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B O O K  X.

H E F reach  detachment, which marched under the command of 175
I  Saubinet, againftTrinomalee, were refilled with bravery by the 

kellidar appointed by Rangarow of Thiagar, who hood three affaults, 
in the laid o f which the French Formed the pagoda, and with much 
fury put 500 men to the fword. This conqueft was gained on the 
1 oth of September, and on the 16th Mr. Soupire appeared with a 
large divifion of the army before Carangoly, wThich Murzafabeg not 
thinking tenable had left with a few troops to refill flight af- 
faults, and returned with the reft to defend Trivatore. Carangoly 
fubmitted on the firft fummons, and at the fame time another de
tachment under the command of the Chevalier de Crillon marched 
againft Trivatore, where Murzafabeg, with 300 horfe of his own, 
joined by as many belonging to the Nabob, from Arcot, and a body 
of Sepoys, met the enemy in the field, and were foon defeated and dif- 
perfed; in confequence of which Trivatore was re-taken without 
farther refiftance. In the mean time Mr. Lally himfelf, with an 
efcort of horfe, vifited Alamparva, Gingee, Carangoly, Chittapet, 
and feveral minor polls, and then came to Vandiwafh, where â l the 
detachments had aflembled from their different expeditions. Here he 
was joined by Mr. Bully, who, leavingthe troops which he had brought 
from the northward to the conduct o f Moracin at Nelore, had palled 
from hence with his private retinue, under the fafeguard of a pafl- 
port granted by the prefidency of Madrafs. From Vandiwafh Mr.
Lally detached the Count D ’Eftaigne with a part of the army to re- .

V o l . II. B b b duce



1758. duce the fort of Arcot, to whom Timery furrendered in the way
without refinance ; and before he arrived at Arcot, Rajahfaheb had 
fucceeded in a negotiation with the Nabob’s kellidar to deliver up the 
fort on an infignificant capitulation. Mr. Lally, thinking that the tak
ing polieliion o f the citadel of the capital would magnify his reputa
tion in the province, refolved to receive the furrender in perfon, and 
made his entry into the fort on the 4th of October, under the dis
charge of all the cannon ; and difpatched orders to Pondicherry 
and the other French garrifons to proclaim the acquiiition with the 
fame oftentation.

The prefidency of Madrafs faw in thefe operations nothing but 
what they expedted would have happened immediately after the fall o f 
Fort St. David; and the prefervation of Chinglapet, i f  in-their power, 
gave them more follicitude, than the abandoning of all the other 
forts together, which the inferiority o f their force had left them no 
means of preferving. At the requeft of the renter o f Chinglapet, they 
had fent two-companies of Sepoys tog;uard this fort, whilft his own 
men with arms were employed in protecting the harvefts, and the 
fame number of Sepoys were fent at the fame time to garrifbn 
Conjeveram. Towards the end of Auguft a lieutenant was ap
pointed to command thofe in Chinglapet, and carried with him ano
ther company. On the 14th o f September arrived the Company’ s 
Ship Pitt, of 50 guns-: fhe failed from England on the 6th of March 
together with fix others, under the convoy of the Grafton of 70, 
and the Sunderland of 60 guns, coming to reinforce Mr. Pocock’s 
Tquadron: on board o f thefe fhips were embarked 900 men of theking’s 
troops, embodied in a regiment under the command of lieutenant colo
nel Draper, who, with major Brereton, and r 00 of the regiment, arrived 
and'landed from on board the Pitt, but 50 had died on the paffage of a 
contagion, them,called the Breft fever, which had palled during the war 
from the French marine into many Englilh fhips. T h e troops which 
came in the Pitt, and the expectation that the other fhips with the 
reft would arrive before the change of the monfoon, encouraged 
the Prefidency to fend four companies more o f Sepoys to Ching- 
iap et; this reinforcement flopped the march of a confiderable de
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tachment, which had fet out on the 19th from. Carangoly to 17^8, 
attack Chinglapet, where, immediately after, arrived the two 
companies of Sepoys from Conjeveram, retreating as foon as Triva- 
tore was reduced. The garrifon, now confiding of nine compa
nies, was deemed almoih fufficient to maintain the fort, until relieved 
from Madrafs; and captain Richard Smith, was appointed to take the 
command, and with him were lent two commiffioned officers, a fer- 
jeant, a corporal, and 12 European gunners, and two field-pieces; fo 
that the whole number of Europeans, including the ferjeants of the 
Sepoys, were thirty chofen men, and Captain Smith was ordered to 
defend the fort at all events and extremities. On the 25th, the fqua- 
aron commanded by Mr. Pococke anchored in the road, having 
executed a fecret comraiffion which had detained him all this while to 
the fouthward, and had given rife to a variety of erroneous reports and 
conjectures. T h e  prefideney on the 25th o f Auguft had finally re- 
folved to recall Major Calliaud from Tritchinopoly, with all the 
European foldiers and Coffres in the garrifon, excepting fuch as 
were in the fervice of the artillery, or annexed to the Sepoys., Cal
liaud, juft as he was ready to march, received intelligence on the 
5th of September, that a very large fleet of Englifh fhips were ar
rived there ; which, although doubtful, required him to fufpend his 
departure until more certain advices, which he received on the 
1 and the next day began his march, with 180 Europeans and 
50 Coffres, leaving, according to his inftruCtions, the command 
of the garrifon, in which were now included the 2000 Sepoys 
brought by Mahomed Ifloof from Tinivelly, to captain Jofeph Smithy 
The detachment marching through the Tanjore country met every 
kind o f afliffance in their way, ajnd on the 23d embarked from Ne- 
gapatam on board the fquadron, which arrived two days after at 
Madrafs. This reinforcement increafed the • means o f protecting 
Chinglapet, and four more field-pieces, with a complement of Laf- 
car-s to work them, were fent thither on the 2d o f October.

Mr. L a lly  at length faw the importance of this place, which, 20 
days before, he might have taken by efcalade in open day, and refolved 
to march againft it with his whole force as foon as he had fettled fome
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1 758. arrangements in the government of Arcot, and the adjacent countries.
.^7777  ̂ In the mean time his communication with Chinglapet, was opened by 

the poffeffion of Covrepauk, and Conjeveram, which his detachments 
found evacuated. But his late acquisitions had not hitherto reimburled 
the expences of the field, nor eftablilhed his credit to borrow; 
fo that his trcalory could barely Supply the pay-of the Soldiers, and 
could not provide the other means of putting the army in motion, 
-and all that the government of Pondicherry could immediately fur- 
nilh was 10,000 rupees : pretending therefore much indignation at 
;this dilappointment, he distributed the troops into various canton
ments, and returned himfelf, accompanied by Mr. Bully, to Pondi
cherry, where as ufual he imputed the failure of his intentions again ft 
Chinglapet to the mifmanagements of the Company’s adminiftra- 
tion. Notwithstanding his deep animofity to Mr. Bully, refpefl to 
the diftinguilhed character o f this officer confined Mr. Pally to the 
obfervances o f public civility; which impoled on no one, as he had 
ftill more publickly exprefted his real opinions. T he rank which Mr. 
Bully held at this time was only that of lieutenant colonel; and 
befides Mr. Soupire, who was a major general, fix o f the officers ar
rived from France were colonels, who o f courfe muft command 
Mr. Bully on all ferviees when adting together. The colonels, fen- 
fible of the advantages which might be derived from Mr. Bully’s 
abilities, and his experience and reputation in the country, and how ■ 
much the opportunities would be precluded by the prefent inferio
rity of his rank, figned a declaration, requeftingon thefe conliderations 
that he might be appointed to the rank of Brigadier General, in fu- 
perfelfion to themfelves, which would place him next in command 
to Mr. Soupire. The public zeal which dictated this requeft, conferred 
as much honour on thofe who made it, as their teftimony on Mr. Bully. 
Their names, highly worthy o f record on this occafion, were moftly 

■ of ancient and noble defcent; D ’Eftaigne, de Pandivifiau, de la 
Fare, Brctueil, Verdiere, and Crillon. Mr. Pally could make no ob- 
jecftion, but with his ufual afperity imputed the compliment to the 
influence of Mr. Bully’s money, inftead of his reputation.

‘T h e



The approach of the ftormy morifoon warned the Englifh fquadron 1758.
to quit the coaft ; and Mr. Pococke, as on ail other occasions of con- ^"•7-7'
Sequence, confulted the presidency on the fecurity of Madrafs dur
ing his abfence. They were of opinion that the enemy, if  at all, 
would not attack the town before the rains had ceafed, which gene
rally happens about the end of November, and had no doubt of de
fending it until reinforcements Should arrive, or the fquadron return.
But as the latenefs of the feafon might deter the .Ships expedited from 
England from venturing on the coaft until the month of January, 
they requefted Mr.'Pococke to lend the marines o f the fquadron, with 
which he complied without hefitation. One hundred men were 
landed, and on the n t h  the fquadron weighed anchor and failed 

for Bombay.
Mr. Moracin, having purpofelv waited at Nelore until the end 

of September, then began his march with the detachment left to his 
care by Mr. Bufty, and was accompanied by Nazeabulla with the 
.troops o f his government: proceeding through the woods and moun
tains of Bangar Yatcham Naigue, they arrived at the pagoda o f 
Tripetty on the 5th of October, the day on which the great annual 
feaft began ; which lafts 25 days. They were here joined by Abdul- 
wahab Cawn, with his troops from Chandergherry : they gave no 
disturbance to the pilgrims, but fummoned the renter to difmifs his 
guards and deliver up the avenues, who, not having a force fufficient 
to  make any effedual oppofition, made propofals to rent the reve
nue o f this, and the enfuing feafts, from the French, on the fame 
terms as he had hitherto held them from the Englifh goverment, 
and tendered a Turn in hand, which Moracin accepted, and confirmed 
him in the employment. Then leaving a part of his detachment to 
guard this valuable acquilition, he pioceeded on the 16fli with the 
reft, and the troops of Nazeabulla to Arcot through the country of 
Bomrauze, who, inftead ■ of. oppofing their paflage, paid mem a vifit..
But Abdulwahab, much offended that the management of the pago
da, which had fo long been the object of his wiflies, was not granted 
to5 himfelf, retired with his troops to Chandergherry. Nazeabulla

and
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1758. and Mcraehi arrived at Arcot on the 1 zth, and leaving their troops.
J there went on to attend Mr. L ally at Pondicherry.

The defiftance of Mr. Lally from marching againft Chinglapet 
after the reduction o f Arcot, gave the prefidency of Madrafs encou
ragement and opportunity to ftrengthen that place more eflectually. 
H ie  partizan Murzafabeg, having lince the French fuccefies no 
employment for the troops he had. levied, had brought the beft of 
them, 70 horfe and 200 Sepoys, to Chinglapet, where they were 
taken into the company’s pay ; and on the 30th of October it was 
determined to encreafe the garrifon to- 100 Europeans, and 1200 
Sepoys, to fend feveral pieces- of battering cannon, to lay-in three 
months proviixons, and to repair the works. A t the lame time 
Captain Smith was recalled to Madrafs, to ferve in his former em
ployment of aid de camp to Colonel Lawrence, and captain Prefton 
was fent to take the command of Chinglapet, which illnefs had 
obliged him to quit. Before his arrival captain R. Smith had de
tached Murzafabeg on the 29th, with four companies o f Sepoys 
and fome of the horfe, to dillodge a party of the enemy’s. Sepoys, 
who had taken poft in the village of Polipore, lituated about 
two miles from the other lide o f the- PaliarM urzafabeg attacked 
them at day-break, killed and wounded 20, difperfed the reft, and ga
thered 60 of their mulkets, which they had thrown down in their flight.

The arrival of a veflel at Pondicherry on the iSth, from Mau
ritius, which brought treafure, together with 100,000 rupees, 
brought by Mr. Moracin from Tripetti, enabled Mr. Lally to put 
the French troops into motion again : and, as the fymptoms of 
the rainy feafon hung back even at the end of the month, parties 
began to aflemble at Carangoly, Salawauk, and Conjeveram, and Mr. 
Lally himfelf came from Pondicherry to Vandiwalh. On the 2d 
of November 250 Europeans, 100 troopers, with fbme black horfe 
and Sepoys, marched from Salawauk, and took poft again at Poli
pore, where they were joined on the 5th by 400 more Europeans, 
with feveral pieces of battering cannon, and a mortar: intelligence 
of which came to Madrafs the next day, a few hours after the 
laft convoy of fupplies had fet out for Chinglapet; and as the

main-
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maintenance of this place depended on the arrival o f thefe fup- x758. 
plies, it was refolved that 1200 Europeans and 1800 Sepoys, by far ^y^ber. 
the greatefl part of the garrifon of Madrafs, fhould immediately take 
•the field to cover them ; of which one half, under the command of 
lieutenant colonel Draper, were to advance as far as Vendalore, 
within 1 o miles of Chinglapet; whilft the other, with colonel Law
rence, were to halt at St. Thomas’s mount, ready to fupport Dra
per’s divifion : they marched on the 7th in the morning; and the 
news flopped the French troops at Polipore from crofling the river, 
and the march of a detachment advancing from Conjeveram under the 
command of Saubinet, both intending to intercept the convoy; which 
got fafe into Chinglapet on the evening of the ninth. Colonel Draper 
continued at Vendalore until the n th , when he received fome in
telligence of the approach of the whole of the enemy’s army, on 
which he marched back with his divifion, and joined that with colo
nel Lawrence at the mount.

Every day had proved the good effects of re-eflablifhing the pof- 
feffion of Chinglapet; for, under the protection of this barrier, the 
country behind, which is more extenfive than the diftriCts protected 
by Pondomalee and Tripaflour, continued to furnifh Madrafs with 
daily fupplies of all kinds of provifions and neceffaries, by which 
the flock laid up in flore to fuftain the impending fiege was faved ; 
and to preferve this benefit as long as pofiibie, the troops which had 
been fent abroad with Draper and Lawrence were ordered to remain 
encamped at the mount until the laft hour which might endanger 
the fafety o f their retreat to the town; after which, as the heft of 
external means to protraCl the fiege when commenced, it was de
termined to have a body of troops in the field diflinCt from thofe 
already belonging to the garrifon, which, i f  nothing more, were to 

•be continually employed in harraffing the enemy’s convoys of flores 
and provifions. Accordingly a contraCl, which had for fome months 

/been under difcuflion, was concluded with the agent of Morarirow 
for the fervice o f 2000 'Morattoe horfe, of which 500 were to ar
rive in 25 days, and the reft in 45 ; but as no Sureties were received,

: the punctuality o f this afiiftance could not be relied on. The pre
sidency, therefore, as a furer refource, ordered the commandant Ma

homed



1758. homed Kloof to take the field with 2000 of their own Sepoys from 
.j— h— ' the parrilon of Tritchinopoly ; and requefted the king of Tanjore

ho\£1abe.r t0 j0hi this body with 1000 of his horfe, and the Polygar Tondi- 

man, and even the diftant Moravars, with the bed; of their troops 
for whom, however, Mahomed Iffoof was not to w a it; and, in cafe 
none of thefe allies arrived in time, he was impowered to enlift 500 
good horfe if to be found in his march. The Nabob dill maintained 
300 horfe, part of whom attended his perfon at St. Thome, and 
the reft were difperfed in the adjacent di ft rich, who on the receipt 
o f  home money joined the army at the M ount; to which all the 
polygars to the northward of Madrafs were likewife commanded to 
fend their troops ; but none came : and the Partizan Murzafabeg,. 
having been refuted an increafe of pay which he demanded in this 
hour of neceftity, went off in the night with his 70 horfe and fome 
of his Sepoys, and took fervice with the French army at Conjeveram..

The troops, of whofe approach L . Colonel Draper had received 
intelligence, were 500 irregular Sepoys, under the command o f an 
aftive adventurer named Lambert, with part of the horfe levied by 
Rajahfaheb, who had been fent forward to plunder and terrify the 
country. They crofted the Paliar, and on the 15th, appeared before ' 
Tripaflour, and attacked the pettah, but were repulfed at the hedge 
which furrounds it, with the lofs of 20 men, by the Peons o f the 
renter, and the trwo companies of Sepoys ftationed in the fort.

But the French army were not in fuch readinefs as the Englifh 
imagined to commence the liege of Madrafs. All the draught 
bullocks which Pondicherry had been able to colled were not fuf- 
ficient to tranfport one half o f the heavy artillery neceflary for the 
attack; and the greateft part o f the train, with many other Lores,, 
had been laden .a month before on ‘ the Harlem taken from the 
Dutch, which fhip failed acrofs the bay, in order to work to the 
northward on the other fide, when fhe was to ftretch acrofs again 
and fall in with Mafulipatam, where fhe was to receive more cannon 
and ftores, and then come down the coaft to Madrafs. The time 
was elapfed in which a well-failing veflel might have made this pal- 
fage, and without news'of the Harlem;, and on this difappointment
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Mr. Lally ordered another ftore of artillery, which had been de- 1758. 
pofited at Alamparva, to be fhipped on two frigates, the Diligence 7k —-— ' 
and the Expedition, which were in the road of Pondicherry^ but Novembef* 
laden for other voyages; fo that it would require a month before 
they could get this artillery on board, and work up againft the wind 
and current to Madrafs. However, the French army might have 
advanced many days before, i f  they had not been in want of many 
other articles, which, although of much more minute detail, were 
equally of abfolute neceftity. As foon as thefe were fupplied, the 
firft divifion moved from Conjeveram on the 19th ; but Mr. Lally 
being very ill, had detained the referve until the 22d, when the 
great body o f the monfoon rain fell with the utmoft violence, and 
lafted without intermiffion for three days : the troops abroad, warned 
by the Iky, were on their march back to Conjeveram when the rain 
began, but neverthelefs gained their way with much difficulty and 
diftrefs, and after it had ceafed, the furface of the country continued 
impaflable for feveral days.

W hilft the colledled force of both nations in the Carnatic were 
thus waiting the impending conflict, each were equally folicitous con
cerning the fuccefs of the armament fent from Bengal into the north
ern provinces. Mr. Johnftone, who had been fent from Calcutta to 
concert preparations with the Rajah Anunderauze, arrived on the 
12th of September at Vizagapatam, of which the Rajah’s officers 
there immediately put him in poffeffion, as the Company’s repre- 
fentative. T he Rajah himfelf was encamped with his forces at Cof- 
fimcotah, a fort 20 miles to the weft of Vizagapatam, and 15 inland 
from the fea. His letter to Mr. Johnftone exprefled much fatif- 
faftion that the Englifh troops were coming, but fignified his in
tention not to furnifh any money towards their expences. Tem- 
peftuous weather from the fouth delayed the arrival of the fhips and 
veflels with Colonel Ford until the 20th of Oftober. As foon as 
the difembarkation was made, two of the Company’s Ihips were fent 
back to B en gal; but the other, the Hardwicke, and the two Hoops, 
remained to attend the progrefs of the expedition. The troops moved 
from Vizagapatam on the ift of November, and on the third joined 
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1758. the Rajah and his army at Coffimeotah, from whence it was deter- 
mined to march againft Rajahmundrum, where Mr. Conflans had 
collected the French troops from all parts,' and they were already 
advancing to attack the Rajah ; but, on hearing that the Enulifh 
troops were in motion to join him, they halted and encamped.

Mr. Johnftone had dilpatched the Hoop in which he came, with 
advices to Madrafs of his reception at Vizagapatam ; on which they 
immediately fent away Mr. Andrews, with feveral affiftants, to re- 
eftablifh the fabtory under their own authority, on which the fettle- 
ment had always been dependent : They likewife fent Captain Cal
endar, an officer on the Madrafs eftablifhment, to abt as fecond 
under Colonel Forde. The vefiel which brought them arrived at V i
zagapatam on the 21 ft of November ; and Andrews with Callendar 
immediately went to the camp, which, by long halts and fhort 
marches, had not yet advanced 30 miles beyond Coffimeotah. Various 
excufes were employed by the Rajah to extenuate this delay ; but the 
real caufe was his repugnance to furnifh the money which Colonel 
Forde demanded, who was not a little offended at his evafions. Mr. 
Andrews, who, having been chief of Madapollam, had long been 
perfonally known to the Rajah, adjufted their differences by a treaty, 
which ftipulated, “  that all plunder fhould be equally divided ; that 
“  all the countries which might be conquered fhould be delivered 
“  to the Rajah, who was to collebt the revenues ; but that the fea- 
“  ports and towns at the mouths of the rivers fhould belong to the 
“  company, with the revenues of the diftribts annexed to them ; that 
“  no treaty for the difpofal or reftitution, whether of the Rajah’s or 
“  the Engliffi pofleffions, fhould be made without the eonfent o f 
“  both parties; that the Rajah fhould fupply 50,000 rupees a month 
“  for the expences of the army, and 6000, to commence from their 
“  arrival at Vizagapatam, for the particular expences of the officers.”  
He held out likewife other propofak o f future alliance, which he had 
not yet authority to ratify.

The united forces now moved in earneft, and on the 3d o f De
cember came in fight of the enemy, who were encamped 40 miles on 
this fide of Rajahmundrum, in a ftrong fituation which commanded

the
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the high road, near a village called Gallapool, and in fight of a fort i 758. 
called Peddipore. They had coo Europeans, many more pieces of '— v— '
^  .1 , 1 1  r  1 r 1 December,cannon than they could ufe at once, a great number of the troops
of the country, o f which 500 were horfe, and 6000 Sepoys. O f the 
Englifh force embarked from Bengal, only 30 Europeans and a few 
Sepoys were wanting, who had been left fick at Vizagapatam ; fo 
that there were in the field 470 Europeans, and 1900 Sepoys. The 
Rajah had 500 paltry horfe, and 5000 foot, fome with aukward fire
arms, the reft: with pikes and bows; but he had collected 40 Euro
peans, who managed four field-pieces under the command of Mr.
Briftol; befides which his own troops had fome ufelefs cannon. On 
the 6th, the Englifh and the Rajah’s army advanced and took pof- 
feflion of a village called Chambole, on the high road likewife, 
within four miles of the enemy, when each deemed the fituation o f 
the other too ftrong to be attacked : on which Colonel Forde, as the 
only means to draw the enemy from theirs to a general action, re- 
folved to march round and regain the road to Rajahmundrum in their 
rear, by palling under the hills to their left, where the enemy could 
not derive much advantage from their horfe. The Rajah approved ; 
and on the 9th, at four in the morning, the Englilh troops were 
in motion ; but the Rajah’s with their ufual indolence not prepared 
to march. Near the foot of the hills, about three miles to the right 
of the village of Chambole, was another called Condore, to gain 
which, the Englifh troops having filed from the right, were in 
march, when at day-break they heard a ftrong cannonade towards 
the Rajah’s camp. It was from 6 guns, which Mr. Conflans, igno
rant o f Colonel Forde’s march, had fent on in the night, under the 
guidance o f an intelligent deferter, who had noticed a fpot that bore 
upon the camp; and Mr. Conflans was following to fupport them with 
his whole army and the reft o f his field-artillery. The Rajah fent 
meflages after meflages, which met the Englifh troops returning to his 
relief; and his own, quickened by the danger, were removingfas faft 
as they could out of the reach o f i t ; and having, in much confufion, 
joined the Englifh, continued marching on with them to the village 
of Condore, where all arrived at eight o’clock. T he enemy, although
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1758. from long diftances, continued to cannonade whilft any of the 
P in te r , Englifh or the Rajah’s troops remained within probable reach.

When arrived at the village o f Condore, the army was juft as far 
as before from the French encampment at Gallapole, but with better 
ground between, and a village midway, which would afford a ftrong 
advanced poft. Mr. Conflans imagined that the Englifti troops had 
marched from their encampment to Condore, in order from hence 
to take pofleffion o f this village, and in this perfuafion crofted the 
plain to prevent them, with his whole army, and fucceeded in his 
wifli without interruption ; for Colonel Forde remained halting at 
Condore, to regulate his future motions by the enemy’s. Mr. Con
flans imputed this inaftion to a confcioufnefs of inferiority, and now 
imagined that the Englifti intended to march back to their encamp
ment at Chambole, to prevent which, he formed his line, and ad
vanced in much hafte, and little order.

The French battalion o f Europeans was in the centre o f the line 
with 13 field-pieces, divided on their flanks, the horfie 500 were on 
the left of the battalion ; 3000 Sepoys formed the right wing, and 
the fame number the left, and with each wing were five or fix 
pieces of cumbrous cannon. The Englifti army drew up with 

• their Europeans in the centre, the fix field-pieces divided on 
their flanks; the 1800 Sepoys were likewife equally divided on 
the wings. Colonel Forde placed no reliance on the Rajah’s in
fantry or horfe, and ordered them to form aloof, and extend on 
each flank o f the Sepoys : all this rabble kept behind, but the rene
gade Europeans under Briftol, who managed the four field-pieces 
belonging to the Rajah, advanced, and formed with the divifion of 
artillery on the left of the Englifti battalion. T he line having had 
time, were in exad order, and had advanced a mile in front o f the 
village of Condore, during which, the enemy cannonaded hotly from 
all their guns. A t length the impetuofity of the enemy’s approach, 
who came on, out-marching their cannon, obliged the Englifti line 
to halt for atftion ; and it chanced that the whole of their bat
talion flopped near and oppofite to a field of Indian corn, which 
was grown fo tall that it intirely intercepted them from the enemy;

but



but the Sepoys on the wings were free in the plain on each hand. 1 y - 3. 
For what reafon is not known, Colonel Forde had ordered his Sepoys v— -— >
to furl their colours, which, befides the principal flag, are feveral ^e"li;>er* 
fmall banners to a company, and to let them lay on the ground 
during the action.

T h e Sepoys and horfe of the enemy’s wings greatly outffxetched 
the wings of the Englifh line, and came on each in a curve to 
gain their flanks ; the French battalion in the centre, in head of ad
vancing parallel to where by the wings they might judge the centre 
of the Englifh line would be, inclined obliquely to the right, which 
brought them beyond the field o f Indian corn, oppofite to the Englifh 
Sepoys on the left wing ; whom from their red jackets, and the 
want of their ufual banners, they from the firft approach miftook 
for the Englifh battalion ; refpeccing them as fuch, they halted to 
drefs their ranks before they engaged, and then began to fire in 
platoons advancing, but at the difiance o f zoo yards. Neverthelefs, 
this was fiufficient; for the Sepoys, feeing themfelves attacked with
out cover by Europeans in front, and the horfe and multitude of the 
enemy’s Sepoys, gaining their rear, or coming down 011 their flank, 
fcarcely preferved courage to give their fire, hurried, fcattered, and 
without command ; and then immediately broke, and ran away to 
fhelter themfelves in the village of Chambole, and were followed by the 
neareft o f the enemy’s horfe. This fuccefs was greater than even the 
confidence of the enemy expected ; and feveral platoons of the French 
battalion were fetting off to purfue them likewife, when they faw a 
line o f men with fhouldered arms marching faff and firm from be
hind the field of Indian corn acrofs their way, to occupy the ground 
which the Sepoys had abandoned.

Colonel Forde had been with the Sepoys before their flight, en
couraging them to refolution ; but faw, by the ufual fymptoms of 
trepidation, that they would not hand the fhock, which prepared 
him to order the judicious movement, which the officers were now 
performing with fo much fleadinefs and fpirit. Captain Adnet, 
commanding on the left, led the line, and as foon as the laft files 
were got clear o f  the com, the word was given, when the whole

halted,



1758. halted, and faced at once, in full front of the enemy. This motion 
DT-ember was quickly executed; for the foremoft man had not more than 300 

yards to march, and the field-pieces were left behind. During this 
fliort interval, the French battalion were endeavouring with much 
buftle to get into order again ; for fome of their platoons had advanced 
a confiderable diftance before others ; and thus the fire o f the Englifh. 
line commenced before the enemy’s was ready; it was given in di- 
vifions, that is, the whole battalion divided into five, andbegan from 
Captain Adnet’s on the left, which was within piftol (hot, and brought 
down half the enemy’s grenadiers; the fire ran on, and before the time 
came for Adnet’s divifion to repeat theirs, the whole of the enemy’s 
line were in confufion, and went about running fall to regain their 
guns, which they had left half a mile behind them on the plain.

The ardour of the Englifh battalion to purfue was lo great, that 
Colonel Forde judged it belt to indulge it in the inftant, although 
not certain of the fuccefs of the Sepoys on the right, but concluding 
that the enemy’s Sepoys who were to attack them, would not con
tinue long, if  they faw their Europeans compleatly routed. The 
order was given for the battalion to march on in following divifions, 
the left leading. Nothing could rep refs their eagernefs. A ll marched 
too faff to keep their rank, excepting the fourth divifion commanded 
by Captain Yorke, who to have a relerve for the whole battalion, if  
broken, as the enemy had been, by their own impetuofity, obliged his 
men to advance in ftrict order. The French battalion rallied at their 
guns, which were 13 in number, fpread in different brigades, or lets, 
as they chanced to hand when left by the troops advancing to the 
action. This artillery began to fire as foon as the ground was clear 
of their own troops, and killed fome men, which only quickened 
the approach of the divifions to clofe in with the guns, of which 
feveral fired, when the firft divifion was within piftol fhot, and Adnet 
fell mortally wounded ; but his men rufhing on drove the enemy 
from the guns they attacked, and the other divifions following with 
the fame fpirit, obliged them to abandon all the others.

The day, if  not completely victorious, was at leaft fecured 
from reverfe by the pofleftion o f all the enemy’s field artillery fit
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for quick firing ; but their camp, to which they were retiring, Bill 1758. 
remained to be attacked ; and Colonel Forde halted until joined ;p7~v'T'J 
by his Sepoys, and, if  they would come, by the Rajah’s troops.

The Sepoys and horfe of the enemy’s right wing were in their turn 
panic-ftruck by the fire of the Englilh battalion routing their own, 
and all turned to gain the rear of the guns, keeping aloof to the left 
o f the Evglifh divifions; and then went off again with the French 
battalion to the camp. Their left wing o f Sepoys behaved better, 
advancing to the ufe of mulketry againft the Englifh Sepoys of the1 
left, with whom the battalion, when filing off to oppofe the French, 
left the three field-pieces of their righ t; and the Sepoys, en
couraged by this afiiftance, the ardour of the Europeans marching 
off, and the fpirit o f their own commander Captain Knox, maintained 
their ground,- facing and firing in various directions behind the- 
banks of the rice fields, in which they had drawn up. The enemy’s 
w i n g  neverthelefs continued the difta-nt fire, until they faw then- 
battalion o f Europeans quitting their guns, and the Sepoys and horfe 
of the right retreating with them to the camp ; when they went off 
likewife; {Retching round to the left of the Englilh battalion halting 
at the guns, and keeping out o f their reach. Captain Knox then ad
vanced to join the battalion with his own Sepoys, and the fix field- 
pieces, and had collected molt of the fugitives of the other wing. Mef- 
fages had been continually fent to the Rajah’s horfe to advance, but 
they could not be prevailed upon to quit the ftielter of a large tank, at 
this time dry, in which they, his foot, and himfelf in the midft of 
them, had remained cowering from the beginning of the a&ion.

As foon as the Sepoys joined, and all the neceffary difpofitions 
were made, which took an hour, Colonel Forde advanced to at
tack the enemy’s camp; but, not to retard the march, left: 
the field-pieces to follow. A  deep hollow way pafifed along the 
{kirt of the camp, behind which appeared a coniideiable number o f 
Europeans regularly drawn up, as if  to defend the pafiage of the* 
hollow way-, and feveral {hot were fired from heavy cannon planted 
to defend the approach. Juft as the Englifih troops came near, and 
the fir ft divifion o f the Europeans ftept out to give their fire, the
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i y 8. field-pieces were arrived within fihot ; on which all the enemy went 
tQ tpe nght-about, abandoned their camp, and retreated, feemingly

’ eccm ei* every man as he lifted, in the utmoft confufion ; but the Englifh 
battalion crofting after them, many threw down their arms, and 
furrendered themfelves prifoners., Mr. Confians had previoufty fent 
away four of the fmalleft field-pieces ; and the money of the 
military cheft, laden for expedition on two camels. I he fpoil of the 
field and camp was 30 pieces of cannon, moft of which were 
brafs; 50 tumbrils, and other carriages laden with ammunition; 
feven mortars from thirteen to eight inches, with a large provilion 
of fhells; 1000 draught bullocks, and all the tents of the French 
battalion. Three of their officers were killed in the field, and 
three died of their wounds the fame evening; 70 of their rank 
and file were likewife killed, or mortally wounded : fix officers and 
50 rank and file were taken prifoners, and the fame number of 
wounded were fuppofed to have efcaped. O f the Englilh battalion, 
Captain Adnet and 15 rank and file, were killed ; Mr. Macguire, the 
pay-mafter, and Mr. Johnftone, the commiflary, who joined the 
grenadiers, two officers, and 20 of the rank and file, were wounded; 
the Sepoys had 100 killed and more wounded. No viftory could be 
more compleat. Mr. Conflans, the commander of the French army, 
changing horfes, arrived on the full gallop at Rajahmundrum 
before midnight, although the diftance is 40 miles from the field 
on which the battle was loft ; the troops took various routs, but 
moft of them towards Rajahmundrum.

The cavalry of Anunderauze, although incapable of fighting, 
were very active as fcouts to obferve the flying enemy, and the con
currence of their reports determined Colonel Forde to lend forward 
500 Sepoys, which in the army were ranked the firft battalion of 
thefe troops, under the command of Captain Knox. They were in 
march at five in the afternoon. The next day intelligence was re
ceived, that many of the enemy’s Europeans, and fome of their black 
fugitives, had flopped at Rajahmundrum; 011 which 1000 more 
Sepoys were fent to join thofe with Captain Knox ; and the whole, 
now 1 too, arrived there at break of day on the 10th.
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- This city, the capital of the province, is fituated on the eaftern bank i j  -g. 
of the Godaveri, 40 miles from the fea. In the middle of the town, ^
and near the river, hands a large fort, with mud walls of littledfi- ”**
fence. T h e French troops, having loft all their heft cannon, would 
not truft to thole in the fort, and report had rep relented the Engjifh 
Sepoys as the whole army, the Rajah’s and all, in full pur fa it ; and 
in this perfuallon they had begun to crofs the river at midnioftt.
Fifteen Europeans, with all the Pores, baggage, and bullocks, which 
had efcaped from the battle, had not yet embarked, and were im
mediately feized ; a boat loaded with many more Europeans was in 
the ftream; and four fmall field pieces, with a thirteen-inch 
mortar of brafs taken out of the fort, had juft reached the other fhore 
when the Engiifh Sepoys arrived, who fired for half an hour, as well 
with their mufkets as from the cannon of the fort, upon the boat 
and the oppofite fhore, which deterred the enemy from carrying off 
the field-pieces and mortar, or from remaining near them; and a 
party of Sepoys crofting the river in boats, brought them back the 
fame day without moleftation : a large quantity o f ammunition and 
military ftores, laid up for the French army, was taken in the fort.

Colonel Forde, with the reft of the Engiifh farces, arrived at Ra- 
jahmundrum the next day; but the Rajah, with his, remained at 
Peddipoor performing the ceremony of burying the few of his people 
which had chanced to be killed by the ftraggling fhot of the fight.
T he Hardwicke, and the two (loops, were at anchor on the coaft fome 
leagues above the field of battle, which is about ro miles from the 
fea ; and the day after the vi&ory they failed to cruize on the enemy’s 
veflels between Mafulipatam and their factories on the Godaveri: and 
a few days after the fhip Thames was difpatched from Vizagapatam, 
fully laden with provifions, to Madrafs.

T h e  delay of every day which had retarded Mr. Rally from 
advancing againft Madrafs was an advantage gained; Captain 

Jofeph Smith commanding in Tritchinopoly, as foon as he received 
the orders o f  the prefidency, equipped 2000 Sepoy s from his garrifon, 
and delivered them, with two fmall field-pieces, to the command o f 
Mahomed IfToof, who crofted the Coleroon with this force on the 
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1758. 21 ft of November, without waiting for the troops of the allies,

December whofe affiftance the prefidency had requefted. The polygar Tondi-
man gave affurances, and was really colleaing fame, but the Mo- 
raver had returned no anfwer, and the king o f Tanjore had expreffed 
himfelf in fuch equivocal terms, that the Prefidency refolved to fend 
major Calliaud, in whom the king had confidence, to convince him 
of the impolicy of his indifference : accordingly this officer embarked 
on the 30th in a common maflbolah, intending to land atTran- 

quebar.
The French army moved again from Conjeveram on the 29 th of 

November, advancing on the high road towards Madrafs : but a 
large detachment under the command of Mr. Soupire proceeded along 
the bank of the Paliar, with orders to halt between the river and 
Chinglapet. O11 the fame day the partizan Lambert, with his troops 
and two fmall field-pieces, attacked the pettali of Pondomalee, which 
the enfign, Crowley, attempted to defend, but was driven into the 
fort with the lofs of 30 or 40 o f his Sepoys killed and wounded, 
and two of their ferjeants, Europeans, were made prifoners. On the 
4th of December, Mr. Lally reconnoitred the fort of Chinglapet in 
perfon, within mufket-fhot; and contrary to the found rules of war, 
and perhaps his own conviction, determined to leave it in his rear.. 
On the 7th, the whole army halted at Vendaloor, and Lambert’s 
party appeared in fight of the Mount, where the Englifh army had 
been reinforced with 400 more Europeans from the town, being all 
that remained, excepting the invalids and artillery: 300 had been 
polled, a mile and half in the rear of the main camp, at Sidapet or 
the little Mount, to guard the bridge and ford over the river of St. 
Thome ; but on the night after the appearance of Lambert’s party, 
thefe troops were fent back to the town, and the fame number weie 
detached to fupply their place from the camp ; for Colonel Lawrence 
had no intention to rilk a general action. In the afternoon of the ninth 
a confiderable body of the enemy appeared in fight of the Mount; 
but Mr. Lally had left his camp Handing at Vendaloor, of which 
Colonel Lawrence received intelligence, and regarded this appear-* 
ance of not moving far from it, as a feint to cover the intention of

a forced





a forced march in the night, higher up, acrofs the river of St. 1758. 
Thome, which might bring the French army before morning be- 
tween the Englifh camp and Madrafs, and cut off their retreat to 
the town : he therefore immediately ftruck his tents and marched 
back with the whole army to the Choultry plain.

The ground fo called commenceth about 2000 yards fouth-weft of 
the white town of Madrafs, or Fort St. George, from which it is 
fieparated by two rivers. The one, called the river o f Triplicane, 
winding from the weft, gains the fea about a thoufand yards to the 
fouth of the glacis. The other coming from the northweft, pafleth 
near the weftern fide of the black town, the extremity of which is 
high ground, which the river rounds, and continues to the Eaft, 
until within 100 yards of the fea, where it walheth the foot of the 
glacis, and then turning to the fouth continueth parallel with the 
beach, until it joins the mouth and bar of the river of Triplicane.
From the turning of the river at the high ground, a canal, ftriking 
to the fouth, communicates with the river o f Triplicane. The 
low ground included by the channels of the two rivers and the ca
nal, is called the Ifland, which is about 3000 yards in circumfe
rence. 1200 yards from the ftrand of the fea is a long bridge 
leading from the ifland over the Triplicane river, to a road which 
continues fouth to the town of St. Thome. Another bridge over 
the canal, leads to the weft, and amongft others to a village 
called Egmore, from which this bridge takes its name. Coming 
from the fouth or weft, thefe two bridges afford the only convenient 
accefs to the Fort or white town, excepting another along the ftrand 
of the fea, when the bar of the Triplicane river is choaked with fand.
All the ground between the St. Thome road and the fea is filled 
with villages apd enclofures ; and fo is that on the leit, fox half 
a mile towards the Choultry plain, from which a road and leveral 
fmaller paflages leads through them to the St. Thome Road.

It was neither the intention of the Prefidency, nor of Colonel 
Lawrence hhnfelf, to rifque the army on the Choultry plain, more 
than they had at the Mount; for a defeat in the field was the certain 
lots o f Madrafs, as. the enemy in their fuperiority had 300 European
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1758. horie, excellently mounted and difciplined; the greateft number 
*-— whi ch had hitherto appeared together in India. The intention 

December. was t0 time, for every day was precious; and not to difpirit

the troops, who were to fuftain the impending fiege, and might 
have made finifler reflections if  they had been haftily led back with
in the walls, before their own underflandings were convinced of the 
neceffity. The ground and the advantages which were taken of it 
by Colonel Lawrence, fecured their retreat, when it fhould become 

neceflfary.
The Choultry plain extends two miles to the weft of the enclo- 

fures which bound the St. Thome road, and terminates on the 
other fide at a large body o f water called the Meliapore Tank, 
behind which runs with deep windings, the Triplicane river. 
The road from the Mount pailes two miles and a half under the 
mound of the tank, and at its ifiue into the Choultry plain, was a 
kind of defile, formed by the mound on one hand, and buildings 
with thick enclofures on the other. Colonel Lawrence, retreating 
from the mount, halted and remained during that and the next day, 
which was the 1 oth, oppofite to this defile. On the 11 th he cut 
through the mound of the tank, which fwamped the whole length 
of the road, and then retreated to the other extremity of the plain, 
-clofe to the enclofures nearefl the Triplicane river. In this fitua- 
-tion his field-pieces commanded the road leading acrofs the plain to 
•that part of the enclofures through which this road continues to that 
■ of St. Thome, which from the junction continues freight to the 
bridge of Triplicane. Three companies o f Sepoys were advanced in 
front on the left, to a choultry handing at the fkirt of the plain, 
where the road enters the enclofures.

The French army remained at the Mount during the n th , but 
marched before day-break on the 12th ; and at fun-rife all their Eu
ropean cavalry, having taken a circuit to the fouth of the plain, ap
peared at the choultry fo unexpectedly, that the Sepoys fcarcely . 
Laid to give their firffc fire, and ran into the enclofures on their left, 
through which they gained the main body. T he cavalry, thinking 
tthemfelves fecured by a fmall grove, which was in the rear of the 
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choultry, drew up in front of it, but were immediately annoyed by 1758.. 
.the advanced field-pieces; of which, feveral foot made way through '—
the trees and killed three troopers ; on which, all galloped away to 'D''c"mbes* 
the St. Thome .road, intending, it fhouid ffeem, to ,pufh to Triplicane- 
bridge, and then either continue on the ifland, or advance along the 
Brand of the river in the rear of the Englifh army : but oppofite to the 
governor’s garden, 500 yards from the bridge, they found the road 
blockaded acrofs, as well as the lane 011 the left, along the garden-wall, 
by which they might like wife have come round ; and in thefe two 
pofts were three companies of Sepoys, with two guns ; and the St.
Thome road, for a long way, had no other iflue to the left. The 
fh'ft fire from the ftockades drove the cavalry up the road until out 
of reach.

Mean while the main body of the French army appeared i{Th
ing from along the mound of the Meliapore tank, and advanced 
along the road, which was here between an avenue of trees, 
cannonading at intervals from fome of their field-pieces-: they 
were anfiwered without intermiffion by fix from .the Englifh line, 
until their van were half through the avenue, and within 1000 
yards, when Colonel Lawrence ordered the retreat. The line 
marched off their ground by the right, and paffing a village called 
Chindadrapettah, crofted the river of Triplicane, where it was for
dable without difficulty; they then continued round Two or three 
hamlets to theEgmore bridge, which leads ,over the canal into the 
Ifland. Here they halted fome time to receive a guard of 30 Europeans 
pofled in a redoubt at Egmore, in which was the powder-mill of 
the garrifon. As foon as this party joined, the whole army croffed 
the bridge, and after fome detachments of Europeans and Sepoys had 
been draughted and font to defend the pafles of the black town, 
the reft of the army marched into the fort. Mr. LaiIv gave no in- 

•terruption-to the retreat, probably becaufe he fufpected fome ftrata- 
geins. Three Europeans were killed in the cannonade, but the 
French loft 10, and,as many wounded.

A t the fame time that the main body of the French army were 
:adyancing to the Choultry plain, their irregular Sepoys with Lam 
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1758. bert had proceeded along the fouth tide of the San Thome liver, 111 
*— > order to attack a redoubt fituated on the fide of it near the fea.

December. ^  guard was 0nly one company o f Sepoys, who getting intelli

gence in time, retreated along the beach and arrived fafe in the 

garrifon.
As foon as Colonel Lawrence came into the foit, the council of 

the prefidency aflembled, and by an unanimous vote committed the 
defence of the fiege to the governor Mr. Pigot, recommending to him 
to confult Colonel Lawrence on all occafions, and on extraordinary 
emergencies to affemble a council of the fuperior officers o f the gar
rifon. T he French army immediately encamped on the ground which 
the Engliffi had quitted, but fent a detachment acrols the Tripli- 
cane river, which took poll 111 the redoubt at Egm ore.,

As the French army were advancing from the Mount, 300 Euro
peans, with two twelve-pounders, had been fent off under the com
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Murphy, againfc Pondamalee. They 
arrived at noon, and Murphy fummoned Enfign Crowley, with 
threats, as refilling in an untenable poll, although the fort was o f 
Hone, and furrounded by a wet ditch. On Crowley’s refufal, the 
twelve-pounders were employed until night, when 20 of the 
French detachment had been killed or wounded, and little damage 
had been done to the wall ; but the Sepoys within, expeffing nei
ther fuccour nor quarter, began to waver; on which, Crowley 
marched with them out of the fort in deep filence at midnight, and 
palling where he was apprized the enemy kept flight watch, got 
o.ut of reach before they were ready to purfue ; and, knowing the 
country, came in the next morning by the north o f the black town. 
The number was 500, in live companies, of which three were the 
garrifon of Pondamalee, and two had retreated hither from the fort 

of Tripahore.
Their arrival brought in the laft of the troops, fhtioned in diflant 

out-polls, and completed the force with which Madrafs was to fuf- 
tain the liege. The roll o f the European military, including the 
officers with #4 topaffes, and 89 coffrees incorporated in the compa
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hies, amounted to 1 7 5 8  men. T he Sepoys were 2220. O fth eE u - 1758. 
ropeans 24 were troopers mounted. The Nabob’s horfe were 
200 ; but, from experience, very little fervice was expe&ed from 
them. T h e  European inhabitants not military were 150 men, 
and they were appropriated without difiindtion to ferve out ftores 
and provifions to the garrifon. The native boatmen, who alone 
can ply acrofs the furf, had been retained by fpecial encourage
ments, and their huts, with their mafloolas or boats, extended 
under the wall next the fea, where it was fuppofed not a fhot 
was likely to fall. The Nabob, with his family and attendants, 
had come into the fort on the day that the army retreated from the 
Mount ; but, although lodged in one of the beft houfes, were much 
ftraitened for want of the room and convemencies to which they had 

been accuftomed.
The French army continued on the other fide of the Triplicane 

river during the day they arrived from the Mount, and all the next; 
but at two m the morning of the 14th were in motion, and having 
palled the river where the Englifh. had eroded, proceeded at the back 
of Egmore to the village of Viparee, which is about a mile to the 
north-weft o f  that poft, and from whence a good road leads nearly 
weft to the northern part of the black town. Parts of the ancient 
bound hedge, and the ruins of fome guard-houies, ftill remained 
along the north and weft fides of the black tow n ; and, with 
the channel of the northern river, rendered the gieaten pa.it or the 
weftern fide very defenfible: but on the fide facing the north, were 
many gaps, too open to be maintained. The army, having advanced 
to the ford acrofs which the road from Viparee leads into the town,,
£red their field-pieces before them, which the guards returned 
with their mulketry, but the Sepoys only with one me, and then 
ran away. The Europeans, nevertheiefs, defended the ford, and 
ieveral other acceffes on either hand, until they perceived that ieve- 
i:al parties o f  the enemy had entered on the north fide ; when all 
retreated as fafit as they could to the fort,, and none weie inter
cepted. In the Ikirnlifhes, three of them had been killed ; but of the
enemy, eleven. Soon after,; the whole of the French army ap
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1 7 rS, feared in the fouthern parts of the town, where the freets opened.
T T T T 3* upon the efplanade of the fort. T he regiment of Laily took up

their quarters near the beach o f the fea,. Lorrai-n, with the batta
lion of India, on the riling ground to the w e ft; but both be
hind buildings which fcreened them from the fire of the 
ramparts. A  multitude of the natives, with the ufual defpon- 
dency o f their character, had remained in their habitations until the' 
laft hour, and now came pouring upon the glacis, imploring admit
tance into the covered way, but were rcfufed, and advifed to make 
their elcape as well as they could in the n igh t; feveral fpies and 
two or three deferters came mingled amongft them, who reported 
that the French troops were all employed in ran lacking the houfes, 
and that they had difeovered feveral warehoufes filled with arrack, 
with which moft of them had already got drunk; and fuch as were 
perceived from the town, appeared daggering under their loads and 
liquor; on which it was refolved to make a ftrong fally before they 
fh-ould have time to recover themfelves.

Five hundred o f the heft men were draughted, and given to the 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Draper, who fuggefted the defign ; 
and ioo with major Brereton were to follow a little while after, as 
a covering party. A t eleven o’clock Draper’s detachment marched 
out of the weftern ravelin ; two companies of grenadiers led the 
line, but the two field-pieces were in the rear. Their way was, firft, 
300 yards ftreight on to the weft, where a bridge croffes a ftagnated 
arm of the river that communicates with the weftern ditch of the fort. 
This bridge gives accefs to and from the black town by the afeent 
o f the rifing ground, and is laid pointing to the N.. w . : the afeent 
begins almoft as foon as you have crofted the bridge, and the road 
to the top continues about 300 yards in that direction, when 
it turns into a long ftreet of Indian houfes, which runs nearly north 
and fouth, and is crofled by feveral others on either hand. Such 
was the negligence and fecurity of the French army, that they did 
not perceive the approach of the detachment, until apprifed by a 
miftake of the Englifh drummers, moft o f whom being black boys, 
began to beat the grenadiers march as foon as they entered the ftreet: 
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on which the whole line from one end to the other fet up their huzza; 1758.
but even on this warning the enemy did not look out with fufficient _v— y—'

a " December
attention to be certified in which flreet the detachment was advancing,
but drew up at the head of another, which ran parallel to it, about 
100 yards on the left; in which they advanced 2 o r 3 platoons 
about 50 yards lower down, at the opening o f a crofs-ftreet which 
gave a flrait communication between the tw o : the Englifh troops 
marching on did not receive a fhot until they came oppofite to this ad
vanced guard, which then fired, and with execution, for the diftance 
was point blank : the firft of the line returned the fire, but being the 
company of grenadiers halted no longer than this operation, and 
then proceeded; for Draper, knowing how near, and where the 
enemy’s main body were drawn up, would not flop the line, but 
flationed two platoons from the fucceeding companies to continue 
the fire, and prevent the enemy from breaking through the flreet.
He at the fame time ordered the two field-pieces to advance from the 
rear to the front, and the troops marching in whole files opened to 
the right and left to let them pafs; but before they were brought 
up, the grenadiers and fome more had pufhed on to the head 
of the long flreet, in which they were marching. This was 
terminated by another much broader that crofted it, coming on the 
right from the efplanade of the fort to the eafl, and continued 100 
yards on the other hand to the weft of the long flreet, where the 
crofs-ftreet turned to the north and then again to the weft. In that 
part o f the crofs-ftreet to the left appeared the regiment o f Lorrain, 
with four field-pieces, drawn up facing the fouth, oppofite to the 
flreet in which they had polled their advanced guard, and were ex
pecting the Englifh troops ; to whom in this pofition they prefented 
their flank quite naked. Beyond them, in the continuation o f the 
flreet, after it has turned to the north, the battalion o f India, which 
comprized the troops belonging to the French company, were af- 
fembling. N ot a moment was loft in taking the advantage ; the 
grenadiers, and as many more as the breadth of the flreet, which 
was here 50 yards, would admit, faced and fired ; but had fcarcely 
time to give a fecond, before the two field-pieces came up. In that 
part o f the crofs-ftreet where the Englifh troops had faced, and in 
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1758. front of their left, almoffc adjoining to the long ftreet they had 

Dê embê  Pa^e<̂ through, lay the ruins o f a demolifhed houfe, which fpread 
more than half-way over the crofs-ftreet, and although not high 
enough to prevent a Angle rank of mufketry from firing over the 
rubbifh, did not admit the field-pieces, which were therefore drawn 
up to the right of the rubbifh, and the troops which had flood 
there made room for them, by crowding along the adjoining walls 
on that fide of the crofs-ftreet. Thefe alterations created fome con- 
fufion ; for they were made with much hurry from the ardour o f 
letting the field-pieces to w ork; which did not difappoint the expec
tation, but firing with grape knocked down numbers. Lorrain 
icarcely flood a minute before all the men ran into the oppofite 
houfes ; and all the officers could do was to turn the field-pieces, 
which the gunners likewife abandoned after the very firft difcharge. 
Draper immediately commanded his own firing to ceafe, and the 
grenadiers to follow him to the enemy’s guns, to which he ran, and 
fired a piftol, but without effect, at an officer who remained by them, 
which the officer having returned with as little, offered to furrender 
himfelf and the guns, when Draper perceived that he had been fol
lowed by only four grenadiers. In the fame inftant, many o f the 
French foldiers, encouraged by the ceafing of the Englifh fire, and 
the backwardnefs of the men to advance with Draper, gathered 
again in the ftreet, and began to fire ; by which two of the grena
diers wTere killed, and the other two wounded before they got 
back to their own men, and Draper returned with them. Now  the 
field-pieces and mufketry on both fides commenced the hotteft fire ; 
but with encreafing havock from the enemy, whofe numbers were 
augmented every moment by the battalion of India ; and many o f 
the Englifh foldiers began in their turn to take Ihelter in the neareft 
houfes and enclofures. Neverthelefs, the brunt o f this fight con
tinued 20 minutes, when Draper convinced that no fuccefs was to 
be expected, and that the arrival o f Daily’s regiment from the fea- 
fide might cut off the whole detachment, ordered the retreat; but 
not a Engle drummer was found to beat it. The grenadiers of the 

Company’s troops, not having room to be employed in the crofs-

ftreet



ftreet occupied by other platoons and the field-pieces, had gone into a 1758. 
large enclofure on the fide of the direct oppofite to the rubbifh ; and 
as well as the others who had taken flicker in houfes on the right were 
not apprized of the retreat: all who were marched huddled together 
down the crofs-ftreet, which opened in lefs than 300 yards upon 
the efplanade, and under the prote&ion of the guns of the fort; but 
the enemy purfued ib clofe, and their fire both o f cannon and muf- 
ketry became fo fuperior, that the two field-pieces in the rear of the 
detachment were abandoned; and the enemy’s divifions had advanced 
to the enclofure in which the grenadiers had taken refuge, before they 
had thought of marching out. They were offered quarter, which they 
accepted, becaufe they could make no effectual refinance, although 
they were eighty, the prime men of the garrifon. During the fight 
in the weftern part of the black town, the regiment of Lally towards 
the fea were with much difficulty got under arms by Mr. Buffy, for 
raoft of the common men were reeling drunk. However, they had ad
vanced, fheltered by houfes from the fire of the fort, until they came 
within 300 yards o f the ftreet in which the Englifh were retreating; 
and arrived there juff as the line were coming out o f it upon the ef
planade, when the interval between them was open to the fire of the 
fo rt; the fear of which, and the miftruft of their intoxicated men, 
deterred the other platoons, and the field-pieces, officers from leading 
them on to the fair attack before them; and they were contented to fire 
from two field-pieces ill-pointed at the line, who as foon as out of the 
ftreet turned fhort to the fouth, and proceeded on the lower ground 
under the houfes which fkirted the weft face of the efplanade, until 
they came oppofite to the north-weft angle of the glacis, and met in 
the way the covering party with Major Breretoii, which had advanced 
and was waiting for them in good order : the nearer the line came to 
the fort, the greater became their hurry to get into it, for many ran 
over the glacis; but all the officers, with as many men as they could 
keep together, marched in order to the entrance on the eaftern face of 
the north ravelin. No officer, excepting Lieutenant Billock, was killed 
on the fpot; but Major Polier, Captain Hume, and Enfign Chace, were

E e e 2 mortally



1758. mortally wounded: Polier came into the fort, but the other two 
'— were taken. Captain Pafcall and Lieutenant Elliot were ffiot

I J  o r -p  k p » . JL

through the body; Lieutenants Stephen Smith and Blair, and Enfign 
Cook, were wounded and taken; but recovered. O f rank and 
file 103 were taken, o f whom 19 were wounded: Fifty came in 
wounded, and fifty were left dead abroad, of whom all did not fall 
in the open aft ion, for more than 20 were found killed in dif
ferent houfes, moftly {tabbed with bayonets, and with their an- 
tagonifts lying dead befide them ; fo that the garrifon loft the lives 
or fervice o f more than 200 foldiers and fix officers by this Tally. 
The French acknowledged 200 of their common men killed and 
wounded; and had 12 officers wounded, Saubinet mortally, and 
three killed on the fpot; they loft only four prifoners, of whom 
one was the Count D ’Eftaign ; his quarters were with Lally’s regi
ment near the beach, and on the firft firing he mounted his horfe, 
and came galloping down the crofs-ftreet to the rear of the Engliffi 
grenadiers, whom, being ffiort-fighted, or perhaps not feeing at all 
through the fmoke, he took for French troops, nor perceived his 
miftake until within a few yards, when his horfe {tumbling, threw 
him, and before he could recover himfelf, he was feized by 
two drummers, who had their fwords drawn to ftab him, when 
Lieutenant Smith, the fame who was afterwards taken prifoner 
himfelf, ftepped between : his confequence being known, he was 
immediately fent away with an officer and a file of men to the fort. 
Mr. L ally  blamed exceffively his own regiment for not marching on 
the firft fire, which had they done, and the troops been lefs intoxi
cated, it is probable that very few of the Engliffi detachment would 
have efcaped. He endeavoured to fix the fault on Mr. Bully, who 
juftified himfelf by the delay o f Mr. Lally’s orders, without which, 
according to the regulations o f the fervice, the regiment could not 
march ; and then Bufly led them. Mr. Lally regretted exceedingly 
the lofs of Saubinet and the Count D ’Eftaign, and with reafon ; for 
the one poflefled all the qualities o f an able general, and the other of 
an active partisan.

Very



Very few cafes permit a ftrong fally from the garrifon at the 1758. 
opening of a liege ; the prefent was in fome meafure juftified by the ^  
fuppofition that the enemy’ s troops were intoxicated and in confufion : 
but, notwithftanding the ardour o f the onfet, it left no advantageous 
impreflion o f the firmnefs of the garrifon with the French officers ; 
and Murphy, one of the mod: experience, propofed that a general 
affault fliould be made on the town in the enfuing night, in four 
di vifions, and offered to lead the principal attack himfelf. It was 
lucky for them that his advice was not followed.

The next day the French army began to prepare their batteries, 
but in fituations concealed by houfes from the view of the ramparts ; 
however, the motions to and fro left little doubt where they were 
at work, and fhells as well as fhot were fired at intervals throughout 
the day to interrupt them ; although fparingly, except when certain 
of effect; and this prudent thrift was obferved throughout all the 
days, until they opened their batteries : but their artillery which had 
embarked for the fiege was hill at a diftance at. fea, and on the day 
o f the fally a party o f four companies o f Sepoys, detached with 
Lieutenant' Airey by Captain Prefton from Chinglapet, took the 
only 13 inch mortar, which was coming by land : it was efcorted by 
150 Sepoys ; they were intercepted and defeated between Sadrafs and 
Cobelong ; but Airey, having no bullocks to draw off the mortar, 
ruined it as well as he could, and left it on the road.

Intelligence had been received, that one of the veffels which had 
been laden with artillery at Alamparva, was detained at anchor off 
the point o f  Conimere, about 15 miles to the South o f Sadrafs, by 
the contrary wind and current; and a Dutch Snow being in the road 
of Madrafs, it was refolved to equip and employ her, to attack the 
French veflel; accordingly 20 failors belonging to the fquadron who 
had been lately exchanged, and 40 of the marines left by Mr.
Pococke, were fent on board under the command of a naval officer 
o f experience ; but juft as he was going to weigh, the failors refufed 
to ferve, pretending that they knew the French ftiip was much too 
ftrong for them ; on which they were relanded on the io.th, and 
the attempt was relinquifhed.

The



1758. The experience of the very few days that the fort had been in- 

‘De^irbu veiled, had convinced the Nabob of the increaling inconveniences
which he and his family would fader by continuing in it through 
the liege ; and the garrilon flill more wifhed to be freed from the 
ufelefs confumption and embarralfment o f his retinue, which con- 
lifted of 400 men, with 200 horfes, befides other cattle, who, 
iieverthelefs, could not decently be difm-iflfed whilll he remained. 
It was therefore refolved, with mutual fatisfaclion, that he fhould pro
ceed by fea with his wife, women, and children, and their immediate 
attendants, on board the Dutch fnow, which was to land them at the 
Dutch lettlement of Negapatam ; from whence, being in the Tan- 
jore country, they might proceed fecurely to Tntchinopoly. They 
embarked, attended by one of the council, on the night of the 20th, 
and before morning were out o f ligh t; the Nabob’s dependants were 
then told, that they might provide for their own fafety, and in a 
few nights moll o f them quitted the town.

On the 16th at night, a fally was made to the north by 40 Euro
peans, and as many Sepoys ; but they were difcovered before they 
got clear of the glacis, and returned without firing. Tw o fallies 
were made on the night of the 19th : the one by 20 Europeans and 
30 Sepoys, under the command of Enfign Bonjour, who proceeded 
to the northward under the beach to the firft houfes beyond the 
efplanade, when fome of the Sepoys cried out they faw horfe, and 
giving a fcattering fire took flight, which obliged the Europeans, 
after giving theirs, to retreat likewise, but, before they were out of 
reach, they received the enemy’s, by which one was killed and two 
wounded. The other fally was of 1000 Sepoys, under the com
mand of Jemaul Saheb, to the fouthward ; they wTere to beat up a 
guard polled at the garden-houfe, and then proceed to St. Thome, 
in order to feize a piece o f battering cannon wrhich was waiting 
there for bullocks, under the efcort of a company o f Sepoys: they 
marched over the Triplicane-bridge, but had fcarcely got into the St. 
Thome Road, when they received a fire from the firll enclofure oil 
the left, which threw the whole body into a panick, and all ex

cepting
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cepting 30 or 40 returned into the fort, and none of them had re- *7580

ceived a wound. _ D «elh7.
On the 21ft another detachment of 1000 Sepoys with 20 Euro

peans fallied at 1 o o’clock in the day, under the conduct of Lieu
tenant Balantync and Enfign Crowley, in order to beat up a party 
with 2 guns which were reported to be polled at the pagoda in the 
village of Triplicane about a mile to the fouth of the fort. They 
crolled the bar of the Triplicane river, and proceeded driving feveral 
fmall Sepoy guards before them to the pagoda ; where, not finding 
either the party or the guns they were leeking, they turned into the 
St. Thome road, and croffingit, marched along the other road, which 
leads to the Choultry-plain, intending to attack the enemy’s guards 
on the outfide of the enclofures near the village of Chindadrepettah ; 
but before they arrived on the plain 300 Europeans were reported ad
vancing from Triplicane river, on which the detachment marched back 
to the bridge, and returned by the Ifrand of the river to the bar, where 

* a company o f  grenadiers were waiting to cover their retreat. W hillt 
this detachment was abroad, two pieces of battering cannon, drawn 
by a great many bullocks and coolies, were perceived eroding from 
the village o f Chindadrepettah to the s. w. towards the black town, 
and being within randomihot o f the weftern bafiions feveral cannon 
were fired upon them, which foon llopt the bullocks and coolies, 
and one of the guns funk to the axle-tree in the m ud; upon which 
300 Sepoys, encouraged by the promife of a reward, marched with 
Jemaul Sabah to Ipike up thefe guns : on their appearance the 
drivers call off and hurried away the bullocks, and the coolies ran 
away; but before the Sepoys got to the bridge, which leads to 
Egmore, 200 European horfe, followed by fome infantry, appeared: 
advancing from the camp in the black town; on which the party 
was recalled into the fort.

On the 17th, all the Englilh prifoners that had been taken at the 
fally were lent away for Pondicherry. They were 10 0 , and were 
efcorted by 150 o f the European horfe, 40 European foot, and 500  

Sepoys. T h ey  moved Howdy, and proceeded towards Sadrafs, by the* 
road near the fea Ihorq, which paffeth by Cobelong, where they were 

2, halting



1758. halting 011 the 19th. Captain Prefton, zealous to recover the pri-
v— ✓ --> Toners, marched in the night of the 19th, with the greateft part o f

' ‘ ° * the garrifon of Chinglapet, to intercept them. His party was only 
80 Europeans, 400 Sepoys, and two field-pieces. They crofl'ed the 
country, and halted at 10 o’clock next day fix miles to the fouth of 
Sadrafs. A  channel of 20 miles in length extends from Cobelong 
to within three miles of Sadrafs, and has at each extremity an open
ing to the fea, from which it receives its water, and at times enough 
to overflow the country a mile a-crofs, in which ftate it was at 
prefen t. Befides the road leading from Cobelong to Sadrafs along 
the fea fhore, there is another within the inundation, and Prefton 
remaining where he had halted fent half his force over the water 
with lieutenant Airey, to wait for the enemy on the other, road ; two 
hours after appeared a body o f 400 Sepoys, with fome black horfe, 
whom Prefton kept at a diftance and difperfed; and in the evening, 
Airey’s party returned without any tidings o f the efcort, which had 
pafled on to Sadrafs before he crofted the water, on which Prefton* 
marched back to his garrifon, where he arrived the next day.

The commandant Mahomed Ifloof, after having been detained 
three days at Outatore by the rains, arrived on the 29th of N o
vember at Thiagar, where he was joined by the killidar, Kiftnarow, 
with 250 horfe, and 1000 foot; and Mahomed Ifloof himfelf had 
enlifted 100 horfe on the road. Their forces marched on the firft of 
December, and invefted Elavanafore, which ftands ten miles to the 

' weft o f Thiagar. There were in the fort two companies o f Sepoys 
belonging to the French, with a lieutenant, Dumefnil, and three 
other Europeans, a ferjeant, and two gunners, and two field-pieces : 
this garrifon defended themfelves until the clofe o f the evening, 
when they furrendered. F ifty o f the Sepoys took fervice with Ma
homed Ifloof; the reft were difarmed and permitted to go where 
they pleafed, but the four Europeans were fent to Tritchinopoly : 
fome ftores and ammunition were found in the fort. The next day 
Kiftnarow went away with his own troops to get plunder, and on 
the 7th burnt a village in fight o f Fort St. David; but Mahomed 
Ifloof did not move until the 5th, when he proceeded to Tricolore, 
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a fortified pagoda, ten miles to the north of Elavanafore. On the 1758. 
6th, he was joined by 200 horfe, 1500 Colleries, and 250 Peons, jJ^mber 
fent by the polygar Tondiman, and the day after attacked the 
pagoda, in which were three companies of Sepoys, who defended it 
with much activity until eight at night, when they offered to fur- 
render provided they were permitted to march away with their 
arms and effedts ; and having already killed 15 and wounded 55 of 
Mahomed Ifloof’s troops, he accepted their terms; and then follow- .
Png the track of Kiftnarow marched to the ea Award, fp reading his 
army to ravage the country, all o f which, as far as the fea, paid 
revenue to the French. On the 15th they appeared at Villenore, 
within fight of Pondicherry, and brought fo much terror, that the 
inhabitants o f the adjacent villages took fhelter in crowds within 
the bound hedge. On the 18th they cut the mound of the great 
tank at Valdoor, and let out the water to deflroy the cultivations 
it was referred to fertilize. The fword was little ufed, but fire 
every where, and the cattle were driven away to Tricaloor. Mr. 
jgally on hearing o f thefe devaluations, fent word to Mr. Pigot, 
that he would retaliate, by putting men, women, and children to 
the fword in the territory about Madrafs ; he however forbore to 
execute the threat. On the 21ft Mahomed Ifloof was joined by 
300 horfe from Tanjore, not furnilhed by the king, but hired there 
with his permilfion, by Mahomed Ifloof’s agents : on the fame day 
Kiftnarow returned with all his troops to Thiagar. The next,
Mahomed Ifloof began his march from Villaporum to the north* 
ward, flill continuing his ravages. Rajahfaheb, with a confiderable 
body of horfe, had been for fome time at Conjeveram, waiting to 
protect thofe diftrifts from his excurfions, and on his approach 
crofled the Paliar, and advanced to Salavauck, as feemingly with in
tention to give him battle ; but on better intelligence o f his force, 
took fhelter under the guns of Vandiwalh. Lambert was alfo on 
the other fide of the Paliar with 400 Sepoys, 25 Europeans, and 
two guns, but on the fame information marched round and ftopt at 
two days diftance in his rear. On the 25th Mahomed Ifloof with 
his army joined Captain Prefton at Chinglapet.

V o l .  II. F f f  Os



1 758. On the 22d the Harlem, fo long expected by the enemy, anchored
1— v~—j evening at Onore, tiiree leagues to the noith of the black.

December. to ^  T q c next day, the Thames, laden with all kinds o f pro-

vilions, arrived in the road from Vizagapatam ; the wind was high, 
and the (hip had but two anchors, and 111 the next forenoon parted 
from that by which fhe was riding, before one tnat was cornu  ̂
from the fhore on a catamaran could reacn h e r; and tnc Hail ■ -in 
getting under weigh from Onore at the fame time, fhe flood out to 
fea, intending to regain the road in the evening, but before night 
was driven out of fight to leeward. She brought the news o f the 
vidory gained by Colonel Forde at Pedipore over the French troops 
with Mr. Conftans, which the fort anounced to the enemy by 21 
guns pointed upon their quarters from the northern bullions, and the 
lire of the whole garrifon drawn up in the covered way. The next 
day the Harlem flopped and feized a veffel trading from the norward, 
laden with 1000 bags of rice, of which the French camp was much 
in want. The artillery brought by the Harlem was not fufficient 
to fupply the intended batteries ; but feveral cannon and mortars o f  
thofe unladen from the Diligent and Expedition at Alamparvah, and 
brought in boats from thence to San Thome, puffed every day from 
this place to the camp in the black town, and generally acrofs the 
plain of Egmore, within fight of the fort ; but fmce the fally o f the 
Sepoys on the 21ft, the efforts were too flrong to be attacked by 
any parties which the garrifon could with prudence rifque at that 
diflance. But the flock of gun-powder neceffary for the batteries 
was not yet completed ; for this was brought the whole way from. 
Pondicherry or Alamparvah, by land; and for the want of bullocks 

with much delay.
The commandant Mahomed Ifloof on his arrival at Chinglapet 

difpatched the greatefl part o f his horfe, which were now near 1000, 
to ravage and deflroy the country about Conjeveram, fiom which 
the French government drew revenues, and their army befoie 
Madrafs, provifions. On the 27th, he marched himfelf with his in
fantry, intending according to inflruflions he had received from Mr.
Pigot, to furprize the French troops which were quartered in the

town.&



town of San Thome ; but Captain Prefton thinking this a hazardous 1758. 
enterprise, refolved to participate in it, and accompanied him with 
80 Europeans, two field-pieces, and fix companies of Sepoys, from 
his garrifon. They arrived at the Mount on the 29th, and were 
rejoined the fame day by the horfe from Conjeveram : during the 
entiling night, a detachment of yoo Europeans, of which 100 weie 
cavalry, 600 Sepoys, and 800 black horfe, marched from the black 
town and other pofts, under the command of Mr. Soupire, and at 
day-break the next morning had paffed the village of Sidapet, and 
were within fight of the Mount before their approach was known ; 
however, the aftivity of Prefton and Mahomed Ifibof ftopt the effe&s 
of the fui-prize, and in a few minutes the troops from both their 
camps were in march ". the enemy halted and began to cannonade, 
which wras returned and continued until 10 o’clock, when Captain 
Prefton feeing an advantage, made a pufli with the Chiiiglapet 
troops, and feized two of their guns, whilft Mahomed Iftoof with 
his kept the main body at bay and prevented them from making an 
effort to refcue them ; however, the enemy retreated m good order to 
Sidapte for thegreateft part of Mahomed Iftoof’s cavalry were, if poffible, 
worfe than the black horfe with the French, and few of either 
ventured within arm’s length of each other. Fifteen or the Fiencli 
Europeans, with feme of their Sepoys and horfes, were left dead on 
the plain, but they carried away their wounded, of whom fifteen 
were troopers ; moft of this execution was done by the field-pieces , 
the Chinglapet troops loft only one European, but feveral Sepoys; 
and more o f  Mahomed Iftoof’s Sepoys with fome of his horfemen, 
were killed and wounded: both Prefton’s and Mahomed Ifibof s di- 
vifions continued at the mount.

At break of day the next morning, 1000 Sepoys, with the 
troop of horfe, Tallied from the garrifon of Fort Sf. George by 
the fouthern gate, in order to beat up the guards at the bar̂  of 
the river, the garden-houfe, and the village or Triplicane, which 
they effected without oppofition; they likewife intercepted a 
tappy or letter-carrier, coming with many to the French army, 
which gave information of the arrival of a veftel at Pondicherry
from the iftand o f Mauritius with 70 chefts of filver. This -

F  f  f  2 day



1759. day clofed the year. Mr. Lally intended to open the next with 
k— r~~Jr his firft fire againft the fort; but the preparations to. equip a large

} * detachment intended to attack the troops with Prefton and Mahomed
Ifloof, deferred the battery to the ad of January.

The French, whilft in pofieflion of Fort St. George, after taken 
by Labourdonnais, had made feveral improvements and additions to 
the flight works they found, which neverthelefs, rendered the fort 
little capable o f long refiftance againft the regular approaches o f an 
European enem y; nor had they given any extenfion to the internal 
area, which did not exceed x 5 acres of ground. Neverthelefs, the 
Englilh let the place remain in the ftate they received it from the 
French in 1751, until the beginning of the year 1756; when the 
expectation of another war with that nation, and the reports of the 
great preparations, making in France againft India, dictated the ne- 
eeffity of rendering it completely defenfible. Accordingly all the 
coolies, labourers, and tank diggers, which the adjacent country 
could fuppiy, were from this time conftantly employed on the for
tifications : their daily number generally amounted to 4000 men, 
women, and children, who had continued on the works until lately 
driven away by the approach o f the French army from Conjeveram.

An addition had been projected in the year 1743 by the engineer, 
Mr. Smith, father of Captain Jofeph Smith, which included as 
much ground as the former area of the fort: the ditch which marked 
its limits was then dug and faced with brick, and was fupplied with 
water by a communication with the northern river, which at that 
time ran along the foot of the ancient wall to the weft; but on. 
account of the expence, nothing was then raifed above the furface, 
and the naked ditch remained when Delabourdonnais came before 

the town, neither an obftrnCtion nor an advantage to his attack. It 
was in the fame condition in 1756, when the new works were re- 
folved on ; and the plan of Mr,. Smith having been approved by Mr. 
Robins, the fortifications on this fide were raifed in conformity to. 
that projection. T o join the new rampart with the old baltion to 
the s. w. and to gain the ground in the new area which was occu
pied by the river, its bed was filled up, beginning from the s» w». 
haftion, with earth dug from the edge of the riling ground o f the

black,



black town to the north weft,which the excavation removed 40 yards 1759. 

farther from the works : but only two-thirds of the bed of the river *
under the old wall had been choaked up. The river, ftopped in its 
former channel, was directed in another, which environed the weft 
and part of the fouth face o f the new works, wafhing in fome 
places the foot of the glacis, until it rejoined its former bed at the 
head of the fpit o f fand. The old wall of the weftern fide ftill re
mained as a retrenchment to capitulate on, in cafe the outward ftiould 
be carried. The new extention on this fide comprized three large 
baftions and their out-works. The fouthern of thefe three baftions 
communicated with the old baftion, which flood before on the s.w. 
angle, by the curtain raifed acrofs the former chanel o f the river 
and this curtain encreafed the fouth face of the fort from 130 to 21 o 
yards. Neverthelef's, the works on this fide were much lefs de- 
fenfible than thofe to the weft and north ; but the furface of water 
and quagmire in the river before it, rendered this front inacceffible, 
excepting by the labours of a much greater army, than the prefent 
attack. The  ground on the north of the fort gave the befieger much 
more advantage than on the other fides; and this face was therefore 
ftrengthened in proportion: the two former baftions and rampart,, 
as improved and left by the French, were fuffered to remain, but 
the ditch and glacis which they had dug and raifed, were, the one 
filled up, and the other removed further out, to admit better works.
In the front of the n . w . baftion was raifed another capable of mount
ing 28 guns; each of the faces were 100 yards in length, and a 
battalion might be drawn up on its rampart, although a large 
vacancy was left in the gorge, or back part, to increafe the in
terval towards the former baftion behind, which this was intended 
to cover; it was from its fuperior ftrength called the royal baftion,
A  demi baftion corefponding with the royal was raifed before the 
old n ,.e . baftion, that flood on the beach of the fea, which however 
the demi baftion did not entirely envelop ; for its right hand or eaft 
face extending in a line parallel to the fea, adjoined to the fhoulder 
angle of the nothern face of the old’baftion, leaving this face free to fire 
forward, but confining the extent of ground it commanded to the fame 
width as the fpace between the eaft face of the demibaftion and the.fea 
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1759. to the westward, the old baftion had two guns clear o f the demi 
b— v— > baftion, which fupplied the defence on this fide by four guns in the 

flank, and 7 in its northen face. The two new baftions commu- 
tcated with each other by a broad fauflebray that palled along the 
foot of the old rampart and baftions ; this fauflebray was defended 
by a ftout parapet ieven feet high, which adjoined to the flanks of the 
new baftions. The ditch on this front was dry, becaufe the ground 
here was feven feet higher than the level of the canal which fupplied 
the ditches to the weft and fouth ; but a Cuvette or trench feven feet 
deep and 25 feet broad was dug the whole length of the ditch, which 
before the fauflebray was 180 feet wide, and before the baftions, ninety. 
T he covered way of this front was broad and well pallifaded, and con
tained between the two baftions a large ravelin capable of 18 guns, 
9 in each of its faces. The glacis was excellent, and little was 
wanting to cornpleat the defences on this fide, excepting mines, 
which the want o f time and bricklayers had not allowed. The 
weftern face had likewife its covered way palifaded, and glacis, and 
contained three ravelins, of which that in the middle was the largeft. 
T he eaftern face extended along the beach of the fea within twenty 
yards of the furf, but Ihips could not approach near enough to batter 
it with any effeft; and no guns could be brought to bear upon it by 
land. Before the fea gate, which ftands in the middle of the cur
tain, was a battery of thirteen guns; fifty yards on the right of this 
battery was a platform of old ftanding, with 14 guns to return falutes, 
which had hitherto been left without a parapet: the original curtain, 
although nothing more than a brick wall four feet thick, had never 
been ftrengthened; but a trench fix feet deep, and 10 wide, had 
lately been dug before i t ; and a ditch with palifadoes was intended 
to have been carried round the battery and the platform, but had not 
been executed at either. The only danger on this fide was from a 
fudden afiault or furprize, which could rarely come by boats landing 
unawares acrofs the fu rf; but always, and with eafe, by a body of 
men palling on the edge of it by either of the baftions at the extre
mities ; to prevent which, a row of anchors, backed by palifades, and

a trench



a trench were extended from the neck of each badion quite into 175.9. 
the furf. N o buildings, excepting fheds, had been railed in the 'p—-— *
new ground taken in to the wedward ; and in thofe of the old, 
the bomb-proof lodgments were not diffident for the fecurity of the 

gar ri fon.
T h e fird appearance of any work done by the enemy had been difcern- 

ed in the morning of the 18th o f December, when Lally’s regiment 
had compleated a bread-work clofe to the fea, 580 yards from the 
covered w a y; it was fhel'cered by houfes on the right, but open in 
front to a direct fire from the north-ead and demi badions : from 
this breaftwork they continued a trench by two zig zags 180 yards 
nearer the fort, which brought the trench 40 yards upon the efpla- 
nade : here they began a battery intended for many guns, which 
extended from the beach, parallel to the fame fire as the bread-work, 
and behind this battery on the right they raifed another for fix mor
tars, which they compleated by the end o f the month ; but the con- 
dant fire o f the fort had retarded their work and prevented them 
from opening any embrafures in the battery for the cannon, becaufe 
they had not enough ready for this, and another battery of fix guns, 
which the regiment of Lorrain. had on their fide compleated at the 
opening of. a dreet on the rifing ground to the wedward, which en
filaded the face of the royal badion, and the covered way before it ;  
behind this battery were two mortars imprudently fheltered by the 
rubbilh of houfes, which had been demolilhed for the purpofe.
The garrifon called this the Lorrain, and the other by the fea,

Lally’s battery.
At break o f day, on the 2d of January, the Lorrain battery be

gan to fire both its cannon and mortars, which were foon followed by 
four thirteen-inch mortars from Lally’s, which threw their fhells in 
vollies all together. The fort returned with fhells as well as fhot 
upon the Lorrain battery with 11 guns, four on the wed face o f the 
Royal, five on the flank of the Demi, and two on the wed flank 
of the old north-ead badion : this fuperiority in lefs than an hour 
difmounted two of the Lorrain guns, and obliged them to withdraw 
the other fo u r; but againd the mortars, either here or at L ally’s,

the
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i 739, the fire o f the defences could have little effect, excepting by luck, fin.cc 
— v—J they were concealed and defended, as ufual, by a high and ft rang 
a ary. parape t . t-fog annoyance, therefore, continued until feven in the 

„ evening, during which time only 80 fhells had been thrown from 
both, all o f which fell about the middle o f the inhabited part of the 
fort, where flood the government houfe, againfl which they feemed 
to have been aimed, and two went through the upper roof: much 
mifchief was alfo done to the adjoining buildings; but not a tingle 
perfon was either killed or wounded by their fall or explofions, nor 
had any one buffered by the cannon fhot of the morning.

As boon as the night clobed, beveral o f the principal European 
women, with their children, were bent away in three mafioolah 
boats, to refide under the protection of the Dutch bettlement at Sa- 
drabs ; they had not been gone two hours before intelligence was re
ceived from Captain Preflon, that a French detachment had bur- 
prized the fort of Sadrabs, taken pofieffion o f the town, and made 
the garrifon and all the Dutch inhabitants prifoners; but it was too 
late to recall the Maffoolahs. Another letter from Preflon, which 
came in the morning, gave information of an aftion which he had 
-fuftained the day before.

The town of San Thome was become a poll o f great confequence 
to the French army. The remains of an ancient ditch and bad 
ground round mofl parts o f the town, with the river and the 
Englifh redoubt to the bouth, becured it from burprize, unlebs at
tempted by very buperior numbers. They accordingly made the 
town the flation of their boats, as well as the temporary repofitory 
o f their convoys coming by land, and had likewibe eflablifhed in it 
one o f the hofpitals of their camp : but the junction o f Mahomed 
Kloof’s troops, with Preflon’s, rendered the maintenance o f the 
town an object of much greater doubt and folicitude, than when it 
was only expobed to bailies from the garrifon o f Fort St. George ; 
and the body of French troops which had engaged Preflon and Ma
homed Iffoof at the mount on the 30th o f December retreated im
mediately after the action to San Thome. T h e  day after the ac
tion Preflon received intelligence that the partizan, Lambert, was

advancing



advancing from the fouth, with a large quantity of {tores and a ftrong 1759. 
efcort; on which he moved from the Mount, in order to intercept  ̂ v J 
them, and encamped at Trivambore, which is a village with a pa- 'Ud 'V' 
goda, fituated two miles to the fouth of San Thome, and one from 
the fea Ihore. He was followed by the troops of Mahomed Woof; 
it having been agreed, in order to prevent jealoufies as well as 
confufion, that the two commands fhould move and encamp in fe- 
parate bodies. The troops of Mahomed Ifloof confifted of 3500 foot*
500 horfe, with three bad field-pieces ; they encamped to the north 
of the village, and extended almoft to the fea, with their front to
wards San Thome. Captain Prefton, with his divifion, which con
fided of 600 Sepoys, with 80 Europeans, and two brafs three- 
pounders, pitched their tents to the fouth, looking out for Lambert 
towards Sadrafs. Mr. Lally, apprehenfive that they intended to 
attack San Thome, encreafed the European infantry there to 500 
rank and file, and the European horfe to 150. Mr. Soupire command
ed, and leaving all the black troops, whether horfe or Sepoys, marched 
at three in the morning with the Europeans only, who were 65q horfe 
and foot, and without field-pieces. H alf an hour before day they fell 
on the camp of Mahomed Ifloof, which had gained no warning of their 
approach. The furprize and confufion was fo great, that Mahomed 
Ifloof hinafelf efcaped at the back of his tent, and his troops fled 
every way under the enemy’s fire, which lafted fifteen minutes with
out interruption ; during which Prefton turned out his line, and fent 
forward his piquets to. difcover, who returned without perceiving 
any figns o f troops to the fouth at the fame time the croud of fu
gitives (hewed that the enemy were in pofleffion o f Mahomed Ifioof’s 
camp, and Prefton, judging that their order muft have been much 
broken by the onfet, the action, the darknefs, and the interruptions 
Ipread over the ground, immediately refolved to attack them ; and 
marching with his whole divifion at the back of the village to the 
weft ward, came on the flank o f Mahomed Ifloof’s camp, almofl as 
loon as his approach was difcovered; where the French troops, 
thinking they had routed all their enemies, were collecting the plun- 
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1759. der; nor could the officers recall them to any order, before the fire 

V mTiy' P re^on’s divifion, led by his two field-pieces loaded with grape, 
fcoured through the camp, and his mu Ike try was augmented by the 
return of the belt of Mahomed Iliboit’s Sepoys. Neverthelefs, 
foitie of the enemy in different parties endeavoured to rally ; but, hav
ing no frrong or collected fire to return, they fell, the more they ven
tured to make refinance, and all at length broke in confufion ; but 
when at fome difiance the officers prevailed on them to flop, and 
they marched off in order. They had got poffeffion of the two field- 
pieces, of Mahomed Kloof’s divifion, but did not tarry to draw them 
off. Thirty-fix of their Europeans were counted dead ; of whom 
one was a captain, and another a lieutenant. O f  the Englifh troops- 
in both actions two Europeans were killed and fix wounded ; o f the 
Sepoys 60, and 121 ; but only three of the black cavalry, and: 
five horfes were killed. On a review at three o’clock in the 
afternoon, only 700 of Mahomed liToofs Sepoys were numbered; 
all the reft of his troops, cavalry, colleries, and fepoys, on a fuppo- 
fition that Prefton’s divifion had been as eafily routed as themfelves, 
fled acrofs the country, nor thought themfeives fafe before they 
got under the guns of Chinglapett, and according to their example 
the market-people ran away with their bullocks and provifions, of 
which there was not fufficient for one meal left in the camp ; and 
this want obliged the troops which remained to march away the fame 
evening with the appearance o f defeat as far as Vendaloor, in order 
to meet a fupply from Chinglapett..

The fuperior fire of the fort in the morning determined the enemy 
to wait until they could renew the attack with lefs difproportion.. 
On the 4th a fmall floop laden with ftores and ammunition worked 
through the road and anchored near the Harlem, and rnafibolas had 
every day palled between St. Thome and the black town. A t day
break on the 6th, a volley of fix mortars were thrown from Lally’s 
battery, as a fignal of preparation, and they were the firft, either fhot 
or fhell, which the enemy had fired fince their mortars ceafed on the 
evening of the 2d, although the fort had conflantly fired both to in
terrupt their work.. At fun-rife they commenced a regular canno
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nade and bombardment, which confifted of feven guns and fix large 1759* 
mortars from L ally’s, and feven guns, with a howitz, from the 
Lorrain battery, with the two mortars in this quarter, which, how
ever, fired but feldom. Although the Lorrain battery fired only from 
feven embrafures, it had been augmented to ten, of which the ad- ' .
ditional four were in a return, or extending from an angle to the right 
of the other fix, and bore upon Pigot’s, the next baftion on the weft 
front to the left of the royal. The enemy’s fire, both o f fhot 
and fhells, was directed more againft: the buildings than againft 
the works. The fort returned on Lally’s battery 11 guns from the 
old north-eaft baftion, the north ravelin, and the royal baftion.
Againft the Lorrain battery, likewile, eleven guns, four from the 
royal baftion, two from the north-weft curtain near Pigot’s baftion, 
and three from the center ravelin called St. George’s on the w eft: 
but more guns bore upon the batteries, if  it had been neceffary to 
ufe them.

The enemy’s mortars continued through the night,’ and were re
joined in the morning by the cannon of the preceding day, and two 
more, from a battery intended for four, which was raifed on the ef~ 
planade, adjoining to the weft-fide of the burying-ground, about 
400 yards to the weft of Lally’ s battery, and almoft in the perpen
dicular of the N. w .  or falient angle of the royal baftion, from 
which it was diftant 450 yards. The two guns, now opened in the 
burying ground, bore upon the weft face o f the north ravelin and on 
the weft flank of the old N. E. baftion. The enemy’s cannon ftill 
continuing to point high, did little damage to the works, but the 
buildings, much damaged before, fufFered greatly by the fall of 
their fhells. A t the twilight of the next day, the 8 th of the 
month, the three maflbolas which had been fent with the Eng- 
iifh women to Sadrafs, landed at the fort. The French being in 

pofieftion of Sadrafs had feized thefie boats, laden them with 50 
barrels o f gunpowder, and feveral other military ftores, and fent 
them with the fame boatmen guarded by a French foldier in 
each, to their own army in the black town. At four in the morn
ing when oppofite to the fort, each of the fcidiers had fallen faft 
afieep, on which the boatmen concerted in their own language with
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1759. the certainty of not being underftood, although overheard ; and hav- 
—v— '  ing firft poured water into the firelocks, overpowered and bound the 

J “U ’ fiddlers, and then landed the boats at the fiea gate. This uncommon 
inftance of fidelity and fipirit in men, who are deemed a mean and 
outcafl race, was rewarded and encouraged by paying them imme
diately the full value of the gunpowder and (tores.

The enemy’s mortars renewed at midnight, and at day-break their 
cannon, with two pieces more, mounted in the battery at the bury
ing ground. In the afternoon they fiet fire to a warehoufie near the s. £. 
baftion, full of fiaitpetre and brimftone, which could not be extin- 
guilhed for fieveral hours ; during which the enemy plied the (pot, 
where the black column of (moke arofie, with (hells and plunging 
.(hot, which did no damage. Lieutenant Brooke, a diligent officer 
in the artillery, was killed by a cannon ball in the demi-baftion. 
The enemy’ s (hip Diligent, reladen with artillery and all kind of 
(lores, anchored in the morning off the black town, having been 30 
days in working along the coaft from Alamparva, .although the 
(height diftance is not 60 miles.

The fame fire, but more frequent on both fides, continued on the 
9th, the enemy’s mortars (till againft the buildings; but their cannon, 
which in the two preceding days had only filenced two guns, inthisdif- 
abled or difimounted five, and two mortars. In the night, befides the 
ufual repairs, five embrafures were cut through the glacis of the fa- 
lient angle before -the demi-baftion, pointing obliquely againft Lally’s 
battery, and guns were mounted in them.; but L ally ’s, neverthelefs, 
difmounted two, guns on the demi-baftion the next day; and on the 
1 ith all the five towards the land on the did n . e . baftion were dis
abled by this and the Lorrain battery. Early this morning the enemy 
likewife opened two more guns in a ricochet battery intended for four, 

. which they had raifed near the Englifh hofpital, on the riling ground 
fronting the center ravelin on the weft fide of the fort, againft which, 
however, it was notintended to fire, but to enfilade the royal baftion : 
it likewife bore upon part o f the north-weft curtain towards Pigot’s. 
Notwithftanding this battery flood at a much greater diftance from 
the fort, than any of the other three, it was more expofied than either
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of them to a fa lly ; for none of their guns had embrafures, but fired, 17 59. 
plunging over the parapet, and the guard might be beaten up, and the —̂ v— '
guns fpiked, before fuccour could arrive from the neared: of the * nu r>° 
enemy’s quarters: aware of this they had carried on a trench, from 
the end-of the ftreet through which Draper had marched, to the foot 
of the bridge, which eroded the ground fronting the battery, and 
a picquet guard was conftantly kept in the trench, ready to give 
the alarm. They had likewife began a bread-work at the bar o f 
the Triplicane river to the fouth, in order to annoy the black people 
and cattle, which were fheltered on the fpit of fand at the foot o f 
the glacis on this fide; and as many inconveniences would enfue 
from their difperdon, it was refolved to drive the enemy from the 

bread-work.
Accordingly a detachment of .200 Europeans, o f which half were 

grenadiers, and 400 Sepoys, marched under the command of Major 
Brereton, between four and five in the morning, whilft it was dill 
dark: when arrived at the bar they received a fire from dome Se
poys ported behind the unfinifhed parapet, which killed one and 
wounded two of the grenadiersbut, as the; Sepoys immediately dis
appeared, the fire was not returned, and the detachment proceeded 
through the coco-nut groves to the left, without meeting any other 
oppofition, until they came into the lane which leads into the St,
Thome road, along the garden wall of the governor’s houfe, when 
a trooper, fent forward, difeovered a party of the enemy drawn up 
at the end of the lane, with a field-piece. On this intelligence the 
advanced guard o f grenadiers marched up brifkly, fired, and push
ing on, received the difeharge of the gun loaded with grape, as well 
as the mulketry that fupported it, by which five of them were 
wounded, and lieutenant Robfon mortally : the reft, neverthelefs, 
feized the gun. before the enemy had time to fire it again, who took 
{belter in, a houfe and garden on their right, from whence their fire, 
killed three Sepoys and wounded two, with an European, before they 
were diftodged. It was yet fcarcely twilight, and as the grenadiers 
were drawing off the gun, Jemaul Saheb, the commandant of the Se
poys, who had been prying in the St. Thome road, difeovered another
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1 759* g'^n a little below the garden-houfe, and appearing jealous o f the 
Luuui^ honour, was permitted to feize and bring it off with a party o f Se

poys only, which they effected without receiving any return to their 
firft fire. The detachment marched back the fame way they had 
come, and arrived in the fort at fun-rife with the two guns, and five 
European prifoners, one of whom was an officer fevei'ely wounded. 
Previous to this, two other, but flight fallies had been made ; the 
one to the N. w. bridge, which fired into the enemy’s trench before 
the hofpital battery ; the other, to difturb the workmen in the zig
zags to the northward ; this party advanced to the head of the work, 
killed a centinel, and brought away two or three mulkets, without 
any lofs. The enemy’s mortars flackened this day, but the fire of their 
cannon continued with as much vivacity as before, and difabled four 
guns, which as ufual were replaced before the next morning.

By this time it was evident that the enemy intended to direft the 
ftrefs of their attack again ft the two northern baftions, which dic
tated the neceffity of fecuring them with additional defences : ac
cordingly a palifade was begun in the ditch on the hither fide o f  the 
cuvette, to extend quite round the demibaftion ; a blind, or ram
part o f earth, at 30 yards diftance, in the ditch before the n . e . 

baftion ; and a fafcine battery of fix guns, on the ftrand between 
the eaft curtain and the fea, a little in the rear of the fhoulder angle 
of this baftion. Early the next morning, which was the 13th, a Ihell 
from the fort fet fire to fome huts behind L ally’ s battery, which 
spreading, caught a magazine, and blew it up, with a number o f 
loaded bombs: no fire palled this day either from or againft the 
N. e . or demi baftions ; and no gun was difmounted in any part o f 
the fort; but the enemy doubled the number o f their workmen in 

1 the zig zag, who were interrupted as much as poffible by what fire 
bore upon them from the royal baftion, the north ravelin, and the 
embrafures o f the falient angle before the demi-baftion ; in the night 
the enemy fired with a field-piece loaded with grape, from the head 
of their works, on a fmall party polled near this angle, under the co
ver of a boat, and wounded three o f them, on which the reft re
tired into the covered way.

3 In



In the morning of the 14th, the enemy opened a battery of three 1- cp, 
mortars between Lally’ s and the burying-ground, bnt in the rear of '— »— J 
both, and concealed by the houfes between them, from the light of JanuarA 
the fort : their fire this day difabled a mortar and two guns: during 
the night a conftant fire of mulketry from the covered way, and o f 
cannon and mortars from the works of the north front, was kept 
up againft the enemy’s approaches, and retarded their progrefs. On 
die 15th, they had 10 guns mounted in Lally’s, and kept up 
through the day a fire from 21, befides their 11 mortars as before: 
but Lally’s guns did all the milchief to the works, difmounting two 
guns in the Demi, and two in the north-eaft baftion, and their Ihot, 
which flew over, took in flank the three other batteries towards the 
fea, and difinounted two guns on the fea-gate battery, two on the 
faluting battery, and one on the s.E. or St. Thome baftion, in all 
eleven : the fire on the trenches continued through the night, from 
which the enemy, neverthelefs, detached a picquet,. which drove in 
the party polled on the falient angle of the glacis.

The enemy’s cannonade continued on the 16th,- with the addi
tion of two guns on Lally’s battery, which now fired with 12, all 
24 or 18 pounders, to which the fort could only oppofe the direift 
fire of fix of equal weight, which were from the north-eaft and demi 
baftions; for the guns in the falient angle of the glacis, and in the 
fafcine battery on the ground below, were of inferior calibres; and as it 
was conftantly neceflary to employ many men in reinftating the da
mages of the demi-baftion, a traverfe was railed to preferve the guns in 
its flank from the infilading fire of Lally’s; and whilft this and other 
work was doing, the three embrafures of its face to the right, which, 
were open to the Ihot of Lally’s, were kept clofed until the next day; 
fo that no guns in this baftion were either fired againft, or difmount- 
ed by that battery; which having the more to ufe againft the other 
works difabled one on the north-eaft, and obliged the garrifon to with
draw the five guns in the falient angle of the glacis ; and as the trenches 
were now advanced within 50 yards, thefe embrafures were filled up, 
and the earth leveled again to the general Hope of the glacis.
At 1 1 at night a fally was made from St..George’s or the weft ravelin
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1759. to fire into the trench extending before the hofpital battery ; but 

the guard there taking the alarm in time, 50 men advanced acrofs 
the bridge leading to it, and after a fire given and returned, drove the 
party back into the covered way. Another tally of 12 Europeans? 
was made at one in the morning, under the command of enlign 
Barnes,, againft the head of the enemy’s trenches, into which they 
gave their fire, ancF finding only five or fix men in it, advanced, until 
a relief of 40 or 50 came up from the rear, who drove them backhand 
before they regained the covered way, enfign Barnes, with two o f 
the fioldiers, were killed. Before and after this fall y, a con flan t fire, 
as in the preceding nights, was-kept up until morning on the enemy’s 
workmen ; who, notwithflanding thefe interruptions, advanced the 
fap above 20 yards.

Even the garrifon acknowledged the activity o f  the enemy’s pro- 
grefs, and frequent letters had been difpatehed, enjoining Captain 
Prefton and Mahomed Iffoof to approach, and interrupt their opera
tions ; but thefe officers were no longer mailers o f their own. R e
treating after the action at Trivambore, they arrived at Vendaloor 
on the 3d, where they found fome provitions. Prefton’s divifion was- 
unimpaired; of Mahomed Iftbofs, moft of the Tritchinopoly Se
poys, and 150 of the new-levied horfe, had rejoined the reft o f thofe: 
who had fled to Chinglapet, who were the 1500 Colleries and $oo 
horfe feat by Tondiman, the 500 horfe fromTanjore, and the fame 
number o f his own levies; and all thefe troops refufed to march 
back from Chinglapett to Vendalore. The kind o f warfare for which 
they were intended, and only fit, rendered their defertion in the 
prefent conjuncture of too much confequence to be negleCted : and 
after feveral ineffectual meflages, the two commanders marched on. 
the 6th from Vendalore, and joined them? at Chinglapett. On exnof- 
tulation, tne cavalry in general, pleaded with much complaint, the 
lofs, although owing to their own cowardice, o f their baggage and 
effeds at Trivambore, and little lefs than declared, that they had not 
engaged in the feryice, with the expectation o f expofmg their horfes 
againft Europeans, but were willing to ad  in their ufiual modes 

which Prefton rightly interpreted plunder j and to gratify their

wishes.



wishes, contented to march with them into the French diftrlfts’ 175(j> 
around Conjeveram, in which they continued feveral days employed 
in plunder and ravage; and no dicker grounds protected the cattle 
from the fearch of the colleries. On the 13th, Prefton thinking 
they had been fufficiently indulged with booty, began his march 
back from Conjeveram, intending to come again in fight of Madrafs; 
but on the firft halt, all the troops which he had endeavoured with 
fo much complacence to conciliate, colleries as well as cavalry, 
left him and croffed the Paliar. This fecond defertion left no doubt 
of their inutility, and Prefton refolved not to act with them any 
longer, even if  they {hould return of their own accord; but as the 
horfe of Rajahfaheb, who were 800, and the European cavalry of the 
French army, rendered it impoffible for the infantry of both the 
Englilli commands, although many, if  unfupported by horfe, to con
tinue near enough to harrafs the enemy’s camp, without more rifque 
to themfelves, Prefton refolved to march to Arcot, in order to collect 
a body o f better cavalry, of which he heard feveral parties were wait
ing ready to take fervice on the weftern confines o f the province.
Mr. Pigot received intelligence o f this motion and its motives on the 
16th of the month, but concealed it, as every other which might 
difpirit the garrifon.

The enemy’s fire, continuing the fame on the 1 yth as the day be
fore, difmounted three guns and a mortar. Ever fince the 
ninth of the month, two (hips had been feen off St. Thome, 
which had every day weighed anchor, endeavouring to get 
to the northward, but were conftanjrjy ftemmed by the cur
rent from gaining ground: but this evening they palled the 
road, and joined the three other veftels off the black town.
They were the Expedition, laden with artilley and ftores, which had 
left Pondicherry on the 12th o f December ; and the Briftol of 30 
guns, manned with Europeans, which had lately arrived there from 
Perfia, and was immediately laden with (hot and {hells for the 
camp.

O11 the morning of the 18th the enemy had compleated three 
more embrafures in Lally’s b a tte ry , which joining the former on the 
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l 759. left, reached almoft to the furf, and being a little turned to the
v—  ̂ s<w> ôre Up0n the north ravelin, which before night was much im-

january. p a‘ re(j  b y  them. Neverthelefs, the general fire from the north was 

diminifhed, for thefe new embrafures in L ally’s were fupplied with 
three guns from other embrafures of the fame battery; and the 
four in the Lorrain, which bore upon the royal baftion, ceafed en
tirely, and their embrafures were filled up ; but L ally ’s and the 
burying-ground difabled two guns in the demi baftion, two in the 
north ravelin, a mortar in the royal, and rendered the three northern; 
embrafures of the n . e . baftion unfit for fervice. A  party o f the. 
enemy had been employed through the day in raifing a breaftwork. 
at a little diftance to the left behind their former poft at the bar,, and 
began to fire from it at dufk with two field-pieces in barbet againft: 
fome Sepoys polled on the fpit of fand : their mortars continued firing, 
vehemently through the day and night, but, as from the beginning 
of the bombardment, ftill againft the infide of the fort. Every day 
one, two, or three of the garrifbn, and fometim.es more,, had dif
fered by the fire ; but on this day five Europeans and three Sepoys; 
were killed, and five of each wounded. Not withftan ding a con- 
ftant fire o f cannon and final 1 arms,.wherefoever probable, through 
the night, the enemy advanced their zig-zag acrofs the foot of tho 
falient angle of the glacis, inclining a little to the left towards 
the furf; and being fo near, the governor iffued inftrudlions to 
the officers of the different polls, how to conduct themfelves 
and difpofe their parties in  cafe they fhould affault the out
works.

The next day, which was the 19 th, the enemy changed their tw o 
field-pieces to the fouth for two eighteen-pounders, from which they 
fired fhot into the fort: in the forenoon their mufketry in the advanced 
or fecond crochet had fired fmantly upon the north ravelin and the 
covered way ;■ their mortars continued incefiantly through the day,, 
and fet fire to three buildings m < different; parts- o f the: fort; at. once, 
but ceafed in the night: during which they only produced their third 
zig-zag obliquely from the ridge, of the glacis to the water mark of the 
fea, which, was not. more than 15 yards.. The. next day,, which was

the



the 20th, they fired none of the four guns on Lally’s battery, which 1759-
bore on the north-eaft baftion ; but continued with the feven bearing *— *— *
on the demi baftion, and the three on the north ravelin, although 
more fparingly than ufual, but thofe in the burying-ground bat
tery with more vivacity : a platform on the demi baftion, and a 
mortar on the north ravelin were ruined by {hells : five Europeans 
were killed ; and feven, with three Sepoys, wounded. During the 
night, they threw few {hot or {hells, and made but little advance in 
their approaches, but enlarged their fecond crochet, and worked hard 
in erecting a battery, which projected from it along their laft or 
third zig-zag leading to the crochet which terminated this zig
zag on the glacis. Tw o ftnall fallies were made upon the trenches 
during the night, in both of which only one European was 
killed.

O  n the 21 ft the enemy’s batteries remained almoft filent, but the 
mulketry in their trenches fired brilkly on all they faw moving. A t 
five in the evening, a ferjeant and ten men went out by a fally port in 
the eafi: curtain, and an officer with 20 by the barrier in the north- 
eaft angle of the covered way, who were followed by 40 pioneers 
with their captain : the foldiers advanced to the fecond crochet, 
which was only 30 yards from the foot of the glacis ; out of which 
their firft fire drove all the troops, who were moftly Sepoys : after 
which they maintained the crochet for 10 minutes before the guard 
of the trenches arrived ; and during this time the pioneers worked 
hard in deftroying the gabions, and what other materials were col- 
lefted for the conftruftion o f the intended battery : the fally was pre
ceded and followed by a fire o f mortars, cannon, and fmall arms from 
the fort, upon all whom the alarm brought within fight and reach; 
and it was fuppofed with much effed : two ferjeants were killed, 
and five of the pioneers wounded ; in the fort one European and 
one Sepoy were killed, and a ten-inch mortar difabled. In the night 
the enemy worked hard in thickening the crochet out of which 
they had been driven, compleated their third zig-zag, which .ex
tended 100 yards beyond it, moftly on the glacis, but inclining to 
the left o f the falient angle ; and not only began, but finilhed their
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l 759' third crochet, which extended to the right from the head o f this
*— v— ' zig-zag acrofs the ridge of the glacis : they threw few mortars during

January. ^  night, but moftly into the works ; their cannon {lackened like-

wife the enfuing day, which was the 22d, and efpecially from Lally’s 
battery, in which moft of the embrafures were blinded ; never- 
thelefs, the few employed were very effedual, for the repeated re
pairs, which had been made in the demiand north-eaft bafhons, ren
dered the fubftituted merlons fo weak that they crumbled to every 
fhot : a twelve-pounder was difabled on the north ravelin by a fhell, 
three Europeans and a Sepoy were killed, and feven with nine Sepoys 
wounded. In the night the enemy pufhed on the fap of the fourth 
zig-zag 20 yards beyond their third crochet, and having made a 
fmall return or fhoulder to the left, continued it from hence quite 
up to the falient angle of the covered way, and fixed lome gabions 
on the creft of the glacis on the right hand of this angle: the conteft 
was now brought very near the walls, and was difputed without 
in’termiffion : the whole progrefs o f the fourth zig-zag was expo fed 
to the fire o f the ftockade o f palmyra trees which the garrifon had 
planted acrofs the eaft fide of the glacis to the furf, and from this 
ftockade the guard kept up a conftant fire o f mulketry on the enemy’s 
workmen, as did another guard from the falient angle of the glacis,; 
and parties o f grenadiers were fent out every hour along the beach 
beyond the ftockade to fire upon the third crochet, and all the fap 
advanced beyond it : cannon, mortars, and mulketry, were likewife 
fired throughout the night from every part that bore upon their work; 
but could not flop it, for the enemy had encreafed the number both o f 
their workmen and guards ; they likewife finifhed their battery at the 
end of their third zig-zag, which fhouldered on their fecond crochet, 
and opened it the next morning, which was the 23d, with four 
guns : but it was fb ill conftrucfed, that only one of the guns could 

be brought .to bear upon the north ravelin, which it was in
tended to batter. The Lorrain battery remained clofed, but the 
hofpital, Jthe burying-ground, and L ally ’s, w ith the mortars as 
before, continued a flackening fire, the cannon only in the day, but 

: the mortars through the night likewife. T h e ammunition o f both
began



began to wax fcant, and they were waiting for more which had 1759.
been embarked on the 14th in a brigantine from Pondicherry. How- 7 ^ ^
ever, their fire xlifabled a twenty-four-pounder on the royal badion,
and compleated the ruin o f all the embrafures on the right face of
the ravelin ; in which a fhot from Lally’s penetrated quite through
the merlon: in the night, the enemy attempted, to pufh their gabions
d ole to the covered w ay of the n . e . falient angle, from whence
pioneers were lent to overfet them, who rolled fome into the fea,
and pulled others into the covered way ; this conted was maintained
at repetitions for three or four hours, and fupported by the hotted; fire
of mufketry, and o f grape fhot from the north-ead badion, and the
fafcine battery on the beach : feventy difcharges were made out of one
of the guns: five Europeans were killed, and ten wounded in the
night and day, moft of whom fuffered in thefe attacks : one Sepoy
was likewife killed, and fix wounded : 'on the 24th, a twenty-four
pounder was difabled on the north-ead baflion, o f which the works
had fcarcely received in the night a repair adequate to the detriment
o f the preceding day : but fix o f the embrafures in the north-ravelin
were redored ; the other three dill remained unfit for fervice.

A t feven in the evening, a party of the enemy confifting of 50 
men, who had waited for the dark, advanced from the neared 
crochet to the dockade, from which the guard, which confided only 
of 12 men, ran away to the blind before the N. E. badion ; they were 
immediately fent back with the addition of a more refolute ferjeant 
and ten grenadiers ; but were fcarcely returned, when this ferjeant 

w as fhot dead, through the dockade; on which the party flopped, 
waiting for directions ; and the officer commanding at the blind 
■ recalled them ; after which it was thought imprudent to make ano- 

<ther attempt to recover the dockade, although capable of giving 
• much annoyance to the enemy’s work.

A t night, a meflenger from Tritchinopolv brought a letter 
from Captain Jofeph Smith with intelligence lie had received 
from Angengo. The Prefidency ten days before had received advices 

(from Mr. Pococke, that the fquadron had arrived on the 10th of 
D ecember,at Bombay, where he found fix of the,company’s fiiipe
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1 7 5 9 .  and two o f the line, with 600 men of Draper’s regiment on board ;
j ^ J T '  which were arrived there a few days before, having paffed the Cape

of Good Hope too late in the feafon to gain the coaft of Coromandel; 
the letter from Captain Smith gave intelligence that the Company’s 
Ihips with all the troops on board had failed under the convoy of two 
frigates from Bombay on the 31ft : and the fpies which came in from 
the enemy’s camp reported that this news was likewife known there, 

and had determined Mr. L ally  to make a general affault on the fort 
this very n igh t; on which the whole garrifon and all the inhabi
tants were ftationed and remained under arms at their refpedtive polls 
until the morning.

T he fire of the cannon, mufketry, and mortars, from the fort, al
though maintained conftantly throughout the night, did not prevent 
the enemy from advancing their fap along the glacis on the eaft face 
of the covered way as far as the left of the ftockade, and they made a 

' return on the right to the creft o f the glacis; but had not time to 
extend the fap to the left along the front o f the, ftockade towards the 
furf, nor even to compleat a proper lodgement in the return, the want 
o f which left their workmen expofed to the fire o f the covered way ; 
but 011 the other fide o f the falient angle they had raifed gabions, and 
made confiderable progrefs -in a retrenchment intended for a battery.

T h e night paffed without any alarms of the fuppofed affault; and 
the enfuing day, which was the 25th, continued with the ufual 
fire o f cannon and mortars until two in the afternoon, when a fally 
was made by the guard at the blind, and the fame number o f 
grenadiers, in all forty foldiers with arms, who covered twenty 
pioneers with tools. Juft before the blind, on the eaft face o f the 
covered way, parallel to the fame face o f the demi baftion, was a 
paflage cut in the glacis towards the furf; through which the party 
paffed, and then proceeding along the furf, round the right o f the 
ftockade, came in flank of the head o f the enemy’s fap, from which 
their firft fire drove all their guards and workmen, who retreated 
to their retrenchment at the falient angle waiting for fuccours ; 
during which the Englilh foldiers maintained their ground, and the 
pioneers overfet the gabions, fome into the fea, others into the

covered



covered way, and deftroyed whatfoever implements they found : this ipep, 
attack lafted 20 minutes, by which time the enemy had gathered, v— v— ' 
and were advancing in much fuperior numbers from the retrench- Januari~ 
m e n tu p o n  which the party was recalled,, and retreated, giving, 
and receiving fire. A  ferjeant with three grenadiers were killed ; fix 
others of the foldiers, with captain Black, who commanded the 
fally, and lieutenant Fitzpatrick, were wounded.. The enemy’s 
artillery bore mofb on the royal and demi baftions ; their mortars 
falling on the works wounded many more than ufual. The. total lofs, 
including that in the fallies, was. eight Europeans'and. three Sepoys 
killed, and 17 Europeans with 1.3 Sepoys wounded.,

The enemy’s fap being advanced to the eaft flank of the covered 
way threatened immediate danger by furprize on the eaft face of the 
fort, to which the fea-gate gave the faireft opening; for the em- 
hrafures in the north, flank of the battery before it had been ruined 
by the enemy’s Ihot which had milled or flown over the n .e . baftion 
and: fa feme battery:; and the gateway itfelf was a fpacious arch Ihut 
occafionally with folding doors ; fo that,, lliould the enemy ever make 
a general aflault on the ruined works to the north, a party lent at 
the fame time along the furf, or even in boats, might force their 
way through, the gate with petards and this party might pafs with
out much interruption for the fafeine battery which barricaded the 
beach was nearly demolifhed. The whole of the working party 
of the night was therefore allotted to remedy thefe defefts, and be
fore morning they repaired.the fafeine battery, reftored the embrafures-; 
of the. battery before the fea-gate,. bricked up the arch o f the gate
way, and opened a. fmall gate on the left hand, which had been- 
doled. In. the fucceeding. nights the workmen began and continued 
the intended ditch with, pallifadoes, round the fea-gate battery, which 
had hitherto been deferred for fervices of more immediate neceffitv..
The enemy employed the night.with equal, diligence,, and pulhed 
the fap of. their retrenchment from the falient angle 70 yards along 
the north face of the. covered-wav,, and widened the work in an 
excavation fufficient to contain cannon and a large detachment 
o f  troops : this work, with, what was done the night before oik 
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the other fide, entirely embraced the falient angle of the covered 
' way.

‘ ' ‘Ki The following day, which was the 26th, the enemy fired moil:
of their (hot into the town ; and moft o f their /hells, as in the pre
ceding night, into the works of the north front, by which a twenty- 
four pounder was difmounted on the n . e . baftion, and the cafuaities 
from the evening to the evening were five Seapoys and one European 
killed, and 11 w'ounded, o f whom Were the lieutenants Lang, and 
Little who loft his left arm. In the fucceeding night the enemy 
widened and raifed their work on the creft o f the glacis, notwith- 
ftanding the conftant fire o f the defences ; and no guards could any 
longer be kept at the falient angle they had invefted, but centries 
were advanced every quarter of an hour from the blind before the 
ft.e . baftion, to ohferve whether they were beginning any new 
works, but difcovered none. In the 24 hours to the evening of the 
27th, no damage was done to any o f the artillery, but five Europeans 
were killed and five wounded, and one with five Sepoys. T he 
enemy’s workmen remained very filent in their trenches through 
the night.

Three hundred Sepoys were intended to fally before day-break on 
the 28th, in order to furprize the enemy’s battery of two guns to the 
fouth of the bar: but marching too late were difcerned, and re
ceived the fire of the battery before they had crofted the bar, on which 
they were immediately recalled into the fort. In the morning the 
enemy began to fire again from the battery near their fecond 
crochet, which had remained filent ever fince they opened it inef- 
fedtually on the 23d, and during this interval they had endeavoured 
to rectify the erroneous conftrufHon of the embrafures, which were 
intended againft the right face of the north ravelin : they had like- 
wife brought up two ten-inch mortars to this battery, with which, 
and three guns, they commenced their fire ; but one of the guns 
failed at pine o’clock, and another at ten ; in the afternoon another, 
which they wrere trying in the 4th embrafure, was difabled by a /hot 
from the fort; after which, the cannonade from this battery ceafed 
entirety, but the mortars continued. A t noon a party with many 

t yoke



yoke of oxen affembled at the bar, in order to draw off the two x7 59-
guns there ; but the firing o f the fort foon made them remove the —̂~v'— J
cattle out - o f reach. The cafualties from the preceding night to  ̂ “
the evening of this day were one European and one Lafcar killed, 
with ten Europeansand nine Sepoys wounded.

During the night the enemy drew off one of the guns at the bar; 
their workmen carried on a mining flip from the left of the palmyra 
ffockade acrofs the glacis, and on a level lower than the covered 
way, intending to pafs under this likewife in order to open the 
counterfcarp of the ditch : they executed this work with fo much 
filence, that the garrifon had no fufpicion of it until two the next after
noon, when the lap was advanced as far as the fcarp, or brick facing 
of the glacis, and being carried too high, the earth of the covered 
way with the facing iell m, and culcovered them ; forne grenadiers 
were immediately fent to fire and throw granades into the hole, 
which obliged the miners to flop, but they renewed their fiap lower.
Their mortars continued during thefe 24 hours again ft the works.
A  nine-pounder was difabled on the n . w . ravelin by the fire from 
the hofpital ; and the embrafures of Pigot’s baftion, and of Law 
rence’s, the next on the left, were much damaged by fhells and 
ftray Ihot; for both thefe works were out of the front attack, nor 
was there a Engle gun which bore direftly upon them; for the enemy 
had for fome days ceafed the 4 they opened on the pth of the month 
in this direction, which adjoined to the left fhoulder o f the Lorrain 
battery. The calualties from the evening to the evening were two 
Europeans and three Sepoys killed, and two and one wounded. In 
the enfuing night the enemy threw many fhells into the town, and 
continued hard at work both in their covered fap and in raifinp- a 
battery on the creft of the glacis, but with fo much filence, that 
the garrifon could not difcover what they were doing: the working 
party o f  the fort were employed in reftoring the right face of the 
north ravelin, and the fame fide of the caponiere leading to it acrofs 
the ditch.

I11 the interval fince the defection o f the black troops at Conje- 
veram, feveral letters and other notices had been received from Cap- 
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T he W a r  o f  C o r o m a n d e l . Book X .

1759. tain Prefen and Mahomed Iffoof. Purfuing their intention o f en-
v— >-—1 lifting a body of better cavalry, they arrived on the 12th at Lalla-
J m u ary. a town 0f  gTeat refort, 10 miles to the N. w. of Arcot, where

their invitations Son collected 500 Moorifli horfe, and 600 Morattoes. 
The Nabob’s brother, Abdulwahab Cawn, was at this time redding 
with their mother at Chitore, and being urged by her reprefentations 
to fame compunction for the diftrefs of the Nabob’s affairs, he pro- 
fered his affiftance; on which Mahomed Iffoof, with afm alle fcort, 
went to Chitore, and in a few days returned, accompanied by A b
dulwahab with 1.000 horfe, and more foot, being the troops he had 
kept in pay fince he quitted Arcot in the preceding year. Overtures 
were likewife made to a body of 3000 Morattoes belonging to Bala- 
gerow, and commanded by an officer named Gopaulharry, who were 
lying at the pafs of Damalcherry; but Gopaulharry infilled on re
ceiving money before any moved, on which Prefen fent him the 
bill o f an opulent fhrof for 60,000 rupees, which was to be paid as 
foon as the horfe arrived at Velore ; but as the meffages and march 
required eight days, the army in the interval fet out from Lallapet 
on the 22d, and halted on the 25th at Trivalore, within four miles, 
o f the fort of Tripaffore, in which, as well as Pondamalee, the 
French had a garrifon of Sepoys; but the pettah of Pondamallee 
being much opener than of Trivalore, Mahomed Iffoof fent off a de
tachment to plunder it, which they effeaed after fome Ikirmifhing 
with the Sepoys from the fort, of whom feveral were killed. Befides 
the booty they got in the pettah, the detachment returned with 3000 
ftieep and oxen, which had been collected from the country, and were 
kept under the protection of the garrifon, in the common round the 
fort, to fupply the French army before Madrafs.. The Nabob’s bro
ther Nazeabulla, who had accompanied Mr. Moracin to Pondicherry, 
and afterwards the French army to the fiege, had lately returned to 
Nelore; and the example and exhortations of his brother Abdul
wahab, had reclaimed him fo far, as to promife to join him at Triva
lore with his force; but he delayed, and the army having been rein
forced with ammunition and.two more three-pounders from Ching- 
lapet,, proceeded on the 27th to Trimliwafh, a town fituated on the
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{kirts of Malrawzes wood, 12 miles to the N, w. of Madrafs. T he 1759. 
polypar, w ith an agent who had been lent to him by the governor, 
came to the camp, and p.romifed to bring 2000 peons and a fupply 

- of rice: but, finding no money was intended to be given him, re
turned the next day into his wood, and appeared no more. Maho
med liYoof, as boon as the camp was pitched, rode with a party of 
borfe as far as MafkelyneY garden, which hands two miles n . w . of 
Fort St. George, where moft of the oxen belonging to the French 
army were kept under the care of a guard or Sepoys and black 
horfe; whom Mahomed Iffoof’s party put to flight, and feized moft 
of the cattle. The next day the whole body of French cavalry, who 
were -00, and Rajahfaheb’s who were Boo, encamped to the north 
of the*garden, and on the 29th one of their parties routed one of 
Abdulwahab’s, and took ten prifoners. The attention to this army, 
fince their arrival in the neighbourhood, diminifhed the activity of 
the enemy’s operations again ft the fort, by the detachments they 
were obliged to fend and recall on different reports and alrms.  ̂Then- 
approach juft as the enemy’s works were advanced fo near the de

fences increafed the alacrity of the garrifon.
On the 30th, at 11 in the forenoon, a fail was deicried to the 

fouthward ; when nearer, her colours were difcerned to be Englifli, 
and her form that of one of the Company s {hips. A ll the F rench 
veffels which were five, flung out Englhh colours hkewife; and 
the two {hips, the Harlem and Briftol, prepared to get under weigh.
A cattamaran was immediately difpatched from the foit, warning 
the ftranger to beware of them ; in the evening Mr. Dahymple 
was fent in a boat, with farther iuftruftions to the captain. The 
cattamaran got on board before the {hip came to an anchor, which 
was- not until nine at n igh t; and foon after the Briftol came up, 
received and returned a broadfide, and fell to leeward. The {hip was 
the Shaftfbury Eaft Tndiaman, commanded by captain Nathaniel 
In gifts and one of thofe which were bringing Draper’s regi
ment from Bombay: but, failing much worth than the others, 
they made her the hofpital {hip, and left her off die fouth of Ceylon 
on "the 7th o f the month, after which, a luckier vein of wind and 
current brought her to her port before them. The ftck, who were 

°  I i  i 2 36



1 759- 36 men o f the regiment, only added to the diftrefs of the garrifon ;
bu£ on board 37 cherts of filver, and many military rtores,
amongft them, hand-grenades, and bombs of the largeft rtzes, o f  
which the garrifon were much in need, having nearly expended 
their fcock o f thefe articles. The communication o f letters was 
eafy and expeditious, after the rtiip came to an anchor; and, by the 
governor’s order, {he threw out at day-break the enligns o f a man 
of war, and received, as if  fuch, a falute of 13 guns from the fort.
At the fame time the enemy on rtiore began to fire upon her with 
one gun from their neglected battery at the fecond crochet, and two 
from the breaft-work to the fouth, near the bar ; all the three were 
twenty-four pounders ; and fometimes fent red-hot balls. A t three 
in the afternoon, theBriftol, which had fallen far to leeward, worked 
up again into the road : whilft drawing nigh, boats with foldiers 
went off to her from the black town. The Harlem, which had like- 
wife been manned from the fhore, bore down at the fame time, and. 
the Shaftfbury had got under weigh to change her ftation, but 
being intercepted by the Briftol fuffained the engagement under fail 
for two hours, and then anchored, where direded, as near as the 
foundings would admit oppofite to the fouth-eart baftion. T he 
other {hips anchored likewife, but far out in the offing, and never— 
thelefs continued firing until night. The rigging of the Shaftfbury 

■ was much damaged by the fire o f fhips, and the received feveral. {hot 
through her hull from the rtiore : but no one was wounded exeept ' 
Lieutenant Browne of the regiment, who loft his right arm. Before •. 
10, the maflbolas o f the garrifon landed the fick and the treafure;. 
and it being fu{peeled that the enemy’s £hips might attempt to 
board the- Shaftfbury with their boats, the governor fent optional: 
orders to captain Ingiifs, either to efcape out o f the road,..maintain, 
his ftation, or run the {hip afnore.. The confidence was well placed 
and Ingiifs determined on the choice of danger.. T h e next day,, 
which was the firft of February, rtie flood the fame fire from the 
fhore, feme from the Harlem, but none from the Briftol,for this 
fhip had failed away in the night to Pondicherry ; and on the 2d, 
none from the Harlem, which anchored far out in the Offing ; : but 
the fire upon her from the. fhore ftill continued.
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The preparations of the enemy on fhore againft the Shaftfbury, 1759° 
flackened their fire againft the fort on the 30th, the day (he was dif- 
eernedv T h e  three embrafures on the left o f Lally’s battery, which 
bore upon the right race of the north ravelin, continued; the two 
next to them, which were the left of the four that had hitherto 
been employed againft the north-eaft baftion, likewife remained 
free;' but the interpofition of their own work on the creft o f the 
glacis precluded the ufe of the two other embrafures againft this 
baftion, as well as of the four which had battered in breach the 
faliant angle of the demi baftion : but they did not think it worth 
their while to remove the guns of thefe embrafures into thofe on 
the right, in order to batter towards the fhoulder angle, that 
next the flank of this baftion, becaufe they intended, as ufual, to 
make the breach at the falient angle, in which their fire had already 
almoft ruined the parapet. The fire of the burying-ground battery, 
with four guns, continued on the left face o f the north ravelin, and 
the Bank o f the. demi baftion, and the four guns in the hofpital battery 
enfiladed the whole of the north front. The outward gun in Lally’s 
battery which remained free againft the north-eaft baftion, they turned: 
ao-ainft the fhoulder merlon- on the left of the fafcine battery, raifed 
by the garrifon on the edge of the fur ft, of which all the four guns 
bore on this and the three next embrafures of L ally’s, to the left. Their 
mortars in this, the burying-ground, and the battery between them,, 
likewife continued as before. Such was their fire at the clofe o f this 
day; and in thefe 24 hours one 18 pounder was difmounted by the 
hofpital battery on Pigot’s baftion, 1 European, with 3 Sepoys, 
were killed, and 9 Europeas, with 2-. Sepoys, wounded.

The enemy’s mortars continued through the. enfuing night, and. 
moftly againft the defences. T h ey worked hard under ground from 
the palmyra ftockade ; but, as before, without being difcovered : and 
the earth they threw up on the creft of the glacis likewife concealed' 
there intentions-there, although the-garrifon gave frequent alerts, 
and threw grenades every half hour, hoping the occation of a fuc- 
cefsful {ally to. explore their w o rk ; but the enemy here took

no



1750. no alarm. It was fuppofed they were carrying on a covered fap 
towards the blind before the nortb-eaft baftion, winch threatened

JanU3ry‘ the moft dangerous mine they could fpring ; and to counteract their 
intention bv meeting their work, the garrifon opened a fap from the 
left of the ditch, and directed it acrofs and under the ground imme
diately in front of the blind. The mining gallery towards their battery 
on the creft of the glacis was likewife pufhed on with much 
diligence. The enfuing morning, the enemy at lunrife opened four 
embrafures in this battery, which extended to the right rrom the 
fummit of the falient angle : one of them pointed to the n . e . baftion, 
and all the four bore on the falient angle of the derm ; but they had 
raifed the embrafures fo high, that none of their foot could ftnke 
the parapet, but all flew over the fort ; fo that after five or fix 
rounds they ceafed firing, and clofed the embrafures m order to alter 
the level. Beiides the guns which they opened and kept up again.fr 
the Shaftfoury, their other batteries againft the fort continued 
through the day : the hofpital and burying-ground, with all their 
guns, but Lally’s only with five, three of which were thole againft the 
north ravelin, and the other two, which were the next to them, fired 
moftly againft the fafcine battery, where they difabled two twelve 
pounders: a twenty-four pounder was likewife demounted on the 
royal baftion : the cafualties to the troops were 4 Europeans killed, 
and 9, with 3 Sepoys wounded. During tlm night, the garni on, 
befides the repair of the works, continued their gallery towards the 
falient angle, and the covered fap before the blind. The enemy 
continued their fap likewife ftill undiicovered, and worked in alter
ing their breaching battery ; but when they opened it again the 
next morning with five guns, the foot as before flew over, and they 

were again obliged to cloie the embiaiures.
F , . This day was the firft of February: the fire of the two guns 

from the bar to the s. and the other to the n . at the ieconu crochet, 
continued a crofting fire againft the Shaftfoury with much aim, and 
l'ometimes with red-hot foot, of which feveral went through the 
hull. The Harlem likewife fired and helped to ruin her rigging.
The fort fired upon the Harlem and on the enemy’s fouthern guns,

and



and in the evening a twenty-four pounder, which bore on them 1759. 
from the San Thom e or fouth-eaft baftion, burft, whilft Mr. Pigot 
the governor was there ; he and two other men were {lightly wound
ed, but four more died of their hurts. The reft of the fire on 
both fides continued as the day before, excepting that the enemy's 
mortars were not fo frequent. The Cuddalore, a fchooner belong
ing to the company, which had lain fome days at Paliacate where 
fire had flopped feveral boats coming from the northward to the 
enemy’s camp, came this day near the road; but feeing the Harlem 
ready to weigh, flood out again to fea. A  twenty-four pounder was 
difabled in the faluting battery of the fort by its own fire on the 
Harlem. T he cafualties, befides thofe who buffered on the San 
Thome baftion, were 2 Europeans killed, and 4, with 2 Sepoys, 
wounded. In the night, as well as the day, the pioneers of the 
garrifon continued the two galleries, the one towards the enemy’s 
battery on the falient angle of the glacis, the other under the blind, 
and the reft o f the workmen were chiefly employed in repairing the 
parapet towards the falient angle of the demi baftion.

In the morning of the 2d, the enemy opened again their embra- 
fures on the creft of the glacis, which they had been repairing all 
night, but with as little judgment as in the preceding, for their fhot 
ft ill flew too high ; and the guns being expofed as before without 
refiftance to the cannon and mortars of the defences, were clofed 
again in an hour after they had opened, and remained filent the reft 
of the day. The other batteries continued as before. The Harlem 
had weighed before day-break, and anchored out o f gun-fhot of the 
Shaftfbury, which now only fuftained the fire o f the three guns on 
fhore; and theirs lefs frequent than in the preceding days. A t 
eight in the morning, feveral parties of horfe were difcerned from 
the fteeple, advancing in the plain about five miles N.w. of the 
fo rt; and foon after appeared the w hole army, with Prefton and 
Mahomed Ifloof. The enemy’s cavalry at Viparee drew out, rein
forcements joined them from the black town, and at three in the
afternoon firing commenced, which lafted until funfet-
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1759. The governor had repeatedly recommended to Prefton and Ma- 
homed lffoof to march round, and take poffelfion of St. Thom e, 

IU and from thence to come by the fea-lhore into the fort; or to pe
netrate wherever die they fhould fee an opening; the intention o f  
this junction was to concert meafures for a general attack on the 
enemy’s camp, which could not be explained by letters in cypher, 
and liable to interception. The effort, however, was not to be 
made by a fally of the united force from the fort; but Predion’s 
army, after being burn if he'd with money and four days provifions, 
which the garrifon could fpare, were to march out and encamp 
abroad again; and at the appointed hour fall on the black town, 
whilfl the garrifon at the fame time fillied upon the enemy’s works. 
This project was fcarcely fealible; for the enemy, knowing the 
junction in the fort, would be on Uriel guard in all their pods. 
Prefton, although he difapproved the fcheme, was as folicitous as 
the governor to carry it into execution; but the Polygars had failed 
to fupply the provifion o f rice they had promifed, which obliged 
the army to fend for it as far as Chinglapet and Conjeveram, and 
detained them three days at Trimliwafh until the morning o f the 
2d ; when they marched, intending to pafs to San Thome between 
the black town and the Mount, notwithftanding the whole body o f 
the enemy’s cavalry were lying in the way, at Viparee. Mr. Lally, 
hearing o f their approach, took a detachment o f 300 European in
fantry, 500 Sepoys, and fix field-pieces, from the black town, and 
joined his two bodies of cavalry which were lying at Viparee. He 
was accompanied by Mr. Bully, and moll of the principal officers, 
of the army. They marched onward in the plain towards Prel- 
ton’s force, who feeing, them coming, halted on the other fide o f a 
long morafs formed by paddy fields, which interfered the whole ex
tent of the plain from well to eaft: the cavalry with Prefton, to avoid 
the enemy’s cannonade, kept at a diftance in the rear; but the in
fantry drew' up under the fbelter of banks which continued along 
the edge of the morafs. Mr. Lally made feveral motions to intice 
them to crofs ; but they were not feduced : on which he took poll 
at three o’clock in a fpot o f ground covered by hedges and trees,
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and opened his cannon acrofs the morafs, although at the dif- x 759*
tance of 1000 yards, which were anfwered by only fix three-
pounders. T h e  Sepoys, and even the Europeans on both fides, fired "̂
fiometimes likewife with their fmali arms : but the horfe were never
near each other. From the advantage of fituation, notwithftanding
the difparity of the cannon, the lofs in Preflon’s army did not
much exceed the enemy’s, being 15 Sepoys, one European, and
five horfe killed, and five Sepoys wounded ; whereas the enemy
left nine Europeans and thirteen horfes dead on the plain. A t fun-
Ibt they retreated to Viparee, where Mr. I, ally likewife remained
with the detachment of infantry; and Pre-don, for want of provi-
fions, returned to Trimliwalh.

In the night the enemy threw fewer /hells than ufual: from 
the morning of the 2d to the morning of the 3d, was the fir 11 day 
fmce the 4th of January, in which no one was killed in the 
fort; and no Sepoys received any hurt, but five Europeans were 
wounded. The pioneers of the garrifon continued the two mines : 
they who were at work under the blind difcovered no figns of the 
lap they fufpefted ; but the miners, who were pufhing under the 
covered way towards the breaching battery, heard, at two in the 
morning, the found of men working near them in the enemy’s 
mine on the right under the eaft face of the glacis, which it was 
fuppofed they had relinquifhed fince it failed on the 23d. At day
break they fprung this mine on the infide of the covered way,, 
tlirough the counterfcarp of the ditch, at the extremity of the cu
vette ; into which the bulk of the explofion was thrown. Frag
ments o f the brick-work wounded five Europeans and a Sepoy ; but 
the explofion itfelf blew up none ; neverthelefs, to dcffroy many 
men feemed the only intent ; for if  it was meant to facilitate the 
delcent into the ditch, their approaches were not fuffieiently for
ward to attempt this operation ; fince the excavation was entirely 
commanded by the three innermofl: guns in the flank of the royal 
baftion, o f  which all the feven being covered on the flank by the 
oreillon, and by traverfes in the rear, had received no hurt from the 
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1759. enemy’s cannon, and none of their mortars had chanced to light
v-----— ' amon<rft them ; fo that all remained in perfeft condition, and the
February. before tbey  fjjjrung the mine, fhould have raifed a battery

in the fame direction, on the creft o f the glacis, to take off thefe 
defences. Immediately after the explofion, they began to fire from 
two embrafures of their breaching battery in the falient angle, 
which the fire of the fort, as before, foon obliged them to clofe ; 
their other batteries likewife flackencd, and their mortars {till more. 
Their workmen were chiefly employed during the night, in low 
ering the embrafures of their breaching battery; the garrifon,. 
betides the repairs of the demi-baftion, againft which tne gieatefh 
part of the enemy’s fire had been directed, worked at their two 
mining galleries. The calamities of the day and night, befides the 
men wounded by the enemy’s mine, were only one Sepoy killed, 

and one wounded.
A t day-light on the 4th, the enemy again opened their breaching 

battery on the creft o f the glacis, and for the fir ft time fired from all 
the fix embrafures, which, although fomething lowered, dill remained 
too high to ftnke below the parapet of the bullions, and txie endea
vour neceflary to reduce them even to this level retarded the repeti
tions of their fire. The two embrafures in the left of the battery borb 
on the north-eafl, the other four on the demi-baxtion. The n . e . 
returned with three guns, but the demi-baftion with none ; for the 
embrafures were doled, in order to let the workmen thicken the 
parapet within ; and their fire was much better fupplied by the four 
innermoft guns in the flank of the royal baftion, upon which not a 
gun in the breaching battery againft which they fired, nor from any 
other, could bear ; and the gunners, fenfible of their fecurity, fired 
with deliberate aim, whilft the three guns on the N. e . baftion conti
nued hotly on their oppofites, and both together obliged the enemy 
in lefs than an hour to withdraw their guns, and clofe the em
brafures ; nor did they attempt to open them again during the reft 
of the day. At feven the gallery carrying on towards this battery 
having been pufbed to the. banquet o f the covered way fell in at the

end



end there, and tnc ngnt came in.; but the miners flopped the hole 17^9. 
fo foon, that the enemy did not difcover the mifchance. The gal- 
lery was then filled five or fix feet backhand from hence a return February* 
■ made to the right, from which it was again continued {height for
ward under the glacis. In the night, the enemy had withdrawn 
the two twenty-four pounders from the bar, in order to replace others 
which had been difabled in the north front o f the attack ; they 
however fubftituted a fix-pounder to check any fally from the fort.
The cefiation of this fire to the fouth releafed the Shaftefbury from the 
greateft molefration fhe had endured, by which feveral o f her men 
had been killed and wounded, her hull {hot through in many places, 
and all her mads and rigging ruined. In the morning, before 
day-light, hie had moved from her ftation under the guns o f the 
s. e . or San Thome baftion, and anchored about a mile in the 
offing, oppofite to the fea-gate. The French /hips continued at their 
anchors out o f gun-/hot; fo that all the annoyance which /he re
ceived through the day was a /hot now and then from the /ingle 
gun at the fecond crochet. Againft the fort, the four guns at the 
burying-ground continued with vivacity, but the two enfilading in 
the Lorrain, and the four crochet on the hofpital battery with lefs 
frequency: all the enemy’s firfl-rate bombs were expended, and 
mofl of the next fizes, fo that they only fired a few fhells o f eight 
and ten inches from the fecond crochet. In the evening, a floop 
from Pondicherry anchored at San Thome with a fupply of flores.
During the night, the enemy fired a great deal o f mufketry upon 
the covered way, and the garrifon, befides the repairs, continued 
the two mines. The cafualties o f the night and day were one 
European and three Sepoys killed, and four with two wounded, and 
a twenty-four pounder was difabled on the demi-baflion.

Early in the morning o f the 5th, the Harlem, the Diligent, 
and three fmaller yeflels, got under fail from their ftation before 
the black town, where they left only one, a fmall floop, and Hand
ing to the fouth ward were out o f fight before the evening. The 
caufe o f their Hidden departure, was a report from Pondicherry, 
that feveral fhips o f  force had been feen off Megapatam. A t ftm~
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1759. rife, the enemy again opened their breaching battery, but before 
they had fired three rounds were obliged to clofe it again by the fame 
fire as the day before. A t nine, a red flag feen on the mount fig- 
nified that Prefton’s and Mahomed Ifioof’s army were arrived there 
from Trimliwaifh ; they had before reprefented the neceflity of re
maining at a diftance until fupplied with ammunition and {lores 
from Chinglapett, provifions from the country, and money from 
Madrafs. Mr. Pigot ordered them at all events to attempt the 
effort fo often recommended of marching into the fort; but, left it 
fiioukl fail, difpatched in the evening ten o f the troop o f Euro
pean horfe, with captain Vafferot, each carrying a thoufand pa
godas, who crofTed the Ifland, forced through the enemy’s guard at 
Chindadrapettah, and arrived at the Mount at ten at night, o f which 
they immediately gave notice to the garrifon by four rockets and -a 
large fire.. The. fire of the enemy’s batteries wras flacker than ufual 
in the day, their fhells very few, and little mufketry in the night. 
Neverthelefs the cafualties until the morning o f the 6th, were' 
another twenty-four pounder difabled on the demi-baftion, one Euro
pean and three Sepoys killed, and four Europeans wounded.

The enemy’s breaching battery remained filent during the 6th; nor 
had they repaired the damages it had fuflained ; but in L ally’ s, o f 
which the fire had ceafedfince the 30th of the laft month, fix embra- 
fiures appeared to have been reflored to good condition for fervice ; but 
fo many of the enemy’s guns had been ruined, that they were obliged 
to withdraw the four from the recochet battery-at the hotpital, to 
furnifh the emhrafures at Eally’s, which, however, they did not 
open until the next d a y ; fo that-their fire this day was from fewer 
guns than in any fince they began the fiege, confifting only o f the 
four guns at the burying ground, and two in the Lorrain battery; 
but they added two ten-inch mortars to the two -already eftablifhed 
at the fecond crochet, A ll their cavalry, European, as well as the 
black, were obferved filing off to the Choultry Plain ; and Sepoys, 
with guns and tumbrils, were feen marching that way from the 
black: town. The night pafied without Ikirmifh, for the enemy 
were not heard.at work on the creft of the glacis-; but their mortars 
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continued. In the day and night two Europeans were killed, and 1759- 
two wounded, but none of the Sepoys were hurt. — '

In the morning of the 7th the enemy began to fire, as was ex- ‘y°
peeled, from Lally’s. battery, but only from four of the embrafures 
and with a mortar on the right, all bearing upon the demi and 
north-eaft baftions, which together returned fix guns : the other 

batteries continued as the day before, and the mortars in the n ight; 
during which no alarms were given either by the enemy or the gar- 
rilon : two guns were difabled on the north-eaft: baftion ; two Eu
ropeans were killed, and five, and two Sepoys, wounded.

Notwithflanding the inefficacy o f the breaching battery, the reft 
of the enemy’s fire had by this time rent the falient. angle of the 1 
demi baftion from top to bottom ; and Mr. Lally, who viewed every 
thing with enthufiafm, ordered the principal engineers and artillery 
officers to give their opinion on the feafibility of ftorming this 
breach, and declared his own o f fuccefs ; but the officers confider- 
ed the queftion with more deliberation. They agreed that the de« 
feent into the covered way from the breaching battery on one fide, 
and the gabions on the other, of the falient angle of the glacis, was 
eafy, and that the defeent into the ditch and paflage acrofs it had 
been rendered, very pradicable by the mine they-had fprung in the 
covered way from the eaftern fide of the glacis, o f which the ex- 
plofion had filled up a fufficient fpace at the end of the cuvette or 
trench of water dug along the middle , of the ditch ; but a rank of 
ftrong palifadoes ranged along the other fide o f the cuvette, and 
having hitherto.received no damage muft be torn, down by hand, 
before the troops could gain the foot of the breach ; who during 
the defeent into the- ditch would be expofed, without the cover o f a 
fingle gabion* on the flank, to the. fire o f the north-eaft baftion 
and of mulketry from the, blind before i t ; to fix guns in the 
.curving flank of- the royal baftion, and abundance of fmall arms ■ 
from the caponiere which lech acrofs the ditch to the north ravelin ; ,

.and the havock of thefe two fires would continue -without the leaft 
■ refiftance or interruption upon the troops whilft aftaulting the 
:breach itfelf. . From thefe. circumftances the. officers, declared the

breach, ,
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17S9\ breach, although practicable, inacceffible; but added, what they 

February. Were not a^ eth that from a comparifon of the forces, the profe- 
cution o f works to quell the fire o f the place would only facrifice 
the lives o f many men without the leaf! probability of fuccefs.

T h e only variation in the attack during the 8th, was the addition 
of one gun on L ally’s, which now fired with five. The force with 
which the enemy intended to oppofe the army at the mount had 
colleded in a fepa'rate camp on the Choultry Plain, and in their rear 
at Egmore were fix field-pieces with four tumbrils. In the afternoon 
the Briftol anchored off St. Thome returning with ftores from Pon
dicherry ; and, as it was apprehended that Ihe might have brought 
a fupply o f large fhells, the governor propofed that the Shaftlbury, 
reinforced with forty foldiers from the Ihore, Ihould attack her. 
Captain Inglifs concurred in this intention with alacrity; but his 
mails were fo much damaged, that it required the repair of two 
days before he could fet a fail. No  annoyance, excepting mortars, 
palled between the befiegers and the fort during the night. Before 
the morning, the gallery in front o f the blind before the north-eaft 
haftion had been carried far enough toward the fea to fecure this 
work from any mines of the enemy, and was continued in a direction 
forward towards the palmyra pallifado, o f which the enemy were 
in poffeffion, in order to crofs any other they might be attempting 
againft the eaft face of the covered way. Tw o explofions of powder 

had been occafioned in the enemy’s works by the fall of fhells during 
the night. In thefe 24 hours were one European and one Sepoy 
killed, and two Europeans and one Sepoy wounded; but no gun 
was difmounted.

In the three laft days, information had been received from Captain 
Prefton, that Major Cailiaud was approaching with a reinforcement 
from the fouth ; and thefe were the firft advices concerning him, 
which had reached either Prefton or the garrifon fince his departure 
toTanjore; for every letter which he had written palling through the 
enemy’s country, had been either intercepted by them, or carried far
away by the mefiengers. A  variety of untoward incidents had pro- 
traded the execution o f his comm if lion. He embarked at nine in

the



the morning on the ift of December in a common maffoolah, which 1759. 
had only fix rowers and the fleerfman ; he was accompanied by .Mr. pe r̂’uary' 
Bofwell the furgeon, as his interpreter, and one fervant. In  ̂a 
few hours after they were at fea, a hard gale o f wind arofe, in 
which they could not ffiow the fail, and fcarcely ufe the oars ; 
neverthelefs the drift of the wind and current carried the boat by 
9 o’clock the fecond night as far as Devi Cotah, which is by the 
fea one hundred and thirty miles from Madrafs, when the rowers 
were fo much exhaufted, that no entreaties could prevent them 
from putting afhore ; and they grounded on the ft rand within half 
a mile of the fort of Devi Cotah, in which was an officer and fome 
French Sepoys, from whofe notice they were preferved by the con
tinuance of the ftorm, and before day-break put to fea again ; but 
the boatmen would not venture over the larger and outer furf, and' 
continued driving in the hollow lea between the two, until noon, 
when they landed at Tranquebar. The rains had overflowed the 
rivers, which remained impaflable until the 12th. On the iqtii 
Calliaud arrived at Achempettah 15 miles from Tanjore, where 
he was again detained three, days by the bad weather. On the 17th . 

he reached the city.
The king of Tanjore, when more clofely prefled by Captain 

Jofeph Smith to furniffi the 1000 horfe requeued of him by the 
prefidency in December, pleaded the ravages which his country 
had lately fuffered from the French army, and demanded 200,000 
runees before-hand; at length he more plainly faid, that he thought 
the Engiiffi did not care what befell the territory of their allies,, 
provided they could defend their own : but as lie could not adedge 
this indifference to himfelf when attacked by the French ; he cited 
the unconcern with which they had fuffered the French to take 
e v e r y  fort belonging to the Naboo, and even his capital of Aicot, 
without making any efforts, to proceed them ; although he knew that 
the prefidency had not the means, and with the Nabob s were lofing

their own revenues. '
Major Calliaud found the king in the fame temrm, io pre"

rofleifed o f the decline, of the Engiiffi fortune, that he neglected me.
* ufual.
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1759. ufual attentions to himfelf, as their reprefentative, and inftead of a
}77v~ y houfe, allotted his habitation in a choultry. In their conference,

eoiuary. ^  ^ n g  faid he had fufficiently expoled himfelf to the re-

fentment of the French, i f  Madrafs lliould fall, by the affiftance 
he had already font with Mahomed Moo'f, which were 300 
horfe ; but not paid by h im felf: neverthelefs he was willing to lend 
.400 more, provided Calliaud would difcharge their arrears : Cal
liaud demanded Colonel Kennedy and the Jefuit Elbe van, the French 
Foliages whom the king had detained ; but the king refufed, and 
let them depart on the 19th, as it were, in his fight. Never
thelefs, the horfe were fo necefifary that Caillaud determined not to 
take offence whilfi: there remained any probability of getting them, and . 
applied for money to the houfe of Buccangee, which was by far the 
moll confiderable bank in the Carnatic, and had hitherto tranfaftcd 
the greatefi: part of the Company’s exchange throughout the province: 
but their agents in Tanjore refufed to fupply any money for bills on 
Madrafs. The king knowing this promifed the horfe fhould be 
ready in four days, i f  the money were paid. Calliaud then applied 
to the Dutch government o f Negapatam, who profered a loan, but 
propofed to furnilh it in coins, and at rates, which would have 
produced a lofs o f  25 per cent. Thefe difappointments obliged 
him to feek the money at Tritchinopoly, where he arrived on 
the 24th, and obtained the promife o f a fupply from another {hop 
o f Buccangee’s houfe eftablifheu there : he returned on the 27th to 
Tanjore, where intelligence had been received the day before, that 
the Nabob with his family, who had left Madrafs on the 20th, 
were arrived at Negapatam, and that his wife, in this fhort but 
tempefluous paffage, had been brought to bed at fea. A t the fame 
time Seid Muctoon the Nabob’s agent at Tanjore informed the king, 
that the Nabob intended to come into the city in his way to Trichi- 
nopoly, and expefted to be met, as ufual, upon the road; but the 
embarkation, the feafon, and above all, the travail o f the lady, had 
convinced the king, contrary to the real motives, that nothing but 

the defpair of Madrafs could have induced the Englilh government 
to expofe the prince o f their alliance to fucli rifques and dhlrefies ;

and



and either from the malignant pleafure of infulting his fuperior in ' I 759* 
diftrefs, or from his dread of the French, if  they Ihould prove 
fuccefsful, or both, he refufed either to admit the Nabob into the 
city, or to pay him a vifit without the walls : nor heeded the re- 
prefentations of Calliaud endeavouring to correct his contumacy.
The news likewife frightened the IhrofFatTritchinopoly fo much, that 
he retracted his promile, and refufed to fupply money upon any terms.
However, 50 of the horfe were affembled at Condore on the bank o f 
the Coleroon, 10 miles north of the city, and Calliaud, in order to 
encourage the reft to follow, went thither likewife. The next 
day, which was the 28th, a detachment of 500 Sepoys, which 
he had ordered from Tritchinopoly to efcort the Nabob, pafted by 
in their way to Negapatam ; and on the ift of January he ' received 
from Mr. Norris, the member of the council who had accompanied 
the Nabob from Madrafs, 10 of 20,000 pagodas which had been 
fent by the prefideney to defray the expences of the garrifon o f Trit
chinopoly : but although this fupply obviated the pretexts o f delay, 
the king lent out no more horfe. On the 5th, major Calliaud vi- 
f  ted the Nabob at Aimapettah, and accompanied him to Pondi, a 
village 7 miles from Tanjore, where the illnefs of the Nabob’s wife 
detained them the two fucceeding days, during which major Cal
liaud went again to the city, when his exhortations, feconded by the 
appearance of the efcort, prevailed ; and the king viftted the Nabob 
on the 8th with the ufual ceremonies in a choultry on the road.
Major Calliaud, to dignify the Nabob’s appearance in his own ter
ritory, and at his earned: requeft, judicioufly put himfelf at the head 
of the efcort, and marched with him to Tritchinopoly : they arrived 
there on the 10th, but Caillaud returned the next day to Condore ; 
where no more horfe had hitherto joined the firft party ; his letters 
and meflages, for he refolved not fo vifit the king again, availing as 
little as before, he returned to Tritchinopoly on the 17th, in 
hopes o f levying a body of horfe in the adjacent country; and on his 
departure exprefled, intending it Ihould be conveyed, the utmoft indig
nation at the king’s evalions. He however left agents at Condore to 
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1759. improve any advantageous change which might happen in his difpo- 

Fcbniaiy. and the king> alarmed by the refentment of his departure, Tent
out the remainder o f the horfe with fcribes to clear their accounts; 
on which Calliaud returned on the 21ft to Condore, and advancing 
them fifteen days pay, they eroded the Coleroon the next day, 
and on the 23d moved to Trimalvedy, a fort belonging to the 
Arielore polygar, on the bank of the river, about 5 miles above 
Condore. Here he propofed that they fhould proeeed 1 o miles far
ther that day ; but they halted parlying for more pay until the 25th, 
when they marched 20 miles to Mongalpaddy, a village frill in the 
diftridts of Arielore; where they were joined by three companies o f 
Sepoys from Tritchinopoly. The whole arrived and halted the next 
day at Volcondah, and on the 25th reached Thiagar : here the horfe 
refufed again to proceed until they received their arrears, which the 
king had promifed, and failed to fend. They were however fa- 
tisfied with another advance o f 15 days, but requefted another 
day’s halt in expectation o f feme o f their neceffaries which were 
not yet come up from Tanjore. On the 31ft they marched from 
Thiagar to Tricolore, which is 15 miles onwards. T he killidar 
Kiftnarow, who had before taken the field with Mahomed Iffoof, 
promifed to follow with all his force from Thiagar : but none ap
peared. On the 1 ft o f February, Calliaud with his own troops 
reached Trivanalore, and the next day Villaporam. The partisan 
Lambert, with 500 Sepoys, had advanced to this place to oppofe 
their progrefs ; but, receiving certain intelligence of their force, 
went off the fame day to Gingee. T he want o f provifions detained 
Calliaud’s party at Villaporum until the 4th ; and on the 7 th at 
noon they arrived at Chinglapet, both foot and horfe fo much fa
tigued, for the march was feventy-five miles in three days, that 
they could proceed no farther; on which Calliaud left them there to 
refrefh, and went away with his own attendants to the mount, where 
he arrived at feven that n ig h t; and as the elder officer took the 
command of all the forces there, Prefton’s, Mahomed Iffoof’s, and 

Abdul wahab’s.
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T he mount is  a craggy rock, of which the bafe is oblong from 1759* 
eaft to weft, and a mile round. It has two eminences, of which that Yebmlr- 
to the eaftward is much the higheft, being 150 feet, and has at 
the top a fmall level plot, in which ftands a church, the fubftitute of 
a much more antient ftructure, dedicated by the ancient chriftians of 
Coromandel and Malabar to a Saint Thomas, whom the prefent er- 
roneoufly fuppofe to be the apoftle. A  flight of broad fteps leading 
to the church winds on the eaftern fide, juft where the hill itfelf 
begins to round to the north. A  village o f country-houfes, built by 
the Englilh, extends from the foot o f the mount about 600 yards 
to the eaft, and confifts of two rows of houfes lituated in gardens 
feparated by a lane. The row which faces the fouth fronts a pleafant 
plain, and the walls of its enclofures as well on this fide as on the 
other, where they Ikirt the lane, are on a ftrait line. The enclofure 
which terminated the front row, to the eaft, was the garden-houfe 
of Colonel Lawrence; it occupied 100 yards to the plain, and, 
as all the others o f this row, the fame extent backward to the 
lane ; the gardens on the other fide o f the lane were not all inclofed 
with walls, but fome with banks and hedges; all however capable 
of fome defence. The laft inclofure in this row, which from its 
owner was called Carvalho’s garden, projefted 50 yards farther out 
to the eaft than Lawrence’s, the laft in the front row, of which 
in confequence it flanked the eaftern fide : and about 200 yards 
out on the plain to the fouth, directly oppofite to Carvalho’s, ftood 
the ruins of five or fix mud houfes, with feveral trees furrounding 
a fmall brick building, which had once' contained a fwamy, or 
idol. This ftation flanked the ground before the front row of in- 
clofures. The lane that feparated the two rows continued nearly in 
a ftreight line from the eaft, and terminated at the bottom of the 
fteps leading to the fummit o f the mount. On the right hand o f 
the fteps was a craggy path from the plain on the fouth, and on the 
left hand an outlet leading round the north fide o f the mount; 
contiguous to the path on the right, and within piftol-fhot of the 
fteps, was a houfe which looked upon the outlet to the north ; 
and the laft houfe on the other fide at this end of the lane com-
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1759. mantled obliquely the opening of the path from the fouth : a fpa- 
Februn̂  ci°us gateway at the bottom of the lleps fronted the lane between.-

The black troops, exclufive o f thofe which major Calliaud had left 
at Chinglapett, were 2200 horfe, and 2500 Sepoys ; but the E u
ropeans were only 103:, 12 of whom were artillery-men, and 10- 
with Vaflerot, troopers; the other 80 were mulketry, including, 
officers ; the artillery were fix three-pounders. O f  the Sepoys, thofe 
from the garrifon of Chinglapett, and 700 of Mahomed Iiloof’s, 
might be relied on; but little dependance could be placed on the reft, 
and lefs on the cavalry. In this conviction, Calliaud determined to- 
rifque little in the plain, but to defend the whole village o f the 
mount, which afforded excellent flations. The plain to the north,, 
behind the fecond row of inclofures, required few precautions, be- 
caufe the ground, being laid out in rice-fields, precluded the approach 
o f cannon, and the ufe of cavalry. But, if  the enemy fhould get 
poheffion of Carvalho’s garden, they might foon penetrate into* 
all the other inclofures of the fecond row along the lane when the 
hr ft row, attacked from this in the rear, and in front by another di~ 
vifion of the enemy from the plain on the fouth, could not be long 
maintained. Calliaud therefore confidered Caravalho’s garden as the 
decifive poll, and Rationed in it 60 of the European mufketry with 
four of the field-pieces. T h e two other field-pieces, with the 20? 
other European firelocks* and 300 Sepoys, were polled at the fwamy- 
houfe ; the inlets, of this poll were barricaded, and the walls of the 
mud-houles were lowered to parapets for the mulketry,, and 
where neceflary Hill lower for the field-pieces, but time and 
means were wanting to inclofe them either with a ditch or palli— 
fades. Seventeen hundred Sepoys were diflributed in the gardens 
of the front row' facing the fouth, but the greatefrpart in Lawrence’s 
to the ealt,. and a communication was prepared- between all thefe 
enclofures by openings in the walls o f feparation. T h e remaining 
500 Sepoys were llationed to defend the inlets to the upper end o f 
the lane, at the foot of the mount; fome in the two houles there, 
others on the Heps, others at the gate, and others in different parts 
of the rock itfelf. The black cavalry had encamped along the north
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fide of the mount, and were ordered to hold theinfelves in readinefs 1759. 
to act as occafion fhould require.. February

With the dawn of the next day, which was the pth, the enemy 
were difcerned approaching in two large bodies.. The one con
fiding of 120.0 Sepoys, and 500 black horfe, advanced from the 
Marmelong, or San Thome river, towards theeaft end o f the village,, 
but having no field-pieces, regulated their approach by that of the 
other body, which, having taken a circuit to the left, were per
ceived at two miles diftance on the plain to the fouth. This body 
confided of 300; being the whole of the French European cavalry, 
and 600 European infantry : the cavalry was in the Gen ter in- 
two ranks, the troopers on the right, the dragoons next, the hufifars. 
on the left. T h e infantry were equally divided ©n each fide of the. 
cavalry, and both divifions had two field-pieces on each of their, 
flanks, eight in all, of which two were twelve, two nine, and the 
other four, fix-pound'ers. The whole was commanded by a relation 
o f Mr. T ally ’s, o f thefame name, and with the rank of Colonel. T he 
black horfe with Calliaud formed on his fummons in front of the 
garden w alls; they were crowded, according to their cufcom, ten or 
twelve ranks in depth.. Abdulwahab prefented himfelf; with feeming 
refolution at their head*, and Calliaud, with the 10 troopers and Vaf- 
lerot, rode on their left- The French cavalry were advancing before 
their infantry ; and it was the intention of Calliaud, that his own 
Ihould wait until they came in a line with the flank fire of the field- 
pieces at the fwamyhoufe :■ but when they were within 1000 yards, 
where the ground began to take an afcent towards the garden walls, 
although fcarcely perceptible in a lefs fpace, the whole body of the 
black cavalry, with Calliaud fet off Tampering, fhouting, and flouriihing 
their fabres.. The French cavalry came on to meet them at a. round 
tro t; but halting fuddenly, the firfr rank difcharged their carbines,, 
by which four or five horfes, and. as many men, were brought to the 
ground, on which the whole, excepting Calliaud and. the. 1.0 troopers, 
went off at once, fome efcapitig along the fide of the mount-to their 
right, but others turning, preffed into the path in their rear, which led 
into the head: o f the lane at the foot of the Begs, and pufned acrofs.it
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T759* t-ie ot’ner outlet, to the plain on the north of the mount. T h e
f IT "— ' French cavalry followed them until they themfelves came within 

1Ual}' reach o f the flank fire o f the field-pieces at the fwamy houfe, which 
falling amongft the troopers and dragoons on the right, obliged them 
to check and turn back ; but the huffars on the left, not feeling fo 
much o f this annoyance, puffed on, and purfued the. fugitives through 
the opening into the upper end o f the lane, where they immediately 
fell under the fire of the 500 fepoys polled in the different ftations 
in that part of the mount and in the two houfes, which drove them 
with as much precipitation as thofe they were purfuing, through 
the outlet to the north, from whence they galloped round th© 
mount, and rejoined the cavalry from which they had feparated, 
in the plain to the fouth. Calliaud, with the troopers, retreated to 
the inclofure next Lawrence’s garden, and his horfe, which had re
ceived a ball in the bread:, fell under him at the gate. As foon as 
the Huffars returned, the whole of the French line advanced again in 
the fame order as before, and halted at the diftance o f 600 yards; 
the divifion of infantry on the right, oppofite to the fwamy houfe; 
the other on the left, over againft the lad inclofures at the foot o f 
the mount. From thefe fituations the infantry of both divifions fent 
forward their field-pieces 200 yards nearer, which began a brifk and 
indifcriminate cannonade againft the garden walls, and the poft at the 
fwamy houfe, which was aniwered with effect only by the two 
field-pieces at this poft ; for the fire of the fepoys, even here as well 
as in the gardens, was thrown away, and neverthelefs could not be 
reftrained. Mean while the body of enemy’s troops to the eaft halted 
behind a ridge, which extended at the diftance of 400 yards, op
pofite to Carvalho’s garden, againft which their fepoys kept up a 
conftant and ufelefs fire o f mulkctry, which neverthelefs was often 
anfwered from the four field-pieces in the garden.

Colonel Lally feeing no effect from his field-pieces againft the 
garden-walls to the fouth, and the danger o f {forming them, 
before the advanced poft at the fwamy houfe was carried, de
tached at nine o’clock 100 Europeans from the divifion of infan
try on the right, to-attack it at the pufh o f bayonet; but the fire
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of the two field-pieces, and the mulketry there, met them fo hotly, 1759-
that they broke within 30 yards of the poll, and retreated with pre- — '
cipitation to their divifion, which on thia repulfe recurred again " “ry‘ 
to their field-pieces. Calliaud, neverthelefs, was convinced that 
the poft would be fioon attacked again, and could not be main
tained throughout the day, and therefore drew off one of the field- 
pieces. A t ten the enemy fent a ftronger detachment to make ano
ther attack, who were beat off as the firft ; and half an hour after, 
another attack was made by 200 of the divifion, who were likewife 
repulled ; but thefie fuccefies had fo much elated the defenders, that 
all the fepoys, with moft of the Europeans, accompanied by enfign 
Airey himfelf, rulhed out to purfue the detachment; who, as i f  
by defign, retreated faft, and led them 300 yards into the plain : 
two troops of horfe, who had been patrolling in the rear of the in
fantry, chanced at this moment to be juft behind the remaining Eu
ropeans of the divifion to the right; and feeing the advantage, fet" 
off at full gallop and fell {word in hand upon the purfuers, before 
they had time to form in proper order to refill the Ihock. A ll were 
in an inftant fcatterecl, and many we re cut down before they reached 
the fwarny hoi.fie ; when, although lafe, they did not think them- 
felves fo, b ut leaving the field-piece, ran out on the other fide to gain the 
gate of Lawrence’s garden, which flood open before them ; but before 
they got there, the troopers galloping round the eaft fideof the poft, fell 
upon them again, up to the very gate, where their career was checked 
by a ftrong fire of the Sepoys, whom Mahomed Ifloof feeing the 
difafter had ranged along the walls. The furprize, for feveral fell, 
deprived the cavalry likewife of the recolleftion to return, and take 
fhelter behind the cover at the fwamy houfe ; but they galloped a- 
crofs the angle of Lawrence’s towards the angle of Carvalho’s gar
den, where Caillaud feeing them coming, met them with the fire o f 
the 4 field-pieces in this poft : but the gunners having hitherto only 
uled ball, forgot to change their charge for grape fhot, which great
ly  diminifhed the execution ; for the cavalry palled within 30 yards 
o f the angle, and continued galloping onward to the north eaft, un
til out o f  reach, when they turned in the rear of their Sepoys be
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1759* hind the ridge. However fome-of them fe ll; but all the lofs they 
FebouT- had buffered was much lei's than the havock they had made ; for 

they had killed or cut down more than a hundred, but moftly
Sepoys,

The right diviiion of the enemy’s Infantry with their field-pieces im
mediately took poffefiion of the deferted poll; their left likewife advanc
ed fomething nearer the inclofures on their fide, and both began a hot 
cannonade again ft the garden walls, which being flight, but o f brick, 
were eafily perforated. T he Sepoys within took fnelter behind the 
houfes, ready to man the walls on a clofer attack; but ever and anon, 
one or other of thofe, obliged to move to and fro, was killed ; and 
thefe cafualties, although few, difpirited many, who took every oppor
tunity to quit their ftations, and Ideal into the back enclofures, from 
whence they efcaped round the mount, and haftened far from the 
field. O f  the black cavalry not more than a hundred had returned 
fince the rout in the morning, and kept both the rows of enclofures 
between themfelves and the enemy’s ihot. A t noon a party was 
difcerried advancing from the San Thome river, with a piece o f 
cannon drawn by many oxen. It was a heavy iron eighteen-poun
der. The field-pieces at Carvalho’s fired upon them at random fhot, 
which frightened the cattle, and obliged the drivers feveral times to 
unyoke the reftive, and at lafl to throw them all off, when the Laf- 
cars alone dragged the gun : but when arrived at the ridge, where 
the Sepoys had taken pofl, it could not be made ufe of behind it ; 
and whilff they were drawing it farther forward into the plain, fe
veral fhot which took place amongft them interrupted their attempt. 
At length it was brought to a proper ffation, and at 2 o’clock began 
to fire at point blank ; it was oppofed as before by the 4 three- 
pounders, which could not with the fame certainty reach fo far, and 
feveral of the men ferving them were killed by the fhot, and wounded by 
fragments of the houfe. Mean while the enemy to the fouth, be- 
fides their cannonade, which continued hotter than in the forenoon, 
advanced at different intervals feveral parties, as well from the divi- 
fion on the left, as the fwamy houfe, with the appearance of af- 
fault, but only to draw the unneceffary fire o f the Sepoys, which
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always fucceeded ; and it became fortunate that fo many had quitted, 1759. 
for even the beft who remained could not be refrained from firing 
on every motion, although in vain. But by 5 o’clock in the afternoon, 
the perleverance of the enemy’s cannonade obliged them likewife 
to diminifh it, for fear of ruining their own guns, and at funfet it 
ceafed totally, and they were feen yoking, and foon after drew oft 
all their artillery, moving to the eaftward : the eighteen-pounder 
ceafed and drew oft at the fame time. The fight was more joyful 
than they fufpe&ed to the troops in the village, for Calliaud had juft 
before received information, that the mulket ammunition was ex
pended to fix cartridges a man, and only three balls, befides the grape- 
fhot, left for each of the field-pieces ; fo that no retreat could have been 
made, if  prefled by the enemy in the open plain. Spies followed them 
until they had crofi’ed the river o f San Thome, and began to take up 
their quarters in the village of Marmelong ; and immediately on the 
return o f  the fpies at eight at night, Calliaud marched away with all 
that remained o f his force, in filence, for fear o f the enemy’s cavalry, 
and left fires to deceive them. Before the morning, they arrived at 
Vendaloor. The fugitive cavalry o f the morning had run away with 
fo much hurry, that they reached Chinglapett before noon. T o rejoin 
them, as well as to get a fupply o f  ammunition, Calliaud continued 
his march the next day, and arrived there in the evening, where all 
the Sepoys, who had not intirely defected, were likewife aflembled.
O f the Europeans, feven ŵ ere killed dead, and 13 wounded. It was not 
fo eafy to afcertain the lofs fuftained by the Sepoys; but by the reports 
of thofe who held out through the'adlion, it was computed that fifty 
were killed on the fpot, and about 150 were brought away wounded.
The lofs of the enemy was not known, but fuppofed to be 50 Eu
ropeans, and moft in proportion of the cavalry. The firing of the 
aftion was heard in the fort, and feveral parties at different times o f 
the day were feen going towards the mount, and not a few palankins 
and doolies returning from .it with the wounded.

Notwith Banding the draughts which had been made for this at
tack, the enemy’s fire on the fort continued with more vivacity than 
might have been ex pc tied, although not fo frequent as the day be-
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1759. fore, but both their (hot and (hells were directed againd the build- 
mgs. The Shaftefbury was not ready to weigh and bear down upon 
the Briftol, at anchor in the road o f St. Thome, before the night 
clofed, and in this interval the Bridol employed all the boats which 
could be affembled in unloading her (lores, and for more difpatch 
put a part of them on board of the (loop which was in the road 
when (he arrived, and into the other from the black town, which had 
paffed and anchored near her; neverthelefs (he had not difcharged 
h a lf her cargo before night, and for fear of the Shaftefbury fet fail, 
and was out of reach before morning. It being fuppofed that the 
fervice at the mount had drained the enemy’s pods to the fouthward 
o f the fort, two companies of Sepoys were detached in the afternoon, 
who proceeded as far as the governor’s garden, from whence they 
brought off fome ammunition, and in their return fet fire to the ga
bions of the battery near the bar, meeting no oppofition. The ene
m y’s mortars continued fparingiy through the night, but as in the 
day againd the houfes. N ot a man or a gun was hurt in the fort 
during thefe 24 hours ; but the numbers of the garrilon were by this 
time fo much impaired by cafualties and ficknefs, that the grenadier 
company, which had hitherto been kept in referve, were obliged to 
furniih a proportion to the guards of the different pods.

The next day, which was the 10th, the enemy fired with four 
guns and one mortar from Lally’s, three guns from the burying- 
ground, two from the Lorrain battery, and with two mortars at 
the fecond crochet: the gains at Lally’s fired fmartly, but mod of 
the (loot from hence, as well as the (hells from- all the three mor
tars, were, as the day before, directed againd the buildings, which 
were much rent and (hattered. The mortars continued through the 
night, during which the garrifon began another embrafure in the 
fafcine battery on the beach, within the flow o f the furf; it was in
tended to fweep the drand, along which the enemy might approach 
under cover of the bank o f fand which forms the beach and dops the 
fea that has thrown it up. The gallery or mine at the falient angle 
was this day compleated : it had been pufhed 90 feet from the coun- 
ter-fcarp of the ditch, which brought it under the enemy’s breach
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ing battery, when a feort return was made on each hand from the end, 1759.
and in a chamber at the end of each return was laid a box, contain- — '
ing 200 pounds of powder, to which the fauciffons were fixed. The 
gallery before the blind was fufiiciently advanced towards the fea- 
fide to crofs any approach under ground to the blind, and another 
branch was opened from this gallery ten feet on the out fide of the 
eafl face of the covered way, parallel to which it was intended to 
prolong the branch, to the north, in order to difcover and meet 
the enemy if working under ground in this part. In the morning 
the Cuddalore (loop belonging to the Company anchored in the road 
from Pulliacat, where fee had been feme days, and had flopped 
feveral embarkations o f the country, coming with provifions from the 
northward to the enemy in the black town : orders were immedi
ately fent off to her by a cattamaran ; in confequence of which fee 
bore down into the road of St. Thome, and attacked the two fmall 
veffels lying there, which had not yet landed all the flores they had 
received from the Briftol. The  veffels, after receiving a few fhot, 
weighed and ran clofe to the furf, within 100 yards of the feore; 
the Cuddalore followed them as near as lire could, when a party of 
mulketry, with two field-pieces came to the ftrand, and began to 
fire on her ; by which the crew, who were all lafears, were fe much 
frightened, that they could hardly be prevailed on to Hand the 
deck; the mafter, therefore, bore away, and in the evening anchor
ed again before the fort. The fire of the day and night wounded 
two Europeans and one Sepoy, and difabled a 24 pounder on the 
demi baff ion.

On the n  th the enemy’s fire continued from the fame cannon 
and mortars as the day before, but more brilkly. The Cuddalore 
Hoop bore down again in the morning upon the two veffels in the 
l oad of St. Thorne, and was again beat of by the fame fire from the 
feore. The outward embrafure of the fafcine battery in the furf 
was compleated, and pallifadoes flaked in front of i t : a range of 
trees were laid before the pallifadoes, and others along the feoulder 
of the battery in the furf itfelf. The cafualties in the day and night, 
were two Europeans and one Sepoy killed, and four Europeans and
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1759. one Sepoy wounded ; a twenty-four pounder was difabled on the 

royal baftion. _ _ &
T he fame fire continued on the 12th, but with more effeft, dif~ 

abling fix guns. Before this time ail the original parapet of the n .e . 

baftion had been battered aw ay; and To much o f the body of the 
baftion itfelf crumbled, that the outfide of the gabions and fand-bags, 
which had been fubftituted on the rampart, did not extend beyond 
the ground which had been the line of the infide o f the original 
parapet; and in the afternoon of this day a fhot from a twenty- 
four pounder on Lally’s battery came quite through the gabions, 
and wounded a centinel in the baftion ; four other Europeans and 
one Sepoy were wounded, and two Europeans were killed, during 
thefe 24 hours.

A t three in the morning of the 13th, a party from the enemy’s 
trenches, confifting o f 50 coffrees, advanced along the fea-fide from 
the ftockade, o f which they were in pofleftion, intending to ftorm and 
nail up the guns in the fafcine battery. They were led by a ferjeant 
chofen for his bravery, with the promife of a commiflion i f  the at
tempt fucceeded. The party was difcovered when within 30 yards 
of the work, on which they halted, probably to form for the pufh, 
and in this fhort interval received two rounds of grape-fhot from the 
embrafure next the breach, the execution of which threw them into 
fuch confufion, that they all ran back to the trenches, leaving feven 
dead, and the ferjeant defperately wounded. Upon this alarm, the 
drums beat to arms, and all the garrifon and inhabitants repaired to 
their feveral pofts : and a fmart fire was kept up from the defences, 
and returned by the enemy from the trenches, for fome time after 
the party was repulfed. T h e ferjeant crawled into the covered way, 
where he was taken up, told what he knew o f the enemy’ s inten
tions, and died before day-break. This day the enemy ceafed firing 
from the three guns in the Lorrain battery, by which the number 
of their cannon was reduced to feven pieces ; but the five in Lally’s 
fired very brilkly : their three mortars continued as before through 
the day, but very fparingly during the night, which gave fufpicion 
that they were bufy at work in their trenches, and before day-light

at



at three o’clock in the morning, it was difcovered that they had ad-  ̂1759.

vanced forac gabions on the edge of the furf beyond the Palmyra oc- Fcbr[ur̂  
kade, which indicated that they either intended to bring cannon agamit 
the fafcine battery, or to advance by traverfes under cover of the 
beach which was Peep, and then attack the covered way and the 
fafcine battery together : a Prong fire was kept up from the fafcine 
battery upon the fiockade, and the gabions they had advanced until 
the morning. In thefe 24 hours no guns were difmounted in the 
fort, but three Europeans were killed, and four, with one Sepoy, 
wounded. _ The mine under the enemy’s battery at the falient angle 
of the covered way was compleatly ftopt up before noon ; and three 
pioneers, covered at night by ten grenadiers, were continued at the 
counterfcarp in readinefs to make the explofion.

It being difcovered at day-break of the 14th, that the enemy had 
renewed their gabions beyond the Pockade, a fally was made upon 
them at fun-rife. A fubaltern and 15 men went along the. covered 
way till they came upon the flank* of the Pockade 40 men with 
two captains advanced diredly in front of it along the glacib, fol
lowed bv 20 pioneers and an engineer without arms, i  he two 
parties attacked at the fame inPant, and their firP fire drove the 
enemy from the Pockade, and continued firing forwards from it on 
all that appeared ; at the fame time the north ravelin, the royal, t e 
demi, and s .  E .  baftion, plyed the trenches with grape (hot, and all 
tosether deterred the enemy from venturing out of them, which 
gave the pioneers leifure to overturn the gabions into the fea, and 
to fpread and level the earth they contained. After which, the 
whole detachment returned unmolefted into the covered way, 
having only two men flightly wounded. The enemy s fire con
tinued as the day before, but they threw very tew (hells m the night, 
during which they worked hard in replacing the gabions which had 
been overfet in the morning, and endeavoured to compleat the tra
verse from them towards the fu rf; but the fire of a twelve-poun ier 
from the fafcine battery, and the fhells from the derm baftion, con
tinually interrupted their work. In the evening the Diligent an 
a floop . w ith  Pores from Pondicherry anchored in the road .



11759•_ Thome ; and on their appearance 1 5 failors which had been taken
February. out the Shaftfbury to ferve in the garrifon, with 30 more E u

ropeans, were fent on board with orders to Captain Inglifs to bear 
down, and attack thefe veffels. The decks o f the Shaftfbury being 
lumbered with goods, fhe did not get under fail until a  o’clock at 
night, and was too foon difeovered by the two veffels, which immedi
ately got under way, and before day-break were too far to the fouth- 
ward to be purfued. In thefe 24 hours two Europeans were killed, and 
5 wounded, but none of the Sepoys were hurt. A  twenty-four pounder 
on the demi baftion was fplit in the muzzle by one o f the enemy’s 
fhot. Eor feveral days a number of labourers, guarded by a party o f  
foldiers, with an officer, had been difeerned from the fleeple de- 
molifhing the governor’s garden-houfe, and in the afternoon of this 
day they fet fire to the village of Chipauk which flood at the back 
of the garden, between the bar of the river and the village of Trip- 
licane. r

The next day, which was the 15th, the enemy’s fire was very 
brifk in the morning, from fix guns in Lally’s, four at the burying- 
•ground, and two in the Lorrain battery; but it decreafed in the 
afternoon, and at 5 o’clock they only fired from three in L ally ’s, 
and two at the burying-ground, and from neither of the two in the 
Lorrain battery : the fire of their mortars likewife flackened. Several 
camels and many coolies were feen paffmg from St. Thome acrofs 
Egmore plain to the Black town, loaded, it was fuppofed, with am- 
muntion ; hut a much greater number of coolies with all kinds of 
burthens paffed from thence to the fouthward, which confirmed the 
intelligence o f a fpy, that the enemy were fending away their fuper- 
fluous flores and the remains of their booty to Pondicherry, and gave 
credit to the information o f the deceafed ferjeant, that they had de
termined to raife the fiege. They fired very few fhells, and con
tinued very quiet in their trenches during the n igh t; but the garrifon 
fufpedling that they might be carrying on their gabions by the fea- 
fide, kept up a fmart fire from the fafeine battery upon the head of 
then fap until 2 o clock in the morning, when the moon gave fuf- 
ficient light to difeover that they were doing nothing there j on

w hich



which the firing ceafed. A t the fame time, the enemy’s guard in 1759. 
their battery on the creft of the glacis, which for fome days had 
only been ofed as a lodgement for mulketry, perceived and fired upon 
a party o f Sepoys who were leveling the rubbifh at the foot of the 
demi baftion, which had been beat down' by the cannonade of the 
day. One of the Sepoys was killed, on which the reft ran away, 
and no other of thefe troops could be prevailed upon to continue the 
ivork, which was however compleated by a party of Europeans. A  
iix-pounder in the fafcine battery was difabled by one of the enemy’s 
fhot. The cafualties in the 24 hours, were one Coffree and one 
Sepoy killed, and one of each, with two Europeans, wounded, and 
lieutenant Hopkins loft his right arm by a cannon diet. Two 
letters were received this day from Major Calliaud, dated the n th  
and 13th, advifing his intention to make a forced march from Chin g- 
lapett, with the troops under his command, in hopes of furprizing 
the fort of Sadrafs, o f which the French continued in pofteftion ; 
and requesting that money and ammunition might be fent to him 
there, in confequence of which the Cuddalore Hoop was immediately 
difpatched with 300 three-pound fhot, and 20,000 pagodas in money.
This fum compleated 70,000, which had been fent out of the fort, 
fmce inverted, for the fupply of the army abroad. Much more re
mained in the company’ s treafury, which was indebted for this 
affluence to the remittances from their acquifitions in Bengal; but, 
had this fource failed, the wealth of individuals colledled within the 
fort would have been much more than fufficient to have anfwered 
all the expences incurred for its defence. Very different were the 
■ faculties and finances of the enemy. The treafury of the govern
ment at "Pondicherry was exhaufted, and individuals from their dif- 
truft and deteftation of Mr. Tally would lend none to forward the 
public caufe, although their own ; and from violence and mif- 
management, the countries which had been reduced, and were the 
whole extent between Devi Cotah, Arcot, and Madrafs, had furnifhed 
neither revenues or other means adequate to the wants and con- 
fumption o f the enemy’s army employed in the fiege, where the 
pay of the common foldiers was at this time fix weeks in arrear, and

their



1759. their other neceffities equally ill fupplied; who neverthelefs, not- 
— ' withholding the difcontented difcourfes of their officers, hill more 

. .February. c|-plonourable becaufe they had all got plunder, perfevered in their 

duty with unremitting fpirit and alacrity, and Mr. Lally feems to 
have refpe&ed their merit. But the Sepoys had neither the fame 
principles, nor received the fame, encouragement, for he had always 
treated them, as all the natives in general, with the utmoft contempt’ 
and feverity, which they now revenged, juft as their (lender fervices 
became moft important, by threatening to leave the army, i f  they 
were not immediately paid ; and fpreading their example by their 
correfpondence, 500, who had been polled with a few Europeans in 
the fort of Tripaffore, forced the gates, and marching out with their 
arms plundered the country, in order, as they faid, to colled their 
arrears. The news was brought to the black town a few hours after 
the event, on the 15th, and created much anxiety, becaufe all the 
provifions which the army received, came by Tripaffore, and might 
be eafily diverted by thefe malecontents. Few refrained from de
claring that the ftege ought to be immediately raifed ; but Mr. Lally, 
to maintain the lead of his own opinion, gave out that he would 
never quit the enterprize, until he had tried the fuccefs of a general 
affault, and talked as if the hour was not far diftant.

The next morning, which -was the 16th, the enemy’s cannon, 
although not increafed in number, fired with more vivacity than for 
many days before. A t 3 in the afternoon intelligence was brought 
by a catamaran from Paliacat, that a (loop, which had juft anchored 
there, had fpoke on the 9th of the month in the lat. of 14°, with the 
(hips from Bombay, from which the Shaft (bury had feparated; and 
that they had been feen on the 12th off Durafapatam, 100 miles to 
the north of Madrafs. A t 5 o’clock in the afternoon, the fix (hips 
were defcryed in the n . e . (landing towards the road ; neverthelefs 
the enemy’s fire continued with uncommon vivacity until funfet; 
and it being concluded, that, if  they had ever intended to make a 
general affault, it would be attempted this night, before the rein
forcements could be landed, every foldier and inhabitant in the gar- 
cifon capable of (landing to his arms repaired to their refpectr r polls,

and



and as fbon as it was dark a hot fire o f mulketry from the north 1759- 
face o f the defences was kept np on the enemy’s works, which A— *— ' 
they returned w ith equal alacrity. A t ten at night the Ihips, di
rected b y  lights held out in the fort, anchored in the road. T h e  
firing on fhore hill continued, and at 2 in the morning that from 
the enemy, in their lodgement, on the crefl o f  the glacis, and in 
their polls and Tap oppofite to the n . e . baftion and fafcine battery, 

although very ftrong before, grew flronger than ever, but their /hot 

flew too high : it began to flacken foon after, when the blaze o f fires 
were perceived in-their trenches : at 3 all their annoyances ceafed 

intirely, after w hich no motions o f men were any longer diflin- 

guifhed ; but feveral large piles o f wood in the rear o f L a lly ’s battery 

were feen in flames. T h e  cafualties fince the preceding morning to 

this tim e, were three Europeans and one Sepoy wounded, and one 

Sepoy killedi
A t day-break the whole army were difcovered in full march from 

the wed fide o f  the black town towards the Choultry Plain, and the 
greate/1 part had already croffed the northern river. They had pre- 
vioufly undermined the redoubt and powder-mill at Egmore ; and 
at 9 o’clock a party left for the purpofe made the explofion, which 
intirely ruined' both ; thefe works had coft the Company 30,000 
pounds, and could not be reftored in a twelvemonth. The enemy 
were then perceived marching on to the mount. The hurry of their 
retreat faved the black town from the refolution which Mr. Lally 
had taken of reducing it to afhes, if  compelled to raife the liege.
By noon the troops in the /hips were all landed: they were, in
cluding officers, 600 men.

Joy and curiofity carried out every one to view and contemplate 
the works from which they had received fo much moleftafion, for 
the enemy’s fire had continued 42 days. Thirty-three pieces of cannon,,
18 or 24 pounders, were found in their polls and works, of which 
26 were difabled; but feven were in their carriages, and both-in good 
condition. Some fpare carriages were likewife left, and many 
cannot /hot, but no mortars, although feveral beds ; and many mili
tary fores, with quantities of powder in calks and flannel bags,

V o l  II.. N~ n n. were;



j 750, were found carelefsly fcaltered in the trenches. T h ey evacuated 
v— — . g an T h om e, and whatever guards between this place and the fort

February. w i t p t}r a w n  at the fame time that the arm y left the black tow n.

T h e  garrifon, as foon as certified o f their departure, lent out parties 

to the foutlnvard and to Egm ore, w ho collected 19 guns more, 

m offly iron three pounders: fo that the w hole number w hich the 

enemy loft and left behind were 5 2 pieces o f  cannon. O ne hun

dred and fifty barrels o f  good powder, and as m any calks o f  damaged 

ammunition, were found in San Thom e. B ut the ftrongefl p roo f 

o f  the hurry and confufion w ith  w hich they raifed the fiege, was the 

negleft o f  their fick and wounded, leaving 44 Europeans, (all w h o  

had not been fent away before) in their hofpital in the black tow n, 

w ith  a letter from M r. L a lly , recommending them to the care o f  
the E nglifh  governor: they were received and treated w ith  the 

fame attentions, as i f  they had belonged to the garrifon, and moft of 

them  afterwards recovered.
T h e  fort fired during the fiege 26,554 rounds from their cannon, 

7,502 fhells from their mortars, and threw  1990 hand-grenades ; 

the m ulketry expended 200,000 cartridges. In thefe fervices w ere 

ufed 1768 barrels o f gun-powder. T h irty  pieces o f cannon and 

5 mortars had been difmounted on the works. T h ere remained in 

th e  fort, artillery fufficient for another fiege, w ith  30,767 cannon

balls, but only 481 fhells, and 668 barrels o f gun-powder. A s 

m any o f  the enemy’s cannon-balls were gathered in their w orks, 

■ or about the defences o f  the fort, or found in w ells and tanks in 

the black town, as the garrifon had expended. T h e  enemy con- 

fumed all the fhells o f the two firfl rates in the ftores o f  Pondi

cherry, and threw o f all forts 8000, o f  w hich  by far the greateft 

number were direfted againft the buildings, all o f  w h ich  lay to

gether in h a lf the area within the w alls, in the old town to the 

eafhvard : and fcarce a houfe remained that w as not opened to the 

heavens.
O f  the European officers, one major, Polier, two captains, fix 

lieutenants, and four enfigns, were k il le d : one captain and one lieu

tenant died of ficknefs : 14 other officers were wounded, o f  w hom  
j - fome



fome dangeroufly; and four were taken prifoners: in all 33. O f  1759-
rank and file in the battalions o f Europeans, and of the men be- 
longing to the artillery, 198 were killed, 52 died in the hofpital, 20 
deferred, 122 were taken prifoners, and 167 were wounded; in all 
579 ; but many of the wounded recovered. O f  the lafcars, who 
were natives abiding in the artillery, nine were killed, and 15 
wounded. O f the Sepoys, including officers, 105 were killed, 217 
wounded, and 440 deferred. The lofs in Europeans was more than 
reindated by the troops brought in the ffiips.

The governor Mr. Pigot, as foon as the enemy difappeared, re- 
linquiffied the fpecial authority which had been veded in himfelf, 
to the ufual adminidration o f the council, o f which he was prefident; 
and received their thanks for the good effects of his refolution and 
a&ivity during the fiege: he had vifited the works every day, en
couraging the garrifon by his prefence, and rewarding thofe ex- 
pofed to feverer fervices, with money. Providons o f all kinds in 
abundance, and o f the bed condition, had been laid up, and as well 
as all the military dores, were didributed from the different ma
gazines, under the diredion o f the members o f the council, abided 
by the inferior fervants of the company, whofe habits o f bufmefs 
eftabliffied and continually preferved thefe details free of all. let and 

condition.
T he Prefidency, as foon as re-edablifhed in its ufual forms, ac

knowledged their fenfe of the zeal and condancy with which the 
garrifon had fudained every danger and fatigue ; and no men ever 
better deferved this tedimony, for fcarce a murmur had been ut
tered: all was emulation : A ll however acknowledged that, the 
enemy, in proportion to their numbers compared with the drength 
o f  the garrifon and works, had puffied the attack with, unremitting 
perfeverance and endeavour, and the enemy equally refpedted the 
fcience and deadinefs of the defence. Indeed mod of the principal 
officers o f  the Company’s troops had been inured to fervice under their 
general Colonel Lawrence, whom they dill regarded as their pre
ceptor in the bege : they were, Major Polier ; the Captains Pafcall,

N  n n z. Charles.:



1 759. Charles Campbell, Beaver, Richard Smith, Gurtler, de Beck,

F^nrr""* Freilhman, Vaflerot, Black, Hume, Donald Campbell, Greig.
0 3' Every repair and additional work was executed with regularity 

and difpatch under the direction o f Mr. Call the chief engineer, 
although this was the fir ft fiege, whether oftenfive or defenfive, in 
which he had ferved. Captain Hiflop, who arrived with a company 
o f the King’s artillery-men, at the fame time as Adlercron’s regi
ment, was the fenior officer in this branch ; he had ferved in Bergen- 
op-zoom. The Company’s artillery, which furniffied all the cannon 
and ammunition, was commanded by Captain Robert Barker : even 
the enemy acknowledged that the promptitude and execution o f  the 
fire, from the fort was fuperior to their own : whatfoever guns or 
mortars were difabled on the defences, were immediately replaced 
by others prepared in (tore : Colonel Draper and Major Brereton 
were o f the King’s troops : fo that no town was ever attacked, which 
had in proportion-to the garrifon fuch a number o f excellent and ex
perienced officers. The exertions o f  Major CaJliaud and Captain 
Prefton were equal in the field. Thus every officer o f diftinftion on 
the eftablilhment o f Coromandel was employed in the defence o f  
Madrafs, excepting Captain Jofeph Smith, to whom was committed 
the prefervation of the next important objeft, Tritchinopoly, in 
which the French prifoners out-numbered five to one the invalid 
Europeans of his garrifon.

In the evening, after the enemy .retreated, came in Vafferot and 
the ten troopers with intelligence from Calliaud. This officer 
marched from Chinglapett on the 13th, but milled by the guides 
did not arrive at Sadrafs, as he intended the next night, but the 
morning after ; when the Dutch refidents, although remaining in the 
town only on ftuffierance from the French, who were in poffefiion of 
their fort, protefted againft his entrance with hoftile appearance 
on the territory belonging to the Dutch company. A t the fame 
time a party of French troops, which were halting there in their 
way from Pondicherry to join Mr. Lally, went into the fort, and 
this reinforcement rendered the attempt impra&icable excepting by 
a regular attack, to which the artillery with Calliaud was not 

5 adequate.



adequate. He nevertheless remained to inveft the fort, and foon 1759. 
after intercepted a letter from Mr. Lally to Mr. Deleyrit, dated the 
14th, written in the bittereft terms of reproach and refentment, 
imputing the failure o f his attempt againft Madrafs, which he then 
faw inevitable, to the iniquities and treachery o f the government of 
Pondicherry, denouncing, that if  this place fliould efcape the ven
geance it merited of fire from heaven, nothing could preferve it long 
from deftruction by the fire o f the Englifh.

The lofs of men fuftained by the French army is no where ac
quired ; they were 2700 firelocks when they advanced from Conje- 
veram ; and Mr. Lally, in the intercepted letter, fays, that he had 
hill 2000 Europeans ; the Sepoys with him were not more than 
1000, for feveral detachments were abroad. T he lofs of the cannon 
and ammunition which had been left or thrown away, -he imputed 
to the want of ferviceable bullocks, and this deficiency to the ra
pacity of the contractors leagued with the council o f Pondicherry.
His army marched away in rags, and without provifions, but, having 
gun-powder and horfe, exaCted them, and continued their rout to 
Arcot. Advices of their retreat had been fent off to Calliaud as, 
foon as they difappeared, who immediately on the information 
detached Mahomed Iftoof with 1200 Sepoys from Sadrafs, to re
inforce Chinglapett, left the French army fhould inveft this place; 
the Sepoys by a forced march arrived before the enemy could have 
intercepted them, if  fuch had been their intention : the next day 
Major Calliaud, with the remaining fix companies o f Sepoys, and all 
the cavalry, Abdulwahab at the head of his own, came into Madrafs.
Thus ended this fiege, without doubt the moft ftrenuous and regular 
that had ever been carried on in India; and we have detailed it, in 
hopes that it may remain an example and incitement.

E n d  o f  th e  T e n t h  B o o k ,
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B O O K  XL

N O T  only the Carnatic and its dependencies, but all the adja- _ 1759.
cent powers, had fixed their attention, with various hope and 

anxiety, on the fiege of Madrafs, as an event, which fooner or later 
muft greatly affect their refpedtive views and interefts. It was be
lieved, and juftly, that much and extenfive reputation would be ac
quired by the defence ; but as this advantage would foon be loft i f  
the adjacent territory were not recovered and protected, it was re- 
folved to take the field without delay. W ith the reinforcement 
brought in the {hips, there were in the town when the fiege was 
raifed, of all ranks, 1900 eftimated Europeans, including 90 Topaffes 
and 60 Coffrees, inferted in the different companies : o f this number 
1500 rank and file were fit for immediate duty ; and this force was 
fufficient to face the French army. Neverthelefs, the vigour of the 
determination exceeded the means : many carriages for tne aitilleiy 
and ftores were to be prepared, and the artificers being moftly natives 
were few, and had much other work to do 1 draught and carriage 
bullocks were to be provided, and the ravages of the enemy had left 
none in the country ; provifions were equally fcarce : perfeverance, 
liowrever, continued. Chinglapett being fecured, the reft of the 
troops with Mahomed Iffoof, the horfe with Abdulwahab, and thofe 
fent with Major Calliaud by Tondiman and Tanjore, encamped on 
the choultry plain, where they were joined day by day by the 
Europeans o f the garrilon ; but the whole were not ready to move
before the 6th o f  March, and in this interval arrived two more com

panies





1759. panics of Draper’s regiment, which the fhips they came in from 
England had carried to Bengal in the latter feafon of the laid year, 

and they were now returned to the coaft. The whole force which 
now took the field were 1156 Europeans, rank and file, including' 
the artillery men, with 10 field-pieces, o f which two were 12 
pounders, 1570 Sepoys, 1120 Colleries, and 1956 horfe. On 
news of their approach, Mr. Lally moved back from Arcot w ith the 
main, body of his troops, and took poft at Conjeveram, where the- 
advantages of the fituation left them nothing to fear from an inferior 
force ; and, his health being much impaired, he went away to Pon ■ 
dicherry on the 6th, leaving the command to Mr. Soupire, with 
orders not to rifque a general battle ; but to wait the attack. T h e 
defects of equipments {till retarded the progrefs of the Englifh army, 
and it was the 18th before they arrived at Paupa Braminy’s Choultry, 
within feven miles o f Conjeveram. On the laid march, Mahomed 
Ifibof, with fome horfe, advancing before the line, met fome o f the 
enemy’s European cavalry, who, though much inferior in number, 
Idood a Ikirmifh with the foremoft of his ; and were driven back, 
with the lofs of an officer and two horfes killed. On the 3d, Cap
tain Preldon at Chinglapett, hearing there was but a flight force in 
the fort of Carangoly, had detached Lieutenant Airy, w ith feven 
companies of Sepoys, to furprize it; but they took a panic under 
the walls, not to be recovered by the bravery of their officer, 
which encouraged the garrifon to fally, who killed 25 of them in 
their flight.

Whillfl the army was before Conjeveram, letters were received from 
Colonel Forde, who was fet down before Mafulipatam, defpairing of 
fuccefs, unlefs he were reinforced with men and fupplied with money. 
By this time, it was found that all the refources o f the prefidency were 
inadequate to the expence of keeping the army in the field, and no pro
bability appeared of gaining a decifive advantage over the enemy. The 
Prefidency therefore inclined to bring the troops into cantonments, and 
to fend 200 men to Colonel Forde. Colonel Lawrence, although 
convinced of the imprudence o f attacking the enemy in the polls 
they occupied at Conjeveram, was equally perfuaded of the evil con-

fequences



fequences of retreating before them, and came to Madrafs on the 1759. 
26th, to diffuade the Council, either from dimini filing their force, 
or from withdrawing it into garrifon ; and his arguments prevailed.
He then declared the inability, to which the impaired hate of his 
health had reduced him, of continuing in the command of the army ; 
and received the higheft regrets and encomiums of his eminent fer- 
vices, crowned by exertions much beyond his age, in the defence o f 
Madrafs. The command then devolved to I vie u tei ran t-Colon el Draper, 
who was likewife too ill to accept it, and foon after embarked for 
England ; on which it fell to Major Brereton, the next officer in the 
king’s regiment, and Major Calliaud fucceeded Colonel Lawrence in 
the diltinCt command of the Company’s troops,

Nazeabullah, the Nabob’ s brother, had accompanied the French 
army to Madrafs, and remained fomc days with them in the black 
town ; when his own affairs, his doubts o f the fuccefs of the liege, 
and the reprefentations and example of his brother, Abdulwahab, 
who was joining the Englilh troops in the field, induced him 
to return to Nelore, which Mr. Lally having derived no advantage 
from his prefence or endeavours permitted without reluctance.
Still, however, holding fair to the French, he retained a few of 
their Europeans, and 200 of their Sepoys ; but as foon as he heard 
that the liege was raifed, he refolved to declare intirely for the 
Englilh, and blackened his zeal, by putting to death all the French 
Europeans, excepting their officer, Saint Denys. It is not known 
whether they attempted refinance ; but the Sepoys laid down their 
arms, and were quietly turned out of the fort. W ith the advices 
o f this deed, he profered to pay 30,000 pagodas a year, i f  the Pre- 
fidency would confirm him in the government of Nelore, and its 
diftricts ; and, as no revenue, excepting from his good-will, was to 
be expedled from that part of the country, until the Englilh army had 
gained the fuperiority, his terms were accepted, and he fent the 
French officer to Madrafs. Abdulwahab continued with the army, 
and his Cervices were rewarded by a confirmation of the diftricts o f 
Chandergheriy and Chitore. The three greater Polvgars to the 
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1759. northward, Bangar-yatchum, Bomrauze, and Damerlah Venkytap- 
pah, wrote letters of congratulation, although they had given no 
affiftance during the liege : they were ordered to guard their own 
hills, and aftift Chandergherry and Chittore, i f  attacked. The mi
nor Polygars nearer Madrafs were frightened, in expectation of pu- 
nilhment for the robberies they had committed in the Englilh 
diftri&s during the diftrefles of the fiege; but their delinquency 
was overlooked, and they were told to aftift the forts o f Pon- 
damelee and Tripaffore, into which garrifons of Sepoys had been 
fent, as foon as they were abandoned by the enemy in their retreat 
to Arcot.

Even the cautious Mortizally of Velore congratulated the Prefi- 
dency on the repulfe of the liege. T he body of Morattoes, with Go- 
paul Row, who had in the preceding year warred and gained the: 
half o f Cudapah, and to whom proffers had been made for their af
fiftance, remained at the pafles of Damalcherry, waiting the event r 
and as foon as the French retreated, Gopaul Row claimed 12 lacks 
o f rupees, alledging that he had negle&ed other concerns o f greater 
confequence, in expectation of the ultimate fummons o f the preft- 
dency, and that the dread of his troops had obliged the French to 
raife the fiege. It was known that he had equally been offering his 
affiftance to the French, and the prefidency recommended to him, to 
cut their army to pieces before they reached Pondicherry, and then he 
ftiould have the money. Fie replied, in feveral letters, fraught with 
infinuations o f the mifchief he intended to bring on the Englilh, as 
well at Bombay, as in the Carnatic ; and fent 500 of his Morat
toes to join the French army; but Mr. Deleyrit, the governor of 
Pondicherry, advifed Mr. L ally  not to entertain them, becaufe they ' 
would not fail to plunder with greater detriment in the French d if-  

triels, as more extenftve, than in thofe which the Englilh had reco
vered. They were difmifled. with compliments and a final 1 prelent,, 
on which Gopaul Row to compenfate and revenge the difappoint- 
ment, fent a detachment round the hills, which took pofteffion o f 
the town and pagoda o f Tripetty, intending to codec! the revenues 
of the approaching feaft in April, which the French government 
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expected to receive. This detachment in their way iummoned the } 759\
three northern Polygars as friends to the Englifh, to pay their fliaies March*
of the chout, or tribute, which Gopaul Row had demanded, and 
had not time to exaft in the preceding year.

T h e king of Tanjore fired guns, and congratulated on the fortune 
and proweft of Madrafs; and, the Prefidency encouraged by his pro- 
fefiions, propofed to him to affift them in a plan to furprife the fort o f 
Kariccl, when the fquadron fhould arrive on thecoaft: to which he 
anfwered, that the laft hoftilities o f the French had ruined his coun
try, and that the crop at prefent on the ground would likewife be de
ft royed, i f  difturbances were renewed : but that, as the Englifh had 
beat off the French army from Madrafs, they fhould immediately 
drive them out of Pondicherry, when Karical would fall of courfe.
He was then requefted to let beeves be purchafed in his country as pro- 
vifions for the fquadron ; which the ftriftnefs o f his religion regarded 
as an abomination, nor would he fuffer the interpreter to go on in 
reading the letter, written to him on tms fubject.

The Nabob, ever fince his arrival at Tritchinopoly, had continued 
fick. His diforder was a jaundice, produced by excefs oi vexation at 
the late humiliations of his fortune : therepulfeof the French attack 
on Madrafs conduced not a little to the recovery of his health; but 
his mind retained much follicitude for every future contingency.
However, the vigilance of Captain Jofeph Smith had preferred 
the diftri&s dependant on the city in peace and cultivation, and 
their revenues were more than fufficient to defray thê  neceftary 
expences o f the garrifon, as well as of the Nabob’s family. The 
great number o f  French prifoners in the city, who were 500, 
whilft the European force in the garrifon did not exceed 70 men, 
had been an objeft o f  conftant anxiety, and plots were conti
nually difeovered of their intentions to break out of their dun
g-eons ; which obliged Captain Smith to confine them with the ut- 
moft feverity. The Rheddi of Terriore, whom he had driven out 
of that town and diftrict in the month of July of the preceding yeai, 
went away with thofe who efcaped with him, to the borders of the 
Myfore country, where he was, at different times, joined by fuch as
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1759. were difaffe&ed to the otherRheddi, who had been reftored in his
head. T hey fometimes made plundering excurfions into the coun
try between Terriore and Utatore; but attempted nothing of con he- 
quence. However, their numbers encreafed ; and they kept up a 
correfpondence with feveral o f the principal men who continued 
to refide with the Rheddi in Terriore. When Mahomed Ifloof 
marched away in November to the relief o f Madrafs, the garrifon of 
Tritchinopoly could not fpare the number of Sepoys neceftary to 
compleat his command, and three of the five companies which had 
been left in Terriore, were recalled to make up the deficiency. As 
foon as they were gone, the expelled Rheddi, with his troops, who 
were waiting to retake the place, arrived before they were difcovered 
at the barrier of the wood, where fome of the remaining Sepoys were 
Rationed; but the reft of the guard had been feduced, and in- 
ftead o f affifting the Sepoys, turned their arms upon them, and 
delivered up the barrier to the enemy, who marched on, and 
advanced to the town without interruption, fending fo much 
terror before them, that the Rheddi within, with his troops, and 
the inhabitants, that adhered to him, ran away into the wood 
and hills, leaving the Englifh ferjeant with the Sepoys, to defend 
themfelves as they could. The ferjeant took pofleffion of the palace, 
which was an extenfive building ; but the enemy furrounded it in 
the houfes on all fides, that not a man could apppear who was not 
expofed to their fire, which obliged the ferjeant to capitulate, and he 
eafily obtained permiffion to march away to Tritchinopoly, with their 
arms, and whatever elfe they chofe to carry. Captain Jofeph Smith 
had received fome intelligence of the intention to attack the place,, 
and had detached fome troops to reinforce it, but it was loft before 
they arrived at the wood. This event happened in the end of No
vember. In the next month, Huftein Cawn, who had been driven 
in the month of July from Seringham by a detatehment from T r it- . 
chinopoly, returned from Pondicherry with, fome Sepoys and two 
field-pieces, and took poft at Utatore, intending again to advance to 
the ifland, and retake the pagoda; but Captain Smith fent a party 
from the garrifon, under the command of Captain Blake, who did

not
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I  a  m ?: a-'-'. 1 a ::'y -Y ®®a:; â y ..a >; A- . . : .  ..a . A -, ;, .^ ;aa " ,. t . .  '■ . ’■:: ;?;1 ^ ■
(• S  J T rv - '■% ' ■• ' -  .  • - 'A  v A '1 Aa 'a .a. '̂ • A * :  >" <»' ■'" '>-■ : ,C' ^ ‘' '  ■ ' ' ", A  A . ■'■ '.. ., 0 • ^  / '■  ' - -  ■• ' l / n ^  '■ ‘ °  ’'•'* '  ' '  ... ' ’’ .. ^  * *  '?'■ -7S< *  . “ A ■‘* , Z5, „ ' '*’*■’  '** '** . I

1 1  j | a |  ** a  ^ ^  ^ ■ ; 7 t  • ■ «.-.̂ . , -   ̂ .v; .   ̂ ., - 1
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not fuffer them to reft until they took refuge in the Myfore coun- 1759. 
try, where they remained, propofing fchemes, and foliciting aftift- 
anee ; but meeting little encouragement from this government, Huf- 
fein Cawn offered to join the Rheddi, who had retaken Terriore, 
in making incurfions into the Nabob’s country : but the Rheddi, 
making a merit of refraining from the mifchief in his power, proffered 
money and regular terms of fubmiffion to the Nabob, who, for the 
fake o f the money, and to fave the expence of defending the diftant 
villages, accepted his obedience, and confirmed him in the govern
ment ; in which this was his fourth inftallation, and the other 
Rheddi had loft and refumed it as often.

T he countries of Madura and Tinivelly had relapfed into their 
former ftate of anarchy and confufion, after Mahomed Ifi'oof, with fo 
large a part of his force, was recalled out o f them in the month of 
July. A ll that the feven companies o f Sepoys left in the city of 
Madura could do, was to collect from the country provifions fuffi- 
cieat for their fubfiftance. The incurfions of the Nattam colleries 
from the north, and of thofe under the Polygars along the hills to 
the weft, ruined or appropriated whatfoever cultivation or revenue 
arofe in the diftricts at a diftance from the city. To the fouthward, 
in the Tinivelly country matters were much worfe. Maphuze Cawn 
forgot all his former profeftions o f reconciliation, united more firmly 
than ever, and took up his refidence with the Pulitaver, who led 
the weftern Polygars; and Catabominalg, with Etiaporum, who 
were the heads of the weftern, concluding from the fuperiprity of 
the French in the Carnatic, that the affairs of the Nabob- and the 
Englifh would never recover, feized whatfoever country lay convex 
nlent for them *. nor did the five companies o f Sepoys left in the fort 
o f Palamcotah, and bereft of all alliance, venture any oppofition to 
their encroachments, or even to maintain the town of Tinivelly ; of 
which Maphuze Khan and the Pulitaver once again took poffefiion.
T h e Sepoys contented themfelves with preferving Palamcotah, where 
they were often obliged to defend the wails againft the fkirmifhes of 
the Pulitaver’s colleries, which confumed their ammunition ; and, 
as none o f  their letters reached the Carnatic, or even Trltehinopo 1 y. 
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1750. they wrote by the hand of a Topafs, a letter to Anjengo, which is
" the fouthern of the Englifh factories on the coaft of Malabar, re-
March‘ quelling fupplies; but the Topafs writing what he thought Englifh, 

the letter was fo unintelligible, that the fadory neither underftobd 
from whence or whom it came, nor what they wanted. A t length, 
letters from Mahomed Ifioof procured them credit, which enabled 
them to purchafe provifion, and even to get lead and gunpowder 
from the fea-coaft in the bay of Tutacorin. It was very fortunate, 
that the fidelity of the Sepoys 111 IVIadura and r alamcotah continued 
unfhaken ; for had either of thefe fort relies been betrayed, no means 
remained of retaking them ; and the ceffion o f Madura might have 
purchafed Hy derally, the M y fore general, to join the French, who 
at this very time had an officer of diftindion treating with him at 

Seringapatam.
The repulfe of the French from Madrafs had increafed the danger 

of lofing thefe countries, lince the French, being no longer under the 
necefiity of keeping their whole force colleaed in one point, might, 
Hill leaving fufficient to oppofe the Englifh army in the field, detach 
the reft to other objeds. The partizan Lambert was moving with 
his flying’ troops from Pondicherry to the weftward ; and danger 
to the city of Madura might accrue even from HulYein Cawn, if 
he fhould get a body of Myforeans to accompany him from Dindigul. 
On thefe confiderations, the Prefidency refolved to fend Mahomed 
lifoof back into thefe countries, and to accept his offer of renting 
Madura and Tinivelly, together, at the rate o f  five lacks o f rupees 
for the enfuing year, clear o f all charges, excepting what might 
arife from the neceffity of defending them either againft the French, 

*the Myforeans, or Morattoes. T he Nabob had, ever fince the firft 
appointment of Mahomed Ift'oof to condud the war in thefe coun
tries, regarded him with fufpicion and averfion, and infilled that they 
fhould he left to his own difpoial and controul ; although he had 
not in his whole dependence, a relation or officer o f military refolution 
, and experience fufiicient to maintain them in this time of difficulty.

T he French and Englifh armies continued almoft in fight of each
>other for two and twenty days ; the one wifhing to be attacked, in

their



their pofts at Conjeveram, the other, a general a&ion in. the open *759\ 
plain ; and neither was feduced to give the advantage which the . ApnL 
other defired. Moft of the diftrifts to the fouth of the Pahar were 
•Qnder eith-r the protedion or jurifdiaion of the French govern- 
ment • and as other defiances had failed, Major Brereton refolved to 
ma-ch into them, as the likelieft means of bringing the enemy to 
a battle or at leaft of obliging them to quit Conjeveram, when 
feme opportunity might arife of retaking this place without 
which, even the diftrias already recovered as far as the Enghfh 
army had advanced could not be proteded, unlefs by their con
tinuance in the field, and in this part of the country. Accordingly, 
the army moved on the ift of April from their encampment at Papa 
Braminy’ s Choultry ; on the 6th, they arrived, and took poffeffion 
of the pettah. of Vandivafh, in which they began to open ground 

• A t-l „ fnrb and fent to Madrafs for two pieces of battering
cannon ; and a detachment fent by captain Prefton from Chinglapett 
beat awav the guard at Outramalore, of which place he look po - 

feffion, to fecure the line of communication with Vatidiwafh.
Mr. Soupires neither, gave any interruption to the Enghih army

as they were marching army, nor followed them. Mr Lally had
ordered him to rifque nothing, and the French army had for feme
days b e e n  reduced to great diftrefs for want both of money and pro-
tffions The fiege of Madrafs had exhaufted the treafury of Pon-
dicherfy and i t s  revenues were anticipated by mortgages for loans,
and what monies could be c o l le d  from the country between Con-

' -everam and Arcot, or borrowed in the camp fcatcely furn.ihed the
iTpeTesof the day, and the inhabitants of the neighbouring villages
“ P,“  j  ,W , the Engliih paid punctually, and at better prices, evaded findmg that me Engl P V ^  ^  c3mp. The

r1n® “rs o f  Sthe neighbouring diftrias, magnified the detriment which
f  lands had buffered from the Morattoes of Gopaul Row, in order 

then lands h[ |  b the plea of difcuffing their accounts.

!° this fituation Ml'. Soupires confidered the removal of the Englilh 
In tins fit" a ‘ ’  f i L  it permitted him to retreat to Arcot,
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iy  co. veram 300 Sepoys and roo horle, under the command of Murzafa-
'■— v—-* l)ep- who had deferted from the Englilh a little before the fieee o f

A • t i,  fc> ’ °
Maclrafs. The renters at Arcot furnilhed Mr. Soupires money and
provilions for eight days, and he extended his troops in different
parties between A root and Trivatore, which is lituafed 20 miles s.w.

in the high road from thence to Vandiwalh.
Mr. T ally , as loon as he heard that the Engiifh army w'as before 

Vandiwalh, immediately came out of Pondicherry with 300 Eu
ropeans, ordering Mr. Soupires to meet him with the main body at 
Chittapet; where they arrived on the 14th. Trivatore is farther 
from Chittapet, than it is from Vandiwafh. The nearer road from 
Vandiwalh to Conjeveram is not good ; but from Vandiwalh to 
Trivatore, and hence to Conjeveram excellent, and of quicker 
difpatch, although by the large angle it makes feveral miles more. 
Major Brereton was informed in the evening of the 13th of the march 
of the French army with Soupires, and that the whole had paffed 
Trivatore; on which he decamped in the night from Vandiwalh, 
and, by a forced march, arrived the next day at Trivatore, which 
he found abandoned, and blew up one o f the badions; and con
tinuing the fame ftrefs of march, they arrived, on the evening- o f 
the 1 5th, near Conjeveram. Several letters had paffed with Murza- 
fabeg, who pretended to be willing to betray his truft, but alked fuch 
terms as proved, that he only wanted to gain time until the French 
army could come to his relief; on which Colonel Monfon, with the 
advanced divifion, inverted the pagoda in the evening, which it was* 
determined to rtorm the next morning. Murzafabeg no longer diflfem- 
bled, but kept up a brilk fire o f mufketry through the night ; by 
•which feveral, and Colonel Monfon himfelf, was wounded.

T he gateway of the pagoda at Conjeveram is fpacious and lofty, and 
the tower over it one o f the larged: and higheft in the Carnatic. It 
hands in the middle of the weftern wall, and fronts the principal rtreet 
of the town, which is very broad; but there is an area between, of 
the fame breadth as the wall of the pagoda, and 300 yards acrofs. 
There were no gates dxed in the gateway; and to cover the entrance, 
the French had thrown up a ravelin before it in barbette, on which,

as



as well as on the fmall towers at each angle of the pagoda, were 1759. 
mounted guns, but old, and of little fervice; and fcaffoldjngs of 
bamboos for fmall parties o f mufketry were raifed along different 4 
parts o f the wall within. There was, in the area without, a. large 
choultry, with the back to the pagoda, about 200 yards from the 
gateway, but a little to the right. Near this choultry, as good 
cover, the troops threw up a ramp in the night, and early in the 
morning began to fire over it againft the ravelin from their two 
twelve-pounders, which the enemy returned- with all their means, 
but with little execution ; only wounding Major Brereton (lightly, 
and two or three o f the gunners. By eight o’clock the earth o f 
the ravelin appeared fufficiently beaten down, and the troops marched 
to the attack, led by Major Calliaud at the head" of the grenadiers.
Few  o f the defenders waited the afiault hand to hand, but, after 
giving their fire, ran into the pagoda. The officers, Simulated by 
an intemperate rivality of danger, got firfl over the ravelin, and 
Began, as the men came, to form them for the attack of the gate
way, in the middle o f which the enemy had laid a large old iron gun 
on logs o f wood; and within were two lines o f Sepoys difpofed in 
an angle for the advantage o f a crofs-fire on the entrance. In a 
minute, 40 or 50 men, o f whom much too many were officers, were 
crowded together within the ravelin, when the enemy fired their 
gun, which they had treble loaded with powder, and to the muzzle 
with mulket-balls and bits o f ragged iron. T he excefs o f the ex- 
plofion, and the thick black fmoke which arofe from it, gave the 
idea o f a mine, nor was the effect much lefs. It killed eight men 
on the fpot, and wounded ten. O f  the killed were Captains Stewart 
and BannaSyne, Lieutenant Elliot and Enfign H unter; of the 
wounded, Major Calliaud, Captain Vaughan dangeroufly, a Lieu
tenant and two Enfign s: Even moft of thofe who were fafe were
fa furprized by this havock, that they flood awhile before they 
formed again to the attack ; during which, they luckily fuffered 
very little from the mulketry within. By this time, a party o f 
Sepoys, led by Mahomed Iffoof and Lieutenant Airy, had clambered 
over the oppofite wall of the pagoda, and appeared in the rear of
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1759. thofe who were defending the gateway; and, on their fhout, the 
troops at the gate rufhed in, and in a minute the whole garrifon 
was between two fires, at mercy, every man for himfelf begging 
quarter ; which was given with more humanity than ufual on fuch 
exafperation. After all was quiet, Murzafabeg furrendered himfelf, 
out o f one of the chapels into which he had retired, to fome of the 
Sepoys ; but, as they were conducting him to Major Brereton, Ma
homed IfFoof met them, knew the prifoner, and faying, “  Thefe are 
“  the terms to be kept with a traitor,”  with one Broke o f  his 
fcymetar, almofi fevered his head from his body. The news o f this 
fuccefs was received at Madrafs the next day, on which likewife 
arrived advices of no little importance from Colonel Forde.

ilemb'r T h e Rajah Anunderawze had fo little fenfe of the advantages 
‘  e ' which might have enfued by prefling on the French immediately 

after their defeat at Peddipore, that he did not come up with his 
troops to Rajahmundrum, where Colonel Forde with the Englifir 
forces were waiting for him, until the 16th o f December, which was 
ten days after the battle, although the difiance is only 40 miles. 
Anunderawze had promifed to make the firfi payment o f his treaty, 
as foon as he fhould be put in pofleflion of the fort of Rajahmundrum; 
and, in confidence of his word, Colonel Forde had lent him 20,000 
rupees, before he marched with the Englifh from Caffimcotah. This 
fum, with a fupply to the faftory at Vizagapatam, and the expences 
o f the field, had abforbed all the money which came from B engal; 
and Colonel Forde had nothing but the Rajah’s promifes to anfwer 
the pay of the troops for the month of December. However, Bill 
relying on them, he croffed the Godaveri on the 23d, Bill hoping to 

appear before Mafulipatam before the French had recovered the Bun 
o f their late defeat : but the Rajah neither followed with his army, 
nor fent any money ; and, as it would have been vain to have at
tempted even the march without both, Colonel Forde, with much 
vexation and refentment, recrofled the river w ith all the troops on 
the 26th. The Rajah imagined they were-returning to punifh him, 
and, in this fright, fled immediately to the hills which fkirt the

province



province about twenty miles to the North of the city; and Colonel 1759. 
Forde, for the convenience of a nearer communication with Vizaga- '— rr^
patam, marched two days back, and encamped at Peddapore, which, 
with a name very nearly the fame, is a fort ten miles to the weft 
o f that which has defignated his victory. Mr. Andrews immediately 
fent him 20,000 rupees from Vizagapatam, and on the jyth of Ja- 
nuary came himfelf to the camp ; from whence he went into the 
hills, and reached the Rajah on the 15th, whole fears of the Colonel, 
and averlion to furnilh any money, continued as ftrong as ever, in- 
lomuch that he feemed no longer folicitous about the fuccefs o f the 
expedition. His conduct was the more perplexing, becaufe the news' 
that the French were befieging Madrafs had flopped the Engiifh 
credit in thefe provinces, which the Rajah’s name alone could im
mediately redo re; and if  his troops did not march, others mull be 
hired, for which no money could be found. The dilemma induced 
Mr. Andrews to alter the treaty he had made fame time before, and to 
agree, “  that whatfoever fums the Rajah might furnilh fhould be con- 
“  fi dered as a loan ; and that the revenues of all the countries which 
“  might he reduced on the other fide of the Godavery, excepting fuch 
“  as belonged to the French either by eftablilhment, or grant in 
“  propriety, fhould be equally divided between him and the Engiifh.”
W ith  thefe conditions Mr. Andrews brought him back to the camp 
on the iSth : and it was agreed to march on to Mafulipatam; but 
it took feven days more in bargains for exchange with the fhroffs 
before he furnifhed only 6000 rupees in ready money, and bills at 
ten days for 60,000 more. At length the armies moved from Ped
dapore on the 28th, after fifty days had been loft, o f which the firft 
twenty diligently employed would probably have accomplilhed all the 
purpofes of the expedition, which now appeared o f much more diffi
cult execution, as the enemy had gained full time to recoiled them- 
felves : nor had the delay the fmalleft plea o f neceffity; for the Rajah 
m ight with as little inconvenience have done at firft what he un
w illingly complied with at laft ; although the expedition had been 
undertaken from a reliance on his promifes, warranted by the earneft- 
nefs o f  his follicitations.
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i  59. The Hardwicke and the two (loops, which had been difpatched 
l— /— 1' from Vizagapatam on the 12th of December, anchored the next 
‘January, day in the road of Yanam, which lies on the eaftern month of the- 

Godaveri, where the agents o f the French factory, on news of the 
defeat at Peddipore, had embarked their effects and themfelves in a 
fnow, which had not got out of the river when the Hardwicke ar
rived; and they furrendered to her longboat without refiftance. Some 
days after, the veflels failed down to Mafulipatam, and cruized be
tween this place and Narfipore on the weftern arm o f the Godaveri,. 

February. the 9th of February, when they fixed their ftation in M afu
lipatam road, waiting for the arrival o f the army ; but weighing oc- 
cafionally to bring veflels to, that were paffing in the offing, o f 
which they intercepted feveral laden with rice for Pondicherry, and" 
the French army before Madrafs.

T he Englifh army arrived on the 6th o f February at Elore ; but,, 
to prevent another quarrel, Colonel Forde had been obliged to let 
the Rajah march as he lifted, employing his troops to the right and 
left, in levying contributions,, on promife,. however, o f  rejoining him  
fcon at Elore. This place, otherwife called Yalore, is fituated 70 
miles S', w* o f Rajahmundrum, and nearly 40 n . o f Mafulipatam*. 
It is the capital of a province, or phoufdarry, o f  no great extent, and: 
one of the four obtained from Salabadjing by Mr. Bully.. It has 
been very little known to: the Englifh, and never frequented by them 
lince they withdrew their factory from Mafulipatam in the laft 
century., The town is extenfivc, and in the middle o f it is a very 
large fort,, in which the French ufed to keep a garrifon moftly o f 
black troops ; but the Marquis de Conflans had taken them away 
with him, as he was paffing on to Mafulipatam, where he had de
termined to make his Hand. T h e long delay of the Englifh troops 

in following him foemed to have infpired him with a little refo- 
lution :: for with fome of the troops which had joined him after the 
defeat of Peddipore, and the garrifons o f Elore and Rajahmundrum,. 
he formed a body o f 200 Europeans,, with four field-pieces, and 
2000 Sepoys, which he called his army of obfervation; but they 
did not venture- within lefs than, thirty miles o f Elore, and kept

moving



moving to the W eft of Mafulipatam, collecting or extorting tributes. 1759. 
Colonel Forde, whilft waiting for the Rajah and his troops, detached 
Captain Knox, with the firft battalion o f Sepoys, to reduce the February. 
French factory at Narfipore, where by this time the garrifon, by 
the arrival o f ftragglers from the late defeat, was augmented to 100 
Europeans, and 3 or 400 Sepoys. Narfipore ftands 20 miles to the 
s. e . of Elore. Letters were previoufly fent to the Indian Zemindar 
o f the diftrid, threatening the deftrudion o f his country, i f  he 
gave the French any affiftance, but offering him alliance if  he 
would join the Englifh army with his troops. The Zemindar met 
Captain Knox on the road, and accepted the terms with cheerful- 
nefs ; and the French troops at Narfipore having relied on his affift
ance, marched away as foon as they faw his defedion, leaving in 
the fadory, befides common effeds, fome cannon and marine ftores, 
and in the river feveral boats and veffels ; but they funk what 
ammunition they could not carry off. The Englifh detachment 
leaving a few men with the Zemindar’s officers to take care of what 
was worth preferving, returned to Elore, where on the 18th 
came in the Rajah with all his troops colleded ; and the next day 
the Zemindar of Narfipore with 1500 foot, armed in the fafhion o f 
the country. But, although fo much time had already been loft, 
the Rajah was not yet ready to proceed, and detained the army at 

Elore until the ift of March..
Mr. Conflans, on his defeat at Peddipore, had’ written letters to M arch, 

Salabadjing, earneftly requefting he would march with his army 
from Hyderabad to Mafulipatam, when both their forces united could 
not fail o f deftroying the Englifh troops, and punifhing the powers 
o f the country which had revolted to their common enemy. The 
diftance of Salabadjing with Mr. Buffy from the purfuit of N iza- 
m ally towards Bampore. had encouraged this prince to refume his 
former ambitions; in which he was, at leaft fecretly, abetted 
by the adherents of Shanavaze Khan and Mahomed Huflein, whofe 
deaths, as w ell as his own flight to Brampore, had been the im
mediate confequences of the aflaffination of Hyderjung, the duan 
of Mr. Bufly : but this confederacy refrained from any con-
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1 759* fpicuous exertion, tint’ll they faw Mr. Buftfy and the whole o f the 
 ̂April French force quitting Hyderabad, and the fervice of Salabadjing, 

in obedience to the orders o f Mr. L a l l y ; when judging little 
March likelihood o f their return, they acted with more open declaration ;

and foon after, Nizamally was enabled, with the affiftance of 
his friends, to increafe his force from 150o to 15000 horfe, with 
which he marched from Brampore in November, and was received 
with homage into the city o f Aurengabad; but the fortrefs of 
Dollahad dill held out for Salabadjing. The indolence o f Salabad- 
jing, wedded to habits, faw no means of coercing his brother, but 
by the accuftomed affiftance of a body of French troops, which his 
own aid to Conflans in this time of necefiity was certainly the likelieft 
means of procuring : but few of his officers were defirous o f fee
ing the re-eftablifhment of a power, which had interfered fo much 
with their own authority and advantages in the government: never- 
thelefs, they imagined, that the prefent conteft for the ceded pro
vinces between the French and Englifti might give a chance of 
recovering thefe countries to their former dependence on the fou- 
bahfhip ; and in this view moft of them advifed him to march to
wards Mafulipatam. His brother, Baflaulet Jung, concurred in the 
fame opinion, and marched with his forces from Adoni at the fame 
time, that Salabadjing was advancing from Hyderabad. Both joined 
near the Kriftna, and amounted to 15000 horfe and 20000 foot. 
Neither their approach, nor the probability of their affifting the 
French, deterred Colonel Forde from his purpofe o f proceeding 
againft Mafulipatam. It was obvious, that the junction o f Salabad- 
jing’s army with the French would bring heavy vengeance upon 
the Rajah, if  the Englifh troops Ihould be obliged to retire be
fore them : but even this confederation, becaufe the danger was 
diftant, could not induce him to relinquifh the immediate ad
vantages of his delay, although nothing more than the colledtions 
o f the day levied by his troops fpread abroad in all parts of the 
country.

Five miles to the South of Elore you arrive at the bed of a vaft 
lake, which extends 47 miles in length, from weft to eaft acrofs 
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the fituation o f the city, and 14 in breadth from north to fouth, 1759.
From the beginning of the rains in July, until the end of Sep- '^77-“ ' 
tember, the whole is ipread over with water, excepting 60 or 70 
fmall illots, on which the inhabitants remain ; but during the reft March. 
o f the year the whole is dry and paflable, and in many places 
highly cultivated. The army, and for the firft time any o f the 
Englifh troops marched acrofs the lake, and on the 3d o f March 
encamped near a fmall fort, called Concale, in which the French 
had left a leijeant with 13 Europeans, and two companies of Se
poys. Captain Maclean, with fix companies o f Sepoys, were fent 
to attack and even efcalade the fort : the garrilon had the day be
fore received aflurances from Du Rocher, the Commander of 
the army of obfervation, that he would arrive to their afliftance 
on the 28th ; relying on which, they manned the walls, and 
feemed refolute to defend themfelves. Much firing of mufketry 
palled with much lofs to the aflailants, who neverthelefs twice 
attempted to break through the wicket of the gate, for want o f  
better implements, with iron crows; but were each time beaten off” 
on which Captain Macleane fent to the army for a reinforcement o f 
men and two guns ; they arrived in the evening, and the guns were 
immediately applied, and beat open the gates. The detachment 
rallied in without mercy, and in the firft onfet killed all they met, 
who were only Sepoys ; for the Europeans hid themfelves until the 
firing and llaughter ceafed. A  few hours after, a native brought 
intelligence, that a party o f forty Europeans, with fome Sepoys, 
from the army of obfervation, were arrived within a few miles ; 
on which Captain Macleane marched out to attack them. But 
they, hearing the fort was taken, had retreated. A  fmall gar- 
rifon o f Sepoys, with a few Europeans, was left to fecure the 
fort from furprize, and the army marched on towards Mafuli- 
patam, in fight of which they arrived on the 6th of M arch; and 
the fame day received advices, that the French army under the 
command o f  M r. Rally had been obliged to raife the liege o f 
Madrafs,

The



1759. The fort and town o f Mafulipatam are iituated beyond the reach 
of cannon-fliot afunder. The fort hands a mile and a half from 

M the fea-fhore, on the edge of a found formed partly by an inlet o f
the fea, partly by drains from the circumjacent ground, and hill 
more by a continued dream which the river Kridna fends off about 
15 miles to the s. w . and which falls into the upper part of the 
found, very near the fort. T he found has fometimes three fathom, 
and at others only three feet water ; and oppofite to the fort, is 500 
yards in breadth. T h e fouth fide o f  the fort extends about 600 
along the found, and Boo from thence to the north; and its area* 
as well as form, would differ very little from a parallelogram o f 
thefe dimenfions, i f  the eadern fide did not lie in a re-entering angle, 
which, however, is a very obtufe one. The ground along the fea 
fhore for two miles to the north and fouth of the inlet of the found 
is a colleftion of fand-hills, which extend about half a mile inland 
when they ceafe on the border o f a morafs, which furrounds the fort 
on every fide, and continues to the w ed and fouth for feveral miles; and 
to the n . w . and north, there is no hard ground at lefs than a mile 
o f the Fort, excepting a few fmall lpots o f fand in the morafs, 
which are near it to the N . e . : but to the ead, the fand-hills along 
the fea are within Boo yards of the walls. T h e morafs in all 
directions is interfered with creeks and gullies, which fall into 
the found.

T h e Pettah, or town of Mafulipatam, is fituated a mile and a 
half to the n . w . o f the fort, on a plot o f g'round riling above the 
morafs; acrofs which, the communication between this ground 
and the fort is by a draight caufeway 2000 yards in length. The 
town is very extenfive, and its ground on the farther fide d ill to the 

N. w , is bounded by another morafs, which dretches along it from 
the s. w. to the n . e . but is flopped by the fand-hills o f the fea 
Ihore, along which is the only accefs to the town on firm ground; 
for both morafles are miry even in the dried: feafon, and were fo 
now, although no rain had fallen for 40 days.

Mr. Conflans, with all his troops, excepting the few- guards in 
the fort, were encamped in the Pettah for the convenience of water,
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•of which there is none in the fort but what is preferred in cifterns. 1759- 
His ideas of remaining here extended no farther than this advantage ; 
although, by flinging up an entrenchment acrofs the dry ground March. 
from one morafs to the other, he might have flopped the Englifh 
army, to w'hich the force with him was equal, being 500 Euro
peans and 2coo Sepoys, without the army of obfervation, which he 
had not recalled; and, as loon as the Englifli army appeared, he 
retreated by the caufeway, into the fort. The troops of Anunde- 
rauze and of the Zemindar of Narfipore encamped in the pettah ; 
the Englifli on the fand to the North Eaft.

The French, fince they took pofleffion of the fort in 1751, had 
modernized the defences : the walls were- mud faced with bricks as 
high as the parapet; and the three fides to the weft, north, and eaft, 
contained 11 angular baftions of various fhapes and fizes; before 
which were a pallifaded berm, and a wet ditch ; but no glacis. The 
front to the fouth along the found, from reliance on that defence, 
was left open. The baftion next the n . w . fronted the caufeway 
leading to the pettah : in this baftion was the gateway, and 120 yards c 
o f the caufeway was converted into a caponiere, which terminated 
in a ftrong ravelin that floured along the length o f the caufeway. '

N o regular approaches could be made to the fort, but by an army 
ten times ftronger than Colonel Forde’s ; for hitherto black troops, 
howfoever numerous, were counted for nothing in the fervice of car
rying on trenches. Colonel Forde therefore refolved to attack the 
fort from the fand-hills to the eaft, as the neareft fhot; and by bat
teries detached from each other, without the communication o f 
trenches, as little was to be feared from the fallies o f the befieged.
T he ground had the advantage, although this circumftance would 
not have determined the choice, of being neareft to the difembarka- 
tion o f the ftores and heavy artillery from the Hardwicke, which, 
w ith the two (loops, were in the road.

Three batteries were erefled; one in a fifhing village near the inward 
point o f  the fand to the s. w. where it is bordered by the inlet of 
the fea to the South, and to the W eft by a large creek in the morafs 
coming from the north. Four hundred yards to the north o f this bat- 
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1759. tery, and nearer to the edge of the fame creek, was another : the 
third battery was at an equal diftance 100 yards in the rear o f both.

March. The battery to the north, and that to the fouth, had each two eigh
teen and two twenty-four pounders ; but in the fouth were likewife 
the bombarding artillery, which wrere three mortars, of 13, nine, 
and eight inches. The battery in the center had only two twelve-- 
pounders.-

In the s. e . angle o f the fort, clofe on the found, was a baftion 
called the Francois, of 10 guns. For fome diftance from hence to 
the north, the want of hard ground had obliged the rampart to re
cede in a re-entering angle, in the bottom o f which was a work in 
the form of a demi-lune, having only two faces, without flanks, 
which would have been needlefs, lince the line o f the faces fuffici- 
ently flanked the baftion Francois on the right, and that called the 
Saint John on the left. This work was called the Dutch baftion. 
The Saint John had eight guns, and beyond it in the n . e . angle 
o f the fort was the baftion called the Camelion, mounting 10 guns. 
The fouthern of the Englifh batteries fired on the Franco is and 
Dutch baftions ; the center on Saint John’s ; and the northern on 
the- Camelecn. A s foon as their pofition was decided, the garrifon 
railed a battery on the left fhore of the inlet as you enter, from the 
fea ; which took them all in flank ; but as this battery was Separated 
from the fort by the whole breadth of the found, and might be at
tacked in the night by the boats of the {hips, the garrifon kept a 
conftant guard in it o f Europeans, befides Sepoys. T hey likewife 
Rationed a ftronger guard in the ravelin at the end of the caponiere 
on the other fide of the fort. Befides the immediate fuperiority o f 
artillery {landing on their works, the garrifon had others in ftore, 
mounted ready to replace what might be rendered ufelefs in the courfe 
o f  fervice; whereas the Engliftt army could only reftore the lofs of 
theirs by borrowing the common guns of the Hardwicke, which were 

nine-pounders, or the Rajah’s, which were good for nothing.

T he French army of obfervation, as foon the Englifh pafled on
wards from Concale, crofted the country to Elore, where there was 
no garrifon to oppofe them ; and from hence went on to Rajahmun- 
drum, where the lick of the army, in all 25 Europeans, and 40 Sepoys, 
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had been left under the command of Mr. Briftol, who a few days 1759. 
before had received a large fum in gold and iilCer,' fent from Bengal to 
Vizigapatam, and from hence to him, for the fervice of the army March.
with Colonel Forde. On the approach o f the enemy, Briftol fent 
away the treafure to Cockanarah, a Dutch fettlement on the coaft; 
and as foon as they appeared on the river, ordered ail fuch of his men 
as were capable o f the fatigue to go away, and endeavour to gain Vi- 
zagapatam. The enemy marched two days onwards from Rajamun* 
drum, giving out that they intended to take Vizianagarum, the ca
pital o f Anunderauze, as well as the Englilh fort at Vlzagapatam ; 
but their views were only to extort money from the chiefs and ren
ters, by the feverities they exercifed in the country. However, find
ing they could not collefl; as much as they fpent, they returned, and 
directed their march to meet the army of Salabadjing. The daily 
news of their motions terrified the Rajah with apprehenfions for his 
countries, and no perfuafions could induce him to advance either his 
credit or m oney: none remained in the military cheft : Colonel 
Forde had borrowed all that the officers under his command had re
alized from the fpoils of the campaign, and had even ufed the prize- 
money o f the troops, and the interpofition o f the French army of 
obfervation precluded the hopes of receiving what had been fent to 
Mr. Briftol ; and by this time, every foldier in the army had per
ceived the obftacles which muft be furmounted, to reduce the 
fort; which exafperated the fenfe of their difcreffes. In the fie 
agitations, the whole line of Europeans turned out on the 19th, 
with their arms, and threatened to march away. Colonel Forde, 
with much difficulty, prevailed on them to return to their tents, and 
to depute one or two to explain their complaints. The deputies de
clared, that all were refolved not to ferve the liege, unlefs they were 
immediately paid the amount of the prize-money already due to them, 
and were affured of the whole booty, in cafe Mafulipatam lhould be
taken. According to the Company’s regulations, authorized by the 
Crown, the troops in India are only intitled to one half of what is 
taken in the forts they reduce; the other half is referved toJthe 
Company. Colonel Forde promifed to pay them their prize-money,
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1759. out o f the very firft he fhould receive ; and, as he could not break 
k™ r|—' through the regulation, affured them he would folicit the Company, 

Pn“ by a reprefentation of their hardfhips and fervices, to give up their 
lhare o f what might be taken in Mafulipatam ; o f which, he fhould 
retain the amount, until their determination was known. Thefe 
promifes appeafed them ; and they returned to their duty with their 
ufual ardour. Neverthelefs the batteries were not compleated till the 
25th, 18 days after the arrival of the army, during which the fort had 
kept a conflant fire, which had only killed five men.

Salabadjing, as he approached, fent forward letters and mef- 
fengers, commanding Anunderauze and the Zemindars who had 
joined the Englilh, to quit them, and repair immediately, as vaf- 
fals to his ftandard. On the 27th, advices were received in the 
camp, that his army was arrived at Bezoara on the Kriftna, 40 miles 
from Mafulipatam ; and the fame day came reports, that the French 
army of obfervation had retaken Rajahmundrum.

The Rajah, who had for fome days been faultering, was now fi> 
terrified, that he marched away with all his forces the fame night, 
without giving any warning, intending to regain his own country 
on the other fide of the Godaveri *, and, notwithftanding the dilato- 
rinefs of his former motions, he on this occafion advanced 16 miles, 
before day-break. Colonel Forde fent meffengers after him, re~ 
prefenting the abfurdity of his conduct, in thinking to efcape the. 
numerous cavalry of Salabadjing on the one hand, and the French 
ariny o f obfervation, who were towards Rajahmundrum,- on the 
other; whereas, by remaining with the Englilh troops,, his retreat, 
would be affured, and the reduction of Mafulipatam, even now not, 
impracticable. The plain good fenfe of this advice brought him back, 
with his army to the Pettah. Colonel Forde,. although with little 
hopes, would not negleCt the only means in his power o f amufing 
Salabadjing from advancing to the relief of Mafulipatam, and .requeu
ed his permiffion- to- fend a deputy to treat,. profeffmg n o ,other in
tention than to take poffeffion of the French garrifons and factories. 
m  the. coaft, without affuming the authority they had held in the
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inland countries. Salabadjing confented to receive the deputy, and 1759* 
Mr. Johnnonfe was fent to his camp on the i l l  of April.

The three batteries continued a hot fire from the 25th of March 
to the 4th of April. On the 5th, the weather, which had hitherto 
been gentle, changed to a hard gale of wind, with thunder, lightning, 
and immenfe rain, which brought in the fouthern monfbon, with 
the return o f fair weather on the 6th. In the evening the artillery 
officers reported, that there was no more than two day’s ammu
nition left for the fervice o f the batteries. Intelligence was like wife 
received, that Salabadjing was advancing from Bezoara, and that the 
French army o f obfervation, which he had invited, were very near 
his. It was now no longer poffible for the Englifh army to retreat 
the long way they had come, as the whole garrifon of Mafulipatam 
and the army of obfervation would join the Subah’s in the purfuit. V
However, the camp might embark;: for the ffiore at Mafulipatam 
is ft ill, and the only part on the coaft o f Coromandel, on which 
the fea does not beat with a ftrong furf.. But Colonel Forde 
regarded this mode o f retreat as intolerable difgrace, and refolved? 
to form  the fort; judging, moreover, that the garrifon would 
not fufpect the attempt at the very time when the excefs o f the. 
min had rendered the. approach over, the morals much lefs practi
cable than before. He accordingly ordered the fire of the batteries 
to be kept up with, double vivacity through the next day, and all 
the troops to be under arms at ten at night..

T h e ditch of the fort, at the ebb. of the tide, which would hap
pen at midnight, has only three feet water* and having no glacis,, 
nothing prevented the immediate accefs. Notwithftanding the gar
rifon had conftantly repaired in the night the damages of the day, 
the hot and continued firing of this day had ruined the baftions fuf~ 
dciently to mount; and each of the three had been equally fired upon, 
to confound the enemy’s guefs o f the affault. As no outworks ob- 
flructed a full view of. the body of the place, it was feen from the 
batteries, that the two baftions upon the found on the extremities o f 
the fort to the s. w. and the s. e . were in barbette,, that is, without 
embrafures and merlons, but with a parapet low enough for cannon
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17 59’ to fire over, which is rarely four feet high. From the s, w . baftion,
which was named St. Michael’s, to the next on the w. called the 
Saline, the exterior ground was a miry fwamp of mud, in which 
the ditch that furrounded the reft o f the fort, could not have been 
continued, but at great expence and labour, and was left in this 
ftate, becaufe fuppofed of more difficult paftage than the ditch itfelf. 
Some days before a black fervant o f Captain Yorke’s, who had lately 
lived in Mafulipatam, told him that he had fometimes feen the 
natives employed in the fort wade over the quagmire 'between the 
two baftions: and on this intelligence, Colonel Forde had permitted 
Captain Yorke and Knox to examine this paflage ; they took 1 0 0  

Sepoys, and placing them in different parties behind one another 
to fupport their retreat, went on at midnight, properly clad to 
the fkin, in order to referable black men naked, and entered the 
quagmire, which they paffecl half over, and found it not above knee 
deep, but the mud very tenacious; they returned undifcovered, and 
their report determined Colonel Forde to try an attack on this quar- 

. ter at the fame time as the main affault; which at leaft would dif- 
tracl the enemy’s attention. In the fame intention the country 
troops belonging to the Rajah were to march along the caufeway 
over the morafs, and on each fide of it, and to Ikirmifh againfr the 
ravelin in front o f the gateway.

T h e battalion o f Europeans, reinforced with 30 failors from the 
Hardwicke, all the artillery-men, and half the Sepoys, were allotted 
for the real attack, which was to be made on the baftion called the 

. Camelion in the n. e . angle o f the fort. Their whole number was 
.346 Europeans, rank and file -; the Sepoys amounted to 1 4 0 0 ;  of 
which the other half were allotted to the falfe attack under 
the command of Captain Knox. Each o f the three attacks was 
to be ready on their respective ground before m idnight; when, 
as foon as the falfe attack commenced on the weft fide, the real, 
and the Rajah’s were likewife to begin. Asfno counter-attempt 
was apprehended, the guard o f the camp was left to home of 
the Rajah’s troops. T he attack with Captain Knox having farther 
to go, marched off fir ft ; the main attack was in three divifions, of 
which the Europeans formed two, and the Sepoys the 1 a ft ;

but



but when they were to move, Captain Callender, who by his rank 1759. 
was to lead the hr ft divifion of Europeans, was not to be found; 
and after much fearch and enquiry, the troops proceeded without 
him, crofting the morafs from the dry ground o f find diredly oppo- 
fite to the Cameleon, the baftion they were to aflault. In the way 
they were joined by the gunners crofting the morafs likewife from 
the batteries, which for fear of lurprize they did not quit until the 
laft moment. But before the troops arrived at the ditch, they heard th© 
nring o f Knox’s attack, which nevertheless had only begun at the ap
pointed time ; on which all marched as faft as they could, as before 
upto the knees in mire, and in crofting the ditch, up to the middle 
in water and mud. Here they were difcovered juft before they got 
to the palifade on the berm ; and whilft the firft divifion, commanded 
by Captain Fifcher, were tearing it up, which took feveral minutes, 
the enemy gathered on the breach, and began likewife to fire cannon 
and mulkctry from the next baftions, the Saint John’s on the left, 
and that called the fmall-gate on the right. T he oppofition only en- 
creafed the ardour o f the aftailants, and whilft the firft divifion o f 
Europeans with Fifcher were gaming the breach, the fecond, com
manded by Captain Yorke, fire dup again ft the Cameleon, and the 
divifion of Sepoys led by Captain Macleane againft the final 1 gate.
Several were killed before Fifcher’s divifion had mounted, and got 
poftefiion of the baftion ; when, having waited until Yorke’s came 
up, they turned and advanced along the rampart, to get pofieflion o f 
the water-gate, the next baftion on the right. There was a handy 
gun, with its ammunition on the St. Jean’s, which Captain Yorke, 
on the fuggeftion of Captain Moran, who difcovered it, ordered the 
gunners to turn and fire along the rampart to the left, and in the 
mean time prepared his divifion to follow the fame diredion, as foon 
as a number of Sepoys fufficient to maintain the baftion were come 

' up the breach ; but, juft as he was fetting off, he perceived a line 
of Sepoys coming along in the way below, between the foot of the 
rampart and the buildings on the ground : they were fent to rein
force the Cameleon, from the arfenal near the found, where 
Mr. Conflans continued waiting the event with the grenadier com
pany and other troops. Yorke immediately ran down, and feiz-

ing



17 49. ifig the French officer at the head of the Sepoys, hid him order them 
to lay down their arms and furrender, which they obeyed with little 
reluctance, and were fent up to the baftion. Yorke, having ob- 
ferved that the way below was free from interruption, and much 
broader than the rampart above, refolved to march along it, to get 
poll'dlion of the reft of the defences allotted to his attack ; his divi- 
lion accordingly came down, excepting a few left with the prifo- 
ner-s, and the artillery-men with the gun. T he guard o f the next 
baftion, St. Jean’s, had fheltered themfelves within the angles, from 
the infilade of the gun ; they were 20 Europeans, and more Se
poys, who, as foon as Yorke’s divilions came under the baftion, 
advanced to the edge of the rampart, fired down upon them, which 
killed feveral and wounded more, and then cried out, that they 
would furrender. Captain Yorke generoufly fpared the return of their 
fire : their arms were gathered, and they were conducted by a party 
to the Cameleon, where the Sepoys were in referve, who reinforced 
the party, which was polled to fecure the St, Jean’s. The di- 
vilion then marched on, and when under the Dutch baftion, re
ceived the fire of the guard, fcattered indeed, but with equal iniquity- 
followed by the immediate offer of furrender, which was accepted 
with the fame humanity as before, and the baftion and men fecured 
by parties from the divifion, and the referve. Thefe interruptions 
had allowed the divifion time to think and expeCt more, and many 
fhewed much unwillingnefs to go on ; for darknefs covers lhame ; 
however, they yielded to the threats and exhortations o f Captain 
Y o r k e ; but had not advanced many paces beyond the Dutch 
baftion, before they palled a fmall brick building clofe to the ram
part, which curiofity led lome to examine. It was an expenfe ma
gazine of ammunition, and one unluckily cried out, a mi n e :  this 
word ftruck the whole divifion with terror, and all inftantly ran 
back to the Cameleon, (the officers accompanying to reclaim them) 
and Captain Yorke, who marched at the head, was left alone, with 
only two drummers, who were black boys, beating the grenadiers 
march, which they continued, but in vain, for none rejoined; on which 
Captain Yorke went back, and found all his men in much confufion

at



at the baftion, Lome even proposing to go out of the breach and 1759. 
quit the fort. Severity was inftantly necefiary, and Captain Yorke* 
as, foon as on the baftion, threatened to put the firft man to death 
who offered to come near the breach ; on which fome of the fol- 
diers who had ferved with him in Adlercron’s regiment, and en~ 
lifted in the Company’s fervice, cried out that their commander 
was ill ufed, and offered to follow him wherefoever he pleafed : 
their number immediately encreafed to 36, with whom he marched 
off, leaving the reft to follow, as the officers could bring them 
on. T h e length o f this interruption, joined to the preceding, had 
given the French officer at the next baftion, the Francois, which 
ftands on the edge of the found, time to get down a gun loaded 
with grape-fhot and to point it up the way the party was coming ; 
it fired when they were within a few yards, and with great exe
cution, killing feveral and wounding fixteen. Captain Yorke fell, 
with a ball through each of his thighs, and each o f the black 
drummers was killed dead at his fide. This havock, however, 
did not difcourage the reft from bringing off their Captain, 
whom they carried to the Cameleon; and the guards, pofted 
in the St. Jean and Dutch baftions, net difmayed, kept their ground, 
waiting the event.'

During thefe efforts o f the left divifion, the right, commanded 
by Captain Fifcher, was advancing from the Cameleon to the right, 
but along the rampart. The next, which is the final 1 gate, was 
not in complete repair; and the Sepoys writh Macleane were at
tempting to fcramble up it, which, with the approach of Fifcher’s 
divifion, drove the guard away to the next baftion, called the 
Church-yard, from which they fired continually, but without order, - 
as the divifion approached ; and when near, alked quarter, which was 
granted.

Colonel Forde continued with the referve on the baftion o f St.
Jean, iftfuing the necefl'ary orders, according to the reports from both 
divifions. T h e prifoners as faft as taken were brought to him there, 
and he lent them, as they came, down the breach, into the ditch, 
where they were guarded as well as the night permitted by a proper 
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1759. number o f Sepoys, threatening at the point of bayonet to kill the 
fir ft that moved ; but very few o f them ventured any difturbance. 
T h e Rajah’s troops had for fome time begun their attack on the 
ravelin on the caufeway, and, if  nothing more, with all the din and 
clamour they could m ake; but the fire o f  the falfe attack with Cap
tain Knox continually diminifhed ; as having begun earlier, they 
had expended moft or their ammunition, although, finding the ene
m y prepared in this quarter, they only fired acrofs without ven
turing to pafs the quagmire. However, this attack kept fome o f the 
garrifon from the more material fervice againft the real, and the Ra
jah’s prevented the guard at the ravelin from returning into the fort, 
which they ought to have done, as being of little ufe without the 
walls, whilft the body of the place was in inftant danger. But the 
reparation of the main attack into two divifions, confounded the 
defence much more than the attacks without. Mr. Conflans, not 
knowing what to do, kept at his houfe near the Sound, continually 
receiving meflages magnifying the danger, and fending orders which 
new reports continually induced him to contradict.

T h e paiade o f the fort was under the baftion of the great gate, 
and as this is the ufual place o f rendezvous on alarm, moft of the 
troops and officers who remained willing to continue the defence 
whether, driven from their pofts, or wanting immediate orders, re
paired hither, and had joined the guard o f the baftion above, before 
Fifcher’s divifion was ready to advance from that of the church-yard. 

Near 100 were aflembled, but their fire was ill directed, beginning 
too early,  ̂ before the divifion was fufficiently near, which pre- 
ferved theirs, and only giving that o f the firft platoon, rulhed on 
and foon cleared the baftion. Fifcher immediately fent down to fecure 
the gate below, which ffiut out the troops on the ravelin, and prevent
ed the efcape of any from within. W hilft the divifion was getting 
into order to proceed again, appeared Captain Callender, no one knew 
irom whence, and taking the command, marched at their head to
wards the next baftion, called the Pettah, from which came fcatter- 
mg ffiot, fcarcely more than one at a time, and the M  that drop- 

ped? ffiot Callender dead; immediately after which the fire o f the 

~ garrifon
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garrifon in all other parts o f the fort ceafed, and foon after came a 1759. 
meffage from Colonel Forde, ordering Fifcher’s divifion to ceafe like- 
wife, as Mr. Con flans had furrendered. He had lent a meffage to 
Colonel Forde, offering to capitulate on honourable terms; to which 
Forde anfwered, that he would give none, but at difcretion, nor 
even this, but would put every man to the fword, i f  the lead; re- 
fiftance continued from any part of the garrifon, and all did not 
immediately furrender themfelves prifoners.

On the return o f the officer, Mr. Conflans fent orders round for 
the troops to quit their arms, and repair to his quarters at the 
arfenal, which is a fpacious enclofure. As foon as all was quiet, the 
Englifh troops affembled on the parade, under the baftion o f the 
gateway; and 100 Europeans, with two guns, and two companies 
of Sepoys, were detached to remain on guard over the prifoners 
until the morning; when, whatloever troops were at the ravelin, 
and the battery at the inlet, and had not efcaped, came into the fort, 
to become prifoners with the red: of the garrifon. The whole number 
exceeded thofe to whom they had furrendered, being 500 Europeans, 
of whom 100 were either officers or inhabitants of better condition, 
and 2537 either Coffrees, Topafies, or Sepoys. O f  the aflailants,
22 Europeans were killed, amongft: them the Captains Callender and 
Mollitore, and 62 wounded. The Sepoys, who behaved with equal 
gallantry as the Europeans, as well in the real, as at the falfe attacks, 
had about 50 killed, and 150 wounded. The Rajah’s people like- 
wife differed more than was expected from them ; but nothing in 
proportion to the Englifh troops. The fort was furnifhed with 120 
pieces of cannon, and abundance of military fiores. The plunder 
o f  other effects was likewife valuable; and all that was not mer
chandize was given back to the prifoners; half the reft was divided 
amongfl the Englifh army, and the other half referved for them 
according to the promife they had received.

T h e  improbability of the attempt was the principal caufe o f its 
fuccefs, for the garrifon from the beginning had regarded the liege 
with mockery, and, being in daily expection o f the arrival of a body 
of troops which were coming by fea from Pondicherry, had con-
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J759' certed, that the army of obfervation, joined by this reinforcement,
*— V7—' and a great detachment, i f  not' the whole of Salabadjing’ s army,

Apn!* fhould then furround and attack the Englifh army, which they re-
prefented to themfelves as involved in impending and inevitable de- 
flrudtion ; and indeed, if  thefe efforts had been made by Salabadjing’s 
army, and the French troops abroad, without waiting for the rein
forcement, the Englifh army could not have kept their ground, fince 
the Rajah, with all his troops, would certainly have run away, and 
the enemy’s horfe, amongft whom were many Morattoes, would 
have cut off all provifions, and harraffed every motion : nor could 
they have made the embarkation, to efcape by Tea, without abandon

ing all the flores and artillery.
T h e  miniftry o f Salabadjing were therefore not more furprized, 

than vexed, at the lofs o f the place, becaufe, confcious that it might 
have been prevented by the activity they had neglected to exert. 
They held councils with the French commander o f the army o f ob
fervation, and determined {till to wait for the reinrorcement; when 
they expected at leaf! to reduce the Englifh to compound for their 
retreat by the furrender of Mafulipatam. The Rajah Anunderauze, 

divining what might happen, propofed to return to his own country, 
as foon as the place was taken ; and Colonel Forde, from utter 
contempt of his charafter, made no objections to his departure ; he 
marched away with all the Indian forces on the 12th, to regain the 
Godaveri ; and, by hafty marches, was, in two days, out o f the 

reach o f purfuit.
Early in the morning o f the 15th appeared two fhips, {landing 

into the road, under French colours. T h e commander o f the 
Hardwicke, Samfon, was afhore embarking prifoners, o f whom 
he had already received 40 on board : but his brother, who was the 
chief mate, immediately weighed, and got to windward of the 
{{range fhips ; on which, the largefl anchored in the road, as did the 
Hardwicke at a diflance ; but the other flill plying up,, the Hard
wicke weighed again, as did the largefl fhip, and the wind having 
changed, both of the enemy’s bore down, with a fair fail : in the 
mean time, Captain Samfon, w ith eight gunners lent from the army,,
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got on board, and determining not to run, before he had tried the 1759. 
ilrength o f the fhips, waited to exchange a broadfide, which difcover- 
ing them to be ftouter than his own, he again hauled the wind, and 
working more dexteroufly got again out o f their reach, but con
tinued in the offing. T he two French fhips anchored again in the 
road, and in the night fent a catamaran, which they had brought 
with them, on ffiore, with letters to Mr. Conflans, fignifying, that 
they were the Harlem and Briftol from Pondicherry, with 300 
troops Europeans and Topafles, befides the crews : they were the aid 
of which advices had been received before. No anfwer being re* 
turned, they fufpefted the lofs of the place, and early the next morn
ing {food out again after the Hardwicke, which bore away for 
Bengal, and before noon all three were out of fight.

T h e  army of Salabadjing was at this time within 15 miles o f  
Mafulipatam ; and imagining, that the French fhips would return 
to land the troops, fent forward all the Morattoes towards the fhore.
Colonel Forde, notwithffianding the great number o f prifoners which 
were to be guarded, divided his force, and, leaving half in the fort to 
take care of them, encamped with the other on the giound he had 
occupied before. This countenance kept the Morattoes out of can- 
non-fhot, but they burnt and flew all around for feveral days; when 
Salabadjing, feeing no probability o f retaking Mafulipatam, began 
to treat in earneft ; and Colonel Forde went to his camp, and was re

ceived with much attention.
But another motive o f equal weight concurred to induce this 

change in Salabadjing’s difpofition towards the Englifh. Some ac
count of the affaffination o f Mr. Bully’s Duan, and of Nizamally’s 
flight to Brampour, had reached Bengal befoie the departure of the 
prefont expedition; and Clive, judging that the atrocity of the in
ju ry  which Nizamally had committed would carry his deteftation 
o f  the French nation beyond the reach or wifli of reconciliation*, 
wrote letters to him, requefting his affiftance to the army with 
Colonel Forde in exterminating the French out of the provinces they 
had difmembered from the fovereignty of the Decan. Colonel Forde-

difpatched thefe letters, with his own to the fame purport, and Ni~
* zamally



,i 759. zamally had received them : whether they contributed to influence his
v— v—-* immediate operations we are uncertain ; but as foon as he was certi-
'j5‘pr;1* £ed that Salabadjing was marching againft the Englifh army to 

Mafulipatam, he took the field with his own from Aurengabad, 
advancing towards Hyderabad, and giving out, that he intended to 
reform the adminifiration. The news o f his intentions, which pre
ceded the advices of his march, alarmed Salabadjing for the prefer- 
vation of Hyderabad itfelf, and made him not only anxious to return 
thither as foon as poflible, but defirous of being accompanied by a 
Jpody of Englifh troops ; fearing, that if  he entertained the French 
army of obfervation, all reconciliation with his brother Nizamally 
would be precluded. Neverthelefs the influence which the com
mander of thefe troops had gained over his brother Baflalutjung, 
w ho managed the moft important affairs of the government, de
layed the execution o f his treaty with Colonel Forde until the 12th 

May. o f May, on which day it was figned, and delivered.
The treaty confifted of four articles. B y the firft; T he whole 

-territory dependant on Mafulipatam, with eight diftridts, as well 
as the jurifdidtion over the territory o f Nizamapatam, with the 
diftridts of Codaver and Wacalmannar, were granted to the Englifh 
without the referve of fine or military fervice. By the fecond article, 

Salabadjing promifed to oblige the French troops, meaning the army 
of obfervation, to pafs -the Kriftna in 15 days; nor, in future, to 
permit the nation to have any fettlement in the country o f the Decan, 
which this treaty defines to be bounded on the fouth, by the Kriftna; 
_nor- to entertain any French troops in his fervice, nor to give them 
affiftance, or ever call them again to his own. By the third, he 
promifed not to call Anunderauze to account for whatfoever he had 
collected out of the governments belonging to the French, nor for 
the tributes of his own countries for the r relent year ; but he was 
hereafter to pay the fame for them as had been paid by Vizeram- 
r.'.uze, and the father o f Vrzeramrauze. If Anunderauze failed in 
this ftipulation, Salabadjing was left free to treat him as he pleafed : 

but in all cafes was neither to affift, or give protection to the 
enemies of the Englifh ; and by the 4th article, the Englifh engage 
neither to affift, or give protection to his. The territory ceded to

the



the company extended 80 miles along the fea, and 20 inland, and 1759. 
the revenues amounted to 400,000 rupees a year,

A s foon as the treaty was figned, Salabadjing offered Colonel May. 
Forde a diftrid near Mafulipatam, as a jaghire or penfion for him- 
felf, i f  he would accompany him with part of the Englifli troops 
againft his brother Nizamally. Colonel Forde, with as much 
earneftnefs, requeffed his affiftance to take or deftroy the French army 
of obfer cation, who were encamped in the neighbourhood, avowedly 
under the protection o f Baflaulet Jung. Neither fide had the leaft 
inclination to gratify the other, and Salabadjing on the 18th 
marched away in much difguft with the Englifli, to whom he had 
confirmed, without any reciprocal benefit, the 1110ft advantageous 
acquifition of its extent, they could wilh to gain,, with the view, o f 
maintaining, on the whole coaft o f Coromandel from Ganjam to 
Cape Comorin. The body o f French troops eroded the Kriftna, 
but marched to the weftward, in confequence o f admances from 
Baflaulet Jung to take them into his fervice,, when he Ihould return 
from Hyderabad to> his own; government o f Adoni. The Prefi- 
dency o f Madrafs confidered Mafulipatam as dependant on their au
thority, and appointed Mr.. Andrews, with a council, to manage 
the revenue and trade : and Colonel Forde remained there with the 
troops, in expedation of orders for his future proceedings from the 

Prefidency of Bengal.

Mr. Lally, with the French army, was in full march after the 
Englifli, when he received the news at Trivatore that they had taken 
Conjeveram, on which he halted ; but fent forward the partizan Lam 
bert, with the body of troops he commanded apart from the army,; 
who polled themfielves feven miles from the Englifli, in the road to 
Arcot, in order to prevent the incurfions o f their cavalry into thole 
diffrids but the Englifli army had no intention to ravage a country 
they intended to recover. Lambert’s party confilled of 300 either 
Topafles or Europeans, unfit for the regular battalions, about 700 
Sepoys, and 200 horfe. They had been detached w hilll the two 
armies fome time before were facing one another at Conjeveram, to 
retaliate on Killnarow, the Killidar of Thiagar, tne ravages he

had



J759. had committed in the adjacencies of Pondicherry, and to retake the
-V—• forts which he and Mahomed Ifloof had reduced whilft the French

Apr1' army were preparing on the other fide ' o f the Paliar, to attack
Madrafs. In the middle o f March, he fet down before Elavana- 
fore, which Kiftnarow, leaving his rock of Thiagar, refolved to 
defend in perfon; continual fkirmiffies palled between them for 
ten days, when Lambert, feeing no probability o f taking the 
place with battering cannon, of which he had nine, marched 
away, and fet down before Trivatore ; where likewise were iome 
Sepoys left by Mahomed Ifloof, and fome of Kiftnarow’s, who -were 
very near furrendering, when Lambert, with his whole detach
ment, was recalled to the main army ; which on the 19th advanced 
to Covrepauk, where they took up their quarters, ftill keeping 
Lambert’s party between them and the Englifh, which continued 
at Conjeveram, and threw up redoubts in their front, and on their 

flanks.
Soon after the detachment of Gopaulrow’s Morattoes had taken 

pofleflion of Tripetti, he received orders from Balagerow at Poni, 
to return and join him there without delay ; left he fhould be 
flopped by the floods o f the Kriftna, which fwells in May. He ac
cordingly recalled all his parties, excepting a fmall detachment 
left to guard Tripetti, under the command of an officer named 
Narrain Sauftry, and the main body marched away from the pafles 
o f Damalcherri, in the beginning of April. A t the fame time, 
Abdulwahab, the Nabob’s brother, was permitted to return, with 
his troops, to Chandergerry ; from whence he Pent them againft 
Tripetty, o f which they got pofleflion after a flight refiftance : 
he then requefted the Prefidency to grant him the farm o f the pa
goda ; but as his rank exempted him from controul, the Prefi
dency let it to, the fame renters as were holding it when taken by 
the French, by whom they had likewife been continued in the 
management.

Three companies of Sepoys fent from Tritchinopoly joined Kiftna- 
row foon after Lambert’ s party was recalled from thefouth, with whom 
and his own troops Kiftnarow immediately took the field again, and

ravaged



ravaged as far as Trivadi, within 14 miles of Pondicherry, and 1759.
from thence to Cuddalore, where, fince the reduction of Fort St. '“77— ’
David, the French kept a garrifon. Some bad troops were fent "
from both, and the adjacent diftrifts, to oppofe him, and having 
amongft them 30 Europeans, and he none, excepting the ferjeants 
o f the Sepoys, the enemy attacked him with confidence, and were 
decifively beaten. Ten of their Europeans, and a great number of 
their country troops, were killed. O f the Englifh Sepoys 30, and 
nine o f Kiftnarow’s people; but the enemy left behind them 
three pieces o f cannon, a tumbril, and 30 barrels of ammunition, 
which he carried away in triumph to Thiagar ; and from thence 
fent back the Englifh Sepoys to Tritchinopoly. This fuCcefs was 
gained in the beginning of May.

A  few days after the reduction of Conjeveram, intelligence was 
received, that the garrifon of Sepoys at Palamcotah, in the country 
o f Tinivelly, had ventured to hand an engagement in the field 
againft Maphuze Khan and the Pulitaver, joined by moil o f the other 
Polygars, and, although the enemy quitted the field, fo many of 
the Sepoys were killed and wounded, that the garrifon could no 
longer appear out of the fort. It had before been refolved to fend 
Mahomed Iffoof into the fouthern countries, as foon as the army in 
the field could be dimini fined without rifque ; o f which, the caution 
o f  the French army at Covrepauk to avoid even the chance of fkir- 
mifihes, and the departure of the Morattoes with Gopaulrow, who 
might have joined them, no longer left any apprehenfions. The 
troops o f Tanjore and Tondiman were therefore ordered to return, 
with Mahomed M oof’s detachment, and the whole body were to pafs 
by Vicravandi and Trivadi, in order to affift Kiftnarow in ravaging 
the French diftrifls in the way. They fet out together on the 26th 
o f  A p r il: the detachment with Mahomed M oof was fix companies 
o f  Sepoys, 60 of the horfe, and fix of the European gunners he 
brought with him, and two field-pieces: the Tanjorines were 300 
horfe, and Tondiman’s troops 250, with 1100 colleries. After the 
ilrfh day’s march, the troops of Tanjore and Tondiman declared 
they would not expofe themfelves to the rifque of palling through 
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1759. the enemy’s diftridts, nor of croffing the Coleroon near them. Ma-
*“ Ia' homed Iffoof, impatient to arrive at his deftination, yielded to, if

he did not fugged:, their repugnance, and con fen ted to go the way 
they chofe. Accordingly, they all quitted the hr eight road to the 
fouth, and ftriking to the weft, palled by Arnee, and entered the 
mountains about nine miles fouth o f V elore; then continuing 
along the Valley o f Vaniambady, they came out at another pafs 
near Tricalore, and burning feven or eight villages under that fort 
which were held by the French renters, they arrived at TJhiagar 
on the 8th of May, where Kiftnarow was returned from his ex- 
curlion to Trivadi. The Tanjorines and Ton dimans, thinking the 
reft of the country from Thiagar fafe, proceeded home more like 
travellers than troops : but Mahomed Iftbof’s detachment marched 
on in regular order to Tritchinopoly, where they arrived on the 
14th ; and, on the 16th, having taken leave of the Nabob, he con
tinued his march to Madura.

Nothing could teftify more confidence than the difmiftion of 
fuch a number of troops in the free o f the enemy. Their diftreftes 
for every kind of fupply, and for want even o f their pay, after they 
arrived at Covrepauk, deterred Mr. Lally from trailing their good
w ill in action, until he could fatisfy their complaints. For this 
purpofe, he went to Arcot, and, having detected various frauds in 
the management of the Amuldar or renter, who farmed the diftridts, 
fined him 40,000 rupees ; and he received 10,000 from Mortizally 
o f Velore, with the promife o f fome provifions, to refrain from 
molefting his domain. But before he had procured thefe aids, he 
received news, that the Englilh fquadron, confifting o f nine fail of 
the line, and three frigates, had arrived on the 28th o f April at 
Negapatam, from Bombay. T h eir appearance, whilft the French 
army was at fuch a diftance, alarmed the garrifon at Karical, and 
even Pondicherry itfe lf; but not Mr. L ally, who, on the contrary, 
thought it requifite to Ihew better countenance, and, having fatis- 
fied immediate wants with the money he had obtained, marched 
on the 6th of May with the whole army from Covrepauk, and en
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camped the next day at Balchitty’s Choultry, feven miles to the 1759. 
weft of Conjeveram. T he fituation they chofe was ftrong, and ^
the country being quite level, the advanced .guards of the two 
armies were in fight of each other.

A n exchange of prifoners had been feme time before agreed on, 
and 100 of thofe taken .at Fort. St. David arrived at Chinglapett 
from Pondicherry on the 6th, which enabled the prefidency o f Ma- 
drafs to reinforce their army with that number, although of other 
Europeans; but the French could not immediately receive an equal 
advantage, becaufe their prifoners were releafed from Tritchinopoly, 
and had to march from thence to Pondicherry. Colonel Brereton fell 
at this time dangeroufly ill, and with much regret was obliged to be 
carried into Madrafs, when the command devolved to Colonel Mon- 
fon, the next officer in the king’s regiment, who immediately made 
preparations, and on three fucceffive days, from the 1 2th to the 
1 5th, drew the army out of the lines, offering the enemy battle in 
the plain ; but the ground of their encampment was too ftrong to 
he attacked by an equal force. By this time, the refources of money 
and provifions which Mr. Lally had lately procured were nearly ex- 
haufted, and the foldiery renewed their complaints, which moft of 
the officers, from perfbnal hatred to himfelf, were little folicitous 
to reprefs. Knowing their difcontent, he would not venture the 
battle he othenvife wifhed, (for he was always brave and impetuous, 
and had 2000 Europeans in the field,) before he had tried how far 
their prejudices might influence their duty:: and made feveral mo
tions, tending to no great confequence, which convinced him, that, 
in their prefent mood, they would not fight with ardour under his 
command. The Englifh army, ignorant of the motives, were much 
furprized to fee the whole .of the French quitting their encamp
ment on the 15th, and in March towards Trivatore. From hence 
■ they were difpofed into different cantonments. Parties were lent to 
Arcot, Co.vrepauk, and Carangoly, 200 Europeans to Chittape.t, 400 
with the field artillery to Vandiwafh; 1200, with 100 European 
horfe, marched to Pondicherry, whither Mr, L ally likewife went,
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1759. refoved not to meet the Englifh again in force, until the arrival o f
the French fquadron, which was daily expeded with reinforcements. 
On the 28th, the Englifh army was diftributed into cantonments 
at Chinglapett, Conjeveram, Tri-Permadore, and Muflewack, which,, 
with the forts of Pondamalee and Tripafibre,- formed a barrier from 
the river Paliar to Pulicate. The French had feme time before 
withdrawn their troops from Sadrafs, and reftored the fort and town 
to the Dutch.

Thus ended this campaign, after it had lafted too days, during 
which o f  8 or to ,ooo men in arms, not five were killed. But the 
principal objed of both fides was to protect their refpedive territory, 
and not to rifque an engagement without pofitive advantage, which 
neither gave.

Mr. Laliy carried with him to Pondichery more refentment than 
ever againft the governor, the council, and all who were employed 
in the civil adminiftration o f the company’s affairs; imputing to 
their malverfations all the obftacles and impediments which ob
truded  the fuccefs o f his arms. The council, he a Hedged, received 
prefents from the renters of all the diftrids, who, emboldened by 
the knowledge of their peculations, continually evaded the regular 
payments, or infilled on remiffions in the terms o f their leafes: and 
whilft the public treafury was thus difappointed or defrauded of its 
incomes, its iffues he infilled were fquandered with equal prodiga
lity, becaufe the council and their dependants held fhares in all the 
fupplies for the public fervice, whether in the camp or city. Some
thing of thefe accufations might be true ; but Mr. De Leyrit, the 
governor, .was a man of diftinguifhed moderation and equity ; and 
other members of the council were like wife men of worth, fuperior 
to fuch pradices ; but all who were not, Iheltered their own cha- 
raders under the public dilhelief o f the calumnies againft thofe who 
were guiltlefs o f the delinquencies imputed to them°: and all know
ing Mr. Tally’s averfion to Mr. Bully, who had remained ill at 
Pondicherry fince the fiege of Madrafs, paid particular court to his 
per Ion and cnarader, and continually expreiled their regrets at the 
indiferetion of the miniftry in France appointing Mr. Laliy to the 
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fupreme command in India, when they had it in their power to 1759- 
have employed an officer of fuch approved and fuccefsful fervices as — '
Mr. Bully.

As loon as the main body o f the French army arrived at Pondi
cherry, 60 Europeans were fent to Karical; again!! which place, 
from its diftance and fituation on the fea-fhore, although a regular 
fortification, Mr. Lally always apprehended a defcent from the Eng- 
liffi fquadron. Another party was prepared to attack Kiftnarow, 
whofe ravages had greatly impaired the revenues expected from the 
adjacent diftricls; but did not take the field until the 24th, which 
gave time to Captain Jofeph Smith, at Tritchinopoly, to fend three 
companies of Sepoys, under the command of Hunterman, the fer- 
jeant-major of the garrifon, who arrived at Thiagar before the 
French 'p arty; which thereupon returned to Trivadi : where they 
remained waiting for detachments until they were ftrengthened to 
200 Europeans, 1500 Sepoys, 40 huflars, 500 black horfe, and 
eight guns, and were likewife joined by the matchlocks and peons 
o f the French diftridts: when, by forced marches they fuddenly in- 
veiled Elavanafore on the 5th of J u ly ; and took it by aflault on the 
n th . Kiftnarow himfelf was in Thiagar; his gallantry, and the 
importance of the place, which protected all the diftridts fouthward 
towards Tritchinopoly, determined Captain Smith to make an effort 
for their prefervation, which the ftrength of his garrifon could 
ill afford. Forty Europeans, with three guns, and fix companies 
o f Sepoys, marched under the command o f Lieutenant Raillard, a 
Swils, and before they reached Volcondah were joined by 1000 
horfe, which the Nabob had levied fince his arrival at Tritchinopoly, 
intending to employ them in the Madura and Tinivelly countries, 
which he expe&ed would have been left to his management. Kift
narow, on hearing of the march of Raillard’s detachment, came out 
o f  Thiagar with all his horfe, and fome Sepoys, in the night o f 
the 1 2th, and the next day joined him at Volcondah. Serjeant 
Hunterman, with the reft of the three companies o f Sepoys he had 
brought, and what foot Kiftnarow ufually kept in Thiagar, re
mained to defend it, until his return with the reinforcement. At

break



17S9’ break of day on tlie 14th, the whole body of the French troops, 
v- p — J now commanded by the Vifcouiit Fumel, who had made a forced

J march in the night from Elavanafore, appeared before the pettah at
the bottom of the rock, and invefling it on every fide on the plain, 
brought two guns againfl the two oppofite gates on the north and 
fouth, and difpofed two parties to efcalade in other places. The 
fight was every where fharp ; both the efcalades and the attack on 
the north gate were repul fed; but after two hours, the enemy forced 
the other, and brought their guns into the town, and Hunterman, 
flill unwilling to give up, had nearly been cut off in his retreat to 
the gateway of the paffage leading up to the fort above, which he 
however gained, having loll one third o f his Sepoys ; but the enemy 
more, having 200 of theirs, and thirty Europeans, killed and wound
ed. They had fcarcely difpofed their guards, when their fcouts 
brought word, that the troops with Ralliard and Ki fin a row were 
approaching, and were within a few m iles; on which, Fumel, with 
the impetuofity of his nation on fuccefs, marched out with moft of 
the troops, but without the field-pieces; and met the Englifih, who 
were advancing faff on the plain within two miles from the fort. 
Ralliard, thinking the advantage of his two field-pieces greater than 
it really was, halted his line to cannonade, which the enemy flood; 
and, inflead of coming on as Ralliard expe&ed, waited till then- 
own, which were five, came up, when they fired amongfl the Na
bob’s cavalry, and knocked down feveral; on which the whole of 
this daflardly body went off, and left the infantry unflanked. Ral
liard and Kiflnarow were in this inflant riding towards the cavalry, 
to lead them up to the enemy’s ; and, hurried by vexation, followed 
in hopes of rallying them, and left the infantry without command; 
againfl whom the enemy, feeing the horfe going off, advanced to 
the pufh of bayonet. There was, not far in the rear o f the Englifli 
line, a village, in which the oxen with the ammunition and the flores 
were waiting; and the gunners, thinking it a fafe flation to fecure 
the field-pieces, turned, and began to draw them off as fail as they 
could, thinking they fhould be covered by the refl of the infantry ; 
who, confided by thefe various appearances o f terror in others, took
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panic themfelves, and broke, before the enemy’s Europeans were at x 759. 
their breafts; and all inftantly fell under the fabres of their black 
cavalry : meanwhile the exhortations of Ralliard and Kiftnarow were 
vain to retain the Nabob’s, who went off on the full gallop in the 
road to Tritchinopoly. A ll the Europeans were killed,, or made pri- 
foners : all the Sepoys threw down their arms, and buffered more, 
as the enemy did not think them worth taking, and only 200 of them 
got back to Tritchinopoly. Kiftnarow, feeing all loft, followed the 
Nabob’s cavalry; Ralliard rode back to the enemy, difcharged his 
piftols at the firft he met, and then galloped out o f their reach. He 
was afterwards found dead five miles from the field of aftion ; his 
head and breaftbruifed with violent ftrokes of his piftol, under which 
he is fuppofed, as he had neither cartridges nor. 1 word-, to have ex
pired, and to have inflicted this fevere, but needlefs execution on 
himfelf, to avoid the difgrace of his defeat. The enemy returned to 
Thiagar, and fummoned Kiftnarow’s officer in the upper fort to fur- 
render, who, encouraged by Serjeant Hunterman, refufed; which 
obliged them to fend toChittapet and Vandiwafh, for three mortars, 
and more Europeans. They fired and bombarded the rock until the 
25th ; when Hunterman, having nearly expended all the ammuni
tion, capitulated to 600 Europeans, and obtained honourable terms 
for the whole garrifon, Kiftnarow’s people as well as the Englifh 
Sepoys ; all being permitted to march away with, their arms, their 
perfons without fearch, their baggage on oxen, and under an efcorfc 
o f French troops to the diftance they chofe : the artillery only ex
cepted. The gallantry o f Hunterman was rewarded with an en- 

fign’s commiffion.
Nothing of confequence had pafled between the two armies fince 

they went into cantonments, except reciprocal excurfions of fmali 
parties to drive off cattle, o f which the Englifh collected 5 or 6000..
T h e French garrifon in the fort of Arcot confifted o f 60 Europeans 
and fix companies of Sepoys ; and being as ill paid as the reft of the 
troops, the Sepoys made overtures to Colonel Monfon, profering, 
to deliver up the fort for a reward in money.. A t the fame time, the 
Keliidar o f Covrepauk, in which were only ten Europeans, and he
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1759. of Timery, who had none, offered likewife to fell their forts. T i- 
,y y - —' mery, from its diftance, was not deemed worth the purchafe ; but 

y' the reputation of Arcot, and the communication with it by Covre- 
pauk, induced the prelidency to accept the terms of thefe forts, al
though coffly. But the Sepoys at Arcot, when the day of execu
tion approached, confeffed that they could not fucceed; and a few ' 
days after 200 Europeans were fent into the fort from Vandiwalh, 
but not, as it feemed, from any fufpicion of the plot. However, 
their march flopped the bargain with Covrepauk.

Narrain Sauftry, the Morattoe officer, whom Abdulwahad had 
driven from Tripetty, took up his refidence in Carcambaddy, a 
town in the hills, 15 miles diftant, belonging to a petty Polygar, fub- 
je£t to a greater called the Matlaver, with whofe afiiftance he raifed 
forces, moftly fuch as were to be found in thofe wilds ; and in the 
night of the 30th of June, by a bye- path in the mountain of Tri- 
petty, got poffeffion o f the temple on the fummit. The troops 
maintained by the renter, and two companies o f Sepoys with Enfign 
W ilcox, were in the town below, which commands the ufual path 
o f the pilgrims to the pagoda. Narrain Sauflry therefore waited for 
another force, which the Matlaver was to fend ; when one from the 
rock, and the other from the plain, were to furprize the town. 
They accordingly made the attack on the 9th of July at four in the 
morning ; and, after fkirmifhing an hour, were beaten off, with the 
lofs o f 20 men killed and wounded; but the Morattoes ftill kept 
poffeffion o f the pagoda. A  few days after, the town was rein
forced by the prelidency o f Madrafs, with three companies o f Sepoys,
15 Europeans, and a fmall gun. None but Indians, and they of 
the oetter calls, are permitted to afcend the hill on which the pagoda 
ffands ; for the Bramins pretend, that i f  the fummit fhould be 
trodden by forbidden feet, all the virtue o f the pagoda in the re- 
million of fins would be loft, until reftored by an immenfe purification. 
Not apprized of this creed, the Sepoys fent by the prelidency were 
as ufual a mixture of Mahomedans and various calls of Indians, fo 
that out of the fix hundred, only 80 were worthy to mount to the 
affault: and the Europeans were utterly excluded. The renter

neverthelefs



neverthelefs, with the 80 Sepoys, and his peons and matchlocks, 1759. 
in all not exceeding 500 men, ventured to attack the enemy in pof- ~v— *
feffion o f the pagoda, and was repulfed with lofs; but the blood lhed J U
in the attack did not unlandtify the pagoda.

In the latter part of June, three o f the ufual fhips arrived from 
England, with 200 recruits, fent by the Company ; and brought 
intelligence, that the 84th regiment o f 1000 men, in the king’s 
lervice, were coming in other fhips, under the command o f Lieu
tenant-colonel Coote, the fame officer whom we have feen ferving 
in Bengal with the rank o f major ; he was appointed to the com
mand o f the Company’s troops in Bengal; but with permiffion to 
flop and ferve with his regiment, if  more neceffary, on the coafl o f 
Coromandel. T he fatisfaction arifing from this intelligence was in 
fome meafure impaired by a refolution of the Court of Directors ; 
who, dazzled-by the wealth acquired in Bengal from the revolution of 
Plaffy, and by reprefentations o f its fufficiency to fupply their other 
preiidencies, had determined to fend no more treafure to any o f them 
until the year 1760 ; but for every reafon this intelligence was kept 
within the council.

A t this time likewife, 200 Englilh prifoners were received from 
Pondicherry, in exchange for the fame number o f French releafedi 
at. Tritchinopoly ; but more than one half o f the Englifh were fea- 
men, taken in the frigates {handed at St. David’s, and other veflels; 
who were immediately fent away to the fquadron, which was cruiz
ing to the fouthward. However, thefe additions to the army enabled 
the Prefidency/ to extend their attention to objects they had been 
obliged to negledt, hiybrder to make head in the adjacencies o f 
Madrafs: and 9̂0 Europeans, o f whom 20 were invalids, and the 
others not the beft men, were fent to Tritchinopoly, proceeding by 
fea to NegapAtam, And from thence through the countiy o f 
Tanjore. J ]  ^

Three co|npaTri^H^|fepoys had been fent to bring away as many 
-of the Ftyneh prisoners as they could guard from Mafulipatam.
As the fd-fwas adverfe, they marched by land, and were joined on 
the roadj>y ioohorfe of Nazeabulla’s, from Nelore. T h ey arrived at 
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1759. Mafuiipatam on the ift of June, and on the 15th began their march 
—v— 1 back with 200 of the prifoners; but on the 3d day were recalled by 

^Uj7’ Colonel Forde, in conference o f intelligence which threatened 
their farther progrefs with danger.

T h e Subah Salabadjing, on his return from Mafuiipatam, halted 
within four days of Hyderabad, and commenced a negotiation with 
his brother Nizamally. An interview enfued, which was followed 
by a reconciliation, and concluded by the reForation o f Nizamally 
to the fame, extenlive powers in the government o f the Decan, 
which had excited the apprehensions of Mr. Bufiy, and. the mortal 
hatred o f both to each other, in the beginning o f the preced
ing year. This revolution in the adminiftratiom deprived Bal- 
faulet Jung, the other brother, of all his power; which had been con- 
fiderable as Duan, and little controled by the indolence of Sala
badjing. He therefore marched away in feeming difguF with his- 
brothers ; but with moftagainF the ableft ; and took with him the: 
troops which had formed Conflans’ army of obfervation. They were. 
2:00 Europeans, and the 2000 Sepoys under the command o f Z u l-  
facar Jung : his own were 1500 good horfe, and 5000 foot o f va
rious forts,, with a train of heavy artillery.. They recroFed the 
KriFna, fummoning acknowledgements, and plundering the coun
try ; and when Bonjour’s detachment, fet. out from Mafuiipatam,. 
were arrived, at Condavire, within 50 miles of the road of his march.. 
From hence., Baflaulut Jung, and his principal officers, fent forward, 
threatening letters to Nazeabulla at Nelore,. and the three greater 
Polygars, as well as.all the leffer ones along the Pennar, ordering, 
them to account for their fhares of the tribute with the arrears, due. 
to the throne through the officiality of the Subah o f the Decan, 
by whom Baffaulet Jung pretendecfhe was commiffioned to call them ■ 
to account ; and, as a, more effectual terror, gave out,,that he ffiould 
pafs through their countries, in order to join the French at Arcot. 
The File of his letters, and Fill, more his .approach, had deterred 
Nazeabulla, as well as the northern Polygars’, from giving any affif- ' 
tance to the Englifh in recovering the mountain of Tripetti; 
although all applied to Madrafs for affiFance to defend themfelves.. 
This confternation was ftrong, when the renter was repulfed in the
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attack of the mountain; and, on the news of his ill fuccefs, 200 1759*
o f the black horfe, with three companies of Sepoys, were lent from ' JuV ’ 
the army at Conjeveram to Tripaflore, where they would be m 
readinefs either to fuccour the renter, Nazeabullah, the Poly gars, or 
to march on to join Bonjour’s detachment, i f  returning. But this party 
was fcarcelv arrived at Tripaflore, when the prefidency received intelli
gence from Enlign Wilcox, that a detachment of Europeans, Sepoys * 
and horfe, fent from Arcot to Narrain Sauftry, were marching round 
the hills, in order to attack the troops in the town of Tripetti; which' 
i f  they ihould take, the revenues of the approaching feaft in September 
would be loft, and the recovery of the pagoda, refilled by French 
troops, rendered hereafter much more difficult; whereas, in the pre- 
fent ftate, Narrain Sauftry in pofleffion of the mountain, and the 
Englhh of the town, neither at leaft could get any thing, excepting 
by a compromife. The importance of this objeft, and of the other 
concerns in this quarter, determined the prefidency to fend Major 
Calliaud, with 200 Europeans and 300 Sepoys. They arrived at 
Tripetti on the Sth o f July ; but, as before, the reinforcement o f 
Sepoys furnifhed few o f the right fort to attack the mountain. Cal
liaud therefore marched with the Europeans, four companies o f 
Sepoys, and two guns, againft Carcambaddy, the way over hills and 
vallies, covered with wood, but inhabited by a people fit only for 
lkulking attacks, although of no contemptible caft, being entitled 
to the pagoda of Tripetti. They fired continually from the thickets 
and covers, and killed and wounded feveral of the line before they 
forced the firft barrier. A t the fecond, Major Calliaud with much 
difficulty got one o f the guns upon a rock, which flanked the barrier, 
and the firft difcharge, loaded with grape, killed the Polygar and 
feveral of his men, after which the detachment met no farther refif- 
tance. They were feven hours gaining their way, and arrived at three 
in the afternoon at the Polygar’s town ; which they found abandoned, 
burnt it dowm, and deftroyed the adjoining plantations. The next 
day they returned to Tripetti, and Calliaud thinking the enemy in 
the mountain would be as much difcouraged, as the renter’s people 
were elated by this fuccefs, fent all the fit men of his Sepoys, who,
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1 759. with the renter’s, did not exceed fix hundred, although Narrain
' Sauftry had twice as many, to attack the pagoda again ; which the 

‘ U enemy, after fkirmilhing three hours, abandoned, and all ran away 
to take fhelter in the hills o f Matlaver. Four of the renter’ s men 
were killed, and 20 wounded. Every thing being thus quieted in 
the neighbourhood, and no farther tidings o f the French party 
from Arcot, Calliaud fet out on his return on the 18 th with all 
the troops he had brought, excepting ten Europeans, whom he left 

with Wilcox.
N o party of Europeans had marched from Arcot again# Tripetti* 

and the report arofe from the plundering excurfion of forne Sepoys 
and horfe in the ikirts o f  Bomerauze’s country, to fecond a demand 
they were making on him of 60,000 rupees. Neverthelefs the 
advices were fo intirely credited at Madrafs, that Colonel Brereton, 
without waiting to advife with the council, ordered Major Monfon 
to move the army from Conjeveram towards Arcot, as nearer to 
fuccour whatfoever the enemy might intend to diftrefs. T h ey 
marched on the 5th ; and on the 7th in the morning appeared be
fore Covrepauk, with two 18 and two 12 pounders. This fort is 
fmall, but well-built o f Hone, and has a wet ditch, which was in 
good order. Colonel Monfon fummoned the officer, more according 
to form, than his own expe&ation o f the anfwer he received, which 
was, that, i f  the garrifon, whites and blacks, were permitted to 
retire to Arcot, the foldiers with their knapfacks, and the officers 
with their effe&s, the gate fhould be immediately delivered : the ca
pitulation was tranfafled and concluded in lefs than an hour. This 
eafy fuccefs, for the fort was worthy o f breach, gave hopes that the 
French garrifon o f Arcot would not make all the defence they 
m igh t; and as thefituation was equally near to Tripetti, the army 
advanced, and arrived in the city on the 9th. T he garrifon fhewed 
good countenance, and their artillery was fo fuperior, that nothing 
could be done, until the Engiiffi army were fupplied with a train 
from Madrafs, before which the greateft part o f the French army 
might arrive from their different cantonments to the relief of Arcot; 
and for this reafon, Major Monfon, before he received the orders of

3 • tho



the prefidency, marched back to Conjeveram ; but left 400 Euro- 175.9. 
peans or the Company s troops in Covrepauk, which fecured the re- V”“ v™—*
venues of the country between thefe two Nations. ûly‘

•^h. Pococke, waiting for the arrival o f the French fquadron, had 
continued with his own to windward o f Pondicherry, moftly at 
Negapatam, where they were plentifully fupplied with cattle by 
Captain Jofeph Smith at Tritchinopoly, who caufed them to be 
driven to the fea-coaft, out o f the obfervation o f the king o f Tanjore.
In the end o f June, a Danifh veflel arriving at Tranquebar, reported, 
that 12 fail o f French fhips were in the bay of Trincanomaly in 
Ceylon ; on which, the whole fquadron weighed on the 30th, and 
on the 3d o f July came off the mouth o f that harbour; where 
they neither faw, nor gained any tidings of, the French fhips. Mr.
Pococke then cruized off the Fryar’s Hood, the n. e. headland o f 
the Aland, which all veflels coming to the coaft of Coromandel 
at this feafon endeavour to make, and, in this ftation, met five o f the 
expedited fhips from England, with the fir ft divifion o f Coote’s regi
ment, with which he returned, and anchored on the 30th at Nega
patam ; keeping them in company until the provifions and ftores 
they had brought for the ufe o f his fquadron were taken out. T he 
prefidency received advices o f their arrival on the 5th of Auguft, and 
notwithftanding the various wants of men at this time for defence 
and attack on fhore, requefted Mr. Pococke to detain the troops, to 
ferve with him in the expected engagement with the French fqua
dron. Several advices had lately been received, that the Dutch go
vernment o f Batavia, their capital in the Eaft-Indies, were preparing 
an armament, which was to fail to the bay o f Bengal; and on the 
8th fix fhips arrived at Negapatam, having left another in the bay 
o f Trincanomaly. T h ey had on board 500 European foldiers, and 
1500 difciplined Malays, with abundance o f military ftores. Various 

reports and conjectures were formed of the deftination o f this force.
T h e  Dutch themfelves gave out, that it was chiefly intended to re
inforce their garrifons on the coaft ; and their unavowed emiflaries 
reported, that the whole were to aft as auxiliaries to the Englifh 
againft the French on the Coaft o f Coromandel. Mr, Pococke knew

how



1759. how much the military force in Bengal had been diminished by the 
^ 7 " expedition to Mafulipatam, and might fuffer by the ufual mortality of 

the climate ; and reafoning from the antipathy of the Dutch govern
ment to the great fuccefles and power which the English had lately ac
quired in Bengal, fufpected that the armament he Saw was principally 
intended to reduce their influence in that country ; and, with the 
fpirit of confiderate gallantry, and zeal for the general fuccefs of the 
public fervice, which on all occafions diftinguiflied his command, 
fent all the troops to Madrafs, recommending, that a part o f  them 
might be immediately forwarded to Bengal. They were all landed 
by the 25th, and marched in different parties, as foon as refreshed, to 
the main body at Conjeveram, where Colonel Brereton, having reco
vered from his illnefs, again took the command.

A  few days after the return of Major Calliaud from Tripetti, the 
Polygaf of Carcambaddy with his own, and a number of the Mat- 
la ver’s people, began to repair the town ; on which Enfign W ilcox 
marched with the 25 Europeans, 300 o f the Sepoys, and an iron 
three-pounder. They were galled the whole way, and obliged to 
force the three barriers in the path ; and when they came to the 
open fpot of the town, where they expected no refinance, met the 
moft, by a continual fire from the thickets round. W ilcox never
theless per filled, and, being aimed at, received at once three mulket- 
balls, and was mortally wounded. On which the troops put him 
into a dooley, and retreated, like wife bringing off the gun. The 
enemy did not follow them earneftly ; fo that the lofs was only three 
Europeans killed, and 14 Sepoys wounded.

T he French party o f Sepoys and black horfe from Arcot, had been 
beaten back by Bomerauze’s people, and lay at Lallapet, near the 
mountains, 10  miles n . w . o f Arcot, waiting an opportunity o f renew
ing their incuriion ; but were beaten up there on the 26th, by 
three companies of Sepoys, and the troops o f the renter o f Covrepauk, 
fent by Captain W ood, who commanded in the fort. The enemy 
fled at the firfl fire, leaving 70 mufkets, and 17 horfes, and the Se
poys remained to guard the nearefl pafs leading from Lallapet into 
Bomerauze’s country.

Balfaulet



Baffaulet Jung, with his army, had, in this while, continued his . 1759. 
march from Condavir to the fouth, and, having paffed OngOle, at- '
tacked the fort of Pollore, about 30 miles to the north of Nelore 
and the river Pennar, which, although out of the country of Damerla- 
Venkvtapah-naigue, was of his dependance. This fuccefs encreafed 
the fright of all the three poly gars, and o f Nazeabulla in N elore; 
and all renewed their applications to Madrafs for immediate affijft- 
ance, and the Tripetty renter was fully perfuaded, that Baffaulet Jung 
intended to get poffeffion o f the pagoda,, before the great feaft, which 
begins in the middle of September, and generally produces 2o,oool.; 
and it was known, that Baffaulet Jung was in ftrkd correfpondence 

with Pondicherry.
T o  thdfe alarms on. the north, of the province, were added others 

in the fouth. T h e detachment with Fumel which had taken Thia-r 
gar had advanced as far as Volcondah, where, after many threats 

and meffages, they had frightened the Kellidar. out o f 6a,000, rupees; 
and, during the negociation, their horfe plundered as far as the 
freights o f Utatoor. It was then reported,, thatFurnel.intended to 
advance with the whole, and take poffeffion o f the ifland of Seringa 
ham, which would give them. all. the country between Thiagar and 
Tritehinopoly. This detachment could not be oppofed in time 
from Madrafs; becaufe the interjacent country was under 
the enemy’s garrifons; and whatfoever troops might, be lent 
from hence, proceeding half way by fea againft the monfoon, and 
then through the country of Tanjore, would not enter into adlion 
in lefs than fix. weeks, and. then, if  fuccefsful, would be out o f the 
reach of recall- Tritehinopoly was the neareff fhition to make head 
againft them,; but the whole garrifon would not, in the field,, have 

been equal to the force with Fumel.
Fortunately, in. this concurrence of perplexities, the diftreffes and 

difeontent of the French army had continued'as urgent as ever, even 
after the expence of the campaign was diminiffied, by their retreat 
into quarters. In the beginning of Auguft, the whole of L ally’s re.- Auguft. 
giment,, excepting the lerjeants and corporals, and 50 of the fol- 
diers mutinied,, and marched out of the fort of Chittapet, declar
ing, that they would not return to their colours, until they had 
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r 759. received their pay, o f which many months was in arrears. Their 
officers, by furniffiing their own money, and engaging their honour 
for more, brought them back, excepting 30, who difperfed about the 
country : but this defection, which the caufe exempted from, rigorous 
puniffiment, ffiook the diiciplxne o f the whole army.

From this view o f circumftances, the Prefidency o f Madrafs re- 
folved to leave fomething to chance in the extremities, rather than 
diminiffi the fuperiority, which their force had lately acquired in 
the center of the province, by the reinforcements arrived from Eng
land, and the enemy’s detachment to the fouthward; and determined to 
employ this advantage immediately again ft Vandiwaffi, the mod: im
portant of the enemy’ s ftations between Madrafs and Pondicherry. 
Accordingly 300 Europeans, with two twelve-pounders, and all the 
flores neceffary for the attack, were fent to Chinglapett; but whilft 
on the road, and before the main body had moved from Conjeve- 
ram, arrived the Revenge, on the night o f the 10th o f September, 
with important intelligence from the fquadron.

T he Dutch at Negapatam, pretending that their armament from 
Batavia required the fervice o f  all their mafloolah boats, would {pare 
none to water the Engliffi {hips; to procure which, Mr. Pococke 
failed on the 20th with the fquadron for Trinconamalee, where com
mon boats can ply to the fhore. They anchored there on the 30th, 
but at the mouth o f the harbour; and the Revenge was fent for
ward to cruize off the Friar’ s Hood. On the 2d o f September, at 
ten in the morning, fome {hips were difcovered to the s. e . Soon 
after came down the Revenge, chafed and fired upon by one o f the 
ftrangers, which denoted them to be the long-expedled enemy. The 
Engliffi fquadron weighed immediately, and could not get within 

. cannon-ffiot o f them by fun-fet; but perceived that the number and 
Rrength o f the ffiips greatly exceeded the force they had met the 
year before.

Mr. D ’Ache having left the coaft, as we have feen, on the 3d of 
September, arrived, after thirty days fail, at the Ifle o f France, 
and found in the port a reinforcement o f three men of war, under 
the command of Mr. D ’Eguille, an officer o f experience and reputa
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tion. Several o f the Company’s veffels, but none of force, for enough 17 59. 
had been Cent before, were likewife arrived from France. The crews 
o f all tliefe fliips amounted to 5500 men, and all the provisions 
which could be colledled in the ifles, or even drawn from Mada- 
gafcar, with the fupplies fent from Europe, were inefficient to feed 
this multitude, added to the numbers already in the colony, which 
they nearly equalled. Several councils were held on this diffrefs, 
and it was at length determined to fend one o f the men o f war, 
with eight of the Company’s ffiips, which would take off between 
3 and 4000 men, to the Cape of Good Hope, where they were to 
purchafe provisions Sufficient for the Squadron in the enfuing voyage, 
and, in the mean time, the crews would be Supported without 
breaking in upon the general ftock. Thefe Ships arrived off the Cape 
in the beginning of January; and two of them had the luck to fall 
in w ith and take the Grantham, an English Eaff-India Ship, dif- 
patched from Madrafs in September. They purchafed, but at a vaft 
expence, a great quantity of grain, wine, and meat, and returned to 
the Ille o f France in April and May ; after which, the Strength o f 
four o f the Company’s fighting Ships, which had not hitherto 
mounted the number o f guns they were built for,, were armed to 
the full fcale of their conftruftion. Thefe alterations, and other 
equipments, retarded the departure o f the fquadron until the 17th 
o f July. They went firfi: to the ifle o f Bourbon, and then to Foul- 
point, in the ifland of Madagafcar, to take in fome rice, and other 
provifions, which had been procured there; and on the 30th o f 
Augufi: arrived off Batacola, a port in Ceylon, 60 miles to the fouth 
o f Trinconomaly; where they received intelligence of the Engliffi 
fquadron, and two days after came in fight o f them off Point Pedras.
T h e  land and fea-winds differing in the fame hours at different dis
tances from the fhore, the currents likewife various, fquauls, a fog, 
and contrary courfes whilft feeking each other when out of fight, 
kept them afunder, or out of immediate reach, until the 10th o f 
September, when they again fell in with one another off Fort St.
David. T h e  French, being fartheft out at fea, lay-to in a line o f 
battle a-head, their heads to the Eaff. T h e Engliffi having the 
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IJ59. wind came down a bread:, and at two in the afternoon were within 
'— gun-fhot,  when each {hip edged to get into their ftations alongfide o f  

. their alloted antagoniits.
T h e  Englifti fquadron confifted o f nine {hips o f the line, attended 

by a frigate, the Queenfborough, two o f the Company’s fhips, 
and the Protector converted to a fire {hip. The French were 11 fail 
o f the line, of which four were o f  the navy o f France, and they had 
three frigates under their lee. Difference of failing, and difappointment 
in working, prevented the Englifh from forming their line with as 
much regularity as the enemy, who were waiting for them, drawn 

up in order of battle.
T h e  French line was led by the A£tif o f 64, one o f the King’s 

fhips. She was followed by the Minotaur, another of the King’s, 
o f 74, in which Mr. D ’Aguille wore the flag of Rear-Admiral, and 
by much the flouted: fhip in the fquadron, having in her lower tier 
thirty-two-pounders, which in the French weight is equal to 40 
Englifh ; then flood three o f the Company’s fhips, the Due d’Orleans 
o f 60, tlie Saint Louis of 56, and the Vengeur o f 64. Thefe  five 
formed the van. Mr. D ’Ache, in the Zodiaque, hoifted his flag in 
the center, fupported by the Comte de Provence of 74 : the four 
others of the rear-diviflon were the Due de Bourgogne, of 56, the 
Uluftre, of 64, the Fortunee of the fame rate as the Illuftre, and 
the Centaur of 68 ; o f  which only the Illuftre was a King’ s ftiip. The 
Elizabeth of 70 led the Englifh line, followed by the Newcaftle of 
70, the Tiger o f 66, and the Grafton o f 74, in which was Rear-Ad
miral Stevens: thefe four were the van. Mr. Pococke, in the
Yarmouth of 74* was in the center, followed by the Cumberland o f 
66, the Salifbury of 56, the Sunderland of 60, and the W eym outh of 
60 clofed the rear. T h e total battery o f the French fquadron ex
ceeded the Englifh by 126 guns, and confequently by 63 in aftion.

T h e Grafton was the firft fhip up, and whilft prefenting her broad- 
fide fell a-breaft of the Zodiaque, whom Mr. Pococke, as in the 
two engagements o f the laft year, intended to referve for himfeif. 
Mr. D ’Ache immediately threw out the fignal o f battle, and began 
to fire on the Grafton, the firft {hot at 15 minutes after two ; but 
Mr. Stevens waited for the fignal of his admiral, which did not 

3 - aPPear



appear until five minutes after, when the Yarmouth was very near 1759* 
and ranged againft the Comte de Provence. The firing then be- geptember< 
came general through both lines; but the Sunderland, the laid but 
one o f  the Englifh line, failing very ill, kept back the Weymouth 
behind her. By this mifchance the Salifbury, which was much the 
weakeft fhip, being only o f 50 guns, and they only eighteen and 
nine-pounders, ranged, unfupported, againft the Illuftie, and 
fuftained likewife the fire o f the Fortune behind, which the Sun
derland fhould have taken up, at lead; in this ftate of the adlion : 
the confequence was equal to the difparity, and in 15 minutes the 
fall o f the Salifbury’s maintopgallant, and then her forefail, obliged 
her to quit the line : but by this time, the Sunderland fhooting a- 

'head, engaged the Illuftre. T he three fhips of the Englifh van, 
ahead of the Grafton, had luckily fallen foon, and in good order, 
into their ftations, and in lefs than a quarter of an hour, the A£tif, 
which was oppofed to the Elizabeth, took fire, which biought the 
crew from the" batteries, and the Elizabeth taking advantage o f their 
confufion plycd her exceftively, and foon drove her out of the line 
to extinguifh the fire: the Elizabeth ftill edging down upon 
her, was flopped by the TVhnotaur flatting forward ; which obliged 
her to haul her wind again, and this operation fhot her beyond the 
line o f aflion. The Newcaftle then took up the Minotaur, although 
a 60 to a 74; and the Tiger, o f which the Captain had been 
blamed in a former engagement, fupported the Newcaftle, by 
taking on herfelf the fire of the two next fhips. The fight between 
thefe five continued with the utmoft violence for 70 minutes ; when, 
neither the Newcaftle nor Tiger had a fail under command , on 
which Mr. Stevens, who had left the Zodiaque to Mr. Pococke, and 
had beaten the Vengeur out of the line, came between, and feeing 
the two fhips of the French line next beyond the Vengeur much 
crippled, fet forward to engage the Minotaur; and her broad-fide, 
as fhe was pafling on, drove the St. Louis out o f the line.  ̂In the 
rear, the Sunderland, which had taken up the Illuftre, was likewife 
attacked by her follower, the Fortunee; and in ten minutes, 
before fhe had fired three rounds, her mamtop-fail fell, and her
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1759. head-braces being likewife fhot away, her foretop-fail fwung a-back, 
September̂  w ^ ch made her fall a-hern of both her antagonifls. At ten mi

nutes pafl three the Count de Provence, which had flood the Yar
mouth, and was afterwards taken up by the Cumberland, likewife 
left the line to refit her rigging, as did the Duke de Bourgogne, 
which had divided her fire between the Cumberland and the Sa
lifbury, and received theirs, divided likewife in return. T h e W ey
mouth, by what accident we don’t find, was kept a-flern in the 
rear; but at three o’clock, the Salifbury came again into the engage
ment ; and, on the French fide, the Illuffre, feeing the two fhips 
before her gone, clofed up to the Zodiaque. At four, the only 
fhips engaged were the Minotaur and Due d’Orleans againfl the 
Grafton, the Zodiaque againfl the Yarmouth, the Illuflre againfl 
the Cumberland, and the Fortunee and Centaur againfl the Sa
lifbury and Sunderland. The pilot o f the Zodiaque feeing, as he 
thought, the Fortunee and Centaur going off likewife, put the 
helm a-lee without order, and, as Mr. D 'Ache  was running to 
correct him, a grape fhot carried off the flefh o f his thigh, to the 
bone; he fell fenfelefs, among!! four or five who were killed or flruck 
down with him. T h e captain of the Zodiaque had been killed 
an hour before; and the officer who took the command after Mr. 
D ’Ache fell, wore the fhip to rejoin th e . comrades which had al
ready left the line. T he Centaur, Illuflre, and Minotaur, think
ing fuch was the wall of their admiral, wore likewife, and fet fail 
to accompany him. T he Englifh fhips flill in a&ion endeavoured to 
follow them, but were foon left out o f gun-fhot, and all firing 
ceafed at ten minutes after four.

In this engagement the rear divifion fuffered much lefs than 
the van. On board the Weymouth, which clofed the rear, not 
a man was either killed or wounded, and in the Sunderland 
ahead o f her, the whole lofs was only two men killed; never- 

• thelefs the Centaur, the lafl o f the enemy’s rear, fuffered as 
much in her mails and rigging from their fire, as any of the 
other fhips of the French line, who were clofer engaged, and 
her Captain, Surville the elder, was killed. The Salifbury had 16

killed,



killed, and 40 wounded; the Cumberland 8, and 30; the Yar- 1759.

mouth 10, and 2 7 ; the Grafton 13, and 37 ; the Tiger, which 
fuffered the moft o f any, 37, and 140; the Newcaftle 26, and 
65. T h e  Elizabeth four, and twenty. In all 114 killed, and 
369 wounded. In the Newcaftle, the captain, Michie, an officer 
o f diftinguiffied gallantry, was killed ; as were Mr. Jackfon, the 
firft lieutenant of the Tiger, captain More, who commanded the 
marines in the Elizabeth, and the mafter o f the Yarmouth. Brere- 
ton, captain of the Tiger, Somerfet o f the Cumberland, the fe- 
cond lieutenant o f the Grafton, and the fourth of the Salifbury, 
were wounded. None o f the Engliffi ffiips, after the engagement, 
could fet half their fa il; and the Newcaftle and Tiger were taken 
into tow by the Elizabeth and Weymouth. The lofs o f the 
French crews was fuppofed to be equal; but when they went away 
together at fun-fet, all, excepting the Centaur, carried fheir top-fails.

T h e  uncertainty of the number o f troops which the French 
fquadrori might have brought for Pondicherry, determined the pre- 
fidency o f Madrafs to fufpend for a while the attack they had re- 
folved to make on Vandiwafh ; but to fend a part o f their troops to 
Tripaffore to fupport that part of the country againft Baflaulut Jung 
But no arguments could prevail on Major Brereton to dehft from 
the enterprize, from which he expected to acquire diftinguiffied 
honour ; and the prefidency, unwilling to check his ardour, re
frained from giving him pofitive orders to dehft.

Heavy rains had rendered the roads and rivers impaftable until 
the 26th, when the whole army marched from Conjeveram ; it had 
been reinforced with 40 men from Chinglapett, under the command 
o f Prefton, and with 100, o f 158 releafed prifoners, which had arrived 
at this garrifon on the 1 rth from Pondicherry. T he whole force was 
1500 Europeans, 80 CbfFres, and 2500 Sepoys, infantry; 100 Eu
ropean, and 700 black cavalry ; 10 field-pieces, and two eighteen- • 
pounders : and two more eighteen pounders were to join from Ching- 

lapett.
On the 27th in the morning, the horfe before the line, when 

within three miles o f Trivatore, fell in with 50 o f the French huh-
fars,,



1759. fars, who flood them, but, overpowered by numbers, were routed,
'— v— ' and eight, with an officer, taken prifoners: in the afternoon, the

September, o-arrifon o f Trivatore, which confilled only o f a captain and 22 

men of the Lorrain regiment, furrendered on the firft fummons. 
T h e main body of the enemy had advanced from Vandiwafh in 
the morning, and were halting at the village o f Parfee, fix miles 
on the road, of wrhich Colonel Brereton receiving information, 
marched on without flopping at Trivatore, and encamped near 
them ; and at midnight, the enemy moved off, and returned to 
Vandiwafh ; where, as before they took up their quarters in the 
pettahs, and under the walls of the fort, into which the governor 
Tuckeafaheb, notwithflanding the flridnefs of his alliance, was very 
averfe to admit any of the French troops, excepting fome o f their 
gunners ; and they to prevent worfe confequences, would not com
pel him. The Englifh army continuing their march the next day, 
encamped in the evening under the ledge o f rocks, which extend 
about' three miles to the N. w . o f the fort. The day after, which 
was the 29th, parties were employed in reconnoitring; but neither 
their obfervations, nor the enquiries of fpies, difcovered the real flate 

o f the enemy’s force.
On the march of Major Monfon to Arcot in the beginning o f 

Augufl, the French drew the greateft part of their Europeans from 
the garrifons o f Chittapet, Carangoly, and Outramalore, to their 
main body at Vandiwafh, from whence the whole had advanced as 
far as Trivatore, when Monfon, finding the attack o f Arcot 
impracticable, returned to Conjeveram,: on his retreat, they 
detached 100 Europeans to reinforce Arcot, and fent back the 
troops which they had drawn from the three other garrifons ; which 
reduced the European infantry that returned to Vandiwafh to 600 ; 
but the whole o f the European cavalry, who were 300, went with 
them. The fame alarm for Arcot had led Mr. L ally  to recall the 
detachment to the fouthward with Vifcount Fumel, who were 
then before Volcondah ; but Fumel, not having levied the con
tribution he expected, delayed to obey the orders, and, on Mon- 
fon’s retreat, wras permitted to peril ft, and had time to finifh.

During



During the delay between the firft refolution, and the prefent ^759^  
morion of the Englifh army to attack Vandiwafh, the government 
of Pondicherry obtained fome uncertain intelligence of the in
tention, and again reinforced the main body there with 400 men 
from the adjacent gamfons. They likewife again recalled Fumel, 
and more than half his detachment were arrived at Pondicherry, 
from whence they were at this time advancing towards Vandiwafh, 
and aTk was reported, under the command of M h Bufly. Major 
Brereton received intelligence of the approach of this party, but no 
information that the troops from the other garrifons were arrived at 
Vandiwafh ; and thus computing the whole number aflembled there, 
including the cavalry, inftead' of 1300, to be only 900 Europeans, to 
which his own force was nearly double, thought no time fhould be loft 
before the arrival of the detachment they expe&ed from Pondicherry, 
and determined to attack them in their quarters on the night of the 
2Qth which was the next after that of his arrival before Vandiwafh.

There were three pettahs under the fort, lying to the w., the s., 
and the e . ; the w. at 150, the s. at 220, and the E. at the diftance 
o f 170 yards. The fouth pettah contained the houfes of the more 
opulent inhabitants, and was inclofed on the e . s. and w. by a 
mud rampart, which on the s. fide had circular projedions to ferve as 
baftions ; but the north fide next the efplanade was left open, that the 
guns of the fort might preferve their command on the ftreets and 
houfes The pettah to the eaft commenced oppofite to the N. e . angle, 
and extending 650 yards, covered the eaft ltde of the. fort, of the ef
planade, and of the pettah to the fouth. The weftern pettah ex
tended only along the breadth of the efplanade to the fouth ; it had 
for fome time been abandoned, and was in ruins, and moft of the 
natives, on the approach o f the Englifh army, had quitted their ha
bitations in the other two. The French cavalry lay in the eaftern 
pettah. Their infantry were under fheds and tents in the covered 
way and on the efplanade to the fouth, and they kept guards on 
the ramparts of the fouth pettah ; but none as they ought, in the 
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17.59. A  thoufand Europeans, including a company of 80 CofFrees, and 

September ^ undred SeP°.ys, were allotted to ferve in the attack : they were 
divided into three diviiions ; the hr ft led by Major Monfon, was to 
aflault the Couth face o f the Couth pettah, and having entered, were to 
advance through the ftreets to the efplanade,where the main body of the 
French troops were lying; who at the Came time were to be attacked 
on the right by the Cecond divifion, advancing out o f  the pettah to 
the weft : this divifion was commanded by Major Robert Gordon. 
The third Major Brereton commanded himfelf, as the referve for 
occafions, and they took poft under a ridge which runs parallel to 
the weft face of the Couth pettah, but farther back on the plain than 
tne pettah allotted to Gordon s divifion. The European and black 
horfe were to halt a mile in the rear o f Brereton’s. The reft o f  
the troops were left to guard the camp. Monfon’s divifion confifted 
of 360 Europeans, o f whom 200 were grenadiers, all that were in the 

-army, and they had one company o f Sepoys as attendants:. Gordon’ s 
were 200 Europeans, and 80 CofFrees : Brereton’s 360 Europeans
and 500 Sepoys. Each of the three divifions had two excellent brafs 
fix-pounders.

T he pettah to the South has three principal, ftreets, which in- 
terfed it intirely from north to fouth, and feveral others in the 
lame diredion, of lliorter extent; nor are any of the crofs-ftreets 
from eaft to weft regularly pervious from one wall to the other, 
and Come of them are only fhort communications between the 
ftreets in the other diredion : fo that many dodging advantages 
might be taken by knowledge of their different bearings and inter-* 
fedions. A t two in the morning, the head o f Monfon’s divifion 
approached towards the gateway on the fouth face of the pettah, and 
were challenged and declared by two or three Sepoys advanced on 
the plain to look o u t ; on which the guards on the ramparts began 
to fire. The gateway was in a return o f the rampart from the left, 
and the road to it lay under the reft of the rampart to the right, fo 
that the two field-pieces which were advancing at the head of the 
line could not batter the gate at lefs than 130 yards, without 
being immediately under the fire of this part o f the rampart, which
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with the uncertainty and delay of their effect in the dark, deter- 17^9.
mined Colonel Monfon to try the wall at once. It had neither ditch ft— v~ ''

V . . .  oeptember,
nor pallifade before it, and the firft grenadiers lighted upon a part, 
which, for want of repair, permitted them to fcramble up, and 
being followed by more, they drove the enemy before them, opened 
the gate, and let in the main body o f the divifion. The gate entered 
upon the principal ftreet of the three which leads through the pettah 
, to the efplanade ; and the other two are about 50 yards on each 
hand. The troops, as they came in, firft ranged along the ground 
between the wall and the habitations, which was broad ; and then 
formed into three columns, one in each o f the ftreets; but the two 
field-pieces moved at the head of the center column. A ll the three 
advanced very deliberately, keeping as nearly as poflible on the fame 
parallel, the two outer columns fending frnall parties into the crofs 
ftreets on their outward flanks to diflcdge the enemy from whatfoever 
pofts their fire came, which, although not ftrong from any, was 
frequent and from feveral ; but the greateft annoyance was from 
two field-pieces’ at the edge o f the efplanade, firing down the center 
ftreet. However, they were at length filenced by the two field-pieces, 
with the center column. Firing had been heard on the ground al
lotted to Gordon’s divifion, but foon ceafed. In an hour and a half 
the three columns arrived at the openings on the efplanade, where 
to their furprize they met no farther refiftauce; and difappointed 
o f the affiftance they expected from ,Gordon’s divifion, it was re- 

folved to wait for day-light, and in the mean time to throw up a 
barricade at the head o f the center-ftreet, which for want of proper 
tools was very infufficiently performed. Their lofs hitherto was not 

ten killed and wounded.
A  Iky rocket was the fignal for Gordon’s divifion to advance from 

xhe weftern pettah, and it was fired as foon as Monfon’s had entered 
the fouthern. The troops o f Gordon’s had, for fear of difcovery, 
kept on the fide of the pettah fartheft from the efplanade, but Pref- 
ton and two or three more officers had examined the ftreets, which 
were very harrow, and beyond on the efplanade, where they found 
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1 759. the ground rugged, and interrupted with {loughs and {landing water. 
g But Gordon not having acquired any diftindt ideas from their report,

boggled, and was confafed in the orders he gave. At length it was 
underftood, that the troops, as foon as they had palled through the- 
pettah, were to form on the efplanade in divifions, which would be 
15 in front. The felect picquet o f 40 picked’men, commanded by 
Lieutenant Dela Douefpe, who were to lead the attack, were foon 
through, and formed, and advancing. Gordon him felf was to 
march at the head o f the - main body, but he was not to be 
found when it was ranging on the efplanade ; and Prefton, his fecond, 
not knowing the motives of his abfence, would not venture to take 
his pod ; and thus the whole were hopped, waiting his return. The 
picquet marched with recovered arms, and without dropping a {hot, 
until they came to the angle of the fouthern pettah, where the 
rampart had a fhoulder, on which were mounted two pieces of cannon, 
which by the direction o f the fheets could not be turned to any fer- 
vice in-the fight behind them ; and it {horrid feem that the enemy 
had difcovered the fituation and intention o f Gordon’s attack, for a 
confiderable body of infantry were waiting at the angle, fome on the 
rampart, and others at the edge of the houfes below; who, as loon 
as the picquet were within a- few yards, fuddenly threw a number 
of blue lights, which difcovered them intirely, and were inftantly 
followed by a ftrong- running fire of mulketry, and the dilcharge of 
the two pieces of cannon; but the whole of the execution was 
from the mulketry, for as the picquet was aim oft under the rampart, 
the cannon could not point low enough, and fired over their heads. 
Douefpe returned the fife with difparity o f fituation*, and greater o f 
numbers, but would not retreat without orders, and was not with
out hopes of being immediately joined by the main body o f the di- 
vifion, efpecially as the two pieces which accompanied it, began to 
anfwerthe two guns on the rampart. But his expectations o f farther 
fupport were vain. The {hot of the two guns from the rampart fell near' 
the main body whilft formmg, and fome mulketry fired upon them 
from the covered way of the f-'*-' on which the So coffees all ran 
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- back into the pettah, and through it, quite away, and the Euro- 1759*
pea;is not led on, and having nothing effectual to fire upon, foon September
broke and went off likewife, leaving the picquet, and the field- 
pieces {till engaged. But Prefton, for.Gordon was not yet to be found, 
knowing the determination o f the picquet to perfevere, ran fingly to 
them, and brought them back to the pettah, where they joined the 
officers deferted by all the reft of the troops : but the artillery
men, animated by the well-known refolution of their commandant 
Captain Robert Barker, frill ftood by him and their guns. The fugitives 
not all equally frightened, made their way to the referved divifton 
with Brereton, who on the firft notice, ran unaccompanied to the 
pettah from whence they were coming, and in the ftrong impulfe 
of indignation, ran the firft man he met through the body; 
unfortunately he was one of the braveft in the-army; fo that 
this example carried little influence, and left none to exhorta
tion, and very few obeyed his call; with whom he went as far as 
the two guns, which Barker was ftill firing, and by this counte
nance had deterred the enemy from making a pufh, which would 
eafily have taken them ; but Brereton, fenfible of the ritk to which 
they were expofed, ordered him to draw them off into the pettah, 
from whence they joined the referve at the ridge. Thus all were 
gone before the firing ceafed in the fouthern pettah, where Gordon 
with four or five of the fugitives £0011 after appeared, coming in 
at the gate to the fouth, where Monfon’s diviiion had entered.

T h e day broke, and the enemy’s fire recommenced and encreafed 
with the light. The gunners, whom the Kellidar had admitted 
into the fort, plied the cannon on the towers op polite to the 
three ftreets, to the head of which Monfon’s diviiion had ad
vanced ; and with the field-pieces on the efplanade, their fire was 
from 14 guns all within point blank, from the fort at 300, from 
the field-pieces at 100 yards. The return was from the two 
field-pieces at the head of the center-ftreet, and from platoons of 
mulketry in the other two. The difparity was fevere, and could 
not be long- maintained. The officers ordered the men not employ-
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1759. ed, to take fhelter under the Iheds proje&ing before the walls o f  the 

September" ^ou ês t l̂e enfiladed ftreets; the fheds, as in the other towns o f 
Coromandel, were feparated from each other by partitions of brick or 
mud : fome withdrew into the crofs ftreets immediately behind. 
Neverthelefs, all who appeared were fo exceffively galled, that it was 

neceffary to retreat; but from the continual hope o f  fupport from, 
the two divilions without, Major Monfon wiflied not to quit the 
conteft until the laft extremity. In the middle o f the pettah is 
a continuation o f ftreets leading quite acrofs it, although not in a 
ftreight line, from the eaft to the weft fide, where the laft ends upon 
the area of a pagoda, in which a party had been pofted, and the wound

ed were iheltered andferved. The columns were ordered to retire into this
line of the crofs-ftreets, where all, according to the breadth of the main 
ftreets, might fire down them, and immediately difappear, until loaded 
and ready to fire again. This movement ftaggered the enemy, for they 
could do no more, i f  they continued on the efplanade at the other 
extremity of the ftreets ; and i f  they advanced along them, would be 
expofed in deep columns. Neverthelefs, confident in their numbers, 
and preffing to decide before the Englifh troops fhould be reinforced 
from without, they began and maintained this fight with great 
fpirit and activity, until they were convinced it could not fucceed; on 
which they fent off their rears, which brought two of their field- 
pieces from the efplanade, and with them marched along a ftreet ad
joining to the weftern wall of the pettah,which led them to the pagoda 
towards this end o f the crofs-ftreets : which the guard immediately 
abandoned, leaving fome o f the wounded in the pagoda ; haying fe- 
cured this ftation, the party advanced the field-pieces along the line 
o f the crofs ftreets, firing and taking in flank the whole o f Monfon’s 
divifion, againft which the attack in front likewife continued, and with 
encreafing vivacity: and in a very little while the remaining field-piece 
of the divifion was difabled : on which the men began to lofe courage, 
and Monfon confulting his fecond, Major Calliaud, they refolved to 
retreat and take poft againft the fouthern wall of the pettah. The 
grenadiers of one o f the Company’s battalions were to halt near the 
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gateway, but feeing it open, marched out into the plain, quickening i ^cq. 
their pace at every ftep. Major Calliaud, who was near, inftead of v -‘ 
calling after them, followed, and running beyond, flopped fuddenly ScPUmb£r* 
before them, and cried, “  Halt.” The inftincft of difcipline pre
vailed. They obeyed, and forming as he ordered, faced, and, luckily 
for themfelves, followed him into the pettah. Major Monfon met 
him at the gate, and, in the midfl of much vexation, thanked him 
with much cordiality; but faid, that the whole body, ftill clofely 
preffed by the enemy, were faultering too fall to be trufled any 
longer; and that it was better to lead them off in order, than rifque 
their going off in confufion of their own accord. The exhortations 
o f their commanders encouraged them to keep their ranks ; the Se
poys marched in front, helping to carry off the wounded, and fif
teen prifoners. T h e enemy, by unaccountable overfight, did not 
follow them into the plain ; but were contented with firing from the 
w a ll: about half a mile from which, the line halted in a grove, and 
in a little while perceived Major Brereton’s and Gordon’s divifions, 
with the European and black horfe,. the Sepoys, and two field- 
pieces, advancing round to join them ; at the fame time, they faw 
the whole body of the enemy’s European cavalry, 300 riders, ap- - 
proaching from the eaftern pettah, where they had remained-in ex
pectation of an opportunity of cutting off their retreat, which, from 
want of alertnefs, they loft, -and could not venture to attack after 
Brereton appeared. The whole returned to the bank, where Brere
ton’s divifion had taken poft, and in the afternoon from thence to 
the camp, without moleftation or alarm. The lofs, on the imme
diate review, appeared to be 12 officers, and 195 rank and file, 
killed, wounded, and taken prifoners. The Lieutenants Minns and 
Latour were the only officers; but, it was fuppofed, that 70 rank 
and file were killed ; and that, of this number, 50 fell in the pettah.
T h e  eagernefs of performing fome diftinguiihed fervice before Colonel 
Coote fhould arrive* and fuperfede him in the command o f the army, 
urged Colonel Brereton to make this attack, which was much 
more hardy than judicious, even if  the enemy had not been re

inforced. .
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1759. in forced. However, the great gallantry and the inferior numbers 
v— ' of the body which fuftained the greateft part of the lofs, rather 

‘ Uaibcr’ encreafed than diminillied the confidence of the army. The enemy 
(offered, as much, having 200 killed and wounded. Mainville, who 
commanded againft'Lawrence at Tritchinopoly, juft before the truce 
in 1754, and two Captains, were killed.

The two fquadrons anchored on the 11 th, the day after they had en
gaged each other ; the Englilh in the road o f Negapatam, the French 4 
leagues farther to the fouth, who being much lefs difabled, were 
ready to fail again on the 13 th; and two days after, anchored in the road 
of Pondicherry. The ftiips immediately landed whatfoever fupplies 
they had brought for the fervice of the colony ; the treafure amount
ed only to 16000 pounds in dollars, and the diamonds taken in the 
Grantham, were worth 17000 pounds. The troops were only 180 
men. Mr. D ’Ache would not go afhore, and fignified his inten

tion of failing immediately for the iflands. The feafon, although 
advanced, was not yet dangerous, nor were his ftiips more.hurt than 
the Englifh ; but this refolution rofe from intelligence o f the four 
men of war, which were coming with Rear-Admiral Cornifh to join 
Mr. Pococke, and who might arrive every day. Accordingly, early 
in the morning of the 19th, Mr. D ’Ache made the fignal for weigh
ing, and all the Ihips loofed their top-iails,

T h e fupplies they had brought were fo much lefs than the wants 
and hopes of the colony, that difappointment appeared in every 
face; but the fight of the ftiips getting under fail, in 24 hours after 
their arrival, fpread univerfal Confternation, and excited the utmoft 
indignation. A ll the military officers, the principal inhabitancy and 
even the clergy, aflembled at the governor’s, and immediately 
formed themfelves into a national council; which unanimoully de
creed, that the precipitate departure of the fquadron muft produce 
the moft detrimental confequences to the interefts o f the ftate, as 
holding out to all the powers of the country an opprobrious ac
knowledgement that they had been entirely defeated in the laft en
gagement, and could not ftand another ; and that they utterly de-
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fpaired of every thing on fhore. I11 confequence of this deliberation, r759* 
a pro ted: was immediately drawn, declaring Mr. D ’Ache refponfible odober* 
for the lofs o f the colony, fuch were the words, and refolving to 
complain to the King and minidry, and demand public judice of 
has conduit. The fhip Due d’Orleans was by fome accident  ̂ de
tained in the road, after the others were under fail, and the com
mander was charged to deliver the proted to Mr. D ’Ache, and a 
copy to every commander in the fquadron, which were twelve 
leagues out at fea when the Due d’Orleans joined them. Mr.
D ’Ache immediately held a general council o f his captains, and 
on the 22d anchored again in the road of Pondicherry; and came 
adiore to confult with Mr. Lally and the government. On the Z5th, 
in the morning, the Englifh fquadron, coming from Negapatam, 
appeared {landing in line of battle into the road, but driving by the 
current to the northward. A ll the French diips weighed, but 
hawled the wind clofe, which being at w. s. w. kept them at their 
firft didance from the Englifh, which they had it in their power to 
bear down upon, and engage. Mr. Pococke, unable to get up to 
them, kept his line o f battle until the evening, when he continued 
his courfe, and'anchored on the 27 th at Madrafs. Mr. D ’Ache dill 
infilled on returning as foon as poflible to the iflands; and the go
vernment of Pondicherry unwillingly compromifed for his depar
ture, on condition that he Ihould leave all the CofFrees ferving in the 
fquadron, which were 400, and 500 Europeans, either Tailors or 
marines; who were accordingly landed, and he failed away on the 
30th of September. Mr. Dally, with his ufual fpleen, called the E u
ropeans > feum ofthe fea; and, indeed, mod o f them for a while 
could be fit for little more than to do duty in the town, whild the 
regular troops kept the field.

T h e  animpfity of Mr. Dally to Mr. Buny had continued, without 
remidion f he even employed his emidaries to perfnade Mr. Bufiy to 
make him a prefent of money, as a certain means o f reconciliation ; 
intending to life the proffer as a confedion o f Mr. Budy’s delin
quency, o f  which he was every where feeking proofs. ' Mcannels

and



1759. and ambition were never more ftridly united than in this defign.
Mr. Buffy, having remitted his fortune to Europe, offered his credit, 
i f  employed in community with the government of Pondicherry 
and Mr. Lally’s, to raife money for the public fervice ; but treated 
the hints of the other propofal, as the defperate zeal of his adherents 
unwarranted by himfelf. They faw one another but feldom, but 
were obliged to correfpond on public affairs. The letters of Mr. 
Tally were replete with fufpicion, jealoufy, infinuation, artifice, in- 
folence, farcafm, and w it ; Mr. Bully’s, with fagacity, caution, de
ference, argument, profound knowlege, the juffefh views o f  affairs, 
and the wifeft means to promote their fuccefs: and Mr. L ally  him 
felf, whilff he pretended to ridicule, refpeded the extent o f his 
talents. Their diffention was in this {fate, when the arrival o f a 
frigate from France on the 20th of Augulf brought orders from the 
king and minilfry, recalling all the intermediate officers, who had 
been fent with commiffions fuperior to Mr. Bully’ s, and appointing 
him fecond in the command, and to fucceed to it after Mr. Lally. 
This diftindion produced a more civil intercourfe, and Mr. L ally , 
with feeming complacence, alked the affifiance of his counlels. The 
firlf he gave wTas the moll; obnoxious he could. Rajahfaheb, the 
unfortunate but infignificant fon of Chundahfaheb, had lately found 
means to perfuade Mr. Lally to appoint him Nabob o f the Car
natic ; and the ceremony had been performed with olfentation, in the 
month of July, both at Arcot and Pondicherry. This promotion, 
without the participation of Salabadjing, the Subah o f the Decan, 
was a public renunciation of his alliance, and might be improved by 
Nizamally to confirm him in the mterells of theEnglilh. T h e  approach 
ofBalTaulut Jung on the northern confines of the Carnatic appeared 
to Mr. Bully a refource, not only to re-eifablilh the former union 
with Salabadjing, but likewife to {Lengthen the immediate opera
tions of the French army, by offering Baflaulut Jung the government 
of the Carnatic and its dependencies under the fandion of Salabad
jing, on condition that he would join them with his troops. Mr. 
Lally at firlf revolted, again!! the idea ; and his averfion to it was
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imputed not more to his jealoufy of the importance which Mr. 1759. 
Bully would regain, by his influence with a prince long accuftomed oiTobcr 
torelpeft his character, than to his own obligations to Rajahfaheb, 
who it was faid had pur chafed his appointment. However, Mr. Lally 
had confented, that Mr. Bully fhould march with a detachment 
to join Baflaulut Jung, and conclude the negotiation, when the 
French fquadron failed away from Pondicherry, where news 
arrived the fame day o f the a&ion at Vandiwalh, which Mr.
Hally, as a complete victory, fired a hundred guns round the 
ramparts o f Pondicherry, and wrote magnificent accounts o f the 
fuccefs to every man of confequence within or near the province.

Mr. Bully arrived at Vandiwalh on the 5th o f  Odlober. The 
Englilh army had left their encampment in fight of this place the 
day before ; they halted two days at Trivatore, during which heavy 
rains and the bad quality o f the only water they had to drink brought 
licknefs upon the camp, which cauled Major Brereton to quit this 
poll, and repair to Conjeveram, where they arrived on the 7th.
On the fame day, Mr. Bully marched from Vandiwalh with all the 
troops encamped there, reinforced from other parts to 1500 European 
foot and 300 horfe, befides the black horfe : he expelled the Englilh 
might wait, and give battle, but they were gone ; and the garrifon 
left in Trivatore, which was only ten Europeans, and a company of 
Sepoys, furrendered to him at difcretion. Draughting 150 of the 
European horfe, and 400 foot, to accompany him to Baflaulut Jung, 
he fent back the reft o f the army to Vandiwalh, and arrived at Arcot 
on the 10th ; where he was detained feveral days, by the rains o f 
the monfoon.

Baflaulutjung advancing from Polore gave out that he would attack 
Nelore ; but when he came near the Pennar quitted the fbuthern 
road, and, turning to the weft, encamped on the 1 oth o f September 
on the plains of Sangam, a town with feveral pagodas on the bank 
o f  the river, 16 miles from Nelore. Here he fummoned Nazeabulla 
and the three greater Polygars, to come and pay their obeifl’ance to 
him in perfon. Nazeabulla contrived to make him believe magnified
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1759* cannon, which were ranged in front of the camp, facing the
oaober. noit^’ from whence alone the appearance of the English army 

could be expected. The night paffed without riot or confuiion.
In the mean time, exprefles were fent to Pondicherry, where the 

whole council immediately aftembled at Mr. Lally’s, who accufed 
them all, as the inftigators o f the revolt; but produced 10,000 pa
godas out of his cheft, and fent them by the Vifcount Fumel, with 
the promife of a general pardon to the troops. T he council likewife 
gave affurances, that the whole arrears Should be difcharged in a 
month, and fent their plate to the mint, as an earned:, which 
example was followed by many o f the inhabitants. Fumel arrived 
early in the morning of the 20th at the camp of the troops, who 
had moved iix miles farther on to the weftward, towards A m i : He 
was permitted to confer with their chiefs, whom he harangued on 
the obvious topics of defertion, difhonour, and the deftruaion of all 
the French interefrs in India, and thought them fufficiently relented 
to appeal to- the whole ; who, according to his requeft, affembled 
round him on the plain, to the number o f 2000 men. He gave 
hints of the money and pardon ; and his representations had well- 
nigh converted them, when 70 or 80, who were the defperate mu
tineers, and had kept away from the affembly, rufhed in with there 
bayonets fixed, and faid, that nothing could be determined without 
their confent, which Should never be given to a reconciliation before 
they had received every farthing of their arrears. Fumel, thinking 
neither their number or violence fufficient to revoke the impreffion 
he had made, broke up the affembly, Signifying, that he Should re-, 
turn to VandiwaSh, and wait there three hours for their determi
nation, before he returned to Pondicherry. W ithin the time the 
anfwer came ; the Serjeant La Joye was a fenfible man, and difap- 
proving, although he commanded the revolt, prevailed on them to 
be content with receiving fix months pay immediately, the reft in a 
month, and a general amnefty, Signed by IVlr. L ally , and all the 
members of the council o f Pondicherry. Accounts were imme
diately begun ; and, whilft waiting for them and the return of mef-
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fengers from Pondicherry, the troops continued abroad with the 1759. 
fame regularity as before, und cr his command. The pardon arrived, 
and the money was paid on the aid; in the morning, and the whole 
body, excepting 30 who had deferred, marched back under the com
mand of their former officers to Vandiwafh, where before evening 
the whole camp was enlivened with dances and jollity, as if  after 

fome fignal fuccefs.
Mr. Bufly, on the fir ft intelligence o f the revolt, refolved to pro

ceed no farther, until he faw the event. The difcontent caught the 
troops he had taken with him, and he was obliged to appeafe them 
by a month’s pay, and then to wait, until the money to make up 
the fix months, as to the reft of the army, was remitted from Van
diwafh ; and before he refumed his march, feveral incidents had 
happened, which neceffitated him to change the ftate of his detach
ment, and the rout he intended to take.

As foon as the Englifh army, returning from their unfuccefsful 
attempt at Vandiwafh, arrived at Conjeveram, 200 Europeans, with 
two field-pieces, 200 black horfe, and 500 Sepoys, were detached 
under the command of Captain More, towards the encampment 
of Baffaulut Jung at Sidaporum; they were to be joined in the 
way by the fix companies of Sepoys at Tripetti, by 1000 be
longing to Nazeabullah at Nelore, and by the Europeans in both 
thefe places, who were about 70. This force was intended to 
follow and harrafs Baffaulut Jung’s army, i f  they fhould march 
round to meet and join Mr. Bufly ; but it was the 15th of O&ober 
before they reached Kalaftri, where the troops from Tripetti arrived 
the fame day, but thofe from Nelore had not yet advanced. T he 
two Polygars, Bangar Yatcham and Damerla Venkatypettah, terri- 
fied by the cavalry of Baffaulut Jung at their borders, and doubtful 
o f  the diftant protection o f the Englifh troops, temporized, and ac
cording to his fummons went to his camp, accompanied by Sampe- 
trow. This man, who has been formerly mentioned, came into the 
province with the Nabob Anwarodean Khan, and had ferved as his 
Duan, or prime-mhiifter, until his death ; after which, he was fbme-
times confblted and employed,.but never trufted, by Mahomedally , and

had



I-759* a little before the fiege ofMadrafs retired with his wealth, which
was- confiderable, to Kalaftri. His difguft to the prefent Nabob had 
attached him to Maphuze Khan, who hill continued helplefs and 
difcontented, endeavouring to keep up the dilturbances which he had 
created in the Tinivelly countries. An officer deputed by them 
both went to Baffaulut Jung, as foon as it was known that he had 
feparated from his brothers, Salabadjing and N izam ally; and it is 
laid, feconded the advice of the French in his fervice, to enter the 
Carnatic, but with very different views ; for Sampetrow, who ma
naged the intrigue, intended that Baffaulut Jung Ihouid proclaim 
himfelf Nabob, and appoint him his Duan ; forefeeing that the 
concerns of his countries nearer the Kriftna would foon call him 
away ; when he intended that Baffaulut Jung Ihould nominate Ma
phuze Khan his deputy in the Carnatic, and Sampetrow continuing 
Duan, would, by his afcendance over Maphuze Khan, gather the 
Whole power of the government into his own hands. W hen it was 
objected what engagements were to be taken or kept with the French, 
Sampetrow faid, None, if  poffible, with either them or the Englilh; 
but, if  neceffitated to chufe, Maphuze Khan was at lead equally free 
from prediledtion to either. As a fpecimen of his own abilities for 
the lituation to which he afpired, he perfuaded the two Polygars to 
make each of them a prefent of 40,000 rupees in ready money, and 
added the fame fum of his own. This alfiftance was very much 
wanted, and gave recommendation to his counfel, of which he was 
expedting the effect, when an officer of the firft diftindtion in Saia- 
hadjing’s court, and the confident o f Nizamally, arrived in the 
camp, with offers o f friendfhip, reconciliation, and grants, to dif- 
fuade Bafiaulut Jung from entering into any alliance with the 
French againft the Englilh. Nizamally forefaw, that the Itandard 
of his brother, as the foil of Nizamalmuluck, with the force he com
manded, and his refources, if  adting in conjunction with the French 
an the Carnatic, might turn the fortune of the war in their favour j 
.and, 111 their fuccefs, he law and dreaded, with abomination, the 
.reltoration o f Mr. Buffy to the councils of Salabadjing, as the ruin 
of his own ambition. Baffaulut Jung inclined to the advice of Sam- 

1 petrow,



petrow, and would probably have advanced Into the plains o f the 1759s 
Carnatic, w ith equal profeffions to the French and Englhh, i f  the oiiuber. 
Englifh troops had not arrived as they did at Kalaftri. Their ap
pearance difconcerted him the more, becaufe the commander of the 
French troops in his army, and the agent deputed to him from 
Pondicherry, had, with as much confidence as imprudence, allured 
him, before he eroded the Pennar, that Mr. Bully would join him 
at Sydaporum on the iff of October. It was now the 19th, and 
Baffaulut Jung, fo long difappointed, would not at length believe 
that Mr. Bully had even left Pondicherry ; when reports arrived of' 
the revolt at Vandiwalh ; on which, he beat his great drum, re- 
croffed the Pennar, and marched to the n. w . into the country of 
Cudapah, towards the capital of the fame name. The French troops 
accompanied him, diffreffed for neceffaries; but their officers pre
vailed on him to requeft of Mr. Buffy, that he would immediately 
advance and join him in Cudapah. Mr. Bully received this intelli
gence on the 24th, and fet out the fame day ; but, as more than half 
the way he had to pafs was through the mountains, he took with 
him only three companies of Sepoys, 100 o f the European horfe, and 
200 black under a good partizan, which he had enlifted at his, 
own expence at Arcot, becaufe thofe he had brought from Vandi
walh were gone off for want of pay. They marched without artil
lery, and with very little baggage.

T h e monfoon, with figns o f ftormy weather, warned Admiral 
Pococke to quit the coaft : the prefidency endeavoured to perfuade 
him to leave fuch of his Ihips as did not require the dock, in the 
bay of Trinconamalee ; from whence they might return with the 
fair weather in January, ready to oppofe any part of the French fqua- 
dron, which might be fent back expeditioully from the iflands, in 
order to command the coal! during the abfence of the Englifh ; but 
M r. Pococke judiciouily refolved not to diminilh his ffrength, until he 
had rounded Ceylon, and was far enough up the Malabar coaft to 
be fure the enemy were not waiting to meet him there, under this 
v e r y  difadvantage: but promifed, as foon as fecure from this event,.,

to lend round Mr. Corniftfs Hups, if  they lhould join him in the
way..



1759. wav. On the 16th, the Revenge, which had been left cruizing to
^le ôutllward’ came '1!1 wit  ̂ intelligence that {he had on the 8th 
fallen in with Mr. Cornifh’s divifion, and three Indiatnen, having 
on board Colonel Coote, with 600 men, the remainder of his regi
ment, and that they were beating up to Madrafs. Mr. Pococke 
failed, with his fquadron, at break of day on the x8th, and the fame 
night met Mr. Cornifti’s off Pondicherry : he immediately put fuch 
o f the troops as were on board the men of war into the Queenfbo- 
rough frigate, and lent her away, with the three Indiamen, to Ma
drafs ; where they did not arrive until the 27th, taking ten days 
againft the monfoon to gain what with it might have been run in as 
many hours. As foon as the troops were landed, 200 from the camp 
were embarked, in five Indiamen, for Bengal, with Major Calliaud, 
whom Colonel Clive had requefted might be fent to take the com
mand of the army in that province, i f  Colonel Coote fhould be de
tained to ferve on the coaft. Sixty Europeans had been fent a few 
days before to Mafulipatam ; but thefe detachments were partly com- 
penfated by another exchange o f prifoners with Pondicherry, from 
whence 170, all that remained there, were delivered, and arrived 
on the 17 th at Madrafs.

The laft exchange before this in Auguft had cleared Tritchinopoly 
o f the remainder of the French prifoners in confinement there. The 
numbers which, on differentiucceffes, had been brought into the city, 
were 670, all taken during the campaigns of Colonel Lawrence, 
ynder the walls of the city; hut only 400 were remaining to be re
leafed, in the late exchanges : o f the reft moft had died ; 30 had been 
fent on their offer o f  enlifting to ferve with Mahomed Ifloof in the 
countries of Madura and Tinivelly; and the others, who, although 
foreigners were not Frenchmen, had been admitted to ferve in the 
garrifon of Tritchinopoly, which, the final clearance o f its dungeons 
releafed from the fevereft and moft anxious part o f their duty. 
The detachment of 90 men fent from Madrafs, arrived at the city on 
the 26th of Auguft. The Dutch at Negapatarn would not let them 
land in their bounds, which obliged them to come on fhore in the open 
town of Nagore, where they would have been expofed to rilque, i f  
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there had been a ftrong force in the French fort of Karical. W ith  1759’ 
this reinforcement the garrifon had 250 eftimated Europeans, mo Qftober. 
o f whom were invalids, deferters, or topaffes, and 3000 Sepoys; 
and the Nabob ftill maintained his 1000 horfe, which had afforded 
parties fufficient to fecurc the revenues of the diftrids of Tritchinopoly 
fouth o f the Coleroon, of Seringham on the other fide, and even farther 
on toYolcondah, before the detachment with Fumel had extended the 
authority o f the French government as far as Utatoor. The inter
mediate villages, of which the French had lately taken poffeffioih had 
remained for many months before unmolefted, and were flourifhing; 
and, as foon as it was known that Fumel was returning fromVolcon- 
dah to Pondicherry, Captain Jofeph Smith detached Captain Richatd 
Smith, with 180 Europeans, four guns, 800 Sepoys, and 500 of 
the Nabob’ s horfe, to recover the country that had been loft.
T h ey  marched on the 18th of September; but had only crofted 
the Coleroon, when news of the arrival o f the French fquadron 
at Pondicherry alarmed the Nabob fo much, that, to quiet his 
apprehenfions, all the Europeans, with 600 of the Sepoys, were • 
recalled into the c ity ; but the horfe, with the other 200 Sepoys, 
went on to Utatoor. Colonel Brereton, when determined to 
march againft the French at Vandiwafh, had enjoined Jofeph Smith 
to undertake fome enterprize which might draw off a part of their 
force from their ftations towards the Paliar, and oblige them to de
tain to the fouthward, what might be at this time in thofe quarters. 
his letters arrived on the 6th of Oaober. J. Smith had for fome time 
meditated an attempt to retake Devi Cotah by furprize, to give the 
fquadron a certain Ration, from which they might be fupphed with 
water and provifions, without begging leave, as it were, of the Danes 
and D utch.'The opportunity was at this time probable ; for, confiding 
in the remotenefs of its fituation from any of the Englifh ftations, and 
w anting troops in other parts, Mr. Lally had reduced the garrifon to 
20 Europeans and 100 Sepoys; and the Coleroon, which difem- 
boffueth into the fea near Devi Cotah, was at this time full and rapid.
On the night o f  the 9th, Captain Richard Smith, with 140 Europeans 
and Topafles, 300 Sepoys, two petards, and fome healing ladders,
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1759. embarked in two large boats, which ferved as ferries over the Cole-

©fiobcr roon’ and t^ rteen wicker, covered with leather, which are like-
wife ufed on the fame river. Lieutenant Horne, with 500 Sepoys, 
and two field-pieces, marched two days before to Tanjore, and the 
Nabob’s horfe, with the 200 Sepoys, advanced from Outatoor to the 
diftrifts of Verdachelum ; all the three parties were to join, and at
tack Chilambarum, i f  the attempt on Devi Cotah fucceeded. It was 
expefted, that the current would carry the boats down in 60 hours, 
although the diftance by the courfe of the river is 200 miles. Heavy 
rains commenced as foon as the troops were embarked, and conti
nued this and the fucceeding day. A t the noon o f the n t h  
they landed in an unfrequented part covered with wood to drefs 
their meal and clean their arms ; in the enfuiiig night, one of the 
large boats, in which was Enfign Hunterman, with half the E u
ropeans and Topaffes, the fcaling ladders and petards, and feven of 
the fmaller boats, loft the main channel o f the river, and entered 
into that which leads from it on the left toward Chilambarum, 
and foon after ran aground on a bank o f land; where feeing no
thing of the other boats, and uncertain whether they were before 
or behind, or whether they might not likewife have ftruck 
on fome fand, Hunterman refolved to remain where he was until 
day-light; before which, Captain Smith, with the reft o f the boats, 
was arrived at the rendezvous, five miles from Devi Cotah, and 
waiting for thofe with Hunterman, which did not come up until 
the evening. This delay difcovered the detachment. Never- 
thelefs Captain Smith marched acrofs the land, and took poft on; 
the 14th,. intending to efcalade in the enfuing night. T w o  broad 
and deep channels of the Coleroon pafs along the north and fouth 
fides o f the fort; the ground to the weft was at this time a morals;: 
the eaftern face Handing on dry fand, was the only part acceffible; 
but had a dry ditch and glacis; both, however, flight. The boats 
carrying the troops dropt down the north channel to the ftrand,,,. 
wnere all landed. The Europeans were to efcalade, the Sepoys to 
fuftain them, and no fire was to be given by any on any caufe,,. 
oefore the.. Europeans had gained footing on the rampart. The 
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moon was rifen, and the Europeans with the ladders were 1759. 
neverthelefs at the foot o f the wall before they were difcovered 
by the garrifon, who immediately thronged and fired; which 
the Sepoys at the creft o f the glacis, who fh'ared part o f it, returned 
in much hurry and confufion, and then ran aw ay; on which Cap
tain Smith feeing no farther probability o f fuccefs, ordered the Eu
ropeans to retreat likewife. Thirty of them had continued in the 
boats, unable to move with fwelled legs, acquired by fetting 60 
hours up to their knees in water ; and nine, who were foreigners, 
had deferted. T h e next day he received intelligence of the repulfe 
o f the Englifh troops at Vandiwafh, fignified with apprehenfions 
o f evil confequences from the ill fuccefs; and this news, with the 
mifchances of his party, and the preparation of the garrifon rendered 
farther perfeverance imprudent. In the morning the difabled men 
were fent off to Atchaveram, and the reft followed in the afternoon.
T h e  fwelling o f the rivers had prevented Horne’s detachment from ad
vancing beyond Tanjore; and i f  they had, the news of the repulfe 
at Vandiwafh, would equally have prevented the attempt on Chi- 
lam barum ; and they were ordered to return to Tritchinopoly.
Captain Smith followed, with his own detachment, and all the 
ffores, through the country along the fouth bank of the Coleroon, and 
arrived on the 24th. T h e fmall boats were burnt for want of hands ‘ 
to carry them back, but the two larger were left to be towed up, as 
foon as the frefhes were puffed.

A ll the revenues collected by the French government, even when 
their pofteflions were moft extended, had never fufficed for the ex- 
pences of the field. - Much ground had lately been recovered by the 
E n glifh ; whofe reinforcements, and their late, although unfuccefsful, 
attack on Vandiwafh alarmed the country on the fouth of the Paliar ; 
in which many of the villagers were quitting their fields, which 
gave the renters fpecious pretexts to require abatements on their 
leafes from the adminiftration of Pondicherry. No money, and many 
debts remained in the treafury there ; and the late revolt demonftrated 
that the troops could not be trufted for the time to come any 
longer than they fhould be ftri&ly paid. The only part of the pro-
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iyeq vince, whether under the French, the Englifh, or the Nabob’s au- 
thority, which had lately remained exempt from ravage, contribu- 

Oaober* tions, or military operations, was the country from Outatoor to the 
fouthern diflri6ts of Tritchinopoly, including the rich and fertile 
ifland of Seringham; where the approaching harveft o f December, 
which is by far the greatefl o f the year, ptomifed in this, a more 
abundant crop than ufual. The government s fhare was valued at 
600,000 rupees, and would be received in F ebruary. From thefe 
conliderations Mr. Lally refolved to take pofieffion o f thefe conn- 
tries, with a force fufficient to keep the garrifon of Tritchinopoly 
within their walls. But as this could not be effe&ed, without ex- 
poling the ftations and country near the Paliar to rifque, by the fub- 
flraction of fuch a number of troops as would be fent away to the 
fouthward, he meant to flation 800 men near Arcot, who were to move 
to the relief of any place that might be attacked ; and, with this af- 
lifiance in prafped, he fuppofed that the garrifons he fhould leave in 
the forts, although very (lender, would defend themfelves to extre
mity, and protrad the fucceffes o f the Englifh force, until his ob- 
jed  to the fouthward was accomplilhed. Mr. Deleyrit, and the 
Council of Pondicherry, objeded to the feparation o f the army, as 
fraught with the moll dangerous confequences. Mr. L ally  imputed 
their repugnance to the intention he had declared of farming out the 
colledions under his own infpedion, by which they would be de
prived, as he fuppofed, of their ufual perquifites ; and they attributed 
his propenlity to the expedition to the fame fpirit o f peculation.

T o  confirm the appearance ofmaintaining thePaliar, a detachmentof 
5omen of Lally’s regiment attacked three companies o f Sepoys, polled 
in a village called Checkrimalore, fituated on the fouth bank o f the 
river, in a line oppofite to Conjeveram ; but the Sepoys flood firm, 
killed five, and took three men, with an officer mortally wounded. 
T w o companies were likewife polled at Salawauk, between Outra- 
malore and Chinglapett, of which Lieutenant Fletcher drew off one 
to (Lengthen the efcort proceeding with the lafl exchange o f French 
prifoners to Sadrafs; on which the French guard at Outramalore 
drove away the other company remaining at Salawauk; but a few

days
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days after, Lieutenant Fletcher recovered this pofh At the fame J y W  
time, parties and detachments were continually moving, to accom- November, 
plifh the difpofitions Mr, Lally had arranged. T he troops allotted 
for the fouthern expedition were 900 Europeans, o f which 100 were 
cavalry 1000 Sepoys, 200 black horfe, and ten pieces of cannon* 
under ’the command o f Mr. Crillon ; their rendezvous was at 
Thiagar to which they reforted from different parts by various 
routes, and were all affembled there on the eleventh of November.
Neither the prefidency o f Madrafs, nor Captain Smith at Trit- 
chinopoly, obtained any certain account o f their force or inten
tions T he Nabob’s horfe, with the 500 Sepoys, which had been 
fent to Verdachelum, and had done no little mifchief during 
their excursion, had returned to Utatoor on the 12th, and were halt
ing there on the 15th, when they difcovered an advanced party of 
the enemy, which they fuppofed the whole, and immediately re
treated to Pitchandah; a few hours after, the enemy came up to 
Samiaveram,-and the next day, their horfe advanced, and reconnoitered 
the banks -of the Coleroon, and then fell back and took port with the 
reft in the village and pagoda of Munfurpet. The whole force' 
was 25 Europeans, 100 Coffrees, 500 Sepoys, two guns, and fome 
black horfe, commanded by a partizan and two fubalterns ; of which 
Tofeph Smith obtained right intelligence; and early the next morn
ing fent out 10 companies of Sepoys, 120 Europeans and topafles, lx 
field-pieces, and 400 of the Nabob’s horfe, under the command of his- 
fecond Richard Smith, and from the intimacy between them he- 
accompanied the detachment as a volunteer. They crofted the Caverr. 
and Coleroon oppofite to the city. The village of Munfurpet 
had rice-fields in front, through which the road onwards to the Co- 

• leroon was a caufeway raifed above them ; fo that the enemy had no at
tack to fear on this fide, and their retreat was open to Samiaveram 
and Utatore. The banks of the Coleroon are fteep and high, and 
the water at this time was fo low as to run only m Imall channe s, 
leaving large beds o f  fand, and a fhore of it, under the banks. T h  u 
companies o f  Sepoys were fent up the bank with the colours of



1759. the companies, which they difplayed at proper difkj.nces.to referable,
— j the m £ n body o f the detachment filed unfeen under the

iXovembex, J ... , r . . , '
bank, two miles on to the left,«when quitting the river, they con
tinued their march in the bed o f a water-courfe then dry, which led 
to the north, and brought them on two miles, ftftl undifcovered, until 
they were in a line with Munfurpet, when the water-courfe turn
ing another way the troops came out o f i t ; and as they were amend

in g  a riling ground juft before them, within a mile and a half of 
Munfurpet, were for the firft time perceived \>y the enemy there; 
whofe confufion was much lefs than might have been expected from 
the furprize. They got, although in hurry, their line into order, 
and began to retreat faft in order to gain Samiaveram. The Nabob’s 
horfe were detached to harrafs and impede their front, and by hard 
driving four o f the field-pieces were brought near enough to fire upon 
their line of march, when they very imprudently unlimbered their 
guns to return this fire. Neverthelefs the purfuit lafted four miles, 
when they halted in a village, to ftand the brunt; but were foon 
beat from their guns, and the whole broke, and every man begged 
quarter. One officer, 15 Europeans, and 30 Coffrees, were made 
prifoners; moft of the reft of t-hefe troops were killed during the purfuit 
andfight. Some of the Sepoys were cut down in the beginning of the rout 
by the Nabob’s horfe, who were immediately ordered to fpare all who 
flung down their arms. The two guns, two tumbrils, a great quantity 
o f ammunition, all the baggage, and an elephant, were taken. Captain 
Richard Smith converting with one o f the prifoners, obtained in
formation from him o f the force with Mr. Crillon, and, to his great 
furprize, that it would encamp this very evening at Utatore, and ad
vance on the morrow. Fatiguing as the fervice of the day had been, 
no time was to be loft. The whole detachment, with their pri
foners and fpoils, returned that night to the bank o f the Coleroon, 
and flept on their arms, and early the next morning began to crofs 
the river, in which a fudden freffi was coming down, which obliged 
the latter part of the detachment to pafs in boats, and the laft boat 
in which was one of the guns, was driven on a fand, from whence, 
i t  took four hours to releafe it, and four men were drowne'd in the
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attempt; and by this time the foremoft of Crillon’ s troops appeared on 1759. 
the bank of the river. T h e flood kept them there until the 20th, when '----- **

' INovspib̂ r
they crofted into the Ifland o f Seringham, and encamped oppofite 
to the weft face o f the pagoda, in which Captain J. Smith had ftationed 
qoo Sepoys, 500 colleries armed with their long lances, and two 
field-pieces, with European gunners. The outward wall of the pa
goda, being 40 feet high, can neither be defended nor efcaladed ; and, 
i f  battered down, which would be tedious, the ruins would be dif
ficult to pafs. The great gateway is within, 40 feet high, 30 broad, 
and 40 through to the infidel o f the pagoda. As it is impoffible to 
weild gates of fuch a furface, a wall 20 feet high had been raifed 
acrofs the middle o f the pafiage, and in the wall was left an opening, 
in which likewife no gate had been erected. A  trench was therefore - 
dugacrofs the paffagein front, and a parapet was raifed behind the open 
ing for the field-pieces. A t day-break on the 21 ft, the French advanced 
their heavieft cannon, which foon beat down the partition-wall, and 
difabled the field-pieces on the parapet. They then ran to the aflault, 
and ftormecl their way in ; not without much refiftance from the 
Sepoys, but very little from the colleries. Irritated by their lofs, 
they refufed quafter for feme time after all refiftance had ccafed.
T h ey then turned out whom they had fpared, when the mufketry 
fired upon them as they were going away, and fome of the European 
horfe rode after and cut down others: but neither with the permift 
fion o f their officers. The garrifon of Tritchinopoly beheld this 
wanton cruelty from the walls ; but could give no relief. .Few of 
the Sepoys regained the city, and one of the three companies was 
intirely loft. Jofeph Smith reproached Crillon feverely for this 

barbarity.
T h e prefidency, as foon as certified of the deftination of this part , 

o f  the French army, refolved that the whole of their own ftrould im
mediately take the field. The choice of operations was left to Colonel 
Coote, who on the 21ft of November came fromMadrafs to Conjeve- 
ram, where the largeft divifion of the troops were in cantonment.
Having taken the command, he immediately afiembled a council o f .
war, in which it was. agreed, that the feparated and diftant fitua-
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17 co. tions of the enemy’ s troops, left a fair opportunity to reduce the fort 
0f  Vandiwafh, which it was determined to try. The troops which 

Novem ber. ^  landed w ith Colonel Coote, joined the camp at Conjeveram on 

the 23d ; from whence Captain Prefton was lent off the fame day 
with his own company of infantry and o f the pioneers, to remain 
at Chinglapett, in readinefs to advance with them when called for 
to Vandiwafh, bringing likewife two eighteen-pounders and a howitz* 
The next evening Vhyor Brereton proceeded with a ftrong detachment 
to attack Trivatore; and on the 25th Colonel Coote with the main 
body advanced towards Arcot, where all the enemy’s troops in the 
field were,encamped. Thefe difpofitions were meant to perplex their 
guefs of what blow' was intended; they had moft reaftin to expert 
a^ainft Arcot, but neverthelefs concluded Vandiwafh.

A  party fent forward by Major Brereton inverted Trivatore at nine 
at night, but kept their guards fo negligently, that the garrifon, 
which were only a company of Sepoys, efcaped through them be
fore morning. Major Brereton, leaving two companies o f Sepoys in 
Trivatore, marched on with his divifion, and arrived the next day, 
which was the 26th, at Vandiwafh. Early the next morning they 
artaulted the pettah and carried it, after a flight refiftance from fome 
Sepoys, but without any lofs.

Colonel Coote arrived the fame morning with his divifion at Arcot, 
where he faw nothing of the enemy’s troops on the ground of their 
encampment near the town. They hadfent a detachment on the night 
of the 2.4th, preceding the morning thatColonelCoote began his march, 
which attacked the Englifh port at Checkrimalore, where the three 
companies o f Sepoys had juft been reinforced, without the enemy’s 
knowledge, with 50 Europeans from Conjeveram. Their detachment at
tacked before day-break of the 25th, and were repulfed, with the lofs 
of 20 Europeans, and their, commanding officer, and retreated imme
diately to Chittapet; to which, as appointed the general rendez
vous, the reft of the troops in the field at Arcot were on their march 
in the evening of the 26th, whilft Colonel Coote’s divifion was ap
proaching the ground they were quitting. In the evening of the 
27th, fome hours after his arrival at Arcot, Colonel Coote received 
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an exprefs from Major Brereton of his fuccefs on the pettah of Van- 1759. 
diwafh ; and immediately made a forced march towards him. The next v— -v— •
clay, he left Major Mon Ion to bring on the line, and proceeding with hove a, her. 
the cavalry, arrived before noon at Van diwafh ; where Brereton had 
almoft completed a battery for the two eighteen-pounders which 
accompanied his divifion. It was eredted in the weilern pettah, 
again!! the tower and cavalier in the s. w. angle o f the fort. In 
the night, another battery was begun near the n . w . angle o f the 
fouthern pettah, directly oppofite to the fame tower; and both 
were compleated before the morning; but as the two eighteen- 
pounders expected from Chinglapett were not arrived, two twelve- 

. pounders brought up from the line were mounted in their head. Hi
therto the enemy had fired day and night from the walls, and only 
(lightly wounded one man. The fire of the batteries opened with 
the day, which was the 29th, and the tower attacked was filenced, 
and a practicable breach made in it, before noon : when Colonel Coote 
fummoned the French officer, who anfwered, that he fhould obey 
the orders he had received, to defend the fort to extremity. The 
batteries then continued to difmanple other parts of the defences ; and 
in the evening Major Monfon came up, with the main body of 

the army.
In the morning, the Kellidar fent fome of his officers and fe-r- 

vants, to ftipulate for his own fecurity in the event. Colonel Coote 
pledged himfelf to continue him in the fort, and in the rent o f the 
diftridts, as a dependent of the Company, i f  he would, with his own 
troops, feize, and deliver up thofe he had admitted belonging to the 
French but infilled on a pofitive anfwer by two in the afternoon ;

' at which hour no anfwer came ; but a little after, the French foldiers 
appeared on the walls, and called out, that they would deliver up the 
fort. Colonel Coote chanced to be at the battery, and immediately 
ordered a company of Sepoys to advance, and take pofieflion o f the 
gatew ay; who when they came there, were told that the key was 
with the Kellidar. This baulk might have produced untoward con- 
fequences, i f  Colonel Coote, at the fame time that he fent the Sepoys 
to the gate, had not advanced himfelf with another company to the 

V o l . II. 4 A  breach,



175.9. breach, which they entered without oppofition ; and being immedi- 
v— ' ately followed by fome of the officers with the picquet, no refinance 

°V * was attempted in any part, o f the fort. T he troops belonging to 
the French were five fubaltern officers, 63 private Europeans, and 
100 Sepoys; the Kellidar’s, 500 horfemen and foot. In this fuccefs, 
not a man of the Englifh troops was killed, and only five were 
wounded. The Englifh forces had thrice before been again ft this 
place, and in the laft were repulfed, as we have lately feen, with as 
much lofs as they had fuffered in any action in thefe wars. T h e 
Kellidar had figned the treaty, juft as the troops entered ; but his 
importance in the province, his relation to the family o f Chunda- 
faib, his long connexion with the French government, and his in
veterate enmity to the Nabob Mahomedally, weighed unjuftly more 
than the refpedt due to a contradt of which he was fulfilling his 
part. He was brought to Madrafs, behaved haughtily, and would 
give no account o f his treafures, which he had fent away to Coilas 
Guddy, a fort on one of the higheft hills near Velore, in which 
refided the widow of Subderally Cawn. The Nabob laid, that the 
making him prifoner was o f more importance than the reduction o f  
the fort, but offered to releafe him for ten lacks of rupees.

T he French troops in the field had made no motion from Chittapet 
to interrupt the attack ; and, as their inaction rendered it unneceffary 
to march againft them, Colonel Coote refolved to attack Carangoly, 
before they were reinforced fufficiently to rifque an engagement. 
Carangoly is fituated 35 miles w. s. w. from Vandiwafh, 12 to the 
fouth a little wefterly from Chinglapett, and 18 from Sadrafs and 
the fea. The fort is large, having four not very unequal fides, of 
which the circumference is 1500 yards. It is built o f ftone, and 
has, before the main wall and the towers, a parapeted faufebray, and 
a wet ditch. The four fides nearly face to the cardinal points of the 
compafs j a pettah, feparated from the fort by an efplanade, and 
extending in a curve, intirely enveloped the north, and part o f the weft 

and eaft faces o f the fort. As the weakeft part, becaufe neareft to the 
oppofite pettah, the French had thrown up a glacis before the north 
front, but had not completed it before the tower in the N . e . angle.

T h e
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The army, by detachments, entered tiie pettali, on the 4th o f 1̂759* 
December, and were expofed to fome fire from the fort, which killed December, 
a grenadier. The attack was confined to the north front, which, 
befides the two round towers in the angles, had the ufual voluminous 
defences of a gateway, and a fquare tower on each hand of i t ; in all 
five projections. Oil the 6th the army had finifoed, and began to fire 
from, a battery of two eighteen-pounders, oppofite the fquare tower 
next the round one in the angle on the left of this front. One of 
the guns fired to breach in the angle of the curtain on the left of 
the fquare tower, and the other to take off the flanking fire of the 
round : but the fire of the fort was much fuperior; for befides 
feveral old guns long belonging to the fort, the b rench had nine 
excellent pieces well mounted, which they brought to this face ; and 
embrafures not only in the gate-way, but in the two towers on die 
right of it, commanded the battery; to oppofe which another batter}' 
for two guns was railed on the left of the firft, which opened on 
the yth in the morning, and the eight-inch howitz was planted in 
the n . w. part o f the pettah, which firing dead fbells in recochet 
infiladed in its whole length the rampart o f the front attacked. A t 
noon of this day the breach appeared practicable, and Colonel Coote 
fummoned the commandant, Colonel O Kenelly, an Irifhman, and 
an pfficer of reputation in Lally’ s regiment, fignifying that, if  he 
perfifted, the garrifon would be expofed to the fame treatment as had 
been inflicted on the troops taken by afl’ault at Seringham. O Ke
nelly anfwered, that, as the letter was not directed in brencn, he 
had not opened i t ; and as foon as the trumpet who brought it had 
reached the pettah, recommenced the fire. It continued hotly on 
the 8th and 9th ; when Colonel Coote advanced a zig-zag from the 
breaching battery. On the 10th in the morning, there only  ̂ re
mained foot for two hours ; and more had been fent for from Ching- 
la p e tt; but before the batteries ceafed, a flag of truce, little expeCted, 
appeared on the walls. Time was at this time of more importance 
than any thing but the di(grace of a repulfe, and Coote granted ai~ 
mod all that was alked. The garrifon, which confided of 100 Euro
peans, including officers, marched out with their arms, two rounds
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1 759. a man, fix days provifions, colours flying, and drums beating : the
NovemfaJ Sepoys were difarmed, but likewife fet free. Four of the nine guns

belonging to the French had keen difinounted, two Europeans were 
killed, and five dangeroufly wounded. The Sepoys had buffered 
more. The lofs o f the Englifh troops was lieutenant Campbell o f 
the artillery; a grenadier, a Sepoy, and a Topafs mortally wounded.

On the 12th, the army encamped again at Vandiwafh ; where 
they were joined the fame day by Captain More, with his detach
ment from the northward.. Thefe troops had advanced accom
panied by thofe at Tripetti as far as Nelore, and were joined on the 
road by the party o f Europeans dationed there with lieutenant 
E llio t; but the troops of Nazeabullah although ready had not 
birred a dep from the w alls; he neverthelefs pretended that the 
dread of his preparations had been the principal caufe o f Baffaulut 
Jung’s retreat out o f the Carnatic. A ll alarms having ceafed in this 
part of the country,' Captain More fent back Elliot’s party to 
Nelore, and thofe which had come from Tripetti, and returned 
with his own divifion by the way o f Tripaflore to Conjeveram.

Colonel Coote, when marching againft Vandiwafh, had ordered 
Captain Wood, i f  to be done with fafety, to advance from Covre- 
pauk, and take pod in the city of Arcot, in order to prevent the 
French garrifon in the fort there from colle&ing provifions. Wood 
arrived in the town on the 28th, with 300 Sepoys, Europeans, 
and 50 black horfe, who, without the lead oppofition, took pof- 

feffl0n o f the Nabob’s palace and the adjacent dreets’, although 
not half a mile from the fort; where they obliged the French renter 
and the principal inhabitants to redeem the red o f their property 
by fumifhing at the market-price a large quantity o f rice, o f which 
the fcarcity was. encreafing every day by a general failure of the 
harved m this part of the country. Captain More’s detachment 
was ordered to join Captain Wood’s on their return, and both to 
make preparations for the attack o f the fort o f  Arcot, againd which 
ColoneL Coote intended to march as foon as he had reduced Caran- 
f  ^  aaĉ  co-ie(ded fafcines and other materials, and had
begun to con draft one of the batteries, when they were obliged to,
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defift, and retire, on the 9th, by the approach of Mr. Huffy re- 1759. 
turning from the northward with a much larger force than had

accompanied him out of the province.
After fifteen days march, and three of halt, Mr. Buffy, with his 

detachment, arrived on the 10th of November at Bafiaulut Jung’s 
camp, which was lying on a plain, fix miles from the city of Cu- 
dapah. The diftance from Arcot in the direft line is n o  miles,, 

nearly north; but 300 by the road, which winds more than two- 
thirds o f the way along the valleys of rocky mountains. T h e 
French detachment with Bafiaulut Jung, the Europeans as well as 
the Sepoys, were, for want of money, in want even of tood ; and to 
maintain them, their officers had fold every thing of their own, but 
their deaths ; from fimilar diftrefles, although not io. ievere, the 
troops of Bafiaulut Jung were ready to revolt. His propofals to Mr.
Buffy were, “  that the French ffiould regard him as the abfolute 
•« matter of the province of Arcot, ffiould furrender to his authority 
“  all the countries, o f which they were 111 pofleffion, whether in this 
Yt pmvince or in the dependencies of Tritchinopoly, and he would 
“  account with them for one-third of the produce ; but whatfoever 
« might hereafter be conquered, ffiould become entirely his own, free 
“  of this deduction. A ll affairs and tributes were to be regulated by
te theDuan he ttrould appoint. The French were to fwear they would 
« affift him againft Nizamally, if  he ffiould enter the Carnatic;,
“  with whom, they ffiould make no treaty without the participation 
“  of Baffaulut Jung; and, after they had conquered or made.peace 
“  with the Engliffi, ffiould furniffi him with a body of troops, to 
“  make war on Nizamally. After the peace, he was to-be put in 
“  full pofleffion. of the whole Carnatic, and its dependencies, ac- 
“  cording to the ancient ufages, when the French were no longer 
“  to be entitled to any part of the revenues, exe migm luttiin 
“  into the Decan, whenfoever he pleafed ; and, during his abfence 
“  from his capital of Adoni, the French were to furniffi a detach- 
“  ment of 300 Europeans, and 2000 Sepoys, with artillery, ammu- 
“  nition, and ftores, to garrifon this place ; and the expence of this 
“  body o f troops might be deducted out .of his ffiare or the revenues ■

“  Off
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1759. 44 of the Carnatic. As his troops were unpaid, and fince the difafter

D ~ ^  64 Nazki inS were Irvin g  in the Carnatic, Mr. Buffy
ecem er‘ «« fhould immediately lend him four lacks o f rupees to be diftributed 

44 amongft them as the only means o f engaging them to march. I f  
44 this agreement fhould not take effebt after his arrival at Arcot, he 
44 and his army fhould be recondubted out o f the province with 
64 friendfhip and good faith.” The tenor o f thefe terms bore the 
ftrongeft marks of Sampetrow’s advice : Mr. Bully anfwered them 
by other propofals, which left the iffue o f every one made by 
Baffaulut Jung uncertain, and liable to future difcuffions and ar
rangements. The perfonal conferences only widened the difference, 
by difcovering more clearly to each the views of the other; but 
Baffaulut Jung took no perfonal difguft to Mr. Buffy, and at his 
felicitation iffued patents fubjebting, at leaft in words, the whole 
province of Arcot to the government o f Mr. Lally, and enjoining 
all the chiefs and feudatories to pay him the ufual tributes and 
obeifance. In the fame plain where Baffaulut Jung and Buffy were 
encamped, were likewife lying two other confiderable bodies o f  
troops, the one a detachment of 3000 Morattoes appointed to guard 
that part of the territory of Cudapah, which had been ceded the 
year before the laft to the Morattoe jurifdibtion.; the other was a 
body of 2500 Pitan horfe, belonging to the Nabob o f Cudapah. 
Mr. Bully, by former intercourfes, knew the officers of both. The 
Pitans lent him money, which enabled him to inlift io o  of their 
horfe, the fame number of Baffaulut Jung’s, and 200 o f the Mo
rattoes ; and to fupply the immediate wants o f the French troops at
tending Ballaulut Jung, and his own detachment, which he now 
joined into one body under his own command. T his whole force 
collebted, conlifted o f 350 European infantry, 100 European horfe, 
2500 Sepoys, o f which 500 were Arabs or Abyffinians, 800 black 
horfe, and 1 o pieces o f cannon ; with which he marched away on 
the 16th of November, live days after his arrival, returning by the 
fame way he had come. On the 10th o f December, he arrived' at 
Arcot, from whence his approach had obliged Captain Moore and 
Wood to return with their detachments to Covrepauk, and from

hence



hence Captain Moore proceeded with his to the army at Carangoly, 17S9t 
to which it added 180 Europeans, 1200 Sepoys, and 160 black horfe. '— v— ' 
The Europeans replaced the number which were left in garrifon at December* 
Vandiwafh and Carangoly, and the Sepoys were more.

T h e  lofs of thefe places was the fevereft reproach o f the error 
w hich Mr. Laiiy had committed in detaching fo great a part of 
his force to the fouthward : of which he himfelf was fo fenfible, 
that he juftified it only by the diftrefs to which he was reduced for 
money to fapply the immediate pay and fubfiftance of the army. He 
now lent exprelles to recall them all, excepting 300 Europeans, which 
were to be left in the pagoda of Seringham. The main body of the 
French troops remained waiting their arrival at Chittapet. Mr. Bully 
left his force about the town of Arcot, and went himfelf to Pondi
cherry. T h e horfe he brought Ip read themfelves, and committed 
every kind of ravage and deftruftion as far as Conjeveram, between 
the Paliar and the mountains. body of Morattoes belonging to 
Morarirow had been for fome time at the pafs of Cudapanatam, w. o f 
Velore ; they were commanded by Innis Khan, whom we have leen 
ferving in the former wars o f Tritchinopoly. Both Madrafs and 
Pondicherry had agents in their camp, treating for their fervice. The 
Englilh, Morarirow knew, had moft money ; and pretending, that 
he had incurred great charges in preparing a body of troops at their 
requifition, to march to their alMance before the liege of Madrafs, 
for which he had not been paid, the terms he now demanded were 
peremptory, and the rates high. They endeavoured to bargain 
lower ; and he, as the fhortefl means, in his own politics, to make 
them conclude immediately, accepted 20,000 rupees from the French 
agents, and fent a thoufand of his horfe through the hills, who did 
not join their camp, but in two days were on the Englilh ground 
between Arcot and Conjeveram.

Colonel Coote, with the army, marched from Vandiwafh on 
the 13th, and encamped the next evening at Papantanguel, a 
town fix miles forward in the road from Trivatore to A rco t; in 
which fituation, half a day’s march enabled him to interfea 
the enemy’s troops moving to join each other, whether from Arcot,
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l 75 '9 - or'From Chittapet; but none appearedfor few of the returning
f;— -~"J troops from Seringham, and none they expefted from Pondicherry,

' ‘ ‘ were as yet come up ; and the divifion remaining at Arcot was
too weak to venture, before the others were advanced near enough, 
to enfure the junction. On the 16th, the army marched, and 
encamped at Muleawady, fix miles nearer Arcot, but dill to the 
fiouth of the Paliar. By this time, the horfe brought by Mr, 
Bully, and the Morattoes let loofe by Morarirow, were committing 
every kind of ravage and defolation in the country to the north 
o f this river, and as far as within 20 miles of Madrafis. Thoufands 
o f cattle were fwept off in as many days, which they fold to 
the firfl; purchafer, at feven or eight for a rupee, and then made 
them again the booty of the next excurfion. W ith this experience, 
the inhabitants would no longer redeem them ; after which, no fub- 
miffions exempted themfelves from the fword, and all abandoned the 
villages and open country, to feek Ihelter in the woods, forts, and 
hills nearefi: their reach. Not a man ventured him felf or his bul
lock with a bag of rice to the camp ; which, for three days, were 
totally deprived of this ffaple food. Exceffive rains fell during the 
17th and all the next day, which the tents could not refill;; and 
from the neeeffity o f affording the troops fome repofe, Colonel Coote 
marched from Muleawady on the 19th, and put the whole army 
into cantonments in the fort of Covrepauk, and the villages adja
cent. The next day, he went to Madrafs, to confer with the Pre- 
fidency on the meafures neceffary to be taken again!! the force 
which had been lent to recover the countries o f Seringham and 
Tritchinppoly : for intelligence had not yet been acquired, that the 
greateft part of them were recalled.

The reduction of Vandiwafh, notwithftanding the lofs o f Sering
ham, revived the reputation of the Englifh arms in the fouthern 
countries. The king of Tanjore fent horfe and foot, and Tondi- 
man and the two Moravers their colleries, to the Nabob at Tritchi- 
nopoly. Mr. L ally ’ s orders, recalling the troops, were immediately 
obeyed, On the 9th, 600 European foot, and 100 horfe, left the pa
goda, and recrolied the Coleroon. As loon as they were gone, Capt.
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Jofeph Smith refolved to'circumfcribe the troops which remained, as 1759., 
much as the ftrength o f his garrifon allowed, and detached <;oo Se- v— v-—' 
pojs, and as many Colleries, to in vei Cortalum, a mud fort on the Dccember‘ 
louthern bank o f the Caveri, 15 miles w. o f Tritchinopoly, which 
were followed the next day by 300 more Sepoys, two field-pieces, 
two cohorns, and 50 Europeans, under the command o f Enfign 
Morgan. The fort, in which were fome Sepoys, capitulated as foon 
as the cannon appeared. Enfign Morgan then fent half his detach
ment to attack Totcum, another fort like, and almoft oppofife to 
Cortalum, in which were 10 Europeans, and 200 Sepoys, who de
fended themfelves until Morgan came up with the reft of his force, 
when they furrendered. From Totcum, Morgan marched to Samia- 
veram, in order to join another detachment from the city, when both 
were to proceed againft Utatoor. Early on the 1 6th, Jofeph Smith 
received intelligence, that a convoy of ammunition, guarded by a few 
Sepoys, were on the road from Utatoor to Seringham; and at the 
fame time, a party o f 40 Europeans, and 100 Sepoys fent from 
Seringham to join and allure the arrival o f this convoy, were per
ceived crofting the Coleroon ; on which he detached 40 Europeans,
400 Sepoys, 200 o f the Nabob’s horfe, and fome Colleries, acrofs 
both rivers, under the command of Enfign Bridger, with orders 
to proceed to Samiaveram, where he was to be joined by Morgan’s 
party fromTotcum, and both united, were to take poll at Samiaveram 
in order to intercept the return of the enemy’s detachment. A t the 
fame time, Captain Richard Smith marched out of the city with 
100 Europeans, 300 Sepoys, and three guns, and took poll: on the 
louthern bank o f the Caveri oppofite to the Pagoda of Sering
ham ; where he loon after knew, by a fignal from the rock 
o f  Tritchinopoly, that 100 more Europeans had marched from 
the pagoda, and were palling the Coleroon ; 011 which, as had been 
concerted, he crofted the Caveri, and kept up the hotteft fire he 
could againft the gate of the pagoda, which was returned from 
various fcafFoldings within, and Captain Smith was wounded; 

but ftill perfifting, the enemy, as had been forefeen, recalled their 
detachment. Soon after Enfign Bridger’s fignals gave token that 
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1759. he was in pofieffion of the pagodas at Samiaveram; but that Enfign 
P ecS er Morgan’s party was not yet come up. The next morning, the 

French, detachment which firft marched from Seringham, returned 
with the convoy from Utatoor, and advanced boldly to the upper pa
goda of Samiaveram ; near which, enfign Bridger Was prepared to 
oppofe them. On the fir ft firing, moft of the coolies threw down 
their burthens o f ammunition, and ran away; on which the 
troops, with the reft, took poft in the lefier pagoda, and, fhutting 
the gates, prepared for defence. But in lefs than an hour, enfign 
Morgan, with the whole of his force from Totcum, appeared, 
and the enemy furrendered. They were a captain, a lieutenant, 
and 38 grenadiers. O f Bridger’s detachment, feveral Sepoys, with a 
Serjeant of one of the companies, and three Europeans, were killed. 
Thefe operations were of confequence ; for this being the feafon o f 
harveft, and the corn ready to reap, the renters, as ufual, yielded 
the government’s fhare, which amounted to 100,000 rupees, to the 
ftronger force. The intelligence o f thefe fuccefles had not reached 
Madrafs, when Colonel Coote arrived there from the camp, but ad
vices were received that the greateft part of the French force were 
returning from thefouthward; neverthelefs, the prefidency were much 
inclined to indulge the anxious and repeated requefts of the Nabob, 
to reinforce Tritchinopoly with 200 Europeans, in order to retake 
Seringham and Utatoor, and to recover the countries which had 
lately been loft, with fo much detriment to his revenues ; but the 
arguments o f Colonel Coote, confirmed by the recent example of 
the fame error committed by M r.Lally, and its confequences, evinced 
the impropriety o f diminifhing the army at this time, when it 
feemed that the French were colleding their whole force, in order 
to rifque the fate o f the Carnatic in a general battle. His reafons 
prevailed ; and he returned on the 25th to Covrepauk, where, dur
ing his ahfence, nothing had happened, but a Ikirmilh between the 
black horfe of the army, which were encreafed to 700, and an 
equal body o f Morattoes, whom they beat off. On the 24th, a 
detachment of 40 black horfe, with Ibme Sepoys o f the garrifon at

Vandiwafh,



Vandiwafh, furprifed a party of the enemy’s Sepoys, quartered in i '-<9. 
a village called Niconum, 15 miles to the fouth, of whom they 
killed twelve, and dlfperfed the reft.

T h e main body of the French army from Chittapett, encreafed 
by the returning troops from Seringham, and whatfoever more 
could be fpared from the garrifons to the fouth o f the Paliar, had 
advanced-to Arcot, foon after the Englifh filed off to Covrepauk.
Thus their whole force, but ftronger than before, was once again af- 
fembled ; and they encamped along the fouth fide of the river quite 
up to the fuburbs of the city. On the 26th, Colonel Coote moved 
the Englifh army to Chinefimundrum, a village fix miles from Co
vrepauk, and five from Arcot, where the ground afforded a very 
advantageous encampment; for a large tank extended in front, a mo- 
rafs on each hand, and the only accefs in front and rear was by a 
caufe-way. On the 29th, the Generals Lally and Bufiy came with 
a party of horfe to reconnoitre the camp, and a fkirmifh palled 
between them and the out-pofts. The next day, the greateft part 
o f  their horfe appeared again, and, after feveral motions, made an 
attack on a guard o f Sepoys, pofted in a village called Trimetcherry, 
about a mile in front o f the camp, and cut down feveral o f them 
in the ftreet; but the reft kept their ground in the houfes, and 
revenged the lofs by killing feveral of the horfe, who, feeing other 
troops advancing, retired. On the 31ft, three companies of Sepoys 
crofted the river, and, at three in the morning, entered, and beat 
up the camp of the Morattoes, which lay on the right of the 
French encampment. A ll fled, as ufual when furprized ; but of the 
few fhot which were returned, one chanced to wound Enfign Mere
dith, who commanded the party ; after which, the Sepoys could 
not be prevailed upon to purfue their fuccefs by deftroying the ani
mals and baggage. Thus clofed the year 1759, the third o f this 
dubious war, with the two armies in fight o f each other, but nei
ther ready for immediate decifion ; for the Englifh were afraid o f 
the fuperiority of the enemy’s cavalry, and were waiting in ex
pectation, not only of drawing off the body of the Morattoes, 
which were with them, but likewife of being joined by 2000 more
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l 7S9‘ who were remaining with Innis Khan on the other fide of 
the mountains. On the other hand, Mr. Lally was likewife nego- 

" ecem er* tiating for the fame affiftance, and hill miftrufted the attachment of 
his European troops, although equal in number to the Englilh; 
and waited for an addition, by the return o f what remained of the 
detachment which had been lent in April, under the conduct of Mr. 
Moracin, to reinforce Mafulipatam.

Not venturing to land the troops, as Mafulipatam was taken, Mr. 
Moracin failed away on the 18th of April, and in five days arrived 
at Ganjam, which is fituated at the northern extremity o f  the Chi- 
cacole province on the fea. The French had long kept a trading- 
houfe here, and were connected with Narraindeu, the principal R a
jah in this part of the province : the fort and wood of his refidence 
is called Moherry, and is fituated twelve miles from the fea-lhore, 
and thirty miles w.s.w. from Ganjam: Befides Moherry, he had
fix or feven other forts, which lie more inland, and farther to the 
north. His confirant force was 3000 men, befides which he occa- 
fionally hired from the other polygars. The Rajah Vizeramrauze, 
during his adminiftration under Mr. Bully in the province o f Chi- 
cacole, had by fome feverities provoked the hatred of Narraindeu ; 
which devolved, after the death of Vizeramrauze, on his fuccefior, 
Anunderamrauze, who, as we have feen, had invited and joined 
the Englilh, whom neverthelefs Narraindeu had lefs reafon to 
dillike than the French, under whofe authority the vexations he 
refented from Vizeramrauze had originated. Neverthelefs Moracin 
propofed, 44 that their forces united fhould march firlb againft the 
44 Englilh fettlement o f Vizagapatam, and then againft Viziana- 
44 garum, the principal refidence of Anunderauze. I f  fuccefsful 
44 thus far, they were to go on, until joined by the French army of 
44 obfervation, which was with Salabadjing, when Mafulipatam was 
44 ftormed: probably Salabadjing would affift in retaking this place, 
44 and Narraindeu, in reward for his fervices, was to be placed in all 
44 the advantages poffelled by Anunderauze.”  Narraindeu accepted 
the terms, but with no intention of profecuting the expedition, any 
farther than the continuance of his own advantages.

But



But the French troops, having expected to land at Mafulipatam, 1759. 
were not provided with equipments for long marches, which it re- j^embei. 
quired much time to prepare at Ganjam. There were in the de
tachment 43 Engiifh foldiers, who had been taken prifoners, and had 
entered into the French fervice, on condition of being only em
ployed on this expedition. Thirty o f thefe men together made, 
their efcape foon after they landed, and, through many hardfhips, 
found their way to Cuttack in Orixa in the middle of May, where 
they were relieved by the Engiifh. refident, Mr. Grey, who fent 
them to Balafore, from whence they were conveyed to Calcutta,,
Seven more arrived at Cuttack in June, and afterwards came in fe- 
veral other deferters o f other nations. It was the beginning o f  
July, before Mr. Moracin was ready to m arch; by which time, he 
had expended all his ready money, and the fubfiflance o f the de
tachment depended on the fale of fame trumpery commodities, and 
the precarious faith of Narraindeu; who, however, accompanied 
them with his troops. After three or four marches, they were dif- 
treffed to extremity for provifions, which neither the army o f Nar
raindeu, nor the inhabitants of his towns, would fupply without 
money. A t Burrampoor, a town in the hills, fix miles before you 
arrive at Mogherry, the French foldiers entered the houfes to get 
victuals ; a fray endued, and blood was Ihed on both fides., Narrain
deu, with all his troops, immediately left them ; and fummoned the 
affiftance of the neighbouring chiefs. The French detachment, 
having no alternative, marched back towards Ganjam. Narraindeu, 
and his allies, met them in the way, and flood what they called a 
battle; but the European arms, as ufual, eafily difperfed them 
and the detachment took poft in Munfureottah, a town fituated eight 
miles from Ganjam, in a country abounding in flocks and grain, 
where they collected provifions, although furrounded by the enem y;. 
w ith  whom they commenced a negociation, of which Narraindeu 
feemed to be as defirous as themfelves. T o  conclude it, one of the 
French officers, named Darveu, went to Narraindeu in his camp, 
but accompanied by 40 Europeans, and the fame number of Sepoys.
©,n their return, they were attacked by the whole force they had vi-
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1759. fited, and all the Europeans excepting three were killed : the Sepoys, 
T*p-v— J n0t being fo much the object o f this treachery, buffered lefs. Mr.
" ~cem cu Moracin immediately returned to Ganjam, and encamped within 

and round the French factory, which is on the river-fide; and threw 
up works Efficient to protect his detachment from attacks through 
the avenues of the town, which Narraindeu, and his allies, furrounded. 
O f  the two drips which brought the detachment, the Harlem had 
been difpatched to Arracan for provifions, and the Briftol had 
been driven afhore in a hard gale of wind, before the troops marched 
to Burrampore. There was on the hocks on the river-fide a large 
firow ; and in the river, feveral fmaller veffels belonging to the fac
tory, in which they intended to return to Pondicherry with the 
northern monfoon, after the Englifh fquadron fhould have quitted 
the coaft. In the mean time, they continued for many days, fkir- 
mifhing with the troops of Narraindeu, who at length offered to treat, 
which produced a ceflation of hofiilities, but no terms of reconci
liation ; for the demands of the French were in proportion to the in
juries they had received ; and Narraindeu only meant to fave the ex- 
vpences of the field, with feeurity that the French troops would not 
make incurfions into his country, after his own fhould have returned 
to their quarters. This they promifed, and remained quiet.

In the mean time letters from Narraindeu to Colonel Clive ar
rived in Bengal, requfting him to fend a body of Europeans, which, 
joined by his own force, might eafily take or deftroy the whole of 
the French detachment with Moracin. The report of the defer- 
ters confirmed the feafibility o f this project. But the dubious ftate 
o f the Englifh affairs, and the decreafe o f their military force in Bengal 
fcarcely permitted any farther diminution of i t : however, Colonel 
Clive, with his ufual fpirit of enterprize, determined to try theexpe- 
riment. Sixty Europeans, half of them artillery men, were em
barked on the Hardwicke, which had 100 Europeans as her crew. 
The fhip failed out o f the river on the 30th of September, and on the 
7th of October anchored in the road of Ganjam under Dutch colours. 
Tw o French officers immediately came on board to enquire news, 
and were detained prifoners. Captain Samfon then went afhore un

der



der a paflport to Moracin, magnified the force he had brought, faid 1759,“ 
more was coming, and propofed that he fhould furrender his whole 
detachment to avoid unneceffary bloodfhed. But Moracin had ob
tained jufter intelligence. Samfon then landed meflengers which 
got to Narraindeu, who being by this time certified that the French 
detachment would foon go away of their own accord, had no farther 
motive or inclination to renew hoftilities againft them : but neverthe- 
lefs promifed Sampfon that he would foon appear with his armyr 
and again in veil: the town. A  civil intercourfe of mefiages conti
nued between them until the 20th, when Sampfon being convinced 
that he intended to do nothing, failed away for Bengal.

In the beginning o f November, Mr. Moracin embarked from Gan- 
jam with 40 Europeans in a {loop, and on the 1 ith  landed at Coca- 
nara, which lies clofe to the fea, on the right-hand of a fmall river* 
about 20 miles n . e . of the eaflern arm o f the Godaveri. On this arm 
arefituated the Englifh and French factories of Ingeram and Yanam.
O f  the prifoners taken at Mafulipatam, mold of thole who had been 
admitted to give their parole, had departed, and were refiding atYanam, 
waiting for embarkations to proceed to Pondicherry : and, on this 
pretence, went to Moracin at Cocanara, and informed hind fully 
o f the {late of affairs in this part of the country. The diftri&s from 
the Godaveri to Cocanara, were under the government of Jugga- 
pettyrauze, a near relation of Anunderauze. They had long been 
at enmity, and when Anunderauze invited the Englifh, Jaggapetty 
joined the French, and with his troops accompanied them at the 
battle of Peddipore. After the victory Colonel Forde granted 
away his countries to Anunderauze, who hitherto, for want of the 
affiflance he expected from the Englifh, had not ventured to employ 
his own force to get poffeffion. Jaggapetty neverthelefs expect
ing' to be attacked by him, had kept the field on the wefrern arm 
o f  the Godaveri, and from his camp correfponded with Mr. An
drews, the Englifh chief at Mafulipatam, to revoke the eefiion made 
to his rival. His fort of Samel Cotah is only ten miles inland -from 
Cocanara. Moracin fent agents thither and to his camp, to propofe 
an alliance, informing him of the force that was following from 
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1759. Ganjam, and promifmg more from Pondicherry. Jaggapetty nei-

D vcl"'""-- t1[ier concluded, nor rejected the propofal; but neither he nor his 
people at Samel Cotah gave even the common affiftances o f  the 
country to the troops with Moracin ; who, for want of provilions, 
committed violences, were refilled, and moll o f them were either 
feized by the officers o f the diftricf, or took fervice with them ; 
which reduced Moracin to re-embark on the Hoop with five or fix, 
the remainder of his party; they failed on the 19th, and a few days 

after arrived at Pondicherry.
The troops remaining at Ganjam were 250 eftirnated Europeans, 

but of which half were Topafles, and 100 Sepoys. T hey embarked 
under the command of the Chevalier Poete, on the fnow and two 
lloops, rigged and manned with the ftores and crew of the Briftol : 
they arrived at Cocanara on the 19th of December ; and Poete fent 
alhore fifty Europeans, and the Sepoys, to try the inclinations of 
Jaggapettyrauze: immediately after they landed, a hard gale of 
wind drove the two lloops alhore.

The troops fent from Bengal with Colonel Forde had received 
repeated orders from this Presidency to return thither from Mafuli- 
patam; but they were to march overland the whole way, in order 
to meet, and attack Moracin’s detachment, who it was fuppofed 
would be, i f  not at Ganjam, fomewhere on the coaft. T he rains 
would not permit the Bengal troops to take the field until the be
ginning of November; before which, Colonel Forde had failed in 
the middle o f October from Mafulipatam for Bengal, where he ar
rived juft in time to render one more very important lervice to his 
country. T he command then devolved on Captain Fifcher, and 
varying refolutions detained the troops at Mafulipatam until the 5th 
o f  December. T h ey were reduced from 500 Europeans, and 1500 
Sepoys, to 300 o f the one, and 800 of the other : the Europeans, 
by death and defertion, notwithftanding they had recruited 50 out 
of the prifoners ; but the Sepoys, chiefly by the difmiflion of 500, 
who had failed with Clive 011 the expedition to Bengal, and were 
permitted to return from Mafulipatam to their homes in the Car

natic. 
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natic. The waters o f the Godaveri were not yet abated ; near the 1759. 
fea are feven or eight channels between the two principal arms; 
and other fmaller rivers coming from the Colair lake, interfed the 
land between the weftern arm of the Godaveri and Mafulipatam; 
which render the march along the fea-lhore, although (hotter in 
diftance, much more tedious than the inland road. The troops 
therefore returned this way, which was the fame they had come, 
excepting, that they palled the bed of the Colair farther to the 
weft ward, where it becomes fooneft dry. A t Rajahmundrum they 
heard, that the French detachment with the Chevalier Poete had 
landed at Cocanara.

Anunderauze, on the appearance ofMoracin at Cocanara a month 
before, had no doubt that he would be immediately joined by Jag- 
gapettyrauze, and fent off a body of troops from Vizianagarum to 
proted the did:rlets of Rajahmundrum from their inroads. On the 
approach of this force, Jaggapettyrauze returned with his, from the 
Godaveri to his fort o f Samelcotah, and both were near each other, 
when the French troops with Poete arrived on the coaft, and the 
Englifh with Fifcher at Rajahmundrum. The officers of Anunde
rauze begged affiftance from Fifcher, who, advifing them to keep 
the forces of Jaggapettyrauze at bay, proceeded with his command, 
as faft as fatigue and impediments permitted, towards Cocanara. The 
diftrid for feme diftance round this place is covered with coconut- 
groves, for the (helter of the weavers; and the French troops were 
lying in a village at the Ikirt of the groves two miles from the 
Dutch fort, and the fea ; and, for what reafon is not found, Poete 
had not yet landed any more to reinforce the hr ft detachment. 
Jaggapettyrauze was encamped five miles on their left, againft 
whom  the forces of Anunderauze were advancing, but in a dif
ferent line of march, at the fame time that the Englifh troops were 
approaching Cocanara, who, before they came in fight o f the French 
detachment, faw the armies of the two Rajahs (kirmilhing on their 
r ig h t; which Fifcher deeming a proof that none o f the French had 
joined Jaggapettyrauze, fuppofed them intent only on preferring 
their retreat to the fea, and fent forward Captain Yorke with the 
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1759* gt^pdiers and 500 Sepoys to prevent their embarkation. T he

D««emb~J ^ renc  ̂ trooPs gained no certain intelligence of the force 
er* with Fifcher, and waited on their ground until they could diftin- 

guifh the number of Yorke’s divilion, who when near lent off 
the Sepoys to gain their dank, and hastened up in front with the 
grenadiers as faff as they could march. The French only remained 
to give one fire, and then ran as faff as they could through the grove, 
followed aknoff at the fame pace, to gain the Dutch factory, into 
which they were admitted. Yorke immediately furrounded the fac
tory,. which had very flight defences, and Fifcher coming up in the- 
evening with the main body, inverted it more clofely, and perem
ptorily demanded the French troops, whom, after a very formal 
proteff, the Dutch agents delivered the next day, which was the 
28 th of December. In the enfuing night Poete failed with the reft 
o f his detachment 200 men, Europeans and Topafles, all in the 
fnow. From Cocanara the Englifh troops marched on to Vizaga- 
patam, where they arrived on the 16th of January; and a few days 
after, all. the Europeans embarked in two Englifh fhips proceeding 
to Bengal; but the Sepoys were left to purfue their route on fhore- 
hy Ganjam and through the province of Grixa. Thus nothing re
mained to fear in the company’ s polTeliions and acquifitions to the 
north of the Kriftna.. W e fhall now defcribe the progrefs of their.

. officer Mahomed Ifloof in the countries towards Cape Comorin.
He arrived at Madura on the 4th o f May, and had been abfent ten 

months,. The force he left in the country, when called away, was 
14 companies o f Sepoys, fix in the fort o f Madura, five in Palamco- 
tah, and three at Tinivelly. Nothing more could be expedled from; 
either of thefe bodies-, than to defend the ground in fight o f the- 
walls they gar ri foiled. Accordingly all the diftrifts o f both provinces 
from the foreft of Nattam to the gates of Travancore, lay lubject to 
their contributions, or expofed to their ravages. T h e  declenfion of the 
Englifh affairs, which began with the furrender of Fort St. David, (on; 
\vh ichMahomed Ifloof was recalled) an d con tinuedu n ti 1 the F  rencli we re 
obliged to raife the fiege ofMadrafs, keptMaphuze Khan in continual. 
hopes, that he fhould be joined by a body of French troops, and efta-
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blifhed with their aftiftance m the government of thofe countriesand 1 / 59- 
the adminiffcration of Pondicherry, by their letters and emiflaries, en- rf ~v— ' 
couraged him to think fo. Waiting this fortune, he remained with the 
Pulitaver, ftyling himfelf, and fty.led a fovereign; but without any 
other means of fubfiftance than what the Pulitaver chofe to fupply., 
who, never regulating his money by words, fcarcely furnifhed him 
w ith common neceflaries. The return of Iffbof Khan bettered his 
condition ; as the Pulitaver was afraid he might at length liften to a 
reconciliation with the Nabob, and Maphuze Khan, always go
verned by the love of eafe, felt no relentment at the humility to which 
he had been reduced. He prelided, at lead in appearance, in the 
councils of the eaftern Poly gars; who refolved to meet Ifloof with 
their united force, and invited the weftern to the common defence; 
who having joined them againft Palamcotah in the late diftrefles of 
the Englilh affairs, expected no pardon, and took the field. The 
weftern league confifted of fix polygars: Catabominaigue, their former 
leader, was lately dead, and had been fucceeded by a relation, who 
took as ufual the fame name, and bore, inftead of the indifference o f 
his predeceflor, an averfion to the Englilh. Etiaporum was always 
the next to him in importance, and now in aftivity.

T h e  force which accompanied Mahomed Iffoof from Conjeveram, 
confifted only of fix companies of Sepoys, and 60 horfe, but he had 
on his march requefted troops from Tondiman and the two Mo- 
ravers, with whom he had always continued on good terms, and 
3000 men, horfe, colleries and Sepoys, from the three polygars joined 
him 'on his arrival at Madura, where he neverthelefs immediately 
began to make farther levies, and by drifting and garbling out 
o f all that were, with him, compofed a body of 300 horfe, and 
700 Sepoys, who had feen fervice, which he fent forward to ra
vage the diftricts of Etiaporum, where they were to be joined by 
three o f the companies o f Sepoys from the garrifon o f Palamcotah', 
w hich had reftored its lofles by new levies. This body o f troops 
were to maintain tlreir ground until the laft extremity, in order to 
prevent the junction of the weftern with the troops of the eafterfl 
polygars, until Mahomed Ifloof himfelf could follow with the main
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1759. body from Madura, where lie was under the neceffity o f remaining 
a while longer.

Uecember
The Colleries o f Nattam extend 40 miles, from the diftridts o f  

the leffer Moraver to the eaftern mountains. Their foreft fkirts the 
Madura country to the north; and, where oppofite, is within twelve 
miles of the city. It was they who attacked the troops with Co
lonel Heron in 1755. They are much wilder than the colleries to 
the North of them in the territory o f Tritchinopoly, and differ flill 
more from thofe of Madura and Tinivelly, having neither forts nor 
military array. T h ey acknowledge no considerable chiefs, and live 
in fmall parcels, connected by choice or relation; fo that their dif- 
putes rarely exceed the private revenge o f individuals. T h ey re
gard all other people as booty; but robbery amongft them- 
felves as the greateft crim e: and any one of them efcorting a 
Stranger is a Sufficient prote&ion again ft all the reft; but without 
this Safeguard, which is always paid for, the traveller rifques his 
life at every ftep. Contemptible in the open held, where they 
rarely truft themfelves, they are much more dextrous than any o f  
thefe races in the pra&ices o f ambufcade and theft. T h ey had 
plundered the country up to the gates of Madura o f all the cattle 
robbed all the villages, and continued to waylay whatfoever parties 
were returning to the city with provisions from other quarters. As all 
o f the troops with Mahomed Ifibof were fit for hoftilities againft Such 
an enemy, he refolved to employ them in attacking their haunts, whilft 
his levies were forming to better difcipline. He, however, attended 
the fervice himfelf, which appeared more like one o f the general 
huntings peculiar to Afia, than a military expedition. Avenues 
were cut into the foreft, and the inhabitants fhot as they fled ; but 

7«ne. fome were referved to be releafed, or executed, on occafion. A  month 
was, however, employed before he had completed this revenge, and 
reduced them to beg quarter, and pay cattle, their only money 
moftly colleaed by theft; which, with others he procured, to the 
amount of 1000 beeves, and 2000 fheep, were fent to Tritchino- 
poly, from whence they were forwarded at different times by Cap
tain Jofeph Smith to the fea-coaft, for the ufe o f the Squadron,

and



and enabled th em  to keep the w indw ard flation, w ithout confirm ing 17 5 9 .

their own flo ck  o f  provifiohs.' • '— v— '

On the fecond of July he began his march from Madura, with Dy«/”.ber’ 
600 horfe, 3000 Sepoys* and 2400 other foot belonging to Tondi- 
man, and the Moravers, in all 6000 men. His artillery was one 
eighteen-pounder, and nine from fix and lower. He was fcant of 
powder, having none but what he made himfelf; for, fince the 
definition of the mill at Madrafs by Mr. Lally, the prefidency could 
not fupply their troops and garrifotis in the Carnatic from their 
own produce; bu borrowed from-the fquadron, and received from 
Bombay. The mufkets of his Sepoys were old, infirm, of various 
nations, and not fufficient in number, and were Supplied by fowl
ing-pieces, and any fuzees he could collect. He was likewife in 
want of flints, which are fubftituted in fome parts of India by 
agate ; o f which there is none in thefe countries. A ll thefe wants 
Ke reprefented to the prefidency, and efpecially requefled two 
eighteen-pounders, and two field-pieces o f fix, with a full fupply 
o f (hot.

His firfl march wras to Calancandan. He had taken this fort in 
1756; but after his departure for the Carnatic, the Pulitaver and 
Vadagherri had extended their 'acquisitions thus far, and placed their 
guard in Calancandan. It was a mud fort, without cannon, and, 
after a flight refiftance, Submitted to his. From hence he proceed
ed to take up the large detachment he had fent forward againfl 
Etiaporum; who, by continually ravaging the diftrits of this po- 
lygar, kept his troops on their own ground, and deterred both him 
and Catabominaigue from marching acrofs the country to join the 
Pulitaver: having Sufficiently conflrained thefe chiefs, the de
tachment proceeded againfl Coilorepettah, which Hands nearly mid
w ay in the flreightefl road between Madura and Tinivelly, about 
50 miles from each. This fort had likewife been flormedin June 
1756 bv Mahomed Iffoof, and carried with confiderable lofs. The 
polygar was then taken prifoner; whether reflored or Succeeded by 
another, we do not find; but the place was at this time in the 
hands q f one who defended it as w e ll; for 100 of the Sepoys were 
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1759. killed and wounded in the attack, which lafted three days, and then 
v— v—■ the polygar made his efcape by night. The fort was immediately 
C y"y.£r' razed to the ground, after which the detachment joined the main 

body with Mahomed Ifloor, and the whole proceeding by the way 
o f Gangadaram, arrived at Tinivelly in the middle of July. They 
were fcarcely arrived, when Maphuze Khan, whofe mind always 
wavered with every change of circumftances, wrote a letter to Ma
homed Moof, offering to quit his allies, and proceed to the Car
natic ; provided he was allowed a fuitable jaghire for his mainte
nance : He even afked a fafeguard to come to Tinivelly. Mahomed 
Moof, without authority, allured him that his requefts fhould be 
complied w ith ; and recommended them to the Prefidency, by 
whom they were referred to the Nabob.

The midland country, for thirty miles to the north of the town 
of Tinivelly, is open and of great cultivation, and, lying between 
the eaftern and weftern Polygars, had been the favourite field of 
their depredations. The principal ffation from which the eaftern 
made their inroads into thefe diftridts was the fort and wood of 
Wootamally, fituated 35 miles N. n . w . o f Tinivelly. T he Poly
gar , grown rich by eafy plunder, had many colleries, who were 
well armed ; and Mahomed Ifloof foon after his arrival at Tinivelly, 
marched againf! him with the greateft part of his force, and in a 
few days reduced his fort, in which he placed fome troops; and fta- 
tioned a guard o f 50 horle, and fome peons and colleries in a place 
called Shorandah, as an intermediate poft. Pie was no fooner re
turned to Tinivelly, than a multitude of colleries belonging to the 
Pulitaver and Vadgherri furprized the guard at Shorandah, and 
either killed or took all their horfes, with their riders; on w h ic h  

Mahomed Moof detached feven companies of Sepoys, recovered 
the poft, and remained in it, in- order to protect the adjacent 
country.

Equal confufion prevailed in the diftridts to the fouth o f Tinivelly. 
The troops of the Maliaver, or King of Travancore, were making 
incurfions from their wall to feize the harvefts at the foot o f 
the hills from Calaead to Cape Comorin.. The variety of dif- 
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tractions, which exifted on every fide, could not be all oppoled at 1759. 
the fame time, unlefs a greater army were embodied, than all the '— v-—*- 
revenues of the two provinces could defray. But the king was £Cem er* 
the leaft inveterate enemy to the E nglilh; becaufethe polygar of Va- 
dagherri had provoked his refentment, by continually employing his 
colleries to make depredations in his country on the other fide of the 
mountains, through the pafs of Shencottah, which lies 15 miles to 
the fouth of Vadagherri. On this ground of common enmity, Ma
homed liiboif opened a negotiation with the king ; who confented tea 
a conference at the gates of his country near the promontory. They 
met in the end of Auguft, and the interview palled with much po- 
litenefs and feeming cordiality. The king, at leaft publicly, de
manded nothing, and agreed to defift from his inroads into the diftrifts 
of Tinivelly, and to aft with a confiderable force in conjunction with; 
Mahomed Ifloof againft Vadagherri, and the Pulitaver. On the 3d of; Auguft. 
September, Mahomed H o o f hill remaining at the gates of Travan- September* 
oore, was joined by 1000 of the king’s Sepoys, armed with heavy 
muikets made in his own country, and ; difeiplined, although auk- 
wardly, in the European manner ; but they were well fupplied 
with ftores and ammunition. He then returned to Tinivelly, and; 
marching from thence with his whole force, in deference to the 
king, proceeded diredtly againft Vadagherri,. although 20 miles 
beyond Nellitangaville, the refidence o f the Pulitaver : when 
arrived near Shencottah, he was joined by an army full as large 
as his-own, confifting of 10,000 more of the King’s troops of 
various kinds of infantry, who had marched through the pafs.- 
This was perhaps the greateft force that had been aflembled 
for fome centuries in this country. Vadagherri defended his woods 
for a day, in which about 100 men were killed and wounded on both; 
tides ; but in the night abandoned ‘his fort, and efcaped .away to the 
Pulitaver at Nellitangaville.

T h e  arrival of fuch a guell, who, for the firft time, had been re- Oftoberi*- 

disced to filch diftrefs,, frightened the Pulitaver; and let his cunning 
to work to divert the ftorm from himfelf. The repulfe of the Enghfh • 
troops at the attack of the pettah at Vandiwafh on the 30th of
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1759. September, was known in the country, and was believed, as the 
French had reprefented it, a fignal defeat. Maphuze Khan had re- 

0  Sober'. ceived letters from Baflaulut Jung and the government of Pondi
cherry, which encouraged him to think, that they ffiould very foon 
overpower the Englifh in the Carnatic, when he might expeCt to 
be fubftituted to his brother Mahomed A lly , who was to be 
depofed from the Nabobffiip. This correfpondence, and thefe ex
pectations, the Pulitaver communicated to the king' o f Travancore, 
and offered, if  he would quit the Englifh, and join Maphuze Caun 
againft them, to give him whatfoever diftriCts in the Tiiiivelly 
country might lie convenient to his own. The King immediately 
expofed thefe documents to Mahomed Ihoof, and Handing on 
his importance, demanded the ceffion of Calacad and the adjacent 
diftri&s, for which he had fo long contended againft the Nabob’s 
government. He faid, that more territory than he claimed had 
already been recovered with his afliftance; that what might 
be refufed ,by one, would be readily given to him by another ; 
and that, if  he fhould join the polygars, the Nabob’s authority 
would never be eftablifhed in the Tinivelly country. Mahomed 
Ifloof, whilft perplexed with this dilemma, was informed that 
the two eighteen-pounders, with 500 mulkets, which had been lent, 
according to his requeft, from Madrafs, were loft at fea ; and that 
the.two fix-pounders, although landed, were flopped by the Dutch 
agent at Tutacorin. This mifchance gave greater weight to the 
king’s arguments, and greater value to his affiftance; for the force 
o f  Mahomed Iftoof alone was not fufficient to reduce the Pulitaver, 
whom all the beft colleries in the country were flocking to defend. 
He therefore furrendered the diftridts which the king demanded; 
and the. P reddency approved the ceffion : hut the Nabob fufpeCted 
that it had been promifed by Ifloof at his. firft interview with the 
king, in order to fecure his future affiftance to his own ambitious 
views.

As foon as this agreement was fettled, the Travancores moved 
November. again in conjunction with his troops. On the 6th o f November, 

they invefted the wood and fort of Eafaltaver, which was one o f

the



the dependencies o f the Pulitaver. The Colleries defended the 1759. 
wood three days, and then abandoned both ; and retired to Nelli- '— v— 
tangaville. After this fuccefs, the want o f ammunition obliged N̂ovember 
Mahomed Iffoof to remain until he received fupplies from Madura, 
Palamcotah, and Anjengo. The army of Travancore, to prevent 
difgufts from difparity of cuftoms, encamped feparately, but in light 
o f Mahomed Moors ; and on the 20th of November, a body of 
5 or 6000 Colleries attacked the camp o f the Travancores in open 
day. Mahomed Iffoof, on the firft alarm, fent his horfe, and fol
lowed with his Sepoys and other foot; but the colleries retreated 
before they came Up, and their nimblenefs, with the ruggednefs of 
the country, rendered the purfuit of little avail. They had killed 
and wounded 100 o f the Travancores, before they went off. A  day 
or two after this Ikirmilh, Mahomed Iffoof received three howitzes, 
with fome ftores, and a fupply of ammunition from Anjengo ; and 
the two fix-pounders with their Ihot likewife came up from Tuta- 
corin ; he then moved with his allies, and on the 4th of December 
fet down before Walhinelore, another fort dependant on the Puli
taver, much Monger than any he had, excepting Nellitangaville, 
from which it is fituated twenty miles to the n . w . and twelve in 
the fame dire&ion from Outamaly.

This fort flood within three miles from the great range of moun
tains, at the foot of which ran a thick wood, extending two miles 
into the plain, and within 1300 yards of the weft and louth fides of 
the fort, but turned to a much greater diftance on the, north, and to 
the eaft the plain was open, and everywhere covered with profufe 
cultivation. A  very extenfive pettah, the refidence of fome thoufand 
inhabitants, commenced within forty yards, and extended t2oo to 
the n . e . of the walls : a thick thorn hedge, with barriers, furround- 
ed both the pettah and the fort. The extent o f the fort was 650 by 
300 yards : it was of mud, but almoft as hard as brick ; it had four 
large fquare towers, one at each angle, and feveral linaller, which 
were round, between. Every tower was a feparate redoubt, enclofed 
by a parapet, to command within as well as without the fo rt: the 
accefs to the tower was a fteep rampart, only two feet broad, the en- 
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5I7Co trance a narrow wicket in the parapet; the curtain b e t w e e n ^  
towers hadno parapet, and was only a rarnpart Hoping on both lides 

December. bafe of T , feet to 3 a top ; but the flope from within was
lefs lharp than from without, fo that if  affaulted the de- 

fenders might eafilv run up to the top. The parapets of the towers 
have circular holesVor the ufe of fmall arms, but no openings pre
pared for cannon, o f which there was not a tingle piece m the fort. 
This defcription we believe fuits all the forts in the Madura ana 
Tm ivelly countries, exceptingPalamcotah, and Maaura itfelf,^ which, 
are built of ftone, and with the fame defences as the foits in the 
Carnatic. The Colleries on this fide of the Tm ivelly country, 
poffefs nothing of the uglinefs or deformity which generally cha
racterize the inhabitants of the hills and wilds of India. T h ey 
are tall, well-made, and well-featured. Their arms are lances and 
pikes, bows and arrows, rockets, and matchlocks, but whether 
with or without other weapons, every man conftantly wears a 
lword and ffiield. In battle, the different arms move in difiinCt 
bodies; but the lancemen are rated the moil eminent, and lead all 
attacks. This weapon is 18 feet long ; they tie under the point a 
tuft of fcarlet horfe-hair, and when they attack horfe, add a fmall 
bell. Without previous exercife, they affemble in a deep column, 
preffing clofe together, and advance at a long heady hep, in fome 
degree of time, their lances inclining forward, but aloft, o f which, 
the elafticity and vibration, with the jingle, dazzle and fcare the 
cavalry; and their approach is fcarcely lefs formidable to infan
try not difciplined with fire-arms. The importance o f  W alhi- 
nelore, and the great force which was come againft it, brought 
fome thoufands of Colleries to its relief; but all, excepting 8 or 900 
chofen men, allotted to defend the walls, kept in the woods : from 
whence every day and night parties fallied, and alarmed or attacked 
one or other, and fometimes both the camps ; and greater bodies on 
three different days made general attacks on the batteries, o f which 
thele continued interruptions retarded the conftruftion, infomuch 
that they were not finilhed until the 26th, 20 days after the arrival
o f  the armies ; but the howitzes had commenced before. The only 
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efficacious gun was the 18 pounder, which Mahomed Iffoof had 1759*̂ 
brought from Madura, for the reft were only 6 pounders and low er; Dccetnber> 
but from exceflive firing, the 18 pounder burft the day after it was 
mounted ; and by this time, all the ammunition, as well oi the bat
teries as troops, excepting the quantity which prudence required to 
be referved for defence, was expended. However, part o f the pa
rapet o f the tower fired upon, was beaten down, and Mahomed 
Iffoof refolved to ftorm the next day. Many troops of both armies 
waited on the aflault; and as foon as it began, the 1 uhtavei, with 
3000 chofen colleries, who had marched in the night from Nelli- 
tangaville, iffued from the wood and fell upon the camp of Mahomed 
Iffoof, drove away the troops that guarded it, and began to commit 
every kind of deftruaion. Mahomed Iffoof inftantly fent back a 
large body to repulfe them, and continued the aflault; but the gar- 
rifon within received double animation from trie Pulitavei s fucceis, 
which was announced to them by the ufual war-cry and the found
ing o f their conchs. A ll the other colleries colleded in the woods 
appeared likewifo, as i f  on the fame notice, and in different bands 

7 attacked the troops at the batteries, and at the foot of the breach ; 
and although continually repulfed, continually rallied, and witn the 
refolution of the garrifon faved the fort until the evening, and then 
waited in the woods to interrupt the renewal of the aflault in the 
night; but fo much of the referved ammunition had been expended in 
the day, that Mahomed Iffoof deemed it dangerous to remain any 
longer before the fort, and drew off his artillery. T w o hundred of his 
troops and of the Travancores were killed, but more of the enemy..
T h e  next day he moved to a diftance, and difmiffed the Travancores, 
w ho proceeded through the pafs of Shencotty to their own country, 
and Mahomed Iffoof returned with his own troops,  ̂ and thofe lent 
him  by Tondiman and the Moravers, to the town of Tinivelly.

E n d  of the E l e v e n t h  B o o k .
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B O O K XII.

T
h e  two armies in the Carnatic continued, during the fir ft days 117^°\ 
o f January, in their encampments near Arcot, equally cautious Januarŷ  

of rifquing any attempt of confequence, becaufe both were waiting - 
the refult of their negotiations to bring Innis Khan with his Morattoes 
to their afiiftance. Both offered 60,000 rupees; but, whilft the 
Englifh were propofing conditional bills, the French fent ready 
money, which determined his preference. - He arrived on the 8th in 
the French-camp, with 3000 mounted, and a greater number of foot 
plunderers, who are called Pandarums, and always troop with the 
horfe, as* we have defcribed when Bajinrow joined Clive in the fight 
near Arni. The next day, the French army filed off from their en
campment which extended from the fuburbsof Arcot along the fouth 
fide of the Paliar, and took the road towards Trivatore; and, as they 
were going off, M r.Lally, with a large body of Morattoes, fome of the 
European horfe, and two field-pieces, crofted the river, and advanced - 
to Trimuddi, an out-poft, three miles in front o f the Englifh camp • 
at Chinafimundrum. A  cannonade enfued, but more guns and troops ' 
coming up, Mr. Lally retired, and recrofled the river : during which, 
a body of 200- Morattoes, with whom Colonel Coote had treated, 
came over-from the enemy’s, and joined his camp. In the evening, •
Colonel Coote proceeded acrofs the river, with an effort o f horfe, 1 
and reconnoitred the enemy’s line of march, and fufpefting,, that 
they m ight intend againft Vandivalh, -took his meafure's accord
ingly, Orders were difpatched to Captain Sherlock, who com- ’

man-ded -



1760. manded in the fort, to defend it to extremity, and to the two com- 
— ,— ' panies of Sepoys at Trivatore, to repair thither immediately. T h e 

January. baggage of the army was fent off that night to Covrepauk; and in
the morning the whole army moved from Chinafimundrum, where 
they had lain eighteen days, and in the evening pitched anew on 
the bank of the Paliar, five miles lower down than the ground 
which the French had occupied on the other fide. A  ftrong poll: of 
horfe and foot was advanced at fome diftance towards Arcot, and 

•another on the left, with orders to keep up continual patroles. T he 
next day palled without any alarm from the enemy, or intelligence 
of.confequence concerning them, who neverthelefs were not idle. 

t Mr. Tally had formed another project befides that which Colonel 
Coote fufpefted ;• and, to accomplilh it, had not fuffered his army 
to advance with half the expedition they might. They were on the 
n t h ,  the third day after they quitted their encampment, no far
ther than Papantanguel, fix miles on this fide o f Trivatore, and 
halted there the greateft part o f the day. Towards the evening, 
all were under arms, and the {lores and baggage loaded; but, in- 
Head of marching on, he difplayed them on the plain, facing to 
the Paliar, and then exercifed them as if  for practice, in large 
evolutions, which were calculated to fling the whole line to the 
eaftward, with all the horfe, Morattoes, as well as Europeans, on 
the right, of whom the outermoft, when the exercife ended, were 
fix miles from Papantanguel. Having thus whiled away the time 
until the clofe of the evening, he continued all on the ground they 
flood until it wras dark ; and then feparated the army into two di- 
vifions. The horfe, excepting fome which rejoined the fecond, filed 
off, followed by 300 Sepoys, who had formed next to them, and 
marched on as fall as they could, keeping together ; the reft o f the 
army, which confifted o f all the European infantry, with the 
baggage and artillery, were ordered to follow, but without ftrain. 
Mr. Lally led the firft divifion himfelf. After a march o f 15 miles, 
in which they had crofted the Paliar, they arrived at eight in the 
morning at Conjeveram; expedling to find in the town the magazines 
o f  rice which fupplied the Englifh army ; but they had no fuch ftore, 
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living on the pur chafe o f the day ; nor had the inhabitants more than 1760. 
the common provifion o f their houfes ; but in the pagoda was the 
hofpitai, and a ftock o f military ftores, under the guard of two com- J : “
panies o f Sepoys, commanded by Lieutenant Chilftiolm, of which the 
capture would have been diftreffing; but Mr. Lally having brought no 
cannon made no attempt on the pagoda, and employed his troops 
in colleding plunder, and fetting fire to the houfes of the town ; 
during which, the Sepoys, and all the fick in the pagoda, who could 
move, came out, and being well acquainted with the ftreets and covers, 
continually attacked their fmaller parties and ftragglers, and whenever 
likely to be over-powered, difappeared. In the evening the enemy 
retreated, driving oft 2000 bullocks, the moft valuable part of their 
booty, loaded with the trumpery they had colle&ed. By this time the 
other diviiion of the army had arrived at Jangolam, a village on tne 
bank of the Paliar, three miles from Conjeveram, from whence both 
united, immediately proceeded, and the next day reached Trivatore.

T h e  neareft ground of the French line, whilft marching on this 
exploit, was eight miles from the advanced poftof the Englilh camp, 
whofe black horfe, awed by the number of the Morattoes, were 
afraid to venture, and could not be trufted fo fai abroad; and the 
European horfe, being only one hundred, were not even fuflicient 
for the neceffary patroles of the camp ; fo that the firft intelligence 
o f the enemy’s march was from Lieutenant Chifliolm at Conjeveram, 
fent as foon as they appeared there. It arrived m the afternoon ;
Colonel Coote immediately fet off with the cavalry, and ordered tne 
whole army to follow, which was in march before the fun fet, and 
before it rofe at Conjeveram, where Colonel Coote, with the cavalry, 
had arrived at one in the morning. The way is twenty-one miles.

It was now a month, that Mr. Buffy had afted once more in the 
field in conjunction with Mr. L ally ; and the mtercourfe had only 
encreafed the averfion. T he late errors o f Mr. L ally ’s operations, 
which had loft Vandivafh and Carangoly, without gaining any thing 
equivalent by the expedition to Seringham, had lowered his limitary 
charaaer throughout the army ; and even his own regiment as well 

as Lorrain, although the King’s troops, began to acknowledge^tne



,1760. iuperior-talents of Mr. Bufiy to conduct the war t the battalion of
v— v— > India always thought fo. Mr. Lally imputed this rifing predilection

j 4iKiaiy. in the officers to the influence o f Mr. Bully’s money, and amongff the 
loldiers to the intrigues of Father St. E  lie van, a crazy, bufyjefuit, who 
officiated in the camp, and confefled the regiment of Lorrain : his an
tipathy no longer liftened to any reffraints. As foon as the army re
turned to Trivatore, Mr. ;Bufly alked his leave to retire to Pondicherry 

■ for the recovery o f a painful dilorder, which incapacitated him for 
fatigue : but Mr. Lally forbid him in the name of the king to quit the 
held. He obeyed, and gave his beft opinion concerning the future 
operations of the campaign. “  The Englilh, he faid, would not fee 

Vandivalh taken, without rifquing a battle to fave it, in which the 
“  French army would be deprived o f all the force employed in the 
44 f  ege; and from the neceffity of covering it, not matter o f the choice 
54 of advantages in the action : whereas, if  the whple of the regular 
44 troops kept together on the banks of the Paliar, and detached 
“  the whole body of Morattoes to lay wafte the Englilh diftri&s, 
44 their army would foon be reduced to the neceffity, either of 
“  giving battle at difadvantage, or o f  feeking its fubfhence under 
44 the walls o f Madrafs.”  No advice could be more judicious ; for 
the firft divifion o f the Morattoes, although only 1000, had ven
tured to carry their ravages as far as Pondamalee and Vendalore. 
and by cutting off every kind of provifion on every fide, had re
duced the Englilh camp to as great want, as they brought abundance 
to the French, where they fold the beeves they had plundered at 
feven for a rupee, and rice at half its value in any other part of 
the country ; and at this very time the Prefidency o f Madrafs, anxious 
for the lofs of their fureft revenues, repented that they had not 
bought the Morattoes on their own terms, and were advifing Colonel 
Coote to fall back nearer to the adjacencies of the town. But Mr. 
Lally fufpected Mr. Buffy’s advice, as defigned to prevent or dilparage 
the activity of his own operations ; and on the 14th marched away 
from Trivatore, with a detachment of 500 Europeans, half the 
European cavalry, 500 Morattoes, 1000 Sepoys, and four field-pieces, 
Laving Mr. Bufiy with the main body at Trivatore, as the moil 
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central fituation, at hand to join his own divifion, if  the Englifh army 1760. 
fhould march after i t ; or ready to oppofe and interrupt them, if  they h- v— * 
fhould go againfl: Arcot, in order to divert the liege of Vandivafh.

On the 14th in the evening, Colonel Coote received intelligence 
o f Mr. L ally ’s arrival at Vandivafh, and the next day marched 
w ith  his whole force from Conjeveram, eroding the Paliar to the 
s. E. inftead of following the enemy by the longer, but better road 
o f Trivatore. On the 1 7th, they arrived, and encamped near Ou- 
tramalore, This fituation, lying half-way in the road between 
Vandivafh and Chinglapett, fecured the communication with this 
place, and from henee with Madrafs : it likewife had Carangoly in 
its rear to the left. The fort at Outramalore having long been ne
glected, was open in feveral parts from top to bottom of the w a ll; 
but was a much more defenilble repofitory for the ftores and baggage 
o f the army, than any poft in the open plain.

Captain Sherlocke kept 30 Europeans and 300 Sepoys in the fouth 
pettah o f Vandivafh, which Mr. Lally attacked at three in the 
morning with all his infantry, in two divifions : the one, in which 
the Europeans were marines from the fquadron, was allotted to the 
weftern rampart, and only intended to make a diverfion during the 
real attack on the oppofite ; where the Europeans were of L ally’s 
regiment, and led by himfelf. Both divifions were difeovered and 
fired upon before they gained the foot o f the w a ll; and the marines, 
unufed to fuch fervices, broke, and ran round to Mr. Lally’s divifion, 
who, fuppofing them enemies, fired upon them until the mi flake 
was difeovered. Nothing more was attempted until eight o’clock 
the next morning, when all the infantry in one column, with two 
field-pieces at their head, advanced againfl; the fouth-fide of the 
pettah ; but the fire to which they were expofed, brought the front 
o f  the column to a halt without orders. Mr. Lally rode up, dif- 
mounted, and calling for volunteers, ran to the ditch, and mounted 
the wall, himfelf the firft. The whole column immediately poured 
after him ; and the troops in the pettah, having no orders to defend 
it to extremity, efcaped along the ftreets, and regained the fort 
without any lofs in the retreat; in the whole defence only four or five 
had been killed ; but the enemy loft twelve Europeans, befides Se- 

V ol. II. 4 E  poys, j



1760, pays, and more wounded of both. They immediately entrenched 
'— v— > the openings of the ftreets facing the fort, and began to raife a

January. battery in the N. e . angle o f the pettah, again ft the fame tower
which Colonel Coote had breached, and nearly on the fame ground.

A  thoufand o f the Morattoes had been ordered to obferve the 
motions of the Englifh army; but they followed nothing but plunder, 
and continued fpreading themfelves to the north o f  the Paliar; and 
as Mr. Tally never rewarded fufficiently to encourage daring fpies, 
the firft news he received of the approach of the Engliih army, was 
on the 1 7th at fun-rife, by a letter from Mr. Bully at Trivatore, by 
which time they were arrived at Outramalore. His averlion to the 
authority, made him unwilling to accept the information as authen
tic ; and at firif he only ordered part of the army to advance from 
Trivatore : but, on farther intelligence, left Mr. Bully to aft accord
ing to his difcretion ; who at five in the afternoon marched with the 
whole, and arrived at Vandivalh before midnight.

The Engliih army arrived at Outramalore without provifions, and 
too much fatigued to march on, and reach Vandivalh, before Mr. 
Bully’s divilion had joined Mr. Lully’s there, which, otherwile, on 
their appearance, mull: either have retreated, or would have Hood 
their ground with great inferiority and difadvantage. T h e  horfe, as- 
foon as the foot were encamped, went abroad to rummage the villages 
for provifions, and the next day the troop of huflars fell in with 50 Mo
rattoes, of whom they killed one, and took twelve with their horfes. 
Still the want of grain continued in the camp, and it was found 
that the renter, although he depended on Madrafs, had fold his ftore 
to fome agents, probably employed by the French, at Sadrafs ; on 
which he was fcized, and confined without eating, until the army 
was fupplied ; and: his people in a few hours brought enough for the 
immediate want, and promifed more. The fcarcity had, however,, 
been no obflacle to the operations o f the army ; for Colonel Coote 
had resolved not to advance upon the enemy,, until they were ready 
to afiault Vandivalh, when he fhould have his choice o f  attacking 
eitner the troops employed agaitifl: the fort, or the army which co
w e d  them,in the plain. This. Mr. Buffy forefaw, and again advifed
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Mr. Lally to defifl from the fiege -until a better opportunity ; and i 
to keep his whole force together, until the Englifh either fought b—v— > 
or retired ; but Mr. L ally  as before could not brook inflrudtion from " 1 c
the rival he detefled, and perfifled.

Their battery did not open until the 20th ; having waited for the 
cannon, which were brought 70 miles from the ramparts of Val- 
dore, on carriages fent from Pondicherry. They were two eighteen, 
and two o f twenty-four. By the night of the 20th the wall o f the 
fauflebray was opened. Colonel Coote, on this intelligence, marched  ̂
the next day with all the cavalry to reconnoitre the enemy's fitu- 
ation and the (late o f the fiege, and receiving, when near, a meffage 
from Sherlocke, that they had breached the main rampart, went 
back, and halted at Tirimbourg, a village half way, to which he or
dered the main body of the army to advance without delay from 
Outramalore, but to fend their heavy baggage, for better fecurity, to 
Carangoly. They arrived at Tirimbourg in the night; at fun-rife,
Colonel Coote taking with him 1000 o f the black horfe, and the 
two troops o f European, with two companies of Sepoys, advanced - 

m  front o f  the main body o f the army, which he ordered to follow, 
but without prefling their march.

T h e diflance from Tirimbourg to Vandivafh is feven miles ; the 
road leads from the N. E. to the s. w . T he mountain of Vandivafh 
lies in the fame direction, extending more than a league in length. The 
fort (lands two miles to the s. o f the mountain, but nearer to the 
weftern than the eaflern end. The French army was encamped 
diredtly oppofite to the eaflern end o f the mountain, at the diflance 
o f  three miles, and at two to the weft o f the fort. The camp was 
in two lines feparated by paddy fields; a great tank covered the left 
flank of both lines. A t 300 yards in front of this tank, but a little 
on its left, was another, and farther on, likewife on the left of 
this, another, neither more than 200 yards in circumference, and 
both dry ; and the bank which furrounded the foremofl tank had 
been converted into a retrenchment, in which were mounted fome 
pieces o f  cannon, which commanded the plain in front, and flanked
in its whole length the efplanade in front of the camp.
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1760. All the Morattoes were returned, and lying with their plunder 
*■— v— ■> under the foot of the mountain, extending along it towards the n . e .
January. erKp Their fcouts brought intelligence of the approach of Colonel

Coots’s diviiion, on which all mounted, as did the European cavalry 
in the French camp, and the whole Ip read in different bodies acrofs 
the plain to the ead of the mountain. Colonel Coote, with 200 
o f the black cavalry, followed by the two companies o f Sepoys, was 
advancing a mile in front of the reft of the cavalry, which com- 
pofed the diviiion he was leading ; and the Morattoes lent forward 
200 of their horfe, on which he halted, called up the Sepoys, and 
interfperfed them in platoons between the troops o f horle.

The advanced body o f the Morattoes neverthelefs pulhed on, but 
were flopped by the fire of the Sepoys, before they came to the 
ufe of the fword. Neverthelefs, they recovered after their wheel, 
flood till within reach o f the Sepoys again, then turned again, and 
in this manner fell back to thei'r main body, which with the French 
cavalry had gatliered, and w'ere drawn up, extending in a line to 
the eaft, from the end o f the mountain ; the French on the right 
o f the Morattoes.

Colonel Coote, whilft halting for the Sepoys, had lent o ff a melfen- 
ger, ordering up the body o f cavalry, which were a mile behind, and 
the firft five companies of Sepoys with two of the field-pieces from the 
head of the line of infantry, to come on likewife as fall as they could 
march : the cavalry foon joined him, but more time was requifite 
for the Sepoys and guns, as the line was three miles off. During 
which, Colonel Coote, by continual halts, advanced very llowly ; 
and the enemy’s cavalry continued on the ground they had chofen. 
A t eight o’clock the detachment of Sepoys, with the guns, came 
up, when the diviiion with Coote were at an afcent, which inter
cepted them from the fight of the enemy, who, although they had 
perceived the cloud of march, had not diftinguilhed the two guns 
which accompanied the Sepoys, who, joined by the other two com
panies, formed in a line in the rear o f the cavalry, with the guns 
in the c e n te rth e  two troops o f European horfe were in the center of 
the cavalry in the firft line. In this order the two lines advanced

againft



againfl the enemy, who were ftill waiting for them; but when at the 1760. 
diftance of 20oyards, the cavalry opened from the centre, and brought 
themfelves round, divided on each wing o f the Sepoys, in the fecond 
line; and the inftant the ground was clear, the two field-pieces began 
quick firing on the enemy’s line o f cavalry, which were fetting off to 
take advantage of the evolution making by the Englifh. The field- 
pieces were, one a twelve, the other a fix-pounder, both of brafs ; and 
Captain Robert Barker, although he commanded the whole o f the • 
Company’s artillery, had come up with, and now ferved them him- 
f e l f : the effedl anfwered the good-will and dexterity; the fire was 
directed among!! the Morattoes ; and every fhot was feen to overfet 
men and horfes, which flopped their career, but not before they 
were within reach o f the mufketry of the Sepoys ; and fome of them 
on the wings had even rode in among!! the outward o f the Englifh 
cavalry during their evolution ; but the encreafmg havock which fell 
among!! them icon after, put the whole body to flight, and they 
galloped away to their camp, leaving the French cavalry alone, who 
were advancing in regular order on their right, again!! whom the 
field-pieces were then directed, which they flood for fome time, feern- 
ing to expect the Morattoes would rally ; but feeing them entirely 
gone off, turned and went off themfelves, but ftill in order, and 
w ith much compofure. - - ' ,

Colonel Coote advanced with his divifion to the ground they had 
quitted, and feeing the plain clear, quite up to the French camp, 
fent orders to his line of infantry to halt, wherefoever the order fhould 
meet them, until he returned to them himfelf. There were fome 
gardens and other enclofures half a mile to the right of the ground 
which the French cavalry had occupied, whilft drawn up in a line 
with the Morattoes extending from the end o f the mountain. The 
enclofures were good fhelter on neceffity, and the ground beyond them 
excellent for the difplay and adlion of the whole army, which Colonel 
Coote having reconnoitred, ordered his divifion to file off to the left,, 
and to form on this ground, in the fame order as before ; the cavalry 
in a line in front, the Sepoys in. another behind therm.

As



1760. As foon as this difpofition was executed, he rode back to the
> . 1 line of infantry, which were halting, drawn up in two lines ac-
Januarj. corchng to the order of battle he had iffued to the principal officers 

in the preceding night. He fignified his intention of leading the 
army on to a general a&ion, which was received with acclamations, 
that left no doubt o f the ardour of the troops to engage the enemy 
they had fo long been feeking. The plain dry, hard, and even, ad- 
jnitted of their marching 01a in the fame order they were drawn up, 
without filing off in columns, fo that they were foon upon the 
ground where the advanced divifion were halting, when the cavalry 
wheeled from the right and left, and formed the third line o f  the 
main battle, and the five companies o f Sepoys took their place again 
on the right of the firft line ; but the two field-pieces, ftill attended 
by Captain Barker with the two detached companies of Sepoys, kept 
apart at fome diftance in front, but to the left of the firft line.

In this array the army ftood in full view of the French camp, in 
which no motions were perceived ; but no firing was heard againft 
the fort of Vandivaffi. Colonel Coote having waited h alf an hour 
to lee the effect of his appearance, rode forward with fome officers 
to reconnoitre the enemy’s camp, who fuffered them to approach near, 
without cannonading or fending out a party of cavalry to interrupt 
them.

The day began to wear, and Colonel Coote, as foon as he returned 
to the troops, ordered the whole to file off to the r ig h t; the infantry 
marched in two lines at the fame parallels they had drawrt up ; the 
baggage formed a third column on the right, and the cavalry followed 
in the rear o f all the three. They proceeded towards the fouth fide of 
the mountain, but inclining a little towards the French camp. A s foon 
as the firft files of the infantry came to the ftony ground which ex
tends from the foot o f the mountain, on which the enemy’s cavalry 
could not aft, the whole halted, and the two lines o f infantry facing 
to the right, prefented themfelves again in order o f battle, oppofite to 
the French camp, at the diftance o f a mile and a half, but out- 
ftretching it on the right; the baggage falling back at the fame time, 
gave place to the cavalry to refume their former ftation as the third line.
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T h e Morattoes were fpread at the foot o f the mountain to protect 1760.
their own camp, and none o f them ventured within reach of the two '— — *
guns, which during the march had kept on the left of the firft line; 
but fome of the French cavalry came out to reconnoitre, and were 
driven back by their fire. The army halted fome time in this 
{ituation, in expectation that the defiance would bring the French 
out of their camp ; but they ftili remained quiet; which obliged 
Colonel Coote to profecute the reft o f the operations he had me

ditated.
The ground for fome diftance from the foot of the mountain, 

is, as under all others in the Carnatic, encumbered with ftones 
and fragments o f rock. From this rugged ground up to the fort, 
the plain was occupied by rice fields. The Englifh army coaft- 
Ing the mountain until oppofite to the fort, and then making a 
converfion o f their lines to the right, would immediately be 
formed in the ftrongeft o f fituations; their right protected by 
the fire of the fort; their left by the impaflable ground under 
the mountain, and with the certainty o f throwing any number 
o f troops, without oppofition, into the fort; who, fallying with 
the garrifon to the other fide, might eafily drive the enemy 
from their batteries in the pettah ; from whence the whole of the 
Englifh army might likewife advance againft the French camp, with 
the choice of attacking it either on the flank, or in the rear, where 
the main defences, which had been prepared in the front of their en
campment, or arofe from the ufual dilpofitions on this fide, would 

become intirely ufelefs.
The Englifh army had no fooner began their march along the 

foot of the mountain, than M r. Lally perceived the intention, with 
all the confequences o f this able operation. The camp immediately 
beat to arms, and foon after the troops were feen Hilling to occupy 
the ground in front of its line, where the field of battle had been 

previoufly marked out.
T h e  French cavalry, 300 riders, all Europeans, formed on the 

xw ht - next to them were the regiment of Terrain,. 400 firelocks
°  3 '  if*.



1760. in the centre, the battalion of India, 700; next to them Lally’s,
1— v— > 4q0? whofe left were under the retrenched tank, in. which were
January. t ]i e  marines or troops from the fquadron, with Poete’s from

Ganjam, in all 300, with four field-pieces. Between the retrench
ment and Lally’s were three, the fame number between Lally’s 
and India, India and Lorrain, Lorrain and the cavalry; in all 16 
pieces. Four hundred of the Sepoys o f Hyder Jung, whom Mr.Bufly 
had brought from Cudapah, were polled at the tank in the rear of 
the retrenched tank where the marines were, whom they were to 
fupport on occafion : 900 Sepoys were ranged behind a ridge which 
ran along the front of the camp ; and at each extremity o f this ridge 
was a retrenchment guarded by 50 Europeans, which covered the 
entrances into the camp. The whole force drawn out, infantry, 
cavalry, and artillery, was 2250 Europeans, and 1300 Sepoys: 150 
Europeans and 300 Sepoys continued at the batteries againft Vandi- 
vafli; but none o f the Morattoes, although 3000, left the ground and 
protedtion o f their own camp to affifl their allies in this decifive 
hour.

The fight o f the French army iffuing into the open plain gave 
Colonel Coote all he intended by the preceding operations of the day. 
Fie inftantly halted his lines, which had advanced fome way along the 
foot of the mountain. Facing as foon as they halted, the two ffrft lines 
were in order o f battle, oppofite but obliquely to the enemy. The 
baggage were fent back under the efcort of two companies of Se
poys, to a village in the rear, and the cavalry as before took their 
place in the third line.

The Englifh army confified of 1900 Europeans, o f  whom 80 
were cavalry, 2100 Sepoys, 1250 black horfe, and 26 field-pieces. 
In the firft line were Coote’s regiment on the right, the Company’s 
two battalions in the centre, Draper’s on the le f t ; but all without 
their grenadiers ; and 1800 Sepoys were equally divided.on the right 
and left of the Europeans in this lin e ; in the intervals of which 
were 10 pieces o f cannon, three on each fide of the Company’s bat
talions, and two between Coote’s and Draper’s and the Sepoys. In 
the fecond line were all the grenadiers o f the army, 300, with a field- 
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piece next, and beyond 200 Sepoys on each of their flanks : the ca- 1760. 
valry formed the third lin e; the 80 Europeans, as before, in the 1 -»
center of the black horfe ; the two field-pieces with the two com- Januai7* 
panies o f Sepoys o f the morning ftill continued apart, advanced as 
before a little on the left of the firft line.

As the Englifh army were marching up, and before they were 
within cannon fhot, Mr. Lally, putting himfelf at the head o f the 
European cavalry on the right, fet off with them, and taking a 
large fweep on the plain, came down, intending to fall upon 
the horfe o f the Englifh army, which made their third line.
The black horfe, who were nine-tenths o f this body, pretended 
to wheel, in order to meet the enemy’s, but purpofely confufed 
themfelves fo much, that fome went off immediately, which gave 
a pretext to the reft to follow them, and the 80 Europeans were left 
alone, who faced and drew up properly to receive the charge, rely
ing on better afliftance. As foon as the intention o f Mr. L ally  was 
underffood, the divifion o f Sepoys on the left of the firft line 
were ordered to fall back in an angle from the front, ready to 
take the enemy’s cavalry in flank as they were approaching, but 
performed the evolution with fo little firmnefs, that little hope was 
entertained of any execution from their fire; but Captain Barker 
with the 2 guns of the feparate detachment, had watched, and di- 
refling his own by the movement of the enemy, was within point 
blank of them juft before they were oppofite and riding in on the flank 
and rear of the horfe, where only the European were ready to op- 
pofe them, for all the black were gone. In lefs than a minute the 
quick firing of the two guns brought down ten or 15 men or horfes, 
which, as ufual, threw the next to them, and they the whole, into 
confufion ; and the horfes growing every moment wilder, all turned 
and went off on the full gallop, leaving Mr. Lally, as he aflerts, 
fingly alone. I f  fo, he could not have ftaid long where he was, for 
the European horfe, on feeing the enemy’s check, were advancing ; 
and many o f the black, encouraged by the fecurity, were returning, 
and the whole foon after fet off after the enemy, whom they purfued 
in a long courfe quite to the rear of their camp 
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1760. The Englifh army halted ten minutes in attention to this attack,
^  during which the French line cannonaded, but beyond the proper
January. eyen for ball, and neverthelefs often fired grape, and nei

ther with any effe&. T he Englifh did not begin to anfwer until 
nearer, and then perceiving their own fire much Detter direaea, halt
ed in order to preferve this advantage, as long as the enemy permitted 
it to continue, by not advancing fiom the front o f their camp, hdr, 
Tally retiring from the Englifh cavalry, and deferted by his own, 
rejoined his line o f infantry, which he found buffering, and with 
much impatience, from the Englifh cannonade: his own impetuo- 
fity concurred with their eagernefs to be led to immediate decifion, 
and he gave the order to advance. The Englifh line was not diredtly 
opponte to the front of the French, but flanting outwards from 
their left, which required the French troops on this fide to advance 
much lefs than thofe of their right, who had more ground to wheel, 
in order to bring the whole line parallel to that of the Englifh.

Colonel Coote feeing the enemy coming on gave the final or
ders to his own. None but the Europeans o f the firff and fecond 
lines were to advance any farther. T h e Sepoys on the wings of both, 
and the cavalry in the third line, were to continue where they were 
left, and to take no fhare in the battle, until they fhould hereafter 
receive orders how to adt.

The enemy began the fire of mufketry at one o’clock, but Colonel 
Coote intended to refrain until nearer ; neverthelei's the company of 
Coffrees, which was inferted in one o f the Company’s battalions, 
gave their fire without the order of their officers, and it was with 
difficulty that the irregularity was prevented from extending. Co
lonel Coote was at this time palling from the right to the left 
to join his own regiment, and received two or three fhot in his 
cloaths from the fire of the Coffrees. As foon as he arrived at his 
regiment they began, and the fire became general through the whole 
line.

Coote’s had only fired twice, when Lorrain formed in a column 
twelve . in front: the operation is limple and was expeditious. 
Colonel Coote made no change in the difpofition o f his regiment,

but



but ordered the whole to preferve their next fire; which Lorrarn 1760* 
coming on almoft at a run, received at the diftance of to yards in  ̂ "v‘ J 
their front and on both their flanks; it fell heavy, and brought 
down many, but did not flop the column. In an inftant the two 
regiments were mingled at the pufh o f bayonet; thofe of Coote’s 
oppofite the front of the column were immediately born down, but 
the reft, far the greateft part, fell on the flanks, when every man 
fought only for himfelf, and in a minute the ground was fpread 
with dead and wounded, and Lorrain having juft before fuffered from 
the referved fire o f Coote’s, broke, and ran in diforder to regain 
the camp. Colonel Coote ordered his regiment to be reftored to 
order before they purfued, and rode himfelf to fee the ftate of the 
reft of the line.

As he was palling on, a fhot from one of the guns with Draper’s 
regiment, ftruck a tumbril in the retrenched tank on the left of 
L a lly ’s, where the marines were polled, and the explolion blew up 
80 men, many o f whom, with the chevalier Poete, were killed dead, 
and moft o f the others mortally hurt. A ll who were near, and had ef- 
capec! the danger, fled in the firft im.pul.fe o f terror out of the retrench
ment, and ran to gain the camp by the rear of Lally’s, and were joined 
in the way by the 400 Sepoys at the tank behind, who, although 
they had fuffered nothing, likewife abandoned their poll. Colonel 
Coote on the explofion, fent orders by his aid de camp Captain Izer, 
to Major Brereton, to advance with the whole of Draper’s regiment, 
and take pofleflion o f the retrenched tank before the enemy reco
vered the confufion which he judged the explofion muft have caufed ; 
as in this fituation they would command, under cover, the flank of 
L ally ’ s regiment. The ground on which Draper’s was Handing oppo
fite to Lally’s when the order came, obliged them, in order to prevent 
L a lly ’s from enfilading, or flanking them as coming down, to file off by 
the right. Mr. Bufly, who commanded on this wing, had before en
deavoured to rally the fugitives, of whom he had recovered 50 or 60, 
and adding to them two platoons of L ally ’s, led 'and polled them in 
the tank, and then returned to fupport them with the regiment.
But Brereton’s files kept wheeling at a diftance, and moving at the 

quickeft pace, fuffered little from their fire, and coming upon the 
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1760. left of the retrenchment, affaulted it impetuoully, and carried it after 
'— v— ' receiving one fire of much execution from the troops within, un-

January. ^  which Major Brereton fell mortally wounded, and when fallen 

refufed the affiftanceof the men next him, but bid them follow their 
victory. The firft of Draper’s who got into the retrenchment fired 
down from the parapet upon the guns on the left o f Daily’s, and 
drove the gunners from them ; whilft the reft, being many more 
than required to maintain the poft, formed, and Ihouldered under it, 
extending on the plain to the left to prevent the regiment o f Dally, 
i f  attempting to recover the poft, from embracing it on this fide. 
Mr. Buffy wheeled the regiment of D ally, and fent off platoons from 
its left, to regain the retrenchment, whilft the reft were oppofed to 
the d-ivifion of Draper’s on the plain. But the platoons aCted faint
ly, only Ikirmilhing with their fire inftead of coming to the clofe 
affault. The aCtion likewife continued only with mulketry, but 
warmly, between the two divifions on the plain, until the two field- 
pieces, attached to the right o f Draper’s, which they had left be
hind when marching to attack the retrenchment, were brought to 
hear on the flank of Daily’s, who had none fo oppofe them ; on 
which their line began to waver, and many were going off. Mr. 
Bully, as the only chance of reftoring this part of the battle, put 
himfelf at their head, intending to lead them to the pufh of bayo
net, but had only advanced a little way when his horfe was ftruck 
with a ball in the head, and floundering at every ftep afterwards, 
he difmounted ; during which the fire from Draper’s had continued, 
o f which two or three balls paffed through his cloaths, and when 
he alighted only 20 of Daily’s had kept near him, the reft had 
Ihrunk. T w o platoons fet off on the full run from Draper’s 
to furround them : the officer demanded and received Mr. Bully’s 
fword, and fent him with a guard into the rear; he was con
ducted to Major Monfon, who had wheeled three companies of 
the grenadiers o f the fecond line, and was halting with them 
and their field-piece at fome diftance, ready i f  neceflary to fup- 
port the event o f Draper’s. Mr. Buffy alked who the troops he 
faw were; and was anfwered 200 grenadiers, the beft men in 
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the army, who had not fired a fhot; he clafped his hands in fur- 1760. 

prize and admiration, and faid not a word. January*
During the conflid on this fide the two centers, which were 

compofed of the troops of the two Eaft India Companies, had kept 
up a hot, butdiftant fire; neither chufing to rifque clofer decifion 
until they faw the event between Draper’s and Daily’s ; but as foon 
as Daily’s broke, the enemy’s center went off likewife, but in better 
order, although in hafte, to regain their camp. Many o f Coote’s, 
in the firft fury of vidory, had purfued their antagonists o f Dorrain 
up to the retrenchment, by which the fugitives entered the camp : 
they might have fuffered by this ralhnefs, i f  the guard there, as 
well as the neareft Sepoys along the ridge, had not taken fright, 
and abandoned their polls on feeing the rout of Dorrain. It took 
fome time to bring the purfuers back to their colours, when the 
officers, fending off the wounded, formed the reft into their ranks, 
and o': ter wards only made the appearance o f advancing, whilft 
the reft o f the battle remained in doubt, left Dorrain with the Se
poys Ihould rally; to prevent which the four field-pieces on the 
left kept up an inceffant fire plunging into the camp.

As foon as the other wing and the center of theEnemy’s army gave 
w ay, their opponents, the Company’s battalion and Draper’s regiment 
got into order, and with Coote’s, who were ready, advanced to the 
purfuit, leaving their artillery behind. They entered the enemy’s 
camp without meeting the leaft oppofition. India and D aily ’s had 
paCTed through it haftily to the other fide, although not in rout as 
Dorrain’s before. Mr. Dally, after the rout o f Dorrain, rode away 
to join his own regiment on the left, but on the way faw the ex- 
plofion of the tumbril at the retrenched tank, the difperfion of the 
marines in this poll, and the flight of the Sepoys out of the tank 
behind. He was in this inftant near, and intended to Ipeak to Mr.
B u lly , but turned fuddenly, and ordered the Sepoys ftationed along 
the ridge in front of the camp to advance. None obeyed ; and moll 
o f them being thofe of Zulphacarjung who had ferved with Mr.
Bully in the Decan, he ralhly fufpeded treachery, and, unable to 
controul the impulfe o f diftradion, rode into the camp to flop the 

fugitives o f  Dorrain.
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1760. The whole body of the French cavalry, near 300, who were all 
—̂ v~^ Europeans, appeared on the plain in the rear of the camp to which

ja^arj. tqey pat] ^treated, followed x by the cavalry of the Englifh army,
. whole encounter they had hitherto avoided by abler evolutions : fo 
..that,neither of thele two bodies had been within light of the brunt 
..between the two infantries. The French cavalry chanced to be near 
.. enough to fee the flight of Lorrain through the camp, and, animated 

by a fenfe. of national honour, refolved to proted them, if, as might be 
.expeded, they fhould endeavour to efcape hill farther by gaining the 
.plain. In this purpofe they united their fquadrons and drew up 
.in the rear of the camp, and in face of the Englilh cavalry, o f  whom 
, the black horfe, awed by their refolution, dared not, and the European 
were too few, to charge them. This unexpedted fuccour probably pre

sented the utter difperlion of the French army. There were in the 
rear o f the. camp three field-pieces with ,their tumbrils of ammuni
tion ; at which the fugitives of Lorrain, encouraged by the appear- 

v. ance o f the cavalry, flopped, and yoked them. Thefe protedlions 
reflored confidence to Lally’s and the India battalion as they arrived, 

..likewife beaten from the field. T h ey fet fire to the tents and un- 
dangerous {lores near them, and the whole filed off into the plain 

..in much better , order than their officers expeded. T h e  three field- 
pieces kept in the rear of the line of infantry, and behind them, 
moved the cavalry. They palled to the weftward, and when oppo
site to the pettahs ofVandivafh were joined by the troops, who 
had continued at the batteries there, which they abandoned, leaving 
all the flores and baggage, and received no interruption from the 
garrifon as they were going off. T he Morattoes, who were under 
the mountain when the cannonade began, intended not only to 
prated their own camp, but to fall upon the baggage o f the 
Englifh arm y; but when they faw the whole body o f Sepoys 
remaining in the rear o f the adion, were deterred from advancing 
to the village, to which the baggage was le n t; and having their own 
all ready loaded on their bullocks, Tent off the whole train to the 
weffward foon after the cannonade commenced ; and with the firft 
notice from their fcouts of the rout of Lorrain, began to go off 
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themfelves. Their rout led them acrofs the way, along which the 1760, 
French were retreating : whom 700 of them joined and accompanied.
Colonel Coote fent repeated orders to his cavalry to harrafs and im- 
pede the retreat of the French line. They followed them five miles 
until five in the afternoon, but the black horfe could not be brought, 
up within reach of the carbines o f the French cavalry, and much 
lefs of their field-pieces. The brunt of the day pafl'ed in tirely. between 
the Europeans of both armies, the black troops of neither had any 
part in it, after the cannonade commenced. The commandants o f 
the Englifh Sepoys complimenting Colonel Coote on the viTory, 
thanked him for the fight of fuch a battle as they had never feen.

Twenty-four pieces of cannon were taken, 19 in the field and 
camp, and five in the battery againft Vandivafh, t i tumbrils of 
ammunition, all the tents, ftores, and baggage, that were not 
burnt. Tw o hundred of the Europeans were counted dead in the 
field, and 160 were taken, o f whom 30 died of their wounds be
fore the next morning; fix o f the killed, and 20 of the prifoners, 
were officers: wounded continually dropt on the road; fo that 
the immediate diminution of the enemy’s force was computed 
600 men. O f the Englifh army, 63 Europeans were killed, 
and 124 wounded, in all 190; of this number, 36 of the killed, 
and i 6 of the wounded, belonged to the Company’s battalions, 17 
and 66 to Draper’s, 13 and 36 toCoote’s regiment; four of the Eu
ropean horfe, and two o f the artillery, were wounded, but none 
o f  either killed. O f the black troops, 17 of the horfe were killed, 
and 32 wounded: in all, 22 and 47 : o f the Sepoys only 6 and 15.
JThe killed, as well in the European as the black troops, was, although 
not in the different bodies, one half of the number wounded, a propor
tion on the whole which rarely happens, excepting as in this adtion, 
by cannonade.

T h e  firffc news of the vidlory was brought to Madrafs at fun-rife 
the next morning by one of the black 1'pies of the Englifh camp.
At noon came in another, with a note of two lines, written with 
a pencil, by Colonel Coote on the field of battle; other accounts 
followed, and fo on after eye-witnefies. The joy which this fuc- 
cefs diffufed throughout the fettlement, was almoft equal to that of

Calcutta



1760. Calcutta 011 the vidtory at Plaffey. Their congratulations to Colonel 
*•— v— ' Coote and the army were abundant as their joy.
1 } ’ The day after the battle fcarcely fufliced for the variety of orders

neceffary to reflore the army to its /Length, and to make the difpo- 
litions, by which Colonel Coote, with his ufual activity, refolved 
to profecute his fuccefs. Captain Wood was ordered to advance 
with his garrifon from Covrepauk, and in veil: the fort o f A rcot; 
Lieutent Chi/holm to fend to Covrepauk the tick and invalids 
left by the army at Conjeveram : Madrafs was requefted to fend 
to Conjeveram the recovered men of the King’s regiments left 
in their hofpital, together with ffores, battering cannon, and 
ammunition : this line was meant to fuftain the liege of Arcot. 
Whatloever other troops could be fpared from Madrafs were 
to be fent to Vandivaih, with medicines and conveniences for 
the wounded there. The baggage at Outramalore was ordered to 
rejoin the army; a letter was written to Innis Khan, advifing him 
to quit the province, with all his Morattoes, without delay, or that 
no quarter would be given to any o f them wherelbever met. O r
ders were iffued for 1000 of the black horfe to march to the fouth ; 
200 fet off immediately to plunder and lay wafte the country be
tween Allamparvah and Pondicherry: the next day, which was 
the 25th, 800 with 20 of the huflars, under the command of Vaf- 
ferot, marched with the fame intent again/! the diftridts between 
Pondicherry and Gingee, and were to adl in correfpondence with 
the other detachment.

The French army reached Chittapett the next day, where they 
only remained the day after; and then Mr. L ally, without rein
forcing the garrifon, fell back with all the European force, to 
Gingee, fending the Sepoys of Zulphacarjung, of whom he had 
ftill fufpicions, although Mr. Bully was taken, to adt under the 
commandant at Arcot, and advifed the Morattoes to renew their in- 
curfions to the north of the Paliar. Colonel Coote, on intelligence 
of Mr. Lally’s retreat, and the little care he had taken of Chitta
pett, refolved to attack this place before he marched again/1 Arcot. 
T he baggage from Outramalore, waiting for fome /lores from 
Chinglapett, did not arrive until the 26th. In the fame evening, a

detachment
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»»•  ̂ •'tJ - ‘iv«! ^ - '•" v. *-' -*'■ '. ., ~.'' mil;!.7 J /: jj ■•* ^ • ,.■ «/••.' ■ «■ *• V  ■* '■ 1
s « - . - b . '. > r ^ ~ ~ ™ .................. a  7>  ' f t l j p l , ,  1 I  '.  :- . ■ ■• ' ■ ', - 1 ,  ...... \  M

- -  », ' •■ V  '  >  I ~  ’J  „  •| '  I j  I p  j  | .. t 4 . ■* ■ ^ '  '• y  " ' r '  \  ' f r  ■ •

 ̂ ■ i> I ''}-r: ''" : \/  !■I I i* ir"111...... vniJ, j ■  "  ̂ .*.£•*• •■ ^

1  | r  f | :Jt r ‘ <
3 |  % . f 5̂ ^  i j  ' 1 1 : v* >• t  I

C j J .,/■-■■ . .* -.<4A •¥ Ij ■ —— j I ■ > % *•■• '"
’**’'*10 l  ̂ ..̂  -7' ‘ '.;■ *.'. ̂  ':). ■ ff ' I L  j .. ‘ 1  j ' '• 7 .̂.’ .. 1 . ‘ "'■ ■ ■  . 7^  ‘ u. 7..' ®

0  ' ' 4  - t  ••! | | : ’ J l  / "  'f . , .  '7 , 5 j r f

- ^  ^ \ v , , 7 . ^ 7 . ?  |  ^  '  F /  • * ’ ■ i -  ft* £ '7.,/ ' ■̂ : * 7 < 7 ^  |

/ '.: f Ĉ -7—7 L— I I 1 "" /  I , &  It t ,1- ,

4  *  * tt '  . -  ■ ■  7 * ,  V  ------  J L " , u ^  7  I * .  t i  ,
■» J  -■ J, '' >-,; i-’ ,?  ̂ '  ■" 7f; ' ■ 1 . ..̂ : >» ' ' t . *  > f. - f t  t j

• : 7*. W . -. - - / I  f , J, . .***. .r -.Y7- - • ,\'7" > .... * “ ,•'■ '■ ■  '■ ■ •■  ••£»• ■ „ ft... <■>.- -■*- -,. 7"- '■ •“'■•■- X. r  , T .

“ 7..-:^ -;7: ^ i - . .  » f - r . . -v. ^ - r ^  . ... *  . ° t n- •*- - *■ ■ -■  •• "7 It., ■
- „ 7i - : - * 1  ■ , ( ., ..t* -- . ........ i , , ' f t .  •>* ■ ■ - , .  ■ ft ,,.. f t  ■ .J k  'f-  . . .., ,3  . ; , ■ ,. ■ • -.

* ;  y - i ■ > ’- v  r -  T  -"•' ■ %./'■  " .....» ...■ - -A.' s- U v ; -
[ ^ c ^ c ^ q g ^ r e d t  •- ■ L _ _ ^ _ a __... g  1>:.. f  ̂ ' '  .,,,../• ..:•V;: . :u- • >; r - %  - > ^  g g  j

i t i s r i r l . i  J r n / / , . < i f  .



detachment marched from Vandivafh, and the nest morning in- 1760, 
veiled Clnttapett, when the commandant, De Tilly, refilled to fur- v~—*— ‘
render. On the 28th, the whole army encamped within cannon- 
fhot, and the commandant hill peril fling in his refufal, a battery of 
two eighteen-pounders wTas erected in the night, againft the n . e , 

angle, and a howitz was planted in the pettah, to enfilade the north 
line of the rampart. The fire opened at five the next morning, 
and the breach was nearly pradticable by eleven, when .a flag of 
truce appeared, and De T illy  furrendered without terms. The 
garrifon confifted of four commiftioned officers, and 52 private Eu
ropeans, with 300 Sepoys. In the hofpitals were 73 Europeans, 
wounded in the late battle. The artillery were nine pieces of can
non ; the {tore of ammunition was confiderable, and amongft the 
arms were 300 excellent mulkets, which were diffcributed amongft 
the Englifh Sepoys. The garrifon reported, that a party, with two 
field-pieces, were marching from Arcot and Gingee, having taken 
the round-about road by Arni and Trinomalee; on which Captain 
Stephen Smith was detached, with 200 black horfe, and two com
panies o f Sepoys, to intercept them.

In the mean time, the horfe lent to the fouthward had performed 
their miffion with great alacrity, having burnt 84 villages, and fwept 
away 8000 head o f cattle, many of which were of thofe the Mo- 
rattoes had taken on the north of the Paliar, and fold to whomfo- 
ever would buy them, at four-pence a head. The whole collection 
was driven under different convoys to Vandivafli, Carangoly, and 
Outramalore, and more than reftored the number which thefe 
diftriCts had loft. Befides what they had fold, they had driven 
away a great multitude of the beft cattle into the vallies leading 
from Lalliput to Damalcherri, which they intended to fend, with 
the reft of their booty, to their own country on the other fide the 
h il ls ; but the menaces and fuccefs o f Colonel Coote raifed appre- 
henfions in Innis Khan, that he might rifque the lofs of this 
plunder, if  he continued any longeiyin the province. He therefore 
quitted Arcot, with all his Morattoes, on the fame day that Chit- 
tapett furrendered; and continued his march through the pafs, from 
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ij6 o. whence he wrote to Mr. Pigot, that he fhould at any time here- 
> a t̂er ke rea^y to wait on him with his troops, if  they could agree

January.
upon the terms.

On the 30th, intelligence was received from Captain Wood, that 
he had marched with his garrifon of Covrepauk to Arcot, and found 
the Sepoys of Zulphacarjung ftrongly polled in the ftreets of the 
town ; he neverthelefs attacked them, and after much firing drove 
them from their Hands, with confiderable lofs on their fide, and 
little on his own. They retreated out of the town, as the garrifon in 
the fort did not want their fervice. On the 31 ft, the army, which had 
moved by two fucceffive divifions, encamped near Arni, where they 
were rejoined by the detachment fent with Captain Stephen Smith, 
who had taken the party they had been fent after, which was much 
lefs than had been reprefented, confifting only o f 20 Europeans 
and 50 Sepoys, efcorting two brafs field-pieces, which Mr. Tally 
had ordered from Arcot. Captain Smith had likewife picked up 
three commiflaries, who were travelling to Pondicherry in their 
pallankeens.

i'tbruarv. The next day, which was the firft of February, Colonel Coote, 
with the firft; divifion of the army, joined Captain W ood in the 
town of Arcot,-having left the fecond with Major Monfon, to attack 
Timery, which lies in the road. This fort being very fmall, al
though well-built, only fhells were fired, which before the evening 
reduced the garrifon to furrender : they were one ferjeant com
manding 20 foldiers, and 60 Sepoys, with five pieces o f cannon. 
The next day Major Monfon arrived at Arcot, and all immediately 
fet to work in eredting batteries, for which Captain W ood had pre
pared the materials, and had nearly ftnifhed one on the north face of 
the fort.

The defences o f the fort had been greatly improved fince it was 
defended by Captain Clive, againft Rajahfahib, in 1752. T h e Englifti 
had contributed moft ; but the French finilhed what was intended, 
but left undone by them, when they abandoned the fort on Mr. 
T ally ’s approach to Madrafs. The ditch was moftly in the folid 
-rock, and had everywhere been dug to man height : the faufiebray 
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was clear, but open *, being neither fkirted with a parapet-wail, nor  ̂ 1760. 
even with a palifade : a glacis, and a covered way, had been carried Februar},t 
round the fo rt; and from the center of the north-fide of the covered
way projected a ftrong ravelin, mounting fix guns, round which 
the glacis was continued ; a gate witn a draw-bridge communicated 
with this ravelin : the narrow rampart o f the old wall had m man}' 
places been widened, and ramparts railed to it, for the leady running 
up of cannon ; each of the towers, of which there were twenty- 
two, was rendered capable of a gun of any lize, thofe at the foiu 
angles would admit three, and the platforms of the two gateways 
more. The extent of the fort from the weftern to the eaftern fide is 
nearly 800 yards ; the eaftern face 350 ; but the fouthern wall, re
ceding as it ftretches to the eaftward, reduces the eaftein fac  ̂ to 
2.60 yards, of which 50 are occupied in the middle by a gate-way, 
and the main rampart on this face had only the two towers in the 

angles.
Tw o batteries were raifed to the Eaft ; one, of three embrafures 

in the front o f tome houfes, ftanding at the diftance of 360 yards, 
nearly oppofite to the rampart between the gateway and the tower 
in the angle on its righ t; and was intended to breach in the interval. 
the other battery was on the left of this, but 100 yards nearer; it mount
ed only two guns, of which, one was to difmantle the tower in the 
angle to the right of the gateway, and the other the angle on the right 
o f the gateway itfelf. A  battery of three guns was raifed to the 
fouth, nearly oppofite the s. w. angle of the fort, and bore upon the 
tower in this angle, and the two next to the eaftward. This battery 
was at the diftance of 200 yards, where a tew houles gave fhelter 
to the guards, and covered the workmen in the outlet of the ap
proaches. The fourth battery was that raifed by Captain Wood on 
the north: it was to the left of the ravelin, at the diftance of 200 
yards, and mounted two guns, which were to plunge over the ravelin, 
in order to break the drawbridge behind, by which the ravelin com
municated acrofs the ditch with the body of the t o r t b u t  this bat
tery was o f little ufe becaufe it enfiladed no part or the rampart,
and the ravelin it fired upon bore only one gun agamft the two
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1760. batteries to the eaftward, and, in cafe the bridge fhould be broke*.
the guard would be withdrawn into the fort, where their fervice,. 
•£ tpe breach fhould be affaulted, wrould be of more detriment than 
their continuance in the ravelin ; and the battery, was employd only
becaufe it was ready.

On the ad and 4th, whilft the batteries were conflrucling, the 
garrifon threw many hi ells to interrupt the work, but no men were 
hurt by them. On the 5th, all the three batteries opened; and the 
garrifon hill continuing their (hells, returned likewife on all (ides 
with more cannon than fired upon them ; and a foldier was killed- 
on the n. e . attack, and four artillery-men to the fouth. O11 the 
6th, the enemy difmounted two guns in the battery of three to the 
eafl, in which two Europeans were killed and two wounded, and 
two were likewife wounded at the fouth battery. This day, 200 
cohorn-fhells arrived from Madrafs, inftead of eight-inch (hells for 
the howitz, which was the only piece o f  bombarding artillery with 
the arm y; no powder came with the (hells; and from the defence, 
the (lock in camp feemed likely to be exhausted before the place 
could be opened to affault; and (hot grew equally (carce. Four 
hundred bullocks were therefore fent off to bring a fupply o f both 
from Madrafs, with two eighteen-pounders to replace the two which 
had been difmounted. In the night between the 6th and the 7th, 
the army began their approaches from both attacks. On the 7th, 
two eighteen-pounders arrived from Chinglapett; but from the want 
of ferviceable bullocks they were accompanied by only 50 (hot, and 
50 barrels o f powder expected with them were (fill lagging on the 
road. From the preceding to the prefent evening, only one man 
was killed, and two wounded. T h e approaches were pu(hed on all 
n igh t; and the next day, which was the eighth o f the month, ar
rived the powder from Chinglapett, and a quantity was difcovered. 
buried in one o f the houfes of the town ; but all the (hot were 
fo nearly expended, that, at four in the afternoon, Colonel Coote 
beat a parley, in order to get time to pick up what the enemy had 
uied. rhe Fiench officer, Captain Huffey, accepted the meflage, 
which was a fuDemons to furrender, as he could expert no fuc-
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cours: he anfwered, that not a man had been killed in the fort; 1760'.
but that he was willing to furrender it, if  not relieved before,* J— -— ' 
at the end of fix days, on condition the garrifon fhould be free, ubiU‘li^ 
have the honours of war, and retire to Pondicherry. This to and- 
fro lafted two hours, when the firing was renewed until dark. The 
lofs this day was only one man killed, and two wounded. In the 
night, the trenches to the 3. were pufhed on with much diligence, 
and the garrifon employed every means to interrupt their progrefs,. 
cannon and fhells from the body of the place, mufketry, grenades,-, 
and fire-balls, which fet on fire the blinds, gabions, and fafcines of 
the advancing fap, dangeroufly wounded Enfign Macmahon, who 
conducted it, killed one, and wounded ten more of the men em
ployed. Neverthelefs, the fap before the morning was veiy near 
the foot of the glacis. W ith the day, which was the 9th, the bat
teries, having received fome more fhot from Chinglapett, continued,, 
and by noon their fire had opened both breaches to fix feet of the 
bottom of the rampart; and had difmantled the towers that flanked-' 
them : but (till the ditch remained to be filled, and no lodgement 
was yet made in the covered way. Great therefore was the furprize,, 
to fee a flag, followed by a voluntary, offer o f furrendering the next- 
day, if  allowed the honours of war ; which, as before, implied 
that the garrifon were not to be made prifoners. Colonel Coote re- 
fufed ; and foon after came another letter, offering as the condition, 
that they might all retire to Pondicherry on their paroles not to 
ferve again. Colonel Coote replied, that he fhould allow the officers 
and men whatfoever belonged to them, and good treatment; but re
ferred the right o f  difpofing o f their perfons : at the fame time, he 
invited the commandant to fupper,. who came. The fort was clofely 
furrounded during the night, to prevent any of the garrifon from 
efcaping ; and early the next morning, the grenadiers of the army 
took pofiefiion of the gates. The garrifon confided of n  officers, 
three of whom were captains, and 2,36 foldiers and artillery-men, 
in all 247 Europeans, and nearly the fame number of Sepoy s. The ar
tillery were 4 mortars, and 22 pieces of cannon, of which feme 
were eighteen-pounders.: there was iikewife a plentiful flock off 
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1760. ammunition, and military ftores of all kinds. The batteries mull 
< liave Ceafed firing the next day, until convoys arrived: the garrifon 

. February- had not i0ft three men, and the fort might have held out ten days 
longer before the affault by florm could be rifqued. They exte
nuated the early furrender by the certainty of not being relieved. 
It required the refpite o f fame days to refit the wear and tear which 
the army had endured during the activity of the late opeiations ; foi 
all the carriages were fhattered, all th# men wanted cloatlnng, and 

all the bullocks were fore,'
Colonel Coote, in confideration of Mr. Buffy’s generofit-y to the 

■ „  Engliflr fadory when he took Vizagapatam, had permitted him to
repair to Pondicherry from the field o f battle, immediately after he 
was taken. He arrived there the next day, and represented the deieat as 
far from irretrievable. On the 25th in the evening, came in Mr. 
Lally, and the troops were following from Gingee to Valdore. His 
ill fuccefs, and the abandoning the field, rendered him Hill more 
odious than ever, No invective,, howfoever unjuft, was fpated. 
Cowardice borrowing courage from drunkennefs was imputed as the 
caufe of wrong difpofitions, redrefied by worfe, until the battle was 
loft, and the retreat to Pondicherry as a defign to lofe the city, in 
revenge for the umverfal detefration in which he was held.

Neverthelefs, the belt ability and w ill would have been perplexed 
what meafure to purfue after the defeat. The neceffity o f refurnifh- 
ing the army with the flores and artillery they had loft, would alone 
have required them to fall back nearer to Pondicherry; and the pro
tection of the diftridls in the rear of Alamparwah and Gingee now 
became of great concernment; for fince the lofs of Mafulipatam, of 
the northern provinces, and of their fettlements in Bengal, very little 
grain in proportion to the former importations had been brought 
to Pondicherry by fea ; and the diflreffes for money to anfwer more 
immediate calls had hitherto prevented the government from laying 
in a flore of provifions ; fo that their greatefl refource at this time 
was from the harvefls in thefe diflricts, which was ripe and gather
ing in.

The interruptions continually oppofed by the garrifon ofTritchi- 
nopoly to the French troops remaining in the ifland Seriiigham, had

prevented



prevented-the controllers, appointed to manage thefe diftricts, from 1760. 
colle&ing enough to defray the expences of the late expedition, 
although the revenues, i f  unmolefled, would have turnifhed 
m o re: Mr. Lally had ordered the whole to return, and ex
pelled they would join him before Vandivafh. They were, bendes 
the 300 European in Seringham, two detachments lately ferit from 
Pondicherry, with Bores and ammunition, who were arrived, and 
halting at Utatore. The manager appointed to collefl the revenues, 
who was a counfel'lor of Pondicherry, thought that matters would 
mend, when he fhould be reinforced by the detachments at Utatore, 
and ventured to difobey the orders. The Nabob and.Captain Jofeph 
Smith at Tritchinopoly refolved, a-s the beft means of preventing 
the arrival of the detachments, to get pofleffion of the fortified pagoda 
of Pitchandah, on the farther bank of the Coleroon, which terminates 
the only high road leading from Samiaveram and Utatore into the 
ifland of Seringham. The pagoda was reported to be garrifoned only 
by a company o f Sepoys, with a few Europeans. Accordingly Cap
tain Richard Smith, who was recovered of his wound, crolled the 
river on the 28th of December, and took the command of the coun
try troops, and thofe from the garrifon, which had continued at 
Samiaveram fince the defeat of the French party, which had ad
vanced a few days before. Early the next morning, Captain Jofeph 
Smith moved with a party from the city, and began to cannonade 
the pagoda of Seringham from acrofs the Caveri, in order to divert 
the French troops from fending a reinforcement to Pitchandah ; for 
the attack of which, his fire upon Seringham was to be the fignal.
T h e  troops from Samiaveram were in time on their ground near 
Pritchandah. The two field-pieces which were to beat down the 
gate were in the road ; the oxen were caff off from them, and they 
were to be dragged the reft of the way, which was 50 yards, to a 
choultry w ithin fix yards of the gate. The troops were not difco- 
vered until they had got under the wall, and were fixing the fcaling- 
ladders : the garrifon, more numerous _than fuppofed, fired hotly 
frcyri the walls, and efpecially on the field-pieces. Moff of the Eu- 
ropbi^*Th the detachment were foreigners, and none of thofe employed 
in bringing on the field-pieces liked the fervice; and to encourage them,
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1760, Captain Smith and Lieutenant Horne pulled thernfelves at the guns ; 
— \ their example brought more affi/lance ; but of ten, who were at the
" ' '  gun with Smith, two were/hot dead, and three wounded, before they 

got them into the choultry, when a few rounds brought down the 
gate-way; in this inflant captain Smith received a ball under his 
/boulder, which totally difabled him. Lieutenant Horne then took his 
place and endeavoured to lead the men to the a/Iault, but the detach
ment had buffered fo feverely that none would follow him ; he, how
ever, prevailed on them to abide, and bring oft the wounded, and the 
two guns. Soon after, a certain account was received o f the /Length o f 

. the French parties atUtatore,which, appeared an overmatch for the dis
pirited troops at Samiaveram ; nor could Tritchinopoly fpare a rein
forcement equal to what the French troops in the Hand might then 
fafely fend to aft in conj unction with thofe coming from Utatore: the 
-whole detachment at Samiaveram were therefore recalled, and ar
rived the fecod of February at Tritchinopoly. Their retreat re
lieved the French troops in the pagoda o f Seringham from 
great diftrefs; for they had little ammunition left, and /Height
ened towards the Caveri by the garrifon o f Tritchinopoly, and 
on the other fide of the Coleroon by parties from the en
campment at Samiaveram, they could neither venture out to feek, 
nor the country people to bring them in provifions; fo that all their 
fubfiftence, for feveral days, had been what they had plundered 
from the bramins in the pagoda, whofe houfes they pulled down for 
fire-wood to drefs the viftuals they found in them.

The French troops at Utatore having waited for fome /lores, which 
were lagging on the road, did not arrive at Seringham until the 
8th : they were 140 Europeans, five pieces of cannon, and 600 Se
poys ; and brought with them a competent /lock of ammunition and 
fpare arms. A  day or two after their arrival, 200 of their Euro
peans, with 600 Sepoys, commanded by Hu/ian A lly , marched 
.again/1 Totcum, which had been taken for the Nabob on the 26th 
<of December. The garrifon left in it were four companies o f 
;Sepoys, under the command o f two European ferjeants; : all o f 
whom, although there were guns in the fort, behaved very ill, and 

'  . furren-
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furrendered the place before any impreffion had been made on the 1760 
walls. , 7_

At the fame time that iVIr. Ladly recalled the troops from Sering- Tebruary* 
ham, he llkewife ordered the fort of Devicotah to be evacuated, and 
the garrifon, having made feveral breaches in the walls and towers, 
marched away in the beginning of February ; but left a company of 
Sepoys in the pagoda of Atchaveram, which hands five miles inland 
o f  Devicotah.

Captain Jofeph Smith, on this intelligence, detached two compa
nies of Sepoys, under the command of ferjeant Sommers, on whofe 
approach the French Sepoys at Atchaveram were reinforced by 
another company from the pagoda of Chilambrum, with which 
they marched out, and met Sommers’ detachment on the plain, who 
routed them completely, taking five hand of their colours, with 
four of their officers, and, befides the Sepoys who were killed, 
many were drowned in the hurry of eroding the Coleroon. Imme
diately after this encounter, Sommers proceeded, took poffiefilon of 
Devicotah, and began to repair the breaches.

The news o f the victory at Vandivafh reached Tritchinopoly on 
the 30th of January, and cleared,at once the cloud of defpondency 
which had overwhelmed the Nabob ever fince he left Madrafs to 
proceed thither. He immediately pitched his tent, and difplayed his 

• great ftandard without the walls of the city, and declared his in
tention of returning into the Carnatic ; but waited until the French 
troops fihould be removed from Seringham ; and his wifh was foon 
gratified ; for Mr. Lally, on his arrival at Pondicherry, difpatched a 
fecond order, under the fevered: penalties of difobedience, for all 
the troops between Volcondah and Tritchinopoly to rejoin his army 
without delay. They hoped to conceal their retreat from the garri- 
foil of Tritchinopoly, and made the preparations with all fecrecy ; 
but fome of the Malabars employed by them were natives of this 
part o f the country, who, follicitous to fecure pardon, if  not favour, 
with the change of government, gave immediate and constant intel
ligence to Captain Jofeph Smith, who made ready to take fuch ad
vantages as ufually occur, when troops retreating are purfued. The 
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i 760. whole body o f the French troops-were 450 Europeans and Coffrees, 
Feth ' anc* 1200 Sepoys ; o f which 150, with the commiflary, were in the 

pagoda of Jumbakiflha. The retreat was appointed at nine at nio-ht„ 
on the'6th of February ; of which previous intelligence was brought 
to Captain Jofeph Smith ; and almoft the whole garrifon of Trit- 
chinopoly were on the bank o f  the Caveri, oppofite to the 
pagoda of Seringham, ready to move as foon as the enemy. The 
notices were punctual ;• and fome, the firft of the Englifh troops, en
tered the fouth gate of the pagoda as the enemy were going out of 
the oppofite. The reft o f the Englifh troops marched round the 
pagoda to the weft. When all were united on the north fide, they 
advanced to the bank of the Coleroon, and, when nearly oppofite to 
Pitchandab, heard the found, and thought they faw the motion of aline 
of troops marching acrofs them to pafs the river. Captain R. Smith, 
who led the troops of the garrifon, formed in order to receive or attack 
the ftrangers; but Captain Jofeph coming up bid him not fire, becaufe 
he had ordered the troops o f the Polygar Tondiman, which had for 
fome time attended the garrifon, to advance between the pagodas of 
Seungham and Jumbalifhma, and what troops they now obferved 
might as probably be them, as a part of the enemy, who they really 
were, being thofe moving from Jumbakifina to join their main 
body: they were foon after afcertained by a black fervant o f R. Smith’s, 
who had (haggled into their line, and talking, was anfwered in 
French. On this intelligence the Englifh troops immediately pro
ceeded, and began to enter the bed of the Coleroon, as the enemy 
were leaving the farther bank, who in their hurry flung away 
fifty barrels o f gunpowder, which were recovered; and they de- 
ftroyed a tumbril of gun-ammunition at Pitchandah. But the 
line never flopped until they got to Utatore. The Nabob’s horfe 
followed, hanging in their rear, and continually picked up a defer- 
ter or a pnfoner, in all 30 Europeans, or fomething belongino- to their 
equipages and ftores; but the reft o f the Englifh troops halted at Sa- 
miaveram until the horfe returned, which was the next day ; when a 
detachment of 1000 Sepoys, and 50 Europeans, with two guns and a 
cohorn, and a part o f the Nabob’s horfe, marched under the com

mand



mand of lieutenant Horne, againft Totcum and Cortalum: at the fame i y6o. 
time, all the other troops returned from Samiaveram to Tritchinopoly ; ^
and, belides what had been gathered in the road, brought in two excel- a>
lent eighteen-pounders, which the enemy had left in the pagoda of 
Seringham. The Nabob, folicitous to make his new appear
ance in the Carnatic with as much figure as poffible, requefled Jo- 
feph Smith to go, and aik 500 horfe of the king of Tanjore. The 
king was ill, and with difficulty admitted the vifit, but promifed 
.every thing, and referred the adjuftment to his Dubbeer, or mini her, 
which, amongft the Indians, is equivalent to the Duan of the Ma- 
homedan princes. T he Dubbeer, notwithftanding the late fucceffes 
of the Engiifh arms, in hided, that the Nabob ffiould furniffi the 
pay and expences, which he knew would not be complied w ith ; and 
Captain Smith returned, as he had expefted, without obtaining a 
fingle horfeman. In the mean time, Haflan A lly  had abandoned 
Totcum, on the appearance of lieutenant Horne’s detachment, but 
went away with the garrifon, which were 400 Sepoys, to reinforce 
Cortaltim. Tieuten ant Horne followed him;  and here the enenry 
made a ftand tor three days, until a battery was raided, when they 
all went off in the night, leaving a gun and fome ammunition in 
the fort. Some Sepoys were left in both, and the reft of the de
tachment returned to the c ity ; where the Nabob was making, with 
accuftomed tedioufnefs, the preparations for his departure.

The ravages which had been committed by the Engiifh cavalry, 
in the diftricis around Pondicherry, brought forth a part of the 
French troops from Valdoor ; but not before the cavalry were gone 
off with their plunder. The French detachment, feeing nothing 
to oppofe them, advanced within 20 miles of Carangoiy ; which, 
on intelligence of their approach, the P;efidency reinforced 
w ith 40 Europeans. Captain Preiron had already been fent to 
command there; and on the 6th of February Colonel Coote had 
detached 500 black horfe, and 20 huffars, from the fiege of Arcot, 
w ith  orders, i f  Prefton ffiould think proper, to lead them againft the 
enem y’s detachment, who, gaining intelligence of their march be
fore they had reached Carangoiy, retreated fail ; and on the 8th, 2 7 
huffars with their horfes deferted and came to Vandivaffi, where
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1760.- they were enlifted in the Englifh fervice. Mr. Lally, on hear-
' T ‘;— * ing that his detachment was retreating, and that Arcot was

pnfled, took a fudden refolution of marching with all the reft 
of the cavalry, in order, as he gave out, either to throw reinforce
ments into Arcot, or to retake Chittapett by furprize, and releafe- 
the wounded prifoners there ; but the cavalry, when drawn out, 
mutinied, refuted to proceed with him, and all went out of the 
bounds, as if  they intended to go over to the Englifh garrifons ; their 
officers however brought them back ; but fuch was the general dis
content for want of pay, that feveral of the common foldiers were 
overheard, in the night of the n th , propofing among themfelves to 
turn the guns in the ramparts agaiiift the government houfe, as the 

• only means of bringing Mr. Lally to reafon. He immediately re- 
prefented the depofitions of the witnefles to Mr. De Leyrit and the 
Council, who, having no money in the public treafury, propofed ex
pedients, which Mr. Lally did not approve. A ll the country in the 
rear o f Vandivafh and Chittapett, quite up to Pondicherry, had 
been let for five years to two o f the European inhabitants o f the co
lony, at the rent o f 1,450,000 rupees a year : they were applied to 
in this exigency, and anfwered, that they had no money, having 
been disappointed of much they expected by the lofs of Van
divafh and Chittapett ; on which the Malabar, to whom Mr. Lally 
had rented the diftridts round Arcot, whilfl: they remained under 
his authority, offered to advance 50,000 rupees in ten days, and 
80,000 in twenty more, if  what remained of the diftricts let to 
the two Europeans were leafed out to him, with the addition of 
all the country to the fouth o f Pondicherry, as far as Chillambarum 
and the banks o f the Coleroon. His propofal was accepted ; but 
the prefent afliftance he fupplied could not ferve long, and the fu
ture depended on the protection of the countries : they were farmed 
to him at 1,750,000 rupees a year,.

This arrangement was not approved by the council, becaufe they 
doubted of the credit and integrity , o f the Malabars ; and, perhaps, 
becaufe it was a fuperceffion o f their own authority in the admini- 
firation of the revenues. Immediately after, arrived intelligence of

the
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the lofs of Arcot, which with that of Chittapett gave new fcopeto 1760. 
the imputations againft Mr. Lally. It was faid, that he himfelf had Th:~%— ' 
declared, the one incapable of holding out four days, the other not 
more than five. W hy then leave in them 400 Europeans, fo much 
wanted in his own army, to fall a certain prey to the Englifh ? But 
this conduct, as his retreat to Pondicherry, was not void of junifi
cation ; for, had he withdrawn thefe garrifons, the Englifh army, 
having nothing to apprehend in their rear, might have immediately 
followed him to Gingee,and from thence to the adjacencies of Pondi
cherry, when the produce of the country, fo neceffary to ftqre Pon- 
dichery, would have fallen under the power of the enemy, whom the 
neceftity of reducing Chittapett and Arcot had turned another way; :  
and, befides the time they muft employ againft thefe forts, other • 
delays might concur to keep them ftill longer at a diftance.

The Englifh army, after the reduction of Arcot, encamped with- - 
out the town, towards Velore. The Kellidar Mortizally trembled 
for his fort; and having been very complacent to the Englifh, fince 
the French had been repulfed from before Madrafs, he now in treated 
the Prefidency to fpare the attack, and fent a prefent of 30,000 
rupees to Colonel Coote; who refufed it, fignifying, that he was /; 
not empowered, either by the Nabob or the Prefidency of Madrafs, 
to levy tributes. The Kellidar replied, that it was intended as a 
homage to himfelf, a great commander, according to the cuftom of 
the country; on which the money was accepted, and appropriated 
to the general hock of prize-money for the army.

The army had not reftored its equipments lufficientlv to move 
from the neighbourhood of Arcot until the 20th of February, and 
even then left behind two eighteen-pounders and a ten-inch howitz, 
which were not repaired. They halted this day at Timery, and 
500 Sepoys, with 100 black horfe, were difpatched with Captain 
Stephen Smith againft Trinomaly. The next day the army en
camped under Arni. The Kellidar o f this fort, which is con- 
fiderable, and a fief belonging to the king of Tanjore, had conducted 
himfelf with fo much hofpitality to both fides, that neither the 
French nor the Nabob confidered him as an enemy. On the 23d 
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1^60. plain on all tides round the walls was encumbered with large frag-
S—v— meats, which might afford fhelter to the approach. Colonel Coote 
February. - foml£(y atejy followed the guide with the Sepoys, ordering the horfe 

to form, and keep on the left, under cover of the main rocks to 

the N. E.

The rock on which the fort of Permacoil hands does not extend, even 
at its bafe, more than 500 yards in length. In breadth, it is at the 
northern end about 400 yards, at the fouthern not more than 200 : its 
height is like wife various, being at the narrow end 300 perpendicular 
feet, and diminifhing by Hopes and declivities to 200 at the other. O f  
thefe differences in the height, there is one more particularly marked, 
which crofles in a natural zig-zag of two re-entering angles, about 
the middle of the mountain, and all the ground to the eaftward 
behind this ridge is co feet higher than the other part before it to 
the weft ward. This eaftern part is the upper, and the only real 
fo rt; being inclofed and fortified with high ftone walls and towers 
ftrongly built. The other inclofure, although called the lower fort, 
is only furrounded with a wall of loofe /tones, and was principally 
intended for the immediate refuge o f the cattle and inhabitants on 
Hidden alarm. The rock falls every where fo fteep, that the area of 
the fortified furface above is equal to half the bafe below. The ad
jacent rocks before and behind are not high enough to carry any de
triment to its fortifications.

Colonel Coote with the Sepoys, led by the guide, took pod: behind 
Tome rocks oppofite to the gate-way in the north face of the pettah, 
which Hands nearly in the middle of the rampart. Tw o large pieces 
o f cannon, mounted on field-carriages, were Handing at the entrance 
of the gate^way, which was in the left fide of its projection ; and fome 
Coffrees and Europeans, with two field-pieces, were on the tower 
jufi behind to protect them. This guard, knowing that the cavalry 
in the rear could not act on the ground where the Sepoys were, 
ventured to fally. Colonel Coote ordered Enfign Carty to meet them, 
with one of the companies of Sepoys ; which turned out with great 
alacrity, gave their fire, and advanced to the bayonet. The French 
•party, ftartled by their refolution, ran back, and were followed fo

clofe



m \v~  v -e ' "  ^ . v' ,  4. . . -  ■ S I B  I  I f f l ' M  1  1  i f f
i i i  ' . . - ,, ' W v ,  . ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ : ■ : . '  ':/*■  r s  k m ,i r o n - .

i  ■ ■■■ .. -»•=-•• ■ , ,{ , -y* ; . t  ■'■■■■ ' -• ' J( /y j./ws,y rh, tout

, v ' v .  ? V  f ■ • ' - ;  ■ . - ■ a  i  rovnv.I V.ICODA

, ^  * ..i ' r' ■ °' ‘‘J * / ->5/ y

, * ?  |i \ '  I  ̂ 1 j :

John Call, Chief Engineer fecit __  ̂  __ __^ - .............  - —— —~—— —■—



clofe by Carty’ s company, and they by Colonel Coote with the 1760.
other, that the fugitives made no hand at the gateway, but eon- 
tinned their flight, {till purlued, through the pettah, to the foot of 
the rock at the farther end, where heps were cut winding up to the 
upper fort, by which they efcaped into i t ; but Colonel O ’Kennedy, 
the commander, who was at the heps, and lame with old wounds, 
had very nearly been taken. Here were lying two twenty-four 
pounders, o f which the garrifon had burnt the carriages, becaufe 
there was no path to draw, and no means to raife them, into the 
fort. As foon as the pettah was cleared of the enemy’s guards, Co
lonel Coote pohed the Sepoys in the beh {belter the houfes afforded 
againh the fire of the cannon in the upper fort, and the mufke- 
try from the lower, which recommenced immediately, and conti
nued through the day. The horfe were diftrihuted, fome under the 
walls of the pettah, ready to difmount and affift, if  any defcent 
{hould be made; and the reft in different guards round the hills. In 
the evening came up fix companies of Sepoys, with the French Vo
lunteers, and an eight-inch howitz, from Tondivanum : the enemy 
continued their fire through the night, and fmall parties came down 
the fide of the rocks, who threw grenades, and fired mufketry, by 
which a Sepoy was killed, and nine, with three Europeans, wound
ed before the morning; no lofs had been fuftained in the day. All 
the return was from the howitz, which did no damage in either of 
the forts,

Before morning pioneers and tools arrived, and fufficient cover 
for the whole was formed with earth thrown up and houfes broken 
down ; during which fome were employed in railing and fixing the 
two pieces of cannon, one after the other, to tranfporting carriages, 
in order to carry them off, which was not executed without diffi
culty and tim e; during which, the enemy fired down grenades and 
mufketry, but did no mifchief.

In the afternoon Colonel Coote fummoned O ’Kennedy, who fent 
down one of his men to receive the letter, and anfwered it with a 
temperate negative; on which Colonel Coote refolved to furprize 
the lower fort. T w o guides belonging to the Kellidar offered to
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1 760. fliew the path leading up the north fide of the hill, which being ex- 
tremely rugged and difficult, was not likely to be fufpe&ed : they 
proceeded with two companies o f Sepoys at eight at night ; at the 
fame time a. platoon o f Coote’s grenadiers, with another company o f 
Sepoys, went up the fteps leading from the pettah to the back of the 
upper fort, and made a falfe attack to divert the enemy from the 
real, which were forty minutes in gaining the fummit, when the 
foremoft got over the wall before they were difcovered. The 
enemy’s guards confifted chiefly o f Sepoys, and all o f  them aftoniffi- 
ed by the find fire ran away from their different ftations, and re
gained the upper fort, where Colonel O ’Kennedy, ignorant o f  the 
numbers which had got into the lower, and perplexed by the falfe 
attack, would nor rilque a tally which might have recovered the 
lofs ; but kept up a. hot fire upon them by guefs from the defences 
along the ridge which feparates the upper from the lower fort; but 

with no effect, for the choultries and rocks rifing every where af
forded fhelter. Tne guides, as loon as the party was eftablifhed., 
came down with information o f their fuccefs to Colonel Coote, who 
was waiting at the foot o f the path,, with the pioneer company, and 

the Volunteers o f France, provided with ladders, gabions, and faf- 
oines, and immediately proceeded with them up the h ill;  where as, 
foon as they had joined the party above, the whole proceeded acrofs 
the lower fort, to efcakde the fortifications along the ridge, not- 
withftanding the garrilon was prepared to receive them. T he ridge 
might be afeended without clambering. The grenadiers carried the 
ladders; the reft followed, ready to, mount, and in the mean time 
fired up again ft the parapet; from which the fire inftantly became 
exceflively hot. The ladders that were firft- applied proved'too 
fhort; it was fuppofed they would anfwer better in other parts to 
which they were removed, and tried with as little fuccefs. Never- 
thelefs the conteft continued half an hour; and the Sepoys behaved 
with as much eagernefs as the Europeans, but many dropping or 
difabled  ̂ Colonel Coote ordered the aflault to ceafe. He received a 
wound in the knee ; his aid de camp, Captain Adams, was /hot 
through the hip ; a ferjeant of the pioneers, one of the French Vo

lunteers,



lunteers, and feven Sepoys, were killed ; 16 Europeans and 25 Ss- 1760. 
poys were wounded : in the falfe attack on the upper fort, two <— » 
Sepoys were wounded, and Enfign Biakeney was killed. The next 
day, which was the 3d of the month, the fire o f the fort durfi- 
nifhed confiderably, as it was fuppofed, and rightly, from fcarcity 
o f ammunition. At noon, a letter came from Colonel ©’Kennedy, 
requeuing a ceffation of 24 hours, to obtain Mr. Lally’s orders con
cerning the furrender : this was refufed, and foon after he fent ano
ther letter requfting the honours of war, which were like wife de
nied. Several Europeans and Sepoys were killed and wounded 

-through the day and night. Before noon of the next day, which 
was the fifth of the attack, a brafs fix-pounder was got up the hill 
with much difficulty by Captain Barker. There were two choultries 
in the lower fort, handing 100 yards from the ridge and ram
part, which divide it from the upper: one of thefie choultries was 
near the wall which runs along the edge o f the rock on the fide 
over the pettah ; and in this choultry the field-piece was planted? 
the other was a few yards on the left, which ffieltered thofe 
whom it was not necefiary to expofe. The defences in the up
per fort immediately oppofite to the choultries lay in a large re-en
tering angle, at the two extremities o f which was a round tower, 
one on the edge of the rock overlooking the pettah, the other about 
the middle of the ridge, which from hence falls back in another zig
zag out of fight of the choultries. The gate leading into the upper fort 
was on the left of the tower in the middle of the ridge. The field- 
piece managed by Captain Barker battered, firing upwards out of the 
choultry, againft the gate and the parapet of the tower, both which 
were ruined before n ight; but the garrifon had heaped earth at the 
back of the gate, which continued to flop the entrance. Many of 
thofe expofed in this fervice fuffered. New fcaling-ladders had been 
provided ; and the next morning, as the troops were preparing to ad
vance with them, the garrifon beat the chamade, and furrendered 
at diferetion. They were fifteen European gunners, chofen men,
32 Coffrees, and 100 Sepoys: only one of each had been killed.
T*here were in. the fort 20 pieces of cannon, but not ammunition
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1760. either for them or the mufketry fufficient to have flood the affault, 
^ — * nor had the garrifon two days provifion left. The total lofs and ca- 
March. fualties 0y the Englifh, through the attack, were four Europeans

killed, and 15 wounded, o f the Sepoys 40 and 70 ; thefe troops had 
never behaved fo w e ll; of their killed, one was the Subadhar, equi
valent to the Captain of a company, and two were Jemidars, thee 
next rank of officers. The gallantry of Bui wan ling, who was the 
fenior o f the whole body in camp, was rewarded with a gold medal. 
The Kellidar, for his fervices, was continued in the fort, in which 
were left a company of Sepoys, with 12 Europeans and a lieutenant. 
A  large detachment of the French army had advanced as faras M a- 
nour, within feven miles of Permacoil, and were in motion to throw 
in a confiderable reinforcement o f men and {lores, at the very hour 
they heard of the arrival o f the Englifh army at Tondivanum, on 
which they retreated towards Pondicherry.

On the 7th, Colonel Coote went from the camp at Tondivanum, 
with the cavalry, black as well as Europeans, and fix companies of 
Sepoys, to difeover near the bounds o f Pondicherry. The diflance 
to the bound-hedge was 20 miles ; and the Sepoys, after marching 
ten, wanted reft, and were left in the village of Trichimungalum.

The French troops which had been detached to the relief of Per
macoil, had, on their retreat, encamped four miles to the weft of 
the town, and three from the bound-hedge. A  large collection of 
fand-hills, o f which the whole together is called the Red-hill, rifes 
about half a mile from the fea-fhore, and a mile and half to the north 
of the town : they extend four miles to the weftward, and the laft hill, 
where they ceafe on this fide, is called Perimbe : acrofs from north 
to fouth they extend two miles, and have paflable dales between: 
directly oppoftte to the fide of Perimbe, ftands the Fort of Villenore, 
a ftrong out-poft, fituated near the north bank of the river o f Arian- 
copang, which falls into the fea about 500 yards from the wall of Pon
dicherry, and in its courfe from Villenore forms a curve to the fouth. 
The Red-hill, on the other fide the plain, recedes to the n . e . from 
Perimbe to its end towards the fea. So that the interval between
Villenore and Perimbe is the narroweft- part of the plain between

the



the river and the Red-hill, being here fcarcely more than a mile, 1760, 
whereas farther back it is three. The plain as far as the bound- 
hedge was occupied by country houfes, enclofures, avenues, and. 
arable ground. The market of the French troops was in*the village 
under Villenore. Temporary barracks for the European cavalry had 
been raifed on the hill o f Perimbe. Their foot and artillery were 
difperfed in the houfes and enclofures which occupied the fpace. 
between.

Colonel Coote proceeded with the cavalry from Trichimungaluny. 
not in the high road which pafleth by Valdore, but acrofs the coun
try to the left, and came in about the middle of the Red-hill, and 
paffiug through its dales appeared on the outward ridge between Pe
rimbe and the bound-hedge.. The enemy had gained notice of his 
approach, but not of the force which accompanied him.; and, ima
gining that it confifted of foot as well as horfe, fufpedted like wife that 
the main body of both might be marching to get between them ands 
the bound-hedge, and impede their retreat into the limits. In this 
perfuafion, all their infantry got into march with much hurry and 
con full on, to gain the avenue neareft the Red-hill, which, as well: 
as another on its right, leads to the bound-hedge : they moved with 
all their field-pieces in front, to oppofe the fuppofed danger, which 
if  real would have been the greatefl: but the European horfe, which 
were 250 in three fquadrons, remained on the hill of Perimbe to ob- 
ferve and protect their rear. Colonel Coote fufpedted the error which 
©ccafioned the diforder he obferved in the infantry, and as fail as- 
his troops came up ordered the European horfe, which were ■ 
only 8o, with three fquadrons of the black, to advance, and keep) 
the enemy’s, cavalry in check, whilfl he himfelf, with the main 
body, eroded over to the avenue, in which the laft of their infantry 
were entering; in whofe rear he hung, having thus feparated.them 
from, their cavalry, who, feeing their danger, retreated before the 
divifion advancing again!! them, to gain the other fide of the ave
nue on the right of their infantry, whofe flanks were already pro- 
tedted from the cavalry with Colonel Coote by the ditch on each 
fide*. Colonel Coote following the infantry, often advanced within;
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1760. 40 yards, to draw their f ire ; but the grenadiers of L o r  rain, who
formed the rear-guard, referved it w ith  m uch difcipline. A t length, 

however, the fore mold troop o f  boric, led by Affafbeg, a Jem idar 

o f great fpfrit, broke in upon a platoon, and cut down ieven of them 

but the next troop drew up their bridles, and were afraid to follow 

the impreffion, w hich  otherwife promifed to break the whole co

lum n, which recovered, and continued its w ay as before, until they 

had palled the bound-hedge, under the redoubt o f  Valdore, w hich  

terminates the avenue along w hich they were m arching, w hen the 

fire o f the redoubt was left free, and Colonel Coote flopped the 
purfuit. In the mean w hile, the other divifion under the com 

mand o f Captain D e Buke, had eroded over to the village o f  V il-  

lenore, and routed the market-people there without refiftance, and 

the black horfe w ith  him , joined by more from the main body, 

collected all w orth the w hile they could carry off, and drove before 

them  all the cattle. T h e  w hole affembled again on the h ill o f  Pe- 

rimbe, where they fet fire to the barracks, and the carriage o f an 

eighteen-pounder, for w ant o f  proper bullocks to draw i t  off. In  the  

afternoon, the w hole returned to Tritchim ungalum , in ten d in g  to reft 

the night th ere ; but a corporal o f  the dragoons deferting, they re

moved five miles farther back , to Manoor ; from hence Colonel Coote 

Cent orders to M ajor M onlon, to march the arm y from Tondivanum  
again!! Alam parvah.

T h e  next day he moved him felf to Taliaveram , w h ich  is five miles- 

from Manoor to the n . e . on the road towards P erm aco il; but few 

o f  the black horfe accompanied him  ; they were all diiperfed to fe- 

cure or fell the plunder they had got the day before. T h e y , h o w 

ever, came back on the 9th, and he proceeded w ith  them  from  T a 

liaveram again to the bound-hedge o f  Pondicherry, and obferved very 

nearly, w ithout annoyance. O n his return, he w ent to Conym ere, 

where he met . M r. B u lly  by appointment, w ho had been recalled on 

his parole to Madrafs, in order to be fent to E urope, in compliance 

w ith  the earned im portunity o f the N abob, w h o  regarded him 

as fraught w ith  more dangerous refources than all his other ene

mies, and faid that i f  he became free, and commanded, he would 
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protrafl the war ten years. On the ioth Colonel Coote came to 1760. 
Alamparvah, which the army had in veiled the day before ; but the 
wound he had received at Permacoil was fo much exafperated by 
'his late fatigue, that he could not any longer dir without danger, 
he therefore ordered Colonel Monfon to carry on the liege of Alam
parvah, but dill continued in the camp.

The fort of Alamparvah Hands on the fea -̂diore, about 20 miles 
E . N . E . of Tondivanum, 15 E. of Permacoil, and 24 to the n . of 
Pondicherry. It formerly belonged to the Nabobs of the province; 
and was given to Mr. Dupleix by Murzafajing in 1750. It has 
many wells of good water, which is not to be found in all parts 
o f the coalt fo near the fea. The fort was of done, fquare, of mo
derate extent, with four round towers at the angles, a parapeted 
fauffebray, and a wet ditch, but without a glacis. A  pettah ex
tends along the drand to the north, and fronts within 250 yards of 
the fort. An eight-inch howitz bombarded; and a ricochet bat
tery o f two guns,, to . enfilade the north front from the wed, was 
began in the night, and finilhed before morning ; during which, a 
ferjeant of pioneers and a Sepoy were killed. In the enfuing night, 
another battery of three eighteen-pounders was finidied in the pet
tah, to batter the tower in the wed angle of the north face ; and 
the lofs during thefe 24 hours, was Lieutenant Angus, of Coote’s 
regiment, and a grenadier killed. Both' batteries opened together at 
day-light on the 12th, and in three hours didnounted mod of the 
guns, and. ruined the whole line of defence ; and in the afternoon 
the Chevalier Viart, who commanded, furrendered at - discretion,
The garrifon, befides himfelf, a Lieutenant, and a furgeon, were 
50 Europeans, and 150 Sepoys. During the attack, three o f ' 
their Europeans had been killed, and twelve wounded. There were 
in the fort 20 pieces of cannon, a howitz, and abundance of am
munition.

T he feafon was now advancing, when the French fquadron might 
be expeded from the iflands. The lofs of Alamparvah deprived them . 
o f the only dation under their command to the northward, and Ka<- 
ncai remained the only one they had to the. iaiith ward of Pondi

cherry J:



1760. cherry; but the importance of Karical rofe with, the feafon, and the 
~'\k'Tc'u eacreal’‘nS hiftrefles o f the capital; for becoming, with the change 

o f  the monfoon, the windward ftation, ail their veflels arriving on 
the coaft might get their firft intelligence here, and, if the road 
were not occupied by a fuperior force, were always fure of water, 
and freflh provifions from the fort, which the foreign fettlements of 
Negapatam and Tranquebar might, or might not fupply. The 
grain of the dift riels, which was confxderable, was gathered, and, 
with what might be purchafed in the plentiful country o f  Tanjore, 
would become a great refource to Pondicherry, continually lofing its 
own diftri&s by the fuccefles of the arm y; for it might be con
veyed from Karical in the boats o f the country, which, favoured by 
the wind and current, would almoft make the paflage in a night, 
and with little rifque, even if  difcovered and purfued, as they can 
keep clofe to the furf, in fhallow foundings, and along the Ihore 
fwell of the fea, where veflels o f European conftru&ion feldom 
chufe to venture. The French government already repented of the 
lofs of fuch another pofleflion in Devicotah, although not com
manding equal advantages; and had made a ftrong attempt to re
cover it. On the 24th of February, a detachment from Chilam- 
brum of 30 troopers, 40 European infantry, and 400 Sepoys, with 
two field-pieces, inverted the fort. On the 27th, they were joined 
by 80 Europeans andCoffrees from Pondicherry, when the whole in
trenched themfelves within 200 yards o f the walls. T he breaches 
which their garrifon had made when they abandoned it, were not 
completely repaired; and on the 29th in the morning, the enemy made 
an aflault on that which was moft practicable; the fire lafted an hour, 
when they were repulfed, with the lofs, as the ferjeant fuppofed, of 
two officers, and 20 of their Europeans and Coffrees, and more of 
their Sepoys killed and wounded. They, however, during their rtay, 
and on their retreat, fent and carried away a confiderable quantity of 
grain, which had juft been got up from the harveft o f the dirtrirts.

The Prefidency of Madrafs now became anxious to get pofleflion 
oi Kancal, before the French fquadron fhould arrive on the coart ; 
but, as it was intended that the army Ihould as loon as pofli-
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ble encamp near Pondicherry, in order to intercept all convoys o f 1760. 
provifions from the adjacent country, a body of troops fufficient for f
the attack o f Karical could not be ipared from the camp, without * J
fruftrating the other intention. Admiral Cornifh contributed to al
leviate part o f the difficulty, by offering to proceed with all the 
men o f war which had arrived with him, and to land their marines, 
which were about 300 ; the Prefidency provided for the reft. A ll the 
artillery and ftores for the fiege, with the Chief Engineer, Mr. Call, 
and a few gunners, were to be fent in the fhips from Madrafs. Co
lonel Monfon, who was to command, was to embark from Alam- 
parvah, with the company of pioneers, which confifted of 50  choice 
Europeans, and with Captain Barker to diredl the artillery. Captain 
Jofeph Smith, who was efcorting the Nabob from Tritchinopoly, 
was ordered to reinforce his detachment from this garrifbn to the 
ftrength of 10 0 0  Sepoys, 100 European firelocks, 40 artillery-men, 
and fix field-pieces; with this force, he was to march away from 
wherever he might be, with all expedition ; and either inveft or lay 
before Karical, as circumftances permitted, until the arrival o f the 
Ihips. Captain Richard Smith, appointed to command in Tritchk 
nopoly after the departure of Jofeph, was to fend from thence, 
through the country of Tanjore, Lafcars for the fervice of the artil
lery, 500 Coolies to pull and carry burthens, tents, doolies for the 
lick and wounded, and cattle for provifions to the fquadron as well 
as the troops on fhore. The king of Tanjore was requefted to fend 
his troops, and every kind of affiftance.

The Nabob, notwithftanding his eagernefs to appear at the head 
o f an army in the Carnatic immediately after the victory of Vandi- 
vafh, was not ready to move from Tritchinopoly until the 18th of 
March, 40 days after he had received intelligence of that fuccefs, 
and a month after the French had abandoned the pagodas of Sering- 
ham. Befides the detachment from the garrifon of Tritchinopoly, 
he was accompanied by 1000 horfe, 1000 Sepoys, and a greater 
number of various forts of good-for-nothing infantry, entertained by 
himlelf. They arrived at Volcondah on the 20th, from whence he 
was folicitous to proceed towards Arcot; but Captain Jofeph Smith,
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1 7 6 0 . in conformity to the orders of the prefidency,-wifhed to lead him .
y-_v '> towards Pondicherry. This difference of opinion kept them fome j
March. d at y 0lC0ndah, and as a reconciliation, by which fome fervice £ 

might be obtained from the Nabob’s troops, Captain Smith confented j 
to march again ft Thiagar, which would bring them nearer Arcot, 
without being removed farther from Pondicherry. But the prefi- 
dency, at the fame time that they lent orders to Captain Smith to 
march away with his detachment to Karical, enjoined the Na
bob to keep with his own troops in the country to the s. of 
Gingee, between Volcondah and Chillambarum, and to employ 
them in reducing thefe diftri&s, and efpecially in preventing any 
fupplies of provifions from being conveyed out of them to Pondi
cherry, from whence he would have nothing to fear, as the Englifh 
army would be advanced and lying between.

The number of manned Mafloolas at Madrafs, which are the only 
boats that can ply the furf, were not fufficient to carry off the 
ammunition and ftores intended for the fiege as faft as the men of 
war could have taken them in ; and during this delay, the Falmouth 
of 60 guns was lent forward to take in Major Monlon’s party at 
Alamparvah, whilft the other {hips were lading at Madrafs : and on 
the 15th Colonel Coote, continuing much difordered with his wound, 
came in from the camp to adjuft with the Prefidency the prize- 
money accruing to the army from their late fucceffes.

The Falmouth, ftanding into the road of Alamparvah on the 16th 
in the morning, difcovered a Ihip at anchor clofe in Ihore, about 
two leagues to the northward of Pondicherry, and bore down to 
her with an eafy fail, under French colours; but the ftranger cut 
her cable, and ran alhore into the furf, which being boifterous, 
Ihe immediately bilged, and all but three of the crew got alhore. 
The boats of the Falmouth, finding itimpolfible to get the Ihip off, 
fet fire to her. She was the Harlem, which had been difpatched by 
Mr. Moracin from Ganjam to Mergui in the month of June, and 
was returning with rice and other provifions for Pondicherry, and 
had likewife tutenague and other merchandize o n  board, none of
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which could be recovered ; but the lofs of the provifiona was by far 1760. ]
the greateft detriment to the enemy. March.

Major Monfon, with the pioneers and their equipments, embarked 
in the Falmouth from Alamparvah on the 25th ; they anchored in 
the road of Karicai at day-break on the 28th, when the Captain of 
the Falmouth, Mathifon, went in his boat with Major Monfon to 
reconnoitre the (hore. They difcovered no figns, either of the peo
ple expended from Richard Smith at Tritchinopoly, or the detach
ment with Captain Jofeph; whofe inftruftions had not reached them 
in time to be as yet fulfilled. At eight o’clock, the fquadron, which 
hadlikewife failed from Madrafs on the 25th, appeared. Major 
Monfon went on board Mr. Cornifh’s (hip, and it was agreed, not- 
withftanding they were entirely ignorant of the place, and difap- 
pointed of the troops they expected to meet, to make the landing 
immediately. Fifteen maffoolas accompanied the (hips; they took in 
1 j o  of the troops, befides the Macoas, who are the black fellows that 
row them; thefe formed the firfi: divifion, and were towed to the 
furfby the yawls and pinnaces of the (hips, which, befides their 
rowers, took as many foldiers as they could carry, who formed the 
(econd divifion : all thefo (leered for the (hore, five miles to the north 
of the fort. The third divifion of the troops embarked in the long
boats, which were rigged with fails, and proceeded clofe to the furf, 
oppofite to the fort, and the mouth of a river which leads to it,
Where they were to appear as if intending to land by pufliing over 
the bar of the river, which was not impraaicable.

A fmall (now and a (loop, which drew little water, and mounted 
guns, anchored as clofo as they could oppofite to a village half-way 
between the real landing and the long-boats. As foon as the yawls 
and pinnaces reached the furf, they dropped their graplings, and call 
off the maffoolas, which immediately rowed afhore, and landed the 
troops in them; then returned, and landed the fecond divifion out 
of the other boats, when a fignal was flung out, on which the 
long-boats came down, failing faff with the wind and current, and 
the troops in them were likewife landed all together by the mafl'oolaf;

4 K z



1760. the whole without the appearance of any oppofition intended by

'm ST *  the gar»fon- As foon as al1 were 011 fllore’ they advanced to the
village oppofite to which the two fmall veflels were at anchor, and 
received by catamarans two four-pounders, which belonged to the 
floop, and were mounted on fhip-carriages ; for the reliance on the 
field-pieces expedited with Jofeph Smith had prevented any from be
ing embarked at Madrafs. They palled the night in the village 
without alarm; and early in the morning moved on to take poflef- 
fion of the pettah of Karical, which lay on the north fide of the 
fort. It was a fpacious town, feparated from the fort by an efpla- 
nade of 100 yards ; regular works had been traced round the other 
three fides, which on the weft had been raifed to four feet above the 
ground, but the baftion in the north-weft angle was completed, and 
converted into a clofed redoubt, which mounted nine guns, and had 
a good ditch all round, and a draw-bridge ; it was called Fort Dau
phin : the reft of the north line was open, as was the fide to the 
eaft. The troops advancing from the north, without a guide or 
intelligence, fell under fire of Fort Dauphin, by which two men 
were killed, and two wounded, before the whole line got under 
Ihelter of the buildings in the pettah; which they entered without 
meeting any interruption in the ftreets. They took poft in the 
church-yard, which lay about 200 yards from the eaft fide of the 
pettah, and about the fame diftance from the line of houfes front
ing the fort. They found about them plenty of provifions, as well 
in the houfes of the natives, as of the French inhabitants.

1  The fort of Karical ftands 300 yards from the fea-fhore : a river
coming from the weft ftrikes when oppofite to the weft fide of the 
fort in a curve to the fouth, which continues until oppofite to the 
eaft fide at the diftance of 500 yards, when the channel turning 
again dire&ly to the eaft, in a 100 yards more difembogues into 
the fea. The fort was an oblong fquare, completely fortified, but 

.• had the greateft of defeats, the want of fpace : for its internal area, 
exclufive of the four baftions, was no more than 100 yards from w. 
to E .  and only 50 from N .  to s .  The baftions admitted only three
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guns in their faces, but each of the four curtains was covered by  a 1760.
ravelin much more fpacious than the baftions, and mounting fix. A '— -— *

wet ditch ran between the three curtains to the n . w . and s. and their March* 
ravelins; but on the eafi face the ditch furrounded the ravelin like- 
wife, and dry ground occupied the {pace between the rear of this 
ravelin and the eafi: curtain, continuing round the two bafiions in 
an excellent fauflebray, from the interior angles of which the ravelin 
projected. A covered way well palifaded, and a complete glacis, fur- 
rounded the whole, neverthelefs the exterior extent, meafuring acrofs 
from the foot of the glacis, was in the longeft dire&ion, that from 
e . to w. not more than 200 yards; and the pettah outfiretched this 
face 200 yards on either hand. The garrifon had lately deftroyed 
the line of buildings in the pettah, which Ikirted the efplanade, 
and had been fuffered to rife within 60 yards of the foot of the 
glacis; but this demolition added only a fpace of 40 yards to the 
efplanade, and that not clear; for the rubbilh not being yet re
moved fiill afforded fome fhelter.

As foon as the Englifli troops had taken poffeflion of the pettah,
Mr. Call, with the pioneers, marched, and took poflefiion of a fa- 
luting-battery, which lay near the mouth of the river, where was 
likewife the flag-ftaff for the road. The fort fired fiercely as they 
were paffing, but did no harm; and in the night the pioneers be
gan to conftruft a battery near the river on the efplanade, which 
was clear quite up to where the river changes from the curve it has 
made, and ftrikes fireight to the fea: they were not interrupted in 
their work; neither did the troops in the pettah receive any alarm 
from the garrifon. The next evening a ten-inch mortar was landed, 
and at ten at night began to bombard Fort Dauphin. The range 
was exactly gained at the firft {hell,, and only thirteen were fired 
before the guard,, confifting of 50 men, abandoned it; and, know
ing ways of which the Englifli troops were not apprized, gained the 
fort without interruption. About the fame time twelve gunners 
fent from Pondichery, who had landed at Tranquebar, got into the 
fort, notwithstanding a company of marines were looking out for 
them, who kept too far from the fea-fliore, whilfi the gunners tra

velled
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' 60, veiled along the beach until they came to the river, when they con-
v—1 tinued under the bank unperceived by the pioneers employed in con-

March. ftru£tmg the battery.
The cover afforded by the pettah determined the attack to be 

fcarried on again ft the north face o f the fort; and the greater extent 
o f  the efplanade to the eaft, which is 500 yards (whereas to the 
weft it is interrupted by the curve o f the river at 300) gave the pre
ference o f the enfilade from the eaft, which o f confequence deter
mined the breach to be in the north-eaft baftion, and on its north 
face. Accordingly, three batteries were marked out in the pettah, 
one to breach, and one on each hand to take off the defences: in 
the battery to the eaft, two o f the guns enfiladed the north line 
in its whole length, and the other two plunged into the oppofite 
ravelin, and acrofs into the ravelin on the fouth : fo that every part 
o f the fort would be laid under fire. Sailors were landed with the 
heavy artillery from the fhips, and affifted in drawing them, and in 
the other fervices ufually allotted to bullocks and coolies ; for all the 
neighbouring villages were defer ted, and fupplied neither man nor 
beaft ; and no tidings arrived o f the Captain Jofieph Smith’s detach
ment, nor o f the affiftance expe&ed from the garrifon o f Tritchi- 
nopoly; and the king o f Tanjore avoided all correfpondence with the 

armament.
Captain Jofeph Smith received the orders of the prefidency on the 

25th, the day he was fetting out with the Nabob from Volcondah, 
againft Thiagar ; he immediately turned his march to Karical ; and 
the Nabob, unwilling to remain with only his own troops in the 
middle of the Carnatic, determined to march with the detachment. 
The neareft road leading front Volcondah towards Karical falls upon 
the Coleroon, 30 miles N. N. w . o f the city o f Tanjore. Having 

^crofted the river, which is there fpacious, you continue to Comba- 
eonum, which ftands five miles farther, on the bank o f the firft arm 
of the Caveri; and beyond this is another arm to crofs, before you 
join the road leading eaft to the fea-fhore : much o f the ground 
between the rivers is funk in marlhes, and the h ground is over-? 

{flowed in rice-fields, without any continued road, which greatly re- 
,2 tard



tard the paffage of carriages; and the way between Volcondah and 176o.̂
Karical being iao miles, the march- can Scarcely be performed 111 March, 
lefs than ten days ; but Captain Smith had , received his orders to 
advance only four days before the armament anchored at Karical, 
whofe ignorance o f the impoffibility o f his appearance aggravated 
their anxiety concerning the arrival of the French fquadron, which 
intelligence, artfully inculcated from Pondicherry, led them to expett 
from day to day when all the marines and failors muft have been 
reimbarked, and Major Monfon would have been left with only 
60 Europeans, and without a field-piece. _ . . .

However, thefe apprehenfions only encreafed their activity 111
pufhing the attack. The ten-inch mortar, which had been employed 
againft Fort Dauphin, was removed on the 31ft, and threw fhells 
all night. The garrifon returned round and grape from their cannon, 
and even ufed their mulketry, although all they fired at was under 
cover, or out of reach : this early profufion of ammunition is rarely 
followed by vigorous defence at extremity. In the morning of the 
1 ft o f  April the two embrafures on the right of the enfilading bat- April, 
tery to the eaft were opened. The paffage into the covered way lay 
oppofite to this battery, leading through the glacis on the left face 
o f its angle presetting to the eaft, and the garrifon had lain _a row 
o f wood and palmiras in front of the barrier gate, which clofed this 
paffage at the foot of the glacis, in order to conftrutt a battery there 
with thefe materials. The ten-inch mortar fometimes threw carcaffes 
o f fire-balls to fet them afire, but without effett ; and two royals of 
which the fhells are 5 inches and 5 twelfths diameter continually 
bbmbarded the fort. In the morning of the ad, the other two 
embrafures were opened in the enfilading battery. At ten o clock, 
arrived Captain Richard Smith from Tritchinopoly with Lafcars, 
oxen, coolies, and ftores; and the Nabob came up hkewife with 1000 
horfe and fix companies of Sepoys, whom Captain Jofeph Smith had 
ftnt forward, as the rains and the badnefs of the roads retarded the 
rarriap-es and baggage of his detachment, with which he remained to 

^ 5 | h is  reinforcement afforded troops fu fficen ^ o



1760. invert the fort all round. In this day the enemy’ s fire was ex-
*— V—' ceflive, and difmounted one o f the guns at the enfilading battery, 

Apnl‘ and endamaged all its embrafures ; but all were reftored during the 
night, and the fame number o f guns began to fire again the next 
morning, which was the 3d o f the month. A t eight o’clock of 
this day, Captain Jofeph Smith came up with the rert o f his detach
ment, which were 130 European mulketry, thirty artillery-men, two 
field-pieces, and five companies o f Sepoys. T h e enemy during the 
night finiflied two embrafures in one face o f their battery at the 
barrier, which pointed againft the enfilading battery; and traces ap
peared o f another face to the north, which feemed intended to fcowr 
the oppofite ftreet o f the pettah, acrofs which the attack had thrown 
up a flight retrenchment.

Early the next morning, the breaching battery in the centre 
rtreet opened with three twenty-four pounders againft the n . face 
o f  the n . e . baftion, at the diftance o f 150 yards, and was fo well 
ferved by Captain Barker, who attended it, that in three rounds 
the enemy quitted the three guns in the face attacked, and in lefs 
than an hour all the merlons were beat down ; the other face had 
before been much fhattered by the enfilading battery, which had 
likewife nearly ruined the north face o f the eaft ravelin : fo .that 
neither o f the batteries had occafion to fire more than a (hot now and 
then through the reft of the day. Sepoys were ported in the ruins 
o f the houfes, who kept up a conftant fire through the night on the 
baftion and ravelin, to prevent the enemy from placing fand-bags 
to repair them. By the next morning, which was the 5th o f the 
month, and the 10th fince the landing, a battery, intended todeftroy 
the eaft face o f the north ravelin, was almoft completed, and the 
other againft the N.w. baftion quite finilhed ; but the guns for 
neither were yet landed from the fhips. Intelligence was received, 
that a detachment o f 450 infantry, and 150 European horfe, were 
arrived at Chillambarum from Pondicherry, intending to advance and 
interrupt the fiege. T h e breach, though broad, could not be mounted 
without clambering, and the immediate accefs to it was ftill de
fended by the ditch, to which the befiegers had not yet approached,

and



and by the parapet of tlie faufle-bray, which remained undamaged : 1760.
but the gate of the barrier leading through the glacis to the eaft *— v—-*
ravelin, had been beaten down by ricochet (hot flying over the bat- Apn1*' 
tery, which the enemy had raifed before it. The bafcul, or carpentry,. 
which raifed and let down the draw-bridge before the n . e . face of 
the eaft ravelin, had likewife been (hot away, and the bridge fallen 
into its place, and the garrifon had not yet deftroyed it to interrupt 
the pafiage, which thus remained clear to the ravelin. The gateway 
leading through the curtain into the fort was at the back of this 
ravelin: and the fame fire had deftroyed the gates which clofed it, 
nor had any thing been fubftituted to ftop the paflage ; fo that, if  
the ftorm had been immediately and defperately attempted this w ay,, 
the enemy had nothing to oppofe it, but the arms in their hands..
A ll thefe circumftances Major Monfon did not know ; but the com- 
mandant of the fort feared, and anfwered the fummons by requefting 
to march away with the honours o f war : to which Monfon re
plied, that the whole garrifon muft become prifoners o f war ; but 
that the inhabitants fhould be left in pofleffion of their houfes in the 
pettah, the officers have their baggage, and the Sepoys might go > 
where they pleafed. The terms were accepted ; and the Engliffi 
troops marched in at two in the afternoon. The garrifon confided 
of 115 Europeans, of whom 101 were military, 72 Topaffes, and 
250 Sepoys. Befides fmaller arms and (lores, there were in the 
place 155 pieces of cannon of all forts, and nine mortars, with a 
large (lock of ammunition for both. Only five men were killed in 
the defence, and in the attack only three Europeans, one of whom 
was a failor, and five wounded. Never perhaps was To great an 
armament prepared, to fucceed with fo little lofs, excepting when > 
Delabourdonnais took Madrafs in 1746.

Neverthelefs, the capture was well worth the exertion : as befides 
the advantages of its fituation with refpeft to the fea, it afforded 
the French a conftant and certain inlet to the territories o f Tanjore,, 
and by various purchafes and ceffions from the government they 
had acquired diftridts round the fort, containing 113 villages, of 
which the farms, , with the cuftoms of the port and town, never 
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•1760. produced lefs than 30,000 pagodas a year, fufficient for the expence 
of the garrifon. As the fort was too fmall, all the European inha- 

bitants had their houfes in the pettah, which were well built, as 
wrere many of thofe belonging to the natives, and room was left and 
marked for more to both. The Nabob derived no advantage by this 
fuccefs, beyond the detriment it occafioned to his enemies ; for a 
member of the council of Madrafs had been fent in the fquadron, to 
negotiate with Tanjore for the redemption o f the diftricts.

The abfence of Colonel Coote and Major Mon fon had left the 
main army to the command of Major Robert Gordon, who moved 
with it from Alamparvah on the 28 th of March, and on the ift o f  
April encamped at Killenore, from whence he fent forward a detach
ment of obfervation, to take poll; at Manoor, within five miles o f 

Valdore. T he fweep o f Country to the weftward o f Killenore as 
far as Villaporum, which lies 20 miles due weft o f Pondicherry, 
abounds in cattle, and is as fertile as any part o f the Carnatic, and 
remained at this time, as the French territory became every day 
more circumfcribed, their laft refource for provifions.• A ll the coun
tries, which had been reduced to the fouth o f Chittapett and Vandi- 
vafli as far as Permacoil, had been let by the Prefidency o f Madrafs 
to a Malabar, named Ramalinga, who accompanied the army ready 
to rent more, and kept feveral companies of irregular Sepoys with 
him, to place as guards in new diftrids, as reduced. By his advice, 
Major Gordon refolved to fend a detachment againft Villaporum! 
The diftance was 35 miles, and the way lay between the garrifon 
o f Gingee on one hand, and of Valdore on the other. T h e detach
ment confifted o f  200 black horfe, and five companies o f Sepoys, 
under the command of captain Wood, and the renter accompanied 
with his people. T h ey marched from Killenore on the 3d of April 
a little after fun-fet, and, pafling through Vicravandi, captain Wood! 
with the horfe, arrived before Villaporum at ten the next morning 
but the Sepoys did not come up until two in the afternoon. The 
beft intelligence that could be obtained, reported, that there were 
300 Sepoys and 400 horfe in the place; and at fix, as foon as the 
oepoys were refrefhed, Wood led them to the attack, which could

only



only be made by fcrambling up the wall, as they had no ladders. 1760. 
Eight or ten got up to the parapet, but three or four mounting at 
the fame time were killed, which deterred thofe who were next from " 
following, and flung the whole into confufion, on which the enemy 
fallied, but the horle rode in between, and drove them back. The 
Sepoys rallied again in the pettah, and were preparing ladders to 
efcalade before day-break ; but at eight o’clock at night the garrifon 
abandoned the fort. Captain Wood placed three of the regular 
companies of Sepoys, and 200 of the renters, to garrifon it, under 
the command of an Eniign ; and at ten at night fet out on his return 
with the cavalry and the other company of Sepoys. They arrived 
at one in the morning at Vicrivandi, where he left this company, 
and, proceeding, rejoined the camp a little after fun-rife with the 
cavalry, which accompliflied this march of 60 miles in 36 hours.

Since the retreat of the French army, their countries to the weft- 
ward of Villaporum and Gingee, and the forts intended to protect 
them, had, like this, been left to the defence of fuch troops as the 
renters chole to levy and maintain ; and in the end of March,
Captain Airey, who commanded in Chittapett, and from thence over 
Trinomaly, lent a detachment of Sepoys to enable the garrifon there 
to take the field, which in a few days drove the guards out of 
Soolabgur, Triealour, and Trivaneloor: thefe three forts had been 
taken pofiefiron of by Mahomed Iflbof and Kiftnarow o f Thiagar, 
whilft they were ravaging the countries adjacent to them during 
the fiege of Madrafs. Soolabgur is lituated on a hill 15 miles s.s.w. 
and Tricolour on the plain 20 miles s. of Trinomaly : Triveianoor 
ftands 10 miles s.E. of Tricaloor, and 20 s. w. of Villaporum. The 
French garrifon of Gingee on the one fide, and of Thiagar on the 
other, were the neareft to protect thefe lefler forts ; but both were 
too much alarmed for their own fafety, to rifk any detachments, 
abroad : the one by the Nabob’s, camp then at Volcondah, the other 
by the Englifh army at Killenore.. Kiftnarow, after the lofs of 
Thiagar in the preceding month of June, had remained with the 
Nabob at Tritchinopoly,, and, after the victory of Vandivaili, obtained 
his permiftion to act as a free-hooter in the French diftricts, and,.
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1760. having plunder to offer, eaffly enlifted a number of horfe, with 
which he accompanied the Nabob to Volcondah, and from thence 
trooped away to the country about Chilambarum, where they were 
carrying on all kind of ravage, at the time that Captain Wood 
rmarched and took Villaperum.

Colonel Coote recovered of his wound, rejoined the army at Kille- 
nore on the 7th ; and the next day, after reconnoitring Valdore, fent 
off 35 0 of the black horfe, to join Kiftnarow in the country about Chi
lambarum ; lb that a chain of troops, or polls, was now ellablilhed, 

which encircled Pondicherry in a fweep of 70 miles, from that place 
to Allamparvah. Oil the 10th, a large number of Sepoys were feen 
marching into Valdore from the Gingee road: they were what remain
ed of the body commanded by Zulphacarjung, who, when driven out 
o f the pettah o f Arcot by captain Wood, continued, until this fort 
was taken, at the back o f Velore, encouraged for fear of accidents by 
Mortizally. From Velore he marched to Gingee ; and Mr. Lally, 
yielding to the repreientation of Mr. Deleyrit, and the general dil- 
couragement, reprefied his prejudices again ft thefe troops, and re
called them to a<5t again with the European force. Zulpbarcaijung 
left a part of his Sepoys to reinforce Valdore, and marched on with 
the reft into Pondicherry.

T he next day Colonel Coote advanced the army to Manoor, and 
fent forward Major Robert Gordon, with a large detachment, to 
take poffeffion o f the pettah under the fort o f Valdore ; the day 
after, which was the 12th, he brought up the reft o f the army, and 
encamped at Cartaricopum, a village about a mile to the eaft, nearer 
Pondicherry. In the night, two batteries were commenced, and 
fhells thrown, which the garrifon anfwered by fhot, and both were 
employed without mifchief. The next day all the cavalry, not on 
duty, were detached, under the command o f a Lieutenant, to re
connoitre : and proceeded to the hither end o f the Red-hill. The 
French cavalry with fome platoons of infantry advanced towards 
them and made fome evolutions as intending to fallen their flanks, 

w IC 1 1  ie Englifli cavalry prevented by contrary motions, and re

turned
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turned to camp. They had perceived at a diftance a large cloud of 1760. 
duft, as o f troops with cannon, advancing from Pondicherry.

T he fort o f Valdore ftands nine miles n . n . w . of Pondicheny.
Its form is an exact parallelogram, fquaring with the compafs; and 
extending 300 yards from E. to w. and 210 from n . to s. It is fitu- 
ated in a plain, and its original fortifications, like the generality of 
the forts in the country, were a rampart with towers, a faufle-bray, 
and a ditch. Mr. Dupleix, had raifed a glacis on the north-fide, 
and had converted the center tower on this fide, and that in the s. w. 
angle, into baft ion 3 with faces and flanks; but the pettah, which 
is to the weft, remained within 150 yards of the wall : lo that the 
vicinity of Pondicherry was its belt defence. In the morning of the 
14th, one of the batteries opened; it fronted and battered the tower 
in the north-weft angle with one gun, and with the other took off 
the defences of the next tower in the weft wall.

T he duft feen the day before was from a body of troops marching 
to encamp under Villenore. The intelligence of the prefent day laid 
they were the whole army, and that Mr. Lally intended to attack 
the Englifh camp by fuf prize in the enfuing night, which deter
mined Colonel Coote to reconnoitre them himlelf when the fun. 
abated in the afternoon. All the cavalry in two divifions, each ac
companied by five companies of Sepoys, marched with him. When 
arrived at the Red-hill, oppolite to Villenore, he proceeded along 
the foot o f it with one of the divifions, and fent the other acrofs 
the plain, to examine the enemy’s out-pofts on that fide, whilft his 
own divifion came oppofite to a body o f Europeans, with two field- 
pieces drawn up in the high road neareft the hill, leading to the 

- bound-hedge. They cannonaded, but at too great a diftance; and 
Colonel Coote continued under the fide of the hill until dark, in 
order to perfuade the enemy that he intended to patrole the field all 
n ig h t; but returned foon after to the camp. Five or fix Sepoys 
and a horfe were killed in this fervice. I11 the ftege, one of the guns 
in the battery was ruined by the fire of the fort. Shells continued 
through the night, and the next morning, which was the 15th, the

other



1760. other battery was completed and opened. It faced the tower in the
v— v-—' s. w . angle, and the fire from both continued through the day as

Ai>n> hot as it could be fafely kept up. T he whole of the French troops 
had affembled at Villenore during the night, and pnlhed on ad
vanced polls, which, in the morning, began to fkirmilh with thofe 
of the camp ; where all, excepting the men at the batteries, were 
kept in readinefs to turn out the line, but the enemy’s main body 
did not advance. Intelligence was repeated o f their intentions to 
attack the camp this night, as the night before : on which Colonel 
Coote {truck all the tents at funfet, as if  he meant to change his 
ground, but pitched them again in the fame place after dark ; but 
half the troops lay on their arms until day-light. The howitz con
tinued through the night, and in the morning the batteries, which 
had been much impaired, renewed their fire as violently as the day 
before. The Ikirmifhes like wife recommenced between the out- 
guards of both armies. A t two in the afternoon, both breaches ap
peared practicable ; and a deferter, who at this hour efcaped from the 
fort, reported, that the garrifon had nearly expended all their am
munition, and were inclined, if  not immediately relieved, to fur- 
render ; on which Colonel Coote ordered Major Gordon, who com
manded the attack, to fummons the commandant at four o’clock, at 
which hour he fhould proceed himfelf with the main body from the ‘ 
camp, and offer battle to the enemy’s ; which if  they avoided, and 
the garrifon refufed to lurrender, Major Gordon was to ftorm the 
breaches, and Colonel Coote would fend affifiance; but, if  the 
enemy’s army came to an engagement, Gordon was to march from 
the batteries with his divifion, and form the third line in the order 
of battle. Accordingly the main body advanced a mile and a half 
from the camp, and halted in fight of the enemy, who only lent 
forward their European cavalry and fame Sepoys, which were met by 
parties o f the Englifh cavalry, European and black, fupported likewife 
by Sepoys, and forne were wounded on both fides by fire-arms, but no 
charges made hand to hand. A t fix o’clock, Colonel Coote received 
word, that the garrifon of Valdore had confented to furrender without 
terms the next morning, and had given up the outer gate, on which

he



he returned with the line to the camp. The garrifon confided of a 1760, 
captain, a lieutenant, 80 other Europeans, and 280 Sepoys: they 
had loft only two men killed, and three wounded ; and the Englifh 
not more. There were in the fort 25 pieces of cannon, and fome 
paddy. Colonel Coote, as foon as he had taken pofteffion, detached 
200 of the black horfe, with 300 Sepoys, under the command of 
Aflafbeg, to take Trivadi, in which were fome Sepoys that pro- 
tefted the diftridt, and gathered the produce for the French govern
ment.

O f the French prifoners which had been taken in the late fuccefles, 
the Prefidency- of Madrafs had inlifted 60 of thofe confined there, 
and fent them to the camp. Thefe men, as foon as they came 
before Valdore, fo near their own army and their capital, deierted 
daily, and 40 of them were gone before the place was reduced ; 
fome of the company of French Volunteers likewife went off, al
though they had hitherto behaved with as much fpirit as if  fighting 
under, inftead of againft, their own colours. But as foon as Valdore 
fell, newdeferters began to come over from the enemy, three, four, 
and five in a day : neverthelefs all that remained of thofe fent from 
Madrafs were returned thither to be confined again, for the perfidy 

o f their comrades.
On the 19th, Colonel Coote went out again in the afternoon, 

with the cavalry, and fix companies of Sepoys, to reconnoitre on 
the Red-hill; the French cavalry, fupported likewife by fome Se
poys, came out, and advanced along the neareft avenue, but only 
the Sepoys on either fide engaged, and that with diftant firing, until 
four field-pieces came up from Villenore, on which Colonel Coote 
returned to the camp. Tw o of his black horfemen were killed, and 
the horfe of a trooper, with five Sepoys, wounded.

During thefe operations of the main army, Colonel Monfon was 
advancing with his divifion from Karical. The French prifoners 
taken there were fent to Tritchinopoly, under the effort of two 
companies of Sepoys, and of 60 of the Europeans, who had been 
drawn from that garrifon on this fervice ; two other of thefe com
panies and two lent by the Nabob, with 12 Europeans, were left 
11 ’ in



1760. in Karical. Captain Jofeph Smith, with the reft of his command 

'"April-1 r̂om Tritchinopoly, of which 30 were artillery men, remained, as 
did half the marines from the fquadron ; the other half,* with all 
the battering artillery, were re-embarked. The Nabob with his 
troops, likewife accompanied Major Monfon. They moved on the 
10th of April, and continued by the road along the fea-fhore, until 
they came to the mouths of the Coleroon near Devicotah, when they 
ftruck to the weft, and pafled the river in its fingle channel, oppo- 
ftte to the pagoda of Chilambarum. At the paflage, they were 
joined by Kiftnarow, with his party of horfe, who a few days be
fore had intercepted two companies of Sepoys, efcorting three tum
brils of ammunition, to Chilambarum, which he took, having killed 
and difperfed all the Sepoys, and gathered up their arms. Major 
Monfon fummoned this place on the 19th ; and on refufal, two 
eighteen-pounders were difembarked from the fquadron, which was 
at anchor off the bar of Devicotah. They were brought on cata
marans up the Coleroon, and joined the camp the next day. The 
flender walls of the pagoda would not have refilled a fingle flhot, 
and, although the French had projected redoubts at the four angles, 
and one in the middle of the north, and another of the fouth w a ll; 
thefe 'works had only been carried up a little way in earth, and 
could only ferve for cannon fired in barbette; fcaffoldings had been 
erected for mufketry, and there was a gun in each of the towers at 
the angles. In the twilight of the evening, the garrifon perceived 
the artillery-men o f the camp bringing fafcines to the fpot where 
the battery was intended, and miftook the fafcines for fcaling-lad- 
ders; on which the officers held a confultation, which did not re- 
folve until midnight; -when the camp, to their great furprize, faw 
a number of torches held out together upon the wall, and difcovered 
amongft them a white flag, which the torches were illuminating. 
The fignal o f furrender was accepted ; fome troops advanced to the 
gate, and were admitted on the promife o f good treatment to the 
garrifon ; which confifted of eight officers, and 40 other Europeans. 
I he next day, the marines were lent to Devicotah, to be re-embarked 

on the fquadron; and Kiftnarow, with his horfe, was detached to 

1 deftroy
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cleftroy the French diftridb about Cuddalore. This way lay the x76cT. 
neareft road toValdore; but Major Mon fon, imagining that Mr. '— v~tj‘ 
Tally might poll a force at Cuddalore to interrupt the march of his 
own, which was not ftrong in Europeans, if  they Ihould take this 
route ; and, being unwilling to expofe the perfon of the Nabob to 
any danger, refolved to turn inland, and attack Verdachelum ; from 
whence he might proceed to Valdore, keeping the main body of the 
army between his own divifion and Pondicherry.

The enemy kept only Sepoys in their ftation at Trivadi, who 
abandoned it on the approach of Aflafbeg’s detachment, although 
they came without cannon. Encouraged by this eafy fuccefs, Ailaf beg 
proceeded towards Cuddalore, where the fame panic had prevailed, 
and no troops remained to oppofe his entrance ; but the town was 
not entirely deferted by the inhabitants. This ftation was of 
much utility, as the road was in light, and at this feafon to wind
ward of Pondicherry: two companies o f Sepoys were polled in 
the town ; the houfes of the factory were prepared to ferve as an hof- 
pital to the Iquadron ; bullocks were lent off to fupply the Ihips with 
frelh provillons; and the few boatmen remaining in the town re
ceived encouragement to colled more of their own craft from dif
ferent parts of the coaft. On the 25th Rear-admiral Cornilh an
chored in the road, with the ftx men of war from Karical, and on 
the 29th was joined by Admiral Stevens, with four more from Bom
bay : they were part of the nine, which compofed Mr. Pococke’s 
fquadron in the preceding year, two of which were arrived before 
with Mr. Cornilh. O f the three others, the Salilbury was not com
pletely repaired, and the Cumberland had not entered the dock 
when Mr. Stevens failed; the Yarmouth remained, in confe- 
quence o f orders from the admiralty, to convey Mr. Pococke to 
England, from whence he had been abfent five years. A ll the pre- 
lidencies followed him with the moll grateful acknowledgements of 
the eminent fervices he had rendered the nation during his conti
nuance and command in the feas of India, which he completed, by 
elcorting fafely from St. Helena, in the heat of the war, r 3 fail of the 
company’s Ihips returning from their fettiements, which arrived in 
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■ 1760. England in the October following, and were the richeft fleet that 
had ever entered the Thames at one time.

; The two'armies had continued in their refpedive encampments,
their advanced guards in full fight, and continually alarming one 
another; and on the 27th at day-break, the French cavalry, with 
50 of their infantry, attacked a poft o f Sepoys and black horfe, 
killed fix or feven of each, and wounded more ; and loft themfelves 
two huflars killed, and their officer, with feveral wounded.

Nothing of confequence pafifed for feveral days after, and in the 
night between the fir ft and fecond of May, the whole French army 
decamped from Perimbe, and retreated dole to the bound-hedge, 
leaving only an advanced poft with two guns about half a mile in 
front of the main body. Colonel Coote went in the afternoon, 
with his ufual efcorte of horfe and Sepoys, to reconnoitre their po
sition, and, advancing too near, feveral o f his Sepoys were killed by 
the fire of the cannon from the advanced poft*

Major Monfbn with his divifion, and the Nabob with his 
troops, arrived before Verdachelum on the 2 6 th. This place ftands 
bo miles n. N. w. of Chillambrum, and 60 s. w. from Valdore. It 
is extenfive, and was originally a pagoda, and although converted 
into a fort by the addition of towers at the angles, and proje&ed 
mafies o f mafonry in each of the fides as gateways, ftill continued 
o f very feeble defence againft cannon. It feemed therefore only 
to acquit his military honour, that the commanding officer refufed 
to furrender on the firft fummons ; for the next day, on the ap
pearance o f the two eighteen-pounders in battery, he o f his own ac
cord threw out the white flag, and furrendered at difcretion. His 
garrifon were, befides himfelf and another officer, 13 Europeans, and 

130 Sepoys. This place as well as Chillambrum was delivered over 
to the Nabob, who gave them in charge of his own Sepoys, and put 
both garrifon s under the command of Kiftnarow. He was here 
joined by his brother, Maphuze Khan, who when leaft expeded, 
had left the Pulitaver in the beginning o f January, and joined Ma
homed Ifloof at Tinivelly ; from whence he was lent, with an ef
corte, to Puducotah, the principal town of the polygar Tondimans

where



where he remained, ftill full of fufpicions of the evil intentions o f t y6o.
the Nabob, until encouraged to truft him by repeated affurances '— *—
from the Prefidency, that no harm ffiould befall him." He arrived with. May" 
very few attendants, and had not money to entertain more. From 
Verdachelum, the troops continued their route by Villaporuin and Vi- 
cravandi, and arrived at Valdore on the 3d of May. The Nabob re
mained in the camp until the 10th, much delighted with the army 
and commanders, who had refrored him to lb great a part of his 
dominions. He then proceeded to Madrafs, in order to regulate 
with the Prefidency the modes of adminiftration in the countries 
which had been recovered.

T h e French, when they abandoned Cuddalore, demoliffied the 
parapets of the bullions, took down the three gates, and made fe- 
veral breaches in the rampart, and the whole face of the town front
ing the fea never had a wall. Several informations had been lately 
received, that Mr. Lally intended to retake Cuddalore, of which 
Colonel Coote advifed the officers there, and warned them to keep 
fpecial guard. On the 10th at night, 100 Europeans, with 60 
huffiirs and three companies o f Sepoys, entered the town, furprized 
and difperfed the Sepoys, and advanced to the hofpital, where they 
took five burgeons, fix petty officers, and 58 bailors and marines be
longing to the fquadron, moflly fick, whom they carried away, and 
left none of their own men to maintain the place. The next day, 
a reinforcement of two companies of Sepoys, with 20 of the Eu
ropean horfe, and a field-piece, under the command of Lieutenant 
Fitzgerald, were bent into the town from the camp, and 60 marines 
were landed from the fquadron. A t four in the enduing morn
ing, whilfl it was yet dark, a flronger party than the night before 
entered the town again, and took the field-piece ; but, finding more 
refiftance than they expedted, retreated over the rivers, towards Fort 
St. David, of which the fortifications had been fo completely de
molifhed, that a fingle redoubt was not left to give poll to a 
company of infantry. Lieutenant Fitzgerald, with the huffars and 
fome Sepoys, for all would not move, and none of the marines, fol
lowed, and hung in their rear, until they had recroffed the Panar
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1760. beyond Fort St. David; where the enemy abandoned the field- 
piece they had taken. It was faid, that the commander was killed, 
three other officers wounded, and 32 of the common foldiers 
killed and wounded. O f the Englifh troops a Jemidar with 20 Se
poys were wounded, and a Subadhar was killed. From this ear- 
neflnefs, other attempts were expected, and diligence was ufed to 
render the place more defen fible, and the Sepoys were augmented to 
700. On the 20th, information was received, that the enemy in
tended another attack, with a much greater force than the laft : on 
which, Colonel Coote detached an officer, with 30 Europeans, and 
300 black horfe, to interrupt their parties, or fuccour the place. 
The officer went with the Europeans into the town, and flationed 
the horfe at a diflance w ithout; between one and two in the morn
ing, the expected attack was made by 700 Europeans, 400 Sepoys, 
150 o f the French horfe,which were half this body; and they had four 
field-pieces. They divided into five different aflaults ; all entered the 
town, but were flopped at the traverfes which had been thrown up 
in the flreets leading to the hofpital, which refilled the dired fire 
o f their field-pieces, and commanded their muiketry. They how
ever perfifted, until two of their officers were killed, and 60 private 
men killed and wounded. The Englifh officer followed them, with 
the black horfe and fome Sepoys, to the Panar: but their cavalry 
and field-pieces keeping in order in the rear, deterred any effectual at
tempt to interrupt their retreat.

On the 23d, the Salifhury joined the fquadron from Bombay, and 
brought from thence to the affiflance o f the army three companies 
of the royal artillery, which the King had fent for the defence of 
that ifland, and the government there, very judicioufly, to the coafl, 
where they were more immediately wanted. T h ey were 178 men, 
exclufive o f officers, all found, and joined the army a few days 
after from Cuddalore, where they landed. After the retreat of 
the French troops to the bound-hedge, the two camps were at 
too great a diflance to afford fuch continual occafions o f fkirmiffi 
as before. ,
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The fuccefles of the Engliffi army, had not a little conduced to 1760. 
encreafe the diffentions which had long rent the government of 
Pondicherry, where calamity, in head of reconciling, only exafperated 
the anim.ofi.ties of thofe who were (haring the fame diftrefles. The- 
lofs o f Permacoil was imputed to the retreat of the army, which was 
on march to relieve i t ; but they were only faulty in not having ad
vanced with more expedition; and in either cafe Mr. Lally, not 
being prefent, was exempt from blame : which neverthelefs was 
urged, becaufe the officer who commanded in his abfence was o f  
his own regiment, and fuppofed to be much in his favour. The 
fall of Alamparvah was afcribed to the lofs of Permacoil, and Valdore 
to malignant treachery, that Pondicherry might be deprived of the 
laft poft which remained to protect any convoys which might at
tempt to get into the town. Mr. Lally was informed of what every 
one thought and faid concerning him felf; and retaliated with far- 
cafms on their forenefs for the lofs of their own peculations out of the 
diftridts which he had been obliged to abandon. In this date of vi
rulence were minds, when the fquadron with Mr. Corniffi was- 
working up the coaft tp Karical. There were in the town ©f Pon
dicherry, 600 Europeans, invalids, fit only for garrifon duty : and 
the inhabitants were 500 more Europeans. Thefe, added to the 
regular troops, would contribute to make a formidable difplay, which 
Mr. Lally intended to exhibit on the dr and to the view of the 
fquadron, as they were parting through the road *. orders were given 
in confequence. The covenanted fervants of the French company 
were to be a part o f the parade ; but a little before, at the hour ap
pointed, they came into the court of the government-houfe, and 
fent up word to Mr. Lally, that they would not march unlefs led 
by the Governor and Council, whom Mr. Lally had exempted from 
this duty. Mr. Deleyrit, the governor, immediately offered to put 
him felf at their head; but the counfellors coming in, faid, that none 
o f  the Company’s fervants were-obliged to bear arms out of the walls 
o f  the town. On this declaration, Mr.. Lally arrefted the two* 
fpokefmen of the Council, and two of the forwarded of the repug-- 
Hants, difarmed.and difmiffed the. reft, and went on with, the review

without:



T he W a r  o f  C o r o m a n d e l  Book X IL  

176.0V without them. The offence and punifhment left no bounds to the- 
mutual averfion between him and the company’s fervants. W hilft 
the Englifh army were attacking Vaidore, two fhips arrived from 
theiflands; they brought neither troops nor money, but unfavou
rable advices, which were with much caution fuppreffed, and pub
lished as good news with falute o f cannon, fireworks, and rejoicings, 
“  That Mr. D ’Ache’s fquadron, reinforced from France to z$ fail 
“  of the line, might be foon expefled on the coafi, with a large body 
“  of land forces on board.” After the fall o f Valdore, a few en~ 
clofures under the guns at Villanore and Ariancopang, with the 

ground within the bound-hedge, and the town of Pondicherry it- 
felf, contained all the live provifions, on which the colony was to 
rely for their future fallenance, and all further means were precluded 
of bringing in grain or other articles of ftore from the country 
w ithout; for although Gingee and Thiagar remained in the hands 

of the French, their fituation was diftant, and their garrifons not 
Strong enough to furnifh fufficient efcorts, and no parties equal to the 
fame purpofe could be detached from the main body, without incurring 
the rifque o f interception.. When the farm o f the d id ria s  adja
cent to Pondicherry was taken from the European renters, and 
let to the Malabar, after the defeat at Vandivafh, there was a fuf- 
ficient quantity of grain on the ground in reach o f Pondicherry, to 
have ilocKed the place, as fome fay, for years ; but money was then 
more fcarce than viduals, and the new farmer was permitted to fell 
his grain, that he might be enabled to pay his rent in coin into the 
treafury, inftead o f delivering grain, as acquittal,' into the maga
zines. As foon as Permacoil and Alamparvah fell, and the Englifh 
army advanced between Gingee and Pondicherry, Mr. L ally  law this 
CLiui, and that it was not retrievable, but by means which he had hi
therto, with too much prefumption, defpifed.

Hyder A lly, the general of the Myforeans, had at this time ac- 
quired the whole power o f the government; He had lately taken 
the King out of the hands of his uncle, the Dalaway, whom we 
nave feen commanding the Myfore troops before Tritchino-
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poly. The Dalaway had agreed to retire to the fort of My- 1760. 
fore with a jaghire allowed for his maintenance and fecurity, and — *
Hyder A lly  was left without controul; for the King was young, weak, 
and timid. N otvunmindful, however, of a reverie of fortune, Hy- 
der A lly  call about to get fome place o f refuge immediately for his 
treafures, and contingently for his own perfon ; and judicioully pre
ferred Thiagar in the Carnatic, as well for the difficulty o f accefs 
to it from Mvfore, as the inexpugnable nature of its fortifications.
A  Portuguefe monk, named Norognha, who affumed, and perhaps 
had obtained, the title of Bilhop of Haiicarnaflus, had, by refidence 
tinder the pretext o f religious million, acquired much knowledge of 
the adjacent countries, as well as of the Carnatic itfelf, and Mr.
L ally, immediately on his arrival at Pondicherry, gave him his con
fidence, and employed him in all his tranfa&ions with the chiefs of 
the country. The bilhop performed his commiffiqns with zeal; for 
he was greedy of money, and it is a common cullom in India to 
give fome to the negotiator of a treaty. It was he who bargained 
for the Morattoes who joined the French army at A rcot; after 
which he continued in Velore, watching other opportunities, and 
either fuggehed to Hyder Ally, or dilcovered his inclinations to 
obtain Thiagar. Mr. Lally feeing no other means of procuring 
relief to the neceffities which began to threaten Pondicherry, 
rep reded the contempt with which he had hitherto regarded 
the military faculties of the princes in India, and lent two of his 
-officers to conclude- the treaty with Hyder Ally. It was agreed,
4 4 that Hyder Ihould immediately fend a body of 2000 horfe, and 

• 44 3000. Sepoys, with artillery, who, on their arrival at Thiagar,, 
were to be put in poffeliion of that fort, and of Elvanafore, with 

44 the dependencies of both, which were to remain the property of 
44 the Myforeans in perpetuity as long as the flag of France exilled in 
44 India. This army was to be paid at the rate of 100,000 rupees a 
44 month, from the day of their arrival at Thiagar. Ten eighteen 
44 pounders were to be given as a prefent to Hyder, exclufive of the 

artillery in the two forts, which, as well as all the military fores,
*4 was to  .be delivered with them. His .troops were to be furniffied

“ with



176©. 44 With, ammunition, whilft ferving for the French ; who, after the
'— v— * « Carnatic fhould be cleared, were to afiiFc him in conquering the 
Ma7’ 44 fouthern countries of Madura and Tinivelly. Befides the number 

“  already ftipulated, Hyder A lly  engaged to fuppiy 1000 horfe and 
“  2000 Sepoys more : in confideration o f which, half the countries 
“  which fhould be recovered in the Carnatic, were to be affigned to 
44 his government, excepting the French company’s domains of 
“  Villenore, Valdore, Bahoor, and Alamparvah : the territory o f 
« Vellore, as belonging to Mortizally, their ally, and the difirridis de- 

pendant on Trinomalee, having been granted in appanage to Rajah- 
44 faheb, the fon of Chundafaheb, were likewife exempted; and 
44 whatfoever portion of the Carnatic fhould fall to the Mylbreans, 
44 was to be delivered back to the French, in proportion to the pro- 
44 grefs of the acquilitions in the fouthern countries.”

The negotiation was con dueled with fo much fecrecy, that no 
furmifes of it were obtained by the Englifh until the 24th of May, 
juft as their late fucceffes feemed to have left nothing on the land, 
which could interrupt the profecution o f their intention to 
blockade Pondicherry; for which, preparations were making at 
Madrafs, when Colonel Coote received intelligence of this un- 
expedted alliance by a letter from one of his correfpondents in 
Pondicherry, fignifying, that Mr. Hally was preparing a con- 
fiderab-le detachment, to march and join Hyder A lly  at Thiagar. 
Hyder it was known was not there, nor was there any probability, 
that his other interefts would permit him to leave Seringapatam : 
nor were any difpofitions obferved in the enemy’s encampment, 
which fignified fuch a detachment as was faid to be going. On the 
30th, Colonel Coote went out to reconnoitre them himfelf, ac
companied as ufual by the black horfe and Sepoys. The enemy can
nonaded hotly, and killed fome o f the horfemen ; but Affafbeg, with 
two or three Iquadrons, broke in upon their Sepoys, and killed 14 
o f them. Nothing appeared for feveral days after to confirm the 
intelligence; and Colonel Coote began to regard it as a rumour 
thrown out by Mr. Lally himfelf, to conceal fome other defign, 
when, on the 7th of June, he received a confirmation of it from

Kill-



Kiftnarow, who had been ordered to look out, and had advanced 1760. 
with his party to Volcondah. '- p — J'

T h e fir ft divifion of the Myfore troops, confiding of 1000 horfe, 
and 2000 Sepoys, arrived at Thiagar on the 4th of June, and the 
next day fome of their parties, roaming to coiled cattle, fkirmifhed 
with Kiftnarow’s near the pettah of Volcondah. The reft o f the*di- 
vifion ftill remaining at Thiagar were 30 miles nearer Pondicherry; 
and Kiftnarow believing the exaggerated accounts of their numbers, 
and being in want o f ammunition, hurried back to proteft the dif- 
tnfts ot \  eidachelum, which had been eutruftcd, not without pro
fit, to his care ; from hence he fent his report and his fears to Co
lonel Coote, with earned: requeft of reinforcements; and then, he 
faid, he would march, and beat the Myforeans.

A  month before the rumours of thefe troops, the forces which 
the Myfore government maintained in Dindigul had commenced 
hoftilities againft the adjacent polygars depending on Tritchi- 
nopoly; and it was reported that they intended to get pofleffion 
o f the pafs o f Nattam, which would preclude the immediate com
munication between Tritchinopoly and Madura. But as the My
foreans in thefe quarters had feveral times before attacked the pof- 
feffions of the Nabob, their prefent hoftilities had not led to any 
fu-fpicions of the greater effort which Hyder A lly was preparing 
againft the Carnatic ; nor were they deemed of danger to require im
mediate refiftance from this province: but Mahomed Iffbof fent a 
detachment from Tinivelly to Madura, from whence they were to take 
the field and enter the diftrifts of Dindigul; and the troops main
tained by the Nabob for the protection of the diftrifts of Tritchi
nopoly, affembled at the pafs of Nattam, under the command of 
Huffain Cawn, who had ferved with the French at Terriore and 
Seringham until they retreated out of thefe countries, when fie 
offered his fervice to the Nabob, and was accepted.

T he heats of the feafon, fince the land-winds had fet in in April, 
had this year been much more intenfe than ufual; and had ftruck 
ficknefs through the camp. Sixty Europeans had died, and 300 
were in the hofpital, and to preferve the reft from the fun, the day- 
duty o f the line was done by the Sepoys. From the fame attention 

V ol. II. 4 N  fifty



i „ 6o< fifty of the late deferters had been incorporated, and called the Free 
Company, under the command of two French officers, brothers, 

June« o f the name of Martin : like the French volunteers, they were 
intended for the fervices of moft fatigue and danger, and were 
now employed, for the firft time. They marched on the ioth, 
accompanied by 25 Coffrees, two companies of Sepoys, 1000 black 
horfe, and an iron gun with five European gunners, to join Kift- 
11 a row at Villaporum ; as it was fuppofed the Myforeans would 
attempt to pafs either by this place, 01 Trivadi,

Although no regular detachments had marched from Pondi
cherry, fmall parties to the amount of 200 Europeans had palled 
at different times undifcovered to Gingee, and from thence 
proceeded to Thiagar, before the firft divifion of Myforeans 
arrived there; but remained in order to accompany the main 
body to Pondicherry. Preparing for this important convoy and 
reinforcement, the garrifons both of Thiagar and Gingee had 
collected all the cattle, which the inhabitants had not driven out 
o f their reach: but the Myfcre horfe in three days fwept a
much greater number; but refufed to proceed with them, until 
fully apprized what interruption they were likely to meet in the 
way ; and the French officers were afraid to tell them that they only 
ran the rifque of more by this delay.

The Martins arrived at Villaporum on the n t h ,  and heard no
thing o f Kiftnarovy; and the commandant of Gingee, thinking he 
could cope with their detachment, marched from his forts with 100 
Europeans, fome Sepoys and black horfe- The Martins, as well as 
the deferters they commanded, behaved with much fpirit in their 
new caufe, and repulfed their countrymen, who a£ted but faintly. 
Some of the French Sepoys were killed, and two Europeans, a To- 
paze, and a Coffree, were made prifoners.

Notwithftanding this fuccefs and repeated injunctions Kiftnarow 
ftill kept aloof; and, as it was fuppofed that the Myforeans already- 
arrived were the whole body, and would advance, accompanied 
by the Europeans from Thiagar, to which force that with the 

, Martins although ftrong, would in no wife have been equal, another
detach-



detachment ftill ftronger was Tent from the camp: both when 1760. 
joined -would amount to 190 European infantry, 30 European horfe, '
25 CofFrees, 600 Sepoys, and 1600 black horfe; and were to be 
commanded by major More, the fame who marched in January to 
Tripetty, and had lately been promoted from the rank o f captain.

More Myforeans arriving, they called in their parties, ai\d 
being joined by 40 or 50 of the French troops from Thiagar, 
appeared before Tricalore on the 1 o th ; but, the Frenchmen 
having brought only two or three fmall field-pieces, and the 
fort being of done, the Sepoys within, who were three good com
panies left there by Captain Airey, refufed, to furrender; and 
by the fire o f their mufketry from the walls obliged the enemy to 
retire; who then went againft Tritchimungalum, a fort five miles to 
the eaft, where the garrifbn, which was likewife of Sepoys, took 
fright, and evacuated it on their approach. From this place all 
the Myfore cavalry, now 1500, fet off for Pondicherry, driving a 
multitude of cattle, but unaccompanied by any troops on foot, even 
their own, that, i f  interrupted, the horfe might be free to force their 
way, or retire. The rule o f  thefe countries had fo often been fhifted 
to and fro by the fortune of war, and they had differed fo much, 
as well from the ravages of hcftility, as the concuffions of unfettled 
government, that they regarded both the Englifh and French at 
lead as tyrants, when not enemies; and, at this time, the renters 
and heads of villages, not knowing how foon they might have new' 
maders, gave no abidance to Major More’s detachment, who, dif- 
treded for provifions, and milled by falfe intelligence, advanced from 
Villaporum towards Tricalore, where they expected fupplies, and 
hoped to intercept the Myforeans in their rout; who had palled be
fore to the fouth, by Trivanelore, and arrived at Trivadi on the 
23d, where they halted the day. Mr. Lally, apprized of their 
approach, had moved his whole army from the bound hedge 
to his former encampment at Perimbe, in full fight o f Valdore, 
and then detached 50 of his European cavalry to join the 
Myforeans on the road. Colonel Coote received quick intel
ligence o f their arival at Trivadi, with an account of their runn-
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1760. bers, and immediately fent out all the cavalry remaining in the
w -v— 1 c a m p , which were 10 0 0  black, and 80 European horfe: they were
June* jea by Vaflerot, but whilft proceeding ftreight towards Trivadi, the 

Myforeans filed off from thence along the Panar, until they reached 
the bounds o f Fort St. David, and then crofling the plain, and keep
ing about a mile from the lea, came in towards the evening at 
Ariancopang, three miles 111 the rear o f the French camp at Penmbe. 
They fet out from Trivadi, with 200.0 head o f cattle, which re
tarding their march, they left in different herds in various places, 
intending to return and bring them in by detachments; fo that only 
500 bullocks arrived with them at the French camp.

T he day after, Mr. Lally, in order to make proof of their fervice, 
advanced with them all, and the French European horfe, towards 
the grand guard of the Englilh cavalry, which was polled a mile and 
a half in front of the camp. A ll, when at a proper diftance, fet 
off on the gallop, and furrounded the guard on every fide. Colonel 
Coote immediately pulhed to relieve them with the main body of 
the cavalry, from the camp ; but before they came up, as thefe kind 
of onfets are generally decided in a very few minutes, the whole 
guard was difperfed, and hurrying back to take Ihelter with the 
main body. T h e  Myforeans carried off 30 horfes belonging to the 
black cavalry, and feven to the huflars.

Enfign Turner, who commanded at Cuddalore, receiving intel
ligence of the cattle which had been left on the way, went, 
out with the Sepoys of his garrifon, and in two or three days col
lected and drove in 9 0 0  o f them ; and none o f the reft got into 
Pondicherry.

The detachment o f Myforeans efcorted the officers appointed by 
Hyder A lly  to fettle the treaty and the plan o f operations with the 
French government. A  little before their arrival a report had been 
fpread, that orders were on the way recalling Mr., L ally  to France ; 
which the Myforeans hearing, infilled that Mr. Deleyrit, and all the 
members, o f the Council, Ihould fign the treaty : had they re- 
fufed, no further alfiftance was to be expected; they therefore figned 
it, but at the fame time compofed a protefl, which they kept en-
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tirely fecret amongft themfelves, objecting more efpecially to the 
monthly fum which the Myforeans were to receive as pay, to dif— 117 °̂*̂  
charge which no money exiffed ; and that the territories ceded to them June, 

were of much more value than the indefinite fervices they were likely 
to perform. Neverthelefs this clandeftine difapprobation was unwor
thy their office, being calculated to exempt themfelves from blame, and 
to exaggerate it on Mr. Lally, i f  affairs fhould better with the affiff- 
ance of the Myforeans ; at the fame time the apparent fandion evinced 
that the council faw no immediate means fo likely to flop the progrefs 
o f the Englifh Precedes, which had taken every thing abroad but 
Thiagar and Gingee, and were at this inffant menacing the capital, 
Pondicherry : fo that had the council meant fincerely, they only pro- 
mifed the half of what they had loft, or never poflefled, to obtain the 
only chance of gaining the other half, perhaps of preferving what 
remained. The treaty was figned on the 27th, and on the 28th at. 
night all the Myforeans went away, promifmg to return very foon 
with their whole force, and abundance of provifions. The next day 
the French army retreated from Perimbe to the bound-hedge.

In this interval, the fquadron had been joined by two fhips of the 
line from England, the Norfolk of 74, and the Panther of 64 guns, 
which anchored at Cuddalore on the 1 5th ; and a few days after one. 
o f the Company’s fhips arrived from Tellicherry on the Malabar, 
coaft, with a detachment o f too Europeans, and 122 Topaffes, 
fent from that fettlement by order from Bombay. This, with the 
detachment of artillery which arrived a little before, would have been 
a great reinforcement at any time, but was.at this jundure more 
efpecially feafonable ; and thefe exertions did honour to the councils 
o f that Prefidency, which had hitherto been very cautious of part
ing with any part of its force.

On the 30th, the day after the French army returned ta their bounds,
Celonel Coote detached the remainder of the huflars, who were 20,
500 black horfe,_5o European infantry, and four companies of Sepoys, 
to Major Moore, that he might be flrong enough to encounter the 
whole body of the Myforeans in their approach to Pondicherry..
This officer had been joined at Tricalore on the 24th, by Kiflna-
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1760. row, with 500 iiorie, and as many Sepoys. T h ey proceeded againft 
— ' Trichimungalum, which iurre'ndered after a fhort refiftance on the

26th. The garrifon were a ferjeant, another European, and 180 
Sepoys, with a much greater ftore of ammunition than their num
ber required. They had collected 900 head o f cattle in the fort, 
and a large quantity of grain in the town. Major Moore was 
again milled by his intelligence, and the party o f  Myforeans return
ing from Pondicherry to Thiagar palled again out o f his reach.

Mr. Lally determined to rifqite nothing before the main body 
of the Myforeans arrived; and his troops were too ftrongiy pofted 

sin. front of, and within, the bound-hedge, to be attacked by a force, 
which exceeded them fo little as the Englifh army, fmce the 
detachments it had lately fent abroad. So that both armies con

curring in the fame -caution, in expectation of the fame event, 
nothing o f any moment palled between them for twenty days. Co
lonel Coote, in this interval, went to Madrafs. He left the camp 
on the 6th of July, and returned on the 14th. The next day he 
received intelligence from Major Moore, that the Myforeans were 
fet out from Thiagar, with a very large convoy o f  provifions. This 
intelligence was confirmed the next day, with their route; and at 
three the next morning, which was the 17th, the van diviiion o f 
the army under Colonel Monfon moved, and took pofleffioh of 
Perimbe, which is the ground under the point o f the red-hill direcliy 
oppolite to Villenore. The reft of the army came up before day
light ; a party was immediately detached to take polleffion of the 
pettah o f Villenore, and make preparations for batteries; another 
deftroyed a redoubt on the hill over Perimbe, which the enemy had 
lately ere&ed, in the fpot where they before had raffed the barracks for 
their cavalry, which Colonel Coote had burnt on his firft excurfion 
to reconnoitre this ground from Permacoil. The diftance acrofs, from 
the Red-hill, to the fort of Villenore and the river of Ariancopang, 
is little more than a mile, and the army poflefted the whole {pace 
in pofts and enclofures, which could not be attacked in front to
wards Pondicherry without great difadvantage ; and nothing was 
apprehended in the rear, although the Myforeans were coming; for 
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they, it was not doubted, would, as before, endeavour to join tne 1 7^°^ 

French army, by avoiding the Englifh. j uiy.
On this day, the 17th, the troops with Major Moore, and the 

whole body o f the Myforeans, advancing by different routs, arrived 
nearly at the fame hour, in fight of Trivadi. W ith Moore weie 
180 European infantry, 30 Coffrees, and 50 huffars, and together 
with Kiflnarow’s the black horfe were 1600, and the Sepoys n o o .-  
The Myforeans were 4000 horfe well mounted, 1000 Sepoys, and 
200 Europeans, or Topafl.es of the French army, of whom a 
part managed eight pieces of cannon. A t this time, when the 
Englifh troops had been fo long accuftomed to luccefs, it was fup- 
pofed, that the force with Major Moore, notwithftanding the ine
quality of numbers, might have flood at leaft an obftinate brunt;., 
but it happened other w ife; for by fome mifchance or mifconduct 
o f  which no certain account has ever been given, they were totally 
routed. The black horfe and Sepoys, who it is faid firft gave way, 
difperfed on every fide; five and twenty of the huflars were cut to 
pieces, and moft o f the reft were wounded ; they were the only 
part which behaved with firmnefs, fighting after they were deferred 
by the European infantry, who retreated in great hurry and dif- 
order to the fort of Trivadi, which they gained with the lofs of 

15 killed and 40 wounded..
The news of this misfortune reached Colonel Coote the next day, 

and encreafed his anxiety to get pofleffion of Villenore ; for it 
yvas not doubted that Mr. Lally, as foon as joined by the Myfo
reans,, would make every effort to fave this place.

The left of the Englifh encampment was at the foot of the hill 
o f  Perimbe, and it extended 1500 yards to the right, acrols the 
plain towards Villenore. Through the center of the camp paffed a 
road (railed as all the others on the plain above the common level: 
o f  the ground, and) with a row of trees on each fide. This avenue 
comes almoft in a ftreight line from a redoubt in the bound-hedge, 
called the Villenore; but receives its name from the village of 
Ouglaree, through which it pafleth about half-way between the
bound-hedge .and the hill of Perimbe. At a thcnfand yards in front
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1-60. of the Englifli encampment, and 2000 from the bound-hedge, 
'~ T ~ a n o t h e r  avenue called the Villenore, flukes off from the avenue

Û!y* of Oulgaree, 011 the left as you come from the bound-hedge, 
on the right, if  looking from the camp. a he Villenoie, aitei 
continuing 400 yards at a rignt angie from the Oulgaree, turns 
nearly at another right angle, and leads {freight weft, and parallel 
to the other avenue; but ceaies midway in the plain between Pe- 
rimbe, and the fort of Villenore, which Colonel Coote was pre
paring to attack, and which muft always be diftinguiflied, in con- 
lidering our narrative, from the redoubt of the fame name in the 
bound-hedge : the Villenore avenue, towards its termination, covered 
the right flank of the Englifli camp. From a redoubt in the bound- 
hedge, at 1000 yards to the right of the avenue of Oulgaree, com
menced! another avenue, called as well as the redoubt itfelf the 
Valdore : this avenue continues only 1000 yards {freight to the weft, 
when, flopped by the oppofition o f the Red-hill, it inclines 111 
another {freight line to the left, until it has verged within 300 yards 
of the avenue of Oulgaree, which it then joins in another {freight 
line, and at a right angle on the right, exaftly facing the jun&ion 
o f ,the Villenore avenue on the other fide the road, fo that both to
gether inter-fefted the avenue of Oulgaree at right angles in the fame 
point. It was along the Valdore avenue, that Colonel Coote, with 
his cavalry, followed the French troops, when they retreated before 
him on the 7th of March, the firft time he went to reconnoitre the 
ground about Pondicherry. Exactly oppofite to the fecond angle 
o f the Valdore avenue, as you come from the bound-hedge, and 
the firft .if you are going to it from the avenue of Oulgaree, ftands 
a hillock, the higheft, and the only confpicuous one on the plain, 
detached from the R e d -h illfr o m  the outward ridge of which this 
hillock is about 300 yards diftant: thus fituated, it -commanded 
in flank the third or laft, and in flant the middle or fecond turn
ing o f the Valdore avenue. Colonel Coote, having confidered 
all the ground we have defcribed, fortified the hillock with a 
clofed redoubt o f three guns, threw up a retrenchment of three 
guns acrofs the avenue o f Oulgaree, 150* yards in front of the
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fpot where it is joined by the two others, and raifed another 1760. 
acrols the Villenore avenue. Both retrenchments, and the re- *— y ~ ‘ 
doubt on the hillock, lay nearly in the fame line in front of the 
camp, which the hill o f Perimbe defended on the le f t ; on the 
right, the plain on the other fide of the Villenore avenue was open 
and pafl'able to cannon and cavalry, even to the rear of the camp.
But this approach would now be protedled by the troops Rationed 
in the villages under Villenore, and employed in the attack of this 
fort. A ll the three works were finifhed between the night of the 
1 7th and the morning of the 1 pth. This difpofition was devifed 
with much fcience ; for every thing was obviated which might 
produce a general difafier, i f  the troops Ihould be compelled to quit 
the attack of Villenore, of which the fuccefs was fcarcely probable, 
i f  the enemy, as might be expected, rifqued boldly for its fafety.

A  thirteen-inch mortar, fent from Madrafs, and landed at Cudda- 
lore, arrived in campon the 19th, and was immediately planted to 
bombard the fo rt; but the ihells fent with it were too fimall, and 
would not take any certain range, and heavy rains prevented any 
work at the batteries during the night.

The next morning the French army, not yet joined by the whole 
body of Myforeans, appeared advancing along the river of Arian- 
copang, as if  they intended to attack the detachmments flattened 
to guard the batteries ; on which Colonel Coote marched from 
the right o f the camp with the two battalions of the Company’s 
troops, and half the horfe and Sepoys to meet the enemy, who 
halted, and began to cannonade; during which Draper’s and 
Coote’s regiments with the reft of the black troops, by previous 
difpofition, marched from the left of the camp along the foot of the 
Red Hill, as if  they intended to ftorm the redoubts of the bound- 
hedge, and get into the rear of the enemy’s army. Mr. Lally be
lieved this feigned intention to be real, and immediately retreated 
to his former ftations; a few of the Englifh cavalry and Sepoys 
were wounded. In the evening the Myforeans arrived from TrivadI 
with 3000 bullocks, carrying their baggage, and drawing their ar
tillery, and 3000 more laden with rice, and other provifions 5 the 
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1760* French detachments from Thiagar and Gingee accompanied them : 
— ' they came in unmolefted, as before, by Ariancopang, and their

J'Û ‘ arrival was complimented with a long falute of cannon. In the
evening the guards before Villenote were reinforced, and double 
diligence employed through the night at the batteries.

The fort of Viilenore was a circle 50 yards in diameter within the 
w all; it was furrounded by a ditch, a covered way, and a glacis 
cut in angles, as a ftar. The rampart was a confiruclioa o f  mafbnry, 
divided into ten lodgements, or chambers, which were arched, 
the vaults bomb-proof, and the interfaces at top were filed  up 
to an equal level, which formed the terrace on which the can
non were mounted. Each of the chambers was likewife opened 
through the outfide of the wall in cafements intended for can
non, but none were mounted in them. T h e breadth of the ram
part, which was the length of the chambers, was 30 feet, and 
reduced the area within to a final! pentagon, which in no direction 
was more than 45 feet over ; fo that i f  the chambers had not been 
bomb-proof, the place could not have flood an hour againfl this kind 
of artillery. Tw o villages lay near the fort, one directly north, the 
other to the north-eaft. T hey were about 200 yards from each 
other, and both were occupied by the Englilh troops. The paffage 
through the glacis to the fort was_ freight, and nothing obftruded 
tjie view quite up to the foot of the wall but the barrier gate, and 
the draw-bridge, when up ; neither of which could refill a fh ot; 
neverthelefs, the Fiench nad neglefted to cover this opemnv by a 
traverfe, either in front or behind the paflage. The advantage was 
taken, and a battery of two eighteen-pounders was ereded between 
the two villages, to breach through the opening : another o f the 
fame force was ereded in the village to the north, to deftroy the pa
rapet, and take in reverfe the part intended to be breached.

Both batteries opened with the day on the 16th. A t nine o’clock 
the French army, with all the Myforeans, horfe and foot, ap
proached along the bank of the river of Ariancopang. Some of the 
clack hone and Sepoys, with three field-pieces, were lent from the 
Englilh camp, to flop tneir advanced parties, whiJ.fi the line got
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underarms; and as foon as they were in motion, a detachment of i~6o.
Europeans, with four field-pieces, filed off from the right to reinforce —̂ v— 1
the villages o f Villenore. By this time the batteries there had beat ûl} " 
down the parapet, and file need the enemy’s -fire from the fort, when 
two companies of Sepoys fet off on thp fu ll run, and polled them- 
fc’lves under the brick facing of the covered way, in a hollow, where 
the earth had not been filled up, as in other parts, to the creft of 
the glacis; fome, more adventurous, jumped over the wall. Still 
the garlifon had nothing to fear ; for the Sepoys had a ditch to pafs, 
and a very imperfeft breach to 'mount-; but the commanding officer 
held out a flag of truce, and opened the gate to a detachment of 
Europeans, who haflened up on the firfl fight of the flag. They 
.immediately raifed the Englifh colours on the rampart, and turned 
the guns again ft the French and Myfbrcans, who were advanced 
along the river-fide within the random reach of cannon-fhot. The 
change was received with the curfes o f every man in the French 
army. A ll the lines flopped involuntarily, and at once, ftricken by 
horror; and Mr. Lally, more confounded than any, immediately 
ordered the whole to retreat under the guns o f Arlan copang. There 
were in the fort 30 Europeans, 12 Cofflees, and eight pieces o f can
non on the ramparts, which might have held out two days longer, 
before the Englifh would have ventured to ftorm ; and ten minutes 
more in the prefent hour would have brought on a general engage
ment to decide its fate. O f all his fuccefles, Colonel Coote deemed 
this the rnoft fortunate, becaufe leaf! expected. Neverthelefs, he 
had exerted much ability to place the army in a fituation to make 
the attack in fight of the eilemy’s, and, i f  it failed, have nothing 
unequal to -apprehend.

The firfl arrival of the Myfbrcans in the province had alarmed 
the Presidency of Mad raft, as much as it furprized the army; for, 
befides the interruption they might give to the fuccefs of the war, 
the Nabob’s revenues were loft wherever their parties appeared ; and, 
as horfe, they might in the back country extend their ravages front 
Tritchinopoly to A rco t: and this detriment was the more dreaded, 
becaufe the company in England, relying oil' the treafures of Bengal,
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1760. had determined to fend no bullion to any of their fettlements in 
Y ? — J India, and the Prefidency o f Bengal had confumed all their incomes, 
J and were borrowing money. It was therefore propofed to the

Nabob, who was at Madrafs, to march with what troops had ac
companied him thither, fupported by a detachment of Europeans 
from the garrifon, in order to protect the countries between Gingee 
and Trinomaly, and all behind them to Arcot. Captain Richard 
Smith, at Tritchinopoly, as foon as he had acquired intelligence o f 
the ftrength and intentions of the Myforeans which were come into 
the Carnatic, propofed the expediency of a diverfion, by marching 
with a force from his garrifon, and attacking the dill rifts o f  M y fore, 
which confine on the weftward to thofe o f Tritchinopoly, w hilft 
the troops ordered by Mahomed Ififoof from Madura, fhould keep the 
Myforeans of Dindigul at bay. The idea was approved as the moft 
probable refource ; he was ordered to carry it into execution, and 
Tanjore and Tondiman were requefted to give him what afliftance 
he might require.

The Nabob marched from Madrafs on the 3d o f  July, and on the 
7th he arrived at Vandivalh ; after loitering there fome days, he 
fuddenly changed his mind from keeping the field againft the M y 
foreans, and went away to make his entrance into his capital o f  
A rcot; but left 700 of his horfe, and 500 of his Sepoys, with his 
brother Maphuze Khan, who on the 22d came with them to the 
army at Perimbe. The day after Colonel Coote, with all the cavalry 
o f the army, a great part of the Sepoys, feveral field-pieces,’ an 
eighteen-pounder on a field-carriage, but without any European in
fantry, advanced towards the bound-hedge. This defiance as it were 
of meeting the Myforeans with equal arms could not provoke them 
to come out and try their ftrength ; but the French infantry ad
vanced, and cannonaded from feven pieces o f cannon, which only 
wounded two European gunners.

The next morning, the 24th, on intelligence that a large body 
of the Myforeans intended to march that night to the weftward to 
efcort provifions, Major Monfon was detached, with all the black 
cavalry, fix companies of Sepoys, and two field-pieces, to take poll:
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at Valdore, near which, it was fuppofed, the Myforeans would re- 1760. 
turn ; but only a few were gone out, who halted at Rangapillah’s 
choultry on the fea fhore, fix miles to the north of the bound- 
hedge, where they were joined on the 26th by the large body from 
Pondicherry, of which intelligence had been given on the 24th.
A ll went on to Permacoil; Major Monfon followed them on the 
27th, and arrived on the 28th, when none were remaining there.
In the mean time, Lieutenant Eifer had been detached from the 
camp on the 26th, with 400 Sepoys, 30 Europeans, and a hundred 
black horfe, the beft in the army, to proceed from Rangapillah’s 
choultry along the fea-fhore, whilrt Major Monfon was endea
vouring to come up with them on the other fide; but they had ftruck 
off in feveral parties, fbme towards Gingee, others to the north
ward, fpreading to colled cattle, and deftroying whatfoever elfe be
longed to the inhabitants, who, as their ground now fupplied the 
Englifh army with provifions, were every where confidered by the 
French as enemies. One of thefe parties wrent to Allamparvah, 
where they plundered the pettah, and took a lieutenant, who was 
fick, and chancing to be taking the air, having fhot him through 
the back as he was endeavouring to efcape in his palankin ; how
ever, the cannon of the fort drove the party away, and, as they were 
returning along the fhore towards Pondicherry, they fell unawares 
acrofs Eifer’s detachment, by whom they were intirely routed, and 
30 o f their horfe furrendered to him, with which he returned to 
the camp in the evening, where major Monfon’s divifion likewife 
rejoined the fame d ay; for the whole cavalry of the camp had 
marched in thefe two divifions.

The laid day of the month brought the welcome arrival of five 
of the company’s fhips from England in the Road o f Cuddalore : 
and two days after came in another, which had feparated from them.
There were on board o f the fix, 60,0 men drafted from regiments 
in England, to replace the deficiences which, might have happened, 
in Draper’s and Coote’s.

On the 3d of Auguft, the free company of Frenchmen were fent Auguft.. 
to get in. the rear of one o f the enemy’s advanced ports, which lay
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1760. in tlie Valdore road, about half a mile from the bound-hed^e. They 
marched along the fkir'ts o f the Red-hill, and, coming by furprize, 

& ’ killed and wounded feveral, and drove the reft to the bound-hedge.
The Myforeans, according to their contradl, had delivered all the 

provmoiiE they brought into the magazines o f Pondicherry, where 
they were carefully ftored for future need. T h e purfuit of Monfon, 
and the fuccefs of Eiler, deterred them from going out again in 
large detachments, and although the Englifh army could not cover 
the ground fitliiciently to prevent fmall parties from getting back, 
with a few head of cattle or other provifions, yet all thefe flip plies 
were unequal to the daily confumption o f 10,000 mouths; for, with 
their followers, the Myfore army amounted to this multitude; and 
in a few days rice began to fell in their camp at the rate of two 
pounds for a rupee. This diftrefs, the conftant fatigue and rifque 
neccffary to redrefs it, and their convictions o f the fuperiority of the 
Englilh army, as well by the lofs o f Villenore, as the caution of the 
French to rifque an engagement fince that event, made them weary 
of their expedition and alliance ; and their Sepoys, forefeeing lels 
likelmood of retreating with fafoty than the horfo, began to defert in 
numbers every day.

_ ^-ie garrifon o f Gingee had collected. 2000 carriage bullocks, and 
rice to load on them, and, with various parties which had got out 
fiom Pondicherry, 150 Europeans of the infantry, and 100 of the 
cavalry, were waiting there to efcort this train, expefting to be 

joined by the Myfore horfe ; who were by this time determined 
to go away to Thiagar, and return no more ; on which, 50 more 
Europeans, with three companies o f Sepoys, were detached from 
Pondicherry, to reinforce the convoy. Colonel Coote took meafures 
to prevent its arrival. Some Sepoys patroled along the fea-lhore, as 
far as Rangapillah’s choultry ; from Alamparvah, Martin, with the 
free company, four of Sepoys, and three field-pieces, marched on 
the 12th, to lie between Valdore and Permacoil, and were rein
forced the next day by 30 huftars with Lieutenant Kircher. Whilft 
thefe parties were on the north and n. w . Enfign Turner marched 
,rom Cuddalore to Trivadi, with the feven companies of Sepoys
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belonging to that garrifon, in which Major Monfon remained 1760. 
with the troops juft arrived from England : fo that the outlets to 
the s. w. and s. were equally well guarded, and the main body of 
the army lying between .Villenore and the Red-hill utterly pre
cluded the pafiage to or from the weft. The convoy from Gingee 
were expected to fet out on the 12th, but did not until the evening 
o f the iq th ; intelligence of which was foon after brought to Colo
nel Coote, who went off at 11 at night, with all the black cavalry,
200 Europeans, the hundred Topaffes from Bombay, and two field- 
pieces, and proceeded towards Killenore. The fame night the 
greateft part o f the Myfore horfe, decamped from the glacis of 
Pondicherry, and marching faft fell in when it was deep dark 
with Martin and Kircher, who, charging them unexpectedly met 
no refiftance, killed 40, took 200 of their horfe, and poo bullocks 
laden with their baggage. A t day-break Colonel Coote came up 
with his party, when all the Myforeans were not yet out of 
lig h t: they were retreating in broken parties to the weft-ward.
Colonel Coote divided his force in purfuit o f them, which returned 
the fame day with many more bullocks and two European prifoners.- 
One divifion of the Myforeans efcaped both the encounter and pur
fuit. They were at fome diftance in the rear, when the front was 
flopped, on which they immediately turned back, and pafting as 
they had come at the back of the Red-hill, and by the fea fhore, re
gained the bounds of Pondicherry..

Notwithftanding this rout, it was ftill confidered as doubtful, 
whether the Myforeans might not join and return with the convoy 
waiting at Gingee: and to prevent the continual fatigue of detach
ments marching from the camp on every report, to watch and in
tercept their approach, it was determined to poll a force fufficient 
to cope with them feparate from the main body of the army, which: 
continued at Perimbe.. The detachment which had.accompanied the 
Nabob from Madrafs, when it was fuppofed. he intended to keep: 
the field towards Trinomaly, advanced, from Vandivafh ; and on the 
19th encamped at Ratlagramon, a town under the hills to the eaft 
o f Gingee, and ten miles north o f Valdore; a Ration which the:
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1760. convoy could not avoid without much circuit and trouble. The 
*“— v— 1 detachment was immediately joined by another from the camp, 
Auguiu vv]ien tpe w hole amounted to 200 European foot, 50 Coffrees, 500 

Sepoys, 50 European horfe, huffars, and 500 black horfe ; they 
were commanded by Captain Prefton.

The 500 Myforeans which had returned to Pondicherry were afraid 
to venture out again in a body, but in every o f  the fucceeding nights 
lent off fmall parties, which palled undifcovered. To flop thofe 
which remained, two companies of Sepoys, with 100 o f the black 
horfe, were detached with Enfign Meredith, and took poff at Ran- 
gapillah’s choultry. Another detachment o f Sepoys marched the 
fame day from the camp in quell of a party of Europeans which 
had marched the night before from Pondicherry for Gingee, but 
only brought back four, whom they had picked up lagging on the 
road with fatigue. Early the next morning, a llrong detachment 
from the bounds attacked the poll at Rangapillah’s choultry, and 
obliged the party there to retreat. On the fir ft notice, two compa
nies o f Sepoys, and all the grand guard o f cavalry, marched to fuf- 
tain them, and the enemy retired on their appearance.

In two or three nights more, all the Myforeans who had returned 
to Pondicherry were gone, and all their parties had efcaped without 
interruption. News was received at this time that their main body, 
which had ahembled at Thiagar, were marched from thence 
to attack Trinom aly; it was therefore concluded, that they would 
make no farther efforts of confequence to fuecour Pondicherry with 
provifions ; and in this perfuafion, the Prefidency refumed the in
tention o f blockading Pondicherry by fea and land; and the Go
vernor Mr. Pigot came from Madrafs to confer with Admiral Stevens 
and Colonel Coote on the means.

T he ground between Villenore and Perimbe was the bell on which 
the Englifh army could continue, w hilll the Myforeans remained 
with the French ; for it prefented a narrow front, was o f hazardous 
approach, afforded feveral llrong polls, and was centrically lituated 
for the expedition o f detachments to interrupt any which might be 
lent from, or coming to the enemy’s camp. But this lituation did 
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not fully anfwer the purpofe of a blockade, which was to reduce 1760. 
the town by famine; for, being five miles diftant, the army was 
not Sufficient to form a chain of polls in a curve of 15 miles from * 
the fea-lhore on the north to the fea-lhore on the fouth of the 
town, clofe, or in all parts ftrong enough, to intercept every 
thing. T he bound-hedge of Pondicherry Sweeps from the north 
to the s. E. of the town, where it ceales on the bank of the river 
o f Ariancopang, which, in two arms, with an ifLand between them, 
fupplies the reft of the barrier to the fouth of the town. The 
area included by the hedge with the, arms of the river, corn- 
prizes nearly feven fquare miles. This ground afforded paffure for 
a number o f cattle, which, if  unmolefted, might, whilft the 
Englifh army remained at their prefent distance, fupply the troops 
and inhabitants with provisions for feveral months ; and the daily 
confumption might be replaced by fmall convoys from without; fo 
that the enemy couid not be Severely. diftreSled, until pent within 
the bound-hedge, When its redoubts and other Stations in poffeSlion 
o f the EngiiSh, would buffer nothing to remain abroad beyond the 
foot o f the glacis, and even there not in quiet. Thefe polls would 
likcwifc obftrud the introduction of fupplies in the whole extent o f - 
the hedge, and the prefent Slock would remain the principal reliance, 
until the French army Should be fufficiently reinforced to recover 
them ; but now that the Myforeans were gone, no probability re
mained of any troops coming to the fuccour of the town, excepting 
from the fea. Nevertheless the English force was not yet fufficiently 
Superior, even if  in pofleffion o f the hound-hedge, to open trenches 
againff the tow n; and if  it had, the preparation, embarkation, 
and tranfport of the artillery and Scores, which were all to come 
from Madrafs, could not be accomplished before the Setting-in 
o f the monfoon, which at farthell might be expected in the middle 
o f  October, i f  the French fleet appeared before this time, the ilfue 
o f  the fight at fea would deterrhine the future fuccefs of the fies'e; 
i f  not, their delay muff arife from the want of force to cope with 
Mr. Stevens’s fquadron ; and in this cafe, it was fcarcely to be doubted 
that Single Ships, or more, would at any rifque venture with relief 
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1760. in the height o f the hormy weather, in expectation that the Englifh 
*"a7 ^  fquadron would have left the coah to avoid it, as they had done 
' ‘ '® * during every monfoon for the lah five years. Thus it became ne-

ceh'ary to get poheffion o f the bound-hedge and its redoubts with
out delay ; and then that the fquadron fhould continue in fight of 
Pondicherry through the monfoon, in order to intercept whatfoever 
flips might be coming either with troops or provifions : but, pre
vious to the attack of the hedge, Colonel Coote thought it neceffary 
to reduce the fort of Ariancopang, which handing on the fouth fide 
o f  the river, almoh oppofite, although at fome diha nee from the 
termination of the hedge on the other bank, commanded all the 
ground between, as well as in front down to the brand of the fea; 
fo that from the garrifon o f the town on the one hand, and the 
fort on the other, this quarter of the circumvallation, fuppofmg 
the hedge to be taken, could not be completed without more force 
than the army could fpare from other parts ; and even then the pohs 
ehablifhed on this fide would be continually expofed to dangerous 
attacks; in the mean time, this extent o f ground would remain 
open for the introduction o f  convoys-; which, detachments from 

.the fort o f Ariancopang, i f  taken, might eafily intercept. T h e 
force of the Englifh army before the town, excluhve of garrifons 
and detachments, was 2000 Europeans, and 6000 natives, either 
liorfe or Sepoys. I f  Ariancopang were attacked by a detachment, 
the number requifite, of 800 Europeans, would leave the main 
body fcarcely a match for the whole of the enemy’s force, if  col
lected to attack them, who doubtlefs would make the effort. I f  

Ariancopang were invehed by the whole army, they muh move from 
the advantageous ground between Villenore and Perimbe, which 
would leave all to the north of Pondicherry open, and admit the 
French army then to detach a force, which, joined with the party 
already at Gingee, would be able to drive Prehon from Rattlagram- 
mon, and bring in, i f  not the whole, at leah a confiderable part 
of the convoy colle&ed there. Thefe grounds and circumhances Mr. 
Pigot reprefented in a memorial to Admiral Stevens, and, in con- 
fequence of them, requehed that he would land all the marines of

the



the fquadron, to enable the army to attack Ariancopang, and take 1760. 
pofleffion o f the bound-hedge ; and that he would determine to re- '̂'1;™,'*' 
main on the coaft with the whole fquadron, through the monfoon.
M r. Stevens was very loth to deprive his ffiips of their marines dur
ing the expectation o f an engagement with the enemy’s fquadron, 
but at length acquiefced to the neceffity and importance o f the fer- 
vice they might render on fhore; and promifed without hefitation 
that his fquadron fhould not quit the coaft until compelled by irre- 
fiftible neceffity. Accordingly, the marines were landed at Cudda- 
lore on the 27th ; they were, including officers, 422 Europeans.

The Myforeans, as foon as they arrived before Trinomaly, made 
an attack on the pettah, in which they were repulfed with the lofs 
of fifty or fixty men : but continued to inveft the place. Captain.
Prefton, on intelligence of their intention, fent off on the 22d two 
companies of Sepoys from Ratlagrammon, who, by bye ways in the 
mountain, got into the fort on the 26th ; and the day after, the 
enemy in greater force than before made another affault, in which 
they were again beaten oft, with the lofs of fixty men, and an o f
ficer of diftinclion ; the garrifon fallied as they retreated, and obliged 
them to abandon two field-pieces, which they had brought up and 
ufed in the attack. The whole raifed the fiege immediately, and re
turned to Thiagar.

T w o hundred Europeans, with fome Sepoys, and two guns, 
marching round the Red-hill in the night of the 23d, efcaped the 
interruption o f the Englilh guards, and .arrived the next day at 
Cing ee ; from whence they fet out again in different parties, efcort- 
ing 2000 bullocks loaded with provifions; of which fome were dif- 
perfed by Prefton, as they were coming out of the h ills; and 300 
were taken, when advanced within a few miles o f the Englifh camp, 
by a detachment of Sepoys and black horfe, fent out to look for 
th em ; and none got into Pondicherry: but as all that had been 
attacked had been met in the night, the efcorts regained Gingee with 
very little lofs. Three or four thoufand more bullocks were ready to 
be fubftituted as the convoys fent might fail, and it was now deter
mined to fend the whole o f this colledion together, under the
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1760. ftrongeft efcort that could be rifqued abroad : -accordingly Mr. L ally
'— v— ' detached 100 of the French cavalry and feveral more companies o f

Sepoys from Pondicherry, to join the troops already at Gingee ; 
fo that one third of his whole force was now employed in this 
fervice; and he had' by much follicitation, and by inducements 
of which we are ignorant, prevailed on the Mylbreans to fend back 
800 of their horfe to Gingee, who were likewife to accompany the 
convoy j and this body of horfe arrived there at the fame time as 
the laft detachment from Pondicherry. Intelligence was received 
on the 27th, that the convoy with the whole efcort intended to 
fet out from Gingee in the enfuing n igh t; on which, difpofitions 
were made to oppofe their paft'age.

T he whole of the Red-hill is interfered by winding dales, in 
which troops may march unperceived until met within them, or dif- 
covered from the riling grounds above : in the middle of the gene
ral plot o f the Red-hill, Hands one eminence higher than any of 
the others, and called from the trees it bears, the Tamarind grove : 
this hillock has-dales on each fide o f it, which join with others, 
leading from the plain of the country on the outfide o f the Red-hill 
to the N. w .  at the fartheft diftance from the Englifh camp, from 
the left of which fhouldered under the extremity of the Red-hill at 
Perimbe, the Tamarind grove was two miles to the n . e . and it was. 
three to the n . w . of Pondicherry. This fituation being central for 
the interruption o f troops marching through the dales of the Red-hill, 
either to or from Pondicherry, Colonel Coote, who, hy his continual 
excurfions, knew all the ground in the adjacencies o f his camp, or
dered a redoubt to be raifed there, which was finifhed in the day. Left 
the convoy fhould attempt to make their way to the fouth of the 
river of Ariancopang, the whole body o f marines, which were ftill 
remaining at Cuddalore, were ordered to march fome miles from 
thence along the river Paliar, and to advance fix companies of Se
poys beyond them towards T rivad i; whilft fcouts from the camp 
patroled between the two rivers : and, to watch the convoy if  com
ing by the direct road from the weft, feveral companies of Sepoys 
from Valdore proceeded along it towards Gingee. The convoy fet 
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out from hence on the 29th, the day appointed ; but Captain Preffon 1760. 
having two days before taken a mud fort, called Penamalee, fituated 
at the opening of the hills, polled a Prong guard there, which the “ ‘ 
enemy miftaking for the whole o f his force, retired again, and after
wards hearing of the difpolitions made from the Englifh camp, re- 
folved to proceed as before in feparate troops.

On the 2d of September arrived at Cuddalore three of the King’s 
fhips, convoying feveral of the Company’s from England. O f the 
men of war two were the America, and Medway, each of 60 guns, 
which compleated the fquadron before Pondicherry to 17 fail of 
the line. In the Company’s fhips were part of a Highland regiment, 
fupplied by the government, in addition to the troops it had already 
fent to India. Thefe mighty aids witneffed in this quarter of the 
globe, as equal efforts, wherefoever neceffary, in every other, the 
fuperior energy of that: mind, who poflefling equally the confidence 
o f his fovereign and the nation, conducted the arduous and exten- 

. five war in which they were engaged againff their great and only 
rival.

The fame evening Colonel Coote ordered 400 men to march and 
inveft the fort of Ariancopang ; but Colonel Monfon, the next in com
mand, did not approve the operation, although it had been pleaded to 
Admiral Stevens, as the principal inducement to-land the marines of 
the fquadron : and Colonel Coote, not to difgufl pertinacity, when 
concurrence was fo neceflary, countermanded the detachment.

Mr. Laily received information, that the detachment had been 
paraded, and fufpedted the fervice for which it had been intended.
Such a proof of the opinion which the Englifh army entertained of 
their own fuperiority, convinced him that it would foon be followed. 
by fome real blow of equal detriment, i f  they were not immediate
ly  convinced, that his own was capable of more than a cling on the 
dgfenfive. He refolved to attack their camp by furprize on the 
night o f  the 4th, and his difpofitions were made with much fkillf 
and fiigacity.

In the three fhips at anchor before the town, were 150 European*, 
mariners; they were all landed, andLafcars fent on board. Thefe
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i j6o. Europeans, with fome Sepoys, were allotted to guard the redoubts 
jn t}ie bound-hedge, that all the'regular European military might 

aepicuiLcr. ^ rve -n tjie intended attacks, excepting the artillery men, who

were diftributed on the ramparts of the town, and in the out-pofts 
which mounted cannon. By the detachments lately fent abroad, 
the whole force that could march on the prefent fervice were 1400 
European infantry, -too European horfe, and 900 Sepoys. The 
battalion o f India and the volunteers of Bourbon, amounting to 
yoo rank and file, had for fome days been encamped under the fort 
o f Ariancopnng; the Portugueze company, which was likewife 
called the company of Jefus, and had a Jefuit at their head, with 
fome Sepoys, were quartered in the Company’s gardens, fituated 
within the bound-hedge in the road towards the Valdore redoubt; 
the regiments of Lorrain and Lally, 500 men, the marines of the 
fquadron, 200, and 500 Sepoys, were in the town ; the horfe were 
diftributed in different patroles. The gates o f the town were fhut 
early, and opened again at ten at n ig h t; and although Colonel 
Coote entertained fpies and correfpondents in the town, not one o f  
them acquired the leaft furmife of Mr. L aily ’s intentions, or fuft 
pefled any unufual operation.

T h e marines and Sepoys marched out of the town in two parties, 
told off in equal numbers of each. T h ey proceeded to the V al
dore redoubt, and in the way the Portugueze company, with the 
Sepoys at the garden, fell into the rear and formed the third fub- 
divifion o f this line. Continuing in the avenues from the Valdore 
redoubt, the fir ft party foon turned to the right, to gain the 

Red-hill, and proceed in it to the attack of the Tamarind redoubt; 
in which, if  they fucceeded, they were to march acrofs to the 
left and join the fecond; which followed them, and quitting 
the avenue likewife, were to advance along the foot o f the out
ward ridge of the Red-hill, until they had gained the flank of the 
Englifh redoubt on the hillock in the plain, which they were then 
to bear down upon, and attack. The Portugueze and Sepoys, which 
were the third fub-divifion, were to proceed quite through the three 
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lines o f the Valdore avenue, difperfing what patroles and out-guards 1760, 
might be in the way, and to take port at the jun&ion of this avenue ,
with that o f Oulgarry, where they were to wait the orders of p sai **
the officer who commanded the attack, which was to be made by 
the regiments of Lorrain and Lally.. Thefe troops, in two di- 
vifions, marched from the town, and through the bound-hedge, 
along the avenue of Oulgarry, until they came to the head o f this 
village, where a deep water-courfe eroded the avenue, and had a bridge 
over it, which was defended by a retrenchment-with guns. Here 
Lorrain halted,- whilft Lally’s regiment, quitting the avenue by the 
left, marched outwards in the fields to fall on the right flank of the.
Englifh redoubt in this avenue; to which Lorrain was to advance 
freight along the avenue, and attack at the fame time. When car
ried, the Portugueze company, with the Sepoys, which were the 
third fub-divifion o f the attack to the right, were to join, and,, 
with Lorrain’s and Lally’s, proceed acrofs on the left to attack the 
retrenchment in the Villenore avenue which flood in the fame paral
lel as that in the avenue o f Oulgarry; but the Villenore retrench
ment had on its left a large garden, called from its owner, Barthel- 
mi’s ; in which were likewife polled a firong guard with fome field- 
pieces.- W hen this garden and retrenchment were carried, all the; 
troops of this-attack were to regulate themfelves by the fuccefs o f 
another attack on their left, which was to be made by the India 
Battalion and the volunteers of Bourbon. They were to. march 
from the fort of Ariancopang, acrofs the river, to the villages un- *
der the fort o f Villenore; but were to leave two field-pieces on the 
plain in their way from the river, in order , to fecure their retreat.
As foon as the firing became general, at the retrenchment in the 
Oulgarry road, the redoubt on the hillock, and the tamarind 
redoubt, thefe troops were to advance from the village in which they 
were halting, and proceed along a fhort road which would bring 
them to the termination of the Villenore avenue, and exadtly in the 
rear o f the right flank of the Englifh encampment; on which 
they wrere to fall with the utmoft vigour, in full confidence, that 
the other attacks would have thrown the whole camp into diforder,
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1760. by the uncertainty and diftra&ion of what and where fuccoyrs were 
c'“7Tv~~> to be fent. Mr. Lally, with a guard of horfe, remained at the bridge

of Oulgarry. Calculation had been mane, when all the troops ’ 
would arrive within equal reach o f their refpeftive attacks, where 
they were to wait in fiience for the fignal o f two fky-rockets, which 
were to be thrown up at Oulgarry, when ail were to advance to the 
attacks allotted them.

The fky-rockets were fhot off a little before midnight, and foon 
after the firing commenced nearly at the fame time, at the tama
rind redoubt, the hillock, and at the retrenchment in the avenue o f  
Oulgarry. The attack at the tamarind redoubt was repulfed ; but 
the redoubt on the hillock was carried 5 the lieutenant of the artil
lery and three gunners were made prifoners there, and the reft o f  
the guard driven out, nor did they rally'; which gave the enemy 
time to carry off a brafs three-pounder, deftroy the carriage of ano
ther gun, fpike up a third, and burn down the battery. A t the re
trenchment in the Oulgarry road, the attack and defence were 
more fierce. Colonel Coote himfelf brought down trooos to that 
in the Villenore avenue and Birth elmi’s garden, and, in dead o f  
waiting to be attacked, advanced acrofs to fuftain the other redoubt; 
againft which Lorrain and T ally ’ s perfifted until eight fergeants, be- 
fides common men, of L ally ’s, were killed ; when the officers, hear
ing no ftgns o f the main attack on the right and rear of the Englifh 
camp, drew off. This divifion, by fome unaccountable error, inftead of 
advancing to the villages under the fort of Villenore, halted in ano
ther a mile to the fouth o f it, not fir from the river, and in a line 
with the village o f Oulgarry. At this erroneous diftance, they 
had not time, after the fky-rockets were fired, to reach the ground 

of their attack, before the three others were either repulfed or ceafed. 
T h ey were led by D ’Harambure, who had always behaved hitherto 
with gallantry, and efpecially during the march of Mr. L aw ’s re
inforcement to Hyderabad in 1756; but Mr. Lally, with the 

ufual feverity of his prejudices, imputed-the failure to a defign, as 
the commander of the Company’s troops, o f fruftrating the iionour 
which would have redounded on himfelf, had the hardy effort

he
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effort he was making fucceeded to his expectation. About twenty 1760. 
Sepoys were killed and wounded of the Englifh troops, but fewer 
Europeans. O f the enemy, 30 Europeans were fuppofed to be 
killed, and mod: o f them either in Lorrain or Lally’s ; four were 
made prifoners, with Mr. D ’Autueil, the fame officer we have feen 
opening the inteftine war o f the Carnatic at the battle of Amboor, - 
in which the Nabob’s father fell, and who afterwards furrendered 
.to Clive at Volcondah,

The fhips laft arrived from England brought commiffions from 
the war-office appointing the majors Brereton and Monfon to the 
rank of lieutenant colonels, writh prior date to Colonel. Coote; but 
both were ordered not to aflert their commiffions whilft he remained 
on the coaft. Colonel Coote neverthelefs concluded that it was in
tended he Ihould remove as foon. as might be to his original and 
eftablifhed command in Bengal, nor did Monfon propofe to continue 
ferving under him, but offered to retire to Madrafs ; but Coote im
mediately delivered over to him the command of the army, and went 
thither himfelf, and requested to proceed with his whole regiment to 
Bengal. The Prefidency remonffxated againf: the detriment, and 
Monfon declared that the blockade o f Pondicherry muf: be raifed i f  
thefe troops were taken away; on which Coote confented to leave 
them.

E nd  o f  the T w e l f t h  B o o k ,.
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B O O K  XIII.

C O L O N E L  Monfon being now mailer of his own views, car- iy6o.
ried into execution an operation which he had propofed in the v— v— ‘ 

council of war a few days before, when Colonel Coote explained his SePtemi:,er* 
intention of attacking the fort of Ariancopang.

The bound-hedge of Pondicherry, befides its natural defence of 
trees and thorns, is {Lengthened by four redoubts ; one on the north,, 
oppofite to the north-weft angle of the town, another nearly weft 
o f this angle, a third nearly weft of the louth-weft angle, and the 
fourth Hands directly fouth-weft o f the fame point. All took their 
names from their fituations; the north was called the Madrafs re
doubt, the next the Valdore, the third the Villenore, and that to 
the fouth-weft the Ariancopang redoubt. From the Villenore re
doubt led the road and avenue, which palled through the center of 
the Englilh camp at Perimbe, and about a mile from the hedge this 
avenue leads through the village of Oulgarry, in which were feve- 
ral country-houfes belonging to the French inhabitants of Pondi
cherry, and a church belonging to the Jefuits. The regiment of 
Lorrain and Lally, which at this time did not alienable both to
gether more than 400 men, were remaining in this village lince the 
late attack on the camp. The marines, 300 men, were within the 
hedge, to defend the redoubt o f Valdore with the part of the hedge 
on each hand. The battalion of India, conftfting of 500 men, were 
ftationed at the Villenore and at the Ariancopang redoubts, and be
tween them. The north-fide of the hedge, with the Madrafs re--
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1760. doubt,'as being at the fartheft diftance from the Englifh camp, was 

g~P?rober' trL1:̂ e  ̂ to f^e Sepoys. The horfe, {kill only too riders, were dif- 
perfed in different polls round the limits. T he reft of the army, 
which, exclufive of the garrifon o f Gingee and its out-pofts, confifted 
o f 500 European foot, 150 European horfe, and 500 Sepoys, were 
abroad, moft o f them waiting to efcort the provilions collected at 
Gingee.

A t midnight the whole of the Englifh army were under arms .; 
a proportional number from each of the different bodies were left 
to defend the camp ; and the main body appointed to march was 
divided into two brigades, o f which the principal officers had the 
day before reconnoitred the ground o f their refpedive attacks as 
near as the enemy’s out-pofts would admit. The regiments of 
Draper and Coote, comprizing both together 1000 men, 200 of the 
marines, the 150 highlanders, with 500 Sepoys, and four field- 
pieces, marched off their ground from the left o f the camp at 
three in the morning, and entered into the Red-hill, in which they 
were to take a large circuit round the tamarind-grove, and, coming 
out where neareft, were to attack the Valdore redoubt, and the weft 
fide o f the hedge adjoining. This brigade was formed into two 
divifions ; the grenadiers of the two regiments led the firft, under 
the command of major Robert Gordon ; major W illiam Gordon 
commanded the rear divifion, and colonel Monfon the whole of this 
attack. T h e other brigade was compofed o f the Coromandel battalion 
Soo, the two French companies 120, the Bombay detachment o f 350 
Europeans and Topafles, 600 Sepoys, and four field-pieces. T h ey were 
to march from the right, and attack the enemy’s, troops ported in Oul- 

- garry, and, after routing them, to proceed and feize the Villenore 
redoubt. Jofeph Smith, who fince the departure o f Calliaud to Bengal 
was the firft officer on the coaft o f the Company’s troops, and a 
>ew days before had been appointed by the Prefidency of Madrafs 
i 0 the rank of major, commanded this brigade. T h e cavalry, black 
as well as white, were intended to appear before the Ariancopang 
1 edoubt during the two other attacks, in order to prevent the. troops 
there from fending detachments to fupport them.

Major



Major Smith’s brigade, having much lefs ground to go than 1760. 
Monfon’s, did not move until four in the morning. The enemy’s ;“i.
entrenchment in front of the village o f Oulgarry lay acrofs the ave
nue, and they had an advanced poll in a garden beyond, but a little 
to the right of the entrenchment. Smith, to avoid the immediate 
difcovery o f his brigade, as well as the direct fire o f the entrenchment 
along the avenue of Oulgarry, marched down the Villenore, 
as far as Barthelme’s garden, which lies on the left as you come 
down ; the line then turned and palled through the garden, which 
brought them half the diftance between the two avenues, when 
the brigade ftruck down through the intervals of fome inclo- 
fures, which led to the left of the village of Oulgarry, from whence 
they might likewife take the entrenchment in reverfe; but the two 
French companies were fentoffimmediately from the garden tocrofs the 
avenue of Oulgarry, and attack the enemy’s advanced poll; on the 
other fide o f this avenue; but were not to begin|their attack, before 
the firing commenced upon Oulgarry, which foon happened ; for 
fome black fellows belonging to the French troops, who were afleep 
in the facets o f  a ruined hamlet which food oppofite to the angle 
of the entrenchment, awakened at the wheels o f the field-pieces 
which moved in front of the brigade, and fled with the alarm to 
the troops in Oulgarry, who immediately began to fire from the 
entrenchment, with fix field-pieces in barbette, and with fome aim, 
as the day had begun to dawn. The Englifli field-pieces, which 
were of the fame number and calibre, drew out of the village to 
anfwer them, and were fupported by a part of the line; whilft 
the reft pafled on to gain the flank o f the village of Oul
garry : when oppofite to it, divifions were detached to attack the en- 
clofures, which the enemy had lined with troops. In the mean time, 
the two French companies, led by captain Myers, formed the advanced 
poft on the other fide of the road, and feized four pieces of cannon 
which were there, on which the party ftationed with them retreated 
in much hurry to the main body at Oulgarry, who, difpirited by 
their rout, flackened infenfibly the defence of the endofur.es, and

ceafed



1760. ceafed firing the field-pieces in the intrenchment ac.rofs the avenue. 
Major Smith perceived this wavering, fignified it to his troops ; and 

'' e‘3' 1 put himfelf at the head of the grenadiers. Wherever he commanded, 
affe&ion to the man confpired with duty to the officer. The grena
diers ruffied on without firing, forced their way over the enclofures, 
and fell among!! the enemy, dealing their arms with irrefiftible im- 
petuofity, increafed by the difadvantages they had furmounted : all 
the reft entered at other parts, driving the enemy before them acrofs 
the road ; but thofe at the intrenchment had time to fpike up the can
non, and then followed the reft, who were running towards a rifing 
ground on the other fide of the road, but farther back towards the 
bound-hedge. The main body of the brigade took poffefiion of Oui- 
garrv, and were foon after joined by the divifion with captain Myers, 
which had killed fome, and brought prifoners. During this, a body of 
Europeans were defcried advancing directly towards Oulgarry, in the 
plain between this and theValdore avenue : their diftindtions could not 
be perceived, and the fudden halt of the run-a-ways on the rifing 
ground rendered their appearance very iidpicious. Meflengers after 
meffengers wex-e lent to difcover whether they were friends or foes, 
but none returned before Major William Gordon himfelf came, and 
gave an account that the rear divifion of Colonel Monfon’ s brigade, ‘ 
which he commanded, had feparated from the van amongft the 
fand hills in the dark ; and had continued wandering about until 
they heard the fii'e of the attack at Oulgarry, to which he had 
hafiened to give affiftance ; but it was now too late ; otherwife his 
error might have been retrieved by the important fiervice o f intei*- 
cepting the regiments of Lorrain and Lally in the confufion o f their 
bight out of Oulgarry, who, in this cafe, would in all probability 
have been defrroyed to a man : during his report, ftrong firing 
was heard at the Valdore redoubt.

It was fome time before the van of Colonel Monfon’s brigade 
dilcoyered the reparation o f the rear, which by turning wrong had 
got into windings leading towards the plain ; and Colonel Monfon, 
apprehenfive that the rejunfKon could not be made before the dawn 
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of day, which was the time deftined for the attack of the Valdore iy(,o.

redoubt, judicloufly determined to rifque it with the van divifion of s.ptemier.
his brigade alone. They defiled outr of the fand hill exactly right,
whilft it was Bill dark, at an opening directly on a line with the
weftern fide of the bound-hedge and the redoubt, up to which, the
road, when near, leads in a lane between two enctofnres towards
the flank of the redoubt. Tw o field-pieces were in the front of
the line, followed by the grenadiers o f the two regiments of Draper
and Coote, after whom came the reft of the Europeans, and then
the Sepoys o f the divifion. Colonel Monfon knewt he ground, and
intended that the line, inftead of advancing through the lane

between the enclofures, fhould pafs through the enclofure on the
right, which being a coco-nut garden, was furrounded by a ditch
and hedge of little interruption ; and the ground within was not
only firm, but free from underwood, and the trees themfelves have
no branches. When paft the garden, they were to proceed ftraight
on to the Valdore avenue, which was not far diftant, and, having
eroded it, were to file down on the other fide, to gain the left flank
o f the Valdore redoubt; where, i f  not difeovered, they' could not
be expected, and the bound-hedge hereabouts was not fo ftrong as
on the other fide. The redoubt had a dry ditch, with palifadoes at
the bottom, and fix embrafures, of which the parapet was fraized.
The grenadiers were to rufh on, and efcalade the redoubt without 
firing, whilft the reft of the line were, part to fupport them, and 
part to fpread along the bound -hedge, and to force their way through 
wherever they could find openings, or at leaf! to continue the fire 
until they had driven away the enemy, who were expected to line 
and defend the other fide ; the two field-pieces were like wife to aftift 
in this fervice after the grenadiers had pafted them to the efcalade.
T h e day had begun to dawn, when the head of the line arrived at 
the two enclofures, and Major Robert Gordon, who, excepting Mon- 
fon, only knew the courfe of march, and was to lead the grenadiers 
to the aflault, was not prefent : and the grenadiers, wanting orders, 
naturally entered the lane which lay before them. Officers were

fent



1760. fen t back to Colonel Monfon, to know what next they were to do. -
September Monfon, exafperated at this fecond miftake in the conduct o f his

brigade, ran forward to rectify it i f  poflible, or to put himfelf at the 
head o f the grenadiers, and lead the aflault. Juft as he reached 
them, the enemy difeovered the line which had got to the end of 
the lane, within a hundred yards of the redoubt, which in this flank 
had a twenty-four pounder, double loaded with langrain. They 
fired it, and its execution was terrible, killing eleven men, a nd ' 
wounding 26; amongfl: them Colonel Monfon fell, ftruck with a 
piece o f iron, which broke both the bones of his leg. The grenadiers,, 
inftead of being difmayed, or now hefitating for want o f order, o f 
their own motion, rufhed to the efcalade ; and the officers, of their 
own judgement, got the line as fail a§ they could out of the en- - 
clofed way, and led them to the hedge, when the attack and de
fence foon became general and extendve ; but the aflault of the 
grenadiers flopped the firing of the cannon from the redoubt, which 
otherwife would have continued to enfilade the troops attacking the 
hedge. The grenadiers, although feve rely galled by mufketry from 
above and in flank, perfifled after feveral repulfes, and at length 
forced their way through the embrafures of the redoubt, when the 
troops within quitted it, and ran out of the gorge; on which all 
defending the hedge abandoned their pofts likewife, and the whole 
hurried in diforder to gain the glacis of the town.

The regiments of Lorrain and Lally continued fome minutes on 
the rifing ground, in as much uncertainty as Major Smith’s brigade, 
who the troops of Major William Gordon’s divifion might be ; but 
remained firm until 'they heard the firing at the Valdore redoubt, 
when comprehending the whole difpofition of the attack, they 
marched oft in hafte, regained the avenue, and retreated to the re
doubt o f Villenore. Major Smith immediately followed them with 
his brigade, prefting fo clofe on their rear, that they pafled through 
the winding o f the hedge, without flopping to defend or reinforce 
the redouot; this trepidation caught the guard, who, after dif- 
chatging the guns of their loads upon the brigade as it was advanc

ing



ing to the poll, retired with the regiments to the glacis of the 1760. 

town. Major Smith immediately took pofleffion of the redoubts, Se'~teBibe- 
and was foon after joined by the Highlanders commanded by Major 
Scot, who belonging to Monfon’s attack had forced their way 
through the hedge between the Valdore and the Villenore redoubts.
T h e battalion of India hill continued at or about the Ariancopang 
redoubt, having entertained no notion of retreating ; but were de
terred from making any motion to fupport the other polls, in ex
pectation of being attacked themfelves: this however did not happen; 
for the cavalry of the army under the command of Vafferot, who 
were intended to make a feint attack upon this quarter, when the 
other two fhould commence, did not appear upon their ground until 
all was finifhed. There was a fmall opening in the hedge about a 
quarter of a mile from the Villenore redoubt, where a retrench
ment had been thrown up, and the battalion of India kept a guard, 
who abandoned it on the appearance of a party which Major Smith 
detached along the infide of the hedge to attack them in the rear.
The total lofs fu drained in the two attacks, were 115 Europeans 
killed and wounded, which fell nearly equal in both brigades, but 
in Monfon’s heavieft amongft the grenadiers, of whom, befides rank 
and file, a lieutenant and an enfign were killed. The Sepoys fuffered 
much lefs, having been very little expofed. The French lofs was 
not known ; but they fuffered mofl at the attacks of Oulgarry, where 
fome were likewife made prifonersa

The Bombay detachment o f 350 men were ilationed to guard 
the three polls in the hedge, and the body of the army afiembled 
and encamped in the paddy-fields to the left of Oulgarry. The 
fituation was ill chofen, being commanded by higher grounds, 
and liable to be fwamped on the firfl rain ; but the talents of Major 
Robert Gordon were inadequate to the general command, which 
devolved on him by the incapacity to which Colonel Monfon was 
reduced by his wound. Major Jofeph Smith advifed that the 
whole of the Company’s battalion, 1000 men, fhould remain in 
the village of Oulgarry to cover the three polls in the hedge ; 
and that their gorges, which were open, fhould be retrenched,
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1-60. without delay, and fufficient day remained to accomplilh the 
y -4— 7 work ; but Robert Gordon, from the falfe fhame of ignorance, would 
September. ^  pee tp,e neCeftity : and in the enfuing night, the enemy made a 

vigorous attack on all the three pofts, which they would have car- 
ried, had not the guards defended them, as dearly purchafed, with 
the utmoft refolution, until reinforced by the picquets from the camp, 
when the enemy retreated. Seventeen or eighteen Europeans of the 
Bombay detachment were killed in this defence ; the enemy’s lofs 
was not known, but could not be lefs. Had they attacked with 
their whole force,' the redoubt would have been retaken, for the 
guards, inferior in number, had no advantage of defences on the 
fide towards the town, and the main body o f the army, exhaufted 
with fatigue, and dead with fleep, were at too great a diftance to 
have come up in time to lhare the conteft.

Tw o days, after, the battalion of India retreated from their hat ions 
at the hedge near the Ariancopang redoubt; but the ufual guard 
continued in the redoubt, and the ufual garrifon in the fort of A ri
ancopang on the other fide of the river. But the enemy receiving 
intelligence that preparations were making in the camp to attack the 
fort, the garrifon evacuated it on the 13th at noon, and as they 
were going off fprung a mine, which blew up the baftion to the 
caff with part of the rampart, and. laid the body of the. place open.. 
They retreated to the glacis of the town, where the main body of 
the army lay encamped, and had been reinforced by the arrival of 
feveral fmall efforts with proviftons, which the removal of the 
Englilh army from Perimbe had encouraged to venture round the 
Red H i l l ; the guard {till continued at the redoubt of Ariancopang. .

The troops which Mahomed Iffoof appointed to attack the diftri&s 
of Dindigul from Madura, were 300 horfe, 1500:, Sepoys, and 3000 
Peons; but as moil, o f them had firft to march from Tinnivelly, 
it was the, middle of July before they commenced hoftilities, when 
palling by Shclavanden, they reduced feveral fmall pofts, command
ing defiles,-but weakly garrifoned, until they arrived at a more con- 
liderable fort, called Battal Gunta, 12 miles to the s. e . of Dindigul, 
•whicfomade more refiftance; and the troops o f Madura having only
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fmall guns, with much difficulty made a kind o f breach, which 1760. 
they ftormed, and carried on the fir ft day of Augnft ; and irame- oitober. 
diately began to repair and add better works, but had not compleated 
them before the troops of Dindigul were reinforced from My fore, 
arid taking the field encamped within fignt of - Battal (junta, m 
which the troops of Mhdura had kept a garrifon, but the mam bod  ̂

lay without the walls.
The equipment and departure o f the troops which accompanied 

the Nabob into the Carnatic, and the fubfequent abidances fent to 
Karical, had left the government and garrifon o f Tritchinopoly fo 
bare o f men, money, and ftores, that Captain R. Smith could not 
undertake the expedition he had propofed againft the Myloreans, 
until all thefe wants were fupplied, which depended intirely on his 
own refources, for although the Prefidency and Colonel Coote ap
proved and recommended to him the mold adive exertions againft 
the Myfore territory, he received no affiftance either o f money from 
the one nor of troops from the other ; fo that the preparations ne- 
ceftary for the expedition prevented him from taking the field until 
the 6th o f  Auguft. His force was 50 Europeans, with two guns, 
and four cohorns, 700 Sepoys from the garrifon of Tritchinopoly ;
600 horfe, and 1000 peons armed with match-locks, moftly fent by 
Tondiman, a few belonging to the Nabob, the reft to Tanjore ; and 
3000 colleries from the neighbouring Polygars, who were content 
to ferve on very flight ftipend, in expectation of ample plunder in the 
fertile diftrids they were going to invade. This army proceeded along 
the fouthern bank o f the Caveri, and on the 13th came before Pudi- 
cotah, a mud fort, fituated on the bank o f this river, about 40 miles 
to the weft of Tritchinopoly, which, with other diftrids, the Nabob 
had ceded to the Myforeans, when his allies, in the War of 1753’

On their arrival, a report prevailed, that a large body of troops 
were marching from Seringapatam to Caroor. The garrifon at 
Pudicotah, converting this news into hourly expedation of relief, 
flood on the defenfive, and having three guns, obliged Captain 
Smith to raife a battery, which, having nothing but field-pieces 
to mount, would not have ioon produced much effed but, by
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1760. the time the battery opened, the garrifon had lavhhed away all 
v— ' their powder, and capitulated. The lofs fuftamed in the attack 

0 a °ber* was only three men wounded. The next day Captain Smith, w ith 
400 of Sepoys, and two Cohorns, paffed the Caveri to reduce Iloor, 
a fort htuated on the other bank, ten miles beyond Pudicotah; 
but the garrifon evacuated it on his appearance. Fiom hence he 
marched againft Caroor, the principal object o f his expedition.

Caroor is htuated 50 miles weft of Tritchinopoly, and ftands on a 
plain five miles to the fouth of the Caveri, but near another^ river, 
which fall into the Caveri at that diftance to the north. T he river o f 
Caroor was the ancient boundary between the dominions o f Tritchi
nopoly and M yfore; and this conterminal fituation, under the Se
curity of a ftrong fort, and its rule over a rich and extenfive diftrnft, 
had formerly rendered it a place of great mercantile refort and opu
lence, and it ftill continued populous with fome wealthy inhabitants. 
The river continues at the diftance o f Boo yards oppofite to the 
fouth fide of the fort, and 1000 yards beyond, turns fhort, and ftrikes 
diredlly eaft : along this part, after the turning, and clofe to the bank, 
extends the pettah, which likewife has the other covrfe o f the river 
on the fouth fide ; but not fo near; the extent of the pettah along 
the river, from fouth to north, is 1000 yards, and recedes from it 
about 500, fo that the efplanade between the pettah and the fort is 
500 yards acrofs. This ground is interfefted by two water-courfes 
derived from the river to the fouth, one of which paffes clofe to the 
weft fide of the pettah, and turns along the north-fide until it rejoins 
the river to the eaft, and thus ferves as a ditch on the w . and n ; the 
other water-courfe lies midway between the fort and the pettah, and 
ftretches to the north much farther out into the plain. T h e whole 
of the pettah is inclofed by a mud wall with towers, but of little 

defence.
The fort is built o f ftone, and is nearly a fquare of 600 yards. It 

has fquare towers in the curtain, and baftions at the four angles, 
behind each o f which ftands a cavalier, or round tower of folid ma- 
fonry, which rifes ten feet higher than the baftion. The whole fort 
is furrounded by a dry ditch, of which the counterfcarp is faced 
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with flone; and on the other fide is lined by the foot of the main 1760. 
wall of the curtain, without berm or fauffebraye ; excepting along q  ̂ — '
that part o f the rampart, which extends from the left of the great 
gateway in the middle of the eaflern fide to the baflion in the n . e .  

angle, and round, it half-way along the northern wall ; in which 
extent a flip of dry ground, 20 yards broad on the eaflern fide, 
and 40 on the northern, is left as a place of arms, and fkirted with 
a parapet wall, with loop-holes for mufketry; and round this wall 
the ditch, leaving the body o f the fort, continues. There was no 
glacis, but a clear efplanade o f 400 yards round. The garrifon 
confined o f 800 horfe, 1000 Sepoys, 1000 matchlock-men, and 
a great multitude of colleries which had been drawn from the 
hills towards Dindigul. Moft of thefe troops were affembled in 
the pettah, and manned the walls on the appearance of Captain 
Smith’s detachment, which came in fight on the 17th, in the morn
ing, approaching from the eaftward : the river, although it had no 
where more than three, feet water, was three hundred yards in 

breadth.
The neceffity of.preferring the communication with Tritchinopoly 

required that the army fhould command the river during the at
tack of the f o r t w h i c h  if advancing from a different point of fup- 
port, they might have attacked outright at once on the weftern face; 
and as the poflefiion of the pettah would belt fecure the river, Cap

tain Smith prudently made this his firfl objeft. I f  the pettah were 
attacked on the eaflern fide, the river was to be pafifed under the fire 
o f this front: i f  on the north or fouth, the attack would be ex- 
pofed to the additional fire in flant or flank from the fort; which 
outvailed. the paffage of the river, as the ground on the eaflern 
fhore was higher than the eaflern face of the pettah, which de
fended the paffage. Accordingly the attack was made on this 
fide. The field pieces were polled in the higher ground. The troops 
were formed into three divifions. The cavalry compofed the left ; 
the auxiliary foot the right; the Sepoys and Europeans the center. .
A ll entered the river in this order, fupported by a brifk fire from the 
artillery. The enemy feemed difpofed to difpute- the paffage, and

from



1760. from the rampart o f the pettah kept up a conftantbut ill-direaed fire 
- — ' agaiaft the center divifion ; but the cannon-fhot penetrating through

°aobex. ‘ °e.r parapet ^d much execution, and feeing the columns to the

right and left far advanced in the. bed o f the river, they became ap- 
prehenfive that-their retreat to the fort might be expofed to thefe 
bodies o f horfe and foot on each hand ; and abandoned the defence, 
returning to the fort before either o f the Columns had crofied the 
river; but they had killed and wounded lorne Sepoys in tire paffage.

The plunder was given up to the troops without referve; but they 
round little of any value, excepting grain, of which the whole crop 
of the country was in the town, but no merchants to buy it, nor had 
the troops means to fend it away. The ffrength of the fort, and 
the fmall number o f Europeans with Captain Smith, on whom, 
neverthelefs, the fuccefs o f the attack muft depend, determined 
him to proceed with all the caution necefiary to their prefervation, 
by opening trenches; and more artillery was ordered from Tritchi- 

nopoly. The convenience o f the pettah determined the point of 
attack again!! the fouth-eafl baflion, and as ufual again!! its fa- 

■ lient angle : the elplanade in this line was interrupted about half 
way between the pettah and the ditch by fome ft raw huts, to which 

, the enemy had fet fire, but left the mud-walls Handing. T h e  next 
morning, which was the 20th, a party o f Sepoys were pofted there, 
but a ftrong fally of horfe and foot obliged them to retire, and the 
enemy remained in the poll;: the field pieces advanced, and drove 

: them from it, and it was again taken pofieffion of by the Sepoys : 
in a few hours the enemy made a fecond attempt, but were beaten 

. off with lofs. T h e fituation being exactly proper for the breaching- 
battery, an entrenchment was thrown round it, and a trench o f  
communication continued to it from the pettah, to preferve the 
troops from the fire o f the fort, which was inceffant, as well from 
their cannon as fmall arms. On the 23d the artillery with much 
difpatch arrived from Tritchinopoly; they were one eighteen- 
pounder, two field twelve-pounders, one eight, and one nine-inch 
mortar, with five cohorns ; and by the next morning the breaching- 
. battery was compleated, and another in the rear to the right, to en

filade



filade the fouth curtain with ricochet. Both opened at fun-rife, 17604
the breaching with fix guns, the mortars and cohorns ; the ricochet oa'ober.
with two field-pieces; the fort returned with firmnefs, and with 
much vivacity, and the advantage o f a crofs fire from the s. w. baf- 
tion and cavalier on the left, and from the mafs o f mafonry of the 
gateway on the right. On the 26th the approaches were carried 
©n to within forty yards of the ditch, when the fire of the enemy’s 
mufquetry growing flrong and fure, Captain Smith ordered the re
mainder o f  the trenches to be conducted by double fap, which is 
with earth and gabions on each fide. The fmall number of Euro
peans in the detachment, with the inexperience of mofc of them in 

carrying on trenches, and the continual fire of the fort by night, as 
well as by day, rendered the progrefs of the double fap extreme
ly  tedious, infomuch, that feven days were employed in carrying 
it, although not more than 200 yards of work, to embrace the 
angle of the counterfcarp, and .to .firing a mine, which blew it 

into the ditch.
It was perhaps the fir ft time that the Myforeans had ever feen an 

enemy advancing under cover to the foot o f their walls, and notwith- 
Handing the novelty of the attack, they fufpedted, which was true, - 
that the fort might be entered by the fame means ", this apprehenfion, 
with the ruin that had been committed in a large tract of country 
round Caroor by the matchlock-men and horfe o f Tondiman and 
Tanfore, and the whole body o f collcries, who had every day been; 
making excurfions, prompted the governor to propofe terms for the 
collation o f hoffilities. He began by difavowing any participation 
of the King with the body of troops which had joined the French- 
in the Carnatic, and declared Hyder A lly, whom he filed a rebel, 
the author of that alliance and expedition; in confequence, he 
wanted a temporary and conditional furrender. Several meflages 
paffed, in the intervals o f which the attack and defence was re
newed ; at length the eighteen-pounder, the only piece or effectual ! 
battery, burft, and the breach was not yet practicable, wmcn in
duced Captain Smith to agree to the following conditions: “  1 hat

an English ferjeant, and fixty Sepoys, fhould immediately be j u t
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1760. “  in poffeffion of the baftion attacked, and the Englifli colours
—r— ' « hoifted in the fort. That the Englifli army Aiould remain in the 

° a°Dcr* « pettah, or any where elfe out of the fort, keeping guards at the
“  counterfcarp of the ditch, for twenty days ; during which, i f  no 
“  orders arrived fromMadrafs to deliver the fort again to the gover- 
4‘ nor, it was to be evacuated by the garrifon, who, in confideration 
“  o f  their gallant defence, were to carry away their arms and horfes; 
“  but all provifions and ftores belonging to the government of 
“  Myfbre were to be left in the fort. I f  in this interval an army ap- 
“  proached fromMyfore, the garrifon were in like manner to evacuate 
“  the fort to the Englifli troops : four hoftages were to be given by 
“  the garrifon, until the conditions were ultimately decided, and an 
“  European deferter was to be furrendered.”  This capitulation was 
flgned on the 2d of September, and the Englifli Sepoys immediately 
took poffeffion of the baftion attacked.

Captain Smith in his interview with Boniapah, the governor of 
the fort, was convinced that the king o f Myfbre had no concert in 
the affiftance which Hyder A lly  had font to the government of Pon
dicherry ; and Boniapah having no doubt from the articles o f  capi
tulation that Caroor would be reftored to the king, proferred to 
withdraw the garrifon to Namcull, a fort 20 miles to the north, and 
there wait the orders of Seringapatam, and Fort St. George ; to which 
Captain Smith confented under the reftridlion, that none of the 
garrifon fliould aft againft the Englifli until the fate of Caroor was 
determined at Fort St. George. Accordingly all the Myfore troops 
evacuated the place the fame day. The acquifition was valuable and 
important; for, befldes that its revenues amounted to 44,0001. a 
year, it highly aggravated the refentment o f the miniftry o f M y
fore againft Hyder A lly, as the author of the lofs.

Hoftilities had continued in this interval between the Myforeans of 
Dindigul, and the troops o f Madura. The Myforeans continued the 
attack o f Battle Guntafor fix days, and having driven away the troons 
which fupported it without, carried the fort itfolf by affault; but 
the defence had been maintained with refolution ; for in the courfo 
o f it 30 Sepoys and 20 horfomen had been killed and wounded; and
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of the Peons 50 wounded, and 40, with an officer of note, killed. The 1760. 
Madura troops retired to a fort three miles diftant, called Gadamcotah, 
one of thole which they had taken from the Myforeans, and were there 
joined by a reinforcement from Macrura, whicn had marcned to relieve 
Battle Gunta, but came too late ; this addition rendered the whole 
body equal to the Myforeans, again ft whom they marched, beat up 
their camp, took their artillery, recovered poffeffion of Battle Gunta, 
and advanced to reduce the other pofts towards Dindigul.

The capitulation of Caroor arrived at Madrafs on the 13th of Septem
ber. On the fame day intelligence was received from Captain Prefton, 
that the body of Myforeans, which had continued with the French 
troops at Gingee, had moved from thence with all their baggage; 
and on the 1 ith  the French troops followed, both proceeding in the 
road to Thiagar. The prelidency were by this time convinced that 
the king of My fore and Hyder A lly were at utter variance; but 
confidered, that either they might reconcile their differences, or that 
Hyder, as was moft probable, would predominate ; and in either of 
thefe cafes, other fchem.es might be formed by the Myfore ftate to 
balance, as formerly, the conteft between the two European nations, 
again ft which Caroor in their own hands would be the beft indemnity.
They therefore ordered Captain Smith to keep poffeffion, ftill with 
profeffion of amity to the king, but neither to give any afiiftance, 
nor oppofe any force which the king might fend againft Hyder 
A lly, but rather to employ his detachment feparately againft the 
troops of Hyder A lly, if  the opportunity fhould occur.

Colonel Coote was not embarked for Bengal, when the news of 
the fuccefs againft the bound-hedge arrived at Madrafs, and with it 
Colonel Monfon reprefented the incapacity in which he was likely 
to remain for feveral months o f  acting in the field, and requefted 
that Colonel. Coote might refume the command of the army.
T h e Prelidency feconding the requeft, he confented, and ar
rived in the camp on the night of the 20th ; where he found 
the army in the greateft difcontent, efpecially the black troops, for 
the want of provifions, owing to the avarice of the renters appointed 
by the Nabob in the conquered countries, who, forefeeing that the 
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1760. price of grain would rife, buffered none to be brought to the camp, 
September, Sicknefis likewife prevailed, and with the wounded there were 600 

Europeans in the hofpital.
The next daj Colonel Coote caufed the gorges of the redoubts in 

the bound-hedge to be fortified, and fixed polls in proper ftations in 
the higher ground round the camp: from whence on the 23d, a 
detachment of 200 rank and file, with the company o f pioneers, 
a great number of cooleys and carpenters, marched to a hillock of 
land, which food half a mile from the fea, and at the difance o f a 
mile direflly oppofite to the Madrafs redoubt in the north fide o f 
the bound-hedge. Here they were to remain, and raife a large re
doubt on the table of the hill, capable of containing five hundred 
men. On the 27th in the forenoon, Colonel Coote advanced, 
with his ufual efcort of three companies of Sepoys, and 300 
black horfe, towards the Ariancopang redoubt, at which the 
guard took panic, and firing off the guns before the party were 
within point-blank-fhot, abandoned the poll, o f which Colonel 
Coote took pofleffion, and leaving the Sepoys in it, returned in 
the afternoon with workmen to retrench the gorge; on whole 
appearance the town cannonaded and threw {hells, but without 
effefil, and the gorge was compleated the next night. Early in the 
morning of the 29th, 400 of the enemy’s Europeans, with two 
field-pieces, marched from the glacis to recover the redoubt, and 
made various attempts, in all of which they were repulfed, until 
they perceived tw o, companies of Sepoys marching on their right 
to gain their rear, whom Colonel Coote, who was always early 
abroad, had fent from the Valdore redoubt; on which the 
enemy retreated, but as they were going off received the fire o f the 
Sepoys, who were themfelves expofed to a ftrong, but diftant fire 
from the town. The enemy had two officers and feven private killed, 
and the adjutant o f the JLorrain regiment with 18 wounded. None 
were killed in the redoubt, and only one Sepoy in the plain. 
Fifty Europeans were appointed to be the guard in future, as fuffi- 
tieni for the xudden defence, until reinforced ; and more would have 
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been unneceffarily expofed to the fire of (hot and fnells, which con- , y&0. 
tinued and reached from the town. 1— v_->

In that part of the limits, which is immediately behind the Ma- 0lA UiU'vi* 
drafs redoubt, was a regular village of feveral ftreets, called, from 
its intention, the Blancherie, in which all the cloths purchaied for 
the French company at Pondicherry were bleached, and warehoufes 
were built in the village to receive them. As thefe buildings would 
not only afford fhelter but convenience to the Englifh troops, the 
enemy refolved to deftroy them, and to ftrengthen the Madrafs re
doubt, with the ground about it. They began to demolifh on the 
30th of September, of which Colonel Coote received intelligence, and 
haw the intention. He went the next day, with his ufual efcort of °-ni0ber* 
Sepoys and black horfe, as if  he only meant to review the progrefs 
o f the redoubt he had ordered to be railed to the north of the 
hedge, in which Major Jofeph Smith commanded for the week.
After dinner, both officers mounted their horfes, and proceeded 
with the efcort along the ft rand of the fea, towards the limits 
o f Pondicherry, as if  they only meant to reconnoitre. The bound- 
kedge ceafeth at iome diftance from the water-mark, and left an 
opening on the fand, which the enemy had neglected to dole or 
obftruft. As foon as near this opening, Colonel Coote ordered the 
Sepoys to form in three parties, and the horfe to divide equally with 
them ; but the Sepoys having entertained no fufpicion that they 
were led to fuch an attack, boggled ; on which he ordered the horfe 
to cut down whoever refuted to advance, or attempted to run away ; 
and the Sepoys, afhamed o f their back war dnefs, recovered their 
fpirit. T w o o f the diviftons went off to the right, one to force 
through the bound-hedge, 500 yards beyond the Madrafs redoubt 
on its left, the other to attack the redoubt itfelf, whilft Colonel 
Coote with Jofeph Smith remained along the fea-fhore, ready to 
pufh, and gain the rear of the hedge, and all the three attacks were 
to be made at the fame time. There were fome ftnall pieces o f 
cannon in the redoubt, and feveral guards of Sepoys along the infide 
o f the hedge, all o f which kept up a conftant fire, but at too great 
a diftance, whilft the two parties fent to the right were advancing

4 S 2 to



1760. to the ground oppoiite their refpeftive attacks. AH bore down 
‘— v— > properly, as it had been concerted. Colonel Coote’s attack

October. eagjy pufhed round, and that on the right through the hedge;

and as loon as within both advanced, driving the guards before 
them, to gain the rear o f the redoubt, againft which the divifion 
which attacked it had not fucceeded, having more difficulties and 
refiftance to encounter; but as foon as the guard faw the danger 
approaching from either hand within the hedge, they abandoned the 
redoubt, and retreated haftily into the warehoufes o f  the bleaching 
town, which flood within 200 yards inclofed with a high walk Five 
Sepoys were killed, and the fame number wounded in the different 
attacks. All the three companies, with an Enfign, were left at the 
redoubt; Colonel Coote and Major Smith returned, the Major to his 
poll, the Colonel to the camp, from whence he fent off a party of pio
neers with gabions and fafcines under the command of Enfign Mac- 
mahon, to clofe and retrench the gorge of the redoubt; but they 
were firft to , proceed to Major Smith’s poft, from whence they 
were to be accompanied by a detachment o f European foldiers : but 
Macmahon, miftaking his orders, did not call for this neceffary 
reinforcement. In war more than in all the other occupations o f 
man, negledt rarely fails to bring on its own punifhment.

A t midnight, whilffi the pioneers were at work, they were lud- 
denly attacked by 400 Europeans, and 600 Sepoys, detached from 
the town. The Enfign, a Dane, who commanded the Sepoys in 
the redoubt, abandoned it on the firft onfet, in which Enfign 
Macmahon was killed;- and the pioneers, furprized and defencelels, 
efcaped as they could; what Sepoys were within the redoubt 
jumped o u t; but the greateft part, who were ftationed round, en
couraged by a Subahdar named Coven Naig, kept with him, and 
gained the plain at fome diftance without fright, where they formed, 
under his direction, and followed him to recover the poft. They 
mounted the outfide o f the rampart, gained footing on the infide, 
kept it, and continued a hot fire on the area below, efpecially 
towards the gorge. T h e enemy imputed this refolution to 
much greater numbers than they expected, and than really were at
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the poll, and in this fuppoiition retreated to the bleaching-houfe. 1760. 
Soon after came up a ftrong party of Europeans detached on the fir ft 
firing by Major Smith from his poft to the north. In the different 
actions from the firft affault, three private Europeans, befides enfign 
Macmahon, were killed, and 30 Sepoys killed and wounded. The 
enemy the next morning eredled a battery of four pieces of cannon 
at the end o f a lane, which joined the ftreet of the Blancherie, lead
ing as well as that in a ftraight line to the rear o f the redoubt, on 
which they continued firing two days without killing any of the 
guard, and then having other occupations they defifted ; fome muf- 
ketry ftill continued in the bleaching houfe, but were driven out the 
next day, and abandoned the village.

T h e acquifition of the Madrafs redoubt compleated the entire poffef- 
fion of the bound-hedge from the fea-fhore to the north, as far as 
the river of Ariancopang to the s. e . ; and turned againft the town, 
with every advantage, the line of circumvallation intended for its 
defence. But the ground to the fouth along the courfe of the river, 
from the redoubt of Ariancopang to the fea, was ftill open, and the 
river fpreading over fheets of land, which were often dry, was at all 
times, excepting in the rainy feafon, fordable; and to fecure the 
p aft age, Mr. Lally had fome months before erected a redoubt which 
he called St. Thomas in a fmall ifland of fand in the river, oppoiite 
to the center of this face of the town, and about 500 yards from the 
walls. The rains were now approaching, and the redoubt, i f  im
mediately taken pofleffion of, could not be maintained by the Enghfh 
army after the river fhould fill, and as ufual overflow the country; 
for which reafon Colonel Coote deferred the reduction of it, until 
the rains were pafied. I11 the mean time efforts were ftill to be 
apprehended to bring provisions into the tow n; for the French 
troops, which had followed the laft divifion of the Myforeans to 
Thiagar, continued there; and although the main body of the 
Myforeans had left Thiagar, no intelligence was yet received of their 
departure to their own country.

T h e French force which had marched to Thiagar, was 400.
European foot, 250 European horfe, and 1000 Sepoys. The
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1760. little army of obfervation, under the command of Captain
olta^r Brefton, was not equal to an open encounter with this force ; he,

however, with his ufual activity, determined to give them all the 
interruption in his power, and ordered Captain Martin, who, with 
the free company of 50 Frenchmen, was abroad with the Polygar of 
Ventivalum in the hills to the fouth of Gingee, to hang in the rear 
o f the enemy’s march ; and moved himfelf with the main body of his 
diviiion from Ratlagrammon, to watch their motions at Vicravandi, 
led; they fhould turn, and lay wafte the recovered diftricts between 
this place and Verdachilum. Martin knowing the country, and uiing 
the night, picked up twelve Europeans of the French troops. T h ey 
reached the Panar juft as it was dwelled by a fudden flood ; and per- 
ftfting neverthelefs to crofs it, fome of them were carried away and 
drowned in the ftream, which the Myforeans had pafled with eafe 
'before the freihes came down. As foon as Prefton was arrived at 
Vicravandi, the garrifon remaining at Gingee marched and aftault- 
ed Ratlagrammon, in which had been left only two companies of 
Sepoys, who defended the poft with refoludon, and obliged the 
enemy to retire, after they had loft fourteen Europeans killed in the 
attack, and leaving an officer and three wounded, who were made 
prifoners. Prefton receiving intelligence, that the French troops and 
the Myforeans were aftembled at Thiagar, returned from Vicra
vandi to Raltagrammon, left they fhould return fuddenly during 
his abfence, and attempt to move to Pondicherry with the convoy of 
bullocks which ftill continued at Gingee.

By this time the presidency knew the caufe o f the departure of 
the laft body of Myforeans from Gingee to Thiagar, but were not 
able to account for the march of the French troops fo far to 
the weftward, at a time when their utmoft efforts became every day 
more neceffary to effort the provifions they had collefted, into Pon
dicherry.

In the beginning o f the year, Balagerow, the general and regent of 
the Morattoes, fent an army of 8000 horfe, and the fame number of 
foot, with cannon, under the command o f an officer of fervice,
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named Vizvazypunt, which crofted the Kriftna in the month of 1760. 
February, and advancing to the fouthward hopped frequently to 
exaft contributions from forts and ftrong-holds in the way; feverai 
of which, on denial, they took. In the beginning of June they 
halted and encamped at Chinabalabaram, on the confines of Myfore 
to the n. e . and not far from the hills to the n. w . of the Carnatic, 
from whence Vizvazypunt fent letters, fignifying expectations o f 
money, but profering affiftance to the Nabob Mahomed A lly ; and 
others to the king of Myfore, demanding with more authority 
the arrears of the chout, or tribute, to which the Morattoe nation 
pretends a right from all the countries in the peninfula. At this 
time Hyder A lly, at Seringapatam, the capital of Myfore, had, as 
if  in difguft, refigned his employments of general and minifrer : he 
had fome time before concluded his treaty with M. Lally, and fent 
off the body of 4000 Myforeans, which came to Pondicherry under 
the command of his brother-in-law MuCtoon Saheb ; relying on this 
alliance, and his own courage, he was fo allured of his importance 
and fafety, that he abided at a town within three miles of Seringa
patam, with all his family o f  women, attended only by 300 horfe- 
men, who were of proved fidelity and refolution. Agents accompanied 
the letters of Vizvazypunt, with whom the king concerted, that 
their mafter fhould move with his army to Seringapatam, as if  to 
haften by intimidation the levy of a large contribution, which the 
king had privately confented to pay. Hyder A lly  fuppofed, that 
their approach would reinftate him in the command of the king’s 
forces to oppofe them, and difcovered when near, that the Morat- 
toes had engaged to feize his perfon ; on which he mounted in the 
dead of night, accompanied by fome of his horfemen, and left his 
whole family behind. Some Morattoes followed them, whom he 
out-ftripped, and the next day arrived at Bangalore, a ftrong city 
60 miles to the north of Seringapatam. Being the bringer of his 
own errand, he had time, and found means to engage fome of the 
officers, who prevailed on the reft to declare they would abide by 
his fortunes ; and in confequence they flint the gates. From this 
retreat he immediately fent orders to his brother-in-law, to quit the
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1760* Carnatic with ail the troops under his command, and to march, 
avoiding the Morattoes, to Bangalore. Muctoon Saheb had received 
the letters, when he moved from Pondicherry on the 16th of A li
gn f t b u t  concluding Hyder A lly to be in fafety for a while at Ben- 
o-aiore, and believing: either that a reconciliation would take place 
between him and the King, after the retreat o f the Morattoes; or 
otherwife, that Hyder A lly might think it mod; expedient to come 
himfelf, and join the French, for the fake o f the ceffions ftipulated 
in the treaty ; he determined, although not to return to Pondicherry, 
to continue in the Carnatic, and in confequence employed, as we 
liavefeen, his troops againft Trinomaly, and other places in that part 
o f the country, until he received, in the beginning of September, far
ther intelligence from Hyder Ally, which left no alternative to his de
parture ; on which he recalled the Boo horfe which wire at Gin gee, and 
without folicitation, with an integrity rare in the politics of India, 
requefted the French force to accompany them in order to receive 
back the poffefiion of the fort of Thiagar, which he without ftipula- 
tion tendered of his own accord. On their arrival there on the 
13th of September, he fulfilled his word, claiming only on oc- 
caiion their future aftiftance, and three days after marched away 
with his whole force to join his brother. The French left 200 Eu
ropean foot, and five companies of Sepoys in Thiagar, and the reft, 
being the fame number of foot, 150 European horfe, and three com
panies of Sepoys, returned to Gingee.

The reftitution of Thiagar, and the departure of the Myfore troops 
out of the province, confirmed the veracity o f the king’s difivowal 
of any participation in that expedition, and the Prefidency repeated 
their orders to Captain Smith and the troops of Madura to ceafe hof- 
tilities in the Myfore diftrifts. Previous to the receipt of thefe or
ders, Captain Smith had fent a detachment from Caroor, againft a 
fort called Pudicotah, different from that he had taken in his ap
proach. Itftands nine miles to the N. E. of Caroor on the fouth 
bank of the Caveri. The garrifon evacuated it on the appearance of 
the detachment, who left a party to hold it, and returned to Caroor. 
The want of money prevented any farther operations ; for, although
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the revenues of the country reduced exceeded 300,000 rupees a 1760. 
year, the devaluation of the auxiliary horfe and foot which could not 
be retrained, left no contributions to raife. Captain Smith, there
fore, returned with a part of his command to Tritchinopoly, and 
on the way fent off a detachment to reinftate two polygars, who 
had been driven out of their pollams by the troops of JDindigul, from 
whom the detachment met no refiftance, as the governor of Dindigub 
had received orders, in confequence of the capitulation of Caroor, to 
ceafe hoftilities again# the poffdfions of the Nabob. By this time the 
troops of Madura had taken five other forts between Batal Gunta 
and Dindigul, in all feven, and continued to keep pofieffion of them 
until farther orders, encamping their main body at Batal Gunta, 
and keeping flight guards in the others. Captain Smith arrived in ' 
the beginning of Odlober at Madrafs, to give an account of his ex
pedition, and the {late of the conquered country; and foon after re
turned to his command in Tritchinopoly.

As foon as it was afcertained that the Myforeans'had quitted the 
province, Colonel Coote, to fave the heavy expence of the black ca
valry, difcharged 500 o f them, moftly thofe brought by Maphuze 
Khan, which reduced the number to 800, o f which 500 were with 
Prefton, and the reft with himfelf in the camp. A party, with fome 
bullocks, advancing from Gingee, arrived on the 2d of October at 
Malamoodi, a village twelve miles from Pondicherry between the 
river o f Ariancopang and the Panar, intending to puffi into the 
town in the night under the protection of St. Thomas redoubt.
On intelligence of their approach, Colonel Coote detached all the 
cavalry in the camp, which, befides the black, were one of the two 
troops of Europeans, to lie in their w ay: of which the party got 
intelligence, and leaving their bullocks retreated during the night, 
and in their return three officers, who lagged behind in their palan- 
kins, were taken by fome black horfe and Sepoys, which Captain 
Prefton had detached to harrafs the party from Ratalgrammon.

T h e army had hitherto continued on the ground between Oul- 
o-arry and the river of Ariancopang, where they had encamped im
mediately after the fuccefs of the bound hedge. This ground is always 
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i~6o. overflowed in the rainy feafon, of which the flgns encreafed every
day ; and on the 6th the whole army marched off by the left, and 

October. encamped on the ridge of the Red-hill, a mile and half nearer the 
bound-hedge than their firft encampment at Perimbe, but to the left 
of that ground. The heighth and fandy foil of this fituation 
drained and dried the wet as faft as it fell, and fecured at leafl: the 
troops from this inclemency under foot, and large caferns o f mat 
and bamboo were built to fhelter them from the other.

A t one the next morning, firing of cannon and mufketry was 
heard in the road of Pondicherry. Befides fmaller craft, three 
French fhips, the Hermione, the Baleine, and the Compagnie des 
Indes were at anchor before the town, as near the furf as prudence 
permitted, and under the command of ioo guns, mounted along the 
works on this fide, and the ftrand, to protect the road. Thebe fhips 
were intended to wait until the ft or my weather, and then fail to ports 
to the fouthward, and return with provifions, of which the preven
tion would in that feafon become precarious, even fhould the Eng- 
lifh fquadron be able to continue in fight o f Pondicherry. Mr. Ste
vens had for fome time determined to cut them out o f the road. His 
fquadron always continued at anchor before Cuddalore. A  fortnight 
before the prefent, a night had been fixed ; but the fhips beginning 
to hoift out their boats before it was dark, they were perceived by 
telefcopes from Pondicherry; and men were immediately fent from the 
fhore to reinforce the French fhips ; which was likewife difcovered by 
the fquadron, and obliged Mr. Stevens to defer the defign, until the 
enemy’s fufpicions fhould have ceafed. In the mean time the Tyger 
of 60 guns was fent to continue near Pondicherry, and anchored a 
little to the fouth, two miles from the fhore. On the night o f the 
6th, the enterprize was refumed. The boats, fix and twenty, were 
hoifted out after dark, and manned with 400 bailors, moftly volun
teers, and failed to the Tyger, where all affembled at 12. Soon after 
they perceived the lights in the great cabbin of the nearefl: fhip, 
the Hermione, extinguifhed, and concluding that the officers were 
gone to reft, fet off for the attack. The boats moved in two divi- 
fions, one allotted to the Hermione, the other to the next fhip, the 
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Baleine; the attack of the Compagnie des Indes was to depend on 1760. 
the fuccefs o f thefe. T o  prevent deviation, the boats o f each divi- ©"ĉ ber* 
fion moved in a line, holding to one other by ropes. The niches 
of the oars were covered with frefh fheep-fkin, to prevent creaking.
T h e watch-word by which the men were to know one another in 
the attack, was Cathchart, a found which few Frenchmen can pro
nounce. It lightned continually, as ufual in the nights before the 
change of the monfoon ; neverthelefs, the divifion to the Hermione 
got within piflol-fhot of her flern, before they were difcovered ; 
when the boats feparating, ranged up equally on each fide of the 
fhip, and two went forward to the bows to cut the cables. During 
this approach, all hands in the fhips were up, and firing mufketry 
on the boats, and fhot came from the guns of the Compagnie des 
Indes, which lay to command both the othej: Ihips. The Hermione 
was boarded in as many parts as there were boats round her. The 
crew, which were 70 Europeans, behaved well, defending them- 
felves and the fhip with pikes and piflols, when the attack came 
hand to hand. The man who firfl attempted to cut the cable had 
his head cut off by an officer {landing to guard it in the bows; never
thelefs numbers prevailed, and the crew were all driven or tumbled 
down the hatch-ways; for no concert of furrender could take place, 
or be trailed. As loon as they were all down, the hatches were 
clofed and centinels fixed over them, and then the mizen topfail, 
the only fail bent, was fet to carry off the fhip, which feveral 
boats were likewife ready to tow : but by this time, the fhore, 
which had waited until the firing o f the attack had ceafed in the 
fhip, began a violent cannonade, o f which the lightning dire&ed 
the aim : and Ihot continually llruck : one deflroyed the wheel of the 
rudder, killed the two men who were fleering, and cut the tiller 
rope. The prisoners confined below deterred every one from going 
down into the gun-room to fix another rope to the rudder, and the 
fin o le fail was not fufficient to fleer the fhip ; the boats remained 
the" only means of carrying her off, and they tugged with l'uch 
violence, that they continually fnapt the towing ropes. Mean 
while the fire continued from the fhore. At length, fome imagined
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1760. that the fhip had no motion, and refilled by a cable and anchor
v— * concealed under her keel; on which the officer who commanded 

October. tg e attack, refoived to leave her. The prifoners below were told, 
that it was determined to fet her on fire, on which they, came up 
readily to be carried off in the boats, which rowed away with them 
to the Tygcr. When arrived on board, the captain, Digby Dent, 
laid he ffiould fend his own men, i f  the divifion did not imme
diately return to bring off the ffiip. This fpirited rebuke prevailed, 
all the boats fet oft again ana met the ffiip half a mile nearer ; 
for the land-wind had fprung up and was driving her out.

T h e  difpofitions for the attack of the Baleine, were the fame, and 
fucceedc.d more eafily. i  he crew made little refiftance; only two 
men were killed before they furrendered. The rudder of the ffiip 
was affiore, but feveral fails were bent to the yards which fufficed 
to move and fleer her, and ffie was brought, and anchored near the 
Tyger, before the Baleine came up. No attempt was made on the 
Compagnie des Indes.. •,

h y  this time the want of provifions prefled fo hard, that Mr. 
Lally affembled a general council, and propofed the immediate 
expulfion of the black inhabitants, who reprefented that their 
fidelity alone to thofe who might condemn them to this fevere ca
lamity, had left it in their power to inflict i t : by their removal, 
like wife, all tne Europeans would be deprived of their domeflics ; 
and from thefe confiderations the aflembly broke up without de- 
cifion: but fome from fear of the other inconveniences of the 
blockade during the flormy weather, requefled permiffion o f Colonel 
Coote to fend away their families either to the Daniffi or Dutch 
fettlements on the coaft, which were neutral in the w a r; and paff- 
port's were granted^

Intelligence was received on the 11th, that the garrifon intended 
to march out a detachment of 400 men, to florm the Madrafs re
doubt in the bound-hedge, and then puffi on to attack the large re
doubt, which the Engliffi army had raifed to the north of i t ; on 
which the picquets of the camp marched, and took pofl half-way, in 
order to fall on the rear o f the detachment: being difeovered, the
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enemy made no motion, but the next day the town fired hotly, but 1760. 
without execution, on the Ariancopang redoubt. Q^'i— '

The winds had for home days veered and Strengthened ; and on 
the 22d and 23d, the two Admirals failed out o f the road of Cud- 
dalore with ail the (hips, excepting four, which two days after, on 
fufpicion of ftormy weather, went away likewife. Their departure 
was unexpected, becaufe contrary to Mr. Stevens’s declaration, that 
h'e would not quit the coaft until compelled by the utmoft ne- 
ceftity, which had not yet come. As fodn as they disappeared, the 
Compagnie des Indes, and a (loop which was in the road, prepared 
as had been forefeen to put to fea. The Ship failed on the 30th to1 
bring provifions from Tranquebar, and the fioop armed with Several 
guns was intended to cruize in the offing for the grain-boats, which 
at this, feafon of the year come with the wind and current from the 
northern to the Southern parts of the coaft, and generally fail in 
fight of the Shore, The four men of war which left Cuddalore on 
the 23d, anchored on the ift of -November off of Alamparvah, 
from whence they fell down on the 14th to the road of Pondicherry , 
and gave information, that Mr. Stevens was gone with the other:
12 Ships o f the Squadron to refit them in the bay of Trinconialv.

Captain Prefton, on the 18 th of October, detached Some black 
horfe and Sepoys from his poft at Ratlagrammon, who came back 
with 400 head of cattle of thofe colledled by the French, which 
were grazing in the country round the pettah of Gingee: The de
tachment was neither oppoled or purfued, although a .considerable 
party of the French troops was then in the pettah ready to march.
This party moved on the 21ft j they were 200 EiTropeans and 
Coffrees, 400 Sepoys, 100 European, and as many black horfe.
They crofted the river Panar on its decline, and on their arrival at 
Thiagar, a detachment larger than their number was formed, and* 
marched away, to attack the fort o f Chan damungal urn, which Stands 
h alf way towards Trinomalee : the fort was garrifoned by four or 
five companies of Sepoys, with a few Europeans from Chittapet, 
who repulfed the aliau.lt with uncommon ability, having killed* 
ten Europeans and 40 Sepoys, and wounded 50 Sepoys and 20 
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1760. horfes ; after which the French party attempted nothing more, but 
“T v — 1 returned to 1  hiagar.
October. Captain Prefton, on the fir ft intelligence of their motion from 

Gin gee, fet out, as before, to follow them with the greateft part of his 
force from Ratlagrammon, but when arrived on the 24th near Villa- 
porum, found the river fwelled, and continued on the bank, in expefta- 

November. tion o f its fall ; and on the 1 ft o f November, the garrifon ofGingee, 
being ftronger than the force he had left at Ratlagrammon, again 
detached a party of 25 European horfe and 20 foot with three com
panies of Sepoys and fome black cavalry, to drive away all the 
cattle about this place, which by the late captures and purchafes 
made for the camp were many herds. Captain Robert Fletcher, 
who commanded during the abfence of Prefton at Ratlagrammon, 
waited until the enemy began to retreat with the cattle they had 
gathered, when he appeared with 50 black horfe, and three com
panies of Sepoys in their rear, and followed them fix miles, but 
as if  cautious of coming too clofe to their fire ; which continually 
drew it from therm; when, perceiving that they had almoft ex
pended their ammunition, he approached nearer, and engaged them 
regularly, which they fcarcely fuftained, and foon broke, and all their 
Sepoys flung down their arms. Fifteen of them were killed, and 
40 with a Subadar or captain made prifoners : of the Europeans, 
fix were killed, or fell wounded, and 150 mulkets were colle&ed. 
T he next day, Fletcher, with a flronger force, marched again 
from Ratlagrammon, and contriving his time, arrived at night, and 
entered the pettah of Gingee, which has but a flight wall, by fur- 
prize, fet fire to it in every part, and met no refiflance, except
ing the uncertain fire of the cannon from the hills above, and on 
his return he drove off a greater number o f their cattle than the 
enemy had taken the day before.

T he frequent, although flender attempts and enterprizes, which 
had been made by the body of French troops in the field, in order 
either to fupply Pondicherry with provifions, to gain plunder, or to 
create diverfions o f the Englifh force, had in the whole expended 

- more than three hundred Europeans ; moft of the reft were now at
Thiagar,



T  hiag ar, and from the force remaining at Gingee, including what the 1760. 
garriion might on occaflon {pare, no attempt of convoys to Pon- ^ ^  
dicherry beyond the provifions of a few days were to be appre
hended. T h ey had loft, i f  ever it lay open, the opportunity, when they 
were in, full force. Neverthelefs the number of troops remaining at 
Pondicherry, with the defences and ammunition, ftill fecured the town 
from every danger, excepting famine ; and Mr. Lally not impru
dently preferred that the troops he had detached, fhould remain abroad, 
where they might do fome fervice, and would fubfift themfelves, 
rather than return to confume in Pondicherry the {lender ftock of 
provifions, o f which they had lupplied fo little. He now wifhed 
even to add more to their number for another purpofe, on which 
ill fortune and neceflity obliged him to rely as the likelieft means 
that remained of relieving the diftrefles of Pondicherry.

The French fquadron, which had left the coaft on the ift o f 
OCtober of the preceding year, arrived on the 15th of November at 
the ifle of France. This ifland never furniftied provifions fufficient 
for the fettled inhabitants, and had been fo much exhaufted of the 
ft ores collected from abroad, by victualling the fquadron at their 
departure for the coaft, that little remained to afford them on their 
return; and this fcarcity had been injudicioufly encreafed by the 
equipment o f two veflels, which had been fent to attack the Englifh 
factories in the gulph of Perfia. In this diftrefs, it was refolved to 
follow the example of the preceding year, and to fend three fhips 
of burthen, under the convoy of the Centaur of 74 guns, belonging 
to the French Company, to purchafe provifions at the Cape o f 
Good Hope. But Mr. D ’Ache propofed to give the command of the 
Centaur to the captain of the King’s Ihip the A Ctif; on which all the 
captains o f the Company’s fhips of war protefted againft this pre
ference, as derogatory to their own rights; and whilft the tedious dis
putations ufual on fuch occafions were carrying on in writing, with 
much acerbity and little public zeal, the annual tempeft of the ele
ments in this climate arofe in the night of the 27th of January, and 
lafted without inter million, and with the utmoft excefs, for 36 hours. 
Thirty-tw o veflels in the port of Mauritius were torn from their

anchors;



j*i 76o. anchors; but all, excepting one of 30 guns, were flopped by the 
— > ooze o f the bay from driving on the rocks which fraize the fhore ;

November. vvhich all the fmaller craft were branded and wrecked. T h e 
ruin was greater on the land. All the vegetation of provifions 
above the furface was deftroyed. The cattle and fowls were wafhed 
awray by the torrents, or perifhed by the inclemency, and of the 
magazines of grain, which are all built o f wood, fome were over
thrown, and the reft opened by the wind to the rain. Three months 
were employed in repairing the damages of the marine and fhore. 
In this interval, fome few provifions were brought by fome trading 
vefiels of the colony from Madagafear, and the furplus of the ifland 
of Bourbon. On the 26th of May it was determined to fend four 
fhips of war, as fa ft as they could be equipped, in order to fubfift at 
Foul-point in Madagafear. On the 8th of June, arrived a veffel 
from France, appriling, that an armament was fitting out in England 
to attack the two iflands of Mauritius and Bourbon ; in confequence 
of which, the French government had fent the regiment of Cam- 
bray, of 700 men, to reinforce them ; and the fquadron, if  at Mau
ritius, was ordered to continue there ; and, i f  gone to the coaft, to 
be immediately recalled. Thefe orders determined Mr. D ’Ache 
to remain with the greateft part of his fhips for the defence of 
the ifland, but to fend away thofe before allotted to Madagafear; 
which, to fave the confumption of victuals, were not to return to 
the ifle of France, until the 20th of Auguft: if  at this time they 
received no directions how to act, the council of war might proceed 
to the execution of any fervice, of which the condition o f the fhips 
might be deemed capable : meaning to intimate, that they might, 
if  they chofe it, go to the coaft of Coromandel. The Centaur 
failed for Madagafear on the 16th of June, but the other three 
not in lefts than a month after, by which time the regiment of 
Cambray was arrived in feveral of the Company’s fhips from 
France. The news o f the ftorm was brought to Pondicherry by 
the Hermione and Baleine in July, but by detaining the bailors for a 
while on board, the report was kept ftecret, until others properly 
fabricated and given out, perluaded the colony, and the enemy at their
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gates, that the fquadron ftrongly reinforced from France might be 1760. 
every day expected on the coaft. In the middle of October, letters 
difpatched from Mauritius to Mahe, on the coaft of Malabar, ar
rived from hence, with information of the departure of the four 
{hips to Madagafcar, and dubious affurances of their intention to 
come at all events to Pondicherry. Mr. Lally had always regarded 
the operations of the fquadron as fo unzealous and indecifive, that 
he was convinced thefe fhips would not make the effort. He, how
ever, concealed this opinion, and the intelligence concerning the 
fuppofed attack of Mauritius from England ; but gave out that the 
{hips gone to Madagafcar, and more, might be expe&ed at Pondi
cherry with the regiment of Cambray on board. But, defpairing 
of the relief he pretended, he perfuaded the Council to conclude a 
treaty for the affiftance of the body of Morattoes under the com
mand of Vizvazypunt, which had lately returned from Seringa- 
patam in Mylore to the confines of the Carnatic.

Vizvazypunt, on his firft approach from the ffriftna, had in April 
fent letters to Pondicherry, tendering the fame affiftance to the French 
as he was offering to the Nabob and the Englifh: a vague coirefpon- 
dence had continued in confequence of thefe overtures ; but, on his 
nearer approach, Mr. Lally fent two agents to his camp. The 
Morattoe required a fum of ready money in hand, and the cefiion 
of the fortrefs of Gingee, which, befides the influence it would give 
Balagerow in the province of Arcot, was the wifh of a national 
point of honour, ftnce Gingee had, until the beginning of the 
prelent centurv, been the capital or a race of Morattoe kings, whole 
dominion extended from the Coleroon to the Paliar. The Council 
empowered the agents to agree that Gingee Ihould be delivered to 
him as foon as the Englifh army retreated from Pondicherry, and 
that <00,000 rupees Ihould be paid him when his own appeared in 
fo-ht of the town. All the French troops abroad were to join the 
Morattoes as foon as they palled the hills, and entered the pro
vince. I f  thefe terms were not readily accepted, the agents were 
to infinuate that, although the diftreffes of Hyderally had broke any 
farther expe&ations of affiftance from him, the king of Myfore him- 
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1760. felf would be glad to obtain Gingee on the fame terms ; when the 
7— -— ' Morattoes would be precluded from the probability of gaining any 

November. acjvant;age by their expedition to the Carnatic.
But as the negociation might be protracted, and provilions, even 

for a few days, were become of great importance, Mr. Lally ordered 
the troops abroad to make what effort they could before the rains 
ceafed ; and as Gingee was fo cloiely watched by Prefton’s com
mand, he directed the main body to continue and aft from Thiagar, 
from whence, by the diftance, and the nature o f the country be
tween, their motions would be lefs liable to be afcertained and in
terrupted.. In the mean time, as well to lave the conlumption in 
the town, as to convince the Morattoes that the troops in garrilon 
were more than fufficient to defend it, he refolved to fend out more 
to join thofe already in the field. Accordingly on the night of the 
1 ft o f November, 100 Europeans crofted the river of Ariancopang 
in boats, and were proceeding along the fea-lhore, from whence they 
intended to turn inland, and gain their way to the weft between 
the two rivers, expecting no interruption, as the rains were almoft 
continual, and had drenched the plain : but in the clofe of the eve
ning, a guard of Sepoys had been advanced from the fort o f Arian
copang, and took poll: on the ftrand of the fea; they fired on 
the firft alarm upon the French party, who, imagining their force 
greater, and that it had been ftationed on purpofe to intercept them, 
hurried back to their boats, and regained the town : only one of 
the Sepoys was killed ; the enemy’s lofs was not known, but was 
fuppofed to be more.

Excefiive rain flopped any farther opperations between the Englifh 
camp and the French troops for feveral days, during which, both 
continued intent only on the fea. T o oppofe the armed boats of 
the town, fome were equipped in the like manner at Cuddalore, 
which on the 7th took a boat coming with paddy from Tranoue- 
bar, and another going thither with effedts of value; and intelli
gence being received that the fhip la Compagnie des Indes, with a 
fchooner and feveral fmaller veflels, were taking in provifions there, 
Commodore Haldan detached two of the men of war with orders

to



to feize them, and every other veflel which had more than the 1760. 
provifions o f their own diet on board. They came into the road 
on the Bth, where they found the Saliftmry o f 50 guns arrived 
from Triconomaly, which had anchored clofe to the Compagnie des 
Indes, and kept her under command, waiting orders from the com
modore. The Compagnie des Indes {truck on the fir ft fummons ; 
and the fchooner, which was loaded with 400 bags of wheat, and 
fome barrels of falted meat, ran afhore. The fmaller vefiels in the 
road efcaped to the fouthward ; and the Salifhury failed away with 
the prize to rejoin Admiral Stevens at Triconomaly. The news of this 
lofs was received in Pondicherry with as much concern as a difafter 
in the field. The Danifh government fent deputies to Colonel 
Coote, with a proteft againft the infraction of the neutrality of their 
port; but were {hewn intercepted letters, which proved their aftift- 
ance to the French agents, and filenced their remonftrances.

On the 9th of the month, a ricochet battery of four eighteen- 
pounders was finifhed in a ruined village, 1400 yards to the north, 
between the fea-lide and the bleaching town : the {hot plunged 
along the eaft face of the town, and were anfvvered very hotly by 
twelve pieces o f cannon, which as well from the diftance, as the 
parapet of the battery, by which the guns were entirely concealed, 
could do no mifchief.

On the 12th, Colonel Coote received information, that a convoy 
was advancing from T hiagar; they were 24 European and 100 
black horfe, efcorting 100 bullocks, laden with falted beef, and each 
o f the horfemen likewife carried a parcel of it at the croup of his 
faddle. They crofted the Panar on the 13th, at fome diftance 
above Trivadi, and proceeded between this and the river of Arian- 
copang ; but imprudently loft time in driving 300 bullocks more, 
which they had taken up in the way. At four in the morning they 
came up near the fort of Ariancopang, and were immediately fur- 
rounded by a detachment o f 100 European foot, 40 European and 
150 black horfe, which were waiting to intercept them. The 
officer with one of the troopers was killed, and ten, with more than 
half the black horfe, furrendered ; but the other 12 of the European
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i 7 6 o . horfe pufhed to the river, and were ferried over to the town under 
tpe guns of St. Thomas’ redoubt. To prevent fuch attempts in 

November. futJ ^  50 Europeans, with a company of Sepoys, were ftationed 
and retrenched on the flip of land on the fea-lhore, oppofite to the' 

bar of the river.
By this time the waters of the Panai were run ofi, and, .̂s the 

troops at Ratlagramon with Captain Fletcher were deemed fuffi- 
cient to oppofe what the enemy had at Gingee, Captain Prefton, 
with the main body of his command, marched away horn Villa- 
porum to attack Elavanafore, to which the officer at Thiagar fent a 
reinforcement, chiefly of black troops; but after Elavanafore was 
invefted did not advance to its relief. The only guns fit for battery 
with Prefton’s diviflon, were two field twelve-pounders, which are 
too flight againft ftrong defences ; but, as the laft thing which is 
done in country forts is to repair them, a breach was eafily made, 
and the garrifon capitulated at difcretion, although they were 11 
Europeans, ip Topafies, and 400 Sepoys, with three field-pieces, 
betides the guns of the fort.

Preparations had for fome time been making at Madrafs to con
vert the blockade o f Pondicherry into a regular attack ; and on the 
16th, the Admiral Watfon, a fhip of 500 tons, laden with all kinds 
of {lores, arrived, and anchored off the north redoubt, and the 
maffoolas of Cuddalore repaired thither to unload her. On the 
18th, Mr. Call, the chief engineer, arrived in the camp, to condud 
the trenches.

There were remaining in Pondicherry about 50 horfes belonging 
to the cavalry, for which no forage could be procured either within 
or without the walls ; and, as the grain they confirmed was fo much 
taken from the fuftenance of the garrifon, Mr. Lally refolved to 
fend them with the heft riders to Thiagar. Colonel Coote re
ceived intelligence of the intention, but not of the time. At two 
o’clock in the morning of the 21ft, 200 grenadiers, with the horfe- 
men, palled the river on rafts, near the bar, oppofite to the re
trenched guard on the fpit of fand, from which the Europeans had 
been.withdrawn, and only the Sepoys were remaining ; on whom the. 
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French grenadiers immediately advanced, and gave their fire, whilft 1760. 
the horfemen went off as fall as they could over the plain, taking the 
road to Trivadi. On the alarm, the pickets of horie in the camp 
mounted, and croffing the river, which chanced to be fordable at 
Villenore, went in purfuit, and took thirteen, whofe hordes were too 

feeble to keep pace with the others.
Major Prehon, following his fuccefs, marched from Elavanafore, 

againh a fort called Rifhavandum, which hands 15 miles to the 
N. E. of that place : it furrendered to him, after little refihance,. on 
the 22d : the garrifon confihed of 200 Sepoys, and five Europeans.
From hence he marched again ft Chacrapollam, a mud fort, 1 5 miles 
north o f Thiagar ; which furrendered to him without making any 
defence ; for the garrifon was only a company of Sepoys, with a fer- 
jeant. In the meanwhile, the French troops remaining atGingee, ex- 
clufive of the garrifon there, went againh Chittamoor, a tort 10 miles 
to the s. E. and were repulfed, with the lofs of 20 Sepoys and four 

Europeans, killed and wounded.
The landing o f the Fores from the Admiral Watfon had been im

peded by the defertion o f the boatmen, who ran away, becaufe they 
had not been regularly paid ; but the blockade continued with the 
utmoft vigilance, and nothing, fince the lah convoy, had attempted 
to get in by land ; feveral boats coming from the fouthward, with 
fait provifions and arrack, were intercepted by armed boats equipped 
at Devicotah. The encreafing dihrefs determined Mr. Lally to con- 
fult nothing any longer but neceflity ; and on the 2/tn, he turned 
out of the gates all the blacks remaining in the town, excepting a 
few who were domehics to the principal inhabitants. The number 
expelled were 14®®; of both lexes, and eveiy age. Phey wandeied 
in families and companies towards all parts of tne limits, hoping tne 
mercy o f being differed to pafs away ; but they were every where 
hopped by the advanced Sepoys, and ordered to go back ; on which 
they retired, and affembled round the foot of the glacis, begging 
admittance,, and many of them attempting to pals over into the 
covered way, were fired upon by the mulketry and cannon, and fome 
were killed.. At.night they were quiet; but the next.day, and for
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ip6o. fix more, they repeated the fame importunities to the town and the
— ' Englifh polls, and received the fame repulfes. Examples o f this 

November. f e v e r V y  rarely occur; and in civilized war is never exercifed but with 
December. thy utmoft reluctance. A t length Colonel Coote, finding Mr. Lally 

inflexible, let the whole multitude pafs. Their only fuftenance, ex
cepting the little they had brought out of the town, fecreted about 
their perfons, had for eight days been the roots o f grafs they picked 
up in the fields, in which they lay. They were all extenuated by 
famine, and few had homes or friends to go to ; neverthelefs their 
thanks were inexpreffible, even for this chance of preservation.

The Nabob was prefent at this* aft of mercy, and concurred in it. 
He left Arcot on the 15th of November, and went to Madrafs to 
confer a few hours with Mr. Pigot, from whence he arrived in the 
camp on the 3d of December. On the 2d and 3d, two vefiels, a 
floop, and a pinnace remaining at Pondicherry, failed away for Tran- 
quebar, but the pinnace was taken by the boats of Devicotah.

Four ricochet batteries, which were firfl; to open againfl the town, 
Were finifhed on the 8th. W e have already given fome deicription 
of Pondicherry, when attacked by Mr. Bofcawen in 174S. A ll the 
baftions remained in their firft form, which, for a town o f this fize, 
was very confined ; but counter-guards had been made before three 
of them, and ravelins raifed before the three gates to the land ; a 
rampart of earth had been added to the curtains, which before were 
only walls of brick five feet thick. A  wet ditch had been compleated 
on the three tides to the. land, excepting in an extent of 200 yards on 
the fouth fide towards the fea, where the ground riling higher re
quired a deeper excavation, which for this reafon, as being more la
borious and expenfive, had not yet been d u g; to the extremity of 
this higher ground where the ditch cealecl, came a large creek from 
the river of Ariancopang, which fupplied the ditch all round with 
water. The berm within the ditch was 25 feet broad; the covered 
way was narrow, and the glacis not fufficiently raifed. The face to 
the eaft being within a few yards of the furf, and expofed only to an 
efcalade by f’urprize, had no ditch, but its curtain was flanked by 
projecting batteries, which likewife commanded the road. The ci
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tadel was a pentagon with five baftion s, but too finall to endure 1760. 
bombardment; two of its baftions over-looked the eaft curtain, ^—-v— 
and added to the fire on the lea. The town vras very commo- 
dioufly laid out in ftraight ftreets which traverfed it entirely in both 
directions.

The ricochet battery of four guns, which had opened on the 10th 
Of November, had for fome time been quitted, and the guns re
moved to the north redoubt beyond the bound-hedge ; becaufe their 
effeCt was not equal either to the expence of ammunition, or the fa
tigue and riique of the guards. The four batteries which were now 
opened were thus fituated. One flood near the beach to the north,
200 yards in front of that wliich had been abandoned, and about 1200 
from the walls ; it mounted four 18 pounders, and enfiladed the eaft 
front of the town. Another of two 24 and two ifi pounders, wfith 
three mortars of 13, 10, and 8 inches, was raifed on the other fide 
of the morafs, which fpreads to the wreft ; it was 1400 yards 
from the walls, and bore, but a little to the left, upon the weft 
flank of the baftion in the north-weft angle, which mounted 10 
guns, and had before it, within the ditch, a ftrong and extenfive 
counter-guard, mounting 25 guns. The two other batteries were 
to the fouth. One on the edge of a large illand, formed by the 
river of Ariancopang; this battery mounted only two guns, of 
which, one bore on the baftion next to that in the s. w. angle of 
the town, the other on St. Thomas redoubt, which flood on the 
oppofite bank of the river lower down ; the other battery was 
raifed in a fmaller ifland below the Coco-nut, from which it is 
feparated on one hand, and on the other from the (pit of fand, 
which forms the ftrand of the fea from the bar of the river. This 
is called the Sand Ifland ; the battery bore upon St. Thomas re
doubt, and on the curtain of the town between the two baftions 
on this fide neareft the fea..

A ll the four batteries were only intended to harrafs the garrlfon by 
a crofs fire of ricochet (hot along the ftreets or ramparts; for none of 
them were on the perpendiculars on which the breaching batteries 
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1760, were intended to be ere&ed. They opened at midnight, between the
v— * gth ancj pth, firing all o f them at the fame time, and in vollies, on

the fignal of a fihell. A little before the firft volrey, Colonel Coote, 
with two or three officers, approached towards the glacis of the 
north front, in order to obferve what effed the firing would pro
duce upon the garrifon. They beat to arms, but without confufion, 
and feemed to have every thing in proper order on their baftions ; 
they railed blue lights in different parts o f the town, but did not 
fire a Ihot. Captain Fletcher, who was with the Colonel, very im
prudently quitted him without notice, and went to the foot o f the 
glacis, where he fell in with the centinel of an advanced guard o f 
Sepoys, whom he feized and difarmed, and was bringing off; when 
the guard, hearing the ftruggle, ran into the covered way, from 
whence immediately came a hot fire of mulketry upon Colonel Coote’s 
party ; but Fletcher brought off the Sepoy, who gave no intelli
gence but what was better known before.

The batteries ceafed before day-break, and the guns were kept 
malked until the afternoon, when they recommenced, and the town 
returned with great vivacity, but the firing ceafed on both hides in 
two hours. The two batteries to the fouth prevented the enemy 
from launching a large boat which they had fitted on the Ihore near 
the bar, and drove them likewife from their guns in St. Thomas’s 
redoubt, which were only mounted in barbette.

The firing continued in the fix following days, but was every 
day renewed at a different hour, and lafted varioully, and never 
more than three or four hours at a time.' On the 18th, the vollies 
ceafed for want of powder, and only fired on particular occafions. 
In all this confumption, only one man was killed at the baftions, 
and very few in the town ; but the purpofe was anfwered of wafting 
the garrifon with fatigue, which their fcanty allowance of provi- 
fions rendered them little able to endure. On the 19th, a party of 
pioneers appeared at work with great eagernefs, to raife and con
vert the barbette of St. Thomas’s redoubt into a parapet with em- 
brafures. The battery on the fand ifiand fired to interrupt them 
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by night as well as by day, but they per fevered. On the 20th, fome 1760. 
powder arrived in a veftel from Madrafs, and the enfilade and bom- 
hardment recommenced from all the batteries as before; and was 
conftantly anfwerqd with the fame vivacity from the town. On the 
23d, the fhip Duke, of 500 tons, arrived from Madrafs, laden with 
17 pieces of battering cannon and their fhot, and with all kinds of 
Pores for the liege; but lo few of the boatmen had returned to their 
■ mafloolas, that very little could be landed until others were afiemhled 
from the neighbouring ports on the coaft, and even from Madrafs ; 
this delay, however, appeared of lefs detriment, becaufe the materials 
for the trenches, and for the batteries which were to diimantle the 
defences and breach the body of the place, were not yet collected, 
and the engineers reported, that they fhould not be ready to open 
this fire before the third of January; but the batteries already con- 
ftructed continued theirs. On the 26th, Admiral Stephens in the 
Norfolk, with three other Ihips of the line and the ProteCtor fire-fhip, 
returned into the road from Trinconomaly.

The French troops afiembled at Thiagar were fo much fuperior 
to the little forts around, that they became the terror of the country, 
and their fmalleft parties brought in provifions in plenty, and with
out rifque. Major Prefton, having no longer any apprehenfions 
that the troops at Gingee would either be able to pufh any convoys 
through the circumvallation o f the Englifh army, or even to diftrefs 
the polls under the protection of Captain Fletcher at Ratlagrammon, 
refolved, by cutting off the daily fupplies of Thiagar, to oblige 
the troops there to employ large efcorts, which he hoped to intercept.
He marched from Ralhivandum on the ift of December, and en
camped in the evening three miles to the n, w . of Thiagar. On 
the night o f the 3d, all the French cavalry, amounting to 200, 
led by Major Allen, an officer of Air. T ally ’s regiment, 
pufhed out o f the peftah, and went to the weft of Trino- 
malee. Being fare of provifions abroad, they intended to remain 
in the hills, waiting the event of the negociatlon, which Air.

, L ally was carrying on with the Alorattoe Vizvazipunt, whole 
troops, i f  it fucceeded, they intended to accompany to Pondicherry.
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1760. A few days afterwards, they were joined by a party of 100 Euro- 
D ~mber pean infantry, whom, to alleviate the confumption of provifions, Mr.

Laliy had feat out of Pondicherry in the two veil'ds which failed 
on the 2d and 3d of the month, and efcaped to Tranquebar ; from 
whence, headed by the biihop of Hallicarnaffus, they marched to 
efcorthim to the camp of Vizvazipunt at Cudapanatam, with whom 
the biihop was empowered to conclude the negociation. They pro- 
.ceeded to Combaconum, by the fame road as the Nabob and Major 
Jofeph Smith had come toKarical, and received no moleffation in their 
journey through the country of Tanjore. From Combaconum, they 
eroded the Coleroon, and then paffed between Volcondah and Thia- 
gar, out of the reach o f Prefton’s troops ; but 10 or 12 of them 
deferted, and travelled to Tritchinopoly, where they offered to ferve, 
but were not enlifted; becaufe Captain Smith had at this time dis
covered a confpiracy of the French prifoners to rife and overpower 
the garrifon; in which the number of Europeans did not exceed 100, 
and moil of them were invalids or foreigners; whereas the prifoners 
were 500 ; being the collection of all that had been taken at Ka- 
rical, Chillambrum, and Verdachilum, by Colonel Monfon, and in 
the different actions at Seringham and its diftrifts, by the two Smiths 
from Tritchinopoly.

The King of Myfore, not thoroughly convinced that his pro- 
teilations o f good-will to the Engliih would induce them to reilore 
Caroor, fent a large body of troops to the confines of its territory, 
in order to fecond the terms of his negociation by the appearance of 
renewing hoftilities, if  not accommodated ; and other troops proceed
ed to reinforce thofe at Dindigul; from whence the governor on their ar
rival marched, with 1000 horie, 2000 Sepoys, as many common peons, 
and fome cannon, againft Agarpatty, the neareff and fail: o f the forts, 
which the troops of Madura had taken, but having left it only 40 
Sepoys, it furrendered on the 4th day of the attack. From hence 
the Myforeans marched again!! Narafingapore, another of the forts, 
fix miles farther, which they likewife battered for four days, when 
they were attacked themfelves by a ifrong body detached from. 
Madura, who beat them off the ground, and drove them back
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to Dindigul, with the lofs of 50 men killed and wounded. The 1̂ -60.
colleries o f Nattam, encouraged by this renewal o f hoftilities, made —^7^
incurfions into the northern diftridts of Madura, and flopped the whole 
road of the pafs, with trees which they felled on either fide, and with 
much labour dragged and laid them acrofs the road with fo much 
contrivance, that a Angle perfon could not pafs without continual 
difficulty.

No events o f great importance had happened during the courfe 
of this year, in the country o f Tinivelly. The commandant, Ma
homed Ifloof, after the repulfe before Wafhinelore in the end 
o f the preceding year, was, from the want of battering cannon, 
no longer in a condition to attack the ftronger holds of the polygars ; 
and contented himfelf, until fupplied, with pofting the greateft part of 
his army in ftations to check thePulitaver and the eaftern polygars; but 
remained himfelf with the reft at Tinivelly, watching Catahominaigue 
and the weftern. The departure ofMaphuze Khan from Nellitangaville 
in the month o f January, left the Pulitaver and his allies no longer 
the pretext of oppofing the authority of the Nabob in fupport o f the 
rights o f his elder brother; and they debated whether they ffiould 
treat with Mahomed Ifloof, or wait the event o f Maphuze Khan’s 
journey, who they fuppofed would return to them, if  not received 
on his own terms by the Nabob. In this uncertainty, they formed 
no vigorous defigns, and employed their colleries in night robbe
ries, wherever they could elude the ftations of Mahomed Ifloof; but 
attempted nothing in the open field or day. Neverthelefs, their 
depredations were fo ruinous to the cultivation, that Ma
homed Ifloof thought it worth the expence, to draw oft lome of 
their dependants and entertain them in the Company’s fervice, 
as belt able to retaliate the fame mifchief on thofe by whom 
they had been employed ; and towards the end of April, feveral 
o f thefe petty leaders, with their followers, amounting in the whole 
to 2000 colleries, joined him at Tinivelly, and faithfully entered 
on the duties for which they had engaged. Nothing, however, like 
regular fighting happened untill the end of May, when Catabo- 
minaigue appeared at the head of two or three thoufand men, near
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1760. Etiaporum, and flood the attack of feven companies of Sepoys, drawn 
'— v— -> prom t]ie limits towards Nellitangaville, by whom they were difperfed, 

December. ^  iittle l0fs. In May Mahomed Iffoof received intelligence o f 

the hoftilities commenced by the Myforeans from Dindigul, and the 
orders of the Prefidency to oppofe them; in confequence o f which he 
fent the detachment we have mentioned o f 1500 Sepoys, 300 horfe, 
and 3000 peons. They were fcarcely gone, when a new and unexpected 
alarm arofe in the Tinivelly country. The Dutch government at 
the ifland of Ceylon had received a large reinforcement o f  European 
troops from Batavia, which affembled at the port o f Columbo, op
posite to Cape Comorin, from whence a part of them arrived in the 
beginning of June atTutacorin, a Dutch fort on the continent, 40 miles 
eaft of Tinivelly. Tw o hundred Europeans, with equipments, tents, 
and field-pieces, immediately encamped, giving out that they Ihould 
fhortly be reinforced by more than their own number, and that 400 
other Europeans had left Batavia at the fame time with themfelves, 
and were gone to Cochin on the Malabar coaft, in order to join the 
king o f Travancore. The natives were frightened, and pretended 
to have difcovered, that the force they faw was intended to affift the 
polygars in driving the Englifh out of the country of Tinivelly, 
and to begin by attacking the town. Mahomed Iffoof immediately 
fent to the Dutch chief at Tutacorin, to demand an explanation ; 
who anfwered, that he Ihould give none. A  few days after the 
troops advanced inland, and halted at Alvar Tinivelly, a town in 
a very fertile diftriCt, fituated 20 miles s. E. of Tinivelly, and the 
fame diftance s. w. of Tutacorin; and at the fame time, another 
body o f 200 Europeans landed from Colombo at Manapar, 20 
miles to the s. E. of Alwar Tinivelly. Mahomed Ifloof had pre- 
vioufly drawn troops from the eaftern ftations, and marching with 
4000 Sepoys, and fome horfe, appeared in fight o f the Dutch troops 
at Alvar Tinivelly in the evening of the 18th of June ; who, in the 
enfuiiig night, decamped in ftrift filence, and marched back to 
Tutacorin ; thofe at Manapar went away thither likewife in the 
fame embarkations which brought them ; and no more was heard of 
this al arm.
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The depredations o f the polygars continued; but, deprived o f 1760. 

Maphuze Khan, and hearing how clofely.Pondicherry was inverted, 
they ventured nothing more: thePulitaver’s colleries continued asufual 
the moft active in the robberies; and to reprefs them, Mahomed 
Iffoof again rtationed the greateft part of his force towards Nellitan- 
gaville. In December thefe troops formed a camp at the foot 
o f  the hills within th-ree miles o f this place, and Mahomed Iffoof 
joined them from Tinivelly on the 12th; he had purchafed 
feveral eighteen-pounders at Tutacorin, and had the two mortars 
which had been fent to him the year before from Angenjo, but no 
/hot or fhells for either, and was moreover in want of gun-powder 
and flints, all which he expected from Tritchinopoly, and, whilrt 
waiting for them, made fuch preparations as the country afforded to 
attack Nellitangaville in form. On the 20th o f the month, the 
colleries, with the Pulitaver at their head, attacked his camp, Tal
lying, as ufual, on all quarters at once, and perfirted until 100 o f 
them fe ll ; but they killed ten of Mahomed Iflbof’s men, and 
wounded feventy, and fome horfes.

A t this time the Myforeaxis on the frontiers o f Caroor, al
though profeffing peace, and difavowing the operations o f the go
vernor of Dindigul, did not prohibit their own horfe from foraging in 
the diftrifts, of which they had confented that the Englilh Ihould col- 
left the revenue until the Prertdency and their king had agreed 
concerning the reftitution of the fort. The crop on the ground was 
plentiful and ready to be c u t; and as the renewal of hortilities 
would only aggravate the evil they meant to revenge, Captain 
Richard Smith refolved to remain quiet until the harvert was ga

thered. Such was the rtate o f the fouthern countries at the end of 
the year.

The confumption o f provifions in Pondicherry had ever fince the 
month of Auguft exceeded the fupplies received. In November, 
when the black inhabitants were turned out, the foldiery were put 
to an allowance of a pound of rice a day, with a little meat at in
tervals. In the beginning of December, Mr. Lally caufed a .drift 
feared to be made in all the houfes of individuals, and what could be

found
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i '  60. found in them was brought to the citadel, from whence they were 
1— »-— ' diftributed indifcriminately to the military and inhabitants. T w o 

December. CQjonejs [ate}y arrived from France, men of family, deemed the

fearch in their apartments an affront, and fent word to Mr. Lally, 
that they would no longer act as officers ; but on every occafion 
as volunteers. But the event juftified the feverity; for by the 

end o f December, notwithftanding home fvpply had come in 
by the fea, the frock remaining in the public ftore was not more 
than the confumption of three days; and Mr. Lally, guided by 
certain information, determined that another fearch fhould be 
made ; on which father Lavaur, the fuperior of the Jefuits, who 
knew all the fecrets of the town, prevailed on him to defer it, pro- 
mifmg to produce a fufficiency for fifteen days more, but gave no 
expectation of farther fupply ; but the French agents with Viz- 
vazypunt fent hopes of fucceeding in their negotiation ; and on 
the laft day of the year intelligence was received in the Englifh 
camp, and fomewhat credited, that a large body o f Morattoes, with 
all the French horfe, were arrived from Cudapanatam at Trino- 
malee, and were going to Thiagar, from whence they intended, 
at all events, to puffi with provisions to Pondicherry.

The rains had ceafed for fome days, and the weather was re- 
ftored to its nfual temperance ; the fky bright, although the winds 
fometimes ftrong, which always, at this feafon, blow from the north, 
and near the coaft in the day from the fea, and at night from the 
land: but on the 30th of December, although the weather con
tinued fair, a large fwell came from the s. e . and the furf beat fo 
hollow and heavy, that no boats could pafs; which encreafed in the 
night. The next morning the wind frefhened, and the fky was 
clofe and dufky, but without that wild irregularity which prognofti- 
cates a ftorm ; and this afpedt did not change till noon, nor the wind 
encreafe until eight at night. There were in the road eight fail of 
the line, two frigates, the fire-fhip, and the fhip with fores from 
Madrals, in all 12 fail. From eight o’clock the wind blew in fqualls, 
every one ftronger than the laft, until 10, when the Admiral’s fhip, 
Norfolk, cut her cable, and fired the fignal for the other flips to

do
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do fo too; but tbe fignal guns were not heard, and the fhips, 1761.
in obedience to the difcipline o f the navy, rode until their
cables parted with the ftrain, when they with much difficulty J nuav
got before the wind, none able to fet more than a fingle fail,
and none without fplitting feveral. Every minute encreafed
the florm until twelve, by which time the wTind had veered from
the N. w. where it began, to the N. e . ; when it fuddenly fell
Hark calm with thick haze all round. In a few minutes the
wind flew up from the fouth-eaft, and came at once in full ftrength
with much greater fury than it had blown from the other quarter.

By the delay of not getting early under fail whilft the florm was from 
the north, moft of the fhips loft the opportunity of gaining fuffici- 
ent fea-room before it came on from the fouth-eaft. The firft guft 
o f this wind laid the Panther on her beams, and the fea breaking 
over her, Captain Affleck cut away the mizen ; and this not anfwer- 
ing, the main maft likewife, which broke below the upper deck, 
tore it up, and continued forne time encumbering over the fide o f 
the fhip without going clear off into the fea, until the fhock o f a 
wave fent it away. The fhip then righted, the reefed forefail ftocd, 
and brought her back into fourteen fathom water, when flhe dropped 
the fheet anchor ; but not bringing up, which means turning to ride 
with her head to the anchor, they cut away the fore-maft, which 
carried away the bowfprit, when the fhip came round; and thus 
rode out the ftorm. The America, Medway, and Falmouth, cutting 
away all their mafts on the different neceffities with the fame pru
dence, rode it out likewife, after they had anchored again nearly in 
the fame foundings as the Panther.

The Newcaftle, the Queenborough frigate, and the Protestor 
fire-fhip, returning with the s. e . ftorm, miftook their found
ings, and drove towards the fhore, without knowing- where they 
were, or attempting to anchor. The roaring of the furf was. 
not to be diftinguifhed in the general tumult o f the elements ; 
and the danger was not difcovered until it was too late, and the 
three fhips came afhore about two miles to the fouth of Pondi- 
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1761. cherry ; but only feven in all the crews periftied, who were knocked 
'— -v— > over board by the chock of ftriking aground.
Jjnuaiy. T h e Duke o f Aquitain, the Sunderland, and the Duke ftorefhip,

■ unfortunately preferred all their malts through both the Aortas, un
til they were driven back to the neceffity of anchoring; and in 
bringing up with them handing, all the three either broached to ,1 
or overfet, and went to the bottom. Eleven hundred Europeans , 
perifhed in thefe fhips ; only feven, and feven lafcars, were laved 

. out o f the crews, who were picked up the next day, floating on 
pieces of wreck.

T h e difference of the element prevented the deftruclion from be
ing equal at land ; but the ravage in proportion was not lefs. A ll 
the tents and temporary caferns of the ,camp on the Red-hill, and 
its out-polls, were blown to-pieces. The ammunition abroad for 
immediateTervi.ee was ruined. -Nothing remained undamaged that 
was riot under the Ihelter of mafonry, either at the redoubts of the 
bound-hedge, in the buildings at Oulgarrey., or in the fort of Ville- 
nore, where the main flock of gun-powder was depofited. The fol- 
diers, unable to carry off their mulkets, and reiifl the fform, had 
left them to . the ground, and were driven to feek ihelter for their 
own perfons wherefoever it was to be found. Many of the black 
attendants of the camp, from the natural feeblenefs of their con- 
ftitution, periftied by theinclemency of the hour. The fea had every 
where broken over; the beach, and overflowed the country as far as 
the bound-hedgeand all the batteries and redoubts which the army 
had raifecl were intirely ruined. But thefe detriments might be re
paired. The great anxiety remained for the other fhips o f the 
fquadron, whole fortune was not vet known.

T h e town of Pondichery beheld the ftorm and its effects 
as a deliverance lent from heaven. The fun rofe clear, and ftiewed 
the havoek fpread around. It was propofed by fome to march 
out immediately, and attack the Englilh arm y; but this operation 
was impracticable ; becaule no artillery could move through the 
inundation, nor could the troops carry their own ammunition dry,; 
©therwife three hundred men, properly armed, would not, for

three



three hours after day-light, have met with 100 together in a con- 1761. 
dition to refill; them. The wifh of every one then turned to expec- 1 v 
tation that the fhips from Madagafcar might arrive in the inter
val before the Englifh fhips in the road were repaired, or others 
joined them from the fea : but the excellence of the opportunity did 
not alter Mr. Lally’s miftruft of the resource; and letters were 
immediately difpatched to the agents at Puliacate, Tranquebar, and- 
Negapatam, ordering them to fend away provifions with inftant ex
pedition, at every rifque, on any kind of embarkation.

The anxiety for the miffing fhips continued until fun-fet of the 
next day, when the Norfolk with Admiral Stevens’s flag was difco- 
vered in the offing. The fhip, prepared at all points, before the 
fouth-eaft ftorm arofe, fcudded before it with a ftay-fail, without 
lofmg a maft, and without being obliged to anchor until the wind 
fell, when in the morning they difcovered Sadrafs. The apprehen- 
lion of more bad weather made the Admiral put out again to fea ; 
when he met the Liverpool, entirely difmafted. This fhip, having 
parted her cable, and got under fail before the others, had gained more 
fea-room than any of them ; but the fouth-eaft ftorm had carried 
away all her m ails; foon after they were joined by the Grafton, 
who gave, the welcome information that fhe had left, on the 28th 
of December, the Lenox, Admiral Cornifh, with the York, and 
Weymouth, 30 leagues off the land : they were all returning to
gether from Trincomaly : the Grafton, after parting with them, met 
hard weather during the hours in which the ftorm was raging near 
the coaft. The Admiral, leaving her to take care of the Liver
pool, anchored in the road of Pondicherry the next morning, and 
they in the afternoon. The other three fhips came in the next 
day. On the 7th came in the Salifbury, with the prize la Compagnie 
des Indes, likewife from Trincomaly, and the Tyger from Madrafs, 
where the violence of the ftorm had not reached. No more were 
to be expefted; for the Elizabeth and the South fea-caftle, want
ing the dock, were failed for Bombay, with the two other prizes, 
the Hermione and Baleine. But by this time, the four difmafted 
fhips, although not quite refitted, were again in a condition to 
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i76r. a<ft on neceffity; and thus in a week after the dorm, which had 
l-—v— ' raifed fuch hopes of deliverance in the garrifon of Pondicherry, they
January. f a w  their road again blockaded by eleven fail o f the line, and although 

three of them were only of 50 guns, all were manned above their 
complements by the addition of the crews which had been faved 
from the three ftranded fhips. Their boats continually cruizing, 
intercepted, or drove away whatfoever embarkations came towards 
the road with provifions; but feveral boats which were launched from 
the town in the three nights immediately after the dorm, favoured 
by the wind, the current, and the darknefs, efcaped to the fouth- 
ward. In one of them Mr. Lally fent away Rajahfaheb, the fon 
o f Chundafaheb, who, ever fmce the defeat of Vandiwafh, had re- 
fided with his family in Pondicherry; he landed at Negapatam, 
and from thence palled to Ceylon in the charader of an elephant- 
merchant.

Every diligence was exerted to redo re the works and dations of 
the army to the condition from which they had been difmantled 
by the dorm. Reports o f the Morattoes continued, and the ad
vantages Oj. the prelent opportunity increafed the apprehenlions of 
their attempts to throw provifions into the town. The bound hedge 
and its redoubts remained as before a diffident defence as far as they 
extended; but the fouth fide of the blockade along the river of 
Ariancopang was laid open by the ruin o f the two batteries on the 
coco-nut and fand illand, and of the dar redoubt on the fpit of fand 
over againd the bar ; which could not be redored in ten days ; and 

- the ton'ent of the river prevented the immediate tranfport of men and 
materials to let about the work. Colonel Coote therefore deter
mined, as foon as the river fubfided, to furprize St. Thomas’s re
doubt, which, whild it remained as at prefent without oppofition 
on the other Ihore, would protect the pallage o f what convoys the 
garrifon might exp ed ; but i f  taken, would preclude their approach 
even more efficacioufiy than the pods on this the blockade which 
tne dorm had ruined. The waters fell fufficiently on the 5th, and 
the detachment intended for the attack, having previoufiy adembled 
A t the Ariancopang redoubt, which dood above at the extremity o f 
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th e  b o u n d -h e d g e , an d  on th e  fam e fide o f  th e  r iv e r , m a rch ed  d o w n  1 7 6 1 .  

a fte r  it w a s  d a r k  u n d e r th e  b a n k , w h ic h  w a s  B e e p  and (kirted  b y  a  1— v— ' 

fan d , T h e  re d o u b t ftood  at th e  o p e n in g , b u t o n  th e  fa rth e r  fide, o f  a Januarj> 

c h a n n e l ,  w h ic h  ftr ik es  to  th e  n o r th  fro m  th e  m a in  b o d y  o f  th e  r iv e r , 

a n d  carries w a te r  in to  th e  d itch e s  o f  th e  to w n . A  F r e n c h  o fficer, w it h  

t h r e e  tro o p ers  o f  h is  n a tio n , w h o  h ad  ta k e n  fe rv ice  in  th e  E n g li f f i  

a r m y , cro fted  fir ft, w h i l f t  C o lo n e l C o o te  h im fe lf ,  w it h  th e  re ft o f  th e  

d e ta c h m e n t, h a lted  on  th e  n e th e r  fide o f  th e  c h a n n e l. T h e  o ffice r  

w a s  c h a lle n g e d , and a n fw e re d  th a t  h e  ca m e  fr o m  th e  to w n  w it h  a 

p a r ty , w h ic h  M r .  L a l l y  h ad  fe n t  o f f  in  h a fte , o n  in te llig e n c e  th a t  

th e  E n g l i f h  in te n d e d  to  a tta c k  th e  red o u b t th is  v e r y  n ig h t . H e  w a s  

b e lie v e d , a n d  a d m itte d ; an d  C o lo n e l C o o te  h e a r in g  n o  b u ftle  or f ir in g , 

im m e d ia te ly  fe n t o v e r  th e  fr o n t  o f  h is  p a r ty , w h o ,  as foon  as th e ir  

n u m b e rs  w e r e  fu ffic ie n t, d eclare d  th e m fe lv e s , and th rea ten e d  to  p u t  

th e  w h o le  g u a rd  to  d e a th , i f  a fin g le  m an  m ad e th e  le a ft n o ife , or a t

te m p te d  to  e fca p e. A l l  o b e y e d , e x c e p tin g  one C a ffr e , w h o  fto le  a w a y  

u n p e rc e iv e d . T h e y  co n fifte d  o f  a fe rje a n t, five  g u n n e rs , five  C a ffre s , 

a n d  fe m e  S e p o y s . T h e  c h i e f  e n g in e e r , M r . C a l l ,  fo llo w e d  w it h  th e  

pioneer com pany o f  5 0  E u r o p e a n s , an d  10 0  E a fc a r s , c a r r y in g  g a -  

- b io n s , fafcin .es, an d  to o ls , w i t h  w h ic h  t h e y  im m e d ia te ly  fe t to  w o r k  

t o  c lo fe  a n d  re tre n c h  th e  g o r g e ; o v e r  w h ic h  i t  w a s  in ten d ed  w h e n  

n e c e ffa ry  to  tu r n  th e  g u n s  a g a in ft  th e  to w n . A t  on e  in  th e  m o r n in g  

b lu e  l ig h ts  appeared o v e r  th e  ra m p a rts  a lo n g  th e  fo u th  fr o n t, as i f  th e  

g a rr ifo n  a p p reh en d ed  fb m e a tta c k  o n  th e ir  w a lls .  S o o n  a fter th e y  b eg a n  

to  fire  f in g le  (h o t u p o n  th e  re d o u b t, w h ic h  ca m e w it h  fu c h  g ood  a im , 

th a t  th e  p a r ty  at w o r k  th r e w  th e  g u n s  o u t o f  th e ir  carriages o n  

th e  g r o u n d , to  p referve  th e m . A t  tw o , e v e r y  th in g  w a s  q u ie t  

in  th e  t o w n ,  a n d  th e  w o r k  fo rw a rd , w h e n  C o lo n e l C o o te  w e n t  

a w a y  to  g e t  re ft at h is  h e a d  q u arters at O u lg a r r y ,  le a v in g  a l ie u 

te n a n t  o f  a r t ille r y , w it h  th e  40 E u ro p e a n s, and 10 0  S e p o y s , in  

t h e  re d o u b t, w h ic h  th e  o ffic e r  w a s  ordered  to  d efen d  to  th e  la ft  

e x tr e m it y .  T h e  w o r k m e n  h a d  fin iih e d , an d  w e r e  w ith d r a w n  a t  

f o u r  o ’ c lo c k . A t  five , th e  re d o u b t w a s  a tta ck e d  b y  th e  fo u r  c o m 

p a n ie s  o f  g ren a d ie rs  fr o m  th e  g a r r i f o n : th e y  affau ited  o n  e v e r y
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1761. fide at once, few fired, and all puttied with fixed bayonets .through 
v— ' the ditch over the parapet. The refiftance was not equal either

January. £o ^  fhength of the poft, for it was dotted on all fides; or to 
. the nuiDber of the guard, which were, including the Sepoys, 170. 

men. Some ettcaped by jumping over the parapet; a few were 
killed, and the greateft part, with the officer, furrendered themfelves 
prifoners. A t noon, Mr. Lally fent back all who had been, taken, 
to the Engiitti camp, for want of provifions to feed them ; but-on 
condition, that they ttiould not act again. This difcovery o f the 
diftrefs of the garrifon could only be required or warranted by the 
utmoft neceffity. However, Mr. Lally might fuppofe, that the pri
foners had not time to learn the wortt: o f what the town was en
during, and that they could not tell fo much as deferters.

On the failure of this attempt, a large portion of the working 
parties was allotted to complete the redoubt on the fpit of fand, 
which was to replace that which had been wattied away. It was 
raifed for the advantage o f higher ground, three hundred yards in 
the rear of the former ; its fcale fufficient to contain 400 men, and 
to mount 16 guns in different directions. Equal attention was given 
to repair and complete the Hanover battery, where, from the iownefs 
of the fituation, much labour was' requifite to clear the water, which 
had filled the trench that communicated with it from fome inclofures 
in the rear. The only fire from the town was to interrupt the 
workmen here, but with little effedt. On the 7th, the Com
pany’s ttiip Falmouth arrived from Madrafs, laden with battering 
cannon, ammunition, and ttores, to replace what had. foundered 
in the Duke : and on the pth another ttiip brought Mr. Pigot the 
governor, with Mr. Dupre, one of the council,, and Captain Robert 
Barker, who had been to Madrafs to fuperintend the embarkation o f 
the ftores and artillery, which Captain Hiflop and he were now to 
direct againtt: the town.

A t this time the Nabob received intelligence that his agents had 
concluded a negotiation with the Morattoe general Vizvazypunt. 
Allen, and the Bifhop of Halicarnaflus, had added the offer o f Thiagar 
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to Gingee, and the payment of 500,000 rupees for their affiftance, 1761. 
and profered fubftantial fhroffs as fecurity; how this wary tribe o f p—v— ’ 
money-changers were induced to this venture, when there was 
not fo much in Pondicherry, nor likely to come,, remains un
accountable. Either Vizvazipunt himfelf muft have encouraged 
them to hand forth in appearance, that he might obtain the higheft 
terms from the Nabob ; or feme fecret enemy of the Nabobs who was 
to gain advantage by the march of the Morattoes into the Carnatic, 
and the fupport of Pondicherry, muft have proved to the fhroffs the 
certainty of producing the money before the payment fhould fall 
upon their fecurity; in this cafe we fee no one but Hyderally to 
conjecture. The Nabob’s agents were lb perplexed by the fact, that 
they rofe by degrees from the fame fum of 500,000 rupees with 
which they had begun, and concluded for two millions, of which 
one was to be paid in 20 days, and the other in nine months ; on 
which Vizvazipunt told the French reprefentatives, that they nad. 
no affiftance to expeft from h im ; and Allen and the Bifhop 
went away with their troops, who were 200 Europeans mounted, 
and 100 on foot, to Hyderally in Bengalore, which is five days 
from Cudapanatam. T he Nabob, on this important oecafion, as 
indeed on all others ever fince he wras convinced of the pro
bability of taking Pondicherry, enlarged himfelf with more de- 
cifion and fpirit, than he had ever exerted fince his government, 
and firft connexion with the Englifh nation ; and as the fmalleft 
undiflembled excefles of the mind tell more than the whole com- 
pofure of political reafon, he never failed to afk Colonel Coote 
every day, whether he was lure, and when, Pondicherry would 
fur render. Advices were at the fame time received from Captain 
Prefton, that he had attacked the pettah of Thiagar, which hands 
on the plain, and after fome refiftance carried both the mud-walls; 
on which the French troops who defended it ran to the rock, 
and faved themfelves in the fortifications above,, which could only 
be aifaulted by furprize, or reduced by famine or bombardment: he 
had already begun to throw (hells from two howitzers, and was wait

ing



7 16 T h e  W a r  o v  C o r o m a n d e l . Book XXII.

1 7 6 1 .  in g  fo r m o rta rs  fro m  M a d ra fs . T h e f e  ad vices rem oved  a n y  fa r th e r  

a p p reh en fio n s  o f  fu e co u rs  g e t t in g  in to  P o n d ic h e r r y  fro m  th e  la n d .  

B y  th e  m o r n in g  o f  th e  1 0 t h ,  th e  H a n o v e r  b a tte r y  w a s  co m p le a te d ; 

b u t  b efo re  it  o p en ed . C o lo n e l C o o te , w it h  fe v e ra l o ffic e rs , advanced 

fr o m  th e  V il le n o r e  re d o u b t, to  re co n n o itre  th e  b afh o n s o f  th e 

to w n . A s  th e y  w e r e  h a n d in g  abo u t 800 y a rd s  fr o m  th e  w a lls ,  a 

f la g  appeared  a p p ro a ch in g . C o lo n e l C o o te  P en t fo r w a rd  h is  a id - 

d e -ca m p  lie u te n a n t D u e fp e , (n o t  th e  o ffic e r  w e  h a v e  m e n tio n e d  

a t V a n d iv a fh )  to  re ceive  h is  m efia g e  o r  le tte rs . T w o  o th e r  o fficers  

a cc o m p a n ie d  D u e fp e , a n d  w e n t  on  in th e  aven ue le a d in g  fr o m  

th e  V il le n o r e  red o u b t to  th e  g la c is , u n t i l  th e y  w e re  c h a lle n g e d  b y  

th e  ce n trie s , and ord ered  to  re tire ; b u t n o t  o b e y in g , a  {hot w a s  

fired  fr o m  a fix -p o u n d e r  o n  th e  V il le n o r e  g a te , w h ic h  m ilted  th e m , 

b u t  u n fo r tu n a te ly  ft r u c k  an d  k ille d  D u e fp e , as h e  w as ca lk in g  to  

th e  m e fle n g e r . C o lo n e l C o o te  fe n t to  d e m a n d  fa t is fa d io n  fo r th e  

o u tr a g e , fu p p o fin g  it  u n p ro v o k e d . M r . L a l l y  co n fin ed  th e  o fficers 

o n  d u ty  at th e  g a te , and th e  n e x t  d a y  fe n t  h is  a id -d e -ca m p  to  e x p la in  

th e  m ifc h a n c e , fo r  w h ic h  h e  e x p refied  m u c h  co n ce rn .

A  fe w  h o u rs  a fte r  D u e fp e  w as k i l le d ,  th e  H a n o v e r  b a tte r y  

op en ed  w it h  ten  g u n s , f ix  w e r e  tw e n t y - f o u r ,  a n d  fo u r e ig h te e n -  

p o u n d e rs , a n d  w it h  th re e  m o rta rs , t w o  o f  th ir te e n  an d  o n e  o f  te n  

in c h e s . T h e  fix  g u n s  o n  th e  le f t  fired  u p o n  th e  w e ft  fa ce  o f  th e  

N* w ' b a ftio n , an d  o f  th e  co im te r? g u a rd  b efo re  it . T h e  tw o  n e x t  

u p o n  th e  n e x t  b aftio n  o n  th e  le f t ,  w h ic h  w a s  f in a ll ,  a n d  m o u n t

ed  o n ly  th re e  g u n s :  i t  w a s  ca lle d  S t. J o fe p h . T h e  tw o  o th e r  

g u n s  o n  th e  r ig h t  b attered  th e  tw o  p r o je c t in g  to w e rs  fta n d ln g  

o n  e a c h  fide o f  th e  V a ld o r e  g a te , w h ic h  had a g o o d  r a v e lin  

m  fr o n t  b e tw e e n  th e m . T h e  m o rta rs  fire d  v a r io u fly . T h e  fire  

o f  th e  ca n n o n  ceafed  in  th re e  h o u rs , b u t th e  m o rta rs  c o n tin u e d  

a t  in te rv a ls  th r o u g h o u t th e  d a y . T h e  g a rr ifo n  re tu rn e d  v e r y  f p a - 

r m g ly .  1  h e  n e x t d a y , th e  n t h ,  th e  b a t te r y ,  h a v in g  been da-

V ?  ° WI1 ^  fired le fs ’ an d  t h e  to w n  m o re , w i t h  the 
' ad d ition  o f  (h ells  fro m  t w o  m o rta rs  in  th e  V a ld o r e  ra v e lin , w h ic h

fe v e ra l tim es fe ll  in  a n d  n ear th e  H a n o v e r  b a t te r y ;  w h ic h  n ever- 

tn e le fs  op ened  a g a in  th e  n e x t  m o r n in g  q u ite  rep aired , and w it h

g re a t



gteat vivacity ; but the enemy neither in this nor the preceding 1761.
night had given any repair to the n . w . baftion, and its counter-

guard; which, in confequence o f this neglect, had very little fire ' *
to return, nor did much come from the baftion of St. Jofeph, or
the works of the Valdore gate. Many deferters came over in thefe two
nights, and their accounts agreed of the difmal diftrefs of the gar-

rifon. The Englifh army, on the contrary, received the confirmation
o f a report, that more forces from England (fent by the fame fpirit
as the others) were arrived at Anjengo, on the coaft of Malabar.
fix hundred men, the remainder of the highland regiment, had
embarked in the month of May in five of the company’s fhips and
two men of war of the line. Three of the company’s and one of
the men of war arrived at Anjengo on the 15th of December, and
the others were daily expedted there.

T he redoubt on the fpit o f land to the fouth was compleated by 
the night of the 12th, and the workmen and tools recalled, to ferve at 
the opening of the trenches, for which all the materials were by this 
time colleded. The Hanover battery fired little through the 13th, 
and received only a few fhells. In the beginning o f the night, all 
appointed for the trenches were aftembled at the bleaching town.
T h ey were 700 Europeans draughted from the rank and file, 400 
lafcars, the pioneer company of 70 Europeans, and 200 coolies: 
there were likewife 400 oxen, with their drivers, one to threes 

The ground was opened, under cover, juft within the Ikirt of the 
bleaching town, in the part neareft the beach. After three ftiort 
returns, the trench was brought to the outfide of the houfes, 
and from hence pufhed on obliquely in one ftreight line, until 
it palled crofs the high road leading from the Madrafs gate, on the 
other fide of which road, the intended battery was to be eredfced.
This oblique trench was 480 yards long, and from its termination 
was continued another of 280 yards, parallel to the defences o f 
the town. T w o fhort trenches continued, one from each end 
o f  this parallel, and fell in with, the two ends of the intended 
battery, which was to be confirudted 40 yards in front; and the 
parallel in the rear was to be the ftation o f the main guard for

the



j „ $ Im the fop-port of the battery, if  attacked. A ll tills work, compre-
'-~v—•> hending 800 yards, flickered on the le ft  by gabions, fafcines, and
January. was executed by the European foldiery, divided into com

panies, all working at the fame time according to the trace, on the 
different ground allotted to each divifion ; whilft the 400 lafcars, 
and the, 200 coolies, were employed in bringing the materials, not ' 
only to them, but to the battery, where the pioneers were 
at work, as requiring more knowledge and exaftnefs ; who before 
the morning; had finifoed fix embrafures in the battery; to which, 
likewife, the oxen had brought the cannon from the artillery- 

- park, which had been formed near the lea-lhofe, juft without 
the bound-hedge. It was foarcely poflible for the fame number 
of hands to have .done more work in the fame time. Colonel 
Coote, and the principal officers, palled the night in the trenches, 
and were accompanied by .Mr. Pigot and Mr. Dupre. The town, 
to their great furprize, although blue lights often appeared on 
the walls, did not fire a Angle foot to interrupt the work. Care 
had been .taken to leffen the ufual noife, by not driving the 
picquets of the gabions into the earth with the entrenching tools; 
neverthelefs, fo many perfons, continually bufy, the found of the 
carriages and oxen, and the call of their drivers could foarcely re
main unheard-; as the battery was within 450 yards of the walls. 
Juft before day-light all the workmen were withdrawn, and 100 
Europeans, with 300 Sepoys, were polled in the parallel, and ano
ther party of the fame number in the cover of the village at the 
tail of the trenches, in order to fupport the foremoft guard. The 
embrafures that were finilhed were left malked ; becaufe there had 
not been time to lay down the platforms for the guns. Neverthe
lefs, it was expected, that the garrifon would fire hotly the enfuing 
day, were it only to damage the parapet of the battery.

T h ey were doubtlefs aftonifoed at the work they law done ; but, 
only fired now and then, and only fingle (hot at a time ; obferv- 
Ing which, the chief engineer fent carpenters, who laid down the plat
forms, without receiving any hurt. The- Hanover battery fired 
throughout the day, with all its artillery and redoubled vivacity,

which



which before night filenced all the guns again ft which it opened ; 1761.
on the n . w . baftion and its counter-guard, on St. Jofeph’s, on the 't—v_—'
two demi-baflions, and on the ravelin of the Valdore gate. I;”

A t night the pioneers, with 300 Lafcars, went to work again 
at the royal battery; and the town, having well marked the aim, 
kept up a fmart fire of fhot, grape, and mulketry, which 
killed or dangeroufly wounded 12 men in the battery. Several.
(bowers o f rain fell in the night, which gave apprehenfion that 
the enemy would fally ; but they refrained, and before day-light 
the battery was compleated. It was called the royal, and contained 
eleven twenty-four pounders, and on the left three heavy mortars. It 
opened early in the morning, and, feconded by the crofs and enfilading 
fire of the Hanover battery with 1 o guns, foon filenced all the defences 
which bore upon i t ; excepting a gun or two on the baftion next the 

beach. Inadlivity joined necefiity in this unaccountable aban
don of defence ; which was fo great, that, what rarely happens 
until all commanding works are entirely demolifhed, men were fet, 
and continued at work throughout the day, along the whole line of 
the trenches, fixing more fecurely the gabions, ramming down the 
earth, and fmoothing the tops of the parapet, that the troops, i f  
fallied upon in the enfuing night, might fire over them with cer
tainty and fafety. A party was draughted to begin, as foon as it 
was dark, another battery o f fix guns, 300 yards nearer to the 
beach, and i 50 nearer the walls : it was intended to deflroy the 
flanks o f the feveral baftions, which the royal battery could only 
take in reverfe.

As the fun was fetting, Colonel Coote coming, as was his cuflom, 
to fupervife the batteries, faw a flag advancing in the Villenore 
avenue; who, being challenged, announced the approach of a de
putation. They came on foot, the town having neither horfes or 
palankin bearers to carry them, and Colonel Coote received them at 
his head-quarters at Oulgarry. The deputies were Colonel Durre, 
commandant of the king’s artillery, father Lavaur, faperior of the 
Jefuits, Moracin and Courtin, members of the council, with Tobin 
ferving as interpreter,

V o l . II. 4 Z  Colonel



Colonel Durre delivered a memorial figned by Mr. Lally o f the 
January."* following purport: 44 That the Engliih had taken Chanderna-

44 gore againft the faith of the treaties o f neutrality which had a1- 
44 ways fublided between the European nations in Bengal, and ef- 
“  pecially between the Engliih and French ; and this at a time, when 
44 that fettlement had jud rendered the Engliih the mod fignal fer- 
44 vices, as well by refuting to join the Nabob Surajah Dowlah in 
44 the attack of Calcutta, as by receiving and fuccouring the inha- 
“  bitants of this colony, after their defeat and difperfion; by 
44 which protection they were enabled to remain in the province, and 
44 by this continuance to recover their fettlements ; as Mr. Pigot had
44 acknowledged in a letter to the government of Pondicherry._”
That 44 the goverment of Madrafs had refufed to fulfil the con- 
“  ditions of a cartel concluded between the two crowns, although 
44 Mr. Pigot had at fird accepted the cartel, and commiffioners had 
41 been appointed on both fides to meet at Sadrafs, in order to fettle
44 amicably v/hatfoever difficulties might occur in the execution.”_
44 This conduct o f the Engliih (Mr. Lally goes on) puts it out of 
44 his power, as refponfible to the court o f France, to propofe any 
44 capitulation for the city of Pondicherry.”—44 The troops of the 
44 king and company furrender themfelves, for want of provi- 
44 fions, prifoners of war to his Britannic Majedy, conformably 
44 to the terms of the cartel, which Mr. Lally claims for the 
44 civil inhabitants and citizens, and for the exercife of the 
44 Roman religion, the religious houfes, hofpitals, chaplains, fur- 
44 geons, domedicks, See. referring to the two courts to decide a 
44 proportional reparation for the violations of treaties fo folemnly ef- 
44 tablifhed.”—44 In confequence, Mr. Coote may to-morrow morn- 
44 mg at eight o’clock take poffeffion of the Villenore-gate, and on 
44 the fame hour the next day of the gates of the citadel (Fort Louis); 
44 and as he Has the force in his own hands, he may dictate fuch far- 
44 they difpofuions as he may think proper.”—44 From a principle of 
44 judice and humanity alone I demand (thefe are Mr. Lally’s words) 
44 that the mother and fiders of Rajahfaheb be permitted to feek an 

a ylum wherefoever they fhall think proper, or that they re-

44 main



c£ ma]n prifoners with the Englifh, and be not delivered into the 1761.^ 
44 hands o f Mahomed A lly Cawn, hill tinged with the blood of the 
6i father and hufband, which he fhed, to the fhame indeed of tnofe 
■ « who delivered up Chundafaheb to him, but to the fhame likewife 
44 of the commander of the Englifh army, w no ought not to have fuf=
44 fered inch a barbarity to have been committed in his camp.” —
44 Being himfelf confined by the cartel in the declaration which he 
44 is now making to Mr. Coote, Mr. Lally confents that the mem- 
44 bers of the council of Pondicherry make their own reprefentations,
44 on what may more immediately concern their particular interefts,

44 and thofe of the colony.”
Father Lavaur and the other deputies prefented another memo

rial drawn up by the governor and the council of Pondicherry, 
containing the'followmg requisitions. -  That no hurt thonld be 
“  done to the inhabitants; their houfes be preceived, then effedN 
« and mercantile goods left to their own difpofal: that all who 
44 chofe might remain in their habitations, and were to be con- 
44 fidered as Britifh fubjefts, and enjoy their former poffeffions and 
44 advantages. In their favour the Roman Catholic religion was 
44 to be maintained; the churches, the houfes o f  the ecclefiallies,
44 and the religious orders, whether within or without the city, to be 
•« preferved with every thing belonging to them; the miflionaries free 
•« to 0-0 and come, and receive under the Englifh flag the fame pro- 
44 teSion as they had under the French.”  44 No buildings or edifices,
“  and no part of the fortifications, were to be demolifhed, until the 
44 decifion of the refpective fovereigns.” — “  I he records in the 
44 resifter-office, on which the fortunes of individuals depend, were 
44 to remain under the care of the prefent depofitanes, and be fent 
44 to France, at their diferetion.” — 44 Not only the inhabitants who 
44 were French,' but o f whatfoever other nation eftabiifhed at Pon- 
44 dicherry for their. commerce, were to participate of thefe con-
44 ditions ”_“  The Creoles of Bourbon and Mauritius, of whom
44 the number, including five officers, are 41, having ferved only us 
44 volunteers, fhall have liberty to return home by-thefirft oppor-
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1761. 44 tunity.” — 44 Safeguards were to be furnifhed to prevent diforders.”
'— V~~J “  And all thefe conditions were to be executed with good faith.”
J 1 ** Colonel Coote gave an anfwer in writing to Mr. Lally’s memorial,

fignifying, that “  the particulars of the capture of Chandcrnagore 
44 were before his Britannic Majefty, which precluded him from 
44 entering into any difcuffion on this fubject, neither could he admit 
44 that it had any relation to the furrender o f Pondicherry.” “  That 
44 the difpute which had arifen concerning the cartel remained as yet 
44 undecided, by which it was out of his power to confent that the 
44 troops in Pondicherry fhould' be deemed prifoners on the terms 
“  of that cartel; but that they muft furrender prifoners of war,, to 
46 be treated at his difcretion, which fhould not be deficient in hu- 

inanity.” “ That the gates of the town and citadel fhould be- 
44 taken poffeflion of by the Engjifh troops at the hours propofed by 
44 Mr. Tally.”  44 That the mother and fillers of Rajahfaheb fhould 
44 be efcorted to Madrafs, where proper care fhould be taken for 
44 their fafety, and that they fhould not on any account be delivered 
44 into the hands o f the Nabob Mahomedally.” T o the other de
puties Colonel Coote only faid, that their proportions were anfwered 
in his anfwer to Mr. Lally : they returned into the town, at mid
night..

The next morning, it was the 16th of January, the grenadiers 

o f Coot eh regiment marched from the camp, and took poflefiion 
of the Villenore gate. Colonel Coote dined with Mr. L ally; who, 
apprehenfive of tumult or diforders, confented that the citadel fhould 
be delivered up in the evening, that the foldiers might be put under 
confinement before night.. Accordingly more troops marched in from 
the camp ; and in the afternoon the garrifon drew up under arms on . 
the parade: before the citadel, and the Englifh troops facing them ; 
Colonel. Coote then, reviewed the line, which, exclufive of comm5f- 

. honed officers, invalids, and others who had hid themfelves-, amount
ed to 1 loo, all wearing the face of famine, fatigue, or difeafe. The 
gienauiers of Lorrain and Lally, once the ableffc bodied men in tbs 
army, appeared the mofc impaired, having-coftftantly put themfelves 
forward to every lervice ; and it was recollected, that from their firfl

landing,.
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landing, throughout all the fervices of the field and blockade, not a 1761. 
man of them had ever deferted to the Englilh army. The victor foldier j anuaryk 
gave his figh (which none but banditti could refufe) to this folemn 
contemplation of the fate o f  war, which might have been his own.
The French troops, after they were reviewed, marched into the citadel,, 
where they depofited their arms in heaps, and were then conducted to; 

their prifons.
The next morning the Englifh flag was hoifted in the town, and 

its difplay was received by the falute of a thou land pieces of can
non, from every gun of every fhip in the road, in all the Englilh 
pods and. batteries, the field-artillery of the line; and on the ramparts- 

and defences o f Pondicherry.
T he furrender was inevitable, for at the fcanty rate of the- 

wretched provifions, to which the garrifon had for fome -time 
been reduced, there did not remain fufficient to fupply them two 
days more. Neverthelefs, the deteftation againft Mr. Lally, if  
pofiible, increafed, as the foie author of the calamity, and, no longer 
refrained by his authority, broke out in the mod vindictive expref- 
fions o f menace and reproach. The third day after the furrender was 
appointed for his departure to Madrafs. In the forenoon of this day 
a troop of officers, moftly of the French Company’s battalion, 
went up the fteps of the government houfe, towards his apart
ments, where they were met by his aid de camp, whom they in- 
i'ulted ; and were difperfed by the guard, which came up on the 
quarrel. This troop then affembled' and waited below at the gate of 
the citadel until one o’clock. Mr. Lally did not move until the clofe 
of the day; his eficort was 15 Englifh huflars, and four troopers of 
his own guard he came out in his palankin, and at the gate were 
p-athered a hundred perfons, moftly officers, with them the coun- 
fellors Moracin and Courtin. As foon as Mr. Lally appeared, a hue 
was fet up by the whole afiembly, hides, pointing, threats, and 
every abufive name ; but the efcort prevented violence* Mr. Dubois* 
the King’s commifiary, who was to proceed with Mr. Lally, came 
out o f the fort an hour after, but on foot; the fame affembly hadi
continued on the parade, and fhoweredthe fame abufes.. Dubois -

ftopt?i
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1761. ftopt, and faid he would anfwer any one. One Defer ftept out, they 

drew, and the fecond pafs laid Dubois dead, who was 60 years o f  
January,  ̂ fhort-fighted, and always wore fpeftacles. No one would affift

his fervants to remove and bury the corpfe ; and his death, vio
lent and iniquitous as it was, was treated as a meritorous a d : his 
papers were immediately taken poileffion of by the regifter. It was 
known, that he had, ever ftncehis arrival at Pondicherry, compofed 
pro tells on the part of the King again ft all the diforders and irregu
larities which came to his knowledge in any of the departments o f 
the government and the collection was very voluminous; but none 

of his papers have ever appeared.
T he total number of the European military taken in the town, 

including fervices attached to the troops, was 2072 ; the civil inhabi
tants were 381 ; the artillery fit for fervice were 500 pieces of can
non, and 1 oo mortars and howits. The ammunition, arms, weapons, 
and military ftores, were in equal abundance.

On the 4th day after the furrender, Mr. Pigot demanded of Co
lonel Coote, that Pondicherry fhould be delivered over to the Pre- 
fidency o f Madrafs, as having become the property o f the EngUih Eaft 
India Company. A council of war, compofed of the two admirals., 
and four poft-captains of the fquadron, Colonel Coote and three 
Majors of the king’s troops, aflembled, to deliberate on this de
mand ; and required the authority on which it was made. Mr. Pigot 
in lifted on the king’s.patent, dated the 14th o f January 1758, which 
regulates the Company’s fhare and title to captures. The council 
of war deemed the patent incompetent to the pretenfton. Mr. Pigot, 
as the fnorteft way, declared, that if  Pondicherry were not delivered, 
the .Preiidency of Madrafs would not furnilh money either for the 
fubfiftence of the King’s troops, or the French prifoners. This con- 
clulion barred all farther argument, for neither the Admiral, nor 
the commander of the King’s troops, were authorized to draw 
bills on the government in England for fuch a contingency. The 
council of war, therefore, fubmitted to the requifition, but protefted 
again ft the infult it conveyed againft the King’s prerogative, and 
declared the Preiidency refponlible for the confequences.

During
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During this difcuffion, Colonel Coote detached eight companies 1761. 

of Sepoys, under the command of Captain Stephen Smith, to mveft 
the forts of Gin-gee ; and a convoy of military ft ores were fent from 
the camp to Major Prefton, who was continuing the blockade of

Thiagar.
The Nabob .requefted and expe&ed that the army, after the necef- 

fary repofe, would accompany him againft fuch chiefs and feudatories, 
whom he wiftied or had pretenfions to call to account, either for con
tempts of his authority, or for tributes unfettled, or withheld. He 
had not forgiven the rebellion of his half-brother Nazeabulla of 
Nelore. His indignation had never ceafed againft Mortizally, the 
Kellidar of Velore, who, as well as the three greater Polygars to 
the north, and of Arielore, and Woriorepollam to the fouth, were 
fufpedted of hidden treafures ; ftill more the greater and leffer Mora- 
vars; and the king of Tanjore, wealthier than all, fcarcely con- 

ftdered the Nabob as his fuperior.
But the Prefidency had other attentions to regard ; their trealury 

and credit was exhaufted in the redudion of Pondicherry ; the care 
o f 2500 French prifoners required ftrong guards and no little ex
pence. Bengal was engaged in hoftilities, wanted troops, and could 
lend no money. Bombay had extended its military concerns by the 
ncquifition of the caftle of Surat in the beginning of the year 1759, 
which had induced the neceffity of other important attentions in that 
part of the continent; and they were at this time earneftly requeft- 
ing the return of all the troops they had fent to Coromandel. The 
fadorv at Tellichery likewife advifed, that they intended to ftop the 
troops which were juft arrived and expeded in the fhips from Eng
land, and waited only the orders of their fuperiors at Bombay to 
attack the French fettlement atMahe, in which fervice they requefted 
what affiftance could be fpared from Coromandel. It was ftill un
certain what was become of the French fquadron; the Engliftv 
fquadron wanted 'their marines, and were enjoined a fecret fervice 
from England, in which Madrafs was to affift. Thefe views and 
confiderations appeared to the Prefidency of more immediate impor
tance than the indulgence of the triumphal notions which fwelled

the



1761. the mind of the Nabob, whofe joy at the reduaion of Pondicherry, 
y -v— ' although the arfenal which had forged all the anxieties of his life, 

-was immediately imbittered by this interruption to' the future con
quers he had fo near at heart: and, unwilling to continue in the 
Carnatic without the entire predominance of his authority, he retired 
-as it were in difguft with vi&ory to Tritchinopoly, where he arrived 
on the 15th of February.

February. Four hundred of the French prifoners were Pent to Madrafs, and 
the Highlanders, fix companies, with fome artillery-men, and four 
companies of Sepoys, marched thither to reinforce the garrifon ; 200 
'wereTent to Tritchinopoly under the efcort of 100 Europeans, and 
Tome Sepoys. The reft of the prifoners remained in the dungeons 
o f Pondicherry, until they could be otherwife difpofed o f ; and 300 
Europeans, including the pioneer company, and 50 artillery-men, 
with the troop of European horfe, and four companies of Sepoys, 
were appointed to garriIon the town. The troops from Bombay, 
being 120 of the king’s artillery, and 190 common infantry, belong
ing to that prefidency, embarked in two fhips to return thither ; the 
-marines were refiored to the fquadron ; the red: o f the army went 
into cantonments at Cuddalore.

The court of France had inftruftedMr. Imlly to deftroy the ma
ritime poffeffions of the Englifh nation in India, which might fall 
to their arms. Thefe inftructions had been intercepted ; and, in con- 
fequence of them, the court of Directors of the Englifh Eaft-India 
Company had ordered their Prefidencies to retaliate the fame 
meafure on the French fettlements, whenever in their powder. A c
cordingly Mr. Pigot, with the approbation o f the council o f Madrafs, 
refolved to demolifh the fortifications of Pondicherry ; and as Mr. 
Stevens fignified his intention to repair forthwith to Bombay, in 
-order to refit his fquadron, the demolition was commenced without 
delay, left a French armament fhould arrive during their abfence, 
and recover the town, whilfi: the fortifications remained in a condition 
to afford any advantage in maintaining it,

Mr. Stevens failed on the 23d of February, with all the drips, eleven 
o f the line, and two frigates. They took away 400 of the prifoners 
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in Pondicherry, all of the regiments o f Lorrain and Lally, to be 1761.
confined at Bombay, or fent to Europe as opportunities fliould —̂ ' 
offer. As Mr. Stevens intended to aid, i f  necefiary, in the attack 6 ruary* 
of Make, the Prelidency fent 50 of the company’s artillery, and 
three o f their engineers in the fquadxon.

Mahe is fituated four miles to the fouth of Tellicherry.' The fort 
and town Hand not far from the beach of the fea, along the fouth 
fide o f a river, which admits fmall veffels. Several hills rife near 
the town, and on the two neareft on the fame fide of the river are 
built two fmall forts, and a much larger, called St. George, on a hill 
on the other fide. The fettlement prefides over all belonging to the 
French company on this fide of the peninfula, excepting, their factory 
at Surat. Thefe dependencies are five forts to the north of Telli- 
cherry, and a fadory houfe at Calicut.

The five flips from England had landed the troops at Tellicherry 
by the 5th of January ; but from the length of the paffage to and 
fro, the permifiion from Bombay to attack Mahe did not arrive 
before the beginning of February ; and with it the prelidency fent 
One of their cruizers, and a bomb-ketch to affifi:; as none of the fhips 

.had been detained. The delay had given Mr. Louet, the governor 
of Mahe, time to make treaties for afiiftance with feveral of the neigh
bouring chiefs of the country, with whom the fettlement had long 
been in commerce; and they promifed and fwore to affifi; efficacioufiy, 
as againft a common enemy. The aid was much wanted, for the Eu
ropean military, on whom the firefs of the defence was to reft, did 
not exceed 100, and even they, from the general neceffity of the 
French company’s affairs, had not received their pay for feveral 
months, and miffed no opportunity of deferting. The black troops 
belonging to the company, were a thoufand.

T he troops at Tellicherry marched out and encamped on the 8th 
o f February on the limits o f Mahe. Their numbers, for thegarrifon 
took the field, amounted to 900 Europeans, and 700 natives; they 
were commanded by major Hedor Munro, who determined to diredt 
his firft attack againft Fort St. George, on the hither fide o f the 
river.

V o l . II. 5 A  All



iy 6 i. Ail the folicitations of Mr. Louet were of no avail, when his allies 
Fd7v— * faw the Englifh troops taking the field, and were apprized o f their 

' numbers ; they did not fend a man ; and before day-break the next 
morning, he difpatched a letter to Mn Hodges, the chief of Telli- 
cherry, propofing terms o f capitulation, on which Major Munro was 
ordered not to commence hofiilities. Agents fent to explain doubts 
and objections, continued going to and fro until the morning of 
the 13th, when the capitulation was figned. It was agreed, that 
all the European military fhould be tranfported at the expence 
o f the Englifh, either to the ifland of Bourbon, or to Europe, 
and when landed there, to be free. The effects, artillery, and 
military ftores, belonging to the French company, were to be 
furrendered, but the effects and poffeffions o f individuals were to be 
preferved to them entire, without moleftation in the ufe. The free 
exercife of the Roman religion was to be permitted as before the 
furrender; the priefts on no account were to be vexed, nor the 
churches or religious edifices impaired. T he forts to the north
ward o f Tellicherry were to be given up on the fame conditions as 
Mahe, and the factory at Calicut was to continue unmolefted under, 
the uiual neutrality of that town : ample honours o f war were al
lowed to the garrifon. Five hnndred men under the command of, 
Major Peers marched into Mahe at noon ; and foon after, the garrifon 
were efcorted with their honours to,Tellieherry. A  detachment was 
then prepared under the command of Major Monro, to take in the 
forts to the northward,, which it. was fufpeCled might difpute the 
terms o f capitulation provided for them. The news o f the furrender 
of Mahe arrived at Madrafs- on the 3d of March.

Captain Stephen Smith,, as, loon as encamped before Gingee,, 
fummoned Macgregor, the commanding officer,, who anfwered, that 
i f  he had brought, one hundred thoufand men, the forts would not 
be reduced in three years. The troops encamped to the eaft op- 
pofite to the outward pettah on the plain,, which, although it 
it had a mud wall, was of much lefs defence than the inward town, 
which, hands on higher ground, nearly in the center of the triangu
lar valley, extending between the three mountains. T he valley

is



is enclofed on the three fides by a ftrong wall with towers: of ftone, i j6 i .
which have a ditch before them, excepting in fuch parts where the >—-v— '
rocks render it unneceflary; but the wall continues up the moun
tains, and furrounds the three forts, connecting them with each other.
Befides this exterior enclofure, the interior and higher defences run 
double round the two forts to the eaft; and the great mountain to 
the weft, which is the principal fortification, has four enclofures, one 
below another towards the town in the valley, but o f different fpaces 
and elevations; and the higheft is a fteep rock in the north-weft 
part o f the third enclofure above the valley; this far overtops all the 
mountains, and in the fort on its fummit, although fmall, is a con
tinual fpring of water. The extent of wall in all the fortifications 
meafures more than 12000 yards; to defend which the French had 
only 150 Europeans, topafles, or coffrees, 600 Sepoys, and 1000 
natives of the adjoining hills, whom they called colleries. But 
they fuppofed the forts on the mountains to be impregnable, and that 
the town below would not be attempted, becaufe, if  taken, the troops 
which were to maintain it, would be continually fubjeCt to the fire 
o f the defences above.

T he wall on the eaft fide of the valley extends 1200 yards from 
the mountain of St. George on the right, to the Englifh mountain 
on the left, and nearly in the middle pafleth along the fide of a 
heap of rocks on which the French had raifed a work, which they 
called the royal battery; under which on the right towards the 
mountain of St. George flood a gateway oppofite to the outward 
pettah in the plain : but the pettah extended only from this moun
tain to the rocks of the battery.

Obfervation and deferters (of whom feveral came every day) ap
prized Captain Smith of the ftate of the garrifon and defences, and 
that the garrifon remained in perfect fecurity as well in the town 
below, as in the forts above. On the night between the 2d 
and third of February, he marched from his camp with 600 Sepoys, 
in two divifions, of which the foremoft, 200, carried a fufficient 
number of fcaling ladders, and the others were to fupport when called 
for. They left the north wall of the pettah on the left, but palled

5 A 2 through



1761. through the intervals of fome houfes, which adjoined to it and brought

FcbruaT' them °PPofite to ^ie m^dle o f that part o f  the wall of the valley 
i C . uary. extencjg between the royal battery and the Englilh mountain.

They eroded the ditch, placed their ladders, and got over the wall un
challenged : the object was now to get poffeflion o f the gate on the 
other fide of the royal battery; but the rocks on which it flood ex
tended backwards to the firfl houfes of the town, and it was necef- 
fary to go through the firfl flreet leading acrofs, in order to pafs be
yond the rear of the rocks and gain an avenue of trees, which led 
down to the gateway : they proceeded even quite through the flreet 
unperceived ; but, as they were coming down the avenue, were chal
lenged and difcovered by the guard of the gateway, who fired; 
which alarmed the other ftations in the town, but with fo much 
confufion, that Captain Smith gave no attention to it, but haftened 
to the gateway, from which he difperfed the guard at the pufh of 
bayonet, and opening the gate let in the other divifion of 400 Sepoys, 
who were halting not far off in the neareft fhelter, and with them 
took pofleflion o f the royal battery. It was now three in the morn
ing, and Smith waited for day light to drive the enemy out o f  
the town, who retired before ; fome to St. George’ s, others to 
the Englilh mountain, but moft o f them into the enclofure next 
the town towards the great mountain, where they continued firing 
from the adjacent rampart throughout the next day upon the guards 
which were advanced and fiationed in the hou .as of the town ; 
and cannon from all the hills continually plunged down, wherefoever 
they faw or fufpedted any of the Englilh troops ; but with little effect. 
In the enfuing night the enemy’s troops, who had retired to the fecond 
enclofure, left it, and retreated to the higher defences of the great 
mountain.'

On intelligence o f this fuccefs 1000 more Sepoys were fent to 
Smith, who as the town was very unhealthy, continued more than 
one half or his force in the encampment on the plain. The defertion 
continued, and amongfc them came a very experienced Jemautdar 
of trie Sepoys, who proffered to lead a party by a path he knew to 
furprize the forts on St. George’s mountain : he was trufied, and 
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the next night 200 Sepoys marched under his guidance. W e 1761. 
are not apprized of their track, but fuppofe they proceeded from the 
camp and went up on the outfide o f the mountain to the fouth, to the 
enclofure of the outward rock which is 80 feet higner tnan thofe be
neath. They fixed their ladders, and got over the wall before they 
were difcovered, and feized 8 Europeans, but the reft of the guard 

efcaped to the enclofures below; where all continued very alert until 
day-light, when an officer came down to capitulate, and demanded 
very liberal terms; but captain Smith knowing that they were at any 
tune in his power, by lending more men up to the rocK aoove them, 
refilled to accept the furrender, excepting at difcretion; to which 
they contented. They were 42 Europeans, of whom fix were 
officers, and 70 Sepoys. A  large ftock of provifions was found 
in the forts of this mountain, by which it was concluded, that thofe 
in the two others were equally as well provided ; and no enquiry gave 
hopes that either of thefe fortrefles could be taken by lurprize, and 
ftill lefs by open attack. It therefore remained to tiy if time might 
produce the fuccefs which was not to be expected either from ±01 ĉ  

or fortune.
T he fame day that the mountain of St. George fur-rendered to captain 

Smith, the important lortrefs of Thiagar capitulated to Major Prefton, 
after a blockade and bombardment of 63 days, duimg which, above 
40" Europeans had delerted to him from the rock, 20 had been 
killed or died, 25 lay wounded in the hofpital, and 114 rank and 
file, with twelve officers, were in a condition to march, fo that the 
whole number of Europeans which hau been fhut up weie upwards o f 
200, with 300 Sepoys, and 100 Coftrees ; they had provifions foi 
two months longer; and the water, which gave the principal value to 
the fort, continued as ufual in plenty, and of a good quality. 
Neverthelefs, the commanding officer only ftipulated that the gar- 
rifon fhould receive the fame treatment as the troops taken in Pon
dicherry ; according to. which the officers were to be fent to Europe 
upon parole, not to ferve again during the prefen J: war, and the 
Europeans of rank and file were to be treated at difcretion ; and they
were fent to be confined with thofe already in the prifons of

Tritchi-



1:761. Tritchinopoly; but the Sepoys and Coffrees being excellent were 
hr;' ■— J taken into the Company’s fervice.

In the mean time, the detachment from Tillecherry was profe- 
euting the redu&ion o f the dependencies o f Mahe. The firft is 
called Fort Delhi, fituated on the ft rand o f a promontory called 
Mount Delhi, which is a remarkable head-land ten miles to the 
north of Tellicherry; four miles further on is the mouth o f the 
river o f Neliferum, which, defcending from the mountains to the eaft, 
turns fhort many miles above, and continues parallel to the beach 
of the fea, from which it is no where a mile afunder; a mile and a 
half up this river on the left hand, and on the mouth of another, 
ftands Ramatilly, which is a fmall fort; on the fame fide, five 
miles beyond, is the -fort of Mattalavy, which ftands ftrong on 
a rocky eminence: feven miles farther, on the n . fide of the 
mouth of another river, is the fort o f Neleferum, which is much 

’larger ; and fix miles up this river, to the eaft, and on its left fhore, 
ftands the fifth fort, which is fmall, and called Veramaly. Fort 
Delhi, Neliferum and Ramatilly were garrifoned by French troops, 
but the government of Mahe had delivered up the other two in 
pledge for debt to two chiefs of the country, who were determined 
not to part with them until compenfated *, and as they equally 
commanded the rivers, which were the channels of traffick, the other 
three would be of no fervice, if  the two continued in hoftility. Delhi 
and Ramatilly furrendered on the firft fummons, but at Mattalavy 
were aflembled a large body of Naires, whofe bravery is always def- 
perate. The two Ihips from Pondicherry, which were carrying back 
the Bombay troops, were at this time working up the coaft of M a
labar, and had palled beyond the river of Neliferum; and Major Mon
ro, finding more refiftance. than he expedeed in his expedition, fent 
after them for artillery-men and cannon, which came, and' two 
batteries were ereded againft Mattalavy: but the fettlement of 
Tellicherry had in the mean time been negotiating with the two 
chiefs who were in poffeffion of Matalavy and Veramally, who 
confented to furrender them on condition of receiving an annual 
fine, which for both amounted to 3000 rupees. As foon as thele

forts



forts were delivered, the French garrifon at Neliferum, w h i c h  d i d  not 1761. 
exceed 20 Europeans, fubmitted without refinance.  ̂ *

On the 5th of April, Captain Stephen Smith received a propofal 
from Captain Macgregor, who commanded in the great mountain of 
Gin gee, that he would capitulate, i f  his garrifon were allowed the 
honours o f war, the rank and file to be fent to Europe by the fir ft 
opportunity as prifoners liable to exchange, but the officers per
mitted to retire, with their arms, baggage and effefts, to any of the 
neutral fettlements on the. coaft, where they were to be fubfifted ac
cording to their ranks at the expence of the Englifh company,, who 
werelikewifeto defray their paffage to Europe. Three hundred of the 
Englifh Sepoys had already died in the town, and in the mountain o f 
St. George, from the peculiar inclemency of the air, which has always 
been deemed the moft-unhealthy in the Carnatic, infomuch that the 
French, who never until lately kept more than 100 Europeans here,, 
had.loft 1200 in the ten years during which it had been in their pof- 
feffion. Captain Smith, therefore, very readily accepted the terms,, 
and in the afternoon the garrifons marched out of the two mountains.
They were 1.2 officers, and 100 rank and file,, Europeans,, coffrees, 
and topaffes. and 40 la fears for the artillery, which were 30 pieces, 
of cannon and fome mortars. A paffport and fafeguard was allowed 
to a moor of diftinftion, who had long refided in the great mountain.^

This day terminated the long contefted hoftilities between the two 
r i v a l  European powers;in Coromandel,, and left not a fingle enfign. 
o f the French nation avowed by the authority o f its government in 
any part of India.; for the troops which had gone away to My fore, 
were hereafter, to be regarded as a band o f military adventurers feek- 
ing fortune and fubfiftence. In Bengal they had not a fingle -agent, 
or reprefentative, and their factories at Surat and Calicut were meer 
trading houfes on fufferance. Thus after a war o f 15 years, which, 
commenced with the expedition of Delabourdonnais againft Madrafs 
in 1746, and had continued from that time with fcarcely the in-- 
termiffion of one year, was retaliated the fame meafure of extirpation, 
which had been . intended, and invariably purfued, by the French 
councils againft the Englifh commerce and power: for fuch, as is.

avowed :



1761. - avowed iu the French ’memoirs on the events we have related, was
v— v~—' the object of D.elabourdonnais’ expedition, of the whole government

ApnL and ambition-of Dupleix, and of the great armament of naval and
land forces, which accompanied Mr. Laily to India, who conftantly 
declared, that he had but one point, which was, not to leave an 
Englifhman in the peninfula. To retard as much as poftible the 
facility of their re-eftabliffirnbht in Coroniandel, i f  reftorations fhould 
be made at the conclufion of a general peace, Mr. Pigot laid a repre
fen tation before the council of Madrafs, which determined them to 
deftroy all the interior buildings, as well as the fortifications o f Pon
dicherry, o f which the demolition was by this time nearly completed : 
and in a few months more, not a roof was left Handing in this once 
fair andflourifhing city.

For two years before, the fortune of France had been declining in 
every other part o f the world; they hadloft their fettlementson the coaft 
of Africa, half their weft india iflands, the whole region of Canada; 
their naval force was utterly ruined, and their armies were ftruggling 
under defeats in Germany. The lofs of India, as a laft hope, excited 
the public indignation more than any o f the former difafters, which 
was f o  far fromproducinganyreconciliationamongfttheamenable, that 
it only fharpened their vengeance againft each other. Mr. Lally, on his 
arrival, formally accufed Mr. De Leyrit, Mr. Bully, Mr. Moracin and 
Courtin, o f having wilfully confpired the ruin o f the French affairs 
from their averfion to himfelf, as appointed by the King to invefti- 
gate and corred the abufes of the government of Pondicherry. O f 
200 perfons who were either arrived or returning from hence, 
not more than 20 were in habits or connexions with Mr. Lally ; all 
the others, revolted by the exceffes of his temper, or the feverity of 
his authority, bore him either fecret grudge, or avowed hatred ; 
all thefe became voluntary partizans with Mr. De Lfeyrit and the 
council, whofe refolutions were conduced at Paris, as they had 
been at Pondicherry, by the jefuit Lavaur. Their firft ftep in 
public was to prefent a manifeft to the comptroller-general, in 
exculpation of themfelves, and accufmg Mr. Lally of mifcondud 
under nine different heads, which, as they faid, proved more than

incapacity;



incapacity; and in Augul! 1762, they petitioned the King to vindi- 1761. 
cate themfelves juridically from the accufations of Mr. Lally ; who 1—
fome months after was confined in the Baftile. In June 1763, ApnL 
father Lavaur died; this jefuit had compofed in India two me
moirs, the one a justification and panegyrick, the other a defama
tory impeachment o f every part of Mr. Lally’s conduct. Argu
ments taken from this piece were occasionally Supplied to pro
pagate the public antipathy, but it had never been authentically 
published. As Lavaur was rated as an evidence, his papers were 
taken pofiefilon of by the officers of juftice, and among!! them this 
libel was found. Lavaur, as if ruined by the lofs of Pondicherry, 
had petitioned the government for a Small penfion of Subsidence; 
and it was discovered that he died poffeffed of 60,000 pounds in 
gold, diamonds, and bills of exchange. This hypocrify, with 
the frauds of another jefuit, who managed the weftern millions, con
duced not a little to the expulfion of the order ; but full attention 
was given to the memoir of Lavaur, and from its documents the 
attorney general inferted the charge of high treafon, which deprived 
Mr. Lally o f the a/fi fiance of counfef. After he had been con
fined 18 months, the deponents in the procefs were brought 
before him, and he permitted to interrogate them before the re
corder. The number of fa£ts depofed again!! him amounted to one 
hundred and Sixty, for every violent or unguarded exprefiion during 
the courfe of his government and ill fuccefs was admitted. The 

number of witneffes muft likewife have been many, for Mr. Lally 
oppofed ifrong reproaches of incompetency to thirty-four of them.
The recorder was the Same, who had given the mod Sanguinary 
judgment ever pronounced in France again!! a young man of family ; 
and Mr. Lally, with his ufual indifcretion and intemperance, aggra
vated the Severity of his character, by treating him with haugh- 
tinefs and contempt during the difcharge of his office. Eighteen 
months palled in the confrontation and interrogatories, when the 
final decifion was to be made by the whole parliament of Paris, 
which is compofed of 120 members. It mull be left to conjecture, 
how many o f them went regularly through the immenfe volume 
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1761. money, and the diftrefs for provisions. That the attempt to retake 
v~-v—■J Vandivafh, reduced Mr. Lally to the neceffity of receiving battle, 

pn ’ which as the Englifh were feeking, he ought to have avoided; 
but that he had reafton to expect greater induftry and fpirit in the 
artillery, officers, and engineers, who might have breached the place 
in half the time. Whether, after this battle, Pondicherry might have 
been better ho red, or whether the provisions collected were injudi- 
cioufly difpofed of, would, after all witnefles, have remained a decifion 
of doubt.

The troops which arrived with Colonel Coote in November 1759, 
with his immediate activity in the reduction o f Vandivafh and Caran- 
goly, brought the war nearly to an equality ; which juftified him in 
rifquing the battle for the relief of Vandivalh, although he fought 
it with the inexplicit difapprobation of the prefidency in his pocket; 
but his difpofitions had fecured refources againft mifchance. Before 
this important fuccefs, the views of no one had extended to the re
duction of Pondicherry : but inftantly after, all were impreffed with 
the firmed: perfaafion of this termination o f the war. This fortu
nate confidence led to the mod vigorous conn fids. Nothing, it was 
reafoned, if  all advantages are taken, can fave Pondicherry, except
ing the arrival of their fquadron in force fufficient to cope with the 
Englifh; or the lucky introduction o f troops and money by divi- 
fions o f their fliips, if  the whole do not venture : whatfoever is 
gained in the mean time will require fo much effort to recover, 
fliould the enemy be reinforced; and if  they are not, will be fo much 
accomplifhed towards the ultimate object. The enterprizing fa- 
gacity of Colonel Coote loft no time in difcovering and taking every 
advantage. The prefidency feconded his operations by the expedition 
to Karical, and in fupplies to the field ; the garrifon of Tritchinopoly 
by their activity; the detachment to the weftward by its vigilance ; 
the army by then zeal on all occations. Colonel Coote, by conftantly 
expofmg his own perfon with the Sepoys, had brought them to fuf- 
tain dangerous fervices, from which the Europeans wTere preferved. 
By this oeconomy, and the reinforcements from England and Bombay, 
it tire armament fo much announced had arrived, and lan.ded a 

4 greater
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greater force than France had ever before fent to India, the 1761. 
Englifh on the day of the furrender of Pondicherry, were in a 
condition to have given them battle, if  they had chofen it, under 
their very walls'.

Colonel Coote embarked on the 13th of March, leaving his regi
ment to follow; and with him, our narrative returns to the affairs of 

Bengal,
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Thofe marked with an afterlfk, are errors or over-fights of the Author.$

S  E  C  T I  O  N  T  H  E  S E C O N D .

Page. Line.
*367 3 fo r  Rangarow, readKiftnarow.
*369 2 fo r  Chinglapet, read that place.

400 18 dele o f thofe.
*401 19 for  Sidapte read Sidapet, and put after it ;
*409 6 for  right, read left,
3,424 13 for  Gopaulharry, read Gopaulrow; he went by both names

—  14 idem. idem.
—  22 for  Trivalore, read Tripaflore. s
430 28 dele comma after feeing. **-

^436 21 fo r  pallifado, read pallifade.
437  *8 f or Achempettah, read Aimapettah.

■> 468 25 dele the comma after T iniveily.
469 30 dele the comma after diftricts.
4 75  29 f or diftance read defiftance.
494 3 dele the comma after Paliar.
—  8 for  with, read without.

*498 4 for-T ri Permadore, readStxec Permadore; though both prevail*
502 10 for  Abdulwahad, read Abdulwahab.

*3 12  28 for  56, read 50.
527 8 before which,, infert on.

* 5 4 °  3 f or rec,d right.
*562 4 for  caflern, read weftern.

564 29 before recovered, infert who.
5^7 3 after fide, put a comma.
593 7 f nr ramparts, read ramps.

*601 21 for  left, read pofted.
609 9 for  requiting, read requefting.
621 21 fo r \ z in, read laid.
626 5 for  Villaperum, read Villaparum.
634 28 after ifland, infiead o f  , put ;
641 ult. for arival, read arrival.
643 penult, for  Ouglaree, read Oulgarry.

*660 6 for  1400, read 1 1O0.
*662 24 for error, read miftake.

674 4 after of, infert the.
* —  18 for  ealt, read north.
*682 a for  attack, read divifion.

691 18 fo r  14th read 4th.
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Madrafs, part of the Black Town, and the adjacent ground to the s. and w .
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o f Dec. 1758, to the x6th of Feb. 1759, with part of the Black Town,

Page 460.
Palam Cotah, near Tioivelly, Page 467.
Mafulipatam, Page 480.
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