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HE French detachment, which marched under the command of

Saubinet, againft T'rinomalee, were refifted with bravery by the
kellidar appointed by Rangarow of Thiagar, who ftood three affaults,
in the laft of which the French ftormed the pagoda, and with much
fury put soo men to the fword. ‘This conqueft was gained on the
“1oth of September, and on; the 16th Mr. Soupire appeared with a
large divifion of the army before Carangoly, which Murzafabeg not
thinking tenable had left with a few troops to refift flight af~
faults, and returned with the reft to defend Trivatore. Carangoly
fubmitted on the firfk fummons, and at the {fame time another de-
tachment under the command of the Chevalier de Crillon marched
againft T'rivatore, where Murzafabeg, with 300 horfe of his own,
joined by as many belonging to the Nabob, from Arcot, and a body
of Sepoys, met the enemy in the field, and were foon defeated and dif-
perfed ; in confequence of which Trivatore was re-taken without
_ farther refiftance. In the mean time Mr. Lally himfelf, with an
efcort of hmfe, vifited Alamparva, Gingee, Carangoly, Chittapet,
and f{everal minor pofts, and then came to Vandiwath, where all the
detachments had aflembled from their different expeditions. Here he
was joined by Mr, Bufly, who, leaving the troops which he had brought
from the netthward to the condu& of Moracin at Nelore, had pafled
from hence with his private retinue, under the fafeguard of a pafi
port granted by the prefidency of Madrafs. From Vandiwath Mr.

Lally detached the Count D’Eftaigne with a part of the army to re-.
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duce the fort of Arcot, to whom Timery furrendered in the way
without refiftance ; and before he arrived at Arcot, Rajahfaheb had
fucceeded in a negotiation with the Nabob’s kellidar to deliver up the
fort on an infignificant capitulation. Mr. Lally, thinking that the tak-

- ing pofieffion of the citadel of the capital would magnify his reputa-

tion in the province, refolved to receive the furrender in perfon, and
made his entry into the fort on the 4th of October, under the dif-

:charge of all the cannon; and difpatched orders to Pondicherry

and the other French garrifons to proclaim ‘the acquifition with the
{ame oftentation.

The prefidency of Madrafs faw in thefe operations nothing but
what they expeted would have happened immediately- after the fall of
Fort St. David; and the prefervation of Chinglapet, ifin their power,

‘gave them more follicitude, than the abandoning of all the other

forts together, which the inferiority of their force had left them no
means of preferving. At the requeft of the renter of Chinglapet, they -

‘had fent twe companies of Sepoys to guard this fort, whilft his own
men with arms were employed in prote@ing the harvefts, and the

fame number of Sepoys were fent at the {ame time to garrifon
Conjeveram. Towards the end of Auguft a licutenant was ap-

pointed to command thofe in Chinglapet, and carried with him ano-
ther company.  On the 14th of September arrived the Company’s

thip Pitt, of 5o guns.: fhe failed from England on the 6th of March
together with fix others, under the convoy of the Grafton of %o,

-and the Sunderland of 60 guns, eoming to reinforce Mr. Pocock’s

{quadron : on board of thefe thips were embarked goo men of theking’s
troops, embodied in a regiment under the command of lieutennmg_ colo-
nel Draper, who, with major Brereton, and roocof the regiment, arrived
and landed from on board the Pitt, but 50 had died on the paffuge of a

-contagion, -thencalled the Breft fever, which had pafled during the war

from the French marine into many Englith thips. The troops which
<ame in the Pitt, and the expeétation that the other fhips with the
xeft would arrive before the change of the monfoon, encouraged
the Prefidency to fend four companies more of Sepoys to Ching-
Japet: this reinforcement ftopped ‘the march of a confiderable de-

tachmenty
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tachment, which had fet out onm the 19th from Carangoly to
attack. Chinglapet, where; immediately after, arrived the two
companies of Sepoys from Conjeveram, retreating as foon as Triva-
tore was reduced.. The garrifon, now coufifting of nine compa-
nies, was deemed almoft fufficient to maintain the fort, until relieved
from Madrafs; and captain Richard Smith.was appointed to take the
commarnd, and with him were {ent two commiffioned officers, a fer—
jeant, a corporal, and r2 European, gunners, and two field-pieces ; fo
that the whole number of Europeans, including the ferjeants of the
Sepoys, were thirty chofen men, and Captain: Smith was ordered to.
defend the fort at all events and extremities. On the 25th, the fqua-
dron commanded by Mr. Pococke anchored in the road, having
executed a fecret commiffion which had detained him all this while to
the fouthward, and had given rife to a variety of erroneous reports and
conjectures. The prefideney on the 25th of Augpft had finally re-
folved to recall Major Calliaud from Tritchinopoly, with all the
European foldiers and Coffres in the garrifon, excepting fuch as
were in the {ervice of the artillery, or annexed to the Sepoys.. Cal-
liaud, juft as he was ready to march, received intelligence on the
5th of September, that a very large flect of Englith fhips were ar-

rived there 5 which, although doubtful, required him to fufpend his

departure until more certain advices, which he received on the
15th, and the next day began his march, with 180 Europeans and
50 Coffres, leaving, according to his inftruéions, the command
of the garrifon, in which were now included the 2000 Sepoys
brought by Mahomed Iffoof from Tinivelly, to captain Jofeph Smith.
The detachment marching through the Tanjore country met every
kind of affiftance in their way, and on the 23d embarked from Ne-
gapatam on board the {quadron, which arrived two days after at
Madrafs. This reinforcement increafed the.means of prote&ting
Chinglapet, and four more field-pieces, with a complement of Laf-
cars to work them, were fent thither on the 2d of O&ober.

Mr. Lally at length faw the importance of this place, which, 20
days before, he might have taken by efcalade in open day, and refolved
to march again{t it with his whole force as foon as he had fettled fome

Bbbh 2 arrange-
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arrangements in the government of Arcot, and the adjacent countries.
In the mean time his communication with Chinglapet, was opened by
the poffeffion of Covrepauk, and Conjeveram, which his detachments
found evacuated. But his late acquifitions had not hitherto reimburfed
the expences of the field, nor eftablifhed his credit to borrows
fo that his treafury could barely fupply the pay of the foldiers, and
could not provide the other means of putting the army in motion,
and all that the government of Pondicherry could immediately fur-
nith was 10,000 rupees :' pretending therefore much mdlgnatmn at
ithis difappointiment, he diftributed the troops into various canton-
ments, and returned himfelf, accompanied by Mr. Bufly, to Pondi-

cherry, where as ufual he imputed the failure of his intentions againft

Chinglapet to the mifmanagements of the Company’s adminiftra-

tion. Notwithftanding his deep animofity to Mr. Bufly, refpeét to
the diftinguifhed character of this officer confined Mr. Lally to the

obfervances of public civility’; which impofed on no ene, as he had
ftill more publickly expreffed his real opinions. The rank which Mr.
Buffy held at this time was only that of lieutenant colonel ; and
befides Mr. Soupire, who was a major general, fix of the officers ar-
rived from France were colonels, who of courfe muft command
Mr. Bufly on all fervices when a&ing together. The colonels, fen-
fible of the advantages which might be derived from Mr. Buffy’s

- abilities, and his experience and reputation  in the country, and hog

much the opportunities would be precluded by the prefent infetios:
rity of his rank, figned a declaration, requeflingon thefe confiderations

ithat he might be appointed to the rank of Brigadier General, in fu-

perfeflion to themfelves, which would place him next an command
to Mr. Soupire.. T'he public zeal which diftated this requeft, conferred

-as much honour on thofe who made it, as their teffimony on Mr. Bufly.
“Their names, highly worthy of record on this occafion, were moftly
‘of ancient and noble defcents D’Eftaigne, de Landivifiaw, de la

Fare, Bretueil, Verdiere, and Crillon. Mr. ILally could make no ob-

“jecion, but with his ufual afperity imputed the compliment to the

anfluence of Mr, Bufly’s money, inftead of his reputation.

“The
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'T'he approach of the ftormy monfoon warned the Englifh fquadron
to quit the coaft ;; and Mr. Pococke, as on all other occafions of con-
fequence, confulted the prefidency on the fecurity of Madrafs dur-
ing his abfence. They were of opimion that the'enemy, if at all,
would not attack the town before the rains had ceafed, which gene-
rally hdppens about the'end of November, and lrad no doubt of de-
fending it until reinforcements thould arfive, or the fquadron return.
But as the latenefs of the feafon might deter the fhips expected from
- England from venturing on the coaft until the month of January,
they requefted Mr., Pococke to lend the marines of the ﬁluad-an, with
which he complied without hefitation. One hundred men were
landed, and on the rith the fquadron weighed anchor and failed

for Bombay. |
Mr. Moracin, having purpofely waited at Nelore until the end
of September, then began bis march with the detachment left to his
care by Mr. Bufly, and was accompanied by Nazeabullz with the
:troop_‘s--of his government : proceeding through the woods and moun-
tains of Bangar Yatcham Naigue, they arrived at the pagoda of
“Tripetty on the sth of Otober, the day on which the great annual
feaft began 5 which laftsi25 days.  They were here joined by Abdul-
wahab Cawn, with his troops from Chandergherry: they gave no
difturbance to the pilgrims, but fummoned the renter to difinifs his
~guards and deliver up the avenues, who, not having a force fufficient
to make any effeCtual oppofition, made propofalsito rent the reve-
nue of this,.and the enfuing feafts, from the French, on the fame
terms as' he lad hitherto held them from the Englifh goverment,
and tendered afum in hand, which Moracin accepted, and confirmed
him in the employment. Then leaving a part of his detachment to
-uard this valuable acquifition, he proceeded on the 1 6¢th with the:

reft, andthe troops of Nazeabulla to.Arcot threuglh the country of"

Bomrauzey who, inftead of ioppofing their paffage, paid them a wafit.,
But Abdulwahab, much offerided that the management of the pago-
.da, which had fo'long been the objeét of his withes, was not grantec

t0 himfelf, retired'with his troops to Chandergherry. Nazeabulla
1 ‘ and

L
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and Moraciit arrived at Arcot oa the 12th, and lea'.'lng their troops:
there went on to attend Mr. Lally at Pondicherry.

The defitance of Mr. Lally from marching againft Chinglapet
after the reduction of Arcot, gave the prefidency of Madrafs eiicou-
ragement and opportunity to {trengthen that place more effe@tually.
The partizan Murzafabeg, having fince the French fuccefies no
employment for the troops he had levied, had brought the beft of
them, 70 horfe and 200 Sepoys, to Chinglapet, where they were
taken into the company’s pay; and on the joth of O&ober it was.
determined to encreafe the garrifon to- 100 Europeans, and 1200
Sepoys, to fend feveral pieces- of battering cannon, to lay-in three
months provifions, and to repair the works., At the fame time
Captain Smith was recalled to Madrafs, to ferve in his former em-
ployment of aid de camp to Colonel Lawrenee, and captain Prefton
was {ent to- take the comimand of Chinglapet, which illnefs had
obliged him to quit. Before his arrival captain R. Smith had de-
tached Murzafabeg on the 29th, with four companies of Sepoys
and fome of the horfe, to diflodge a party of the enemy’s. Sepoys,
who had taken poft in the village of Pelipore, fituated about
two miles from the other fide of the Paliar ;; Murzafabeg attacked
them at day-break, killed and wounded 20, difperfed the reft, and ga-
thered 6o of their mufkets, which they had throwndown in thcirﬂight.

The arrival of a veflel at Pondicherry on the 18th, from Mau-
ritius, which brought treafure, together with 100,000 rupees,
brought by Mr. Moracin from Tripett, enabled Mr. Lally to put
the French troops into motion again : and, as the fymptoms of
the rainy feafon hung back even at the end of the month, parties
began to affemble at Carangoly, Salawauk, and Conjeveram, and Mr..
Lally himfelf came from Pondicherry to Vandiwath. On the 2d
of November 250 Europeans, 100 troopers, with fome black horfe
and Sepoys, marched from Salawauk, and took poft again at Poli~
pore, where they were joined on the sth by 400 more Europeans,
with feveral pieces of battering cannon, and a mortar : intelligence
of which came to Madrafs the next day, a few hours after the
Iaft convoy of fupplies had fet out for Chinglapet; and as the

mains
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maintenance of this place depended on the arrival of thefe fup-
plies, it was refolved that 1200 Europeans and 1800 Sepoys, by far

‘the greatefk part of the garrifon of Madrafs, fthould immediately take .

the field to cover them ; of which one half, under the command of
lieutenant colonel Draper, were to advance as far as Vendalore,
+within 10 miles of Chinglapet ; whilft the other, with colonel Law-
rence, were to halt at St. Thomas’s mount, ready to fupport Dra-
~ per’s divifion : ‘they marched on the 4th in the morning; and the
news ftopped the French troops at Polipore from crofling the river,
and the march of a detachment advancing from Conjeveram under the
command of Saubinet, both intending tointercept the convoy; which
got fafe into Chinglapet on the evening of the ninth. Colonel Draper
continued at Vendalore until the 11th, when he received fome in-
telligence of the approach of the whole of the enemy’s army, on
which he marched back with his divifion, and joined that with colo-
nel Lawrence at the mount.
Every day had proved the good effe@s of re-eftablifhing the pof-
feffion of Chinglapet ; for, under the proteftion of this barrier, the
country behind, which is more extenfive than the diftricts proteted
by Pondomalee and Tripaffour, continued to furnifh Madrafs with
daily fupplies of all kinds of provifions and neceflaries, by which
| the ftock laid up in ftore to fuftain the impending fiege was faved ;
and to preferve this benefit as long as poffible, the troops which had

been fent abroad with Draper and Lawrence were ordered to remain
encamped at the mount until the laft hour which might endanger
the fafety of their retreat to the town; after which, as the beft of

external means to protra&t the fiege when commenced, it was de-
‘termined to have a body of troops in the field diffinét from thofe
.already belonging to the garrifon, which, if nothing more, were to
ibe continually employed in harraffing the enemy’s convoys of ftores
-and provifions. Accordingly a contra&, which had for fome months
/been under difcuffion, was concluded with the agent of Morarirow
Jor the fervice of 2000 Morattoe ‘horfe, of which goo were to ar-
rive in 2§ days, and the reft in 455 but as no {ureties were received,
«the puntuality of this affiftance could not be relicd on. The pre-

~ dfidency, therefore, as a furer refource, ordered the commandant Ma-
' : thomed
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Tomed Iffoof to take the field with 2000 of their own Sepoys from
the gargifon of Tritchinopoly ; and requefted the King of Tanjore
to join this body with: 1000 of his hoife, and the Polygar Tondi-
man, and even the diftant Moravars, with the beft of thew: troops 3
for whom;, however, Mahomed Iffoof was not to wait ; and, in cafe
none of ‘thefe allies arrived in time, he was impowered to enlift 500
good horfe if to be found in his march: The Nabob ftill maintained
300 horfe, part of whom attended his perfon at St.. Thomé, and
the reft were difperfed in the adjacent diftricts, who 'on the receipt
of fome money joined the army at the Mount; to which all the
polygars to the northward of Madrafs were likewife commanded to
fend their troops 5 but none came : and the Partizan Murzafabeg,,
haying been refufed an increafe of pay which he demanded in this
hour of neceflity, went off -in the night with his 70 horfe and fome
of his Sepoys, and took fervice with the Fren ch army at Conjeveram.

The troops, of whofe approach L. Colonel Draper had received
intelligence, were 500 irregular Sepoys, under the command of an
a&ive adventurer named Lambert, with part of the horfe levied by
Rajahfaheb, who had been fent forward to plunder and terrify the
country. - They croffed the Paliar, and on the 1 5th, appeared before -
Tripafiour, and attacked the pettah, but were repulfed at the hedge
which furrounds it, with the lofs of 20 men, by the Peons of the
renter, and the two companies of Sepoys ftationed in the fort.

But the French army were not in fuch readinefs as the Englith
imagined to commence the fiege of Madrafs. All the draught
bullocks which Pondicherry had been able to colleét were not fuf-
ficient to tranfport one half of the heavy artillery neceflary for the
attack; and the greateft part of the train, with many other {tores,
had been laden a month before on’the Harlem taken from the
Dutch, which fhip failed acrofs the bay, in order to work to the
northward on the other fide, when fhe was te ftretch acrofs again

and fall in with Mafulipatam, where fhe was to recelye Mmore cannon

and ftores, and then come down the coaft to Madrafss The time
was elapfed in which a well-failing veflel might have made this paf-
{age, and without news of the Harlem ; and on this difappointment

Mz,
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Mr. Lally ordered another ftore of artillery, which ' had been de-
pofited at: Alamparva, to be fhipped on two frigates, the Diligence
and the Expedition, which were in the road of Pondicheri-y, but
laden for other voyages; fo that it would require ‘a month before
they could get this artillery on board, and work up againft the wind
and current to Madrafs. However, the French army might have
advanced many days before, if they had not been in want of many
other articles, which, although of much more minute detail, were
equally of abfolute neceflity. As foon as thefe were fupplied, the
firft divifion moved from Conjeveram on the 1gth 5 but Mr. Lally

being very ill, had detained the referve until the 22d, when the-

great body of the monfoon rain fell with the utmoft violence, and
lafted without intermiffion for three¢ days : the troops abroad, warned
by the fky, were on. their march back to Conjeveram when the rain
began, but neverthelefs gained their way with much difficulty and
 diftrefs, and after it had ceafed, the furface of the country continued
impafiable for {feveral days.
Whilit the colleéted force of both nations in the Carnatic were
thus waiting the impending confli&, each were equally {olicitous con-
cerning the fuccefs of the armament fent from Bengal into the north-

ern provinces. Mr. Johnftone, who had been fent from Calcutta to

concert preparations with the Rajah Anunderauze, arrived on the
12th of September at Vizagapatam, of which the Rajah’s officers
there immediately put him in poffeffion, as the Company’s repre-
fentative. 'The Rajah himfelf was encamped with his forces at Cof~
fimcotah, a fort 20 miles to the weft of Vizagapatam, and 15 inland
from the fea. His letter to Mr. Johnftone exprefled much fati{-
falion that the Englifh troops were coming, but fignified his in-
tention not to furnith any money towards their expences. Tem-
peftuous weather from the fouth delayed the arrival of the fhips and
veflels with Colonel Ford until the 2oth of O&ober. As {oon as
the difembarkation was made, two of the Company’s fhips were fent
back to Bengal ; but the other, the Hardwicke, and the two {loops,
remained to attend the progrefs of the expedition. The troops moved
from Vizagapatam on the 1ft of November, and on the third joined

Vor. II. Bcic the
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the Rajah and his army at Coffimcotah, from whence it was deter-
mined to march againft Rajahmundrum; where Mr. Conflans had
collected the French troops from all parts, and ‘they were already
advancing to attack the Rajah ; but, on hearing that the Englith
troops were in motion to join him, they halted and encamped.

Mr. Johnftone had difpatched the floop in which he came, with
advices to Madrafs of his reception at Vizagapatam ; on which they
immediately fent away Mr. Andrews, with feveral afliftants, to re=
eftablith the faCory under their own authority, on which the fettle~
ment had always been dependent : They likewife fent Captain Cal-
lendar, an officer on the Madrafs eftablithment, to a& as fecond
under Colonel Forde. The veflel which brought them arrived at Vi-
zagapatam on the 21t of November ; and Andrews with Callendar
immediately went to the camp, which, by long halts and fhort
marches, had not yet advanced 30 miles beyond Coffimcotah. Various
excufes were employed by the Rajah to extenuate this delay 5 but the
real caufe was his repugnance to furnith the money which Colonel
Forde demanded, who was not a little offended at his evafions. Mr.
Andrews, who, having been chief of Madapollam, had long been
perfonally known to the Rajah, adjufted their differences by a treaty,
which ﬂ:lpUlElth ¢ that all plunder thould be equally divided ; that
¢ all the countries: which might be conquered thould be dchvcred
‘¢ to the Rajah, who was to colle@ the revenues ; but that the fea-
¢ ports and towns at the mouths of the rivers thould belong to the
¢ company, with the revenues of the diftri&ts annexed to them ; that
““ no treaty for the difpofal or reftitution, whether of the Rajah’ or
¢¢ the Englith pofleffions, thould be made without the eonfent of
¢ both parties; that the Rajah fhould fupply 50,000 rupees a month
¢¢ for the expences of the army, and 6000, to commence from their
¢¢ arrival at Vizagapatam, for the parficular expences of the officers.”
He held out likewife other propofals. of future allianee, which he had
not yet authority to ratify. -

The united forces now moved in earneft, and on the gd of De-
cember came in fight of the enemy, who were encamped 40 miles on
this fide of Rajahmundrum, in a ftrong ficuation which commanded

the
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the high road, near a village called Gallapool, and in fight of a fort
called Pedd;pore They had 500 Europeans, many more picces of
cannon than they could ufe at once, a great number of the troops
of the country, of which soo'were horfe, and 6oco Sepoys. ' Of the
Englifh force embarked from Bengal, only 30 Europe ans and a few
Sepoys were' wantmg, who had been left fick at Vizagapatam ; fo
that there were in the field 470 Europeans, and rgoo Sepoys.  The
Rajah had 500 paltry horfe, and 5000 foot, fome with aukward fire-
arms, the reft with pikes and bows; but he had colleted 40 Etro-
peans, who managed four field-pieces under the command of Mr.
Briftol ; befides which his own troops had fome ufelefs cannon. On
the 6th, the Englifh and the Rajah’s army advanced and took pof=
feffion of a village called Chambole, on'the high road likewife,
within four miles of the enemy, when each deemed the fituation of
the other too firong to be attacked : on which Colenel Forde, as the
only means to draw the enemy from theirs to a general attion, re-
{olved to march round and regain the road to Rajahmundrum in their
rear, by paffing under the hills to their left, where the enemy could
not derive much advantage from their horfe. 'The Rajah approved ;
and on the gth, at four in the morning, the Englifh troops were
in motion'; but the Rajah’s with their ufual indolence not prepared
to march. Near the foot of the hills, about three miles to the right
of the village of Chambole, was another called Condore, to gan
‘which, the Englith troops having filed from the right, were in
march, when at day-break they heard a firong cannonade towards
the Rajah"s camp. It was from 6 guns, which Mr. Conflans, igno-
rant of Colonel Forde’s march, had fent on in the night, under the
guidance of an intelligent deferter, who had noticed a {pot that bore
upon the camp; and Mr. Conflans was following to fupport them with
his whole army and the reft of his field-artillery. = The R’l_]ah fent
meflages after meflages, which met the Englifh troops returning to his
relief 5 and his own, quickened by the danger, were removingyas faft
as they could out of the reach of it ; and having, in much confufion,
joined the Englifh, continued marching on with them to the village
of Condore, where all arrived at eight o’clock. The enemy, although
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from long diftances, continued to cannonade whilft any of the
Englith or the Rajal’s troops remained within probable reach,

When arrived at the village of Condore, the army was juft as far
as before from the French encampment at Gallapole, but with better
ground between, and a village midway, which would afford a ftrong
advanced poft. Mr. Conflans imagined that the Englith troops had
marched from their encampment to Condore, in order from hence
to take pofleflion of this village, and in this perfuafion croffed the
plain to prevent them, with his whole army, and fucceeded in his
wifh without interruption ; for Colonel Forde remained halting at
Condore, to regulate his future motions by the enemy’s.  Mr. Con-
flans imputed this inaion to a confeioufnefs of inferiority, and now
imagined that the Englith intended to march back to their 'encampe
‘ment at Chambole, to prevent which, he formed his line, and ‘ad-
vanced in much hafte, and little order.

The French battalion of Europeans was in the centre of the line,
-with 13 field-pieces, divided on their flanks, the horfe 500 were on
the left of the battalion ; g000 Sepoys formed the right wing, and
the {ame number the left, and with each wing were five or fix
pieces of cumbrous cannon. The Englith army drew up with

+their Europeans in . the centre, the fix field-pieces divided on

their flanks; the 1800 Sepoys were likewife equally divided on
the wings. = Colonel Forde placed no reliance on the Rajah’s in-
fantry .or horfe, and ordered them to form aloof, and extend on
each flank of the Sepoys : all this rabble kept behind, but the rene-
.gade Europeans under Briftol, who managed the four field-pieces
belonging to the Rajah, advanced, and formed with the divifion of
artillery on the left of the Englith battalion. ‘The line having had
time, were in exac order, and had advanced a mile in front of the
village of Condore, during which, the enemy cannonaded hotly from
all their guns. At length the impetuofity ‘of the enemy’s approach,
who game on, out-marching their cannon, obliged the Englith line
to halt for attion ; and it chanced that the whole of their bat-
talion ftopped near and oppofite to a field of Indian corn, which
was grown fo tall that it intirely intercepted them from the enemy;

but
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but the Sepoys on the wings were free in the plain on each hand.
For what reafon is not known, Colonel Forde had ordered his Sepoys
to furl their colours, which, befides the principal flag, are feveral
fmall banners to a company, and to let them lay on the ground
during the ation.

The Sepoys and horfe of the enemy’s wings greatly outftretched
the wings of the Englith line, and came on each in a curve to
gain their flanks ; the French battalion in the centre, inftead of ad-
vancing parallel to where by the wings they might judge the centre
of the Englifh line would be, inclined obliquely to the right, which
brought them beyond the field of Indian corn, oppofite to the Englith
Sepoys on the left wing ; whom from their red jackets, and the
want of their ufual banners, they from the firft approach miftook
for the Englifh battalion ; refpefting them as {uch, they halted to
drefs their ranks before they engaged, and then began to fire in
platoons advancing, but at the diftance of 200 yards. Neverthelefs,
this was fufficient ; for the Sepoys, feeing themielves attacked with-
out cover by Europeans in front, and ‘the horfe and multitude of the
enemy’s Sepoys, gaining their rear, or coming down on their flank,
{carcely preferved courage to give their fire, hurried, fcattered, and
without command ; and then immediately broke, and ran away to
thelter themfelves in the village of Chambole, and were followed by the
neareft of the enemy’s horfe. This fuccefs was greater than even the
confidence of the enemy expeted ; and {everal platoons of the French
battalion were fetting off to purfue them likewife, when they faw a
line of men with fhouldered arms marching faft and firm from be-
hind the field of Indian corn acrofs their way, to occupy the ground
which the Sepoys had abandoned.

Colonel Forde had been with the Sepoys before their flight, en- -

couraging them: to refolution ; but- faw, by the ufual {fymptoms of
trepidation, that they would not ftand the fhock, which prepared
him to order the judicious movement, which the officers were now
performing with fo much fteadinefs and fpirit.  Captain Adnet,

commanding on the left, led the line, and as foon as the laft files -

were got clear of the corn, the word was given, when the whole
halted, -
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halted, and faced at once,in full front of the enemy. ‘This motion
was quickly executed; for the foremoft man had not more than 300
yards to march, and the field-pieces were left behind. Du‘r.ing this
thort interval, the French battalion were endeavouring with much
buftle to get into order again ; for fome of their platoons had advanced

~a confiderable diftance before others's and thus the fire of the Englifh

line commenced before the enemy’s was ready ; it was given in di-
viflons, that is, the whole battalion divided into five, andbegan from
Captain Adnet’s on the left, which was within piﬁol {hot, and brought
down half the enemy’s grenadiers; the fire ran‘on, and before the time
came for Adnet’s divifion to repeat theirs, the whole of the enemy
line were in confufion, and went about running faft to regam their
guns, which they had left half a mile behind them on the plain.

The ardour of the Englifh battalion to purfue was fo great, that
Colonel Forde judged it beft to indulge it in the inftant, although
not certain of the fuccefs of the Sepoyson the right, but concluding
that the enemy’s Sepoys who were to attack them, would not con-
tinue long, if they faw their Europeans compleatly routed. The
order was given for the battalion to march on in following divifions,
the left leading. Nothing could reprefs their eagernefs. All marched
too faft to keep their rank, excepting the fourth divifion commanded
by Captain Yorke, who to have a referve for the whole battalion, if
broken, as the enemy had been, by their own impetuofity, obliged his
men to advance in ftri& order. ' The French battalion rallied at their
guns, which were 13 in number, fpread in different brigades, or fets,
as they chanced to ftand when left by the troops advancing to the
adion. This artillery began to fire as foon as the ground was clear
of their own troops, and killed fome men, which only quickened
the approach of the divifions to clofe in with the guns, of which
{everal fired, when the firft divifion was within piftol thot, and Adnet
fell mortally wounded ; but his men ruthing on drove the enemy
from the guns they attacked, and the other divifions following with
the fame {pirit, obliged them to abandon all the others.

The day, if not completely victorious, was at leaft fecured
from reverfe by the pofleffion of all the enemy’s field artillery fit

5 _ for
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for quick firing ; but their camp, to which they were retiring, ftill
remained to be attacked ; and Colonel Forde halted until joined
by his Sepoys, and, if they would come, by the Rajah’s troops.
The Sepoys and horfe of the enemy’s right wing were in their turn
panic-ftruck by the fire of the Englifh battalion routing their own,
and all turned to gain the rear of the guns, keeping aloof to the left
of the Englith divifions ; and then went off again with the Frencly
battalion to the camp. - Their left wing of Sepoys behaved better,
advancing to the ufe of mutketry againft the Englith Sepoys of the
left, with whom the battalion; when filing off to eppofe the French,
left ' the three field-pieces of their right; and the Sepoys, en-
couraged by this afliftance, the ardour of the Europeans marching;
off, and the {pirit of their own commander Captain Knox, maintained
their ground, facing and firing in various direCtions behind the
banks of the rice fields, in which they had drawn up. The enemy’s
wing neverthelefs continued the diftant fire, until they faw their
battalion of Europeans quitting their guns; and the Sepoys and horfe:
of the right retreating with them to. the camp ; when they went off
likewife; ftretching round to-the left of the Englifh battalion halting
at the guns, and keeping out of their reach. Captain Knox then ad-
vanced to join the battalion with his own Sepoys, and the fix field--
pieces, and had collected moft of the fugitives of the other wing. Mef--
fages had' been continually fent to the Rajah’s horfe to advance, but
they could not be prevailed upon to quit the fhelter of a large tank, at

this time dry, in which they, his foot, and himfelf in the midft of

them, had remained cowering from the beginning of the action.

As foon as the Sepoys joined, and all the neceffary difpofitions:
were made, which took an hour, Colonel Forde advanced to at—-
tack ‘the enemy’s camp; but, not to retard the march, left-
the field-picces to follow. A: deep hollow way pafled along the
{kirt of the camp, behind which appeared a confiderable x‘mmbe-r of
Europeans regularly drawn up, as if to defend the paflage of the-
hollow way, and feveral fhot were fired from heavy cannon planted’
to defend the approach.  Juft as the Englith troops came near, and:

the firft divifion of the Buropeans flept out to give their fire, tlhc-
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field-pieces were arrived within fhot 3 on which all the enemy went
to the right-about, abandoned their camp, and retreated, {eemingly
every man as he lifted, in the utmoft confufion ; but the Englifh
battalion crofling after them, many threw down their arms, and
furrendered themfelves prifoners. Mr. Conflans had previoufly fent
away four of the fmalleft field-pieces; and the money of the
military cheft, laden for expedition on two camels. The fpoil of the.
field and camp was 30 pieces of cannon, moft of which were
brafs; go tumbrils, and other carriages laden with ammunition ;
{even mortars from thirteen to eight inches, with a large provifion
of thells; 1000 draught bullocks, and all the tents of the French
battalion. Three of their officers were killed in' the field, and
three died of their wounds the fame evening; 70 of their rank
and file were likewife killed, or mortally wounded : fix officers and
50 rank and file were taken prifoners, and the fame number of
wounded were fuppofed to have efcaped. © Of the Englhifh battalion,
Captain Adnet and 135 rank and file, were killed ; Mr. Macguire, the
pay-mafter, and Mr. Johnftone, the commiffary, who joined the .
grenadiers, two officers, and 20 of the rank and file, were wounded;
the Sepoys had 100 killed and more wounded. No viftory could be
more compleat. Mr. Conflans, the commander of the French army,
changing horfes, arrived on the full gallop at Rajahmundrum
before midnight, although the diftance is 4o miles from the field
on which the battle was loft 3 the troops took various routs, but
moft of them towards Rajahmundrum.

The cavalry of Anunderauze, although incapable of fighting,
were very active as {couts to obferve the flying enemy, and the con-
currence of their reports determined Colonel Forde to fend forward
500 Sepoys, which in the army were ranked the firft battalion of
thefe troops, under the command of Captain Knox. They were in
march at five in the afternoon. The next day intelligence was re-
ceived, that many of the enemy’s Europeans, and {fome of their black
fugitives, had ftopped at Rajahmundrum; on which 1000 more
Sepoys were fent to join thofe with Captain Knox ; and the whole,
now 1500, arrived there at break of day on the 1oths '

o 4 Th.lS
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- This city, the capital of the province, is fituated on the eaftern bank
of the Godaveri, 40 miles from thefea. In the middle of the town,
and near the river, flands a large fort, ‘with mud walls of little de-
fence. ‘'The French troops, having loft all their beft cannon, would
not truft to thofe'in the fort, and report had reprefented the Englith
Sepoys as the whole army, the Rajah’s and all, in full purfuit; and
n tﬁis’“perﬁ‘laﬁon they had begun to crofs the river at midnight.
Fifteen Europeans, with all the flores, baggage; and bullocks, whicl:
had efcaped from the battle, had not yet embarked, and were im-
mediately feized ; a boat loaded with maiy more Emopeans was
the fiream; and four fmall field pieces, with a thirteen-inch
mortar of brafs taken out of the fort, had juft reached the other thore
when the Englifh Sepoys arrived, who fired for half an hour, as well

with their mufkets as from thf: cannon of the fort, upon the boat

and the oppofite thore, which deterred the enemy from carrymg oft’
the field-pieces and mortar, or from remaining near them; and a
party of Sepoys crofling the river in boats, brought them back the
fame day ‘without moleftation : a large quantity of ammunition and
military ftores, laid up for the French army, was taken in the fort.
Colonel Forde, with the reft of the Englith forces, arrived at Ra-
jahmundrum the next day; but the Rajah, with his, remained at
Pcddxpoor performing the ceremony of burying the few of his people
which had chanced to be killed by the ftraggling thot of the fight.
The Hardwwke, and the two {loops, were at anchor on the coaft fome
leagues above the field of battle, which is about ro miles from the

fea; and the day after the vitory they failed to cruize on the enemy’s.

veflels between Mafulipatam and their fattories on the Godaveri : and
a few days after the thip Thames was difpatched from Vizagapatam,
fully Taden with provifions, to Madrafs.

The delay of every day which had retarded Mr. Lally from
advancing ag'uuﬁ: Madrafs was an 1dvantagn, gamed Captam

the orders of the preﬁdency, cqmpped 2000 Sepm s from his gamfon,

and delivered them, with two fmall field-pieces, to the command of -

Mahomed Iffoof, who crofled the Coleroon with this force qnnt._}_;__e;_i e
Vor. H. Ddd ' LSRR _.g._'l‘:_ﬂ_: |
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211t of November, without waiting for the troops of the allies,
whofe affiftance the prefidency had requefted. The polygar Tondi-
man gave affurances, and was really colle&ing fome, butthe Mo-
raver had returned no anfiver, and the king of Tanjore hadexprefied
himfelf in fuch equivocal terms, that tiie Prefidency refolved to fend
major Calliaud, in whom the King had confidence, to convince him
of the impolicy of his indifference : accordingly this officer embarked
on the goth in a common mafioolah, mtending to land at Tran-
quebar. _ i

The French army moved again from Conjeveram on the 29th of
November, advancing on the high road towards Madrafs ; but a
large detachment under the command of Mr. Soupire proceeded along: -
the bank of the Paliar, with orders to halt between the river and
Chinglapet. On the fame day thie partizan Lambert, with his troops
and two {mall field-pieces, attacked the pettah of Pondomalee, which
the enfign, Crowley, attempted to defend, but was driven into the
fort with the lofs of 30 or 40 of his Sepoys killed and wounded,
and two of their ferjeants, Europeans, were made prifoners. On the
4th of December, Mr. Lally reconnoitred the fort of Chinglapet in
perfon, within mufket-thot ; and contrary to the found rules of war,
and perhaps his own conviction, determined to leave it in his rvear.
On the 7th, the whole army halted at Vendaleor, and Lambert’s
party appeared in fight of the Mount, where the Englifh army had

been renforced with 400 more Europeans from the town, being all

that remained, excepting the invalids and artillery : 300 had been
pofted, a mile and half in the rear of the main camp, at Sidapet or
the little Mount, to guard the bridge and ford over the river of St.
Thomé ; but on the night after the appearance of Lambert’s party;
thefe troops were {ent back to the town, and the {ame number were
detached to fupply their place from the camp ; for Caloncl Lawrence
had no intention to rilk a general action. In the afternoon of the pinth
a confiderable body of the enemy appeared in fight of the Mount ;
but Mr. Lally had left his camp ftanding at Vendaloor,'of which
Colonel Lawrence received intelligence, and regarded this appear-*

- ance of hht.,"moving far from s, as a feint to cover the intention of

E a forced
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Book X. Siece or Foxt St. GEORGE.

a forced march in the night, higher up, acrofs the river of St.
Thomé, which might bring the French army before morning be-
tween the Englith camp and Madrafs, and cut off their retreat to
the town : he therefore immediately ftruck his tents and“marched
back with the whole army to the Choultry plain.

The g'.mund {o galied commenceth about 2000 yards fouth-weft of
the white town of Madrafs, or Fort 8t. George, from which it is
{eparated by two rivers. The one, called the river of Triplicane,
winding from the weft, gains the fea about a thoufand yatds to the
fouth of the glacis. The other coming from the northweft, pafleth
near the weftern {ide of the black town; the extremity of which is
high ground, which the river rounds, and continues to the Eaft,
until within 100 yards of the fea, where it watheth the foot of the
glacis; and then turning to the fouth continueth parallel with the
beach, until it joins the mouth and bar of the river of Triplicane.
From the turning of the river at the high ground, a canal, ftriking

to the _fo;‘_itﬁ,' communicates with the river of Triplicane. The -

Iow ground included by ‘the channels of the two rivers and the ca-
nal, is called the Iland, which is about gooo yards in circumfe-
rence. 1200 yards from the ftrand of the fea is a long bridge
leading from the ifland over the Triplicane river, to a road which
continues fouth to the town of St. Thomé. Anocther bridge over
the canal, leads to the weft, and amongft others to a village
called Egmore, from which this bridge takes its name. Coming
from the fouth or weft, thefe two bridges afford the only convenient
accefs to the Fort or white town, excepting another along the ftrand
of the fea, when tlic bar of the Triplicane river is choaked with fand.
All the ground between the St. Thomé road and the fea is filled
with v‘i'll_:{g_{as 'a@d enclofures ; and fo is that on the left, for half
a mile towards the Choultry plain, from which a road and {everal
finaller paffages leads through them to the St. Thomé Road.

It was neither the intention of the Prefidency, nor of Colonel
Lawrence himfelf, to rifque the army on the Choultry plain, mote
than they had at the Mount; for a defeat in the field was the certain
lofs of Madrafs, as the enemy in their fuperiority had 300 European

: Ddd 2 horfe,
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“horfe, excellgntly mounted and difciplined ; the greateft number
which had hitherto appeared together in India. The intention
was to gain time, for every day was precious ; and n@_ti.:m difpirit
the troops, who were to fuftain the impending fiege, and might
have made finifter refleGtions if they had been haftily led back with-

“in the walls, before their own underftandings were convinced of the

neceflity. The ground and the advantages which were taken of it
by Colonel Lawrence, fecured their retreat, when it fhould become
neceffary. ; -

The Choultry plain extends two miles to the weft of the enclo-
fures which bound the St. Thomeé road, and terminates on the
other fide at a large body of water called the Meliapore: Tank,
behind which runs with deep windings, the Triplicane river.
The road from the Mount pafles two miles and a half under the
‘mound of the tank, and at its iflue into the Choultry plain, was a
kind of defile, formed by the mound ‘on one hand, and buildings
with thick enclofures on the other. Colonel Lawrence, retreating
from the mount, halted and remained during that and the next day,
which was the 1oth, oppofite to this defile. 'On the 11th he cut
‘through the mound of the tank, which fwamped the whole length
of the road, -and then retreated to the other extremity of the plain,
<lofe to the enclofures neareft the Triplicane river. In this fitua-
tion his field-pieces commanded the road leading acrofs the plain to
that part of the enclofures through which this road continues to that
.of St. Thomé, which from the junéion continues ftreight to the
bridge of Triplicane. Three companies of Sepoys were advanced in
front on the left, toa choultry flanding at the fkict of the plain,
svhere the road enters the enclofures.

The French army remamed at the Mount .du—r-igg- the r1th, but
marched before day-break on the 12th; and at {fun-rife all their Eu-
ropean-cavalry, having taken a circuit to the fouth of the plain, ap-
-peared at the choultry fo unexpeétedly, that the Sepoys fecarcely .
Ataid to give their firft fire, and ran into the enclofures on their left,
through which they gained the main body. The cavalry, thinking
tthem{elves fecured by a {mall grove, which was in the rear of the

i : «houltry,
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choultry, drew up in front of it, but were immediately annoyed by
the advanced field-picces ; of which, feveral fhot made way through
the trees and killed three troopers 5 on which, all galloped away to
the St. Thome xoad, mtendmg, it thould feem, to pufh to Triplicane-
bridge, and then either continue on the ifland, or advance along the
{trand of the riverin the rear of the Englifh army : but oppofite to the
_governor’s garden, 500, yards from the bridge, they found the road
Atockaded acrofs, as well as the lane on the left, along the galden wall,
by which they “might likewife have come round; and in thefe two
pofts were. three companies of Sepoys, with two gung ; and the St.
Thome road, for a long way, had no other iffue to the left. The
firft fire from the flockades drove the cavalry up the road until out
-of reach.
Mean while the main. body of the French army appeared iffu-

ing from along the mound of the Meliapore tank, and advanced

along the road, which was here between .an avenue of trees,
ccannonading at intervals from fome of their field-picces : they
were anfwered without intermiffion by fix from the Enghfh line,
until their van were half through the avenue, and within 1000
yards, when Colonel Lawrence ordered the retreat.  The line
marched off their ground by the right, and pafling a ullagc called
Chindadrapettah, crofled the river of Triplicane, where it was for-
dable without difficulty ; they then continued round two or threg
hamlets to the Egmore budgc, which leads .over the canal into the
Jfland. Here they halted fome time to receive a guard of 30 Europeans
pofted in a redoubt at Egmore, in which was the pov&der—mzll of
the garrifon. . As {oon as this party joined, the whole army crofled
wthe bridge, and after fome detachments of Europeans and Sepoys had
been draughted and dent to defend the pafles of the blaclk tow,
the reft of the army marched into the fort. = Mr. Lally gave no in-
‘rerruption-to the retreat, probably becaufe he fufpeéted fome ftrata-
gems. Three Europeans were killed in the cannonade, but the

French loft 10, and.as many wounded.
At the fame time that the main body of the French army were
:zdyancing to the Choultry plain, their irregular Sepoys with Lam-
bert
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bert had proceeded along the fouth fide of the San Thomé river, in
order to attackia redoubt ‘fituated on the fide of it near the fea.
'The guard was only one company of Sepoys, who getting intelli-
gence in time, retreated along the beach and arrived fafe in the
garrifon. ' ' '

As foon as Colonel Lawrence came into the fort, the council of
the prefidency aflembled, and by an unanimous vote committed the
defence of the fiege to the governor Mr, Pigot, recommending to him'
to confult Colonel Lawrence on all occafions, and on extraordinary
emergencies toraflemble a council of the fuperior officers of the gai-
rifon. The French army immediately encamped on the ground which

the Englith had quitted, but fent a detachment acrofs the Tripli-

cane river, which took poft in the redoubt at Egmore.

As the French army were advancing from the Mount, ‘300 Euro-
peans, with two twelve-pounders, had been fent off under the com-
mand of Licutenant Colonel Murphy, againft Pondamalee. They
arrived at noon, and Murphy fummoned Enfign Crowley, with
threats, as refifting in an untenable poft, although the fort was of
frone, and furrounded by a wet ditch, On Crowley’s refufal, the
twelve-pounders were employed until night, when 20 of the
French detachment had been killed or wounded, and little damage
had been done to the wall 5 but the Sepoys within, expe@ing nei-

*ther fuccour mnor gquarter, began to waver; on which, Crowley

marched with them out of the fort in deep filence at midnight, and
pafling where he was apprized the enemy kept flight watch, got
out of reach before they were ready to puriue; and, knowing the
country, came in the next morning by the north of the black town.
The niumber was 500, in five companies, of which ‘three were the
garrifon of Pondamalee, and two had retreated hither from the fort
of Tripafiore. e
_ Their arrival brought in the laft of the troops, ftationed in diftant
out-pofts; and completed the force with which Madrafs was to fuf:
tain the fiege. The rolli of the European: military, i;-l_(;luding the
officers with 64 topaffes, and 89 coffrees incorporatediin the compa-
. nies,
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nies, amounted to 1758 men. The Sepoys were 2220, Of the Eu-
ropeans 24 were troopers mounted. The Nabob’s horfe were
260 ; but, from experience, very little fervice was expe&ea from
them. ~ 'The European inhabitants not military were 150 men,
and they were appropriated without diftin&tion to ferve out flores
and provifions to the _gﬁrﬁfam The native boatmen, who aionc
can plyacrofs the furf, had been retained by fpecial encourage-
ments, and their huts, with their mafioolas or boats, extended
under the wall next the fea, where it was fuppofed not a fhot
was likely to fall. _The Nabobj with* his family and attendants,
had come into the fort onl the day that the army retreated from the
Mount ; but, although lodged in one-of the beft houfes, were much
Graitened for want of the room and conveniencies to which they had
been accuftomed. ' 49, ¥ '

The French 'aftny c_bﬁ-ti]_med on the other fide of the Triplicane
river during the dajr‘jt‘hey aiffi-ﬁ'cd ‘from the Mount, and all the next;
but at two'in the morning of the 14th were in mjotion, and having
paffed the river where the Englifh had croffed, proceeded at the back
of Egmore to the village of Viparee, which is about a mile to the
north-weft of that poft, and from whence a good road leads nearly
. welt to the northern part of the black town. Parts of the ancient

“bound hedge, and the ruins of fome guard-houfes, {till remained
along the north and weit fides of the black town; and, with
the channel of the northern river, rendered the greatelt part of the
weftern fide very defenfible: but on the fide facing the north, were
many gaps, too open to be maintained. The army, having advanced
to the ford acrofs which the road from Viparee leads into the town,
fired their field-pieces before them, which the guards returned
with their mufketry, but the Sepoys only with one fire, and then
ran away. . Lhe Europeans, - neve;thelefs, defended the ford, and
{everal other accefies on “either hand, until ey perceived that feve-
ral parties of the"e‘néﬁ_';y had ‘entered on the north fide; when all
retreated as faft as they could to the fort, and none were inter-
cepted. In the {kirmifhes, three of them had been killed ; but of the
enemy, eleven. Soon after, the whole of the French army ap-

peared
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peared in the fouthern parts of the town, where the flreets opened -
upon the efplanade of the fort, The regiment of Tally took up
their qud{tf rs nedr the beach of the fea. " Lorrain, with the batta-
lion of India, on ‘the rifing ground to the v eft; but both' be-
hind b L]lldlhgf‘ which iuceuecl them: from ' the' fire of ‘the
fam l"ﬂln. A multitude of the natives, with the ufual defpon~
dency of their charaéter, had remained in their habitations until the*
laft hour, and now ‘came pouring upon the glacis, imploring admit-
tance into the covered way, but were refufed;, and advifed to make
their efcape asiwell as they could in the night; feveral fpies and
two or three deferters came mingled '11330115{{ them, who reported
that the French troops were all f:d]plu\?@d in ranfacking the houfes,
and that they had difcovered feveral warehoufes, filled wx_th arrack,
with which moftof them had aiready got drunk'; and fuch as were
perceived from the town, appeared flaggering under their loads and
liquor 3 on which it was: refolved to make a {trong fally befme they 1
fhould have time to recover themfelves.

Five hundred®f the beft men were draughted, and gwen to the
command of Lieutenant Colonel Draper, who fuggeﬁed the defign ;
and 1oo with major Brereton were to follow a little while after, 'as
a covering party. ‘At eleven o'clock D aper’s detachment marched
out of the weftern ravelin; two compamcs of grenadiers. led the
line, but the two field-picces were in the rear. Their way was, firft,
300 yards ﬁrelght on to the weft, where a bridge croffes a ftagnated
arm of the river that communicates with the weftern ditch of the fort.
This bridge gives accefs to and from the black town by the afcent
of the rifing ground, and is laid pointing to the N.w.: the afcent
begins almoft as foon as you have croffed the bridge, and the road
to the top continues about zoo yards in that direftion, when
it turns into a long fireet of Indian houies, which runs nearly north
and fouth, and is crofled by . feveral others on either hand. Such
was the neghgence and fecurity of the French army, that they did
not perccive the approach of the detachment, until apprifed by a
miftake of the Englifh drummers, moft of whom being black boys,
began to beat the grenadiers march as {oon as they entered the ftreet «

and
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con which the whole line from one end to the other fet up their huzza;
but even on this warning the enemy did not look out with fufficient
attention to be certified in which ftreet the detachment was advancing,
but drew up at the head of another, which ran parallel to it, about
100 yards on the left; in which they advanced 2 or 3 platoons

about g0 yards lower down, at the opening of a crofs-ftreet which
gave a ftrait communication between the two: the Englith troops

marching on did not receive a fhot until they came oppofite to thisad-

vanced guard, which then fired, and with execution, for the diftance
was point blank : the firft of the line returned the fire, but being the
company of grenadiers halted no longer than this operation, and
then proceeded; for Draper, knowing how near, and where the
enemy’s main body were drawn up, would not ftop the line, but
flationed two platoons from the fucceeding companies to continue
the fire, and prevent the enemy from breaking through the ftreet.

He at the fame time ordered the two field-pieces to advance from the

rear to the front, and the troops marching in whole files opened to
the right and left to let them pafs; but before they were brought
up, the grenadiers and fome more had puthed on to the head
of the long ftreet, in which they were marching. This was
terminated by another much broader that crofled it, coming on the
right from the efplanade of the fort to the eaft, and continued 100
yards on the other hand to the weft of the long ftreet, where the
crofs-ftreet turned to the north and then again to the weft. In that

part of the crofs-ftreet to the left appeared the regiment of Lorrain,
with four field-pieces, drawn up facing the fouth, oppofite to the
ftreet in which they had pofted their advanced guard, and were ex-

pe&ing the Englith troops ; to whom in this pofition they prefented
their flank quite naked. Beyond them, in the continuation of the
ftrect, after it has turned to the north, the battalion of India, which
comprized the troops belonging to the French company, were af-
fembling. Not a moment was loft in taking the advantage ; the
grenadiers, and as many more as the breadth of the fireet, which
was here 5o yards, would admit, faced and fired ; but had fearcely
time to give a fecond, before the two field-pieces came up. In that
part of the crofs-ftreet where the Englith troops had faced, and in
Vor. IL Ece front
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front of their left, almoft adjoining to the .Iong_:j-@reet they ‘had
pafled through, lay the ruins of a demolithed houfe, which {pread
more than halfsway over the crofs-ftreet, and althOﬂgh--;;mt;;hjgh
enough to prevent a fingle rank of mutketry from ﬁr.in'g_ over the
rubbifh, did not admit the field-pieces, which were therefore drawn
up to the tight of the rubbith, and the troops which had ftood
there made room for them, by crowding along the adjoining: walls
on that {ide of the crofs-ftreet. Thefe alterations created fome con-
fufion ; for they were made with much hurry from, the ardour of
fetting the field-pieces to work ; which did not difappoint/ the expec-
tation, but firing with grape ‘knocked down numbers. - Lorrain
fcarcely ftood a minute before all the men ran into the oppofite
honfes ; and all the officers could do, was -to turn the field-pieces,
which the gunners likewife abandoned after the very firft d.-if;:hd_r_gc.
Draper immediately commanded his own firing to. ceafe, and the
grenadiers to follow him to the enemy’s guns, to which he ran, and
fired apiftol, but without effec, at an officer who remained by them,
which the officer having returned with as little, offered to furrender

himfelf and the guns, when Draper perceived that he had been fol~

lowed by only four grenadiers. In the fame inflant, many of the
French foldiers, encouraged by the ceafing of the Englith fire, and
the backwardnefs of the men to advance with Draper, gathered
again in the fireet, and began to fire ; by which two of the grena-
diers were killed, and the other two wounded before they got
back to their own men, and Draper returned with them. Now the
field-pieces and mufketry on both fides commenced the hotteft fire :
but with encreafing havock from the enemy, whofe numbers were
augmented every moment by the battalion of India ; and many of
the Englith foldiers began instheir turn to takefhelter in the neareft
houfes and enclofures. ' Neverthelefs, the brunt of this fight con-
tinued 20 minutes, when Draper convinced that no fuecefs ‘was to
be expeted, and that the arrival of Lally’s regimentifiom the {ca-
fide-might cut off the whole detachment, ordered:the retreat ; but
net: a‘iﬁnglc drummer was found to beat it. ‘The' grenadiers of the
Co‘n‘:éany’s troops, not having room' to be employed in the crofs-

: o Htreet
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fireet occupied by other platoons ‘and the field-picees, had gone into a
large enclofure on the fide of the flreet oppofite to the rubbifh ; and
as'well as the others who had taken fhelter in houfes on the right were
not:apprized of theiretreat: all'who were marched huddled together
down the crofs-fireet; which openediin lefs than 300 yards upon
the efplanade,nzmdfuh&er the proteGtion of the guns of the fort ; but
the enemy purfued fo clofe, and their fire both of cannon and muf
ketry became fo fuperior, that the two ficld- plcces in the rear of the
detachment were abandoned; and the enemy’s divifions had advaniced
to the enclofure in'which the grenadiers had taken refuge, before they
bad thought of marching out. They were offered quarter, which they
accepted, becaufe they could make no effeétual refiftance, althongh
thcy were eighty, the prime men of the garnfon ‘During the fight
in the weftern part of the black town, the regiment of Lally towar‘ds
the fea were with much difficulty got under arms by Mr. Bufly, for
moft of the common men were reeling drunk. However, they had ad-
vanced, fheltered by houfes from the fire of the fort, until they camé
within goo yards of the flreet in which the Englith were retreating),
and arrived there juft as the line were coming out of it upon 'the ef*
planade, when the interval between them was open to the firc of the
fort ; the fear of which, and the miftruft of their intoxicated men,
deterred the other platoons, and the field-pieces; officers from leading
them ‘on to the fair attack before them ; and they were contented to fire
from two ficld-pieces ﬂl-pointcd at the line, who as foon as out of 'the
fireet turned fhort tol the fouth, and proceeded ‘on the lower ground
under the houfés which fkirted the weft face of the efplanade, until
they came oppoﬁte to the north-weft angle of the glacis, and met in
the way the covering party with! Major Brereton, whiich had advanced
and was waiting for them in good order : the nearer the line came to
the fort, the greater became their hurry to get into it, for many ran
over the glacis; but all the officers, with as many men as they could
keep together, marched in order to the entrance on the eaftern face of
the north ravelin. No officer, , excepting Lieutenant Billock, was killed

on the {pot; but Majbthher, Captain Hume, and Enfign Chace, were
Freez mortally
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mortally wounded : Polier came into the fort, but the other two
were taken. Captain Pafcall and Licutenant Elliot were fhot
through the body; Lieutenants Stephen Smith and Blair, and Enfign
Cook, were wounded and taken; but recovered. Of rank and
file ro3 were taken, of whom 19 were wounded : Fifty came in
wounded, and fifty were left dead abroad, of whom all did not fall
in the' open aftion, for more than 2o were found killed in dif-
ferent houfes, moftly ftabbed with bayonets, and with their an-
tagonifts lying dead befide them ; fo that the garrifon loft the lives
or fervice of more than 200 foldiers and fix officers by this fally.
The French acknowledged 200 of their common men killed and
wounded; and had 12 officers wounded, Saubinet mortally, and
three killed on the {pot; they loft only four prifoners, of whom
one was the Count I’Eftaign ; his quarters were with Lally’s regi-
ment near the beach, and on the firft firing he mounted his horfe,
and came galloping down the crofs-fireet to the rear of the Englifh
grenadiers, whom, being fhort-fighted, or perhaps not feeing at all
through the fmoke, he took for French troops, nor perceived his

- miftake until within a few yards, when his horfe ftumbling, threw

him, and before he could recover himfelf, he was feized by
two drummers, who had their {words drawn to ftab him, when
Licutenant Smith, the fame who was afterwards taken prifoner
himfelf, ftepped between : his confequence being known, he was
immediately fent away with an officer and a file of men to the fort.
M. Lally blamed exceffively his own regiment for not marching on
the firft fire, which had they done, and the troops been lefs intoxi-
cated, it is probable that very few of the Englith detachment would
have efcaped. He endeavoured to fix the fault on Mr. Bufy, who
juftified himfelf by the delay of Mr. Lally’s orders, without which,
according to the regulations of the fervice, the regiment could not
march ; and then Bufly led them. Mr. Lally regretted exceedingly

the lofs of Saubinet and the Count D’Eftaign, and with reafon ; for

the one poflefled all the qualities of an able general, and the other of
an a&tive partizan.

Very
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Very few cafes permit a. ftrong fally from the garrifon at the
opening of a fiege ; the prefent was in fome meafure juftified by the
fuppofition that the enemy’s troops were intoxicated and in confufion :
but, notwithftanding the ardour of the onfet, it left no advantageous
impreflion of the firmnefs of the garrifon with the French officers ;
and Murphy, one of the moft experience, propofed that a general
affault fhould be made on the town in the enfuing night, in four
divifions, and offered to lead the principal attack himfelf. It was
lucky for them that his advice was not followed.

The next day the French army began to prepare their batteries,
but in fituations concealed by houfes from the view of the ramparts ;
however, the motions to and fro left little doubt where they were
at work, and fhells as well as thot were fired at intervals throughout
the day to interrupt them ; although {paringly, except when certain
of effe¢t ; and this prudent thrift was obferved throughout all the
days, until they opened their batteries : but their artillery which had
embarked for the fiege was fiill at a diftance at fea, and on the day
of the fally a party of four companies of Sepoys, detached with
Lieutenant: Airey by Captain Prefton from Chinglapet, took the
only 13 inch mortar, which was coming by land : it was efcorted by
150 Sepoys ; they were intercepted and defeated between Sadrafs and
Cobelong ; but Airey, having no bullocks to draw off the mortar,
ruined it as.well as he could, and left it on the road.

Intelligence had been received, that one of the veflels which had
been laden with artillery at Alamparva, was detained at anchor off
the point of Conimere, about 15 milés to the South of Sadrafs, by
the contrary wind and current ; and a Dutch Snow being in the road
of Madrafs, it was refolved to equip and employ her, to attack the
French veffel ; accordingly 20 failors belonging to the {quadron who
had been lately exchanged, and 40 of the marines left by Mr.
Pococke, were fent on board under the command of a naval officer
of experience; but juft as he was going to weigh, the failors refufed
to ferve, pretending that they knew the French thip was much too
{trong for them ; on which they were relanded on the 1oth, 'm.d

the attempt was relmqunﬂled
The
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"The evperlence of ‘the'very few days ‘that'the fort had beeén in-
vefted, had convinced' thie Nabob' of the' mcreaﬁng. inconveniences

‘which he and his family would fuffer by continuing in it through
the fiege ;, andthe garrifon flill miore withed'to be: &e@& from the

afelefs confuniption and embarrafiment 'of ‘his retinue, @vhlch con-
fifted of goo men, with oo ‘horfes, befides other «cattle, who,
neverthelefs, ‘could ot ‘decently be' difmiffed whilft' he' remaired.
It was therefcne refolved, with mutual fatisfaction, that hé thould pro=-
ceed by fea with his wife, women, and children, and their immediate
attendants, on board the'Dutch fnow, which was to land them‘at the
Dutch fettlement of Negapatam 3 fromi whenee, being in the Tan-

jore country, they might proceed fecurely to Tritchinopoly. They

embarked, attended by one of the council, on'the night of the zoth,

- and before morning were out of fight ; the Nabob’s dependants were

theén told, that they might provide for their own fafety, andin a
few ni crhts moft of them qmttcd the town.

On t'he 16th at night, a fally was made to the north by 4.0 Euro-
peans, and as many Sepoys 3 but they were difcovered before they
got clear of the glacis, and 'returned W1th0ur: firmg. ' Two fallies
were made on the night of the 1gth: the one by 20 Europeans and
30 Sepoys, under the command of Enfign Bonjour, who proceéded
to the ‘northward under the beach to the firft houfes: beyond the
efplanade, when fome of the Sepoys cried out they faw horfe, and

‘giving a feattering fire) took flight, which obliged the. Europeans,

after giving theirs, to retreat hkew1ie, but, before they were out of
reach, they received the enemy’s, by which one ‘was killed and two
wounded. The other fally was of 1006 Sepoys, under the com-
mand of Jemaul Saheb, to the fouthward; they were to beat up a
guard pofted at the garden-houfe, and theén proceed to St. Thomé,
in order to feize a ‘piece of battering cannon which was waiting
there for bullocks, under the efcort of a company of Sepoys: they
marched over the Triplicane-bridge, but had fcarcely got into the St.

‘Thomé Road, when they received a fire from the firft enaclbﬁlre on
the left, whxch threw the whole body ‘into a pamck and all ex~

ceptlng
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cepting 30 OF 40 returned into the fort, and none of them had re-
ceived a wound. iRt H

 On the 214t another detachment of 1000 Sepoys with 20 Euro-
peans fallied at 10 o'clock /in’'the day, under the, conduét of Lieu-
tenant Balantyne and Enfign Crowley, in order to beat up a party

with 2, gunsiwhich swere repoited to be pofted at the’ pagoda in the

village of Triplicane about a mile to)the fouth of the fort. They
crofled the bar of the Triplicane river; and proceeded driving feveral
fmall 'Sepoy guaids before them to the pagoda ; where, not finding
either the party or the guns they were fecking, they turied into the
St. Thomé road, and croffing it, marched along the other road, which
leads to the Choultry-plain, intending to attack the enemy’s guards
on the outfide of the enclofures near the village of Chindadrepettah ;
but before they arrived on the plain 300 Europeans were reported ad-
vancing from T'riplicane river, on which the detachment marched back
to'the bridge, and returned by the ftrand of the river to the bar, where
* a company of grenadiers were waiting to cover their retreat.. . Whilft
this detachment was abroad, two pieces of battering cannon, drawn

by a great many bullocks and coolies, were perceived crofling from.

the village of Chindadrepettah to the 5. w. towards the black town,
and being within random dhot of the weftern baftions feveral cannon
were fired upon them, which ' foon. ftopt- the bullocks and coolies,
-and one of! the guns funk to the axle-tree in the mud ; upon which

300 Sepoys, encouraged by the promife of ‘a reward, marched with

Jemaul Saheb to fpike up thefe iguns: on their appearance the
drivers caft off and hurried away the bullocks, and the coolies ran
away s but. beforerthe: Sepoys. got to the bridge, which leads to.

Egmore, 200 European horfe, followled by fome infantry, appeared:

advancing from the camp in the black tawn'; on which: the party
was recalled mto the fort. e

‘On-the 14thyallithe Englith prifoners that-had been taken at the
fally were fent awaysfor ‘Pondicherry. They were 100, and were
efcorted by 1 50 of the:Buropean horfe, 40 European foot, and 509

Sepoys. They moved flowly, and proceeded towards Sadrafs, by the-

road near the {eathorg, which pafleth by Cobelong, where they were

2 halting

397
1758,

December,



398
1758.

il RSl
December.

Tue War ofF COROMANDEL. Book X.
halting on the 1gth. Captain Prefton, zealous to recover the pri-
{oners, marched in the night of the 19th, with the greateft part of
the garrifon of Chinglapet, to intercept them. His party was only
80 Europeans, 4006 Sepoys, and two field-pieces. They croffed the
country, and halted at 10 o’'clock next day fix miles to the fouth of
Sadrafs. A channel of 20 miles in length extends from Cobelong
to within three miles of Sadrafs, and has at each extremity an open-
ing to the fea, from which it receives its water, and at times énough
to overflow the country a mile a-crofs, in which flate it was at
prefent. ~ Befides the road leading from Cobelong to Sadrafs along
the {ea fhore, there is another within the inundation, and Prefton
remaining where he had halted fent half his force over the water
with lieutenant Airey, to wait for the enemy on the other road ; two
hours after appeared a body of 400 Sepoys, with fome black horfe,
whom Prefton kept at a diftance and difperfed ; and in the evening,
Airey’s party returned without any tidings of the efcort, which had
pafled on to Sadrafs before he croffed the water, on which Prefton®
marched back to his garrifon, where he arrived the next day.

The commandant Mahomed Iffoof, after having been detained
three days at Outatore by the rains, arrived on the 29th of No-
vember at Thiagar, where he was joined by the killidar, Kiftnarow,
with 250 horfe, and 1000 foot; and Mahomed Iffoof himfelf had
enlifted 100 horfe on the road. Their forces marched on the firft of
December, and invefted Elavanafore, which ftands ten miles to the

" weft of Thiagar. There were in the fort two companies of Sepoys

belonging to the French, with a lieutenant, Dumefnil, and three
other Europeans, a ferjeant, and two gunners, and two field-pieces :
this garrifon defended themfelves until the clofe of the evening,
when they furrendered. Fifty of the Sepoys took fervice with Ma-
homed Iffoof ; the reft were difarmed and permitted to go where
they pleafed, but the four Europeans were fent to Tritchinopoly :
{fome ftores and ammunition were found in the fort. Thenext day
Kiftnarow went away with his own troops to get plunder, and on
the 7th burnt a village in fight of Fort St. David; but Mahomed

dffoof did not move until the sth, when he proceeded to Tricolore,
4 a for-
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a fortified pagoda, ten miles to the north of Elavanafore, On the
6th, Le was jomned by 200 horfe, 1500 Colleries, and 2350 Peons,
fent by the polygar Tondiman, and the day after attacked the
pagoda, in which were three companies of Sepoys, who defended it
with much a@ivity until eight at night, when they offered to fur-
render Prmnded they were permitted to march away with their
arms and effeé@s ; and having already killed 15 and wounded 55 of
Mahomed Ifloof’s troops, he accepted their terms; and then follow-
ing the track of Kiftnarow marched to the eaftward, fpreading his
army to ravage the country, all of which, as far as the fea, paid
revenue to the French. On the 1sth they appeared at Villenore,
within fight of Pondicherry, and brought fo much terror, that the
inhabitants of the adjacent villages took fhelter in crowds within
the bound hedge. On the 18th they cut the mound of the great
tank at Valdoor, and let out the water to deftroy the cultivations

it was referved to fertilize. The fivord was little ufed, but fire

_every where, and the cattle were driven away to Tricaloor. Mr.
Lally on hearing of thefe devaftations, fent word to Mr. Pigot,
that he would retaliate, by putting men, women, and children to
the fword in the territory about Madrafs ; he however forbore to
Execute the threat. On the 21ft Mahomed Ifloof was joined by
300 horfe from Tanjore, not furnithed by the king, but hired there
with his permiffion, by Mahoined Ifloof’s agents : on the fame day
Kiftnarow returned with all his troops to Thiagar. The next,
Mahomed Ifioof began his march from Villaporum to the north-
ward, ftill continuing his ravages. Ra_]ahf'xheb with a confiderable
body of horfe, had been for fome time at Conjeverdm, waiting to
prote& thofe diftri¢ts from his excurfions, and on his approach
crofied the Paliar, and advanced to Salavauck, as feemingly with in-
tention to give him battle ; but on better intelligence of his force,
rook fhelter under the guns of Vandiwath. Lambert was alfo on
the other fide of the Paliar with 400 Sepoys, 25 Europeans, and
two guns, but en the fame information marched round and ftopt at
two days diftance in his rear. On the 25th Mahomed Hioof with
his army joined Captain Prefton at Chinglapet.

Vor. IL. Fff Or
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On the 22d the Harlem, {o long expe&ted by the enemy, anchored
in the evening at Onore, thiec leagues to the notth of the black
town. 'The next day, the Thames, ladcn with all Kinds of pro-
vifiorie, arrived in the road from Vizagapatam ; the wind was high,
and the thip had but two anchors, and in the next forenoon parted
from that by which fhe was riding, before one that was coming
from the fhore on a catamaran could reach her +“and the Harlem
getting under weigh from Onore at the fame time, the ftood out to
fca, intending to regain the road in the evening, but before night
was driven out of fight to leeward. She brought the news of the
viGtory gained by Colonel Forde at Pedipore over the French troops
with Mr., Conflans, which the fort anounced to the enemy by 21
guns pointed upon their quarters from the northern baftions; and the
fire of the whole garrifon drawn up in the covered way. ‘The next
day the Harlem ftopped and feized a veflel trading from the norward,
laden with 1000 bags of rice, of which the French camp was much
in want. ‘The artillery brought by the Harlem was not fufficient
to fupply the intended batteries ; but feveral cannon and mortars of :
thofe unladen from the Diligent and Expedition at Alamparvah, and
brought in boats from thence to San Thomé, pafled every day from
this place to the camp in the black town, and generally acrofs the
plain of Egmore, within fight of the fort ; but fince the fally of the
Sepoys on the 21ft, the efcorts were too ftrong to be attacked by
any parties which the garrifon could with prudence rifque at that
diftance. But the flock of gun-powder neceflary for the batteries
was not yet completed ; for this was brought the whole way from
Pondicherry or Alamparvah, by land ; and for the want of bullocks
with much delay.
The commandant Mahomed Iffoof on his arrival at Chinglapet
difpatched the greateft part of his horfe, which were now near 1000,
to ravage and deftroy the country about Conjeveram, from which

the French government drew revenues, and their army before

Madrafs, provifions. On the 27th, he marched himfelf with his in-
fantry, intending according to_infiructions he had received from Mr.
Pigot, to furprize the French troops which were quartered in the

2 town
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town of San Thomé ; but C'aptain Prefton thnking this a hazardous
enterprize, refolved to participate in it, and accompanied him with
_ 8o Europeans, two field-pieces, and fix companies of Sepoys, from
his garrifon. They: arrived | at the Mount on the 2gth, and were
rejoined the fame day: by the horfe from Conjeveram : during the
enihing_n.ig!ht,&af detachment of oo Europeans, of w_hich 100 Were
cavalry, 600 Sepoys, and 800, black horfe, marched from the black
town and other pofts; under the command of Mr. Soupire, and at
day-break the next morning had pafled the village of Sidapet, and
were within fight of the Mount before their approach was known ;
however, the ativity of Prefton and Mahomed Iffoof ftopt the effeéls
of the furprize,-and in a few minutes the troops from both their
_camps were in march : the enemy halted and began to cannonade,
which was returned and continued until 1o o’clock, when Captain
Prefton {ecing an advantage, made a pufh with the Chinglapet
troops, and feized two of their guns, whilft Mahomed Ifloof with
his kept the main body at bay and prevented them from making an
effort to refcue them ; however, the enemy retreated in good order to
Sidapte for thegreateft part of Mahomed Ifloof’s cavalry were, if pofiible,
worfe than the black horfe with the French, and few of ecither
ventured within arm’s length of each other. Fifteen of the French
Europeans, with fome of their Sepoys and horfes, were left dead on
the plain, but they carried away their wounded, of whom fifteen
were troopers 3 moft of this execution was done by the field-pieces ;
the Chinglapet tréops loft only'_one European, but feveral Sepoys ;
and more of Mahomed Ifloof’s Sepoys with fome of his horfemen,
were killed and wounded : both Prefton’s and Mahomed Ifloof’s di-
vifions continued at the mount. '

At break .of day the next morning, r1ooo Sepoys, with the
troop  of horfe,  fallied from’ the garrifon of Fort St. George by
the fouthern gate, in order to beat up the guards at the bar of
the river, the garden-houfe, and the village of Triplicane, which
they effeted  without oppofition ; they likewife intercepted a
_fappy or letter-carrier, coming with many to the French army,
‘which gave information of the arrival of a veflel at Pondicherry

from the ifland of Mauritius with 7o chefts' of filver. This -

Fffa2 day
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day clofed the year. Mr. Lally intended to open the next with
his firft fire againft the fort ; but the preparations to equip a large
detachment intended to attack the troops with Prefton and Mahomed
Ifoof, deferred the battery to the 2d of January.

The French, whilit in poffeffion of Fort St. George, a&er takeu-
by Labourdonnais, had made feveral improvements and additions to-
the flight works they found, which neverthelefs, rendered the fort:
fittle capable of long refiftance againft the regular approaches of an
European enemy ; nor had they given any extenfion to the internal

area, which did not exceed 15 acres of ground. Neverthelefs, the

Englith let the place remain in the ftate they received it from the
French in 1551, until the beginning of the year 1756 ; when the
expedtation of another war with that nation, and the reports of the
great preparations making in France againft India, diGated the ne-
eeflity of rendering it completely defenfible. ' Accordingly all the:
coolies, labourers, and tank diggers, which the adjacent country
could {fupply, were from this time conftantly employed on the for-
tifications : their daily number generally amounted to 4000 men,
women, and children, who had continued on the works until lately

driven away by the approach of the French army from Conjeveram
An addition had been projected in the year 1743 by the engineer
Mr. Smith, father of Captain Jofeph Smith, which included as.
much ground as the former area of the fort : the ditch which marked
its limits was then dug and faced with brick, and was fupplied with
water by a communication with the northern river, which at that
ttme ran along the foot of the ancient wall to the weft; but on.
account. of the expence, nothing was then raifed above the furface,
and the naked ditch remained when Delabourdonnais came before
the town, neither an obftrnétion nor an advantage to his attack. It
was in the fame condition in 1756, when the new works were re-
folved on 3 and the plan of Mr. Smith havi ing been '1pp10ved by Mr.
Robins, the fortifications on. this fide were raifed in conformity to.
that projeGtion. To join the new rampart with the old baftion' to
the s.w. and to gam the ground in the new area which was occu-.
pied by the river, its bed was filled up, beginning from the s. w..
baftion, with earth dug from the edge of the rifing ground of the
black
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black town to the north-weft,which the excavation removed 40 yards
farther from the works : but only two-thirds of the bed of the river
under the old wall had been choaked up. The river ftopped in its
former channel, was directed in another, which environed the weft
and part of the fouth face of the new works, wathing in fome
places the foot of the glacis, until it rejoined its former bed at the
head of the fpit of fand. The old wall of the weftern fide ftill re-
mained as a retrenchment to capitula‘tp on, i cafe the outward thould
be carried. The new extention on this fide comprized three large
baftions and their out-works. ‘The fouthern of thefe three baftions
communicated with the old baftion, which ftood before on the s.w.
angle, by the curtain raifed acrofs the former chanel of the river ;
and this curtain encreafed the fouth face of the fort from 130 to 210
yards. Neverthelefs, the works on this fide were much lefs de-
fenfible than thofe to the weft and north ; but the furface of water
and quagmire in the river before it, rendered this front inacceflible,
excepting by thelabours of a much greater army, than the prefent
attack.  The ground on the north of the fort gave the befieger much
more advantage than on theother fides ; and. this face was therefore
ftrengthened in proportion : the two - former baftions and rampart,
as improved and left by the French, were fuffered to remain, but
the ditch and glacis which they had dug and raifed, were, the one
filled up, and the other removed further out, to.admit better works,
In the front of the n.w. baftion was raifed another capable of mount--
ing 28 guns; each of the faces were 100 yards in length, and a
- battalion might be drawn up on its rampart, although a large
vacancy - was left in the gorge, or back part, to increafe the in~

terval towards the former baftion behind, which this was intended:

to cover; it was from its {uperior ftrength called the royal baftion.
A dem baftion corefponding with the royal was raifed before the
old ~.E. baftion, that ftood on the beach of the fea, which however
the demi baftion did not entirely envelop 3 for its right hand or caft
face extending in a line parallel tO".Itihi-.’;'. 'féa,_-_adjéincd.to the thoulder
angle of the nothern face of the old baftion, leaving this face free to fire
forward, but confining the extent of ground it commanded to thefame
width as the {pace between the eaft face of the demibaftion and the fea:-

4 to
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to the weltward, the old baftion had two guns clear of the demi
baftion, which fupplied the defence on this fide by four guns in the
flank, and 7 in its northen face. The two new baftions commu-
tcated with each other by a broad fauflebray that paffedalong the
foot of the old rampart and baftions ; this fauflebray was defended
by a ftout parapet feven feet high, which adjoined to the flanks of the
new baftions. The ditch o this front was dry, becaufe the ground
here was feven feet higher than: the level of the canal which fupplied
the ditches to the weft and fouth ;' but a Cuvette or trench feven feet
deep and 2.5 feet broad was dug the whole length of the ditch, which
before the fauflebraywas 180 feet wide, and before the baftions, ninety.

The covered way of this front was broad and well pallifaded, and con-
tained between the two baftions a large ravelin capable of 18 guns,

g in each of its faces. The glacis was excellent, and little was

wanting to compleat the defences on this fide, excepting mines,
which the want of time and bricklayers had not allowed. ‘The
weftern face had likewife its covered way palifaded, and glacis, and
contained three ravelins, of which that in the middle was the largeft.
‘The eaftern face extended along the beach of the fea within twenty
yards of the furf, but thips could not approach near enough to batter
it with any effet ; and no guns could be brought to bear upon it by
land. Before the fea gate, which ftands in the middle of the cur-
tain, was a battery of thirteen guns; fifty yards on the right of this
battery was a platform of old ftanding, with 1 4 guns to return falutes,
which had hitherto been left without a parapet : the original curtain,
although nothing more than a brick wall four feet thick, had never
been f{trengthened; but a trench fix feet deep, and 10 wide, had
lately been dug before it; and a ditch with palifadoes was intended
to have been carried round the battery and the platform, but had not
been executed at either. ‘The only danger on this fide was from a
fudden aflault or furprize, which could rarely come by boats landing
unawares acrofs the furf; but always, and with eafe, by a body of
men paffing on the edge of it by either of the baftions at the extre-
mities; to prevent which, a row of anchors, backed by palifades, and

a trench
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a trench were extended from the neck of each baftion quite into
the furf. WNo buildings, excepting fheds, had been raifed in the
new ground taken in to the weftward ; and in thofe of the old,
the bomb-proof lodgments were not {ufficient for the fecurity of the
garrifon. o ceqte Ik '

"The firft appearance of any work done by the enemy had been difcern-
ed in, the mb:rxﬁlg of the 18th of December, when Lally’s regiment
had compleated a breaft-work. clofe to the {ea, 580 yards from the
covered way 3 it was fheltered by houfes on the right, but open in
front to a dire fire from the north-eaft and demi baftions . from
this breaftwork they continued a trench by two zig zags 180 yards
nearer the fort, which brought the trench 40 yards upon the efpla-
nade : here they began a battery intended for many guns, which
extended from the beach, parallel to the fame fire as the breaft-work,
and behind this battery on the right they raifed another for fix mor-
tars, which they compleated by the end of the month ; but the con-
ftant fire of the fort had retarded their work and prevented them
from opening any embrafures in the battery for the cannon, becaufe
they had not enough ready for this, and another battery of fix guns,
which the regiment of Lorrain had on their fide compleated at the
opening of a fireet on the rifing ground to the weftward, which en-
filaded the face of the royal baftion, and the covered way before it ;
behind this battery were two mortars imprudently fheltered by the
cubbifh of houfes, which had been demolifhed for the purpofe.

The garrifon called this the Lorrain, and the other by the fea,

Lally’s battery- _
At break of day, on the 2d of January, the Lorrain battery be-

gan to fire both its cannon and mortars, which were foon followed by
four thirteen-inch mortars from Lally’s, which threw their fhells in
yollies all together. The fort returned with thells as well as thot
~ upon the Lorrain battery with 11 guns, four on the weft face of the

Royal, five on the flank of the Demi, and two on the weft flank
of the old north-eaft baftion : this fuperiority in lefs than an hour
difimounted two of the Lorrain guns, and obliged them. to withdraw

the other four; but agamnft the mortars, either here or at Lally’s,
: the
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the fire of the defences could have little effe&, excepting by luck, fince
they wete concealed and defended, as wfual, by a h1gh and {trong
parapet : this annoyance, therefore, continued until feven in the

_cvening, during which time only 8o fhells had been thrown from

both, all of which fell about the middle of the inhabited part of the
fort, where flood the government houfe, againft swhich they feemed
to have been aimed, and two went through the upper roof: much
mifchief was alfo dene to the adjoining buildings; but not a fingle
perfon was either killed or wounded by their fall or explofions, nor
had any one fuffered by the cannon fhot of the morning.

As foon as the night clofed, feveral of the principal European
women, with their chﬂdren, were fent away in three mafloolah
boats, to refide under the prote&ion of the Dutch fettlement at Sa-
drafs ; they had not been gone two hours before intelligence was re-
ceived from Captain Prefton, that a French detachment had fur-
prized the fort of Sadrafs, taken poffeffion of the town, and made
the garrifon and all the Dutch inhabitants prifoners; but it was too
late to recall the Mafloolahs.  Another letter from Prefton, which
came in the morning, gave information of an action which he had
fuftained the day before. ;
~ The town of San Thomé was become a poft of great confequence
to the French army. The remains of an ancient ditch and bad
ground round moft parts of the town, with the river and ‘the
Englifh redoubt to the fouth, fecured it from furprize, unlefs at-
tempted by very fuperior numbers. They accordingly made the
town the ftation of their boats, as well as the temporary repofitory
of their convoys coming by land, and had likewife eftablithed in it
one of the hofpitals of their camp: but the junétion of Mahomed
Ificof’s troops, with Prefton’s, rendered the maintenance of the
town an objeét of much greater doubt and folicitude, than when it
was only expofed to fallies from the garrifon of Fort St.Georges;
and the body of French troops which had engaged Prefton and Ma-
homed Iffoof at the mount on the goth of December retreated im=
medxately after the adtion to San Thome The day after the ac-
tion Prefton received intelligence that the parnzan, Lambert, was

advancing
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advancing from the fouth, with alarge quantity of flores anda ftrong
efcort; on which he moved from the Mount, in order to intercept
them, and encamped at Trivambore, which is a village with a pa-~
goda, fituated two miles to the fouth of San Thomé, and one from
the fea thore, He was followed by the troops of Mahomed Hioof ;
it having been agreed, in order to prevent jealoufies as well as
confufion, that the two commands thould move and encamp in fe-
parate bodies. The troops of Mahomed Ifioof confifted of 3500 foot,
00 horfe, with three bad field-pieces ; they encamped to the north
of the village, and extended almoft to the fea, with their front to-
wards San Thomé. Captain Prefton, with his divifion, which con-
fited of 60o Sepoys, with 80 Europeans, and two brafs three-
. pounders, pitched their tents to the fouth, looking out for Lambert
towards Sadrafs. Mr. Lally, apprehenfive that they intended to
attack San Thomé, encreafed the European mnfantry there to soo
rank and file, and the European horfe to 1 5o. Mr. Soupire command-
ed, and leaving all the black troops, whether horfe or Sepoys, marched
at three in the morning with the Europeans only, who were 6 50 horfe
and foot, and without ficld-pieces. Half an hour before day they fell
on the camp of Mahomed Ifioof, which had gained no warning of their
approach. ‘The furprize and confufion was fo great, that Mahomed
Hioof himfelf efcaped at the back of his tent, and his troops fled
‘every way under the enemy’s fire, which lafted fifteen minutes with-
out interruption ; during which Prefton turned out his line, and fent
forward his piquets to difcover, who returned without perceiving
any figns of troops to the fouth ; at the {fame time the croud of fu-
gitives thewed that the enemy were in pofleflion of Mahomed Ifloof’s
camp, and Prefton, judging that their order muft have been much
broken by the onfet, the a&ion, the darknefs, and the interruptions
fpread over the ground, inmediately refolved to attack them; and
marching with his whole divifion at the back of the village to the
weftward, came on the flank of Mahomed Ifloof’s camp, almoft as
foon as his approach was difcovered ; where the French troops,
thinking they had routed all their enemies, were colleéing the plun-
Vor IL Ggg der ;
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der; nor could the officers recall them to any order, before the fire
of Prefton’s divifion, led by his two field-pieces loaded with grape,
feoured through the camp, and his mufketry was augmented by the
return of the beft of Mahomed Iffooff’s Sepoys. Neverthelefs,
Jome of the enemy in different parties endeavoured to rally; but, hay-
ing no {trong or colletted fire to return, they fell, the more they ven-
tured to make refiftance, and all at length broke in confufion ; but
when at fome diftance the officers prevailed on them to flop, and
they marched off in order. " They had got poflfefiion of the two field-
pieces, ‘of Mahomed Ifloof’s divifion, but did not tarry to draw them
off.  Thirty-fix of their Europeans were counted dead; of whom
one was a captain, and another a licutenant. ‘Of the Englifh troops:
in both attions two Europeans were killed and fix wounded ; of the
Sepoys 60, and 1213 but only three of the black cavalry, ‘and’
five horfes were killed. On a review at three o'clock in the
afternoon, only 700 of Mahomed Ifloof’s Sepoys were numbered ;
all the reft of his troops, cavalry, colleries, and fepoys, on a fuppo-
fition that Prefton’s divifion had been as eafily routed as themfelves,
fled acrofs the country, nor thought themfelves fafe before they

got under the guns of Chinglapett, and according to their example-

the market-people ran away with their bullocks and provifions, of
which there was not fufficient for one meal left in the camp; and
this want obliged the troops which remained to march away the fame
evening with the appearance of defeat as far as Vendaloor, in order
to meet a fupply from Chinglapett.

- The fuperior fire of the fort in the morning determined the enemy:
to wait until they could renew the attack with lefs difproportion..
On the 4th a fmall floop laden with ftores and ammunition worked
through the road and anchored near the Harlem, and mafioolas had
every day pafled between St. Thomé and the black town. At day-
break on the 6th, a volley of fix mortars were thrown from Lally’s

battery, as a fignal of preparation, and they were the firft, either thot

or fhell, which the enemy had fired fince their mortars ceafed on the
evening of the 2d, although the fort had conftantly fired both to in-
terrupt their work. At fun-rife they commenced a regular canno-

nade
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nade and bombardment, which confifted of {even guns and fix large
‘mortars: from Lally’s, and feven guns, with a howitz, from the
Lorrain battery, with the two mortars in this quarter, which, how-
ever, fired but {eldem.; Although the Lorrain battery fired only from
feven. embrafures, it had been augmented to ten, of which the ad-
ditional four i:mergin areturn, or extending from an angle to the righi
of the other fix, and bore upon Pigot’s, the next baftion on the weft
front. to: the -left ‘of the royal. The cnemy’s fire, both of fhot
‘and fhells, was direéted more agamft the buildings than againft
thé works., . The fort returned on Lally’s battery r1 guns from the
old north-eaft baftion, the north ravelin, and the royal baftion.
Againft the Lorrain battery, likewife, eleven guns, four from the
royal baftion, two from the north-weft curtain near Pigot’s baftion,
and three from the center ravelin called St. George’s on the weft :
but more guns bore upon the batteries, 1f it had been neceffary to
ufe them.

The enemy_.’:s.morta_rs‘-cox_ltinued_thmugh the night,’ and were re-
joined in the morning by the cannon of the preceding day, and two
more, from-a battery intended for four, which was raifed on the ef~
planade, adjoining to the weft-fide of the burying-ground, about
400 yards to the weft of Lally’s battery, and almoft in the perpen-
dicular of the w~.w. or falient angle of the royal baftion, from
which it was diftant 450 yards. The two guns, now opened in the
burying ground, bore upon the weft face of the north ravelin and on
the weft flank of the old w. E. baftion. The enemy’s cannon fhll
continuing te point high, did little damage to the works, but the
buildings, much damaged before, fuffered greatly by the fall of
their fhells. At the twilight of the next day, the 8th of the
month, the three maffcolas which had been fent with the Eng-
lifh women  to Sadrafs, landed at the fort. The French being in
pofieffion of Sadrafs had feized thefe boats, laden them with so
barrels of gunpowder, and feveral other military f{tores, and fent
them with the fame boatmen guarded by a French foldier in

‘each, to their own army in the black town. At four in the moru~
ing when oppofite to the fort, each of the foldiers had fallen faft
aflcep, on which the boatmen concerted in their own language with

Ggg 2 the
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the certainty of not being underftood, although ovetheard ; and hav-

ing firft poured water into the firelocks, ‘overpowered and bound the

foldiers, and then landed the boats at the féa gate. This uncomion
inftance of fidelity and {fpirit in men, who até deémed a mean and
outcaft race, was rewarded and encouraged by paying them imme-
diately the full value of the gunpowder and ftores.

The enemy’s mortars renewed at mldmght and at day-break then'
cannon, with twe pieces more, mounted in the battery at the buiy-
ing ground. In the afternoon they fet fire toa warehoufe near the s. £.
ba{hon full of faltpetre and brimftone, which could not be extin-

.guithed for feveral hours; during which the enemy plied the {pot,

where the black column of {fmoke arofe, with fhells and plunging

{hot, which did no damage. Lieutenant Brooke, a diligent officer
in the artillery, was killed by a cannon ball in the demi-baftion.

The enemy’s {hip Diligent, reladen with artillery and all kind of
ftores, anchored in the morning off the black town, having been 30

days in working along the coaft from Alampanva, although the

ftreight diftance is not 60 miles.

The fame ﬁre, but more frequent on both fides, continued on the
gth, the enemy’s mortars ftill again{t the buildings; but their cannon,
which in the two preceding dayshad only filenced two guns, in thisdif-
abled or difmounted five, and ‘two mortars. In the night, befides the
ufual repairs, five embrafures were cut through the glacis of the fa-

lient angle before the demi-baftion, pointing obliquely againit Lally’s

battery, and guns were: ‘mounted in thém ; but Lally’s, neverthelefs,

difmounted two guns on the demi-baftion the next day; andon the

r1th all the five towards ‘the Jand on the old ~. . ‘baftion were dif-
abled by this and the Lorrain battery. Early this morning the enemy
likewife opened two more guns in a ricochet battery intended for four,

“which they had raifed near the Englifh hofpital, on the rifing ground
‘{ronting the center ravelin-on the weft fide of the fort, againft which,
‘however, it was not intended tofire, but to enfilade the:voyal baftion:

it likewife bore upon part of ‘the narth-weft curtain tewards Pigot’s.
Notwithftanding this battery ftood at a much greater diftance from

ahe fort, than any of the other three, it was more expofed than either

of
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«of them to a fally 3 for none of their guns had embrafures, but fired,
iplunging over the parapet, and the guard might be beaten up, and the
guns fpiked, before fuccour could arrive from the neareft of the
enemy’s quarters : aware of this they had carried on a trench, from
the end of the fireet through which Draper had marched; to the foot
of the bridge, which crofiecd the ground fronting the battery, and
a picquet guard was conftantly kept in the trench, ready to give
the alarm. They had likewife began a breaft-work at the bar of
_the Triplicane river to the {outh, in order to annoy the black people
and cattle, which were theltered on the {pit of fand at the foot of
_ #the glacis on this fide; and as many inconveniences would enfue
from their difperfion, it was refolved to drive the enemy from the
breaft-work.

Accordingly a detachment. of 200 Europeans, of which half were
grenadiers, and 400 Sepoys, marched under the command of Major
Brereton, between four and five in the morning, whilft it was ftill
.dark : when arrived at the bar they received a fire from fome Se-
poys poited behind the unfinithed parapet, which killed one and
wounded two of the grenadiers 5 but, as the Sepoysimmediately dif~
appeated, the fire was not returned, and the detachment proceeded
through the coco-nut groves to the left, without meeting any other
oppofition, until they came into the lane which leads into the St.
Thomé road, -aleng the garden wall of the governor’s houfe, when
a trooper, fent forward, difcovered a party -of theenemy drawn up
at the end of the lane, with a field-piece, *On this intelligence the
‘advanced guard of grenadiers marched up bnfkly, fired, and puth-
ing on, received the difcharge of the gun loaded with grape, as well
as the mufketry that fupported it, by which five .of tham were
<wounded, and lieutenant Robfon mortally : the reft, neverthelefs,
feized the gun before the enemy had time to fire it again, who took
{helter ina houfe and garden on their right, from whence their fire
killed three Sepoys and wouﬂ'de’d two, with an European, before they
were diflodged. It was yet fcarcely twilight, and as the grenadiers
. were drawing off thegun, Jemaul Saheb, the commandant of the Se-

;poys, who had been prying in the St, Thomé road, difcovered another -

| : gun
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gun a little below the garden-houfe, and appearmg jealous of the

honour, was permitted to feize and bring it off with a party of Se-
poys only, which they effeéted witheut receiving any return to their
firft fire. The detachment marched back the fame way they had

come, and arrivedin the fort at fun-rife with the two guns, and five
European prifoners, one of whom was an officer feverely wounded.

‘Previous to this, two other, but ﬁ'ight {allies had been made ; the

‘one to the N. w. bridge, which fired into the enemy’s trench before
the hofpital battery ; the other, to difturb the workmen in the zig-
zags to the northward ; this party advanced to the head of the work,
Hilled centinel, Yand brought away two or three mufkets, without
any lofs. The enemy’s mortars flackened this day, but the fire of their
cannon continued with as much vivacity as before, and difabled four
guns, which as ufual were replaced before the next morning.

By this time it was eyident that the enemy mtended to dire& the
ftrefs of their attack againft the two northern baftions, which dic-
tated the neceflity of fecuring them with additional defences: ac-
cordingly a palifade was begun in the ditch on the hither fide of the
cuvette, to extend quite round the demibaftion ; a blind, or ram-
part of earth, at 3o yards diftance, in the ditch before the ~. E.
baftion ; and a fafcine battery of fix guns, on the firand between
the eaft curtain and the {ea, a little in the rear of the thoulder angle

-of this baftion. Early the next morning, which was the 1 3th, a fhell _

from the fort fet fire to fome huts behind Lally’s battery, which
{preading, caught a magazine, and blew it up, with a number of
loaded bombs: no fire pafled this day either from or againft the
N. E. or demi baftions ; and no gun was difinounted in any part of
the fort; but the enemy doubled the number of their workmen in

‘the zig zag, who were interrupted as much, as poffible by what fire

bore upon them from the royal baftion, the north raveun, and the
embrafures of the falient angle before the demi-baftion ; in the night
the enemy fired with a field-piece loaded with grape, from the head
of their works, on a {mall party pofted near this angle, under the co-
ver-of a boat, and wounded thres of them, on which the reft re-

tired wnto the covered way. : {
2 ' II'l
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In the morning of the 14th, the enemy opened a battery of three
mortars between Lially’s and the burying-ground, but in the rear of
both, and concealed by the houfes between them, from the fight of
the fort : their fire this day difabled a mortar and two guns : during:

the night a conftant fire of mufketry from the covered way, and of

cannon and mortars from the works of the north front, was kept

up againft the enemy’s: approaches, and retarded their progrefs. On.

the r5th, they had 1o guns mounted in Lally’s, and kept up
through the day a fire from 21, befides their 11 mortars as before :
but Lally’s guns did all the mifchief to the works, difmounting two
guns in the Demi, and two in the north-eaft baftion, and their {hot,
which few over, took in flank the three other batteries towards the
{éa, and difimounted two guns on the fea—gate battery, two on the
faluting battery, and one on the s.e. or 8t. Thomé baftion, in all
eleven : the fire on the trenches continued through the night, from
which the enemy, neverthelefs, detached a picquet, which drove in
the party pofted on the falient angle of the glacis.

The enemy’s cannonade continued on the 16th, with the addi-
tion of two guns on Lally’s battery, which now fired with 12, all
24 or 18 pounders, to which the fort could only oppofe the direct
fire of fix of equal weight, which were from the north-eaft and demi
bziﬁi(‘ms; for the guns in the falient angle of the glacis, and in the
fafcine battery on the ground below, were of inferior calibres; and as it

was conftantly neceflary toemploy many men in reinftating the da-.

mages of the demi-baftion, a traverf{e was railed to preferve the guns in
its flank from the infilading fire of Lally’s; and whilit this and other
work was doing, the three embrafures of its face to the right, which
were open to the fhot of Lally’s, were kept clofed until the next day ;
{o that no guns in this baftion were either fired againft, or difmount-
ed by that battery ; which having the more to ufe again{t the other
works difabledone on the north-eaft, and obliged the garrifon to with-
draw the five gunsin the ﬁﬁent*angle of the glacis ; and as the trenches
were now advanced within o yards, thefe embrafures were filled up,
and the earth leveled again to the general flope of the glacis.
At 11 at night a {ally was made from St..George’s or the weft ravelin

to-
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to fire into the trench extending before the hofpital battery ; but
the guard there taking the alarm in time, 50 men advanced acrofs
the bridge leading to it, and after a fire given and returned, drove the
party back into the covered way. Another fally of 12 Euvropeans:
was made at one in the morning, under the command of enfi
Barnes, againft the head of the enemy’s trenches, into which they
gave their fire, and finding only five or fix men in it, advanced, untik
a relief of 40 or 50 came up from the rear, who drove them back, and
before they regained the covered way, enfign Barnes, with two of
the foldiers, were killed. Before and after this fally, a conflant fire,
as in the preceding nights, was kept up until morning on the enemy’s:
workmen ; who, notwithftanding thefe interruptions, advanced the
fap above 20 yards. _

Even the garrifon acknowledged the ativity of the enemy’s pro=
grefs, and frequent letters had been difpatehed, ‘enjoining Captain
Prefton and Mahomed Iffoof to approach, and interrupt their opera~-
tions ; but thefe officers were no longer mafters of their own. Re-
treating after the a&ion at Trivambore, they arrived at Vendaloor
on the 3d, where they found fome provifions. Prefton’s divifion was.
unimpaired ;. of Mahomed Ifloof’s, moft of the Tritchinopoly Se-
poys, and 150 of the new-levied horfe, had rejoined the reft of thofe
who had fled to Chinglapet, who were the 1500 Colleries and 500
horfe fent by Tondiman, the 500 horfe from Tanjore, and the fame
number of his own levies; and all thefe troops refufed to march
back from Chinglapett to Vendalore. The kind of warfare for which
they were intended, and only fit, rendered their defertion in the
prefent conjunéture of too much confequence to be negleéted : and
after feveral ineffe&tual meflages, the two commanders marched on
the 6th from Vendalore, and joined theny at Chinglapett. On expof~
tulation, the cavalry m general, pleaded with much complaint, the
lofs, although owing to their own eowardice, of their baggage and
effects at Trivambore, and little lefs than declared, that they had not -
engaged 1n the fervice, with the expe@ation of expofing their horfes
againft Europeans, but were willing to at in their ufual modes ;.
which Prefton rightly interpreted plunder; and to gratify their

withes,
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withes, confented to march with them into the French difiriéts
around Conjeveram, in which they continued {everal days employed
in plunder and ravage; and no fhelter grounds protefted the cattle
from the {earch of the colleries. On ithe 13th, Prefton thinking
they had been fufficiently indulged with booty, began his march
back from Conjeveram, intending to come again in fight of Madrafs ;
but on the firft halt, all the troops which he had endeavoured with
fo much complacence to conciliate, colleries as well as cavalry,
left him and croffed the Paliar. This fecond defertion left no doube
of their inutility, and Prefton refolved not to a&t with them any
longer, even if they fhould return of their own accord; but as the

horfe of Rajahfaheb, who were 8oco, and the European cavalry of the

French army, rendered it impoffible for the infantry of both the
Englifh commands, although many, if unfupported by horfe, to con-
tinue near enough to harrafs the enemy’s camp, without more rifque
to themfelves, Prefton refolved to march to Arcot, in order to colle&
a body of better cavalry, of which he heard feveral parties were wait-
ing ready to take fervice on the weftern confines of the province.
Mr. Pigot received intelligence of this motion and its motives on the
r6th of the month, but concealed it, as every other which might
difpirit the garrifon.

The enemy’s fire, continuing the fame on the 17th as the day be-
fore, difmounted three guns and a mortar.  Ever fince the
ninth of the month, two fhips had been feen off St. Thomé,
which had every day weighed anchor, endeavouring to get
to the northward, but were conftantly ftemmed by the cur-
rent from gaining ground: but this evening they pafled the
voad, ‘and joined the three other veficls off the black town.
They were the Expedition, laden with artilley and ftores, which had
left Pondicherry on the 12th of December; and the Briftol of 30
guns, manned with Europeans, which had lately arrived there from
Perfia, and was immediately laden with fhot and fhells for the
camp. ; :

On the morning of the 18th the enemy had compleated three
more embrafures in Lally’s battery, which joining the former on the

Vor. II. Hhh left,
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left, reached almoft to the furf, and being a little turned to the

s.w. bore upon the north ravelin, which before night was much im-

paired by them. Neverthelefs, the general fire from the north was:
diminithed, for thefe new embrafures in Lally’s were fupplied with:
three guns from other embrafures of the fame battery; and the:
four in the Lorrain, which bore upon the royal baftion, ceafed en-

tirely, and their embrafures were filled up 5 but Lally’s and the
burying-ground difabled two guns in the demi baftion, two in the.
north ravelin, a mortarin the royal, and rendered the three northern:
embrafures of the n.E. baftion unfit for fervice, A party: of the.
enemy had been employed through the day in raifing a breaftwork.

at a little diftance to the left behind their former poft at the bar,. and:
began to fire from it at dufk with two field-pieces in barbet againft

fome Sepoys pofted on the {pit of fand : their mortars continued firing,.
vehemently through the day and night, but, as from the beginning:
of the bombardment, ftill againft the infide of the fort. Every day
one, two, or three of the garrifon, and fometimes more, had fuf-
fered by the fire; but on. this day five Europeans and three Sepoys:
were killed, and five of each wounded. Notwithftanding a con-:
ftant fire of cannon and {mall arms, wherefoever probable, through-
the night, the enemy advanced their zig-zag acrofs the foot of the

falient angle of the glacis, inchnimg a little to the left towards-
the furf; and being fo near, the governor iffued inftrutions to

the officers. of the different pofts, how to condu& themfelves
and difpofe thewr parties in. cafe they. fhould affault the out--
works..

The next day, which was the 1gth, the enemy changed their two
field-pieces to the fouth for two eighteen-pounders, from which they
fired thot mto the fort : 1n the forenoon their mufketry in the advanced:
or fecond crochet had fired {martly. upon the north ravelin and the
covered way 5 their mortars continued inceflantly through the days;,
and fet fire to three buildings . difterent: parts: of the:fortiat. once;
but ceafed in the night: during which they only produced their third
zig-zag obliquely from the ridge of the glacis to the watermark of the
fea, which was not more than 15 yards. 'The nextday, which was

the
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the 2oth, they fired none of the four gunson Lally’s battery, which
bore on the north-eaft baftion ; but continued with the feven bearing
on the demi baftion, and the three on the north ravelin, although
more {paringly than ufual, but thofe in the burying-ground bat-
tery with more vivacity : a platform on the demi baftion, and a
mortar on the north ravelin were ruined by fhells : five Europeans
were killed 3 and feven, with three Sepoys, wounded. During the
night, they threw few thot or fhells, and made but little advance in
their approaches, but enlarged their fecond crochet, and worked hard
in ereing a battery, which projefted from it along their laft or
third zig-zag leading to the crochet which terminated this zig-
zag on the glacis. T'wo fmall fallies were made upon the trenches
during the night, in both of which only one European was
killed.

On the 21t the enemy’s batteries remained almoft filent, but the
mufketry in their trenches fired brifkly on all they faw moving. At
five in the evening, a ferjeant and ten men went out by a fally port'in
the eaft curtain, and an officer with zo by the barrier in the north-

eaft angle of the covered way, who were followed by 40 pioneers

with their captain: the foldiers advanced to the fecond crochet,
which was only 30 yards from the foot of the glacis ; out of which
their firlt fire drove all the troops, who were moftly Sepoys : after
which they maintained the crochet for 10 minutes before the guard
of the trenches arrived ; and during this time the pioneers worked
hard in deftroying the gabions, and what other materials were col-
leced for the conftru&ion of the intended battery : the fally was pre-

ceded and followed by a fire of mortars, cannon, and {mall arms from

the fort, upon all whom the alarm 'brought within fight and reach;
and it was fuppofed with much effedt : two ferjeants were killed,
and five of the pioncers wounded ; in the fort one European and
one Sepoy were killed, and a ten-inch mortar difabled. In the night
the enemy worked hard in thickening the crochet out of which
they had been driven, compleated their third zig-zag, which ex-
tended roo yards beyond it, moftly on the glacis, but inclining to
the left of the falient angle; and not only began, but finifhed their

Hhhz third
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third crochet, which extended to the right from the head of this
zig-zag acrofs the ridge of the glacis : they threw few mortars during
the night, but moftly into the works ; their cannen flackened like-
wife the enfumg day, which ‘was the 22d, and efpecially from Lally’s
battery, in which moft of the embrafures were blinded; never-
thelefs, the few employed were very effeGtual, for the repeated re-
pairs, which had been made in the demiand north-eaft baftions, ren=
dered the fubftituted merlons fo weak that they crumbled to every
fhot : a twelve-pounder was difabled on the north ravelin by a thell,
three Europeans and a Sepoy were killed, and feven with nine Sepoys
wounded. In the night the enemy puthed on the fap of the fourth
zig-zag 20 yards beyond 'their third crochet, and having made a

“fmall return or thoulder to the left, continued it from hence qmte

up to the falient angle of the covered way, and fixed fome gabions
on the creft of the glacis on the right hand of this angle: the conteft
was now brought very near the walls, and was difputed without

intermiffion : the whole progrefs of the fourth zig-zag was expofed

to the fire of the ftockade of palmyra trees which the garrifon had

planted acrofs the eaft fide of ‘the glacis to the furf, and from this
ftockade the guard kept up a conftant fire of mufketry on the enemy’s

workmen, as did another guard from the falient angle of the glacis;;

-and parties of grenadiers were fent out every hour along “the beach

beyond the ftockade to fire' upon‘the third crochet, and all the fap

-advanced beyond it : cannon, meortars, and mufketry, were likewife
fired throughout the night from every part that bore upon their work ;
-but could not ftop it, for the enemy had encreafed the number both of
-their workmen and guards; they likewife finithed their battery at the

end of their thirdzig-zag, which fhouldered-on their {fecond crochet,
and opened it the next morning, which was the 23d, with four

‘guns : but it was fo il conftructed, that only one of the guns could

be brought .to bear upon -the north ravelin, which it was in-

“tended .to batter. The Lorrain battery remained clofed, but the
‘hofpital, ithe burying-ground, and Lally’s, with the 'mortars as
-before, continued a flackening fire, the cannon only in the day, but
‘the mertars through the night likewife. The ammunition of both

<began
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began to wax {cant, and they were waiting for more which had
been embarked on the 14th in a brigantine from Pondicherry. How-
-ever, their fire difabled a twenty-four-pounder on the royal baftion,
.and compleated the ruin of all the embrafures on the right face of
the ravelin ; in which a thot from Lally’s penetrated quite tlxrough
the merlon: in the night, the en=my attempted to puth their gabions
.clofe to the covered way of the N.E. falient angle, from whence
-pioneers were fent to overfet them, who rolled fome into the fea,
and pulled others into the covered way ; this conteft was maintained
at repetitions for three or four hours, and {upported by the hotteft fire
of mufketry, and of grape fhot from the north-eait baftion, and the
fafcine battery on the beach : feventy difcharges were made out of one
of the guns: five Europeans were killed and ten wounded in the
night and day, moft of whom fuffered in thefe attacks: one Sepoy
was likewife killed, and fix wounded : on the 24th, a twenty-four
.pounder was difabled on the north-eaft baftion, of which the works
“had fcarcely recei-veg_ in the night a repair adequate to the detriment
of the preceding day : but fix of the embrafures in the north-ravelin
.were reftored ; the other three flill remained unfit for fervice.

At feven in the evening, a party of the enemy confifting of 5o
men, who had waited for.the dark, advanced from the neareft
crochet to the ftockade, from which the guard, which confiited only
of 12 men, ran away to the blind before the x. . baftion ; they were
immediately fent back with the addition of a more refolute ferjeant
and ten grenadiers ; but were {carcely returned, when this ferjeant
-was fhot dead, through the ftockade; on which the party fropped,
~waiting for directions ; and the officer commanding at . the blind
.recalled them ; after which it was thought imprudent to make ano-
«ther attempt to recover the ftockade, although capable of giving
-much annoyance to the enemy’s work. |

At night, a meflenger from Tritchinopoly brought a letter

from Captain Jofeph Smith with intelligence he had  received
from Angengo. The Prefidency ten days before had received advices
+from Mr. Pococke, that the {quadron had arrived on the roth of
December at Bombay, where he found fix of the . company’s thips
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and two of the line, with 600 men of Draper’s regiment on board ;
which were arrived there a few days before, having pafied the Cape
of Good Hope too late in the feafon to gain the coaft of Coromandel ;
the letter from Captain Smith gave intelligence that the Company’s
fhips with all the troops on board had failed under the convey of two
frigates from Bombay on the 31t : and the fpies which camein from
the enemy’s camp reported that this news was likewife known there,
and had determined Mr. Lally to make a general affault on the fort
this very night ; on which the whole garrifon and all the inhabi-
tants were ftationed and remained under arms at their refpetive pofts
until the morning. :

The fire of the cannon, mufketry, and mortars, from the fort, al-
though maintained conftantly throughout the night, did not prevent
the enemy from advancing their fap along the glacis on the eaft face-
of the covered way as far as the left of the ftockade, and they made a
return on the right to the creft of the glacis; but had not time to
extend the fap to the left along the front of the ftockade towards the

{urf, nor even to compleata proper lodgement in the return, the want

of which left their workmen expofed to the fire of the covered way ;
but on the other fide of the falient angle they had raifed gabions, and

‘made confiderable progrefsn a retrenchment intended for a battery.

The night pafled without any alarms of the fuppofed affault ; and
the enfuing day, which was the 2sth, continued with the ufual
fire of cannon and mortars until two in the afternoon, when a fally
was made by the guard at the blind, and the fame number of
grenadiers, in all forty foldiers with arms, who covered twenty
pioneers with tools.  Juft before the blind, on the eaft face of the
covered way, parallel to the fame face of the demi baftion, was a
paflage cut in the glacis towards the furf; through which the party
pafled, and then proceeding along the furf, reund the right of the
ftockade, came in flank of the head of the enemy’s {ap, from which
their firft fire drove all their guards and workmen, who retreated
to their retrenchment at the falient angle waiting for fuccours ;
during which the Englith foldiers maintained their ground, and the
pioneers overfet the gabions, fome into the fea, others into the

- - covered
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covered way, and deftroyed whatfoever implements they found : this
attack lafted 20 minutes, by which time the enemy had gathered,
and were advancing in much fuperior numbers from the retrench-
ment 3. upon which the party was recalled, and retreated, giving
and receiving fire. A ferjeant with three grenadiers were killed ; fix.

others of the foldiers, with eaptain Black, who commanded the-
fally, and lieutenant Fitzpatrick, were wounded.. The enemy’s.

artillery bore moft-on the royal and demi baftions ; their mortars.
falling on the works- wounded many more than ufual. ‘The total lofs,

including that in the fallies, was- eight Europeans and. three Sepoys.

killed, and 17 Europeans with 13 Sepoys.wounded..
The enemy’s fap being advanced to the eaft flank of the covered:
way threatened immediate danger by furprize on the eaft face of the

fort, to which the fea-gate gave the faireft opening; for the em-

brafures in thenorth.flank of the battery before it had been ruined’

by the enemy’s fhot which had mifled or flown over the ~.&. baftion

and: fafcine battery; and the gateway itfelf was a fpacious areh fhut.
occafionally with folding doors ; fo that,. fhould the enemy ever make-
a general affault on the ruined works to the north, a party fent at

the {fame time along the furf, or even in boats, might force their

way through. the gate with petards ;. and this party might pafs with-.

out much interruptian ;. for the fafcine battery which barricaded the
beach was nearly demolifhed.. The whole of the working party
of the night was: therefore allotted to remedy thefe defe@s, and be-

fore morning they repaired the fafcine battery, reftored the embrafures:

of the battery before the fea-gate, bricked up the arch of the gate--
way, and opened a fmall gate on the left hand, which had been:
clofed.  In.the fucceeding nights the workmen Began and continued’
the intended ditch wath. pallifadoes. round the {ea-gate battery, which.
had hitherto been deferred for fervices of more immediate neceffity..
The enemy employed the night with equal diligence, and pufhed
the fap of. their retrenchment from the falient angle 70 yards along
the north face of the covered: way, and widened’ the work in an
excavation f{ufficient to contain cannon and a large detachment

ef troops : this work, with. what was done the night before om
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the other fide, entirely embraccd the falient angle of the covered
way.

The following day, which was the 26th, the enemy fired moft
of their thot nito the town ; and moft of their fthells, asin the pre-
ceding night, into the works of the north front, by which a twenty-
four pounder was difmounted on the N. E. baftion, and the cafualties
from the evening to the evening were five Scapoys and one European
killed, and 11 wounded, of whom were the licutenants Iang, and
Little who loft his left arm. In the fucceeding night the enemy
widened and raifed their work on the creft of the glacis, notwith-~
ftanding the conftant fire of the defences; and no guards could any
longer be kept at the falient angle they had invefted, but centries
were advanced every quarter of an hour from the blind before the
#.E. baftion, to obferve whether they were beginning any new
works, but difcovered none. = In the 24 hours to the evening of the
27th, no damage was done to any of the artillery, but five Europeans
were killed and five wounded, and one with five Sepoys. The
enemy’s workmen remained very filent in their trenches through
the night.

Three hundred Sepoys were intended to fally before day-break on
the 28th, in order to furprize the enemy’s battery of two guns to the
fouth of the bar: but marching too late were difcerned, and re-
ceived the fire of the battery before they had crofled the bar, on which
they were immediately recalled into the fort. In the morning the
enemy began to fire again from the battery near their fecond
crochet, which had remained filent ever fince they opened it inef-
feCually on the 23d, and during this interval they had endeavoured
to reftify the erroneous conftruction of the embrafures, which were
intended againft the right face of the north ravelin : they had like-
wife brought up two ten-inch mortars to this battery, with which,
and three guns, they commenced their fire ; but one of the guns
failed at pine o'clock, and another at ten ; in the afternoon another,
which they were trying in the 4th embrafure, was difabled by a thot
from the fort ; after which, the cannonade from this battery ceafed
entirely, but the mortars continued. At noon a party with many
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yoke of oxen aflembled at the bar, in order to draw off the two
guns there ; but the firing of the fort foon made them remove the
cattle out. of reach. ‘The cafualties from 'the preceding night to
the evening of this day were one European and one Lafcar killed,
with ten Europeansand nine Sepoys wounded. :
During the night the enemy drew off one of the guns at the bar;
their workmen carried on a mining fap from the left of the palmyra
ftockade acrofs the glacis, and on a level lower than the covered
way, intending to pafs under this likewife in order to open the
counterfcarp of the ditch : they executed this work with fo much
filence, that the garrifon had no fufpicion of it until two the next after-
noon, when the fap was advanced as far as the fearp, or brick facing
of the glacis, and being carried too high, the earth of the covered

'way with the facing fell in, and difcovered them; {fome grenadiers

were immediately fent to fire and throw granades into the hole,
~which obliged the miners to ftop, but they renewed their fap lower.
"T'heir mortars continued during thefe 24 hours again{t the works.
A nine-pounder was difabled on the N.w, ravelin by the fire from
the hofpital ; and the embrafures of Pigot’s baftion, and of Law-
rence’s, the next on the left, were much damaged by fhells and
ftray fhqt ; for both thefe works were out of the front attack, nor
was there afingle gun which bore directly upon them for the enemy
had for fome days ceafed the 4 they opened on the 7th of the month
in this direcion, which adjoined to the left thoulder of the Lorrain
battery. 'The cafualties from the evening to the evening were two
Europeans and three Sepoys killed, and two and one wounded. In
the enfuing night the enemy threw many fhells into the town, and
continued hard at work both in their covered fap and in raifing a
battery on the creft of the glacis, but with fo much filence, that
the garrifon could not difcover what they were doing : the working
party of the fort were employed in reftoring the right face of the
north ravelin, and the {fame fide of the caponiere leading to it acrofs
the ditch.

In the interval fince the defertion of the black troops at Conje-
veram, feveral letters and other notices had been received from Cap-

Vor. IL Iii tain
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tain Preffon and Mahomed Iffoof. ' Purfuing their intention of en-
lifting a body of better cavalry, they arrived on the 12th at Lalla-
pet, a town of great refort, 10 miles to the N. w. of Arcot, where
their invitations foon colleéted 00 Moorith horfe, and 600 Morattoes.
The Nabob’s brother, Abdulwahab Cawn, was at this time refiding
with their mother at Chitore, and being urged by her reprefentations
to fome compunétion for the diftrefs of the Nabob’s aftairs, he pro-
fered his afliftance ; on which Mahomed Iffoof, with a Tmalle fcort,
went to Chitore, and in a few days returned, accompanied by Ab-
dulwahab with rooo horfe, and more foot, being the troops he had
kept in pay fince he quitted Areot in the preceding year.  Overtures
were likewife made to a body of 3000 Morattoes. belonging to Bala-
gerow, and commanded by an officer named Gopaulharry, who were
lying at the pafs of Damalcherry ; but Gopaulharry infifted on re~

| ceiving money before any moved, on which Prefton fent him the

bill of an opulent fhrof for 60,000 rupees, which was to-be paid as.
foon as the horfe arrived at Velore; but as the meflages and march
required eight days, the army in the interval fet out from Lallapet.
on the 22d, and halted on the 25th at Trivalore, within four miles.
of the fort of Tripaflore, n ‘which, as well as Pondamalée, the
French had a garrifon of Sepoys; but the pettah of Pondamallée
being much opener than of Trivalore, Mahomed Iloof fent off a de-
tachment to plunder it, which they effeCted after fome {Kirmithing
with the Sepoys from the fort, of whom feveral were killed. Befides
the booty they got in the pettah, the detachment returned with 3000
theep and oxen, which had been colleted from the country,and were
kept under the proteétion of the garrifon, in the common round the
fort, to {upply the French army before Madrafs.. The Nabob’s bro-
ther Nazeabulla, who had accompanied Mr. Moracin to Pondicherry,
and afterwards the French army to the fiege, had lately returned to
Nelore ; and the example and exhortations of his brother Abdul-
wahab, had reclaimed him {o far, as to promife to join him at Triva-
lore with his force ; but he delayed, and the army having been remn-
forced with ammunition and two more three-pounders from Ching-
lapet, proceeded on the 27th to Trimliwath, a town fituated on the

fkirts
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fkirts of Malrawzes wood, 12 miles to the N w. of Madrafs. The
polygar, with an agent who had been fent to him by the governor,
came to the camp, and promifed to bring 2000 peons and a fupply
of rice: but, finding no' money was intended to be given him, re-
turned the next day into his wood, and appeared no more.  Maho-
med Ifloof; s foon as the camp was pitched, rode with a party of
horfe as far 25 Mafkelyne’s garden, which flands two miles N. w. of
Fort St. George, where moft of thie oxen belonging to the French
army were kept under the care of a guard of Sepoys and black
hotfe ; whom Mahomed Ifioof’s party put to flight, and feized moft
of the cattle. The next day the whole body of I rench cavalry, who
were 300, and Rajahfaheb’s who were 800, encamped to the north
of the garden, and on the zgth one of their parties routed one of
Abdulwahab’s, and took ten pz‘-ifﬁn&i*s. The attention to this érmy,
rival in the neishbourhood, diminifhed the afivity of
ticn._]-s againft the fort, by the detachments they
d and recall on different reports and alrms. Their
were advanced {o near the de-

fince their ar
the enemy’s opera
were obliged to fen
approach juft as the enemy’s works
fances increafed the alacrity of the garrifon.

On the 3oth, at r1in the forenoon, a fail was defcried to the
fouthward ; when nearer, her colours were difcerned to be Englifh,
and her form that of one of the Company’s fhips. All the French
veflels, which were five, flung out Englith colours likewife; and
the two fhips, the Harlem and Briftol, prepared to get under weigh.
A cattamaran Wwas imimediately difpatched from the fort, warning
the ftranger to beware of them; in the evening Mr. Dalrymple
was fent in a boat, with farther inftru@ions to the captain, The
cattamarati got on board before the fhip came to an anchor, which
was: not until nine at night'; and foon after the PBriftol came up,
received and retuned a broadfide, and fell to leeward. ! The thip was
the Shaftfbury Eaft Indiaman, commanded by captain Nathaniel
Inglifs, and”'-onig of thofe which were bringing Draper’s regi-
ment from Bombay : but, failing much worfe than the others,
they made her the hofpital fhip, and left ber off the {outh of Ceylon
on the 7th of the month, after which, a 'luckier vein of wind and
curtent brought her to her port before them. The {ick, who were
Iyl 2z ALt
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36 men of the regiment, only added to the diftrefs of the garrifon 5
but the had on board 37 chefts of 'ﬁl\:er, and many military {tores,
amongft them, hand-grenades, and bombs of the largeft fizes, of
which the garrifon were much in need, having nearly expended
their ftock of thefe articles. ' The communication of letters was.
cafy and expeditious, after the fhip came to an anchor; and, by the
governor’s order, the threw out at day-break the enfigns of a man
of war, and received, as if fuch, a falute of 13 guns from the fort.
At the fame time the enemy on thore began to fire upon her with
one gun from their negle&ted battery at the fecond crochet, and two
from the breaft-work to the {fouth, near the bar; all the three were-
twenty-four pounders ; and fometimes fent red-hot balls, At three
in the afternoon, the Briftol, which had fallen far to leeward, worked
up again into the road : whilft drawing nigh, boats with foldiers
went oft to her from the black town. The Harlem, which had like-
wife been manned from the thore, bore down at the fame time, and.
the Shaftfbury had got under weigh to change her flation, but
being intercepted by the Briftol {uftained the engagement under fail
for two hours, and then anchored, where direéed, as near as the
foundings would admit oppofite to thé fouth-eaft baftion. The
other fhips anchored likewife, but far out in the offing, and never~
thelefs continued firing until night. The rigging of the Shafefbury:
was much damaged by the fire of thips, and the received {everal {(hot
through her hull from the fhore : but no one was wounded exeept.
Lieutenant Browne of the regiment, who loft his right arm.. Before:
10, the mafioolas of the garrifon landed the fick and the treafure 5
and it being fufpetted that the enemy’s thips might attempt to.
board the Shaftfbury with their boats, the governor fent optional:
orders to captain Inglifs, either to efcape out of the road, maintain.
his fration, or run the thip athore. 'The confidence was well nlaced,,
and Inglifs determined on the choice of danger.. The next day,.
which was the firft of February, the ftood the fame fire from the
thore, {fome from the Harlem, but none from the Briftol, for this
thip had failed away in the night to Pondicherry ; and on the 2d,.
none from the Harlem, which anchored far out in the Offing ;. but
the fire upon her from the thore {till continued.,.

5 The
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"The preparations of the enemy on fhore againft the Shaftfbury,
flackened their fire againit the fort on the goth, the day fhe was dif-
cerned. 'The three embrafures on the left of Lally’s battery, which
bore upon the right face of the north ravelin, continued; the two
next to them, which were the left of the four that had hitherto
been employed againft the north-eaft baftion, likewife remained
free 3 but the mterpofition of their own work on the creft of the

glat:is-precluded the ufe of the two other embrafures aganft this

baftion, as well as of the four which had battered in' breach the
faliant angle of the demi baftion : but they did not think it worth
their while to remove the guns of thefe embrafures into thofe on
the right, in order to batter towards the fhoulder angle, that
next the flank of this baftion, becaufe they intended, as ufual, to
make the breach at the falient angle, in which their fire had already
almoft ruined the parapet. The fire of the burying-ground battery,
with four guns, continued on:the left face of the north ravelin, and
the flank of the demi baftion, and the four guns in the hofpital battery
enfiladed the whole of the north front. The outward gun in Lally’s

battery which remained free againft the north-eaft baftion, they turned:.
againft the fhoulder merlon-on the left of the fafcine battery, raifed
by the garrifon on the edge of the furf,, of which all the four guns-
bore on this:and the three next embrafures of Lally’s, to the left. "Their:
mortars in this, the burying-ground, and the battery between them,,
likewife continued as before.. Such was their fire at the clofe of this-

day ; and in thefe 24 hours one 18 pounder was- difmounted by the
hofpital battery on- Pigot’s baftion, 1 European, with 3 Sepoys,
were killed, and g Europeas, with 2:Sepoys, wounded.

The enemy’s mortars continued through the enfuing ‘night, and:

moftly againft the defences.. They worked hard under ground from

the palmyra ftockade 5 but, as before, without being difcovered : and”
the earth they threw up on the creft of the glacis likewife concealed:
there intentions there, although the garrifon gave frequent alerts,,
and threw grenades every half hour, hoping the occafion of a fuc--

cefsful, fally to. explore their work ; but the enemy here took
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no alarm. It was fuppofed they were carrying on a covered fap
towards the blind before the north-eaft baftion, which threatened
the moft dangerous mine they could {pring ; and to comnteraék their
intention by meeting their work, the garrifon opened a fap from the
left of the ditch; and direfted it acrofs and under the -ground imme-
diately in front of the blind. "T'he mining gallery towards their battery
on the creft of the glacis was likewife puthed on with much
diligence. The enfuing morning, the enemy at funrife opened four
embrafures in this battery, which extended to the right from the
fummit of the falient angle : one of them pointed to the N. E. baftion,
and all the four bore on the falient angle of the demi ; but they had
raifed the embrafures fo high, that none of their fhot could ftrike
the parapet, but all flew over the fort s fo that after five or fix
rounds they ceafed firing, and clofed the embrafures in order to alter
the level.  Befides the guns which they opened and Kept wup againft
the Shaftfbury, their other batteries againft the fort contimued
through the day : the hofpital and burying-ground, with all their
guns, but Lally’s only with five, three of which'were thofe againft the
worth ravelin; and the other two, which were the next to them, fired
moftly againft the fafcine battery, where they difabled two twelve
pounders: a twenty-four pounder was likewife diftnounted on the
royal baftion : the cafualties to the troops were 4 Europeans killed,
and g, with 3 Sepoys wounded. During the night, the garrifon,
befides the repair of the works, continued their gallery towards the
fulient angle, and the covered fap before the blind. The enemy
continued their fap likewife ftill undifcovered, and worked ' in alter-
ing their breaching battery 3 but when they opened it again  the
next morning with five guns, the fhot as before flew over, and they
were agam obliged to clofe the embrafures. =~ - i
This day was the firft of February: the fire of the two guns
from the bar to the s. and the other to the N. at the fecoi;gii'-f:frédul-xet,

| continued a eroffing fire againft the Shaftfbury with much aim, and

fometimes with red-hot fhot, of which feveral wenﬁ_iﬁiii@h the
hull. The Harlem likewife fired and helped to ruin her riggi_lig.

“T'he fort fired upon the Harlem and on the enemy’s fouthern guns,
' and
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and in the evening a twenty-four pounder, which bore on them
from the San Thomé or fouth-eaft baftion, burft, whilft Mr. Pigot
Ithe 'g.ovemmr was there 3 he and two other men were flightly wound-
ed, but four more died of their hurts. The reft of tlie fire on
both fides continued as the day before, excepting that the enemy’s
mortars were not fo frequent. The Cuddalore, a fchooner belong-

to the company, which had lain fome days at Paliacate where
{he had’ ﬁ:opped {everal boats coming from the northward to the
enemy’s. camp, came this day near the road ; but {eeing the Harlem
ready to weigh, ftood out again to fea. A twenty- -four pounder was
difabled in the faluting battery of the fort by its own fire on the
Harlem. The cafualties, befides thofe who fuffered on the San
Thomé baftion, were 2 Europeans killed, and 4, with 2 Sepoys,
wounded. In the night, as well as the day, the pioneers of the
garrifon continued the two galleries, the one towards the enemy’s
battery on the falient angle of the glacis, the other under the blind,
and the reft of the workmen were chiefly employed in repairing the
parapet towards the falient angle of the demi baftion.

In the morning of the 2d, the enemy opened agam their embra-
fures on the creft of the glacis, which they had becn repairing all
night, but with as little judgment as in the preceding, for their fhot
ftill flew too high 3 and the guns being expofed as before without
refiftance to the cannon and mortars of the defences, were clofed

again in an hour after they had opened, and remained filent the reft:

: of the day. ‘The other batteries continued as before. The Harlem
had weighed before day-break, and anchored out of gun-thot of the
Shaftﬂ)ury, which now only fuftained the fire of the three guns on
thore; and theirs lefs frequent than in the preceding days.. At
eight in the morning, feveral parties of horfe were difcerned from

the fteeple, advancing in the plain about five miles N.w. of the

fort ; and foon after appeared the whole army, with Prefton and
Mahomed Iffoof. ' The enemy’s cavalry at Viparee drew out, rein-
forcements join‘e‘d' them from the black town, and at three in the
afternoon firing commenced, which lafted until funfet.
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The governor had repeatedly recommended to Prefton and Ma-
homed Ifloof to march round, and take pofleflion of St. Thomé,
and from thence to come by the fea-fhore into the fort; or to pe-
netrate wherever elfe they fhould fee an opening ; the intention of
this junction was to concert meafures for a general attack on the
enemy’s camp, which could not be explained by letters in cypher,
and liable to interception. The effort, however, was not to be
made by a fally of the united force from the fort; but Prefton’s
army, after being furnifhéd with money and four days provifions,
which the garrifon could fpare, were to march out and encamp
abroad again; and at the appointed hour fall on' the black town,
whilft the garrifon at the {fame time fallied upon the enemy’s works.
This plO]e& was fcarcely feafible; for the enemy, knowmg the
junéion in the fort, would be on {lrié guard in all their pofis.
Prefton, although he difapproved the fcheme, was as folicitous as
the governor to catry it into execution ; but the Polygars had failed
to fupply the provifion of rice they had promifed, which obliged
the army to fend for it as far as Chinglapet and Conjeveram, and

detained them three days at Trimliwath until the morning of the

2d ; when they marched, intending to pafs to San Thomé between
the black town and the Mount, notwithftanding the whole body of

the enemy’s cavalry were lying in the way, at Viparee.” Mr. Lally,

hearing of their approach, took a detachment of 300 European in-
fantry, 500 Sepoys, and fix field-pieces, fromithe black town, and
joined his two bodies of cavalry which were lying at Viparee. He
was accompanied by Mr. Bufly, and moft of the principal officers,

of the army. They marched onward in the plain towards Prei‘-
ton’s force, who feeing, them coming, halted on the other fide of a
long morafs formed by paddy fields, which interfedted the whole ex-
tent of the plain from weft to.eaft : the cavalry with Prefton, t6 aveid
the enemy’s eannonade, kept at a diftance in the rear; but the in-
fantry drew up under the fhelter of banks which continued along

the edge of the morafs. MTr. Lally made feveral motions to intice

them to crofs ; but they were not feduced : on which he took poft
at three o'clock in a fpot of ground covered by hedges and trees,
and
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and opened his cannon acrofs the morafs,  although at the dif~
tance of rooo yards, which were anfwered by only fix three-
pounders. The Sepoys, and even the Europeans on both fides, fired
fometimes likewife with their finall arms: but the horfe were never’
near each other.: From the advantage of fituation, notwithftanding
the duparity of the cannon, the lofs in Prefton’s army did not
much exceed the enemy’s, being 15 Sepoys, one European, and
five horfe killed, and five Sepoys wounded ; whereas the enemy
left nine Europeans and thirteen hor fes dead on the plain. At fun-
fet they retreated to Viparce, where Mr. Lally likewife remained
with the detachment of infantry ; and Prefton, for want of provi-
fions, returned to T'rimliwath.

- In the night the enemy threw fewer fhells than ufual : from
the morning of the 2d to the morning of the 3d, was the firft day
fince the 4th of January, in which no one was killed in. the
fort; and no Sepoys received any hurt, but five Europeans were
wounded.  The pioneers of the garrifon continued the two mines :
they who were at work under the blind difcovered no fi 1igns of the
fap they fufpe&ted; but the miners, who were puihing under the
covered way towards the breaching battery, heard, at two in the
morning, the found of men working near them in the enemy’s
mine on the right under the eaft face of the glacis, which it was

{uppofed they had rclmquhed fince it failed on the 23d. At day-:

break they {prung this mine on the infide of the covered way,
through the counterfcarp of the ditch, at the extremity of the cu-
vette; into which the bulk of the explofion was thrown. Frag-
ments of the brick-work wounded five Europeans and a Sepoy ;. but
the explofion itfelf blew up none ; neverthelefs, to deftroy many
men feemed the only intent ; for if it was meant to facilitate the
defcent into the ditch, their approaches were not futhiciently for-
ward to attempt this operation ; fince the excavation was entirely
commanded by the three innermoft guns in the flank of the royal
baftion, of which all the feven being covered on the flank by the
oreillon, and by traver{es in the rear, had received no hurt from the
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enemy’s cannon, and none of their_ mortars had chanced to light
amongft them 3 {o that-all remained in perfedt condition, and the
enemy, before they fprung the mine, thould have raifed a battery:
in the {ame direftion, on the creft of the glacis, to take off thele
defences. Immediately after the explofion, they began to fire from .
two embrafiires of their breaching' battery in the falient angle,-
which the fire of the fort, as before, foon obliged them to clofe 5
their other batteries likewife flackened, and their mortars ftill more..
Their workmen were chiefly employed. during the night, in low-
ering the embrafures of their breaching battery; the garrifon,.
befides the repairs of the demi-baftion, againft which the greateft -
part of the enemy’s fire had been direfted, worked: at their two
mining galleries. The cafualties of the day and niglit, befides the
men wounded by the enemy’s mine, were only one Sepoy killed,
and one wounded. _ : L,

At day-lighton the 4th, the enemy again opened their breaching
battery on the creft of the glacis, and for the firft time fired from all
the fix embrafures, which, although fomething lowered, {till remained
too high to ftrike below the parapet of the baftions; and the endea-
vour neceflary: to reduce them even to this level retarded the repeti-
tionsof theirfire. The two embrafures in the left of the battery bore
ont the north-eaft, the other four on the demi-baftion:  The N. &.-
returned with three guns, but the demi-baftion with none; for the
embrafures were clofed, in order to let the workmen thicken the
parapet within 3 and their fire was much better fupplied by the four
innermoft guns in the flank of the royal baftion, upon which not a

n'in the breaching battery againft which they fired, nor from any
other, could bear; and the gunners, fenfible of their fecurity, fired
with deliberate aim, whillt the three guns on the n. £. baftion conti-
nued hotly on their oppofites, and both together obliged the enemy:
in lefs than an hour to withdraw: their guns, and clofe. the em-
brafures 3 nor did: they attempt to open them again during the reft
of the day. At:feven the gallery cartying on towards this battery
having been pufhed to the banquet of  the covered way fell i at ‘the
end
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end there, and the light camein; but the miners ftopped the hole
fo foon, that the enemy did not difcover the mifchance,  'The gal-
lery was then filled five or fix feet back; and from hefice a returm
-made to the right, from| which it was again continued ftreight for-
ward under the glacis. ' In the night;ithe enemy had withdrawn
the two twenty-four pounders from the bar, in order to replace others,
which had: been difébled in the north front of the attack 5 they
however fubflituted a fix-pounder to'check any fally from the fort.
The ceffation of this fire to the fouth releafed the Shaftefbury from the
preateft moleﬁatiqr_l the had endured, ‘by which feveral ‘of her men
‘had been killed and wounded, her hull thot through in many places,
and all her mafts and rigging ruined. In the morning, - before
~day-light, fhe had meved from her ftation under the guns of the
s.E. or San Thome baftion, and anchored ‘about a mile 'in the
offing, oppofite to the fea-gate. = The French thips continued at their
anchors out of gun-thot ; {0/ that all the annoyance which fhe re-
ceived through the day was a thot now and then from the fingle
-gun at the fecond crochet, - Againft the fort, the four guns at the
burying-ground continued wi_th vivacity, but the two enfilading in
“the Lorrain, and the four crochet on the- hofpital battery with lefs
frequency : all the enemy’s firft-rate bombs were expended, and
moftof the next fizes, fo that they only fired a few thells ‘of eight
and ten inches from the fecond crochet. In the evening, a floop
from Pondicherry anchored at San Thomé with a fupply of ftores.
During the night, the enemy fired a great deal of muiketry upon
the covered way, and the garrifon, béfides the repairs, continued
the two mines. The cafualties of the night 'and - day ‘were one
European and three Sepoys killed, and four with two wounded, and
a twenty-four pounder was difabled on  the demi-baftion.

Early mw the morning of the sth, the Harlem, the Diligent,
and - three  fimaller yefels, got under fail from their fation before
the black town, where they left only one, a fmall floop, and ftand-
ing to the fouthward were out of fight before the evening. « The
caufe of ‘their fudden departure, was a report from Pondicherry,
sthat {everal thips of force had been feen off Negapatam. <At fun-
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tife, the enemy again oPCned their breaching battery, but before
they had fired three rounds were obliged to clofe it 'Igam by the {ame
fire as the day before. At nine, a red flag feen on the mount fig-
nified that Prefton’s and Mahomed Iffoof’s army were arrived there
from_ Trimliwaith ; they had before reprefented the ncceﬁity of re-
maining at a diftance until fupplied with ammunition and ftores

from- Chinglapett, provifions from the country, and money from

Madrafs. - Mr. Pigot ordered them at all' events to attempt the
effort {o often recommended of marching intothe fort; but, left it
thould fail, difpatched in the evening ten of the troop of Euro-
pean horfe, with captain Vafferot, each carrying a thoufand pa-
godas, who crofled the Ifland, forced through the enemy’s guard at

Chindadrapettah, and arrived at the Mount at ten at might, of which
~they immediately gave notice to the garrifon by four rockets anda

large fire.. ‘The fire of the enemy’s batteries was flacker than ufual
in the day, their fhells very few, and little mufketry in the might.
Neverthelefs the cafualties until the morning of the 6th, were

~another twenty-four pounder difabled on the demi-baftion, one Euro- -

pean and- three Sepoys killed, and four Europeans wounded.:

The enemy’s breaching battery remained filent durmg the 6th; nor
had they repaired the damages it had {uftained ; but in Lally’s, of
which the fire had ceafed fince the 3oth of the laﬁ month, fix’embra-
fures appeared to have been reftored to good condition for fervice 3 but
fo manyof the enemy’s guns had beem ruined, that they were obliged
to withdraw the four from the recochet battery. at the hofpital, to
furnifth the embrafures at Lally’s, which, however, they did not
open until the next day; fo that:their fire this day was from fewer -
guns than in any fince they began the fiege, confifting.only of the -
four guns at the burying ground, and two in the Lorrain battery;
but they added ‘two ten-inch mortars te the two-already: eftablithed
at the fecond crochet.  All their cavalry, European, as well as the

black, were obferved filing oftf’ to the Cheultry Plain ; and Sepoys,

with guns and tumbnils, were feen marching that way from the
black town. The night -pafled without {kirmifh, for the enemy
svere not heard at work on the creft of  the glacis; but their mortats

i continued.
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continued. In the day and night two. Europeaus were! killed, and

two-wounded, but none of the Sepoys were hurt.

“In the morning of the yth the enemy began to fite, as was ex-
peted, from Lally's battery, but only from four of the embrafures
and with a. mortar on the right, all bearing upon the demi and
north-eaft- ba&wns, which together returned fix guas : the other
batteries continued as the day before, and the mortars in the night;

; durmg ‘which no alarms were given either by the enemy or the gar-
nfon ‘two guns were difabled on: the north-eaft baftion; two Eu--

ropeans were killed, and five, and two. Sepoys, wounded.
Notwithftanding the inefficacy of the breaching battery, the reft

of the enemy’s fire had: by this time rent the falient. angle of the -

- demi baftion frem top to bottom ; and Mr, Lally, who viewed every

thing with enthufiafm, ordered the principal engineers and artillery
officers- to give their opinion: on the feafibility of ftorming this

_ breach and declared his -own of {fuccefs ;3 but the officers confider-
_ed the queﬁmn with more deliberation. . They agreed that the de-

feent into the covered way from the breaching battery on one fide,

* and the gabions on the other, of the falient angle of the glacm wa

. eafy, and that the defcent into the ditch and paffage acrofs it had '
‘been rendered very pradicable by the mine they:had fprung in the

y-covered way from the caftern fide of the glacis, of which the ex-

- plofion. had filled-up a fufficient {pace at the end of the cuvette or

trench of water dug along the middle of the ditch 3 but a rank of
ftrong palifadoes ranged along the other fide of thc cuvette, and
having hitherto received no damage muft be torn, down by hand,
before the troops could gain the foot of the breach; who during
the defcent into the ditch would be expofed, without the cover of a
fingle gabion- on the flank, to the fite of the north-eaft baftion

and of mufketry from the blind before it to fix guns in the -
curving flank-of -the royal baftion, and ,a jumlmcc of fmall arms -

from the caponiere. which led acrofs the ditch to the nort th ravelin ;

and the havaock of thefe two fires would continue without the leaft
refiftance or interruption upon the troops .whilft affaulting the -
‘breach itfelf, . From thefek circumftances the officers Lu_,chrr:d the -

breach,,
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breach, ‘although ' practicable, inacceffible; but. added, what ‘they
were not afked, that from a comparifon of the '-'f{):rc?e:a; the profe-
cution of works to ‘quell the fire of the place would onlysfacrifice
the lives of many men without the leaft probability of fuceefs.

"The only variation in the attack during the 8th, was the addition
of one gun on Lally’s, which now fired with five. The force with
which the enemy intended to oppofe the army at the mount had

«collected in a feparate camp on the Choultry Plain, and in their rear

at Eemore were {ix field-pieces with four tumbrils. In the afternoon
the Briftol anchored off St. Thomé ‘returning with ftores from Pon-

dicherry ; and, as it was apprehended that fhe might have brought

a fupply of large fhells, the governor propofed that the Shaftibury,
reinforced with forty foldiers from the fhore, thould attack her.
Captain Inglifs concurred in this intention with alacrity ; but his
mafts were {o much damaged, that it required. the repair of two
days before he could fet a fail. = No annoyance, excepting mortars,
pafled between the befiegers.and the fort during the night. Before
the morning, the gallery in front of the blind before the north-eaft

‘baftion had been carried far enough toward the fea to fecure this
work from any mines of the enemy, and was continued in a dire@ion

forward towards the palmyra pallifado, of which the enemy were
in pofleflion, in order to crofs any other they might be attempting
againft the eaft face of the covered way. Two explofions of powder
had been occafioned in the enemy’s works by the fall of fhells during
the night. 1In thefe 24 hours were one European and one Sepoy
killed, and two Europeans and one Sepoy wounded; butno gun
was difmounted. _

In the three laft days, information had been received from Captain
Prefton, that Major Calliaud was approaching with a reinforcement
from the fouth ; and thefe were the firft advices concerning him,
which had reached either Prefton or the garrifon fince his departure
toTanjore; for every letter which he had written paffing through the
enemy’s country, had been either intercepted by them, or carried far
away by the meffengers. A variety of untoward incidents had pro-
tratted the exccution of his commiffion. He embarked at nine 'in

the
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the morning on the 1t of December in a2 common mafioolah, which
had only fix rowers and the fteerfman he was accompanicd by Mr.
Bofwell the {urgeon, as his interpreter; and one fervant. In a
few hours after they were at fea, a hard gale of wind arofe, in
which they could not fhow . the fail, and fcarccly ufe the oars;
neverthelefs thﬁdnftof the wind and current carried the boat by
9 _Q‘clgq}gsghg;fgéébnd night as far as Devi Cotah, which is by the
fea one: hundred and thirty miles from Madrafs, when the rowers
were fo much exhaufted, that no entreatics could prevent them
ffo;j.r_,:_l_ _“Putt.in_g athore ; and they grounded on the {trand within half
a mile of the fort of Devi Cotah, in which was an. officer and fome
French Sepoys, from whofe notice they were preferved by the con-
tinuance of the ftorm, and before day-break put to {fea again ; but:
the boatmen would not venture over the larger and outer furf, and:

continued driving in the hollow fea between the two, until noon,.

when they landed at Tranquebar. T he rains had overflowed the
rivers, which remained impaflable until the r2th. On the 14th
Galliaud arrived -at Achempettzh 15 miles from Tanjore, where
he was again detained three days by the bad weather. On the ryth.
he reached the city.. ol Sk TS AT

The king of Tanjore, when more. clofely . preffed by Captain.
Jofeph Smith to- furnith. the rooo horfe. requefted of him by the
prefidency 1n December; pleaded the. ravages which his country
had lately fuffered from the French army, and demanded 200,000
Irupecs_beibre-hand; at length he more 1)lai:nly-f-fﬁd;, that he thought:
the Englith did not care what befell the territory of their allics,.
provided, they’ could defend their own : but as he could not alledge
this indifference to himfelf when attacked by the French ; he cited;
the unconcern with which they had fuffered the French to take
every fort belenging to the Nabob, and even his capital of Arcot,
without making any efforts to proteét them ; although he knew that
the prefidency had not the means, and with the Nabob’s were lofing
their own reventics. _

Major Calliand found, the king in’ the fame: tempar, fo pre=

poﬂé{iéd of the decline of the Englith fortune, that he negleéted the;
1fizal
5 TAlliadt.
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ufual attentions to himfelf, as their reprefentative, and inftead of a
houfe, allotted his habitation in a choultry. In their conference,

the king faid he had fufficiently expofed himfelf to the re-

fentment of the French, if Madrafs fhould fall, by the affiftance
he had already fent with Mahomed Iffoof, which were 300
horfe ; but not paid by himfelf: neverthelefs he was willing tolend
400 more, provided Calliaud would difcharge their arrears: Cal-

liaud demanded Colonel Kennedy and the Jefuit Eftevan, the French
hoftages whom the king had detained ; but the king refufed, and
let them depart on the 1gth, as it were, in his fight. Never-

thelefs, the horfe were fo neceffary that Caillaud determined not to
take offence whilft there remained any probability of getting them, and .
applied for money to the houfe of Buccangee, which was by far the

moft confiderable bank in the Carnatic, and had hitherto tranfaGed
the greateft part of the Company’s exchange throughout the province:
but their agents in Tanjore refufed to fupply any money for bills on
Madrafs. The king knowing this promifed the horfe fhould be
ready ‘in four days, if the money were paid. Calliaud then applied

to the Dutch government of Negapatam, who profered a loan, but
propofed to furnith it in coins, ‘and at rates, which would have

produced a lofs of 25 per cent. Thefe difappointments obliged
him to feek the money at Tritchinopoly, where he arrived on
the 24th, and obtained the promife of a fupply from another thop
of Buccangee's houfe eftablithed there = he returned on the 27th to
Tanjore, where intelligence had been received the day before, that
the Nabob with his family, who had left Madrafs on the z2oth,
were arrived at Negapatam, and that his wife, in this thort but
tempeftuous paffage, had been brought to bed at fea. At the fame
time Seid Muétoon the Nabob’s agent at Talljorc informed the king,
that the Nabob intended to come into the city in his way to Trichi-
nopoly, and expeéted to be met, asufual, upon the road; but the
embarkation, the feafon, and above all, the travail of the Iady, had
convinced the king, contrary to the real motives, that nothing but
the defpair of Madrafs could have induced the Englith government
to expofe the prince of their alliance to fuch nfques and diftreffes ;

and
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and either from the malignant pleafure of infulting “his fuperior in’

diftrefs, or from his dread of the French, if they fhould prove
fuccefsful, or both, he refufed either to admit the Nabob into: the
city, or to pay him a vifit without the walls: nor heeded the re-
prefentations of QCalliaud endeavouring to correét his contumacy.
The news likewife frightened the fhroffat Tritchinopoly fo much, that
he retracted his promiie, and refufed.to fupply money upon any terms.
However, 50 of the horfe were affembled at Condore on the bank of
the Coleroon, 1o miles north of the city, and Calliaud, in order to
encourage the reft to follow, went thither likewife. The next
day, which was the 28th, a detachment of so0 Sepoys, which

he had ordered from Tritchinopoly to efcort the Naﬁmb, pafled by
in their way to Negapatam ; and on the 1ft of January hetréceived”

from Mr. Norris, the member of the council who had aéedmijaﬁied
the Nabob from Madrafs, 1o of 2zo,000 pagodas which had been
fent by the préfidency to defray the expences of the garrifon of Trit-
chinopoly : but although this fupply obviated the pretexts of delay,
the king fent out no more horfe. ~ On the sth, major Calliaud vi-
fited the Nabob at Aimapettab, and accompanied him to .Pond;, a
village 7 miles from Tanjore, where the illnefs of the Nabob’s wife

detained them the two {ucceeding days, during which major Cal-:

liaud went again to the city, when his exhortations, feconded by the
appearance of the efcort, prevailed; and the king vifited the Nabob
on the 8th with the ufual ceremonies in a choultry on the road.
Major Calliaud, to dignify the Nabob’s appearance in his own ter-
ritory, and at his earneft requeft, judicioufly put himfelf at the head
of the efcort, and marched with him to Tritchinopoly : they arrived
there on the 1oth, but Caillaud returned the next day to Condore ;
where no more horfe had  hithesto joined the firft party ; his letters
and meflages, for he refolved not to vifit the king again, availing as
little as before, he returned to Tritchinopoly on: the r17th, iin
hopes of levying a body of horfe in the adjacent countrys and on:his
departure exprefied, intending it thould be conveyed, theutmoft indig-
nation at the king’s evafions. He however left agents at' Condore td
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improve any advantageous change which might happen in his difpo-
fition, and the king, alarmed by the refentment of his departure, fent
out: the remainder of the hotfe with f{cribes to clear their accounts
on which Calliaud returned on the 21t to Condore, and advancing
them fifteen days pay, they crofled the Coleroon the next day,
and on the 23d moved to Trimalvedy, a fort belonging to the
Ariclore: polygar, on the bank of the river, about s miles above
Condore. . Here he propofed that they fhould proeced 10 miles far-
ther that day §.but they halted parlying for more pay until the 2 sth,
when they marched 20 miles to Mongalpaddy, a village ftill in the
diftri&s of Arielore; where they were joined by three companics of
Sepoys from Tritchinopoly.  ‘The whole arrived and halted the next
day at Volcondah, and on the 2 5th reached Tlmiaggr : here the horfe:
refufed again to proceed until they received their arrears, which the
king' had promifed, and failed to fend. They were howeyer fa-
tisfied with another advance of 15 days, but requefted another
day’s ‘halt-in expe@ation of fome of their neceffaries which were
not yet come up from Tanjore. On the g1ft they marched from
Thiagar to Tricolore, which is 15 miles onwards. ‘The killidar
Kiftnarow, who had before taken the field with Mahomed Ifloof,
promifed  to follow with all his force from Thiagar : but none ap-
peared. :On the 1ft of February, Calliaud with his own troops
reached Trivanalore, and the next day Villaporam. The partizan
Lambert, with 500 Sepoys, had advanced to this place to oppofe

. their ~progrefs ; but, receiving certain intelligence of their force,

went off the {fame day to Gingee. 'The want of provifions detained
Calliaud’s party at Villaporum until the 4th; and on the 7th at
noon they arrived at Chinglapet, both foot and horfe fo much fa-
tigued, for the march was feventy-five miles in three days, that
they could proceed no farther; on which Calliaud left them there to
refreth, and went away with his own attendants to the mount, where
he arrived at feven that night; and as the elder officer took the
command of all the forces there, Prefton’s, Mahofn_‘gd Hloof’s, and

‘Abdulwahab’s.
‘The
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The méur_l't is a cragey ‘rock, of which the bafe’isroblong lfiomi.  r75p:

eaft to weft, and a mile round. It has two eminences, of which that ks

to the eaftward is ‘much the higheft, being 1o feet, and’ has at e
the ‘top a {mall level plot, ‘i_l-i which ftands a church, the fubftitute of
a much more antient ftru@ure, dedicated by the ancient: chriftians of
Coromandel and Malabar to a Saint Thomas, whom the prefent er-
1‘01160uﬂy'fﬁj§pofb'to be the apoftle. A flight of broad fteps:leading’
to the church winds ‘on the eaftern fide, ‘juft where the: hill fefel£
begins to round to the north. /A village of country-houfes, built by
the Englith, extends from the foot of tlie mount about 6oo yards
to the eafl, ’.am?% '(__:onﬁ'ﬁs of two rows (‘?'f houfes fituated m ‘gardéns
{eparated by a lane. The oW which faces the fouth fronts a pleafant
plain, and the walls of its enclofures as well on this fide as on the
other, where they {kitt the lane, are on 4 ftrait line. ' The enclofure
which terminated the front row, to the eaft, was' the garden-houfe
of Colonel Lawrences it occupied ‘100" yards to the plain, and,
as all the others of this row, the fame extent backward to the
lane; the gardens on the other fide of the lane were not all inclofed
~with walls, but fome with banks and hedges ; 'all however capable
of fome defence. The laft inclofure in this row, ‘which" from'its
owner was called Carvalho’s’ garden, projeéted 5o yards ‘farther out
to the eaft than Lawrence’s, the laftin the front row, of which’
in confequence it flanked the eaftern fide : and about 200 ‘yards
out on the plain to the fouth, dire&tly oppofite to Carvalho’s, ftood
the ruins of five or fix mud houfes, with feveral trees furrounding
a fmall brick building, which had once’ contained 'a fwamy, o
idol. This ftation flanked the ground before the front row of in-
clofures. ‘The lane that féparated the two rows continued nearly in
a ftreight line from the eaft, and terminated at the bottom of the
fteps leading ' to the {ummit "of th_c:. mount. 'On the right hand of
the {teps was a cragey path from the plain_on the‘fouth, and ‘on‘the
left hand an outlet leading round the north fide of the mount:
contiguous to the path on the right, and within piftol-thot of the
fteps, was a houfe which looked upon the outlet to the north_ s
and the laft houfe on the other fide at this end of the lane com-’
A O manded
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manded obliquely the opening of the path from the fouth: a {pa-
clous gatc\vay at the bottom of the ﬁeps fronted the 1__3,[]_.:@ between..

The black troops, exclufive of thofe which major Calliaud had left
at Chinglapett, were 2200 horfe, and 2500 Sepoys s but the Eu-
ropeans were only 103, 12 of whom were artillery-men, and 1o
with Vaflerot, troopers; the other 8o were mufketry, including,
officers ; the artillery were fix three-pounders.  Of the Sepoys, thofe
from the garrifon of Chinglapett, and 700 of Mahomed Ifloof’s,
might be relied on; but little dependance could be placed on the reft,
and lefs on the cavalry. In this conviction, Calliaud determined to-
rifque little in the plain, but to defend the whole village of the
mount, which afforded excellent ftations, The plain to the north,.
behind the fecond row' of inclofures, required few precautions, be-
caufe the ground, being laid out in rice-fields, p_récludqd the approach.
of cannon, and the ufe of cavalry. But, if the enemy fhould get
pofleflion of Carvalho’s garden, they might foon penetrate into.
all the other inclofures of the fecond row along the lane when the
firlt row, attacked from this i the rear, and in front by another di-
vifion of the enemy from the plain on the fouth, could not be long
maintained.  Calliaud therefore confidered Caravalho’s garden. as the
decifive poft, and ftationed in it 6o of the European mufketry with.
four of the field-pieces. The two. other field-pieces, with. the zo:
other European firclocks, and 300 Sepoys, were pofted at the fwamy-
houfe ; the inlets of this poft were barricaded, and the walls of the
mud-houfes were lowered to parapets for the mufketry, and:
where mneceflfary fhll lower for the field-pieces, but time and
means were wanting to inclofe them either with a ditch or palli-
fades. Seventeen hundred Sepoys were diftributed. in the gardens,
of the front row facing the fouth, but the greateft part in Lawrence’s.
to ‘the eaft, and a communication was' prepared.- between all thefe
enclofures by openings in the walls of feparation. The remaining
500 Sepoys were flationed to defend the inlets to the upper end of
the lane, at the foot of the mount; fome in the two houfes there,.
others on the fteps, others at the gate, and others in different parts,
of the rock itfelf. The black cavalry had encamped along the north.

fide
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{ide of the mount, and were ordered to hold themfelves in readinefs
to act as occafion thould require..
With the dawn of the next ddy, which was the gth, the enemy

were difcerned approaching in two: large bodies.. The one con-
fifting of 1200 Sepoys, and soo black horfe, advanced from the
Marmelong-,—_i bif-Sétr Thomé river, towards the eaft end of the village,.
but having no field-pieces, regulated their approach by that of the
other body, which, having taken a circuit to the left, were per-
ceived at two miles diftance on the plain to the fouth. This body
confifted of 300, being the whole of the French European cavalry,.
and 6oo European infantry : the cavalry was in the center in,
two ranks, the troopers on the right, the dragoens next,, the huffars
on the left. The infantry were equally divided en cach fide of the
cavalry, and both divifions had two field-pieces on each of their.
flanks, eight in all, of which two were twelve, two nine, and the
other four,, fix-pounders. The whele was commanded by a relation:
of Mr. Lally’s, of the fame name, and with the rank of Colonel. The
black horfe with Calliaud formed on his fummons in frent of the
garden walls ; they were crowded, aécording to- their cuftom, ten or
twelve ranks:in depth.. Abdulwahab prefented himfelf with feeming
refolution at their head; and Calliaud, with the 10 troopers and Vai-
{erot, rode on their left. The French cavalry were advancing before
their infantry s and' it was the intention of Calliaud, that his own
thould wait until they came in' a line with the flank fire of the ficld-
pieces at the fivamy houfe : but when they were within 1000 yards,,
~where the ground began to take an afcent towards the garden walls,
although fcarcely perceptible in a lefs fpace, the whole body of the
black cavalry with Calliaud fet off fcampering, thouting, and flourithing
theis fabresi ‘The French cavalry came on to meet them at a round
trot ; but halting fuddenly; the firftirank difcharged their carbines,,
by which fouror five horfes, and. as many men, were brought to the
ground, on whichithewholé, exeepting Calliaud and.the 10 troopers,,
went off at once, {ome efeaping along the fide of the mount to their
right, but others turning, preffed into the path in their rear, which led
into the head of the lane at the feot of the fteps, and pufhed acrofs it
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by the other outlet, to the plain on the north of the mount. The
French cavalry followed them until they themfelves came within
reach of the flank fire of the ﬁeld-pxeces at the fwamy houfe which
falling amongft the troopers and dragoonson the right; obliged them
to check and tumn back ; but the huffars on the left, not fechng {o.
much of thisannoyance, puﬁaed on, and purfued the fugitives through
the opening into the upper end of the dane, where they immediately
fell under the fire of the 500 fepoys pofted in the different ftations
in that part of the mount and in the two houfes, which drove them
with as much precipitation as thofe they were purfuing, through
the outlet to the north, from whence they galloped round tha
mount, and rejoined the cavalry from which they had feparated,
in the plain to the fouth. Calliaud, with the troopers, retreated to
the inclofure next Lawrence’s garden, and his horfe, which had re-
ceived a ball in the breaft, fell under him at the gate. '\As foon as
the Huflars returned, the whole of the French line advanced again in
the fame order as before, and halted at the diftance of 600 yards;
the divifion of infantry on the right, oppofite to the {wamy houfe;
the other on the left, over againft the laft inclofures at the foot of
the mount. From thefe fituations the infantry of both divifions fent
forward their field-pieces 200 yards nearer, which began a britk and
indifcriminate cannonade again{t the garden walls, and the poft at the
{wamy houfe, which was anfwered with effect only by the two
field-pieces at this poft; for the fire of the {epoys, even here as weil
as in the gardens, was thrown away, and neverthelefs could not be
reftrained. Mean while the body of enemy’s troops to the eaft halted
behind a ridge, which extended at the diftance of 400 yards, op-
pofite to Carvalho’s garden, againft which ' their' fepoys kept up a
conftant and ufelefs fire of mufketry, which neverthelefs was qftcn
anfwered from the four field-pieces in the garden.

Colonel Lally feeing no efect from his field-pieces againft the
garden-walls to the fouth, and the danger of ftorming them,
before the advanced poft at the fvamy houfe was carried, de-
tached at nine o'clock 100 Europeans from the divifion of infan-

try on the right, to.attack it at the pufh of bayonet; but the fire
of

7
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of the twofield-picces, and the mufketry there, met them {6 hotly,
that they broke within 30 yards of the poft, and retreated with pre-
cipitation to their divifion, which on this repulfe recurred again
to their field-pieces. Calliaud, neverthelefs, was convinced that
the poft would be foon attacked again, and could not be main-
tained throughaut the day, and therefore drew off one of the field-
pieces. ‘At ten the enemy fent a ftronger detachment to make ano-
ther attacIF who were beat off as the firft; and half an hour after,

another attack was made by 200 of the divifion, who were ,llkcwxf'e

repulfed 5 but thefe fuccefies had fo much elated the defenders, that

all the fepoys, with moft of the Europeans, accompanied by enfign
‘Airey himfelf, rufhed out to purfue the detachment; who, as if
by defign, retreated faft, and led them 300 yards into the plain :
two troops of horfe, who had been patrolling in the rear of the in-
fantry, ' chanced at this moment to be juft bebind the remaining Eu-

ropeans of the divifion to the nght, and feeing the advantage, fet’

off at fuil gallop and fell fword in hand upon the purfuers, before
they had time to form in proper order to refift the thock. All were
in an inftant {cattered, and many were cutdown before they reached
the fwamy houfe; when, although fafe, they did not think them-
felves fo, but leaving the field-picce, ran out onthe other fideto gainthe
gate of Lawrence’s garden, which {tood open before them ; but before
they got there, the troopers galloping round the eaft fideof the poft, fell
upon them again, up to the very gate, where their career was checked
by a ftrong fire of the Sepoys, whom Mahomed Iffoof feeing the
difafter had ranged along the walls. 'The furprize, for feveral fell,
deprived the cavalry likewife of the recolle&ion to return, and take
thelter behind the cover at the fwamy houfe ; but they galloped a-
crofs the angle of Lawrence’s towards the angle of Carvalho’s gar-
den, whereCaillaud {ecing them coming, met them with the fire of
the 4 field-piecesin this poft: but the gunners having hitherto only
ufed ball, forgot tochange their charge for grape thot, which great-
ly diminifhed the execution ; for the cavalry pafled within 30 yards
of the angle, and continued galloping onward to the north eaft, un-

til out of reach, when they turned in the rear of their Sepoys be-
hind

445

275

February.



446

1759-
Pt:br'ua.'y.

Tue War oFf COROMANDEL, Book X.
hind the ridze. However fome -of them fell 3 but all the lofs they.
had {uffered was mach lefs than the havock they had made ; for
they had killed or cut down more than a hundred; but moﬂtly
SLPD}S 5314

‘The right divifion of the enemy’s infantry with their ﬁeld—Pmces im-
mediately took pofleflion of thedeferted poft; their left likewife advancs
ed fomething nearer the inclofures on their fide, and both began a hot
cannonade againt the garden walls, which being flight, but of brick,
were enfily pc,rforated "The Sepoys within took fhelter behind the
houfes, 1mdy to man the walls on a clofer attack; but ever and anon,
one or other of thofe, obliged to move to and fro, was killed ; and
thefe cafualties, although fcw, dlfpll‘lted many, who/took every oppor-
tunity to quit their ftations, and fteal into the back enclofures, from
whence they efcaped round the mount, and haftened far from the
field. Of the black cavalry not more than a hundred had-ré'tﬁ‘urued
fince the routin the morning, and kept both the rows of enclofurcs’
between themfelves and the enemy’s thot. At nmoon a party was
difcerned advancing from the San Thomé river, with a piece of
cannon drawn =by many -oxen. It was a heavy iron eighteen-poun-
der. The field-pieces at Catvalho’s fired upon them at random fhot,
which frightened the cattle, and obliged the drivers feveral times to
unyoke the reftive, and at laft to throw them all off, when the Laf:

cars alone dragged the gun : but when arrived at the ridge, where!

the Sepoys had taken poft, it could not be made ufe of behind it ;
and whilft they were drawing it farther forward into the plain, fe-
veral thot which took place amongft them interrupted their attempt.
At Iength it was brought to a proper ftation, and at 2 o’clock began
to fire at point blank ; it was oppofed as before by the 4 three-
pounders, which could not with the fame certainty reach fo far, and
feveralof the men ferving themwere killed by the fhot, and woundedby
fragments of the houfe. Mean while the enemy to the fouth, be-
fides their cannonade, which continued hotter than in the fd;"éhbt’}n,
advanced at different mtervals feveral parties, as well from/the divi-
fion on the left, as the {wamy houfe, with the appearance: of af-
fault, but only to draw the unneceflary fire of the Sepoys, which
o - always
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always fucceeded ; and it became fortunate that {o many had qu1ttﬂd
for even the beft who femained could not be reftrained from firing
on every motion, although in vain. But by 5 o’clock in the afternoon,
the perfeverance ' of the enémy s cannonade obliged them likewife
to dummih ity for fear of ruining their own guns, and at funfet it
iy, and they were feen yoking, ahd foon after drew off
Vatillery, moving to the caftward: the eighteen-pounder
ceafed. a,nd drew off at the {fame time. The fight was more joyful
_than they fufpected to the troops in the village, for Calliaud had juft
.before received information, that the mulket ammunition was ex-
pended to fix cartridges a man, and only three balls, befides the grape-
thot, left for each of the field- PICCGS {o that no retreat could have been
made, if prefled by the enemy in the open plain. Spies followed them
until they had crofied the river of San Thomé, and began to take up
their quarters in the village of Marmelong ; and immediately on the
return of the {pies at eight at night, Calliaud marched away with all

that remained of his force, in filence, for fear of the enemy’s cavalry,
- and left fires to deceive them. Before the mornmg, they arrived at
Vendaloor. ‘The fugitive cavairy of the morning had run away with
fo much hurry, that they reached Chinglapett before noon. T'o rejoin
them, as well as to get a fupply of ammunition, Calliaud continued
his march the next day, and arrived there in the evening, where all
the Sepoys, who had not intirely deferted, were likewife affembled.

Of theEuroPBans, {even were killed dead, and 1 3wounded. It was not
fo eafy to afcertain the lofs fuftained by the Sepoy s3 but by the reports
of thofe who held out through the action, it was computed that fifty
were killed on the {pot, and about 150 were brought away wounded.
The lofs of the enemy was not known, but fuppofed to be s0 Eu-
ropeans, .and moft in proportion of the cavalry. The firihg of the
action, wag heard in the fort, and feveral parties at different times of
the day were feen going towards the mount, and not a few palankins
and doolies: retuenmg, from it with, the wounded.

Notwirhﬁmding\ thedraughts which had been made for this at-
tack, the encmy’s fire onthe fort continued with more viva city than
might have been eipected, -although not {o frequent as the chy be-

Vor. IL. M mm : fore,
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fore, but both their thot and fhells were direfted againft the build-
ings. + The Shaftefbur y was not ready to wc1gh and bear down upon
the Briftol, at anchor in the road of St. Thomé, before the night
clofed, and in this interval the Briftol employed all the boats which
could be aflembled in unloading her ftores, and for: more difp_atch
put a part of them on board of the floop which was'in the road
when fhe arrived, and into the other from the black town, which had
pafied and anchored near her; neverthelefs the had not difcharged
half her cargo before night, and for fear of the Shaftefbury fet fail,

and was out of reach before morning. It bemg fuppofed that the

+{ervice at the mount had drained the enemy’s pofts to the fouthward

of the fort, two companies of Sepoys were detached in the afternoon,
who proceeded as far as the governor’s garden, from whence they
brought off fome ammunition, and in their return fet fire to the ga-
bions of the battery near the bar, meeting no oppofition.  The ene-
my’s mortars continued {paringly through the night, but as in the
day againft the houfes. ' Not a man or a gun was hurt in the fort
during thefe 24 hours ; but the numbers of the garrifon were by this
time fo much impaired by cafualties and ficknefs, that the grenadier
company, which had hitherto been kept in referve, were obliged to
furnith a proportion to the guards of the different pofts.

The next day, which was the 1oth, the enemy fired with four
guns and one mortar from Lally’s, three guns from the burying-

ground, two from the Lorrain battery, and with two mortars at

the fecond crochet: the guns at Lally’s fired fmartly, but moft of
the fhot from hence, as well as the fhells from: all the three mor-
tars, were, as the day before, dire¢ted againft the buildings, which
were much rent and fhattered. = The mortars continued through the
night, during which the garrifon began another embrafure in the
fafcine battery on the beach, within the flow of the furf; it was'in-

- tended to fweep the ftrand, along which the enemy might approach

under cover of the bank of fand which forms the beach and ftops the
fea that has thrown it up. The gallery or mine at the falient angle
was this day compleated : it had been puthed go feet from the coun-
ter-fearp of the ditch, which brought it under the enemy’s breach-

ing
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ing battery, when a thort return was made on each hand from the end,
and in a chamber at the end of each return was laid a box, contain-
ing 200 pounds of powder, towhich the fauciflons were fixed. The
gallery before the blind was fufficiently advanced towards the fea-
fide to crofs any approach under ground to the blind, and another
branch was opened from this gallery ten feet on the outfide of the
eaft face of the covered way, parallel to which it was intended to
Pm]bi;g the branch, to the north, in order to difcover and . meet
the enemy if working under ground in this part. In the morning
the Cuddalore floop belonging to the Company anchored in the road
from Pulliacat, where fhe had been fome days, and had ftopped
feveral embarkations of the country, coming with provifions from the
northward to the enemy in the black town : orders were immedi-
ately fent off to her by a cattamaran ; in confequence of which fhe
bore down into the road of St. Thomé, and attacked the two fmall
veflels lying there, which had not yet Ianded all the ftores they had
received from the Brftol. | The veflels, after receiving a few fhot,
weighed and ran clofe to the furf, within 100 yards of the fhore;
the Cuddalore followed them as near as the could, when a party of
mutketry, with two field-pieces came to the firand, and began to
fire on her ; by which the crew, who were all lafcars, were fo much
frightened, that they could hardly be prevailed on to ftand the
deck; the mafter, therefore, bore away, and in the evening anchor-
- ed again before the fort, The fire of the day and night wounded
two Europeans and one Sepoy, and difabled a 24 poundeér on the

demi baftion.
On the 11th the enemy’s fire continued from the fame cannon
and mortars as the day before, but more brifkly, The Cuddalore
floop bore down again in the morning upon the two veflels in the
road of St. Thomé, and was again beat of by the {ame fire from the
fthore. ‘The outward embrafure of the fafcine battery in the furf
was compleated, and pallifadoes ftaked in front of it: a range of
trecs were laid before the pallifadoes, and others along the fhoulder
of the battery in the furfitfelf. The cafualties in the day and night,
were two Europeans and one Sepoy killed, and four Europeans and
: Mmm 2 | one
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one Sepoy wounded ; a twenty-four pounder was tflfubled on the
royal baftion.

The {fame fire continued on the 1z2th, but with more effed, dif-
abling fix guns. Before this time all the original parapet of the x.x&.
b’xﬁxon. had been battered away ; and fo much of the b_ody of the |
baftion itfelf crumbled, that the outfide of the gabions and fand-bags,
which had been fubftituted on the rampart, did not extend bevond
the ground which had been the line of the infide of the ougmai
parapet ; and in the afternoon of this day a fhot from a twenty-
four pounder on Lally’s battery came quite through the gabions,
and wounded a centinel in the baftion ; four other Europeans and
one Scpoy were wounded, and two Europeans were killed, durmg
thefe 24 hours.

At three in the morning of the 1 3th a party from the enemy’s
trenches, confifting of 5o coffrees, advanced along the fea-fide from
the ftockade, of which they were in pofieffion, intending to ftorm and
nail up the guns in the fafcine battery. They were led by a ferjeant
chofen for his bravery, with the promife of a commiffion if the at-
tempt fucceeded. The party was difcovered when within 30 yards
of the work, on which they halted, probably to form for the pufh,

and in this fhort interval received two rounds of grape-fhot from the

embrafure next the breach, the execution of which threw them into
fuch confufion, that they all ran back to the trenches, leaving feven
dead, and the ferjeant defperately wounded. Upon this alarm, the
drums beat to arms, and all the garrifon and inhabitants repaired to
their {everal pofts : and a {mart firc was kept up from the defences,
and returned by the enemy from the trenches, for fome time after
the party was repulfed. The ferjeant crawled into the covered way,
where he was taken up, told what he knew of the enemy’s inten-
tions, and died before day-break. This day the enemy ceafed firing
from the three guns in the Lorrain battery, by which the number
of their cannon was reduced to {even pieces; but the five in Lally’s
fired very brifkly : their three mortars continued as before through
the day, but very fparingly during the night, which gave fufpxcwn

that they were buly at work in their trenches, and before day-light
at
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at three o'clock in the morning, it was difcovered that they had ad-
gabions on the edge of the furf beyond the Palmyra ftoc-
d that they either intended to:bring cannon againft
the fafcine battery, or to advance by traverfes under cover of the
beach which was fteep, and then attack the covered way and the
fafcine battery together i a ftrong fire was kept up from the fafcine
battery upon the ftockade, and the gabions they had advanced until
the morning. In thefe 24 hours no guns were difmounted in the
fort, but three Europeans were killed, -and four, with one Sepoy,
wounded. . The mine under the enemy’s battery at the falient angle
of the covered way was compleatly ftopt up before noon ; and three
pioneers, covered at night by ten grenadiers, were continued at the
counterfcarp in readinefs to make the explofion.

It being difcovered at day-break of the 14th, that the enemy had
renewed their gabions beyond the ftockade, a fally was' made upon
them at fun-rife. A fubaltern and 15 men went along the covered
way till they came upon the flank” of the ftockade, 40 men with
two captains advanced dire@ly in front of it along the glacis, fol-
lowed by 20 pioneers and an engineer without arms. The two
parties attacked at the fame inftant, and their firft fire drove the
enemy from the flockade, and continued firing forwards from it on
all that appeared ; at the fame time the north ravelin, the royal, the
demi, and x. E. baftion, plyed the trenches with grape fhot, and all
ther deterred the enemy from venturing out of them, which

vanced foms
kade, which indicate

toge

gave the pioneers leifure to overturn the gabions into the fea, and

to {pread and level the carth they contained. ' After which, the
he covered way,

whole detachment returned unmolefted into t
having only two men {lightly wounded. The enemy’s fire con-
tinued as the day before, but they threw very few fhells in the night,
during which they worked hard in replacing the gabions which had
been overfet in the morning, dnd endeavoured to compleat the tra-
verie from them towards the furf; but the fire of a twelve-pounder

from the fafcine bat'téry,_ and the fhells from the demi baftion, con-

tinually interrupted their work. In the evening the Diligent and
ad of - St.

a floop with ftores from Pondicherry anchored in the ro
: Thomé ;
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Thomé ; and on their appearance 1 5 failors which had been taken
out'of the Shaftfbury to ferve in the gatrifon, with 35 more Eu-
ropeans, were fent on board with orders to Captain Inglifs to bear
down, and attack thefe veffels, The decks of the Shaftfbury being
lumbered with goods, the did not get under fail until 11 o'clock at
night, and was too foon difcovered by the two veffels, which immedie
ately got under way, and before day-break wete too far to the fouthe
ward to be purfued. In thefe 24 hours two Europeans were killed, and
5 wounded, but none of the Sepoys were hurt. A twenty-four pounder
on the demi baftion was fplit in the muzzle by one of the enemy’s
fhot. For feveral days a number of labourers, guarded by a party of
{oldiers, with an officer, had been difcerned from the fteeple de-
molithing the governor’s garden-houfe, and in the afternoon of this
day they fet fire to the village of Chipauk which ftood at the back
of the garden, between the bar of the river and the village of Trip-
licane. : '
The next day, which was the 1sth, the enemy’s fire was very
brifk in the morning, from fix guns in Lally’s, four at the burying-
ground, and two in the Lorrain battery ; but it decreafed in the
afternoon, and at 5 o'clock they only fired from thtee in Lally’s,
and two at the burying-ground, and from neither of the two in the
Lorrain battery: the fire of their mortars likewife flackened, Several
camels and many coolies were feen paffing from St. Thomé acrofs
Egmore plain to the Black town, loaded, it was fuppofed, with am-
muntion ; .but a much greater number of coolies with all kinds of
burthens pafled from thence to the fouthward, which confirmed the
intelligence of a {py, that the enemy were fending away their fuper-
fluous ftores and the remains of their booty to Pondicherry, and gave
credit to the information of the deceafed ferjeant, that they had de-
termined to raife the fiege. They fired very few thells, and con-

‘tinued very quiet in their trenches during the night ; but the garrifon

fufpecling that they might be carrying on their gabions by the fea-
fide, kept up a finart fire from the fafcine battery upon the head of
their {fap until 2 o’clock in the morning, when the moon gave fuf-
ficient light to difcover that they were doing nothing there ; on

' * twhich
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which the firing ceafed. At the fame time, the enemy’s guard in
their battery on the creft of the glacis, which for fome days had
only been ufed as a lodgement for mufketry, perceived and fired upon
a party of Sepoys who were leveling the rubbifth at the foot of the
demi baftion, which had been beat down' by the cannonade of the
day. One of the Sepoys was killed, on which the reft ran away,
and no other of thefe troops could be prevailed upon to continue the
work, which was however compleated by a party of Europeans. A
{ix-pounder in the fafcine battery was difabled by one of the enemy’s
thot. 'The cafualties in the 24 hours, were one Coffree and one
Sepoy killed, and one of each, with two Europeans, wounded, and
lieutenant Hopkins loft his right arm by a cannon thet. Two
letters were received this day from Major Calliaud, dated: the 11th
and 13th, advifing his intention to make aforced march from Ching-
lapett, with the troops under his command, in hopes of furprizing

the fort of Sadrafs, -of which the French continued in pofleflion ;
and requaﬂ:mg that money and ammunition might be fent to him
there, in confequence of which the Cuddalore floop was immediately
difpatched with 300 three-pound fhot, and 20,000 pagodas in money.
‘This fum compleated 70,000, which had .been_fe_m: out of the fort,
fince invefted, for the fupply of the army abroad. Much more re-
mained in the company’s treafury, which was indebted for this
-affiuence to the remittances from their acquifitions in Bengal 5 but,
had this fource failed, the wealth of ‘individuals colleted within the
fort would have been much more than fufficient to have anfwered
all the expences incurred for its defence. Very different were the
faculties and finances of the enemy. The treafury of the govern-
ment at Pondicherry was exhaufted, and individuals from their dif-
truft and deteftation of Mr, Lally would lend none to forward the
public caufe; although their own; and from violence and mif-
management, the countries which had been reduced, and were the
whole extent between Devi Cotal, Arcot, and Madrafs had furnifthed
neither revenues or other means adequate to the wants and con-
fumption of the enemy’s army employed in the ﬁege, where the
Pay,.qf the common f{oldiers was at this time fix weeks in arrear, ;:nd
their

i
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their other neceflities equally ill fupplied ; who neverthelefs, not-

“—— withftanding the difcontented difcourfes of their officers, ffill more

... February.

difhonourable becaufe they had all got plunder, perfevered in their
duty with uaremitting fpirit and alacrity, and Mr. Lally feems to
have refpeced their merit, But the Sepoys had neither the fame
principles, nor received the fame encouragement, for he had always
treated them, as all the natives in general, with the utmoft contempt’
and feverity, which they now revenged, juft -as their {lender fervices

. became moft important, by threatening to leave the army, if they

were not immediately paid ; and fpreading their example by their
correfpondence, 500, who had been pofted with a few Europeans in
the fort of Tripaffore, forced the gates, and marching out with their
arms plundered the country, in order, as they faid, to colle&t their
arrears. ‘The news was brought ro the black town a few hours after
the event, on the 15th, and created much anxiety, becaufe all the
provifions which the army received, came by Tripaflore, and might
be eafily diverted by thefe malecontents. Few refrained from de-
claring that the fiege ought to be immediately raifed ; but Mr. Lally,
to maintain the lead of his own opinion, gave out that he would
never quit the enterprize, until he had tried the fuccefs of a general
affault, and talked as'if the hour was not far diftant,

The next morning, which -was the 16th, the enemy’s cannon,
although not increafed in number, fired with more vivacity than for
many days before. At 3 in the afternoon intelligence was brought
by a catamaran from Paliacat, that a floop, which had juft anchored
there, had {poke on the gth of the month in the lat. of 149, with the
fhips from Bombay, from which the Shaftfbury had feparated ; and

that they had been feen on the 12th off Durafapatam, 100 miles to

the north of Madrafs. At 5 0'clock in the afternoon, the fix fhips
were deftryed /in the n. E: ftanding towards the road ; neverthelefs
the enemy’s fire continued with uncommon vivacity untgl funfet ;

‘and it being concluded, that, 1f they had ever intended to make a

general affault, it would. be attempted this night, before the rein-
forcements could be landed, every foldier and inhabitant i_,n_s_.__ft_he gar-
rifon capable of ftanding to his arms repaired to th'gir::ﬁpe%_goﬂs,

' Sarand -
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and as foon as it was dark a hot fire of mufketry from the north
face of the defences was kept up on the enemy’s works, which
they returned with equal alacrity. At ten at night the fhips, di-
reted by lights held out in the fort, anchored in the road. The
firing on fhore ftill continued, and at 2 in the morning that from
the enemy, in their lodgement, on the creft of the glacis, and in
their pofts and fap oppofite to the N.E, baftion and fafcine battery,
although very ftrong before, grew ftronger than ever, but their fhot
flew too high : it began to flacken foon after, when the blaze of fires
were perceived i their trenches : at 3 all their annoyances ceafed
intirely, after which no. motions of men were any longer diftin-

guifhed ; but feveral large piles of wood m the rear of Lally S battery'

were feen in flames.  The cafualties fince the preceding morning to
this time, were three Europeans and one Sepoy wounded, and one
Sepoy killed.

At day-break the whole army were difcovered in full march from
the weft fide of the black town towards the Choultry Plain, and the
greateft part had already crofled the northern river. They had pre-
vioully undermined the redoubt and powder-mill at Egmore ; and
at g o’clock a party left for the purpofe made the explofion, which

intirely ruined: both; thefe works had coft the Company 30,000

pounds, and could not be reftored in a twelvemeonth. The enemy
“wrere then' perceived marching on to the mount.  The hurry of their
retreat faved the black town from the refolution which Mr. Lally
had taken of reducing’ it to athes, if compelled to raife the fiege.

By noon' the- troops in the fhips were all landed: they were, in-

cludlng officers, 600 men.
Joy and curiofity carried out every one to view and contemplnte
thie works from which they had received fo much moleftation, for

the enemy’sfire had continued 42 days. Thirty-three pieces of cannon,,

18 or 24 pounders, were found in their pofts and works, of which
26 were difabledy but feven were in their carriages, and both.in good
condition... Some' {pare carriages: were likewife left, and many
cannot thot, but no mortars, although feveral beds ; and many mili-
tary Hﬁ&rcs, with quantities of powder in catks and flannel bags,
Vor II.. Nonn. weres
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were found carelefsly feattered in the trenches. They evacuated
San Thomé, and whatever guards between this place and the fort
were withdrawn at the fame time that the army left the black town.

The garrifon, as foon as certified of their departure, fent out parties

to the fouthward and to Egmore, who colletted 19 guns more,
moftly iron three pounders: fo that the whole number which the
enemy loft and left behind were g2 pieces of cannon. One hun-
dred and fifty barrels of good powder, and as many cafks of damaged
ammunition, were found in San Thomé. But the firongeft proof
of the hurry and confufion with which they raifed thefiege, was the
negle& of their fick and wounded, leaving 44 Europeans, (all who
had not been fent away before) in their hofpital in the black town,
with a letter from Mr. Lally, recommending them to the care of
the Erglith governor: they were received and treated with the
fame attentions, as if they had belonged to the garrifon, and moft of
them afterwards recovered. :
The fort fired during the fiege 26,554 rounds from their cannon,
7,502 fhells from their mortars, and threw 1990 hand-grenades :
the mufketry expended 200,000 cartridges. In thefe fervices were
ufed 1768 barrels of gun-powder. Thirty pieces of canhon and
s mortars had been difmounted on the works. There remained in

the fort, artillery fufficient for another fiege, with 30,767 cannon-

balls, but only 481 fhells, and 668 barrels of gun-powder. As
many of the enemy’s cannon-balls were gathered in their works,
or about the defences of the fort, or found in wells and tanks in
the black town, as the garrifon had expended. The enemy con-
fumed all the fhells of the two firft rates in the ftores of Pondi-
cherry, and threw of all forts 8coo, of which by far the greateft
number were dire¢ted againft the buildings, all of which lay to-
gether in half the area within the walls, in the old town to the
caftward : and fcarce a houfe remained that was not opened to the
heavens. ZHIY iy ;
Of the European officers, one major, Polier, two captains, fix
fieutenants, and four enfigns, were killed : one captain’ and one lieu-

¢enant died of ficknefs : 14 other officers: were wounded, off whom
I SRS fome
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fome dangeroufly 3 and four were taken prifoners: in all 33. Of
rank and file in the battalions of Europeans, and of the men be-
longing to the artillery, 198 were killed, 52 died in the hofpital, 20
deferted, 122 were taken prifoners, and 167 were wounded; in all
579 3 but many of the wounded recovered. Of the lafcars, who
were natives affifting in the artillery, nine were killed, and rg
wounded. Of the Sepoys, including officers, 105 were killed, 217

wounded, and 440 deferted. 'The lofs in Europeans was more than-

reinftated by the troops brought in the fhips. |
- The governor Mr. Pigot, as foon as the enemy difappeared, re-
linquithed the fpecial authority which had been vefted in himfelf,

to the ufual adminiftration of the council, of which he was prefident 3
and received their thanks for the good effe&ts of his refolution and
alivity during the fiege: he had vifited the works every day, en--

couraging the garrifon by his prefence, and rewarding thofe ex-
pofed to feverer fervices, with money. Provifions of all kinds in
abundance, and of the beft condition, had been laid up, and as well
as all the military ftores, were diftributed from the different ma-
gazines, under the direction of the members of "the council, affifted

by the inferior fervants of the company, whofe habits of bufinefs-
eftablifhed and continually preferved thefe details free: of alklet and.

confufion.

The Prefidency, as foon as re-eftablithed in its ufual forms, ac-

knowledged their fenfe of the zeal and conftancy with which the

garrifon had fuftained every danger and fatigue ; and no men ever.
better deferved this teftimony, for {carce a murmur had been ut--
tered: all was emulativon : All however acknowledged that the-

enemy, in proportion to their numbers compared with the ftrength
of the garrifon and works, had puthed the attack with unremitting
perfeverance and endeavour, and the enemy equally refpeted the
{cience and fteadinefs of the defence. Indeed moft of the principal

officers of the Company’s troops had been inured to {ervice under their-

general Colonel Lawrence, whom they ftill regarded as. their pre-
ceptor in the fiege : they were, Major Polier ; the. Captains. Pafcall,

A

oy Nonna Charles.
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Charles Campbell, Beaver, Richard Smith, Gustler, de Beck,
Freifhman, Vaflerot, Black, Hume, Donald Campbeli, Greig.
Every repair and additional work was executed with,-_:qgularity
and difpatch under the direGtion of Mr. Call the chief engineer,
although this was the firft fiege, whether offenfive or defenfive, in
which he had ferved. Captain Hiflop, who arrived with a company
of the King’s artillery-men, at the fame time as Adlercron’s regi-
ment, was the {enior officer in this branch ; he had ferved in Bergen-
op-zoom. The Company’s artillery, which furnifhed all the cannon
and ammunition, was commanded by Captain Robert Barker : even
the enemy acknowledged that the promptitude and execution of the
firc from the fort was fuperior to their own: whatfoever guns or
mortars were difabled on the defences, were immediately replaced
by others prepared in ftore : Colonel Draper and Major Brereton
were of the King’s troops : fo that no town was ever attacked, which
had in proportion-to the garrifon fuch a number of excellent and ex-
perienced officers. The exertions of Major (Calliaud and Captain
Prefton were equal in the field. Thus every officer of diftin&ion on
the eftablifhment of Coromandel was employed in the defence of
Madrafs, excepting Captain Jofeph Smith, to whom was committed
the prefervation of the next .important obje®, Tritchinopoly, in
which the French prifoners out-numbered five to one the invalid
Europeans of his garrifon. |
In the evening, after the enemy retreated, came in Vaflerot and
the ten troopers with intelligence from Calliaud. This officer
marched from Chinglapett on the 13th, but mifled by the guides
did not arrive- at Sadrafs, as he intended the next night, but the
morning after ; when the Dutch refidents, although remaining in the
town only on fufferance from the French, whe were in pofleffion of
their fort, protefted againft his entrance with hoftile appearance
on the territory belonging to the Dutch company. At the fame
time a party of French troops, which were halting there in their
way from Pondicherry to join Mr. Lally, went into the fort, and
this reinforcement rendered the attempt impracticable excepting by
a regular attack, to which the artillery with Calliaud was not
5 . adequate.
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adequate. | He neverthelefs remained to inveft the fort, and foon
after intercepted a letter from Mr. Lally to Mr, Deleyrit, dated the
14th; written in the bittereft terms of reproach and refentment,
imputing the failure of his attempt againft Madrafs, which he then
{aw inevitable, to the iniquities and treachery of the government of
Pondicherry, denouncing, that if this place fhould efcape the ven-
geance it merited of fire from heaven, nothing could preferve it long
from deftru@ion by the fire of the Englifh.

‘The lofs of men fuftained by the French army is no where ac-
quired; they were 2700 firelocks when they advanced from Conje-
veram ; and Mr. Lally, in the intercepted letter, fays, that he had
ftill 2000 Europeans; the Sepoys with him were not more than
1000, for feveral detachments were abroad. ‘The lofs of the cannon
~ and ammunition which had been left or thrown away,she imputed
to the want of ferviceable bullocks, and this deficiency to the ra-
pacity of the contradors leagued with the council of Pondicherry.
His army marched away in rags, and without provifions, but, having
gun-powder and horfe, exatted them, and continued their rout to

Arcot.  Advices of their retreat had been fent off to Calliaud as,
foon as they difappeared, who mmediately on the information”

detached Mahomed Ifioof with 1200 Sepoys from Sadrafs, to re-
inforce Chinglapett, left the French armythould inveft this place;
the Sepoys by a forced march arrived before the enemy could have
mtercepted them, if fuch had been their intention : the next day
Major Calliaud, with the remaining fix companies of Sepoys, and all
the cavalry, Abdulwahab at the head of his own, came into Madrafs.
Thus ended this fiege, without doubt the moft ftrenuous and regular
that had ever been carried on in India; and we have detailed it, in
hopes that it may remain an example and incitement.

Exbp of the TExTH Book.
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O'T only the Carnatic and its dependencies, but all the adja-
cent powers, had fixed their attention, with various hope and
anxiety, on the fiege of Madrafs, as an event, which fooner or later
muft greatly affet their refpetive views and interefts. It was be-
lieved, and juftly, that much and extenfive reputation would be ac-
quired by the defence ; but as this advantage would foon be loft if
the adjacent territory were not recovered and proteted, it was re-
folved to take the field without delay. With the reinforcement
brought in the thips, there were in the town when the fiege was
raifed, of all ranks, 1900 eftimated Europeans, including go Topaffes
and 60 Coffrees, inferted in the different companies : of this number
1 500 rank and file were fit for immediate duty; and this force was
{ufficient to face the French army. Neverthelefs, the vigour of the
determination exceeded the means : many carriages for the artillery
and ftores were to be prepared, and the artificers being moftly natives
were few, and had much other work to do: draught and carriage
bullocks were to be provided, and the ravages of the enemy had left
none in the country ; provifions were equally fcarce : perfeverance,
however, continued. Chinglapett being fecured, the reft of the
troops with Mahomed Ifloof, the horfe with Abdulwahab, and thofe
fent with Major Calliaud by Tondiman and Tanjore, encamped on
the choultry plain, where they were joined day by day by the
Europeans of the garnfon 5 but the whole were not ready to move

before the 6th of March, and in this interval arrived two more coms=
- panies

1759
’-—-s“-—J
February,

March.



.

: ]uﬂg
o

= =
: G

Deci1.3755 g 8
= o

\\\

N 3

B (= = .‘t- }‘ . '|I,, | . ’; ' / it :
e NI i i 7
\ RN Lo by ! \\'; l\"-"l Al e é “z 3 ,

of th FRONTS ¢f FORT STGEORGE
* attacked by M®LALLY
Jrom. e )4”:;/ Decamberiisi o ?}'}rm‘.drrf}? brucaryijig,
| wilth part of the BLACK TOWN.

= : < Nk i . :
. { 2 b\ it " R SR < _ Y %/:;,:;,.w
d = hL_Qg{:{Q:f;_'zgl.:lmﬂm._ﬁmu{a@.af._q;-n. S i e TR : : . |
e BAR N S TR e Rk,

F



462

E759:

el
March.

Tae War of CoroMANDEL. Book XI.
panies of Draper’s regiment, which the fhips they came in from
England had carried to Bengal in the latter {feafon of the laft year,
and they were now returned to the coaft. The whole force which
now took the field were 1156 Europeans, rank and file, including:
the artillery men, with 10 field-pieces, of which two were 12
pounders, 1570 Sepoys, 1120 Colleries, and 1956 horfe. On
news of their approach, Mr. Lally moved back from Arcot with the
main body of his troops, and took poft at Conjeveram, where the
advantages of the fituation left them nothing to fear from an inferior
force ; and, his health being much impaired, he went away to Pon -
dicherry on the 6th, leaving the command to Mr. Soupire, with
orders not to rifque a general battle ; but to wait the attack. The
defets of equipments {till retarded the progrefs of the Englith army,
and it was the 18th before they arrived at Paupa Braminy’s Choultry,
within feven miles of Conjeveram. On the laft march, Mahomed
Ifivof, with fome horfe, advancing before the line, met fome of the
enemy’s European cavalry, who, though much inferior in number,
ftood a tkirmifth with the foremoft of his; and were driven back,
with the lofs of an officer and two horfes killed. On the 3d, Cap-
tain Prefton at Chinglapett, hearing there was but a {light force in
the fort of Carangoly, had detached Licutenant Airy, with feven
companies of Sepoys, to furprize it; but they took a panic under
the walls, not to be recovered by the bravery of their officer,
which encouraged the garrifon to fally, who killed 25 of them in
their flight.

Whilft the army was before Conjeveram, letters were received from
Colonel Forde, who was fet down before Mafulipatam, defpairing of
{uccefs, unlefs he were reinforced with men and fupplied with money.
By this time, it was found that all the refources of the prefidency were
inadequate to-the expence of keeping the army in the field, and no pro-
bability ‘appeared of gaining a decifive advantage over the enemy. The
Prefidency therefore inclined to bring the troops into cantonments, and
to fend 200 men to Colonel Forde. Colonel Lawrence, although
convinced of the imprudence of attacking the enemy ' the pofls
they occupied at Conjeveram, was equally perfuaded of the evil con-

fequences
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fequences of retreating before them; and came to Madrafs on the
26th, to diffuade the Council, reither from diminithing thew force,
or from withdrawing it into garrifon ; and his arguments prevailed.
He then declared the inability, to. which the impaired flate of his
health had reduced him, of continving in the command of the army ;
and received the higheit regrets and encomiums of his eminent fer-
vicesy crowned by exertions much beyond his age, in the defence of
Madrafs. Thecommand then devolved to Licutenant-Colonel Draper,
who: was likewife too ill to accept it, and foon after embarked for
England 5 on which it fell to Major: Brereton, the next officer in the
king’s regiment, and Major Calliaud fucceeded Colonel Lawrence in
the dittin& command of the Company’s troops.

Nazeabullah, the Nabob’s brother, had accompanied the French
army to Madrafs, and remained forme days with them in the black
town 3 when his own affairs, his doubts of the fuccefs of the ficge,
and the reprefentations and example of "his’ brother, Abdulwalab,
swho was! joining the Englith troops in the field, induced him
to return to Nelore, which Mr. Lally having denved no advantage
from his prefence or endeavours permitted without reluGtance.
Still, however, holding fair to the French, he retained a few of
their Buropeans, and 200 of their Sepoys ; but as foon as he heard
that the fiege was raifed, he refolved to declare intirely for the
Englifh, and blackened his zeal, by putting to death all the French
Europeans, excepting their officer, Saint Denys. It is not known
whether they attempted refiftance ; but the Sepoys laid down their
arms, and: were quietly turned out of the fort. With the advices
of this deed, he profered to pay 30,000 pagodas a year, if the Pre-
ﬁdenqy would confirm him in the government of Nelore, and its
diftricts 5 and, as ho revenue, excepting from his good-will, was to
be expected from that part of the country, until the Enghth army had
gained the {uperiority, his terms were accepted, and he fent the
French officer to Madrafs.  Abdulwahab continued with the army,
and his fervices were rewarded by a confirmation of the diftri&ts of

Chandergherry and Chitore.  The threc greater Polygars to the.

Vor. II, Qoo north-
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northivard, Bangar-yatchum, Bomrauze, and Damerlah Venkytap-
pah, wrote letters of congratulation, although they had given no
affiftance during the fiege : they were ordered to guard their own
hills, and affift Chandergherry and Chittore, if attacked. The mi-
nor Polygars nearer Madrafs were frightened, in expeQation of pu-
nithment for the robberies they had committed in the Englifh
diftrits during the diftrefles of :the fiege; but their delinquency
was overlooked, and they were told to affift the forts of Pon-
damelée and Tripaflore, into which garrifons of Sepoys had been
fent, as foon as they were abandoned by the enemy in thexr retreat
to Arcot. '

Even the cautious Mortizally of Velore congratulated the Prefi-
dency on the repulfe of the fiege. The body of Morattoes, with Go-
paul ‘Row, who had in the preceding year warred and gained the
half of Cudapah, and to whom proffers had been made for their af-
fiftance, remained at the pafles of Damalcherry, waiting the event s
and as foon as the French retreated, Gopaul Row claimed 12 lacks
of rupees, alledging that he had neglefted other concerns of greater
confequence, in expeftation of the ultimate fummens of the prefi-
dency, and that the dread of his troops had obliged the French to
raife the fiege. Tt was known that Le had equally been offering his
affiftance to the French, and the prefidency recommended to him, to
cut their army to pieces before they reached Pondicherry, and t’nen he
fhould have the money. ~ He replied, in feveral lettets, fraught with
infinuations of the mifchief he intended to bring on the Englifh, as
well at Bombay, as in the Carnatic ; and fent 500 of his Morat-
toes to join the French army; but Mr. Deleyrit, the governor of
Pondicherry, advifed Mr. Lally not to entertain them, becaufe they
would not fail to plunder with greater detriment in ‘the French dife:
tri&s, as more extenfive, than in thofe which the Englifth had reeo~
vered. 'They were difmifled with compliments and a {inall prefent,.
on which Gopaul Row to compenfate and  revenge the difappoint-
ment, fent a detachment round the hills, which tock poffefiion of
the town and pagoda ‘of ‘Tripetty, intending to colle@ the revenues
af the approaching fealt in April, which the French government

” expected.
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expeded to receive. This detachment in thew way {fummeoned the
three northern Polygars as fiiends to the Englith, to pay their fhares
of the chiout, or tribute, which Gopaul Row had demanded, and
had not time to exaé in the preceding year. el

"The king of Tanjore fired guus, and congratalated on the fortune
and prowefs;of_Madrafs; and, the Prefidency encouraged by his pro-
felfions, propofed tohim toaffift themin a plan to furprife the fort of
Karical, when the fquadron fhould arriveon the coaft : to which he
anfwered, that the laft hoftilitics of the Freanch had ruined his coun-
try, and that the crop at prefenton the ground would likewife be de-
ftroyed, if difturbances were renewed : but that, as the Englith had
beat off the French army from Madrafs, they thould immediately
drive them out of Pondicherry, when Karical would fall of courfe.
He was then requefted to let beeves be purchafed in his country as pro-
vifions for the {quadron ; which the ftriétnefs of his religion regarded
as an abomination, nor would. he fuffer the interpreter to go on in
reading the letter, written to him on this fubject.

The Nabab, ever fince his arrival at Tritchinopoly, had continued
fick, His diforder was a jaundice, produced by excefs of vexation at
the late humiliations of his fortune : the repulfe of the French attack
on Madrafs conduced not a little to the recovery of his health ; but
his mind retained much follicitude for every future contingency.
However, the vigilance of Captain Jofeph Smith had preferved
the diftriéts dependant on the city in peace and cultivation, and
their. revenues  were more than fufficient to defray the neceflary
expences of the garrifon, as well as of the N abob’s family. The

reat number of French prifoners in the city, who were 500,
whilft the European force in the garrifon did not exceed 70 men,
had been an obje& of conftant anxiety, and plots were conti-
nually difcovered of their intentions to break out of their dun=
geohs; which obliged Captain Smith to confine them with the ut-

moft feverity. ‘The Rheddi of Terriore, whom he had driven out

of that town and diftri€t in the month of July of the preceding year,
went away with thofe who efeaped with him, to the borders of the
Myfore country, where he was, at different times, joined by fuch as
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were difaffe&ed to the other Rheddi, who had been seftored in his
ftead. They fometimes made plundering excurfions into the coun-
try between Tertiore and Utatore ; but attempted nothing of confe-
quence. However, their numbers encreafed ; and they kept up a
correfpondence with feveral of the pfincipal men who contiued

“ to refide with the Rheddi in Terriore. = When Mahomed ' Ifloof

marched away in November to the relief of Madrafs, the garrifon of
Tritchinopoly could not fpare the number of Sepoys neceffary to
compleat his command, and three of the five comipanies which had
been left in Terriore, were recalled to make up the deficiency. As
foon as they were gone, the expelled Rheddi, with his troops, who
were waiting to retake the place, arrived before they were difcovered
at the barrier of the wood, where {ome of the remaining Sepoys were
{tationed ; but the reft of the guard had been feduced, and in-
ftead of aflifting the Sepoys, turned their arms upon them, and
delivered up the barrier to the enemy, who marched on, and
advanced to the town without interruption, fending fo much
terror before them, that the Rheddi within, with his troops, and
the inhabitants, that adhered to him, ran away into the wood
and hills, leaving the Englifh ferjeant with the Sepoys, to defend
themfelves as they could, The ferjeant took pofleffion of the palace,
which was an extenfive building ; but the enemy furrounded it in
the houfes on all fides, that not a man could apppear who was not
expofed to their fire, which obliged the ferjeant to capitulate, and he
eafily obtained permiffion to march away to Tritchinopoly, with their
arms, dnd whatever elfe they chofe to carry.  Captain Jofeph Smith
had received fome intelligence of the intention to attack the place,
and had detached fome troops to reinforce it, but it was loft before
they arrived at the wood. 'This event happened in the end of No-
vember. In the next month, Huffeéin Cawn, who had been dfiven
in the month of July from Seringham by a detatchment from Trit-
chinopoly, returned from Pondicherry with. fome Sepoys and two
field-pieces, and took poft at Utatore, intending again toladvance to
the ifland, and retake the pagoda’; but Captain Smith fent a party
from the garrifon, under the command of Captain Blake, who did

' ; not
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Book XI. MAapurA AND TINIVELLY.

not fuffer them to reft until they took refﬁge' in the Myfore coun-
try, where they remained, propofing fchemes, and {oliciting aflift-
ance 3 but meeting little encouragement from this government, Huf-

fein Cawn offered to Jom the Rheddi, who had retaken Terriore,
n makmg “incurfions into the Nabob’s country : but the Rheddi,

mq]s.mg ameritof refraining from the mifchief in his power, proffered.

money and Legul'lr terms of fubmiffion to the Nabob, who, for the
fake of the money, and to fave the expence of defending the diftant
wlhges, accepted his obedience, and confirmed him in the govern-
ment; in which this was his fourth inftallation, and the ather
Rheddi had loft and refumed it as often.

The countries of Madura and Tinivelly had relapfed into their
former ftate of anarchy and confufion, after Mahomed Ifioof, with {o
large a part of his force, was recalled out of them in the n:"on:th of
July. All that the feven companies of Sepoys left in the city of
Madura could do, was to collect from the country provifions fuffi-
cient for their fubfiftance. ‘The incurfions of the Nattam colleries
from the north, and of thofe under the Polygars along the hills to
the weft, ruined or appropriated whatfoever cultivation or revenue
arofe in the diftri&s at a diftance from thecity. To the {outhward,
in the Tinivelly country matters were much worfe. Maphuze Cawn
forgot all his former profeflions of reconciliation, united more firmly

than ever, and took up his refidence with the Pulitaver, who led
the weftern Polygars; and Catabominatg, with Etiaporum, who.

were the heads of the weftern, concluding from the fuperiovity of
the French i the Carnatic, that the affairs of the Nabob and the
Englifh would never recover, feized whatfoever country lay conve-
nient for them : nor did the five companies of Sepoys left in the fort
of Palamcotah, and bereft of all alliance, venture any oppofition to
their encroachments, or even to maintain the town of meelly = of
which Maphuze Khan and the Pulitaver once again took pofiefiton.
‘T'he Sepoys contented themf{elves with preferving Palameotah, wherc
they were often obliged to'defend the walls againft the fkirmithes of
the Pulitaver’s colleries, which confumed their ammunition ; and,
as none of their letters reached the Carnatic, or even:T'ritchinopoly;
X the »
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they wrote by the hand of a Topafs, aletterto Anjengo, which is
the fouthern of the Englifh factories on the coaft of Malabar, re-
quefting fupplies; but the Topafs writing what he thought Englith,
the letter was o unintelligible, that the factory neither underftoogd
from whence or whom it came, nor what they wvanted. At length,
letters from Mahomed Iioof procured them credit, which enabled
them to purchafe provifion, and even to get lead and gunpowder
from the fea-coaft in the bay of Tutacorin. - It was very fortunate,

that the fidelity of the Sepoys 'in:' Madura and Palamcotah continued
unthaken ; for had either of thefe fortrefles been betrayed, no means

remained of retaking them ; and the ceflion of .,,Q/I:Idura might have
purchafed Hyderally, the Myfore general, to join the French, who
at this very time had an officer of diftin&ion treating with him at
Seringapatam. BN e 4!
‘The repulfe of the French from Madrafs had increafed the danger

of lofing thefe countries, fince the French, being no longer under the

neceflity of keeping their whole force collected in one point, might,
{till leaving {ufficient to oppofe the Englith army in the field, detach
the reft to other objects. = The partizan Lambert was moving with

his flying troops from Pondicherry to the weftward ; and danger
to the city of Madura might accrue even: from Huflein Cawn, if

e thould get a body of Myforeans to accompany him from Dindigul.

On theft confiderations, the Prefidency refolved to fend Mahomed
Iffoof back into thefe countrics, and to accept his offer of renting
Madura and Tinivelly, together, at the rate of five lacks of rupees
for the enfuing year, clear of all charges, excepting what might

arife from the neceffity of defending them either againft the French,
"the Myforeans, or Morattoes.. . The Nabob had, ever fince the firflt

appointment of Mahomed Iffoof to condud the war in thefe couns |
trics, regarded him with fufpicion and averfion, and infifted that th:ey.'
fhould be left to his own difpofal and controul ; although he had
not in his whole dependznce, a rclation or officer of military .refth’t'i‘bn
.and experience {ufficient to maintain them in this tume of difficulty.
The French and Englith armies continued almoft in fight of each

cother for two and twenty days ; the one wifhing to be attacked, 1n
their
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their pofts at Conjeveram, the other, a general aftion in the open
plain ; a
other defired.  Moft of the diftriéts to the fouth of the Paliar were
r the protetion or jurifdiction of the French govern-
ment 3 and as other defiances had failed, Major Brereton refolved to
march into them, as the likelieft means of bringing the enemy to
a battle, or at Jeaft ‘of obliging them, to quit Conjeveram, when
fome opportunity might arife of retaking this' place, without
which, even the diftriét
army had adyanced could not be protetted, unlefs by their con-
timuance in the field, and in this part of the country. Accordingly,
the army moved on the 1ft of April from their encampment at Papa
Braminy’s Choultry 5 on the 6th, they arrived, and took pofieflion
of the pettah of Vandivafh, in which they began to open ground
againft the fort, and fent to Madrafs for two pieces of battering
cannon ; and a detachment fent by captain Prefton from Chinglapett
beat away the guard at Outramalore, of which place he took pof=
{oflion, to fecure the line of communication with Vandiwath.

M. Soupires neither. gave any .

as they were marching away, nor followed them. Mr. Lally had
ordered him to rifque nothing, and the French army had for {ome
days been reduced to great diftrels for want both of money and pro-
vifions. ‘The fiege of Madrafs had exhaufted the treafury of Pon-
dicherry, and +¢s revenues were anticipated by mortgages for loans,
and whatsmonies could be colle@ed from the country between Con-
or borrowed in the camp, fcarcely furnithed the

and the inhabitants of the -nei-ghbouring villages

under eithe

jeveram and Arcot,
expencesof the day,
finding that the Englifh paid punétu
s much as poffible to carry any provi
nters of the neighbouring diftrics, magnified the detriment.which
ands had fuffered from the Morattoes of Gopaul Row, in order

A& their payments, by the plea of difcufling their accounts.

Soupires'con-ﬁdcred t
fince it permitted him to retreat to Arcot,

fions to the French camp. The

re
their 1
to protr
In this fituation, Mr.
ariny as an advantage ;

nd neither was feduced to give the advantage which the .

s already recovered as far as the Englifh

interruption to the Englith army,.

ally, and at better prices, evaded

he removal of the Englifh:

with the appearance of patting on equalterms. He left in Conje~
veran.
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1759,  veram 300 Sepoys and 100 horfe, under the command of Murzafi-

L“:WTTJ beg, who had deferted from the Englith a little before the fic g¢ of

1 M “i rafs. The renters at Arcot furnithed Mr Soupires money and
}uovmons for eight days, and he extended ln: troops in different
parties between' Arcot and Trivatore, which is fituated 2o mﬂes 8.4V,
in the high road from thence to Vandiwath.

Mr. Lally, as foon-as heheard that the Englith army was beforc
Vandiwath, immediately came out of Pondicherry thh_ 300 Eu-
ropeans, ordering Mr. Soupires to meet him with the main body at

Chittapet 5 where they arrived on the 14th. ‘Trivatore is farther
from Chittapet, than it 1s from Vandiwath. The nearer road from
Vandiwath to Conjeveram is mot good'; but from Vandiwath to
Trivatore, and hence to Conjeveram excellent, and of quicker
difpatch, although by the lazge angle. it makes feveral miles more,
Major Brereton was informed in the evening of the 1 3th of the march
of the French army with Soupires, and that the whole had pafied
Trivatore; on which he decamped in the night from Vandiwath,
and, by a forced ‘march, arrived the next day at Trivatore, which
he found abandoned, and blew up one of the baftions; and con-
tinuing the fame firefs of march, they arrived, on the evening of
the 15th, near Conjeveram. Several letters had paffed with Murza-
fabeg, who pr etended to be willing to betr ay his truft, but atked {uch
terms as proved, that he only wanted to gain time until the French
army could ceme to his relief 3 on which Colonel Monfon, with the
advanced divifion, invefted the pagoda in the evening, which it was
determined to ftorm the next morning. Murzatabeg no longer diffem-
bled, but kept up a brifk fire of mufketry through the night ; by
which feveral, and Colonel Mcnfon himfelf, was wounded.

The gateway of the pagoda at Conjeveram is {pacious and lofty, and
the tower over it one of the largeft and higheft in the Carnatic. Tt
{iands in the middle of the weftern wall, and fronts the pringipal_._ﬁree{
of the town, which is very broad; but there is an area between, of
the {ame breadth as the wall of the pagoda, and 300 yards ‘acrofs,
T'here were no gates fixed in the gateway ; and to coyer the entrance,
the French had thrown up a ravelin before it barbette, on which,

a
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as well as on the {mall towers at each angle of the pagoda, were
mounted guns, but old, and of little fervice; and {caffoldings of
bamboos for fmall parties of mufketry were raifed along different
parts of the wall within. There was, in the arca without, a large
choultry, with the back to the pagoda, about 200 yards from i
gateway, but a little to the right. Near this choultry, as good
cover, the troops threw up a ramp in the night, and early in the
morning began to fire over it againft the rayelin from their two
twelve-pounders, which'the enemy returned with all their means,
but with little execution ; only wounding Major Brereton flightly,
and two or threc of the gunnerss By eight o'clock the earth of
the ravelin appeared fufficiently beaten down, and the troops marched
to the attack, led by Major Calliaud at the head of the grenadiers.
Few of the defenders waited the affault hand to hand, but, after
gwmg their fire, ran into the pagoda. The officers, ftimulated by
an intemperate rivality of danger, got firft over the ravelin, and
Eegan, as the men came, to form them for the attack of the gate-
way, in the middle of which the enemy had laid alarge old iron gun
on logs of wood ; and within were two lines of Sepoys difpofed in
an angle for the advantage of a crofs-fire on the entrance. In 2
minute, 40 or 50 men, of whom much too many were officers, were
crowded together within the ravelin, when the enemy fired their
un, which they had treble loaded with powder, and to the muzzle
with mufket-balls and bits of ragged iron. The excefs of the ex-
plofion, ‘and the thick black fmoke which arofe from it, gave the
1dea of a mine, nor was th@ effe€t much lefs. It killed eight men
on the fpot, and wounded ten. Of the killed were Captains Stewart
and Bannagyne, Lieutenant Elliot and Enfign Hunter; of the
wounded, Major Calliaud, Captain Vaughan dangeroufly, a Lieu-
tenant and two Enfigns.  Even moft of thofe who were fafe were
fo furprized by this havock, that they ftood awhile before they
formed again to the attack ; during which, they luckily fuffered
very little from the mufketry within. By this time, a party of
* Sepoys, led by Mahomed Iffoof and Lieutenant Airy, had clambered
over the oppofite wall of the pagoda, and appeared in the rear of
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1759. thofe who were defen&ing the gateway; and, on their thout, the
‘E‘};ﬁ—’ troops at the gate rufhed in, and in a minute the whole garrifon
" was between two fires, at mercy, every man for himfelf begging
quarter ; which was given with more humanity than ufual on fuch
exafperation. After all was quiet, Murzafabeg furrendered himfelf,
out of one of the chapels into which he had retired, to fome of the
Sepoys ; but, as they were conduéing him ‘to Major Brereton, Ma-
homed Iffoof met them, knew the prifoner, and faying, ¢¢ Thefe are
“ the terms to be kept with a traitor,” with one ftroke of his
fcymetar, almoft fevered his head from his body. ‘The news of this
fuccefs was received at Madrafs the next day, on which likewife

arrived advices of no little importance from Colonel Forde.

1758. The Rajah  Anunderawze had fo little fenfe of the advantages
il ~which might have enfued by prefling on the French immediately
after their defeat at Peddipore, that he did not come up with his
troops to Rajahmundrum, where Colonel Forde with the Englifly
forces were waiting for him, until the 16th of December, which was
ten days after the battle, although the diftance is only 40’ miles.
Anunderawze had promifed to make the firft payment of his treaty,
as foon as he fhould be put in poffeffion of the fort of Rajahmundrum
and, 1n confidence of his word, Colonel Forde had lent him 20,000
rupees, before he marched with the Englith from Caffimcotah. This
fum, with a fupply to the factory at Vizagapatam, and the expences
of the field, had abforbed all the money which came from Bengal ;
and Colonel Forde had nothing but the Rajah’s promifes to anfwer
the pay of the troops for the month of December. However, fill
relying on them, he croffed the Godaveri on the 23d, fill hoping to
appear before Mafulipatam before the French had recovered the fHin
of their-late defeat : but the Rajah neither followed with his army,
nor fent any money ; and, asit would have been vain to have at-
tempted even the march without both, Colonel Forde, with much
vexation and refentment, recrofled the river with all the troops on
the 26th. The Rajah imagined they were. returning to punifth himy
and, in this frght, fled immediately to the hills which fkirt the
pravince
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provinee about twenty miles to the North of the city; and Colonel
Forde, for the convenience of a nearer communication with Vizaga-
patam, marched two days back, and e_h:c'amped at Pé'd'cﬁporé, which,
with a name very nearly the fame, is a fort ten miles to the weft
of that which has defignated his vitory. Mr. Andrews immediately
fent him 20,000 rupees from Vizagapatam, and on the 13¢th of Ja-
nuary came himfelf to the camp ; from whence he went mto the
hills, and reached the Rajah on the r5th, whofe fears of the Colonel,
and averfien to furnith any money, continued as ftrong as ever, in-
fomuch that he {eemed no longer folicitous about the fuccefs of the
expedition.  His conduét was the more perplexing, becaufe the news
that the French were befieging Madrafs had ftopped the Englith
credit in thefe provinces, which the Rajah’s name alone could im-
mediately reffore; and if his troops did not march, others muft be
hired, for which no money could be found. = The dilemma induced
Mr. Andrews to alter the treaty he had made fome time before, and to
agree, ¢ that whatfoever fums the Rajah might furnith thould be con-
< fidered as a loan 3 and that the revenues of all the countries which
¢ might be reduced on the other fide of the Godavery, excepting fuch
¢ as belonged to the French either by eftablifhment, or grant in
¢« propriety, fhould be equally divided between him and the Englith.”
With thefe conditions Mr. Andrews brought him back to the camp
on the 18th : and it was agreed to march on to Mafulipatam ; but
it took feven days more in bargains for exchange with the fhrofls
before he furnifhed only 6ooo rupees in ready honey, and bills at
ten days for 60,000 more. At length the armies moved from Ped-
dapore on the 28th, after fifty days had been loft, of which the firlt
twenty diligently employed would probably have accomplifhed all the
purpofes of the expedition, which now appeared of much more, diffi-
cult execution, as the enemy had gained full time to recollet them-
felves : nor had the delay the fmalleft plea of neceffity; for the Rajah
might with as little inconvenience have done at/firlt what he un-
willingly complied with at laft ; although the expedition had been
undertaken from a reliance on his promifes, warranted by the earneft-
nefs of his {ollicitations.
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© The Hardwicke and the two floops, which had been difpatched
from Vuagapatam on the 1a2th of December, anchored the next
day in the road of Yanam, which lies on the caftern mouth of the
Godaveri, where the agents of the French faétory, on news of the
defeat at Peddipore, had embarked their effe@s and themfelves in a
{now, which had not got out of the river when the Hardwicke ar-
rived; and they f{urrendered to her longboat without refiftance. Some
days after, the veflels failed down to Mafulipatam, and cruized be-
tween this place and Narfipore on the weftern arm of the Godaveri,,
until the gth of February, when they fixed their ftation in Mafu-
lipatam road, waiting for the arrival of the army ; but weighing oc-
cafionally to bring veflels to, that were pa’l’ﬁng in the offing, of
which they intercepted feveral laden with rice for Ponchcherry, and
the French army before Madrafs. .

The Englith army arrived on the 6th of February at Elore 3 ; but,,
to prevent another quarrel, Colonel Forde had been obliged to let
the Rajah march as he lifted, employing his troops to. the right and
left, in levying contributions,, on promife, however, of rejoining him
foon at Elore. This place, otherwife called Yalore, is fituated co
miles s. w. of Rajah_mundrum,, and nearly 40 N. of Mafulipatam..
It is the capital of a provinee, or phoufdarry, of no great extent, and!
one of the four obtained from Salabadjing by Mr. Buffy. It has
been very little known to the Englifh, and never frequented by them:
fince they withdrew their faCtory from Mafulipatam in the laft
century.. The towp is extenfive, and in the middle of it is a very
large fort, in which the French ufed to keep a garrifon moftly of
black troops ; but the Marquis de Conflans had taken them away
with him, as he was pafling on to Mafulipatam, where he had de~
termined to. make his ftand. The long delay of the Englith troops
in following' him feemed to: have inipired him with alittle refo-
Iution : for with fome of the troops which had joined him after thf:
defeat of Peddipore, and the garrifons of Elore and Rajahmundium,.
he formed a body of 200 Europeans, with four field-pieces, and
2000 Sepoys, which he called his army of obfervation; but they
did not venture: within lefs than thirty miles of. Elore,) and kept

moving
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moving to the Weft of Mafulipatam, collefting or extorting tributes,
Colonel Forde, whilft waiting for the Rajah and his troops, detached
Captain Knox, with the firft battalion of Sepoys, to reduce the
‘French faory at Narﬁpore,. where by this time the garrifon, by
the arrival of ftragglers from the late defeat, was augmented to 100
Europeans, and 3 or 400 Sepoys. Narfipore ftands 20 miles to the
s.E. of Elore. Letters were previoufly fent to the Indian Zemindar
of the diftrié, threatening the deftruttion of his country, if he
gave the French any affiftance, but offering him alliance if he
would join the Englifh army with his troops. The Zemindar met
Captain Knox on theroad, and accepted the terms with cheerful-
nels ; and the French troops at Narfipore having relied on his affift-
ance, marchcd_awziy as foon as they {faw his defection, leaving in
the fa&ory, befides common effects, fome cannon and marine ftores,
and in the river feveral boats and veffels ; but they funk what
ammunition they could not carry off. The Englith detachment
leaving a few men with the Zemindar’s officers to take care of what
was worth preferving, returned to Elore, where on the 18th

came in the Rajah with all his troops colletted 3. and the next day

the Zemindar of Narfipore with 1500 foot, armed in the fathion of
the country. But, although fo much time had already been loft,
the Rajah was not yet ready to proceed, and detained the army at
Elore until the 1ft of March.. :

Mr. Conflans, on his defeat at Peddipore, had written letters to
Salabadjing, earneftly requefting he would march with his army
from Hyderabad to Mafulipatam, when both their forces united could
not fail of deftroying the Englith troops, and punifhing thie powers
of the country which had revolted to their common enemy. The
diftance of Salabadjing with Mr. Buffy from the purfuit of Niza-
mally towardsidBampore had encouraged this prince to refume his
former ambitions; in which he was, at leaft fecretly, abetted:
by the adherents of Shanavaze Khan and Mahomed Hufifein, whofe

deaths, as well as his own flight to Brampore, had been the im--

‘mediate confequences of the affaffination of Hyderjung, the duan-

of Mr. Bufly : but this confederacy refrained from any con-
' {picuaus.
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fpicuous exertion, until they faw Mr. Bufly and the whole o T

French force quitting Hyderabad, and the fervice of Salabadiing, -
in obedience to the orders of Mr. Lally; when judging “little
likelihood of their return, they afed with more open deélaration ; -
and foon after, Nizamally was enabled, with the afbftance of
his friends, to increafe his force from 1500 to 15000 horfe, with
which he marched from Brampore in November, and was recéived
with homage into the city of Aurengabad; but the fortr@fs of
Dollabad flill held out for Salabadjing. The indolence of Salabad-
jing, wedded to habits, faw no means of cpercing his brother, but
by the accuftomed affiftance of a body of French troops, which his
own aid to Conflans in this time of neceflity was certainly the likelictt
means of procuring : but few of his officers were defirous of fee-
ing the re-eftablithment of a power, which had interfered {o much
wvith their own authority and advantages in the government : never-
thelefs, they imagined, that the prefent conteft for the ceded pro-
vinces between the French and Englith might give a chance of
recovering thefe countries to their former dependence on the fou-
bahthip ; and in this view moft of them advifed him to march to-
wards Mafulipatam. = His brother, Baflaulet Jung, concurred in the
{fame opinion, and marched with his forces from Adoni at the fame
time. that Salabadjing was advancing from Hyderabad: Both joined
near the Kriftna, and amounted to 15000 horfe and 20000 foot.
Neither their approach, nor the probability of their affifting the
French, deterred Colonel Forde from his purpofe of proceeding
'1g'1mf’c Mafulipatam. It was obyious, that the junéion of Salabad-
jing's army with the French would bring heavy vengcance upon
the Rajah, if the Englifh troops thould be obliged to retire be~
fore them : but even this confideration, becaufe the danger was
diftant, could not induce him to relinquifh the dmmediate  ad-
vantages of his delay, although nothing more than the colleions
of the day levied by his troops {pread abroad in all parts of the
country.

Five miles to the South of Elore you arrive at the bed"of a vaﬂ:
lake, which extends 47 miles in length, from weft to eaft acrofs

1 : the
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the fituation of the city, and 14 in breadth from north to fouth,
From ! the beginning of the rains in July, until the end of Sep-
tember, the whole is {pread over with water, excepting 60 or 70
fmall iflots, on which the inhabitants remain; but during the reft
of the year the whole is dry and paflable, and in many places
highly cultivated.” The army, and for the firft time any of the
Englith troops marched acrofs the lake, and on the 3d of March
encamped near a fmall fort, called Concale, in which the French
had left a ferjeant with 13 Europeans, and two companies of Se-
poys. Captain Maclean, with fix companies of Sepoys, were fent
to attack and even efcalade the fort : the garrifon had the day be-
fore received affurances from Du Rocher, the Commander of
the army of obfervation, that he would arrive to their affiftance
on the 28th; relying on which, they manned the walls, and
feemed refolute to defend themfelves. Much firing of mufketry
pafled with much lofs to the affailants, who neverthelefs twice
attempted to break through the wicket of the gate, for want of
better implements, with iron crows; but were each time beaten off';
on which Captain Macleane fent to the army for a reinforcement of
men and two guns; they arrived in the evening, and the guns were
inmediately applied, and beat open the gates. The detachment
rufhed in without mercy, and in the firft onfet killed all they met,
who were only Sepoys; for the Europeans hid themfelves until the
firing and flaughter ceafed. A few hours after, a native brought
intelligence, that a party of forty Europeans, with fome Sepoys,
from the army of obfervation, were arrived within a few miles;
on which Captain Macleane marched out to attack them. But
they, hearing the fort was taken, had retreated. A fmall gar-
rifon of Sepoys, with a few Europeans, was left to fecure the
fort from furprize, and the army:marched on towards Mafuli-
patam, in fight of which they arrived on the 6th of March; and
the fame day received adviees, that the French army under the
command of Mr. Lally. had been obliged to raife the fiege of
Madrafs. | /

The
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The fort and town of Mafulipatam are fitvated beyond the reach
of cannon-fhot afunder. The fort ftands a mile and a half from
the {ea-fhore, on the edge of a found formed partly by an inlet of
the fea, partly by drains from the circumjacent ground, and fiill
more by a continued ftream which the river Kriftna fends off about
15 miles to the s. w. and which falls into the upper part of the
found, very near the fort. The {ound has fometimes three fathom,

* -and at others only three feet water; and oppofite to the fort, is 500

yards in breadth. ‘The fouth fide of the fort extends about 6oo
along the found, and 8oo from thence to the north; and its area,
as well as form, would differ very little from a parallelogram of
thefe dimenfions, if the eaftern fide did not lic in a re-entering angle,
which, however, is a very obtufe one. ‘The ground along the fea
thore for two miles to the north and fouth of the inlet of the found,
1s a colle@tion of fand-hills, which extend about half a mile inland,
when they ceafe on the border of a morafs, which furrounds the fort
on every {ide, and continues to the weft and fouth for feveral miles; and,

to the N.w. and nerth, there is no hard ground at lefs than a mile

of the fort, excepting a few fmall fpots of fand in the morafs,
which are near it to the N. E. : but to the eaft, the {and-hills along
the {fea are within 8oco yards of the walls. The morafs in all
directions is interfefted with creeks and gullies, which fall into
the {ound. |

The Pettah, or town of Mafulipatam, is fituated a mile and a
half to the N. w. of the fort, on a plot of ground rifing abovtiz%t__'hc'
morafs ; acrofs which, the communication between this ‘oround
and the fort is by a ftraight caufeway 2000 yards in length. The
town is very extenfive, and its ground on the farther fide il to the
N. ws is bounded by another morafs, which ftretches along it from
the s. w. to the n.E. but is flopped by the fand-hills of the fea
thore, along which is the only accefs to the town on firm ground ;
for both morafles are miry even in the dricft feafon, and were
now, although no rain had fallen for 40 days.

Mr. Conflans, with all his troops, excepting the few guards in
the fort, were encamped 1n the Pettah for the convenience of water,

i) : of -
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of which there is none in the fort but what is preferved in cifterns.
His ideas of remaining here extended no farther than thisadvantage ;
although, by flinging up an entrenchment acrofs the dry ground
from one morafs to the other, he might have ftopped the Englifh
army, to which the force with him was equal, being 500 Euro-
peans and 2000 Sepoys, without the army of obfervation, which he
tad not recalled ; and, as foon as the Englith army appeared, he
retreated by the caufeway, intp the fort. The troops of Anunde-
rauze and of the Zemindar of Narfipore encamped in the pettah ;
the Englith on the {fand to the North Eaft.

The French, fince they took pofleflion of the fort in 1751, had
modernized the defences: the walls were. mud faced with bricks as
high as the parapet 3 and the three fides to the weft, north, and eaft,
contained 11 angular baftions of various fhapes and fizess before
which were a pallifaded berm, and a wet ditcb ; but no glacis. The
front to the fouth along the found, from reliance on that defence,
was left open. The baftion next the N. w. fronted the caufeway
leading to the pettah : in this baftion was the gateway, and 120 yards
of the caufeway was converted into a caponiere, which terminated
in a ftrong ravelin that fcoured along the length of the caufeway.

. No regular approaches could be made to the fort, but by an army
ten times {tronger than Colonel Forde’s; for hitherto black troops,
howf{oever numerous, were counted for nothing in the fervice of car-

rying on trenches. Colonel Forde therefore refolved to attack the

fort' from the fand-hills to the eaft, as the neareft thot; and by bat-
teries detached from each other, without the communication of
trenches, as little was to be feared from the fallies of the befieged.
The ground had j;'hc‘ advantage, although this circumftance would
not have determined the choice, of being neareft to the difembarka-
tion of the ftores and heavy artillery from the Hardwicke, which,
with the two {loops, were in the road.”

T'hree batteries were ereted ; one in a fithing village near the inward

oint of the fand to the s. wi where it is bordered by the inlet of
the fea to the South, and to the Weft by a large creek in the morafs
coming from the north. Fourhundred yards to the north of this bat-

Yoz, II Qgq . tery,

479

1759
Algios by

April,
Mareh.



480

T758s7.

April,

Mareh,

“tery, and nearer to the edge of the fame creek, was anoth

War or COROMANDEL, Book XI.
ther 2 ‘the
third battery was at an equal diftance 100 yards in the r;ﬁgﬂof both, -
The battery to the north, and that to the fouth, had ea@;ﬁ@g elcrh..; ._
teen and two twenty-four pounders; but in thc fouth wer
the bombarding artillery, which were three mortars, of ik
and eight 1nches, The battery in- 'fhe. cen:ter-had only tw twe 0
pounders.. o hr %
In the s. B. anglc of the fort, clo&: on'the found, was a baﬁ:mni’ﬂ
called the Francois, of 1o guns.. For fome diftance from hence wm
the north, the want of hard ground had obliged the rampart €o re- -
cede ina 1e—enter1ng angle, n the bottom of whmh veas awark i

The fouthern of thc‘ Enghfh batterxes ﬁred on the F rang,ms and
Dutch baftions ; the center on Saint John’s; and the northern on

the Cameleon. . As foon as their pofition was decided, ‘the garrxfon
mied a b'lttery on the left ﬂmre Gf the ml\et as you enter. from :

ﬁ om the fort by the whole breadth of thc found, and mxght be aft—* :
tacked in the might by the boats of the fhips, the garrifon kept.a
conftant guard m it of Europeans, befides Sepoys. . They likewife
ftationed a ftronger guard in the ravelin at.the end of the caporiere |
on the other fide of the fort. Befides the immediate. fupenomy Q.
artillery {tanding on their works, the gartifon had others in ﬁore,,
mounted ready to replace what might be rendered ufelefsin the courfe
of fervice ; whereas the Englifh army could only reftote the lofs "@f
thelrs by borrowing the common guns of the Hardwicke, which
nine-pounders, or the Rajah’s, which were good for nothm:g: g .-17:-_ i
The French army of obfervation, as foon the Bnghﬂi_‘{)ﬁﬁ'd on-
~wards.from Concale, croffed the country to Elore, ,wh‘érc'\fherc was
no garrifon to oppofe them ; and from hence went on to Rajahmun-
driumy whert thefick of the army, indll 2 5 Europeans, and 40 Sepoys,
2 _ had
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‘had been left under the command of Mr. Briftol, who a few days 1y £0.
before'had received alarge fum in gold and fil¥er, fent from Bengal to "E;V—I-J
Vizigapatam, and from hence to him, for the fervice of the army .M;z:-,;_
with Colonel Forde.  On the approach of the enemy, Briftol fent

- away the treafure to Cockanarah, a Dutch fettlement on the coaft;
and as foon as- the)f appeared on the river, ordered all fuch of his men
as were capable of the fatigue to goaway, and endeavour to gain Vi-
zagapatam ' The enemy marched two days onwards from Rajamuns

“ drum, giving out that they intended to take Vizianagarum, the ca-
,Eprral df"ﬁnundcrauze, as 'well as the Englith fort at Vizagapatam ;
‘but their views were only to extort money from the chiefs and ren-
-tcrs, by the feverities they exercifed in the country. However, find-
ing they could not colle€t as much as they {pent, they returned, and
direfted their march to'meet the army of Salabadjing. The daily
news of their motions terrified the Rajah with apprehenfions for his
countnes, and no Perfuaﬁens could‘induce him to advance cither his
credit or money : none remained in the military cheft:  Colonel

* Forde had borrowed all that the officers under his command had re-
alized from the fpoils of the campaign, and had even ufed the prize-
money of the troops, and the 111terpoﬁt10n of the French army of

& obfervanon precluded the hopes of receiving what had been {ent to
M. Briftol 3 and by this time, every foldier in' the army had per-
ceived the obftacles which muft be furmounted, to reduce the
fort ; which exafperated’ the fenfe of their diftrefles. In thefe
agitations, the whole line of Europeans turned out on the 19th,
with their arms, and threatened to march away. Colonel Forde,
with much difficulty, prevailed on them to return to their tents, and
to depute one or two to explain their complaints. = The deputies de-
clared, that all were refolved not to ferve the fiege, unlefs they were
mlmedlately paid the amount of the prize-money already due to them,
and were aflured of the whole booty, in cafe Mafulipatam fhould be
taken. A(‘coxdmg to the Company’s regulations, agthorized by the
Crown, the troops in India are only llltlﬂf,d to oiie half of what'is
taken in the forts they reduce; the other half is referved to‘the
Company. Colonel Forde promifed to pay them their prize-money,

Qqqz2 out



482

1750,
—l

April..

WAR OF COROMANDEL. Book X1,

out of the very firft he {hould receive; and, as he could not break
through the regulation, affured them he would folicit the Company,
by a reprefentation of their hardfhips and fervices, to give up their
fhare of what might be taken in Mafulipatam ; of which, he fhould
retain the amount, until their determination was known. ‘Thefe
promifes appeafed them ; and they returned to their duty with their
ufual ardour.” Neverthelefs the batteries were not compleated till the
25th, 18 daysafter the arrival of the army, during which the fort had
kept a conftant fire, which had only killed five men.

Salabadjing, as he approached, {fent forward letters and mef~
fengers, commanding Anunderauze and the Zemindars who had
joined the Englifh, to quit them, and repair immediately, as vaf-
fals to his ftandard. On the 27th, advices were received in the
camp, that his army was arrived at Bezoara on the Kriftna, 40 miles
from Mafulipatam ; and the fame day came reports, that the French
army of obfervation had retaken Rajahmundrum. |

The Rajah, who had for fome days been faultering, was now {o
terrified, that he marched away with all his forces the fame night,
without giving any warning, intending to regain his own country
on the other fide of the Godaveri; and, notwithftanding the dilato-
rinefs of his former motions, he on this oceafion advanced 16 miles:
before day-break. Colonel Forde fent meflengers after him, re-
prefenting the abfurdity of his conduét, in thinking to efcape the.
numerous cavalry of Salabadjing on the one hand, and the Freach:
arny of obfervation, who were towards Rajahmundrum, on the
other ; whereas, by remaining with the Englifh troops,. his retreat.
would be affured, and the redu&@ion of Mafulipatam, even' now not.
impracticable.. The plain good fenfe of this advice brought him back.
with his army to the Pettah. Colonel Forde, although with little
hopes, would not negleét the only means in his power of amufing-
Salabadjing from advancing ta the relief of Mafulipatam, and requeft-
ed his permiﬂ'm{n to- fend a deputy to treat,. profefling no . other in-.
tention than to take poffeffion. of the French garrifons and factories.

on the coaft, without afluming the authority they had held in the
inland.
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inland countries. Salabadjing confented to receive the deputy, and
Mr. Johnftone was fent to his camp on the 11t of April.

The three batteries continued a hot fire from the 25th of March
to the 4th of April. On the sth, the weather, which had hitherto
been gentle, changed to a hard gale of wind, with thunder, lig shtning,
and immenfe rain, which brought in the fouthern monfoon, with
the return of fair weather on the 6th. In the evening the artillery
officers reported, that there was no more than two day’s ammu-
nition left for the fervice of the batteries. Intelligence was likewife
received, that Salabadjing was advancing from Bezoara, and that the
French army of obfervation, which he had invited, were very near
his. It was now no longer poffible for the Englith army to retreat
the long way they had come, as the whole garrifon of Mafulipatam
and the army of obfervation would join the Subah’s in the purfuit.
However, the camp might embark ;. for the fhore at Mafulipatam
1s ftill, and the only part on the coaft of Coromandel, on which
the fea does not beat with a ftrong furf. But Colonel Forde
regarded this mode of retreat as intolerable difgrace, and refolved’
to ftorm the fort; judging, moreover, that the garrifon would
not {ufpeét the attempt at the very time when the excefs of the
zain had rendered: the approach over the morafs much lefs prati-
cable than before. He accordingly ordered the fire of the batteries
to be kept up with double vivacity through the next day, and all
the troops te be under arms at ten at night..

The ditch of the fort, at the ebb of the tide, which would hap-
pen at midnight, has only three feet water, and having no glacis,
nothing prevented the immediate accefs.. Notwithftanding the gar-
rifon. had conftantly repaired in the night the damages of the day,
the hot and continued firing of this-day had ruined the baftions {uf-
ficiently: to mount ;. and each of the three had been equally fired upon,
to confound the enemy’s guefs of the affault. As no outworks ob-
ftructed a full view of the body of the place, it was feen from the
batteries, that the two baftions upon the found on the extremities of

the fort to the s. w. and the s. E. were in barbette,. that is,” without

embrafures and merlons, but with a parapet low enough for cannon:
7 ta:
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to fire over, which is rarely four feet high. = From the s, w. baftion,
which was named St. Michael’s, to the next on the w. called the
Saline, the exterior ground was a miry fwamp of n:md in which
the ditch that furrounded the reft of the fort, could mt have been
continued, but: at great expence and labour, and was le,ft m this
ftate, becaufe fuppofed of more difficult paflage than the ditch itfelf,
Some days before a black fervant of Captain Yorke’s; who had lately
lived in Mafulipatamy, told him that he had fometimes feen  the

- natives empleyed in the fort: wade’ over the quagmire -between the

two baftions : and on this mtelhgence, Colonel Forde had permitted

“Captain Yorke and Knox to examine this' paﬁage; they took 100
-Sepoys, and placing them in different’ parties behind one another
- to fuppert their retreat, went on at J:md.mght pmperly clad to

the fkin, i order to refemble black ‘men naked, a.nd entered the
quagmire, which they pafied half over, and found it not above knee

. deep, ‘but the mud very tenacious ; they returned undxfcovereé' and
: their report -determined Colonel Forde to try an attack en this qm |
ter at the fame time as the main affault ; which at leaft would dift
~tradt the enemy’s attention. “In the fame intention the country

troops belonging to the Rajah were to march along the caufeway

~over the morafs, and on cach fide of it, and to tkirmifth agamﬁ the
-ravelin in front of the gateway.

The battalion ‘of Europeans, reinforced with 30 failors from. the
Hardwicke, all the artillery-men, and half the Sepoys, were :ﬂlgtted
for the real attack, which was to be made on the baftion called the

Camelion in the n. E. angle of the fort. Their whole number was ‘

346 Europeans, rank and file; the Sepoys amounted €0 14005 of
which the other half were ﬁllottud to the falfe attack under
the command of Captain Knox. Fach of the three attacks was |

as foon as the falfe attack commenced on ‘the weft fide, the
and ‘the Rajah’s were likewife to begin. As no countel—atwm
was’ apprehended, ' the guard of the eamp was left to Hom
the Rajab’s troops. The attack with Caprain Knox hfmpg ;
to go, marched off firft; the main 'ttmk was 1 theee divilions, of
which the Europeans formed two, and the proys the laft;
but
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but when they were to move, Captain Callender, who by his rank
was to lead the firft divifion of uropeans, was not to be found ;
and after much fearch and enquiry, the troops proceeded without
him, erofiing the mr'Ol-'_‘«lfS'_ﬁf_an.‘thS dry ground of {and dire&ly oppo-
fite to. the Cameleon, the baftion they were to affault. In the way
they were joined by the gunners crofling the morafs likewife from
the batteries, which for fear of {urprize they did not quit until the
laft moﬂie;nf.;ﬁtitbcfdré the troops arrived at the ditch, they heardthe
firing of -K}aﬁz;’_s.éttack_,_. which neverthelefs had only begun at the ap-
pointed time ; on which all marchedas faft as they could, as before
up to the knees in mire, and in erofling the ditch, up to the middle
in water and mud. Here they were difcovered juft before they got
to the palifade on the berm ; and whilft the firft divifion, commanded
by Captain Fifcher, were tearing it up, which took feyeral minutes,
the enemy gathered on the breach, and began likewife to fire cannon
and mu{kf,try from the ﬁﬁ};{x bﬂ{ﬁ@ns, t'_IW'-SEI'iI'lft J-Ohn’s on the left,
and that called the {inall-gate on the right. ‘The oppofition only en-
creafed the ardour of the affailants, and whillt the firft divifion of
Europeans with Fifcher were gaining the breach, the fecond, com-
manded by Captain Yorke, fire dup againft the Cameleon, and the
divifion of Sepoys led by Captain Macleane againft the fmall gate.
Several were killed before Fifcher’s divifion had mounted, and got
pofieflion of the baftion ; when, having waited until Yorkes came
up, they turned and advanced along the rampart, to get pofleffion of
the water-gate, the next baftion on the right. There was a handy
gun, with its ammunition on the St. Jean’s, which Captain Yorke,
on the fuggeftion of Captain Moran, who difcovered it, ordered the
gunners‘" f_o--tu'-r_n and fire along the rampart to the left, and 1 the
mean time prepared his divifion to follow the fame dire&ion, as foon
as a number of Sepoys {uufficient to maintain the baftion were come
" up the breach 3 but,_]u& as he was fetting off, he perceived a line
of Sepoys coming along in the way below, between the foot of the
rampart and the buildings on the ground : they were fent to rem-
force the Cameleon, from the arfepal near the found, where
Mt. Cotiflans continued waiting ‘:-the' event with the grenadier com-~
pany and other troops. Yorke immediately ran down, and i'e;iz.-
ing
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ing the French officer at the head of the Sepoys, bid him order them
to 1'1y down their arms and furrender, which they obe,yed with little
reluGance, and were fent up to the baftion, Yorke, having ob-
ferved that the way below was free from interruption, and much
broader than the rampart above, refolved to march along it, to get
pofleffion of the reft of the defences allotted to his attack ; his divi-
fion accordingly came down, excepting a few left with the prifo-
ners, and the artillery-men with the gun. The guard of the next
baftion, St. Jean’s, had fheltered themfelves within the angles, from
the infilade of the gun; they were 20 Europeans, and more Se-
poys, who, as foon as Yorke's divifions came under the baftion,
advanced to the edoe of the rampart, fired down upon them, which
killed feveral and wounded more, and then cried out, that they
would furrender. Captain Yorke generoufly fpared the return of their
fire : their arms were gathered, and they were conduéted by a party
to the Cameleon, where the Sepoys were in referve, who reinforced
the party, which was pofted to fecure the St. Jean’s. The di-
vifion then marched on, and when under the Dutch baftion, re-
ceived the fire of the guard, feattered indeed, but with equal iniquity
followed by the immediate offer of furrender, which was accepted
with the fame humanity as before, and the baftion and men fecured
by parties from the divifion, and the referve. Thefe i mterruptions
had allowed the divifion time to think and expeft more, and many
thewed much unwillingnefs to go on; for darknefs covers fhame ;
however, they yielded to the threats and exhortations of Capt'un
Yorke; but had not advanced many paces beyond the Dutch
baftion, before they paffed a fmall brick building clofe to the ram-
part, which curiofity led fome to examine. It was an expenfe ma-
gazine.of ammunition, and one unluckily cried out, a mine: this.
word ftruck the whole divifion with terror, and all inftantly ran
back to the Cameleon, (the officers accompanying to reclaim them)
and Captain Yorke, who marched at the head, was left alone, with
only two drummers, who were black boys, beating the grenadiers
march, which they continued, but in vain, for none re_]omed, on which
Captain Yorke went back, and found all his men in much confufion

: at
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at the baftion, fomc even propofing to go out of the breach and
quit the fort. . Severity was inftantly neceflary, and Capt*un Yorke,
-as, foon as on the baftion, ' threatened to put the firlt man to death
who, offered 1 to come near the breach; on which fome of the fol-
diers who had ferved with him in Adlercron’s regiment, and en-

lifted in- the Companys fervice, cried out that their commander .

was ill ufed, and offered to follow him wherefoever he pleafed :

their number unmedntcly encreafed to 36, with whom he marched
off, leavmg the reft_ to follow, as the officers could brmg them
on. The length of this interruption, joined to the preceding, had
given the French officer at the mext baftion, the Francois, which
‘ftands on the edge of the found, time to get down a gun loaded
~with grape-fhot and to point it up the way thc party was coming ;
it fired when they were within a few yards, and with great exe-
cution, hlhng feveral and Woundmg fixteen. Captain Yorke fell,
with a ball thmugh each of hlS thlghs, and each of the black
drummers was killed dead at his fide. This havock, however,
did not dtfcourage the reft from brmgmg oft the:r Captain,
wh(;m they carried to the Cameleon; and the guards, pofted
in the St. Jean and Dutch baftions, net difinayed, kept the1r ground,

waiting the event.'

Durmg thefe eEorts of the left divifion, the. right, commanded
by Captain Fifcher, was a_dvanmng from:the Cameleon to the ught,
but along the rampart. . The next, which is the fmall gate, was
not in complete repair; and the Sepoys with Macleane were at-
tempting to fcramble up it, which, with the approach of Fifcher’s
divifion, drove the guard away to the next baftion, called the
Church-yard, from which they fired continually, but without order,
as the (ﬁviﬁon-approached ; and when near, atked quarter which was
granted.

Colonel Forde cantmued w1th the referve on the baftion of St.
Jean, 1ffumg the neceflaty orders, according to the reports from both
divifions. ' ‘The prifoners as faft as taken were brought to him there,
-and he fent them, as they came, down the breach, into the ditch,
where they were guarded as well as the night permitted by 2 proper
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number of Sepoys, threatening at the point of bayonet to kill the
firft that moved; but very few of them ventured any difturbance.
The Rajah’s troops had for fome time begun their attack on the
ravelin on the caufeway, and, if nothing more, with all the din and
clamour they could make ; but the fire of the falfe attack with Cap-
tain Knox continually diminifhed ; as having begun earlier, they
had expended moft of their ammunition, although, finding the ene-
my prepared in this quarter, they only fired acrofs without ven-
turing to pafs the quagmire. However, this attack kept fome of the
garrifon from the more material fervice againft the real, and the Ra-
jah's prevented the guard at the ravelin from returning into the fort,
which they ought to have done, as being of little ufe without the
walls, whilft the body of the place was in inftant danger. But the
{eparation of the main attack into two divifions, confounded the
defence much more than the attacks without., My, Conflans, not
knowing what to do, kept at his houfe near the Sound, continually
receiving meflages magnifying the danger, and fending orders which
new reports continually induced him to contradiét. i

The parade of the fort was under the baftion of the gredt gate,
and as this is the ufual place of rendezvous on alarm, moft of the
troops and officers who remained willing to continue the defence,
whether driven from their pofts, or wanting immediate orders, re-
paired hither, and had joined the guard of the baftion above, before
Fifcher’s divifion was ready to advance from that of the church-yard,
Near 100 were aflembled, but their fire was ill direted, beginning
too early, before the divifion was fufficiently near, which pre-
ferved theirs, and only giving that of the firft platoon, rufhed on,
and foon cleared the baftion. Fifcher immediately fent down to fecure
the gate below, which fhut out the troops on the ravelin, and.prevcnt-
ed the efcape of any from within. Whil® the divifion was getting
into order to proceed again, appeared Captain Callender, no one knew
from whence, and taking the command, marched at their head to-
wards the next baftion, called the Pettah, from which came fcatter-
mg fhot, fcarcely more than one at a time, andthe; that dro
ped, fhot Callender dead; immediately after which the fire of the
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garrifon in all other parts of the fort ceafed, and foon after came a
meflage from Colonel Forde, ordering Fifcher’s divifion to ceafe like-
wife, as Mr. Conflans had furrendered. He had fent a meflage to
Colonel Forde, offering to capitulate on honourable terms; to which
Forde anfwered, that he would give none, but at difcretion, nor
even this, but would put every man to the fword, if the leaft re-
fiftance continued from any part of the garrifon, and all did not
immediately furrender themfelves prifoners.

On the return of the officer, Mr. Conflans fent orders round for

the troops to quit their arms, and repair to his quarters at the
arfenal, which is a {pacious enclofure. As foon as all was quiet, the
Englifh troops affembled on the parade, under the baftion of the
gateway ; and 100 Europeans, with two guns, and two companies
of Sepoys, were detached to remain on guard over the prifone_rs
until the morning ; when, whatfoever troops were at the ravelin,
and the battery at the inlet, and had not efcaped, came into the fort,
to become prifoners with the reft of the garrifon. The whole number
exceeded thefe to whom they had furrendered, being 500 Europeans,
- of 'whom 100 were either officers or inhabitants of better condition,
and 2537 either Coffrees, Topafles, or Sepoys. Of the affailants,
22 Buropeans were killed, amongft them the Captains Callender and
Mollitore, and 62 wounded. The Sepoys, who behaved with equal
gallantry as the Europeans, as well in the real, asat the falfe attacks,
had about go killed, and 150 wounded. The Rajah’s people Iike-
wife fuffered more than was expeéted from them ; but nothing in
propottion to the Englith troops. = The fort was furnithed with 120
pieces of cannon, and abundance of military ftores. The plunder
of other effe@s was likewife valuable ; and all that was not mer-
chandize was given back to the prifoners ; half the reft was divided
amongft the Englith army, and the other half referved for them
according to the promife they had received.

The improbability of the attempt was the principal caufe of its
fuccefs, for the garrifon from the beginning had regarded the fiege
with mockery, and, being in daily expeétion of the arrival of a body
of troops which were coming by fea from Pondicherry, had con-
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certed, that the army of obfervation, joined by this' reinforcement,
and a great detachment, if not”the whole of Salabadjing’s® army,
fhould then filrround and attack the En glith army, ‘WHi;’;,ﬁ‘.-"ihey s
prefented to themfelves s involved in impending and inevitable de-
ftruction ; and indecd, if thefe éfforts had'been made by Salabadjing’s
army, and the French troops abroad; without waiting for the ‘rein-

forcement; the Englifh army could not have kept their ground, fince

the Rajah, with all his troops, would certainly “have run away, and
the' enemy’s horfe, amongft’ whom were ‘many Morattoes, would
Have cut off all ‘provifions, ‘and harraffed’ every motion': nor could
they have made the embarkation, to efcape by fea, without abandon-
ing all the ftores and artillery. BN ROR] it as o i)

The miniftry of Salabadjing were' therefore not more {urprized,
than vexéd, at the lofs of the place, becaufe, confcious that it mighe
have been prevented by the adtivity they had neglefted to exeit.
“They held councils with the French commander of the army of ob~
{ervation, and determined ftill to wait for the reinforcement; when
they expe@ed at leaft to reduce the Englith' to compound for their
retreat by the furrender of Mafulipatam.  The Rajah Anunderauze,
divining what might happen, propofed to return to his own country,
as 'foon as the place was taken ; and Colonel Forde, from utter
contempt of his charafter, made no objetions to his departure 3'ike
marched away with all the Indian forces on the'12th, to regain the
Godaveri ; and, by hafty miarches, was, in two days, out of the
reach of purfuit. ' _ '

Early in the morning of the 15th appeared two thips, ftanding
into the road, under French colours. The commander of the
Hardwicke, Samfon, was afhore embarking prifoners, of whom
he had already received 40 on board : but his brother, who was the
chief mate, immediately weighed, and got to windward of the
ftrange thips ; on which, the largeft anchored in the road, as did the
Hardwicke at a diftance ; but the other ftill plying wup, the Hard-
wicke weighed again, as did the largeft thip, and the wind having
changed, both of the enemy’s bore down, with a fair fail : in the
mean time, Captain Samfon, with eight gunners lent from the army,

' got
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vot on board, and determining not to run, before he had tried the
fhrength of the fhips, waited to exchange a broadfide, which difcover-
ing them to be ftouter than his own, he again hauled the wind, and
working more dexteroufly got again out of-their reach, but con-
tinued in the ofﬁn_‘g. The two French fhips anchored again in the
road, and in the night {ent a catamaran, which they had brought
with them, on fhore, with letters to Mr. Conflans, fignifying, that
they were the Harlem and Briftol from Pondicherry, with 300
troops Europeans and Topafles, befides the crews : they were the aid
of which advices had been received before. No anfwer being res
turned, they fufpected the lofs of the place, and early the next morn-
ing ftood out again after the ‘Hardwicke, which bore away for
Bengal, and before noon all three were out of fight.

The army of Salabadjing was at this time within 15 miles of
Mafulipatam ; and imagining, that the French fhips would return
to land the troops, fent forward all the Morattoes towards the thore.
Colonel Forde, notwithitanding the great number of prifoners which
~were to be guarded, divided his force, and, leaving half in the fort to

take care of them, encamped with the other on the ground ‘he had
occupied before. This countenance kept the Morattoes out of can-
non-fhot, but they burnt and flew all around for feveral days; when
Salabadjing, fecing no probability of retaking Mafulipatam, ' began
to treat in carneft ; and Colonel Forde went to his camp, and was re-
ceived with much attention.

But another motive of equal weight concurred to induce this
change in Salabadjing’s difpofition towards the Englhth. Some ac-
count of the affaffination of Mr. Bufly’s Duan, and of Nizamally’s
flight to Brampour, had reached Bengal before the departure of the
prefent expedition 3 and Clive, judging that the atrocity of the in-
jury which Nizamally had committed would carry his deteftation
of the French nation beyond the reach or with of reconciliation,,
wrote letters to him, requefting his affiftance to the army with

Colonel Forde in exterminating the French out of the provinces they

had difmembered from the fovereignty of the Decan. Colonel Forde:

difpatched thefe letters, with his own to the fame purport, and Ni-
i zamally
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zamally had received them: whether they contributed to influence his
immediate operations we are uncertain ; but as foon as he was certi-
ficd that Salabadjing was marching againft the Englifh army to
Mafulipatam, he took the field with his own from A_mer’-lg_ab.ad,
advancing towards Hyderabad, and giving out, that he intended to
reform the adminiftration.  The news of his intentions, which pre-
ceded the advices of his march, alarmed  Salabadjing for the prefer-
vation of Hyderabad itfelf, and made him not only anxious to return
thither as foon as poffible, but defirous of being accompanied by a
body of Englith troops ; fearing, that if heentertained the French
army of obfervation, all reconciliation with his brother Nizamally
would be precluded. Neverthelefs the influence which the com-
mander of thefe troops had gained over his brother Baffalutjung,
awho managed the moft important affairs of the government, de-
layed the execution of his treaty with Colonel Forde until the rath

of May, on which day it was figned, and delivered.
The treaty .confifted of four articles. By the firft ; The whole
territory -dependant on Mafulipatam, with eight diftri@s, as well
as the jurifdiction over the territory of Nizamapatam, with the
diftri&s of Codaver and Wacalmannar, were granted to the Englith
without the referve of fine or military fervice. By the fecond article,
Salabadjing promifed to oblige the French troops, meaning the arrlr\fy
of obfervation, to pafs the Kriftna in 15 days; nor, in future, to
permit the nation to have any fettlement in the country of the Decan,
which this treaty defines to be bounded on the foutl; by the Kriftna;
nor to entertain any French troops in his fervice, nor to give them
affiftance, or ever call them again to his own. By the third, he
promifed not to «call Anunderauze to account for whatfoever he had
collected out of the governments belonging to the French, nor for
the tributes of his own countries for the prefent ycar 3 but helwas
hereafter to pay the fame for them as had been paid by Vizeram-
rauze, and the father of Vizeramrauze. If Anunderauze failed in
this ftipulation, Salabadjing was left free to treat him ashe pleafed :
but anall; cafes was neither to affift, or give protection to the
enemues of the Englith ; and by the 4th article, the Englith engage
neither to affift, or give protetion to his. ‘Thhe territory ceded to
: the
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the company extended 8o miles along the fea, and 20 inland, and
the revenues amounted to 400,000 rupees a year,

As foon as the treaty was figned, Salabadjing offered Colonel
Forde a diftri& near Mafulipatam, as a jaghire or penfion for him-
{elf, if he would accompany him with part of the Englifh troops
againft his brother Nizamally. Colonel Forde, with as much
earneftnefs, requefted his affiftance to take or deftroy the French army
of obfervation, who were encamped in the neighbourhood, avowedly
under the proteftion of Baffaulet Jung. Neither fide had the leaft
inclination to gratify the other, and Salabadjing on the 18th
marched away in much difguft with the Englith, to whom he had
confirmed, without any reciprocal benefit, the moft advantageous

acquifition of its extent, they could with to gain, with the view of

maintaining, on the whole coaft of Coromandel from Ganjam to
Cape Comorin. The body of French troops crofled the Kriftna,
but marched to the weftward, in confequence of affurances from
Baffaulet Jung to take them into his {ervice,, when he fhould return
from Hyderabad to his own government of Adoni.. The Prefi-
dency of Madrafs confidered Mafulipatam as dependant on their au-
thority, and appointed Mr. Andrews, with a council, to manage
the revenue and trade : and Colonel Forde remained there with the
troops, in expedtation of orders for his future proceedings from the

Prefidency of Bengal.

M. Lally, with the French army, was in full march after the
Englith, when he received the news at Trivatore that they had taken
Conjeveram, on which he halted ; but fent forward the partizan Lam-
bert, with the body of troops he commanded apart from the army,
who pofted themfelves feven miles from the Englith, in the road to
Arcot, in order to prevent the incurfions of their cavalry into.thofe
diftricts ; but the Englifh army had no intention to ravage a country
they intended to recover. Lambert’s party confifted of 300 either
Topafles or Europeans, unfit for the regular battalions, about 700
Sepoys, and 200 horfe. They had been detached whilft the two
armies fome time before were facing one another at Conjeveram, to
retaliate on Kiftnarow, the Killidar of ‘Thiagar, the ravages he
had
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' had committed in the adjacencies of Pondicherrys, and to retake the

forts which he and Mahomed Ifioof had reduced whilft the French
drmy were prepating on the other fide " of the Palarto attack
Madrafs.  In ‘the middle of March, he fet down before Elavana-
fore, which Kiftnarow, leaving his rock of Thiagar, refolved to
defend in perfon; continual fkirmifhes paffed between them for
ten days, when Lambert, feeing no  probability of - taking the

" place ‘with battering cannon, of which lie had nine, marched

away, and fet down before T'rivatore; where likewife were' fome
Sepoys left by Mahomed Iffoof, and fome of Kiftnarow’s, who svere
very near {urrendering, when Lambert, with his svhole detach-
ment, was recalled to the main army ; which on the 1gth advanced
to Covrepauk, where they took up: their quarters, ftill keeping
Lambeit’s party between them and the Englifh, which continued
at Conjeverani, and threw up redoubts in their front, and on their
flanks.

Soon after the detachment of Gopaulrow’s Morattoes had taken
pofleffion of Tripetti, ' he received orders from Balagerow at Peni,
to return and join him there without delay; left he fhould be
ftopped by the floods of the Kriftna, which fwells in May. ‘Heac-
cordingly recalled all his parties, excepting a fmall detachment
left to guard Tripetti, under the command of an officer named
Narrain Sauftry, and the main body marched away from the pafles
of Damalcherri, in the beginning of April. At the fame time,
Abdulwahab, the Nabob’s brother, was permitted to return, with
his troops, to Chandergerry ; from whence he fent them againft
Tripetty, of which they got pofleflion after a flight refiftance :
he then requefted the Prefidency to grant him the farm of the 'pa_L
goda ; but as his rank exempted him from controul, the Prefi-
dency let it to the fame renters as were holding it when taken by
the French, by whom they had likewife been continuved in the
management. Bl 4

Three companies of Sepoys fent from Tritchinopoly joined Kiftna-
row foon after Lambert’s party was recalled from thefouth,with whom
and his own troops Kiftnarow immediately took the field again, and

: ravaged
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ravaged as far as Trivadi, within 14 miles of Poudicherry, and
from thence to Cuddalore, where, fince the reduftion of Fort St.
David, the French kepta garrifon. Some bad troops were fent
from both, and the adjacent diftrilts, to eppofe him, and having
amongft them zo Europeans, and he none, excepting the ferjeants
of the Sepoys, the enemy attacked him with confidence, and were
decifively beaten. Ten of their Europeans, and a great number of
their country troops, were killed. OFf the Englith Sepoys 30, and
nine of Kiftnarow’s people; but the enemy left Lehind them
three pieces of cannon, a tumbril, and 30 barrels of ammunition,
which he carried away in triumph to Thiagar ; and from thence
fent back the Englith Sepoys to Tritchinopoly. This futcefs was
gained in the beginning of May. .

A few days after the reduttion of Conjeveram, mtelhgencc was
received, that the garrifon of Sepoys at Palamcotah, in the country
of Tinivelly, had ventured to ftand an engagement in the field
againft Maphuze Khan and the Pulitaver, joined by moft of the other
Polygars, and, although the enemy quitted the field, {o many of
the Sepoys were killed and wounded, that the g’lmfou could no
longer appear out of the fort. It had before been refolved to fend
Mahomed Iffoof into the fouthern countries, as{oon as the army in
the field could be diminithed without rifque ; of which, the caution
of the French army at Covrepauk to avoid even the chance of {kir-
mifthes, and the departure of the Morattoes with Gopaulrow, who
might have joined them, no longer left any apprehenfions., The
troops of Tanjore and Tondiman were  therefore ordered to return,
with Mahomed Ifloof s detachment, and the whole body were to pafs
by Vicravandi and Trivadi, in order to aflilt Kiftnarow in ravaging
the French diftriés in the way. They fet out together on the 26th
of April: the detachment with Mahomed Ifloof was fix companies
of Sepoys, 6o of the horfe; and fix of the -European gunners he
brought with him, ‘and two field-pieces : the Tanjorines were 300
horfe, and Tondiman’s troops 250, with 1100 colleries. After the
firft day’s march, the troops of Tanjore and Tondiman . declared
they would not expofe themfelves to the rifque of pafling through
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the enemy’s diftriéks, nor of crofling the Coleroon near them. Ma-
homed Iffoof, impatient to arrive at his deftination, yielded to, if
he did not fuggeft, their repugnance, and confented to g0 the way
they chofe. Accordingly, they all quitted the ftreight road to the
fouth, and ftriking to the weft, pafied by Arnce, and entered the
mountains about nine miles fouth of Velore: then continuing
along the Valley of Vaniambady, they came out at another pafs
near Tricalore, and burning feven or eight villages under that fort
which were held by the French renters, they arrived at Thiagar
on the 8th of May, where Kiftnarow was returned from his ex-
curfion to Trivadi. ‘The Tanjorines and Tondimans, thinking the
reft of the country from Thiagar fafe, proceeded home more like
travellers than troops: but Mahomed Iffoof’s detachment marched
on in regular order to Tritchinopoly, where they arrived on the
14th ; and, on the 16th, having takcn leave of the Nabob, he conp-
tinued his march to Madura.

Nothing could teftify more confidence than the difmiffion of
fuch a number of troops in the face of the enemy, Their diftrefles
for every kind of fupply, and for want even of their pay, after they
arrived at C_Tovrepauk, deterred Mr. Lally from trufting their good-
will in aéon, until he could fatisty their complaints. For this
pmpofe, he went to Arcot, and, having detected various frauds in
the management of the Amuldar or renter, who farmed the diftriéts,
fined him 40,000 rupees ; and he recetved 10,000 from Mortizally
of Velore, with the promifc of fome provifions, to refrain from
molefting his domain. But before he had procured thefe aids, he
received news, that the Englifh fquadron, confifting of nine fail of
the line, and three frigates, had arrived on the 28th of April at
Negapatam, from Bombay. Theirappearance, whillt the French
army was at fuch a diftance, alarmed the garrifon at Karical, and
even Pondicherry itfelf; but not Mr. Lally, who, on the contrary,
thought 1t requifite to fhew better countenance, and, having fatis-
fied immediate wants with the money he had obtained, marched
on the 6th of May with the whole army from Covrepauk, and en-

camped
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camped the next day at Balchitty’s Choultry, feven miles to the
welt of Conjeveram. The fituation they chofe was ftrong, and
the country being quite level, the advanced guards of the two
armies were in fight of each other.

An exchange of prifoners had been fome time before agreed on,
and 100 of thofe taken at Fort. St. David arrived at Chinglapett
from Pondicherry on the 6th, which enabled the prefidency of Ma-
drafs to reinforce their army with that number, although of other
Europeans ; but the French could not immediately receive an equal
advantage, becaufe their prifoners were releafed from Tritchinopoly,
and had to march from thence to Pondicherry. Colonel Brereton fell
at this time dangeroufly ill, and with much regret was obliged to be
carried 1nto Madrafs, when the command devolved to Colonel Mon-
fon, the next officer in the king’s regiment, who immediately made
preparations, and on three {fucceflive days, from the 12th to the

15th, drew the army out of the lines, offering the enemy battle in
the plain; but the ground of their encampment was too ftrong to
be attacked by an equal force. By this time, the refources of money
and provifions which Mr, Lally had Jately procured were nearly ex-
haufted, and the foldiery renewed their complaints, which moft of
the officers, from perfonal hatred to himfelf, were little folicitous
to reprefs. Knowing their difcontent, he would not venture the
battle he otherwife withed, (for he was always brave and impetuous,
and had 2000 Europeans in the field,) before he bad tried how far
their prejudices might influence their duty: and made feveral mo-
tions, tending to no great confequence, which convinced him, that,
in their prefent mood, they would not fight with ardour under his
command. The Englifh army, ignorant of the motives, were much
furprized to {ee the whole .of the Fremch quitting their encamp-
ment on the 15th, and in March towards Trivatore. ¥rom hence
they were difpofed into different cantonments. Parties were fent to
Arcot, Coyrepauk, and Carangoly, 200 Europeans to Chittapet, 400
with the field artillery to Vandiwafth; 1200, with roo European

horfe, marched to Pondicherry, whither Mr. Lally likewife went,
Sz . refolved
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refoved not to mect the Englifh again in force, until the arrival of
the French fquadron, which was daily expected with reinforcements.
On the 28th, the Englith army was difttibuted into cantonments
at Chinglapett, Conjeveram, T'ri-Permadore, and Muflewack, which,,
with the forts of Pondamalée and Tripaflore,” formed a barrier from
the river Paliar to Pulicate. The French had fome time before
withdrawn their troops from Sadrafs, and reftored the fort and town
to the Dutch. '

Thus ended this campaign, after it had lafted 100 days, during
which of 8 or ro,000 men in arms, not five were killed. But the
principal objet of both fides was to prote their refpetive territory,
and not to rifque an engagement without pofitive advantage, which
neither gave. ' -

Mr. Lally carried with him to Pondichery more refentment than
ever againft the governor, the council, and all who were emrployed
i the civil adminiftration of the company’s affairs ; imputing to
their malverfations all the obftacles and: impediments which ob-
ftru&ted the fuccefs of his arms. The council, he alledged, received
prefents from the renters of all the diftricts, who, emboldened by
the knowledge of their peculations'_,_ continually evaded the regular
payments, or mnfifted on remiffions in the terms of their leafes: and
whilft the public treafury was thus difappointed or defrauded of ite
incomes, its iffues he infifted were {quandered with equal prodiga-
lity, becaufe the council and their dependants held fhares in all the
fupplies for the public fervice, whether in the camp or city.  Some- |
thing of thefe accufations might be true; but Mr. De Leyrit, the.
governor, was a man of diftinguifhed moderation and equity ; and
other members of the council were likewife men of worth, fuperior
to fuch pracices; but all who were not, fheltered their own cha-
raters under the public difbelief of the calumnies againft thofe who
were guiltlefs of the delinquencies imputed to them : and all know-
g Mr. Lally’s averfion to Mr. Bufly, who had remained il at
Pondicherry fince the fiege of Madrafs, paid particular court to his
perfon and character, and continually expreffed their regrets at the

indifcretion of the miniftry in France appointing Mr. Lally to the

7z {u preme
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{fupreme command in India, when they had it in their power to
have employed an officer of fuch approved and fuccelsful fervices as
Mzt. Bufly.
As foon as the main body of the French army arrived at Pondi-
cherry, 6o Europeans were fent to Karical ; againft which place,
from its diftance and fituation on the fea-fhore, although a regular
fortification, Mr. Lally always apprehended a defcent from the Eng-
lith fquadron. Another party was prepared to attack Kiftnarow,
whofe ravages had greatly impaired the revenues expeéted from the
adjacent diftricts ; but did not take the field until the 24th, which
: g:ive time to Captain jbfe_Ph Smith, at Tritchinopoly, to fend three
companies of Sepoys, under the command of Hunterman, the fer-
jeant-major of the garrifon, who arrived at Thiagar before the
French ‘party ; which thereupon returned to Trivadi : where they
remained waiting for detachments until they were ftrengthened to
200 Europeans, 1500 Sepoys, 40 huffars, 500 black horfe, and
eight guns, and were likewife joined by the matchlocks and peons
of the French diftricts : when, by forced marches they fuddenly in-
vefted Elavanafore on the sth of July; and took it by affault on the
r1th. Kiftnarow himfelf was in Thiagar ; his gallantry, and the
importance. of the place, which protected all the diftrié&s fouthward
towards Tritchinopoly, determined Captain Smith to make an effort
for their prefervation, which the ftrength of his garrifon could
ill afford. Forty Europeans, with three guns, and fix companies
of Sepoys, marched under the command of Lieutenant Raillard, a
Swifs, and before they reached Volcondah were joined by r1ooo
hotfe, which the Nabob had levied fince his arrival at Tritchinopoly,
intending to employ them in the Madura and Tinivelly countries,
which he expetted would have been left to his management. Kift-
narow, on hearing of the march of Raillard’s detachment, came out
of Thiagar with all his horfe, and fome Sepoys, in the night of
the 12th, and the next day joined him at Volcondah. Serjeant
Hunterman, with the reft of the three companies of Sepoys he had
brought, and what foot Kiftnarow ufually kept in Thiagar, re-

mained to defend it, until his return with: the reinforcement. At
break
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break of day on the 14th, the whole body of the French troops,
now commanded by the Vifcount Fumel, who had made a forced
march in the night from Elavanafore, appeared before the pettah at
the bottom of the rock, and invefting it on every fide on the plain,
brought two guns againft the two oppofite gates on the north and
fouth, and difpofed two parties to efcalade in other places. The
fight was every where fharp; both the efcalades and the attack on
the north gate were repulfed 5 but after two hours, the enemy forced
the other, and brought their guns into the town, and Hunterman,
fill unwilling to give up, had nearly been cut off in his retreat to

the gateway of the paffage leading up to the fort above, which he

however gained, having loft one third of his Sepoyss but the enemy
more, having 200 of theirs, and thirty Europeans, killed and wound-
ed. They had fcarcely difpofed their guards, when their foouts
brought word, that the troops with Ralliard and K.Lf’marow were
approaching, and were within a few miles; on which, Fumel, with
the impetuofity of his nation on {uccefs, marched out with moft of
the troops, but without the field-pieces ; and met the Englith, who
were advancing faft on the plain within two miles from the fort.
Ralliard, thinking the advantage of his two field-pieces greater than
it really was, halted his line to cannonade, which the enemy ftood;
and, inftead of coming on as Ralliard expefted, waited till their
own, which were five, came up, when they fired amongft the Na-
bob’s cavalry, and knocked down feveral; on which the whole of
this daftardly body went off, and left the infantry unflanked. Ral-
liard and Kiftnarow were in this inftant riding towards the cavalrv,
to lead them up to the enemy’s; and, hurried by vexation, followed
in hopes of rallying them, and left the infantry without command;
againft whom the enemy, feeing the horfe going off, advanced to
the puth of bayonet. There was, not far in the rear of the Englifh
line, a village, in which the oxen with the ammunition and the ftores
were waiting; and the gunners, thinking it a {afe ftation to fecure
the field-pieces, turned, and began to draw them off’ as faft as they
could, thinking they thould be covered by the reft of the ifantry ;
who, confufed by thefe various appearances of terror in others, took
g pani¢

'
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panic themfelves, and broke, before the enemy’s Europeans were at
their breafts ; and all inftantly fell under the fabres of their black
cavalry : meanwhile the exhortations of Ralliard and Kiftnarow were
vain to retain the Nabob’s, who went off on the full gallop in the
road to T'r 1tchmopoly All the Europeans were killed, or made pri-
foners : all the Sepoys threw down their arms, and fuffered more,
as the enemy did not think them worth taking, and only 200 of them
got back to Tritchinopoly. Kiftnarow, {ecing all loft, followed the
Nabob’s cavalry ; Ralliard rode back to the enemy, difcharged his
piftols at the firft he met, and then galloped out of their reach. He
was afterwards found dead five miles from the field of aéion: his
head and breaft bruifed with violent ftrokes of his piftol, under which
he is fuppofed, as he had neither cartridges nor fword, to have ex-
pired, and to have mflidted this fevere, but needlefs execution on
himfelf, to avoid the digrace of his defeat. The enemy returned to
Thiagar, and fummoned Kiftnarow’s officer in the upper fort to fur-
render, who, encouraged by Serjeant Hunterman, refufed; which
obliged them to fend to Chittapet and Vandiwath, for three mortars,
and more Europeans. They fired and bombarded the rock until the
25th ;5 when Hunterman, having nearly expended all the ammuni-
tion, .capitulated to 6oo Europeans, and obtained honourable terms

for the whole garrifon, Kiftnarow’s people as well as the Englith

Sepoys 5 all being permitted to march away with their arms, their
perfons without fearch, their baggage on oxen, and under an efcort
of French troops to the diftance they chofe: the artillery only ex-
cepted. The gallantry of Hunterman was rewarded with an en~
fign’s commiffion.

Nothing of confequence had paflfed between the two: armies fince
they went into cantonments, except reciprocal excurfions of fmall
parties to drive off cattle, of which the Englith colle¢ed 5 or 6o0o..
The French garrifon in the fort of Arcot confifted of 6o Europeans.
and fix companies of Sepoys; and being as ill paid as the reft of the
troops, the Sepoys made overtures to Colonel Monfon, profering,
to deliver up the fort for a reward inumoney.. At the fame time, the

Kellidar of Covrepauk, in which were only ten Europeans, and he
of
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of Timery, who had none, offered likewife to fell their forts. Ti-
mery, from its diftance, was not deemed worth the purchaie ; but
the reputation of Arcot, and the communication with it by Covre-
pauk, induced the prefidency to accept the terms of thefe forts, al-

'-though coftly. But the Sepoys at Arcot, when the day of execu-

tion approached, confefled that they could not {fucceed; and a few -
days after 200 Europeans were fent iuto the fort from Vandiwafh,
but not, as it feemed, from any fufpicion of the plot. However,
their march ftopped the bargain with Covrepauk.

Narrain Sauftry, the Morattoe officer, whom Abdulwahad had
driven from Tripetty, took up his refidence in Carcambaddy, a

‘town in the hills, 15 miles diftant, belonging toa petty Polygar, fub-
je& to a greater called the Matlaver, with whofe afliftance he raifed

forces, moftly fuch as were to be found in thofe wilds ; and in the
night of the zoth of June, by a bye-path in the mountain of T-
petty, got pofleffion of the temple on the fummit. The troops .

-maintained by the renter, and two companies of Sepoys with Enfign

Wilcox, were in the town below, which commands the ufual path

.of the pilgrims to the pagoda. Narrain Sauftry therefore waited for
another force, which the Matlaver was to fend ; when one from the

rock, and the other from the plain, were to furprize the town.
They accordingly made the attack on the gth of July at four in the

-morning ; and, after fkirmifhing an hour, were beaten off, with the

lofs of zo men killed and wounded; but the Morattoes ftill kept
poflefion of the pagoda. A few days afer, the town was rein-
forced by the prefidency of Madrafs, with three companies of Sepoys,
15 Europeans, and a {fmall gun. None but Indians, and they of
the Better cafts, are permitted to afcend the hill on which the pagoda
ftands ; for the Bramins pretend, that if the fummit fhould be
trodden by forbidden feet, all the virtue of the pagoda in the re-

miflion of fins would be loﬁ until reftored by an immentfe purification.
‘Not appured of this creed, the Sepoys fent by the prefidency were

as ufual a mixture of Mahomedans and various cafts of Indians, fo
that out of the fix hundred, only 8o were worthy to mount to the

affault: and the Europeans were utterly excluded. The renter

neverthelefs
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neverthelefs, with the 80 Sepoys, and his peons and matchlocks,
in all not exceeding 500 men, ventured to attack the enemy in pof=
- feffion of the pagoda, and was repulfed with lofs; but the blood thed
mn the attack did not unfan&fy the pagoda.

In the latter part of June, three of the ufual fhips zurwed from
England, with 200 recruits, fent’ by the Company ; and brought
intelligence, that the 84th regiment of 1000 men, in the king"s
fervice, were coming in other fhips, under the command of Lieu-
tenant-colonel Coote, the fame officer whom we have feen {fervin
in Bengal with the rank of ma_]or ; he was appointed to the com-
mand of the Company’s troops in Bengal ; but with permiffion to
ftop and {erve with his regiment, if more neceffary, on the coaft of
Coromandel. The fatisfaction arifing from - this intelligence was in
fome meafure impaired by a refolution of the Court of Direors ;
who, dazzled by the wealth acqmred in Bengal from the revolution of
Plaﬁ'y, and by reprefentations of its fufficiency to fupply their other
prefidencies, had determined to fend no. more treafure to any of them
until the year 1760 ; but for every reafon this intelligence was kept
within the council.

At this time likewife, 200" Englith prifoners were received from
Pondicherry, in exchange for the fame number of French releafed

at, Tritchinopoly ; but more than one half of the Englith were fea-
men, taken in the frigates ftranded at St. David’s, and other veffels
whd’were immediately fent away to the fquadron, which was cruiz-
ing to the fouthward. - However, thefe additions to the army enabled
the Preﬁdency/ to extend their attention to ObJC&S they had been
obliged to negled, in ©rder to make head in the adjacencies of
Madrafs : and’go Enropeans, of whom 20 were invalids, and the
others not the beft men, were fent to Tritchinopoly, proceeding by
fea to Neg tam, nd from ‘thence through the country of
Tanjore. [ §d Pt _

Three cp npanies#fPepoys had been fent to bring away as many
of the jmdl pr" oners as they could guard from Mafulipatam.

As the {¢j was adverfe, they marched by land, and were joined on
the roadpy 100 horfe of Nazeabulla’s, from Nelore, They arrived at
Vor. II. Tore Mafulipatam
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Mafulipatam on the rft of June, and on the 15th began their march.
back with zoo of the prifoners; but on the 3d day were recalled by
Colonel Forde, in confequence of intelligence which threatened
their farther progrefs with danger. & :
'The Subah Salabadjing, on his return from Mafulipatam, halted
within four days of Hyderabad, and commenced a negotiation with:
his brother Nizamally. An interview enfued, which was followed.
by a reconciliation, and concluded by the reftoration of Nizamally:
to the fame. extenfive powers in the government of the Decan,,
which had excited the apprehenfions of Mr. Bufly, and.the mortal
hatred of both' to each other, in the beginning of the preced-
ing year. ‘This revolution in the adminiftration; deprived Baf-
faulet Jung, the other brother, of all his power ; which had been con-.
fiderable as Duan, and little controled by the indolence of Sala-
badjing: He therefore marched away in feeming dguft with his.
brothers ; but with moftagainft the ableft ; and took with him the: -
troops which had formed Conflans’ army of obfervation. They were.
200 Europeans, and the 2000 Sepoys under the eommand of Zul--
facar Jung : his own were 1500 good horfe, and sooo foot of va-
rious. farts, with a train of heavy attillery.. They recrofled the
Kriftna, {ummoning acknowledgements, and plundering the coun-
try ; and when Bonjour’s detachment, fet out from Mafulipatam,.
were arrived at Condavire, within 5o milés of the road of his march..
From hence, Baffaulut Jung, and his principal officers, fent forward.
threatening letters to Nazeabulla. at Nelore, and the three ' greater
Polygars, as well as all the lefler ones along the Pennar, ordering;
them to account for their {hares of the tribute with the arrears, due

‘to the throne through the officiality of the Subah of the Decan,,

by whom Baffaulet Jung pretended he was commiffioned to call them
to account ; and, as a. more effetual terror, gave out,, that he fhould
pafs through their countries, in order to join the French at Areot.
The ftile of his letters, and ftill more his .;:i“pproach, had deterred
Nazeabulla, as well as the northern Polygars, from giving any affif- -
tance to the Englith in recovering the mountain of Tripetti;
although all applied to Madrafs for affiftance to defend themielves.
This confternation was ftrong, when the renter was repulfed in the
attack
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attack of the mountain and, on the news of his ill fuccefs, 200
-of the black horfe, with three companies of Sepoys, were fent ﬁom
the army at Conjeveram to Tripaffore, where they would be i

readinefs either to fuccour the renter, Nazeabullah, the Polygars, ér"

to march'on to join Bonjour’s detachment, if returning. But this patty
was fcarcely arnveﬂ at Tupaﬁ'ore, when the prehdency received intéllit
gence from Enfi gnJ Wilcox, that a detachiment of Europeans, Sepoys,

and horfe, {fent from Arcot to Narrain Sauftry, were marching round

the hills, in order to attack the troops in the town of Tripetti; which
if they thould take, the revenues of the approaching feaft in September
would' be loft, and the recovery of ‘the pagoda, refifted by French
troops, rendered hereafter much more difficult ; whereas, in the: pre-
fent frate, Narrain Sauftry in pofieflion of the mountain, and the
Englith of the town, ne1ther at'lealt could get any thing, excepting
by a compr omife. The importance of this objeé, and of the other
concerns in this quarter, determined the prefidency to fend Major
Calliaud, with 200 Europeans and 300 Sepoys. ‘They arrived at
Tripetti on the 8th of July; ‘but, as before, the reinforcement of
Sepoys furnifhed few of the right {ort to attack the mountain. - Cal-
liaud therefore marched with' the Europeans, four companies of
‘Sepoys, and two guns, aganft Carcambaddy, the way over hills and
vallies, covered with wood, but inhabited by a people fit only for
{kulking attacks, although of no contemptible caft, bemng entitled
to the pagoda of Tripetti. They fired continually from the thickets
and covers, and killed and wounded feveral of the line before they'
forced the firft barrier. At the fecond, Major Calliand with much
difficulty got one of the guns upon a rock, which flanked the barrier,
and the firft difcharge, loaded with grape, killed the Polygar .and
feveral of his men, after which the det’xchment met no farther refif-
tance. They were feven hours gaining their way, and'arrived at three
in the afternoon at the Polygar’s town 5 which they found abandoned,
burnt it down, and deftroyed the adjoining plantations. The next
day they returned to Tripetti, and Calliaud thinking the EhEmny in
the mountain would be as much difcouraged, as the renter’s people
were elated by this fuccefs, fent all the fit men of his Sepoys, who,
et 2 with
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with the renter’ S did not exceed fix hundred, although Narrain
Sauftry had twice as many, to attack the pagoda again ; which the
enemy, after {klrlmfhmg three hours, abandoned, and all ran away
to take fhelter in the hills of Matlaver. Four of the renter’s men
were Kkilled, and 20 wounded. Every thing being thus quieted in
the neighbourhood, and no farther tidings of the French party
from Arcot, Calliaud fet out on his return on the 18th with all
the troops he had brought, excepting ten Europeans, whom he left
with Wilcox.

No party of Europeans had marched from Arcot again{t Tripetti,
and the report arofe from the plundering excurfion of fome Sepoys
and horfe in the fkirts of Bomerauze’s country, to fecond a demand
they were making on him of 6o,000 rupees. Neverthelefs the
advices were fo intirely credited at Madrafs, that Colonel Brereton,
without waiting to advife with the council, ordered Major Monfon
to move the army from Conjeveram towards Arcot, as nearer to
fuccour whatfoever the enemy 'might intend to diftrefs. They
marched on the sth; and on the 4th in the morning appeared be-
fore Covrepauk, with twe 18 and two 12 pounders. This fort is
fmall, but well-built of ftone, and has a-wet ditch, which was in -
good order. Colonel Monfon {fummoned the officer, more according
to form, than his own expetation of the anfwer he received, which
was, that, if the garrifon, whites and blacks, were permitted to
retire to Arcot, the foldiers with their knapfacks, and the officers
with their effe@ts, the gate thould be immediately delivered : the ca-
pitulation was tranfacted and concluded in lefs than an hour. This
eafy fuccefs, for the fort was worthy of breach, gave hopes that the.
French garrifon of Arcot would not make all the defence they
might ; and as the fituation was equally near to Tripettt, the army
advanced, and arrived in the city on the gth.  The garrifon fhewed
good countenance, and their artillery was fo fuperior, that nothing
could be done, until the Englith army were {upplied with a train
from Madrafs, before which the greateft part of the French army
might arrive from their different cantonments to the relief of Arcot;
and for this reafon, Major Monfon, before he reccived the orders of

3 > '3 the
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the prefidency, marched back to Conjeveram ; but left 400 Euro-
peans of the Company’s troops in Covrepauk, which fecured the re-
venues of the country between thefe two ftations.

Mr. Pococke, waiting for the arrival of the French {quadron, had
continued with his own to windward of Pondicherry, moftly at
Negapatam, where they were plentifully {upplied with cattle by
Captain Jofeph Smith at Tritchinopoly, who caufed them to be
driven to the fea-coaft, out of the obfervation of the king of Tanjore,
In the end of June, a Danith veflel arriving at Tranquebar, reported,
that 12 fail of French fhips were in' the bay of Trincanomaly in
Ceylon ; on which, the whole fquadron weighed on the goth, and
on the 3zd of July came off the mouth of that harbour ; where
they neither faw, nor gained any tidings of, the French thips. Mr.
Pococke then cruized off the Fryar’s Hood, the N.E. headland of
the ifland, which all vefels coming to. the coaft. of Coromandel
at this feafon endeavour to make, and, in this ftation, met five of the
expeded {hips from England, with the firft divifion of Coote’s regi-
ment, with which he returned, and anchored on the 30th at Nega-
patam ; keeping them in company until the provifions and ftores
they had brought for the ufe of his {quadron were taken out. 'The
prefidency received advices of their arrival on the sth of Auguft, and
notwithftanding the various wants of men at this time for defence
- and attack on fhore, requefted Mr. Pococke to detain the troops, to
ferve with him in the expeéted engagement with the French fqua-
dron.  Several advices had lately been receivéd, that the Dutch go-
vernment of Batavia, their capital in the Eaft-Indies, were preparing
an armament, which was to fail to the bay of Bengal ; and on the
8th fix fhips arrived at Negapatam, having left another in the bay
of T'rincanomaly. They had on board soo Eurepean foldiers, and
1 500 difciplined Malays, with abundance of military ftores. Various
reports and conjetures were formed of the deftination of this force.
The Dutch themfelves gave out, that it was chiefly intéended to re-
inforce their garrifons on the coaft ; and their unavowed emiffaries
reported, that the whole were toaé as' auxiliaries to the Englith
againft the French on the Coaft of Coromandel, Mr, Pococke knew

how
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how much the military force in Benga-l' had been diminithed by the
expedition to Mafulipatam, and might fuffer by the ufual mortality of
the climate ; and reafoning from the antipathy of the Dutch govern-
ment to the great fuccefles and power which the Englifh had lately ac-
quired in Bengal, fufpefted that the armament he {aw was prinicipally
intended to reduce their influence in that country ; and, with the
{pirit of confiderate gallantry, and zeal for the general fuccefs 'of the
public fervice, which on all occafions diftinguithed his command,
fent all the troops to Madrafs, recommending, that a part of them
might be immediately forwarded to Bengal. They were all landed
by the 25th, and marched in different parties, as foon as refrefhed, to
the main body at Conjeveram, where Colonel Brereton, having reco~
vered from his illnefs, again took the command.

A few days after the return of Major Calliaud from Tripetti, the
Polygar of Carcambaddy with his own, and a number of the Mat-
laver’s people, began to repair the town ; on which Enfign Wilcox
marched with the 25 Europeans, 3oo of the Sepoys, and af iron
three-pounder. They were galled the whole way, and obliged to
force the three barriers in the path ; and when they came to the
open {pot of the town, where they expeéted no refiftance, met the
moft, by a continual fire from the thickets round.  Wilcox never-
thelefs perfifted, and, being aimed at, received at once three mufket-
balls, and was mortally wounded. 'On which the troops put K
mto a dooley, and retreated, likewife bringing off the gun. ‘The
enemy did not follow them earneftly 5 fo that the lofs was only three
Europeans killed, and 14 Sepoys wounded.

The French party of Sepoys and black horfe from Arcot, had been
beaten back by Bomerauze's people, and lay: at Lallapet, near the
mountains, 10 miles N. w. of Arcot, waiting an opportunity of renew-
ing their incurfion'; but were beaten up there on the 26th, by
three companies of Sepoys, and the troops of the renter of Covrepauk,
{fent by Captain Wood, who commanded in the fort. The enem
fled at the firft five, leaving 70 mufkets, and 17 horfes, and the Se-
poys remained to guard the neareft pafs leading from Lallapet into
Bomerauze’s country. : _
Baffaulet
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Baffaulet Jung, with his army, had, in this while, continued his
march from Condavir to the fouth, and, having pafled Ongole, at-
tacked the fort of Pollore, about 3o0. miles to the north of Nelore
and the river Pennar, which, although out of the country of Damerla-
Venkytapah-naigue, was of his dependance. This {uccefs encreafed
the fright of all the three polygars, and of Nazeabulla in Nelore ;
and all reneswved their applications to Madrafs for immediate affift-
ance, and the Tripetty renter was fully perfuaded, that Baffaulst Jung
intended to get pofleflion of the pagoda, before the great feaft, which
begins in the middle of September, and generally produces 20,000l. ;
and it was known, that Baffaulet Jung was. in {trict correfpondence
with Pondicherry.

To thefe alarms on. the north. of the province, were added others
in the {outh. The detachment with Fumel which had taken Thia-
gar had advanced as far as Violcondah, where, after many threats
and meflages, they had frightened the Kellidar out of 60,000 rupees;
and, during the negociation, their horfe plundered: as far as the
treights of Utatoor. It was then reported, that Furnel intended to
advance with the whole, and take poffeffion of the ifland of Sering=
ham, which would give them all the country between. Thiagar and
Tritchinopoly. This detachment could not be oppofed in time
from Madrafs; becaufe the imnterjacent country was wunder
the enemy’s garsifons; and whatfoever troops might, be fent
from hence, proceeding half way by fea againft the monfoon, and
then through the country of Tanjore, would not enter into ation
in lefs than fix weeks, and then,. if fuccefsful, would be out of the
reach of recall.. Tritchinopoly was the neareft ftation to make head
againft thems but the whole garrifon would not, in the field, have
been equal to the force with Fumel.

Fortunately,. in. this concurrence of perplexities,. the diftrefles and
difeontent of the French army had continued as urgent as ever, even
after the expence, of the campaign was diminithed. by their retreat
into quarters. In the beginning of Auguft, the whole of Lally’s re-
giment,, excepting the ferjeants and corporals, and 5o of the {ol-

mutinied, and matrched out of the fort of Chittapet, declar-
that they would not return to their colours, until they had
7 received

diers,

ing,

Auzufty
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reccived their pay, of which many months was in arrears. ‘Their
officers, by furnifhing their own money, and engaging their honour
for more, brought them back, excepting 30, who difperfed about the
country : but this defe@ion, which the caufe exempted from rgorous
punifhment, thook the difcipline of the whole army.

From this view of circumftances, the Prefidency of Madrafs re-
folved to leave fomething to chance in the extremities, rather than
diminifh the fuperiority, which their force had lately acquired in
the center of the province, by the reinforcements arrived from Eng-
land, and the enemy’s detachment to the fouthward; and determined to
employ this advantage immediately againft Vandiwath, the moft im-
portant of the enemy’s ftations between Madrafs and Pondicherry.
Accordingly 300 Europeans, with two twelve-pounders, and all the
ftores neceflary for the attack, were fent to Chinglapett ; but whilft
on the road, and before the main body had moved from Conjeve-
ram, arrived the Revenge, on the night of the 1oth of September,
with important intelligence from the {quadron.

The Dutch at Negapatam, pretending that their armament from
Batavia required the fervice of all their mafloolah boats, would fj pare
none to water the Englith fhips; to procure which, Mr. Pococke
{ailed on the 2oth with the fquadron for Trinconamalee, where com-
mon boats can ply to the fhore. They anchored there on the 3oth,
but at the mouth of the harbour; and the Revenge was fent for-
ward to cruize off the Friar’s Hood. On the 2d of September, at
ten in the morning, fome thips were difcovered to the s.E. Soon
after came down the Revenge, chafed and fired upon by one of the
ftrangers, which denoted them to be the long-expected enemy. The
Englifh {quadron weighed immediately, and could not get within
cannon-fhot of them by fun-fet ; but perceived that the number and
firength of the fhips greatly exceeded the force they had met the
year before. '

Mr. D'Aché having left the coaft, as we have feen, on the 3d of
September, arrived, after thirty days fail, at the Ifle of France,
and found in the port a reinforcement of three men of war, under
the command of Mr. D'Eguille, an officer of experience and reputa-

ton,
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tion. Several of the Company’s veffels, but none of force, for enough
had been fent before, were likewife arrived from France. The crews
of all thefe thips amounted to §500 men, and all the provifions
which could be colle&ed in the ifles, or even drawn from Mada-
gafcar, with the fupplies fent from Europe, were infufficient to feed
this multitude, added to the numbers already in the colony, which
they nearly equalled. Several councils were held on this diftrefs,
and it was at length determined to fend one of the men of war,
with elght of the Company’s fhips, which would take off between
3 and 4000 men, to the Cape of Good Hope, where they were to
purchafe provifions fufficient for the fquadron in the enfuing voyage,
and, in the mean time, the crews would be fupported without
breaking in upon the general ftock. Thefe fhips arrived off the Cape
in the beginning of January; and two of them had the luck to fall

in with and take the Grantham, an Englith Eaft-India thip, dif-

patched from Madrafs in September They purchafed, but at a vaft
expence, a great quanm‘y of grain, wine, and meat, and returned to
the Ifle of France in April and May ; after which, the ftrength of
four of the Company’s fighting thips, which had not hitherto
mounted the number of guns they were built for, were armed to
the full fcale of their conftruéion. Thefe alterations, and other
equipments, retarded the departure of the {quadron until the 14th
of July. They went firft to the ifle of Bourbon, and then to Foul-
point, in the ifland of Madagafcar, to take in fome rice, and other
provifions, which had been procured there; and on the zoth of
Auguft arrived off Batacola, a port in Ceylon, 60 miles to the {outh
of Trinconomaly ; where they received intelligence of the Englith
{quadron, and two days after came in fight of them off Point Pedras.
The land and fea-winds differing in the fame hours at different dif-
tances from the fhore, the currents likewife various, fquauls, a fog,
and contrary courfes whilft feeking each other when out of fight,
kept them afunder, or out of immediate reach, until the 1oth of
September, when they again fell in with one another off Fort St.
David.  The French, being fartheft out at fea, lay-to in a line of
battle a-head, their heads to the Eaft., The Englith haying the

Vor. II. Uuau wind
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wind came down a breaft, and at twoin the afternoon were within
gun-fhot, when each fhip edged to get into their ftations alongfide of

The Englith {quadron confifted of nine fhips of the line, attended’
by a frigate, the %eenfborough, two of the Company’s thips,
and the Prote&or converted to a fire thip. The French were 11 fail
of the line, of which four were of the navy of France, and they had
three frigates under their lee. Difference of failing, and difappointment
in working, prevented the Englith from forming their line with as
much regularity as the enemy, who were waiting for them, drawn
up in order of battle.

The French line was led by the A&if of 64, one of the King’s
thips. She was followed by the Minotaur, another of the King’s,
of 74, in which Mr. D’Aguille wore the flag of Rear-Admiral, and
by much the ftouteft thip in the {quadron, having in her lower tier
thirty-two-pounders, which in the French weight is equal to 40
Englifh ; then ftood three of the Company’s thips, the Duc d’Orleans
of 60, the Saint Louis of 56, and the Vengeur of 64. Thefe five
formed the van. Mr. D’Aché, in the Zodiaque, hoifted his flag in
the center, fupported by the Comte de Provence of 74 : the four
others of the rear-divifion were the Duc de Bourgogne, of 56, the

‘Tluftre, of 64, the Fortunée of the fame rate as the Iluftre, and

the Centaur of 68 ; of which only the Illuftre was a King’s fhip. The
Elizabeth of 70 led the Englith line, followed by the Newecaftle of
70, the Tiger of 66, and the Grafton of 74, In which was Rear-Ad-
miral Stevens: thefe four were the van. Mr. Pococke,  in the
Yarmouth of 74; was in the center, followed by the Cumberland of
66, the Salifbury of 56, the Sunderland of 60, and the Weymouth of
6o clofed the rear. The total battery of the French {quadron ex-
ceeded the Englith by 126 guis, and confequently by 63 in action.
The Grafton was the firft thip up, and whilft prefenting her broad-
fide fell a-breaft of the Zodiaque, whom Mr. Pococke, as'in the
two engagements of the laft year, intended to referve for himfelf.
M;r. D’Aché immediately threw out the fignal of battle, and began
to fire on the Grafton, the firft thot at 15 minutes after two ; but
Mr. Stevens waited for the fignal of his admiral, which did not
3 ; | appear
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appear until five minutes after, when the Yarmouth was very near
and ranged againft the Comte de Provence. The firing then be-
. came general through both lines; but the Sunderland, the laft but
one of  the Englifh line, failing very ill, kept back the Weymouth
behind her. By this mifchance the Salifbury, which was much the
weakeft fhip, being only of so guns, and they only eighteen and
nine-pounders, ranged, unfupported, againit the Illuftre, and
fuftained likewife the fire of the Fortunée behind, which the Sun-
derland fhould have taken up, at leaft in this ftate of the action :
the confequence was equal to the difparity, and in 15 minutes the
fall of the Salifbury’s maintopgallant, and then her forefail, obliged
her to quit the line: but by this time, the Sunderland fhooting a-
head, engaged the Illuftre. The three fhips of the Englith van,
ahead of the Grafton, had luckily fallen foon, and in good order,
into their {tations, and in lefs than a quarter of an hour, the A&if,
which was oppofed to the Elizabeth, took fire, which brought the
crew from the batteries, and the Elizabeth taking advantage of their
confufion plyed her exceflively, and foon drove her out of the line
to extinguith the fire: the Elizabeth ftill edging down upon
her, was ftopped by the Minotaur ftarting forward ; which obliged
her to haul her wind again, and this operation fhot her beyond the
line of alion. The Newcaftle then took up the Mmotaur, although
a 60 to a 74; and the Tiger, of which the Captain had been
blamed in a former engagement, fupported the Newcaftle, by
taking on herfelf the fire of the two next thips. The fight between

thefe five continued with the utmoft violence for 70 minutes ; when.

neither the Newcaftle nor Tiger had a fail under command ; on
which Mr. Stevens, who had left the Zodiaque to Mr. Pococke, and
had beaten the Vengeur out of the line, came between, and feeing
the two fhips of the French line next beyond the Vengeur much
crippled, fet forward to engage the Minotaur ; and her broad-fide,
as the was pafling on, drove the St. Louis out of the line. In the
rear, the Sunderland, which had taken up the Illuftre, was likewife
attacked by her follower, the Fortunée; and in ten minutes,
before {he had fired three rounds, her maintop-fail fell, and her

Uuu 2 head-
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head-braces being likewife thot away, her foretop-fail fwung a-back,
which made her fall a-ftern of both her antagonifts. At ten mi-
nutes paft three the Count de Provence, which had ftood the Yar-
mouth, and was afterwards taken up by the Cumberland, likewife
left the line to refit her rigging, as did the Duke de Bourgogne,

‘which had divided her fire between the Cumberland and the Sa-

lifbury, and received theirs, divided likewife in return. The Wey-
mouth, by what accident we don’t find, was kept a-ftern in the
rear; but at three o’clock, the Salifbury came again into the engage-
ment; and, on the French fide, the Illuftre, feeing the two thips
before her gone, clofed up to the Zodiaque. At four, the only
thips engaged were the Minotaur and Duc d'Orleans againft the
Grafton, the Zpdiaqqe agamnft the Yarmouth, the Tluftre again{t
the Cumberland, and the Fortunée and Centaur againft the Sa-
lifbury and Sunderland. The pilot of the Zodiaque fecing, as he
thought, the Fortunée and Centaur going off likewife, put the
helm a-lee without order, and, as Mr. D’Aché was running to
corre&t him, a grape fhot carried off the flefh of his thigh, to the
bonej; he fell fenfelefs, amongft four or five who were killed or ftruck
down with him. The captain of the Zodiaque had been killed
an hour before; and the officer who took the command after Mr.
D’Ache fell, wore the fhip to rejoin the.comrades which had al-
ready left the line. The Centaur, Hlufire, and Minotaur, think-
ing fuch was the will of their admiral, wore likewife, and {et fail
to accompany him. ‘The Englifh fhips ftill in aétion endeavoured to
follow them, but were foon left out of gun-thot, and all firing
ceafed at ten minutes after four.

In this engagement the rear divifion fuffered much lefs than
the van. On board the Weymouth, which clofed the rear, not
a man was either killed or wounded, and in the Sunderland
ahead of her, the whole lofs was only two men killed; never-

-thelefs the Centaur, the laft of the enemy’s rear, fuffered as

much in her mafts and rigging from their fire, a5 any of the
other fhips of the French line, who were clofer engaged, and
her Captain, Surville the elder, was killed. 'The Salifbury had 16

_ killed,
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killed, and 40 wounded; the Cumberland 8, and 39's the Yar-
mouth 10, and 27; the Grafton 13, and 37; the Tiger, which
fuffered the moft of any, 37, and 140; the Newcaftle 26, and
65. 'The Elizabeth four, and twenty. In all 114 killed, and
369 wounded. In the Newecattle, the captain, Michie, an officer
of diﬁingllifhed= gallantry, was killed ; as were Mr. Jackfon, the
firlt lieutenant of the Tiger, captain More, who commanded the
marines in the Elizabeth, and the mafter of the Yarmouth. Brere-
ton, captain of the Tiger, Somerfet of the Cumberland, the fe-
cond licutenant of the Grafton, and the fourth of the Salifbury,

were wounded. None of the Englifh fhips, after the engagement,

could fet half their fail ; and the Newcaftle and Tiger were taken

into tow by the Elizabeth and Weymouth. The lofs of the

French crews was fuppofed to be equal ; but when they went away

together at fun-fet, all, excepting the Centaur, carried their top-fails..
The uncertainty of the number of troops which the French

{quadron might have brought for Pondicherry, determined thé pre-
fidency of Madrafs to fufpend for a while the attack they had re-
folved to make on Vandiwath ; but to fend a part of their troops to
Tripaflore to fupport that part of the country againft Baffaulut Jung
But no arguments could prevail on Major Brereton to defift from
the enterprize, from which he expefted to acquire diftinguithed
honour ; and the prefidency, unwilling to check his ardour, re-
frained from giving him pofitive orders to defift.

Heavy rains had rendered the roads and rivers impaflable until
the 26th, when the whole army marched from Conjeveram; it had

been reinforced with 40 meén from Chinglapett, under the command’

of Prefton, and with 100, of 158 releafed prifoners, which had arrived
at this garrifon on the r1th from Pondicherry. The whole force was
1500 Europeans, 8o Coffies, and 2500 Sepoys, infantry ; 100 Eu-

515
1759-
—

September.

ropean, and #oo ‘black cavalry ; 1o field-pieces, and two eighteen- -

pounders : and two more eighteen pounders were to join from Ching-
lapett. ;

On the 27th in the morning, the horfe before the line, when:
within three miles of Trivatore, fell in with so0'0f the French huf-
{ars,
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fars, who ftood them, but, overpowered by numbers, were routed,

and eight, with an officer, taken prifoners: in the afternoon, the
garrifon of Trivatore, which confifted only of a captain and 22
men of the Lorrain regiment, furrendered on the firft fummons.
The main body of the enemy had advanced from Vandiwafh in
the morning, and were halting at the village of Parfee, fix miles
on the road, of which Colonel Brereton receiving information,
marched on without ftopping at Trivatore, and encamped near
them ; and at midnight, the enemy moved off, and returned to
Vandiwath ; where, as before they took up their quarters in the
pettahs, and under the walls of the fort, into which the governor
Tuckeafaheb, notwithftanding the ftrictnefs of his alliance, ‘was very
averfe to admit any of the French troops, excepting {fome of their
gunners ; and they to prevent worle confequences‘, would not com-
pel him. The Enghﬂl army continuing their march the next day,
encamped in the evening under the ledge of rocks, which extend
about three miles to the ~.w. of the fort. The day after, which
was the 29th, parties were employed in reconnoitring ; but neither
their obfervatmns, nor the enqumes of {pies, difcovered the real ftate
of the enemy’s force.

On the march of Major Monfon to Arcot in the beginning of
Auguft, the French drew the greateft part of their Europeans from
the garrifons of Chittapet, Carangoly, and Outramalore, to their
main body at Vandiwafh, from whence the whole had adyanced as
far as Trivatore, when Monfon, finding the attack of Arcot
impracticable, returned to Conjeveram: on his retreat, they
detached 100 Europeans to reinforce Arcot, and fent back the
troops which they had drawn from the three other garrifons ; which

reduced the European infantry that returned to Vandiwath to 600 ;

but the whole of the European cavalry, who were 300, went with
them. The fame alarm for Arcot had led Mr. Lally to recall the
detachment to the fouthward with Vilcount Fumel, ~who were
then before Volcondah ; but Fumel, not having levied the con-
tribution he expedted, delayed to obey the orders, and, on Mon-
fon’s retreat, was permitted to perfitt, and had time to finith.

During
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During the delay between the firft refolution, and the prefent
motion of the Englifh army to attack Vandiwath, the government
of Pondicherry obt
tention, and again reinforced the main body there with 400 men
from the adjacent garrifons. They likewife again recalled Fumel,
and more than half his detachment were arrived at Pondicherry,
from whence they were at this time advancing towards Vandiwath,
and, as it was reported, under the command of Mr. Bufly. Major
Brereton received intelligence of the approach of this party, but no
information that the troops from the other garrifons were arrived at
Vandisvath ; and thus computing the whole number affembled there,
including the cavalry, inftead of 1300, to be only goo Europeans, to
which his own force was nearly double, thought no time fhould be loft
before the arrival of the detachment they expected from Pondicherry,
and determined to attack them in their quarters on the night of the
2gth, which was the next after that of his arrival before Vandiwath.
There were three pettahs under the fort, lying to the w., the s.,
and the E.; the w. at 150, the s. at 220, and the E. at the diftance
The fouth pettah contained the houfes of the more
opulent inhabitants, and was inclofed on the E.s. and w. by a
mud rampart, which on the s. fide had circular projetions to ferve as
baftions ; but the north fide next the efplanade was left open, that the

guns of the fort might preferve the

of 170 yards.

houfes. ‘The pettah to the eaft commenced oppofite to the N. E. angle,

and extending 650 yards, covered the eaft fide of the fort, of the el

lanade, and of the pettah to the {fouth.
tended only along the bre
for fome time been abandoned, and was in ruins, and moft of the

natives, on theapproach of the Englith army, had’ quitted their ha-

bitations in theother two. The French cavalry lay in the eaftern.

Their infantry were under fheds and tents in the covered
way and on the efplanade to the fouth, and they kept guards on
the ramparts of the fouth pettah ; but none as they oughit, in the

ruined i?ertah to the welt..

Pettah.

ained fome uncertain intelligence of the n-

ir command on the ftreets and

: The weftern pettah ex-:
adth of the efplanade to the fouth ; it had

A thoufand:
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A thoufand Europeans, including a company of 80 Coffrees, and
fix hundred Sepoys, were allotted to ferve in the attack : they were
divided 1pto three divifions ; the firft led by Major 1\.’10.111'@1,3, was to
affault the fouth face of the fouth pettah, and having enitered, were to
advance through the ftreets to the efplanade,where the main bodyof the
French troops were lying; who at the fame time were to be attacked
on the right by the fecond divifion, advancing out of the pettah to
the weft : this divifion was commanded by Major Robert Gordon.
The third Major Brereton commanded himfelf, as the referve for

occafions, and they took poft under a ridge which runs parallel to

the weft face of the fouth pettah, but farther back on the plain than
the pettah allotted to Gordon’s divifion. The European and black
horfe were to halt a mile in the rear of Brereton’s. The reft of
the troops were left to guard the camp. Monfon’s divifion confifted
of 360 Europeans, of whom 200 were grenadiers, all that were m the

-army, and they had one company of Sepoys as attendants: Gordon’s

were 200 Europeans, and 8o Coffrees: Brereton’s 360 Europeans
and 500 Sepoys. - Each of the three divifions had two excellent brafs
{ix-pounders. - _ |

The pettah to the South has three principal, ftreets, which in-
terfet it intirely from north to fouth, and feveral others in ‘the
{ame dire&tion, of fhorter extent ; nor are any of the crofs-fireets
from eaft to weft regularly pervious from one wall to the other,
and fome of them are only fhort communications between the
ftreets in the other dire@ion : fo that many dodging advantages
might be taken by knowledge of their different bearings and inter-
feCtions. At two in the morning, the head of Monfon’s divifion
approached towards the 'gateway on the fouth face of the pettah, and
were challenged and declared by two or three Sepoys advanced on
the plain to look out; on which the guards on the ramparts began
to fire. The gateway was in a return of the rampart from the left,
and the road to it lay under the reft of the rampart to the right, fo
that the two field-pieces which were advancing at the head of the
line could not batter the gate ‘at lefs than 150 yards, without

being immediately under the fire of this part of the rampart, which

I - with
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with the uncertainty and delay of their effe& in the dark, deter-
mined Colonel Monfon to try the wall at once. It had neither ditch
nor pallifade before it, and the firft grenadiers lighted upon a part,
which, for want of repair, permitted them to fcramble up, and
being followed by more, they drove the enemy before them, opened
the gate, and let in the main body of the divifion. The gate entered
upon the principal {treet of the three which leads through the pettah

- .to the efplanade ; and the other two are about 50 yards on each

hand. = The troops, as they came in, firft ranged along the ground
between the wall and the habitations, which was broad ; and then
~ formed into three columns, one in each of the ftreets ; but the two
field-pieces moved at thie head of the center column. All the three
advanced very deliberately, keeping as nearly as poflible on the fame
parallel, the two outer columns fending {fmall parties into the crofs
{treets on their outward flanks to diflcdge the enemy from whatfoever
pofts their fire came, which, although not {trong from any, was
frequent and from feveral ; but the greateft annoyance was from
two ficld-pieces at the edge of the efplanade, firing down the center
{treet. However, they were at length filenced by the two field-pieces,
with the center column. Firing had been hea;‘d on the ground al-
lotted to Gordon’s divifion, but foon ceafed. In an hour and a half
the three columns arrived at the openings on the efplanade, where
to their furprize they met no farther refiftauca; and difappointed
of the affiftance they expeed from Gordon’s divifion, it was re-
wfolved to wait for day-light, and in thie mean time to throw up a
barricade at the head of the center-ftreet, which for want of proper
tools was very infufficiently performed. Their lofs hitherto was not
ten killed and wounded. . AL
A 1ky rocket was the fignal for Gordon’s divifion to advance from
the weftern pettah, and it was fired as {foon as Monfon’s had entered
the {outhern. The troops of Gordon’s had, for fear of difcovery,
kept on the fide of the pettah fartheft from the efplanade, but Pref-
ton and two or three more officers had examined the fireets, which
were very narrow, and beyond on the efplanade, where they found

Vor. IL. - Xxx ‘ the
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the ground‘ rugged, and mtemlpted with ﬂoughs and ﬁandmg water,
But Gordon not hwmg acqulred any diftin& ideas from their report,
boggled, and was confafed in the orders he gave. "At length it was
underftood, that'the troops, s foon as they had pafled through the:
pettah, were to form on the efplanade in divifions, which would be
r5 in front. The fele& picquet of 40 picked men, commanded by
Lieutenant Dela Douefpe, who were to lead the attack, were foon
through, ‘and formed, and advancing. Gordon himdelf was to
march at' the head of the main body, but he was not to be
found when it-was ranging on the efplanade ; and Prefton, his fecond,
not knowing the motives of his abience, would not venture to take
his poft ; and thus the whole were ftopped, waiting his return. The
picquet marched with recovered arms, and without dropping a thot,
until they came to the angle of the fouthern pettah where the
rampart had a thoulder, on which were mounted two piecesof cannon,
which by the dire&ion of the ftreets could not be turned to 2 any {er-
vice in-the fight behind them ;- and it fhould fecem that the enemy
had difcovered the fituation and‘intention of Gordon’s attack, for a
confiderable body of infantry were waiting at the angle, fome on the
rampart, and others at' the edge of the houfes betow ; who, as foon
as the picquet were within @ few yard$, fuddenly threw a number
of Llue lights, which difcovered them intirely, and were inflantly
followed by a ftrong running fire of mufketry, and the difcharge of
the two pieces of cannon; but the whole of the execution was
from the mufketry, for as the picquet was almoft under the rampart,
the cannon could not point low enough, and fired over their heads.
Douefpe returned the fire with* difparity offituation, and’ greater of
numbers, but would not retreat without orders, and was not with-
out hopes of being immediately joined by the main body of the di-
vifion, efpecially as the two pieces which accompanied it, began to
anfwer the two guns orr the rampart. But his expe&ations of farther
fupport werevain. The fhot of thq_t_\vo guns from the rampart feH'hjear‘
the main body whilft forming, and fome mufketry fired upon them
from the covered way ‘of 'the fort: on which the 80 coffrees all ran
back

7
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back into the pettah, and through it, quite away, and the Euro~
peans not led on, and having nothing effectual to fire upon, foon:
broks and went off likewife, leaving the picquet, and the field-
picces {till engaged. But Prefton, for.Gordon was not yet to be found,

knowing the determination of the piequet to perfevete, ran fingly to
them, and brought them back to the pettah, where they joined the:

officers deferted by all the reft of the troops: but the artillery-
men, animated by the well-known refolution of their commandant

C'lptam Robert Barker, ftill-ftood by him and their guns. The fugitives.
not all equally frightened, made their way to the referved divifion

with Brereton, who on the firft notlce, ran umccompamed to the
pettah from whence they were coming, andin the ftrong impulfe
of indignation, ran the firft man he met through the body:

unfortunately he was one of the braveft m the.army; fo that

this example carried little ‘influence, and left none to exhorta-
tion, and very few obeyed his call; with- whom he went as far as
the two guns, which Barker was ftill firing, and by this counte-
nance had deterred the enemy from makmg a pufh, which would
eafily have taken them; ‘but Brereton, fenfible of the rifk to which
they were expofed, ordered him te draw them off into the pettah,
from whence they joined the referve at the ridge. Thus all were
go_xie. before the firing ceafed in the fouthern pettah, where Gordon
with four or five of the fugitives foon after appeared, coming in
at the gate to the fouth, where Monfon’s divifion had entered.
‘The day broke, and the enemy’s fire recommenced and encreafed
with ta light. The gunners, whom the Kellidar had admitted
into thc‘i?hrt, _plied the cannon on the towers oppofite to the
three ftreets, to!the head of which Menfon’s divifion had ad-
vanced ;. and with the field-pieces on the efplanade, their fire was
from 14 guns all within point blank, from the fort at 300, from
the field-picces at 100 yards. The return was from the two
field-pieces at the head of the center-ftreet, and from platoons of
mufketry in the other two.. The difparity: was fevere, and could
not be long maintained, The officers ordered the men not employ-
X XXz ed,
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ed, to take fhelter under the ftheds proje&i-ng-be?dre'%-_thé' walls of the
houfes in the enfiladed ftreets; the fheds, as in the other towns of
Coromandel, were feparated from each other by partitions of brick or
mud: fome withdrew into the crofs ftreets immediately behind.
Neverthelefs, all who appeared were fo exceflively galled, that it was
neceffary to retreat; but from the continual hope of fupport from
the two divifions without, Major Monfon wifhed not to quit the
conteft until the laft extremity. In the middle of the pettah is
a continuation of firects leading quite acrofs it, although not in a
ftreight line, from the eaft to the weft fide, where the laft ends upon
theareaof a pagoda, in which a party had been pofted, and the wound--
ed werefheltered andferved. The columnswereordered toretireinto this
line of the crofs-ftreets, where all, according to the breadth of the main
ftreets, might fire down them, and immediately difappear, until loaded
and ready to fire again. This movement ftaggered the enemy, for they
could do no more, if they continued on the efplanade at the other
extremity of the ftreets ; and if they advanced along them, would be
expofed in deep columns. - Neverthelefs, confident in their numbers,
and preffing to decide before the Englifh troops fhould be reinforced -
from without, they began and maintained this fight with great
{pirit and a&ivity, until they were convinced it could not fucceed ; on
which they fent off their rears, which brought two of their field-
picces from the efplanade, and with them marched along a ftreet ad-
joining to the weftern wall of the pettah,which led them to the pagoda
towards this end of the crofs-fireets: which the guard immediately
abandoned, leaving fome of the wounded in the pagoda ;. haying fe-
cured this ftation, the party advanced the ficld-pieces along the line
of the crofs ftreets, firing and taking in flank the whele of Monfon’s
divifion, againft which the attack in front likewife continued, and with
cnereafing vivacity : and in avery little while the remaining field-piece
of the divifion was difabled : on which the men began to lofe courage,
and Monfon confulting his {fecond, Major Calliaud, they refolved to
retreat and take poft againft the fouthern wall of ‘the pettah. The
grenadiers of one of the Company’s battalions wete to halt near the

] gateway,
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gateway, but {eeing it open, marched out into the plain, quickening
their pace at every ftep. Major Calliaud, who was near, inftead of
calling after them, followed, and running beyond, ftopped {uddenly
before them, and cried, ¢ Halt.” The inftin& of difcipline pre-
vailed. They obeyed, and forming as he ordered, faced, and, luckily
for themfelves, followed him into the pettah, ' Major Monfon met
him at the gate, and, in the midft of much vexation, thanked him
with much cordiality ; but faid, that the whole body, ftill clofely
prefled by the enemy, were faultering too faft to be trufted any
longer ; and that it was better to lead them off in order, than rifque
their going off in confufion of their own accord.. The exhortations
of their commanders encouraged them to keep their ranks ; the Se-
poys marched in front, helping to carry off the wounded, and fif-
teen prifoners. The enemy, by unaccountable overfight, did not

follow them into the plain; but were contented with firing from the -

wall : about half a mile from which, the line halted in a grove, and -
in a little while perceived Major Brereton’s and Gordon’s divifions,
with the European and black horfe,. the Sepoys, and two field- -
pieces, advancing round to join them; at the fame time, they faw
the whole body of the enemy’s European cavalry, 300 riders, ap--
proaching from the eaftern pettah, where they had remained.in ex-
petation of an opportunity of cutting off their retreat, which, from
want of alertnefs, they loft,. and could not: venture to attack after
Brereton appeared. The whole returned to.the bank, where Brere-

ton’s divifion had taken poft, and in the afternoon from thence to -

the camp, without moleftation or alarm. The lofs, on the ‘imme-
diate review, appeared to. be 1z officers, and 195 rank and file,
illed, wounded, and taken prifoners. ‘The Licutenants Minns and
Latour were the only officers; but, it. was fuppofed, that 7o rank
and file were killed ; and that of this number, so fell in the pettah,
The cagernefs of performing fome diftinguifhed fervice before Colonel
Coote fhould arrive, and fuperfede him in the command of the army,
urged  Colonel Brereton: to make this attack, which was much
more hardy than judicious, even. if the enemy had not been re-
' wiforced. .
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inforced. - However, the great gallantry and the inferior numbers
of the body whick f{uftained the greateft part of the lofs, rather.
encreafed than diminifhed the confidence of the army. Theenemy
{uffered as much, having 200 killed and wounded. Manville, who
commanded againft Lawrence at "Fritchinopoly, juft before the truce
in 1734, and two Captains, were killed. R

The two {quadrons anchored on the 11th, the day after they had en-
gaged each other; the Englifh in the road of Negapatam, the French 4
leagues farther to the fouth, who being' much lefs difabled, were

‘raady to fail again onther3th; and two days after, anchored in the road

of Pondicherry. The fhips immediately landed whatfoever {fupplies
they had brought for the fervice of the colony ; the treafure amount-
ed only to 16000 pounds in dollars, and the diamonds taken in the
Grautham, were worth 17000 pounds. The troops were only 180
men. Mr. D’Aché would not go afhore, and fignified his inten-
tion of failing immediately for the iflands. ~The feafon, although
advanced, was not yet dangerous, nor were his thips more hurt than
the Englifh ; but this refolution rofe from intelligence of the four
men of war, which were coming with Rear-Admiral Cornifh, to join
Mr. Pococke, and who might arrive every day. ' Accordingly, early
in the morning of the 1gth, Mr. D*Aché made the fignal for weigh-
ing, and all the fhips loofed their top-fails, i
The fupplies they had brought were fo much lefs than the wants
and hopes of the colony, that difappointment appeared in every
face s but the fight of the fhips getting under fail, in 24 hours after
their arrival, {pread univerfal confternation, and excited th;é‘f'-u-_tmoﬁ
indignation, ~ All the military officers, the principal inhabitai 1“ nd
even the clergy, affembled at the governor’s, and imlﬁédlﬁtely
formed themfelves into a national council'; which unanimoufly de-
creed, that the precipitate departure of the {quadron muft produce
the moft detrimental confequences to the interefts of the flate, as
holding out to all the powers of the country an opprobrious ac-
knowledgement that they had been entirely defeated in the laft en~
gagement, and could not ftand another ; and that they utterly de-
fpaired
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fpaired of every thing on fhore. In confequence of this deliberation,

a proteft’ was immediately drawn, declaring Mr. D’Aché refponfible-

for the lofs of the colony, fuch were the words, and refolving to
complain to the King and miniftry, and demand public juftice of
His condu&t. The fthip Duc d’Orleans was by fome accident, de-
tained in the road, after the others were under fail, and the com-
mander was charged to deliver the proteft to Mr. D’Aché, and a
copy to every commander in the fquadron, which were twelve
leagues out at fea when the Duc d’Orleans joined them. Mr.
D’Aché immediately held a gencral council of his captains, and
on the 22d anchored again in the road of Pondicherry; and came
afhore to confult with Mr. Lally and the government.  On the 25th,
in the morning, the Englith fquadmn, coming from Negapatam,
appeared ftanding in line of battle into the road, but driving by the
current to the northward. All the French fhips Welghed but
hawled the wind clofe, which being at w. s. w. kept them at their
firft diftance from. the Englifh, which they had it in their power to
bear down upon, and engage. - Mr, Pococke, unable to get up to
them, kept his line of battle until the evening, when he continued
His courfe, and’anchored on the 27th at Madrafs.  Mr. D’Acheé ftill
infifted on retwrning as {oon as poffible to the iflands ; and the go-
vernment of Pondicherry unwillingly compromifed for his depar-
ture, on condition that he fhould leave all the Coffrees {ferving in the
fquadron, whiclr were 400, and soo Europeans, either failors or
Marines ;3 }yho were accordingly landed, and he failed away on the
zoth of ’S‘tpmbcr M. Lally, with his ufual fpleen, called the Eu-
ropean ,ﬁ» of the fea; and,; indeed; moft of them for a while
could be fit for little more than to do duty in the town, whilft the
regular troops kept the field.

The animofity of Mr. Lally to Mr. Bufly had continued, without
remiffion ¥ he even' employed his emifiaries to perfuade Mr. Bufly to
make him a prefent of money, as a certain means of reconciliation ;
intending to ufe the proffer as a confeffion of Mr. Bufly’s delin-
qucncy, of wlich ‘he was every where fecking proofs. Nlmnnd:!.
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and ambition ‘were hever more ftrictly united than in - this defign.
Mr. Bufly, having remitted his fortune to Europe, offered his credit,;
if employed in community with the government of Pondicherry.
and Mr. Lally’s, to raife money for .the public fervice ; but treated
the hints of the other propofal; as the defperate zeal of his adherents
unwarranted by himfelf. ‘They faw one another but {cldom, but
were obliged to correfpond on public affairs. The lctters of Mr,
Lally were replete with fufpicion, jealoufy, infinuation, artifice, ins
folence, farcaim, and wit ; Mr. Bufly’s, with {agacity, caution, de-
ference, argument, profound knowlege, the jufteft vicws of affairs;
and the wifeft means to promote their fuccefs : and Mr. Lally him-
{elf, whilft he pretended to ridicule, refpetted the extent of his
talents. Their diffention was in this {tate, when the arrival of a
frigate from France on the 2oth of Auguft brought orders from the
king and miniftry, recalling all the intermediate ofﬁcers, who had
been fent with commiflions fuperior to Mr. Buﬂy s, and appointing
him fecond in the command, and to fucceed to it after Mr. Lally.
This diftinGion produced a more civil intercourfe, ‘and Mr. Lally,
with feeming complacence, afked the affiftance of his counfels. The
firft he gave was the moft obnoxious he could: Rajahfaheb, the
unfortunate but infignificant fon of Chundahfaheb, had lately found
means to perfuade Mr. Lally to appoint him Nabob of the Car-
natic ; and the ceremony had been performed with oftentation, in the
month of July, both at Arcot and Pondicherry. This promotion,
without the participation of Salabadjing, the Subah of the Decan,
was a public renunciation of his alliance, and might be i1 _roved by
Nizamally to confirm him in the interefts of the Englith. "Bhi@approach
of Baffaulut Jung on the northern confines of the Carnatic appe'u'ed
to M:. Bufly a refource, not only to re-eftablifh the former union
with Salabadjing, but likewife to ftrengthen the immediate opera-
tions of the French army, by offering Baflaulut Jung the government
of the Carnatic and its dependenmeb under the fantion of Salabad-
jing, on condition that he would join them with his troops.’ M,
Lally at ficft revolted againft the idea : and his averfion to it was
imputed

.
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imputed not more to his jealoufy of the importance’ which Mr.
Bufly would regain, by his influence with a prince long accuftomed
to refpet his chara@er, than to his own obligations to Rajahfaheb,
who it was faid had purchafed his appointment. However, Mr. Lally
had confented, that Mr. Bufly thould march with a detachment
to join Baffaulut Jung, and conclude the negotiation, when the
French fquadron failed away from Pondicherry, where news
arrived the fame day of the a@ion at Vandiwath, which Mr.
Lally, as a complete victory, fired a hundred guns round the
ramparts of Pondicherry, and wrote magnificent accounts of the
fuccefs to every man of confequence within or near the province.
Mr. Bufly arrived at Vandiwath on the sth of O&ober: ‘The
Englith army had left their encampment in fight of this place the
day before; they halted two days at Trivatore, during which heavy
rains'and the bad quality of the only water they had to drink bmught
ficknefs upon the camp, which caufed Major Brereton to quit this
poft, and repair to Conjeveram, where they arrived on the #th.
On the fame day, Mr, Bufly marched from Vandiwath with all the
troops encamped there, reinforced from other parts to 1 500 European
foot and 300 horfe, befides the black horfe : he expected the Englith
might wait, and g‘}_ye battle, but they were gone ; and the garrifon
left in Trivatere, which was only ten Europeans, and a company of
Sepoys, furrendered to him at difcretion. Draughting 150 of the
European horfe, and 400 foot, to accompany him te Baffaulut Jung,
he fent back the reft of the army to Vandiwafh, and arrived at Arcot
on the roth ; where he was detained feveral days, by the rains of

Baffaulut Jung advancing from Polore gave out that he would attack
Nelore ; but when he came near the Pennar quitted the fouthern
road, and, turning to the weft, encamped on the 1oth of September
on the plains of Sangam, a town with feveral pagodas on the bank
of the river, 16 miles from Nelore. Here he fummoned Nazeabulla
and the three greater Polygars to come and pay their obeiffance to
him in perfon. Nazeabulla contrived to make him believe magnified

Vor. II. Yyy - reports
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their cannon, which were ranged in front of the camp, facing the
north, from whence alone the appearance of the Englith army
could be expe€ted. The night pafled without riot or confufion.

In the mean time, exprefles were fent to Pondicherry, where the
whole council immediately affembled at Mr. Lally’s, who accufed
them all, as the inftigators of the revolt; but produced 10,600 pa~
godas out of his cheft, and fent them by the Vifcount Fumel, with
the promife of a general pardon to the troops. ‘The council hkewife
gave aflurances, that the whole arrears thould be difcharged in a
month, and fent their plate to the mint, as an earneft, which
example was followed by many of the inhabitants. Fumel arrived
early in the morning of the 2oth at the camp of the troops, who
had moved fix miles farther on to the weftward, towards Arni : He
was permitted to confer with their chiefs, whom he harangued on-
the obvious topics of defertion, difhonour, and the deftruftion of all
the French interefts in India, and thought them ﬁlﬂiciently relented,
to. appeal to the whole ; who, according to his requeft, affembled
round him on the phin, to the number of 2000 men. He gave
hints of the money and pardon ; and his reprefentations had well-
nigh converted them, when 70 or 80, who were the defperate mu-
tineers, and had kept away from the affembly, rufhed in with there
bayonets fixed, and faid, that nothing could be determined without
their confent, which fhould never be given to a reconciliation before-
they had received every farthing of their arrears. Fumel, thinking,
neither their number or violence fufficient to revoke the impreffion
he had made, broke up the affembly, fignifying, that he fhould re-
turn to Vandiwath, and wait there three hours for their determi-
nation, before he returned to Pondicherry. Within the time the
anf{wer came ; the ferjeant La Joye was a fenfible man, and difap-
proving, although he commanded the revolt, prevailed on them to
be content with receiving fix months pay immediately, the reft in a
month, and a general amnefty, figned by Mr. Lally, and all the
members of the council of Pondicherry. Accounts were imme-
diately begun ; and, whilft waiting for them and the return of mef=

fengers
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fengers from Pondicherry, the troops continued abroad with the
fame regularity as before, under his command. The pardon arrived,
and the money was paid on the 21ft in the morning, and the whole
body, excepting 30 who had deferted, marched back under the com-
mand of their former officers to Vandiwath, where before evening
the whole camp was enlivencd with dances and jollity, as if after
fome fignal fuccefs. |

Mr. Bufly, on the firft intelligence of the revolt, refolved to pro-
ceed no farther, until he faw the event. The difcontent caught the
troops he had taken with him, and he was obliged to appeafe them
by 2 month’s pay, and then to wait, until the money to make up
the fix months, as to the reft of the army, was remitted from Van-
diwafh ; and before he refumed his march, feveral incidents had
happened, which neceffitated him to change the ftate of his detach-
ment, and the rout he intended to take.

As foon as the Englith army, rcturning from their unfuccefsful
attempt at Vandiwath, arrived at Conjeveram, 200 Europeans, with
two field-pieces, 200 black horfe, and 500 Sepoys, were detached
under the command of Captain More, towards the encampment
of Baffaulut Jung at Sidaporum; they were to be joined in the
way by the fix companies of Sepoys at Tripetti, by 1000 be-
longing to Nazeabullah at Nelore, and by the Europeans in both
thefe places, who were about 70. This force was intended to
follow and harrafs Baffaulut Jung’s army, if they fhould march
round to meet and join Mr, Bufly ; but it was the 15th of O&ober
before they reached Kalaftri, where the troops from Tripetti arrived

~ the fame day, but thofe from Nelore had not yet advanced. The -

two Polygars, Bangar Yatcham and Damerla Venkatypettah, terfi-
fied by the cavalry of Baffaulut Jung at their borders, and doubtful
of the diftant prote€tion of the Englifh troops, temporized, and ac-
cording to his fummons went to his camp, accompanied by Sampe-
trow. This man, who hasbeen formerly mentioned, came into the
province with the Nabob Anwarodean Khan, and had ferved as his
Duan, or prime-mhliﬁer, until his death ; after which, he was {fome-
times confulted and employed, but never trufted, by Mahomedally, and

had
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had a littlebefore the fiege of Madrafs retired with his wealth, which
was, confiderable, to Kalaftri. His difguft to the prefent Nabob had
attached. him to Maphuze Khan, who ftill continued.helplef's an_d
difcontented, endeavouring to keep up the difturbances which he had
created 1n the Tinivelly countries. | An officer deputed by, them
both went tp Baflaulut Jung, as foon as it was known that he had
{eparated from his brothers, Salabadjing and Nizamally ; and it is
faid, feconded the advice of the French in his feryice, to enter: the
Carpatic, but with very different views; for Sampetrow, who ma-
naged the intrigue, intended that: Baffaulut Jung fhould proclaim
himfel INabob, and appoint him his Duan; forefeeing that the
concerns of his countries nearer the Kriftna would foon call him
away 3 when he intended that Baflaulut _]ung‘ fhould nominate Ma-
phuze Khan his deputy in the Carnatic, and Sampetrow continuing
Duan, would, by his afcendance over Maphuze Khan, gather the
whole power of the government into his own hands. = When it was
objected what engagements were to be taken or kept with the French,
Sampetrow faid, None, if poffible, with either them or the Englifh;

but, if neceflitated to chufe, Maphuze Khan was at leaft equally free

from predilection to either. As a fpecimen of his own abilities for
the fituation to which he afpired, he perfuaded the two Polygars to
make each of them a prefent of 40,000 rupees in ready money, and
added the fame fum of his own.  This affiftance was very much
wanted, and gave recommendation to his counfel, of which he was
expetting the effect, when an officer of the firft diftintion in Sala-
badjing’s court, and the confident of Nizamally, arrived in the
camp, with offers of friendfhip, reconciliation, and grants, to dif-
{uade Baflaulut Jung' from entering into any alliance with the
French againft the Englifh. - Nizamally forefaw, that the ftandard
of his brother, as the {fon of Nizamalmuluck, with the force he com-
manded, and his refources, if acing in conjunction with the French
an the C'a_rnatic_, might turn the fortune of the war in their favour ;
and, in their fuccefs, he faw and dreaded, with abomiuation, the
xeftoration of Mr. Buffy to the councils of Salabadjing, as the ruin
‘of hisiown ambition. = Baffavlut Jung inclined to the adyice of Sam-

q - petrow,
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petrow, and would probably have advanced into the plains of the
Carnatic, with equal profeflions to the French and Englith, if the
Englifh troops had not arrived as they did at Kalaftri. Their ap-
pearance difconcerted him the more, becaufe the commander of the
French troops in his army, and the agent deputed to him from
Pondicherry, had, with as much confidence as imprudence, affured
hiim, before he crofled the Pennar, that M. Bufly would join him
at Sydapo:ufn on the 1ft of O&ober. It was now the rgth, and
* Baffaulut Jung, 'fo long difappointed, would not atlength believe
that Mr. Bufly had even left Pondicherry ; when reports arrived of”
the revolt at Vandiwath ; on which, he beat his great drum, re-
croffed the Pennar, and marched to the ~N.w. into the country of
Cudapah, towards the capital of the fame name. The French troops
-accompanied him, diftrefled for neceffaries 5 but their officers pre-
-vailed on him to requeft of Mr. Buffy, that he would immediately
advance and join him in Cudapah. Mr. Bufly received this intelli-
gence on the 24th, and fet out the fame day 5 but, as more than half
the way he had to pafs was through the mountains, he took with
him only threec companies of Sepoys, 100 of the European horfe, and
200 black under a good partizan, which he had enlifted at his,
own expence at- Arcot, becaufe thofe he had brought from Vandi-
wath wete gone off for want of pay. They marched without artil-

lery, and with very little baggage.

The monfoon, with figns of ftormy weather, warned Admiral
“Pococke to quit the coaft : the prefidency endeavoured to perfuade
‘him to leave fuch of his fhips as did not require the dock, in the
bay of Trinconamalée ; from whence they might return with the
fair weather in January, ready to oppofe any part of the French fqua-
‘dron, whicl might be fent back' expeditioufly from the iflands, in
‘order to command the coaft during the abfence of the Englith 5 but
M. Pococke judicioufly refolved not to diminith his ftrength, until he
had rounded Ceylon, and was far enough’ up the Malabar coaft to.
be fure the enemy'were not waiting to meet him' there, under this
very difadvantage: but promifed, as foon as fecure from this event,
%o fend round Mr. Cornifh’s fhips, if they fhould join. him. in the
WaYa,
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way. On the 16th, the Revenge, which had been left cruizing to
the fouthward, came in with intelligence that fhe had on the 8th
fallen in with Mr. Cornifh’s divifion, and three Indiamen, having -
on board Colonel Coote, with 600 men, the remainder of his regi-
ment, and that they were beating up to Madrafs. = Mr. Pococke
failed, with his fquadron, at break of day on the 18th, and the fame
night met Mr. Cornifh’s off Pondicherry : he immediately put fuch
of the troops as were on board the men of war into the Queenfbo-
rough frigate, and fent her away, with the three Indiamen, to Ma-
drafs; where they did not arrive until the 27th, taking ten days
againft the monfoon to gain what with it might have been run in as
many hours. As foon as the troops were landed, 200 from the camp
were embarked, in five Indiamen, for Bengal, with Major Calliaud,
whom Colonel Clive had requefted might be fent to take the com-
mand of the army in that province, if Colonel Coote fhould be de-
tained to ferve on the coaft. Sixty Europeans had been fent a few
days before to Mafulipatam ; but thefe detachments were partly com-
penfated by another exchange of prifoners with Pondicherry, from
whence 170, all that remained there, were delivered, and arrived
on the 17th at Madrafs.

The laft exchange before this'in Auguft had cleared Tritchinopoly
of the remainder of the French prifoners in confinement there. The
numbers which, on.different fuccefles, had been brought into the city,
were 670, all ‘taken .during the campaigns of Colonel Lawrence,
wnder the walls of ithe city 5 ‘but only 400 were remaining to be re-
leafed, in the late-exchanges : of the reft moft had died ; 30 had been
fent on their offer of enlifting to ferve with Mahomed Iffoof in the
countries of Madura and Tinivelly ; and the others, who, although -
foreigners were not Frenchmen, had been admitted toferve in’ the
garrifon of Tritchinopoly, which, the final clearance of its dungcoils _
releafed from the fevereft and moft anxious part of their duty. .
The detachment of go men fent from Madrafs, arrived at the city on
the z6th of Auguft.  The Dutch at Negapatam would not let them
land in their bounds, which obliged them to come on fhore in the open
town of Nagore, where they would have been expofed to-riic':p':e, if

4 there



k- |

Book XI. ~ T'RITCHINOPOLY.

there had been a ftrong force in the French fort of Katical. With
this reinforcement the garrifon had 250 eftimated Europeans, moft
of whom were invalids, deferters, or topaffes, and 3000 Sepoys ;
and the Nabob ftill maintained his 1000 horfe, which had afforded
parties fufficient to {ecure the revenues of the diftricts of Tritchinopoly
{outh of the Coleroon, of Seringham on the other fide, and even farther
on toVolcondah, before the detachment with Fumel had extended the
authority of the French government as far as Utatoor. The inter-
mediate villages, of which the French had lately taken pofleflion, Had
remained for many months before unmolefted, and were flourithing ;
and, as foon as it was known that Fumel was returning from Volcon-
dah to Pondicherry, Captain Jofeph Smith detached Captain Richard
Smith, with 180 Europeans, four guns, 800 Sepoys, and 500 of
the Nabob’s horfe, to recover the country that had been loft.
They marched on the 18th of September; “but had only croffed
the Coleroon, when news of the arrival of the French fquadron

at Pondicherry alarmed the Nabob fo much, that, to quiet his.
apprehenfions, all the Europeans, with 600 of the Sepoys, were "

recalled into the city; but the horfe, with the other 200 Sepoys,
went on to Utatoor. Colonel Brereton, when determined to
march againft the French at Vandiwath, had enjoined” Jofeph Smith
to undertake fome enterprize which might draw off a part of their
force from their ftations towards the Paliar, and oblige them to de-
tain to the fouthward, what might be at this time in thofe quarters :
his letters arrived on the 6th of Ocober. J. Smith had for fome time
meditated an attempt to retake Devi Cotah by furprize, to give the
{quadron a certain ftation, from which they might be fupplied with
water and provifions, without begging leave, as it were, of the Danes
and Dutch. “The'épportunity was at this time probable ; for, confiding
in the remotenefs of its fituation from any of the Englith ftations, and
wanting troops in other parts, Mr. Lally had reduced the garrifon to
30 Europeans and 100 Sepoys; and the Coleroon, which difem-
bogueth into the fca near Devi Cotah, was at this time full and rapid.
On the night of the gth, Captain Richard Smith, with 140 Europeans
and Topafles, 300 Sepoys, ‘two petards, and {fome fcaling ladders,

Vor. II. Zz7 embarked
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embarked in two large boats, which ferved as ferries over the Cole-
roon, and. thirteen of wicker, covered with leather, which are like-
wife ufed on the fame river. Lieutenant Horne, 'Wifﬁ'_"sap. Sepoys,
and two field-pieces, marched two days before to Tatijore, ‘and ¢lie
Naboby’s hotfe, with the 200 Sepoys, advariced from Outatoor to the
diftrics of Verdachelum; all the three parties were to join, and e
tack Chilambarum, if the attempt on Devi Cotah fucceeded. It was
expelted, that the current would carry the boats down in 6o hours,

‘ although the diftance by the courfe of the river is 205 miles. Heavy+

rains commenced as foon as the troops were embatked, and conti-
nued this and the fucceeding day. At the noon of the r1th
they landed in an unfrequented part covered with wood to drefs
their meal and clean their arms; in the eﬂfuilxi'gl night, one of the
large boats, in which was Enfign Hunterman, with half ‘the Eu-
ropeans and Topafies, the {caling ladders and petards, and feven of
the fmaller boats, loft the main channel of the river, and entered
into that which leads from it on the: left toward: Chilambarum,
and foon after ran aground on a bank of fand; where feeing no--
thing of the other boats, and uncertain whether they were before

_or behind, or whether they might not likewife have ftruck

on fome fand, Hunterman refolved to remain where he was until

~ day-light ; before which, Captain Smith, with the reft of the boats,

was arrived at the rendezvous, five miles from Devi Cotah, and
waiting for thofe with Hunterman, which did not come up until
the evening. This delay difcovered the detachment.  Neévere
thelefs Captain Smith marched acrofs the land, and took poit on.
the 14th, intending to efcalade in' the enfuing night. Two broad:
and deep channels of the Coleroon pafs- along theinorth and fouth-

fides of the fort; the ground to the weft was at this time a morafs ;-

the eaftern face ﬁaﬁding on dry fand, was the only part acceffible ;.
but had a dry diech and glacis'; both, however, flight. The boats.
carrying the troops dropt down the north channel to the ftrand,,
where all landed. 'The Europeans were to efcalade; the Sepoys to-
fuftain them, and’ no fire was to be given by aity égjf':ﬁny caufe,.
fcfore. the Europeans had gained footing 'on the fampart,. The

2. ' moon:
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moon was rtifen, and ‘the Edropeans with the ladders were
neverthelefs at the' foot of the wall before they were difcovered
“by the garrifon, who immediately thronged and fired; which
the Sepoys at the creft of the glacis, who fhared part of it, returned
in much hurry and confufion, and then ran away ; on which Cap-
tain Smith feeing no farther probability of fuccefs, ordered the Fu-
ropeans to retreat Tikewife. Thirty of them had continued in the
' 'boats, ‘unable to move with fiwelled legs, acquired by fetting 6o
“hours: up to their knees in water 3 and nine, who were foreigners,
“had deferted. The next day he received intelligence of the répulfe
of the Englith troops at Vandiwath, fignified with apprehenfions
“of evil confequences from the ill fuccefs; and this news, with the
mifchances of his party, and the preparation of the garrifon rendered

farther perfeverance imprudent. In the morning the difabled men
were {ent off to Atchaveram, and the reft followed in the afternoon.

The fwelling of the rivers had prevented Horne’s detachment from ad-

vancing beyond Tanjore ; and if they had, the news of the repulfe

" at 'Vandiwath, would equally have prevented the attempt on Chi-

lambarum ; and. they were ordered to return to ‘Tritchinopoly.
Captain Smith followed, with his own detachment, and all the
ftores, through the country along the fouth bank of the Coleroon, and
arrived on the 24th. The {fmall boats were burnt for want of hands
to carry them back, but the two larger were left to be towed up, as
{oon as the frethes were pafled.

All the revenues colleéted by the French government, even when
their pofleflions were moft extended, had never fufficed for the ex-
pences of the field, - Much ground had lately been recovered by the
Englith ; whofe reinforcements, and their late, although unfuccefsful,
attack on Vandiwath alarmed the country on the fouth of the Paliar;
in which many of the villagers were quitting their fields, which
gave the renters fpecious pretexts to require abatements on their

leafes from the adminiftration of Pondicherry. No money, and many

debts remained in the treafury there ; and thelate revolt demonitrated
that the troops could not be trufted for the time to come any
longer than they fhould be firi&ly paid. The only part of the pro-
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whether under the French, the Englith, or the Nabob’s au-
which had lately remained exempt from ravage, contribu-
tions, or military operations, was the country from Outatoor to the
fouthern diftri@s of Tritchinopoly, including the rich and fertile
ifland of Seringham ; 'where the approaching harveft of December,
which is by far the greateft of the year, promifed in this, a more
abundant crop than ufual. The government’s fhare was valued at
600,000 rupees, and would be received in February. From thefe
confiderations Mr. Lally refolved to take poffeflion of thefe coun-
tries, with a force {ufficient to keep the garrifon of Tritchinopoly
within their walls. But as this could not be effefted, without ex-
pofing the ftations and country near the Paliar to rifque, by the fub-
ftraGion of fuch a number of troops as would be fent away to the
fouthward, he meant to ftation 800 men near Arcot, who were to move
to the relief of any place that might be attacked ; and, with this af-
fiftance in profpect, he fuppofed that the garrifons he thould leave in
the forts, although very flender, would defend themfelves to extre-
mity, and protra& the fuccefles of the Englith force, until his ob-
je& to the fouthward was accomplithed.. Mr. Deleyrit, and the
Council of Pondicherry, objected to the feparation of the army, as
fraught with the moft dangerous confequences. Mr. Lally imputed
their repugnance to the intention he had declared of farming out the
colle&tions under his own infpe&tion, by which they would be de-
prived, as he fuppofed, of their ufual perquifites ; and they attributed
his propenfity to the expedition to the fame {pirit of peculation.

T'o confirm the appearance of maintaining the Paliar, a detachmentof
somen of Lally’s regiment attacked three companies of Sepoys, pofted
in a village called Checkrimalore, fituated on the {outh bank of the
river, in a line oppofite to Conjeveram ; but the Sepoys ftood firm,
killed five, and took three men, with an officer mortally wounded.
Two companies were likewife pofted at Salawauk, between Outra-
malore and Chinglapett, of which Lieutenant Fletcher drew off one
to ftrengthen the efcort proceeding with the laft exchange of French
prifoners to Sadrafs; on which the French guard at OQutramalore
drove away the other company remaining at Salawauk ; but a few
days

vince,
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days after, Lieutenant Fletcher recovered this poft. At the fame

time, parties and detachments were continually moving, to accom-
plith the difpofitions Mr. Lally had arranged. The troops allotted
for the fouthern expedition were goo Europeans, of which 100 were
cavalry, 1000 Sepoys, 200 black horfe, and ten pieces of cannon;
under the command of Mr. Crillon ; their rendezvous was at

Thiagar, to which they reforted from different parts by various
11 affembled there on the eleventh of November.

routes, and were a
Neither the prefidency of .Madrafs, nor Captain Smith at Trit-
chinopoly, obtained any certain account of their force or inten-
tions. 'The Nabob’s horfe, with the 500 Sepoys, which had been
fent to Verdachelum, and had done no little mifchief during
their excurfion, had returned to Utatoor on the 12th, and were halt-
ing there on the rsth, when they difcovered an advanced party of
the enemy, which: they fuppofed the whole, and immediately re-
 treated to Pitchandah ; a few hours after, the enemy came up to
Samiaveram, and the next day, their horfe advanced, and reconnoitered
the banks-of the Coleroon, and then fell back and took 'poft with the
reft in the village and pagoda of Munfurpet., The whole force
was 35 Europeans, 100 Coffrees, goo Sepoys, two guns, and fome:
black horfe, commanded by a partizan and two {ubalterns ;3 of which
Jofeph Smith obtained right intelligence; and early the next mern-
ing fent out 10 companies of Sepoys, 120 Europeans and topafles, fix
field-pieces, and 400 of the Nabob’s horfe, under the command of his:
fecond Richard Smith, and from the intimacy between them he:
accompanied the detachment as a volunteer. They crofled the Caveri.
and Coleroon oppofite to the city. The village of Munfurpet
had rice-fields in front, through which the road onwards to the Co~
Jeroon - was 4 caufeway raifed above them ; fo that the enemy had noat-
tack to fear on this fide, and their retreat was open to Samiaveram
and Utatore. The banks of the Coleroon are fteép and high, and
the water at this time was fo low as to run only in fimall channels,’
leaving large beds of fand, and a fhore of it, under the banks. Three

companies of Sepoys were fent up the bank with the colours of all
' ther
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1759. ' the companies, which they difplayed at proper diftances to refemble,
" hilt the main body of the detachment filed unfeen under the
‘bank, two miles on to the left,<when quitting the. river, they con-
tmued their march in the bed of a water-courfe then dry, which led
to the north, and brought them on two miles, flill undifcovered, until
-they were in a line with Munfurpet, when the water-courfe turn-
-ing another way the troops came out of it ; and as they were afcend-
ing a rifing ground juft before them, within a mile and a half of
Munfurpet, were for the firft time perceived Dy the enemy there;
whofe confufion was much lefs than might have been expe@ed from
the furprize. | They got, although in hurry, their line into order,
and began to retreat faft in order to gain Sanﬁavg;a_m, The Nabob’s
‘horfe were detached to harrafs and impede their front, and by hard -
driving four of the field-pieces were brought near enough to fire upon
their line of march, when they very imprudently unlimbered their
guns to return this fire. Neverthelefs the p}lrﬁlit_lzgﬁegi four miles,
when they halted in a _village, to ftand the brunt; but were {foon
beat from their guns, and the whole broke, and every*man begged
quarter. One officer, 15 Europeans, and 30 Coffrees, were made
prifoners; moft of the reft of thefe troops were killed during the purfuit
andfight. Someof theSepoys were cut down in thebeginningof the rout
by the Nabob’s horfe, who were immediately ordered to fpare all who
flung down their arms. The two guns, two tumbrils, a great quantity
-of ammunition, all the baggage, and an elephant, were taken, Captain
Richard Smith converfing with one of the prifoners, obtained in-
formation from him of the force with Mr. Crillon, and, to his great
{urprize, that it would encamp this very evening at Utatore, and ad~
vance on the morrow. Fatiguing as the fervice of the day had been,
no time was to be loft. The whole detachment, with their pri~:
foners and {poils, returned that night to the bank of the Coleroon,
and {lept on their arms, and early the next morning began tocr@fs
the river, in which a fudden freth was coming down, which ebliged

_ November.

+the latter part of the detachment to pafs in boats, and the laft boat
in which was onecof the guns, was driven on a fand, _ﬁl_j@‘:&yhgnce,
it took four hours to releafe it, and four men were drowned in the

' -attempt ;
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dttempt 3 and by this time the foremoft of Crillon’s troops appeared on
the bank of the river. The flood kept them there until the 20th, when
ﬁheg.géfdﬁ'ed into the Ifland of Seringham, and enc;ampé"d_ oppofite
to'the wefk face of the pagoda, in which Captain J. Smith had ftationed
300 Sepoys, soo colleries armed with their long lances, and two
field-pieces, Wlth European guhners. The outward wall of the pa-
soda, being 4o feet high, can ncither be defended nor efcaladed ; and,
if battered down, which would be tedious, the ruins would be dif-
ficult to Pai*s “The great' gateway iswithin, 40 feet high, 36 broad,
and ‘4o through to the infide of the pagoda. ~ As it is impoflible to

weild gates of fucha furface, a wall 206 feet high had been taifed

acrofs the middle of the paffage, andin the wall was left an opening,

“in which likewife no gate had been ereted. A trench was therefore.

dégacrofsthe 'jaaffa‘gé-in front, and’a parapet was raifed behind the open-
ing for the field-pieces. At day-break on the 21, the French advanced

their heavieft canbon, which foon beat down the partition-wall, and
difabled the field-picces on the parapet. They then tan to the aflault,
and ‘-ﬁorﬂze%‘-tﬁe&-ﬁay'iu; not without much refiftance from the -
Sepoys, but véry little from the colleries. Irritated by their lofs, .

they refufed quafter for fome time after all refiftance had ceafed,
They then turned out whom they had fpared, when the mufketry
fired upon them as they were going away, and fome of the European

horfe rode after and cut down others: but neither with'the permif~-

fion of their officers. 'The garrifon of Tritchinopoly beheld this
wanton ¢meity from the walls; but could give no relief. Few of
the Sepoys regained the city, and one of the three compafiies was

intirely loft.  Jofeph Smith reproached Crillon feverely for this.

barbarity. '

"The prefidenicy, as foon' as certified of the deftination of this part.

of the French army, refolved that the whole of their own fliould im--

mediately take the field. The choice of operations was left to Colonel .

Coote, who on the 21ft of November came from Madrafs toConjeve-
tam, where the largeft divifion of the troops were in cantonment.

Having taken the command, he immediately affembled ‘a council of.

war, in which it was . agreed, that the feparated ‘and diftant ' fitua~-
| “tions
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tions of the enemy’s troops, left a fair oppottunity to reduce the fort

of Vandiwath, which it was determined to try. 'The troops which

had landed with Colonel Coote, joined the camp at Conjeveram on

the 23d; from whence Captain Prefton was fent off the fame day
with his own company of infantry and of the pioneers, to remain

at Chinglapett, in readinefs to advance with them when called for

to Vandiwath, bringing likewife two eighteen-pounders and a howitz.
"T'he next evening Major Brereton proceeded with a ftrong detachment
to attack Trivatore; and on the 25th Colonel Coote with the main
body advanced ‘towards Arcot, where all the enemy’s troops in the

field were encamped. Thefe difpofitions were meant to perplex their

guefs of what blow was intended ; they had moft reafon to expeét

againft Arcot, but neverthelefs concluded Vandiwath.

A party fent forward by Major Brereton invefted Trivatore at nine
at nighe, but kept their guards fo negligently, that the garrifon,
which were only a company of Sepoys, efcaped through them be-
fore morning. Major Brereton, leaving two companies of Sepoys in
Trivatore, marched on with his divifion, and arrived the next day,
which was the 26th, at Vandiwafth. Early the next morning they
affaulted the pettah and carried it, after a flight refiftance from fome °
Sepoys; but without any lofs. . -

Colonel Coote arrived the fame morning with his divifion at Arcot,
where he faw nothing of the enemy’s troops on the ground of their
encampment near the town. They hadfent a detachment on thenight
of the 24th, preceding the morning thatColenelCoote began his march,
which attacked the Englith poft at Checkrimalore, where the three
companies of Sepoys had juft been reinforced, without the enemy’s
knowledge, with 5o Europeans from Conjeveram. Theirdetachmentat-
tacked before day-break of the 25th, and were repulfed, with the lofs
of 20 Eurppeans, and their, commanding officer, and retreated imme-
diately to- Chittapet; to which, .as appointed the general rendez-
vous, the reft of the troops in the field at Arcot were on their march
in the evening of the 26th, whilft Colonel Coote’s divifion was ap-
proaching the ground they were quitting. In the evening of the
27th, fome hours after his arrival at Arcot, Colonel Coote received

4 _ an



-

‘Book XI. ' Tue CARNABIC, ji

an exprefs from Major Brereton of his fuccefs on the pettah of Van-
diwafh ; and immediately made a forced march towardshim, The next
day, he left Major Monfon to bring on the line, and proceeding with
the cavalry, arrived before noon at Vandiwath ;3 where Brereton had
almoft completed a battery for the two eighteen-pounders which
accompanied his divifion, It was erefted in the weilern pettah,
againft the tower and cavalier in the s. w. angle of the fort. In
the night, another battery was begun near the ~. w. angle of the
fouthern: pettah, direétly oppofite’ to the fame tower; and both
were compleated betore the morning ; but as the two eighteen-
pounders expeéted from Chinglapett were not arrived, two ‘twelve-
. pounders brought up from the line were mounted in their ftead. "Hi-
therto the enemy had fired day and night from the walls, and only
flightly wounded one man. The fire of the batteries opened with
the day, which was the 29th, and the tower attacked was filenced,
and a pracicable breach made in it, before noon : when Colonel Coote
fummoned the French officer, who anfwered, that he fhould obey
the orders We had received, to defend the fort to extremity. The
batteries then continued to difmantle other parts of the defences ; and
in the evening Major Monfon came up, with the main body of
the army.

In the morning, the Kellidar fent fome of his officers and fer-
vants, to ftipulate for his own fecurity in the event.  Colonel Coote
pledged himfelf fo_ continue him in the fort, and in the rent of the
diftridts, as a dependent of the Company, if he would, with his own
troops, feize, and deliver up thofe he had admitted belonging to the
French ; but infifted on a pofitive anfwer by two in the afternoon ;
at which hour no anfwer came ; but a little after, the French foldiers
appeared on the walls, and called out, that they would deliver up the
fort. Colonel Coote chanced to be at the battery, and immediately
ordered a company of Sepoys to advance, and take pofieflion of the

ateway ; who when they came there, were told that the key was
with the Kellidar. This baulk might have produced untoward con-
{equences, 1f Colonel Coote, at the fame time that he fent the Sepoys

to the gate, had not advanced himfelf with another company to the.

Vor. II. 4 A breach,
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breach, which they entered without oppofition ; and being immedi-
ately followed by fome of the officers with the picquet, no refiftance
was attempted in any part of the fort. The troops belonging to
the French were five {ubaltern officers, 63 private Europeans, and
100 Sepoys ; the Kellidar’s, 500 horfemen and foot. In this {uceefs,
not a man of the Englith troops was killed, and only five were
wounded. The Englith forces had thrice before been againft this

-place, and in the laft were repulfed, as we have lately feen, with as

much lofs as they had fuffered in any aion in thefe wars. The
Kellidar had figned the treaty, juft as the troops entered ; but his
importance in the province, his relation to the family of Chunda-
faib, his long connexion with the French government, and his in-
veterate enmity to the Nabob Mahomedally, weighed unjuftly more
than the refpe¢t due to a contra& of which he was fulfilling his
part. He was brought to Madrafs, behaved haughtily, and would
give no account of his treafures, which he had fent away to Coilas
Guddy, a fort on one of the higheft hills near Velore, in which
refided the widow of Subderally Cawn. The Nabob faid, that the
making him prifoner was of more importance than the redu@ion of
the fort, but offered to releafe him for ten lacks of rupees.

The French troops in the field had made no motion from Chittapet
to interrupt the attack ; and, as their inaétion rendered it unneceffary
to march againft them, Colonel Coote refolved to attack Carangoly,
before they were remnforced fufficiently to rifque an engagement.
Carangoly is fituated 35 miles w.s. w. from Vandiwath, 12 to the
fouth a little wefterly from Chinglapett, and 18 from Sadrafs and
the fea. The fort is large, having four not very unequal fides, of
which the circumference is 1500 yards. It is built of ftone, and
has, before the main wall and the towers, a parapeted faufebray, and
a wet ditch.  The four fides nearly face to the cardinal points of the
compafs ; a pettah, feparated from the fort by an efplanade, and
extending in a curve, intirely enveloped the north, and part of the weft
and: eaft faces of the fort. As the weakeft part, becaufe neareft to the
oppofite pettah, the French had thrown up a glacis before the north
front, but had not completed it before the tower in the N E. angle.

The



X |
Lt '_- % 0l
S e g i ~;;:K

GOLY.

CARA]
A The Forr

*b.c Jio Batteresr eack of 2 Eghteert Lovaders
A Howetzer lo crjileede .

e . The Bréach .

Lo anG :!m yurds

P b
R e

=
i
4

. 4

Y - =
Lo




Book XI. : Tue CArRNATIC.

"Fhe army, by detachmerits; entered the pettali, on the gth of
‘December, and wete expofed to fome fire from the fort, which killed
a grenadier. ‘The attack was confined to the north front, which,
befides the two round towers in the angles, had the ufual voluminous
defences of a gateway, and a {quare tower on each hand of it ; inall
five projeétions. On the 6th the army had finithed, and began to fire
from, a battery of two eighteen-pounders, oppofite the {quare tower
next the round one in the angle on the left of this front. One of
the guns fired to breach in the angle of the curtan on the left of
the fquare tower, and the other to take off the flanking fire of the
round : but the fire of the fort was much fuperior; for befides
feveral old guns long belonging to the fort, the French had nine
excellent pieces well mounted, which they brought to this face ; and
embrafures not only in the gate-way, but in the two towers on the
right of it, commanded the battery ; to oppofe which another battery
for two guns was raifed on the left of the firft, which opened on
the 7th in the morning, and the eight-inch howitz was planted in
the N.w. part of the pettah, which firing dead fh:lis in recochet
infiladed in its whole length the rampart of the front attacked. At
noon of this day the breach appeared pratticable, and Colonel Coote
fummoned the commandant, Colonel O’ Kenelly, an Irifhman, and
an officer of reputation in Lally’s regiment, fignifying that, if he
perfifted, the garrifon would be expofed to the fame treatment as had
been inflicted on the troops taken by affault at Seringham. O Ke-
nelly anfwered, that, as the letter was not dire&ed in French, he
had not opened it ; and as foon as the trumpet who brought it had
reached the pettah, recommenced the fire. It continued hotly on
the 8th and gth ; when Colonel Coote advanced a zig-zag from the
breaching battery. = On the 1oth in the morning, there only re-
mained fhot for two hours ; and more had been fent for from Ching-
lapett ; but before the batteries ceafed, a flag of truce, little expeéted,
appeared on the walls. Time was at this time of more importance
than any thing but the difgrace of a repulfe, and Coote granted al-
moft all that was afked. The garrifon, which confifted of 100 BEuro-
peans, including officers, marched out with their arms, two rounds

4 A2 4 man,

545
1759-
——
Diecember.



546
1759:
w

November,

Tur War oF COROMANDEL, Book. XI.

a man, fix days provifions, colours flying, and drums beating : the
Sepoys were difarmed, but likewife fet free.  Four of the nine guns
belonging to the French had been difmounted, two Europeans were
killed, and five dangeroufly wounded. The Sepoys had fuffered’
more. The lofs of the Englith troops was lieutenant Campbell of
the artillery ; a grenadier, a Sepoy, and a Topafs mortally wounded.
On the 12th, the army encamped again at Vandiwafh ; where
they were joined the fame day by Captain More, with his detach-
ment from the northward. Thefe troops had advanced, accom-
panied by thofe at T'ripetti as far as Nelore, and were joined on the
road by the party of Europeans ftationed there with licutenant
Elliot 5 but the troops of Nazeabullah although ready had net
ftirred a ftep from the walls; he neverthelefs pretended that the
dread of his preparations had been the principal caufe of Baffaulut
Jung’s retreat out of the Carnatic. All alarms having ceafed in this
part of the country, Captain More fent back Elliot’s party to
Nelore, and thofe which had come from Tripetti, and returned
with his own divifion by the way of Tripaflore to Conjeveram.
Colonel Coote, when marching againft Vandiwath, had ordered
Captain Wood, if to be done with fafety, to advance from. Covre-

- pauk, and take poft in the city of Arcot, in order to prevent the

French garrifon in the fort there from colletting provifions. Wood
arrived in the town on the 28th, with 300 Sepoys, 5o Europeans,
and 5o black horfe, who, without the leaft oppofition, took pof- -
feflion of the Nabob’s palace and the adjacent flreets, although
not half a mile from the fort; where they obliged the French renter
and the principal inhabitants to redeem the reft of their property,
by furnithing at the market-price a large quantity of rice, ‘of which
the fcarcity was encrealing every: day by a general failure of the
harveft in this pait of the country. Captain 'More’s detachment
was ordered to join Captain Wood’s on their return, and both to
make preparations for the attack of the fort of Arcot, againt which
Colonel Coote intended to march as foon as he had reduced Caran-
goly. They had colle@ed fafciiies and other materials, azxd"ixﬁﬂ even |
begun to conftrudt one of the batteries, when they ‘were'obliged ta
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defift, and retire, on the gth, by 'the approach of Mr, Bufly: re-
turning from the northward with a much larger force than had
accompanied him out of the province.

After fifteen days march, and three o_f' halt, Mr. Bufly, with hi':s
detachment; arrived on the roth of November at Baffaulut Jung's
camp, which was lying on a plain, fix miles from the city of Cu-

dapah. « The diftance from Arcot in the direct line is 110° miles,.
nearly northis but 300 by the road, which winds more than two.

thirds of the way along the valleys of rocky mountains.. The
French detachment with Baflaulut Jung, the Europeans as well as
the Sepoys, were, for want of money, in want even of food ; and to
maintain them, their officers had fold every thing of their own, but
their cloaths : from fimilar diftreffes, although: not {o. fevere, the

' troops of Baffaulut Jung were ready to revolt. His propofals to Mr..

Bufly were, ¢ that the French fhould regard him as the abfolute
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"« mafter of the province of Arcot, thould' furrender-to his authority .

<6 411 the countries. of which they were in pofleflion, whether in this

“ province or in the dependencies of Tritchinopoly, and he would.

« account with them for one-third of the produce ; but whatfoever
« might hereafter be conquered; fhould become entirely his own, free
< of-this deduétion.. All affairs and tributes were to be regulated” by
«¢ the Dnan he thould appoint. The French were to fivear they would

« offift him againft Nizamally, if he thould enter the Carnatic ;.

« with whom. they: fhould make no treaty without the participation
< of Baflaulut Jung ; and, after they had conquered or made . peace

«¢ with the Englifh, {hould furnith him with a body of troops, to.

« make war on Nizamally. After the peace, he was to.be put in

s full pofleffion. of the: whole Carnatic; and its dependencies, ac--

¢ cording to the ancient-ufages, when the French were no longer

¢ to. be entitled to any part of the revenues. He might: return,

<« jnto the Decan, whenfoever he pleafed 5 and, during his abfence
«¢ from his capital of Adoni, the French were to furnith a- detach-
« ment of 300 Europeans, and 2000 Sepoys, withartillery, ammu-

«¢ nition, and ftores, to garrifon this place ; and ‘the expence of this.

. hody of troops might be. dedudted out-of his fhare of the revenues.
A Qf
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¢ of the Carnatic. As his troops were unpaid,and fince the difafter

« of Nazirjing were afraid of ferving in the Carnatic, Mu, Bufly
<¢ fhould immediately lend him four lacks of rupees to be;_diﬁpibuted
< amongft them as the only means of engaging themto march. If
<¢ this agreement thould not take effect after his arrival at Axcot, he
<< and his army fhould be reconduéted out of the province with
< friendthip and good faith.” . The tenor of thefe terms bore the
frongeft marks of Sampetrow’s advice: M Bufly anfwered them
by other propofals, which left the iffue of every one made by
Baffaulut Jung uncertain, and liable to future difcuffions and ar-

-rapgements. The perfonal conferences only widened the difference,

by difcovering more dearly to each the views of the other; but
Baffaulut Jung took no perional difguft to Mr. Bufly, and at his
folicitation iffued patents fubjecting, at leaftin words, the whole
province of Arcot to the government of Mr. Lally, and enjoning
all the chiefs and feudatories to pay 'him the ufual tributes and
obeifance. In the fame plain where Baflaulut Jung and Bufly were
encamped, were likewife lying two other confiderable bodies of
troops, the one a detachment of 3000 Morattoes appointed. to guard
that, part of the territory of Cudapah, which had. been ceded the
year before the laft to the Morattoe jurifdiction; the other was a
body of 2500 Pitan horfe, belonging to the Nabob of Cudapah.
M. Bufly, by former intercourfes, knew the officers of both. The
Pitans lent him money, which enabled him to nlift roo of their
horfe, the fame number of Baffaulut Jung’s, and 200 of the Mo~
rattoes ; and to fupply the immediate: wants of the French troops at-
tending Baflaulut Jung, and his own detachment, which he now
joined into one body under his own command. This whole force
collected, confifted of 350 European infantry, 100 European horfg,
2500 Sepoys, of which soo were Arabs or Abyflinians, 8oo black:
horfe, and 10 pieces of cannon ; with which he marched away on

- the 16th of November, five days after his arrival, returning by the

fame way he had come. On the roth of December, he arrived: at
Arcot, from whence his approach had obliged Captain Moore and
Waod to return with their detachments. to Covrepauk, and from

hence
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hence Captain Moore proceeded with his to the army at Carangoly,
to which 1t added 180 Europeans, 1200 Sepoys, and 160 black horfe.
The Europeans replaced the number which were left in garrifon at
Vandiwath and Carangoly, and the Sepoys were more.

‘The lofs of theiz places was the fevereft reproach of the error
which Mr. Lally had committed in detaching fo great a part of
his force to the fouthward : of which he himfelf was fo {enfible,
that he juftified it only by the diftiefs to which he was reduced for
money to fupply the immediate pay and fubfiftance of the army. He
now fent exprefles to recall them all, excepting 300 Europeans, which
were to be left in the pagoda of Seringham. The main body of the
French troops remained waiting their arrival at Chittapet. Mr. Bufly
left his force about the town of Arcot, and went himfelf to Pondi-
cherry. 'The horfe he brought fpread themftlves, and committed
every kind of ravage and deftrution as far as Conjeveram, between
the Paliar and the mountains. A_body of Morattoes belonging to
Morarirow had been for fome time at the pafs of Cudapanatam, w. of
Velore ; they were commanded by Innis Khan_, whom we have {een
ferying in the former wars of Tritchinopoly. Both Madrafs and
Pondicherry had agents in their camp, treating for their fervice. The
Englifh, Morarirow knew, had moft money ; and pretending, that
he had incurred great charges in preparing a body of troops at their
requifition, to march to their affiftance before the fiege of Madrafs,
for which he had not been paid, the terms he now demanded were
peremptory, and the rates high. They endeavoured to bargain
lower 3 and he, asthe fhorteft means, in his own politics, to make
them conclude immediately, accepted 20,000 rupees from the French

agents, and fent a thoufand of his horfe through the hills, who did .

not join their e¢amp, but in two days were on the Englith ground
between Arcot and Conjeveram. .

Colonel Cocte, with the army, marched from Vandiwath on

the 13th, and encamped the next evening at Papantanguel, a
town fix miles forward in the road from ‘Frivatore to Arcot; in
which fituation, half a day’s march enabled him to interfect

the enemy’s troops moving to join each other, thth'é,r'-'from Arcot, ,
4 g ' or .
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cor from Chittapet; but none appeared; for few of the returning
troops from Seringham, and none they expeted from Pondicherry,
were as ‘yet come up; and the divifion remaining at Arcot was
too weak to venture, before the others were advanced near enoughy,
to enfure the jun&ion. ' On the 16th, the army marched, and
m_lcainped at Muleawady, fix miles nearer Arcot, but fHll to the
fouth of the Paliar. By this time, the horfe brought by Mr,
Bufiy, and the Morattoes let loofe by Morarirow, were committing
every kind of ravage and defolation in the country to the north
£ this river, and as far as within 2o miles of Madrafs. Thoufands
of cattle were fwept off in as many days, which they fold to

‘the firft purchafer, at feven or eight for a rupee, and then made

them again the booty of the next excurfion. “With this experience,
the inhabitants would no longer redeém them ; after which, no fub-
miflions exempted themfelves from the fword, and all abandoned the
villages ‘and open country, to feclthelter in the woods, forts, and
hills neareft their reach. Not a ‘man ventured himfelf or his bul-
lock with a bag of rice to the camp ; which, for three days, were
totally deprived of this ftaple food. Exceflive rains fell during the
ryth and all the next day, which the tents could not refift; and

+ from the neceffity of affording the troops fome repofe, Colonel Coote

smnarched from Muleawady on the 1gth, and put the whole arm

ito cantonments in the fort of Covrepauk, and the villages adja-
cent. ‘The next day, he went to Madrafs, to confer with the Pre-
fidency on the meafures neceflary to be taken againft the force
which had been fent to recover the countries of Seringham and
Tritching_\_?oly » for intelligence had not yet been acquired, that the
greateft part of them were recalled.

"Thereduction of Vandiwafh, notwithftanding the lofs of Sering.

‘ham, revived the reputation of the Englith arms in the fouthem

countries. The king of Tanjore fent horfe and foot, and Tondi-
man and the two Moravers their colleries, to the Nabob at Tiritchi-
nopoly. Mr. Lally’s orders, recalling the troops, wvere immediatel

obeyed. . On the gth, 600 European foot, and 100 horfe, left the pa-
goda, and recroffed the Coleroon.  As foon as they were gone, Capt.

X } Jofeph
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Jofeph ngth sefolved to' circumfcribe the troops which remained, as
much as the ftrength of his garrifon allowed, and detached 5oo Se-
poys, and as many Colleries, to inveft Cortqlum, amud fort on the
io)athem bank of the Caveri, 15 miles w. of Tritchinopoly, which
were followed the next day by 300 more Sepoys, two field-pieces,
two cohorns, and 50 Europeans, under the command of Enfign
Morgan. The fort, in which were fome Sepoys, capitulated as {uou
as the cannon appeareds Enfign Morgan then fent half his detach-
ment to attack Totcum, another fort like, and almoft oppofite to
Cortalum, in which were 10 Europeans, and 200 Sepoys, who de-
fended themfelves until Morgan came up with the reft of his force,
when they furrendered. From Totcum, Morgan marched to Samia-
veram, in order to join another detachment fromithe city, when both
were to proceed againft Utatoor. Early on the 16th, Jofeph Smith
received intelligence, that a convoy of ammunition, guarded by a few
Sepoys, were on the roadfrom Utatoor to Seringham ; and at the
fame time, a party of 4o Europeans, and roo Sepoys fent from
Seringham to join and affure the arrival of this convoy, were per-
ceived crofling the Coleroon ; on which he detached 40 Europeans,
400 Sepoys, 200 of the Nabob’s horfe, and fome Colleries, acrofs
both rivers, under the command of Enfign Bridger, with orders
to proceed to Samiaveram, where he was to be joined by Morgan’s
party fromTotcum, and both united, were to take poft at Samiaveram
in order to intercept the return of the enemy’s detachment. At the
fame time, Captain Richard Smith marched out of the city with
100 Europeans, 300 Sepoys, and three guns, and took poft on the
fouthern bank of the Caveni oppofite to the Pagoda of Sering-
ham; where he foon after knew, by a fignal from the rock
of Tritchinopoly, that 100 more Europeans had marched from
the pagoda, and were pafling the Coleroon ; on which, ashad been
concerted, he crofled the Caveri, and kept up the hotteft fire he

‘could againft the gate of the pagoda, which sas returned from
various fcaffoldings within, and Captain Smith was wounded ;

but ftill perfifting, the enemy, as had been forefeen, recalled their
detachment. Soon after Enﬁgn Bridger’s fignals gave token that

Vor., II. 4 B | he
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‘he was in pofleflion of the pagodqs at Samiaveram; but that Enfign
Morgan’s party was not yet come up. The next morning, the
French detachment which firft marched from Seringham, returned
with the convoy from Utatoor, and advanced boldly to the upper pa-
ooda of Samiaveram ; near Wthh, enfign Bridger was prepared to
oppofe them. Oan the firft ﬁrmg, moft of the coolies threw down
their burthens of ammunition, and ran away; on which the
troops, with the' reft, took poft in the lefler pagoda, and, fhutting
the gates, prepared for'defence. But in lefs than an hour, enfign
Morgan, with the whole. of his‘force: fiom Totcurn, appeared,
anid the enemy {urrendered. They were a captain, a heutenant,
and 38 grenadiers. OFf Bndger s detachment, {everal Sepoys with a
Serjeant of one'of the t:ompames, and thl:ce Europeans, were killed.
"Thefe operations were of confequence 3 ?@‘1‘ this being the feafon of
harveft, and the corn ready to reap, the“i‘é‘nters, as ufual, yielded
the :government’s thare, which amounted to 100,000 rupees, to the

ftronger force. The intelligence of thefe fucceffes had not reached

Madrafs, when Colonel Coote arrived there from the camp, but ad-
vices were received that the greateft part of the French force were
returning from thefouthward; neverthelefs, the prefidency were much
inclined to indulge the anxious and repeated requeﬁs of thie Nabob

to reinforce T'ritchinopoly with 200 Europeans, in order fo retake
Seringham and Utatoor, and fo recover the countries which had
lately been loft; with {fo much détriment to his revenues ;' but the
arguments of Colonel Coote, confirmed by the recent example of

- the fame error committed by Mr.Lally,.and its confequences, evinced

the impropriety of diminifthing the army at this time, when it
feemed that the French werg collefting their whole force, ' in order
to rifque the fate of the Carnatic in a general battle.  His reafons
prevailed ; and he returned on the 25th to Covrepauk, where, diir-
ing his abfence, nothing had happened, but a fkirmifh between the

black horfe of the army, which were encreafed to 400, and an

equal body .of Morattoes, whom they beat off. On the 24th, a
detachment of 40 black horfe, with fome Sepoys of the garrifon at
_ Vandiwath,

L]
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Vandiwath, furpnfed aparty of the enemy’s Sepoys, quartered in

a village called Niconum, 15 miles to the fouth, of whom they
killed twelve, and difperfed the reft.

The main body of the Frenchi army from Chittapett, encrmfed
by the returning troops from Seringham, " and svhatfoever more
could be fpared from the garrifons'to the fouth of the Paliar, had
advanced to Arcot, foon after the" Englith filed off to Covrepmk
Thus their whole force, but ﬁronger than before, was once ; again af~
fembled ; and they encamped along the fouth fide of the river quite
up to the fuburbsof the city. On the 26th, Colonel Coote moyed
the Englith army to Chinefimundrum,ya village fix miles from Co-
vrepauk, and five from Arcot, where the ground afforded a very
advantageous encampment ; for a large tank extended in front, a mo-
rafs on each hand, and the only accefs in front and rear was by a
caufe-way. On the 29th, the Generals Lally and Bufly came with
a party of horfe to reconnoitre the camp, and a fkirmith pafied
between them and the out-pofts. The next day, the greateft part
of their horfe appeared again, and, after feveral motions, made an
attack on a guard of Sepoys, pofted in a village called Trimetcherry,
‘about a mile in front of the camp, and cut down feveral of them
in the ftreet; but the reft kept their ground in the houfes, and
revenged the lofs by killing feveral of the horfe, who, feeing other
troops advancing, retireds. On the 31ft, three companies of Sepoys
croffed the giver, and, at three in the morning, entered, and beat
up the camp of the Morattoesy, which lay on the right: of the
French encampment. All fled, as ufual when furprized ; but of the
few fhot which were returned, one chanced to wound Enfign Mere-
dith, who €ommanded the party ; after which, the Sepoys could
not be prevailed upon to purfue their fuccefs by deftroying the ani-
mals and baggage. Thus clofed the year 1759, the third of this
dubious wargiwith the two armies in fight of each other, but nei-
ther rcady for immediate decifion ; for the Englifh were afraid of
the fuperiority of the enemy’s cavalry, and were waiting in .ex-
pectation, not only of drawing off the body of the Morattoes,
which were w1th them, but likewife of being JOlned by 2060 more
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who were ftill remaining with Innis Khan on the other fide of
the mountains. On the other hand, Mr. Lally was likewife nego-
tiating for the fame affiftance, and i1l miftrufted the attachment of
his European troops, fdthough equal in number to the Enghfh
and waited for an addition, by the return of what remained of the
detachment which had been fent in April, under the condu& of Mr
Moracin, to reinforce Mafulipatam.

Not ventaring to land the troops, as Mafulipatam was taken, Mr.
Moracin failed away on the 18th of April, and in five days arrived
at Ganjam, which is fituated at the northern exttemity of the Chi-
cacole province on the fea. ™ The French had long kept a trading-
houfe here, and were conne&ted with Narraindeu, the principal Ra-
Jah in this part of the province the fort and wood of his refidence
is called Moherry, and is fituated twelve miles from the fea-thore,
and thirty miles w.s.w. from Ganjam: Befides Moherry, he had
{ix or feven other forts, which lie more inland, and farther to the
north, His conftant force was 3000 men, befides which he occa-
fionally hired from the other polygars. The Rajah Vizeramrauze,
during his adminiftration under Mr. Bufly in the province of Chi-
cacole, had by fome feverities provoked the hatred of Narraindeu ;
which devolved, after the death of Vizeramrauze, on his fuccefior,
Anunderamrauze, who, as we have feen, had invited and joined
the Englith, whom neverthelefs’ Narraindeu had lefs reafon to
diflike than the French, under whofe authority the vexations he
refented from Vizeramrauze hadioriginated. Neverthelefs Moracin
pmpofed ¢ that their forces united thould march firft againft the

¢ Englith fettlement of Vizagapatam, and then againft Vizianas
¢ garum, the principal refidence of Anunderauze. If f{uccefsful
¢ thus far, they were to go on, until joined by the French army of
““ obfervation, which was with Salabadjing, when Mafulipatam was
¢ ftormed: plobably Salabadjing would affift in retaking this place,
¢ and Narraindeu, in reward for his fervices, was to be placedmtﬂi
¢ the advantages pofiefled by Anunderauze.” Narraindeu accepted
the terms, but with no intention of profecuting the expedmon, any:
farther than the continuance of his own advantages. i

But
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But the French troops, having expeéted to land at Mafulipatam,
were not provided with equipments for long marches, which it re-
quired much time to prepare at Ganjam. There were in the de-
tachment 43 Englith foldiers, who had been taken prifoners, and had
entered into the French fervice, on condition of being only em-
ployed on this expedition. Thirty of thefe men together made.
their efcape foon after they landed, and, through many hardthips,
found their way to Cuttack m Orixa in the middle of May, where
they were relieved by the Englith refident, Mr. Grey, who fent
them to Balafore, from whence they were conveyed to Calcutta.
Seven more arrived at Cuttack in June, and afterwards came in fe-
veral other deferters of other nations. It was the beginning of
July, before Mr. Moracin was ready to march ; by which time, he
had expended all his ready money, and the fubfiftance of the de-
tachment depended on the fale of {ome trumpery commodities, and
the precarious faith of Narraindeu; who, however, accompanied
them with his troops. After three or four marches, they were dif~
trefled to extremity for provifions, which neither the army of Nar-
vaindeu, nor the inhabitants of his towns, would fupply without
money At Burrampoor, a town in the hills, fix miles before you
arrive at Mogherry, the French {oldiers entered the houfes to get
- vicuals ; a fray enfued, and blood was fhed on both fides. = Narrain-

deu, with all his troops, immediately left them; and {fummoned the-

affiftance of the neighbouring chiefs. The French detachment,
having no alternative, marched back towards Ganjam.. Narraindeu,
and his allies, met them in the way, and ftood what they called a

battle; but the European arms, as ufual, eafily difperfed them ;.

and the detachment took poft in Munfurcottah, a town fituated eight
miles from Ganjam, in a country abounding in flocks and grain,

where they colleéted provifions, although furrounded by the enemy ;-

with whom ‘they commenced a negociation, of which Narraindeu
{eemed to be as defirous as themfelves. To conclude it, one of the
French officers, named. Darveu, went to Narraindeu i his camp,

' but accompanied by 40 Europeans, and the fame number of 'Z)Cp()y'h :

On their return, they were attacked by the whole force they had vi-
fited;,
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fited, and all the Europeans excepting three were killed : the Sepoys,
not being o much the obje& of this treachery, fuffered lefs. Mr.
Moracin immediately returned to Ganjam, and encamped within
and round the French fa&ory, which is on the river-fide; and threw
up works fufficient to protect his detachment from attacks through
the avenues of the town, which Narraindeu, and his allies, {urrounded.
Of .the two fhips which brought the detachment, the Harlem had
been difpatched to Arracan for provifions, and the Briftol had
been driven afhore in a hard gale of wind, before the troops marched
to Burrampore. There was on the ftocks on the river-fide a large
{how ; and in the river, feveral {maller veffels bglonging to the fac-
tory, in which they intended to return to Pondicherry with the
northern monfoon, after the Englith {quadron fhould have quitted
the coaft. In the mean time, they continued for many days, fkir-
mifhing with the troops of Narraindeu, who at length offered to treat,

- wvhich produced a ceffation of hoftilities, but no terms of reconei-

liation ; for the demands of the French were in proportion to the in-
juries they had received 3 and Narraindeu only meant to fave the ex-
pences of the field, with fecurity that the French troops would not
make incurfions into his country, after his own fhould have returned
to their quarters. This they promifed, and remained quiet.

In the mean time letters from Narraindeu to Colonel Clive ar-
rived in Bengal, requfting him to fend a body of Europeans, which,
joined by his own force, might eafily take or deftroy the whole of
the Freach detachment with Moracin. ‘The report of the defer-
ters confirmed the feafibility of this project. But the dubious ftate

- of the Englifh affairs, and the decreafe of their military force in Bengal

{carcely permitted any farther diminution of it: however, Colonel
Clive, with his ufual {pirit of enterprize, determined to try theex pe-
riment. Sixty Europeans, half of them artillery men, were em-
barked on the Hardwicke, which had 100 Europeans as her crew.
The thip failed out of the river on the zoth of September, and on the
7th of O&ober anchored in the road of Ganjam under Dutch colours.
T'wo French officers immediately came on board to enquire news,
and were detained prifoners. Captain Samfon then went afhore un-

der
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der a paflport to Moracin, magnified the force he had brought, faid
more was coming, and propofed that he thould furrender his whole
detachment to avoid unneceflary bloodfhed. But Moracin had ob-
tained jufter intelligence. Samfon then landed meffengers which
got to Narraindeu, who being by this time certified that the French
detachment wouldfoon go away of their own accord, had no farther
motive or inclination to renew hoftilities againft them : but neverthe-~
lefs promifed Sampfon that he would foon appear with his army,
and again inveft the town. A civil intercourfe of meflages conti-
nued between them until the 2oth, when Sampfon being convinced
that he intended to do nothing, failed away for Bengal.

In the beginning of November, Mr. Moracin embarked from Gan-
jam with 40 Europeans in a floop, and on the 11th landed at Coca-
nara, which lies clofe to the fea, on the right-hand of a {mall river,
about 20 miles N. E. of the eaftern arm of the Godaveri. On thisarm
are fituated the Englifh and French faftorzes of Ingeram and Yanam.
Of the pni'oners taken at Mafulipatam, moft of thofe who had been
admitted to give their parole, had departed, and wererefiding at Yanam,
waiting for embarkations to proceed to Pondicherry : and, on this
pretence, went to Moracin at Cocanara, and informed hini fully
of the ftate of affairs in this part of the country. The diftricts from
the Godaveri to Cocanara, were under the government of Jugga-
pettyrauze, anear relation of Anunderauze. 'They had long been
at enmity, and when Anunderauze invited the Englith, Jaggapetty
joined the French, and with his troops accompanied them at the
battle of Peddipore. After the victory Colonel Forde granted
away his countries to Anunderauze, who hitherto, for want of the
affiftance he expeéted from the Englifh, had not ventured to employ
his own force to get pofleflion. = Jaggapetty neverthelefs expect-
ing to be attacked by him, had kept the field on the weftern arm
of the Godaveri, and from his camp correfponded with Mr. An-
drews, the Englifh chief at Mafulipatam, to revoke the ceffion made
to his rival. His fort of Samel Cotah is only ten miles inland from
Cocanara. Moracin fent agents thither and to his camp, to propofe
an alliance, informing him of the force that was following from

2 Ganjam,
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Ganjam, and promifing more from Pondicherry. Jaggapetty nei-
ther concluded, nor rejeted the propofal ; but neither he nor his
people at Samel Cotah gave even the common affiftances of the
country to the troops with Moracin ; who, for want of provifions,
committed violences, were refifted, and moft of them were either
feized by the officers of the diftrict, or took fervice with them ;
which reduced Moracin to re-embark on the floop with five or fix,
the remainder of his party ; they failed on the r1gth, and a few days
after arrved at Pondlcherry
The troops remaining at Ganjam were 250 eftimated Europeans,
but of which half were Topafles, and 100 Sepoys. They embarked
under the command of the Chevalier Poete, on the fnow and two
floops, rigged and manned with the ftores and crew of the Briftol :
they arrived at Cocanara on the 19th of December ; and Poete fent
athore fifty Europeans, and the Sepoys, to try the inclinations of
Jaggapettyrauze : immediately after they landcd a hard gale of
wind drove the two floops afhore. :
The troops fent from Bengal with Colonel Forde had received
repeated orders from this Prefidency to return thither from Mafuli-
patam ; but they were to march overland the whole way, in erder
to meet, and attack Moracin’s detachment, who it was fuppofed
would be, if not at Ganjam, fomewhere on the coaft. The rains
would not permit the Bengal troops to take the field until the be-
ginning of November ; before ‘which, Colonel Forde had failed in
the middle of O&ober from Mafulipatam for Bengal, where he ar-
rived juft in time to render one more very important {fervice to his
country. The command then devolved on Captain Fifcher, and
varying refolutions detajned the troops at Mafulipatam until the sth
of December. They were reduced from oo Europeans, and 13500
Sepoys, to 300 of the one, and 8oo of the other : the Europeans,
by death and defertion, notwithftanding they had recruited 50 out
of the prifoners; but the Sepoys, chiefly by the difmiffion of so0,
who had failed with Clive on the expedition to Bengal, andsyere
permitted to return from Mafulipatam to their homes in athc'-i(ﬁ‘@r-

natic,
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natic. « The waters of the Godaveri were not yet abated ; near the
fea are feven or eight channels between the two principal arms;
and other {maller rivers coming from the Colair lake, interfe&t the
land between the weftern arm of the Godaveri and Mafulipatam ;
which render the march along the fea-fhore, although fhorter in
diftance, much more tedious than the inland road. The troops
therefore returned this way, which was the fame they had come,
excepting, that they paffed the bed of the Colair farther to the
weftward, where it becomes fooneft dry. At Rajahmundrum they
heard, that the French detachment with the Chevalier Poete had
landed at Cocanara.

Anunderauze, on the appearance of Moracin at Cocanara a month
before, had no doubt that he would be immediately joined by Jag-
gapettyrauze, and {entoff a body of troops from Vizianagarum to
proteét the diftriéts of Rajahmundrum from their inroads. On the
approach of this force, Jaggapettyrauze returned with his, from the
Godaveri to his fort of Samelcotah, and both were near each other,
when the: French troops with Poete arrived on the coaft, and the
Englith with Fifcher at Rajahmundrum.  The officers of Anunde-
rauze begged affiftance from Fifcher, who, advifing them to keep
the forces of Jaggapettyrauze at bay, proceeded with his command
as faft as fatigue and impediments permitted, towards Cocanara. The
diftrié for fome diftance round this place 1s covered with coconut-
groves, for the thelter of the weavers ;- and the French troops were
lying in a village at the fkirt of the groves two miles from the
Dutch fort, and the fea; and, for what reafon is not found, Poete
had not yet landed any more to reinforce the firft detachment.
Jaggapettyrauze was encamped five miles on their left, againft
whom the forces of Anunderauze were advancing, but in a dif-
ferent line of march, at the fame time that the Englith troops were
approaching Cocanara, who; before they came in fight of the French
detachment, faw the armies of the two Rajahs fkirmithing on their
right ; which Fifcher deeming a proof that none of the French had
joined Jaggapettyrauze, fuppofed them intent only on preferving
their retreat to the fea, and fent forward Captain Yorke with the
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grenadiers and 5oo Sepoys to prevent their embarkation. ‘Fhe
French troops had gained no certain intelligence of the force
with Fifcher, and waited on their ground until they could diftin-
guith the number of Yorke’s divifion, who when near fent off
the Sepeys togain their flank, and haftened up in front with the
grenadiers as faft as they could march.  The French only remained
to give one fire, and then ranas faft as they could through the grove,
followed almoft at the fame pace, to gain the Dutch faltory, into.
which they were admitted. Yorke immediately furrounded the fac--
tory,. which had very flight defences, and Fifcher coming up in the-
evening with the main body, invefted it more cl-o'fely, and perem-
ptorily demanded the French troops, whom, after a very formal
proteft, the Dutch agents delivered the next day, which was the
28th of December.  In the enfuing night Poete failed with the reft
of his detachment 200 men, Europeans and Tepafles, all in the
fnow.. From Cocanara the Englifh troops marched on to Vizaga--

_patam, where they arrived on the 16th of January ; and a few days.

after, all.the Europeans embarked in two Englifh fhips procecdmg
to Bengal; but the Sepoys were left to purfue their route on fhore-
by Ganjam and’ through the provmce of Orixa. Thus nothing re-

maited to fear in the company’s pofieflions and acquifitions to the -

north of the Kriftna. We thall now deferibe the progrefs of their.

officer Mahomed Iffoof in' the eountries towards Cape Comorin.

He arrived at Madura on the 4th of May, and had been abfent ten:
months.. The force he left in the country, when called away, was-
14 companies of Sepoys, fix in the fort of Madura, five in Palameco~-
tah, and three at Tinivelly. Nothing more could be expeéted from:
either of thefe bodies, than to defend the ground in fight of the-
walls: they garrifoned.. Acecordingly all the diftricts of both provinces.
from the foreft of Nattam to-the gatesof Travancore; lay fubjeéto-
their contributions, or expofed to their ravages. The declenfion ofthe
Englifh affairs, which beganwith the {urrender of Fort St. David, (on
whichMahomedIffoof wasrecalled)and continueduntil the Frenchwere -
obliged to raife the fiege of Madrafs, kept Maphuze Khan in continual.
hopes, that he thould be joined by abody of French troops, and efta-

~ blithed:
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blifhed with their affiftance in the government of thof countriess and

the adminiftration of Pondicherry, by their letters and emiflaries, en-

couraged him to think fo. Waiting this fortune, he remained with the

Pulitaver, ftyling himfelf, and ftyled a fovereign; but swithout any

other means of fubfiftance than what the Pulitaver chofe to {upply,

who, never regulating his money by words, {carcely furnithed him
with common neceffaries:  The return of Iffoof Khan bettered his
condition'; as the Pulitaver was afraid he might at length liften to 2
reconciliation with the Nabob, and Maphuze Khan, always go-
verned by the love of eafe, felt no refentment at the humility to which
he had been reduced. He prefided, at leaft in appearance, in the
councils of the eaftern Polygars; who refolved to meet Ifioof with
their united force, and invited the weftern to the common defence
_ who having joined them againft Palamcotah in the late diftreffes of
the Englith affairs, expe@ted no pardon, and took the field. The
weftern league confifted of fix polygars: Catabominaigue, their former
leader, was lately dead, and had been fucceeded by a relation, who
took as ufual the fame name, and bore, inftead of the indifference ‘of
his predeceflor, an averfion to'the Englith. Etiaporum was always
the next- to him in importance, and now in alivity.

The force which accompanied Mahomed 1ffoof from Conjeveram,
confifted only of fix companies of Sepoys, and 60 horfe, but he had
on lis: march requefted troops from Tondiman and the two Mo-
ravers, with whom he had always continued on good terms, and
3000 men, horfe, colleries and Sepoys, from the three polygars joined
him-on hisrarrival at Madura, where he neveérthelefs immediately
began to make farther levies, and by fhifting and garbling out
of all that were. with' him, compofed a body of 300 horfe; and
700 Sepoys, who had feen fervice, which he fent forward to ra-
vage the. diftriés of Etiaporum, where they were to be joined by
three of the companies of Sepoys from the garrifon of Palamcotalr,
which had reftored its lofles by new levies, This body of . troops
were to maintain thieie ground until the laft extremity, in order to
prevent the junéion of the weftern' with the troops of the eaftern
polygars, until Mahomed Hivof himfelf could follow with the main
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body from Madura, where he was under the neceflity of remaining
a while longer. LI B

The Colleries of Nattam extend 40 miles, from the diftriGs of
the lefler Moraver to the eaftern mountains. Their foreft fkirts the
Madura country to the north ; and, where oppofite, is within twelve
miles of the city. It was they who attacked the troops with Co-
lonel Heron in 1755. They are much wilder than the colleries to
the North of them in the territory of Tritchinopoly, and differ {4l
more from thofe of Madura and Tinivelly, havin g neither forts nor
military array. . They acknowledge no confiderable chiefs, and live
in {mall parcels, connefted by choice or relation; fo that their dif:
putes rarely exceed the private revenge of individuals, They re-
gard "all other people as booty; but robbery amongft them-
felves as the greateft crime: and any one of them ef(:‘orting a
ftranger is a fufficient proteftion againft all the reft; but without
this fafeguard, which is always paid for, the traveller rifques his
life at every ftep. Contemptible: in the open field, where they .
rarely truft themfelves, they are much more dextrous than any of
thefe races in the pra&ices of ambufcade and theft. They had
plundered the country up to the gates of Madura of all the cattle,
robbed all the villages, and continued to waylay whatfoever parties
were retuwrning to the city with provifions from other quarters. As all
of the troops with Mahomed Iioof were fit for hoftilities againft fuch

© an enemy, he refolved to employ them in attacking their haunts, whilft

his levies were forming to better difcipline. = He, however, attended
the fervice himfelf, which appeared more like one of the general
huntings peculiar to Afia, than a military expedition. Avenues
were cut into the foreft, and the inhabitants fhot as they fled ; but
fome were referved to be releafed, or executed, on occafion. A month
was, however, employed before he had completed this revenge, and
reduced them to beg quarter, and pay cattle, their only money,
moftly colle@ted by theft; which, with others he procured, td_-th'&
amount of 1000 beeves, and 2000 theep, were fent to T'ritchino-
poly, from whence they were forwarded at different times byC‘ap-
tain Jofeph Smith to the fea-coaft, for the ufe of the fquadron,

and
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and enabled them to kee -the _Wipdgvﬁia ftation, without confuming
their own ftock of provi Jéi'l‘su Al

On the fecond a‘f“Juiji' he began his march from Madura, with
600 horfe, 3000 S’é‘_‘”p@“jr?;;"_ﬁ?tfd 2400 other foot belonging to Tondi-
man, and the Moravers; in all 6oco men. His artillery was one
eighteen-pounder, and nine from fix and lower. He was fcant of
powder, having none but what he made himfelf; for, fince the
deftru@ion of the mill at Madrafs by Mr. Lally, the prefidency could
not fupply their troops and garrifons in the Carnatic from their
own produce; but borrowed from-the fquadron, and received from
Bombay. The mufkets of his Scpoys were old, infirm, of various
nations, and not fufficient in number, and were fupplied by fowl-
ing-pieces, and any fuzees he could colle®. He was likewife in
want of fliats, which are fubftituted in fome parts of India by
agate ; of which there is none in thefe countries.. All thefe wants
he reprefented to the prefidency, and efpecially  requefted two
eighteén-pounders, and ‘two ﬁeld-—pieces of fix, with a full fupply
of thot. '

His firft march was to Calancandan. He had taken this fort in
17565 but after his departure for the Carnatic, the Pulitaver and
Vadagheiri had extended their acquifitions thus far, and placed their

ward in Calancandan. It was a2 mud fort, without cannon, and,
after a flight refiftance, fubmitted to his. From hence he proceed~

ed to take up the large detachment he had fent forward againft

Etiaporum ; who, by continually ravaging the diftrits of this po-
lygar, kept his troops on their own ground, and deterred both him

and Catabominaigue from marching acrofs the country to join the

Pulitaver : having f{ufficiently conftrained thefe chiefs, the de-
tachment proceeded againft Coilorepettah, which ftands nearly mid-
way in the ﬁre'lghteﬁ._ road between Madura and Tinivelly, about
co miles from each. This fort had likewife been ftormed.in June

1756 by Mahomed Iffoof, and carried with confiderable lofs. The
polygar was then taken prifoner; whether reftored or fucceeded by .

another, we do not find; but the place was at this time in the

hands of one who defended it as well 5 for 100 of the Sepoys were
4 killed
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killed and wounded in the attack, which lafted three days, and then
the polygar made his efcape by night. . The fort was immediately
razed to the ground, after which the détachment joined the main
body with Mahomed Iffoof, and the whole ‘p.roceedi_n_g-‘ by the way
‘of Gangadaram, arrived at Tinivelly in the middle of July. ‘They
were fearcely arrived,  when Maphuze Khan, whofe mind always
wavered with every change of circumftances, wrote a letter to Ma-
homed Iffoof, offering to quit his allies, and proceed to the Car-
natic; provided he was allowed a fuitable jaghire for his mainte-
nance: He even afked a fafeguard to come to Tinivelly. Mahomed

1ffoof, without authority, affured him that his r-_equ-eﬁs thould be
.complied . with; and recommended them to the _Preﬁdency, by

whom they were referred to the Nabobi T i

The midland country, for thirty miles to the north of the town
of ’I‘inivelly,_ is open and of great cultivation, and, ly'mg.__. between
the eaftern and weftern Polygars, had been the favourite field of
their depredations. ‘'The principal {tation from which the eaftern
made their inroads into thefe diftrits was the fort and wood of
‘Wootamally, fituated 35 miles N. N. w. of Tinivelly. The Poly-

gar, grown rich by eafy plunder, had many colleries, who were
well armed ; and Mahomed Iffoof {oon after his arrival at Thnivelly,

marched againft him with the greateft part of his force, andina
few days reduced his fort, in-which he placed fome troops; and {ta-
tioned a guard of 5o horfe, and fome peons and colleries in a place
called Shorandah, as an intermediate poft. He was no fooner re-
turned to Tinivelly, than a multitude of colleries belonging to the
Pulitaver and Vadgherri furprized the guard at Shorandah, and
either killed or took all their horfes, with their riders; on which
Mahomed Ifioof detached {even companies of Sepoys, recovered
the poft, and remamed in it, in. order to protett the adjacent
country. | A%
Equal confufion prevailed in the diftriéts to the {fouth of Tinivg&ll;_y,.
The troops of the Maliaver, or King of Travancore, were makmg
ancurfions from their wall to {eize the harvefts at the foot of
the hills from Calacad to Cape Comorin. ‘The variety of dif-
1 “tractions,
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tradtions, which exifted on evety fide, could not be all oppofed at
the fame time, unlefs a greater army were embodied, than all the
revenues of the two provinces could defray. But the king was
the leaft inveterate enemy to the Englith ; becaufe the polygar of Va-
dagherri had proveked his refentment, by continually employing his
colleries to make depredationsin his country on the other fide of the
mountains, through the pafs of Shencottah, which lies 15 miles to
the fouth of Vadagherri. On this ground of common enmity, Ma-

homed Hivoff opened a negotiation with the king ; who confented to:

a conference at the gates of his country near the promontory. They
met in the end of Auguft, and the interview pafled with much po--
“litenefs and {eeming cordiality. The king, at leaft publicly, de--
manded nothing, and agreed'to defift from his-inroads into the diftricts

of Tinivelly, and to a& with a confiderable force in conjunction with:

Mahomed Iffoof againft Vadagherri, and the Pulitaver. On the 3d of
September, Mahomed floof' ftill remaining at the gates of Travan-
core, was joined by 1ooo of the king’s Sepoys, armed with heavy
mufkets made in his' own country, and: difciplined, although auk-

wardly, in the European manner ; but théy were well {upplied
with ftores-and ammunition. He then returned to Tinivelly, and:

marching from thence with his whole force; in déference to the

king, proceeded: dire&tly againft Vadagherri,. although 20 miles.

beyond Nellitangaville, the refidence of the Pulitaver: when
arrived near Shencottaly, he was joined by an army full as large
as. his- own, confifting of 10,000° more of the King’s troops of

various kinds of infantry, ‘whe had marched through the pafs.-
This was perhaps the greateft force that had been affembled
for fome centuries in this country. Vadagherri defended his woods:
for a day, in-which about roo men were killed and wounded on both:
fides 3 but in.the Lnight abandoned ‘his fort, and efcaped away to the -

Julitaver at Nellitangaville. _
The arrival of fuch a gueft; who, for the firft time, had been re-
daced to fuch diftrefs, frightened the Pulitaver ; and fet his cunning

to work to divert the ftorm from himfelf. “The repulfe of the Engilith:

troops at the attack of the pettah at Vandiwath on the zoth of

September,’,
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September, was known in the country, and was believed, as the
French had reprefented it, a fignal defeat. Maphuze Khan had re-
ceived letters from Baffaulut Jung and the government of Pondi-
'ch_crry, which encouraged him to think, that they {hould very {oon
overpower the Englith in the Carnatic, when he might expedt to
be {ubftituted to his brother Mahomed Ally, who was to be
depofed from the Nabobthip. ‘This correfpondence, and thefe ex-
pectations, the Pulitaver communicated to the king of T'ravancore,
and offered, if he would quit the Englith, and join Maphuze Caun
againt them, to give him whatfoever diftri®s in the Tinivelly
country might lie convenient to his own. The King immediately
expofed thefe documents to Mahomed Ifioof, and ftanding om *
his importance, demanded the ceffion of Calacad and the adjacent
diftricts, for which he had fo long contended againft the Nabob's
government. He faid, that more territory than he claimed had
already been recovered with his afliftance; that what might
be refufed by one, would be readily given to him by another;
and that, if he fhould join the polygars, the Nabob’s authority
would never be eftablithed in the Tinivelly country. Mahomed
Ifloof, whilft perplexed with this dilemma, was informed that
the two cighteen-pounders, with goo mufkets, which had been {ent,
according to his requeft, from Madrafs, were loft at fea; and that
the.two fix-pounders, although landed, were ftopped by the Dutch
agent at Tutacorin.  This mifchance gave greater weight to the
king’s arguments, and greater value to his afliftance ; for the force
of Mahomed Ifloof alone was not fufficient to reduce. the Pulitaver,
whom all the beft colleries in the country were flocking to defend.
He therefore furrendered the diftri@ts which the" king demanded 3
and the Prefidency approved the ceffion : but the Nabob fufpected
that it had been promifed by Iffoof at his firft interview with the
king, in order to fecure his future affiftance to his own ambitious
views. : .
As foon as -this agreement ‘was fettled, the Travancores moved
again in conjunction with his troops. On the 6th of Novq:hbcr,
they invefted the wood. and fort of Eafaltaver, which was one of

the
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the dependencies of the Pulitaver. The Colleries defended the
wood three days, and then abandoned both ; and retired to Nell;-
tangaville. After this fuccefs, the want of ammunition obliged
Mahomed Iffoof to remain until he received {fupplies from Madura,
Palamcotah, and Anjengo. The army of Travancore, to prevent
difgufts from difparity of cuftoms, encamped feparately, but in fight
of Mahomed Iffoof’s; and on the 2oth of November, a body of
5 or 6ooo Colleries attacked the camp of the Travancores in open
day. Mahomed Ifloof, on the firft alarm, fent his horfe, and fol-
lowed with his Sepoys and other foot; but the colleries retreated
before they came up, and their nimblenefs, with the ruggednefs of
the country, rendered the purfuit of little avail. They had killed
and wounded 100 of the Travancores, before they went off. A day
or two after this fkirmifth, Mahomed Ifloof received three howitzes,
with fome ftores, and a {upply of ammunition from Anjengo ; and
the two fix-pounders with their fhot likewife came up from Thuta-
corin ; he then moved with his allies, and on the 4th of December
fet down before Wathinelore, another fort dependant on the Puli-
taver, much ftronger than any he had, excepting Nellitangaville,
from which it is fituated twenty miles to the w.w. and twelve in
the {fame dire&tion from Outamaly.
"This fort ftood within three miles from the great range of moun-
tains, at the foot of which ran a thick wood, extending two miles
into the plain, and within 1300 yards of the weft and fouth fides of
the fort, but turned to a much greater diftance on the north, and to
the eaft the plain was open, and everywhere covered with profufe
cultivation. A very extenfive pettah, the refidence of fome thoufand
inhabitants, commenced within forty yards, and extended 1200 to
the . E. of the walls : a thick thorn hedge, with barriers, furround-
ed both the pettah and the fort. The extent of the fort was 650 by
300 yards: it was of mud, but almoft as hard as brick ; it had four
large {quare towers, one at each angle, and feveral fmaller, which
were round, between. Every tower was a feparate redoubt, enclofed
by a parapet, to command within as well as without the fort : the
accefs to the tower was a fteep rampart, only two feet broad, the en-
Yor. II. 2 D trance
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trance a narrow wicket in the parapet; the curtain between . the
towers had no parapet, and was only a rampart floping on both fides
from a bafc of 15 feet to 3 a top; but the flope from within was
much lefs fharp than from without, fo that if affaulted, the de- :
fenders might eafily run up to the top. ‘The parapets of the towers
have circulat holes for the ufe of {mall arms, but no openings pre-
pared for cannon, of which there was not a fingle piece in_ the fort.
This defcription we believe fuits all the forts in the Madura an_‘i_l
Tinivelly countries, excepting Palamcotah, and Madura itfelf, which
are built of ftone, and with the fame defences as the forts in the
Carnatic. 'The Colleries on this fide ‘of the Tinivelly country,
poflefs nothing of the uglinefs or deformity which generally cha-
rafterize the inhabitants of the hills and wilds of India. They
1, well-made, and well-featured. Their arms are lances and
pikes, bows and arrows, rockets, and matchlocks, but whether
with or without other weapons, every man conftantly wears a
fword and fhield. In battle, the different arms move mn diftinét
bodies ; but the lancemen are rated the moft eminent, and lead all
attacks. This weapon is 18 feet long ; they tie under the point a
cuft of fearlet horfe-hair, and when they attack horfe, add a {mall
bell. Without previous exercife, they affemble in a deep column,
prefling clofe together, and advance at a long fteady ftep, in fome
deoree of time, their lances inclining forward, but aloft, of which
the elafticity and vibration, with the jingle, dazzle and fcare the
cavalry ; and their approach 1s fcarcely lefs formidable to infan-
try not difciplined %ith fire-arms. The importance of Wathi-
nelore, and the great force which was come againft it, brought
fome thoufands of Colleries to its relief ; but all, excepting 8 or goo
chofen men, allotted to defend the walls, kept in the woods : from
whence every day and night parties {allied, and alarmed or attacked
one or other, and fometimes both the camps ; and greater bodies on
three different days made general attacks on the batteries, of which
theie continued interruptions retarded the conftruttion, infomuch
that they were not finifhed until the 26th, 20 days after the arrival

of the armies 3 but the howitzes had commenced before. The only
efficacious
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efficacious gun was the 18 pounder, which ‘Mahomed Iffoof had
bragght from Madura, for the reft were only 6 pounders and lower ;
but from exceffive firing, the 18 pounder burit the day after it was
mounted ; and by this time, all the ammunition, as well of the bat-
teries as troops, excepting the quantity which prudence required to
be referved for defence, was expended. Fowever, part of the pa-
rapet of the tower fired upon, was beaten down, and Mahomed
Iffoof refolved to ftorm the next day. Many troops of both armies
waited on the affault ; and as foon as it began, the Pulitaver, with
ooo chofen colleries, who had marched in the night from Nelli-
tangaville, iffued from tlte wood and fell upon the camp of Mahomed
Ifloof, drove away the troops that guarded it, and began to compuit
every kind of deftrution. Mahomed Iffoof inftantly fent back a
large body to repulfe them, and continued the affault ; but the gar-
cifon within received double animation from the Pulitaver’s fuccefs,
which was announced to them by the ufual war-cry and the found-

ing of their conchs. ~ All the other colleries colle&ted in the woods

appeared likewife, as if on the fame notice, and in different bands

" attacked the troops at the batteries, and at the foot of the breach ;

and although continually repulfed, continually rallied, and with the
refolution of the garrifon faved the fort until the evening, and then
waited in the woods to interrupt the renewal of the affault in the
night; but fo much of the referved ammunition had been expended in
the day, that Mahomed Iffoof -deemed it dangerous to remain any
longer before the fort, and drew off his artillery. Two hundred of his
troops and of the Travancores were killed, but more of the enemye.
The next day he moved to a diftance, and difinifled the Travancores,
who proceeded through the pafs of Shencotty to their own country,
 and Mahomed Iffoof returned with his own troops, and thofe lent
him by Tondiman and the Moravers, to the town of Tinivelly.
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I B two armies in the Carnatic continued, during the firft days
of January, in their encampments near Arcot, equally cautious
of rifquing any attempt of confequence, becaufe both were waiting:
the refult of their negotiations to bring Innis Khan with his Morattoes-
to their affiftance. Both offered 6o0;000 rupees ;- but,: whilft the-
BEnglith were propofing conditional bills, the French fent ready:
money, which determined his preference.- He arrived on the 8th in-
the French-camp, with 3000-mounted, and-a greater-number of foot -
plunderers, who are called: Pandarums, and always treop with the
horfe, as'we have defcribed when Bajinrow joined Clive in the fight-
riear Arni.  The next day, the French army filed off from their en-
campment which extended from the fuburbs of Arcot along the fouth
Gide of the Paliar, and took: the road towards Trivatore; and, as they-
were going off, M. Lally, with a large body of Morattoes, {fome of the
European horfe, and two field-pieces, croffed the river, and-advanced-
to Trimuddi, an out-poft, three miles in front of the Englith camp-
at Chinafimundrum. A cannonade enfued, but more guns and troops -
coming up, Mr. Lally retired, and recrofled the river : during which, -
a-body of 200. Morattoes, with whom Colonel- Coote had treated, -
came over from the enemy’s, -and joined his camp:. In the evening, -
Colonel Coote proceeded'acrofs the river, with an efcort of -horfe, .
and reconnoitred the enemy’s line of march, and fufpefting,. that’

they might intend againft Vandivath, -took his meafures accord--

ingly. Orders were difpatched to Captain- Sherlock, who com-
manded !
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manded in the fort, to defend it to extlemity, and to the two com-
panies of Sepoys at Trivatore, to repair thither 1mmedrately The
baggage of the army was fent off that night to Covrepauk; and in
thc morining the whole army moved from Chinafimundrum, where
they had Lm e;ghtecn days, and in the evening pitched anew on
the bank of the Paliar, fivermiles lower down than the ground’
which the French had occupied on the other fide. A firong poft of
horfe and foot was advanced at fome diftance towards Arcot, and
another on the left, with orders to keep up continual patroles. The
next day pafled without any alarm from the enemy, or intelligence
of confequence concerning them, ‘who neverthelefs were not idle.

- Mz Lally:-had formed another project befides; that whichrColonel
Coote fufpeéted 5 and, to accomplifh it;: had not. fuffered his army
to advance with half the expedition they might. They were on the
rrth, the third day after they quitted their encampment, no far-.
ther than Papantanguel, fix miles on this fide of T'rivatore, and"
halted there the greateft part of the day. Towards  the evening,
all'were under arms, and the ftores and ‘baggage loaded ;. but, /in-
ftead of marching on, hedifplayed them on the plain, facing to

-the Paliar; and then exercifed them as if for prattice, in large

evolutions, “which were calculated to fling the whole line to the
eaftward, with/all the horfe, Morattoes, as'well as Europeans, on
the right, of whom the outermoft, when the exercife erided, were
fix miles from Papantanguel. ' Having thus whiled' away the time
until the clofe of the evening, he continued all on the ground they
{tood until it 'was dark’; and then feparated the army into two di-
vifions. 'The horfe, excepting fome which rejoined the{fecond, filed
off, followed: by 300 Sepoys, who had'formed next to them, and
marched on as faft as they could, keeping together; the reft of the
army, which confifted of all the European infantry, with the
baggage and' artillery, were ordered to follow, but without fsain.
Mz. Lally led the firft divifion himfelf. 'After a march of 15 miles,
in which they had crofled the Paliar, they arrived at eightin the
morning at Conjeveram ; expelting to find in the town the magazines

«of rice which {upplied the Englith army ; but they had no fuch ftore,
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living on‘the purchafe of the day’s nor had the inhabitants more than
the common provifion of their houfes ; but in the pagoda was the
hofpital, and a ftock of military ftores, under the guard of two com-
panies of Sepoys, commanded by Licutenant Chilfholm, of which the
capture would haye been diftrefling; but Mr. Lally having brought no
cannoh made no attempt -on the pagoda, and employed his troops
in colleing plunder, and fetting fire' to the houfes of the town;
during which, the Sepoys, and all the fick in the pagoda, who could
move, cameout, and being well acquainted with the ftreets and covers,
continually attacked their fmallér parties and ftragglers, and whenever
likely to be over-powered, difappeared. In the evening the enemy
retreated, driving oft 2000 bullocks, the moft valuable part of their
booty, loaded with the trumpery they had colle€ted. By this time the
other divifion of the army had arrived at Jangolam, a village on the
bank of the Paliar, three miles from Conjeveram, from whence both
united, immediately proceeded, and the next day reached Trivatore.
‘The neareft ground of the French line, whilft marching on this
exploit, was eight miles from the advanced poft of the Englith camp,
whofe black horfe, awed by the number of the Morattoes, were
Afraid to venture, and could not be trufted {o far abroad; and the
Eurc)p'eaﬁ,horfe, being only one hundred, were not even fufficient
for the neceffary patroles of the camp ; fo that the firft intelligence
of the enemy’s march was from Lieutenant Chifholm at Conjeveram,
fent as foon as they appeared there. It arrived in the afternoon 3
Colonel Coote immediately fet off with the cavalry, and ordered the
whole army to follow, which was in march before the fun fet, and
beforeit rofe at Conjeveram, where Colonel Coote, with the cavalry,
had arrived at one in the morning. The way is twenty-one miles.
It was now a month, that,Mr. Bufly had a&ed once more in the
ficld in conjunétion with Mr. Lally ; and the intercourfe had only
encreafed the averfion.) The late errors of Mr. Lally’s operations,
which had loft Vandivath and Carangoly, without gaining any thing
equivalent by the expedition to Seringham, had lowered his military
characer throughout the army ; and even his own regiment as well

a5 Lorrain, although the King's: troops, began. to acknowledge the
{uperior
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fuperior -talents of Mr. Bufly to condu& the war: the battalion of
India always thought fo. Mr. Lally imputed this ifing prediletion
in the officers to the influence of Mr. Bufly’s money, and amongft the
foldiers to the intrigues of Father St. Eftevan, a crazy, bufy Jefuit, who
officiated in the camp, and confefled the regiment of Lorrain : his an-
tipathy no longer liftened to any reftsaints. As foon as the army re-
turned to T'rivatore, Mr. Bufly afked his leave to retire to Pondicherry
for the recovery of a painful diforder, which incapacitated him for
fatigue : but Mr. Lally forbid him in the name of the king to quit the

field. He obeyed, and gave his beft opinion concerning the future

operations of the campaign. ¢ The Englith, he faid, would not fee
¢ Vandivafh taken, without rifquing a battle to fave it, in which the
*¢ French army would be deprived of all the force employed in the
¢ fiege; and from the neceffity of covering it, not mafter of the choice
““ of advantages in the ation : whereas, if the whole of the regular
¢ troops kept together on the banks of the Paliar, and detached
¢ the whole body of Morattoes to lay wafte the Englith diftricts,
¢ their army would {oon be reduced to the neceflity, either of
¢ giving battle at difadvantage, or of feeking its fubfiftence under
% the walls of Madrafs.” No advice could be more judicious ; for
the firft divifion of the Morattoes, although only 1000, had ven-
tured to carry their ravages as far as Pondamalee and Vendalore,
and by cutting off every kind of provifion on every fide, had re-
duced the Englith camp to as great want, as they brought abundance
to the French, where they fold the beeves they had plundered at
feven for a rupee, and rice at half its value in any other part of
the country ; and at this very time the Prefidency of Madrafs, anxions
for the lofs of their fureft revenues, repented that they bLad not
bought the Morattoes on their own terms, and were advifing Colonel
Coote to fall back nearer to the adjacencies of the town. But Mr.,
Lally fufpected Mr. Bufly’s advice, as defigned to prevent or dif; parage
the activity of his own operations ; and on the 14th marched avi*ay
from Trivatore, with a detachment of 500 Europeans, half the
European cavalry, 500 Morattoes, 1000 Sepoys, and four field-pieces,
keaying Mr. Bufly with the main body at Tyivatore, zs the moft
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central fituation, at hand to join his own divifion, if the Englith army
thould march after it; or ready to oppofe and interrupt them, if they
thould go againft Arcot, in order to divert. the fiege of Vandivath.
On the 14th in the evening, Colonel Coote received intelligence
of Mr. Lally’s arrival at Vandivath, and the next day marched
with his whole force from Conjeveram, crofling the Paliar to the
s. E. inftead of following the enemy by the longer, but better road
of Trivatore. On the 17th, they arrived, and encamped near Ou-
tramalore, This fituation, lying half-way 1 the road between
Vandivath and Chingldpett, fecured the communication with this
place, and from henee with Madrafs : it likewife had Carangoly in
its rear to the left. ‘The fort at Outramalore having long been ne-
gle@ed, was open in feveral parts from top to bottom of the wall ;
but was a much more defénfible repofitory for the ftores and baggage
of ‘the army, than any poft in the open plain. |
Captain Sherlocke kept 3o Europeans and 300 Sepoys in the fouth
pettah of Vandivath, which Mr. Lally attacked at three in the
morning with all his infantry, in two divifions: the one, in which
the Europeans were marines from the fquadron, was allotted to the
weftern rampart, and only intended to make a diverfion during the
real attack on the oppofite ; where the Europeans were of Lally’s
regiment, and led by himfelf. Both divifions were difcovered and
fired upon before they gained the foot of the wall ; and the marines,
unufed to fuch fervices, broke, and ran round to Mr. Lally’s divifion,
who, fuppofing them enemies, fired upon them until the miftake
was difcovered. Nothing more was attempted until eight o’clock
the next morning, when all the infantry in one column, with two
field-pieces at their head, advanced againft the {fouth-fide of the
pettah ; but the fire to which they were expofed, brought the front

of the column to a halt without orders. Mr. Lally rode up, dif-

mounted; and calling for volunteers, ran to the ditch, and mounted
the wall, himfelf the firft. The whole column immediately poured
after him ; and the troops in the pettah, having no orders to defend
it to extremity, efcaped along the ftreets, and regained the fort
without any lofs in the retreat ; in the whole defence only four or five
had been killed ; but the enemy loft twelve Europeans, befides Se-
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poys, and more wounded of both.. They immediately entrenched
the openings of the ftreets facing the fort, and began to raife a
battery in the N.E. angle of the pettah, againft the fame tower
which Colonel Coote had breached, and nearly on the fame ground.

A thoufand of the Morattoes had been ordered to obferve the
motions of the Englith army; but they followed nothing but plunder,
and continued {preading themfelves to the north of the Paliar; and
as Mr. Lally never rewarded fufficiently to encourage daring {pies,
the firft news he received of the approach of the Englith army, was
on the 17th at fun-rife, by a letter from Mr. Bufly at Trivatore, by
which time they were arrived at Outramalore. His averfion to the
g’uthbrity, made him unwilling to accept the information as authen-
tic; and at firft he only ordered part of the army to advance from
“Trivatore : but, on farther intelligence, left Mr. Bufly to aé accord-
ing to his difcretion ; who at five in the afternoen marched with the
whole, and arrived at Vandivath before midnight.

The Englith army arrived at Outramalore without provifions, and
too much fatigued to march on, and reach Vandivath, before Mr.
Bufly’s divifion had joined Mr. Lally’s there, which, otherwife, on
their appearance, muft either have retreated, or would have ftood
their ground with great inferiority and difadvantage. The horfe, as
foon as the foot were encamped, went abread to rummage the villages
for provifions, and the next day the troop of huflars fell in with. 50 Mo- -
rattoes, of whom they killed one, and took twelve with their horfes.
Still the want of grain continved in the camp, and it was found
that the renter, although he depended on Madrafs, had fold his ftore
to fome agents, probably employed by the French, at Sadrafs ; on
which he was feized, and confined without eating, until the army:
was {upplied 3 and his people in a few hours brought enough for the
ammediate want, and promifed more. The fcarcity had; however,
been no obftacle to the operations of the army ; for Calonel Cogge
had refolved not to advance upon the enemy, until the}; were r,qady
to affault Vandivath, when he thould have his choice of -attaéléing
either the tropps employed againft the fort, or the army wh;ch con
vered themin the plain. ‘This Mr. Bufly. forefaw, and again advifed

. Mz.



Book XII. . Batrie or VANDIvVAsSH

Mr. Lally to defift from the fiege until a better oppottunity ;' and
to Keep his whole force together, until the Englith either fought
or retired 3 but Mr. Lally as before could not brook inftru@ion from
the rival he detefted, and perfifted. _

Their battery did not open until the 2oth ; having waited for the
cannon, which were br(_j'ug’ht 70 miles’ from the ramparts of Val-
dore, on carriages fent from Pondicherry. They were two eighteen,
and two of twenty-four. By the night of the 20th the wall of the
fauflebray was opened. Colonel Coote, on this intelligence, marched’
the next day with all the cavalry to reconnoitre the enemy’s fitu-
ation and the ftate of the fiege, and receiving, when near, a mefiage
from Sherlocke, that they had breached the main rampart, went
back, and halted at Tirimbourg, a village half way, to which he or-
dered the main body of the army to advance without delay from
Outramalore, but to fend their heavy baggage, for better fecurity, to
Carangoly. ‘They arrived at Tirimbourg in the night; at fun-rife,
Colonel Coote taking with him rooo of the black horfe, and the

two troops of European, with two companies of Sepoys, advanced -

in front of the main body of the army, which he ordered to follow,
but without prefling their march. :

The diftance from Tirimbourg to"V_andivaﬂl is {even miles ; the
road leads from the N. E. to the s. w. The mountain of Vandivafh
lies in the fame direftion, extending more than a league in length. The
fort ftands two miles to the s. of the mountain, but nearer to the
weftern than the eaftern end.  The French army was encamped
dire@ly oppofite to the eaftern end of the mountain, at the diftance
of three miles, and at two to the weft of the fort. The camp was
in two lines feparated by paddy fields ; a great tank covered the left

flank of both lines. At 300 yards in front of this tank, but a little

on its left, was another, and farther on, likewifc on the left of
this, another, neither more than 200 yards in circumference, and
both dry; and the bank which furrounded the foremoft tank had
been converted into a retrenchment, in which were mounted fome
ieces of cannon, which commanded the plain in front, and flanked

in its whole length the efplanade in front of the camp.
4 Ea All
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All the Morattoes were returned, and lying with their plunder
under the foot of the mountain, extending along it towards the N.E.
end. Their fcouts brought mtelhgencc of the approach of Colonel
Coote’s divifion, on which all mounted, as did the European cavalry
in the French camp, and the whole {pread in different bodies acrofs
the plain to the eaft (of the mountain. Colonel Coote, with 200
of the black cavalr ¥s followed by the two companies of Sepoys, was
advancing a mile in front of the reft of the cavalry, which com-
pofed the divifion he was leading ; and the Morattoes fent forward
200 of their horfe, on which he halted, called up the Sepoys, and
inter{perfed them. in platoons between the troops of horfe.

The advanced body of the Morattoes neverthelefs puthed on, but
were ftopped by the fire of the Sepoys, before they came to the
ufe of the fword. Nf:VE'ithClefS, they recovered after their wheel,
ftood till within reach of the Sepoys again, then turned again, and
in this-manner fell back to their main body, which with the French
cavalry had -gathered, and were drawn up, extending in a line to
the eaft, from the end of the mountain; the French on the nght
of the Morattoes.

Colonel Coote, whilft halting for the Sepoys, had fent off a meffen-
ger, ordering up the body of cavalry, which were a mile behind, and
the firft five companies of Sepoys with two of the field-pieces from the
head of the line of infantry, to come on likewife as faft as they could
march : the cavalry foon joined him, but more time was requifite
for the Sepoys and guns, as the line was three miles off. During
which, Colonel Coote, by continual halts, advanced very flowly ;

-and the enemy’s cavalry continued on the ground they had chofen.

At cight o’clock the detachment of Sepoys, with the guns, came
up, when the divifion with Coote were at an afcent, which inter-
cepted them from the fight of the enemy, who, although they had
perceived the cloud of march, had not diftingtithed the two guns
which accompanied the Sepoys, who, joined by the other two com-
panies, formed i a line in the rear of the cavalry, with the guns
in the center ; the two troops of European horfe were in the center of
the cavalry in the firft line. In this order the two lines advanced

againft
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againft the enemy, who were ftill waiting for them; but when at the
diftance of zooyards, the cavalry opened from the centre, and brought
themfelves round, divided on each wing of the Sepoys, in the fecond
line; and the inftant the ground was clear, the two field-pieces began
quick firing on the enemy’s line of cavalry, which were fetting off to
take advantage of the evolution making by the Englith. The field-
pieces were, one a twelve, the othera fix-pounder, both of brafs ; and

Captain Robert Barker, although he commanded the whole of the -

Company'sa-lr'tﬂlery, had come up with, and now ferved them him-
felf : the effect anfivered the good-will and dexterity ; the fire was
dire@ed amongft the Morattoes 3 and every fhot was {een to overfet
men and horfes, which ftopped their career, but not before they
were within reach of the mufketry of the Sepoys ; and fome of them
on the wings had even rode in amongft the outward of the Englith
cavalry during their evolution ; but the encreafing havock which fell
amongft them foen after. put the whole body to flight, and they
galloped away to their camp, leaving the French cavalry alone, who
were advancing in regular order on their right, againft whom the
ficld-pieces were then direted, which they ftood for fome time, feem-
ing to expett the Morattoes would rally ; but . feeing them entirely
gone off, turned and went off themfelves, but ftill in order, and
with much compofure. . _

Colonel Coote advanced with his divifion to the ground they had
quitted, and feeing the plain clear, quite up to the French camp,
{ent orders to his line of infantry to halt, wherefoever the order thould
meet them, until he returned to them himfelf. There were fome
gardens and other enclofures half a mile to the right of the ground
which the French cavalry had occupied, whilft drawn up in a line
with the Morattoes extending from the end of the mountain. The
enclofures were good fhelter on neceflity, and the ground beyond them
excellent for the difplay and a&ion of the whole army, which Colonel
Coote having reconnoitred, ordered his divifion to file off to the left,.
and to form on this ground, in the {fame order as before ; the cavalry:
in 2 line in front, the Sepoys in another behind them..

: As:
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1760. As foon as this difpofition was executed, he rode back to the
. line of infantry, which were halting, drawnup in two lines' ac-
Jenuary, cording to the order of battle he had iflued to the pi‘i‘lixtii_pal officers!
in the preceding night.  He fignified his intention of leading the
army on to a general aion, which was received with:acclamations,
that left no doubt of the ardour of the troops to engage the enemy
they had {o long been feeking. The plain dry, hard, and even, ad-
mitted of their marching on in the fame order they were drawn up,’
without filing off in columns, fo that they were foon upon: the’
ground where the advanced divifion. were halting, when the cavalry
wheeled from the right and left, and formed the third line of the
main battle, and the five companies of Sepoys. took their place again
on the right of the firft line : but the two field-pieces, ftill attended
by Captain Barker with the two detached companies of Sepoys; kept
apart at fome diftance in front, but to the left of the firft line.

In-this array the army ftood in full view of the French camp,“in'
which no motions were perceived ; but no firing was heard againft
the fort of Vandivath. Colonel Coote having waited half an hour
to fee the effect of his appearance, rode forward with fome officers
to reconnoitre the enemy’s camp, who fuffered them to approach mear,
without cannonading or fending out-a party of cavalry to interrupt’
them.

The day began to wear, and Colonel Coote, asfoon as he returned
to the troops, ordered the whele'to file off to the right ; the infantry
marched in two lines at the fame paralléls they had drawn up'; the
baggage formed a third column on the right, and the cavalry followed
in the rear of'all the three: They proceeded towards the fouth fide of: -
the mountain, but inclining a little towards the French cam p- As foon'
as the firft files of the infantry came to the ftony ground which ex=
tends from the foot of the mountain, on which the enemy’s cavalry-
could not ac, the whole halted, and the two lines of infantry facing’
to the right, prefented themfelves again in ordér of battle, oppofite to-
the French camp, at the diftance of a ' mile and a half; but otit<
ftretching it on theright; the baggage falling back at the fame'time;
gave place to the cavalry to refume their former ftation as the third line.

7 The
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The Morattoes were {pread at the foot of the mountain to prote&
their own camp, and none of them ventured within reach of the two
guns, which during the march had kept on the left of the firft lines
but fome of the French cavalry came out to reconnoitre, and were
driven back by their fire. The army halted fome time in this
fituation, in expefation that the defiance would bring the French
out of their camp 3 but they fill remained quict; which obliged
Colonel Coote to profecute the reft of the operations he had me-
ditated, ' , ;
The ground for {fome diftance from the foot of the mountain,
is, as under all others in the Carnatic, encumbered with ftones

and fragments of rock. From this rugged ground up to the fort
the plain was occupied by rice fields. The Englith army coaft-
‘ing the mountain until oppofite to the fort, and then making a

converfion of their lines to the right, would immediately be
formed in the ftrongeft of fituations; their right protected by
the fire of the fort; their left by the impaflable ground under
the mountain, and with the certainty of throwing any number
of troops, without oppofition, into the fort; who, fallying with
the garrifon to the other fide, might eafily drive the enemy
from their batteries in the pettah ; from whence the whole of the
Englifh army might likewife advance againft the French camp, with
the choice of attacking it either on the flank, or in the rear, where
the main defences, which had been prepared in the front of their en-
campment, or arofe from the ufual difpofitions on this fide, would
become intirely ufelefs.

The Englith army had no fooner began their march along the
foot of the mountuin, ‘than Mr. Lally perceived the intention, with
all the confcquences of this able operation. 'The camp immediately
beat to arms, and foon after the troops were feen iiuing to occupy
the ground in front of its line, where the field of battle had been
previoufly marked out.

The French cavalry, 300 riders, all Europeans, formed on the
right ;, next €o them were the regiment of Lorrain, 400 ﬁ-rekocks. .
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in the centre, the battalion of India, 7003 next to them Lally’s,
400, whofe left were under the retrenched tank,in which were
pofted the marines or troops from the {quadron, with Poete’s from
Ganjam, in all 300, with four field-pieces. Between the retrench-
ment and Lally’s were three, the fame number between Lally’s
and India, India and Lorrain, Lorrain and the cavalry; inall 16
picces. Four hundred of the Sepoys of Hyder Jung, whom Mr. Bufly
had brought from Cudapah, were pofted at the tank in the rear of
the retrenched tank where the marines were, whom they were to
fupport on occafion : goo Sepoys were ranged behind a ridge which
ran along the front of the camp ; and at each extremity of this ridge
was a retrenchment guarded by o Europeans, which covered the
entrances into the camp. The whole force drawn out, infantry,
cavalry. and artillery, was 2250 Europeans, and 1300 Sepoys: 150

‘Europeans and 300:Sepoys continued at the batteries againft Vandi-

vafh ; but none of the Morattoes, although 3000, left the ground and
prote€tion of their own camp to aflift their allies in this decifive

hour.

The fight of the French army iffuing into the open plam gave

Colonel Coote all he intended by the preceding operations of the day.

Ie inftantly halted his lines, which had advanced fome way along the
foot of the mountain. Facing as foon as they halted, the two firft lines
were in order of battle, oppofite but obliquely to the enemy. The
baggage were fent back under the efcort of two companies of Se-
poys, to a village in the rear, and the cavalry as before took -thc-ir
place in the third line.

The Englith army confifted of 19oo Europeans, of whom 8o
were cavalry, 2100 Sepoys, 1250 black horfe, and 26 field-pieces.
In the firft line were Coote’s regiment on the right, the Company’s
two battalions in the centre, Draper’s en the left; but all without
their grenadiers ; and 1800 Sepoys were equally divided .on the right
and left of the Europeans in this line; in the intervals of which
were 10 pieces of cannon, three on each fide of the Companys ‘bat-
talions, and two between Coote’s and Draper’s and the Sepoys. In

. the fecond line were all the grenadiers of the army, 300, with a field-

4 3 piece
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piece next, and beyond 200 Sepoys on each of their flanks: the ca-
valry formed the third line; the 8o Europeans, as before, in the
center of the black horfe; the two field-pieces with the two com-
panies of Sepoys of the morning fhill continued apart, advanced as
before a little on the left of the firft line.

As the Englifh army were marching up, and before they were
within cannon fhot, Mr. Lally, putting himfelf at the head of the
European cwalry on the right, fet off with them, and taking a
large {veep on the plain, came down, intending: to fall upon
the horfe of the Englith army, which made their third line.
The black horfe, who were nine-tenths of this body, pretended
to wheel, in order to meet the enemy’s, but purpofely confufed
themfelves fo much, that fome went off immediately, which gave
a pretext to the reft to follow them, and the 8o Europeans were left
alone, who faced and drew up properly to receive the charge, rely-
ing on better affiftance. As foon as the intention of Mr. Lally was
underflood, the divifion of Sepoys on the left of the firft line
were ordered to fall back in an angle from the front, ready to
take the enemy’s, cavalry in flank as they were approaching, but
performed the evolution with fo little firmnefs, that little hope was
entertained of any execution from their fire; but Captain Barker
with the 2 guns of the {eparate detachment, had watched, and di-
reGting his own by the movement of the enemy, was within point
blank of them juft before they were oppofite and riding in on the flank
and rear of the horfe, where only the European were ready to op-

ofe them, for all the black were gone. In lefs than a minute the

uick firing of the two guns brought down ten or 15 men or horfes,
which, as ufual, threw the next to them, and they the whole, into
confufion ; and the horfes growing every moment wilder, all turned
and went off on the full gallop, leaving Mr. Lally; as he afferts,
fingly alone. If {o, he could not have ftaid long where he was, for
the European horfe, on feeing the enemy’s check, were advancmg -
and many of the black, encouraged by the {ecurity, were returning,
and the whole {oon after fet off after the enemy, whom they purfued
in a long courfe quite to the rear of their camp -
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The Englith army halted ten minutes in attention to this attack,
during which the French line cannonaded, but beyond the proper
diftance even for ball, and neverthelefs often fired grape, and nei-
ther with any effe&. The Englith did not begin to -anfwer until
nearer, and then perceiving their own fire much better directed, l}alt-.
cd in order to preferve this advantage, as long as the enemy permitted
it to continue, by not advancing from the front of their camp. M.,
Lally retiring from the Englifh cavalry, and deferted by his own;
rejoined his line of infantry, which he found fuffering, and with
much impatience, from the Englith cannonade: his own impetuo-
fity concurred with their eagernels to be led to immediate decifion,
and he gave the order to advance. The Englifh line was not direttly
oppofite to the front of the French, but {lanting outwards from

‘their left, which required the French troops on this fide'to advance

much lefs than thofe of their right, who had more ground to wheel,
in order to bring the whole line parallel to that of the Englifh.
Colonel Coote feeing the enemy coming on gave the final or-
ders to his own. None but the Europeans of the firft and fecond
lines were to advance any farther. The Sepoys on the wings of both,
and the cavalry in the third line, were to continue where they were

left, and to take no fhare in the battle, until they fhould hereafter

receive orders how to a&t.
The enemy began the fire of mufketry at one o’clock, but Colonel
Coote intended to refrain until nearer ; neverthelefs the company of
Coffrees, which was inferted in one of the Company’s battalions,
gave their fire without the order of their officers, and it was with
difficulty that the irregularity was prevented from extending. Co-
lonel Coote was at this time pafling from the right to the left
to join his own regiment, and received two or three fhot in his
cloaths from the fire of the Coffrees. +As foon as he arrived at his
regiment they began, and the fire became general through the whole
Tine. i
Coote’s had only fired twice, when Lorrain formed in a column
twelve .in front: the operation is fimple and was espeditious,

Colomel Coote made no change in the difpofition of his regiment,

but
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‘but ordered the whole to preferve their next fire; which Lorram
coming on almoft at a run, received at the diftance of 5o yards in
their front and on both their flanks; it fell heavy, and brought
down many, but did not ftop the column. In an inftant the two
regiments were mingled at the pufh of bayonet; thofe of Coote’s
oppofite the front of the column were immediately born down, but
the reft, far the greateft part, fell on the flanks, when every man
fought only for himfelf, and in a minute the ground was fpread
with dead and wounded, and Lorrain having juft before {uffered from
the referved fire of Coote’s, broke, and ran in diforder to regain
,the camp.  Colonel Coote ordered his regiment to be reftored to
order before they purfued, and rode himfelf to fee the ftate of the
reft of the line. A
As he was paffing on, a fhot from one of the guns with Draper's
regiment, ftruck a tumbril in the retrenched tank on the left of
Lally’s, where the marines were pofted, and the explofion blew up
8o men, many of whom, with the chevalier Poete, were killed dead,
and moft of the others mortally hurt. All who were near, and had ef-
caped the danger, fled in the firft impulfe of terrorout of the retrench-
ment, and ran to gain the camp by the rear of Lally’s, and were joined
in the way by the 400 Sepoys at the tank behind, who, although
they had fuffered nothing, likewife abandoned their poft. Colonel
Coote on theexplofion, fent orders by his aid de camp Captain Izer,
to Major Brereton, toadvance with the whole of Draper’s regiment,
and take pofleffion of the retrenched tank before the encmy reco-
vered the confufion which he judged the explofion muft have caufed ;
as in this fituation they would command, under cover, the flank of
Jeally’s regiment. The ground on which Draper’s was ftanding oppo-
fite to Lally’s when the order came, obliged them, in order to prevent
Lally’s from enfilading, or flanking them as coming down, tofile off by
the right. Mr. Bufly, who commanded on this wing; had before en-
deavoured to rally the fugitives, of whom he had recovered 5o or 6o,
and adding to them two platoons of Lally’s, led ‘and pofted them in
the tank, and then returned to fupport them with the regiment.
But:Brereton’s files kept wheeling at a diftance, and moving at the
quickeft pace, fuffered little from their fire, and coming upgm the
4 F 2 left
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1760, left of the retrenchment, aflaulted it impetuoufly, and carried it after
‘“——  receiving one fire of much execution from the troops within, un-
il der which Major Brereton fell mortally wounded, and when fallen

refufed the afliftanceof the men next him, but bid them follow their
viory. ‘The firft of Draper’s who got into the retrenchment fired
down from the parapet upon the guns on'the left of Lally’s, and
drove the gunners from them ; whilft the reft, being many more
than required to maintain the poft, formed, and thouldered under it,
extending on the plain to the left to prevent the regiment of Lally,
if attempting to recover the poft, from embracing it on this fide.
Mr. Bufly wheeled the regiment of Lally, and fentoff platoons from
its left, to regain the retrenchment, whilft the reft were oppofed to
the divifion of Draper’s on the plain. But the platoons aéted faint-
ly, only {kirmifhing with their fire inftead of coming to the clofe
affault. ‘The a&ion likewife continued only with mufketry, but
warmly, between the two divifions on the plain, until the two field-
pieces, attached to the right of Draper’s, which they had left be-
hind when marching to attack ' the retrenchment, were brought to
bear on the flank of Lally’s, who had none to oppofe them ; on
which their line began to waver, and many were going off. Mr.
Bufly, as the only chance of reftoring this part of the battle, put
himfelf at their head, intending to lead them to the puth of bayo-
net, but had only advanced a little way when his horfe was ftruck
with a ball in the head, and floundering at every ftep afterwards ¢
he difmounted ; during which the fire from Draper’s had continued,
of which two or thres balls pafled through his cloaths, and when
he alighted only 20 of Lally’s had kept near him, the reft had
fhrunk. Two platoons fet off on the full rum from Draper's
to furround them: the officer demanded and received Mr. Bufly’s
{word, and fent him with a guard into the rear; he was con-
du@ed to Major Monfon, who had wheeled three companies’ of
the grenadiers of the fecond line, and was halting with them
and their field-piece at fome diftance, ready if neceflary to fup-
port the event of Draper’s. Mr. Bufly afked who the troops he
faw were; and was anfwered 200 grenadiers, the beft men in
4 - the
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the army, who had not fired a fhot; he clafped his hands in fur-
prize and admiration, and faid not a word.

During the conflit on this fide the two centers, which were
compofed-of the troops of the two Eaft India Companies, had kept
up a hot, butdiftant fire; neither chufing to rifque clofer decifion
until they faw the event between Draper’s and Lally’s ; but as foon
as Lally’s broke, the enemy’s center went off likewife, but in better
order, although in hafte, to regain their camp. Many of Coote’s,
in the firft fury of viGtory, had purfued their antagonifts of Lorrain
up to the retrenchment, by which the fugitives entered the camp :
they might have fuffered by this rathnefs, if the guard there, as

well as the neareft Sepoys along the ridge, had not taken fright,

and abandoned their pofts on feeing the rout of Lorramn. It took

fome time to bring the purfuers back to their colours, when the-

officers, fending off the wounded, formed the refl into their ranks,
and ufterwards only made the appearance of advancing, whilft
the reft of the battle remained in doubt, left Lorrain with the Se-
_ poys fhould rally; to prevent which the four ficld-picces on the
Ieft kept up an inceffant fire plunging into the camp.

As foon as the otherwing and the ‘center of theEnemy’s army gave

way, their opponents, the Company’s battalion and Draper’s regiment -

got into order, and with Coote’s, who were ready, advanced to the

purfuit, leaving their artillery behind. They entered the enemy’s

camp without meeting the leaft oppofition. India and Lally’s had
paffed through it haftily to the other fide, although mnot in rout as
Lorrain’s before. Mr. Lally, after the rout of Lorrain, rode away
to join his own regiment on the left, but on the way faw the ex-
plofion of the tumbril at the retrenched tank, the difperfion of the
marines in this poft, and the flight of the Sepoys out of the tank
behind. He was in this inftant near, aud intended to 1peik to Mr.
Bufly, but turned fuddenly, and ordered the Sepoys ftationed along

the ridge in front of the camp to advance. None obeyed ; and moft
of them being thofe of Zulphacarjung who had ferved with Mr.

Bufly in the Decan, he rafhly fufﬁe‘&e'd:treak:h’ery, and, unable to
controul the impulfe of diftraction, rode into the camp to ftop the
fugitives of Lorrain,

The
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“T'he whole body of the French cavdlry, near 300, who wereall
*Europeans, appeared on the plain in the rear of the camp to which
.they had retreated, followed by the cavalry of the Englifh army,
. whofe encounter they had hitherto aveided by abler evolutions: fo
_that neither of thefe two bodies had been within fight of the brunt
“between the two infantries. The French cavalry chanced to be neax
enough to fee the flight of Lorrain through the camp, and, animated
by a fenfe of national honour, refolved to proteét them, if; as might be
.expected, they thould endeavour to efcape fhill farther by gaining the
: plam In this purpofe thev united their fquadrons and drew up
.in the rear of the camp, and in face of the Englifh cavalry, of whom
. the black horfe, awed by their refolution, dared not, and.the European
were too few, to charge them. This unexpeéted fuceour Probably pre-

-vented the utter difperfion of the French army. There were in the

_rear of the.camp three field-pieces with _their tumbrils of ammubi-
tion ; at which the fugitives of Lorrain, encouraged by the appear-

. ance of the cavalry, ftopped, and yoked them. Thefe protections

reftored confidence to Lally’s and the India battalion as they arrived,

Jikewife beaten from the ficld. They fet fire to the tents and un-

dangerous ftores near them, and the whole filed off into the plain
_in much better -order than their officers expefted. The three field-
‘pieces kept in the rear of the line of infantry, and behind them
moved the cavalry. They pafled to the weftward, and{when oppo-

fite to the pettahs of Vandivath were joined by the troops, who

had continued at the batteries there, which they abandoned, leaving
all the ftores and baggage, and received no interruption from the
garrifon as they were gomg off. The Morattoes, who were under
the mountain when the cannonade began, intended not only to
protect their own camp, but to fall upen the baggage of the

Enghfh army ; but when they faw the whole body of Sepoys

remaining in the rear of the ation, were deterred from 1dvancmg
to the village, to which the baggage was fent ; and having their own

all ready loaded on their bullocks, {ent off the whole train to the

weftward foon after the cannonade commenced; and with t‘hc fir{t

notice from their {couts of the rout. of Lorain, began to go off

2 ' . themfelves,
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themfelves.  Their rout led them acrofs the way, along which the
French were retreating ; whom 700 of them joined and 'lccomp'uncd

Colonel Coote fent repeated orders to his cavalry to harrafs and im--

pede the retreat of the French line. They followed them five miles

until five in the afternoon, but the black horfe could not be brought.

up within reach of the carbines of the French cavalry, and much
lefs of their field-pieces. ‘The brunt of the day pafled intirely between
the Europeans of both armies, the black troops of neither had any
part in it, after the cannonade commenced. ‘The commandants of
the Englith Sepoys complimenting Colonel Coote on the viftory,
thanked him for the fight of fuch a battle as they had never fcen.
Twenty-four picces of cannon were taken, 19 in the field and

camp, and five in the battery againft Vandivath, r1 tumbrils of

ammunition, all the tents, ftores, and baggage, that were not

burnt. Two hundred of the Europeans were counted dead in the

field, and 160 were taken, of whom 30 died of their wounds be-
fore the next morning ; fix of the killed, and 20 of the prifoners,
were officers : wounded continually dropt on the road; fo that
the immediate diminution of the enemy’s force was computed
6oo men. Of the Englifh army, 63 Europeans were killed,
and 124 wounded, in all 190 ; of this number, 36 of the killed,
and 16 of the wounded, belonged to the Company’s battalions, 17
and 66 to Draper’s, 13 and 36 to Coote’s regiment ; four of the Eu-
ropean horfe, and two of the artillery, were wounded, but none
of either killed. Of the black troops, 17 of the horfe were killed,
and 32 wounded : inall, 22 and 47 : of the Sepoys only 6 and 15.
"The killed, as well in the European as the black troops, was, although

not 1n the different bodies, one half of the number Wounded, a propor=

tion on the whole which rarely happens, excepting as in this aéhon,
by cannonade.

The firft news of the vitory was brought to Madrafs at fun-rife
the next. mmumg by one of the black fpies of the Englith camp.
At noon came in another, with a note of two lines, written with
a pencil, by Colonel Coote on the field of battle; other accounts
followed, and foon after eye-witnefles. The joy which this fuc-
<efs diffufed throughout the fettlement, was almoft equal to that of

Calcutta
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Calcutta on the vitory at Plafley. ‘Their congratulations to Colonel
Coote and the army were abundant as their joy. '

The day after the battle fcarcely {ufficed for the variety of orders
neceffary to reftore the army to its ftrength, and to make the difpo
fitions, by which Colonel Coote, with his ufual adivity, refnlved
to profecute his fuccefs. Captain Wood was ordered to advance
with lus garrifon from Covrepauk, and inveft the fort of Arcot;
Licutent Chitholm: to fend to Covrepauk the f{ick and invalids
left - by the 'u‘my at Conjeveram : Madrafs was requeﬁed to {end
to Conjeveram  the recovered men of the ngs regiments left
in their hofpital, . together with ftores, battering cannon, and
ammunition : this line was meant to fuftain the fiege of Arcot.
Whatfoever other troops could be fpared from Madrafs were
to be fent to Vandivath, with medicines and conveniences for
the wounded there. The baggage at Outramalore was ordered to
rejoin the army ; ‘a letter was written to Innis Khan, advifing him
to quit the province, with all his Morattoes, without delay, or that
no quarter would be given to any of them wherefoever met. Or-
ders were iflued for 1000 of the black horfe to march to the fouth ;
200 fet off immediately to plunder and lay wafte the country be-
tween Allamparvah and Pondicherry: the next day, which was
the 25th, 8oo with 20 of the huffars, under the command of Vaf-
ferot, marched with the fame intent againft the diftriéts between

" Pondicherry and Gingee, and were to act in correfpondence with

the other detachment.

The French army reached Chittapett the next day, where they
only remained the day after; and then Mr, Lally, without rein-
forcing the garrifon, fell back with all the European force, to
Gingee, fending the Sepoys of Zulphacarjung, of whom he had
ftill fufpicions, although Mr. Bufly was taken, to aé under the
commandant at Arcot, and advifed the Monttoes to renew then' in-
curfions to the north of the Paliar. Colonel Coote, on intelligence -
of Mr. Lally’s retreat, and the little care he had taken of Chitta-
pett, refolved to attack this place before he marched againft Arcot.
The baggage from Outramalore, waiting for fome flores from
Chinglapett, did not arrive until the 26th. In the fame evening, a

detachment
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detachment marched from Vandivath, and the next morning in-
vefted Chittapett, when the commandant, De Tilly, refufed to {ur-
render. On the 28th, the whole army encamped within cannon-
fhot, and the commandant fill perfifting in his refufal, a battery of
two eighteen-pounders was ereted in the night, againft the n. £,
angle, and a howitz was pl'mted in the pettah, to enfilade the north
line of the rampart. The fire opened at five the next morning
and the breach was nearly pracicable by eleven, when a ﬂag ut
truce appeated, and De Tilly furrendered without terms. The
g'szon confifted of four commiffioned officers, and 52 private Bu-
 ropeans, with 300 Sepoys. In ‘the hofpitals were 73 Europeans,
wounded in the late battle. = The artillery were nine pieces of can-
non; the ftore of ammunition was confiderable, and amongft the
arms were 300 excellent mufkets, which were diftributed amongft
the Englifh Sepoys. The garrifon reported, that a party, with two
field-pieces, were marching from Arcot and Gmgee, having taken
the round-about road by Arni and Trinomalee; on which Captain
Stephen Smith was detached, with 200 black horfe, and two com-
panies of Sepoys, to intercept them.

In the mean time, the horfe fent to the fouthward had performed
their miffion with great alacrity, having burnt 84 villages, and fwept
away 8oco head of cattle, many of which were of thofe the Mo-
rattoes had taken on the north of the Paliar, and fold to whomio-
ever would buy them, at four-pence a head. The whole colle@ion
was driven under different convoys to Vandivath, Carangoly, and
Qutramalore, and more than reftored the number which thefe
diftri&s had loft. Befides what they had {old, they had driven
away a great multitude of the beft cattle into the vallies leading
from Lalliput to Damalcherri, which they intended to fend, with
the reft of their booty, to their own country on the other fide the
hills ; but the menaces and fuccefs of Colonel Coote raifed appre-
henfions in Innis Khan, that he might rifque the lofs of this
plunder, if he continued any longer_in the province. He therefore
quitted Arcot, with all his Morattoes, on the fame day that Chit-
tapstt {ur -rendered 3 and continued his march through the pafs, from
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whenee he wrote to Mr. Pigot, that he fhould at any time here-
after be ready to wait on him with his troops, if they could agree
upon the terms.

On the 3oth, intelligence was received from Captain Wood that
he had marched with his garrifon of Covrepauk to Arcot, and found
‘the Sepoys of Zulphacarjung ftrongly pofted in the fireets of the
town ; he neverthelefs attacked them, and after much firing drove
them from their flands, with confiderable lofs on their f{ide, and
little on hisown. They retreated out of the town, as the garrifon in
the fort did not want their fervice. On the 31ft, the army, which had
moved by two {ucceflive divifions, encamped near Arni, where they
were rejoined by the detachment fent with Captain Stephen Smith,
who had taken the party they had been fent after, which was much
lefs than had been reprefented, confifting only of 20 Europeans
and 50 Sepoys, elcorting two brafs field-pieces, ‘which Mr. Lally
had ordered from Arcot. Captain Smith had likewife plcked up
three commiflaries, who were travelling to Pondicherry in their
pallankeens.

The next day, which was the firft of February, Colonel Coote,
with the firft divifion of the army, joined Captain Wood in the
town of Arcot,‘ha\ﬁng left the {fecond with Major Monfon, to attack
Timery, which lies in the road. This fort being wvery {mall, al-
though well-built, only fhells were fired, which before the evening
reduced the garrifon to furrender : t'ney were one ferjeant com-
manding 20 foldiers, and 6o Sepoys, with five pieces of cannon.
"Fhe next day Major Monfon arrived at Arcot, and all immediately
fet to work in erefting batteries, for which Captain Wood had pre-

_pared the materials, and had nearly finithed one on the north face of

the fort.
The defences of the fort had been greatly improved fince it was

defended by Captain Clive, againft Rajahfahib, in 1752, The Englith
had contributed moft ; but the French finithed what was intended,
but left undone by them, when they abandoned the fort on Mr.
Lally’s approach to Madrafs. The ditch was moftly in the folid
rock, and had every where been dugto man height’ the fauflcbray

2 ; t was
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_was clear, but open 3 being neither {kirted with a parapet-wall, nor
even with a palifade : a glacis, and a covered way, had been carried
round the fort ; and from the center of the north-fide of the covered-
way projected a ftrong ravelin, mounting fix guns, round which
the glacis was continued ; a gate with a draw-bridge communicated
with this ravelin : the narrow rampart of the old wall had in many
places been widened, and ramparts raifed to it, forthe ready run niu:g
up of cannon; each of the towers, of which there were twenty-
two, was ;egder_ed capable of a gun of any fize, thofe at the four
angles would admit three, and the platforms of the two gateways
more. The extent of the fort from the weftern to the eaftern fide 15

.neaﬂy 800 yards; the caftern face 350; but the fouthern wall, re- -

ceding as it ftretches to the eaftward, reduces the eaftern face to
260 yards, of which 50 are otcupicd in the middle by a gate-way,
and the main rampart on this face had only the two towers in the
angles. ' ‘4 _ , ; _
Two batteries were raifed to'the Eaft; one, of three embrafures
in the.front of fome houfes, ftanding at the diftance of 360 yards,
nearly oppofite to the rampart between the gateway and the tower
in the angle on its right ; and was intended to breach in the interval :
the other battery was on the left of this, but 100 yards nearer; it mount-
ed only two guns, of which, one was to difmantle the towex in the
angle to the right of the gateway, and the other the angle onthe right
of the gateway itfelf. A battery of three guns was raifed to the
fouth, nearly oppofite the s. w. angle of the fort, and bore upon the
tower in. this angle, and the two next to the eaftward. This battery
was at the diftance of 200 yards, where a few houfes gave thelter
ards, and covered the workmen 1n thc'-outi'et of the ap-
proaches. The fourth battery was that raifed by Captain Wood on
the north: it was to the left of the ravelin, at the diftance of 200
yards, and mounted two guns, which were to plunge over the ravelin,
in order to break the drawbridge behind, by which the ravelin com-

municated acrofs the ditch with the body of the fert: but this bat-
ufe becaufe it enfiladed no part of the rampart,

and the ravelin it fired upon bore only one gun againft the two
4+ G 2 : batteries

to the gu

' tery was of little
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“batteries to the eaftward, and, in cafe the bridge fhould be broke,.

the guard would be withdrawn into the fort, where their fervice,.
if the breach fhould be affaulted, would be of more detriment than
their continuance in the ravelin ; and the battery- was employd only
becaufe it was ready. - '
On the 3d and 4th, whilft the batteries were conftructing, the
garrifon threw many fhells to interrupt the work, but no men were
hurt by them. On the sth, all the three batteries opened ; and the
garrifon ftill continuing their fhells, returned likewife on all fides
with more cannon than fired upon them; and a foldier was killed.
on the ~.E. attack, and four artillery-men to the fouth. On the
6th, the enemy difmounted two guns in the battery of three to the
eaft, in which two Europeans were killed and two wounded, and
two were likewife wounded at the fouth battery. This day, 200
cohorn-thells arrived from Madrafs, inftead of eight-inch fhells for
the howitz, which was the only piece of bombarding artillery with -
the army ; no powder came with the fhells; and from the defence,
the ftock in camp feemed likely to 'be exhaufted before the place
could be opened to affault; and fhot grew equally fcarce. Four
hundred bullocks were therefore fent off to bring a fupply of both
from Madrafs, with two eighteen-pounders to replace the two which
had been difmounted. In the night between the 6th and the 7th,
the army began their approaches from both attacks.  On the 7th,
two eighteen-pounders arrived from Chinglapett ; but from the want
of ferviceable bullocks they were accompanied by only so fhot, and
50 barrels of powder expected with. them were fill lagging on the
road. From the preceding to the prefent evening, only one man
was killed, and two wounded. = The approaches were puthed on all
night ; and the next day, which was the eighth of the month, ar-

-rived the powder from Chinglapett, and a quantity was difcovered.

buried in one of the houfes of the town ; but all the fhot were
fo nearly expended, that, at four in the afternoon, Colonel Coote -
beat a parley, in order to get time to pick up what the enemy had:
fired.  The French officer, Captain Hufley, accepted the meflage, '
which was a fummons to {urrender, as he could expeét no fuc--

: COUrs -
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cours : he anfwered, that not a man had been killed in the fort ;

but that he was willing to furrender it, if not relieved before,
at the end of fix days, on condition the garrifon fhould be free,
have the honours of war, and retire to Pondicherry. This to and
fro lafted two hours, when the firing was renewed until dark. The
lofs this day was only one man killed, and two wounded. In the
night, the trenches to the s. were puthed on with much diligence,,
and the garrifon employed éery means to interrupt their progrefs,,
cannon and fhells from the body of the place, mufketry, grenades,,
and fire-balls, which fet on fire the blinds, gabions, and fafcines of
the advancing fap, dangeroufly wounded Enfign Macmahon, who:
conducted it, kilted one, and wounded ten more of the men em-
ployed. Neverthelefs, the fap before the morning was very near

the foot of the glacis. With the day, which was the gth, the bat~

teries, having received fome more fhot from Chinglapett, continued,

and by noon their fire had opened both breaches to fix feet of the
‘bottom of the rampart ; and had difmantled the towers that flanked:
them : but ftill the ditch remained to be filled, and no lodgement:
was yet made in the covered way. = Great therefore was the furprize,.

to fee a flag, followed by a voluntary. offer of {urrendering the next
day, if allowed the honours of war ; which, as before, implied

that the garrifon were not to be made prifoners. Colonel Coote re-

fufed ; and foon after came another letter, offering as the condition,

that they might all retire to Pondicherry on their paroles not to

ferve again.  Colonel Coote replied, that he thould aliow the officers
and men whatfoever belonged to them, and good treatment ; but re-
ferved the night of difpofing of their perfons: at the fame time, he
invited the commandant to fupper, who came. The fort was clofely
{urrounded during the night, to prevent any of the garrifon from
efcaping ; and'early the next morning, the grenadiers of the army:

took pofleffion. of the gates. The garrifon confifted of 11 officers,

three of whom were captains, and 236 foldiers and artillery-men,
in all 247 Europeans, and nearly the fame number of Sepoys: The ar-
tillery were 4 mortars, and 22 pieces: of cannon, of which fome

were eighteen-pounders: there was likewife a plentiful. frock ofr

5 ammunition, .
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ammunition, and military ftores of all kinds. 'The batteries muft
have ceafed firing the next day, until convoys arrived :, the garrifon
Thad not loft three men, and the fort might have held out ten days
longer before the affault by ftorm could be rifqued. ‘They exte-
nuated the early furrender by the certainty of not being. relieved,
It required the refpite of fome days to refit the wear and tear which
the army had endured during the alivity of the late operations 3 for
all the carrtages were fhattered, all thes men wanted cloathing, and
all the bullocks were: fore. - _
Colonel Coote, in confideration of Mu. Bufly’s generofity to the
Englifh fa&ory when he took Vizagapatam, had permitted him to
repair to Pondicherry from the ficld of battle, mmediately after he

-wvas taken. Hearrived there the next day, and re-prefente’d the defeat as

far from irretrievable. On the 25th in the evening, came in Mt
Lally, and the troops were following from Gingee to Vald_c_)rg.  His
ill fuccefs, and the abandoning the field, rendered him {ftll more
odious than ever. No invective, howfoever unj uft, was {pared.
Cowardice borrowing courage from drunkennefs was imputed as the
caufe of wrong difpofitions, redrefled by worfe, until the battle was
loft, and the retreat to Pondicherry as a defign to lofe the city, n
revenge for the univerfal deteffation in which he was held.
Neverthelefs, the beft ability and will would have been perplexed.
what meafure to purfue after the defeat. The neceflity of refurnifh-
ing the army with the ftores and artillery they had loft, would alone
have required them to fall back nearer to Pondicherry ; and the 'pm-
te@ion of the diftriéts in the rear of Alamparwah and Gingee now
became of great concernment ; for fince the lofs of Mafulipatam, of
the northern provinces, and of their fettlements in Bengal, very little
grain in proportion to the former importations had been brought
to Pondicherry by fea; and the diftrefles for money to anfwer more
immediate calls had hitherto prevented the government from laying
in a ftore of provifions ; fo that their greateft refource at this time
was from the harvefts in thefe diftriéts, which was ripe and gather_jn”
ing 1n. ‘ o)
The interruptions continually oppofed by the garrifon of Tritchi

nopoly to the French troops remaining in the ifland Seringham, had
; : prevented
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prevented- the controllers, appointed to manage thefe diftricts, from
colle@ing enough to defray the expences of the late expedition,
although the revenues, if unmolefted, would have furnithed
more: Mr. Lally had ordered the whole to return, and ex-
pe@ed they would join him before Vandivath. They were, befides
the 300 European in Seringham, two detachments lately fent from
Pondicherry, with flores and ammunition, who were arrived, and
halting at Utatore. ‘The manager appointed to collet the revenues,
who was a counfellor of Pondicherry, thought that matters would
mend, when he fhould be reinforced by the detachments at Utatore,

and ventured to difobey the orders. The Nabob and Captain Jofeph

Smith at Tritchinopoly refolved, as.the beft means of preventing
the arrival of the detachments, to get pofleflion of the fortified pagoda
of Pitchandah, on the farther bank of the Coleroon, which terminates
the only high road leading from Samiaveram and Utatore into the
ifland of Seringham. ‘The pagoda was reported to be garrifoned only
by a company of Sepoys, with a few Europeans. Accordingly Cap-
tain Richard Smith, who was recovered of his wound, crofied the
river on the 28th of December, -and took the command of the coun-
try troops, and thofe from the garrifon, which had continued at
Samiaveram fince the defeat of the French party, which had ad-
vanced a few days before. Early the next morning, Captain Jofeph
Smith moved with a party from the city, and began to cannonade
the pagoda of Seringham from acrofs the Caveri, in order to divert
the French troops from fending a reinforcement to Pitchandah; for
the attack of which, his fire upon Seringham was to be the fignal.
The troops from Samiaveram were in titne on their ground near
Pritchandah. The two ficld-pieces which were to beat down the
gate were in the road ; the oxen were caft off from them, and they

were to be dragged the reft of the way, which was 5o yards, to a

choultry within fix yards of the gate. The troops were not difco-
vered until they had got under the wall, and were fixing the fcaling-
ladders : the garrifon, more numerous _than {uppofed, fired hotly
fram the walls, and efpecially on the field-pieces.. Moft of the Eu-
adM¥in the detachment were foreigners, and none of thofe employed
dnb ; ging on the ficld-pieces liked the feryices apd to encourage them,

4 Captain
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Captain Smith and Lieutenant Horne pulled themfelves at the guns;
their example brought more affiftance ; but of ten, awho were at the
gur with Smith, two were thot dead, and three wounded before they
got them 1nto the choultry, when a few rounds brought down the
gate-way ; in this inftant captain Smith received a ball under his
ﬂ‘loaldu which totally difabled him. Lieutenant Horne then took his
place .md endeavoured to lead the men to the affault, but the detach-
ment had fuffered fo feverely that none would follow him ; he, how-
ever, prevailed on them to abide, and bring off the wounded, and the
two guns. Soon after, acertainaccount was received of the ftrength of

. the French parties atUtatore,which appeared an overmatch for the dif-

pirited troops at Samiaveram 3 nor could Tritchinopoly fpare a rein-
forcement equal to what the French troops in the ifland might then
fafely fend to act in conjunétion with thofe coming from Utatore: the
whole detachment at Samiaveram were therefore recalled, and ar-
rived the fecod of February at Tritchinopoly. Their retreat ré-
lieved” the French troops in the pagoda of Seringham fiom

great diftrefs; for they had little ammunition left, and fireight-

ened towards the Caveri by the gﬂ.mfon of Tntchmopoly, and
on the other fide of the Coleroon by partles from the en-

campment at Samiaveram, they could neither venture out to feek,

nor the country people to bring them in provifions; fo that all theix
{ubfiftence, for feveral days, had been what they had plundered
from the bramins in the pagoda, whofe houfes they pulled down for-

fire-wood to drefs the viétuals they ‘found in them.

The French troops at Utatore having waited for fome ftores, which
were lagging on the road, did not arrive at Seringham until the
8th : they were 140 Europeans, five pieces of cannon, and 6oo Ses
poys; and brought with them a competent ftock of ammunition and
{pare arms. A day or two after their arrival, 200 of their Euro-
peans, with 600 Sepoys, commanded by Huﬁan Ally, ‘marched

againft T'otcum, which had been taken for the Nabob on the zﬁth

©of December. The garrifon left in it were four companies of
Sepoys, under the command of two European ferjeantss:all of
whom, although there were guns in the fort, behaved very ill, and

: ; furren~
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furrendered the place before any impreffion had been made on the

walls.
At the fame time that Mr. Lally recalled the troops from Sering-

ham, he likewife ordered the fort of Devicotah to be evacuated, and
the garrifon, having made feveral breaches in the walls and towers,
marched away in the beginning of February ; but left a company of
Sepoys in the pagoda of Atchaveram, which ftands five miles inland
of Devicotah. : _

Captain Jofeph Smith, on this intelligence, detached two compa-
nies of Sepoys, under the command of ferjeant Sommers, on whofe
approach the French Sepoys at Atchaveram were reinforced by
another company from the pagoda of Chilambrum, with which
they marched out, and met Sommers’ detachment on the plain, who
routed them completely, taking five ftand of their colours, with
four of their officers, and, be%es the Sepoys who were killed,
many were drowned in the hurry of croffing the Coleroon. TImme-
diately after this encounter, Sommers proceeded, took pofleflion of
Deyicotah, and began ro"'rep'air the breaches. :

The news of the victory at Vandivath reached Tritchinopoly on
the zoth of January, and cleared at once the cloud of defpondency
which had overwhelmed the Nabob ever fince he left Madrafs to
proceed thither. He immediately pitched his tent, and difplayed his
great ftandard without the walls of the city, and declared his in-
tention of returning into the Carnatic 3 but waited until the French
troops thould be removed from Serin gham ; and his with was foon
gratified ; for Mr. Lally, on his arrival at Pondicherry, difpatched a
{econd order, under the fevereft penalties of difobedience, for all
the troops between Volcondah and Tritchinopoly to rejoin his army
without delay. Fhey hoped to conceal their retreat from the aarri-
fon of Tritchinopoly, and made the preparations with all fecrecy ;
but fome of the Malabars employed by them were natives of this
part of the country, who, follicitous to fecure pardon, if not favour,
with the change of government, gave immediate and conftant intel-
ligence to Captain Jofeph Smith, who made ready to take fuch ad-
vantages as ufually occur, when troops retreating ate purfued. The
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whole body of the French troops: were 450 Europeans and Coffiees,
and 1200 Sepoys; of which 150, with the CO{nmiﬂ'ary_, were i the
pagoda of Jumbakifina. The retreat was ap:pomtf.:d at nine at night,
on the'6th of February ; of which previous intelligence was brought
to Captain Jofeph Smith ; and almoft the whole garrifon of Tric-
chinopoly were on the bank of the Caveri, oppofite to the
pagoda of Seringham, ready to move as foon as the enemy. The
notices were punctual ; and fome, the firft of the Englifh troops, en--
tered the fouth gate of the pagoda as the enemy were going out of
the oppofite. The reft of the Englith troops. marched round the
pagoda to the weft. When all were united on the north fide, they
advanced to the bank of the COlerp_on, and, when nearly oppofite to .
Pitchandah, heard the found, and thought they faw the motionof aline
of troops marching acrofs them to. pafs the river. Captain R. Smith,
who led the troops of the garrifon, formed in order to receive or attack
the ftrangers ; but Captain Jofeph coming up bid him not fire, becaufe -
he had ordered the troops of the Polygar ‘T'ondiman, which had for-
fome time attended the garrifon, to advance between the pagodas of
Seringham and Jumbalithma, and what troops they now obferved:
might as probably be them, as a part of the enemy, who they: really -
were, being thofe moving from Jumbakifina to join. their main
body: they were {oon after aftertained by a black fervant of R.Smith’s,
who had ftraggled into their line, and talking, was anfwered in
Erench.  On this intelligence the Englith troops immediately pro-.
ceeded, and began to enter the bed of the Coleroon, as the enemy
were leaving the farther bank, who in their hurry flung away
fifty barrels of gunpowder, which were recovered ; and they de-
ftroyed a tumbril of gun-ammunition at Pitchandah, But the
line never ftopped until they got to Utatore. The Nabob’s horfe
followed, hanging in their rear, and continually picked up a defer-
ter or a prifoner, in all 30 Europeans, or fomething belonging to their
equipages and {tores ; but the reft of the Englith troops halted at Sa-
miaveram until the horfe returned, which was the next day ; when a
detachment of 1000 Sepoys, and 5o Europeans, with two guns and a
cohorn, and a part of the Nabob’s horfe, marched under the com-

mand
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mand of lieutenant Horne, againft Totcumand Cortalum : at the fame
time, all the other troops returned from Samiaveram to Tritchinopoly ;
and, befides what had Beent gatheled in the road, brought 1t two excel-
lent eighteen-pounders, which the enemy had left in the pagoda of
Seringham. The Nabob, folicitous to make his new appear-
ance in the Carnatic with as much figure as poflible, requefted Jo-
feph Smith to go, and atk 500 horfe of the king of Tanjore. The
king was ill, and with difficulty admitted the vifit, but promifed
every thing, and referred the adjuftment to his Dubbeer, or minifter,
which, amongft the Indians, 1s equivalent to the Duan of the Ma-
homedan princes. The Dubbeer, notwithftanding the late fuccefles
of the Englith arms, infifted, that the Nabob thould furnifh the

pay and expences, which he knew would not be complied with ; and -

Captain Smith 1eturned, as he had expeéted, without obtaining a
fingle horfeman. In the mean time, Haflan Ally had abandoned
Totcum, on the appearance of lieutenant Horne’s detachment, but
went away with the gamion, whlch were 400 Sepoys, to reinforce
Cortalum. Lieutenant Horne followed him ; and here the enemy
made a ftand for three days, until a battery was raifcd, when they
all went off in the might, leaving a gun and fome ammunition in
the fort. Some Sepoys were left in both, and the reft of the de-
tachment returned to the city ; where the Nabob was making, with
accuftomed tedioufnefs, the preparations for his departure.

The ravages which had been committed by the Englifh cavalry,
in the diftri¢ts around Pondicherry, brought forth a Pfut of the
French troops from Valdoor; but not berolt, the cavalty were gone
oﬁ' with their plunder. The French detachment, ﬁ:einq nothing
to oppole them, advanced within 20 miles of Carangoly ; which,
on intelligence of their appxoach, the Pyefidency reinforcec
with 40 Eutropeans. Captain Prefton had already been fent to
command there; and on the 6th of February Colonel Coote had
detached 500 black horfe,  and 20 huflars, from the fiege of Arcot,
with orders, if Prefton fhould think proper, to lead them againft the
enemy’s detachment, who, gaining intelligence of their march be-
fore they had reached Carangoly, retreated falt; and on the 8th, 25
huflars with their horfes deferted and came to Vandivalth, where
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they were enlifted in the Englifth fervice. Mr. Lally, on hear-
ing that his detachment was retreating, and that Arcot was
prefied, took a {udden refolution of marching with all the reft -
of the cavalry, in order, as he gave out, either to throw reinforce-
ments into Arcot, er to retake Chittapett by furprize, and releafe
the wounded prifoners there; but the cavalry, when drawn out,
mutinied, refufed to proceed with him, and all went out of the
bounds, as if they intended to go over to the Englith garrifons ; their
officers however brought them back ; but fuch was the general dif-
content for want of pay, that feveral of the common foldiers were
overheard, in the night of the 11th, propofing among themfelves to
turn the guns in the ramparts againft the government houfe, as the

- only means of bringing Mr. Lally to reafon. He immediately re-

prefented the depofitions of the witneffes to Mr. De Leyrit and the -
Council, who, having no money in the public treafury, propofed ex-
pedie_nt's,. which Mr. Lally did not approve. All the country in the
rear of Vandivath and Chittapett, quite up to Pondicherry, had
been let for five years to two of the European mhabitants of the co-
lony, at the rent of 1,450,000 rupees a year: they were applied to
in this exigency, and anfwered, that they had no money, having

‘been difappointed of much they expected by the lofs of Van-

divath and Chittapett 5 on which the Malabar, to whom Mr. Lally

had rented the diftri&s round Arcot, whilft they remained under
his 1uthouty., offered to advance 50,000 rupees in ten days, and '

80,000 1n twenty more, if what remained of the diftri&ts let to

the two Europeans were leafed out to him, with the addition of
all the country to the fouth of Pondicherry, as far as Chillambarum

and the banks of the Coleroon. His propofal was' accepted ; but

the prefent affiftance he fupplied “could not {erve long, and the fu- -
ture depended on the protetion of the countries : they were farmed .
to him at 1,750,000 rupees a year..

This arrangement was not approved by the council, becaufe they
doubted of the creditand integrity of the Malabars 3 and, perhafs;
becaufe it was a fuperceflion of their own authority in the admini
{fration of: the revenues.. Immediately after, arrived mtel.hg?we Of
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the lofs;;;‘f' -Arcot, ‘which with that of Chittapett gave new fcope to
the imputations againft Mr, Lally. . It was faid, that he himfelf had
declared, the one incapable of holding out four days, the other not
more than five. 'Why then leave in them 400 Europeans, fo miuch
wanted in his own army, to fall a certain prey to the Englith 7 But
this condué, as his retreat to Pondicherry, was not void of juftifi-

cation ; for, hadhe withdrawn thefe garrifons, the Englith army,

having nothing to 1pprehend in their rear, might have immediately

followed him to Gmgee,and from thence to the adjacencies of Pondi-
cherry, when the produce of the country, fo neceflary to ftore Pon--

dichery, would have fallen under the power of the enemy, whom the

neceflity 0F1ec1.ucmo Chittapett and Arcot had turned another way. 5
and, befides the time they muft employ againft thefe: forts, other -

delays might concur to keep them {till longer at a diftance.

The Englifh army, after the redu@ion of Arcot, encamped with- -

out the town, towards Velore. The Kellidar Mortizally trembled
for his fort ; and' having been very complacent to the Englifh, fince
the French had been repulfed from before Madrafs, he now intreated
the Prefidency to {pare the attack, and fent a prefent of 30,000
rupees to Colonel Coote; who refufed it, fignifying, that he was

not empowered, either by the Nabob or the Prefidency of Madrafs, .

to levy tributes. ‘The Kellidar replied, that it was intended as a
homage to himfelf, a great commander, according to the cuftom of
the country ; on which the money was accepted, and appmpnated
to the general ftock of prize-money for the army.

The army had not reftored its equipments {fufficiently to move
from the ne;ghbourhood of Arcot until the zoth of February, and
even then left behind two exghteeu-pounders and a ten-inch howitz,

which were not repaired. They halted this day at Timery, and
500 Sepoys, with 100 black horfe, were difpatched with Captain
Stephen Smith 1gi1m:ﬁ: Trinomaly. The next day the ar my - en-
camped under Arni. ‘The Kellidar of this fort, which is con-
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fiderable, and a fief belonging to the. king of 'Iau_]oae, had condiuded -

himfelf with fo much hofpitality to both fides, that neither the -

French nor the Nabob confidered. him as an enemy. On the 23d
2 : il ATtieT ' ~ tha,y
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1760,  plain on all fides round the walls was encumbered with large frag-
“—— _ ments, which might afford fhelter to. the approach. Col@nel Coote
febsyiy immediately followed the guide with the Sepoys, ordermg t]@ horfe

-to form, and keep on the left, under cover of the main rocks to
«the N E,

The rock on which the fort of Permacoil ftands does not extend, even
_at its bafe, more than goo yards in length. In breadth, it isat ‘the
northern end about 400 yards, at the fouthern not more than 200 its
height is likewife various, being at the narrow end 300 perpendicular
feet, and diminithing by flopes and declivities toi200 at the other. Of
thefe differences in the height, there is one more particularly marked,
which croflfes in a natural zig-zag of two re-entering angles, about
the middle of the mountain, and all the ground to the eaftward
behind this ridge is 50 feet higher than the other part before it to
the weftward. This eaftern part-1s the upper, and the only real
fort 5 being inclofed and fortified with high ftone walls and towers
firongly bmlt. The other inclofure, although called the lower fort,
is only furrounded with a wall of loofe flones, and was principally
mtended for the immediate refuge of the cattle and inhabitants on
{udden alarm. The rock falls every where fo fteep, that the area of
“the fortified furface above is equal to half the bafe below. The ad-
jacent rocks before and behind are not h1gh enough to carry any de-

triment to its fortifications.

Colonel Coote with the Sepoys, led by the gmdc, took poft behind |
{ome rocks oppofite to the gate-way in the north face of the pettah,
which ftands nearly in the middle of the rampart. Two large picces
of cannon, mounted on field-carriages, were ftanding at the entrance
of the gate-way, which was n the left fide of its prO]eE’cmn s and {fome
Coffrees and Europeans, with two field-pieces, were on the ‘tower
juft behind to prote& them. This guard, knowing that the cavalry
in the rear could not a& on the ground where the Sepoys were,
ventured to fally. Colonel Coote ordered Enfign Carty to meet them,
with one of the companies of Sepoys; which turned out with great
alacrity, gave their fire, and advanced to the bayonet. 'T'he French
party, ﬁartled by their refolution, ran back, and were followed fo

clofe
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Book XII, PEaMAaco1L.

clofe by Carty’s company, and they by Colenel Coote with the
other, that the fugitives made no ftand at the gateway, but con-

tinued their flight, ftill purfued, through the pettah, to the foot of

the rock at the farther end, where fteps were cut winding up to the
upper fort, by which they efcaped into it ; but Colonel O’Kennedy,
the commander, who was at the fteps, and lame with old wounds,
had very nearly been taken. Here were lying two twenty-four
pounders, of which the garrifon had burnt the carriages, becaufe

. there was no path to draw, and no means'to raife them, into the
fort. As{oon as the pettah was eleared of the enemy’s guatds, Co-
lonel Coote pofted the Sepoys 'in the beft thelter the houfes afforded
againft the fire of the cannon in the upper fort, and the mufke-
try from the lower, which recommenced immediately, and conti-
nued through the day. The horfe were diftributed, fome under the
walls of the pettah, ready to difmount and affift, if any defcent
fhould be made; and the reft in different guards round the hills. In
the evening came up fix companies of Sepoys, with the French Vo~
lunteers, and an eight-inch howitz, from Tondivanum: the enemy
continued their fire through the night, and {mall paities came down
the fide of the rocks, who threw grenades, and fired mutketry, by
which a Sepoy was killed, and nine, with three Europeans, wound-
ed before the morning; no lofs had been fuftained in the day. All
the return was from the howitz, which did no damage in either of
the forts, :

Before morning pioneers and tools arrived, and {ufficient cover
for the whole was formed with earth thrown up and houfes broken
down ; during which fome were employed in raifing and fixing the
two pieces of cannon, one after the other, to tranfporting carriages,
in order to carry them off, which was not executed without diffi-
culty and time ; during which, the enemy fired down grenades and
mufketry, but did ne mifchief. '

In the afternoon Colonel Coote fummoned O’Kennedy, who fent
down one of his men to receive the letter, and anfwered it with a
temperate negative; on which Colonel Coote refolved to furprize
the lower fort, Two guides belonging to the Kellidar offered to

Vor. 1L 41 thew
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thew the path leading up the north fide of the hill, which being ex-
tremely rugged and difficult, was not likely to be fufpe@ed : they
proceeded with two companies of Sepoys ‘at eight at night ; at the
{fame time a platoon of Coote’s grenadiers, with another company of
Sepoys, went up the fteps leading from the pettah to the back ofthe.
upper fort, and made a falfe attack to divert the enemy from the
real, which were forty minutes in gaining the fummit, when the
foremoft got over the wall before they were difcovered.  ‘The.
enemy’s guards confifted chieﬂy of Sepoys, and all of them zftonifh-.
ed by the fizlt fire ran away from their different :ﬁ:ations, and re--
gained the upper fort, where Colonel O’Kennedy, ignorant of the
numbers which had got into the lower, and perplexed by the falfe
attack, would not rifque a fally which might have recovered the
lofs ; but kept up a hot fire upon them by guefs from the defences.
along the ridge which feparates the upper from the lower fort; but
with no effed, for the choultries and: rocks rifing every 'where af-.
forded fhelter.  “The guidés, as foon as the party was eftablithed,
came down with information of their fuccefs to. Colonel Coote, who.
was waiting at the foot of the path, with the pioneer compatiy, and
the Volunteers of France, provided with ladders, gabions, and faf~
cines, and iminediately proceeded with them up the hill; where as.
{oon as they had joined the party above, the whole proceeded acrofs
the lower fort, to eftalade the fortifications along the ridge, not-
withftanding the garrifon was prepared to receive them. ‘The rid
might be afcended without clamberin 8. The grenadiers cartied the.
ladders ; the reft followed, ready ‘to. mount, and in the mean time
fired up againft the parapet; from which the fire inftantly became-
exceffively hot. The ladders that were firfl applied proved too
fhort 5 it was {uppofed they would anfwer better in other parts, to
which they were removed; and tried with as little fuccefs. Never-
thelefs the conteft continued half an hour; and the Sepoys behaved
with as much eagernefs as the Europeans, but many droppi_ng:aor
difabled, Colonel Coote ordered the afliule to ceafe.  He received a
wound in the knee; his aid de camp, Captain Adams, was thot
through the hip'; a ferjeant of the piloneers, one of the French Vo-

lunteers,
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lunteers, and feven 8epoys, werekilled; 16 Europeans and 25 Se-
poys were wounded : in the -fa}ié attack on the upper fort, two
Sepoys were wounded, z_m:d Enfign Blakeney was killed. The next
day, which was the 3d of the month, the fire of the fort dimi-
nifhed confiderably; as it was fuppofed, and rightly, from fcarcity
of ammunition. At noon, a letter came from Colonel O’Kennedy,
requefting a ceflation 'of 24 hours, to obtain Mr. Lally’s orders con-
cerning the furrender :___thi_s,_ was refufed, and foon after he fent ano-
ther letter requfting the kilonoiirs of war, which were likewife de-
nied.  Several Europeans and Sepoys were killed and wounded
'e;hraug_h the day and night. Before noon of the next day, which
was the fifth of the attack, a brafs fix-pounder was got up the hill
with much difficulty b‘yICa_ptain Barker. There were two choultries
in the lower fort, flanding roo yards from the ridge and ram-
part, which divide it from the upper: one of thefe choultrics was
near the wall which rans along the edge of the rock on the fide
over the pettah ; and in this chouttry the field-piece was planted
the other was a few yards on the left, wlich fheltered thofe
whom it was not neceflary to expofe. The defences in the up-
per fort immediately oppofite to the choultries lay in a large re-en-
tering angle, at the two extremities of which was a round tower,
one on the edge of the rock overlooking the pettah, the other about
the middle of the ridge, which from hence falls back in another zig-
zag out of fight of the choultries. The gate leading into the upper fort
was on the left of the tower in the middle of the ridge. The field-
piece managed by Captain Barker battered, firing upwards out of the
choultry, againft the gate and the parapet of the tower, both which
were ruined before night; but the garrifon had heaped earth at the
back of the gate, which continued to {top the entrance. Many of
thofe expofed in this fervice {uffered. New fcaling-ladders had been
provided ; and the next morning, as the troops were preparing to ad-
vance with them, the garrifon beat the chamade, and {urrendered
at diferetion.  They were fifteen European' gunners, ‘chofen men,
. Coffrees, and 100 Sepoys: only one of each had been killed.

There were in the fort 2o pieces of cannon, but not ammunition
41 2 either
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either for them or the mufketry {fufficient to have ftood the affault,
nor had the garrifon two days provifion left. The total lofsand ca-
fualties of the Englifh, through the attack, were four Europeans
killed, and 15 wounded, of the Sepoys 40 and 705 thefe troops had
never behaved fo well 3 of their killed, one was the Subadhar, equi-
valent to the Captain of a company, and two were Jemidars, the.
next rank of officers. 'The gallantry of Bulwanfing, who was the
fenior of the whole body in camp, was rewarded with a gold medal.

T'he Kellidar, for his fervices, was continued in the fort, in which

were left a company of Sepoys, with 12 Europeans and a lieutenant.
A large detachment of the French army had advanced as far as Ma-
nour, within feven miles of Permacoil, and were in motion to throw
in a confiderable reinforcement of men and ftores, at the very hour
they heard of the arrival of the Englifh army at Tondivanum, on
which they retreated towards Pondicherry. |

On the 7th, Colonel Coote went from the camp at Tondivanum,
with the cavalry, black as well as Europeans, and fix companies of
Sepoys, to difcover near the bounds of Pondicherry. The diftance
to the bound-hedge was 20 miles ; and the Sepoys, after marching
ten, wanted reft, and were left in the village of Trichimungalum.

The French troops which had been detached to the relief of Per-
macoil, had, on their retreat, encamped four miles to the weft of
the town, and three from the bound-hedge. A large colle&tion of
fand-hills, of which the whole together is called the Red-hill, rifes
about halfa mile from the fea-thore, and a mile and half to the north
of the town : they extend four miles to the weftward, and the laft hill,
where they ceafe on this fide, is called Perimbé : acrofs from north
to fouth they extend two miles, and have paffable dales between:
direétty oppofite to the fide of Perimbe, ftands the Fort of Villenore,
a ftrong out-poft, fituated near the north bank of the river of Arian-
copang, which falls into the fea about 500 yards from the wall of Pon-
dicherry, and in its courfe from Villenore forms a curve to the fouth.
‘The Red-hill, on the other fide the plain, recedes to the N. E. from
Perimbé to its end towards the fea. So that the interval between

Villenote and Perimbé is the narroweft part of the plain between
the
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the river and the Red-hill, being here fcarcely more than a mile,
whereas farther back it is three. The plain as far as the bound-
hedge was occupied by country houfes, enclofures, avenues, and
arable ground. 'The market of the French troops was in*the village
-under Villenore. Temporary barracks for the European cavalry had
been raifed on the hill of Perimbé. Their foot and artillery were
difperfed in the houfes and enclofures which occupled the fpace
between.

Colonel Coote proceeded with the cavalry from Trichimungalum,
not in the high road which pafleth by Valdore, but acrofs the coun-
try to the left, and came in about the middle of the Red-hill, and
paffing through its dales appeared on the outward ridge between Pe-
rimbé and the bound-hedge. The enemy had gained notice of his.
approach but not of the force which accompanied him ; and, ima-
gining that it confifted of foot as well as horfe, fufpe@ed hkevwfe that-
the main body of both might be marching to get between them and:
the bound-hedge, and impede their retreat into the limits. In this
perfuafion, all their infantry got into march with much hurry and
confufion, to gain the avenue neareft the Red-hill, which, as well:
as another on its right, leads to the bound-hedge : they moved with
all their field-pieces in front, to oppofe the fuppofed danger, which.
if real would have been the greateft : but the European horfe, which:
were 250 in three {quadrons, remained on the hill of Perimbé to ob-.
ferve and proteét their rear. Colonel Coote fufpeted the error which
eccafioned the diforder he obferved in the infantry, and as faft as
his troops came up ordered the European horfe, which were:
only 8o, with three {quadrons of the black, to advance, and keep:
the enemy’s cavalry mn check, whilft he himfelf, with the main
body, crofled over to the avenue, in which the laft of their infantry
were entering ; in whofe rear he hung, having thus feparated, them
from: their cavalry, who, feeing their danger, retreated before the
divifion advancing againft them, to gain the other fide of the: ave-.
nue on the nght of their nfantry, whofe flanks were already pro-
tected from the cavalry with Colonel Coote by the ditch on each
fide.. Colonel Coote following the infantry, often advanced within,
I : 40
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40 yards, to draw their fire; but the grenadiers of Lorrain, whe,
formed the rear-guard, referved it with much difcipline:! 1At lengthy
however, the fmemoﬁ troap of  horfe, led by Aﬁafbe.g, a Jemidar
of great {pftit, broke in upon a platoon, and cut down {even of them ;
but the next troop drew up tlicir bridles, and were afraid to follow
the impreflion, which otherwile promifed to break the whole co-
lumn, which recovered, and continued its way as before, until they
had paffed the bound-hedge, under the redoubt of Valdore, which
‘terminates the avenue along which they were marching, when the
fire of the redoubt was left free, and Colonel Coote ftopped the
purfuit. In the mean while, the other divifion under the com-
mand of Captain De Buke, had crofled over to the village of Vil-
Ienore, and routed the market-people there without refiftance, and
the black horfe with him, joined by more from the main body,
colle@ed all worth the while they could carry off, and drove before
them all the cattle. The whole affembled again on:the hill of Pe-
rimbé, where they fet fire to the barracks, and the carriage of an
eighteen-pounder, for want of proper bullocks to draw it-off. In the
afternoon, the whole returned to Tritchimungalum, intending to reft
the night there ; but a corporal of the dragoons deferting, they re-
moved five miles farther back to Manoor ; from hence Colonel Coote
{ent orders to Major Mon{on, to march the army from ‘Tondivanum
againft Alamparvah.

The next day he moved himfelf to Taliaveram, which is five miles:
from Manoor to the N. E. en the road towards Permacoil ; but few
of the black horfe accompanied him ; they were all difperfed to fe-
cure or fell the plunder they had got the day before. They, how-
ever, came back on the gth, and he proceeded with them from Tha-
liaveram again to the bound-hedge of Pondicherry, and obferved very
nearly, without annoyance. On his return, he went to Conymere,

where he met Mr. Bufly by appointment, who had been recalled on

his parole to Madrafs, in order to be fent to Europe, in -complziancé_
with the earneft importunity of the Nabob, who regarded him
as fraught with more dangerous refources than all his other ene-'
mies, and faid that if he became free, and commanded, he would’

i protract
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protraét the war ten years. On the 1oth Colonel Coote came to
Alamparvah, which the army had invefted the day before ; but the
wound he had received at Permacoil was fo much exafperated by
this late fatigue, that he could not any longer flir without danger,
he therefore ordered Colonel Monfon to carry on the fiege of Alam-
parvah, but ftill continued'in the camp.

The fort of Alamparvah ftands on the fea-fhore, about 20 miles
E. N. E. of Tondivanum, 15 E. of Permacoil, and 24 to the ~. of
Pondicherry. It formerly belonged to the Nabobs of the province;
and was given to Mr. Dupleix by Murzafajing in 1750. It has
many wells of good water, which is not to be found in all parts
of the coaft {fo near the fea. The fort was of ftone, fquare, of mo-
derate extent, with. four round towers at the angles, a parapeted
fauflebray, and:a wet ditch, but without a glacis. - A pettah ex-

tends along the ftrand to-the north, and fronts within 2 5o yards of
the fort, An eight-inch howitz bombarded; and a ricochet bat-.
tery of two guus, to.enfilade the north front from the weft, was.

began in the night, and finithed 'before morning ; during which, a
ferjeant of pioneers and a Sepoy were killed. In the enfuing night,
another battery of three eighteen-pounders was finithed in the pet-
tah, to-batter the tower in the weft angle of the north face; and

the lofs during thefe 24 hours, was Lieutenant Angus, of Coote’s -

regiment, and a grenadier killed. Bothr batteries opened together at

day-light on the rath, and in three hours difmounted moft of the -

guns, and. ruined the whole line of defence; and in the afternoon

the -Chevalier Viart; who commanded, {urrendered at-difcretion,

The garrifon, befides. himfelf, a Eieutenant, and a furgeon, were
& ’ &

5o Europeans, and 150 Sepoys. During the attack, three of -

their Europeans had been killed, and twelve wounded. There were
in the fort 20:pieces.of cannon, a howitz, and abundance of am-
mMunition.

The feafon was now advancing, when the French fquadron might-
be expe&ed from the iflands. The lofs of Alamparvah deprived them .

of the only ftation under their command to the northward, and Ka~
rical remained the only one they had to the fouthward of Pondi-
Mt cherry s
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cherry ; but the importance of Karical rofe with the feafon, ‘and the
encreafing diftrefles of the capital ; for becoming, with the change
of the monfoon, the windward f{tation, all their vefiels arriving on
the coaft might get their firft intelligence here, and, if the road
were not occupied 'by a fuperior force, were always fure of water,
and frefh provifions from the fort, which the foreign fettlements of
Negapatam and Tranguebar might, or might not fupply. The
grain of the diftrics, which was confiderable, was gathered, and,
with what might be purchafed in the plentiful country of Tanjore,
would become a great refource to Pondicherry, continually lofing its
own diftricts by the fuccefles of the army; for it might be con-
veyed from Karical in the boats of the country, which, favoured by
the wind and current, would almoft make the paffage in a night,
and with little rifque, even if difcovered and purfued, as they can
keep clofe to the furf, in fhallow foundings, and along the fhore
fwell of the fea, where veflels of BEuropean conftrution feldom
chufe to venture. The French government alrcady repented of the
lofs of fuch another poffeflion in Devicotah, although not com-
manding equal advantages ; and had made a ftrong attempt to re-
cover it.  On the 24th of February, a detachment from Chilam-
brum of 30 troopers, 40 European infantry, and 400 Sepoys, with
two field-pieces, invefted the fort.  On the 27th, they were joined
by 8o Europeans and Coffrees from Pondicherry, when the whole in-
trenched themfelves within 200 yards of the walls. The breaches
which their garrifon had made when they abandoned it, were not
completely repaired; and on the 29th in the morning, the enemy made
an affault on that which was moft practicable ; the fire lafted an hour,
when they were repulfed, with the lofs, as the ferjeant fuppofed, of
two officers, and 20 of their Europeans and Coffrees, and more of
their Sepoys killed and wounded. They, however, during their ftay,
and on their retreat, fent and carried away a confiderable quantity of
grain, which had juft been got up from the harveft of the diftrids.

‘The Prefidency of Madrafs now became anxious to get pofleflion
of Karical, before the French {quadron fhould arrive en the coaft 3
but, as it was intended that the army fhould as {oon as' pofii-

' ' ble
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ble encamp near Pondicherry, in order to intercept all convoys of
provifions from the adjacent country, a body of troops fufficient for
the attack of Karical could not be fpared from the camp, without
fruftrating the other intention.. Admiral Cornifh contributed to al-
leviate part of the difficulty, by offering to proceed with all, the
men of war which had arrived with him, and to land their marines,
which were about 300 ; the Prefidency provided for the reft. All the
artillery and flores for the fiege, with the Chief Engineer, Mr. Call,
and a few gunners, were to be fent in the thips from Madrafs. Co-
lonel Monfon, who was to command, was to embark: from Alam-
parvah, with the company of pioneers, which confifted of 50 choice
Europeans, and with Captain Barker to direé the artillery. Captain
Jofeph Smith, who was efcasting the Nabob from ‘Tritchinopoly,
was ordered to reinforce his detachment from this garrifon to the
ftrength of rooo Sepoys, 100 European firelocks, 4o artillery-men,
and fix field-pieces; with this force; he was to march away from
wherever he might be, with all expedition ; and ecither inveft or lay
before Karical, as circumftances permitted, until the arrival of the
thips. Captain Richard Smith, appointed to command in Tritchi-
nopoly after the departure of Jofeph, was to fend from thence,
through the country of Tanjore, Lafcars for the fervice of the artil-
lery, 500 Coolies to pull and carry burthens, tents, doolies for the
fick and wounded, and cattle for provifions to the fquadron as well
as the troops on fhore, ‘The king.of Tanjore was requefted to fend
his troops, and every kind:of affiftance.

" The Nabob, notwithftanding his-eagernefs to appear at the head
of an army in the Carnati¢ immediately- after the vitory of Vandi-
vath, was not ready to move from Tritchinopoly until the 18th of
March, 4o days after he had received intelligence of that fuccefs,
and a month after the French had abandoned the pagodas of Sering-
ham. Befides the detachment from the garrifon of Tritchinopoly,
he was accompanied by 1000 hotfe, 1000 Sepoys, and a greater
number of various forts of good-for-nothing infantry, entertained by
himfelf. They arrived at Volcondah on the 20th, from whence he
was folicitous to proceed towards Areot; but Captain Jofeph Smit%x,
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i1 conformiity to the ordersiof the prefidency,: wifhed to.lead, him.,
towards Pondicherry.This difference of opinion kept them {fome,
days at Volcondah; dnd as)a recongiliation, by Which:{gsrfgfjjgmigg; ;
mighgibe obtained from the Nabob’s tréops; Capta_ih: Smith confented. |
to” march ‘agamit Thiagar; which 'wotld bring them nearer Arcoty
without being removéd farther from Pondicherry. But the prefi-
dency, at the {ame time that they fent orders to" Captain. Smith to. .
march away with his detachment to Karical, enjoined the Na- .
bob to keep ‘with his own troops in the country to the s. of
Gingee, between Volcondah and Chillambarum,  and to employ
them in reducing thefe diftriGts, and efpecially in preventing any
fupplies of provifions from being convgyed out of them to Pondi-
cherry, from whence he would have nothing to fear, as the Englith
army would be advanced and lying between. i a5 __ \
The number of manned Mafloolas at Madrafs, which are the only .
boats that can ply the furf, were not fufficient to carry off the .
ammunition and flores intended for the fiege as faft as the men of |
war could have taken themin ; and duting this delay, the Falmouth.,
of 6o guns was fent forward to take in Major Monfon’s party at .
Alamparvah, whilft the other fhips were lading at Madrafs;: and on
the 1 sth Colonel Coote, continuing much difordered with his wound,
came’in from the camp to adjuft with the Prefidency the prize- .
money accruing to-the army from their late fuccefles, . k
The Falmouth, ftanding into the road of Alamparvah on the 16th :
in the morning, difcovered a fhip at anchor clofe in fhore, about
two leagues to the northward of Pondicherry, and bore down to .
her with an eafy fail, under French colours; but the ftranger cut
her cable, and ran afhore into the furf, which being boifterous; «
the immediately bilged, ‘and’ all but three of the crew got athore, .
‘The boats of the Falmouth, finding it impoffible to get the fhip off; .
{et five to her, She was the Harlem, which had been difpatched by ,
Mr. Moracin from Ganjam to Mergui in the month of June, and
was returning with rice and other provifions for Pondicherry, a;ld :

had likewife tutenague and other merchandize on board, none of
‘ | which
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which could be recovered ;:-but the lofs.of the provifions was. by fax
the greateft detriment: to theienemy.., | :

Major Monfon; with the pioneers an
in the Falmouth from Alamparvah on the z sth;. they -anchored in
the road of Karical at day-break: on the 28th, when the Q_aptgin of
the Falmouth, Mathifon, went in his beat with Major Monfon to
reconnoitre the fhore. ~They difcovered no figns, either of the peo~
ple expe&ed: from Richard Smith at Tritchinopoly, or the detach-
ment with Captain Jofeph 5 whofe inftruétions had not reached them
in time to be-as yet fulfilled. At eight o’clock, the {quadron, which
had likewife failed from Madrafs on, the 2sth,. appeared., Major
Monfon went on board Mr. Cornifh’s thip, and it was agreed, not-
withftanding they. were entirely ignorant of .the place, , and difap-
pointed of the troops: they expeted to meet, to make the landing
immediately. Fifteen maffoolas accompanied. the fhips ; they took in
170 of the troops, befides the Macoas, who are the black fellows that.
row them ; thefe formed the firft divifion, and were towed to the
furf by the yawls -and pinnaces of the fhips, which, befides their
rowers, took as many foldiers as they could carry, who formed the
fscond divifion : all thefe fteered for the fhore, five miles to the north.
of the fort. ‘The third divifion of the troops embarked in the long-
boats, which were rigged with fails, and proceeded clofe to the furf,
oppofite to the fort, and the mouth of a river, which_leads to_it,
where they were to ‘appear as if intending to land by pufhing over
the bar of the river, which was not impracticable, i A=k

A fmall fnow and a floop, which drew little water, and mounted
guns, anchored as clofe as they could oppofite to a village half-way
between the real landing and the long-boats, | As {oon as the yawls.
and pinnaces reached the furf, they dropped their graplings, and caft
off the maffoolas, which immediately rowed afhore, and landed the
troops in them j then returned, and landed the fecond divifion out

" of the other boats, when a fignal was flung out, on which the
. Jong-boats came down, filing faft with the wind and ¢urrent, and

the troops in them were likew :
3taey 4+ K2 ~ ‘the

d their cq_u_:ip\ments; embarked; -

ife landed all together by H‘xg mafioolas;
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the whole without the appearance of any oppofition intended by
the garrifon. As foon as all were on fhore, they advanced to the
village oppofite to which the two {mall veflels were at anchor, and
received by catamarans two four-pounders, which belonged to the
floop, and were mounted on fhip-carriages ;. for the reliance on the
field-pieces expected with Jofeph Smith had prevented any from: be-
ing embarked at Madrafs. They pafled the night in the village
without alarm; and early in the morning moved on to take poflef-
fion of the pettah of Karical, which lay on the north fide of the
fort. It was a fpacious town, f{eparated from the fort by an efpla-
nade of 100 yards ; regular works had been traced round the other
three fides, which on the weft had been raifed to four feet above the
ground, but the baftion in the north-weft angle was completed, and
converted into a clofed redoubt, which mounted nine guns, and had
a good ditch all round, and a draw-bridge ; it was called Fort Dau-
phin : the reft of the north line was open, as was the fide to the
caft. 'The troops advancing from the north, without a guide or
intelligence, fell under fire of Fort Dauphin, by which two men
were killed, and two wounded, before the whole line got under
thelter of the buildings in the pettah ; which they entered without
meeting any interruption in the ftreets. They took poft in the
church-yard, which lay about 200 yards frem the eaft fide of the
pettah, and about the {ame diftance from the line of houfes front-
ing the fort. They found about them plenty of provifions, as well
:n the houfes of the natives, as of the French inhabitants.

The fort of Karical ftands 300 yards from the fea-fhore: a river
coming from the weft ftrikes when oppofite to the weft fide of the
fort in a curve to the fouth, which continues until oppofite to the
eaft fide at the diftance of soo yards, when the channel turning
again dire@ly to the eaft, in a 100 yards more difembogues into
the fea. The fort was an oblong fquare, completely fortified, but
had the greateft of defects, the want of {pace : for its internal area,
exclufive of the four baftions, was no more than 100 yards from W
to £. and only 50 from . tos. The baftions admitted only three

guns,
4
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guns in their faces, but each of the four curtains was covered by a
ravelin much more {pacious than the baftions, and mounting fix. A
wet ditch ran between the three curtains to the x. w. and s. and their
ravelins ; but on the eaft face the ditch furrounded the ravelin like<
wife, and dry ground occupied the fpace between the rear of this
ravelin and the eaft curtain, continping round the two baftions in
an excellent fauflfebray, from the interior angles of which the ravelin
projected. A covered way well palifaded, and a complete glacis, fur-
rounded the whole, neverthelefs the exterior extent, meafuring acrofs
from the foot of the glacis, was in the longeft dire@ion, that from
E. to w. not more than 200 yards; and the pettah outftretched this
face 200 yards on either hand. The garrifon had lately deftroyed
the lipe of buildings in the pettah, which fkirted the efplanade,
and had been fuffered to rife within 6o yards of the foot of the
glacis ; but this demolition added only a fpace of 40 yards to the
efplanade, and that not clear; for the rubbith not being yet re-
moved {till afforded fome thelter.

As foon as the Englith troops had taken poffeffion of the pettah,
Mr. Call,” with the pioneers, marched, and took pofleflion of a fa-
luting-battery, which lay near the mouth of the river, where was
likewife the flag-ftaff for the road. The fort fired fiercely as they:
were paffing, but did no harm; and in the night the pioneers be-
gan to conftruét a battery near the river on the efplanade, which
was clear quite up to where the river changes from the curve it has
made, and firikes fireight to the fea: they were not interrupted in
their work ; neither did the troops in the pettah receive any alarm
from the garrifon. The next evening a ten-inch mortar was landed,
and at ten at night began to bombard Fort Dauphin. The range
was exaltly gained at the firft fhell, and only thirteen were fired
before the guard, confifting of 50 men, abandoned it; and, know-
ing ways of which the Englith troops were not apprized, gained the
fort without interruption. About the fame time twelve gunners
{ent from Pondichery, who had landed at Tranquebar, got into the
fort, notwithiftanding a company of marines were looking out for

them, who kept't00Max from the fea-thore, whilft the gunners tra-
velled
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velled along the beach until they came to the ﬁ*@*er;_,whe;x; they con-
tintied under the bank unperceived by the pioneers employed in con-
ftru&ing: the battery. )34 i e
21 7The “cover afforded by the!pettahi determined the attack to, be
carried on againft the north face of the fort; and the greatgr_ extent
of the efplanade’ to the eafl, -which ' is oo yards (whereas to the
welt it s interrupted by the curve of the river at 3oo) gave the pre-
ference of the enfilade from the eaft, which of confequence deters
mined the breach to be in the morth-eaft baftion, and on its north

T AD A J?:"

face.  Accordingly, three batteries were marked out in the pettah,
-one to breach, and one on each hand to take off the defences: in

the battery to the eaft, two of the guns enfiladed the -ne,;gh' line
in its whole length, and’ the other two. plunged ‘into the oppofite
ravelin, and acrof$ into the ravelin on the fouth : {o: that every part

&F ‘the fort would be laid under fire. | Sailors were landed, with 'the

heavy artillery from the fhips, and affifted in drawing them, and n

‘the other fervices ufually allotted to bullocks and coolies ; for all'the

neighbouring villages were deferted, and {fupplied neither man nor

‘beaft ; ‘and no tidings arrived of the Captain Jofeph Smith’s detach=

ment, nor of the affiftance expected from tlie' \garrifon of Tritchi-
nopoly; and the king of Tanjore avoided all correfpondence with the
armament.’ . 10 15 LEFT PN TR E PR L . 3 Aiie

Captain Jofeph'Smith ‘received the orders of the prefidency on the
25th, the day he was fetting out with the Nabob from Volcondah,

-againft Thiagar; he immediately turned hismarch to Karical ;; and
.the Nabob, unwilling to'remain ' with only his own troops in:the

middle of the Carnatic, determined to march with the detachment,

“The neareft road leading from Violcondah towards Karical falls: upon

‘the Coleroon, 30 miles' N. N. w. of the city of Tanjore. Having

-crofled the river, which is there fpacious, yow continue to Comba«

.cortum, which ftands five miles farther, on the bank of the firtft arm .
.of the Caveri3 and beyond this is another arm' to ‘crofs, before yeﬁ
join the road leading eaft to the fea-thore = much of the ground
between the rivers'ss funk in marfhes, and 'the * 3 'rérounﬂ}i'g over=
flowed in rice-fields, without any continued road, which _gfeaﬂy- re-
2 tard

1
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tard the paffage of carriages; and the way between Volcoridah and
Karical being 120 miles, the march'can {carcely be 'performed ) in
Iefs than ten days'; ‘but Captain Smith had: received his orders to
advance only four days before the armament anchored at Karical,
whofe ignorance of the impoffibility’ of his appearance aggravated
their anxiety concerning the arrival of the French {quadron, which
intelligence, artﬁﬂly-iqculcated ‘from Pondicherry, led them to expect
from day to dgy'wher_i all the marines and failors muft have been
reimbarked, and Major Monfon ‘would have 'been lefe with only
60 Europeais, and without a field-piece. ' '
- 'However, thefe apprehenfions only ‘encreafed their adivity in
pufhing the attack. The ten-inch mortar, which had been employed
againft Fort Dauphin, was removed on the 31ft, and threw fhells
all night. The garrifon returned round and grape from their cangion,
and even ufed their mufketry, althoughall they fired at was undef
cover, or out of reach':'this early profufion of ammunition is rarely
followed by vigorous defence at extremity. In'the morning of the
1ft of April the two embrafures on the right of the .enfilading, bat=
tery to the eaft were opened. The paffage into the covered way lay
oppofite to this battery, leading through the glacis on the left face
of its angle projedting to the eaft, and the garrifon had lain a row
of wood and palmiras in front of the barrier gate, which clofed this
paffage at'the foot of the glacis,
with thefe materials. The ten-inch mortar
of fire-balls to fet them afire,
which the fhells are 5 inches and 3 twelfths diame

bombarded the fort.
embrafures were opened n t
arrived Captain Richard Smi
oxen, coolies, and ftores 5 and th
horfe and fix companies of Sepoys,
fent forward, as the rains and the badnefs of the roads retarded the
carriages and baggage of his detachment, with which he rema':med to
bring them on. This reinforcement afforded troops fufficient to

in order to conftruét a battery ‘there:
{ometimes threw carcaflés.
but without effe&t ; and two royals, of!
ter, continually:
In the morning of the 2d, the other two:
he enfilading battery. ‘At ten o’clock, |
th from ‘Tritchinopoly with, Lafcars,,
¢ Nabob came up likewife with 1000:,
‘whom Captain Jofeph Smith had

inveft -
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inveft the fort all round. In this day the enemy’s fire was ex-
ceffive, and difmounted one of the guns at the enfilading battery,
and endamaged all its embrafures ; but all were reftored during the
night, and the fame number of guns began to fire again the next
morning, which was the 3d of the month. At eight c:’c_lock of
this day, Captain Jofeph Smith came up with the reft of his detach-
ment, which were 1 30 European mufketry, thirty artillery-men, two
field-pieces, and five companies of Sepoys. The enemy during t__h_é
night finithed two embrafures in one face of their battery at the
barrier, which pointed againft the enfilading battery ; and traces ap-
peared of another face to the north, which feemed intended to fcowr
the oppofite ftreet of the pettah, acrofs which the attack had thrown
up a {light retrenchment. B g
Early the next morning, the breaching battery in the centre
ftreet opened with three twenty-four pounders againft the N. face
of the n.E. baftion, at the diftance of 150 yards, and was fo well
ferved by Captain Barker, who attended it, that in three rounds
the enemy quitted the three guns in the face attacked, and in lefs
than an hour all the merlons were beat down ; the other face had
before been much fhattered by the enfilading battery, which had
likewife nearly ruined the north face of the eaft ravelin: fo that
neither of the batteries had occafion to fire more than a fthot now and
then through the reft of the day. Sepoys were pofted in the ruins
of the houfes, who kept up a conftant fire through the night on the
baftion and ravelin, to prevent the enemy from placing fand-bags
to repair them. By the next morning, which was the sth of the
month, and the 1oth fince the landing, abattery, intended to deftroy
the eaft face of the north ravelin, was almoft completed, and the
other againft the w.w. baftion quite finithed ; but the guns for
neither were yet landed from the fhips. Intelligence was received,
that a detachment of 450 infantry, and 1 50 European horfe, were
arrived at Chillambarum from Pondicherry, intending to advance and
interrupt the fiege. The breach, though broad, could not be mounted
without clambering, and the immediate accefs to it was ftill de-
fended by the ditch, to which the befiegers had not yet approached,
and
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and by the parapet of the fauffe-bray, which remained undamaged :

but the gate of the barrier leading through the glacis to the eaft
ravelin, had been beaten down by ricochet fhot flying over the bat-
tery, which the enemy had raifed before it. The bafcul, or carpentry,.
which raifed and let down the draw-bridge before the N. E. face of
the eaft ravelin, had likewife been thot away, and the bndge fallen

into its place, and the garrifon had not yet deftroyed it to interrupt.
the pafiage, which thus remained clear to the ravelin. The gateway -

leading through the curtain into the fort was at the back of this
ravelin : and the fame fire had deftroyed the gates which clofed it;
nor had any thing been fubftituted to ftop the paflage ; {o that, if

the ftorm had been immediately and defperately attempted this way, .
the enemy had nothing to oppoft it, but the arms in their hands..
All thefe circumftances Major Monfon did not know ; but the com--
mandant of the fort feared, and an{wered the {fummons by requefting

to march away with the honours of war: to which Monfon re-

plied, that the whole garrifon muft become prifoners of war ; but-

that the inhabitants thould be left in pofleflion of their houfes in the

pettah, the officers have their baggage, and the Sepoys might go.
where they pleafed. The terms: were accepted ; and the Englifh

troops marched in at two in the afternocon.. The garrifon confifted
of 115 Europeans, of whom r1or1 were military, 72 Topaffes, and

250 Sepoys. Befides fmaller arms and ftores, there were in the .
place 155 pieces of cannon of all forts, and nine mortars, with a-

large ftoek of ammunition for both. Only five men were killed in
the defence, and in the attack only three Europeans, one of whom
was a failor, and five wounded. Never perhaps was fo great an

armament prepared, to fucceed with fo little lofs, excepting when .

Delabourdonnais took Madrafs in. 1746.
Neverthelefs, the capture was well worth the exertion : as befides

the advantages of its fituation with' refpet to the fea, it afforded
the French a conftant and certain inlet to the territories of Tanjore,

and by various puichafes and ceffions from the government they

had aequired diftri€ts round the fort, containing 113 villages, of -

which the farms, with the cuftoms of the port ‘and town, never

Vor. IL 4 L. produced
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produced lefs than 30,000 pagodas a year, fufficient. fgr the ex'}.)ezi_q:
of the garrifon. As the fort was too ﬁnall,.al_l Ithe Buropean inha-
bitants had theie houfes' in the pettah, which were well:_,fb;1:lt, as
were many of thofe belonging to the natives, and room was left and
marked for more to both. ‘The Nabob derived no advantage by this
fuccefs, beyond the detriment it occafioned to l.]iS cnex_m'es 3 for a
member of the council of Madrafs had been fent in the fquadron, to
negotiate with Tanjore for the redemption of the diftricis.

- The abfence of Colonel Coote and Major Monfon had left the
main army to the command of Major Robgrt Gordon, who moved
with it from Alamparvah on the 28th of March, and on the 1t of
Apnl encamped at Killenore, from whence he fent fom?ard a detach-
ment of obfervation, to take poft at Manoor, within five miles of
Valdore. The fweep of Country to the weftward of Killenore as
far as Villaporum, which lies 20 miles due weft of Pondicherry,
abounds in cattle, and ‘is as fertile as any part of the Carnatic, and
remained at this time, as the French territory became every day
more circumfcribed, their laft refource for provifions.- All the coun-
tries, which had been reduced to the fouth of Chittapett and Vandi-
vath as far as Permacoil, had been let by the Prefidency of Madrafs
to a Malabar, named Ramalinga, who accompanied the army ready
to rent more, and kept feveral companies of irregular Sepoys with
him, to place as guards in new diftricts, as reduced. By his advice,
Major Gordon refolved to fend a detachment againit Villaporum.
The diftance was 35 miles, -and the way lay between the garrifon
of Gingee on one hand, and of Valdore on the other. The detach-
ment confifted of 200 black horfe, and five companies of Sepoys,
under the command of captain Wood, and the renter accompanied
with his people. They marched from Killenore on the 3d of April,
a little after {un-fet, and, pafling through Vicravandi, captain Wood,
with the horfe, arrived before Villaporum  at ten the next morning,
but the Sepoys did not come up until two in the afternoon. ‘The
beft intelligence that could be obtained, reported, that there were
300 Sepoys and 400 horfe in the place; and at fix, as foon as the

Sepoys were refrethed, Wood led them to the attack, which could

only
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only be made by fcrambling up the wall, as they had no ladders.
Eight or ten got up to the parapet, but three or four mounting at
the Tame time were killed, which deterred thofe who were next from
tollowing, and flung the whole mto confufion, on which the enemy
{allied, but the horfe rode in between, and drove them back. The
Sepoys rallied agaiit in the pettah, and were preparing ladders to
efcalade before day=break ; but at cight o’clock at night the garrifon
abandoned the fort. Captain Wood placed three of the regular
companies of Sepoys, and 200 of the renters, to garrifon it, under
the command of an Enfign ; and at ten at night {et out on his return
with the cavalry and the other company of Sepoys. They arrived
at one in the morning at Vicrivandi, where he left this company,

and, proceeding, rejoined the camp a little after {fun-rife with the

cavalry, which accomplithed this march of 6o miles in 36 hours.
Since the retreat of the French army, their countries to the weft-
ward of Villaporum and Gingee, and the forts intended to protect
them, had, like this, been left to the defence of fuch troops as the
renters chofe to levy and maintain ; and in the end of March,
Captain Airey, who commanded in Chittapett, and from thence over
Trinomaly, fent a detachment of Sepoys to enable the garrifon there
to take the field, which in a few days drove the guards out of
Soolabgur, Tri@alou-r, and Trivaneloor : th_efe three forts had been
taken poficfiion of by Mahomed Ifloof and Kiftnarow of Thiagar,
whilft they were ravaging the countries adjacent to them during
the fiege of Madrafs. Soolabgur is fituated on a hill 15 miles s.s.w,
and Tricolour on the plain 20 miles s. of Trinomaly : Thivelanoor
ftands ro miles s. E. of Tricaloor, and 20 s. w. of Villaporum. The
French garrifon of Gingee on the one fide, and of Thiagar on the
other, were the neareft to protect thefe lefler forts; but both were
too much alarmed for their own fafety, to rifk any detachments.
abroad : the one by the Nabob’s camp then at Volcondah, the other
by the Englifh army at Killenore. Kiftnarow, after the lofs of
'fi';iagar in the preceding month of June, had remained with the
Nabob at T'ritchinopoly, and, after the vi&ory of Vandivaih, obtained
his permiffion to aét as a free-booter in the French diftriéts, and,
¢ Loz having
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having plunder to offer, eafily enlifted a number.gf horfe, with
‘which he accompanied the Nabob to Volecondah, and from thence
‘trooped away to the country about Chilambarum, where they were
carrying on all kind of ravage, at the time that Captain Wood
‘marched and took Villaperum. |
Colonel Coote recovered of his wound, rejoined the army at Kille-
nore on the 7th ; and the next day, after reconnoitring Valdore, fent
off 350 of the black horfe, to join Kiftnarow in the country about Chi-
lambarum; {o that a chain of troops, or pofts, was now eftablifhed,
w hich encircled Pondicherry in a fweep of 70 miles, from that place
to Allamparvah. On the 1oth, a large number of Sepoys were feen
marching into Valdore from the Gingee road: they were what remain-
ed of the body commanded by Zulphacarjung, who, when driven out
of the pettah of Arcot by captain Wood, continued, until this fort
was taken, at the back of Velore, encouraged for fear of accidents b
Mortizally. From Velore he marched to Gingee ; and Mr. Lally,
yielding to the reprefentation of Mr. Deleyrit, and the general dif-
couragement, reprefled his prejudices againft thefe troops, and re-
called them to a& again with the European force. Zulpharcarjung
left a part of his Sepoys to reinforce Valdore, and marched on with
the reft into Pondicherry.

The next day Colonel Coote advanced the army to Manoor, and
{fent forward Major Robert Gordon, with a large detachment, to
take pofleffion of the pettah under the fort of Valdore s the day
after, which was the rath, he broaght up the reft of the army, and

encamped at Cartaricopum, a village about a mile to the eaft, nearer

Pondicherry. 1In the night, two batteries were commenced, and
thells thrown, which the garrifon anfwered by fhot, and both were
employed without mifchief. The next day all the cavalry, not on
duty, were detached, under the command of a Lieutenant, to re-
connoitre : and proceeded to the hither end of the Red-hill. ‘The
atoons of infantry advanced towards
and made fome evolutions as intending to fall on their flanks,
which the Englith cavalry prevented by contrary motions, and re-

turned

them,

. el
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turned to camp. They had perceived at a diftance a large cloud of
duft, as of troops with cannon, advancing from Pondicherry.

The fort of Valdore ftands nine miles N. N, w. of Pondiches.y.
Its form is an exa& parallelogram, {quaring with the compafs; and
extending 300 yalds from E. to w. and 210 from N, to s, It is fitu-
ated in a plam, and its original fortifications, like. the generality of
the forts in the eo‘a_nti Yy, were a rampart with towers, a faufle-bray,
and a ditch. Mr. Dupleix, had raifed a glacis on the north-fide,

and had converted the center tower on this fide, and that in the s. w.

-angle, into baftions with faces and flanks; but the pettah, which
‘is to the weft, remained within 150 yards of the wall : fo that the
vicinity of Pondicherry was its beft defence. In the morning of the
I4th one of the batteries opened; it fronted and battered the tower
1n the north-weft angle with one gun, and with the other tools. off
the defences of the next tower in the weft wall. 5
The duft feen the day before was from a bedy of troops magching
to encamp under Villenore. The mtelhgence of the prefent day faid
they were the whole army, -and that Mr. L‘llly intended to attack
the Englith camp by furprize in the enfuing night, which deter-
mined Colonel Coote to reconnoitre them himfelf when the {un
abated in the afternoon. All the cavalry in two divifions, each ac-
companied by five companies of Sepoys, marched with him.  When
arrived at the Red-hill, oppofite to Villenore, he' proceeded along
the foot of it with one of the divifions, and fent the other ‘acrofs
the plain, to examine the enemy’s out-pofts on that fide, whilft his
own divifion came. oppofite to a body of Europeans, with two field-
pieces drawn up in the high road neaveft the hill, leading to the
. bound-hedge. ‘They cannonaded, but at too great a ddhncc; and
Colonel Coote continued under the fide of the hill until dark, m
order to perfuade the enemy that he intended to patrole the field all
night ; but returned foon after to the camp. Five or fix Sepoys
and a horfe were killed in this fervice. In thc fiege, one of the guns
in the battery was ruined by the fire of the fort. Shells continued

through the night, and the next morning, which was the 1 5th, the
other
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other battery was completed and opened. It faced the tower i the
s. w. angle, and the fire from both: continued thz‘o'\igrh}:ghg day as
hot as it could be fafely kept up. The whole of the French troops
had affembled at Villenore during the night, and puthed on ad-
vanced pofts, which, in the morning, began to fkirmifh with thofe
of the camp; where all, excepting the men at the Dbatteries, were
kept in readinefs to tumn out the line, but the enemy’s main body
did not advance. Intelligence was repeated of their intentions to
artack the camp this night, as the night before: on which Colonel
Coote firuck all the tents at funfet, as if he mednt to change his
ground, but pitched them again m the fame place after dark ; but
half the troops lay on their arms until day-light, The howitz con-
tinued through the night, and in the morning the batteries, which
had been much impaired, renewed their fire as violently as the day
before. ‘The tkirmithes likewife recommenced between the out-
guards of both armies. At two in the afternoon, both breaches ap-

peared practicable; and a deferter, who at this hour efcaped from the °

fort, reported, that the garrifon had nearly expended all their am-

munition, and were inclined, if not immediately relieved, to fur-

render ; on which Colonel Coote ordered Major Gordon, who com-
manded the attack, to fummons the commandant at four o’clock, at
which hour he fhould proceed himfelf with the main body from the
camp, and offer  battle to the enemy’s ; which if they avoided, and
the garrifon refufed to furrender, Major Gordon was to ftorm the

breaches, and Colonel Coote would fend affiftance; but, if the

enemy’s arfmy came to an engagement, Gordon was to march from

the batteries with his divifion, and form the third line in the order

of battle. Accordingly the main body advanced a mile and a half
from the camp, and halted in fight of the enemy, who only fent
forward their European cavalry and fome Sepoys, which were met b

parties of the Englifh cavalry, European and black, {upported likewife

by Sepoys, and fome were wounded on both fides by fire-arms, but no -

charges made hand to hand. = At fix o’clock, Colonel Coote received
word, that the garrifon of Valdore had confented to furrender without

he
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he returned with the line to the camp. The garrifon confifted of a
captain, a lieutenant, 8o other Europeans, and 280 Sepoys : they
had loft only two men killed, and three wounded ; and the Englith
not more. There were in the fort' 25 pieces of cannon, and fome
paddy. Colonel Coote, as foon as he had taken pofleffion, detached
200 of the black horfe, with goo Sepoys, under the command of
Aflafbeg, to take Trivadi, in which were fome Sepoys that pro-
tefted the diftriét, and gathered the produce for the French govern-

ment. .
Of the French prifoners which had been taken in the late fucceffes,

the Prefidency-of Madrafs had inlifted 60 of thofe confined there, -
and fent them to the camp. Thefe men, as foon as they came
before Valdore, fo near their own army and their capital, deferted

daily, and 40 of them were gone before the place was' reduced ;
fome of the company of French Volunteers likewife went off, al-

though they had hitherto behaved with as much {pirit as if fighting-

under, inftead of againft, their own colours. But as foon as Valdore
fell, new deferters began to come over from the enemy, three, four,
and five in a day : neverthelefs all that remained of thofe fent from
Madrafs were returned thither to be confitied again, for the perfidy
of their comrades.

On the rgth, Colonel Coote went out again in the afternoon,
with the cavalry, and fix companies of Sepoys, to reconnoitre on
the Red-hill ; the French eavalry, {upported likewife by fome Se-
poys, came out, and advanced along the nearelt avenue, but only
the Sepoys on either fide engaged, and that with diftant firing, until
four field-pieces came up from Villenore, on which Colonel Coote
returned to the camp. = T'wo of his black horfemen were killed, and
the horfe of a trooper, with five Sepoys, wounded. -

During thefe operations of the main army, Colonel Monfon was
advancing with his divifion from Karical. Tlhe French prifoners
taken there were fent to Tritchinopoly, under the efcort of two
companies of Sepoys, and of 6o of the Europeans, who had been
drawn from that garrifon on this fervice; two other of thefe com-

and two lent by the Nabob, with 12 Europeans, were left

panies,
1
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1760. in Karical. Captain Jofeph Smith, with the reft qf]\h;s command !
i from Tritchinopoly, of which 30 were artillery men, remained, as:
' did half the marines from the fquadron; the other halfy with all

the battering artillery, were re-embarked, The N: abb‘b;w&hx, his |
troops, likewife accompanied Major Monfon. They moved on the
1oth of April, and continued by the road along the fea-thore, until
they came to the mouths of the Coleroon near Devicotah, when they
ftruck to the weft, and pafled the river in its fingle channel, oppo-
fite to the pagoda of Chilambarum. At the paffage, they were.
joined by Kiftnarow, with his party of horfe, who a few days be- |
fore had intercepted two companies of Sepoys, efcorting three tum-
brils of ammunition,to Chilambarum, which he took, having killed
and difperfed all the Sepoys, and gatheted up their arms. Major
Monfon fummoned this place on: the 19th ; and on refufal, two
eighteen-pounders were difembarked from the {quadren, which was
at anchor off the bar of Devicotah. They were brought on cata-
marans up the Coleroon, and joined the camp the next day. The
flender walls of the pagoda would not have refifted a fingle fhot,
and, although the French had projeted redoubts at the four angles, |
and one in the middle of the north, and another of the fouth wall ;
thefe ‘'works had only been carried up a little way in earth; and
could only ferve for cannon fired in barbette; fcaffoldings had been
ereted for mufketry, and there was a gun in each of the towers at
the angles. In the twilight of the evening, the garrifon perceived
the artillery-men of the camp bringing fafcines to the fpot where
the battery was-intended, and miftook the fafcines for fealing-lad-
ders; on which the officers held a confultation, which did not re-
{olye until midmight; when the camp, to their great furprize, faw
anumber of torches held out together upon the wall, and difcovered |
amongft them a white flag, which the torches were illuminating, |
‘The fignal of {urrender was accepted ; fome troops advanced to the |
gate, and were admitted on the promife of good treatment fo the
garrifon ; which confifted of eight officers, and 40 other Europeans. |
‘The next day, the marines were fent to Devicotah, to be re-embarked |
on the {quadron ; and Kiftnarow, with his horfe, was detached to

i deftroy
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deftroy the French diftriéks about Cuddalore. This way lay the
neareft road to Valdore; but Major Monfen, imagining that Mr.
Lally might poft a force at Cuddalore to interrupt the march of his
own, which was not ftrong in Europeans, if they thould take this
route ; and, being unwilling to expofe the perfon of the Nabob to
any danger, refolved to turn inland, and attack Verdachelum ; from
whence he might proceed to Vaaldore, keeping the main body of the
army between his own divifion and Pondicherry.

The enemy kept only Sepoys in their ftation at Trivadi, who
abandoned it on the approach of Affafbeg’s detachment, although
they came without cannon. Encouraged by this eafy fuccefs, Aflaf beg
proceeded towards Cuddalore, where the fame panic had prevailed,
and no troops remained to oppofe his entrance; but the town was
not entirely deferted by the inhabitants. This flation was of
much utility, as the road was in fight, and at this feafon to wind-
ward of Pondicherry: two companies of Sepoys were pofted in
the town ; the houfes of the faGtory were prepared to ferve as an hof=
pital to the fquadron ; bullocks were fent off to fupply the thips with
freth provifions ; and the few boatmen remaining in the town re-
ceived encouragement to colle® more of their own craft from dif-
ferent parts of the coaft. On the 25th Rear-admiral Cornifh an-
chored iw the road, with the fix men of war from Karical, and on
the 2¢th was joined by Admiral Stevens, with four more from Bom-
bay : they were part of the nine, which compofed Mr. Pococke’s
fquadron in the preceding year, two of which were arrived before
with Mr. Cornith. Of the three others, the Salifbury was not com-
pletely repaired, and the Cumberland had not entered the dock
when Mr. Stevens failed; the Yarmouth remained, in confe-
quence of orders from the admiralty, to convey Mr. Pococke to
England, from whence he had been abfent five years.  All the pre-
fidencies followed him with the moft grateful acknowledgements of
the eminent fervices he. had rendered the nation during his conti-
nuance and command in the feas of India, which he completed, by
efcorting fafely from St. Helena, in the heat of the war, 1 3 fail of the
company’s thips returning from their fettlements, which arrived in

Nor. IIL. 4+ M England
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x76o, England in the O&ober following, and were the nchei’c ﬂeet that

Apl il

had ever entered the Thames at one time. i

The two'armies had continued in their refpeétive encampments,
their advanced guards in full fight, and continually alarmxng one
another ; and on the 27th at day-break, the French cavalry, with
zo of their infantry, attacked a poft of Sepoys and black horfe,
killed fix or {even of each, and wounded more ; and loft themfelves
two huffars killed, and their officer, with feveral wounded.

Nothing of confequence pafled for feveral days after, and in the

" might between the firft and {econd of May, the whole French army

decamped from Perimbé, and retreated clofe to the bound- hedge, j
leaving only an advanced poft with two guns about half a mile in
front of the main body. Colonel Coote went in' the afternoon,
with his ufual efcorte of horfe and Sepoys, to reconnoitre their po-
fition, and, advancing too near, feveral of his Sepoys were kﬂled by
¢he fire of the cannon from the advanced poft,

Major Monfon with his divifion, and the Nabob mth his
troops, arrived before Verdachelum on the z6th.  This place ftands
60 miles N. N. w. of Chillambrum, and 6o s. w. from Valdore. It

s extenfive, and was originally a pagoda, and although converted

into a fort by the addition of towers at the angles, and projeéted

mafies of mafonry in each of the fides as gateways, ftill continued
of very feeble defence againft cannon. "It feemed therefore only
to acquit his military honour, that the commanding officer refufed
to furrender on the firft fummons; for the next day, on the ap-
pearance of the two eighteen-pounders in battery, he of his own ac-
cord threw out the white flag, and furrendered at difcretion. His
garrifon were, befides himfelf and another officer, 13 Europeans, and

150 Sepoys. This place as well as Chillambrum was delivered over
to the Nabob, who gave them in charge of his own Sepoys, ‘and put
both glrnfons under the command of Kiftnarow. He was here

 joined by his brother, Maphuze Khan, who when leaft expeéted,

had left the Pulitaver in the beginning of Januaty, and joined Ma-
homed 1fioof at Tinivelly ; from whence he was fent, with an ef-
corte, to Puducotah, the principal town of the polygar Tondiman,

where
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where he remained, ftill full of fufpicions of the evil intentions of
the' Nabob, until encouraged to truft him by repeated aflurances
from the Prefidency, that no harm fhould befall him.. He arrived with
very few attendants, and had not money to entertain more. From
Verdachelum, the troops continued their route by Villaporuin and Vi-
¢ravandi, and arrived at Valdore on the 3d of May. 'The Nabob re-
mained in the camp until the roth, much delighted with the army
and commanders, who had reftored him to {o great a part of his
dominions. He then proceeded to Madrafs, in order to regulate
with the Prefidency the modes of adminiftration in the countries
which had been recovered.

The French, when they abandoned Cuddalore, demolifhed the
parapets of the baftions, took down the three gates, and made fe-
veral breaches in the rampart, and the whole face of the town front-
ing the fea never had a wall. Several informations had been lately
received, that Mr. Lally intended to retake Cuddalore, of which
Colongl Coote advifed the officers there, and warned them to keep
{pecial guard.  On the 1oth at night, 100 Europeans, with 6o
huflars and three companies of Sepoys, entered the town, furprized
and difperfed the Sepoys, and advanced to the hofpital, where they
took five furgeons, fix petty officers, and 58 failors and marines be-
longing to the {quadron, moftly fick, whom they carried away, and
left none of their own men to maintain the place. The next day,
a reinforcement of two companies of Sepoys, with 20 of the Eu-
ropean horfe, and a ﬁeld—piecc, under the command of Lieutc_nant
Fitzgerald, were fent into the town from the camp, and 6o marines
were landed from the {quadron. At four in the enfuing morn-
ing, whilft it was yet dark, a ﬁronger_ party than the night before
entered the town again, and took the ficld-piece ; but, finding more
refiftance than they expected, retreated over the rivers towards Fort
St. David, of which the fortifications had been fo completely de-
molifhed, that a fingle redoubt was not left to give poft to a
company of infantry, Lieutenant Fitzgerald, with the huffars and
fome Sepoys, for all would not move, and none of the marines, fol-
lowed, and hung in their rear, until they had recrofled the Panar

4 M2 beyond
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beyond Fort St. David; where the enemy abandoned the field-
piece they had taken. It was faid, that the commander was killed,
three other officers wounded, and 3z of the common foldiers
killed and wounded. Of the Englith troops a Jemidar with 20 Se-
poys: were wounded, and a Subadhar was killed. From this ear-
neftnefs, other attempts were cxpefted, and diligence was ufed to
render the place more defenfible, and the Sepoys were augmented to
700. On the 20th, information was received, that the enemy in=
tended another attack, with a much greater force than the laft : on
which, Colonel Coote detached an officer, with 30 Europeans, and
300 black horfe, to interrupt their parties, or fuccour the place.
The officer went with the Europeans into the town, and ftationed
the horfe at a diftance without; between one and two in the morn-
ing, the expected attack was made by 700 Europeans, 400 Sepoys,
1 50 of the French horfe,which were halfthis body : and they had four .
field-pieces. They divided into five different affaults ; all entered the
town, but were flopped at the traverfes which had been thrown up
in the ftreets leading to the hofpital, which refifted the dire@ fire
of their field-pieces, and commanded their mufketry. They how-
ever perfifted, until two of theig officers were killed, and 6o private
men killed and wounded. The Englifh officer followed them, with
the black horfe and fome Sepoys, to the Panar: but their cavalry
and ficld-pieces keeping in order in the rear, deterred any effe@ual at-

* tempt to interrupt their retreat.

On the 23d, the Salifbury joined the fquadron from Bombay, and
brought from thence to the affiftance of the army three companies.
of the royal artillery, which the King had fent for the defence of
that ifland, and the government there, very judicioufly, to the coafty
where they were more immediately wanted.  They were 1 78 men,
exclufive of officers, all found, and joined the army a few days
after from Cuddalore, where they landed. After the retreat of
the French troops to the bound-hedge, the two camps were at
too great a diftance to. afford fuch continual occafions of fkirmith
as before, I -
‘The:
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The fuceelles of the Englith army, had not a little conduced to
encreafe the diflentions which had long rent the government of
Pondicherry, where calamity, inftead of reconciling, only exafperated
the animofities of thofe who were fharing the fame diftrefles. The
lofs of Permacoil was imputed to the retreat of the army, which was
on march to relieve it ; but they were only faulty in not having ad-
vanced with more expedition; and in ecither cafe Mr. Lally, not
being prefent, was exempt from blame: which neverthelefs was
urged, becaufe the officer who commanded in his abfence was of
his own regiment, and fuppofed to be much in his favour. The
£l of Alamparvah was aferibed to the lofs of Permacoil, and Valdore
to malignant treachery, that Pondicherry might be deprived of the
laft poft which remained to prote& any convoys which might at-
tempt to get into the town. Mr. Lally was informed of what every
one thought and faid concerning himfelf; and retaliated with far-
cafms on their forenefs for the lofs of their own peculations out of the
diftri&s which he had been obliged to abandon. In this ftate of vi-
rulence were minds, when the fquadron with Mr. Cornith was
working up the coaft to Karical. There were in the town of Pon-
dicherry, 6oo Europeans, invalids, fit only for garrifon duty : and
the inhabitants were 500 more Europeans. Thefe, added to the
regular troops, would contribute to make a formidable difplay, which
Mr. Lally intended to exhibit on the ftrand to the view of the
fquadron, as they were paffing through the road : orders were given
in confequence. ~ The covenanted fervants of the French company
were to be a part of the parade; buta little before, at the hour ap-
pointed, they came into the court of the government-houfe, and
fent up word'to Mr. Lally, that they would not march unlefs led
by the Governor and Council, whom Mr. Lally had exempted from
this duty. Mr. Deleyrit, the governor, immediately offered to put
himfelf at their head's but the counfellors coming in, faid, that none
of the Company’s fervants were obliged to bear arms out of the walls
of the town. ‘On’ this declaration, Mr. Lally arrefted the two
fpokefimen of the Council, and twb of the forwardeft of the repug-

pants, difarmed and difiniffed the reft, and went on with the review
withont:
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without them. ‘The offence and ‘punifhment left no bounds to the:
mutual averfion between him and the company’s fervants, Whilf
the Englith army were attacking Valdore, two  fhips attived from
the iflands 5 they brought neither troops nor money, but unfavou-
rable advices, which were with much caution fu pprefled, and pub-
lithed as good news with falute of cannon, fireworks, and rejoicings,
* That Mr. D’Achg’s {quadron, reinforced from France to 25 fail
“¢ of the line, might be foon expeéted on the coafk, with a large body
¢ of land forces on board.”  After the fall of Valdore, a few en-
clofures under the guns at Villanore and Ariancopang, with the
ground within the bound-hedge, and the town Df:Poudicherry it-
felf, contained all the live provifions, on which the colony was to
rely for their future {uftenance, and all further means were precluded
of bringing in grain or other articles of ftore from the country
without ; for although Gingee and Thiagar remained in the hands
of the French, their fituation was diftant, and' their garrifons not
ftrong enough to furnith fufficient efcorts, and no parties equal to the
{ame purpofe could be detached from the main body, without in curring
the rifque of interception. - When the farm of the difttiQs adja-
cent to Pondicherry was taken from the European ' renters, and
let to the Malabar, after the defeat at Vandivath, there was a fuf:
ficient quantity of grain on the ground in reach of Pondicherry, to
have ftocked the place, as fome fay, for years; but money was then
more fcarce than viuals, and the new farmer swas permitted to {el}
his grain, that he might be enabled to pay his rent in coin into the
treafury, inftead of delivering grain, as acquittal,'— into the magd-
zines. As foon as Permacoil and Alamparvah fell, and the Englith
army advanced between Gingee and Pondicherry, Mr. Lally fiw this
error, and that it was not retrievable, but by means which he had hje
therto, with too much prefumption, defpifed. :
Hyder Ally, the general of the Myforeans, had at this time' ace
quired the whole power of the government. He had lately taken
the King out of the hands of his uncle, the Dalaway, whom we

have feen commanding the  Myfore troops ' before Tritchino-

iiifd POly*
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poly. . The Dalaway had agreed to retire to the fort of My-
fore with a jaghire allowed for his maintenance and fecurity, and
Hyder Ally was left withoeut controul ; for the King was young, weak,
and timid.  Not unmindful, however, of a reverfe of fortune, Hy-
der Ally caft about to get fome place of refuge immediately for his
treafures, and contingently for his own perfen ; and judicioufly pre-
ferred Thiagar in the Carnatic, as well for the difficulty of accefs
to it from Myfore, as the inexpugnable nature of its fortifications.
" A Portuguefe monk, named Norognha, who affumed, and perhaps
had obtained, the title of Bithop of Halicarnaffus, had, by refidence
under the pretext of religious miffion, acquired much knowledge of
the adjacent countries, as well as of the Carnatic itfelf, and Mr.
Lally, immediately on his arrival at Pondicherry, gave him his con-
fidence, and employed him in all his tranfaftions with the chiefs of
the country. The bithop performed his commiflions with zeal ; for
he was greedy of money, and it is a common cuftom m India te
give fome to the negotiator of a treaty. It was he who bargained
for the Morattoes who joined the French army at Arcot; after
which he continued in Velere, watching other opportunities, and
either fuggefted to Hyder Ally, or di-fcovered his in’cliimt-ion'-s to
obtain Thiagar. Mr. Lally feeing no other means of procuring
relief to the neceffities. which began to threaten Pondicherry,
reprefled the .contempt with which he had hitherto regarded
the military .faculties of the princes in India, and fent two of his
officers to conclude: the treaty with Hyder Ally. It was agreed,
<« that Hyder fhould" immediately fend a body of 2000 horfe, and
4¢ 2000 Sepoys. with artillery, who, on their arrival at Thiagar,
4« were to be put in poflefiion of that fort, and of Elvanafore, with
<¢ the dependencies of both, which were to remain the property of
«¢ the Myforeans in perpetuity as long as the flag of France exifted in

¢« India. This army was to be paid at the rate of 100,000 Tupees a.

«¢ month, from the day of their arrival at Thiagar.! Ten eighteen
«¢ pounders. were to be given as a prefent to Hyder, -exc:lflﬁve-of the
<< grtillery in the two forts, which, ‘as well as all the military ftores,
« was to be delivered with them. His troops were to be furnifhed

« ywith
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¢ with ammuanition, whilft {erving for the French ; who, after the
¢« Carnatic fhould be cleared, were to affilt him in conquering the
% {outhern countries of Madura and Tinivelly. Befides the number
¢ already ﬁipﬁlated, Hyder Ally engaged to fupply 1000 horfe and
¢ 2000 Sepoys more : in confideration of which, half the countries
¢ which fhould be recovered in the Carnatic, were to be affigned to
« his government, -excepting the French company’s domains of
% Villenore, Valdore, Bahoor, and Alamparvah: the territory of
« Vellore, as belonging to Mortizally, their ally, and the diftricts de-
¢ pendant on Trinomalee, having been granted in appanage to Rajah-
¢ faheb, the fon of Chundafaheb, were likewife exempted; and
¢t whatfoever portion of the Carnatic fhould fall to the Myforeans,
* was to be delivered back to the French, in propertion to the pro-
“ grefs of the acquifitions in the fouthern countries,”

The negotiation was conducted with fo much fecrecy, that no
furmifes of it were obtained by the Englith until the 24th of May,

juft as their late fuccefles feemed to have left nothing on the land,

which could interrupt the profecution of their intention to
blockade Pondicherry; for which, preparations were making at
Madrafs, when Colonel Coote received ntelligence of this un-
expetted alliance by a letter from one of his correfpondents in
Pondicherry, * fignifying, that Mr. Lally was preparing a con-
fiderable detachment, to march and join Hyder Ally. at Thiagar,
Hyder it was known was not there, nor was there any probability,
that his other interefts would permit him to leave Seringapatam :
nor were any difpofitions obferved in the enemy’s encampment,
which fignified fuch a detachment as was faid to be going. On the
3oth, Colonel Coote went out to reconnoitre them himfelf, ac-
companied as ufual by the black horfe and Sepoys. The enemy can-
nonaded hotly, and killed fome of the horfemen ; but Aflafbeg, with
two or three {quadrons, broke in upon their Sepoys, and killed 14
of them. Nothing appeared for feveral days after to confirm the
intelligence ; and Colonel Coote began to regard it as a rumour
thrown out by Mr. Lally himfelf, to conceal fome other defign,
when, on the 7th of June, he received a confirmation of it from

| ' Kift-
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Kiftnarow, who had been ordered to: look out, and had advanced
with his party to Volcondah. -

‘The firft divifion of the Myfore troops, confifting of 1000 horfe,
and 2000 Sepoys, arrived at Thiagar on the 4th of June, and the
next day fome of their parties, roaming to colleét cattle, {kirmifhed
with Kiftnarow’s near the pettah of Volcondah. The reft of thesdi-
vifion flill remaining at Thiagar were 30 miles nearer Pondicherry ;
and Kiftnarow believing the exaggerated accounts of their numbers,
and being in want of ammunition, hurried back to proteét the dif~
tricts of Verdachelum, which had been entrufted, not without pro-
fit, to his care; from hence he fent his report and his fears to Co-
lonel Coote, with earneft requeft of reinforcements; and then, he
faid, he would march, and beat the Myforeans. |

A month before the rumours of thefe troops, the forces which
the Myfore government maintained in Dindigul had commenced
hoftilities againft the adjacent polygars depending on Tritchi-
nopoly ; and it was reported that they intended to get pofleflion
of the pafs of Nattam, which would preclude the immediate com-
munication between Tritchinopoly and Madura. But as the My-
{foreans in thefe quarters had feveral times before attacked the pof-

feffions of the Nabob, their prefent hoftilities had not led to any.
{ufpicions of the greater effort which Hyder Ally was preparing,

againft the Carnatic ; nor were they deemed of d;mger to require im-
mediate; refiftance from this province : but Mahomed Iffoof fent a
detachment from Tinivelly to Madura, from whence they were to take
the field and enter the diftri&s of Dindigul ; and the troops main-
tained by the Nabob for the prote@ion of the diftri&s of ‘T'ritchi-
nopoly, aflembled at the pafs of Nattam, ‘under the command of
Huflain Cawn, who had ferved with the French at Terriore and
Seringham until they retreated out of thefe countries, when he
offered his fervice to the Nabob, and was accepted.

The heats of the feafon, fince the land-winds had fet in in° April,
had this year been much more intenfe than ufual ;. and had ftruck
ficknefs through the camp. Sixty Europeans had died, and 300
were in the hofpital, and to preferve the reft from the fun, the day-
duty of the line was done by the Sepoys. From the fame attention
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fifty of the late deferters had been incorporated, and _éalled the Free
Company, under the command of two French -oﬂicegs,_ brothers,
of the name of Martin: like the French volunteers, they were
intended for the fervices of moft fatigue and danger, and were
now employed, for the firft time. The:y marched on the Iot};,,
acc8@mpanied by 25 Coffrees, two companies of Sepoys, 1000 bl}lck
horfe, and an iron gun  with five European gunners, to jon Kift+
narow at Villaporum ; as it was fuppofed .the Myforeans would
attempt to pafs either by this place, or Trivadi. 5

Although no regular detachments had marched from Pomy-.
cherry, fmall parties to the amount of 200 Europeans had pafled
at different times undifcovered to Gingee, and from thence
proceeded to Thiagar, before the firft divifion of Myforeans
arrived  theres ' but remained in order to accompany the main
body to Pondicherry. Preparing for this important convey and
reinforcement, the garrifons both of Thiagar and Ging_ec had
colle@ed all the cattle, which the inhabitants had not driven out
of "their reach s but the Myfore horfe in three days fivept a
much greater number; but refufed to proceed with them, until
fully apprized what interruption they were likely to meet in the.
way ; and the French officers were afraid to tell them that they only
ran the rifque of more by this delay. _ -

The Martins arrived at Villaporum on the rzth, and heard no-
thing of Kiftnarow’; and the commandant of Gingee, thinking he
could cope with their detachment, marched from his forts with 1oo
Europeans, fome Sepoys and black horfe. The Martins, as well as
the deferters they commanded, behaved with much {pirit in their
new caufe, and repulfed their countrymen, who acted but fantly.
Some of the French Sepoys were killed, and two Europeans, a To-
paze, and a Coffree, were made prifoners. _ _

Notwithftanding this fuccefs and repeated injunétions Kiftnarow
{till kept aloof; and, as it was fuppofed that the Myforeans already
arrived were the whole body, amd would advance, accompa,tzieﬂ
by the Eauropeans from Thiagar, to which force that with the
Martins although ftrong, would in no wife have been equal, another

detach<
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detachmient fhill fironger was fent from the camp: both when
Joined-would amount to 190 European infantry, 30 European horfe,
25 Coffrees, 600 Sepoys, and 1600 black horfe; and were to be
commanded by major More, the fame who marched in January to
Tripetty, and had lately been promoted from the rank of captain:
Mote Myforeans atriving, they called in their parties, and
being joined by 40 or o of the French troops from Thiagar,
appeared before Tricalore on the rothi but, the Frenchmen
having brought only two or thtee {mall field-pieces, and the
fort being of ftone, the Sepoys within, who were three good com-
panies left there by Captain Airey, refufed, to furrender; and
by ‘the fire of their mufketry from the walls obliged the enemy to
retire ; who then went againft Tritchimungalum, a fort five miles to
the eaft, where the garrifon, which was likewife of Sepoys, took
fright, and evacuated it on ‘their approach. From this place all
the Myfore cavalry, now 1500, fet off for Pondicherry, driving a
multitude of cattle. but unaccompanied by any troops on foot, even
their own, thdt, 1t interrupted, the horfe might be free to force their
way, or retire. The rule of thefe countries had {0 often been fhifted
to and fro by the fortune of war, and they had fuffered fo much,
as well from the ravages of hoftility, as 'the concuffions of unfettled
government, that they regarded both the Englith and French at
leaft as tyrants, when not enemies; and, at this time, the renters
and 'heads of villages, not knowing how foon they might have new
mafters, gave no affiftance to Major More’s detachment, who, dif-
trefled for provifions, and mifled by falfe intelligence, advanced from
Villaporum towards T'ricalore, where they expected fupplies, and
hoped to intercept the ‘Myforeans in their rout ; who'had paffed be-
fore to the fouth, by Trivanclore, and arrived at Trivadi on the
23d, where they halted the day. Mr. Lally, apprized of their
approach, had moved hLis whole army from the bound hedge
to his former encampment at Perimbe, in full fight of Valdore,
and then detached 5o of his European cavalry to join the
Myforeans on the road. ‘Colomel Coote received quick intel-
ligence of their arival at Trivadi, with an‘account of their num-
4N 2 bers,
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bers, and immediately fent out all the cavalry remaining in the

‘camp, which were 1000 black, and 8o European hotfe: they were

led by Vaflerot, but whilft proceeding ftreight towards Trivadi, the
Myforeans filed off from thence along the Panar, until they reached
the bounds of Fort St. David, and then croffing the plain, and keep~
ing about a mile from the {ea, came in towards the -evening at
Ariancopang, three miles in the rear of the French camp at Perimbé.
"Fhey fet out from Trivadi, with 2000 head of cattle, which re-
tarding their march, they ‘left in different herds in various places,
intending to return and bring them in by detachments ; {o that only
200 bullocks arrived with them at the French camp.

'The day after, Mr. Lally, in order to make proof of their fervice, -
advanced with them all, and the French European horfe, towards
the grand guard of the Englith cavalry, which was pofted a mile and
a half in front of the camp. All, when at a proper diftance, fet
off on the gallop, and furrounded the guard on every fide. Colonel
Coote immediately pufhed to relieve them with the main body of
the cavalry, from the camp ; but before they came up, as thefe kind
of onfets are generally decided in: a very few minutes, the whole
guard was difperfed, and hurrying back to . take fhelter with the
main body. The Myforeans carried off 30 horfes belonging to the
black cavalry, and feven to the huffars.

Enfign Turner, who commanded at Cuddalore, receiving intel-
ligence of the cattle which had been left on the way, went
out with the Sepoys of his garrifon, and in two or three days col-
leéted and drove in goo of them; and none of the reft got into
Pondicherry.

The detachment of Myforeans efcorted the officers appointed by
Hyder Ally to fettle the treaty and the plan of operations with the
French government. A little before their arrival a report had been
{pread, that orders were on the way recalling Mr. Lally to France ;
which the Myforeans hearing, infifted that Mr. Deleyrit, and all the
members of the Council, fhould fign the treaty:: had they re-
fufed, no further affiftance was to be expected ; they therefore figned
it, but at the fame time compofed a proteft, which they kept en-

tircly
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tirely feert amongft themfelves, objecting more efpecially to the
monthly fum which the My{oreans were to receive as pay, to dif-
charge which nomoney exifted ; and that the territories ceded to them
were of much more value than the- 1ndefinite fervices they were likely
to perform. « Neverthelefs this clandeftine difapprobation was unwor-
thy their office, being caleulated to exempt themfelves from blame, and
to exaggerate it on Mr, Lally, if affairs thould better with the aflift-
ance of the Myforeans ; at the fame time the apparent fan&ion evinced
that the council faw no immediate means fo likely to ftop the progrefs
of the Englith fuccefles, which had taken every thlng abroad but
Thiagar and Gingee, and were at this inftant menzcing the capital,
Pondicherry : fo that had the council meant: fincerely, they only pro-
mifed thehalf of what they had loft; or never poffefled, to obtain the
only chance of gaining the other half,  perhaps of preferving what,
remaincd.  The treaty was figned on the 27th, and on the 28th at.
night all the Myforeans went away,. promifing to return very foon.
with their whole force, and abundance of plOV]ﬁOllS The next d'l
the French army retreated from Perimbé to the bound- -hedge.

In this interval, the {quadron had been joined by two fhips of the.
line from England, the Norfolk of 74, and the Pantler of 64 guns,
which anchored at Cuddalore on the 15th ; and a few days after one.
of the Company’s thips arrived from Tellicherry on the Malabar,
coaft, with a detachment of 1oo Europeans, and 122 Topaffes,
fent from that fettlement by order from Bombay. This, with the
detachment of artillery which arrived a little before, would have been
a great reinforcement at any time, but was.at this jun&ure more
efpecially feafonable ;. and thefe exertions did honour to the councils
of that Prefidency, ‘which had hitherto been very cautious of part-
ing with any part of its force. .

On the 3oth the day after the Frencharmy returned va.thieir bounds,
Celonel Coote detached the remainder of the huflars, who were 20,
500 black horfe, 50 European infantry, and four companigs of Sepoys,
to Major Moore,. that he might be ftrong enough to encounter the
whole body of the Myforeans in- their approach to Pondicherry..

This officer had been joined at Tricalore on the z4th, by Kiftna-
4... r(IW‘Jm
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‘row, with Déo horfe, and as many Sepoys. "Tliey proceeded againdt
Trichimungalum, wl hich furrendered after a fhort refitance on the:
26th. The garrifon wefe a ferjeant, another Europea.ﬁ, and 180
Sepoys, with a much greater flore of ammunition than their num-
ber required. They had coliefted goo hitad of cattle in the fort,
and a large \quantity of grain 4n 'the town. Major Moore was
13‘1111 mifled by his intelligence, and the party of Myforeans return~
ing from Pondicherry to Thiagar paffed again out of his reach.
Mr. Lally™ detbrmined to ifque nothing! before the main body
-of the ‘Myforeans artiveds and 'his troops were too firongly pofted

«n front of, and within, the bound-hedge, to be attacked by a force,

which .exceeded them fo little as the Englith army, fince the
detachments it had lately fent abroad. ' So that both armies con-
reurfing in ‘the famie \catition, ‘in expedation of the fame event,
-nothing of any moment pafled between them for twenty days. Co~
Jonel Coote, in this interval, 'went to Madrafs. He left the camp
-on the 6th.of July, and returned 'on the r4th. The next day he
received intelligence from Major Moore, ‘that the Myforeans were
{et out from Thiagar, with a very large convoy of provifions. This
antelligenice was confirmed the next day, with their route; and at
three the next morning, which was the 14th, the van divifion of
‘the army “under Colonel Monfon moved, and took pofleflion of
Perimbé, which 'is the ground under'the point of the red-hill direétly
oppofite to Villenore. The teft of the army came up before day-
light ; a party was immediately detached to take poffeffion of the
pettah of Villenore, and make preparations for batteries ; - anotheg
defiroyed a redoubt on the hill over Perimbé, which the enemy had
lately eére&ed, in the fpot where they before had raifed the barracks for
their cavalry, which Colonel Coote had ‘burnt on his firft excurfion
to reconnoitre this ground from Permacoil. The diftance acrofs, from
the Red-hill, to the fort of Villenore and the river of Ariancopang,
is little more than a mile, and the army poffefied the whole fpace
in ‘pofts and enclofures, which could net be attacked i front to-
wards Pondichelry without great dxfadvmtage ; and nothmg was
apprehended in the rear, although the Myforeans were coming ; for
2 they,
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they, it was not doubted, would, as before, endeavour to join the  1760.
French army, by avoiding the Englith. _ W

On this day, the 17th, the troops with Major Moore, and the
whole body of the Myforeans, advancing by different routs, arrived
nearly at the fame hour, in fight of Trivadi. With Moore were
180 European infantry, 30 Coffrees, and 5o huffars, and together
with Kiftnarow’s the black horfe were 1600, and the Sepoys 1100.-
The Myforeans were 4000 horfe well mounted, 1000 Sepoys, and
200 Europeans, or Topafies of the French army, of whom «a
part managed eight pieces of cannon. At this time, when the
Englith troops had been fo long accuftomed to fuccefs, it was fup--
pofed, that the force with Major Moore, notwithftanding the ine--
quality of numbers, might have ftood at leaft an obftinate brunt;.
but it happened otherwife ; for by fome mifchance or mifconduct
of which no certain account has ever been given, they were totally
routed: ‘The black horfe and Sepoys, who it is faid firlt gave way,
difperfed on every fide; five and twenty of the huffars were cut to -
pieces, and moft of the reft were wounded ; they were the only
part which behaved'with firmnefs, fighting after they were deferted
by the European infantry, who retreated in great humry and dif-
order to the fort of Trivadi, which they gained with the lofs of.
15 killed and 40 wounded.. _

The news of this misfortune reached Colonel Coote the next day, .
and encreafed his anxiety to get poffeffion of Villenore ; for it
svas not doubted that. Mr. Lally, as foon as joined by the Myfo--
reans, would make every effort to fave this place. '

The left of the Englifh encampment ‘was at the foot of the all
of Perimbé, and it extended 1500 yards to.the right, acrofs the
plain towards Villenore. Through the center of the camp paffed 2.
road (raifed as all the others on the plain above the common level :
of the ground, and) with a row of trees on cach fide. 'This avenue
comes almoft in a ftreight line from a redoubt in-the bound-hedge, .
called the Villenores but receives its name from the village of
Quglaree, through which it pafieth about halfrway  between the
bound-hedge and the hill of Perimbe. = Ata thoufand yards in front

of
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of 'the Englith encampment, and 2000 from the bound-hedge,
another avenue called the Villenore, ftiikes off from ithe avenue
of Oulgaree, on the left as you come from the bound-hedge,
on the right, if looking from the camp. The Villenore, after
continuing 400 yards at a right jangle, from the Oulgaree, turns
nearly at another right angle, and leads ftreight weft, and parallel
to the other avenue ; but ceafes midway in the plain between Pe-
rimbé, and the fort of Villenore, whieh Colonel Coote was pre-
paring to attack, and which muft always be diftinguithed, in -con-
fidering our narrative,; from the redoubt of the {fame pame in the
bound-hedge : the Villenore avenue, towards its termination, covered
the right flank of the Englith camp. Fro’r_n_ a-redq_nb_t in the bound-
hedge, at 1000 yards to the _-r'i-_ght of the avenue of _(?ulfggrec, com-
menceth another avenue, called as well as the redoubt itfelf the
Valdore : this avenue continues only 1ooeyards ftreight to the weft,
when, ftopped by the oppofition of the 'Red—_hi-_ll','_‘ it inclines in
another ftreight line to the left, until it has verged within 3oo yards
of the avenue of Qulgaree, which it then joins in another ftreight
line, and at a right angle on the right, exaétly facing the junétion
of the Villenore avenue on the other fide the road, fo that both  to-
gether interfected the avenue of Qulgaree at right ar_lg_les i the fame
point. It was along the Valdore avenue, that Colonel Coote, with
his cavalry, followed the French troops, when they retreated before
him on the 7th of March, the firft time he went to reconnoitre the
ground about Pondicherry. Exa&ly oppofite to the fecond angle
of the Valdore avenue, as you come from the bound-hedge, and
the firft if you are going to it from the avenue of Oulgaree, {tands
a-hilleck, the higheft, and the only confpicuous one on the plain, -
detached from the Red-hill ; from the outward ridge of which this
hillock :is about 300 yards diftant : thus fituated, it commanded
in flank the third or laft, and in flant the middle -or fecond turn-
ing of the Valdore avenue. Colonel Coote, having confidered
all the ground we have deferibed, fortified the hillock with a
clofed redoubt of three guns, threw up a retrenchment of three
guns acrofs the avenue of Oulgaree, 1350~ yards in front of the
{pot
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{pot where it is joined by the two' others, and raifed another
acrofs the Villenore avenue. Both retrenchments, and the 're-
doubt on the hillock, lay nearly in the fame line in front of the
camp, which the hill of Perimbé defended on the left; on the
right, the plain on the other fide of the Villenore avenue was open
and paffable to cannon and cavalry, even to the rear of the camp.
But this approach would now be proteGted by the troops ftationed
in the yillages under Villenore, and employed in the attack of this
fort. All the three works were finithed between the night 'of the
17th and the morning of the 1g9th. This difpofition was devifed
with much {cience; for every thing was obviated which might
produce a general difafter, if the troops fhould be compelled to quit
the attack of Villenore, of which the fuccefs was {carcely probable,
if the enemy, as might be expeted, rifqued boldly for its fafety.

A thirteen-inch mortar, fent from Madrafs, and landed at Cudda-
lore, arrived in campon the 1g9th, and was immediately planted to
bombard the fort ; but the fhells fent with it were too {mall,’ and
would not take any certain range, and heavy rains prevented any
work ‘at the batteries during the night,

The next morning the French army, not yet joined by the whole
body of Myforeans, appeared advancing along the river of Arian-
copang, as if they intended to attack the detachmments ftationed

to guard the batteries; on which Colonel Coote marched from

the right of the camp with the two battalions of the Company’s
troops, and half the horfe and Sepoys to meet the enemy, who
halted, and began to cannonade ; during which Draper’s and
Coote’s regiments with the reft of the black troops, by previous
difpofition, marched from the left of the camp along the foot of the
Red Hill, as if they intended to ftorm the redoubts of the bound-
hedge, and get into the rear of the enemy’s army. Mr, Lally be-
lieved this feigned intention to be real, and immediately retreated
to his former ftations; a few of the Englith cavalry and Sepoys
were wounded. In the evening the Myforeans arrived from Trivadi
with 3000 bullocks, carrying their baggage, and drawing their ar-
tillery, and 3000 more laden with rice, and other provifions; the
. Vor. IL "4 0 French
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French detachments from Thiagar and Gingee accompanied them :
they came in unmolefied, as before, by Ariancopang, and their
arrival was complimented with;a long falute’of lcannon. * In the

e ‘_cni'n_g ” ﬂl,q guards bc\fom-_,\{_i_licu‘drg_-'were reinforced, &Bﬂdmible
diligence employed through the night at the batteries. g
The fort of Villenore was a circle' o yards in diameter within the
W"‘_‘t.l-_l._-;--';i,t.t-‘ﬁi?-sﬂfﬂf rounded by a ditch, a covered way, and a glacis
cut in angles, as aftar.. The rampart was a conftruction of mafonry,
divided into, ten- lodgements, ior; chambers, which were ‘arched,
the vaults bomb-proof, and the “interftices at ‘top. were filled up
to an equal level, which formed the terrace on which the can-
non, were mounted. . Each of the chambers was likewife opened
through, the outfide of the wall in cafements intended for can-
non, but none wete mounted in them. The brcadt_h‘yﬁf the ram-
part, which was the length ‘of the chambers, was g0 feet; and
reduced the area within to a fmall pentagon, which in no direétion
was more than 45 feet over ; fo that if ithe chambers had not been
bombsproof, the place could not have ftood an hour againit this kind
of artillery. T'wo villages lay near'the fort, 011e_di1'e&1y north, the
other to the inorth-eaft. 'They were about 200 yards from each
othery and both were occupied by the Englith troops. The paffage
through, the glacis to the, fort was ftreight, and nothing .obftrufted
the view quite up to the foot of the‘ wall but the barrier gate, and
the draw-bridge, when up; neither,of which could refift 4 fhot s
neverthelefs, the French had neglected to, cover this opening by a
t;'a_verfe, either in front or behind the paflage.. The advautage was
taken, and a battery of two sighteen-pounders was ere@ed  betsveen
the two villages, to breach, through the opening i another of the
fame force was ereCted in the village to, the north, to deftroy ithe pa-~
rapet, and take in reverfe the part intended to be breached,
; Both batteries opened| with 'the day.on the 16th. At nine o’clock
the French army, with all the Myforeans, horfé and foot, ;ap~
proached along the bank of the river of Ariancopang. | Some of the
1}Lack_l_}o;'fe. and Sepoys, with, theee ficld-pieces, were fent from ‘the
camp,. to flop' their advanced |parties, whilft the line got

A mnder
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under’armis’;’ ‘and as' {06n Las they ‘were! in‘métioh, a detachment’ c:%'
Em-dpe’ahs, with four ﬁeld*pleces, filed 'off from the ngh‘f to/teinforee
the villages of "Villenore. * By ‘this tume the' barteries there had beat
down ‘the'pardpet; andfilenced the enemy’s fire from ‘thie fort, when
two eampalﬁes’ef Sepoys fetoff on ‘the full rih; hnd ‘pofted thems
felves nder the brick fucing of the coirere&' way, in'aTiclow, wfhet‘e
the earth had not been filled tip, ‘as in other ‘patts, «to the creft’ of
the g’lac;s' fome, more adventurous Jurnped over 'the wall.  Still
the gartifon 'had hothmg £0 fear's fdr the Bepoys' had 4 ditch'to pafs;
and a very mnperﬁ.& breach!to paourit ; ‘but the coihman&mg cd‘l‘icm1
held out a flag of truce, ‘and apened ‘the gate'‘to a’ detachimént''of

Europeans, ‘who haftened up on the firft fight ‘of the flag. They :

. immediately raifed the Englith colours on *:he rampait, ‘and turned
the ‘guns ‘agrinft the French and Myforeans, who were advanced
along the river-fide within the randoni reach of cannon-fhot. ' Theé
change was received with the cutfes of ‘every man in'the French
army. All the lines ftopped involuntarily, and at once, ftricken by
horror ; and Mr. La?ﬂy, more confounded than any, unmedntely
ordered the whole to'retreat' under the guns of Ari iancopang. 2§ here
were in'the fort 30 Europeans, 12 Coffrees, and cight pieces of can’
non on the ramparts, which might have'held out two days =loﬁger,
before the Englifh would have ventured to ftorm 3 and ten mmutes
more in ‘the pIefent hour would ‘have brought on a general engage-
ment to decide its fate. “Of all fhls fucceﬁes, Colonel Coote deemed
this ‘the moft fortunate, becaufe leaft expe&ed Neverthelefs, he
had exerted much ability to pl'lcc the army in 2 fituiition to make
the attack in fight of the enemy s and if 1t failed, have nothmg
unequal to apprehend.

The firft arival of the Myforeans in the province had alarmed
the Prefidency of Wadrdfs, as much as ‘it {urprized the 'u'my, for,
befides the interruption they might give to the fuccefs of the war,
the Nabob’s revenues were loft wherever their parties appeared ; and,
as horfe, they might in the back country extend their ravages frors
Tntchnmpoly to Arcot : and this détriment was the more dreaded,
becaufe the company'in* Encl"md’ relying on' the tréafures of Benpal,
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had determined to fend no bullion to any of their fettlements in
India, and the Prefidency of Bengal had confumed all their incomes,
and were borrowing money. It was therefore propofed to the
Nabob, who was at Madrafs, to march with what troops had ac-
companied him thither, fupported by a detachment of Europeans
from the garrifon, in order to protect the countries between Gingee
and Trinomaly, and all behind them to Arcot. Captain Richard
Smith, at Tritchinopoly, as foon as he had acquired intelligence of
the ftrength and intentions of the Myforeans which were come into
the Carnatic, propofed the expediency of 'a diverfion, by marching
with a force from his garrifon, and attacking the diftricts of Myfore,
which confine on the weftward to thofe of Tritchinopoly, whilft
the troops ordered by Mahomed Iffoof from Madura, fhould keep the
Myforeans of Dindigul at bay. The idea was approved as the moft
probable refource ; he was ordered to carry it into execution, and
Tanjore and Tondiman were requefted to give him what affitance
he might require.

The Nabob marched from Madrafs on the 3d of July, and on the
gth he arrived at Vandivafh; after loitering there fome days, he
fuddenly changed his mind from keeping the field againft the My-
foreans, and went away to make his entrance into his capital ‘of
Arcot ; but left 700 of his horfe, and 500 of his Sepoys, with his
brother Maphuze Khan, who on the 22d came with them to the
army at Perimbé. The day after Colonel Coote, with all the cavalry
of the army, a great part of the Sepoys, feveral field-pieces,*an
eighteen-pounder on a ficld-carriage, but without any European in-
fantry, advanced towards the bound-hedge. This defiance as it were
of meeting the Myforeans with equal arms could not provoke them
to come out and try their ftrength ; but the French infantry ad-
vanced, and cannonaded from feven pieces of cannon, which only
wounded two European gunners. '

. The next morning, the 24th, on intelligence that a large body
of the Myforeans intended to march that night to the weftward to
efcort provifions, Major Monfon was detached, with all the black
cavalry, fix companies of Sepoys, and two field-picces, to take poft
: at
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at Valdore, near which, it was fuppofed, the Myforeans would re-
turn ; but only a few were gone out, who halted at Rangapillah’s
choultry on the fea fhore, fix miles to the north of the bound-
hedge, where they were joined on the 26th by the large body from
Pondicherry, of which intelligence had been given on the z24th.
All went on to Permacoil ; Major Monfon followed them on the
27th, and arrived on the 28th, when none were remaining there.
In the mean time, Lieutenant Eifer had been detached from the
camp on the 26th, with 400 Sepoys, 30 Europeans, and a hundred
black horfe, the beft in the army, to proceed from Rangapillah’s
choultry along the fea-fhore, whilt Major Monfon was endea-

vouring to come up with them on the other fide; but they had ftruck

off in feveral partics, fome towards Gingee, others to the mnorth-
ward, {preading to colle cattle, and deftroying whatfoever elfe be-
longed to the inhabitants, who, as their ground now fupplied the
Englith army with provifions, were every where confidered by the
French as enemies. One of thefe parties' went to Allamparvah,
where they plundered the pettah, and took a lieutenant, who was
fick, and chancing to be taking the air, having fhot him- through
the back as he was endeavouring to efcape in his palankin ; how-
ever, the cannon of the fort drove the party away, and, as they were
returning along the fhore towards Pondicherry, they fell unawares

acrofs Eifer’s detachment, by whom they were intirely routed, and
30 of their horfe furrendered to him, with which he returned to-

the camp in the evening, where major Monfon’s divifion likewife
rejoined the fame day; for the whole cavalry of the camp had
marched in thefe two divifions.

The laft day of the month brought the welcome arrival of five
of the company’s thips from England in the Road of Cuddalore :

and two days after came in another, which had feparated from them.
There were on board of the fix, 600 men drafted from regiments

in England, to replace the deﬁmences whiclh might- have happened-

in Draper’s and Coote’s.
. On the 3d of Auguft, the free company of Frenchmen were fent
to get in the rear of one of the enemy’s advanced pofts, which lay

.
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in thie Valdoreroad, about halfca mile from the bound<hedge.  They
:marched along the fkirts of the: Red-hall, aﬁﬁ,-.’éon}igig; by, furprize,
kilied and wounded feveral, and drove the reft to the beand=hedge.

- The. Myforeans, according toftheir 'contra&,_ had. del:ivé}'-ec.lﬁeaii the
provifionis they brought into the: magazines of 'Pondif_hérry.‘,? wheére
they were carefully ftored for future need.” ‘The purfuit of M'Ofqut:l',
and the fuccefs of Eifer, deterred them from going out again in
Jarge detachments, and although the Englith army could not cover
the ground fufficiently to prevent fmall patties - from getting 'ba'(fk,
with (a few head of cattle or other provifions, yet all thefe fupplies
were unequal to the daily ‘confumption of 10,060 mouths; for, with
their followers, the Myfore army amounted to this multitude; ‘and
in a few days rice began to fell in their ‘camp at the rate of two
pounds for a rupee. This diftrefs, the conftant fatigue and rifque
neceflary to redrefs it, and their convictions of the fuperiority of the
Englith army, as well by the lofs of Villenore, as the caution of the
French to rifque ah engagement fince that event, made them weary
of their expedition and alliance; and their Sepoys, forefecing lefs
likelihood of retreating with fafety than the horfe, began to defest in
numbers every day. ' : !

The garrifon of Gingee had colle@ed 2000 carriage bullocks, and
rice to load on them, and, with various parties which had got out
from Pondicherry, 150 Europeans of “the infantry, and 100 of the
cavalry, were waiting there to efcort this train, expefting to'be
Joined by the Myfore hotfe; who were by this time determined
to go away to Thiagar, and return no more ;3 on which, 5o more
Europeans, with three companies of Sepoys, were detached from
Pondicherty, to reinforce the convoy. Colonel Coote took meafures
to prevent its arrival,  Some Sepoys patroled along the fea-fhore, as
far as Rangapillah’s choultry 3 from Alamparvah, Martin, with the
free company, four of Sepoys, and three field-pieces, marched on
the 12th, to lie between Valdore and Permacoil, and were reifi-
forced the next day by 30 huflars with Lieutenant Kircher. Whilft
thefe parties were on the north and . w. Enfign Turner marched ,
from ‘Cuddalore ‘to Trivadi, with ‘the {even companies of Sepoys

- belong-
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belonging to that ‘garrifon, in which Major Monfon remained
with the troops juft arrived from England: fo that the outlets to
the's. w. and s. were equally well guarded, and the main body of
the. army lying between Villenore and the Red-hill utterly pre-
cluded the paffage to or from the weft.  The convoy from Gingee
were expefted to fet out on the rath, but did not until the eveding
of the rgth ; ntelligence of which was foon after brought to Colo-
nel Coote, who went off at 11 at night, with all the black cavalry,
200 Europeans, the hundred Topafles from Bombay, and two field-
picces, and proceeded towards Killenore.  The fame: night: the:
greateft part of the Myfore horfe, decamped from the glacis of
Pondicherry, and marching faft fell in when it was deep dark
with Martin and Kircher, who, charging them unexpettedly met
no refiftance, killed 40, took 200, of their horfe, 'and goo bullocks
laden with their baggage. At day-break Colonel Coote came up
with his party, when all the Myforeans were not yet out of
fight: they were retr;:a-tin_g in broken parties to the weft-ward.
Colonel Coote divided his force in purfuit of them, which returned
the fame day with many more bullocks and-two European prifoners..
One divifion of the Myforeans efcaped both the encounter and pur-
fuit. 'They were at fome diftance in the rear, when the front was

fopped, on which they immediately turned back, and paffing as.

they had come at the back of the Red-hill, and by the fea thore, re-
gained the bounds of Pondicherry.. '

Notwithftanding this rout, it was ftill confidered as doubtful,.

shether the Myforeans might not join and return with the convoy

waiting at Gingee : and to prevent the continual fatigue of detach--
ments marching from the camp on every repott, to watch and in--

tercept their approach, it was determined 'to ipoft a force fufficient

to cope with them feparate from-the main body of the army, which.

continued at Perimbé.. The detachment which had accompanied the

Nabob. from Madrafs, when ‘it was {uppofed he intended. to keep:

the field towards Trinomaly, advanced. from Vé-ndiv.aﬂ} ;. and ‘on . the
‘1gth encamped at Ratlagramon, a town under the 'hillsito the eaft

of Gingee, and ten. miles north -of Valdore ;: a ftation. which “the:
i ' convoy,
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convoy could not avoid without much circuit and trouble., 'The
detachment was immediately joined by another from the camp,
when the whole amounted to zo0 European foot, 50 Coffrees, j00
Scpoys, 5o European horfe, huffars, and soo black horfe; they
were commanded by Captain Prefton. ;
The 500 Myf{oreans which had returned to Pondicherry were afraid
to venture out again ina body, but in every of the fucceeding nights
fent off fmall parties, which pafled undifcovered. To ftop thofe
which remained, two companies of Sepoys, with 100 of the black
horfe, were detached with Enfign Meredith, and took poft at Ran-
gapillah’s choultry.  Another detachment of Sepoys marched the
fame day from the camp in queft of a party of Europeans which
had marched the night before from Pondicherry for Gingee, but
only brought back four, whom they had picked up lagging on the
road with fatigue. Early the next morning, a ftrong detachment
from the bounds attacked the poft at Rangapillah’s choultry, and
obliged the party there to retreat. On the firft notice, two compa-
nies of Sepoys, and all the grand guard of cavalry, marched to fuf

tain them, and the enemy retired on their appearance.

In two or three nights more, all the Myforeans who had returned
to Pondicherry were gone, and all their parties had efcaped without
terruption. News was received at this time that their main body,
which had affembled at Thiagar, were marched from thence
to attack T'rinomaly ; it was therefore concluded, that they would
make no farther efforts of confequence to fuccour Pondicherry with
provifions ; and in this perfuafion, the Prefidency refumed the in-
tention of blockading Pondicherry by fea and land; and the Go-
vernor Mr. Pigot came from Madrafs to confer with Admiral Stevens
and Colonel Coote on the means.

The ground between Villenore and Perimbé was the beft on which
the Englifth army could continue, whilft the Myforeans remained
with the French ; for it prefented a narrow front, was of hazardous
approach, afforded feveral firong pofts, and was centrically fituated
for the expedition of detachments to interrupt any which might be
fent from, or coming to the enemy’s camp. But this fituation did

4 . not
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not fully anfwer the purpofe of a blockade, which was to reduce
thaitrown by famine; for, being five miles diftant, the army was
not fufficient to form a cham of poftsin a curve of 15 miles from
the ' {ea-fhore on the north ‘to' the fea-thore on the fouth of the
town, clofe, or in all parts ftrong enough, to intercept every
thing. The bound-hedge of Pondicherry fiweeps from the north
to the s. 5. of the town, wlhere it ceafes on the bank of the river
of Ariancopang, which, in two arms, with an ifland between them,
fupplies the reft of the barrier to the fouth of the town. The
area included by the hedge with thevarms of the river, com-
prizes nearly feven fquare miles. This ground afforded pafture for
a ‘number of cattle, which, if unmolefted, might, whiltt the
Englith army remained at their prefent dLﬂance,. {fupply the troops
and inhabitants with provifions for feveral months; and the daily
confumption might be replaced by {mall convoys from without; fo
that the enemy could not be feverely diftrefled, until pent within
the bound-hedge, twhen its redoubts and other ftations in pofleffion
of the Englith, would fuffer unthmg to remain abroad beyond the
foot of the glacis,” and even there not in quiet. Thefe pofts would

likewife obftrué the mtroduétion of fupplics in the whole extent of -

the hedge, and the prefent flock would remain the principal reliance,
until the French army fhould be fufficiently reinforced to recover
them ; but now that the Myforeans were gone, no probability re-
mained of any troops coming to the fuccour of the town, excepting
from the fea. Neverthelefs the Englith force was not yet fufficiently
{uperior, even if in poffeffion of the bound-hedge, to open trenches
againft the town; and if it had, the preparation, embarkation,
and ‘tranfport of the artillery and ftores, which were all to come
from Madrafs, could not' be accomplithed before the fetting-in
of 'the monfoon, which at fartheft might be expeted in the middle
of O&ober. - If the'French flect appeared before this time, the iffue
of the fight at fea would deterthine the future fuccefs of the fiege ;
if not, their delay muft arife from the want of force to cope with
Me. Stevens’s {quadron; andin this cafe, it was fearcely to be doubted
that fingle fhips, or ‘more, would at any rifque venture with relief

Vor. IL 4 P in
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in the height of the ftormy weather, in exge{t._ation_ that the Englith:
fquadron would have left the coaft to avoid it, as the_gﬁhad done
during every monfoon for the laft five years. Tl.ms* ltklﬂecame ne-
ceffary to get pofleflion of the bound-hedge and its rﬁdﬁﬂﬁtﬁ-‘@;{h_
out-delay ; and then that the {quadron thould | continue in fight of
Poudicherry through the monfoon, in order to intercept whatfoever
{hips might be coming either with troops or provifions: but, pre-
vious to the attack of the hedge, Colonel Coote thought it neceflary
to reduce the fort of Ariancopang, which ftanding on the fouth fide
of the river, almoft oppofite, although. at fome diftance from the
termination of the hedge on the other bank, commanded all the
ground between, as well as in front down to the ftrand of the fza ;.
{o that from the garrifon of the town on the one hand, and the
fort on the other, this quarter of the circumvallation,” fuppofing:
the hedge to be taken, could not be completed without more force
than the army could fpare from other parts ; and even then the poﬁs_
eftablifhed on this fide would be continually expofed to dangerous.
attacks ; in the mean time, this extent of ground would remain
open for the introduction of convoys; which, detachments from

the fort of Ariancopang, if taken, might eafily intercept. The

force of the Englifh army before the town, exclufive of garrifons
and detachments, was 2000 Europeans, and 6ocoo. natives, either
horfe or Sepoys. If Ariancopang were attacked by a detachment,
the number requifite, of 8co Europeans, would leave the main
body fcarcely a match for the whole of the enemy’s force, if col-
le&ted to attack them, who doubtlefs would make: the effort. If
Ariancopang were invefted by the whole army, they muft move from
the advantageous ground between Villenore and Perimbé, which
would leave all to the north of Pondicherry open, and admit the
French army then to detach a force, which, joined with the party
already at Gingee, would be able to drive Prefton from Rattlagram-
mon, and bring i, if not the whole, at leaft a confiderable part
of the convoy colle&ted there. Thefe grounds and circumftances Mr.
Pigot reprefented in a memorial to Admiral Stevens, and, in con-
fequence of them, requefted that he would land all the marines of

the
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the fquadron, to enable the army to attack Ariancopang, and take
pofieffion of the bound-hedge; and that he would determine to re-
maw on the coaft with the whole fquadron, through the monfoon.
Mr. Stevens was very loth to deprive his fhips of their marines dur-
g the expeGation of an engagement with the enemy’s {quadron,
but at length acquiefced to the necefiity and importance of the fer-
vice they might render on fhore; and promifed without hefitation
that his {quadron fhould not quit the coaft until compelled by irre-
fiftible neceflity.  Accordingly, the marines were landed at Cudda-
lore on the 27th 5 ‘they were, including officers, 422 Europeans.

The Myforeans, as foon as they arrived before Trinomaly, made
an attack on the pettah, in which they were repulfed with the lofs
of fifty or fixty men : but continued to inveft the place. Captain
Prefton, ‘on intelligence of their intention, fent off on the 22d two
companies of Sepoys from Ratlagrammon, who, by bye ways in the
mountain, got into the fort on the 26th ; and the day after, the
enemy in greater force than before made another affault, in which
they were again beaten off, with the lofs of fixty men, and an of-
ficer of diftinétion ; the garrifon fallied as they retreated, and obliged
them to abandon two field-pieces, which they had brought up and
ufed in the attack. The whole raifed the fiege immediately, and re-
turned to Thiagar.

Two hundred Europeans, Wlth fome Sepoys, and two guns,
marching round the Red-hill in the night of the 23d, efcaped the
interruption of the Englith guards, and arrived the next day at
Gingee ; from whence they fet out again in different parties, cfcort-
ing 2000 bullocks loaded with provifions ; of which fome were dif-
petfed by Prefton, as they were coming out of the hills; and 300
were taken, when adyanced within a few miles of the Englith camp,
by a detachment of Sepoys and black horfe, fent out to look for
them; and none gotinto Pondicherry: but as all that had been
attacked had been met in the night, the efcorts regained Gingee with
very little lofs. Three or four thoutand more bullocks were ready to
be fubftituted as the convoys fent might fail, and it was now deter-
mined to fend the whole of this colleCtion together, under the
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1760.  ftrongeft efcort that could be rifqued abroad : accordingly M. Lally
Avpult, “detached 100 of the French ca'vz-dry and feveral more companics of

" Sepoys from Pondicherry, to join the troops already at Gingee s
fo that one third of his whole force was now employed in this
forvice; and he had by much follicitation, and by inducements.
of which we are ignorant, prevailed on the Mydoreans to fend baqk'
800 of their horfe to Gingee, who were likewife to accompany the
convoy 3 -and this body of horfe arrived there at the fame time as
the laft detachmeunt from' Pondicherry. Intelligence was received.
on the 2sth, that the convoy with the whole efcort intended to
fet out from Gingee in the enfuing night; on which, difpofitions
were made to oppofe their paffage. Y

The whole of the Red-hill is interfefted by winding dales, in
which troops may march unperceived until met within them, or dif>
covered from the rifing grounds above: in the middle_ of the gene-
ral plot of the Red-hill, ftands one eminence higher than any of
the others, and called from the trees it bears, the Tamarind grove :
this hillock has-dales on each fide of it, which join with others,,
leading from the plain of the country on the outfide of the Red-hill
to the ~.w. at the fartheft diftance from the Englith camp, from
the left of which fhouldered under the extremity of the Red-hill at
Perimbé, the Tamarind grove was two miles to the ¥. E. and it was.
three to the §. w. of Pdudi_cherry, This fituation bel11g§ central for
the interruption of troops marching through the dales of the Red-hill,
either to or from Pondicherry, Colonel Coote, who, by his continual
excurfions, knew all the ground in the adjacencies of his camp, or-
dered aredoubt to be raifed there, which was finifhed in the day. Left °
the convoy fhould attempt to make their way to the fouth of the
river of Ariancopang, the whole body of marines, which were flill
remaining at Cuddalore, were ordered to march fome miles from
thence along the river Paliar, and to advance fix companies of Sé_'-“'
poys beyond them towards Trivadi; whilft {couts from the (:a.mp1
patroled between the two rivers : and, to watch the convoy. if com-
ing by the dirett road from the weft, feveral companies of Scpjr)ys
from Valdore proceeded along it towards Gingee. The convoy fet
7 out



Book XH. PONDICHERRY,

out. from hence on the 2¢th, the day appointed ; but Captain Preiton

~ havi :-WO days before taken a mud fort, called Penamalee, f{ituated
at the opening of the hills, pofted a ftrong guard there, whxch the
enemy miftaking for the whole of his force, retired again, and after-

‘wards hearing of the d1fpoﬁtlons made from the Englith camp,. re-
folved to proceed as before in feparate troops.

On the 2d of September artived at Cuddalore three of the King’s
thips, convoying feveral of the Company’s from England. Of the
men of war two were the America, and Medway, each of 6o guns,
which compleated the fquadron before Pondicherry to 17 fail of
the line.. In the Company’s fhips were part of a Highland regiment,
fupplied by the government, in addition to the troops it had already
fent to India, Thefe mighty aids witnefled in this quarter of the
globe, as equal efforts, wherefoever neceflary, in every other, the
fuperior energy of that:mind, who pofléfling equally the confidence
of his fovereign-and the nation, condu@ed the arduous and exten-

. five war in which they were engage_ﬂ' againft their great and only-

rival,

_ The fame evenmg Colond Coote ordered 402 men to march and:

inveft the fort of Ariancopang ; but Colonel Monfon, the next in com-

mand, did not approve the operation, although it had been pleaded to -
Admiral Stevens, as the principal inducement toJdand the marines of

the fquadron: and Colonel Coote, not to difguft pertinacity, when
concurrence was fo neceflary, countermandeéd the detachment.

Mr. Lally ,feceiv.ed imformation, that the detachment: had been -
paraded, and fufpected the fervice for' which it had, been intended. .

Such a proof of the opinion which the Englifh army, entertained of

their own {uperiority, convinced him that it would foon be followed :
by fome real blow of equal detriment, if they were not immediate-
ly convinced, that his own was capable of more than 'Iéhug on the.

dgfenfive. He refolved to attack their, camp by furprize on the

mg’lt of the 4th, and his difpofitions were made with. much {kill:

and fagacity.

In the three fhips at anchor before the towi,, Were 150 European:

mariners; they were all landed, and Lafcars fent on board. Thefe

Euro--
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Europeans, with fome Sepoys, were allotted to guard the redoubts
in the bound-hedge, that all the regular European military might
{erve in the intended attacks, excepting the artillery men, who
were diftributed on the ramparts of the town, and in the out-pofts
which mounted cannon. By the detachments lately fent abroad,
the whole force that could match on the prefent fervice were 1400
European infantry, 100 European horfe, and goo Sepoys. The
battalion of India and the volunteers of Bourbon, amounting to
300 rank and file, had for fome days been encamped under the fort
of Ariancopang; the Portugueze company, which was likewife
called the company of Jefus, and had a Jefuit at their head, with
fome Sepoys, were quartered in the Company’s gardens, fituated
within the bound-hedge in the road towards the Valdore redoubt ;

.the regiments of Lorrain and Lally, soo men, the marines of the

fquadron, 200, and 500 Sepoys, were in the town ; the horfe were
diftributed in different patroles. The gates of the town were thut
early, and opened again at ten at night; and although Colonel
Coote entertained {pies and correfpondents in the town, not one of
them acquired the leaft {urmife of Mr. Lally's intentions, or fuf~
pected any unufual operation. '

The marines and Sepoys marched out of the town in two parties,
told off in equal numbers of each. They proceeded to the Valw
dore redoubt, and in the way the Portugueze company, with the
Sepoys at the garden, fell into the rear and formed the third fub-
divifion of this line. = Continuing in the avenues from the Valdore
redoubt, the firft party foon turned to the right, to gain the
Red-hill, and proceed in it to the attack of the Tamarind redoubt ;
in which, if they fucceeded, they were to march acrofs to the
left and join the fecond; which followed them, and gquitting
the avenue likewife, were to advance along the foot of the out-
ward ridge of the Red-hill, until they had gained the flank of the
Englith redoubt on the hillock in the plain, which they were then
to bear down upon, and attack. The Portugueze and Sepoys, which
were the third fub-divifion, were to proceed quite through the three

2 ls3es
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lines of the Valdore avenue, difperfing what patroles and out-guards
might be in the way, and to take poft at the jun@ion of this avenue
with that of Oulgarry, where they were to wait the orders of
the officer who commanded the attack, which was to be made by
the regiments of Lorrain and Lally.. Thefe troops, in two di-
vifions, marched from the town, and through the bound-hedge,
along the avenue of Oulgarry, until they came to the head of this
village, where a deep water-courfe crofied the avenue, and had a bridge
over it, which was defended by a retrenchment with guns. Here
Lorrain halted,. whilft Lally’s regiment, quitting the avenue by the
left, marched outwards in the fields to fall on the right flank of the.
Englith redoubt in this avenue; to which Lorrain was to advance
fireight along the avenue, and attack at the fame time. When car-
ried, the Portugueze company, with the Sepoys, which were the

third fub-divifion of the attack to the right, were to join, and,.

with Lorrain’s and Lally’s, proceed acrofs on the left to attack the
ys p :

retrenchment in the Villenore avenue which ftood in the fame paral-

lel as that in the avenue of Oulgarry ; but the Villenore retrench-
ment had on its left a large garden, called from its owner, Barthel-
mi’s 3 in which were likewife pofted a ftrong guard with fome field--
pieces.- When this garden and retrenchment were carried, all the.
troops of this-attack were to regulate themfelves by the fuccefs of
another attack on their left, which. was to be made by the India
Battalion and the volunteers of Bourbon. 'They were to. march

from the fort of Arlancopang, acrofs the river, to the villages un--

der the fort of Villenore; but were to leave two field-pieces on the
plain in their way from the river, in order to fecure their retreat.
As foon as the firing became general, at the retrenchment in the
Qulgarry road, the redoubt on the hillock, and the tamarind
redoubt, thefe troops were to advance from the village in which they
were halting, and proceed along a fhort road which would bring
them to the termination of the Villenore avenue, and exaly in the
rear of the right flank of the Englith encampment; on which
they were to fall with the utmoft vigour, in full confidence, that
the other attacks would have thrown the whole camp into diforder,

by
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by the uncertainty and diftra&ion of what andwherc {uccours were
to be fent. Mr., Lally, with a guard of herfe, réemained at the bridge

-of Oulgatry. 'Calculation had been made, when é]l ‘the fli'oof-s

would arrive within equal reach of their refpe&tive attacks, ‘where
hey were to wait in filence for the ﬁgnal of two -ﬂ{y--rockéts;- whicly
were to be thrown up at Oulgarry, when all were to advance to the -
attacks allotted them. - oy
The fky-rockets were fhot off a little before midnight, and foon
after the firing commenced nearly at-the fame time, at the tama-
rind redoubt, the hillock, and at the retrenchment in the avenue of
Oulgarry. The attack at the tamarind redoubt was repulfed ; but
the redoubt on the hillock was carried ; the lieutenant of the artil-
lery and three gunners were made prifoners there, and the reft of
the guard driven out, nor did -th'ey -i}'&lljr'-; which' gave ‘the eﬁemy
time to carry off a brafs three-pounder, deftroy the carriage of ano-
ther gun, {pike up a third, and burn down the\bzitter}_r-. Bl isar
trenchment in the Oulgarry road,  the attack and defence were!
more fierce. Colonel Coote himfelf brought down troops ‘to that

in the Villenore avenue and Barthelmi’s garden, and, inflead of

waiting to be attacked, advanced acrofs to {uftain the other redoubt 3’
againft which Torraim and Lally’s perfifted until eight fergeants, be-'

{ides common men, of Lally’s, were killed ; when the officers; hear-

ing no ﬁgns of the main attack on the right and rear of the Englifh
camp, drew off. This divifion, by fome unaccountable error, inftead of
advaneing to the villages under the fort of Villenore, halted in ano-
ther a mule to the fouth of it, not far from the river, and in a line
with the village of Qulgarry. At this erroneous diftance, they
had not time,  after the ftky-rockets were fired, to reach the ground
of their attack, before the three others were either repulfed or ceafed.
They were led by D’Harambure, who had always behaved hitherto
with gallantry, and efpecially during the march of Mr. Law’s: re-
inforcement ‘to Hyderabad i 195635 but Mr: Lally, with the
ufual {everity of his prejudices, imputed the failure to a d_éli‘%_; as
the commander of “the Company’s troops, of fruftrating the honour
which would have redounded on himf‘clf_, had the hardy effort

: he
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effort he was making fucceeded to his expe@ation. About twenty
Sepoys were killed and wounde(f of the Englith troops, but fewer
Eum‘ieans Of the enemy‘, 30 Europeans were fuppofed to be
killed, and moft of" them either in Lorrain or Lally’s; four were
made prifoners, with Mr. D’Autueil, the fame officer we have feen
i openmg the inteftine war of the Carnatic at the battle of Amboor
in which the Nabob's father fell, and who afterwards furrendered
to Clive at Violcondah,

The fhips laft arrived from England brought commiffions from
the war-office appointing th& majors Brereton and Monfon to the
rank of licutenant colonels, with $rior date to Colonel Coote; but
both were ordered not to affert their commiflions whilft he remained
on the coaft. Colonel Coote neverthelefs concluded that it was in-
tended he fhould remove as foonras might be to his original and
eftablifhed command in Bengal, nor did Monfon propofe to continue
ferving under him, but offered to retire to Madrafs ; but Coote im-
mediately delivered overto him the pommand of the army, and went
thither himfelf, and requefted to pmeeed with his whole regiment to
Bengal.. The Prefidency remonftrated againft the detriment, and
Monfon declared that the blockade of Pondicherry muft be raifed if
thefe troops were taken away : on which Coote confented to leave
them, .

END of the TWELFTH Booxk. .

-‘IVOLc 11: 4 Q B O O v
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OLONEL Monfon being now mafter of his own views, car-
C ried into exccution an operation which he had propofed in the
council of war a few days before, when Colonel Coote explained his
intention of attacking the fort of Ariancopang.

The bound-hedge of Pondicherry, befides its natural defence of
treés and thorns, is ftr rengthened by four redoubts ; one on the north,
oppofite to the north-weft angle of the town, another nearly weﬁ:
of this angle, a third nearly welt of the fouth-weft angle, and the
fourth ftands directly fouth-weft of the fame point. All took their
names from their fituations ; the north was called the Madrals re~
doubt, the next the Valdore, the third the Villenore, and that to
the fouth-weft the Ariancopang redoubt. From the Villenore re-
doubt led the road and avenue, which pafled through the center of
the Englith camp at Perimbé, and about a mile from the hedge this
avenue leads through the village of Oulgarry, in which were feve-
ral country-houfes belonging to the French inhabitants of Pondi-
cherry, and a church belonging to the Jefuits. The regiment of
Lorramn and Lally, which at this time did not affemble both to-
gether more than 400 men, were remammg in this village fince the
late attack on the camp. The marines, 3oo men, were within the
hedge, to defend the redoubt of Valdore with the part of the hedge:
on cach hand. The battalion of India, confifting of 500 men, were
ftationed at the Villenore and at the Ariancopang redoubts, and be--
tween them, The porth-fide of the hedge, with the Madrafs re-

4Q 2 doubt,,
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dcubt, -as bciug at the fartheft diftance from the'Engﬁ{h camp, was
trufted to the Sepoys. The horfe, flill only too riders, were dif-
perfed in different pofts round the limits. The reft ;olf' the army,
which, exclufive of the garrifon of Gingee and its out-pofts, confifted
of soo European foot, 150 European horfe, and 500 Sepoys, were
abroad, moft of them waiting to efcort the provifions colleGted at'
Gingee. : ; ; '

At midnight the whole of the Englith army were under arms;
a proportional number. from each of the different bodies were left
to defend the camp ; and the main body appointed to march was
divided into two brigades, of which the principal officers had the
day before reconnoitred the ground of their refpe@ive attacks as
near as the enemy’s out-pofts would admit. The' regiments of
Draper and Coote, comptizing both together 1000 men, 200 of the

-marines, the 150 highlanders, with 500 Sepoys, and four field-
.pieces, marched off their ground from the left of the camp at

three in the morning, and entered into the Red-hill, in which they
were to take a large circuit round the tamarind-grove, and, coming
out where neareft, were to attack the Valdore redoubt, and the weft
fide of the hedge adjoining: This brigade swas formed into two

divifions ; the grenadiers of the two regiments led the firft, under
~the command  of major Robert Gordon ; major William Gordon

commanded the rear divifion, and colonel Monfon the whole of this
attack. The other brigade was compofed of the Coromandel battalion

-800, the two French companies 120, the Bombay detachment of 350
.Europeans and Topafles, 600 Sepoys, and four field-picces. They were

to march from the right, and attack the enemy’s. troops pofted in Oul-

- garry, and, after routing them, to proceed and feize the Villenore

redoubt. Jofeph Smith, who fince the departure of Calliaud to Bengal
was the firft officer on the coaft of the ‘Company’s troeps, and a

few days before had been appointed by the Prefidency of Madeafs

“to the rank of major, commanded this brigade. 'The cavalry, black

as well as white, were  intended to appear before the Ariancop‘a_,ng
redoubt during the two other attacks, in order to prevent the;:tfdéps

there from fending detachments to fupport them.

2 Major
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Major Smith’s brigade, having much lefs ground to go than
Monfon’s, did not move until four in the morning. The enemy’s
entrenchment in front of the wvillage of Oulgarry lay acrofs the ave-
nue, and they had an advanced poft in a garden beyond, but a little
to the right of the entrenchment. 'Smith, to aveid the immediate
difcovery of his brigade, as well as the dire& fire of the entrenchment
along the avenue of Oulgarry, marched down the Villenore,
as far as Barthelme’s garden, which lies on the left as you come
down the line then turned and pafled through the garden, which
brought them half the diftance between the two avenues, when
the brigade ftruck down through the mtervals of fome inclo-
fures, which led to the left of the village of Oulgarry, from whence
they might likewife take the entrenchment in reverfe; but the two
French companies were fentoff immediately fromthe garden tocrofs the
avenue of Oulgarry, and attack the enemy’s advanced poft on the
other fide of this avenue; but were not to beginitheir attack, before
the firing commenced upon Oulgarry, which foon happened ; for
fome black fellows belonging to the French troops, who were afleep
in the fireets of a ruined hamlet which ftood eppofite to the anglc
of the entrenchment, awakened at the wheels of the field-pieces

‘which moved in front of the brigade, and fled with the alarm to
‘the troops in Oulgarry, who immediately began to fire from the
entrenchment, with fix field-pieces in barbette, and with fome aim,
.as the day had begun to dawn. The Englifh field-pieces, which

were of the fame number and calibre, drew out of the village to

anfver them, and were fupported by a part of the line; whilft
the reft paffed on to gain the flank of the village of Oul-
garry : when oppofite to it, divifions were detached to attack the en-
clofures, which the enemy had lined with troops. In the mean time,
the twoFrench companies, led by captain Myers, ftormed the advanced
poft on the other fide of the road, and feized four pieces of cannon
which were there, on which the party ftationed with them retreated
‘in much hurry to the main body at Oulgarry, who, difpirited by
their rout, flackened infenfibly the defence of the enclofures, and

) ceafed
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ceafed firing the ficld-pieces in the intrenchment ’ﬁ%{s the avenue.
Major Smith perceived this wavering, fignified i it to his troops ; and’
put himfelf at the head of the grenadiers.  Wherever he‘cmunanded
affeGion to the man confpired with duty to the officer. "[‘Ife grena-
diers ruthed on without firing, forced their way over the enclofutes,
and fell among(t the enemy, dealing their arms with irrefiftible im= _;
petuofity, increafed by the difadvantages they had furmounted : all

“ the reft entered at other parts, driving the. enemy before them acrofs

the road ; but tho{c at the intrenchment had time to fpike upthe can-
non, and then followed the reft, who were ruumng towards a nifing
ground on the other fide of the road, but farther back towards the
bound-hedge, The main body of the brigade took: poflefion of Oul-
garry, and were foon after joined by the divifion with captain Myers,
which had killed fome, and brought prifoners. During this, a body of
Europeans were defcried advancing dire@ly towards Qulgarry, in the
plain between this and theValdore avenue : theit diftinétions could not
be perceived, and the fudden halt of the' run-a-ways on the rifing
ground rendered their appearance very {ufpicious.  Meflengers after
meflengers were fent to difcover whether they were friends or foes,
but none returned before Major William Gordon himfelf came, and
gave an account that the rear divifion of Colonel Monfon's. brigade,
whmh he ‘commanded, had feparated from: the van amongft the
fand hills in the dark ; and had continued wandering about until
they heard the fire of the attack at Culgarry, to which he had
haftened to give affiftance 3 but it was now too late; otherwife his
cerror might have been retricved by the impertant fervice of inter~
cepting the regiments of Lorrain and Lally in the confufion of their
flight out of Qulgarry, who, in this cafe, would i in all probability
have been deftroyed to a man': during his report, ftrong ffumg
was -heard at the Valdore redoubt. .
It was fome time before the van of Colonel Monfon’s' bngude—
difcovered the {eparation of the rear, which by turning wrong had
got into windings leading towards the plain 3 and Colonel | Monfon,
qppuln,nhw that the rej un&mu could not be made before the dawn
1 ' of
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of day, WhICh was the time deftined for the attack of the Valdore
redoulit, judicioufly determinéd to rifque it with the van divifion of
his brigade alone. - They defiled out of the'fand hill exactly right,
whillt 1t was ftill dark, at.an opening dire¢tly on a lme with the
“weftern fide of the bound-hedge and the redoubt, up to which, the
road, when near, leads in a lane between two enclofures towards

‘the flank of the redoubt. T'wo field-pieces were in the front of

the line, followed by the grenadiers of the two regiments ‘of Draper
and Coote, after whom came the reft of the Europeans, and then
the Sepoys of the divifion. Colonel Monfon knewt he ground, and

mteuded that the line, inftead of advancing thmugh the lane

between the enclofures, thould pafs through the enclofure on the
right, which being a coco-nut garden, was furrounded by a ditch
and hedge of little interruption ; and the ground within was not

only firm, but free from underwood, and the trees themfelyes have

no branches. When paft the garden, they were to proceed ftraight

“on to the Valdore avenue, which was not far cuf’tant, and, having
crofled it, were to'file down on the other fide, to gain the left flank
 of the Valdore redoubt; where, if not difcovered, they: could not
be expeted, and the bound-hedge hereabouts was not fo ftrong as
on the other fide.” The redoubt had a dry ditch, with palifadoes at
the bottom, and fix embrafures, of which the parapet was fraized.
The grenadiers were to rufh on, and efcalade the redoubt without
ﬁrmg, whilft the reft of the line were, part to fupport them, and
part to {pread along the bound- hcdge and to force their way through
wherever they could find openings, or at leaft to continue the ﬁle
until they had driven away the enemy, who were expeéted to line
and defend the other fide 5 the two ficld-pieces were likewife to affift
in this fervice after the grenadiers had pafied them to the efcalade.
The day had begun to dawn, when the head of the line arrived at
the two enclofurés, and Major Robert Gordon, who, excepting Mon-
{fon, only knew the courfe of march, and was to lead the grenadiers
to the affault, was not prefent : and the grenadiers, wanting orders,
naturally entered the lane which lay before them. Officers were

' fent
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fent back to Colonel Monfon, to know what next they were to ‘do.-
Monfon, exafperated at this fecond miftake in the conduct of his
brigade, ran forward to rectify it if poffible, or to put himfelf at the
head of the grenadiers, and lead the affault. . Juft as he reached
them, the enemy difcovered the line which had got to the end of
the lane, within a hundred yards of the redoubt, which in this flank
had a twenty-four pounder, double loaded with langrain.. They
fired it, and its execution was terrible, killing eleven men, and’
wounding 26 ; amongft them Colonel Monfon fell, firuck with a-
picce of iron, which broke both the bones of his leg, The grenadiers, .
inftead of being difmayed, or now. hefitating for want of order, of =
their own motion, rufhed to the efcalade 5 and the officers, of their
oewn judgement, got the line as faft a$ they could out of the en- -
clofed way, and led them to the hedge, when the attack and de--
fence foon became general and extenfive ; but. the. affault of the
grenadiers ftopped the firing of the cannon from the redoubt, which
otherwife would have continued to enfilade the troops attacking the -
hedge.  The grenadiers, although feverely galled by mutketry from -
above and in flank, perfifted . after feveral repulfes, and at length
forced theirway through the embrafures.of the redoubt, when the -
troops within quitted it, and ran out of the gorge 5 on which all
defending the hedge abandoned their pofts likewife, and the whele -
hurried in diforder to gain the glacis of the town..

The regiments of Lorrain and Lally continued fome minutes on
the rifing ground, in as much uncertainty as Major Smith’s brigade,
who the troops of Major William Gordon’s divifion might be; but
remained firm until they heard the firing at the Valdore redoubt,
when - comprehending the whole difpofition of the attack, they
marched off in hafte, regained the avenue, and retreated to the re-
doubt of Villenore. Major Smith immediately followed them with.
his brigade, prefling fo clofe on their rear, that they pafled through
the winding of the hedge, without ftopping to defend or reinforce
the redoubt; this trepidation caught the guard, who, after dif-
sharging the guns of their loads upon the brigade as it was advanc-

-]
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ing to the poft, retired with the regiments to the glacis of the
town. Major Smith immediately took poffeffion of the redoubts,
and was foon after joined by the Highlanders commanded by Major
Scot, who' belonging to Monfon’s attack had forced their way
through the hedge between the Valdore and the Villenore redoubts.
The battalion of India ftill continued at or about the Ariancopang
redoubt, haying entertamed no notion of retreating ; but were de-
terred from making any motion to fupport the other pofts, in ex-
pectation of being attacked themfelves: this however did not happen ;
for the cavalry of the army under the command of Vafferor, who
were intended to make a feint attack upon this quarter, when the
other two fhould commence, did not appear upon their ground until
all was finithed. There was a {imall opening in the hedge about' a
quarter of a mile from the Villenore redoubt, where a retrench-
ment had been thrown up, and the battalion of India kept a guard,
who abandoned it on the appearance of a party which Major Smith
detached along the infide of the hedge to attack them in the rear.
The total lofs fuftained in the two attacks, were 11 5 Europeans
killed and wounded, which fell nearly equal in both brigades, but
in Monfon’s heavieft amongft the grenadiers; of whom, befides rank
~ and file, a lieutenant and an enfign were killed. 'The Sepoys fuffered
much lefs; having been very little expofed. The French lofs was
not known ; but they fuffered moft at the attacks of Oulgarry, where
fome were likewife made prifoners. :
‘The Bombay detachment of 350 men were {tationed to guard
the three pofts in the hedge, and the body of the army aflembled
and cucamped in the paddy-fields to the left of Oulgarry. The
fituation was ill chofen, being commanded bv higher grounds,
and liable to be fwamped on the firft rain; but the tq]euts of Mfum
Robert Gordon were inadequate to the general command, which
devolved on him by the incapacity to which Colonel Monfon was
reduced by his wound. Major Jofeph Smith advifed that the
whole of the Company’s battalion, 1000 men, fhould remain in
the village of Oulgarry to cover the three pofts in the hedge;

and that their gorges, which were open, fhould be retrenched,
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1760,  without delay,. and fufficient day remained to accomplith. the
“~—  work ; but Robert Gordon, from the falfe thame of ignorance, would’
Septembers ot fee the neceflity : and in the enfuing night, the enemy made a-
vigorous attack on all the three pofts, which they would have car-
ried, had not the guards defended them, as dearly purchafed, with-
the utmoft refolution, until reinforced by the picquets from the camp, -
when the enemy retreated.  Seventeen or eighteen Europeans of the
Bombay detachment were killed in this defence ; the enemy’s lofs-
was not known, but could not be lefs. Had they attacked with -
their whole force, the redoubt would have been retaken, for the-
guards, inferior in: number, had no advantage of defences on the
fide towards the town, and the main body of the army, exhaufted
with fatigue, and dead with fleep, were at too great a diftance to-
have come up in time to fhare the conteft..

"T'wo days after, the battalion of India retreated from theis {tations -
at:the hedge near the Ariancopang redoubt ; but the ufual guard :
continued in the redoubt, and the ufual garrifon in the fort of Ari-
ancopang on the other fide of the river., But the enemy receiving
intelligence that preparations were making in the camp to attack the.
fort, the garrifon evacuated it on the 13th at noon, and as they -
were going off {prung-a mine,. which' blew up: the baftion to the -
eaft with partof the rampart, and laid the body of the. place open. .
They retreated to the glacis of the town, where the main body of
the army lay encamped, and had been reinforced by the arrival of
{everal {mall. efcorts with provifions, which the removal of the
Englifh army from Perimbé had encouraged to venture round the -
Red Hill 5 the guard {till continued at the redoube of Ari'ancopang. :

The troops which Mahomed Iffoof appointed. toattack the diftricts:
of Dindigul from Madura, were 300 horfe, 1500:Sepoys, .and 3006
Peons ;- but-as moft of them had firfk. to maich from Tinnivelly, .
it was the middle of July before they commenced hoftilities, when.
pafling by Sholavanden, they reduced feveral fmall pofts, command--
ing defiles, but weakly garrifoned, until they arrived.ata more con-
fiderable fort; called Battal Gunta, 12 miles to the s.E. of Dindigul,
which made more refiffance ; and the troops of Madura having on,ljr.

A{mall
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{mall guns, with much difficulty made a Kind of breach, which
they ftormed, and carried on the firft day of Auguft; and imme-
diately began to repair and add better works, but had not compleated
them before the troops of Dindigul were reinforced from Myfore,
and taking the. field encamped within fight of - Battal Gunta, in,
which the troops of Madura had kept a garrifon, but the main body
lay without the walls.

The equipment and departure of the troops which accompanied
the Nabob into the Carnatic, and the fubfequent afliftances fent to
Kavical, had left the government and garrifon of Tritchinopoly fo
bare of men, money, and ftores, that Captain R. Smith could not
uiidertake the expedition he had propofed againft the Myforeans,

until all thefe wants were fupplied, which depended intirely on his

own refources, for although the Prefidency and Colonel Coote ap-
proved and recommended to him the moft aftive exertions againft
the Myfore territory, he received no affiftance cither of money from
the one nor of troops from the other ; fo that the preparations ne-
ceflary for the expedition prevented him from taking the field until
the 6th of Auguft. His force was so Europeans, with two guns,
and four cohorns, 700 Sepays from the garrifon of Tritchinopoly ;
600 hotfe, and 1000 peons armed with match-locks, moftly fent by
Tondiman, a few belonging to the Nabob, the reft to Tanjore ; and
3000 colleries from the neighbouring Polygars, who were content
to ferve on very flight ftipend, in expectation of ample plunder in the
fertile diftricts they were going to invade. This army proceeded along
the fouthern bank of the Caveri, and on the 13th came before Pudi-
cotah, a mud fort, fituated on the bank of this river, about 4o miles
to the weft of Tritclﬁnopoly, which, with other diftricts, the Nabob
had ceded to the Myforeans, when his allics, in the war of 1753.
On their arrival, a report prevailed, that a large body of  troops
were marching from Seringapatam to Caroor. The garrifon at
Pudicotah, converting this news into hourly expectation of relict,

ftood on the defenfive, and having three guns, obliged Captain.

Smith to raife a battery, which, having nothing but field-picces
to mount, would not have foon produced much effcct: but, by
4R 2 the
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the time the battery opened, the garrifon had lavithed away all
their powder, and capitulated. The lofs {uftained n the attack
was only three men wounded, The next day Captain Smith, with
400 of Sepoys, and two Cohorns, pafled the Caver: to reduce lloor,
a fort fituated on the other bank, ten miles beyond Pudicotah;
but the garrifon evacuated it on his appearance. From hence he
marched againft Caroor, the principal object of his expedition.

Caroor is fituated so miles weft of Tritchinopoly, and ftands on a
plain five miles to the fouth of the Caveri, but near another river,
swhich fall into the Caveri at that diftance to the north. The river of
Caroor was the ancient boundary between the dominions of T'ritchi-
nopoly and Myfore; and this conterminal fituation, under the fe-
curity of a ftrong fort, and its rule over a rich and extenfive diftriét,
had formerly rendered it a place of great mercantile refort and opu-
lence, and it ftill continued populous with fome wealthy inhabitants.
The river continues at the diftance of 8oo yards oppofite to the
fouth fide of the fort, and 1000 yards beyond, turns fhort, and ftrikes
dire@ly eaft: along this part, after the turning, and clofe to the bank,
extends the pettah, which likewife has the other courfe of the river
on the fouth fide; but not fo near; the extent of the pettah along
the river, from fouth to north, is 1000 “yards, and recedes from it
about 500, fo that the efplanade between the pettah and the fort is
500 yards acrofs. 'This around 1s interfeGed by two water-courfes
derived from the river to the fouth, one of which paffes clofe to the
weft fide of the pettah, and turns along the north-fide until it rejoins
the river to the eaft, and thus ferves as a ditch on the w. and N; the
other water-courfe lies midway between the fort and the pettah, and
ftretches to the north much farther out into the plain. ‘The whole
of the pettah is inclofed by a mud wall with towers, but of little
defence.

The fort is built of ftone, and is nearly a fquare of 600 yards. It
has {quare towers in the curtain, and baftions at the four angles,
behind each of which ftands a cavalier, or round tower of folid ma-
fonry, which rifes ten feet higher than the baftion. ‘The whole fort
is furrounded by a dry ditch, of which the counterfcarp is faced

4 with
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with ftone; and on the other fide is lined by the foot of the main
wall of the curtain, without berm or fauflfebraye; excepting along
that part of the rampart, which extends from. the left of the great
gateway in the middle of the eaftern fide to the baftion in the . E.
angle, and round. it half-way along the northern wall ; in which
extent a flip of dry ground, 20 yards broad on the eaftern fide,
and 40 on the northern, is left as a place of arms, and fkirted with
a parapet wall, with loop-holes for mufketry ; and round this wall
the ditch, leaving the body of the fort, continues. There was no
glacis, but a clear efplanade of 400 yards round. The garrifon

confifted of 8oo horfe, 1000 Sepoys, rooo matchlock-men, and:

a great multitude of colleries: which had been drawn from the
hills towards Dindigul: Moft of thefe troops were aflfembled in
the pettah, and manned the walls on the appearance of Captain
Smith’s detachment, which came in fight on the 17th, in the morn-
ing, approaching from the eaftward : the river, although it had no
where more than three feet water, was three hundred yards in
breadth. '

The neceflity of. preferving the communication with T'ritchinopoly
required that the army fhould command the river during the at-
tack of the fort ;. which if ‘advancing from a different point of fup-
port, they might have attacked outright at once on the weftern face;
and as the pofleffion of the pettah would beft fecure the river, Cap-
tain Smith prudently made this his firft object. = If the pettah were
attacked on the eaftern fide, the river was to be pafled under the fire
of this front : if on the north or fouth, the attack would be ex-
pofed to the additional fire in flant or flank from the fort ; which
outvailed the paffage of the river, as the ground on the caftern

thore was higher than the eaftern face of the pettah, which de--

fended the paffage.  Accordingly the attack was made on this
fide. 'The field pieces were pofted in the higher ground. The troops
were formed into three divifions. The cavalry compofed the left ;

the auxiliary foot the right; the Sepoys and Europeans the center. .

All entered the river in this order, fupported by a brifk fire from the
artillery. = The enemy feemed difpofed to difpute:the paffage, and

from
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from the rampaft of the pettah kept up a conftantbut ill-directed fire

againft the center divifion ; but the cannon-fhot penetrating through

‘their parapet did much exccution, and fecing the columns to the

right and left far advanced in the bed of the river, they became ap-
p;ehenﬁVe that their retreat to the fort might be expofed to thefe

‘bodies of horfe and foot on each hand ; and abandoned the d‘chnCé-,v. >
-returning to the fort before either of the columns had crofied the
river; but they had killed and wounded fome Scpoys in the paflage.

The plunder was given up to the troops without relerve ; but they

found little of any value, excepting grain, of which the whole crop

of the country was in the town, but no merchants to buy it, nor had

the troops means to fend it away. The ftrength of the fort, and
the fmall number of Europeans with Captain Smith, on whom,
neverthelefs, the fuccefs of the attack muft depend, determined

him to proceed with all the caution neceflary to their prefervation,
by opening trenches; and more artillery was ordered from Tritchi-

‘nopoly. The convenience of the pettah determined the point of
.attack againft the fouth-eaft baftion, and as ufual againft its fa-
lient angle : :the efplanade in this line was interrupted about half
‘way between the pettah and the ditch by fome {iraw huts, to which
.the enemy had fet fire, but left the mud-walls {tanding. The next

morning, which was the 20th, a party of Sepoys were pofted there,
but a {trong fally of horfe and foot obliged them to retire, and the

-enemy remained id the poft: the field pieces advanced, and drove
‘them from it, and it was again taken pofleffion of by the Sepoys :
in a few hours the enemy made a fecond attempt, but were beaten
-off with lofs. ‘The fituation being exactly proper for the breaching-

battery, an entrenchment was thrown round it, and a trench of
communication continued to it from the pettah, to preferve the
troops from the fire of the fort, which was inceflant, as well from
their .cannon as {mall arms. On the 23d the artillery with much
difpatch arrived from Tritchinopoly; they were one eighteczf;
pounder, two field twelve-pounders, one eight, and one nine-inch
xmortar, with five cohorns ; and by the next morning the breaching-
[battery was compleated, and another in the rear to the right, to en-

filade
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filade the fouth curtain with ricochet. Both opened at fun-rife,
the breaching with fix guns, the mortars and cohorns ; the ricochet

with two field-pieces ; the fort returned with firmnefs, and with -

much vivacity, and the advantage of a crofs fire from the s. w. baf-
tion and cavalier on the left, and from the mafs of mafonry of the

gateway on the right. On the z6th the approaches were carried
on to within forty yards of the ditch, when the fire of the enemy’s -
mufquetry growing ftrong and fure, Captain Smith ordered the re- -
mainder of the trenches to be conduéed by double fap, which is-
with earth and gabions on each fide. The {fmall number of Euro- -
peans in the detachment, with the inexperience of moft of them in :
carrying on trenches, and the continual fire of the fort by night, as-
well as by day, rendered the progrefs of the double {ap extreme- -

ly tedious, infomuch, that {even days were employed in carrying

it, although not more than zoo yards of work, to embrace the

angle of the counterfcarp, and to {pring a mine, which blew it -

into the ditch. . :

It was perhaps the firft time that the Myforeans had ever {een an

_ enemy advancing under cover to the foot of their walls, and notwith--
flanding the novelty of the attack, .they fufpeéted, which was true, .
that the fort might be entered by the fame means ; this apprehenfion, .

with the ruin that had been committed in a large trac of country

round Caroor-by the matchlock-men cand horfe of Tondiman and’

Tanjore, and the whole body of colleries, who had every day been

making excurfions, prompted the governor to propofe terms for the
ceflation of hoftilities. He began by difavowing any participation

of the King with the body of troops which had joined the French.
in the Carnatic, and declared Hyder Ally, whom he ftiled a rebel, .

+he author of that alliance and expedition ; in confequence, he -
Several meflages. -

wanted a temporary and conditional furrender.
paffed, in the intervals of which the attack and defence was re-
newed ; at length. the eighteen-pounder,
batrery, burft, and the breach was not yet practicable, which in-
duced Captain Smith to agree to the following conditions : “ That:
s¢ an Englith ferjeant, and fixty Sepoys, {hould immediately be put

2. LU o

the only . piece of effectual :
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¢ in pofleflion -of the ‘baftion attacked, and ‘?h? Englith colours
¢ hoifted in the fort. ‘That the Englifh army \ihou'l__d_: remain in the
«¢ pettah, or any where elfe out of the fort, keeping guards at the
¢ counterfcarp of the ditch, for twenty days ; during which, if no
¢« orders arrived from Madrafs to deliver the fort again to the gover-
<¢ nor, it was to be evacuated by the garrifon, who, in confideration
¢¢ of their gallant defence, were to carry away their arms and horfes;
¢.but all provifions and flores belonging to the government of
<¢ Myfore were to be left in the fort. If in this interval an army ap-
¢ proached from Myfore, the garrifon were in like manner to evacuate
¢« the fort to the Englifh troops: four hoftages were to be given by

«¢ the garrifon, until the conditions were ultimately decided, and an

¢« European deferter was to be furrendered.” ‘This capitulation was
figned on the 2d of September, and the Englith Sepoys immediately
took pofleflion of the baftion attacked. :

Captain Smith in his interview with Boniapah, the governor of
the fort, was convinced that the king of Myfore had no concert in
the affiftance which Hyder Ally had fent to the government of Pon-
dicherry ; and Boniapah having no doubt from the articles of capi-
tulation that Caroor would be reftored to the king, proferred to
withdraw the garrifon to Namcull, a fort 20 miles to the north, and
there wait the orders of Seringapatam, and Fort St. George 5 to which
Captain Smith confented under the reftriCtion, that none of the
garrifon fhould att againft the Englith until the fate of Caroor was
determined at Fort St. George. Accordingly all the Myfore troops
evacuated the place the fame day. The acquifition was valuable and
important ; for, befides that its revenues amounted to 44,0001, a
year, it highly aggravated the refentment of the miniftry of My-
fore againft Hyder Ally, as the author of the lofs.

Hofhlities had continued in this interval between the Myf{oreans of
Dindigul, and the troops of Madura. The Myforeans continued the
attack of Battle Gunta for {ix days, and having driven away the rrooﬁs
which {upported it without, carried the fort itfelf by affault; but
the defence had been maintained with refolution ; for in the courfe
of it 30 Sepoys and 20 horfemen had been killed and wounded; and

of
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of the Peons 5o wounded, and 40, with an officer of note, killed. The
Madura troops retired to a fort three miles diftant, called Gadamcotah,
one of thofe which they had taken from the Myforeans, and were there
j.'oined by a reinforcément from Madura, which had marched to relieve
Battle Gunta, but came too late ; this addition rendered the whole
body equal to the Myforeans, againft whom they marched, beat up
their camp, took their artillery, recovered pofleffion of Battle Gunta,
‘and advanced to reduce the other pofts towards Dindigul.

T'he capitulation of Caroor arrived at Madrafs on the 1 gth of Septem-
ber. On the fame day intelligence was received from Captain Prefton,
that the body of Myforeans, which had contmued with the French
troops at Gingee, had moved from thence with all their baggage;
and on the 11th the French troops followed, both proceeding in the
road to Thiagar. . The prefidency were by this time convinced that
the king of Myfore and Hyder Ally were at utter variance ; but
confidered, that either they might reconcile their differences, or that
Hyder, as was moft probable, would predominate ; and in either of
thefe cafes, other fchemes might be formed by the Myfore ftate to
balance, as formerly, the conteft between the two European nations,
again{t which Caroor in their own hands would be the beft indemnity.
They therefore ordered Captain Smith to keep pofieffion, ftill with
profeffion of amity to the king, but neither to give any afliftance,
nor oppofe any force which the king might fend againft Hyder
Ally, but rather to employ his'detachment feparately againft the
troops of Hyder Ally, if the opportunity thould occur,

Colonel Coote was not embarked for Benga'f, when the news of
the fuccefs againft the bound-hedge arrived at Madrafs, and with it
Colonel Monfon reprefented the incapacity in which he was likely
to remain for feveral months of a&ing i the field, and requefted
that Colonel Coote: might refume the command of the army.
The Prefidency feconding the requeft, he confented, and ar-
rived in the camp on the night of the 20th; where he found
‘the army in the gréateﬁ difcontent, efpecially the black troops, for

“the want of provifions, owing to the avarice of the renters appointed
by the Nabob in the conquered countries, who, forefeeing that the

Vor. II. 4 S price
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pricé of grain would rife, fuffered none to be bmﬁfght-to the camp.
Sicknefs likewife prevailed, and with the wounded there were 600
Europeans in the hofpital. . L

The next day Colonel Coote caufed the gorg'%s of the redoubts in
the bound-hedge to be fortified, and fixed pofts in proper ﬁatiﬁii_-s_;.i_n
the higher ground round the camp: from whence on the 23d,'a
detachment of 200 rank and file, with the company of pioneers,
a great number of cooleys and carpenters, marched 'to a hillock of
fand, which ftood half a mile from the fea, and at the diftance of.a
mile direftly oppofite to the Madrafs redoubt in the north fide of
the bound-hedge. - Here they were to remain, and raife a large re-
doubt on the table of the hill, capable of containing five hundred
men.  On the 27th in the forenoon, ‘Colonel Coote advanced,
with his ufual ‘efcort of thrée companies of Sepoys, and 300
black horfe, towards the Ariancopang redoubt, at which the
guard took panic, and firing off’ the guns before the party were
within “point-blank-thot, abandoned the poft, of which Colomel
Coote took pofleflion, and leaving the Sepoys in it, returned in
the afternoon with workmen to retrench the gorge; on whofe
appearance the town cannonaded and threw fhells, but without
effe®, and the gorge was compleated the next night.  Early in the
morning of the 2gth, 400 of the enemy’s Europeans, with two
field-pieces, marched from the glacis to recover the redoubt, and
made various attempts, in all of which they were repulfed, until
they perceived twogcompanies of Sepoys marching on their right
to gain their rear, whom Colonel Coote, who was always early
abroad, had fent from the Valdore redoubt; on which the
enemy retreated, but as they were going off received the fire of the
Sepoys, who were themfelves expofed to a ftrong, but diftant fire
from the town. The enemy had two officers and feven private killed,
and the adjutant of the Lorrain regiment with 18 wounded. None
were killed in the redoubt, and only one Sepoy in the plam
Fifty Europeans were appointed to be the guard in future, as fuffi~
cient for the fudden defence, until reinforced ; and more WO_;;JH ‘have

2 been
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been uaneceflarily expofed to the fire of fhot and fhells, which con-
tinued and reached from the town.

In that part of the limits, which is immediately behind the Ma-
drafs redoubt, was a regular village of feveral ftreets, called, from
its intention, the Blancherie, in whlch all the cloths pur chah,d for
the French company at Pondicherry were bleached, and warehoufes
were builtin the village to receive them.  As thefe buildings would
not only afford fhelter but convenience to the Englith troops, the
enemy refolved to deftroy them, and to firengthen the Madrafs re-
doubt, with the ground about it. They began to demolith on the
goth of September, of which Colonel Coote received intelligence, and
faw the intention. He went the next day, with his ufual elcort of
Bepoys and black horfe, as if he only meant to review the progrefs
of the redoubt he had ordered to be raifed to the north of the
hedge, in which Major Jofeph Smith commanded for the week.
After dinner, beth officers mounted their horfes, and proceeded
with the efcort along the ftrand of the fea, towards the limits
of Pondicherry, as if they only meant to reconnoitre. ‘The bound-
hedge ceafeth at fome diftance from the water-mark, and left an
opening on the fand, which the enemy bad neglefed to clofe or
obftru&. As foon as near this opening, Colonel Coote ordered the
Sepoys to form in three parties, and the horfe to divide equally with
them ; but the Sepoys having entertained no fufpicion that they
were led te fuch an attack, boggled ; on which he ordered the Lorfe
to cut down whoever refufed to advance, or attempted to run away ;
and the Sepays, afthamed of their backwardnefs, recovered their
fpirit. Two of the divifions went off to the right, one to force
through the bound-hedge, 500 yards beyond the Madrafs redoubt
on its left, the other to attack the redoubt itfelf, whilt Colonel
Coote with Jofeph Smith remained along the fea-fhore, ready to
pufth, and gain the rear of the hedge, and all the three attacks were

to be made at the fame time. There were fome fmall pieces of

cannon in the redoubt, and feveral guards of Sepoys along the infide
‘of the hedge, all of which kept up a conftant fire, butat too great
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to the ground -oppofite their refpe@ive attacks. “All bore down
roperly, as it had been concerted. Colonel Coote’s attack -
eafily puthed round, and that on the right through the hedge ;
and as foon as within both advanced, ‘driving the guards ‘before
them, to gain the rear of the redoubt, againit which the divifion.
which attacked it had not fucceeded, having more difficulties and’
refiftance to encounter ; but as foon as the guard faw the danger
approaching from either hand within the hedge, they abandoned the
redoubt, and retreated haftily into the warehoufes of the bleaching
town, which {tood within 200 yards inclofed witha thh wall. Five
Sepoys wete killed, and the fame: number wounded ‘in the different
attacks. All the three companies, with an Enfign, were left at the
redoubt; Colonel Coote and Major Smith returned, the Major to his -
poft, the Colonel to the camp, from whence he fent off a party of pio-
neers with gabions and fafcines under the command of Enfign Mac-
mahon, to clofe and retrench the gorge of the redoubt; but they
were firft to, proceed to Major Smith’s poft, from whence they
were to be accompanied by a detachment of Iuropean foldiers : but
Macmahon, miftaking kis orders, did not call for this neceflary
reinforcement. In war more than in all the other occupations of
man, negle rarely fails to bring on its own punifhment. )
At midnight, whilft the pioncers were at work, they were fud--
denly attacked by g00 Europeans, and 6oo Sepoys, detached from
the town. 'The Enfign, a Dane, who commanded the Sepoys in
the redoubt, abandoned it on the firft onfet, in which Enfign
Macmahon was killed 5+ and the pioneers, {urprized and defencelefs,
efcaped as they could; what Sepoys were within the redoubt
jumped out ; but the greateft part, who were ftationed round, en-
couraged by a Subahdar named Coven Naig, kept with him, and
gained the plain at fome diftance without fright, where they formed,
under his direétion, and followed him to recover the poft. They
mounted the outfide of the rampart, gained footing on the infide,.
kept it, and continued a hot fire on the area below, eipecna
towards the gorge. ‘The enemy imputed this refolution to
much greater numbers than they expe&ed, and than' really were at’
the
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the poft; and in this fuppofition retreated to the bleaching-houfé.
Soon ‘after came up a ftrong partyof Europeans detached on the firft
firing by Major Smith from his poft to the north. In the different
aftions from the firlt affault, three private Europeans, befides enfign
Macmahon, were killed, and 30 Sepoys killed and wounded. The
enemy the next morning ereted a battery of four picces of cannou
at the end of a lane, which joined the ftreet of the Blancherie, lead-
ing as well as that in a ftraight line to the rear of the redoubt on
which they continued firing two days without killing any of the
guard, and then having other occupations they defifted ; fome muf
ketry fhill continued in the bleaching houfe, but were dr_iveu out the
next day, and abandoned the village.

The acquifition of the Madrafs redoubt compleated the entire poffe(=
fion of the bound-hedge from the fea-thore to the north, as far as
the river of Ariancopang to the s. £.; and turned againft the town,
with every advantage, the line of circumvallation intended for its
defence. But the ground to the fouth along the courfe of the river,

from the redoubt of Ariancopang to the fea, was ftill open, and the

river {preading over fheets of fand, which were often dry, was at all
times, excepting in the rainy feafon, fordable; and to fecure the
paffage, Mr. Lally had fome months before ere€ted a redoubt whicls
he called St. Thomas in a {fmall ifland of fand in the river, oppohtb
to the center of this face of the town, and about §oo yards from the
walls. 'The rains were now approaching, and the redoubt, if im-
mediately taken pofieffion of, could not be maintained by the Englith
army after the river fhould fill, and as ufual overflow the country ;
for which reafon Colonel Coote deferred the reduétion of it, until
the rains were paffed. 'In the mean time efforts were flill to be
apprehended to bring provifions into the town ; for the French
troops, which had followed the laft divifion of the Myforeans to
‘Thiagar, continued there; and although the main body of the
My foreans had left Thiagar, no intelligence was yet received of their
* \departure to their own country.
~ The French  force which had marched to Thiagar, was 400
EBuropean foot, 250 European hiorfe, and 1000 Sepoys.  The
lizele
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little army of obfervation, under the command of Captain
Prefton, was not equal to an open encounter with this force; he,
however, with his ufual adtivity, determined to give them all the
interruption in his power, and ordered Captain Martin, whe, with
the free company of 5o Frenchmen, was abroad with the Polygarof
Ventivalum in the hills to the fouth of Gingee, to hang in the rear
of the enemy’s march ; and moved himfelf with the main body of his
divifion from Ratlagrammon, to watch their motions at Vieravandi,
left they fhould turn, and lay wafte the recovered diftricts between
this place and Verdachilum. Martin knowing the country, and ufing
the night, picked up twelve Europeans of the French troops. They
reached the Panar juft as it was fwelled by a fudden flood; and per-
{ifting neverthelefs to crofs it, fome of them were carried away and
drowned in the ftream, which' the Myforeans had paffed with eafe
before the frethes came down. As foon ' 'as Prefton was arrived at
Vicravandi, the garrifon remaining at Gingee marched and affault-
ed Ratlagrammon, in which had been left only two companies of
Sepoys, who defended the poft with refolution, and obliged the
enemy to retire, after they had loft fourteen Europeans killed in the
attack, and leaving an officer and three wounded, who' were made
prifoners. Prefton receiving intelligence, that the French troops and
the Myforeans were affembled at Thiagar, returned from Viera-
vandi te Raltagrammon, left they thould return fuddenly during
his abfence, and attempt to move to Pondicherry with the convoy of
bullocks which flill continued at Gingee.

By this time the prefidency knew the caufe of the departure of
the laft body of Myforeans from Gingee to Thiagar, but were not
able to account for the march of the French troops {6 far to
the weftward, at a time when their utmoft efforts became every day
more neceflary to efcort the provifions they had collefted, into Pon-
dicherry.

In the beginning of the year, Balagerow, the general and regent of
the Morattoes, fent an army of 8ooco horfe, and the fame numberof
foot, with cannon, under the command of an officer of fefvi@,-

named
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named szvaz.ypunt, which croffed the Kriftna in the month of
Feb , and advancing to the fouthward ﬁopped frequently to
exa& contubunons from forts and ftrong-holds in the way; {everal
of which, on denial, they took. In the beginning of June they
halted and encamped at Chinabalabaram, on the confines of Myfore
to the N. E. and not far from the hills to the x. w. of the Carnatic,
from whence Vizvazypunt fent letters, fignifying expeQations of
money, but profering affiftance to the Nabob Mahomed Ally ; and
others to the king of Myfore, demanding with more authority
the arrears of the chout, or tribute, to which the Morattoe nation
pretends a right from all ‘the countries in the peninfula. At this
time Hyder Ally, ‘at Seringapatam, the capital of Myfore, had, as
if in difguft, refigned his employments of general and minifter: he
had {ome time before concluded his treaty with M. Lally, and fent
off the body of 4000 Myforeans, which came to Pondicherry under
the command of his brother-in-law Mu&oon Saheb ; relying on this
alliance, and his own courage, he was {o affured of his importance
and fafety, that he abided at a town within three miles of Seringa-
patam, with all his family of women, attended only by 300 horfe-
men, who were of proved fidelity and refolution. Agents accompanied
the letters of Vizvazypunt, with whom the king concerted, that
their mafter thould move with his army to Seringapatam, as if to
haften by intimidation the levy of a large contribution, which the
king had privately confented -to pay- Hyder Ally fuppofed, that
their approach would reinftate him in the command of the king’s

forces to oppofe them, and difcovered when near, that the Morat-
toes had engaged to feize his perfon ;- on which he mounted in the
dead of night, accompanied by fome of his horfemen, and ‘left his
whole family behind.  Some Morattoes followed them, whom he
out-ftripped, and the next day arrived at Bangalore, a frong city
6o miles to the north of Seringapatam. Being the bringer of his
own errand, he had time, and found means to engage fome of the
officers, who prevailed on the reft to declare they would abide by
his fortunes; and in confequence they fhut the gates. From this

retreat he immediately fent orders to his brother-in-law, to quit the
Carnatie
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Carnatic with all the troops under his comrh‘énd_,. and to march,
avoiding the Morattoes, to Bengalore. Muctoon Saheb Ead ‘received
the letters, when he moved fupma Pondicherry on the 16’&1 of Au-
guft; but concluding Hyder Ally to be in fafety for a while at ] Ben—-
mlole and believing e:ther that a reconciliation would take place

butwc.en him and thc King, after the retreat of the Morattoes; or |

otherwife, that Hyder Ally might think it moft expedient to come
himfelf, and join the French, for the {ake of the ceflions ftipulated

" in the treaty ; he determmcd, although not to return to Pondicherry,

to continue in the Carnatic, and in confequence employ ed, as we
have {een, his troops againft Tnnomaly, and other places in that part
of the country, until he received, in the beginning of September, far-
ther intelligence from Hyder Ally, which left no alternative to his de-

parture ; on which he recalled the 80o horfe whichwere at-Gm.gee, and

without folicitation, with an integrity rare in the politics of India,
requefted the French force to accompany them in order to receive
back the poffeffion of the fort of Thiagar, which he without ftipula-
tion tendered of his own accord. On their arrival there on the

13th of September, he fulfilled his word, claiming only on oc-
cafion their future affiftance, and three days after marched away
with his whole force to join his brother. The French left 200 Eu-
ropean foot, and five companies of Sepoys in Thiagar, and the reft,
being the fame number of foot, 1 50 European horfe, and three com-
panies of Sepoys, returned to Gingee.

The reftitution of Thiagar, and the departure of the Myfore tmops
out of the pmV111ce, confirmed the veracity of the king’s difavowal
of any pmtxmpatmn in that expedition, S the Prefidency repeated
their orders to Captain Smith and the troops of Madura to ceafe hof=
tilities in the Myfore diftricts.  Previous to the receipt of thefe or-
ders, Captain Smith had fent a detachment from Caroor, 1ga1nﬁ a
fort called Pudlcotah, different from that he had taken in his ap-
proach. It {tands nine miles to the N. £, of Caroor on the fouth

bank of the Caveri. The garrifon evacuated it on the appear ange of
the detachment, who left a party to hold it, and returned to Caroor, |

The want of money prevented any farther operations ; for, although
the

5
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the revenues of the country reduced exceeded 300,000 rupees a

car, the devaftation of the auxiliary horfe and foot which could not
be reftrained, left no contributions to raife. ~Captain Smith, there-
fore, rcturned with a part of his command to Tritchinopoly, and
on the way fent off a detachment_ to reinftate two polygars, who
had been driven out of their pollams by the troops of Dindigul, from

whom the detachment met no refiftance, as the governor of Dindigul.

had received orders, in confequence of the capitulation of Caroor, to
ceafe hoftilities againft the poffeffions of the Nabob. By this time the
troops of Madura had taken five other forts between Batal Gunta
and Dindigul, in all feven, and continued to keep pofleflion of them
until farther orders, encamping their main body at Batal Gunta,

and keeping flight guards in the others. = Captain Smith arrived in-

the beginning of O&ober at Madrafs, to give an account of his ex-
pedition, and the ftate of the c_qnqucred country ; and foon after re-
turned to his command in Tritchinopoly.

As foon as it was afcertained that the Myforeans-had quitted the
province, Colonel Coote, to fave the heavy expence of the black ca-
_ valry, difcharged soo of them, moftly thofe brought by Maphuze

Khan, which reduced the number to 800, of which goo were with
Prefton, and the reft with himfelf in the camp.- A party, with fome
bullocks, advancing from Gingee, arrived on the 2d of October at
Malamoodi, a village . twelve miles from Pondicherry between the

river of Ariancopang and the Panar, intending to pufh into the

town in the night under the protedion of St. Thomas redoubt.
On intelligence of their approach, Colonel Coote détached all the
cavalry in the camp, which, befides the black, were one of the two
troops of Europeans, to lie in their way : of which the party got
intelligence, and leaving their bullocks retreated during the night,
and in their return three officers, who lagged behind in their palan-
_ kins, were taken by fome black horfe and Sepoys, which Captain
Prefton had detached  to harrafs the party from Ratalgrammon.
The army had hitherto continued on the ground betyeen Oul-
oarry and the river of Ariancopang, where they had encamped 1m-
mediately after the fuccefs of the bound hedge. This ground is always
Vor, 1I, A overflowed
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1760, overflowed in the rainy feafon, of which the fighs encreafed every
‘“—— day; and on the 6th the whole army marched off by the left, and
S Edbm, encamped on the ridge of the Red-hill, a ‘mile and half nearer the
bound-hedge than their firft encampment at Perimbgé, but to the left
of that ground. The heighth and fandy foil of this fitwation
drained and dried the wet as faft as it fell, and fecured at leaft the
troops from this inclemency under foot, and large caferns of mat
and bamboo were built to fhelter them from the other.
At one'the next morning, firing of cannon and mufketry was
heard in the road of Pondicherry. Befides {maller craft, three
French thips, the Hermione, the Baleine, and the Compagnie des
Indes were at anchor before the town, as near the furf as prudence
permitted, and under the command of 100 guns, mounted along the
works on this fide, and the ftrand, to proteét the road. Thefe thips
were intended to wait until the flormy weather, and then fail to ports
to the fouthward, and return with provifions, of which the preven-
tion would in that {eafon become precarious, even fhould the Eng-
lith {quadron be able to continue in fight of Pondicherry. Mr. Ste-
vens had for fome time determined to cut them out of the road. His
fquadron always continued at anchor before Cuddalore. A fortnight
before the prefent, a night had been fixed ; but the fhips beginning
to hoift out their boats before it was dark, they were perceived by
telefcopes from Pondicherry ; and men were immediately fent from the
thore to reinforce the French thips ; which was likewife difcovered by
the fquadron, and obliged Mr. Stevens to defer the defign, until the
enemy’s fufpicions fhould have ceafed. In the mean time the Tyger
of 6o guns was fent to continue near Pondicherry, and anchored 2
little to the fouth, two miles from the fhore. On the might of the
6th, the enterprize was refumed. The boats, fix and twenty, were
hoifted out after dark, and manned with 4oo failors, meftly volun-
teers, and failed to the Tyger, where all aflembled at 12. Soon after
they perceived the lights in the great cabbin of the neareft fhip,
the Hermione, extingnifhed, and concluding that the officers were
gone to reft, fet off for the attack. The boats moved in two divi-
fions, one allotted to the Hermione, the other to the next fhip, the

4 _ - Baleine 3
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Baleine ; the attack of. the Compagnie des Indes was to depend on
the fuccels of thefe. To prevent deviation, the boats of each divi-
fion moved in a line, holding to one other by ropes. The niches
of the oars were covered with frefh theep-fkin, to prevent creaking.
The watch-word by which the men were to know one another in
the attack, was Cathchart, a found which few .Frenchmen can pro-
nounce. It lightned continually, as ufual in the nights before the
change of the monfoon ; neverthelefs, the divifion to the Hermione

got within piftol-thot of her ftern, before they were difcovered ;

when the boats feparating, ranged up equally on each fide of the

thip, and two went forward to the bows to cut the cables. During
_this approach, all hands in the fhips were up, and firing mufketry
on the boats, and thot came from the guns of the Compagnie des

Indes, which lay to command both the other thips. The Hermione

was boarded in as many parts as there were boats round her. The

crew, which were 70 Europeans, behaved well, defending them-

felves and the thip with pikes and piftols, when the attack came

hand to hand. ‘The man who firft attempted to cut the cable had

his head cut off by an officer ftanding to guard it in the bows; never-

thelefs numbers prevailed, and the crew were all driven or tumbled
down the hatch-ways; for no: concert of furrender could take place,

or be trufted:  As foon as they were all down, the hatches were

clofed and centinels fixed over them, and then the mizen topfail,

the only fail bent, was fet to carry off the fhip, which feveral

boats were likewife ready to tow: but by this time, the fhore,

which had waited until the firing of the attack had ceafed in the
thip, began a violent cannonade,. of which the lightning directed
the aim : and fhot continually ftruck : one deftroyed the wheel of the
rudder, killed the two men who were fteering, ~and cut the tiller
rope. 'The prifoners confined below deterred every one from going
down into the gun-room to fix another rope to the rudder, and the
fingle fail was not {ufficient to fteer the fhip; the boats remained
the only means of carrying her off, and they tugged with {uch
violence, that they continually fnapt the towing ropes. Mean
while the fire continued from the fhore. At length, fome imagined
ANDila that
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1760, that the fhip had no motion, and refifted B)"r'_"ei-.cablg and anchor!

“—~ concealed under her keel; on which the officer who'commanded:

Oftober. 1} attack, refolved to leave her.  The prifoners below were told,
that it was determined to fet her on ‘fire, on which - they. came up
réadily to be carried off in the beats, which rowed away with them :
to the Tyger. = When arnived on board, the captain, Digby Dent,
faid he fhould fend his own men, if the divifion did not imme- .
diately return to bring off the fhip. This {pirited rebuke prevailed,
all the boats fet off again rand met the .ihip' half a ‘mile nearer ;
for the land-wind had fprung up and was driving her out.

T'he difpofitions for the attack of the Baleine, 'Wé{e‘thf;'ﬁmc, and

fucceeded more eafily. ‘The crew made little refiftar ce; only two
men were killed before .they furrendered.” The radder of the fhip
was athore, but feveral fails were bent to the yards which fufficed”
to move and {teer her, and fthe was brought, and anchored near the
Tyger, before the Baleine came up.  No attempt was made on the
Compagnie des Indes. . 53 ST

By this time the want of provifions prefled fo hard, that Mr.
Lally affembled a general council, and propofed the 'immediate
expulfion of the black inhabitants, who reprefented that their-
fidelity alone to thofe who might condemn them to this {evere ca-
lamity, had left it in their power to infli€ it: by their removal,
likewife, all the Europeans would be deprived of their domieftics 5
and from  thefe confiderations the aflembly broke up ‘without de-
cifion: -but fome from fear of the other inconveniences of the'
blockade during the ftormy weather, requefted permiffion of Colonel-
Coote to fend away their families either to the Danifh or Dutch
{ettlements on the coaft, which were neutral in the war 3 and pafi~
ports were-granteds. ; } T '

Intelligence was received on the 11th, that the garrifon intended
to march out a detachment of 400 men, to ftorm the Madrafs re-
doubt in the bound-hedge, and then puth on to attack the large re=
doubt, which the Englith army had raifed to the north of it; on
which the picquets of the camp marched, and took poft half-way, in
order to fall on the rear of the detachment being difcovered, the

' enemy
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enemy made no motion, but the next day the town fired hotly, but
without cxecution, on the Anmccspang redoubt,

"The winds had for fome days veered and firengthened ; and on
the 22d and 23d, the two Admirals failed out of the road of Cud-
dalore ‘with all the fhips, excepting four, which two days after, on
fufpicion of ftormy weather, went away likewife. Their departure
was unexpected, becaufe contrary to Mr. Stevens’s declaration, that
lre 'would ‘not quit the coaft until compelled by the utmoft ne-
ceflity, which fiad not yet come. As foon as tht,y difappeared, the
Compagme des Indes, and'a floop which was in the road, prepared
s had been forefeen to put to'fea. ' The thip failed on thc 3oth to
brmg prov ifions from- Tranqueba[, and the floop armed with feveral
guns was intended to'cruize in the offing for the grain-boats, which
at this_feafon of the | year come with the wind and current from the
northern to the fouthern parts of the coaft, and generally fail in
fight of the fhore. ' The four men of war which left Cuddalore on
the 23d, anchored on the 1ft of November off of Alamparvah,
from whence they fell down on the r4th to the road of Pondicherry,
and gave information, that Mr. Stevens was gone with the other
12 fhips of the fquadron 'to refit them in the bay of Trincomaly.

Captain’ Prefton, on the 18th of O&tober, detached fome black
horfe and Sepoys' from his poft at Ratlagrammon, who came back
with 400 head of cattle of thofe colle@ted by -the French, which
were grazing in the country round the pettah of Gingee: The de-
tachment was neither oppofed or purfued, although a ‘confiderable
party of the French troops was then in the pettah ready to march.
This party moved on the z1ft; they were 200 Efftopeans and
Coffrees, 400 Sepoys, 100 European, and as many black hotfe:
They crofled the river Panar ou its decline, and on their acrival at
Thiagar, a detachment larger than their number was formed, and
marched away, to attack the fort of Chandamungalum, which {tands
half way towards Tirinomalee: the fort was garrifoned by four or
five companies of Sepoys, with a few Europeans from Chittapet,
who repulfed the affault with uncommon ability, having killed

ten Europeans and 4o Sepoys, and wounded 50 Sepoys nd
o horfes 3
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horfes ; after which the French party attempted nothmg more, but
returned to Thiagar.
‘Captain Preflon, on the firft 1ntell1gence of their motion from

‘Gingee, fet out, as before, to follow them with the greateft part ofthis

force from Ratlagrammon, but when arrived on the 24th near Villa-
porum, found the river {iwelled, and continued on the bank, in expetta-
tion of its fall ; and on the 1t of November, the garrifon of Gingee,
b.ein'g ftronger than the force he had left at Ratlagrammon, again
detached a party of 25 European horfe and 20 foot with three com-
panies of Sepoys and fome black cavalry, to drive away all the
cattle about thxs place, whlch by the late captures and purcha‘fes
made for the camp were many herds. Captain Robert Fletcher,
i_vho commanded during the abfence of Prefton at Ratlagrammon,
waited until the enemy began to retreat. with the cattle they had
gathered when he appeared with 5o black horfe, and three com-
panies of Sepoys in their rear, and followed them fix miles, but
as if cautious of coming too clofe to their fire ; which continually
drew it from them; when, perceiving that they had almoft ex-
pended their ammunition, he appreached nearer, and engaged them
regularly, which they {carcely {uftained, and foon broke, and all their
Sepoys flung down their arms. Fifteen of them were killed, and
30 with a Subadar or captain made prifoners: of the Europeans,
fix were killed, or fell wounded, and 150 mufkets were collected.
The next day, Fletcher, with a ftronger force, marched again
from Ratlagrammon, and contriving his time, arrived at night, and
entered the pettah of Gingee, which has but a flight wall, by fur-
prize, fet fire to it in every part, and met no refiftance, except-
ing the uncertain fire of the cannon from the hills above, and on
his return he drove off a greater number of their cattle than the
enemy had taken the day before.

The frequent, although flender attempts and enterprizes, which
had been made by the body of French troops in the field, in order
cither to {upply Pondicherry with pr0v1{1ons, to gain plunder, or to
create diveriions of the Enghﬂl force, had in the whole expended

‘more than three hundred Europeans ; moft of the reft were now at

Thiagar,
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Thiagar, and from the force remaining at Gingee, including what the
garridon might on occafion fpare, no attempt of convoys to Pon-
dicherry beyond the provifions of a few days were to be appre-
hended. They had loft, if ever it lay open, the opportunity, when they
were in full force. Neverthelefs the number of troops remaining at
Pondicherry, with the defences and ammunition, ftill fecured the town
from every danger, excepting famine ; and Mr. Lally not impru-
dently preferred that the troops he had detached, thould remain abroad,
where they might do fome fervice, and would {ubfift themfelves,
rather than return to confume in Pondicherry the flender ftock of
provifions, of which they had fupplied fo little. He now withed
even to add more to their number for another purpofe, on which
ill fortune and neceffity obliged him to rely as the likelieft means
that remained of relieving the diftrefles of Pondicherry.

The French fquadron, which had left the coaft on the 1ft of
O&ober of the preceding year, arrived on the 15th of November at
the ifle of France. This ifland never furnifhed provifions fufficient
for the fettled inhabitants, and had been fo much exhaufted of the
flores colleéed from abroad, by vi€tualling the fquadron at their
departure for the coaft, that little remained to afford them on their
return; and this fcarcity had been injudicioufly encreafed by the
equipment of two vefiels, which had been fent to attack the Englith
faftories in the gulph of Perfia. 1In this diftrefs, it was refolved to
follow the example of the preceding year, and to fend three fhips
of burthen, under the convoy of the Centaur of 74 guns, belonging
to the French Company, to purchafe provifions at the Cape of
Good Hope. But Mr. D’Aché propofed to give the command of the
Centaur to the captain of the King’s thip the Aétif ; on which all the
captains of the Company’s thips of war protefted againft this pre-
ference, as derogatory to their own rightss and whilft the tedious dif-
putations ufual on fuch occafions were carrying on in writing, with
much acerbity and little public zeal, the annual tempeft of the ele-
ments in this climate arofe in the night of the 27th of january, and
lafted without intermiffion, and with the utmoft excefs, for 36 hours.
Thirty-two veflels in the port of Mauritius were torn from their

anchors 3
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anchors ; but all, excepting one of 3o guns, were ftopped by the
ooze of the bay from driving on the rocks which fraize the fhore ;
on which all the fmaller craft wete firanded and wrecked. The
ruin was greater on the land.  All the végetation of provifions
above the furface was deftroyed. The cattle and fowls were wafhed
away by the torrents, or perithed by thc inclemency, and of the
magazines of grain, which are all built of woad, fome were over=
thrown, and the reft opened by the wind to the rain. Three months
were employed in repairing the damages of the marine and fhote.
In this interval, fome few provifions were brought by fome trading
veflels of the colony from Mad'lgafcar, and the furplus of the 1ﬂand
of Bourbon. On the 26th of May it ‘was determined to fend four
{hips of war, as faft as they could be equipped, in order to {ubfift at
Foul-point in Madagafcar.. On the 8th of June, arrived a veflel
from France, apprifing, that an armament was fitting out in E;lglgmd
to attack the two iflands of Mauritius and Bourbon 3 in confequence
of which, the French government had fent the regiment of Cam-
bray, of 700 men, to reinforce them ; and the fquadron, if at Mau-
ritius, was ordered to continue there ; and; if gone to the coafl, to
be 1lnmed1atcly recalled. Thefe orders determined Mr, D’Aché
to remain with the greateft part of his fhips for the defence of
the ifland, but to fend away thofe before allotted to Madagafcar 3
which,  to fave the confumption of victuals, were not to return to
the ifle of France, until the zoth of Auguft: if at this time they
received no dire€tions how to aé, the council of war might proceed
to the execution of any fervice, of which the condition of the fhips
might be deemed capable : meaning to intimate, that they might,
if they chofe it; go to the coaft of Ceromandel.. The Centaur

failed for Madagaicar on the 16th of June, but the other three -

not in lefs than a month after, by which time the regiment of
Cambray was arrived in feveral of the Company’s fhips from

France. The news of the ftorm was brought to Pondicherry by

the Hermione and Baleine in July, but by detaining the failors for'a
while on board, the report was kept fecret, until others properly
fabricated and given out, perfuaded the colony, and the enemy at their

gates,
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gates, that the {quadron ftrongly reinforced from France might be
every day expefted on the coaft. In the middle of O&ober, letters
difpatched from Mauritius to Mahé, on the coaft of Malabar, ar-
rived from hence, with information of the departure of the four
thips to Madagafcar, and dubious affurances of their intention to
come at all  events to Pondicherry. Mr. Lally had always regarded
the operations of the fquadron as fo unzealous and indecifive, that
he was convinced thefe thips would not make the effort. He, how-
ever, concealed this opinion, and the intelligence concerning the
fuppofed attack of Mauritius from England ; but gave out that the
thips gone to Madagafcar, and more, might be expeéted at Pondi-
cherry with the regiment of Cambray on board. But, defpairing
of the relief he pretended, he perfuaded the Council to conclude a
treaty for the affiftance of the body of Morattoes under the com-
mand of Vizvazypunt, which had lately returned from Seringa-
patam in Myfore to the confines of the Carnatic.

Vizvazypunt, on his firft approach from the Kriftna, had in April
fent letters toPondicherry, tendering the fame affiftance to the French
as he was offering to the Nabob and the Englifh: a vague correfpon-
dence had continued in confequence of thefe overtures ; but, on his
nearer approach, Mr, Lally fent two agents to his- camp. The
Morattoe required a fum of ready money in hand, and the ceflion
of the fortrefs of Gingee, which, befides the influence it would give
Balagerow in the province of Arcot, was the with of a national
point of honour, fince Gingee had, until the beginning of the
prefent century, been the capital of a race of Morattoe kings, whofe
Jdominion extended from the Coleroon to the Paliar. The Council
empowered the agents to agiee that Gingee fhould be delivered to
him as foon as the Englifh army retreated from Pondicherry, and
that 500,000 rupees fhould be paid him when his own appeared in
fight of the town. All the French troops abroad were to join the
Morattoes as foon as they pafied the hills, and entered the pro-
vince. If thefe terms were not readily accepted, the agents were

to infinuate that, although the diftrefles of Hyderally had broke any

farther expetations of affiftance from him, the king of Myfore him-
felf
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felf would be glad to obtain Gingee ‘on the fame terms; when the
Morattoes would be precluded from the probabxhty of gammg any
advantage by their expedltlon to the Carnatie.

But as the negociation might be protra&ed and provifiens, even
for a few days, were become of great importance, Mr. quly ordered
the troops abroad to make what effort they could before the rains
ceafed ; and as Gingee was fo clofely watched by Prefton’s com-
mand, he directed the main body to continue and a& from Thiagar,
from whence, by the diftance, and the nature of the country be-
tween, their motions would be lefs Tiable to be afeertained and in-
terrupted.  In the mean time, as well to fave the confumption in
the town, as to convince the Morattoes that the troops in garrifon
were more than fufficient to defend it, he refolved to fend out more
to join thofe already in the field.  Accor dingly on the mght of the
1ft of November, 100 Europeans croffed the river of Ariancopang
in boats, and were proceeding along the fea-fhore, from whence they
i:lthd_ed to turn inland, and gain their way to the weft between
the two rivers, expeing no interruption, as the rains were almoft

‘continual, and had drenched the plain : but in the clofe of the eve-

ning, a guard of Sepoys had been advanced from the fort of Arian-
copang, and took poft on the ftrand of the fea; they fired on
the firft alarm upon the French party, who, imagining their force
greater, and that it had been ftationed on purpofe to intercept them,
hurried back to their boats, and regained the town : only one of
the Sepoys was killed ; the enemy’s lofs was not known, but was
fuppofed to be more.

Exceffive rain ftopped any farther opperations between the Enghfh
camp and the French troops for feveral days, during which, both
continued intent only on the fea. To oppofe the armed boats of
the town, fome were equipped in the like manner at Cuddalore,

which on the 7th took a boat coming with paddy from Tranque-
bar, and another going thither with ‘effe&s of value; and intelli-
gence being received that the fhip la Compagnie des Indes, with a
fchooner and feveral {maller veflels, were taking in plowhons there,
Commodore Haldan detached two of the men of war with orders

to
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to feize them, and every other veflel which had more than the
provifions of their own diet on board. They came into the road
on the 8th, where they found the Sah{bury of 50 guns arrwed
from T'riconomaly, which had anchored clofe to the Compagme des
Indes, and kept her under command, waiting orders from the com-
modore. The Compagnie des Indes firuck on the firft fummons ;
and the {chooner, which was loaded with 400 bags of wheat, and
{ome barrels of falted meat, ran athore. The {maller veflels in the
road efcaped to the fouthward s and the Salifbur y failed away with
the prize to rejoin Admiral Stevens at T'riconomaly. The news of this
lofs was received in Pondicherry with as much concern as a difafter
in the field. ‘The Danith government fent deputies to Colonel
Coote, with a proteft againft the infraction of the neutrality of thear
port 3 but were fhewn intercepted letters, which proved their affift-
ance to the French agents, and filenced their remonftrances.

On the gth of the month, a ricochet battery of four eighteen-
pounders was finithed in a ruined village, 1400 yards to the north,
between  the fea-fide and -the bleaching town : the thot plunged
along the eaft face of the town, and were anfwered very hotly by
twelve pieces of ‘cannon, which aswell from the diftance, as the
parapet of the battery, by which the guns were entirely concealed,
could do no mifchief.

On the 12th, Colonel Coote received information, that a couvoy
was advancing from Thiagar; they were 24 Europcan and roo
black horfe, efcorting 100 bullocks, laden with falted beef, and each
of the horfemen likewife carried a parcel of it at the croup of his
faddle. They crofled the Panar on the 13th, at fome diftance
above Trivadi, and proceeded between this and the river of Arian-
copang ; but nnpludeudv loft time in driving 300 bullocks more,
which they had taken up in the way. At four in the morning they
came up near the fort of Ariancopang, and were immediately fur-
rounded by a detachment of 100 Eu:opean foot, 4o European and
150 black horfe, which were waiting to intercept them. The
officer with one of the ticopers was killed, and ten, with more than
half the black horfe, {urrendered ; but the other 12 of the European

4 Ui horfe
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horfe pufhed to the river, and were ferried over to the town under
the guns of St. Thomas’ redoubt. To prevent fuch attempts in
future, 50 Europeans, with a company of Sepoys, were ftationed
and retrenched on the flip of fand on the fea-thore, oppofite to the
bar of the river. :

By this time the waters of the Panar were run off, and, as the
troops at Ratlagramon with Captain Fletcher were deemed {uffi-
cient to oppofe what the enemy had at Ginges, Captain Prefton,
with the main body of his command, marched away from Villa~
porum to attack Elavanafore, to which the officer at Thiagar fent a
reinforcement, chiefly of black troops; but after Elavanafore was
invefted did not advance to its relief. ‘The only guns fit for battery
with Prefton’s divifion, were two field twelve-pounders, which are
too flight againft {trong defences ; but, as the laft thing which is
done in country forts is to repair them, a breach was eafily made,
and the garrifon capitulated at difcretion, although they were 11
Europeans, 19 Topafles, and 400 Sepoys, with three field-picces,
befides the guns of the fort. '

Preparations had for fome time been making at Madrafs to con-
vert the blockade of Pondicherry into a regular attack ; and on the
s6th, the Admiral Watfon, a fhip of 500 tons, laden with all kinds
of frores, arrived, and anchored off the north redoubt, and the
mafloolas of Cuddalore repaired thither to unload her. On the
18th, Mr. Call, the chief engineer, arrived in the camp, to conduét
the trenches.

There were remaining in Pondicherry about 50 horfes belonging
to the cavalry, for which no forage could be procured cither within
ot without the walls ; and; as the grain they confumed was {fo much
taken from the fuftenance of the garrifon, Mr. Lally refolved to
fend them with the beft riders to Thiagar. Colonel Coote re-
ceived intelligence of the intention, but not of the time. At two.
o’clock in the morning of the z1ft, 200 grenadiers, with the horfe-
men, pafled the river on rafts, near the bar, oppofite to the re-
trenched guard on the fpit of fand, from which the Europeans had
been withdrawn, and only the Sepoys were remaining ; on whom the

French
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Frcmfh grenadiers immediately advanced, and gave their fire, whilft
the horfemen went off as faft as they could over the plain, taking the
road to Trivadi. On the alarm, the pickets of horfe m the camp
mounted, and croffing the river, which chanced to be fordable at
Villenore, went in purfuit, and took thirteen, whofe horfes were too
feeble to keep pace with the others.

Major Prefton, following his f{uccefs, marched from Elavanafore,
againft a fort called Rifhavandum, which ftands 15 miles to the
N. E. of that place : it furrendered to him, after little refiftance, on
the 22d : the garrifon confifted of 200 Sepoys, and five Europeans.
From hence he marched againft Chacrapollam, 2 mud fort, 15 miles
north of Thiagar ; which furrendered to him without making any
defence ; for the garrifon was only a company of Sepoys, with a fer-
jeant. In the mean while, the French troops remaining at Gingee, ex-
clufive of the garrifon there, went againft Chittamoor, a fort 10 miles
to the s. E. and were repulfed, with the lofs of 20 Sepoys and four
Europeans, killed and wounded.

The landing of the ftores from the Admiral Watfon had been im-
peded by the defertion of the boatmen, who ran away, becaufe they
had not been regularly paid ; but the blockade continued with the
utmoft vigilance, and nothing, fince the laft convoy, had attempted
to get in by land ; {everal boats coming from the fouthward, with
falt provifions and arrack, were intercepted by armed boats equipped
at Devicotah.  The encreafing diftrefs determined Mr. Lally to con-
fult nothing any longer but neceffity ; and on the 27th, he turned
out of the gates all the blacks remaining in the town, excepting a
few who were:domef¥ics to the principal inhabitants. The number
expelled were 1400, of hoth fexes, and every age. They wandered
in families and companies towards all parts of the limits, hoping the
mercy of being fuffered to pafs away 3 but they were every where
{topped by the advanced Sepoys, and ordered to go back; on. which
they retired, and affembled round the foot of the glacis, begging

admittance, and many of them attempting to pafs over into the

covered way, were fired upon by the mufketry and cannon, and fome

were killed.. At night they were quiet ; but the next day, and for
fix.
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fix more, they repeated the fame importunities to the town and the
Englith pofts, and received the fame 1epulfes Exam 1es of this
ﬂv rity rarely occur;and in civilized war is never exerci dibui;_\wth
the utmoﬁ reluance. = At length Colonel Coote, finding MLally
inflexible, let the whole multitude pafs. Their only {uftenance, ex~
cepting the little they had brought out of the town, fecreted about
their petfons, had for eight days been the roots of grafs they picked
up in the fields, in'which they lay. The;y were all extenuated by

famine, and few had homes or friends to go to . neverthelefs their

thanks were inexprefiible, even for. this (:hance of prefervation,

The Nabob was prefent at thisaft of mercy, and coiicu rred 1n if.
He left Arcot on ‘the 15th of November, and went to Madrafs to
confer a few hours with Mr. Pigoet, from whence he aﬁuved in the
camp on' the 3(1 of December. On the 2d and 3d, two, vcﬁéls,, a
floop, and a pmnace remaining at Pondicherry, failed away for Tran-
quebar, but the pinnace was taken by the boats. of Devicotah. e

Four ricochet batteries, which were firft to open againft the town,

weere finithed on the 8th. We have already glven fome defeription

of' Pondicherry, when attacked by Mr. Bofcawen in 1748. All the

baftions remained in. their firft form, which, for a town of this fize,
was very confined ; but counter- g)uald% had been made before three
of them, and ravelins raifed before the three gates to the land 5 a
rampart of earth had been added to the curtains, which before were
only walls of brick five fect thick. A wet ditch had been compleated
on the three fides to the land, excepting in an extent of 200 yards on
he fouth fide towards the fea, where the ground rifing higher re-
quued a deeper excavation, which for this re'lfon, as bemg more la-
borious and expenfive, had mot yet been dug; to the extremity of
this hlgl’lel ground where the ditch ceafed, came a large creck from
the river of Ariancopang, which fupplied the ditch all round with
water. | The berm within the ditch was 25 fect broad; the covered
way was narrow, and the glacis not {ufficiently raifed. ' The face. o
the eaft being within a few yards of the furf, and expofed only to’ an
efcalade by furprize, had no ditch, but . its curtain was ﬁaukae& by
pr cgeé‘tmg batteries, which lu{c\vxfc commanded the road. The ¢i-
tadel



Book XTI BLOCKADE oF PONDICHERRY.

tadel was'a pentagon with five baftions, but too fmall to endure
bomhasdmem ; two of its baftions over-looked the eaft curtain,
and added to the fire on the fea. The town was very commo-
dioufly 1aid out in ftr alght ftreets which tlaverfed it entirely in both
dire@®ions.

The ricochet battery of four guns, which had opened on the 10th

of November, had for fome time been quitted, and the guns' re-
‘moved to the north redoubt beyond the bound-hedge ; becaufe their
effeé was not equal either to the expence of ammunition, or the fa-
tigue and rifque of the guards. The four batteries which were now
opened were thus fituated.  One flood near the beach to the north,

200 yards in front of that which had been abandoned, and about 1200
from the walls ; it mounted four 18 pounders, and euﬁladcd the eaft

front of the town. Another of two 24 and two 18 pounders, with-

three mortars of 1 3, 10, and 8 inches, was raifed on the other fide
of the morafs, which {preads to the weft; it was 1400 yards
from the walls, and bore, but a little to the left, upon the weft
flank of the baftion in the north-weft angle, which mounted 10
guns, and had before it, within the ditch, a ftrong and extenfive
counter-guard, mounting 25 guns., The two other batteries were
to the fouth. One on the edge of a large ifland, formed by the

river of Ariancopang; this battery mounted ouly two guns, of

which, one bore on the baftion next to that in the s.w. angle of
the town, the other on St. Thomas redoubt, which ftood on the
oppofite bank of the river lower down ; the other battery was
raifed i a fmaller ifland below the Coco-nut, from which it is
feparated on one hand, and on the other from the fpit of fand,
which forms the ftrand of the fea from the bar of the river. This
is called the Sand Hland ; the battery bore upon St. Thomas re-
doubt, and on the curtain of the town between the two. baftions
on this fide neareft the fea. | |
All the four batteries were only intended to harrafs the garrifon by
a crofs fire of ricochet fhot along the flreets or ramparts; for none of
them were on the perpendiculars on: which the breaching batteries
4 O L S wWere
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were intended to be erected. They opened at midnight, between the
8th and gth, firing all of them at the {ame time, and in vollies, on
the fignal of a fhell. A little before the firflt volley, Colonel Coote,
with two or three officers, approached towards the glacis of the
north front, in order to obferve what effet the firing would pro~
duce upon the garrifon. They beat to arms, but without confufion,
and feemed to have every thing in proper order on their baftions ;
they raifed blue lights in different parts of the rown, but did not
fire a fhot. Captain Fletcher, who was with the Colonel, very im-
prudently quitted him without notice, and went to the foot of the

glacis, where he fell in with the;centinel of an advanced guard of

Sepoys, whom he feized and difarmed, and was b-ringin;_g_ off ; when
the guard, hearing the ftruggle, ran into the covered way, from
whence immediately came a hot fire of mufketry upon Colonel Coote’s
party ; but Fletcher brought off the Sepoy, who gave no mtelli-
gence but what was better known before.

The batteries ceafed before day-break, and the guns were kept
mafked until the afternoon, when they recommenced, and the town
returned with great vivacity, but the firing ceafed on both fides in
two hours. The two batteries to the fouth prevented the enemy
from launching a large boat which they had fitted on the fhore near
the bar, and drove them likewife from their guns i St. Thomas’s
redoubt, which were only mounted in barbette.

The firing continued in the fix following days, but was every
day renewed at a different, hour, and lafted varioufly, and never
more than three or four hours at a time.” On the 18th, the vollies
ceafed for want of powder, and only fired on particular occafions.
In all this confumption, only one man was killed at the baftions,
and very few in the town ; but the purpofe was an{wered of walting
the garrifon with fatigue, which their feanty allowance of provi-
fions rendered them little able to endure. On the 1gth, a party of
ploneers appeared at work with great eagernefs, to raife and con-
vert the barbette of St. Thomas’s redoubt into a parapet with em-
brafures. The battery on the fand ifland fired to nterrupt them

: . N by
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by nightas well as by day, but they perfevered: . On the 20th, fome
powder arrived in a veflel from qunfs, and the enfilade and bom-
bardment recommenced from all the batteries as before; and was
conftantly anfwered with the fame vivacity from the town. On the
23d, the thip Duke, of 500 tons, arrived from Madrafs, laden with
17 pieces of battering cannon and their thot, and with all kinds of
ftores for the fiege; but fo few of the boatmen had returned to their
Jrrua.ﬁ'(,)s:)lfls2 that very little could be landed until others were aflembled
from the neighbouring ports on the coaft, and even from Madrafs
this delay, however, appeared of lefs detriment, becaufe the materials
for the trenches, and for the batteries which were to difmantle the
defences and breach the body of the place, were not yet. colleted,
and the engineers reported, that they fhould not be ready to open
this fire before the third of January; but the batteries already con-

* firufted continued theirs. On the 26th, Admiral Stephens in the
Norfolk, with three other fhips of the line and the Proteétor _ﬁre-{hi_p,
returned into the road from Trinconomaly.

The French troops affembled at Thiagatr were fo much fuperior
to the little forts around, that thcy became the terror of the country,
and their {malleft parties brought in proyifions in plenty, and with-
out rifque Major Prefton, having no longer any apprehenfions
that the’ troops at Gingee would either be able to pufh any convoys
‘through the circumvallation of the Englifh army, or even to diftrefs
the pofts under the proteftion of Captain Fletcher at Ratlagrammon,
refolved, by cutting off the daily fupplies of Thiagar, te oblige
the troops there to employ large efcorts, which he hoped to intercept.
‘He marched from Rathivandum on the 1ft of December, and en-
camped in the eveniog three miles to the N. w. of Thiagar. On
the night of the 3d, all the French cavalry, amounting to 200,
led ‘by MNjer Allen, an officer of Mr Lally’s regiment,
puthed out of the pettab, and went to the weft of Trino-
malee.  Being fure of provifions abroad, they intended to remain
in the hills, waiting the event of the negociation, which Mr.
Lally was (:nrryi_ng on with the Morattog Vizvazipunt, whofe
troops, if it fucceeded, they intended to accompany to Pandicherry,

Vor. II. 4 X A few

793
I 760?

L...\,__J
December.



704
1760.

LT
December.

THe War oF COROMANDEL. Book XIII.
A few days afterwards, they were joined by a party of 100 Euro-
pean infantry, whom, to alleviate the confumption of provifions, Mr.
Lally had fent out of Pondicherry in the two veflels which failed
on the 2d and 3d of the month, and efcaped to Tranquebar ; from
whence, headed by the bifthop of Hallicarnaflus, they marched to
efcort him to the camp of Vizvazipunt at Cudapanatam, with whom
the bithop was empowered to conclude the negociation. They pro-
ceeded to Combaconum;, by the fame road as the Nabob and Major
Jofeph Smith had come toKarical, and received no moleftation in their
journey through the country of Tanjore. From Combaconum, they
crofled the Coleroon, and then paflfed between Volcondah and Thia-
gar, out of the reach of Prefton’s troops ; but 10 or 12 of them
deferted, and travelled to Tritchinopoly, where they offered to ferve,
but were not enlifted; becaufe Captain Smith had at this time dif-
covered a confpiracy of the French prifoners to rife and overpower
the garrifon ; in which the number of Europeans did not exceed 120,
and moft of them were mnvalids or foreigners; whereas the prifoners
were 500 ; being the colle&ion of all that had been taken at Ka-
rical, Chillambrum, and Verdachilum, by Colonel Monfon, and in
the different actions at Scrmghaxn and 1ts diftrits, by the two Smiths
from Tritchinopoly. -

The King of Myfore, not thoroughly convinced that his pro-
teftations of good-will to the Englith would induce them to reftore
Caroor, fent a large body of troops to the confines of its territory,
in order to fecond the terms of his negociation by the appearance of

renewing hoftilities, if not accommodated ; and other troops proceed-

ed to reinforce thofe at Dindigul; from whencethegovernor on their ar-
rival marched, with rooo horfe, 2000 Sepoys, as many common peons,
and fome cannon, againft Agarpatty, the neareft and laft of the forts,
which the troeps of Madura had taken, but having left it only 46
Sepoys, it furrendered on the 4th day of the attack. From hence
the Myforeans marched againft Narafingapore, another of the forts;
{ix miles farther, which they likewife battered for four days, when
they were attacked themfelves by a ftrong body detached from.
Madura, who beat them off the ground, and drove them back -

o
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to Dindigul, with the lofs of 50 men killed and wounded. The
colleries of Nattam, encouraged by this renewal of hoftilities, made
incurfions into the northern diftriéts of Madura, and ftopped the whole
road of the pafs, with trees which they felled on either fide, and with
much labour dragged and laid them acrofs the road with fo much
contrivance, that a fingle perfon could not pafs without continual
difficulty.

No events of great importance had happened during the courfe
of this year, in the country of Tinivelly. The commandant, Ma-
homed Ifloof, after the repulfe before Wathinelore in the end
of the precedmg year, was, from the want of battering cannon,
no longer in a condition to attack the ftronger holds of the polygars ;
and contented himfelf, until fupplied, with pofting the greateft part of
his army 1 ftations to check thePulitaver and the eaftern polygars; but
remained himfelf with the reft at Tinivelly, watching Catabominaigue
and theweftern. T'he departure of Maphuze Khan from Nellitangaville
in the month of January, left the Pulitaver and his allies no longer

the pretext of oppofing the authority of the Nabob in fupport of the

rights of his elder brother ; and they debated whether they fhould
treat with Mahomed Iffoof, or wait the event of Maphuze Khan’s
journey, who they fuppofed would return to them, if not received
on his own terms by the Nabob, In this uncelt:unty, they formed
no vigorous defigns, and employed their colleries in night robbe-
ries, wherever they could elude the ftations of Mahomed Iffoof ; but
attempted nothing in the open field or day. Neverthelefs, their
depredatxons were fo ruinous to the cultivation, that Ma-
homed Ifloof thought it worth the expence, to draw off fome of
their dependants and entertdin them in the Compmva fervice,
as beft able to retaliate the fame mifchief on thofe by whom
they had been employed; and towards the end of April, feveral
of thefe petty leaders, with their followers, amounting in the whole

to 2000 colleries, joined him at Tinivelly, and faithfully entered-

on the duties for which they had engaged. Nothing, however, like
wgul'\r fighting happened untill the end of May, when Catabo-
minaigue appeared at the head of two or three thoufand men, near
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Etiaporum, and ftood the attack of {feven companies of Sepoys, drawn
from the limits towards Nellitangaville, by whom they were difperfed,
but with little lofs.  In May Mahomed Hioof received intelligénce of
the hoftilities commenced by the Myforeans from Dindigul, and the
orders of the Prefidency to oppofe them ; in confequence of which he
fent the detachment we have mentioned of 1500 Sepoys, 300 horfe,
and 3000 peons. They were {carcely gone, when a new and unexpected
alarm arofe in the Tinivelly country. The Dutch government at
the fland of C_eyldn had received a large reinforcement of European
troops from Batayia, which affembled at the port of Columbo, op-
pofite to Cape Comorin, from whence a part of them arrived in the
beginning of June at Tutacorin, aDutch fort on the continent, 40 miles
eaft of Tinivelly. Two hundred Europeans, with equipments, tents,
and ficld-pieces, immediately encamped, giving out that they thould
thortly be reinforced by more than their own number, and that 400
other Europeans had left Batavia at the fame time with themfelves,
and were gone to Cochin on the Malabar coaft, in order to join the
king of Travancore. The natives were frightened, and pretended
to have difcovered, that the force they faw was intended to affift the
polygars in driving the Englifh out of the country of Tinivelly,
and to begin by attacking the town. Mahomed Iffoof immediately
fent to the: Dutch chief at Tutacorin, to demand an explanation 3
who anfwered, that he fhould give none. A few days after the
troops advanced inland, and halted at Alvar Tinivelly, a town in
a very fertile diftri&, fituated 2o miles s. E. of Tinivelly, and the
{fame diftance s. w. of Tutacorin; and at the fame time, another
body of 200 Europeans landed from Colombo at Manapar, 20
miles to the s. B. of Alwar Tinivelly. Mahomed Iffoof had pre~ «
vioufly drawn troops from the eaftern ftations, and marching with
4000 Sepoys, and {fome horfe, appeared in fight of the Dutch troops
at Alvar Tinivelly in the evening of the 18th of June; who, in the
enfuing night, decamped in firict filence, and marched back to
Tutacorin ; thofe at Manapar went away thither likewife in the
fame embarkations which brought them; and no more was heard of
this al arm.

2 The
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The depredations: of the polygars continued; but, deprived of
Maphuze Khan, and hearing how clofely Pondicherry was invefted,
they ventured nothing more : thePulitaver’s colleries continued asufual
the moft adive in the robberies; and to reprefs them, Mahomed
Iffoof again ftationed the greateft part of his force towards Nellitan-
gaville.  In December thefe troops formed a camp at the foot
of the hills within three miles of this place, and Mahomed Iffoof
joined them from Tinivelly on the rath; he had purchafed
feveral eighteen-pounders at T'utacorin, and had the two mortars
which had been fent to him the year before from Angenjo, but no
thot or fhells for either, and was moreover in want of gun-powder
and flints, all which he expeéted from Tritchinopoly, and, whilft
waiting for them, made fuch preparations as the country afforded to
attack Nellitangaville in form. On the 2oth of the month, the
colleries, with the Pulitaver at their head, attacked his camp, fal-
lying, as ufual, on all quarters at once, and perfifted until oo of
them fell ; but they killed ten of Mahomed Ifoof’s men, and
wounded feventy, and fome horfes.

At this time the Myforeans on the frontiers of Caroor, al-
though profefling peace, and difavowing the operations of the go-
vernor of Dindigul, did not prohibit their own horfe from foraging in
the diftriéts, of which they had confented that the Englith thould col-
le¢t the revenue until the Prefidency and their king had agreed
concerning the reftitution of the fort. The crop on the ground was
plentiful and ready to be cut; and as the renewal of hoftilities
would only aggravate the evil they meant to revenge, Captain
Richard Smith refolved to remain quiet until the harveft was ga-
- thered. Such was the ftate of the fouthern countries at the end of
the year. ,

The confumption of provifions in Pondicherry had ever fince the
month of Auguft exceeded the fupplies received. In November,
when the black inhabitants were turned out, the foldiery were put
to an allowance of a pound of rice a day, with a little meat at in-
tervals. In the beginning of December, Mr. Lally caufed a ftri&
fearch to be made in all the houfes of individuals, and what could be

found
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126o. found in them was brought to the citadel, from whence they were
“—e—  diftributed indiferiminately to the military and inhabitants. T'wo
e colonels lately arrived from France, men of family, deemed the
fearch in their apartments an affront, and fent word to Mr. Lally,
that they would no ‘longer a& as officers ; but on every occafion
as volunteers. But the event juftified the feverity ; for by the
end of December, notwithftanding fome fupply had come in
by the fea, the frock remaining in the public ftore was not more
than the confumption of three days; and Mr. Lally, guided by
certain information, determined that another {earch fhould be
made ; on which father Lavaur, the fuperior of the Jefuits, who
knew all the fecrets of the town, prevailed on him to defer it, pro-
mifing to produce a fufficiency for fifteen days more, but gave no
expectation of farther fupply; but the French agents with Viz-
vazypunt fent hopes of fucceeding in their negotiation ; and on
the laft day of the year intelligence was received in the Englifh
camp, and fomewhat credited, that a large body of Morattoes, with
all the French horfe, were arrived from Cudapanatam at Trino-
malee, and were going to Thiagar, from whence they intended,
at all events, to pufh with provifions to Pondicherry.
The rains had ceafed for fome days, and the weather was re-
{tored to its ufual temperance; the fky bright, although the winds
fometimes ftrong, which always, at this {eafon, blow from the north,
and near the coaft in the day from the fea, and at night from the
land: but on the zoth of December, although the weather con-
tinued fair, a large fwell came from the s. E. and the furf beat {o
hollow and heavy, that no boats could pafs ; which encreafed in the
night. The next morning the wind frefhened, and the fky was g
clofe and dufky, but without that wild irregularity which prognofti-
cates a ftorm ; and this afpe did not change till noon, nor the wind
encreafe until eight at night.  There were in the road cight fail of
the line, two frigates, the fire-thip, and the fhip with ftores from
Madrafs, in all 12 fail. From eight o’clock the wind blew in fqualls,
every one {tronger than the laft, until 10, when the Admiral's thip,
Norfolk, cut her cable, and fired the fignal for the other fhips to

do
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do fo too; but the fignal guns were not heard, and the fhips, |

in obedience to the difcipline of the navy, rode until their
cables parted with the ftrain, when they with much difficulty
got before the wind, none able to fet more than a fingle fail,
and none without {plitting feveral. ~Every minute encreafed
the ftorm until twelve, by which time the wind had veered from
the ~. w. where it began, to the N. E.; when it fuddenly fell
ftark calm with thick haze all round. In a few minutes the
wind flew up from the fouth-eaft, and came at oncein full firength
with much greater fury than it had blown from the other quarter.

By thedelay of not getting early under {ail whilit the {tormwas from
the north, moft of the fthips loft the opportunity of gaining fuffici-
ent {ea-room before it came on from the fouth-eaft. The firft guft
of this wind laid the Panther on her beams, and the fea breaking
over her, Captain Affleck cut away the mizen ; and this not anfwer-
_ing, the main maft likewife, which broke below the upper deck,
tore it up, and continued {fome time encumbering over the fide of
the fthip  without going clear off into the fea, until the fhock of a
wave fent it away. The thip then nghted, the reefed forefail ftood,
and brought her back into fourteen fathom water, when fhe dropped
the fheet anchor ; but not bringing up, which means turning to ride
with her head to the anchor, they cut away the fore-maft, which
carried away the bowfprit, when the fhip came round; and thus
rode out the ftorm. The America, Medway, and Falmouth, cutting
away all their mafts on the different neceffities with the fame pru-
dence, rode it out likewife, after they had anchored again nearly in
the fame foundings as the Panther.

The Newcaftle, the Queenboraugh frigate, and the Proteétor
fire-thip, returning with the s. g. florm, miftook their found-
ings, and drove towards the fhore, without knowing where they
were, or attempting to anchor. ‘The roaring of the furf was
not to be diftinguithed in the general tumult of the elements ;
and the danger was not difcovered until it was too late, and the
three thips came afhore about two miles to the fouth of Pondi-
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1761. cherry; but only feven in all'the crews! perithed, WIm were kuocked
“——  gver board by the fhock of ftriking aground. +
Bl The Duke of Aquitain, the Sunderland, and the D Duke ftorethip,

. unfortunately preferved all their mafts through both the ftorms, un-
til they were driven back to the neceffity .of anchoring; and in
‘bringing ‘'up with them ftanding, all the three either broached to, '

--or overfet, and went te the bottom. FEleven hundred Europeans .

. «perifthed in thefe thips ; only feven, and feven lafcars, were faved

..out of the crews, who were picked up the next day, floating on

- pieces of wreck. |

The difference of the élement prevented ‘the deftruétion from be-

-ing equal at land ; but the ravage in "proportion was not lefs. All
the tents and temporary caferns of the camp on the Red-hill, and

“its out-pofls, were blown to-pieces. The ammunition abmad for

- immediate {ervice was ruined. . Nothing remained undamaged that
was not under the fthelter of mafomy, either at the redoubts of the

- bound-hedge, in the buildings at Oulgarrey, -or in the fort of Ville-
nore, where the main ftock of gun-powder was depofited, The fol-

diers, unable to earry off their mutkets, and refift the ftorm, had
left them to.the ground, and were driven to feek fhelter for their
own perfone wherefoever it was to be found. Many of the black
attendants of the -camp, from . the natural feeblenefs of their con-

Atitution, perifhed by theinclemency of the hour. The fea had every
where broken over. the beach, and overflowed the country as far as
‘the bound-hedge ; and all the batteries and redoubts which the army
had raifed were intirely ruined. But thefe detriments might be re-
paired. ‘The great anxiety remained for the other fhips of the
fquadron, whofe fortune was not yet known.

The town of Pondichery beheld the ftorm and its effedts
as a deliverance fent from heaven. The fun rofe clear, and thewed
the havock {pread around. It was propofed by fome to march
out immediately, and attack the Englith army ; but this operation
was mmpra&icable ; becaufe ho artillery could move through the
inundation, nor could the troops carry their own ammunition dry.;
otherwife three hundred men, properly armed, would not, for

three
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‘three heurs, ¢ aftﬁr day-light, have met with 100 togetherin a con-
dition to reff ift them. The with of every one then, turned to expec~
tation that the fhips from Mad1g1fc;1r might arrve in' the inter~
val before the Englifh thips in the road svere repaired, or cthers
joined them from the fea: but the excellenice of the opportunity did
not alter Mr. Lally’s miftruft of the refource; and letters were
zmmedlately difpatched to: the agents at Puliacate, Tranquebar, and -
Negapatam;, ordering them to fend away provifions with inflant ex-
pedition, at every. rlfque on any kmd of embarkation.
The anxiety for the miffing fhips continued until {un-fet of the
next d‘xy._. when the Norfolk with Admiral Stevens’s ﬂag was difco-
vc1ed in the offing. The fhip, prepared at all points, before the

fouth-eaft ftorm arofe, {cudded before it with a ftay-fail, without

lofing a maft, and without being obliged to anchor until the wind
fell, when in the morning they difcovered Sadrafs. The apprehen-
fion of more bad weather made the Admiral put out again to fea;
when he met the Liverpool, entirely difmafted. ~ This fhip, having
parted her cable, and got under fail before the others, had gained more
fea-room. than any of them ; but the fouth-eaft ftorm had carried
away all her mafts; foon after they were-joined by the Grafton,.
who gave the welcome mformation that the had left, on the 28th
of December, the Lenox, Admiral Couufh with the York, and
Weymouth 30 leagues off the 1and they were all returning to-
gether from Trincomaly : the Grafton, after parting with them, met
hard weather during the hours in which the fform was ragug: near
‘the coaft. The Admiral,: leaving her to take care of the Liver-
pool, anchored n the road of Pondicherry the next mornin g, and
they in the afternoon. ‘The other three fhips came in the next
day. On the 7th came in the Salifbury, with the prize la Compagnie
deés Indes, likewife from Trincomaly, and the Tyger from Madrafs,
where the violence of the {torm had not reached. No more were
to be expected; for the Elizabeth and the Southfea-caftle, want-
ing the dock, were failed for Bombay, with the two other prizes,
the Hermione and Baleine. But by this time, the four difmafied
thips, although not quite refitted, were again in a condition te
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aé on neceflity 3 and thus in a week after the florm, which had
raifed fuch hopes of deliverance in the garrifon of Pondicherry, they
faw their road again blockaded by eleven fail of the line, and alrho‘ugh
three of them were enly of 5o guns, all were manned above their
complements by the addition of the crews which had been faved
from the three ftranded thips. Their boats continually cruizing,
intercepted, or drove away whatfoever embarkations came towards
the road with provifions; but feveral boats which were launched from
the town in the three nights immediately after the florm, favoured
by the wind, the current, and the darknefs, efcaped to the fouth-
ward. In one of them Mr. Lally fent away Rajahfaheb, the fon
of Chundafaheb, who, ever fince the defeat of Vandiwath, had re-
fided with his family in Pondicherry; he landed at Negapatam,
and from thence paffed to Ceylon in the charader of an elephant-
merchant.

Every diligence was exerted to reftore the works and ftations ‘of
the army to the condition from which they had been difmantled
by the ftorm. Reports of the Morattoes continued, and the ad-
vantages of the prefent oppertunity increafed the apprehenfions of
their attempts to throw provifions into the town. The bound hedge
and its redoubts remained as before a fufficient defence as far as they
extended ; but the fouth fide of the blockade along the river of
Ariancopang was laid open by the ruin of the two batteries on the
coco-nut and fand ifland, and of the ftar redoubt on the {pit of fand
over againft the bar ; which could not be reftored in ten days ; and

. the torrent of the river prevented the immediate tranfport of men and

materials to fet about the work. Colonel Coote therefore deter-
mined, as {oon as the river fubfided, to furprize St. Thomas’s re-
doubt, which, whilft it remained as at prefent without oppofition
on the other thore, would proteét the paflage of what convoys the
garrifon might expe ; but if taken, would preclude their approach
even more efficacioufly than the pofts on this the blockade which
the ftorm had ruined. The waters fell fufficiently on the sth, and
the detachment intended for the attack, having previoufly affembled
at the Ariancopang redoubt, which ftood abéve at the extremity of

4 the
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the bound-hedge, and on the fame fide of the river, marched down
after it was dark under the bank, which was fteep and fkirted by a
fand, The redoubt ftood at the opening, but on the farther fide, of a
channel, which ftrikes to the north from the main body of the river,
and carries water into the ditches of the town. A French officer, with
three troopers of his nation, who had taken fervice in the Englith
army, croffed firft, whilft Colonel Coote himfelf, with the reft of the
detachment, halted on the nether fide of the channel.  The officer
was challenged, and anfwered that' he came from the town with a
party, which Mr. Lally-had fent off in hafte, on intelligence that
the Englith intended to attack the redoubt this very night. He was
believed, and admitted ; "and Colonel Coote hearing no buftle or firing,
immediately fent over the front of his party, who, as foon as their
numbers were fufficient, declared themfelves, and threatened to put
the whole guard to death, if a fingle man made the leaft noife, or at-
tempted to efcape. All obeyed, excepting one Cafire, who flole away
unperceived. They confifted of a {erjeant, five gunners, five Caffres,
and fome Sepoys. ‘The chief engineer, Mr. Call, followed with the
pioneer company of 50 Europeans, and roo Lafcars, carrying ga-
bions, fafcines, and tools, with which they immediately fet to work
to clofe and retrench the gorge; over which it was intended when
neceflary to turn the guns againft the town. At one in the morning
blue lights appeared over the ramparts along the fouth front, as if the
garrifon apprehended fome attack on their walls. Soon after they began
to fire fingle fhot upon the redoubt, which came with fuch good aim,
that the party at work threw the guns out of their carriages on
the ground, to preferve them. At two, every thing was quiet
in the town, and the work forward, when Colonel Coote went
away to get reft at his head quarters at Oulgarry, leaving a lieu-
tenant of artillery, with the 40 Europeans, and roo Sepoys, in
the redoubt, which the officer was ordered to defend to the laft
extremity. ‘The workmen had finithed, and were withdrawn at
four o'clock. ' At five, the redoubt was attacked by the four com-
panies of grenadiers from the garrifon: they affaulted on every
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vonets through
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“—~—  the ditch over the ‘parapet. The refiftance was-ﬁtii—-ﬁt"qﬁal'_ either

_January.

to the firength of the poft, for it was clofed on all fidessior to

~ the number of the guard, which were, including the Sepoys, 140,

men. Some efeaped by jumping over the parapet; a few were:

killed, and the greateft part, with the officer, {urrendered themfelves
prifoners. - At noon, Mr. Lally {ent back all who had' been;taken,

to the Englith camp, for want of provifions to. feed' them ; but-on

condition, that they fhould not'aé again.  This difcovery .of the .

diftrefs of the garrifon could only be required or warranted by the
utmoft neceflity.  However, Mr. Lally might {fuppofe, that the pri-
{oners had not time to learn the worit of what the town was en-
during;, and that they could not tell fo much as deferters. g1k
On the failure of this attempt, a large portion of the working
parties was allotted to' complete ‘the redoubt on' the fpit of fand,
which was to replace that which had been wafhed away.. ‘It was
raifed for the advantage of higher ground, 'three hundred yards in
the rear of the former ; its {cale fufficient to contain 400 men, and
to mount 16 guns in different directions. =~ Equal attention was given
to repair and complete the Hanover battery, where, from the lownefs
of the fituation, much labour was requifite to clear the water, which
had filled the trench that communicated with it from {fome inclofures
in the rear. The only fire from the town was to interrupt the
workmen  here, but with little cffe®. On the 7th, the Com-
pany’s fhip Falmouth arrived from Madrafs, laden with battering
cannon, ammaunition, and ftores,  to replace what had. foundered
in the Duke : and on the gth another fhip brought Mr. Pigot the
governor, with Mr. Dupré, one of the council, and Captain Robert
Barker, who had been to Madrafs to fuperintend the embarkation of
the ftores and artillery, which Captain Hiflop and he were now to
dire¢t againft the town. : : _
© At this time the Nabob received intelligence that his agents had
«oncluded a negotiation with the Morattoe general Vizvazypu'ﬁt-l
-Allen, and the Bithop of Halicarnaffus, had added the offer of Thtagar
2 - 1 ATy

.
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to Gingee, and the payment of 500,000 rupees for their afliftance,
~and profered fubftantial fhroffs as fecurity ; how this wary tube of

money-changers were induced to this venture, when there was
not fo much in Pondicherry, nor likely to come, remains un--

accountable.  Either Vizvazipunt himfelf muft have encouraged
‘them to ftand forth in appearance, that he might obtain the higheft
terms from the Nabob ; or fome fecret enemy of the Nabob; who was
to gain advantage by the march of the Morattoes into the Carnatic,
and the fupport of Pon&li'cherr'y, muft have proved to the fhroffs the
.certainty of producing the money before the payment fhould fall
“upon their {ecurity ; in this cafe we fee no one but Hyderally to
‘eonjecture. | 'The Nabob’s agents were.fo perplexed by the fact, that
they rofe by degrees from the fame fum of 500,000 rupees. with
which they had begun, and concluded for two millions, of which

one was to be paid in 20 days, and the other in nine months; on.

which Vizvazipunt told the French reprefentatives, that they had
‘no afliftance to expeét from him; and Allen and the Bithop
went away with theit troops, who were 200 Europeans mounted,

and ‘100 on foot, to Hyderally in Bengalore, which is: five days
‘from Cudapanatam.’ The Nabob, on this important occafion, as-

indeed on  all others' ever fince he was convinced of the pro-
bability of taking ‘Pondicherry, enlarged himfelf with more ide-

cifion and fpirit, than he had ever exerted fince his government, .

-and firft connexion with the Englifh nation ; and as the fmalleft
andiffembled excefles of the mind tell more than the whole com-
pofure of political reafon, he never failed to' afk Colonel Coote
every day, whether he was fure, and when, Pondicherry would
furrender. . Advices were at the fame time received from  Captain
Prefton, that he had attacked the pettah of Thiagar, which ftands.
-on the plain, and after fome refiftance carried both the mud-walls ;
on which 'the French troops who defended. it ran to' the rock,
and faved themfelves in the fortifications above,. which could only
be affaulted by furprize, or reduced by famine or bombardment : he
‘had already begun to throw {hells from two howitzers, and was wait-
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ringly. ‘Fhe next day, the 11th, the battery, having been da-
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ing for mortars from Madras, Thefe ad-vica's removed any farther
apprehenfions of fuccours getting into Pondicherry from the land.

By the morning of the roth, the Hanover battery was 'Cﬁi}lﬁ'l)lggted :
but before it opened, Colonel Coote, with feveral officers, advanced
from the Villenore redoubt, to reconuoitre the baftions of the
town. As they were ftanding about 800 yards from the walls, a
flag appeared approaching. Colonel Coote fent forward his aid-
de-camp lieutenant Duefpe, (not the officer we have mentioned
at Vandivath) to receive his meflage or letters, ‘T'wo other officers
accompanied Duefpe, and went on in the avenue leading from
the Villenore redoubt to the glacis, until they were challenged by
the centries, and ordered to retire; but not obeying, a fliot was

 fired from a fix-pounder on the Villenore gate, which mificd them,

but unfortunately ftruck and killed Duefpe, as he was talking to
the meflenger. Colonel Coote fent to demand  fatisfadtion for the
outrage, fuppofing it unprovoked. Mr. Lally confined the officers
on duty at the gate, and the next day fent his aid-de-camp o ex plain
the mifchance, for which he exprefled much concern,

A few hours after Duefpe was killed, the Hanover Dbattery
opened with ten guns, fix were twenty-four, and four eighteen-
pounders, and with three mortars, two of thirteen and one of ‘ten
inches. ‘The fix guns on the left fired upon the weft face of the
N, w. baftion, and of the counterrguard before it. The two next
upon the next baftion on the left, which was finall, and mounie
ed only three guns: it was called St. Jofeph. The two other
guns on the right battered the two proje@ing towers ttanding
on each fide of the Valdore gate, which haﬁ a good ravelin
in front between them. The mortars fired varioufly. The fire
of the cannon ceafed i three hours, but the mortars continued -
at intervals throughout the day. The garrifon returned very {pa-

maged by its own ufe, fired lefs, and the town more, with the

addition of fhells from two mortars in the Valdore ravelin, which

feveral times fell in and near the Hanover battery; which never-

thelefs opened again the next morning quite repaired, and with
' | great
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great viraci’ty 3 but the enemy neither in this nor the preceding
night had gw'.,n any repair to the x. w. baftion, and its counter-
guard ; which, in confequence of this negle&, had very little fire
to return, nor did much come from the baftion of St. Jofeph, or
the works of the Valdore gate. Many deferters came over in thefe two
nights, and their accounts agreed of the difmal diftrefs of the gar-
rifon. The Englifh army, on the contrary, received the confirmation
of a report, that more forces from England (fent by the {ame {pirit
as the others) were arrived at Anjengo, on the coaft of Malabar.
fix hundred men, the remainder of the highland regiment, had
embarked in the month of May in five of the company’s fhips and
two men of war of the line. Three of the company’s and one of
the men of war arrived at Anjengo on the r5th of December, and
the others were daily expeéted there.

The redoubt on the {pit of fand to the fouth was compleated by
the mght of the 12th, and the workmen and tools recalled, to ferve at
the opening of the trenc:hes, for which all the materials were by this
time collected. The Hanover battery fired little through the 13th,
and received only a few fhells. In the beginning of the night, all

appointed for the trenches were aflembled at the bleaching town.

They were 700 Europeans draughted from the rank and file, 400

lafcars, the pioncer company of 7o Europeans, and 200 coolies:.

there were likewife 400 oxen, with their drivers, one to three.
The ground was opened under cover, juit within the fkirt of the
bleaching town, in the part neareft the beach. After three fhort
returns, the trench was brought to the outfide of the houfes,

 and from hence pufhed on obliquely in one ftreight line, until

it paffed crofs the high road leading from the Madrafs gate, on the
other fide of which road, the intended battery was to be ereted.
"This oblique trench was 480 yards long, and from its termination

was continued another of 280 yards, parallel to the defences of.

the town. Two fhort trenches continued, one from each end

of this parallel, and fell in with the two ends of the intended

battery, which was to be conftru@ed 4o yards in front; and the

parallel in the rear was to be the flation of the. main guard for

the
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the fupport of the - battery, if attacked. _All 'tliis_?wgrk, compre-:
hending 8co yards, theltered on the deft by gabions, fafcines, and
{and-bags, was executed by the European-foldiery, d-'lV'ldGﬂ'.;-i@;@_‘.g0111-
panies, all working at the {ame t-ime-;_lc:cording_to the trace, Q@;}\;b_e
different ground allotted te each divifion ; whilft the 400 la_fca;gfs#_
and the: 200 coolies, were employed in bringing the materials, not «
only to them, but to the battery, where the pioneers were
at work, as requiring more knowledge and exacnefs; who before

the morning had finifhed fix embrafures in the battery; to which,

likewife, the oxen had brought the cannon “fremi the artillery-
park, which had been formed mnear the feasthore, juft without

the bound-hedge. It was fearcely pofiible for the fame number

of hands o have done more sork in the fame time. Colonel
Coote, and the principal officers, pafled the night in the trenches,
and were accompanied by Mr. Pigot and Mr. Dupré.  The town,
to thewr great furprize, although blue lights often appeared on

.the walls, did not fire a fingle fhot to interrupt the work. | Care

had been #aken to leflcn the ufual noife, by not driving the
picquets of the gabions into the earth with the entrenching tools ;
neverthelefs, fo many perfons continuvally bufy, the found of the

‘carriages and oxen, and the call of their drivers conld fearcely res

main unheards as the battery was within 450 yardsof the walls.

Jufk before day-light all the workmen were withdrawn, and 100

Europeans, with 300 Sepoys, were pofted in the parallel, and ano-
ther party of the fame number in the cover of the village at the
tail of the trenches, in order to fupport the foremoft guard. The
embrafures that were finithed were left matked ; becaufe there had
not been time to lay down the platforms for the guns. Neverthe-
lefs, it was expected, that the garrifon would fire hotly the enfuing
day, were it only.to damage the parapet of the battery.

They were doubtlefs aftonifhed at the work they faw done s but,
only fired now and then, and only fingle thot at a time ; obferv-
ing which, the chief engineer fent carpenters, who laid down the plg-.t"-'
forms, without receiving any hurt. ‘The Hanover battery fired.
throughout the day, with all its artillery and redoubled vivacity,

- which
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which before night filenced all the guns againft which it opened ;
on the N. w. baftion and its counter-guard, on St. Jofeph’s, on the
two demi-baftions, and on the ravelin of the Valdore gate.

- At night the pioneers, with 300 Lafcars, went to work again
at the royal battery; and the town, having well marked the aim,
kept up a fmart fire of fhot, grape, and mutketry, which
killed or dangeroufly wounded 12 men in the battery. Several
fhowers of rai__rl__féll in the night, which gave apprehenfion that
the enemy would fally ; but they refrained, and before day-light
the battery was compleated. = It was called the royal, and contained
eleven twenty-four pounders, andon the left three heavy mortars. It
opened early in the morning, and, feconded by the crofs and enfilading
fire of the Hanover battery with 1o guns, {oon filenced all the defences
which bore upon it; excepting a gun or two on the baftion next the
beach. Inaéuvity joined neceflity in this unaccountable aban-
don of defence; which was fo great, that, what rarely happens
until all commanding works are entirely demolithed, men were fet,
and continued at work throughout the day, along the whole line of
the trenches, fixing more fecurely the gabions, ramming down the
earth, and {moothing the tops of the parapet, that the troops, if
{allied upon in the enfuing night, might fire over them with cer-
tainty and fafety. A party was draughted to begin, as foon as it
was dark, another battery of fix guns, 3oo yards nearer to the
beach, and 150 nearer the walls: it was intended to deftroy the
flanks of the feveral baftions, which the royal battery could only

take in reverfe.

As the fun was fetting, Colonel Coote coming, as was his cuftom,

to fupervife the batteries, faw a flig advancing in the Villenore
avenue ; who, being challenged, announced the approach of a de-
putation. They came on foot, the town having neither horfes or
palankin bearers to carry them, and Colonel Coote received them at
his head-quarters at Oulgarry. The deputics were Colonel Durre,
commandant of the king’s artillery, father Lavaur, fuperior of the
Jefuits, Moracin and Courtin, members of the council, with Tobin

ferving as interpreter,
Vor. 1I. 4 7 Colongel
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Colonel' Durre delivered a memorial figned by Mr. Lally of the
following purport: ¢ That the Englifh had taken '‘Chanderna-
¢ gore againft the faith of the treaties of neutrality whiech had al-
« ways fubfifted between the European ‘na'tions in Bengal, and ef-
¢ pecially between the Englith and French ; and thisat a time, when
“ that fettlement had juft rendered the Englith the moft fignal fer-
“ vices, as well by refufing to join the Nabob Surajah Dowlah in
¢ the attack of Calcutta, as by receiving and fuccouring the inha-
“ bitants of this colony, after their defeat and difperfion; by
“ which proteétion they were enabled to remain in the province, and:
“ by this continuance to recover their fettlements 3 as Mr. Pigot had
* acknowledged in a letter to the government of Pondicherry.—"
That < the goverment of Madrafs had refufed to fulfil the con-
¢ ditions of a cartel concluded between the two crowns, although
“ Mr. Pigot had at firft accepted the cartel, and commiflioners had
“¢ been appointed on both fides to meet at Sadrafs, ‘in order to {ettle
¢¢ amicably whatfoever difficulties might occur in the execution.”—
“ This conduék of the Englith (Mr. Lally goes on) puts it out of
*¢ his power, as refponfible to the court of France, to proepofe any
¢ capitulation for the city of Pondichesry.”—¢¢ The troops of the
““king and company furrender themfelves, for want of provi-
“ fions, prifoners of war to his Britannic Majefly, conformably
“to the terms of the cartel, which Mr. Lally claims for the
‘civil inhabitants and citizens, and for the exercife of the
¢ Roman religion, the religious houfes, hofpitals, chaplains, fur-
¢ geons, domefticks, &c. referring to the two: courts ‘to decide a
¢ proportional reparation for the violations of treaties {o folemnly ef-
“¢ tablithed.”—<¢ In confequence, Mr. Coote may to-morrow morn-
“ ing at eight o’clock take poffeffion of the Villenore-gate, and on
¢ the fame hour the next day of the gates of the citadel (Fort Louis);
““ and as he has the force in his own hands, he may diétate fuch far-
¢ ther difpofitions as he may think proper.”’—¢ From 2 principle of
¢ juftice and humanity alone I demand (thefe are Mr. Lally’s: words)
¢t that the mother and fifters of Rajahfaheb be permitted to feek an
¢ afylum wherefoever they fhall think proper, or that they re-

¢ main
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«¢ main- prifoners with the Englith, and be not delivered into the
¢ hands of Mahomed Ally Cawn, il tinged with the blood of the
< father and hufband, which he fhed, to the {hame indeed of thofe
“¢ who delivered up Chundafaheb to him, but to the thame likewife
< of the commander of the Englifh army, waoought net to have fuf-
¢¢ fered fuch a barbarity to have been committed in his camp.”’-—
¢ Being himfelf confined by the cartel in the declaration which he
< is now making to Mr. Coote, Mr. Lally confents that the mem-~
¢ bers of the council of Pondicherry make their own reprefentations,
« on what may more immediately concern their particular interefls,
< and thofe of the colony.”

Father Lavaur and the other deputies prefented another memo-
rial, drawn up by the governhor and the council of Pondicherry,
containing the following requifitions. ¢ That no hurt thould be
« done to the inhabitants; their houfes be preferved, their effects
¢ and mercantile goods left to their own difpofal : that all who
¢ chofe might remain in their habitations, and were to be con-
« fidered as Britith {ubjeés, and enjoy their former pofleflions and
< advantages. In their favour the Roman Catholic religion was
¢ to be maintained 3 the churches, the houfes of the ecclefiaftics,
«¢ and the religious orders, whether within or swithout the city, to be
<« preferved with every thing belonging to thems the miffionaries free
< to go and come, and receive under the Englith flag the fame pro-
< teftion as they had under the French.” ¢ No buildings or edifices,
¢ and no part of the fortifications, were to be demolithed, until the
decifion of the refpeftive fovercigns.” — The records in the
< regifter-office, on which the fortunes of individuals depend, were
¢ to remain under the care of the prefent depofitaries, and be fent
< to France, at_their diferetion.”’—¢¢ Not only the inhabitants who
¢ vwere Fretrch, but of whatfoever other nation eftablithed at Pon-
¢ dicherry for their commerce, were to Participate of thefe con-
¢ The Creoles of Bourbon and Mauritius, of whom
aving ferved only ‘as

£

-~

¢ ditions.”— _
¢¢ the number, including five officers, are 41, h
{hall have liberty to retuin home by the firft oppor-

¢ yolunteers,
VA S ¢ gunitys
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¢ tunity.”’— ¢¢ Safeguar ds were to be furnifhed to prevent diforders.”
« And all thefe conditions were to be executed with good faith.”

Colonel Coote gave an anfwer in writing to Mr. Lally’s memorial,
fignifying, that ¢ the particulars of the capture of (.handemagmg
<« were before his Britannic Majefty, which precluded him  from
«¢ entering into any difcuffion on this fubjeét, neithercould he admit -
¢ that it had any relation to the furrender of Pondicherry.” ¢ That
¢ the difpute which had arifen concerning the cartel remained as yet:
¢« undecided, by which it was out of his power to confent that the
¢ troops in Pondicherry fhould be deemed: pnf(mels on the terms
¢ of that cartel ; but that they muft furrender prlfeners of war, to
¢ be treflted at his difcretion, which fhould not be deficient in hu-
¢ manity.,” ¢ That the gates of the town and citadel fhould be-
¢ taken poffeffion of by the Enoh{h troops at the hours propofed by.
¢ Mr. Lally.” ¢ That the mother and fi fters of Rajalifaheb thould
“ be efcorted to Madrafs, where proper care fhould be taken for
¢ their ﬁifétjz, and that they fhould not en any account be delivered
“ into the hands of the Nabob ‘Mahomedally.”” 'To the other de-
puties Colonel Coote only faid, that their propofitions were anfvered
in his anfwer ' to Mr. Lally : they returned into the town at mid~
night.

g”JE’he next morning, it was the r6th of January, the-grenadiers
of Coote’s regiment marched from the camp, and took pofleflion
of the Villenore gate. Colonel' Coote dined with Mr. Lally; who,
apprehenfive of tumult or diforders, confented that the citadel thould.
be delivered up in, the evening, mat the foldiers might be put under
confinement before night.. Accordingly ‘more troops marched in from.
the camp ; and in the afternoon the gamfou drew up under arms on.
the parade before the citadel, and’ the Englifh. troops facing them ;-
Colonel Coote then. reviewed the line, Wlnch, exclufive of commif-

. fioned officers, invalids, and others who had hid themfelves, amount-

cd to 1100, all wea}mg the face of famine, f: iigue, or difeafe.. The
gremadiers. of Lorrain and Lally, ‘once the ableft bodied men in the

' army, appeared the moft impaired, having: conftantly put themfelves

forward to every fervice ; and it 'was recolleéted, that from, their firlt:
landing,,.
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landing, throughout all the fervices of the field and blockade, not a
man of them had ever deferted to the Englith army. The victor {oldier
gave his figh (which none but banditti could refufe) to this {olemn
contemplation of the fate of war, which might have been his own.
'The French troops, after they were reviewed, marched into the citadel,,
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where they depofited their arms in heaps, and were then conducted ta: -

their prifons.

The next moming the Englith flag was hoifted in the town, andr
its difplay was received by the falute of a thoufand picces of can-
non, from every gun of every fhip in the road, in all the Englith
pofts and batteries, the field-artillery of the line; and on the ramparts:
- and defences of Pondicherry. -

The furrender was inevitable, for- at the feanty rate of the
wretched provifions, to which the garrifon had for fome -time
Been reduced, there did not remin fufficient to f{upply them two
days more. Neverthelefs, the deteftation againft Mr. Lally, if
poflible, increafed, as the fole author of the calamity, and, no longer

reftrained by his authority, broke out in the moft vindi&tive expref- .

fions of menace and reproach. ‘The third day after the furrender was.
“appointed for his departure to Madrafs. In the forenoon of this day
a troop of officers, moftly of the French Company’s battalion,..
went up the fteps of the government houfe, towards his apart-
ments, where they were met by his aid de camp, whom they in-
fulted ; and were difperfed by the guard, which came up on the
quarrel.  This troop then affembled’ and waited below atthe gate of
the citadel until one o’clocks Mr. Lally did not move until the clofe
of the day ; his efcort was 15 Englifh huffars, and four troopers of
his own guard ;> he came out in his palankin, and at the gate were
gathered'a hundred perfons, moftly officers, with them-the coun-
{ollors Moracin and Courtin.  As foon as Mi. Lally appeared, a hue
was fet up by the whole aflembly, hiffes, pointing; threats, and.
every abufive name ; but the efcort prevented violence.. Me. Dubois;
the King’s commiffary, who was to proceed- with Mr. Lally, camo
out of the fort an hour after, but on foot ; the fame affembly had

continued on the parade, and fhowered the fame abufes. Dubois
ftopt, .
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fopt, and faid he would anfwer any one. One Defer flept out, they
drew, and the fecond pafs laid Dubois dead, who wwas 6’_'(_3__'3{(:;11'5 of
age, thort-fighted, and always wore {fpeGtacles. No one wou]:d affift
his fervants to remove and buyry the corpfe; and his death, vio=
lent and iniquitous as it was, Was treated as a lmﬁr.i_tmorqus at: }n@
papers were immediately taken poflefiion _of | by tht? regifter. ;.Il:'w.asl
known, that he had, ever fince his arrival at Pondicherry, compofed
protefts on the part of the King againit all the di{br%ers and irregu-
larities which came to his knowledge in any of the departments of
the government and the colletion was very imlu'migqus_ ; but none
of his papers have ever appeared. : 2 ¥

The total number of the European military taken 'i'n‘the"t_own,
including fervices attached to the troops; was 2072 3 the civil inhabi-
tants were 381 ; the artillery fit for fervice were 500 pieces of can-

“non, and 100 mortars and howits. The ammunition, arms, weapons,

and military ftores, were in equal abundance. : |

On the 4th day after the furrender, Mr. Pigot demanded of Co-
lonel Coote, that Pondicherry thould be delivered over to the Pre-
fidency of Madrafs, as having become the property of the Englith Eaft -
India Company. - A council of war, compofe_d-of the two admirals,
and four poft-captains of the fquadron, Colonel Coote and three
Majors of the king’s troops, afilembled, to deliberate on this de-
mand ; and required the authority on which it was made._ Mr. Pigot
infifted on the king’sypatent, dated the 14th of January 1758, which
regulates the'Company’s fhare and title to captures. The council
of war deemed. the patent incompetent to the pretenfion. Mr. Pigot,
as the thorteft way, declared, that if Pondicherry were not delivered,
the Prefidency of Madrafs would not furnith money either for the
{ubfiftence of the King’s troops, or the French prifoners. This con-
clufion barred all farther argument, for neither the Admiral, nor
the commander of the Ki'ng’s troops, were authoriZed to draw
bills on the government in England for fuch a contingency. The
council of war, therefore, {ubmitted to the requifition, but protefted
againft the infult it conveyed aganft the King’s prerogative, and
«declared the Prefidency refponfible for the confequences. WL
During
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During this difcuffion, Colonel Coote detached eight companies
of Sepoys, under the command of ‘Captain Stephen Smith, to nveft
_the forts of Gingee; and a convoy of military ftores were fent from
the camp to Major Prefton, who was continuing the blockade of
Thiagar. j " . .

The Nabob requefted and expeéted that the army, after the necef-
{ary repofe, would accompany him againft {uch chiefs and feudatories,
whom he wifhed or had pretenfions to call to account, either for con-
tempts of his authority, or for tributes unfettled, or withheld. He
had not forgiven the rebellion of his half-brother Nazeabulla of
Nelore. His indignation had never ceafed againft Mortizally, the
Kellidar of Velore, who, as well as the three greater Polygars to
the north, and of Arielore, and Woriorepollam to the fouth, were
fufpected of hidden treafures ; ftill more the greater and lefler Mora-
vars 3 and the king of Tanjore, wealthier than all, {carcely con-
fidered the Nabob as his fuperior. ' ]

But the Prefidency had other attentions to regard ; their treafury
and credit was exhaufted in the reduétion of Pondicherry ; the care
of 2500 French prifoners required ftrong guards and no little ex-
pence. Bengal was engaged in hoftilities, wanted troops, and could
{end no money. Bombay had extended its military concerns by the
acquifition of the caftle of Surat in the beginning of the year 1759,
which had induced the neceflity of other important attentions in that
part of the continent 3 and they were at this time earneftly requeft-
ing the return of all the troops they had fent to Coromandel. The
faGory at Tellichery likewife advifed, that they intended to ftop the
troops which were juft arrived and expeéted in the thips from Eng-
land, and waited only the orders of their fuperiors at Bombay to
attack the French fettlement at Mahe, in-which fervice they requefted

what affiftance could be {pared from Coromandel. It was ftill un--

certain what was, become of the French fquadron; the Englifh
{quadron wanted their marines, and were enjoined a fecret fervice

from England, in which Madrafs was to affift. 'Thefe views and "
confiderations appeared to the Prefidency of more immediate impor--
tance than the indulgence of the triumphal notions which. {welled

the

725

1767,
At
January.



726
1761,

LS —
Janvary,

February.

Tue WAR OF ConoﬁANnEL. Book XIH.

‘the mind of the Nabob, whofe joy at the redu&ima of Pondichen'y,
although the arfenal which had forged all the anxietics of his life,
was nnmed:ately‘ imbittered by this anterruption to the ﬁm\me_t_:on«-
quefts he had {o near ‘at heart : and, unwilling to continue: m‘mj;xc
Carnatic without the entire predominance of his authonty, he retig@ '
as it were in difguft with victory to Tntchmopoly, where he anﬁ?ve:a'
on the 15th of February. il

Four hundred of the French prifoners were fent to Madrafs, and
‘the nghlandels, fix companies, with fome artillery-men, and four
comp'm ies of Sepoys, marched thither to reinforce the garrifon ; 200
were fent to Tritchinopoly under the efcort of 10s Europeans, and
fome Sepoys. The reft of the prifoners remained in the dungeons
of Pondicherry, until they could be otherwife dlipofed of and goo
Europeans, including the pioneer company, and 50 artalleryﬁ-mm, !
swith the troop of Europsan horfe, and four companies of Sepoys,
were appointed to garrifon the town. The troops from Bombay,
being 120 of the kuw s artillery, and 190 common infantry, belong-
ing to that preﬁdency, embarked in two thips to return thither; the
marines were reftored to the {quadron ; the reft of the army went
into cantonments at Cuddalore.

The court of France had inftrufted Mr. Lally to deftroy the ma-
ritime pofle{lions of the Engh{h nation in India, which rmght fall
to their arms. Thefe inftrutions had been mtercepted_l and, in con-
{equence of them, the court of Direftors of the Englith Eaft-India
Company had ordered ' their- Prefidencies to retaliate the f{ame
meafure on the French fettlements, whenever in their power., Ac-
cordingly Mr. Pigot, with the approbation of the council of Madrafs,
refolved to demwolifh the fortifications of Pondicherry ; and as Mr.
Stevens fignified his intention to repair forthwith to Bombay, in

order to refit his {quadron, the demolition was commenced without

delay, left a French armament fhould arrive during their abfence,
and recover the town, whilft the fortifications remained in a condition
to afford any advantage in maintaining it. 2

Mr. Stevens failed on the 2.3d of February, with all the thips, elewan_
of the line, and two frigates. They took away 400 of the pnfoners

I in
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i Pm@:ﬁ'tﬁelry, all of the regiments of Lorrain and Lally, to be
confined ‘at Bombay, or fent to Europe as opportunities fhould
aﬁ’%l‘ As Mr. Stevens intended to aid, if neceﬂary, in the attack
of [Mahé, the Prefi dency fent 5o of the company’s artillery, and
three of their engineers in the fquadron.

Mahéis fituated four miles to the fouth of Telhcheuy The fort
and town ftand not far from the beach of the fea, along the fouth
fide of a river, which admits finall veflels.  Several hills tife near
the town, and on the two neareft on the fame fide of the river are
built two fmall forts, and a much lglrwer, called St. George, on a hill
on the other fide. The fettlement prefides over all belonging to the
French company on this fide of the peninfula, exceptingy their faGory
at Surat. ‘Thefe dependencies are five forts to the north of Telli=
cherry, and a faory houfe at Calicut.

The five thips from England had landed the troops at Tellicherry
by the sth of January ; but from the length of 'the paffage to and
fro, the permiffion from Bombay to attack Mahé did not arrive
before the beginning of February ; and with it the prefidency {ent
one of their cruizers, and a bomb=ketch to aflift ; as none of the fhips
 had been detained. The delay had given Mr. Louet, the governor

of Mahe, time t6 make tLeatLes for afliftance with {everal of the nelgh-
bourmg chicfs of the countr_y, with whom the fettlement had long
been in commerce; and they promifed and fivore to affift efficacioufly,
as againft a common enemy. The aid was much wanted, for the Eu-
ropean military, on whom the firefs of the defence was to reft, did
not exceed 100, and even they, from the gen{,ral neceflity of the
French company’s affairs, had not received their pay for feveral
months, and mifled no opportunity of deferting. ‘The black troops
belonging to the company, were a thoufand.

The troops at Tellicherry marched out and encamped on the 8th
of February on the limits of Mahe. Their numbers, for the garrifon
took the field, amounted to oo Europeans, and 700 natives; they
were commanded by major d&or Munro, who' determined to direct
his firft attack againft Fort St. George, on the hither fide of the

river.
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All the folicitations of Mr. Louet were of noavail, when his allies
faw the Englith troops taking the field, and were apprized of their
numbers ; they did not fend a man ; and before day-break the next
morning, he difpatched a letter to Min Hodges, the chief of Telli-
cherry, propofing terms of capitulation, on which Major Munro was
ordered not to commence hoftilities. Agents fent to explain doubts
and objetions, continued going to and fro until the moming of
the 13th, when the capitulation was figned. It was agreed, that
all the European military fhould be tranfported at the expence
of the Englith, either to the ifland of Bourbon, or to Europe,
and when landed there, to be free. The effeiks, artillery, and
military ftores, belonging to the French company, were to be
{urrendered, but the effeéts and pofleffions of individuals were to be
preferved to them entire, without moleftation in the ufe. The free
exercife of the Roman religion was to be permitted as before the
furrender ; the priefts on no account were to be vexed, nor the
churches or religious edifices impaired. The forts to the north-
ward of Tellicherry were to be given up on the fame conditions as
Mahé, and the factory at Calicut was. to continue unmolefted under.
the ufual neutrality of that town : ample honours of war were al-
lowed to the garrifon. Five hnndred men under the command of
Major Peers marched into Mahé at noon ; and foon after, the garrifon
were efcorted with their honours to.Tellicherry. A detachment was
then prepared under the command of Major Monro, to take in the
forts to the northward, which it was fufpected might difpute the
terms of capitulation provided for them. The news of the furrender
of Mahe arrived at Madrafs. on the 5d of March.

Captain Stephen Smith,. as foon as encamped before Gingee,,
fummoned Macgregor, the commanding officer, who an{wered, that
if he had brought one hundred thoufand men, the forts would not
be reduced in three years. The troops encamped to the eaft op-
pofite_to the outward pettah on the plain,. which, although it
it had a mud wall, was of much lefs defence than the inward town,
which ftands on higher ground, nearly in the center of the triangu-
Jar valley, extending between the three mountains. The valley

15
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is enclofed on the three fides by a ftrong wall with towers of ftone,
which have a ditch before them, excepting in fuch parts where the
rocks render it unneceflary; but the wall continues up the moun-
tains, and furrounds the three forts, conneéing them with each other.
Befides this exterior enclofure, the interior and higher defences run
double round the two forts to the eaft; and the great mountain to
the weft, which is the principal fortzﬁcanon, has four enclofures, one
below another towardsthe town in the valley, but of different fpaces
and elevations 5 and the higheft is a fteep rock in the north-weft
part of the third enclofure above the valley ; this far overtops all the
mountains, and in the fort on its fummit, although {fmall, 1s a con-
tinual {pring of water. ‘The extent of wall in’all the fortifications
meafures more than 12000 yardé; to defend which the French had
only 150 Europeans, topaffes, or coffrees, 600 Sepoys, and rooo
natives of the adjomning hills, whom they called colleries. But
they fuppofed the forts on the mountains to be impregnable, and that
the town below would not be attempted, becaufe, if taken, the troops
which were to maintain it, would be continually fubjeét to the fire
of the defences above. j

The wall on the eaft fide of the valley extends 1200 yards from
the mountamn of St. George on the right, to the Englith mountain

on the left, and nearly in. the middle pafleth along the fide of a -

heap of rocks on which the French had raifed a work, which they
called the royal battery; under which on the right towards the
mountain of St. George {tood a gateway oppofite to the outward
pettah in the plain : but the pettah extended only from this moun-
tain to the rocks of the battery.

Obfervation and deferters (of whom feveral came every day) ap-
prized Captain Smith of the ftate of the garrifon and defences, and
that the garrifon remained in perfet fecurity as well in the town
below, as in the forts above. On the night between the 2d
and third of February, he marched from his camp with 600 Sepoys,
in two divifions, of which the foremoft, 200, carried a fufficient
number of {caling ladders, and the others were to fupport when called
for. 'They left the north wall of the pettah on the left, but pafled
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through the intervals of fome houfes, which adjoined toitand brought -
them oppofite to the middle of that part of the wall of the valley
which extends between the royal battery and the Englith mountain.
They crofled the ditch, placed their ladders, and got over the wall un-
challenged : the obje was now to get pofleflion of the gate on the
other fide of the royal battery 3 but the rocks en which it ftood ex-
tended backwards to the firft houfes of the town, and it was necef=
fary to go through the firft ftreet leading acrofs, in order to pafs be-
yond the rear of the rocks and gain an avenue of trees, which led
down. to the gateway : ithey 'procecded even quite through the ftreet
unperceived ; but, as they were coming down the avenue, were chal-
lenged and difcovered by the guard of the, gateway, who fired;
which alarmed the other ftations in-the town, but with fo much -
confufion, that Captain Smith gave no attention to it, but haftened
to the gateway, from which he difpetfed the guard at the pufh of
bayonet, and opening the gate let in the other divifion of 400 Sepoys,
who were halting not far off in the neareft fhelter, and with them
took poffeflion of the royal battery. It was now three in the morn-
ing, and Smith waited for day light to drive the enemy out of
the town, who retired before; fome to St. George’s, others to
the Englith mountain, but moft of them into the enclofure next

. the town towards the great mountain, where they continved firing

from the adjacent rampart throughout the next day upon the guards
which were advanced and ftationed i the houles of the town;
and cannon from all the hills continually plunged down, wherefoever
they {aw or {ufpe@ted any of the Englifh troops ; but with little effect.
In the enfuing night the enemy’s troops, who had retired to the fecond
enclofure, - left it, 1 and retreated to the higher defences of the great
mountain,

On intelligence of this fuccefs 1000 more Sepoys were fent to
Smith, who as the town was very unhealthy, continued more than
one half of his force in the encampment on the plain.  The defertion
continued, and amongft them came a wery experienced Jemautdar
of the Sepoys, who profered toilead a party by a path he: knew o
furprize the forts on St. George’s mountain: he was trufted, and

4 [ the
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the next night 200  Sepoys marched under his guidance. = We
are not apprized of their track, but fuppofe they proceeded from the
camp and went up on the outfide of the mountain to the fouth, to the
enclofure of the outward rock which is 8o feet higher than thofe be-

neath. ‘They fixed their ladders, and got over the wall before they

were difcovered, and feized 8 Europeans, but the reft of the guard
efcaped to the enclofures below 5 where all continued very alert until

day-light, when an officer came down to capitulate, and demanded
very liberal terms ; but captain Smith knowing that they werc at any

time in his power, by fending more men up to the rock above them,
refufed to accept the {urrender, 'excepting at difcretion ; to which
they confented. They were 42 Europeans, of whom f{ix were
officers, and 7o Sepoys. A large ftock of provifions was found
"in the forts of this mountain, by which it was concluded,. that thofe

in the two others were equally as well provided ; and no enquiry gave -

hopes that either of thefe fortrefles could be taken by furprize, and
ftill lefs by open attack. It therefore remained to try if time might

produce the {uccefs which was not to be expeted  either from force.

or fortune. . : ! s
The fameday that the mountain of St.George furrendered to captain

Smith, the important fortrefs of "Thiagar capitulated to Major Prefton, .

after a blockade and bombardment of 65 days, during which, above
40 Europeans had  deferted 'to him  from the rock, 20 had been

killed or died, 25 lay wounded in the hofpital, and 114 rank and -

file, with twelve officers, were in a condition to march, fo that the
whole number of Europeans which had been thut up were upwards of
200, with 300 Sepoys, and 100 Coffrees ; they had proyifions for
two months longer;-and the water, which gave the principal value to
the fort, continued as ufual in plenty, and of a good quality.
Neverthelefs, the commanding officer only {tipulated that the gar-

rifon fhould: receive the fame treatment as the troops taken in Pon- -

dicherry ; according to which the officers were to be fent to Europe
upon parole, not to ferve again during the prefent war, and . the
Europeans of rank and file were to: be treated at difcretion 3 and. they

were  fent to be confined with thofc already in the prifons of
' Tritchi-

73%
1761.

-—.-_.\,__.J
February.



732
1761,

R I

February.

Tug WAR oF MALABAR, Book XIII.
Tritchinopoly ; but the Sepoys and Coffrees being excellent were
taken into the Company’s fervice. e

In the mean time, the detachment from Tillecherry was ‘profe-
cuting the reducion of the dependencies of Mahe. The firft is
called Fort. Delhi, fituated on the ftrand of a promontory called’ -
Mount Delhi, which is a remarkable head-land ten miles to the
north of Tellicherry; four miles further on is the mouth of the
river of Neliferum, which, defcending from the mountains to the eaft,
‘turns thort many miles above, and continues parallel to the beach
of the {ea, from which it is no where a mile afunder; a mile and a
half up this river on the left hand, and on the mouth of another,
ftands Ramatilly, which is a fmall fort; on the fame fide, five
miles beyond, is the fort of Mattalavy, which ftands ftrong on
a rocky eminence: feven miles farther, on the w. fide of the
mouth of another river, isthe fort of Neleferum, which is much
‘larger; and fix miles up this river, to the eaft, and on its left fhore,
ftands the fifth fort, which is {mall, and called Veramaly. Fort
Delhi, Neliferum and Ramatilly were garrifoned by French troops,
but the government of Mahé had delivered up the other two in
pledge for debt to two chiefs of the country, who were determined
not to part with them wuntil compenfated; and as they equally
commanded the rivers, which were the channels of traffick, the other
three would be of no fervice, if thetwo continued in hoftility. Delhj
and Ramatilly furrendered on the firft fummons, but at Mattalay
were aflembled a large body of Naires, whofe bravery is always def-
perate. ‘The two thips from Pondicherry, which were carrying back
the Bombay troops, were at this time working up the coaft of Ma.
labar, and had pafled beyond the river of Neliferum; and Major Mon-
ro, finding more refiftance.than he expelteed in his expedition, fent
-after them for artillery-men and cannon, which came, and two
batteries were ereted againft Mattalavy : but the fettlement of
Tellicherry had in the mean time been negotiating with the two
chiefs who were in poflfeffion of Matalavy and Veramally, s
confented to furrender them on condition of receiving an annual
fine, which for both amounted to 3000 rupees. As foon as thefe

forts
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forts were delivered, the French garrifon at Ngliferum, which did not.
exceed 20 Europeans, fubmitted without refiftance.

On the sth of April, Captain Stephen Smith received a propofal,
from Captain Macgregor, who commanded in the great mountain of
Gingee, that he would capitulate, if his garrifon were allowed the
honours of war, the rank and file to be fent to Europe by the firft:
opportunity as prifoners liable to exchange, but the officers per-
mitted to retire, with their arms, baggage and effeéts, to any of the.
neutral fettlements.on the coaft, where they were to be fubfifted ac--
cording to their ranks at the expence of the Englifh company,. who
werelikewife to defray their paflage to Europe. Three hundred of the
Englith Sepoys had already died in the town, and in the mountain of

St. George, from the peculiar inclemency of the air, which has always

been deemed the moft-unhealthy in the Carnatic, infomuch that the
French, who never until lately kept more than 100 Europeans here,,
had.loft 1200 in the ten years during which it had been in their pof--
{feffion. Captain Sinith, therefore, very readily accepted the terms,.
and in the afternoon the garrifons marched out of the two mountains.
They were 12 officcrs, and 100 rank and file, Europeans, coffrees,.
and topafles, and 4o lafears for the artillery, which were 3o picces.
of cannon and fome mortars.. A paffport and fafeguard was allowed:

to a moor of diftinétion, who had long refided in the great mountain._

This day terminated the long contefted hoftilities between the two
rival European powers.in Coromandel, and left not a fingle enfign.
of the French nation avowed by the authority of its government in
any part of India; for the troops which had gone away to Myfore,
were hereafter. to be regarded as a band of military adventurers feek-
ing fortunc and fubfiftence. In Bengal they had not a fingle agent.
or. reprefentative, and their factories at Surat and Calicut were meer
trading houfes on fufferance. Thus after a war of 15 years, which!
commenced with the expedition of Delabourdonnais againft Madrafs.
in 1746, and had continued from that trme with fcaxcely the 'in-.
termiflion of one year, was retaliated the fame meafure of extirpation,
which had been  intended, and invariably purfued, by the French
councxl:, againft: the Englith commerce and power: for fuch, as is.

avowed
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--'1vo3§n¥éci 'ixl the Ffe’nch'iﬁemoirs on the events we have related, was
the objeé of Delabourdonnais’ expedition, of the wholegovernment

and ambition of Dupleix, and of the great BRIRILOS Gfﬂa_‘al and
land forces, which accompanied Mr. Lally to thhEi, th_)l Cm?ﬁetmly
declared, that he had but one point, which was, not to 1?3\”6"---@__
Englithman in the peninfula. 'To ret‘a‘;d as 1}.1EIC1_1 as .Poﬂlblf‘; 'the‘
facility of their re-eftablithment in Coromandel, if rc:ﬁorat'lt_ms'ﬂmuld
be made at the conclufion of a gencral peace, Mr. Pigot laid a repre-
fentation before the council of Madrafs, which determined th’em to
deftroy all the interior buildings, as well as the fortifications of Pon-
dicherry, of which the demolition was by this time nearly completed :
and in a few months more, not a roof was left ftanding in this once
fair andflourithing city. _ . S
For two years before, the fortune of France had been declining in
every other part of the world ; they hadloft theirfettlementson the coaft
of Africa, half their weft india iflands, the whole region of Canada;
their naval force was utterly ruined, and their armies were ftruggling
under defeats in Germany. The lofs of India, as a laft hope, excited
the public indignation more than any of the former difafters, which
was {0 far from producing any reconciliationamongft theamenable, that
it only fharpened their vengeance againdt each other. Mr. Lally, on his
arrival, formally accufed Mr, De Leyrit, Mr. Bufly, Mr._ Moracin and
Courtin, of having wilfully confpired the ruin of the French affairs
from their averfion to himfelf, as appointed by the King to invefti-
gate and correct the abufes of the government of Pondicherry. Of
200 perfons who were either arrived or returning from hence,
not more than zo were in habits or conneétions with Mr. Lally ; all
the others, revolted by the excefles of his temper, or the feverity of
his authority, bore him either fecret grudge, or avowed hatred ;
all thefe became voluntary partizans with Mr. De Leyrit and the
council, whoie refolutions were conduéted at Paris, as they had
been at Pondicherry, by the jefuit Lavaur. Their firft ftep in
public was to prefent a manifeft to the comptroller-general, ‘in
exculpation of themfelves, and accufing Mr, Lally of mifcondu
under nine different heads, which, as they faid, proved more than
mcapacity ;
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mcaEaczéy s and in Auguft 1762, they petitioned the King to vindi-
cate themfelves juridically from the accufations of Mr. Lally ; who
fome months after was confined in the Baftile. In ' June 1763,
father Lavaur died; this jefuit had compofed in India two me-
moits, the one a juftification and panegyrick, the other a defama-
tory impeaf_%rnncnt of every part of Mr. Lally’s condu&. Argu-
ments taken from ‘this piece were occafionally fupplied to pro-
pagate ‘the public antipathy, but it had never been authentically
publifhed. As Lavaur was rated as an evidence, his papers were
taken poffeflion of by the officers of juftice, and amongft them this
libel was found. - Lavaur, as if ruined by the lofs of Pondicherry,
had petltmncd the government for a fimall penfion of fubfiftence ;
and it was difcovered that he died poffefled of 60,000 pounds in
ﬁd diamonds, and bills of exchange.. This hypocrify, with
the frauds of another jefuit, who managed the weftern miflions, con-
duced not a little to the expulﬁon of the order ; but full attention
was given to the memoir of Lavaur, and from its documents the
attorney general inferted the charge of high treafon, which deprived
Mr. Lally of the affiftance of counfel. After he had been con-
fined 18 months, the deponents in the procefls were brought
before him, and he permitted to interrogate them before the re-
corder. ‘The number of faéts depofed againft him amounted to one
hundred and fi ixty, for every violent or unguarded expreffion during
the courfe of his government and ill fuccefs was admitted, The
number of witnefles muft likewife have been many, for Mr. Lally
- oppofed ftrong reproaches of incompctency to thirty-four of them.
. 'The recorder was the fame, who had given the moft fanguinary
 judgment ever pronounced in France again{t a young man of family ;
and Mr. Lally, with his ufual indifcretion and mtemperance, aggra-
vated the feverity of his charafter, by treating him with haugh-
tinefs and contempt during the difcharge of his office. = Eighteen
months paffed in the confrontation and interrogatories, when the
final decifion was to be made by the whole parliament' of Paris,
which is compofed of 120 members, - It muft be left té conjecture,
how many" of them went regularly through the immenfe volume
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money, and the diftrefs for provifions. - That the attemptito retake
Vandivath, reduced Mr. Lally to the neceflity of receiving battle,
which' as| the Englifh 'were fecking, he' eught to haye avolded ;
but that he had reafon to expedt greater induftry abd fpirit in the'
artillery, officers, and engineers, who might have brefiched the place
in half the time. Whether; after this battle, Pondicherry might have
been better ftored, or whether the provifions colleGed were injudi-*
cioufly difpofed of, would, after all witnefles, have remained a decifion
of doubt. : ¢ BRI
. The troops which arrived with Colonel Coote in Novermber 1750,
with his immediate aGivity in the reduétion of Vandivath and Caran-
goly, brought the'war nearly to an equality ; which juftified him in
rifquing the battle for the rélief of Vandivath, although he fought
it with the inexplicit difapprobation of the prefidency'in his pockets
but his difpofitions had fecured refources againft mifchance.. Before
this important fuccefs, the views of no one had extended 'gthe re-
duction of Pondicherry : but inftantly after, all were imprefled with
the firmeft perfuafion of this termination ‘of the war. ‘This forfu-
nate confidence led to the moflt vigorous counfels.  Nothing, it was

-reafoned, if all advantages are taken, can fave Pmadlcherry, excepts

ing the arrival of their {quadron in force fufficient to cope with ' the
Englith ; or the lucky mtrodution of troops and money by divi~"
fions of their fhips, if the ‘whole do ‘not venture: whatfoever is
gained m the mean time will require fo much effort to recover,,
thould the enemy be reinforced; and if they are not, will be fo much
accomplithed towards the ultimate object. ‘The' enterprizing  fa-
gacity of Colonel Coote loft no time in difcovering and taking every
advantage. The prefidency feconded his operations by the expedition
to Karical, and in fupplies to the field ; the garrifon of ‘Tritchinopoly
by their a&tivity ; the detachment to the weftward by its vigilance ;
the army by their zeal on all occafions. * Colonel Coote, by conftantly
expofing his own perfon witl_l the'Sepoys, had brought them to fuf~
tain dangerous fervices, from which the Europeans were preferved.
By this oeconomy, and the reinforcements from England and Bombay,
if the armament fo much announced had arrived, jand landed a

4 greater
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greater force than France had ever before fent to India, the
Englith on the day of the furrender of Pondicherry, were in a
condition to have given them battle, if they had chofen it, under
their very walls:

Colonel Coote embarked on the 13th of March, leaving his regi-

ment to follow; and with him, our narrative returns to the affairs of

Bengal..
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Thofe matked with an afterifl§ are errors.b‘r over-fights og the Authords

SECTION THE SECOND. =%

Page. Line.

%307 3 for Rangarow, read Kiltnarow.

%369 2 _for Chinglapet, 7ead that place.

4c0 18 el of thole. :

%401 19 far Sidapte. read Sidapet, and put after it 3

%409 6 for right; read left, Vg

w424 13 for Gopaulharry, read Gopavlrow; he went by both names

w— 14 idem. idem. '

— 5p for Trivalore, read Tripaflore.
430 28 del: comma after feeing. WA -

4436 21 for pallifado, read pallifade. G, Jibiens
437 18 for Achempettah, read Aimapettah. = 33
408 2§ . dele the comma after Tiniyelly.

469 30 dels the comma after diftrilts,

475 29 jfor diftance read defiftance. 3
4944 3 dele the comma after Paliar, & i
— 8 for with, read without, . : 5

*498 4 for Tri Permadore, read Stree Pevmadore; though bath prevaile: * W
502 10 for Abdulwahad, read Abdulwahab, = = F ot & : -
*512 28 for 56, vead s0. ; o
527 8 before which, infert on,
#540 3 for lefty read right.
#5864 for cafterny read wefterne
564 29 before vecovered, infert whos
5§87 3 after fide, put a comma,
593 7 for ramparts, read ramps.
*bor 21 for left, read pofted.
6og g fir requiting, read requefting., '
Y621 21 for lain, read laid. -
626 5 for Villaperum, read Villaparum,
634 28 after illand, inflead of o put ;
641 ulte for arival, read arrival,
645 penult, for OQuglaree, read Oulgarry.
*6bo 6 fer 1400, read 1100,
*662 24 for error, read miftake.
674 4 -afterof, infert the,
#— 18 forealt, read north.
¥682. o for amtack, read divifion.
bgr 18 for 14th read 4th.
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