symons, Lady, *21; General Sir W. P,
*21; at Dundee, 23 wounded, 24;
death of, 26 ; grave of, *680.

Taba Myama, 258, 264.

Tactics, successful, r16-17.

Tait, Licutenant, #3453,

Talana Hill, 23 *25.

Tant' Sannie, *14.

T'aylor, Major, 563,

Telegram, * Killed in Action,” *106,
Telegraph, tapping wire, *116; cut, 331-
3543 416 field, 532; office, *583.

Thaba N'chy, 554-5: 584

| Thackeray, Licut.-Colonel, *463, 463.

Thirst, at Modder River 161 ; at [hieput,
398 ; at Paardebers, yio-11,

Thoba Mountain, seizure of, (33

Thormeycroft, Lisut-Uslonel, *284; at
Spion Kop, 285, 28g; in battle; 240,
253 1301, 302; blamed, 307 ; 446 at
Colenso, 45a.

Thorneyeroft's Mounted Infantry, jo, *57,
gb, 240, 244, 30633 in camp at Pieter-
mantzburg, *254 1 officers; *304. 346/;
at Colensa, 439 ; at Botha's Pass, 682 ;
685-0.

Three Tree Hill, *272-3 ;' 28a; 201, 2g7.

Thwaites, Captain, at Farqubar's Farm, 39

Tobin, Private, *273-i.

Towse, Captain, 193, *033.

I'raction engines, 255-"0.

Train, armoured, *prefice, *17, *46, 72

*73, ¥75-"0, 112, Frid, 00y ‘escape
to. Dundee, 27; field hospital, *10z,

*1o5; near Stormberg, 126 load of
Boers, *145 ; ammunition, *168; pro-
tected, *241; loss of commissanat,
324 ambulance, *541 ; siege, *554:
first into Mafeking, *s597; captured
lacomatives, *686 ; of © Undesirahbles,”
G *Go0.

Transport, 57, f}_l. 6z, 03, 64, 753 re-ot-
ganisation of. 339, 3u7; “4b2.

Transvaal, situation of, 4-3 ; Independent,
8 ; annexation, §; hostility, 16113
war declared, 16 invasion of, 043 |
government of, 638; geographical
obstacles in, 6go; annexation, 702,

Tremayne, Captain, *265.

Trenches, at Magersfontein, 176, r8o, *182,
*zo4 : Boeérs constructing, 240 ; Roer,
at Spion Kop, 280 at Paardeberg,
403, *416-17,425. 4345 on Green
Hill, 4356-7; haole shot n, *465;
shelter, of Gordons, *s04: loer, ‘at
Mafeking, *oo4, *613; at Ficksburg,
*h40; Boer, at Laing's Nek, *6H8s:

| Treves, Mz, on Spion Kop wounided, 304-35.

Trial, of native, *623.
Trichard’s Drift, 260, 263, 2064, 271.
Trichardt, Lieut-Colonel 5. . E.. *475.
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Troops, engaged in the war, Vol I
pp. v, and vi.
Trumpeter, “230; going rounds, *261.
Tucker, Lieut-General, at the Modder,
$30, "s37 1 av Glen, 550 at Karee,
358, 631-2; near Kroonstad, 635.
Tugela, raillway bridge, 46 advance to,
gR?; m:tp,yﬂﬁ; %’alls, *97; bndged
by Beers, 240: Upper Tugela, 251
at Spearman’s Hill, 257; near Spion

Kop. 258: crossing, 261-6; hivouac
on, *309; sunday alternoon in camp, |
*310; Upper, 442: at Colenso, 443
bridging at Colenso, *438; finally J
crossed, 4354-461: fighting along, |
462 ; plan of positions, *474.

Turner, Lieutenant, 500,

Tweedale, seized by French; 1295 320

Tweefontein; 587 ; French at, 664,

Typhod, 654-35. 657,

Tyson, Captain, *386.

Ultimatum, Boer, 16,

Umvoti Mounted Volunteers, 7o.
Y Undesirables,” *6g4, *699.
Unger, Mr., *3554.

Utrecht, surrender of, 674

Vaal Krantz, battle of, 308-10: plan of
attack on, 3o9-10; view, *312 ; bom-
barded, *314; map, *3107 West
Yorkshires holding, *319; Kop, 321,
322 ; River, at Barkly, 500 Lord
Roberts crossing, *044.

Vandermerwe, Commandant, 132.

Van Dewitz, Baron, *421.

Van Heister, Lieutenant, *421.

Van Wyk's Hill, 680-=.

Vaughan, Captain, 309.

Veale, IDr, 655:

Vedette, Boer, *121,

Veldt, ¢ fire, *331.

Ventersburg, uccupied, 615, *636,

Venter's Spruit, cavalry at, *636.

Venter's Langer, 270-1,

Venter’s Ve, 542,

Vereeniging; 644 ; bridge, *65g.

Viernon, Ciaptain, 6og, Go7, *608.

Vet River Bridge, destruction of, *634.

Victoria Crosses, incidents, *gr, #5351, *333;
N-‘":':picnt:',! 05, '3(’?1 '(K'S: “333! ‘(\(.1'5'
“668, Vol L1 p. iv.; Buller presenting,
*02q; list of, Viol. 1. p. iv,

Victorian contingent, *61, 227.

Victory, saloting Powerful, *527,

Vilioen's Drift, *640 ; *641 ; 644,

Villebois-Mareul, General de, *109, 350 ;
plan to storm Kimberley, 392-14 ; ‘tries

.o capture Boshof, 586 ; killed, 387,

Viakfontein, Gyz,

Vocabulary, 706.

Volksraad, #5535, *A38.

Volunteers, 214 1 landing of, 528; Duke
of Edinburgh’s, 678. City Imperial,
215, 230-1, "233, 340: Dbaptism of
fire of, 359 Mounted Infantry, *350;

CSCoiUng prisoners, 433 : near Brits-

towt, *5320 0 MW, Cape Colony,

587 : Cyclists, *388; at Zind River,

G55 assault Klipriversberg, (43 5 at

Diamond Hill, 6023,

Viedefort Road, 669-7o
Vryburg, 52 371 captors of, *53.
Vultures, 147, “do2

Waggons, capsized, 128 ; tansport, "33 |
re-distribution  of. 339 abandoned,
261, 3ugs Mounted Infantry attack-
ing, *304: capwured, 308, 401, 421;
Boers', 4035 remains of, ®416 ;%4224
burned, 419; Botha's, g22 ; ammuni-
tion, 424 , at *aardeberg, 432.

Wagon Drift, 260, 203,

Wagen Hill, assault on, 507-11.

Wakkerstroom., G85-6.

Wales, Princess of, *1¢ ; hospital ship, *19,

Walrond, Usmond, *366.

Wapenschouwing at Barkly [Zast, #1135,

War, general causes, 3-14 immediate
cause, 14, 15 ; preparing for, 17-18;
funds, 19 ; outbreak of, 21-2; stages
of, 6o7 , lessons of, 703,

Ward, V.C., Private C,, *6g8.

Warren,  Lieut.-Generml Sir €, "215;
commands sth Division, 249; fords
Blaauwkrantz, 254 ; at Springheld,
260; at Trichards Drift, 261, 260;
message to Duller, 271 5 advances on

Spion Kop, 272 : giving instructions,
*2g1, 208; blamed, 307; at Flussar Hill,
449; subjugates Gngualand West,
679

Waiships, British, *32.

Warwickshire, Royal, 230,

Water, barrel, *167: wheel, %154, *186 ;
attempt to fetch, *161 ; lack of, 1q1,
323, 408, 450, 5125 muddy, 398, 100,
Gl

Watermeyer, Licut., g12; Capt., *420.

Waterval Drift, 348 ; convoy at, *360.

Watson, Lieut-Colonel, 326-8.

Wauchope, General, funeral of, *172 : on
horseback, 178 ; at Magersfontein,
180, 182 ; death of, 184, 1856, =187,
*183 ; burial of,204.

Wavell, Brig-General, 350, *558.

Wedding, Kaffir, *Go1.

Weenen, Boers at, 70, 250.

Weil, Mr. B, *G11.,

Welsh, 1st, at Coles Kop, 329 ; at Paarde-
berg, 4o8, 410, 411 ; at Drefontein,
53840 ; Fusiliers at Port Elizabeth,
*64 ; 446 at Pleter's Hill, 474

Wepencr. oceupation of, 574 ; a nde for
life ut, *575 3 singe, 57350 ; plan, *578,

Wessels, Commandant, 373.

Wesselton, 370,

Westminster, Duke of, *366.

White, General Sir G. S., *20; at Lady-
smith. 26, 34 ; at Elandslaagte, 31 ;
under fire, *33; speech of; 479 ; %481 ;
and staff, *486; escape of, 497 ; ad-
dressing  Natal Volunteers. *zo1;
general order of so4: and family,
“507 ; house of, #5260 ; receiving thanks,
#3524 ; arrives at Southampton, *5ag ;
on the siege of Ladysmith, 526-7.

White, Lady, =20,

Whiteley, Mr. Frank, *611.

Williums, Licut.-Colonel Hanlury, *366,

Willow Grange, 50-82; wounded at, *51.

ERKATA.

P. 224, title to Hlustration, for January 4" veatl ' January 1o
P r’s;_r,.j_ hoe 33, idefete the wards v Fresh from the campilgn in the south-east,”
T 066, note: below [Nustration, for » June 26 vead o May 41"

P 668, 'rrloh..-_he]rnw second illustration, for “son™ (of the [Hrst Lo
ANGLETrte the words »* son ol the Chief [ustice.™

W ith the Flag lo Pretoria.

Wilson, Lady Sarab, dress of, 133 and
her dugeout, #0619 telepram of, Gao,

Wiltsthire Regt., 2nd, 330; 330,

Winhurg, sulimission of, 63,

Winchester, Marqguis of. 1031 death of,
195,

Wire, fence, 1365 176-7 | 182 ; barbed, 20,
184, 422 riding against. “630.

Walmarans, Chief Commandant, 432-%3.

Wolseley, Field-Marshal, #55. “211.

Walverkrantz, action at, Ggb.

Wolveskraal Dinft, qo1, go4. 420.

Women, offer of safe-conduct for, 421
with. Cromje’s armiy. 4335 in Boer
camps, 457: Boer, killed, 441 ; re-
fractory, *0g1 { 69z

Wood, V.C., General Sir E., *211.

Waoaod, Lientenant Chas, M., #366.

Woodgate, Major-General, 237 : m com-
mand of 1ith Brigade, 240; 274, *283,
2835 ; at Spion Kop, 28G-90; 308,

Worcestershires, 2nd, 330, 336, 580,

Wounded, *105 ; detraining at Wynherg,
*146; at Modder River, *170; group
of, *193 | Hoers tending, #1908 ; Briti
succouring, 268, *270; at Spion Kop,
*290; from Paardeberg, *414; con-
troversy over. 420 in Paardeberg
laager, 434 on Inniskilling Hill, *467;
a trifling hurt, *5406.

Wiight, Major, at Spion Kop, *302,

Wylie, Fort, 86; go, 460, 461,

Wynberg, *146; base hospital, *1.47.

Wyndham, Mr. George, *210.

Wryitine, Colonel, 308, Major-General,
#3105 at Hussar Hill, 448 crossing
Tugela, 4605 462 ; wounded. 463,

Yeomanry, Imperial, sergeant, *215 ; 232,
340 landing of, 528 ; roughrider,
%387 . at Boshof, 587 at Kimberley,
636 ; 632 ; at Lindley, 665-8 ; officers,
*066 4 4th and 7th battalions, 674-5 ;
six brothers, #0675 ; scouts, *678;
Scottish, 606 | at Honing Spruit, 700,

York and Lancaster, 230, 311, 441, 632.

Yorkshire Artillery militia, 230,

Yorkshire Light Infantry, 151 ; at Magers-
fontein, 145 ; stand of, *201 ; 2nd, at
Boshof, 386,

Yorkshires, at Delmont, 136; at Modder
River, *16,-6 ; at Magersfontein, 179
West, crossing Tugela, 2645 ; hold-
g Vaal Krantz, *519: 682, 684,
1st, near Colesberg, 322; near
Slingersfontein, 330; West Riding,
308, 408, 411 ; st at Paardeberg
424 ; av Cingolo, 434~35 1 2nd Lastat
BHiddulphberg, 674,

Yule, General, march of, 26, *11, 32-3.

Zand River, 634, #6335, 673

Zandspruit, Transvazlers assembled al, 21,

Zarps, 550,

Zeerust, advance of Boers from, 40,

Zoutpan’s Diift, 541, 343,

Zwart Kop, #2356 guns up, 508 ; British
artillery; *314.

Zulu Wi, 4.

Lord of the Admiralty) »ead 1 nephew,"
In correction of lutterpress, ses paragraph 2, p. 704
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