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P R E F A C E  T O  T H fe  P R E S E N T  ED IT IO N .

A L T H O U G H  not more than ten years have elapsed since 
the late Rev. F. O. Morris corrected his work for a new 

edition, and included many new species which had by then 
been added to our Avi-fauna, yet so rapidly does the British 
list of birds grow, in view of the keen interest now taken in 
ornithology, that in preparing the present new edition of 

I this work the publisher has found it necessary to again
add a number of species (most of which will be found in 
the Appendix in vol. vi. of the work), and he has also taken 
the opportunity to have the text revised and corrected, espe­
cially in regard to bringing it more into line with present-day 

■j knowledge of the distribution of the species, and also to carry­
ing the records of the rarer visitors more up to date. Other 
corrections have also been made, yet, speaking generally, the 
author’s life-histories have not been interfered with, and his 
work stands as he left it, the nomenclature having been, for 
the same reason, in nearly all cases not interfered with.

As regards the plates, hoy&rer, these have been increased 
% . .

by the addition of six dfates, and the colouring of the whole 
four hundred has bgen carefully revised for this edition in
order to make them naturally correct.
• • t

London % August 1902.
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PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION.

4,My love for Nature is as old as I.”
“Edwin  M orris”  (Lord Tennyson.)

Th e  raison d' itre of this new edition of A History of 
British Birds, is, that the work has been out of print 

for some time, and, moreover, that no fewer than twenty-nine 1 
new species, new, that is, to Britain, have to be added into it.

I have once more, as on previous occasions, t© thank 
those to whose favour it is thus again so much indebted,

* and, at the same time, to acknowledge the kindness of many 
obliging correspondents who have from year to year, and 
from all sides of the country, sent me various particulars 
which they thought might be of interest as adding to the 

• accounts of the species described.
I had got together a few tail-pigjes to follow the descriptions 

% of some of the birds, ^fter the manner of Bewick, well 
remembering how much his inimitable sketches took my 

• own fancy when I first had his book to read, as has no doubt, 
begn the case with every one else. But I found that they 
would*never, be anything like enough in number for the 
purpose, and it afterwards came into my mind, I know

VOt. T. ^
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not how, to endeavour to supply their place in the best 
way I could with couplets or triplets, or other brief 
passages of poetry, in which either the birds themselves 
are mentioned by name, or their haunts and habits brought 
before the eye of the mind of the reader.

I have had so much pleasure in thus collecting them, that 
it seems to me that I may hope that others will look at 
them as I do myself, and I feel sure that this one or that 
will call-up many a “ Pleasure of Memoiy” in bringing 
back to the mind either some old and happy time, or 
scene, or study, the remembrance of some favourite song or 
tune, or of the circumstances under which it was heard, 
connected with the days we all have had our part in, but 
which can only in this way be ever now recalled and lived 
over again. •

I
“ One touch of Nature makes the whole world kin/’

In orffe of the Letters in my small volume, “ Letters to 
the Times about Birds, etc.,” I began with the remark that 
I had once read the opinion expressed by some author of 
eminence, that if a person takes pleasure himself in what he
writes, it will be found to give pleasure also to those who 
read it.

Judged by ‘this standard, what happened in the case of ' 
the present work might havs^ieen foreseen and foretold. It 

' was all along a very great pleasure, to me to express as well 
as I could my love for some of the most beautiful of 
Nature’s handiworks, and the pleasure* I had could not but 
be added to by my finding how veiy many other persons, Sn 
every rank and degree of life, were like-minded vgith myself, 
and went with me in what I wrote

< ♦
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“ One generation passeth away, and another generation 
cometh,” and I hope that those of younger years, who may 
read this new Edition of the “ History of British Birds” 
may find it a help to pass a leisure hour pleasantly, as their 
forelders have told me they did in their time; and that to 
those of the latter who may still survive, it may bring up 
to mind the “ Old times; the good old times,” of the past, 
and recall the words of the poet-----

“ Redditque senem juvenilibus annis.”

It will be found that I have made several thousand minor 
additions, corrections, alterations, eto, by which I think the 
work has been much improved.

. *1 would ask my readers to notice what was all I proposed 
to endeavour to do in the Introduction and the Preface to 
the First Edition. I made no claim to anything beyond that, 
nor have I ever done so. As I said in one of my Letters 
to the Times, “ my love of Birds greatly exceeds my know­
ledge of them,,, and I readily give to others the latter, 
while only claiming the former to myself.

I have not altered the names of the Birds from what they 
were, except in some very few instances, when it was necessary. 
It will be time enough to do so after the vagaries of nomen- 

. claturists have come to an end. Up to now, they have 
known no bounds, each one trying to outdo th’e other in the

* love of change for the sake of change, all only to make 
confusion worse confounded. “ Quot species tot genera” is their

> motto, so that one can only say, as Madame Roland said of
Liberty, “ O Science, what nonsense is written in thy name!”

# 9 ■ •
May* my readers, one and all, have as much cause for 

thankfulness’ in the retrospect as I have had to Him to

• *
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whom belong all the “ fowls of the mountains,” anci the 
“ cattle upon a thousand hills.’*

“ Let us be like the bird, one instant 'lighted 
Upon a twig that swings;

He feels it yield, but sings on, unafFrighted,
Knowing he has his wings."

F. O. MORRIS*
Nunburnholme Rectory, H ay ton y Fork, 1 8 9 1 .
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

‘ I have often offered him (Bewick) to re-write the whole of the 
birds wherewith from early and lasting habits I was well acquainted, 
their characters and manners, interspersed with anecdotes, and poetry, 
and passages of every bearing brought together, flinging over the whole 
that which may be called the poetic bloom of nature.,

/ .  F . M . Dovaston, Esq., in the 1 Magazine o f Natural History.’

/^ \F T E N  as the present work has been reprinted, especially 
that portion of it which contains the land birds, it 

has not been given to me till now to send forth a revised, 
p corrected, and enlarged edition. I fear that some errors 

may even yet have been overlooked, though those are cor­
rected which I had already noticed in the original issue. 
The public, however, have shown such a remarkable favour 
towards the work, that I cannot keep from myself the 
hope that now that it is rendered somewhat more worthy 
of their approbation, they mcJystill find it both useful as 
a book of reference, and at the same ‘ time amusing to 
take up in a leisure hour. Of the very large number of 
letters I have received on the several subjects I have 
written on and published since I began the f History of 
British Birds/ and which have expressed the approval of their 
writers, many of them in the most marked and gratifying 
• •
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manner, by far the greater proportion have Sad reference 
to the present work, as may be supposed from the following 
quotation:— #

4The proper study of mankind is man: the favourite
study of mankind is certainly birds, beasts, and fishes— 
Natural History in short. Above all, birds seem to exercise 
the greatest attraction over young and old, rich and poor/
—So says the ‘Times/

This I can amply verify from my own experience as 
the writer of the present work, for I have often and often 
and over again been utterly surprised at the number of 
letters I have received on the subject from each of the 
three kingdoms, some even from the remotest parts of the 
four quarters of the earth, and from Royalty down to the 
Husbandman who has told me that he has denied himself, 
his ale and pipe to be able to take in the numbers of my • 
book as they came out.

I have nothing to add, except to tender my hearty thanks 
to all th<^e who have so kindly aided me with much valuable 
help, and as much equally valued approbation,

t
Nunbumholme Rectory, January 19th., 1870.
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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

'It is from the great book of Nature, the same through a thousand 
editions, that I have venturously essayed to read a chapter to the public

r p H E  anomaly of custom demands that that which has to 
% be written on the completion of a work, should be 
made a preface to it, and that an author’s last words should 
be his first.

The several objects had in view in these volumes have 
been—

First, to collect together, so far as I could, all the known 
•  facts respecting the Natural History of each and every 

British Bird, so that my work might contain a greater 
number of such facts than any previous one.

Secondly, to produce at the same time a readable book.
Thirdly, to give correct and life-like figures# of the several 

species.
And, fourthly, to bring pu^tfie  work at such a price 

as to place it within the reach of every class, whose 
taste might happily, le&d them to the study of Natural 
History.
# I have endeavoured also throughout to impart a religious 

character .to this treatise on some of the most interesting 
, works of the Creator, as indicated from the very first 

• •
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page by the motto ‘Gloria in excelsis Deo* prefixed to 
the account of the ‘birds of the air,’ and subsequently by 
the kindred one ‘De profundis ad Dominum’ attached in'* 
like manner to that of the water-birds, whose home is 
more or less on the ‘great deep.’

How far I have succeeded in each or either of the 
first-named objects proposed it is for my readers to say, 
by a comparison of mine with other previous works on the 
British Birds; in fact, they have already said, as presently 
alluded to, and I thankfully acknowledge the commenda­
tions of those whose praise is a valued reward.

With regard to the last-named particular, the price of 
the work; this has all along been the great difficulty.
The plates could have been executed in a much more 
highly-finished manner if more had been charged for them,* 
but under the circumstances it was absolutely impossible.
Each number contained four coloured plates, every one done 
by hand, and, excepting the last half-dozen—when materials 
in the shape of information about the birds had run short 
—twenty-four well and handsomely printed pages for a 
shilling, making the book, as far as I know, the cheapest 
ever brought out in this country.

The critics, and those some of the leading ones, who 
have already given their opinions of the work while it was 
in progress, have expressed themselves without exception so • 
favourably, that I trust afijl^to be found to have merited 
a continuation of their kindness. f •

In describing the specific characteristics of the birds I 
have endeavoured to give an outline* of their more prq- 
minent features, leaving out those njore recondite ones 
which some authors have gone into. In l ike. manner in 
the description of the colours I have omitted such names

• %
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• ^
used by other writers as would not, I am sure, be generally 
understood by the class of readers whom I have especially 

• had in view. It has been my aim, as I have before 
remarked, to make a readable book, one which should 
in some distant degree engraft the attractiveness of such 
writers as Gilbert White on the necessary details required 
in the description of species, and I have endeavoured 
to make the most of the limited space at my disposal, 
and at all events to convey through the work a sense of 
some of those delights of the country which, as I enjoy 
with the utmost thankfulness myself, I feel must be still 
more valuable on any occasional opportunity to those whose 
lot has unhappily been cast in towns.

It would not be dutiful in me to conclude without 
expressing my deep gratitude to Her Most Gracious 
Majesty the Queen for her condescending patronage, 
enhanced by the manner in which the favour was commu­
nicated by her illustrious husband the Prince Consort. The 
desire to do a kindly action must, I feel, have Tseen the 

,  prevailing motive with Her Majesty, but the work itself, 
however unworthy, is none the less under obligation for the 
benefit conferred.

My thanks are likewise due, and are respectfully offered 
to His Grace the Archbishop of York, who by his considerate 
sympathy with, and support of my undertaking, has added 
to former acts of kindness in w unhand deed.

To the public I am also largely indebted, and I cannot 
withhold my grateful acknowledgment of the extensive 
support they have given to my ‘History’—some fifty-fold 

♦ mbre than my excellent publishers, duly and properly cautious, 
suggested .ifr the first instance should be provided for. 
Especially have I to thank those very numerous correspon-

# V0 L .« 1. 0
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dents, in every rank of life, whose approval, expressed in 
the most flattering' manner, from all parts of the United 
Kingdom, has afforded me the greatest encouragement while- ; 
endeavouring to make my labours worthy of their approbation.

But lastly, and above all, let me render thanks and praise
where they are most due. Seven years and a half, short as
they are to look back upon, are long to look forward to,
and are in themselves no inconsiderable proportion even of
a longer life than mine; and having been permitted for
this lengthened space of time, without let or hindrance, free
from accident or disease, to supply regularly month by
month the materials for each successive number of my work,
I feel that it would not be fitting were I not, now that the
task has been completed, to record my grateful sense of the
mercy of the Great Author and Preserver of all, without
whom not even a sparrow falleth to the ground, and to set
forth whose Power and Goodness has not been lost sight of
in these volumes. Unless He protect, it is but lost labour to
rise early? and late take rest, and eat the bread of care- |
fulness, and in His name all our works should be begun,

* ■
continued, and ended.

Nunburnhoime Rectory, September 1857.

♦

© Q

V ’

xiv PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION'.

a • ■ ' 0 • • ; ;  o' %•- '



CONTENTS OF TH E FIRST VOLUME.

Griffon Vulture . . « * . . # # PAQ̂
Egyptian Vulture g
Erne • a. • • • • •  o
Golden Eagle . . # #  ̂  ̂ ^
Spotted E a g l e ................................... ........
Osprey .    81

•Buzzard . . .........................................................................   gg
Rough-legged Buzzard # 43
Honey Buzzard . . .............................................................. ........  ^
Kite . . . . . . ...........................................  02
Swallow-tailed Kite .. , ' . # ; . 69

Black Kite • • • • • * • •  . . .  71
Jer-Falcons (two plates) 73

9 Peregrine-Falcon . . r . , . . . . 77
Hobby ...............................................................................................   38
Orange-legged H o b b y ...................................................................... 98

Merlin • • • • • • • • . , . .  96
Kestrel .................................................... . . . . . .  103
Lesser Kestrel . . . . .. . . . » . . 114
Goshawk . . .............................................................116
Sparrow-Hawk . . . . . ' .................................... „ 12 2
Marsh Harrier • , . . . . . 1 . 130
Hen Harrier . « . • . . . . . . • 136
Montagu’s Harrier • 141
Short-eared Owl . . « > . . . . .  • • 144
Long-eared Owl • * . • . • • • * • ’ • 148
feagle Owl . . ' • . . . • . . . 153

fScops-eared Owl . . ....................................................  157
Snowy Owl , . . • . . . . - . . - 1 6 0  
Tawny Owl . • . . . . . . .  165
White Owl . . . . . . . . . .  170

• •

•  0



•  •  PAGE*

Mottled Owl . . • . . • • • • • 178
Little Owl . . . • . • . • • • • • 181
Tengmalm’a Owl . . . . . • - • « 185
Hawk O w l...........................................  . ■ - • • . . 187*' °
Grey Shrikes- « . . . . • • • * ' •  190
Lesser Grey Shrike 194
Bed-backed Shrike . ■ . . . • • . . . . • 196
Woodchat........................................... • . . . 201 -
Great Titmouse . . . , . . • . • . . 204
Cole Titmouse • • • • « . • • .  • .  208
Crested Titmouse . . . . . • . . . 212
Blue Titmouse • ...........................................  . . . m 215
Marsh Titmouse . . , . . . • . . . # 223
Long-tailed Titmouse . . . . . • . . ; m 226
Bearded Titmouse • • • . . • •  . . 231
Pied Flycatcher . . . • * . . , . # b 234
Red-breasted Flycatcher • . • ’ . , . . ' # 238 '
Spotted Flycatcher • • . . . . . . . . 240
B o i l e r ............................................................................................   # 244
Kmgfisher . • * .....................................................  . . 248°
^  elted Kmgfisher 253
Bee-eater • • • * .  256
Hoopoe . • • • • • .  . .  . , 259
Chough ............................................................................... ........  . 263
Raven • • • • • • » • • . . .  268
Crow . . . . . . - '  # # 279 '
Hooded C r o w .....................................

.......................................................................................... m  «
J a c k d a w ..............................................................  . qa,

...........................................   * . 809Nutcracker . . . .  „.................................... *- • • . 315

#

o

xvi CONTENTS.

• 0



• m

INTRODUCTION.

T N  the present advanced state of the science of British Ornithology 
there is but little room left for originality. Excellence in compilation 

improvement either in the way of curtailment, or extension is chiefly to 
be aimed at. Anything novel, beyond the occasional announcement of 
the addition to our native Fauna of a single specimen or so of some one 
or more species, hitherto not known to have occurred in this country, is 
scarcely to be looked for,—a borrowed description of such is almost all 
thSt can be given; *Vix ea nostra voco* ought to be the honest motto ( 
of every one who in the present day writes upon the subject. There I 
is nevertheless one feature in works of this kind, in which, up to 
this time, abundant scope has been left for novelty, belonging how­
ever to the province of the proprietor, not to that of the author, 
and as the credit of happily hitting off this feature belongs in the 

# present instance, exclusively to the enterprising Proprietor of this work, 
to him must the merit of it be assigned, and by him may the success 
which it deserves, be gained. I  allude, as perhaps has already been 
imagined, to the price of the work, and whatever degree of approbation 
may be assigned to it in any other respect, in this at least, all wjll 

•at once admit it to have been hitherto unrivalled. Sdme margin is, 
however, left for the author also, wheregg^to essay improvement, and 

•  my object in the present History of British Birds will be to endeavour 
to simplify former descriptions, to adapt them to popular wants and 
wishes, and by a more uniformly methodical arrangement than is, I  
think, to be met with in any previous work of the kind, to give to 

• any# student of our native ornithology, who may from circumstances 
require it, every help that can be afforded, to enable him to identify 
each species,—all unnecessary particulars and redundant repetitions being

•  . •
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avoided. I t  is unfortunately but too true that where there can* be two 
opinions about any subject, two opinions will be found to exist, and 
Natural History certainly by no means forms an exception to this genera^ 
or rather, universal rule. Every branch of the subject gives rise to 
diversity of opinion, and alas! but too often to personal feeling and 
party spirit. To admit the theory of one writer exposes you to the 
attacks of another; you cannot adopt one system without running the 
risk of being considered the enemy of all who hold the opposite.
* Love me, love my dogma* is undoubtedly the too prevailing sentiment.
I  have been led to make these remarks, by having in the very outset 
of the present work, to consider the question which species are, and 
which are not to be considered as entitled to have a place in any 
descriptive account of British Birds. Some at once admit, others 
peremptorily reject, those species which have only been known to have 
occurred once, or very rarely. There is certainly room here for difference 
of opinion, but for several reasons it seems to me the proper course, 
to admit as a British Bird, every species which may have been cfis- 
covered, if even but once, in this country in a wild state. Who knows 
how often it may have occurred before, € unnoticed and unknown/ or 
at all events unrecorded; who can tell how often it may be met with 
again, apd have the fortune to be recognized and duly chronicled? 
who can say whether some species now universally acknowledged as 
indigenous may not have become naturalized from only a single pair * 
at first? whether the presence o f'th is  or that now common species 
has not owned its location in this country to some chance storm, or 
the casual escape from captivity of the founders of this branch of its 
family? who is to draw the line of demarcation, and where is it to be 
drawn? The *several species of birds occur in every possible variety  
of number. When you cqmeJ;o the more unfrequent ones, who is to 
decide, and by what numerical rule, which are to be retained as British, • 
and which are not ? W hat number of specimens is to constitute a 
British species ? Some birds leave us, and. some arrive in the summer, 
others in the winter, some in the spring, others in the autumn. *Are 
we to include only those which remain with us all the year round* 
or going still further on the exclusive system, must' we confine the 
whole of our native ornithology to that single species [Petrao Britan-

xviii INTRODUCTION.
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• INTRODUCTION.•  xix

mcua), -Which aldne is peculiar to the British Islands? For thes* 
reasons I  think it better to admit as a nominal British bird every 
species, of which even a single example may have occurred in the 
country in a wild state. I  have omitted the generic characters of the 
several species, as also the titles of the Orders and Families the 
utter disagreement of authors as to the former, as well as the evident 
erroneousness of so many of them, and the paucity of the numbers 
of our British species, which prevents anything like continuity in the 
insertion of the latter, rendering it, I  think, much better to do so 
I  must here express my opinion that far too great a number of new 
genera have been introduced by modem naturalists; take, for example 
Mr. Doubleday's otherwise excellent catalogue of British Birds. In 
this we find eleven species of Owl, given every one of them with a 
different generic name. Two pairs, moreover, of the names, Sumia  
and Sym ium , Nyctale and Nyctea, have respectively so great a similarity ' 
as to be objectionable also on this account. So, again, in the case 
of the Swallows and Martins, we have four species with four several 
distinct generic names. The same objection lies also in greater or 
less degree against the entire catalogue in question, a fault indeed 
not of the individual author of it, but of the whole modern system,-  
his only, so far as he has fallen in and coincided with it. I t  is true 
that earlier works are open to a charge of equal weight in the other

* direction, from their including under one wide class-name, many specieB 
which have easily assignable generic differences; but the existence of 
one extreme is no excuse for the adoption of its opposite, and it is 
much to be desired that reaction to a sufficient extent may take 
place. I  have already at the meeting of the British Association at 
•York in 1844, promulged my views on the subject of scientific nomen­
clature, and I  could have wished to lyy^a exemplified them in the

•  present work, but I  am unwilling to increase the number of existing 
names, of the evil of the too great number of which I  have already 

,, expressed my opinion. I  must content myself by setting them forth 
separately in a tabular form at the end of the last volume, with the 

• hope that an amendment, in some such way, of the present system, may 
yet, by a competent and properly-constituted authority be accomplished.
I  have only to add the expression of my sincere acknowledgments to

• ¥
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Mr. Gonld fpr his very obliging permission to copy the figures of the 
rarer birds from his magnificent €Birds of Europe*'*

F. O. kO R R IS* f *

Nunbumholme Rectory, September x^th., 1857.
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B R I T I S H  B I R D S .

/  GRIFFON VULTURE.

^Gyps fu ivu s, Gray. Gyps vulgaris, Savigny. Vullur fu ivu s, Gould. 

Gyps—A  Vulture. Fuivus—Yellow—tawny.

r  j  iH E  Griffon Vulture is an inhabitant of various parts of Europe 
J -  Asia, and Africa, regardless alike seemingly of cold and heat. I t  is 

met with in Turkey, Greece, the Tyrol, and Silesia, on the %Jps, and 
,  t t e  PJ™11668, in Prance, Germany, Dalmatia, and Albania, the Grecian 

Archipelago, Candia, Sardinia, Spain, and Algeria; Egypt, Tangiers, 
Turns, and other parts of the African continent, and is particularly 
abundant /on both sides of the Straits of Gibraltar, and as it has once 
been known, as presently mentioned, to visit this country, it may be 
hoped that it may again be met with here.

Like the rest of its congeners, this bird feeds on carrion, and thus 
performs a useful part in the economy of nature. # Occasionally it 
will attack weak or sickly animals b^i^fchis is only as a ‘dernier. 

• resort, and when it cannot supply its appetite by the resources 
which are more natural to it. Thus, ‘vice versft/ the Eagle, whose 

e congenial prey is the living animal, will, when forced by the extremity 
of hunger, put up with that food which under other circumstances 

j ^  rejects and leaves for^the less dainty Vulture.
W hen the Griffon meets with a plentiful supply of carrion, it 

continues feeding on it, if not disturbed, which it easily is by even 
the minor animals, until quite gorged, and then remains quiescent
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until digestion has taken place: if surprised in .this condition, i.t 
is unable to escape by flight, and becomes an easy capture. I t  feeds 
its young, not by carrying food to them in its talons, as is the habit 
of the Eagles, Falcons, Hawks, and Owls, but by disgorging from it*
maw part of what it had swallowed. ^

Only one example of this grand addition to British ornithology
has as yet occurred. A single specimen*-an adult bird, in a per­
fectly wild state, was captured by a youth, the latter end of the year 
1843, on the rocks near Cork harbour, and was purchased for half- 
a-crown for Lord Shannon, by whom, when it died, it was presented to
the collection of the Dublin Zoological Society.

This species, like the rest of its kindred, possesses great powers of 
flight, though it is not rapid on the wing, and often soars upwards,. 
almost always spirally, until it has become invisible to the human eye; 
it descends in the same manner in circles.

I t  builds its nest, as might be expected, on the highest and most 
inaccessible rocks, or sometimes on lofty trees, but in the winter it 
frequents more the lower and open grounds. # The structure is three 
or four feet in diameter.

The eggs, laid early in March, commonly one, but occasionly two 
or three in number, are of a dingy white colour, sometimes marked 
with a few pale red streaks and blots.

The young are hatched the beginning of April.
The male and female are scarcely distinguishable, except in size—the 

former bSing smaller than the latter, as is the case generally with 
birds of prey; why, it is extremely difficult to say. Some reasons 
which have been advanced must at once be pronounced unsatisfactory.

The length of this bird is about three feet eight inches. The bill 
is by some described as bluish lead-colour; by others as yellowish 
white or horn-colour; the cere, bluish black; iris, reddish orange. The 
head and neck are covered with down, which, as well as the ruff round 
the neck, and 'yhich is of the same material, is dull white; the eyes 
are margined with black. The upper and middle part of the breast 
also dull white, mixed with<Ight brown, the lower part reddish yellow 
brown. The expansion of the wings eight feet. The back, and the •
greater wing coverts, light yellowish brown, the shafts lighter brown; 
the larger under wing coverts, dull white; lesser under wing coverts 
light brown; primaries, dark brown; the tail the same colour. *The 
legs and toes lead-colour, the former reticulated, the latter each with 
six large scales in front; the claws black.

Immature birds differ very considerably in plumage? from those 
which have attained to the adult state; the former are much spotted

° o
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all ov<?r, and the down on the head and neck is conspicuously 
marked with brown. • . •

i
•  .$ “ And griping vultures shall appear with state.”

Desham

EGYPTIAN* VULTURE.

ALPINE VtJLTUEE.

Neophron percnopterus, S a v i g n y . Vultur percnopterus, B e w i c k .

Cathartes percnopterus, T e m m i n c k -

Neophron— Quaere, ne— Intensitive, and Osphraino—To smell. Percnopterus, 
percosy or percnos—Black, or spotted with black. Pteron—A  wing.

r p H I S  species is, as might be gathered from its name, most 
-L  numerous in Africa, being met with from the Isthmus of Suez,, 

Egjj&i and Barbary, to the Cape of Good Hope. I t  is also widely 
spread throughout Europe, being found in Spain, Portugal. France, 
Italy, and Malta, and the other islands of the Mediterranean, Russia, 
in Turkey, very abundantly, though it has not thence acquired the 
name of its ally the Buzzard of that ilk, in Switzerland, Norway once, 

3 and other parts of this continent, and has occurred, but only on 
three occasions, as mentioned below, in England. I t  belongs also to 
Arabia, Turkestan, and Persia. Perhaps the more cleanly state of our 
towns, compared with those on the continent, may in some degree 
account for this infrequency, as making its presence as unnecessary to 
us as uncongenial to itself.

. Two" specimens of this bird, supposed to be a pairj were observed 
in Somersetshire, near the shore of the Bristol Channel, in the month 
of October, in the year 1826—one of th#ln was on the wing at the 
time, and was seen in the neighbourhood for a few days afterwards; 
the other was feeding on a dead sheep, and being either too hungry, 

# or too sated to be disposed to leave it, was easily approached 
sufficiently near to be shot. I t  was preserved, and came into the 
possession of the Rev. fy.. Matthew, of Kilve, in the before-named 
county. A third occurred at Peldon, near Colchester, on September 
the 28th., 1868.

The Egyptian Vulture, like others of its tribe, delights and revels
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in the most decomposed carcases, the natural consequence of which is, 
as he who touches pitch will be defiled, a most disgusting odour from 
itself, and when dead it quickly putrefies. Occasionally it will feed on 
reptiles, frogs, lizards, and snakes, by way perhaps of a more delicate*: 
meal; and on small animals, as well as, it is said, birds, though quite 
exceptionally; sometimes, through lack of other food, it will follow 
the plough/ for the sake of the worms and insects turned up by it, 
but its favourite haunt seems to be the sea-shore, where for the most 
part it finds its proper and legitimate sustenance in sufficient abundance.
I t  also hangs about cantonments and camps.

'In  the districts which this species inhabits, every group of the natives 
has a pair of these Vultures attached to it. The birds roost on the 
trees in the vicinity, or on the fences which bound the enclosure 
formed for their cattle. They are to a certain extent domiciled and 
harmless, The people do them no injury: on the contrary, they are 
rather glad to see and encourage them / The male and female 'seldom 
separate.

As before observed, it is extremely abundant on the northern shores 
of Africa, but becomes gradually less frequent as the latitude becomes 
higher. I t  is held in much and deserved respect in those countries 
of which it is a denizen, as acting gratuitously, through a benevolent 
arrangement of Providence, the part of a scavenger, by devouring all 
decaying animal substances which would otherwise still further putrefy, 
and rapidly become fruitful sources in those hot climates of pestilence, 
disease, a id  death. Its habits in fact are those of the other Vultures, 
except that it is of a more timid character. I t  is occasionally seen in 
small flocks; jyid is sometimes tamed.

I t  possesses great powers of flight, and often soars in airy circles to a 
great altitude, from whence with unerring precision it detects its food 
by sight, or scent, or some other sense. They walk with a peculiar 
gait, lifting their legs very high from the ground. A t rest, which is 
often ,for a long time, they sit with the wings drooped.

I t  rarely utters its cry;
The Egyptian Vulture bSilds on high and inaccessible precipices, in 

crevices and clefts of mountains, and lays from two to four eggs, which 
are generally white, or bluish white, but sometimes mottled a little with 
brown, and occasionally as much so as those of the Kestrel; they are 
widest in the middle, and taper towards each end. I t  makes its nest 
about the end of March, and the young are patched late in May, but 
are said to remain in the nest until July, as they are not ready sooner 
to take flight. The parent birds attend them with great care, and feed 
them for the first four months.

I
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• EGYPTIAN VULTURE. K•  &
The •adult binl is about two feet seven inches in length. The bill 

which is long and compressed, is brownish black or horn-coloured its 
base bare of feathers, and reddish yellow, the tip bluish brown ’the 

#space between the bill and the eyes is covered with a white down- 
ins, red; front of the crown and cheeks also bare of feathers, and 
deep reddish; back of the crown, feathered with a sort of crest, which 
the bird has the power of raising when in any way excited- throat 
bare of feathers, and dull yellowish red, the feathers on the lower part 
of the neck, long and pointed. The whole of the rest of the plumage, 
white or yellowish white, with the exception of the greater quill feathers’ 
which are black, and the bases of the secondaries, which are blackish 
brown, forming a dark bar across the wing. The wings expand to 
the width of five feet two inches. The tail is graduated, the middle 
feathers being, three inches longer than the others. The legs are pale 
yellowish, and reticulated; the toes also partially scutellated, the middle 
one having five scales, and the outer and hinder ones, three each; 
the outer and middle ones are united at the base; the claws black’ 
and not strongly hooked as in the Eagles, owing to the different use
tlmy are required for, as not being intended for the seizing or carrvina- 
on of prey. °

The female resembles the male, but is larger.
In  the young bird the whole plumage is of a dull greyish brown, 

with yellowish spots on the tips of the feathers; the quills black, as 
in the adult. As it advances in age, the dark parts of the plumage 
become of a rich purple brown, contrasting in a pleasing manner with 

|  j f |j  cream yellow of the otheT parts of the body.
The. following is the description of a yearling bird, the age, as is 

believed, of the specimen before spoken o f B i l l ,  at the tip, of a dark 
horn-colour, the remainder yellowish; cere, which is thickest at the 
base, and reaches over half the length of the bill, greyish yellow; iris, 
red ; (Meyer says that at a year old the iris is brown;) there are a few 

• bristles on the edges of the bill, and between it and *the eyes; crest, 
as in the adult bird. The head is covered with a bare skin of a deep 
reddish colour; the neck clothed with lon^hackle feathers, which form 
a kind of ruff of deep brown, tipped with cream-colour; and the nape 
with thick white down, interspersed with small black feathers. The 
chin has some tufts of hair .beneath it. The back is cream white; the 
wings, five feet six to five feet nine inches in expanse; secondaries, 
pal# brown, tipped and e^ged with yellowish white; larger wing coverts, 
deep brown, varied with cream white; lesser wing coverts, deep brown 
near the body, succeeded by lighter feathers, and these again by cream- 
coloured ones; tail, long and wedge-shaped; legs, yellowish grey; the
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middle toe has four scales on the last joint, and on d&ch of thG outer 
and inner ones three; the claws are blackish brown, and only slightly 
curved.

I t  has been suggested that the head and neck of Vultures being* 
without feathers, is that the bird may be kept cleaner than, feeding 
on the kind of food it does, it would otherwise be; but I  cannoif at all 
admit the validity of this supposition, for the down would be at least 
as liable to be soiled as the feathers, and these latter are no detriment, 
in this respect to the Eagles,, which, as hereafter to be mentioned, feed- 
on precisely the same kind of food.

a --------- with spreading wings,
From the high-sounding cliff a Vulture springs.”

SAVAGH.

ERNE, V ’

SEA EAGLE. W HITE-TAILED EAGLE. CINEREOUS EAGLE.

E R Y R  TINW YN, ER Y R  CYNFFONWIN, E R Y R  MAWR Y  MOR, AND 

MOR E R Y R , IN  ANCIENT BRITISH .

H aliaetus albicilla, Selby. Falco albicilla, Montagu. Gmelin. Latham. 
T emminck. Aquila albicilla, J enyns. Brisson. F leming.

(H )a ls—The sea. Aielos—An eagle. Alba— White. C ilia— A tail.

IF beyond perhaps a kind of daring" courage, and even this most 
probably th<j mere result of hunger, the 'Golden Eagle cannot be 

shown to have any valid claim to the title usually conferred upon it, 
so neither can t te  present^species, or in fact any other of the tribe 
to which it belongs, assert any nobility beyond that of appearance and ‘ 
personal strength.

The Erne, or Sea Eagle, seems to be a compound of the characteristics 
of the Vultures, the Eagles, the Hawks, the predatory Gulls, and.the 
Eaven. I t  is a bird of imposing aspect, though less striking i,nd 
handsome than the Golden Eagle, and not so compact: when excited, 
it throws its head backwards, sets up the pointed feathens of its head 
and neck, and assumes many elegant and graceful attitudes. Its proper
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habitat* is n ea r’•the sea shore, or fresh-water lakes surrounded by 
precipitous mountains: it is not however confined exclusively to coast 
localities, for it sometimes has been met with inland—in one instance 
as much as forty miles from the sea, and it occasionally also resorts 
to the.sides of streams, in quest of salmon, trout, and other fish.

The present species is of very frequent occurrence in many parts of 
the old world, and is in this country far more numerous than‘the 
Golden Eagle. I t  is the most abundant in the northern parts of 
Ireland and Scotland, and in the Orkney and Shetland Islands, but has 
also been repeatedly met with in England. In  Scotland, chiefly north 
of Aberdeen and the Ord of Caithness, and but rarely south of St. 
Abb's Head. I t  occurs in the Braemar district in Aberdeenshire, and 
has also been noticed on an island in Loch Skene, among the high 
hills on the confines of the counties of Dumfries, Peebles, and Selkirk, 
and in a few places in Galloway; likewise at Loch Awe, near 
Edinburgh, and the Grampian range.

In  Yorkshire one was obtained at Heywra Park; another in the 
W est Riding, shot at Okely, came into the possession of John 
W^lbanke Childers, Esq., M.P., of Cantley; also several in the North 
and East Ridings,—one near Stockton-on-Tees, on the 5th. of November, 
1833, by L. Rudd, Esq., of Marston in Cleveland; one at Speeton Cliff; 
in October, 1863, where another had been killed two years before; one 
also in Bedale Wood near Scarborough, in 1868. In  Dorsetshire one 
was taken at Longbredy, between Dorchester and Bridport, and another 
a t Morden Decoy. In  Somersetshire one near H igh Ham, in 1849;

0 one was killed on the Mendip Hills in 1802; others also. In  Kent one 
near Deal and one near Peversham about the year 1837, as I  am in­
formed by Mr. Chaffey, of Dodington, near Sittmgbourne, to whom I  
am indebted for various other records of rare birds in Kent; another 
near Chilham, January 11th., 1869. I t  has been occasionally seen on 
Romney Marsh. ,In Berkshire one near Shottesbrook in 1794, and one 
at W antage Downs in January, 1793. In  Oxfordshire trne at Henley- 
on-Thames; and in Buckinghamshire one at Checquerg Court in 1846. 
In  Norfolk one was seen in May, 1848, neSr Yarmouth: another was 

• killed by Sir Robert Lyttleton's gamekeeper in Shropshire, in 1792, 
and another seen near there at the same time. I t  continued longer in 
the neighbourhood, and used to roost on the highest trees of a wood# 
One 4iad been seen in Epping Forest, Essex, a few weeks before; one 
a t Russell Farm,-W atfordain 1862. In  the New Forest, in Hampshire, 
it  has been very often noticed. In  Northumberland three specimens 
were procured* at Chillingham Park, Lord Tankerville's seat, in two 
successive years, two in the former, and one in the following. An

*
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Eagle, doubtless of this species, was shot in 1795 ifc Sussex/ as re­
corded by Markwick in his catalogue, says Mr. Knox; one also in 
Compton Wood, Firle Place near Lewes the seat of Lord Gage, the 
beginning of November, 1868. One was taken alive in a trap iij 
Suffolk, also another pair, and another shot in that county in the winter 

' of 1831; on& at Lord Portman's seat at Weybridge on the Thames.
One was shot in 1843 at Elveden, near Thetford, in the act of preying 
on a rabbit which it had killed in a warren; one was taken near the 
Eddystone Lighthouse, and Was kept alive for some time; another was 
shot in 1834 at Bridestowe, in Devonshire, and another on Dartmoor 
in the same county in 1832; also in 1834. One about the year 1862 at 
Skewjack in the parish of Seunen, and another, at Carnekey on the 
9th. of November, 1844. Two occurred on the Northumbrian coast in 
1828; one near Scremmerstone, and the other at Holy Island, both 
immature birds^ supposed to be in their second or third year, one of 
them a female. A pair are recorded to have bred near Keswick, in 
Cumberland, one shot near there had a trout of twelve pounds in the 
nest. They have bred occasionally near there and IJlswater.

One hundred and seventy-one full-grown Eagles were killedf in 
Sutherlandshire in three years.

In  the Orkney Islands they have several breeding-places, namely, 
Whitebreast, Dwarfie-hammer, and Old Man, in Hoy, and South 
Ronaldshay, and Costa Head, in Mainland. In  Shetland also in a few 
of the most inaccessible places, such as Unst, Kona's Hill, Poula, etc.; 
also in the outer Hebrides, Skye, Mull, Rum, and Harris.

In  Ireland, the c Eagle's Crag' near the lakes, and * Eagle's Nest' near % 
Killarney, have derived their names from the eyries of either this 
species or the Golden Eagle. I t  also breeds at Fair Head, Horn 
Head, and Malin, Slieve Donald, in the county of Down, in Mayo, 
and among the Mourne Mountains.

In  flight the feet are drawn close up, and the neck doubled back, 
so that the head appears as it were to grow from the shoulders. Ii* 
this attitude it# beats its hunting-grounds, the cliffs, or mountain sides, 
the open moors, or the Shores of the ocean or lake, sailing with, a 
gentle and hardly perceptible motion of its wings like the Buzzard, * 
or, if flying off in a straight line to a distance, with regular flappings 
like the Raven. When at rest, in its ordinary position, it sits with its 
wings drooped in a slouching manner, as if to dry or air them* like 
the Cormorants and Vultures, with the latjjpr of which it was iffdeed 
classed by Linn^us, and it will be perceived that I  have placed it 
next to those birds for the like and other reasons. I t  is not so easy 
on the wing as the Golden Eagle, though swift and strong in flight J

•
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on occasion, and often extremely graceful. I t  rises with difficult 
from a level surface, along which it flaps for some distance before 
it can do so, and may thus sometimes be brought within gun-shot 

• by running or riding down quickly upon it. It. is described as beine 
therefore for this reason seldom met with in such a situation at rest 
but as then preferring some projection, or pointed surface, from which 
it can the more easily launch into the air: when it has done so and 
has got upon the wing, it wheels away in large circles.

Fish afford its proper and most congenial food, and these it occasionally 
plunges upon, after the m anner.of the Osprey, a little below the 
surface, and sometimes, an humble imitator of the predaceous White- 
headed Eagle, is said to rob the original captor, the Osprey, of its 
prey, by forcing it to drop it in the air, and then seizing it before it 
has time to fall into its native element. Two have been seen to attack 
a doe at once, each pouncing on it and striking at its head with their 
wings in turn. One Sea Eagle, kept in confinement, is recorded by 
Montagu to have devoured its fellow captive. Two taken from the 
nest lived in harmony for three years, when, perhaps from some 
neglect in feeding them, one killed and ate the other.

I t  also preys on various aquatic birds, such as gulls, puffins, and 
guillemots; occasionally on fawns, young roebucks, and even, though 
very rarely, on weakly full-grown deer, as well as on sheep and other 
smaller animals, lambs, dogs and cats, as also on straggling domestic 
poultry, and in default of these, will readily feed on carrion of any 
kind. Herein also, it seems to shew a strong affinity to the*Vultures, 

,  for on meeting with such, it remains on the spot for hours and sometimes 
for days together, and quits it only when it no longer affords the means 
of satisfying the cravings of its appetite. A whole puffin was once 
found in the stomach of one of these birds. They have also been 
seen to attack and feed on seals. This species has the power of 
abstaining for a very long time from food. One has been known to 
have lived for four or five weeks in ftotal abstinence. 1

Its  note, which is a double one—a harsh and loud scream, uttered 
many times in succession—and which may t»  heard at*the distance of 

• a mile or more, is shriller and sharper than that of the Golden Eagle, 
and is rendered by the words—kooluk, klook, or klick, queek.

The following curious exploit of one of these birds is related by 
Mr. JHeyer:—f A circumstance illustrative of the great muscular strength 
whi§h these birds possess, I  had the pleasure of witnessing in one 
confined in the Zoological 'Gardens in the R egents Park, in the severe 
winter of 183£. I  was employed in completing a sketch of the bird 
m question, when I  observed him make many endeavours with his 
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beak to break tlio ice that had frozen upon the tub of water placed in 
his cage. Finding all his efforts to get at the water in this manner 
were ineffectual, he deliberately mounted the uppermost perch in his 
cage, then suddenly collecting his strength he rushed down with e 
irresistible force, and striking the ice with his powerful claws dashed 
it to atoms, throwing the water around him in all directions. After 
performing this feat of strength and sagacity, he quietly allayed his 
thirst and returned to his perch. This is no doubt the mode employed 
by this species in a wild state, to obtain its aquatic food, from the 
frozen rivers and inland seas it frequents in various parts of the 
Continent/

From the vast altitude at which the Erne often flies, it would seem, 
in common with those of its class, to be able to live in a much more 
rarefied atmosphere than many other birds. Occasionally a pair of 
these Eagles are seen fighting in the air, and their evolutions are 
described as being then most beautiful, as indeed they may easily be 
imagined to be. The 'point d'appuP is, in common parlance, to get 
the upper hand, so as, secure from assault, to be able to attack from 
a vantage ground, thus to call it though in the air, and when one of 
the two has succeeded in this endeavour, and is launching itself at 
its adversary, the latter suddenly turns on its back, and is in a moment 
prepared, with upraised feet and outspread talons to receive its foe; 
a 'cheval de frise* not the most desirable to impinge upon. Two were 
observed thus fighting in the air over Loch Lomond; both fell together 
into the Rke. The uppermost one managed to escape, but the other 
was captured by a Highlander who witnessed the contest, and waited % 

m till the wind wafted it to the shore.
In the Hebrides, the great damage done by, and therefore feared 

from Eagles of this species, makes the people interested in their 
destruction. Yarious ingenious and yet simple modes of trapping and 
destroying them have been devised, some requiring great perseverance 
but all at times successful in the end. Sometimes the farmer builds 
a temporary huf^ in which he lies hid within sight of the carcase of 
some animal, which he has^placed at once both within shot and within 
view, and after a greater or less exercise of patience, is rewarded • 
by the approach of the Eagle, attracted to its quarry, either by its 
own immediate perceptions, or from its foljowing other birds drawn 
to it by the exercise of theirs. The ravens, crows, and sea-gulls have 
preceded him to the repast, but his arrival, Harpy like, at <9nce 
disperses them; the tables are turned, and they are compelled a t first 
to withdraw to a respectful distance while he regales .himself. But 
when he himself has become a carrion, laid low by the deadly aim
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of the ‘ambuscade, it falls again to their lot to finish at leisure the 
feast which so lately he had disturbed; perhaps even to make a second 
course of his own defunct body. Mr. Macgillivray says that he has 

•known no fewer than five of these birds destroyed in this manner by 
a single shepherd in the course of one winter, and he also says thal 
in the Hebrides, where a small premium, a hen, I  believe, from each 
house, or each farmhouse in the parish, is given for every Eagle killed 
as many as twenty fall victims every year. Sir Robert Sibbald has 
recorded that in Orkney a child of a year old was carried off by one 
of these Eagles to its eyrie four miles distant, but it was providentially 
rescued from the very jaws of death.

The same motive which prompts to the destruction of the parent 
birds, leads also to various ‘hair-breadth 'scapes’ in attempts to destroy 
their young. By means of ropes, the attacking party is lowered over 
the edge of some awful-looking precipice, some ‘imminent deadly1 
crag—for it is only in the most secure retreats that the Erne builds, 
conscious as it would seem, of the odium under which he lives, and 
the proclamation of outlawry which had been made against him in 
consequence and having taken dry heather and a match with him, 
sets fire to the nest, and both it and its tenants are consumed before 
the gaze of this bereaved parents. Sometimes the eyrie can be approached 
and destroyed without the aid of ropes by the experienced and 
adventurous climbers, who, habituated to the perils of those stupendous 
cliffs, make little of descents and ascents which would infallibly turn 
4izzy the heads of those who have only been accustomed to ‘terra 

* ^rma' Macgillivray writes, ‘ On observing a person walking near their 
nest, they fly round him at a respectful distance, sailing with out­
stretched wings, occasionally uttering a savage scream of anger, and
allowing their legs to dangle, with outspread talons, as if to intimidate 
him /

This bird is the perpetual object of the buffets of the raven and the 
.skua-gull, of whom he seems to be in the greatest dread. I t  is indeed 
related that the latter does not exercise this hostility in the Hebrides, 
but that it does in the Shetland Islands; but I  cannot understand how 
one individual bird, and still less how a colony of birds can bo gifted 
with an instinct not possessed by another colony of its own species 
in the same region. •

In  prowling for food near the ocean, the Erne generally flies along 
the *side of the cliff, at an elevation of a few hundred feet, but its 
powers of sight> or of smell, enable it to discover a dead quarry from 
a vastly greater height, and from thence it will stoop like a thunder­
bolt upon it. True it is. that its sense of smell does not enable it
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to detect the presence of a man concealed from its sight at the distance 
of only a few yards, bnt this can be no argument whatever against its 
having a keen perception of that which forms naturally a large proportion 
of its food, and especially when it is so strongly calculated to acf 
powerfully on the organs of scent.

The Erne is never a gregarious bird; its habits perhaps forbid the 
exercise of the sociable qualities. Five is the largest number that has 
been seen in company, even when assembled to prey on a common 
carrion, and at other times, if as many as three are observed together 
it is probably just before the breeding season, or at, and subsequent 
to that time; it is not until some weeks after the young birds have 
forsaken the nest, that both the parents leave it altogether.

An Erne has been known to be attacked by a hawk, supposed to 
be, probably, a Goshawk, and struck down into the sea, both birds 
falling together. One has been seen in the Island of Hoy, sailing off 
with a pig in its talons, which on enquiry at the farm from whence 
it had been stolen, was found by the Clergyman of the place, who 
witnessed the fact, to have been four weeks old. Another, which had 
a hen in its talons, forgetting the proverb that 'a bird in the hand is 
worth two in the bush/ dropped it, to make a swoop at a litter of 
pigs, but the sow with maternal courage, repelled the aggressor, who 
consequently lost his previous prey, which escaped safely, decidedly a 
narrow escape, into the farmhouse. Another is recorded to have 
entered a turf pig-stye, in which a pig had died, and being unable 
to escape through the hole at the top, by which it had descended, in 
the way of the hungry mouse in the fable, was caught in this novel * 
and unintentional kind of trap; and slain in due course. Others are 
decoyed in Sutherlandshire, and doubtless in the same manner elsewhere, 
into a square kind of stone box with an opening at one end, in which 
has been fixed a noose: the Eagle, after flying in and eating of the 
bait placed within it, walks lazily out of the opening, and is caught 
by the loop.

On one occasion, a large salmon was found dead on the shore of 
Moffat water, and an immense Erne lifeless also beside it, having met 
its fate by being hooked by its own claws to a fish too large and 
powerful for it to carry off—an unwilling example of 'th e  ruling 
passion strong in dea th / and an unwonted passage in the life and 
death of a fish, in whose case the usual order of things in the matter 
of hooking was reversed. t h

The following somewhat similar story is related by .Bishop Stanley,
A halibut, a large flat-fish, resembling a turbot, reposing on or near 

the surface of the water, was perceived by an Erne, which imme-
(
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diately jounced down and struck his talons into the fish with all his 
force.  ̂ Should the halibut be too strong, the Eagle it is said is 
sometimes, but rarely, drowned in the'struggle. In  this case, however 
«ts more frequently happens, he overcame the fish, on which he remained 
as if floating on a raft, and then spreading out his wide wings, he 
made use of them as sails, and was driven by the wind towards'the 
shore.' In Nottinghamshire, 'as a gentleman's groom was early one 
morning exercising his master's horses, a terrier dog which accompanied 
him put up from a bush a fine Eagle, measuring from tip to tip of 
his wings nearly eight feet. I t  flew slowly over the hedge into a 
neighbouring field, pursued by the dog, who came up with and attacked 
it before it could fairly rise; a sharp contest took place, during which 
the dog was severely bitten, but gallantly persevered in maintaining his 
hold; when at length, with the assistance of the groom, and a person 
accidentally passing by, the bird was finally secured.

The Erne, like the Golden Eagle, is said to have not unfrequently 
supplied the wants of different families in the Hebrides, by the food 
it had brought to its nest in abundance, for its young. I t  does not, 
as |h a t  bird, attack those who molest its nestlings, but there are two 
curious accounts on record of its assailing, in an unprovoked manner, 
persons whom it had surprised in hazardous situations on the edges of 
some dangerous cliffs. Mr. Leadbeater had one of these birds which 
became quite tame, and even affectionate to those about it. One ke^t 
by Mr. Selby laid an egg after having been in confinement twenty 
years. Another, which Mr. Hoy had, laid three eggs in one y£ar: and 

* Mr. Yarrell mentions one which seemed to be pleased with those who 
attended to it.

I t  is said that the Erne is more plentiful in Britain in the winter 
than at any other season, which, if so, would make it appear that it 
partially migrated. I t  builds in March, and sits very close, but is by 
no means so courageous as the Golden Eagle in defending its brood; 
one instance to the contrary is indeed on record, but the 'exception 
proves tae rule.' Montagu relates of one pair that # they violently 
attacked a man who was robbing their nesfl? They will not in their 
wild state attempt to cope with a fox or a dog that shows resistance. 
An Erne and a fox have been seen banquetting together on a dead 
goat, but the latter repelled the former from its portion.

The nest, which is about five feet wide, and very flat, having only 
a slight hollow in the middle, is a mass of sticks, heather, or sea­
weed, as the case may be, arranged in a slovenly manner, and lined 
with any soft material, such as grass, wool, or feathers. It is placed 
on some precipice, or in the hollow of a crag, or rock, overhanging
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the sea, or else on some inland fastness, perhaps an island in a lake, 
or sometimes on a rock at the thunder.riven edge of one, and has been 
known in one instance placed on the flat ground. The male bird is 
said to take his turn at incubation with the female. The Erne is lew 
strongly attached to its hannts than the Golden Eagle, but it seems 
in some degree fond of them, and not unfreqnently returns to the same
breeding-place for several years in succession.

The eggs, which, by a merciful provision, are few in number, as 
are those of the other Eagles, one, or at the most, two, though some 
say three, and that the third is always an addled one—three are 
stated to have been taken out of a nest of four, found near West 
Nab, but doubtless they must have been laid by two different birds
__are white, yellowish white, or yellowish brown: some^ are wholly
covered with light red spots, while others have only the large end 
dotted over. One variety is dull yellowish white, much dotted and 
blotted over at and about the smaller end with pale ferruginous 
brown, and a few irregular faint spots or specks of the same scattered 
over the remainder. A second is clear bluish white, with a few fine 
large and distinct blots run together at the thickest end, and a^few 
other smaller ones here and there. A third is dull pale yellowish, 
with several blots of a slightly darker shade. A fourth is dull white, 
faintly tinged and slightly blotted with shades of pale yellowish.

The young are hatched about the beginning of June, and fully 
fledged about the middle of August.

I t  is also to be remarked that the difference in size between the 
male and the female, is not nearly so great as is usual in the case of % 
the other Eagles, and so conspicuously so in the species next described, 
and that they are also very similar in general appearance. The 
following is the description of the adult male bird:—Weight, about eight 
or nine pounds; length, about three feet; bill, dark straw-colour (at 
two years old, increasing in intensity of colour, as the bird grows 
older,) and with a bluish skin, slightly bristled over, extending from 
its base to the, eyes; cere, yellow; iris, bright yellow, and remarkably 
beautiful and expressive.® The feathers underneath the lower bill are 
bristly; crown of the head and neck, pale greyish or reddish brown, • 
made up of a mixture of yellowish white and brown, the shaft of each 
feather darker than the rest, the feathers being hackles; breast 
and back, dark brown, with a few lighter coloured feathers intermixed, 
the former the darkest. The wings, when closed, reach to the Aid of 
the tail, the fourth and fifth quill feathers being the longest, the second 
and third equal, and nearly as long: their expanse isi about six feet 
and a half. Primaries, blackish brown, nearly black, the bases of the
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feathers* and the-greater part of the secondaries brown, partly tinged 
with ash grey. The tail, which is rather short and slightly rounded 
and consists of twelve broad feathers, has a small portion of its base 
< êep brown, and the rest white, that is, when fully adult, which some 
say is after the third moult, and others not until the bird is five years 
old; upper tail coverts, white; the last part of the plumage, apparently, 
that attains the mature colour. The legs, which are feathered a little 
below the kn#e, are yellow straw-coloured, reticulated behind, and have a 
series of scales in front. The middle toe has eight large scales, the outer 
one five, and the inner and hinder ones four each. Another description 
assigns to the first and second toes three; to the third twelve; and to 
the fourth six. Another describes the middle toe as having sixteen 
and the side and hind toes six each; and, again, another gives thirteen 
to the middle one; so that it seems to me pretty certain, that no dis­
tinctive character is to be derived from their number: age may very 
possibly have something to do with it. The claws are black, strong 
and much hooked, the middle one being grooved on the under side.

The female is nearly three feet and a quarter in length, but some 
var^  very greatly in size. Her wings extend from seven feet to seven 
and a quarter or over. Macgillivray mentions one belonging to a Mr. 
Monroe, which he stated to measure nine feet from tip to tip.

The young birds, when first hatched, are covered with down of a 
whitish appearance: Montagu describes some he had as dark brown. 
W hen fully fledged the bill is deep brown tinged with blue, paler 
towards the base; the cere, greenish yellow; iris, dark bro'vfln; head, 

#deep brown; chin, dingy white, nape, white, the feathers tipped with 
brown, giving these parts a spotted appearance, the extreme tips being 
paler than the rest; breast, dull white spotted with brown; back, light 
brown; primaries, blackish brown; lower tail coverts, dull white, tipped 
with deep brown; tail, greyish at the upper end, and the rest deep 
brown, with an irregular brownish white patch along the inner webs; 
legs and toes, yellow; claws, blackish brown.

When further advanced in plumage, the bill is bluish black, the tip 
of the upper mandible brownish and the g ra te r  part of the lower 

* paler, and the sides yellowish towards the base; cere, greenish yellow; 
iris, chesnut brown; head, crown, and neck, still darker brown, the 
roots of the feathers white, and the tips paler than the rest. The 
breast is variegated with different shades of reddish brown, a few 
white* feathers being interspersed; on the lower part pale brown, spotted 
with darker brown; the back on the upper part patched with brown 
of a darker and lighter shade, and some of the feathers on the 
shoulders glossed with purple, the feathers paler toward the base, and
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having the whole of their shafts dark; on the lower-part white, the 
feathers tipped with brown. The tail is brown of different shades, 
darkest towards the end, and the base, and on the outer webs, except 
near the tips, which are white, as also the inner webs; under taxi 
coverts, white tipped with deep brown; the legs and toes, yellow; and 
the claws, bluish black tinged with brown. Yarrell mentions a variety 
kept in the Garden of the Eoyal Zoological Society, which had the 
whole plumage of a uniform pale bluish grey colour. *

The Erne varies much both in size and in colour, which latter 
becomes more "cinereous as the bird advances in age, and this was the 
cause of the one species in the different stages of its plumage having 
been imagined to be two distinct ones. One has been killed in 
Sutherlandshire entirely of a silvery white hue, without any admixture j 
of brown, and another of the like appearance was seen at the same 
time in company with it. A very curious variety in the Zoological 
Society's collection is thus described by Meyer, in his ' Illustrations 
of British Birds,' 'No painting can fitly represent the delicate and 
beautiful colour of this bird. When its feathers are ruffled, as may 
be frequently observed, at the pleasure of the creature, a delicate azure 
blue tint is seen to pervade the basal part of the feathers, which, 
appearing through the whole transparent texture, imparts to its plumage 
the singular tint it displays. I t  -is observable that the beak of this 
individual is rather less in .depth at the base than is usual in this 
species, and the iris yellowish white.'

“ Upon her eyrie nods the Erne."—
The L ady o f the Lake
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GOLDEN EAGLE.
E R Y R  M ELYN , IN  ANCIENT BR ITISH .

RIN G-TAILED  EA G LE. BLACK EAGLE.

A qtiila chrysaela, F leming. Meyer. Falco nigcr, Gmelin.
Falco chrysaetos, Montagu. Linnaeus. Bewick. Falco fu lvu s, Linnaeus. 

A quila chrysaetos > Selby. Shaw. J enyns. Aquila fu lva .

A quila—An Eagle, possibly from Aquilus—Dark—sunburnt. Chrysaetos
Chrusos—Gold. Aictos—An Eagle.

THE Golden Eagle is so called from the golden red feathers on the 
head and nape of the neck. I t  seems to have established a pres­

criptive right, though on what exclusively sufficient grounds it might be 
difficult to say, to the proud appellation of the king of birds, as the Tiger, 
in the corresponding predatory class among quadrupeds, has obtained 
that of ‘Royal/ The epithet would however be more appropriately con­
ferred upon the Lion, ‘huic des nominis hujus honorem/ to whom many 
noble qualities, to be looked for in vain either in the Tiger or the Eagle 
nave m all ages, been attributed, though whether even in his case justly, 

'i s  more than doubtful. The Golden Eagle is rather a Vulture than a 
true Falcon.

The appearance, however, of this bird, is certainly very noble and 
majestic, though not more so, perhaps, than that of many others of its 
family, and if his aspect is fine in the only state in which we can have 
an opportunity of observing him closely, how much more striking would 
it appear, if we could, ourselves unseen, behold him in his state of 
nature, standing on the outermost projection of some overhanging 
precipice of the mountain, and looking out with his large and piercingly 
lustrous eye into the far distance below, for some quarry on which to 
stoop, for his own food, or that of his young ones in the nest.

The Golden Eagle seldom *strays far from its native haunts and dwel- 
f*ng"E^aC0j and is, probably from the nature of its habits, not numerous in 
any particular spot; but those habits make it but too much so where it is 
found, which is, as may at once be imagined, in the most mountainous, 
precipitous, and rocky districts—the natural haunts of those ‘ferae naturae* 
which are its food—or in large forests on the plains. I t  is met with in 
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India, and various portions of Asia, as well as in every part of tlfe conti­
nent of Europe; in Norway it is plentiful, as also, in Sweden, Switzerland, 
m some parts of Prance and Germany; and so in North America, on and 
near the Rocky Mountains, and in various parts of the United States, ii? 
greater or less numbers : Audubon saw one in Labrador.

I t  was formerly far from uncommon in England, and in still more 
ancient times, in all probability, was much more frequent. In  Yorkshire, 
one has been recorded by Arthur Strickland, Esq., as having occurred in 
the East Riding; a second was killed by Admiral Mitford's gamekeeper 
at Hunmanby; and one was caught in a trap in the year 1838, at Bening- 
brough, one of the seats of Lord Downe; also one killed in March, 1864, 
at Thornton Hall, near Pickering, the seat of the Rev. Richard Hill. 
Another was shot in 1847 at Littlecott, the seat of Mr. Popham, near 
Hungerford, in Berkshire: it had glutted itself on a dead deer, and 
was unable to fly away on the approach of the keeper, who fired six times 
before he killed it. Another was captured in Cheshire, in the year 1845, 
at Somerford Park, the seat of Sir Charles Peter Shakerly, Bart., and 
another in the same county a few years previously, near Eaton Hall, the 
seat of the Marquis of Westminster. One, Sir Charles Anderson, I^irt., 
informs me, was shot at Osberton, Nottinghamshire, the seat of George 
Savile Foljambe, Esq., in 1857. *It was first seen sitting on a tree near 
a place where a cow had been buried a few days before, and it continued 
flying about the locality for some days, always returning to the same 
tree, as if attracted towards it. There was partial snow on the ground at 
the time? Another near Lydd Vicarage, Kent, the latter end of Novem­
ber, 1867. One shot at Lanherne Downs, in the parish of Mawgam in<> 
Cornwall, the 20th. of October, 1861; another about the year 1770, was 
shot at Hardwick Park, a seat of His Grace the Duke of Devonshire, one 
of the foundations of the celebrated €Bess of Hardwick*; another about 
the year 1820, near Cromford, and another was seen at Matlock in 1843, 
but though frequently shot at, it was not procured; also in Devonshire, 
on Dartmoor.

Others have also been seen; one at Rye in Sussex, in 1849; two in the 
neighbourhood of the park of Woburn Abbey, Bedfordshire, in the winter 
of 1820, and one of them was shot by Mr. Thomas Judge, the Duke 
of Bedford's gamekeeper; another occurred in the same neighbourhood 
late in the autumn of 1844. Specimens hm e  also been obtained in the 
counties of Northumberland, Norfolk, a dead one picked up on Sfiffkey 
Marsh, in December, 1868, as added by<Mr. Thomas Southwell, to 
his * Birds of Norfolk'; Suffolk, a recent one a t Somerleyton, near 
Lowestoft, December, 1879, and Durham. One was shot in the p'ark of 
Sherborne Castle, Dorsetshire, the seat of Lord Digby; it was by the
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carcass of a dead* deer. Another at Fillgrove in the same county; one 
near Shrewsbury, in Shropshire, in December, 1884.

They are still not very unfrequently to be seen in the highlands of 
Perthshire and Satherlandshire, at Stathspey and Badenoch, in Stather- 
rick, and near Strathglass, chiefly in the north and north-west parts 
where they breed in the rocks of Ben Laighall; also at Wallace’s Crag I 
and Muskeldie by the Grampian range; in Caithness, and on the moun­
tains of other counties in Scotland, such as Ben Lomond and Ben Nevis, 
as well as on the Scottish border, and have been observed in the Braemar 
district in Aberdeenshire; and still more frequently on the mountains of 
Ireland, as in the Crougan Mountain in the Island of A chill, Mayo; also 
in Caithness and East Lothian. Thirteen or fourteen were killed between 
the years 1828 and 1832, in the county of Donegal; others in the county 
of Antrim, and some have been in the habit of breeding in the island of 
Achill, as well as near Killarney, and at Rosheen, near Dunfanaghy, and 
the Horn Head; others have been met with near Belfast, Tralee, Monas- 
terevan, the mountain of Croagh Patrick; also in Connemara, and in 
many other parts of that Island, one at Craigbeg, Newtonmore, November 
18th., 1869; in the highlands of Wales, as well as, though but rarely, in 
Shetland. In  Foula they used to be common; also in Orkney and the 
Hebrides, a t Snook, to the east of Rackwick, and a rock to the west of 
the same place, in Hoy, and the meadow of Kaimes.

I t  has been known to breed regularly, even up to a comparatively 
recent date, in Cumberland and Westmoreland, and also formerly in the 
Peak of Derbyshire, in which county one was captured alive, near Glos- 

'sop, in some severe weather, in the year 1720.
The flight of the Golden Eagle when not pursuing its prey, is at first 

slow and heavy like that of a Heron, and when sailing in the air much 
resembles that of the Common Buzzard. In  beating a small space of 
ground it flies about in circles, alternately sailing and flapping its wings, 
the wings seeming as if rather turned upwards during the former. I t  
prowls generally along the sides of hills, but often ascends to a vast height 
when looking out for food, and on perceiving its quarry, descends upon it 
like a flash of lightning, though sometimes in doing so, it will make several 
spiral turns at intervals, as if to break the extreme violence of the shock 
of its fall. The impetus, aided by the weight of the bird, must be very 
great. If it does not then at once discern its victim, which has, perhaps, 
attempted to hide itself, it peers about with its outstretched neck in 
every direction, when, if it .again catch a glimpse of it, as it is almost 
sure to do, it is down upon it directly with extended legs, and scarce 
seeming to toufth it, bears it off in triumph. I t  usually thus secures 
the animal, seizing it before it can even attempt to escape, or perhaps
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paralyzed through fear, but occasionally, as in the instances hereafter 
stated, follows in pursuit. One is mentioned which was seen hovering 
above a hare, which it frightened from bush to bush, until at last it 
forced it to leave its cover, and attempt escape, when it was almost 
immediately overtaken and pounced^ upon.

Its pounce is not always however unerring. Montagu mentions one 
which was seen to strike several times without success at a Black 
Grouse, and as long as they were kept in sight the latter succeeded 
in baffling it. A wounded Red Grouse was less fortunate. An Eagle 
perceiving that it flew badly, dashed at it, and in defiance of the 
shooters, and before their guns could be reloaded, made off with the 
fruit of its successful raid. Before alighting on a carcass it generally 
sails about in short circles, often very rapidly.

The Bishop of' Norwich gives the following graphic account of the 
flight of these birds :—'In  the midst of the loud roar of waters a short 
shrill cry met our ear, coming as it were from the clouds. |  On looking 
in the direction from whence it came, we soon perceived a. small dark 
speck moving steadily on towards ns. I t  was a Golden Eagle, evidently 
coming from the plain countries below: on drawing nearer we ctuld 
see that his wings scarcely ever moved; he seemed to float or sail in 
mid-air, rather than fly, though now and then, indeed, they slowly 
flapped as if to steady him. As he was approaching in a direct line, 
we hid ourselves behind a rock, and watched his motions. When first 
seen he could not have been at a less distance than a mile, but in 
less than a minute he was within gun-shot, and after looking round 
once or twice, he dropped down his legs, slightly quivered, and alighted % 
on a rock within a few yards. For a moment he gazed about with 
his sharp bright eyes, as if to assure himself that all was safe; he then, 
for a few moments more, nestled his head beneath one of his expanded 
wings, and appeared to plume himself. Having done this, he stretched 
out his neck, and looked keenly and wistfully towards the quarter of 
the heavens from whence he came, and uttered a few rapid screams; 
then stamping ewith his feet, we saw him protrude his long hooked 
talons, at the same time snapping his beak with a sharp jerking noise, 
like the crack of a whip. Then he remained for about ten minutes, 
manifesting great restlessness, not a single instant quiet; when suddenly 
he seemed to hear or see something, and immediately rising from the |  
rock on which he stood, launched himself into the air, and floated*away 
as before, uttering the same shrill cry, an(J looking round we beheld 
the cause of his emotion; he had seen his mate approaching. He rose 
to meet her, and after soaring in a circle a few times, they went away, 
and were soon invisible to the naked eye/

c
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I t  is* a curiouS fact that two Eagles will sometimes coarse a hare 
together—one flying directly over it, and the other following it near 
the ground; and one has been known to stoop at a hare pursued by
4he hounds, and to carry it off, a hundred yards before them_a singular
realization of the fable of Tantalus.

The female is noisy and clamorous at the approach of spring, and 
also before wet or stormy weather.

The food of the Eagle consists principally of the smaller animals such 
as sheep, lambs, dogs, cats, young fawns, hares, mountain hares, rabbits, 
and rats, as also of birds, both old and young, the latter even from the 
nest, such as blackcock, grouse, ptarmigan, among which it makes great 
havoc, sea-gulls, and even gannets. I t  does not hesitate, however, on oc­
casion, to attack larger game, but assails with characteristic resoluteness 
even roebucks and other deer. I t  is said to fix itself on the head of the 
victim it has aimed at, and to flap with its wings in the animal's eyes, 
until in distraction it is driven over some precipice, or into some morass 
where it then becomes a secure and easy prey. In  the case of the smaller 
of such which it seizes, life is believed to be extinguished with the talons 
befgre any attempt is made with the bill. I t  generally bears its quarry 
away, but sometimes, as, for instance, when it is of large size, devours 
it on the spot. I t  is said to hunt the low grounds and the higher 
a t different times of the day; and it is possible that it may be so on 
account of its being able to see better into the distance when such is the 
case.

One was seen flying in ono of the Orkney Islands with a pig in its talons, ‘ 
# which it dropped alive when fired at. Another, in Ireland, alighted and 

carried off a lamb, with which it flew in a straight direction towards its 
haunt in the Mourne Mountains. There arrived it was seen to soar 
upwards, probably towards its nest, but dropped the lamb at the edge of 
a wood, and it was recovered unhurt*—the distance flown was reckoned 
to be more than two miles *with this burden to support, there  are at 
least three authenticated instances of their having carried off children in 
this country—one of these in one of the Orkney Islands, and another 
in the Isle of Skye, but both, providentially,%rere rescued.

A  third instance of the kind is mentioned by Bishop Stanley, but as it 
happened in one of the Ferroe Islands, it is, at the least, possible that 
the bird may have been a *Sea Eagle. I t  is said that the child was 
carried to a precipice so tremendous, that no one, even of the daring 
climbers of those parts, ha£ ever ventured to ascend it, but the unfor­
tunate mother of the unfortunate child attempted and scaled it, alas 1 
alas ! too late. * I t  is melancholy indeed to even think of so sad a chapter 
in human woe. One can easily believe the truth of another record of
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a similar event, said to have occurred in Sweden. A* mother 6aw her 
child, which had been laid down at some distance from her in the fields, 
carried off by an Eagle, and heard its cries for some time in the air, till 
it was taken beyond her hearing and sight. She lost her reason, and 
became an inmate of a lunatic asylum—an asylum truly, for unless the 
mercy of Providence had thus shrouded her with the mantle of forgetful­
ness, had provided this anodyne for such heart-rending grief as hers, 
surely the last cry of her child must for ever have echoed in her ears.

The following legend is given by Bishop Stanley, in his "Familiar 
History of B irds/—"Alfred, king of the West Saxons, went out one day 
a hunting, and passing by a certain wood, heard, as he supposed, the cry 
of an infant from the top of a tree, and forthwith diligently enquiring of 
the huntsmen what the doleful sound could be, commanded one of them 
to climb the tree, when in the top of it was found an Eagle’s nest, and 
lo ! therein a pretty sweet-faced infant, wrapped up in a purple mantle, 
and upon each arm a bracelet of gold, a clear sign that he was born of 
noble parents. Wherefore the king took charge of him, and caused him 
to be baptized, and because he was found in the nest, he gave him the 
name of Nestingum, and in after time, having nobly educated hirr^ he 
advanced him to the dignity of an earl/

"Another case is on record of one of these birds attacking a cat, 
when a battle actually took place in the air, and lasted some minutes. 
The cat, aware, it ipay be* supposed, of her danger, clung with her 
claws to the Eagle, and prevented him from letting her drop. A t 
length tired of struggling, and impeded by the clinging of the cat, 
he descended to the earth, when the fight still continued, and in the* 
end some lookers-on captured both the combatants.

A cafy however, if once within the grasp of an Eagle on firm ground, 
has but a poor chance. One was seen to make its way through the 
lattice-work of a large hut in which a fine Golden Eagle had been 
long kept. In an instant, the bird was observed to pounce from its 
perch, and seize poor puss so rudely and suddenly with its claws, 
that notwithstanding the vivacious nature of the cat kind, she was 
killed in a moment, vftthout an appearance of struggling or even 
quivering of her lim bs/ The "biter was b it/

Doubtless there have often been such cases, some not recorded, having 
occurred in remote districts, and others possibly not even known of.

In  India, and other countries, there are numerous accounts of young 
children having been carried off by Eaglqs, but as it must now be 
impossible to say with any certainty what species thfiy were of, though 
possibly in some, or even in many cases, they may have been of the 
one I  am treating of, yet as in others, beyond all doubt, they have
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been bifds of the Vulture kind, or of other species of Eagles I  omit 
them from this account, recording those instances alone in which the 
bird at present before us has been the robber.
• The number of animals and birds destroyed by Eagles must be very 
great: the remains of three hundred ducks and forty hares were found 
in the eyrie of one in Germany; and it is on record that a peasant in 
the county of Kerry, and another in the county of Antrim, supported 
their families for a considerable time, by means of the animals brought 
by parent Eagles to their nests. In  an eyrie found by Willughby, lay a 
lamb, a hare, and three heath-poults. In  another in Scotland were found 
a number of grouse, partridges, hares, rabbits, ducks, snipes, ptarmigan, 
rats, mice, etc., and sometimes kids, fawns, and lambs. With these the 
house of the owner of the property where the nest was built was fre­
quently supplied. They are very careful in watching, feeding, and 
defending their young.

The Golden Eagle never feeds on carrion, or fish cast up, unless 
forced by hunger, when unable to meet with prey to kill for itself.

The age attained by the Eagle is unquestionably very great: one that 
died* 8/t Vienna, is reported to have lived, even in confinement, one 
hundred and four years. I t  rarely drinks, but is fond of washing itself. 
I t  is said to keep fat to the last, as if the faculties of its natural instinct 
did not deteriorate as its age increased, but were sufficient, with the 
benefit of its experience, to supply the place of its pristine strength. 
One which I  have lately seen the body of, previous to the skin being 
stuffed by Mr. Graham, of York, was remarkable for the quantity of fat 

•upon it. I t  appeared to be a very old bird, and the talons were of an 
extraordinary length. I t  had just been sent from Assynt, in Suther- 
landshire, for W. M. E. Milner, Esq., M.P. These birds have been 
known to live a long time without food. One has been known to have 
abstained from any for twenty-one days.

The Golden Eagle is easily kept in confinement, and in some cases 
becomes to a certain extent tamed, from being constantly familiarized 
with the sight of its keeper. I t  is, nevertheless, x>n the whole 
extremely intractable; one however is related^jo have been tamed at 
Fortwilliam, near Belfast, by Richard Langtry, Esq., which would 
come at its m asters call; so also one kept for years by Mr. Pike of 
Achill Island, which flew about at pleasure, and another to have been 
trainee! by Captain Green, of Buckden, in Huntingdonshire, to take 
hares and rabbits. Another, as I  presume it to have been, is 
mentioned by the’ late Bishop Stanley, in his * Familiar History of 
British Birds, * *as having been so thoroughly tamed as to have been 
left at perfect liberty, neither chained or pinioned: of this freedom it 
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would often avail itself, and after having been absent‘for two or three 
weeks would again return. I t  never attacked children, but on one 
occasion, it is supposed from its master having neglected to bring it its 
usual supply of food, it assailed him with some violence. Young pigs ifc 
would occasionally make a meal of. After having been safely kept 
for ten or twelve years, it was unfortunately, in the end, killed by a 
savage mastiff dog. The battle was not witnessed, but it must have 
been a long and well-fought one. The Eagle was slain. on the spot: he 
did not, however, die unrevenged, for his antagonist very shortly 
afterwards expired of his wounds. Again, instances have occurred where 
Eagles which have carried off such animals as weasels, stoats, etc., have 
been attacked with relentless bite by these fell blood-suckers, and have at 
last fallen to the ground lifeless in consequence. There is a similar story 
told of the encounter of one in the air with a cat, which it had carried 
off: he was fairly brought to the ground, the talons of the cat proving 
more effective than his own, and both were captured together.

In  another like instance, recorded by Macgillivray, and which he states 
to be well authenticated, a cat, carried off by an Eagle to its nest 
and left there for dead, (the captor being ignorant of the proverb a&out 
its 'nine lives/) soon after revived, and in the absence of the parents 
made a meal of the Eaglets, and effected her own escape after all. 
Again, he mentions that two youths having taken an Eagle's nest with 
the young, one of the old birds having returned, 'made a most deter­
mined attack upon them. They said they had never been in such peril; 
for the Eagle dipped her wing in a bum that ran by, and then in sand, 
and sweeping repeatedly by them, struck at them with her wing.% 
Although each had a stick, it was with great difficulty that they at 
length effected their escape, when almost ready to sink with fatigue/ 

A c&rious conflict was witnessed between two Eagles in the month 
of March, in the year 1836, near Cromarty, on Moray Firth. Two 
males contending about an eyrie, were so intent on battle, that they 
fell together into the sea after a conflict of two or three hours.

When the Golden Eagle has pounced upon its victim, it kills it, if 
small, by a stroke with Its  talons behind the head, and another at the 
region of the heart. I t  seems not to use the bill for slaughter, but only 
for tearing up its prey when killed. I t  generally, in spite of its care and 
skill in skinning or plucking, swallows part of the fur or feathers, or 
small bones, or part of the bones of the animal or bird it has Seized 
and these it afterwards disgorges from its# mouth in large pellet^. I t  
feeds on the young of game, such as fawns, hares, rabbits, and grouse, 
and does not disdain such ' small deer9 as rats, mice, andr moles etc.

By the Ancients the Eagle was denominated the bird of Jove, and
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alone deemed worthy of bearing his thunder. The Highland ChieftaiD 
at the present day, exhibits the Eagle’s plume as the designation of 
his nobility, and so uncivilized nations have also always associated 
birds of this tribe with the idea of courage, quickness, and dignity 
their warriors too in like manner pride themselves on the bad e 
which the feathers of the Eagle furnish them with, either as a 
emblematic trophy of past, or a pledge of future bravery and daring 
They prize it so highly, that they will often exchange a valuable horse 
for the tail feathers of a single Eagle. They also adorn with them 
their arrows, and the calumet or pipe of peace. The feathers of the 
Eagle are used in our own country for making certain salmon flies.

The . note is a clear, loud, and sharp cry, of two tones, repeated 
many, times in succession.

Nidification commences towards the beginning of March.
The nest, which is very large and flat, and has no lining, according 

to some authors, but is stated by others to be lined a little with grass or 
wool, and where these cannot be procured, or not in sufficient plenty, 
with small sticks, twigs, rushes, sea-weed, or heather, is generally built 
on high and inaccessible thunder-blasted rocks, and precipices, or the 
stump of some tree projecting from them, or the lofty trees of the forest. 
I t  builds, however, less frequently on the latter than in other situations, 
but is said to alight on trees more frequently than the Sea Eagle. I t  
is always, where possible, rebuilt of the same materials—the accustomed 
eyrie being made use of for many successive years, or, mo^t likely, 
from the most favourable locality as to food and security combined 

# having been chosen, for many generations, if its owners are not driven 
from it by their only superior enemy, man. This latter assertion must, 
however, be understood with certain exceptions, as in the instances 
recorded above. The young are sent away by the parent birds before 
winter sets in. A female kept in confinement is mentioned by Selby as 
having laid one or more eggs for three successive years. One variety 
is a dull faint purple white, with a tinge of both yellowish and greenish, 
dashed here and there all over with marks of a rather dark hue. A 
second is dull yellowish white, irregularly striated here and there with 
streaks of small dots of pale brown run together, and spotted also 
with spots of the same, but lighter in colour.

The eggs, laid towards the*end of the month of March or the beginning 
of AJ>ril, generally two in number, but in some cases only one, and in 
others three, and of a rather oval shape, are white, greyish, or yellowish 
white, and sometimes completely mottled or marbled over with light 
russet brown. Incubation is described as lasting thirty days. If the eggs 
are removed, it is said that the bird does not lay any more that season
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The length of the male bird is about three feet to three feet and a 
half, and the expanse of the wings eight feet to eight feet and a half. 
The female, as is the case with the rest of the Eagle tribe, is larger, 
measuring about three feet and a half in length, and nine feet in width*

In the adult, which weighs from nine to twelve or even sixteen 
or eighteen pounds, (the latter according to Bewick,) and measures 
variously from two feet six to three feet or more as just stated, the 
bill, (with which it sometimes makes a snapping noise,) is horn-colour, s 
or deep blue black,-the tip the darkest; the cere, pure greenish yellow, 
covered on the sides with hairy feathers, which also cover the space 
between the bill and the eye; the iris, which is dark in the young 
bird, grows lighter as the bird advances in age, and ends in being of 
a clear orange brown, the pupil black; the crown of the head and 
the nape, the feathers of which are hackles, are sometimes bright 
golden red, but generally of a grey or hoary colour, some of the 
feathers being edged with white; chin and throat-dark brown; breast 
brown, ending in a reddish tint; back dark brown with purplereflections, 
the lesser wing coverts lighter. The primaries nearly black, their 
inner webs irregularly barred with greyish white; secondaries brownish 
black, barred and shaded with different hues of grey and brown, 
but the outer webs very obscurely; greater and lesser wing coverts, 
reddish brown varied with dark brown; breast, reddish brown; all 
the rest of the body is obscure dark brown, more nearly approaching to 
black as the bird grows older; but when in extreme age, to which the 
Eagle is Known to reach, its plumage becomes very light coloured, thin 
and worn, so much so, as to make it appear that the bird had ceased* 
to moult. The wings, which are rather rounded in shape, vary in 
extent from five feet six to eight feet or upwards, and one is recorded 
to have been shot at Warkworth, in Northumberland, in the year 1735, 
which measured eleven feet three inches across. The tail, which is a 
little longer than the wings, and of a square shape, with the exception 
of the two middle feathers, which exceed the others in length, and 
are rather pointed, is deep brown, paler at the base, barred irregularly 
with dark brown, with one broad band of the same colour terminating 
it; upper tail coverts, pale brown tinged with * grey; under tail coverts, 
lio'ht yellowish brown. The legs are feathered down to the toes, and 
the plumage on them is of a clearer brown than that on the rest of 
the body, the short feathers paler, and the longer hind ones darker, 
the shafts dark brown. The feet, which are reticulated, are aff first 
greyish yellow, which merges into pure yellow; the expanse of the 
foot, seven inches, including the claws; the middle toe‘measures three 
inches and a half in length, and there are on it three or four large
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scales, #and on the outer, inner, and hinder toes, three, on the last 
joint of each. The claws are black, much hooked, and very formidable 
weapons of attack or defence, the middle one being from two to three 
inches in length. The outer claw is the smallest of the four. During the 
first year there is a well-defined white bar on the upper and larger half

: of the tail, but after this period, it is at each moult encroached upon by 
the brown colour of the lower half until the roots alone of the feathers 
remain white. In  its subsequent plumage it was formerly described as a 
distinct species, under the name of the Ring-tailed Eagle: in it the bill 
is bluish grey at the base, and black at the tip; cere, light yellow iris 
clear dark chesnut brown, gradually getting lighter; front of the head 
dark chesnut brown; nape, pale yellowish orange brown; the feathers 
narrow, distinct, and pointed;'throat and neck on the under side dark 
brown; breast above dark brown with some scattered white feathers 
below white, some feathers tipped with brown; back, deep brown; wing 
coverts the same, many of them margined and tipped with pale brownish 
grey; wing feathers brownish black, their bases white; secondaries, white 
for two thirds of their length from the base, some of them glossed with 
purple; tail, white for two thirds of its length, the end being brown* 
upper tail coverts, white, some of them tipped with brown; under tail 
coverts, white, some of the feathers also tipped with brown; legs covered 
with white feathers inside; toes, light yellow; claws, black.

The adult plumage is not entirely assumed until the third or fourth 
year. The tail then is very dark brown, and exhibits but faint indi­
cations of bars. #

I  The female closely resembles the male, except in size. Length three 
feet, or over; the bristly feathers , about the head are brownish 
black; the crown, neck on the back, and nape, pale orange brown; 
the feathers occasionally edged with white; bill, bluish at the base, 
the tip black; cere, pale yellow; iris, yellowish or pale orange brown; 
chin and throat, dark brown; breast on the lower part, pale brown; 
.the wings, of twenty-five feathers, extend to the width of seven feet 
or more; quills, greyish brown towards the base, and,towards the tip 
blackish brown, marked with irregular band^ of dull grey; the third 
quill is the longest, the fourth nearly equal, the second a little shorter, 
and the first considerably shorter than the second: tail, also white or 
greyish towards the base, and blackish brown towards the tip; 
irregularly banded with dull grey, ending with a' broad band of the 
former colour, narrowing from the middle to the outward feathers; 
part of the outer web of the second feather near the base is mottled 
with reddish white; upper tail coverts, pale greyish brown, with a tinge 
of red and grey; under tail coverts, brownish red verging towards
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chesnut brown; the legs are clothed with pale reddisK brown feathers; 
toes, yellow; claws, black, very strong and much hooked.

The young are at first covered with greyish white down; when 
fledged the bill is brownish black, the base paler than the rest; the 
cere, pale greenish yellow; iris, dark brown; the head, neck on 
the back, and nape, pale yellowish brown, the base of the feathers 
white, making a patch behind the neck; the rest of the plumage 
deep brown; the wing coverts patched with white; the tail dark 
brown on the end for a third of the whole, the remainder white; 
under tail coverts, dull white, with a lighter brown patch at the 
end of each feather; the short feathers on the legs, pale yellowish 
brown; the legs, pale yellow; claws, brownish black.

As it advances, the light yellowish brown of the head and hind 
neck becomes of a richer tint; the white at the base of the feathers 
diminishes in extent, so that the patches wear out; the feathers on 
the legs are brighter, and the tail becomes barred irregularly with 
brown, the white interstices becoming less, and shaded with greyish 
brown.

White varieties have been recorded. *

“  Where Falcons hang their giddy nests,
Mid cliffs from whence his eagle eye 
For many a league his prey could spy.”

The Lay o f the Last Minstrel.

SPOTTED EAGLE.

Aquila ncevia, Gould. Aquila melanactos, Savigny. Falco ncevius, T emminck.

Aquila— An Eagle. Ncevius— Spotted.
o

T H E Spotted Eagle is an inhabitant of most parts of Europe, 
having been observed in France, Belgium, Italy, where among 

the Apennines it is very common, Germany, Sicily, Turkey, Macedonia, 
Bulgaria, and Russia; also in the northern districts of Africa, and 
in Asia, in India, Siberia, the Bengal Territory, Nepaul, and* near 
Calcutta, in the Carnatic and on the Malabar coast, also in the vicinity 
of Mount Caucasus. As in the case of the Griffon Vulture, only one 
example of this addition to our native fauna has, as yet, been
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28 SPOTTED EAGLE.



^ w

SPOTTED EAGLE.

• •



obtainea for preservation. I t  is singular also, that tbe one in question 
occurred in the same neighbourhood as the other alluded to, namely 
in the county of Cork. I t  was shot in the month of January in 
the year 1845, in the act of devouring a rabbit, in a fallow field 
on the estate of the Earl of Shannon, near Castle Martyr. Another 
individual in lighter plumage, no doubt its mate, was killed at the 
same place, about the same time, but unfortunately was not preserved- 
both had been observed for the two preceding months sweeping 
over the low grounds in the neighbourhood. Two others' are said to 
have occurred in Ireland, viz. one at Horn Head, Donegal, in 1831 
and the other at Yalentia Island, Kerry, in 1840. Since ’the above 
was written one was captured at Trebartha Hall, Cornwall, the seat 
of Francis Rodd, Esq., December 4th., 1860, and another was shot at 
St. Mawgan, in the same county, at the end of October or beginning 
of November, 1861, and yet another at Carnanton. One also at Lundy 
Island in the British Channel, in 1858; and one at Somerley, Hants, 
in 1861. More recently three have occurred on the east coast,, all in 
the year 1891, viz. one near Colchester, one near Wickham Market, 
Suffolk, and on© at Leigh, near Southend.

Cuvier says that it was formerly employed in falconry, hub that 
being deficient in courage, it was only used for taking the smaller 
kinds of game. I t  appears to form one of the connecting links between 
the Eagles and the Buzzards, as I  have in a previous article stated 
that the Sea Eagle seems, in like manner, to do between the Eagles 
and the Yultures. In  fact, though called an Eagle, and classed with 
those birds, it would appear to be possessed of more of the character- 
istics of the Buzzards. I t  seems in some parts to be migratory.

The Spotted Eagle flies low in hawking after its prey. I t  feeds 
on squirrels, rabbits, rats, and other small animals and reptiles, as 
also on pigeons and other birds, taken in the air, particularly on 
ducks, as well as on lizards, frogs, and some of the larger species of 
insects, but any of the former comes in as a 'piece de resistance/

I t  builds on high trees as well as, it is said, on low bushes, and 
even on the ground, and lays two whitish eggs, slightly streaked with 
red. One variety is dull yellowish grey white, much dotted and 
blotted over at and about the larger end with ferruginous brown, and 
a few spots and specks of*the same irregularly scattered over the 
remainder of the . surface. A second is dull greenish white at the 
smaller; and dull very pale brpwn at the larger end, with some scattered 
washes and blots of a darker shade over the latter, and a very few 
dark specks over the former. A third is dull white, mottled faintly 
all over with greenish yellow and grey, both of a light shade.
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' Like the Osprey, it seems to suffer smaller birds to build without 
molestation in the immediate vicinity of its nest, or even in the outer 
parts of the nest itself.

This species is about two thirds the size of the Golden Eagle in. 
linear dimensions. I t  measures about two feet three and a half or 
four inches in length. In the adult state the general colour of the 
plumage is brown, varying in depth of tint according to the age of 
the bird. The bill is dark bluish horn-colour; cere, yellow. The 
head, both above and below, of a light brown; neck, dark reddish 
brown; the feathers, as in the Golden Eagle, being hackles; back, 
the same colour. The breast is rather lighter than th e , back. The 
wings, which, when closed, reach to the end of the tail, have the 
fourth and fifth quill feathers nearly of an equal length, but the fifth 
rather the longer, as it is also the longest in the wing; the primaries 
are almost black—all the feathers white at the base. The tail coverts 
are bright brown; tail, dusky black, barred with a paler colour, and 
the end of a reddish hue. The feet are yellow; claws, black.

The young bird in its first year has the bill of a dark bluish horn- 
colour, darker towards the tip than at the base; cere, yellow;0 iris, ( 
hazel; the head, neck, and back, dark chocolate brown; breast, the 
same, but having the margins of the greater and lesser coverts, as 
also the tertials, tipped in a well-defined elliptical form, with yellowish 
white, or white. The tail is dark chocolate brown. The legs are 
feathered down to the feet, and these feathers are variegated with 
lighter shades of brown; toes, yellow, reticulated for part , of their 
length, but ending with four large broad scales; claws, nearly black.
In  its second year the colour of the whole plumage becomes more 
uniformly of a general dark reddish brown.

When old it would appear that the spots entirely disappear from its 
plumage, as they are described as being almost obliterated from an 
adult specimen, though so observable when the bird is immature.

“ Like a young Eagle who has lent his plume,
To fledge the shaft by which he meets his doom.”

M o o r * .
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OSPREY.

FISH ING HAWK. FISHING EAGLE. BALD BUZZARD. FI8HING BUZZARD.

PYSG  B R Y R , GWALCH Y  W EILG I, IN  ANCIENT BRITI8H.

Pandion haliaetus, Savigny. Vigors. Selby. Gould. Falco haliaetus, 
Bewick. Pennant. Montagu. Latham. Linn/eus. Balhusardus haliaetus, 

F leming. A quila haliaetus, J enyns. Meyer.

Pandion—The name of a Greek hero, changed into a bird of prey. 
H aliaetus. (H )a ls—The sea. Aietos—An Eagle.

IT is not every one who has had the fortune—the good fortune— 
t<a visit those scenes, where, in this country at least, the Osprey is 

almost exclusively to be met with. In  these, which may in truth be 
called the times of perpetual motion, there is indeed hardly a nook, 
or mountain pass, which is not yearly visited by some one or more 
travellers. W here shall the most secure dweller among the rocks be 
now free from the intrusion of, in ornithological language, at least 
* occasional visitants V Still the case is not exactly one to which 
afpplies the logical term of ‘universal affirmative/ Though every 
spot may be visited, it is not every one who visits it. How many 
of those who shall read the following description of the Osprey, have 
taken the cgrand tour* of Sutherlandshire ?

In  that desolate and romantic region, though even there at wide 
intervals, and 'fa r between/ and in a very few other localities, the 
Fishing Hawk may yet be seen in all the wild freedom of his 
nature. There it breeds, in the fancied continuance ©f that safety 
which has for so many ages been real. Tou^may see, even in the 
year eighteen hundred and fifty, an occasional eyrie on the top of 
some rocky islet in tho middle of the mountain lake.

This species is very widely distributed over a large portion of the 
globe, being met with, in greater or less abundance, in Europe, 
Africa/ and America, sometimes in very considerable numbers, and 
doubtless in Asia also. In  America it seems to be most particularly 
numerous, a whole colony tenanting the same building place. I t  is 
also met with in Russia, Siberia,' Kamtschatka, Scandinavia, France, 
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Spain, and Germany, Switzerland, and Holland; in Egypt, Tripoli, 
Nigritia, the Cape of Good Hope, Japan, and New Holland, and has 
been hitherto far from unfrequent in England, most numerous at either 
extremity of the country, namely in Devonshire and Sutherlandshire, 
and various other counties of that part of the empire. One on the 
11th. of March, 1864, in a cover belonging to the Earl of Dudley, 
at Crogen, in the Berwyr Mountains. Specimens have been killed in 
Berkshire, at Donnington, and at Pangbourne, the latter one in the 
year 1810, in the month of January. One in Kent, near Holling- 
bourne, in 1845; three in Oxfordshire, one of them at Nunehara 
Park, the seat of George Harcourt, Esq.; and one at Udimore, in 
Sussex, by the keeper of P. Langford, Esq., in November, 1848. 
Others in Shropshire, Somersetshire, two so late as at the end of the 
year 1878, at Brinscombe Court, near Stroud, of which Mr. E. G. 
Edwards has written to me, and Hertfordshire. One, a female, shot 
by Baron de Rothschild's keeper, at Weston Turville, Buckinghamshire, 
the 10th. of October, 1853: one is mentioned by the Rev. Gilbert 
White, in his 'Natural History of Selborne/ as having been killed on 
Frinsham Pond, in Hampshire. In  Herefordshire near Ross, in October, 
1879, and one on the estate of Lord Kingston in May, 1885. Another 
in Christchurch Bay, where, Mr. Yarrell says, this bird is called the 
Mullet Hawk, a name far from unlikely to be appropriate, for these 
fish are remarkably fond of basking near the surface of the water, so 
that they may easily bo killed with stones as I  have known before now. 
A specimen was shot in the year 1824, at Alverbank, and another, 
which appeared to be its mate, frequented the Solent for the two 
succeeding summers. One at Wentworth Castle, etc.

In  Wales one at Gloddaeth in 1837.
I t  has been in the habit of building regularly in many parts of 

Scotland, on Loch Awe, Loch Lomond, Loch Assynt, Scowrie, Loch 
Maddie, near Durness, and Rhiconnich, in Sutherlandshire, Tantallon 
Rock in 1867, Glendha, Loch Inchard, Loch Dolay, Loch Menteith, in 
Caithnesshire/ Rosshire, in short, on many or most of the Highland 
Lochs, also Killchurn Castle, on the Pentland hills, and is said to 
breed in the Orkney Islands, as also at Killarney, one on Mawnan 
Cliff, October 19th., 1865. I t  has frequently been seen on and near 
Dartmoor, in Devonshire: two were procured in that locality in the 
month of May, in the year 1831, at Estover, near the Lizard Point; 
one in the same year at another place in  the same county, and no 
doubt in many other places, and two on the Avon. Three or four 
have been met with in the county of Durham—one s*een near H artle­
pool—others in Sussex. In  Yorkshire numerous specimens have been

*

82 OSPREY.



at various times procured: so many that I  need not here more partic­
ularly enumerate them. One at Thorpe, near Halifax, about the year 
1867, one at Cherry Burton, near Beverley, by the keeper of David 
Burton, Esq., in December, 1876. An unusual number of these birds 
occurred in various parts of the country in October, 1887 also tw 
near Sheffield at the reservoir in September, 1883.

There is no record of the Osprey having been seen in the Hebrides
The Osprey being so strictly a piscivorous bird, is only met with 

in the immediate neighbourhood of water; but salt and fresh water 
fish are equally acceptable to it; and the bays and tjorders of the sea 
as well as the most inland lakes, rivers, and preserves, are its favourite 
resort: when young, it may even, it is stated, be trained to catch fish.

Temminck and Wilson state that the Osprey migrates in the winter'.
In  Scotland, it is said to arrive in Sutherlandshire in the spring, but' 

on the other hand, the specimens which have occurred on the Tweed 
are recorded as having appeared there in the autumn.

The Osprey is in some degree, or rather in some situations, a 
gregarious bird. As many as three hundred pairs have been known 
to build together in America, which, as before remarked, seems to be 
by far its most abundant habitat. I t  is a very frequent circumstance 
for several pairs thus to congregate, the similarity of their pursuit by 
no means seeming to interfere with that harmony which should ever 
prevail among members of the same family. They sometimes unite in 
a general attack on their common enemy, the White-headed Eagle, 
and union being strength, succeed in driving him from thefr fishing 
grounds, of which they then maintain the peaceable possession.

I t  would appear from the mention of the Osprey by Izaak Walton, 
under the name of the Bald Buzzard, that it was formerly used in 
falconry. I t  is naturally shy and watchful.

The flight of the Osprey, though generally slow and heavy like that 
of the Buzzard, and performed with a scarcely perceptible motion of 
the wings, and the tail deflected, is strikingly easy and graceful. I t  
rises spirally at pleasure to a great height, darts do^n perhaps at 
times, and then again sails steadily on. When*looking out for prey, 
on perceiving a fish which it can strike, it hovers in the air for a few 
moments, like the Kestrel, with a continual motion of its wings and 
tail* -ffs stoop, which follows, though sometimes suspended midway, 
perhaps from perceiving that the fish has escaped, or to ‘make assurance 
doubly sure/ is astonishingly rapid. The similar action of the Sea 
Swallow may serve to give Some faint idea of it.

If the fish it Jias pounced on be at some distance below the surface, 
the Osprey is completely submerged for an instant, and a circle of
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foam marks the spot where it has descended; on rising again with its 
capture, it first, after mounting a few yards in the air, shakes its 
plumage, which, though formed by nature extremely compact for the 
purpose of resisting the wet as much as possible, must imbibe some 
degree of moisture, which it thus dislodges. I t  then immediately 
flies off to its nest with a cry expressive of success, if it be the 
breeding season, or to some tree if it is not, and in that situation 
makes its meal. When this is ended, it usually, though not always, 
again takes wing and soars away to a great height, or else prowls 
anew over the waters—unlike the other Hawks, which, for the most 
part, remain in an apathetic state, the result apparently of satisfied 
hunger: thus continues the routine of its daily life, as well described 
by Macgillivray. Sometimes it is said to devour its food in the air, 
but I  cannot think this; also at times on the spot; if the fish be too 
large for bearing conveniently away, the prey is held with the head 
forward. The audacious White-headed Eagle often robs the too patient 
Osprey of its hardly-toiled-for prey before it has had time to devour 
it itself, forcing it to drop in the air, and catching it as it falls. The 
Moor Buzzard and the Crow also attack him.

The sole food of the Osprey is fish, and from its manner of taking 
it by suddenly darting or falling on it, it has been called by the 
Italians, 'Aquila plum bina/ or the Leaden Eagle. I t  is however 
said by Montagu that it will occasionally take other prey—that one 
has been seen ,to strike a young wild duck, and having lost its hold 
of it, to 'seize it again a second time before it reached the water. I  
must, however, express the strongest doubt of this having been the 
case. If  the circumstance as described by him really occurred at all, 
I  can hardly think but that some other species must have been 
mistaken for the one before us, particularly from the latter fact 
mentioned, for Wilson, whose opportunities of observing this bird 
were so abundant, says, expressly, that not only does it feed exclusively 
on fish, and not on birds, but that it never attempts to seize a 
second time <jne which it may have dropped. I t  usually takes its 
prey below the surfifee of the water, and never catches it when 
leaping out, even when in the case of the flying fish it has ample 
opportunities of doing so, though when that persecuted creature is 
again submerged, it will follow it into its .more legitimate element, and 
take it there without scruple. I t  never preys on any of the inferior 
land animals, which it might so easily capture were it thus disposed. 
Even when the lakes, which supply its usual food, are frozen over, 
and when it is difficult to imagine how it can supply its wants 
without resorting to other, even if uncongenial, food, it does not do
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so. I t  is related that sometimes it fastens its claws so firmly in its 
quarry that it is not till it has eaten a way out for them that it is 
set at liberty. When it visits a pond, it "crosses it several times at 
no great elevation; if he perceives no fish, he passes on to another 
and continues the pursuit until successful/ The Rev. Gage Earle 
Freeman to whom I  am much indebted for several particulars as to 
the Falcons and Hawks, with whose habits in falconry he made himself 
thoroughly well acquainted, he expressed to me a doubt, but only 
guardedly, whether it may not on some occasions take a hare or rabbit

The Osprey seldom alights on the ground, and when it does so 
its movements are awkward and ungainly. I t  is not in its element 
but when in the air: occasionally however it remains for several 
hours together in a sluggish state of repose, perched on some 
mountain side, hill, rock, or stone.

I t  builds at very different times, in different places—in January, 
February, March, April, and the beginning of May: the latter 
month appears in this country to be the period of its nidification. 
I t  repairs the original nest, seeming, like many other species, to have 
a predilection from year to year for the Same building place. The 
saline materials of which it is composed, and perhaps also the oil 
from the fish brought to it, have the effect, in a few years, of 
destroying the tree in which it has been placed. The male partially 
assists the female in the business of incubation, and at other times 
keeps near her, and provides her with food—she sits accordingly 
very close. Both birds, when the young are hatched, share* the task 
of feeding them with fish, and have even been seen to supply them 
when they have left the nest, and have been on the wing themselves; 
they both also courageously defend them against all aggressors, both 
human and other. They only rear one brood in the year. I f  one 
of the parents happen to be killed, the other is almost sure to return, 
ere long, with a fresh m ate: where procured, as in other similar cases, 
is indeed a mystery.

The nest of tbe Osprey is an immense pile of twigs, small and 
large sticks and branches, some of them as muc&i as an inch and a half 
m diameter the whole forming sometimes a mass easily discernible 
at the distance of half a mile or more, and in quantity enough to 
fill a cart. How it is that Jit is not blown down, or blown to pieces 
by a gale of wind, is a question which has yet to be explained. I t  
occasionally is heaped up to the height of from four or five feet to 

% ©ven eight, and is from two to three feet or four in breadth, 
interlaced and -compacted with sea-weed, stalks of corn, grass, or 
turf; the whole, in consequence of annual repairs and additions,



which even in human dwellings often make a house so much larger 
than it was originally intended to be, not to say unsightly, becoming 
by degrees of the character described above. I t  is builf either on 
a tree, at a height of from six, seven, or eight to fifteen feet, and 
from that to fifty feet from the ground, on a forsaken building, or 
the ruins of some ancient fortress, erected on the edge of a Highland 
Loch, the chimney, if the remains of one are in existence, being 
generally preferred, or on the summit of some insular crag; in fact, 
it accommodates itself easily to any suitable and favourable situation. 
Bewick, erroneously following Willughby, (and Mudie him,) says 
that the Osprey builds its nest 'on the ground, among reeds'— 
it very rarely indeed does so. I t  is a curious fact that smaller 
birds frequently build their nest in the outside of those of the 
Osprey, without molestation on the one hand, or fear on the other. 
Larger birds also build theirs in the immediate vicinity, without 
any disturbance on the part of either.

The eggs, which are sometimes only two in number, but occasion­
ally three, and in some instances, but very rarely, as many as four, 
are described by several writers, apparently following Willughby, to 
be of an elliptical form. They are laid in May, and about the 
size of those of a hen, and are generally similar to each other in 
colour, but occasionally vary considerably in size and shape: the 
ground colour is white, or dingy yellowish, or brownish white, much 
mottled over, particularly at the base, in an irregular manner, with 
yellowish • brown or rust-colour, with some specks of light brownish 
grey. The larger spots are sometimes of a very fine rich red brown.

The whole plumage of the Osprey, as before incidentally mentioned, 
is very closely set, particularly on the under side, the bird almost 
in this respect resembling a water fowl. Even the feathers on the 
legs, unlike the long ones of the other Eagles and Hawks, partake of 
this characteristic, the object of the provision being an obvious one, 
on account, namely, of its frequent submersion in pursuit of the 'p rey  
on which it lives.

W eight of the male? between four and five pounds; length, about 
one-foot ten or eleven inches; bill, black, bluish black, or brownish 
black, probably according to age, and blue or horn-colour at the 
base; a blackish band runs from it backward to the shoulders; cere 
light greyish blue;* iris, yellow; eyelids, white, surrounded by a 
dusky ring. The rudiment of a crest is formed by the fefethers 
of the nape, which are lanceolate; head*, white in the fully adult 
bird: until then, the feathers are brown, margined with white; crown, 
whitish or yellowish white, streaked with dark brown longitudinal
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marks; neck, white, with a brown mark from the bill down each 
side; under part of the neck brownish white, sometimes brownish black 
streaked with darker brown. The nape, whitish, streaked with dark 
brown; chin, white, with sometimes a few dusky streaks; throat white 
or brownish white, streaked and specked with dark or dusky brown* 
breast, generally white, mottled about the upper part with a few 
rather light brown feathers, forming an irregular band, and also 
more or less Sprinkled with yellowish or brown markings—the margins 
of the feathers being paler than the rest. Selby says that the brown 
admixture is indicative of a young bird, the adults generally, if not 
always, having* that part of an immaculate white, and there can I  
think be no doubt, but that it is so. The whole plumage, especially, 
as above said, on the under side, is close set, as is the case with water 
birds, their frequent submersions requiring such a defence.

The back dark brown—in some individuals the feathers being 
margined with a paler shade; wings, long, and of wide expanse, 
measuring as much as five feet three or four inches across. The 
specimen shot at Alverbank spread to the width of five feet nine 
inches. When closed, they extend a little beyond the end of the 
tail—not quite two inches; the first three quills are deeply notched 
on the inner side near the end; primaries, dark brown, black or 
nearly black at the ends, the third feather is the longest. The 
tertiaries assume the form of quills, and are sometimes edged with 
white; larger and lesser under wing coverts, white, bajred with 
umber brown; tail, short and square, waved with a darker and a 
lighter shade of brown above, forming six bars, and beneath barred 
with greyish brown on a white ground—the two middle feathers 
darker than the others; underneath, it is white between the brown 
bars, and the shafts yellowish white; under tail coverts sometimes 
spotted with pale rufous. The legs reticulated, and pale blue. They 
are very short and thick; being only two inches and a quarter long, 
and two inches in circumference—great strength being required for 
its peculiar habits. They are feathered in front about one fourth 
down, the feathers being white, short, and close, as above mentioned. 
The toes, pale greyish blue, and partially reticulated, with a few 
broad scales near the end, and furnished beneath, particularly the 
outer one, with some short* sharp spines, or conical scales, inclined 
backward, for the evident purpose of holding fast a prey so slippery 
as that which the bird feeds on. The outer toe is longer than the 
inner one, the contrary being the case with others of its congeners, 
and adapted for *a more than ordinary turning backwards, the better 
to grasp and hold a fish. The hind toe has four scales, the others, 
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which, as just said, are longer, and nearly equal to each other in 
length, have only three. The claws, black, and nearly alike in length: 
those of the first and fourth toes being larger than those of the 
others.

The female is considerably larger than the male, about two feet 
two or three inches or over, but, the colour of both is much alike. 
There is, however, in her a greater prevalence of brown over the 
white, and it is of a deeper shade, approaching on the lower part 
of the breast to brownish red. Weight, sometimes upwards of five 
pounds; length, two feet to two feet and an inch; expanse of the 
wings, about five feet and a half.

The young birds are much variegated in their plumage, which 
becomes of a more uniform hue as they advance in age—the grey 
and the brown giving way by degrees to white.

The young male has the feathers of the back, and the wing 
coverts, bordered with white.

Variations of plumage occur in the Osprey, even in its fully adult 
state; the white being more or less clear, and the brown more or less 
prevalent; the legs also vary from light greyish blue, to a very* pale 
blue with a tinge of yellow.

“  He’ll be to Rome as is the Osprey 
To the fish who takes by sovereignty of nature.”

CORIOLANUS.

BUZZARD.

BOD T EIR C A ILL, IN  ANCIENT B R IT ISH .

Buteo vulgaris, F l e m i n g . Falco buteo, P e n n a n t .

>L ’
Buteo—A  kind of Falcon or Hawk (Pliny). Vulgaris— Common.

DR. JO H N SO N  asigns as the meaning of the word Buzzard, fa 
degenerate or mean species of H aw k/ but being by no means 

one of the admirers of the author of the Dictionary in this behalf, I  
shall take leave to differ as much from the present as from another 
well-known definition of his touching the ‘ gentle a r t /  of which for 
many years I  have been a professor, while looking upon him, for all 
that, in the words of Lord Macdulay, as ra great and a good m an/ -
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The Buzzard is plentifully distributed over nearly the whole of 
the continent of Europe, and is also found casually in winter in the 
more northern parts of Africa. I t  inhabits Spain and Italy, Denmark 
Sweden, Norway, and Russia, Holland and Prance, but does not appear 
to be known in the Orkney or Shetland Islands. In  England, Scot­
land, Wales, and Ireland, it is sufficiently abundant, affecting both the 
wildest and the most cultivated districts, but in both taking a more 
than ordinary care to choose such situations as will either exempt it 
from the intrusion, or enable it to have timely notice of the approach 
of an enemy. The Rev. George Jeans informs me of one formerly seen 
for some time at Egham. Still, with all its precautions, and with every ■ 
aid that its own instinct and the most retired or the most rugged, 
localities can afford, it, like too many others of our native birds, is 
gradually becoming more rare. The advancement of agriculture upon 
grounds heretofore wild and uncultivated, the natural consequence of an 
increase of population within a fixed circumference, and other causes, 
contributing to this fact, which at all events a naturalist must lament.

The Buzzard is found in a variety of situations, such as rocky 
cliffs, chases, parks where timber abounds, or in rci devant' forests. 
I t  remains in England throughout the year, but nevertheless, is 
partially migratory: this in small companies, frequently, as hereafter 
stated, in company with the Rough-legged Buzzard.

In  Yorkshire it has been occasionally met with in most parts of the 
county—frequently near Doncaster, Huddersfield, and Sheffield. In 
Devonshire in various parts; and has also occurred a t Falnfouth and 
My lor, Cornwall; the latter in 1849, and was bought by — Bullmore, 
Esq., for sixpence, Maelgwn and Penmaenmawr, Wales; one near 
Market Weighton, September 18th., 1869, where they once bred; and 
in Scotland near Dunbar, as, too, in Caithness, Invernesshire, East 
Lothian, etc. I t  breeds at Pinhay Cliff, Devonshire, near Lyme Regis, 
Dorsetshire, where I  have often watched them, also near St. David's 
in Wales. A pair have built at Kelly for several years at Mr. Reginald 

.Kelly's, he has written me word.
I  am much indebted to my liberal-minded frieffd, Arthur Strickland, 

Esq., of Bridlington-Quay, for the following striking notice of the fact 
of its migration in this country, communicated to him in the year 
1847, by his brother, then residing a t Coleford, in the Forest of Dean, 
in Gloucestershire. I  must observe that the letter was not originally 
intended to be published.

' Coleford, 1847.
' I  have $ curious circumstance in Ornithology to tell you. 

There is no account that I  have heard of relating particularly to the
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migration of some of the Hawks, proving them to assemble in flocks 
for the purpose of migration, and going off together in large parties 
like Swallows, but of this I  have positive proof in the Common 
Buzzard. On the 2nd. of August, 1847, just at sunset, we were 
assembled in the yard to the number of five persons; we were busily 
engaged talking on a fine bright evening: the air was filled as far as 
we could see, (about forty yards to the north, and one hundred to 
the south,) with great Hawks, all proceeding together steadily and 
slowly to the westward. Those immediately above us were within 
gunshot of the top of the house—with large shot I  might have 
brought some down from where I  stood. The man called them 
Shreaks—a common name for the Wood Buzzard. The evening was 
so bright, and they were so near, that I  saw them as plain as if they 
were in my hand. They were flying in little parties of from two to 
five, all these little parties flying so close together that their wings 
almost touched, whilst each little party was separated from the next 
about fifteen or twenty yards: fourteen parties passed immediately 
over us that I  counted, but as I  did not begin to count' them at first, 
and as I  have no doubt the flock extended beyond the boundary of 
our view, I  cannot tell how many the flock consisted of. On this day 
a remarkable change occurred in the weather, which may have caused 
an early migration/

Again, the same gentleman writing from Coleford in the following 
year, 1848, says—

* c Coleford, 1848.
‘I  last year wrote you a history of the migration of large parties 

of the Great Wood Buzzard. This year, on the 29th. of July, 1848, 
a party went over numbering forty, and the next day another flight 
of eighteen* I  calculate the Hawks in three months must eat more 
than a ton weight of food, as I  know that one Hawk will readily eat 
more than four pounds weight of beef in a week—what can they have 
lived upon? there is next to no game in the forest or country 
anyw here/ o

W hether the flights of the birds mentioned were adults moving 
from one part of the country to another, or young birds leaving their 
paternal home, in obedience to those laws of population to which even 
lordly man is forced to submit, it  is difficult, in the absence of ascer­
tained facts, to hazard a conjecture. Temminck has observed that the 
species before us migrates at certain periods of the year, and*that it 
is a t such times frequently associated with the Rough-legged Buzzard, 
which, if so, is rather curious. ’ •

Their flight when thus migrating appears to be slowly performed—
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retarded by various evolutions in the air—and many of the birds often 
remain for days, and even weeks together, at some halting place or 
places on their way.

In  confinement the Buzzard is easily tamed, and becomes in fact 
quite companionable. Various amusing anecdotes are recorded of 
different individuals which have been thus kept. I t  has generally 
been described as being of a slow and sluggish nature, but it is so 
only comparatively, with reference to some other species of birds of 
prey, and must not come under a wide and unexceptional censure. 
According to Bewick, whom other writers seem to have followed in 
forming their estimate of the character of the bird before us, it is so 
cowardly and inactive that it will fly before a Sparrow Hawk, and 
when overtaken, will suffer itself to be beaten, and even brought to 

% the ground, without resistance. I  myself, however, as above suggested, 
incline much rather to the opinion of Mr. Macgillivray, that the Buzzard 
is by no means such a poltroon as he generally has had the character 
of being.

The Buzzard is described by some writers as flying low, but this 
is by no means the result of repeated observations which I  have had 
opportunities of making upon i t : I  have almost invariably seen it 
flying at a very considerable elevation. Unquestionably it does, 
because it must fly, low, not only sometimes, but often; but that it 
passes no small portion of its time in lofty aerial flight, I  most 
unhesitatingly affirm. The slow sailing of this bird, as I  have thus 
seen it, is very striking—the movement of its wings is hardly percep­
tible, but onward it steadily wends its way: you can scarcely take 
your eyes off it, but follow it with a gaze as steady as its own flight, 
until *by degrees, beautifully le ss / it leaves you glad to rest your 
eyesight, and if you look again for it, you look in vain. When soaring 
aloft, the flight of the Buzzard is even peculiarly dignified, if I  may 
use such an expression, nor do I  know of any bird by which, on the 
wing, the attention is more immediately arrested. I t  looms large also 
in the distance, and those who have had frequent opportunities of 
comparing together its apparent size and that of the Golden Eagle, 
have said that the former may easily be mistaken for the latter, if both 
are not seen together in tolerable propinquity.

Even when high in the air, particularly on a bright and sunny day, 
the bars and mottled markings on the wings and tail, the motions of 
which latter are also clearly discernible in steering its course, appear 
visibly distinct. *

The flight of this species appears heavy, but it is not so in reality: 
a  series of sweeps, when, in piscatorial language, the bird is on the 
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feed. I t  rises slowly at first, more after the manner of an Eagle than 
a Falcon, and, when on the wing, proceeds sedately in quest of its 
prey, which when it perceives, halting sometimes for a moment above, 
it darts down upon, and generally with unfailing precision. Its  quarry 
is then either ‘consumed on the premises,, or carried off for the pur­
pose to some more convenient or more secure place of retreat, or to 
its nest, to supply the wants of its young. I t  does not continue on 
the wing for a very long time together. When not engaged in flight, 
it will remain, even for hours together, in the same spot on the stump 
of a tree, or the point of a cliff, motionless, as some have conjectured, 
from repletion; and others from being on the look out for prey, at 
which, when coming within its ken, to stoop in pursuit. I t  frequents 
very much the same haunts, and may often be seen from day to day, 
and at the same hour of the day, beating the same hunting ground.

I  am inclined to think that the species of prey most naturally 
sought by the Buzzard is the rabbit. I t  feeds, however, for necessity 
has no law, on a great variety of other kinds of food. I t  destroys 
numberless moles, of which it also seems particularly fond, as well 
as field mice, of which Brehm has stated that when it has young it 
will destroy one hundred in a day, and that thirty have been taken 
from the crop of a single bird, leverets, rats, snakes, frogs, toads, 
the young of game, and other birds, newts, worms, and insects. The 
latter, of the ante-penultimate kind mentioned, it seems to have been 
thought to have obtained, by some means or other from their pools, 
but such %a supposition is by no means necessary, for those little 
animals, like many other water reptiles, are often to be found wan­
dering on dry land—out of, and far away from their more proper 
element. The way in which the Buzzard procures moles is, it  is said, 
by watching patiently by their haunts, until the moving of the earth 
caused by their subterraneous burro wings, points out to him their 
exact locality, and the knowledge of it thus acquired he immediately 
takes advantage of to their destruction. The feet, legs, and bill 
being often found covered with earth or mud is thus accounted for^ 
and not by his ever feeding on any such substance.

The Buzzard never, or very rarely, attem pts to obtain its prey by 
pursuit or to seize birds flying. I t  prowls about, and pounces down 
on whatever may be so unlucky as to fal] in its way. Feeding, as it 
does, on various kinds of vermin, it is of great service in corn-growing 
countries, and according to Mr. Meyer, is itself esteemed a delicacy 
on the continent, notwithstanding the not over nice selection of its 
own, food. He also says that it will attack the Peregrine when the 
latter has secured a quarry, and take it without opposition.

©
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The yelping note of the Common Buzzard is wild and striking its 
shrillness conveying a melancholy idea, though as every feeling of 
melancholy produced by any thing in nature must be, of a pleasing 
kind—when heard in the retired situations in which this bird delights 
One of its local names is the Shreak, evidently derived from the sound 
of its note.

They are very attentive to their young, and are said not to drive
them away so soon as other Hawks do theirs, but to allow them to
remain in company with them, and to render assistance to them for 
some time after they had been able to fly, in the same way that Rooks 
and some other birds do.

The Buzzard is extremely fond, even in captivity, of the task of 
incubation: one at Uxbridge, a female, brought up safely several 
broods of chickens, to which she proved a most kind and careful 
foster-mother. The landlord of the inn, in whose garden she was 
kept, noticing her desire to build and to sit, supplied her with
materials for a  nest, and with hen’s eggs for the purpose, and this
was repeated with the like success for several years. On one occasion 
thinking to save her the trouble of sitting, he provided her with 
chickens ready hatched, but these she destroyed. She seemed uneasy 
when her adopted brood turned away from the meat she put before 
them to the grain which was natural to them. Several other similar 
instances are on record.

‘Another instance has been noticed near Lichfield: a female of the 
same species, domesticated and kept in a garden, was set with some 
eggs of the common poultry, which she hatched at the usual time. 
W hen the chickens were freed from the shell, this strange stepmother 
defended them in the most furious manner, scarcely allowing any 
person to approach the wooden box in which they were hatched and 
kept, and to which they retired whenever they chose; and no dog or 
cat could venture near, without being stoutly assailed by the Buzzard. 
I ts  fury far surpassed that of a common hen, but gradually slackened 
as they grew older; the habits of affection, however, «never entirely 
ceased, for the chickens, after they became full-grown fowls, remained 
with it, and all lived together in the same garden, in perfect harmony.’ 
— So writes Bishop Stanley.

The Buzzard builds both in  trees, and in clefts, fissures, or ledges 
of mountains and cliffs, and if the latter are chosen, in the most 
secure and difficult situations. One in particular I  remember in a 
most admirable recess, out of all possible reach except by being 
lowered down ter it by a rope. The nest is built of large and small 
sticks, and is lined, though sparingly, with wool, moss, hair, or
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some other soft substance. Not unfrequently, to save the trouble of 
building a nest of its own, it will appropriate to itself, and repair 
sufficiently for its purpose, an old and forsaken one of some other 
bird, such as a Jackdaw, a Crow, or a Raven, and will also occasionally 
return to its own of the preceding year.

Buzzards pair in the beginning of March, and may then be seen 
wheeling about, and often at a great height above the place of their 
intended abode, ‘in measured tim e/ in slow and graceful flight.

The eggs are two, three, or four in number, generally the former, 
and rather incline to a rotundity of form. They are of a dull greenish 
or bluish white, streaked and blotted, more especially at the thicker' 
end, with yellowish or pale brown. Sometimes they are perfectly 
white. Occasionally their markings are extremely elegant in the eye 
of a connoisseur. I  may here mention that I  strongly suspect that 
many colourings of different eggs are adventitious, and not intrinsic.

Mr. Hewitson, in his very much to be praised ‘Coloured Illustrations 
of the Eggs of British Birds, writes, ‘Mr. R. R. W ingate had the 
eggs of the Common Buzzard brought to him from the same place 
for several successive years—no doubt the produce of the same* bird. 
The first year they were white, or nearly so; the second year marked 
with indistinct yellowish brown, and increasing each year in the 
intensity of their colouring, till the spots became of a rich dark 
brow n/

One variety is very pale yellowish brown, marbled over rrom the 
middle to the end of the base with irregular blots and marks of darker 
shades of the same.

A second is bluish white, handsomely marbled over with brown of 
two shades, mostly near the smaller end and round the base, least 
towards the middle.

A third is dull white, faintly speckled over from the centre to the 
thicker end with minute light brown spots, and much marked at the 
larger end with particles of brown.

A fourth i» bluish white, with a very few specks and dots of pale 
brown, and darker brown here and there.

Some are perfectly white.
The Buzzard is one of those birds which either happily or un­

happily, as different naturalists may choose to consider it, varies very 
much in plumage—scarcely any two individuals being alike. The 
feathers also fade and wear much before moulting—the only permanent 
markings are the bars on the tail. I t  is the upper part which 
varies most in depth of tint, the general colour being brown, more 
or less deep or dull. In  the darker specimens a purple hue is

•
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apparent. The feathers are darker in the centre, and lighter at the 
edges; the margins being sometimes of a pale brown, or reddish 
yellow. Bewick says that some specimens are entirely white -and 
others are recorded as nearly so. The males appear to be lighter 
in colour than the females. Generally they are, however, dark brown 
though in some cases white prevails; the feathers being spotted in 
the centre with brown. W eight, from thirty to forty ounces; length, 
about one foot eight inches. The general colour of the bill is black 
or leaden grey, yellow at the edges, and greyish blue where it joins 
the cere. The cere, which is bare above and below, but bristled on 
the sides, is of a greenish yellow, darker in specimens of darker 
colour; iris, yellowish brown, or pale yellow, but it is found to vary 
in some degree, according to the general tone of the colour of the 
bird, and sometimes approaches to orange. The head, which is very 
wide and flattened on the top, is streaked with darker and lighter 
shades of brown; occasionally with yellowish white. Neck, short and 
wide in appearance—so much so, in connection with the shape of the 
head and the general loose character of the plumage, together with 
the habit of these birds of prowling for food in the evening, to have 
led some to suppose than an approximation is furnished by the 
Buzzards to the Owls.

The colour of the feathers of the neck is dusky grey, very much 
streaked with brown; chin and throat, white, or nearly white. The 
breast, greyish white, or yellowish white, also very much streaked with 
darker and lighter shades of brown—some of the feathers being white, 
with brown spots in the centre of each. In  some specimens the 
breast is nearly as dark as the back, in others it is belted beneath 
with a broad band of a purple tint, and occasionally is entirely 
variegated with reddish brown. The back, dark brown, sometimes 
shewing a purple hue. Wings, large, measuring from four feet to 
four feet and a half in extent. They are rounded at the ends, so 
much so that this feature is not only clearly discernible, but a 
distinguishing mark of the bird when on the wing< when closed, 
they reach nearly to the end of the tail. The tips are deep brown, 
shaded at the base with pure white. The wings beneath are lighter, 
being mottled with white and brown—they are crossed irregularly 
with dark bars: greater and less wing coverts, dark brown; primaries, 
brownish black; greater under wing coverts, and lesser under wing 
coverts, dark brown. The ta\l, which has six, eight, ten, or twelve 
narrow bars of alternate dark brown and pale greyish brown, the last 
dark bar b e in g ’the widest, is tolerably long, rather wide, and slightly 
rounded at the end: the tips of the feathers are pale reddish brown.

BUZZARD. 45



The under side of the tail is of a general greyish white, barred with 
dark brown. The whole appearance of the bird is often extremely 
beautiful—the upper surface being varied with a fine grey brown of 
different shades, and reddish and yellow. Upper tail coverts, dark 
brown; lower tail coverts, yellowish white, or white spotted with brown 
on each feather. The legs, which are rather short, are feathered 
about a third down, the bare part, which is yellow, being covered 
nearly all round, but principally in front, with a series of scales. I  
do not give their number for the reason mentioned in a previous 
instance.

The toes, bright yellow, and short—the third being the longest and 
united to the fourth by a tolerably large web; the others are nearly 
of equal length. In  specimens of this bird of dark plumage, the 
colour of the legs is correspondingly darker than in those of a lighter 
hue. The toes are reticulated to about half their length; claws, black, 
or nearly black, and though very sharp, not very strongly hooked.

The female is considerably larger than the male, measuring from one 
foot nine to one foot ten inches in length, and nearly five feet across 
the wings; sometimes as much as full five feet. The young *birds 
while in the nest are of a lighter colour than the old ones, and the 
tips of the feathers are paler than the rest—the whole plumage being 
variegated with brown and white, and the latter predominant on the 
back of the neck. As they advance towards maturity, the plumage at 
each moult becomes gradually of a darker hue, and at the same time 
the white or yellowish white markings on the throat and lower parts 
become more apparent and distinct. The iris is deep brown in the 
immature state, and becomes of its permanent colour when the bird 
is adult.

'A  beautiful varie ty / says Mr. Meyer, ‘of which there is a
specimen in the Zoological Museum, is also occasionally seen, but is
comparatively rare. The ground of the plumage in this variety is
white, tinged in various parts with yellow. The head is marked down
the centre of the feathers with narrow streaks of brown; a few of^  * 
the feathers on the breast are marked with arrow-shaped spots of the
same colour, the smaller coverts of the wings the same. The quill
feathers are dark brown towards the tips; th e 'ta il is crossed on a
white ground with dark brown bars, seven or eight in number, the
bar nearest to the white tip broader than the rest. In  the white
variety the eyes also partake of the light colour of the plumage, and
are pearl-coloured, or greyish white; the cere and feet are also lighter
in the same proportion, being a pale lemon-yellow.* One has been
procured white all over but for a few brown spots. The following
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account of this species from Pennant, published in the year 1768 will 
show that ornithology has made considerable advancement since his 
day, but that it has been the reverse with the numbers of this as 
with too many others, of our British Birds.

'This bird is the commonest of the hawk kind we have in England 
I t  breeds in large woods, and usually builds on an old crow's nest 
which it enlarges and lines with wool, and other soft materials- it 
lays two or three eggs, which are sometimes wholly white, sometimes 
spotted with yellow. The cock Buzzard will hatch and bring up the 
young, if the hen is killed. The young consort with the old ones 
some time after they quit the nest, which is not usual with other birds 
of prey, who always drive away their brood as soon as they can fly.

This species is very sluggish and inactive, and is much less in 
motion than other hawks, remaining perched on the same bough for 
the greatest part of the day, and is found at most times near the 
same place. I t  feeds on birds, rabbits, moles, and mice; it will also 
eat frogs, earth-worms, and insects. This bird is subject to some 
varieties in its colours. We have seen some whose breast and belly 
were #brown, and only marked across the craw with a large white 
crescent: usually the breast is of a yellowish white, spotted with oblong 
rust-coloured spots, pointing downwards: the chin ferruginous: the back 
of the head and neck, and the coverts of the wing, are of a deep 
brown, edged with a pale rust-colour: the scapular feathers brown, 
but white towards their roots: the middle of the back is covered only 
with a thick white down: the ends of the quill feathers arfe dusky; 
their lower exterior sides ash-coloured; their interior sides blotched 
with darker and lighter shades of the same: the tail is barred .with 
black and ash-colour: the bar next the wing tip is barred with black 
and ash-colour: the bar next the wing tip is black, and the broadest 
of all; the tip itself of a dusky white. The irides are white, tinged 
with red. The weight of this species is thirty-two ounces: the length 
twenty-two inches: the breadth fifty-two. *

•

“ Sometimes he’ll hide in the cave of^t rock,
Then whistle as shrill as the Buzzard cock.”

W o r d s w o r t h .
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ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARD/

Buteo lagopus, F l e m i n g . Falco lagopus, P e n n a n t .

Buteo—A  kind of Falcon or Hawk (Pliny). Lagopus, Lagos—A hare.
Pous—A  foot.

TH E  Rough-legged Buzzard, says the accurate Macgillivray, may, 
like certain other bipeds, notwithstanding his boots and whiskers, 

be really less ferocious than he seems to be. This qualifying remark, 
however, it must be noted, is made with reference to a claim put forth 
in behalf of the character of this bird, to rescue it from the sweeping 
condemnation under which the preceding species has in like manner 
fallen.

The Rough - legged Buzzard is found in considerable numbers in 
the most northern parts of Europe and Asia, moving southward in 
winter, when it is found irregularly in most parts of Europe. I t 7 
breeds very commonly in Scandinavia, Lapland, and Northern Russia. 
A very closely-allied form or sub-species inhabits North America. I t  
is particularly abundant in some of the extensive forests of Germany, 
and is Very frequently seen in the more cultivated districts which 
border on them. In  England it appears to be more plentiful in the 
eastern and south-eastern parts than in any others, particularly in 
the counties of Norfolk and Sussex, in the latter of which it is said, 
by A. E. Knox, Esq., to be the abundant species, as compared with 
the other called the common one, which latter is there but rarely met 
with.

I t  is quite within my own recollection that the Rough-legged 
Buzzard was gsteemed a very rare bird in this country; in fact it is 
only within the laslf few years that it has been so much oftener 
observed as to have become less valuable than previously on account 
of its supposed rarity. I t  is always easily distinguishable by its legs 
being feathered down to the toes, and by the preservation more or 
less, in all varieties, of the white a t the base of the tail, and, in most 
specimens, the white on the middle, and the dark brown patch *on the 
lower part of the breast. I t  has a habit of sitting with its feathers 
much ruffled and loose, which gives it the appearance of being a 
larger bird than it really is.
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Several specimens have been obtained 'in different parts of Ireland 
as recorded by William Thompson, Esq., of Belfast, who, however^ 
considers it extremely rare there. He mentions one as having been 
taken alive about the middle of October, in the year 1831 near 
Dundonald, in the county of Down: the remains of birds, and of a rat 
were found in it on dissection. Two others were seen about the same 
time at Killinchy, in the same county, one of which was shot but 
unfortunately not preserved. Another was shot in the autumn of the 
year 1836, at Oastlewellan, in the same county; and another near the 
end of the year 1837, at Powerscourt, the seat of the Marquis of 
Waterford, in the county of Wicklow. Others in the southern and 
eastern parts of Scotland; and there is now scarce a county in Eng­
land in which one or more have not been procured almost every year 
since attention has been directed to its specific distinction from the 
Common Buzzard, with which species, beyond all question, it was 
before continually confounded.

In  Yorkshire, a number of these birds were obtained near Sheffield 
in the winter of 1839-40. One in 1875, November 16th., at Farnsfield! 
Another at Scarborough in the winter of 1879. Mr. H. Chapman, 
of York, has received some for preservation; and others are mentioned 
by Mr. Denny as having been shot at Garforth, in the year 1833. 
Two are recorded by Arthur Strickland, Esq.; one of them as having 
come into his own possession. I t  had been noticed on the Wolds for 
some time previously, and its flight was described as having a great 
resemblance to that of an Owl. Dr. Farrer reports two ^s having 
been taken in 1840: one of them shot at Clayton Heights, and the 
other trapped at Hawkworth Hall. One was shot at Bilham, near 
Doncaster, now in the possession of the Rev. Godfrey W right, of that 
place, and others near Huddersfield, and at Black Hill, then a rabbit 
warren. For this information I  am indebted to Mr. Allis, of Osbald- 
wick, near York, as well as for voluminous records of the whole of the 
Yorkshire Birds, being in fact the very able paper which he commu­
nicated to the British Association, at their meeting al̂  York, in the 
year 1844. To these valuable documents I  shall H5.ve frequent occasion 
to refer, but this single acknowledgment of the favour must not be
withheld. One, a male, near Burton Agnes, Yorkshire, was shot by
Sir Henry Somerville Boynton, Bart., October 5th., 1869.

Montagu has recorded the occurrence of a few in his time in the 
south 6f England—one of them in Kent, picked up dead on the
coast, in the winter of 1792, in which county another was shot in
the Isle of Sheppy in the year 1844; and Selby several as having 
been met with in Northumberland in the winter of the year 1815; 

v o l . i .  9 h
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one in 1845 in the middle of January, in the parish of Bellingham, 
and one near Wiverton Hall, of which Mr. William Felkm, Junior, of 
Carrington, near Nottingham, has obligingly informed me; one near 
Alnwick, in March, 1828. In  Devonshire, two have been killed near 
Dartmoor up to 1836; one at Egg Buckland in November, 1836. Mr. , 
Doubleday has mentioned more than fifty specimens taken in one 
rabbit warren, in the county of Norfolk. Several also after the great 
storm the end of October, 1880, and three or four near Ipswich in 
Suffolk. One shot, and another seen, at Whittinghame, Haddington- 
shire, in August, 1854; others in East Lothian in 1823, In  Guernsey, 
two at the Island of H em  in 1879.

This bird frequents the more wooded parts of the open country, 
and, if undisturbed, will continue to resort at night to the same tree, 
or the same wood, to roost. The Eough-legged Buzzard remains in 
this country throughout the whole of the year, at least some individuals 
have been met with both in summer and winter. I t  is migratory, 
like the species described in the preceding article, and, as there men­
tioned, even accompanies it in its movements, but whether its flights 
on those occasions are long or short—complete expatriations or mere 
local removes, or 'S ittings/ to use a not inappropriate Yorkshire word, 
is a matter which at present cannot be pronounced upon with certainty. 
They do not always accompany the more extensive caravans of Common 
Buzzards, but sometimes keep to themselves in small flocks of from 
three to five.

I t  would appear that this species is more nocturnal than others of 
the Falcon family in seeking its prey—sometimes hawking even until 
long after sunset, a fact which, in connection with the looseness and 
softness of its plumage, has not unnaturally suggested an approximation 
to the Owl tribe. But, inasmuch as the Harriers approach still nearer 
to them in another respect, if it is to be linked with them, it must 
be by means of an imaginary loop—the links of the direct chain being 
broken, or rather superseded. That a real natural bond of union, so 
to call it, does exist from the highest to the lowest animal in the 
scale of creation, is V ithout doubt to be received as true, but even 
with the materials to his hand, how shortsighted is man to trace it— 
how utterly blind—a mere wanderer in darkness, while all around him 
is light.

The flight of the species before us is, like that of the Common 
Buzzard, slow and stealthy. The bird is easy on the wing, and* passes 
much of its time in hawking for its , food, though it does not con-- 
tinue long at once in the air. Sometimes, however, it will remain 
for a considerable time stationary in a tree, doubtless for the same.

<
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reason that actuates its predecessor (in this work).' In the breeding 
season it has also the like habit of soaring aloft over and around its eyrie

The Rough-legged Buzzard preys on rabbits, leverets, rats, mice, 
moles, frogs, lizards, birds, and insects. When instigated by hunger, 
it has been known to fly at ducks and other such larger game than 
the Common Buzzard aims at. In  general, however, its habit is not 
to pursue its prey if on the wing, but to pounce on any which it 
may suddenly and unawares steal on. A wounded bird it will more 
readily fly after, conscious that it offers more certain success. Meyer 
says that it, like the other species, will rob the Peregrine without 
resistance from the latter.

The note is a loud squeel, somewhat resembling the neighing of a 
foal, but, says Wilson, more shrill and savage.

This species breeds occasionally in this country, and I  am happy to 
be able to mention Yorkshire as the county in which the fact was first 
ascertained, the locality being among the beautiful scenery around 
Hackness, near Scarborough. The nest resembles that of the Common 
Buzzard, being composed of sticks, and but slightly lined. I t  is built 
like ihose of other birds of the Hawk and Eagle kind, either on high 
trees, or precipitous and inaccessible cliffs, mountains, or rocks.

The eggs vary very considerably in colour. Some are found nearly 
entirely white, others of a dingy or yellowish white, more or less 
blotted with yellowish brown; some of a greenish white shade, spotted 
with pale brown; and others with reddish brown. They are from three 
to five in number, but generally four. *

The bird before us, like the preceding one, varies also much in 
plumage, though not quite to so great an extent as it, the brown and 
the white prevailing in different individuals in a greater or less degree. 
The belt on the lower part of the breast, and the white at the base 
of the tail, are the least variable parts, but even these are by no means 
permanent in shape or depth of colouring. Weight, about two pounds 
and a half; length, from about one foot ten inches to two feet, or two 
feet one; bill bluish black, or horn-colour, at the base, and black at 
the tip; it is weak, small in size, much hooked, and has no tooth, but 
only a slight inclination towards one; cere, yellow, or greenish yellow, 
probably according to age; iris, pale yellow, but it occasionally, as is 
likewise the case with the Common Buzzard, is found to vary, and is 
browi^ or greyish white. The space between the bill and the eye is 
covered with short bristly feathers. The head, which is very wide 
and flat above, is light brown, or buff, sometimes yellowish, or 
yellowish white,* streaked with brown. The neck, short, yellowish 
brown, streaked or spotted with a darker shade of the latter in the
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centre of each feather; chin, fawn-colour, tinged with rust-colour; 
throat, fawn-colour, or yellowish white inclining to cream-colour, and 
slightly streaked with brown, sometimes a mixture of fawn and rust- 
colour; breast, brown, with streaks of yellowish white, with spots of 
brown, the lower part being banded with a bar of dark brown; back, 
brown, the feathers being edged with a paler shade.

The wings, which measure from about four feet two to four feet 
three or four inches across, and reach nearly to the end of the tail— 
about an inch short of it—are brown, some of the feathers edged 
with fawn-colour: the third and fourth quill feathers are the longest 
in the wing, the first and second are short. The wings are partly 
white underneath. Greater wing coverts, pale brown, edged with dull 
white, or still paler brown, or yellowish white; lesser wing coverts, 
pale brown, edged with yellow; primaries, brownish black. The tail, 
which is rather long, and slightly rounded at the end, is white a t the 
base, and irregularly barred with deeper or lighter brown near the 
end, which is tipped with white, the general colour being buff white 
on the upper half of the superior surface, and brown on the lower 
half; beneath, the upper half white, the lower greyish brown. In  eome 
specimens there are no indications of bars on either side of the tail 
and others have only a band near the tip on the under side; upper 
tail coverts, white, or buff white, streaked or spotted with brown, and 
edged with yellowish brown; under tail coverts, yellowish white, or 
buff white. The legs are feathered down to the toes—this being in 
fact the Bistinguishing *trait in its character.’ The feathers are 
reddish, tawny yellow, or cream yellow, streaked and spotted with 
brown; toes, dark yellow, and rather short—the outer and middle ones 
are united by a membrane. They are all reticulated at the upper end, 
and have several large scales at the lower end, near the claws; the 
middle toe is said to have seven or eight, the outer one five, and the 
inner and hinder ones four each, but I  must here repeat the remark 
I  have previously made. The claws, black and long, but not much 
hooked. .

The female is considerably larger than the male—the larger measure­
ments given above belonging to her. The lighter parts of the plumage 
are darker than in him, and the under tail coverts are spotted with 
brown. One variety is so very dark as t© appear almost black at a 
little distance, and the legs and bill are darker in proportion, assuming 
an orange hue.

Tetnminck, and after him Meyer, describes a dark mottled variety 
of this species, of which the latter says that the whole head, neck, 
and breast are black, the feathers bordered with reddish white- the
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band above the thighs white, crossed with black lines; the thighs and 
feathered tarsi rufous, crossed with many narrow black bars the black 
occupying rather the great portion; in these specimens the tail is white 
banded near the tip with a broad black bar, above which are four or 
five narrower bars of the same colour. In some of them, the throat 
and sides of the body are quite black, very narrowly streaked with 
yellowish white: these are considered to be the oldest birds. In  autumn 
after moulting, all are darker than in the summer, the plumage having 
become faded.

Montagu describes another variety killed in Suffolk, as having the 
tail of a cream-coloured white, a brown bar, above an inch in length 
near the tip; above that, another, half an inch broad, and above these 
each feather as having a spot upon it  in the middle, resembling, when 
spread, a third bar; the two outer feathers on each side marked with 
a few irregular spots of brown on the outer webs, almost the whole 
of their length. I t  was probably a male, as it measured only one foot 
ten inches in length.

Pennant has mentioned another, shot near London, which had the 
extreme half of the tail brown, tipped with dull white; but I  see 
scarcely any variety in this from the ordinary marking of the bird 
unless it be that there were no bars in the lower—the brown half of 
the tail.

Meyer describes a variety as having the head, neck, and breast, 
black, the feathers bordered with reddish white, the latter with the 
white band crossed with black lines, the feathers of the I9ga rufous, 
crossed with many narrow black bars, the black occupying rather the 
greater portion; the tail, white, with a broad black band near the tip, 
within which are four or five narrow bars of the same colour. In 
some specimens of this variety the throat and spots of the breast are 
quite black, very narrowly streaked with yellowish white.

“  Above the rest,
The noble Buzzard ever pleased me best.”

m  D k t d b n .

ROUQH-LEQGED BUZZARD 53



HONEY BUZZARD. ' , -v ^

BOD Y  M EL, IN  ANCIENT BRITISH .

Perm's apivorus, C u v i e r . Buteo apivorus^ J e n y n s . Falco apivorus, P e n n a n t .

Pem is—A  kind of Hawk (Aristotle). Apivorus. A pis—A  Bee. Voro 
— To devour.

TH IS  species is widely distributed over the earth, being found in 
India, and in various countries of Europe—rarely in Holland, 

unfrequently in France, and also in Turkey, Hungary, Italy, Germany, 
Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Russia, the Levant, and other parts. In  
Asia also, in Siberia. If  the specific English name is to be considered 
as in any way descriptive of the bird it is attached to, it has»been 
well observed by Mr. Macgillivray that the term 'H oney Buzzard9 
should be set aside for 'B ee H aw k/ as the bird does not feed on 
the honey, the produce of the bee, but on the bee, the producer of 
the honey; except therefore by a sort of recondite implication, its 
present name must be considered as a misnomer. There is indeed 
one instance to the contrary recorded by Mr. J . T. Bold, who says, 
that an individual of this species, kept in confinement by Mr. John 
Hancock, 'no t only ate honey, but did so with great apparent relish, 
preferring it to other food/ May it not however, possibly, have been 
thought to be eating the honey-comb, when it was in fact only picking 
it to pieces, or swallowing it accidentally in search of the food which 
its instinct led it to expect to find in it?

One kept in a tame state by Mr. Gordon Joseph Fisher, of Newton- 
on-the-Sea, lived in perfect amity with three Lapwings, a Seagull, and 
a Curlew. The one described by him had a quantity of moss in its 
stomach, which, as he very justly remarks, it had doubtless swallowed 
with the bees which were also found in it; yet no one would therefore 
contend that moss formed part of its food. I t  was observed by Mr. 
Fisher, when very hungry, to swallow pieces of comb with thq larvae 
in it, eating both together in its hurry; but when it was not very 
hungry, it used to pick the insects out, and reject the comb.

I t  is easily tamed, and shews little or none of the fierceness of birds 
of prey.
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In  this country many more specimens of this bird have been noticed 
and procured of late years than formerly, doubtless from more attention 
having been directed to the study of ornithology. Montagu says that 
in his time it was extremely rare, and he describes a specimen which 
was killed at Highclere, the seat of the Earl of Carnarvon, in Berkshire. 
The Rev. Gilbert W hite mentions the circumstance of a pair having 
built in his parish, in Selbome Hanger, (the common name in Berkshire 
for a hanging wood.) Latham had only seen one recent specimen, and 
though Willughby says that it was tolerably common in his time, yet 
he most probably was not speaking with any very great accuracy. A. 
E. Knox, Esq. says that it is more frequent in Sussex than either the 
Kite or the so-called Common Buzzard. I t  will be observed that most 
of the specimens which have occurred have been on the eastern side 
of the island, which seems rather to confirm the supposition, suggested, 
by the nature of its food and the season of the year it has been 
met with, that it is a summer visitant.

In  Yorkshire, a few specimens have been met with in the East and 
W est Ridings, more, it is said, in the neighbourhood of Doncaster than 
in ai^y other part, and it is not unlikely, as there are a great many 
large woods, as I  well know, on all sides of that handsome town. One 
killed near York has the honour of being preserved in the British 
Museum. In  the year 1849, one was obtained at Bridlington-Quay in 
the following curious manner:—The goodman of the house had gone to 
bed, and about twelve o*clock at night, he was disturbed by a beating 
against his window. The noise continuing, he got up, opened the 
lattice, and captured a fine Honey Buzzard, which had been flapping and 
beating against it. One at Flamborough, on the 2nd. of June, 1855- 
In  Lincolnshire one, a male, about the same time, near Louth. In 
Northumberland, one was killed at Wallington, and another in Thrunton 
wood in the same county, in the year 1829, as recorded by the Hon. 
H. T. Liddell, of Eslington House. One shot near Blaydon, two picked 
up dead on the sea shore, and two young male birds shot on the 26th. 
of August, near Hexham. These five last were procured in the year 1841. 
The parents of the latter two were also frequently seen. One near Twizel; 
one a t Cheswick, near Berwick-upon-Tweed. In  Sussex, Mr. A. E. Knox, 
in his pleasant ‘ Ornithological Ram bles/ a book of the right kind, says 
that though rare, a few specimens have been met with—one in Charlton 
forest; one or two near Arundel; one shot in September, in the year 
1845, on Poynings Common; another obtained in the autumn of 1841, 
between Henfield and Horsham; and another shot in the forest of St. 
Leonard, by the • gamekeeper of — Aldridge, Esq.; one near Rye, in 
I860, of which William Dawes, Esq., of Conduit Hall, wrote me word. 

•
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Others in Norfolk, Dorsetshire, and W orcestershire; also in Hereford­
shire at Goodrich Court, and one near Ross, in the summer of 1881, 
as another about three years before: Mr. W . Blake my informant; and, 
though very rarely, in Cumberland, where it has been said to have 
bred in the woods near Lowther. One, also young, early in September, 
1884, near Gunston, Lord Suffield’s place. One was taken, and one 
shot near Yarmouth, in the county of Norfolk, in September, 1841; 
another a t Honingham; one a t Gawdy Hall wood, near Harleston; and 
one at Horning, in 1841, in the same county. One in K ent, in the 
parish of Lydd, and another near Dover, about the year 1845; a few 
others near Tunbridge W ells; two pair in Warwickshire, near Stone- 
leigh Abbey; and one in Suffolk. In  Oxfordshire, a few have been 
recorded by my friend, (if after the lapse of so many years, 'eheu 
fugaces/ I  may still call him so,) the Rev. A. Matthews, of W eston- 
on-the-Green. One of them he describes as having been taken in the 
following singular m anner:— I t  had forced its head into a hole in the 
ground, probably in search of a wasp's nest, and becoming by some 
means entangled, was captured by a countryman, before it could 
extricate itself. In  Devonshire one was trapped the beginning of 
August, 1850, by Lord Morley's gamekeeper, R. A. Julian, Esq., 
Junior, has informed me; and one on Dartmoor about 1848. In  
Cornwall one in the winter of 1866, as recorded by W . K. Bullmore, 
Esq., M.D. '

In  Scotland, three or four in Berwickshire, one of them about the 
month of^June, 1845; also in Caithness.

The Honey Buzzard frequents woods, and especially those in which 
water is to be m et with.

The flight of this b ird  is, like that which is characteristic of 
others of the smaller species of the Hawk kind, silent and swift, a 
gliding through the air without apparent effort, and for the most 
part low. I t  flies generally for only a short distance, from tree to 
tree. W hen on the ground it  has been noticed by several authors to 
run  with g reat rapidity, somewhat in the way tha t a pheasant does.
I t  often remains fo r^ iours together on some solitary tree from which 
a good look out can be kept, and a t such times has been observed to 
erect the feathers of the head into a sort of crest, indicative perhaps 
either of attention or sleep. ,

A lthough it is beyond all question tha t the Honey Buzzard feeds a t 
times on small animals, such as moles and mice, reptiles, birds, lizards, 
and frogs, and small birds, yet I  feel convinced tha t insects are the food 
which is natural to it, and which it  therefore prefers* This is indeed 
conveyed by its Latin name, which happens in this instance, though

•
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circuitously, as before remarked, to be more appropriate than trivial 
names often are. Buffon says that it is itself good eating, but though 
it may be so in comparison with other birds more decidedly carnivorous 
yet the authority of the French author will probably not have much 
weight with English tastes in the matter of the ‘cuisine.’ The lar 
namely the caterpillars, of bees and wasps, found in the combs of 
those insects, are a favourite food with the bird before us.

The one described by Montagu, was skimming over a large piece 
of water, in pursuit it would seem of the insects to be met with in 
such situations, and another, at least a bird which there is every 
reason to believe was of this species, was observed by the Rev Mr 
Holdsworth, skimming for several successive days over a large piece 
of water, called Slapton Ley, in the south of Devonshire, in pursuit 
of dragon-flies, which it seized with its talons; and then conveyed to 
its beak: the one mentioned before, as described by Mr. Liddell was 
shot in the act of pursuing a wood pigeon. Whatever it had fed on 
seemed to have agreed with it, for that gentleman has described it 
as being so excessively fat, that the oil ran from the holes made by 
Die shot, and that to such an extent, as to have rendered it extremely 
difficult to preserve the skin clean for stuffing. Rabbits, young 
pheasants rats, frogs, and small birds, haye been known to form the 
food of those birds, and even fish, when in confinement.

Its note is said to resemble that of the Golden Plover—a plaintive 
sound; and it has another indicative of alarm.

The young, as recorded by W hite of Selbome, are hatched at the
d ° E June' 80 t t a t  the period of nidification must be in the month 

of May, or the early part of June. A female is recorded by J  P 
Wilmot, Esq., in  the ‘Zoologist,’ page 437, as having been shot off 
the nest m  Wellgrove wood, in the parish of Bix, near Henley-on 
Thames, by a gamekeeper of Lord Camoys. The male bird kept in 
the neighbourhood of the nest, and was shortly afterwards shot by 
another of the keepers. The nest itself was also taken with two 
eggs which it contained. The same gentleman also rejates that both 
the pairs mentioned before, as preserved by Lord L e ig h ’s gamekeeper, 
were breeding at the time. The nest of the pair mentioned by

i lughby, contained two young birds; and again, another recorded
y ennant, two eggs. Of .the five specimens which I  have alluded

to as having been found in Northumberland, two were young birds,
evi enfly only just come out of the nest, which was built in a wood 
near the place.

According to W hite of Selborne, the nest of this species is built
rees, in the angle formed by the larger branches, and is flat in 
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shape. I t  is composed of sticks, larger and smaller, and is lined with 
leaves or wool, or probably any soft materials that the birds can 
obtain. I t  sometimes appropriates the old nest of a Kite or other 
bird as its own. '  F oo ls/ says the proverb, '  build houses for wise 
men to live in ;* and the remark it would appear may sometimes apply 
to birds.

The eggs are two or three in number, and of a general dark rusty 
red colour, much blotted with still deeper shades of the same, some­
what like those of the Kestrel in general appearance, but very much 
darker. Others are but slightly dotted over at each end, the middle 
being belted with a dark red band; some are grey, much blotted with 
small spots. Others, again, are described by Temminck as yellowish 
white, marked with large reddish brown patches, and often entirely of 
that colour, or with numerous spots so close together that the white 
is scarcely perceptible.

This bird is of a slender and graceful form, and in many particulars 
fully justifies its separation by Cuvier from the preceding genus. 
W eight, about one pound ten  ounces; length, about two feet, the 
males being rather under, and the females, as presently described, 
considerably over th a t measurement. The bill, which is black, or 
dusky, is small in comparison with those of the other Buzzards, nor 
is it  so strong as theirs. The space between the bill and the eye is 
covered with short closely-set feathers, without hairs, as in most others 
of the Hawk tribe; cere, dusky greenish grey; iris, large and yellow, 
sometimes'inclining to orange in the adult male. The head, which is 
rather flat, is very small, narrowed before, though broad behind, and looks 
still more so from the nature of its plumage, and th is particularly after 
the strikingly wide and large shape of that of the two preceding 
species. This feature gives the bird a very elegant appearance, to which 
the talented engraver of the plates to this work has done admirable 
justice. I ts  colour is a light brownish or bluish ash grey, sometimes 
white or cream white, the feathers in some cases being tipped with 
dark, brown. .The feathers of the neck behind are white for about 
two th irds of their length, and on the sides greyish brown, tending 
downwards to dark brown: sometimes the neck, like the head, is white, 
or cream white, or pale yellowish brown; nape, dark brown, or ash 
grey; chin, whitish, in some specimens white, as are the rest of the 
feathers round the base of the beak; throat, white, or yellowish white, 
with dark brown shaft lines; breast, white, yellowish white, or pale 
yellowish or sometimes pale orange brown, barred transversely with 
broad brown bands and triangular-shaped spots, tinged with rust- 
colour, which are lighter in front, and darker towards the sides: the
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light feathers are tipped with bright brown; back, dark brown shaded 
with grey, or ash-colour, the feathers themselves having a blot of 
darker shade in the centre, and sometimes tipped with white and 
many of them crossed by dusky marks, which cause a series of' bars 
when the wings are closed. The wings are longer than those of the 
true Buzzards, and rounded at the ends; they expand above four feet- 
greater wing coverts, brownish grey; primaries, nearly black. The tail 
is very long, and in this particular, as well as in the length of the wings 
and the smallness of the head, this species shews an approximation to 
the Bates. The tip is brownish white, and the base of the feathers 
white, as is the case with most of the feathers on the body if not 
with all. I t  is of a rather dark brown, tinged with grey, and* barred 
with dark brown, generally two towards the base and one towards the 
end, the latter the broadest, but the bars vary, so that no dependance 
can be placed upon their number, and in some there is no bar at all- 
the middle feathers are the longest; tail coverts, partly white, some­
times white; under tail coverts, varied with yellowish brown and white. 
The legs are rather short, and feathered a little more than half way 
dow n with flat scales, the front ones very large and six in a line and 
on the fore part of the joint five series across of small square ones- 
the lower part is reticulated, and of a dull yellow colour; toes, dull 
yellow; they are covered above with transverse series of scales en­
larging towards the ends, where they change into scntellse, of which 
there are four on the first, three on the second, three on the third 
and four on the fourth. The claws, which are black, are long, rather 
slight, and very acute, but not much curved.

The female is a good deal larger than the male, namely, about two 
feet two inches; the forehead, bluish grey; upper parts of the plumage, 
deep umber brown; under parts, light yellowish red spotted with 
brownish red, sometimes white with dark crescent-shaped spots upon 
a  white ground, and the upper parts barred with brown and grey.

The young are said to resemble the adult birds in colour, but 
W illughby describes them as covered with white* down, spotted with 
black; subsequently the cere is brown; iris, brown; the head white 
spotted with brown; the upper parts deep brown; the feathers edged 
broadly with yellowish brown; the lower parts pale yellowish red or 
yellowish brown, spotted with reddish brown.

. The .Honey Buzzard is subject to very great variety of plumage, 
n the Zoologist/ pages 875, etc., there are figures and descriptions 

given by W . Fisher, Esq., of seven of its varieties gradually 
c anging from a very dark and apparently almost black uniform 
colour, to nearly pure white on the breast and neck, with white
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markings on the wings. One he describes as being almost entirely 
dark brown, with a few light spots about the neck and shoulders, 
and the tail as having three bars of very dark brown—the spaces 
between them being divided by harrower bars of a lighter tin t than 
the former, but darker than the ground colour of the tail itself. A 
second, (described in a postscript, at page 795,) of which the pre­
dominant colour was a light brown, rather darker on the back. The 
feathers round the neck, and also on the breast and legs, had dark 
m argins; the quill feathers, black; secondaries, dark b row n; tertiaries, 
lighter—all these parts exhibiting a beautiful purple gloss; tip of the 
tail, light yellow, barred like the o ther; cere, pale yellow ; iris, grey. 
The third variety in this interesting series had the head, breast, and 
back of a light brown, with streaks and blots of a darker colour. The 
wings, dark brown with light tips; quills, nearly black with ligh t tips. 
The tail, like that of the first described, but more of a yellowish 
brown, tipped with the same. The fourth had the feathers on the top 
of the head and neck of a dark brown, with light tips, giving those 
parts a mottled appearance; round the eye, and between the eye and 
the bill, dark ash grey; a large patch of dark brown on the Breast, 
The wings tipped with light brown, approaching to white on the 
quill feathers and secondaries; tail, as in the bird last described. In  
the fifth, the whole head light ash grey; wings, dark brown tipped 
with a lighter shade of the same; all the under parts white barred 
with brown. The tail, nearly like that of the last, bu t with a fourth 
bar or several patches in the form of a bar, a t the upper end, tipped 
with light yellow brown. The sixth had the forehead w h ite ; breast, 
white, with some patches of b row n; round the eye, and between it 
and the bill, dark ash g rey ; neck, white with some dashes of brown; 
upper part of the wings, white slightly dashed with brow n; secondaries 
and tertiaries, brown tipped with white. The tail, barred with two 
shades of dark brown, and tipped with light brown. The seventh had 
the wings alone tipped with white, as also the secondaries and tertiaries, 
the under parffs without the brown patches, and the dark streaks much 
narrowed. The tail as in the last.

W . K. Bullmore, Esq., M.D., of Falmouth, has sent me the following 
description of an o th e r:—L ength  one foot eleven inches and a half; 
weight, tw enty-three ounces; bill, b lack ,# much curved; base of bill, 
and cere, yellowish g reen ; space between the cere and the eye, covered 
with closely-pressed feathers, white, with darker shafts and cen tres ; 
iris, dark yellow; eyelids, yellow; over the eyes is an indistinct whitish 
m ark; crown of the head, and nape, yellowish white, the bases of the 
feathers white, the centres dark brown, the margins lighter brown;
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throat, brownish white; back, dark purple brown, with a rich purple 
gloss, half of each feather white, its central portion, and towards the 
end fulvous brown with a lighter margin; upper wing coverts, lighter 
brown, with darker longitudinal streaks, the third and fourth quill 
the largest; primaries, black or very dark brown, the first four having 
one deep notch midway down the inner web of each; wings, underneath 
greyish white marked with irregular darker bands; the wings reach to 
half the length of the tail; upper tail coverts, lighter brown, with 
darker longitudinal streaks. Tail feathers with five distinct bands of 
dark brown bars with intermediate lighter ones; underneath the same 
but the shades paler. Tip of the tail cream-colour or brownish white 
the two outer feathers three quarters of an inch shorter than their 
fellows; breast, dark fulvous or chocolate brown, streaked with dark 
brown shafts and lines; under tail coverts, the same. Legs feathered 
half way down; middle toe a little the longest; the hind one stronger 
than the others. In  one described by Montagu, the breast was light 
brown; and in another, described by the Hon. H. T. Liddell, all the 
under part was dark brown. Some have the head of a uniform ash 
grey ; and Mr. A. E. Knox describes two, one of them as having the 
upper part of the head, the wings, and tail of a dark brown, and all 
the rest of the plumage of a beautiful cream white, or light straw- 
colour ; the other as much resembling a Cuckoo in general appearance.

Sometimes the whole plumage is strongly glossed with a purple 
tint. One is described by Temminck, as having the head, neck, and 
all the under parts, yellowish, with dark shafts to the feathers.

“ Love, like a greedy Hawk, if we give way,
Does overgorge himself with his own prey.”

COWLIY.
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KITE. H

BARCUD, IN  ANCIENT B R IT ISH .

GLEAD. PUTTOCK. FO RK-TA ILED  K IT E .

M ilvus regalis, B r i s s o n . Falco m ilvus, L i n n a e u s . M ilvus Ictinus, Sa  v i g n y .

M ilvus vulgaris, F l e m i n g .

M ilvus— A Kite. R egalis— Royal— regal.

T H E  Latin and English names of this species are to say the least, 
inconsistent with each other, the word 'K ite* being equivalent in 

our language to the word craven or coward, and the term 'Royal* lieing 
inseparable from the idea of spirit and bravery. Nevertheless, the ap­
pearance of this bird is certainly stately and handsome, and if his inward 
qualities do not correspond with it, and with the name he can only thence 
have derived, it is no fault of his, he is as nature made him, and well 
it were if #his highest superiors in the scale of creation could all say as 
much. Buffon however asserts that the name 'R oyal* has been given to 
it, not from any supposed royalty in itself, but because in former times 
it was considered royal game.

The K ite is common throughout Europe, being found eveil in very 
northern latitudes. I t  inhabits Italy, France, Switzerland, and Germany; 
is not very uncommon in Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Russia, and is met 
with, though rarely, in Holland. I t  is also found in various parts of the 
north of Africa, and over Siberia and the greatest part of Asia. Olusius 
relates that this bird^was formerly very abundant in the streets of London 
and very tam e; it being forbidden to kill it on account of the use it 
was of, in acting the part of a scavenger.

The K ite is described by authors as being local in this country, and 
strange indeed would it be if it were not. W here is a bird of its size, 
and of its handsome appearance, and which is moreover so easily Vaught 
in traps, and so destructive of game, to remain incognito, or in safety 
in these days? The marvel is that a single specimen survives 'sola 
superstes,* as a living monument of the former existence of its kind. 
In  these times of so-called 'progress* it is however to tys feared that
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even this state of things may not continue—no ‘ Aborigines Protection 
Society exists for the Kite.

In Yorkshire, this bird has been in former times far from uncommon, 
but the following are all that are now on record. About twenty-five 
years ago one was caught in a trap at Edlington wood, near Doncaster, 
and a pair were taken from the nest by Mr. Hugh Reid, of that 
place. One was obtained in Hornsea wood, in 1833, and another in 
Lunn wood, both near Barnsley, in 1844. I t  has been observed, but 
very rarely, near Halifax, and one was seen by Charles Waterton, 
Esq., near Huddersfield. Others by Sir William Jardine, Bart., and 
one by Mr. W. Eddison, shot near Penistone, but there is no notice
that I  am aware of, of any having been met with in the North or
East Ridings. Not far from Alconbury hill, a well-known place on 
the old ‘ Great North* road, (how different in all but name from the 
f Great Northern/)—a locality in which I  perceive that Mr. Hewitson 
records that he has seen it, I  had the pleasure some years ago of 
seeing the Kite on the wing; too striking a bird, when once seen,
not to be easily recalled at bidding before the mind's eye.

In addition to the before-named places, this ‘Royal* bird has been a 
dweller in several parts of Wales, and of Scotland. Many have hitherto 
found a temporary refuge in various parts of the ‘far north.' The waters 
of Loch Awe have reflected the graceful flight of some, and the ‘bur­
nished gold' of Loch Katrine has been darkened by the passing eclipse 
of others. In Sussex it was, says Mr. Knox, indigenous in former 
times, but is now no longer known there, only one near Brighton, and 
one near Siddlesham, having occurred within the last ten years. In 
the New Forest in Hampshire it has hitherto been frequently seen. 
In  the parish of Hursley, near Winchester, it is recorded by W. P. 
Heathcote, Esq., to have been formerly very common, and occasionally 
to have bred there. I t  used also to be seen constantly about the meads, 
but this is many years agone. In Devonshire it seems to be very rare; 
Montagu only observed one there in the course of twelve years; Dr. 
Moore has recorded a few; one was caught on Tjjyjlsworthy warren, 
Dartmoor; one at Widey, in 1831; one at Saltram; and one at 
Sydenham, in 1835. One at Countessbury, near Lynmouth, in April, 
1861, and one near Austen Gifford, in October, 1862. Another at 
Oroome Court, Worcestershire, the seat of Lord Coventry, in January, 
1870. # A few in Durham, Cumberland, where the woods around 
Armathwaite and Ullswater are or were breeding places; Northum­
berland, Westmoreland, Essex, and Hertfordshire; very rarely in 
Gloucestershire—Between Gloucester and Bristol, according to Mr.
Knapp. In  Norfolk one an old male was caught in a trap near Thetford,
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November 16th., 1888. In  Lincolnshire it used to be not uncommon 
in the neighbourhood of Swinhope, as the Rev. R. P. Alington informs 
me; also a t Bradfield, in Berkshire. One was killed at New Romney, 
in Kent, in 1840; one at Lincoln, October 25th., 1851, as Mr. William 
Pelkin, Junior, has informed me. One caught in Blenheim Park, 
Oxfordshire, of which James Dalton, Esq., of W orcester College, Oxford, 
has w ritten me word. In  Cornwall at Trescobeas, Tolvern, Swanpool 
1846, and Pennance 1846. I  was very glad to hear of one seen by 
Colonel Prescott Decies, of Bockleton Court, near Tenbury, W orces­
tershire, May 9th., 1881, of which his daughter Miss R uth Prescott 
Decies wrote me word. Also Mrs. Georgina Pasley, of Moverhill, 
Botley, Hampshire, of a pair there for several years.

I t  is said by J . J . Briggs, Esq., in his catalogue of the Birds of 
Melbourne, (the Derbyshire place of that name,) to be there some­
times seen sailing over the grass fields at a considerable height, in 
a steady and graceful manner; and the Rev. Messrs. Matthews, in 
their catalogue of the Birds of Oxfordshire, say likewise, that a few 
years ago it was so common there, that occasionally two or more 
might be seen a t the same time about its favourite haunts, buf. that 
it has now become very scarce.

In  the Hebrides it appears to be unknown. In  Sutherlandshire it 
is becoming very rare, though formerly common. On the banks of 
Loch Fine it  is said by Sir William Jardine to be more abundant 
than in any other quarter of the country, on Ben Lomond, as also 
in many ^>arts of the western Highlands, Aberdeenshire, Stirlingshire, 
Nairneshire, and Argyleshire, bu t only north of the Forth, being 
almost entirely unknown in the south of Scotland; Gledsmuir (?) Mr. 
Macgillivray says that in the space of eight years only one specimen 
came into the hands of the Edinburgh bird-stuff era. In  Moray, the 
Rev. G. Gordon says that it is sparingly diffused in the more wooded 
districts, that a pair built in 1832, near Cowder Castle, one of which 
was killed. Thomas Edmonston, Esq., Junior, says, that it is an 
occasional straggler in Shetland. One was killed by the gamekeeper 
of G. S. Foljambe, Esq., in the year 1838, on a hill near Rothes.

In  Ireland, it  is stated by Smith, in his history of Cork, which wabig 
completed in the year 1749, to have been a t that time common. Now, 
however, it  is said by William Thompson/ Esq., of Belfast to be known 
only as a very rare visitant. The Rev. Joseph Stopford has sqpn it a t 
Ballincollig Castle, in 1827, and near Blarney. In  the Park of Shanes 
Castle, the seat of Lord O 'Neil, two were seen by Mr. Adams, his 
lordship's gamekeeper, one about the year 1830, land the other in 
March, 1835. Others are said to have been observed in the same

64 KITE.



KITE. oo

park in previous years, and one was once seen by William Ogilbv 
Esq., in the county of Londonderry.

I t  retires in great numbers from tbe north of Europe to Egypt and the 
northern shores of Africa before winter, staying there to breed, and re­
turning again in April to Europe, where it breeds a second time, contrary 
to the nature of rapacious birds in general. I t  remains with us the whole 
year, but may be, and indeed probably is, partially migratory.

In proof of the docility of this species, it may be mentioned that R. 
Langtry, Esq., of Fortwilliam, near Belfast, had a pair brought up from 
the nest, which were given their liberty every morning, and after soaring 
to a great height in the air, used to return and come to call.

The flight of the Kite is rapid, and like several other birds of prey, 
it soars at times to a vast height, and there frequently remains for hours 
together, seemingly in the tranquil enjoyment of its easy exercise: some- 
times it ascends beyond the reach of human vision, doubtless, however, ' 
its sight far excelling ours, it can perceive objects in the ‘vast profound/ 
and at times, it descends from a great altitude upon its prey, with aston­
ishing swiftness. One of the vernacular names of this bird, the Olead 
or Gfed, is derived, according to Pennant, from the Saxon word ‘glida/ 
descriptive of its gliding motion. Wheeling round and round, supported 
on its extensive wings, and guided by the steering of its wide tail, it 
thus by degrees advances, sometimes for a time poising itself in a station­
ary position. If  its nest is attacked or approached, it dashes in a wild 
manner around and near its enemy, supposed or real, with screams, 
either caused by alarm for its young, or intended to excite fear in its 
assailant* When searching for prey, it flies at a moderate height from 
the ground at an elevation of from about twenty to about one hundred 
feet, performing a variety of sweeps and curves, and appearing, as indeed 
at other times, to be not only guided, but almost partially supported, 
by its wide-spread and expansive tail, which it moves about from 
side to side. Buflbn, quoted by Macgillivray, says of its flight,’ ‘one 
cannot but admire the manner in which it is performed; his long and 
narrow1 wings seem immoveable; it is his tail tL-^-Jeftns to direct 
all his evolutions, and he moves it continually; he rises without effort,, 
comes down as if he was sliding along an inclined plane: he seems 
rather to swim than to fly.’ Frequently, however, his flight is unsteady 
and dashing, strongly resembling that of several of the Sea-gulls.

The food of this species consists of small quadrupeds, such as leverets, 
moles, mice, rats, and rabbits; game, and other birds, especially the 
young; as well as frogs, lizards, snakes, worms, insects, and occasionally 
carrion, and it is said by Bewick that it is particularly fond of chickens, 
but that the fury of the mother is generally sufficient to scare it away.
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In  search of these, it, like the Sparrow Hawk, sometimes approaches 
the poultry yard, but doubtless such approaches were far more common 
in former times than now. Montagu, however, in his Ornithological 
D ictionary/ gives an account of one which was so eager in its attem pt 
to obtain some chickens from a coop, that it was knocked down by a 
servant girl with a broom, and he relates that on another occasion, 
one of these birds carried off a portion of some food which a pool 
woman was washing in a stream, notwithstanding her efforts to repel 
him. They have been known to feed on fish, the produce of their 
own capture from a broad river, and will readily devour the reliques 
of a herring or other fishery.

The Kite, like the Buzzards, and unlike the Eagles and Falcons, 
does not pursue its prey, but pounces down unawares upon it.

I ts  note is called by gamekeepers and others its ‘whew, a peculiarly
shrill squeal.

The author of the ‘Journal of a Naturalist,5 has the following curious 
account in his entertaining and profitable book. He says, I  can 
confusedly remember a very extraordinary capture of these birds when I  
was a boy. Roosting one winter evening on some very lofty ekns, a 
fog came on during the night, which froze early in the morning, and 
fastened the'feet of the poor Kites so firmly to the boughs, that some 
adventurous youths brought down, I  think, fifteen of them so secured! 
Singular as the capture was, the assemblage of so large a number was 
not less so; it being in general a solitary bird, or associating only in 
p a irs / fh e  tru th  of this fact has been doubted by some naturalists, 
bu t the late Bishop of Norwich, Dr. Stanley, has brought together 
abundant corroborative instances of a similar kind, which I  intend to 
quote when treating of the birds to which they refer.

In  the breeding season it  is a  common th ing  to witness conflicts 
between the male birds. M ontagu speaks of two which were so 
intent on combat that they both fell to  the ground, holding firmly by 
each others5 talons, and actually suffered themselves to be killed by a 
woodman wlfcHwu>close by, and who demolished them both with his 
b ill-hook/ I t  also a t such times approaches the villages, which a t other 
times it  avoids, perhaps searching for material for its nest. The young 
are defended with some vigour against assailants. The hen sits for 
about three weeks, and during that time ft diligently attended to by the
male bird. ®

The nest is built early in the spring, between the branches of a tall
tree, bu t ra ther in the middle than a t the top, and occasionally on the 
ground in rocky places, and is composed of sticks, lined with any soft 
materials; such as straw, hair, grass, wool, or feathers.^ I t  is flat in
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shapo, and rather more closely compacted than that of some other birds 
of the Hawk family, and is generally built in the covert of a thick wood.
- Ihei eggs of the Kite, which are rather large and round, very much 

resemble those of the Common Buzzard, and possibly this fact may 
afford some confirmatory justification of the juxtaposition of these birds 
The ground colour is a dingy white, bluish or greenish white, or dull 
brownish yellow, and in some instances unspotted at all; in others it 
is dotted minutely over with yellow or brown, or waved with linear 
marks; and in others is’ blotted here and there with brown or reddish 
brown, but especially at the lower end. They are generally two or 
three in number—rarely four.

This handsome and fine-looking bird weighs light in proportion to 
its apparent size, so that it is very bouyant in the a ir : its weight is 
only about two pounds six ounces, or from that to two pounds and 
three quarters; length, two feet two inches, to two feet and a half; bill, 
yellowish, or yellowish brown at the base and edges, and dusky or horn- 
colour at the tip. In  extreme age it all becomes of a yellowish colour; 
cere, yellow; iris, yellow; bristles are found at and about the base of the 
bill'. The head, dull greyish white, light yellowish brown, hoary, or ashy 
grey, with brown or dusky streaks in the middle of each feather along the 
shaft; the feathers are long, narrow, and pointed. In some specimens 
the head is rufous. The feathers of the neck are also long and pointed, 
which gives a kind of grizzled appearance to that part; it is light yellowish 
red in front, each feather being streaked with dark brown, and the tip 
reddish white; nape, chin, and throat, greyish white; breast, p^le, rufous 
brown, each feather with a longitudinal streak of dark brown; back, 
reddish orange, or rufous brown, with dusky or dark brown stripes in the 
centre of the feathers, the margin of each being pale, or dusky, edged 
with rust-colour; the breast is lighter than the back, and specimens vary 
much, in depth of colour in both parts.
^The wings extend to five foot, and, when closed, two inches beyond the 

teil; the quill feathers are dusky black, from the fifth to the tenth dashed 
with ash-colour, with a few dusky bars, and white at the base and on the 
inner webs; the rest are dusky with obscure bars; oxun^ferbiaries some 
are edged with white • the under surface of the wings, near the body, is 
rufous brown with dark brown feathers, edged with reddish brown towards 
the outer part of the wing. The feathers of the greater wing coverts are 
dusky, edged with rust-colour; the two outer primaries, nearly black; the 
other# greyish brown on the outer web, and paler, barred with blackish 
brown, on the inner: the fourth quill is the longest, the third only a little 
shorter, the fifth, nearly as long, the second a good deal shorter, and the 
first much shorter than the second; secondaries, greyish black, or deep 
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brown, shaded with purple, the tips, reddish white, the inner webs more 
or less mottled. The tail is the distinguishing feature in this bird, as the 
legs are in the Rough-legged Buzzard: it is both wide and long, and in 
general, though not always, even in very old specimens, perhaps owing to 
the moult, very much forked. The bird may by it be c challenged} at any 
distance from which it is brought in sight. I ts  upper side is reddish 
orange, or bright rust-colour with white tips, the outer webs being of one 
uniform colour, but the inner barred with dark brown, the outer feather 
on each side the darkest in colour, beneath it is reddish white, or greyish 
white, with seven or eight obscure brown bars. The middle feathers are 
a foot long, the outer ones between fourteen and fifteen inches. The two 
outermost, which turn slightly outwards at the tip, are dusky on the 
outer webs, the first barred on the inner web with the same. The bars of 
the upper surface shew through to the und er: upper tail coverts, rufous, 
or reddish orange; under tail coverts the sam e; legs, yellow or orange, 
short, scaled, and feathered about an inch below the knee. The toes are 
small in proportion to the size of the b ird : the outer and middle ones 
are united by a membrane; claws, black, or bluish black, and not much 
hooked. Q

The female is, as I  have so often had occasion to remark before of 
the Hawks, considerably larger than the male. Length, two feet four 
inches. H er plumage inclines more to grey and orange than his, and 
the larger of the measurements given above belong to her. The feathers 
on her head become gradually more grey, until they fade to a pale 
hoary white. The wings extend to the width of five feet and a half.

The young, when first fully fledged, are of a deep red, especially 
on the back, and the central markings of the feathers are darker and 
larger than in the adult bird; the head and neck are also darker. The iris 
is yellowish brown; the feathers on the back have a tinge of purple; 
the bars on the tail are more distinct, and the colour of it  is darker 
than in the old bird.

In  the young bird of the year the feathers of the head and neck are 
shorter and less pointed, reddish in colour, and tipped with white, the 
back more ruious^tnan in the adult.

After the first moult, the young birds nearly acquire their perfect 
plumage. The central dark markings on the feathers become less, 
and their red edges paler with advancing age.

The varieties of this species as to size and colour, though not 
unfrequent, are unimportant.

“ The wheeling Kite’s wild solitary cry.”.
K e b l e .
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SWALLOW-TAILED KITE.

Elanus furcatus, F leming. M ilvus furcatus, J enyns. Nauclerus furcatus
Gould. Falco furcatus, Wilson.

Elanus— Perhaps from Elaund—To drive or chase. Furcatus__Forked.

TH IS elegant species is very abundant in the southern and south- 
western states of America—to the extensive prairies of the latter 

of which it is peculiarly attached—and becomes much less frequent 
towards the north, particularly on the eastern side of that continent. 

I t  is found also in Peru and Buenos Ayres.
Two specimens only have as yet occurred in this country, driven 

over probably by tempestuous winds. One of them was killed in the 
year 1772, at Ballachulish, in Argyleshire, and the other was captured 
in Wensleydale, in Yorkshire, at Shaw-gill, near Hawes, on the 6th. 
of September, 1805. The ‘ pitiless pelting9 of a tremendous storm, 
and the simultaneous buffetings of a flock of Rooks, drove it to take 
shelter in a thicket, in which it was caught before it was able to 
escape. I t  was kept by the person who captured it for a month, but 
it then made its escape through a door which had accidentally been 
•left open. I t  alighted for a short time on a tree not far off, from 
which it soon afterwards rose upwards spirally to a vast height, and 
then, guided by its instinct, went off in a southerly direction as long 
as it could be observed. These facts are recorded in the fourteenth 
volume of the ‘ Linnasan Transactions/ in a letter from W. Fothergill, 
Esq., of Carr End, near Askrigg, the next town to Hawes. Five others 
since the above was written, are stated to have occurred, namely, one 
near Burlington; one near Helmsley Blackmoor in 18£.l^een by a 
gamekeeper of Lord Feversham; one, Bishop of Winchester’s Park, 
Famham, Surrey, summer, 1833 (‘Zoologist/ 1856, p. 5042); one on the 
Mersey, June, 1843, formerly in Macclesfield Museum (‘Field/ June 22, 
1861); and one Eskdale, Cumberland, April, 1853 (‘ Zoologist/ 1854).

The flight of this bird is singularly easy and graceful, as its whole 
appearance at once indicates. Its airy evolutions are described as being 
most remarkable, its tail directing them in a peculiarly elegant manner. 
They are engaged* in flight, generally, like their miniature effigies, the
Swallows, throughout the day, so that except when on their migrations 

•



they are not easily approached, unless they can be stolen a march upon 
under cover when intently occupied in the pursuit of their prey. If 
one happens to be killed the others a t once flock about it, so that then 
a num ber are liable to fall victims.

The Swallow-tailed Kite always feeds on the wing. In  fine weather 
they soar to a great height in pursuit of large winged insects, which 
seem to form their favourite food; grasshoppers, locusts, cicadae, and 
caterpillars, bees, wasps, and their larvae in the comb, as well as. flying 
insects, being extensively preyed upon by them. They also, however, 
devour small snakes, lizards, and frogs. In  search of their terrestrial 
food, they sweep closely over the fields, and alighting, or rather seeming 
for an instant to alight to secure any which they may have observed, 
bear it  off, and devour it in  the air, feeding themselves with their 
claws. M eyer says that they sometimes take their prey off the branches 
of trees, as they fly along among them.

The note of this species is described by Audubon as sharp and 
plaintive. The pairing time is in the beginning of April, and the male 
and female sit alternately, each in  tu rn  feeding the other. They only 
have one brood in the year. • o

The nest, which is composed of sticks, and lined with grass and 
feathers, is usually built on the top of a tall tree, and the vicinity of 
water is preferred, probably on account of the insects to  be found there.

The eggs are usually two, bu t it  is said sometimes from four to six 
in num ber, of a greenish white colour, irregularly b lo tted  with dark 
brown ak  the larger end. They are laid in the la tter end of May or 
beginning of June.

L ength , one foot eight inches, and from tha t to  two feet, and even 
upw ards; bill, bluish b lack ; cere, ligh t blue according to  Y arrell and 
Meyer, (quoting Audubon,) bu t yellow according to W ilson, and 
covered a t the  base w ith bristles; iris, silvery cream-colour, surrounded 
with a red  ring  according to W ilson, b u t dark according to Y arrell; 
head, crown, neck, nape, chin, throat, and breast, pure white. The 
back, wing%^/which expand to  the ex ten t of upwards of four feet and 
a half, and reach to within two inches of the tip  of the tail, the th ird  
feather being a little longer than  the second, and the longest in  the 
wing,) g rea ter and lesser wing coverts, primaries, and secondaries, 
black, w ith a metallic green and purple J u s tre ; tertiaries, black on the  
outer webs, b u t patched with pure white on the inner. Thec g reater 
p art of the plum age is white a t the base, which sometimes gives the 
b ird  a m ottled appearance. The tail, which consists of twelve feathers, 
is black, glossed with green and purple, and very deeply fo rk e d ; upper 
tail coverts, the same colour; under tafi coverts, white. The legs,
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wtioh are short and thick, and feathered in front half way below the 
knee, are, like the toes, greenish blue, according to Yarrell, but yellow 
according to Wilson: the anterior joints are scutellated. The claws 
which are much curved, the outer one being very small, are dull orange' 
or flesh-colour, according to Yarrell and Meyer, but Wilson says whitish!

There is little if any difference in colour between the male and 
female. The young are at first covered with yellowish down; afterwards 
they assume the distinct divisions of colour of their parents, but do 
not acquire the metallic lustre until arrived at maturity. The outside 
feathers of the tail do not reach their full length until autumn, so that 
it is gradually become more and more forked until then. In 'th e  fol­
lowing spring the whole plumage is complete.

“ And Kites that swim sublime 
In still-repeated circles, screaming loud.”

COWPKB.

BLACK KITE. ’ I

Falco migrans, B o d d a e r t .

Falco To cut with a bill or hook. Migrans—Migratory. •

Q O  long ago as the year 1684 a 'Black Gled’ was described by 
k J  Sibbald as a then bird of Scotland; but I  should think it very 
doubtful if this species was the one mentioned by him under that 
name, though of course it is possible that it may have been. Be 
that, however, as it may, a fine adult male bird was caught the 11th. 
of May, 1866, in the deer park of Alnwick Castle, Northumberland, 
the seat of His Grace the Duke of that county. # **

This Kite is a plentiful species in various parts of the world, and 
in some appears in immense numbers.

I t  breeds, in Europe, in Spain, Portugal, France, Greece, Switzerland, 
Germany, in the southern parts; is found also in Russia, Denmark, 
and hag occurred in Holland. In  Africa, in Morocco and Algiers, 
Nigritia, and near the Cape of Good Hope, in Abyssinia, likewise in 

bnt in this last only, it is thought, en  p a s s a n t. So, too, even 
m Madagascar and Japan. From the mainland it spreads eastwards 
to Palestine, the Caucasus, Persia, Affghanistan, and thence, backwards,



to the “ cold, bitter cold”  of Siberia, and again to Turkey and other 
parts.

I t  is a migratory bird, going northwards in spring, and returning 
to southern regions in autumn. Hence its specific name.

I t  enters towns without fear, and is welcomed for its usefulness as 
a f sanitary officer/

Its  natural haunts are forests and woods, both of higher and lower 
districts.

According to M. de la Fontaine, it repairs daily at the same hour 
to the waters where it uses to feed, following then the course of the 
river, stopping by the way when it perceives any fish, bu t not for 
longer than to capture what it can. I t  darts in after its prey into 
the more shallow parts, seizing such with its claws, and taking it to 
some distance to eat, after shaking the water from its feathers.

I t  appears that fish, frogs, and such like, form the staple of its 
food, but it also takes such insects, birds, and small animals as may 
come in its way, even poultry, when pressed ta  it. I t  seems, however, 
to allow itself to be robbed of what it has got, by crows.

These birds breed in small companies, as well as, if so I  may say, 
in single pairs. The nest is stated to be very small for the size of 
the builders. I t  is built in a tall tree, or among brushwood, or rocks, 
the materials being merely sticks, lined with wool, rags, or any oth'er 
soft materials.

The eggs are said to be generally two in number, of a dull whitish 
colour, #nth blots and spots more or less of ligh t reddish brown or 
brownish yellow, through which are sometimes seen patches of pale 
pink.

The Rev. Canon H . B. Tristram  says, 'This elegant and graceful 
bird exhibits some amusing peculiarities in its nidification. I t  has a 
passion for gaudily-coloured rags, which it assiduously collects and 
hangs in front of and around as well as in its nest. I t  does not 
appear to lay more than three, often only a single e g g /

Lengtbjtt^afyout one foot ten inches; bill, black, the lower one 
yellowish a t the base, the cere yellow; iris, pale greyish yellow, sur­
rounded by a black line. Crown, back of the head, and nape dull 
white, each feather with a streak of dark brown, numerous on the 
front feathers, but wider on the after ones, the whole having a grey 
appearance; chin, throat, and breast, dull brown, each feather with a 
dark stripe bordered by dull white along it; below, it is deep ferruginous 
with a dark line along the shaft of each feather; back, deep brown, 
with a slight tinge of purple, the feathers darker near the shafts than 
at the edges. The wings underneath are tinged with rufous; the first
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JER-FALCON.

quill feathers are dark reddish brown, nearly black; the tertiaries also 
dark, or almost black, reddish brown, but with a gloss of purple- 
greater wing coverts, deep brown, with a gloss of metallic purple the 
feathers darker near the shafts and lighter along the edges. The' tail 
underneath is of a brownish grey colour, barred and mottled with&a 
darker shade. Legs, yellow; toes, yellow; claws, black.

The female is rather larger, and of a darker and more reddish 
colour.

The young have the iris dark, and generally the plumage more 
mottled, each feather ending with a greyish white or ferruginous 
patch. The bands on the tail are less distinct.

I  am indebted to my friend Professor Newton for the account 
which I  have condensed as above.

“  When the Kite builds, look to lesser linen.”
A Winter’s Tale.

JER-FALCONS.
BROWN OR NORWEGIAN JER-FALCON.

Falco gyrfalco, L innjeus. Iceland J er-Falcon. Falco islandicus, Brisson.
Greenland J er-Falcon. Falco candicans, Gmelin. •

C1INCE the remarks on the Jer-Falcon in the earlier editions of this 
work were written, it has been satisfactorily proved that there are 

three recognisable forms or races of this Falcon, viz. (1) the true white 
Jer-Falcon of Greenland, F. candicans, with the ground colour of the 
plumage in the adult pure white, the under parts with little or no 
markings, and the bill pale yellowish horn colour with a bluish tip; 
(2) the intermediate Iceland form, F. islandicus, in whiph fed® ground 
colour is greyish, the under parts well marked, and the bill of a bluish 

.lead colour, and (3) the dark Norwegian race, F. gyrfalco, which is nearly 
as dark as a Peregrine, and of which a plate has been introduced in this 
6 ^ orL ’ ^ i s  is the rarest to ocpur in our islands, not more than two or 
three examples having been secured.

his noble bird may well be regarded as the personification of the 
eau ideal of the true Falcons, at the head of which *it pre-eminently 

s an s. Its  courageous spirit, together with its rarity even in its native 
countries, and the difficulty of procuring it, made it highly estimated 
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in the days of falconry, as it was qualified and disposed to fly at the 
larger kinds of the ‘game* of those days, such as herons and cranes. 
Its  education was indeed difficult, but it was sure to repay the amount 
of patience and perseverance required for training it for the aristocratic 
pastime so highly thought of in olden times.

I  am indebted to J . Me' Intosh, Esq., of Milton Abbey, Dorsetshire, 
for a quaint old treatise on the subject of Hawking, as one of other 
former 'countrey contentments,' but I  am obliged against my will, to 
omit much which I  should be glad, if space permitted, to insert. 
My thanks however are not the less due to him and other obliging 
correspondents.

The hyperborean regions are the native place of this Falcon: thence 
indeed its several names. I t  occurs in the Shetland and Orkney 
Islands, but is considered by Mr. Low, in his ‘ Fauna Orcadensis/ 
to be only a visitant even there, and not a permanent resident. 
Iceland, Greenland, and the parallel parts of North America, Siberia, 
and Northern Asia, are its proper haunts, as also Norway, Russia, 
and Lapland, and it is occasionally met with in the northern parts 
of Germany, and the south of Sweden.

The Je r has been but rarely killed in this country: a few in 
Scotland, and still fewer in England, Wales, and Ireland. But a 
large flight of the Greenland Falcon, so called, occurred on the W est 
Coast of the last-named in June, 1883, and four were had. In  York­
shire, one is said to have been had in the year 1847, in the 
month <rf March: another was shot in the year 1837, March 13th., 
in the parish of Sutton-upon-Derwent, near York, and was kept 
alive for some months by Mr. Allis, of York, after refusing food for 
the first three or four days. Another in the year 1837, in the middle 
of the month of March, on the moors near Guisborough, in Cleveland. 
I t  was a young bird. One was shot in Devonshire, on the Lynher 
river, in the month of February, 1834. Polwhele has also noticed this 
specimen. A  young bird was killed in the parish of Bellingham, in 
Northunrissrlaqd, in the middle of January, 1845. Two are recorded 
by Thomas Edmonston, Jun ., Esq., as having been killed in Shetland, 
where he also says that it is only a straggler. The Rev. J .  Pemberton 
B artlett speaks of it  as 'r a re ' in K ent; one was shot near Margate, 
in the year 1835. One was seen by the Revs. A. and H . Matthews, 
on the 10th. of October, 1847, near Tetsworth, in Oxfordshire, in the 
act of devouring a wood-pigeon. They observed it again a few days 
afterwards near *the same spot. Another had been shot a few years 
previous near Henley-on-Thames; both of these were in immature- 
plumage. Another was caught in  a trap some years ago near Brigg,

74 JER-FALOON.



N O R W E G I A N  J l i R - F A L C O  N



JER-FALCON. r,,l O

in Lincolnshire, on a rabbit warren named Manton Common. I  believe 
one in Pembrokeshire, on the estate of Lord Cawdor; and’ another on 
Bungay Common, in the county of Suffolk; one was shot in the county 
of Northumberland, In  Sussex one, at Balsdean. In  Cornwall two 
at the Lizard and Port Eliot. In  the same year mentioned above* 
one was seen by W. M. E. Milner, Esq., M.P., near Thurso, in Caith- 
nesshire, also one in October, 1863, at Tandlaw Moss, by Mr. Scott 
gamekeeper to His Grace the Duke of Buccleuch; one near Aberdeen- 
and one killed in Sutherlandshire, in the winter of J835. One in 
Rosshire in the summer of 1888. One seen by Mr. Bullock, in Stronsa 
one of the Orkney Islands.

In  Ireland, but three specimens have occurred, (described as being 
of the other supposed species,) one on the wing over a rabbit warren 
near Dunfanaghy, in the county of Donegal; another near Drumboe 
Castle in the same county; and the third in the year 1803, near 
Randalstown, in the county of Antrim, others since: eight in the winter 
of 1833-4.

The flight of the Jer-Falcon, which resembles that of the Peregrine, 
but »  more lofty and swifter, is astonishingly rapid: it has been 
computed that the bird flies, when at its speed, at the rate of one 
hundred and fifty miles an hour. I t  is said to use its wings with 
more action than is required in the sailing motion of some species! 
I t  captures it prey by rising above them, hovering for a moment, 
and then descending upon them and generally with unerring aim; 
not, however, perpendicularly, but with a literal stoop. If it misses 
its first stroke, it again ascends over its victim, and repeats the 
attack.

The food of this species consists of the smaller animals and the 
larger birds, such as hares and rabbits, geese, grouse, partridges, 
whimbrels, curlews, guillemots, ducks, plovers, and other sea and land 
fowl.

The Jer-Falcon breeds not only in the highest and most inaccessible 
rocks, but also occasionally in cliffs which are of lower* ele^adSon, both 
those of the sea coast, and those of inland lakes, and when engaged 
m the task of incubation, is particularly daring in attacking any 
aggressor.

The nest is composed of sticks and roots, and is lined with wool  ̂
moss, s^a-weed, or probably any soft substance suitable for the purpose 
which the builder can procure. I t  is supposed to be in the habit of 
appropriating to itself the deserted nests of other birds. The eggs 
are believed to be of a light yellowish brown colour, dotted with rusty 
red, with here and there an occasional patch of the same; or dull white,



mottled all over with pale reddish brown. They are said to be two 
or three in number.

I t  is impossible not to be struck by the general resemblance of 
this species, especially in plumage, and partially also in shape, to the 
Snowy Owl, its noble companion in the icy regions of the north. 
W hen of full age the whole plumage is white. I  have seen perfectly 
immaculate specimens in the possession of Mr. H ugh Reid, of Don­
caster. The whole plumage is close and well set. Length, from 
twenty-two inches to two feet; bill, rather short, bu t thick and strong, 
much hooked, and of a pale blue or greenish grey colour. Much stress 
has been laid upon the tooth, as it is called, as establishing a specific 
difference, but c me judice5 it is by no means an unfailing mark, being 
worn down by attrition, and varying in different individuals; cere, dull 
yellow; iris, dull reddish brown.

The female resembles the male except in size, being ra ther larger, 
and the spots are broader, especially on the breast and sides. In  the 
young bird the bill is dark blue, tipped with b lack ; cere, b lu ish ; iris, 
dark brown. All the upper parts are of a brown ash-colour; the 
feathers being edged with w h ite : a dark streak descends froj?i the 
corner of the bill down the side of the th roat; all the feathers are 
margined with paler colour. The wings, nearly as long as the ta i l ; 
the under parts brown, gradually becoming white, with large longitudinal 
brown spots; tail, barred with light brow n; legs, greyish blue, or blue 
tinged with yellow; claws, dusky.

In  birds of less mature age, and which are by far the most ordin­
arily met with, the head, crown, and neck, are pure white, or white 
with a few brownish black spots or streaks; the latter is ra ther short 
and thick, a t least in its plumage, in some degree in this respect 
resembling the Owls. The nape, chin,' and throat, pure w hite ; breast, 
white or slightly spotted or lined as the other parts; back, more or 
less spotted and mottled with blackish brown.. The wings are rather 
long, being, when closed, about four inches shorter than the ta il;  the 
second and third, and the first and fourth quills are respectively of 
nearly equal leng th ; primaries, white, their tips dark and narrowly 
edged with w hite; larger and lesser under wing coverts, pure white.

The tail, long, and slightly rounded at the end. In  some specimens 
it is white, and in others is barred alternately with blackish brown and 
white, or greyish w hite; the outer feathers are about half an inch 
shorter than those in the cen tre ; tail coverts, white. The legs, b righ t 
yellow, or bluish grey, according to a g e ; (Montagu says bluish ash- 
colour, and Bewick pale blue, bu t this is in the young b ird ;) they are 
short and robust, feathered more than half way down, and covered in
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front transversely with oblong scales, and behind with small round 
scales; toes, yellow, and covered with small scales; the second and 
fourth are nearly equal in length;, the third the longest; the hind 
one the shortest; underneath they are very rough. The claws bla k 
and strong; the hind on© being the longest.

I t  is believed that all, or nearly all, the true Falcons, assume the 
full adult plumage at their first moult, which for the most part takes 
place when they are between three quarters of a year and a year and 
a quarter old. The young birds may be told by the markings on 
their feathers being lengthwise, and in the full-plnmaged birds crosswise.

Montagu describes a bird, which he says appears to be a variety 
of this species, as follows:—‘I t  is white, with a few scattered spots 
of dusky black on the upper part of the body, and the head streaked 
with the same; the wings^and tail, black, the latter with a band of 
white at the end, and a little white at the base; the quills slightly 
tipped with white; the secondary quills and under coverts, elegantly 
barred with black and white. The wings were very short in proportion 
to the size of the bird, for if the primary quills had been closed, they 

■ would.certainly not have reached near the end of the tail/

“ Ne is there Hawk, that mounteth on her pearch,
Whether high towering, or accoasting low 
But the measure of her flight doth know,
And all her prey and all her dyet know.”

S p e n s e b . »

PEREGRINE-FALCON.

HEBOG TRAMOR, HEBOG GWALcfe ? HEBOG GWLANOG? CAMMIN, —

IN  ANCIENT BR IT ISH . #

Falco peregrinus, L a t h a m . F l e m i n g . Falco communis, L a t h a m . S e l b y .

% Falco—To cut with a bill or h®ok. Peregrinus—A stranger or foreigner—
a travell^* from a distant country.

TH E Peregrine-Falcon has always been highly prized both living and 
dead, in the former case for its value in falconry, on acoount of its 

lofty flight, great speed, and grandeur of stoop, courageous spirit and
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docility, combined with confidence and fearlessness, and in the latter 
for its handsome and fine appearance. I t  used to be trained for flying 
a t Herons, Partridges, and other large birds, and in the time of K ing 
Jam es the F irst as much as a thousand pounds of our money was 
once given for a well-trained ‘cast* or pair. I t  comes to a certain 
extent to know its keeper, and Mr. Knox, in his 'Gram© Birds and 
W ildfowl/ gives a curious instance of this.—Two of these birds trained 
by Colonel Johnson, of the Rifle Brigade, were taken by him on board 
ship on his voyage across the Atlantic, and were daily allowed to fly. 
One of them at last was lost, but, it seems, made its way to a schooner 
also crossing to America, and was detained by the captain, who refused 
to give it up; but on its being finally arranged that if  it showed 
any knowledge of its former owner he should again have it, it most 
unmistakeably proved his right to it, as soon as ever the door of the 
room was opened and it was brought in where he was, flying a t once, 
to his shoulder, and showing every sign of affection and delight. I t  
is a bird of first-rate powers of flight, and from its frequent exertion 
of those powers has derived its name. I t  has very often been seen 
crossing the Atlantic a t a great distance from land.

The Peregrine is widely distributed, being found throughout the 
whole of N orth America, and in parts of South America, even as far 
south as the Straits of Magellan, and northwards in Greenland; in 
Africa, a t the Cape of Good Hope; in most countries of Europe, 
particularly in Russia, along the TTralian chain', Denmark, Norway, 
Sweden' and Lapland; in Siberia and many parts of Asia; and also 
in  New Holland. The rocky cliffs of this country have hitherto afforded 
it a comparative degree of protection, bu t ‘protection’ seems exploded 
—explosion in fact sounding the knell of the aristocratic Peregrine.

Strange to say these birds have been known to take up a temporary 
residence on S t. Paul's Cathedral, in London, anything but ‘far from 
the busy hum of m en / preying while there on the pigeons which 

- mak<x^it their cote, and a Peregrine has been seen to seize one in 
Leicester Square.

In  Yorkshire, the Peregrine has had eyries a t Kilnsea Crag and 
Arncliffe, in W harfedale, in Craven, as also near Pickering, and on 
Black Ham bleton; so too in the cliffs of the Isle of W ight, in which 
even now they have four or five eyries, fiamely, Fresh-w ater Cliff, Main 
Bench, Culver Cliff, Shanklin Chine, Black Gang Chine, and Shale Bay, 
as well as in those of Devonshire and Cornwall, and it  still breeds on 
Newhaven Cliff, and the high cliffs which form Beechy Head, in Sussex. 
A  pair have been in the habit of building there for the last quarter 
of a century: three young birds were taken from the nest in 1849,
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and came into possession of Mr. Thomas Thomcroft, of Brighton, who in 
his letter to me describes them as very docile and noble: such they 
are indeed described to be by all who have kept them. Another pair 
built on Salisbury ‘Cathedral in 1879. The Bass Rock in the Firth 
of Forth has been another of its breeding places; also the shore hard 
by and the cliff on which Tantallon Castle stands; the precipice of 
Dumbarton Castle; the Isle of May; the Yale of Moffat, in Dumfries­
shire ; many of the precipitous rocks of Sutherlandshire; Moray Firth, the 
coast of Gamrie, and the neighbourhood of Banff and St. Abb's Head- 
the borders of Selkirkshire, Loch Cor, Loch Ruthven, Knockdolian* 
in Ayrshire, Caithnesshire, Ailsa, Ballantrae, and Portpatrick, in Scot­
land; and in Shetland it is the most common of the larger rapacious 
birds. In  the Hebrides it is rare—more frequent in the Orkneys; 
also in Guernsey and Sark. They used to breed at Orme's Head, 
Llandudno, and Rhiwleden; so too in the Isle of Man.

In  Yorkshire, many of these birds have at different periods been 
shot, some at Nutwell and Flamborough, also one in Home Carr Wood 
near Barnsley. One in Brackendale Wood, near Burlington, May 10th.,
1856* Three specimens have been procured in the neighbourhood of 
Falmouth, of which W. P. Cocks, Esq. has obligingly sent me in­
formation; others also. In  Sussex, the Peregrine has been occasionally 
met with inland: sometimes near Petworth, Burton Park, Lewes, 
Chichester, Arundel, Seaford, Pevensey, Shoreham, and Rye, but 
seldom on the Weald. In  Kent one was shot at Doddington, Mr.
Chaffey of that place informed me, in 1849. Two curious instances of 
the obtaining of the Peregrine are mentioned by A. E. Knox, Esq.: 
one was caught in a net with which a person was catching sparrows 
from under the eaves of a barn, and the other was shot by a farmer, 
after it had dashed at a stuffed wood-pigeon, which he had fixed up 
in a field as a lure to decoy others within shot. I  am informed by 
my friend, the Rev. R. P. Alington, that it is not uncommon in the 
spring in the neighbourhood of Swinhope, in Lincolnshire. One^ a —-
shot near there a few years since by Thomas Harneis, Esq., of JJawerby 
House. Another at Cleethorpe by Mr. George Johnson, of Melton 
Ross, and one was shot at Sutton, near Alford, September 16th., 1867.
I t  has also been known on Manton Common. In Bedfordshire one 

|  was shot at Ashley wood, near Woburn Abbey, by John White, one 
of the gamekeepers of His Grace the Duke of Bedford. Others have 
been met with in Worcestershire—one in 1849: some on Dartmoor, in 
Devonshire, and one was caught in a trap at Mutley, in 1831. In 
Derbyshire one was taken on the 25th. of November, 1841, on Mel­
bourne Common. I t  was caught together with a crow in which it
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had stuck its talons. I t  would appear, however, from the account given 
of it by Mr. J . J .  Briggs, to have been a trained bird that had wandered 
away. One was also shot in the year 1840, near Barro w -upon-Trent: 
two near Leicester in January, 1879. The Peregrine has been in the 
constant habit of breeding on Caldy Island on the coast of Pembroke­
shire, as I  am informed by Edward K. Bridger, Esq.; also near the 
Great Orme's Head, Llandudno in Carnarvonshire, as also at Holy- 
head; and near St. Anthony in Cornwall. Pennant has recorded a 
locality for it on the coast of Carnarvonshire. In  the Island of Hearn, 
Guernsey, three in 1879. In  Oxfordshire at Parnborough, Aynhoe, 
Cropredy, and elsewhere, the last, so far in the year 1875. Of these 
I  have been informed by C. M. Pryor, Esq., of The Avenue, Bedford, 
to whom I  am also indebted for notices of many other rare birds in 
that County, of which mention will be found in these volumes.

In  Ireland it has had, according to William Thompson, Esq., of 
Belfast, many eyries in the cliffs of the four maritime counties of 
Ulster, as well as some in other parts; in Antrim no fewer than nine, 
three of them being inland, Glenariff, Salah Braes, and the Cave-hill. 
So also at Me A rt's  fort, three miles from Belfast, Fairhead and 
Dunluce Castle, the H orn in Donegal and Knockagh hill near Carrick- 
fergus, the Gobbins a t the northern entrance to Belfast Bay, where 
two pair built within a mile of each other—a very unusual circumstance; 
likewise Tory Island, off Donegal, the Mourne Mountains in  the county 
of Down, Bray H ead in that of Wicklow, the cliffs over the Killeries 
in GalwSy, Bay Lough in Tipperary, the Saltee Islands, W exford, the 
Blasquet Islands, Kerry, Ardmore and Dunmore in W aterford, Howth 
near Dublin, and the sea coast cliffs of the county o f «Cork. I  had a 
pair alive which came from Rathlin Island, off the north coast of Ireland. 
They breed annually in Shetland and Orkney, and also occur, bu t less 
frequently, in the Hebrides.

W hether the Peregrine is partially m igratory in th is country, seems 
^ . . .a td ^ g s e n t  not to have been ascertained. I t  appears to be thought that 

the o la b ird s  nemain about their haunts, while the young ones, after 
their expulsion from the nest, are compelled to wander about.

I t  is a shy species, and difficult to be approached. I t  retires to roost 
about sunset, choosing the high branch of a lofty tree, or the pinnacle 
of a rocky place. f Sometimes he is sedh in the open fields, seated 
upon a stone, rock, or hillock, where he quietly waits, watching for 
his prey.' *He displays both courage and address in frequent contests 
with his equals/

I ts  flight is extremely rapid, and is doubtless w eirdescribed by Mac- 
gillivray, as strongly resembling th a t of the Rock Pigeon. I t  seldom
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,V,;. soars or sails after the maimer of the Eagles and Buzzards I t does

■  S° ;>1l ee v1 °CCaS10Daily' but ltS USUal mode of % ing is near the ground w^h quickly repeated beating of its wings. Montagu hna J  F s T t
■  * e  rate of its flight at as L c h  as somf

hour and Colonel Thornton at about sixty miles. An average of one 
hundred may I  think be fairly estimated. Meyer says that it never 
strikes at prey near the ground, through an instinctive fear of beW  
dashed to pieces; but the contrary is the fact, its upward sweep pre 
serving it generally from this danger. The recoil, as it were, of the 
blow which dashes its victim to the earth, overpowers in itself the 
attraction of gravity, and it rises most gracefully into the air until it 
has stayed the impetus of its flight. Instances however have been known 
where both pursuer and pursued have dashed against trees, or even a 
stone on the ground, in the ardour of pursuing and being pursued 
and each has been either stunned for the time, or killed outright bv 
the violence of the blow. Sometimes, in pursuit of its prey the 
Peregrine will '  tower’ upwards until both are lost to sightf In the 
breedmg season also, both birds may now and then be seen soaring 
and qjrcling over the place chosen for the nest, and at this period thev 
will seize and hold and convey off to their young the prey they have 
struck, not dashing it to the ground, a quarry not too large being 
accordingly singled out. They will at times attack even the ' Eagle 
On alighting they often quiver the wings and shake the tail in a 
peculiar manner, and when standing frequently nod or bow down the 
head quickly. They are fond of basking, lying down at full length on 
the ground, and at times resting in a perfectly sitting posture, with 
the legs flat under them.

The food of the species before us consists principally of birds such 
as the larger and smaller sea-gulls, auks, guillemots, puffins, larks, 
pigeons, ptarmigan, rooks, jackdaws, woodcocks, land-rails, wild geese, 
and even at times the Kestrel, partridges, plovers, grouse, curlews" 
teal, and ducks; but it also feeds on hares, rabbits, rats, and r ^
small quadrupeds, as well as at times on larger ones, such it is said, 
though but seldom, as dogs and cats, and also occasionally, it has 
been stated, on fish. I t  appears to have an especial "penchant5 for the 
snipe. The plumage of its feathered game is carefully plucked off 

• before they are eaten. I t  is *said to harass the grey crows, but not 
to use £bem for food. Some cases have been known of Peregrines 
having fallen into the sea, and been drowned, together with birds 
which they had struck when flying over it: the more remarkable'as 
the prey so seized* were only small, and far inferior in size to them­
selves: probably they had been in some way hampered or clogged, 

vol. i .  * M
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as a good swimmer may be by a. drowning boy, so tb&t although, if 
they had fallen on the land, they might have extricated themselves, 
yet such opportunity has been lost by their mischance of dropping 
into the sea, and they have met with a watery grave. I t  is said that 
in general they abstain from striking their game over water, in view 
of such a slip. They are more successful, as m ight be supposed, in 
chasing a quarry up the side of a hill or mountain than downwards, 
the latter case giving the bird of inferior power of flight a comparative 
advantage. A  black grouse, a bird equal to itself in weight, if not 
heavier, has been found in the nest of one of these Falcons, with 
which it had probably flown several miles. Sometimes, if it finds a 
bird which it has struck down too heavy to carry away, it  will drop 
it, and seek another in its stead. I t  seldom visits the poultry yard. * 
I t  is said to overpower even the OaperCailie. Its  clutch is less fatal 
than its stroke: it has been known to bear away birds for a long 
distance in its claw, without serious injury.

This bird has frequently been seen to stoop upon and carry off game 
immediately before sportsmen, both such as had been shot at and killed, 
and others which were being followed. I t  takes its prey as well by 
pursuit, as by a sudden descent upon it. I t  seldom follows it into 
cover. Sometimes, for what reason it is impossible to say, it has been 
known to strike down several birds in succession, so a t least I  have 
seen it s ta ted ; before securing one for its food. One instance however 
is recorded where having killed, and being in the act of devouring one 
bird, it  ̂ chased and caught another of the same kind, still holding the 
former in one claw, and securing the latter in  the other. The Peregrine 
has been known to cut a snipe in two, and in like manner to strike 
off the head of a grouse or pigeon, 'a t  one fell swoop.’ The sound of 
the buffet may be heard at a considerable distance. I t  is said that 
all the Falcons crush and destroy the head of their prey before devouring 
them. The Peregrine will, as I  have already mentioned, occasionally 
kill and eat the Kestrel, though a bird of its own tribe. In  confinement 
it hasSieen known to do the same, and on one occasion to devour a 
Merlin, which it had slain. Two instances are recorded also of their 
killing and eating their partners in captivity. On both occasions the 
female was the cannibal, but in the latter of the two she died a few 
days afterwards, from the effects of the e wounds she had received from 
the male in his self-defence. They soon become quite a t home in 
confinement.

I t  is very curious how these and al] the others birds which form the 
food of the one before us, live in its immediate vicinity, without any
apparent fear or dread. They seem patiently to 'b ide their tim e/ and

0
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take their chance of being singled out from their fellows. Perhaps 
with equal wisdom to that of the followers of the Prophet, they are 
believers in fatalism, and, content with the knowledge that whatever 
is, is, and whatever will be, will be, live a life of security, and resign 
it at the 'fiat*, of the Peregrine, as a matter of course. This applies 
to cases where both are residents together; where however, strange to 
say, the Peregrine is only a straggling visitor, his presence but for a 
day or two has the effect of dispersing the flocks of birds which had 
been peacefully enjoying themselves before his arrival. Its mode of 
striking its prey has been variously described. I t  has by many been 
supposed to stun its victim by the shock of a blow with its breast 
and by others it has been known to rip a furrow m its quarry com­
pletely from one end of the back to the other, with its talons, not the 
bill. In  the former case it is said to wheel about, and return to pick 
up the quarry it has struck. I t  is, as may be supposed, the terror of 
all it pursues, which, rather than venture again on the wing while it 
is in the neighbourhood, will suffer themselves to be taken by the hand.

In  the pursuit of birds near the sea, the Peregrine frequently loses 
them* by their seeking refuge on the water, where they are safe for 
the time from his attack. If they leave it for the land, they are again 
pursued, and most interesting chases of this kind have often been 
witnessed: they end either in the Hawk catching the bird before it 
can reach the water, or in its being tired out by its perseverance in 
thus keeping him at bay. Conscious of the disadvantage it is at on 
this element, it but very rarely indeed attempts to seize pr3y when 
upon it; it has however been known to carry off a razor-bill or 
guillemot from a flock in the water, and bear it away to its nest. The 
mention of this bird may introduce the following anecdotes related by 
Montagu:—‘A writer in a popular periodical describes one pursuing a 
razor-bill, which instead of assaulting as usual with the death-pounce 
of the beak, (This is a mistake; the quarry is struck with the talons 
always,) he seized by the head with both his claws, and made 
the land, his prisoner croaking, screaming, and struggling lustily; but 
being a heavy bird, he so far over-balanced the aggressor, that both 
descended fast towards the sea, when just as they touched the water, 
the Falcon let go his hold and ascended, the razor-bill as instan- 

• taneously diving below/ A* sea-gull has been known to beat a 
Peregrine in a fair f(l)ight, baffling him by its frequent turnings, in 
the same way that a white butterfly by its zigzag motion escapes a 
sparrow.

Feeding as the» Hawks do, on birds and animals, they have the 
habit, partaken of likewise by several other genera of birds, of casting .
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up the indigestible part of their food, which in the present case 
consists of fur and feathers, in small round or oblong pellets.

The note of the Peregrine is loud and shrill, bu t it is not often 
heard except in the beginning of the breeding season.

I t  builds early in the spring. The young are hatched about the 
first week in May. If  one bird is shot, the other is sure to return . 
with a fresh mate, and that without loss of time, generally within 
the brief spaoe of twenty-four hours. Who can explain the instinct 
that guides the widower or widow, or trace the hand of the over­
ruling power that supplies the loss? A female bird which had been 
kept in confinement, has been known to pair with a wild male. She 
was shot in the act of killing a crow, and the fact was ascertained by 
a silver ring round her leg, on which the ow ners name was engraved. 
The female while sitting is heedless of the appearance of an enemy, 
but the male, who is on the look out, gives timely notice of any 
approach, signifying alarm both by his shrill cry and his hurried 
flight. They defend their young with much spirit, and when they are 
first hatched, both birds dash about the nest, in such a case, in 
manifest dismay, uttering shrieks of anger or distress: a t times*.they 
sail off to some neighbouring eminence, from whence they descry the 
violation of their hearth, and again urged by their natural ‘s to rge/ 
re-approach their eyrie, too often to the destruction of one or both of 
them. In  either case, however, the situation being a good one, and 
having been instinctively chosen accordingly, is tenanted anew the 
following spring, by the one bird with a fresh mate, or by a new 
pair: the same situation is thus resorted to, year after year. In  the 
latter part of autumn, when the young birds* education has been 
completed, so that they are able to shift and forage for themselves 
they are expelled by the old ones from the parental domain, as with 
the homely robin. The young are sometimes fed by the one bird 
dropping prey from a great height in the air to its partner flying 

^ ^ ^ ^ U j t t h e  nest, by whom it  is caught as it falls. I t  would appear 
tha t both birdg sit on the eggs.

The nest, which is flat in shape, is generally built on a projection 
or in a crevice of some rocky cliff, sometimes in Church towers. I t  is 
composed of sticks, sea-weed, hair, and other such materials. Some­
times the bird will appropriate the old. nest of some other species, 
and sometimes be satisfied with a mere hollow in the bare ropk, with 
occasionally a little earth in it. I t  also builds in  lofty trees.

A simple bu t ingenious way of catching the youtig of these and 
other Hawks, is mentioned by Charles S t. John, Esq., in his enter- 

. taining ‘Tour in Sutherlandshire.’ A  cap, or ‘bonnet* is lowered
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V ‘over the border’ of the cliff, down upon the nest; the yonns- birds
strike at, and stick their claws into it, and are incontinently hauled 
up m triumph. J

The .eggs are two, three, four, or, though but rarely, five in number 
# a.nd ra tter inclining to rotundity of form. Their ground colour is 

light russet red, which is elegantly marbled over with darker shades 
spots, patches, and streaks of the same, or freckled with dull crimson 
or deep orange brown; sometimes with a tint of purple, or the end is 
thus marked, the remainder being the ground colour of pale yellowish 
white. As many as four young have been taken from one nest. When 
this is the case, one is generally much smaller than the rest. In one 
instance, however, all four were of equal size; and, moreover, which 
is still more unusual, and perhaps accounts for the fact just mentioned,
all females—a proportion being generally preserved. Incubation lasts 
three weeks.

The Peregrine varies more in size than perhaps any other bird of 
prey; sometimes it is nearly equal to the Jer-Falcon. I t  varies also 
in colour, but the band on the sides of the throat is a permanent 
characteristic. Its  whole plumage is close and compact; more so t.W-n
that of any other British species of Hawk. I t  is a stout and strong- 
looking bird.

Male, weight, about two pounds; the Rev. Charles Hudson, of 
Marton Hall, near Burlington, wrote me word of one, perhaps a 
female, shot at Buckton in April, 1879, which weighed' two pounds 
and a half. Length, from fifteen to eighteen or twenty incites; bill, 
bluish black at the tip, and pale blue at the base; cere, dull yellowish- 
iris, dark hazel brown; the feathers between the bill and the eye are 

v of a bristled character; head, bluish black, sometimes greyish black, 
and at times brownish black; neck, bluish black behind, more or 
less white in front, in some specimens with, and in others without 
kspots: a dark streak of bluish black from the mouth, often called the 
moustache, divides it above; chin and throat, white or p a le^V ^  S  
colour; breast, also above, white, cream white, or rufous white accord­
ing to age, the white being the later state, mottled with spots and 
streaks; below and on the sides, ash grey, lined lengthways, and 
barred across with dark brown; back, deep bluish grey or slate-colour, 
shaded off into ash grey, and, more or less clearly barred with greyish, 
black: gome specimens are darker, and others lighter, according to age, 
the bars becoming narrower as the bird gets older.

The wings are very long and pointed, extending when closed to from
an inch to within nearly half an inch of the end of the tail: the second
quill is the longest, and the first nearly as long, the third a little shorter; •

*
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greater and lesser wing coverts, bluish grey, barred as the back; 
primaries and secondaries, dark ash-coloured brown, barred on the inner 
webs with lighter and darker rufous white spots, and tipped with dull 
white; tertiaries, ash-colour, faintly barred; greater and lesser under 
wing coverts, whitish, barred with a dark shade. The tail, slightly 
rounded, bluish black, or bluish, tinged with yellowish grey, barred 
with twelve bars of blackish brown, the last the widest, and the others 
gradually widening towards it; upper tail coverts, bluish black, barred 
as the back; under tail coverts, ash grey, barred with dark shades; 
legs, dull yellow, short and strong, feathered more than half-way down, 
and scaled a ll’round; the scales in front being the largest; toes, dull 
yellow, very long, strong and scaled, and rough beneath; the second 
and fourth are nearly equal, the hind one the shortest, the th ird  the 
longest, and the third and fourth united by a membrane at the base; 
claws, brownish black or black, strong, hooked, and acute. W hen 
perched the birds often sit with the inner toes of each foot crossed the 
one over the other.

The female is larger by comparison with the male than even is the 
case with other Hawks. The dark parts of the plumage are darker, 
and the dark markings larger: I  have seen one nearly black in general 
appearance, they decrease with age. Length, from nineteen to twenty- 
three inches; cere, dull yellow; iris, dark brown, space surrounding the 
eyes dull yellow; head, deep greyish brown; neck, in front yellowish 
white, with longitudinal marks of deep brown, and on the sides and 
behind greyish brown; the streak on the sides is dark brown; throat, 
yellowish white, marked longitudinally like the neck; breast, brownish 
white, or yellowish white, with bars of deep brown or greyish black; 
it is altogether more inclined to rufous than in the male, with less 
grey; the longitudinal spots come higher up, and the transverse spots 
and bars are broader and more boldly marked, and deeper in hue: 
back, deep brownish grey, or bluish grey, barred less distinctly than, 
in the male with grey.

T h ew in g s  expand to the width of three feet eight or nine inches, 
the quill feathers are of a deep greyish brown or brownish black colour, 
or varying as the back, spotted on the outer webs with ash grey, and 
on the inner ones with cream-colour; the first quill has a deep indentation 
near the tip of the inner web; greater aijd lesser wing coverts, blackish 
brown, with bars of grey on the outer webs, and spots of reddish 
white on the inner; secondaries, tipped with whitish; greater and lesser 
under wings, coverts white, barred with black. The tail has eighteen 
bars of ash grey and deep brown alternately; those *of the latter colour 

0 are the broader; the tip is brownish white; the bars on the tail are
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more distinct than in the, male bird. Upper tail coverts, bluish erev 
barred with greyish black.

The young are at first covered with white down: when fully fledged 
the bill is dull pale blue, darker at the tip; cere, greenish yellow 
iris, dark brown. Forehead and sides of the head, yellowish white* 
or pale rufous; head on the crown, blackish brown, with a few white 
feathers at the back; neck, behind, yellowish white with dusky spots; 
chin, yellowish white; throat, white; the band on the side of it blackish 
brown; breast, reddish white, or pale reddish orange, darkest in the 
middle, with longitudinal markings of a dark blackish brown colour, 
and the centre of each feather the same; back, brownish black shaded 
with grey, the feathers edged with pale brown or rufous. The quill 
feathers of the wings are blackish brown, spotted with brownish white 
on the inner webs, and tipped with the same; tail, blackish or bluish 
brown, barred and tipped with brownish red, or reddish white, greyish 
towards the base; legs and toes, greyish or greenish yellow: as the 
bird advances towards maturity a bluish shade becomes observable on 
all the upper parts, while the lower parts become more white, and the 
dark ^markings smaller, as well as more inclined transversely than 
longitudinally.

Sir William Jardine describes a variety in a state of change, as 
having the upper parts of a tint intermediate between yellowish brown 
and clove brown. The tail, instead of being barred, had an irregular 
spot on each web of ochraceous where the pale bands should be, and 
the longitudinal streakings of the lower parts wood brown, instead of 
the deep ruddy umber brown seen generally in the young.

u Who checks at me to death is dight.”
Marmion,
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HOBBY,

HEBOG Y R  H EDYDD, IN ANCIENT B R IT IS H .

Falco subbutco, P e n n a n t . M o n t a g u . B e w i c k . F l e m i n g .

S e l b y . J e n y n s . G o u l d .

Falco—To cut with a bill or hook. Subbuteo, a diminutive of Buleo— 
A Buzzard.

T O my very dear friend, the Rev. R. P. Alington, of Swinhope 
Rectory, Lincolnshire, I  am indebted for the original drawing of 

the bird before ns; and many others from the same skilful hand will 
adorn the pages of the present work, in  attitudes entirely new and 
striking.

The Hobby is a spirited and daring hawk, and very determ ined in. 
pursuit of its game, so that it was formerly much esteemed in falconry, 
and used accordingly for flying a t the smaller birds. I t  may easily 
be trained to do so, and becomes very tame when kept in confinement. 
I t  has been known to dash through a window into a room, at a bird 
in a c^ge; and will occasionally follow sportsmen, and pounce upon 
the small birds put up by tho dogs.

'Though a well-known bird,5 Mr. Yarrell correctly says, 'i t  is not 
very numerous as a species/ I t  is, moreover, from its wild nature, 
difficult to be approached, and when met with within shot, it  is 
generally when off its guard, in pursuit of its prey.

The Hobby is found throughout Europe, occurring in Astrachan, 
Norway, Sweden, Russia, Kamtschatka, Finland, Lapland, Spain, and 
maSy^other parts of this continent, and is also known in Africa, and 
in Asia, in Siberia, China, Persia, Palestine, and India—in the latter 
widely distributed, in the former near the Cape of Good Hope, in 
Egypt, Morocco, and no doubt in other districts also; so too in the 
Canaries. In  many parts of England it Jhas not unfrequently occurred. 
In  Yorkshire, principally in the W est Riding, near Barnsley and other 
places, and occasionally near York. I t  is described by John  H ogg, 
Esq., in a paper communicated by him to the British Association, a t 
its session a t York, in the year 1844, and sincei published in the 
'Zoologist,5 as being a rare species and m igratory in Cleveland. In
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the Bast-Riding, one was killed near Knapton by a boy, with a stick: 
it was at the time in the act of devouring a rook. Another was shot 
at Plamborough, December 21st., 1878. In  Devonshire, it has been 
accustomed to build in Warleigh woods, and at Chagford and Lydford, 
where it has been known to breed; in Essex, it has been met with 
near Bpping; in Norfolk, it occurs as a summer visitor, but the 
specimens obtained are, according to John H. Gurney, Esq., and 
William R. Fisher, Esq., in their catalogue of the birds of Norfolk, 
published in the 'Zoologist/ far from numerous, and generally in 
immature plumage. The same gentlemen record that it occasionally 
breeds in that county, and that an instance of its doing so occurred, 
at Brixley, near Norwich, in the spring of 1844; and they mention that 
an immature specimen of the Hobby was shot some years since while 
sitting on a church tower, in the centre of the city of Norwich. The 
occurrence of this species at Yarmouth, so early as the month of 
February, is noticed at page 248 of the 'Zoologist/ I t  has once been 
met with in Durham. In the Isle of Wight it is, says the Rev. C. 
Bury, in his catalogue of the birds of that island, occasionally seen, 
but he adds that he has not been able to ascertain that it has beenm
known to breed there. An adult male was shot in the land-slip, in 
October, 1841, and a pair were killed some years previous, also in the 
autumn, in the heart of that island. In Kent it is recorded by • J. 
Pemberton Bartlett, Esq., to be not uncommon. One was shot at 
Doddington, in 1840; and one at Cinder Hill, of which Mr. William 
Felkin, Junior, of Carrington, near Nottingham, has written me  ̂word.
In Cornwall, one near Falmouth, was captured the 7th. of October, 
1865, of which W. K. Bullmore, Esq., M.D., is my informant: also two 
others. In  Sussex, it has occurred near Battle, Pevensey, Lewes, and 
Halnaker, in September, 1836, and in other parts of that county, also 
in Somersetshire, Wiltshire, and Northamptonshire. I t  is sufficiently 
common, according to the Rev. R. P. Alington, in the neighbourhood 
of Swinhope, Lincolnshire, knd also on Manton Common has been 
met with, Mr. Alfred Roberts informs me; so, too, it has been in 
Derbyshire, Oxfordshire, at North Aston, Bodicote, and Bloxham, 
Lancashire, Dorsetshire, where it has built, as likewise at Cottenham, 
in Cambridgeshire. Cumberland as yet would seem to be its norfchern- 

* most range. I t  does not appear known in Scotland. P.S. I t  is 
now recorded, in Caithness, and is likewise stated to have been not 
unfrequently met with in various other parts of this portion of the 
kingdom, both on the mainland and in the Isles, as at Arran.

In  Ireland it ha^ occurred near Cork, and also in Tipperary.
' Unlike the Peregrine/ says A. E. Knox, Esq., ( it prefers the wooded ^
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district of the weald to the downs or the open country near the coast, 
being there a summer visitor. Y et even in these his favourite haunts, 
he must be considered scarce, and you will rarely discover his decaying 
form among the rows of defunct Hawks which garnish the gable end 
of the keeper's cottage—a sort of ornithological register, which would 
appear to indicate, with tolerable accuracy, the prevalence or scarcity 
of any species of raptorial bird in its immediate neighbourhood.

The courage and address of this Hawk are remarkable. W hen shooting 
with a friend a few years ago, during the early part of September, we j 
observed a Hobby pursuing a partridge, which, having been wounded, 
was then in the act of 'tow ering.' The little fellow proved himself to 
be a true Falcon by the quickness with which he rose above his quarry 
in rapid circles, 'clim bing to the mountee,' as our ancestors termed 
this manoeuvre, with all the ease of a Peregrine. Unfortunately, at 
this juncture the partridge became suddenly lifeless, as is the case 
with all towering birds, and fell to the ground; while the Hobby, 
apparently disdaining to accept a victim which he had not obtained 
by his own exertions, scudded away after a fresh covey.'

In  Ireland, it is the opinion, much to be depended on, of William 
Thompson, Esq., of Belfast, that the few individuals of the Hobby 
recorded in former years as having occurred, have been males of the 
Peregrine. He gives only one specimen as having indubitably been 
met with, which was shot on his garden wall by — Parker, Esq., of 
Carrigrohan, about three or four miles from Cork up the beautiful 
river Icee. I t  by no means affects only the wilder districts, bu t is to 
be seen in such as are best cultivated, preferring, of course, those in 
which wood is plentiful.

I t  is said that the Hobby is in this country a summer visitor, appearing 
in April, and departing towards the end of October or beginning of 
November. I t  has however been seen in the month of December, in 
the pursuit of its game, so tha t it would appear, at all events, not 
to be universally a m igratory bird, at least from this country: it  may 
besides make partial migrations from one locality to another, as pleasure 
or necessity happens to direct. I t  has been kept throughout the winter 
without any difficulty by the Revs. A. and H . Matthews. I t  flies, like 
others of its tribe, till late in the evening, in pursuit of insects, etc.

The flight of this species is extremely rapid and easy, performed 
with little motion of the wings, and it continues for a long time together 
on the wing. I t  will sometimes 'to w er' upwards in the most spirited 
m anner after its prey. One has been seen to catch even a swift.

Its  food consists of small birds, such as snipes, plovers, swallows, 
sandpipers, quails, and thrushes, and it would appear to be particularly
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partial to larks and buntings. I t  will even fly at the partridge, though 
a bird of so much greater bulk than itself. I t  also feeds very much 
on the larger coleopterous insects, such as cockchaffers, and on grass­
hoppers; the former it sometimes hawks after over ponds and streams 
until late in the evening. The male and female are said, according to 
Meyer, to hunt together, but sometimes to quarrel for what they have 
caught, and so to suffer their prey to escape from them.

The note is said to resemble that of the Wryneck.
The Hobby builds in the trees of woods and forests, generally among 

the topmost branches, but sometimes in a hole of a tree. In the 
former case, preference is given to isolated fir or other plantations, as 
affording at the same time a less likelihood of disturbance, a better 
view of approach from all sides, and a supply of the several kinds of 
food on which the bird lives. I t  has also been known to build on the 
ledges of steep precipices or mountains. The same pair will return 
to their breeding place from year to year if not disturbed. The nest 
is built of sticks, and is lined with moss, hair, and other such material.

Occasionally the forsaken tenement of some other species of bird is 
madg to serve the purpose of one of its own fabrication. I t  frequently 
avails itself of that of the carrion crow, or a magpie.

The eggs, which are laid about the first week in June, are two, 
three, or four, in number; some say that the formfer, and others, that 
the latter is the more frequent amount: they are of a rather short and 
oval shape, and of a dingy white, or bluish white ground-colour, much 
speckled all over with reddish or yellowish brown, or sometimes with 
olive green. Mr. Hewitson says that they are very much like some 
of those of the Kestrel, as well as those of the Merlin, but that they 
are larger than either, of a pinker hue, less suffused with colour, and 
marked with fewer of the small black dots which are scattered over 
the surface of the others.

The young remain for some time in the neighbourhood of the nest, 
until they have gradually learned to cater for themselves.

In  general appearance, the Hobby resembles in some degree th£ Pere­
grine, at least on the back, for the breast is streaked instead of barred.
I t  is also of a more slender shape—the wings are longer than the tail.

Male; weight, about seven ounces or half a pound; length, about 
• one foot or thirteen inches; Tjill, black or bluish black, darkest at the 

tip, bl^e at the base; cere, yellow; iris, reddish brown or orange. 
The head, large, broad, and flat, of a dark slate-colour; crown, greyish 
black; neck, white on the sides, and brownish white or ferruginous on 
the middle part behind, a black streak or band running downwards 
from the angle of the bill; nape greyish black; chin and throat, white; ,
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breast, yellowish white, streaked with brown; back, dark slate-colour.
The wings, which expand to about two feet two inches,, have the 

quills dusky black, with yellowish brown or ferruginous oval spots on 
the inner webs—the second quill is the longest in the wing; greater 
and lesser wing coverts, dark slate-colour. The tail, which consists of 
twelve feathers, and is as much as six inches long, and slightly rounded 
at the end, is dark brownish grey, the two middle feathers plain, the 
others transversely marked with reddish white or yellowish brown; 
under tail coverts, bright orange red or ferruginous, with dusky streaks. 
The legs, short, and feathered about a third down, the feathers on 
them deep rufous and streaked like the under tail coverts, but in 
extreme age these markings are said to wear off, and the ground-colour 
alone to remain. The toes, reticulated, and united a t the base with 
short webs.

Female; weight, about nine ounces or upwards; length, thirteen or 
fourteen inches; bill, the same as in the male. The feathers of the 
head are margined with brown, which probably wears off with age; 
neck, white on the sides, brownish white or light ferruginous on the 
middle part behind; the band blackish brown; throat, white; Jjack, 
dark greyish brown, the shafts being of a darker hue; breast, reddish 
white, streaked with dark brown, the streaks broader than in the 
male. The wings expand to about two feet four inches; the quills 
are brownish black, spotted on the inner webs with reddish white. 
The tail, greyish brown, faintly barred with a darker shade; under 
tail c o u r ts , light yellowish red.

The young bird has the cere greenish yellow, of a very light shade, 
a t first almost white; iris, dark brown or dusky; front of the head, 
yellowish grey, with a line of the same over the eyes; crown of the 
head and nape, greyish black; the feathers edged with yellowish white. 
The neck, white on the sides, and surrounded by a ring of yellowish 
white, which is indistinct behind; “the band, black; chin, white; throat, 
yellowish white; breast, yellowish white, streaked with brownish black; 
back, greyish black, edged with dull white; quills of the wings as in 
the old b ird s; greater and lesser wing coverts, greyish b lack; primaries 
and secondaries, nearly black edged with dull white. The tail as in the 
female, bu t the bands are ligh t re d ; the tip and the quills, reddish 
w hite; beneath, it  is barred with dull white and greyish black; lower tail 
coverts, yellowish white with brown shafts. The legs, yellow; feathers 
of the legs yellowish white, with -oblong brown spots; claws, black.

*‘ Let the Hawk stoop, his prey has flown.”
Marmion.
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\'/ ORANGE-LEGGED HOBBY.

* F a l c o  ru fip ts, B e c h s t e i n . F alco vespertinus, G m e l i n . L in n a s u s . L a t h a m .

F alco To cut with a bill or hook. R u fipes. R u fu s—  Red. Res__A foot.

r p H E E B  is not much at present to be said about the species before 
-L  us, and it is so far well, in that it allows the greater space to 

treat of other more common, and therefore better known, British 
Birds. In  a work of this kind, it is, for the most part, room and 
not matter that is wanting; ‘brevis esse laboro,’ and it is a matter 
of regret that I  am obliged to do so, but a necessarily short article 
in the one case leaves the more scope for a longer one in another.

The Orange-legged Hobby, delighting in a mountainous and at the 
samg time wooded region, is common in some parts of Europe, but 
rare in others. I t  is plentiful in Russia, Silesia, Hungary, Poland,
Greece, Turkey, and Austria; less so in Italy, Switzerland, and the 
Tyrol; uncommon in Sweden, Finland, Spain, and France, and unknown 
in Holland. In  Asia its range extends to Siberia, from Persia and 
Palestine. In  Africa it arrives in very large numbers in Demaraland 
and Benguela, and has been obtained in Algeria. #

But very few examples of British specimens of this species have as 
yet been obtained. In  Yorkshire, two near Doncaster, and a male
has been recorded by G. S. Foljambe, Esq. to have been obtained
some years since; another, a female, is said to have been shot at 
Rossington, near Doncaster; a fifth, also a female, was killed a few 
years ago near Easingwold, and was sent to Mr. H. Chapman, of 
York, to be preserved, with a message that if it was a cuckoo he »
was to stuff it for the person who shot it; but that if it was not a
cuckoo, he might, if he stuffed it, keep it for his payings. A sixth was 
shot on the 6th. of May, 18—, at Stainor wood, near Selby; a seventh 
near Selby, by Edward Dawson, Esq., of Osgodby Hall, and an eighth 
at Barmston, in the East Riding, by John Bower, Esq. Three were 
obtained together in the month of May, in the year 1830, at Horning, 
in the county of Norfolk, an adult male, a young male in immature 
plumage, and an adult female. A fourth specimen, a female, was also 
shot in Holkham Bark, the seat of Mr. Coke, (Lord Leicester;) a fifth in 
the same county, in the year 1832; and a sixth, a male in adult .
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plumage, in August, 1843, near Norwich—its stomach contained only 
beetles. Two have been procured, both males, near Plymouth, as I  
am informed by Mr. R . A. Julian, of that place. The first he says 
flew on board a vessel in the Channel near the Breakwater, and was 
captured; the other was brought to Mr. Pincombe, bird preserver of 
that town, by a person who shot it at W embury cliff, and who said 
that he saw another of the same kind in company with it;  a third 
also in Devonshire, near Kingsbridge, about 1840: one, a male, at 
Rose Merryn, near Mawnan, Cornwall. One has been obtained in the 
county of Durham. Specimens have also been had in Berkshire, 
Shropshire, Northumberland, Suffolk, Surrey, Kent, and Sussex.

In  Scotland it had hitherto been unknown but two have more recently 
been killed near Aberdeen. In  Ireland one, (and possibly another, but 
it is uncertain,) was procured in the county of Wicklow in the summer 
of 1832. I t  was shot ju s t as it had pounced on a pigeon, of at least 
its own size, in a gentlem an's yard—both fell dead a t the same 
discharge.

Mr. Meyer says, ‘I  have more than once seen this bird, bu t have 
not been so fortunate as to obtain it. On one occasion, in the suupmer 
of 1838, I  was late one evening walking in the unenclosed plantations 
belonging to Claremont, on a heath on which I  knew they were 
sometimes found, when my advance aroused from the ground a bird, 
whose peculiar flight instantly arrested my attention, and I  followed 
it as far a's the enclosure of the plantation into which it had entered 
would perm it; I  presently perceived it sitting upon the branch of a 
tree, in company with another bird of similar size, bu t differing in 
colour. I  was near enough to observe their plumage, and no doubt 
remained upon my mind respecting them—they were Orange-legged 
H obbies.'

I t  is of migratory habits, going northward in April, for the summer, 
and back to the south for the winter.

The food of this species consists of the smaller birds, such as quails, 
and even occasionally those tha t are much larger, as the pigeon just 
mentioned, lizards also, beetles, dragonflies, and other insects. In  
pursuit of the latter, taken by them on the wing, it  is seen skimming 
over watery places until late in the evening—a habit also of others 
of the Hawks—uttering its note from tjme to time. One of its Latin 
specific names, 'vespertinus,' (of, or belonging to the evening,) is 
doubtless hence derived.

The note, or cry, rather, resembles that of the Kestrel, bu t is 
related to be u ttered  less frequently. •

I ts  nest is said to be built in the hollows of trees, and it  is also
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6tated that use is sometimes made of that of a magpie or other bird.
The eggs are from four to six in number, the ground colour yellowish 

■white, mottled and blotted with two or three shades of light orange 
h r  own.

Male; length, about eleven inches; bill, yellowish white at the base 
the rest horn-colour, inclining to yellowish brown towards the tip; cere 
reddish orange; iris, dark brown; head, crown, neck, nape, chin, throat, 
breast, and back, dull lead-colour. The wings reach all but to the end 
of the tail, and have the quills light dull lead-colour, with brownish 
black shafts; the second feather is the longest in the wing, being 
about half an inch longer than the first and third, which are of an 
equal length. Greater and lesser wing coverts, primaries, secondaries, 
and tertiaries, of the same dull leaden hue; tail, dull lead-colour; tail 
coverts, the same; under tail coverts, deep ferruginous; legs, which are 
feathered in front more than one third down with deep orange ferru­
ginous, and the toes, bright red. The claws, yellowish white with 
dusky tips. I t  seems possible that the white colour may be the result 
of age.

m  female has the head and back of the neck yellowish red; 
the lower parts, light yellowish red, with longitudinal brown spots. 
When old, the plumage is said to become lighter in colour, and the 
black bars narrower. Length, about twelve inches; bill, yellow; iris, 
yellow; forehead, whitish; crown, pale rufous; neck, on the back part, 
and nape, dark reddish brown or yellowish red, as is also the moustache, 
sometimes approaching to black. The back is barred with greyish 
black. The chin and throat, nearly white, having a slight reddish or 
yellowish tint; breast, pale rufous brown, tinged with cinereous, with 
dark reddish-brown longitudinal streaks; the shafts of the feathers and 
a spot near the tip, dark brown. These marks are said to disappear 
with age. The back, greater and lesser wing coverts, blackish grey 
or bluish grey, transversely barred on each feather with bluish or 
greyish black; the quills, blackish grey on the outer webs, and tips, 
and transversely barred with white on the inner; under wings coverts, 
rufous, with transverse bars of dark brown; primaries, secondaries, 
and tertiaries, dusky black. The tail on the upper surface, as also the 
tail coverts, blackish grey or bluish grey, transversely barred with 

% bluish black; on the lower surface it is bluish grey, with nine or ten 
bars of bluish black, shewn through from above, the bars gradually 
wider in the direction of the tip; under tail coverts, light yellowish 
orange, (Meyer says white,) as are the feathers on the legs. The logs, 
and toes, deep orange yellow; claws, as in the male.

The young male is at first similar in plumage to the young female, ^
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but a t the first moult it assumes a general bluish grey colour, the* 
feathers on the legs being ferruginous; the bill, cere, legs, toes, and 
claws, are like those of the old bird.

The young female has the bill, cere, and iris, as in the adult; crown 
of the head, reddish brown with dusky streaks, the feathers tipped 
with light red—a small moustache descends from the front of the eye; 
neck on the sides, pale reddish or yellowish white, with longitudinal 
brown streaks and blots. The throat, white; breast, as the sides of 
the neck; back, dark brown, the feathers being tipped with reddish 
brown. W ing coverts, the same; primaries, secondaries, and tertiaries, 
dusky black, the inner edges and the tips being buff white. The tail, 
dark brown, crossed with numerous bars of reddish brow n; under tail 
coverts, deep ferruginous; legs, toes, and claws, as in the adult.

“ Let the wild Falcon soar her swing.
She'll stoop when she has tired her wing.”

Marmion.

MERLIN.

% CO RW ALCH, L LY M Y ST EN , IN  A N CIEN T B R IT IS H .

Falco cBsalon, P e n n a n t . M o n t a g u . B e w i c k . F l e m i n g .

Falco— To cut with a bill or hook. JEcalon— A  species of Hawk,
(Aristotle,) supposed to be the Merlin, or the Sparrow-Hawk.

T H O U G H  an Eagle, by comparison with some of the East Indian 
species of Hawks, the Merlin is the smallest that occurs in this 

country. In  spirit it is ‘nulli secundus,’ inferior to none, and was 
accordingly used in former times in falconry for the pursuit of birds 
even much larger than itself, which it would frequently kill by a 
single blow on the head, neck, or breast. The author of the ‘Book 
of Falconrie' says that they were ‘passing good Hawks, and verie 

. sk ilfu l/ Unlike the Sparrow-Hawk and the Kestrel, if pursued by 
Swallows and other small birds, it has been known, instead of flying 
from them, to become in its turn  the aggressor, and a t once disperse 

# them. Like the Hobby, it has been captured by its dashing through
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a pane in the window of a cottage, in pursuit of a yellow-hammer: 
not the first ‘tuft hunter’ who has split upon that rock.

This species appears to claim citizenship in three of the four 
quarters of the globe. In  Europe it is known even as far north 
as Iceland, and also in the Faroe Isles, Denmark, Norway, Sweden 
Finland, and Russia, and in winter down to the Mediterranean • it 
breeds also throughout Northern Asia in winter, being met with 
in Turkestan, Mongolia, China, and North-West India. In Africa 
it ocours in Algeria, Nubia, and Egypt. I t  is more frequently met 
with in the northern than in the southern parts of England, though 
in neither can it be said to be common. The former are its breeding 
districts.' In  Yorkshire, it has very frequently occurred, especially in 
the West-Riding, near Barnsley, and in other parts,—occasionally in 
Derbyshire.

I n . Sussex, it has been repeatedly noticed as a winter visitor in the 
wilder and less cultivated districts. In  Berkshire, I  once myself shot 
one, now many years ago. I t  was a beautiful female, flying up a brook 
down which I  was walking—an unfortunate grencontre' for it,—and 
fell* apparently quite dead, as indeed it proved to have been; but so 
remarkable was the similarity of its plumage to the stones on which 
it had fallen at the side of the stream—a novel appropriation of its 
name of Stone Falcon—that I  the less wondered at having before 
almost given up searching for it, and gone away with the belief that 
it had not been killed but only wounded and had run intp some cover, 
than at finding it when I  did. I t  is considered rare in Cdhiwall, 
(one was shot there in 1849, November 9th., near Falmouth, and one 
near Penryn,) Devonshire, Dorsetshire, Kent, one at Doddington, in 
1840; Essex, and Norfolk. In  Oxfordshire at Wroxton and King's 
Sutton, etc.

I t  breeds in Yorkshire, on the moors near Guisborough in Cleveland, 
as James Dalton, Esq., of Worcester College, Oxford, has informed me, 
also in Northumberland, Westmoreland, Cumberland, and in Norfolk, 
in Hockering wood, near Norwich, so the Rev. Granville Smith has 
written me word. So too it has in Hampshire, in the New Forest, 
and in Devonshire, on Exmoor, as also in Herefordshire, Essex, and 
Shropshire. I t  is uncommonly met with in the neighbourhood of 

» Swinhope, Lincolnshire, as tjie Rev. R. P. Alington tells me. The 
Rev. Leonard Jenyns mentions one recorded by Graves as having 
been killed in Cambridgeshire, one was shot at Haddenham, December, 
6th., 1856. In  Aberdeenshire, in East Lothian, and other parts of 
Scotland, and in the Orkney and Shetland Islands, it also breeds. In 
Ireland it is indigenous, both in the northern and southern parts, •
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throughout the whole of the year, but would seem - to be somewhat 
locally migratory. I t  breeds on the mountains of the counties of 
Londonderry, Tyrone, and Down, as also in those of W aterford, Cork, 
Tipperary, and Kerry. In  Wales, on Cader Idris, and in other parts.

The Merlin is partially migratory in this country, being for the most 
part a constant resident in Scotland, Sutherlandshire, very frequently, 
etc., and the northern parts of England, but appearing to be only 
a w inter visitant in the south. I t  has however, on one occasion, been 
known to breed in the county of Suffolk, and probably may have been 
overlooked in more frequent instances of the same kind in those wilder 
districts, such as Dartmoor, which are suitable to it.

From  a habit it has of perching on stones, it  has acquired the name 
of the Stone Falcon, and as such was formerly described as a distinct 
species. I t  must have a fondness for the practice, for it  carries it 
out even on those rocks which are left partially prominent by the 
receding tide, when hawking, as it sometimes does, on the m argin of 
the sea.

I t  is a very courageous bird—wild and shy, and according to Tem- 
minck, is able to endure a high degree of cold, and is described by 
him as being commonly found within the limits of the Arctic circle. 
I t  is easily tamed, though it never becomes very familiar, and was 
accordingly in former times employed in the chase. Except when the 
young are hatched, i t  is difficult, on account of its wariness, to be 
approached; it is only by accident that it  is occasionally met with within 
gun-shut.

The Merlin flies low, and with great ease and celerity. I t  suddenly 
sweeps by, and is gone almost before you have had time to glance at 
it, gliding along the side of a hedge or wood, and then over, or into 
it, and sometimes affording a more lengthened view, by its flight over 
the open fields, or the wide moor, where it may be seen following its 
prey through many a devious track, according to the nature of the 
ground. In  pursuit of prey, says Sir W illiam Jardine, the Merlin 
does not often mount above it and rush down, as we have generally 
seen the Peregrine, bu t a t once gives chase, following the victim 
through  all its turns and windings to escape, and unless cover is at 
hand, is generally successful.

I ts  principal food consists of birds; and it  attacks and slays those 
which are even double its own size, such as partridges, and alsp quails, 
plovers, and pigeons, as well as larks, linnets, starlings, sandpipers, 
snipes, chaffinches, blackbirds, swallows, thrushes, goldfinches, and 
others which are smaller; as also cockchaffers and other insects. In  
pursuit of shore birds, dunlins, riuyg dotterels, and others, it will course
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them to the edge of, and sometimes even over the water. I t  is so 
determined on and in the capture of its prey, that it is difficult to 
make it leave that which it has secured, and which it often obtains 
by pouncing on it unawares, but also, as just said, in the open air. The 
lesser birds it captures from the ground, but those which are too large 
to be thus borne off, it can only surprise when on the wing. I t  fre­
quently perches on a stone or crag,-flitting from one to another, as if 
for the purpose of surveying all around it, and when a flock of small 
birds comes within its ken, it singles out one from the rest, and is 
not attracted from it to any of the others. A. lark, pursued by one 
of these hawks, came from about a distance of a hundred yards to a 
gentleman who was shooting in company with his servant, and alighted 
close to their feet, in a state, at the time, of such exhaustion that it 
was unable even to close its wings.

The nest is generally, in this country at least, built on the ground 
on open moors or heaths, frequently on the side of a ravine, in a tuft 
of heath or projection of a rock or bank, and when this is the case, 
is composed of very gcanty materials—a few sticks, with heather, grass, 
or *noss—the bare ground almost sufficing for the purpose. In other 
countries it appears, occasionally at all events, to be built in trees, and 
is then made of sticks, and lined with wool, the nest of some other 
bird being not unoften occupied. In  the Orkney and Shetland Islands, / 
it is placed among precipitous and inaccessible rocks.

The eggs are three, four, or five, in number; Bewick says six; and 1 
Temminck five or six. They are bluish white, blotted, particularly at 
the thicker end, with deep reddish brown or greenish brown. They 
vary, however, much in colour. Some of the varieties are often similar 
to those of the Kestrel or Peregrine, others to those of the Sparrow- 
Haw’k, but still more to those of the Hobby. They are of course, 
however, rather smaller than the former, and also, in this variety, 
browner in colour and more closely spotted with small dots. One has 
been obtained of a rich crimson red, blotted with a darker shade of 
the same. One blotted with the like colour on a whjite ground, and 
another, of a cream colour, partially so with purple-red and violet. 
The female sits close at first, but if disturbed or alarmed more than 
once, becomes extremely shy. The male takes up a position near at 

* hand on the top of some eminence, frbm whence he can perceive the 
approaqji of any intruder, of which he gives notice by shrill cries of 
alarm.

Montagu says that an instance has been known of a Merlin building 
in a deserted crow’s nest.

The male and female differ generally but little in size, compared •
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with others of the Hawks, and most other common birds.
Male; weight, from five to six ounces. Length, from eleven inches 

to a foot, or twelve inches and a half; (one described by Montagu 
was only ten inches long.) Bill, short, strong, pale blue a t the base, 
blackish blue at the tip ; cere, dull yellow; iris, dark brown; (one shot 
a t Osberton, Nottinghamshire, and described by G. S. Foljambe, Esq., 
had the iris yellow.) Head, large, broad, and flat; forehead and sides 
of the head, greyish white—the latter lined with black. There is a 
greyish white band over the eye, margined beneath with black. Crown, 
dark bluish or brownish grey, each feather streaked with black in the 
centre. Neck, short and thick-set, dull yellowish red, encircled with 
a reddish brown ring, spotted or streaked with black. Prom  the comers , 
of the mouth descend on each side a few black streaks, forming, 
though faintly, the moustache borne by all the true Falcons. Nape, 
banded with pale red; chin, white; throat, white, or greyish, or buff 
white; breast, dull yellowish red, sometimes deep orange brown; the 
shafts and a spot towards the end, dark brown. Back, deep greyish 
blue, lighter towards the tail—the feathers streaked in the centre 
with black, as are all the other bluish feathers of the back.

The wings, which, when closed, reach from within an inch and a 
quarter to two inches of the end of the tail, and expand to about two 
feet four inches, have the primaries black, or blackish or bluish brown, s 
tinged with grey—the outer margin of the first spotted with white, 
the inner webs spotted ’ transversely with white; underneath they are 
of a p&ler colour, barred with white: the third feather is the longest, 
bu t the second is nearly as long; the fourth a little longer than the 
first; the fifth an inch shorter; secondaries, deep greyish blue, and 
curved inwards—the shafts black; tertiaries also greyish blue. Greater 
and lesser wing coverts, bluish grey—the shafts of the feathers black; 
greater and lesser under wing coverts, yellowish white, with dusky spots 
and streaks. The tail bluish grey; it generally has, b u t is sometimes 
without, from even only one, bu t commonly from three or five, to six, 
and, according to Pennant, eight, and even th irteen dark bands; vifl: ' 
—in the proportion of six on the middle feathers, to eight (probably 
age is the cause of the gradual difference in their number,) on the 
side ones, bu t which merge apparently into the smaller-named num ber 
—the last being the largest and darkest* The tail feathers are twelve 
in num ber, being of nearly equal length, broad, and rounded :t the tip 
is white, underneath it  is barred with darker and lighter shades of 
grey, with the broad band and white tip. Legs, yellow, feathered in 
front more than one-third down, and reticulated. ° The feathers are 

c rufous, with dusky streaks; toes, yellow; the first the shortest; the
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tliird the longest; the fourth a little longer than the second: the front 
ones are connected at the base by a short membrane; claws, black.

* The female varies sometimes considerably from the male; weight 
about nine ounces; length, about twelve inches and a half, occasionally 
as much as thirteen and a s half or fourteen inches; bill, light leaden 
blue, tipped with black. Prom the angle of the mouth extends a band 
of brown, formed by the markings on the middle of the feathfers; cere 
yellow; iris, yellow; forehead, yellowish white; a yellowish line'edged 
on the under side with blackish brown, extends over the eye; head 
dark rufous brown, the feathers edged at the tip with red; crown' 
reddish brown, with dusky black streaks down the shafts of the feathers'; 
neck, behind, yellowish white, the feathers tipped with brown: there is 
an indistinct ring round it of yellowish white, streaked and spotted 
with 'dusky brown. The nape reddish brown, inclining to rufous; chin 
and throat, white or yellowish white, the feathers on the side being 
tipped with brown; breast, pale reddish yellow, or brownish or yellowish 
white, marked with many oblong spots of dark brown, larger than those 
of the male; back, brown mixed with rufous, the shaft and centre of 
eacjj feather being darker, and the edge tipped with red; greater wing 
coverts, brown, edged with dull yellowish white or light rufous, the 
centre of the feathers being grey; lesser wing coverts, greyish brown, 

jSH:• bordered with rufous, the shafts being black. Primaries, secondaries, 
and tertiaries, brownish black, spotted with light red spots on both 
the webs, and edged with red, the tips the same colour of a paler 
shade. Greater and lesser under wing coverts, brownish red, spotted 
and edged with yellowish white. The tail, which is greyish brown, 
or dusky, has five bars of very pale reddish brown or yellowish white 
spots, and the tip banded with greyish white; the side feathers have 
two light bars at the base; upper tail coverts, reddish brown, edged 
with dull yellowish white; under tail coverts, white, with the exception 
of the feathers on the sides, which have each a line of brown. Legs, 
yellow, the long feathers streaked with brown, the shorter ones nearly 
white; toes, yellow; claws, black. •

The young birds when fully fledged, most resemble the adult female, 
but are lighter in colour; the males however less so than the females, 
and tinged with blue on the back. The former gradually assume more 

» blue, but the latter change less. The centre of the feathers in the 
immatui^ birds is dark brown edged with rufous, instead of being 
marked in the centre with grey. Bill, as in the adults; cere, dull 
yellow. • A yellowish line extends over the eye; iris, brown, but subject 
to variations of shade, according to Selby; forehead, yellowish white; 
head streaked on the sides, which are yellowish red, with brown, and •
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a band of the latter colour descends from the angle of the mouth; 
neck, yellowish behind, the feathers tipped with brown; chin, yellowish 
white; throat, yellowish white, the shafts of the feathers brown; breast, 
pale reddish yellow, streaked longitudinally with brown; back dark 
brown, slightly tinged with blue, the feathers edged and marked with 
pale yellowish-red in obscure spots, and streaked in the centre with 
dark brown or black; greater wing coverts, spotted with light reddish 
spots, and tipped with the same; primaries, very dark brown, indis­
tinctly spotted on the outer webs with pale yellowish red, and tipped 
with the same, bu t paler; secondaries, spotted in the same manner on 
both webs; tail, dark brown, barred with five distinct bands composed 
of pale reddish brown spots; the tip is reddish or greyish white: there 
are three other bars near the base; under tail coverts, partially streaked 
with a narrow brown line near the end; legs, dull yellow, the feathers 
marked with a brown streak.

The males vary in colour as they advance in age, the blue on the 
back being tinged with brown at first, and becoming gradually of a 
purer hue. In  some specimens the breast is of a light yellowish red, 
and in others deep orange brown. In  some the tail is without<j,the 
dark bands, except the last and broadest one; and in  others the middle 
feathers are without them, while they are apparent on the rest.

The females differ less than the males, bu t assume more of the char­
acter of the plumage of the latter, especially on the upper parts, as 
they advance in age.

■ A Merlin sat upon her wrist,
Held by a leash of silken twist.
And at her whistle, on her hand'
The Falcon took his favourite stand,
Closed his dark wing, relaxed his eye,
Nor though un-hooded sought to fly.”

The L a d y  o f  the Lake.

A
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| l  KESTREL,

WINDHOVER. BTONEGALL. STANNEL HAWK.

CUDYLL COCH, CEIN LLEF GOCH, IN ANCIENT BRITI8H.

Falco tinnunculus, M o n t a g u . S e l b y . Accipiter alaudarius, B r i s s o n .

Falco To cut with a bill or hook. Tinnunculus, Conjectured from
Tinnio—To chirp. (From the peculiar note of the bird.)

T H IS species is in my opinion, no t‘only, as it is usually described 
to be, one of the commonest, but the commonest of the British 

species of Hawks. I t  is found m all parts of Europe—Denmark, 
France, Italy, Spain, Norway, Sweden, Lapland, Finland, the Ferroe 
Islands, Greece, and Switzerland; and also in Asia, in Arabia, Persia, 
Palestine, Bokhara,- China, and Siberia; in Northern, Western, and 
Central Africa, Abyssinia, Soudan, Senegambia, Morocco, Algeria, 
Tripoli, and at the Cape of Good Hope; also in Ceylon and the 
Seychelles on the one side, and in the Cape de Yerd Island^ the 
Azores, the Canary Islands, and Madeira on the other; so too, according 
to Meyer, in America. I t  is easily reclaimed, and was taught to 
capture larks, snipes, and young partridges. I t  becomes very familiar 
when tamed, and will live on terms of perfect amity with other small 
birds, its companions. One of its kind formed, and perhaps still 
forms, one of the so-called ' Happy Family/ to be seen, or which was 
lately to be seen, in London. The Kfestrel has frequently been taken 
by its pursuing small birds into a room or building. I t  does infinitely 
more good than harm, if indeed it does any harm at all, and its stolid 
destruction by gamekeepers and others is much to be lamented, and 
should be deprecated by all who are able to interfere for the preser­
vation of a bird which is an ornament to the country.

These birds appear to be of a pugnacious disposition. J. W. G. 
Spicer, Esq., of Esher Place, Surrey, writing in the 'Zoologist,’ pages 
654-5, says, 'all of a sudden, from two trees near me, and about fifty 
yards apart, two Hawks rushed simultaneously at each other, and 
began fighting most furiously, screaming and tumbling over and over
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in the air. I  fired and shot them both, and they were so firmly 
grappled together by their talons, that I  could hardly separate them, 
though dead. They were both hen Kestrels. W hat could have been 
the sudden cause of their rage? I t  was autumn, and therefore' they 
had no nests/ In  the next articlo, the following is recorded by Mr. 
W . Peachey, of Northchapel, near Petworth, 'a  few weeks ago, a man 
passing a tree, heard a screaming from a nest at the top. H aving 
climbed the tree and put his hand into the nest, he seized a bird 
which proved to be a K estrel; and at the same instant a Magpie flew 
out on the other side. The Kestrel, it appears, had the advantage in 
being uppermost, and would probably have vanquished his adversary, 
had ha not been thus unexpectedly tak en / Two instances are related 
by the late Frederick Holme, Esq., of Corpus Christi College, Oxford, 
the one of a male Kestrel having eaten the body of its partner, which 
had been shot, and hung in the branch of a tree— 'a  piece of conjugal 
cannibalism somewhat at variance with the proverb that 'haw ks don't 
poke out hawks' een ;' and the other, as a set off, he says, of 's ix  of 
one and half-a-dozen of the other,' a pair of Kestrels in confinement 
having been left without their supper, the male was killed and oaten 
by the female before m orning/

In  Yorkshire, the K estrel is a common bird, as in most parts of 
England. In  Cornwall i t  appears to be rare. One, a male, was 
shot, Mr. Cocks has informed me, a t Trevissom, in January, 1850, 
by M aster Reed; and others a t Penzance and Swanpool, in  1846. 
In  Scotland it is likewise generally distributed. In  Ireland it  is also 
common throughout the island.

The debateable point respecting the natural history of the Kestrel, 
is whether it  is m igratory or not. Much has been w ritten on both 
sides of this 'vexata quaestio;' and as much, or more, one may take 
upon oneself to say, will yet be w ritten on the subject.* My own 
opinion is against the idea of any m igration of the b ird  beyond the 
bounds of this country. S tress has been laid, in an argum ent in 
favour of such, a supposed movement, on the fact of the departure 
of the broods of young K estrels from the scene of their birth. But 
who could expect them  to remain in any one confined locality? Brood 
upon brood would thus acumulate, in even more than what Mr. Thornhill, 
in the 'V ica r of W akefield,' calls a •'reciprocal duplicate ra tio ;' a 
'concatenation of self-existences' which would doubtless sooc find a 
lack of the means of subsistence in a neighbourhood calculated probably 
to afford sufficient food for only a few pairs. Unless in the case of 
the Osprey, which m ust be adm itted from the * nature of its prey 

f b rought together in vast profusion a t the same period of time, to be
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an exceptional one, I  am not aware of any Hawks which build in 
; company in the same way that Hooks do: I  have never yet heard of 

a Kestrelry, The fact of the dispersion of the young birds is nothing 
more than might, from the nature of their habit of life, be looked 

I f°r- Their very parents may expel them, as is the case with other 
birds of the same tribe. They have come together from roaming over 
the face of the country, to some situation suitable for them to build in 
and a like dispersion of their offspring is the natural course of things.

As to any total, or almost total disappearance of the species in 
winter, it is most certainly not the general fact, whatever may appear 
to be the case in any particular locality or localities. The only one 
I  ever shot, the brightest-coloured ’ specimen, by the way, I  ever saw 
was in the depth of winter, and it fell, on the same day as did the 
Merlin which I  have spoken of as having had the misfortune to come 
across my path, upon snow-covered ground, with its beautiful wings 
stretched out, for the last time poor bird. In  the parts of Yorkshire 
in which I  have lived, the county with reference to which the obser­
vations I  have alluded to have been made, and I  have lived in all 
thrqp Ridings, though my assertion at present applies to the East only,
I  have never observed any diminution in the number of Kestrels that 
are seen in the winter, from those which are to be seen in summer 
hovering over the open fields. I t  would seem very possible, from the 
different observations that have been made, that they may make some 
partial migrations in quest of a better supply of food, or for some othgr 
reason known only to themselves.

Still after what I  have said, I  must not be understood as 
unhesitatingly asserting that none of our British born and bred 
Kestrels cross the sea to foreign parts. I t  would be presumptuous 
in any one to hazard such an assertion: in this, as in most other 
supposed matters of fact, our ignorance leaves but too abundant 
room for difference of opinion. ‘There be three th ings/ says Solomon, 
‘which are too wonderful for me, yea, four which I  know not;’ and 
one of these he declares to be ‘the way of an Eagle in the air/
We need not be ashamed of keeping company with him in' a candid 
confession of our own short-sightedness.

Since writing the above, I  find that Mr. Macgillivray remarks that 
% in the districts bordering on the Firth of Forth, these birds are more 

numeroug in the winter than in the summer, and he adds that probably 
‘like the Merlin, this species merely migrates from the interior to the 
coast/ And ‘in the north of Ireland, generally/ says Mr. Thompson, 
‘Kestrels seem to be quite as numerous in winter as in summer, in 
their usual haunts/ •
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The Kestrel begins to feed at a very early hour of the morning.
I t  has been known to do so even almost before it was light. Several, 
others of this family, as I  have before had occasion to observe,, 
continue the pursuit of their prey until a correspondingly late hour 
in the evening.

Other species of Hawk may be seen hovering in a fixed position 
in the air, for a brief space, the Common Buzzard for instance, but 
most certainly the action, as performed by the Kestrel, is both 
peculiar to and characteristic of itself alone, in this kingdom at least. 
No one who, has lived in the country can have failed to have often 
seen it suspended in the air, fixed, as it were, to one spot, supported 
by its out-spread tail, and by a quivering play of the wings, more 
or less perceptible.

I t  has been asserted that the K estrel never hovers at a greater 
height from the ground than forty feet, but this is altogether a mis­
take. The very last specimen tha t I  have seen thus poised, which 
was about a fortn ight since, in W orcestershire, seemed to me as near 
as I  could calculate its altitude, to be at an elevation of a hundred 
yards from the ground. I  mean, of course, at its first balancing itself, 
for down, as the species is so often seen to do, it presently stooped, 
and then halted again, like Mahomet's coffin, between sky and earth, 
then downwards again it settled, and then yet once again, and then 
glided off—the prey it had aimed at having probably gone under cover 
o£ some sort: otherwise it  would have dropped at last like a stone 
upon it, if an animal very probably fascinated, and borne i t  off imme­
diately for its meal. I t  is a b ird  of considerable powers of flight. 
Tame Kestrels, kept by Mr. John Atkinson, of Leeds, having had 
their wings cut to prevent their escape, exhibited, he says, great 
adroitness in climbing trees.

The food of the K estrel consists of the smaller animals, such as ' 
field mice, and the larger insects, such, namely, as grasshoppers, 
beetles, and caterpillars: occasionally it  will seize and destroy a 
wounded partridge, but when seen hovering over the fields in the 
peculiar and elegant manner, so well illustrated by my friend the Rev. 
R. P . Alington in the engraving which is the accompaniment of this 
description, and from which the bird derives one of its vernacular '  
names, it  is, for the most part, about to drop upon an insect. Small 
birds, such as sparrows, larks, chaffinches, blackbirds, linnets, and 
goldfinches, frequently form part of its food, but one in confinement, 
while it would eat any of these, invariably refused thrushes; one, 
however, has been seen, after a severe struggle to ‘carry off a mistletoe * 
thrush. The larvae of water insects have also been known to have
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been fed on by them, and in one instance a leveret, or young rabbit 
and m another a rat. Slow-worms, frogs, and lizards are often articles 

• of tte ir f°od> as also earth-worms, and A. E. Knox, Esq. possesses 
one shot in Sussex in the act of killing a large adder. Thirteen 
whole lizards have been found in the body of one. Another has been 
seen devouring a crab, and another, a tame one, the result doubtless 
of its education, as man has been defined to be 'a  cooking animal * 
a hot roasted pigeon. ‘De gustibus non disputandum/

‘The K estrel/ says the late Bishop Stanley, "has been known to 
dart upon a weasel, an animal nearly its equal in size and weight, 
and actually mount aloft with it. As in the case of the Eagle, it 
suffered for its temerity, for it had not proceeded far when both were 
observed to fall from a considerable height. The weasel ran off unhurt 
but the Kestrel was found to have been killed by a bite in the throat'/ 

He adds also, ‘Not long ago some boys observed a Hawk flying 
after a Jay, which on reaching, it immediately attacked, and both 
fell on a stubble field, where the contest appeared to be carried on; 
the boys hastened up, but too late to save the poor Jay, which was 

^  . a t^ h e  last gasp; in the agonies of death, however, it had contrived to 
infix and entangle its claws so firmly in the Hawk's feathers, that 
the latter unable to escape, was carried off by the boys, who brought 
it home, when on examination it proved to be a Kestrel/ The 
Windhover has often been known to pounce on the decoy-birds of 
bird-catchers, and has in his turn been therefore entrapped by them, 
in prevention of future losses of the same kind. I t  has also beefrieen 
to seize and devour cockchaffers while on the wing. When the female 
is sitting the male brings her food; she hears his shrill call to her 
on his return, flies out to meet him, and receives the prey from him 
in the air.

I t  is a curious fact that notwithstanding their preying on small 
birds, the latter will sometimes remain in the trees in which they are, 
without any sign of terror or alarm. They have been known to 
carry off young chickens and pigeons. When feeding <jn insects which 
are of light weight, they devour them in the air, and have been seen 
to take a cockchaffer in each claw. Bewick says that the Kestrel 
swallows mice whole, and ejects the hair afterwards from its month,

% in round pellets—the habit oi; the other Hawks. Buff on relates that 
‘when it has seized and carried off a bird, it kills it, and plucks it 
very neatly before eating it. I t  does not take so much trouble with 
mice, for it swallows the smaller whole, and tears the others to 
pieces. The skin is rolled up so as to form a little pellet, which it 
ejects from the mouth. On putting these pellets into hot water to t
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soften and unravel them, you find the entire skin of the mouse, as 
if it had been flayed/ This, however, is said by Mr. Macgillivray 
never to be the case, but that the skin is always in pieces. P rob­
ably in some instances there may be foundation for the assertion of 
the Count, but only as exceptions to the general rule.

Meyer observes, which every one who has seen the bird  will confirm, 
as frequently, thbugh not always the case, that ‘when engaged in 
searching for its food; it will suffer the very near approach of an 
observer without shewing any alarm or desisting from its employment, 
and continue at the elevation of a few yards from the ground, with 
out-spread tail, and stationary, except the occasional tremulous flickering 
of its wings; then as if suddenly losing sight of the object of its 
search, it wheels about, and shifts its position, and is again presently 
seen at a distance, suspended and hovering in the same anxious 
search/ In  the ardour of the chase, the W indhover has been known 
to drive a lark into the inside of a coach as it was travelling along; 
and another to brush against a person's head, in dashing at a sparrow 
which was flitting in a state of bewildered enhancem ent in a m yrtle 
bush. Mr. Thompson mentions his having seen a Kestrel afte$ a 
long and close chase of a swallow through all its  turns and twists, 
become in its tu rn  pursued by the same individual bird. They are 
often followed and teased by several small birds together, as well as 
by Rooks, as hereafter to be mentioned when treating  of the la tte r 
bird.

Tife? following curious circumstance is thus pleasingly related by 
the Rev. W. Turner, of Uppingham, in the ‘Zoologist/ pages 2296- 
7:— ‘In  the summer of 1847 two young K estrels were reared from 
the nest, and proved to be male and female: they were kept in a 
commodious domicile built for them in an open yard, where they lived 
a life of luxury and ease. This summer a young one of the  same 
species was brought and put into the same apartm ent; and, strange 
to  say, the female Kestrel, sensible (as we suppose) of the helpless 
condition of theg new-comer, immediately took it under her protection. 
As it was too infantine to perch, she kept it  in one com er of the 
cage, and for several days seldom quitted its side; she tore in pieces 
the food given to her, and assiduously fed her young charge, ex­
hib iting as much anxiety and alarm for its, safety, as its real parent 
could have done. But what struck me as very remarkable, she would 
not allow the male bird, with whom she lived on the happiest 
terms, to come near the young one. A s the little stranger increased 
in streng th  and intelligence, her attentions and alarm appeared 

# gradually to  subside, but she never- abandoned her charge, and its '
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sleek and glossy appearance afforded ample proof that it had been 
well cared for. The three are now as happy as confined birds can 
| e |

In  the same magazine the late Frederick Holme, Esq., of Corpus 
Christi College, Oxford, records that a nest of this species was observed 

/ t o  have been begun near that city; a trap was set, and five male birds 
were caught on successive days, without the occurrence of a single 
female; the last of them ‘ being a young bird of the year in complete 
female plumage/ Again, at page 2765, the Rev. Henry R. Crewe, of
Breadsall Rectory, Derbyshire, relates the following pleasing anecdote:_
|  About four years ago, my children procured a young Kestrel, which, 
when able to fly, I  persuaded them to give its liberty; it never left 
the placed but became attached to them. In  the spring of the following 
year we missed him for nearly a week, and thought he had been shot; 
but one morning I  observed him soaring about with another of his 
species, which proved to be a female. They paired and laid several 
eggs in an old dove-cote, about a hundred yards from the Rectory; 
but being disturbed that season, as I  thought, by some White Owls, 

ft-T- t-hA eggs were never hatched. The next spring he again brought a 
mate: they again built, and reared a nest of young ones. Last year 
they did the same; but some mischievous boys took the young ones 
when just ready to fly. Though in every respect a wild bird as to 
his habits in the fields, he comes every day to the nursery window, 
and when it is opened, will come into the room and perch upon 
the chairs or table, and sometimes upon the heads of the little ones, 
who always save a piece of meat for him. His mate will sometimes
venture to come within a yard or two of the house, to watch for him
when he comes out of the room with his meat; she will then give
chase, and try to make him drop it, both of them squealing and chat­
tering to our great amusement. The male never leaves us; indeed he 
is so attached to the children, that if we leave home for a time he 
is seldom seen; but as soon as we return, and he hears the voices of 
his little friends calling him by name, he comes flying> over the fields, 
squealing with joy to see them again. He is now so well known amongst 
the feathered tribes of the neighbourhood, that they take no notice of 
him, but will sit upon the same tree with him : even the Rooks appear 

% quite friendly/ •
The note of the Windhover is clear, shrill, and rather loud, and 

is rendered by BufFon by the words ‘pli, pli, p li/ or ‘pri, pri, p ri/
I t  is several times repeated, but is not often heard except near its 
station, and that in the spring.

I  am indebted to my obliging friend, the Rev- J. W. Bower, of *
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Barms ton, in the East-Riding, for the first record that I  am aware of 
of the breeding of the Kestrel in confinement. The following is 
an extract from his letter dated November 30th., 1849, relating the 
circumstance:— cA pair of Kestrels bred this summer in  my aviary.
The female was reared from a nest about four years ago, and the year 
after scratched a hole in the ground, and laid six or seven eggs, but 
she had no mate that year. Last winter a male Kestrel pursued a small 
bird so resolutely as to dash through a window in one of the cottages 
here, and they brought the bird to me. I  put him into the avairy 
with the hen bird, and they lived happily together all the summer, 
and built a nest or scratched a hole in the ground, and she laid five 
eggs, sat steadily, and brought off and reared two fine young ones.
I  have also heard from E. H. Salvin, Esq., of W hitmoor House, near 
Guildford, of their having built and hatched yOung in  the aviary of 
Mr. St. Quintin, of Scampston Hall, near M alton; and also in tha t 
of S. C. Hincks, Esq., of Runfold Lodge, near Farnham. They had 
five eggs, of which he took two, and the birds hatched the other 
three. Some pairs of Kestrels seem to keep together throughout the 
winter. About the end of March is the period of nidification. ^ ;
young are a t first fed with insects, and with animal food as they 
progress towards maturity. They are hatched the latter end of April 
or the beginning of May.

The nest, which is placed in  rocky cliffs on the sea-coast or elsewhere, 
is also, where it suits the purpose of the birds, built on trees, in fact 
quite as commonly as in the former situations; sometimes in the holes 
of trees or of banks, as also occasionally on ancient ruins, the towers 
of Churches, even in towns and cities, both in the country and in  London 
itself, and also in dove-cotes. Sometimes the deserted nest of a Magpie, 
Raven, or Jackdaw, or some other of the Crow kind is made use of.
‘ Few people are, indeed, aw are/ says Bishop Stanley, f of the numbers 
of Hawks existing at this day in London. On and about the dome 
of St. Paul's, they may be often seen, and within a very few years, 
a pair, for several seasons, built their nest and reared their brood 
in  perfect safety between the golden dragon's wings which formed 
the weathercock of Bow Church, in Cheapside. They m ight be easily 
distinguished by the thousands who walked below, flying in and out 
or circling round the summit of the spine, notwithstanding the constant |  
motion and creaking noise of the weathercock, as it turned round 
a t every change of the w ind / W hen built in trees, the nest is 
composed of a few sticks and twigs, pu t together in a slovenly 
manner, and lined with a little hay, wool, or fea thers: if placed on

f rocks, hardly any nest is compiled—a hollow in the bare rock or 
, <
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H  earth se; ving P  purpose. William Thompson, Esq mentions a 
m  - n o u s  feet of a single female Kestrel having l i d  ^  I T o u l n l  

eggs of the natural colour, m the month of April, 1848, after having
I f.®™ J S *  { f rs m confinement. An unusual fact occurred near 
■ Driffield m the year 1858, four eggs having been taken out of a
nest, (the whole number in it,) five more were laid within a few 
days afterwards.

The f f j j  which are of an elliptical form, and four or five in 
number, sometimes as many as six—six young birds having been 
found in one nest—are dingy white, reddish brown or yellowish 
brown, more or less speckled or marbled over with darker and 
lighter specks or blots of the same. Mr. Yarrell says that the fifth 
egg has been known to weigh several grains less than either of those 
previously deposited, and it has also less colouring matter spread over 
^  shell than the others; both effects probably occasioned by the 
temporary constitutional exhaustion the bird has sustained. In the 
'Zoologist/ page 2596, Mr. J. B. Ellman, of Rye, writes, 'this year 
I  received some eggs of the Kestrel, which were rather dirty; so after 

«*r_Jd£\ving them, I  washed them in cold water, and much to my surprise 
the whole colour came off, leaving the eggs of a dirty yellow, speckled 
with drab. Not long after this I  received five eggs from another 
Kestrel s nest, which were exactly like those I  had previously after 
they were washed/

Male; weight, about six ounces and a half; length, thirteen inches 
and a half to fourteen inches and a half, or even fifteen inches; bill, 
strong, and with the tooth prominent, pale blue, or bluish grey, the 
tip black, and the base close to the cere tinged with yellow; cere, 
pale orange, or yellow; iris, dark brown, approaching to black; the 
eyelids are furnished with short bristles; forehead, yellowish white; head, 
on the crown, ash grey, each feather being streaked in the centre 
with a dusky line; on the sides, the same colour tinged with yellow: 
there is a blackish grey mark near the angle of the mouth pointing . 
downwards, and a line of the same along the inner and upper edge 
of the eye; neck and nape behind and on the sides, lead-colour, faintly 
streaked with black, with a purplish tinge, as is the case with the 
other black feathers; chin and throat, yellowish white, without spots;

§ breast, pale yellowish orange red, each feather streaked with dark brown, 
and a tspot near the end of the same; back on the upper part, bright 
cinnamon red, the shafts of each feather being blackish grey, with a 
spot of the same colour near the end, on the lower part bluish grey.

My instructions to the printer were 'do not be afraid of making the 
colour too b righ t/ Nothing can exceed the beauty of the rich cinnamon- >
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red colour of a well plumaged male Kestrel, so chastely bespotted 
with crescent-shaped black marks.

The wings, which are rather long and broad, but narrow towards 
the ends, expand to the width of two feet three inches, and reach to 
within about an inch and a half from the tip of the tail; greater wing 
coverts, brownish black, tinged with grey; primaries, brownish black, 
tinged with grey, margined and tipped with a paler shade, and the 
inner webs thickly marked with white, or reddish white; the second is 
the longest, the third almost the same length, the fourth a little longer 
than the first, which is nearly an inch shorter than the second; under­
neath, barred with darker and paler ash-colour; secondaries, cinnamon 
red  on the inner side, namely, on the outer web, the inner being dusky 
with reddish white markings, and on the outer side as the primaries; 
greater and lesser under wing coverts, white, the latter beautifully 
spotted with brown. The tail, which consists of twelve long rounded 
feathers, the middle ones being an inch and a half longer thap. the 
outer ones, is ash grey, or bluish grey; the shafts, and a bar, which 
shews through near the end, of an inch in breadth, blackish brown, 
or purple black, the tip, greyish white; upper tail coverts, ash gr^v* ^  
or light bluish grey, as the tail. The legs, which are feathered in front 
more than a third down, and covered all round with angular scales, 
and the toes, b righ t yellow or orange: the th ird  and fourth are con­
nected a t the base by a very short web. Claws, black, tinged with 
grey a t the base.

TB^ female differs but little in size from the male, a t least in com­
parison with others of the Hawks. Length, from fourteen inches and 
a  half to fifteen inches and a half; bill, cere, and iris, as in the male, ft 
H ead, reddish, slightly shaded with bluish grey; neck, chin, throat, 
and breast, pale yellowish red streaked with dark brown—thole on the 
sides forming transverse bands; back, dull reddish rust-colour, barred 
with dark brown, each feather having four angular bands of brown 
and three of red, and tipped with the latter, the shafts dark brown. 
The wings expand to the width of two feet four inches, or even to 
two feet and a half; the spots are less distinct than in the male. The 
second quill feather is the longest, the third nearly as long, and a little 
more than half an inch longer than the first. Greater and lesser wing 
coverts, darker than in  the male; primaries, blackish brown, with 
transverse spots of pale red, and m argined with white, the two first 
having their inner webs deeply notched, the second and th ird  with the 
outer web strongly hollowed; secondaries, m arked as the back. Greater 
and lesser under wing coverts, reddish white or yellowish white with 

f oblong brown spots. The tail and upper tail coverts, as the head, and
t
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;  the former barred with about ten narrow bars of blackish brown, the 
end one nearly an inch in breadth, the tip reddish white. The under 
surface is more uniform in colour, and less distinctly barred than in 
the male. Under tail coverts, unspotted. The feathers on the legs 
streaked with small dark markings.

The young are at first covered with white down, tinged with light 
sand-colour; iris, bluish black: when folly fledged, the bill is light 
bluish grey, tipped with yellowish grey or horn-colour; cere, pale 
greenish blue; iris, dusky, tinged with grey. Head, light brownish 
red, streaked with blackish brown. At the first moult the bluish 
grey appears mixed with the red in the male, and becomes more 
pure as the bird advances in age. Neck, on the sides pale yellowish 
red streaked with dark brown; nape, as the head; chin, throat, and 
breast, pale yellowish red streaked with dark brown. Back, light 
red, but of a deeper shade than in the old birds—each feather 
crossed with dark brown bands. Greater and lesser wing coverts, 
dark brown, tipped and spotted with red; primaries, reddish brown, 
tipped with light red, and spotted with the same on the inner webs; 

(wi . .. “^ondaries, spotted on the outer webs and barred on the inner 
with red. The tail, light red, barred on the inner webs with eight
bands of brown, the end one being three-quarters of an inch in 
w idth; the tip dull reddish white; underneath, it is light reddish 
yellow. A t the first moult the bluish grey tint appears in the male 
and the bars on both webs. The legs and toes, light yellow; the/ 
feathers, light reddish yellow—some of them with a dusky line in 
the centre. Claws, brownish black, the tips being paler.

The dark marks become smaller as the bird advances in age : those 
on the outer webs of the tail wear off first: those on the inner webs 
continue for two years. The female alters but little, assuming in a 
faint degree the greyish blue tint on those feathers which are of 
that colour in the male—the tail always remains barred.

The young are at first covered with yellowish white down.
•

“ And with what wing the Stannyel checks at it.”
Twelfth Night. •

• •
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LESSER KESTREL. i

Falco tinnunculoidesy Natterer . T emminck. Falco cenchris, Naumann. 
Schlegel. Falco tinnuncularis, V ieillot. Falco gracilis, L esson.

Cerchntis cenchris, Buonaparte.

—To cut with a bill or hook. Tinnunculoides—Like a Tinnunculus
or Kestrel.

SIN CE the death of my friend the late Mr. A rthur Strickland, 
of Bridlington Quay, who knew more about birds, both British 

and foreign, than any one else I  have ever met, and who was also 
wonderfully well acquainted with natural history generally, and with 
many other subjects of interest in art and science, there is no one 
whose authority stands higher, I  should suppose, than Professor AlfrecT~ 
Newton, of the University of Cambridge. His opinion as to  the claims 
of the above-named bird  as British, when I  met him a t the Meeting 
of the British Association in Exeter, and took the opportunity of con­
sulting him as to the admission of several supposed new species for 
a^Toced i t i on  of this work, all the former issues having been merely 
reprints, was against it. As other examples have recently occurred, 
however, the question is set at rest.

I  am indebted to the excellent work of C. R. Bree, Esq., M.D., for 
the particulars of its natural history. I t  inhabits chiefly the eastern 
and southern parts of Europe, being found more or less commonly in 
Italy, Hungary, Austria, Greece, Sicily, Prance, chiefly in Languedoc 
and Provence, Spain, and Switzerland; m igrating to Africa.

No fewer than four examples have been obtained since this article 
was written, viz. one taken alive a t Dover, May, 1877; one obtained 
near Shankill, co. Dublin, February 17, 1891; one Tresco, Scilly 

« .Islands, March, 1891; and one Boynalie, Aberdeenshire, October 25, 1897. 
One 'is ” also said to have occurred in Suffolk, November 4, 1864. 
Tne’ fbllowiifg^is the account of its first occurrence as a British bird, as 

* givens by* M?*, W. S. Dallas, F.L.S., then Curator of the Museum of 
the Yorkshire Philosophical Society, forwarded to me by my friend 
the Rev. Charles Hudson, Rector of Trowell, Nottinghamshire, the 
owner of one of the specimens, both of which, as will be observed, .

0
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occurred m Y o r k s h i r e T h i s  museum has just been fortunate enough 
to obtain a fine specimen, killed within a few miles of York, of a 
species of Falcon, the occurrence of which in this country has, I  believe 
never before been authentically recorded, namely, the Little Kestrel of 
South-eastern Europe (Tinnunculus cenchris, Naum.): the specimen 
which is a mature, but apparently not an old, male, was presented to 
the museum by Mr. John Harrison, of Wilsthorpe Hall, near Green 
Hammerton, who shot it upon his farm at that place, after having 
observed it for some little time flying about. The date, he thinks 
was about the middle of last November; but of this he took no 
note, as he at first thought that the bird was merely a small and 
curious variety of the Common Kestrel. It, however, presents all 
the distinctive characters of Tinnunculus cenchris, among which the 
yellowish white claws may be mentioned as affording an easy means 
of identifying the bird.

Mr. David Graham, of York, to whose intervention the museum is 
indebted for the acquisition of this interesting specimen, has informed 
me that, on a recent excursion of his, he saw another example of 

iis species in the possession of the above-named Mr. Hudson. On 
my writing to that gentleman, he kindly informed me that the speci­
men of the |  Small Kestrel ’ had been in his possession for about eight 
years, and that he purchased it from a joiner named Brown, formerly 
living at Thorpe Hall, near Bridlington, who was an enthusiastic 
collector of birds, and in the habit of preparing them for the people 
in that neighbourhood. Brown’s account of the bird, which he 
denominated the ‘ American Falcon,’ was that it was shot between 
Bridlington and Bridlington Quay, by a man who sold it to him for 
eighteen pence. Mr. Hudson purchased it for half a sovereign.’

The Lesser Kestrel feeds on insects, beetles, grasshoppers, etc., as 
also on small reptiles, and, though but rarely, on small birds.

I t  builds among old ruins, or in the crevices of mountain rocks.
The eggs are said to be three or four in number, of a reddish white 

ground-colour, with a great number of little points, and spots of a 
brick-dust red, commingled together and mixed with other small brown 
spots. There are several varieties of them.

The following are the ‘ propria quae maribus:’—Bill, bluish; cere, 
m yellow eyelids, yellow; head*on the crown and sides, as also the nape, 

of a light ash-colour without spots; throat, lighter coloured; breast, of 
a clear reddish russet, studded with small spots and streaks lengthwise 
of black; back, dark brick-red, unspotted. The wings reach to the 
end of the tail; greater wing coverts, dark brick-red, but some of them 
bluish ash-colour; secondaries, bluish ash. Tail, bluish ash-colour, with ,
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a large black band at the end, which is tipped with white; upper tail 
coverts, bluish ash-colour; claws, yellow.

The female is like the female of the Common Kestrel. The young 
at first much resemble her in plumage.

“ A Falcon hovered on her nest,
With wings outspread and forward breast.”

Jfarm ion.

GOSHAWK.

HEBOQ M A RTH IN , IN  AN CIEN T B R IT IS H .

Astur palumbarius, S e l b y . G o u l d . Falco palumbarius, P e n n a n t . M o n t a g u . 

B e w i c k . Buteo palumbarius, F l e m i n g . Accipiter palumbarius, J e n y n s .

Astur—A  species of Hawk, (Julius Firminius Maiemus) conjectured from*. 
Asturia, in Spain. Palumbarius. Palumba—A Pigeon.

TH IS  species occurs in Europe, Asia, and A frica; in the former^ 
it  has been known in Holland, Denmark, Norway, Portugal, 

Spain, Turkey, Greece and its islands, the latter in winter, Lapland, 
Russia as far as Kamtschatka, Sweden, Germany, France, Italy, and 
Switzerland; in Asia, in China, Tartary, India, Palestine, Persia, 
and Siberia; and in North Africa, in Algeria, according to some 
opinions.

The Goshawk, though a short-winged species, and differing therefore 
in its flight from those most esteemed in falconry, was highly valued, 
in that art, and flown at hares and rabbits, pheasants, partridges, 
grouse, ducks, geese, herons, and cranes.

In  Yorkshire, the first occurrence of this bird on record was at 
Cusworth, near Doncaster, where one was killed in the year 1825, by 
the gamekeeper of W . B. W righton, Esq., M .P. One since near Driffield, 
in February, 1852. Another a t th e  end of January, 1877, a t Flam - 
borough, by a keeper of the Rev. Y. G. Lloyd-Greame, of Sewerby 
House. A  fine specimen in immature plumage was shot a t W esthorpe, 
near Stowmarket, in the county of Suffolk, on the 20th. of November, 
1849. A n adult male had been trapped by a gamekeeper in the same 
county, in the m onth of March, 1833, three others also of late years, 
and in November in the same year, another was obtained in the
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adjoining5 county of Norfolk: it had alighted on the rigging of a ship, 
and was brought into Yarmouth. ‘An immature male Goshawk was 
killed near Bellingham, in Northumberland, in the month of October 
in the same year. A very fine female was shot at Bolam Bog, in the 
same county, on the 18th. of February, 1841. Another female near the 
Duke of Northumberland's Park, at Alnwick, in the same year; and 
again a  ̂fourth, alko a female, was caught in a trap near Beddington 
by the 'gamekeeper of Michael Langridge, Esq. : two others also*.
In Nottinghamshire it has occurred at BufEord in 1848. Also in 
Oxfordshire at Wroxton, Hanwell, and other places. Five examples 
in Suffolk, and eleven in Norfolk, have been recorded within 
some years. Dr. Moore records it as having been occasionally on 
Dartmoor, in Devonshire. One was caught near Egham, in Surrey, 
early in the year 1846, in the following curious manner:—It was 
perched upon a gate-post, so intently engaged in watching a flock 
of starlings, that it did not perceive the approach of a man who came 
behind it, and took it by its legs.

In  the Orkney Islands it is not very unfrequently seen, according 
to Mr. Low in his f Fauna Orcadensis/ and also Mr. Forbes: if the 
fact be so, it most probably occurs in the Hebrides also, but Mr. Yarrell 
doubts whether the Peregrine may not have been mistaken for it. So 
too in Shetland. In  Ireland, Mr. Thompson, of Belfast, says that it 
cannot be authentically determined to have occurred, but it is since 
reported to have been met with at Longford, a male bird, and one in the 
County of Wicklow. In  Scotland it seems to be indigenous, particularly 
in the central parts, in the Grampians of Aberdeenshire; and this 

I account is confirmed by others as stated by Mr. St. John; and of 
his own knowledge in the forest of Darnaway; on the rivers Spey 
and Dee, where it has been said by Pennant to breed, and in the 
forest of Bothiemurcus, where it was known to do so, and in Glen- 
more. One was killed near Dalkeith; also in Caithness-shire. Some 
seven examples or more are on record, and it seems to have bred 
recently in Kirkcudbrightshire, and no doubt did ^formerly in the 
Counties of Forfar, Stirling, Moray, and Sutherland. In Wales also, 
at Gloddaeth.

Mountains as well as level districts are frequented by the Goshawk,
^  but in either case it seems to prefer a variety of woodland and open 

country^ and not to be partial either to the dense monotony of a forest, 
or the dangerous exposure of an open unsheltered plain. Mudie says 
that it also dwells in the rocky cliffs of the sea coast, but he gives 
no authorities for,* or instances of this being the case.

In  general habits this species is considered to resemble the Sparrow- • 
»
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Hawk. A t n ight it roosts in coppice wood in preference to lofty trees, 
and the lower parts of such instead of the top, rarely on rocks in the 
more open parts of the country. * W hen at r e s t /  says Meyer, ‘ he sits 
in a slouching attitude, with his back raised, and his head rather 
depressed, bu t does not drop his tail in the manner that some other 
birds of prey are in the habit of d o in g / The Goshawk will a t times 
attack the Eagle. The male is said to be a m uch‘more spirited bird 
than the female, and to have been on this account the rather valued 
in  the gay science, though its training was more difficult than  that 
of some other species. Great havoc is committed in preserves when 
the young ones are expecting food in the nest. A t other seasons of 
the year the more open country may be traversed for its own supply by 
the Goshawk. Montagu was informed by Colonel Thornton that, at 
Thornville Royal, in Yorkshire, one was flown at a pheasant, and 
must have kept by it all night, for both were risen together by the 
falconer the next morning. Like several others, perhaps all of the 
Hawk kind, the one before us is the object of the persevering and 
unaccountable attacks of the Rooks. W ho that has lived in the 
country has not seen this, and observed it  even from childhood ?
Y et there are those, whose lot has unfortunately been cast in  towns, 
who have never seen even, so common a sight as this. I  well 
remember when travelling many years ago on a stage coach over the 
Dorsetshire Downs, a lady who was going down into Devonshire 
with her son from London, seeing some gleaners in a field, observed 
th a t they were the first she had seen that y e a r : * they are the f irs t/ 
said the youth, € th a t I  have ever seen in my life !9

The Goshawk has great powers of flight, and its rapid and intricate 
movements among trees and cover give in one sense ample scope for 
their exercise and development. This bird  for the most part flies low 
in pursuit of its prey, which it  attacks from below or sideways, not 
from above like other Falcons, bu t occasionally it soars a t a considerable 
elevation, wheeling round and round with extended tail, in slow and 
measured gyrations. After driving its game into a tree, bush, or other 
cover, i t  will watch outside until it is compelled to leave its place of 
refuge by hunger or fear, when of course it  is snapped up; bu t, if  the 
quarry should gain an advantage at the beginning of the chase, it is 
frequently relinquished altogether. I ts  flight is very quick, though its  \ 
wings are short, and its game is struck in  the air, if belonging* to that 
element.

The food of the Goshawk, which is carried into its re treat in the woods, 
to be devoured there  without interruption, consists of hares, rabbits,

» squirrels, and sometimes mice, and of pigeons, pheasants, partridges,»
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'grouse, wild-ducks, crows, rooks, magpies, and other birds. '  According 
to M eyer/ says Selby, 'i t  will even prey upon the young of its own 
species.* Living prey alone is sought, and before being devoured it is 
plucked carefully of tbe fur or feathers—very small animals are 
swallowed whole, but the larger are torn in pieces, and then swallowed: 
the hair or fur is cast up in pellets. Sometimes a pigeon is heedlessly 
followed into a fartnyard, and sometimes the 'biter is bit' in the ignoble 
trap, in the act of attempting, like the: Kestrel, to carry off the decoy 
birds of the fowler. Its appetite, though it is a shy bird, leads it into 
these difficulties, and so, again, when replete with food, and enjoying, 
it may be, a quiet 'siesta/ the sportsman steals a march, and down falls 
the noble Goshawk. Yarrell says that in following its prey, 'if it does 
not catch the object, it soon gives up the pursuit, and perching on a 
bough waits till some new game presents itself/ I t  will kill a rabbit 
at a single blow.

'I ts  mode of hunting / says Bishop Stanley, 'was to beat a field, and 
when a covey was sprung to fly after them, and observe where they 
settled; for as it was not a fast flyer, the Partridges could outstrip it in 
speed: it then sprung the covey again, and after a few times the 
Partridges became so wearied that the Hawk generally succeeded in 
securing as many as it pleased. To catch it a trap or two was set in 
its regular beat, baited with a small rabbit, or the stuffed skin of one; 
but a surer mode, particularly in open unenclosed countries, was by 
preparing what were called bird-bushes, about half a mile from each 
other. A large stake was driven into the ground and left standing, 
about seven feet in height; bushes and boughs were then laid round 
this post and kept loosely open, and hollow at the bottom, to the extent 
of ten or twelve yards round the post, for the Partridges to run into 
when pursued by the Goshawk, which they usually did after being dis­
turbed two or three times. The Goshawk finding itself disappointed, 
and unable to follow them with its long wings amongst the bushes and 
briers, after flying round them for some turns, was sure to perch upon 
the top of the post, as the only resting place at hand* and was as sure 
to be taken by a trap set there for the purpose/ Mr. F. H. Salvin 
of W hitmoor House, near Guildford, has written to me of one of his 
birds which killed in one day in 1881, one hare of nine pounds and a 
half weight, thirteen rabbits,.and a squirrel.

'His#voice in times of danger/ says Meyer, 'is a loud single note, 
many times repeated, and bears a great resemblance to that of the 
Sparrow-Hawk; besides this cry, he utters another much resembling 
the note of the Peregrine-Falcon, which is chiefly used when engaged 
in a contest with some other bird of prey/ •
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Its  nest is said to be built in tall fir or other trees, near the trunk, 
and to be large in size, flat in shape, and composed of sticks, grass, 
and moss, loosely put together. The bird is believed to be in the habit 
frequently of occupying it for several years in succession, making the 
necessary repairs from time to time. Mr. Hewitson says that it 'is  
placed in some high tree in the interior of the woodland, except in 

* those parts which are cleared, and free from tim ber/ D uring the time 
that the female is sitting she is fed by the male.

The eggs are from two to five in number, greenish or bluish whifje, 
often with and sometimes without, or nearly without, streaks and small 
spots of brown, olive, or reddish, or yellowish brown. They are hatched 
about the middle of May, after an incubation of about three weeks.
Mr. Gurney had one of these birds which laid eggs several times, and 
seemed disposed to sit on them.

The Goshawk is very strong and robust in make. Male; length, from 
one foot six to one foot nine inches; bill, light blue a t the base, bluish 
black towards the end, and bristled on the sides; cere, yellow; iris, 
bright yellow in the fully adult bird; over the eye is a broad white 
line spotted with black; head, flat, dark brownish black on the crown; 
neck, bluish grey, behind, the "base of the feathers white, dull white 
in front; nape, white a t the under end of the feathers, which are tipped 
with brownish black. Chin and throat, white, streaked with dusky; 
breast, greyish white,' transversely waved with small bars of greyish 
black: each feather has several bars; the shafts of the same colour; 
back, dark bluish grey tinged with brown; there is an evanescent 
bloom of ash-colour on the living bird, which fades away shortly after 
it  is dead.

W ings, rather short; expanse about three feet seven inches; g reater 
and lesser wing coverts, bluish grey; primaries, brown, barred with a 
darker shade, except towards the tips, which are dark brown; the 
shafts reddish, the inner margins whitish, especially towards the base; 
underneath, greyish white, the dark bars shewing through; secondaries 
and tertiaries, bluish g rey ; greater and lesser under wing coverts, 
barred with dusky transverse lines. The tail, which is long, wide, and 
rounded a t the end, is brownish grey, with four, five, or six, broad 
bands of blackish brown, the final band the widest, the tip white, the 
shafts yellowish brown, the base white; upper tail coverts, bluish grey; > 
under tail coverts, white, with a few slight dark markings. The legs, 
which are yellow, of moderate length, and feathered rather more than 
a th ird  down, are reticulated on the sides and behind and before with 
large scales or p la tes: the feathers on the legs are shafted and marked 

c. as the breast, bu t the bars are narrower; toes, strong and yellow, the
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third and fourth united by a web which extends as far as the second 
joint of each; the first and second are nearly equal in size, the fourth 
longer and more sjender, the third much longer; the sole of the foot 
is prominently embossed; claws, black, strong, and very sharp.

The female is much larger than the male, but closely resembles him 
in colour, the plumage only on the back being of a browner tint. When 
very old there is hardly any apparent difference between them. Length, 
from one foot ten to two feet two inches; bill, horn-colour or bluish 
black; breast, greyish white, with small black bars, but tinged with 
rust-colour; back, dark brown. The wings expand to about three feet 
nine inches; the bars on the tail are of a dark brown.

The young birds are at first covered with white or buff-coloured 
down. Bill, dark brown, paler at the base; cere, greenish yellow; iris, 
grey, pale yellow, reddish or yellowish orange, according to age: there 
is a white band over the eye, speckled with brown; head, reddish 
brown, the centre of each feather broadly streaked with dark brown, 
and edged with light yellowish red; crown, dark reddish brown, the 
feathers edged with dull white or rufous; neck, behind, yellowish 
or reddish white, or light brown streaked with dark brown. Nape, 
light reddish brown, with an oblong dusky mark on the centre of each 
feather; throat, white or cream white, speckled with brown; breast, 
reddish or yellowish white, streaked longitudinally with brown on the 
centres of the feathers, the shafts still darker, narrowing towards the 
tip of each, until after the second moult: when the transverse bars 
appear, they are at first fewer in number and larger than in after 
years; back, reddish or yellowish brown, the feathers edged with a 
paler shade, or yellowish white; primaries, dusky, with dark brown, 
and tipped with whitish; secondaries and tertiaries, dusky, with greyish 
brown bars; greater and lesser under wing coverts, light brown, or 
rufous white, streaked as the feathers on the breast; tail, greyish 
brown, with four or five bars of blackish brown alternating with the 
former colour, and tipped with white; underneath, greyish white, 
barred with five bars of greyish brown; tail covertSj ^yellowish brown 
with paler tips; under tail coverts, yellowish white, but only marked 
with brown at the tips. Legs and toes, dull yellow, inclining to 
green at the joints: the feathers on the legs are light brown or 
rufous white, streaked, but only on the shafts, as the feathers on the 
breast;# claws, brownish black, those of the inner toes larger than 
those of the outer.

The young female is lighter coloured than the young male, and the 
dark markings on • the breast are larger. I t  is some years before the 
fine grey of the back and the bluish white of the breast are assumed. #

v o l . i .  *
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W hite varieties of this species have been sometimes met with, and 
some of a tawny colour with a few brown markings.

The only name by which this species is known t  in Britain is that 
prefixed to this article, but variously written—Goshawk, Goss-hawk, or 
Gose-hawk, and apparently a corruption of Goose Hawk.

Three specimens of the A m e r i c a n  G o s h a w k  (A.stur atrica/pittus) 
have been obtained in our islands, viz. one at Schehallion, Perthshire, 
spring, 1869 (‘Ib is/ 1870, p. 292); one Ballinacourte, Tipperary, 
February, 1870 (c Ib is/ 1870, p. 538) ; one near Parson’s Town, 
King’s County, shortly afterwards (‘Zoologist/ 1871, p. 2524). Al­
though closely allied to the European species, the American bird is 
regarded now as a distinct species, having the under parts longitudi­
nally marked and freckled, instead of with distinct transverse bars 
as in the European species, while the American bird further has the 
top of the head entirely black.

“ Then rose the cry of females shrill,
As Goshawks whistle on the hill.,>

The L a d y of the L a i* .

SPARROW-HAWK. '

PIL A N , OWE P I A , IN  A N CIEN T B R IT IS H .

Accipiter fringillarius, Shaw . Selby, Falco msus, L innaeus. L atham.
Buteo nisus, F leming .

Accipiter—Accipio—To take. Fringillarius—Fringilla—A Finch.

6 f  M A K E  it ror all in a ll /  there is perhaps no bird of the Hawk
-L  kind more daring and spirited than the one before us—next 

to the K estrel the most common of the British species of that tribe. 
I t  hunts in large woods, as well as in the open fields, and may 
frequently be seen sweeping over hedges and ditches in ev$ry part 
of the country. In  the winter the males and females, like the 
chaffinches, appear to separate: the motive is of course unknown.

The Sparrow-Hawk is very numerous in various parts of the world; 
throughout Europe, from Russia, Denmark, Sweden, and Norway, to
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Spain, in Africa, even as far as the Cap© of Good Hop©} in Asia, 
in China, Asia Minor, Arabia, India, and Japan; but it does not 
occur, I  believe, in America. I t  is numerous also in Ireland and 
Scotland, and is met with likewise in the Hebrides.

I t  prefers cultivated, to uncultivated districts, even when the latter 
abound in wood, though wooded districts are its favourite resorts. The 

. — Rev. Leonard Jenyns says that in Cambridgeshire the males are much 
less frequently seen than the females, and this observation appears to 
be also general in its application, not as we may suppose from any 
disparity in numbers between the two, but from the female being of 
a more bold, and the male of a more shy and retiring disposition.

The organ of combativeness, according to phrenologists, would appear 
to be largely developed in this b ird : it seems to have universal ' letters 
of marque/ and to act the part of a privateer against everything that 
sails in its way—a modern specimen of 'S ir Andrew Barton, K night/
I t  will fearlessly attack in the most pugnacious manner even the 
monarch of the air—the Golden Eagle, and has been known so far to 
obtain the mastery, as to make him drop a grouse which he had made 
a prize of: one has been seen after a first buffet, to turn again and 
repeat the insult; and another dashed in the same way at a tame Sea 
Eagle which belonged to R». Langtry, Esq., of Fortwilliam, near Belfast.

The Sparrow-Hawk occasionally perches on some projection or 
eminence of earth, stone, or tree, from whence it looks out for prey.
If successful in the ken, it darts suddenly off, or if otherwise, launches 
into the air more leisurely. When prowling on the wing, it sweeps 
along, apparently with no exertion, swiftly, but gently and stealthily, 
at one moment gliding without motion of the wings, and then seeming 
to acquire an impetus for itself by flapping them, every obstacle in the 

, way being avoided with the most certain discrimination, or surmounted 
with an aerial bound: I  have often thus seen them. Sometimes for a 
few moments it hovers over a spot, and after flying on a hundred 
yards or so, repeats the same action, almost motionless in the air. Its 
flight is at times exceedingly rapid, and it was formerly employed 
in the art of falconry, for hunting partridges, landrails, and quails.
I t  often flies late in the evening. 'During the course, says Sir 
William Jardine, 'some stone, stake, or eminence is often selected 
for a temporary rest; the station is taken up with the utmost light­
ness—the wings dosed with a peculiar quiver of the tail, and the 
attitude assumed very nearly perpendicular, when it often remains a 
few minutes motionless; the flight is again resumed with as little 
preparatory movement as it was suspended.’ I t  tabes its prey both 
in the air and on the ground, but so great is the celerity of its flight,  ̂

•
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that a spectator sometimes cannot tell whether it has seized it on the 
latter or in the former element.

Unlike the Kestrel, which has a predilection for quadrupeds, the 
food of this species consists principally of the smaller birds, and some 
that are larger—snipes, larks, jays, blackbirds, swallows, sparrows, lap­
wings, buntings, pigeons, partridges, landrails, thrushes, pipits, linnets, 
yellow-hammers, bullfinches, finches, as also, occasionally, mice, cock- 
chaffers and other beetles, grasshoppers, and even sometimes when in 
captivity, its own species; small birds are devoured whole, legs and a l l ; 
the larger are plucked. Of two which I  lately had in my possession, 
kept in an empty greenhouse belonging to a friend, one was found
dead one morning, and partly devoured; and I  have heard of another
similar instance. W hether it had died a natural or a violent death is 
uncertain, but as they quarrelled over their food—they were both 
females—the latter is the most probable. Mr. Selby says that he has 
often known such cases. The first blow of the Sparrow-Hawk is 
generally fatal, such is the determined force with which with unerring 
aim it rushes a t its victim ; sometimes indeed it is fatal to itself. One 
has been known to have been killed by dashing through the glass of 
a greenhouse, in pursuit of a blackbird which had sought safety there 
through the door; and another in the same way by flying against the
windows of the college of Belfast, in the chase of a small bird. The
voracity and destructiveness of this species is clearly shewn by the 
fact, witnessed by A. E. Knox, Esq., of no fewer than fifteen young 
pheasants, four young partridges, five chickens, two larks; two pipits, 
and a bullfinch, having been found in and about the nest of a single 
pair a t one time. One was shot in Scotland which contained three 
entire birds, a bunting, a sky lark, and a chaffinch, besides the remains 
of a fourth of some other species. The young appeared to have been 
catered for in the place of their birth by their parents, even after 
they were able to fly to some distance from it. A  pigeon has been 
known to have been carried by a female Sparrow-Hawk a distance of 
one hundred and fifty yards. I t  appears from facts communicated to ' 
me by Mr. J . Gr. Fenwick, of Moorlands, near Newcastle, tha t it is only 
the female of this and other species of Hawk tha t feed their young. 
The male bird forages - and brings the booty to the nest, b u t does 
no more, leaving it then to’ his partner to divide the prey among 
the nestlings; and, if she be destroyed, they then follow her death 
through want of the care which she alone, and not her partner, has 
instinct to supply.

Small birds in their tu rn  sometimes pursue and tease their adversary 
• in small flocks, but generally keeping at a respectful distance, either a
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little above, or below, or immediately behind: tbeir motive, however, 
is at present, and will probably remain, like many other arcana of 

- Nature, inexplicable. A male Sparrow-Hawk which had a small bird 
in its talons, has been seen pursued by a female for a quarter of an 
hour through all the turns and twists by which he avoided her, and 
successfully, so long as the chase was witnessed. Several instances 
have been known where houses, and in one instance a Church no 
regard being had to the right of sanctuary, have been entered by this 
bird, in pursuit of its prey—its own capture being generally the con­
sequence; and one has been seen, immediately after the discharge of 
a gun, to carry off a dunlin which had been shot and had fallen upon 
the water, poising himself for a moment over it in the most elegant 
manner so that he might not be wetted, and then drooping his legs 
and clutching it most cleverly.

Great however as is the power of flight of the Sparrow-Hawk, as 
evinced in pursuit of its prey, the latter sometimes manage to rush 
into covert, or crouch very close to the ground, in time to save their 
lives. In  one instance considerable strategy has been witnessed on 
both sides—a thrush, pursued by one of these birds over the sea, 
made the most strenuous efforts to gain a wood on the land, but her 
retreat was each time cut off by the Hawk, until the former took 
refuge on the mast of a steamer: the pirate dashed boldly after his 
prize, and was with difficulty scared from seizing it there and then. 
Baffled for the moment he flew himself off to the wood, but on the 
poor thrush after some time, but, alas! too soon, leaving her asylum, and 
making for the shore, he was observed to sally from his ambush, and 
secure his reprieved victim. A lark thus harried has been known to 
make several attempts to fly into the breast of a gentleman—a swallow 
to find an actual refuge in that of a lady.

The author of the f Journal of a Naturalist* confirms the idea that 
their prey are sometimes fascinated by Hawks, by the following fact: 
—‘A beautiful male bullfinch that sat harmlessly pecking the buds 
from a blackthorn by my side, when overlooking • the work of a 
labourer, suddenly uttered the instinctive moan of danger, but made 
no attempt to escape into the bush, seemingly deprived of the power 
of exertion. On looking round, a Sparrow-Hawk was observed, on 

•  motionless wing gliding rapidly along the hedge, and passing me, 
rushed#on its prey with undeviating certainty.’

‘Tn pursuit of prey,* says Bishop Stanley, fthey will not unfrequently 
evince great boldness. We knew of one which darted into an upper 
room, where a goldfinch was suspended in a cage, and it must have 
remained there some time, and continued its operations with great •
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perseverance, as on the entrance of the lady to whom the poor bird 
belonged, it was found dead and bleeding a t the bottom, and its 
feathers plentifully scattered ab o u t/ See, however, the effect—the good 
effect—of education. 'E ven the Sparrow-Hawk,* says the same kind- 
hearted writer, f which by some has been considered of so savage and 
wild a nature as to render all means for tam ing it hopeless, has, 
nevertheless, in the hands of more able or more patient guardians, 
proved not only docile, but amiable in its disposition. About four 
years ago, a young Sparrow-Hawk was procured and brought up by 
a person who was fond of rearing a particular breed of pigeons, 
which he greatly prized on account of their rarity. By good man­
agem ent and kindness he so far overcame the natural disposition of 
this Hawk, that in time it formed a friendship with the pigeons, and 
associated with them. A t first the pigeons were rather shy of meeting 
their natural enemy on such an occasion, but they soon became famil­
iarized, and approached without fear. I t  was curious to observe the 
playfulness of the Hawk, and his perfect good humour during the 
feeding time; for he received his portion without any of that ferocity 
with which birds of prey usually take their food, and merely uttered 
a cry of lamentation when disappointed of his morsel. W hen the feast 
was over, he would attend the pigeons in their flight round and round 
the house and gardens, and perch with them on the chimney-top or 
roof of the house; and this voyage he never failed to take early every 
morning, when the pigeons took their exercise. A t n ight he retired 
and roosted with them in the dove-cote, and though for some days after 
his first appearance he had i t  all to himself, the pigeons not liking 
such an intruder, they shortly became good friends, and he was never 
known to touch even a young one, unfledged, helpless, and tem pting 
as they must have been. He seemed quite unhappy at any separation 
from them, and when purposely confined in another abode he constantly 
u ttered  most melancholy cries, which were changed to tones of joy 
and satisfaction on the appearance of any person with whom he was 
familiar. The narrator of the above concludes his account by adding* j 
th a t he was as playful as a k itten  and as loving as a d o v e / Meyer 
records an instance near W eybridge, of a pair of wood-pigeons building 
their nest and rearing their young in a cedar tree, which was at the 
same time the 'locale* of a pair of Sparrow-Hawks.

Before the nest is begun to be built, and while it is building, the 
birds may be seen soaring, though not very high, over the eyrie, and 
darting and diving about. W hen first the female begins to sit, she is 
shy, bu t becomes by degrees more assiduous in her task. The male
does not watch, nor does either bird  display the emotions evinced by

©
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tHe true Falcons in the care of their nest. When the young are 
hatched, rather more anxiety is depicted, and much courage shewn, at 
least in the case of the female, the male flying off from an enemy; 
and one instance is recorded of a female dashing at an intruder and 
knocking off his cap. A male has been known to feed the young for 
eight days after his partner had been captured, and, as it would seem 
by dropping the* food to them from the air, so as to avoid the trap 
himself: all the birds thus brought to them were plucked, and had 
the heads taken off. Meyer says that the Sparrow-Hawk hides himself 
behind a bush to devour his prey, being very jealous of observation: 
he sometimes pounces on the decoy birds of the fowler.

Nidification commences in April.
The nest, which has frequently been the previous tenement of a crow, 

magpie, or other bird, but most commonly repaired by itself, is built 
in fir or other trees, or even bushes of but moderate height, as also 
in the crevices of, or on ledges of rocks, and old ruins. I t  is large 
in size, flat in shape, and composed of twigs, sometimes with, but 
often without a little lining of feathers, hair, or grass. This species 
seems, however, to be only seldom its own architect in the first instance, 
but the same nest is sometimes resorted to from year to year; in fact, 
it is the opinion of Mr. Hewitson, no mean one, that the Falcons very 
rarely make a nest for themselves; an action of ejectment is commenced 
in person against some other tenant at its own will of its own property 

1 —no notice to quit having previously been given—and, notwithstanding 
this legal defect, forcible possession proves to be nine points of the 
law, and e contumely, is all the satisfaction that ‘ patient merit of the 
unworthy takes/

The eggs are of a rotund form, white or pale bluish white in colour, 
much blotted, particularly at the base,* with very deep reddish brown, 
or crimson brown, and from three to five or six, or even seven, in 
number. They vary, however, very frequently in their markings, which 
in some instances are obscure and indistinct, and in others, the dark 
blots are at the smaller instead of the larger end. Iq  some the above 
colouring is spread over the whole surface. The young are hatched 
after an incubation of three weeks.

In  no species of Hawk is the disparity in the size of the sexes 
more conspicuous than in the# one at present before us. Male; weight, 
from five to six ounces; length, from eleven inches and a half to one 
foot one inch. Bill, light blue at the base, bluish black at the end; 
cere, greenish yellowish; iris, bright yellow: it is protected above by 
a strong bony projection, on which the feathers are partly white; bristles 
from the base of the bill overhang the nostrils. The feathers on the  ̂ .

•
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back of the head are white at the base, and seen more or less as they 
are raised, giving that part an indistinct mark. The forehead and sides 
of the head are yellowish red. Neck, pale reddish in front, the shafts 
dark; chin and throat, very pale or rusty or yellowish red; each feather 
has five bands of white, and six of pale red and dusky shafts partly 
dark. Breast, rusty red, waved in bands—the shafts with two or 
three dark  marks on the upper part, bu t without oif the lower; back, 
deep greyish blue, the shafts darker: an evanescent bloom pervades this 
colour in the bird, which fades away more or less quickly after its 
death. The wings are of moderate length, reaching beyond the middle 
of the tail, and expanding to the width of one foot eleven inches; in 
some specimens the fourth quill is the longest, the fifth almost as long; 
in others these relative lengths are transposed, shewing, as pointed 
out by me some years ago in the ‘N aturalist/ that no distinctive 
character ought to be considered as certainly established from the 
length of the quill feathers of the wing. The first is very short, equal 
only to the tenth , the second to the seventh, the th ird  to  the sixth. 
Greater wing coverts, pale red, barred with dusky brown; primaries, 
brownish, tipped with dark grey, marked on the inner webs with dusky 
bands, the inner m argins of which are reddish white: the bands are 
conspicuous on the under side; the tips are darker than the rest; 
secondaries and tertiaries, marked as the primaries. The tail, long and 
even, consists of twelve rather wide and rounded bluish grey feathers, 
and has from three to six broad bands of blackish brow n: i t  is tippedw 
with greyish white; under tail coverts, reddish white, barred with 
rufous brown; the feathers on the legs barred with the same. Legs, 
light yellow, thin, and long; toes, ligh t yellow: the latter are also long, • 
the middle one being rem arkably so, even in  comparison with the 
o thers: the th ird  and fourth are connected a t the base by a web, which 
extends beyond the second joint of the latter, and curves forward as 
far as tha t of the la tter: the soles of the feet are very protuberant; 
claws, black, pale bluish a t the base: they are very thin a t the points; 
the inner and hind ones are of equal length, and longer than the 
others.

Female; weight, about nine ounces; length, from about one foot two 
to one foot four inches; bill and cere, as in the male; iris, b righ t 
yellow; head and crown, blackish grey; ja white band passes from the 
forehead over each eye, and runs into the white on the back* of the 
neck; neck and nape, brown, the shafts dark in front; chin and throat, 
reddish white, with longitudinal lines of dark brown; throat and breast, 
reddish white, transversely barred more or less clearly with dark brown,
each feather having five bars: in age the whole colouring approxim ates

©
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to that of the male; hack, rufous or greyish brown The win«. a

W -  to ab0°‘ * •  ,Widfl‘ o{ *wo t8e‘ f°”  or two feet five ieefiS
I  ™ g coverts, fight red. W e d  *dth dusk, hro™ ; primirie8,
H  “ d tertmnes, greyish black, obscurely barred on the outer webs with
■  I  dai^ W ^  a»d ^  or large yellowish white sTots

on the inner webs m the intervals, excepting towards the tips- I S *
and lesser wing coverts, reddish white, broadly barred. The fart which
is brown, has four darker'bars of the same on the middle feathers
and five on the side ones; their edge is better defined on the lower
than on the upper side; tip, whitish; under tail coverts, white with a
few dark markings on the outer ones; legs and toes, yellow- claws 
black. 9 9

Some females, supposed to be very old, have much resembled the 
male in colour.

The young are at first covered with white or greyish white down 
—even in the nest the females are distinguishable by their superior 
size. When fledged, the bill is dusky brown at the tip, and bluish 
at the base: cere, greenish yellow; iris, light brown. Head and neck, 
reddish brown, with some partly white feathers on the back of the 
latter; the middle of each feather being dark greyish brown; breast, 
reddish white, with large oblong spots of a dark brown colour: the 
middle of each feather being of that colour, transversely barred with 
yellowish red or light rust-colour—the bars becoming by degrees 

' narrower and brighter. Back, reddish brown; legs and toes, greenish 
yellow, tinged with blue. Wings and tail, dark reddish brown, then 
bluish grey, which becomes more pure as the bird advances in age; 
the tail has three dark brown bands. The female is larger; she also 
has the partly white feathers on the back of the head; the breast is 
whiter than in the male, and the markings on it larger; the upper 
parts browner. I  have recently seen, in the admirably well-preserved 
collection of Mr. Chaffey, of Doddington, Kent, a most remarkable variety 
of this bird, a male, the whole plumage as white as snow.

•
“ Such glance did Falcon never dart 

When stooping on his prey.”
Marmion.
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MARSH HARRIER.

BOD Y  G W ER N I, IN  ANCIENT BRITISH?

MOOR H A R R IE R . MOOR BUZZARD. H A R P Y . H A R PY  H A W K. 

W H ITE-H EA D ED  H A R PY . PUTTOCK. DUCK HAW K.

Circus rufusy Brisson. Selby. Falco ceruginosus, L innaeus. Pennant.
Falco arundinaceus, Bechstein.

Circus—The Greek name of some species of Hawk. Rufus—Red.

W H Y  the birds of the genus at which we have now arrived should 
be called H arriers more than any others of the Hawk family, I  

know not. Y arrell suggests that the origin of the name has probably 
been derived from their beating the ground somewhat in  the manner 
of a dog hunting for game, bu t not more so, I  think, than some other 
H aw ks. Their natural order is certainly in close proximity to the Owls; 
the most remarkable ‘feature’ of similarity being the ruff-like circle 
of feathers round the face, somewhat after the fashion of what in  the 
human subject is called a calf-lick, and which is set up or depressed 
by the voluntary action of the bird.

These H arriers are found in the tem perate regions of three, if  not the 
four quarters of the globe. They are common in Norway and Sweden, 
Aland, Denmark, and the south of Russia, Germany, France, Italy, 
Spain, where it is very abundant on the banks of the Guadalquiver, 
Holland, Belgium, and Turkey; less frequently in Switzerland, and 
the south of Europe; in Egypt, Morocco, Tangier, Algeria, Abyssinia, 
and other parts of Africa, as also in  Teneriffe and the Canary Islands; 
the Himalaya Mountains, Asia Minor, Siberia, Japan, India, Palestine, 
and o ther districts of Asia. Wilson and Buonaparte consider this 
species to be the same as the American one they describe by the name 
of the M arsh Hawk, b u t several distinctive marks, as for example the 
difference in  the leng th  of the tail beyond the wings, will appear on 
reading their account, though they are rig h t in overruling the erroneous 
reason given by Pennant, namely, the thickness of the legs, for sup­
posing the birds distinct; whether therefore our species is found in 
America I  am not aj)le to  say.
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In  this country they are indigenous, remaining with us all the year 
round in most of the counties of England and Wales; in Ireland, from 
Antrim and Longford to Cork; and in Scotland, as in Aberdeenshire* 
Perthshire, Banffshire, Argyleshire, and so on; also in the Hebrides 
and Orkney. Their numbers, however, like those of so many others 
of the birds of prey, are becoming gradually fewer, and anything but 
'beautifully less/ • Prom Scotland to Sussex an ornithological lament 
over the glories of the departed is raised: 'P rim us’ must soon be the 
motto of the Marsh Harrier, as well as of 'the Bruce/ I t  still only 
survives in a few places—Nether Lochbar, Appin, and others. In 
Yorkshire it sometimes visits the moors near Sheffield, and has been 
not uncommon near • Doncaster. Seven or eight were obtained one 
season from Hatfield Moor and Carr Side: has occurred, rarely, at 
Hebden Bridge. Many were procured in Devonshire in one hard winter,
In  Cornwall—few, as one at Swanpool about the year 1853. Still, 
too, a few in Norfolk, two in 1876, at Ormesby St. Margaret, as Mr.
J . Alfred Lockwood has informed me; Hampshire, Somersetshire, 
Shropshire, and Dorsetshire. In Lincolnshire at Tetney. In Wiltshire 
one at Newfoundland near Netheravon, the beginning of September,
1869; one also on October 5th.

They frequent, as the name suggests, open moors and wild plains, in 
which marshes or lakes are found, but appear to be partially migratory. 
Attempts have been made to train them for falconry, but they have 
been found very intractable. I t  would appear, however, that they may 
be kept in confinement, and become in a certain measure tamed.

\ The flight of these birds, which is not very swift, and mostly low,
\  is light, smooth and airy, but unsteady. Occasionally they rise to so 
I great a height as to be all but invisible to the eye, and at the
V time when the female is sitting, the male is often to be seen soaring
l above the nest, and performing a variety of attractive evolutions. They 
\  seldom alight on trees, even to roost at night, but resort to the 
'.concealment of beds of reeds, and in the day-time perch on a hillock,
a rail, a stone, low bush, or the ground. They do not long remain
(stationary, but keep beating their hunting grounds in search of prey, 
and they often frequent the same locality for several days together 
g'.nd follow the like course at the same hour of the day.
/ The food of the Marsh Harriet consists of rabbits, water-rats, mice,

# And oth$r small animals, whether found dead or alive, land and water 
reptiles, the young of geese, ducks, and other water-fowl, and of 
p irtridges, as also small birds, such as quails and larks, the eggs 
o<: birds, insects, and, Bewick and others say, fish, and Mudie, large 
cgirrion. They take their prey from the ground or the water, not # ,

I
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in the air. In  the autumn they sometimes leave the moors and come 
down to the coast in quest of sea-birds, perching on the rocks until 
they perceive any that they can seize. A  singular anecdote of one 
of this species, communicated by Mr. R. Ball, is recorded in Mr. 
Thompson's ' Natural H istory of Ireland:'— 'O ne of these birds, which 
I  had some years since, lost a leg by accident. I  supplied it with a 
wooden one, and the dexterity it acquired with this stump, both in 
walking and killing rats, was astonishing. W hen a ra t was turned 
out, the bird  pounced at it, and never failed to pin the animal’s 
head to the ground with the stump, while a few grasps of the sound 
limb soon term inated the struggle.' This reminds one of the gallant 
W itherington immortalized in 'C hevy Chase,' of whom we read that 
'w hen  his legs were shot away, he fought upon his stum ps.' *

Towards the end of the month of March, nidification commences, 
and incubation in A pril; the young are hatched in May. The nest is 
usually built among the high reeds which fringe the m argin of the 
lake, pond, or swamp; in a tu ft of rushes, fern, or furze; occasionally 
on a mound; a t the edge of a bush, on the top of the stump or in 
the hollow of the branches of some tree in any of the former situations.
I t  is a very rude fabrication, and is composed of sticks, with reeds, 
flags, sedge, rushes, grass, or leaves, sometimes forming a mass a foot 
and a half above the ground.

The eggs are from three to five in number, slightly tapered a t one 
end, and generally perfectly white, or white with a slight tinge of 
blue. Bewick says that they are irregularly spotted with dusky brown; 
and Macgillivray describes some he had seen which had a few faint / 

* light brown or reddish brown marks.
This species varies exceedingly in plumage. Male; weight, about j 

twenty-one ounces; length, one foot seven to one foot nine in c h e s ;/ 
bill, bluish or brownish black; cere, greenish yellow; iris, orange yellow;/ 
head, bu t sometimes only the crown, yellowish or w hite; in  some specif 
mens the shafts are dark ; in  others, it, as well as the whole of the 
plumage is ferruginous brown; in others, it is yellowish white tinged 
with rufous, and streaked with dark brown; and in others, only 4 
shade ligh ter than the rest of the brown plumage. The upper part 
of the neck is encircled by an indistinct ruff of stiff feathers; on the 
back and the nape, yellowish white, o r, white; chin and throat, nearly 
white. Breast, ferruginous brown, streaked with a darker shade; the  
shoulders are sometimes white. Back, ferruginous brown, the feathers 
more or less m argined with a lighter shade.

The wings, when closed, reach nearly to the end of the tail, aijid 
are much rounded; their expanse four feet two inches; greater wiikg ■■

Pm
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coverts, ferruginous brown, but in older birds partially or entirely ash 
grey, and in some tipped with reddish brown; sometimes yellow; 
lesser wing cbverts, the same. Primaries, brownish black, or dark 
grey in old birds, slightly margined with brownish grey; the fourth 
feather is the longest, the third nearly equal to it, the second a little 
shorter, the first and sixth about equal. Secondaries, ash grey, tipped 
in some cases with reddish brown; and also slightly margined with 
brownish grey; tertiaries, ferruginous brown, margined with a lighter 
shade; in older birds, partially or entirely ash grey. Larger and 
lesser under wing coverts, light brown, the latter paler, and their 
extremities brownish white; tail, long and slightly rounded, light brown 
or ash grey, the side feathers irregularly marked on their inner webs 
with brownish red, their tips brownish white, in some instances tipped 
with reddish brown, the base tinged with yellow; tail coverts, ferru­
ginous brown; under tail coverts, the same, each feather streaked with 
dark brown. Legs, slender, long and yellow, feathered to within three 
inches of the foot, in front they have a series of eighteen scutellae, 
behind about ten, and the sides and behind the upper and lower parts 
are reticulated; toes, long and yellow; claws, brownish black and 
slender, sharp, and not much hooked; the outer and middle ones are 
united by a membrane, and the latter is somewhat dilated on the inner 
edge. On the first toe are five scutellae, on the second four, on the 
third fifteen, and on the fourth ten.

The female resembles the male in colour, but is considerably larger; 
weight, twenty-eight ounces and a half; length, from one foot ten 
inches to two feet; bill, dusky or bluish black, its base tinged with 
yellow; cere, yellow; iris, reddish yellow, Selby says dark brown, 
but this must be a young bird; below it is a narrow space of brown; 
ear coverts, brown. Head, yellowish, sometimes streaked with brown.
The neck is surrounded in front by a ruff of stiff feathers; on the 
back yellowish white streaked with brown; nape, throat, neck in front 
and breast, reddish brown, many of the feathers yellowish white, a 
central spot along the shafts of brown; back, dark brown on the 
upper part, with some yellowish white markings, on the lower part the 
feathers tipped with brownish red. The wings expand to the width of 
four feet five or six inches; the lesser wing coverts have a large patch 
of yellowish white. Primaries, blackish brown, glossed with purple, 
their 4nner webs paler at the base, and slightly dotted with brown; 
secondaries, paler brown, each slightly margined with pale brownish 
grey; tail, light brown, tinged with grey, the side feathers variegated 
with brownish red on the inner webs, and all tipped with reddish 
white. Legs and toes, yellow; claws, brownish black.  ̂ #

.  m a r s h  h a r r i e r . 133



The young, when fully fledged, are entirely of a chocolate brown 
colour; the cere, greenish yellow; the bill, yellow at the base, and 
brownish black towards the tip; the iris, deep brown; the feathers of 
the upper parts slightly tipped with reddish brown; the greater wing 
coverts largely tipped with pale brown; the upper tail coverts bright 
reddish brown.

The young in the first year, formerly described as'a  separate species 
by the name of the Moor Buzzard, have the bill bluish black; cere, 
pale yellowish green; iris, dark brown; crown and back of the head, 
dark cream-colour, or light brownish red; sometimes a portion only 
of the head is of this colour—the top, the sides, or the back. Neck, 
nape, and chin, brown; throat, yellowish white or light rust-colour; 
breast and back, dark reddish brown with a metallic tin t; the latter 
becomes paler as the bird advances in age. Greater wing coverts 
sometimes tipped with white; lesser wing coverts, tipped with light 
red; primaries, secondaries, and tertiaries, reddish brown. Larger and 
lesser under wing coverts, brown, gradually of a lighter shade. Tail,
tipped with light red, the brown becomes gradually paler, its inner
webs lighter, and variegated or mottled. The male bird  has six or 
seven bands of red, which* subsequently turn  to grey. Tail underneath, 
pale ash grey; it becomes paler by degrees; tail coverts, reddish 
brown. Legs, long, and toes, pale yellowish green; claws, black. 
In  their second summer, the plumage becomes more rufous in  some 
parts, the tail lighter coloured, and on the ruff and the shoulders, 
and front of the neck, some yellowish white spots shew themselves, * 
and an ash-grey gradually spreads itself on the greater wing coverts! 
In  the third year, the back is light rufous brown; the tail, pale grey,
without any bars, and its under surface, as are the wings under­
neath the quill feathers, of a silvery white.

Individuals differ considerably in colour, but chiefly in the extent 
of the yellowish white of the head and neck. Sometimes the crown 
of the head and the throat only are of this colour, with indications of 
the same on the hind neck and shoulders/

Latham  describes a specimen of this bird as of a uniform brown, 
with a tinge of rust-colour; M ontagu one which had the head, some 
of the wing coverts, and the four first quill feathers, white; '  Selby 
one which had the four quill feathers, throat, part of the wing, and 
the outer tail feathers, white; and the ftev. Leonard Jenyns pne in 
which the lower half of the breast was white, and others spotted with 
white in various parts. Some have the upper part of the breast, and 
others part of the back of the neck white; others, .without the white 
head, have a greyish spot on the throat. S ir William Jardine describes
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| | '  one as entirely brown, excepting tbe forebead and back of the head 
throat, sides of the mouth, and tips of the quills, which were white- 
another, pale reddish brown, the upper tail coverts and base of the 
outer tail feathers pale yellowish red, the former shewing a bar; the 
back of the head pure white, extending over each eye.

I  have much gratification in communicating the following new theory 
of what will, I  have hardly a doubt, prove to be the fact of the case 
respecting the striking changes in the plumage of this bird. Mr.
Arthur Strickland has written down for me the substance of a previous 
conversation on the subject, as follows:—1‘This bird has a regular 
periodical change of plumage that has not, as far as I  know, been 
before explained. I t  begins life in a d^rk plain brown plumage, with 
a distinctly defined dark cream-coloured head; it then leaves this 
country as it is a regular migratory species; it returns the next spring 
in a much lighter brindled brown plumage, with a pale orange-coloured 
head, which pale orange in old specimens extends over part of the 
neck and shoulders; but in the intermediate time it has undergone a 
marked change of plumage, losing entirely all portions of the cream-colour 
of the head, which is in fact only a breeding state of dress. In  the 
winter dress it is of very rare occurrence in this country, but if by 
chance it does occur, it will be found as above described, in all 
respects answering the description of the Harpy Hawk of Brisson; 
but specimens taken upon their first arrival in spring, may be often 
got with the cream-coloured head only partly developed/ A variety 
of this bird was deep brown, almost black, all over.

I t  is a very curious fact that Mr. Arthur Strickland has met with 
no young birds from the nests in Yorkshire without the white cap 
on the head, and the Rev. Leonard Jenyns none in Cambridgeshire 
that had it; and further, in a communication to Mr. Allis, Mr. Strickland 
says that the only adult bird without the white cap he ever saw, 
was from Cambridgeshire, which is certainly very singular. Can there 
be two species confounded together?

In  old individuals the festoon of the bill is more distinct, and the 
bill itself larger; the toes and claws stronger.

“ Some haggard Hawk which had her eyrie nigh 
Well pounced to fagten, and well winged to fly.”

#  DRYDU3T.
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HEN HARRIER.

BOD TIN W IN , IN  AN CIEN T B R IT IS H .

W H ITE HAW K. DOVE H AW K. BLU E H AW K, (M A LE.)

RIN G TA IL, (FE M A LE .) H ARPY HAW K.

Citcus cyaneus, F leming . Selby. Falco cyaneus, M ontagu.
Falco torquatus, Brisson . Falco pygargus, L innaeus.

Circus—The Greek name of some species of Hawk. Cyaneus—B lu e -
blue coloured.

IT is somewhat surprising tha t Mr. Yarrell should appear to give 
Montagu the credit of determining that the two supposed species, 

the H en H arrier and the Ringtail, are identical, when the fact had 
been long before previously observed by W illughby.

•‘I t  has become know n/ says Yarrell, ‘on account of a supposed 
partiality to some part of the produce of the farm-yard, by the more 
general name of H en H arrie r/ The K ite and the Sparrow-Hawk 
have however, an equal claim to the distinction. ‘The male,9 says 
Mr. St. John, ‘is distinguished from afar by his nearly white p lum age/ 
Bewick/s description of this bird  seems to me in some particulars to 
apply to the next species.

The H en H arrier is widely distributed, being found in the low and 
flat districts of France, Germany, Holland, Scandinavia, Russia, Italy, 
Turkey, Greece, and other countries of Europe; in India, Siberia, 
Tartary, Japan, China, Persia, Palestine, Asia Minor, and other parts 
of Asia; in Africa, as in Algeria, Morocco and Abyssinia; | l  is not 
found in N orth America, as was formerly supposed, the American 
birds being of a distinct species.

In  this country, though in no part numerous, it is generally dis­
persed in England, Ireland, and Scotland. In  Yorkshire it  used to Q 
be not uncommon on the low grounds and carrs; sometimes ihet w ith 
in the E ast R iding, one, December 29th., 1882, a t Meltonby, near 
Pocklington, rare near Sheffield and Leeds, and not very unfrequently 
near Huddersfield. I t  has also bred on Hambledon, and in the neigh­
bourhood of Pickering. In  Lincolnshire has occurred a t Bilsby. In

136 S E N  SARRIE& .



^  -'**/' r»»-' it» t: ’■*, i  '*

0
U F N H A R R I K R. . §1 $jjp**

9



Cornwall on© was shot by Mr. May, at Gwillinvase, August 18th., 1857__
another a female, June 4th., I860. I t  has also been accustomed to breed 
in the counties of Devon, Dorset, Somerset, Gloucester, Monmouth,
Durham, Hants, Cumberland, Kent, Sussex, Norfolk, Salop, Wilts.,
Suffolk, Cambridge, Huntingdon, Notts., Northants., and Northumberland.

In  Wales at Llandudno.
In  Scotland toe, in those of Wigton, Lanark, Haddington, Selkirk 

Stirling, and the Highlands generally.
In  Ireland on the Wicklow mountains.
I t  is a perennial inhabitant of the Hebrides and Orkneys. I t  

seems to frequent the lower lands in the winter, and the higher in 
the summer.

The Hen Harrier attaches itself to open wastes, downs, and commons 
wide moors, fens, and marshy situations, where sedge and stunted 
bushes, furze, or heather, are the natural growth. I t  appears to roost 
only on the ground, and is easily trapped.

Its  flight is low, but light and buoyant, though not very swift. 
Sometimes it hovers in the air for a short time, somewhat in the 
manner of the Kestrel: again it sails on motionless pinions, but 
generally with quick pulsations. Before commencing the nest, both 
birds may be seen soaring about and sporting in the a ir: occasionally 
they do so at a considerable elevation, wheeling in circles. Its  attitude 
when settled, is nearly erect, and it mostly selects some little eminence 
to alight on.

I t  beats its hunting grounds with regularity, both of plan and time, 
and with careful investigation. Game, both old and young, curlews, 
partridges, pheasants, fowls, lapwings, buntings, larks, snipes, gtonechats, 
and other larger and smaller birds, leverets, rabbits, rats, mice, and 
other small animals, lizards, vipers, snakes, and frogs, with occasionally 
dead fish, compose its food, and all these it pounces on on the ground,
If it does chase anything in the air, it does not seize it there, but 
drives it first to the earth. One, however has been seen flying off 
with a grouse. Mr. Thompson relates of another as follows:—fA 
sportsman having killed a snipe, was in the act of reloading his gun, 
when the Hawk sweeping quickly past him, made a stoop to carry off 

• the snipe, and when just seizing the bird, was itself' brought down by 
the second barrel/ So it wiy, somewhat in the same manner as said 
of the Peregrine, when it has made a capture, and rob it of its booty.
No fewer than twenty lizards were found in a specimen which was 
killed near London.

The note is loud? and clear, and resembles in some degree that of 
the Kestrel. # .

1 VOL. i .  # . * t
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The nest, which is built on open wastes, and frequently in a furze 
cover, and placed on or near the ground, is composed of small sticks 
rudely put together, sedge, reeds, flags, grass and other coarse ma­
terials. I t  is made of considerable height, sometimes as much as a 
foot and a half; possibly in such cases a safeguard against floods. 
One has been known thus raised to the height of four feet perhaps 
a second storey had been added to a former tenement. The male 
assists the female occasionally in the task of incubation. The young 
are hatched early in June: both parents are said to supply them  with 
food. They have been known to remove them from danger in their
talons.

The late R. H . Sweeting, Esq., of Oharmouth, mentioned in a letter 
to Mr. Yarrell the fact of a Ringtail and M ontagu's H arrier having 
been shot together at their nest.

The oggs are four or five in number, sometimes, I  believe, six; 
and most frequently white, or bluish, or greenish white, and in some 
instances, more distinctly spotted, but often slightly marked with 
yellowish brown or light brown. Bewick describes some as of a 
reddish colour, with a few white spots.

Male; weight, about twelve or thirteen ounces; length, from sixteen 
to eighteen inches or eighteen inches and a half; bill, black; cere, 
yellow; iris, yellow; a number of bristles almost hide the cere at the 
base of the bill. The head, which is bluish grey, is surrounded by 
a wreath of short stiff feathers, white a t the base, and slightly tipped* 
with grey; neck, ash grey; nape, the same, bu t occasionally mottled 
with reddish brown, as are other parts of the plumage while in  the 
changing state; chin and throat, fine light grey. Breast, on the upper 
part grey, on the lower part white, or bluish white. M ontagu describes 
one specimen which was streaked with dusky; back, fine light grey. 
The wings reach to within two inches of the end of the tail, and ex­
pand to above three feet—the first quill is shorter than the sixth: all 
the feathers very soft. Mr. Yarrell quotes in his work an observation 
which I  had recorded some years before in my magazine the 'N atu ­
ra lis t /  as to the fourth quill feather in the female being the longest* 
and the th ird  in the male. H e suggests that in such cases the birds 
may have been killed in autumn before the ultimate relative length  * 
of the feathers has been gained. Th^ question, however, would be a 
puzzling one, why one feather should grow faster than another— 'who 
shall decide?' A difficulty is certainly pu t in  the way of founding 
specific distinctions on the relative length of the quill feathers, as I  
have already pointed out in the case of the Sparrow-Hawk, and shall 
have occasion again to do in  that of the Snowy Owl.
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Greater wing coverts, grey; lesser wing coverts, grey, but they seem 
■j to be tlie last part of the plumage that loses the ferruginous tint of 

the young bird. The first six primaries, nearly black, are white at 
the base, and tipped with grey; the others grey on the outer webs, 
white on the inner, and faintly barred with dark grey: the first feather 
is very short, and the lightest coloured, the fourth the longest, the 
third nearly as l(5ng, the fifth a little longer than the second the 
seventh about the length of the first. Secondaries and tertiaries, grey 
on the outer webs and tips, white on the inner webs; larger and lesser 
under wing coverts, white. The tail, white, except the two middle 
feathers, which are grey, with sometimes a few markings; the inner 
webs of the outer ones barred with eight dark grey or dusky bars, 
the outer webs grey, without bars generally, but some have them 
slightly barred with rust-colour; underneath, it is greyish white, with 
traces of five darker bars; upper and under tail coverts, white. Legs, 
long, feathered, and, as the toes, yellow; claws, black.

Female; weight, about eighteen ounces; length, one foot eight to 
one foot nine inches; bill, black; cere, yellow; iris, yellow; the eyes 
are surrounded with white or pale greyish yellow; bristles about the 
bill; forehead, pale greyish yellow. Head, brown, the feathers mar­
gined with rufous, forming a faint collar; neck also brown; the ruff, 
which is more distinct than in the male, dusky, or reddish, or yellowish 
white, or white, the shafts of the feathers brown; nape, rufous; chin, 
white; throat, light rufous, the feathers streaked with pale brown. 
Breast, yellowish white, or pale rufous brown, streaked with orange 
brown or dusky in the centre of each feather, and the shafts still 
darker. Back, brown, varied with yellowish or reddish brown.

The wings, as in the male, except as to the length of the quills,
(vide supra)—they expand to from two feet and a half to two feet 
ten inches. Greater and lesser wing coverts, brown, margined with 
rufous, several of them have one or two round concealed white spots; 
primaries, dusky, the outer webs cinereous, barred beneath with 
white and dark brown; secondaries and tertiaries, dusky, slightly 
edged with a paler shade; greater and lesser under wing coverts, 
reddish white, with dark centres to the feathers. Tail, light brown, 
white atf the base, barred on the side feathers with waved bars of 

% darker and lighter brown—gix on the middle, and four on the side 
featheA—the lighter one shaded to rufous on the inner webs, which 
appear whitish underneath, the last bar is the widest; the inner 
webs, excepting those of the two middle feathers, pale reddish grey; 
the shafts pale brown. In  some specimens the outer feather on 
each side is light, and without bars; the tip of the tail, whitish  ̂ g
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or pale rust colour; underneath, the tail is paler, the middle feathers 
barred with dusky black and dull white. Tail coverts, white, some- , 
times with a few brown markings; under tail coverts, yellowish white, 
but lighter and less marked, sometimes spotless. Legs, yellow, feathered 
in front, as in the male, one-third down; toes, yellow; claws, black.

The young are a t first covered with white down—the males are 
smaller than the | females, and lighter coloured. The females as they 
advance in age change the brown for more of grey, and the light 
for greyish yellow; the bars on the wings shew more d istinc tly ,, 
from the intervals becoming lighter and also encroaching upon them. 
The males gradually change from brown to grey, commencing the 
transformation when about a year old: the former however is their 
bridegroom's attire. W hen fully fledged, the bill is blackish brown, 
yellow at the base; cere, yellow; iris, dark brown; head and neck, 
brown, edged with rufous; the ruff the same, bu t paler a t the edges. 
Breast, brownish red, each feather having a central band of brown; 
back, rich brown; primaries and secondaries, edged with brownish 
grey, the dark bands indistinct, except on the inner webs. The tail 
has four bands of dark brown, and four of pale red, the end one, of 
the latter colour, fades into white; upper tail coverts, white spotted 
with brown; legs, yellow; toes, blackish brown.

The older the female, the more is there of the brown colour, and 
the tail is more tinged with grey.

In  one kept in confinement, the upper bill grew so much hooked 
as almost to prevent the bird from feeding; bu t by cutting  half an 
inch of it off, the difficulty was removed.

‘Among the mountains of Moume, in the county of D ow n,' says 
William Thompson, Esq., of Belfast, 'th is bird has been observed by 
the Rev. G. M. Black, who remarks tha t the Ringtail or female may 
be readily distinguished when on the wing by the whitish m arking 
above the tail.'

“ And like the haggard, checks at every feather 
That comes before his eye.”

Twelfth Night.
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|?.V MONTAGU'S HARRIER.

Circus Montagui\ Y a r r e l l . Falco hyemalis, P e n n a n t . Fatco cineraceus 
cinerarias and cinerareus, M o n t a g u . Buteo cineraceus, F l e m i n g . J e n y n s .

Circus—The Greek name of some species of Hawk. Montagui_Of
I Montagu.

I  HAVE followed Mr. Yarrell in both the Latin and the English 
denominations of this species, as the previous one has an equal 

right with it to the descriptive title of ‘’ash-coloured/ The compliment 
too of the name is properly claimed for Montagu, the first to dis­
criminate the two species—'hum des nominis hujus honorem/

Montagu's Harrier occurs in the southern countries of Europe, in 
Sweden, Finland, Denmark, Hungary, Poland, Silesia, Austria, Dalmatia, 
Illyria, Italy, Switzerland, Belgium, Holland, Germany, and France; in 
Asia, in Palestine, Persia, as far east as India, China, and Ceylon; 
and in Africa, namely in Sennaar, Abyssinia, Kordofan, Algeria, the 
Cape, the Comoro Islands, and in the Canaries. In  America it appears 
to be unknown.

The present is a much shyer species than the other, and therefore 
more versatile on the wing, the legs are also shorter and the wings 
longer.

Different views seem to have been taken as to the numbers of this 
bird among us. Mr. Hewitson's account seems to me to be the correct 
one, that 'though at one time more abundant than has been supposed, 
it is now becoming rare, and exceedingly difficult to procure/ I t  has 
been mostly met with of late in the southern and south-western 
counties: one in my possession, a young bird, was shot on the western 
border of Dorsetshire. I t  was given to me, and I  had it stuffed, and 
have it still. In  Yorkshire various specimens have been obtained, 
especially, as might readily be imagined by those who know the 
locality, on Thorne Moor, contiguous to the f  Level of Hatfield Chase/

» where it used to breed not l<3ng since; also near Burlington Quay, as 
late as 1871. The Fens of the Eastern District would seem however 
to be rather its stronghold, as no doubt more or less other unre­
claimed wastes in divers parts of the country. Two near Doncaster in 
1835, others near York, one shot by the gamekeeper' of Mr. Brodrick, 
of Hampole, #afterwards in the hands of the Rev. R. Lucas, of Edith •
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W eston; a pair were killed in Kent, near Dover, in 1845; one also 
at Midley, in Romney Marsh, in 1854. In  Devonshire one, in Mr. 
Julian's collection; one near Kingsbridge, in 1847, and one near 
Plympton, in May, 1861. In  Cornwall one at Enys, in  the possession 
of Mr. Frank Enys, of Enys. I t  used to be not uncommon in the 
W est of the County. In  Sussex, Mr. Knox says tha t it  has been 
more often met with than the Hen Harrier, also in Somersetshire, 
Suffolk, Cambridgeshire, Shropshire, Huntingdonshire, Northumberland, 
Pembrokeshire, and Norfolk. I t  becomes still less frequent towards 
the north, but appears to be known in Scotland, in Sutherlandshire, 
where it breeds near Bonar Bridge, and doubtless in other counties also; 
once, it  is said, in Caithness. In  Ireland i t  is believed tha t one if 
not more specimens have occurred, namely, at Bray, and Scalp, near 
Wicklow, but none have been preserved.

The flight of this species resembles that of the H en H arrier, bu t 
Selby says that it is more rapid and more strikingly buoyant. They 
roost on the ground, and in large flocks in countries where they are 
plentiful.

I ts  food consists of small birds, such as larks and finches, as also, 
and indeed mainly, of snakes, which it  seems to prefer to lizards, vipers, 
frogs, toads, and other reptiles, and even the eggs of small birds, 
which are said often to be swallowed whole, if not too large, grass­
hoppers and other insects.

Nidification commences in  Marbh or April, incubation in May, and 
the young are hatched in the middle of June or July, and the birds 
moult in August. The male brings the hen-bird food when sitting, 
'for which she flies to meet him, and catches it in  the air. She often
begins to sit as soon as the first egg is laid, so tha t the young
are of various ages.

The nest is built on the ground, generally in some tu ft of furze, 
and is composed of grass, sedge, rushes, or flags.

The eggs are usually four or five in  num ber, rarely six; they are 
white, or white with a cast of light blue, and in some instances spotted 
with brown.

Male; weight, between nine and ten  ounces; length, about one foot 
five or six inches; bill, dusky black, the tip  slender and very acute.
Cere, dull yellow; iris, yellow; b ristles%almost hide the cere; head,
neck, and nape, ligh t ash-coloured; the ruff is bu t obscurely#visible. 
Chin, throat, and breast, light ash-coloured on the upper half, white 
on the lower, the la tter streaked down the shafts of the feathers with 
ferruginous. Back, ash-coloured, ra ther darker on brownish on the 
upper part. The wings expand to the width of three feefc eight or

t
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nine inches, and extend, when closed, beyond the tail. Greater and 
lesser wing coverts, ash-coloured; primaries, nearly black, greyish at 
the tips; the third quill is the longest in the wing, being an inch 
longer than the second, the first is a little longer than the fifth; the 
outside ones are the darkest, and gradually become lighter. Secondaries 
ash-coloured, the latter crossed by three dusky black bars, of which 
only one is visible above when the wings are closed. Tertiaries, ash- 
coloured; larger and lesser under wing coverts, white, barred with 
light ferruginous; middle feathers of the tail, ash-coloured, the outer 
ones white, barred with ferruginous; underneath it is dull white, barred 
with dusky 'grey; under tail coverts, white. Legs, slender, yellow, 
and feathered in front about a fourth down; toes, slender and yellow; 
claws, black.

Female; weight, between thirteen and fourteen ounces; length, one 
foot six to one foot seven inches; bill, nearly black; cere, dull yellow; 
iris, yellow; over the eye is a streak of dull white; bristles on the 
cere. Crown and back of the head, reddish brown, edged with a 
lighter shade; neck, brown, nape, brown, edged with yellowish white.
Chin and throat, light yellowish rufous; breast, light reddish brown, 
streaked with a darker shade. Back, dark brown, the feathers margined 
with ferruginous. Wings, as in the male, in proportion; greater and 
lesser wing coverts, dark brown, edged with ferruginous; primaries 
secondaries, and tertiaries, dusky; greater and lesser under wing 
coverts, brown. Tail, dark brown on the centre feathers, the side 
ones barred with two shades of reddish brown, except the outer, which 
are barred with reddish brown and white. Tail coverts, brown, mixed 
with a little white. Legs and toes, yellow; claws, black. In  advanced 
age the whole plumage becomes lighter.

The young male in the first year has the head and neck ferruginous; 
each feather streaked with dark brown; chin, throat, and breast, 
uniform reddish brown. In  the young female the breast is without 
the streaks; back, dark brown, (in my specimen nearly all the feathers 
are margined with light rufous;) greater and lesser wing coverts the 
same, margined with ferruginous; wings underneath, reddish brown; 
.primaries, secondaries, and tertiaries, dull black; both the latter tipped 
with rufous. Tail, with five bands of dark and four of greyish brown;

# underneath, dull reddish white, with four or five bands of brownish 
g rey ;# tail coverts, white, tipped with rufous; under tail coverts, pale 
rufous. In  the next stage the head is brown and rufous; chin and 
throat, light grey; breast, white. Greater wing coverts, dark brown; 
lesser wing coverts, lighter brown, varied with rufous and grey; 
primaries and secondaries, blackish brown. Tail, except the two » •
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middle feathers, barred with brown and rufous; the middle ones have 
the outer webs light grey: the inner, grey, with five dark brown bands; 
underneath it is barred with greyish white and brown. U nder tail 
coverts, white, with a rufous streak on the centre of each feather.

These birds vary extremely in plumage, the males occurring in every 
stage of gradation from the garb of the female to their own perfect 
hue; some even vary on different sides. I  have gfcen two in the 
collection of Mr. Chaffey, of Doddington, Kent, and have heard of 
another, of a uniform dark colour, almost black. A  fourth, a similar 
variety, is described in the ‘Zoologist/ as having the nape irregularly 
marked with white.

“ Let the Hawk stoop, his prey is flown.”
Mctrmion.

SHORT-EARED OWL. 4
D YLLUAN GLUSTIO G, IN  A N CIEN T B R IT IS H .

WOODCOCK OWL. 8HO RT-HO RNED OWL. HAW K OW L. MOUSE HAW K.

Strix brackyoios, Montagu. Bew ick . Strix ulula, Latham .
Otus brachyotus, Selby. Gould.

Strix—A kind of Owl. Brachyotos—brachiis—Short. Ous, (plural ota)—An ear.

TH E  remark made at the commencement of the next article, applies 
in  a modified degree to the bird whose natural history is a t present 

under consideration. I  hope we shall never ourselves be so overwise 
as to undervalue the tales of our childhood; and, if so, the question 
'w hat ears you have 1 * and the philosophical answer 'th e  better to hear 
w ith /  will never be effaced from our recollection.

The Short-eared Owl is found in Germany, Holland, and most parts 
of Europe; as also in N orth and Soutlj America, from Greenland 
Newfoundland, and the F u r Countries, to Cuba, La Plata, Buenos 
Ayres, the S traits of Magellan, the Falkland Islands, Terra del Fuego, 
and the Galapagos. So too in Asia, in China, namely, the Ladrone 
Islands, Assam, Burmah, Japan, Singapore, Bochara; Palestine, Meso­
potamia, etc. Likewise in Africa, as in Algeria, Morocco, Natal and
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Abyssinia. They are said to breed in Tangiers with a different species,
the progeny being a mixture of the two, even to the colour of the 
eyes.

I t  occurs m Yorkshire by no means uncommonly, as near Nafferton 
and Burlington, but in other parts less so, as about Barnsley and 
Halifax. I  saw one at Nunburnholme, October 23rd. 1875. In  Lincoln­
shire they frequent the marsh at North Cotes, near Tetney. Rather 
common in Devonshire.

Unlike the next species, this one avoids the shelter of woods and 
makes itself conspicuous in the open country, seeming to prefer moist 
situations, fens, heaths, moors, and other such places; in the eastern 
side of the island it is the most numerous, as having crossed over 
from the continent.

I t  is a migratory bird, arriving among us in October, and departing 
in March; and as five or six are sometimes found roosting together it 
is deemed probable that they migrate in flocks, more or less large.
On one occasion, in Ireland, thirteen or fourteen were seen in company, 
as many, or more, are not unfrequently thus seen soon after their first 
arrival. They breed in Northumberland, and probably other northern 
counties; and even southwards, on to Cambridgeshire; in the Orkneys, 
in Dumfriesshire, Bast Lothian, and other parts of Scotland: several 
of their nests have been found in Norfolk, and one, it is believed, 
in Suffolk. They used to breed regularly in the Bens/ before the 
drainage, and Professor Newton mentions that some eggs were taken 
at Littleport, in the Isle of Ely, in 1864, and that he himself saw 
young birds unable to fly, in Elveden, in the last named county, in 
August, 1854. They have also bred in Yorkshire, Shropshire, and 
other shires, no doubt far more widely formerly than now: the greater 
part however leave again in the early spring.

They prowl by day, especially in dull weather, and may sometimes 
be seen hawking over turnip fields, as well as in more wild districts, 
which they naturally prefer. W hen disturbed, they fly but a little 
way, and then alight again on the ground': for the most part they lie 
close. I f  captured they defend themselves with much spirit, as does 
the Long-eared Owl, but are in some degree tameable, so much so as 
to take food from the hand. One kept by Montagu never drank 
during six months. They haye been observed to retreat into rabbit-* 
holes, ai> the entrance of which they had been stationed, after the 
manner of the Burrowing Owl of America.

On occasion this species exhibits considerable powers of flight, 
and if teased by the pursuit of a Rook or other bird, easily sur­
mounts it, and sometimes ascends to a great height, where it wheels »
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about in circles. I t  flies mucb after the manner of a Sea-gull, and 
seems but very seldom to perch on trees.

Young or weakly grouse, pigeons, plovers, larks, yellow-hammers, 
and other small birds, chickens, which it  sometimes snaps up even 
in the day-time from the barn-door, rats, mice, reptiles, beetles, and 
other insects compose the prey of the Short-eared Owl. The legs of 
a Purre were found in the stomach of one, and in another the remains 
of a bat. ‘ Generally speaking/ says Bishop Stanley, ‘a more useful 
race of birds does not exist, since with the exception of one or two 
of the larger and rarer species, their food consists entirely of vermin 
and insects, very prejudicial to our crops, and which, bu t for these 
nocturnal hunters, might do serious mischief. A striking instance of 
their utility occurred some years ago in the neighbourhood of Bridge- 
water, in Somersetshire, where during the summer such incredible 
numbers of mice overran the country as to destroy a large portion 
of vegetation; and their ravages might have extended to an alarming 
degree, had it not been for a sudden assemblage of Owls, which 
resorted from all parts to prey upon them. The like is recorded of 
a ‘sore plague of strange mice*, in K ent and Essex, in the year 1580, 
or 1581, and again, in the same counties in 1648. In  1754 the same 
thing is said to have occurred a t Hilgay, near Downham M arket, in 
Norfolk. Short-eared Owls, to the num ber of twenty-eight, have been 
counted in a single field, collected together, no doubt, by swarms of 
mice which in a favourable season had been bred there.* The “ fur 
and feather** swallowed, is cast up by this and the other owls, in small 
pellets.

The note is said by Meyer to be soft and pleasing, and to resemble 
the words ‘kiou, k io u / I f  alarmed for their young, they u tter a shrill 
cry, as they fly and hover about, and make, as also at other times, 
a snapping noise with their bills. The motion is so quick in doing 
this, th a t it  is with difficulty the opening and shu tting ' of the bill 
can be observed.

The nest, which is built on the ground among long grass, heather, 
rushes, or fern, is composed of moss, hay, or grass, or even formed by 
a mere hollow in the earth. The young have been found seated on 
the ground near the nest before they were able to fly.

The eggs, which are white, are from three to five in number.
The whole plumage of these birds is very soft. Male, weight, about 

eleven ounces; length, one foot two to one foot three inches; bill, 
bluish or brownish black, and partly concealed by the plum age; cere, 
the same, the feathers about it  also white with black shafts. Iris, 
yellow, with a tinge of red, surrounded by a ring  of brownish black
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^  V passing into white, and broadest behind; the feathers of the wreath 
which encircles the face are striped with light ferruginous and black 
the latter predominating near the ears, those in front turned forwards 
and hiding the cere: the white is surrounded by a whitish line. The 
head, which is small, is dusky, the feathers edged with light ferru- 
ginous. The crown is. furnished with two tufts or ‘soi-disant* ears 
but which in thfs species are not very conspicuous, and are chiefly 
set up when the bird is asleep or in a quiescent state. Bewick says 
that if frightened, the tufts are depressed, but the fact is that their 
then disappearance is rather caused by all the feathers of the head 
being raised so as nearly to hide the former. These tufts, which 
are placed near together, are composed of three or four feathers not 
much longer than the other feathers of the head, the longest being 
less than an inch in length; they are dusky on the outer webs 
and yellowish white on the inner. Neck, nape, chin, and throat, pale 
buff, with' oblong dark brown streaks; breast, pale buff, sometimes 
darker, streaked with dark brown, wider above and narrower lower 
down on the shafts of the feathers, which are edged with yellowish.
Back, dusky, the feathers edged with light ferruginous. The wings, 
long and broad, expand to the width of about three feet, or a little 
more; underneath, they are yellowish white, the dark bars on the 
inner webs shewing through—they reach about an inch beyond the 
tail. Greater and lesser wing coverts, mottled with dark dusky and 
ferruginous, some of them spotted with yellowish white. Primaries, 
very broad, yellowish salmon-colour, hatred with dark brown, greyish 
and speckled towards the tips, white at the base of the outer webs: 
the second is the longest, the third nearly as long, the fourth a 
little shorter than the first; some of the quills are strongly serrated 
on the outer edge. The two or three first have one or two dusky 
bars, the next two or three, and the rest two, three, or four, on 
the outer webs; and all have one irregular bar, or part of one, on 
the inner—the bars are only on the outer half of the quills. Second­
aries also broad, dusky buff, spotted with dull white, forming irregular 
bars; tertiaries, dusky buff; larger and lesser under wing coverts, 
as the wings; underneath, the feathers are edged with brown, with 
a few brown spots.

t  Tail, rather short, buff, with four or five broad bands of dark dusky 
brown on the six middle feathers; the two centre ones spotted with, 
dusky on the interstices; the bars on the outer feathers are fewer 
and imperfect, and the yellow on the outside feathers is shaded off 
to whitish; those "have only two irregular brown bars on the inner' 
webs; the tips yellowish white. Tail coverts, yellowish brown faintly % ,
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edged with a darker shade; under tail coverts, white. Legs, feathered 
pale buff, short and thick; the third and fourth toes are united at 
the base by a short web; the first is the shortest, and has an exten­
sive lateral motion, the third is the longest, the second and fourth 
nearly equal. Toes, the same, the feathers pale buff in colour, assuming 
a hairy appearance, bu t they are bare beneath.. Claws, much hooked, 
blackish grey, the middle one grooved beneath, witfh a sharp inner 
edge.

Female; length, about one foot four inches; the breast is rather 
deeper tinted than in the male, and the streaks broader. The back, 
is rather lighter than in the male. The wings expand to the width 
of three feet one or two inches.

Pale varieties have occurred occasionally.

“ O, when the moon shines, and dogs do howl,
Then, then, is the joy of the Horned Owl.”

B a r r y  C o r n w a l l .

LONG-EARED OWL.

DYLLUAN GORNIOG, IN  ANCIENT B R IT IS H .

LONG-HORNED OW L. HORNED H O W LET.

S trix  otus, L innaeus. L atham . Otus vulgaris, F lem ing . Selby.

S tr ix — Some species of Owl. Ous, (plural ota)— An ear.

A S wisdom is certainly both more to be acquired by, and more to 
be considered to exist as the consequence of hearing, than of 

any other of the senses, the 'e a rs ’ of this species may have been the 
procuring cause of the agnomen of the ‘B ird of wisdom’ attaching 
to its kind. I t  m ight, however, possibly be objected to this theory, 
that if it  were correct, the ass should be deemed the wisest of ahimals.

The Long-eared Owl is plentiful in many countries of all the four 
quarters of the globe. In  Europe it occurs in Denmark, Russia 
Sweden, Norway, France, Italy , Greece, and its °Islands; Turkey, 
Malta, Portugal, Sicily, and Spain. In  Asia, in Arabia, Persia,

148 LONG-EARED OWL.



• 0 k

L O N G - E A R B b  O W L  « |



I  <f eorp a  ̂ Palestine, Japan, China, and India, in Nepaul, Cashmere in . 
the low jungles near Delhi, and thence to the Punjaub. In Africa 
m Egypt, Algeria, the Azores, and the Canary Islands. In this country 
it is generally distributed, though nowhere numerous. In the fir 
woods north-east of York it is to be pretty commonly met with, and 
occurs, among other places, near Barnsley, Huddersfield, and Halifax 
and in various parts of the county, but is gradually becoming more 
scarce. One in Ampney Down, Gloucestershire, in 1868. In Oxford­
shire at Wroxton, and Kings Sutton. In Cornwall it has not been 
uncommon; several were obtained about the year 1867, from the 
neighbourhood of Penwarne. I t  is also a resident in Ireland/in Kildare, 
etc.; and Scotland, as in Gladsmuir woods, East Lothian, and on to 
Caithness. I t  has occurred in the Orkneys, and once in Shetland in
October, 1868, to further in the Ferroe Islands and Iceland, also in 
Guernsey and Sark.

This Owl is not only a nocturnal, but occasionally, and even in 
bright sunshine, a diurnal feeder: for the most part, however, it keeps 
quiet by day. I t  is readily tamed, and affords much amusement by 
the many grotesque attitudes it assumes, to which LoB ears and eyes 
give piquancy. I t  may often be detected with a small orifice left 
through which it is peeping when its eyes would seem to be shut, 
and it has the singular faculty of being able to close one eye while 
the other is not shut, so that it may appear to be 'wide awake’ on 
one side, while apparently asleep on the other, or, if asleep, may be 
so literally 'with one eye open.’ The ears are raised by any excite­
ment; at other times they are depressed. If attacked it makes a 
vigorous defence, throwing itself on its back, striking with its claws,

‘ and hissing and snapping with its bill. I f  provoked only, it merely 
makes a querulous noise. A friend of Mr. Thompson’s, of Belfast, 
kept this and the preceding species instead of cats, and found them 
more effective as destroyers of rats and mice. They were, he says,
‘very fond of having their ears rubbed.’ They naturally affect wooded 
districts.

A  good many breed in this country, but larger numbers arrive in 
tbe autumn, to depart again in the early spring.

Tbe food of tbis Owl consists of leverets, rabbits, rats, shrews, mice,
2  moles' sparrows, snipes, chaffinches, blackbirds, linnets, goldfinches, 

and other small birds, which it is said to surprise when at roost; as 
also of beetles and other insects, and at times fish. I t  seizes its prey 
with its bill, with which it carries it if not large, but if other­
wise transfers it to* its foot. Twenty-five pellets cast up by this bird 
produced the remains of two Titmice, and thirty-five voles and six mice. • •
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Meyer says that the note is described by the word 'hook.*
Nidification commences early in March, or perhaps even sooner. 

Thus the Rev. R. P . Alington wrote to me on the 11th. of April, 1862, 
eI  shot a young bird on the 7th. of this month, which m ust have left 
the nest ten days a t least. The eggs must have been laid therefore 
early in March, or the last week in February. Selby, according to 
Yarrell, says tha t ‘the young do not leave the nest for a month after 
hatch ing / In  tha t case the old bird must have laid early in February, 
or even in the last week of January.

Other birds* nests, such as crows, magpies, and ring-doves, are 
' generally, if not always, fitted up by the one before us as its domicile, 
by flattening them and lining them with a few feathers or a little wool.
I t  sometimes even locates itself in that of a squirrel, and is not deterred 
by its not being far from the ground. Trees, too, give it its  T.ocus 
standi,* evergreens, such as spruce, Scotch and other fir.s, holly, and 
ivy, seeming to be preferred, especially in large woods. Ivy-covered 
rocks, and even the ground it also nestles on. I t  appears to be thought 
by some th a t there is a difference of eight or ten  days in the laying 
of each egg, which are severally sat on in the intervals, causing a 
corresponding difference in the time of the young being hatched. ‘The 
Long-horned Owl,* says Mudie, ‘generally takes possession of the de­
serted nest of some other bird, such as one of the crow tribe, which 
nestle earlier, and thus have their brood out of the nest by the time 
th a t the Owl lays.* The Long-eared Owl, be it remembered, lays in 
March, and though I  th ink that Mr. Macgillivray is ra ther too severe 
upon Mudie, whose work is actually described by Mr. Neville Wood, 
as one of ‘the two best which have yet appeared!* yet I  cannot forbear 
asking here ‘a t what month in the year does Rook-shooting commence?
I f  the young Rooks have fled before March, they m ust have had but 
a  cold berth  of it  in February! Such an imagination as this reminds 
me of a somewhat corresponding mistake developed in an illustrated 
London paper. ‘Our own correspondent,* ‘on the spot* I  suppose, 
was describing the circumstance of H er Majesty*s witnessing the process 
of ‘shearing* in the H ighlands of Scotland, and a veritable engraving 
duly chronicled the barbarous despoiling of sheep of their fleeces in 
the m onth of October; and in tha t part of the kingdom  too! The 
w riter was not aware th a t the term  ‘shearing* applied in the north  of 0 
England to corn as well as to sheep, and had as little tho u g h t for the 
unfortunate animals, as Mudie for the wretched Rooks. See what I  
have recorded in  a preceding page as to the early nidification of one 
of these Owls. I f  a Rook had preceded it  in the tenancy, the nest 
m ust have been built the preceding winter.
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The eggs, which are of a round shape and white, generally two 
in number, but sometimes three or four, and some writers say five, are 
laid about the end of March or the beginning of April, by the latter 
end of which month the young are hatched.

'F o r the first month/ says Mr. Selby, 'they take up their abode in 
some adjoining tree, and for many subsequent days, indeed for weeks, 
may be heard after sunset uttering a plaintive call for food, during 
which time the parent birds are diligently employed in hawking for 
prey.’ I t  is thought by the Hon. (Jrantley F. Berkeley that this bird 
conveys its young in its feet, after the manner of the Woodcock, as 
he saw a nearly unfledged one on a high bough of a tree, which it 
could not have reached by itself.

These birds vary considerably in the depth and tone of their markings.
The whole plumage is exceedingly soft and downy. Male; weight, 
nine or ten ounces; length, from one foot two to one foot, three inches; 
bill, dull black, partly covered by the plumage—a streak of dark brown 
extends from it to the eye. Cere, flesh-coloured, hid by the feathers 
of the wreath, which are light brown on each outer side, with a half- 
circular boundary line of darker brown; on the inner side, dusky at 
the base, and white towards the tips. Iris, orange yellow, the radiated 
circle round the eye is cream-colour, faintly tinged with orange; the 
bristly feathers between the eyes and the bill are black at the base and 
white at the tips, the shafts black. Head, yellowish brown, mottled 
with darker and white. The forehead is very narrow in appearance, 
being closed in by the ruff on each side, which is formed of several 
rows of reversed feathers, and surrounds another series of similarly 
formed ones forming the face. The tufts, which are formed of from 
seven or eight to twelve feathers, an inch and a half or more in 
length, are brownish black in the middle, and edged with white, light, 
or rufous, or yellowish brown—the hind ones are the shortest; the face 
is ferruginous, speckled with black and rufous, and surrounded, in one 
of my specimens, with part of a circle of white on the lower side. 
Neck and nape, light yellowish brown, much speckled and streaked with 
brownish black, dusky, ash grey, rufous, or white—the whole elegantly 
blended. Chin, throat, and breast, dark greyish white or cream-coloured, 
mixed with light or rufous brown, and streaked with dark brown, the 

* shafts black; back, yellowish ,brown.
The Vings, when closed, reach a little beyond the end of the tail, 

and expand to the width of three feet, and from that to three feet two 
inches. The second quill feather is the longest, the third a little shorter, 
the fourth a little lcfnger than the first. Greater and lesser wing coverts, t 
light yellowish brown, speckled and streaked with brownish black, dusky m
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grey, rufous or white, all elegantly mingled; primaries, light brown or 
salmon-colour, barred and mottled towards their base with darker, tawny, 
or brown, and clouded with reddish grey, and brown at the tip s : the 
second feather is the longest, the first and fourth equal, the th ird  about 
half an inch shorter. Secondaries and tertiaries, barred more finely 
with tawny and dull black, and mottled; larger and lesser under wing 
coverts, light brownish yellow, with a spot of black at the base of the 
primaries. Tail, barred and speckled irregularly on the middle feathers, 
and decidedly on the outer, with dusky and cinereous brown, yellowish 
or reddish orange, or dull white. I t  is square in shape, ra ther short, 
and composed of twelve broad rounded feathers; underneath, greyish 
white, crossed with narrow bars of dusky brown. U nder tail coverts, 
light brown, verging to white; legs, feathered with light brown or 
buff feathers. Toes, the same, except the ends of the two front ones 
the third and fourth connected at the base by a short web; the first 
is capable of extended side motion, the th ird  is the longest, the second 
and fourth nearly equal. Claws, dull black, inclining to pink a t the 
base, they are rather long, much curved, and sharp.

Female; length, one foot two to one foot four inches; the wreath is 
lighter, and the back has more greyish white than in the male: the 
older the birds, the more grey. The wings expand to the width of 
from three feet two to three feet four inches.

The young are at first covered with white down, which next turns 
to yellowish, with which brown becomes gradually interspersed. A t 
first the bars on the wings and tail are more distinct, and the streaks 
broader and darker, as indeed is the whole plumage, than in the adult 
birds.

“ The Owl awakens from the dell,
The Fox is heard upon the fell.’1

The L a d y  o f  the Lake.
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EAGLE OWL.

GEEAT OWL. GREAT-EARED OWL. GREAT-HORNED OWL. GREAT-TUETED OWL.

S trix  Bubo, L i n n ^&u s . Montagu. Bubo maximus, Selby. Gould.

S trix — Some kind of Owl. Bubo— The Latin name of some kind of Owl.

* "T T T H A T  eyes he h a s !y in the words of the worthy gentleman 
V V recorded in Mr. Scrope*s ‘ Days and nights of salmon fishing/ 

who trolled for a whole day in the vain attempt to catch a wooden 
pike stuck at the bottom of a pond, and then declared to the host, 
who enquired if he had caught it for dinner, that though indeed he 
had not succeeded in doing so, yet that it had ‘ run at him several 
times 1 * Such was his innocent belief.

The Eagle Owl, as may be inferred from its name, has much of the 
character and appearance of the former bird—the Owl in fact is merged 
in the Eagle.

The stronghold of this fine bird appears to be the north of Europe, 
but it also occurs in many of the Pennine ranges of the south. It 
inhabits Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Russia, Lapland, Germany, 
Switzerland, Turkey, Hungary, Sardinia, France, and Spain. I t  ** 
also occurs in China, Siberia, India, Asia Minor, Astrakhan, and 
other parts of Asia: Meyer says that it is found in Africa, as in 
fact it is, namely, in Egypt and Algeria; and in North and South 
America, but though Wilson seems to take it for granted that 
Pennant was right in considering the Virginian Homed Owl of the 
latter continent only a variety of the species before us, yet if that is 
the one meant by Meyer, I  think it is distinct, judging from Wilson’s 
own description.

In  Yorkshire, a specimen of this bird was shot in the month of 
March, 1845, in the woods of Clifton Castle, near Bedale, one of 

• the most beautifully-situated ^residences in the kingdom, the seat of 
Timothy Hutton, Esq., late High-Sheriff*, and since his death of a 
connection of mine, Mr. James Pulleine; another at Horton, near 
Bradford, about the year 1824; and a third was caught in a wood 
near Harrogate, in* the summer of 1832. One was taken in the year 
1848, as I  am informed by the Rev. R. P . Alington, in the parish of • • 

v o l . 1 .  x
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Stainton Le Yale, Lincolnshire. Others have been met with in Kent, 
Sussex, Devonshire, Suffolk, Oxfordshire, and Durham ; several near 
Melbourne in D erbyshire; one at Shardlow, in 1828; one a t Ham p­
stead, near London, on the 3rd. of November, 1845, which had been 
previously wounded in the wing. In  Norfolk one was taken alive in 
the year 1853. There need, I  think, be scarcely any doubt bu t that 
some of these have been birds esoaped from confinement. In  Ireland, 
four specimens were stated to have visited the county of Donegal, 
after a great snow-storm from the north-east.

In  Scotland one, in the last century, in F ifeshire; and in  Aberdeen- 
shire one in February, 1866. Iu  Wales, near Swansea. In  the Orkney 
Islands it is considered to be a permanent resident.

‘ Owls have been noticed,5 says Bishop Stanley, e for an extraordinary 
attachment to their young ; whether, however, it  exceeds tha t of other 
birds or animals may be very difficult to say, bu t they will certainly 
visit and feed them long after they have been separated from the nest. 
Some young Owls which had been so far tamed as to take food from 
the hand, were observed to lose all their familiarity on being hung 
out during the night, in consequence of renewed visits from the 
supposed parent birds, who fed them with as much care and attention 
as if they had been with them without interruption. Another instance 
in point was witnessed by a Swedish gentleman, who resided several 
years on a farm near a steep mountain, on the summit of which two 
Eagle Owls had built their nest. One day in the m onth of July, a 
young bird having quitted the nest was caught by the servants. This 
b ird  was, considering the season of the year, well feathered, b u t the 
down appeared here and there between those feathers which had 
not yet attained their full growth. After it  was caught it  was shut 
in a large hen-coop, when to his surprise on the following m orning 
a fine young partridge was found lying dead before the door of the 
coop. I t  was immediately concluded that this provision had been 
brought there by the old Owls, which no doubt had been making 
search in the night-tim e for their lost young one, and such was indeed 
the fact, for n igh t after night for fourteen days was this same m ark 
of attention repeated. The game which the old ones carried to it 
consisted chiefly of young partrid g es; for the most part newly killed, 
bu t sometimes a little spoiled. I t  was supposed tha t the spoiled flesh 
had already been some time in the nest of the old Owls, and that they 
had brought it merely because they had no better provision a t the 
time. The gentleman and his servant watched several nights in order 
that they m ight observe, through a window, when and how this supply 
was brought, bu t in vain, for it  appeared that the Owls, which are
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very quick-sighted, had discovered the moment when the window was 
not watched, as food was found to he placed before the coop on these 
very nights. In the month of August the attention on the part of the 
old birds ceased, but it should be observed that this was about the 
usual period when all birds of prey abandon their young to their own 
exertions, and usually drive them off to shift for themselves in distant 
haunts. I t  may «be readily concluded, from this instance, how much 
game must be destroyed by a pair of these large Owls during the 
time they rear their young/

The Eagle Owl is easily reconciled to confinement; and in two or 
more instances has been known to breed in captivity. A pair of these 
birds in the possession of Mr. Edward Fountaine, of Easton, near 
Norwich, formed a nest of straw in the corner of their cage: the first 
egg was laid on the 13th. of April, 1849, and two others were about a 
week afterwards. Two young birds were hatched on the 19th. of 
May, and the third on the 22nd: the like at Arundel Castle. Another 
which was kept in the Zoological Gardens, has also been known to 
lay an egg. In  defence of this, it exhibited the most determined 
spirit, hissing and snapping with its bill, and ruffing all its feathers.

In  moving on the ground, the action of this bird is by a series of 
jumps, aided by the wings: it does not walk.

The food of the Eagle Owl consists of even the larger animals, such 
as fawns and lambs; hares, rabbits, rats, mice, and moles; birds, 
capercailie, grouse, pheasants, partridges, crows, rooks, as also snakes, 
lizards, frogs, and even insects and fish; all indeed seems to be fish 
that comes to its net. I t  pounces its prey on the ground, and is said 
to destroy life with its claws alone. The smaller prey are swallowed 
whole, the larger are torn in pieces. 'From  its lonely retreat in some 
deep forest g len/ says Linnaeus Martin, 'some rift among hoary rocks, 
where it  reposes in silence during the day, this winged marauder issues 
forth at night, intent upon its victims, its harsh dismal voice resounding 
at intervals through the gloomy solitude of a wild and savage scene/

The note resembles the bark of a small dog, varied sometimes into 
a 'h o o t/ or 'h o o / 'coo-hoo/ 'poo-hoo/ or 'ugh-ugh/ accompanied by 
a snapping of the bill, and hissing. The female has in addition a 
screech in the breeding season. The young utter a continual hissing 

# and piping noise.
Nidffication commences the latter end of March—only one brood is 

produced in the year. The female sits about five weeks. Incubation 
begins in April, and the young are hatched in May.

The nest is verj- large, and is placed on rocks or old ruins, amid 
the desolate sterility of the frayed and bleak hill or the wild unsheltered
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mountain, also sometimes on trees, low down in them. I t  is composed 
of branches and sticks, and is lined with leaves and straw. Occasionally 
a hollow in the bare earth answers the purpose. The same eyrie is 
frequently resorted to year after year. I t  is said tha t a southern 
aspect is given preference to.

The eggs are two and three in number, white or bluish white, and 
like those of all the Owls, of a rotund form, and; as described by 
Meyer, of a rough chalky appearance.

Male; weight, about seven pounds; length, from about two feet to 
two feet two inches; bill, dull black tinged with greyish blue, and 
paler a t the base: it is nearly hid at the base by the feathers. Cere, 
dusky, concealed by the feathers; iris, b righ t prange; it  is fringed 
around the margin with short bristled feathers of a pale grey colour, 
intermixed with brown, yellow, and black. The feathers of the head 
are mottled, reddish brown or yellow, streaked and spotted, especially 
down th e  middle, with multitudinous dark brown specks and spots: 
the centre of each feather is dark, which widens a t the tips, and is 
shaded off and m ottled a t the sides. The tufts are formed of from 
seven or eight to twelve dark feathers, barred with light brown on 
the inner webs. They are about two inches and a half in length  
beyond the surface of the rest of the plumage. The face, light brown, 
speckled with greyish black and white beneath; the ruff is indistinct 
and incomplete, extending only from a little above the ear to the  chin. 
Neck, mottled brown, bu t more tinged with red, and some of the 
feathers only sp o tted ;-nape, the same; chin, white, a band of m ottled 
and barred feathers—a continuation of the ruff, between it  and the 
throat, which is also white, spotted with black. Breast, above, light 
brown, ferruginous yellow, and greyish, streaked with dark brown 
waved lines more narrowly on the lower part, and towards the sides 
irregularly and numerously barred on each feather w ith the same, the 
shafts being black; back, a m ixture of dark  reddish brown and 
yellowish.

The wings are very large, broad and rounded; they expand to the 
width of about five *feet one inch; underneath, they are greyish yellow, 
barred and dotted with dusky brow n; greater and lesser wing coverts, 
reddish yellow brown. Primaries, m ottled and barred transversely with 
brownish black, the intervals yellowish red, margined with yellowish 
brown; the outer webs spotted and waved with brown, thd inner 
nearly plain, the tips dark brown m ingled with grey; the th ird  is the 
longest, the fourth nearly as long, the first an inch and a half shorter 
than the second. Secondaries, tertiaries, and larger and lesser under 
wing coverts, much barred indistinctly with dark brown, and the
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shafts dark. Tail, as the primaries, but lighter, the bars on the 
inner webs being narrower; underneath, it is barred still more narrowly, 
and with a still lighter shade: it consists of twelve broad rounded 
feathers. Tail coverts, dark reddish brown and yellowish; under tail 
coverts, ferruginous yellow, irregularly marked and barred on each 
feather with dark brown waved lines; legs, feathered and the same; 
toes, the same; claws, dull black, tinged with greyish blue, long, much 
curved; the soles of the feet are rough and of a sooty colour.

The female is a little larger and darker plumaged than the male. 
Weight, about seven or eight pounds; length, about two feet four or 
five inches; bill, bluish grey at the base, blackish grey at the tip; 
chin, white; throat, white; the wings expand to the width of five 
feet eight to five feet ten inches, and. reach, when closed, over three 
fourths of the tail; claws, bluish grey, blackish grey at the tips.

The young are at first covered with white down, which at about 
the end of a month becomes brownish grey, and in another week or 
two the feathers begin to shew themselves. The bill is black; iris, 
yellow; the breast becomes rusty red, striped with dusky. Wings, 
dark, with reddish brown spots; tail, dark, with round red spots; legs 
and toes, reddish brown.

“ At the sulleti moaning sound 
The ban-dogs bay and howl,
And from the turrets round 
Loud whoops the startled Owl.”

The Lay of the Last Minstrel.

SCOPS EARED-OWL.

LITTLE HORNED-OWL.

Scops A ld rovan d i, F l e m i n g . S e l b y . S tr ix  Scops, L in n a e u s . M o n t a g u .

B u bo Scops, J e n y n s . S tr ix  zorca, L a t h a m . S tr ix  G iu , L a t h a m .

Scops—SThe Greek name of some kind of Owl. A ldrovandi—Of Aldrovandus

TH IS little Owl is a native of the temperate parts of three of the 
four quarter^ of the globe. In  Asia it belongs to the Crimea, 

Palestine, and other districts. In Africa, to Algeria, Abyssinia, Sen- % #
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naar, and Egypt. In  Europe, it occurs plentifully in France, Italy, 
Germany, Greece and its islands, Austria, Switzerland, Turkey, Corfu, 
Portugal, Sardinia, and other countries. In  Holland and Belgium it 
is rare.

In  Yorkshire, a specimen of this kind was recorded by G. S. 
Foljambe, Esq., to have formerly occurred. Another was shot near 
W etherby, in the spring of 1805; another near #Y ork; one near 
Driffield, in 1839; one at Boynton, Sir George Strickland's, near 
Bridlington, in July , 1832; one at Bossall, then the residence of Cap­
tain Beaumont, near Y ork; and four, two old birds and two young 
ones, a t Ripley, Sir William Ingilby 's, which were for a fortnight 
nailed up to a house. A nother is said to have been shot a t Womersley, 
one of the seats of Lord Hawke; and yet another by the gamekeeper 
of Matthew W ilson, Esq., of Eshton Hall. In  Berkshire one, in 1858, 
and one at Carden Park, the seat of J . H . Leche, E sq.; three are 
are mentioned by Yarrell, one in Sussex, a t Shillinglee, the seat of 
Lord W interton; one near Brill, in Buckinghamshire, in  the spring 
of 1833; another in Tresco, one of the Scilly Islands, in April, 1847. 
In  Cornwall one also was taken a t Trevethoe, early in January, 1871. 
Another was caught near London; one in W orcestershire, near Fladbury; 
and two were shot near Audley End, in  Essex, the seat of Lord 
Braybrooke. In  Norfolk four or five, as early as June, and as late 
as Septem ber, one near Pembroke, in the spring of 1838, also a 
specimen in W iltshire, one in Stokes Bay, in  Hampshire. I t  is . 
said to have bred in Castle Eden Dene, in the County of Durham, 
bu t the fact is doubted, and that it  does so near the river Oykel, 
in Sutherlandshire.

In  Ireland, two specimens have been obtained, one in the month of 
Ju ly , a t Loughcrew, in the county of Meath, the seat of J ,  W . 
Lennox Naper, Esq.; and another in  April, 1847, near Kilmore, in 
the county of Wexford.

This species inhabits gardens and plantations even in the neighbour­
hood of towns.

D uring the day-time they lie ‘perdu ' in the holes of trees, or leafy 
recesses, from whence they emerge in the evening to seek their prey. 
I f  taken young from the nest they are easily tamed.

I t  is a m igratory  species in some parts.
Their flight, according to Meyer, is soft and wavering, bu t tfllerably 

quick.
Their food consists of mice, shrews, frogs, small birds, grasshoppers, 

cockchaffers and any beetles, moths, and other insects, and worms; with 
the latter kinds the young birds are fed.
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The note, which is very loud, and resembles the words "kew, kew/ 
is said to be uttered "as regular as the ticking of a pendulum/ at 
intervals of about half a minute, even for the whole night. I t  is'like 
the sound of a single note on a musical instrument.

The nest is generally placed in the hole of a tree or a rock, as also 
in heather. Selby says that no nest is constructed.

The eggs are white, and from two to four or five, or, according to 
Selby, as many as six in number.

These birds vary much in colour, from dark brown of various 
shades to grey. Male; length, about seven inches and a half; bill, 
dusky, black at the tip; iris, yellow; the tufts on the head are short 
and indistinct; the feathers, which are six or eight, to twelve in 
number, are dark in the centre; the ruff, which is also inconspicuous, 
is yellowish white at the base, and tipped with‘ black; the face, grey, 
delicately pencilled with brown. Crown, streaked with dark brown 
on a pale brown ground, forming a central band between the tufts; 
breast, dull yellow and grey, mottled with brown in the most 
beautiful manner, some of the feathers with square-shaped dusky spots, 
and waved with narrow lines of the same. Back, rufous brown and 
grey, the former the predominating colour; the whole streaked, barred, 
and mottled with black.

The wings extend a little beyond the end of the tail, and expand 
to the width of about one foot eight or nine inches; greater and 
lesser wing coverts, rufous brown and grey, the former the prevailing 
colour, with a conspicuous mark of yellowish white, the feathers edged 
and tipped with dark brown; primaries, barred with yellowish, or 
greyish, or rufous white and brown on the inner webs; and on the 
outer webs with alternate bars of white and speckled brown, the 
former shaded at the edges with the latter. The third is the longest, 
the second nearly as long, the fourth the next, the first intermediate 
between the fifth and the sixth. The secondaries have an oval spot 
of white on the outer webs, which together form an interrupted bar 
across; tail, slightly rounded, and barred alternately with a lighter 
and darker mottled space, and one of yellowish or reddish white; 
underneath, it is, as are the under tail coverts, greyish white, mottled 
and barred with brown. The legs, which are feathered, are dark 

* yellowish or rufous white, ^treaked and speckled with brown on the 
centre* of the feathers; (Mudie says that they are bare of feathers, 
from which fact he supposed that this species belongs to warmer 

|  climes!) toes, bluish yellow, not feathered, but covered with scales: 
the outer one is 'capable of being turned backwards; claws, horn- 
colour.
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The females does not differ much in plumage from the male; length, 
eight inches and a half.

The young are said to be at first grey, and the iris, light yellow.

“ The Owl awakens from her fell.”
The L ady o f the L ake.

. o

SNOWY OWL.

Strix nyctea, M o n t a g u . B e w i c k . Stumia nyctea, S e l b y . G o u l d .

Noctua nyctea, J e n y n s .

Strix—Some species of Owl. Nyctea—An adjective from N ix—Snow.

THE Snowy Owl may derive its name either from the snow-white 
colour of its plumage when fully adult, or from the snow-covered 

regions which are its natural residence.
I t  inhabits the Arctic parts of Europe, Asia, and Am erica; from 

these it sometimes advances more or less far towards the south as 
to Texas, bu t the farther the seldomer. In  Europe it  occurs in 
abundance in K am tschatka, and in considerable numbers in Russia 
Lapland, Norway, and Sweden, as also in Spitsbergen, the Perroe 
Islands, Iceland, and Greenland, occasionally in Prussia, Pomerania, 
Silesia, Austria, Poland, Germany, Prance, and Switzerland, and once 
appeared in Holland, in the winter o± 1802, once in Bermuda, October 
15th., 1847, and is said to have been previously abundant there. In  
Asia it is met with, in Siberia.

This splendid Owl has been one of the * oldest inhab itan ts9 of the 
Orkney and Shetland Islands, and specimens have been procured there 
b u t like that well-known character it  is now fast becoming apocryphal: 
beauty in Owls, as well as in human beings, is a dangerous possession, 
and often entails damage and destruction. I t  has occurred likewise in 
the Hebrides, in Mull, Iona, and Skye. One was killed on the Isle 
of U nst, in the month of A ugust or September, 1812, another was 
observed at Ronaldshay the same y e a r: old birds and young together 
have been regularly seen in that island, and also on Yell, in  which 
they were said to have been accustomed to breed. One in Orkney, 
which had been driven there in a storm from the north-west, a t the 
end of March, in 1835. In  Yorkshire a specimen was shot on Barlow
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Moor, near Selby, on the 18th. of February, 1887, and another was 
seen in company with it at the same time. One was shot at Elsdon, 
in Northumberland, in December, 1822, and two near Rothbury, in 
the same county, at the end of January, 1828, during a severe snow­
storm; another was seen about Scarborough in the same storm at 
the end of 1879; one in Norfolk in 1814, and one in 1820; a third 
at Beeston, near Cromer, on the 22nd. of January, and a fourth at 
St. Faiths, about t&e „end of February, 1850. A fifth had been seen 
at Swannington, the middle of the preceding year; one was killed at 
Frinsted, in Kent, in 1844; one at Langton, near Blandford, in 
Dorsetshire: and one, as I  am informed by Mr. R. A. Julian, Junior, 
was knocked down with a stick by a boatman, on the bank of the 
river Tamar, near St. Germains, in Cornwall, in December, 1888* 
another was found dead near Devonport, in Devonshire, in the same year, 
in which, it may be remarked, a flock was seen to accompany a ship 
half way across the Atlantic. One at St. Andrews, in Suffolk, on the 
19th. of February, 1847. I t  was shot from the stump of a pollard elm, 
whence it had been seen to dart down into the field, and then to return 
to its perch. c I t  had previously been seen, for there is no reasonable 
doubt but that it was the same bird, at Brooke, in the county of 
Norfolk. One was seen near Melbourne, in Derbyshire, on the 20th. 
of May, 1841. Near Caithness a specimen was obtained in January, 
1850, in stormy, snowy weather. I t  was shot with a duck in its talons,

|  which it had carried off from a sportsman by whom the latter had just 
been killed, and who had previously fired without success to endeavour 
to make it drop the quarry. This appears to be a usual habit with it. In 
Sutherlandshire, these birds are not very unfrequently driven on the 
north and north-east coasts, after gales from that quarter.

In  Ireland, specimens have occurred in the years 1812 and 1827: also 
in 1835, about the 20th. of March, one was shot near Portglenone, in the 
county of Antrim ; on the 21st. another was seen in the same neighbour­
hood. One was shot in the county of Mayo, also in the month of March, 
a second in 1859, and a third in 1859; one in the month of April in the 
county of Longford, where another had been procured about the year 
1835; one on the 2nd. of December, 1837, on the Scrabo Mountain, 
in Downshire, and one near Killibegs, in the county of Donegal, in 
November or December, 1837. One in Bevis Mountain, near Belfast, 
in November, 1862; another had been obtained near that town a few 
years previously; one was shot January 26th., 1856, at Summer Hill, 
Killala, County Mayo, by Thomas Palmer, Esq., of that place, whose 
son saw another nesfr there in November, 1860; one near Omagh, in 
the county of Tyrone, in the year 1835; two were seen by Professor % 
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Kinahan, who has sent me an account of several of these instances, 
in Tipperary, in December, in 1853; one again near Swords, in the 
county of Dublin, a t the end of 1862; also in Armagh.

Large flights of these birds were observed off the coast of Labrador, 
in the month of November, 1838, on their migration. They accompanied 
the ship for fourteen days, and frequently alighted on the yards. Four 
were captured and brought to Belfast by the captain They have been 
similarly observed in two different years on the coast of Newfoundland, 
each time in the month of September.

They hunt their prey by day, occasionally all day long, and even in 
the brightest sunshine, on which account I  cannot think that their 
being seen sometimes perched under the shelter of projecting stones, 
can be, as some have thought, for the purpose of avoiding a strong 
glare of light: they seem to have no dread of a 'coup de soleil/ Though 
the frozen regions are the home of these birds, they appear to be able 
to bear heat without inconvenience. They are of a shy nature, bu t will 
sometimes approach a sportsman, in anticipation of his furnishing them 
with food, and are not deterred even by the sound of the gun, bu t 
rather seem to consider it as a dinner bell, whose summons calls them 
to a meal. They frequent open snow-covered districts, and also moun­
tains and wooded ones, and perch upon a stone or other eminence, 
from whence they can keep a look out. Their similarity of colour to 
the snow may possibly give them  some advantage, as the rifle green to 
the rifle brigade, a t least so i t  has been suggested. If  pu t up, they 
fly a little way, and then, generally, ’ light again. They are said, when 
fat, to be good eating. W hen they begin to prowl about, they are 
followed, like the Hawks, by Rooks and other birds. Instances are 
reported to have occurred when they have been surprised asleep, and 
caught napping. W hen taken young they may be partially tam ed; 
one kept by Mr. Edw ard Fountaine laid one egg in 1870, and in 
1871, four.

In  flight these birds are very active, resem bling in this respect the 
Hawks more than the Owls, though the airy lightness of the la tter on 
the wing is by no means lost. Mr. Thompson, of Belfast, has well 
rem arked that rare birds which are met with wandering about the 
country, are, for the most part, young ones, and the reason doubtless 
is th a t touched upon by me in treating  of the K estrel—the parent 
birds retain possession of their own native haunts—the young are 
compelled to  rove.

The food of th is species consists of hares, rabbits, ra ts, lemmings, 
squirrels, and other animals, as also of capercaillie, ptarm igan, ducks, 
partridges, sandpipers, and any others of the smaller birds. Mr. M udie’s
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theory is that the hares and ptarmigan would be destroyed by famine 
and cold in the winter if they were not devoured by the Snowy Owls, 
so that it would appear that they have to feel indebted to the latter 
for putting them out of the way of future misery. They prowl for 
prey near the ground, and strike with their feet. They are said in 
case of necessity to feed on carrion. Small prey, such as young rabbits, 
and small birds, ̂ hey, occasionally at all events, swallow whole, the 
fur being cast u p n j  pellets. They also feed on fish, which they, 
dexterously skim from the surface of the water, or sometimes, like 
other fishermen, watch for from the brink of a stream. Their mode, 
however, of angling, is in this case, as described by Audubon, a very 
peculiar one: they approach the brink of a rock, lay down flat upon it 
close to the water, and when a fish comes within reach, strike at it with 
their talons, and secure it with this natural kind of gaff.

The note is said sometimes to resemble the cry of a person in danger, 
but ordinarily is more like that of the Cuckoo, though shorter and 
quicker. They also hiss and fuff like a cat, and make a snapping noise 
with their bills, and sometimes croak like a frog. )

The nest is made on the ground on a hummock, or upon rocks, 
though sometimes it is said, in trees, and is then composed of branches 
lined with a little moss or a few feathers.

The eggs are white, but by Veilliot said to be spotted with black, 
and two, three, or four, or, it is said, six to eight, or even more in 
number, of which only two are thought to be in general hatched. 
Since this account however, Mr. H. W . Fielden, of the Polar expedition, 
found them to be seven. I t  is stated that they are not all hatched 
together, but that sometimes the first are out when the last are laid.

Male; weight about three pounds or a little over; length, from one 
foot ten or eleven inches to two feet; bill, black; iris, bright yellow; 
bristled white feathers nearly hide the bill. The ruff round the head is 
scarcely apparent; it and the crown, neck, nape, chin, throat, breast, 
and back, are white in the fully adult bird, with only a few dark spots, 
if any, about the head, but spotted in less mature specimens as in the 
female, but the spots are not so dark. When feeding, the bird sets up 
a little tuft of feathers on each side of the head, so as to resemble 
small horns. The wings extend to rather more than two-thirds the 
length of the tail, and expand to about four feet nine inches; greater 

* and lesser wing coverts, white. Primaries also white: the first is some­
times longer than the fifth, but often shorter; the second and fourth 
are nearly equal, and a little shorter than the third, which is the longest. 
Secondaries, tertiaries, larger and lesser under wing coverts, all white;

. tail, wedge-shaped; tail coverts, white. Legs, rough and completely 
•

SNOWY OWL. 163



covered with long hairy feathers, which almost conceal the claws: the 
toes are also covered by the plumage. Claws, black, very long, and 
much curved, the inner and middle ones much grooved, the others 
round.

The female does not often attain to the perfectly white plum age; the 
spots are at the end of each feather, and of a crescent shape on the 
breast, and more elongated on the back. W eight, aljpve three pounds; 
length, from two feet one or two to two feel;, three inches; bill, 
black; iris, b righ t yellow; bristles over the bill. Head, on the crown 
thickly studded with round black spo ts; neck and nape, spotted with 
dark brow n; chin, throat, and breast, white, spotted more or less with 
brown, and the sides somewhat b arred ; back, spotted with dark brown. 
The wings expand to the width of five feet two inches; greater and 
lesser wing coverts, spotted with dark brown; primaries, white, barred 
with dark brown bars, two inches apart; secondaries and tertiaries, 
white, spotted with dark brow n; larger and lesser under wing coverts, 
white, spotted with more or less of brown. Tail, white, banded with 
bars of broad brown spo ts; tail coverts, as the back. Legs and toes, 
as in the male, bu t with a few spots; claws, black.

The young are a t first covered with brown down, and have their 
first feathers also light brown. Their next plumage is similar to tha t 
of the female, only th a t they are much more spotted all over: in fact 
the abundance of spots is a  sign of youth, as their absence is of age.

o
“ Along he steals with noiseless flight,

But oft his waving pinions white 
Seen dimly, and sepulchral screech,
From the dark wood of oak or beech,
Give to the eye and startled ear 
Fancies of fearful spectres drear.”

Bishop Mant.

%
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/ TAWNY OWL.

DILLYAN FRECH , DILLUAN RUDD, ADERYN Y  GYRPH, IN ANCIENT BRITISH .
V

V
j^pOWN OWL. WOOD OWL.

Ulula striduia, Selby. S trix  stridula, L inn^ us. F leming. S trix  aluco 
Latham. Syrnium  aluco, J enyns. Temminck.

Ulula. Ululare—To howl like a wolf. Stridula—Harsh—grating—creaking.

H ERE is another victim of persecution! Were it not for the 
friendly shelter of the night, and the fostering care of some few 

friends, where is the Owl that would be able to maintain a place among 
the *Feathered Tribes’ of England? Their ' passports’ are invariably 
sen t'to  them in the form of cartridge paper, a double-barrelled gun 
furnishes a ready 'missive;* their 'cong6* is given with a general 
'discharge/ and the unoffending, harmless, nay, useful bird, is ordered 
for ever to 'quit.* His family are not permitted to hold their own, 
but are themselves outlawed and proscribed; their dwelling is confis­
cated, a 'clearance* is effected; and if there are a wife and children, 
'alack for woe!* they are carried into captivity. You have my pity, 
at all events, 'Bonny Brown Owl;* and, believe me, I  would that the 
expression of it might do you a kindness; but I  have sad misgivings 
—you are a marked bird—they have given you a bad name, and the 
proverb tells you the fatal consequence.

The Tawny Owl, or Brown Owl, is known in many countries of 
Europe—Lapland, Norway, and Scandinavia generally, Russia, the 
Crimea, Spain, Turkey, Portugal, Italy, and others; as also in Asia 
Minor, Palestine, Greece, Roumelia, and Japan. So too in Africa, in 
Algeria and Tetuan. One is mentioned by Bishop Stanley as having 
alighted on the main-top-gallant yard of a ship he was on board of 
in the Mediterranean, a t a distance of eighty ’miles from land. I t  is 

common species in England/ but is more rare in Scotland, especially 
in the northern parts, more or less so from the Border to Rosshire^ 
and the Orkney Islands, as Islay and Mull; also in the Hebrides; two 
have been met w ith in  the Queen*s County, in Ireland. In Yorkshire 
near Barnsley, Huddersfield, and Halifax, the 'Manufacturing Districts,* 

•
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it is b a t rarely seen, but in other parts of the country not unfrequently, 
at least such was once the case.

Wooded districts are its resort, and from these it only issues, volun­
tarily, at night, which, as with our antipodes, is its day. In  the 
winter, when the • trees ordinarily no longer afford it a covert, i t  secretes 
itself in old buildings, or the hollows of trees, or in evergreens, such 
as firs and holly, and in ivy.

If  disturbed during the day-time, and frighijp^'ja from its retreat, it  
flies about in a bewildered, manner, the light doubtless being unnatural 
and uncongenial to it. I t  may easily, in this state, be overtaken and 
knocked down with sticks and stones. One was shot in the middle of 
Romney Marsh near noon of day in 1860. The tw ilight of m orning 
and evening is the time to see it  enjoying its fitful flight.

The following anecdote of a bird of this species is related by Mr. 
Couch, in his 'Illustrations of Instinct :'— 'A  Brown Owl had long been 
in the occupation of a convenient hole in a hollow tree; and in it for 
several years had rejoiced over its progeny, with hope of the pleasure 
to be enjoyed in excursions of hunting in their company: but, through 
the persecutions of some persons on the farm, who had watched the 
bird 's proceedings, this hope had been repeatedly disappointed by the 
plunder of the nest a t the time when the young ones were ready for 
flight. On the last occasion, an individual was ascending their retreat 
to repeat the robbery, when the parent bird, aware of the danger, 
grasped her only young one in her claws, and bore it  away, and n e v e r ., 
more was the nest placed in  the same situation .' These birds are 
easily tamed, and become quite domestic. f. They are a t f irs t/  says 
Montagu, 'very shy, bu t soon become tam e if fed by hand. I f  put 
out of doors within hearing of the parent birds, they retain their native 
shyness, as the old ones visit them  a t night, and supply them  with 
ample provision.' Even if taken in the m ature state they may be 
tamed without difficulty. They have never been known to drink. So 
I  wrote in my first edition of this work, b u t since w riting it  Mrs. 
Gwilt, of H ereford Square, South K ensington, has w ritten of a tame 
one she has:— 'There is a large cage for him with a zinc bath, which 
about once in ten  days he enters in the m orning on a dry  day, and 
on those days never goes to sleep as on others. W hen drinking he 
as it  seems 'scoops* up the water about three times and seems to 
enjoy i t . ' Also, Mr. M. 0 . Cooke informs me th a t he has known a 
tame one which used to drink repeatedly, as well as to wash itself, 
holding up its  head after each draught, as a fowl does. The following 
curious account has been furnished to me by Mr. Cffaffey, of Doddington,
K en t:— 'M y old Owl, a brown one, I  had in my possession tw enty-six

•1
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years. Wlien she was about sixteen years old, she laid too eggs, and 
sat upon them some time before I  discovered it; as soon as I  did I  
took them away, and replaced them with two bantam's eggs, upon 
which she sat about a fortnight, and then forsook them. Last year 
she again laid two eggs, one of them only having a hard shell; she 
sat upon the one egg for about a fortnight, when I  removed it and 
found it addled. ,.1 then took it away, and procured a hen's egg 
which had been satVirnon about the same time, and which in due time 
she hatched. Never in^my life did I  see any bird half so tender and 
careful of their young as she was. For the first four days she hardly 
let it have time to feed, taking it by the neck out of my hand, and 
running with it into the dark corner where it was hatched. After a 
short time it would eat as freely as the old one. When the chicken 
was about three months old, the poor old Owl choked herself by 
swallowing part of a fowl which I  had given her for her supper. I  had 
turned the male Owl out as the chicken was hatched. He used to come 
every evening to the place and remain there for hours, till the death 
of the other bird, after which I  saw or heard nothing more of him.
The chicken grew up a very fine bird.'

The flight of the Brown Owl is rather heavy and slow, particularly 
at its first entering on the wing.

The food of this species consists of small leverets, young rabbits, 
moles, rats, shrews, mice, and other of the least quadrupeds, the latter 
much the most; birds of various kinds, frogs, beetles, and other insects, 
worms and even fish, and that in deep water as well as in shallow.
In  two hundred and ten pellets cast up by a Brown Owl, there were 
found the remains of eighteen small birds, forty-eight moles, countless 
numbers of beetles, two hundred and ninety-six field mice, forty-two 
mice, thirty-three shrews, and six rats.

Every one must love the whooping of the ‘ Madge Howlett.' The note 
resembles the syllables ‘ hoo-hoo-hoo/ 'to-hoot,' cto-hoo,' c to whit, to 
whoo,' and it also occasionally utters a harsh scream. The former is as 
if the letter 0  were long-produced in a loud and clear tone, and then 
after short intermission repeated in a tremulous manner, and the latter 
has been likened by Waterton to the word ‘quo-ah,' the throat is swelled 
the while. I  may here observe, in reference to the generic name 
prefixed to this species, that the name of the Owl is probably a 

^corruption. of the word rhow^/# Meyer describes the note as resembling 
a satirical laugh.

Nidification commences in March. The nest, if it deserves the 
name, is formed of & few soft feathers, some straws, or a little moss, 
sometimes merely of the decayed wood in the hollow of the tree in  ̂

•
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which it is placed; and one has been observed so low down that a 
person could see into it  from the ground; occasionally it is built in 
rocks, on the branch of a tree, and even on the ground, pr in a 
rabbit burrow, sometimes it is said, upon the earth itself, as also in bam s 
or the like buildings, or even in the deserted nests of other birds, 
such as buzzards, crows, rooks, and magpies. The young are hatched 
in April: they continue to perch among the branches of trees in the 
neighbourhood of the nest before finally taking^$feir leave of it, and 
are fed during this interval by the parent bii^is.

The eggs are white, and from two or three to four or five in number:* 
the first is sat on as soon as laid, and the young are hatched in  about 
three weeks: they are blind for some days, and their red eyelids look 
as if inflamed.

The ground colour of the plumage of these birds varies very m uch; 
scarcely two individuals are met with precisely similar in their m arkings: 
some are more rufous, and others more grey or brown. M ale; weight, 
between fifteen and sixteen ounces; length, one foot one to one foot 
three inches; bill, pale horn-colour, much hid by bristles; cere, dull 
reddish yellow; iris, dark brown, nearly black, two irregular white stripes 
extend backwards over the eye; eyelids pink. Head, large; crown, 
dark brown and grey, tinged with rufous; the bristly  feathers of the 
face are greyish white, interspersed with black near the bill; the small 
rounded feathers of the wreath are black in the middle, edged, spotted 
and barred with white and rufous; the grey prevails near the eyes, an d # 
brown near the ears; neck, dingy white, the feathers streaked with 
rufous brown, the shafts dusky, and zigzag lines or spots a t th e  tips. 
The feathers of the nape are dark brown in the centre, edged with 
brownish grey, spotted with brown, and tinged with rufous; chin, 
brownish grey; throat and breast, dull white, the feathers streaked with 
rufous brown, and with zigzag lines or spots a t the tips, the shafts 
dusky; the lines on the lower part of the la tte r are indistinctly crossed; 
back, dark brown on the centres of the feathers, edged with brownish 
grey, spotted with brown, and tinged with rufous.

The wings expand to the width of from two feet eight inches to  
three feet: they do not reach to the middle of the tail; greater and 
lesser wing coverts, dark brown on the middle part of the feathers, the 
edges brownish grey, and tinged with rufous, bu t more spotted with 
brown in waving lines, and with some w li%  spots on the outer Svebs of* 
the former near the tips, form ing obscure patches; primaries rufous 
yellow barred with dusky, white a t the base; the fourth the longest in 
the wing, the fifth almost as long; underneath,Nihey are dull white, 
barred with pale brown; secondaries, the same, bu t the bars are
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narrower and more distinct; tertiaries, as the back. Greater and lesser 
under wing coverts, dull white, barred with pale brown; tail, pale rufous 
grey, speckled with dark brown, and barred, but faintly, on the outer 
webs with the same: the two middle feathers are nearly plain, and rufous; 
the *tip white; underneath, it is dull white, barred with pale brown; tail 
coverts, dark brown on the centres of the feathers, edged with brownish 
grey, spotted with brown, and tinged with rufous; under tail coverts, 
dull white barred wV'b rufous brown, the shafts of the feathers brown; 
legs, almost entirely covered with yellowish white or grey feathers, 
spotted with brown; toes, dark yellow or dull reddish yellow and rough; 
claws, horn-colour, with black tips, and not very much hooked.

The female chiefly differs in size, and is less tawny, so that it was 
formerly thought to be a different species. Weight, nineteen ounces; 
length, one foot three to one foot five inches; bill, bluish black. The 
feathers of the face are yellowish white in front, and pale reddish 
brown behind, the feathers lying over the bill having black shafts. 'The 
ruff is yellowish red, mottled with brown above, at the middle very, 
dark brown with whitish spots, below yellowish brown mottled with 
darker.’ The wings expand to the width of three feet and upwards.

The young are at first covered with grey down. The young female 
assumes a rufous tinge, the tail is scarcely barred, and the bars on 
the wings are narrower than in the adult birds. The young male 
resembles the female for the first two years.

A variety with the parts light ash grey which are usually brown, 
was met with in 1848, at Pensax, near Worcester. I t  had previously 
been remarked in the nest. One, quite black.

“ Up then he gets into the old ash tree 
To see the hissing Owlets in their hole.”

AlRD.

• • /
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w h i t e ' o w l .

D ILLY A N  W EN , IN  ANCIENT B R IT IS H .

YELLO W  OWL. BA RN  OWL. SC R EEC H  OWL. GI'^LI-H O W LET. HOW LET. 

MADGE OWL. CHURCH OWL. H IS S IN G  OWL.

Strix flammea, P e n n a n t . M o n t a g u . Aluco flammeus, F l e m i n g .

Alu'co minor, A l d r o v a n d u s .

Strix—Some species of Owl. Flammea— Ol the colour of flame—tawny 
—yellow.

TH IS  bird, a ( H igh  C hurchm an/ is almost proverbially attached to 
the Church, within whose sacred precincts it finds a sanctuary, 

as others have done in form er ages, and in whose € ivy-mantled tower * 
i t  securely rears its  brood. The very last specimen bu t one th a t I  
have seen was a young b ird  perched on the exact centre of the 
‘ re red o s5 in Charing Church, K ent, where its ancestors for many 
generations have been preserved by the careful protection of the  0 
worthy curate, my old entomological friend, the Rev. J .  Dix, against 
the machinations of mischievous boys, and the ‘ organ of destructive­
ness 9 of those who ought to know better.

The W hite Owl is dispersed more or less generally, according to 
naturalists, all over the e a r th : it  is however the least numerous in 
the colder districts. Northward i t  occurs from Germany as far as 
Denm ark and Sweden, bu t is as yet unrecorded as an inhabitant of 
Norway. In  Africa, its range extends southward to the Cape of Good 
Hope, and from there to Quillinane on the one side, and to Angola 
on the other. In  Asia, eastward, to Mesopotamia, India, and New 
Holland, as is said ; and westward, if indeed the species be the same, 
to the U nited  States. Madeira is one of its  habitats, and it  also 
occurs in the A zores: in Tartary i t  is stated to be very abundant. 
I t  occurs throughout England, and thatV^s the most plentiful* of its 
tr ib e ; in Ireland it  is likewise the most common of the O w ls; in 
Scotland it  is less numerous, particularly towards the north-w est; and 
in the Orkney Islands still more unfrequent. In  the H ebrides, it  has- 
been traced in Mull and Islay.
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This bird is a perennial resident with ns, and if unmolested frequents 
the same haunts for a succession of years; the young, no doubt, in 
time, taking the place of the old. In  Yorkshire, in the neighbour­
hood of Barnsley it occurs, or has occurred; also near Huddersfield 
Halifax, and Hebden-Bridge, but of course in these parts much less 
frequently than in those districts of the county where the quiet tran­
quillity of rural life is undisturbed by the bustle of business, and 
peace prevails over turmoil, happiness over the misery of money-making, « 
the country over the tlpwn, God over the Enemy of man. I t  displays 
considerable affection for its young. Mr. Thomas Prater, of Bicester, 
relates in the f Zoologist/ that an old ivy-clad tree having been blown 
down at Chesterton, Oxfordshire, a family of White Owls was dislodged 
by its fa ll: the parent bird placed the young ones under the tree, and 
was not deterred from her maternal duties by the frequent visits of 
the keeper on his rounds, but one morning as he was turning away 
from looking at them, flew at him with great fury, and buffeted him 
about the head.

As a proof, among the many others which have been, and might 
be given, of the influence of protection and kindness upon wild birds,
I  may here mention, my informant being Mr. Charles Muskett, of 
Norwich, that a pair of this species, which lived in a barn near his 
father’s residence, were so fearless that they would remain there while 
the men were thrashing, and if a mouse was dislodged by a sheaf 

, being removed, would pounce down upon it before them, without 
minding their presence. They not very unfrequently become of their 
own accord half-domesticated, from frequenting the vicinage of man 
without molestation, where their good services are appreciated, and 
their presence accordingly is encouraged. These birds indeed are very 
tameable, and will afterwards live in harmony with others of various 
species. Montagu kept one together with a Sparrow-Hawk and a 
Ringdove; at the end of six months he gave them all their liberty— 
the Owl alone returned—the others preferred their native freedom to 
the acquired habits oT domestication. Another which escaped from the 
place of its captivity, came back in a few days voluntarily to it. The 
movements of this bird, when they can be closely observed, are very 
am using: standing on one leg, it draws the other up into its thick 
plumage, and if approached, moves its head awry after the manner of 
a Chinese mandarin, or falfoa down flat on its side, like Punch in the 
puppet-show. To be properly tamed they must be taken young:

' education, as is tljp case with the * bipes implume/ is much less 
difficult then than afterwards. They will come to a whistle, or answer
to their name, and settle on the shoiflder of whomsoever they may be  ̂  ̂
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acquainted with. They take notice of music, and appear to be fond 
of it.

Bishop Stanley says, 'a  friend of ours had taken a brood of young 
Owls, and placed them in a recess on a barn-floor, from whence, to his 
surprise, they soon disappeared, and were again discovered in their 
original breeding-place. Determined to solve the mystery of this un­
accountable removal, he placed them on the barn-floor, and concealing 

• himself, watched their proceedings, when to his surprise he soon per­
ceived the parent birds gliding down, and entwining their feet in the 
feet of their young ones, flew off with them to their nest. To confirm 
the fact without a doubt, the experiment was often repeated, in  the 
presence of other w itnesses/

One of these birds after having been tamed for some time, was found 
to be in the habit for some months, of taking part of its food to a 
wild one, which overcame its shyness so far as to come near the house, 
and it would then return  to the kitchen, and eat the remainder of its 
portion. Another of them is described by Meyer, as so tame '  th a t it 
would enter the door or window of the cottage, as soon as the family 
sat down to supper, and partake of the meal, either sitting  upon the 
back of a chair, or venturing on the tab le ; and i t  was sometimes seen 
for hours before the time watching anxiously for the entrance of the 
expected feast. This exhibition was seen regularly every n ig h t/ If  
captured when grown up, it sometimes refuses food, and its liberty in 
such, indeed in any case, should be given it. In  cold weather a 
number of these birds have, been found sitting  close together for the 
purpose of keeping each other warm. The male and female consort 
together throughout the year. I f  aroused from their resting-place 
during the day, they fly about in a languid, desultory manner, and 
are chased and teased by chaffinches, tom tits, and other small birds, 
by whom indeed they are sometimes molested in  their retreat, as well 
as by the urchins of the village.

The flight of this bird, which is generally low, is pre-em inently soft, 
noiseless, and volatile. I t  displays considerable agility on the wing, 
and may be seen in the tranquil summer evening when prowling about, 
tu rn ing  backward and forward over a  limited extent of beat, as if 
trained to hunt, as indeed it has been—by N ature. I t  also, its move­
ments being no doubt directed by the presence or absence of food, 
makes more extended peregrinations in S i s  'n ig h t-e rran try / • I f  its * 
domicile be at some distance, it  flies reghlarly at the proper time, 
which is th a t of tw ilight, or moonlight, or w h ^  'th e  stars glimm er 
re d /  to the same haunt. D uring the day it conceals itself in hollow 
trees, rocks, buildings, and evergreens, or some such covert, bu t has
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been known to hunt even in the afternoon. I t  is a bird of a cultivated 
taste, preferring villages and towns themselves, as well as their neigh­
bourhoods, to the mountains or forests, and frequents buildings, church 
steeples, crevices and holes in walls, for shelter and a roosting place, 
as also, occasionally, trees and unfrequented spots. Montagu says 
that it sometimes flies by day, particularly in the winter, or when it 
has young. I t  certainly does so. When at rest it stands in an 
upright position.

Moles, rats, shrews, r^ice, and nestlings, are extensively preyed on 
by the bird before us: as many as fifteen of the latter have been found 
close to 4ihe nest of a single pair, the produce of the forage of one 
night, or rather part of the produce, for others doubtless must have 
been devoured before morning. He who destroys an Owl is an en- 
courager of vermin—nine mice have been found in the stomach of 
one—a veritable 'nine killer/ I t  is very interesting to watch this 
bird, as I  have had much pleasure in doing, when hunting for such 
prey, stop short suddenly in its buoyant flight, stoop and drop in the 
most adroit manner to the earth, from which it for the most part 
speedily re-ascends with its booty in its claws; occasionally, however, 
it remains on the spot for a considerable time, 'and th is/ says Sir 
William Jar dine, 'is  always done at the season of incubation for the 
support of the young/ I t  also occasionally eats small birds—thrushes, 
larks, buntings, sparrows, and others, as also beetles and other insects.
I t  has been known to catch fish from shallow water. A tame one•
kept in a large garden, killed a lapwing, its companion.

Mr. W aterton argues that Owls cannot destroy pigeons, or the pigeons 
would be afraid of them as they are of hawks, but this is not quite 
conclusive, for as shown in previous articles, pigeons and other small 
birds become habituated to the presence of Hawks, and the latter, as 
it would seem, to theirs, so that both parties dwell together in amity 
as much as the Owls and pigeons, from acquired habit or natural 
instinct. In  seven hundred and six pellets cast up by some of these 
birds, there were found the remains of twenty-two small birds, viz: nine­
teen sparrows, one greenfinch, two swifts, sixteen bats, and two thousand 
five hundred and twenty mice, voles, and shrews, and three rats.

'A  person/ says Bishop Stanley, 'who kept pigeons, and often had 
a great number of young ones destroyed, laid it on a pair of Owls,

*'which visited the premises.>^nd accordingly, one moonlight night, he 
stationed himself, gun in h&nd, close to the dove-house, for the purpose 
of shooting the Owls^ He had not taken his station long, before he 
saw one of them flying out with a prize in its claws; he pulled the 
trigger, and down came the poor bird, but instead of finding the carcase %

•
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of a young pigeon lie found an old rat, nearly dead / These Owls 
feed on shrew-mice, though rejected by cats and other animals, on 
account, as -is supposed, of their disliking either their taste or smell* 
but it would seem that they do not prefer them, for the Rev. Leonard 
Jenyns has observed that shrews are repeatedly found whole beneath 
the nest, as if cast out for the like reason, and I  cannot help thinking 
that the very frequent occurrence of these mice dead on pathways in 
fields which every one must have observed, may be attributable to the 
same cause. Fish are also occasionally, as above mentioned, the prey of 
this species of Owl, as well as of others; possibly at times of all. I t  

. has been suggested that the glare of their eyes may be a means of 
attracting the fish within their reach, but I  m ust place this fancy in the 
same category with another which I  have alluded to under the head 
of the Snowy Owl. Not to mention that other birds, such as the 
Osprey and Fishing-Eagle, which take fish in the same manner, by 
pouncing on them, find them ready to their claw without the need of 
any attractive influence, and that Owls see as well a t the time they 
fly, as the Osprey a t the time that it does, and tha t fish, as every 
fly-fisher is aware, keep the same general positions by n ight that they 
do by day, it may be remarked, as those who have engaged in  '  Barbel- 
blazing ̂9 in the river W harfe well know, tha t though certain fish may 
sometimes be attracted more or less by light, as the salmon, yet tha t 
they are not necessarily so, for that the light oftentimes seems to keep 
them pertinaciously a t the bottom of the stream. Besides, how is the 
instantaneous catching of the fish by the Owl to be effected ? They are° 
caught from the middle of the pool— Is the Owl to keep hovering 
over them after the manner of the Kestrel, until they have time to 
ascend from the depth and answer to the wooing of his eyes, inviting 
them in the language of Mrs. Bond to her ducks, '0 !  will you, will 
you, wont you, wont you, come and be k illedV 'Y ou  may call spirits 
from the vasty deep, says Shakespeare, 'b u t  will they come when you 
do call them V and I  am inclined to th ink  tha t the fishes will be found 
in their deep, at least as deaf, or ra ther as blind to such an invitation.

The W hite Owl is said to collect and hoard up food in its place of 
resort, as a provision against a day of scarcity. I t  seizes its prey in 
its  claw, and conveys it therein, for the most part, when it has young 
to feed; one however has been seen to transfer it from its claw to its 
bill while on the wing; but, as Bishop Stanley observes, 'i t  is "evident* 
tha t as long as the mouse is retained by Wb claw, the old bird  cannot 
avail itself of its feet in its  ascent under the til^s, or approach to their 
holes; consequently, before i t  attem pts this, it perches on the nearest 
part of the roof, and there removing the mouse from its  claw to its

174 W HITE OWL.



bill, continues its flight to the nest. Some idea may be formed of 
the number of mice destroyed by a pair of Barn Owls, when it is 
known that in the short space of twenty minutes two old birds carried 
food to their young twelve times, thus destroying at least forty mice 
every hour during the time they continued hunting, and as young Owls 
remain long in the nest, many hundreds of mice must be destroyed 
in the course of rearing them. Of seven hundred and six pellets of 
a pair of these birds, the component parts were the remains of fifteen 
hundred and nine shrews, twenty-two small birds, sixteen bats, three 
rats, two hundred and thirty-seven mice, and six hundred and ninety- 
three field mice.

The note of this species is a screech—a harsh prolongation of the 
syllables 'tee-w hit/ and it seldom, if ever, hoots. I t  has too an 
ordinary hiss, uttered both when perched, and in flight; and it also 
makes .a snoring sort of noise when on the wing. I t  has been asserted 
that it never hoots, but ‘ never* s a bold w ord/ Sir Willi&m Jardine is 
not the man to misstate a fact. W hat if the White Owl should be to 
be added to the number of mocking birds ? The Rev. Andrew Matthews* 
reasoning on this subject is somewhat obscure: he is of opinion that 
the White Owl dpes not hoot, and in corroboration thereof, says that 
while a tame Brown Owl lived, the large trees round the house were 
nightly the resort of ‘many wild birds of this species/ who left no 
doubt about their note, but after his death, though the screeching 
continued, the hooting ceased.

If  attacked, these birds turn on their backs, and snap and hiss. The 
young while in their nest make the said odd kind of snoring noise, 
which seems to be intended as a call to their parents for food.

“ So a fond pair of birds, all day,
Blink in their nest, and doze the hours away.”

The W hite Owl builds for the most part, in old and deserted, as well 
as in existing buildings and ruins, chimneys, eaves, or mouldering 
crevices, barns, dove-cotes, church steeples, pigeon lofts, and, but very 
rarely, in hollow trees, also in rocks, when or where none of the 
former are to be had. W ith the pigeons, if there are any in the 
place, they live in the most complete harmony, and often unjustly bear 
the blame of the depredations committed by jackdaws and other 

Misdemeanants, both quadruped and biped.
The nest, if one be macl6 at all, for oftentimes a mere hollow serves 

the purpose, is built of a few sticks or twigs, lined with a little grass 
or straw, or, though but seldom, with hair or wool, and this is all 
that it fabricates, and to but a small extent either of bulk or surface. >
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The eggs are white and of a round shape, generally two or three, 

but sometimes as many as four, five, or six in number, which may be 
accounted for by the ascertained fact that they will sometimes lay a 
first, second, and th ird  clutch of two eggs each, so that one or both 
of the latter may be hatched before the first brood leaves the nest, 
and thus birds in even three stages of growth may be fed and fostered 
a t one and the same time, the successive broods coming on 'im pari 
passu / I t  will be seen that I  have before alluded to something of 
the sort, and I  shall have a most extraordinary circumstance of the 
kind to narrate, 'in  loco/ of the Moorhen. An egg has been known 
of an oval shape, and much lengthened. The young have been found in 
the nest in the months of July and September. Mr. W aterton has 
known a young brood hatched in Septem ber and December, bu t the 
end of April, May, or June, is the more proper time. A  pair observed 
by the Rev. John  Atkinson, of Layer Marney Rectory, Eelvedon, 
Essex, for four successive years, ordinarily reared four young, but 
had not more than one brood in the year. The remarks I  have before 
made about the dispersion of birds is borne out by his observation, 
that 'th e  old birds remained, but the young ones seemed to leave 
the immediate neighbourhood/ and again, in the list of the birds of 
Melbourne, Derbyshire, by J . J . B riggs, Esq., he says, w riting of this 
same species, 'hundreds of individuals have been reared in this spot, 
bu t it is never occupied by more than one pair a t the same time, for 
no sooner is a brood fully fledged and able to m aintain itself, than a« 
pair of the strongest drive the rest of the family from the spot, and 
occupy it  them selves/

The appearance of this Owl, owing to its somewhat wedge-shaped 
face, is very singular, especially when asleep, as it  is then  even more 
elongated. The whole plumage is beautifully clean and pure, and 
most elegantly flecked with small m arkings. Old birds become yet 
more white if possible. Male; weight, about eleven ounces; length, 
about one foot one inch, or a little more; bill, yellowish pink, yellow 
in the fully adult bird, and almost white in old age; cere, flesh-coloured; 
iris, deep brown, or bluish black, bu t its general aspect is dark as 
'b e rry  b r ig h t /  it  is only opened a little  laterly during the day, bu t 
quite round a t n igh t; there is a slight tinge of reddish brown round 
the inner corner of the eye. H ead, pale buff, thinly spotted with black 
and white; the ends of the feathers are tin ted  w ith’ pale grey, and the 
tips m arked zigzag with dark purple and blhck and white spots; crown 
delicately barred with waves of pale grey and^dull yellow, and i t  is 
darker or ligh ter in different individuals, the tips of the feathers with 
fine zigzag lines and black and white spots; neck, pure silky white,
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H  sometimes tinged with delicate yellow or buff, and small brown snots- 
I  | g  “ * • * .  «  *■» »PP« P « . with y e W

alternate these colours W  versA/ and sometimes it is yeUowish all 
round; nape, pale buff, thinly spotted with black and white Chin

I  I ^ 2 1 ’ f i reaS\ P MV %  back, buff, thinly spotted with
black and white, and a shade darker than the head: different specimens 
have more or less buff and grey. ^

,  f Xtend ; \ out balf an “ ch beyond the tail, and expand
to the width of three feet or over, the first quill feather is rather shorter
than the second, which is the shortest in the wing; greater and lesser 
wing coverts, beautifully spotted with white, like a string of pearls- 
primaries, buff on the outer webs, paler on the inner, edged with white 
or altogether white, and barred or spotted with alternate black and 
white, both freckled over: beneath they are yeUowish white; towards 
the ends the dark bars shew faintly through; the second feather 
is the longest, the first nearly as long; secondaries, pale buff, barred 
or spotted irregularly in like manner with two white and two grey 
spots on each side of the shafts; tertiaries, buff and spotted: all the quills 
are pure white on three fourths of the breadth of their inner webs- 
greater and lesser under wing coverts, white, sometimes pale buff with 
smaU dark spots. Tail, pale buff, with four or five blackish grey bars; 
the tip white; the side feathers almost entirely yeUowish white, as are 

| the mner webs of a11 tbe feathers except the two middle ones; it is even, 
but jagged at the end as are the wings; tail coverts, buff and spotted; 
legs, feathered with short, white, or sometimes very Hght rufous hair­
like feathers, shortest near the toes, which are flesh-coloured, but covered 
above with the feathers of the legs; claws, pale brown, or yellowish 
white, thin and much pointed; that of the middle toe slightly serrated 
on the inner side, and all more or less grooved beneath. They become 

. whitish in age.
The female resembles the male, but the colours are duller, and the 

breast is often marked with the yeUowish grey of the back, and spotted 
on the tips of the feathers at its lower part with greyish black. Length, 
one foot three inches and a half; the wings expand to the width of 
three feet two inches or over.

The young birds are at first covered with snow-white down; the 
yellow ^plumage is gradually assumed, being at first paler in colour 
than in the old birds, and the breast less tinged with it, but being 
considerably like the old ones; there is not much change as they advance 
in age. I t  is long before they are able to fly. When fully fledged 
the length is about twelve inches; the bill, pale flesh-colour; iris, black; 
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there is an orange brown spot before it ;  the face is dull white, the 
ruff white, its tips rufous; breast, white; back, pale reddish yellow, 
mottled with grey and brown as in the adult; primaries, light yellow­
ish tinged with grey, and only a little mottled. Tail, light yellowish 
grey and mottled, and but faintly barred; claws, pale purple brown.

Varieties 6f this bird have occasionally occurred. Meyer mentions 
one which was pied yellow and white; another, of which the ground 
colour was perfectly white, and the pencillings on the upper plumage 
very indistinctly defined in the palest possible colouring. Some are 
much more darkly coloured than others. A nother had all the breast 
of a rich buff colour, the face, as I  may well call it, white, the head 
and back several shades darker than the normal tint.

“ Save that from yonder ivy-mantled tower
The moping Owl doth to the moon complain
O f such as wandering near her sacred bower,
Molest her ancient solitary reign.”

. Gray.

MOTTLED OWL.
o

AM ERICAN MOTTLED OWL. RED  OWL, (YO UNG.)

L IT T L E  COMMON SC R EEC H -O W L.

S trix  A sio, L i n n a e u s .

S tr ix — An Owl. Asio— A  Horned Owl. (Pliny.)

TH IS  Owl is a native of N orth America, and is m et with in  Oregon 
and Columbia, as well as, abundantly, in New Brunswick, Nova 

Scotia, Newfoundland, and Labrador.
A  single specimen has occurred in this country. I t  was shot in 

Hawksworth Wood, the property of Lord Cardigan, on the banks of 
the river A ire, near Kirkstall, Yorkshire, in  the spring of the year 
1852. There was another with it  at the time, and no doubt, from the 
season of the year, they had been building,*or would have built: bu t 
every rare bird  is so hunted, as the saying is, from pillar to  p o s t/ 
tha t there is small chance of any increase of family.

Richard Hobson, Esq., M.D., of Leeds, an excellent and most acute
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naturalist, recorded the fact, with full particulars, in my magazine,
‘The Naturalist/ August, 1855.

These Owls rest or spend the day either in the hole of some decayed 
tree, or in the thickest part of evergreens. They are generally found 
perched on the roofs of houses, fences, or garden gates.

They have been kept without difficulty in confinement, and seem 
comfortable and happy, uttering their notes with as much apparent 
satisfaction as if at liberty.

Audubon writes as follows of the bird:—‘The flight of the Mottled 
Owl is smooth, rapid, protracted, and noiseless. On alighting, which 
it does plumply, it immediately bends its body, turns its head to look 
behind it, performs a curious nod, utters its note, then shakes and 

• plumes itself, and resumes its flight in search of prey. I t  now and 
then, while on the wing, produces a clicking sound with its mandibles, 
but more frequently when perched near its mate or young. This, I  
have thought, is done by the bird to manifest its courage, and let the 
hearer know that it is not to be meddled with, although few birds of 
prey are more gentle when seized.’

They hunt through the woods, or over fields, in search of small 
birds/field-m ice, and moles, from which they chiefly derive their 
sustenance.

The note, which is heard at a distance of several hundred yards, 
is a tremulous, doleful, mournful chatter, and, like that of other Owls, 
is thought of an ominous import, and with as little reason as in their
case.

The nest is placed in the hollow trunk of a tree, sometimes only 
some six or seven feet from the ground, but at other times as high 
as from thirty to forty. I t  is composed of a few grasses and feathers.

The eggs are four or five in number, of a round shape, and pure 
white; only one set of eggs'is  laid, unless the nest be disturbed. The 
young remain in the nest until they are able to fly.

Length, from about ten to ten inches and a half; the upper 
mandible, which is much curved, is black on its basal half, the lower 
one black, the tip horn-colour. Cere, bright yellow; from twenty-five 
to thirty black bristles, filamented on their basal half, but single on 
the remainder, surround the bill. On the crown the feathers are 
divided along the centre of each with a chocolate-coloured stripe, an 

* edged with light brown. The disc is formed by an extension right 
and left of stiff feathery  standing out from the tufts covering the ears 
which tufts constitujd 'the horns, the feathers of which are an me 
and a quarter in length. The ear-tufts on the head are composed of 
a series of ten feathers, commencing over the middle of the eye, and  ̂ ^
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extending backwards a quarter of an inch beyond it. Neck on the 
back, and nape, marked in the same manner bu t the stripes narrower, 
the sides of the neck lighter coloured, but with similar markings. The 
chin has the feathers half white on the lower portion, the upper covered 
with light brown pointed spots: the throat similarly marked but gradually 
darker; the feathers of the breast have broad chocolate-coloured lon­
gitudinal patches, crossed with narrow stripes of the same colour. The 
back on its upper part has chocolate-coloured central stripes on the 
feathers, with alternate transverse light brown and dark brown bars; 
on the lower part it is similarly marked, bu t without the longitudinal 
and central chocolate-coloured stripes.

The wings have the second quill longer than the first, the third than 
the second, and the fourth than the third. The greater wing coverts 
have longitudinal and central chocolate-coloured stripes, the lower por­
tions of the outer webs being white, the inner webs ligh t brown; lesser 
wing coverts m arked in the same way, shewing a longitudinal white 
stripe when the feathers are naturally arranged. Of the primaries, the 
first has five white bars on the outer web, and three on the inner.
I t  is beautifully pectinated on its outer web for the space of half an 
inch from the tip ; the inner web abruptly notched for an inch and a 
half. There are on the outer web seven yellowish-white patches turned 
from the m argin towards the shaft, and four rather light-coloured yellow 
bars on the inner web, running obliquely, the last bar being somewhat 
indistinct; the second feather is pectinated on the outer web for the 0 
length of a little over an inch, commencing a t about the same distance 
from the tip, and on this web there are eight rather ligh t yellow 
patches; on the inner web is an abrupt notch nearly an inch and a 
half from the tip, and three distinct and three indistinct bars. The 
th ird  feather begins to be slightly  pectinated a t not quite an inch and 
a half from the tip, and  extends for only half an inch upwards on its 
outer web, on which are seven ra ther ligh t yellow b a rs ; on the inner 
web, and on its upper portion, are three similarly-coloured bars, and 
on the lower part four indistinct ones. The fourth  feather in place 
of being pectinated is slightly  hollowed; on it  are eight ra ther ligh t 
yellow bars, and on the inner web are four distinct and four indistinct 
bars. The five first quill feathers have a delicately-formed fringe on 
the m argin of the ir inner web, opposite the pectinated portion of the 
outer web. G reater under wing coverts, white on the upper portion, 
ash-coloured on the low er; lesser under w ing\coverts, yellowish, with 
ash-coloured bars. The tail, which consists of twelve feathers, has the 
two central ones slightly the longest, and the outer one on each side 
the shortest; on each are eight pale yellow transverse bars, the ends
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of all these feathers round. The upper tail coverts on their lower 
portions have a chocolate-coloured central stripe, while the upper 
portions are a mottled brown. The legs are covered with* hairy 
feathers, having a pale yellow ground with- a mottled brown surface, 
toes partly scutellated, the remainder covered with hairy feathers ; claws* 
very much curved, and of a dark horn-colour. The three lobes under 
each toe are prominently deep, and of a sharp wedge shape.

The young are fully fledged by the middle of August. The grey 
plumage is not assumed till the bird is two years old. In  the interval 
the feathers are sometimes a mixture of both colours—sometimes of a 
deep chocolate colour, and again nearly black.

|  The above description is compiled from particulars which Dr. Hobson 
has been so obliging as to favour me with.

“ In the hollow tree; in the grey old tower;
The Spectral Owl doth dwell.”

B a r r y  Co r n w a l l .

LITTLE OWL.

COEG DDYLLUAN, IN ANCIENT BRITISH.

LITTLE NIGHT OWL.

S tnx noctua, S c o p o l i . Strix passerina, L in n a e u s . L a t h a m .

Strix nudipes, J ’a r d in e . Strix dasypus,, M e y e r .

Noctua passerina, J e n y n s . S e l b y . Noctua nudipes, G o u l d .

Strix—Some species of Owl. Passerina. Passer—A  Sparrow.

r j l H E  Little Owl is common in Europe, in Prance, Russia, Germany, 
-L  Holland, B elgium ^ Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Turkey, Italy, 

Spain, Switzerland, Gi€ece, and the Levant; also in Asia as far to 
the eastward as Northern China; it is not found in the northern parts 
of North America as stated in the earlier editions of this book, or 
indeed anywhere on the American continent.
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Two were taken in chimneys many years ago, in the parish of 

Lambeth. One was seen in W iltshire, nailed up against a barn door, 
and probably many another has adorned the ‘gam ekeeper's m useum / 
Three are recorded to have been met with in Devonshire; one in 
W orcestershire; one in Flintshire; one near Bristol; a pair bred near 
Norwich, and two other specimens have been authenticated in Norfolk. 
One was shot a t W iddrington, in Northumberland, in January, 1812. 
One, said to have been shot in an orchard a t Sheffield Park, near 
Fletching, was on sale in July, 1842, in the Brighton m arket: it  was 
believed from the light colour of its plumage to  be a young bird. 
One was caught near Derby, which lived a long time in captivity, 
becoming so far tame as to know those who fed it: i t  used to drink 
much. Others have been observed in Yorkshire, K ent, Sussex, Surrey, ® 
W estmoreland, Middlesex, and Cambridgeshire. Two others were met 
with in the parish of Melbourne, in the same county; and one in 
Herefordshire, in 1838, now in the collection of Mr. Chaffey. In ' 
Cornwall, one near Helston. Another a t Grloddaeth, near Llandudno. 
Some of these, it  need not be doubted, have escaped from captivity, 
or have been purposely introduced.

In  Ireland it has not hitherto  so far been known to have occurred.
The Little Owl resorts to the vicinity of human dwellings, and finds 

a retreat in the crannies of old walls and roofs, churches and towers, 
as also in rocks and the umbrageous recesses of pine and other forests, 
woods, and plantations. I t  is principally nocturnal in its  habits, but 
takes wing and feeds occasionally in the day-time in dull weather, and 
even in sunshine sometimes, as well as in the tw ilight. I t  flies well, 
though its wings are not very long, b u t with an up-and-down motion, 
like that of a woodpecker. I f  taken young there is no difficulty in 
rearing and tam ing it, and it  is much used on the continent as a  decoy 
for entrapping small b ird s : it has bred in confinement. ‘That small b ird s / 
says Bishop Stanley, 'generally speaking, have great dislike to Owk, 
is clear, from the uproar that takes place if an unfortunate Owl is dis­
turbed in th e  day-time, and compelled to  appear in broad day-light, 
pursued, as it is sure to be, by a host of them, who persecute it  by 
every means in their power. And we may therefore conclude, that 
they either take it  for their real enemy, the Hawk, or th a t it  does 
now and then, when i t  can, feast upon any one of them  which may. 
by accident, fall into its clutches. Of this antipathy, the b ird-catihers in 
Italy  know how to take advan tage/ They *^e found alone or in  pairs, 
not in companies, and are pursued themselves b y  hawks, rooks, magpies, 
and jays. D uring the breeding season they fly about, and chatter even 
in the day time.
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I t  feeds on mice, as also on swallows and other small birds, which 
it sometimes catches on the roost, bats, frogs, beetles, moths, cater­
pillars, and insects generally. According to Bewick, it is said to pluck 
the birds before it eats them.

The note resembles the syllables 'keu, ken, keewit/ or 'koowit-’ 
and when perched, 'pooh, pooh/ its voice being more drawn out in 
the breeding season. I t  is the opinion of one author that the harsh 
and dissonant cry of the Owls is for the purpose of alarming their prey, 
and giving them opportunity to get out of the way to prevent their 
too great destruction. This is most surely a baseless theory, and one 
which runs counter to the whole course of nature. I  think I  may 
venture to assert that no peculiar faculty is given to any living creature 
for the immediate benefit of any other kind but its own—for that of 
any other individual but itself. Mr. Mudie, with rather more show of 
reason, suggests on the exact contrary, that the object is to alarm the 
prey sought, and so frighten them out of their coverts into the way of 
their pursuers, but this too is mere conjecture. One may almost wonder 
that it has occurred to no 'savant/ to suppose that the sole purport may 
have been to give different authors an opportunity of promulging each 
the separate notions of his own imagination on the subject.

Like the rest of the Owls this one breeds early in the spring.
The nest, so far as one is made, is built in chimneys, and other 

parts of buildings; in pine and other trees, about half-way up: as also 
. in osier beds, and rabbit holes.

The eggs are from two to five in number, and white. The male takes! 
his turn in sitting on them. They are said by Mr. Hewitson to vary 
in size and shape. The young are hatched in fourteen or fifteen days.

Male; weight, four ounces; length, eight inches and a half to nine 
and a half; bill, yellowish grey, edged and tipped with yellowish— 
very short, strong, much hooked, and surrounded at the base with 
bristly feathers; cere, dull yellow or greenish yellow; the feathers at 
its base are bristly at the tips, partially black on the shafts; iris, pale 
yellow—a streak of black extends from it to the bill; the eye is sur­
rounded with yellowish white. Head, greyish brown, spotted with 
rufous white, with a central streak of the same on the crown; the 
ruff incomplete and inconspicuous, the feathers being a little more 

^curved than the rest: the face is greyish white, passing into brown at 
the ou^er side of the eye; neck, brown, spotted behind and on tne 
side with large white sp^ts forming a collar, and with a large patch 
of the same in front;*nape, brown, spotted with white; chin, white; 
underneath it is a semicircle of yellowish brown, with darker bars; 
throat, banded with white, curving upward towards the ears; breast, ^
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*
yellowish or greyish white tinged with rufous, with brown streaks and 
spots, longer on the upper part and smaller lower down, forming bars 
on the middle of it; back, greyish brown, spotted with two white 
spots, and edged with buff on most of the feathers.

The wings expand to the width of one foot eight or nine inches, 
and extend three quarters of an inch beyond the end of the tail. 
Greater and lesser wing coverts, greyish brown, the feathers with one 
white spot partly hid by the brown of the superincumbent feather, 
which together form lines of white, besides other smaller spots, the 
shafts being dusky. Primaries, brown, spotted with white or yel­
lowish brown on the outer webs—in some specimens on each web; 
those on the inner, which are lighter, are larger, and together they 
form bars which partly shew through; the th ird  is the longest, the 0 
fourth nearly as long, the second a very little longer than  the fifth, 
the first shorter than the sixth, and the shortest in the wing. Second­
aries, brown, barred with white, shaded at the edges of the bars into 
reddish brown; tertiaries, greyish brown, spotted with two white spots 
and edged with buff on most of the feathers; greater and lesser under 
wing coverts, white with a few brown spots. Tail, brownish grey, with 
four, five, or six bars of rounded yellowish white or pale brown spots, 
and whitish at the tip : i t  is nearly even, and consists of twelve broad 
rounded feathers: beneath, it  is dull greyish brown, faintly barred 
with yellowish brown; tail coverts, greyish brown, spotted with white 
and edged with buff on most of the feathers; under tail coverts, 
unspotted; legs, ra ther long, greyish yellow, feathered with short hairy 
yellowish white feathers, tinged with rufous, with a few dusky spots; 
toes, greyish yellow, slightly covered with bristly feathers on the 
upper surface; underneath they are rough; claws, yellowish brown, 
dusky or black at the tips, strong and not much curved.

The female resembles the male, b u t is larger and ra ther paler in 
colour. Length, ten  to eleven inches; the wings expand to the width 
of one foot ten  inches or over.

In  the young bird  the head is rufous grey, clouded w ith white; the 
large round spots on the back, and the bars on the tail become gradually 
more m arked than in the old birds, and the streaks on the breast 
appear. In  age the birds become lighter coloured.

® *“You might have heard a pebble fall,
A beetle hum, a cricket sin&
An Owlet flap his boding win^>
On Giles’s steeple tall.”

Marmion.
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/ /  TENGMALM’S OWL,

TENGMALM’ 8 NIGHT OWL.

Slrix Tengmalmi, Gmelin. Latham. Strix funerea, Linnaeus.
Noctua Tengmalmi, J enyns.

Strix—Some species of Owl. Tengmalmi—Of Tengmalm.
4

TH IS pretty little Owl received its specific name from Gmelin, in 
compliment to tlie discoverer, Dr. Tengmalm, an able ornithologist 

who lived near Stockholm, in Sweden. v
I t  inhabits principally the northern parts of Europe—Russia, Sweden, 

Livonia, and Norway, and has also been met with in Germany, France, 
and transalpine Italy. I t  is said to be very abundant in North America.

In  Yorkshire one was killed at Hunmanby, in the East-Riding, by 
Admiral Mitford’s gamekeeper, about 1847. In 1836 a specimen, 
recently shot, was purchased in a poulterer’s shop in London; another 
was killed the same year in Kent; one on the sea-coast near Marsden, 

I  in the county of Durham, in October, 1848; and one near Morpeth, 
in Northumberland, in 1812. Others have occurred at intervals of a few 
years down the east and south-east coasts. In  1881, on the 3rd. of 
November, one at the Light House at Cromer in Norfolk, of which 
Samuel Gurney, Esq., has written me word.

There has as yet been no discovery of the occurrence of this species 
in Ireland. In  Scotland, one was killed in May, 1847, at Spinning- 
dale, in Sutherlandshire. In  Orkney one was shot in Waas, in 1851, 
by Dr. M. F. Heddle.

This bird is strictly nocturnal in its habits, and is so dazzled by the 
light of the sun, if by any accident forced into it, that it may easily 
be caught with the hand. I t  frequents wooded districts—the thick 
and extensive pine forests o f. the north, and orchards, and other lesser 
plantations. I t  may be easily tamed, even if taken in the adult state, 
and exhibits many amusing positions. I t  erects the feathers of the 
face at times to a considerable extent.

In  flight this Owl Mb light and easy. Its food consists of mice, small 
birds, moths, beetles and other insects. I t  does not swallow its prey whole. 

The note sounds like the syllables ‘keu, keu, kook kook/ varied in 
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*
the breeding, season into 'kuk, k u k / repeated for several minutes at a 
time, a t intervals of a minute o r two. I t  is one of the superstitions 
of the Indians to whistle when they hear it, as sailors do in  a calm 
when wishing for a breeze. The silence of the bird in reply, to use 
an Iricism, is considered an omen of death.

These Owls are said to breed in holes of trees, half way up them, 
or in Church towers, and as being deficient in such an 'Exhibition of 
In d u s try / to make no manner of nest, or only to use a little grass 
for the purpose*

The eggs are white, and from two in number, to four or five.
Male; length, from eight inches and a half to nine and a half; bill, 

pale greyish yellow or bluish white, darker on the sides, hid a t the 
base by the feathers. Cere, sometimes dashed with black; iris, pale 
yellow, the eyes are surrounded by a dark ring, form ing a band 
which is broadest on the inner side. Head, reddish brown, spotted 
with small yellowish white spots; the ruff yellowish or greyish white, 
mottled or streaked with black over the eyes; crown, reddish b row n; 
neck, spotted behind as the head. Nape, as the head, the spots larger, 
forming a sort of band; chin and throat, brown and greyish white. 
Breast, yellowish or greyish white, indistinctly streaked with lighter 
brown on the centre of each feather in the upper part, bu t only the tip  
on the lower; back, reddish brown,but the spots larger than on the head.

The wings expand to the width of one foot eleven inches; greater 
and lesser wing coverts, reddish brown, partially spotted with white. 
Primaries, reddish brown, barred on the outer webs with three or four 
oval white spots, the th ird  and fourth are the longest in the "wing/ 
the la tter the longer of the two; Meyer says the former. They reach 
to within an inch of the end of the tail. Tertiaries the same, the 
spots more square; greater and lesser under w ing coverts, white 
clouded with brown. Tail, reddish brown, slightly rounded, and barred 
w ith four or five series of narrow white spots; it  extends about an 
inch beyond the wings: it is greyish white beneath, the bars shewing 
through; under tail coverts, white. Legs, short, and as the toe*:, yellow, 
feathered with very soft greyish or whitish yellow hairy feathers, 
slightly spotted w ith brown. Claws, slender, yellowish brown, and 
dusky a t the tips.

The female measures from nine inches and a half to eleven and a 
half; the  face, dull white, the  black spot over the eye smaller and 
paler than in  the male. Breast, more spotted than in the male, and 
the brown of the back darker.

Y oung; length, eight to nine inches; bill, yellowish grey; iris, 
yellow. The bristly  feathers of the face d isk y  black, w ith white
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bases; the ruff brown, but indistinct, a little spotted with white around 
the eyes. Breast, whitish, mingled with brown; back, reddish brown; 
primaries, barred with four rows of small round spots. Tail, barred as 
the wings; under ta il. coverts, dull white tipped with brown.

“ The Owlets started from their dream.”
The Lady o f the Lake.

%

HAWK OWL.
I

CANADA OWL.

Sfrix fu n erea , T emminck. S u m ia  fu n erea , Gould. N octua fu n erea , J enyns.

S tr ix — Some species of Owl. Funerea—Funereal.

TH E soft plumage of Owls, and the formation of the feathers of 
their wings, are intended, in the opinion of some writers, to 

* enable them to steal noiselessly on their prey. This however, is, I 
think, at best but a fanciful speculation; so far, at least, I  mead, as 

• regards any peculiar advantage being afforded to the Owl, ‘par excel­
lence/ on this account. No birds of prey make such a noise with 
their wings as by it to give their prey timely notice of their approach.
—The Owl therefore is not especially privileged in the contrary respect. 
Q .E .D .

The Hawk Owl is a connecting link between the Owls and the 
Hawks, possessing many points of similarity to each, the long tail and 
small head of the latter, as well as the habit of flying by day, and 
resembling the former in the ruff and the feet; one might almost think 
it a hybrid between the two.

The European and American races of this Owl have been separated by 
some ornithologists, and, curiously enough, five out of six of the British 
examples appear to have been of the American race, which breeds in the 

#pine-forests of Hudson’s Bay Territory, Newfoundland and Alaska, and 
which has the bars on the lower parts of the body broader and reddish- 
brown in colour. The European form, with greyish-brown bars below, 
breeds in the pine-forests of Scandinavia and North Russia, and reaches 
Central Europe in winter. In  England, one was taken at sea in an ex­
hausted state off the Cornish coast, in March, 1830. I t  lived afterwards * #
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for a few weeks in the care of Dr. Birkett, of Waterford, to wuom it was 
given, the vessel having been bound to that port. A  second, however, 
has been recorded by E. T. Higgins, Esq., in the f Zoologist/ as having 
been shot whilst hawking for prey on Backwell Hill, near the Yatton 
(Clevedon) Station of the Bristol and Exeter Railway, at about two 
o’clock, on the 25th. or 26th. of August; in the year 1847, the sun shining 
brightly at the tim e ; more recently one has been taken at Amesbury., 
W ilts, April, 1876. In  Scotland, one was obtained a t North Unst, Shet­
land, 1860, a second shot a t Maryhill, near Glasgow, December, 1863, and 
two near Greenock, in 1868 and 1871.'

This species flies by day, but seeks its food mostly in the morning 
and evening. I t  frequents small woods, and is a bold and daring bird, 
frequently carrying off game from the fowler, whom it attends for the 
purpose: it is easily tamed. W ilson remarks in  w riting of this Owl, 
that it wants the filaments on the outsides of the quill feathers which 
the Owls that fly by n ight possess, to enable them, as he imagines, to 
steal more noiselessly on their p rey ; bu t surely such an advantage 
would be far more useful by day than by night. There is indeed an 
all-wise reason for every th ing  in na tu re ; bu t I  believe we are in the 
dark as to by far the most. W e are apt to argue tha t such or such 
is the reason of this or that fact, or the use of this or that possession, 
when the presence or the absence of the like in  some kindred or 
dissimilar species a t once overturns our shallow hypothesis.

The flight of the Hawk Owl is ra ther slow : a t times it mounts to a 
considerable height, even in b righ t sunshine, and is also said to move 
in circuitous rounds from tree to tree, and to roost sometimes on the 
ground in marshy situations, as do the H arriers.

Its  food consists of ra ts and mice, Partridges, Grouse, and other 
birds, and insects. In  winter it  makes great havoc among the flocks 
of Ptarm igan, and has been known to pounce on birds which have 
been shot by hunters.

The note of this bird  is said to resemble th a t of the K estrel, bu t to 
be soft and pleasant, and the call often repeated in quick succession.

The superstitions of all nations in all ages have associated the doleful 
note of the Owl with the idea of calamity and death, yet all the while 
it is for the m ost part nothing bu t a love-note tha t is uttered, or a 
voice of alarm, as when described in  Gray’s beautiful poem, the ‘Elegy, 
w ritten in  a Country Churchyard.’

The nest is built in a hole of a tree, and is composed of sticks, 
grass, and feathers. I t  is boldly defended by both its owners.

The eggs are white, and like those of the Owls generally, of the dual 
number, though it  is said sometimes as many as from five to eight, but
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possibly tfifese may have been of different layings, I  am inclined to think, 
as in the case of the "White Owl.

Male; weight, about twelve ounces; length, about one foot three 
inches; bill, pale orange yellow, and almost hid by the feathers: Mr. 
Higgins describes his specimen as having the upper part white, and 
the lower horn-colour. Bristles intermixed with yellowish white feathers 
cover the parts about its base. Iris, bright orange according to some 
accounts, but yellow according to others. Head, small, dusky, and 
white on the sides, the feathers being spotted and the face narrow, a ' 
black-edged band passes down to the wing; the ruff indistinct, a purple 
black crescent only appearing about the ears; crown, dusky black, 
thickly dotted with white, each feather having three white spots. Neck,

§ olive brown, marked on the sides with a curved streak of brownish 
black, and another behind it of a triangular form; nape, olive or blackish 
brown, a good deal marked with white; chin, dusky white, with a 
large spot of brownish olive; throat, dusky white in front and on 
the sides, the shafts of the feathers being black. Breast, dusky white 
above, with a blot of dark brown on each side, united by an irregularly- 
formed band; below, dull white, elegantly barred with dark brown 
lines. Back, brownish olive, speckled with broad spots of white, barred 
with the same on the lower part.

Greater and lesser wing coverts, olive brown, marked with black; 
primaries, dark brown, barred with four or five yellowish white spots 
on the outer web near the tip, the first feather slightly serrated. 
Secondaries, the same, .with two or three spots forming irregular lines, 
and some of them have white spots on the inner webs also; tertiaries, 
long, loose, and downy in texture, brown, and spotted on the outer 
webs, forming, when the wing is closed, a broad and long band of 
white with a few irregular bars of brown; the first feather is the 
shortest, the third the longest, the fourth a little shorter, the second 
a little less than the fourth. Greater and lesser under wing coverts, 
white with brown bars, some of them regular, but others alternating 
on the outer and inner webs. The tail is long, and extends about 
three inches beyond the end of the wings. ; I t  consists of twelve feathers, 
and is wedge-shaped, rounded at the end, and of a brownish olive 
colour, with- six or seven or more narrow bars of white, the three 
upper ones concealed by the tail coverts; they are much more distinct 
on tife inner than on the outer webs—in the latter assuming rather 
the character of spots than of bars, and the tips white, the bars shew 
clearly through, bending in the middle towards the end, underneath 
the tail is barred alternately with greyish brown and dull white; tail 
coverts, as the back, and with a broad terminal white spot; under tail

• «
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coverts, with broad white bands, and narrow brown ones. 'Legs and 
toes, completely covered with yellowish-grey white plumage, barred with 
narrow lines of olive brow n; claws, liorn-colour, paler a t the base, long, 
and finely arched: the middle one sharp-edged on the inner side.

Fem ale; length, from sixteen to seventeen inches and a half. The 
breast is blotted on the upper p a r t ; on the back her plumage is darker 
coloured than tha t of the male. Th'e wings expand to two feet seven 
or eight inches—they reach to half the length of the ta il; primaries, 
nearly black.

The young are less clearly coloured than the old birds.

“ The very Owls at Athens are 
But seldom seen and rare.” $

S p r a t t .-

G R E Y  S H R I K E S .

GREAT GREY SHRIKE.

GREAT S H R IK E . ASH-COLOURED SH R IK E. GREY-BACKED SH R IK E.

CINEREOUS SH R IK E. GREATER BU TCH ER BIRD . MURDERING PIE.

MOUNTAIN P IE . SH R EEK . MATTAGESS. HORSEMATCH. ,

Lanius excubitor, L innaeus. P ennant. Montagu. B ewick.

Lanius—A butcher. Excubitor—A sentinel.

PALLAS’S GREY SHRIKE. Lanius major, P allas.

SIN C E this article was written it  has been recognised th a t there are 
two forms of Great Grey Shrike. The typical form has the ba^es of 

both primaries and secondaries white, showing two white bars on the 
w ing ; but the form breeding in Siberia, and having only the bases of the 
primaries white, thus showing only one bar, also the rump white, occurs 
almost as frequently in  our islands as the typical bird. This bird is 
separated by many as Pallas’s Grey Shrike (.Lanius major). 0 o.;

The typical bird is found in  Denmark, Russia, Norway, Sweden, 
Lapland, Germany, France, Holland, Belgium, and other parts of 
northern Europe. In  England specimens have been procured in 
Yorkshire, one on the 18th. of April, 1849, one a t Bum by, near
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I  “  the Wint6r; 86Veral near Do™aster, York,
effiold, and Huddersfield, one at Barnsley, one at Wensley, near

Middlebam, November, 16th., 1883, of which the Hon W Orde 
Powlett has written me word. One near Burlington, and also one at 
Rilhngton, in January, 1873. In  Oxfordshire, two or three near 
Banbury; Cumberland, Northumberland, Durham, Norfolk, Suffolk as 
at Woodbndge, etc., Cambridgeshire, one a male, 21st. of November, 
1856, Worcestershire, Dorsetshire, Devonshire, Wiltshire, Sussex' 
Surrey, Cheshire, one at Northwich, November 7th., 1868, also in the 
county previously, Essex, Staffordshire, Derbyshire, Bedfordshire, 
Warwickshire, Gloucestershire, Somersetshire, and Kent, one near 
Dover, m 1846. One near Shrewsbury, Shropshire, in November, 

I 1853, of which Mr. W. Franklin has written me word. In  the county 
of Tiincoln also, near Alford and Tetney. In  Cornwall, a pair at 
Penzance ; one or two others on record. In  Nottinghamshire, one was 
found, slightly injured, on the railway, near Newark, in January, 
1876, and was kept for some time by the Rev. H. Fiennes Clinton' 
Rector of the Parish, who obligingly sent it me. I  had thus an 
excellent opportunity of observing its habits.

In  Ireland, in the counties of Down, Antrim, Sligo, Londonderry, 
Westmeath, Dublin, Tipperary, Waterford, Cork, and the Queen’s 
County. A few have been met with in Scotland, in Caithness, etc.

In  the Orkney and Shetland Islands it has hitherto been ‘non 
, inventus.’ Since I  thus wrote it has been observed in both. Also in 

Wales.
This species is sufficiently scarce in this country to make it a valuable 

addition to a collection, and at the same time not so extremely rare as 
to render its acquisition almost hopeless.

I t  frequents groves and forests, well-wooded hedgerows and parks in 
summer for the purpose of breeding, and more open districts in the 
winter. During migration it may be seen perched upon some hillock, 
or hovering in the air, and descending in pursuit of its prey when 
discovered within reach. I t  is usually met with here in the winter 
months, but has been seen in summer time near Lee in Kent; in Essex 
twice, and- a pair together in a fir plantation in Northumberland, in 
1831. The only time that I  have myself ever seen the bird alive was 
in a small coppice about four miles south-west of Worcester; a pair 
were together, and I  am nearly sure that it was in the middle of 
summer.

These birds may ber readily tamed, even if captured when adult, and 
will come to a call. When in confinement they follow out their natural 
bent, adapted to the circumstances they are in, affixing their prey
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between tbe wires of tbe cage, doing so from evident choice tha t they 
may pull it from between them, and leaving it there when they do not 
require it for immediate consumption. 'T h is  b ird / says Yarrell, 'is  
used by falconers abroad during autumn and winter when trapping 
Falcons. The Shrike is fastened to the ground, and, by screaming 
loudly, gives notice to the falconer, who is concealed, of the approach 
of a Hawk. I t  was on this account, therefore, called 'excubitor5—the 
sentinel.’ Mr. Knapp, however, the author of the excellent 'Jou rna l 
of a N atu ra list/ says that the name was appropriately given to it by 
Linnaeus, from its seldom concealing itself in a bush, bu t sitting perched 
on some upper spray, in an open situation, heedful of danger, or 
watching for its prey. Rennie relates that in Russia it is trained to 
catch small birds, and is valued for its destruction of rats and mice. |  
I t  is a very courageous bird, attacking fearlessly those th a t are much 
its superiors in size, even the Eagle, it is said, and will not allow a 
Hawk, Crow, or Magpie to approach its nest with impunity. One has 
been taken in the act of pouncing on the decoy bird of a fowler, 'w ho,’ 
says Bishop Stanley, 'hav ing  kept it  awhile in confinement, was soon 
glad to g e t rid  of it, as the sound of its voice a t once hushed to 
silence the notes of his choir of birds. Their antipathy, when at large, 
is shewn at times by chasing and teasing it  in concert, as they do an 
Owl, though at other times they surround him without any apparent 
fe a r/ M ontagu, who kept several, found tha t a t the end of two months 
they lose the affection for each other which they seem to exhibit in the 
wild state, and quarrel and fight even till one is slain. Civilization it 
would appear, among birds as among men, has its concomitant evils as 
well as advantages. ' I  was almost in despair for many d ay s/ says some 
traveller in an uninhabited region, 'b u t  a t length  to  my great joy I  
espied a gibbet—then I  knew at once th a t I  was coming to a civilized 
country /

The flight of this species is in terrupted and irregular. W hen 
perched, the  tail is in constant motion.

I ts  food consists of shrew and other mice, small birds, and occasionally 
even partridges, fieldfares, and other larger ones, reptiles, such as 
lizards and frogs, as also the larger insects and grasshoppers: they 
are said to resort to  the same thorn on which to fasten their capture, 
after first killing it. In  carrying a mouse or a b ird  some distance 
they have been seen to shift it alternately from the bill to the ihouth, 
as an alleviation of the weight.

In  the spring they are noisy. I t  is said th a t *they imitate the notes 
of small birds for the purpose of luring  them  to their destruction, bu t
I  cannot myself entertain this supposition. One of their notes resembles

*
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that of the Kestrel, and it changes ‘ad libitum’ from the ‘forte’ to 
the ‘Piano.’ Meyer says, ‘the call of this Shrike sounds like the words 
shack, shack’ and ‘truewee’ is one of its spring notes: it is also said 

to sing very pleasingly a sort of warbling song.’ Mr. Knapp observes 
that these birds breed annually near his residence, in the neighbour­
hood of Thornbury, I  believe, in Gloucestershire; and my friend the 
Rev. N. Constantine Strickland, at the foot of the Prestbnry hills 
near Cheltenham. Lewin too has said that he had seen them in 
Wiltshire, and had no doubt of their breeding there.

While the hen is sitting, the male is very vociferous if any one 
approaches the nest, and when the young are hatched, both exhibit a 
clamorous anxiety which often defeats their object, and betrays their 

^ callow brood to the callous bird-nester. The young indeed themselves 
join in the untoward imprudence.

The nest is built in trees, hedges, or bushes, some height above the 
ground. I t  is large and ill concealed, but well put together, and is 
composed of grass, hay, small roots, stalks, and moss, and lined with 

• wool, feathers, or down, or finer parts of the outside materials.
The eggs are four or five, and sometimes it is said as many as six 

or seven in number. They are of a greyish, bluish, or yellowish 
white ground colour, spotted at the thicker end with different shades 
of greenish, olive green, dull lilac, grey, and light brown, forming 
an irregular band, at the larger end—the character of the eggs of all 
the Shrikes, but sometimes spread over the greater part of the shell.

Male; weight, a little above two ounces; length, from nine to ten 
inches; the upper bill is bluish black at the base, and there is a strong 
projection near its point, which is much hooked; the lower one yellow­
ish brown at the base, brownish black at the tip; a black streak runs 
from it to the eye, and a narrower one under the eye: over the former 
is a streak of white, which runs into the grey of the nape, widening 
into an oval patch over the ear; iris, dark brown; bristles cover the 
nostrils; forehead, dull white; head, crown, neck, and nape, light ash 

. grey; chin, throat, and breast, white; back, light ash grey.
The wings, short—they expand to the width of one foot two or three 

inches; greater and lesser wing coverts, ash grey; primaries, black, 
white at the base, shewing when the wing is closed, either one or 
two white spots, according as the upper one is or is not hid by the 

.superincumbent feathers; the first is only half as long as the second, 
which is nearly as long as the sixth; the third, fourth, and fifth, nearly 
equal, and longer than* the second; the two former the longest in the 
wing: underneath, they are slate-coloured. Secondaries, black, white at 
the base, and also tipped with white; tertiaries, black tipped with white; 
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this white wears off towards the end of summer; great©? and lesser 
under wing coverts, white. The tail, wedge-shaped, of twelve feathers, 
has the four central ones purple black, the next side feather obliquely 
tipped with white, the next one fourth, the next one third, and the 
outer one almost wholly white; underneath, the markings are the same, 
but less clear; tail coverts, light ash grey; legs, toes, and claws, black.

The female resembles the male, but the colours are more dull, the 
blue grey assuming a brownish tin t; and the breast is marked with 
numerous semicircular greyish lines. The young males resemble the 
females, but both are duller in colour like her, the double white spot 
on the wing being also less shewn.

Temminck mentions a variety nearly pure white, the black parts 
slightly tinged with grey; another is described entirely white, with a ^ 
tinge of rich yellow. Very old birds shew indications of bars on the tail.

“ Poor bird, though harsh thy note, I love it well.”
G-rahamb.

LESSER GREY SHRIKE. '31

Lanius minor, G m e l i n .

Lanius—A butcher. Minor—Lesser.

IN Europe this species is found breeding in Germany, Eastern France, 
Switzerland, Italy, Austria, South Russia, Turkey, and probably in 

Spain, in Asia, in Asia Minor, Palestine, Persia, Turkestan, and South- 
W est Siberia. On migration it occurs in Sweden, Holland, and Denmark 
casually. In  Africa, it winters in Egypt, Damaraland, and other parts.

In  our own country their visits have been b u t ‘ few and far between/
A specimen was shot on St. Mary’s, one of the Scilly Islands, the 
beginning of November, 1851; another near Yarmouth, in Norfolk, in 
the spring of 1869, and a third in May, 1875. One also taken near 
Plymouth, a young bird, in September, 1876 ; one near Budleigh 
Salterton, July  22, 1894; and one Mid-Kent, May 15, 1897. © *

I t  is a migratory bird, visiting Europe early in spring, and departing 
late in autumn.

I t  attacks and drives off crows and other birds that approach its haunt.
I t  makes its food of small animals and birds, but chiefly, it  is said,
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of insects, and also more or less on fruits such as cherries, figs, and 
mulberries.

I t  flies in a straight and steady manner, and often alights on the 
ground, either on a stone or a hillock, retreating to cover when 
disturbed.

The nest is large and is made of stems of clover and grass, with 
small sticks, wool, etc., and lined with feathers.

The eggs, from five to seven in number, are white, with a tinge of 
green or olive, marked with blots, larger and smaller, of a darkish 
olive and grey colours. • Some have a reddish tint both in the ground 
colour and in the darker markings.

In  the male bird the bill is dark bluish grey, nearly black, a broad 
black band passes from the forehead over and below the eyes, and 
some way behind them ; the head, neck, and back are grey, darker in 
the middle part. The chin, throat, and neck on the sides are white; 
the breast and sides white, with a tinge of rose colour fading into 
grey. The wing coverts, brownish black inclining to grey in front.

Primaries, brownish black with a broad white band; secondaries, 
brownish black, some of them tipped more or less with white. 
Under wing coverts, blackish grey. The tail has the four middle 
feathers black, the next on each side, black with white at the base 
and tip ; the next with more white, and the outermost ones, which 
are much shorter than the rest, entirely w hite; the legs, toes, and 
claws, black.

“ The May Fly is tom by the Swallow,
The Sparrow is speared by the Shrike.”

L o r d  T e n n y b o n .—M aud,

»
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' about there> Northumberland, Cum berland-iu which county I  have also 
been informed by Mrs. C. A. Baker, of Ellerslie, near Whitehaven, that 
the nest with eggs has been found by her son—and Durham. (Since 
the above remark was made in the first edition, I  have been informed by 
Mr. Alexander Lillie, of the Manse of Wick, Caithnesshire, of one seen 
by himself there in 1860.) I t  appears also to have been noticed there 
so long ago as the year 1817, when a pair were shot at Hawick and 
others in and since the year 1833. In  the Shetland Islands, one in 
1866, and in Unst one in June, 1870, and a hen bird and three youn* 
were seen for three wqpks, as if they had bred there; also in Wales, 
at Llandudno, etc.; but has not as yet been observed in Ireland and
Scotland, which is rather singular, as the latitude of its European range 
is higher. 8

They frequent hedgerows principally, but also the sides of coppices 
and woods, and such places as an old deserted quarry or lime pit, in 
all of which I  have often seen them. They are seldom found among 
trees of large growth, and are generally seen in pairs. Mr. Mudie’s 
account of the locality of this species is one of the most extraordinary 
of the many extraordinary ones he has promulgated. He says that 
though it is a short-winged bird, and therefore 'gets through the air 
with more labour’ than many of the birds which are found in the 
south-eastern part of the island, it 'leaves the gravelly and clayey 
districts, and takes up its abode in a central zone, beginning at the 

'   ̂ channels and terminating at the light soils/ He has himself correctly
described this as ‘the most remarkable part of its natural history;’__
'th e  climate of that zone is warm, and the soil peculiarly adapted to 
the habits of the larger beetles, which seem the natural and peculiar 
food of these b irds/ He very properly adds that the 'habits of the 
Red-backed Shrike deserve to be studied/ Its  name of 'F lusher/ he 
considers to be a corruption of 'F lasher/ from its looking like a 'flash 
of fire’ in darting through the air; but I  think it much more probable 
tha t it is derived from 'F lesher/ another word for a butcher, the 
name of the bird itself.

The Red-backed Shrike arrives in this country at the end of April 
or the beginning of May, and quits it again in September or October.
Mr. Couch mentions that a young Shrike was brought to him on the 
25th. of August, 1845, which had been taken the preceding night, on 
Doard^a fishing boat a t sea, about four or five miles from land.

This species also seems to be distinguished for affection towards its 
partner and its young. The following anecdote, illustrative of this its 
disposition, is recorded by Meyer:—“ A male Red-backed Shrike was
caught in a garden by a cat; the gardener, who saw the circumstance,

o • *
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succeeded in rescuing it from the animal the very moment rit happened, 
in time to save its life. I t  was put into a cage and placed in a 
sitting-room, in the house close by. There were several persons in 
the room at the time; but notwithstanding their moving about, the 
female, its companion, came in at the window, settled on the cage, and 
was secured by one of the party, without attem pting to fly away; 
they were subsequently both placed in the same cage/ He further 
adds—'th e  female will hardly fly from the nest when she has eggs; 
and if disturbed after the young are hatched, both parents remain 
either in the bush that contains the nest, o r,on  a neighbouring tree, 
until the danger is past, and, to draw off attention from the spot, 
they keep moving in opposite directions, uttering all the while their 
alarm-cry. W e have seen them help the young ones out of the nest 
for the purpose of hiding them in the thicket beneath, and the moment 
they have reached the ground, not another chirp is heard from the 
nestlings, which have apparently received a signal to be quiet, although 
the parent birds, perched in a tree at a little distance, keep up a 
continual clamour/

I t  has a habit of moving its tail rapidly from side to  side, and l 
twirling it about when , excited by the appearance of danger. I t  is 
easily tamed.

The food of the Red-backed Shrike consists of mice, small birds, 
such as finches and others—one has been seen pursuing a blackbird— 
frogs and lizards, bu t principally of grasshoppers, beetles, dragon-flies, > 
cockchaffers, and other insects. Occasionally they are taken in the nets * 
of fowlers, in the act of striking at their decoy birds. They may usually 
be seen perched on some small isolated spray of a hedge or bush, from 
whence they dart after their prey, very much after the manner of the 
flycatchers. In  flying from one place to another they first drop down­
wards, and after arriving a t their destination, rise upwards again to 
the spot wherve they wish to perch.

Most extraordinary is the manner of feeding of the Butcher Birds 
—whence their name. Occasionally, indeed—perhaps it  may be that 
they are then unusually hungry—they hold the bird or insect they 
have killed between their claws, or fix it between two stones, or in 
some narrow place, and pull it to pieces after the manner of the Hawks, 
breaking the skull, and eating the head first as the most choice morsel.
In  general, however, after killing their prey, they fix it  in its proper 
attitude on a thorn, or in the cleft of the small branches of a tree 
and making these serve as the tenter hooks of* a larder, garnish the 
hedge with their game, and consume it 'secundum  artem / Nay, it 
has been imagined that they also use such as baits to entice small birds
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within range, for otherwise the latter are shy of their company, and 
shew their dislike, if one approaches, by sounds of anger or distress. 
They are said to have been known to pull young pheasants through 
the bars of a coop, and are strongly suspected of making free with 
the nestlings of other birds, when the parents are from home. One 
was found to have been fixing three frogs and three mice on a hedge.

In confinement their habit is the same with regard to their prey, 
as that of the preceding species.

The indigestible part of the food is disgorged from the mouth of the 
Shrikes in small pelletr, after the manner of the Hawks and Owls.

The Red-backed Shrike makes some pretensions to be a song bird, 
but its vocal powers, though described as pleasing, are not of first-rate 
order. The note resembles that of the sparrow, which is not pre­
eminent for excellence, but it occasionally warbles a little, and is said 
to imitate the voices of other birds. The clamorous habit spoken of 
under the account of the Grey Shrike, is not peculiar to it, but attaches 
also to the one before u s : it seems to run in the family. They are 
particularly attentive to their young, feeding them after they have left 
the nest.

The nest ia placed without much attempt at concealment, in a hedge 
or bush. I t  is large for the size of the bird, being from six to seven 
inches across, somewhat deep like a cup, and is composed of the stalks 
of plants, small roots, grass, wool, and moss. I t  is lined with slender 
roots, and occasionally, it is said with hair. The edge of the top 

g rather projects over the side. A nest of this species was taken at 
Swanscombe, in Kent, in 1848, on a high branch of an elm twenty 
feet from the ground.

G. Grantham, Esq., of Borcombe Place, Lewes, has favoured me with 
the egg of this bird, which I  have often in former years taken myself, 
more or less spotted with red. In  general they are pale reddish white, 
spotted with two shades of darker red and reddish brown, and the base 
is encircled by a belt, formed of an irregular conglomeration of the 

: same. Occasionally they are pale bluish white, and white, and some­
times yellowish olive, or greenish white, spotted with olive brown, 

t lilac, grey, or rufous. Some are of a salmon-coloured ground with 
blots and markings of two shades of light red and lilac, often forming 
a band or belt. They are five or six in number. The band already 
alluded to has been in some cases found at the narrow end.

The old and young birds keep up the family connection until the 
time for migration h#s arrived. The latter do not moult until after 
they have left this country, but return in the garb of their perfect 
birdhood.
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Male- weight, eight drachms; length, about seven inches or seven ■  
and a half; bill, bright black, strong, thick, much hooked, curved, 
and notched near the p o in t - a  black band runs from over the bill, 
above and below the eye to the nape. In s , reddish brown; forehead, 
black; head, bluish grey, sometimes tinged with yellowish; neck, white 
on the sides; nape, blfcish grey, sometimes tinged with yellowish; chm, 
nearly w hite; throat, w hite; breast, pale yellowish p ink ; back, rufous 
on the upper part, but lower down bluish grey. The wings expand 

• to the width of about twelve inches and a quarter; greater and lesser 
wing coverts, rufous; primaries, dusky b lack , edged with rufous on 
the outer web; the first feather is not half as long as the second, the 
second and fourth nearly equal, the third the longest in the wing. 
Secondaries, the same, with the margins broader; tertiaries, bordered # 
with rufous as the secondaries. The tail, which extends about an inch 
and a half beyond the wings, and consists of twelve feathers, has the 
two middle ones black; all the rest white a t the base, and black towards 
the end, ‘fine by degrees and beautifully less, until the outside feather 
on each side, which is about a quarter of an inch shorter than the 
others, making it slightly wedge-shaped, retains only a single dark 
s p o t-a l l  are tipped with white; the shafts are black; upper tail coverts, 
bluish grey, with a dash of red; beneath, it is the same, but less 
distinct; under tail coverts, white. Legs, black, long, and slender; 
toes and claws, black.

The female in very old age assumes, at all events occasionally, th e '  ̂
plumage of the male, bu t in general she differs much: her weight 
about ten drachms; bill, dark brown—the base of the lower part 
yellowish white. Iris, dark brown; over the eye is a ligh t streak no 
dark one— a brown streak below it; head, ferruginous brown. Neck 
and nape, ferruginous brown, tinged with grey below; chin, dull white; 
throat, greyish white; breast, greyish white, the feathers m argined with 
a semicircular dusky line; back, ferruginous brown above, lower down 
with a tinge of grey. Primaries, secondaries, and tertiaries, dusky 
black with narrow rufous margins; tail, ferruginous, the outer web of 
each outside feather and the tips, dull white; underneath, it is grdy, 
tipped with white; undqr tail coverts, dull white. , Legs and toes, 
blackish brown.

The young nearly resemble the female. Over the eye there is a 
yellowish white streak; breast, above yellowish white, below the "'same, 
barred with brown on each feather. The feathers on the lower part 
of the back have a narrow dark border, the re s t of the back is yel­
lowish brown tinged with grey, and the feathers barred at the tip 
with brown, edged with a lighter shade. Tail, yellowish brown, darker
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at the tip, the two outer feathers edged with white.
A variety of this bird has been met with near Lewes, of a uniform 

pale fawn-colour.

“ With eager eye, and half expanded wings,
The Butcher Bird sits watching for its prey,
Amid the sunshine of a summer’s day,
And many a wary glance around he flings.”

H . G-. A da M3.

*

WOODCHAT.

Y CIGYDD G LA SS, IN  ANCIENT BR IT ISH .

WOOD SH R IK E . WOODCHAT 8H R IK E.

Lanius rufus, Brisson. Bewick. Lanius rutilus, L a t h a m . Montagu.
Lanius pomerantis, Gmelin.

Lanius—A  butcher. R ufus— Red.

* fTH H IS Shrike is found in Europe—in Germany, France, Denmark, the 
JL Netherlands, Switzerland, Sicily, Italy, Greece, and Russia. In 
A f r i c a — in Egypt, Senegal, Gambia, the Gold Coast, and at the Cape 
of Good Hope. In Asia, in Turkey, Palestine, Persia, and Arabia.

The following are the only specimens of the Woodchat that appear 
to have been recorded as having occurred in England—In Yorkshire, 
one; in Kent, two, one of them near Canterbury; in Sussex, near 
Brighton; in Devonshire, at Plymouth; in Hampshire, where it has been 
known to breed twice in the Isle of W ight, at Freshwater, and a young 
bird was shot in September, 1856; others in Hertfordshire, and Nott­
inghamshire. In  Norfolk, two, one of them near Swaffham; in Suffolk, 
four or five; in Worcestershire, one, near Evesham; in Cornwall, two, 
in the Scilly Islands, one an adult male, the other an immature bird, 
ill September, 1849; others since also; one in Derbyshire, May 19th.,
1839; and one near Guildford, in Surrey; also in Lancashire, Cum­
berland, and Northumberland. In  Ireland and Scotland none have 
been met with, unless indeed the account of one recorded to have 
occurred in Forfarshire, is correct.
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The Woodchat is by no means of a shy nature, bu t builds in the 
immediate vicinage of houses and public roads. I t  exhibits an anti­
pathy against other birds, even those which it cannot prey on, such as 
magpies and pigeons, chasing and driving them from its haunts.

The most extraordinary fact connected with this bird, as with others 
of its species, is its mode of dealing with its food—already described: 
one has been seen fixing a yellow-hammer on a thorn. I t  feeds occa­
sionally on such small birds, but also on worms, caterpillars, and insects: 
it takes its prey on the ground, as well as in the air. I  have in a 
previous article given my opinion as to its having been fancied that 
the Shrikes* motive in fixing their prey in the curious way they do, 
was to act as a decoy. 'C redat, non ego /

The note is not much more than a chirp.
The nest is said to be placed in  the angle of the branches of a tree 

—a preference being given to the oak. I t  is composed of sticks, wool, 
and moss, and lined with wool and fine grass.

The eggs are described by Mr. Hoy as being four or five in number 
and varying much in m arking as well as in size. In  some the ground 
colour is pale blue; in others dull white, with a band of rust-coloured 
spots round the lower end; in others the whole surface is more or 
less spotted with a lighter colour. Mr. Hewitson describes one from 
the fine collection of the Messrs. Tuke, of Y ork, in which the spots, 
which are large and deep in colour, of a brown or neutral tin t, are 
scattered equally over the whole surface. Others again are white 
tinged with green or pale olive, blotted with different darker shades, * 
olive and lilac, the markings in  some more diffused, and again as 
spots, forming a belt or band. Both birds sit on the eggs in turns.

Male; length, seven inches and a half; bill,' black, (Meyer says 
bluish horn-colour a t the tip, and dull yellowish red at the base,) 
notched near the tip, and depressed a t the point: the feathers around 
its base are whitish. Iris, dark brown, (M eyer says pale chesnut,) the 
eye is surrounded by black, ending in a small patch; on the cheek 
is a narrow streak of white. Forehead, brownish black; head, b righ t 
olive brown; crown and nape, rich chesnut red ; with a large patch 
of white above the wing coverts; chin, throat, and breast, white, or 
yellowish white; back, dusky black above, ending below in grey. 
Greater and lesser wing coverts, brownish black, the former faintly 
edged with white; primaries, dusky black, white a t the base, fo*min£ 
a spot when the wing is closed: the first feather is less than half aa 
long as the second; the third, fourth, and fifth longer than the second; 
or according to Selby, the second longer than the fifth, bu t this may 
be another instance of the uncertainty of the relative length  of the-
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quill feather® in some cases, so as that no absolute rule should be laid 
down; the third the longest in the wing; secondaries, dusky black, 
white at the ends. The tail, which is graduated, has the middle 
feathers brownish black, with indistinct bars, the outer one on each 
side white, excepting one or more dark bars on the inner web* the 
next, white on the inner half, black on the end half, white at the 
tip; the next, with a white tip only. Upper tail coverts, white, some­
times tinged with yellowish; under tail coverts, the same. Legs and 
toes, black; claws, black, (Meyer says slate-coloured,) sharp, grooved, 
and curved. %

Female; length, eight inches; bill, dark brown; head, rufous; but 
more dull than in the male; neck, rufous; nape, dull rufous; a large 
patch of white above the wing coverts, but not so clear as in the 
male. Chin and throat, dull white; breast, dull white, tinged with 
red, particularly on the sides, where the feathers are tipped with 
brown, forming bars more or less in some individuals; back, rufous 
brown, fading into grey below. The wings expand to the width of 
one foot one inch; greater and lesser wing coverts, edged with rufous; 
primaries, dark brown, without any transverse lines; secondaries, dark 
brown; tertiarxes, dark brown, edged with yellowish white; tail, brown; 
legs and toes, dark brown.

The young bird is distinguished by transverse brown lines on the 
back, and grey ones on the breast.

This species appears to vary much.

“ The birds, great Nature’s happy Commoners 
That haunt in woods and meads, and flowery gardens.”

Rowe.
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GREAT TITMOUSE.

Y  BENLO YN FW YA P, IN  ANCIENT B R IT ISH

O XEYE. BLACK CAP. GREAT TITMOUSE. TOMTIT. G REA T BLA C K -H EA D ED  

TOMTIT. SIT -Y E-D O W N . TOM CO LLIER. 0  SA W -SH A R PER .

P arus major, Pennant. Montagu. Bew ick .

Parus—A  contraction of Parvus— Little? M ajor—Greater.

TH E  plague of British ornithology, useless novelties in nomenclature, 
according to the 'W him s and Oddities' of every self-styled ' Field 

N aturalist/ may be illustrated by the example of the name of '  Parus 
hortensis/ or 'G arden T it /  assigned to the Oxeye, as if it  were more 
a frequenter of gardens than the Blue-cap, and therefrom claimed a 
new specific nam e!

Mr. Macgillivray, in discussing the affinities of the genus a t the head 
of which, in this country at least, the Oxeye stands, gives it  as his 
opinion that the family of the Titmice is allied to that of the Jays, and 
there is 'certainly some sort of cousin-germanship between them.

The gay party-colour of this species—the chief of its clan—makes it 
a great ornament to our country. It is abundant in wooded districts, 
less so in others.. This remark applies to each of these Islands.

I t  is common in Russia, Holland, Italy, and various other countries 
of Europe, so far north as Norway and Sweden, and is also said to be 
met with in Africa, near the Cape of Good Hope, in  Algeria, and the 
Canary Islands; as well as in Asia, in Siberia, Persia, Palestine, Crete, 
and Asia Minor, where it  has been seen by my friend, H ugh Edwin 
Strickland, Esq. One was m et with in the Atlantic, nine hundred and 
twenty miles from the nearest land. In  England, Ireland, and Scotland, 
it is plentiful.

The Oxeye remains with us all the year round, but evidently makes 
partial migrations, whether caused simply by the quest of food or no, 
I  know not.

Mr. Hewitson has well observed of the Titmice, th a t they are perfect 
mountebanks; it m aking no difference to them in their gambols and 
antics whether their heads or their heels are uppermost. This species,
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however, is less of a Harlequin, except indeed, in plumage, than some 
of its congeners. I t  is a bold and courageous bird, and bites vigorously 
if captured, or if approached in the nest will often fuff and strike 
with its wings instead of flying off. In  confinement it becomes tolerably 
tame, and even in its wild state will come to the window-sill for crumbs 
of bread. Other smaller birds frequent its vicinity without any apparent 
fear, notwithstanding its occasional destructive propensities, but it 
attacks them furiously if they advance against its nest. More than two 
or three of this species are seldom seen together, nor does it associate 
much with its generic relatives. I t  is not at all a shy bird. One which 
Bewick kept, used to rest at night on the bottom of the cage.

The flight of the Oxeye is usually short—from tree to tree, performed 
by a repeated flutter of the wings, but if its travel be farther it is 
somewhat undulated.

Its  food consists principally of insects, small caterpillars hid in leaves, 
and seeds, which latter, if hard, it holds in its bill, and knocks against a 
tree till it breaks the shell; the sound is often heard at a considerable 
distance, resembling that made by a Woodpecker—even hazel nuts it de­
molishes in this way. I t  also pulls off the moss from trees, to pry for the 
insects underneath, destroys a few bees at their hives, and makes some 
small havoc among the peas in a garden. I t  sometimes seeks its food on 
the ground, but for the most part in trees, where it  exhibits much of 
the fantastic agility of its race. I t  may be seen at times hanging under 
the eaves of a thatched cottage, from which it  pulls out the straws in 

‘ quest of concealed insects. I t  has also been known to eat small birds, 
killing them by repeated taps on the head, and shews the same car­
nivorous propensity in the readiness with which it will pick a bone, 
or make a meal of a carrion. I t  often holds any food between its feet, 
and then pecks away at it, swaying its body both up and down, and 
sideways in  doing so.

The provincial name of this species, * the Oxeye/ has in my opinion 
no reference to a derivation from any such origin as that of the synonym 
of the ‘ Boopis’ and f glaucopis A thene/ but has been given to it from 
its note, which, in the spring, resembles this word often repeated—a 
low and a high note in succession, gradually changing in the mutual 
intonation of the parts as the season advances, at first being merely one 
note thrice repeated; and it has also, in addition to a chatter, another 
Which resembles the word ‘ twink.’ I  know no bird whose voice, though 
monotonous, is more cheerful and exhilarating in connection with the 
returning spring. I t  begins its merry ‘ oxeye, oxeye, oxeye/ which 
bears a strong resemblance to the filing of a saw, about the beginning 
of March, and continues it till the middle of May. I t  has, however,
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says Mr. Thompson, been heard so early as the 23rd. >and 24th. of 
December, th e '5 th . of January, and the end of January, when, a t the 
latter date, there was ice an inch thick on the pools. I t  is loud, so 
that it may be heard a t the distance of half a mile. I t  has been 
likened by the country people to the words ‘ sit-ye-dow n/ I t  changes 
in a very evident'm anner as the season advances. This bird  has been 
known to imitate most exactly the song of the Garden W arbler.

The nest is usually made in a hole of a tree or of a wall, or crevice 
of a rock; sometimes the forsaken nest of a crow or magpie is converted 
into a tenement. I  have had one in my garden which built in the 
hollow of an old tree nearly down at the ground. Not unfrequently it 
is placed in a pump, either, used or unused, the door-way being by th e  
orifice for the handle. Sir Charles Anderson, Bart., wrote me word of 
a pair, which thus built for many successive years, ten a t the least, 
although each year the nest was destroyed by the working of the 
handle. I  have known one on the side of a roof under the tiles, 
another between the boughs of a tree, only some three or four feet 
from the ground. Mr. N. W ood in  his book observes:— ‘The organ 
of secretiveness is probably amply developed in this species, as it 
commonly conceals its nest with great circumspection, often beyond 
the reach of the schoolboy; and is very jealous of being observed 
near the nest!' Is  this so great a peculiarity in a bird, or is it meant 
to be illustrative of the practical utility of the so-called science of 
phrenology? Another has been known to build far up among the rafters 
of a house; one in a window frame, the entrance being through the # 
opening for the weight; and another under an inverted flower-pot.
I t  is composed of a quantity of moss, feathers, leaves, hair, and other 
materials loosely compacted. Occasionally the eggs are laid on the 
dust of the wood alone, and if I  may offer a  conjecture on the 
subject, possibly these cases may be when a first nest has been taken 
or destroyed, and the bird is in a hurry about her second brood. 
Since w riting the above, I  perceive that M ontagu has made a similar 
suggestion. In  some cases a hole is worked out for itself in  the 
decayed wood of a tree. Miss Gertrude Lewis Lloyd, of Nantgwilt, 
has known the nest built in February, as she has w ritten to me. The 
same site is often frequented from year to  year, if its tenants are not 
disturbed. The Rev. George Snowden, of Stainland, near Halifax, has 
written me word of his having once found the nest in the wall of a Uousl* 
exclusively composed of rabbit's fu r; all the comers of the hole were 
filled with it, and in the middle was a most exqqisitely-formed round 
hollow, and altogether it  was exceedingly p re tty  and comfortable.

The eggs, from six to eleven in  num ber, are pure white, or white
\ #
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with a tinge »of yellow, dotted all over irregularly with reddish brown. 
The hen sits closely on them, and the male keeps a station not far off; 
both of them equally pugnacious in defence of their progeny, the latter 
uttering loud cries of anger or distress, and the former hissing as she 
sits. The young are said, after they have left the nest, not to return 
to it, but to perch for some time in the neighbouring trees, and to 
keep together until the following spring. I t  is somewhat singular that 
the eggs of this bird resemble those of the Nuthatch, to which bird it 
also has some similarity in the loud tapping noise it occasionally makes 
against the trunks of topes, and which has been conjectured to be for 
the purpose of frightening insects out from under the bark.

M ale; weight, about ten drachms; length, six inches and a quarter •
bill, black; the upper part has a broad festoon on the edge__a
characteristic of all the Titmice; iris, dusky brown, lighter on the 
sides and at the tip ; head, black on the crown, white on the sides 
sometimes tipped with yellow; neck, bluish black in front, and banded' 
on the side with the same, and behind the white patch. The nape has 
a few white feathers on it, making a spot; chin, black, united to the 
black on the nape; throat, black; breast, yellow, tinged with green, 
divided all down the middle by a broad black line; back, olive green, 
bluish grey below.

The wings expand to the width of ten inches, and extend to one 
third of the length of the tail; underneath, they are bluish grey; greater 

|  coverts, bluish black, edged with olive green, and tipped with 
white, forming a bar across the wings; lesser wing coverts, bluish, and 
some greenish ash-colour. Primaries, dusky bluish, edged with grey, 
except the first two, and tipped with bluish white, except the first th ree ; 
they are margined on the inside with white, and on the outside with 
blue, excepting the third, fourth, fifth, and sixth, which are white on 
the narrower part, and the inner three, which are yellow: the first 
feather is very short, the second not so long as the third, the fourth 
a little longer than the fifth, and the longest in the wing, being a little 
longer than the sixth. Secondaries and tertiaries, the same, edered with 

-greenish white, the white of the latter being broader ; greater and lesser 
under wing coverts, white; tail, dusky bluish, darkest on the inner webs, 
the outer feathers white on their outer webs more or less, and on part 
of the inner webs towards the tip of the feather, the others margined 
with bluish grey ; it is the latter colour underneath. Upper tail coverts, 
bluish g rey ; under tail coverts, white; legs and toes, dark lead-colour; 
claws, dark brown. s

The female resembles the male in plumage, but the colours are less 
bright. Length, five inches and three quarters to six inches; head, dull
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black; breast, dull yellow; tbe black band narrower, an<i not quite so 
far extended downwards. The wings expand to the width of nine inches 
and a half.

The young male has the black streak narrower than in the adult 
bird, but continued all the way.

Lewin has recorded a curious variety of this bird, which had the 
upper and lower bills crossed.

“ He crept out at a crevis of the wall,
And lightly to the woode dyd#gone.”

A d a m  B ell, G lym  <f the Clough, a n d  W illia m  o f  C loudesley.—P ercy’s  Beliques.

i

COLE TITMOUSE.

Y  BEN LO YN  L Y G L IW , IN  AN CIEN T B R IT IS H .

OOLEMOUSE.

Partis aier, P e n n a n t .  M o n t a g u ,  Parus atricapillus, B r i s s o n .

Parus—A contraction of Parvus—Little ? Ater—Black.
•

TH E  Cole or Coal Titmouse is dispersed over Europe, and occurs 
in North America, and the northern parts of Asia, as well as in 

the Crimea, Palestine, and elsewhere; it is also found in  Japan, according 
to M. Temminck. I t  suits itself to the genial climate of Italy  and 
severe Siberia, and inhabits alike Russia, Germany, Norway, Finland, 
Turkey, Sicily, Greece, Sweden, and France.

The Cole Titmouse is to be met with in every part of England— 
north, east, south, and west. I t  is by no means rare, and yet can 
hardly be said to be an abundant species. In  Yorkshire it  occurs in 
wooded districts. In  the immediate neighbourhood of London it  is not 
uncommon, and has even been seen in the great metropolis itself, bu t 
doubtless only fen passan t/ Mr. Edward has observed it  in  the 
neighbourhood of Banff; Mr. Thompson about Aberarder, Inverne£shir&; 
and Mr. St. John  in Sutherlandshire, in plenty, as also a t W ick; in 
fact, in Scotland it is a very abundant species in all the pine and fir 
woods; birch, oak, and alder it  is also partial to. In  Ireland i t  has 
been observed in the counties of Donegal, Clare, K erry, Cork, Tipperary,
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Wexford, and* Dublin, and therefore there is no doubt but that it may 
at times be met with in every part of the ‘ Sister Island/ I t  is there 
more numerous than the Marsh Titmouse, the reverse being the case 
in England.

This neat little bird abides with us throughout the year, but is seen 
more abundantly in the winter, in consequence of partial migrations.

Though this species may be observed on almost any or every tree 
at times, the Scotch fir seems to be that in which it is most at home 
I t  is of an apparently restless disposition, moving like c Young Rapid> 
from place to place, froyi hedge to hedge, from tree to tree, from 
wood to wood, from district to district. I t  is addicted to woods, as 
supplying its food, but I  have met with it in ordinary cultivated dis­
tricts, plantations, gardens, etc. I t  frequently seeks its food on the 

. ground.
I t  is more shy than the preceding species or the Blue-cap. I  copy 

the following life-like description of this interesting little bird and its
associates, Jrom Mr. Macgillivray; its truthfulness I  can fully attest:__
'I t  is pleasant to follow a troop of these tiny creatures, as they search 
the tree tops, spreading all round, fluttering and creeping among the 
branches, ever in motion, now clinging to a twig in an inverted po­
sition, now hovering over a tuft of leaves, picking in a crevice of the 
bark, searching all the branches, sometimes visiting the lowermost 
and again winding among those at the very tops of the trees. In 
wandering among these woods you are attracted by their shrill cheep­
in g  notes, which they continually emit as they flutter among the 
branches, and few persons thus falling in with a flock, can help standing 
still to watch their motions for a while.* I t  is also observable how 
suddenly, without any apparent cause, the whole troop, as if under 
marching orders, decamp in a body from a tree, and halt elsewhere, 
again to go through their exercises, evolutions, and manoeuvres.

Its flight is short and unsteady, produced by a continual flutter.
The food of the Cole Titmouse qonsists of insects, worms, cater­

pillars, and seeds. In  search of the first-named it will pick with extreme 
rapidity all round in a circle, without so much as disturbing a single 
'sere and yellow leaf,* though perched on the centre of its under side. 
I t  is said to be particularly fond of the berries of the woodbine, 
and to hold any hard seed with its feet against a branch, and peck at 
it ^ill ft obtains the kernel. The same with the seeds of the thistle, 
on which I  have watched one alight and hang on the plant to pick 
off, and then fly uj^ with to the bough of a neighbouring tree on 
which it hammers it, with a loud tapping, to separate the down from 
the seed. In  the winter it also feeds on wheat and oats, and appears 

vol. i. • 2 b
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to hoard up some portion of a superabundant supply o f, food against 
a day of scarcity. Occasionally it will pick a bone or other fragment, 
with much zest. Small fragments of stone are swallowed to help to 
triturate its food. I t  picks up oddments on the ground at times, seeds . 
of fir and such like. Mr. Edward Blyth says in the ‘Magazine of 
Natural H istory,* volume viii, page 336, note, ‘I  once, however, put 
a nest of young Goldcrests into a large cage containing several insec­
tivorous birds, in the hope that one out of the number would have 
brought them up. A Oole Tit descended, seemed very much interested, ■' 
and looked, I  thought, as if he would have .fed them ; when, lo! he 
seized one of them by the neck, placed it between his claws, and began 
very deliberately to eat it. There is, therefore, a little of the Magpie
even in this tiny delicate species.*

The note, which is first heard in February, is unmusical, and is ren­
dered, by Meyer, by the syllables rzit, zit,* and 'zit-tee;* 'che-chee, 
che-chee9 may also serve to express it. In  the spring it is very loud, 
and may be heard nearly as far as that of the Oxeye: suspended for 
the most part until August, it is then renewed. W hen the female is 
sitting, at least towards the end of her confinement, she hisses a t any 
approaching enemy, and will also bite if molested. Mr. Knapp says 
of this species and the Oxeye, that 'they  will often acquire or com­
pound a note, become delighted with it, and repeat i t  incessantly for 
an hour or so, and then seem to forget, or be weary of it, and we', 
hear it no more.*

At the beginning of winter, when the plumage is new, all the feathers 
of the back are tipped with brownish yellow, which wears off into 
bluish grey in summer, and those on the lower part of the front of 
the neck, from being tipped with white, tu rn  altogether black.

The nest is placed in a hole of a tree, and according to Mr. 
Hewitson, a t a less height from the ground than that of the other 
Titmice, even in the hollows about the roots; sometimes in a hole of 
a wall, or of a bank, quite close JiO, or even on the ground, or in that 
of a mouse, ra t, or mole; one was thus found in a bank at Swinhope, 
Lincolnshire, by my friend the Rev. R. P . Alington. I t  is made up 
of moss, wool, hair, fur, and feathers. This bird, like the Oxeye, and 
doubtless others of its race, will enlarge a hole for its accommodation 
by removing the pulverized particles of wood which have partially 
filled or lined it.

The eggs, from six to eight in  number, are like those of its fellows 
—white, spotted or speckled, but seldom blotted, with ligh t red.

Incubation lasts about a fortnight, the male and female sitting by 
turns: the young are fed principally with caterpillars., Two broods
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are hatched jn  the year, of which the first is fledged in May.
Mai e: weight, about two drachms and a quarter; length, four inches 

and a quarter; bill, blackish or dark horn-colour, lighter at the edges 
and tip; iris, dusky; head, white on the sides, black glossed with blue 
on the crown; neck, white on the sides, black near the wing, with an 
oblong patch of white. Chin and throat, black; breast, dull white in 
the middle; below, and on the sides, light buff with a tinge of green; 
back, bluish grey above, verging to brownish buff: the feathers are 
singularly long, as is the case with most of the other Titmice.

The wings, underneath, grey; they expand to the width of seven 
inches and a third; greater and lesser wing coverts, bluish grey, the 
feathers tipped with white, forming two bars across the wings; pri­
maries, brownish grey, edged with greenish grey on the outside, and 

* on the inside with greyish white; the first feather is very short, the 
second shorter than the third, and equal to the seventh; the third, 
fourth, and fifth, of nearly equal length, and the longest in the wing; 
secondaries, the same; tertiaries, the same, tipped with dull white. The 
tail, whica is slightly indented at the end, and extends a little beyond 
the wings, is brownish grey, the feathers margined with greenish, 
underneath grey with white shafts; upper and under tail coverts, green­
ish buff; legs, toes, and claws, very dark lead-colour; the latter are 
rather thick.

The female resembles the male. The black on the head is less glossy, 
and does not extend so far down, and the white is less pure: the grey 

• of the back is tinged with greenish brown.
The young resemble the female: the first feathers have a tinge of 

green.
A variety is described in the ‘Zoologist/ page 3055, by the Rev. 

Francis K. Amherst, in which ‘the white mark on the nape of the 
neck was continued in a broad and well-defined line, over the crown 
of the head to the upper mandible/ Mr. W . P. Cocks also one, shot 
near Falmouth, which had a broad white crest from the forehead to 
the nape of the neck; and the Rev. R. Wilton has told me of another 
which had a single white feather in the tail. Another has been known 
with the head, neck, and part of the back and breast white, slightly 
marked with black spots.

• « “There comes a saucy Tom-tit, and says a word or so.”
A n n e t t e  F .  C. K n i g h t .

l
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CRESTED TITMOUSE. 8

Parus crisiatusy P e n n a n t . M o n t a g u .

Parus—A contraction of Parvus—Little ? Cristatus Crested.

* T F  any of my readers/ says Macgillivray, ' should be anxious to
JL know how an author may contrive to talk a great deal about 

nothing, he may consult the article, '  Crested T it/  in an amusing work 
entitled 'T he Feathered Tribes of the British Islands.’ I  have only 
hereon to remark that Mr. Macgillivray is very seldom wrong, and 
this is not one of the few instances in which he is. Mudie certainly 
disproved the truth of the proverb 'e x  nihilo nihil fit,’ for though his 
stock of knowledge of any bird m ight be 'n i l /  that ta d  nothing 
whatever to do with the 'quantum 5 he wrote about it; and thus he 
made his book.

The Crested Titmouse is an European bird, being found in more 
or less plenty in Denmark, Russia, Sweden, Finland, Norway, Ger­
many, France, Switzerland, Poland, Austria, Spain, Portugal, Holland, 
Italy, and Belgium.

In  our own country it  occurs more sparingly, is of very local dis- 0 
tribution, and appears to be confined to the northern districts of the 
island, where, in the extensive pine forests, its shy habits and the secluded 
character of its chosen habitat, render its discovery a m atter of rarer 
occurrence than under other circumstances would probably be the case.

In  Yorkshire one is stated by Mr. Allis, on the authority of Mr. J . 
Heppenstall, to have been seen in a garden at Thorne, in the W est- 
Riding. In  the county of Durham, one was shot on Sunderland Moor, 
in the middle of January, 1850. About the year 1789, a considerable 
flock was observed in Scotland, as also in  various parts there in the 
autumn of 1848; in other seasons they have been met with, bu t not 
so plentifully, though for the most part in small flocks. They are 
known to breed annually in plantations near Glasgow, and there is 
therefore no doubt bu t tha t either the species is permanently resident 
in Scotland, or that it may be met with there in some part of every 
year. The instances of its occurrence that have been recorded, have 
been in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh, and of Glasgow, the forest 
of Glenmore, the pass of Killiekrankie, and near the river Spey, where

0
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two were killed in 1836, and where on another occasion they were seen 
in considerable numbers—also in Argyleshire, Dumbartonshire, and 
Perthshire. In  Ireland none have been yet seen.

They appear to make partial migrations, or what may perhaps be 
better described as regular movements.

Birds of this species are said to be of retired habits, to associate but 
little with their congeners, to keep together in small or large flocks 
sometimes in* company with others of their kind, but to be quarrelsome 
one with another. In  their '  light fantastic* performances, they resemble 
the Blue Titmouse. Thgy appear to be not at all shy, and have been 
observed to erect and depress the crest at pleasure. They are said to 
hatch two broods in the year. They are easily tamed.

Their food consists of insects, spiders, the small seeds of evergreens 
* and berries.

The note is described as resembling that of the Cole Titmouse, but 
as having a peculiar quaver at the end. Meyer renders it by the 
words^g^ir-]>r-kee.* The bird has also a chirp.

The nest, which is composed of grass, moss, or lichens, fur, wool, 
and feathers, and doubtless any soft materials, is placed in a hole of 
a tree, from two to six feet or so from the root, and even a few inches 
only up from the latter, the oak being said to preferred, as also, 
according to Temminck, in rocks, or in the deserted nests of crows 
or squirrels: probably the particulars related of the other Titmice would 
apply to this one also, as to its location, for a nest examined by Mr.

* Hewitson was thus scooped out. He writes as follows:— * When trees 
are felled in the forests, their trunks are left standing about two feet 
above the ground;* (he is speaking, I  should observe, of the forest of 
Kissingen, in Bavaria,) 'and in the decayed wood of one of these, a 
hole was scooped to contain the nest of which I  have spoken—just such 
a situation as would have been chosen by the Cole Titmouse.* I t  
appears sometimes to build a nest for itself in a bush, and with an 
opening on the side.

I  may here be permitted to remark, that Mr. Selby*s assertion, that 
he had seen one of the Titmice engaged in hollowing out for itself a 
place for a nest in the wood of a 'decayed* tree, which has been 
impugned, on the ground that it could not be understood by a writer 
ojyposed to the belief of the account how the bird could scoop out for 
itself a hole in a 'sound* tree, is most fully borne out by all the writers 
on the subject who are best entitled to credit. There seems in fact 
among such to be no difference of opinion about it, so that it is difficult 
to imagine, in the presence of facts, how the contrary opinion could 
have suggested itself. #
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They  build at the end of April or early in May. ,
The eggs are from seven to ten in number, white, spotted and 

speckled, most so at the larger end, with light purple red.
Male: weight, about two drachms and a half; length, a little above 

four inches and a half; bill, black. Iris, dark brown, over it  is^a dull 
white streak towards the nape, and from behind it runs a black streak, 
which unites with a curved band of the same; this is succeeded by a 
patch of white, and this again by another black band, which comes 
round in front of the shoulders, until it meets the black of the throat; 
forehead, black and white, the feathers small gmd scale-like. The head 
is surmounted by a pretty crest of black feathers, deeply margined with 
white; it is of a conical shape, somewhat, not inappropriately, in the 
form of a Scotch cap; the feathers are shortest in front, and gradually 
heighten, arching forwards—the longest is about an inch in length: at 
the side it is yellowish white, with a few black specks. Chin, throat, 
and upper part of the breast, black, in a triangular shape; beneath, it 
is very light dull fawn-colour, darker at the lower extrem ^v. a**/3, tinged 
with rust-colour, as also the sides; back, pale brown, with a slight 
tinge of green.

The wings extend to the width of eight inches, and reach to within 
an inch of the end of the tail; underneath, they are dark grey. 
Greater and lesser wing coverts, pale greenish brown, and margined 
with pale grey; underneath, light grey; primaries, secondaries, and 
tertiaries, greenish brown; the first-named are edged with pale grey on 
the inner webs; the first feather is less than half the length of the 
second, the third and fifth nearly equal, larger than the second, and 
not quite so long as the fourth, which is the longest in the wing. 
Greater and lesser under wing coverts, dull white, tinged with rust- 
colour; tail, pale greenish brown, edged with ligh t rust-colour, except 
the outer ones, which have narrow white edges; underneath, light 
grey—it is of twelve feathers. Tail coverts, pale greenish brown, but 
lighter than the back; under tail coverts, as the breast below. Legs 
and toes, bluish grey; claws, brownish black. , * :

Female; length, four inches and a half; crest, ra ther shorter than in 
the male. The black round the neck narrower, and in terrupted; the 
black patch on the breast of smaller size.

The young are said to have a rudimentary crest even in the nest. 
Chin, nearly black; throat, grey; breast, dull white, mixed with grey, 
as are all the under parts.

“ Even in a bird the simplest notes have charms for me.” *
Q-r a h a m k .
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| \y. BLUE TITMOUSE.

Y  LLEIAN, LLYGODEN Y  DERW , IN  ANCIENT BRITISH .

BLUE-CAP. BLUE-BONNET. NUN. TOMTIT. BLUE MOPE. BILLY-BIT ER .

HICKMALL.o

Parus cceruleus, M o n t a g u . B e w i c k . S e l b y .

|  Parus—A contraction of Parvus—Little ? Cceruleus—Blue—azure.

FROM the window of my study, in which, 'ubi quid datur’ (or 
^ u v )  ‘o ti/ the ' midnight oil' is burned, by which 'illudo 

chartis*—in plain English, in which this work is written, I  have almost 
daily opportunities of watching the interesting actions of this pretty 
little bird, which I  shall accordingly describe.

The Blue Titmouse frequents the whole of Europe, except the most 
northern parts, but is found so far as Denmark, Finland, Norway, 
Sweden, and the south of Russia; southwards, in Greece, Holland,
France, and Switzerland, as also, it is said, in the Canary Islands; and 

°in Asia—in Japan, according to Temminck, and Asia Minor. I t  is very 
common throughout England and Ireland, as also in Scotland, except 
the extreme north.

They are not migratory, but in or before hard weather they move 
southwards, to Escape the severity of the north, returning when that 
cause is removed. In  the autumn, after the cares of bringing up a 
family are over, they often approach nearer to houses and gardens, 
and may be seen on almost every hedge.

These birds are of a pugnacious disposition, and frequently quarrel 
with their neighbours, as well as among themselves: the Robin, how­
ever, is quite master of the field. Two were once observed so closely 
engaged in combat, that they both suffered themselves to be captured 
bj^ & gentleman who saw them. They are very bold and spirited, and 
are caught without difficulty in traps. They often assail their enemy, 
the Hawk—the destroyer of their species, chasing him in the same 
way that Swallows^do; as also Magpies, Thrushes* and any other 
suspicious characters, and the Owl they are particularly inveterate 
against. They bite severely if caught, and the hen bird in like manner g
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will attack any one who molests her when sitting, in tl\e discharge of 
which duty she is so devoted that she will sometimes suffer herself 
to be taken off the nest with the hand; otherwise, if the nest be 
disturbed in her absence, she forsakes it. One has been known to sit 
still while a part of the tree which guarded the entrance of her retreat 
was sawn off. Another, mentioned by Yarrell, which built in a box 
hung up against a house, kept in it while carried into the house, and 
did not forsake it when replaced.

When the young are hatched, both birds become very clamorous, and 
have even been known to fly at and attack persons approaching the 
nest. They pass most of their time in trees, after the manner of the 
other Titmice, often frequenting the same locality from day to day for 
some while, in search of food. 'S o  nimble are th e y / says J . J . Briggs, 
Esq., 'in  this operation, that having once alighted on the stem of a 
plant, be it ever so fragile, and though it  bends from its perpendicular 
until the end almost touches the roots, the bird  rarely quits his hold 
until he finishes his examination of the leaves/ T h e y ^ s q ^ i g h t  on 
the ground, or in a stubble field, to pick up what they may meet with 
there, and cling with perfect ease, for the like purpose, to the smooth 
bark of a tree, a wall, or a window-frame, when they sometimes tap 
a t the window, like the familiar Redbreast, possibly looking a t the 
reflection of themselves: from these habits their claws are often much 
worn. All their motions are extremely quick, nimble, and active. In  
the spring they are mostly seen in pairs, in the summer in families, and 
later on in the year, occasionally, in small flocks. They frequent 
cultivated districts, and are to be seen in any and every place where 
tim ber abounds or hedgerows exist, in greater or less abundance. 
They roost a t night in ivy, or the holes of walls and trees, and under 
the eaves of thatched places, or in any snug corner. They are the 
most familiar, and perhaps the most lively of the genus. In  severe 
winters they often perish from cold.

Mr. Thompson, of Belfast, in describing the extent to which these 
birds are capable of being tamed, speaks of one which 'from  its fami­
liarity and vivacity was most amusing. The cage was covered with close 
netting, which it several times cut through, thereby effecting its escape 
into the room. I t  then flew to the children, and having taken hold of 
a piece of bread or cake, in the hand of the youngest, would not forego 
the object of attack, though shaken with the greatest force the* child 
could exert; indeed, the latter was so persecuted on one occasion for 
a piece of apple, tha t she ran crying out of the apartment. I t  was 
particularly fond of sugar. Confined in the same cage with this bird 
were some other species, and among them a Redbreast, which it  some-

o
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times annoyed so much as to bring upon its head severe chastisement.
A favourite trick was to pull the feathers out of its fellow-prisoners. 
The young Willow Wren already alluded to was sadly tormented in 
this way. A similar attempt was even made on a Song Thrush, 
introduced to its domicile, but it was successfully repelled. This 
mischievous Tit escaped out of doors several times, but always returned 
without being sought for.’

The flight of this species is rather unsteady, executed by repeated 
flappings, and if lengthened is undulated.

The Blue-cap seems to be omnivorous in its appetite. Its principal 
food consists of caterpillars, spiders, moths, beetles, and other insects, 
and their eggs. In  quest of these it plucks off numberless buds, but 
it is at least questionable whether the remedy is not even in this case 

* far better than the disease, for doubtless the insects or their eggs, which 
it thus destroys, would eventually otherwise consume those very leaves, 
now though prematurely, '  nipped in the bud / I t  often, like the other 
specigg.jbolds «ny food between its feet, swaying its body up and down 
as it hammers away at it. 'I n  what evil hour, and for what crime/ 
says Mr. Knapp, 'th is poor little bird could have incurred the anathema 
of a parish, it is difficult to conjecture. An item passed in one of our 
late churchwardens' accounts, was 'for seventeen dozen of Tomtits’ 
h ea d s /1 A few peas are for the most part the extent of its depreda­
tions. In  the late autumn I  have seen one pecking at an apple left 
as useless on a tree. Grain, especially oats, which they hold between 

•their claws, and pick at until they twitch them from the husk, seeds, 
and berries, they likewise feast on; they are fond also of animal food, 
and will, occasionally, so some say, destroy other small birds. They 
have been observed by J . J . Briggs, Esq., to carry food—a caterpillar, 
or an insect, to the young, three or four times every ten minutes. 
Mr. W eir Communicated to Mr. Macgillivray his observations on their 
feeding their young, from a quarter-past two in the morning, to half­
past eight in the evening, and found that they did so in that period, 
on the average of the different hours, four hundred and seventy-five 
times, each time bringing at least one caterpillar, and sometimes two 
or three, so that probably this one pair of birds destroyed six or seven 
hundred in the course of a single day. The destruction of the Blue- 
cap by the farmer or gardener is an act of economical suicide. Well 
his the author of the book of Ecclesiasticus written, ' all things are 
double one against another, and God has made nothing imperfect.

The 'Journal of a N aturalist’ records the following: I  was lately
exceedingly pleased in witnessing the maternal care and intelligence of 
this b ird ; for the poor thing had its young ones in the hole of a 
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wall, and the nest had been nearly all drawn out of the^ crevice by the 
paw of a cat, and part of its brood devoured. In  revisiting its family, 
the bird discovered a portion of it  remaining, though wrapped up and 
hidden in the tangled moss and feathers of their bed, and it then 
drew the whole of the nest back into the place from whence it had 
been taken, unrolled and re-settled the remaining little ones, fed them 
with the usual attentions, and finally succeeded in rearing them. The 
parents of even this reduced family laboured with great perseverance 
to supply its wants, one or other of them bringing a grub, caterpillar, 
or some insect, at intervals of less than a minute through the day, 
and probably in the earlier part of the morning more frequently; bu t 
if we allow that they brought food to the hole every minute for- 
fourteen hours, and provided for their own wants also, it  will admit 
of perhaps a thousand grubs a day, for the requirements of one, and 
that a diminished brood, and gives us some comprehension of the 
infinite number requisite for the summer nutrim ent of our soft-billed 
birds, and the great distances gone over by such as h a ^  jroup<g.,ones, 
in their numerous trips from hedge to tree in the hours specified, when 
they have full broods to support/

Meyer renders the note of the Blue Tom tit by the words 'z it, z i t /  
'tz ite e /  and 'tse e , tsee, ts i r r /  which is, 1 think, as near as it can be 
approached; and shews that a comparison of it by one of my school­
fellows to the words in the Latin Grammar 'm e  te se, praeter que ne 
v e / was far from being inapt, as in tru th  it is not. Macgillivray gives 
us '  chica, chica, chee, ch.ee/ as also * ch irr-r-r/ I t  has also a sort o f0 
scream—a signal of alarm, and the hen bird, when sitting on the nest, 
hisses at any enemy, and spits like a kitten, ruffling up her feathers, 
at the same time. ' Many a young in tru d er/ says Mr. Knapp, '  is 
deterred from prosecuting any farther search, lest he should rouse the 
vengeance of some lurking snake or adder/ In  the spring of the year 
I  have heard this bird utter a very pleasing and decided song, though 
of weak sound. My brother, Beverley R. Morris, Esq., M.D., has also 
related a similar instance in the 'N a tu ra lis t/  volume ii., page 108.

The nest, which is composed of grass and moss, and lined with hair, 
wool, and feathers, and is built in March or April, is usually placed in 
a hole of a tree, about half a dozen or a dozen feet from the ground, 
or even close to it. H. T. Tomlinson, Esq., has informed me of one he 
found on the ground, near Ambleside. I  have seen one myself ne&r the* 
top of a thick quickset hedge, in my own garden, about four feet from 
the ground. 'I f  the hole is small, the nest consists only of a few feathers 

|  or tufts of h a ir ; if large, the foundation is of moss,'‘grasses, and wool. 
The nest is well constructed/ One, containing young birds, was found
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so late as Oqtober 10thv 1839, by the Rev. George Jeans, in the 
Blowwell Holt, Tetney, in Lincolnshire. Frequently a hole in a wall 
is made use of, sometimes the top of a pump, though the bird may 

( be continually disturbed, or the nest even in the first instance destroyed 
by the action of the handle, the entrance being the cleft for the handle 

Vto work in.
‘At the residence of Mr. George Quinton, New Fishbourne, a Blue 

Titmouse, (Parus casruleus,) alias Tomtit, has selected the letter-box 
in the front door for building its nest/ The following is related in 
the ‘Yorkshire Gazette* of May 17th., 1856:—‘In a box fixed on a 
post, near the gardens at Thorpe Hall, near Bridlington, letters and 
newspapers are deposited through a slit for the greater convenience of 
the foot messenger, as he passes each way daily between Bridlington,

* the post town, and the receiving house at Thwing. The lid is secured 
by a lock and key, and although the box is opened four times every 
day in the week, except Sunday, yet a pair of these tiny, pert, little 
birds* ha.ye m>de the slit a means of ingress and egress, and actually 
built a nest within, in which the female has already begun to lay her 
eggs/

Speaking of one instance of this kind, Bishop Stanley says, ‘I t  
happened that during the time of building and laying the eggs, the 
pump had not been in use; and when again set going, the female was 
sitting, and it was naturally supposed that the motion of the pump 
handle would drive her away. * The young brood, however, were hatched 

# safely, without any other misfortune than the loss of a part of the tail 
of the sitting bird, which was rubbed off by the friction of the pump 
handle/ And again, ‘We knew of another pair of Titmice, which, for 
several 'days persevered in inserting, close upon the point of the handle, 
the materials for a nest; though every time the handle was raised they 
were either crushed or forced out, till the patience of the persevering 
little builders was fairly exhausted/ The most extraordinary situation, 
however, that I  have heard or read of for the location of the nest 
of this, or of any other species of bird, was within the jaws of the 
skeleton of a man who had been executed and hung in chains for 
murder. I t  would almost seem a realization of the fable of our child­
hood, respecting a somewhat similar locality therein assigned to the 
nest of Swallows.

Mr. Hewitson records the following, communicated to him by Mr. 
Heysham, of Carlisle:—‘A few years ago, when upon an entomological 
excursion, wishing to examine the decayed stump of a tree, which 
was broken to pieces for that purpose, and the fragments dispersed to 
a considerable distance by a severe blow, a Blue Titmouse was found

• 4

BLUE TITMOUSE. 2L9



sitting upon fourteen eggs, in a small cavity of the roo^; and, notwith­
standing the above severe shock, she remained immovable, till forcibly 
taken off the nest: sometimes, even if taken off, she will return. Again,' 
'A n earthen bottle was placed on the garden wall of Mrs. Chorley, 
of Bolton, near Lancaster; in this a pair of Blue Titmice built their 
nest, hatched their eggs, and reared their young. There was no cork 
in the bottle, and the birds had no other way of entrance than through 
the mouth; going up and down the neck of the bottle every time 
they carried food to their young ones, all of which, ten in number, 
were reared without accident, and made their escape unmolested through 
the neck of the bottle. W hen they were fairly gone, the bottle was 
taken down, and the old nest found within. The bottle was fifteen ; 
inches deep, and the neck one inch in diameter. I  am at a loss to 
know how the birds could manage to ascend/ Mr. Thompson mentions 
a similar case in an ornamental jar; and another, communicated by Mr. 
Poole, in which the male used to feed the female through the neck 
of the jar. The nest is also often placed under the ea*©s o£ 'heuses, 
the tiles of the roof or any suitable part of an out-of-doors building; 
if in a tree, the outer passage leading into an inner apartment is 
hollowed out by the bird itself in a tru ly  marvellous manner, as 
smoothly as if wrought by the hand of man: one has been known to 
build in the end of a disused leaden pipe.

Mr. M. Saul has narrated in the ‘Zoologist/ the following riiost 
singular instance of something akin to reasoning in a case of the kind, 
if indeed the motive was such as he has im agined:— 'Two birds made 
their appearance; one entered the hole, and appeared to be pecking 
away at the wood inside, for as it managed to separate piece after 
piece, it brought them to the other bird, which remained at the entrance, 
and this last flew away with each piece, and carrying it  to a distance 
from the tree, dropped it on the middle of the road, as if to avoid 
the detection which was almost sure to follow, if the chips had been 
carelessly dropped at the foot of a tree in a frequented thoroughfare, f 

In  the ' Gloucestershire Chronicle* of June 17th., 1837, was recorded 
the following:— 'I n  the course of the present week, two men engaged 
in sawing into planks an oak tree at Mr. H un t's  tim ber yard, near the 
canal basin, found in a hole in the centre, the nest of a Blue Tit, 
containing several eggs. The nest must have been in this situation, 
it  is supposed, for the last century, and when taken out was quite wet. 
The surface of the tree was entirely sound, and there was no appear­
ance of a communication to this hidden cavity.*

The same nest is frequently repaired from year to year: the Revs.
Andrew and H enry Matthews have known one resorted to for twelve

0
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successive yeai;s. I t  is said, however, that if two broods are brought 
up in the year, two different situations are chosen for the purpose: 
sometimes two pairs will quarrel for the same situation.

The eggs are generally seven or eight or more in number, but have 
been known as few as six, and as many as sixteen, and some have said 
even eighteen or twenty; the usual number being from eight to twelve.

' They are of a delicate pink white, more or less spotted, and most so 
at the larger end, with clear rufous brown.

Male; weight, under half an ounce; length, four inches and a 
half; bill, bluish grey or dusky, lighter at the edges, almost black at 
the tip. Iris, dark brown; there is a bluish black streak before and 
behind the eye, running, as it were, through it; forehead and sides 
of the head, white, surrounded by a collar of deep blue, which meets 

# the streak from the eye. Crown, bright blue; a white band runs over 
the eyes, and encircles the head; neck, in front, greenish yellow; nape, 
deep blue, bluish white beneath; chin, deep blue, almost black. Throat, 
deeps&lue, wifJa a stripe of the same, almost black; breast, yellow; a 
stripe of deep blue runs down the middle of it, below it is nearly 
white. Back, greyish blue, with a tinge of green.

The wings reach to within an inch of the end of the tail, and 
expand to the width of seven inches and three-quarters; greater wing 
coverts, blue tipped with white, forming a band across the wings; 
lesser wing coverts, light blue. Primaries, pale blue, blackish or 
greyish brown on the inner webs, margined with whitish; the first 
less than half the length of the second and eighth; the fourth and 
fifth about equal, and longest; the third and sixth equal, and next in 
length. Secondaries, bluish green, blackish brown on the inner webs; 
tertiaries, the same, tipped with white. Tail, pale blue, slightly wedged, 
some of the outer feathers brown on the inner webs and towards the 
tip, the outer with its margin white; tail coverts, lighter than the 
back, and faintly mottled with whitish. Legs and toes, bluish grey; 
claws, brownish.

The female resembles the male, but is a little smaller, and her 
colours not so bright. Weight, three drachms; the breast has the 
blue stripe not so well defined, and less prolonged, and both it and 
the yellow fainter and less pure.

JThe young bird resembles the female, but the colours still duller, 
and tinged with grey. Bill, light yellowish brown; the black streak is 
indistinctly defined, being dull light bluish grey; over the eye a dull 
yellow streak runs round the head. Forehead, dull yellow, sides of 
the head the same; crown, dull light bluish grey; the ring on the 
neck the same; throat, dull yellow. The streak down the breast also
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obscure in the young male, and wanting in the female; the breast 
itself dull yellow tinged with grey on the sides anct lower down; ’ 
back, light green, with a grey tinge. Greater wing coverts, greyish, 
blue, tipped with yellow; lesser wing coverts, greyish blue; primaries, 
greyish blue, edged narrowly with greyish white; secondaries, the 
same, edged broadly with light green, and tipped with yellowish white; 
tertiaries, greyish blue. Toes, dull bluish grey; claws, light yellowish 
brown.

A t the first moult, in Augiist, the bill is dark horn-colour, edged 
with white; the sides of the head and the m ark round the crown are 
yellow, mottled with white; the crown, greenish, interspersed with the 
coming blue feathers, and the dark streak through the eye and collar 
dusky. There is a very great and striking dissimilarity in the sizes 
of different individuals, so much so, as almost to make one fancy tha t 
they might prove two species, and not one. Individuals vary also in 
brightness of colouring, and at the time of moulting, in the autumn, 
they often become of a curious dull and dingy colour.r as if in yery 
ill health.

A  white variety of this bird was observed at Northrepps> in the 
county of Norfolk, in the year 1848. And another is recorded by the 
Revs. Andrew and H enry Matthews, in their ‘ Catalogue of the Birds 
of Oxfordshire, and its neighbourhood/ published in the c Zoologist/ 
'in  which all the feathers of the wing were more or less marked with 
large brown sp o ts / and another by William Thompson, Esq., of Belfast, 
which was sent to him by the Rev. 6 . Robinson, of Tanderagee. I t°  
was shot in a wild state in the county of Arm agh, in  company with 
others of its species. 'T he entire under surface and the back are of 
the richest canary yellow, with which the upper portion of the wings 
also is partially tinged. The tail is pure white. The first few quills 
are white, the succeeding ones pearl grey, b u t of a darker shade at 
the tips. The head is singularly particoloured with white, blue, greyish 
brown, and canary yellow. Bill, legs, and feet of a whitish h u e /

“ Now up, now down,
And through and through 
O’er trunk and branch 
With prying beak 
He climbs.”
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Ifi:' MARSH TITMOUSE.

PENL0YN Y CYRS, IN ANCIENT BRITISH.

BLACE-CAP. SMALLER OXEYEi WILLOW-BITER. JOE BENT.)

Parus palustris, P e n n a n t . M o n t a g u . Pams atricapillus, G m e l in .

<s
Parus—A contraction of Parvus—Little ? Palustris—Of or belonging to 

marshes.

IN Europe this is a perennial inhabitant, in Russia, Norway, Den­
mark, Sweden, France, Holland, and Italy, and doubtless in all 

other countries of the continent. In  Asia in Siberia. Meyer says that 
it is also found in North America, and the northern parts of Asia.

In  Yorkshire, as in every county in England, the Marsh Titmouse 
may be met with, here in greater, and there in less plenty than the 
Cole Titmouse—not that it is by any means to be called a very 
common species. One of these birds was shot on the river which 
runs through the town of Louth, as I  am informed by the Rev. R. 
P. Alington, in the winter of 1849. In  Scotland, except in the extreme 
north, it occurs as in England. Thus in the counties of Renfrew, 
Lanark, Dumfries, Perth, Fife, Aberdeen, and Inverness. In  Ireland 
it seems to be very unfrequent, but not to be partial in its distribution. 
I t  has occurred near Dublin, Belfast, and Kildare.

This Titmouse remains with us throughout the year. I t  is perhaps 
even less shy than the Cole Titmouse, and may easily be tamed. 
Though its name would lead one to suppose the contrary, it is not 
by any means exclusively confined to marshy districts, but may be 
found occasionally in any situation, even in gardens and orchards, 
b u t . principally by the wooded margins of streams and ponds, whence, 
no doubt, its name, preferring low trees and brushwood to hedgerow 
timber, the wood, or the forest. Its habits and actions are those of 
the other Titmice. ‘They dwell together/ says Linnseus Martin, ‘in 
considerable numbers, and are perpetually in motion, going in and 
out of their nests, feeding their young, flying off in search of food,
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or seeking for it in the crevices of the neighbouring tre^s. I t  is truly 
gratifying to witness their sprightly gambols, and the entertaining 
positions, into which, as it were, in the very exhuberance of spirit, 
they are continually throwing themselves/

In  winter these birds collect in small flocks, the individuals of 
which pair together in the spring; they are said to lay up a little 
store of food against the former season, and to roost generally in 
trees at night, hiding themselves in small holes. The male is believed 
to choose a partner for life, and occasionally feeds the female, who 
receives the food in the same shivering manner that a young bird 
does, and she displays the same disinterested guardianship of her 
family as the others of the Titmice. Both parents shew a very affec­
tionate disposition towards their family, and the members of the latter 
to each other, so that if one is caught, and placed in a cage, the 
others come to it, and may be captured likewise. Let it be hoped, 
however, that no reader will act upon this information, bu t leave the 
Marsh Titmouse to the liberty of which, as ju st shewn, it  m ak :3  so 
good a use. Small flocks of six or eight may be seen together in the 
autumn—probably the members of the family which the summer has 
produced.

I ts  flight is rather quick and undulated.
I ts  food consists principally of insects, but when they are not to be 

had in sufficiently plenty, it readily puts up with seeds, both of wild 
and garden plants, and will, if need be, pick at a carrion. I t  is said 
to be fond of the seeds of the thistle, and the sun-flower, to have 
a 'penchant* for bees and wasps, and not, in case of necessity, to 
ttirn away from an oat rick. I t  has been known to consume more 
than half its own weight of food in a day. The young are fed with 
caterpillars; Mr. W eir observed the old birds to feed them  about 
twenty times an hour: he observes, 'T he  female came within fifteen 
or twenty yards of me, but the male was shy, and remained at a 
considerable distance/ I  have had the bird picking up bits on the 
ground, on the gravel walk and grass close to this Rectory house.

The note resembles the syllables 'chee-chee, chee-chee;* as also, 
according to  Macgillivray, 'chica-chica-chee;* and to Meyer, 'tz it, tzit, 
dea-dee,* as also, 'w itg e e / uttered many times in succession. He thinks
tha t the name Titmouse has perhaps been derived from the note__
a sharp sort of chirp quickly performed, gay and rather rich, though 
somewhat harsh and unmusical. I t  has likewise a variety of chatters 
a  shrill cheep, and a 'twink.* In  the spring, naturally, it  is a t its 
best. I t  may be heard even in the winter, if a mild season.

Mr. Hewitson, on the authority of Montagu, says that considerable
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•'  ̂ pains are taken, by this species in hollowing and scooping out a suitable 
' cavity for its nest, as it works, always downwards, in forming a passage 

to a larger apartment at the end.- Montagu has observed it carrying 
away the chips to some distance in its bill. The nest is described by 
the former as being somewhat more carefully made than that of others 
of the Titmice. I t  is formed, of moss, wool, grass, willow catkins, 
horse-hair, and many other soft materials, and is placed in the hollow 
of a tree, such as is afforded by the head of a pollarded willow, whose 
decapitation has been followed, as a necessary consequence, by decay.
I  have been favoured by F. W. S. Webber, Esq., of St. Michael Penkivel,’ 
Cornwall, with a very pretty specimen of the nest of this bird, formed 
apparently of rabbits fur and fine shreds of bark, intermixed with a 
little wool.

The eggs are from five to seven, or eight, nine, or even twelve in 
number, of a rotund form, white, spotted with light red, and most so 
at the thicker end, the other being free from them : they are hatched 
in about thirteen days. The young do not fly until the end of July, 
and even nests and eggs have then been found, but it is possible that 
these may have been second broods.

Male ; weight, a little under three drachms ; length, four inches and 
a half; bill, black; iris, dark brown; head, on the sides, greyish white, 
on the crown, black slightly tinged with brown; neck, the. same, behind, 
greyish white on the sides, and greyish black in front, the feathers 
tipped with greyish white; chin, blackish brown; throat, greyish black; 
breast, brownish white, with a tinge of yellow; back, greyish brown 
tinged with green. Greater and lesser wing coverts, greyish brown with 
a tinge of green; primaries, dark brownish grey, margined with yellowish 
grey; the first is half the length of the second, which is about the same 
length as the ninth, the fourth the longest, the fifth and sixth almost as 
long, and nearly equal, the third equal to the seventh. Secondaries, 
the same, but margined with yellowish brown; tertiaries, the same; 
larger and lesser under wing coverts, brownish white; tail, dark 
brownish grey, margined with yellowish grey, the outer feathers having 
the outer webs paler; it is nearly even at the end; underneath, it is 
brownish w hite; upper tail coverts, greyish brown tinged with green; 
legs, toes, and claws, bluish black.

The female only differs from the male in being more dull in colour, 
especially in the black parts, which are more tinged with brown.

The young, when fully fledged, differ from the adult only in having 
the tints more dull. Bill, black; iris, dusky brown; head, blackish 
brown, dull pale ̂ yellowish grey on the sides; throat, blackish brown, 
the feathers tipped with yellowish grey; breast, dull pale yellowish
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g rey ; back, light greyish brown, slightly tinged with gr$en. Primaries, 
secondaries, and tertiaries, dnsky ; tail, dusky; toes, light b lue ; claws, 
dusky greyish bine.

“ With wooing birds the woods are rife.”
C a r o l i n e  N o r t o n .

LONG-TAILED TITMOUSE. V* |M

Y BENLOYN GYNFFONHIR, IN ANCIENT BRITISH.
• 0 ;

LONG-TAILED TIT. MUM RUFFIN. BOTTLE TIT. LONG TOM.
LONG-TAILED PIE. BOTTLE TOM. POKE PUDDING. LONG POD. HUCK-MUCK. 

LONG-TAILED MAG. MUFFLIN. LONG-TAILED M U SFLIN . a •>

Pams caudatus, Pennant. Montagu. Pams longicaudatus, Brisson .
Meetstura vagans, L each .

Parus—A contraction of Parvus—Little? Caudatus—Tailed. Cauda—A tail.

4 T T Q W  pleasant it i s /  says Macgillivray, 'to  gaze upon these littte 
J —L  creatures, streaming along the tops of the tall trees by the 

margin of the brook, ever in motion, searching the twigs with care, 
and cheeping their shrill notes as they scamper away, one after ano ther/
This is from the life. Thus have I  often seen them jerk ing off from 
tree to tree, or branch to branch, and pleasant they are to behold.
Mr. Hewitson also well observes, ' I  have never met with the Long- 
tailed Titmouse so common, or seen them  so often, as to destroy the , 
novelty and interest which their appearance never fails to excite, as 
they come flitting across my path in rapid succession/

The Long-tailed Titmouse inhabits the whole of the continent of 
Europe, as a permanent, but moveable resident, from Russia to Holland 
and Italy. In  Asia, it  belongs to Siberia, and M. Temminck records 
it as a  native of Japan : and Latham of the W est Indies.

. A , . o ^
This species is a common one in this country, frequenting plantations, 

woods, thickets, shrubberies, and tall hedges. I t  is to  be m et with 
throughout England and Wales, as also in Ireland, bu t not very 
numerously there, and in Scotland in abundance, except in the northern 
parts. I t  remains with us the whole year.
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The habits qf this little bird resemble those of the rest of the family, 
of which it is the miniature, but it is, if possible, still more active, 
from the very first peep of day till the sun has again gone down, being 
incessantly occupied in quest of food. The young consort with their 
parents during the first autumn and winter, and early spring, and when 
roosting at night, huddle up all close together, as if one mass of feathers 
probably for the sake of warmth. In  April, the different members of the 
family separate, to become in their turns the founders of other branches. 
While engaged in nidification, they attack with the utmost fearlessness 
any birds that approach their nest, even if three or four times larger than 
themselves. They do not appear to be very tameable, though they shew 
but comparatively little fear of man in their wild state. On the 1st 
of January, 1837, the weather being intensely cold, a small flock was 
observed in one of the streets of Halifax, Yorkshire.

In  flying, as they do from tree to tree, in an irregular string, these 
little birds have a singular apipearance; they seem also so light, and, 
as i^were, overburdened by the length of their tails, that but a moderate 
gust might be thought to be too much for them. ‘ Constantly in motion/ 
say& Meyer, ‘from tree to tree, and flying in a straight line with much 
rapidity, they remind the spectator of the pictured representation of a 
flight of arrows/ ‘Away/ says Mr. Knapp, ‘they all scuttle to be first, 
stop for a second, and then are away again, observing the same order 
and precipitation the whole day long/

Their food consists entirely, or almost entirely, of insects and their 
larvae: seeds have been found in them, but so very few, that possibly 
they may, I  think, have been swallowed accidentally with their other 
food.

That which Shakespeare truly describes as so pleasing in a woman, a 
‘small voice/ goes to the heart of the naturalist when uttered by the 
tiny bird before us. I t  is the very embodiment of gentleness, weak­
ness, and .tenderness. I  have but lately been listening to it, in the 
woods of Swinhope, in company with the Rev. R. P. Alington, my 
friend of the ‘joyous days of o ld / in whom, as in myself, the love 
of Nature was inborn, inbred, and inwrought, so as that no time nor 
circumstances can eradicate it. I t  has, however, a second note—a louder 
twitter, and a third chirp, still hoarser. This is heard in the spring. 
Mgcgillivray describes it by ‘twit, tw it/ and ‘churr, chu rr/ and Meyer 
by ‘te, t e /  and ‘tse-re-re / others by ‘zit, z i t /  In  the same season it 
even attains to somewhat of a low and pleasing, though short, song.

Nidification commences early in March.
The nest of fee Long-tailed Titmouse, the situation of which is 

repaired to frequently from year to year, is beautiful, and I  may say
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wonderful. I t  is a hollow ball, generally nearly oval,,w ith only one 
orifice; some have said two, to account for the location of the tail, 
which is said to  project through one of them ; and Mr. Hewitson des­
cribes one that he saw which had two openings, leaving the top of the 
nest like the handle of a basket, but such must be exceptional or* 
accidental cases. A French writer has explained that one orifice is 
intended for a front and the other for a back door! Mudie writes as 
follows:—'They, in the case of two apertures, sit with the head of the 
male out a t the one, and the tail of the female out a t the other, so 
that both the apertures are partially closed, and the male is ready to 
start out as soon as there is light enough for h u n tin g / 'th e  male 
going out first in the morning, and the female last a t n ig h t! * (Bewick 
says that the male has his head and the female her tail out of the one 
hole.) There being, however naturally, bu t one orifice, through which 
they 'have their exits and their entrances,'  will perhaps be a sufficient 
answer to both these theories. How the birds manage, is another 
question, but certain it  is that it is so. The nest ft so admif&bly 
adapted, by the lichens or moss it  is elegantly covered with, to the . 
appearance of the tree it is built on, as to make it oftentimes very 
difficult to be detected. I t  is generally placed between the branches 
of a tree, unlike those of the other Titmice, and frequently not far t 
from the ground, or firmly fixed in a bush; is composed of moss, small 
fragments of bark and wool, compacted with gossamer-like fibres, the 
cocoons of spiders' eggs, and the chrysalides of moths, and plentifully 
lined with feathers, so much so, as in some parts of the country to 
have acquired for it the 'sob rique t' of 'feather-poke;' one, on their 
being counted, was found to contain two thousand three hundred and 
seventy-nine. I t  is, as may be supposed, waterproof and very warm.

I t  is from five to seven inches long, by three or four wide, and 
the aperture about an inch and a half in diameter, and the same dis­
tance from the upper end. The elasticity of the materials of the nest 
tend to keep it rather closed. One has been seen in which a feather 
of the lining acted as a valve or door, bu t I  th ink tha t this was 
probably accidental. The fabrication of the nest occupies from a fort­
night to three weeks; and the credit of the handiwork belongs to both 
the male and female, she not being, as has been asserted, the sole 
architect. They both, as it  were, knead it during its formation, w^th 
their breasts and the shoulders of their wings, aided by every variety 
of posture of the body.

A writer in the Penny Cyclopaedia observes, 'w e have seen in a 
nursery garden in Middlesex, a whole family of them within a few 
yards of the nurserym an's cottage, and close to his greenhouse, which

(i
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visitors were constantly entering; and we have found its exquisitely- 
wrought nest in a silver fir about eight feet high in a pleasure
ground, in the same county, little more than a hundred yards from 
the hcmse. 9

The eggs are from ten to twelve in number, occasionally, but very 
rarely, as many as sixteen. In  reference to these cases, Mr. H. Horsfall 
of Calverley House, near Bradford, Yorkshire, writes as follows in the 
‘Zoologist/ page 2567:—‘I  suspect where the greater number is found, 
there will be more than one pair of birds attached to the same nest!
I  have known several instances where a considerable number of birds 
have had one nest in common: in one instance there were nine/ They 
are sometimes entirely white, or with the spots almost obsolete, but 
are generally spotted a little with pale red. They are, as may be 

• imagined, very small, being not much bigger than a large pea, some- 
times even smaller.

The whole plumage of these birds is soft and downy, and, being 
pufSed. out, giTOs them a larger appearance, small as that is, than their 

j^ a l size; and the neck appears, as it were, covered by a cape from 
th^head . In  summer, the white is purer and the wings more brown.
Male; weight, about two drachms; length, about five inches and a half; 
bill, glossy jet black, and nearly hid by the bristly feathers, white with 
brown tips, which surround its base. Iris, hazel; over the eye is a 
narrow black stripe, said to disappear in old birds; the eyelids, pink; 
head, on the sides, forehead, and crown, neck, on the under part, and 

*nape, greyish white; throat, greyish white; breast, greyish white, tinged 
on the sides with rusty roseate, shaded with purple or vinous. Back 
dull roseate; on the upper central part of it is a triangular patch of 
black, a continuation of the junction of the black stripe over the eyes.

The wings are less in length than the tail by two inches and a 
quarter. Greater wing coverts, brownish black; lesser wing coverts, 
brownish black, tipped with white; primaries, brownish black; the first 
feather is very short, the second longer, the third still longer, the fourth 
a little longer, the fifth the longest in the wing, the ninth about the 
same as the second; underneath, they are grey with silvery edges, 
secondaries, the same, broadly edged with white; tertiaries, the same, 
edged with white; larger and lesser under wing coverts, white. The 
tail, which is full three inches long, and resembles that of the Magpie, 
has the three middle pair of feathers very long and black, the next 
three pair half an inch shorter each than the other, black, on all the 
inner webs, except the end, which is white on the outer web; on the 
third feather the Vhite extends only half way down. Upper tail coverts,
black, running into the red of the back; under tail coverts, greyish

• <
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white tinged witln roseate, or rusty re d ; logs, toes, and cla#ws, dull black.
The female resembles the male in plumage, but the black streak over 

the eye is wider.
The young, which are fledged about the end of June, attain the com­

plete plumage in November; until then the bill is pale dull reddish yellow, 
which gradually darkens; iris, lighter than in the old bird. The head, 
on the sides, becomes mottled with a streak of dusky brown on each 
feather; crown, white, with a longitudinal patch ; neck, on the sides with 
a streak of dusky brown on each feather, in front greyish white, with 
small light brown spots, and behind as in the adult. Breast, white, 
afterwards reddish w hite; back, brownish black turning into red, but 
the colour less pure than in the adult bird, and more brown, at first 
nearly entirely so. W ings, as in the adult; secondaries, white on the 
outer edges. The tail has the outer webs of the three side feathers, 
and part of the inner webs of the two outer, white; in the second 
plumage, it becomes the same as in the adult b ird ; under tail coverts, 
brownish red. Legs and toes, dull reddish yellow, getting  gradually 
darker.

Sir William Jardine describes one which had the crown and *6he 
under parts white, but all the rest of the plumage black, tinged .only 
on the scapulars with rose red; Montagu, others, as black on the whole 
of the upper part of 4the neck, and with an obscure dusky band across 
the breast; and Bewick one, in which the black band through the 
eyes, was wholly wanting, the back of the neck black, and the sides 
reddish brown, mixed with white. A  variety has been known with 0 
the wings white, tail grey, head and breast light cream-coloured, and 
the back grey with slight chesnut markings.

“ We had not heard the little bird,
Who sitting on a spray,

Still sings, and sings of pleasant things 
Which happen day by day.”

Annette F. 0. Knight.

• • H ... o
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BEARDED TITMOUSE.

Y CIGYDD BACH. Y BARFOG, IN ANCIENT BRITISH.

BEARDED TIT. LEAST BUTCHER BIRD. PINNOCK. BEARDED PINNOCK.
REED PHEASANT.

9)

Parus barbatus, B r is s o n . Parus biarmicus, L in n ^ u s . G m e l in . Calamophilm
biarmicus, J e n y n s . G o u l d .

$>
Parus—A  contraction of Parvus—Little ? Barbatus—Bearded. Barba—A 

beard.
€>

has long been my opinion that this bird partakes somewhat of 
J -T h e  characteristics of the Shrikes, as well as of the Titmice. In 
confirmation of this view, I  would refer to Bewick's figure, which is,
I  think, strikingly corroborative of it, as also to the name of Least 
Butcher Bird, given to it so long ago as the time of Edwards, and 
that of 'laniellus,' by some modern writer.

The Bearded Titmouse is a native of Europe, being abundant in 
* Holland, and also met with in France and Italy. I t  is likewise found 
in Asia, on the borders of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea, and 
doubtless in numberless other parts.

In  Yorkshire, a bird of this species was observed at Kirkleatham, 
in Cleveland, in 1841 or 1842. I t  has also visited the cpreserve' of 
Walton Hall, a preserve worthy of the name, where a gun is never 
fired, but every feathered visitant is welcomed to security. The only 
other account apparently of its occurrence, is on the authority of Mr.
W. Eddison, who, in a communication to Mr. A Ilia, speaks of it as 
not very uncommon near Huddersfield, and says that he has seen 
three or four living specimens. In  some of the southern counties of . 
England it is to be met with: the foUowing localities have, at least 
hitherto, been frequented by it:—Hoveton, Hickling, and Horsey, in 
Norfolk; Whittlesea, in Cambridgeshire; the Lincolnshire fens^ the 
Suffolk coast; Barking, and between Erith and London, and other 
parts down the river, in Essex; near Cowbit, in Lincolnshire; Win- 
chelsea, in Sussei; the banks of the Thames upwards towards Oxford; 
one near Helston, in Cornwall, in January, 1846; and formerly near
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Gloucester; also in Devonshire, both in the north an# south of the 
county.. In  Surrey, near Godaiming; in Kent, down the river; in 
Hertfordshire, near Tring, and near Hitchin, both in December, 1848, 
and therefore probably the same flock. In  K ent some were seen at 
Herne Bay, January 18th., 1875* In  Scotland it is unknown. In  
Ireland one was taken on the banks of the Shannon.

Marshy situations, as producing the reeds which furnish its food, are 
naturally frequented by this exceedingly elegant species.

In  their attitudes, while feeding, these birds resemble the other Titmice; 
if disturbed, they drop down among the reeds, which they afterwards 
climb up again with nimble dexterity; 'apropos* of which, I  m ust not 
forget to mention that the origin of the name 'Titmouse* has been con­
jectured to be from the mouse-like stealthy creeping of the family around 
the branches of trees. Their flight is in general only ju st sufficiently 
protracted to clear the summit of the reeds, on the tops of which they 
also alight to feed on the seeds. In  the autumn and winter they go in 
small flocks of two or three families. They are easily-tamed.

Their food consists of seeds, principally of the reed, insects p » r  
their larvae, and minute snails.

The note somewhat resembles that of the Blue Titmouse, and has 
also been likened to the syllables 'p ing , ping:* possibly one of its 
names, the Pinnock, may be hence derived. I t  is said to be very 
soft, musical, and clear in its tone. A  contributor to Loudon*s 'M ag­
azine of Natural History* thus described it in giving an account of a 
flock which he had had an opportunity of observing:— 'T hey were just 
topping the reeds in their flight, and u ttering  in full chorus their 
sweetly musical note; it may be compared to the music of very small 
cymbals; is clear and ringing, though soft, and corresponds well with 
the delicacy and beauty of the form and colour of the bird. Several 
flocks were seen during the morning. Their flight was short and low, 
only sufficient to clear the reeds, on the seedy tops of which they 
alight to feed, hanging, like most of their tribe, with the head or back 
downwards. I f  disturbed, they immediately descend by running, or 
rather by dropping. Their movement is rapid along the stalk to the?V. 
bottom, where they creep and flit, perfectly concealed from view by the 
closeness of the covert, and the resembling tin ts of their plumage.*

Nidification commences towards the end of A pril; one nest, however, 
was found in 1846, that spring having been very mild, which m ust 
have been built the latter end of March.

The nest is placed among tufts of grass on the ground, and is formed 
of dry stalks and blossoms of grass, reeds, and sedge; the finer ones 
on the inside, and the coarser on the outside.
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T t® eggs, whicli are from four to six, rarely seven or eight, in number 
are of a white or faint pink colour, irregularly speckled, spotted, and 
streaked with reddish brown, with a tinge of purple.

Male; length, about six inches; bill, clear orange, the upper part the 
ongest; between it and the eye and downwards beyond it, is a iet 

black moustache, ending in a point. The bird seems to have the power 
of puffing out these feathers when excited. Iris, clear orange; forehead 
head, and neck, delicate grey; nape, yellowish brown, tinged with 
orange; chin, throat, and breast, pure white, sometimes tinged with 
grey, verging into yellowish or faint pink below, and on the sides to 
salmon-colour. Back, fawn-colour, as the nape.

The wings reach to within two inches and a quarter of the end of 
# tlle greater wing coverts, fawn-colour; lesser wing coverts, black; 

primaries, dusky greyish brown, with narrow white outer edges; the 
first feather very short, the second and fifth equal, the third longer, 
the fourth the longest. Secondaries, edged with orange brown; tertiaries* 
buff white on t te  inner webs, on the outer, black, broadly edged with 

«L?jk fawn-colour. The tail, which is wedged-shaped, has the four 
middle feathers fawn-colour, the outer one black at the base, and pale 
reddish white at the end; the two next white on the outer webs, and 
pale buff on the inner, whitening towards the tip; the middle pair are 
the longest, the others graduated, each shorter than the other. Upper 
tail coverts, fawn-colour; under tail coverts, jet black; legs, toes, and 
claws, black.

The female is rather less than the male. Between the bill and the 
eye is a dusky spot; the moustache is white, the feathers elongated 
as in the male. Head, on the crown, brown, more or less dark, spotted 
with black on the poll; neck, brownish white on the sides; chin, throat, 
and breast, brownish or yellowish white, paler than in the male. Back, 
dark fawn-colour, streaked on the middle with dusky on the shafts of 
the feathers. The tail is not so long as in the male; under tail coverts, 
as the breast.

In  the young the moustache is marked by a narrow black line^ 
breast, fawn-colour; back, black, which wears off by degrees. Wings, 
patched with black, which gradually wears off; the tertiaries want the 
white inner webs; tail, patched with black, which' gradually becomes 
lesg.

u  Marked ye his movements, how he swayed and bent 
As gracefully as doth a lily bell,
When by the summer zephyr kissed.

A n o n y m o u s .
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PIED FLYCATCHER.

CLOCHDER Y  MYNYDD, IN  ANCIENT B R IT IS H .

COLDFINCH. EPIC U R EA N  W A R BLER .

Muscicapa luctuosa, T e m m i n c k . S e l b y . Muscicapa atricapilla, G m e l i n . 

Muscicapa muscipeta, B e c h s t e i n . Rubetra anglicana, B r i s s o n .

Muscicapa. Musca—A fly. Capio—To catch or take. Luctuosa—
Mourning—mournful.

TH IS species is met with in abundance in the southern countries 
of Europe—France, Germany, Greece, and Italy ; and also bccpKa* 

in the Ferroe Islands, Finland, Spain, Portugal, the Islands or the 
Mediterranean, Russia, Norway, and Sweden in the summer. In  Asia 
it is known in Persia, and Palestine. In  Africa, in Egypt, Morocco, 
Algeria, Gambia^ and the Island of Teneriffe.

W ith us it is very local; and like the majority of ornithologists, I  
have never seen it alive.

In  Yorkshire, the following localities are given as being or having 
been the resort of this b ird :—The lofty oaks in Stainborough woods, 
but only within the park enclosure; Danby, near Middleham, the seat 
of Simon Scrope, Esq., not far from the very beautiful scenery of 
Jerveaulx Abbey, Lord Aylesbury's; Wharncliffe, Lord W harncliffe's; 
Ovenden; Studley Royal, one of Lord de Grey's seats; Copgrove, that 
of Thomas Slingsby Duncombe, Esq., M .P.; Mulgrave Castle, near 
W hitby, the romantic seat of the Marquis of Normanby; Bolton Abbey, 
the Duke of Devonshire's; and the woods of Harewood House, Lord 
Harewood's,—woods which indeed seem alive with birds, at least so 
I  am persuaded will any one say, who comes by them at about three 
o'clock on -a summer morning, as I  have done after a n ight's fishing 
on the W harfe. I  have often heard birds sing in concert before, 0but 
this was such a cMusic M eeting' as I  had till then no conception of. 
A t Dalton, also, the Pied Flycatcher used to breed for several succes­
sive years, but disappeared, probably destroyed by some collector; and 
the same remark applies to Luddenden Dene. I t  has very rarely been 
seen in the East Riding, or near Y ork; a few at Lowthorpe, but all
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only birds of passage; one shot there was given to me. I t  was on 
its migration no doubt. Another was killed at Lowestoft, in Norfolk, 
several others near Lynn, and nineteen in various places near Norwich 
where a few occur every season, the beginning of May 1849. Mr.

.Maurice C. H. Bird has found the nest and eggs at Winterton. A 
pair also bred at Somerton, in 1878.

A t Battisford, Suffolk, one male bird was shot in May, 1849 the 
'first on record* there. In  Kent, one near Deal, on the 17th. of Sep­
tember, 1850; two, birds of the year, near Yoxall Lodge, Staffordshire 
August 20th., 1827; one near Melbourne, in Derbyshire; in Cornwall 
a  few; one at-Stilly, the* middle of September, 1849. In  Somersetshire 
one at Williton, in April, 1877, one near Taunton in 1871, and one 
previously at Street. In Sussex, three—one at Halnaker, in 1837, 
another at Henfield, in May, 1845, and a third in the same year at 
Mousecombe, near Brighton, in a garden; others near Penrith, in Cum­
berland; some in Dorsetshire; and several in Northumberland, in May,
1822, after a-severe storm from the south-east; also two near Benton.
Many on the beautiful banks of the Eamont and the Lowther, in W est­
moreland, the Eden, Derwentwater, where they build, and TJllswater, 
also near Wearmouth, in Durham; one near Uxbridge, in Buckingham­
shire; also near London: a pair built near Peckham, in 1812. R. W. 
Hawkins, of Rugeley, Staffordshire, informs me that it has been known 
once to breed at Loughton, in Leicestershire; rarely in Devonshire, one 
at Mount Edgecombe, and one at Plymouth; one in the Isle of W ight; 
also in Lancashire, Derbyshire, and Worcestershire. In  Scotland, one, 
a male, was shot near Brucklay Castle, Aberdeenshire, in May, 1849.
I t  has also occurred in Caithness, and Berwickshire; another at Bail, 
near Dunbar, of which F. M. Balfour, Esq., of Whittinghame, has in­
formed me. In  Ireland, none have been observed. I t  will be perceived 
that a large proportion of the above specimens occurred in the month 
of May, 1849. In  North Wales it has had breeding places.

I t  seems to be concluded that it is only a summer visitant to us, 
and not a resident throughout the year. I t  is very late in its arrival, 
in April, departing again in September. The males precede the females 
by a few days.

In  many of its habits the Pied Flycatcher seems to resemble the 
Redstart, and it is a curious circumstance that Rennie discovered a 

g hen bird of this species dead in one of their nests, and upon another 
occasion a Redstart's nest having been taken, the female bird took 
forcible possession of that of a Pied Flycatcher, which was near it, 
hatched the eggs, and brought up the young. Both species contend 
sometimes for the same hole to build in. A curious anecdote is related

)
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in the 'Annals and Magazine of Natural H isto ry / for March, 1845, by 
John Blackwall, Esq., of Hendre House, Denbighshire, of a pair of 
Pied Flycatchers which built close to the portico over the hall door, 
and having been debarred entrance to the hole in which their nest 
was by a swarm of bees, the latter completed the wrong by stinging, 
their young ones to death. This tragedy occurred on the 18th. of 
June, 1843. On the parent birds returning in the April of the fol­
lowing year to the same place, they were again assailed by the bees, 
on which they entirely forsook the spot, and built in a hole in a
neighbouring stone wall.

Their food consists of insects, which they capture in the air, and 
also, it is said, from off the leaves of the trees they frequent.

The note is described as pleasing, and is said to resemble that of 
the Redstart, and to be occasionally uttered on the wing. The bird 
has also a clamorous voice of alarm, resembling the word ‘chuck.’

Nidification takes place in May, and the young are hatched the 
beginning of June.

The nest, which is composed of moss, grass, straws, chips of bark, ^  
leaves, and hair, is built sometimes h igh up in trees, bu t often only 
a few feet from the ground, in a hole of a tree, or of a wall, or bridge, as 
also, occasionally, on a branch or stump of a tree; if in a hole, and 
it be too large, the bird is said to narrow the entrance with mud. 
This species seems to have a predilection for the neighbourhood of water, 
probably on account of the greater num ber of insects to be there met 
with. The same situation appears to be resorted to in successive years, 
in one instance for four, as was known.

The eggs, from four or five to seven or eight in number, are small, 
oval, and bluish green, or sometimes nearly white, b u t they vary con­
siderably in size and shape. A set observed in one nest by Mr. T. 
C. Heysham, of Carlisle, were disposed as follows:—‘ One lay at the  
bottom, and the remainder were all regularly placed perpendicularly 
round the side of the nest, with the smaller ends resting upon it, the 
effect of which was exceedingly beautiful/ . The young are hatched in 
about a fortnight: both birds by turns sit on the eggs.

These birds are said, by Meyer, to moult twice in the year, which 
causes some difference in the colours of their plumage. Male; weight, 
a little over three drachms; length, about five inches; bill, b lack ; 
iris, dark brown. Head, on the sides, dark brown, spotted with white'; 
crown, black; forehead, white, the connection of two white spots; neck 
and nape, brownish or greyish black; chin, throat, and breast, white, 
tinged with yellowish brown at the sides. Back, black, blackish grey 
in winter.
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I  The wings expand to the width of seven inches and a half, or more 
and reach to one-third of the length 9f  the tail. Greater wing coverts' 
brownish black, edged with white, in some tipped with white on one 
web; lesser wing coverts, dark grey. Primaries and secondaries, brownish 
black, white at the base of the feathers. The first feather less than half 
the length of the second, which itself is eqnal to the fifth, the fourth 
longer than the second, the third the longest; tertiaries, white, in some * 
at the base, m others on the outer webs, in many on the whole of 
three feathers, but only on part of the first; tips black. Tail black 
with the exception of the basal half of the outer half of the outer 
eather, but it is said to* be totally black in age; in younger birds the 

whole of the inner web also of the outer and of the next feather is 
white, as is part of the outer web of the third. Tail coverts, greyish 

• black;, under tail coverts, white; legs, toes, and claws, black.
I  F f nalie; forellead’ dul1 white; in some, dependent on age, black like 
the head; crown, neck, and nape, dark brown; chin, throat, and breast 
dull white, tmgfed on the upper part with dusky yellow. Back, blackish 

•  grey; greater wing coverts, dark brown, edged with dull white; lesser 
wing coverts, dark brown; primaries, brownish black; tertiaries dark
brown, edged with dull white. Tad, dull black; legs, toes, and claws, 
black.

The young are at first much mottled over with dull white spots on the 
back, and with brown on the breast; when a year old the bill is black, 
brown at tbe base> a dusky streak descends from it along the sides of the 
neck; iris, brown; forehead, with less white, and more dull; head, crown, 
neck, and nape, grey, tinged with brown; chin and throat, white or 
yellowish white; breast, the same, tinged with grey or brown on the 
sides; back, dark brown. Greater wing coverts, greyish brown, tipped 
with yellowish white; lesser wing coverts, grey, tinged with brown; 
primaries, brownish black; the fourth and next ones have a white spot 
at the base of the outer web; the two nearest the body margined with 
white; secondaries, brownish black; tertiaries, brownish black, three of 
them slightly margined with white, and a white spot at the base. Tail, 
brownish black, the three outer feathers edged with white; tail coverts,
darlg g rey ; under tail coverts, white; legs, toes, and claws, dark slate- 
colour.

“ And yet, if I were sad or care-oppressed,
My little bird! or thou hadst flown away,
Methinks I  should not seek my spirit’s rest 
Pere, as I do to-day.”

* An n e t t h  f . c . K n i g h t .
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RED-BREASTED FLYCATCHER.

•  Muscicapa parva, M e t e r . T e m m i n c k . S c h i n z . S c h l e g e l . /  ^
Erythrostema parva, B u o n a p a r t e .

Muscicapa. Musca— k  fly. Capio— To catch or take. Parva— Small, little.

rflHIS species breeds in South-Eastern Europe, in Russia as far to the ; .JL north as the Baltic provinces, and Germany and Austria and the 
Caucasus; in Asia, also, in the Baikal district. To all of these countries 
it is a summer visitor, arriving about the end of April or early in  May, 
and leaving again in August or September, when it passes through 
Turkey, Greece, Asia Minor, and Turkestan, and winters ip Nubia, Persia, 
Northern India, and Southern China. As a casual visitor it  has occurred f  
off the coast of Sweden, also in Denmark, France, Spain, Italy,' e tc .; also 
in Algeria as a casual winter visitor.

There seems no reason why this bird should not be a regular visitor 
to us, if it were not that it  is almost sure to be shot as soon as noticed 
on its arrival, for it has occurred in several instances.

The first on record, a female, was killed on the 24th. of January, or 
7th. of February, 1863 ? by Mr. Horace Copeland, son of Mr. G. A. 0 
Copeland, of Carwythenack House, Constantine, near Falmouth, in 
Cornwall. He had noticed it for some days previously, and observed 
another also in the neighbourhood. A third, a male, was shot at Scilly, 
in October of the same year, a fourth on or about the 5th. of November, 
1865, near Tresco Abbey, in the same county, the residence of A. Smith,
Esq. Further, one at Berwick-on-Tweed, October 5th., 1883. In  Ireland, 
one off the coast of Arklow, October 23rd., 1887.

I t  m igrates at the usual spring and autumnal seasons.
Its  ways are the same as those of the other Flycatchers, and it  has a 

habit of frequently lowering the tail slowly, and then spreading it out 
and raising it suddenly above the wings. They assemble in flocks in 
the summer and autumn.

■Its food consists of flies and other insects, which it captures on the 
wing.

The note is described as being somewhat louder than that of the 
common species, bu t without any variety from the * prelude3 to the 
‘ finale ?—nothing but e c h a t/ in fact a mere e chit-chat/

The nest is small and neat, rather deep, and lined with vmoss, wool,
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and hair I t  is placed on the branch of a tree, or supported by or 
against the trunk. J

' W p l l  *re from, fiv® to six 4  nUmh6T> Zre? white> ^oselymottled with fine streaks of pale rust-colour.
The bill has some very long bristles about the base: iris lare-e and 

full, and surrounded by a rim of buff; head on the crown, rnfset or 
rufous ash-colour; the sides and neck on the sides, ash-colour. Chin 
bright orange rufous, tawny in the autumn; throat, also bright orange 
rufous, tawny afterwards; breast, bright orange rufous, with some grey 
on the sides, and becoming tawny in the autumn, darkest on the sides- 
greater and lesser wing feoverts, reddish ash-colour; primaries, brownish 
ash-colonr; secondaries, edged on the outside of the feathers and the 
tips with a greyish tint. The tail has the four middle feathers blackish, 

• the others are reddish ash-colour; it has an elongated white patch on 
the outer feather on each side, the tips blackish; underneath, it is 
silvery white; under tail coverts, silvery white.

The female resembles the male, but her colours are paler and not 
« so bright. The wing coverts and tertiaries are buff in winter.

The young bird, that is to say the young male, appears to have the 
head on the crown grey, inclining to russet, and the sides tinged with 
red; neck on the back and nape, grey, inclining to russet; on the sides 
tinged with light red; breast, also whitish ash-colour, with a tinge of 
light red, whiter on the lower part; back, grey, inclining to russet; 
greater wing coverts, edged with rufous. Tail, on the under side verv 
white.

In  their first feather they are much spotted.

“ ---------  and on the spray
The Fly-bird flutters up and down,
To catch its tiny prey.”

H o o d .
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SPOTTED FLYCATCHER.

Y  GW YBEDOG, IN  AN CIEN T B R IT IS H .

BEAM BIR D . R A FT ER . CO B-W EB BIR D . BEE B IR D . C H ER R Y CH O PPER. |  

POST B IR D . W ALL B IR D . C H ERRY SU C K ER . CHANOHIDER.

Mtiscicapa grisola, M o n t a g u . P e n n a n t .

Afuscicapa. Musca—k  fly. Capio—To catch or take. Grisola— .............. ?

T H IS  bird is common throughout Europe, so far north as Norway, 
Kussia, and Sweden; as also in Africa, along the whole of the 

western Coast from the north to the south. In  Asia too, Persia,
Palestine, and Arabia. I t  is well known in England and Wales, 
Ireland, but sparingly and locally, in Cork, Kilkenny, Tipperary, Clare, 
Dublin and other parts, and Scotland; but least so in the extreme 
north. I t  frequents walled and other gardens, orchards, lawns, shrub­
beries, and pleasure grounds.

The Spotted Flycatcher is, with us, a summer visitant, but unusually 
late in its arrival, which varies in different localities and seasons from 
the 7th. to the 20th. of May, and it departs similarly about the end 
of September, and even as late as the middle of October: the same 
pair return to their haunt year after year.

This familiar bird is very noticeable for a solitariness and depression 
of appearance, as well as for its habit of perching on the point of a 
branch, the top of a stake, a rail, or a projection of or a hole in a 
wall, from whence it can ‘ comprehend all vagroms* in the shape of 
winged insects that come within its ken. You seem to think that it 
is listless, but on a sudden it darts off from its stance, sometimes 
led a little way in chase in an irregular manner like a butterfly; a 
snap of the bill tells you that it  has unerringly captured a fly, and 
it is back to its perch, which it generally, bu t not invariably, returns 
to after these short sorties. I t  has a habit of flirting its wings aside 
and upwards a little, while perched, every now and then. Although 
so quiet a little thing, it will sometimes daringly attack any wanderer 
who seems likely to molest its 'sacred bow er/ signifying first its alarm 
by a snapping of the bill. I t  is, like many other harmless birds, under 
the ban of the ignorant, and though its whole time is taken up in
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destroying insects tli&t injure fruit, which it scarcely ever touches itself, 
it is accused of being a depredator, and too often suffers accordingly!

.. I t  must, however, on the other hand, be admitted that some very 
trifling damage may be done by its destruction of bees, from which it 
has been given .one of its trivial names. White, of Selborne, says 
that the female, while sitting, is fed by the male as late as nine 
o'clock at night, and I  have verified the observation myself on more 
than one occasion.

The following curious circumstance has been recorded of some young 
Flycatchers, which had been taken from a nest, and placed in a large 
cage, with some other bifrds of different species, among which was a

• Robin. The young birds were fed regularly by one of their parents 
—the female, while her mate, who accompanied her constantly in her

• flight, used to wait for her, outside the window, either upon the roof 
of the house, or on a neighbouring tree. Sometimes the little birds 
were on the top perch in the cage, and not always near enough to the 
wires to be within reach of the parent, when she appeared with food-

* but the Robin, who had been for some time an inhabitant of the cage, 
where he lived in perfect harmony with all his associates, and had 
from the first taken great interest in the little Flycatchers, now per­
ceiving that the nestlings could not reach the offered food, but sat 
with their wings fluttering, and their mouths open, anxious to obtain 
it, flew to the wires, received the insects from the mother bird, and 
put them into the open mouths of the nestlings. This was repeated 
fevery succeeding day, as often as his services were required.

Its food consists almost exclusively of insects, which after capturing 
in the manner already described, it generally holds for a short time 
in its bill before devouring; any large ones are frequently taken to the 
ground to be eaten. Occasionally a few cherries are consumed, but 
so seldom, that it is almost the most that can be said, that it makes 
'two bites' of them. In  feeding its young, two or three insects are 
frequently brought at a time. I  have observed them continue to feed 
them as I  above said, until after nine o'clock at night, about which 
time, even in the longest days, it becomes too dark for them to con­
tinue their fly-catching any longer.

The note is a weak chirp. There is something in it which attracts 
the attention. Later on in the season, when they are engaged in feeding 
their young, it resembles the syllables 'pse, chip, chip.' On one occasion 
I  have heard a low and short warble from the male bird. He had 
flown to the nest, and the hen being at the time off the eggs, he 
seemed to think her neglectful, and apparently called her up, and on 
her immediately flying up to it and taking her proper place, he uttered 

v o l . I .  0 2  i
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the pleasing and sweet note of seeming satisfaction that I  am speaking 
of, and then flew to a neighbouring laburnum tree, a frequent resting- 
place. I  heard a short song subsequently in the dusk of the evening 
from a bird which I  feel quite sure owned the name of the present 
species, though I  did not see it. .

Nidification commences immediately after the arrival of the birds; 
they almost seem to have paired before their migration, or if not, at 
all. events they do so at once when here. A most remarkable cir-. 
cumstance, as to a pair, or one of a pair of these birds, was observed 
by Mr. Charles Ferguson, of Colley House,* Gatehouse of Fleet, K irk ­
cudbrightshire, in June, 1886. On a shelf foul* feet long by four inches 
wide, they built no fewer than nine nests, all perfectly formed, and 
at regular intervals, and half of a tenth, on three feet of the whole 
length, then on the 6th. of June, one egg was laid in nest No. 5, 
on the 7th. one in No. 6, on the 8th. one in No. 1, and on the 
10th. another in No. 1, namely, five in all. Mr. Ferguson then moved 
the two outlying eggs to be with the other three, 'vnd she hatched 
and brought off the whole five. There was a long account of it all 
in the fInverness Courier* of March 4th., 1887.

The nest, which is built at the beginning of June, is composed of 
various materials, such as small twigs, catkins, and moss, lined with 
feathers, hair, down, and cobwebs. The same situation is resorted to 
year after year, and scarce any attem pt is made a t concealment. A  pair, 
which built in the trellis-work close to the drawing-room window of a 
house I  once resided in, not being disturbed, returned there three suc-  ̂
cessive summers, and I  hope that they, or their descendants, do so still. 
Another pair have now for three seasons built in the same way in the 
trellis-work over the drawing-room window of Nafferton Vicarage, in 
which this account of it was written. Another since, in a thorn tree i n . 
the garden of Nunbumholme Rectory, in a most clever situation, in 
the hollow of the branches first diverging from the trunk. Although 
quite open, and only four feet and a half from the ground, and though 
I  had seen the bird fly to the spot in a way which made me think 
she had a nest there, and though I  searched for it a t once, I  could 
not a t first find the nest, bu t one of my children discovered it after­
wards. A favourite resort is such a place, or a tree trained against 
a wall, on account of the support afforded by it. A pair made their 
nest on the hinge of an out-house door in a village, which people 
were continually passing and repassing; another couple placed theirs 
in a tree, immediately over an entrance door, which, whenever it was 
opened, caused them to fly off; another pair on the angles of a lamp- 
post in Leeds; and another on the ornamental crown of one in London.
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Another pair ̂ placed theirs on the end of a garden rake; another in 
a cage hung up in a tree, the door having been left open; and another 
m a stove, which seemed to be made 'too hot to hold them" when the 
thermometer in the hothouse rose above 72°, for the bird used then 
to quit the eggs, and only returned to them again when it fell below 
that point, disliking, it would seem, the ' Patent Incubator.’ Trees 
are also built in, ledges of rocks, holes in walls, the exposed roots of 
trees over a bank, the side of a faggotstack, or a beam in an out­
building, whence, no doubt, one of its provincial names—the "Beam 
B ird/ and also, indeed, probably another, namely, 'R after/ and possibly 
also 'Cobweb Bird." Mt. Clive L. Phillips has informed me of the 
curious fact of a nest of a pair of these birds from which two eggs 
had been taken by some one, having then had an egg laid in it by a 

v/ Chaffinch, and two more by the birds themselves, after repairing the 
nest, both the species being then seen about the spot.

Two broods are not uncommonly reared in the year; the first being 
hatched early iit June; but the second may be only the consequence,

« l®ast in some cases, of the first one having been destroyed: a third 
even has been known.

The eggs, four or five in number, are greyish, bluish, or greenish 
white, spotted with pale orange-coloured brown; in some the broad end 
is blotted with grey red; some are of a cream hue blotted and speckled 
with rust-colour, or mottled nearly all over, with many fine pale streaks 

, of the latter. After the young have quitted the nest they are very 
•sedulously attended by their parents.

The garb of this bird is singularly plain, sober, and unpretending. 
Male; length, about five inches and a half, or a little over; bill, dusky, 
broad, flattened, and wide at the base—a ridge runs along the upper 
part; the under one is yellowish 'at the, base; iris, dark brown; a few 
bristles surround the base of the bill. Head, brown; crown, spotted 
with darker brown; neck, on the sides, streaked with brown; nape, 
light brown; chin, dull white; throat, dull white, streaked with brown; 
breast, dull white, tinged on the sides with yellowish brown; back, 
light brown, with the faintest tinge of very light rust colour, noticeable 
in flight, showing a distant cousinship to the Redstart. Greater and 
lesser wing coverts, light brown; primaries, darker brown, sometimes 
ed^ed with buff brown; the first feather is very short, the second and 
fourth nearly equal, the third the longest; secondaries, as the primaries; 
tertianes, the same, with a narrow margin of light brown. Tail, brown, 
paler at the tip, slightly forked; under tail coverts, dull white; legs, 
toes, and claws, «dusky black.

The female resembles the male in plumage.
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The young have the feathers at first tipped with a yellowish white 
spot, which gives them a general mottled light appearance.

“ If  you scare the Fly-catcher away,
No good luck will with you stay.”

Old Rhyme.

ROLLER. 0 H 9 H
0

Y  RHOLYDD, IN  ANCIENT B R IT IS H .

GARRULOUS R O LLER . GERM AN PARROT.

Cor arias garrula, P e n n a n t . M o n t a g u . Galgulus, B r i s s o n .
° • D ©Garrulus argentoratensis, K a y .

Coracias—The Greek name of. some bird of the Jackdaw kind. Garrula 
—Garrulous.

THE proverb says that ‘fine feathers do not make a fine b ird /  bu t 
what the naturalist says, is more to our present purpose:—‘Look* 

on this p icture/
The gay and garish Roller is a native of the northern parts of Africa, 

from whence it migrates to £ Europe in  the spring, returning in the 
autum n: it also occurs in various other parts of tha t continent. Numbers \ 
are taken a t Malta, while tarrying there as their half-way house, being 
thought good eating. In  Germany it  is frequently found, and in 
Denmark occasionally, the south of Russia, Norway, Sweden, France, 
Spain, Italy, Sicily, and Greece; it  is also a summer visitor to South- 
Eastern and Southern Asia, as far east as Cashmere and the Punjaub.

In  Yorkshire a pair of Rollers were seen in July , 1847, in a 
plantation called ‘Forty-pence/ belonging to John Thomas W harton, 
Esq., of Skelton Castle, near Redcar: one of them, a female, was 
obtained. Another was shot in Fixby Park, near Huddersfield, in 1824; 
one a t Hatfield, near Doncaster, in 1838, (one was mentioned to 
Captain E. H. Turton, of the Third Dragoon Guards, as having been 
killed there a t the latter date;) another, a male, a t Burlington, May 
31st., 1862; another, about the same time, near Halifax; and a sixCh j

>
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near Scarborough, in 1832. One, a female, near the Land’s End in 
Cornwall, on the 8th. of October, 1844; and two or three others in the 
same county, one of them at. Falmouth, October the 4th. 1842 In 
Oxfordshire, one at Balscote, May 28th., 1869. A male was shot on 
the 29th. of May, 1849, near Nutley, on the borders of Ashdown Forest, 
in Sussex; one at Oakington, in Cambridgeshire, in October, 1885*. 
One in Northumberland, near Newcastle; another near North Shields' 
a third in Bromley-hope, near Bywell, in May, 1818, and another, a 
female, was found dead at Howick, June 19th., 1828. Six in Norfolk 
and Suffolk, the latest in 1838, one since at Woodbridge. One was 
seen by Mr. Chaffey, o f  Doddington, Kent, in 1849; and a female in 

V fine plumage was killed in the orchard of Calliper’s Hall, near 
Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire,. on the 20th. of September, 1852, of 
which the Rev. C. A. Johns, of that place, has written me word; 
in Devonshire one at Budleigh Salterton, September, 1841.

In  Ireland, one is related to have been seen at Carton, the seat, 
then, of ‘ Ireland’s only Duke,’ the Duke of Leiuster, in the middle 

<a> of September, 1881, another to have been shot in the county of Sligo, 
aud another somewhere in the south.

In  Scotland, a few individuals have been met with—one on the 
eastern side, one at Dunkeld, in Perthshire, and one kept about Inverary, 
in the spring of 1888, as the Duke of Argyll has informed me. One 
at Strathbeg Loch, between Peterhead and Fraserburgh; and another, a 
female, was shot in the woods of Boyndie, near Banff, .on the 25th. 

/o f September, 1848: a strong gale from the east had prevailed for 
some days previously; and two in the Orkney Islands; one from the 
south of Shetland, sent to Sir William Jardine, Bart., as a curious 
kind of Duck! one in the Island of Sunday, in 1869, and previously 
also, as at Norwick.

The Roller may be tamed if taken young, but not otherwise: they
become, however, familiar with their masters; to others they are
distant, and are in their wild state very restless birds, never long
remaining stationary. They are very shy and wary, and quarrelsome
among themselves, though they live amicably with other birds, except
those of prey: they frequently fall to the ground together in their
contests. Nevertheless they breed in societies, a single pair being
seldom seen alone at that season. These birds are said to have a habit of
di opping through the air, like the Tumbler Pigeon, and that particularly
during the time that the hen is sitting, the male bird thus amuses
himself: perhaps at times his partner also: hence probably the name.

# -^ e  flight of the Roller is quick, with hurried flappings of the wings,
and resembles that of the Pigeon. They hop awkwardly, rather than

* *
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walk, on the ground, and for the most part prefer keeping in trees, 
perching on the outermost and most exposed branches. They frequent 
the lower districts, avoiding those that are mountainous or swampy*

Their food consists of the larger beetles, cockchaffers, grasshoppers, 
and other insects and their larvae. Flies they capture in the air, 
somewhat after the manner of the Flycatchers, but they also take their 
food on the ground, and may be seen, like Rooks, in the ploughed 
fields. They likewise feed on worms, snails, and berries, and when 
these cannot be had, on frogs, it is said, and even carrion. The 
indigestible part of their food is cast up in^ pellets, as with the Hawks 
and Owls. They are reported never to driifk.

The Roller is a noisy and clamorous bird, like the Jay, and its 
voice is described as a mere squall or chatter, resembling that of fhe 
Magpie. Meyer renders it by the words, ‘wrah-wrah, *rakker rakker, 
and rcrea/

The nest, composed of small fibres, straws, feathers, and hair, is 
built in the hollows of trees, bu t also, where trees ai^ scarce, on the 
ground, or in holes of banks. In  the former case, the birch is said # 
to be preferred; whence its German name of the }■■ Birch J a y /  The 
same situation is resorted to again and again, if the birds have not 
been disturbed.

The eggs, of a rotund form, are from four or five to six or seven 
in number, and of a shining white like those of the Bee-eater and 
the Kingfisher. The male and female sit on them  by turns, and they 
are hatched in about three weeks, during which time the la tter is so* 
devoted to her task, that she will frequently allow herself to be captured 
on the nest. The young are fed with insects and caterpillars, and the 
parents exhibit a strong attachm ent towards them.

Male; length, about one foot one inch; bill, yellowish brown at the 
base, black at the tip ; iris, reddish brown; there is a small bare tubercle 
behind each eye; a few bristles surround the base of the bill. Forehead, 
whitish; head, neck, and nape, pale iridescent bluish green; chin, 
greyish white; throat, dark purple; breast, pale bluish green;  ̂back, 
pale reddish brown.

The wings expand to the width of two feet four inches, and extend 
to two-thirds the length of the tail; beneath, they are a splendid blue, 
greater and lesser wing coverts, intense greenish blue. The primaries 
have a bar of pale purple blue a t the base, and are bluish black at 
the tips; the two first have their narrow webs black tinged with green; 
the four next are pale blue to the middle, then gradually darker, 
ending in black; the other quills still darker; the first •feathA* is rather 
longer than the fourth, the second rather longer than the th ird , and

9
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the longest in the wing; secondaries, greenish bliie at the base, with 
a bar of pale*purple blue; beneath rich blue; tertiaries, yellowish 
brown; larger and lesser under wing coverts, greenish. The tail, of 
twelve feathers, has the outermost ones, which are slightly elongated 
in the male bird, pale ultramarine blue, tipped with a spot of blackish 
blue; the two middle ones deep greyish green, tinged with blue at the 
base, the others deep bluish purple green for two-thirds of their length, 
paler on the outer webs, the remainder pale greenish blue, the shafts 
black; underneath, it is rich blue for two-thirds of its length; the end 
greyish blue, with a black spot on each side of the other feathers, 
forming their tips; uppe* tail coverts, dark bluish purple, with a tinge 

. of copper-colour; legs, brown, and feathered below the knee; toes, 
brt>wn; claws, black.

|  The female resembles the male, but when young the breast is paler, 
and more inclining to green; the brown on the back is more grey, and 
the blue not so bright. The tips of the primaries more rusty black, 
edged with dulUvery pale green; the tail feathers of equal length.

% Young; bill, brown, black towards the tip, yellow at the corners; 
iris, greyish brown; head, neck, nape, chin, throat, and breast; dull 
olive brownish grey, the tips of the feathers paler than the re st; back, 
rusty yellowish grey, the feathers edged with pale brown; the upper part 
is the darkest. Wings, below as in the adult, but more dull; greater 
wing coverts, dull bluish green; primaries, edged and tipped with dull 
white; the first has a streak of dull bluish green on the outer side; the/ 

•second, a brown streak at the base, and the last has the base dull bluish 
green; secondaries, dull bluish green at the base, blue black at the 
ends, tipped and edged with dull white; tail, olive greyish brown, with a 
reflection of bluish green on the outer side; underneath, as in the adult, 
but duller; under tail coverts, very pale bluish green; legs, pale yellow.

“  Proud of caerulean gems from Heaven’s unsullied arch purloined.”
G is b o r n e .
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KINGFISHER.

GLAS Y DORLANj IN ANCIENT BRITISH.

COMMON KINGFISHER. COMMON KING8FISHER.

Alcedo ispida, L in n a e u s . Ispida SenegaZensis, B r is s o n .
Gracula A t this, Gm elin . L atham . *

Alcedo— A Kingfisher. Ispida  (or, properly, H ispida,)— Rough, as with wet.

A  GOOD figure of the Kingfisher was stated a few years since to be 
still a ‘ desideratum.5 The accompanying plate, &rom a design by 

my friend, the Rev. R. P . Alington, supplies the want, and leaves 
nothing to be yet desired. I  fearlessly assert i t  to be the best ever 
yet produced.

My * random recollections5 of the Kingfisher are associated with my 
school days—f Halcyon days 5 indeed— when so gay a bird was an especial 
mark for our guns, a prize to figure in the drawing books in which the 
‘ exuviae 5 of our excursions were arranged. The next of the ‘ seven 
stages 5 saw me on the banks of the stream in Berkshire, already alluded ' 
to when speaking of the Merlin, following up a more congenial pursuit 
than the ostensible one of ‘ reading with a private tutor.5 Standing on a 
little wooden bridge, ‘ in utrumque paratus,5 a flying or a sitting shot, the 
often admired Kingfisher glittered up the brook, and, alas ! though the 
first that I  had ever obtained a shot at, fell into the water, and was soon 
floated down to where I  stood. A  fortnight afterwards, a t the very same 
spot, almost literally ‘ stans pede in uno,5 thp same th ing  happened again.
A third, years afterwards, unfortunately flew in front of a boat in which 
I  was rowing my brother, whose gun came but too readily to my hand. 
This specimen I  have now preserved. The question has been raised as to 
whether the Kingfisher is a difficult bird to shoot or n o t : the above is 
the history of my experience on the subject.

The Kingfisher is a native of Europe, Asia, and Africa. I t  inhabits 
the temperate parts of Russia and Siberia^ in Denmark it  is rare 
I t  is found in Germany, France, Holland, Italy, apd Greece. In  the 
other two continents, it is likewise widely dispersed. *In this country 
it is universally, though nowhere numerously diffused. I t  is a splendid
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bird, its indescent colours varying according to the light they are 
. A seen in, from bright turquoise blue to the deepest green in some 

parts of its plumage, and in others the darker shades of copper and 
gold. When dead, however, much of its beauty that it flaunted is 
g°ne |  one writer has imagined that even alive, it has, when perceiving 
that it is observed, the power of dimming the resplendency of its 
plumage, as if conscious how marked an object it otherwise was, and 
I  fancy that some idea of the sort has before now occurred to myself.

In  Yorkshire, this bird is as frequently to be met with as in other 
parts of the country, but, speaking of the neighbourhood of Hudders­
field, Mr. W. Eddison T^rites to Mr. Allis, ‘The destructive plan of 
snaring them or catching them with bird-lime will shortly place them 
in the list of rare birds;' and Mr. Richard Leyland, ‘to the same,' 

♦ says—‘In autumn, an assemblage of them in some of the narrow glens,
or doughs, as they are called about Halifax, takes place; probably 
the river swollen by the autumnal rains renders the acquisition of their 
food difficult, tod  consequently compels them to seek it in shallow 

• water. A bird-stuffer, with whom I  was well acquainted, procured in 
one season more than fifty specimens by placing a net across the bottom 
of a dough, and commencing to beat the bushes from above, which 
drove every bird into it.' I t  is to be wished that he had confined 
himself to the more sportsman-like use of the arrows, for which ‘Clym 
o ' the Clough and William of Cloudeslie' were so famous, when ‘merrie 
it was under the greenwood tree.'

In  Northumberland, near Newcastle-on-Tyne, in December, 1849, 
and January, 1850, great numbers of the Kingfisher appeared, more 
coming into the hands of one game-dealer than he had had during 
the previous sixteen or eighteen years. In  Scotland it is much less 
frequent than with us. A specimen was shot near St. Andrews in 
1834. In  Sutherlandshire it is rare: it occurs in East Lothian.

Rivers, streams, and brooks are the natural resort of this king of 
fishers, but I  have known one to frequent a very small pond in a field, 
about a mile from any running water, so that the former are not its 
exclusive haunts. I t  may be seen perched on some dry bough over­
hanging a stream, from whence it glides off whether on perceiving 
the approach of an enemy or to procure its food, either by darting 

% o1̂  it if passing within reach, or, if otherwise, to seek it elsewhere. 
Not unfrequently the sea-shore is resorted to for the supply of its 
wants, and this especially in the winter, not. so much, as I  imagine, 
from its fluviatile resorts being frozen up, as probably from the fish 
paving retired a t that season into deeper water, and the insects being 
in  the chrysalis state.
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In  the ' North Derbyshire Chronicle/ of February, 1838, it is related 
—fOn Saturday last, a Kingfisher, handsomely feathered, was discovered 
with its claws frozen to the bough of a tree, on the canal side near 
this town. I t  was quite dead; and attached to each claw was a piece 
of ice/

I t  appears to be somewhat, locally, migratory at different seasons of 
the year, making its appearance in some parts of the southern coasts 
in considerable numbers early in October.

I t  would seem that the Kingfisher may be kept in confinement if | 
brought up from the nest, and if a sufficient supply of its proper 
food can at all times be procured for it; indeed it has been so even 
when taken adult. I t  is a solitary bird, seen, almost invariably, either 
in pairs or singly. I t  is also described as being of a pugnacious 
disposition, so that as it takes two parties to make a quarrel, the •
peace is preserved by its habit of isolation. One of these birds has 
been known to alight on the fishing-rod of a 'b ro ther of the ang le /
One I  have said, but 'since the above was w ritten / as the saying is,
I  have heard from an old University friend, the Rev. Robert Blackburn, > 
Scholar of Baliol College, and now Vicar of Selham, that one thus 
alighted, and with a minnow in its bill, on the fishing-rod of his son.
I  can relate a still more curious circumstance of one which perched 
on the sill of a window at Nunburnholme Rectory, a t which my 
daughter was sitting, reading a chapter in the Bible, the morning of 
the day before her marriage. The height was no less than thirteen feet 
from the ground. I t  was a good omen of the 'H alcyon d ay s/ which, * 
thank God, followed all along after. I  never before knew one fly, much 
less alight, at so great a height from the ground, and especially in so 
unlikely a place, about a hundred yards from our beck, or stream.

The flight of the Kingfisher is rapid, and, the wings being short, 
is sustained by their quickly-repeated beating. I t  is always made in 
a straight and horizontal direction, and, for the most part,' close above 
the surface of the water. The Rev. W . T. Bree, of Allesley Rectory, 
has noticed how tenaciously it keeps in  its flight over water, as if it 
felt a greater security in so doing, or in case of necessity, as he has 
suggested, to be able to submerge itself, like the wild duck,* out of 
sight, though I  scarcely think this. One which was alarmed by his 
presence, and therefore could not have acted as it did in search of 
food, went out of its way to follow the windings of a series of brick- * 
ponds.

Its  food consists of water insects, Crustacea, mollusca, leeches, and 
especially minnows, bleak, young gi^dgeons, dace, and other jmall fish, 
which it darts upon, generally with sure precision, frequently after
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H I  l ? 6^ 6 I S P ?  and Plun^ ng the Tern, and first kills
or I L  J  H  ? rCw !  ^  bl11, °r b j  kn0Ckin^ ifc against a rail, a stone, 
or the ground When about to dash on its prey, it rises from its
stand to some four or five feet upwards, and then, hovering for a
few moments, with fluttering wings, the tail bent down, as if a spring
and the bill close to the breast, it on a sudden turns as it were
over, and darts downwards on it like a flash of light with certain
aim. Back again to his perch, having gorged his meal, he shakes
the spray from his feathers, frilled out from his neck, and is ready
for the like foray again and again. One has been known to plunge
from a branch, at a height of six feet from the wateri The bones

• are cast up in the form of pellets. The fish that it catches, it 
shallows head foremost.

* The note is a shrill pipe, resembling that of the Sandpiper, but 
louder.

The birds pair in May, and nidification commences immediately. 
James Dalton, .Esq., of Worcester College, Oxford, writes me word

• that he found a nest with six newly-laid eggs on the 6th. of August, 
1853, near Norton Conyers, on the river Ure, in Yorkshire; the only 
other one which he had ever taken having been met with on the 11th. 
of April; the heavy floods which prevailed before in the summer had 
probably, as he observes, caused the birds some previous disappointment.

The nest is placed two or three feet within a hole in a bank, that, 
for the most part, of a water-rat, which the bird enlarges or alters as 

• need be. I t  is said also sometimes to hollow one out for itself. I t  
slants downwards, the principles of drainage being sufficiently under­
stood by instinct: the same situation is perseveringly resorted to from 
year to year. Much discussion has taken place on the question, whether 

, the Kingfisher forms an artificial nest or not, the eggs being often 
found ‘on the cold ground/ and often on a layer of fish bones. Mv 
theory has for some time been that no nest is made, but that the bird 
resorting to the same locality year after year, a conglomerate of 
bones is by degrees formed, on which the eggs being necessarily 
laid, a nominal nest is in such case found. Since forming this theory 
I  see that it is borne out by other writers. One has been found 
in Cornwall, in May, 1817, which was composed of dried grass, lined 
with hairs and a few feathers; so at least says ‘C /  in the ‘Magazine of 
Natural H istory/ vol. iii, page 175. The nest has been found at' a 
distance from water, in a hole in a bank frequented by Sand Martins, 
and one is recorded in ‘Jesse’s Gleanings in Natural H istory/ as 
having keen placed in the bank of a dry gravel pit, near Hampton 
Court; another has been found ‘in a hole on the margin of the sea a

t
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quarter of a mile distant from a rivulet.’ The young remain in the 
nest until fully* fledged, and able to fly. For a short tim e they then, 
perched on some neighbouring branch, receive their food from their 
parents, who both purvey for them, and whose approach is greeted with 

• clamorous twittering, but they soon learn to fish for themselves.
The eggs, six or seven in number, are transparent white, and rather 

rotund in form. I  am informed by Claude A. Lillington, Esq., of 
the Chantry, Ipswich, that he has found thirteen young ones in one 
nest.

Male; weight, one ounce and a half; length, seven inches; bill, 
blackish brown, reddish at the base; from °the lower corner of it 
proceeds a streak of bluish green, joining to that colour on the back, 
also a dusky streak to the eye; iris, reddish hazel; behind the eye 
is a patch of light orange brown, succeeded by a white one. Fore­
head, on the sides, rufous, the commencement of the same colour 
behind the eye; crown, deep olive green, the feathers tipped with 
light green; the neck has a patch of green down the sides in front 
of the patches behind the eye; nape, as the head; chin .and throat1, 
yellowish white; breast, orange brown, with a sprinkling of green by 
the shoulder of the wing; upper part of the back, green; down 
the back is a list of greenish blue, varying in different lights.

Greater and lesser wing coverts, deep greenish blue, margined 
with a paler shade, forming spots; primaries, brownish black, edged 
with olive green; secondaries, the same; greater and lesser under 
wing coverts, pale chesnut. Tail, greenish blue, the shafts black or J 
dusky; underneath, brownish black, edged with olive g reen ; undei 
tail coverts, light orange brown; legs, very short and pale red, 
with a tinge of yellowish brown; toes and claws, the same.

The female is less vivid in all her colours, and the white on the . 
side of the nock is also more subdued; the bill is not so long as 
in the male.

The young have the bill wholly black; iris, darker than in the 
old bird.

“ The jealous Halcyon wheels her humble flight,
And hides her emerald wing my reeds among. ”

W a R TO K .
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EELTED KINGFISHER.

GREAT BELTED KINGFISHER.

Alcedo Alcyon, Ltnnseus , W il s o n .

Alcedo—The Latin name* of the Kingfisher. Alcyon, or Halcyon—The 
i  Greek name of the Kingfisher.

#

THE far-famed Halcyon of the ancients, whose name this species 
bears, bnt, doubtless erroneously, as being an American bird, must 

not be altogether left unnoticed in treating of the Kingfisher, particu­
larly as many qf the superstitions of so ‘long, long ago/ have been 
continued, even down to our own enlightened age, and are in existence 
a t present. By some, its head or feathers have been esteemed a charm 
for love, a protection against witchcraft, or a security, for fair weather: 
by many it has been dreaded, by others venerated. I t  has been sup­
posed to float on the waters in its nest, and during the period of ifcs 
incubation, forty days, days therefore designated by its own name as 
happy and beautiful ones, to be the cause of every wind being hushed, 

j and every storm calmed: its stuffed skin hung up, has beoji recently, 
and probably is still thought to act a sort of magnetic part, by  always 
pointing its beak towards the north, or, according to another version, 
towards the quarter from whence the wind might blow. I t  has again 
been imagined to have the power of averting thunder, revealing hidden 
treasures, bestowing beauty on the person that carried it, and when 
dead, to renew its own feathers at the season of moulting.

I t  is a, or rather, the, North American species, found in different 
seasons of the year, from the Fur Countries to the Southern States 
and the W est Indian Islands, westward also to the Rocky Mountains 
and the Columbia River.

The accompanying figure is taken from a foreign specimen, which 
I  have had in my collection for some years. For the description of 

0 th& habits of the bird, I  am indebted to Wilson.
This species is by some thought good eating, and is accordingly 

exposed for sal9 in the markets.
Two of jthese birds have been killed in an evidently wild condition, 

in Ireland, so that acting on the principle expressed in the intro-

BELTED KINGFISHER. 253*



duction to this work, I  unhesitatingly give the present species a place 
in the 'B ritish B ird s/ One was shot at Annesbrook* in the county 
of Meath, on the 26th. of October, 1845, by Frederick A. Smith, Esq., 
and another, on a stream connecting the lake of Lnggela with Lough 
Dan, by the gamekeeper of — Latouche, Esq., of Luggela, within the 
same month. A third also, as I  am informed by G. Grantham, Esq., 
has since occurred in the neighbourhood of Bantry Bay to a friend of 
his. H e authenticates the specimen himself. I t  is stated also to have 
occurred near Dublin, but I  do not know whether that may not refer 
to one of the first-mentioned specimens. I t  is rather curious tha t all
four should have turned up in Ireland. •

I t  migrates to the south in the winter, and returns to the north .
in the summer to breed.

I ts  proper haunts are the sides of rivulets and streams, ponds, t 
mill-dams, and water-falls.

The flight of this bird ’ resembles that of its kinsman of the old 
world. I t  courses along the windings of the brook or fiver, sometimes 
suspending itself with rapidly-moving wings over its prey, on which # 
it descends with a quick spiral sweep, and at other times settling on 
a branch to reconnoitre.

Its  food is small fish, which having seized it flies with to its perch, 
and there swallows immediately.

The note is loud, grating, harsh, and sudden, and is described as 
resembling the sound produced by the tw irling of a watchman’s rattle.

The nest, composed of a few feathers, twigs, and a little grass, is • 
placed in a hole in the steep bank of a river, the excavation of the 
bird itself by means of its bill and claws, to the depth of one or 
two, or as much as five or six fe e t: both male and female assist in 
the work. The entrance is only large enough to admit the b ird , but 
the inner end is widened out for the reception of the nest and young.
The same situation is tenaciously revisited from year to year.

The eggs are five or six in number, and the bird has been known 
to go on laying, some of them having been from time to time removed, 
to the num ber of eighteen. The female sits in April. There seem to ■ 
be two broods, of which the .first is hatched the end of May, or the 
beginning of June. J .  R. De Capel Wise, Esq., of Lincoln College, 
Oxford, has obligingly forwarded a specimen for the use of this work. 
Incubation lasts for sixteen days. The old birds exhibit much solicittfde * 
for their young.

Male; length nearly one foot three inches; bill, shining black, horn- 
colour at the tip and a t the base of the lower mandjble; iris, hazel; 
before it is a small white dot, and an elongated one beneath it ;  a

•
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crest of long fa the rs  surmounts the head, which is dark blue; the 
shafts black, as are those of the feathers of all the plumage except 
the white parts; breast, white; on the upper part is a black band, 
interspersed with some light brown feathers, and its edges are jagged*, 
especially on the lower side, and most so in the middle; back, bluish 
slate-colour. The wings expand to the width of one foot eight inches* 
greater and lesser wing coverts, slate blue, spotted with white; primaries 
black, spotted with white; secondaries, the same on the inner webs 
The tail feathers, black, elegantly spotted with white on the inner 
webs, and slate blue on^the outer; beneath, it is light coloured; legs, 
very short, dull yellowish, bare for half an inch above the knee. The 
two outer toes united together for nearly their whole length; claws 
strong and black.

* The female is sprinkled all over with spots of white; a narrow 
streak of dark blue descends from the bill on each side. Head, deeper 
coloured than the back; the white on the chin and throat is of an 
exquisitely fine* glossy texture like satin; the band on the breast of 

• bluish grey^ is nearly half reddish brown, and a little below it is a 
band of bright pale reddish bay, spreading on each side under the 
wings, the feathers on the breast, which is otherwise white, are very 
strong and stiff. The wings have the second and third feathers the 
longest, and the first and fourth a little shorter. Greater and lesser 
wing coverts, bluish grey, varied with small spots of white; primaries, 
black, spotted and tipped with white, secondaries and tertiaries, black; 
the outer edge of each feather, bluish grey, with white specks and 
white tips. Greater and lesser under wing coverts, white; tail, bluish 
black, barred and tipped with white, the centre feathers with lighter- 
coloured edges on the outer side; underneath, it is greyish slate-colour, 
barred with white; upper tail coverts, bluish grey, slightly varied with 
lighter-coloured specks; under tail coverts, white; legs and toes, 
brownish orange-colour, and short; claws, black.

“ Save where the shy kingfishers build their nests 
On thy steep banks.”

OOLKRIDQP.
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BEE-EATER. | | |

YELLOW-THROATED BEE-EATER. COMMON BEE-EATER. GNAT-SNAPPER.

Merops apiaster, L in n a e u s . P e n n a n t . Merops chrysocephalus, L a t h a m .
Merops Gatilceus, H a s s e l q u is t .

Nerops—A bird that eateth bees. Apiaster. Apis—A bee.

T H E splendid-plumaged Bee-eater holds some affinity, as will appear, 1 
to the Swallows, in its flight, manner of taking its food, nidification, 

and the shortness of its legs, and to the Kingfishers in the appearance 
of its eggs. In  Italy  it is esteemed good eating, and is sold in the 
markets accordingly. Perhaps the taste may have descended from ? 
Heliogabalus; for, if I  remember right, even the gay exterior of birds 
was called into requisition to give zest to the ‘recherche* character 
of his ‘gourm anderie/ so to gallicize a word for the occasion.

In  Asia Minor and the adjacent countries towards the north, and 
in N orth Africa, these birds are extremely abundant, and may often 
be seen flying about in thousands. In  various parts of Europe they 
are also plentiful, in small flocks of twenty or thirty , the most so 
towards the East—in Turkey and Greece; in Spain too, from its 
proximity to Africa; Portugal, Italy, Crete, and the Archipelago, Malta, 
Sardinia, and Sicily: as likewise, though in fewer numbers, in France; 
Switzerland, and Germany; likewise in Madeira. Two were killed in 
Sweden, a male and female, in 1816.

In  Yorkshire one, described in the newspaper as a ‘Beef-eater,* was 
obtained near Sheffield, about the year 1849; in Surrey, one near 
Godaiming; in K ent, one a t K ingsgate, in the Isle of Thanet, in May, 
1827; in Hampshire, one at Christchurch, in the autumn of 1839; in 
Dorsetshire one, at Chideock, preserved in the museum of the late Dr. 
Roberts, of Bridport, whose supposition, an improbable conjecture,
I  think, as expressed to me, was, that it  had escaped out of some • 
gentleman*s cage or carriage, I  am not sure which; others in the 
same county; one near Poole, the latter end of September, 1827, 
three near Swanage. In  Cornwall, four specimens occurred in the 
parish of Madron, in 1807, and a flock of twelve a tf) Helston, 1828, 
of which eleven were sh o t; some in Devonshire. In  Sussex, one was
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shot at Icklesham about the year 1830; and another near Chichester 
on the 6th. of ‘May, 1829. Also, in addition to the two pairs presently 
mentioned as having built in that county, one was shot in September 
1839, on the beach between Pagham and Selsey, a male at Itchenor* 
one at Pishbourne, one at Rottingdean, on the 19th. of April, 1840- 
and, on the 11th. of September in the same year, another at Ovingdean, 
near Worthing; two or three at Alfriston, besides a few others. Specimens 
have been met with both in North and South Wales.

The first recorded specimen in England, was obtained out of a flock of 
twenty, at Mattishall, in Norfolk, in June, 1794; and in October of the 
same year, some were «again seen at the same spot, but fewer in 

• number; probably the survivors of others that had been slain of the 
original flock. Another was killed at Beccles, in Suffolk, in the 

• spring of 1835; and three others are recorded in the fifteenth volume 
of the ‘ Linnsean Transactions.’ One at Broom House, Eulham, near 
London, by J. Sullivan, Esq., September 28th., 1832; it has' also 
occurred in Lancashire and Cumberland.

•  • The follqjving are recorded by William Thompson, Esq., as having
occurred in Ire land :—One mentioned by Smith in his history of Water­
ford as having been shot on the ruins of the old Church of Stradbally, 
during the great frost of 1739, and others in the county of Cork—one 
shot on the shore near Carrickfergus on the 21st. of September, 1809 ? 
one at Cloverhill, near Roscommon, another there in 1818, and one in 
1819 ? where five others have been since found—in 1823 ? in February, 

• one near Ballinahinch, in the county of Down; in .'1828, one at 
Balbriggan, in the county of Dublin, and one at Lord Lkndaff’s place 
in the county of Tipperary, and in 1838 ? one at Cape Clear. One 
was killed in the county of Wicklow, one on the sea shore near Wexford, 
in the winter of 1820, and two others have occurred in the interior.

In  Scotland, one was shot in the Mull of Galloway, in Oct. 1832, and 
several more in other parts, even so far north as Caithness and Orkney.

A few instances have occurred where Bee-eaters have built in 
England; a pair near Chichester, and a pair at Southwick, near 
Shoreham, in Sussex.

These birds are exclusively insectivorous, but they have a wide range 
of choice among beetles, grasshoppers, bees, wasps, flies, gnats, ‘ et id 
genus omne.’ They capture their food for the most part on the wing, 
ana may be seen from ‘ dewy morn till eve ’ in pursuit of their winged 
prey, like Swallows in our own country.

The preoipitous banks of rivers are most frequented by these birds, 
but not eexclusiyely, as they also resort to vineyards, olive-yards, and 
sneltered valleys.

von. r. 2 l
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Their flight resembles that of the Swallow, but is more direct, and
less rapid. ;

f Their no te / says Meyer, e which they u tter on the wing, is loud, and
sounds like the syllables, '  grilgririririll/ and also, '  sisicrewe/ according 
to the testimony of an old and learned au tho r/ I t  reminds one of the 
f Torotorotorotorotorotorinx} of Aristophanes in his (Political H istory of 
B irds/ where the very c E pops} himself is most scientifically placed in
juxtaposition with this mellifluous species. t 7

The nest is placed in holes in banks, which latter are thus, as is only 
to be expected in the case of a Bee-eater, completely ‘ honey-combed/
The bird scoops out a hole by means of its bill and feet, to the depth of 
from one to two yards, sufficiently large to admit its body, and its legs » 
being short, a wide orifice is not required; this passage is widened out at 
the end into a receptacle for the nest, which is said to be composed of  ̂
moss.

The eggs, which are hatched in May, are glossy white, of a globular 
form, and from five to six or seven in number.

M ale; length, ten to eleven inches; bill, black, long, and curved, with 
a strong blunt rid g e ; from its corners a bluish black streak descends to 
a narrow black ring which encircles the neck; on its upper side it  shades 
into the chesnut of the crow n; iris, r e d ; behind it is a small bare brown 
patch, and over it a line of pale verdigris green. Forehead, dull white, 
passing into pale verdigris g reen ; crown and neck, deep orange-coloured 
chesnut brown, tinged with green ; nape, the same, bu t paler; chin and 
throat, b righ t yellow; the latter surrounded below with a gorget of black, , 
and above by a line of the same colour proceeding from the base of the 
bill below the eyes and on the sides of the neck ; breast, greenish b lu e ; 
back, above, orange-coloured chesnut brown, tinged with green, below 
bright yellow, tinged with both chesnut and green.

The wings reach to within one-fourth of the length  of the tail, and 
expand to the width of one foot and a half; greater wing coverts, pale 
orange, here and there tinged with g reen ; lesser wing coverts, b righ t 
g reen ; primaries, narrow and pointed, blackish grey on the inner 
webs, fine greenish blue on the outer, in  some shades greyish blue— 
the tips and shafts shading into black; the first feather is very short, 
the second the longest in the wing; secondaries, blackish grey on the 
insides, otherwise bluish green shading into blackish brown, w ith black 
tips; tertiaries, blackish grey on the inner webs, fine greenish blue * 
on the outer, or greyish blue in some shades of light; the shafts of 
all the quill feathers, black; larger and lesser under wing coverts, 
fawn-colour. Tail, of twelve feathers, greenish blue, with a tinge of 
yellow; the two middle feathers darker, elongated nearly an incli
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beyond the rest, and pointed, ending in blackish green; beneath, it 
is greyish brown, the shafts dull white; tail coverts, bluish green 
with a tinge of yellow; under tail coverts, pale greenish blue; legs, 
very short, reddish brown, scaled finely behind, and strongly in front; 
toes, the same, scutellated above; the small hind toe is broad on the 
sole, and the three front ones connected together, as in the Kingfisher; 
claws, reddish black.

The plumage of the female is not so bright as that of the male, 
and less distinctly defined. The throat, paler yellow, and the green 

•parts tinged with red. #The central tail feathers are shorter than in 
the male by two lines.

.In  the young male the iris is light red; the black band round the 
throat is greenish. The middle tail feathers extend but little beyond 
the rest.

“ In all the livery decked of summer’s pride,

With spots of gold, and purple, azure and green.”
■ Milton.

HOOPOE,

Y GOPPOG, IN ANCIENT BRITISH.

COMMON HOOPOE.

U pupa E pops, P e n n a n t . M o n t a g u .

U pupa—A Hoopoe, (Latin.) E pops—A Hoopoe, (Greek.)

THE elegant Hoopoe is a native of North Africa, from Egypt to 
Gibraltar; of Asia, where it occurs in Asia Minor; and also in the 

south of Europe; it goes northwards in summer as far as Denmark,
• Sweden, Tartary, Russia, and Lapland. In  Germany, France, Italy, 

9 Holland, and Spain, it occurs in small flocks; also, I  believe, in 
Madeira.

In  Yorkshire, one of these birds was shot at Buckton, in the East- 
Riding, iii May, 1851; and several had been procured in other parts 
previously—one of them taken while alighting on a boat in Bridlington 
Bay. Another at Bedale wood, near Cowling Hall; two near Doncaster;
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and another seen in 1836, in Sir William Cooke's wood; one a t Arm- 
thorpe; another a t Pontefract; one at Eccup, a young bird, by the 
Hon. Edwin Lascelles, October 8th., 1830; one at Low Moor, near 
Bradford; one at Skircoat Moor, near Halifax, September 3rd., 1840; 
one, a female, at Ecclesfield, near Bradford, April 9th., 1841; one at 
Coatham, near Redcar; and one near Scarborough. Two at Saltbum , 
northwards, in 1837 or 1838, as Captain E. H. Turton, of the Third 
Dragoon Guards, has informed me, and one at Womb well Wood, near 
Barnsley, of which Mr. J . Lister, Postmaster of Barnsley, has written 
me word. I t  has also occurred in Sussex, ^jirrey, Suffolk, Norfolk, 
Lincolnshire, and Kent. Lord. Cranbrook wrote me word, in the 
beginning of April, 1880, of one which had then been about the 
grounds of Hemsted Park, his Lordship's place near Stapleburst, for 
some days. One at W ilford, near Nottingham, in 1853. One was 
shot near London in April, 1852, and about the same time two were 
seen near Ipswich, Suffolk, as Claude A. Lillingston, Esq. has informed 
me, one of which was shot. Another was obtained near Ingham, in 
Norfolk, by R. Whaites, Esq. In  Hampshire, one at Mopley, in the 
parish of Fawley, near Southampton, on the 14th. of April, 1854; one 
was shot near Esher, in the summer of 1855; also in W iltshire, one 
on Salisbury Plain; and specimens have frequently occurred in Devon­
shire and Cornwall. In  Somersetshire one in 1833, of which Theodore 
Compton, Esq., of Winscombe, has informed me. Two were shot in 
the latter county that seemed to have' paired, and one was seen in 
the autumn of 1836; another a t Morval, the seat of John Buller, Esq., 
the 9th. of March, 1862; also in Scilly. In  Northumberland one was 
caught near Bamborough Castle; and in Durham, one killed at Bed- 
lington. In  Kent, three near Lydd, in 1867.

The figure before us is coloured from a specimen in my own col­
lection, which was shot some years ago on the south-western border 
of Dorsetshire. Not a year passes in which o n e ,o r  more of these 
birds do not arrive in th is . country, and the same rem ark applies to 
Ireland. Mr. Thompson gives an accurate register of such in nine 
successive years, from 1833 to 1842, inclusive, with the exception of 
1836, in which none were known to have been observed. In  Scotland 
too, it sometimes occurs; in Sutherlandshire rarely: one was caught 
near. Duff House, Banff, in September, 1832; so, too, in Ayrshire, and 
one near Portobello; F. M. Balfour, Esq., has written me word of 
one shot at East Barnes, near Dunbar, the end of September, 1869' 
also in the Orkney Islands.

Occasionally it has even been known to breed here, and doubtless 
would oftener do so, were it not incontinently pursued to the death
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at its first appearance. In  Sussex, a pair built at South wick, near 
Shoreham, and reared three young, and another pair close to the 
house at Park-End, near Chichester, in the same county. Montagu 
mentions that a pair in Hampshire forsook a nest which they had 
begun; and Dr. Latham had a young bird sent to him on the 10th. 
of May, 1786. In  1841, a pair built near Dorking, in Surrey, but 
the eggs were taken. A pair, also frequented a garden near Tooting, 
in the same county, in the summer of 1833.

The Hoopoe is a migratory bird, at least to some extent, and one 
•has been met with, seemingly unfatigued, half way across the Atlantic. 
I t  appears, however, that some of them do not change their quarters, 
wJiile others do: and it is also related that the latter do not associate 
with the former when they arrive among them; their ‘Travellers* Club* 
being like its London namesake, an exclusive one, save for such as 
have visited foreign parts. They migrate by night, and move singly 
or in pairs, unless, as is stated, the young brood follows close in the 
rear of its parents. They move but slowly in their peregrinations, 
attracted probably by the presence of food.

These birds pass much of their time on the ground in search of 
insects, which, however, they also take among the branches of trees^ 
and seem to prefer low moist situations near woods. They are said 
to fight furiously among themselves, but as most quarrelsome people 
are, to be at the same time very cowardly, crouching to the ground

# in a paroxysm of terror, with wings and tail extended, at sight of a
' Hawk, or even a Crow. They are very shy also at the appearance

of mankind. These birds are easily tamed when young, and follow 
their owner about. ‘The greatest difficulty in preserving > them during 
confinement, arises from their beaks becoming too dry at the tip, and 
splitting in consequence, whereby the birds are starved, from their 
inability to take their food.*

The flight of the Hoopoe is low and undulated, and the crest is 
kept erect or lowered at the pleasure of the bird, as it is excited or
not. I t  is said to perch low. Its  walk is described as something of
a strut, and it keeps nodding its head as if vain of its gay top-knot.

Their food consists of beetles, other insects, and caterpillars; super- 
. fluous food they hide, and resort to again when hungry.

• fl?he note, from whence the name of the bird, resembles the word 
‘hoop, hoop, hoop,* ‘long drawn out,* yet quickly, like the ‘gentle

'booing of the Dove.* I t  has also another note, ‘tzyrr, tzyrr*—a grating 
hissing sgrt of sound, when alarmed or angry. It seems to utter its 
Call with some* exertion.

The ne§t, built in May, is placed in the hollow of a tree, or a
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crevice of a wall, and is composed of dry stalks of gyass, leaves, and 
feathers.

The eggs vary from four to seven in number, and are of a uniform 
pale bluish grey, faintly speokled with brown.

Incubation lasts sixteen days. . After the young leave the nest, they 
assemble in the immediate vicinity, and are long and sedulously attended 
to by their parents.

Male; weight, about three ounces; length, from eleven inches to
one foot and half an inch; bill, black, pale reddish brown at the base;
iris, brown. The crest, the charming ornament of this species, is0
composed of a double row of long feathers, the fronts turning towards
the side; they are of a rich buff-colour, the ends white, tipped with0
velvet black, except those on the forehead, which are shorter, and 
without the white patch. Head, on the sides, neck behind, and nape, 
pale buff, with a tinge of grey; chin, throat, and breast, pale buff; 
back, reddish buff, With three semicircular bands, bent downwards— 
one white between two black; the lower part white. c

The wings, when expanded, measure one foot seven or (Sght inches 
across; greater and lesser wing coverts, black, with a cross bar of light 
buff; primaries, black, with a bar of pale buff; the first feather is 
half the length of the second, the second a little longer than the 
eighth, and a little shorter than the seventh, the third and sixth equal, 
and but little shorter than the fourth and fifth, which are also equal, and 
the longest in the wing; secondaries and tertiaries, black, with four 
or five narrow bars of white, some of the latter also edged and 
tipped with pale buff, with an oblique stripe of the same on the 
inner web of the last tertial feather. The tail is of ten feathers, 
square at the tip, black, with a well-defined semilunar white bar, 
tending on the sides towards the end; upper tail coverts, white at 
the base, black at the ends; under tail coverts, white. Legs, brown, 
feathered in front above the knee, scaled below; toes, brown; claws, 
horn-colour or black, slightly curved.

The female is paler in colour. The crest is less than in the male. 
Tertiaries, without the buff.

In the young, which are at first covered with long grey down, 
and the bill very short and straight, the breast is crossed with 
narrow dusky streaks.

“ Out of the city far away 
' With spring to-day!—

Where copses tufted with primrose ® 0
Give me repose;

r
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Wood-sorrel and wild violet 
Soothe my soul’s fret:
The pure delicious vernal air 
Blows away care,
The birds’ reiterated songs 
Heal fancied wrongs.”

A n o n y m o u s .

m m  * CHOUGH.
*

o
BRAN BIG-COCH, IN ANCIENT BRITI8H. 

i

RED-LEGGED CROW. CORNISH CHOUGH. CORNISH DAW. KILLIGREW.
CORNWALL KAE. MARKET-JEW CROW. CHAUKDAW.

CLIFE DAW. HERMIT CROW. RED-LEGGED JACKDAW. GESNER’& WOODCROW 
# I

Pyrrhocorax graculus, F l e m i n g . Coruus graculus, P e n n a n t . M o n t a g u . 

Conus docilis, G m e l i n . Frigilus graculus, S e l b y . J e n y n s .

Pyrrhocorax. Pyrrhos—Red. Corax—.A Crow. Graculus—A Chough,
Jackdaw, or Jky.

ALTHOUGH generically distinct, yet, both in song and story ‘the 
Chough and Crow* seem fated to be associated together.

This bird is a native of the three continents of the old world, 
v I t  is known to inhabit France, the Pennine ranges of Italy, Sicily, 

and Sardinia, Greece, the mountains of Switzerland, Spain, Por­
tugal, the island of Crete, Egypt, and the north of Africa, Barbary, 
Tetuan, and Algeria, Abyssinia, the Canary Islands, the mountains of 
Persia, Arabia, Turkestan, the Caucasus and the Ural mountains, the 
southern parts of Siberia, China, Afghanistan, and the Himalayan 
Mountains in India. I t  is a very curious and unaccountable fact 
that whereas in our country the Chough has been exclusively or 
almost exclusively addicted to the coast, found only more seldom 
and that chiefly in earlier times, in the inland parts of these islands, 
it is everywhere else, save and except on Belle Isle off the Cliffs 
of France, a denizen of the mountains or precipitous rocky districts 

' of the inferior. W ith us they frequent the cliffs of the coast.
* In  Yorkshire, one was killed by the gamekeeper of Randall Gossip, 

•
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Esq., of Hatfield, near Doncaster. Two others are spoken of, one as 
having been shot near Sheffield, and another mentioned by Mr. J. 
Heppenstall to Mr. Allis; but it seems doubtful whether the accounts 
are not referable to one and the same specimen.

So long ago as the year 1667 it was stated as to be found all
alone the South Coast from the Land’s End to Dover, but this was ©
in the 'good old times/

In Cornwall, the Chough has formerly been plentiful, but seems to 
be getting rare: that county, in fact, would seem to have been its 
main stronghold, the name of 'Cornish Chough/ appearing to have 
been used as a term of reproach, as, for instance, to Tressilian, in 
'  Kenilworth:3 they have been numerous on the cliffs at Perran. The 
Dover cliffs, Shakespeare’s Cliff, to wit, in Kent, the scene of poor 
'K ing Lear’s sad story, and those of Beachy Head, Newhaven, and 
Eastbourne in Sussex, the Isle of Purbeck, Lulworth, and Studland, 
in Dorsetshire, as also Gadcliff, and St. Alban’s Head, Devonshire, . 
Lundy Island, and the Isle of Wight, as between Freshwater Gate 
and the Needles, it has also frequented a score of years ago, but a 
war of extermination has been earned on against it, anu the conse^ 
quence I  need not relate. Whitehaven, in Cumberland, has been 
another of its resorts, and also Westmoreland. In  August, 1832', a 
Red-legged Crow was killed on the Wiltshire Downs, between Marl­
borough and Caine. I t  has also been seen on Mitcham Common, in 
Surrey. In  November, 1826, one was shot at Lindridge*, in Worces­
tershire. In Somersetshire a few used to breed at Minehead, and in 
April, 1868, a pair would have built in the tower of Bagborough 
Church, but a gun made it no sanctuary for them. In  Worcestershire, 
one in November, 1826; in Cheshire, at Leasowe.

In  Wales, it has occurred on the cliffs of Glamorganshire, and is . 
common in those of Pembrokeshire, from Tenby to St. David’s Head, 
on Caldy Island, and also in Flintshire, the Isle of Anglesea,. and 
Denbighshire. In  the latter place a pair bred for many years in the 
appropriate ruins of Crow Castle, in the inland and beautiful Yale of 
Llangollen; but one of them being killed by accident, the other continued 
to haunt the same place for two or three years without finding another 
mate, which was certainly a 'singular’ circumstance: they are met 
with also in the Isle of Man, and breed on the Calf of Man.

In  Ireland, according to Mr. Thompson, of Belfast, it is to be found 
—at least then was—in suitable localities all round the island, in 
some parts, particularly near Fairhead, in considerable abundance, the 
basaltic precipices of those parts being peculiarly suited to it: a pair 
were seen at Belfast, after a storm of wind from the south, on the
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5th. of March, 1836. He also mentions the following places as it* 
resorts: Tory Island; the Gobbin cliffs; Skafcrick Castle, and an old 
castle on the island Mahee in Strangford Loch; Rathlin Island off 
the coast of Antrim; Achill Head; Clonmel; Loop Head, on the coast 
ol blare; the largest of the south islands of Arran; the lower lake 
of Killarney; Cable Island, near Youghall; Bally bunion rocks in K erry  
the Mourae Mountains, in the county of Down; a ruin in the county 
Antrim, three miles from the sea; Salah Braes, six miles inland in 
the same county; and Arranmore. Many in the precipices of the 
Commeragh Mountains, Ardmore cliffs, and Helvick Head, in the 

, county of Waterford, the.former seven miles from the sea; the Saltee
• Islands, off the coast of Wexford; and Howth, near Dublin; also on 

the coast of Cork.
4 In  Guernsey and in Jersey it occurs in considerable numbers.

In  Scotland, it has been known on the rocky cliffs between St. Abb’s 
Head and Past Castle, at Coldingham, and near Berwick-on-Tweedy 
in Sutherlandsl^re, at Durness, and other precipitous parts, but rarely; 

• Eortpatrick, Wigtonshire; Ballantrae Castle, Ayrshire, Troup Head, 
Islay, and Skye, and last but least on the east coast; inland it 
formerly dwelt about Corra Linn, the Campsie Pells, the Clova Moun­
tains, Glenlyon, and Achmore, as also in the Hebrides, in the island 
of Barra, and in Galloway.

These birds, which are very easily tamed, and become extremely 
docile, exhibit all the restless activity, prying curiosity, and thievish 

•propensities of their cousins—the Crows: they have in'sooth a ‘mono­
mania* for petty larceny, especially of glittering objects; and it is 
said that houses have been set on fire by lighted sticks which they 
have carried off. I  had one for a time given me by my friend the 
late Lieutenant Arthur P. Astley. I t  was a very gentle bird. In 
their wild state they are very shy, but in the breeding season they 
have allowed themselves to be approached within half a dozen yards. 
In  the autumn and winter they keep in families, and are of gregarious 
habits. The following particulars are related of one kept tame by 
Colonel Montagu:—It used to avoid walking on grass, preferring the 
gravel walk; (Mr. Thompson, however, quotes from Dr. J. D. Marshall's 
Memoir of the island of Rathlin,* that there they frequent the pasture

# p S p l even more than the shores,) was fond of being caressed, but, 
though attached to them, was pugnacious even to its best friends if

Jey affronted it: children he excessively disliked, was impudent to 
strangers, and roused by the sight of them to hostility even to his 
friends. One lady he was particularly friendly with, and would sit 
on the back of her chair for hours. He showed a great desire to 
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ascend, by climbing up a ladder or stairs, would knock at a window 
with his bill until he was let in, and would pull 'about any small
articles that- came in his way. • V; ^

I t  is a pretty sight, as has been described, to see a pair or more 
of these birds on a sunny bank, where 'the green turf grows,’ their 
glossy black plumage and red legs and bill showing to advantage,— 
this one basking in the sunshine, and another preening its own or its 
mate’s feathers.

Bishop Stanley says, ‘on a lawn, where five were kept, one par- 
ticular part of it was found to turn brown, and exhibit all the 
appearance of a field suffering under sevens drought, covered, as it . 
was, with dead and withering tufts of grass, which it was soon ascer­
tained the Choughs were incessantly employed in tearing up the rot>ts 
of, for the purpose of getting at the grubs. The way they set about |  
it was thus:—They would walk Quietly over the surface, every now 
and then turning their heads, with the ear towards the ground, 
listening attentively in the most significant manner. Sometimes they - 
appeared to listen in vain, and then walked on, till at length, instead' • 
of moving from the spot, they fell to picking a hole, as fast as their 
heads could nod/ They were often successful in their search, so that 
this account, in two respects, both as to their food and their going 
on the grass, militates against that of Montagu.

The following incident is related by the Bishop:—‘An accident which 
befel one of these birds, afforded an interesting instance of the effects 
of nature to repair injury and mutilation. I t  was standing on a window-* 
sill, and had the greater part of its beak crushed off by the sudden 
shutting of the window. The person who fed them, nursed it with 
the greatest care, and kept it alive. When the wound began to heal, 
it was turned out amongst its companions, by whom it was as regularly 
fed as if they had. been made to understand that it could not feed 
itself; but what was still more extraordinary, soon afterwards, flights 
of wild ones, which usually remained in their lonely haunts upon a 
neighbouring rocky mountain, came down to the garden, and were 
constantly hovering over their disabled and mutilated companion, as if 
to marvel at its strange appearance. As the wound healed, the upper 
part of the bill, two thirds of which at least had been severed, began to . 
grow, and in a few months had made considerable progress, with every 
prospect of its finally assuming its original formation/

The flight of this species is described as resembling that of the Rook** 
but is said to be quicker, and occasionally to be performed in airy circles, 
with little motion of the wings. I t  takes flight and series dt>wn in 
easy and lightsome manner. They generally fly high, in an irregular
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•
manner, with slow beats of the wings, and, when it so pleases them, per- 
form various gaipbols and evolutions in the air; f they flap their wings, 
then sail on forty or fifty yards, and so on gradually, until they alight.
They do not perch on trees, but settle down on the stones or rocks, and 
their gait is stately and graceful. The feathers of the wings are much 
expanded in flying, as in others of the Crow tribe, as in the case of 
the Rook hereinafter mentioned, giving the wing a fringed appearance.

The food of the Chough consists principally of grasshoppers, chaffers, 
caterpillars, and other insects, in search of which it sometimes follows the 
plough like the Rooks, and Crustacea, but it also eats grain, seeds, and 

•berries, and certainly carrion sometimes. Smaller insects are devoured 
• •< whole; the larger it holds in its feet to peck at. ‘ I t  seldom attempts to 

hide the remainder of a meal.’ These birds drink much.
The note is shrill, but is said to be lively and not disagreeable, which 

is, however, but negative praise. I t  somewhat resembles that of the 
Jackdaw, but may be distinguished from it, and is rendered by Meyer by 
the words, creea, creea, and f deea.5 I t  has also a chatter, like the 

|  Starling. In  the spring it sounds like 'c lu n g / and in the autumn 
more like i& own name of ‘ chough ’O

The nest is made of sticks, and is lined with wool and hair. I t  is 
placed in the most inaccessible clefts, caverns, and cavities of cliffs, or in 
old Church or other towers, or buildings, generally in the neighbourhood 
of the sea, but not always, as will have appeared from the previous and * 
other statements. I t  is generally built some way in from the outside.

• The eggs, four or five in number, commonly five, are dull white, 
sprinkled or freckled, streaked, blotted, and spotted with grey and light 
brown, most at the thicker end.

Male; length, between one foot four and one foot five inches; bill,
- bright vermilion re d ; yellow within—it is said to be very brittle; iris, 

brown, red in the centre, surrounded by a circle of blue, the eyelids red.
The whole plumage is black, glossed with blue and purple, the head and 
neck most so. The wings, of which the principal feathers have a violet 
tinge, reach nearly to the end of the tail, extending as they do to the 
width of two feet eight inches; the first feather, half the length of the 
longest, is three inches shorter than the second, which is one inch shorter 
than the third, and the third a little less than the fourth, which is the 
longest in the wing, the fifth almost as long. The secondaries are glossed

# with green and kindred tinctures. The tail is of a more metallic 
lustre than the rest of the plumage, and the tint deep violet green.
Legs and toes, bright deep vermilion red; claws, glossy black, large, 
and much^hooked.
* The female Weighs about fourteen ounces; length, between one foot 
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two and one foot three inches; her bill is shorter than that of the male. 
The quill feathers are less black than in him. •

The young birds have but little of the purple gloss. Iris, yellowish 
brown; bill and legs, orange red.

“ Of rarer beauty, though of harsher name,
The Choughs for glossy plume the Ravens shame,
With vermeil-tinted legs and bright red beaks,
Haunting remotest cliffs where sea-pinks flame.”

S e w e l l  St o k e s .

- - ---———« •

RAVEN,

BEAN, CIGFRAN, IN ANCIENT BRITISH. #
«

CORBIE. CORBIE CROW. GREAT CORBIE-CROW.

Corvus corax, P e n n a n t . M o n t a g u .

Corvus—A Crow, (Latin.) Corax—A  Crow, (Greek.)

THE geographical distribution of the Raven is soon described." He 
is a c Citizen of the world/ His sable plumage reflects the burning 

sun of the equator, and his dark shadow falls upon the regions of 
perpetual snow; he alights on the jutting peak of the most lofty 
mountain, and haunts the centre of the vast untrodden plain; his hoarse 
cry startles the solitude of the dense primaeval forest, and echoes among 
the rocks of the lonely island of the ocean: no SUltima Thule5 is a 
cterra incognita5 to him; Arctic and Antarctic are both alike the home 
of the Corbie-Crow.

I t  occurs throughout Russia, Norway, and Sweden, Iceland and the 
Ferroe Islands, in fact in Europe generally, and in Cyprus, Crete, and 
other Islands. I In  Asia, from Thibet and Cashmere to the Punjaub, 
Scinde, and Affghanistan, as thence in Persia, Armenia, Palestine, eSc. * 

fIn the best and most ancient of Books/ says Wilson, ‘we learu, 
that at the end of forty days, after the great flood had covered the | 
earth, Noah, wishing to ascertain whether or no the waters had abated 
sent forth a Raven, which did not return into the ark.5

c
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In Yorkshire they are now and then seen at Walton Hall, the seat 
of Charles Waterton, Esq.; also at Wharncliffe, Hambleton, the moors 
near Halifax, Hebden Bridge, etc. I  have seen them not rarely in 
Devonshire and Dorsetshire, on the sea coast near Lyme Regis and 
Charmouth. They breed, or I  should now say, used to breed, yearly 
at Flamborough, and other places in the neighbourhood. In Worcester­
shire it is a very rare bird—one has been seen near Kidderminster by 
W. F. W. Bird, Esq. Other breeding places are or have been, at 
Clovelly and Hillsborough, near Ilfracombe, Devonshire; also on Cannock 
Chace and near Rugeley in Staffordshire: a stray pair were seen near 

0 there, November 9th., by Ralph Armishaw, Esq., my informant.
In  Scotland Ravens are plentiful in many places, as, ' inter alia/ the 

shores of the Moray Firth, in Caithnesshire, East Lothian, on the 
Lammermuirs, etc. F. M. Balfour, Esq., has informed me of its occur­
rence at Whittinghame, in Haddingtonshire, in March or April, 'en 
route.’ I t  occurs also on Snowdon, and in the Isle of Man. In  Cornwall, 
at Penzance, where it breeds; also in Wales, on the Orme’s Head, 
and near Llandudno, Penmaenmaur, and Rhiwleden.

The RavSn is, in some degree, migratory; though not, as it would 
appear, instinctively so; but only when circumstances make a change 
of situation desirable.

I t  has been said, Miss Edgeworth tells us, of sailors, that they think 
every woman handsome who is not as old as Hecuba, and as ugly as 
Caifacaratataddera. The Raven is famed for longevity, and the '  Raven’s 

o wing’ for blackness; but the eye of the Naturalist perceives even here 
the 'line of beauty / and, like Balbinus of old, he admires that which 
to others may seem only a defect.

But however the Naturalist may look with complacency on the exterior 
of the Raven, yet it must be admitted that judging by the standard of our 
own morality, his internal character corresponds therewith in blackness.
But in truth we must not so judge him. He fulfils, and no doubt per­
fectly fulfils, his allotted place in creation, and has, moreover, more than 
one redeeming feature, even in the view of an oblique censorship.

The' name of 'R a lp h / so commonly given to the Raven when tame,
I  imagine to be a contraction of the word itself.

The union of the male and female Raven is for life, and his affection 
• for her and his young is very great; 'the saintly Raven of the days 

of Yore:’ they are generally seen singly, or in pairs, but occasionally 
; in small flocks of about a score. They defend their young with great 

courage against the attacks of other birds, even those that are much 
their own superiors in size, though they tamely suffer them to be 

0 kidnapped by men or boys.
•
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In this country Ravens are extremely shy and wary, their dark side 
only, if so one may say of these black birds all over, being looked 
upon, and persecution the order of the day; but in remote places, 
or even in others where their good points are more appreciated, they 
are seen in considerable numbers, even near towns, and shew themselves • 
pert and confident. When young, they are easily tamed, and may 
be taught to utter a few words, and to perform a variety of tricks.
'They are, however, always bold and mischievous, sagacious, and sharp- 
sighted, and display their natural cunning in constantly pilfering. Any 
bright objects, as silver, glass, etc., are particularly alluring to them, 
and these they secrete in some hole or crevice, thus establishing a 
regular depository for their thefts/ A dozen silver spoons have been • 
found in one of these, the discovery having been made by Ralph being . 
detected in the act of flying off with a 'silver spoon in his mouth/
I t  is said that these birds were formerly trained to catch others. They 
will pursue the Buzzard, the Peregrine, or even the Eagle, to endeavour 
to obtain from him his own capture. The Peregrine* has, however, 
been known to strike one dead in the air, as the punishment of thiH, *
temerity. The Eagle they fiercely attack, when engaged* with their 
nest, one flying above and the other below him, and endeavouring to. ' 
hit against him, though without being able to do so. But if, on the 
other hand, an Eagle comes up to them when already at their banquet, 
they retire to a short distance and await his departure. Mr. Macgillivray 
writes, 'The Raven never ventures to attack a man plundering its nest, 
and rarely pretends to be crippled in order to draw him away from it, • 
but stands at a distance, looking extremely dejected, or flies over and 
around him, uttering now and then a stifled croak indicative of grief 
and anxiety. I  have, however, on such an occasion, seen a Raven fly 
off to a considerable distance, and alighting on a conspicuous place, 
tumble about as if mortally wounded/

In the Hebrides they frequent the huts and homesteads of the 
people, perching on the roofs and all about.

W ith reference to the first part of their description I  have given 
above, Sir Charles Anderson, Bart, wrote to me of one of a pair 
which had built on a cliff, 'The keepers have tried in vain to destroy 
him: whenever he is watched, instead of flying out from his nest straight 
where he would be shot, he drops himself, poising on his wings, 
perpendicularly down the precipice, until he is out of shot, and th£n 
flies out and away/

A 'Book of Anecdotes' might be compiled relative to the Raven, 
and I  deeply regret that I  cannot do him the justice that I#would in 
this respect. One kept at an inn, the Elephant and Castle, is related*

•
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to iave been in the habit of taking a seat on the top of one of the 
coaches, the cc^chman of which was a friend of his, until he met some 
returning coach, driven by another friend, with whom he used to come 
back. A writer in the ‘Naturalist’s Magazine,’ recorded that abont 
fourteen years before, he saw on a post near the inn yard, an 
epitaph to the memory of this. ' Ralph/

The following are from the Right Revd. Doctor Stanley, Bishop of 
Norwich:—

'Some years ago the wife of a neighbouring farmer made such 
loud complaints, on the diminution’ of a fine brood of young Turkeys,

• which occasionally wandered from her farm-yard into some fields 
adjacent to the wood, that one of the old ones was shot: it proved 
to be the female, whose young ones had unfortunately been hatched, 
and were then nearly fledged. For a time, the surviving parent

*  hovered about the nest uttering loud and menacing croakings, when- 
. '  ever anybody approached. At length however, he disappeared, and 

absented himself for two or three days, and then returned with 
another mate; when a strange scene occurred. The poor half-starved 
nestlings T«ere attacked without mercy by the stepmother; who after 
severely wounding, precipitated them from the nest; two, however, 
were found at the foot of the tree with signs of life, and with great 

|  care and attention reared at the Rectory, about half a mile distant, 
and after being slightly pinioned, were allowed their liberty; but 
they seldom quitted the lawn or offices, roosting in a tree in the 

p shrubbery. Here, however, they were soon discovered by their un- 
natural parents, who, for a long time, used to come at early dawn> 
and pounce upon them with fierce cries. This antipathy to their. 
young (which by several authors has been considered peculiar to 
Ravens) has been remarked by many, who have not only known them 
to show great indifference to any young ones accidentally thrown out 
of the nest, but have further ascertained that the parents actually 
devour them /

'A  still more curious anecaote of attachment and observation in Ravens, 
is given in the weekly periodical, the '  Saturday Magazine/ which from its 
application to the subject before us, we here repeat. I t  occurred many 
years ago, at the Red Lion Inn, Hungerford; a gentleman who lodged 
there thus tells the story:—'Coming into the inn-yard,’ says he, 'my 

* chaise ran over and bruised the leg of a favourite Newfoundland dog, and 
while we were examining the injury, Ralph, the Raven, looked on also, and 
was evidently making his remarks on what was doing; for, the minute 
my dog^ was tied up under the manger with my horse, Ralph not

* only visited him, but brought him bones, and attended him with
>

>
p>
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particular marks of kindness. I  observed it to the ostler, who told 
me that the bird had been brought up with a dog, and that the 
affection between them was mutual, and all the neighbourhood had 
been witnesses of the many acts of kindness performed by the one 
to the other. Ralph's friend, the dog, in course of time, had the «
misfortune to break his leg, and during the long period of his 
confinement, the Raven waited on him constantly, carried him his 
provisions, and scarcely ever left him alone. One night, by accident, 
the stable door had been shut, and Ralph had been deprived of his 
friend's company all night; but the ostler found, in the morning, 
the door so pecked away, that had it not heen opened, in another a 
hour, Ralph would have made his own entrance. The landlord not * 
only confirmed the ostler's account, but mentioned many other acts, 
of kindness, shown by this bird to all dogs in general, but more 
particularly to maimed or wounded ones. But, however attentive 
they may be to dogs, as in this case, or to men, as in the • 
preceding one, the following instance of shrewd cunnijLg shows that 
they are ready enough, when it suits their interest to trick each0 
other. At the Zoological Gardens, in the Regent's Park, Bondon, two 
Ravens were kept in one large cage or pen; a visitor passing by, 
threw them two pieces of bun, when one of them immediately jumped - 
from his perch, and before his comrade could reach either of them, 
had both secure in his beak, and had regained his former position 
on the perch, holding them until he saw his comrade at the further 

■end of the cage; he then flew down, buried one of the piedes, which ° 
he carefully covered with gravel, and, jumping back to his perch with 
the other piece, devoured it. He then hopped down for the other 
and regaining his perch a second' time, consumed that, much to the 
annoyance of his companion, whom he thus artfully and cleverly 
contrived to outwit.'

‘But constant,'says Bishop Stanley, ‘ or affectionate as they may be 
to their brood, it lasts but for a time; and as is the case with 
Eagles, and indeed almost all birds, when the young ones are suffi- 
ciently matured to take care of themselves, the old ones invariably 
drive them away and live independently. We have noticed theii 
hostility to the Jackdaws and other birds daring to intrude on their 
favourite haunts; they are themselves, however, occasionally very 
outrageous marauders on the property of others. Between Rooks and 
Ravens, if a rookery perchance is within visiting distance of a Raven's 
abode, there is eternal warfare; and no wonder, for they will venture 
to attack the very nests, and carry off the unfledged Rooks* as food 
for their own young; and those who are partial to rookeries have

e
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found it necessary to shoot tlie Ravens and destroy their nests, as 
the only effectual means of keeping peace among the Rooks. But 
notwithstanding the Raven's superior courage, he does not always 
succeed; for not only Rooks but Carrion Crows will sometimes put 

• \  them to flight. A person once heard an uncommon chattering and
clamour proceeding from a tree, and going near to learn the cause* 
observed no less than three Ravens successively issue from the tree 
followed by a single Crow, which pursued and drove them fairly off.'

'The Landlord of an inn, in Cambridgeshire, was in possession 
of a Raven which frequently went hunting with a dog that had been 
*bred up with him. On# their arrival at a cover, the dog entered,

• and drove the hares and rabbits from the thicket, whilst the Raven 
posted on the outside of the cover, seized every on© that came in 
his way, when the dog immediately hastened to his assistance, and 
by their joint efforts nothing escaped. On various . occasions the 
*Raven has proved of more use than a ferret, and has been known 
to enter a bari^with several dogs, and enjoy the sport of rat hunting.

|  Jhe  sagacity of these birds is certainly quite extraordinary, and 
might almorffc lead us to suppose that they were gifted with reasoning 
powers.’

'Generally speaking, they are solitary birds, the same pair only 
remaining together; but occasionally this is not the case, particularly 
in the northern parts of Europe, where they are more abundant* 
and are often seen in greater numbers. Thus, in the month of 

• June, 1832, a party leaving the Bay of Kirkwall, in the Orkney 
Islands, north of Scotland, counted twenty-four of these birds, pas- 
sing over their heads flying towards the north; they were very near 
to each other, and followed in the same way as Rooks usually do' in 
returning to their rookery; and about a week afterwards, twenty-six 
were observed by the same party flying to the southward.'

Mr..Thompson gives the following:—'I t  was a common practice in a 
spacious yard at Belfast to lay trains of corn for Sparrows, and to shoot 
them from a window only so far open as to afford room for the muzzle of 
the gun ; neither the instrument of destruction nor the shooter being 
visible from the outside. A tame Raven, which was a nestling when 
brought to the yard, and probably had never seen a shot fired, afforded 
evidence that it understood the whole affair. When any one appeared 
carrying a gun across the yard towards the house from which the Spar- 
rows were fired at, the Raven exhibited the utmost alarm, by hurrying off 
with all possible speed, but in a ludicrously awkward gait, to hide itself, 
screaming^ loudly all the while. Though alarmed for its own safety, this 
bird always coiffcealed itself near to and within view of the field of action; 
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the shot was hardly fired, when it darted out from its retreat, and seizing 
one of the dead or wounded Sparrows, hurried back to its hiding-place. I  
have often witnessed the whole scene/ And again, the following commu­
nicated to him by Mr. R. B all:— ( When a boy at school, a tame Raven was 
very attentive in watching our cribs or bird-traps, and when a bird was • 
taken, he endeavoured to catch it by turning up the crib, but in so doing 
the bird always escaped, as the Raven could not let go the crib in time to 
seize it. After several vain attempts of this kind, the Raven, seeing 
another bird caught, instead of going at once to the crib, went to another 
tame Raven, and induced it to accompany him, when the one lifted up 
the crib, and the other bore the poor captive of£ in triumph/

E . J .t R. Hughes, Esq., mentions one which after eating his fill, '  used , 
to conceal the remaining pieces of food under several loose stones which 
were close to his shed, and when hungry repeatedly have I  and other 
boys watched him going straight to the place where he concealed his first 
morsel, and so on to each stone in rotation/ Bishop Stanley relates of’ 
another kept at Chapel-en-le-Frith, in Derbyshire— 'th e place I  know 
it well *'— that being taken to Stockport, and kept there for twelve months^ 
on being given its liberty, after wandering about its new home a few 
weeks, it returned to its old quarters, fourteen miles distant. Abroad, 
where unmolested, they * follow the plough ■ just as do the Rooks.

Ravens often fly at a considerable height in the air, and perform various 
circling evolutions and frolicsome somersets, the male bird sometimes 
wheeling sideways in view of his mate when she is sitting, at the same 
time uttering a note intended for her to express his affection: the sound -> 
produced by the action of their wings is heard at some distance. Their 
flight is commonly steady and rather slow, made with regular flappings, 
the head and legs being drawn back, but on occasion they can fly at a 
great pace,mot approached by any other of the tribe, and venture abroad 
in the heaviest gale. They hop on the ground in a sidelong sort of 
manner, and make rapid advances, if in haste, leaping and making use of 
the help of the wings, but at other times walk sedately.

The present is a very voracious bird, and whatever the sense be by 
which the vultures are attracted to their food, by the same, in equal 
perfection, is the Raven directed to its meal, with unerring precision. It  
too is as patient of hunger as they are, but when an abundance of 
food comes in its way, like Captain Dalgetty, it makes the most of the 
opportunity, and lays in a superabundant stock of 'provant/ It  performs ' 
the same useful part that those birds do, in devouring much which might 
otherwise be prejudicial.

Live stock as well, however, it stows away; weak sheep lambs
as also poultry, it cruelly, or rather remorselessly destroys; though'
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for the most papt such as would otherwise die a natural death: hence 
its own destruction by shepherds and others, and hence again its own 
consequent shyness and resort to some place of refuge. The eggs of 
other birds it likewise eats, watching its opportunity when the owners 

• are absent, and makes free with those of hens and other poultry when 
the back of the housewife is turned, it transfixes them with its bill, 
and thus easily conveys them away: those of Cormorants even, it has 
been seen flying off with. Leverets, rabbits, rats, reptiles, young grouse, 
ducks, geese, pheasants, moles, mice, sea-urchins, shell-fish, which, 
Wilson says, it drops from a considerable height in the air on the 

• rocks, in order to break the shells, worms, insects, caterpillars, and 
\  sometimes, it is said, barley, oats, and other grain, and carrion, 

whether "fish, flesh, or fowl/ it likewise devours: the husks of grain 
are cast up by birds of the crow kind in small pellets, as also the 

># refuse of fur and feathers. I  have often seen these birds searching 
.the sea shore for such "waifs and strays/ They will feed on any 

common carrion with a dog or an otter, but will drive away the 
Hooded Crow &nd the Gull, only yielding place to the Eagle, when 

*on the ground— "Gare le Corbeau5 has no heed from him. In the case, 
however, of a large carcass there is room enough and plenty enough 
for both, and they feed in common, their local name indeed in the 
Hebrides expressing that they are convivial birds.

The Raven has been known to kill a tame duck, with whom he 
had previously been "on the best of terms/ and another, kept in an 

|  inn-yard at Antrim, used invariably to come off victor in contest with 
game cocks, avoiding their attacks, for they were sometimes the aggres­
sors, seizing them by the head, and instantly crushing them.

There are long-standing accounts of " Courts Martial9 held by these 
birds, and Rooks also, on some apparent delinquent of the tribe or 
family. Here is one :— € On a sultry summer afternoon I  was riding 
leisurely on horseback along a quiet road in Norfolk— not many miles 
distant from Norwich— when I  was startled by hearing an unusual com­
motion, within a short distance, amongst the dwellers of an adjacent 
rookery. Quietly tying up my horse to a gate, I  crawled some hundred 
feet or more to a gap in the hedge of a grass field, where a rook "" trial 
by ju ry 99 was going on. The criminal— as undoubtedly he was— at first 

. appeared very perky and jaunty, although encircled by about forty or 
•  fifty of an evidently indignant sable fraternity, and assailed by the inces­

santly vehement cawing of an outer ring, consisting of many hundreds, 
# each and all showing even greater indignation than was manifested by 

the more select number. Some crime or other had evidently been 
•committed agqfnst rook-law. Scouts, too, were hovering in all directions,

RAVEN. 275
•



but so absorbed were they that my vicinity was unheede^d. After a very 
few minutes the manner of the criminal suddenly and pwholly changed.
He bent his head, cawed weakly, as it were imploringly, and drooped his 
wings, as if pleading for mercy. It was useless. The select circle went 
in at once, and, picking him to pieces, left a mangled carcass in less time #
than I  write of it. Then they and all the rest, scouts as well, set up a sort 
of exulting screaming, and flew away, some to their neighbouring home, , 
and others, the greater number I  may say, across the fields/— (Rev. Dr.
Cox.)

Another, one of various others, is from an Alpine tourist:— ‘ Descending 
from the region of glaciers, he came upon a small secluded glen,* 
surrounded by thick cover, concealed in whieh he was enabled to con­
template a strange spectacle. Prom sixty to seventy Ravens had formed 
a circle round one of their fellows, obviously a misdemeanant, whose 
alleged delinquences they were eagerly engaged in discussing with 
infinite clatter of croaking and wing-flapping. Every now and then0 
they interrupted their debates for a brief space to listen to the. energetic 
representations of the prisoner, who conducted his o\^n defence with 
amazing fervour, the judges breaking out into a deafening chorus of 
comments’and refutations after his every statement. Presently, having 
arrived at the unanimous conclusion that the arraigned bird had failed 
to exculpate itself, they suddenly flew upon him from all sides, and 
tore him to pieces with their powerful beaks. Having thus summarily 
executed their own sentence, they dispersed, leaving the remains of the 
dead offender bestrewing the very seat of justice, as a dread warning to 
all immorally-disposed Ravens/

The note is, as is so well known, a weird harsh croak, sounding 
like curreq, cruck, crock, or cluck, a gulping sort of a note, or rather 
‘ craugh/ which former word it resembles, and is doubtless the origin 
of. It has also a different sound, uttered when manoeuvring in the 
air, and others rendered by ‘ clung,' ‘ clong/ or ‘ cung/ and ‘ whii-ur/ He 
pretty readily learns several words, like others of his tribe; in fact he 
is an adept at mimicry and ventriloquism, imitating the human voice 
to great perfection, often startling a hearer by its sudden aptness. In  
all countries, and in remote ages, his unearthly sepulchral voice and 
mourning garb fitting in with and confirming the superstition, the 
Raven has been supposed, excepting, it is said, by the American Indians, 
to be the harbinger of death, as gifted with the faculty of anticipating 
what to him might prove a feast, and with the same motive to be 
a ‘ camp follower' on the battle-field, as the shark, the like omen to % 
sailors, follows in the wake of the ship, from which some lifeless body 

* may have to be committed to the ‘ great deep/ %
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Nidification commences early, even in the coldest climates: here 
sometimes so sqpn as January, and the eggs have been taken in the 
middle of February, in which month the nest is more usually begun 
or repaired. Incubation lasts about twenty days, the male and female 

. both sit, and the former feeds, defends, and attends upon the latter. A  *»-, 
pair built in the aviary of Mr. Austen, of Croydon, in 1882. When*1! 
the young are able to fend and forage for .themselves they leave, or 
are driven away by their parents. The Raven sometimes nestles’not 
f ir  from the Eagle, but is wont to harass him, so far as pestering 
him is concerned, but it is doubtful whether 'assault and battery* is 

• actually committed. Shepherds encourage them on the above account.
\  1  Many a tree is well known in village chronicles as the Raven’ s tree, 

apd many a hill as the Raven’ s hill. I f  one of the parent birds be 
destroyed, a new partner is quickly obtained, some 'Matrimonial 

*  Agency’ being at work whose wa>s are utterly inscrutable to us. In 
. one instance, the male being shot in the morning a new mate was 

found by the widow by three o’ clock in the afternoon, and he duly 
|  ^performed the part of step-father to his step-children. Had he been 

a widower Jiimself? How did the female find out this his condition? 
or he hers? Where had he been living in the single state, and how 
did the female manage to leave her own young, or did she communicate 
with him without doing so? These are questions more easily asked 
than answered. I f  both are killed, the same locality is almost certain 
to be again tenanted by fresh lodgers. So at least it used to be in 

, the 'good old times.’

They sometimes build in the immediate vicinity of a rookery, and 
rob the nests of the young birds to feed their own with, and this to 
such an extent as even to make the parents leave the place. A t other 
times, however, the Rooks act on the defensive, or offensive even. They 
are also similarly harassed by the Oyster-catcher and the Puffin, the 
latter in defence of its eggs, for if after absence from its hole it 
should 'catch the thief with the mainour,’ it 'darts its claws into its 
breast, seizes him by the neck with its strong razor-formed bill, and 
as soon as they issue from the hole, struggling with each other, the 
Raven endeavours to ascend to the land, while the Puffin, on the 
contrary, does its best to descend to the water, and if it succeeds, 
it becomes for the most part the conqueror, for when the Raven’ s 
feathers get soaked he can no longer defend himself, and perishes.’— So 
writes the Right Rev. Dr. Stanley.

The nest, which is large, and composed of sticks, cemented together 
with mujj, and lined with roots, wool, fur, heather, and such materials,

* is placed in various situations— the clefts of the branches of tall trees,
t  -
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Church towers, caves, cliffs, and precipices. It is larger or smaller 
according to the situation. The ledge of the mausoleum in the park of 
Castle Howard, the seat of Lord Carlisle, in Yorkshire, is still re­
sorted to for the purpose, at least was when I  was in that neighbourhood, 
now years agone. Speaking of one of their nests, Bishop Stanley also . 
says, *Ours is a noble beech, about ninety feet in height, in the 
centre of a beautiful wood, from time immemorial called the Raven 
tree. A t one extremity of this wood a noisy troop of Jackdaws have 
long been accustomed to rear their progeny unmolested, provided they 
ventured not too near the sacred tree of the Ravens, in which case 
one or other of the old birds dashes upon the intruder, and the wood 5 
is in an uproar, till the incautious bird is driven off/

The eggs are four or five, six or seven, in number, of a bluish, 
variegated more or less, green colour, blotted with stains of a darker 
shade, or brown. Some have been known with only a few streaks V  
of light olive brown; others of a cream white blotted with greyish 
purple, and then with shades of deep reddish brown; others again 
spotted and speckled with dark olive brown, in some deepening to black 
with blots of greyish purple. The young are generally fledged about 
the end of March or beginning of April. They are abroad by the 
middle of May, even in the extreme north.

Male; weight, ribout two pounds eleven or twelve ounces; length, 
about two feet two inches; bill, black; iris, grey; with an outer circle 
of brown; bristles extend over more than half the bill. The whole 
plumage is black, glossed on the upper part with blue. The wings 
extend to the width of four feet four inches; the first feather is short, 
the fourth the longest, the third and fifth nearly as long, and longer 
than the second. The tail consists of twelve feathers, rounded at the 
ends, and slightly bent upwards; legs and toes, black and plated; 
claws, black and much curved.

The female is less than the male, but resembles him; weight, about 
two pounds seven ounces; length, two feet one inch; and the wings 
expanding to the width of four feet one inch. She is duller in colour.

They moult early, by the beginning of June. ' i- ,
The young are at first of a blackish colour, with some soft loose 

greyish black down.

Pied varieties occasionally have occurred, and one has been seen 
entirely white. Others more or less so from a few of the feathers to ' ’ 
the whole plumage, and the toes and claws sometimes \ follow suit/

“ Whose glossy black to shame might bring 
The plumage of the Raven’s wing.”

The la d y  of the Lake.
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BEAN DYDDYN. BEAN DYFYN, IN ANCIENT BEITI8H .

CAEEION CEOW. GOE CEOW.

GOEE CEOW. BLACK NEB. FLESH  CEOW.

C orvus corone, P e n n a n t . M o n t a g u .

C orvus— k  Crow, (Latin.) Corone— A Crow, (Greek.)

^ p H E  Carrion Crow is a small edition of the Raven. The Italian 
- L  proverb tells ns that, ‘ chi di gallina nasce convien che rozole/ 

\  ‘ as the old Cock crows, so crows the young/ and thus do we find
* it to be with these two birds, the one, as it were, a derivative of 

the other, the major comprehending the minor.
The Carrion Crow occurs throughout Europe, in Russia, Siberia, 

Germany, France, Majorca, Spain, Greece, Prussia, Austria, Hungary, 
and Italy, in Denmark, Norway, and but rarely, in Sweden, as also, 
according to Temminck, in Asia— in Cashmere, Turkestan, Mongolia, 

• and Japan. In Africa, in Algeria, Morocco, and in the Cape de Verde 
Islands. It  is found throughout England, Wales, Ireland, and Scot­
land, but less frequently in the extreme north.

In Yorkshire, as elsewhere, they are common enough, too common 
in most open and wooded districts, but less frequent in the ‘ Manu- 

1 factoring Districts/ as near Barnsley, Huddersfield, and Halifax; more 
so about Hebden Bridge.

These birds keep in pairs the whole year, and are believed to unite 
for life: more than two are seldom seen in company, unless it be when 
met over a carrion^ or while the brood remain together; the contrary, 
however, is sometimes the case. In their wild state they have been 
known occasionally to pair with the Hooded Crow; in one instance 
for two or three years in succession. It does not appear for certain 
what the progeny are like, but one nest was said to contain some young 
birds resembling one of the parents, and some the other. The male 
spiritedly defends the female when sitting, and both bravely repel any 
bird, though much larger than themselves, that may show symptoms of 
aaving a desigfo upon their young. They fearlessly assail the Raven, the 

•

• *  i
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Kite, the Buzzard, and even the Peregrine, but the last-named frequently 
makes them pay their life as the forfeit of their temerity : they roost in 
trees and on rooks. Mr. Weir, in a communication to Mr. Macgillivray, . 
relates that having shot a male at the nest, the female soon found a new 
partner, ‘ some disconsolate widower, or disappointed bachelor /  and when 

* she was likewise shot, the step-father continued single-handed to feed his 
adopted young.

The Rev. W . Waldo Cooper has known a new partner acquired thrice 
in one winter by the survivor; I  was going to say of the original pair, but 
this would be almost as difficult to decide as the ckse of the new-handled, 
and then new-bladed knife. Mr. W eir also ^ound that a pair of old 0 
birds either did not discover, or did not heed the substitution of some 
young Rooks for their young, but continued to feed their supposititious 
children as they had done their own. This bird exhibits precisely the 
same roguish propensities that the Raven does, and like him may be 
taught to imitate the human voice and a variety of sounds. It is eminent 
indeed for sagacity f all round/’

They mostly go southwards towards autumn, in small flocks, to 
separate again on* their return to their several breeding places.

‘ The Carrion Crow/ says Mr. Weir, in a communication to Mr. 
Macgillivray, ‘ is very easily tamed, and is strongly attached to the 
person who brings him up. I  kept one for two years and a half. It  
flew round about the neighbourhood, and roosted every night on the trees 
of my shrubbery. A t whatever distance he was, as soon as he heard my 
voice, he immediately came to me. He was very fond of being caressed, 0 
but should any one, except myself, stroke him on the head or back, he 
was sure to make the blood spring from their fingers. He seemed 
to take a very great delight in pecking the heels of bare-footed youths. 
The more terrified they were, the more did his joy seem to increase. 
Even the heels of my pointers, when he was in his merry mood, did not 
escape his art of ingeniously tormenting. His memory was astonishing. 
One Monday morning, after being satiated with food, he picked up a mole, 
which was lying in the orchard, and hopped with it into the garden.
I  kept out of his sight, as he seldom concealed anything when he thought- 
you observed him. He covered it so nicely with earth, that upon the 
most diligent search I  could not discover where he had put it. A s  his 
wings had been cut to prevent him from flying over the wall into the 
garden, he made many a fruitless attempt during the week to get in fet'' 
the door. On Saturday evening, however, it having been left open, I  saw 
him hop to the very spot where the mole had been so long hid, and, to 
my surprise, he came out with it in the twinkling of an eye/ 'Q A  single 
Crow has been known to drive awav three Ravens.
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The following*is from the Right Reverend Dr. Stanley, Bishop of Nor­
wich :— ‘ He soon becomes quite familiar, and distinguishes, at a glance, 
a stranger from one of his friends; and, even after a long absence, will 
recollect those from whom he has received kindness. A  gentleman had 

| reared one, and kept it for a long time, but at length it disappeared, and 
was supposed to have been killed; when, to his great surprise, about a 
year afterwards, as he was walking out, a Crow, flying over his head, in 
company with others, left them, and, flying towards him, perched on 
his shoulder. He soon recognised the bird to be his lost favourite * 
but, though the Crow appeared very glad to see itB old master, it 

0 seemed to have learned Jhe value of liberty, and would not allow itself 
. to be caught; and at last, looking up after its companions, again took 

wing, and was never seen or heard of more/
‘ In the northern parts of Scotland, and in the Ferroe Islands,

* extraordinary meetings of Crows are occasionally known to occur. They 
• collect in great numbers, as if they had been all summoned for the

occasion; a few of the flock sit with drooping heads, and others seem
# as grave as judges, while others again are exceedingly active and 

noisy; in the course of about an hour they disperse, and it is not 
uncommon, after they have flown away, to find one or two left dead 
on the spot. Another writer says, that these meetings will sometimes 
continue for a day or two, before the object, whatever it may be, is jj 
completed. Crows continue to arrive from all quarters during the 
session. A s soon as they have all arrived, a very general noise ensues,

• and, shortly after, the whole fall upon one or two individuals,* and 
put them to death: when this execution has been performed, they 
quietly disperse/

Its flight is not lofty, and is generally sedate and direct, performed 
by regular flappings. Its walk too resembles that of the Raven.

The Crow feeds on all sorts of animal food, alive and dead, and its 
sense of perception, whatever it be, is as acute as that of the Raven.
It  is a most predaceous bird, and a fell and relentless destroyer of any 
creature it can master, young lambs, among which it often does much 
damage, leverets, young rabbits, pigeons, ducks, and the young of game 
and poultry, Crustacea, fish, shell-fish, which it breaks open by letting fall 
from a height upon the rocks, following closely after them, and if it does 
not succeed the first time, it goes up higher and drops it again, as 

f  instinctively conscious of the greater effect— the result of the attraction 
of gravity; as also at times fruit, such as cherries, vegetables, grain,

# berries, potatoes, tadpoles, frogs, snakes, insects, eggs of all birds, 
which it# either transfixes with, or holds in its bill, and so removes, 
walnuts, in fact anything. Waterton, however, has shown that for nine 
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or ten months in the year it does much good. They frequently collect 
great heaps of shells on their favourite hillocks, which <&re often at some 
distance from the sea. One which carried off a duckling from a pond, 
in its bill, was observed to kill it by walking forwards and backwards , 
over it; another was seen to seize and kill a Sparrow engaged at the 
moment in inducing its young ones to fly; Montagu saw one chase and 
pounce at a Pigeon, like a Hawk, and strike another dead from the roof 
of a barn. These birds will hide any redundant food for a future occasion, 
and Colonel Montagu noticed a pair of them thus removing small fish 
left by the tide above high water mark. He also saw another make 
repeated pounces in a field where the grass wg,s long, at some animal,0 
which raised itself on its hind legs, and defended itself stoutly; it proved 
to be a leveret: a small one has been seen to be carried off in the air by 
one of these birds. They will sometimes hover over the water to seize 
fish* or anything at the top. Mr. Hogg saw one dart out at, and chase, 
but unsuccessfully, a Grouse, which his approach had been the means of j  
rescuing from the talons of a large Hawk. Bishop Stanley also records 
an instance of a small rabbit, which weighed from half to three-quarters^ o 
of a pound, having been caught up and carried away across 6wo or three 
fields. They will seize on a bird just shot by a gunner, if they can.
Two Crows will often contend together for a prize which one of them 
has found, its discovery not being kept secret, but loudly proclaimed. 
Nature was the same in the time of the old poet as now :—

‘ Tacitus pasci, si posset corvus, haberet 
Plus dapis, et rixse multo minus invidiseque/

The Crow is often garrulous like the Magpie, and its note is a croak 
like that of the Raven, but hoarser. I t  caws on moonlight nights. I t  
has a great variety of tones of its voice, almost giving the notion that it 
is carrying on a sort of conversation with another of its kind, or talking 
to itself. I t  is, I  think, worthy of remark, and I  have never seen it 
remarked before, that nearly all the Latin names of birds of the Crow 
kind have the same commencement, as Corvus, Corone, Cornix, and 
Cornicula,. to which also the English words, to crow and to croak, 
pertaining to the same word, have a resemblance. I  imagine that the . 
former are derivatives from the note of the bird, and not, as conjectured 
by Messrs. Liddell and Scott, in their Latin and English Dictionary, 
from ‘coronos* curved, bent, ‘corone* being in its secondary significa­
tion ‘anything hooked or curved like a Crow's bill/ The Reverse I  
rather think to be the case, and the note of the Crow^the origin o f0
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its name, and D£>t its name given to it from a word derived from the 
shape of its bill# In  fact the bill, except in the case of the Chough, 
is not much curved, and possibly the word ‘curved* may have been 

♦•hence derived,—but I  have not much space for etymology; ‘ Revenons
• & nos moutons.*

Nidification begins' the end of February, or beginning of March, • 
both birds helping to make the nest. They begin building almost 
before daylight, and only work for an hour or two, and then stop 
for the day. They are from four to six days in making the nest. The 
same building spot is regularly visited year after year, and century 

jx # after century, it is said.* When the young have become fully fledged 
• and are .able to provide for themselves, the parent birds drive them 

away from the neighbourhood.
The nest is built in rocks or in trees, generally high up, and is

•  made of sticks firmly cemented with clay, and lined with roots, and 
• again with straw, wopl, moss, fur, hair, or anything else that is soft:

the latter th e #Crows pull for the purpose from the backs of animals.
• * I t  is almost always lined with cow-hair, and is built of the materials

just' mentioned, or strong heath, if it can be had, in perference to 
sticks. I t  is also not unusually built in thorn bushes, where tall trees 
are not plentiful, and even sometimes in the lower parts of such, not 
more than a dozen feet from the ground, also occasionally, even on the 
ground itself. They never, as a rule, use the same nest twice. They are 
very careful in approaching it, and do so by four or more separate 

I flights, first to a tree near the side of the wood parallel to the tree 
it is on, some three hundred yards off; then after a few moments to 
another a good way nearer, and so gradually edge in to the nest. In 
like manner they leave it in a very surreptitious manner on the least 
sign of any approach.

I t  is usually concealed as much as may be, for instance, among 
the topmost branches of a larch fir tree, but if not, it is placed on 
some bough near to the trunk of the tree, or in the cleft formed by 
the main branches. The Rev. R. P. Alington has sent me a drawing 
of one. A pair built on the ground in one of the Fern Islands, and 
their nest was made of pieces of turf laid one upon another, and lined 
with wool, all brought from the mainland four or five miles distant.
The Rev. W . Waldo Cooper has known a nest repaired the second year, 
xhe same spot is regularly revisited year after year and century after 
century by generation after generation.

The eggs, four to six in number, are pale bluish green, spotted and
• spreckl«d with grey and brown; some are pale blue undertinted with 

grey. Janies Dalton, Esq., of Worcester College, Oxford, has one of
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a bright blue, without any spots, all the others in the nest having 
been of the usual colour. The last laid appears to be always lighter l 
than the others.

Male; weight about nineteen ounces; length, one foot eigbt to ten It 
inches; bill, black, covered at the base by bristly feathers turned 
downwards; the chin distends when filled with food which is retained 
there; iris, dark brown. The whole plumage is black, glossed with 
blue and green, but the edges of the feathers on the back are without 
the burnish, reflecting shades of metallic green. The wings expand 
to the width of three feet five inches; the first feather is half the 
length o f '’the fourth, the second one inch shorter than the fourth, the ' 
third and fourth nearly equal, the latter the longest in the w i n t h e  
fifth scarcely shorter than the third, the sixth the same as the thirdo 
The tail, nearly square at the end, and shorter in proportion than 
the Raven's; legs, toes, and claws, black.

The female resembles the male; length, one foot six to eight inches; 0 , 
the wings, in width three feet two to three feet four inches.

The young in the first year have less of the metallic lustre on the 
-back. o

I  have heard from Mr. George Johnson, of Melton Ross, Lincolnshire, 1 
of a white Crow, and another a deep chesnut. One has been met 
with, having the upper and lower bills crossed. Another with the 
greater wing coverts white.

“ To the raw boy whose shaft and bow 
Were yet scarce terror to the crow.”

The Lady o f the Lake,
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HOODED CROW.

BRAN YR IWERDDON, IN ANCIENT BRITISH.

ROYSTON CROW. GREY CROW. GREY-BACKED CROW. SCARE-CROW.
• HOODY. DUN CROW. BUNTING CROW.

* • ;
Corvus comix, L innaeus. G m e l in . Corvus cinerea, Br is s o n . R a y .

| Corvus—A Crow. Com ix—A Crow.
»

T H IS species has obtained the specific name given by the Romans 
to some bird of the Crow kind, deemed of unlucky omen— 

the ' sinistra cornix.5
I t  is found in Europe—in Denmark, Sweden, Norway, the Ferroe 

Islands, Iceland, Germany, Greece, and the Archipelago, Italy, Holland, 
and Russia. In Asia, in Siberia, Afghanistan, Persia, Palestine, 
Egypt, and in Asia Minor. I t  occurs throughout England; Ireland, 
as in Wicklowy and the county of Cork in the south, where they 

. breed on the low cliffs near Cuskinnay, by Queenstown, the charming 
seat of my late excellent friend Sampson French, Esq.; and Scotland. 
In  Devonshire it is rare, so too in Cornwall. Also in Guernsey and 
Sark. ' '

In this country these birds are migratory, frequenting the south 
only in the winter, arriving in October, and returning in April: Mr. 
Graham, of Brighton, saw two at Portslade, near there, in August, 
1872. In  Yorkshire, it is common along the coast, and for some 
twenty miles further inland. I t  has been met with at Keresforth, 
near Barnsley, and in the grounds of Walton Hall, the seat of C. 
Waterton, Esq., near Wakefield; also near York, Sheffield, Thorne, and 
Doncaster. Mr. Allis states that Mr. Samuel Routh, of Hexthorpe, 
has a single individual which has located itself on his premises for 

* twenty winters past. In  the Isle of W ight it is rarely seen. In 
Oxfordshire one was shot near Grimsbury. In  the north of Scotland, 

3 and the Hebrides, Orkney, and Shetland Islands, they are stationary, 
9 but in t ie  south they partake of the habits of the Southrons. Mr. 

* Selby is of opinion that those which appear in the south have come 
■ •
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over from Norway and Sweden, as they generally ,arrive with the 
first flight of the Woodcocks, taking advantage of a* north-east wind.
His reason for the supposition is, that there is no apparent diminution 
in the number of those in the north at the time; but such a calculation 
cannot be accurately made, and unless there were any apparent simul- • 
taneous increase of the numbers in the north, the argument would 
hardly be conclusive, for it is not to be supposed that, foreign birds 
of the same kind as those which frequent the north of the kingdom, 
would migrate westwards from the same, or a still further parallel of 
latitude only to the south of it. There should be a ‘parallel passage’ 
of all alike. #

The habits of this bird resemble those of the preceding oije, except 
that it more confines itself to the sea-shore and the adjacent line of 
country, about a dozen miles inland, following also the course of tidal 
rivers and estuaries, on whose banks it finds its food, sometimes as t  
much as twenty miles, or even thirty, up the country. •

They are somewhat shy, but nevertheless may be approached pretty 
nearly. v / / /

The young are conducted about by their parents for a few weeks 
after leaving the nest.

They may be frequently observed in the immediate company of 
sheep, on whose backs they alight with mutual apparent satisfaction 
or apathy. They roost singly in trees where there are any, but when 
on their migration, in companies, setting off early in the morning at 
the voice of their leader or leaders. They rarely molest other birds, • 
and are themselves left generally undisturbed.

They are to be seen in larger or smaller companies of every possible 
variety of number. On the east coast of Jura, one of the western 
islands of Scotland, as many as five hundred were seen together after 
a storm. In  the Easfc-Riding of Yorkshire, I  generally see them in 
small flocks of half a dozen or a dozen. A pair are said to have,built 
near King’s Lynn, in Norfolk, in 1816, but this is the only instance 
that seems to have occurred so far south. Near Scarborough, in York­
shire, a few pairs have bred. In  one instance indeed, on a large tree 
at Hackness, a pair they were not, for one was a Carrion Crow, and 
the other a Hooded Crow. The former was shot by the gamekeeper, 1 
and the next year the female returned with a black partner. He and 
his progeny, some of which resembled their male parent, and othefs * 
the female, were shot; she, by cunning, managed to keep out of harm’s 
way, and the third year returned again with a fresh mate. This time, * 
however, she was herself shot, and is now preserved in the Scarborough 
Museum. Some have supposed, from repeated instancesvof this k in d /
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that this specie^ and the Crow are identical. But, as Mr. Macgillivray 
observes, the two species. must be considered distinct; not so much for 
his first reason, that great numbers of the Grey Crow may be seen 
in one tnact and not one of the Carrion Crow, as for the two better 

• ones, that in districts inhabited by both they keep separate, and 
thafr* the Carrion Crow is a very wild and shy bird, while the Grey 
Crow is not at all so, comparatively, and the former you see singly or 
in pairs, but the latter in flocks of greater or less size. Their frequent 
pairing together is indeed a remarkable and unaccountable circumstance, 
for excepting in colour, there is no apparent difference between them,

* nor has any internal distinction been discovered by Mr. Macgillivray* s 
accurate dissections. Two have thus been known to have done for 
several successive seasons, but whether the same or fresh pairs could 
not be asserted. The old nest was not repaired, nor was the same

i tree always built in. The brood were -• of both species, and in the
• first ^oung pair noticed the female was the Hooded Crow and the
male the Crow. So again another pair at Aroquhar on Loch Long,

, for three or four years in succession. The extent of the grey colour
in the Hooded Crow varies, however, considerably, and this may rather 
be taken as an.argument the other way. Mr. Macgillivray, indeed, men­
tions this in speaking of the calleged* pairing together of both species, 
which fact he would rather seem to throw a doubt upon as preventing any 
recognition of hybrids as derived from the two, but in the instances I  
have spoken of the young birds are said to have been some of one kind 

, in appearance, and in some of the other. 'Ibrida quo pacto sit* is 
truly a mystery. I  have had the following singular account from Mr. 
Harry Penn, of Mallow, in the county of Cork. He wrote— € A curious 
incident occurred three years ago. I  took some eggs from the nest 
of a Hooded Crow, which she then forsook, and took possession and 
laid her eggs beside those of a Kestrel, so that when I  climbed the 
tree some weeks afterwards, I  found both Crows and Falcons eggs. 

■ side by side. I  took one of each, and have them in my collection.
Its  flight is sedate and slow, accomplished by regular flaps of the 

wings, but it can proceed faster if so it pleases. It also walks in 
a staid and stately manner, as I  have seen it on the lawn in front 
of my house, comporting with its grave aspect.

The sea shore, with its ebbing and flowing tide, furnishes their 
* main support, in sand-worms and other kindred matters: they also 

plunder the nests of sea-fowl, and are said occasionally to destroy 
young lambs, leverets, and poultry, as well as eggs, so that in the 

0 Orkney ̂ and Shetland Islands rewards, at the rate of twopence a head,
were paid tjy the parish officers for them up to the year 1835. They 
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also eat fish, crabs, shell-fish, caterpillars, grain, anfl, among other
matters, insects and their larvae, frogs and other reptiles. No animal
substance comes amiss to them, and it is only stern necessity that
makes them at all put up with a vegetable diet. They resort to the
same mode as does the Carrion Crow of breaking shell-fish open. Thus
Selby says, ‘I  have repeatedly observed one of these birds soar up-^to a
considerable height in the air, with a cockle or mussel in its bill,
and then drop it upon the rock in order to obtain the intended fish/
Sir Charles Anderson, Bart, also has written me word that he has

1 • * often seen them do this.
The note too resembles that of the Crow^but is rather more shrill 0

I t  has two tones; the one grave, the other more acute, something
like the syllables 'crea ' or ‘craa.*

Hooded Crows do not build in companies, like the Rooks, but 
separately, like the Carrion Crows.

The nest, which is large, is sometimes placed in trees, but mostly %
in the clefts and chasms of rocks and hill sides, generally by the sea,
and is composed of sticks, roots, stalks, or heather, and lined with , 
wool, feathers, and hair. They have been known to build on the \ 
wood-work under a bridge, and on a mound of earth in a field; also, 
at other times on the ground.

The eggs, from four to six in number, but generally five, are light 
bluish green, mottled all over with greenish brown and pale purple 
grey. They vary much.

Male; weight, about twenty-two ounces; length, one foot seven or 
eight inches, or a trifle over; bill, bright black, the basal half covered 
with stiff feathers; iris, dark brown. Head on the sides, neck in front, 
chin, and throat, bright bluish black, with a tint of purple blue and 
green farthest down in the centre; breast, nape, and back, grey, with 
a tinge of purple blue, the shafts of the feathers dark, but much more . 
decisively so in some specimens than in others. The wings, which 
extend to  the width of three feet three inches, have the first feather 
three inches shorter than the second, which is one inch shorter than 
the third, the third a little shorter than the fourth, which is the longest 
in the wing; primaries, ten, bright black glossed with green; Second­
aries, twelve, bright black»with a tinge of purple; tertiaries, bright 
black; greater wing coverts, glossed with green; lesser wing coverts, 
black with a tinge of purple. Tail, bright black with a purple, blue^ 
and greenish gloss, rounded at the end; legs and toes, bright black, 
and plated; claws, bright black.

The female is less than the male, the black less extended? on the * 
neck in front, and the grey of her plumage is tinged with brown.
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Young birds |r e  at first covered with blackish grey down. They 
afterwards are black all over, with the exception of a broad band of 
dull grey on the front half of the body and the back of the neck* 
gradually # the grey extends and becomes paler, and the black more 

• glossed with reflections. Selby says, "sometimes this bird varies in 
coloring, and is found entirely white or black/ The Rev. G. Gordon 
too, writes, "the grey parts of the plumage are occasionally found 
shading through brown, down in some individuals to pure black 
which when they mate with others of the ordinary colour, have been 
regarded by some as Carrion Crows/

•
• 0 ""Observe the lurking Crow.”

# dyer.

i U •
m

• ROOK.
• •

»
YDFRAN, IN ANCIENT BRITISH.

Corvus frugilegus, L innaeus. Gmelin. Comix frugilega, Brisson. Com ix
nigra frugilega , Ray. Willughby.

• Corvus—A Crow. Frugilegus. Fruges— Fruits. Lego—To collect or gather.

TH E Rook is a native of most of the temperate regions of Europe 
and Asia, as those between the Black Sea and the Caspian, the 

Caucasian range, Persia, India, Cashmere, Afghanistan, Palestine, the 
Crimea, and in Siberia. In  Africa, inJEgypt, and Liberia, and is found 
in Japan, according to M. Temminck. Latham says that it does not 
occur in the Channel Islands, though it does in Prance; also in Den­
mark, Sweden, Russia, Belgium, Holland, Norway, Spain, Finland, 
Bohemia, Bavaria, Silesia, and other countries of the former continent, 
either as settlers or stragglers. I t  is, perhaps, more abundant in 
England, I  mean in the United Kingdom, than in any other part of 
the world, but decreases in numbers towards the .extreme north, and|  J r  _ _ _
ii not found in Orkney or Shetland, the Hebrides, and the Ferroe 
Isles, except as occasional visitants from the mainland, but then some­
times in. large numbers. I t  is only of late years that colonies have 

• established themselves on the West Coast of Scotland, and the 
Western Islands. They are least numerous in the manufacturing 
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parts of the country, but a few small colonies still exist near Halifax, 
in Yorkshire, and doubtless in other places.

There are two opinions as to the bare, space at the base of the bill 
in these birds; some contending that it is natural, and others that it 
is caused by the thrusting of the bill into the ground in search of 
food. I  cannot myself but lean to the former theory of the fact, ^nd 
for it I  give the following reasons conclusively, to my mind, set forth 
by the Rev. W. Waldo Cooper, of West Rasen, Lincolnshire, in 'The 
Naturalist/ No. 3, pages 5 3-54 :— 'F irst, though the Rook is a great 
delver, yet he does not at all seasons dig equally, and at some seasons 
so little, as to allow the feathers to grow, at least partially, were 
abrasion the 'sole* cause of their absence. Secondly, the mode of his 
digging is not such as to cause much abrasion. Thirdly, I  have never 
seen or heard of a specimen, not kept in confinement, in which this 
process was taking place; that is, the feathers ' damaged only' by # 
digging. Fourthly, the operation' of abrasion must be painful, and it |  
must be continued; so that the poor bird must be put to torture every 
time he digs deep after a worm or a grub; and this I  cannot but m 
consider as inconsistent with the universal tender-kindn^s of that 
Almighty Being, who has ordered him to seek so large a portion of 
his food below the surface of the earth. Fifthly, the Carrion Crow; 
and the Jackdaw, which are also great diggers, never exhibit, as far 
as I  know, any signs of abrasion. Sixthly, the exact correspondence 
of the line of denudation in all the specimens I  have examined, points 
rather to natural, than to artificial causes/

Rooks are strictly gregarious in all their habits, and are thus iden­
tified with the 'corvus' of the Romans: they addict themselves to 
cultivated districts, build together in trees, and consort in like manner 
in search of food throughout the year. They mix freely, when feeding, 
with Jackdaws, and even Gulls, as also with Starlings, Fieldfares, and 
Missel Thrushes. The same colonies, however, admit of no influx of * 
strangers; none but natives-bom are made free of their society—their 
freedom is that of birth. They breed on the same trees and occupy 
the same nests from year to year; if, however, the trees give symptoms 
of decay, they are quitted for sounder ones, and it has even been 
observed that they have forsaken some, the bark of which had been 
peeled off preparatory to their being felled. Strange stories are told, 
one in my neighbourhood, of their following the fortunes of owners 
who have left their dwelling-places, and of their having through some 
mysterious instinct, abandoned their rookeries near a mansion when 
the house was about to be pulled down, or even to be left untenanted.
I t  is related in Evelyn's 'Memoirs,' that in the winter of 1658. the
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severest ever known in England, some of these birds were taken with 
their feet frozen*to their prey.

The quotation already made from the son of Sirach, applies in an 
especial manner to the Rook; though only peculiarly to him, insomuch 
as he has beep an especial object for ignorance to blame, as if guilty 
of vtist injury to the rfarming interest/ I  shall not occupy space to 
disprove so futile an idea. I  can fill the pages of the ‘ History of 

.British Birds’ with much more worthy matter than an unnecessary 
disproof of an idle and sweeping assertion. Suffice it to say that 
granting that some mischief is caused, as there no doubt is, by these 

. birds, it is far more thagi counterbalanced by the good that they indis- 
• putably apd manifestly effect. Thus they have been accused of destroying 

the grass by pulling it by the roots, but it has been observed that in 
such cases it is only the blades that have been already loosened by 

* insects that they disturb in search of these, and so check their ravages. 
•Thus^gain in Craven, in Yorkshire, a flight of locusts once caused 
great alarm, bjit the Rooks came in from all quarters by thousands 

» ^  and tens of thousands, and soon devoured them. So another time the » 
like happened with a multitude of caterpillars on the top of Skiddaw. 
‘And in a further instance in our own county; on some very large farms 
in Devonshire, the proprietors determined a few summers ago to try 
the result of offering a great reward for the heads of Rooks, but the 
issue proved destruction to the farms, for nearly the whole of the crops 
failed for three successive years, and they have since been forced to 

* import Rooks and other birds to-restock their farms with/ The like 
took place in a southern county. James Stuart Menteath, Esq., of 
Closeburn Hall, Dumfriesshire, also published a pamphlet on the subject. 
‘We remember/ says Bishop Stanley, ‘a few years ago, seeing, for 
several days, a flight of Rooks regularly resorting to a field close to 
the house; and, on walking over it, .observed that the whole surface 
was covered with uprooted stems of one particular plant, and on looking 
more narrowly it was ascertained that many of those still untouched 
were of an unhealthy yellow appearance, and that to these alone the 
Rooks seemed to direct their attention; and, on still closer examination, 
the roots of each of these unhealthy plants were found to have been 
attacked by a small grub, which at once accounted for the daily presence 

: of these sable visitants/
They are wary in their ways, but yet when ‘ following the plough,’ 

o f  engaged with their nests or young, are much the contrary.
I t is a pleasant sight in the country to see at a certain hpur every 

* # evening/ later or earlier, gradually, day by day, the rooks returning
in fmea6ure<  ̂ time’ to their roost, when ‘going home,’ keeping to the
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self-same track through the air, varied only according to the season 
of the year, a little on this side or on that, and when they, do arrive 
at their journey’s end, if you have been beforehand to watch them, 
what a deafening cawing is there, and what a variety of sounds, what 
a dashing about in every direction, what a wheeling and diving, what 
a contention, apparently for places, what order among seeming disorder, 
what a certain settlement in the end of every dispute about a place.
Is the vocabulary of their language understood among themselves, and 
how is the government of their community managed; who is the leader, 
and which are the led?

They are constant and strenuous in their pursuit of hawks, chasing 0 
them in the most persevering manner, dashing at them in the air and 
following their evolutions both upwards and downwards. Why and 
wherefore is altogether unaccountable. I  have known them come to 
my sister's window at Beverley to partake of the food placed there for  ̂
small birds. V)

They walk in somewhat of a stately manner, and anon hop along 
sideways in an odd sort of way. ' - ̂

In  the latter part of the year they may at times be seen diving 
down in a frantic frolicsome manner from a great height in the air, 
with closed wings, sweeping out whetf approaching a tree or the ground, 
as if just in time to save themselves from being dashed to pieces. The 
rushing sound of the pinions of a number together, for the manoeuvre 
is performed in companies, being audibly heard, seeming at times like the 
noise of a sudden gust as of a ‘ rushing mighty w ind/ is almost startling, o 
This movement, I  believe, is popularly considered to betoken and to 
be the forerunner of rain, but it certainly is not always followed by 
this consequence, at all events not immediately. Frequently, however, 
high winds which are its precursors are thus as it were foreshown.

The food of the Rook consists of the larvae of cockchaffers, and 
those of other insects, beetles, moths, and wire-worms,, snails, slugs, 
and worms, and even the eggs of small birds, as also beech nuts,, 
seeds, berries, roots of grasses, newly-planted potatoes, and other fruits 
and grains: especially when laid by wind and wet, ‘fruges consumere 
nati/ as their specific name imports, and in hard -weather, turnips, 
though I  believe for insects within them, as likewise shell-fish, Crus­
tacea, lizards, fish and carrion. In  the autumn they pluck and , * 
frequently bury acorns in the earth, and probably walnuts and fir cones'? 
which they likewise carry off, provident, it is thought, of a season bi 
want. Thus 'Deus pascit corvos/ A few cherries and walnuts will 
at times be pilfered, and newly-sown grain requires to be weli looked * • 
after, as they burrow it out when sprouting, leaving the beard to
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perish. There ip however no manner of doubt that, as I  said, they 
do far more good than harm by their consumption of noxious insects. 
I t  is in time of drought that they are obliged to take to eggs and 
such like*

• fThe supposition/ says Bishop Stanley, ‘that Rooks live entirely upon 
grrnn, so far from being the case, is very much the reverse ; for they 
prefer an insect diet, if not altogether, at least to a great extent/

‘Fresh-planted potatoes are, for a time, in jeopardy; but when they 
have fairly sprouted, the Rook’s depredations are suspended till the 
season for digging them up, when a trifling loss may be sustained 

, by their carrying off ajEew of such smaller ones as they can conve- 
» niently gjrasp in their bills.
. > Such are the depredations which may be fairly laid to their account;

but, nevertheless, we feel quite certain, that on striking a fair balance,
* the advantage will be in favour of preserving the Rooks, and that, if 

t everyB. nest were pulled to pieces, the farmers would soon do all in 
their power to induce the old birds to rebuild them; finding out, when 

i ^  too late, that their crops might suffer the fate which befell an entire 
district in ^Germany, and which was once nearly deprived of its corn- 
harvest, by an order to kill the Rooks having been generally obeyed, 
the immediate consequence being an increase of grubs and their depre­
dations. For, allowing that the Rook may do an occasional injury to 
the husbandman, it confers benefits in a far greater proportion, and 
to an extent of which few are aware. Some of our readers, who live 

• in the southern counties, know full well how the air, on a summer’s 
evening, swarms with cockchaffers, and other insects of the beetle 
tribe; but, unless they are naturalists, they do not know that each of 
those cockchaffers or beetles has been living under-ground for no less 
than from three to four years, in the form of a large whitish grub, 
devouring incessantly the tender roots of grasses, and every description 
of grain; and that it is in search of them the Rooks flock round the 
ploughshare, and, thrusting their bills into the loosened earth, devour 
these ruinous root^eaters by thousands and tens of thousands. So 
injurious are they, indeed, in favourable seasons, that the sum of £25 
was once allowed to a poor farmer in Norfolk as a compensation for his 
losses; and the man and his servant declared that they had actually 

4 gathered eighty bushels of cockchaffers. In  France, again, many pro­
vinces were so ravaged by grubs, that a premium was offered by 
government for the best mode of ensuring their destruction; and yet, 
singularly enough, so little were the people acquainted with the real

* # and befct mode of stopping the mischief, that when their dreadful
Revolution ^broke out, accompanied with murder and bloodshed which 

*
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can never be forgotten, the country people, amongst^ other causes ̂ of 
dissatisfaction with their superiors, alleged their being fond of having 
rookeries near their houses; and, in one instance, a mob of these mis­
guided and ignorant people proceeded to the residence of thq, principal 

|  gentleman in their neighbourhood, from whence they dragged him, and • 
hung his body upon a gibbet, after which they attacked the rookery, 
and continued to shoot the Rooks amidst loud acclamations.

I t  is scarcely necessary to name the wire-worm as one of the greatest 
scourges to which farmers are exposed; and yet it is to the Rook chiefly, 
if not entirely, that they can look for a remedy. Cased in its hard 
shelly coat, it eats it way into the heart of t]ie roots of corn, and is 
beyond the reach of weather, or the attacks of other insects^ or small .
birds, whose short and softer bills cannot penetrate the recesses of :
its secure retreat, buried some inches below bhe soil. The Rook alone 
can do so; if watched, when seen feeding in a field of sprouting wheat, £
the heedless observer will abuse him, when he sees him jerking up •
root after root of the rising crop; but the careful observer will, if he 
examines minutely, detect, ill many of these roots, the cell of a wire- ^  % 
worm, in its silent and under-ground progress, inflicting death on 
stems of many future grains. Their sagacity, too, in discovering that 
a field of wheat, or a meadow, is suffering from the superabundance 
of some devouring insect, is deserving of notice. W hether they find 
it out by sight, smell, or some additional unknown sense, is a mystery; 
but that they do so is a fact beyond all contradiction.

We remember, a few years ago, seeing for several days a flight • 
of Rooks regularly resorting to a field close to* the house; and, on 
walking over it, observed that the whole surface was covered with 
uprooted stems of one particular plant, and on looking more narrowly 
it was ascertained that many of those still untouched were of an un­
healthy yellow appearance, and that to these alone the Rooks seemed 
to direct their attention; and, on still closer examination, the roots of 
each of these unhealthy plants were found to have been attacked by 
a small grub, which at once accounted for the daily presence of these 
sable visitants.

We often hear persons congratulating themselves on a deep snow, 
a hard frost, or dry weather, as the surest means of destroying insects; 
whereas it is just the reverse. A hard frost, or a deep snow, or a 
dry summer, are the very best protection they can have, and for thirf 
reason: the Rooks and other birds cannot reach that innumerable ho$t 
which pass the greatest part of their existence under-ground. In  
vain the hungry Rook, in a hard frost, looks over a fine failow, or o « 
a field of new-sown wheat. He may be seen sitting on a Jjare bough,

•
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like Tantalus, in#the midst of plenty beyond his reach, with his feathers 
ruffled up, casting every now and then an anxious glance over the 
frozen surface, beyond the power of even his strong beak to penetrate.
His situation is much the same in dry springs or summers, when he 
may be seen walking up and down by the sides of highways, picking 
up Vhat he can get. In  the hot summer of 1825, many of the young 
broods of the season are reported to have been starved, the mornings 
were without dew, and consequently few or no worms were to be 
obtained, and they were found dead under the trees, having expired 
on their roostings. I t  was quite distressing, says an eye-witness to 

5 hear the constant clamouj of the young for food. The old birds seemed 
to suffer without complaint; but the wants of their famishing offspring 
were expressed by unceasing cries. Yet, amidst all this distress, it 
was pleasing to observe the perseverance of the old ones in the 
endeavour to relieve their perishing families; for many of them remained 
>out, searching for food, long after their accustomed roosting time; and 
then, adds this interesting writer, 'th e  Rook became a plunderer/ 
and dreadful havoc took place in the potato fields, where whole lines 
were afteryeards seen broken up, in consequence of the visits of the 
suffering Rooks/

The 'caw ' of the rook needs no description. There is something 
singularly pleasing in the harsh sound in the beautiful sunny days of 
September and October, whether it be from a peculiar state of the air 
in the still time, or an inflection of the note itself, I  know not, but 
certain it is that so it is, to me at all events, and I  doubt not to other 
observers; but though it be plain, who is there that does not love to 
hear it? Who does not bring back pleasant old thoughts of days 
gone by in harmony and unison with it, monotonous though it sounds?
W hat a concourse of sounds comes in the evening from thousands of 
throats when the birds are settling down to rest for the night; but it 
is a pleasant jangle to those who have an ear for it, though but a 
jangle after all.

In  the autumnal months you may hear -a passing bird uttering a 
note that resembles the bark of a small dog, and also at times perched 
on the bough of a tree one may be heard mumbling a very curious 
language, and at the same time bowing and bending in a most 
grotesque manner. So, too, when engaged with their young, they 

, Aiurmur a variety of soft notes, expressive no doubt of their feelings 
afc the time, and a dull low croak when sitting on the eggs, possibly 
when hearing some passing sound. Rooks caw when engaged in 

|  building) their nests, even on moonlight nights. They have consider­
able powers of mimicry; Hewitson heard one take off the notes of the
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Jackdaw, and Mr. Macgillivray mentions having repeatedly listened to 
another which imitated so remarkably well the barking of several dogs 
in the village, that had it been placed out of view it would have been 
impossible to have discovered the deception. *

Early in March, after a previous preparation in February, or even <> 
in January, the nests of the previous year are begun to be r e p a id ,  
and some new ones are necessarily built by the young of that date. 
Repairs indeed, though without any definite object, so far at least as 
appears to us, are made months before, even in the late autumn and 
winter. They have been known to begin to build on the 16th. of 
February, and to repair the nests so late^ as the latter end of * 
November. A pair hatched and reared a nest of young at Felton in « 
Northumberland, in November, 1883. In  1817 a pair built and had egg* 
in the same month, at Lea near Gainsborough, the seat of Sir 0. 
Anderson, Bart. Two Rooks have frequently been seen carrying a 9 
stick between them for the nest; but only when near it, so as for® 
neither to be absent more than a minute or two, in order that 
they may not be robbed by others of their place. The *male diligently ^  
feeds the female, and occasionally takes her place on the $ggs. The 
young are hatched by the middle of April, and fledged by the latter 
end of May, about the 20th., or the beginning of June; and second 
broods are sometimes produced as late as November, but possibly 
they should be considered rather as early than late ones. One such 
instance I  was informed of in October, 1877, by Mrs. Lovell Reeve, 
of the Cottage, Gilston, near Harlow, but a fearful gale of wind on „ 
the 23rd. just afterwards, blew the nest down, when it was found that 
it had contained four eggs.

These birds having been considered obnoxious to the pheasants in a 
wood at Kilnwick Percy, near Pocklington, Yorkshire, the beautiful 
seat of my neighbour, Admiral the Hon. Arthur Duncombe, M.P., 
it was determined to dislodge them, and this was carried into effect 
by continual discharges of guns, day after day. A t length one Sunday 
the desired result being supposed to have been obtained, the keepers 
left the wood and went to Church, but during their temporary absence 
no fewer than forty nests were run up.

Rooks build for the most part in the vicinity of old mansions or 
other buildings, chiefly, as I  imagine, on account of ancient and full- 
grown trees being the accompaniments of these: but they by no mean£ 
make exclusive' choice of such situations; I  have seen their nests m 
perfectly isolated places, and they have been known in several instances 
to build on trees of low growth; as for example on young o^ks, only „ 
ten or twelve feet high, in the grounds of the Duke of Buccleuch at

o
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Dalkeith Palace,, although large trees were all around them. They have 
occasionally beeif known to domicile even in the midst of cities and 
that not only on trees, as in the very heart of Edinburgh, where there 
are several small rookeries, but in other and the most unlikely places. 
T^ree pairs built on some low poplars, in a central part of the town 
ot Manchester, and returned to them the following year: another pah- 
on the crown which surmounts the vane of St. Olave’s Church, London • 
and another between the wings of- the dragon on Bow Church, and 
there they remained, clearly * within the sound of Bow Bells/ till the 

# sPire squired to be repaired; others in the gardens of noblemen in 
Curzon Street; and others in those of Gray’s Inn, as I  am informed 
by W. F.# Wratislaw Bird, Esq., who says of them, fWe have a colony 

. of Rooks in Gray’s Inn gardens, which are so tame, that they come 
regularly to the trees in front of my chambers, and those of other

* inhabitants who encourage them, to be fed. In  winter sometimes they 
are gp eager for food, that they scramble for it on the ground the 
moment it is thrown down, like poultry. I t  is a curious and pleasing

• sight to see twenty or thirty birds, usually so wild and wary, struggling 
and tumbling over one another under your window for pieces of bread, 
which they sometimes catch before it reaches the ground: they soon 
make away with half a loaf. A magnificent plane tree, said to have 
been planted by Addison, and named after him, is a favourite nesting- 
place for them. In  summer, we have not above eight or nine couples, 
but in winter the number is doubled: they do not, however, appear 
to increase; the surplus population emigrate probably to Kensington 
Gardens: they may be seen there and in the Parks almost as familiar 
as Sparrows. The well-known nest in the tree in Cheapside has been 
inhabited many times since 1836, when Mr. Tarrell says it was deserted; 
and two years ago there were two nests, each tenanted by its pair of 
owners, who might be seen feeding their young in cawing pride, by 
all the busy passers in that most crowded of thoroughfares/

In  very high winds, when * On the tree top the cradle will rock/ it 
too often happens that the rooklings are blown out of house and home, 
and fall to the ground. One more fortunate happened to alight on a 
spray, which held him up, when the old birds supported him there, 
one on each side, till the storm ceased. Afterwards, being unable to 
fly or to get up to its nest again, it was fed regularly by one or other 
of the parents in the tree. Another, shaken outside the nest, was held 

 ̂ fhere in the bill of the old bird till it was calm enough for it to get 
or be got in again.

• • The flest, about two feet across, is composed of large sticks and twigs,
both dry ajjd fresh ones, those of the ash, plane, elm, apple, pear, fir, 
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hawthorn, etc., cemented with clay, mixed with wool tufts of grass,, 
and is lined with roots, fibres, and straws. The old birds may be seen 
in November, in the mornings, repairing their past and intended future” 
home. The Rev. R. P. Alington has sent me a drawing of one.

From half a dozen or so many more nests are built on one and the 
same tree up to twenty-five or more, and even so many as a hundred 
were known in the average in one tree at Barton-on-Humber, in 
Lincolnshire. I t  is stated that in other like cases the birds have come- 
to their old haunts. Nests have been known in quite low bushes or 
trees at only seven feet from the ground, in a hedge, or even on the
ground itself. •

Their favourite breeding-places are the tall trees usually found near' 
old mansions of the landed gentry, and generation after generation 
of each having come and gone together, they are almost considered 
and seem to consider themselves as part of the family. Wbere there 
are not many trees the nests are sometimes crowded upon them, ̂ hree-0 
or four being close together. On three large plane trees on the lawn, 
at Prestonfield, the seat of Sir Robert Dick, Bart., twenty-six, twenty^ 
five, and twenty-three nests were placed respectively. Evan in large 
woods where they naturally are more widely separated, eight or ten, 
are not unoften seen on a tree. Rooks have been known to .build on- 
cliffs, towers, and steeples, but these instances are exceptional. There 
are or have been such, in Kensington Gardens, London; Hereford 
Square; Marylebone Road; Gower Street; Garden Place; W hitehall; 
Bermondsey Churchyard; Spring Gardens; Carlton House Gardens; 
Gray's Inn gardens; Doctors' Commons; and Wood Street, Cheapside; 
also in the gardens of Chesterfield House, and that of Wharncliffe 
House, besides several others. A pair began a nest on the crown a t 
the top of the vane of St. Olave's Church, Crutched Friars.

'From  dawn to sunset all is bustle in the grove, where the younger 
pairs may be seen rearing their first edifice either in a tree not pre­
viously occupied, or at a safe distance from those of the older members 
of the community, who incessantly, but without confusion ply their 
laborious task. Some are seen flying abroad, others returning and 
bearing from the neighbourhood twigs of various trees, some of whioh 
they have broken from the branches, while others have been picked 
up from the ground. If you visit the rookery by day at this period, 
you find probably half the birds at home busily occupied, and as long 
as you remain at a distance not much alarmed, although now and then 
one calls out with a strong voice to his neighbour to beware. If you 
advance nearer, those on the neighbouring trees fly off, making; a loud 
and discordant noise, but alight at some distance. This^ commotion
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alarms the whole body, and should you go up to the centre of -the 
place, they all #fly away and either keep sailing or circling about, 
uttering fierce vociferations,-or betake themselves to the surrounding 
trees, whence they spring whenever they judge your proximity too 
close., When you have retired you see them hastening back in groups 
to* continue their labours, and presently all the disturbance which you 
have caused is forgotten. Thus even amid the anxiety and bustle of 
this busy season the Rooks retain their usual vigilance, and are as 
little disposed as ever to favour the approach of man, although the 
desire of founding their work induces them to allow a much nearer

• -approach, than at other times/
\ They fly a long way in search of food, and have been known to do 

;so, regu&rly, to a distance of .thirty miles. If they return earlier than 
usual, it may be taken as a sure sign of a storm of snow or rain in 

% the evening or the following day. In extremely hard weather they do 
• not a little damage to cornstacks, pulling out the straws to get at 

the grain.
t The nest tsfkes a week or ten days to build. The uproar then

oeases, bu^ while the hen birds. are sitting, their mates keep up a 
•considerable bustle. The structure is about two feet wide or some­
what more.

The eggs, four or five in number, are of a pale green ground colour, 
blotted over with darker and lighter patches of yellowish and greenish 
brown: they vary much, often clouded, dotted, and spotted, with 

|  greyish brown and light purple grey, sometimes so much as nearly 
to  conceal the ground colour.

Both birds are most attentive and assiduous in feeding their young. 
They continue their care for a considerable time after they have left 
the nest. ‘The nest trees are in some cases deserted from this time, 
and all the inhabitants of the rookery roost together in some neigh­
bouring wood, from whence at an early hour they repair in flocks to 
their feeding-ground, returning together with slow and measured flight 
in the evening. Wherever the main body are feeding or otherwise 
•engaged on the ground, two or three individuals are generally seen 
posted like sentinels on trees close by, whose note of caution or alarm 
appears to be perfectly understood by the rest, and surprise or danger 

- avoided, apparently by a concerted understanding among them/
** $ The young are generally fledged about the middle of May, and in 

some rookeries both old and young fly off in June, while in others 
• they remain all the year.

‘We jhave before noticed the instinctive sagacity shown by Rooks,
* Jays, etc., in avoiding the approach of sportsmen, or other suspicions

%
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characters; and it would appear that they can with equal discrimination 
discover and attach themselves to friends. A clergyman who had a 
small rookery near his house, assured us that when he walked near 
or under the trees, they exhibited no signs of alarm; but^ when a 
stranger approached, they were evidently uneasy, and manifested, by # 
their loud cawings, and movements, their wish for his departure. TJhe 
following anecdote is a still more convincing proof of this instinctive
faculty:—

A farmer rented a farm in the county of Essex some years ago, 
where he had not resided long, before a number of Rooks came and 
built their nests upon the trees immediately surrounding the premises, 
and multiplied so much, in the course of three or four years, as to 
form a considerable rookery, which he much prized. About this time, 
however, he was induced to take a larger farm, which obliged him to 
change his residence, and forsake his Rooks; but, to.his great surprise  ̂
and pleasure, the whole rookery manifested such an attachment towards 0 
him, as led them to desert their former habitation, and accoiffpany 
him to his new abode, which was about three quarter® of a mile off, 
and there they have continued to flourish ever since. I t  should be * o 
added, that this person was strongly attached to all animals whatsoever, 
and that he always experiences a striking return of affection even from 
the least docile of them /

c Could we dive into all the mysteries of a rookery, a page in the book
of Nature would be opened, filled with much that € man's philosophy
hath never dreamed o f/ Without any assignable cause, a party will ^
secede from an old-established rookery and form a new one. A case
of this sort occurred about ten years ago, in the parish of Alderley,
in Cheshire. Seven pair of Rooks, supposed to have come from an
old rookery about two miles distant, where an extent of wood admitted
of unlimited accommodation, took up their residence in a clump of
trees, and proceeded to build; there they have continued ever sincg,
the number of nests increasing as follows. In  1828, there were seven
nests; in 1829, nine; in 1830, thirteen; in 1831, twenty-four; in 1832,
thirty-three; in 1833 upwards of fifty, and in this latter year, there
was a proportionate increase, with colonies settling in adjacent trees.
Another instance of unaccountable removal from an accustomed place
of resort, occurred within the last few years, in a comparatively small
rookery in the Palace Garden, in the City of Norwich. For severaj,
years the birds had confined their nests to a few trees immediately jn
front of the house, when one season, without any assignable cause, they
took up a new position on some trees, also in the garden, but about two
hundred yards distant, where they remained till the Spring of 1847, when,
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before their nests were completed, or young hatched, they disappeared 
altogether, and Jihe heretofore frequented' trees are only now and then 
resorted to by a few stray casual visitors. I t  has been said, that Rooks 
usually prefer elm-trees for building, and it was observed, that in a 
mingled grove of horse-chesnuts and elms, at Hawley, in Kent, not a 
single nest was ever built in the horse-chesnut trees, though the elms 
were full of them. In  the above instance, however, they certainly gave 
the oak a preference, leaving an elm-tree close at hand untenanted. 
These birds, like the rest of their species, return at a particular time in 
autumn; and for a few days, seem to be very busy about their nests,

# as if preparing them for immediate use, and then desert them for the 
. .winter; no reason has been discovered for this singular habit, peculiar,

• believed to Rooks. May it not probably arise from an instinctive 
feeling, that as the nests will be wanted early in the spring, a few 

a repairs may be requisite to strengthen and prevent their being shattered 
• or blown to pieces by the storms of winter; and that, according to 

the homely proverb of 'the stitch in time saving nine,5 they may thus 
0>r be saving themselves a greater degree of labour than they could easily 

bestow, 'gjhen the trees are again to be occupied? Most other birds 
are under no necessity of looking after these autumnal repairs, as they 
do not use the same old nests, but build entirely new ones. Rooks, 
we have seen, will occasionally remove, and colonize other situations 
at a distance from their late frequented abodes; and as some persons 
may wish to establish a rookery in their own immediate neighbourhood,

0 it has been said, that by looking out for a Magpie’s nest near the 
wished-for spot, and exchanging her eggs for those of a Rook, the 
desirable point may be accomplished, the young Rooks having no other 
associations than those of the tree in which they were bred, and being ' 
sure of a harsh reception, if not of being picked to death, if venturing 
to join any neighbouring rookery in which they have no family 
connections. In the spring of 1847, a rather singular strife took place 
between the Rooks which for many years occupied a large tree in the 
garden of Westhill Terrace, Sheffield, and a pair of stranger Rooks 
which had established themselves on a neighbouring tree, illustrative 
of the jealousy entertained by these birds, of interlopers not immediately 
belonging to their own clan. The stranger birds had almost completed 
their nest, when their neighbours, disapproving of a new or rival 
colony, watched their opportunity, and descending in a body, wreaked 

0 their vengeance on the nest, which they soon destroyed. Several times 
was this scene repeated; at length, however, profiting by experience, 
it was; deemed advisable for one of the birds to remain constantly at 
the nest, to repel any attempts that might be made upon it by their
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enemies. So rigorously indeed, was this caution observed, that the 
one remaining at home, was supplied with food by the other. Many 
attempts were, notwithstanding, made upon it, but the united energies 
of these two persevering birds enabled them to rear^their nestlings 
in spite of the determined opposition of the original possessors of the 
adjacent rookery/—(The Right Rev. Dr. Stanley.)

Sir William Jardine writes that when the nests are built on trees 
that shed their leaves 'the locality serves for a rookery only, and is 
returned to at the proper season, almost on a particular day, the 
premises being frequently visited during the intervening time; but 
when placed in a wood of pines, the birds return nightly to roost * 
through the year. In  the former case they resort during the winter* • 
to some pine wood often many miles distant from the breeding station, « 
which affords them warmth and shelter. Thence at daybreak they 
depart to their feeding-grounds, often visiting their breeding place as . # 
they pass and repass, and remaining for a short time as if examining •

. its condition. Their flights are taken simultaneously, and having gained 
a convenient altitude, then fly in a mixed troop directly* to the point e 
intended/ 4

'They frequently repair to upland moors, and as often to sandy or 
muddy beaches left uncovered by the tide. Then they feed generally 
in silence; but on an alarm being given by some 'ou tsider/ the whole 
flock are off betimes in clamour and confusion. They always prefer 
open grounds and large fields, but when necessary come close to - 
hedges, copses, and woods, venturing also into orchards and gardens • 
or even streets, but this mostly in the early morning, one or more 
sentinels being placed on a tree or wall to look out. When feeding, 
if the wind be high, they always proceed against it, but if it be calm 
they move about in all directions, quietly but attentively, the body 
raised in front, the wings tucked up over the tail, the neck rather ’ 
forward, and the bill turned towards the ground.

The voices of different individuals vary, some being louder and 
clearer than others, and softer or otherwise, on occasion, and harsh 
though the "craa” be in itself, yet that of a whole flock is free, from 
disagreeableness, and the noise of a rookery is a most cheerful thing.

They fly in a sedate manner, the wings flapped regularly and rather 
slowly, straight on often at a considerable height, and for a long 
distance, without order, and at first setting out with much noise. e 
Sometimes, on one of these occasions, when passing over a field or *
meadow at a great height, something in it appears to attract their
attention, and they descend headlong, performing singular evolutions «
as they turn from side to side and wind among each other. In

«
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general, however, they settle with more caution, sometimes flying 
repeatedly ovey the ground, often dropping down one by one, and 
occasionally perching for awhile in the neighbouring trees before ven­
turing to alight. They are not easily approached in the open fields, 
unless it may be a chance outside one, but nevertheless in and about 
their breeding places they are much less shy, on lawns namely, and in 
parks near towns they are still more so than in the country. They 
are much more readily approached when engaged in building/

Male; length, one foot seven or eight inches; bill, black, the point 
of the upper one frequently turned on one side, the base of the lower 

* one sometimes much widened; iris, dark brown. The chin is elastic,
# .and is often to be seen looking like a pouch when filled with food, 

which held there for a time, to save more frequent visits to the nest.
The whole plumage is black, glossed with purple, particularly on the 
upper parts. The wings and tail underneath have a tinge of grey;

. the former spread to the width of three feet two inches, or a little 
more. The first feather of the wing is three inches shorter than the 
second, the Second one inch shorter than the fourth, which is the 
longest ip. the wing, the third is as much shorter than the fourth as 
it is longer than the fifth. Legs, toes, and claws, bright black.

The female is about one foot five or six inches to six and a half in 
length: her plumage has less brilliancy than that of the male. The 
wings expand to the width of three feet. Young birds resemble the 
female, but have at first feathers at the base of the bill.

White, cream-coloured, yellowish white, and pied varieties of the 
Rook occasionally opcur; the bill and feet white, the eyes reddish. 
One which was at first ‘of a light ash-colour, most beautifully mottled 
all over with black, and the quill and tail feathers elegantly barred/ 
became of the usual hue after moulting. One I  have lately seen, a 
young bird, had a patch of pure white under the bill, and one ot 
more of the quill feathers also white. I  have also seen a Rook on % 
the wing apparently of a light-chocolate colour all over, but I  may 
have been deceived by the shining of the sun upon it. Another 
similar one has, however been noticed. One with white feathers m 
the wing and some on the breast; others spotted, another of the 
general appearance of a Magpie. A variety is described which was 
grey on the back, wings, and tail; another brown all over; another 

. } with two white feathers in the tail; also one, in the parish of Nun- 
|  ^burnholme, with some white in the wing. I t  escaped being shot for 
j two or three years, and for aught I  know may be living still. One 

white t on the breast and the top of the head, and another with 
several white feathers in the wings. Malformations of the bill in this
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species have also been noticed; one is figured by Y^rrell, in which 
the lower part is much elongated, projecting upward#; in another it 
was curled quite backwards, and the bird which kept to. a lawn, no 
doubt being looked shy on by the others, was observed to bend its 
head sideways on the ground to eat the com put there for it; in 
another the points of both were slightly crossed; and in a third they 
were greatly elongated, and much curved. The Hon. J . 0. Dundas, M.P. 
has written me word of one, at Mount St. John near Thirsk, which 
had the upper bill much lengthened, and curved downwards.

Another has some white feathers in the wings and tail, the head 
nearly white. One with a greyish bar, close to t$ie end of each feather, 
narrower on the upper parts, and wider on the lower. Another also* * 
has been known with the upper and under bills crossed. One pure * 
white with red eyes, bill, and legs.

“ To their high-built airy beds,

See the Rooks returning home.
Cu n n in g h a m .

C>

JACKDAW.
o-

COG FRAN, IN  ANCIENT BR IT ISH .- 

DAW. KAE.

Corpus monedula, L i n n a e u s . G m e l i n .

C orvu s—A Crow. M onedula—A Jackdaw, (perhaps from moneo—To warn; 
as a bird of augury.)

THE Jackdaw is found in Europe, Asia, and the north of Africa, 
occurring in Algeria, Tetuan, Morocco, and the Canary Islands, 

Germany, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, France, Greece, Russia, Italy, 
Spain, Portugal, the islands of the Mediterranean, Holland, Belgium, 5 ° 
Iceland, Armenia and the Caucasus, Asia Minor and Siberia, and Asiatic ̂  
Russia.

I t  inhabits England, Scotland, Ireland, Guernsey and Sarb, and 
Wales; but ‘ doctors disagree9 about its being found in the Orkneys,
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Hebrides, and Shetland Islands, and I  am myself unable to give a 
true verdict on the question.

The Jackdaw ig a gay, pert, bold, cheerful, sprightly, familiar, and' 
active bird. I t  is very easily tamed, and soon learns to imitate the

* sounds of the human voice, and exhibit other amusing results of its 
education. I t  naturally becomes attached to the person who feeds it, 
but the thievery of its race attaches too strongly to it to prevent 
it from pilfering his goods, whether glittering objects, or cherries and 
other fruits. Meyer says, 'W e knew a Jackdaw that used to enter a 
bed-room window, and strip a pincushion of pins, scattering them

• about the table, to the no small perplexity of the owner, until the 
\  perpetrator was discovered/ They will alight on the head or shoulder 

«pf any oife they are accustomed to, and in like manner keep to a usual 
perch in a kitchen to be fed. As many as thirty of these birds have 
been assembled together in a tree, as if holding a counsel together

• for some purpose or other, in the way the Rooks do.
One of these birds, which we once kept in a walled garden, used 

,  invariably in the most cunning manner to go down the walk on one 
side, so as to keep the 'weather-guage' of any suspected pursuer going 
up the other. Even in their wild state they will come to the windows 
in towns to be fed along with pigeons and sparrows, but they consider 
what they take as not to be 'consumed on the premises/ and fly off 
with it somewhere else.

An old College friend the Rev. Robert Blackburn, Rector of Selham, 
, Sussex, has sent me the following Singular account of one of these 

birds:—' I  bave another Ornithological curiosity for you which happened 
at Balnobeth, Forfarshire, Colonel Ogilvy’s Highland place. I t  is literally 
the fact, and singularly 'illustrates' not only the tame familiarity, but 
the fondness of the bird for sport, like a hawk, of which I  have known 
something similar, to get anything by it. A young Jackdaw had, I  believe, 
been taken from the nest, reared, and turned out, in the year 1860 it 
was. I t  used to wait about the house, and when I  went out with a 
gun, but at no other time, accompanied me. First I  noticed it flying 
from tree to tree, looking on, and moving as I  went on. Soon it grew 
so tame that it would fly down and perch on my shoulder; on more 
than one occasion it perched on the barrel of the gun, and when levelled 
for firing, once. Certainly it remained there when the gun was actually 

*#fired, and after, a thing that of itself scares wild animals generally.
* J t rather interfered with sport in fact. I  remember its perching on
• the barrel, and hiding the bird I  was about to shoot, so that I  could
' not fire#at all. I t  kept near the house, and did not go with me on

the open moor—perhaps for want of trees/
VOL.* I. # 2 E
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Writes Bishop Stanley, ‘The habits of a Jackdaw are known to ' 
everybody; wherever found, he is the same active, Rustling, cheerful, 
noisy fellow. Whether in the depth of a shady wgod, 'remote from 
cities and from towns/ or, whether established in the  ̂nooks or 
niches of some Gothic Cathedral-tower, in the very midst of the world, ' <
it matters not to him. He seems to know neither care nor sorrow?— 
ever satisfied,—always happy! Who ever saw or heard of a moping, 
melancholy Jackdaw V

Jackdaws frequent whatever places may be convenient to them, whether 
close to or remote from $le dwellings of man, both land and marine, 
and in the former case* the most crowded cities, and in the latter the • 
rugged precipices, crags, and rocky caves oi the sea-coast, ivy-cl^d • 
fissures and other such. The male and female keep together and are, 
believed to pair for life. They are sociable birds, and friendly among 
themselves, dwelling together in considerable numbers, and associating ^  
also with the Books, with whom they intermingle, and even in winter > 
quite consort with. They are rather shy where there may be danger, 
but otherwise quite familiar. |  0 %

The flight of this species is more quick than that of the Books, and 
performed with more repeated flappings of the wings; they are seldom 
observed to sail or fly in a straight line, except the latter when in 
great haste, but generally in a wavering manner, turning aside and 
dashing about upwards, downwards, and all ways. They walk gaily and 
gracefully, and also run and hop in an odd sidelong manner.

The Jackdaw very usefully feeds on insects and their larvae, worms, • 
Crustacea, shell-fish, dead fish and animals, eggs, grain, roots, and 
seeds, as, too, birds' eggs, both larger and smaller. I t  may often be 
seen entomologizing on the backs of sheep, which also supply its staple 
of wool for the formation of the nest.

The well-known 'caw' of the Jackdaw is expressed by this word, 
and his own familiar  name of 'Ja ck ' is perhaps taken from it. I t  is 
loud and clear and more shrill than that of the larger species of the 
genus, but the chorus of a whole flock is far from being unpleasing.
He may be taught to pronounce various words.

Jackdaws build in cliffs, Church steeples, belfry and other towers, 
spires, turrets, and castles, rabbit burrows, the roofs of buildings, the 
holes of ruins, and aged hollow trees, woods sometimes, the sides of 
chalk pits, and even in chimneys, despite of the smoke, as if conscious* 
that it could not blacken their plumage: they inhabited the ruins of • 
Stonehenge in Pennant's time, and may do yet. So they likewise # 
are free of the ruined keep of Tantallon Castle, Holyrood House, Bosslyn # < 
Castle, and Dunottar Castle. The nest is built of sticks, and is lined
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with straw, wool, hair, grass, feathers, and other soft substances. Many 
are often built <$ose together, in suitable places, so close that the birds 
almost touch each other, their different tenements seeming one vast 
assemblage of sticks. Sir William Jardine says, 'The nest is built with 
sticks, and it is astonishing with what perseverance the birds will carry 

-on until some masonry is filled up, but at the same time they often 
exhibit a great want of instinct, for they will continue to drop sticks 
down a wide chimney, where perhaps not one will remain, until cartloads 
have accumulated beneath. We have also seen attempts made to build 
amidst the capitals of large supporting columns, and week after week 

• endeavour to place the sticks across the projecting ledges or ornaments.
. One ©r two might remain for a short while, but were sure to be dis­

placed in fresh attempts, while underneath the result of a morning's 
labour was often as much as a single person could at once remove.
This we have known continued in the same spot for some years.' Very 

# large quantities of sticks are collected for the purpose, so as even to 
block up chimneys, and the spiral stairs of church towers; the immense 
masses heaped# together in the western towers of York Minster, formed 
a most unfortunate kind of firewood for the last tremendous conflagration 
that occurred there. They used to build in the tower of my own church 
of Nafferton, but when it was restored, wire network was placed in 

. the belfry windows, so as effectually to stop them there; one per­
severing pair, however, would not be even thus foiled, but actually 
brought a mass of sticks through one of the loop-holes in the tower, 
and though their being naturally conveyed crosswise in their bills 
created an almost insuperable difficulty, quantities falling down outside, 
yet it was marvellous to see the numbers which 'by hook or by crook,' 
they got in. The spiral nature of the staircase increased,their difficulty, 
so much larger a quantity of materials being required to make a 
foundation. Similar to this is the following account sent to me by Sir 
Charles Anderson, Bart.:—'On the clergyman of Saundby, (Notts.,) 
attempting to go up the belfry staircase, he found it stopped up with 
sticks: as many were pulled away before the way was clear as would 
have filled, many peck baskets. I t  appeared that a pair of Jackdaws 
had begun to build their nest on a step considerably below the outlet 
upon the leads of the tower, and finding that when the place for the 

• eggs was to be lined, the next step interfered, and each successive one,
the birds kept piling sticks up till the whole of the staircase was filled,

» ^and the nest was made at the top close to the leads, where there
* was a flat surface.' One instance is related by Alexander Hepburn

Esq., iji the 'Zoologist' of the Jackdaw having built on the branches 
of trees.

#
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Lord Clermont described a case in the Church of Tanesborough, in the 
county of Armagh, where the bell was so surrounded Vith sticks that 
it could not be rung till they were removed. In  like manner, Mr.
George B. Clarke, of Woburn, Bedfordshire, tells me that some of the 
Jackdaws in Woburn Park, instead of building their nests as they had 
hitherto done in the holes of the trees, have taken to placing them 
(1859) in some of the branches of Scotch firs, the foundations being 
composed of small twigs, and the remainder of coarse grass or sedge, 
lined with fine dry grass. They often build several nests together 
under the mass of those of Rooks, the aggregation of a series of years, 
hollowed out and then suitably furnished beneath with the usual lining, . 
less or more wool, straw, etc., etc. Sometime!’ they make use of the 
deserted nests of Rooks after the young have flown, and so tpo even^ 
of rabbit holes.

The eggs, from four to six or seven in number, are pale bluish 
white or greenish blue, spotted, most so at the larger end, with grey ’ 
and brown. James Dalton, Esq., of Worcester College, Oxford, °has 
one of a pure white,, all the others in the nest having be^n of the usual 
colour. The young are hatched the end of May. «

Male; weight, about nine ounces; length, about one foot 8ne and a 
half or two inches, or two and a half. Individuals have been known 
one foot three inches, and some, it is stated, not quite one foot one.
Bill, short and black, covered at the base with depressed feathers bent
forward; iris, greyish white; crown, black, with violet reflections; neck 
on the back, and nape, fine hoary grey. Chin, dull black: it is puffed 
out in some degree when filled with food in a sort of pouch beneath 
it, for holding food, to save more frequent returning to the young in 
the nest, the whole of the rest of the . plumage is black, with purple 
reflections. The breast rusty black. The wings, when closed, reach 
to within an inch and rather more of the end of the tail. They 
expand to the width of two feet and a half. The first wing feather 
is two inches and a half shorter than the second, which is three
quarters of an inch shorter than the third, the third and fourth nearly
equal in length, and the longest in the wing. Legs, toes, and claws, 
bright black.

The female is less than the male, namely, about one foot one inch 
to one foot two inches in length; the grey on the back of the head 
and neck is less conspicuous, being not so light as- in the male, and 
less in extent. The back greyish black, with violet reflections. The 
wings measure two feet four inches in extent.

Young birds have but little of the grey at first; it increases with 
their age, unlike the c Prisoner of Chillon/ whose hair was *gr&y, but
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not with years/ The grey is not so pure, and the feathers not so 
glossy.

£ Malformations of the bill appear to 'Occur in this species also, and 
pied varieties. One killed near Henley-on-Thames, writes Mr. Bird to 
me, was like a Magpie in appearance. Some are cream-coloured; others 
piebald; some again inclining to albinism; the iris red. One has been 
taken and kept of a pinkish white all over.

The young are covered with dull black down in their earliest stage, 
greyish beneath.

V  “ Yes! Nightingales answer daws/*
•  I Twelfth N ight

^ f  

\

MAGPIE. <
• o

PIOGEN. Y BI, IN ANCIENT BRITI8H.

COMMON MAGPIE. PYET. PIANET. MADGE.

Pica caudata, Fleming. Selby. Gould. Comas Pica, Pennant. Montagu.

Pica— A Pie— A Magpie. Caudata—Tailed, (Cauda—A tail.)

IF I  remember aright, in the great French Revolution, the zeal of 
the people for 'libert6’ was so great, that they opened the doors 

of all the cages, and let the birds fly out. I  should have enjoyed the 
sight, though some of the captives would perhaps have preferred re­
maining where they were, and so did not value the unwonted freedom 
which they had never known the possession of, even as the poor 
prisoner who returned to the dungeon, with whose walls he had become 
familiar: to him the world was become the prison, the spider a more 
agreeable companion than his fellow-man: certainly he had found the 
one more friendly than the other. Nothing is to me more miserable 

•# than to see a bird in a cage, and, with reference to the species before 
> us, who can tell what a Magpie is, either in character or in beauty,
> from only seeing him thus confined? He is, when himself, a brilliant

—a sglendid bird, gay alike in nature and in plumage.
The Magpie is met with in Europe, Asia, Africa, and America, being 

#
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found in Spain, France, Italy, Belgium, Sweden, .Russia, Lapland, 
Norway, and Greece, Asia Minor and Siberia, India, China, and Japan; 
also in the United States.

I t  is common, or would be if allowed to be, in all the woodpd parts, 
and in fact, in any others, if there be a sufficiency of trees or bushes, 
of the three kingdoms of England, Ireland, plentifully, and Scotland, 
more or less numerously, but is unknown, except as a straggler, in 
the Orkneys, the Hebrides, as in Islay and Mull, or the Shetland 
Islands. Sly and wary, it keeps at a secure distance from the gunner, 
and so, though a marked bird, for the most part contrives to save 
itself; but many a one garnishes the gable-end of the game-keeper’s • 
house. Nevertheless, if unmolested, it would naturally frequent the. . 
habitations of men, and even as it is many a nest is built contiguous 9 
to a farmsteading, one such I  have before the eyes of my mind at 
the present moment. Mr. Hewitson says, a contrast to the state of 
the case with us, 'The Magpie is one of the most abundant, as well • 
as the most attractive of the Norwegian birds; noted for its sly 
cunning habits here, its altered demeanour there is ifche more re- i 
markable. I t  is upon the most familiar terms with the inhabitants, 
picking close about their doors, and sometimes walking inside their 
houses. I t  abounds in the town of Drontheim, making its nest upon 
the Churches and warehouses. We saw as many as a dozen of them 
at one time seated upon the gravestones of the Churchyard. Few 
farmhouses are without several of them breeding under the eaves, their 
nest supported by the spout. In  some trees close to houses, their t 
nests were several feet in depth, the accumulation of years of undis­
turbed and quiet possession/ With us how different; and no wonder 
for every gun is aimed at the Magpie, the extremest cunning and 
most .wary shyness alone protecting those that yet survive, though 
shewn as just above, to be much and unjustly maligned.

I t  is a crafty, noisy, artful bird, and its chatter set up at the sight 
of almost any creature, proclaims and calls forth at once a mutual 
hostility. One has been seen to chase away a full-grown hare. 
Magpies continue in pairs throughout the year, but several aie often 
seen together, probably the family party in general, but sometimes 
as many as a score, or even on to double that number, or more, 
towards evening, in winter, roosting all together. I f  taken young they 
are very easily tamed, and learn to imitate many words, and to perform 
various tricks. Thieving is as natural to them as to the rest of their 
tribe, and anything shining, in particular, they cannot resist the instinct 
to purloin, as most pleasantly illustrated in Miss Edgeworth's^ story 
of 'Old Poz.'
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Their flight is made with quick vibrations, as if with some efforts 
on the ground ’this bird advances either by hopping or walking. I t  
sometimes hops or leaps in a sidelong manner. If alarmed it flits by 
the side^of hedges or walls, or shifts from tree to tree, and at length 
flies off to a distance. When moving about on the ground, the tail 
& often raised and moved up and down, the head raised the while, 
as it runs, or hops, or walks, in search of food, always on the alert. 
Sometimes what is more than enough is put by as a hoard.

The Magpie’s appetite is omnivorous; young lambs, and even weakly 
sheep, leverets, young rabbits, which may at times be attacked, in 

> some rare cases, young birds, game, eggs, fi&h, carrion, insects, crus- 
tacea, shell-fish, fruit, and grain, all meet its requirements. They 

a often hunt for insects on the backs of sheep, who may be bpct 
quietly standing for them. The Rev. George Jeans written ttw 
word of one he saw repeatedly stooping at a Wagtail after the manner 

» of a Falcon. 'P er contra/ at Walton Hall, Yorkshire, the seat of the 
laid Charles Waterton, Esq., a Wood Pigeon built in a tree* only four 
feet below th# nest of a Magpie; both lived in the greatest harmony, 
hatched their eggs, and reared their young.

Its nore is a harsh chatter.
Nidification begins early in the spring. The nest is begun early in 

March, sometimes they begin several before they are suited, more than 
one or even two being first built and then left, for reasons best known 
to the birds themselves, in the same way as is done by the Wren.
When once approved of, it is maintained in use. One is known to have 
been repaired and inhabited for six years in succession, until, having 
been made extraordinarily large, it was blown down by a high wind. 
Another, built in a gooseberry tree in the north of Scotland, was 
likewise domiciled in for several years, and was so well barricaded, 
not only the nest, but the bush itself, all round, with briars and 
thorns, that even a man, without a hedge-knife or something of that 
kind, could not get at it without much pains and trouble, much less 
a fox, cat, or hawk. I t  was thus fortified afresh every spring, the 
barrier from the outer to the inner edge being above a foot in 
breadth. The materials in the inside of the nest were soft, warm, 
and comfortable to the touch. I t  builds under the eaves of houses, 
in countries where it feels itself at home. Frogs, mice, worms, or 

cg anything living, were plentifully brought to their young. One day, 
one of the parent birds attacked a rat, and not being able to kill it, 
one of the young ones came out of the nest, and assisted in its 
destruction, which was not finally accomplished till the other old one, 
arriving with a dead mouse, also lent its aid. The female was observed 

o
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to be the most active and thievish, and withal very ungrateful; for 
although the children about the house had often frightened cats and, 
hawks from the spot, yet she one day seized a chicken, and carried 
it to the top of the house to eat it, where the hen immediately followed, 
and having rescued the chicken, brought it safely down in her beak; 
and it was remarked that the poor little bird, though it made a gretfb 
noise while the Magpie was carrying it up, was quite quiet, and 
seemed to feel no pain, while its mother was carrying it down. These 
Magpies were supposed to have been the very same pair which had 
built there for several years, never suffering either the young, when 
otow ti up, or anything else, to take possession of their bush.. The 
nest they carefully fortified afresh every Spring, with rough, strong, 
prickly sticks, which they sometimes drew in with their united forces, 
if unable to effect their object alone. To this tameness and familiarity 
the Magpie will sometimes add a considerable degree of courage, and 
not satisfied with driving away intruders from its premises, has been o 
known to attack animals much its superior in size. One of them was 
seen pursuing a full-grown hare, making frequent and furious pounces 
upon it, from which the animal at last escaped only by making for 
a thick hedge, at the other side of which it ran off to some distance 
from the place where it had entered, without being observed by its 
pursuer. No cause could be assigned for this assault. A favourable 
trait in their character occurred in Essex, where some boys, having 
taken four young ones from a Raven^s nest, placed them in a waggon 
in a cart-shed. About the same time they happened to destroy the 
young of a Magpie, which had built its nest near the cart-shed, when 
the old Magpie, hearing the young Ravens cry for food, brought some, 
and constantly fed them, till they were given away by the boys/

If one of the pair happen to be killed, another partner is inconti­
nently obtained. One thus thrice a widower procured a fresh helpmate 
each time in not more than two or three days. Six others in succession 
sat on the same set of eggs in the parish church of Micalder. They 
will breed in confinement.

The nest, which is resorted to from year to year, is placed in 
the top of a tall tree, whether ash, beech, or willow sometimes, or 
occasionally in a lower one, or it may be in a bush or hedge, as I  
have seen, if otherwise suitably protectant, as also in woods and planta­
tions, shrubberies, and even in the same bush one has been known for 
several successive seasons. When thus yearly added to, it naturally 
becomes very large: sometimes in the top of a larch or other fir. 
I t  is rather large, of an oblong shape, built of strong sticks, twigs, 
and thorns, cemented together with mud, clay, or turf, and lined with
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fibrous roots and grasp: an aperture just sufficient to' admit the bird 
is left on one side or both, and from this loop-hole any approaching 
danger is descried, in order to a timely retreat; when in it the bird 
must keep its tail erect or bent forwards over the back; the top is 
covered over. I  am informed by W. F. W. Bird, Esq., that the Magpie 
Builds in Kensington Gardens.

The Bishop of Norwich has the following observations on this part 
of its history:—‘Certain birds of similar habits will naturally under 
peculiar circumstances, act very differently; we have an instance of 
this, in the singular departure of the Magpie from its usual custom 
of building its nest. Everybody knows that where trees abound, that 
which is loftiest, or most difficult of access, is chosen; but in parts 

■: where there are no trees, instead of retiring to high rocks, and choosing 
places not easily approached, they will take possession of bushes close 
to the very doors of houses, particularly in those countries, .where,

• instead of being persecuted, they are preserved, from an opinion that it is 
unlucky to kill them. Accordingly, in Norway and Sweden, travellers 

> are struck by# their surprising numbers and tameness, their nests being- 
built in some low bushy tree close to the cottage-doors, where they 
are never disturbed/

The eggs are from three to six or seven, rarely eight, but even 
nine in number, pale bluish or greenish white, spotted and blotted 
all over with grey and greenish or olive brown, more or less dark.

Male; weight, between eight or nine ounces; length, one foot and 
a half; bill, black. Like the preceding species, there is a pouch under 
the chin, used to hold the food for the young in the nest, to make 
one journey thither serve the purpose of oftener ones; iris, dark brown; 
head, crown, neck, and nape, jet black, with bluish reflections; chin 
and throat, black, the shafts of some of the feathers being greyish 
white; breast above, black, below, pure white; back, black. The wings 
short, and rather rounded; they expand to the width of two feet; the 
white feathers from the shoulder form a distinct white patch along 
them, with purple-blue reflections. The first feather is only two inches 
and a half long, the second two inches longer, the third one inch longer 
than the second, the fifth the longest, the fourth and sixth nearly as 
long, the fourth the longest sometimes; greater wing coverts, fine 
bine; lesser wing coverts, black; primaries, black brown, glossed with 

J , blue, with an elongated patch of white on the inner web of each of 
the first ten feathers; secondaries and tertiaries, fine greenish blue, the 
axillary feathers blackish brown. The tail, of twelve feathers, is 
graduated, the outer feathers being only five inches long, and the 
middle ones nearly eleven inches: their colours are brightly iridescent, 

v q l . I .  2  s

> • •  •

• ; MAGPIE. £  ’/  813



blue and purple shades alternating near the end, and green prevailing 
• from thence to the base; the .inner webs of all except those of the 

centre pair are purple black; beneath, it is dull black; upper tail 
coverts, black; lower tail coverts, black; legs, toes, and claws, black.
The first toe has eight, the second nine, the third eleven, the fourth 
ten plated scales. ©

The female is less in size than the male, being about one foot four 
to five inches in length, and the colours not so bright; the wings are 
two feet wide; the tail also is shorter.

Occasional varieties are met with, and malformations of the bill, 
both crosswise at the tip and in the way of elongation, have occurred 
in the Magpie.

Mr. Chaffey, of Doddington, Kent, has one which is fawu-colour 
where the plumage should be black, and another a dusky white. 
White varieties are rarely met with; one shot near Bowhill, in Sel­
kirkshire, the seat of the Duke of Buccleuch, had the bill, feet, and 
claws reddish brown; the head, neck, breast above, upper and unu^r 
tail coverts, and legs, dull reddish brown; the back yellowish brown, 
with a wjiite band across; shoulders white; middle and hinder part of 
the thorax white; the quills nearly white; the tail with the oil ter webs 
white; the inner webs and under side brown.

The young when fledged are similar to the old birds, but the plumage 
is dull, and the tail much shorter.

“ The Magpie makes slow way; but her glib tongue 
Goes chattering fast enough.”

AIRD .
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• NUTCRACKER.*

ADERYN Y CRAW, IN ANCIENT BRITISH.

Nucifraga caryocatactes, S e l b y . J e n y n s . Caryocatactes nucifraga, F l e m i n g .
Corvtis caryocatactes, P e n n a n t . M o n t a g u .

> •
Nucifraga. Afor, (plural nuces,)—A nut. Frango—To break. Caryocatactes.

Kavion—A nut. Katasso, (the same as katagnumi, and katagnuo,) To break 
in pieces.

* r i  1 HE Nutcracker is dispersed throughout Europe and most of Asia.
The mountain forests of Switzerland are its stronghold; it is found 

also in Austia, Prance, where it was seen in great numbers in the year 
1753, Itjaiy, Hungary, Spain, Denmark, the Islands of the Baltic, Sweden,
Russia, Kamtschatka, and Siberia; in the north of Asia, Corea, China 
and Japan.

In  this country it is of rare occurrence. On October 5th., 1753, 
one was killed near Mostyn, in Flintshire;, another was afterwards 
killed in Kent. #One was seen near Bridgewater, in the autumn of 

• 1835; in August, 1808, one was shot in North Devon; Mr. J. B.
Rowe, P.L.S., fully believes that he saw one in the woods at Saltram, 
in October, 1862; another was seen on a tree on the banks of Hooe 
Lake; another was shot in the same county, in 1829, near Washford 
Pyne Moor, and another in December of the same year, in the adjoining 
county of Cornwall. A specimen was seen in Netherwitton wood, 
Northumberland, in the autumn of 1819, by Captain (afterwards Rear- 
Admiral) Robert Mitford, R.N.; and one by Mr. Chaffey, of Doddington,
Kent, about the year 1846. In  Surrey, one was seen in Peper Harrow 
Park, the seat of Lord Midleton; in Norfolk, one was shot at Rollesby, 
near Yarmouth, on the 30th. of October, 1848. In Sussex, one at 
Littlington, near Alfristone, on the 26th. of September, 1833.

In  Scotland three or four have occurred; .one at Invergarry, in 
_ » October, 1868, and in Orkney one. In Ireland, Mr. Thompson relates 
# that one was said to have been met with at Silvermines, in the county 

of Tipperary, but that there was no authentication of the account.
Mpuntainous countries, covered with fir woods, are the natural resort 

of this species.
. # *
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These birds, though not migratory, strictly speaking, move about 
from one part of the country to another. They occasionally go in large 
flocks, but generally in small ones of six or eight, probably the parents 
and their young, descending at times from the woods of the mountains, 
to those of the plains, their food being furnished by the various cone­
bearing trees. They are shy and wary birds, like the Crow tribe, 
and it is also said that they climb the trunk of trees like the Wood­
peckers, and that the ends of their tails are worn from resting on 
them, as those birds do when ascending trees. They frequent the 
depths of forests, remote from observation, but when they have young 
they may be approached very closely. They are easily tamed, but they 
have the unfriendly habit of devouring any companions of their cap­
tivity. As in the case of Woodpeckers, it must be a strong cage that 
will confine them, but if well supplied with nuts, they solace them­
selves therewith.

The flight of the Nutcracker ‘resembles that of the Jackdaw, but 
being wavering and unsteady, he avoids crossing any extended space. 
In  the course of its migration, should any open country intervene, this 
bird avails itself of every bush in its way for the purpose of resting/

They ascend trees in a climbing manner.
Its food, whence its name, consists of nuts, which, like the Nuthatch, 

it fixes in a crevice of a tree and pecks at till the shell is broken, the 
seeds of the cones of pine trees, beech-mast, acorns, berries, kernels, 
and insects of various sorts, bees, wasps, and beetles, in fact almost 
anything. I t  sometimes attacks and devours birds, as also their eggs, 
and one has been known to eat a squirrel.

The note, oddly enough, resembles the word ‘crack/ ‘crack/ as 
also ‘curr/ ‘curr/ The latter he loudly utters in the spring of the year, 
perched on the top of a tree.

The nest, which is built so early as March, is placed from fifteen 
to thirty feet from the ground on the branch of a tree against the 
tru n k ; thus it often escapes detection when the birds are quiet. I t  is 
made of small twigs or roots lined with grass, moss, or lichen.

The eggs are from two to four or five or six in number, of a 
yellowish grey, or pale bluish green colour, spotted with lighter and 
darker shades of brown.

Male; length, one foot and half an inch to nearly- one foot two 
inches; the bill is brownish black, except the tip of the upper part, 
which, projecting beyond the lower one, though both get worn down 
by the ‘tough morsels* it has to operate on to an equal length, is 
horn-colour; the space between the bill and;the eye is dull white ;^iris, 
brown; bristles, white with brown steaks cover the nostrils. A sort
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of semi-crest, £ke the Jay’s, surmounts the head, which is brown and 
^unspotted; forehead, crown, neck, and nape, dark brown, with a purple 
tinge, spotted with dull white; the neck on the sides with the spots 
larger; ohm, throat, breast, and back, brown, each feather terminated 

.with an elongated triangular spot of dull white, margined with dark 
brown at .the end; on the throat these spots are small, on the sides 
of the head larger and nearly confluent, and largest on the upper part 
of the breast, but I  think that all the white markings are variable 
with age.
y T h e  wings have the first quill feather one inch and a half shorter 
than the second, the second three-quarters of an inch shorter than the 

' |  , third, the third the same length as the eighth, the fourth, fifth, and
^ * sixth Nearly of equal length, one-quarter of an inch longer than the

third, and the longest in the wing; greater wing coverts, blackish 
% brown, the ends of the feathers rather lighter in colour than the other 

| l  jjgtrts; sometimes white; lesser wing coverts, brown tipped with white.
|  The primaries and secondaries, which are black, have a small triangular

f  spot on eacl# towards the tip, from the sixth to the twelfth feather*
greater#and lesser under wing coverts, dusky. The tail, which is 
composed of twelve feathers, is blackish brown, with slight blue 
reflections, as also have the other darkest parts of the plumage, the 
two centre ones especially so, excepting in some specimens, at the 
tips; the next on each side has a narrow white tip, the next a more 
extended one, the next still more, and so on, the outside ones having 

• a space of three-quarters of an inch, or over, of white; beneath, it is 
greyish brown, ending in dull white; upper tail coverts, black, or 
blackish brown; under tail coverts, greyish brown, sometimes quite 
white; legs, brownish black and scaled, as the Crow's; toes, the same 
on the upper surface; claws, black.

In  the female the brown colour of the plumage has a tinge of red.
In some instances these birds have occurred entirely white; and one 
haB been known spotted with black and white.

The young bird is of a dull brown colour with small greyish white 
spots.

# There is an interesting paper in the ‘Zoologist/ by W. R. Fisher,
Esq., of Yarmouth, p. p. 1073-1074, respecting two supposed species

# of the Nutcracker as having occurred in Britain. The most evident
*  mark of difference is in the form of the bill, that of the one being thick 
0 and obtuse, and of the other more slender and pointed, and the upper

part, as just stated, somewhat longer than the lower one. That very 
» eminent naturalist, M. De Selys Longchamps, has expressed his belief, 

in a paper read before the Institute of Belgium, that the two species 
• *
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are distinct, and I  cannot myself but incline to this opinion. In  the 
absence, however, of either figure or separate description of the two,
I  am obliged, for the present, to leave the matter undecided. Mr. 
Fisher remarks, (but his own opinion, I  should add, is against tbe 
supposed difference of the species,) 'the other distinctions * between 
the thick and thin-billed Nutcrackers are the greater strength of the 
feet and claws of the former, a circumstance noticed by Brehm, who 
described them as two species, under the names of the long and short­
billed Nutcrackers, and the different form of the white mark at the 
end of the tail, which in 'Nucifraga caryocatactes* is much s t r a ig h t  
than in 'Nucifraga brachyrrhynchus/ This, with^ the other distinctions 
which I  have mentioned, obtain more or less in all the specimens I 
have had an opportunity of examining/

“ Of russet-pated Choughs, many a sort.”
Midsummer Nigh£s Dreanu ,
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