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INTRODUCTION
BY

JAMES h. COUSINS, D. LITT.
- * Some good people, when they see ,

*• certain pictures of modern artists, recall 
some two or three colour-prints that they 
have seen, and sagely remark, with a 
trace of disparagement: “ Ah, Japanese 
influence”  As if a great grandmother of 
the arts of Asia should be rebuked for 
preserving some trace of resemblance to 
her children’s children. Wider knowledge 
knows that the matter is the other way 
round, and that Utamaro’s ladies are line­
al descendants of the Shakti of India, 
thinned, coif fed and costumed by the 
temperament and climate of Japan.

The same good people or others have 
been heard to remark in front of one of 
Rahman Chughtai’s pictures: “ Ah, Per­
sian influence” . Persian surely, for the 
very reason that Chughtai is a Persian of
the lineage of the Tartar-Mughals and of 
the family of the master-builders of the 
Pearl Mosque of Delhi and the Taj Mahal 
of Agra. . j j j *  .
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tribution of the Persian and Mughal genius 
of th e  past and of Chughtai to-day to the 
art of India and the world. ;

It is perhaps thewOriental character
ofChughtai’s pictures that will win ad­
mirers for them outside Asia Their amaz­
ing technical skill is acceptable to all who 
are sensitive to excellence achieved. But 
the remoteness from so-called realism 
whichChughtai has deliberately cultivated 
will be specially acceptable to those who 
are now feeling the pull away from an 
alleged truthfulness to eye-sight, towards 
the truth of the imagination. This has 
been the mission of the Oriental art for
ages, and a study of a set of Pesian paint­
ings (of which good reproductions can now 
be readily obtained) side by side with 
these of Chughtai, will show where they 
are at one in their mood of gentle repose, 
in their pictorial lyricism, and where 
Chughtai, with the impulse of the creative 

. artist who has the sense of tradition, has
made his wholly delightful and individual 
contribution. He retains the distinctive^ 
mood and posture of the Persian tradition 
but gives his pictures a special quality of
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his own In lovely colour combination, in 
delicious lines that seem to be less lines of * 
painting than of some inaudible poetry 

m c.* * made visible, in folds of drapery that are
s never mere coverings to or discoverings of

the human body, but best men in the 
liturgy of beauty, in decorative back­
grounds based on Saracenic architecture 
that call the imagination away from the 
tyranny of the actual into free citizenship 
of the realm of romance.

One would like to follow up these ex­
cellences from picture to picture, but space
forbids. The wish must here be content 
with hand outstretched towards infinite 
riches in a little room and a profound 
salaam to the gifted artist.
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* Or. Sir Mohammad Iqbal— The Poet of the East

i  WELCOME *Muraqqa-i-ChughtaiGhahb's Illustrated 
I Edition by Mr. M. A. Rahman Chughtai-a unique enter­
prise in modern Indian painting and printing. Unfortunately
f  ^  notcom^tentenough to ^  ^

S a ^ n w h i c h h e  h t  <*. * »  more
important forces that are shaping Chughtai s artistic ideal.
53T55? 1 can say is that I look upon Art as subservient to 
life and personality. I expressed this view *****  b?ck, “
1914 in my *Asrar-i-Khudi\ and twelve years later m the last 
poem of the ‘ Zubur-i-‘Ajam’ wherein I have tried to picture 
Sfe soul-movement o f the ideal artist in whom Love reveals 
itself as a unity of Beauty and Power.

j : L

From this point o f view some o f the more recent 
j paintings of Mr. Chughtai are indeed remarkable. The

spiritual health of a people largely depends on the kind o f 
inspiration which their poets and artists receive. But inspir­
ation is not a matter of choice. It is a gift, the character of 

r which cannot be critically judged by the recepient before
accepting it. It comes to the individual unsolicited, and

• •
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only to socialise itself. For this reason the personality that * 
receives and the life-quality o f that which is received are * 
matters o f the utmost importance for mankind. The 
inspiration o f a single decadent, if his art can lure his fellows 

) to “ is song or picture, may prove more ruinous to a people «
• than whole battalions of an Attila or a Changer. As the

, | Prophet of Islam said of Imra'u) Qais—the greatest poet of
Pre-Islamic Arabia

To permit the visible to shape the invisible, to seek 
what is scientifically called adjustment with Nature is to 
recognise her mastery over the spirit o f man. Power comes 
from resisting her stimuli, and not from exposing ourselves 
to their action. Resistance of what is with a view to create 
what ought to be. is health and life Ail else is decay and 
death. Both God and man live by perpetual creation

Of. i , x, /;»!. I | . i I \J

** p j  || L

The artist who is a blessing to mankind defies life.
He is an associate of God and feels the contact o f T^me and 
Eternity in his soul. In the words of Fichte, he all
Nature full, large and abundant as opposed to him who sees 
all things thinner, smaller and emptier than they actually %
are". The modern age seeks inspiration from Nature But 
Nature simply %is and her function is mainly to obstruct our 
search for ‘ Ought' which the artist must discover within the 
deeps of his own being.
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* And in so far as the cultural history of Islam is
concerned, it is my belief that, with the single exception of 
Architecture, the art of Islam (Music, Painting and even 
Poetry) is yet to be bom—the art; that is to say, which aims * 
at the human assimilation of Divine attributes 
gives man infinite aspirtion, *̂*£*43# and finally wins for him * 
the status of God's Representative on earth.

*1* (jfe gji /*VI*
(jts 4* u*

There are, however, indications to show that the 
young artist of the Punjab is already on the way to feel his 
responsibility as an artist. He is only twenty-nine yet.
What bis art will become when be reaches the maturer age 
of forty, the future alone will disclose. Meanwhile all those 
who are interested rn his work will keenly watch his 
forward movement.
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A Persian Idyll.
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The I’d Moon
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The Old Lamp.
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A Serenade.
• •

9

t

itks&K&fr4-%
m  <£r{j

%

.  • I  .

9

m



• 1 • 

t

#
#

|̂J£t
H H B



9

'f V; C  x!.
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The Brimming Cup.
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The Wasted Vigil.
• •

9

*

■JT



9

*

*

9

9

Life t
• |

-> *

*• • i f § <* •

*1

1

9

1



* »
#

______________ _ •

%



. . Princess of Sahra.
,V*.

*

m



1 • f



« 1 H '%.' ■ vC?,wr9- V ' v 3 n j t > I ■ ;

VL ^

<V J jH ;

Hjppp
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A Pencil Drawing.
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The Resting Place.
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The Music Lesson.
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The Tutor.
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The Web of Life.
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The Extinguished Flame.
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The Desert in Bloom.
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The Captive Bird.
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The Captive Bird.
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The Song Offering.
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The Poet’s Vision.
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j| Ar^O'Jc-r^irî r-^ —̂njlcJs'twfi'd* t f fW

»  •



• • »

. “mil :|g

HI I
*J*0  g

[WM W

V m i S  > ^  i. > 1 •: i '  > '
/J T S &  §

cfc— ̂ *0-’ %t

C\ | g ? §  ^ I k f ^ t i - L j ^ ^ J )  I ^

cM|̂j|t '\f/ Ŝd&t I Jj
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. s i i m}rnĴ  *̂J dfCi*(f?\ jlĵ N
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JUffyL S’i)” ' ■»•
<W j| |  (KS<S‘*(f?(fi1e4r |

l|||j 4 tJ i,U f+ -J ,$  d rY .jtfy S ^ tr- 1

• \S^| ^£.k> _̂_l" Jls(/>!> )SiJ$JJji- '£ ' f f

j|P | 111

•  •



• •
• t

I  c £ ' ,S 5 £ l g ST •
1  **> ***{*-*?* »
§j| *4 'J t-<^^^—^ y u  *-i&!&bpe>''£fri v js [(
J1  4-U J '-'lff/>J^J,t£iXjr%<£>£/■ ̂J-, (fe-fik--1/ ^ W 5

j p |  £—jl)S,i£ tflrt—jXlfjtif L&sj/r-ii iXiiCJ/ i- _ f  p f f y

J || ^W ^JtucJjts’O if 3 |
i f  <r^<J^^~J;A^ tlfsJej/lfciyf (£̂ .(£3*$--
Jl| {f+j&r &
©I ^ fW f
% Vl *s *L ? ?  2—* f o u ¥ (f .\ r ¥ ' «3 l| c >

|  fjty ty ajiua£k ^ js r ^ J ii^  H |jI
HI 9-6>d\(̂ >'‘‘hfu:f><S.’ K^CQ^Sdf^ov

g l  ^ & > A _ ^ t t , / > ^ /  (S ^ y f c ^ t '& i f i l J ;  | | i| t



9 t r

Lffe#— \

r^ tf" 'JfJĵ r/OZ'Q f )
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s» ■i^is^J^^-^iJ’ ;̂'-'!/; vF4—-r̂ A,,J |?§Y"I ?>>'.&
l  W “r?P^^-/tL& ĉc ||||l
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^cJ tX * ' ^X^jfc? X X  ̂  [ X  * $  ^

ty& \<yzS*Lr --g f js  Lb W A *  9pj
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|| y W fU K  * 'A û  ^ j-u 'tiu*-4-i/t<' g |1
f j  J .\ i ,^ f £ ,J\ i t -. l j '

I |||f ,



r •

^k$y  ̂ X '^ jir’- ^
fW j £vL?'siic,s/i,lbsr %

(ejuLCftofy e m  .Irjô  ysj\fj)JL— %r
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* • 

0

n O ^ Q  ^  <► O o O «  ^  ^ Q O  o O »  Q p

^ ^  1«*.*>l^v*1 - ^
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