


This volume continues the description o f the 
order Passeriformes, beginning volume 4 and  
deals w ith 199 forms (Nos 1272-1470) in 
R ipley’s Sjm psir. Eleven colour p lates by
D. Reid-H enry, D . V . Gowen, R . A. R ichard 
son, J .  P. Iran i, A. M . Hughes, C. J .  F. Coombs, r  JPicidae^  4
R . Scholz and  P. Barruel illustrate 117 forms.

T he Handbook, w hich will be com pleted in 
ten  volumes, brings up  to da te  and  greatly  
enlarges on the inform ation contained  ̂  in
E. C. S tuart Baker’s books in  the Fauna o f British 
India series. I t  aims to describe the  1200 species 
o f birds which, in  nearly 2100 forms, are  to 
be seen o r are  known to have occurred  in
Ind ia, Pakistan, N epal, Sikkim, B hutan  and  n. .
Ceylon. D etailed life-histories and  feather-by- \
feather descriptions are not a ttem p ted : the  V
Handbook confines itself to recording concisely \
w hat is known o f  the  distribution, habits, \
breeding biology, diet, voice, etc., o f  the  birds iJUDriB
in the  area. W hen com plete the  work will
contain 113 colour plates, o f  w hich nearly  h a lf  '
have been specially prepared  for it. W ith  the  ^ I tU g O p a l  ) |V \ 1
help o f these and  the system atic keys in  the  __________
text, the  bird-w atcher and  the scientific orn i- IW W '-
thologist should be able to identify m ost o f r j l l f / j f f i ' '
the birds they see and  all those th a t they handle. * / l  / j j
M aps show the distribution o f m any m igratory
and  spatially restricted forms, and  a  num ber -
of line draw ings illustrate diagnostic features 
such as bills and  feet.

D r Salim  Ali is the  au tho r o f The Book o f 
Indian Birds (now in  its n in th  edition), Indian 
H ill Birds, The Birds o f Sikkim , Birds o f Kerala, 
etc. D r Dillon R ipley is President o f the In te r
national Council for Bird Preservation and  the 
present Secretary o f the Sm ithsonian Institu 
tion, W ashington, D .C . H e  is the  au tho r o f Pfe» 1
A Synopsis o f the Birds o f India and Pakistan, 
w hich provided the  check-list used as the basis

r '*L • j  o lUlvulCjr Jm

I



IN D EX  T O  T H E  VOLUM ES BY FAM ILY 
Latin names (for English names see back end-paper)

Accipitridae, 1 Ja$anidae, 2
Aegithalinae (Paridae), 9 Jynginae (Picidae), 4
Alaudidae, 5 ■ :~fi* f ra p K a y
Alcedinidae, 4  Laniidae, 5
Anatidae, 1 Laridae, 3
Apodidae, 4 H H B  mS j I |  B ra  1 Hm K KB
Ardeidae, 1 M egapodiidae, 2
Artam idae, 5 M eropidae, 4

M onarchinae (Muscicapidae), 7
BombyciUidae, 5 Motacillidae* 9 g g S  g  C i #

MuscicaDidae, 6-9 ____ § 1 9 H g
Burhinidae, 3 \

P  ̂̂ ll3riS

Emberizidae, 10 j s j



Sittidae, 9 Timaliinae (Muscicapidae), 6-7
Sittinae (Sittidae), 9 Troglodytidae, 9
Stercorariidae, 3 Trogonidae, 4
Strigidae, 3 T urdiaae (Muscicapidae), 8-9
Stim iidae, 5 Turnicidae, 2
Sulidae, 1 Tytonifaae (Strigidae), 3
Sylviinae (M uscicapidae), 8

Upupidae, 4
Threskiom ithidae, 1
Tichodrom adinae (Sittidae), 9 Zosteropidae, 10 *

*
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SYSTEMATIC INDEX

Order P a s s e r i f o r m e s  (cont.)

Family m u s c i c a p i d a e  (cont.)

Subfamily t i m a l i i n a e  : Babblers (cont.)

1272 Ashyheaded Laughing Thrush, Gamdax cinereifrons Blyth . .  . .  3
1273 Western Whitethroated Laughing Thrush, Gamdax albogularis

whistleri Baker . .  . .  . ,  . .  if . # # # 4
1274 Eastern Whitethroated Laughing Thrush, Gamdax albogularis

albogularis (Gould) . .  . .  . .  . .  mm m m 5
1275 Necklaced Laughing Thrush, Gamdax monileger monileger

(Hodgson) . .  . .  ..............................................................  6
1276 Mishmi Necklaced Laughing Thrush, Gamdax monileger badius

Ripley . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  , ,  . .  # # 7
1277 Nepal Blackgorgeted Laughing Thrush, Gamdax pectoralis pectoralis

(Gould) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  , , v# 8
1278 Assam Blackgorgeted Laughing Thrush, Gamdax pectoralis melanotis

Blyth . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  „. . .  8
1279 Western Striated Laughing Thrush, Gamdax striatus striatus (Vigors) 10
1280 Nepal Striated Laughing Thrush, Gamdax striatus vibex Ripley . .  12
1281 Sikkim Striated Laughing Thrush, Gamdax striatus sikkimensis

(Ticehurst) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  t , 12
1282 Assam Striated Laughing Thrush, Gamdax striatus cranbrooki

(Kinnear) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  13
1283 Himalayan Whitecrested Laughing Thrush, Gamdax leucolophus

leucolophus (Hardwicke) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  14
1284 Assam Whitecrested Laughing Thrush, Gamdax leucolophus patkaicus

Reichenow . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  16
1285 Chestnutbacked Laughing Thrush, Gamdax chinensis nuchalis

Godwin-Austen . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  17
1286 Yellowthroated Laughing Thrush, Gamdax galbanus galbanus

Godwin-Austen . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  18
1287 Wynaad Laughing Thrush, Gamdax delesserti delesserti (Jerdon) . .  19
1288 Yellowbreasted Laughing Thrush, Gamdax delesserti gularis

(McClelland) ........................................................................... 21
1289 Western Variegated Laughing Thrush, Gamdax variegatus similis

(Hume) .......................................   22
1290 Eastern Variegated Laughing Thrush, Gamdax variegatus variegatus

(Vigors) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  *. 23
1291 Ashy Laughing Thrush, Gamdax cineraceus cineraceus (Godwin-Austen) 24
1292, 1293 Western Rufouschinned Laughing Thrush, Gamdax rufo-

gularis occidentalis (Hartert) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  26
1294 Rufouschinned Laughing Thrush, Gamdax rufogularis rufogularis

( G o u l d ) ............................................................... . .  . .  27
1295 Khasi Rufouschinned Laughing Thrush, Gamdax rufogularis rufi-

tinctus (Koelz) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  ... 28
1295a Burmese Rufouschinned Laughing Thrush, Gamdax rufogularis

rufiberbis (Koelz) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . ♦ . .  28
1296 Assam Rufouschinned Laughing Thrush, Gamdax rufogularis assamen-

sis (Hartert) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  • • 29
1297 Giant Laughing Thrush, Gamdax maximus (Verreaux) . .  . .  29
1298 Garhwal Whitespotted Laughing Thrush, Gamdax ocellatus griseicauda

Koelz . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . . . .  31
1299 Whitespotted Laughing Thrush, Gamdax ocellatus ocellatus (Vigors) 32
1300 Himalayan Greysided Laughing Thrush, Gamdax caerulatus caerulatus

(Hodgson) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •. • • ' 33
v



1301 Khasi Hills Greysided Laughing Thrush, Garrulax caerulatus sub- ^

1302 Nagaland^Greysided Laughing Thrush, Garrulax caerulatus living- ^

1303 Rufom neS^LaughingThrush, Garndaxmficollis{]vx6mci. Selby) 36
1304 S a m  SpottedbreLed Laughing Thrush, Garrulax merulmus meru- ^

1305 Manipur ̂ pottedbreasted Laughing Thnish, Garrulax merulmus ^

1306 Whitebrowed Laughing Thrush, Garrulax sanmo albosupercihans ^
Godwin-Austen . .  • • ■ * * * . * * , . * * ”  An

1307, 1308 Nilgiri Laughing Thrush, Garrulax cackmnans (Jerdon) . .
1309 Coorg Whitebreasted Laughing Thrush, Garrulax jerdmi jerdom Blydi
1310 Kerala Laughing Thrush, Garrulax jerdom fairbanki (Blanford) V.
1311 South Kerala Laughing Thrush, Garrulaxjerdom mendtonale (Blanlord) *3
1312 Baluchistan Streaked Laughing Thrush, Garrulax lineatus bilkevitchi

(Zarudny) . .  •• •• •• •• •• * ’ Aa
1313 Gilgit Streaked Laughing Thrush, Garrulax lineatus gilgit (Hartert) 4b
1314 Simla Streaked Laughing Thrush, Garrulax lineatus lineatus (Vigors) 46
1315 Nepal Streaked Laughing Thrush, Garrulax lineatus setafer (Hodgson) 48
1316 Bhutan Streaked Laughing Thrush, Garrulax lineatus imbricatus Blyth 49
1317 Manipur Streaked Laughing Thrush, Garrulax virgatus (Godwin-

Austen) . .  -• • • • • "  . • /'n j  • "  ^
1318 Browncapped Laughing Thrush, Garrulax austeni austeni (Godwin-

Austen) .............................................................  • • •• 50
1319 Bluewinged Laughing Thrush, Garrulax squamatus (Gould) . .  51
1320 Plaincoloured Laughing Thrush, Garrulax subunicolor subunicolor

(Blyth) ................................................. _ ...........................  53
1321 Prince Henry’s Laughing Thrush, Garrulax henrici (Oustalet) . .  54
1322 Western Blackfaced Laughing Thrush, Garrulax affinis affinis Blyth . .  55
1323 Eastern Blackfaced Laughing Thrush, Garrulax affinis bethelae Rand

& Fleming . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . - • • • • 55
1324 Redheaded Laughing Thrush, Garrulax erythrocephalus erythrocephalus

(Vigors) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  -. • • • • 57
1325 Nepal Redheaded Laughing Thrush, Garrulax erythrocephalus kali

Vaurie . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  59
1326 Sikkim Redheaded Laughing Thrush, Garrulax erythrocephalus

nigrimentus (Oates) . .  . .  . .  . .  -. . .  59
1327 NEFA Redheaded Laughing Thrush, Garrulax erythrocephalus im-

prudens Ripley . .  . .  . • . .  H  . .  . .  60
1328 Khasi Redheaded Laughing Thrush, Garrulax erythrocephalus chry-

sopterus (Gould) . .  . .  • . . .  . .  61
1329 Nagaland Redheaded Laughing Thrush, Garrulax erythrocephalus

godwini (Harington) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  61
1330 Manipur Redheaded Laughing Thrush, Garrulax erythrocephalus

erytkrolaema (Hume) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  62
1331 Himalayan Crimsonwinged Laughing Thrush, Garrulax phoeniceus

phoemceus (Gould) . .  . . . .  . .  . .  . .  63
1332 Assam Crimsonwinged Laughing Thrush, Garrulax phoeniceus bakeri

( H a r t e r t ) .......................... ... . .  . .  . .  . .  63
1333 Himalayan Silvereared Mesia, Leiothrix argentauris argentauris

(Hodgson) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  65
1333a Assam Silvereared Mesia, Leiothrix argentauris aureigularis (Koelz) . .  66
1334 Burmese Silvereared Mesia, Leiothrix argentauris vemayi (Mayr &

Greenway) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  , # # b 67
1335 Western Redbilled Leiothrix, Leiothrix lutea kumaiensis Whistler . .  67
1336, 1337 Eastern Redbilled Leiothrix, Leiothrix lutea calipyga (Hodgson) 68
1338 Firetailed Myzomis, Myzomis pyrrhoura Blyth . .  . .  . .  70
1339 Nepal Cutia, Cutia nipalensis nipalensis Hodgson . .  . .  . .  71
1340 Rufousbellied Shrike-Babbler, Pteruthius rufiventer Blyth . .  ! . 73
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1341 Redwinged Shrike-Babbler, Pteruthius jlaviscapis validirostris K oelz.. 74
1342 Western Green Shrike-Babbler, Pteruthius xanihochlorus occidentalis

Harington . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . # # # #§ yg
1343 Eastern Green Shrike-Babbler, Pteruthius xanihochlorus xanihochlorus

\ Gray ......................................................................................  77
1344 Chin Hills Green Shrike-Babbler, Pteruthius xanthochlorus hybridus

Harington . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . # # # t i  7g
1345 Chestnut-throated Shrike-Babbler, Pteruthius melanotis melanotis

H o d g s o n .................................................................................... .. 79
1346 Chestnutfronted Shrike-Babbler, Pteruthius aenobarbus aenobarbulus

m Koelz ......................................................................................  80
1347 Whiteheaded Shrike-Babbler, Gampsorhynchus rufulus rufulus Blyth 81
1348 Himalayan Barwing, Actinodura egertoni egertoni Gould . .  . .  83
1349 Mishmi Barwing, Actinodura egertoni lewisi Ripley . .  . .  . .  84
1350 Assam Barwing, Actinodura egertoni khasiana Godwin-Austen . .  85
1351 Mizo Barwing, Actinodura egertoni ripponi Ogilvie-Grant . .  . .  85
1352 Nepal Hoary Barwing, Actinodura nipalensis nipalensis (Hodgson) . .  86
1353 Eastern Hoary Barwing, Actinodura nipalensis vinctura Ripley . .  88
1354 NEFA Barwing, Actinodura waldeni dajlaensis Godwin-Austen . .  88
1355 Manipur Barwing, Actinodura waldeni waldeni Godwin-Austen . .  89
1356 [Chin Hills Barwing, Actinodura waldeni poliotis (Rippon)]
1357 Redtailed Minla, Minla ignotincta ignotincta Hodgson . .  . .  90
1358 Western Barthroated Siva, Minla strigula simlaensis (Meinertzhagen) 91
1359 Eastern Barthroated Siva, Minla strigula strigula (Hodgson) . .  92
1360 NEFA Barthroated Siva, Minla strigula yunnanensis (Rothschild) . .  94
1361 Assam Barthroated Siva, Minla strigula cinereigenae (Ripley) . .  95
1362 Bluewinged Siva, Minla cyanouroptera cyanouroptera (Hodgson) . .  95
1363 Sikkim Whitebrowed Yuhina, Tuhina castaniceps rufigenis (Hum e).. 98
1364 Mishmi Whitebrowed Yuhina, Tuhina castanicepsplumbeiceps (Godwin-

Austen) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  99
1365 Chestnut-headed Yuhina, Tuhina castaniceps castaniceps (Moore) . .  99
1366 Whitenaped Yuhina, Tuhina bakeri Rothschild . .  . .  . .  100
1367 Western Yellownaped Yuhina, Tuhina flavicollis albicollis (Ticehurst &

W h is t le r ) ...........................................................................  . .  101
1368, 1369 Eastern Yellownaped Yuhina, Tuhina flavicollis flavicollis

Hodgson . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  102
1370 Assam Yellownaped Yuhina, Tuhina flavicollis rouxi (Oustalet) . .  103
1371 Western Stripethroated Yuhina, Tuhina gularis vivax Koelz . .  104
1372 Eastern Stripethroated Yuhina, Tuhina gularis gularis Hodgson . .  104
1373 Slatyheaded or Rufousvented Yuhina, Tuhina occipitalis occipitalis

Hodgson . .  . .  • . . .  . .  . .  . .  . • 106
1374 Blackchinned Yuhina, Tuhina nigrimenta nigrimenta Hodgson . .  107
1375 Whitebellied Yuhina, Tuhina xantholeuca xantholeuca (Hodgson) . .  108
1376 Himalayan Goldenbreasted Tit-Babbler, Alcippe chrysotis chrysotis

(Blyth) ...................................................  . .  . .  . .  HO
1377 Assam Goldenbreasted Tit-Babbler, Alcippe chrysotis albilineata (Koelz)
1378 Dusky Green or Yellowthroated Tit-Babbler, Alcippe cinerea (Blyth) 112
1379 Chestnut-headed Tit-Babbler, Alcippe castaneceps castaneceps (Hodgson) 113
1380 Western Whitebrowed Tit-Babbler, Alcippe vinipectus kangrae (Tice

hurst & Whisder) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .   ̂ • • 11^
1381 Nepal Whitebrowed Tit-Babbler, Alcippe vinipectus vinipectus

(Hodgson) . .  . .  . .  .« • • * *
1382 Eastern Whitebrowed Tit-Babbler, Alcippe vinipectus chumbiensis

(Kinnear) . .  . .  . .  . .  • • • • • * 11®
1383 Assam Whitebrowed Tit-Babbler, Alcippe vinipectus austeni (Ogilvie-

Grant) .................................................: 116
1384 Himalayan Brownheaded Tit-Babbler, Alcippe cinereiceps ludlowi

(Kinnear) . .  . .  . .  .« »« ;• * \ *; H '
1385 Manipur Brownheaded Tit-Babbler, Alcippe cinereiceps manipurensis

(O g ilv ie -G ra n t) ........................................................................... 118
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1385a Streakthroated Tit-Babbler, Alcippe striaticollis (Verreaux) •• 118
1386 Himalayan Redthroated Tit-Babbler, AlctPPe rufogulans rufogulans ^

1387 AssartRedtbiroated Tit-Babbler, Alcippe rifogulariscollaris W aldai 120
1388 Rufousheaded Tit-Babbler, Alcippe brunnea mandelh (Godwin-Austen) 121
1389 Bombay Quaker Babbler, Alcippe poioicephala brucet Hume . .  . .  IU
1390 Nilgiri Quaker Babbler, Alcippe poioicephala poioicephala (Jerdon) . .  US
1391 Assam Quaker Babbler, Alcippe poioicephala fusca Godwin-Austen . .  124
1392 Nepal Quaker Babbler, Alcippe nipalensis nipalensis (Hodgson) . .
1393 Mishmi Quaker Babbler, Alcippe nipalensis commoda Ripley . .  . .  12b
1394 Chin Hills Quaker Babbler, Alcippe nipalensis stanfordi Ticehurst . .
1395 Chestnutbacked Sibia, Heterophasia annectens annectens (Blyth) . .  12b
1396 Western Blackcapped Sibia, Heterophasia capistrata capistrata (Vigors) lev
1397 Nepal Blackcapped Sibia, Heterophasia capistrata nigriceps (Hodgson) 131
1398 Eastern Blackcapped Sibia, Heterophasia capistrata bayleyi (Kmnear) 131
1399 Grey Sibia, Heterophasia gracilis (McClelland) . .  • • • •
1400 Beautiful Sibia, Heterophasia pukhella (Godwin-Austen) . .  • •
1401 Longtailed Sibia, Heterophasia picaoides picaoides (Hodgson) . .  . .

Subfamily m u s c i c a p i n a e  : Flycatchers
1402 Olive Flycatcher, Rhinomyias brunneata nicobarica Richmond • • 137
1403, 1404 Spotted Flycatcher, Muscicapa striata sarudnyi Snigirewski . .  140
1405 Kashmir Sooty Flycatcher, Muscicapa sibirica gulmergi (Baker) . .  142
1406 Nepal Sooty Flycatcher, Muscicapa sibirica cacabata Penard . .  •. 144
1407 Brown Flycatcher, Muscicapa latirostris Raffles . .  . .  . .  145
1408 Brownbreasted Flycatcher, Muscicapa muttui muttui (Layard) . .  148
1409 Rufoustailed Flycatcher, Muscicapa ruficauda Swainson . .  . .  150
1410 Ferruginous Flycatcher, Muscicapa ferruginea (Hodgson) . .  . .  152

[Pied Flycatcher, Muscicapa hypoleuca tomensis Johansen] . .  . .  154
1411 Western Redbreasted Flycatcher, Muscicapa parva parva Bechstein . .  154
1412 Eastern Redbreasted Flycatcher, Muscicapa parva albicilla Pallas . .  156
1413 Kashmir Redbreasted Flycatcher, Muscicapa subrubra Hartert &

Steinbacher . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  157
1414 Orangegorgeted Flycatcher, Muscicapa strophiata strophiata (Hodgson) 159
1415 Himalayan Whitegorgeted Flycatcher, Muscicapa monileger monileger

(Hodgson) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  161
1416 Assam Whitegorgeted Flycatcher, Muscicapa monileger leucops (Sharpe) 162
1417 Rufousbreasted Blue Flycatcher, Muscicapa hyperytkra hyperythra Blyth 163
1418 Rustybreasted Blue Flycatcher, Muscicapa hodgsonii (Verreaux) . .  164
1419 Western Little Pied Flycatcher, Muscicapa westermanni collini Roths

child . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  166
1420 Eastern Little Pied Flycatcher, Muscicapa westermanni australorientis

Ripley . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  167
1421 Whitebrowed Blue Flycatcher, Muscicapa superciliaris superciliaris

Jerdon . .  ........................................................................... 168
1422 Little Blue-and-White Flycatcher, Muscicapa superciliaris aestigma

Gray . .  . .  ............................................................... 169
1423 Western Slaty Blue Flycatcher, Muscicapa leucomelanura leucomelanura

(Hodgson) ..........................................................................  170
1424 Eastern Slaty Blue Flycatcher, Muscicapa leucomelanura minuta (Hume) 172
1425 Manipur Slaty Blue Flycatcher, Muscicapa leucomelanura cerviniventris

( S h a r p e ) .................................................. . .  . .  . .  172
1426 Sapphireheaded Flycatcher, Muscicapa sapphira (Blyth) . .  . .  173
1427 Black-and-Orange Flycatcher, Muscicapa nigrorufa (Jerdon) . .  175
1428 Large Niltava, Muscicapa grandis grandis (Blyth) . .  . .  . .  176
1429 Western Small Niltava, Muscicapa macgrigoriae macgrigoriae (Burton) 178
1430 Eastern Small Niltava, Muscicapa macgrigoriae signata (Horsfield) . .  179
1431 Western Rufousbellied Niltava, Muscicapa sundara whistleri (Ticehurst) 180

Easterni Rufousbellied Niltava, Muscicapa sundara sundara (Hodgson) 181
1433 Rufousbellied Blue Flycatcher, Muscicapa vivida o ate si (Salvadori) . .  182
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l i f t  I Sfcatch«> Muscicapa concrete cyanea (Hume) . .  183
W ^ e h d h ed  Blue Flycatcher, Muscicapa pdlipes Jerdon . .  84

436 Western Brooks s Flycatcher, Muscicapa poliogenys poliogenys (Brooks) 186 
1437 Eastern Brooks s Flycatcher, Muscicapa poliogenys cachariensis (Mada-

rasz) # • • < « . , , # |  no
E X  Flycatcher, Muscicapa poliogenys vemayi (Whistler) 188
i ^ a J»a*e ^  ue Flycatcher, Muscicapa unicolor unicolor (Blyth) ioq
440 Bhiethroated Flycatcher, Muscicapa rubeculoides rubeculoides (Vigors)' 190

,TtI  Largebilled Blue Flycatcher, Muscicapa banyumas magnirostris (Blyth) 192
1442 Tmkell s Redbreasted Blue Flycatcher, Muscicapa tickelliae tickelliae

(Blyth) ..........................................................................  ]93
JlT? S eyJ°nJ ick^ ’s Flycatcher, Muscicapa tickelliaejerdoni (Holdsworth) 196
1444 Dusky Blue Flycatcher, Muscicapa sordida (Walden) '  1%
JUi? X ^ ^ te r  Flycatcher, Muscicapa thalassina thalassina Swainson ** 198
1446 Nilgiri Verditer Flycatcher, Muscicapa albicaudata Jerdon . .  .]  199
iaao Fygroy Blue Flycatcher, Muscicapella hodgsoni hodgsoni (Moore) . .  201
1448 Northern Greyheaded Flycatcher, Culicicapa ceylonensis calochrysea

Oberholser •• . .  11 t  ̂  ̂  ̂ 202
1449 Southern Greyheaded Flycatcher, Culicicapa ceylonensis 'ceylonensis

(Swainson) , ,  , ,  ##  ̂t 204
l ie ?  Ydlowbdhed Fantail Flycatcher, Rhipidura hypoxantha Blyth 206
1451 Northern Whitebrowed Fantail Flycatcher, Rhipidura aureola aureola

Lesson . .  . .  . .  . .  _ # _ _ 9Q7
1452 Southern Whitebrowed Fantail Flycatcher,' Rhipidura aureola coni-

pressirostris (Blyth) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  _ _ _ 209
1453 Eastern Whitebrowed Fantail Flycatcher, Rhipidura aureola burmanica

( H u m e ) ....................................................................................... 210
1454 Western Whitethroated Fantail Flycatcher, Rhipidura albicollis

canescens (Koelz) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  211
1455 Eastern Whitethroated Fantail Flycatcher, Rhipidura albicollis

albicollis (Vieillot) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  213
1456 NEFA Whitethroated Fantail Flycatcher, Rhipidura albicollis stanleyi

Baker . .  . .  , ,  . .   ̂  ̂ 213
1457 Orissa Whitethroated Fantail Flycatcher, Rhipidura albicollis orissae

Ripley •* ..........................................................................  214
1458 Whitespotted Fantail Flycatcher, Rhipidura albicollis albogularis

(Lesson) . .  . .  . .  . .  ## # 214
1459 Dandakaranya Whitespotted Fantail Flycatcher, Rhipidura albicollis

vemayi (Whisder) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  215

Subfam ily  m o n a r c h i n a e  : M o n arch  F lycatchers
1460 West Himalayan Paradise Flycatcher, Terpsiphone paradisi leucogaster

(Swainson) . .  . .  , ,  . .  . .  . .  . # 216
1461 Peninsular Indian Paradise Flycatcher, Terpsiphone paradisi paradisi

(Linnaeus) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  218
1462 Ceylon Paradise Flycatcher, Terpsiphone paradisi ceylonensis (Zarudny

& Harms) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  221
1463 East Himalayan Paradise Flycatcher, Terpsiphone paradisi saturatior

(Salomonsen) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  221
1464 Nicobar Paradise Flycatcher, Terpsiphone paradisi nicobarica O ates.. 222
1465 Indian Blacknaped Monarch Flycatcher, Monarcha azurea styani

(Hardaub) . .  . .  . .  . .  , .  . .  . .  223
1466 Ceylon Blacknaped Monarch Flycatcher, Monarcha azurea ceylonensis

( S h a r p e ) ......................................................................................  226
1467 Andaman Blacknaped Monarch Flycatcher, Monarcha azurea tytleri

(Beavan) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  226
1468 Car Nicobar Blacknaped Monarch Flycatcher, Monarcha azurea idio-

chroa (Oberholser) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  227
1469 Nicobar Blacknaped Monarch Flycatcher, Monarcha azurea nicobarica

(Bianchi) . .  . .  . .  , .  . .  . .  . .  . .  227
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Subfamily p a c h y c e p h a l i n a e  : Thickheads or Shrikebilled 
Flycatchers

1470 Grey Thickhead or Mangrove Whistler, Pachycephala grisola (Blyth) 228
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COLOUR PLATES

Synopsis numbers in brackets 

Plate 73, facing page 16
DAVID REED-HENRY

1 Garrulax phoeniceus phoeniceus, Himalayan Crimsonwinged Laughing Thrush (1331)
2 Garrulax erythrocephalus nigrimentus, Sikkim Redheaded Laughing Thrush (1326)
3 Pomatorhinus ferruginosus ferruginosus, Sikkim Coralbilled Scimitar Babbler (1186)
4 Garrulax striatus sikkimensis, Sikkim Striated Laughing Thrush (1281)
5 Pomatorhinus ruficollis godwini, Sikkim Rufousnecked Scimitar Babbler (1179)
6 Garrulax rufogularis rufogularis, Rufouschinned Laughing Thrush (1294)
7 Garrulax caerulatus caerulatus, Himalayan Greysided Laughing Thrush (1300)

' 8 Garrulax ocellatus ocellatus, Whitespotted Laughing Thrush (1299)
9 Garrulax squamatus, Bluewinged Laughing Thrush (1319)

10 Xiphirhynchus superciliaris superciliaris, Slenderbilled Scimitar Babbler (1191)

Plate 74, facing page 32 

d . v. COWEN

1 Dendrocitta leucogastra, Whitebellied Tree Pie (1036)
2 Garrulax jerdoni meridionals, South Kerala Laughing Thrush (1311)
3 Garrulax jerdoni fairbanki, Kerala Laughing Thrush (1310)
4 Turdoides subrufus subrufus, Rufous Babbler (1259)
5 Garrulax delesserti delesserti, Wynaad Laughing Thrush (1287)

Plate 75, facing page 48 
R. A. RICHARDSON

1 Garrulax henrici, Prince Henry’s Laughing Thrush (1321)
2 Garrulax ruficollis, Rufousnecked Laughing Thrush (1303)
3 Garrulax cachinnans, Nilgiri Laughing Thrush (1307)
4 Garrulax virgatus, Manipur Streaked Laughing Thrush (1317)
5 Garrulax merulinus merulinus, Assam Spottedbreasted Laughing Thrush (1304)
6 Garrulax lineatus lineatus, Simla Streaked Laughing Thrush (1314)
7 Turdoides affinis affinis, Whiteheaded Babbler (1267)
8 Garrulax austeni austeni, Browncapped Laughing Thrush (1318)
9 Pteruthius xanthochlorus xanthochlorusy Eastern Green Shrike-Babbler (1343)

10 Leiothrix argentauris argentaurisy Himalayan Silvereared Mesia (1333)
11 Garrulax subunicolor subunicolory Plaincoloured Laughing Thrush (1320)

Plate 76, facing page 64
DAVID REED-HENRY

1 Timalia pileata bengalensis, Redcapped Babbler (1229)
2 Gampsorhynchus rufulus rufiilus, Whiteheaded Shrike-Babbler (1347)
3 Pellomeum ruficeps mandellii, Sikkim Spotted Babbler (1153)
4 Minla strigula strigula, Eastern Barthroated Siva (1359)
5 Rimator malacoptilusy Longbilled Wren-Babbler (1193)
6 Pteruthius flaviscapis validirostris, Red winged Shrike-Babbler (1341)
7 Pteruthius rufiventery Rufousbellied Shrike-Babbler (1340)

xi



8 Heterophasia armectens annectens, Chestnutbacked Sibia (1395)
9 Actinodura nipalensis vinctura, Eastern Hoary Barwing (1353)

10 Cutia nipalensis nipalensis, Nepal Cutia (1339)
11 Leiothrix lutea calipyga, Eastern Redbilled Leiothrix (1336)

P la te  77, facing page 112
DAVID RE ID-HENRY

1 Stachyris chrysaea chrysaea, Nepal Goldenheaded Babbler (1212)
2 Myzomis pyrrhoura. Firetailed Myzomis (1338)
3 Pteruthius melanotis melanotis, Chestnut-throated Shrike-Babbler (1345)
4 Yuhina gularis gularis, Eastern Stripethroated Yuhina (1372)
5 Alcippe chrysotis chiysotis, Himalayan Goldenbreasted Tit-Babbler (1376)
6 Stachyris nigriceps nigriceps, Blackthroated Babbler (1214)
7 Stachyris rufifrons ambigua, Assam Redfronted Babbler (1209)
8 Alcippe nipalensis nipalensis, Nepal Quaker Babbler (1392)
9 Yuhina flavicollis flavicollis, Eastern Yellownaped Yuhina (1368)

10 Yuhina castaniceps rufigenis, Sikkim Whitebrowed Yuhina (1363)
11 Alcippe castaneceps castaneceps, Chestnut-headed Tit-Babbler (1379)
12 Alcippe vinipectus chumbiensis, Eastern Whitebrowed Tit-Babbler (1382)

P la te  789 facing page 128

J. P. IRANI
1 Heterophasia gracilis, Grey Sibia (1399)
2 Yuhina occipitalis occipitalis, Rufousvented Yuhina (1373)
3 Heterophasia picaoides picaoides, Longtailed Sibia (1401)
4 Yuhina nigrimenta nigrimenta, Blackchinned Yuhina (1374)
5 Heterophasia pulchella, Beautiful Sibia (1400)
6 Alcippe rufogularis rufogularis, Himalayan Redthroated Tit-Babbler (1386)
7 Pteruthius aenobarbus aenobarbulus, Chestnutfronted Shrike-Babbler (1346)
8 Minla cyanouroptera cyanouroptera, Bluewinged Siva (1362)
9 Actinodura egertoni egertoni, Himalayan Barwing (1348)

10 Yuhina xantholeuca xantholeuca, Whitebellied Yuhina (1375)
11 Actinodura waldeni waldeni, M anipur Barwing (1355)

P la te  799 facing page 160

A. M. HUGHES

1 Muscicapa parva albicilla, Eastern Redbreasted Flycatcher (1412)
2 Terpsiphone paradisi saturation East Himalayan Paradise Flycatcher (1463)
3 Muscicapa rubeculoides rubeculoides, Bluethroated Flycatcher (1440)
4 Culicicapa ceylonensis calochrysea, Northern Greyheaded Flycatcher (1448)
5 Muscicapa thalassina thalassina, Verditer Flycatcher (1445)
6 Monarcha azurea styani, Indian Blacknaped Monarch Flycatcher (1465)
7 Rhipidura aureola burmanica, Eastern Whitebrowed Fan tail Flycatcher (1453)

P la te  80, facing page 176 

C. J. F. COOMBS

1 Rhinomyias brunneata nicobarica, Olive Flycatcher (1402)
2 Muscicapa striata sarudnyi, Spotted Flycatcher (1403)
3 Muscicapa muttui muttui, Brownbreasted Flycatcher (1408)
4 Muscicapa ferruginea, Ferruginous Flycatcher (1410)
5 Muscicapa hyperythra hyperythra, Rufousbreasted Blue Flycatcher (1417)
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6 Muscicapa monileger monileger, Himalayan Whitegorgeted Flycatcher (14151
7 Muscicapa westermanni collini, Western Little Pied Flycatcher (1419)
8 Muscicapa superciliaris superciliaris, Whitebrowed Blue Flycatcher (1421)
9 Muscicapa macgrigoriae macgrigoriae, Western Small Niltava (1429) '

10 Muscicapa sundara sundara, Eastern Rufousbellied Niltava (1432)
11 Muscicapa vivida oatesi, Rufousbellied Blue Flycatcher (1433)
12 Muscicapa poliogenys poliogenys, Western Brooks’s Flycatcher (1436)

Plate 81, facing page 192 
ROBERT SCHOLZ

1 Muscicapa strophiata strophiata, Orangegorgeted Flycatcher (1414)
2 Muscicapa sapphira, Sapphireheaded Flycatcher (1426)
3 Muscicapa leucomelanura minuta, Eastern Slaty Blue Flycatcher (1424)
4 Muscicapella hodgsoni hodgsoni, Pygmy Blue Flycatcher (1447)
5 Muscicapa grandis grandis, Large Niltava (1428)
6 Rhipidura hypoxantha, Yellowbellied Fan tail Flycatcher (1450)
7 Saxicola torquata indica, Indian Collared Bush Chat (1697)
8 Phoenicurus schisticeps, Whitethroated Redstart (1676)
9 Phoenicurus erythrogaster grandis, Guldenstadt’s Redstart (1678)

Plate 82, facing page 208
D. V. COWEN

1 Brachypteryx major albiventris, Whitebellied Shortwing (1638)
2 Monarcha azurea styani, Indian Blacknaped Monarch Flycatcher (1465)
3 Muscicapa tickelliae tickelliae, Tickell’s Redbreasted Blue Flycatcher (1442)
4 Culicicapa ceylonensis ceylonensis, Southern Greyheaded Flycatcher (1449)
5 Muscicapa albicaudata, Nilgiri Verditer Flycatcher (1446)
6 Muscicapa nigrorufa, Black-and-Orange Flycatcher (1427)
7 Muscicapa pallipes, Whitebellied Blue Flycatcher (1435)
8 Erithacus brunneus, Indian Blue Chat (1650)

Plate 83> facing page 224
PAUL BARRUEL

1 Muscicapa unicolor unicolor, Pale Blue Flycatcher (1439)
2 Muscicapa banyumas magniroslris, Largebilled Blue Flycatcher (1441)
3 Muscicapa sordida, Dusky Blue Flycatcher (1444)
4 Rhipidura albicollis albicollis, Eastern Whitethroated Fan tail Flycatcher (1455)
5 Tesia olivea, Slatybellied Ground Warbler (1472)
6 Tesia cyaniventer, Yellowbrowed Ground Warbler (1471)
7 Cettia fortipes fortipes, Strongfooted Bush Warbler (1478)
8 Cettia flavolivaceus flavolivaceus, Himalayan Aberrant Bush Warbler (1481)
9 Lusciniola melanopogon mimic a, Moustached Sedge Warbler (1495)

10 Cisticola exilis tytleri, Yellowheaded Fan tail Warbler (1497)
11 Bradypterus luteoventris luteoventris, Brown Bush Warbler (1493)
12 Prinia buchanani, Rufousfronted Wren-Warbler (1506)
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Terms used in the description of 
a bird’s plumage and parts

Topography of a sparrow

4 3 2

35 33

1 Gulmen 18 Scapulars
2 Nostril 19 Tertials
3 Forehead 20 Secondaries \  . . .
4 Iris 21 Primaries /  (remiges)
5 Supercilium 22 Primary coverts
6 Crown 23 Greater coverts
7 Nape 24 Bastard wing (alula)
8 Ear-coverts 25 Median coverts
9 M alar region (malar stripe, 26 Lesser coverts

moustache) 27 Chin
10 Lores 28 Throat
11 Side of neck 29 Breast
12 Hindneck 30 Belly (abdomen)
13 Back 31 Tarsus
14 Rum p 32 Inner toe
15 Upper tail-coverts 33 Middle toe
16 Tail (rectrices) 34 Outer toe
17 U nder tail-coverts 35 Hind toe (hallux)



ABBREVIATIONS

Bull. BOC Bulletin o f the British Ornithologists' Club 
Dementiev Birds o f the Soviet Union 
FBI Fauna of British India, Birds
Ind. Hb. Handbook o f the Birds o f India and Pakistan 

J .  Om . Journal fu r Omithologie, Berlin
JBNHS Journal o f the Bombay Natural History Society
PZS Proceedings o f the Z°°l°Sical Society, London
SF Stray Feathers
SZ Spolia ZeyUmica
Witherby The Handbook o f British Birds

Abbreviated references to persons frequently
quoted

Abdulali or HA Humayun Abdulali
Baker E. C. Stuart Baker
Biswas or BB Biswamoy Biswas
Desfayes or MD Michel Desfaves
Diesselhorst or GD Gerd Diesselhorst
Hartert Ernst H artert
Hume A. O. Hume
Inglis C. M. Inglis
Jerdon T. G. Jerdon
Kinnear or NBK Sir Norman B. Kinnear
Meinertzhagen or RM  Col. R. Meinertzhagen 
Murphy R . C. Murphy
Osmaston or BBO B. B. Osmaston
Paynter or RAP R. A. Paynter
Peters J .  L. Peters
Phillips W. W. A. Phillips
Ripley or SDR S. Dillon Ripley
S&lim Ali or SA Salim Ali
Stresemann Erwin Stresemann
Ticehurst or GBT Claud B. Ticehurst
Whisder or HW  Hugh Whistler



O rder P a s s e r i f o r m e s  (cont.)
Family M u s c i c a p i d a e  (cont.)

Subfamily T i m a l i i n a e  : Babblers (cont.)

Whitecrested Laughing Thrush (1283)

Genus G a r r u l a x  Lesson

Garrulax Lesson, 1831 (June), Trait6 d ’O m .: 647. Type, by subsequent designation, 
Gray, 1846, Garrulax Belangeri Lesson, but nomen nudum, type designated by Ripley 
(Synopsis: 380), Garrulax rufifrons Lesson

Ianthocincla Gould, 1835, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 48. Type, by original de
signation, Cinclosoma ocellatum Vigors

Trochalopteron Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 952, ex Hodgson MS. 
Type, by subsequent designation, Trochalopteron subunicolor Hodgson

Grammatoptila Gray, 1855, Cat. Gen. Subgen. Bds.: 48. Type, by original designa
tion, Garrulus striatus Vigors

Stactocichla Sharpe, 1883, Gat. Bds. Brit. Mus. 7: 328, 449. Type, by monotypy, 
Garrulax merulinus Blyth

Dryonastes Sharpe, 1883, Gat. Bds. Brit. Mus. 7: 453. Type, by original designation, 
Ianthocincla ruficollis Jardine & Selby

Bill strong and straight. Legs strong. Wing short and rounded, often edged with 
a brighter colour. Sexes usually alike. Most species noisy and very gregarious outside 
the breeding season. 1

1 1



2 t i m a l i i n a e

Key to  the  Species
Page

I Under surface of tail tipped with white or rufous 
A Size large, tail over 150 mm; upperparts conspicuously spotted with 

white or buff
1 Crown and throat black..................................................G. ocellatus 31
2 Crown brown, throat cinnamon......................................G. maximus 29

B Size medium, tail under 150 mm; upperparts not spotted with white
3 Underparts yellow...........................................................G. galbanus 18
4 Underparts not yellow 

i Throat white or buff
a A black collar

a1 Larger, tarsus over 40 mm; a black chin stripe G. pectoralis 8
a* Smaller, tarsus under 40 mm; no chin stripe G. monileger 6

b No black collar
a8 Crown plain olive-brown................................... G. albogularis 4
a4 Crown finely barred with black G. caerulatus (subcaerulatus) 34

ii Chin and throat black............ .................................... G. variegatus 21
iii Chin and throat neither black nor white

c Tip of tail rufous
a5 Edge of wing pale blue....................................... G. squama tus 51
a e Edge of wing whitish........................................G. rufogidaris 25
a 7 Wing crimson......... .............................................G. phoeniceus 62

d Tip of tail white or greyish 
a 8 Primary-coverts black

b1 Wing tipped with black and white...............G. cineraceus 24
b2 Wing almost uniform slaty.................................G. henrici 54

a 9 Primary-coverts not black
b8 Plumage striated....................................   G. lineatus 44
b4 Plumage squamated.......................................G. subunicolor 53
b6 Underparts barred whitish and brown................ G. austeni 50

II Under surface of tail not tipped with white or rufous 
C Plumage striated

5 Tail narrowly cross-barred.................................................G. virgatus 49
6 Tail not cross-barred...........................................................G. striatus 10

D Plumage not striated
7 Chin and throat white
iv Crown white...............................................................G. leucolophus 14
v Crown squamated.......................................................G. caerulatus 33

(except subcaerulatus)
vi Crown slaty......................................................................G. delesserti 19

8 Throat and breast grey.......................................... G. jerdoni 41
9 Chin black
vii Ear-coverts white.......................................... G. chinensis nuckalis 17

viii Ear-coverts black
e A rufous patch on sides of neck...............................G. ruficollis 36
f  A white patch on sides of neck...................................G. affinis 55

ix Ear-coverts tawny olive-brown; a white supercilium G. cachinnans 40
x Chin neither black nor white



Page
g A whitish supercilium

a10 Throat spotted..................................................G. merulinus 37
a11 Throat not spotted..................................................G. sannio 39

h No supercilium
a1* Crown slate-grey, back unspotted..............G. cinereifrons 3
a1* Crown chestnut, back spotted..................G. erythrocephdus 57

1272. A shyheaded Laughing T h ru sh . Garrulax cinereifrons Blyth1

Garrulax cinereifrons Blyth, 1851, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 20: 176
(Ceylon)

Baker, FBI No. 190, Vol. 1: 196 
Vol. 6, p la te  71

local names. Alu-demalichchd (Sinhala); Velaikkara-kuruvi (Tamil).
size. M yna; length  c. 23 cm  (9 in .).
field characters. Above, forehead, crown and  ear-coverts grey; 

rest o f upperparts dark  reddish brow n. Below, chin and th roat whitish 
(ochraceous b u ff); rest o f underparts rufous-brown (clay-colour). Sexes 
alike.

Distinguished from  the Rufous Babbler (1266) m ainly by its black bill, 
dark  grey legs and  grey head. I t  is also som ewhat less unkempt-looking.

status, distribution an d  habitat. Resident in Ceylon; m oderately 
plentiful in  the  low -country W et zone and  H ill zone to c. 1500 m . Affects 
dense, hum id  forest.

general habits. Lives in flocks o f ten  to  tw enty individuals working 
steadily th rough  the dam p undergrow th, fluttering from tree to tree and 
exploring the  mossy recesses o f fallen trunks. Keeps up a  constant flow of 
squeaks and  chattering  w hich can be m istaken for those o f the Rufous 
B abbler w hich inhabits the same jungles. Such flocks are often accompanied 
by one or two jung le  squirrels.

food. Chiefly insects.
voice and  calls. Breaks ou t constantly into a  harsh chattering which 

is taken up  in tu rn  by  all the  m em bers of the  tro o p ; this chattering is usually 
finished up  w ith a hurried  sort of scream  (Legge). Also a flow of squeaks 
a n d  chatterings while working through the undergrow th.

breeding. U nknow n. Season, appears to be between M arch and  Ju ly  
(full-fledged nestlings seen in A pril and  August). Nest, described by native 
woodm en as a  large cup placed in bushes. Eggs, said to be dark  blue, 3 or 
4  to the  clutch.

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters. Y o u n g  as adult, but first primary 
soft and blunt and rectrices narrower and pointed.

1 As already pointed out by Ripley (Spolia £eylanica 24: 223, 1946), this species is most 
closely related to Garrulax delesserti.
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measurements
Wing Bill Tail

(from feathers)
4 114-118 22-24 100-104 mm
2 9 9  110,116 22,23 95, 105 mm

(SDR)
Bill from skull 27 mm. Tarsus 36 mm (MD).

Weight 1 &  70 g (SDR).
colours OF BARE parts. Iris pale yellowish white or whitish. Bill black, base 

of lower mandible greyish or greyish white. Legs bluish brown or bluish grey-brown.

Garrulax albogularis (Gould)

K ey to  th e  Su bsp ecies
Belly more richly coloured, ferruginous...............G. a. albogularis
Belly paler, ochraceous................................................G. a. whistlen

1273. W estern  W h iteth roated  Laughing T h ru sh . Garrulax albogularis
whistleri Baker

Garrulax albogularis whistleri Baker, 1921, Bull. Brit. O m . Cl. 42: 29 (Simla)
Baker, FBI No. 138, Vol. 1: 154

local names. None recorded.
size. Myna +  ; length c. 28 cm (11 in.).
field characters. Above, olive-brown with tawny forehead, black lores 

and eye-rim. Outer edge of wing grey. Tail olive-brown, graduated, the 
rectrices broadly tipped with white (except the central pair) showing up 
as a prominent white terminal band, especially when spread in flight and 
while alighting. Below, throat conspicuously white bordered on breast by 
an olive-brown band. Belly and under tail-coverts ochraceous. Term inal 
half of tail white. Sexes alike. ,

status, distribution and habitat. Resident, common bu t rather 
locally distributed especially in the western part of its range; subject to 
some vertical movements. The western Himalayan outer ranges from the 
Indus river east to Kumaon. From 1800 to 2900 m in summer (up to tree
line in Garhwal), and from 1200 to a t least 2400 m  in winter, rarely or 
occasionally descending to 450 m in the cold weather. Affects dense forest 
of oak, fir, deodar; also scrub and light jungle, sometimes coming into 
gardens.

general habits. Gregarious even in the breeding season; keeps in 
flocks of six to twelve birds and in winter up to  thirty or more, commonly 
in association with other laughing thrushes, tree pies, jays and Blue Magpies. 
Feeds a good deal on the ground but on the whole keeps more to the trees 
than G. leucolopkus, searching the crevices of bark, tearing off lumps of moss, 
and slipping away through the branches with rapidity. Sometimes ventures 
into harvested fields, hopping on the ground like a Jungle Babbler, digging 
with its bill for food. Less wary of man than other laughing thrushes. 

food. Chiefly insects; also berries and seeds.
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voice and  calls. W hile feeding keeps up a  soft, low teh, teh, ra ther like 
a  comm on note of the Black Bulbul and  very reminiscent of a  flock of tits 
though louder (H W ). W hen alarm ed, bursts into an extraordinary series 
of sibilant squeals and  hisses which develop into choruses of shrill squeaky 
* laughter ’ when birds really excited. For renditions see 1274.

breeding. Season, M arch to Ju ly . Nest, a  cup of coarse grass, bamboo 
leaves, roots, moss, lichen or other m aterial, usually thickly lined with 
rootlets. P laced in a  bush, a t the top of a  sapling or near the extrem ity of a 
horizontal b ranch, betw een one and  four m etres from the ground, sometimes 
up  to six metres. Eggs, norm ally 3, exceptionally 4, longish ovals, glossy 
intense blue, deeper than  those of most Ind ian  laughing thrushes. Average 
size o f 60 eggs 29 X 21*1 m m  (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. Differs from albogularis (1274) in having the upperparts 
paler (more greyish), the ochraceous of underparts duller, and in being slightly 
larger.

Y o u n g  like adult but upperparts tinged rufescent; flanks paler; olive-brown 
pectoral band less distinct.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing, cT1?  132 (worn) to 144 mm (Baker).

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

1 9 137 23 43 149 mm
(MD)

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. AS in  1274.

1274. E a ste rn  W hitethroated  Laughing T hrush. Garrulax albogularis
albogularis (Gould)

Ianthocincla albogularis Gould, 1836 (8 April), Proc. Zool.
Soc. London: 187 (Nepal)

Baker, FBI No. 137, Vol. 1: 153 
Vol. 6, p late  71

local nam e . Karriam-pho (Lepcha).
field characters. As in  1273, q.v.
status, distribution and  habitat. Com m on resident subject to some 

vertical movements. T he H im alayas from  western Nepal east through 
Sikkim, B hutan  an d  N E FA  a t least to Shergaon c. 27°N., 92°15'E. (Whistler, 
Ibis 1941: 172); eastern lim it unknown. Also Assam in N orth C achar [c Very 
rare  everywhere *; recorded twice in  the Barail range; nest found (Baker, 
JB N H S 8: 174 and  FBI 1: 153)]. F rom  1800 to 3300 m, descending to 
900 m  in  w inter. Affects dense forest bu t does no t shun thin and open 
scrubby hillsides, apparen tly  frequenting the la tte r in winter.

Extralimital. T he  species extends to  southwestern Szechuan, Y unnan 
and  northw estern V ietnam ; also Formosa. In troduced on K auai (Hawaii).

general habits and  food. As in  1273. In  w inter large loose flocks of 
betw een fifty an d  a  hundred  no t uncomm on. Fond of rum m aging on the 
ground am ongst bonfire and  kitchen ashes on the site o f pilgrim  and m uleteer 
bivouacs.
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voice and calls. As in 1273; very noisy. A continual musical chattering 
chip chip chip chip; alarm  quoik, tsueeeeee (Fleming). Voice m ore subdued and  
less harsh than  tha t of G. leucolophus, bu t shriller.

breeding. As in 1273.
M useum D iagnosis. Differs from whistleri (1273) in being more richly coloured, 

especially on underparts.
measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

j i j i  123-136 25-30 45-48 125-141 mm
9 9 122-135 24-30 45-48 125-137 mm

(BB, Fleming, SA)
Weight 17 cfc? 97-114; 7 9 9 78-105 g (GD, SA).
colours of bare parts. Iris dull white to bluish white. Bill homy black; 

mouth yellow. Legs and feet plumbeous; claws grey; soles yellowish white.

Garrulax monileger (Hodgson)

K ey to th e Subspecies
Paler, less richly coloured...........................................G. m. monileger
Darker, more saturated with rufous...............................G.m. badius

1275. N ecklaced L aughing T h ru sh . Garrulax monileger monileger
(Hodgson)

Cinclosoma monileger a Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 147
(Nepal)

Baker, FBI No. 134 (part), Vol. Is 151
local names. As for 1278; Chhdtapcnga (Bengal).
size. M yna + ;  length c. 27 cm  (11 in.).
field characters. A t first sight confusingly like G. jhectoralis (1278) 

from which it m ay be distinguished by the following: Lack o f chin-stripe 
between th roat and  ear-coverts. Necklace m uch narrow er on the  breast, 
nearly covered by the rufous of the lower th ro a t; chin  and  th ro a t w hite 
{G. pectoralis has a  buff th roat bordered w ith w hite along the  b road  black 
necklace). W hite of belly extends up  to the nuchal collar along an d  below 
the necklace. Shoulders (primary-coverts) olive-brown, concolorous w ith  
upperparts and  rest of wing {contra blackish brow n in  pectoralis). I t  is also 
smaller in size w ith less strong bill, legs and  feet, the  la tte r paler coloured 
(yellowish brow n as against slate-grey); the  bill is entirely  dark  while in 
pectoralis it  is paler a t the base of the lower m andible.

status, distribution and  habitat. Resident, fairly com m on except 
in  the western p a rt of its range. F rom  west-central N epal east through  
Sikkim, Darjeeling, Ja lpaigu ri district, B hutan , N E FA  to the  range o f 
G. m. badius, the hills of Assam (except the Patkai R ange), N agaland, 
M anipur and East Pakistan in  the northeastern  hills and  the C hittagong 
region; from the edge of the plains to c. 1000 m, locally up  to 1400 m. 
Affects thick evergreen and  m oist-deciduous forest and  secondary jung le
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with undergrowth of rattan brakes etc. Geographical and vertical distribu
tion ot this species coincides with that of G. pectoralis.

Extralimital. Burm a. T he species extends east to V ietnam , H ainan and 
Anhwei.

GENERAL habits. Highly gregarious. Keeps in flocks outside the breeding 
season, often m  com pany w ith its larger ‘ double ’ G .pectoralis or other laugh- 
m g thrushes. Feeds on the ground, turning over dead leaves w ith m uch 
rustling and  scratching. Behaves exactly as G. pectoralis (1278) w ith which 
it shares the  same ecological niche. Flocks break up a t the end of M arch

food Insects, snails, smaU lizards, etc.; also berries, seeds and other 
vegetable m atter.

voice and  calls. Usually silent and  secretive if people are about, bu t 
once they fancy the danger has passed, u tter a  noisy chorus of hollow
sounding musical whistles (SA). Voice indistinguishable from th a t of G. 
pectoralis (1278) q.v.

breeding. Season, M arch to Ju ly , chiefly A pril and  M ay. Nest and eggs 
(4 o r 5) very sim ilar to those of G. pectoralis-, nest placed in identical situa
tions. Average size o f 100 eggs 28-4 x 21 -3 m m  (Baker). Commonly brood- 
parasitized by the cuckoos Clamator jacobinus, C. coromandus and presumably 
also Cuculus sparverioides.

M useum D iagnosis. G. m. badius (1276) is darker, more saturated with rufous. 
For distinguishing from G. pectoralis, see Field Characters.

Y o u n g  very similar to adult but paler. Necklace dusky, underparts less fulvous. 
Distinguished from the young of pectoralis by the olive-brown primary-coverts 
(v. black). Postjuvenal moult complete.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
cfc? 119-132 29-30 41-44 121-132 mm
9 9 116-126 — — — mm

(SA, Rand & Fleming, Heinrich)
Weight 5 9 77-91 g (SA).
colours of bare parts. Iris yellow, orange-yellow or reddish yellow. Bill 

dark horn, tip paler. Legs and feet yellowish brown or brownish flesh.

1276. M ish m i N ecklaced Laughing T h ru sh . Garrulax monileger
badius Ripley

Garrulax moniliger (sic) badius Ripley, 1948, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 61: 102
(Tezu, Mishmi Hills, NE. Assam)

Baker, FBI No. 134 (part), Vol. 1: 151
local names. None recorded.
size. M yna +  J length 27 cm (11 in.).
field characters. As in 1275, q.v.
status, distribution and  habitat. Com mon resident. NEFA from 

the M ishm i Hills to the Patkai R ange; from the edge of the plains to c. 900 m. 
Affects tropical evergreen forest.

general habits, food and  voice. As in 1275.
breeding. As in 1275.
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M useum D iagnosis. Differs from G. m. monileger (1275) in being darker, more 
saturated with rich rufous, particularly on the nuchal collar and on the underparts.

measurements
3 Wing 120-124 mm (SDR).

COLOURS OF BARE parts. Iris whitish orange to orange-yellow. Bill black, tip 
light grey. Legs light grey.

Garrulax pectoralis (Gould)

K ey to  th e Subspecies

Paler, less richly coloured.......................................G. p . pectoralis
Darker, more richly coloured..................................... *G.p. melanotis

1277. Nepal B lackgorgeted Laughing T h ru sh . Garrulax pectoralis
pectoralis (Gould)

Ianthocincla pectoralis Gould, 1836 (8 April), Proc. Zool.
Soc. London: 186 (Nepal)

Baker, FBI No. 132 (part), Vol. 1: 150 
V ol. 6 , p la te  721

local names. None recorded.
size. Myna + ;  length c. 29 cm (12 in.).
field characters. As in 1278, q.v.
status, distribution and habitat. Common resident. Central Nepal 

to eastern Nepal, from the edge of the terai up to 1650 m. Affects secondary 
growth, cut-over scrub and forests of sal, pine, etc. with dense undergrowth. 

general habits, food and voice. As in 1278. 
breeding. As in 1278.
M useum D iagnosis. Paler and less richly coloured than melanotis (1278). This 

species has a fine fleshy yellow eye-rim which is absent in G. monileger.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing, 4 144-149; 4 9  9 139-143 mm (Rand & Fleming).
colours of bare parts. As in 1278.

1278. A ssam  B lackgorgeted  Laughing T h ru sh . Garrulax pectoralis
melanotis Blyth

Garrulax melanotis Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 949 (Arracan) 
Garrulax McClellandi Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 949 (Assam) 

Garrulax uropygialis Bonaparte, 1850, Consp. Gen. Av. 1: 371 (Assam) 
Garrulax waddelli Ogilvie-Grant, 1894, Bull. Brit. Om . Cl. 3: xxix 

[Rungeet (Rangit) River, Sikkim]
Baker, FBI No. 132 (part), Vol. 1: 150

local names. Ol-pho (Lepcha); Piang-kam (Bhutia); Poreri or Purirhi (Dafla); 
Baddpengd (Bengali).

1 The Burmese race meridionalis, illustrated, differs only in having the broad tips to the 
tail buff instead of white; the pectoral gorget is often incomplete.
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size. Myna + ;  length c. 29 cm (12 in.).
FIELD characters. Above, olive-brown with a rufous nuchal collar 

and white supercilium extending to the collar. Shoulder (primary-coverts) 
blackish brown; outer edge of wing whitish. Tail graduated, the rectrices, 
except central pair, black, broadly tipped with white, showing in flight as 
a broad terminal band. Ear-coverts varying from striped black and white 
to entirely white or black, bordered above and behind by black, and below 
by a black chin stripe. Below, throat mostly buff bordered by white along 
the broad necklace. Centre of belly white, flanks ochraceous. Sexes alike.

Confusingly similar to Necklaced Laughing Thrush (G. monileger); for 
distinguishing from it see 1275 Field Characters.

status, distribution and habitat. Common resident. From Darjeeling, 
Sikkim, and Jalpaiguri district east through Bhutan and NEFA to the 
Mishmi Hills; the hills of Assam, Nagaland and Manipur, and East Pakistan 
in the northeastern hills and the Chittagong region; from the edge of the 
plains to c. 1200 m, locally up to 1700 m. Affects dense forest, secondary 
growth and bamboo jungle, often bordering cultivation.

Extralimital. Burma to Arakan and western Yunnan. The species ranges 
east to Vietnam, Hainan and Anhwei.

GENERAL habits. Highly gregarious; goes about in troops of 10 to 25, 
often in association with G. monileger and other laughing thrushes. To 
cross an open space, the members of a flock glide one after another (never 
all together unless scared), in a continuous flowing motion. Flight rather 
clumsy and jay-like, yet stronger than of most laughing thrushes. Feeds 
much on the forest floor, proceeding by long hops. On alarm, flies up into 
bushes and mounts into trees, hopping rapidly from branch to branch, 
then gliding off as described. Its ability to disappear into cover when in 
danger is remarkable. The birds often display, in spring and at other times 
as well, hopping about on the ground, flirting and spreading their wings, 
bowing and performing like circus contortionists, all the while uttering 
loud calls (Baker). 

food. Mostly insects.
voice and calls. Very noisy. Keeps up an incessant querulous con

versational squeaking, a nasal week, week, week (SA); also described as a 
strange, very human piping to which are usually added several short high 
whistles. The several individuals simultaneously and confusedly uttering 
these strange calls sound like an orchestra of mournful piping (Heinrich). 
According to the same observer, its voice is undistinguishable from that of 
G. monileger. Also has some harsh, grating calls.

breeding. Season, March to August, mainly April to June. Nest, a 
broad, rather shallow but bulky saucer, untidily and rather loosely put 
together; made mostly of bamboo leaves, with other dead leaves, roots, 
scraps of moss, bracken, etc., bound by weed stems and tendrils, lined 
with rootlets and fine grass stems. Placed in bushes or small trees, from 
near the ground to about six metres up. Eggs, 3 to 5 (rarely up to 7), 
most often 4, deep blue. Average size of 100 eggs 31*4 X 22*7 mm (Baker). 
The incubating bird sits close but is adept in slipping off without giving a 
clear view and hiding in the undergrowth with no sign of its presence. 
Commonly brood-parasitized by Clamatorcoromandus and Cuculus sparverioides.
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M useum D iagnosis. Differs from G. fi. pectoralis (1277) in being darker and
more richly coloured. „ . ,  _ . ,

Y o u n g ,  as adult but paler. Primary-coverts black with pale tips. Postjuvenal
moult complete. 

measurements
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
# #  130-152 32-36 46-48 '  122-144 mm
OQ 130-148 c. 35 46-49 118-135 mm

(SA, HW, SDR, Heinrich)
Weight 1 c? 156; 2 9  9 135, 135 g (SDR, SA).
colours of bare parts. Iris reddish- or orange-brown; fleshy circumorbital 

ring chrome yellow. Bill: upper mandible blackish brown, lower mandible basally 
grey, distally brown; extreme bill-tip whitish. Legs and feet slate-grey; claws homy 
white.

Garrulax striatus (Vigors)
K ey to  th e  Subspecies

Page
A A broad black stripe from eye to nape...........................G. s. cranbrooki 13
B No black stripe

1 Paler, less olive; larger........................................................G. s. striatus 10
2 Darker, more olive; smaller....................................................G. s. vibex 12
3 Darker than 2, more red-brown................................... G. s. sikkimensis 12

1279. W estern  S triated  Laughing T h ru sh . Garrulax striatus striatus
(Vigors)

Garrulus striatus Vigors, 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 7 
(Himalaya Mountains, restricted to Naini Tal by Baker, 1920, JBNHS 27: 245) 

Baker, FBI No. 177 (part), Vol. 1: 184

local names. None recorded.
size. Myna +5 length c. 28 cm (11 in.).
FIELD characters. A large umber-brown laughing thrush conspicuously

white-streaked, with a short thick 
bill and loose, mop-like crest.

brownish grey with paler streaks. 
Sexes alike.

x c- 1 Distinguished from the species
virgatus mainly by its larger size, 

crest, and lack of supercilium. G. lineatus is much smaller with dusky streaks.
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STATUS, distribution and  habitat. Resident, locally common, subject 
to  vertical movements. T he western H im alayas from K ulu  and  M andi to

Carrulax striatus

j

_______________ ll2 ____________ 8 o j - ^ ___________ 901

Distributional ranges
I H  striatus (1279). vibex (1280).

sikkimensis (1281). |1 1 1|1H||||| cranbrooki (1282).

G arhw al; from  1200 to 2700 m, m ostly betw een 2000 and 2700 m  in  sum m er. 
Affects dense forest and  better-w ooded nullahs and  ravines; local in  its 
choice o f hab ita t.

general habits. M ore arboreal than  m ost laughing thrushes, feeding 
in  the  canopy o f ta ll trees as well as in  undergrow th and  lower branches. 
K eeps in  pairs in  the  breeding season, otherwise in  small noisy parties of 
five to eight birds —  sometimes singly —  frequently in  association w ith 
o ther laughing thrushes and  trees pies; ra th e r parochial, frequenting the 
sam e pa tch  o f forest day  after day. O ften found a t fruiting trees in  com pany 
w ith  bulbuls, barbets and  fru it pigeons.

food. Insects, berries and  seeds.
voice and  calls. A  variety  of loud, discordant cackling notes resembling 

those o f a  dom estic fowl th a t has laid  an  egg, and  sometimes a  harsh un
m usical chorus o f chattering  laughter. A lively, rich whistling call rendered 
as oh see-saw-oh-whitey oh-white (From e), w hich usually betrays the presence 
o f the  birds a  long w ay off. A  frequent call-note is a  double whistle whe-ho, 
easily im itated  (Stanford). A larm , a  harsh oick-oick-oick-oick. O ther calls, 
doubtless variants o f above, under 1281.

breeding. Season, A pril to Ju ly , m ostly M ay  and  Ju n e . Nest, a  broad, 
shallow  cup strongly m ade o f coarse grass, twigs, rootlets, dead leaves, 
moss or green ferns, and  lined w ith rootlets. Placed in  a  sapling or am ong



climbers, from one to six metres above the ground. Eggs, alm ost invariab ly  
2, pale blue. Average size of 35 eggs 33*3 X 23-3 m m  (Baker). Brood-
parasitized by Clamator coromandus.

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from vibex (1280) in being paler, less olive.
Y o u n g ,  like adult but streaks on underparts not so sharp.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tail
(from skull)

145-165 27-28 139-148 mm
(SDR, CBT)

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1280.

1280. N epal S triated  Laughing T h ru sh . Garrulax striatus vibex R ip ley
Gamdax striatus vibex Ripley, 1950, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 63: 103 

(Godavari, Central Valley, Nepal)
Baker, FBI No. 177 (part), Vol. 1: 184 

local name. Bhiakura (Pahari, all laughing thrushes). 
size. M yna +  ; length c. 28 cm  (11 in .). 
field characters. As in 1279; see M useum  Diagnosis. 
status, distribution an d  habitat. C om m on resident, subject to some 

vertical movements. T he  central H im alayas from  eastern  K u m ao n  to 
eastern N epal; from  c. 1500 to 2700 m  descending to c. 1000 m  in  w inter. 
Affects dense forest and  thickets.

general habits, food and  voice. As in  1279. 
breeding. As in  1279.
Museum Diagnosis. Differs from striatus by smaller size and generally darker 

more olive-tin ted upper surface and flanks. From sikkimensis it differs by being 
distincdy lighter, less red-brown, particularly on the back and lower parts, the 
dark edging to the median streaks noticeably darker. 

measurements
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
& &  138-151 26-30 c. 42 128-138 mm
9 9 132-142 27-30 c. 42 126-139 mm

(BB, SDR, Rand & Fleming)
Weight 5 tfc?  126-148; 1 9  138 g (GD).
colours of bare parts. Iris brownish pink to dull brick-red with a thin 

yellow inner ring. Bill dark homy, paler on base of lower mandible. Legs and feet 
pale slate; claws homy; soles yellowish grey.

1281. Sikkim  S triated  Laughing T h ru sh . Garrulax striatus sikkimensis
(T icehurst)

Grammatoptila striata sikkimensis Ticehurst, 1924,
Bull. Brit. O m . Cl. 44: 104 (Sikkim)

Baker, FBI No. 177 (part), Vol. 1: 184 
P la te  73, fig. 4, facin g  p. 16 

local names. Nampiok-pho (Lepcha); Kopiam (Bhutea). 
size. M yna +  ; length c. 28 cm  (11 in .).
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field characters. As in 1279; see M useum  Diagnosis.
status, distribution and habitat. Com m on resident, subject to some 

vertical movements. Eastern N epal from the A run Kosi river to eastern 
B hutan. Breeds between 1500 and  2700 m , optim um  zone 1800-2400 m ; 
in w inter descends to c. 750 m  in  Sikkim and to the foothills of Bhutan! 
R ecorded also as high as 2700 m  in w inter. Affects dense rain-forest with 
heavy undergrow th; also secondary and  scrub jungle.

general habits and  food. As in 1279.
voice and  galls. As in  1279. Flocks keep up  a  sharp conversational 

squealing, rem iniscent of the Pariah  K ite 's (M ilvus migrans). Song, recorded 
in  Sikkim and  B hutan —  doubtless variants o f those under 1279 —  a  loud 
rich  m usical whistle u ttered  w ith shaggy crest erected O-willyou-willyou- 
wit sometimes ending w ith  wit-witoo. Tw o common variants of this are 
wheeyou-you-witoo and  white to greet you (accent on greet). These phrases repeated 
unvaryingly every 3 to 5 seconds for m any m inutes from the same stance. 
A nother call is ra th e r rem iniscent o f the c b rain  fever 5 call of hawk-cuckoo, 
tiwo-wo (first wo loudest) repeated  singly a t intervals, no t in runs or crescendo.

breeding. As in  1279. Eggs said to be m ore pointed than  those of the 
western races. Average size of 16 eggs 33-1 X 22-7 m m  (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. Differs from vibex in being darker, more red-brown.
measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

& Q 1 126-152 23-30 39-47 121-137 mm
(mostly 130-142)

(SA, SDR, GBT, Stresemann)
Weight 1 92; 3 9 9 99-106 g (SA).
colours of bare  pa rts. Iris reddish brown (the iris of one specimen examined 

immediately after death was pinkish biscuit colour; two hours later brownish scarlet. 
SA). Bill blackish brown. Legs and feet plumbeous; claws homy brown.

1282. A ssam  S tria ted  L aughing T h ru sh . Garrulax striatus cranbrooki
(K innear)

Grammatoptila striata cranbrooki Kinnear, 1932, Bull.
Brit. Orn. Cl. 53: 79 (Adung Valley, Burma)

Garrulax striatus brahmaputra Hachisuka, 1953, Auk 70: 92.
New name for Grammatoptila austeni Oates, preoccupied.

Grammatoptila austeni Oates, 1889, Fauna Brit. India, Birds 1: 104 (Dafla and Naga 
Hills, Assam). Not Trochalopteron Austeni Godwin-Austen, 1870 

=  Garrulax austeni austeni (God win-Austen)
Baker, FBI No. 178, Vol. 1: 185

local name. Daopa (Cachari).
size. M yna + ;  length c. 28 cm  (11 in.).
field characters. As in  1279 bu t w ith a  broad black stripe on side of 

crest from  eye to nape, and  no shaft-streaks on crown.

1 A remarkable disproportion in the sexes has been noted. Of 14 specimens collected in 
Sikkim and Bhutan between January and April in different years, 13 birds in a row proved 
to be female, only the last being a male ! It is difficult to accept this as mere coincidence (SA).
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STATUS, distribution and habitat. Common resident. From eastern 
Bhutan through NEFA to the Mishmi Hills, and Assam in the Khasi and 
Cachar hills, Nagaland and M anipur (?); from c. 1400 to a t least 2400 m, 
reaching the foothills in winter (600 m in NEFA). Affects deep forest of 
great trees with plenty of undergrowth.

Extralimital. The Chin Hills of Burma. 
general habits, food and voice. As in 1279, q.v.
breeding. Season, April to August, chiefly M ay and June. Nest as in 

1279. Eggs, 2 or 3, pale blue. Average size of 34 eggs 31-5 X 23-5 mm 
(Baker). Both sexes share, at least, incubation.

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tail
(from skull)

134-149 29-31 120-129 mm
9 9 133-143 c. 31 127-130 mm

(Kinnear, SDR, HW)
colours of bare  parts. Iris reddish brown. Bill blackish brown. Legs and 

feet greyish brown; soles yellowish.

Garrulax leucolophus (Hardwicke)

K ey  to  th e Subspecies
Abdomen paler, pectoral belt rufous.......................G. 1. leucolophus
Abdomen darker, pectoral belt chestnut...................G. L patkaicus

1283. H im alayan  W h itecrested  Laughing T h ra sh . Garrulax 
leucolophus leucolophus (Hardwicke)

Corvus leucolophus Hardwicke, 1815, Trans. Linn. Soc.
London 11: 208, pi. 15 (Mts above Hardwar)

Baker, FBI No. 128 (part), Vol. Is 146 
V ol. 6, p la te  721

local names. Rawil-kahy (Hindi); Karrio-pho (Lepcha); Karria-goka (Bhutea); 
Puhu (Mishmi).

size. Myna + ;  length c. 28 cm (11 in.).
field characters. An unmistakable large olive-brown laughing thrush 

with a white crested head, throat and breast and prominent black eye- 
mask.

Above, crown and crest white becoming slightly ashy on nape. A broad 
eye-stripe from lores to ear-coverts je t black. A rufous collar blending into 
the olive-brown back. Tail blackish. Below , throat, sides of neck and breast 
white bordered by a rufous band joining the nuchal collar. Belly olive- 
brown. Sexes alike.

1 The Burmese race belonged, illustrated, differs from the nominate (1283) chiefly in having 
the white of breast extending further down and diffusing into rufous abdomen instead of a 
clear-cut separation of the two colours.
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STATUS, distribution and  habitat. Com m on resident. T he Him alayas 
from  C ham ba east through Nepal, Sikkim, N. Bengal (Jalpaiguri district), 
B hutan  and  NEFA to the M ishmi H ills; from the duars and foothills to 
1700 m , locally (Sikkim) up  to 2100 m , extending to adjacent plains in the 
eastern h a lf of its range (east of N epal). O ptim um  breeding zone 600 to 
1500 m. O bserved a t 1700 m  in  w inter; there m ay be some downward move
m ent in the cold season. Affects forest w ith dense undergrow th and  secondary 
scrub and  bam boo jungle  —  especially broken foothills country w ith wooded 
ravines an d  bordering terraced cultivation.

x c. 1

general habits. A  very noisy species, gregarious a t all seasons, keeping 
in flocks of six to  twelve, sometimes up  to forty individuals; often accom
panied  by  o ther laughing thrushes, tree pies, Green Magpies and occa
sionally R ed  Junglefowl. Feeds m ostly on the ground, turn ing  over and 
flicking aside dead leaves, u ttering  soft single contact chuckles continuously. 
Shy as a  ru le  b u t m ay also be very inquisitive. V ery boisterous when dis
tu rbed , exploding into, choruses o f loud cackling * laughter ’. T he flocks 
move abou t in  scattered follow-my-leader style from tree to tree, three or 
four birds sometimes perching huddled  up  affectionately on a  twig for a 
b rief m om ent. O n  the ground  they progress in long bouncing or volplaning 
hops. Like its w hite-throated  congener (1274) often seen r u m m a g in g  for 
scraps am ong wood ashes on the site o f pilgrims’ or m uleteers’ bivouacs.

food. Chiefly insects, berries an d  seeds; also small reptiles and  flower- 
nectar. L arger items held under foot and  torn  w ith bill o r hacked by vigorous 
ham m er blows o f the bill.

voice and  calls. O ne o f the  noisiest birds, always calling one another 
w ith a  variety  o f notes, bursting ou t every now  and  again into a  cacophony 
o f cackling choruses * in  w hich each m em ber tries to outshout the rest ’ 
(Baker). O ne b ird  leads w ith a loud, pleasant pick or pick-wo and  the whole 
flock chimes in  w ith a  tum ult o f discordant cackling; throughout the per
form ance the  leader beats tim e w ith his pick-wo refrain a t regular intervals, 
bill raised skyward an d  his half-drooped wings flu ttering— as if conducting 
an  orchestra! (SA). O n the  ground these outbursts are often accom panied 
by  dancing, posturing and  flapping o f wings by the entire company. In  the 
distance the  clam our sounds no t unlike the yelping o f a  pack of hounds in 
full cry. I t  has also been ap tly  rendered by one observer (Zafar Futehally) 
as Re-re-re, marigio, marigio, marigio, etc. ( =  ‘ I  am  dead ’ or ‘ H e lp ! m u rd er! ’ 
in  G ujarati).

breeding. Season, end  o f M arch  to Septem ber. M ostly April to June . 
Nest, a  large b u t shallow cup roughly m ade o f grass, bam boo leaves, roots,
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moss or other m aterial, loosely boim d w ith  creepers an d  tendrils, an d  lined 
w ith rootlets. Generally placed in  shrubs w ithin reach  o f the  h an d  am ong 
low, dense jungle, sometimes as high as six m etres. Eggs, 3 to  6, norm ally  
4, white w ith innum erable tiny pits over the  whole surface. A verage size 
o f 30 eggs 29-2 X 23-5 m m  (Baker). Both sexes in cu b a te ; incubation  
period about 14 days. Frequently  brood-parasitized by the  cuckoos Cla- 
mator jacobinus and  C. coromandus.

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from patkaicus in being paler; nuchal collar and 
pectoral belt rufous.

Y o u n g ,  like adult but crest shorter; nuchal feathers ashy brown. More fer
ruginous on upperparts; coverts and outer edges of wing more rusty; underparts 
suffused with dull vinaceous brown. Postjuvenal moult complete.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
124-136 28-30 46-48 125-131 mm

9 9 129-138 27-30 45-49 125-135 mm
(BB, SA, Rand & Fleming)

<^9 130-140 (SDR)
Weight 3 (fc f  123-129; 5 9 9* 119-123 g (GD, SA).
colours of bare parts. Iris reddish brown; orbital skin pale bluish slate. 

Bill black. Legs and feet dull black or plumbeous; claws dark hom y; sole yellowish 
grey.

1284. A s s a m  W h ite  c r e s te d  L a u g h in g  T h r u s h .  Garrulax leuco tophus
patkaicus Reichenow

Garrulax patkaicus Reichenow, 1913, Jour. f. O ra. 61: 557 
(Patkai Mountains, Upper Burma)

Garrulax leucolophus hardwickii Ticehurst, 1926, Bull.
Brit. O ra. Cl. 46: 113 (Naga Hills)

Baker, FBI No. 128 (part), Vol. 1: 146

local names. Naga-dhaopuleka (Assam); Dao-flantu (Cachari); Ngo (Naga). 
size. M yna +  ; length  c. 28 cm  (11 in .).
FIELD characters. As in  1283; see M useum  Diagnosis.
STATUS, distribution an d  habitat. C om m on resident. T h e  hills o f 

Assam, N agaland a n d  M an ipu r, a n d  East Pakistan  in  the  no rtheastern  hills 
an d  the C hittagong region; from  the  base o f the  hills to  c. 1800 m , m ost 
common between 400 an d  800 m . Affects deep forest, dense secondary  grow th  
on abandoned cultivation and , less often, bam boo-jungle.

Extralimital. N orthern  and  w estern Burm a. O th e r  races in  T h ailan d , 
the Indochinese countries and  western Sum atra . 

general habits, food and  voice. As in  1283. 
breeding. As in  1283.
Museum Diagnosis. Differs from the nominate race (1283) in being darker, 

especially on belly; nuchal collar and pectoral belt chestnut. 
measurements and colours of bare parts. As in 1283.
Weight cfi 9 104-130 g (SDR).
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PLATE 73
1 Garrulax p. phoeniceus, Crimsonwinged Laughing Thrush (1331). 2 Garrulax e. nigrimentus, Redheaded 
Laughing Thrush (1326). 3 Pomatorhinus f .  ferruginosus, Coralbilled Scimitar Babbler (1186). 4 Garrulax 
s, sikkimensis, Striated Laughing Thrush (1281). 5 Pomatorhinus r. godwini, Rufousnecked Scimitar 
Babbler (1179). 6 Garrulax r. rufogularis, Rufouschinned Laughing Thrush (1294). 1 Garrulax c. 
caerulatus, Grevsided Laughing Thrush (1300). 8 Garrulax o, ocellatus, Whitespotted Laughing Thrush 
(1299). 9 Garrulax squamatus, Bluewinged Laughing Thrush (1319). 10 Xiphirhynchus s. supercilious, 
Slenderbilled Scimitar Babbler (1191).



1285. C hestnutbacked Laughing T hrush. G arru lax  chinensis nuchalis .
Godwin-Austen ^

Garrulax nuchalis Godwin-Austen, 1876, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. 18: 411 
(Khasi-Naga Hills, North Bengal)
Baker, FBI No. 121, Vol. 1: 140 

VoL 6, plate 71

local name. Pak-chi-loka (Trans-Dikku Naga).
size. M yna; length c. 23 cm  (9 in.).
FIELD characters. A bove , forehead, lores, eye-rim and  a  short stripe 

behind eye black. Ear-coverts and  sides o f neck white. Grown slaty with a 
few sm all w hite feathers in  front. A  b road  rufous-chestnut nuchal collar. 
R est of upperparts olive-brown, the outer edge o f w ing light grey and  the 
tip  o f tail black. B e lo w , chin and  th ro a t black. Breast pale grey. Belly olive- 
brow n. Sexes alike.

T he  large w hite cheek-patch in  com bination w ith the black th roat and 
rufous collar identifies this species.

status, distribution and  habitat. Resident, locally common. From  
the M ishm i Hills south through East L akhim pur, the  Patkai Range, N aga
land, east M an ip u r; from  the base o f the hills to c. 900 m . Affects thick 
scrub jung le  on broken ground, and  rocky scrub-clad ravines; also high 
grass.

E x tr a lim ita l. Extends to no rthern  Burm a. T he  species ranges east to 
V ietnam , H ain an  and  K w angtung.

general habits. Keeps in  sm all parties sometimes in com pany w ith 
o ther laughing thrushes, feeding on the  ground in  thick scrub, each bird 
every now  and  then  clam bering up  to the top o f a  bush and  uttering loud 
calls and  soon jo ined  in  chorus by the others.

food. Insects (ants etc.) recorded. Presum ably also berries and  seeds.
voice and  calls. An unm istakable churr w hen a larm ed; a  rich, loud 

whistling song o f four or five notes which a t once a ttracts atten tion  (Smy- 
thies). Gall-note, a  soft ch ip  (Stanford).

breeding. Season , M arch  to Ju ly , m ostly M ay and June . N e s t, a neat 
and  com pact cup o f bracken w ith an  inner layer o f dead leaves and broad 
grass-blades, lined w ith moss, rootlets an d  fibres. Placed in  dense-foliaged 
bushes w ithin a  m etre o r so from  the ground. E g g s , 3 sometimes 2, very pale 
blue (an abnorm al clutch o f w hite eggs has been taken). Average size of 
40 eggs 28*5 X 20*7 m m  (Baker). Both birds incubate. Sits very close, 
bu t slips aw ay quietly into the low jungle  when approached, u ttering a 
low chuckle as it disappears.

M useum D iagnosis. G. propinquus of southern Burma (Vol. 6, plate 72) lacks 
the rufous collar.

measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

c?9  106-117 26-27 c. 40 106-115 mm
(HW, Baker)

colours of bare parts. Iris blood-red to brick red; orbital skin grey. Bill 
black. Legs and feet pale fleshy or fleshy grey.
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1286. Yellow throated Laughing T h ru sh . G a rru la x  g a lb a n u s
palb anus Godwin- Austeno

Garrulax galbanus Godwin-Austen, 1874, Proc. Zool. Soc.
London: 44, pi. 10 (Manipur Valley, NE. Bengal)

Garrulax galbanus galbanatus Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst.
Regional Exploration, No. 1: 2 (Blue Mountain, Lushai Hills)

Baker, FBI No. 127, Vol. 1: 107 
V ol. 6, p late  71

local names. None recorded.
size. M yna; length c. 23 cm  (9 in .).
field characters. A  striking-looking laughing th rush  w ith  a  black 

face and chin and  yellow underparts. Above, crow n a n d  nap e  ashy-brow n 
with a  th in  whitish supercilium ; rest o f head  black. R em ainder o f upper- 
parts ochraceous brow n. O u te r rectrices w ith  b road  w hite tips preceded 
by black. Below, chin  black. R est o f underparts pale  yellow, w ashed w ith  
olive on flanks. U nder tail-coverts white. Sexes alike.

In  flight, the w hite o f the rectrices a n d  the  u n d er tail-coverts m ake it 
very conspicuous.

status, distribution and  habitat. R esident, locally com m on. N agaland , 
M anipur, Assam in  the  C achar an d  M izo (Lushai) hills, a n d  E ast Pakistan  
in the C hittagong region; from  c. 800 to  1800 m . Affects open jung le , tall 
grass interm ixed w ith trees an d  shrubs a n d  outskirts o f dense evergreen 
forest.

E x tr a lim ita l. T he  C hin Hills o f Burm a. A no ther race  in  no rtheastern  
Kiangsi.

general habits. Keeps in pairs or sm all parties of up  to six individuals, 
sometimes in  larger flocks (‘ 5 0 -8 0 ’ —  H um e), often in  association witl^ 
G . ruficollis. Feeds on the  g round ; always on the m ove in  foliow -m y-leader 
style through the long grass; w hen flushed flies up  in to  trees a n d  th reads 
its w ay through the branches.

food. Chiefly insects; also sm all seeds.
voice and  calls. A  feeble chirping call frequently  u ttered .
breeding. Season , A pril to Ju n e . N e s t , a  cup roughly  m ade o f grass stems, 

bam boo leaves, creepers an d  fine twigs, lined  w ith  yellow grass-seed stems 
or rootlets; the yellow lining seems to be a  distinguishing feature. P laced 
in the fork o f a  bush betw een 30 cm  and  3 m  above the  ground. E g g s , no rm al
ly 3, sometimes 2, exceptionally 4, w hite or 6 occasionally very pale  b lue \  
Average size of 80 eggs 25-8 X 18*6 m m  (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from feathers)

d*9 92-96 20-22 c. 35 c. 105-110 mm
(Baker)

Weight 2 56, 57; 1 9 55 g (SDR).
colours of bare PARTS. Iris pinkish brown to  reddish brown; orbital skin 

blue. Bill black. Legs and feet blackish grey.
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Garrulax delesserti (Jerdon)

K ey to  th e Subspecies
All rectrices blackish brown......... . . . . .....................G. d. delesserti
Four outer rectrices rufous.................................... . . .G .  d. gularis

1287. W ynaad Laughing T h ru sh . Garrulax delesserti delesserti (Jerdon)

Crateropus delesserti Jerdon, 1839 (Oct.), Madras Jour.
Lit. Sci. 10: 256 (Wynaad, S. India)

Baker, FBI No. 131, Vol. 1: 149 
P la te  74, fig. 5, facing  p. 32

local names. Patungan kili (Malayalam); Pun kuruvi (Tamil). 
size. M yna; length c. 23 cm  (9 in .).
field characters. A n uncrested laughing thrush, chiefly chestnut- 

brow n above, ashy an d  chestnut below. Crown and  nape  brownish slate. 
Lores, eye-rim  and  ear-coverts black. Bill mostly yellow. Back chestnut- 
brow n. T ail blackish brow n. Below, th ro a t w hite; breast ashy grey. Lower 
belly an d  under tail-coverts rufous. Legs dusky yellow. Sexes alike.

status, distribution and  habitat. Resident, locally common. R ange 
disjunct from  th a t o f the  subspecies gularis o f northeastern In d ia : the hills 
o f southwest In d ia  from  G oa and  Belgaum south through western Mysore,

Garrulax delesserti

|60 170__________ 80 ^  90 1 100|V \
Distributional ranges

|  delesserti (1287) gularis (1288).

K erala  and  western T am il N ad u ; from the base o f the hills to the highest 
elevations. Affects hum id  ra in  forest w ith dense undergrow th o f Strobilanthes, 
thorny  cane-brakes and  cardam om  sholas.



general habits. V ery gregarious. Keeps in  flocks o f  six to fifteen and  
sometimes up to  forty or fifty individuals. Feeds m ostly on the  ground, 
rum m aging am ong the m ulch, tu rn ing  over o r flicking aside dead  leaves, 
and  occasionally ascending small trees. A  half-dozen birds m ay  often be 
seen huddled affectionately on the  same b ranch , p reen ing  each  o ther. 
A great skulker: scuttles into cover on the least d isturbance, the  birds hopping  
swiftly from bush to bush, u ttering  a  chorus o f squeaky shrieks as they 
disappear.

food. M ostly insects; also berries and  seeds.
voice and calls. Characteristic shrill chattering  an d  cackling o f the 

genus, starting w ith one individual, followed one after ano ther by  the  rest 
of the flock till it finally ends up  in a chorus o f loud, d iscordan t ‘ laugh ter ’ 
(SA). Also an  occasional low harsh  churring  a n d  a  call-note sim ilar to  the  
chirp o f a  fledgling thrush. Voice very sim ilar to th a t o f Turdoides subrufus, 
1260 (La Personne).

breeding. Season, ill-defined; m ostly du ring  the  m onsoon: A pril to  
August in K erala, Ju ly  to Septem ber in  K an ara . T h ere  is also evidence o f 
breeding in Decem ber, F ebruary  and  M arch . Nest, a  bulky, un tid y  semi- 
dom ed cup of twigs, creepers an d  roots, lined w ith rootlets. P laced in  bushes, 
saplings or Strobilanthes plants, w ithin  a  couple o f m etres from  the  ground. 
Eggs, 3 or sometimes 4, rarely  m ore, white. A verage size o f 50 eggs 27*5 X 
21*3 m m  (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. Differs from gularis in having the crown and nape darker, 
the feathers of the forehead tipped with black. Back a darker chestnut-brown; 
tail darker with the under surface blackish brown, not rufous. Underparts white, not 
yellow; less grey on breast.

J u v e n i l e  and first-winter birds similar to adult but slightly duller above; 
coverts and edges of wings not so deep chestnut; showing the normal differences 
of the subfamily Timaliinae, namely the possession of a soft blunt first primary and 
narrow, pointed rectrices. Postjuvenal moult complete.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
100-113 30-31 c. 39 97-107 mm

9 9 108—113 c. 31 — 101—106 mm
(SA)

colours of bare  pa rts. A d u l t :  Iris scarlet or ‘ maroon-brown \  Gape and 
upper mandible dark homy brown, lower mandible pale yellowish flesh; palate 
yellow, gullet pink. Legs, feet and claws pinkish flesh with grey tinge. J u v e n i l e  
and i m m a t u r e :  Iris pale pinkish buff. Eye-rim bright yellow, orbital skin paler 
yellow. Bill: upper mandible homy brown except tip, nostrils, lores and a spot 
on culmen-near forehead, which are yellow; gape and lower mandible bright yellow. 
Legs and feet dusky yellow, claws paler.

One specimen (age?): Iris brownish orange. A bare post-orbital patch bluish 
slate. Bill: upper mandible homy brown, lower pale yellow or cream. Legs and 
feet dirty brownish grey; claws creamy white.
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1288. Y ellow breasted Laughing T hrush . Garrulax delesserti gularis
(M cClelland)

Ianthocincla gularis McClelland, 1839 (1840),
(Oct. 22, 1839 =  March 1840), Proc. Zool. Soc. London : 159 (Assam)

Garrulax gularis gratior Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst.
Regional Exploration, No. 1: 2 (Sangau, Lushai Hills)

Baker, FBI No. 136, Vol. 1: 152
local names. None recorded.
size. M yna; length c. 23 cm (9 in .).
field characters. As in 1287 b u t white of underparts replaced by 

yellow, the four ou ter rectrices rufous and  the bill entirely black. Seen 
from  below, the tail is rufous, no t blackish. Sexes alike.

status, distribution and  habitat. Resident, locally common. The 
H im alayan foothills of eastern B hutan and  N EFA  (mostly confined to the 
base of the hills), the hills of Assam, N agaland and  M anipur, and  East Pakistan 
in the northeastern hills and  the C hittagong region; from c. 1000 to 1800 m. 
Affects thick evergreen undergrow th, dense secondary growth, less often 
bam boo and  scrub jungle.

Extralimital. N orthern  B urm a an d  northern  Laos. R ange widely disjunct 
from  th a t o f the nom inate race (southwest In d ia ).

general habits and food. As in 1287, q.v.
voice and  calls. A  loud, ra th e r sweet whistle in addition to the usual 

- cackling notes o f its kind (Baker).
breeding. Season, A pril to Ju ly , m ostly M ay. Nest as in 1287. Eggs, 

generally  3, sometimes 2, w hite or pale blue. Average size o f 100 eggs 
29*2 X 20-5 m m  (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. Differs from delesserti in having the back olive-brown 
tinged with rufous instead of chestnut-brown. Crown and nape slate grey. Tail 
less blackish above, rufous below, the four outer rectrices being rufous. Sides of 
breast a darker grey. White of underparts replaced by primrose yellow in fresh 
specimens. This colour however fades rapidly in museum skins and becomes white. 
The resemblange between the two forms then becomes so striking that they may 
casually be confused. However, wing in gularis usually under 100 mm, in delesserti 
usually 100 mm or over.

Y o u n g ,  like adult but wings richer in colour; ashy grey of breast mixed with 
rusty; crown black fringed at base with rufous.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
d*9 95-104 29-32 38-42 90-94 mm

(Baker, MD, SA)
Weight 1 c? 92 g (SDR).
colours of bare parts. Iris reddish brown. Bill black. Legs and feet yellowish 

orange.
Garrulax variegatus (Vigors)

K ey to  th e Subspecies
Edges of primaries grey...................................................G. v. sirnilis
Edges of primaries yellow...........................................G. v. variegatus
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1289. W estern V ariegated  Laughing T h ru sh . Garrulax variegatus
similis (Hum e)

Trochalopteron simile Hume, 1871, Ibis: 408 (Far Northwest =  Gilgit)
Baker, FBI No. 163, Vol. 1: 174

local names. None recorded.
size. M yna ± ;  length c. 24 cm  (10 in .).
FIELD characters. Above, forehead, taw ny; lores black. Grow n, nape  

and ear-coverts dark  grey w ith a short w hite streak beh ind  eye. Back, ru m p  
and upper tail-coverts olive-brown. W ings silvery grey w ith  a  b lack  a n d  a 
rufous shoulder-patch and  a  larger black patch  on  centre  o f w ing ; second
aries blackish tipped w ith white. T ail black, distally grey w ith  w hite  tip , 
the la tter colour m ore in evidence w hen tail is spread. Below, ch in  a n d  centre  
o f th roat black, broadly bordered w ith  buff. B reast a n d  flanks pale  olive- 
brown. Lower belly and  under tail-coverts rufous. Sexes alike.

T he black and  grey p a tte rn  o f w ing and  tail, w hitish cheeks a n d  black 
band  down centre o f th roat identify this species.

status, distribution and  habitat. C om m on resident, subject to  vertical 
movements. T he western H im alayas from  K oha t, C h itra l an d  G ilgit east 
through the m ountains o f no rthern  W est Pakistan, the  o u te r ranges o f 
K ashm ir to L ahul an d  G ham ba, m eeting the  nom inate  race  in  Saraj. In  
K angra  both  subspecies m ay be seen on the  sam e g round  in  w inter, som e
times in  the same flock. Breeds betw een 1800 an d  3300 m , m ostly above 
2400 m. Found in w inter from  1200 to a t  least 2100 m . A ccording to  F u lton

Garrulax variegatus and G. cineraceus

J 60 \10 80 ^  901 loolv  \
Distributional ranges

G. v. similis (1289). G. v. variegatus (1290).
I  G. c. cineraceus (1291).



(JBN HS 16:47),  it is comm on in C hitral ‘ throughout the year up to 1800 m 
Affects open forest of fir and  birch w ith dense rhododendron and  ringal 
bam boo grow th, patches o f Viburnum a t the forest edges as well as various 
types of dense jungle, especially in w inter. Occasionally enters gardens. 
Has adap ted  itself to open willow groves in the C handra  and Bhaga valleys 
in  L ahul, H im achal Pradesh (Alexander, H . G., 1951, JB N H S 49: 609).

general habits. A  great skulker. Keeps in  pairs during the breeding 
season, otherwise in flocks up  to tw enty or more. Feeds am ong bushes but 
often ascends trees, hopping energetically from  branch to branch close to 
the trunk, diving into cover on alarm . Flight weak, interspersed with short 
sailings, tail spread wide.

food. Insects, berries a n d  fruits.
voice an d  calls. L oud musical whistles rendered as weet-a-weer or 

weet-a-woo-weer, far-reaching and  unm istakable (Bates); also transcribed as 
zdrip-diu-i-wiuh an d  dio-pi-wiah (i pronounced as ee) often well represented 
by the words choky william  ‘ which is im m ediately taken up  by hidden 
accomplices in  the bushes around  ’ (M agrath). In  the non-breeding season, 
w hen in  flocks, often call w ith a  pte-weer sim ilar to th a t o f the Streaked 
Laughing T hrush  b u t louder and  clearer; when alarm ed, utters subdued 
m uttering  an d  squealing notes which sound like a  nestful of young chicks 
clam ouring for food (Bates).

breeding. Season, A pril to August, chiefly M ay and  June . Nest, a  large 
and  som ew hat un tidy  cup o f grass w ith some strips of birch bark, leaves or 
moss, lined w ith rootlets, finer grass or pine needles. Usually placed in 
bushes, abou t one m etre off the ground, sometimes in  the fork of a  small tree 
up  to six m etres o r so. Eggs, norm ally 3, sometimes 2, rarely  4, blue or blue- 
green profusely blotched and  spotted, especially near the large end, with 
liver-brown, red-brow n, dark  brow n or brownish black. Average size of 
60 eggs 27*8 X 21 m m  (Baker). Both sexes incubate. Sometimes brood- 
parasitized by In d ian  Cuckoo (Cuculus micropterus, 576).

M useum D iagnosis. Differs from nominate variegatus (1290) in having the 
outer webs of wing-feathers grey and the yellow on tail replaced by grey.

measurements. As in 1290.
Weight 10 (f  9 (Apr.-May) 59-72 (av. 64-5) g — SA.
colours of bare parts. Iris peridot-green (Meinertzhagen). Bill black. Legs 

and feet flesh-colour.

1290. E a ste rn  V ariegated  Laughing T h rash . Garrulax variegatus
variegatus (Vigors)

Cinclosoma variegatum Vigors, 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 56 
(Himalayas =  Simla-Almora area, according to Ticehurst & Whistler, 1924, Ibis: 471)

Baker, FBI No. 162, Vol. 1: 173 
V ol. 6, p la te  71

local name. Ganza (Nepal).
size. M yna i ;  length c. 24 cm  (10 in.).
field characters. As in  1289 b u t grey o f wings and tail replaced by 

yellow. G rey head, w hite cheeks, black band  down centre o f throat, yellow 
in  wings and  tail and  rusty underparts are leading pointers. Sexes alike.
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STATUS distribution and  habitat. Com m on resident, subject to vertical 
movements. F rom  the K areri Lake betw een D harm sala  a n d  D alhousie 
(c 76°E ) east to central N epal. O ne o f the  highest a ltitude  laughing 
thrushes; breeds from 2100 m  to 3300 m  on the  D uala  D h a r a n d  aro u n d  
Simla, generally above 2400 in G arhw al, and  from  2700 m  to  tree-line 
(4100 m) in Nepal. F rom  O ctober to  M arch , usually below  2100 m , dow n 
to 1000 m  b u t also recorded as high as 2700 m  a t  this season in  N epal. 
Affects forests o f oak, fir or birch w ith  dense undergrow th  o f rhododendron  
and  other bushes, or d w arf rhododendron patches a t  or above tim ber-line. 
In  w inter frequents steep hillsides w ith  dense ringal bam boo, b r ia r  and  
other undergrow th.

general habits, food and  voice. As in 1289. Shrill m usical whistles 
p'ti-pieeyou o r pitee-whee as contact calls (SA).

breeding. As in  1289.
M useum D iagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. cit. Colouring of 

edgings of primaries and of rectrices very variable. Typically these are yellow, 
varying from golden to orange and even olive-yellow, but specimens with reddish 
orange, orange-brown and pink have been recorded.

Y o u n g ,  a dull version of the adult, a little darker above and less bright below.
measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

101-109 c. 23 c. 38 c. 120 mm
9 9 98-103 — — — mm

(Rand & Fleming, MD)
(from feathers)

c?9  102-112 £. 20 c. 38 c. 130 mm
(Baker)

Weight 2 <5V 67, 69 g (GD).
colours of bare  parts. Iris pale yellow-green, brown, raw sienna-brown, pale 

yellowish brown. Bill black. Legs and feet pale reddish orange-brown (Hume) 
or Iris pale yellow. Bill dark brown, yellowish at base of lower mandible. Legs and 
feet pale brown (HW).

1291. Ashy Laughing T h ru sh . Garrulax drieraceus drieraceus
(Godwrin-Austen)

Trochalopteron drieraceum Godwin-Austen, 1874, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 45
(Manipur Valley, NE. Bengal)

Baker, FBI No. 141, Vol. Is 156
local name. Lehu (Angami Naga).
size. M yna; length c. 22 cm  (9 in .).
field characters. Above, forehead an d  centre  o f crow n to  n ap e  black. 

Lores, orb ita l a rea  an d  ear-coverts whitish. A  short b lack  eye-stripe an d  
black m oustachial stripe breaking  in to  short streaks on sides o f head . Sides 
of crown and  back um ber-b row n; ta il g rad u a ted , o f sam e colour writh a 
black subterm inal band  an d  tipped  w ith  w hite, especially conspicuous 
when tail is spread. W ing edged wdth ashy, the  secondaries w ith  b road
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subterm inal black band  tipped w ith a th in  white crescent. Below, throat 
huffish w ith short dark  streaks. Breast pinkish grey. Belly and under tail- 
coverts tawny-olive. Sexes alike.

T he  w hite crescents on black w ing-tip and  streaked th roat in conjunction 
w ith the w hite tips of tail identify this species.

status, distribution and  habitat. Com m on resident, subject to seasonal 
vertical movements. Assam in  the G achar hills, N agaland and M anipur 
(see m ap, p. 22). Breeds from 1500 m  upw ards, generally above 1800 m. 
T y tler [apud Baker) found it breeding between 2100 and  2400 m  near K ohim a 
(N agaland) while R ipley (JBN HS 50: 496) m et w ith it between 1200 and 
1500 m  in  w inter in  the same region. Affects thick bushes in  dam p forest 
and  thick scrub an d  secondary grow th near villages or cultivation. Avoids 
high or shady forest.

Extralimital. T he  G hin Hills of Burm a. T he species extends to northern  
Burm a, western Y unnan  and  southeastern Szechuan.

general habits. Keeps in  pairs in the breeding season, otherwise in 
small parties. Feeds m ostly on the ground scratching and  tu rn ing  over dead 
leaves, or even cattle  dung  in  search o f insects.

food. Insects an d  berries.
voice an d  calls. A  variety  of low, ra th e r musical calls. A larm , a  thrush

like call. Song, usually u ttered  from  a  bush-top, a  loud du-duuid reminiscent 
o f call o f Pomatorhinns erytkrogenys (Schafer).

breeding. Season, A pril to  Ju n e . Nest, a  cup of moss, leaves, roodets, 
grass an d  twigs, lined w ith  rootlets or fine stems. Placed in thick bushes 
w ithin two m etres o f the  ground. Eggs, 2 o r 3, unspotted blue. Average 
size o f 150 eggs 25-3 X 18*6 m m  (Baker). Brood-parasitized by Hawk- 
Cuckoo (Cuculus varius).

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters.
measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from feathers)

(J* 9 86—89 c. 20 c. 32 r. 100 mm
(Baker)

Wing, 2 cfcJ’1 90, 92; 2 9 9 88, 88 mm (Heinrich).
Weight 4 cfi 9 47-51 g (SDR).
colours of bare parts. Iris creamy yellow to pinkish cream. Bill: upper 

mandible brownish horn, lower yellowish or whitish horn. Legs and feet pale brown
ish flesh.

Garrulax rufogularis (Gould)

K ey to th e Subspecies
Page

A Crown dark brown or blackish brown
1 Ear-coverts rufous...........................................................G. r. occidentals 26
2 Ear-coverts black.................................................................G. r. rufogularis 27

B Crown black, tail chestnut-brown
3 Rusty of throat extending to breast.................................G. r. rufitinctus 28
4 Rusty of throat more restricted

a Greyer below, paler above......................................... G. r. rufiberbis 28
b Less grey below, darker above.......................... G. r. assamensis 29
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1992 1293. W estern Rufous chinned Laughing T h ru sh . Gartulax
rufogularis occidentalis (H artert)

Ianthocincla rufogularis occidentalis Hartert, 1909, V6g. pal. Fauna 1.635
(Dehra Dun)

Gam’lax rufogularis grosvenori Ripley, 1950, Prric. Biol. Soc. Washington 63: 104 
(Rekcha, Dailekh Dist., western Nepal)

Baker, FBI No. 145, Vol. 1: 159

local names. None recorded.
size. M yna; length c. 22 cm  (9 in .).
field characters. As in  nom inate rufogularis (1294) b u t ear-coverts 

rufous, white apical crescents on secondaries th inner an d  less ap p aren t, 
upperparts, especially tail, m ore olive and  spotting on un d erp a rts  lighter.^ 

status, distribution and  habitat. R esident, locally com m on. T h e  
western H im alayan foothills from  M urree  (W est Pakistan) a n d  L olab

Garrulax rufogularis
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Distributional ranges
IHIllllI occidentalis (1292). jgjsg-l rufogularis (1294). t=—■ 1 rufiberbis (1295a). 
m i  assamensis (1296). WOMk rufitinctus (1295).

(Kashm ir) east to central N epal; from  c. 600 to 1800 m , m ostly 900 to 1200 m . 
Affects dense thickets and  scrub jung le  especially on  the  edges o f cu ltivation . 

general habits, food an d  voice. As in  1294.
breeding. Season^ A pril to August. Nest a n d  eggs (c/2 o r 3) as in  1294. 

Average size of 20 eggs 26-1 x  19-4 m m  (Baker).
M useum D iagnosis. As rufogularis (1294) but paler, more olive, less rufous 

above; ear-coverts rusty red. See also Field Characters. 
measurements and colours of bare pa rts . As in 1294.



1294. R u fo u s c h in n e d  L a u g h in g  T h ru s h .  G arru lax  rufogularis rufogularis
(Gould)

Ianthocincla rufogularis Gould, 1835, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 48 
(Himalayas =  Sikkim)

Cinclosoma rufimenta Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 148 (Nepal =  Kathmandu)
Baker, FBI No. 143, Vol. 1: 158 

P late  73, fig. 6, facing  p. 16 
local name. Narbigivan-pho (Lepcha). 
size. M yna; length c . 22 cm  (9 in.).
field characters. A bove , forehead and  centre of crown to nape black. 

Lores buff. Ear-coverts black. Sides of head and back um ber-brow n, the 
latter^w itluhalf-m oon shaped black spots. T ail graduated, chestnut, w ith a 
b road  black sub term inal band  and  rufous tip  showing as a  broad  rufous 
band  w hen it is spread. W ings black and  grey w ith whitish outer edges, the 
secondaries w ith subterm inal black band  tipped w ith a  white crescent. B e lo w , 
chin an d  under tail-coverts rufous. T h ro a t whitish w ith black sides m ingled 
w ith white. Breast pale greyish, flanks olive-brown, both  w ith black spots. 
Belly whitish. For sex differences see M useum  Diagnosis.

T h e  black-spotted back an d  rufous chin identify this species. 
status, distribution an d  habitat. Resident, locally common, subject 

to some seasonal vertical movements. T he H im alayan foothills from central 
N epal east through Sikkim, D arjeeling, B hutan  and  N EFA  a t least to the 
M iri H ills; from  c. 600 to 1900 m, optim um  zone 1000-1800 m . Reported 
from  as low as the Buxa duars (Inglis) and  exceptionally as high as 3500 m 
in D ecem ber in  Sikkim (M einertzhagen). Elevations below 900 m  are 
w in ter records. Affects dense undergrow th in  oak an d  rhododendron forest 
and  forest edges, scrub jungle  and  secondary grow th near cultivation.

general habits. Less gregarious th an  m ost laughing thrushes. Keeps 
in  pairs or sm all fam ily parties haun ting  low bushes and  feeding mostly on 
the ground. Takes to wing w ith reluctance; flight weak and  ill-sustained. 
A  g reat skulker m ore often heard  th an  seen and  doubtless often overlooked. 

food. Insects, berries and  seeds.
voice and  calls. N ot very noisy bu t has the usual range of chuckles 

— and  low conversational chatter o f the genus, and  some loud squealing alarm - 
notes.

breeding. Season, A pril to Septem ber. N e s t ,  a  ra th e r deep cup m ade 
m ostly o f tendrils, w ith  some twigs, roots, leaves, scraps o f bracken and 
grass-bents, some nests being m ade entirely of one or two o f these m aterials 
to the exclusion o f the rest; the lining is alm ost always o f rootlets. Usually 
bu ilt in  a  fork o f a  bush or tree a t heights varying from c. 60 cm  to 6 metres. 
E g g s , norm ally  3, sometimes 2 or 4, white. Average size o f 15 eggs 26*2 X 
19*4 m m  (Baker). Both sexes take p a rt in incubation. Period undeterm ined. 
Brood-parasitized by the cuckoos C uculus sparverio ides and  C lam ator corom andus.

Museum Diagnosis. Female greyer, less olive-brown on upperparts than male; 
black spots smaller and paler; white tips of flight-feathers narrower. Sexes differ 
particularly in the colour of the underparts: greyer in male, browner in female; 
olive-brown of breast and flanks more extensive in male (Diesselhorst).

Y o u n g ,  upperparts unspotted, except crown which is slightly spotted with 
blackish,; underparts spotted as in adult; chin pale rusty.
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Differs from occidentalis (1292) in being more rufous above and in having the 
tail chestnut-brown with broader subterminal black band and deeper rufous tips; 
car-coverts black. 

measurements
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
88-98 23-24 c. 35 9&-110 mm

9 9 87-99 23-25 c. 37 97-103 mm
(BB, SA, Rand & Fleming)

Weight 5 58-68; 2 9 9 58, 58 g (SA).
colours of bare parts. Iris crimson-brown. Bill: upper mandible horny 

brown, lower pale whitish horn, darker at gape. Legs and feet greyish homy brown; 
claws pale homy brown.

1295. K hasi Rufouschinned Laughing T h ru sh . Garrulax rufogularis
rufitinctus (Koelz)

Ianthocincla rufogularis rufitincta Koelz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 37
(Pynursla, Khasia Hills)

Baker, FBI No. 144 (part), Vol. 1: 159

local names. None recorded.
size. M yna; length c. 22 cm  (9 in.).
field characters. As in 1294, q.v.
status, distribution and  habitat. Resident. M eghalaya  in  the  K hasi 

and G aro hills, between 900 and  1800 m . H a b ita t as in 1296. 
general habits, food an d  voice. As in 1294. 
breeding. As in  1294.
M useum D iagnosis. Differs from rufiberbis (1295a) in being paler; feathers of 

crown have much less pronounced black edging; black markings of back reduced 
in size; rusty of throat extends to breast; a rusty wash over the belly. 

measurements and colours of bare pa rts. As in 1294.

1295a. B urm ese R ufouschiuned Laughing T h ru sh . Garrulax
rufogularis rufiberbis (Koelz)

Ianthocincla rufogularis rufiberbis Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, 
No. 1: 3 (between Langyang and Htawgaw, Kachin State, Upper Burma)

Not in Baker, FBI 
local names. None recorded. 
size. M yna; length c. 22 cm (9 in .). 
field characters. As in  1294, q.v.
status, distribution and  habitat. R esident. T he  P atkai R ange an d  

eastern N agaland (Ripley, JB N H S 58: 281), a t  c. 1200 m . H a b ita t as in
1296.

Extralimital. N orthern  Burm a. A nother subspecies in  n o rthern  V ie tnam . 
general habits, food and  voice. As in  1294. 
breeding. U nrecorded.
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M useum D iagnosis. Differs from nominate rufogularis (1294) in being more 
uniformly grey, the rufous coloration of the chin paler and more restricted. Colour 
of back brighter, black edges of feathers somewhat larger. Crown black rather 
than dark brown of Himalayan races. Greyer below than assamensis with reduced 
and paler rufous on chin; paler above and on lores.

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1294.

1296. A ssam  R afonschinned Laughing T hrush . Garrulax rufogularis
assamensis (H artert)

Ianthocincla rufogularis assamensis Hartert, 1909, V6g. pal. Fauna 1: 635
(Margherita, Assam)

Baker, FBI No. 144 (part), Vol. 1: 159
local name. Mi-pa-pita (trans-Dikku Naga).
size. M yna; length c. 22 cm  (9 in.).
FIELD characters. As in  1294, q.v.
status, distribution and  habitat.. Resident. Assam from M argherita 

and  C achar south to the C hin Hills o f Burm a, and  East Pakistan in the 
C hittagong H ill T racts. Affects heavy undergrow th in forest, and  cut-over 
scrub.

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and  VOICE. As in 1294.
breeding. As in  1294.
M useum D iagnosis. Like rufogularis (1294) but chin and part of ear-coverts pale 

rust> crown black; black on sides of throat more extensive. Not so fulvous on upper- 
parts. On the whole a somewhat more saturated form than 1294.

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1294.
Weight 1 <? 67; 1 9 64 g (SDR).

1297. G iant Laughing T h ru sh . Garrulax maximus (Verreaux)

Pterorhinus maximus Verreaux, 1871, Nouv. Arch. Mus. Paris 6,
Bull. 36, pi. 3, fig. 1 (Montagnes du Thibet chinois =  Mouping)

Not in Baker, FBI 
V ol. 6, p late 71

LOCAL NAME. Gy a tra (Tibetan).
size. Pigeon length c. 35 cm  (14 in.).
field characters. A  large laughing thrush conspicuously spotted with 

white on the  back, an d  w ith  a  very long tail.
Above, crow n brow n, lores whitish, ear-coverts and  supercilium  cinnamon- 

rufous. U p p er back and  sides o f neck grey. Back brow n and  black w ith 
conspicuous, round  w hite spots. R um p  and  upper tail-coverts rufous brown 
w ith same spots. O u te r edge o f w ing ashy; all flight-feathers and  their 
coverts tipped w ith  white. T ail g raduated ; central rectrices greyish brown, 
ou ter rectrices dark  brow n tipped w ith white. Below, th roat and  upper 
breast cinnam on-rufous finely barred  w ith pale bu ff on the latter. Rest of 
underparts buff, darker on belly and  under tail-coverts, sides o f breast 
barred  w ith blackish. U n d er surface o f tail dark  brown with white tips. 
Sexes alike.
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Easily distinguished from G . ocellatus (1299) by the rufous th roat and  brow n
cap, and longer tail.

status distribution and  habitat. .Common resident. Southeast
Tibet in the lower Tsangpo Valley, between 2200 and  2900 m (up to 4900 m

Garrulax maximus and G. ocellatus
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Distributional ranges

G. 0. griseicauda (1298). H  G. 0. ocellatus (1299).

Blllllllllll G. maximus (1297).

in Szechuan). Affects dense, dry  subalpine forest w ith p lenty  of glades and  
undergrowth.

Appears to intergrade with ocella tus betw een the upper Subansiri and  the 
Tsangpo Valley (v id e  Ludlow, 1944, I b is  86: 74). T he  ranges o f these two 
species are complem entary.

E x tra lim ita l. Ranges from southeast T ibe t and  northw estern Y unnan  
to southern Kansu.

general habits. A secretive species b u t conspicuous by  its loud calls. 
Very gregarious, often associating w ith o ther laughing thrushes. H ops on 
the ground where it finds most of its food, tossing over leaves w ith  the  long 
biU.

voice and  calls. Shrill, far-carrying notes rem inding one o f C uculus  
sparverioides. Often calls in  chorus: an  individual starts w ith  shrill scream sgn o  
g n o it gno g n o it, the others accom panying it w ith short, jerky, rap id  an d  oft- 
repeated rattles tscherr, tscherr, tscherr. Voice very sim ilar to th a t o f G . ocella tus  
(Schafer).

food. Unrecorded. Probably as in  1299.
breeding. Season, presum ably M ay to Ju ly  (eggs found in  Ju n e ). N e s t ,  

(one described) a  shallow, cup-shaped structure, composed o f a  foundation



of small twigs, lined with d ry  grass, and  placed in a  clump of bamboo 
c. 120 cm  above the ground. T he two eggs m easured 36 X 22-5 and 35-2 X 
22 m m  (Ludlow).

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters. Birds from between the Subansiri and 
the Tsangpo Valley may be intermediate between maximus and ocellatus.

Y o u n g .  Above, as in adult but spots on back less numerous, and triangular, 
not round. Rump and upper tail-coverts unspotted. Below, rufous of throat and 
breast duller, unbarred; rest of underparts uniform buff, no bars on breast or flanks. 
Tail shorter.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
11 133-134 31-36 [c. 43] 170-186 mm
5 $ 9 134-141 32-35 — 177-183 mm

(Ludlow)
colours of bare parts. Unrecorded.

Garrulax ocellatus (Vigors)

K ey to the Subspecies
Tail chestnut-brow n...*...........................................G. o. ocellatus
Tail with much grey............................................ .G. o. griseicauda

1298. G arhw al W hitespotted Laughing T hrush. G arru lax  ocellatus
grise icau da  Koelz

Garrulax ocellatus griseicauda Koelz, 1950, Amer. Mus. Novit., No. 1452: 7 
(Wan, Garhwal, United Provinces, India)

Not in Baker, FBI
local names. None recorded.
size. Pigeon + ; length c. 32 cm  (13 in.).
field characters. As in 1299, q.v.
status, distribution an d  habitat. Resident. G arhw al, K um aon and 

west N epal, in tergrading  w ith ocellatus in  N epal (Fleming & T raylor, 1964, 
F ie ld ia n a , Zool. 35: 534). H ab ita t as in  1299.

general habits, food and  voice. As in  1299.
breeding. As in  1299.
M useum D iagnosis. Differs from ocellatus (1299) in having much grey on the 

tail (however, Ludlow, 1944, Ibis 86: 74, states that the colour of the tail seems to 
be a variable character); also appears to have a longer tail.

measurements

Wing Bill Tail
(from skull)

cf’cT1 135 (type) 33 163, 167 mm
$ 9 132-136 31-32 157-164 mm

(Koelz, Fleming & Traylor)
colours of bare parts. As in 1299.
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1299. W hitespotted Laughing T h ru sh . G a rru la x  ocella lu s ocella tus
(Vigors)

Cinclosoma ocellaium Vigors, 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 55 
(Himalaya Mts, restricted to Darjeeling by Baker, FBI 1: 156)

Baker, FBI No. 140, Vol. 1: 155 
P la te  73, fig. 8, facin g  p . 16

local names. Moonali bhiakora (Pahari); Uio-karreum-pho (Lepcha).
size. Pigeon; length c. 32 cm  (13 in.).
field characters. Resembles the G ian t L aughing  T h rush  (1297) 

bu t has black crown, ear-coverts an d  th roat. U p p er back  fulvous, low er 
chestnut-brown, both  spotted w ith black a n d  buff". T a il chestnu t w ith  
black subterm inal band  and  w hite tip, the  ou ter rectrices dark  brow n tipped  
white. Sides o f neck ashy, sides o f lower th ro a t cinnam on-rufous. U n d e r
parts buff, m ottled w ith black on breast an d  flanks. Sexes alike.

status, distribution an d  habitat. A  high-elevation species. R esident, 
fairly common. N epal (intergrades w ith g r ise ic a u d a ), D arjeeling, Sikkim , 
Bhutan, N EFA  (Taw ang, upper Subansiri, a n d  presum ably  east th rough  
the Agency); from  2100 to 3450 m  a t all seasons, b reed ing  m ostly above 
2800 m. Affects light forest w ith undergrow th , th ick  rhododendron  scrub  
and bushes a t the edges o f fields, in  sunny situations.

E x tra lim ita l. C hum bi V alley and  southeast T ibe t, possibly in te rg rad ing  
w ith G . m axim u s  betw een the upper Subansiri an d  the  T sangpo (Ludlow , 
1944, I b is  86: 74). T he  species extends to no rtheastern  B urm a, northw estern  
Y unnan and  southwestern Szechuan.

general habits. M uch as those o f G . m a x im u s. N ot a  conspicuous b ird  
in spite o f its size, b u t inquisitive a n d  easily observed. K eeps in pairs a n d  
small parties o f five to  eight, w orking th rough  the  bushes, hopp ing  on  the  
ground and  pecking noisily am ong dead  leaves. O ften  associated w ith  
G . affinis (1323).

food. Insects; seeds and  fruits. A ppears to  be  alm ost en tirely  vegetable 
even in  the breeding season. Nestlings are  fed w ith  insects.

voice and  calls. V ery sim ilar to those o f G . m a x im u s. In  b reed ing  season 
a  piercing 8-syllabled call (Ludlow ). Song, a  beautifu l, very  h u m an  whistle 
tu  w ee, tu  w ee, tu  w it ty -o  (Proud). T h e  birds no t only answ er one an o th e r 
bu t respond readily  to an  im itation  o f this call. Also: Q jtw e - tw e - tw e e e -k o i-k o i  
em itted from  the top o f a  bush (in w inter) an d  a  subdued  p ie ,  p ie ,  p ie ,  p ie  
(Fleming). Sm ythies describes its * call-note ’ as a  loud cacreee-creee-creee- 
creee-rm -cacreee-creee a t the  ra te  o f two creee per second; if  suspicious, keeps 
u ttering  a  low interrogative note w hich rises to  a  squaw k o f a la rm  if  the 
b ird  is suddenly startled.

breeding. Little known. Season , M ay  a n d  Ju n e . N e s t ,  a  large, loose cup 
about 17 cm  across, m ade o f twigs, d ry  grass o r bam boo  leaves, lined  w ith  
rootlets, placed in  bushes or sm all trees w ith in  a  couple o f  m etres from  the 
ground. E g g s , norm al clutch probab ly  2, deep blue-green, spotless o r w ith  
a  few chocolate-brow n specks n ear the  b ro ad  end. Size o f th ree  eggs 30 X 
2 1 -8; 32*7 x  2 1 ' 5  m m  (Hum e) an d  30*9 x  21*2 m m  (O sm aston, bo th  
in  Baker). As in  G . leucolophus an d  G . a lb o g u la r is , the  young  leave the  nest 
long before they are  full-grown (Diesselhorst).
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PLATE 74
1 Dendrocitta leucogastra, Southern Tree Pie (1036). 2 Garrulax j. meridionale, South Kerala Laughing 
Thrush (1311). 3 Garrulax j. fairbanki, Kerala Laughing Thrush (1310). 4 Turdoides s. subrufus, Rufous 
Babbler (1259). 5 Garrulax d. delesserti, Wynaad Laughing Thrush (1287).



M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters and Key to the Subspecies; for details 
of plumage Baker, loc. cit.

Y o u n g ,  like adult but head browner; white spots on upperparts smaller, absent 
on rump and upper tail-coverts; throat browner and edgings less sharp. Probably 
not distinguishable from young of G. maximus. Timaline juvenile characters of wing 
and tail (i.e. soft blunt first primary and narrow, pointed rectrices) present. Postjuvenal 
moult apparently not complete.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
122-135 27-30 — 146-162 mm

9 9 117-137 28-29 45 148-161 mm
(Rand, Fleming, Traylor, Stresemann, SA)

Weight 1 110;4 9 Q 110-113; 1 o? 114 g (Diesselhorst, SA). 1 c? (September)
121 g — SDR.

colours of bare  parts. Iris stone-yellow. Bill homy, darker on culmen and 
tip. Legs and feet fleshy, dusky in front (Stevens). O r: Iris greyish khaki. Legs, 
feet and claws pale flesh-colour (SA).

Garrulax caerulatus (Hodgson)

K ey to  th e  Subspecies
Page

A Outer rectrices tipped with white..................................G. c, sub caerulatus 34
B Outer rectrices not tipped with white

1 More rufous above; crown-feathers more broadly edged with black
..................................................................... G. c. livingstoni 35

2 More olive, less rufous above; black edgings of crown-feathers nar
rower....................................................... . ..........................G. c. caerulatus 33

1300. H im alayan  G reysided Laughing T h ru sh . Garrulax caerulatus
caerulatus (Hodgson)

Cinclosoma caerulatus Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 147 (Nepal)
Baker, FBI No. 123 (part), Vol. 1: 141 

P la te  73, fig . 7 , facin g  p . 16

local names. Tarma-pho (Lepcha); Piang-kam  (Bhutea).
size. M yna length c. 25 cm  (10 in .).
field characters. T h e  only laughing thrush  in  its range w ith white 

underparts an d  grey flanks. Above, forehead and  orbital area black. Ear-
coverts black tipped w ith whitish.

th ro a t and  back ohve-brown. Wings j j

x  c# i coverts white, the la tte r tinged with
pink. Sides slaty. Sexes alike.

s
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status, distribution and habitat. Resident, locally d istribu ted ; some 
downward m ovement in  winter. From  central N epal to D arjeeling, Sikkim, 
Bhutan and (?) NEFA. Breeding zone no t satisfactorily determ ined: betw een 
1500 and 2400 m  in  Bhutan (Ludlow ); up  to 2700 m  in  Sikkim (Stevens) 
and  possibly as low as 1000 m  (G am m ie); in  N epal, P roud found it very 
common on Sheopuri and  Phul Ghowk ( =  Phulchauki D anda) in  sum m er, 
while Biswas noted it a t c. 2000 m  in  A pril and  M ay; breeds betw een 1500 
and 2000 m  (Diesselhorst). Recorded in w inter a t c. 1500 m  in  the  N epal 
Valley and  as low as 600 m  in the B hutan  duars. Affects undergrow th  in 
forest, and  ringal bam boo and  scrub-covered hillsides.

general habits. Keeps in parties o f three to twelve o r m ore, feeding 
in  low bushes and on the ground. M akes a  great d isturbance w hen feeding 
on the latter, * hurling earth  and  dead leaves in all directions w ith  the  vigour 
of a puppy digging for rats 9 (Proud). T im id  in w inter b u t bolder in  spring 
and then in  taller trees (Fleming). F light weak an d  ill-sustained. U sually  
escapes by hopping from branch to b ranch  in the  undergrow th.

food. Berries, seeds and  other vegetable m atte r (Diesselhorst). P robably  
also insects.

voice and  calls. L oud musical calls and  liqu id  whistles, some o f them  
rendered by Fleming as ovik-chorr, brain fever an d  new jericho (do, si, fa, la). 
Also keeps up a  constant flow of conversational, soft and  p leasan t notes, 
now  and  then breaking ou t in loud, discordant calls. O ne o f its call-notes 
is a  loud oh dear dear, and  the alarm -note a  very sharp  a n d  distinctive 
chitter (H arington).

breeding. Season, M ay  to Ju ly . Nest, cup-shaped, m ade o f bam boo 
leaves, twigs and  stems o f creepers, lined w ith  rootlets. P laced in  bushes, 
bam boo clumps or trees between one and  th ree  m etres from  the  g round , 
rarely higher. Eggs, 3, sometimes 2, pale blue, unm arked. A verage size o f 
15 eggs 30*5 X 22*1 m m  (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. See Key to the Subspecies.
Y o u n g ,  like adult but lacks the black edges to crown-feathers; flanks tinged 

with brown and under tail-coverts with buff (brown according to Ludlow). Post- 
juvenal moult complete. Postnuptial moult completed in late October.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
& &  106-115 24-28 41-43 124-133 mm
9 9 103-110 25-29 40-42 (114) 122-131 mm

(Rand & Fleming, SDR, BB, SA)
Weight 4 cJi&  82-99; 6 9 9  79-84 g (GD, SA).
colours of bare parts. Iris red or red-brown; orbital skin livid. Bill horny 

black, paler and greyer at the base. Legs and feet pale fleshy.

1301. K hasi H ills G reysided Laughing T h ru sh . Garrulax caerulatus
subcaerulatus H um e

Garrulax subcaerulatus Hume, 1878, Stray Feathers 7: 140 (Shillong)
Baker, FBI No. 124, Vol. 1: 142

local names. None recorded.
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size. M yna ±  ; length c. 25 cm  (10 in.).
field characters. As in  1300 b u t three outer rectrices broadly tipped 

w ith  white.
status, distribution an d  habitat. Resident. Assam in the K hasi Hills, 

betw een 1200 and  1800 m . Keeps alm ost entirely to undergrow th in  pine 
forest, occasionally m ixed oak an d  rhododendron. 

general habits, food and  voice. As in 1300.
breeding. Season, M ay  an d  Ju n e . Nest an d  eggs as in 1300. Average 

size o f 40 eggs 29*3 X 20*8 m m  (Baker).
Museum Diagnosis. Similar to caerulatus but upperparts paler; ear-coverts and 

cheeks above and below them white, with slight black tips. Three outer rectrices 
broadly tipped with white.

measurements and colours of bare parts. As in 1300.

1302. N agaland G reysided Laughing T h ru sh . Garrulax caerulatus
livingstoni R ipley

Garrulax caerulatus livingstoni Ripley, 1952, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 50: 497
(Mt Japvo, Naga Hills, Assam)

Dryonastes caerulatus biswasi Koelz, 1953, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 153
(Kohima, Naga Hills)

Baker, FBI No. 123 (part), Vol. 1: 141

local names. None recorded.
size. M yna length  c. 25 cm  (10 in .).
field characters. As in  1300, q.v.
status, distribution a n d  habitat. R esident, fairly comm on. Assam 

in  n o rth  G achar, N agaland , M an ip u r an d  ad jacen t B urm a; from  1200 to 
2300 m. H a b ita t as in  1300.

general habits, food an d  voice. As in 1300. 
breeding. As in  1300.
Extralim ital. T h e  species extends to n o rthern  B urm a and  Y unnan; 

also the m ountains o f Fukien  an d  Form osa.
Museum Diagnosis. Differs from caerulatus in having the crown more rufous- 

brown, the feathers more broadly edged with black; upperparts richer, more saturated 
with rufous. Differs from subcaerulatus in lacking the broad white tipping of the 
three outer rectrices. 

measurements
Wing Bill Tail

(from skull)
(type) 118 24 125 mm

(SDR)
Weight 1 98 g (SDR).
colours of bare parts. Iris brown; orbital skin dark blue. Bill black. Legs 

and feet pale bluish white.
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1303. R u fo u sn e c k e d  L a u g h in g  T h r u s h . Garrulax ruficollis
(Jardine & Selby)

Ianthocincla ruficollis $ardine & Selby, 1838, 111. Orn. 2, pi. 21 
(Himalayas =  Sikkim, restricted by Meinertzhagen, 1928, Ibis: 515)

Baker, FBI No. 120, Vol. 1: 139 
P late 75, fig. 2, facing  p. 48

local names. Rapchen-pho (Lepcha); Pobduya, Hath gurri-gurri (Bengali); Doopoo- 
leeka (Assam); Dachpopalika (Cachari).

size. M yna; length c. 23 cm  (9 in.).
FIELD characters. A  dark babbler w ith black forehead, ear-coverts, 

throat and  upper breast. A  large rufous patch  on sides o f neck a n d  rufous 
vent. Grown and nape slaty. Back, rum p, belly and  wings dark  olive-brown, 
the last w ith pale outer edges. T ail black. Sexes alike.

The only laughing thrush w ith a  large rufous patch  or collar on sides of 
neck. W hile calling w ith upraised bill this rufous collar becomes very 
prom inent.

status, distribution and  habitat. Com m on resident. E ast N epal 
(not recorded since Hodgson’s tim e), Sikkim, N. Bengal (the D arjeeling and  
Jalpaiguri districts), Bhutan, N E FA  to the M ishm i Hills, East Pakistan in 
the northeastern hills and  the Chittagong region, Assam south to T rip u ra  
and  the Mizo Hills, N agaland and  M anipur. A  b ird  o f the foothills and  
adjacent plains, ascending to 1500 m  in the H im alayas an d  to 600 m  (rarely 
up to 1200 m) south of the B rahm aputra.

Frequents a  variety of hab itats: scrub and  grass, bam boo jung le , high 
grass and  reeds, edges of cultivation, hedgerows, scrub pastures, secondary 
growth, tea gardens, outskirts o f forest and  less com m only hum id  evergreen 
forest.

Extralimital. W estern and  northern  Burm a.
general habits. In  pairs or parties of three to tw enty birds according 

to the season. Hops about on the ground or in  low bushes, rum m aging  am ong 
the mulch, flicking aside or tu rn ing  over dead leaves in search o f food. 
W ill often flutter up into a larger bush, g radually  hopping fu rther up  towards 
the top, flirting its tail, and  then  fly down am ong lower bushes again . A t 
times indulges in a  noisy gam e o f ‘ folio w -m y-leader5 across open spaces, 
c each venture into an  opening being a  good and  sufficient reasota for an 
outburst of raucous cackling’ (Baker). F light ra th e r heavy and  ungainly. 
Parties break up  in M arch.

food. Insects, molluscs, seeds and  berries.
voice and  calls. A noisy species. T he  birds constantly  u tte r  a  runn ing  

chorus of sharp ra ther musical notes rem iniscent o f the P ied M yna (Stumus 
contra) as the flock threads its way through the thickets, often bursting  out 
in a  tum ult of loud squeals or calling and  answering each other. H as a  
three-noted mellow whistle, the first o f w hich sounds as if  produced by a 
broken reed (SDR). Tw o of the m ore usual calls m ay be rendered  as: 
imweeit-untoo, repeated for several m inutes, and  weeeoo-wihoo-wick (pause) 
weeeoo-wihoo-wick (pause) and  so on unvaryingly for m aybe a  q uarte r-hou r 
a t a  stretch. Possibly two separate individuals are  involved in  this. T he  
song is varied and  pleasing, one or two phrases form ing the basis of the
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them e, upon which m any variations are grafted and  often combined into 
phrases of fair length. W hile singing w ith upraised bill flicks wings and the 
depressed expanded tail and  pivots from side to side on the perch.

breeding. Season, overall M arch  to August, chiefly April and  M ay 
Nest, cup-shaped, ra th e r untidy exteriorly, m ade of leaves, grass, roots 
weed stems, occasionally d ry  moss and  lichen, all bound together with long 
weed stems and  tendrils. Placed in bushes, generally between one and  two 
m etres up, less often up  to six metres. Eggs, 3 or 4, pale skim-milk blue 
very rarely  white. Average size o f 200 eggs 25-7 x  20 m m  (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing BiU Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

<?9 96-100 23-24 3&-37 101-111 mm
(SA)

Weight 6 d19 60-73 g (SDR, SA).
COLOURS OF BARE parts. Iris crimson or brown; eye-rim yellow. Bill, legs, 

feet and claws dark homy brown.

Garrulax merulinus Blyth 

K ey to  th e Subspecies
More richly coloured; spots more num erous.. .  .G. m. toxostominus 
Less richly coloured; spots less num erous..............G. m. merulinus

1304. A ssam  Spottedbreasted  Laughing T h ru sh . Garrulax merulinus
merulinus Blyth

Garrulax merulinus Blyth, 1851, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 20: 521 
(Cherra Punji, Khasia Hills)

Baker, FBI No. 179 (part), Vol. 1: 186 
P late  75, fig. 5, facing p. 48

local names. None recorded.
size. M yna; length c. 22 cm  (9 in .).
field characters. A  very thrush-like babbler w ith a buff th roat and  

breast spotted w ith  dark  brow n, and  a  whitish stripe behind the eye. Centre 
o f belly buff, rest o f p lum age brown.

status, distribution an d  habitat. Resident, locally com m on: Assam 
in the  K hasi an d  M izo (Lushai) Hills, between 900 and  1800 m. Affects 
deep a n d  dam p  forest w ith  heavy undergrow th o f Rubus etc. and  bam boo 
jungle . Densely overgrown abandoned shifting-cultivation clearings are 
favourite haunts.

general habits. A true  laughing thrush in its habits, noisy, gregarious 
and  an  inveterate skulker, usually extrem ely difficult to approach on account 
o f its wellnigh im penetrable hab ita t. c Never will you find them  in any 
place in  w hich it is possible even to creep about, w ithout cutting your way * 
(H um e); Keeps in  parties o f ten to tw enty individuals, feeding on the 
ground  am ong fallen leaves. Flies better than  most laughing thrushes.
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food. Unrecorded; presumably insects for the most part.
voice and  calls. V ery noisy. H as a  g rea t variety  of clear, beautifu l notes

and  a  coughing, oft-repeated chuckle (H um e). , , T ,
breeding. Season, from the end o f A pril to  Ju ly , m ostly in  J u n e  an d  Ju ly . 

Nest a  ra th e r bulky cup o f roots, grass, bam boo a n d  o ther leaves, m ore 
or less m ixed w ith bracken fronds an d  moss, lined w ith  rootlets, o r occa
sionally w ith fine creeper stems or tendrils. M aterials va ry  accord ing  to  
location of nest, w hether in evergreen forest o r bam boo jung le . N est p laced 
low down in thick shrubs or well inside bam boo clum ps. Eggs, generally  2, 
often 3, blue w ith a  tinge of green, unm arked . A verage size o f 50 eggs 
28-7 X 21 -2 m m  (Baker). Both sexes share in incuba tion ; period  n o t know n. 
T he b ird  is a  close sitter, slinking off the  nest a t the  last m om ent, th en  skulk
ing quietly in  the cover.

M useum D iagnosis. For distinction from toxostominus see 1305.
Y o u n g ,  like adult but more rufous above and on flanks, wings and tail. Post- 

juvenal moult complete.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from feathers)

c f ?  93-99 24 40 c. 96-100 mm
(Baker)

Bill from skull 29 mm.
colours of bare  pa rts . Iris pale yellowish or pinkish; brown in young birds. 

Bill dark homy brown, black at tip and on culmen, greyish on lower mandible. 
Legs and feet pale to dark brown, claws darker, soles paler.

1305. M anipur S pottedb reasted  Laughing T h ru sh . Garrulax
merulinus toxostominus (Koelz)

StactocichLa merulina toxostomina Koelz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 38
(Karong, Manipur)

Baker, FBI No. 179 (part), Vol. 1: 186

local name. Moh mepeh (Angami Naga). 
size. M yna; length  c. 22 cm  (9 in .). 
field characters. As in  1304, q.v.
status, distribution and  habitat. R esident, locally com m on. Assam  

in  north  C achar, N agaland  a n d  M an ip u r, from  900 to  2400 m . Affects 
dense secondary scrub an d  undergrow th  in  dam p  evergreen forest.

Extralimital. T h e  ad jacen t hills o f w estern B urm a, a n d  n o rth ern  B urm a. 
T h e  species extends to  V ietnam .

general habits, food an d  voice. As in  1304. 
breeding. As in 1304.
M useum D iagnosis. Differs from merulinus (1304) in being more richly coloured. 

Below, the feather bases are deeper in colour, especially on the throat. Black spots 
average rounder, smaller and more numerous. Under tail-coverts more ferruginous. 
Crown usually differentiated from back. For details of plumage see Hume, SF 11: 
162.

measurements. As in 1304.
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COLOURS of BARE parts. Iris pale pinkish buff*; orbital skin pale leaden. Bill: 
upper mandible blackish, lower mandible and gape pale greyish. Legs and feet 
pale brown.

1306. W hitebrow ed Laughing T h ru sh . Garrulax sannio albosuperciliaris
Godwin-Austen1

Garrulax albosuperciliaris Godwin-Austen, 1874, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 45
(Manipur Valley, NE. Bengal)

Baker, FBI No. 126, Vol. 1: 144 
V ol. 6, p late  72

local names. None recorded.
size. M yna; length c. 23 cm  (9 in.).
field characters. A plain-coloured laughing thrush w ith buff lores 

continued above the eye by a  w hite supercilium  and  below by a  buffish 
w hite cheek-patch. Rest of plum age olive-brown, darker on head, throat 
and  tail. Centre o f belly buff, under tail-coverts ferruginous. Sexes alike.

status, distribution an d  habitat. R are  resident. N agaland, M anipur, 
and  Assam in  no rth  C achar, from  c. 1000 to 1800 m. Affects dense forest, 
scrub pastures, secondary grow th or bam boo and  open hillsides covered 
w ith  bracken an d  wild raspberry  scrub.

Extralimital. T h e  species extends no rth  to Szechuan and  H upeh, and 
east th rough  no rthern  B urm a to Fokien, K w angtung and  V ietnam .

general habits. Less shy th an  most laughing thrushes. Usually seen 
in  sm all parties, sometimes singly or in  pairs, working through scrub jungle 
or undergrow th. Parties break up  in  M arch.

food. Seeds, berries, rice, small molluscs.
voice and  calls. A  noisy species. Notes m ore com plaining and  less 

hilarious th an  those o f G. leucolophus.
breeding. Season, M arch  to  Ju n e . Nest, cup-shaped, similar to th a t of 

G. rujicollis b u t larger and  m ore massive. M ade of dark-coloured grass, 
fern, roots an d  bam boo leaves, bound together w ith weed stems and  tendrils 
and  lined w ith  fern roots and  fern stems; some nests are  m ade almost entirely 
o f bam boo leaves an d  grass. U sually placed low down in thick bushes —  
Rubus brakes etc. —  or sometimes in  small saplings. Eggs, 3 or 4, white or 
pale blue. Average size o f 100 eggs 26 X 19*4 m m  (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters. Said to be distinguishable from other 
(extralimital) races by the continuous white supercilium and brown ear-coverts. 
See also footnote below.

Y o u n g ,  a little paler than adult. Upper tail-coverts and throat yellowish brown. 
Juvenal timaline characters of wings and tail present, namely soft, blunt first primary 
and narrow, pointed rectrices. Postjuvenal moult complete.

1 A doubtfully tenable race, but see Deignan, H. G., 1952, Postilla, No. 11 (26 March). 
He points out that this subspecies of G. sannio, wholly isolated from the Chinese populations, 
is distinct in having a deep brown pileum, a cold dark olivaceous brown mantle and a strong 
vinaceous wash over the entire underparts. The post-ocular stripe is blackish brown in the 
adult v. pale brown to dark in birds from China.
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MEASUREMENTS
Wine Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
j g  93-104 22-25 c. 37 105-117 mm

(HW)
Weight 2 cfc? 68, 68; 1 $ 56 g (SDR).
COLOURS OF BARE parts. Iris dull brownish maroon, liver-brown or light brown; 

orbital skin pale fleshy grey. Bill blackish. Legs and feet pale brown with a faint 
purplish fleshy tinge; claws darker.

1307, 1308. N ilg ir i  L a u g h in g  T h ru s h .  Garrulax cachinnans (Jerdon)3

Crateropus cachinnans Jerdon, 1839, Madras Jour. Lit. Sci. 10: 255
(Nilgiris)

Baker, FBI No. 165, Vol. 1: 176 
P late 75, fig. 3, facing  p. 48

local names. None recorded.
size. M yna length c. 20 cm  (8 in.).
field characters. An olive-brown and  rufous laughing thrush  w ith 

a very pronounced white eye-stripe. Above, crown slaty brow n, nape slaty. 
A conspicuous white supercilium. Lores and  a  short streak behind eye black. 
An incomplete white eye-ring. Cheeks taw ny olive. R est o f upperparts 
olive-brown. Below, chin black. Breast and  belly ochraceous. Low er belly 
and flanks olive-brown. Sexes alike.

Distinguished from G. jerdoni by its rufous, not grey, breast.
status, distribution and  habitat. Resident, very com m on b u t range 

curiously restricted. Confined to the Nilgiri Hills (western T am il N adu), 
from c. 1200 m to the summit. A geographical representative o f the  closely 
related G. jerdoni o f K erala. Affects dense undergrow th in forest, sholas, even 
hill-station gardens or wherever there are  a  few bushes or a  pa tch  of scrub.

general habits. M uch the same as those of G. jerdoni (1310), q.v. 
Generally seen in flocks of a  dozen or m ore com m only in  association w ith 
the itinerant mixed hunting parties in  sholas. Feeds on the  ground  as well 
as in low bushes, climbing into trees w hen disturbed and  hopping along 
branches lightly and  w ith great agility.

food. Insects and  berries, especially wild raspberry  (Rubus spp.), and  
c hill guava 5 (Rhodomyrtus tomentosa).

voice and calls. V ery noisy. Has loud squeals and  laughing calls —  
some of the most characteristic b ird  sounds of the Nilgiris —  sim ilar to those

G. jerdoni. T he spirited c laughing 5 calls, pee-ko-ko etc., a re  u tte red  w ith 
bill raised vertically and  tail depressed. A nother m em ber of the flock in 
variably beats time with a harsh ke-ke~ke> alm ost identical w ith one o f the 
calls of the tree pie (Dendrocitta vagabunda) .

breeding. Season, overall February to Ju ly , chiefly M ay and  Ju n e . Nest, 
cup-shaped, m ade of roots, dead leaves, small twigs, moss, grass and  some

. * N°. 1308, Garrulax cachinnans cinnamomeum (Davison), 1886, Ibis: 204 (locality unknown) 
r  t0 l? b a s . on two  stained specimens in Trivandrum Museum, Kerala. They 

ditter from cachinnans in having the black of lores and chin replaced by dark brown, and the 
crown hair-brown instead of slaty brown.
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Distributional ranges
iSMI G. cachinnans (1307). MWlI G.j.  jerdoni (1309).

G. j.fairbanki (1310). H I  G.j. meridionale (1311).

lichen, lined w ith fine grass, sometimes w ith a  few feathers and  scraps o f 
wool. Placed in bushes or small trees between one and  three metres above 
the ground. Eggs, pale blue, m arked w ith blotches, spots and  specks of pale 
reddish brow n, and  a  few short lines o f the same colour. Average size of 
40 eggs 25*6 X 18*8 m m  (Baker). Com m only brood-parasitized by Pied 
Crested Cuckoo {Clamator jacobinus).

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from feathers)

9 92-96 16-18 30-32 c. 100 mm
(Baker)

(from skull)
2 9 9 85,89 c. 22 r. 32 86, 94 mm

(MD)
colours of bare parts. Iris red-brown to crimson. Bill black. Legs and feet 

greenish plumbeous.
Garrulax jerdoni Blyth 

K ey to  th e Subspecies
A Chin black.................................................................. G.j.jerdoni
B Chin grey

1 Supercilium mostly grey, not extending behind eye..........
...........................................................................G.j. meridionale

2 Supercilium white, extending behind eye. . .  .G.j.  fairbankt
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1309 Coorg W hitebreasted Laughing T h ru sh . Garrulax jerdoni jerdoni
Blyth

Garrulax{?) jerdoni Blyth, 1851, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 20: 522
(Banasore Peak)

Baker, FBI No. 167, Vol. 1: 177

local names. None recorded.
size. M yna J t ;  length c. 20 cm (8 in.).
FIELD characters. As in 1310 bu t chin an d  cheeks black and  crow n slaty 

brown.
status, distribution and  habitat. Resident. Southw estern Mysore, in 

the Brahm agiri hills an d  Banasore Peak a t c. 1500 to 1800 m . H ab ita t 
undescribed, probably no t different from th a t offairbanki.

general habits, food and voice. As in 1310, q.v.
breeding. As in 1310. Eggs, sim ilar to those o f G. cachinnans; two eggs 

measure 26-1 X 19-8 and  25-1 X 19-2 m m  (Baker).
M useum D iagnosis. See Key to the Subspecies; for details of plumage, Baker, 

loc. cit.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from feathers)

cf19 80-83 c. 18 c. 32 c. 90 mm
(Baker)

colours of bare parts. Iris crimson (adult), red-brown (immature). Bill dull 
black. Legs, feet and claws dark plumbeous brown (Davison).

1310. K erala  Laughing T h ru sh . Garrulax jerdoni fairbanki (Blanford)

Trochalopteron fairbanki Blanford, 1869, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 38: 175
(Palni Hills)

Baker, FBI No. 168, Vol. 1: 178 
Plate 74, fig. 3, facing p. 32

local name. Cfiiluchilappan (Malayalam).
size. M yna length c. 20 cm  (8 in.).
field characters. Above, crown an d  nape dark  sooty brow n; a  w hite 

supercilium  extending behind eye and  a  blackish stripe below it from  lores 
through eyes; rest of upperparts olive-brown. Below, th roat, cheeks and  
breast grey; belly rufous. Sexes alike.

status, distribution and  habitat. Com m on resident. T h e  hills of 
K erala  and  western T am il N adu  no rth  o f the  A chankovil G ap  (c. 9°N. 
la t .) : C ardam om , K an n an  D evan and  Palni hills (not recorded from  the 
Nelliam pathies), and  H igh W avy M ountains; from  c. 1200 m  to the summits. 
Confined to evergreen biotope in  w ild raspberry  an d  bracken thickets 
lining hill streams through tea  and  cardam on plantations, scrub and  secon
dary  jungle near hillm en’s setdem ents, occasionally populous hill-station 
gardens (K odaikanal, M unnar), and  edges o f sholas; appears to  shun the 
deeper woods. Its occurrence coincides w ith th a t o f the  w ild raspberry  
(Rubus spp.).
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general habits. Keeps in parties of six to twelve birds hunting among 
undergrow th and in low bushes, occasionally descending to the ground. 
A  great skulker, creeping away through cover on the least suspicion.

food. Insects, berries and  fruits (especially Rubus, Maesa and Trema).
voice and  calls. Loud shrieks, whistles and  ‘ laughter ’ uttered in 

chorus, and  a  variety of pleasant call-notes, some mellow and rather like 
an  oriole’s. M em bers of a  party  keep in  touch by means of a  call rendered 
as a rousing pee-koko, pee-koko: call, answer, quiet; call, answer, quiet —  and 
so on. O ther notes: ku-hi-yu repeated several times, a  deliberate har-har-har 
and  a  low-pitched scolding resembling th a t of the Redwhiskered Bulbul 
(Nichols). A larm , some squeaky shrieks ra ther like those of the Jungle 
B abbler bu t louder and  shriller, and  a  low wit-wit-wit as the bird disappears 
through the undergrow th.

breeding. Season ill defined. O verall Decem ber to June , chiefly April 
to  Ju n e . Nest, cup-shaped, m ade mostly of coarse grass occasionally mivpH 
w ith moss or bracken leaves, lined w ith fine grass. Usually well concealed 
in  an  uprigh t fork o f a  ra th e r isolated bush, or anchored in tall brackens, 
w ithin a  couple of m etres from the ground. Eggs, usually 2, pale blue with 
blotches, spots and  speckles of pale reddish brow n and  dark  brow n; indis
tinguishable from  those o f G. cachinnans. Average size of 15 eggs 25*6 X 
19*1 m m  (Baker). Both sexes share in building, incubation and care of the 
young. Incubation  period undeterm ined.

M useum D iagnosis. See Key to the Subspecies.
Y o u n g ,  like adult but crown and nape not so dark, less contrasting with mantle; 

lower breast tinged with rufous; ear-coverts browner.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

cfcf 83-91 21-23 33-35 86-97 mm
9 9 81-86 20-23 33-35 86-92 mm

(SA, HW)
colours of bare parts. A d u 11: Iris reddish brown. Bill horny brown: 

mouth pink. Legs and feet slaty brown; claws brown; soles greyish yellow. Y o u n g :  
Iris brown. Mouth pale pinkish yellow. Rest as in adult.

1311. S o u th  K e r a la  L a u g h in g  T h ru s h .  Garrulax jerdoni meridionale
(Blanford)

Trochalopteron meridionale Blanford, 1880, Proc. Asiat. Soc. Bengal: 184 
(Mynall, S. Travancore Hills)

Baker, FBI No. 169, Vol. 1: 178 
P la te  74, fig. 2, facing p. 32

local name. Cfiiluchildppdn (Malayalam).
size. M yna i ;  length c. 20 cm (8 in.).
field characters. As in 1310 bu t supercilium  shorter, not extending 

behind  the eye; grey o f underparts w hiter and  extending down to centre 
o f belly. Crown, nape an d  rest of upperparts unicolorous dull sooty grey- 
brow n, no contrast between them .
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status, distribution and  habitat. C om m on resident. S outhern  K era la  
ghats from the Achankovil G ap south to the A sham bu Hills, from  c. 1100 m  
upwards. H a b ita t as in  1310. H as a  parallel a ltitud ina l d istribu tion  w ith 
the wild raspberry, R u b u s  spp., whose lower lim it here is also the  sam e. 

general habits, food an d  voice. As in 1310, q.v. 
breeding. As in 1310.
M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters. 
measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

& &  85-88 21-22 35-36 95-96 mm
9 9 84-85 c. 20 c. 35 c. 96 mm

(SA )
colours of bare  pa rts . A d u l t : Iris crimson. Bill homy brown; mouth pink. 

Legs and feet brownish slate; claws horny brown; soles yellow. I m m a t u r e :  Iris 
olive-brown. Mouth pinkish yellow. Rest as in adult. J u v e n i l e :  Iris olive-brown. 
Bill horny brown except commissure and extreme tip which are yellow; gape and 
mouth bright yellow. Legs, feet and claws as in adult.

Garrulax lineatus (Vigors)

K ey to  th e Su bsp ecies
Page

A Subterminal band on under surface of outer rectrices over 1 cm wide
1 Throat and breast dark chocolate, ear-coverts dull greyish brown

................................... ......................................................... G. Z. imbricatus 49
2 Throat, breast and ear-coverts rufous....................................G. Z. setqfer 48

B Subterminal band on under surface of outer rectrices under 1 cm wide
3 Lower belly and rump olive-brown

a Throat more rufous; subterminal band of outer rectrices well
-  marked.................................................................................G. Z. lineatus 46

b Throat greyer, the shafts on each side of it tipped with white;
subterminal band reduced to a line....................................G. Z. gilgit 46

4 Lower belly and rump grey............................................G. Z. bilkevitchi 44

1312. B alu ch istan  S treak ed  Laughing T h ru sh . G a rru la x  lin ea tu s
b ilk ev itch i (Z arudny)

Trochalopteron (Ianthocincla) lineatum bilkevitchi Zarudny, 1910, O ra.
Monatsb. 18: 188 (Kulyab, Tadzhikistan)

Ianthocincla lineatum ziaratensis Ticehurst, 1920, Bull. Brit. O ra. Cl.
41: 55 (Ziarat)

Baker, FBI No. 174, Vol. 1: 182 
local names. None recorded. 
size. B ulbul i ;  length  c. 20 cm (8 in .). 
field characters. As in  1314, q.v.
status, distribution a n d  habitat. R esident, subject to  vertical m ove

m ents, fairly com m on. T h e  Q uetta-P ish in  distric t o f W est P ak istan  in  the  
C entra l B rahui R ange (M urdar, T ak a tu , Z arghun  an d  K halifa t m ountains),
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Jtso_____ [70___ so ̂ _________901 '
Distributional ranges

G. L bilkevitchi (1312). G. 1. gilgit (1313).

B H  G. 1. lineatus (1314). lllllllllllll G. 1. setqfer (1315).

G. 1. imbricatus (1316). § § §§ G. virgatus (1317)-

and  in the Fort Sandem an district (Torkhan, Shingar and the Takht-i- 
Sulaim an). Breeds between 2400 and 3000 m. Moves down in winter and 
reaches Q u e tta  during  cold waves. Affects jun iper scrub, bush-covered 
slopes and  bushy nullahs, entering gardens in winter.

Extralimital. Eastern Afghanistan and  Tadzhikistan. T he species in other 
races extends east along the H im alayas to NEFA  and southeastern Tibet.

general habits, food and  voice. As in 1314.
breeding. Season, M ay  to Ju ly . Nest, described as a  massive structure of 

fibrous m aterial and  bulbous p lan t stems, lined w ith fine grass stems and hair, 
abou t 120 cm  up  in a  leafy bush. Eggs, unm arked turquoise-blue as in 1314; 
fade considerably after being blown. Two eggs measure 26*3 X 19 and 26 X 
18*8 m m  (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. Paler than gilgit (1313); differs from it in having paler 
rusty, not chestnut, ear-coverts; grey, not olive-brown, rump and upper tail-coverts, 
and grey, not grey-brown belly; the markings on the breast are paler and yellower, 
not red-brown.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
cf 9 80-85 c. 18 26-27 92-97 mm

(HW, GBT)
colours of bare parts. N ot recorded. Probably not different from those of 

1314.
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1313. G ilgit Streaked Laughing T h ru sh . G a rru la x  lin ea tu s g i lg i t
(H artert)

Ianthodncla lineatum gilgit Hartert, 1909, Vog. pal. Fauna 1: 636
(Gilgit)

Baker, FBI No. 173, Vol. 1: 182

local names. None recorded.
s iz e . Bulbul length c. 20 cm  (8 in.).
field characters. As in 1314, q.v.
status, distribution and  habitat. Com m on resident, subject to seasonal 

vertical movements. W est Pakistan in  N .W .F .P . from  Safed K oh  and  
Sam ana to C hitral, east to the Indus, no rth  to  Gilgit, the H unza  V alley as 
far as H unza (Baltit), the Indus V alley as far as Skardu, an d  Astor to the  
north  side of the Burzil Pass; from  1400 to 3600 m , m ostly betw een 1800 
and  3000 m, descending to the lower valleys in  w inter (bu t recorded as high 
as 2700.m  in  this season). Affects bushes in  open pine or fir forest, w ild rose 
scrub and  other thickets, shrubbery n ear cultivation, en tering  orchards 
a t  lower levels in  w inter. Fond o f creeping ab o u t the  stone walls o f houses 
in  m ountain villages.

general habits, food and  voice. As in  1314.
breeding. Season , nest and  eggs  (c/2-4) as in  1314. Seven eggs average 

24-9 X 18-5 m m  (Baker).
M useum D iagnosis. Similar to lineatus (1314) but paler and greyer, less rufous. 

See also Key to the Subspecies.
MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1314.

1314. Sim la Streaked Laughing T h ru sh . G a rru la x  linea tu s lin ea tu s
(Vigors)

Cinclosoma lineatum Vigors, 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 56 
(Himalaya Mts =  NW. Himalayas vide Hume, 1875, Stray Feathers 

3: 396 =  Simla-Almora area)
Ianthodncla lineatum grisescentior Hartert, 1909, Vog. pal. Fauna 1: 636 

(Western Himalayas, Simla)
Baker, FBI No. 172, Vol. Is 142 

P la te  75, fig* 6 , facin g  p* 48

local name. Sheen-a-pi-pin (Kashmir).
size. Bulbul + ;  length c. 20 cm  (8 in .).
field characters. A small uncrested streaked laughing th rush  w ith  a  

greyish white term inal band  on rounded  tail.
A bove , crown and  upper back grey streaked w ith dark  b row n; m iddle 

back streaked w ith w hite; rum p olive-brown. Ear-coverts a n d  wings rufous; 
tail olive-brown faintly barred , rufous on sides, tipped  greyish. B e lo w , th ro a t 
and  breast streaked w ith rufous, each feather w ith  a  w hite shaft. Low er belly 
olive-brown. T ail g raduated  w ith black subterm inal spot on ou ter rectrices 
and pale grey tip. Sexes alike.

T he  ra ther sim ilar S triated  L aughing T hrush  (1279) is m uch larger and  
has a  conspicuous mop-like crest.
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status, distribution and habitat. Common resident, subject to seasonal 
vertical movements. T he western H im alayas from M urree and H azara 
east through K ashm ir (south of the m ain range), H im achal Pradesh, Lahul, 
K ulu and  U tta r  Pradesh to K um aon. Intergrades with setafer in Kum aon- 
westem  Nepal, and  w ith gilgit in H azara. Breeds between 1200 and 3000 m- 
optim um  zone 1800-2700 m. A ltitudinal zone appears to vary according 
to local conditions. F rom  O ctober to M arch, it is mostly found between 
1000 and  1800 m  though a few birds m ay be seen as high as 2700 m. In  
L ahul it occurs between 3000 and  3600 m. Occasionally descends to 600 m 
during cold spells. Affects bush-covered slopes, Berberis and  Rosa scrub 
(Lahul), wooded nullahs, cultivation, undergrow th in  open forest, even 
venturing into gardens, courtyards o f houses or verandas.

GENERAL habits. Seen in  pairs or small parties of three to six according 
to the season. Keeps m ore to the ground than  most other laughing thrushes, 
shuffling along in tangles of grass, bracken and low bushes, hopping or 
creeping on the ground like an  accentor, flirting its wings and jerking its 
tail to one side, then  to the other. R eluctant to fly; when disturbed, merely 
flies a  short distance downhill and  pitches into the nearest cover. Hops up 
a  tree rapid ly  from  branch  to b ranch  bu t seldom if ever ascends very high 
and  does no t sail from  tree to tree as other members of the genus often do, 
bu t ra th e r drops to the ground and  scuttles hurriedly to the next bush, half 
hopping, ha lf flying. A skulker when away from habitations.

food. Insects, berries, seeds, occasionally even bread-crumbs.
voice and  calls. M em bers of a  party  keep up an  incessant conversa

tional squeaking in low querulous notes rendered as chit-chit-chitrr, ckicker- 
chicker, xmtty-kitly-cree or a  soft, churring crrer-r (HW ). T he oftenest heard 
call-note is a  loud, clear whistle p'ty-weer, or titty-titty-we are u ttered from a 
prom inent perch. A larm , a  plaintive, unm istakable twee-twee-twee (Bates) 
or sweet-pea-pea-pea (F lem ing); the Kashm iris hear it as sheen-a-pay-pay-pay 
and  regard the b ird  as the herald  of w inter on first hearing it in autum n 
w hen it comes into tow n limits, for this call means ‘ oh! snow, fall, fall, fall ’. 
Song phrases u ttered  during the breeding season from tree-top or branch: 
trit-tew, tewit and  ju-wi-ye (M agra th ); a  jingling squeaky whistle o f three 
descending ra th er plaintive notes pee-pi-pi o f the tim bre of those of ^osterops 
or Muscicapa thalassina (SA). Song period : M arch to September.

breeding. Season, overall M arch  to Septem ber, chiefly M ay and  June. 
A t least two broods are  norm ally reared. Nest, a  deep cup of coarse grass 
and  dead  leaves, loose and  untidy  on the exterior bu t more compactly 
woven inside, lined w ith fine grass and  rootlets. W ell concealed in  low 
bushes, sometimes a t the end o f low fir branches, in  a  pollarded tree, in thick 
grass on sloping banks, once in  a  honeysuckle climbing up a  veranda; 
usually w ithin a  m etre from the ground, sometimes up to a  couple of metres. 
Eggs, 2 to 4, norm ally 3, turquoise-blue, unm arked. Average size of 16 
eggs 25 *8 x  18-7 m m  (Osmaston) and  of 100 eggs 25-6 X 18*4 m m  (Baker). 
Both sexes share in, a t least, incubation. Frequently brood-parasitized by 
the cuckoos Clamator jacobinus, Cuculus micropterus and  C. sparverioides.

M useum D iagnosis. Differs from setafer (1315) in being paler both above and 
below, with broader grey edges to the feathers of the underparts. See also Key to 
the Subspecies.
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Y o u n g , like adult but rusty markings and shaft-streaks on breast less well 
defined. Head and rump browner. Primary character not present (i.e. 1st primary 
not blunt and soft), but rectrices narrower. Postjuvenal moult, only of body- 
feathers.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing 3 &<? 71-81; 2 9 9 78, 82 mm (Rand & Fleming).

Weight 25 cf 9 (Apr.-May) 36-46 (av. 40 • 7) g — SA.
colours of bare parts. Iris reddish brown. Bill dark brown, paler at base 

of lower mandible. Legs and feet fleshy brown.

1315. Nepal Streaked Laughing T h ru sh . Garrulax lineatus setafer
(Hodgson)

Cinc,(losoma) setafer Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 148 (Nepal)
Baker, FBI No. 171, Vol. 1: 180

local name. Bhekura (Nepal).
size. Bulbul length c. 20 cm  (8 in.).
FIELD characters. As in 1314, q.v.
status, distribution and  habitat. Resident, locally com m on, subject 

to seasonal vertical movements. N epal, D arjeeling an d  Sikkim ; from  c. 
1800 to 3000 m, up  to 3300 in  the L angtang  V alley, and  3900 m  in K hum bu. 
Recorded in  w inter from 1000 to 2700 m. Affects hillside scrub undergrow th , 
open forest and  edges o f cultivation. N ot confined to thick grow th as m ost 
laughing thrushes are.

general habits, food and  voice. As in  1314.
breeding. As in 1314.
M useum D iagnosis. Differs from lineatus in having the head browner (less ashy), 

rump darker, ear-coverts and streaks of underparts darker. Black subterminal band 
on outer rectrices much broader.

measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

cTc? 77-81 18-19 c. 29 90-97 mm
9 9 72-80 c. 19 c. 29 c. 90 mm

(BB, Rand & Fleming)
Weight 3 cfc? 3 9 ^ 5 ; 3 9 9 37-43 g (GD).
colours of bare parts. Iris brown. Bill homy brown, paler on commissure 

and lower mandible; mouth pale yellowish flesh. Legs and feet pale homy 
brown.

PLATE 75 (cont.)
6 Garrulax l. lineatus, Simla Streaked Laughing Thrush (1314). 7 Turdoides a. a finis, 
Whiteheaded Babbler (1267). 8 Garrulax a. austeni, Browncapped Laughing Thrush 
(1318). 9 Pteruthius x. xanthochlorus, Eastern Green Shrike-Babbler (1343). 10 Leio- 
thrixa. argentauris, Himalayan Silvereared Mesia (1333). 11 Garrulax s. subunicolor, 
Plaincoloured Laughing Thrush (1320).
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PLATE 75
1 Garrulax henrici, Prince Henri’s Laughing Thrush (1321). 2 Gamrfax rujicollis, Rufousnecked Laughing 
Thrush (1303). 3 Garrulax c. cachinnans, Nilgiri Laughing Thrush (1307). 4 Garrulax virgatus, Manipur 
Streaked Laughing Thrush (1317). 5 Garrulax m. merulinus, Spottedbreasted Laughing Thrush (1304).
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1316. Bhutan Streaked Laughing T h ru sh . Garrulax lineatus imbricatus
Blyth

G.(arrulax) imbricatus Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 951
(Bhutan)

Baker, FBI No. 175, Vol. 1: 183 
local names. None recorded. 
siz e . B ulbul ± ;  length c. 20 cm  (8 in .).
FIELD characters. As in 1314, q.v.
STATUS, distribution an d  habitat. Resident, locally common. Bhutan 

an d  western N E F A  (T aw ang region). E astern lim it unknown. Breeds bet
ween 1500 an d  2400 m , locally up  to 3000 m . A  specimen from the Buxa 
duars in  M ay. Affects thick scrub on the edges o f cultivation; also bushes 
an d  long grass in  uncultivated  areas.

Extralimital. T ib e tan  areas ad jacen t to its range in  B hutan and  NEFA. 
general habits, food and  voice. As in  1314. Usually tam e and con

fiding. O n  occasion behaves very like Jung le  Babbler, hopping about picking 
k itchen scraps a round , an d  even entering, occupied labourers’ hutm ents; 
scuttling off w ith  squeaky whistles into adjoining shrubbery in a larm  at 
inm ates’ m ovem ents, b u t soon re tu rn ing  to feed when all is quiet again. 

breeding. U nrecorded ; probably  as in  1314.
M useum D iagnosis. Streaks darker than in other subspecies and occupying the 

whole feather. Rump darker than in setafer. Upperparts uniform dark chocolate 
colour with dark shafts on head and white shafts on mande and scapulars. Underparts 
dark chocolate with white shaft-streaks on breast. Ear-coverts dull greyish brown 
with pronounced white shaft-dps. Subterminal band of tail blacker and wider. 

measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

77-82 17-21 29-34 84-102 mm
9 9 74-80 18-20 30-33 94-102 mm

(SA, Kinnear)
Weight 3 cfc? 46-50; 4 9  9  42-45; 8 9 44-52 g (SA).
colours of bare parts. As in 1315.

1317. M anipur Streak ed  Laughing T h ru sh . Garrulax virgatus
(G od win-Austen)

Trochalopteron virgatum Godwin-Austen, 1874, Proc. Zool. Soc. London:
46 (Razami under Kopamedza Ridge, Naga Hills)

Trochalopteron virgatum querulum Koelz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 38
(Hmuntha, Lushai Hills)

Baker, FBI No. 170, Vol. 1: 179 
P la te  75, fig . 4 , facin g  p . 48

local name. Dao-phiri (Cachari).
size. M y n a  + ;  length  c. 25 cm  (10 in.).
field characters. Above> forehead an d  supercilium  to nape white. 

Lores rufous-chestnut; crow n and  back dark  brow n w ith conspicuous
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white shaft-streaks. R um p olive-brown w ith  pale  streaks. T a il olive-brown 
finely cross-rayed. W ings rufous-chestnut w ith  w hitish shoulders. Below , 
chin and  th ro a t chestnut shading in to  ochraceous-buff on  rest o f u n d er
parts, all except chin w ith w hite shaft-streaks. Flanks olive-brown. Sexes 
alike.

T he  larger S triated  L aughing T hrush  (1279) has a  loose m op-like crest 
and  no supercilium .

status, distribution an d  habitat. R esident, locally com m on. Assam 
hills in C achar (the whole o f the hill-ranges, according  to  Baker), N agaland , 
M an ipu r and  M izo Hills (see m ap, p . 45 ); from  c. 900 to  2400 m . Affects 
dam p evergreen forest w ith  heavy undergrow th , stun ted  oak forest w ith 
undergrow th o f ferns an d  o ther p lants, a n d  thick secondary grow th.

Extralimital. T h e  C hin Hills o f B urm a.
general habits. N ot gregarious an d  n o t as noisy as o ther laughing 

thrushes, shy an d  retiring . G enerally  keeps in pairs to  th ick undergrow th  
and  on the  ground, seldom  show ing itself.

food. Chiefly insects; doubtless also berries a n d  seeds.
voice an d  calls. A  peculiar, soft, single-noted call a n d  som e sweet 

conversational notes.
breeding. Season, A pril to Ju ly . Nest, a  deep, stoutly  b u ilt cup  o f  tendrils, 

dead  leaves, grasses, roots, fine bents, bam boo-leaves, b racken  an d  moss, 
lined w ith  rootlets. W ell concealed in th ick  bushes, from  n e a r the  g round  
to  abou t two m etres up . Eggs, 2 o r 3, m ore often the form er, c lear b lue w ith 
sometimes a  greenish tinge, indistinguishable from  those o f G . lineatus. 
Average size o f  100 eggs 26 X 19*2 m m  (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters; for details of plumage Baker, loc. cit.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from feathers)

<?9 85-89 c. 17 c. 31 110-115 mm
(Baker)

(from skull)
6 & &  82-87 —  mm
1 9  SI 21 mm

(Heinrich)
colours of bare parts. Iris brown, sometimes yellowish; orbital skin dusky 

plumbeous. Bill very dark to blackish brown. Legs and feet fleshy; claws brownish; 
sole yellowish.

1318. B row ncapped Laughing T h ru sh . G a rru la x  au sten i austen i
(Godwin-Austen)

Trockalopteron austeni Godwin-Austen, 1870, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 39: 105
(Hengdan Peak, N. Cachar)

Baker, FBI No. 146, Vol. 1: 160 
P la te  75, fig . 8 , fa c in g  p . 48

local name. Dao-gajao-i-ba (Cachari).
size. M y n a; length  c. 22 cm  (9 in .).
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FIELD characters. A rufous-brown laughing thrush with underparts 
barred  and  m ottled w ith whitish and  brown. A pale w ing-bar and  pale 
grey outer edge o f wing. Sides of neck finely streaked w ith white. Tail 
rufous-brown above, blackish below w ith white tips. Sexes alike.

status, distribution and  habitat. Scarce resident. Assam in the Khasi, 
C achar and  M izo hills, N agaland an d  M an ipur; from 1800 to 2700 m ’ 
less often dow n to 1500 m , rarely  1200 m. Affects oak and  rhododendron 
forest, bushes in ravines and  clearings, and  bam boo thickets along forest 
m argins.

Extralimital. A nother subspecies on M t V ictoria, C hin Hills.
general habits. Keeps in  pairs or small family parties, moving along 

the ground under cover of thickets, occasionally clim bing in  low bushes. 
R e luc tan t to  fly an d  w hen forced to, does so w ith the usual fluttering and 
sailing.

food. Insects an d  seeds.
voice and  calls. A  liquid  three-noted whistle to meet you very reminiscent 

o f th a t o f Pellomeum ruficeps b u t m uch louder; also a  soft tick when working 
in  the  underbush  an d  some loud harsh  calls like a  w ounded tree pie (SDR). 
Song, a  pleasant, flute-like phrase, easy to im itate, ti-ti-ti-tia-tui-ti the fourth 
no te  longer an d  lower, w ith  several variations; call-note, a  double, loud, 
resounding whisde krru-krru; alarm -note, a  subdued krtipp . . . krupp . . . 
kriipp frequently  an d  quickly repeated  (H einrich).

breeding. Season, A pril to August, mostly the  la tter ha lf of April and 
M ay. Nest, cup-shaped, m ade o f tendrils, roots, leaves, moss, grass, etc., 
lined  w ith  rootlets and  a  few bents. U sually placed in  bushes w ithin a  couple 
o f m etres from  the ground, sometimes up  to three m etres in  small trees. 
EggSy usually 3, sometimes 4, occasionally 2, white. Average size of 46 eggs 
26*3 X 19 m m  (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters; for details of plumage Baker, loc. cit.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from feathers)

4 90-100 c. 20 c. 35 c. 120 mm
1 9  90

(Baker, 9 wing by SDR)
Weight 4 & &  63-74; 1 9  59 g (SDR).
colours of bare parts. Iris brown to pale whitish brown. Bill black. Legs 

and feet brown.

1319. Bluew inged Laughing T h ru sh . G arru lax  squam atus (Gould)

Ianthocincla squamata Gould, 1835, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 48 (Sikkim)
Trochalopteron squamatum subsquamatum Koelz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 38

(Pynursla, Khasia Hills)
Baker, FBI No. 164, Vol. 1: 174 

Plate 73, fig. 9, facing p. 16
local names. Tarmal-pho (Lepcha); Nabom (Bhutea).
siz e . M yna + ;  length  c. 25 cm  (10 in .).
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field characters. A  dark  olive-brown laughing  th rush  w ith  black 
scaly m arkings over the whole body, especially on  back. A  black supercilium  
and  white eye, very conspicuous. W ing black w ith  pale blue ou ter edge and 
a  large rufous shoulder-patch. Both u p p er a n d  u n der tail-coverts chestnu t, 
tail blackish w ith a  rufous term inal band . Sexes alike.

T he sim ilarly scaly species subunicolor (1320) lacks the  black supercilium , 
has buff wings an d  belly, an d  the  ou ter rectrices tipped  w hite.

status, distribution an d  habitat. R esident, uncom m on in  the  H im a
layas, m ore com m on south of B rahm apu tra  R . F rom  cen tra l N epal (Biswas, 
JB N H S 59: 215) east th rough  D arjeeling, Sikkim, B hu tan  a n d  N E FA  to 
the M ishm i H ills; the  hills o f Assam, N agaland  a n d  M an ip u r. In  the  H im a
layas breeds betw een 1000 a n d  2400 m , m ostly 1300-2200 m  (recorded a t 
3400 m  in  w inter in  the  D aijeeling  distric t by  M einertzhagen). In  the  K hasi 
and  G achar hills, breeds m ostly betw een 900 a n d  1200 m , m ore sparingly  
to 1500 m , occasionally to 1800 m . Affects hu m id  dense bushes, ringal 
bam boo an d  rhododendron, especially along the  banks o f  stream s and  
rivers.

E xtratim tal. Extends to w estern an d  n o rth e rn  B urm a, a n d  w estern 
Y unnan; also no rthern  V ietnam .

general habits. F ound  singly or m ore usually  in  pairs o r sm all fam ily 
parties keeping close to  the  g round  in dense cover. A n  invetera te  skulker, 
seldom taking flight w hen alarm ed, d iving in to  th icker cover a n d  escaping 
silendy an d  unseen.

food. Insects, berries an d  seeds.
voice an d  calls. C all-note, a  thrush-like chuck (SD R ) ; som e rich  a n d  

full conversational notes (B aker); c lam ouring  loudly w hen  excited (M einertz
hagen). Song rendered  as cur-white-to-go an d  free-for-you (F lem ing).

breeding. Season, A pril to  Ju ly . N est, a  com pact cup  o f leaves, fine 
twigs, grass, roots a n d  some moss, bou n d  w ith  a  few tendrils a n d  long 
roots, lined w ith  rootlets. U sually  p laced  in  low bushes w ith in  a  couple of 
m etres from  the ground. Eggs, no rm ally  3, often 2, seldom  4, deep blue, 
unm arked. A verage size o f 50 eggs from  Assam  2 9 -4  X 20*7 m m  (B aker). 
Eggs taken in  Sikkim by  O sm aston differ in  being  m uch  p a le r a n d  bigger, 
nine eggs averaging 29*9 X 22*2 m m .

Museum D iagnosis. See Field Characters. Appears to be dimorphic, some birds 
having a bronze-coloured tail with rufous tip and the crown concolorous with the 
back, others a black tail and ashy crown. Sides of head and lores may be rufous or 
olive-brown. For details of plumage, see Baker loc. cit.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
c? 9 99-105 24-25 39 97-103 mm

(HW)
tfd* 100-106 — — 102-107 mm
9 9 98-103 — — 98 (one) mm

(Heinrich, Mayr, BB, SDR)
Weight 1 9 84 g (SA).
colours of bare parts. Iris ivory white (brown in juvenile). Bill dark brown. 

Legs and feet brownish flesh.
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1320. P lain colou red  Laughing T h ru sh . G arru lax  subunicolor subunicolor
(Blyth)

Trochalopteron subunicolor Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 952 (Nepal) 
Ianthocincla subunicolor griseata Rothschild, 1921, Novit. Zool. 28: 33 

(Shweli-Salween Divide, Yunnan)
Baker, FBI No. 160, Vol. 1: 171 
P la te  75, fig . 11, facin g  p . 48 

local names. Tarmal-pho (Lepcha); Nabom (Bhutea). 
size. M y n a; length  c. 23 cm  (9 in .).
field characters. A n olive-brown laughing thrush with dark  scaly m ark

ings over the whole body plum age. Crow n and  nape washed w ith grey. Bill very 
short. C en tra l rectrices olive-brow n; the rest largely black, the outer three 
tipped w hite. A  large straw -coloured patch  on wing, the outer edge very pale 
grey, some flight-feathers w ith  pale tips. Abdom en buff, also scaly. Sexes alike.

D istinguished from  G . squ am atu s  by lack of the black supercilium ; also 
by  the  straw -coloured w ing-patch and  the w hite-tipped outer rectrices.

status, distribution and  habitat. Resident, subject to some vertical 
m ovem ents; locally com m on. Eastern N epal [Ilam  district; T ing  Sang, 
c. 86°E. long. (D iesselhorst); also a  probable sight record from the C hautara 
district, cen tra l N epal (Biswas, JB N H S 59: 215)], D aijeeling, Sikkim, 
B hutan  an d  N E FA  to the M ishm i Hills. Breeds from  1800 to a t least 3600 m 
(from 2100 to 3900 m  in  n o rth ern  B urm a). R ecorded in  w inter from 800 
to 3400 m ; a  w ithdraw al from  the highest zone in  the cold season is probable. 
Affects thickets o f R u b u s  and  dw arf rhododendron, bam boo, undergrowth 
in  m ixed deciduous forest, and  secondary growth. Occurs both  in  thick 
forest an d  open areas (‘over alp ine m eadow ’, C ranbrook, JB N H S 37: 353).

E x tr a lim ita L  Extends to southeast T ibet, northeast Burm a and  north 
west Y u n n an ; ano ther race  in n o rthern  V ietnam .

general habits. Keeps in  flocks of ten  to tw enty birds in the non
breeding  season, m oving th rough  tangles of bushes and  vines or on the ground.

food. Insects (beetles, grasshoppers, etc.), snails, centipedes, berries 
an d  green vegetable m atter.

voice an d  calls. A clear whistle o f four notes, a  sharp alarm -note and 
some squeaky conversational notes.

breeding. Season , A pril to  Ju n e . N e s t, cup-shaped, m ade of grass, moss, 
lined w ith  soft bam boo leaves. Placed in bushes or on a  low branch  within 
a  m etre  or so from  the ground. E g g s , 3 or 4, pale greenish blue, unm arked. 
T h ree  eggs m easure 2 9 ‘5 x  23 to 30*3 X 23 m m  (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters; for details of plumage Baker, loc. cit. 
Y o u n g ,  like adult but upperparts, especially rump, more rusty with the black 

scalloping barely indicated. Throat dark brown, breast more rusty brown, scalloping 
absent or faintly indicated. Rectrices narrower. 

measurements
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from feathers)
9 90-95 18 c. 35 c. 100-105 mm

(Baker)
(from skull)

tfi o 90-100 19-20 36-40 95-120 mm
(Mayr, SDR, SA)

7 cF 9 89-96 mm (Stresemann).
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Weight 3 63-69 g (GD, SA).
colours of bare parts. Iris straw. Bill blackish brown. Legs and feet horny brown.

1321. P rin ce H enry’s Laughing T h ru sh . Garrulax henrici (O ustalet)

Trochalopteron Henrici Oustalet, 1892, Ann. Sci. Nat. 12: 274 
(South Tibet =  Aio and Soutu)
Baker, FBI No. 176, Vol. 1: 183 

P la te  75, fig . 1, fa cin g  p . 48

local name. Jomo ( =  the lady. Tibetan).
size. M yna +  ; length c. 25 cm  (10 in .).
field characters. Abovef crow n and  back mouse grey. Lores a n d  ear- 

coverts dark  chestnut-brow n, w ith  fine w hite supercilium  above a n d  w hite 
crescentic cheek-patch below. Folded wings ashy w ith  a  blackish shoulder- 
patch and  a  larger rufous patch . T ail blackish grey tipped  w ith  w hite. 
Below, buffish grey diffusely dark  streaked, w ith  chestnut vent a n d  u n d er 
tail-coverts. Sexes alike.

status, distribution and  habitat. C om m on resident, subject to  vertical 
movements. Southeastern T ibe t an d  p robab ly  N E FA  in  T ib e tan  facies 
(upper Subansiri and  Tsangpo basins).1 Also locally in  the  u p p er A run  
Valley, ju s t no rth  o f the N epal bo rder (W ollaston, Ibis 1922: 506). T h e  
dom inant laughing thrush  betw een 2700 and  4500 m , descending to  2000 m  
in w inter. Affects scrub in  the d ry  as well as th e  w et zone.

general habits. Keeps in pairs du ring  the  b reeding  season, otherw ise 
in small parties, always on the  move, seldom  show ing itself, flying low 
from cover to cover.

food. U nrecorded. Doubtless berries an d  insects.
voice and  calls. H as the  typical noisy chatterings o f the  genus, a n d  a 

fluty call whoh-hee (W addell in FB I). Its call-notes resem ble those o f G. 
affinis w ith  w hich a t  times it associates (Ludlow ).

breeding. Season, M ay an d  Ju n e . Nest, a  ra th e r  un tid y  struc tu re  of 
d n e d  grass, dead  leaves, strips o f bark , moss, etc. lined w ith  d ry  tw isted 
grass. Placed in  low bushes and  hedges. Eggs, 2 or 3, indistinguishable from  
those o f G. erytkrocephalus. Average size o f 13 eggs, 30*5 X 21 m m  (Ludlow ).

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters.
Y o u n g ,  like adult but browner j ear-coverts blackish instead of brown.
measurements

Wing 3 103, 106, 111 mm; 10 9 9 101—107mm (Ludlow. The figure 130
given in Ibis 1944: 77 is a lapsus for 103 mm.)

Bill (from skull) 23; tarsus 37; tail 137 mm (MD).
Hartert (p. 632) gives

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from feathers)

115 \  140-150 mm
$ $  110 /  22-23 c- 37 __

COLOURS OF BARE parts. Iris crimson. Bill nut-brown. Legs and feet dark 
plumbeous.

x  kP 16 loc?Hty Sboaka (=  Showa) given in FBI 1: 183 is not in the Mishmi Hills but in Tibet as pointed out by Ludlow, Ibis 1944: 77.
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Garrulax affinis Blyth 

K ey to  th e Subspecies
Edgings of breast-feathers greyish white and conspicuous..........
.................................................................................... ... .G. a. affinis
Edgings of breast-feathers dull grey and relatively inconspicuous
* • . ................................................................................G. a. bethelae

1322* W estern  Blackfaced Laughing Thrash* Garrulax affinis affinis
Blyth

Garrulax affinis Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 950 
(Nepal =  central Nepal)

Garrulax affinis flemingi Rand, 1953, Nat. Hist. Miscellanea, No. 116: 2 
(Lete, Baglung Dist., West Nepal)

Baker, FBI No. 161 (part), Vol. 1: 172
local names. None recorded.
size. M yna ± 5  length c. 25 cm  (10 in.).
field characters. As in 1323, q.v.
status, distribution and  habitat. Resident, subject to vertical move

ments, fairly comm on. W est-central and  central Nepal. Breeds between 
2800 and  4100 m, winters betw een 1500 and  3600 m. Affects pine and birch 
thickets, bam boo, ju n ip e r and  stunted rhododendron.

general habits, food and  voice. As in  1323.
breeding. As in 1323.
M useum D iagnosis. See 1323 under Museum Diagnosis.
MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1323.

1323. E astern  B lackfaced Laughing Thrash* Garrulax affinis bethelae
R an d  & Fleming

Garrulax affinis bethelae Rand & Fleming, 1956, Fieldiana, Zool. 39, No. 1: 2
(Thangu, Sikkim)

Baker, FBI No. 161 (part), Vol. 1: 172 
Vol* 6, p late 71

local names. None recorded.
size. M yna length c. 25 cm  (10 in.).
field characters. Above, head mostly black w ith a  white m alar patch, 

white sides to nape  and  white semi eye-ring. Back brown, finely scalloped. 
Wings olive-yellow w ith slate tip  and  outer edge, and  a small black shoulder- 
spot. U p p er tail-coverts rufous-brown. T ail olive-yellow with slate tip. 
Below, chin black; rest o f underparts rufous-brown with grey scale-like 
markings. Sexes alike.

T h e  black face w ith two w hite patches com bined w ith yellow-and-slate 
wings identify this species.

status, distribution and  habitat. Com m on resident, subject to vertical 
movements. T he  eastern h a lf of Nepal, Darjeeling, Sikkim, Bhutan, western 
N EFA  [T aw ang (W histler, Ibis 1941: 173), Tsu Valley, M ishmi Hills
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(Bailey, JB N H S 24: 75) and  probably  th roughou t the  Agency a t suitable 
elevations]. O ne of the highest-altitude laughing thrushes, breeding  betw een 
2400 and  4200 m , mostly above 2800 m , locally up  to 4500 m . F ound  in 
w inter between 1600 and  a t least 3600 m . Affects rhododendron  bushes, 
scrub oak and  bam boo in  m ixed oak and  conifer, or b irch  a n d  fir forest, 
and  dw arf rhododendron above tim ber-line.

E x tr a lim ita l. Southeastern T ibet. T h e  species extends to southw estern 
Szechuan and  northern  V ie tnam ; also Form osa.

general habits. Keeps in  pairs during  the  b reeding  season, otherwise 
in small parties usually no t in  m ixed com pany d u ring  the  sum m er m onths, 
but in w inter often w ith A lc ip p e  vin ipectu s. Feeds m ostly in bushes, often n e a r  
or on the ground and  also in  the  crowns o f sm all trees. R uns ab o u t rat-like 
in the scrub over moss-covered boulders an d  fallen tree-trunks a t great 
speed, seldom taking wing. N ot so tim id  as o ther laugh ing  thrushes b u t 
very noisy when excited.

food. Berries (R u b u s , V iburnum , G a u lth en a y w ild straw berries, etc .), 
crab-apples, seeds an d  insects.

voice and  calls. H as the usual low conversational chuckles o f the 
genus. A larm , a  long rolling w h irr -w h irre r  (S tanford). Song, u tte red  from 
an  elevated position, the  top of a  bush or rock, the  b ird  usually  rem ain ing  
hidden by overhanging foliage; described as a  m ournful, m onotonous and  
continually repeated  four-note strophe (C ranbrook), p robab ly  th e  sam e 
rendered by Diesselhorst as ts i  ts i t i i  w iu  or by SA as a  m elodious w histling 
Ubwee o r to -w ee-you . Flem ing describes a  varie ty  o f clear calls y o u  w e a ry , 
wheeooo, eee-rrr, k a y-lu ck . T he song m ay be heard  every m on th , b u t m ore 
regularly from  M arch  to A ugust (Proud).

breeding. Season , M ay  and  Ju n e . N e s t ,  cup-shaped, exteriorly  m ade 
mostly o f moss an d  fine twigs w ith an  inner layer o f  d ry  rhododend ron  
leaves, root fibres an d  a  few grass blades, lined only w ith  roo t fibres. D ia
m eter of nest c. 18 cm , o f cup  7-5  cm, dep th  o f cup  5 cm . P laced  in  bushes, 
usually rhododendron, betw een 1 and  2 • 5 m  from  the  g round . E g g s ,  2 or 
3, blue w ith a greenish tinge, m arked w ith  a  few blackish brow n spots and  
scrolls, m ostly around  the larger end. A verage size o f 12 eggs 28-5 X 
21 *2 m m  (Baker). Like m any  species o f the  genus, bo th  paren ts get very 
excited, raising intense outcries against in truders.

M useum D iagnosis. Differs from the nominate race (1322) in having the under
parts generally darker, with the edgings of the feathers dull grey v. greyish white. 
The crown averages blacker but this not constant. For details of plumage see Baker 
loc. cit.

Y o u n g ,  a dull version of the adult; lacks grey edges to mantle and ashy edges 
on breast. Rectrices narrower, but juvenal timaline character of wing (soft blunt 
first primary) not present (Whistler).

measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

&& 98-115 24 (2) 36-40 (3) 134—135 (2) m m
9  9  102-110 23 (2) 39-42 (2) 118-127 (2) m m

(Kinnear, Rand & Fleming, SA)
Wing 28 c? 9  99-109 mm (Stresemann).
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• Weight 8 c^cfi 67-80; 6 9 9  66-72 g (GD, SA, SDR).
colours OF BARE parts. Iris brown or • olive-khaki\  Bill homy black. Legs 

pinkish- or homy brown; claws dark brown;

Garrulax erythrocephalus (Vigors)

K ey to  th e Subspecies
(All races intergrade along their given boundaries)

Page
A Chin and throat black 

a Crown chestnut
1 Paler........................ ............................................ G. e. erythrocephalus 57
2 Darker.............................................. ......................... ............. G.e.kali 59

b Anterior crown streaked with black
3 Upper back paler..................................................... G. e. nigrimentus 59
4 Upper back darker...................................................... G, e. impmdens 60

B Chin and throat chestnut
c Back and breast with black round spots

5 Supercilium absent or less pronounced..................G. e. erythrolaema 62
6 A well-marked grey supercilium..................................G. e. godwini 61

d Back and breast with brown oval spots...................... G. e. chrysopterus 61

1324. R e d h e a d e d  L a u g h in g  T h ru s h . G arru lax  erythrocephalus
erythrocephalus (Vigors)

Cinclosoma erythrocephalum Vigors, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 171 (Himalayas, 
restricted to Chamba by Baker, 1920, * Handlist 15, an action which takes pre
cedence over the restriction to Simla-Almora area by Ticehurst & Whistler, 1924, 

Ibis: 468-73, or to Simla by Vaurie, 1953, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 73: 78)
Baker, FBI No. 148 (part), Vol. 1: 163

local names. None recorded.
size. M yna ± ; length c. 28 cm  (11 in.).
field characters. An olive-brown laughing thrush with rufous- 

chestnut crown and nape, black chin and scale-like black markings on 
breast, neck and  upper back. W ing and  sides o f tail olive-yellow; a  chestnut 
shoulder-patch. U nderparts deep ferruginous. Sexes alike.

status, distribution and  habitat. Resident, locally common, subject 
to vertical movements. T he H im alayas from Changla Gali and  M urree 
east to  K um aon. Breeds betw een 1800 and  3300 m, optim um  zone 2100- 
2700 m. From  m id O ctober to early A pril found mostly between 1200 and 
2000 m  and probably  also higher, descending to c. 700 m during cold spells. 
Affects dense undergrow th o f dw arf rhododendron, R u bu s , B erberis, etc. on 
hillsides, along nullahs, and  a t the edge of terraced cultivation and upland 
pastures.

general habits. Keeps in pairs in  the breeding season, otherwise in 
parties o f four to six, sometimes up to th irty  individuals, often in company 
with G. a lb o g u la ris  or G. affin is. Frequents low cover, flying restlessly from 
bush to bush or bouncing quickly over the ground, the long tail slightly 
raised, and  digs under dead leaves; sometimes seen a t m edium  heights in
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^ ^ to/ox ----- 1

Je o _____________ 70___________ 80 ^ __________ 901 ' *
Distributional ranges

W M aythrocephalus(1324) kali  (1325). BUB nigrimentus (1326).

m  imprudens (1327). godwini (*329)• B I S  chrysopterus (1328).

I—l—j  erythrolaema (133°) •

moss-covered trees, less often high up  in trees. Shy, a  g rea t skulker and  
usually silent; easily overlooked and  difficult to observe even w hen its 
characteristic chuckling m urm urs proclaim  its proxim ity in  the  under
growth.

fo o d . Insects, snails, leeches (once), seeds, berries and  o ther vegetable 
m atter. Food appears to be predom inantly  anim al in  spring  an d  sum m er, 
and  vegetal in au tum n  (Diesselhorst) an d  very likely also in  w inter, this 
being probably true for o ther high-altitude laughing thrushes as well.

voice  and  calls. A constant series of low tw itters and  chuckles w hen 
moving through thickets. A  deep churring  alarm -note m-u-r-r-r-r. T h e  song 
consists of several short phrases given three or four times a t intervals of a 
few seconds: pearl-lee9 to-reaper, to-real-year, you reap (F lem ing). O th e r calls: 
a  clear double whistle pheeou or piweep easily im itated  and  to w hich the b ird  
responds (H W ). A loud wee-ou-wee-whip, the last note h igher and  louder 
[probably uttered  by a different bird] (Smythies) sometimes given separately, 
sometimes in runs. Questing note, w hen looking for m ate  th a t has been 
shot, a  soft musical single twi-ee-you repeated  every half-second or so (once 
for over 10 m inutes) while hopping in  the shrubbery (SA).

b r ee d in g . Season, M ay to August. Nest, a  substantial, cup-shaped struc
ture of broad grass bents, fern fronds, moss and  dead  leaves, lined w ith  
rootlets. Usually placed in a  bush w ithin a  couple of m etres from  the ground. 
Eggs, 2 or 3, turquoise-blue sparsely m arked w ith liver-coloured blotches
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and  streaks, mostly a t the broad end. Average size of 100 eggs 28-4 x  
21*4 m m  (Baker). Com monly brood-parasitized by Pied Crested Cuckoo 
and  hawk-cuckoos.

M useum D iagnosis. The palest member of an east-west cline. Crown entirely 
rufous. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. cit.

Y o u n g ,  as adult but mantle tinged brown, black spots absent; chin black; 
throat rusty-olive, no spots; ear-coverts less markedly chestnut. Underparts grey 
with a buffy tinge; edges to wings duller. Rectrices narrower. 

measurements. As in 1325.
colours of bare parts. Iris greyish hazel. Bill blackish brown. Legs and feet 

horn-brown.

1325. N epal Redheaded Laughing T hrush . Garrulax erythrocephalus kali
V aurie

Garrulax erythrocephalus kali Vaurie, 1953, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 73: 78 
(Lete, Kali River Valley, Baglung dist., west-central Nepal)

Baker, FBI No. 148 (part), Vol. 1: 163
local names. None recorded.
size. M yna + ;  length c. 28 cm (11 in.).
field characters. As in 1324, q.v.
status, distribution and  habitat. Com m on resident, subject to vertical 

movements. W estern and  central Nepal. A ltitudinal distribution and 
hab ita t as in 1324.

general habits, food and  voice. As in 1324. 
breeding. As in  1324.
M useum D iagnosis. Intermediate between 1324 and 1326. Crown entirely rufous. 
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tail
(from skull)

cfcf 100-105 25-26 114-117 mm
9 9 92-105 24-25 106-108 mm

(BB, Rand & Fleming)
colours of bare parts. As in 1324.

1326. Sikkim  Redheaded Laughing T hrush. Garrulax erythrocephalus
nigrimentus (Oates)

Trochalopteron nigrimentum Oates, 1889, Fauna Brit. India, Bds., ed. 1, 1: 91 
(The Himalayas from Nepal to the Dafla Hills in Assam, inferentially restricted

to Sikkim, by Kinnear, 1937, X\>is: 32)
Baker, FBI No. 150 (part), Vol. 1: 164 

P la te  73, fig . 2, facin g  p . 16

local names. Tarphom-pho (Lepcha); Paniong (Bhutea).
size. M yna + ;  length c. 28 cm (11 in.).
field characters. As in 1324. See M useum  Diagnosis.
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status, distribution and  habitat. Com m on resident, subject to  vertical 
movements. East Nepal, Darjeeling, Sikkim, B hutan , w estern N E FA  
(Tawang) and  southeast T ibe t; from 2000 to 3000 m  (N epal), 3300 m  
(Bhutan) in  summer, and  from 1200 to over 3000 m  in  w inter [recorded 
a t 3500 m  in Decem ber (M einertzhagen) and  from  Buxa duars 600 m  in  the 
same m onth]. Affects forest w ith thick undergrow th  an d  especially tangled  
bushes on steep sides of ravines.

x c. 1

general habits, food and  voice. As in  1324.
breeding. As in  1324. Eggs, usually 2, rare ly  3, turquoise-blue 

m arked w ith liver-coloured blotches an d  streaks. A verage size o f 32 eggs 
28-5 X 20*9 m m  (Baker). Size o f 2 eggs 31 *2 X 2 1 * 7 a n d 2 8 * 2  X 21 *5 m m  
(Ludlow).

M useum D iagnosis. Differs from kali (1325) in having the sides of crown grey, 
the rufous restricted to nape, the anterior part of crown being broadly streaked with 
black; ear-coverts black with pale edges.

measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

97-107 23-25 37-43 110-124 mm
$ 9 93-103 22-25 39-42 105-125 mm

(Rand & Fleming, SA)
Weight 14 (fc f  75-89; 7 9 9 70-88 g (GD, SA).
colours of bare parts. Iris olive-brown or hazel-brown. Bill horny black. 

Legs and feet brownish flesh; claws homy brown.

1327. NEFA Redheaded Laughing T h ru sh . Garrulax erythrocephalus
imprudens R ipley

Garrulax erythrocephalus imprudens Ripley, 1948, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 61: 102 
(Tidding Saddle above Dreyi, Mishmi Hills, northeast Assam)

Baker, FBI No. 150 (part), Vol. 1: 164
local names. None recorded.
size. M yna + ;  length t. 28 cm  (11 in .).
field characters. As in  1324. See M useum  Diagnosis.
status, distribution and  habitat. C om m on resident, subject to vertical 

movements. N E FA  from  the D afla to the  M ishm i hills; lim its undeterm ined . 
A ltitudinal distribution and  h ab ita t presum ably as in  1326.

general habits, food and  voice. As in  1324.
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M useum D iagnosis. Differs from nigrimentus (1326) in being darker brown on 
upper back, and darker olive-brown with somewhat heavier black subterminal 
barring on throat and breast; more fulvous whitish on nape, sides of lower throat 
and breast. This colour fades rapidly and foxecT specimens of nigrimentus tend to 
assume the reddish brown tone of imprudens. 

measurements. As in 1326.
colours of bare parts. Iris brown. Bill black. Legs and feet brown.

1328. K h asi Redheaded Laughing T hrush . Garrulax etythrocephalus
chrysopterus (Gould)

Ianthocincla chrysoptera Gould, 1835, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 48 
(Himalayas errore =  Khasi Hills)
Baker, FBI No. 153, Vol. 1: 166

local names. None recorded.
size. M yna + ;  length c. 28 cm  (11 in.).
field characters. As in  1324 bu t w ith a  grey supercilium  and  chestnut 

throat. See M useum  Diagnosis.
status, distribution and  habitat. Resident, very locally distributed. 

K hasi Hills betw een 1200 and  1900 m. Affects bushes in open pine forest. 
general habits, food an d  voice. As in 1324.
breeding. Season, A pril to Ju ly . Nest, as in 1324. Eggs, generally 3, 

sometimes 2, m ore boldly m arked than  those o f the H im alayan races. 
Average size of 50 eggs 30*6 x  21 -6 m m  (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. Differs from other races in having brown oval lunar (gibbous) 
spots instead of black round spots on back and breast. A broad grey supercilium. 
Ear-coverts rufous, more or less tinged with grey. Chin and throat dark chestnut. 
Yellow on wing more golden, less greenish yellow.

Y o u n g  (immature). A dull edition of the adult. Spots on breast and back 
obsolete. Juvenal timaline characters — soft blunt first primary, narrower rectrices 
— present.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from feathers)
c?9  101-106 20-21 c. 38 110-115 mm

(Baker)
colours of bare parts. Iris yellowish or greyish brown, sometimes grey. Bill 

dark horny brown. Legs and feet fleshy or yellowish brown.

1329. N agaland Redheaded Laughing T hrush . Garrulax etythrocephalus
godwini (H arington)

Trochalopteron etythrocephalus godwini Harington, 1914, Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl. 33: 92
(Hengdan Peak, N. Cachar Hills)
Baker, FBI No. 151, Vol. 1: 165

local name. Dau-qua-lok (Cachari).
size. M yna + 5  length c. 28 cm (11 in.).
field characters. As in  1324. See M useum  Diagnosis.
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status, distribution  and  h a b it a t . Com m on resident. Assam in C achar, 
Nagaland and western M anipur; from c. 1500 to 2800 m. Affects under
growth in evergreen forest, stunted oak and  dw arf rhododendron scrub. 

g en er a l  habits, food  and v o ic e . As in 1324. 
br eed in g . Not recorded. Probably as in  1328.
M useum D iagnosis. Similar to erythrolaema (1330) and doubtfully distinct (Peters s 

Check-List 10: 376). A grey supercilium, and forehead greyer. 
measurements

Wing cfcf 97-103; 9 9 93-106 mm (SDR).
Weight 74—92 g (SDR)i
colours OF bare parts. Iris dark greyish brown. Bill blackish brown. Legs 

and feet fleshy brown.

1330. M a n ip u r  R e d h e a d e d  L a u g h in g  T h r u s h .  Garrulax erythrocephalus
erythrolaema (Hum e)

Trochalopteron erythrolaema Hume, 1881, Stray Feathers 10: 153 
(Matchi, E. Manipur Hills)

Baker, FBI No. 149, Vol. 1: 164

local names. None recorded. 
size . M yna +  ; length c. 28 cm  (11 in.). 
field  cha racters . As in 1324. See M useum  Diagnosis. 
status, d istribu tion  and  h a b it a t . Com m on resident. E ast M an ipu r 

hills south through the M izo Hills; from  1500 to 2700 m  (mostly 2500- 
3000 m  on M t V ictoria). Affects thick bushes an d  bam boo in forest.

Extralimital. Chin Hills and  A rakan Yomas. T h e  species extends to 
southwestern Y unnan and northern  V ietnam . 

g en er a l  habits and  fo o d . As in 1324.
voice  and  calls. T he song consists of three loud, far-carrying, flute

like notes tiuwiu repeated every few seconds, the  first and  last notes short 
and  on the same tone, the m iddle one loud and  rising; ano ther call is render
ed as kreh-kru-kruo the last ‘ u 9 m ore accen tuated ; call-note a  sharp and  
loud trill (H einrich). See also 1324.

br eed in g . Seasony A pril-M ay. Nest as in 1324. Eggs, usually 2. Average 
size of 33 eggs 29*9 X 20*5 m m  (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. Differs from the nominate race (1324) in having a  grey 
forehead and supercilium, the ear-coverts pinkish rufous, the point of chin grey 
and the throat and breast chestnut, nearly concolorous with crown. Spots on back 
browner; spots on breast much smaller and triangular, not hemispherical. 

measurements

Wing 10 <?<? 98-106; 8 9 9  92-102 mm (Stresemann). 
colours of bare parts. As in 1329.

G a r r u la x  ph o en ic eu s  (Gould)

K ey to  th e Subsp ecies
Paler; grey of belly more pronounced.......................... G. p. bakeri
Darker; grey of belly less pronounced...................... G. p. phoeniceus
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1331. H im alayan Crim sonw inged Laughing T hrush. Garrulax
phoeniceus phoeniceus (Gould)

Ianthocincla phoenicea Gould, 1837, leones Av., pi. 3 (Nepal)
Baker, FBI No. 156, Vol. 1: 168 

P la te  73, fig . 1, facin g  p . 16

local names. Tilji-pho (Lepcha); Repcha (Bhutea). 
siz e . M yna length c. 23 cm (9 in.).
f ie l d  c h a r a c ter s . An olive-brown laughing thrush w ith bright crimson 

sides o f head, wings and  tips of under tail-coverts. A  black supercilium. 
Grown streaked w ith black. T ail black w ith reddish tip  and  outer rectrices. 
Sexes alike.

status, d istr ib u tio n  and  h a b it a t . Resident, locally common, subject 
to slight vertical m ovem ents or nom adism  in w inter. From  N epal (not 
recorded since H odgson’s days and  probably  restricted to the easternmost 
part) east through D arjeeling, Sikkim, B hutan and  N EFA  to the Mishmi 
H ills; from  c, 900 to 1800 m  a t all seasons, reaching the foothills (duars, 
c. 600 m) in w inter. Affects undergrow th in evergreen forest and  dense 
thickets of secondary grow th on the edge of cultivation and  along streams. 

g e n e r a l  h a b its , fo o d  and  v o ic e . As in  1332, q.v. 
b r e e d in g . As in 1332. Average size of 50 eggs 25*9 X 18*5 m m  (Baker). 
M useum D iagnosis. Differs from bakeri in being darker. For details of plumage 

see Baker, loc. cit.
Y o u n g ,  like adult but crimson of face less brilliant; upperparts less rufous; 

supercilium less distinct; rectrices narrower; reddish tip of tail less sharply defined. 
measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from feathers)

c? 9 81-93 c. 18 c. 32 c. 100 mm
(Baker)

(from skull)
3 cfc? 85-93 20-22 33-35 92-110 mm
1 9 85 21 33 102 mm
2 o? 83,87 20,21 33,35 90,95 mm

(SDR, SA)
Weight 2 o? 51, 52 g (SA).
colours of bare parts. Iris brown (juv.) to deep crimson; orbital skin dull 

leaden-dusky. Bill dark brown to black. Legs and feet brown.

1332. A ssam  C rim sonw inged Laughing T h ru sh . Garrulax phoeniceus
bakeri (H artert)

Trochalopteron phoeniceum bakeri Hartert, 1909, Bull. Brit. Om . Cl. 33: 10
(Laisung, North Cachar)

Trochalopteron phoeniceum khasium Koelz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 38
(Laitlyngkot, Khasi Hills)

Baker, FBI No. 157, Vol. 1: 169 
local name. Dao-yao-gajao (Cachari). 
siz e . M yna length c. 23 cm  (9 in .).
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fie l d  c h a ra cter s . As in 1331, q .v .
status, d istribu tio n  and  h a b it a t . Resident, fairly com m on. T h e  hills 

of East Pakistan and  Assam south to the  C hittagong region an d  the  M izo 
Hills, N agaland and  M an ipu r; from  900 to 1800 m , u p  to 2400 m  in  the 
eastern ranges (1400 to 2500 m  on M t V ictoria). Affects dense undergrow th  
in evergreen forest or in shady deciduous forest.

Extralimital. W estern Burm a. T he  species extends to southern  Y unnan  
and northern  V ietnam .

g en er a l  h abits . A skulker like most others o f the genus. K eeps in  pairs 
or small parties of four or five individuals according  to  the  season, som e
times in the m ixed hun ting  parties. Forages in  undergrow th  an d  on  the 
ground, only occasionally going up  in trees. 

fo o d . Insects, seeds and  berries.
voice  and  calls. Song, a  five- to six-note phrase, the  end  o f w hich is 

a  characteristic series o f three or four notes on the  sam e tone. T h e  second 
note of the song is abou t two tones h igher th an  the  first, the  last betw een 
the second and  first. Also a  four-noted call, the  first a n d  last on the  sam e 
tone, the second an d  th ird  a h a lf  tone h igher (H einrich). I t  also has a 
variety of squeaky conversational calls bo th  harsh  a n d  sweet, typ ical o f the  
genus.

b r e e d in g . Season, A pril to Ju ly . Nest, a  deep cup  o f d ry  leaves, grass, 
fine twigs and  roots, occasionally some moss, lichen o r o ther m ateria ls, 
lined w ith rootlets. U sually placed low dow n in  bushes, occasionally in 
saplings up  to two or three m etres above the  g round. Eggs, 2 o r 3, rare ly  4, 
blue w ith num erous dark  brow n scrolls a n d  a  few spots scattered  irregu
larly over the whole surface. A verage size o f 100 eggs 26*1 X 18*5 m m  
(Baker). Both sexes take p a rt in  incubation  a n d  feeding the  young. 
Incubation  period undeterm ined.

M useum D iagnosis. Differs from the nominate race (1331) in being paler and 
in having the grey of the abdomen much more pronounced. Also said to be slightly 
smaller.

measurements

Wing 7 (j’J 1 85-90; 8 9 9 79-87 mm (Stresemann).
Weight 2 d*c? 45, 48 g (SDR).
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in  1331.

Genus L e i o t h r i x  Swainson

Lciothnx Swainson, 1832, Fauna Boreali-Americana, Bds.: 490. Type, by original 
designation, Parus furcatus Temminck =  Sylvia lutea Scopoli 

Mesia Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Rev. 2 (1): 34; (2): 88. Type, by original designation,
Mesia argentauris Hodgson

Bill stout, about half the length of the head, slightly notched near tip, culmen 
curved.

K ey to  th e  Sp ecies

Page
Grown black........................................... ........................L. argentauris 65
Crown greenish.................................................................... ; lutea 67
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PLATE 76
1 Timalia p. bengalensis, Rcdcapped Babbler (1229). 2 Gampsorhynchus r. rufulus, Whiteheaded Shrike- 
Babbler (1347). 3 Pellorneurn r. mandellii, Spotted Babbler (1153). 4 Minla s. strigula, Barthroated Siva 
(1359). 5 Rimator malacoptilus, Longbilled Wren-Babbler (1193). 6 Pteruthius/. validirostris, Redvvinged 
Shrike-Babbler (1341). 7 Pteruthius rufiventer, Rufousbellied Shrike-Babbler (1340). 8 Heterophasia a. 
annectens, Chestnutbacked Sibia (1395). 9 Actinodura n. vinctura, Hoary Barwing (1353). 10 Cutia n. 
nipalensis, Cutia (1339). 11 Leiothrix l. calipygay Redbilled Leiothrix (1336).

1 — —— ■ — 1̂̂ ______________  ______



L e io t h r ix  a ro entauris  (Hodgson)

K ey to  th e Subspecies
Page

A Lower nape with a golden orange wash
a Orange on nape pale and less extensive.................. ..L . a. argentauris 65
b Orange on nape deep and more extensive.................. L. a. aureigularis 66

B Lower nape without any orange wash.................................. L. a. vernayi 67

1333. H im alayan  Silvereared M esia. Leiothrix argentauris argentauris
(Hodgson)

Mesia Argentauris Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Rev. 2 (2): 88 (Nepal)
Baker, FBI No. 376 (part), Vol. 1: 354 

P la te  75, fig . 10, facin g  p . 48

local names. Dang-rapchil-pho (Lepcha); Jhdrjhdri (Pahari). 
siz e . Sparrow ; length c. 15 cm  (6 in.).
fie l d  c h a r a c t er s . A  bright-coloured arboreal babbler w ith black crown

and  m oustachial stripe and  silvery ear-

M a l e .  Forehead yellow, th roat and 
breast b righ t orange-yellow. W ing edged 
w ith  yellow, w ith  a  crimson patch. Both 

'  upper an d  under tail-coverts crimson.
F e m a l e  differs in  having the  under 

Cm tail-coverts ochraceous and  the upper
olive-yellow.

Y o u n g  (im m ature) like female b u t crow n yellowish.
Easily distinguished from  the R edbilled Leiothrix by the  black crown, 

silvery ear-coverts, an d  square (not forked) tail.
status, d istr ib u tio n  an d  h a b it a t . Resident, fairly com m on b u t less 

so west o f Sikkim ; subject to  slight vertical or erratic  movements in w inter. 
T h e  H im alayas from  G arhw al east through N epal, D aijeeling, Sikkim, 
B hutan  and  N E FA  to the  D ihang  river; from  the foothills to c. 2100 m. 
Affects scrub-jungle, bush-clad open spaces, secondary growth, bushes in 
evergreen forest, especially the outskirts and  m ore open portions, abandoned 
cultivation clearings and  tea  plantations.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . U sually seen in  parties o f six to  th irty  birds or m ore 
outside the  breeding season. Keeps to  bushes in forest, sometimes going 
fairly high up  in  the  canopy. Searches actively for insects am ong the foliage, 
behaving m uch like tits, clinging to  sprigs in  acrobatic positions and  peering 
under leaves, the flocks rap id ly  4 flowing * from  tree to tree in  disorderly 
follow-my-leader style, all the while u ttering  subdued chirrups. Seemingly 
always in  grea t haste. Occasionally makes fly-catching sallies after escaping 
insects. Pairs form  in  A pril; the birds then  become very shy and  hard  to see. 

fo o d . Insects, seeds and  berries.
v o ic e  and  calls . M em bers of a  feeding party  keep up  a  continual 

ch irrup  w ith occasional long-draw n, clear whistling notes seesee-siweewee
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rem iniscent of the jingling  caU o f B lackheaded S ibia (SA). A  cheerful song 
o f seven or eight notes rendered  as u-cherit, cheroi-cherit (S tanford). W ings 
frequently flirted while singing.

breeding. Season^ A pril to August. N e s t)  cup-shaped, c, 8*5 cm  in  dia- 
m eter, 8 cm in  overall depth , the dep th  o f cup  being  c. 6 • 5 cm. M ad e  of 
bam boo or o ther leaves, grass and  moss, lined w ith  rootlets. P laced in  bushes 
w ithin a  couple o f m etres from  the ground, sometimes as low as a  few centi
metres. Indistinguishable in  size, structure  an d  situation  from  th a t o f L .  
lu tea . E g g s , 4, sometimes 3, rare ly  5, also iden tical w ith  those o f L .  lu tea  
(1336) although eggs w ith  a  w hite g round  are  perhaps m ore often found 
am ong those o f argen tau ris. A verage size o f 200 eggs 20-9 X 16-1 m m  
(Baker). Building, incubation  an d  care o f young shared  by  b o th  sexes. 
Nest com pletion takes abou t four days. In cu b a tio n  begins w ith  first egg; 
period c. 14 days. T he  birds sit closely, b u t even w hen n o t seen leaving the 
nest, soon give aw ay the  site by the ir fussy dem onstrations.

M useum D iagnosis. For distinction from vemayi see 1334 under Museum Diagno
sis; for details of plumage Baker, loc. cit. In  all races the back is greenish, wearing 
to grey.

Y o u n g  (immature), male and female, dull versions of their respective adults. 
Birds can be sexed upon fledging: male has red tail-coverts, female rusty-green. 
Nestlings are covered with pale buff down. Postjuvenal moult of body, wing-coverts 
and tertials.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
dd*  70-81 17-19 24-26 63-72 mm
9 9 70-78 17-18 23-24 63-70 mm

(BB, GBT, SA)
Weight 1 d 1 25; 1 9 23 g (SA).
colours of bare parts. Iris brown to red-brown. Bill orange tinged brown 

at base; gape light orange in nestlings. Legs and feet yellowish flesh.
M iscellaneous. This species and  the  R edbilled  L eio thrix  (1336) are  

comm only kept as cage-birds an d  u n d er the  nam e o f S ilver-ear a n d  Peking 
R obin  respectively largely exported to E urope an d  the  U .S .A .

1333a. A ssam  Silvereared  M esia. L e io th r ix  a rg en ta u ris  a u re ig u la r is  (Koelz)

Mesia argentauris aureigularis Koelz, 1953, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 153 
(Tura Mountain, Garo Hills, Assam)

Baker, FBI No. 376 (part), Vol. 1: 354
local names. None recorded.
size. Sparrow ; length c. 15 cm  (6 in .).
field characters. As in 1333, q.v.
status, distribution an d  habitat. C om m on resident. Assam  in  the 

G aro, K hasi and  M izo hills, an d  East Pakistan  in  the  C h ittagong  H ill 
T rac ts ; from  c. 900 to 1500 m. H a b ita t as in 1333.

general habits, food and voice. As in 1333*
breeding. As in 1333.
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M useum D iagnosis. More richly coloured than argentauris; orange on nape deeper 
and more extensive, likewise that colour on forehead and underparts. In vemayi 
(1334) the orange does not descend so far on breast and back.

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1333.

1334. B u rm ese S ilvereared  M esia. Leiothrix argentauris vemayi
(M ayr & Greenway)

Mesia argentauris vemayi Mayr & Greenway, 1938, Proc. New England Zdol. Cl. 17:3
(Hai Bum, Upper Burma)

Leiothrix argentauris gertrudis Ripley, 1948, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 61: 103
(Dening, Mishmi Hills)

Baker, FBI No. 376 (part), Vol. 1: 354

local names. None recorded.
size. S parrow ; length c. 15 cm (6 in.).
field characters. As in 1333, q.v.
status, distribution a n d  habitat. Com m on resident. N E FA  in  the 

M ishm i Hills, Assam in  the  C achar hills, N agaland an d  M an ip u r; from 
c. 700 to  1500 m . H a b ita t as in 1333.

Extralimital. N orthern  B urm a an d  W estern Y unnan . T he  species extends 
east to  V ie tnam  a n d  south  th rough  the  M alay  Peninsula and  Sum atra. 

general HABrrs, food an d  voice. As in  1333. 
breeding. As in  1333.
M useum D iagnosis. Differs from argentauris in having the nape yellowish olive 

without any golden-orange wash. Throat without any reddish wash and with an 
ochraceous striation. The statement by M ayr loc. cit. that it differs in its smaller 
size is not borne out by measurements of larger series. 

measurements
Wing Tail

tfc?  72-79 (1) 65 mm
9 9 72-75 (2) 64,65 mm

(SDR, Mayr)
Weight 25-26; 9 9 22-25 g (SDR). 
colours o f  bare parts. As in  1333.

Leiothrix lutea (Scopoli)

K ey to  th e  Su bsp ecies
Inner primaries conspicuously edged with red .......... L. L calipyga
Red on edge of primaries reduced or absent.......... L. /. kumaiensis

1335. W estern  R edbilled L eio th rix . Leiothrix lutea kumaiensis W histler

Leiothrix lutea kumaiensis Whistler, 1943, Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl. 63: 62 
(Dehra Dun, United Provinces)

Baker, FBI No. 351 (part), Vol. 1: 328

local  names. Nanachura (Dehra Dun); Peking Robin (avicultwists* name). 
size. Sparrow  — ; length  c. 13 cm  (5 in.).
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field characters. As in 1336 b u t lacks crim son on wing. See M useum

statS  distribution and  habitat. U ncom m on resident, subject to 
slight vertical or erratic  m ovem ents in  w inter. T h e  w estern H im alayas 
from K ashm ir (1 specimen in Brit. M us. collected b y B id d u lp h ; 2 specim ens 
in the Ind ian  M useum , by Stoliczka) east to  K um aon . Breeds from  1000 
to 2400 m. R ecorded in w inter from  1000 to  2100 m  b u t m ore frequent 
a t the lower levels. Affects scrub and  secondary grow th  on outskirts of
cultivation.

general habits, food a n d  voice. As in 1336.
breeding. As in 1336.
M useum D iagnosis. Distinguished from calipyga (1336) by the greyer tinge of 

the green on upperparts, the yellowish wash on crown greener and more restricted, 
and red on outer edge of inner primaries reduced or absent.

measurements and colours of bare  pa rts . As in 1336.

4

1336, 1337. E astern  Redbilled L eio th rix . Leiothrix lutea calipyga
(Hodgson)

% Bahila Calipyga Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Rev. 2(2): 88 (Nepal)
Leiothrix lutea luteola Koelz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 39 

(Mawryngkneng, Khasi HillsJ 
Baker, FBI No. 351 (part), Vol. 1: 328 

P la te  76, fig . 11, fa c in g  p . 64

local names. Jharjhari (Pahari); Rapchil-pho (Lepcha); Daotisha-buku-gajao 
(Cachari).

size. Sparrow  —; length £.13 cm  (5 in .).
field characters. A  sprightly  greyish olive b ird  w ith  b rig h t yellow  

th roat and  breast, pale  lores an d  eye-ring, a n d  scarlet bill. W ing  b lack  w ith  
yeUow-and-crimson edges, and  a  sm all orange pa tch . T a il forked, the  ou ter 
rectrices slightly curved outw ards —  black  above olive below , except tip  
and  edges which are black. T h e  long olive u p per tail-coverts have a  pale  
narrow  term inal b a r; under tail-coverts pale  yellow.

F e m a l e  differs in having the  crim son o f w ing rep laced  by  yellow.
T he olive crown, scarlet bill, a n d  absence o f w hitish ear-coverts dis

tinguishes this species from  the  Silvereared M esia (1333).
status, distribution an d  habitat. R esident, subject to  slight vertical 

or erratic  m ovem ents in  w inter, locally com m on. F ro m  w estern  N epal 
east through Sikkim, D aijeeling, B hu tan  a n d  N E F A  a t  least to  the  A bor 
and  M iri hills; N agaland, M an ip u r an d  Assam  in  th e  C ach ar hills. Breeds 
from 1500 to  2400 m , locally dow n to  1000 m  o r u p  to  2700 m . W inters 
between 600 and  2100 m . Affects undergrow th  in  forest, w ooded ravines, 
secondary grow th on abandoned  cultivation  clearings, a n d  tea  p lan tations.

Extralimital. C hin  Hills an d  A rakan  Yom as o f B urm a. T h e  species 
extends east to  northern  V ie tnam  a n d  n o rth  to  Szechuan a n d  A nhw ei. 
In troduced  in to  H aw aiian  Islands.

general habits. K eep in  pairs in  the breeding  season, otherw ise in  
sm all parties of four to six individuals, usually in  association w ith  Stachyris
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or o ther babblers. H abits sim ilar to those of Silvereared M esia w ith which 
it also frequently consorts. U sually seen scuttling through undergrow th 
sometimes hopping on the  ground foraging and  tu rn ing  over dead leaves 
in the  m anner of a  laughing thrush. Pairs form  in  April. 

fo o d . Insects, seeds an d  berries.
voice an d  calls. A larm , a  series of harsh , hissing notes and  a  somewhat 

explosive k ’d ’k-cha-jd-jii followed by  a  call sounding like pile-pile-pile (the 
second no te  h ig h e r); while feeding, keeps up  a  clear and  ra th e r wistful bu t 
unvaried  p ip ing  pe-pe-pe-pd (rising-low), o r a  rap id  pu-pu-pu-pu-pu; also a 
soft, m u tte ring  che-che-che an d  a  loud rustling call (Lister). T he  song is a 
loud, cheerful w arb ling  rem iniscent o f the  Redw hiskercd B ulbul’s, ra ther 
m ore prolonged a n d  m ore m usical (SA). Song period F ebruary  to  August, 
m ain ly  A pril to  Ju n e  (P roud).

breeding. Season, A pril to  O ctober, chiefly M ay  an d  Ju n e . Nest, cup
shaped, m ade o f fine bents, dead  leaves, moss, lichen or o ther m aterials, 
usually lined  w ith  rootlets. P laced  low dow n in  bushes, less often up  to a 
couple o f m etres. Eggs, 3 or 4, rare ly  5, pale blue, rare ly  w hite, usually 
m arked  w ith  bo ld  blotches o f dark  red-brow n or um ber-brow n, mostly a t 
the  large end. N est as well as eggs indistinguishable from  those o f Silver
eared  M esia. A verage size o f 200 eggs 21-9 X 16-1 m m  (Baker). T he 
fem ale seems to  do m ost o f the  nest-building, the  m ale bringing  her the 
m ateria l. In cu b a tio n  shared  by  b o th  sexes, though  fem ale appears to  do the 
g rea ter p a rt. N est location is soon given aw ay by  the fussy dem onstrations 
o f the  owners. B rood-parasitization by Cuculus canorus reported  by  Baker.

M useum D iagnosis. Differs from kumaiensis (1335) in having the back greener, 
and conspicuous crimson outer edgings on inner primaries. For details of plumage 
see Baker, loc. cit. Postnuptial moult completed in October.

Y o u n g : upperparts browner, with no contrast between crown and mantl£. 
Underparts much paler. Upper tail-coverts narrower and white tips merely indicated. 
Male rather brighter than female. Postjuvenal moult takes place in October. 

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
cFc? 65-72 14-16 25-28 55-59 mm

• 9 9 65—70 14-16 24—26 53-58 mm
(BB, SA, Rand & Fleming)

Weight 3 cf’d’1 20-23; 1 9  20 g (Diesselhorst); 12 c? 9 21-25 g (SA). 
colours of bare parts. Iris brown or reddish brown. Bill coral red, black 

at base of both mandibles. Legs, feet and claws pale homy brown.

Genus M y z o r n i s  Blyth

Myzomis Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 984.
Type, by monotypy, Myzomis pyrrhoura Blyth 

Bill slender, nearly as long as the head, notched; culmen gently curved. Nostrils 
covered by a membrane. Tail about tw A hirds the length of wing. Tarsus long and 
slender.
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1338. Firetailed  M yzornis. M y z o m is  p yrrh o u ra  Blyth

Myzomis pyrrhoura Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 984 (Nepal) 
Baker, FBI No. 367, Vol. 1 : 345 
P la te  77, fig . 2, fa cin g  p . 112

l o c a l  name. Lko-sagvtt-pho (Lepcha).
size. Sparrow  — ; length c. 12 cm  (4£ in .). . ___, ,
field c h a r a c t e r s . M  a  1 e . A  b rillian t little  d a rk  green b ird  w ith  red  a n d

green tail. C row n scalloped w ith  black. A  black 
stripe from  lores th rough  eye. W ing black w ith  a 
reddish streak, w hite tips a n d  w hite  inner edge. 
F e m a l e  only slightly different (see M useum

status, distribution a n d  habitat. R esident, 
x c . l  locally d istributed , subject to some vertical m ove

m ents. F rom  cen tral N epal (P roud, JB N H S  58: 
804, breeding; Desfayes, sight record 1964), east th rough  D arjeeling, Sikkim, 
Bhutan and  N E FA  (Pachakshiri, Ludlow , Ibis 1944: 86, a n d  p robab ly  
throughout the Agency a t suitable a ltitu d es); from  1600 to 3600 m . R ecorded  
a t 2700 m  in w inter. Breeding zone n o t de term ined  b u t p robab ly  above 
2700 m. Affects rhododendron, ju n ip e r an d  o ther bushes, also heavy jung le  
and  bam boo thickets, preferably on sunny hillsides.

Extralimital. Southeastern T ibet, no rtheastern  a n d  northw estern  B urm a.
general habits. U sually keeps solitary, in  parties o f th ree  or four o r 

small flocks frequently in  association w ith  sunbirds, w arblers a n d  th e  sm aller 
babblers, searching for food am ongst bushes a n d  shrubs, som etim es u p  in  
trees. H abitually  visits flowering shrubs an d  trees, especially rhododendron , 
to probe into the blossoms for nec ta r.1 Presum ably assists in  th e ir  cross
pollination since shot specimens often show pollen adhering  to  th e  forehead 
and  breast-feathers. Also takes insects an d  spiders from  the  flowers a n d  
foliage, and  from moss-covered tree-trunks, ru nn ing  u p  these in  the  m an n e r 
of a  tree creeper or hovering a t  sprigs on rap id ly  beating  wings, like a  sun- 
b ird  or flowerpecker. Occasionally captures insects by  flycatcher-like aeria l 
sallies. Observed switching up  tail like a  rob in  w hile hopp ing  am ongst 
bushes (J. Panday).

food. Insects and  spiders, flower n ec tar (.Rhododendron, Berberis, e tc .), 
tree-sap and  berries.

voice and  calls. N orm ally silent. A  h igh-p itched  tsi-tsit (Desfayes). 
Song, if any, no t recorded.

breeding. T he only au then tic  nest so far know n was in  a  deep mossy 
ju n ip er forest a t c. 3700 m  in N epal. I t  was ab o u t 6 m etres from  the  g round , 
close against the  trunk  of a  large ju n ip e r an d  so im bedded  in  moss a n d  lichen 
th a t details could no t be seen. B oth paren ts were feeding young a t the  tim e 
—  late M ay (Desiree Proud, JB N H S  58: 804 a n d  in epist.). O ne  egg sent 
to H um e (but au then tic ity  no t certain) was w hite w ithout m arkings. I t  
m easured abou t 17 X 13 m m .

1 The tongue possesses terminal bristles, an adaptation for nectar-feeding as in the Honey- 
eaters of the Australasian Region, or in the Indo-Malayan genus Chloropsis.
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M useum D iagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. cit.
F e m a l e ,  like male but red tinge of underparts duller, red on wing and tail 

less bright. The primary-coverts are sometimes pale blue, not always white as given 
in FBI.

Y o u n g ,  male and female, duller than their respective adults. Juvenal timaline 
wing and tail characters (i.e. soft blunt first primary; narrower rectrices) not present.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
5 57—63 15—16 23—24 45—48 mm
8 9 9 56-62 13-18 23-24 40-47 mm

(not 70-75 as in FBI)
(SA, MD, Stresemann)

Weight 3 cf cf 11-13; 3 $ $  11-12-5 g (SA, SDR).
colours of bare parts. Iris dark brown. Bill black. Legs and feet yellowish 

brown.
Genus C u t i a  Hodgson

Cutia Hodgson, 1836, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 5: 773.
Type, by original designation, Cutia rtipalensis Hodgson

Bill somewhat curved, notched, pointed, slightly longer than half length of head; 
rictal bristles very short; nostrils longitudinal, covered by a membrane; frontal 
bristles short and firm. Tail slightly rounded, about two-thirds length of wing; 
upper tail-coverts very long, reaching nearly to tip of tail.

1339. N epal C u tia. Cutia nipalensis nipalensis Hodgson

Cutia nipalensis Hodgson, 1836, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 5: 774
(Nepal)

Cutia nipalensis nagaensis Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst.
Regional Exploration, No. 1: 9 (Kohima, Naga Hills)

Baker, FBI No. 353, Vol. 1: 329 
P la te  76, fig . 10, fa cin g  p . 64

local names. Khatya (Nepal); Motum-pho, Rapnun-pho (Lepcha).
size. B ulbul; length  c. 20 cm  (8 in .).
field  characters. M a l e .  A  handsom e b u t ra th e r dum py, arboreal 

b ird  w ith  w hite underparts and  bold black rib-like m arkings on flanks.

^ FOWn ^ ue* ^  b road black

buff. U nder surface of wing white 
x c' * and  black.

F e m a l e  duller th an  m ale. H ead-band  chocolate-brow n instead of 
black. Back dull rufous-brown w ith drop-like oval black spots.

In  flight, this species looks like a  short, squat woodpecker w ith rufous 
upper tail-coverts.
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STATUS d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . R esident, locally d istribu ted . F rom  
K um aon (specimens in  Field M us. Chicago) an d  N epal (mostly m  
K athm andu Valley) east through D arjeelm g, Sikkim, B hu tan  a n d  N E F A , 
also N agaland, M an ipu r an d  Assam in  C achar a n d  M izo hills; from  c. 
1350 to 2500 m. R ecorded in w inter up  to 2100 m  in  Sikkim, a n d  a t c. OOU m  
in Cachar. Breeding zone no t determ ined b u t p robab ly  above 1500 m .
Affects heavy oak and  mossy evergreen forest.

Extralimital. T he  C hin Hills o f Burm a. T h e  species extends south th rough
the M alay Peninsula an d  east to  V ietnam .

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . Keeps in  sm all parties, com m only in  the  m ixed itin 
eran t associations, usually frequenting the  foliage canopy o f forest trees, 
running swiftly along the branches or hopping u p  mossy trunks w ith  ra p id ity ; 
m ay occasionally be seen on the  g round, collecting grit. U sually  ra th e r  
silent.

f o o d . Beetles and  o ther insects, larvae, pupae , insect eggs, gastropods, 
seeds and  berries ( Viburnum, Michelia, M agnolia, e tc.).

v o ic e  and  c a l l s . A  loud, distinctive double chirp a n d  a  shrill chip 
(Stanford). A  loud, m onotonous chickip-ckip-chichip [piou-piou-piou. . .  
Smythies] repeated 6 to 160 times o r m o re— SA.

b r e e d in g . U nknow n. Fully  fledged young no ted  in  Ju n e  on M t V ic to ria  
(H einrich).

M useum D iagnosis. For details o f  plumage see Baker, loc. cit.
Y o u n g  male, like adult but upperparts paler. Young female, like adult female 

but crown darker; lores, ear-coverts and sides of neck nearly black; spots on back 
rounder. Barring on flanks in both sexes replaced by twin spots on the feathers. 
Timaline primary and tail characters not present (HW).

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
tfc?  88-101 20-23 30-33 53-66 mm
9 9 83-93 19-21 27-30 56-60 mm

(SA, BB, Stresemann)
Weight 9 cfc? 48-56; 3 9 9 40-46 g (GD, SDR, SA).
colours of bare parts. Iris dull crimson-brown. Bill black, basal half of 

lower mandible bluish. Legs and feet bright (gamboge) yellow.

Genus P t e r u t h i u s  Sw ainson
Ptemthius Swainson, 1832, Fauna Boreali-Americana, Bds.: 491.

Type, by original designation, Lanius erythropterus Vigors 
Hilarocichla Oates, 1889, Fauna Brit. India, Bds. 1: 243..

Type, by monotypy, Pteruthius rufiventer Blyth 
Bill about half the length of the head, notched and strongly hooked at the tip. 

Rictal bristles weak. Tarsus strong. Sexes dissimilar.

K ey to  th e  Sp ecies
. Page

A Size large: wing over 70 mm
1 Inner secondaries chestnut

a Crown black............................................................... P. flaviscapis &  74
b Crown grey................................................................... P. flaviscapis 9 74
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Page
2 Secondaries chestnut at tip only

c Back chestnut.............................................................. />. rufiventer #  73
d Back green...................................................................i>. mfiomter 9 73

B Size small: wing under 70 mm
3 Forehead chestnut (c?) or rufous ( 9 ) .......................... P. aenobarbus 80

4  Forehead grey.................................................................. P. xanthochlorus 7 6
5 Forehead and crown green

e Tips of wing-coverts white....................................... P. m e la n o tis  &  7 9
f Tips of wing-coverts ochraceous buff......................... P. melanotis 9 79

1340. R ufousbellied Shrike-Babbler. Pteruthius rufiventer Blyth

Pteruthius rufiventer Blyth, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11: 183 
(no locality =  Darjeeling)

Baker, FBI No. 360, Vol. 1: 337 
P la te  76, fig . 7, facin g  p . 64

local names. None recorded.
s iz e . B ulbul; length  c. 17 cm  (7 in .).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . M a l e .  Above, head, wings and  tail black, the last 

and  the  secondaries narrow ly tipped w ith chestnut. Back and  ru m p chestnut. 
Below, th ro a t an d  breast ashy, divided from  black o f head  by a  w hite line. 
A  yellow pa tch  on sides o f breast. Belly vinous-brown darker on flanks.

F e m a l e .  Above, head  grey, back o f crow n an d  ear-patch  black. Back 
and  folded wings b righ t greenish yellow, the secondaries tipped w ith chest
n u t. Low er rum p and  u p p er tail-coverts chestnut. C entral rectrices green, 
ou ter m ostly black, all narrow ly tipped  w ith chestnut. Below, as in male.

sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . Sparse resident. East N epal (Jiri, 
N ovem ber 1960 —  Flem ing & T raylor, Fieldiana, Zool. 35: 536, the only post- 
H odgsonian record) east th rough  Darjeeling, Sikkim, B hutan and  N EFA 
to  the  M ishm i Hills, N agaland  an d  M an ip u r; betw een c. 1500 and  2500 m 
(recorded a t  2700 m  in  w inter in  B urm a). Seasonal movements, if  any, 
unknow n. Affects dense, moss-covered oak and  evergreen forest, and  occa
sionally secondary scrub.

Extralimital. T h e  C hin Hills an d  northern  B urm a into Y unnan ; another 
race in  northern  V ietnam .

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . K eeps in  sm all parties in  com pany w ith tits and  
babblers. A  fearless, ra th e r lethargic b ird  feeding near the  ground as well 
as in the  tops o f lofty trees, hopping from  twig to  twig.

f o o d . L epidoptera, beetles and  o ther insects.
v o ic e  and  c a l l s . N ot described; usually very silent. i A  curious shrill 

whirr-i-oh heard  from  a  flock w hich contained some o f these birds was possibly 
u ttered  by  them  * (Stanford).

b r e e d in g . U nknow n.
M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters.
Y o u n g  (sex?), very like adult female with dull black head and green back; 

lesser, median and greater coverts tipped with the greenish colour of the mande; 
wings as in adult male; underparts grey shading into white on belly (HW).
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MEASUREMENTS
W ing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
85-90 20-22 29-31 (75) 80-84 mm

9 9 86-89 20 32 (1) 79-85 mm
(Mayr, MD, SA)

Weight 7 tfc?  44-48; 2 9 9 42, 44 g (SDR, SA).
colours OF BARE parts. Variable. Iris grey to blue-grey (brown in one 9 ) ;  

orbital skin grey. Bill: upper mandible black, lower pale grey to blue-grey, pale 
flesh to grey at tip. Legs and feet pale pinkish brown to chocolate-brown or 
fawn colour; claws brown to chocolate or grey-brown; soles yellow (one grey) 
(Stanford).

1341. Redw inged Shrike-B abbler. Pterulhius Jlaviscapis validirostris
K oelz

Lanins erythropterus Vigors, 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 22 (Himalaya Moun
tains =  Murree, Punjab, vide Baker, 1922, ‘Fauna* 1: 331), nec Lanins erythropterus 
Shaw, 1809, preoccupied

Pteruthius erythropterus validirostris Koelz, 1951, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 3:28 (Kohima 
Naga Hills, Assam)

Pteruthius erythropterus nocrecus Koelz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 40 (Tura 
Mountain, Garo Hills)

Pteruthius erythropterus glauconotus Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, 
No. 1: 9 (Sangau, Lushai Hills)

Pteruthius validirostris ripleyi Biswas, 1960, Bull. Brit. O m . Cl. 80: 106. New name 
for Lanius erythropterus Vigors, preoccupied

Baker, FBI No. 354, Vol. 1: 331 
P la te  76, fig . 6, fa cin g  p . 64

local name. Dao-kranji (Cachari).
size. M yna —; length  c. 16 cm  (64 in .).
field characters. M a l e .  A  stocky short-tailed  black  a n d  w hite

arboreal b ird  w ith  chestnu t in  wings.
^ Above, head  black w ith  a  w hite  post-

ocular stripe; back  ashy grey. W ings 
black tipped  w ith  w hite, the  in n er 
secondaries chestnut. In n e r  edge o f 
prim aries w hite, conspicuous in  

^  '' flight. T a il black, short. Below , pale
x c. 1 ashy, nearly  w hite, th e  low er flanks

vinous brow n.
F e m a l e .  Above, head grey, back brow nish grey. O u te r edge o f folded 

wing yellowish green tipped white, the  inner secondaries chestnut. C en tra l 
rectrices green, outer blackish tipped  yellow. U nderparts  pale  buff.

^ le chestnut inner secondaries distinguish bo th  sexes. I n  flight w hite 
inner edges to the prim aries flash, com bining w ith  the  underside to  give the  
b ird  a  very white appearance.
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STATUS, distribution and  habitat. Resident, fairly common, subject 
to some vertical and  erratic  movements in w inter. T he H im alayas from 
M urree and  K ashm ir (one record, Dickinson, JB N H S 63: 204) east to the 
M ishm i H ills; the hills o f Assam south to the M izo Hills; N agaland and 
M anipur. East Pakistan hills (?). Breeds between 1500 and 2500 m ; winters 
m ostly betw een 1200 and  2000 m  sometimes higher, seldom descending 
as low as 300 m  (Nepal, R an d  & Flem ing). Affects heavy broad-leaved 
forest o f oak, rhododendron, e tc .; in  the western H im alayas also pine, 
deodar and  spruce.

Extralimital. W estern and  northw estern Burm a. T he species extends 
no rth  to Szechuan, east to  V ietnam , Kwangsi and  Fukien, south to Sum atra, 
J a v a  an d  no rthern  Borneo.

general habits. Strictly arboreal. Keeps in  pairs in  the breeding season, 
otherwise in  parties o f six to ten  birds o r singly in  the m ixed associations of 
tits, m inivets, drongos an d  o ther species. Feeds mostly in  the higher canopy, 
runn ing  along the  boughs and  hopping from  branch  to branch, exploring 
leaves and  crevices and  under the moss; or it works its way slowly up  a  tree, 
often hopping sideways along a  b ranch  or clinging on the  trunk  sideways 
like a  n u th a tch ; c having arrived  a t  the  top it m ay spend h a lf  an  hour or 
m ore calling persistently before resum ing its feeding on another tree * 
(Sm ythies). O ften seen sitting and  peering abou t in  a  curious short-sighted 
m anner. A  rem arkably  fearless b ird , b u t sluggish in  its movements and 
easily overlooked. F light jerky , d ipping  w ith weak and  hurried  wing-beats.

food. Beetles, caterpillars an d  o ther insects, seeds and  berries.
voice an d  calls. A  harsh, g rating  call like the  c churring  * o f a  shrike 

u tte red  now  an d  again  10 or m ore times in  quick succession while foraging, 
varied  occasionally by a  loud quick-repeated kewkew-kewkew, 3 or 4 times. 
E ach is usually prefaced by  a  subdued kik , audible only a t close range. In  
tim bre an d  cadence this call is strangely rem iniscent o f the * wailing * of a 
dom estic chicken th a t has got separated from  its m other hen ! Song loud 
an d  far-carrying, rendered  as cha-chew, cha-cha-chip and  chu-wip-chip-chip 
(Sm ythies). Song period in  N epal: F ebruary  to Ju n e  (Proud).

breeding. Season, A pril to Ju n e . Nest> a  loosely m ade cup o f rootlets, 
fibres and  a  few twigs, coated on the  outside w ith moss and  lichen, lavishly 
plastered w ith cobwebs and  lined w ith rootlets. Suspended hammock-wise 
(like an oriole’s nest) in  a  horizontal fork tow ard  the extrem ity o f a  branch, 
very high up  n ear the top of trees. Extrem ely difficult to find, jEggs, 2 to 4, 
pinkish white, profusely m arked w ith tiny  flecks and  spots of purple-brow n, 
form ing a  ring  a round  the  large end. V ariable  in  size betw een c. 24 X 19 
an d  21 X 16 m m  (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters and Key to the Species. For details 
of plumage see Baker, loc. cit.

Y o u n g  male: head grey tinged fulvous; post-ocular streak as in adult; lores, 
under eye and ear-coverts dark grey. Mantle olive-brown; upper tail-coverts greenish 
olive. Wings and tail as in adult but lesser, median and greater coverts edged yellow
ish white, tips of tail yellow. Female differs from adult female in having the head 
grey-brown like the mande; ear-coverts dark slate-grey.

Postjuvenal moult involves body, lesser, median and inner half of greater coverts* 
First-winter birds recognized by remains of edging on the outer greater coverts.
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MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
# #  78-86 18-20 27-30 59-64 mm
9 9 78-87 17-20 27-29 57-66 mm

(BB, SA, Heinrich, Kinnear)
Weight 3 cf c? 36-38; 6 9 9 34-44 g (SDR, GD, SA).
colours OF BARE parts. Iris variable: greenish grey, olive-green, grey, bluish 

grey, deep blue or brown. Bill: upper mandible black with bluish slate on edges 
and sides of basal third; lower mandible bluish slate, paler on tip. Legs and feet 
dark flesh to brownish flesh; claws homy brown; soles fleshy white.

Pteruthius xanthochlorus G ray 

K ey to  th e Subspecies
Page

A A white eye-ring................................................. ..................P. x. hybridus 78
B No white eye-ring

1 Crown of male blackish...............................................P. x, xanthochlorus 77
2 Crown of male ashy grey............................................... P. x. occidentalis 76

1342. W estern  G reen Shrike-B abbler. Pteruthius xanthochlorus occidentalis
H aring ton

Pterythius [ric] xanthochloris [ric] occidentalis Harington, 1913, Bull. Brit.
Ora. Cl. 33: 82 (Dehra Dun)

Baker, FBI No. 359, Vol. 1: 336

local names. None recorded.
size. Sparrow  —; length c. 13 cm. (5 in .).
field characters. M a l e .  Above, head  grey. Back olive-green. Closed 

wing greenish w ith  blackish shoulder-patch a n d  a  fain t, pa le  w ing-bar. 
T ail w ith narrow  w hite tip. Below, th ro a t an d  b reast pa le  ashy; belly  yellow.

F e m a l e  slightly duller th an  m ale.
status, distribution an d  habitat. U ncom m on resident, subject to  

some vertical movements. T he  H im alayas from  M urree  to  w estern N epal 
(Doti district, Flem ing, JB N H S 65(2): 331, 1968). Breeds betw een 1800 
and  3000 m , optim um  zone 2100-2700 m . Descends in  w in ter to  1200 m  
bu t is however regularly  seen a t this season up  to  a t  least 2400 m . Affects 
forests o f oak, spruce, hem lock ( Tsuga) an d  deodar.

general habits. Strictly arboreal. A  qu iet an d  inconspicuous little  
b ird  usually found in  groups o f two to  four in  the  m ixed h u n tin g  parties 
of tits, leaf warblers and  tit-babblers, am ong w hom  it is easily overlooked.

O ften looks deceptively like some leaf-w arbler in  such a  m ixed gathering  
bu t does no t droop or nervously flick wings in  the  characteristic  phyllos- 
copine m anner. D istinguished also by  com paratively  sluggish m ovem ents 
and  stiff, up righ t carriage. F requents the  tops o f trees w here it hops from  

^  tw ig , also descends to the  undergrow th . O ften  perches a long  a 
branch instead o f across it, and  m ay sometimes be seen clinging to  tree- 
trunks or creeping along a  b ranch  like a  nu thatch .
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food. Insects (ants, beetles, etc.), berries and  seeds.
voice and  calls. Usually very silent. Call, a  quick-repeated single note 

whit. For description of song, see 1344.
breeding. Season, A pril to August. Nest, a  deep purse-shaped structure, 

flimsy and  fragile-looking, m ade of fine fibres and  hair-like lichen bound 
together w ith cobweb, lined w ith rootlets and  exteriorly decorated with a 
few flakes of lichen. Suspended hammock-wise in  the fork of a  small branch 
by m eans o f cobweb, from  abou t ha lf a  m etre to 5 m  above the ground. 
Eggs, 2 to 4, cream -coloured w ith  blotches of red-brow n mostly in a  zone 
a t the large end. Average size of 34 eggs 18-4 x  13-7 mm (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. Like nominate race (1343) but whole crown and nape 
ashy grey and underparts paler.

Y o u n g ,  as adult but upperparts duller, more olive-brown; grey of head and 
face not differentiated from upperparts. Underparts paler. Greater and median 
coverts tipped yellow. Postjuvenal moult involves body, lesser, median and inner 
greater coverts. First-winter birds distinguished by pale tips of unmoulted greater 
coverts.

measurements. As in 1343.
colours of bare pa rts. Iris grey-brown. Bill blue-grey, pale at tip. Legs and 

feet fleshy grey.

1343. E a ste rn  G reen Shrike-Babbler. Pteruthins xantkochlorus
xanthochlorus G ray

Pteruthius xanthochlorus Gray, 1846, Cat. Mamms. Bds. Nepal: 95, 155
(Nepal)

Baker, FBI No. 358, Vol. 1: 335 
P la te  75, fig. 9, facin g  p. 48

local names. None recorded.
size. Sparrow  —; length c. 13 cm  (5 in .).
field characters. As in  1342 b u t crow n blackish in male, grey in 

female.
status, distribution an d  habitat. Resident, locally common, subject 

to some vertical m ovements. T h e  eastern H im alayas from central N epal 
east th rough  D arjeeling, Sikkim and  B hutan  into N EFA  (Taw ang, and 
probably  th rough  the  Agency). Affects deciduous or coniferous forest, from 
2100 to 3000 m  a t all seasons, probably  descending lower in w inter. Recorded 
a t T aw ang  [27°33'N., 91°48'E.] 3600 m  (W histler M S .; da te  no t given but 
p robably  in sum m er).

general habits an d  food. As in  1342, q.v.
voice an d  calls. A s in 1344.
breeding. Season, chiefly M ay  an d  Ju n e . Nest, as in  1342 bu t apparently  

som ewhat h igher —  three to  eight m etres above the  ground. Eggs, 3 or 4, 
variable in colour though typical o f the genus in  character. For details see 
Baker (,Nidification 1: 313). Average size o f 15 eggs 18-8 X 14*7 mm.

M useum D iagnosis. See Key to the Subspecies. For details of plumage see 
Baker, loc. cit.
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MEASUREMENTS _ -
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
60-64 12-13 20-23 45-49 mm

9 9 58-64 12 (1) 22 (1) 45 (1) mm
(Rand & Fleming, Kinnear, SA, Stresemann)

Weight 2 c? c? 14, 14; 1 9  15 g (SA).
COLOURS OF BARE pa rts . As in 1342.

1344. flfiin H ills G reen S h rik e-B ab b ler. P te ru th iu s  xan th o ch lo rh s h yb r id u s
H arin g to n

Pterythius [sir] pallidus hybrida Harington, 1913, Bull. Brit. O m . Cl.
33: 82 (M t Victoria, Chin Hills)

Not in Baker, FBI

local names. None recorded.
size. Sparrow  — ; leng th  c. 13 cm  (5 in .).
field characters. As in  1343, b u t m ale  w ith  a  conspicuous w h ite  

eye-ring.
status, distribution a n d  habitat. Scarce  residen t. N a g a la n d  a n d  

Assam in  the  M izo H ills (specim ens in  th e  K oelz coll.). A ffects p rim eval 
deciduous forest w ith  dense undergrow th .

E x tr a lim ita l . T h e  C hin  H ills o f  B urm a. T h e  species ex tends to  w estern 
Szechuan, southeastern  Y u n n an  a n d  no rthw estern  F ukien .

general habits. D escribed by  H ein rich  as a  ve ry  restless b ird  found  
m ostly in  the  undergrow th  o f forest.

food. As in  1342.
voice a n d  calls. T h e  song is a  rap id , m onotonous rep e titio n  o f a  single 

note rem inding  one very  m uch  o f th e  song o f  S ta c h y r is  ch rysa ea  (1212) 
a lthough  n o t so full a n d  m elodious, w ith o u t an y  pause betw een  th e  first a n d  
the  following notes (H einrich). C all-note, a  single w h i t  (S tanfo rd ).

breeding. U nrecorded .
M useum D iagnosis. Differs from the nominate race (1343) in having a white 

ring round the eye; head not so dark; sides of neck and flanks paler yellow.
measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

c fd 1 59-63 11 20-21 45-48 mm
9 $ 59-64 11 19 44- 48 mm

(HW , Heinrich)
colours o f  bare  pa r ts . Iris red-brown. Bill black, lower mandible slaty grey. 

Legs and feet brown to smoke-brown.
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1345. C hestnut-throated  Shrike-Babbler. P teru th iu s m elanotis m elanotis
Hodgson

Pteruthius melanotis Hodgson, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 448 
(Terai, Southeast Himalayas =  Nepal fide Gadow, 1883,

Cat. Bds. Brit. Mus. 8: 118)
Pteruthius melanotis melanops Koelz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 40

(Kohima, Naga Hills)
Baker, FBI No. 356, Vol. 1: 333 
P la te  77, fig* 3, facing p* 112

local name. Ku-er-pho (Lepcha).
size. Sparrow  —; length c. 11 cm (4£ in.).
field characters. M a l e .  A b o ve , olive-green w ith yellow forehead and 

a  grey nuchal collar. A  conspicuous w hite eye-ring and  a  greyish white 
supercilium . Lores an d  round  the  eye black. A  black crescentic line behind 
yellow ear-coverts. W ing grey w ith  a  broad  black b a r between two narrow  
w hite bars. T ail greenish and  black w ith w hite outer rectrices and  tips. 
B e lo w , th ro a t and  upper breast chestnut, rest yellow.

F e m a l e ,  like m ale b u t head  m arkings less distinct, black area  around 
eye replaced  by  grey. Eye-ring conspicuous. T h ro a t mostly buffish with 
cinnam on sides o r m oustache. W ing greenish, the  b road  black b a r between 
two narrow  salmon-rufous ones instead o f white.

P .  aenobarbus (1346) m ale has a  chestnut forehead and  lacks the black 
uprigh t crescent on sides o f neck. T he  fem ale has a rufous forehead 
(v. yellow).

status, distribution an d  habitat. U ncom m on resident, subject to 
vertical movem ents. F rom  central N epal east through Darjeeling, Sikkim, 
B hutan and  N E FA  to  the  M ishm i Hills; from  c. 1800 to 2700 m, optim um  
zone 2100-2400 m , in  w in ter betw een 700 and  2000 m . Also, m ore scarcely, 
N agaland, M an ipu r a n d  Assam in  the  C achar and  K hasi hills (not found 
in the  G aro  Hills w here Koelz collected aenobarbus), south to the Chittagong 
H ill T racts o f East Pakistan, from  1200 m  up  to  a t least 2100 m. Affects 
hum id  b u t cool, deep evergreen forest in  the  m ore open parts (glades, stream- 
sides, etc.).

E x tra lim ita L  Extends east through B urm a to northern  V ietnam ; another 
subspecies in  the M alay  Peninsula.

general habits. E ntirely  arboreal; frequents m ostly the canopy of 
trees. In  the  non-breeding season found either singly, in  pairs or in  small 
groups usually in  the  large m ixed roving parties o f tits, leaf w arblers and  
o ther sm all babblers, sivas, m inlas an d  flycatchers such as R h ip id u ra  hypo- 
xan th a  and  C u lic ica p a . T ends to be overlooked am ongst these restless gather
ings, b u t its com paratively sluggish m ovements, dum pier build  and  upright 
carriage unm ask its identity.

food. Insects (large green grasshoppers etc.).
voice an d  calls. U sually  silent. Call-note, a  pleasant too-w eet, too-w eet 

no t often u tte red  unless the birds are  separated (Baker).
breeding. Season , A pril to Ju n e . N e s t, a flimsy b u t strong cup of ferns, 

roots, twigs, bits o f tendrils and  lichen, strengthened w ith cobweb, the 
outside m ore or less covered w ith moss an d  lichen; lining, usually scanty,
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is of rootlets. T he nest is suspended betw een forking horizontal twigs betw een 
c. 2 and  5 m etres from the ground. Eggs, 4  o r 5, occasionally 2 or 6, norm ally  
pale lilac-white or pale cream  stippled w ith  purplish  brow n or ligh t rufous, 
especially around  the large end. A verage size o f 40 eggs 17-9 X 13-5 m m  
(Baker). Incubation  by both  sexes; period  undeterm ined.

M useum D iagnosis- See Field Characters.
Y o u n g ,  o'1 and 9 like adult 9 but browner on upperparts; underparts paler. 

Postjuvenal moult of body and wing-coverts which then show the sexual distinction
(HW).

measurements
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
& &  55-63 11-12 20-22 39-45 mm
$ 9  56-59 11-13 20-22 38-42 mm

(SA, Rand & Fleming, BB, SDR)
Weight 4 10-15; 1 9 14 g (SDR, SA).
colours of bare parts. Iris brown (red-brown, grey in a spring bird — 

Stanford). Bill: upper mandible dark slate-grey, lower grey to pale flesh. Legs whitish 
brown to pale fleshy brown.

1346. C hestnutfronted  S hrike-B ab bler. Pteruthius aenobarbus
aenobarbulus K oelz

Pteruthius aenobarbus aenobarbulus Koelz, 1954, Contrib.
Inst. Regional Exploration, No. 1: 9 (Nokrek, Garo Hills)

Baker, FBI No. 357, Vol. 1: 335 ( =  intermedius)
Plate 78, fig. 7, facing p. 128

local names. None recorded.
size. Sparrow  —; length  £.11 cm  (4£ in .).
field characters. M a l e .  Above, forehead chestnu t; forecrow n yellow ; 

rest of upper plum age olive-green. A  conspicuous w hite  eye-ring su rrounded  
by an  incom plete black ring ; a  greyish w hite  supercilium  beh in d  w hich  a  
patch  o f grey (not form ing a  nuchal c o lla r); ear-coverts yellow. W ing  green 
w ith w hite ou ter edge a n d  w hite tips to  secondaries, a n d  a  large black  
shoulder-patch across w hich are  two b ro ad  w hite  bars. O u te r  rectrices b lack  
tipped white, the  outerm ost w hite w ith  a  b lack  streak n e a r  tip  o f  o u te r web. 
Below, th ro a t deep chestnut; rest o f underparts  yellow.

Distinguished from  melanotis m ain ly  by  the  chestnu t forehead (v. yellow) 
and  absence of the  crescentic black p a tch  on side o f neck.

F e m a l e ,  forehead rufous-chestnut; no b lack  ro u n d  w hite  eye-ring; 
shoulders olive-green w ith  tw o salm on-buff bars. T h ro a t pa le  ochraceous; 
rest of underparts greyish w hite w ith  a  tinge o f yellow. D istinguished from  
female melanotis by  same characters as m ale.

status, distribution and  habitat. K now n only  from  the type specim en 
collected by  Koelz in  the  G aro Hills, Assam. A ltitude  n o t given. Affects 
fairly open forest an d  edges of evergreen.

Extralimital. T h e  species extends east to  V ie tnam  a n d  K w angsi, a n d  
south through the  M alay  Peninsula a n d  Ja v a .



general habits. Sim ilar to  those o f melanotis; seems to frequent lower 
trees and  bushes.

food. Insects.
voice and  calls. U nrecorded.
breeding. Season, p robably  A pril and  M ay; Koelz reports his specimen 

o f 7 M arch  as 4 breeding m ale \  Nest an d  eggs no t recorded in detail bu t 
ap p ear to  be sim ilar to those o f melanotis. Average size of 9 eggs 18*5 x  
13 • 3 m m  (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters. Differs from intermedius of Burma in 
having the brown of throat much restricted, not descending over the breast, but 
sharply defined as a throat-patch. Yellow of forehead deeper; upperparts more 
yellow, less green (Koelz).

measurements and colours of bare  parts. Unrecorded.

Genus G a m p s o r h y n c h u s  Blyth

Gampsorhynchus Blyth, 1844, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13 (1): 370.
Type, by monotypy, G. rufulus Blyth

Tail longer than wing, much graduated. Bill about half the length of head; 
upper mandible curved a t tip. Rictal bristles very long and stiff.

1347. W hiteheaded Shrike-B abbler. Gampsorhynchus rufulus rufulus Blyth

Gampsorhynchus rufulus Blyth, 1844, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13 (1): 371
(Daijeeling)

Gampsorhynchus rufulus ahomensis Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst.
Regional Exploration, No. 1: 4 (Nichuguard, Naga Hills)

Baker, FBI No. 232, Vol. 1: 231 
Plate 76, fig. 2, facing p. 64

local names. Ghongto-phep-pho (Lepcha); Daophlantu-tiba (Cachari).
size. B ulbul +  ; length  c. 23 cm  (9 in .).
field characters. W hole head , nape, a  shoulder-patch, th roat, breast

an d  belly white, the la tte r washed w ith 
buff. U n d er tail-coverts buff. R est of 
plum age olive-brown, wing w ith buff 

* inner edge. T ail strongly graduated  and
J,ig r  » t i pped w ith  buff. Sexes alike.

f  '  Y o u n g  (im m ature) has light chest-
. n u t head  an d  breast.X c. 1 ,STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT.

R esident, generally com m on. T he  base o f the hills from  eastern Nepal 
(specimens in  Brit. M us.) through D arjeeling, Sikkim, N. Bengal (Jalpaiguri 
dist., B hutan, an d  N E FA  to the  M ishm i H ills; N agaland, M anipur and 
the  hills o f Assam south to the  C hittagong region o f East Pakistan; from the 
edge o f the plains to c. 1200 m. Affects secondary growth, bam boo, bush 
an d  grass jung le  an d  undergrow th  in  evergreen forest in broken foothills 
country.

B A B B L E R S  81

6



E x tra lim ita l. Burm a. T he species extends east to V ietnam  an d  south 
through the M alay Peninsula.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . Arboreal, gregarious and  noisy. Keeps in  parties up  
to fifteen, often in association w ith wood shrikes, drongos, scim itar babblers 
and others in thick shrubbery and  clum ps o f bam boo. U sually  tam e and  
inquisitive. M ore active on the wing than  m ost T im aliidae. G eneral ap 
pearance, flight and  behaviour rem iniscent o f the  bulbuls.

f o o d . Insects; berries ( ? ) .
v o ic e  and  c a lls . A  weird, grating  kaw-ka-yawk (Sm ythies), an d  a  

variety of calls incessantly uttered.
b r e e d in g . Season, end o f A pril to August, chiefly M ay. Nest, a  shallow 

flimsy saucer of dead leaves, twigs, roots and  lichen bound  together w ith  
roots and  tendrils, plastered w ith cobweb, and  lined w ith  fine grass and  
rootlets. Placed in  bushes a  couple o f m etres from  the ground. T h e  species 
appears to move into deeper evergreen forest for breeding purposes. Eggs,
3 or 4, of two types: pale green w ith blotches o f dark  brow n an d  secondary 
markings of dull grey scattered over the whole surface b u t m ore num erous 
a t the larger end; or pale dull reddish w ith  p rim ary  m arkings o f reddish 
brown. Except for size, they resemble the  eggs o f Pellomeum albiventre (1164).
Average size of 20 eggs 29*9 X 17-6 m m  (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters. For details of plumages see Baker, 
loc. cit.

measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from feathers)

90-100 20-21 26-31 110-120 mm
(Baker, SA)

Weight 1 c? 37 g (SDR).
colours of bare parts. Iris yellow (‘ orange-straw * — SA). Bill plumbeous, 

paler on lower mandible. Legs, feet and claws flesh; soles yellowish.

Genus A c t i n o d u r a  G ould

Actinodura Gould, 1836, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 17.
Type, by original designation, Actinodura Egertoni Gould 

Stbia  Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 145. Type, by monotypy, S ib ia ?
N ipalensis =  Cinclosoma ? N ipalensis Hodgson 

Ixops ‘ Hodgson 5 =  Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 929, 953.
Type, by monotypy, Cinclosoma Nipalense Hodgson =  Sib ia  N ipalensis Hodgson

Bill about half the length of head. Rictal bristles long; chin feathers with hair-like 
tips. Wing feathers narrowly cross-barred. Tail graduated, considerably longer than 
wing.

K ey to  th e Species

Page
A Forehead rufous...........................................................................A . egertoni 83
B Forehead brown, concolorous with crown

1 Feathers of crown with pale edges.......................................A. waldeni 88
2 Feathers of crown with pale shaft-streaks...........................A . nipalensis 86
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Actinodura eoertoni G ould 

K ey to  th e  Subspecies
Page

A Crown-feathers edged with black.......................................... A. e. lewisi 84
B No black edging to crown-feathers

1 Crown ashy brown or dark grey contrasting with mantle
a Back rufous-brown......................................................... .A . e. egertoni 83
b Back olive-brown........ . . . . . ' . .......................................... A. e. ripponi 85

2 Crown browner, less ashy, less contrasting with mantle. .A . e. khasiana 85

1348. H im alayan  B arw in g. A ctin o d u ra  egerton i egertoni Gould

Actinodura Egertoni Gould, 1836, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 18 (Nepal)
Baker, FBI No. 321, Vol. 1: 303 
P la te  78, fig . 9, facin g  p. 128

local  name. Ramnio-pho (Lepcha).
size. B ulbul + ;  leng th  c. 23 cm  (9 in .).
field characters. A b o ve , forehead rufous; loose, m op-like ashy brow n 

crest, a n d  ear-coverts paler. Back an d  ru m p  rufous-brown. W ing narrow ly 
cross-barred, a  b lack  p a tc h  w ith in  a  large rufous patch , an d  a  pale outer 
edge. T a il strongly g radua ted , rufous-brow n, narrow ly cross-barred, each 
fea ther tipped  w hite. B e lo w , ch in  rufous, th ro a t an d  breast pinkish brow n; 
rest o f u nderparts  taw ny  olive, centre  o f belly white. U n d er surface of tail 
da rk  grey w ith  w hite  spots. Sexes alike.

M ay  be m istaken for G a rru la x  lin ea tu s  b u t distinguished by  barred  wings. 
A ctin o d u ra  n ip a len sis  a n d  A .  w a ld e n i have a  darker crow n and  black tail.

status, distribution an d  habitat. C om m on resident. T he  H im alayas 
from  cen tral N epal (Biswas, JB N H S  59: 220; Stevens a p u d  Baker, N id if ic a - 
tion  1: 281), east th rough  D aijeeling, Sikkim, B hu tan  an d  N E FA  to the 
M iri Hills. Breeds from  1200 to  a t  least 2000 m  (2400 m , O sm aston a p u d  
B aker); recorded  in  w in ter from  1000 to  1800 m  an d  around  Buxa duars 
(W . B engal). Affects dense secondary grow th  an d  m ixed trees-and-scrub in  
evergreen forest.

general habits. K eeps in  pairs during  th e  breeding season, otherwise 
in  sm all slow -travelling parties o f six to  twelve, usually no t associating 
w ith  o ther species though  sometimes found in  com pany o f sibias an d  laugh
ing  thrushes whose habits a n d  behav iour a re  very  sim ilar. Frequents dense 
thickets, bushes a n d  low trees, occasionally the  high canopy, clam bering 
ab o u t an d  poking in to  holes an d  crannies, and  foraging abou t am ongst 
clum ps o f orchids a n d  o ther epiphytes, a t tim es clinging upside-dow n like 
a  tit o r flu ttering  in fron t o f a  sprig. Dives in to  undergrow th  w hen alarm ed. 
Pairs form  in  the  la tte r  h a lf  o f A pril.

food. M ain ly  insects (grasshoppers, ants, e tc .) ; also berries, figs and  seeds.
voice an d  calls. A  feeble conversational cheep constantly  u tte red  while 

feeding (SA). F or description o f song see 1351.
breeding# Season, A pril to Ju ly . N e s t , cup-shaped, m ade o f fern, bam boo 

or o ther dead  leaves held  together w ith  fibrous roots, coated exteriorly w ith 
green  moss an d  lined  w ith  rootlets; am oun t an d  proportion  o f each m aterial
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varies in different nests. Placed in bushes or small trees from one to six 
metres above the ground. E g g s , 3, or sometimes 4, pale blue, m arked all 
over with dark brown blotches, spots, loops, whorls and fine lines. M any 
£ggs very similar to those of G a rru ln x  ph oen iceu s (1332). Average size of 25 
eggs 22-9 X 17-7 mm (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. See Key to the Subspecies. For details of plumage see 
Baker, loc. cit.

Young,-like adult but crown brown instead of ashy brown; underparts more 
uniformly ochraceous brown, no white on belly.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
( f 9  79-90 17-19 29-33 93-115 mm

(SA, Stresemann)
Weight 2 cfcf  33, 37; 2 o? 33, 36 g (SA).
colours o f  bare  pa r ts . As in  1349.

1349. M ish m i B arw in g. A ctin o d u ra  egerto n i le w is i  Ripley

Actinodura egertoni lewisi Ripley, 1948, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 61: 105
(Dreyi, Mishmi Hills)

Not in Baker, FBI

local  name. None recorded.
size. Bulbul + ;  length c. 23 cm (9 in.).
field characters. As in 1348, q.v.
status, distribution and habitat. Common resident. N EFA  in  the 

Mishmi Hills (Ali & Ripley, JBNHS 48: 28; Baker, R eco rd s  I n d . M ils. 8: 
265), probably intergrading with egerto n i in the Abor Hills. Affects scrub 
jungle and dense shrubbery in evergreen forest.

general habits, food and voice. As in 1348.
breeding. Unrecorded; probably as in 1348.
M useum D iagnosis. Differs from egertoni (1348) in having pronounced dark 

edgings on a very grey head, in having more dark grey wash on the neck, a darker 
back, and a tendency to broader striping on the tertiaries. Differs from khasiana 
in being darker and not having the pronounced barring on the central rectrices. 
Differs from ripponi in being much darker, more rufous brownish on the back and 
more rufous on tail.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
4 tfc?  81-90 20 29-31 104-116 mm
8 9 9  81-91 19-20 29-31 101-111 mm

(MD)
colours o f  bare  pa r ts . Iris brownish grey. Bill: upper mandible brown, 

lower mandible yellow at base, fleshy a t tip. Legs and feet brownish flesh.
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1350. A ssam  Barw ing. Actinodura egertoni khasiana Godwin-Austen

Actinodura khasiana Godwin-Austen, 1876, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 45: 76
(Khasia Hills)

Actinodura egertoni montivaga Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst.
Regional Exploration, No. 1: 7 (Kohima, Naga Hills)

Baker, FBI No. 322, Vol. 1: 304
local names. N ya -si, Ko-yu  (Naga). 
size. Bulbul + ;  length c. 23 cm  (9 in .).
FIELD characters. As in 1348, q.v.
STATUS, distribution and  habitat. Com m on resident. Assam in  the 

K hasi and  C achar hills, N agaland and  M anipur. Breeds between c. 1200 
and  2200 m . Affects dense evergreen forest, scrub jungle and  secondary 
grow th.

general habits, food and  voice. As in  1348.
breeding. As in  1348. Average size o f 100 eggs 23*4 x  17-7 mm 

(Baker).
M useum D iagnosis. Differs from lew isi (1349) in being pale and having more 

pronounced barring on central rectrices. Differs from egertoni (1348) in having the 
crown browner, less ashy and not so contrasting with mantle, the rufous of forehead 
paler and not extending to the crown; back, rump and upper tail-coverts more 
ochraceous; central rectrices more distinctly barred. 

measurements. As in 1349.
Weight 3 c? 38 (3); 1 9 35 g (SDR). 
colours of bare  parts. As in  1349.

1351. M izo B arw ing. Actinodura egertoni ripponi Ogilvie-Grant
Actinodura ripponi Ogilvie-Grant, 1907, Ibis: 186

(Mt Victoria, Chin Hills, 6000-7000 feet) ^
Baker, FBI No. 323, Vol. 1: 305

local names. None recorded.
size. Bulbul +  ; length c. 23 cm  (9 in .).
field characters. As in 1348, q.v.
status, distribution and  habitat. Com mon resident, subject to some 

vertical movem ents. Assam in  the M izo Hills. A ltitudinal distribution un
determ ined here, b u t in the C hin Hills breeds above 1500 m  and  on M t 
V ictoria betw een 2000 an d  2600 m ; descends in  w inter to 1200-1800 m, 
some straying down to the  foothills. Affects high bushes and  low trees in 
dense, shady, prim eval forest.

Extralimital. Southwestern Burm a. 
general habits and  food. As in  1348.
voice and  calls. T he song consists o f a  three-noted whistle rem inding 

one o f the notes o f the G rey T it b u t louder and  sharper, rendered as ti-ti-td , 
the  first note accentuated, the last lower (H einrich).

breeding. M ostly A pril and  M ay. Nest and  eggs as in  1348. Average 
size o f 30 eggs 22-6 X 17-4 m m  (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. Like khasiana (1350) but crown dark grey; back, rump and 
upper tail-coverts olive-brown.
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measurements
Wing 10 cfcf 86-93; 3 9 9 83-90 mm (Heinrich)
Tail 9 113-122 mm-(Ticehurst)

COLOURS OF BARE parts. Iris olive-yeUow; orbital skin grey-green. Bill brown, 
yellow at gape. Legs and feet grey-brown.

Actinodura nipalensis (Hodgson)
K ey to  th e Subspecies

Black band on tail over 20 mm wide...........................A. n. vinctura
Black band on tail under 20 mm wide...................A. n. nipalensis

1352. Nepal H oary B arw ing. Actinodura nipalensis nipalensis (Hodgson)

Cinclosoma? Nipalensis Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 145
(Nepal, restricted to slopes of Kathmandu Valley, central Nepal, by Ripley) 

Baker, FBI No. 326 (part), Vol. 1: 307

local names. None recorded.
size. B ulbul; length c. 20 cm (8 in.).
field characters. Above, forehead and  loose m op-like crest d a rk  brow n

w ith  pale  shaft-streaks. A pale

uld lx (

t j r  it  (tips to  secondary-coverts). T a il
x  c i g rad u a ted ; cen tral rectrices n a r

row ly ba rred , term ina l th ird  and  
outer rectrices black, the la tte r tipped  w ith  white. T h ro a t a n d  breast grey, 
lower belly and  under tail-coverts rufous-brown. Sexes alike.

A . waldeni is very sim ilar b u t has the  underparts entirely  rufous-brow n. 
A. egertoni is distinguished by the  longer tail, rufous breast, w hite  centre  of 
belly, lack of grey patch  on w ing an d  lack o f black on u p p er surface o f 
tail.

status, distribution and  habitat. C om m on resident. W estern  a n d  
central N epal from 1800 to 3300 m ; p robab ly  does n o t b reed  a t the  lower 
levels of this zone. N ot recorded below 1800 m  even in  w in ter. Affects the 
upper oak forest and  m ixed oak, conifer an d  rhododendron  w ith  p len ty  o f 
undergrow th.

general habits. A rboreal. K eeps in  sm all parties o f th ree  to  ten  in 
com pany w ith yuhinas, sivas and  sibias. F requents m ostly the  u p p er b ranches 
of middle-sized trees, feeding chiefly on insects concealed in  the mossy grow th  
adhering to trunks and  branches. M ay  be seen hopping swiftly u p  a  tree- 
trunk  or feeding while clinging to it. O ccasionally descends to  o r n ea r the  
ground.
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Actinodura nipalensis and A. waldeni

— 1 — 1 — “ ■

Distributional ranges
\ = ^ A .n . nipalensis( 1^ 2) n. vinctura .BUTHHIIÎ I. w . daflaensis{ 1354). 

w . w aldeni (1355)%%%%& A . w . p o lio tis  (1356).

food. M ostly insects (beetles, caterpillars, e tc .); also gastropods, berries, 
seeds, nectar, flower-buds and  moss.

voice and  calls. A  whistle tux w hee-er very like th a t of the Streaked 
L aughing T hrush  (Proud). A larm , a  loud, rap id  j e - j e  . . . repeated eight 
or ten  times (Fleming).

breeding. L ittle  known. Season , M ay and  June . N e s t ,  a  neat, com pact 
cup, ra th e r small for the  size of the bird, m ade o f fine grass bents w ith some 
lichen and  moss on the exterior, lined w ith rootlets. O ne nest was reported 
to be placed on a  sapling. Eggs, apparently  2, pale pinky white m arked with 
bold  blotches o f reddish brow n and  secondary blotches of inky grey, forming 
a  well-defined ring a t the  large end. Two eggs m easured 27 ; 1 X 18*7 
and  25*2 X 18*8 m m  (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. cit. .
Y o u n g ,  as adult. Primary and tail characters of juvenal timalines not present.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

c fd1 90-96 21-22 *.31 82-84 mm
9 9 83-97 21-22 — 77-80 mm

(BB, Rand & Fleming)
Weight 5 cPc? 44—48 ; 5 9 9 39-45 g (GD).
colours of bare  parts. Iris brown. Bill dark brown. Legs and feet fleshy to 

greyish brown or brown.
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1353. E astern  H oary Barw ing. A ctin odu ra  n ipa len sis  vinctura  R ipley

Actinodura nipalensis vinctura Ripley, 1950, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 63: 104 
(Mangalbar^, Dankuta District, east Nepal)

Baker, FBI No. 326 (part), Vol. 1: 307 
P late 76, fig. 9, facin g  p . 64

local name. Ramnio-pho (Lepcha).
size. Bulbul; length c. 20 cm (8 in .).
FIELD characters. As in  1352, q.v.
status, distribution and  habitat. Com m on resident. E astern  N epal 

from the O khaldunga district east through Darjeeling, Sikkim an d  B hu tan ; 
from 2100 to a t least 3000 m  a t all seasons. Aifects evergreen forests o f oak, 
fir, rhododendron w ith dense undergrow th of ringal bam boo, R u b u s , etc.

general habits, food and  voice. As in 1352.
breeding. As in 1352.
M useum D iagnosis. Differs from the nominate race (1352) chiefly by the wider 

black terminal band on upper surface of tail.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

3 cfc? 89-94 19-21 31-34 85-88 mm
4 9 ?  83-88 19-23 29-34 79-84 mm

(SA)
18 (? 9 86-94 mm (Stresemann)
Weight 2 c? &  44, 46; 3 9 9  39-44 g (SA).
COLOURS OF BARE parts. As in 1352.

Actinodura waldeni G odw in-A usten 
K ey to  th e Subspecies

Throat and breast grey, streaked with rufous-brown. . .  .A . w. daflaensis 
Throat and breast tawny brown with fulvous streaks.. .  .A . w. waldeni

1354. NEFA Barw ing. A ctin odu ra  w a ld e n i daflaen sis Godw in-A usten

Actinodura daflaensis Godwin-Austen, 1875, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. 16: 340
(Dafla Hills, NE. Bengal)

Baker, FBI No. 329, Vol. 1: 309

local names. None recorded.
size. Bulbul: length c. 20 cm (8 in .).
field characters. A bove , very sim ilar to  A .  n ip a len sis  b u t crow n-feathers 

a  darker brow n w ith  pale edges, giving the  crow n a  scalloped aspect. R est 
of upperparts as in n ipa len sis . M oustachial stripe an d  ear-coverts paler, 
streaked w ith whitish. B e lo w , grey w ith  rufous-brow n streaks on th ro a t and  
breast (.A . nipa lensis has plain grey underparts). Sexes alike.

Distinguished from A . egertoni by the shorter tail, b lack on its u p per surface 
term inal half, and  by the lack o f w hite on belly.

status, distribution and  habitat. Com m on resident, subject to  some 
vertical movements. N E FA  from  the D afla Hills to the  M ishm i H ills; from
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c. 2400 to 3300 m  in summer, descending to c. 1500 m  in winter. Affects 
mossy evergreen and  m ixed forest.

E x tra lim ita l. Southeastern T ibet in the Pachakshiri area. 
general habits and  food. As in 1355. 
voice and  calls. As in  1355.
breeding. U nknow n; presum ably as in  nipalensis (1352).
M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters.
MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1355.

1355. M anipur Barw ing. A ctin odu ra  w a ld en i w alden i Godwin-Austen

Actinodura waldeni Godwin-Austen, 1874, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 46, pi. 12
(Japoo Peak, Naga Hills)

Baker, FBI No. 327, Vol. 1: 308 
P late  78, fig. 11, facing  p. 128

local names. None recorded.
size. B ulbul; length c. 20 cm (8 in .).
field characters. As in 1354, q.v.
status, distribution and  habitat. Com m on resident, probably subject 

to some vertical movem ents. M anipur, N agaland and adjacent north  Gachar 
(Baker, JB N H S 8: «203); from  2200 m  up  in summer. Affects shady moss 
forest in steep valleys.

E x tr a lim ita l. T he subspecies sa tu ra tio r  is found in northeastern Burm a 
and  northw estern Y unnan ; the subspecies p o lio tis  (1356) w ith deep rufous 
or m aroon-brow n upperparts and  dark  grey ear-coverts is found in  the 
C hin Hills o f B urm a and  m ay  occur in  the M izo Hills.1

general habits do no t differ from  those of A . n ipalensis (1352). Usually 
seen clam bering abou t mossy trunks, pulling the moss to pieces and  feeding 
on the  insects i t  harbours. G enerally keeps to m edium  heights in  trees bu t 
does no t shim  low bushes. Actions som ewhat phlegm atic; rem arkably tam e 
and  unpertu rbed  by the presence o f m an. 

food. As in 1352.
voice an d  calls. Call-note, a  soft chup, chup; also a  m ewing note and  a 

churr (Smythies).
breeding. U nknow n; presum ably as in A .  n ipa lensis (1352).
M useum D iagnosis. Differs from daflaensis (1354) in being paler above with the 

chestnut brighter; underparts entirely tawny brown with paler, fulvous streaks on 
throat and breast. 

measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

cfcf 89-97 21 31 79 mm
9 9 86-99 22 32 75 mm

(Wing SDR. Bill, tarsus, tail 1 c?> 1 9 > MD)
Weight 10 cfc? 39-56; 8 9 9  41-53 g (SDR).
colours of bare parts. Iris brownish grey. Bill dark brown. Legs and feet brown.

1 Omitted here for want of any definite record within Indian limits. It is rare on Mt 
Victoria.

B A B B L E R S  89



Genus M in  la  H odgson

Minla Hodgson, 1837 (Apr. 13), Ind. Rev. 2 (1): 32, 44. Type, 
by original designation, Minla ignotincta Hodgson 

Siva Hodgson, 1837 (May 13), Ind. Rev. 2 (2): 88. Type, 
by original designation, Siva cyanouroptera Hodgson 

Staphida Swinhoe, 1871, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 373. Type, 
by original designation, Siva torqueola Swinhoe

Bill slender, pointed and slightly notched. Rictal bristles well developed. Outer 
edge of wing and tail brighdy coloured.

K ey to  th e Species
Page

A Edge of wing blue............................................................... M - cyanouroptera 95
B Edge of wing yellow or red

1 Throat barred.......................................................................... ..... strigula 91
2 Throat not barred................................................................M . ignotincta 90

1357. R edtailed  M inla. M inla ignotincta ignotincta H odgson

Minla ignotincta Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Rev. 2 (1 ) :  32, 44 
(Central and northern regions of the hills, Nepal)

Baker, FBI No. 377, Vol. 1: 355 
VoL 6, p la te  68

local names. Minla (Nepal); Megblim-ayene, Megblim-adum (Lepcha); Pobhum 
dasin (Dafla).

size. Sparrow ; length c. 14 cm  (5£ in .).
field characters. M a l e .  Above, head  black  w ith  a  long, w hite  super- 

cilium from  lores to  nape. Back chocolate-brow n. W ings b lack  w ith  w hite  
tips and  crim son ou ter edge. T a il black w ith  crim son ou ter edge a n d  tip ; 
a  w hite pa tch  a t base. Below, chin an d  th ro a t w hitish, rest pa le  yellow.

F e m a l e ,  like m ale b u t back  olive-brow n, red  on wings a n d  ta il an d  
yellow of underparts paler. W hen flitting high up  in ta ll trees, th e  ta il looks 
com paratively long and  narrow , rem iniscent o f R edheaded  T it  (1819).

status, distribution an d  habitat. C om m on resident, subject to  m arked  
vertical movements. F rom  cen tral N epal east th rough  D arjeeling , Sikkim , 
B hutan and  N E FA ; also Assam in  C achar a n d  K hasi (?) hills, N ag alan d  
and M anipur, south to  the  C hittagong region in  E. Pakistan. F ro m  1800 to 
3100 m, locally up  to 3400 m  (N epal —  Diesselhorst) a n d  perhaps as low  
as 1350 m  (Sikkim —  Stevens). W inters m ostly below  1800 m  (b u t recorded  
a t 2400 m) and  com m only reaches the  foothills an d  duars (e.g. B uxa —  
Inglis, JB N H S 26: 990). Affects hum id, dense forest, m ixed, deciduous or 
evergreen, in the breeding season being m ost com m on in  oak an d  arbores
cent rhododendron forest.

Extralimital. T h e  species extends to  southeastern  Szechuan, K w angsi 
and  northern  V ietnam .

general habits. A rboreal, sociable, an d  very sim ilar to  those o f its 
congeners. U sually found in  parties, som etim es o f considerable size, w ith  
yuhinas, shrike-babblers, tits, sunbirds, etc. F requents tree-tops a n d  h igher
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branches, clinging upside down and  sideways to the sprigs and working 
through the foliage in the m anner of tits, b u t slower in its movements. 
Sometimes makes short hopping or sidling spurts along the moss-covered 
trunks and  branches like a  creeper or nu thatch , searching methodically 
for insects under the  moss and  lichen.

food. Chiefly insects and  their larvae; also seeds. 
voice an d  calls. A  peculiar, rattling, shrill trri-krd . . . tsckitsesa . . . 

trri-krro (H einrich). A  high-pitched w i-w i-w i; a  loud ckik repeated seven 
or eight tim es; a  frequent, high-pitched tsi . . .  tsi \ a high-pitched ckitititit; 
a  tit-like whi-whi-te-sik-sik; song, some loud, ringing notes: twiyi-twiyuwi . . . 
(L ister; for m ore details see JB N H S 52: 32).

b r e e d in g . L ittle known. Season, M ay and  June . Nest, a  ra ther deep cup 
o f moss and  rootlets, lined w ith ha ir and  rootlets, and  placed in  the fork of 
* some bushy tree a t no great height from the ground 5 (Hodgson). Eggs, 
2 to 4, pale blue, m arked w ith specks and  tiny spots of black or reddish 
brow n, generally form ing a  ring  around  the large end. Average size of 
12 eggs 19*4 X 14*4 m m  (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters. For details of plumages see Baker, 
loc. cit.

Y o u n g ,  like adult female but mantle slightly darker and white parts of plumage 
not so pure.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
c f tf  63-70 12-14 20-22 52-58 mm
9 9 59-66 12-14 19-21 51-58 mm

(SA, Rand & Fleming, Kinnear, Mayr) 
Weight cf 12-16; 9 9 11-16 g (SDR, GD, SA). 5 9 13-18 g (SA).
colours of bare parts. Iris brown to pale yellow. Bill blackish brown, plum

beous on lower mandible. Legs, feet and claws olive-brown; soles yellow.

M inla strigula (Hodgson)
K ey to  th e Subspecies

Page
A Chestnut on tail restricted to basal half

1 Crown paler.....................................................................M . s. simlaensis 91
2 Crown darker.......................................................................M . s. strigula 92

B Chestnut oil tail extending to c. 20 mm or less from tip
3 Eye-ring pale yellow........................ .............................M . s.yunnanensis 94
4 Eye-ring whitish...........................................................M . s. cinereigenae 95

1358. W estern  B arth ro ated  Siva* M inla strigula simlaensiso

(M einertzhagen)

Siva strigula simlaensis Meinertzhagen, 1926, Bull. Brit. Ora. Cl. 46: 128
(Simla)

Baker, FBI No. 333 (part), Vol. 1: 313
local names. None recorded.
size. Sparrow ; length c. 14 cm  (5J in .).
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FIELD c h a r a c t e r s . As in 1359, q.v.
status, d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . Fairly  com m on resident, subject to 

vertical movements. T he  western H im alayas from  K an g ra  to  w estern N epal 
(Fleming, Fieldiana 53: 175). Breeds from  2100 m  (K angra) an d  2400 m

Minla strigula

— 7------ -------------- i \ 2

: M .(y
Distributional ranges

simlaensis (1358). Ullllllllll strigula (1359).

H  yunnanensis (1360). ^  cinereigenae [ 1361).

(G arhw al) up  to 3600 m . W inters betw een 1300 a n d  2250 m . Affects open 
forest o f b irch, willow, barberry , etc., oak an d  rhododendron  scrub o r o ther 
low bushes; in  w inter frequents bushes in  heavy jungle .

g e n e r a l  h a b it s  an d  f o o d . As in  1359.
v o ic e  and  c a l l s . A  distinctive, varied  com bination  o f pip  a n d  peep 

(H W ). In  the  breeding season, a  m elancholic whistle o f  th ree  notes u tte red  
somewhat slowly an d  deliberately a t equal intervals, the  last no te  low er 
(O sm aston); see also No. 1359.

breeding. As in  1359. A verage size o f 12 eggs 20*4 X 15*3 m m  (B aker).
M useum D iagnosis. Like strigula (1359) but crown paler; back with variable 

amount of grey; chestnut on tail confined to basal half and rather paler.
measurements and colours of bare  pa rts . As in 1359.

1359. E astern  B arth ro ated  Siva. M inla strigula strigula (Hodgson)
Siva Strigula Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Rev. 2 (2): 89 (Nepal)

Baker, FBI No. 333 (part), Vol. 1: 313 
P la te  76, fig . 4, la c in g  p . 64

local name. Megblim (Lepcha).
s iz e . Sparrow ; length  c. 14 cm  (5£ in .).



field characters. Above, crown orange-brown, slightly tufted. A pale 
_  yellow eye-ring and post-ocular stripe. E ar-

coverts grey. Back greyish olive. Closed wing 
^ w ith a  b right orange outer edge, a  black

shoulder-patch; secondaries pale ashy and 
black, tipped w ith white. T ail black, partly  
chestnut on the basal half, edged and tipped 
w ith bright yellow. Below, chin o range; throat 
whitish narrow ly barred  w ith black; a  black 

x Cm i m alar stripe. R est of underparts including
under surface of tail yellow. Sexes alike.

STATUS, distribution an d  habitat. Com m on resident, subject to vertical 
movements. F rom  west-central N epal east through D aijeeling, Sikkim and 
Bhutar* Breeds betw een 1800 and  3600 m , chiefly in  the subalpine forest 
a t  tim ber-line. W inters m ostly betw een 1300 and  2700 m  [recorded as low 
as 800 m  (M einertzhagen) and  as high as 3700 m  (Schafer) in  Sikkim during 
the  cold season]. In  the breeding season, affects mostly subalpine oak and 
rhododendron forest. In  w inter it is m et w ith in pine, m ixed forest, bamboo 
an d  scrub jungle.

general habits. A rboreal. Keeps in  restless parties of six to twenty 
individuals, usually in  the m ixed itineran t b ird  associations, often with 
R edtailed  M inlas and  Bluewinged Sivas, hun ting  actively in  the higher 
bushes and  crowns o f m edium  height trees, in  the same niche as Tuhina 
gularis. T h e  birds ru n  or sidle up  branches an d  hanging creepers w ith the 
agility o f a  mouse, and  c flow 5 in  waves from  tree to  tree. Sometimes they 
m ay be seen resting side by side on a  twig, snuggled up  in  the m anner of 
m unias.

Display. c T he  birds collect into flocks of fifteen to fifty birds, and  these 
break up  into pairs w hich all rem ain  together in  the same tree. T he two 
birds o f each pa ir sit very close together, tails on opposite sides of the branch 
an d  separated by a t least six inches (15 cm) from  the next pair. They then 
alternately  bow and  stretch their heads up  to the fullest extent, the feathers 
o f the head and  neck fluffed out, all the tim e keeping up a  continual churring 
note and  a  sweet whistle. T hey  frequently reverse their positions on the 
branch, and  both  birds always do this a t the same instant as if  a t a  signal, 
so th a t they never both  have their tails the same side of a  branch even for a 
second. T he  whole perform ance is like an  elaborate dance and  will continue 
for an  hour or m ore w ithout a  break. E ach pa ir norm ally takes no notice 
o f any  other birds in  the  tree, b u t I have occasionally seen one b ird  leave 
its p a rtn e r and  comm ence to bow to the nearest bird of the next pair, this 
leading to m uch scuffling and  disturbance. T he three-noted song is not heard 
during  this display which appears to be perform ed only collectively * 
(Proud, JB N H S 53: 59).

food. In  sum m er alm ost exclusively insects (caterpillars, beetles, e tc .) ; 
berries and  seeds are  also taken in  o ther seasons. O ften visits rhododendron 
blossoms for nectar and  insects.

voice and  calls. Song, a  loud, ra ther hoarse-sounding strophe, most 
often of four syllables, rendered as tsi-tsd-ti~si (Diesselhorst) or too-sweet- 
sweet, the second note highest (Heinrich, Smythies). A nother song is described

B A B B L E R S  93



as a  jum ble  o f sweet notes m ingled w ith harsh squeaks and  churrs u tte red  
continuously for a  m inute or m ore. Song period in N epal: M arch  to  Ju ly  
w ith a  resum ption in  O ctober (P roud). Gall-note, a  m ellow peera-tzip a n d  
a  louder pe-eo.

b r e e d in g . Season, end of A pril to Ju ly . Nest, a  cup  o f grass, bam boo 
leaves, moss and  birch bark, held together w ith thread-like Usnea lichen, 
and  lined w ith hair, rootlets, pine needles, or fern stalks. P laced in  bushes, 
usually within three m etres from  the ground. Eggs, norm ally  3, deep b lue 
or blue-green (fading quickly i f  exposed to light), lighjly  spotted  o r freckled 
w ith black or pale red  a t  the  larger end. A verage size o f 10 eggs, 20-4  X 
15*3 m m  (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. See Key to the Subspecies. For details of plumage, see 
Baker, loc. cit. Skins fade rapidly; some old skins lose all trace of yellow. Fresh 
specimens are much richer yellow.

Y o u n g ,  like adult but crown and mantle paler. Underparts paler, throat-bars 
less distinct.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
65-76 12-16 25-28 66-75 mm

9 9 63-69 13—15 26-28 67-68 mm
(SDR, BB, Rand & Fleming, SA)

Weight 13 15-21; 5 9 9 18-24 g (SA, SDR, GD). 22 c? 9 17-20 g (SA).
colours of bare parts. Iris brown. Bill: upper mandible greyish brown, lower 

greyish white. Legs and feet brownish grey.

1360. NEFA B arth ro ated  Siva. M inla strigula yunnanensis (R othschild)

Siva strigula yunnanensis Rothschild, 1921, Novit. Zool. 28: 40 
(Lichiang Range, NW. Yunnan)

Siva strigula victoriae Meinertzhagen, 1926, Bull. Brit. Om . Cl. 26: 128 
(Mount Victoria, Chin Hills)

Baker, FBI No. 333 (part) and 334 (part), Vol. 1: 313-14

local names. None recorded.
size. Sparrow ; length  c. 14 cm  (5£ in .).
field characters. As in 1359, q.v.
status, distribution and  habitat. C om m on resident, subject to  vertical 

movements. N EFA  from  the D afla to the  M ishm i hills, N agaland  an d  
M a n i p u r ?  (W histler M S .); from  1300 (w inter) to  3600 m  (sum m er). 
Affects forests of oak and  rhododendron, bam boo a n d  bushes.

Extralimital. Southeastern T ibe t, w estern a n d  n o rth ern  B urm a, Y u nnan  
and  northern  V ietnam ; o ther subspecies in northw estern  T h a ilan d  an d  the  
M alay Peninsula.

general habits, food an d  voice. As in  1359. 
breeding. As in  1359.
M useum D iagnosis. Darker and more slaty on upperparts than other races. 

Chestnut of tail extending to c. 20 mm from tip.
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MEASUREMENTS
Wing Tail

d’ c? 64-73 74(2) mm
9 9 66-70 67-72 mm

(Heinrich, SDR, Mayr)
Weight 1 d* 21; 2 9 9 17, 21 g (SDR).
COLOURS OF BARE pa rts. As in 1359.

1361. A ssam  B arth ro ated  Siva* M in la  s tr ig u la  cinereigenae (Ripley)
Siva strigula cinereigenae Ripley, 1952, J . Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 50: 500 

(Mt Japvo, western Naga Hills, Assam)
Baker, FBI No. 333 (part), Vol. 1:313 

local names. None recorded. 
size. Sparrow ; length c. 14 cm  (5£ in .). 
field characters. As in  1359, q.v.
status, distribution and  habitat. Resident, uncom m on or rare. 

W estern N agaland (M t Japvo) and  presum ably the adjacent region of 
northw estern M anipur, and  Assam in  the K hasi Hills above 1800 m 
(Godwin-Austen). Affects oak and  rhododendron forest, and  bamboo- 
and-scrub jungle.

general habits, food an d  voice. As in  1359. 
breeding. N ot recorded; probably  as in  1359.
M useum D iagnosis. Differs from yunnanensis in having a whitish eye-ring and 

whitish supercilium; sides of cheeks grey, mottled with whitish and dusky. Differs 
from strigula in being darker, more brownish orange on the crown and more olive 
brownish on back and having a greater area of chestnut on tail; eye-ring, supercilium 
and cheeks greyish rather than suffused with yellowish; chin colour less bright. 

measurements
Wing Bill Tail

(from feathers)
5 tfc?  66-71 12-13 64-73 mm
7 9 $ 63-67 12-13 44-69 mm

(SDR)
Weight c7>c?» 18-21; 9  9 17-19 g (SDR). 
colours of bare  pa rts. As in 1359.

1362. Bluew inged Siva. M in la  cyanouroptera cyanouroptera (Hodgson)
Siva Cyanouroptera Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Rev. 2 (2): 88 (Nepal)
Leiothrix lepida Horsfield, 1839, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 162 ex McClelland MS. 

(Assam =  Naga Hills, fide Koelz, 1954, op. cit., below: 8)
Siva cyanouroptera aglae Deignan, 1942, Notulae Naturae, Philadelphia, No. 100: 

2 (Mt Victoria, 2600 metres, Chin Hills, near Pakokku, Burma)
Siva cyanouroptera thalia Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, No. 1: 8 

(Mawphlang, Khasi Hills)
Siva cyanouroptera rama Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, No. 1: 8 

(near Nokrek, Garo Hills)
Baker, FBI No. 335, Vol. 1: 314 
P late  78, fig. 8, facing p. 128

local name. Megblim adum (Lepcha).
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size. Sparrow ; length c. 15 cm  (6 in .). . .
field characters. Above, slightly tufted  crow n dark  blue striped  w ith 

whitish; supercilium  and  eye-ring white. Back fulvous, pa le r on rum p . 
Folded wing blue w ith a  small w hite spot and  w hite tips. U p p e r surface of 
ta il dark  grey w ith blue edges, narrow ly tipped  w ith  w hite; spread tail 
shows white ou ter rectrices edged w ith black. Below, en tire  underparts an d  
ear-coverts pale vinous grey, centre o f belly whitish. U n d er surface o f tail 
w hite edged w ith black. Sexes alike.

Blue of head, w ing and  tail no t noticeable except a t very close range. T h e  
head appears grey, contrasting w ith the fulvous back. T h e  b ird  appears 
long and  th in  w ith a  flat head  an d  very clear-cut square-ended  ta il —  a  
curious, distinctive shape.

status, distribution an d  habitat. R esident, locally com m on, subject 
to vertical movements. T he H im alayas from  N ain i T a l east th rough  N epal, 
Daijeeling, Sikkim, B hutan  an d  N E FA  to the  M ishm i H ills; also the  hills 
o f Assam, N agaland and  M an ipu r south to the  C hittagong  H ill T rac ts  
o f East Pakistan. A ltitudinal d istribu tion  in  sum m er n o t satisfactorily  
determ ined: Smythies (JBN H S 49: 514) records i t  as a  residen t above 
2400 m  in  central N epal while Stevens (JB N H S 29: 736) found i t  u p  to  
1800 m  in  sum m er in Sikkim ; its breeding  zone thus p robab ly  lies betw een 
1500 and  2500 m ; m ost o ther H im alayan  d a ta  a re  w in ter records. In  this 
season it is found mostly betw een 1200 an d  2200 m  an d  reaches th e  foothills 
in  Sikkim, B hutan and  NEFA , even en tering  a  short distance the  plains o f 
the B rahm aputra. In  Assam it appears to  breed  above 1800 m  a n d  u p  to 
the highest peaks, descending to  1200 m , rare ly  600 m  in  w in ter (Baker, 
JB N H S 8: 206 and  17: 788). In  M an ip u r i t  occurs above 1400 m  (H um e) 
and  on M t V ictoria betw een 1400 a n d  2600 m  (H einrich). Affects bushes 
in evergreen forest or m ixed deciduous a n d  evergreen secondary g row th ; 
also cultivations, pine and  bam boo.

Extralimital. W estern Burm a. T h e  species extends to Szechuan, K w angsi, 
V ietnam  and  the  M alay  Peninsula.

general habits. U sually  m et w ith  in  parties o f five to  fifteen ; a  reg u la r 
constituent o f the  large roving associations o f yuhinas, mesias, shrike- 
babblers, etc. Moves th rough  the  tops o f bushes a n d  trees m uch  like mesias. 
Pairs form  in April.

food. M ostly insects.
voice and  calls. C all-note, a  chick-like cheep o r cree-ciee. Song, a  th ree- 

noted  whistle, the  first lowest, the  second highest, the  th ird  betw een these 
two.

breeding. Season, M ay  an d  Ju n e . Nest, cup-shaped, m ade o f bam boo 
leaves, rootlets and  moss, tightly  held  together by  tendrils a n d  creeper 
stems; the exterior of the  nest is often com pletely covered w ith  moss; lin ing 
is usually of rootlets, sometimes ha ir. W ell h idden  in  bushes, w ith  a  p re 
ference for stream  banks, w ith in  a  couple o f m etres from  the  g round , 
generally under one m etre. Eggs, no rm ally  3 o r 4, deep blue, m arked  w ith  
a  few small black spots a t the larger end. A verage size o f 24 eggs, 18*4 X 
14*1 m m  (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters. For details of plumage see Baker, 
loc. cit.
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Y o u n g ,  like adult but upperparts paler. Tertials edged grey-buff. Underparts 
more buffish. Primary character of juvenal timaline wing absent. Postjuvenal 
moult partial. Postnuptial moult completed in October.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
cFcT 60-69 14-16 22-24 60-70 mm
9 9 60-67 14—16 22-24 65-68 mm

(once 26)
(BB, SA, Rand & Fleming, Heinrich, Stresemann)

Bill c? 17, 9 9 16-17 mm (BB)
Weight <?<* 17-20; 2 9 9 16, 17 g (SDR, GD, SA). 16 9 15-20 g (SA).
colours of bare parts. Iris greyish brown. Bill yellowish flesh, brownish 

on culmen for about one-quarter length at tip. Legs and feet brownish flesh; claws 
horny brown.

Genus Y u h i h a  Hodgson

Tukina Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 165. Type, by subsequent 
designation (Gray, 1841), Tuhina gularis Hodgson 

Ixulus Hodgson, 1844, in  J .  E. Gray, Zool. Misc., No. 3: 82.
Type, by monotypy, Tuhina? jlavicollis Hodgson 

E rpom is Hodgson, 1844, in Blyth, Joum . Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13: 379, 
footnote. Type, by original designation and monotypy,

E rpom is zantholeuca Blyth
Bill about two-thirds or as long as the head; upper mandible well curved at tip. 

An erectile crest. Tail rather short and square.

K ey to  th e Species
Page

A Upperparts yellowish green................  T . xantholeuca 108
B Tips of outer rectrices white............................................................T. castaniceps 97
C Upperparts olive-brown

1 Chin and lores black.................................................................... T. nigrimenta 107
2 Chin not black

a Outer webs of secondaries bright rufous.......................... T. gularis 104
b No rufous on wing

i A white occipital patch.......................................................Y* bakerx 100
ii A rufous occipital patch...............................................T . occipitalis 106

iii Throat whitish, crown chocolate-brown.................. T. jlavicollis 101

Yuhina castaniceps (Moore)

K ey to  th e Subspecies
A Crown grey

1 A rufous patch above posterior part of supercilium. .  • . If. c. rufigenis 98
2 No rufous patch above supercilium.......................... .. .T .  c. plumbeiceps 99

B Crown mostly chestnut-brown.....................- castaniceps 99
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1363. S ik k im  W h ite b ro w e d  Y u h in a . Tuhina castaniceps rufigenis (H um e)

Ixulus rufigenis Hume, 1877, Stray Feathers 5: 108 
(Himalayas =  Darjeeling)

Baker, FBI No. 332 (part), Vol. 1:311 
P la te  77, fig. 10, facin g  p. 112

local names. None recorded.
s iz e . Sparrow  —; length c. 13 cm  (5 in .).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . Above, head  crested, grey scalloped w ith  paler grey; 

ear-coverts rufous-brown; a  narrow  w hite supercilium . Back a n d  wings . 
grey-brown. T ail dark  brow n, rounded  w hen spread  a n d  show ing w hite 
tips of outer rectrices. Below, greyish white. Sexes alike.

T he only yuhina w ith w hite in  tail.
status, d is t r ib u t io n  an d  h a b it a t . R esident, fairly com m on. T h e  

H im alayan foothills from  D arjeeling an d  Sikkim east th rough  B hu tan  an d  
N EFA  to the Subansiri river (Stevens, JB N H S  23: 243), from  c. 600 to 
1500 m. Affects secondary forest w ith  shrubby  undergrow th .

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . Keeps in  parties o f as m any  as tw en ty  or th irty  birds, 
often in the m ixed itineran t associations, h u n tin g  feverishly am ong  the  
foliage of higher bushes or lower trees, an d  rap id ly  sw eeping on  to  the  nex t 
tree in disorderly ‘ follow-my-leader 5 fashion. M ovem ents rem iniscent o f 
tits, as they cling to the leaves an d  branches.

Display (?). ‘ H as a curious h ab it o f soaring 20 o r 30 feet in to  the  a ir  an d  
then sinking down w ith  outstretched wings to  the  lower bushes ’ (Baker).

f o o d . Chiefly insects; also seeds. Visits flowers o f various trees for nectar. 
Partia l to aphid-infested trees.

v o ic e  and  c a l l s . Flocks keep up  a  com paratively  loud cheeping  or 
tw ittering rendered  as chir-chit. . . chir-chit.

b r e e d in g . Season, A pril to  Ju ly , m ostly A pril a n d  M ay. Nest, a  com pact 
cup of very fine an d  soft shreds o f grass an d  som e silk-like vegetable m ateria l, 
surrounded by moss, dead  leaves, roots a n d  fibres. P laced  in  bee-eaters’ 
or kingfishers’ burrow s, or any  n a tu ra l hollow  in  steep banks, usually  in 
roadside cuttings. Eggs, 3 or 4, white, m arked  w ith  sm all, b row n o r reddish  
brow n blotches, m ore num erous a t the  large end. A verage size o f 100 eggs 
16*6 x  13-3 m m  (Baker). Incuba tion  by  b o th  sexes; period  c. 12 days.

M useum D iagnosis. Differs from plumbeiceps by the presence of a rufous patch 
above the posterior part of the supercilium.

measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

4 c?9  60-62 11-12 16-18 54-55 mm
(SA)

Weight 2 o V  12, 12 g (SA).
colours of bare parts. Iris reddish brown. Bill horny brown with a pinkish 

tinge. Legs and feet brownish yellow; claws homy brown.
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1364. M is h m i W h ite b ro w e d  Y u h in a . Yuhina castaniceps plumbeiceps
(Godwin-Austen)

Staphida plumbeiceps Godwin-Austen, 1877, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. 20: 519 
(near Sadya and Brahmakhend, Eastern Assam)
Staphida castaneiceps conjuncta Mayr, 1941, Ibis: 86 

(Chipwi-Laukkaung Road, Myitkyina district, Burma)
Baker, FBI No. 332 (part), Vol. 1:311

local names. None recorded.
s iz e . Sparrow  — ; length c. 13 cm  (5 in.).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . As in 1363, q .v .
sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . Resident. N EFA  from the Dikrang 

Valley (Godwin-Austen, SF 7: 144) east to the M ishmi Hills and  south 
to eastern N agaland; from  the foothills to 1500 m. Affects scrub and under
grow th in evergreen or light deciduous forest.

ExtralimitaL N orthern  B urm a and  western Y unnan. T he species extends 
to V ietnam , K w angtung and  Fukien; also Borneo. 

g e n e r a l  h a b it s , f o o d  and  v o ic e . As in 1363. 
b r e e d in g . As in 1363.
M useum D iagnosis. Differs from rufigenis by the absence of rufous patch above 

the posterior part of the supercilium where only a few scattered rufous feathers are 
found. Differs from castaniceps by the grey, not rufous crown. 

measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

C?1 58-62 11 16 53-57 mm
9 9 58-62 — — 50-57 mm

(SDR, Mayr)
Weight 2 11, 12 g (SDR).
colours of bare  pa rts. As in  1363.

1365. C h e s tn u t-h e a d e d  Y u h in a . Yuhina castaniceps castaniceps (Moore)

Ixulus castaniceps Moore, 1854, i/HHorsfield & Moore,
Cat. Bds. Mus. E.I. Co. 1:411 (Afghanistan, errore =  Cachar)

Baker, FBI No. 330, Vol. 1: 310 
local name. Daotisha-magini (Cachari). 
s iz e . Sparrow  —; length  £ .13  cm  (5 in.).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . A s in  1363, bu t crown rufous-brown scalloped with 

pale grey on forehead.
sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  an d  h a b it a t . Com m on resident. W estern N aga

land, M an ipu r and  the  hills o f Assam south to the Chittagong H ill Tracts 
o f East Pakistan, from  600 to 1500 m. Affects secondary scrub and evergreen 
forest.

ExtralimitaL C hin  Hills an d  A rakan Yomas. 
g e n e r a l  h a b it s , fo o d  and  v o ic e . As in  1363. 
b r e e d in g . As in 1363.
M useum D iagnosis. Differs from other races by its rufous crown. For details of 

plumage see Baker, loc. cit.
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Y o u n g ,  as adult but upperparts tinged brown. Edges of secondaries and coverts 
browner; occipital feathers not so long.

measurements. As in 1364.
colours o f  bare parts. Iris pale hazel. Bill light reddish homy, gape and base 

of both mandibles purplish. Legs and feet dull reddish or flesh colour.

1366. W h ite n a p e d  Y u h in a . Tuhina bakeri R othschild

Siva occipitalis Blyth, 1844, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13: 937 (Darjeeling)
Tuhina bakeri Rothschild, 1926, Novit. Zool. 33: 276.

New name for Siva occipitalis Blyth, 1844, preoccupied.
Tuhina occipitalis atrovinacea Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst.

Regional Exploration, No. 1: 8 (Laikul, Cachar)
Baker, FBI No. 344, Vol. 1: 321

local names. Temgyeng-pho, Turringing-pho (Lepcha).
s iz e . Sparrow  — ; length c. 13 cm  (5 in .).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . A  perky hair-b row n tit-like b ird  w ith  chestnu t 

_  head  an d  upstand ing  crest, conspicuous
blackish lores a n d  a  w hite  nape-patch .

Above, head , u p p er back  a n d  sides o f  neck 
rusty  b row n; crest erect, posteriorly  w hite ; 

m ear-coverts streaked w ith  w h ite ; lores b lack- 
' ish. R est o f upperparts  olive-brow n w ith

inconspicuous w hite shaft-streaks. Below, 
w  th ro a t w h ite ; b reast vinaceous w ith  fine d a rk

x c. 1 streaks; belly olivaceous; u n d e r tail-coverts
ferruginous. Sexes alike.

status, d is t r ib u t io n  an d  h a b it a t . C om m on resident, subject to  vertica l 
movements. F rom  eastern N epal1 (R ipley, JB N H S  49: 397, sole post- 
Hodgsonian record) east th rough  D arjeeling an d  Ja lp a ig u ri districts, Sikkim, 
B hutan and  N E FA  to the M ishm i H ills; N agaland , M an ip u r, Assam  in  the  
C achar and  K hasi hills, and  East Pakistan in  the  no rtheastern  h ighlands 
(winter). T here  are  no records for G arhw al no r for the  C h ittagong  H ill 
T racts as given in  FBI. A ltitud inal d istribution  n o t satisfactorily know n, 
especially in  sum m er. R ecorded in  w in ter from  the  foothills to  c. 2000 m . 
Gam m ie (apud H um e & O ates’s Nests and Eggs) found a  nest a t  ab o u t 
3000 feet (900 m ), this being the  only H im alayan  b reed ing  record . In  Assam, 
according to Baker (Nidification 1: 300) it is com m on betw een 900 an d  
1500 m  and  * although doubtless it often breeds m uch  h igher, I  never found 
its nest below 2500 fe e t9 (750 m ). Affects secondary ju n g le  a n d  evergreen 
forest.

ExtralimitaL N orthern  Burm a.

1 Rand & Fleming’s records of * Chestnut-headed Ixulus * in west-central Nepal (F ie ld ia n a  
41: 139) do belong to T.o. occipitalis Hodgson, not to T. bakeri as reported by Biswas, JBNHS 
59: 222 (confirmed by Rand, in epist.).

Biswas’s record for Khumbu 3960 m (JBNHS 59: 222) was reported as bakeri because of 
a nomenclatural confusion. It also pertains to T. o. occipitalis Hodgson (confirmed by Biswas, 
in epist.).
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g e n e r a l  h a b it s . Arboreal. In  the non-breeding season, keeps in parties, 
commonly in association w ith other small insectivorous species, moving 
abou t in  tree-tops and  bushes.

f o o d . M ainly  insects; also berries. 
v o ic e  and  c a l l s . A shrill chip and  a  soft chatter. 
b r e e d in g . Season, April to Ju ly , chiefly M ay and June . Nest, cup-shaped 

or dom ed according to the site selected: dom ed when unsheltered, a deep 
cup when built in a  hollow in a  bank, low down in bushes, against a  moss- 
covered trunk  or o ther well-protected position. Generally m ade of moss 
more or less mixed w ith dead leaves, roots and  bits of bracken, lined with 
fine rootlets. Com paratively open forest is chosen for the purpose, such as 
along paths, streams, clearings or forest edges. Eggs, norm ally 4, occasionally 
3, white, m arked w ith blotches varying from reddish brown to deep um ber- 
brow n, m ore num erous a t the large end. Average size of 60 eggs 19-3 x 
14-2 m m  (Baker). Building o f nest and  incubation by both sexes.

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters.
Y o u n g ,  like adult but mantle browner, underparts paler, streaks less sharply 

marked, ferruginous paler. Primary and tail characters of juvenal timalines present, 
i.e. $oft blunt first primary and narrow, pointed rectrices.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing * Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
r fd 1 62-71 12-16 20-22 50-53 mm
$ 9 65-72 11-13 20-23 46-50 mm

(SA, SDR)
Weight 4 &  9 14-21 g (SA).
colours of bare parts. Iris brown, yellowish brown or reddish brown. Bill 

dark brown. Legs, feet and claws brown; soles yellow.

Y u h in a  f l a v ic o l l is  Hodgson 

Key to the Subspecies
Page

A Nuchal collar narrow, yellowish rust colour......................T. f  albicollis 101
B Nuchal collar broader, more rufous

a Generally paler; sides of breast more olive...................... T .fl flavicollis 102
b Generally darker; sides of breast more rufous...................... T . f  rouxi 103

1367. W e s te rn  Y e llo w n a p e d  Y u h in a . Yuhina flavicollis albicollis
(T icehurst & W histler)

1xulus flavicollis albicollis Ticehurst & Whistler, 1924, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 44: 71
(Dharmsala, 4000 feet, Kangra)

Baker, FBI No. 345 (part), Vol. 1: 322 
local names. None recorded. 
s iz e . Sparrow ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . As in  1368 bu t nuchal collar less conspicuous and 

alm ost reduced to patches on the sides of neck.
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status, d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . Resident, subject to vertical m ove
ments, locally common. T he  western H im alayas from  G ham ba to  west 
central N epal; from c. 1700 to 3000 m  in  sum m er an d  from  1200 m  (occa
sionally lower) to a t least 2300 m  in  w inter. Affects oak forest and  
open jungle.

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and  VOICE. As in  1368.
b r e e d in g . As in  1368.
M useum D iagnosis. Like nominate flavicollis but nuchal collar narrower and 

much paler. Colour of back slightly less olive.
measurements and colours of bare parts. As in 1368.

1368, 1369. E a s te r n  Y e llo w n a p e d  Y u h in a . Tuhina flavicollis flavicollis
Hodgson

Yuhina? flavicollis Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 167 
(Nepal, restricted to central Nepal by Ripley, Synopsis: 408)
Yuhina flavicollis baileyi Baker, 1914, Bull. Brit. O m . Cl. 35: 17

(Tembang, Drang Valley, 7000 ft)1 ^
Baker, FBI No. 345 (part), Vol. 1: 322 

Plate 77, fig. 9, facing p. 112
local name. Srip-chong-pho (Lepcha).
s iz e . Sparrow ; length c. 13 cm  (5 in.).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . Above, crested head  chocolate-brow n, ear-coverts 

and  nape paler; a  w hite eye-ring, a  d a rk  brow n m ala r stripe a n d  a  rusty  
yellow nuchal collar. R est o f upperparts olive-brow n. Below , ch in  an d  
th roat white, the la tte r w ith  fine d a rk  streaks. C entre  o f b reast a n d  abdom en  
washed w ith yellow; flanks olivaceous w ith  a  few w hite streaks on  sides o f 
breast. V en t and  under tail-coverts buff. Sexes alike.

T he erectile crest, w hite eye-ring a n d  rusty  yellow nape  a re  conspicuous 
characters. M ay be confused w ith  occipitalis (1373), q.v.

sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  an d  h a b it a t . C om m on resident, subject to  vertical 
movements. F rom  cen tral N epal east th rough  n o rth ern  Bengal (D arjeeling 
and  Ja lpaigu ri districts), Sikkim, B hu tan  a n d  N E F A  to  the  A bor-M iri 
hills. In tergrades w ith  albicollis in  w est-central N epal a n d  w ith  rouxi in 
NEFA. From  1800 to 3000 m  in  sum m er a n d  from  th e  edge o f  th e  p lains 
to 2700 m  in w inter. Affects deciduous forest a n d  secondary jung le .

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . A rboreal; sim ilar to o ther yuhinas etc. K eeps in  sm all 
parties, associating w ith  tits, w arblers, nu thatches, sibias a n d  o th er sm all 
babblers. Frequents bushes an d  lower branches o f trees. A ctions very  t i t 
like. Sometimes also m akes vertical aerial sallies from  a  bush-top  after 
winged insects, doubling back to the  perch  after the  cap tu re. In  pairs d u ring  
the breeding season.

1 As already pointed out by Bailey, JBNHS 24: 75, the type locality is not in the Mishmi 
Hills as given by Baker (loc. cit.), Ripley (Synopsis: 408) and Deignan (Peters’s Check-list 
10:423). According to Bailey’s itinerary, Tembang is located between Tulang La and Dirang 
Dzong in western NEFA. In his manuscript, Whistler states that this race does not seem to be 
separable from typical flavicollis, while Ripley (JBNHS 58: 282) would include the Mishmi 
Hills population with rouxi of Assam and northern Burma. It thus appears unnecessary to 
retain a name for this intermediate population of a very variable species.



food. M ainly  insects and  their la rv ae ; also flower-nectar, berries (Rubus, 
Galium, Trema, etc.) and  small seeds (Michelia cathcarti and others). Stanford 
records small snails taken on the ground.

voice an d  calls. Flocks keep up a  continual m urm uring tw itter punc
tuated  by a  harsh  chi-chi-chiu (SA). Song rendered as twe-tyurwi-tyawi- tyawa 
(Lister). O th er notes described as a  m etallic tse-kling (Jones) and  a  querulous 
screech followed by a  pleasant warble.

breeding. Season, M ay and  June . Nest, either dom ed or cup-shaped, 
m ade m ostly o f moss w ith some rootlets and  thickly lined w ith the latter, 
sometimes w ith  wool. Suspended to some twigs or am ong the moss of a 
b ranch  a t heights up  to two, rarely four metres, or in a  bank am ong roots 
or tufts o f grass. Eggs, 3 or 4 sim ilar to those of T. bakeri. Average size of 28 

19*8 X 14*2 m m  (Baker). Building o f nest and  incubation by both 
paren ts; period 13 or 14 days.

M useum D iagnosis. For details o f plumage see Baker, loc. cit. For distinction from 
albicollis and rouxi see 1367 and 1370 respectively. Young very similar to adult.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
cfc? 58-66 13-17 19-22 45-53 mm
9 9 58-66 12-15 19-22 45-54 mm

(SA, BB, Kinnear)
Weight 2 d V  16, 18; 3 9 9 14-16; 30 9 13-22 g (SA).
colours of bare parts. Iris brown. Bill: upper mandible dark brown, lower 

light brown. Legs and feet yellowish brown or yellowish flesh.

1370. A s s a m  Y e llo w n a p e d  Y u h in a . Tuhina Jiavicollis rouxi (Oustalet)

Ixulus rouxi Oustalet, 1896, Bull. Mus. d’Hist. Nat. Paris 2: 184, 186 
(Ly-Sien-Kiang or Black River, Yunnan)

Ixulus Jiavicollis harterti Harington, 1913, Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl. 33: 62
(Sinlum, Bhamo)

Baker, FBI No. 346 and 347, Vol. 1: 323
local names. None recorded.
size. Sparrow ; length £.13 cm (5 in.).
field characters. As in  1368, q.v. #
status, distribution and  habitat. Com m on resident, subject to vertical 

movements. N E FA  in the M ishm i Hills, south through N agaland, M anipur, 
the hills o f Assam an d  the C hittagong H ill T racts of East Pakistan. Breeding 
zone in N E FA  probably  as in 1368; in  w inter, from the edge o f the plains 
to 2600 m . O n  M t V ictoria, breeds mostly between 2000 and  2600 m  while 
in Assam it breeds down to c. 1000 m. Affects broad-leaved forest. 

general habits, food and  voice. As in 1368. 
breeding. As in 1368.
M useum D iagnosis. Somewhat more richly coloured than Jiavicollis (1368), 

particularly in the colour of the nuchal collar and of the back; yellow wash of 
underparts slightly richer; crown darker; lower flanks and thighs more suffused 
with olive-brown.
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Note. The yellow of underparts fades rapidly in museum specimens while the 
upperparts tend to become darker.

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1368.
Weight 2 rf* 15, 19; 1 9 16 g (SDR).

Yuhina gularis H odgson 

Key to the Subspecies

Paler...........................................................2. g. vivax
Darker....................................................... T. g* gtilaris

1371. W e s te rn  S t r ip e th r o a te d  Y u h in a . Yuhina gularis vivax Koelz

Yuhina gularis vivax Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration,
No. 1: 8 (above Luni, Tehri, United Provinces, 10,000 feet)

Not in Baker, FBI

local names. None recorded.
size. Sparrow ; length c. 14 cm  (5£ in.).
field characters. As in 1372, q.v.
status, distribution and  habitat. A pparen tly  uncom m on. R ecorded 

only from  G arhw al, 2250 m  (O sm aston, JB N H S  28: 143), from  T eh ri 
G arhw al, 3000 m  (Koelz, loc. cit.) and  M ussooree 1800 m  (R an d  & Flem - 
lngj Fieldiana 41: 139). A ltitudinal d istribution  an d  h a b ita t p robab ly  as in 
1372.

general habits, food and  voice. As in  1372. 
breeding. U nrecorded, probably  as in  1372.
M useum D iagnosis. Differs from gularis (1372) by being paler generally, 

especially on throat and breast.
MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1372.

1372. E a s te r n  S t r ip e th r o a te d  Y u h in a . Yuhina gularis gularis H odgson 
*

Yuhina gularis Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 166 (Nepal)
Yuhinayangpiensis Sharpe, 1902, Bull. Brit. Om . Cl. 13: 12 

(Yang-pi, Tali-fu road, Yunnan)
Yuhina gularis griseotincta Rothschild, 1921, Novit. Zool. 28: 42 

(Shweli-Salwin Divide, Yunnan)
Baker, FBI No. 339 and 340, Vol. 1: 317, 318 

Plate 77, fig. 4, facing p . 112

local name. Fugi-pho (Lepcha).
size. Sparrow ; length c. 14 cm  (5£ in .).
FIELD characters. A  p lum p active little  brow n b ird  w ith  a  w ell-m arked 

erectile crest, striped th roat, an d  orange-fulvous longitud inal b a r on blackish 
wing. Crest brow n; rest o f upperparts olive-brown. Below, th ro a t streaked
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w ith dark  brown. Breast vinaceous brow n; rest of underparts tawny olive- 
brow n. Sexes alike.

sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . Common resident, subject to vertical 
movements. From  western N epal east through Daijeeling, Jalpaiguri district 
(w inter only), Sikkim, Bhutan and  N EFA  to the M ishmi Hills, then south 
through N agaland, M an ipu r and  the Chin Hills of Burma. There are no 
records from Assam west of N agaland and  M anipur. O ccurrence in the 
C hittagong H ill T racts {fide Rashid, 1967) needs confirming. Found in 
sum m er betw een 2400 and  3600 m , optim um  zone 2700-3300 m, and  in 
w inter mostly betw een 1800 and  3000 m , rarely descending to the foothills 
(Jalpaiguri duars). Affects forest of oak, birch, rhododendron or mixed 
conifers and  rhododendron, occasionally low scrub or bamboo.

Extralimital. Extends to western and  northern  Burm a, and  southwestern 
Szechuan; also northern  V ietnam .

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . Arboreal. Usually found in small parties, by themselves 
. or m ixed w ith  other small babblers, working through the higher bushes or 

lower branches of trees, sometimes in  low scrub or bamboo. Movements 
som ewhat tit-like b u t slower.

f o o d . Insects (beetles, wasps, e tc .); also berries, flower-nectar, and 
seeds {Primus, Magnolia). R egularly  visits rhododendron blossoms for nectar, 
the forehead feathers of the birds becom ing thickly coated w ith pollen and 
often giving them  a  startlingly new look !

v o ic e  an d  c a l l s . A quiet, rustling shr . . . shr . . . continually uttered 
an d  a  curious an d  characteristic, long-draw n-out kweeeee (Proud). A note 
described as c a  ra th e r m ournful tinkling call ’ probably refers to the same. 
A  call-note regularly  u ttered  is rendered as z&i z&i (Diesselhorst). Alarm , 
a  sharp cheep.

b r e e d in g . L ittle known. Season, apparently  M ay and  June . Nest and  
eggs no t well au thenticated . O ne nest is described as a  cradle of roots well 
in terlaced, lined w ith  finer roots, and  a ttached  to the pendent roots of plants 
sticking th rough  an  overhanging bank. T he  four eggs were dingy grey- 
green, speckled w ith dark  reddish brow n form ing a  ring or cap a t the large 
end, ra th e r like those o f T. nigrimenta (1374). Size, between 17 x  12*3 and 
17-5 X 12*8 m m  (Baker). O ther nests are described by Hodgson as large, 
globular structures of moss placed in a  fork o f a  branch or between ledges 
o f rocks.

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters; for details of plumage Baker, loc. cit.
Y o u n g ,  as adult but rather darker rufous-brown above, especially on upper 

tail-coverts. Crest shorter. Primary and tail characters not present.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

<?<? 70-79 17-19 21-25 56-63 mm
9 $ 68-79 16-18 21-23 53-58 mm

(BB, SA)
Weight 14 <?(? 19-24; 4 9 9 18-22 g (GD, SDR, SA).
colours of bare parts. Iris clay- or reddish brown. Bill: upper mandible dark 

brown, lower basally brownish yellow, distally dark brown. Legs and feet yellow, 
brownish yellow or orange-brown; claws dark brown.
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1373. S la ty h e a d e d  or R u fo u sv e n te d  Y u h in a . Yuhina occipitalis occipitalis
Hodgson

Yuhina occipitalis Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 166 (Nepal)
Baker, FBI No. 342, VcL 1: 319 
Plate 78, fig. 2, facing p. 128

l o c a l  name. Turringing-pho (Lepcha).
s iz e . Sparrow ; length c. 13 cm  (5 in.).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . Above, head, ear-coverts an d  neck grey; the erectile

crest grey in  front, b righ t rufous posteriorly. 
A conspicuous pale eye-ring an d  a  black 
m alar stripe. Below, th ro a t and  breast vina- 

^  ceous; belly an d  under tail-coverts pale

T he  som ew hat sim ilar Y. flavicollis (1368) 
m̂ r  has a  brow n crest an d  a  rusty  yellow neck,

x  c. 1 sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  an d  h a b it a t . Com 
m on resident. F rom  w est-central N epal 

(R and & Fleming, Fieldiana 41: 139; see footnote p. 100) east th rough  
Daijeeling, Sikkim, B hutan and  N E FA ; from  2400 to 3900 m  in sum m er 
and  between 1500 and  a t least 2700 m  in  w inter. Affects evergreen forest, 
especially rhododendron and  oak.

ExtralimitaL Southeastern T ibet. T he  species extends to no rthern  B urm a 
and northwestern Y unnan.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . In  the non-breeding season keeps in  parties u p  to 
fifteen individuals in  com pany w ith tits, N epal Babblers, Bluewinged Sivas, 
and  other small babblers. H unts in the  high foliage, on moss-covered trunks 
and branches, and  in bushes; seems to  keep m ore to  the canopy th an  Y. 
gularis w ith which it often associates.

f o o d . M ostly insects in sum m er. V ery p artia l to rhododendron  blos
soms, probing into the flowers in  quest o f nectar and  p robably  also insects. 
Berries are also taken in  winter.

v o ic e  and  c a l l s . A deep churring  conversational no te; a  harsh , g ra t
ing series of alarm -notes; 4 a  gay little song \

b r e e d in g . Season, April to Ju n e . T he  only nest know n is described as a  
cup of moss and  leaves, bu ilt in to  a  large lum p o f moss w hich form ed a 
dome over the nest. I t  was in the fork o f a  sm all tree abou t three feet (90 cm) 
from the ground, and  well masked since sim ilar large lum ps o f moss were 
found on practically every bush and  tree in  this dam p area. I t  was lined 
w ith fine roots and  contained two young, sparsely covered w ith  long black 
down (Proud).

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters.
Y o u n g ,  like adult but crest shorter; rufous of nape paler; vinaceous of breast 

less marked.
measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

62-66 15-17 18-19 51-53 mm
(Rand & Fleming, Mayr, Stresemann, SA)
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Weight 3 12-16; 2 9 9 12, 12 g (GD, SA).
colours of bare parts. Iris brown. Bill pinkish or reddish brown. Legs and 

feet yellow-brown to orange-brown.

1374. B la c k c h in n e d  Y u h in a . Tuhina nigrimenta nigrimenta Hodgson

Yuhina nigrimenta Hodgson, 1845, in Blyth, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 14: 562
(Nepal)

Yuhina nigrimentum titania Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional 
Exploration, No. 1: 9 (Karong, Manipur)

Baker, FBI No. 343, Vol. 1: 320 
P late  78, fig. 4, facing p. 128

local name. Turringing-pho (Lepcha).
size. Sparrow  —; length c. 11 cm  (4J in.).
field Characters. A  small yuhina w ith erectile black crest, black lores 

and  chin and  black-and-red bill. Above, crest black w ith scale-like grey 
edgings. Lores black. N ape and  sides of head grey. Rest of upperparts 
olive-brown. Below, chin black; th roat white. Rest of underparts pale fulvous.
Sexes alike.

status, distribution and  habitat. Resident, uncom m on to rare  west 
of Sikkim; com m on eastw ard. T he H im alayan foothills from Garhwal 
(H um e collection) and  K um aon (W hym per, JB N H S 14: 607) east through 
the  N epal duns (Biswas, JB N H S 59: 224; Flem ing & Traylor, Fieldiana * 
53: 176), Darjeeling, Sikkim, B hutan and  N EFA ; N agaland, M anipur, 
the  hills o f Assam (rare in the K hasi Hills), and  the Chittagong H ill T racts 
o f East Pakistan. F rom  c. 300 to 1800 m ; these altitudes are  winter records; 
breeding zone w ithin these extremes no t satisfactorily determ ined in the 
H im alayas. In  Assam the breeding zone is 1000 to 1800 m  (Baker). Affects 
evergreen forest and  secondary jungle, particularly  in overgrown cultivation 
clearings.

ExtralimitaL T he  species extends to southern Szechuan and  northern 
V ie tnam ; also Fukien.

general habits. V ery gregarious, active, restless and  noisy; usually 
seen in  flocks o f 15 to 20 or in  m ixed parties w ith other c tinies *, busily 
hun ting  in  the canopy of lofty trees as well as in low shrubs, clinging sideways 
or upside-down to the sprigs to peer under the leaves for insects. Sometimes 
in the  tall grass w hich grows under trees.

food. Chiefly insects; also berries, seeds and flower-nectar.
voice an d  calls. Birds o f a  p a rty  keep up a  lively chorus o f low cheeping 

tw itters occasionally breaking ou t in to  louder, shriller calls.
breeding. Season, M arch  to Ju ly . Nest, a  com pact cup o f moss and moss 

roots lined w ith  very fine grass stems or rootlets. I t  is either suspended in  the 
lichen hanging from  branches o f trees within a  couple o f metres from the 
ground, or fastened to the exposed, hanging roots on banks from which earth 
has fallen away. Eggs, norm ally 4, either a  pale sea-green profusely spotted 
all over w ith very pale brow n, small blotches form ing fairly well-defined 
broad rings a t the large end, or a  pale clay or clay-green w ith the spots 
num erous bu t smaller. Average size o f 12 eggs 16-2 X 12*3 m m  (Baker).
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M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters.
Y o u n g ,  like adult but upperparts, edges of wing and tail browner. Crest shorter, 

pale edges to the feathers less clear. Primary and tail characters present; postjuvenal 
moult complete.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
j i j i  52-59 13-14 16-18 38-39 mm
9 9 53-59 13-14 c. 16 36-39 mm

(BB, SA, Kinnear)
Weight 4 9-10; 2 9 9 8, 9 g (SDR, SA). 3 cf 9 10-11 g (SA).
colours OF BARE parts. Iris hazel-brown. Bill: upper mandible homy brown 

to black, lower and gape orange-red, coral-red or pink with brownish tip; mouth 
bright orange-red. Legs and feet yellowish brown or orange-flesh; claws pale homy 
brown.

1375. W h ite b e llie d  Y u h in a . Yuhina xantholeuca xantholeuca (Hodgson)

Erp,{omis\ zontholeuca [xtr] Hodgson in Blyth, 1844, Jour. Asiat. Soc.
Bengal 13: 380 (central region of Nepal)

Baker, FBI No. 350, Vol. 1: 325 
P la te  78, fig. 10, fac in g  p. 128

local name. Dung-pu-pho (Lepcha).
size. Sparrow  — ; length  c. 11 cm  (4 in .).
field characters. Above, en tirely  olive-green, edges o f ta il yellow ;

___  head  tufted . Below, a n d  ear-coverts greyish w h ite ;
u n d er tail-coverts yellow. Sexes alike.

status, distribution a n d  habitat. R esident, 
locally com m on, subject to  vertical o r e rra tic  
m ovem ents. F rom  extrem e w estern N epal 
(Flem ing & T ray lo r, Fieldiana 53: 176), east 

x  e. 1 th rough  Sikkim, B hu tan  a n d  N E F A ; N agaland ,
M an ipu r, the  hills o f Assam  (scarce or rare) an d  

the C hittagong H ill T rac ts o f East Pakistan. B reeding zone n o t satisfactorily 
determ ined. A ppears to have a  w ide a ltitu d in a l range, b o th  sum m er an d  
w inter, rem arkably  so in  the  la tte r season. Biswas found it in  the  duns a t  c. 
600 m  in  M ay w hich is the  b reeding  season, w hile F lem ing recorded  it a t 
2250 m  and  900 m  in  w inter. A ccording to P roud  it  is m ost com m on around  
1500 m  in  au tum n  an d  w inter. In  Sikkim it is found below  1000 m  fide Stevens 
while Sdlim Ah noted it from  360 to 2250 m  in  w inter. F a rth e r  east it  is said 
to be com m on in  the  duars an d  to  extend well in to  the  plains o f no rth  
L akhim pur in w inter (Stevens) an d  up  to 2600 m  in  n o rthern  B urm a in  the 
same season. In  Assam it is found from  the foothills to 900 m , b reeding  
mostly betw een 300 an d  600 m , once only as high as 1200 m  (Baker). Affects 
rhododendron trees, secondary grow th an d  evergreen forest, especially in 
open spaces such as glades, stream  sides or forest edges, a n d  light deciduous 
forest.
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Extralimital. Extends to Burm a and  western T hailand. The species 
ranges north  to northw estern Y unnan, east to Fukien, K w angtung and 
V ietnam , south through the M alay Peninsula to Sum atra and Borneo.

general habits. Seems to be less gregarious than  other yuhinas; often 
found solitary, in  pairs or in  small parties by themselves although they also 
consort w ith tits, m inlas and  other small babblers, the flocks c flowing 9 
rapidly  from  tree to tree. Frequents mostly the lower canopy and higher 
bushes, clinging to sprigs and searching the foliage like a  tit. Its sprightly 
and restless disposition rem inds one also of Phylloscopus or Zosiewps.

food. M ostly insects and  their larvae, particularly  small caterpillars; 
also berries and  flower-nectar.

voice and  calls. U nrecorded; a  very silent species. 
breeding. Season, from the end of M arch through April and  Mav. 

Nest, a  little cup o f fine fibres, moss and  rootlets, lined w ith fine, dark- 
coloured leaf-stems. Suspended between two horizontal twigs from about 
ha lf a  m etre to 2 m  above the ground, usually around one m etre. Banks of 
stream s, glades and  forest edges are  favourite nesting-sites. Eggs, 2 or 3, 
white, thinly m arked w ith speckles and  small blotches of pale pinkish red, 
sometimes form ing an  ill-defined ring a t the  large end. Average size of 20 
eggs 16*7 X 12*7 m m  (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters.
Y o u n g ,  a dull edition of the adult; upperparts with a brownish cast. Primary 

and tail characters present; postjuvenal moult complete. 
measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

cfcf 66-72 14-15 16-19 44-49 mm
9 9 60-66 14-15 16-18 42-47 mm

(HW, SA, Heinrich)
Weight 4 c?c? 12-17; 2 9 9 11, 12 g (GD, SDR). 2 oo? 8, 11 g (SA). 
colours of bare parts. Iris brown. Bill: upper mandible brown, lower whitish 

grey. Legs and feet whitish grey.

Genus A l c i p p e  Blyth

Alcippe Blyth, 1844, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13: 370, 384. Type, by monotypy, 
T . poioicephala Jerdon

Proparus Blyth, 1844, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13: 938. Type, by original desig
nation, P r. vinipectus, nec Proparus Hodgson, 1841 ( =  M in la)

Schoeniparus Hume, 1874, Stray Feathers 2: 449. Type, by subsequent designation 
(Sharpe, 1883, Cat. Birds Brit. Mus. 7: 606), M in la  rufogularis Mandelli 

Fulvetta David & Oustalet, 1877, Ois. Chine, text: 220. Type, by subsequent 
designation (Sharpe, 1883), Siva cinereiceps Verreaux

Lioparus Oates, 1889, Fauna Brit. Ind., Bds. 1: 174. Type, by original designation, 
Proparus? chrysaeus =  chrysotis Blyth

Pseudominla Oates, 1894, Ibis: 480; new name for Sittiparus Oates. Type, by 
original designation, M in la  cinerea Blyth

Alcippornis Oberholser, 1922, Smith. Misc. Coll. 74: 1. New name for Alcippe 
Blyth (based on type, Alcippe cinerea Blyth nec Eyton)

Cf. Riley, J . H., 1933, Auk  50: 363-4 (use of Alcippe and genotype).
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Bill stout, slightly curved. Nostrils covered by a membrane. Rictal bristles well 
developed in most species. Wing short and rounded.

K ey to  th e Species
Page

A A well-marked supercilium
1 A yellow supercilium.................................... .......................... A . cinerea 112
2 A black supercilium, no white........................................... A . nipalensis 125
3 A white supercilium

a A chestnut band across throat........................................ A . rufogularis 119
b Throat streaked with brown...........................................A . vinipectus 114
c Not as a or b

i A black shoulder-patch.................................................A . castaneceps 113
ii No black shoulder-patch....................................................A . brunnea 121

B No supercilium
4 Underparts yellow....................................................................A . chrysotis 110
5 Underparts not yellow

d Wing edged with contrasting pale grey
iii Nape unstreaked............................................................A . cinereiceps 117
iv Nape with dark streaks............................... ................ A . striaticollis 118

e Wing without contrasting outer edge...........................A . poioicephala 122

Alcippe chrysotis (Blyth)

K ey to th e Su bsp ecies
A white streak through crown................................... A . c. albilineata
No streak through crown........................................... A . c. chrysotis

1376. H im a layan  G oldenbreasted  T it-B ab b ler. Alcippe chrysotis
chrysotis (Blyth)

Pr.(oparus) chrysotis Blyth, 1844, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13: 938
(Himalaya =  Nepal)

Baker, FBI No. 309 (part), Vol. 1: 293 
P la te  77, fig. 5, facin g  p. 112

local name. Prong-samyer-pho (Lepcha).
size. Sparrow  — ; length c. 11 cm  (4J in .).
field characters. Above, crow n blackish; ear-coverts pale  silver-grey. 

Back olive. W ing blackish w ith  orange-yellow  o u ter edge a n d  a n  orange 
longitudinal p a tch ; inner edge w hite; secondaries tipped  w ith  w hite. T a il 
brown, the basal tw o-thirds edged w ith  orange-yellow . Below , th ro a t grey 
w ith silvery tips. Rest o f underparts yellow. Sexes alike.

status, distribution and  habitat. A  ra th e r  scarce resident, sub ject to 
some vertical movem ents. T he  H im alayas from  eastern  N epal (Stevens, 
JB N H S 29: 734) east th rough  D aijeeling, Sikkim , B hu tan  an d  N E F A ; 
from  c. 2400 to  3000 m  in  sum m er a n d  betw een 2000 an d  a t least 2600 m  
in, w inter. Affects dense grow th • on steep hillsides, particu larly  bam boo  
jungle.

Extralimital. T h e  species extends to  n o rthern  Burm a, southw estern 
Szechuan and  no rthern  V ietnam .
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general habits. A confiding species m et with in large parties of up to 
fifty birds in the non-breeding season, sometimes associated with parrotbills 
(P a ra d o x o m is  n ipalensis) or other small babblers. Forages low down in thickets 
* flowing ’ on from bush to bush. M ovements very tit-like; often seen hanging 
upside-down on a  sprig peering under the leaves for insects.

food. Insects, small berries and seeds.
voice and  calls. U tters a continual low tw itter as it flits from twig 

to twig. N ot intelligibly described.
breeding. N ot recorded since Hodgson. Season, M ay and June. N e s t,  

egg-shaped, fixed w ith its longest d iam eter perpendicular to the ground in 
a  bam boo clum p, between the small lateral shoots, a  few feet from the 
ground ; entrance on the side. M ade of bam boo leaves and broad blades of 
grass, lined w ith  a  little grass and  rootlets. E g g s , 3 o r 4, pinkish white, 
th in ly  speckled and  spotted w ith brownish red, tending to form a  cap or 
zone a t the  large end. M easurem ents, c. 12*7 x  17-7 mm (Hodgson in  
H um e & O ates’s N e s ts  a n d  E g g s , Vol. 1: 120).

M useum D iagnosis. Differs from albilineata in lacking the white coronal stripe. 
For details of plumage, see Baker loc. cit.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
cfcf 52-54 I
9 9 50-55 J  10 20-22 46-49 111111

(Kinnear, SA)
Weight 1 &  5*5 g (SA).
colours of bare parts. As in 1377.

1377. A ssam  G oldenbreasted Tit-Babbler* A lc ip p e  chrysotis a lb ilin ea ta
(Koelz)

Lioparus chrysotis albilineatus Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst.
Regional Exploration, No. 1: 7 [Karong (Sungtun), Manipur]

Baker, FBI No. 309 (part), Vol. 1: 293
local names. None recorded.
size. Sparrow  —; length c. f l  cm  ( 4 | in.).
field characters. Like 1376 bu t w ith a  white coronal stripe from 

forehead to nape.
status, distribution and  habitat. Scarce resident. Assam in  the Cachar 

Hills, N agaland an d  M anipur, from 1800 to 2700 m. Same biotope as 1376.
general habits, food and  voice. As in 1376.
breeding. U nrecorded; probably  as in 1376.
M useum D iagnosis. Differs from chrysotis (1376) in having a conspicuous white 

coronal stripe and a richer colour overall.
MEASUREMENTS

10 c? 9 Wing 49-55 mm (Koelz)
colours of bare parts. Iris hazel. Bill: upper mandible yellow on distal half, 

orange on basal half, bluish on the commissure; lower mandible blue, paler at tip. 
Legs and feet purple-flesh; soles tinged yellow (Koelz).
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1378. Dusky G reen or Y ellow th roated  T it-B ab b ler. Alcippe cinerea
(Blyth)

Minla cinerea Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 449 (Darjeeling)
Alcippe delacouri Yen, 1936, L’Oiseau 6 : 449. New name for 

Minla cinerea Blyth, not preoccupied 
Baker, FBI No. 301, Vol. 1: 287

• local name. Dao-pere kashiba (Cachan).
size. Sparrow  —; length c. 10 cm  (4 in .).
field characters. Above, crow n an d  nape  yellowish green, the  feathers

edged w ith  b lack; a  black stripe on  sides o f 
crow n, a  conspicuous yellow supercilium  from

■ J B I I l o r e s  to nape  an d  an o th e r b lack  stripe from  lores
th rough  eye. R est o f upperparts  greyish olive. 
Below, yellow, olivaceous on sides a n d  low er 

✓  belly. Sexes alike.
x c. 1 status, distribution an d  habitat. R esiden t,

locally d istributed . T h e  H im alayan  foothills 
from central N epal (Proud, JB N H S  48: 700) east th rough  D arjeeling, 
Sikkim, B hutan and  N E FA ; Assam (rare) in  the  K hasi a n d  C ach a r hills, 
N agaland, M anipur, and  the C h ittagong  H ill T rac ts  o f E ast P ak istan ; 
from  c. 1000 to 2100 m  a t  a ll seasons. Affects deep evergreen forest, 
m ainly in glades or breaks such as m ade by stream s, ju n g le  tracks, e tc .; 
also bam boo clum ps an d  cut-over scrub.

Extralimital. Extends east to n o rth ern  Laos.
general habits. U sually  found in  large flocks in  the  roving  associations 

o f small babblers, da rtin g  in  a n d  ou t o f the  underg row th  a n d  bustling  to 
and  fro in  incessant m ovem ent.

food. U nrecorded. Doubtless as in o ther tit-babblers.
voice and  calls. A low chip-chip (Stanford) an d  a  soft tw itte ring  w hile 

feeding.
breeding. Season, A pril to  Ju ly , chiefly M ay  a n d  Ju n e . N est a  deep 

cup, sometimes dom ed o r sem i-dom ed, m ade o f bam boo  leaves a n d  fern 
fronds, and  lined w ith  fine shreds o f grass o r rootlets, the  m ateria ls b lend ing  
well w ith the  surroundings. M ost nests a re  p laced  on  the  g round , some 
betw een boulders, others low dow n in  bam boo clum ps. Eggsy no rm ally  4, 
uncom m only 3, pale bu ff to w arm  buff, w ith  redd ish  b row n  stipplings, 
coalescing to form  a  well-defined ring  a ro u n d  the  large end. A verage size 
o f 60 eggs 18-3 x  14-3 m m  (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

51"58 11-13 20-23 38-44 mm
. (Baker, SA)

Weight 2 9 9 11, 11 g (SA).
colours OF BARE parts. Iris brown (SA) or pink. Bill: upper mandible blackish, 

lower bone-colour. Legs, feet and claws dull yellow (Stanford).
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PLATE 77
1 Stachyris c, chrysaea, Goldenheaded Babbler (1212). 2 Afyzomispyrrhoura, Firetailed Myzornis (1338). 
3 Pteruthius m. melanolis, Chestnut-throated Shrike-Babbler (1345). 4 Tuhtna g. gularis, Stripethroated 
Yuhina (1372). 5 Alcippe c. chrysotis, Himalayan Goldenbreasted Tit-Babbler (1376). 6 Stachyris n. 
nigriceps, Blackthroated Babbler (1214). 7 Stachyris r. arnbigua, Redfronted Babbler (1209). 8 Alcippe n. 
nipalensis, Nepal Quaker Babbler (1392). 9 Yuhina f  Jlavicollis, Yellownaped Yuhina (1368). 10 Yuhina 
c. rufigenisy Whitebrowed Yuhina (1363). 11 Alcippe c. castanecepSy Chestnut-headed Tit-Babbler (1379). 
12 Alcippe v. chumbiensisy Whitebrowed Tit-Babbler (1382).



1379. Chestnut-headed Tit-Babbler. Alcippe castaneceps castaneceps
(Hodgson)

Minla Castaneceps Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Rev. 2 (1): 33 (Nepal, restricted 
to Chandragiri Pass, central Nepal, by Ripley, 1950, JBNHS 49: 397)

Minla brunneicauda Sharpe, 1883, Cat. Bds. Brit. Mus. 7: 609 (Shillong)1 
Pseudominla castaneiceps garoensis Koelz, 1951, Join*. Zool. Soc. India 3: 29

(Tura Mt, Garo Hills)*
Alcippe castaneiceps wagstaffei Wynne, 1954, North Western Naturalist, Key-List of 

Palaearc. and Oriental Pass. Bds., pt. 3: 397. New name for 
A. brunneicauda Sharpe, preoccupied 

Baker, FBI No. 302 and 303, Vol. 1: 288-9 
P late 77, fig. 11, facing p. 112

local names. None recorded.
s iz e . Sparrow —; length £.10 cm (4 in.).
field characters. Above, crown chestnut streaked with white on fore

head and w ith rufous on crown and nape. A broad white supercilium; a 
blackish post-ocular stripe; ear-coverts mostly white; a  narrow  dark m alar 
stripe. W ing with a noticeable black shoulder-patch behind which a  rufous 
patch, and  pale outer edge. Rest of upperparts olive. Below, whitish with 
olive-rufous sides.

status, distribution and  habitat. Common resident, subject to vertical 
movements. T he H im alayas from central Nepal east through Daijeeling, 
Sikkim, B hutan and N EFA ; the hills of Assam, Nagaland, M anipur, and 
the C hittagong H ill T racts of East Pakistan. Breeds between 1500 and 3000 m, 
mostly above 1800 m. Noted in w inter between 700 and 2400 m. Breeds 
somewhat lower in Assam where recorded in winter as low as 300 m. Affects 
heavy evergreen undergrow th a t edge of forest and  on abandoned clearings.

ExtralimitaL Extends to central Tenasserim and northwestern Thailand. 
T he species ranges east to V ietnam  and south through the M alay Peninsula.

general habits. In  the non-breeding season keeps in large flocks, by 
themselves or m ixed w ith minlas, yuhinas, tits, leaf warblers, etc., the 
composition o f flocks varying according to altitude and  season. Behaves 
m uch like the smaller parrotbills, hunting feverishly in the foliage of dense 
bushes and  undergrow th, the flocks * flowing 5 from tree to tree. Frequently 
climbs up  vertical trunks, clinging to the bark or moss, searching crannies 
and crevices.

food. Insects and, on occasion, tree sap.
voice and  calls. A  distinctive call of three notes tu-twee-twee in crescendo 

(Smythies). A tit-like cheep and  a  rather distinctive churring purr which can 
be very soft or loud and  harsh.

breeding. Season, April to Ju ly , chiefly M ay and June . Nest, usually 
domed, sometimes a deep cup; m ade mostly of green moss with some bamboo 
leaves, and  lined with fine grass or rootlets. Placed in  a tangle of creepers 
climbing up trees or bushes within three metres or so from the ground, 
am ong the moss covering tree-trunks or on a sloping moss- and fern-covered

*»1 In view of Biswas’s remarks (JBNHS 59 (1): 225) and a subsequent re-examination, 
we would admit the validity of brunneicauda (Khasi Hills) on the basis of paler head colour. 
Garoensis and wagstaffei, however, seem to us synonymous with nominate castaneceps.
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bank, snugly hidden in clumps o f ferns or orchids. Eggs 4, occasionally 3, 
chalky white, m arked with blotches o f inky black, form ing a  w ell-m arked 
ring around  the large end, w ith secondary m arkings o f pale inky lavender. 
Average size of 28 eggs 17-7 X 13-4 m m  (Baker). Incubation  by  bo th  
sexes; period undeterm ined.

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters. Young like adult.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

56-61 12-13 20-21 41-46 mm
9 9 50-56 10-13 20-21 40-46 mm

(BB, Rand & Fleming, SA)
Weight 19 cf1 9 8-12 (av. 11) g — SDR, SA.
colours of bare parts. Iris brown. Bill horny brown, yellowish at base o f 

lower mandible. Legs, feet and claws olive-brown; soles yellow.

Alcippe  vinipectus (Hodgson)

K ey to th e Subspecies
Page

A Throat white
1 Head brighter, ear-coverts darker...................................A . v. kangrae 114
2 Head duller, ear-coverts p a le r....................................... A . v. vinipectus 115

B Throat streaked
3 Coronal stripes dark brow n........................................... A . v . chumbiensis 116
4 Coronal stripes reddish brown............................................. .A .  v. austeni 116

1380. W estern  W hitebrow ed T it-B ab b ler. Alcippe vinipectus kangrae
(T icehurst & W histler)

Fulvetta vinipecta kangrae Ticehurst & Whistler, 1924, Bull. Brit. Om . Cl.
44: 71 (Palumpur, 6000 ft, Kangra)

Baker, FBI No. 304 (part), Vol. 1: 290
local names. None recorded.
size. Sparrow  —; length  c. 11 cm  (4£ in .).
FIELD characters. As in 1381, q.v.
status, distribution and  habitat. R esident, locally com m on, subject 

to vertical movements. T h e  w estern H im alayas from  D harm sala  to  G arhw al; 
from c. 2700 to over 3300 m  in  sum m er a n d  betw een 1500 a n d  a t  least 
2700 m  m  winter. Affects low scrub, d w arf willow an d  ringal bam boo in  
sum m er, and  scrub-covered hillsides an d  bushy nullahs in  w inter. 

general habits, food and  voice. As in  1381. 
breeding. As in  1381.
M useum D iagnosis. Differs from vinipectus (1381) by the brighter head, darker 

ear-coverts, more rusty lower back, rump, and edges of the primaries and their 
coverts, and the slightly browner abdomen (Kinnear, Ib is  1939: 750). 

measurements and colours o f  bare  pa rts . As in 1381.
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1381. N epal W hitebrow ed T it-B abbler. A lc ip p e  vinipectus vinipectus
(Hodgson)

Siva Vinipectus Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Rev. 2 (2): 89 
(Nepal, restricted to central Nepal by Ripley, Synopsis: 412)

Baker, FBI No. 304 (part), Vol. 1: 290 
local names. None recorded. 
size. Sparrow  — ; length c. 11 cm  (4£ in .).
field characters. A b o ve , crown, ear-coverts and  back brow n; a  broad 

w hite supercilium  from eye to nape, above which a  darker brow n stripe. R um p 
an d  wings rusty, the  la tte r (when closed) w ith  a  black line and  pale outer 
edge. B e lo w , th ro a t and  breast white, lower belly olive-brown. Sexes alike.

status, distribution and  habitat. A  high-elevation babbler, fairly 
com m on an d  resident, subject to vertical movements. T he H im alayas in 
western an d  central N epal, from c. 2400 to 4200 m  in summer, mostly above 
3000 m , and  from  1500 to  3000 m  in  w inter. Affects rhododendron and  
ju n ip e r scrub, light forest of pine, b irch  or spruce, and  forest edges w ith 
clearings an d  plenty  o f undergrow th an d  ringal bamboo.

general habits. In  the  non-breeding season keeps in  flocks of up to 
tw enty individuals, by  themselves or in m ixed com pany, hunting  in  bushes, 
undergrow th  and  low trees— even w hen heavily shrouded in snow in  winter 
—  in  acrobatic  tit-like m anner though som ewhat slower in  its movements. 
Confiding an d  inquisitive: will often approach  w ithin a rm ’s reach of an 
observer to fussily investigate. Behaviour also rem iniscent of C hrysom m a  
sinense and  D u m e tia  h yperyth ra . Flocks break up  during  the breeding season 
though sm all groups m ay still be observed, probably  family parties.

food. In  the  breeding season, alm ost exclusively insects —  caterpillars 
being a  favourite food; a t  o ther times also takes small seeds and  berries.

voice an d  calls. A  soft, h igh-pitched and  incessant ch ip , ch ip  (Smythies) 
o r a  clear tsu id , tsu id  (Schafer). A  churr of alarm . Song, a  faint ch it-it-it-o r-k ey  
given while flicking its ta il up  an d  its head  forw ard (Fleming).

breeding. Season , m id  A pril to Ju ly . N e s t , a  deep cup exteriorly m ade of 
moss an d  grass, followed by a  layer o f fibres, b irch  bark, bam boo leaves, 
then  a  thick layer o f rootlets, finally a  lining o f hair. Placed in  a  fork in a 
bush w ithin  a  couple o f m etres from  the ground, o r suspended am ong the 
fine branchlets o f a  bam boo clum p. E g g s , norm ally 3, greenish w ith olive 
fleckings (Diesselhorst), grey-blue w ith a  few black blotches (Baker), pale 
green w ith  brow n blotches (O sm aston), w ith  a  few purple freckles, all 
m arkings chiefly a round  the  large end. U nlike any  other tim aline eggs in 
appearance. Average size o f 49 eggs 18-8 X 13-7 m m  (Baker).

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. Differs from chumbiensis in having a 
white, unstreaked throat (intergrades are found in eastern Nepal). For distinction 
from kangrae, see 1380 under Museum Diagnosis. Colour of crown varies in depth.

Y o u n g ,  like adult but upperparts more rusty; dark coronal stripes less distinct; 
no streaks on throat; flanks paler (Whistler).

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
cFc? 54-62 10-11 23-24 48-55 mm
9 9 51-60 10-11 23-24 46-54 mm

(BB, Rand & Fleming)
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Weight 6 <?<? 11-13; 5 9 9 1W S g (GD).
colours OF BARE parts. Iris variable: creamy white, biscuit colour, brown or 

pale greenish yellow. Bill homy brown, flesh-colour at base of lower mandible. 
Legs, feet and claws homy brown, somewhat lighter than bill.

1382. E astern  W hitebrow ed T it-B abbler. A lc ip p e  vin ipectus chum biensis
(K innear)

Fulvetta vinipectus chumbiensis Kinnear, 1939, Ibis: 751 
(Yatung, Chumbi Valley)

Baker, FBI No. 304 (part), Vol. 1: 290 
P late  77, fig. 12, facing  p. 112

local names. None recorded. 
size. Sparrow —; length c. 11 cm  (4£ in .). 
field characters. As in 1381 b u t th roat streaked w ith  brow n. 
status, distribution and  habitat. Com m on resident, subject to  vertical 

movements. Eastern Nepal, from the O khaldunga district east th rough  
Daijeeling, Sikkim and  B hutan to the R udo  L a, east o f w hich i t  appears 
to be replaced by A . cinereiceps; however it probably  occurs th rough  N E FA  
a t suitable altitudes since the species is found again in  no rthern  Burm a. 
Both this species and  cinereiceps occur in  the same ranges south o f the  B rahm a
putra. A ltitudinal distribution and  biotope as in  1381. 

general habits, food and  voice. As in 1381. 
breeding. As in  1381.
M useum D iagnosis. Differs from vinipectus in being generally darker and with 

dusky streaks on throat and upper breast. 
measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

4 cFo" 56-62 10-11 23-24 52-55 mm
6 9 9  58-62 10-11 23-25 52-55 mm

(SA)
W eig h ted 19 11-13 g (SA).
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in  1381.

1383. A ssam  W hitebrow ed T it-B ab bler. A lc ip p e  vin ipectu s austen i
(Ogilvie-Grant)

Proparus austeni Ogilvie-Grant, 1895, Bull. Brit. Om . Cl. 5: 3 
(Manipur and the Naga Hills)

Baker, FBI No. 305, Vol. 1: 291
local name. Dao-pire-gajao (Cachari). 
size. Sparrow — ; length c. 11 cm  (4£ in .). 
field characters. As in 1381, q.v.
status, distribution and  habitat. Resident, N agaland, M an ip u r and  

Assam in the Barail range, from 1500 to  a t least 2700 m  in w inter, probably  
higher in sum m er (since the adjoining extralim ital subspecies r ip p o n i is
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found from 2500 m  to the highest peak on M t Victoria). Affects stunted 
rhododendron and  oak forests, dense reed-bam boo and scrub a t the edge of 
forest.

Extralimital. T he  species extends to southeastern Szechuan and northern 
V ietnam .

general habits, food and  voice. As in 1381. 
breeding. U nrecorded; probably as in 1381.
Museum Diagnosis. Differs from vinipectus in having the head duller brown, 

the coronal stripes more reddish brown, and the throat streaked with reddish brown. 
For distinction from perstriata of Burma, see JBNHS 50: 502. 

measurements and colours of bare parts. As in 1381.
Weight 2 cfc? 11, 12 g (SDR).

Alcippe cinereiceps (Verreaux)

K ey to  the Subspecies

Throat white with dark streaks......................................A . c. ludlowi
Throat smoke-grey with dark streaks.................. A . c. manipurensis

1384. H im alayan Brow nheaded T it-B abbler. Alcippe cinereiceps ludlowi
(K innear)

Fulvetta ludlow i Kinnear, 1935, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 55: 134 
(Sakden, eastern Bhutan, 9000 ft)

Not in Baker, FBI

local names. None recorded.
size. Sparrow  —; length c. 11 cm  ( 4 | in.).
field characters. Above, head chocolate-brown, sides of head and 

nape reddish brown. Rest o f upperparts and  underparts as in A. vinipectus 
(1381). Distinguished from  the la tte r species by the absence of white super- 
cilium and  the dark  brow n line above it. Sexes alike.

status, distribution and  habitat. Com mon resident, subject to some 
vertical movements. Eastern B hutan and  southeast T ibet in  the Pachakshiri 
district and  the  upper Subansiri, N EFA  in the T aw ang area, probably 
occurring throughout the Agency a t suitable altitudes; from 2200 m  (winter; 
possibly also lower) to 3500 m  (sum m er). Affects bam boo and rhododendron 
forest.
. general habits, food and  voice. As in 1385. 

breeding. U nknow n.
Museum Diagnosis. Differs from manipurensis in having a white ground colour 

to throat. For details of plumage see Ibis 1937: 38.
Y o u n g  (juvenile) like adult but paler.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing, tfc?  59-64; 9 9 56-60 mm (NBK). Other measurements as in 1385. 
colours of bare parts. Iris brown. Bill dark horn, fleshy at base of lower 

mandible. Legs and feet fleshy brown (Ludlow. More details under 1385).
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1385. M anipur Brow nheaded T it-B ab b ler. A lc ip p e  cinereiceps 
m anipurensis (O gilvie-G rant)

Proparus manipurensis Ogilvie-Grant, 1906, Bull. Brit. Oro. Cl. 16. 123 
(Owenkulno Peak, Manipur Hills)
Baker, FBI No. 307, Vol. 1: 292

local names. None recorded.
size. Sparrow  —; length £.11 cm  (4£ in .).
FIELD characters. As in  1384 b u t g round  colour o f  th ro a t pale  smoke- 

grey instead o f white.
status, distribution an d  habitat. R esident, p robab ly  subject to  some 

vertical movements. N agaland, M an ipu r (O w enkulno Peak) a n d  Assam 
in the Barail R ange, from  1500 m  in  w inter to  over 2500 m  in  sum m er. 
Appears to occupy a  slightly lower zone th an  A .  v in ipec tu s  a n d  to  replace 
it, the two species having never been recorded in  the  sam e area. Affects 
secondary scrub-jungle, especially b ram ble, a n d  also dense bam boo.

E x tr a lim ita l. Extends through B urm a (including the  C hin Hills) to 
western Y unnan. T he  species ranges n o rth  to  southw estern K ansu  an d  
H opeh, and  east to northern  V ietnam , Fukien an d  Form osa.

general habits. V ery sim ilar to those o f A .  vin ipectu s (1381). In  the  
non-breeding season keeps in parties o f six to  ten , often in  com pany  w ith  
o ther small babblers or leaf warblers. T h e  birds scram ble ab o u t in  shrubs 
close to the ground, sometimes ascending trees. U sually  very  confiding. 

food. Chiefly insects.
voice and  calls. A  rattling  song o f th ree  or four notes (S tanford). 

Call, a  tit-like cheep (SD R).
breeding. U nknow n. Season , apparen tly  beginning  in  A pril.
Museum Diagnosis. Differs from ludlowi (1384) in having the ground colour of 

throat pale smoke-grey instead of white. For details of fresh plumage see JBNHS 
50: 503.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
2 d'c? 55,56 10, 10 23,23 52, 53 mm
1 9 51 10 — 50 mm

(SDR)
Wing &  9 51-57; tail 49-54 mm (Mayr)

Weight 2 cf c7* 10, 10 g (SDR).
colours of bare parts. Iris variable: pale pinkish yellow or straw yellow 

(Stanford); c? yellowish brown, 9  pale pinkish brown (SDR). Bill: & black, 
9 dark brown. Legs and feet: c? dark brown to greyish brown, 9  brownish flesh; 
claws grey or bone colour.

1385a. S treak th roated  T it-B ab b ler. A lc ip p e  s tr ia tic o ll is  (V erreaux)
Siva striaticollis Verreaux, 1870, Nouv. Arch. Mus. Hist. Nat. (Paris)

6 : 38 (Muping)
Not in Baker, FBI 

local names. None recorded. 
size. Sparrow  —; length  c. 11 cm  in.).
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field characters. Above, brow n w ith darker streaks on head, nape and 
upper back; lores black; wing chestnut w ith a  pale grey outer edge. Below 
th roat and  breast white, conspicuously streaked w ith dark  brown. Belly 
whitish grey. Sexes alike. ’ 7

Distinguished from  both  vinipectus and  cinereiceps by the dark  brown 
streaks on upper back and  the lack o f rusty on rum p.

status, distribution and  habitat. N ot recorded w ithin our limits bu t 
it m ay occur in  no rthern  N E FA  since it has been collected by Ludlow in 
m any localities o f southeast T ibet no rth  o f the m ain range, from the Tsari 
Valley (upper Subansiri) to  T rip e  (Ibis 1944: 81 and  1951: 556). Also 
ob tained  a t T ripd  by Bailey [JB N H S 24: 75, bu t erroneously identified as 
vinipectus by  Baker, fide Ludlow  (1944)]. H as a  wide altitudinal range in 
sum m er, from  2800 to  4200 m. Replaces vinipectus a t  higher altitudes when 
bo th  occur. T here  is presum ably a  w ithdraw al from the upper altitudes in 
the  cold season. Affects shrubbery and  is particu larly  fond of rhododendron 
an d  holly-oak.

Extralimital. Extends to eastern Szechuan and  southwestern K ansu. 
general habits. A  gregarious, confiding b u t inconspicuous species. 

V ery  active. 
food. U nrecorded.
voice an d  calls. A  clear tserrr-tserr, deceptive as it varies in intensity, 

so th a t one m ay believe the b ird  to be a  stone’s throw  aw ay while it suddenly 
appears w ithin  a  couple o f m etres (Schafer).

breeding. A  nest found by Bailey on 15 Ju ly  was m ade o f grass, covered 
w ith  moss an d  lichen on the  outside and  lined w ith hair. I t  was 6 hanging 
in  a  b ranch  of bam boo ’ and  contained four eggs.

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters.
Y o u n g ,  like adult but darker above and duller below.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing 6 & &  61-62; 7 9 9  58-60 mm (Kinnear)
Bill from skull c. 12; tarsus c. 23; tail c. 59 mm

colours of bare parts. Iris yellowish white to lemon-yellow. Bill: upper mand
ible homy, lower fleshy pink. Legs and feet homy brown to fleshy brown.

Alcippe rufogularis (M andelli)

K ey to  th e Subspecies
Darker on crown; back rufescent brown.................. A. r. collaris
Crown paler; back brown...................... ................A . r. rufogularis

1386. H im alayan  R ed th roated  T it-B ab bler. Alcippe rufogularis
rufogularis (M andelli)

Minla rufogularis Mandelli, 1873, Stray Feathers 1: 416 (Bhutan Duars)
Baker, FBI No. 300 (part), Vol. 1: 286 

P la te  78, fig . 6, facin g  p. 128

local names. None recorded.
size. Sparrow  —; length c. 12 cm  (4$ in.).
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f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . A b o ve , crow n rufous-brow n bordered  by  a  b ro ad  
black stripe from forehead to nape. Lores, supercilium  an d  eye-ring w hite. 
Ear-coverts dark  brown. Rest o f upperparts brow n. B e lo w , chin  an d  th ro a t 
white w ith a  wide chestnut band  across the  la tter. C entre  o f belly whitish, 
sides olive-brown; under tail-coverts fulvous. Sexes alike.

T he chestnut th roat-band  easily identifies this species.
status, d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . R esident, fairly com m on. T h e  

H im alayan foothills from  the Ja lp a ig u ri duars east to the  D ihang  river, from  
the plains level to c. 900 m. Affects undergrow th  in  evergreen forest.

general habits, food and  voice. As in 1387.
breeding. As in  1387.
M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters. For distinction from collaris see 

1387.
MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1387.

1387. A ssam  R ed th roated  T it-B ab b ler. A lc ip p e  ru fo g u la ris  co lla r is
W alden

Alcippe collaris Walden, 1874, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. 14: 156 
(Sadiya, upper Assam)

Baker, FBI No. 300 (part), Vol. 1: 286

local names. None recorded.
size. Sparrow  —; length £ .12  cm  ( 4 |  in .).
field characters. As in 1386, q.v.
status, distribution an d  habitat. C om m on resident. N E F A  east o f 

the range o f the nom inate race (about the  D ihang  river) a n d  sou th  th rough  
the Sadiya F ron tier T rac t, the  P atkai R ange, N agaland , M an ip u r, Assam  
in  the C achar hills, an d  East Pakistan in  the  no rtheastern  h ighlands a n d  the  
Chittagong H ill T racts; from  the plains level to  c. 900 m . Affects bam boo 
jungle, scrub, secondary grow th an d  undergrow th  in  evergreen forest.

E x tr a lim ita l. T h e  species extends east to  V ietnam .
general habits. Creeps ab o u t a n d  skulks in  dense cover close to  the  

ground, in  small restless parties often m ixed w ith  S ta ch yr is  an d  o th e r sm all 
babblers, also feeding on the  ground. In  pairs in  the  b reed ing  season.

food. M ainly  insects.
voice and  calls. A  m usical ch ip-cbu rr  (Stanford) o r cheeping chree-chree 

while on the move (SA).
breeding. Season, M arch  to  Ju n e , m ostly A pril. N e s t ,  dom ed, ra th e r  

loosely m ade of dead  leaves, grass, roots, moss a n d  a  few tendrils, lined 
first w ith  rootlets w ith  an  inner layer o f dead  leaves. U sually  p laced  on  the  
ground or on fallen rubbish, rare ly  a t the  bo ttom  o f a  bush o r in  tangles o f 
creepers an d  cane, generally b lending  well w ith  the  surroundings. E g g s , 
norm ally 3, seldom 4, sim ilar to  those o f A .  brunnea (1388) b u t paler, 
less brown an d  m ore grey. A verage size o f 100 eggs 19*5 X 14*7 m m  
(Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. Differs from rufogularis (1386) in being darker on the crown 
and rufescent on the back. Flanks more heavily washed with brown.
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MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
cFd1 55-60 13-14 21 46-49 mm
9 9 55-57 13-14 21 46-47 mm

(SA)
colours of bare parts. Iris brown. Bill black. Legs and feet yellow.

1388. Rufousheaded T it-B ab bler. A lc ip p e  brunnea m andelli
(Godwin-Austen)

M in la  mandelli Godwin-Austen, 1876, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. 18: 33 
(Naga Hills, Northeast Bengal)

Schoeniparus dubius certus Koelz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 39 
(Shillong Peak, Khasi Hills)

Baker, FBI No. 298, Vol. 1: 284
local name. Dao-chitter (Cachari).
size. Sparrow  —; length £ .13  cm  (5 in.).
field characters. A bove , crown rufous-brown, more rufous on forehead,

bordered by  black stripes starting above the 
eye and  m eeting on the upper back. A  broad 
w hite supercilium ; lores dark  brow n; ear- 
coverts um ber-brow n. Rest of upperparts olive- 
brow n. B e lo w , buffish white. Sexes alike.

V ery sim ilar to A . ru fogu laris  b u t lacks the 
chestnut band  on throat.

x c '  1 status, distribution and  habitat. Com mon
resident. Assam in the K hasi and  C achar hills, 

N agaland  and  M an ipur. T w o records north  o f the B rahm aputra: Dafla 
Hills [G odw in-A usten? (W histler’s M S.)] and  K obo (Baker, 1913, R ec. I n d . 
M u s . 8 : 273) ; from  900 m  to 1800 m  in  Assam and  from c . 1400 to 2400 m 
in  N agaland. Affects dense bushes, especially bracken and  bram bles in forest 
m argins or light forest; in  w inter m ay be seen in bam boo jungle, scrub 
an d  secondary growth.

E x tr a lim ita l . T he  C hin Hills o f Burm a. T he species extends north  to 
Szechuan an d  Anhw ei and  east to Kiangsi, Fukien and  Formosa (whence 
the nom inate  race).

general habits. Keeps in  sm all parties often in  com pany w ith S taeh yris, 
him  ting in  dense undergrow th, close to or on  the ground. In  spite of being 
shy and  secretive, it seldom escapes notice thanks to its restless vivacity. 
Keeps in pairs in  the  breeding season.

food. M ainly  insects.
voice an d  calls. A  constant rAzr-r-r-r a lternating  with a  sharp ch it 

while hopping through cover. Also a  chattering  note of a larm  and a dis
tinctive chee-chee-chee~chee-chee-hpwit (Sm ythies).

breeding. Season, A pril to Ju n e . N e s t, oval-shaped with entrance near 
the top sometimes occupying so m uch o f the side th a t the nest looks semi- 
dom ed o r even a  deep cup in  shape. M ade o f bam boo leaves, grass, bracken
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leaves and roots, lined with rootlets w ith an  inner layer o f dead  leaves. 
Placed on the ground or on fallen leaves and  rubbish, concealed am ong 
bracken, preferably on sloping ground. Eggs, 3 or 4, occasionally 5, clay- 
white to deep clay-colour m arked w ith dark  brow n spots an d  a  few short 
lines and blotches, w ith secondary smudges o f pa ler brow n or grey. A verage 
size of 200 eggs 20*8 X 15-6 m m  (Baker). Building an d  incubation  by both  
sexes; incubation period undeterm ined.

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

10 c?<? 57-61 \  t . 0.  ^_ ” ” co r  e. 14 c. 25 c. 60 mm7 9 9 54-58 J
(Stresemann, SDR)

Weight c? 9 16-19 g (SDR).
colours of bare parts. Iris yellowish red, pale yellow to slaty pink. Bill dark 

brown to dull black. Legs and feet fleshy.

Alcippe poioicephala (Jerdon)

K ey to  th e Subspecies
Page

Paler and greyer.......... /........................................................A. p. brucei 122
Darker and browner; underparts more fulvous. . .  .A . p. poioicephala 123
Underparts and ear-coverts more ochraceous...................A. p. fuse a 124

1389. Bom bay Q uaker B ab b ler. A lc ip p e  p o io icep h a la  brucei H um e

Alcippe brucei Hume, 1870, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 39: 122
(Mahableshwar)

Baker, FBI No. 289, Vol. 1: 278
local name. Seetimar l ale do (Gujarati).
size. Sparrow ; length c. 15 cm (6 in.).
field characters. As in 1390, q.v.
status, distribution an d  habitat. R esident, locally very  com m on. 

T he hills of the  In d ian  peninsula [except for the  range o f the  nom ina te  race 
(1390, q .v .)], south o f a  line runn ing  from  K a th iaw ar a n d  M t A bu  across 
southern M adhya Pradesh (P achm arh i, B alaghat) to P a rasn a th  (southern 
B ihar); ̂  from  the foothills to the  highest elevations. Affects w et forest o f 
teak, mixed deciduous or evergreen as well as bam boo ju n g le  a n d  frequently  
open scrub, occasionally gardens.

general habits, food and voice. As in 1390.
breeding. Season , nests o r birds in breeding  condition have been recorded  

from Ja n u a ry  to N ovem ber; m ain  period appears to  be J a n u a ry  to  A pril. 
Nest and  eS8s  88 ^  1390. Average size o f 35 eggs 20 x  15 m m  (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. Differs from poioicephala (1390) in being paler. Crown and 
nape a clearer colder grey; rest of upperparts greyer, less brown. Wings and tail 
not so dark. Lower parts also much paler, washed with greyer brown (v. rich fulvous). 
Perhaps slightly larger.

122 T I M A L I I N A E



Alcippe poioicephala

^ 0  {70 ^  80 ^  90 1

Distributional ranges

Z/Z/A brucei (1389). E l l !  poioicephala (1390) H  fusca (1391).

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
cfcji 66-77 15-17 21-24 62-70 mm
9 9 66-74 15-16 21-23 59-70 mm

(HW, SA, Koelz)
Weight 14 cf 9 18-23 (av. 20*7) g (SA).
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1390.

1390. N ilgiri Q uaker B abbler. Alcippe poioicephala poioicephala (Jerdon)

Thimalia poioicephala Jerdon, 1844, Madras Jour. Lit. Sci. 13: 169 
(Coonoor Ghat, Nilgiris)

Baker, FBI No. 288, Vol. 1: 277 
V ol. 6, p late  69

local name. Kana chilappan (Malayalam).
size. Sparrow ; length £ .15  cm  (6 in.).
field characters. A  nondescript olive-brown babbler w ith grey 

crow n an d  nape, rusty brow n on wings and  tail, and  pale fulvous under
parts. Sexes alike.

status, distribution and  habitat. Com m on resident. W estern Mysore 
along the G hats south through K erala  and  western T am il N adu (Nilgiris 
and  Palnis). In tergrades w ith brucei in southwestern M aharashtra, Goa and 
the Biligirirangan H ills; from  the foothills to 2100 m. Affects evergreen and 
m oist-deciduous forest, sholas, ravines, mixed bam boo jungle and  canebrakes.
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general habits. Usually seen in  parties o f six to ten  individuals, some
times up  to tw enty or more, hopping abou t am ong the  undergrow th , often 
ascending to the canopy, flitting from  sprig to sprig, clinging upside-dow n 
in acrobatic positions, continually calling to  each o th er; often fonrnng the  
nucleus o f the m ixed hunting  parties o f sm all insectivorous species. Behaviour 
very sim ilar to th a t o f At&CTouous gul&vis (1228).  ̂  ̂ #

food. Ants and o ther insects. V ery fond o f nectar, especially o f Erythnna

voice and  calls. M em bers o f a  p a rty  m ain ta in  con tact by  a  harsh , 
ra ther subdued chur-r-chur-r. Song, m ost often heard  in  the  first h a lf  o f the  
year, a  quavering trill o f four (sometimes u p  to  7 o r 8) sweet w histling notes 
of M agpie-R obin quality  recalling those o f the  Spotted  B abbler —  con
stantly u ttered  (SA). See also 1391.

breeding. »Season > no t well defined; chiefly Ja n u a ry  to  M ay  b u t nests 
also found in  August an d  O ctober. Nest, a  roughly  b u ilt cup  o f green  moss, 
rootlets, lichen, leaves an d  grass, lined w ith  rootlets a n d  p laced  in  a  fork 
or suspended from a  branch, usually betw een one a n d  th ree  m etres above 
the ground, in bushes or saplings. Eggs, usually 2, som etim es 3, pa le  salm on, 
m arked w ith blotches and  smudges o f deep purp le-b row n w ith  secondary 
m arkings o f pale grey or pinkish grey, an d  in  m any  eggs, som e short lines 
and  hieroglyphic markings. Average size o f 42 eggs 20 X 15*1 m m  (B aker). 
Incubation  by both  sexes; period undeterm ined.

M useum D iagnosis. More richly coloured than brucei; for distinction from it 
see 1389; for details of plumage Baker, loc. cit.

Y o u n g ,  similar to adult, but showing the juvenal timaline characters — soft 
blunt first primary, narrow, pointed rectrices.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
(?<? 68-73 15-16 c. 23 60-67 mm
9 9 65-75 15-16 c. 23 61-65 mm

(SA)
colours of bare parts. A d u l t :  Iris greyish brown. Bill dark homy brown; 

commissure and lower mandible greyish; mouth pale flesh-colour. Legs, feet and 
claws greyish brown. Y o u n g :  Iris slaty grey. Gape and mouth bright yellow; 
paler portions of bill yellowish. Legs, feet and claws as in adult.

1391. A ssam  Q uaker B ab bler. Alcippe poioicephala fusca  G od w in-A usten

Alcippe fusca Godwin-Austen, 1877, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 45: 197
(Naga Hills)

Baker, FBI No. 290 (part), Vol. 1: 278 
V ol. 6, p la te  67

local name. Dao-pM-gadeba (Cachari).
size. Sparrow ; length c. 15 cm (6 in.).
field characters. As in 1390, q.v.
status, distribution and  habitat. C om m on resident. East Pakistan  in 

the northeastern highlands and  the C hittagong H ill T rac ts , Assam  in  the
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K hasi and  C achar hills, N agaland and  M anipur (where it intergrades 
w ith p h a y re i) ; in the  foothills up  to 1000 m  and  adjacent plains. Affects deep 
evergreen forest, bam boo jungle and  secondary growth.

E x tr a lim ita l. Extends to northw estern Burm a. T he  species ranges east 
to V ietnam . A . brunneicauda of the southern M alay Peninsula, Sum atra and 
Borneo and  A . p yrrh op tera  of Sum atra are  considered as subspecies by De- 
lacour; their ranges are com plem entary.

general habits and  food. As in 1390.
voice and  calls. H as a  distinctive musical chewy-chewy-chewy-chewy-chewy 

u ttered  quickly w ith each chewy alternately higher and  lower in  pitch; 
m ay be heard  the  whole year (Smythies). See also 1390.

breeding. Season , overall M arch  to  Septem ber, chiefly A pril to June . 
N e s t  an d  eg g s  as in  1390. Average size o f 150 eggs 19-6 x  15 m m.

M useum D iagnosis. Like poioicephala but not so fulvous above; ear-coverts and 
sides of neck ochraceous; edges of wings and tail fulvous-olive; underparts more 
ochraceous.

Y o u n g ,  like adult but upperparts, edges of wings and tail browner. Timaline 
juvenal characters, i.e. soft blunt first primary and narrow, pointed rectrices present. 
Postjuvenal moult complete.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
tfc?  67-72 15-17 21-22 63-70 mm
9 9 63-69 15-17 20-21 62-68 mm

(HW)
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1390.

Alcippe nipalensis (Hodgson)
K ey to  th e Subspecies

Page
Crown paler, back more olive...................................A. n. nipalensis 125
Crown darker, back more rufous brownish.............. A . n. commoda 126
Palest...........................; .......................................................A . n . stanfordi 127

1392. N epal Q uaker B abbler. A lc ip p e  n ipa len sis  n ipa lensis (Hodgson)
Siva Nipalensis Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Rev. 2(2): 89 (Nepal)

Alcippe nipalensis turensis Koelz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 39 
(Tura Mountain, Garo Hills)

Baker, FBI No. 286 (part), Vol. 1: 275 
P la te  77, fig . 8, facin g  p . 112

local names. None recorded.
size. Sparrow  —; length c . 12 cm  (4£ in.).
field characters. A bove , head grey with a blackish supercilium from

eye to  nape, and  a  conspicuous white eye-ring. 
R est o f upperparts fulvous brown. Below, uniformly

status, distribution and  habitat. Common 
resident, subject to vertical movements. From  west- 

x c* 1 central N epal east through Darjeeling, Sikkim,
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Bhutan and  western N EFA in  the D arran g  distric t (w here it in tergrades 
with commoda), and  Assam in the G aro an d  w estern K hasi hills; from  the 
foothills to  c. 1800 m  in  w inter, an d  up  to 2400 m  (locally) in  sum m er; 
lower lim it of breeding zone no t satisfactorily know n: m ostly above 1500 m  
in Nepal, b u t apparently  lower down farther east. Affects m oist-deciduous 
o r evergreen forest w ith  dense undergrow th.

GENERAL habits. Keeps in  active, restless flocks, often in  com pany w ith  
other small insectivorous species. Feeds m ostly in  the  undergrow th  a n d  in  
the crowns of lower trees, occasionally on the g round. M ay  be seen clinging 
sideways or upside-down on twigs, racing  along some b ran ch  or flu ttering  
in front o f a  sprig in its feverish search for food, the  flocks rap id ly  * flowing * 
from tree to tree. Pairs form  in  M arch .

food. Insects an d  berries, the  la tte r  form ing a  large p a r t  o f its d iet in 
the non-breeding season; also flower-nectar.

voice and  calls. A  constant tw ittering  given w hile foraging —  * a  
shrill w h in n y in g  note ’ (Stanford). O ne call is rendered  as p-p-p-p-jet (F lem 
ing), others as a  rap id  dzi-dzi-dzi-dzi-dzi an d  a  soft, h igh-pitched pi-pi- 
pi-pi-pi (Lister).

breeding. Season, M arch  to Ju ly . Nest, a  deep cup  o f bam boo leaves, 
grasses, fern fronds, roots, bark  fibre or o ther m aterials, lined  w ith  rootlets. 
Placed in bushes or bam boo clum ps, generally  betw een u p rig h t twigs, 
occasionally sem i-pendent in a  horizontal fork, betw een 30 a n d  150 cm  
above the ground. Eggs, 3 o r 4, less often 5, very  variab le : w hite  to  pink 
w ith reddish specks, spots o r blotches form ing a  ring  o r cap  a ro u n d  the 
large end (for m ore details see Baker, Nidification 1: 242). A verage size o f 
200 eggs including those o f the Assam race, 18-4 X 14 m m  (Baker). B uild
ing and  incubation by both  sexes; period ab o u t 12 days.

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters. For distinction from commoda, see 1393.
Y o u n g ,  like adult but upperparts richer fulvous, flanks and under tail-coverts 

more fulvous. Juvenal timaline primary and tail characters present.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

cfcf 57-63 13-15 22-24 57-66 mm
9 9 58-61 12-15 22-24 57-64 mm

(BB, SA, Kinnear)
Weight 7 tfc?  14-18; 4 $ 9  14-16 g (GD). 6 &  9  10-14 g (SA).
colours of bare parts. Iris greyish brown. Bill greyish horn, brown on basal 

third of upper mandible. Legs, feet and claws plumbeous homy brown.

1393. M is h m i Q u a k e r  B a b b le r .  Alcippe nipalensis commoda R ip ley

Alcippe nipalensis commoda Ripley, 1948, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 61: 104 
(Dening, Mishmi Hills, NE. Assam)

Alcippe nipalensis khasiensis Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst.
Regional Exploration, No. 1: 16 (Cherrapunji, Khasia Hills)

Baker, FBI No. 286 (part), Vol. 1: 275
local name. Dao-piri-kashiba (Cachari).
size. Sparrow  — ; length c. 12 cm  (4£ in.).
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FIELD characters. As in  1392, q.v. See M useum  Diagnosis.
STATUS, distribution and  habitat. Com m on resident. NEFA from the 

D afla to the M ishm i hills, the Patkai R ange, N agaland, M anipur, the hills 
o f Assam (replaced by nipalensis in the G aro and  western Khasi hills), and 
East Pakistan in the northeastern  highlands and  the Chittagong H ill T racts; 
from  the foothills to the highest summits in Assam and  up  to a t least 2100 m 
in  the  eastern ranges and  NEFA. Affects dense undergrow th in forest, 
bam boo jung le  an d  secondary growth.

Extralimital. N orthern  Burm a. R eplaced by the closely related A. 
morrisoniana and  A . peracensis in  southern C hina and the Indochinese countries. 

general habits, food and  voice. As in  1392. 
breeding. As in 1392.
M useum D iagnosis. Differs from nominate nipalensis in being more richly coloured 

on the back, more rufous brownish rather than olive. Crown darker. Underparts 
more buffy. In proportions, differs in having the tail shorter than the wing. Index: 
89-98% whereas in nipalensis it runs from 98 to 106%. Differs from stanfordi (1394) 
by being darker.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tail

(from skull)
d>9 57-61 12-13 54-59 mm

(SDR)
Weight &  9 13-16 g (SDR).
colours of bare  pa rts . Iris brown. Bill: upper mandible basally brown, 

distally grey; lower mandible light grey. Legs and feet yellowish brown.

1394. C h in  H il ls  Q u a k e r  B a b b le r . Alcippe nipalensis stanfordi T icehurst
Alcippe nepalensis stanfordi Ticehurst, 1930, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 50: 84 

(Taungup-Prome Cart Road, Arakan Yoma, 2900 ft)
Baker, FBI No. 286 (part), Vol. 1: 275 

local names. None recorded. 
size. Sparrow  —; length c. 12 cm  ( 4 | in .). 
field characters. As in 1392, q.v.
status, distribution an d  habitat. Com m on resident. T he Chin Hills 

and  A rakan Yomas o f Burm a, p robably  in tergrading  w ith commoda in  the 
M izo Hills and  the C hittagong H ill T rac ts ; from the foothills to c. 1800 m. 
Biotope as in  1393.

general habits, food and  voice. As in 1392. 
breeding. As in  1392.
M useum D iagnosis. Differs from commoda in being paler.
MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1393.

Genus H e t e r o p h a s i a  Blyth 
Heterophasia Blyth, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11: 186.

Type, by monotypy, H. cuculopsis Blyth =  Sibia picaoides Hodgson 
Leioptila Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 449.

Type, by monotypy, Leioptila annectans [lie] Blyth 
Bill shorter than head, slender and curved; nostrils covered by a membrane. 

Rictal bristles moderate. Tail long, well graduated.
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Key to the Species
Page

A Crown black . . i9Q
1 Uiiderparts cinnamon........................ • ........... r
2 Underparts mostly white or greyish white

„  , .__» ................................. H. annectens 1*0a Rump chestnut..................................... ...................

B Crown grey or blue-grey
3 A white patch on wing............................................................!

1395. C h e s tn u tb a c k e d  S ib ia . Heterophasia annectens annectens (Blyth)

LeiopHla annectans [«c] Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 450
(Darjeeling)

Baker, FBI No. 317, Vol. 1: 300 
Plate 76, fig. 8, facing p. 64

local name. Rubnun-pho (Lepcha).
s iz e . B ulbul; length  c. 18 cm  (7 in .).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . Above, crow n, car-covcrts, sides o f neck a n d  sides o f 

upper back black; h indneck streaked w ith  w hite. C entre  o f back, ru m p  an d  
upper tail-coverts chestnut. W ing black w ith  a  chestnut b a r, p a le  ashy 
edges to prim aries and  w hite tips to  tertiaries. T a il black, g rad u a ted , the  
rectrices tipped w ith  white. Below, w hite; flanks, ven t a n d  u n d e r tail-coverts 
fulvous. Sexes alike.

sta tu s  d is t r ib u t io n  an d  h a b it a t . A  ra th e r  scarce residen t except in  
M an ip u rw h ere  i t  is com m on; subject to  vertical m ovem ents. F ro m  D arjeel
ing and  Sikkim east th rough  B hutan  an d  N E F A ; Assam  in  th e  K hasi, 
C achar and  M izo hills, N agaland  an d  M a n ip u r; from  c. 1200 to  2300 m  
in sum m er, straying dow n to  the  foothills in  w inter. Affects dense, hum id  
evergreen forest.

Extralimital. Extends to  w estern B urm a an d  w estern Y unnan . T h e  
species ranges east to  V ietnam .

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . A rboreal. Sm all parties keep to  th e  canopy  o f ta ll 
trees. Creeps along the  branches o r clam bers on th e  trunks like a  n u th a tch , 
searching am ongst the  moss, lichen a n d  crevices o f bark  for insects.

f o o d . Beetles and  o ther insects; also seeds.
v o ic e  and  c a l l s . Song: ‘ a  m usical phrase o f four notes, the  first two 

on the same pitch , followed by  tw o notes d ropp ing  in  p itch , th e  w hole 
sometimes preceded by  an  in troductory  grace note ’ (Sm ythies). A larm -note  
ckirr-r-T (Baker). A  clear single whistle has also been  recorded.

b r e e d in g . Season, M ay  an d  Ju n e . Nest, cup-shaped, very  neatly  a n d  
com pactly bu ilt; exteriorly o f moss w ith  a  few leaves a n d  fine grass, followed 
by  a  deep layer of grass, bam boo o r o ther leaves an d  lined w ith  fine fibres, 
rootlets or rhizom orphs. U sually  p laced  on a  b ran ch  o f a  sm all tree betw een 
two and  six m etres from  the ground, generally in  a  fork o f an  ou ter b ranch , 
slender and  difficult to reach. Eggs, norm ally  3, som etim es 2, exceptionally  
4, very variable: the  m ost com m on type is a  very  pale  blue-grey o r green- 
grey m arked w ith  blotches an d  sm ears o f reddish brow n, a  few spots an d

j28 T I M A L II NA E



m  >ui ^ ___

MM ** 20 * 40 ' 60 ' ife * 100

HHHHBHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHIHHHHMHMHHHHHB
PLATE 78

1 Heterophasia gracilis, Grey Sibia (1399). 2 Yuhina o. occipitalis, Rufousvented Yuhina (1373).
3 Heterophasia p. picaoides, Longtailed Sibia (1401). 4 Yuhina n. nigrimenta, Blackchinned Yuhina (1374).
5 Heterophasia pulchella, Beautiful Sibia (1400). 6 Alcippe r. rufogularis, Redthroated Tit-Babbler (1386).
7 Pteruthius a. aenobarbulus, Chestnutfronted Shrike-Babbler (1346). 8 Minla c. cyanouroptera, Bluewinged 
Siva (1362). 9 Actinodura e. egertoni, Himalayan Barwing (1348). 10 luhina x. xantholeuca, Whitebellied 
Yuhina (1375). 11 Actinodura w, waldeni> Manipur Barwing (1355).



short wavy lines o f the same colour, and  secondary blotches of pale lavender 
and pale brown. For further details see Baker, Nidification 1: 279. Average 
size o f 25 eggs 22 X 15-5 m m  (Baker). Incubation  by both  sexes. W hen 
disturbed from  the nest, the b ird ’s persistent alarm -notes draw  attention to it. 

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters; for details of plumage, Baker loc. d t.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from feathers)

(f  9 75—84 15—16 c. 24 81—87 mm
(Baker, Mayr)

Bill from skull c. 18 mm.
colours of bare parts. Iris brownish to deep crimson. Bill black, yellow at 

base of lower mandible. Legs and feet wax yellow; claws brownish.

1396. W e s te rn  B la c k c a p p e d  S ib ia . Heterophasia capistrata capistrata
(Vigors)

Cinclosoma capistratum Vigors, 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 56 
(Himalayas; restricted to Simla by Ripley, Synopsis)

Malarias capistrata pallida Hartert, 1891, Kat. Vog. Mus. Senckenb.: 21 
(northwestern India; restricted to Simla by Baker, 1921, JBNHS 27: 460) 

Baker, FBI Nos. 311 (part), 312, Vol. 1: 296, 298
local names. None recorded.
size. Bulbul +  ; length c. 21 cm  (c. 8 in .).
field characters. Above, ear-coverts, crown and  erectile crest black.

Back, rum p and  p a rt of tail rufous,

x c |  slaty grey. Below, entirely cinna
m on. Sexes alike.

status, distribution and  habitat. Com m on resident, subject to vertical 
m ovem ents. T h e  western H im alayas from  M urree to extrem e western N epal 
(Flem ing & T ray lor, Fieldiana 53: 177). Breeds between 1800 and  2700 m ; 
from  O ctober' to  M arch  it is found mostly betw een 1200 and  2100 m  but 
m ay also be seen as high as 2700 m  and  has strayed dow n to  c. 100 m. 
Affects various types o f forest b u t shows a  preference for m ixed evergreen: 
oak, fir, chestnut, etc.

general habits. Keeps in  pairs or small parties according to the season. 
S trictly  a rbo real; hunts in  the canopy and  on moss-covered trunks and 
branches o f tall trees, occasionally descending to the undergrow th. V ery 
active and  lively; hops swiftly from  branch  to  branch  like a laughing thrush, 
hanging upside-down on sprigs to peer under leaves, occasionally flying 
ou t to  catch  an  insect on the  w ing; often flies up  to a  trunk and  clings to 
the  bark  while exploring crevices. F light ra th er laboured.

o
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H&terophasia c a p is tr a ta  and H. gracilis

: h
(60____________ [70_________ 80 ________ ®£j_______ 1001V \

Distributional ranges

^jg|3 H. c. capistrata (1396). I H  c• tugriccps (*397)•

1 1 1  H. c. bayleyi (1398). W////A H. gracilis ( 1399)-

f o o d . Insects and  berries. O ften visits flowers o f Silk C o tton  trees an d  
rhododendron for insects an d  nectar.

v o ic e  an d  c a l l s . Song, a  clear, flute-like, very pleasing a n d  far-carry ing  
tee-dee-dee-dee-dee-o-lu, the  first five notes on  the sam e tone, the  sixth lowest 
and  the last in  between, sometimes shortened o f the  first tw o o r th ree  notes 
b u t ending always typical (Desfayes); a  very characteristic  sound o f the  
forests o f its zone. A larm , a  harsh, rasping chrai-chrai-chrai-chrai* chrai (L ister). 
Call-note, a  loud, rap id  chi-chi (F lem ing); tee-riri-reeri-reeri3 like the  jing le  
of a  silver bell, repeated  every half-m inute o r so (SA).

b r e e d in g . Season, A pril to August, chiefly J u n e  a n d  Ju ly . Nest, a  n e a t 
cup of green moss, dry  grasses an d  leaves, firm ly in terw oven a n d  lined  w ith  
rootlets, pine needles or o ther fine m aterials. G enerally  b u ilt on  trees o r 
bushes, often near the  extrem ity  of a  b ranch , from  tw o to  e ighteen  m etres 
above the ground, on average ab o u t seven or eight m etres. Eggs, usually  3, 
sometimes 2, very distinctive: pale bluish grey, c louded, spo tted  a n d  lined  
w ith various shades of brow n. F or fu rther details see Baker, Nidification 1: 
272-4. Average size o f fifty eggs 25-5 X 18*3 m m  (Baker). B oth  sexes 
share in nest building. Incubation  apparen tly  by  fem ale alone. T h e  b irds 
desert the  nest on the least provocation —  m erely clim bing th e  tree  an d  
peeping in to  the  nest in  some cases is enough.

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from nigriceps (1397) in being paler and having 
the centre of the back pale brownish grey. Also a little larger. Postnuptial moult 
in September-October.



Y o u n g  (juvenile). Crown and sides of head brownish black with a tendency 
to pale shaft-lines. Rest of upperparts bright rufous, darker on upper tail-coverts 
and tinged with brown on mantle. Underparts paler rufous. Wing and tail much 
as in adult, but white on greater coverts not so extensive and tinged with buff. 
Outer tail-feathers narrower. Postjuvenal moult of body and probably lesser, median 
and greater coverts.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing 11 100-110; 9 9 99-110 mm (Kinnear)

colours of bare parts. Iris reddish brown. Bill black. Legs and feet flesh-brown.

1397. N e p a l B la c k c a p p e d  S ib ia . Heterophasia capistrata nigriceps
(Hodgson)

Sibia nigriceps Hodgson, 1839, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 8 : 38 
(Nepal, restricted to central Nepal by Ripley, 1950, JBNHS 49: 399)

Baker, FBI No. 311 (part), Vol. 1: 296
local name. Sibya (Nepal).
s iz e . Bulbul + >  length c. 21 cm  («c. 8 in .).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . As in  1396, b u t back rufous u. greyish brown. 
sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  an d  h a b it a t . Com m on resident, subject to vertical 

movements. N epal, m eeting capistrata in  the western extrem ity of its range 
and  bayleyi in  the  eastern extrem ity (Fleming, JB N H S 65: 331-2). Breeds 
from  c. 2000 to 3500 m , locally as low as 1600 m . W inters (O ctober to M arch) 
betw een 1000 an d  2700 m . Affects evergreen or deciduous forest in wet 
zone; a  characteristic species o f oak forest.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s , f o o d  an d  v o ic e . As in  1396. 
b r e e d in g . Season, M ay to  August. Nest and  eggs as in  1396.
M useum D iagnosis. Differs from both capistrata and bayleyi in having the centre 

of back rufous, hardly tinged with brown. 
measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

cfcfi 88-102 22-24 c. 28 9£-106 mm
9 9 89-93 22-24 c. 28 94-99 mm

(BB, Rand & Fleming)
Weight 9 c? &  37-47; 4 9 9 36-41 g (GD). 
colours of bare  pa rts . As in  1396.

1398. E a s te r n  B la c k c a p p e d  S ib ia . Heterophasia capistrata bayleyi
(K innear)

Leioptila capistrata bayleyi Kinnear, 1939, Ibis: 752 
(Taktoo, near Sakdan, E. Bhutan)

Baker, FBI No. 311 (part), Vol. 1: 296
local names. Sambriak~pho (Lepcha); Sesigona (Bhutanese).
s iz e . Bulbul +  » length c. 21 cm  (c. 8 in .).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . As in  1396, q.v. See M useum  Diagnosis.
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sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  an d  h a b it a t . C om m on resident, subject to  vertical 
movements. E astern  N epal from  the O kha ldunga  d istric t east th rough  
Darjeeling, Sikkim, the  G hum bi V alley, B hu tan , a n d  N E FA  to  the  D afla 
H ills; from  c. 1800 to a t least 2500 m  in  sum m er, descending to the  foothills 
in w inter. Affects tall m oist-deciduous o r evergreen forest.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s , f o o d  a n d  v o ic e . As in  1396.
b r e e d in g . As in  1397.
M useum D iagnosis. Differs from nigriceps in having the back sooty brown tinged 

with grey.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

& &  88-101 22-23 28-31 102-107 mm
9 9 83-92 21-23 27-30 90-109 mm

(SA)
Weight 25 c? 9  28-45 (av. of 15, 39*4) g — SA.
colours of bare pa rts. Iris brown. Bill black. Legs and feet brownish flesh; 

claws homy brown.

1399. G re y  S ib la . Heterophasia gracilis (M cC lelland)

Hypsipetes gracilis McClelland, 1839 (1840), Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 159 
(Assam, restricted to Naga Hills by Koelz, 1954, loc. cit. below; 

but see Biswas, 1963, JBNHS 60: 683)
Leioptila gracilis ardosiaca Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst.

Regional Exploration, No. 1: 7 (Mawphlang, Khasi Hills)
Leioptila gracilis dorsalis Stresemann, 1940, in Stresemann & Heinrich, ^

Mitt. Zool. Mus. Berlin 24: 153 (Mount Victoria, U pper Burma)
Baker, FBI No. 313, Vol. 1: 298 
Plate 78, fig* 1, facing p . 128

local name. Titi (Angami Naga).
s iz e . B ulbul + ;  length  c. 21 c m  (8  in .).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . Above, crow n a n d  ear-coverts black. Back a n d  ru m p  

grey. W ing black, tertiaries grey. T a il g rad u a ted , grey w ith  b ro ad  b lack  
ou ter edges an d  sub term inal b a n d ; tip  grey. Below, th ro a t a n d  cen tre  o f 
belly w hite; sides pale  ashy; u n d er tail-coverts buff. Sexes alike.

sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  a n d  h a b it a t . C om m on resident. A ssam  in  the  
K hasi and  C achar hills, the  P atkai R ange, D ib ru g arh , N ag a lan d  an d  
M anipur, from  1200 m  to  the. highest sum m its (1400 to  2800 m  on  M t 
V ictoria). W anders dow n to  ab o u t 900 m  in  th e  cold w eather. A  geographical 
representative o f H . capistrata, d iffering from  it only  b y  the  lack  o f  any  
rufous pigm ent. Affects deciduous o r evergreen prim eval forest an d , in  the  
K hasi Hills, m ostly p ine forest.

Extralimital. W estern an d  n o rth ern  B urm a to  w estern Y unnan .
g e n e r a l  h a b it s . A rboreal, active a n d  restless. K eeps in  pairs o r sm all 

parties according to  the  season, often in  m ixed com pany. F requen ts the  
tops of trees, hopping along the  branches, som etim es m om entarily  cocking 
tail like a  m agpie-robin, dodging in  an d  ou t o f clum ps o f ep iphytes; only 
occasionally descending to  bushes.
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f o o d . Insects, berries and  seeds; often visits the blossoms of various 
trees for nectar and  insects.

v o ic e  and  c a l l s . A  m elancholy song o f four flute-like descending notes, 
oft-repeated a t short intervals; a  variation consists of the first and  second 
notes being doubled (H einrich); this song appears to be very similar, if  not 
identical w ith  th a t of the Blackheaded Sibia. A larm -note, a  churr heard 
especially when going to roost (Stanford). Also various notes of a  conversa
tional character.

b r e e d in g . Season, chiefly M ay and  June , extending into August. Nest, 
a  deep, com pact cup of moss-roots, leaves and  fibres, covered exteriorly 
w ith  green moss, lined w ith rootlets or rhizom orphs. Usually placed in the 
crow n o f trees, especially pine, very difficult to find. Eggs, 2 or 3, one as 
often as the  other, occasionally 4, pale  bluish or greenish grey, lightly 
freckled w ith  reddish brow n or dark  brow n, m ore num erous a t the large 
end. Average size o f 60 eggs 23-9 x  17*7 m m  (Baker). Building of nest, 
incubation and  care o f young by both  sexes. Incubation period unknown.

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters.
Y o u n g ,  like adult but colours not so pure.
measurements

Wing cT1 9 84-95; tail 101-112 mm (Stanford)
Wing 10 cFc?1 89-96; 10 9 9 87—95; tail 100-110 mm (Stresemann)
Bill from skull c. 24; tarsus c. 28 mm

Weight c? 9 34-42 g (SDR).
colours of bare parts. Iris red, reddish brown to brown. Bill black. Legs 

and feet dark brown to black; soles yellow.

1400. B e a u tifu l  S ib ia . Heterophasia pulchella (Godwin-Austen)

Sibia pulchella Godwin-Austen, 1874, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. 13: 160 
(Kunho Peak, eastern Barail Range, Naga Hills)

Lioptila pulchella caeruleotincta Rothschild, 1921, Novit. Zool. 28: 38
(Shweli-Salwin Divide)

Lioptila pulchella nigroaurita Kinnear, 1944, Ibis 86: 83 
(Lhalung, Pachakshiri dist., SE. Tibet, 7000 ft)

Baker, FBI No. 320, Vol. 1: 302 
Plate 78, fig. 5, facing p. 128

local names. None recorded.
s iz e . B ulbul -{-; length  c. 22 cm  (9 in.).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . Above, head bluish slate; forehead, lores *and line 

through eye black. Back and  rum p slaty. W ing w ith pale bluish outer edge 
and  a  conspicuous black shoulder-patch. Centre o f tail dark  brown with 
black edges and  subterm inal b an d ; term inal band slaty. Below, uniformly 
slate-grey, paler th an  above. Sexes alike.

sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . Resident, subject to vertical move
ments. N EFA  from  the Dafla to the M ishm i hills, N agaland and  Assam in 
the C achar and  K hasi hills (w inter only ?); from 1200 to 2700 m  in  winter, 
breeding mostly above 2100 m  and  up to 3000 m. Affects mossy forest.

ExtralimitaL Southeastern T ibet, northern  Burm a and western Y unnan.
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g e n e r a l  h a b it s . Keeps in  pairs or small parties according to the season, 
sometimes in com pany w ith H oary  Barwings o r o ther babblers. F requents 
tall trees, feeding mostly on the lichen- an d  moss-grown trunks a n d  branches, 
hopping5actively along the big boughs, stopping ab ru p tly  a t intervals, or 
moving about slowly on the ou ter branches. O n  a  fleeting glim pse the  
quick jerky  movements m ay be easily m istaken for a  squ irrel’s. O ften sits 
up in the top branches of a  dead  tree.

f o o d . Insects and  their larvae, seeds an d  o ther vegetable m atter. R egu
larly probes into the blossoms o f rhododendron, Prunus, M agnolia, etc. for 
nectar and  insects, its forehead an d  breast sometimes becom ing so thickly 
plastered w ith pollen as to m ake it  look like a  d ifferent species.

v o ic e  and  c a l l s . c O ften very silent b u t a t  tim es bursts in to  a  bew ilder
ing variety  o f notes, one in  particu lar resem bling the  jing ling  o f a  bunch  of 
keys ’ (Stanford). Song likened to the call o f a  R edshank w ith  th ree  o ther 
notes added (C ranbrook); also described as a  m usical phrase o f six notes 
in pairs, w ith a  d rop  in  p itch  after each p a ir a n d  also a  d rop  after the  first 
note (Smythies).

b r e e d in g . K now n only from  one nest taken  in  M ay, b u ilt on a  horizon tal 
branch  o f a  sm all tree ; it  was cup-shaped, m ade o f moss, lined  w ith  rootlets 
and  placed nearly  a t the end o f the b ranch  (Field apud Baker, Nidijication 
1: 281). T he single egg was a  pale blue, unspotted , an d  m easured  23-8  X 
17*9 m m. This egg m ay no t have been typical.

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters. Ear-coverts may be slaty or brown 
to black.

Y o u n g ,  like adult but slighdy duller.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

tfc?  101-115 25 c. 30 113-118 mm
9 9 92-100 — — 100-108 mm

(SA, SDR, Mayr)
Weight cf 9 35-47 g (SDR).
colours of bare  parts. Iris brown. Bill black. Legs and feet brown; soles yellow.

1401. L o n g ta ile d  S ib ia . Heterophasia picaoides picaoides (Hodgson)

Sibia picaoides Hodgson, 1839, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 8: 38 (Nepal)
Baker, FBI No. 310, Vol. 1: 295 
Plate 78, fig. 3, facing p. 128

local name. Matcheo-pho (Lepcha).
s iz e . Bulbul, w ith a  long ta il; length  c. 30 cm  (12 in .).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . Above, da rk  slate-grey; wings blackish b row n w ith  

a  white patch . T ail very long an d  g raduated , tipped  w ith  whitish. Below , 
uniformly grey, paler th an  back an d  still p a le r on  belly. U n d e r surface of 
closed tail appears barred  black a n d  grey. Sexes alike.

T he slaty colour, extrem ely long g raduated  w hite-tipped tail an d  w hite 
patch  on blackish wing m ake the  b ird  easy to identify.
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STATUS, distribution and  habitat. Resident, locally common; some 
altitudinal movements w ith the seasons. T he H im alayan foothills from Nepal 
(not recorded since 1879 w hen Scully found it ‘ tolerably common about 
N im boatar [central dun] in w in te r ’) east through Daijeeling, Sikkim, 
B hutan and  N EFA  to the M ishmi Hills, thence south to N agaland; from 
the base of the hills to c. 900 m  in  w inter and  probably somewhat higher 
in sum m er (up to 2000 m  in  northern  Burm a). Affects forest, open scrub 
w ith large trees or clearings in  evergreen forest.

Extralimital. Extends to northeastern Burm a. T he species ranges east 
to V ietnam  and  south to the M alay Peninsula and  Sum atra.

general habits. Keeps in pairs or in parties according to the season, 
sometimes num bering up  to th irty  or forty individuals. Frequents mostly 
the tree-tops. ‘A  curious blend o f tree-pie, drongo and  fantail flycatcher, 
swinging their tails, cocking them  up  over their backs, then crouching on a 
b ranch w ith outspread tail, or drifting from tree to tree following one behind 
ano ther * (Stanford).

food. Insects, flower-buds and  seeds; feeds regularly on the nectar of 
Salmalia, Erythrina, Prunus and  o ther flowers in com pany w ith drongos and 
Black Bulbuls, the  forehead often becom ing so thickly coated with whitish 
pollen as to  give the b ird  an  intriguingly novel look.

voice and  calls. Song, a  rich, whistling six-note phrase of thrush-like 
quality  ending in  wheet-wheew, rem iniscent in  cadence of Alcippe poioicephala 
b u t m uch louder (SA). Call-note, a  high-pitched bu t no t loud tsip-tsip- 
tsip-tsip u tte red  rapid ly  (Smythies).

breeding. K now n only from a  few nests found by Stevens. Season, 
A pril to Ju n e . Nest, a  deep cup m ade mostly o f moss, lined w ith rootlets or 
rhizom orphs and  placed high up  in pines on a  horizontal branch, carefully 
hidden. Eggs, very sim ilar to those of H . gracilis, pale grey-green m arked 
w ith very sm all blotches o f reddish brow n, m ore num erous a t the large 
end. C lutch size no t given. Average size of 5 eggs 24-5 x 18-1 m m  
(Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters.
measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

c? 9 109-125 24-26 30-31 205-220 mm
(Baker, SA)

Tail 1 cf 199; 1 9 188 111111 (Mayr).
colours of bare parts. Iris red or crimson, sometimes brown. Bill black. 

Legs and feet dusky grey; claws homy brown.

Subfam ily M u s c i c a p i n a e : Flycatchers

For description see Van Tyne, J . & Berger, A. J ., 1959: 526 (Family Muscicapidae)
Cf. Mayr, E., in Delacour, J . & Mayr, E., 1945, Zoologica 30 (3): 113 

Delacour, J ., 1946, £oo/ogu;a 31 (1): 4 
Deignan, H. G., 1947, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 60: 165-8 
Vaurie, C., 1953, Bull. Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist. 100 : 491-521 (Muscicapinae) 
Ripley, S. D., 1955, Auk 72 : 86-8 (Muscicapinae)
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Paradise Flycatcher (1461)

Key to  th e  G enera
Page

A Tail longer than wing.....................................................................Rhipidura 205
B Tail shorter than wing

1 Rictal bristles very long
a Bill well hooked at tip .........................................................Rhinomyias 136
b Bill not hooked.......................... .*........................................ ;Culicicapa 202

2 Rictal bristles short
c Bill wide at base.................................................................... Muscicapa 137
d Bill narrow and weak........................................................ Muscicapella 201

Genus R h i n o m y i a s  Sharpe

Rhinomyias Sharpe, 1879, Cat. Bds. Brit. Mus. 4: 367. Type, by subsequent 
designation, Alcippe pectoralis Salvadori =  Rhinomyias umbratilis (Strickland) 

Olcyomis Baker, 1930, Fauna Brit. Ind., Bds. 7: 137.
Type, by original designation, Cyomis olivacea Hume 

Cf. Vaurie, C., 1952, Amor. Mus. Novit., No. 1570: 1-36
A rather heavily set flycatcher. Tarsus booted or with a vague trace of one or 

possibly two anterior scutes. Bill well ridged, notched and hooked at tip. Rictal 
bristles well developed.
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1402. Olive F ly catch er. Rhinom yicis b tunneata nicobdried Richm ond

Rhinomyias nicobdrica Richmond, 1902, Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 25: 295
(Great Nicobar)

Baker, FBI No. 631a, Vol. 8 : 627 
P late  80, fig. 1, facing p. 176

local names. None recorded.
size. Sparrow ; length c. 14 cm  (6 in.).
field characters. A  brow n flycatcher of low shrubbery. A bove , entirely 

brow n; tail m ore rufous-brow n; a  pale eye-ring. B elo w , chin, th roat and 
belly w hitish; a  pale brow n band  across breast; flanks brown. Sexes alike.

status, distribution and  habitat. So far known only as a  common 
w inter visitor to the G reat and  L ittle  N icobar Islands. N ot known to occur 
no rth  o f L ittle  N icobar, b u t m ay be expected in the A ndam ans (see Butler 
JB N H S 12: 401). Affects forest, sometimes gardens.

Extrdlimitdl. W inter range outside the  Nicobars unknown. A  m igrant 
has been taken in  the S tra it o f M alacca on 1 November. Breeding range 
unknow n. T he  species as a  whole breeds in  eastern C hina (Kwangsi to 
Chekiang) an d  winters, so far as known, in the  southern M alay Peninsula. 
T his subspecies has a  m ore rounded wing th an  the nom inate race, suggesting 
th a t it m ay be less o f a  long-range m igrant.

migration. All specimens from the Nicobars have been taken in M arch 
(bu t see ‘ E x tra lim ita l5 above).

general habits. Keeps close to the ground, usually within three metres, 
in low bushes in  heavy forest. 

food. Insects.
voice and  calls. Song sim ilar to^the opening portion of th a t of Fantail 

Flycatcher, R h ip id u rd  a . d lbog u la ris , b u t w ithout the ending to -tea . to-tea, to-tea 
(A bdulali).

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters.
Specimens taken in March still show some ochraceous spotting of the immature 

on the sides of nape, tips of tertiaries and secondary coverts. 
measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

t f d ’1 74-80 18 17 54-59 mm
9 9 74-75 18—19 18 52-54 mm

(MD)
colours of bare pa rts. Iris brown. Bill: upper mandible black, lower yellowish 

flesh. Legs and feet yellowish flesh.

Genus M u s c i c a p a  Brisson

Muscicapa Brisson, 1760, Om. 1: 32; 2: 357. Type, by tautonymy, ‘ Muscicapa 
i.e. Muscicapa striatay ibid.

Niltava Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Rev. 1 (12): 650. Type, by original designation, 
Niltava Sundara Hodgson

Siphia Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Rev. 1 (12): 651. Type, by monotypy, Siphia strophiata 
Hodgson
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Muscicapula Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 939. Type, by subsequent 
designation, Gray, 1855: 52, Muscicapa sapphira Tickell =  Blyth 

Cyomis Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12 : 940. Type, by subsequent de
signation, Gray, 1855: 53, Phoenicura rubeculoides Vigors

Hemichelidon Hodgson, 1845, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 32, ex Zool. Misc. 1844: 
84, nom. nud. Type, by original designation, Hemichelidon fuliginosa Hodgson 

Anthipes Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 122. Type, by monotypy, Anthipes 
gularis Blyth =  A. moniliger Hodgson

Ochromela Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16, pi. 1: 121. Type, by monotypy, 
Saxicola nigrorufa Jerdon

Alseonax Cabanis, 1851, Mus. Hein. 1: 52. Type, by original designation, Muscicapa 
undulata Vieillot

Eumyias Cabanis, 1851, Mus. Hein. 1: 53. Type, by monotypy, Muscicapa indigo 
Horsfield

Bill depressed, wide at base. Rictal bristles usually well developed. Tarsus short. 
Young of all species with characteristic ochraceous spotting.

K ey to  th e Sp ecies
Page

I Plumage black and white........................................ ... -M , westermanni c? 165
II Plumage slaty above; throat and breast rufous...............M.hodgsonii cJ1 164

III  Back, rump and tail bright orange-rufous.......................... M . nigrorufa ^ $ 1 7 5
IV Throat and breast slaty with a rufous gorget...................M . strophiata (j19
V Throat white bordered with black................................... M . monileger $ 161

VI Plumage mostly brown............................. ...................... ^ ............V III
VII Upper plumage mostly blue (of various shades)

A Some rufous colour below
i Throat blue or blackish blue

1 Rufous restricted to breast....................................... M , rubeculoides c? 190
2 Rufous extending to under tail-coverts

a Entire throat blackish blue....................................... M . sundara cf 179
b Chin and sides of throat blue; rufous of breast extending as

a wedge to centre of throat........................................... M . vivida c? 182
ii Throat rufous

3 A white supercilium........................... ........................ M . hyperythra &  163
4 No white supercilium

c Upper tail-coverts brilliant ultramarine b lu e .. .  .M . sapphira 173 
d Upper tail-coverts dull indigo blue

ol Blue of upperparts deeper, indigo..................M . tickelliae c? 193
o* Blue of upperparts paler, more glaucous..........M . banyumas 192

B No rufous on underparts
iii A blue patch on side of neck

5 Size large, wing over 90 m m ................................... M . grandis 176
6 Size small, wing under 80 m m ...........................M . macgrigoriae &  178

iv No blue patch on side of neck
7 Centre of throat white

e Upperparts slaty blue, 3rd primary shorter than 4 th ...............
........................................................................M . leucomelanura cf* 170

f  Upperparts cerulean blue, usually at least a trace of white
supercilium; 3rd primary equal to 4 th .......... M . superciliaris &  168
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8 Throat entirely blue ^ a8c
g A white patch on tail

o8 White almost reaching tip of rectrices.............. M . concrete c? 183
04 White restricted to basal half.......................... M . albicaudata 199

h No white on tail
05 Whole plumage including belly verdigris or turquoise___

.......................................................................... M . thalassina &  9 198
os Belly whitish

a1 Under tail-coverts barred.............................. M . unicolor c?1 189
a* Under tail-coverts white

b1 Blue parts indigo; 4th primary equal to 5th M.pallipes & 184
ba Blue parts with a greyish green tinge; 4th primary

shorter than 5th .............................................. M . sordida c? 9  196
V III Upper plumage mostly brown (of various shades)

A A blue patch on side of neck
i Size small, wing under 70 m m ................................. M . macgrigoriae 9 178

ii Larger, wing over 70 mm
1 A white throat-patch...................................................... M . sundara 9 179
2 No white on throat..........................................................M . grandis 9 176

B No blue patch on side of neck
iii A white patch on tail

3 No throat-patch; whole plumage tinged with blue M . albicaudata 9 199
4 A well-defined white throat-patch; white of tail reaching almost

to tip ...................... . ......................................................M . concrete 9 *83
5 White of throat less pure, less well defined; white of tail more 

restricted
a Above paler brown; 2nd primary equal to 6th ..........M.parva 9 154
b Above darker brown; 2nd primary shorter than 6th ..............

............................................. ......................................M . subrubra 9 157
6 Throat rufous

c Throat orange-rufous bordered with ashy..................M.parva &  154
d Throat rufous-chestnut bordered with black. . . .  M . subrubra &  157

iv No white on tail
7 Underparts largely rufous or ochraceous 

e Throat whitish or bullish
a1 Throat white, tail rusty.................................. M. ferruginea cT 9 152
a* Throat whitish, belly washed with ochraceous

b l Tail rufous-brown.................................. M . p. poliogenys <j*9l86
b8 Tail washed with blue.................................. M . p. vemayi &  188

a8 Throat ochraceous, belly and under tail-coverts white. . . .
...........................................................................M. rubeculoides 9 190

f Throat orange-rufous like breast
a4 Tail blue...............................................................M. tickelliae 9 195
a6 Size small, wing under 70 mm

b8 Upper tail-coverts ru sty ..................................M . sapphira 9 173
b4 Upper tail-coverts olive-brown.................. M . hyperythra 9  153

a6 Size medium, wing over 70 mm
b6 No grey on breast, tail brown................ .... M. banyumas 9 192
b6 Some grey on lower breast, tail chestnut.. .  .M . pallipes 9 184
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Page
8 No rusty or rufous on underparts

g Underparts olive-brown, throat ochraceous. . . . . . . . M. vivtda 9  182
h Tail bright rufous

a7 Size small, wing under 70 m m ...................M . leucomelanura 9  ™
a* Size medium, wing over 70 m m .......................M . ruficauda 9

i Tail brown or rufous-brown # f
a9 Forehead and breast streaked............................... M . striata d1 9
a19 Throat .................................................................M - hodgsonii 9  164
a11 Throat more or less whitish _ -

b7 Throat pure white............................................... Sd. muttui d 1 9
b8 Size small, wing under 65 mm

c1 Upper tail-coverts rusty...........................M.westermami 9  165
c* Upper tail-coverts g rey -b ro w n ..............M . superciliaris 9  *88

b* Size medium, wing over 65 mm
c8 Bill over 16 m m ........................................... M . unicolor 9  189
c* Bill imder 16 mm

d1 Underparts mostly brown; inner webs of tertials
pinkish buff................................................AT. sibirica cT 9  142

d* Underparts mostly whitish; inner webs of tertials
cream-buff................................................M - latirostris &  9  145

1403, 1404. S p o tte d  F ly c a tc h e r .  Muscicapa striata sarudnyi Snigirewski1

Muscicapa striata sarudnyi Snigirewski, 1928, Jour. f. Orn. 76 : 595, new name for 
Butalis griseola var. pallida Zarudny, 1903, nee Muscicapa pallida Muller 

(Eastern Iran and Transcaspia)
Baker, FBI No. 631, Vol. 2: 202 (=heumanm)

P la te  80, fig. 2, facing  p . 176

local names. None recorded.
size. Sparrow ; length c. 13 cm  (5 in .).
field characters. A  pale greyish brow n, characteristically  u p rig h t

sitting flycatcher. Both in  flight a n d  a t perch  m istakable in  
k  the d  istancefor Y ellow throated Sparrow  (Petronia xanthocollis,

\ A  . 1949). A  slight fork in  the  ta il enhances the  resem blance.
JBkJji'j Above, d rab  brow n, ta il a n d  wings d a rk e r; crow n notice-

ably  streaked w ith  pale a n d  d a rk  brow n. A  w hitish  ring  
round  eye. Below, w hitish w ith  d a rk  streaks on  th ro a t and  
breast. Sexes alike.

x 1 M . sibirica is m uch  darker, sooty grey on b reast; M .
latirostris has a  m ore distinct w hitish eye-ring an d  lores, an d  

M . ruficauda has a  rufous ta il; none o f these have a  streaked crow n.

1 According to Dunajewski (in epist. to Whistler) a specimen from Gilgit is typical sarudnyi 
while two others are almost identical with striata. Since sarudnyi is the form breeding in 
adjacent Afghanistan and Turkestan (while neumanni breeds in western Siberia) it appears 
more logical, pending examination of more material, to consider the western Himalayan 
breeding form as belonging to sarudnyi.

The subspecies neumanni may occur in West Pakistan on autumn migration. It differs from 
sarudnyi by lacking any yellowish rusty wash on belly.
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status, distribution and  habitat. Common, sum m er (breeding) visitor 
in the m ountains of W est Pakistan, from Astor, Baltistan, Gilgit and  Chitral 
south to  northern  Baluchistan (Z iarat); from c. 2100m  to 3300 m. Affects 
open forest, especially pine. Also passage m igrant (chiefly autum n) in  some 
areas (see below).

Extralimital. Extends to Iran , Afghanistan, Transcaspia and Turkestan. 
T he  species ranges from  western Europe to  M ongolia.

Muscicapa striata

i 7  i i~
W M  Distributional range i  sarudnyi (1404).

Broken line autumn passage extension 2 neumanni (1403).

migration. W inters in  east Africa. R ecorded on m igration as high as 
4200 m  (Sughet Pass, K un lun  Range) an d  in  the plains o f W est Pakistan 
(Sind, Baluchistan —  C hagai, central and  coastal M akran) an d  north 
western In d ia  as far east as Simla, western R ajasthan, northern  G ujarat 
(Deesa), K u tch  and  the  K ath iaw ar peninsula. Spring passage m igration 
takes place a t the  end o f A pril and  M ay (bu t mostly, if  no t entirely, west 
o f the Indus, by-passing northw estern Ind ia). Arrives on the breeding 
grounds in  the  first week o f M ay, leaves in  late. August and  early Septem ber. 
A utum n passage occurs through above areas from  the last p a rt of August 
till O ctober. A t this tim e, affects large trees, and  open babool (Acacia) and  
kandi (.Prosopis) jungle.

general habits. A  quiet, solitary bird , usually perching on the lower 
branches o f trees, seldom near to p ; makes typical sallies w ith rap id  swerves 
an d  twists as it pursues a  g n a t; often returns to the same perch, or to another 
nearby. Frequently  descends to the ground to pick up  a  crawling insect. 
Sits upright, head  som ew hat sunk between shoulders, tail slightly depressed 
like a  bush chat’s, an d  sim ilarly switched loosely up  and  down from tim e to 
tim e, accom panied by flicks o f the wings.



food. Insects, chiefly D iptera.
v o ic e  and  calls. N ot recorded for this subspecies. Call-note o f nom inate 

race is a  thin, shrill tzee; alarm -note tzee-tzucc. Song infrequently  heard , 
half-a-dozen squeaky notes sip, sip, sree, sreeti, sree, sip and  variants, w ith 
pause between each note (W itherby).

breeding. W ithin our limits (Chitral, N. Baluchistan —  Z iarat, Q u e tta ), 
season M ay and  June . Nest, a  cup o f grass, moss an d  roots, lined w ith  h a ir 
and  rootlets. Placed on the b ranch  o f a  tree o r against the  trunk , some
times in crevices o f stumps, a  couple o f m etres from  the ground. Eggs, 4 
or 5, pale sea-green heavily blotched w ith pale reddish brow n; variable  
(for further details see Baker, Nidijication 2: 174). A verage size o f  100 eggs 
18*3 X 14-2 m m  (Baker). Building, incubation  an d  care o f young by both  
sexes.

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters. For details of plumage see Baker, 
loc. cit. Differs from neumanni in having a yellowish rusty wash on belly. See footnote 
p. 140.

Y o u n g ,  spotted with buff; much paler than young of Af. sibirica. 
measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

tfc?  82-92 14—18 14-16 60-65 mm
9 9 82-92 14-18 15-16 59-65 mm

(HW, SA)
Weight 4 c fd 1 13-16; 1 9 14g(Paludan — Afghanistan).
colours of bare pa rts. Iris brown. Bill black, brownish flesh at base of lower 

mandible. Legs and feet blackish.

M uscicapa sibirica G m elin 

K ey to  th e  Subspecies
Paler, more grey........................................................... Af. s. gulmergi
Darker, more brown................ ; ................................ Af. s. cacabata

1405. K ash m ir Sooty F ly catch er. Muscicapa sibirica gulmergi (Baker)

Hemichelidon sibirica gulmergi Baker, 1923, Bull. Brit. Om . Cl. 43: 155
(Gulmerg, Kashmir)

Baker, FBI No. 633, Vol. 2: 205 
local names. None recorded. 
size. Sparrow  —; length c. 13 cm  (5 in .).
field characters. A  dark  sooty-brown flycatcher, haw king midges 

etc. by characteristic looping aerial sallies, often re tu rn ing  to 
liA  same perch  and  sitting bolt uprigh t.

J lB m  A d u l t .  Above, entirely  grey-brow n w ith  noticeably  large 
j& mbS L  eyes and  a  pale eye-ring. Below, grey-brow n w ith a  whitish 

throat-patch  an d  centre o f belly. Sexes alike.
Y o u n g ,  sooty-brown spotted  w ith  bu ff an d  whitish, m uch 

x c. 1 darker th an  Af. striata o f  corresponding age. Im m atu res o f
# other flycatchers canno t be told a p a rt except in  certa in  cases 

by their behaviour.
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M . striata adu lt is alm ost entirely white below. M . latirostris is almost 
identical w ith sibirica above, b u t tips of its closed wings are about 15 mm 
shorter than  tail (v. reaching tip  of tail in  sibirica) and  its throat and  chin 
are entirely white. M . muttui is distinguished by the same characters bu t 
has a  diffuse dusky breast-band and  rufous-brown tail. In  M . ruficauda 
the tail is a  brigh ter rufous. M . poliogenys and  M .ferruginea have ochraceous 
underparts.

STATUS, distribution and  habitat. An altitudinal m igrant, generally 
com m on. From  T an k  Z am  V alley, S. W aziristan (Hudson, JB N H S 27: 402), 
the^Safed Koh,  K ohat, C hitral and  Gilgit east through K ashm ir (very

Mu s c i c a p a  sibirica
~ ~ 0  30 6 0 1 -  90j / I  1201 ISO] fijoj

~  7  ~r~i\ 1 ( 1 n
Distributional ranges

J §  gulmergi ( 1405). fcMxM cacabata (1406).

rothschildi (RE) sibirica (RE).

Broken line: Winter range of M . s. sibirica

com m on an d  ab u n d an t), Spiti and  D haola D har to G arhw al; from c. 2100 
to tim ber-line (c. 3300 m ), locally dow n to 1500 m  (K ulu —  W histler, 
JB N H S 31: 468); optim um  zone 2400-3000 m. Affects open forest of pine, 
deodar, fir an d  birch, or oak an d  conifers.

migration. O ne o f the latest m igrants; arrives on its breeding ground 
in  the first h a lf  o f M ay  an d  leaves in  Septem ber. A  few birds leave their 
sum m er zone im m ediately after the nesting period an d  appear a t lower 
levels (c. 1200 m) already in  the  first week o f Ju ly . Passage a t m id-altitudes 
takes place mostly in A pril-M ay an d  Septem ber-O ctober. Recorded as a 
m igrant or straggler as high as 3900 m  (Lahul). W inter quarters very im
perfectly know n (records from  N ovem ber to M arch are totally lacking); 
presum ably in the  foothills below c. 1200 m.



g e n e r a l  h a b it s . V ery sim ilar to those o f the  Spotted F lycatcher, b u t 
it is m ore o f a  forest bird. Particularly  fond o f forest glades an d  clearings 
littered w ith tangled brushwood, w ith  gau n t tree-trunks and  stum ps stand 
ing here and  there to  serve as hun ting  bases. Felled or storm -blow n trees 
likewise afford favourite perches. F rom  the tip  o f a  vertical dead  b ran ch  or 
up turned root (now telegraph wires w here available!) the  b ird  flies o u t in 
ail directions to take a  m idge —  m aybe from  as m uch  as ten  m etres aw ay 
—  by agile twists an d  turns and  circles back, sometimes d iverting  to  seize a  
second victim  before regaining its base. Also launches vertical sorties sky
w ard after the quarry , tum bling  back to  the  perch  after each  cap tu re . 
These quick-repeated forays continue th roughou t the  day  a n d  often well 
into the dusk, frequently 3 o r 4  individuals haw king w ith in  a  restric ted  
clearing. M ay often be seen hun ting  close to the  g round  especially after 
rain , w hen it has been observed tak ing  food from  the  ground.

f o o d . Insects, m ostly D iptera.
v o ic e  an d  c a l l s . U sually very silent. Song, very  h igh-pitched, th in , 

reedy, usually of three notes isee-see-see in  descending scale in  half- o r q u a rte r- 
tones, w ith occasional variations; n o t unlike a  th in  edition  o f the  song o f a  
Greywinged Blackbird (Lister). C all-note unrecorded.

b r e e d in g . Season, M ay to  Ju ly . Nest, a  com pact cup  c. 8 cm  across a n d  
nearly  as deep, composed alm ost entirely o f  moss w ith  lichen on  the  outside, 
consolidated w ith  cobweb an d  lined w ith  fine grass, fu r o r h a ir, w ith  an  
occasional feather. U sually placed on a  horizontal b ran ch  o f  a  large spruce 
or Silver F ir w here the  leafy portion  commences. O ften  in  very  exposed 
situations; sometimes against the  trunk , tucked beh ind  th e  out-flaking bark  
of a  birch or sim ilar tree ; height above ground  varies from  tw o to  eighteen 
metres. O ften th ree  or four occupied nests w ith in  a  50-m etre radius. Eggs, 
3 or 4 , pale green, densely freckled w ith  pale  reddish  especially a ro u n d  the  
large end. Average size 16 X 12*1 m m  (Baker, O sm aston). In cu b a tin g  
female fed a t nest by m ale w hilst hovering m om entarily  against it. B oth 
sexes share in  tending the  young ; m ale’s share in  incubation , a n d  in cu b a
tion period, unrecorded.

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters. For distinction from cacabata see 1406.
Y o u n g  (juvenile). Upperparts, wing-coverts and sides of head as in adult, but 

crown with central terminal ochraceous streaks; spots elsewhere. Underparts whitish 
with black margins, obsolete on throat and belly. Under tail-coverts pale ochraceous. 
Tertiaries with fulvous edges and tip. T ip of tail fulvous. Postjuvenal moult of body- 
feathers, lesser and median coverts, but here and there juvenal feathers are retained, 
with ochraceous spots faded to white.

F i r s t - y e a r  birds recognized by ochraceous tips of greater and primary coverts, 
fulvous edges of tertiaries and tip of tail.

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1406.

1406. N epal Sooty F ly catch er. Muscicapa sibirica cacabata Penard
Muscicapa sibirica cacabata Penard, 1919, Proc. New Eng. Zo5l. Cl. 7: 22. New name 
for Hemichelidon fuliginosa Hodgson, 1844 (Nepal), preoccupied in Muscicapa by 

M.fuliginosa Sparrman, 1787, and M . fuliginosa Gmelin, 1789 
Baker, FBI No. 632, Vol. 2: 204

local name. Dang-chin-pa-pho (Lepcha).

m u s c ic a p in a e



size. Sparrow  —; length c. 13 cm  (5 in.).
field characters. As in 1405, q.v.
STATUS, distribution and  habitat. A n altitudinal m igrant, locally 

common. From  western N epal east through Darjeeling, Sikkim to eastern 
B hutan (Sakden) and  western N EFA  (M ago district — Ludlow, Ibis 1937: 
279). E astern lim it unknow n; probably occurs throughout NEFA. Breeds 
from 2400 to 3300 m  in  N epal and  up  to 3600 in southeast T ibet; recorded 
a t 3900 m  a t  T hangu  in  Sikkim (Schafer). Affects open conifer forest or 
clearings in  oak forest.

Extralimital. T he species ranges through western C hina to the Altai, 
K am chatka and  Ja p a n  and  winters in  the Indochinese countries and  south
ern  C hina (see m ap, p. 143).

migration. Arrives on its breeding grounds in  the first ha lf of M ay, 
leaves in  Septem ber. Spring passage takes place from the last week of M arch 
till M ay, re tu rn  in Septem ber-O ctober. As for gulmergi, w inter quarters are 
poorly known. W inter visitor to the  Ja lpaigu ri district and, according to 
R ashid  (1967), recorded in  northern  and  northeastern East Pakistan and  in 
the C hittagong region; there a re  no  precise data . Has been obtained in  the 
K hasi Hills, Shillong and  G achar Hills (Godwin-Austen) and  near Aimole, 
M an ipu r a t 1800 m  (H um e).

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and  VOICE. As in  1405.
breeding. As in  1405, b u t nest also found in  holes in  trees. Average 

size o f six eggs 17-1 X 12-2 m m  (Baker).
M useum D iagnosis. Like gulmergi but rather darker brown; not well differentiated 

and not every specimen can be separated (HW).
measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

cfc? 70-76 11-12 10-12 45-51 mm
9 9 70-76 11-12 10-12 47-52 mm

(BB, SA)
Weight 14 c? 9 8-5-11-5 (av. 9-6) g — SA. 3 tfc?  9-11; 3 9 9 9-11 g (GD).
colours o f  bare  pa rts. Iris dark brown. Bill, legs, feet and claws black; soles 

grey.

1407. Brow n F ly catch er. Muscicapa latirostris Raffles

Muscicapa latirostris Raffles, 1822, Trans. Linn. Soc. London 13: 312
(Sumatra)

Muscicapa grisola var. davurica Pallas, 1811, Zoogr. Rosso-Asiat. 1: 461
(Dauria)

Muscicapa Poonensis Sykes, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 85 (Poona)
Butalis terricolor Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 120, ex 

Hodgson MS. (Nepal)
Baker, FBI Nos. 674, 675, Vol. 2 : 248, 249

local names, gakki (Hindi); Tavittupakshi (Malayalam).
size. Sparrow  length c. 14 cm  (5 f in .).
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f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . A n ashy brow n flycatcher w ith  a  conspicuous 
white ring around  the strikingly large eye. Below, sullied w hite, 

A tinged w ith grey on breast an d  flanks, an d  faintly  streaked
I Maj} 11 w ith ashy brown. T h ro a t conspicuously w hite. In  the  gloam ing,
Ig B m jj when perched w ithin the  d a rk  foliage canopy, glistening w hite  

th roat often gives the  only indication  o f its position. Sexes 
alike.

x e 1 M . striata has distinctly streaked th ro a t a n d  crow n. M .
sibirica is m uch darker below a n d  has the  w hite on  th ro a t 

reduced to a  patch. M . muttui is very  sim ilar b u t has a  diffuse dusky 
breast-band, rufous-brown tail, an d  yellow legs (v. d ark  b ro w n ); also its 
tertiaries are  edged w ith  rusty  (9. whitish plus a  th in  w hitish w ing-bar).

sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . A  p artia l m ig ran t hav ing  a  d isjunct 
breeding range. M ovem ents im perfectly understood.

Himalayas: Fairly  com m on sum m er visitor to  the  w estern foothills in  
C ham ba, D harm sala, D haola  D h a r an d  K u lu  betw een 900 a n d  1800 m . 
M uch scarcer east o f these localities w here it has been recorded from  A pril 
to Ju ly  in  Mussooree, R anikhet, N ain i T a l (breeding a t  T h a i, c. 1900 m , 
A lm ora dist., m id M ay  1945 —  SA), N epal V alley, Ja lp a ig u ri duars a n d  
B hutan foothills. Said  by  W ard  (JBN H S 17: 480) to  be  ra re  in  K ish tw ar 
(southwestern K ashm ir) and  ‘ p robab ly  n o t to be found west o f the  G handra- 
Bhaga (river)’.

Muscicapa latirostris _________________
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M M  Breeding range W inter

Vindhya Range: A  com m on breeder in  the  hills a round  Sehore a n d  M how . 
T he breeding population  appears to be  o f sum m er visitors only.

The Ghats: A  scarce b reeder in  the  southern  p a rt o f the  W estern  G hats 
a t abou t 900 m  in  no rth  K a n a ra  (D avidson), Goorg (Betts), the  Palnis



(JBN H S 55: 160) and Cardam om  Hills (Sparrow, in epist. to W histler; 
Jackson, 1971, JB N H S 68: 112—13). T he resident breeding population is aug
m ented by w inter visitors. M ay breed also in  the Chitteri Range (Eastern 
Ghats) where it has been obtained in Ju n e  (W histler, JB N H S 36: 85) and 
in  the Biligirirangan Hills, obtained in Ju ly  (Salim Ali, JBN H S 43: 334).

W inters erratically b u t sparsely over most of the Peninsula bu t m ainly in 
the G hats of the southern Peninsula, from the lowlands to c. 1500 m  (stragglers 
recorded in K ath iaw ar and  K utch). Also Ceylon (all zones) up  to 1300 m 
w here it is m ost com m on from  O ctober to M arch. Post-breeding dispersal 
o f southern birds already takes place in  August. According to W right 
(JBN H S 54: 635) it is a  w inter visitor to the foothills of D ehra D un from 
O ctober to  February . W inters also in  the A ndam an Islands (common), 
on C ar N icobar and  C am orta (Abdulali, JB N H S 64: 183); apparently  very 
scarce in  M an ipur (H um e), the  C achar Hills (Baker, JB N H S 9: 126) and 
the  G aro Hills (G odw in-A usten). Recorded in  w inter from all parts of East 
Pakistan fide R ashid (1967, p. 101).

Affects open, m ixed deciduous forest, teak plantations, groves about 
villages and  cultivation, m argins of jungle, overgrown nullahs, edges of 
sholas, bam boo jungle, shady gardens and  coffee plantations; partial to 
the  vicinity o f streams.

m ig r a t io n . Arrives on its H im alayan breeding grounds in  April, departs 
in  Septem ber. M ay be seen on passage, m ainly in Septem ber an d  October, 
in  no rthern  In d ia  east o f Punjab  (Ludhiana) and  G ujarat (Sasan and  the 
G ir Forest). H as occurred as a  straggler south o f Chim re (Ladakh) in 
Septem ber.

ExtralimitaL Also breeds in  southern Siberia from  the Yenisey to Sakha
lin, J a p a n  and  K orea; w inters in  southeast Asia, the Philippines and  Indo
nesia.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . Closely resembles the  Sooty Flycatcher in dress and  
h a b its ; frequents m ostly the lower branches of trees. M akes aerial 
sallies for insects from  a  dead branch, often return ing  to the same perch. 
Perches up righ t; flicks wings and  depresses tail. M ore crepuscular than  
m ost flycatchers, a  h ab it obviously correlated w ith  its abnorm ally  large eyes 
(SA). U sually  solitary, qu iet an d  very unobtrusive, therefore doubtless 
often overlooked.

f o o d . Chiefly dipterous insects.
v o ic e  and  c a l l s . A  feeble chi-chir-ri-ri-ri (SA) or chik, chik-r-r (H enry). 

T hree  or four ckiks in  rap id  succession an d  a  small shrill squeak; a  weak 
sub-song full o f  trills and  squeaks heard  in w inter (Nichols). Prim ary song: 
a  single, plaintive note slowly repeated ; song period in  N epal: m id April 
till end o f Ju n e  w ith a  resum ption in  Septem ber (Proud). * H as a  loud note 
o f 3 or 4  syllables and  a  short song freely uttered  * (W histler).

b r e e d in g . Season, M ay to Ju ly  in the north , April to Ju n e  in  the south. 
Single-brooded. Nest, a  com pact cup m ade principally of moss, decorated 
w ith lichen and  lined w ith rootlets, fine fibres and  some feathers. Usually 
bu ilt on a  bare, thick branch, some distance from the trunk, a t heights vary
ing from two to nine m etres, on average about six metres from the ground. 
Eggs, norm ally 4, very sim ilar to those of M . rubeculoides (1440) but m ore 
olive-grey, heavily stippled w ith sienna-brown. Average size of 40 eggs
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17*4 X 13* 1 m m  (Baker). Incubation  p robably  by  fem ale only (D em entiev), 
who is fed on the nest by the m ale. In cu b a tio n  period undeterm ined.

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters. For details of plumage and moults 
see JBNHS 38: 298.

Y o u n g  (juvenile). Upperparts and sides of head with very bold ochraceous 
white spots; underparts dull white on belly and under tail-coverts and spangled 
with dark brown margins elsewhere, heaviest on breast. Lesser and median coverts 
grey-brown with large ochraceous white tips. Greater coverts and tertials with 
fulvous white outer edges and tips. Tips of tail narrowly fulvous white. Postjuvenal 
moult of body, lesser and median coverts. F i r s t - y e a r  birds distinguished by 
fulvous white margins and tips of greater coverts. Juvenal plumage not distinguishable 
from that of M . striata (HW).

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
69-76 13-15 13-15 46-54 mm

9 9 66-73 12-15 13-14 46-51 mm
(SA, HW , Koelz)

Weight 50 c? 9 (October) 9-14 (once 16) g — SA.
colours of bare parts. Iris dark brown. Bill homy brown, base of lower 

mandible fleshy yellow, or cream colour to chrome-yellow; mouth pale yellow or 
pale yellowish pink. Legs, feet and claws homy brown.

1408. B ro w n b re a s te d  F ly c a tc h e r .  Muscicapa muttui muttui (L ayard)

Butalis muttui Layard, 1854, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. 13: 127 
(Pt. Pedro, Ceylon)

Alseonax muttui khosrovi Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration,
No. 1: 14 (Aijal, Lushai Hills)

Baker, FBI No. 677, Vol. 2: 251 
Plate 80, fig. 3, facing p. 176

local name. Muttupilla (Malavalam).
size. Sparrow  length c. 13 cm  (5 in .).
field characters. Largely as o f Brown F lycatcher (1407) b u t w ith  a  

diffuse brownish gorget o r b reast-band  rendering  w hite  th ro a t even m ore 
prom inent by contrast. Legs yellow (». h o m y  brow n). Above, olive-brow n 
becom ing rufous-brown on lower ru m p  an d  tail. W ing-feathers w ith  rusty  
edges. Lores an d  ring  a round  the  large eye w hite. Below, th re a t  a n d  cen tre  
o f belly w hite; b reast an d  sides pale brow n. Sexes alike.

M . latirostris is very sim ilar b u t is greyer bo th  above a n d  on breast, lacks 
the  rusty edges on  wing, an d  has dark  legs (not yellow ); the  lower m and ib le  
is brow n a t tip  (largely yellow in muttui). M . sibirica has a  very d a rk  breast. 
M . ruficauda has a  rufous tail an d  lacks the  w hite th ro a t. M . poliogenys a n d  
M . ferruginea have ochraceous underparts.

sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  an d  h a b it a t . Breeding range poorly know n b o th  
in  In d ia  an d  outside. Breeds in  Assam in  the  K hasi an d  C ach ar bills from  
1200 m  upw ards, m ostly above 1500 m  (Baker). O b ta in ed  in  M a n ip u r in  
A pril (H um e), in  the G aro a n d  M izo hills in M arch , a n d  in N agaland
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(Koelz). M ay  be expected to breed in  the eastern H im alayas: recorded in 
Sikkim from  August to N ovem ber (M andelli, 1875, no t noted since). Affects 
dense evergreen forest.

WINTER RANGE and  m ig r a t io n . A  population o f this species winters in 
southwestern In d ia  from  L onda south through the hills o f Mysore and 
K erala , from  the low country to c. 1000, commonest above 300 m, and in 
Ceylon in  all zones up  to c. 1500 m  (scarce). In  this season affects evergreen 
forest, frequenting dense scrub an d  liana tangles, preferably on the fringe 
o f jungle, cardam om  clearings and  overgrown rocky streams. Arrives in 
its w inter quarters in  O ctober and  leaves in  M arch-A pril, some individuals 
possibly staying till M ay  (once end M ay in K erala  a t c. 1700 m  —  Primrose, 
JB N H S  40: 502). R ecorded on passage (Septem ber and  October) a t M adhu- 
p u r (eastern B ihar), N agpur (eastern M aharashtra) and  in  A ndhra Pradesh 
(passage only ?). R ashid  (1967) lists it as a  passage m igrant in  most parts 
o f East Pakistan.

ExtralimitaL N orthern  Burm a, northern  T hailand, Y unnan and 
Szechuan; p robably  breeds above 1500 m  in  N. Burma.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . A  very quiet and  secretive flycatcher, thus easily 
overlooked, frequenting the low vegetation, mostly w ithin a  couple of metres 
above the  ground. Affects denser forest than  latirostris. O ften sits motionless 
in  the  lowest branches o f trees o r tangles in shady recesses, every now and 
then m aking sallies after w inged insects, retu rn ing  to the same perch or a 
neighbouring one; occasionally descends to the ground. Usually solitary, 
b u t frequently in  loose association w ith other flycatcher species. Appears 
very territorial and  parochial; has been observed hunting  in the same spot 
h a lf  an  hour a t a  tim e. Like the Brown Flycatcher, it is also crepuscular, 
often hun ting  till late into the dusk.

F L Y C A T C H E R S  '  149
M u s c ic a p a  m u ttu i



f o o d . Chiefly dipterous insects.
v o ic e  and  c a l l s . ‘ In  the breeding season it often gives ven t to  a  sott 

low note, a t the same tim e puffing ou t its feathers an d  rap id ly  v ib ra ting  its 
half-opened wings. H as a  pleasant b u t ra th e r feeble little song, very  seldom
u tte re d ’ (Baker). . . . .

b r e e d in g . T he only records o f nesting for the  species m  its en tire  range
are  by Baker (N. C achar, c. 1500 m  an d  above). Season, from  the  end  o f 
April till Ju n e . Nest, a  very neat, com pact cup m ade entirely  o f green moss 
and  lined w ith fine moss-roots. Placed in  bushes, creepers o r o ther tangles 
o f vegetation, no t far from  the ground. Eggs, 4  o r 5, sim ilar to those o f d ie 
Brown Flycatcher: pinky brow n or grey-blue stippled very  closely w ith  
reddish brown. Average size o f 28 eggs 16-9 X 13-8 m m . In cu b a tio n  by 
both  sexes; period undeterm ined.

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters. For details of plumage see Baker, 
loc. cit.

Y o u n g  (juvenile). Upperparts covered with elongated ochraceous spots, very 
narrow and pointed on crown. Tips of wing-coverts, upper tail-coverts and edges 
of tertials and secondaries more rusty ochraceous. Throat and belly whitish; breast 
spotted like back but less distincdy so. Under tail-coverts buff. F i r s t - y e a r  birds 
recognized by rusty spots of greater coverts.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
72-75 16-17 13-14 49-56 mm

9 9 67-76 16-17 13-14 48-55 mm
(HW, SA)

Weight 13 9 (October, in winter quarters) 10—14 (av. 12) g — SA.
colours of bare pa rts . Iris dark brown. Bill dark homy brown, lower mandible 

fleshy with dusky tip ; mouth pale lemon-yellow. Legs and feet pale yellowish flesh 
or yellow, claws dusky.

1409. R u fo u s ta i le d  F ly c a tc h e r .  Muscicapa rujicauda Swainson

Muscicapa rujicauda Swainson, 1838, Nat. Library, Flycatchers: 251 *
(India =  Kashmir)

Baker, FBI No. 676, Vol. 2: 250

local name. Chempuvalanpakki (M alay a lam ).
s iz e . Sparrow  —; length  c. 14 cm  ( 5 |  in .).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . A  d rab  brow n flycatcher w ith  rufous tail. A  notice

able pale eye-ring. Below, th ro a t an d  b reast grey-brow n; belly whitish. 
Sexes alike.

Distinguished from muttui and  latirostris by  the  lack o f w hite on th ro a t; 
from  the other brow n flycatchers by  its rufous tail.

sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . A sum m er (breeding) visitor, 
com m on a t suitable altitudes in  the  w estern H im alayas; from  the  Safed 
K oh, K ohat an d  C hitra l east th rough  Gilgit, Astor, the  Indus V alley an d  
K ashm ir to L ahul and  K u lu ; m uch m ore scarce to  the east: G arhw al an d  
K um aon (breeding), N epal as far as the K a th m an d u  V alley [sum m er 
records by Lowndes (1955) an d  R a n d  & Flem ing (1957)]. Breeds betw een
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2100 and  3600 m , optim um  zone 2400-3300 m. Affects mixed conifer and 
deciduous forest, fir or deodar forest, pine and  birch.

Muscicapa ruficauda
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H  Breeding range Winter

Extralimital. Russian T urkestan and  adjacent Afghanistan. 
w in t e r  r a n g e  and  m ig r a t io n . Arrives on its sum m er grounds in  early 

M ay, departs in  A ugust or Septem ber. A  specimen obtained a t Sholapur 
(M aharash tra) in  Ju ly  (Davidson & W enden, SF 7: 81). W inters (O ctober 
to  April) in  southwestern In d ia  from north  K anara  through the hills of 
M ysore an d  K erala, from  lowlands to c. 1000 m. Tw o records from Cachar 
(Baker), and  listed by R ashid (authority  ?) as occurring in  the northeast 
highlands an d  the C hittagong region of East Pakistan. In  this season, fre
quents evergreen forest, especially along the margins, tracks and in clearings. 
D uring  au tum n  m igration (Septem ber and  October) is frequently observed 
in  the  H im alayan foothills and  has been recorded in  southeastern Punjab, 
M t A bu, N agpur and  along the W estern Ghats. O n  spring passage in April, 
recorded a t R a ip u r (eastern M .P .), M adhupur (eastern Bihar) and  along 
the  H im alayan  foothills. Also obtained a t Nellore (no date).

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . Solitary and  very unobtrusive. W anders about the 
crowns of large trees hun ting  mostly w ithin the canopy ra ther than  by sallies 
in  pursu it outside; insect prey snapped up  while flitting restlessly from one 
perch to another, or while fluttering about amongst the foliage and  boughs. 
Sometimes descends to bushes. Flicks wings and  bobs its body forward, 
thus rem inding one o f a  chat. Frequents the edge o f forest and  does not 
seem to penetrate  far into the woods. 

f o o d . Insects, chiefly D iptera.
v o ic e  an d  g a lls . Song, three o r four loud clear notes repeated a t short 

intervals, varied from tim e to tim e in several ways, rem inding one o f the



song o f Monticola cinclorhynchus (O sm aston); some phrases rendered  by  
M agrath  as tyee-trrirr, trrirr-tee o r weetititew, ee-willu-willu an d  choi-choi w ith  
an  occasional, loud, finch-like twoink-twoink; all notes rap id ly  repeated  an d  
with a  ventriloquial effect. U sually u tte red  from  high up  in  leafy trees. 
W hile singing, the bird rarely  stays in one spot for m ore th an  a  few seconds. 
A larm -note, a  plaintive peup ceaselessly repeated  an d  followed by a  soft churr 
and  sometimes a double te-peup when excited, as w hen an  in tru d e r approaches 
the  nest (Bates & Low ther).

b r e e d in g . Season, M ay  to Ju ly . Nest, a  solid cup alm ost entirely  m ade o f 
moss w ith some bits of bark  skin, liberally  coated on the  outside w ith  lichen 
and  cobweb, an d  lined w ith  h a ir an d  a  few feathers. T h e  species is very 
versatile as to the site; the  nest m ay  be placed in  bushes betw een one an d  
two metres from  the ground or in  trees u p  to n ine m etres or m ore (generally 
under four m etres); i t  m ay be bu ilt across a  horizon tal fork in  the  sm aller 
branches, against the trunk, o r in stum ps o f pollarded  trees. I t  m ay  also be 
found on the ground, particu larly  on very steep hillsides w here it is som etim es 
placed a t the foot o f a  sm all bush or in  a  depression in  a  nearly  vertical bank  
(Bates). Eggs, 3 or 4, pale sea-green, densely freckled a ll over w ith  reddish , 
chiefly a t the  b road  end. A verage size o f 50 eggs 17*3 X 13*2 m m  (Baker). 
T he  birds easily desert the ir nest. T h e ir territo ry  is very  large, th e  m ale 
having been heard  singing th ree  or four h u nd red  m etres from  the  nest. 

M useum D iagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. cit.
Y o u n g  (juvenile). Upperparts grey-brown with ochraceous white spots; streaked 

on crown. Upper tail-coverts paler than in adults. Underparts and sides of head 
greyish white with blackish fringes, obsolete on throat and belly. Under tail-coverts 
buff. Median and lesser coverts with indistinct pale tips which are more marked 
on the greater coverts. Postjuvenal moult of body, lesser and median coverts. 

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
&  73-77 14-16 c. 17 57-60 mm

9 9 75-77 14-16 c. 17 55-58 mm
(SA)

Weight 13 c? 9 (Apr.-May, in summer quarters) 12-16 (av. 13*3) g — SA. 
colours of bare pa rts . Iris dark brown. Bill: upper mandible brown, lower 

pale flesh-colour; mouth yellow and pink. Legs and feet brownish plumbeous; 
claws homy brown.

1410. F e r ru g in o u s  F ly c a tc h e r • Mtiscicapa ferruginea (Hodgson)

Hemichelidonferruginea Hodgson, 1845, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 32
(Nepal)

Hemichelidon rujilata Swinhoe, 1860, Ibis: 57 (Amoy, Fukien, China) 
Hemichelidon ferruginea russata Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst.
Regional Exploration, No. 1: 13 (Kohima, Naga Hills)

Baker, FBI No. 635, Vol. 2: 206 
Plate 80, fig. 4, facing p. 176

local name. Dang-chim-pa-pho (Lepcha). 
size. Sparrow  —; length c. 13 cm  (5 in .).
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FEEUD c h a r a c t e r s . Above, head blackish brown w ith a conspicuous 
whitish eye-nng. Back rusty brown. Lower rum p ferruginous. Tail chestnut. 
W ings blackish brown, m argins o f tertials and  tips of greater coverts con
spicuous pale rufous. Below, chin, th roat and  centre of belly white. Breast 
olive-brown w ith dark  centres to the feathers giving a  spotted effect. Rest 
o f underparts ochraceous. Sexes alike.

Distinguished from all other brow n flycatchers except M . poliogenys (1436) 
by its rusty belly. T h e  la tte r has an  olive-brown back and tail, no rufous 
edges on wing, a  whitish belly, a  pale ochraceous breast and  a  less noticeable 
pale  grey eye-ring.

sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . Probably only a  sum m er visitor or 
a ltitud inal m igran t in  the  central and  eastern H im alayas from April to 
O ctober; generally scarce, only noted as common (and breeding) by 
O sm aston in  the D arjeeling district. Occurs from central N epal (Sheopuri 
ridge, 2400 m  Proud, JB N H S 61:534;  Bigu, 3300 m  east-central Nepal —
Diesselhorst, 1968: 253) east through Daijeeling, Sikkim, Bhutan and 
N E FA  (U pper Subansiri —  Ludlow, Ibis 1944: 193) from 1800 to 3300 m, 
m ostly above 2400 m . Also Assam in  the K hasi and  Gachar hills breeding 
m ostly betw een 1200 and  1800 m  (Baker), the D ibrugarh  district (Cripps, 
SF 11: 106), the M izo Hills and  N agaland near K ohim a (Koelz, loc. cit. 
above) and  M an ipur near Aimole, 1800 m  (H um e). W inter status unclear. 
According to Baker, apparen tly  a  resident in  Assam while c other birds 
scatter far and  wide during  the  w inter 9; these m ay well be visitors from the 
H im alayas o r extralim ital regions. O btained  by M einertzhagen a t c. 1350 m  
in  the  Sikkim foothills in  w inter. Affects forest o f fir or oak (Himalayas), 
hum id  stunted  oak forest and  dense m ixed jungle (Assam).

Extralimital. Southeast T ibet, northern  Burm a and  western China, 
w intering in  the  Indochinese countries, Burm a, M alaysia and Indonesia.

m ig r a t io n . No data . Arrives on its breeding grounds in April. O btained 
a t  Nellore in  M arch , p robably  a  straggler.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . T ypical o f the brown flycatchers; frequents mostly the 
lower parts o f the  tall tree canopy, m aking sallies for insects from a bare 
b ranch  re tu rn ing  to the same perch; sometimes doing this for hours. Very 
quiet, re tiring  and  crepuscular. 

f o o d . Chiefly dipterous insects. 
v o ic e  and  c a l l s . U nrecorded. V ery silent.
b r e e d in g . Season, Ju n e  to  Ju ly . Nest, a  neat cup of moss and  lichen, 

lined w ith rootlets; placed on projections, na tu ra l or caused by broken 
branches, near the trunk  o f a  tree, or on a branch, betw een three and 
fifteen m etres above the g round ; very difficult to find as they are generally 
placed in or on the moss w ith which they are built. Eggs, 2 or 3, very m uch 
like those o f Af. sibirica (1405). Average size o f nine eggs 17*9 X 13*6 m m  
(Baker). Incubation  by both  sexes; period undeterm ined.

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters. For details of plumage see Baker, 
loc. cit.

Y o u n g ,  upperparts brown with ochraceous spots; head more dusky with paler 
streaks. Underparts ochraceous with dark margins on breast; throat whitish with 
dark margins. 

measurements

Wing cTcf1 69-72 ; 9 9 63—70 mm (Koelz)
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Bill from skull 11; tarsus 12; tail 47 mm (MD)
Weight 1 9  12 g (GD).
colours OF BARE parts. Iris brown. Bill blackish brown, flesh to yellow a t base 

of lower mandible. Legs and feet pale flesh.

[The Pied Flycatcher Muscicapa hypoleuca tomensis Jo hansen  m ay be a  
scarce m igrant in  W est Pakistan. A ccording to  Briggs (JB N H S 32: 749)
* a  few birds indistinguishable from  the British species pass th rough  Peshaw ar 
alm ost every spring. Earliest an d  latest dates seen F eb ruary  18 a n d  M arch  
30. T he  only year I have seen the  species in  a u tu m n  was in  1925 w hen  a  
pa ir fed in  m y com pound alm ost every d ay  from  O ctober 31 till I  left 
Peshawar on Ja n u a ry  11.* No specim en has ever been ob ta ined  w ith in  o u r 
limits.

This subspecies breeds in western S iberia from  the U rals to  th e  Yenisey 
and  migrates through southw estern Asia to  trop ical Africa.

f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . M a l e  in  spring: above b lack w ith  a  w hite  forehead 
and  a  large w hite w ing-patch. Below entirely  w hite.

In  the field can be told a t a  glance from  m ale o f L ittle  P ied F lycatcher 
(1419) by its conspicuous w hite forehead an d  absence o f b ro ad  w hite  super
ciliary stripe.

F e m a l e  and  m a l e  in au tu m n : very sim ilar to  M . parva (1411) fem ale, 
bu t distinguished by  the conspicuous w ing-patch. G all-note alm ost con
stantly  u ttered  on m igration, a  sharp  whit.]

M u s c ic a p a  p a r v a  Bechstein 

Key to the Subspecies
A Throat orange-rufous

1 Rufous of throat meeting white of belly.............. M . p. parva &
2 Rufous of throat separated from buff belly by ashy breast M . p. albicilla &

B Throat whitish
3 Breast pale brown...........................I ..............................M . p. albicilla 9
4 Breast buffish..................  M .  p. parva 9

1411. W estern  R ed b reasted  F ly ca tch e r. Muscicapa parva parva Bechstein

Muscicapa parva Bechstein, 1794, Allg. liber Vog. 2: 356 (Thiiringerwald) 
Baker, FBI No. 638, Vol. 2: 210

local names. Tuna (Hindi); Yeepidippan (Tamil).
s iz e . Sparrow  — ; 13 cm  (5 in .).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . M a l e  (a d u lt) : pale  b row n above, w ith  w hite  

patches a t e ither side of basal h a lf  o f black ta il p rom inently  displayed by  
frequent upw ard  flicks o f ta il; chin  and  th ro a t orange-rufous, rest o f u n der
parts white. T a il usually carried  erect like a  rob in ’s, w ith  the  wings p a rtly  
drooping a t the sides.

F e m a l e  has a  whitish th ro a t an d  buffy breast.
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M ale M . p . albicilla (1412) has a  smaller throat-patch  separated from the 
cream -coloured belly by a  grey breast. Fem ale and  first-winter male not 
distinguishable in  the field.

In  adu lt m ale K ashm ir R edbreasted Flycatcher (1413) th roat and  breast 
bordered w ith black; ad u lt female and  young m ale darker above, bu t not 
separable from those o f M . p . albicilla in  the field.

STATUS, d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . A  widespread w inter visitor and 
passage m igrant. W inters from  the western H im alayan foothills (Chitral 
an d  K ohat to D ehra  D un) south to Baluchistan, Sind, through G ujarat 
(including K ath iaw ar and  K utch), M aharash tra  and  M ysore; m ore common

Muscicapa parva

I  30

2 ^ 1  Breeding range i ,  2 Winter 1 Winter 2

1 parva ( 1411). 2 albicilla (1412).

in  the western and  central Peninsula b u t has been recorded in  W est Bengal, 
western East Pakistan (Rashid) an d  has straggled to the Ja lpaigu ri duars. 
In  no rthern  In d ia  a n d  W est Pakistan it is m ore comm on as a  passage m igrant 
and  has been recorded only as such in  L adakh, K ashm ir and  northern  
Baluchistan. Affects groves, forest plantations, orchards, u rban  gardens 
w ith large trees, etc. M ay  be seen in scrub on m igration.

Extralimital. Breeds in  eastern Europe and  Russia to the U rals and  the 
southern Caspian region. O n  passage m igration through Afghanistan in 
au tum n and  spring.

m ig r a t io n . Arrives in  the northw est a t  the end o f August bu t the bulk 
o f au tum n  passage takes place in  Septem ber and  O ctober and  m ay last till 
Novem ber. Spring passage starts in  M arch, reaches its peak in April, some 
individuals still being seem in M ay. A dult males are  the first to leave, females 
and  im m atures following two or three weeks later.



g e n e r a l  h a b it s . U sually keeps singly, sometimes in  com pany w ith  
o ther species. M akes short darts for insects from  the lower branches o f trees 
and  flits from bough to bough, sometimes hovering m om entarily  before a 
flower or sprig. Frequently  descends to  the  g round  from  an  overhanging 
branch and  w ith a  couple o f sm art upw ard  flicks o f the  cocked tail picks 
up  an  insect and  flits back to its perch. P artia lly  crepuscular, often haw king 
well into the dusk.

f o o d . Insects, chiefly mosquitoes an d  midges.
v o ic e  and  c a l l s . A  double tick-tick o r click-click u tte red  w ith  a  je rk ing  

o f the tail and  tw itching o f wings; a  harsh, ja rr in g  alarm -note, an d  a  p la in 
tive phwee-phwee-phwee o r weeit, weeit, weeit as o f an  unoiled bicycle wheel.

b r e e d in g . E xtra lim ita l; largely as in  1413.
M useum D iagnosis. Adult m a l e  differs from albicilla in having darker and more 

extensive rufous on throat. F e m a l e  distinguished mainly by the dark brown, v• 
black tail.

F i r s t - w i n t e r  male and female have brown ear-coverts; chin and throat 
whitish, breast and flanks greyish buff. Some first-summer males are similar to females 
while some have a variable amount of rufous on throat. Young in autumn differs 
from adult female by buff spots on wing.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
cftfi 64-72 12-14 17-18 47-54 mm
9 9 64-71 12-13 c. 17 48-54 mm

(HW, SA)
Weight 3 oo? (October) 10-10*5 g (SA). 5 cfcf (spring) 10-13 g (Paludan, 

Afghanistan).
colours of bare  parts. Iris brown. Bill brown, paler at base of lower mandible. 

Legs and feet dark brown.

1412. E astern  R ed b reasted  F ly catch er. Muscicapa parva albicilla Pallas
Muscicapa Albicilla Pallas, 1811, Zoogr. Rosso-Asiat. 1: 462, Aves, pi. 1

(Dauria)
Baker, FBI No. 639, Vol. 2: 211 
Plate 79, fig. 1, facing p. 160

local names. Turra (Hindi); Chatki (Bengali); Terra eda pitta (Telugu); Pdttuk 
kuruvi, Chuvappunencha kuruvi (Malayalam, Tamil).

s iz e . Sparrow  —; 13 cm  (5 in .).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . As in  1411 b u t rufous restricted  to  th ro a t; b reast 

grey; tail black, also w ith  w hite patches on e ither side o f basal half. Fem ale 
and  young m ale no t distinguishable.

M ale R ustybreasted Flycatcher (1418) is slaty  above; its fem ale has the  
tail pale brow n, nearly  concolorous w ith  the  back, an d  lacks any  w hite. 
Fem ale L ittle  Pied (1419) is sim ilar b u t sm aller, an d  also w ithou t any  
w hite on base o f tail.

sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . A  w idespread w in ter visitor an d  
passage m igrant. Com m on in  N E FA  (A bor, M ir* a n d  D afla  hills), B hu tan  
and  Sikkim foothills, N epal up  to  c. 1500 m ; Assam, N agaland , M an ip u r,
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East Pakistan, W est Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, eastern M adhya Pradesh, A ndhra 
Pradesh, becom ing scarcer farther south and  west: recorded in  Tam il 
N adu, R am esw aram  Island, K erala  (up to 2100 m ), Mysore, W estern 
G hats in M aharash tra , U tta r  Pradesh and, as a  straggler, in  the K angra 
district. H as bred in  the D achgam  Valley (Ladakh, 1800 m) according to 
W ard  (JBN HS 17: 480). Affects groves, orchards, bush-and-scrub jungle.

Extralimital. Breeds from the U rals to K am chatka. W inters in  Burma* 
T hailand , and  the Indochinese countries.

m ig r a t io n . M igrates m ostly through C hina though some birds m ay 
m igrate west of central Asia, as it has been recorded in Afghanistan. Arrives 
in  its w inter quarters in Septem ber, leaves in A pril ; some belated m igrants 
m ay  still be seen in  M ay.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s  an d  f o o d . As in  1411.
v o ic e  and  c a l l s . As in  1411; a  long, somewhat squeaky sub-song m ay 

be heard  in  w inter (Nichols).
b r e e d in g . Said to have nested in  L adakh (W ard, above). T he reported 

nest, taken  on 28 M ay, was a  tiny  cup of green d ry  moss, lined w ith soft 
h a ir and  placed beside a  stone, h a lf h idden in  a  shallow hollow in  a  stone 
wall. Eggs, pale sea-green or pale pink m ore or less profusely covered with 
pinkish brow n. Size, c. 17-5 X 12-8 mm.

M useum D iagnosis. Male differs from parva (1411) in having the rufous of throat 
pale and more restricted; breast ashy, belly buff. Females and first-winter males 
are distinguished from those of parva by the colder, greyer brown of the upperparts, 
and the black (v. dark brown) upper tail-coverts and tail; underparts whiter suffused 
with grey on breast, instead of creamy white suffused with buff.

Postjuvenal moult does not include tertiaries, greater and primary coverts, and 
wing-quills which remain from juvenile dress. This feature distinguishes juvenile 
from adult female (HW). 

measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

cfcf ' 66-72 13—14 c. 17 50-53 mm
9 9 67—71 13—14 $.17 48—53 mm

(HW)
Weight 1 juv. o? (Sept.) 11*5; 1 &  9 g (SDR).
colours of bare parts. Iris hazel-brown. Bill brownish black, lower mandible 

paler; mouth lemon-yellow and pink. Legs and feet blackish brown.

1413. K a s h m i r  R e d b re a s te d  F ly c a tc h e r . Muscicapa subrubra
H a rte rt & Steinbacher1

Muscicapa parva subrubra Hartert & Steinbacher, 1934, Vog. pal.
Fauna, Erganzungsband: 233. New name for Siphia hyperythra 

Cabanis, 1866, Jour. f. Om. 14: 391 (Ceylon) nec Muscicapa hyperythra Blyth
Baker, FBI No. 140, Vol. 2: 212 

local name. Turra (Hindi).

a 1 We agree with Whistler (1932, JBNHS 36: 81) that the characters of subrubra are suffi
ciently distinct from parva to separate the two as species. Desfayes points out (pers. comm.) 
that the situation is comparable to the species Prunella immaculata o. P. modularise or Erithacus 
pectoral is v. E . calliope and deserves placing in a superspecies rather than being relegated to 
subspecific rank.
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s iz e . Sparrow  —; length c. 13 cm  (5 in .).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . M a l e  (adult). Above, d ark  grey-brow n; ta il blackish 

brown, white on either side o f basal half, this feature rendered  conspicuous 
by constant flicking of the cocked tail. Below, th roa t, breast an d  u p p er belly 
deep rufous-chestnut edged w ith black; lower belly white.

F e m a l e  (adult) darker than  th a t o f M . parva an d  w ith  a  variable  am oun t 
o f rufous on breast.

The black-edged rufous-chestnut underparts identifies the  m ale. Fem ale 
distinguished from th a t o f o ther flycatchers by  the  blackish b row n tail, 
darker than  back, w ith white on sides o f basal half.

status, d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . Breeds com m only in  N W . H im alayas 
in  summer, in  K ashm ir and  the P ir P an jal range betw een c. 1800 to  2400 m ; 
breeding recorded as high as 2700 m  (Bates). Affects tem pera te  m ixed

Muscicapa subrubra, M. westermanni, M . nigrorufo

|60 I70 8 0 ^ ^  90 j

Distributional ranges

I M . subrubra (1413), breeding. M . subrubra (1413), winter.

11111 M . w. collini (1419). 11I11H1H1 M . w. australorientis (1420).
IB  M. nigrorufa (1427).

forest of hazel, w alnut, cherry, willow, etc. especially w here there  is a dense 
grow th of Perrottia. W inters in  Ceylon from  O ctober to M arch  th roughou t 
the hills above c. 750 nf. H ere  i t  frequents gardens, tea  estates, borders o f 
forest, etc.

m ig r a t io n . Arrives on its breeding grounds in  the  second h a lf  o f A pril, 
leaves in  Septem ber. M igrates th rough  the  Peninsula in  Septem ber an d  
O ctober, b u t very few records: K ang ra  d istric t (P un jab ), D hu lia  (north- 
western Miaharashtra) and  Secunderabad (A ndhra). O n  spring  passage,



recorded a t D arbhanga (Bihar), K athm andu  (Nepal —  Proud) and near 
Mussooree. O btained  a t C hakrata  (Dehra D un district) on 17 Ju n e  (Meinertz- 
hagen). '

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . V ery sim ilar to those of M . parva. Takes a  great part 
of its food when flitting from one perch to another under the shade of leafy 
foliage, mostly w ithin about six metres from the ground. Appears to visit 
the ground m ore often in  its jvinter quarters, hopping about in search of 
insects. Jerks its tail well above the  back, a t the same tim e flicking the 
wings and  u ttering  a  curious little creaking rattle. 

f o o d . Insects.
v o ic e  an d  c a l l s . A  sharp chack while flitting abou t; a  subdued bu t 

harsh purr accom panying the flicking of wings and  tail. Full song in breeding 
season, sweet, loud and  robin-like b u t short (Bates); in  its w inter quarters, 
in  Ceylon described as consisting of a  single whistled note chip-chip-chip 
followed by a  ra ttling  note, u ttered  quite  freely (H enry).

b r e e d in g . Season, second h a lf o f M ay and  June . Nest, m ade o f dead 
leaves, moss and  strips o f bark, and  lined w ith ha ir and  a  few feathers; 
placed in  holes. L ittle  holes in small trees, often only about one m etre above 
the ground, are  m ost favoured; o ther nests m ay be found up  to twelve metres. 
Eggs, 4 or 5, sometimes 3, very pale green, speckled w ith pale reddish brown, 
m ostly around  the large end. Average size o f 50 eggs 16-1 x  12-3 m m  
(Baker) and  o f 36 eggs 16-6 x  12*5 m m  (Osmaston).

M useum D iagnosis. Adult male differs from that of parva not merely in the 
darker colour of upperparts and deeper chestnut of the breast with its black border, 
but also in the sequence of plumages and wing formula: 2nd primary  (as.) equal 
to or usually shorter than 7th instead of always longer. First-winter male resembles 
adult male rather than female as in parva and albicilla. The young female likewise 
agrees in resembling the adult by having much rufous wash on the breast.

Y o u n g ,  much darker brown than in parva, but similarly spotted with buff; 
tail blackish instead of brown.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
7 cfcf 65-70 12-13 18-19 49-54 mm
^ 9  67 13 18 50 mm

(HW)
Weight 15 9 (Apr.-May) 9-12 (av. 10-4) g — SA.
colours of bare parts. M a l e .  Iris brown. Bill brown, lower mandible yellow; 

mouth yellow. Legs and feet sooty brown; soles dull olive. F e m a l e .  Bill dark 
brown, basal half of lower mandible yellowish. Legs and feet black (HW).

1414. O ra n g e g o rg e te d  F ly c a tc h e r . Muscicapa strophiata strophiata
(Hodgson)

Siphia Strophiata Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Rev. 1 (12): 651-2 (Nepal)
Muscicapa strophiata euphonia Koelz, 1939, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 52: 67

(Kulu, Kangra Dt, Punjab)
Baker, FBI No. 636, Vol. 1: 208 
P la te  81, fig. 1, facing  p. 192 

local  names. Siphya (Nepal); Phatt-tagrak-pho (Lepcha). 
s iz e . Sparrow ; length c. 13 cm  (5 in .).

F L Y C A T C H E R S  159



f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . M a l e  (adult). Above, forehead w hite; upperparts 
olive-brown. T ail black, w hite on e ither side o f basal half. 

A Below, an  orange-rufous pa tch  on lower th ro a t su rrounded  byAM, dark slaty on breast, sides o f neck an d  head, an d  by  black on
upper th roat and  chin. Belly ashy, g radually  becom ing w hite 

N jk  on ven t; flanks olive-brown.
""" F e m a l e  (adu lt), frequently  wears a  p lum age identical w ith

x 1 th a t of m ale; in true  fem ale dress, has a  pa le r and  sm aller 
gorget; chin and  th roat ashy.

Sim ilar tail pa ttern  to parva (1411) m isleading a t  a  flashing glimpse, b u t 
com bined w ith  w hite forehead always diagnostic.

sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  an d  h a b it a t . R esident, a ltitud ina l a n d  p a rtia l 
m igrant, uncom m on west o f N epal. T he  H im alayas from  K a n g ra  a n d  the  
upper Indus V alley (Rupshu) east th rough  N epal, Sikkim, B hu tan  a n d  
NEFA, then  south through N agaland  an d  M an ipur. O bserved in  M ay  a n d  
Ju n e  in the Barail R ange around  1800 m . Breeds betw een 2400 a n d  3600 m  
in  the western H im alayas, possibly h igher in  N epal (recorded a t  3950 m  
by Diesselhorst); from  2700 and  3700 m  in  B hutan , a n d  betw een 2500 a n d  
3000 m  in  the eastern ranges south to M t V ictoria. W inters from  the  foothills 
to  2400 m  and  spreads ou t sparingly in  the  hills south o f the  B rah m ap u tra  to  
the C hittagong H ill T racts. Affects forest o f oak, rhododendron , conifers, 
birch and  m ixed species; m ay be seen in  high forest w ith  little  undergrow th  
as well as thick brushw ood in  open forest. In  w inter frequents shady forest, 
especially along the  edges, by tracks a n d  in  clearings.

Extralimital. W estern and  n o rth ern  B urm a, N . T h a ilan d  a n d  south
western C hina; ano ther subspecies in  cen tra l V ie tnam . W inters in  the  
Indochinese subregion.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . Found solitary o r in  pairs, usually  flitting from  bush  
to bush o r launching aerial sallies from  a  bare  b ran ch  o r a  fallen log. A t 
times m ay be seen high up  in  trees o r descending to  the  g round  a fte r an  
insect. F light and  habits likened to a  rob in ’s; also very  sim ilar to  those o f 
R edbreasted Flycatcher (1411, 1412). C onstantly  jerks u p  its cocked ta il 
and  flicks it open, flashing the  conspicuous black-and-w hite  p a tte rn .

f o o d . Insects.
v o ic e  an d  c a l l s . A larm -note, a  croaking churr. C all-note a  low  tik-lik  

o r a  single pink constantly u ttered . Song, short, spirited, typically  flycatcher 
—  * a  triple noted tin-ti-ti, the  first syllable m etallic  a n d  far carry ing , th e  tw o 
others soft and  audible only a  few yards * (P roud).

b r e e d in g . Season, from  the  beginning o f A pril (M t V ictoria) th rough  
M ay and June . Nest, a  loose cup o f moss an d  rootlets, lined  w ith  finer roo t
lets, papery bark , and  a  few feathers. M ay  be p laced  on the  g round  on a  
sloping bank, or in  a  hole o r crevice o f a  tree up  to  ab o u t th ree  m etres,

PLATE 79
1 Muscicapa p. albicilla, Redbreasted Flycatcher (1412), c? imm. 2 Terpsiphone p. 
saturatior, Paradise Flycatcher (1463), cf ad., 2a subadult. 3 Muscicapa r. rube- 
culoides, Bluethroated Flycatcher (1440), <f, 3a 9 • 4 Culicicapa c. calockrysea, Grey
headed Flycatcher (1448). 5 Muscicapa t. thalassina, Verditer Flycatcher (1445),
6 Monardia a. styani, Blacknaped Monarch Flycatcher (1465), <f>, 6a $ . 7 Rhipidura 
a. burmanica, Whitebrowed Fan tail Flycatcher (1453).
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sometimes up  to six metres from the ground. Eggs, 3 or 4, white. Average 
size of 23 eggs 18-1 X 13-5 m m  (Baker). O ther details of breeding biology 
no t recorded.

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters. Tail-feathers pointed as e.g. in Orange- 
flanked Bush Robin (1655). West Himalayan birds are slightly paler clinally.

Y o u n g ,  upperparts with ochraceous spots, narrower about the head; tail as 
in adult. Breast pale ochraceous with blackish edges, obsolete on throat. Lower 
belly whitish.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
cfc? 69-80 12-14 19-22 53-63 mm

(mostly 72-75)
$ 9 67-77 12-14 19-21 55-58 mm

(BB, SA)
Weight tfc?  10-14; 9 9 11-13 g (SDR, SA). 7 & &  11-14; 4 9 9 12-15 g (GD). 
colours of bare parts. Iris brown. Bill black. Legs, feet and claws homy 

brown.
M u s c ic a p a  m o n il e g e r  (Hodgson)

K ey to  th e Subspecies
Supercilium fulvous.................................................. Af. m. monileger
Supercilium white...........................................................M. m. leucops

1415. Himalayan Whitegorgeted Flycatcher. Muscicapa monileger
monileger (Hodgson)

Dimorpha monileger Hodgson, 1845, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 26 (Nepal) 
Baker, FBI No. 669, Vol. 2: 244 
P la te  80, fig . 6, facing p. 176

local name. Phatt-tagrak-pho (Lepcha). 
s iz e . Sparrow  —; length c. 11 cm  (4£ in .).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . A  short-tailed brow n flycatcher w ith a  white gorget 

bordered w ith  black. Above, olive-brown; tail ferruginous;

«
/ / short, b road , fulvous supercilia alm ost m eeting on forehead. 
I j  Below, olive-brown w ith an  alm ost triangular white throat- 
5/ pa tch  bordered w ith black; centre o f belly whitish. Sexes

sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . Scarce resident, from 
central N epal (R and  & Fleming) east through Daijeeling, 

X Cm Sikkim, B hutan, and  into N EFA  probably to the D ihang river;
from  the foothills to  c. 2000 m . Affects dense bush jungle, scrubby ravines 
in broken country  or thick undergrow th in tropical forest. 

g e n e r a l  h a b it s , fo o d  and  v o ic e . As in  1416, q .v , 
b r e e d in g . U nknow n; probably  as in  1416.
M useum D iagnosis. Differs from leucops by the fulvous, not white, supercilium.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from feathers)

c? 9 60-65 c. 10 c. 23 45-50 mm
(Baker)

ll
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colours OF BARE parts. Iris brown. BiU dark homy brown, paler at base
(all black in breeding season). Legs and feet fleshy white; claws paler.

1416. Assam Whitegorgeted Flycatcher. Muscicapa monileger leucops
(Sharpe)

Digenea leucops Sharpe, 1888, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 246 (Shillong)
Baker, FBI No. 671, Vol. 2: 245

local name. Inrephatki (Kacha Naga).
siz e . Sparrow —; length c. 11 cm (4£ in .) .
FIELD c h a r a c t e r s . As in 1415 bu t supercilia white.
status, d is t r ib u t io n  and h a b it a t . U ncom m on resident, N E FA  in 

the Mishmi Hills, south through N agaland, M anipur, the hills o f Assam and  
the Chittagong H ill T racts of East Pakistan; from  750 to 1800 m. Affects 
undergrow th in deep forest or dense bush-and-bam boo jungle.

Extralimital. Adjacent hills o f western Burm a. T he  species extends to 
northwestern T hailand; M . solitaris, often considered a  subspecies, com ple
ments the range in the M alay Peninsula, S um atra  an d  the  Indochinese 
countries.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . A retiring, solitary flycatcher feeding in  dense under
growth and thickets, usually w ithin a  m etre or so from  the ground. C aptures 
insects by m aking little sallies in  the air, occasionally taking them  on the 
ground. Often hops on the ground like a  shortwing. Spreads and  jerks its 
tail up  when perched.

Display. Flies into the a ir and  sails down to its perch, feathers all fluffed 
out and  head throw n back, displaying thus its w hite gorget (Baker).

fo o d . Insects.
v o ic e  and  c a l l s . c H as a  weak b u t p leasant little  song ’ (Baker) and  

some chattering notes (Ludlow ).
b r e e d in g . Season, end of April an d  M ay. Nest, g lobular, loosely bu ilt 

of grass, leaves and  sometimes a  little moss, and  lined w ith  very fine grass 
stems. Usually placed on a  sloping bank  overgrown w ith  vegetation, some
times in  dense bushes a  few centim etres from  the ground. Eggs, norm ally  4, 
white w ith small freckles and  blotches varying in  colour from  pinkish red  to 
reddish brown, forming a  ring around  the large end. Average size o f 24 eggs 
18*2 X 13-8 m m  (Baker). Incubation  by bo th  sexes; period undeterm ined.

M useum D iagnosis. Differs from nominate monileger by the white (v. fulvous) 
supercilium.

Y o u n g .  Above, dark brown, streaked with fulvous; below, dull fulvous, mottled 
on the breast with dark brown.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
3 63-66 — — — mm

(Stresemann)
1 9 62 14 20 45 mm

(MD)
Weight 1 9  11 g (SDR).
colours of bare parts. As in 1415.
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1417. Rufousbreasted Blue Flycatcher. Muscicapa hyperythra hyperythra
Blyth

M . (uscicapa) hyperythra Blyth, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11: 885, new name for 
D.{imorpha) superciliaris Blyth, 1841, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11: 190 

(Darjeeling), nee M . superciliaris Jerdon, 1840 
Baker, FBI No. 643, Vol. 2: 217 
P la te  80, fig . 5, fa c in g  p . 176 

lo c a l  n a m e . None recorded. 
s iz e . S p arro w  — ; leng th  c. 11 cm  (4 i  in .).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . M a l e  (ad u lt) . Above, slaty  b lue w ith  a  conspicuous 

w hite  supercilium . F o rehead  a n d  cheeks black. T a il blue-black, w hite a t 
base b u t this ch a rac te r n o t conspicuous. Below, ch in  b lack ; rest orange-rufous.

M a y  be easily confused w ith  b o th  th e  In d ia n  Blue C h a t (1650), slightly 
larger, a n d  R ustybellied  Shortw ing  (1636) a b o u t sam e size, w hich a re  
a lm ost iden tica l in  co lo u r-p a tte rn  a n d  behav iou r b u t keep m ore to the  
g round . B lue C h a t differs in  hav in g  th e  supercilium  longer, ex tend ing  well 
b eh in d  eye; S hortw ing  has the  supercilium  equally  short w ith  the  flycatcher 
b u t less p ro m in en t, a n d  its legs a re  longer.

F e m a l e .  Above, o live-b row n; supercilium  a n d  eye-ring fulvous. Below, 
o range-rufous, d u lle r th a n  in  th e  m ale. Som e b reed ing  fem ales have no  
rufous on  breast.

D istinguished  from  o th er sim ilar-looking b row n  flycatchers a n d  robins 
by  th e  fulvous supercilium  in  con junction  w ith  the  rufous underparts.

s t a t u s , d is t r ib u t io n  a n d  h a b it a t . R esiden t, subject to  vertical m ove
m en ts; th e  H im alayas from  K u m ao n  (JB N H S 32: 796) th rough  N epal, 
Sikkim , B h u tan  a n d  N E F A  to  th e  M ishm i H ills, N agaland , M an ip u r, an d  
A ssam  in  th e  C ach ar, K hasi a n d  G aro  hills. U ncom m on in  Assam  an d  
w est o f Sikkim . A ltitu d in a l d istribu tion  n o t satisfactorily know n. Breeds 
betw een  2100 a n d  3000 m  in  the  H im alayas, occasionally dow n to 1900 m  
(Sikkim ), pe rh ap s dow n to  1500 m  acco rd ing  to  Stevens. A rrives on its 
sum m er g rounds in  A p ril; w in ters in  the  foothills u p  to  c. 1700 m , in  the  
te ra i, d u a rs  a n d  over th e  p lains o f th e  B rah m ap u tra . In  Assam, breeds 
m ostly  above 1200 m  tho u g h  B aker observed it  in  M ay, J u n e  a n d  Ju ly  
a ro u n d  M a rg h e rita  a t 300-400 m . Affects dense p rim ary  forest w ith  lu x u rian t 
underg row th .

Extralim ital. A d jacen t hills o f  w estern  a n d  n o rth e rn  B urm a, an d  n o rthern  
T h a ila n d . T h e  species ranges th ro u g h o u t th e  Indochinese subregion, In d o 
nesia, T im o r, M oluccas, Celebes a n d  the  Philippines.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . U sually  keeps singly o r in  pairs low dow n in  bushes, 
sc rub , a n d  dense d an k  th ickets —  sam e facies as o f  Testa a n d  Pnoepyga 
w ren -babb lers —  flits am o n g  th e  b ranches o r runs ab o u t m ouse-like m oun t
ing  fallen  tree-stem s etc. flicking its ta il a n d  m ak ing  sallies after midges. 
O n  th e  g ro u n d  read ily  m istaken for a  shortw ing o r chat.

f o o d . C hiefly d ip te rous insects; once an  earthw orm  (Stevens). 
v o ic e  a n d  c a l l s . A  characteristic  sh o rt sweet percussive song o f Cettia 

q u a lity  (SA ). A lm ost a  w heeze, consisting o f four notes, th e  first, second 
a n d  fo u rth  on  the  sam e p itch , th ird  m uch  low er; there  is then  a  litd e  pause 
follow ed by  tw o notes resem bling  see-saw, the  first no te  m uch  h igher th an  
th e  second (Sm ythies).
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b r e e d in g . Season, A pril to Ju n e . Nest, a  smaU deep cup  (c. 65 m m  
diam eter X 65 m m  deep) o f green moss neatly  lined w ith  very fine moss 
roots or w ith black hair-like fibres and  a  few feathers; often un tid ily  d rap ed  
in  skeleton leaves, fragm ents o f bark , spiders’ egg-cases, etc. looking like a 
bunch of flotsam rubbish. Placed generally in  very w et an d  dense forest in  
holes in mossy banks, hollows in  tree-trunks or betw een boulders, or am ongst 
the exposed roots of a  tree, usually low dow n (once c. twelve m etres u p ) , 
sometimes w ithin a  lum p o f moss hanging from  a  b ran ch  o r am ongst a 
tangle o f leaves in  a  tw iner. Eggs, norm ally  4, pale  yellowish grey to deep 
pinkish red, m arked w ith  freckles o f deep red-brow n so num erous th a t the  
egg appears blotched or uniform ly reddish brow n. A verage size o f 40 eggs 
17-5 X 13-8 m m  (Baker); o f 3 eggs o f a  c /4  collected in  B hu tan  19-6 X 
15*2 m m ! (SA). Both sexes bu ild  the nest, incubate  a n d  feed the  young; 
incubation period undeterm ined.

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters. Casually confusable even in the hand 
with Brachypteryx hyperytkra (1636), but longer tarsus of latter, c. 28-30 mm (v. 18-20) 
will immediately clinch doubt.

Y o u n g .  Above, dark brown with ochraceous spots. Below, dull ochraceous with 
dark brown edges to feathers; lower belly dingy white. Tail of young male blackish, 
with white much more extensive than in adult, covering the basal two-thirds of either 
side.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
56-63 11-13 18-20 38-45 mm

9 9 56-60 11-13 18-19 37-41 mm
(BB, SDR, SA)

Weight 12 8-10; 7 9 9 8-10 g (SDR, SA).
colours of bare parts. Iris brown. Bill black. Legs and feet livid grey to 

fleshy; claws whitish grey.

1418. Rustybreasted Blue Flycatcher. Muscicapa hodgsonii (V erreaux)

Siphia hodgsonii Verreaux, 1871, Bull. Nouv. Arch. Mus. Hist. Nat.
Paris 6: 34 (Chinese Tibet =  Paohing, eastern Sikang)

Muscicapa amabilis Deignan, 1947, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 60: 166.
New name for S. hodgsonii Verreaux, 1871, nec Nemura hodgsoni Moore, 1854

Baker, FBI No. 642, Vol. 2: 216
local name. Paon-pali (Tibetan).
SIZE. Sparrow  — ; length  c. 13 cm  (5 in .).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . M a l e  (adult). Above, slaty b lue; lores a n d  cheeks 

velvety black; tail blackish brow n, w ith  bases o f all b u t cen tra l p a ir  o f 
rectrices white. Below, th roat, b reast an d  flanks orange-rufous; low er belly 
an d  under tail-coverts buffish.

First-win ter m ale sim ilar to female. O ften breeds in  this c fem ale p lum age *.
F e m a l e .  Above, o live-brow n; a  pale eye-ring. Below, olive-buff, w hitish 

on belly.
M ay be confused w ith M . patva female b u t the la tte r has a  w hitish th roat- 

patch  and  a  black tail w ith w hite bases (v. p lain  brow n). M . leucomelanura
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female is smaller and  has a  rufous tail. M . westermanni has a  whitish throat 
and  grey back. M . poliogenys has a  whitish th roat and  fulvous breast.

sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  and h a b it a t . A ltitudinal m igrant, locally common 
From  central N epal (Proud, Biswas) east through Daijeeling, Sikkim* 
B hutan, N EFA  to the M ishmi Hills, N agaland, M anipur, and  Assam in 
the K hasi H ills; breeds between 2100 and  3900 m, mostly 2400-3600 m* 
in the K hasi Hills above 1200 m. W inters (O ctober to April) in  the foothills 
up  to c. 2000 m  and  apparently  in  the plains of East Pakistan fide Rashid. 
In  the breeding season affects mostly pine or fir forest; in Assam, oak and 
rhododendron; in  the non-breeding season keeps to dense forest, thick 
scrub, forest of large bam boo and tall trees, etc.

Extralimital. Extends to southwestern C hina and  Thailand.
GENERAL h a b it s . A quiet and  shy flycatcher. Catches most of its food 

in  the  air, circling ou t for insects from the canopy o f trees; occasionally or 
rarely  descends to the ground. Perches fairly upright. 

f o o d . Insects.
v o ic e  an d  c a l l s . Has a  clear, pleasant, robin-like song (Schafer); 

described by Ludlow  as c a  constant ripple of whistling notes *.
b r e e d in g . Season, m id A pril till Ju ly . Nest, a  cup o f green moss mixed 

w ith a  few dead leaves, scraps of roots and  lichen, and  lined with fine rootlets 
o r m usk-deer hair. Usually placed in hollows between rocks or stones on 
steep banks covered w ith  moss and  ferns, sometimes low down in a  moss- 
covered dead stum p, or on the ground under some exposed root. As in 
M . hyperythra, it  has also been found w ithin a  lum p of moss hanging from a  
branch. Eggs, norm ally 4, rarely  5, pale green to w arm  buff, stippled all 
over w ith  light reddish. Average size o f 40 eggs 17-8 X 13-4 m m  (Baker). 
Incubation  by both  sexes; period undeterm ined.

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters.
Y o u n g .  Above, dark brown with elongated ochraceous spots. Below, dull ochra- 

ceous with dark edges to the feathers, especially on breast; throat dingy white. 
measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

cFcT 68-74 c. 12 c. 16 56-58 mm
9 9 66-68 c. 12 c. 16 50-54 mm

(BB, Kinnear, Stevens)
Weight (one bird in brown plumage) 9 g (SDR). 1 c?1 11 g (SA). 
colours of bare parts. Iris deep brown. Bill black. Legs and feet dark brown 

(yellow in juvenile).

M u s c ic a p a  w e s t e r m a n n i (Sharpe)

K ey to th e Subspecies 
(Males not distinguishable)

Rump and edges of rectrices greyish................ . M . w. coUini 9
Rump and edges of rectrices more reddish..........M . w. australorientis 9
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1419. Western Little Pied Flycatcher. Muscicapa westermanni colhm
Rothschild

.U VU 1Q9«; “R.ill Brit Om . Cl. 45: 90, substitute name for
S 3 S  S S R o “  19215; “ ool. 28: 48, .  < * «
i s S  New name for Musacapula melanoleuca Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. So<l Bengal 
12 : 940 (Nepal, Darjeeling), mt Muscicapa melanoleuca Forster, 1817, or Muscicapa

melanoleuca Gvildenstadt, 1775 
Baker, FBI No. 649 (part), Vol. 2: 224 

P late  80, fig. 7, facin g  p. 176

local name. Tuni-ti-ti (Lepcha).
s iz e . Sparrow  —; length c. 10 cm  (4 in .). ^
field characters. A  striking black a n d  w hite, sm all flycatcher.
M a l e  (adult). Above, black w ith  a  conspicuous w hite  supercihum  from  

lores to nape, a  large white w ing-patch, and  w hite basal sides o f tail.
F e m a l e .  Above, olive-brown; a  pale w ing-bar. U p p e r tail-coverts b rig h t 

rufous-brown. Below, th roat whitish, rest smoky w hite.
A passable m iniature o f M . rujicauda (1409). V ery  sim ilar to  fem ale M . 

leucomelanura (1424) w hich has a  rufous tail, huffish b reast a n d  no  w ing-bar. 
Easily confused also w ith  female M . sitperciliaris (1421) w hich is distinguished 
only by the grey upperparts and  u p p er tail-coverts, an d  lack o f w ing-bar. 
Fem ale M . porta (1411) has a  blackish tail, w hite a t  base, a n d  is a  w in ter 
guest or passage m igrant.

sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . A ltitud inal an d  short-range m igran t, 
no t common. T he H im alayas from  central N epal to  Sikkim a n d  D arjeeling. 
Breeds betw een 1200 and  2500 m , locally u p  to 2700 m  (L ang tang  V alley, 
N epal —  Polunin), optim um  zone probab ly  a ro u n d  2000 m . W inters 
(O ctober to M arch) in  the foothills u p  to c. 1800 m , a n d  oyer the  plains 
as far as Surguja (northeastern M .P .), M an b h u m  (southern B ihar), M idna- 
pore (West Bengal) an d  East Pakistan m ostly west o f the  J a m u n a  an d  
Ganges (see m ap , p. 158). Affects deciduous or evergreen forest on steep 
hillsides. In  w inter frequents the  vicinity of well-wooded stream s.

general habits, food and  voice. As in  1420.
breeding. U nrecorded. P robably  as in  1420.
M useum D iagnosis. M a l e  not distinguishable from that of australorientis (1420). 

F e m a l e  tends to have a hazel-coloured shading on the forehead, lores and around 
the eye, merging into the brownish grey of the crown, nape and upper back. Rum p 
and edges of rectrices greyish drab, lacking the rufescent tones of the eastern race.

Y o u n g .  Above, with large, pale ochraceous spots. Wing-coverts brown with 
ochraceous tips, darker in male than in female; edges and tips of tertials fulvous 
white. Rest of wing and tail as in adult of corresponding sex. Below, white, the 
feathers fringed with black; belly and under tail-coverts white.

Postjuvenal moult includes body and all coverts except primary. F i r s t - y e a r  
birds usually not distinguishable from adults unless there are a  few unmoulted greater 
coverts.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
53-61 12-14 14-16 38-47 mm

9 9 53-60 12-13 14-16 40-43 mm
(BB, SA)
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colours of bare parts. Iris brown. Bill, legs and feet black.

1420. Eastern Little Pied Flycatcher. Muscicapa westermanni
australorientis Ripley

Muscicapa westermanni australorientis Ripley, 1952, Proc. Biol. Soc.
Washington 65: 72 (Phou Kobo, Laos)

Muscicapa westermanni indochinensis Ripley, 1952, Jour. Bombay nat.
Hist. Soc. 50: 507. Norn. nud. (cf. JBNHS 51: 272)

Cyomis westermanni exquisitus Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional 
Exploration, No. 1:14 (Karong, Manipur)

Baker, FBI No. 650, Vol. 2: 224

local name. Dao-put-ti-ti (Cachari).
size. Sparrow  —; length  c. 10 cm  (4 in .).
field characters. As in  1419, q.v.
status, distribution and  habitat. A ltitudinal and  short-range m igrant, 

locally comm on. B hutan, N EFA , the Patkai R ange, N agaland, M anipur 
and  Assam in  the  C achar and  K hasi hills. Breeds between 1200 and  2400 m. 
Arrives on its sum m er grounds in  M arch. W inters in  the foothills and  in 
the  plains o f Assam an d  East Pakistan south to D acca and  the Chittagong 
region (see m ap, p. 158). Affects dense evergreen forest; in  w inter also 
frequents lightly wooded open country, cultivation and  orchards.

ExtralimitaL Extends east to Y unnan  and  northern  V ietnam . T he 
species ranges throughout the Indochinese subregion, the Indonesian islands 
an d  the  Philippines.

general habits. In  the non-breeding season m ay be seen singly, in 
pairs o r in  small parties, often in  com pany w ith other small insectivorous 
species. Keeps m ostly am ong the crowns o f trees, ever on the move from 
tree to tree, m aking little fluttering flights from  one branch to another, 
catching m ost o f its food on the  wing b u t m aking few sorties outside the 
canopy; also takes insects from the crevices o f bark  and  from  the leaves. 
F light easy b u t less agile th an  th a t of m any flycatchers.

food. Insects.
voice an d  calls. Song, a  th in , high pi-pi-pi-pi followed by a  low rattle  

churr-r-r-r-r or pi-churr-r-r-r-pi-pi-pi-pi (Smythies). T he song m ay be heard  
even in  w inter (Baker). A  sub-song is described as c very soft w arbling notes 
interspersed fairly frequently by equally quiet grating notes* (Lister). 
Call-note, a  single, mellow tweet.

breeding. Season, A pril to Ju n e . Nest, a  small cup o f moss, moss-roots 
and  stems o f m aidenhair ferns, com pactly interwoven, the moss only showing 
outside, lined  w ith very fine hair-like rootlets. Placed on the ground, in 
hollows betw een stones, or under a  rock on steep hillsides or in  holes among 
exposed roots o f trees. Eggs, 3 or 4, w arm  buff, so densely covered with 
m inute  specks o f dark  reddish brow n th a t the ground colour can hardly 
be seen. Average size of 30 eggs 15*1 X 11 *9 m m  (Baker). Incubation  by 
bo th  sexes; period unrecorded.

M useum D iagnosis. F e m a l e  compared with 9 collini, less tinged with hazel on 
the lores and forehead, and lacking any of this colour on throat and upper breast.
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Head and nape darker, dark mouse-grey in tone; back washed with light tawny- 
olive. Rump and outer edges of rectrices vary from russet to chocolate-brown, 
distinctly brighter and more reddish thus than collini.

measurements and colours of bare  parts. As in 1419.
Weight 5 c f tf  5-7; 3 9  9 5 -8 g  (SA). 1 <? 10 g (SDR).

M u s c ic a p a  suPERCiLiARis Je rd o n  

K ey to  th e  Subspecies
Base of tail white................................................... M . s. sufierciliaris
No white in tail........................................................... M - *-

1421. W h ite b ro w e d  B lue  F ly c a tc h e r .  M u sc ic a p a  su p erc ilia ris  su p erc ilia ris
Je rd o n

M.(uscicapa) superciliaris Jerdon, 1840, Madras Jour. Lit. Sci. 11: 16
(Ajunta, N. Ghats)

Baker, FBI No. 647, Vol. 2: 221 
P la te  80, fig . 8, fa c in g  p . 176

local names. None recorded.
s iz e . Sparrow  —; length  c. 10 cm  (4 in .).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . M a l e  (adult). A b o ve , deep b lue w ith  a w h ite su p e r-  

cilium from  eye to nape, an d  a  w hite p a tch  on e ither side o f basal h a lf  o f 
tail. B e lo w , sides o f head an d  neck deep b lu e ; centre o f th ro a t, b reast an d  
whole belly white, the glistening w hite th ro a t especially arresting.

Distinguished from  the S laty Blue F lycatcher (1423) by  
A deeper blue upperparts, th e  b lue on sides o f b reast form ing

a  k r°k en pectoral band , an d  —  in  the  w estern H im alayas —  
by  the  conspicuous w hite supercilium .

F e m a l e .  A b o ve , m ouse-grey; ta il blackish, edged w ith  
blue. B e lo w , sides o f neck an d  b reast greyish w h ite ; cen tre  o f 

X f . l  th roat, breast a n d  whole belly glistening white.
D istinguished from  the very  sim ilar females o f w esterm a n n i 

(1419) and  leucom elanura (1423) by the  grey, n o t olive-brow n back ; the  la tte r  
has a  rufous, n o t blackish tail.

sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . C om m on sum m er visitor to  the  
western H im alayas; from  K o h a t (K u rram  V alley, b u t n o t recorded  n o rth  
o f the K abu l river in  N .W .F .P .) east th rough  the  M urree  hills, K ashm ir 
(south o f the m ain range) to K um aon. In terg rades w ith  a es tig m a  in  N epal. 
Breeds betw een 1800 an d  3000 m , op tim um  zone 2100-2500 m . Affects 
open, m ixed forests o f oak, rhododendron , p ine, fir, etc., occasionally 
orchards. W inters in  cen tral In d ia  from  D elhi south  to  n o rth ern  M a h a 
rash tra , southeastern M ysore, northw estern  A n d h ra  P radesh , O rissa, W est 
Bengal and  Bihar. W inter visitors to  the  last th ree  States m entioned  m ay  
well be, all or in  p art, from  N epal o r Sikkim since a  good percen tage o f this 
population also have a  w hite supercilium  a n d  w hite basal portion  o f ta il. A 
few birds w inter in  the H im alayan  foothills. Also ob tained  a t B ahaw alpur, 
W . Pakistan (no date). In  w inter frequents various types o f open deciduous 
forest, village groves, gardens and  orchards.

168 m u s c i c a p i n a e



m ig r a t io n . Arrives on its sum m er grounds in M arch and April, departs 
in  Septem ber though some birds m ay still be seen in O ctober while others 
leave a t the end of August. Leaves its w inter quarters in M arch.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . Usually singly, in w inter often in the mixed hunting 
parties. Keeps largely to the m iddle story of the forest (low trees and bushes) 
feeding m ostly am ong the foliage canopy, not venturing m uch into the open. 
Occasionally descends to the ground. Constantly jerks up  its tail, often 
accom panied by fluffing of head feathers and  trrr note, especially in proximity 
o f nest.

f o o d . Insects.
v o ic e  and  c a l l s . Song, an  oft-repeated che-cki-purr (Bates). Call-note, 

a  soft, repeated  tick . A larm -note, a  soft trrr .
b r e e d in g . Season, m iddle o f A pril to early Ju ly . N e s t , a  soft structure 

m ainly of fine moss w ith  some strips of bark  or fine grass, lined with hair 
and  rootlets; placed in  holes or clefts in trees, often ivy-covered, a t heights 
up  to seven m etres, or in a  depression in a  steep bank. O ne pair was found 
to have appropria ted  a  nest o f T rog lody tes. R eadily takes to nest-boxes in 
hill-station gardens. E g g s , 3 to 5, usually 4, olive greenish to dull stone- 
buff, densely freckled all over w ith reddish brow n or, in another type, 
m ostly a round  the  large end, form ing a  cap. Average size of 100 eggs 16 X 
12*2 m m  (Baker). Building o f nest and  incubation by  both sexes; period 
unrecorded.

M useum D iagnosis. Distinguished from the eastern population aestigma mainly 
by presence of white supercilium and white patches in the base of outer tail-feathers. 
See also 1422, under Museum Diagnosis. Owing to much intergrading single winter 
specimens of females of the two subspecies cannot be separated with certainty.

Y o u n g .  Above, with large fulvous white spots. Wing-coverts blackish tinged 
with blue (c?) or brownish (9  )> with fulvous white tips and edges of tertials. Wing 
and tail as in adult of corresponding sex. Below, whitish tinged with cream on breast, 
all feathers edged with black, producing a squamated effect.

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1422.
Weight 1 cf, 1 9 (Apr.-May) 8, 8 g — SA.

1422. L ittle  Blue-and-W hite F ly catch er. M u sc ica p a  superciliaris aestigm a
G ray

Muscicapa aestigma Gray, 1846, Cat. Mamms. Bds. Nepal: 90, 155. Ex Hodgson in 
Gray, Muscicapa Astigma [sfc], 1844, Zool. Misc.: 84, nom. nud. (Nepal)

Cyomis superciliaris cleta Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst.
Regional Exploration, No. 1:14 (Mawphlang, Khasi Hills)

Baker, FBI No. 648, Vol. 2: 223
local name. Tuni-ti-ti (Lepcha).
s iz e . Sparrow  —; length £.10 cm  (4 in.).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . As in  1421 b u t lacks white supercilium and white 

base o f ta il ; however, N epal an d  Sikkim birds and  those wintering south of 
these regions are  in term ediate and  m ay or m ay no t have any supercilium 
o r w hite on tail. M ales m ay be found breeding before acquiring full adult 
plum age.
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sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  and h a b it a t . U ncom m on sum m er visitor. N epal, 
Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA, from r. 2000 to  2700 m , locally up  to  3200 m  
(Diesselhorst, 1968; Bailey, JB N H S 24: 75); also Assam m  d ie  K h ^ i  an d  
C achar hills, N agaland and  M anipur, breeding m ostly above 1500 m . Afiects 
fairly open forest (oak and  rhododendron, pine, etc.), an d  open, bush-covered 
areas w ith or w ithout trees. H im alayan birds w inter in  the  plains as far 
as southern Bihar, W est Bengal and  all parts o f E ast Pakistan (R ash id ); 
a  specimen has been obtained from D arjeeling in  Ja n u a ry . M ovem ents o f 
Assam populations unknow n; p robably  also descend to the  plains.

Extralimital. Extends to southeastern T ibe t, Szechuan an d  Y unnan .
m ig r a t io n . No data . Probably  as in 1421.
g e n e r a l  h a b it s , fo o d  an d  v o ic e . As in  1421.
b r e e d in g . As in  1421.
M useum D iagnosis. Adult m a l e  separable from the western race (1421) by 

the absence of white supercilium and white patches in the base of outer tail-feathers. 
However, there is intergradation over a wide range (the whole of Nepal and Sikkim), 
and birds from these areas may or may not have any white in tail. Moreover, most 
males from the Himalayas have at least traces of a white supercilium. Eastern birds 
are a litde darker and particularly duller blue. Birds from Assam (Khasi Hills) 
show no trace of supercilium and no white in tail.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
60-66 12-14 15-17 42-48 mm

9 9 59-64 12-13 15-16 42-45 mm
(BB, SA)

colours of bare parts. Iris dark brown. Bill black; mouth pinkish grey. Legs 
and feet brownish black; claws black.

M u s c ic a p a  l e u c o m e l a n u r a  (Hodgson)
K ey  to  th e  Su bsp ecies

Page
A Underparts white and grey........................................... M . Z. leucomelanura 170
B Underparts tinged with rufous

1 Female darker above, more fulvous below...........1. cerviniventris 172
2 Female paler above, less fulvous below................ ..........M . 1. minuta 172

1423. W estern  Slaty Blue F ly catch er. Muscicapa leucomelanura
leucomelanura (Hodgson)

Digenea leucomelanura Hodgson, 1845, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 26 (Nepal =  central 
hills of Nepal according to Gray & Gray, 1846, and Biswas, 1962, JBNHS 59: 812) 
D.(igenea) tricolor Hodgson, 1845, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 26 (Nepal). Preoccupied 

by Muscicapa tricolor Hartlaub, 1845, and Muscicapa tricolor Vieillot, 1818 
Cyomis tricolor notatus Whistler, 1930, Bull. Brit. Om . Cl. 50: 70

(Gund, Kashmir). [See Biswas, loc. cit. above.]
Baker, FBI No. 645 (part), Vol. 1:219 

P la te  81, fig. 3 , facin g  p. 192
local names. None recorded.
size. Sparrow  —; length c. 10 cm (4 in.).
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f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . M a l e  (adult). A bove, slaty blue, brighter on forehead 
T ail black, conspicuously white on either side of base, displayed by constant 
flicking. B elo w , sides of head and  th roat dark  slaty, almost black; throat 
white, rest of underparts greyish white.

Distinguished from  w esterm anni by slaty blue (v . black) upperparts and 
absence of b road  white supercilium.

F e m a l e .  A b o ve , olive-brown; tail rufous. B e lo w , buffish.
Separable from  the very similar females of w esterm anni and  superciliaris by 

the rufous tail. M .  rujicauda  is larger and  does not flick its tail. M ale often 
breeds in  * female * dress.

STATUS, d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . Com mon altitudinal m igrant. 
W estern H im alayas from the Indus river east to  central Nepal. W est of 
the  Indus river there is a  M arch  record from K ohat. Breeds between 1800 
and  3300 m , winters in  the foothills below 1200 m. Affects m ixed forest and 
well-wooded areas w ith p lenty  o f undergrow th. >

m ig r a t io n . Passage a t m id-elevations is leisurely and  takes place from 
the m iddle of F ebruary  till the end o f A pril; in au tum n from the end of Tuly 
till the end of Novem ber.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . M ore secretive and  restless than  most flycatchers; 
usually seen singly or in  pairs, frequenting low undergrow th and  lower 
branches o f trees, takes m uch of its food on the ground. Both its dem eanour 
and  notes are  rem iniscent of the  English Robin. Perches w ith wings droop
ing an d  often flicks its tail upwards.

f o o d . Insects.
v o ic e  and  c a l l s . A characteristic ee-tick  o f alarm  is a  good indication 

o f its presence in  undergrow th; also a  rap id  ee-tick -tick -tick -tick , each note 
accom panied by a  tail-flicking. For description o f song see 1425.

b r e e d in g . Season , M ay to Ju ly . N e s t ,  a  small cup of moss well lined w ith 
rootlets, h a ir and  an  occasional feather; placed in  a  degression in  a  bank, 
in  crevices in  boulders an d  trees, in  a  rift o f bark, in a  hole in  a  trunk  or 
wall, occasionally against trunks; w hen not on the ground, usually within 
a  couple o f m etres from  it, rarely  up  to six metres. E g g s , 3 or 4, pale pinkish 
cream , m inutely b u t densely speckled w ith pinkish red, sometimes forming 
a  ring  or cap around  the large end. Average size o f 52 eggs 15*6 X 12-1 m m  
(Osmaston) and  o f 100 eggs 15-8 x  12-1 m m  (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters. For distinction from the eastern race 
see 1424 under Museum Diagnosis.

Y o u n g  (juvenile). Above, olive-brown with pale ochraceous streaks. Upper tail- 
coverts rusty. Wing-coverts, except primary, with ochraceous tips. Below, dull 
creamy white with black margins, fainter on throat and belly. Postjuvenal moult 
takes place in August. F i r s t - y e a r  birds recognized by fulvous tips of coverts. First- 
year male resembles female. 

measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

cfcf 57-63 c. 13 c. 18 49-56 mm
9 9 54-60 c. 13 c. 18 43-55 mm

(BB, Vaurie)
Weight 13 (Apr.-May) 7-5-10 (av. 9-1); 11 9 $ (Apr.-May) 7-8 (av. 7-5) 

g — SA.
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colours of bare parts. Iris dark brown. Bill black. Legs and feet blackish 
brown.

1424. E astern  Slaty Blue F ly catch er. M u sc ic a p a  leucom elanura m in u ta

(H um e)

Siphia minuta Hume, 1872, Ibis: 109 (Mount Tongloo, Sikkim)
Baker, FBI No. 645 (part), Vol. 2: 219

local names. None recorded.
s iz e . Sparrow  —; length £ .10  cm  (4 in .).
field characters. As in  1423, q.v.
sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . A ltitud inal m igran t, locally com m on. 

Eastern N epal through Sikkim, B hutan  an d  N E FA  betw een 2700 an d  
4000 m , and  the K hasi Hills above 1500 m. W inters in  the  foothills (up  to 
2100 m  in central Nepal) an d  in  the  plains o f the  B rah m ap u tra  from  the  
Ja lpaiguri district to Sadiya. K hasi Hills population  appears to  be  m ostly 
resident or subject to short vertical m ovem ents. Affects forest w ith  p len ty  
of undergrow th. In  N epal it is the only flycatcher to  occur regu larly  in  the  
subalpine A b ie s-B e tu la  forest and  occupies a  h igher zone th a n  M .  su per
c i l io u s . T he  two species appear to  be m utually  exclusive in  the ir vertical 
distribution (Diesselhorst). In  the  K hasi H ills i t  affects dense, w et forest o f 
oak and  rhododendron, or pine forest i f  undergrow th  is sufficient. In  w in ter 
often frequents thickets o f reeds.

E x tr a lim ita l. Southeastern T ibet, no rth ern  B urm a to  southw estern 
Szechuan. T he species ranges east to n o rthern  Y unnan , n o rth  K ansu  an d  
Shensi; also Indonesia. Chinese populations w in ter south  to  n o rth e rn  
Indochinese countries.

general habits, food an d  voice. As in  1423.
breeding. As in 1423. E g g s , norm ally  3. A verage size o f 20 eggs 15*8 X 

12 m m  (Baker).
M useum D iagnosis. Differs from the western race (1423) in being more saturated 

and having the underparts tinged with rufous or olive (z>. white and pure grey). 
Eastern Nepal population is intermediate. Cerviniventris is still darker above and 
much darker fulvous below.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
tfc?  59-64 12-13 19-20 47-54 mm
9 9 55-60 12-13 19-20 45-49 mm

(Vaurie, SA)
Weight 4 cFd1 6-8; 7 9 9 7-8; 1 juv. 9 g (SA, GD).
colours of bare pa rts . As in 1423.

1425. M anipur Slaty Blue F ly ca tch e r. M u sc ic a p a  leucom elanura

cervin iven tris (Sharpe)

Digenea cerviniventris Sharpe, 1879, Cat. Bds. Brit. Mus. 4 : 460 (Manipur) 
Baker, FBI No. 646, Vol. 2: 220

local names. None recorded.
s iz e . Sparrow  —; length £ .10  cm  (4 in .).
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FIELD characters. As in 1423, q.v.
STATUS, distribution and  habitat. A ltitudinal m igrant, locally common. 

Assam in  the C achar Hills, N agaland, M anipur and  the Chin Hills of Burma. 
Said to have been found breeding a t c. 1500 m  in the Chin Hills (Mackenzie 
apud B aker); however, like the H im alayan subspecies, it  is probably a  bird 
of h igher altitudes since on M t V ictoria H einrich found it only above 
2500 m  and  up  to over 3000 m  in the breeding season. W inters in  the foot
hills and  adjacent plains. Affects low bushes along forest edges, especially 
dense reed-bam boo.

general habits and  food. As in 1423.
voice and  calls. Song, a  short, unmelodious strophe of three whistled 

notes, som ething like zieh-ti-zietz (H einrich). See also 1423.
breeding . As in 1423.
M useum D iagnosis. M a l e  hardly distinguishable from minuta though averaging 

darker fulvous below. F e m a l e  darker above and on sides of head, and more fulvous 
below.

measurements
Wing Bill Tail

(from skull)
tfc?  55-59 11-12 46-51 mm
9 9 52-54 11-12 44-49 mm

(Vaurie, Stresemann)
colours of bare  pa rts . As in 1423.

1426. Sapphireheaded Flycatcher. Mnscicapa sapphira (Blyth)
Muscicapula sapphira Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 939

(Daijeeling)
Cyomis sapphira coelicolor Koelz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 42

(Tura, Garo Hills)
Baker, FBI No. 651, Vol. 2: 225 
P la te  81, fig . 2, facin g  p. 1921

local names. None recorded.
size. Sparrow  —; length c. 12 cm  (4£ in.).
field characters. M a l e  (adult). A bove , forehead, crown, nape, lower 

rum p  an d  tail b righ t u ltram arine  blue. Lores and  a  line through eye black. 
Sides o f head and  back deep purplish blue. B e lo w , chin, th roat and  upper 
breast orange-rufous; an  in terrup ted  breast-band deep blue. Belly ashy.

M a l e ,  first-year. Like adu lt b u t crown, back and  sides o f neck and 
breast dark  olive-brown. Lores and  eye-ring ochraceous. No breast band. 
Also breeds in  this plum age.

F e m a l e .  A bove , rufescent olive-brown, upper tail-coverts rufous- 
brow n. Lores an d  eye-ring ochraceous. B elo w , chin and  th roat orange- 
rufous. Sides o f neck and  breast olive-brown. Belly whitish, washed with 
fulvous.

T he  orange-rufous th ro a t distinguishes the female from all other brown- 
backed flycatchers except the female o f M .  hyperythra  which has a  short, 
fulvous supercilium  and  the rufous o f th roat extending to breast. T he

1 First-year male.
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m ale o f M .  parva a lb ic illa  also has a rufous th roat, b u t ashy breast a n d  black
tail w ith white on base. , . ,, . .____.

status d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . Fairly  com m on a ltitud inal m igran t.
N e p a H S . o f T ^ r u n  Kosi. Darjeeling, Sikkim, B hutan  (N E FA ?), N aga- 
land, M anipur, M eghalaya and  Assam in  the  C achar, K hasi a n d  G aro  hills.

Muscicapa sapphire ___________ __ _____ ____________ ____________

jso 170____80 ___ 2£ ]___100IV \ 1
t__ j  Distributional range

V ertical distribution little known. A ppears to  b reed  betw een 2100 m  (N epal) 
and  2600 m  (N agaland —  R ipley). W inters in  the  foothills u p  to  1700 m  
chiefly under 800 m . In  Assam, breeds from  1400 m  up , m ostly above 
1800 m. Affects evergreen forest.

E x tr a lim ita l. Extends to Y unnan  an d  n o rth ern  Laos. 
g e n e r a l  h a b it s . Found singly or in pairs in  high underg row th  an d  

lower branches o f trees. H unts m ostly w ith in  the  foliage canopy, m aking 
sallies for insects. Occasionally descends to the  g round. D roops wings a t 
sides and  flicks up  tail from  tim e to  tim e. 

f o o d . Insects.
v o ic e  and  c a l l s . O nly  record is a  tick-tick  accom panied by  tail-flicking

(ISA).
b r e e d in g . D escribed only by Baker. Season , end  o f A pril to  Ju n e . N e s t ,  

placed in hollows in tree-stum ps, sometimes in  banks, ra th e r  bulky for the  
size of the b ird , being sometimes as m uch  as 75 or 100 m m  in  dep th . M ateria l 
principally moss m ixed w ith  some roots, lichen, fern-stem s, e tc ., the  n e a t 
cup w ithin being m ade of finer moss, moss-roots an d  a  few feathers. E g g s ,  
4, very variable: pale yellowish grey to w arm  buff; e ither faintly  or densely 
stippled w ith reddish brow n, sometimes so thickly as to  m ake the  egg look 
all of this colour. Average size o f 16 eggs 15-4 X 11 *8 m m . In cu b a tio n  by 
both  sexes; period unrecorded.



M useum D iagnosis. According to Ticehurst (Ibis 1939: 753) the males are 
dimorphic, one phase being that described as * First-year male ’ under Field Char
acters. Males in this plumage appear to be more common than those in full dress.

Y o u n g  (juvenile) male. Above, with ochraceous spots; upper tail-coverts bluish 
with ochraceous tips; greater coverts edged with blue and tipped with ochraceous. 
Postjuvenal moult includes body, lesser and median coverts. First-winter birds 
recognized by ochraceous tips of greater coverts. According to Whistler (MS.) some 
juveniles moult straight to adult plumage, others to the * retarded ’ dress. 

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
cFd1 59-65 12-13 16-17 44-51 mm
9 $ 57—61 12—13 16-17 40-44 mm

(SA, Kinnear)
Weight 2 c?c? 7-5, 8 g (SA, SDR).
colours of bare  parts. Iris brown. Bill black. Legs, feet and claws brownish 

black.

1427. Black-and-Orange Flycatcher. Muscicapa nigrorufa (Jerdon)

Saxicola nigrorufa Jerdon, 1839, Madras Jour. Lit. Sci. 10: 266
(Nilgiris)

Baker, FBI No. 678, Vol. 2: 253 
P la te  82, fig. 6, facin g  p . 208

local name. Menippakshi (Malayalam). 
s iz e . Sparrow  — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . M a l e  (adult). A striking orange-rufous flycatcher 

w ith  slaty black crown, nape and  sides o f head, and  wings.

f ill F e m a l e  sim ilar bu t head dark  olive-brown or olive-slaty 
, I w ith  ochraceous lores and  eye-ring.

■r sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . Resident, fairly common, 
wok b u t patchily  d istributed and  evidently also moving about 

locally. T he  southern section o f the W estern G hats and  asso- 
x c |  c iated hills —  Nilgiris, Palnis, Anaimalais, and  others —  from 

the W ynaad and  the Biligirirangans south to the Asham bu 
hills; from  700 m  to the highest summits, m ore common above 1500 m 
(see m ap  p. 158). Affects dense, evergreen sholas w ith a  plentiful undergrow th 
o f S tro b ila n th es  or eeta  bam boo (O ch lan dra), cardam om  and  edges o f coffee 
p lantations and  ra ttan  brakes in dank ravines.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . Found singly or in pairs, hopping about amongst the 
seedlings an d  shady undergrow th, seldom far above the ground; or perches 
on a  low branch  or fallen log, m aking short sallies after insects, occasionally 
descending to the ground. Actions an d  behaviour distinctly reminiscent of 
a  sm all babbler. U sually tam e and  easy to  observe. 

f o o d . Insects.
v o ic e  and  c a l l s . A larm -note z i t - z i t ; call-note, a  melancholy low pee  

(Betts). Song, a  som ewhat m etallic, high-pitched ch ik i-rik i-ch ik i very insect
like, or ch ee-ri-r i-r i uttered  every few seconds (SA).
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b r e e d in g . Season, M arch to Ju ly . Nest, a  loose, untidy ball o f dead  eeta 
leaves or coarse grass, sometimes lined w ith fine grass, sometimes unlined, 
very similar to that o{ Rhopocichla atriceps (1224). Usually placed in  bushes, 
ferns or other plants within a  m etre from the ground, sometimes up  to  a 
couple of metres. Eggs, norm ally 2, pale greyish w hite or buffy w hite, faintly 
but profusely freckled all over w ith pale pinky grey or reddish; resem bling 
those of the Verditer Flycatcher more than  any  others of the family. Average 
size of 30 eggs 18*4 X 13-1 m m  (Baker). In  one case observed, the female 
did all the collection of m aterial bu t the m ale was in close a ttendance  
(Betts).

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters.
Yo u n g ,  never been collected but fledglings described from field observation 

by Dewar (JBNHS 16: 154) and Betts (JBNHS 50: 42): wings black; rump and 
tail russet as in adult; head, back and underparts speckled light and dark brown.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
& &  60-63 13-14 19-20 47-51 mm
9 $ 55-59 13-14 19-20 41-46 mm

(SA)
Weight 5 cfcf 0-35-0-4 oz. (c. 10-11 g); 5 9 9 0-25-0*35 oz. (c. 7-10g) — 

Davison.
colours of bare parts. Iris brown. Bill blackish brown; mouth pale pink or 

brownish pink. Legs, feet and claws greyish flesh or greyish brown.

1428. L arge N iltava. Muscicapa grandis grandis (Blyth)
Chaitaris grandis Blyth, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11: 189

(Daijeeling)
Niltava grandis pangpui Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst.

Regional Exploration, No. 1: 14 (Sangau, Lushai Hills)
Baker, FBI No. 682, Vol. 2: 257 
P late  81, fig. 5, facing  p. 192 

local name. Margong (Lepcha). 
s iz e . Bulbul; length c. 20 cm  (8 in .).
FIELD c h a r a c t e r s . M a l e  (adult). A  large, ra th e r sluggish, black

looking flycatcher. Above, forehead, lores and  sides o f head  
A black; crown, rum p and  a  patch  on e ither side o f neck 

/illA lil / brilliant cobalt blue, b u t seldom noticeable in  the  dark  shade 
l hnUnii which it is usually seen. Rest o f upperparts deep purplish

blue. Below, th roat and  breast black; belly purplish blue, 
’m  Distinguished from all blue flycatchers by  its black th ro a t 

and  breast, and  lack of any rufous.
F e m a l e .  Above, forehead, sides o f head an d  back 

x c. 1 fulvous-brown. Crown, nape an d  sides of head  olive-brow n;
a  pale blue pa tch  on either side o f neck. W ings a n d  tail 

rufous-brown. Below, th roat fulvous; rest fulvous-brown.
T he similar female of M . sundara is sm aller and  has a  white th roat-patch . 
All species and  both  sexes o f niltava flycatchers are readily  diagnosed by 

the pale blue patch  on sides o f neck —  the hall-m ark of the group, as it were.
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PLATE 80
1 Rhinomyias b. nicobarica, Olive Flycatcher (1402). 2 Muscicapa s. newnanni, Spotted Flycatcher (1403). 
3 Muscicapa m. muttui, Brownbreasted Flycatcher (1408). 4 Muscicapa ferruginea, Ferruginous Flycatcher 
(1410). 5 Muscicapa h. hyperythra, Redbreasted Blue Flycatcher (1417). 6 Muscicapa m. monileger. White- 
gorget ted Flycatcher (1415). 7 Muscicapa w. collini, Little Pied Flycatcher (1419). 8 Muscicapa s. super- 
ciliaris, Whitebrowed Blue Flycatcher (1421). 9 Muscicapa in. macgrigoriae, Small Niltava (1429). 
10 Muscicapa s. sundara, Rufousbellied Niltava (1432). 11 Aluscicapa v. oatesi, Rufousbellied Blue Fly
catcher (1433). 12 Muscicapa p. puliogenys, Brooks’s Flycatcher (1436).



st a t u s , d is t r ib u t io n  an d  h a b it a t . Fairly  com m on resident, subject 
to  vertical m ovem ents. F rom  central N epal east through D arjeeling, Sikkim 
B hu tan  an d  N E FA  to the  M ishm i Hills, thence south th rough  N agaland’ 
M an ipur, an d  Assam in  the  C achar, G aro, K hasi an d  M izo hills (Koelz) * 
generally  breeds betw een 1800 an d  2700 m  (H im alayas and  eastern ranges 
south to M t V ictoria). W inters from  the foothills to a t least 2000 m . In  the 
hills o f Assam, breeds from  900 m  to  the  highest summits. Affects dense, 
hum id  forest and  secondary jung le  on steep hillsides and  ravines, especially 
in  the  vicinity  o f streams.

E x tr a lim ita l . Extends east to  the  Indochinese countries an d  south through 
the  M alay  Peninsula. A no ther subspecies in  Sum atra.

GENERAL h a b it s . F ound  singly or in  pairs in  low undergrow th in  the  
thickest a n d  darkest patches o f the  forest w here sunlight rare ly  filters through.
Flits an d  skulks am ong low bushes an d  often feeds on  the g round ; occa
sionally takes insects on  the  wing, b u t it is less agile th an  m ost flycatchers 
an d  this is n o t its com m on practice.

f o o d . Insects an d  berries.
v o ic e  a n d  c a l l s . S o n g : a  distinctive, ra th e r m ournful, ascending whistle 

o f th ree  or four notes end ing  in terrogatively, thus whee-whee-ivip? or tee-ti-tree? 
or tee-ti-tiree?, repeated  unhurried ly  a n d  m onotonously for several m inutes 
(once tim ed  seven) a t a  stre tch  (SA ). F lem ing considers this b ird  a  beautiful 
singer a n d  renders its song as more tim e to eat (do, re, re, mi) w ith  other 
notes like right here, t-z-Z -Z -t, ha-ha-ha-ha.

b r e e d in g . Season , A pril to  Ju ly . N e s t ,  plhced in  crevices o r holes and  
conform s to  th e ir shape; ra th e r  bulky, m ade chiefly o f green moss; the  n ea t 
cup  w ith in  is lined  w ith  rootlets. M ost nests bu ilt in  am ong boulders, am ong 
the  long moss grow ing on  the  face o f rocks flanking stream s an d  w ater
falls, against the  tru n k  o r am ong  the  buttress roots o f large trees; occasionally 
in  holes in  dead  stum ps. S ituated  alm ost invariably  in  shady, evergreen 
forest. E g g s , usually  4, som etim es 5 o r 3, very  sim ilar to those o f C in clid ittm  
leucurum  (1681) b u t pale  b u ff  instead  o f  pale  pink, often w ith  a  finely speckl
ed  p a tte rn  o f d a rk er b u ff a n d  a  fain t ind ication  o f a  coronal ring  on  somo 
eggs. A verage size o f 38 eggs 24-7  X 18 m m  (H arrison  & Parker, 1966,
B u ll .  B .O .C .  86: 71-3). Ind iv idua l eggs in  the  sam e clutch very variable  in  
coloration  (D ’A breu). S hare  o f  the  sexes in  the. dom estic chores, an d  incuba
tion  period , undeterm ined . B rood-parasitism  on it  by cuckoo, presum ably 
C ticu lu s canorus, repo rted  (D ’A breu , JB N H S  27: 405).

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters.
Y o u n g .  Above, upperparts and sides of head with ochraceous spots and bold 

black margins to the feathers; lesser and median coverts with ochraceous terminal 
spot; greater coverts black (edged with blue in male) with tiny ochraceous shaft- 
streaks at tips; primary coverts dull black. Below, squama ted with large brownish 
yellow spots and narrow black margins.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
c fcf 100-112 18-20 23-26 87-100 mm
9 9 97-105 17-20 23-25 86-91 mm

(BB, SA, Stresemann)
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Weight 6 35-40; 2 9 9 35, 38 g (SA).
colours OF BARE p a r t s . Iris dark brown. Bill, legs, feet and claws black; soles 

greyish flesh.

M u sc ic a p a  m a c g r ig o r ia e  (Burton)

K ey to  th e Subspecies

Underparts darker, more grey..................................
Underparts paler, more whitish on abdomen. ,M , m. macgrigoriae

1429. W e s te rn  S m a ll  N il ta v a . Muscicapa macgrigoriae macgrigoriae
(Burton)

Phoenicura macgrigoriae Burton, 1835, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 152 
(Himalayas, restricted to western Himalayas by Rand & Fleming, 1957,

Fieldiana 41: 178)
Baker, FBI No. 685 (part), Vol. 2: 260 

P la te  80, fig. 9, facin g  p . 176

local names. None recorded.
s iz e . Sparrow  —; length  c. 11 cm  ( 4 |  in .).
FIELD c h a r a c t e r s . M a l e  (adult). Above, forecrown, ru m p  an d  a  p a tch  

on either side o f neck brillian t u ltram arine  blue. F orehead  an d  lores black. 
Rest o f upperparts deep purplish blue. Below, th ro a t deep purp lish  b lue; 
rest o f underparts ashy, whitish on belly.

F e m a l e .  Above, rufescent olive-brown. W ings an d  tail rusty  brow n. 
A pale blue patch  on e ither side o f neck. Below, th ro a t fulvous; rest o f under- 
parts fulvous olive-brown.

Small size and  blue patches on  sides o f neck distinguish b o th  sexes.
sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  an d  h a b it a t . F airly  com m on resident, subject 

to vertical movements. H im alayas from  M ussooree th rough  N epal a n d  
D arjeeling (where it in tergrades w ith  signata) ;  from  c. 1000 to  2 1 0 0 m  in 
sum m er an d  from  the foothills to c. 1400 m  in  w inter. Affects bushes n ea r 
streams, in  shady glades or alongside roads an d  tracks th rough  forest, 
generally no t far from  w ater.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s  and  f o o d . As in  1430.
v o ic e  and  c a l l s . A  sub-song, described as a  curious little  g ra tin g  song 

u ttered  sotto voce, h eard  from  M arch  to M ay  (P roud). See also 1430.
b r e e d in g . As in  1430.
M useum D iagnosis. Underparts paler and belly more whitish than signata (1430).
measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

cT’cf1 62-67 c. 12 £.18 49-54 mm
9 9 61-65 c. 12 c. 18 46—55 mm

(BB, SA)
Weight 3 cfc? 1 M 3 ;  3 9 9 12-13 g (GD).
colours of bare  pa rts . Iris brown. Bill black. Legs and feet brownish plum

beous; soles hoary.
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1430. E a s te r n  S m a ll  N ilta v a . Muscicapa macgrigoriae signata (Horsfield)
Leiothrix signata Horsfield, 1840, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 162

(Assam)
Baker, FBI No. 685 (part), Vol. 2: 260 

local name. Phak-tagrak-pho (Lepcha). 
s iz e . Sparrow  —; length c. 11 cm  (4£  in.). 
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . As in 1429, q.v. See M useum  Diagnosis. 
sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . Com m on resident, subject to vertical 

movements. Sikkim (intergrading w ith nom inate race), B hutan and  NEFA, 
thence south through the Patkai R ange, N agaland, M anipur, and  Assam 
in the C achar, K hasi and  G aro hills. Breeds from  c. 900 to a t least 2000 m ; 
w inters from  c. 1400 m  down to the foothills and  in the plains of the Brahm a
pu tra . Affects bushes along streams, shady glades and  tracks in  evergreen 
forest, and  secondary scrub in forest clearings. In  the plains, in winter, 
partia l to m ixed heavy reed and  grass jungle  interspersed w ith trees.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . A retiring  flycatcher, usually difficult to  observe. 
Solitary in  w inter. V ery sprightly and  active, feeding almost entirely on the 
w ing in typical flycatcher style am ong the upper bushes or undergrow th. 
M ore active in the  early  m ornings and  about dusk.

f o o d . Insects (ants, beetles, e tc .); also berries in the non-breeding 
season.

v o ic e  and  c a l l s . Song, a  four-noted strophe, very high-pitched and 
rem arkably  th in  twee-twee-ee-twee rising in  p itch  to the second note, then 
falling (Smythies). Sub-song described as a  curious little subdued grating 
song (Proud). Gall-note, a  very high-pitched see-see, the second note a 
quarter-tone lower (Lister).

b r e e d in g . Season, end o f A pril to early Ju ly . Nest, usually placed in 
clefts in  rocks well covered by vegetation, on the banks of stream s; m ade of 
moss, the  inner cup lined w ith moss and  rootlets. Eggs, norm ally 4, some
times 5 or 3, cream y w hite to pale greyish yellow, blotched or freckled more 
or less densely, m ore so a t the larger end where form ing an  indefinite ring 
or cap. Average size o f 100 eggs 18-1 X 13-6 m m  (Baker). Both sexes 
take p a rt in  building though m ale seems to do little m ore than  bring 
the m aterials. Incubation  by both  sexes; period about 12 days. Brood- 
parasitized by the cuckoos Cuculus poliocephalus, C. sparverioides and  C.fugax 
(Baker, JB N H S 17: 353, 363, 368).

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters. Differs from the nominate race 
(1429) in having the breast and abdomen greyer, less whitish.

Y o u n g .  Above, rufescent brown with ochraceous spots. Lesser, median and 
greater coverts with ochraceous tips. Below, fulvous brown with ochraceous spots; 
more whitish on abdomen. Postjuvenal moult of body-feathers and wing-coverts 
(except primary).

measurements and colours of bare  parts. As in 1429.
Weight &  9 11-13 g (SDR, SA).

#
M u s c ic a p a  su n d a r a  (Hodgson)

K ey to  th e Subspecies
Male paler below, female paler above...................... Af. s. whistleri
Male darker below, female darker above.................. Af. s. sundara
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1431. W e s te rn  R u fo u s b e llie d  N il ta v a . Muscicapa sundara whistleri
(Ticehurst)

Niltava sundara whistleri Ticehurst, 1926, Bull. Brit. O m . Cl. 46: 113
(Murree)

Baker, FBI No. 684 (part), Vol. 1: 259

local names. None recorded.
s iz e . Sparrow ; length c. 15 cm  (6 in .).
FIELD c h a r a c t e r s . As in  1432, q.v. See M useum  Diagnosis.
status, d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . Fairly  com m on resident, subject to 

vertical movements. T he  w estern H im alayas from  the JVlurree hills to 
K um aon. Breeds betw een 1600 and  2700 m , optim um  zone 1800-2400 m .

M uscicapa sundara and M. p a l Upas

^ l

Iso______________70___________ 80 ^ __________ 9 0 1
Distributional ranges

llllllllllll M . s. whistleri (1431) m  M . 5. sundara (1432).

1^3 M .pallipes (1435).

Affects undergrow th in  dense forest (chestnut, fir, e tc .), jung le , a n d  a long  
nullahs. Found in  w in ter from  c. 650 m  dow n to  the  foothills a n d  ad jacen t 
plains (H oshiarpur, A m bala  a n d  R aw alp ind i). In  this season frequents 
bushes near w ater and  along roads in  m ore open areas.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . U sually keeps singly; in  w in ter frequently  w ith  the  
m ixed hun ting  parties. Bobs its body forw ard a n d  flicks a n d  spreads its 
ta il every few seconds. H unts in  low undergrow th  close to  the  g round , 
freely descending to it for food. Both M ag ra th  (JB N H S 19: 148) a n d  W histler 
(Ibis 1930: 95) note its very Blue C hat-like habits.

f o o d . Insects (ants and  beetles recorded). Also berries, especially in  
the non-breeding season.



a V° J w  c a l l s . Song described as squeaky and grating (Proud') 
A  call (or song ?) is rendered as s-i-i-i-i-f cha chuck (Fleming). Alarm-note 
a  harsh, scolding tr-r-r-tchik (SA), and  a  long-drawn squeak in  the neigh
bourhood o f the  nest (H W ). O ther notes, a  soft cha . . .  cha low-pitched 
a n d  insistent, and  a  soft, falling pea . . . pea (Lister). Also a  high-pitched 
t& 9 t&, tz i (Loke). r

b r e e d in g . Season A pril to Ju ly , chiefly M ay and  June . Young in  nest 
have been found as late  as August. Nest, usually placed in  a  hole in  a bank 
or roadside cutting, in clefts or crevices of rocks, or in  cavities in  dead stumps 
close to the ground. M ade mostly o f moss, the inner cup lined w ith rootlets! 
Eggs, norm ally 4, very sim ilar to those o f M . grandis (1428). Both nest and 
eggs are  very rem iniscent of a  R obin’s. Average size of 14 eggs 20*7 x 
15*9 m m  (Baker). Building and  incubation by both  sexes; period 12 or 
13 days. Brood-parasitized by Cuculus canorus, C. saturatus and  C. fmax 
(D ’A breu , JB N H S 27: 405). J  *

M useum D iagnosis. Male differs from sundara (1432) in having the orange- 
rufous of underparts paler. Female is paler and more olive-grey above; tail paler 
chestnut; underparts more greyish olive.

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1432.

1432. E a s te r n  R u fo u s b e llie d  N ilta v a . Muscicapa sundara sundara
(Hodgson)

Niltava Sundara Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Rev. 1 (12): 650 (Nepal)
Cyanecula fastuosa Lesson, 1840, Rev. Zool.: 266 (Mont. Himal., restricted to 
Murree by Baker, 1930, Fauna Brit. India, Bds. 8: 632, re-restricted to NE.

Himalayas by Ticehurst, 1931, Ibis: 351)
Baker, FBI No. 684 (part),%ol. 2: 259 

P la te  80, fig. 10, facing  p. 176

local names. Niltau (Nepal); Mar gong (Lepcha).
s iz e . Sparrow ; length  c. 15 cm  (6 in .).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . M a l e  (adult). Above, forehead black; crown, rum p, 

shoulders and  a  pa tch  on either side o f neck bright ultram arine blue. Sides 
o f head  an d  back dark  purplish blue looking practically black. Below, 
th ro a t as b ack ; rest o f underparts orange-rufous.

M ay be confused w ith  the very sim ilar M . vivida which lacks the well- 
defined blue pa tch  (the n iltava hall-m ark) on sides of neck; o ther differences 
no t apparen t in the field.

F  e m  a  1 e . Above, olive-brown tinged w ith ochraceous on rum p. A pale 
eye-ring. A  blue pa tch  on either side o f neck. W ings fulvous-brown. Tail 
rusty  brow n. Below, chin and  upper th roat fulvous-olive. Lower throat 
w h ite ; rest o f underparts olive-brown.

T he  com bination o f a  w hite th roat-patch  and  the characteristic blue 
spot on each side o f neck identifies the female.

sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . Com m on resident, subject to vertical 
movem ents. N epal, Darjeeling, Sikkim, B hutan, NEFA, the Patkai Range, 
N agaland, M anipur, and  Assam in  the C achar and  K hasi hills. Breeds 
betw een c. 1800 and  3200 m  (Diesselhorst) in the H im alayas and  the eastern
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range south to M t V ictoria, and  in  Assam from  900 m to the highest sum m its. 
Found in w inter (November to M arch) from  c. 2300 m  dow n to the foot
hills, in the plains of the B rahm aputra and  in the C hittagong region o f East 
Pakistan. Affects dense undergrow th in m ore open forest than  M . grandis, 
secondary growth and  brush-covered hillsides.

Extralimital. Extends east to Y unnan and  no rthern  Laos. 
g e n e r a l  h a b it s , fo o d  and v o ig e . As in  1431. 
b r e e d in g . As in 1431.
M useum D iagnosis. For distinction from whistlen, see 1431.
Y o u n g ,  male and female similar to those of M . grandis respectively, but with 

a pale ochraceous patch on lower throat. First-winter birds recognizable by ochra- 
ceous tips of greater coverts. 

measurements
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
78-87 16-17 21-22 65-73 mm

9 9 76-83 16-17 21-23 60-68 mm
(BB, SA, Stresemann)

Weight 21 tfc?  20-24 (av. 21); 7 9 9 19-24 (av. 21 -5) g — SA. 
colours of bare parts. Iris brown. Bill: cf1 black, 9 blackish brown; inside 

of mouth fleshy. Legs and feet plumbeous brown.

1433. R ufousbellied  Blue F lyca tcher. Muscicapa vivida oatesi (Salvadori)

Niltava oatesi Salvadori, 1887, Ann. Mus. Civ. Stor.
Nat. Genoa 5 (2): 514 (Muleyit)
Baker, FBI No. 652, Vol. 2: 226 
P la te  80, fig . 11, facin g  p . 176

local names. None recorded.
s iz e . Sparrow  +  ; length c. 18 cm  (7 in .).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . M a l e  (adu lt). Above, forehead an d  lores black.

C row n an d  ru m p  u ltram arine  blue. Back an d  ta il d a rk  
\ \ J l i b  purplish blue. Below, chin, u p p er th ro a t, sides o f head , neck

\ OHi/i I j and  breast nearly  black. R est o f u nderparts  rufous.
Resembles M . sundara b u t lacks the n iltava  ha ll-m ark  —  

the well-defined blue p a tch  on sides o f neck. M . rubeculoides 
also has a  da rk  blue th ro a t b u t a  w hite belly. 

x 1 F e m a l e .  Above9 crow n grey-brow n; a  fulvous eye-ring.
R est o f upperparts dark  olive-brow n. Below, th ro a t fulvous, 

rest olive-brown.
Distinguished from  female M . sundara an d  M . grandis by  lack o f the  dis

tinctive blue neck-patches; from  unicolor by fulvous th ro a t a n d  olive-brow n 
breast (v. whitish and  grey respectively). Fem ales o f rubeculoides an d  banyumas 
both have a  rufous breast and  w hite belly; fem ale concreta has a  w hite th ro a t- 
patch. Both sexes o f M . poliogenys have a  w hitish th ro a t an d  rufous breast.

sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . A pparen tly  rare . N E F A  in  the  
Pachakshiri a rea  (Ludlow , Ibis 1944:194); Assam in  n o rth  C ach a r (one 
A pril record Baker, JB N H S 9 : 124); the highest eastern  ranges o f M an ip u r
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(Hum e, SF 11: 111), and  presum ably Nagaland. O btained in summer 
from  2100 to 2700 m  (NEFA, Sikkim and M t V ictoria); recorded in winter 
from 1500 to 2000 m in Burm a. Affects dense brushwood in evergreen 
forest.

Extralimital. Extends to Szechuan and northern  V ietnam . T he species 
ranges to Formosa, the M alay Peninsula and  Sum atra.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . Found singly or in  pairs, skulking in  brushwood from 
which it makes sallies after insects. Behaviour and hab itat preference m uch 
as in Large N iltava (1428). 

f o o d . Insects.
v o ic e  and  c a l l s . ‘A  clear whistle 9 (Robinson). 
b r e e d in g . U nknow n.
M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters. For details of plumages see Baker, loc. 

cit. Young undescribed. 
measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

7 &  94-102 c. 16 c. 18 74-86 mm
2 9 9 93, 94 c. 16 c. 18 — mm

(Kinnear, Stresemann)
Weight 2 1 $ 1 • 17-1 *2 oz. (r. 33 g) — Hume.
colours of bare  parts. Iris brown to reddish chocolate. Bill black. Legs and 

feet dark blackish brown; soles yellowish.

JL

1434. W hite ta iled  Blue F lycatcher. Muscicapa concrete cyanea (Hume)

Muscitrea cyanea Hume, 1877 (June), Stray Feathers 5: 101 (Muleyit)
Baker, FBI No. 641, Vol. 2: 215

local names. None recorded.
s iz e . B ulbul; length c. 18 cm  (74 in .).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . M a l e  (adult). Above, deep blue, crown brighter.

. T ail dull blue w ith a  large am ount of white on all bu t the
m  central rectrices. Below, th roat and  breast dark  blue fading

III J n  |j to  ashy on lower breast and  flanks, and  to white on lower 
i y iu w /j]  j. belly and  under tail-coverts.
« H E I D i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  from  all dark  blue flycatchers by large 

size (nearly same as o f Large N iltava) and  by the large 
am ount o f white in tail.

F e m a l e .  Above, rufescent brow n; a  fulvous eye-ring. 
x c* 1 T ail like m ale’s bu t brow n, also w ith m uch white in  it.

Below , rufescent brown w ith a  conspicuous white patch  on lower throat. 
Flanks olive-brow n; belly white.

Recognizable by the well-defined white th roat-patch  and  extensive white 
in tail. Fem ale sundara (1432) has blue patches on either side of white throat- 
pa tch  an d  no white in  tail. M . monileger (1415) also has no white in  tail, 
b u t its w hite th roat-patch  is bordered w ith black.

sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  an d  h a b it a t . Little known. Breeds in the Patkai 
R ange a t or above 1500 m  (exact a ltitude unknow n). O btained  in w inter
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a t  low altitude in  the M argherita-D ibrugarh  a rea  (com m on). Affects deep 
forest.

Extralimital. Burm a. T he  species extends east to  n o rthern  V ie tnam  an d  
south through the M alay Peninsula to S um atra  a n d  Borneo.

g e n e r a l  habxts. M ore sluggish a n d  inactive th an  m ost flycatchers. 
Frequents the lower branches o f big trees in  dense jung le , searching the  
leaves an d  branches for insects; also catches them  on the  w ing b u t does n o t 
descend to the ground (Robinson). F requen tly  expands its ta il laterally , 
showing the white. Females appear to  be m uch  less num erous, o r perhaps 
shyer than  males, as they a re  m uch  scarcer in  collections.

f o o d . Insects.
v o ic e  and  c a l l s . * A  low w histling song o f th ree  notes, in  add ition  to  the 

ord inary  tw itter * (R obinson).
b r e e d in g . Little known. A  nest b rough t to D r H . N. Col ta r t  by  P a tkai 

Nagas on 25 Ju n e  (over 50 years ago) is the only record. I t  was m ade  o f moss 
and  said to have been wedged in to  a  hole in  a  rocky b ank  o f a  rav ine ru n n in g  
through dense forest. T he  single egg looked like a  very  large egg o f M . 
rubeculoides (1440): pale buff-stone, stippled a ll over w ith  d a rk  reddish , 
form ing an  ill-defined cap  a t  the  large en d ; it m easured  23*9 X 18 m m  
(Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters. Y o u n g ,  spotted as in other closely 
related species.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from feathers)
c?9  91-93 c. 18-19 c. 23-24 66-72 mm

(Baker)
(from skull)

lc? 90 21 22 67 mm
(MD)

colours of bare  pa rts . Iris brown. Bill black. Legs and feet fleshy brown.

1435. W hitebellied  Blue F lyca tcher. Muscicapa pallipes Je rd o n

Muscicapa pallipes Jerdon, 1840, Madras Jour. Lit. Sci. 11: 15 (Coonoor Ghat)
Baker, FBI No. 653, Vol. 2: 228 
Plate 82, fig. 7, facing p. 208

local name. Kdttunuli (Malayalam).
size. Sparrow  length  c. 15 cm  (6 in .).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . M a l e  (adu lt). Above, uniform ly indigo-blue, fore

head  and  supercilium  brigh ter blue, lores black. Below, th ro a t a n d  breast 
indigo-blue; belly white.

C om bination o f last two characters identifies it. T h e  W hitebellied  S h o rt
w ing (1638) is slaty blue ra th e r th an  indigo-blue, has a  pa ler, bluish w hite 
forehead and  supercilium , an d  is m ore terrestria l w ith  longer legs.

F e m a l e .  Above, rufescent o live-brow n; lores w h ite ; ta il chestnut. Below , 
th roat and  upper breast orange-rufous; b reast greyish fading to  w hite  on 
belly.
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Distinguished from  female M . rubeculoides (1440) by larger size and  chest
n u t tail. Both sexes o f M . parva have a  black-and-white tail. Female M . 
tickelliae (1442) is greyish above and  has a  blue tail.

sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . Fairly  common resident. T he 
Sahyadris (W estern Ghats) and  associated hills o f southwestern Ind ia  
(Nilgiris, Palnis, H igh W avys and  others) from c. 19°N. (Bhimashanker) 
to southern K era la ; from  the foothills to c. 1500 m ; in  the Nilgiris up  to 
1700 m  (see m ap  p. 180). Affects undergrow th of lanky seedlings in evergreen 
forest, sholas, Strobilanthes and  6 c h a n n a 5 patches on hillsides, and  cardam om  
ravines.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . Found singly or in pairs, often in  com pany w ith roving 
bands of insectivorous species. R a th e r sluggish. Flits unobtrusively among 
the undergrow th and  lower trees, catching insects on the wing in typical 
flycatcher fashion or dropping to the  ground now and  again to pick up  a 
morsel. c W hen perched on a  b ranch, bolt upright, has a  peculiar way of 
spreading its ta il and  screwing it from  side to side, rem iniscent o f the Thick
billed Flowerpecker (Dicaeum agile)' —  SA. Its qu iet and  retiring habits 
m ake it  seem ra re r th an  it is. R ecent m ist-netting, for instance, has shown 
it to be quite  com m on an d  breeding a t M ahableshw ar (c. 18°N.) whence 
no t recorded previously.

f o o d . Chiefly insects; occasionally also berries.
v o ic e  and  c a l l s . A  low tsk-tsk (Betts). A  double call o f two soft, 

trem ulous notes, the second slightly lower in  pitch, a  little like the nasal 
call o f the Paradise Flycatcher. Song, high-pitched, sweet and  rich though 
‘ a  litde  squeaky, divided in to  phrases of as m any as nine notes 5 (Nichols).

b r e e d in g . Season, F ebruary  to Septem ber, b u t chiefly during the 
monsoon. Nest, a  rough un tidy  structure m ainly of green moss, the neat 
inner cup lined w ith  lichen, fine grass or rootlets; generally placed on a  ledge 
o f a  mossy rock, or in  a  hole in  a  dead stum p or bank, no t far from the ground, 
in  hum id  forest. Eggs, alm ost invariably 4, resem bling those of Copsychus: 
pale sea-green to  w arm  yellowish stone profusely blotched all over with 
dark  brow n, m ore so a t  the  large end. Average size of 45 eggs 20*2 X 
15*5 m m  (Baker). O th e r details o f breeding biology no t recorded.

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters. For details of plumage, see Baker 
loc. cit.

Y o u n g .  Above, olive-brown with ochraceous streaks on head and small spots 
• with dark margins on mantle. Lesser, median, greater coverts and tertials with 

ochraceous tips. Below, ochraceous, breast with dark margins, throat paler, belly 
whitish. Wings and tail as in adult of corresponding sex. First-winter birds recognized 
by pale tips of unmoulted greater coverts.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull) ^
cfcf 73-81 16-18 ' 18-19 57-64 mm
9 9 72-76 16-17 18-19 54-62 mm

(SA)
Wing of 15 cfcf 75-80 (av. 73-5); 16 9 9 70-74 mm (Koelz)
Weight 10 cTc?1 (Apr.-May) 14-20 (av. 18); 11 9 9 (Apr.-May) 17-23 

(av. 19-9) g — SA.
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colours of bare parts. Iris brown. Bill brownish black; mouth greyish pink 
or slaty pink. Legs and feet pale horny brown tinged with purplish.

M u s c ic a p a  p o l io g e n y s  (Brooks)

K ey to  th e Su bsp ecies
Page

A Paler. Upperparts more greyish ; crown darker than back...............
.......................................................................M . p. poliogenys 186

B Darker. Upperparts more brownish; crown and back concolorous
..............................................................................M . p. cachariensis 188

C Upperparts greyer than A, distinctly washed with blue in ..........
.............................................................................................M . p. vemayi 188

1436. W estern  B rooks’s F lyca tcher. Muscicapa poliogenys poliogenys
(Brooks)

Cyornis poliogenys Brooks, 1879, Stray Feathers 8: 469 
(Salbari, Sikkim Terai)

Baker, FBI No. 673 (part), Vol. 2: 247 
P la te  80, fig . 12, facin g  p. 176

local names. None recorded.
s iz e . Sparrow  —; length  c. 14 cm  (5£ in .). *
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . Above, olive-brown, greyer on crow n an d  sides o f 

head. A  pale eye-ring. T ail rufous-brow n. Below, th ro a t w hitish or buff, 
rest o f underparts fulvous, darker on breast. Sexes alike.

This nondescript species m ay be confused w ith  several o th er fem ale 
flycatchers w ith m ore or less rufous u n d erp a rts ; these species m ay  be elim i
nated  as follows: M . hyperythra has a  rufous th ro a t an d  rufous-brow n sides 
of head. M . tickelliae has an  orange-rufous th ro a t an d  blue tail. M . hodgsonii 
has an  olive-buff th ro a t and  lacks any  fulvous on b reast a n d  belly. M . 

ferruginea has a  m ore rusty tail, rufous lower belly an d  a  very  p rom inen t 
white eye-ring. M . rubeculoides has a  less w hitish th roa t, a  pu re  w hite belly 
and  under tail-coverts. M . monileger has a  w hite th ro a t w ith  a  w ell-defined 
black gorget bordering it. M . banyumas has a  b righ t rufous th ro a t an d  
breast.

Fem ale Blue C hat (.Erithacus brunneus) differs only in  having  the  sides o f 
head olive-brown, no t dark  grey, an d  in  being m ore terrestria l w ith  longer 
legs.

sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  an d  h a b it a t . C om m on resident. F rom  cen tra l 
N epal through Sikkim, D arjeeling, the Ja lp a ig u ri duars a n d  B hu tan  foot
hills (probably in tergrad ing  here w ith  cachariensis) ;  also the  G aro, K hasi 

* and  M izo hills o f Assam, and  ad jacen t hills of East Pakistan  to  the  C hit- 
tagong region , from  the edge of the plains to r. 1500 m. Affects evergreen 
an d  deciduous forest, m ore open country  in  w inter.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . L ittle  recorded. Affects bushes an d  undergrow th  
though generally keeps h igher up  am ong trees. H ops over a n d  a b o u t 
fallen stum ps and  brushw ood in  forest like a  ch a t (Stevens'). See also
1438. 1



Muscicapa poliogenys and M. albicaudata

k o _____________ (to__________ 80 ^ _________ 901 0
Distributional ranges

I_I M . p. poliogenys (1436). W tiZA M . p. cachariensis (1437).
M . p .  vemayi (1438). lUllllllll M . albicaudata (1446).

f o o d . Insects.
v o ic e  and  c a l l s . Alarm -notes tik-tik-tik-tik. Song, a  pleasing trill 

(Stevens); mellow and  varied, rendered as * doe-doe-chi-cha, surani-so-swent, 
snareeti-do-deee * (Fleming).

b r e e d in g . Season, m iddle of A pril till end of Ju n e . Nest, a com pact cup 
m ostly of green moss m ixed w ith some dead leaves and  fine grass, lined with 
rootlets; placed in  a  hollow in  a  bank or am ong boulders, or in a  hole in 
some dead stum p, w ithin a  m etre from  the ground. Eggsy 3 to 5, pale olive- 
green or olive-buff, so densely covered w ith reddish or red-brow n specks 
as to appear uniform ly reddish brow n. Average size o f 40 eggs 18*5 X 
14*6 m m  (Baker). Incubation  by both  sexes; period unrecorded.

M useum D iagnosis. For distinction from cachariensis and vemayi see 1437 and 
1438 respectively (under Museum Diagnosis).

Y o u n g  similar to that of M . rubeculoides.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

t f d 7! 72-79 15-17 c. 18 60-65 mm
9 $ 71-78 15-16 c. 18 56-62 mm

(BB, Rand & Fleming)
colours of bare  parts. Iris brown. Bill black. Legs and feet pale greyish 

pink to pale fleshy.
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1437. E a s te rn  B rooks’s F lyca tcher. Muscicapa poliogenys cachariensis
(M adarisz)

Siphia cachariensis Madar&sz, 1884, Zeitschr. Ges. O m .: 52, pi. 1, fig. 2
(Dhilkusha, Cachar)

Cyomis poliogenys saturatior Robinson & Kinnear, 1927, Bull. Brit.
Om . Cl. 48 : 43 (Dibrugarh, Assam)

Baker, FBI No. 673 (part), Vol. 2: 247

local name. Dao-putti (Cachari). 
s iz e . Sparrow  —; length  c. 14 cm  (5£ in .). 
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . As in  1436 b u t th ro a t fulvous as breast. 
sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  an d  h a b it a t . C om m on resident. N E F A  south 

th rough  N agaland , Assam in  the  C achar hills, a n d  M an ip u r. F rom  the 
edge o f the  plains to  c. 1500 m . Affects various kinds o f ju n g le  as well as 
w et trop ical forest.

Extralimital. A djacen t hills o f B urm a. 
g e n e r a l  h a b it s , f o o d  an d  v o ic e . As in  1436. 
b r e e d in g . As in  1436.
M useum D iagnosis. Differs from nominate race (1436) in being darker and 

having the ochraceous of breast almost reaching the chin. Above browner, less 
greyish, the crown not differentiated from the back.

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1436.

1438. P e n in su la r  B rooks’s Flycatchei*. Muscicapa poliogenys vemayi
(W histler)

Cyomis poliogenys vemayi Whistler, 1931, Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl. 52: 23 
(Sankrametta, 3500 ft, Vizagapatam dist., Eastern Ghats)

Not in Baker, FBI

local  names. None recorded.
s iz e . Sparrow  —; length  £ .14  cm  (5J in .).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . A s in  1436 b u t m ale  has a  bluish  w ash on upper- 

parts. Looks very  like Q uaker B abbler, Alcippe poioicephala (1389) b u t 
keeps singly, n o t in  flocks.

st a t u s , d is t r ib u t io n  a n d  h a b it a t . C om m on resident. T h e  E aste rn  
G hats from  n o rth ern  O rissa (M ayurbhan j) an d  no rtheaste rn  A n d h ra  P radesh  
(V ishakhapatnam  d istric t); from  the  p lains to  1000m . Affects secondary 
deciduous a n d  evergreen forest.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . C haracteristically  flycatcher, b u t frequen tly  descends 
to  the ground an d  hops ab o u t am ong the  debris a n d  underg row th  looking 
confusingly like a  fem ale shortw ing o r b lue chat. 

f o o d  a n d  v o ic e . As in  1436. 
b r e e d in g . U nrecorded . P robab ly  as in  1436.
M useum D iagnosis. F e m a l e  and first-year m a l e  differ from poliogenys in the 

greyer tint of the upperparts. Adult m a l e  distinguished by a bluish wash over the 
whole of the upperparts, more pronounced on the head and nape, becoming a 
definite bright blue on the longer upper tail-coverts and outer webs of the rectrices. 
Males breed in both stages of plumage.
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MEASUREMENTS

M l Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

? ?  2 " ?  15-16 18-20 60-68 mm
9 9 70-74 14“ 16 18-20 55-60 mm

(HW, SA)
COLOURS OF BARE parts. As in 1436.

1439. P a le  B lue  F ly c a tc h e r . Muscicapa unicolor ttnicolor (Blyth)

Cyomis unicolor Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 1007 (Darjeeling) 
Baker, FBI No. 655, Vol. 2: 230 
P late  83, fig, 1, facing p. 224

local names. None recorded.
size. Sparrow  length £.16 cm (6£ in.).
FIELD characters. M a l e  (adult). Above, blue, brighter on forehead, 

supercilium  and  shoulder, deeper on tail. Below, th roat pale blue, breast 
blue changing to whitish on belly. U nder tail-coverts scalloped grey and 
white.

M ay only be confused w ith the V erditer Flycatcher (1445), which is 
m ore blue-green and  lacks the whitish on belly.

F e m a l e .  Above, olive-brown, wings and  tail brow ner; pale lores and 
eye-ring. Below, pale grey-brown.

M ay be confused w ith female M . hodgsonii which is smaller, has an olive- 
bu ff th roat and  whitish belly. Fem ale o f M . vivida is darker olive below and 
has a  fulvous throat.

STATUS, distribution and  habitat. Imperfectly known. Uncom mon in 
the western p a rt o f its range, comm on b u t locally distributed in  the east. 
G arhw al (A. E. Osmaston, JB N H S 28: 148), Nepal (Biswas, JBN H S 59: 
815), Sikkim, B hutan, NEFA , N agaland, M anipur, Assam in the Cachar, 
K hasi and  G aro hills, and  East Pakistan in the Chittagong H ill Tracts 
(R ash id ); from the foothills in  w inter to  a t least 1800 m  in  sum m er; optim um  
breeding a ltitude about 1500 m. Affects dense forest, secondary and bamboo 
jungle, and  hum id forest on steep hillsides.

Extralimital. Extends east to Laos. A nother subspecies in the M alay 
Peninsula, Sum atra, J a v a  and  Borneo.

general habits. Frequents undergrow th as well as high trees. Makes 
sallies for insects b u t does no t use regular perches. Twitches up its tail half- 
cocked betw een the drooping wings.

food. Insects.
voice and  calls. A  characteristic tr-r-r (of alarm  ?) as it twitches its 

tail (SA). Song described as beautiful, ‘ arresting and characteristic* 
(Smythies) and  richer than  th a t o f most flycatchers (Baker).

breeding. L ittle known. Season, April to June . Nest, described mostly 
from m aterial brought in by locals. Said to have been placed in holes between 
boulders in ravines and  stream  banks, or in holes in tree-trunks; m ade mostly 
o f moss and  lichen, the inner cup lined w ith rootlets. Eggs, norm ally 4, 
deep yellow-buff so densely freckled as to appear uniformly chocolate-brown. 
Average size of 14 eggs 23• 1 X 17-5 m m  (Baker).
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M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters.
Y o u n g .  Above, spotted with rich ochraceous. Ear-coverts fulvous with darker 

tips. Greater coverts and tertials with ochraceous tips. Wing and tail as in adult, 
sex for sex. Below, dull ochraceous, paler on belly, with faint dark margins on belly 
and throat, well marked on breast. F i r s t - w i n t e r  birds recognized by palp tips 
of tertials.

MEASUREMENTS
Wins: Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
cfcf 80-85 17-18 17-19 70-76 mm
9 9 76-84 17-18 17-19 67-72 mm

(BB, Stresemann, SA)
Weight 1 c? 21; 1 9 21 g (SA).
colours of bare pa rts . Iris dark brown. Bill black, base of lower mandible 

grey. Legs and feet dark brown.

1440. B lu e th ro a te d  F ly c a tc h e r .  Muscicapa rubeculoides rubeculoides (Vigors)

Pkoenicurus rubeculoides V igors, 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 35 (Darjeeling)
Baker, FBI No. 657, Vol. 2: 231 
P la te  79, fig . 3, fac in g  p . 160

local names. Ghatki (Bengali); M anzil pho (Lepcha); Neelachenpan (Malayalam).
size. Sparrow  —; length  c. 14 cm  (5£ in .).
field characters. M a l e  (ad u lt) . Above, du ll u ltram arin e  blue, b rig h te r 

on forehead an d  supercilium . Lores black. Below, th ro a t 
A dark  b lue; b reast rufous; belly a n d  u n d er tail-coverts w hite

\ \ \ v\Mw I I I  w ashed w ith  buff.
/  D ark  blue th ro a t in  conjunction w ith  rufous b reast an d  

w hite belly identifies the  m ale.
™  F e m a l e .  Above, olive-brow n tinged  w ith  rufous on

x c. 1 rum p . Pale lores a n d  eye-ring. Below , th ro a t buff; b reast 
ochraceous, rest o f u nderparts  w hite.

Several o ther flycatchers, m ostly females, have a  rufous b reast a n d  are  
very sim ilar. T hey  m ay  be elim inated  as follows: M . parva an d  subrubra 
have w hite tail-bases; M . hyperythra, poliogenys a n d  sapphira a  m ore o r less 
ochraceous belly, no t w hite; Af. tickelliae has a  bluish  ta il; M . hodgsonii has 
a  buffish olive th ro a t a n d  b reast; M . banyumas has b o th  th ro a t a n d  b reast 
rufous, and  belly w ashed w ith  buff, less pu re  w h ite ; M . pallipes has a  chest
n u t tail an d  is larger. M . poliogenys is alm ost iden tica l b u t has a  w h iter 
th roat, an d  an  ochraceous wash on belly.

status, distribution an d  habitat. A  p a rtia l m ig ran t, generally  com 
m on on its breeding grounds, b u t very  w idely scattered  in  w inter. Breeds 
in  the  H im alayas from  K ashm ir (specimens in  Brit. M us.) a n d  G ham ba  to  
N E FA ; also N agaland , M an ip u r a n d  the  hills o f Assam  a n d  E ast P ak istan  
south to  the C hittagong H ill T rac ts ; from  the foothills norm ally  to  c. 1500 m , 
locally to 1800 m  an d  even 2 1 0 0 m  (N epal, D iesselhorst). Affects forest 
w ith  plenty o f undergrow th , wooded nullahs, well-wooded gardens and  
secondary forest.
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Muscicapa rubeculoides

i^O |?0 8 0 ^ ^  9p|

■ H  Breeding range Winter

Extralimital. A djacent Burm a. T he species extends to Szechuan, Hupeh 
and  V ietnam .

migration. A  sum m er (breeding) visitor to the Himalayas, arriving in 
M arch , leaving in  Septem ber. Has been recorded in Sikkim at c. 1100 m in 
w inter. A  resident or altitudinal m igrant in Assam. W inters scatteredly in the 
hills of southern Ind ia  (low country to c. 900 m) from Belgaum southwards, 
T am il N adu, the Eastern Ghats, West Bengal (common) and in the plains 
and  foothills of East Pakistan and  Assam. Also the northern part of Ceylon 
where it arrives in  O ctober, up  to c. 1000 m  in the hills. In  this season, affects 
well-wooded country, secondary and bam boo jungle.

general habits. Keeps to undergrow th of bushes and low trees; makes 
sallies for insects b u t rarely returns to the same perch or even the same tree. 
F requently  drops to the ground m om entarily to pick up a  morsel, sometimes 
jerk ing  open and  flicking forward the wings to stampede a  cricket or grass
hopper lurking am ongst the m ulch. Flicks up partially cocked tail from time 
to tim e while u ttering its call- or alarm -note.

food. Insects and  grubs.
voice and  calls. Alarm -note chr-r, chr-r; call-note click, click or chik, 

chik (SA). Song, a  clear bu t short phrase or metallic trill similar in pattern 
to th a t of Tickell’s Flycatcher (1442) bu t somewhat richer; a  song heard 
in  w inter has been rendered as ciccy-ciccy-dccy-ciccy-see, the first two ciccy 
h igher in  pitch (Sm ythies). O ften given from the low limb of a  tree when 
sitting quietly. Song period in Nepal, m id April to m id Ju ly  (Proud). Also 
sings sporadically in  winter.
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b r e e d in g . Stoson, A pril to August. D ouble-brooded in Assam b u t 
apparen tly  single-brooded in the H im alayas. sst, p laced  in  a  hollow  in  a  
mossy bank or crevices in  rocks on stream  banks and  ravines, holes in  dead  
stum ps, holes and  clefts in  tree-trunks o r in  hollow  bam boo, occasionally 
am ong thick clum ps o f ferns an d  orchids grow ing on the  tru n k  o f  a  moss- 
covered tree ; m ade m osdy o f green moss, som etim es m ixed w ith  some dead  
leaves, grass bents an d  lichen, lined w ith  fine rootlets. Eggs, no rm ally  4, 
rarely  5, occasionally 3, pale  olive o r yellowish stone very  densely stippled  
w ith  olive-brown or reddish  olive-brow n. A verage size o f 60 eggs 18-7 X 
14-3 mm (Baker). Both sexes share incubation  a n d  care  o f young. In cu b a 
tion period e ither eleven o r twelve days.

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters. For details of plumages see Baker,
loc. cit.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
65-77 14-16 15-18 50-60 mm

9 9 66-74 14-15 15-18 49-55 mm
(SA, BB)

Weight 3 (?(?  (March) 12-18; 14 cfc? (October, in winter quarters) 13-19 
(av. 14-9), 14 9 9 (ditto) 10-16 (av. 13*6) g — SA.

colours of bare  pa rts . Iris dark brown. Bill brownish black; mouth greyish 
pink or slaty pink. Legs and feet greyish brown (yellowish fleshy in juvenile).

1441. L a rg e b il le d  B lu e  F ly c a tc h e r ,  Muscicapa banyumas magnirostris
(Blyth)

Cyomis magnirostris Blyth, 1849, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 18: 814 (Darjeeling)
Baker, FBI No. 663, Vol. 2: 236 
P la te  83, fig . 2, fa c in g  p, 224

local  nam e . Daogatang (Cachari).
size. Sparrow  — ; length  c. 14 cm  (5£ in .).
field  characters. M a l e  (adu lt). Above, indigo-blue, b rig h te r on  fore

head  an d  shoulders; lores black. Below, th ro a t a n d  b rea s t a n d  flanks o range- 
rufous; belly an d  u n der tail-coverts w hite.

M ay  be confused w ith  M . sapphira w hich is m ore b rillian t u ltram arin e  
blue on crow n an d  ru m p  an d  has a  m ore greyish belly. M . hodgsonii is slaty  
above an d  has w hite  in  tail. T h e  nearly  iden tica l tickelliae is n o t likely to  
occur in  the  range o f banyumas.

F e m a l e .  Above, olive-brow n; a  fulvous eye-ring. Below , th ro a t a n d  
breast orange-rufous; belly w hite w ashed w ith  buff.

M . sapphira is sm aller, m ore rufescent above a n d  has th e  b reast tinged  
w ith  olive. M . poliogenys has greyer sides o f h ead  a n d  w hitish  th ro a t. M . 
rubeculoides has a  b u ff th ro a t, p a le r th a n  b reast a n d  a  p u re r w hite  belly. 
See also 1440 u n d er F ield C haracters.

status, distribution an d  habitat. A  ra re  a n d  little-know n species. 
C entra l N epal (one recen t reco rd : Low ndes, JB N H S  53: 33, 1955), Sikkim  
(no recent records), N E FA  (obtained  in  the  M iri H ills by  G od w in-A usten), 
the  Sadiya frontier trac t, Assam in  the  C ach ar a n d  K hasi hills (Baker),

192 M U S C I C A P I N A E



^ ^*JT ft/i o  i Tt. ..—
Inchesr y f

PLATE 81
1 Muscicapa s. strophiata, Orangegorgetted Flycatcher (1414). 2 Aluscicapa sapphira, Sapphireheaded 
Flycatcher (1426). 3 Muscicapa l. leucomelanura, Slaty Blue Flycatcher (1424). 4 Muscicapella h. hodgsoni, 
Pygmy Blue Flycatcher (1447). 5 Muscicapa g. grandis, Large Niltava (1428). 6 Rhipidura hypoxantha, 
Yellowbellied Fantail Flycatcher (1450), position of tail wrong — see text. 7 Saxicola t. indica, Collared 
Bushchat (1697). 8 Phoenicurus schisticeps, YVhitethroated Redstart (1676). 9 Phoetiicurus e. grandis, 
Guldenstadt’s Redstart (1678).



N agaland  (Stevens), Manipur  (H um e), and  possibly the Chittagong region 
o f East Pakistan. A ltitudinal distribution little known. T he Nepal specimen 
was collected a t c. 2600 m  in  A ugust; in Assam, breeds between 750 and 
1800 m , m ostly above 1200 m , while in  the  M argherita  area  it is found as 
low as 300 m  in  sum m er. H im alayan population appears to w inter in  
B urm a (southern Shan  States and  Tenasserim) while Assam birds spread 
over the  ad jacen t plains in  w inter. Affects shady ravines and  dense, hum id 
forest w ith  plentiful undergrow th.

Extralimital. T h e  species extends to  Y unnan, the Indochinese countries, 
Ja v a , Borneo an d  Palaw an.

general habits. U nrecorded.
food . Insects.
voice an d  calls. ‘A  cheerful little song.’ A  song heard  by Lister near 

D aijeeling  (JB N H S 52: 43) m ay belong to this species; it is rendered as 
tsea-sea-si-e-e-e-e.

breeding . Season, end  o f A pril to Ju n e . Nest, m ade o f moss and  lined 
w ith  moss-roots, usually placed on the ground in  some hollow am ong plants 
on a  bank  o r betw een the  roots o f a  tree, sometimes in  a  hole in  a  dead 
stum p, o r well h idden  against a  moss-covered trunk, quite low down. 
Eggs, 4  or 5, pale  sea-green or buff-stone w ith  sm all blotches o f pale brown 
o r chocolate-brow n form ing a  b road  zone a t the larger end. Average size 
o f 40 eggs 19*1 X 14*6 m m  (Baker). No o ther details recorded.

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters.
Y o u n g .  Above, brown with ochraceous spots. Below, breast ochraceous with 

dark margins, belly paler. First-winter birds recognized by unmoulted greater 
coverts.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from feathers)
cJ* $ 76-83 c. 15 c. 19 55-61 mm

(Baker)
colours of bare  pa rts . Iris brown. Bill black. Legs and feet pale fleshy white 

to light horny brown.

M uscicapa tickelliae (Blyth)

K ey  to  th e Subspecies
Deeper blue above................................................. .. M . L jerdoni
Lighter blue above................................................... M . t. tickelliae

1442. T ic k e l l’s  R e d b r e a s te d  B lu e  F ly c a tc h e r . Muscicapa tickelliae
tickelliae (Blyth)

C.(yomis) Tickelliae Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 941 
(Central India =  Borabhum)

Baker, FBI No. 660, Vol. 2: 234 
P la te  82, fig . 3, facin g  p. 208

local  name. Adhardnga (Gujarati); Neelakkuruvi (Malayalam, Tamil).
size. Sparrow  —; length c. 14 cm  ( 5 | in.).
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field  characters. M a l e  (adu lt). Above, indigo-blue, b righ ter (azure 
blue) on forehead, supercilium  a n d  shoulders. Below, th ro a t a n d  breast 
orange-rufous; belly white.

A lm ost identical w ith  M . banyumas; M . rubeculoides is very  sim ilar b u t has 
a  blue th roat.

F e m a l e .  L ike m ale b u t du ller an d  greyer above; lores dull bluish or 
whitish. Rufous o f breast paler. Easily confused w ith  M . poliogenys vemayi 
(1438) b u t w hich has a  w hitish th ro a t (v. orange-rufous concolorous w ith  
breast).

status, distribution an d  habitat. C om m on resident, subject to  local 
m ovem ents. T he  In d ian  Peninsula from  U tta r  P radesh  (D ehra  D u n  and

Muscicapa ticket I iae

I60_____________ ± 0 ___________ 8 0 ^ __________ 90]________ lo o lv  \

Distributional ranges
i= = l tickelliae (1442). ■ ■  jerdoni (14 4 3).

the  Siwalik foothills [O sm aston], G onda a n d  G o rakhpu r), sou thern  B ihar 
an d  southw estern W est Bengal, sou th  to  th e  C ardam om  H ills (K erala) 
an d  west to  a  line from  K u tch , M t A bu, S am b h ar L ake a n d  M ussooree; 
thence east th rough  E. Pakistan  (R ashid) a n d  Assam  (N. C achar, Baker, 

9 : 124). N esting repo rted  from  M urree  (B uchanan  in W histler’s 
M S .). Breeds m ostly in  m ore broken  coun try  a n d  hills (in sou thern  In d ia  
up  to c. 1500 m ) an d  spreads o u t over th e  plains in  w in ter (O ctober to  M ay). 
Affects th ick  bushes in  o r n e a r  forest a n d  stream s, deciduous scrub  a n d  
bam boo jung le , overgrow n nullahs, village groves, w ooded gardens, an d  
orchards. Prefers a  d rier facies th an  the  B luethroated  F lycatcher.

Extralinutal. Extends th rough  B urm a, the  Indochinese countries, M alaysia , 
Indonesia an d  the  Philippines.



general habxts. Keeps singly, often in m ixed hunting  parties. Perches 
bolt up righ t a  couple o f m etres from  the ground, flicking its tad  and uttering 
a  sharp  tick, tick from  tim e to tim e. Flits about in  scrub and  undergrow th, 
catching  m ost of its food in the a ir, sometimes hovering a t a  flower or sprig 
to take an  insect.

Display. T h e  m ale, while leaning on one side, raises the  feathers of his 
head  an d  back an d  vibrates them  as if  to a ttrac t the  female, keeping the 
body im m obile, the  ta il slightly spread and  ben t a  little sideways (Dharm a- 
kum arsinhji).

food. Insects, chiefly d ip tera.
voice an d  calls. Song, a  short, m etallic trill o f six to ten  notes, the 

first h a lf  descending, the  second ascending the scale (Bates). Unm istakable 
an d  often the  first ind ication  o f the  b ird ’s presence; u ttered  throughout the 
year, b u t chiefly in  A pril-M ay . Call-note tick-tick.

breeding . Season A pril to  August, chiefly M ay  and  June . Nest, placed 
in  crevices o r on ledges o f rock, holes in  trees o r in  crevices form ed by the 
tw isting aerial roots o f large, parasitic  fig trees; in  the  la tte r case it m ay be 
well up  above the  ground, b u t usually it is placed w ithin a  couple of metres 
from  it. Nests have been found in  walls and  on window-ledges of disused 
houses; also u n d er a  prickly pear root in  a  bank and  in  a  rubbish heap of 
d ry  leaves (B etham , JB N H S  14: 398). M ain  m aterial is green moss, loosely 
packed, often m ixed w ith  some dead  leaves or grass bents, the  inner cup 
usually lined w ith  fine rootlets. In  d rier regions, d ry  bam boo leaves and  
fine grass a re  used. Eggs, 3 o r 4, occasionally 5, sim ilar to  those of M . 
rubeculoides (1440). A verage size o f 80 eggs 18*4 X 14*2 m m  (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. M a l e  differs from the very similar banyumas (1441) in 
being a darker blue above, with the orange-rufous of breast not extending quite 
as far down on upper abdomen. Some males have extreme point of chin blue-black. 
Wing of banyumas averages somewhat longer.

F e m a l e  very similar to male M . poliogenys vemayi (1438) but blue of upper 
tail-coverts a little brighter and blue of forehead and supercilium somewhat more 
pronounced.

There is no spring moult, and the complete autumn moult takes place from the 
end of August to October.

Y o u n g  (juvenile) shows characteristic spotting but upperparts have a dark 
bluish tinge; wings and tail blue in both sexes: brighter in male, duller and greyer 
in female.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
70-77 14-16 17-20 56-68 mm

9 9 68-73 14-16 16-19 54-57 mm
(SA, HW)

Weight 7 14-16; 3 9 9 12-16 g. 19 (upsexed, in 9 plumage) 12-17
(av. 14*6) g — SA.

colours o f  bare  pa rts . Iris brown. Bill brownish black; mouth blackish pink, 
greyish pink or yellowish pink. Legs and feet greyish brown or pinkish slate.
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1443. Ceylon T ickelPs F ly catch er. Muscicapa tickelliae jerdoni
(Holdsw orth)

Cyomis jerdoni * G. R. Gray * =  Holdsworth, 1872, Proc. Zool. Soc.
London: 442 (few miles from Colombo, Ceylon)

Cyomis tickelliae nesaea Oberholser, 1920, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 33: 86
(Walgama, Ceylon)

Baker, FBI No. 662, Vol. 2: 236
local names. Kopi-kurulld, Mdrdwd (Sinhala); Kopi kuruvi (Tamil). 
size. Sparrow  —; length  c. 14 cm  (5J in .). 
field characters. As in  1442, q.v. See M useum  Diagnosis. 
status, distribution an d  habitat. R esident, w idely d istribu ted  a n d  

m oderately plentiful. Ceylon, from  the  low lands to  c. 1300 m , occasionally 
higher. Affects forests an d  well-wooded areas. 

general habits, food an d  voice. As in  1442.
breeding. Season, M arch  to  Ju n e , occasionally starting  in  la te  F eb ru ary  

in  the low country. O ne nest recorded in  O ctober. Nest a n d  eggs as in  
1442; clutch size norm ally  3. A verage size o f 11 eggs 19*5 X 14*8 m m  
(Phillips).

M useum D iagnosis. M a l e  differs from & tickelliae (1442) in being a darker, 
deeper blue above and slighdy more rufous on breast, showing less white on abdomen. 
F e m a l e  slightly paler. In both sexes the bills average slighdy larger and stronger. 

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
13 71-76 15-17 16-18 56-63 mm
3 ?  9 70-75 15-16 16-18 54-61 mm

(HW)
Weight 1 18 g (SDR).
colours of bare pa rts . As in 1442.

1444. D usky Blue F ly ca tch e r. Muscicapa sordida (W alden)

Glaucomyias sordida Walden, 1870, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. 5: 218
(Ceylon)

Baker, FBI No. 667, Vol. 2: 241 
P la te  83, fig. 3, fac ing  p . 224

local name. Gini-kurulld (Sinhala).
size. Sparrow  — ; length c. 14 cm  (5£ in .).
field characters. A  dark  bluish grey flycatcher w ith  ceru lean  blue 

forehead, black lores and  whitish belly. Sexes v irtua lly  a like; fem ale very 
slightly duller.

Could be easily confused w ith Pale Blue (1439), b u t for a llopatry . 
Ranges o f the  tw o widely disjunct.

status, distribution and  habitat. R esident, m oderate ly  p len tifu l; 
Ceylon. Confined to the H ill zone from  900 to  over 2100 m , occasionally 
as low as 450 m  in  the  R a tto ta  district. Affects forest a n d  w ell-w ooded 
ravines.
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Muscicapa thalassina and M. sordida

160 [70 80 ^  90

Distributional ranges

H I  M . t. thalassina (1445), breeding. Winter

rl M . sordida (1444).

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . Generally perches on low branches, logs or rocks close 
to  the ground.

f o o d . Beetles, caterpillars and  flying insects; also berries (Rubus, Lantana, 
etc.).

v o ic e  and  c a l l s . A sweet, ra ther loud song consisting of five or six 
notes, constantly repeated, u ttered  from a  fairly high perch in  a  tree during 
the  courting season. Also a  subdued sub-song w ith the same notes and 
cadence (H enry). Call-note a  soft, low chip-chip.

b r e e d in g . Season, late February  to early Ju n e ; above c. 1500 m  nesting 
takes place again in August and  Septem ber. Nest, placed on ledges and in 
crevices in  moss-covered banks and  vertical rock faces in heavy forest, or 
in cavities in tree-trunks, usually below three metres bu t sometimes as high 
as six m etres in a  hollow b ran c h ; m ade entirely of green moss, the inner cup 
lined w ith fine rootlets. Exceptionally a  nest m ay be placed in a  low fork; 
in  this case it is a  com pact, well-built cup o f green moss, tendrils and  bits of 
dead  leaves, lined w ith rootlets. Eggs, generally 2, exceptionally 3, pale 
cream y pink to w arm  salmon-pink, lightly and  thinly freckled with pale 
reddish, the m arkings form ing a  ring or a cap around the large end. Average 
size of 60 eggs 20 X 14-8 m m  (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. See Field Characters. For details of plumages see Baker, 
loc. cit. Postnuptial moult takes place between August and December.

Y o u n g .  Above, dull olive-brown, each feather with an elongated fulvous apical 
spot and indistinctly edged with blackish. Below, chin and throat fulvous gradually 
growing paler on breast and white on flanks, abdomen and under tail-coverts, the



feathers edged with sooty black. These edges most conspicuous on breast and dis
appearing on chin and vent and under tail-coverts (Whistler).

measurements
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
6 & &  77-82 16-17 18-19 62-65 mm
4 5 5  71-79 16-17 18-19 57-63 mm

(HW)
colours of bare pa rts . Iris red-brown or brown. Bill black. Legs and feet 

dark lead colour (Wait).

1445. Verditer Flycatcher. Muscicapa tkalassina thalassina Swainson

Muscicapa thalassina Swainson, 1838, Nat. Library, Flycatchers 21: 252 (India) 
Muscicapa melanops Vigors, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 172, 

nec M . melanops Vieillot, 1818 
Baker, FBI No. 665, Vol. 2: 239 
P la te  79, fig . 5 , fa c in g  p . 160

local names. Puthir chitta, Nil-katkatia (Bengali); Sibyell-pho (Lepcha); Dao- 
tisha lili gadeba (Cachari); Neelameni (Malayalam).

s iz e . Sparrow  ± ;  length  c. 15 cm  (6 in .).
FIELD c h a r a c t e r s . M a l e  (adu lt). E n tirely  blue-green  o r verdigris 

(colour o f oxydized copper), b righ te r on head  an d  th ro a t, 
A darker on wings an d  ta il; a  b lack  p a tc h  in  fron t o f eyes

t (lores) very p rom inent. F e m a l e  du lle r a n d  greyer b u t
w ithout accom panying m ale to  com pare w ith , difficult to  sex. 

st a t u s , d is t r ib u t io n  an d  h a b it a t . C om m on sum m er 
™  (breeding) visitor to  the  H im alayas, w in tering  w idely spread  

x i over the  whole In d ian  Peninsula, Assam  a n d  E ast Pakistan .
Breeds from  th e ln d u s  V alley an d K ash m ir east th ro u g h N E F A , 

thence south th rough  N agaland, M an ip u r a n d  Assam  in  the  C ach a r a n d  
K hasi hills; from  1200 to  2700 m , locally u p  to  3000 m , op tim um  zone 
1500-2400 m  (see m ap , p. 197). Affects light forest (w ith  a  preference for 
broad-leaved) an d  bushes along stream s; also evergreen a n d  coniferous b u t 
avoids dense and  tall forest.

Extralimital. Extends east to  w estern C hina  a n d  V ie t N am . A nother 
subspecies in  S um atra  and  Borneo.

m ig r a t io n . Arrives on its sum m er (breeding) grounds in  early  M arch  
and  A pril keeping there un til O ctober, a lthough  a  dow nw ard  m ovem ent 
already  starts in Ju ly . A b u n d an t in  the  lower hills in  A ugust a n d  Septem ber. 
W inters from  the H im alayan  foothills (up  to  c. 750 m ) south  th ro u g h o u t the  
In d ian  Peninsula east o f a  line S am bhar L a k e — D w arka [K u tch  (JB N H S 61: 
449), K ath iaw ar (JB N H S 60: 456)] south to  the  hills o f sou thern  K era la , 
and  east to  and  including the  foothills o f Assam  a n d  East Pakistan  to  the  
C hittagong H ill T racts. Keeps m ore to broken coun try  a n d  hilly  regions up  
to c. 1000 m . Frequents edges o f forest, glades, w ooded com pounds, groves 
and  gardens. In  bo th  sum m er an d  w in ter quarters, telephone wires w here 
available provide favourite perches. M ay  be seen in  sou thern  In d ia  from  
O ctober to F eb ruary ; in  the  m ore n o rth ern  parts from  Septem ber to  M arch .
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g e n e r a l  h a b it s . Keeps in pairs in the breeding season; a t other times, 
it  m ay be seen singly or in  pairs (sometimes several pairs), often in  company 
w ith M o n a rc h y  Terpsiphone and  other flycatchers, ioras (A egith ina), leaf 
warblers and  drongos, etc. Perches upright; flicks tail. Makes short aerial 
sallies for insects from the tips of tall trees as well as bushes, seldom returning 
to the same perch b u t flying from branch to branch and tree to tree. Also 
flutters a t flower clusters and  leaf sprigs to stampede insects lurking within 
and  occasionally descends to the ground to pick up a  morsel.

f o o d . Chiefly tiny winged insects.
v o ic e  and  c a l l s . Call-note tze - ju - ju i. Also a  very soft p ’p ’p w e  . 

p y p w e  before giving the song. Song, a  pleasant warble rendered as p e -  
t i t i t i-w u -p iti t i -w e u  uttered  frequently a t intervals of several minutes, some
times in groups o f two or three repetitions. Reminiscent of the song o f  Prunella  
m odu laris (Lister). A  pleasant jingling trill, very like the W hite-eye’s 
(Z o ste ro p s) in  pa ttern , slightly louder. I t  begins almost inaudibly, waxes 
louder, and  soon fades out as it began (SA). O ften delivered from tree-tops 
or o ther exposed stances. Song period in  N epal m id M arch to early Ju ly  
w ith a  resum ption in  August-O ctober (Proud). Very silent in its winter 
quarters.

b r e e d in g . Season, A pril to August. Probably double-brooded. N e s t,  
a  flat thick-sided cup placed in  banks, crevices of rocks, under bridges, 
sometimes in  holes in  walls, under the eaves of an occupied hill-station bunga
low or rafters o f  a  veranda; sometimes in a  hollow am ong moss or ferns 
grow ing on a  tree-trunk up  to 6 m  or so up. M ade mostly of green moss, 
occasionally m ixed w ith o ther m aterials, the neat inner cup lined with 
rootlets, sometimes d ry  grass. E g g s , norm ally 4, sometimes 3, rarely 5, pale 
cream y p ink  or w hite w ith a  ring of tiny reddish blotches around the large 
end. Average size o f 200 eggs 19*3 X 14*6 m m  (Baker). Building, incuba
tion an d  tending  young by both  sexes; incubation period undeterm ined.

M useum D iagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. cit. Postnuptial 
moult completed by October.

Y o u n g .  Grey-brown, more or less tinged with green and spotted with fulvous; 
the spots smaller above larger below, the edges of the feathers being darker. Spots 
on head and nape almost white.

measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

cfcf 80-90 13-15 16-19 65-75 mm
$ $ 78-84 13-15 16-19 60-71 mm

(SA, HW, BB)
Weight 20 <? tf1 15-20 (av. 18-25); 7 9 9 16-20 (av. 18-0) g (SA).
colours of bare parts. Iris dark brown. Bill, legs, feet and claws black. 

Mouth yellowish pink.

1446. Nilgiri Verditer Flycatcher. Muscicapa albicaudata Jerdon

Muscicapa albicaudata Jerdon, 1840, Madras Jour. Lit. Sci. 11: 16 (Nilgiris) 
Baker, FBI No. 668, Vol. 2: 242 
P la te  82, fig . 5 , facin g  p . 208

local name. Neeldkkili (Malayalam).
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s iz e . Sparrow  J t ;  length  c. 15 cm  (6 in .).
FIELD c h a r a c t e r s . M a l e  (adu lt), greenish indigo-blue w ith  b righ t blue 

forehead and  supercilium , black lores, a  w hite pa tch  a t base o f ou ter tail- 
feathers, and  whitish under tail-coverts.

Distinguished from  the w intering V erd iter F lycatcher by  its m uch  darker 
blue coloration and  the w hite pa tch  a t base o f tail.

F e m a l e ,  dull grey-brow n washed w ith  greenish blue. T h e  w hite p a tch  
a t base o f tail identifies it.

sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  an d  h a b it a t . C om m on resident. T h e  southern  
section o f the Sahyadris (W estern G hats) from  the B ab ab u d an  a n d  the 
Biligirirangan hills o f M ysore south th rough  the  Nilgiris, Palnis, a n d  the 
associated ranges o f K era la  to the  A sham bu H ills; from  c . 600 m  to  the  
highest sum m its, m ostly above 1200 m  (see m ap , p. 187). Affects overgrow n 
stream s, cardam om  plantations, coffee shade, glades a n d  edges o f forest, sholas, 
even gardens and  trees n ear houses. M ay  be geographical representative o f 
M .  unicolor along w ith M .  so rd id a  of Ceylon.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . U sually  m et w ith singly, often side by  side w ith  C u li-  
c icapa  ceylonensis, M .  m u ttu i an d  o ther flycatchers. F requents bushes an d  
lower branches o f large trees, sometimes also the  canopy w here i t  m akes 
short aerial sallies after w inged insects. Perches som ew hat u p rig h t an d  
tw itches its ta il u p  an d  dow n w hile calling.

f o o d . Insects, perhaps also some berries.
v o ic e  an d  c a l l s . G eneral p a tte rn  o f song th a t o f V erd ite r F lycatcher; 

rem iniscent also o f P ied Bush C h a t (S A ); ‘ a  sweet phrase o f six to  e igh t 
notes, often w ith  a  glide in  each no te  th a t gives it a  som ew hat m ournfu l 
effect ’ (N ichols); a  sweet w arble u p  an d  dow n the  scale (Betts). D elivered 
from  an  exposed perch  for long periods a t  a  tim e. C all-note, a  series o f  four 
or five sharp  ch ips (Nichols). A  fem ale also recorded  singing (SA).

b r e e d in g . Season , F eb ruary  to  Ju n e , chiefly M arch  a n d  A pril. N e s t  
a  substantial cup o f green moss, the  in n er cup lined  w ith  rootlets a n d  rhizo- 
m orphs; p laced in  banks, holes o r cracks in  trees o r am ong  hang ing  roots; 
sometimes in walls, tinder bridges o r u n d e r the  eaves o f a  house, even an  
occupied one. O ften  the  same site is used in  subsequent years. E g g s , usually  
3, sometimes 2, pale cream y pink  sparsely freckled a ll over w ith  reddish , 
m ore densely a t the larger end w here the  m arkings ten d  to  form  a  ring. 
Average size o f 60 eggs 20 X 14-8 m m  (Baker).

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. For details of plumages see Baker, 
loc. cit.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
c fd 1 75-82 14-15 18-19 59-67 mm
9 9 74-78 13-15 18-19 56-61 mm

(SA, HW)
Weight 10 d ’d ' (March-Apr.) 12-18 (av. 15-9); 4 9  9 (March-Apr.) 16-19 

(av. 17-5) g — SA.
colours of bare  pa rts. Iris dark brown. Bill homy black; mouth greyish 

pink or brownish pink. Legs, feet and claws blackish brown.
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Genus M u s c i c a p e l l a  Bianchi

Muscicapella Bianchi, 1907, Ann. Mus. Zool. Acad. Imp. Sci. St. Petersbourg 12: 
14, 43, new name for Nitidula Blyth, nec Nitidula Fabricius, 1775 

Nitidula Blyth, 1861, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 201.
Type, by monotypy, N . campbelli Blyth =  Nemura hodgsoni Moore 

Distinguished by its small size and narrow, slender bill with well-developed hairs 
over the nostrils.

1447. P ygm y Blue F ly ca tch e r. M u sc ica p e lla  hodgsoni hodgsoni (Moore)

Nemura Hodgsoni Moore, 1854, in Horsfield & Moore, Cat.
Bds. Mus. E. I. Co. 1: 300 (Nepal)

Baker, FBI No. 664, Vol. 2: 237 
P la te  81, fig . 4 , facin g  p . 192

local  names. None recorded.
size. Sparrow  — ; length  c. 8 cm  (3 in .).
field  characters. A  dim inutive, b lue-and-orange flycatcher.

M a l e  (adu lt). A b o ve , da rk  cyan blue, b righ ter on crow n; fore- 
I  head , lores a n d  sides o f head  blue-black. B e lo w , orange-yellow.

F e m a l e .  A b o ve , olive-brow n, m ore rufous on rum p and  upper 
jR PA b tail-coverts; b e lo w , pa le  yellow.

status, distribution a n d  habitat. A  scarce resident* subject 
x Cm to  vertical m ovem ents. F rom  central N epal east through D aijeel- 

ing, Sikkim, B hutan  an d  N EFA , thence south through the Patkai 
R ange , N agaland  a n d  Assam in  the C achar Hills. R ecorded in  sum m er 
from  2100 to  3000 m  (Proud, R a n d  & Flem ing), and  in w inter from 
1800 m  (R ipley) dow n to  the  foothills. Affects dense, tall forest and  

secondary  scrub  a t  the  edge o f clearings or along hill streams.
E x tr a lim i ta l . Extends to  Y unnan  an d  no rthern  T hailand . T h e  species 

ranges south  th rough  the  M alay  Peninsula, S um atra  an d  Borneo.
general habits. A  very sm all, lively an d  restless flycatcher perhaps less 

scarce th an  it appears to be b u t unobtrusive an d  often overlooked. Keeps 
singly, som etim es in  m ixed flocks w ith  P h yllo sco p i, m oving slowly from  tree 
to  tree. F requents dense thickets an d  shrubs as well as tall trees, searching 
the  leaves for insects, sometimes m aking short sallies w ithin the canopy in 
th e ir pursu it o r flu ttering before a  sprig to  stam pede them . Flem ing observed 
them  in  the  tops o f tall oaks, fifteen m etres or m ore from  the ground. I t  
also descends to the  g round  to  pick u p  an  insect, tw itching up  an d  cocking 
the  tail from  tim e to  tim e betw een half-drooping wings in  typical flycatcher 
style, th en  looking ra th e r  like a  shortw ing (SA). 

food . Sm all insects.
voice a n d  galls. A  distinctive, h igh-pitched song t& t  che che che cheeee 

(do, do, te, la, te) (Flem ing). Gall-note, a  feeble ts ip  (Stevens).
breeding . T h e  only record  is a  nest taken  in  N agaland  (altitude ?) by 

M asson (a p u d  Baker) on 20 Ju ly . I t  was a  tiny  saucer o f green moss, lined 
w ith  rootlets, w edged am ong the  thick stems o f a  creeper growing over an  
old stum p. T h e  young w ere old enough to escape.
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M useum D iagnosis. For details of plumages see Baker, loc. cit.
Y o u n g  unknown.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

47-51 c. 11 16-17 34-35 mm
(SA, SDR, Rand & Fleming)

colours of bare parts. Iris brown. Bill brown. Legs and feet bluish grey.

Genus C u l i c i c a p a  Sw inhoe \
Culicicapa Swinhoe, 1871, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 381.

Type, by monotypy, Platyrhynchus ceylonensis Swainson 
Bill very wide at base. Rictal bristles numerous and long. First primary (as.) short. 

Tail square. Young not spotted.

C u l ic ic a p a  c e y l o n e n s is  (Swainson)

K ey  to  th e  Su b sp ecies
Below, both grey and yellow darker.......................C. c. ceylonensis
Below, both grey and yellow paler.......................C. c. calochrysea

1448. N orthern  G reyheaded F ly ca tch e r. Culicicapa ceylonensis calochrysea
O berholser

‘ Cryptolopha cinereocapilla (Vieillot) 5 Hutton, 1848, Jour. Asiat. Soc.
Bengal 17: 689 (Himalayas). Norru nud.

Culicicapa ceylonensis calochrysea Oberholser, 1923, Smith. Misc. Coll. 76: 8 
(Quaymoo Choung =  Left bank of Thaungyin River, lat. 17°15'N. 

Amherst Dist., Tenasserim)
Culicicapa ceylonensis orientalis Baker, 1923, Bull. Brit. O m . Cl. 44: 11

(Szechwan Prov., China)
Culicicapa ceylonensis pallidior Ticehurst, 1927, Bull. Brit. O m . Cl. 47: 108

(Simla)
Baker, FBI No. 679 (part), Vol. 2: 254 

P la te  79, fig . 4 , fa c in g  p . 160

local name. Z&rd-phutki (Bengali).
s iz e . Sparrow  —; length  c. 9 cm  (3£ in .).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . H ead , neck, th ro a t a n d  b reast ashy grey, d a rk er 

on crow n. Back yellowish green, ru m p  yellow. Belly b rig h t

f  yellow. W ings an d  tail b row n edged w ith  yellow. Sexes alike.
sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  a n d  h a b it a t . C om m on sum m er 

visitor o r resident in  the  hills, sp read ing  w idely over th e  plains 
in  w inter. T h e  H im alayas from  th e  In d u s V alley  a n d  K ashm ir 
(scarce) east to  the  M ishm i Hills, thence south  th rough  

x c. 1 N agaland, M an ip u r an d  the  hills o f Assam  a n d  E ast Pakistan  
south to the  C hittagong H ill T rac ts . Breeds chiefly betw een 1500 a n d  2400 m , 
locally up  to  2700 m  or even 3000 m  (N ep a l); in  th e  eastern  H im alayas a n d  
in  Assam breeds dow n to the  foothills. Also the  cen tra l Satpuras above 900 m
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Culicicapa ceylonensis

(go 170__________ 80 ^ __________ 901

Distributional ranges

■ H  calochrysea (breeding). Winter t- 1 ceylonensis (1449).

(Betul and  Pachm arhi) b u t nesting not substantiated, and  almost certainly 
the E astern G hats (V ishakhapatnam  district) b u t sum m er d a ta  entirely 
w anting. Affects open wooded country.

Extralimital. Burm a. T he  species extends to central western China, the 
Indochinese countries, Palaw an, Borneo and  the Sunda islands to Timor. 
A  closely related  species in  the Philippines to Celebes.

m ig r a t io n . M ostly a  sum m er visitor to the Him alayas above 1500 m 
from  early M arch  till Septem ber. W inters in  the foothills (up to c. 1000 m  
in  the  W estern H im alayas, to 1800 m  in  the Eastern) and in  the plains west 
to  Peshaw ar an d  B annu, south in  the  p lain  o f the Indus to R ajanpur, and 
over m ost o f the  Ind ian  Peninsula west to K utch, south to  about the Krishna 
river. In  this season affects forests and  groves.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . A  lively and  confiding bird. Keeps in pairs in the 
breeding season, in  fam ily parties thereafter. In  w inter usually seen singly 
or in  separated twos and  threes in  the mixed hunting parties of tits, nu t
hatches, leaf warblers and  other small birds, acting as outriders and snap
ping  up  any  winged insects escaping from the m ain body. Frequents forest 
glades, wooded ravines, village groves, upcountry gardens w ith large trees, 
etc. Keeps to the lower and  m iddle strata , generally between two and four 
m etres above the ground. H unts am ong the inner branches, actively flitting 
from  bough to  bough, tu rn ing  this way and  th a t on its perch, loosely flicking 
the  tail. M akes agile acrobatic dashes after insects which it seizes with a 
loud snap o f the bill, twisting and  looping in  the a ir and  returning to the 
same base again and  again, all the while uttering its distinctive, sharp 
tw ittering note. Telegraph wires through wooded country provide favourite 
hunting  bases. Body pose erect.
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Display. A bird of a  pa ir would keep flying w ithout ceasing for nearly 
ten minutes, going round and round in a  rough circle of some th irty  m etres 
in diam eter, flying deliberately in  front of a perched bird, presum ably the 
female, turning and flying out again, then hovering for a  m om ent on rap id ly  
vibrating wings; about this time, the presum ed female would fly straight a t 
the male, then re turn  to a  perch. All the while both  birds called continuously. 
T he performance was repeated a t least fifteen to tw enty times (Lister).

fo o d . Tiny winged insects.
v o ic e  and  c a lls . Song, a  surprisingly loud and  lively high-pitched 

trill heard nearly the whole year —  an  interrogative chik . . . whickee- 
whichee? constantly u ttered ; this usually followed after a  second or so by 
wki-chicki, like question and answer. In  breeding season these repeated  a t  
quick and regular intervals for long periods (once tim ed 25 m inutes a t dawn) 
from the same stance (SA). Some variations o f the song rendered  as 
tee-tata-tei, tyissi-a-tyi, etc. (for m ore details see Lister, JB N H S 52: 43). 
Call-notes (by same observer): A  very soft p i t . . . p i t . . . p it while foraging; 
a  frequent, clear kitudk . . . kitw ik (high-low ); and  a  series o f kui-whi-whi 
(rising-low-low); a  quiet chichictrrr w ith variations.

b r e e d in g . Season, A pril to June . Nest, a  h a lf cup of moss an d  lichen bound 
with cobweb, usually unlined, fastened against a  moss- or lichen-covered 
trunk or rock a t heights varying from near the ground to abou t twelve m etres; 
generally composed of the same m aterials as the  substrate, thus rem arkably  
obliterated in  its surroundings. Eggs, 3 or 4, pale buff, m arked w ith  grey 
blotches and  specks, form ing a  ring  around  the large end. Average size o f 
40 eggs 1 5 x 1 2  m m  (Baker). Share o f the sexes in  the  domestic chores, 
and  incubation period, unrecorded.

M useum D iagnosis. For distinction from ceylonensis see 1449.
Y o u n g ,  a slightly duller and paler replica of adult; no spotting.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

cfc? 63-68 12-14 13-14 51-60 mm
9 9 57-66 12-14 13-14 50-58 mm

(BB, SA, HW)
Weight 20 c? 9 7-9 g (SA).
colours of bare parts. Iiis brown. Bill brown, lower mandible paler or 

pinkish flesh. Legs and feet yellowish brown.

1449. Southern G reyheaded F ly catch er. Culicicapa ceylonensis ceylonensis
(Swainson)

Platyrhynckus ceylonensis Swainson, 1820, Zool. 111. 1, No. 3, pi. 13 and text
(Ceylon)

Cryptolopha poiocephala Swainson, 1838, in Nat. Library, Flycatchers 21: 200.
New name for P. ceylonensis Swainson 

Baker, FBI No. 679 (part), Vol. 2: 254 
P la te  82, fig . 4 , facin g  p . 208

local name. Ndrdydnpakshi (Malayalam).
SIZE. Sparrow  — ; length c. 9 cm  (3J in.).
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FIELD characters. As in  1448, q.v.
status, distribution a n d  habitat. Com m on resident, w andering to 

low er elevations in  w inter. T h e  hills of southw estern In d ia  from  southern 
M ysore to  the  A sham bu Hills (including the  Nilgiris an d  Palnis), from  c. 
900 m  to  the  highest sum m its. M ay  also breed  farther no rth  in the  W estern 
G hats, b u t sum m er d a ta  lacking. Also Ceylon, generally above 900 m , 
b u t dow n to  the  foothills in  the  southw estern W et zone. Affects evergreen 
forest, sholas, bam boo facies, w ooded ravines, secondary and  m ixed bam boo 
forest especially in  the  vicinity  o f stream s, coffee plantations, an d  gardens.

general habits, food a n d  voice. As in  1448.
breeding . Season, M arch  to  Ju n e , m ostly A pril in  the  Peninsula, and  

F eb ru ary  to  M ay, m ostly M arch  in  Ceylon. Nest an d  eggs as in  1448. C lutch 
size norm ally  3 in  the  Peninsula, 3 or often 2 in  Ceylon. Average size o f 100 
eggs 15*1 X 12 m m  (Baker). B uilding o f nest recorded as by  female only.

M useum D iagnosis. Differs from cdochrysea (1448) in being darker. Birds from 
the Peninsula are intermediate between those from Ceylon and the Himalayas.

measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

58-66 12-14 12-13 49-59 mm
9 9 59-63 12-13 12-13 50-54 mm

(SA, HW)
Weight 6 cf19 6-7 g (SA). 1 9  9 g  (SDR).
colours o f  b a r e  pa r ts . Iris dark brown. Bill: upper mandible homy brown, 

lower pale yellowish horn; mouth yellow. Legs and feet brownish orange; claws 
hom y brown; soles bright orange.

G enus R h i p i d u r a  Vigors & Horsfield

Rhipidura Vigors & Horsfield, 1827, Trans. Linn. Soc. London 15: 246.
Type, by subsequent designation, Muscicapa flabellifera Gmelin 
Leucocirca Swainson, 1838, Nat. Library, Flycatchers 21: 126.

Type, by monotypy, Turdus leucophrys Latham 
Chelidorhynx * Hodgson * =  Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 930,

936 footnote. Type, by monotypy, Rhipidura hypoxantha Blyth
Bill large, about twice as long as wide a t base. Rictal bristles numerous and long. 

Tail longer than wing, graduated. Young not spotted but feathers fringed with 
rufous.

K ey to  th e  Sp ecies
Page

A Underparts yellow.................................................................... /?. hypoxantha 206
B Underparts not yellow

1 Breast and belly white................................................................ R* aureola 207
2 Breast slaty ; belly uniformly slaty, or buffish...................R. albicollis 211

%
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1450. Yellow bellied F an tail F ly catch er. R h ip id u ra  hypoxan th a  Blyth
Rhipidura hypoxantha Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 930, 935

(Darjeeling)
Chelidorhynx hypoxantha noa Koelz, 1939, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 52: 68

(Naggar, Kulu)
Baker, FBI No. 699, Vol. 2: 275 
P la te  81, fig. 6, facin g  p . 1921

local names. Sitte kloom (Lepcha); Pongking-lo, Bang-ho-go (Naga).
s iz e . Sparrow  —; length  c. 8 cm  (3 in .).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . A  restless, d im inutive fantail flycatcher. A b o ve , d ark  

greyish olive. Forehead an d  supercilium  yellow. A  b ro ad  b lack  
J f th ] /  band  from  lores th rough  eye an d  ear-coverts. T a il b row n w ith  

conspicuously w hite shafts a n d  w hite tips. B e lo w , b righ t yellow.
F e m a l e  differs only in  having  the  eye-band blackish olive- 

brow n (v . black).
sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  an d  h a b it a t . C om m on a ltitud ina l m i- 

X C' g ran t. T h e  H im alayas from  the C henab  river eastw ard  th rough  
N epal, Sikkim an d  B hutan  to  the  M ishm i H ills; thence south  th rough  the  
Patkai R ange, N agaland, M an ipu r, Assam in  the  G achar a n d  K hasi hills 
(scarce), an d  East Pakistan in the  C hittagong H ill T racts . Breeds u p  to  tree
line (generally abou t 3600 m , b u t in  no rth -cen tra l N epal n e a r  4000 m ) ; low er 
lim it in  the  western H im alayas n o t clear, p robab ly  ab o u t 2400 m ; in  B hu tan  
down to  1800 m . In  Assam breeds dow n to  c. 1000 m  (Baker) a n d  on M t 
V ictoria betw een 2000 a n d  2800 m . W inters (O ctober to  M arch ) from  c. 
1800 m  dow n to  the  H im alayan  foothills a n d  ad jacen t p lains; in  Assam  a n d  
hill ranges to  the  east, does no t ap p ea r to  descend as low. Affects various 
kinds o f forest and  secondary jung le  b u t prefers m oist-evergreen biotope. In  
the  breeding season, m ostly m ixed coniferous a n d  b irch  o r rhododendron  
forests.

E x tr a lim ita l. Extends to  southeastern  T ib e t, Y u n n an  a n d  the  In d o 
chinese countries.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . A n extrem ely lively an d  restless little  flycatcher usually  
m et w ith  singly or in  pairs, alm ost invariab ly  in  the  m ixed h u n tin g  parties 
of small insectivorous birds du ring  the  non-breed ing  season. F requen ts 
the  lower canopy an d  h igher shrubs, b u t often hun ts from  low bushes as 
well as the  canopy of tall trees up  to  th irty  m etres or m ore. Flits a n d  p rances 
am ong the  branches an d  foliage, pirouettes incessantly w ith  fanned -ou t 
tail and partly  drooping wings u tte rin g  its distinctive s ip ,  s ip  note. Searches 
for insects in  the  foliage by  flu ttering against the  sprigs in  the  m an n e r o f a  
P hylloscopus, an d  launches sprightly  tw isting a n d  looping sallies after gnats, 
often springing up  and  re tu rn ing  to  its perch  perpend icu larly .

f o o d . T iny  w inged insects.
v o ic e  a n d  c a l l s . A  very th in  an d  h igh  s ip ,  s ip  constantly  u tte red  w hile 

foraging. Song, a  quick repetition  o f the  call-note (H ein rich ), described as 
‘ a  feeble litde goldfinch-like trill ’ (Jones). Song period  in  N epal, F eb ru ary  
to  a t least Ju ly  (Proud).

1 Position of tail wrongly shown. Characteristically it is carried erect and fully fanned out, 
exhibiting prominently the glistening white shafts and white tips of the feathers. The wings 
droop on either side of it.
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breeding . Season, M ay  (in Assam) to  Ju n e  and  Ju ly  (Him alayas).
Nest, a  deep, thick-w alled cup of moss, com pactly m atted  together, plastered 
w ith  cobweb an d  lichen, lined w ith  fruit-stems o f moss, ha ir or feathers- 
p laced on  a  horizontal b ranch  a t  least as thick as the diam eter of the nest 
m aking it difficult to  spot from  below ; usually betw een three and six metres 
from  the ground. Eggs, norm ally  3, cream  or pinkish cream , m arked w ith 
reddish stippling w hich tends to form  a  zone around  the large end. Average 
size of 24 eggs 14-4 X 11-3 m m  (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. F e m a l e  differs from male in having the lores, ocular area 
and ear-coverts dark olive instead of black.

Y o u n g  resembles female but has no yellow on forehead. Supercilium and 
underparts dull pale yellow. Back more grey.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
cfd7* 53-58 9-10 14-15 56-58 mm
9 9 53—58 9-10 14—15 50—58 mm

(BB, SA)
Weight 8 cf c? 5-6; 2 9 9 5, 6 g (GD, SDR, SA).
colours o f  bare  pa r ts . Iris dark brown. Bill: upper mandible dark brown, 

lower yellowish brown. Legs and feet homy brown with a yellowish tinge; claws 
homy brown.

R hipidura  aureola  Lesson 

K ey to  th e  Su bsp ecies
Page

A White on outer pair of rectrices not reaching under tail-coverts. . . .
.................................................................... ...R . a. compressirostris 209

B White on outer pair of rectrices reaching under tail-coverts
1 Darker above, crown blacker than back...........................R. a. aureola 207
2 Paler above, crown nearly concolorous with b a c k . a. burmamca 210

1451. N orth ern  W hitebrow ed F an tail F ly catch er. Rhipidura aureola
aureola Lesson r

Rhipidura aureola Lesson, 1830, Traits d’O m .: 290 (Bengal)
Baker, FBI No. 700 (part), Vol. 2: 277

local  names. Shamchiri (U rdu); Machharyay Ndchan, Chakdil (Hindi); Nachan 
(Gujarati).

size. B ulbul —; length  c. 17 cm  (6£ in .).
field  characters. A  cheery restless fan-tailed smoke-brown flycatcher 

w ith  b ro ad  w hite  forehead an d  w hite underparts.
Above, crow n a n d  ear-coverts black. Forehead and  conspicuous broad 

supercilium  w hite. Back a n d  wings dark  grey-brow n, the la tte r w ith two 
rows o f w hite spots. T a il blackish, ou ter rectrices white, others, except 
cen tral pa ir, tipped  w ith  white. Belowy th ro a t black, chin an d  sides o f th roat 
whitish. Sides o f b reast black. Breast a n d  belly white. Sexes alike, b u t female 
slightly pa le r a n d  brow ner on head.
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Distinguished from  R. albicollis (1455) by  its b road  supercilium  extending 
to nape  an d  by its pure  w hite belly an d  breast.

sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . C om m on an d  w idespread resident, 
subject to local m ovem ents in  w inter. W est Pakistan  a n d  In d ia  from  the  
Indus river east along the H im alayan  foothills (up  to  c. 600, locally 1000 m) 
to  the  Ja lpaigu ri duars in  no rthern  W . Bengal, an d  East Pakistan, includ ing  
the  lowlands east o f the  B rahm aputra . South  in  S ind to  K arach i, a n d  
through G u jara t to  southw estern an d  cen tral M ah ara sh tra  (where i t  in te r
grades w ith  compressirostris); eastw ard to  Orissa. A bsent from  the  T h a r

Rhipidura aureola

Iso_____________ h o  1  __________901 ^ ^
Distributional ranges

aureola (1451).

compressirostris (1452). H  burmanica ( 1453).

Desert, lower W est Bengal an d  coastal East Pakistan. Affects forest, groves 
o f m ango, babool, etc., tam arisks along canals, fallow lan d  w ith  sparse 
scattered bushes and , especially in  w inter, w ooded com pounds a n d  gardens. 
Prefers m ore open an d  drier country  th a n  R . a. albogularis (1458), b u t the  
two are sometimes found side by  side in  in te rm ed ia te  hab itats.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . G enerally  m et w ith  singly or in  pairs or fam ily parties, 
often jo in ing  the m ixed hun ting  parties o f Turdoides, Dumetia, Prinia, Phyl- 
loscopus, etc. F requents the  lower bushes a n d  underg row th  usually  n e a r  
the  ground, occasionally descending to the  g round. Flits tirelessly from  
b ranch  to  branch, p rancing  an d  p irouetting  w ith  fanned, erect ta il an d  
half-drooping wings, m aking graceful looping sallies after w inged insects 
w hich it catches w ith  an  audib le  snap o f the  m andibles. Som etim es a ttends 
grazing cattle, snapping up  the  tiny  insects d istu rbed  by  the anim als, rid ing  
m om entarily  on the  backs o f the  goats a n d  cows, using them  as m obile
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PLATE 82
1 Brachypteryx m. albiventris, Whitebellied Shortwing (1638). 2 Alonarcha a. styani, Blacknaped Blue Fly
catcher (1465). 3 Muscicapa t. tickelliae, TickelFs Blue Flycatcher (1442). 4 Culicicapa c. ceylonensis, Grey
headed Flycatcher (1449). 5 Muscicapa albicaudata, Nilgiri Verditer Flycatcher (1446). 6 Muscicapa 
nigrorufa, Black-and-Orange Flycatcher (1427). 7 Muscicapa pallipes, Whitebellied Blue Flycatcher 
(1435), 9 left. 8 Erithacus b. brunneus, Bluechat (1650), 9 above.



hunting  bases. O ften prances lightly in twists and turns up tree-trunks 
and boughs. From  time to tim e suddenly flicks open wings and tail to stam
pede winged insects lurking in  the crevices of the bark. Makes short aerial 
darts in their pursuit the m om ent they a ttem pt to flee, snapping them  up in 
its bill. Usually unafraid of m an, b u t aggressive in mobbing predators such 
as cats and  crows trespassing into proximity of nest, uttering harsh shrike
like c war-cries \

f o o d . Insects, chiefly d iptera and hem iptera. T he jassid mango-hoppers 
Idiocerus clypealis and / . niveosparsus identified in  stomach contents.

v o ic e  and c a l l s . Song, a  delightful clear bu t rather thin human-like 
whistle o f six to eight tinkling notes, the first pa rt rising, the last falling, 
often stopping abrup tly  in  the m iddle of the scale and left unfinished; 
rendered as chee-chee-cheweechee-vi (Dharm akum arsinhji). Norm al call-notes 
a  harsh chuck-chuck (SA). A larm -note given as cKwch.

b r e e d in g . Season, February  to August, chiefly M arch to June. Nest, a  
neat com pact cup, usually rounded off a t the bottom  and lacking the untidy 
* t a i l 9 dangling below th a t of albicollis; inner diam eter of cup c. 5 cm, depth 
c. 2 -5  cm. M ade of fine fibres and  grasses, profusely plastered exteriorly 
w ith cobweb, and  lined w ithin w ith grass fibres. A ttached to the upper 
surface o f a  small outhanging branch, often in  a  horizontal fork; usually 
placed m uch higher th an  th a t of albicollis, seldom under a couple of metres 
and  often up  to twelve. T he same site is commonly used year after year. 
Eggs, norm ally 3, cream  to  buff, w ith a  zone of greyish brown specks and 
spots a t the larger end. Average size of 100 eggs 16*8 X 12*8 mm (Baker). 
Building, incubation and  care of young by both sexes. Incubation period 
undeterm ined.

M useum D iagnosis. For distinction from compressirostris and burmanica see 1452 
• and 1453 respectively.

Y o u n g ,  like adult but upperparts and wing-coverts tipped with rufous. Post- 
juvenal moult of body-feathers and all coverts except primary.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
79-90 14—16 18-20 84-100 mm

9 9 72-84 13-16 18-19 83-98 mm
(HW, SA, BB)

Weight 1 cJ1 12; 2 9 9 10, 10 g (BB, Roonwal).
colours of bare parts. Iris dark brown. Bill, legs and feet brownish black; 

soles dirty white.

1452. S o u th e rn  W h ite b ro w e d  F a n ta i l  F ly c a tc h e r . Rhipidura aureola
compressirostris (Blyth)

Leucocerca compressirostris Blyth, 1849, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 18: 815
(Ceylon)

Baker, FBI No. 700 (part) and 702, Vol. 2: 277, 279
local names. Attdkkdrdn (Malayalam); Ddrdri-pitta (Telugu); Visiri-vdli (Tamil); 

Vali-marittan (Ceylon Tamil); Endera-kurulld, Mdrdwd, Ndtdnd-kurulld (Sinhala).
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s iz e . Bulbul —; le n g th  c. 17 c m  (6£  in .) .  
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . As in  1451, q .v .
status, d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . Com m on resident, subject to  local 

movements in winter. Southern Ind ia  south o f the range of the nom inate 
race (1451); in  the plains and  hills up to 1000 m. Also Ceylon in  the 
lowlands and hills up to c. 1500 m. Affects deciduous forest, groves, wooded 
compounds, orchards, gardens and, to a  lesser extent, light and  secondary 
scrub jungle.

g e n e r a l  h a b its , fo o d  and  v o ic e . As in  1451.
b r e e d in g . Season, Ja n u ary  to Ju ly , chiefly A pril and  M ay. Nest and  

eggs as in  1451.
M useum D iagnosis. Differs from aureola (1451) in having two central pairs of 

rectrices black without white tips (v. one pair). White tips of outer pair of rectrices 
less extensive, only about half the length of the feather and not reaching the under 
tail-coverts (0. three-quarters in aureola). Upper plumage slightly darker, more 
sooty when freshly moulted. Tail a litde shorter. There are of course complete 
intergrades and individual variations. 

measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

tfc?  80-87 15-16 17-18 80-92 mm
9 $ 76-85 , 14-15 17-18 80-90 mm

(HW, SA)
Weight 4 c? 9 11-13 g (SA). 
colours of bare parts. As in  1451.

1453. E a s te rn  W h ite b ro w e d  F a n ta i l  F ly c a tc h e r .  Rhipidura aureola
burmanica (Hum e)

Leucocerca burmanica Hume, 1880, Stray Feathers 9: 175, footnote
(Thoungyeen valley)

Baker, FBI No. 701, Vol. 2: 278 
Plate 79, fig. 7, facing p. 160

local name. Dao-phari (Cachari).
s iz e . Bulbul —; length c. 17 cm  (6£ in .).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . As in  1451, q .v ,
status, d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . Com m on resident. Assam and  East 

Pakistan (east of the range of aureola) in  the plains and  hills up  to  1500 m. 
Affects dry, open country, parkland, scrub and  bam boo jungle.

Extralimztal. Burm a. T he  species extends east to  the southern In d o 
chinese countries.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s , fo o d  and  v o ic e . As in  1451.
b r e e d in g . Season, April to Ju ly , chiefly M ay. Nest and  eggs as in  1451. 

Average size of 100 eggs 17-2 X 12-8 m m  (Baker).
jMuseum D iagnosis. Differs from aureola in being paler above; crown not so 

black, more concolorous with back. Spots on coverts smaller. White on outer rectrices 
on average less extensive.
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MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

& &  83- 90 14“ 15 17-18 95-102 mm
9 9 81-84 14-15 17-18 88-95 mm

(HW)
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. AS in  1451.

R h ip id u r a  a l b ic o l l is  (V ie illo t)

Key to the Subspecies
A Breast unspotted Page

a Abdomen slaty
1 Paler, more ashy.................................................... ; ..R . a. canesceru 211
2 Darker, more mouse-grey..........................................R. a. albicollis 213
3 Still darker, more slaty................................................. r . a, stanleyi 213

b Abdomen with a small patch of buff............................R. a. orissae 214
B Breast spotted, belly buff

c Buff restricted to belly, flanks grey................................R. a. vemayi 215
d Abdomen and flanks buff..............................................R. a. albogularis 214

1454. W e s te rn  W h ite th ro a te d  F a n  ta i l  F ly c a tc h e r . Rhipidura albicollis
canescens (Koelz)

Leucocirca albicollis canescens Koelz, 1939, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 52: 68
(Bhadwar, Punjab)

Baker, FBI No. 703 (part), Vol. 2: 279

local names. Machhaiya, Chakdil (Hindi). 
s iz e . Bulbul —; length c. 17 cm  (6J  in.).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . A  dark, slaty brow n fan-tailed flycatcher w ith a 

prom inent w hite band  or semi-collar across the  th roat and  short white 
supercilia; ou ter rectrices tipped w ith whitish. Sexes alike.

Distinguished from other mem bers of the genus by its entirely dark belly. 
sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . Common resident, subject to vertical 

movements. T he  H im alayan foothills from M urree and  K ashm ir to western 
Nepal. Breeds com m only from  the foothills to 1500 m , m ore sparsely up 
to 2000 m ; a  Ju n e  record a t 3000 m  in L ahul (Alexander, JB N H S 49: 610). 
W inters in the foothills and  adjacent plains. Affects shady places in forest 
(pine, deciduous, evergreen, etc.), wooded nullahs, gardens, groves and 
secondary scrub.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . Keeps singly or in  pairs, often as outriders of the mixed 
hun ting  parties o f small insectivorous birds, frequenting undergrow th and 
m iddle story. Flits tirelessly am ong the branches —  tail fanned out and 
partly  erect, wings drooping a t the sides —  usually close to the m ain trunk, 
working up  or down the trunk, often moving rapidly out along a  bough'by 
a  series of rapid, jerky  twists and  turns, continually flicking open the wings 
and  flirting the tail purposefully. M akes sprightly looping sallies after 
winged insects thus disturbed, occasionally launching short sorties beyond
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Rhipidura albicollis

Jeo____________ [70_________ 80
Distributional ranges

lllllillllllfl canescens (1454). EregOsj albicollis ( 1 4 55).

j stanleyi (1456). H I  orissae (1457).
vemayi (1459)- W //A  albogularis (1458).

the canopy. Also hunts near the tops and  outside o f bushes, tum bling  ab o u t 
them  as it turns this w ay and  tha t. F light from  one tree to  an o th e r fairly 
direct and  slightly dipping, w ith  ta il often fanned out.

f o o d . Insects (gnats, flies, etc.).
v o ic e  and  c a l l s . N orm al note a  harsh  chuck o r chuck-r. Song, a  group 

of about five thin whistling quarter-notes on a  descending scale, ra th e r 
feeble and  jerky, rendered as tri-riri-riri, very rem iniscent o f song o f Phyl- 
loscopus magnirostris (SA).

b r e e d in g . Season, M arch  to A ugust; double-brooded. Nest, neat, cup
shaped, ra th er like an  inverted cone, o f fine grass stems bound  together 
by a  thick external coating of cobwebs; usually w ithout any  special lining, 
and  w ith an  untidy  * tail ’ o f strips o f nest m ateria l dangling  below. T his 
feature usually distinguishes it from  nest o f R. aureola (1451). Built in  the  
horizontal fork o r elbow of a  twig, seldom m ore th a n  3 m etres from  the 
ground, usually under two. Eggs, norm ally  3, varying from  w hite to  a  dingy 
cream  colour m arked w ith grey-brow n spots an d  specks alm ost invariab ly  
confined to a  zone around  the large e n d ; very sim ilar to  those o f R . aureola. 
Average size of 100 eggs (including those of subspecies albicollis an d  stanleyi) 
17’3 X 13 m m  (Baker). Building o f nest an d  incubation  by  b o th  sexes. 
Incubation  period 12-13 days; young leave nest on 13th to  15th day.

M useum D iagnosis. Differs from albicollis (1455) in being paler, more ashy on 
back, breast and belly.
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Y o u n g ,  like adult but body-feathers, all wing-coverts and tertials tipped with 
rufous. White of throat less pure and more diffuse. Postjuvenal moult of body- 
feathers and all coverts except primary.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing: 6 & &  77-81; 4 9 $ 74-76 mm (Koelz) 
colours OF BARE parts. As in albicollis (1455).

1455. E astern  W hitethroated Fan tail Flycatch er. Rhipidura albicollis
albicollis (Vieillot)

Platyrhynchus albicollis Vieillot, 1818, Nouv. Diet. d’Hist. Nat. 27: 13
(Bengale)

Baker, FBI No. 703 (part), Vol. 2: 279 
P late  83, fig . 4, facin g  p. 224

local names. Naklaychara (Paharia); Nam-dit-nom (Lepcha); Dumchitri (‘spread- 
tail ’), Chak-dayal, Chak-dil (Bengali).

s iz e . Bulbul —; length c. 17 cm (6£ in.).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . As in  1454, q .v .

\W\lAlllll STATUS, d is t r ib u t io n  and h a b it a t . Common resident,
// subject to vertical movements. W estern Nepal (where it 

intergrades w ith canescens) east to Sikkim, Darjeeling and 
the Ja lpaiguri district, and south through the plains of 
East Pakistan and lower W est Bengal (but in the west not 
south o f N epal terai). Breeds from the terai up to 1700 m, 

P> locally to  2300 m , and  in the plains of East Pakistan and
W est Bengal to the Sunderbans. 

x  c - 1 g e n e r a l  h a b it s , fo o d  and v o ic e . As in 1454.
b r e e d in g . As in 1454.

M useum D iagnosis. Differs from canescens (1454) in being darker; from stanleyi 
in being paler, less slaty; from orissae in being mouse-grey on back (v. olive-brown). 

measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

75-84 14-16 19-20 96-109 mm
9 9 72-80 14-16 19-20 93-102 mm

(SA, BB, Rand & Fleming)
colours of bare parts. Iris brown. Bill brownish black. Legs, feet and claws 

homy brown.

1456. NEFA W hitethroated Fan tail Flycatch er. Rhipidura albicollis
stanleyi Baker

Rhipidura albicollis stanleyi Baker, 1916, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 36: 81. New name for 
R. albicollis kempi Baker, 1913 (Sept.), Rec. Ind. Mus. 8:275 (Abor Hills), preoccupied 

by R. flabellifera kempi Mathews & Iredale, 1913 (July)
Baker, FBI No. 703 (part), Vol. 2: 279

local names. None recorded.
size. Bulbul — ; length c. 17 cm (6 |  in.).
field characters. As in 1454, q.v.
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status, d is t r ib u t io n  and h a b it a t . Com mon resident, subject to vertical 
or local movements. Bhutan and  N EFA  south through the plains and  hills 
of Assam, N agaland and M anipur to the C hittagong region of East Pakistan. 
In  the H im alayas breeds up  to 2700 m, b u t most plentiful betw een 900 and  
1500 m ; in  the Assam hills south of B rahm aputra  R . breeds up  to 1500 m. 
Affects various kinds of forest (hum id evergreen, deciduous, d ry  pine, etc.), 
as well as secondary jungle and  gardens.

Extralim itd. Burm a. T he species extends to Szechuan, V ietnam , S um atra  
and Borneo.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s , fo o d  and  v o ic e . As in  1454. 
b r e e d in g . As in  1454.
M useum D iagnosis. Differs from albicollis (1455) in being darker, more slaty. 
measurements and colours of bare parts. As in 1455.
Weight 6 (519 9-13 g (SDR, SA).

1457. O rissa  W h ite th ro a ted  F a n ta il F ly ca tch e r. Rhipidura albicollis
orissae R ipley

Rhipidura albicollis orissae Ripley, 1955, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 68: 42
(Toda, Bonai, Orissa)

Baker, FBI No. 703 (part), Vol. 2: 279
local names. None recorded.
s iz e . Bulbul —; length  c. 17 cm  (6£ in .).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . As in  1454 b u t w ith a  pa tch  o f bu ff in  centre o f 

belly.
status, d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . Com m on resident. Southern  B ihar, 

Orissa and  eastern M adhya Pradesh. T his population  is in term ediate  
between albicollis and  vemayi, and  intergrades w ith  the  latter. Affects forest, 
groves, gardens and  shrubbery.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s , fo o d  and  v o ic e . As in  1454. 
b r e e d in g . As in  1454.
M useum D iagnosis. Differs from albicollis in being dark olive-brown above, 

well demarcated from the black crown, and by the buff patch in centre of belly; 
from vemayi in lacking the pectoral spotting and in having a more reduced buff 
area on abdomen; however, intermediates commonly occur. 

measurements and colours of bare pa rts . As in 1455.

1458. W hitespo tted  F a n ta il F ly ca tch er. Rhipidura albicollis albogularis
(Lesson)1

Muscicapa (Muscylva) albogularis Lesson, 1832, in Belanger, Voy. Ind.-Orient., Zool.: 
264 (le continent de l’Inde et les environs de Pondichery =  Salem district, Madras) 

Leucocirca pectoralis Jerdon, 1847, 111. Ind. Om ., text to plate 2
(Nilgiris)

Baker, FBI No. 705 (part), Vol. 2: 282 . 
local names. M&chhaiyd (‘ mosquito-catcher ’, H indi); Ndckan (‘ dancer *, 

Marathi); Dasdripitta (Telugu).

* Rand & Fleming have shown (Fieldiana, Zoology 35: 539-40) that albicollis and albo
gularis intergrade in the northeastern Peninsula. Their suggestion that they should be 
treated as subspecies is followed here.

X
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size. Sparrow  w ith  a  long ta il; length c. 17 cm (6 | in.).
field characters. As in  1454 b u t entire belly buff; a  slaty breast-band 

spotted w ith  w hite. T a il sooty brow n w ith the lateral feathers only diffusing 
to narrow  whitish tips (v. broadly  tipped w ith pure white).

R . aureola (1451) has a  pure  white belly and  a  large am ount of white in 
its tail.

status, distribution and  habitat. Com m on resident, unevenly dis
tribu ted , subject to  restricted local movements. T he  Indiarc Peninsula 
(except for the  ranges o f vemayi and  orissae) from M t A bu and  the V indhya 
R ange southw ard to K erala  —  coastal p lain, central p lateau, W estern and 
E astern  G hats and  the ir associated hills up  to  c. 2000 m  (Nilgiris). Affects 
well-wooded areas —  secondary jungle, groves and  gardens, even in  cities. 
Prefers m ore broken country  and  m ore hum id facies than  R . aureola, although 
bo th  species m ay often be found in  the  same area.

general habits an d  food. As in  1454.
voice an d  calls. Song o f the  same general pa ttern  as those of W hite- 

brow ed an d  W hite th roated  Fantails (1451 and  1454): a  lively clear whistling 
o f several tinkling notes rising an d  falling in  scale, constantly w arbled as 
the  b ird  waltzes an d  pirouettes on low branches and  brushwood. Also has 
the  norm al harsh  chuck or chuck-r calls.

breeding. Season, M arch  to  Ju ly  occasionally extending in to  Septem ber; 
often tw o broods. Nest an d  eggs as in  1454. Average size o f 50 eggs 16*2 X 
12*7 m m  (Baker). Both sexes take p a rt in  all the  domestic chores. Incuba
tion  period 12-13 days.

M useum D iagnosis. For distinction from vemayi see 1459.
measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

72-79 14-15 18-19 86-98 mm
9 9 69-74 13-14 17-19 86-94 mm

(SA, HW)
Weight 6 9 10-13 g (SA).
colours of bare  pa rts. Iris dark brown. Bill black; mouth pale flesh (mouth 

and gape yellow in the nestling). Legs and feet slaty brown.

1459. D an dak aran ya W hitespotted F  an t a il F ly catch er. Rhipidura
albicollis vemayi (Whistler)

Leucocirca pec totalis vemayi Whisder, 1931, Bull. Brit. Om . Cl. 52: 40
(Jeypore Agency)

Baker, FBI No. 705 (part), Vol. 2: 282

local  names. None recorded.
size. Bulbul —; length  c. 17 cm (6 | in .).

'  field characters. As in 1458, q.v.
status, distribution and  habitat. Com m on resident. T he upper 

E astern  G hats (D andakaranya area) from  southern Orissa to the Godavari 
river. H a b ita t as in  1458.

general habits, food an d  voice. As in  1454 an d  1458.
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BREEDING. As in  1458.
M useum D iagnosis. Differs from albogularis (1458) by the broader pectoral band 

continued as a dark wash on the flanks. Pectoral spots reduced in size and number. 
Orissae (1457) lacks any spotting on breast and has a still more reduced pale area 
on abdomen.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail

(from skull)
5 # #  72-81 14-15 18-19 93-104 mm
3 9 9 70-74 13-14 18-19 88-96 mm

(HW)
Weight 7 c? 9 11-13 g (SA).
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in  1458.

Subfamily M o n a r c h i n a e : M onarch  Flycatchers 

K ey to  th e  G enera
Tail longer than wing; head crested...............................Terpsiphone
Tail about equal to wing; head not crested...................Monarcha

Genus T e r p s i p h o n e  Gloger

Terpsiphone Gloger, 1827, in Froriep’s Notizen 16, col. 278. Type, by subsequent
designation, Corvus paradisi Linnaeus

Tchitrea Lesson, 1830, Traite d’O m .: 386. Type, by subsequent designation,
Corvus paradisi Linnaeus

Bill very large, depressed and swollen at base. Rictal bristles long, coarse and 
numerous. Tarsus short but fairly stout. Central pair of rectrices greatly elongated 
in male. Young not spotted.

Terpsiphone paradisi Linnaeus 

K ey to  th e  Subspecies
Page

A Male not assuming white plumage...................................T .p . ceylonensis 221
B Male assuming white plumage

1 Rufous male with greyish throat.................................T. p. saturatior 221
2 Rufous male with metallic black throat

a Back with a strong olive wash ........................... ,T . p, nicobarica 222
b Back cinnamon

i Paler...........................................................................T .p . leucogaster -216
“  Darker........................................................................ .T . p. paradisi 218

1460. W est H im a lay an  P a ra d ise  F ly ca tch e r. Terpsiphone paradisi
leucogaster (Swainson)

Muscipeta leucogaster Swainson, 1838, Nat. Library, Flycatchers 21: 205 
(Simla, fide Kinnear, 1929, Ibis: 131)

Baker, FBI No. 690, Vol. 2: 268

local names. Fhdmbdstr =  ‘cotton flake’ ( tf ) , Rangd bulbul ( 9 ), Latrdz (Lolab) 
[Kashmir]; Taklal (Urdu); Peninsular names as in 1461.
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s iz e . Bulbul ± ;  m ale w ith very long tail-streamers. Length c. 20 cm 
(8 in .) ; w ith stream ers up  to c. 50 cm (20 in.).

f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . As i n  1461, q .v .
sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . Common summer (breeding) visitor. 

N orthern  Baluchistan, N .W .F.P . north  to Chitral, east through the Salt 
R ange, K ashm ir, Punjab, H im achal Pradesh, U tta r  Pradesh and Nepal. 
Breeds in  the northern  plains (sparingly south to Delhi, Lucknow and

Terpsiphone paradisi

(so |70__________ 8 o |^  901 ^ —

Distributional ranges
t- 1 leucogaster (1460), breeding only, \VY//A paradisi ( 1461).

m M  ceylonensis (1462). H I  saturatior (1463).

i___ j nicobarica {1464).

G hazipur), an d  in  the  hills up  to c. 1800 m  (abundantly  in  Kashm ir), 
occasionally u p  to  2100 or even 2400 m. A  Ju n e  record a t 3100 m  in Lahul 
(H W ). Affects open forest, wooded nullahs, bushes, gardens and  groves, 
especially in  the  neighbourhood of lakes and  streams^ e.g. K ashm ir Valley.

Extralimital. T urkestan  and  Afghanistan.
m ig r a t io n . Arrives on its sum m er grounds usually singly in  late M arch 

(mostly A pril in  the  hills); departs in  Septem ber-O ctober. Appears to 
prefer n igh t m igration. W inters over, most o f the Peninsula, from the 
G angetic p lain  an d  from  lower Sind, K utch  and  K athiaw ar south to K erala 
an d  T am il N ad u ; also the  plains of East Pakistan (Rashid). Movements 
difficult to elucidate because o f the presence o f the very sim ilar peninsular 
race. M ay  i\ot be present in  the  same area  every w inter especially in the 
m ore no rthern  parts. R ecorded in  Gilgit as a  m igrant (April, M ay and 
August).

g e n e r a l  h a b it s , fo o d  and  v o ic e . As in  1461.



b r e e d in g . Season, A pril to  August. Nest an d  eggs as in  1461. A verage 
size o f 50 eggs 20*1 X 14*9 m m  (Baker) a n d  o f 10 eggs 20-8 X 15*4m m  
(Osmaston). Favourite nest-sites in  K ashm ir are  willow an d  m ulberry  groves 
around  lakes an d  inundations, orchards, and  chenar (Platanus) trees n ea r 
habitations.

M useum D iagnosis. White males with streamers not distinguishable from 
nominate parodist but leucogaster tends to have a narrower bill.

Rufous males with streamers paler above than nominate paradisi (1461); in about 
80 per cent of individuals white of lower parts extends right up to black throat 
contrasting and clear cut, without any intermediate grey area on breast; wings 
largely but irregularly variegated with white on primaries and secondaries.

F e m a l e s  and i m m a t u r e  males also paler on upperparts; dark portions of 
vanes of primaries and secondaries usually far more extensive; tertials usually have 
a dark shaft-streak.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail Streamers

(from skull) (from base
of tail)

White d’d71 88-101 23-26 16-18 104-125 316-412 min
Rufous cFtf 93-100 24-26 16-18 82-116 267-332 mm

9 9 82-92 22-25 15-18 88-106 —  mm
(HW)

Weight 3 cTc?1 (Apr.-May, in summer quarters) 18-22; 2 9 9  (ditto) 18, 20 g—SA.
colours o f  bare  pa rts. Iris dark brown; eye-rim blue of various shades. Bill 

dark bluish; mouth bright greenish yellow. Legs and feet bluish grey; claws dusky.

1461. P e n in su la r In d ia n  P a ra d ise  F ly ca tch e r. Terpsiphone paradisi
paradisi (L innaeus)

Corpus paradisi Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1: 107 
(in India =  Chandemagor, see Stresemann, 1952, Ibis 94: 517)

Baker, FBI No. 688 (part), Vol. 2: 264

local names. Rufous plumage: Shah bulbul, Husaini bulbul. W hite plumage: 
Sultan bulbul (Hindi); Dudhraj, Tdrwdrio (* swordsman’) [Gujarati]; Tdka pigili- 
pittd (‘ long-tailed bird Telugu); Wal kondd lathi ( =  * tail crest shaker ’), Val kuruvi 
(Tamil, Malayalam).

s iz e . Bulbul i ; m ale w ith  very long tail-stream ers. L eng th  c. 20 cm  
(8 in .) ; w ith  stream ers u p  to  c. 50 cm  (20 in .).

f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . O ld  m a l e  (4 years o r m o re ) : en tire  h ead  a n d  
a . th ro a t black w ith  a  conspicuous crest (a t close range  a

\ 11 i t  ||i metallic blue-b lack). Bill a n d  a  narrow  eye-rim  blue. W ings 
»1\ 1 / b lack a n d  w hite. R est o f p lum age silvery w hite, th e  ta il-
W U w / l  I ê a t^ ers w ith  black ou ter webs a n d  b lack  shaft-streaks.

Br///7 T h e  black head  w ith  upstand ing  crest, glistening w hite 
plum age an d  extrem ely e longated  cen tra l p a ir  o f rectrices 
(c ribbons 5) render the  b ird  unm istakable.

Y oung m a l e  (up to  3 y ea rs): as in  ad u lt b u t  back, ta il 
x c 1 an*d stream ers rufous (these how ever a re  n o t fully assum ed 

until second au tu m n  m oult). F i r s t - y e a r  b irds have  ashy
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breast. In term ediate  individuals w ith m ore or less white in  plum age, or 
w hite w ith  rusty  traces, frequently seen.

F e m a l e  an d  first-w inter m a l e  : crown bluish black w ith a  shorter 
crest th an  ad u lt m ale. Rest o f upperparts rufous. T hroat, sides of head and 
nuchal collar ashy. Belly white. No stream ers. G eneral effect o f a  bulbul.

st a t u s , d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . Com m on b u t unevenly distributed. 
T h e  In d ia n  Peninsula from  K ath iaw ar (G ir forest), western Rajasthan, 
M adhya  Pradesh (N eem uch, Jhansi) south to  the hills o f K erala  and  the 
C hitteri range, an d  east th rough  lower W est Bengal and  the lowlands of 
East Pakistan. T here  are  only spring records in  B ihar and  Orissa b u t presum 
ab ly  also breeds there. R are  an d  very sporadic in  the  Deccan. Southern 
populations resident, subject to  local m ovem ents; northern  populations mostly 
m igratory  b u t p robab ly  replaced  in  p a rt by  w intering H im alayan birds. 
Breeds m ostly in  broken foothills country  and  peninsular hills, up  to  the 
highest sum m its. Affects w ell-w atered and  shady forest, bam boo-clad 
nullahs, p lan tations an d  village groves, spreading in  w inter to gardens and 
scrub.

m ig r a t io n  an d  w inter m ovem ents little  understood. I t  is known to winter 
in  Ceylon from  O ctober to  M ay. L arge num bers pass through P t Calim ere 
(T am il N adu) en route in  O ctober. Tw o individuals have been recorded on 
a  ship 25 km  off the  coast o f M alabar and  the species has been sighted in 
the  M aldives. N orthern  birds are  probably  m ore m igratory, and  southern 
birds p rone to  e rra tic  w in ter m ovem ents. These populations, however, are 
greatly  increased by  w intering  H im alayan  birds.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s . U sually  seen in  pairs, by  themselves or w ith the 
roving m ixed h u n ting  parties. Frequents shady trees, keeping m ostly to the 
h igher branches perched up righ t o r flitting gracefully from  bough to bough 
o r tree to  tree. M akes short aerial sallies after insects, looping back after 
the  cap tu re  to  the  sam e tree o r flying on to another. Occasionally also 
descends close to  the  ground  to  flu tter an d  dislodge insects from the low 
herbage. F light swift and  undulating , the long stream ers of the m ale floating 
gracefully behind . In  the  nim ble aerial contortions after insect prey these 
looping flu ttering  c ribbons * present a  spectacle o f exquisite charm . W hen 
perched  the  m ale often flirts his tail, opening and  shutting the  feathers in a  
scissors-like m ovem ent, m aking p lay  w ith  the long ribbons. Bathes regularly 
by splashing a t  the  surface o f a  pool o r stream  from  a  bush on the  bank, 
spinning ro u n d  ab ru p tly  on touching the  w ater, raising a  spray, then  regain
ing perch  to  shuffle the plum age an d  preen. This repeated  quickly 3 or 4 
times.

Display. D u ring  th e  breeding  season, m ale sings and  courts w ith wings 
beating , ta il raised an d  stream ers arch ing  gracefully. M ay  also be seen 
singing in  flight, ‘ flu ttering his w ing pugnaciously * (D harm akum arsinhji). 
N u p tia l flight is thus described by  Baker: the  m ale launches him self very 
slowly from  some h igh  twig, rises and  drops every few yards w ith slowly 
beating  wings, his long tail undu lating  w ith  each rise and  fall as he flies 
ro u n d  in  sm all circles before alighting on the  perch  he ju s t left.

f o o d . Chiefly w inged insects. R ecorded item s include flies and  gnats, 
dragonflies, jassid  hoppers, sm all bugs and  beetles. Com m only butterflies 
an d  m oths; occasionally spiders.
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v o ic e  and  c a l l s . O rd inary  call-note, a  nasal g ra ting  che o r chechwe 
(SA) or queenk (Nichols), no t unlike the  pench o f a  snipe, u tte red  by  both  
sexes. A larm , a  harsh  tst and  some harsh  m obbing notes rendered  as weep 
poor willie weep —  poor willie (B. T . Phillips). Song, a  low and  p leasan t w arble 
o f six to eight bulbul-like notes descending the  scale, then  ru nn ing  up  a t 
the end, rendered  as peety-to-whit. . . repeated  th ree  o r four times in  quick 
succession (D harm akum arsinhji, M agrath ).

b r e e d in g . Season, M arch  to August, chiefly M ay  a n d  Ju n e . Nest, a  neat, 
deep, inverted cone o f grasses, fine roots, bast fibre an d  a  few leaves com 
pactly  bound together w ith  cobweb and  so thickly p lastered  on the  outside 
w ith the last m ixed w ith spiders’ egg-bags etc. as to  ap p ea r qu ite  w hite; 
lined w ith rootlets and  silky vegetable dow n. Placed in  horizontal, occa
sionally upright, forks o f trees or saplings from  one to  fifteen m etres above 
the ground, often in  a  bare  fork of a  down-sloping b ranch . H as a  predilection 
for the vicinity o f stream s, and  frequently  builds in  p artly  subm erged bushes 
or on branches overhanging w ater. Eggs, generally  4, often 3, especially in  
the south, pink to nearly  white, m arked  w ith  reddish  brow n specks an d  sm all 
spots, usually form ing a  well-defined ring  a ro u n d  th e  large end, usually  
w ith secondary m arks o f lavender. A verage size o f 100 eggs 20*2 X 15-1 m m  
(Baker). Building, incubation  an d  care o f young by  b o th  sexes; even the  
conspicuous w hite m ale m ay be seen sitting on the  nest though  m ost o f 
incubation as well as construction is done by  fem ale. Period o f incubation  
15—16 days; young leave the  nest ab o u t 12 days after ha tch ing . N o second 
brood if  first is successful. M ale often breeds in  rufous p lum age a n d  even 
before acquiring  the stream ers. H e  is very  in to le ran t o f in truders  a n d  often 
gives aw ay the  position o f a  nest by his excited calls as he dashes a t  a ll com ers 
in  his characteristic, w obbly flight.

M useum D iagnosis. White-plumaged and rufous-plumaged males about equal 
in numbers. For details of plumages see Baker, loc. cit. Y o u n g ,  not spotted but 
showing obsolete pale centres and dark fringes on breast-feathers. For distinction 
from leucogaster and saturatior see Key to the Subspecies; also 1460 and* 1463 
respectively.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail Streamers

(from skull) (from base
of tail)

White 90-99 23-27 16-18 94-146 290-412 mm
Rufous cFtf 92-99 22-26 16-18 100-118 299-405 mm

9 9 85-92 22-24 16-17 86-110 — mm
(HW)

Weight 5 tfcJ1 20-22; 5 9 9 16-22; 50 ^ 9  (October, on passage) 16-21 
(av. 18*5) g — SA.

colours of bare  pa rts . Iris brown; bare fleshy eye-rim slaty blue. Bill very 
dark greyish blue, blackish at tip. Gape slaty blue; mouth sulphur-yellow or bright 
yellow. Legs and feet greyish blue; claws brown.

%
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1462. Ceylon P arad ise Flycatch er. Terpsiphone paradisi ceylonensis
(Zarudny & Harms)

Tchitrea paradisi ceylonensis Zarudny & Harms, 1912,
Om. Monatsb. 20: 60 (Ceylon)

Baker, FBI No. 688 (part), Vol. 2: 264
LOCAL NAMES. White-plumaged: Redi-hora (‘ cotton thief’), Lainsu-hora, Kadde- 

hora. Rufous-plumaged: Gini-hord (‘ fire thief’) [Sinhala]; Piramana-kuruvi, Vedi- 
vat-kuruvi (Tamil).

s iz e . Bulbul i ; m ale w ith very long tail-streamers. Length c. 20 cm -  
(8 in .) ; w ith stream ers up  to c. 35 cm  (16 in.).

f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . As in  1461. M a l e s  of the Ceylon subspecies 
never assume white plum age. Breast of Ceylon males paler ashy than in 
im m ature Ind ian  males. T he white males seen in Ceylon are wintering 
birds from  India.

sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . Plentiful resident, subject to local 
movements. Ceylon in the low-country D ry zone and lower hills up  to 
c. 900 m. In  the northeast monsoon m ay be seen anywhere in  the well- 
wooded areas o f the lowlands including the W et zone, and  in  the hills 
occasionally up  to 1500 m. A  fam iliar bird of the country roadsides, gardens, 
surroundings of irrigation reservoirs, rivers and watercourses.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s , fo o d  and  v o ic e . As in  1461.
b r e e d in g . Season, A pril to Ju ly , chiefly M ay. Nest, as in 1461. Eggs, 

norm ally 3, sometimes 2, exceptionally 5 ; colour as in 1461. Average size 
o f 10 eggs 20*2 k  15*3 m m  (Baker). Nesting behaviour as in 1461.

M useum D iagnosis. Differs from the Indian subspecies only by the fact that 
males never assume a white plumage, and by slightly paler breast.

measurements
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail Streamers

(from skull) (from base
of tail)

10 cfcf 92-96 25-26 16-17 97-115 245-313 mm
1 9 92 % 25 16 116 — mm

(HW)
colours of bare parts. As in 1461.

1463. E a st H im a la y a n  P arad ise Flycatch er. Terpsiphone paradisi
saturatior (Salomonsen)

Tchitrea affinis saturatior Salomonsen, 1933, Ibis: 732 
(Buxa Duars, Bhutan)

Baker, FBI No. 689, Vol. 2: 267 
P la te  79, fig . 2, facin g  p . 160

local  name. Dao-rajah-gophu (Cachari).
s iz e . Bulbul m ale w ith very long tail-streamers. Length c. 20 cm 

(8 in .) ; w ith stream ers up  to 50 cm (20 in .).
FIELD CHARACTERS. As in  1461 bu t crest m ore rounded. Chestnut males 

and females have greyish th roat and  breast. W hite males have feathers of 
upperparts w ith fine black shaft-streaks.
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sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . A  p artia l m ig ran t o r resident subject 
to local movements, locally com m on. Sikkim, D arjeeling a n d  Ja lp a ig u ri 
districts, east through B hutan and  N EFA , south th rough  N agaland , M an i
pur, the’ hills o f Assam and  East Pakistan to  the  C hittagong region. M ost 
plentiful along the base o f the H im alayan  foothills, scarce in  the  plains of 
the B rahm aputra  and  in N agaland  an d  M an ipur. Breeds up  to  c. 800 m , 
occasionally 1000 m. Affects th in  forest, secondary grow th, gardens, bam boo 
and  scrub jungle.

Extralimital. N orthern  Burm a. T h e  species in  m an y  geographical races 
extends from T urkestan and  A fghanistan, east to the  Indochinese countries, 
north  to M ongolia an d  M anchuria , an d  south to  the  Lesser S u n d a  Islands.

m ig r a t io n . U nclear. H im alayan  population  appears to  leave the  a rea  
alm ost entirely in w inter, re tu rn ing  in  M arch-A pril. Birds o f th is subspecies 
are known to w inter in  B urm a from  the sou thern  Shan  States to Tenasserim , 
bu t some m ay also come from  Y unnan . Also w inters in  th e  low lands o f 
East Pakistan.

g e n e r a l  h a b it s , f o o d  an d  v o ic e . As in  1461.
b r e e d in g . As in  1461.
M useum D iagnosis. White-plumaged males predominate (80-86 per cent). 

Rufous males and females have a distinct olive wash on upperparts, giving the back 
a brownish appearance. Rump, and edges of remiges and rectrices bright cinnamon. 
Abdomen yellowish; under tail-coverts pale chestnut. Males have a greyish throat 
and breast, and lack the sharply defined metallic black of other Indian subspecies.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Streamers (White birds)

d’d’’ 89-96 224-390 mm
9 9 87-92 —  m m

(Salomonsen)
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1461.

1464. N icobar P arad ise  F ly ca tch e r. Terpsiphone paradisi nicobarica O ates

Terpsiphone nicobarica Oates, 1890, Fauna Brit. Ind., Bds. 2: 48 (Nicobars)
Baker, FBI No. 691, Vol. 2: 269

local names. None recorded.
s iz e . Bulbul ±  > m ale w ith  very long tail-stream ers. L eng th  c. 20 cm  

(8 in .) ; w ith stream ers u p  to  c. 50 cm  (20 in .).
f ie l d  characters. As in 1461, q.v.
sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  an d  h a b it a t . C om m on resident (and  w in ter 

visitor ?) in the N icobar Islands. R a re  in  the  S outh  A n d am an  Islands and  
perhaps only a w inter visitor (A bdulali, JB N H S  64: 183-4 a n d  footnote).

g e n e r a l  h a b it s , f o o d  a n d  v o ic e . As in  1461.
b r e e d in g . U nrecorded.
M useum D iagnosis. Adult m a l e s  have a glossy bluish black throat (v. greyish 

in saturatior), abdomen darker, buff-coloured; under tail-coverts a darker chestnut. 
Upperparts also darker, the back more olive, the rump brown rather than cinnamon. 
Size smaller. Abdulali (loc. cit. p. 184) suggests that the resident Nicobar population 
may not assume a white plumage and that white birds may be winter visitors.
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MEASUREMENTS
Bill Tarsus Tail Streamers

(from skull) (from base
of tail)

White 88-96 20-24 14-16 92-108 140-358 mm
Rufous tfc? 88-94 20-25 — 92-102 165-253 mm

(HW)
Black-chinned cTc? (tail) 93-106 mm 
Grey-chinned (J> 9 (tail) 82-88 mm

(Abdulali)
colours of bare parts. Unrecorded.

Genus M o n a r c h a  Vigors & Horsfield

Monarcha Vigors & Horsfield, 1827, Trans. Linn. Soc. London 15: 254. Type, 
by monotypy, Muscipeta carinata Swainson =  Muscicapa melanopsis Vigors 

Hypothymis Boie% 1826, Isis, col. 973. Type, by monotypy,
Mtiscicapa caerulea Gmelin =  M . azurea Boddaert 

Bill as in Terpsiphone but smaller, densely covered with plumules at base. Rictal 
bristles numerous and long. Sexes dissimilar. Young not spotted.

M o n a r c h a  a z u r e a  (Boddaert)

K ey to  th e Subspecies
Page

A No throat-bar..................................................................M. a. ceylonensis 226
B A black bar across throat

1 Abdomen white................ .................................................M . a. styani 223
2 Abdomen blue.................................................... ............. .. M . a. tytleri 226
3 Abdomen white, tinged with blue

a Larger; wing averaging more than 70 mm..............M . a. idiochroa 227
b Smaller; wing averaging less than 70 m m ..............M . a. nicobarica 227

1465. Indian Blacknaped M onarch Flycatch er. Monarcha azurea styani
(H artlaub)

Siphia styani Hartlaub, 1898, Abh. Nat. Ver. Bremen 16: 248
(Harhow, Hainan)

Hypothymis azurea sykesi Baker, 1920, Bull. Brit. Ora. Cl. 41: 8. New name for 
Muscicapa caeruleocephcda Sykes, 1832, nec M . caeruleocephala Scopoli, 1786 

Hypothymis azurea similis Koelz, 1939, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 52: 68
(Londa, Bombay Presidency)

Baker, FBI Nos. 692 and 693, Vol. 2: 270, 271 
P la te  79, fig . 6, facin g  p . 160 and P la te  82, fig . 2, facing p. 208

local names. Kdla katk&tid, Kdld mdtha kdtkatid (Bengali); 2 eepidippdn (Tamil); 
Vel-neeli (Malayalam).

size. Sparrow ; length c. 16 cm (6 in.).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . M a l e .  A partially  fan-tailed azure-blue flycatcher,
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duller on the  wings, w ith  a  velvety black p a tch  on nape  
. A an d  th in  black crescent across th roa t. Belly whitish.

F e m a l e .  Above, crow n blue, rest o f upperparts  b ro w n ;
/  below> blue fadins to w hitish on belly - N o black n a Pe_

° r necklet.
d g & sS S k  sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  a n d  h a b it a t . W idespread resident, 

subject to  erra tic  local an d  w inter m ovem ents. In d ia  south 
x c. 1 an d  east o f a  line runn ing  from  the  G u lf o f K u tch  to  

G orakhpur (eastern U .P .) , south  to  K e ra la  a n d  T am il 
N adu  (including the  Palnis — JB N H S  55: 159); east th rough  E ast Pakistan, 
Assam, N agaland?, an d  M an ipur, an d  n o rth  along th e  H im alayan  
foothills west to D ehra  D un  (O sm aston, 1935) a n d  east th rough  N epal,

Monarcha azurea

— 1— 1 * ^  

u u 3  sol
Distributional ranges

W //A  styani (1465). M M  ceylonensis (1466). H H  tytleri ( 1467). 

m  idiochroa (1468). f~3 } nicobarica (1469)*

Sikkim  an d  B hutan  to  N E FA  includ ing  the  Sadiya fron tier trac t. In  th e  
hills generally up  to  c. 900 m , less often 1200 m  (Assam), 1300 m  (Sikkim ), 
or 1500 m  (K erala, M aharash tra). M ore w idespread in  w in ter a n d  has 
straggled to  Lucknow , K u tch  an d  K arach i. Affects w ell-w ooded country , 
evergreen or m ixed deciduous forest, secondary jung le , cu ltivation , coffee,

PLATE 83 (cont.)
8 Cettiaf. flavolivaceus, Aberrant Bush W arbler (1481). 9 Lusciniola m. mimica, Mous
tached Sedge W arbler (1495). 10 Cisticola e. tytleri, Yellowheaded Fantail W arbler 
(1497). 11 Bradypterus 1. luteoventris, Brown Bush W arbler (1493). 12 Prinia buchanani, 
Rufousfronted Wren-Warbler (1506).



;

S * ^ v
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PLATE 83
1 Muscicapa u. unicolor, Pale Blue Flycatcher (1439). 2 Muscicapa b. magnirostris, Largebilled Blue Fly
catcher (1441). 3 Muscicapa sordida, Dusky Blue Flycatcher (1444). 4 Rhipidura a. albicollis, White- 
throated Fantail Flycatcher (1455). 5 Tesia olivea, Slatybellied Ground Warbler (1472). 6 Tesia cyani- 
venter, Dull Slatybellied Ground Warbler (1471). 7 Cettia f.fortipes, Strongfooted Bush Warbler (1478).

Completed on facing page



cardam om  and  teak plantations, etc.; partial to bamboo facies. In  drier 
areas prefers heavy foliage, usually along streams.

Extralimital. Ranges east through southern China and the Indochinese 
countries to H ainan. T he species extends to the Philippines and Indonesia.

g e n e r a l  HABITS. Keeps singly or in pairs, often in company with 
Muscicapa tickelliae, Rhipidura albicollis, Hemipus picatus, etc. As a rule, keeps 
to taller trees than  other flycatchers bu t also frequents undergrowth. A very 
active species, always on the move, pivoting on its perch from side to side, 
prancing and  flitting about, wings drooping and tail partly fanned out and 
cocked, after the m anner of Rhipidura though to a  less degree. Makes agile 
looping sallies after winged insects, sometimes flutters in front of a  sprig to 
disturb those hiding w ithin and  occasionally descends to the ground to 
p ick  up one. U nder excitement, the black nape-tuft is erected to a point.

f o o d . W inged insects, including butterflies, moths, cicadas, small 
beetles and  bugs. I f  prey too big to swallow, held under foot and tom  piece- 
meal.

v o ic e  and  c a l l s . O n the whole a  silent bird bu t commonly utters a 
distinctive high-pitched rasping, interrogative sweech-whxch ? (sweech-wkick- 
which? w hen alarm ed) or che-chwi? m uch like tha t of the Paradise Fly
catcher; rem iniscent also of Aethopyga siparaja or Partis major (SA). No song 
as such.

b r e e d in g . Season, M arch  to August. Nest, a  neat, conical cup of Rhipidura 
pa ttern  though a  little m ore massive; sometimes also w ith an untidy c t a i l5 
o f loose m aterial dangling below. M ade of grass stems and shreds of bark, 
lined w ith  finer grass, coated w ith green moss when available, and so thickly 
plastered on the outside w ith cobweb and spiders’ egg-cases as to appear 
qu ite  w hite; firmly bound into position w ith cobwebs in a  slender fork or 
elbow o f ou ter branches of trees; also built in saplings, coffee bushes, bambdo 
clum ps, etc., sometimes in  fully exposed situations. Usually placed between 
three and  five m etres above ground; recorded as low as 60 cm and as high 
as nine m etres. Eggs, norm ally 3 in southern Ind ia  and Assam, often 4 in the 
no rth ; very sim ilar to those of Terpsiphone (1461) though smaller, and with 
the same range o f colour variations. Average size of 110 eggs 17*4 X 
13*3 m m  (Baker). Fem ale does most of the nest-building though male 
accom panies her closely. Incubation  and care of young by both sexes; 
incubation period c. 12 days.

M useum D iagnosis. See Key to the Subspecies. For c h i c k  (in down) see 
Biswas, JBNHS 59:807. 

measurements

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

64-75 14-17 16—18 65—76 mm
9 9 66-76 14-17 16-18 65-74 mm

(Wing mostly over 70 mm)
(HW, SA, BB)

Weight 16 c?cT 10-14; 16 9 9 9-13 g (SA).
colours of bare parts. Iris brown; bare eye-rim blue. Bill: adult c? dark 

greyish blue, black at tip; 9 homy brown; mouth (both sexes) greenish or sulphur- 
yellow. Legs and feet: c? slaty blue; 9 greyish brown; claws dark brown.
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1466. Ceylon Blacknaped M onarch F ly catch er. Monarcha azurea
ceylonensis (Sharpe)

Hypothymis ceylonensis Sharpe, 1879, Cat. Bds. Brit. Mus. 4: 277
(Cotta, Ceylon)

B^ker, FBI No. 694, Vol. 2: 272
local names. NU-kurulla, Mdrdwd (Sinhala). 
siz e . Sparrow ; length c. 16 cm  (6 in .).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . As in  1465 b u t black collar absent and  nuchal spot 

indistinct.
status, d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . Resident, m oderately plentiful. 

Geylon in the lowlands and  lower hills to c. 900 m, occasionally to 1600 m  
in the drier U va hills. Affects evergreen forests, well-wooded ravines, etc. *  

g e n e r a l  h a b it s , f o o d  and  v o ic e . As in  1465.
b r e e d in g . Season, M arch  to M ay in the hills; also recorded in  Septem ber 

in the low-country W et zone. Nest, as in  1465. Eggs, 2 or 3, sim ilar to  those 
of Terpsiphone (1461) bu t smaller. Average size of 13 eggs 17*2 X 13*2 m m  
(Baker). W hen sitting on nest, if  uneasy or slightly a larm ed, has a  curious 
hab it of bending back the head and  pointing the  bill straight u p ; this hab it 
also noted in  the Paradise F lycatcher (Phillips).

M useum D iagnosis. Differs from the Indian race (1465) in lacking the black 
crescent on throat (sometimes present but obsolete). Nuchal patch reduced; general 
coloration a little darker, more purplish.

F e m a l e  differs in having the head, neck and breast a brighter and purer blue; 
brown of upperparts more leaden brown and more washed with blue. Postnuptial 
moult about August-September. 

measurements

• Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)

9 d’d1 70-74 14-16 15-16 67-73 mm
7 9 9 67-71 14-15 15-16 65-70 mm

(HW)
Weight 1 9 12 g (SDR).
colours of bare parts. Iris black. Bill: light plumbeous blue, inner

surface chartreuse green; 9 dull plumbeous. Legs and feet light plumbeous; soles 
yellow.

1467. A ndam an Blacknaped M onarch  F ly catch er. Monarcha azurea
tytleri (Beavan)

Myiagra tytleri Beavan, 1867, Ibis: 324 (Port Blair, Andamans)
Baker, FBI No. 695, Vol. 2: 273

local names. None recorded.
size. Sparrow ; length c. 16 cm (6 in.).
f ie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . A s in  1465 b u t blue on underparts extending to  vent. 
sta tu s , d is t r ib u t io n  and  h a b it a t . Com m on resident. A ndam an 

Islands including G reat an d  L ittle  Coco Islands. Affects wooded areas. 
g e n e r a l  h a b it s , f o o d  and  v o ic e . As in  1465.
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breeding. Season, A pril to  Ju n e . Nest and  eggs, as in 1465. C lutch size 
usually 3, sometimes 2. Average size o f 54 eggs 18-3 x  16-9 m m  (Baker).

M useum D iagnosis. Like the Indian styani (1465) but underparts bluer and 
extending to vent. Axillaries blue.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Tail

3 c?cJ* 71—75 70—73 mm
2 9 9 71-73 69-72 mm

(Abdulali)
colours of bare  pa rts . Unrecorded.

1468. C ar N icobar B lacknaped M onarch  F ly catch er. Monarcha azurea
idiochroa (Oberholser)

Hypothymis azurea idiochroa Oberholser, 1911, Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus.
39: 604 (Gar Nicobar)

Baker, FBI No. 697, Vol. 2: 274
local name. Kalong tesa (Car Nicobar). 
size. S parrow ; length  £ .16  cm  (6 in.). 
field  characters. As in  1465, q.v.
status, distribution an d  habitat. R estricted to C ar Nicobar. 
general habits, food an d  voice. As in  1465. 
breeding . As in  1467.
M useum D iagnosis. As in the Andaman tytleri but belly white. Differs from 

styani (1465) in having the axillaries light blue (v. white).
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Tail
1 (J* 76 72 mm
3 9 $  72-77 68-70 mm

(Abdulali)
colours of bare  pa rts . Iris blackish brown. Bill blue, tip blackish. Legs and 

feet dull blue.
%

1469. N icob ar B lacknaped M onarch  F ly catch er. Monarcha azurea
nicobarica (Bianchi)

Hypothymis azurea nicobarica Bianchi, 1907, Ann. Mus. Zool. St. Petersburg
12: 76 (Nicobars =  Nancowry)

Hypothymis azurea calocara Oberholser, 1911, Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 39: 610
(Nankauri I., Nicobar Is.)

Baker, FBI No. 696, Vol. 2: 273

local  names. None recorded.
size. S parrow ; length  £ .16  cm  (6 in .).
field  characters. As in  1465, q.v.
status, distribution an d  habitat. Com m on resident. N icobar Islands 

except C ar N icobar.
general habits, food an d  voice. As in 1465 and  other races. 
breeding . A s in  1467.
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M useum D iagnosis. M a le , like the Andaman tytUri (1467) but slightly smaller,
axillaries white, and more white on belly.

F em ale  differs from idiochroa of Car Nicobar in being slightly smaller, browner 
and less grey above; blue of head darker, clear-cut from back and not grading into it.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Tail

15 cfc? 63-73 56-78 mm
9  9  9  65-70 57-67 mm

(Abdulali)
colours of bare  pa rts . As in  1468.

Subfamily P a c h y c e p h a l i n a e  : Thickheads or 
Shrikebilled Flycatchers

Genus P a c h y c e p h a l a  Vigors
Pachycephala Vigors, 1825, Trans. Linn. Soc. London 14: 444.

Type, by original designation, Muscicapa pectoralis Latham 
Muscitrea Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 121.

Type, by monotypy, Muscitrea drierea Blyth 
Bill strong, laterally compressed, notched at tip. Three strong rictal bristles, 

numerous smaller ones overhanging nostril. Wing long. Young not spotted.

1470. Grey Thickhead or M angrove W histler. Pachycephala grisola
(Blyth)

Tephrodomis grisola Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 180. Female described 
under Tephrodomis superdliosus Swainson, v. Lanius Keroula Hardwicke & Gray 
(nom. nud.)9 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11: 799 (Neighbourhood of Calcutta). 

Cf. Mukheijee A. K., 1970, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 67: 112 
M. (uscitrea) cinerea Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 122 

(Island of Ramree, Arracan)
Baker, FBI No. 887, Vol. 2: 484 

V ol. 9, p late 100

local names. None recorded.
siz e . Sparrow + ; length £.17 cm (6£ in.).
fie l d  c h a r a c t e r s . General aspect very like woodshrike ( Tephrodom is 

pondicerianus) but lacking whitish supercilium and white in the tail-feathers.

x c. 1

Above, olive-brown, more ashy on crown. Underparts white with a darker, 
very pale grey-brown pectoral band. Sexes alike.
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STATUS, d is t r ib u t io n  and h a b it a t . Resident. The Sundarbans of West 

Bengal and East Pakistan eastward from the Calcutta neighbourhood and 
down the Chittagong coast. Andaman Islands. Confined to a narrow zone 
fringing the shores. Affects mangroves and other small trees.

E x tr a l im ita l . Extends along the eastern coast and islands of the Bay of 
Bengal, east to Vietnam and south through the Malay Peninsula. Other 
Subspecies in Indonesia and the Philippines

GENERAL h a b it s . A quiet and unobtrusive bird usually seen alone or 
in pairs. Catches insects on the wing as well as on the branches and trunks 
of trees. May be seen among the roots of mangroves and h igher up in trees.

f o o d . Insects.
v o ic e  and c a l l s . Song, a loud and clear whistle, repeated three or four 

times in a rising scale, or prolonged and drawn out, followed suddenly by 
a higher or lower note, somewhat reminiscent of the call of A eg itftin a  tiph ia  
(Osmaston).

b r e e d in g . Season , April to July. N e s t , a thin, flimsy, cup-shaped structure 
attached by means of cobwebs to the twigs supporting it. Placed in small 
trees between one and four metres above the ground. E g g s ,  2, creamy 
buff or pale c a fe -a u -la it marked with small spots ranging from sepia to blackish 
brown, and secondary spots of lavender, forming a zone around the large 
end, sparse elsewhere. Average size of 26 eggs 21-7 X 15-7 m m  (Baker).

M useum  D iagnosis. For details of plumages see Baker, loc. cit. Nest l ing.  Back 
and wings warm reddish brown; breast pure white, spotless (Osmaston, JBNHS 
17: 159).

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Tarsus Tail

d1 9 81—89 c. 23 55-61 mm
(Baker)

Bill from skull £.18 mm
Weight 1 d1 0*75 oz. (21 g); 3 9 9 0*75+ oz. (21 +  g) — Hume.
co lo u rs  o f  b a r e  p a r t s . Iris dark reddish brown. Bill blackish brown. Legs 

and feet slate or greyish brown. ^
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- s . caeruleotincta (Lioptila), 133
albilineata (Alcippe), 111 calipyga (Bahila, Leiothrix), 68
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Alcippomis, 109 carinata (Muscipeta), 223
Alseonax, 138  ̂ castaneceps (Alcippe, Minla), 113
amabilis (Muscicapa), 164 castaniceps (Ixulus, Yuhina), 99
annectans [w ] (Leioptila), 128 certus (Schoeniparus), 121
annectens (Heterophasia), 128 cerviniventris (Digenea, Muscicapa), 172
Anthipes, 138 ceylonensis (Culicicapa, Platyrhynchus),
ardosiaca (Leioptila), 132 204
argentauris (Leiothrix, Mesia), 65 ceylonensis (Hypothymis, Monarcha),
assamensis (Garrulax, Ianthocincla), 29 226
Astigma [sic] (Muscicapa), 169 ceylonensis (Tchitrea, Terpsiphone), 221
atrovinacea (Yuhina), 100 Chelidorhynx, 205
aureigularis (Leiothrix, Mesia), 66 chinensis see nuchalis (Garrulax)
aureola (Rhipidura), 207 chrysaeus (Proparus ?), 109
austeni (Alcippe, Proparus), 116 chrysoptera (Ianthocincla), 61
austeni (Garrulax, Trochalopteron), 50 chrysopterus (Garrulax), 61 
austeni (Grammatoptila), 13 chrysotis [Alcippe, Pr.(oparus)], 110
australorientis (Muscicapa), 167 chumbiensis (Alcippe,Fulvetta), 116
azurea (M onarcha), 223 cineraceum (Trochalopteron), 24

cineraceus (Garrulax), 24
badius (Garrulax), 7 cinerea (Alcippe, Minla), 112
baileyi (Yuhina), 102 cinerea [M.(uscitrea)], 228
bakeri (Garrulax, Trochalopteron), 63 cinereiceps (Alcippe), 117 
bakeri (Yuhina), 100 cinereiceps (Siva), 109
banyumas see magnirostris (Cyomis, cinereifrons (Garrulax), 3 

Muscicapa) cinereigenae (Minla, Siva), 95
bayleyi (Heterophasia, Leioptila), 131 cinereocapilla (Cryptolopha), 202 
b e la n g e ri^  leucolophus (Garrulax) cinnamomeum (Garrulax), 40 
Belangeri (Garrulax), 1 cleta (Cyomis), 169
bethelae (Garrulax), 55 coelicolor (Cyomis), 173
bilkevitchi [Garmlax, Trochalopteron collaris (Alcippe), 120 

(Ianthocincla)], 44 collini (Muscicapa), 166
biswasi (Dryonastes), 35 commoda (Alcippe), 126 .
blythi (Muscicapa), 166 compressirostris (Leucocerca, Khipi-
brahm aputra (Garrulax), 13 dura), 209
brucei (Alcippe), 122 concreta see cyanea (Muscicapa,
brunnea see mandelli (Alcippe, Minla) Muscitrea)
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conjuncta (Staphida), 99 grosvenori (Garrulax), 26
cranbrooki (Garrulax, Grammatoptila), gularis (Anthipes), 138

13 gularis (Garrulax, Ianthocincla), 21
cuculopsis see Heterophasia gularis (Yuhina), 104
Culicicapa, 202 gulmergi (Hemichelidon, Muscicapa),
Cutia, 71 142
cyanea (Muscicapa, Muscitrea), 183
cyanouroptera (Minla, Siva), 95 hardwickii (Garrulax), 16
Cyomis, 138 harterti (Ixulus), 103

Hemichelidon, 138
daflaensis (Actinodura), 88 henrici (Garrulax, Trochalopteron), 54
davurica (Muscicapa), 145 Heterophasia, 127
delacouri (Alcippe), 112 Hilarocichla, 72
delesserti (Crateropus, Garrulax), 19 hodgsoni (Muscicapa, Siphia), 164 
dorsalis (Leioptila), 132 hodgsoni (Muscicapella, Nemura), 201
Dryonastes, 1 hybrida (Pterythius [$&]), 78

. . . .  , % hybridus (Pteruthius), 78
egertom (Actinodura), 83 hyperythra (Muscicapa), 163
Erpomis, 97 hyperythra (Siphia), 157
erythrocepha umJCmdosoma), 57 hypoleuca see tomensis (Muscicapa)
erythrocephalus (Garrulax), 57 Hvoothvmis 223
^ o i a e m a  (Garrulax, Trochalopte- h^ 0x a S a ’(Rhipidura), 206

erythropterus (Lanius), 74 _ - . , -
Eumvias 138 Ianthocmcla, 1
euphonia (Muscicapa), 159 idiochroa (Hypothyncus, Monarcha), 227
exquisitus (Gyomis), 167 ignotincta (Mmla) 90

^  v / /> imbncatus (Garrulax), 49
fairbanki (Garrulax, Trochalopteron), imprudens (Garrulax), 60 

42 indigo (Muscicapa), 138
fastuosa (Cyanecula), 181 indochinensis (Muscicapa), 167
ferruginea (Hemichelidon, Muscicapa), intermedius see aenobarbulus (Pteruth- 

152 ius)
flabellifera (Muscicapa), 205 Ixops, 82
flavicollis (Yuhina), 102 Ixulus, 97
flaviscapis see validirostris (Pteruthius)
flemingi (Garrulax), 55 jerdoni (Cyomis, Muscicapa), 196
fuliginosa (Hemichelidon), 144 jerdoni (Garrulax), 42
Fulvetta, 109
furcatus (Parus), 64 kali (Garrulax), 59
fusca (Alcippe), 124 kangrae (Alcippe, Fulvetta), 114

kempi see stanleyi (Rhipidura)
galbanatus (Garrulax), 18 Keroula (Lanius), 228
galbanus (Garrulax), 18 khasiana (Actinodura), 85
Gampsorhynchus, 81 khasiensis (Alcippe), 126
garoensis (Pseudominla), 113 khasium (Trochalopteron), 63
Garrulax, 1 khosrovi (Alseonax), 148
gertrudis(Leiothrix), 67 kumaiensis (Leiothrix), 67
gilgit (Garrulax, Ianthocincla), 46
glauconotus (Pteruthius), 74 latirostris (Muscicapa), 145
godwini (Garrulax, Trochalopteron), 61 Leioptila, 127
gracilis (Heterophasia, Hypsipetes), 132 Leiothrix, 64
Grammatoptila, 1 lepida (Leiothrix), 95
grandis (Chaitaris, Muscicapa), 176 leucolophus (Corvus, Garrulax), 14
gratior (Garrulax), 21 Leucocirca, 205
griseata (Ianthocincla), 53 leucogaster (Muscipeta, Terpsiphone),
griseicauda (Garrulax), 31 216
griseotincta (Yuhina), 104 leucomelanura (Digenea, Muscicapa),
grisescentior (Ianthocincla), 46 170
grisola (Pachycephala, Tephrodornis), leucophrys (Turdus), 205 

228 . leucops (Digenea, Muscicapa), 162
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lewisi (Actinodura), 84 nipalensis (Alcippe, Siva), 125
lineatum (Cmclosoma), 46 Nipalensis (Cinclosoma ?) 82
lineatus (Qarrulax), 46 nipalensis (Cutia), 71
Lioparus, 109 Nipalensis (Sibia), 82
lmngstoni (Garrulax), 35 Nitidula, 201
ludlowi (Alcippe, Fulvetta), 117 noa (Chelidorhynx), 206
lutea (Leiothrix), 67 nocrecus (Pteruthius), 74
lutea (Sylvia), 64 notatus (Cyomis), 170
luteola (Leiothrix), 68 nuchalis (Garrulax), 17

nracgrigoriae (Muscicapa, Phoenicura), oatesi (Muscicapa, Niltava), 182 
_  occidentalis(Garrulax,Ianthodncla),26

(TarnUu™, P ttry tth i
manipurensis (Alcippe, Proparus), 118 occipitalis see bakeri (Yuhina) 
maximus (Garrulax, Pterorhinus), 29 occipitalis (Siva), 100 
McGlellandi (Garrulax), 8 occipitalis (Yuhina), 106
melanoleuca (Muscicapa), 166 ocellatum (Cinclosoma), 32
melanoleuca (Muscicapula), 166 ocellatus (Garrulax), 32
melanops (Muscicapa), 198 Ochromela, 138
melanops (Pteruthius), 79 Olcyomis, 136
melanopsis (Muscicapa), 223 olivacea (Cyomis), 136
melanotis (Garrulax), 8 orientalis (Culicicapa), 202
melanotis (Pteruthius), 79 orissae (Rhipidura), 214
mendionale (Garrulax, T  rochalopteron),

43 Pachycephala, 228
meridionalis see pectoralis (Garrulax, pallida (Butalis), 140 

Ianthodncla) pallida (Maladas), 129
merulinus (Garrulax), 37 pallida (Muscicapa), 140
Mesia, 64 pallidior (Culicicapa), 202
Minla, 90 pallipes (Musdcapa), 184
minuta (Muscicapa, Siphia), 172 pangpui (Niltava), 176
Monarcha, 223 paradisi (Corvus, Terpsiphone), 218
monileger (Dimorpha, Muscicapa), 161 parva (Muscicapa), 154 
monileger (Garrulax), 6 patkaicus (Garrulax), 16
monilegera (Cinclosoma), 6 pectoralis (Alcippe), 136
montivaga (Actinodura), 85 pectoralis (Garrulax, Ianthocinda), 8
Musdcapa, 137 pectoralis (Leucodrca), 214
Muscicapella, 201 pectoralis (Muscicapa), 228
Muscicapidae, 1 phoenicea (Ianthodncla), 63
Musdcapula, 138 phoeniceus (Garrulax), 63
M usdtrea, 228 picaoides (Heterophasia, Sibia), 134
muttui (Butalis, Musdcapa), 148 picaoides (Sibia), 127
Myzomis, 69 plumbdceps (Staphida, Yuhina), 99

. . poiocephala (Cryptolopha), 204
nagaensis (Cutia), 71 poioicephala (Alcippe, Thimalia), 123
nesaea (Cyomis), 196 poliogenys (Cyomis, Muscicapa), 186
neumanni see sarudnyi (Muscicapa) Poonensis (Muscicapa), 145
nicobarica (Hypothymis, Monarcha), Proparus, 109

.227  ̂  ̂ g ^ Pseudominla, 109
nicobarica (Rhinomyias), 137 Ptemthius 72
nicobarica (Terpsiphone), 222 pulchella (Heterophasia, Sibia), 133
nigriceps (Heterophasia, Sibia), 131 pyrrhoura (Myzomis), 70
nigrimenta (Yuhina), 107
nigrimentum (Trochalopteron), 59 querulum (Trochalopteron), 49
nigrimentus (Garrulax), 59
nigroaurita (Lioptila), 133 rama (Siva), 95
nigrorufa (Muscicapa, Saxicola), 175 Rhinomyias, 136
Niltava, 137 Rhipidura, 205
Nipalense (Cindosoma), 82 ripleyi (Pteruthius), 74
nipalensis (Actinodura, Cindosoma), 86 ripponi (Actinodura), 85



rouxi (Ixulus, Yuhina), 103 sundara (Muscicapa, Niltava), 181
rubeculoides (Muscicapa, Phoenicurus), superciliaris [D.(imorpha)], 163 

190 superciliaries (Muscicapa), 168
rubeculoides (Phoenicura), 138 superciliosus (Tephrodornis), 228
rufiberbis (Garrulax, Ianthocincla), 28 sykesi (Hypothymis), 223 
ruficauda (Muscicapa), 150
ruficollis (Garrulax, Ianthocincla), 36 Tchitrea, 216
rufifrons (Garrulax), 1 Terpsiphone, 216
rufigenis (Ixulus, Yuhina), 98 tem color (Butalis), 145
rufilata (Hemichelidon), 152 thalassina (Muscicapa), 198
rufimenta (Cinclosoma), 27 thalia (Siva), 95
rufitincta (Ianthocincla), 28 tickelliae [C.(yornis), Muscicapa], 193
rufitinctus (Garrulax), 28 titania (Yuhina), 107
rufiventer (Pteruthius), 73 tomensis (Muscicapa), 154
rufogularis (Alcippe, Minla), 119 torqueola (Siva), 90 •
rufogularis (Garrulax, Ianthocincla), 27 toxostomina (Stactocichla), 38 
rufulus (Gampsorhynchus), 81 toxostominus (Garrulax), 38
russata (Hemichelidon), 152 tricolor [D.(igenea)], 170

tricolor (Muscicapa), 170
sannio see albosuperciliaris (Garrulax) Trochalopteron, 1
sapphira (Muscicapa, Muscicapula), 173 turensis (Alcippe), 125
sarudnyi (Muscicapa), 140 tytleri (Monarcha, Myiagra), 226
saturatior (Cyornis), 188 .__.... ^ - v

; saturatior (Tchitrea, Terpsiphone), 221 umbratilis (Rhinomyias), 136
Schoeniparus, 109 undulata (Muscicapa), 138
setafer [Cinc.(losoma), Garrulax], 48 umcolor (Cyornis, Muscicapa), 189 
Sibia, 82 uropygialis (Garrulax), 8
sibirica (Muscicapa), 142 validirostris (Pteruthius), 74
signata (Leiothrix, Muscicapa), 179 variegatum (Cinclosoma), 23
sikkimensis (Garrulax, Grammatoptila), variegatus (Garrulax), 23
. ? , , . v nn vemayi (Cyornis, Muscicapa), 188

(Trochalopteron)i 22 vemayi (Leiothrix, Mesia), 67
s!m“ is (Garrulax), 22 vemayi (Leucocirca, Rhipidura), 215
similis (Hypothymis), 223 vibex (Garrulax), 12
simlaensis (Minia, Siva), 91 victoriae (Siva), 94
biphia, 137 vinctura (Actinodura), 88
Sittaparus, 109 vinipectus (Alcippe, Siva), 115
blvf . y U/rM \/r • \ ioc virgatum (Trochalopteron), 49sordida (Glaucomyias Muscicapa), 196 virgatus (Garrulax), 49
squamata (Ianthocincla), 51 vivax (Yuhinal 104
Sqt a ^ S S f i arrUlaX)’ 51 v iv id a ^  oatesi (Muscicapa, Niltava)
stanfordi (Alcippe), 127 waddelli (Garrulax), 8
stanleyi (Rhipidura), 213 wagstaffei (Alcippe), 113
Staphida, 90 waldeni (Actinodura), 89
striata see sarudnyi (Muscicapa) westermanni (Muscicapa), 165
striata (Muscicapa), 137 whisderi (Garrulax), 4
striaticollis (Alcippe, Siva), 118 whisderi (Muscicapa, Niltava), 180
striatus (Garrulax, Garrulus), 10
strigula (Minla, Siva), 92 xanthochlorus (Pteruthius), 77
strophiata (Muscicapa, Siphia), 159 xantholeuca (Yuhina), 108
styani (Monarcha, Siphia) 223 yangpiensis (Yuhina), 104
subcaerulatus (Garrulax), 34 y  . • q7 v 7
subrubra (Muscicapa), 157 , 1 ’ /A/f- i \ Q/L, vx i yunnanensis (Minla, Siva), 94subsquama turn (Trochalopteron), 51
subunicolor (Garrulax, Trochalopteron), zantholeuca [rir] (Erp.[ornis]), 108 

53 ziaratensis (Ianthocincla), 44
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IN D EX  T O  T H E V O LUM ES B Y  FA M ILY  

E n glish  nam es (for Latin names sec front end-paper)

Accentors, 9 Grey Creeper, 9
Avadavat, 10 Gulls, 3
A voce t, 2

Hawks, 1
Babblers, 6-7 Hedge Sparrows, 9
Barbets, 4 Herons, 1
Bam Owls, 3 Honeyguides, 4
Bee-eaters, 4 Hoopoes, 4 . -
Bitterns, 1 Hornbills, 4
Boobies, 1 Home Sparrows, 10
Broadbiils, 4 Hypocofius, 5 :
Bulbuls, 6
Buntings, 10 Ibisbill, 2
Bustards, 2 Ibises, 1
Button and Bustard-Quails, 2 Ioras, 6

Chaffinch, 10 Ja9anas, 2
Ghats, 8-9 Jaegers, 3
Coots, 2 J l f H B S i : :  Jays, 5
Cormorants, 1  ̂ ,
Coursers, 3 Kingfishers, 4
Crab Plover, 2 -
Cranes, 2 Larks, 5  f ^
Creepers, 9 Laughing Thrushes, 7
Crested Swift, 4 " Leaf Birds, 6
Crows, 5 Leaf Warblers, 8
Cuckoo-Shrikes, 6  Longtailed Titmice, 9
Cuckoos, 3 Loons, 1 ^
Curlews, 2 JMagpies, 5
Darter, 1 Megapodes, 2
Dippers, 9 Minivets, 6
Divers, 1 Monarch Flycatchers, 7
Doves, 3  • Munias, 1ft:
Drongos, 5 Mynas, 5
Ducks, 1

Nightjars, 4
Egrets, 1 Nuthatches, 9

Fairy Bluebird, 6  Orioles, 5
Falcons, 1 Owls, 3
Finches, 10 Oystercatchers, 2
Finfoot, 2
Flamingos, 1 Painted Snipe, 2
Flowerpeckers, 10 Parrots, 3
Flycatchers, 7 Partridges, 2
Frigate Birds, 1 Pelicans, 1
Frogmouths, 4 Penduline Titmice, 9

Petrels, 1
Geese, 1 Phalaropes, 2
Goatsuckers, 4 Pheasants, 2
Goldfinches, 10 Pigeons, 3
Grebes, 1 Pipits, 9



v Pittas, 4 Sunbirds, 10
Plovers, 2 Swallow-Shrikes, 5
Pratincoles, 3 Swallows, 5

Swans, 1
Quails, 2 Swifts, 4

Rails, 2 Terns, 3
Robins, 8 Thick-knees, 3
Rollers, 4 Thickhead, 7

Thrushes, 8-9
- Sandgrouse, 3 Titmice, 9

Sandpipers, 2 Tree Creepers, 9
Scimitar .Babblers, € Trogons, 4
Shearwaters, 1 Tropic-birds, 1
Shrikebilled Flycatcher, 7 Vultures, 1
Shrikes, 5

.Skuas, 3 , ' Wagtails, 9
v Snipe, 2 Wall Creeper, 9

Sparrows, 10 Warblers, 8
EH Sgn Spiderhunters, 10 Waybills, 10

Spoonbill, 1 Waxwing, 5
? - Spotted Creepers, 9 Weaver Birds, 10

Starlings, 5 White-eyes, 10
Stilts, 2 Wood Swallows, 5
Stone Curlews, 3 Woodcock, 2
Storks, 1 Woodpeckers, 4
Storm Petrels, 1 Wrens, 9



SALIM a l i  
s .  D IL L O N  RIPLEY

? I I  Handbook o f the Birds ̂Pratincole*, 3 . o f India &  Pakistan
Quails, 2 • '

together with those of Nepal,
Sikkim , Bhutan & Ceylon

• ' Rollers, 4
Published

Sandgrouse, 3
Sandpipers, 2 vJH B  * d iv e r s  to h a w k s  1968 Rs 100

2 MEGAPODES TO CRAB PLOVER 1969 Rs 90Shcsrwstcfs 1
3 STONE CURLEWS TO OWLS 1969 Rs 90
4  FROGMOUTHS TO PITTAS 1970 Rs 90
5 LARKS TO THE GREY HYPOCOLIUS 1972 Rs 90Snipe, 2
6  CUCKOO-SHRIKES TO BABAXES 1971 Rs 90
7 LAUGHING THRUSHES TO THE MANGROVE

WHISTLER 1972 Rs 90
Spotted Creepers, 9
Starlings, 5 I H  ,  . .

In preparation

8 WARBLERS TO REDSTARTSStorks, 1 . ■fmM
9 ROBINS TO WAGTAILS

10 FLOWERPECKERS TO BUNTINGS

G. M. HENRY

A Guide to the Birds o f Ceylon
Second edition £  2*75

The purpose of this book is to enable bird
watchers in Ceylon to identify the 400 species 
to be seen in the island (and in parts of India). 
For the new edition the author has added a 
number of illustrations of nests and an appen
dix, listing the names of families he uses, com
pared with those in W. W. A. Phillips’s A  

(1952) Revised Check-list o f the Birds o f Ceylon. 
Nomenclature has been revised throughout.



1 iSome Press Opinions o f the >£>
HANDBOOK §

‘The descriptive accounts of the various birds have been
admirably written: they are lucid, flawless, and brief, yet
in richness of factual material are encyclopaedic. . . .  It can K ®
be stated without exaggeration that the Handbook is a monu-
mental work of scientific knowledge, and an important land-
mark in Indian ornithology.5 biswamoy biswas in Journal of

I
 the Bombay Natural History Society ^  9

‘When the work is complete, the avifauna of the subregion

will indeed be well docum ented.5 sir landsborough Thomson ^
in Nature, London

‘A monumental work about the birds of India and adjacent
countries___ The names of the two authors of this new, ^
enlarged Handbook guarantee that ornithologists will now be 2 / ^
equipped with a work which is in all respects trustworthy, 
and compiled with scrupulous attention to contemporary 
requirements.5 professor erw in  stresemann in Journal fu r  ^
Omithologie, Berlin (a translation from the Gherman)

‘Let it be said at once that the new work is likely to satisfy
all reasonable requirements.5 h .g .a . in Ibis, London ^

‘The authors are two of the world’s most distinguished omi-
thologists. . . . The standard of accuracy is as high as one ^
expects from the authors, and this comprehensive work will ^
immediately establish itself as the standard in a field where ^
all too many previous books have only sampled the commoner m
birds o f this vast area’s rich  avifauna.5 richard  fitter  in
Oryx, London ^

‘Authoritative and well written . . Choice, Chicago

‘The sedulous documentation demands high praise indeed.. . .
This scholarly work. . Emu, Melbourne C *
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