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THE

INDIAN EMPIRE

DESCRIPTION OF THE ENGRAVINGS.

THE KEEREE PASS,

ONE of the most agreeable diversities that can occur in the life of a European resident
in Hindoostan, is a visit to the Hills—the common term applied in India to the lower
ranges of the Himalaya Mountains. Many are driven from the plains to try the effects
of a more bracing climate for the recovery of health; but there are some to whom a love
of the picturesque, and a restless desire to seek amusement in ever-varying change of
scene, prove the chief incentive for a tour into the recesses of the mighty and mysterious
range that forms the northern boundary of our Indian empire. The favourite and
most exciting route, when undertaking such an expedition, is by Saharunpore, a frontier
town of the province of Delhi (sometimes called the threshold of the hill districts),
whence it is usual to penetrate through. the valley of the Deyrah Dhoon, to the interior
of the Himalayas, and the sources of the Jumna and the Ganges. y
On commencing a journey towards the valley, the road of the traveller is through
the Keeree Pass; and this lovely portal to a new country gives delightful promise of
the scenery beyond. The distant view which may have been already caught of the
great Himalaya, from a spot in the neighbourhood of Saharunpore, is of that dreamy,
poetical  deseription, which, though full of beauty, presents little that is definite, and
ouly exeites curiosity. From this spot two inferior belts, divided from each other
by deep intersecting vales, appear to rise tier above tier, the pyramidal snow-capped
heights, which seem to lift themselves into another world, crowning the whole with
almost awful majesty. From the site mentioned, the mountain-ranges have all the
indistinctness that belong to the land of faérie, and which, leaving: the imagination to
luxuriate in its most fanciful creations, invest the scene with a species of enchantment.
The pure, dazzling whiteness of the regions of eternal snow, give occasionally a cloud-
like appearance to the towering summits, and may almost induce the belief, that they
indeed form part of the heaven to which they aspire; while, in other states of the atmos-
phere, they stand ount in bold relief, cateching the rays of the sun, and reflecting a golden
tint, or rearing their lofty points, white with the unsullied snow of ages, they proclaim,
that while all else on earth is liable to change, themselves endure, immutable and for ever,
Upon entering the Keeree Pass, the distant view of the true Himalaya—the birth-
place and abode of the gods of Hindoostan—is lost, and the scene becomes one of the
softest beauty imaginable ; the devious valley winds amongst rocky eminences, richly
clothed with stately trees. At every step forward the landscape changes its features;
and, though its character still remains the same, presents so great variety of forms—of
crag and precipice, wild rock, deep forest, and luxuriant valley—that the traveller
is lost in pleasurable amazement ;—now exulting with that joy which the exile alone can
feel when suddenly encountering some point of resemblance to a well-known object
near a far-off home—now struck with wonder by some dazzling specimen of native
growth. - Here, for the first time, is beheld, in all its native luxuriance, the gian{
creeper (Scandent bankinia), with justice termed the monarch of its tribe. This enormous
parasite winds its snake-like stem—which attains the size, and somewhat resembles the
body, of the boa-constrictor—round the trunks of the forest-trees, either mingling their
flowers with its foliage, or flinging them from the festoons which it forms from branch to
11, B




2 THE INDIAN EMPIRE ILLUSTRATED.

branch as it travels along. The rich scent of these superb blossoms, together with that
of the banbool, fills the air with perfume, and gratifies at once both sight and smell,

There are two halting-places in the Keeree Pass: one, the Mohun Chokee, at the
entrance; the other, the Shoupore Chokee, within the pass, which extends to a length
of upwards of six miles. A party of tourists, when consisting of several persons, having
with them a numerous cortéye—comprising horses, elephants, and bullocks, for the con-
veyance of baggage—presents an imposing appearance ; and the usual encampment at
the Mohun Chokee becomes extensive and picturesque, when animated by groups of
attendants, assembled round their fires—the horses and elephants picketed under the
trees, and the bullocks reposing on the ground.

Advancing from this spot, the traveller approaches the low hills, which compose, as it
.were, the outworks of the Himalaya. Of these, the elevation varies from 500 to 900 feet
above the plains, and about 2,500 above the level of the sea. The thick forest and
brushwood with which they are clothed are full of peacocks; and, amidst game of less
importance, the tiger is found; while hares, and the black and grey partridge, literally
swarm around. There are, however, parts of the woody ranges beyond Keeree, so strongly
infected with poisonous exhalations, that at the worst season they are deserted even by
the brute creation ; monkeys, tigers, every species of quadruped, and even the birds,
urged by some instinctive warning, quit the deadly spot, and seek a resting-place in
distant and more healthy neighbourhoods.

THE GANGES, ENTERING THE PLAINS NEAR HURDWAR.

Euereine from the Keerce Pass, the road proceeds in the direction of Hurdwar
(Hari-dwar, the Gate of Vishnu), near the point at which the sacred waters of the
Ganges enter the plains of Hindoostan. The scenery around Hurdwar affords some of
the most splendid landscapes which are to be found on the bright and beautiful river
whose majestic course is diversified by so many interesting objects. The town stands at
the base of a steep mountain, on the verge of a slip of land reclaimed from the forest,
and surrounded on all sides by thick jungle. The leafy fastnesses of the Deyrah
Dhoon appear immediately above the pass; and below, the uncultivated wastes of the
Terraic stretch their wildernesses for many miles. The locality about Hurdwar has for
ages been held in high veneration by the worshippers of Vishnu, and the town itself is
one of the most frequented resorts of Hindoo pilgrims, who flock thither from all parts
of India, to perform their devotions in the mystic stream at the moment of its emancipa-
tion from the untrodden recesses of the vast Himalaya, in whose profound solitudes the
infant waters spring from their everlasting fount.

To behold the Ganges at the moment in which its faith-inspiring current bursts into
freedom from its mountain boundary, and glides in one broad stream along the plain,
is to the exhausted devotee who has endured weeks, perhaps months, of fatigue and
privation consequent upon a painful and hazardous journey, an ample recompense for
all his toil and suffering. He gazes enraptured on the holy river, and, gathering up
his failing strength to the task, presses onward, but too happy to yield up life with the
first plunge of his body in the hallowed wave. Guided by faith in. the doctrine of his
race, the worshippers of Bramah believe that a blessed immortality is secured to the
person who shall thus end his earthly career; and, consequently, many who are wearied
of life, or are anxious to enter scenes of purer enjoyment, will cheerfully commit
suicide, or, if too weak to perform the act themselves, will prevail on their nearest friends
to accelerate the progress of dissolution by leaving their bodies to float down the sacred
stream, while their souls are absorbed in the Divine Essence. !

It is at this point of emergence from the hills that persons journeying from a great dis-
tance are anxious to fill their jars with water, that their homes may be hallowed by a portion
of the sacred element. Rich and pions Hindoos, who inliabit the provinces remote from
this spot, spend large sums of money in procuring it by means of messengers, who are
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THE INDIAN EMPIRE ILLUSTRATED. 3

employed specially for the purpose. The water-pots are oftentimes conveyed to their desti-
nation in a picturesque manner, being enclosed in a framework decorated with flowers
and feathers, and slung upon bamboos resting on the shoulders of long files of men, who
will convey it thus, without contamination, for several hundred miles. The bearers of
the sacred fluid, although enjoying immunity from danger from all other enemies, are
yet frequently waylaid and murdered by the Thugs, who consider murder to be an act of
duty towards their goddess Bhowannee, the destructive power; and who will murder the
poorest victim that falls in their way, to propitiate their deity, and induce her to provide
them with richer sacrifices.

Beyond the point at which the Ganges enters the plains, to its final junction with the
ocean (a distance of 1,200 miles), it flows smoothly and placidly along, occasionally vexed
and ruffled by tempest; or, assuming an alarming degree of velocity when swollen by the
melting of the snows, its strong current glides with the speed of an arrow. There are,
however, no cataracts in its long descent towards the sea, the fall being somewhat less
than a foot a mile, through a channel which varies in width very considerably in
different places, and at particular seasons; until, as the mighty river approaches the
ocean, it spreads out its waters afar, pouring them forth in a flood ten miles broad.
The Ganges is not fordable below its confluence with the Jumma at Allahabad; but
though it may be crossed by men and animals at several places previous to its junction
with that tributary, the navigation is not interrupted from the spot in which it enters
the plains. Its rise is seldom above thirty-two feet; but when it reaches this height, it
spreads over the adjacent country like a sea, inundating the low land, and frequently
destroying whole villages ; those that remain, rising like islands in the midst of the watery
waste. The waters of the Ganges are so charged with earthy particles, that when the
floods begin to subside, the quantity of alluvial matter deposited is inconceivably great;
and an instance is recorded in which a branch of the river was filled up nearly to a level
with the adjacent country in the space of a week, the material deposited being equal
to 900,000,000 solid feet. Between the mountains and the sea, the stream of the
Ganges is augmented by the contributions of eleven large rivers, some of which are
equal in magnitude to the Rhine, and none are less than the Thames. Its extreme
length, from its source to the sea, is estimated at 1,560 miles,

HURDWAR.

Tae town of Hurdwar, which is small, but well built, is adorned with several commodious
ghauts, constructed of cut freestone, descending by long flights of steps to the river. It
consists chiefly of one prineipal street, running north and south, parallel with the course
of the water, and composed of handsome houses belonging to rich merchants and
. Brahmins from every part of India. Many of the best edifices of Hurdwar have their
foundations laid in the bed of the sacred river.

The roofs of the houses at this place are generally eovered by troops of ‘monkeys, who
are held in much veneration in every stronghold of Hindoo superstition, and are, con-
sequently, suffered to increase in such unchecked abundance, that they become an
intolerable nuisance to their protectors, it being difficult to prevent their intrusion into
the most private apartments.

The resident population of Hurdwar being small, the accommodation for pilgrims and
others, who repair in great numbers to the place at certain seasons, is of a temporary
description only, the wealthy portion of the pilgrims being alone indulged with the
shelter of a roof over them ; the remainder of the vast multitude whom religion, pleasure,
or business brings to the spot, being content to bivouac under canvas, or beneath the
shadows of the trees. At an adjacent town named Kunkul, there are, however,
numerous serais for the accommodation of strangers, consisting of long, low, quadrangular
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buildings, surrounded with suites of small apartments, in which human and animal life
mingle together in one confused mass of noise, disorder, and excitement.

During the fair (of which we shall presently speak), on either side of the approach
to Hurdwar, for a distance of two miles, are to be seen large and handsome tents
belonging to the civil and military officers of the Company, who repair thither on duty;
while others who visit the place for amusement only, avail themselves of the shelter of
the same encampment. These canvas abodes are diversified by the more substantial
residenees of rich natives, sheltered by large mango groves, and beautified with rare and
magnificent flowers; and so great is the necessity for temporary habitations during the
fair, that artificers resort to the place from a considerable distance, in order to construct
houses of thatch and grass mats, on a bamboo frame.

This celebrated fair is yearly held in the montk of April, and lasts nearly a month.
It is attended by pilgrims and traders from all parts of India—the first impelled by devo-
tion to perform their ablutfions in the sacred river; the other by a desire to profit by the
opportunity presented by the vast assemblage, for mingling business with devotion. The
auspicious moment for the observance of the religious portion of the affair is calculated by
the Brahmins; who aver, that a great increase in the efficacy of the rite is derivable from
its performance when Jupiter is in Aquarius, or the Sun enters Aries—which happens
every twelfth year,

The climate of Hurdwar, during the early part of April, is exceedingly variable from
four in the afternoon until nine or ten on the following day: the wind generally blows
from the north or east, over the snowy mountains, rendering the air delightfully cool :
during the intermediate hours, however, the thermometer frequently rises to 94° ; and
the clouds of dust arising from the concourse of people and cattle, add considerably to
the annoyance sustained from the heat, :

The Ganges, during the rainy season, is a mile in width at Hurdwar, pursuing its
course hetween low woody islands, some of which afford very commodious camping-
ground. On the west bank the eye rests upon a ridge of hills, rising to the height of
600 feet, covered with thick brushwood mingled with trees. These hills are cleft in
many places into rugged and deep ravines, which afford cover to numerouas wild animals.
The background of the landscape is formed of part of the range of blue mountains, from
6,000 to 8,000 feet in height, which conceal the base of the Himalaya or snowy region,
and fill up the distance in the most magnificent manner possible. b

‘THE PILGRIM FAIR AT HURDWAR.

It is difficult to convey an adequate idea of the grandeur and beauty that render
Hurdwar one of the places most worthy of a traveller’s attention in India, or to attempt
to describe the diversified swarms of animate creation that, in the form of men and beasts
of every race and clime, cover the whole ground around the holy station during the
annual festival of the pilgrims at Hurdwar, in April. Horse-merchants from Bokhara
and Cabool occupy the stony, central portions of the river; while those from Torkistan
take up quarters behind the houses of the town. Elephant dealers incline to the suburbs
for the sake of fodder ; but, morning and evening, traverse the roads with their studs, each
elephant having a bell attached to its neck to give warning of approach. Buneas,
or grain-sellers; Hulwaes, or confectioners; cloth, shawl, and toy-merchants, occupy the
roadside, close to the town; their dwelling-places being interspersed with enclosures
containing piles of barley and straw, heaped up and ready for sale.

On the sides of the hill to the west, thousands of Seik families are clustered, with
their huts, tents, camels, bullocks, mules, and lorses, crowded together in wild confusion.
Near these are the tents of the better order of visitors, in groups of two or three, and
constructed of white or striped canvas, gaily fringed and ornamented with scalloped
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THE INDIAN EMPIRE ILLUSTRATED. : 5

borderings of scarlet cloth. There, also, are the tents of the superior horse-dealers,
Arab or Persian merchants, who have brought animals of the purest breed, for which
they demand enormous prices. Men are there, too, with bears, leopards, tigers, deer of
all kinds, monkeys, Persian greyhounds, beautiful cats, and rare birds for sale. 1In short,
there are collected at this fair, samples of the most rare, beautiful, and costly of the
productions of the Hast, natural and artificial ; while Europe also contributes largely to
the stock of valuable merchandise brought to this great mart for distribution among
the swarming races of Hindoostan.

The crowding and confusion of buyers and sellers; the native groups in every
imaginable variety of costume—some shining in cloth of gold, and surrounded by
followers richly arrayed; others less expensively, but picturesquely, dressed, and many
half-naked or wildly clad—all mingﬁlad together, among priests, soldiers, and religiozfs
mendicants—half beggar, half bandit; with here and there a cluster of Europeans
mounted upon elephants, and affecting to look with supreme contempt upon the scene
around them—exhibit altogether a combination of individualities that no other place in
the world is capable of presenting. As may be easily imagined, the noise baffles all
deseription.

During the time of the fair, the neighbouring roads are crowded by thousands of
travellers in every description of vehicle, and mounted on elephants, bullocks, and camels,
on horseback and on foot, and of all ages, complexions, and costumes. As they pass the
pagodas on their way, the air resounds with shouts of Mahadeo Bol |”” which is repeated
from front to rear, until the distant echoes take up the note, and the welkin rings with
the cry of “Bol! Bol!” The fair and the ghaut divide the attention of persons whom
mere curiosity has drawn to the spot. In the ghaut immense crowds succeed each other
without intermission ; the vast influx of people thronging to the river-side, especially at
the auspicions moment in which ablution is considered most efficacious. This ceremony
has, until of late years, been generally productive of serious accident. Formerly a narrow
avenue led from the principal street to the ghaut; the rush through this was tremendous,
and numerous lives were lost—not fewer than seven hundred having fallen a sacrifice in
one day to the enthusiastic zeal with which the devotees pressed forward to the river.
The road has, however, been widened, and a convenient ghaut constructed by direction
of the government; and the pilgrims at Hurdwar have since been able to perform an
essential rite of their religion without danger.

The Brahmins are, of course, conspicuous in the throng: they collect the tribute, but
do not otherwise exercise their sacerdotal functions, the bathing being performed without
any peculiar ceremony : there are also a vast number of mendicants of every description,
many being, from their filth, their distortion, or their nakedness, the most disgusting
objects imaginable. The utter absorption of every faculty in the duty performed by the
bathers, who are only intent upon saturating their bodies with the sacred waters, offers
an extraordinary contrast to the listless, indifferent air of the European spectators, who,
lazily reposing on their elephants, survey the scene at a convenient distance. A few
missionaries distributing copies of the Scriptures translated into the various dialects of the
East, are the only types of European intelligence that appear to take an interest in the
scene around them.

Frequently, upon this occasion, a large congregation of the magnates of the land is
assembled at Hurdwar. The Begum Sumroo, during her lifetime, would often make her
appearance, with a retinue of 1,000 horse and 1,500 infantry. Here, also, was wont to
assemble the Nawab of Nujibabad, the Rajahs of Ghuosgarh, Uchet, and Sadwa; the
Putteeala rajah and his vakeel, whose attendants were distinguished by their light yellow
turbans and sashes ; and the Rajah of Balespoor in the mountains: all of whom, the latter
especially, making it a point to traverse the fair mornings and evenings. The Balespoor
rajah usually appeared seated on a remarkably tall elephant, in a large howdah overlaid
with_plates of solid silver glistening in the sun, and covered with a pointed dome-like
canopy of scarlet, supported on four silver pillars richly embossed. He wore a large
white conical turban ; and amongst the jewels that adorned his person were two enormous
pearls, set as ear-rings, the hoops being of gold three inches in diameter. A servant sat
behind him, waving slowly, backwards and forwards over his head, a splendid chowrie,
or feather-fan, as an emblem of rank. Many of his relatives followed upon elephants
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caparisoned in various degrees of splendour, surrounded by horsemen showily dressed and
accoutred, capering and curvetting ahout. Besides these were the usual rabble route on
foot (the constant attendants upon Eastern sovereignty), crowding in the rear, heedless of
the vicious animals rearing and leaping on all sides, as their riders fired off muskets,
matchlocks, and pistols, and made the adjacent hills reverberate with the sound.

Among these wild but truly Oriental pageauts, Rhutz (four-wheeled carriages)
abound at the fair, the roofs covered with white linen or scarlet cloth, and terminating
with ornaments of gold or silver: these are chiefly occupied by women, six or eight of
whom are erowded into one vehicle; small curtained apertures at the sides, enabling
them to snatch hasty glances at the multitude around, without themselves being visible,
Troops of dancing-girls also establish themselves at Hurdwar during the fair, and are
to be seen performing either in front of the houses, or in the interior of the dwellings of
the rich inhabitants.

As soon as darkness sets in, the whole of the river, the town, and the inhabited
portion of the forest, present a continuous blaze of illuminations, the display being
varied by occasional bursts of fireworks. Nothing can be more pleasing than the effect
of the lamps, sparkling and gleaming between the trees; while the islands and woody
shores of the river are distinctly marked by innumerable vessels of oil, kindled and sent
floating down the stream.

At these immense annual gatherings the peace of the promiscuous multitnde is
usually preserved by a large detachment from the Sirmoor battalion of Goorkas, or
hill-rangers, who come down from their quarters at Deyrah Dhoon, and garrison one
of the islands in the centre of the river, where they are out of the way, and yet suffi-
ciently near to prevent disturbance. A considerable body of police, with the eivil
magistrates, are also present to enforce regulations for the preservation of order,

MUSSOOREE, OR MUSSOURIL

Leavive Hurdwar, the traveller may proceed up the valley of the Dhoon to the village of
Rajpoor, at the foot of the secondary chain of the Himalaya. Part of the road con-
ducts him through a thick forest of lofty trees, among which will be found the rhododen-
dron in full bloom : the underwood is composed of richly flowering plants, and the air
laden with the fragrance of the corunda, whose white starry blossoms are redolent
with perfume, In some places the road forms itself into an avenue, the branches of
the trees meeting overhead. In this beautiful valley, part of which is watered by a clear
stream shaded by alders, the twrf is enlivened by the amaranth, a bright searlet and
pink flower, and several species of the ranunculus. There are also found large bushes of
sage springing from a carpet of thyme, which gives out its aromatic odour to every
breeze.

The town of Deyrah, in this valley, is the station of the Goorka battalion of hill-
rangers, whose faithful and energetic services through the war of the sepoy revolt, has
been frequently and justly acknowledged by every commander under whom they have
fought. It has long been selected for the residence of the political agent of the province,
and has many advantages to boast of. Deyrah is celebrated for a temple, sacred to the
memory of a Hindoo devotee by whom it was founded ; but the chief claim of this
individual to favourable recollection, arises from the fact of his having constructed a
handsome stone tank, which oceupies an acre of ground, and is an ornamental as well as
useful boon to the inhabitants.

The ascent from Deyrah to Rajpoor is so gradual as to be hardly perceptible ; but
from the latter place it becomes more abrupt, the road winding along the sides. of
precipices of the most romantic character, craggy with roeks, and richly clothed with
trees that descend to the bottom of deep and almost unfathomable ravines, through
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which, however, the ear can detect the sound of gushing waters, as they pursue their
course through channels impervious to the eye of man.

Rajpoor is an exceedingly pretty village, sufficiently elevated to admit of a clear and
unobstructed view of the ever-beautiful Dhoon: near it are some natural curiosities
worth visiting, one being the dripping rock of Shansa Dhare. From a precipitous height
of overhanging cliff a stream descends in perpetual showers of crystal, each drop pro-
ducing a petrifaction : and the cliff being worn away by the continual action of the water,
assumes a cavernous appearance, formed entirely of spar. In this natural temple a
Brahmin has erected an altar, dedicated to Mahadeo (the Great God.) Opposite to this,
in another direction, is a spring containing a large proportion of sulphureous particles,
rising out of a mass of limestone, and tinging the adjacent stones with its colouring matter.
At Mala Pani, in the vicinity, is a monument erected to the memory of General Gillespie
and the officers who fell before the fortress of Kalunga, in the Goorka war of 1815,

The summit of the ridge on which Rajpore is situated, is elevated 8,000 feet above
the level of the sea, and from its utmost height a glorious burst of landscape is presented ;
the plains below stretching far and wide, bounded on either side by the Jumna and
the Ganges, which, at a distance of forty miles apart, pursue their tortuous career until
their silvery traces are lost in the meeting skies. After winding for several hundred
miles in a south-easterly direction, these beautiful rivers unite—the Jumna throwing
itself into the Ganges at Allahabad ; thus enclosing an extensive tract of country, called
the Dooab, which, by their fertilising waters, is rendered one of the most productive
districts in India.

Turning in another direction to the mountain scenery, height rises upon height,
intersecting valleys appear interminable, and the mind is wrapped in astonishment and
awe, as the gigantic wonders of the vast scene are unfolded. Mussooree, the site of a
station which is now one of the chief resorts of visitors from the plains, stands at an
elevation of 7,500 feet above the level of the sea, and is situated on the southern face of
the ridge called the Landour range, overlooking a village of that name, which has been
selected for the establishment of a military sanitarium for officers and soldiers of the
Bengal army who may have lost their health in the plains. Mussooree, in consequence
of the great rvesort of invalids, is rapidly inereasing in size and importance; but the
dwellings erected by the European residents have been compared, not inaptly, to gulls’
nests on the side of a cliff. There is so little table-land—the level plain; composed of a
few square yards, being chiefly cut out of the rock—that the foundations of many of the
cottages are built up with masonry at the edge of precipices, and there is scarcely an
enclosed piece of ground round any dwelling. The roads are marrow, and in many
places scooped out of the sides of steeps of the most fearful-looking nature; yet, so
speedily does the eye become accustomed to the appearance of danger, that ladies gallop
along them without experiencing any apprehension.

The Mussooree heights are composed of tramsition limestone, very craggy and bold,
and argillaceous schistus, the slate exceedingly erumbling ; there is also a large vein of
trap in its valleys. No great expense is incurred in the building of houses at Mus- |.
sooree; the abundance of timber in its immediate vieinity affording all necessary wood-
work in inexhaustible quantities, among which the oak and rhododendron—the latter
attaining the size of a forest-tree—are prominent. Some Europeans have been rather
unfortunate in the site of their houses; others, more happily placed, are sheltered from
the north wind, which, passing over the snowy mountains, exercises a chilling influence
over everything exposed to its keen blasts. The trees on the northern side of the range
are stunted and withered ; but luxuriance and beauty characterise the south—the one
side being covered with rhododendrons, rich with flowers ; while the other is gloomy, with
a clothing of sombre pines.

The rhododendron tree bears a magnificent crimson flower, and forms one of the
~ most beautiful as well as the most prominent features of the scene. The cherry, pear,
and barberry are also found. The first European mansion constructed at Mussooree
belonged to a Colonel Young, commanding a Goorka corps stationed in the Dhoon. It
was called by the undignified appellation of the Potato-garden, in consequence of a
plantation of that useful vegetable; and remained for years the only habitation of the
kind upon the hill. The house was prettily situated, perched upon the summit of one of
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the lower knolls, that cluster together, and rise one above the other from the Mus-
sooree range.

The neighbouring valleys and ridges afford to the lovers of field-sports, domiciled at
Mussooree, abundant opportunities for procuring every sort of game, although there is
doubtless some difficulty in the pursuif of it. The pheasants are exceedingly numerous,
and of great size and beauty.

The station assumes a very interesting appearance at night, with the lights from its
numerous houses sprinkled about the hill-sides, and the fires which native servants
kindle on the ground wherever they can find space. Many of the builders of houses
among the Mussooree hills appear to have been solely influenced in the choice of a site
by the prospect it commands; others, however, have looked more to the eligibility and
convenience of the situation as regards water; for though the mountain streams may be
heard, and are even seen, meandering through the bed of the ravine immediately below
the windows, they are not accessible but with much cost of time and labour; and the
necessary supply of water frequently becomes very expensive, on account of the carriage.

Iistates here are purchased or rented on lease from the rajah of the district, who is
very willing to let to strangers, land which has hitherto contributed little or nothing to his
annual revenue. - Spots thus taken are indicated by a board bearing the proprietor’s name,
who thus frequently possesses himself of a large and beautiful estate, consisting, perhaps,
of a whole hill covered with forest-trees, and stocked with abundanee of game ; of which
he is sole master, subject only to some regulations which have been found necessary to
prevent the wanton demolition of timber. In the dearth of amusement, it has been
known that the cutting down trees, either for fuel, or merely for the purpose of watching
their fall, has formed the employment of vacant minds ; but of late years, such senseless
pastime has been restricted; and those who would have disregarded the appeal of taste
and propriety, have been compelled to bow to the prohibitory mandate of superior
authority.

THE ABBEY AND HILLS FROM NEAR MUSSOOREE.

AvrrrovcH the general appearance of Mussooree might have been much improved by
more tasteful arrangements on the part of the early residents, yet there are many habita-
tions in the locality which possess a considerable portion of picturesque beauty; and
amongst these the mansion which, with greater regard for European associations than
for local propriety, has been entitled “The Abbey,” stands conspicuous.

The abbey at Mussooree occupies a very commanding site, apart from all other
habitations, on the extreme summit of a rugged mountain. During the fine weather,
the prospects obtained from its elevated situation much more than compeusate for any
disadvantage; but, in the wet season, it is completely enveloped in mist, and
damp clonds penetrate through every aperture. The intrusion of fog into a house is
sufficiently disagreeable; but in these altitudes the clouds take the same liberty; and
suddenly, if sitting in an apartment with the door or window open, the inhabitants often
find themselves wrapped in a very poetical but very inconvenient garment. The storms,
also, experienced in these elevated situations are exceedingly terrific; occasionally they
rage below the residence, encircling some sublime peak of the Landour range; but at
other times they pour their unbroken fury on the devoted mansion and its terrified
inhabitants—the thunder peals amidst the snow-storm, while lightning flashes around
like a continuous sheet of fire, and a tremendous hurricane threatens destruction to
whatever opposes its progress.

The extent of mischief occasioned by these elementary conflicts is often very great in
these exposed regions; and it is with fear and trembling that, after the fury of the
storm has passed by, the inhabitants venture forth to survey the havoc that traces its path.




|
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On one side are seen trees torn up by their roots; on another are rocks wrenched from
their foundations, and precipitated down the side of the mountain, carrying with them,
|in their descent to some dark abyss, the soil and vegetation in their path. Sheep and
| poultry are scattered about lifeless, crushed by the descending mass; and it has oceca-
| sionally happened, that human life also has been found equally insecure among these
| alpine heights.
| In consequence of the frequent mutations of Anglo-Indian society, the abbey has
more than once changed its owner, but has always been considered a desirable property,
notwithstanding its exposure to all the winds of heaven. It is scarcely possible to have a
finer or more extended view than that which is commanded from the windows. The
| gigantic Choor is visible to the right, capped with snow, which remains unmelted during
the greater part of the year; while, on every side, hills and valleys, in endless succession,
present flourishing villages, surrounded with rich cultivation, scattered hamlets, and
thick forests. To the left, a partial glance at the Dhoon and the plains beyond close the
| prospect; while, in the distance, the river Jumna can be seen threading the mazes of
the champaign country, and marking its course by a thread of silver.
During the months of July and August the rain falls almost incessantly, and the
inhabitants of Mussooree are compelled to find amusement within the shelter of their
homes. At this period the views from the abbey are naturally circumseribed ; but good
fires impart a glow of genial warmth and comfort to the weather-bound ; and whenever

| the sky clears up, the most beautiful effects are visible in the scenery, either wholly or
partially unveiled by the sunbeams breaking through the clouds. A lover of nature
domiciled in one of these altitudes will always find something to interest him and
command attention in the numerous changes which take place in different states of the

| atmosphere, imparting endless variety to scenery always sublime. Sunrise is accom-
panied by the highest degree of splendour in these alpine regions, lighting up the mountain-
brows with gold, and flinging over the snowy range afar off those gorgeous hues which
only the hand of nature can display. Then, as the mists curl upwards, and the veil is
drawn from the face of the earth, the distant towns and villages gradually appear, and
give to the rich and varied landscape the charm of almost fairy-like beauty. Such
are amongst the attractions of the hill station of Mussooree.

THE HIMALAYAS—SNOWY RANGE FROM LANDOUR. |
Tae Himalaya Mountains, signifying by name “the abode of snow,” form the |
tremendous barrier which, stretching from the Indus on the north-west, to the Brama-
pootra on the south-east, divides the plains of Hindoostan from the wilds of Thibet and
Tartary. This chain of mountains comprises numerous ranges, extending in different
directions west of the Indus. One of its ramifications, running in a still more westerly
direction, is known to the Afghans by the name of the Hindoo-Koosh, the whole
stupendous range being merely broken by the Indus. From the north-east point of
Cashmere it takes a south-eastern course, stretching along the sources of all the Punjab.
rivers, except the Sutlej, where it separates the hilly portion of the Lahore province
from those tracts which have been designated, in modern geography, Little Thibet. |
Still pursuing the same direction, it crosses the heads of the Ganges and Jumna, and
forces their currents towards a southward channel. Farther east, the chain is supposed
to be less continnous, it being the generally received opinion that it is penetrated by the
Gunduck, the Arun, the Cosi, and the Teesta rivers. Beyond thelimits of Bootan, the
course of the chain extending into an unexplored country, it can be traced no longer;
but the supposition is in favour of its running to the Chinese sea, skirting the northern
frontier of the provinces of Quangsi and Quantong, and lessening in height as it

approaches the east. The portion of this extensive chain which borders Hindoostan,
III. (o}
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rises to an elevation far exceeding that of any other mountains in the world, in some
places forming an impassable barrier to the countries beyond, and rendering their extent
a matter of conjecture only. The breadth of the snowy chain varies in different parts

 between the Sutlej and the Ganges; but it has been estimated at about eighty miles

from the plains of Hindoostan to those of Thibet. The heights of this splendid barrier are
unsurmountable by man ; but in some places, the beds of rivers which intersect it afford

 access to its wild and gloomy fastnesses; and as a few have succeeded in penetrating the

gigantic mass, there is a possibility that the efforts of science and daring combined, may
yet force a passage through the rocks and snows of these desert wastes. The ranges of
hills, extending in a southerly direction from the Himalaya, are divided into numerous
principalities to the eastward of the Sutlej—Sirmoor, Gurhwal, Kumaon, Nepaul ; and
many others are to be found, several of which were unknown to the European inhabitants
of India previous to the Goorka wars of 1815.

The plains of India may with justice be deemed one vast prison, in which the sun,
aided at one period of the year by the hot winds, acts the part of gaoler. It is only
during a brief interval in the morning and evening, that exercise can be taken with
impunity, except during the cold season ; and even then a carriage or a horse is required.
Emancipation, therefore, from these restraints—a feeling of power to wander at will in
the open air, and the invigorating influence of a bracing atmosphere, combine to
render individuals, on their arrival at Mussoorce, like captives newly liberated from a
dungeon, or schoolboys breaking loose from their forms. :

From Mussooree a road has been cut at the elevation of 7,000 feet above the sea
level, that completely encircles the height chosen for the sanitarium of Landour; per-
mitting the residents to make an easy excursion of about four miles, either on horseback
or on foot ; every step of the way being fraught with objects of beauty and interest.

In no place can the snowy range of the Himalaya be seen to more advantage than

| from the western side of Landour; the distance being about thirty miles. From this

point it rises with a majesty and distinctness which is in some measure lost when the
traveller, at a neaver approach, becomes shut in as it were amid lofty peaks, which circum-

 seribe his view; and where, in consequence of the extraordinary purity of the atmos-

phere, they, especially soon after sunrise, appear to the eye much nearer than they really
are. The intermediate country is then veiled in mist, spreading like a lake; and the
snowy eminences beyond, rising from its margin, when lighted up by the slanting rays
of the sun, seem as if they could be gained by an easy effort: it is not until those silvery
mists have cleared away, and the sun shines out with broader splendour, revealing the
true state of the case, that the illusion is dispelled. Dhawallaghiri (the white mountain),
in which the river Gunduck has its source, is considered to be the most lofty of these
peaks: its height has not been exactly determined; but accounts that are esteemed
accurate, render it 27,400 feet above the level of the sea. Jumnoutri and Gungoutri,
whence the Jumna and the Ganges have their birth, are next in proportion, both exceed-
ing 24,000 feet; but the last-named is the most highly honoured by the natives, some of
whom affirm, that on its topmost summit Mahadeo has erected his throne ; while others
reverence the whole mountain as the god.

Villages are to be found at an elevation of 14,000 feet; but dwelling at this altitude
is not healthy, and the inhabitants have a wretched and attenuated appearance.  Culti-
vation has been carried, in some places, 500 feet higher; and vegetation does not totally
cease until stopped, at the height of 16,000 feet, by that eternal barrier of snow which
asserts supreme dominion over the sullen wastes above,

From another point of Landour the eye embraces the splendid range of mountains
through which the sacred river forces its impetuous course—now fretting along a narrow

¢hannel, which it has worn amid the rocks; and now flinging itself down in glittering |
volumes from ridge to ridge; until at length, emerging from the hills, it is seen winding |

and wandering along the level country in curves of beauty, which the eye may trace
until they are lost in distance. |
From the crest of the Sowa Khola ridge, at a short distance from Landour, the whole
valley of Deyrah Dhoon, the small Sewalik range which encloses it to the south, and the
dim plains of Saharunpoor still further in the distance, burst upon the delighted vision ;
the snowy mountains forming a magnificent background, and the monarch of the ‘







THE INDIAN EMPIRE ILLUSTRATED. 11

secondary belt—the sublime Choor—standing out in bold relief; while in the vast
| expanse of plain, the silver lines of the Ganges and Jumma are seen shining through
the haze.

SNOWY RANGE FROM TYNEE.

| In India, it has long been considered a natural consequence of the position, that all
‘ adventurous persons who take up their head-quarters at any of the hill-stations, should
make excursions through the mountain passes beyond; and it has not unfrequently
happened that some, more enterprising than others of the migratory tribe, have pene-
trated to the sources of the Ganges and the Jumna. When projecting a tour in the
Himalayas, with the latter object in view, it is always desirable that a party of three or
| more Europeans should unite, each providing himself with some eight or ten servants,
who in turn require the assistance of a strong corps of coolies, or porters. They must
provide themselves with tents, sure-footed ponies, and chairs, called jhampans ; the bearers
who carry them on their shoulders on poles, being called jhampanis. It is not always easy
| to induce the natives to engage in these expeditions. Despite their servile obsequiousness,
| they look upon the Feringhees—who are not content with the comforts they might enjoy
| under a good roof, and voluntarily expose themselves to hardships and privations solely
| from an absurd admiration of mountains, rocks, trees, and horrid snows—as little better
| than madmen. Accordingly, the instant that any disastrous circumstances occur—when
| food and fuel become scarce, the cold intense, and the prospect threatening—a general
strike is almost certain to take place; and these mutinies are only suppressed by returning
fine weather, the opportune acquisition of a fat sheep, or the materials for a good fire;
discontent gradually subsiding under the genial inflnence of sunshine, roast mutton, or
| even the blaze without the meat. : _
| The perils to be encountered from cold, hunger, and rebellion, are notorious among
| travellers; but a natural ardour in the pursuit of the picturesque renders such contin-
| gencies of minor importance; and the tourists should start from Mussooree in good
| spirits, and with a determination to accomplish the object for which they set out. Very
shortly after the commencement of their travels, they will reach the spot whence the
accompanying view was taken.

Tynee, or Marma, stands at an elevation of about 10,000 feet, and affords an
opportunity for enjoying in full perfection the sublimity of mountain scenery. The
foreground of the vast picture is composed of a ridge richly covered with timber (the

| growth of ages), and contrasting, by its dark foliage, with the barer eminences around,
which, rising in all directions, appear as if the tumultuous waves of a stormy ocean had
‘ suddenly been frozen into solidity; while the forest, standing forth in the midst, looks

like a peninsula stretching far into the billows. Beyond this wild and confused sea of
| | mountains, arise, in calmer majesty, vast towering piles of stainless snow, which,
from whatever point they may be viewed, never fail to inspire sentiments of admira-
tion and of awe. The higher cluster of white peaks near the centre are those of Bunda-
’ pooch, above Jumnoutri, the source of the Jumna. To the right are the Rudra Hima-

] ( laya, near Guugoutri, whence springs the Ganges ; and still further to the east, the |

loftiest of the peaks, the Dhawallaghiri, may sometimes be discovered at a distance of 250
I miles, rearing its snowy coronet, and looking down from its height of 27,000 feet upon the
| pigmy world below; while far to the east and west, the hoary tributaries of the giant

! straining sight. Although the distance from the spot whence this view is taken, to the

‘ nearest mountains of the snowy range, is not more than thirty miles, it requires a
fatiguing journey of many days to reach them, and involves a route of at least ninety

‘ miles. Several persons have succeeded in forcing a passage to the northward of those
hills ; but the peaks themselves are yet untrodden by human feet.

mountain stretch their snowy eminences in space until they melt into air, and are lost to |
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In the progress of the journey the scene becomes wild, and frequently impressive,
the valley narrowing as the travellers advance, and the rocks on either side rising with
greater abruptness: the stream which flows along the path is sometimes boiling over
rocks, making a sea of foam ; at others diving into ravines, and gurgling amidst impene-
trable darkness. Occasionally, the savage landscape is relieved by spots of a calmer nature
—the castle of some mountain rajah crowning with picturesque beauty a lofty crag, with
greensward beneath sloping down to the water, embellished with scattered trees, and
approached over a carpet of thyme studded with flowers of every hue, whose fragrance
is borne upon the loitering air. The scene changes, and the travellers are sur-
rounded with precipitous rocks—the level space circumscribed to a few yards; and
cascades are roaring and tumbling about in every direction. One particular day’s march
may be described as peculiarly attractive.

The first part conducts the tourists through a narrow gorge, walled on either side by
fantastic rocks, and wooded with fine alders, the stream rolling deep beneath their feet ;
while the path is overhung by dreadful precipices, toppling crags now and then
threatening to follow the huge fragments that have already fallen, and to crush whatever
impedes their progress : then the scene widens, and a natural terrace shaded by splendid
mulberry-trees, offers rest and repose—the rocks scattering themselves around, and
being traversed at one place by a foaming cataract. Ascending a steep and rugged
eminence, up rock and crag, another halting-place of table-land is reached, adorned
with fine clesnut-trees, and commanding an extensive view backed 'by the snowy
ranges; while immediately below appears a rich confusion of waterfalls, wild preci-
pices, and luxuriant foliage. The air here is delightfully cool and bracing; and the
meal that awaits the tourists in their halting-place will be heartily enjoyed.

From this point the savage aspect of the route is seldom relieved by scenes of
gentle beauty; the ranges of hills, crossing and apparently jostling each other in
unparelleled confusion, being all rugged, steep, and difficult to thread ; some divided from
the rest by wide but rough valleys, their summits crowned by forests of venerable
growth; while others, more sharp and precipitous, are nothing more than ravines
descending suddenly to an appalling depth—bare solid rocks, several hundred feet
in height, or dark with wood, and apparently formed by the torrents that, in the course
of ages, have worn for themselves a passage through these gloomy passes. In such a
country, cultivation is difficult; small patches of ground can alone be reclaimed from
the wilderness, and agriculture is carried on with unremitting toil for very inefficient
results,

THE VILLAGE OF NAREE.

WrEeErREVER human habitation is found in the course of a tour through the Himalaya,

ample proof is afforded of the inveterate nature of the prejudice entertained by the |

people of the mountains against personal cleanliness; and yet the Puharies (as the
hill people are called), though, perhaps, not equal in mental capacity to the inhabi-
tants of the plains, exhibit no want of intelligence, and are easily made to comprehend
the means of procuring for themselves additional comforts to their scanty stock: but
there is one quality essentially necessary to render them agreeable to European visitors—
which is unteachable ; and that is, cleanliness !

_ Dirt, and all its odious concomitants, appear to give zest to the existence of the
Puharie; and thus, while strangers pause to admire the picturesque appearance of their

villages, the ingennity displayed in the construction of the houses, and the convenient

arrangement of some of the interiors, they are deterred from anything approaching to
close contact either to men or dwellings, by the vermin and horrible smells that invariably
accompany both.
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The number of houses composing the village of Naree is small; the primitive hamlets, |

of the hill districts not usually exceeding twenty-five or thirty, and the, families being
in the same proportion. The advantages of the division of labour not being yet under-
stood, all the mechanical arts belonging to one trade are carried on by the same indi-
vidual, who transmits his occupation to his descendants. The greater number of these
mountaineers call themselves Rajpoots—i.e., descendants of rajahs; but they are not
able to show any legitimate claim to the title—a degenerate race, seldom springing from
warlike ancestry. From whatever circumstance it may be caused, it is clear they do not
exhibit the intrepidity, hardihood, and enterprise which usually characterise people who
inhabit alpine regions; but their timidity and apathy are not so offensive as their total
want of manly sentiment. Notwithstanding the absence of refinement of feeling in the
Hindoo character generally, the people of the plains manifest a high sense of honour:
their marriages may be contracted without respect to that mutual affection which seems
so requisite for the security of domestic happiuness; but they regard female chastity as an
essential ; and, if not so easily roused to jealousy as the Mohammedans, will not brook
dishonour, and will sacrifice themselves, and those nearest and dearest to them, rather
than see their women degraded. On the hills, on the contrary, no sort of respect is paid
to the sex: women are looked upon as expensive articles, since every man must purchase
his wife ; and in order to diminish the cost attendant upon the acquisition and support of
the domestic slave, four or five brothers will join in a partnership for the joint possession
of the woman. The demand being small, it is generally supposed that the infanticide
common to many of the Rajpoot tribes is practised chiefly with regard to daughters; since
the proportion of unmarried females in the houses of their parents, is far less than it
would be if the number of female children reared bore any proportion to that of the
males. The Hindoo of the plains, though sunk in sensuality, occasionally evinces some

susceptibility of high feeling ; but nothing of the kind can exist amidst a people who,

like the Puharies, can neither understand or appreciate the charm of female purity ; while

the women, so long as the abominable system of polygamy prevails (which, from time

immemorial, has been established in the Himalaya), must inevitably remain in their

present abject and unnatural condition.

THE BRIDGE AT BHURKOTE.

In travelling through the hill districts, tourists are continually surprised into a remark |
respecting the changeful nature of the scenery on their line of march; and it is difficult |
to attempt even a brief description of the country without frequent repetition of the |
observations to which such sudden alternations in the landscape naturally give rise. |
Ascending or descending, the transitions from heat to cold, and wice versd, are fre-
quently very sudden and unexpected—the tourist being sometimes annoyed by the |
incumbrance of clothing while passing through a Jdeep and sunny valley, and envying |
the freedom of the native attendants, who make no scruple of divesting themselves
of ﬁver{dsuperﬂuous garment ; at other times, and within a few hours, actually shivering ,I
with cold. <
The features of the landscape are subjected to equally striking mutations: a horrid |
region of barren rocks, bare and bleak, without a trace of vegetation, surmounted by
beetling cliffs frowning in unreclaimed sterility, afford an awful portraiture of desolation |

and famine. No living creature is to be seen in these dismal solitudes—neither bird nor |

beast intruding on the rugged wild. The pass threaded, some steep and rocky pathway
is ascended, when, gaining the summit of a ridge, the traveller looks down for several
hundred feet upon a tangled scene—trees scattering themselves between the rocks,
through which an impetuous torrent rushes with dash and foam: anon emerging into |
green and smiling pastures, enamelled with flowers, and shaded with fruit-trees; amid |

|
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which some interesting memorial of the ingenuity and industry of man meets the eye:
such, for instance, as the bridge at Bhurkote, which, in its way, is a perfect specimen
of the architecture of the Himalayan engineers.

When, as in the case of the stream at Bhurkote, the space is too wide to be spanned
by single trees, the banks on either side are brought nearly to a level by means of stone
buttresses of solid construction ; these are surmounted by rows of stout beams laid close
to each other, one end projecting about one-fourth of their extreme length across the
stream, and the other firmly secured to ferra firma. Over them another row of beams is
placed, projecting still further, and supported by those below; and- in this manner the
sides are raised, floor above floor, until the vacant space between may be crossed by
single planks. The whole is very skilfully put together—neither glue, nails, or ropes
being employed ; the absence of those articles, and the tools which a European work-

| man would consider necessary for any structure of the kind, being supplied in a very

ingenious manner by contrivances that are quite sufficient for the purpose. Even the
masonry is occasionally bound together with a framework of wood, employed as a substi-
tute for mortar, and so admirably managed as to give great strength and solidity to the
fabric. The platform across is furnished on either side with rails; but although they
afford some appearance of safety, the springing motion of the planks, and the rapidity of
the current that hurries along the rocky bed beneath, render considerable steadiness

of brain necessary in crossing. This bridge is constructed of a species of larch, and the |

river is shaded by some very fine alders, which here attain a gigantic size.

VIEW NEAR KURSALEE. «

ArproacHING Kursalee (a well-built village on the route to the glen of the Jumna), the
immense assemblage of mountains—range swelling upon range—again forcibly suggests
an idea of the waves of a mighty ocean lashed into fury and rearing their billows on high,
until, suddenly checked by an All-powerful hand, they cease their wrath, and are stilled
into sullen, motionless majesty. The clothing of these hill-sides favours the idea, by
adding considerably to their wave-like appearance, and presenting altogether a chaotic
mass of wild and singular grandeur.

The road to the village passes through a noble forest, in which the oak and the
rhododendron mingle freely with the pine; and, on emerging from the woody labyrinth,
opens abruptly upon the Jumna, as it sweeps round the base of a lofty mountain
covered with wood to its topmost height. Descending thence to a little valley, the
route lies along the side of gentle eminences in a high state of cultivation ; amid which,
shaded by a grove of fruit-trees, stands a temple in one of the most beautiful situations
imaginable—an opening between the neighbouring hills, at the same time, affording a
fine view of the snowy mountains, and of a cascade that conveys their welcome tribute

the evidence of human occupation. Apricots in abundance, of the largest size, offer
their juicy ripeness to the hand, and enclosures of flowering hedge-rows contribute their
fragrance to enhance the charms of the prospect.

The scenery of the glen of the Jumna 1s, without question, exceedingly beautiful,
and scarcely to be paralleled throughout the mountain-range. One portion of the

| route from Kursalee is up a steep ascent, winding through woods of oak and rhodo-

dendron, which extend a whole mile. Upon reaching the summit, a grand prospect of
the snowy peaks is obtained from Bundapooch to the right, and Bachunch to the left—
the view below being wide and varied, showing the course of the Jumna to the scuth-

| to the plains. The valley, in addition to its natural beauties, has a neat appearance— |

west, until it is lost in distance. The mountain-ridge now traversed is white with snow; |

but many of the surrounding peaks, which rise still higher, are, on account of their
greater steepuess, and shaft-like summits, of the most deep and sombre hue. Descend-
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ing from this elevation, a beautiful tract of forest land, of a perfectly new character,
- spreads out before the traveller—the trees being ash, sycamore, horse-chesnut, bamboo,
and the wild pomegranate, which here grow in rich luxuriance, at the elevation of 6,867
feet above the level of the sea.
At a short distance from Kursalee is a celebrated hot spring, issuing from the bed of
a torrent that falls into the Jumna, at a place called Banass. This torrent bursts from
the cleft of one of a range of mountains which hem in a small valley, or rather dell, and
‘ rushes down, in one unbroken volume, from a height of eighty feet. The hot spring
rises from the base of an opposite mountain, and mingles its waters with those of its
‘ colder but more impetuous neighbour. The water is of scalding temperature, and will
| not admit of the immersion of the hands or feet for a single moment, the thermometer
standing at 144° when placed in the nearest part of the spring to the rock from whence
it issues. The water is pure and tasteless; but the stones it flows over are dis-
| coloured, and encrusted with a black substance. The rocks from which it issues are
all quartz, surrounded by gneiss and mica schist on every side, except that on which
the torrent falls. This spot is considered by the Hindoos to be exceedingly holy, and
| the devotees are frequently rapt in a pious ecstasy, happy in the belief that they have
secured the road to heaven by offering worship in this extraordinary dell.
The width of the channel allowing the river to spread at this place, renders the
stream less tumultuous than either above or below; and its comparatively tranquil
surface forms a pleasing contrast to the furious tributary which rushes headlong into it.
| The rocks, piling themselyves one above another in fantastic confusion, are a shelter for
| thousands of pigeons, which, when disturbed, flock out in clouds; and, amid a scene so

fitting for such a guest, the gigantic elk of the mountains finds a favourite haunt.
| The country around partakes of the same wild and savagely-romantic character. Paths,
| rough and dangerous, ascend and descend along the sides of precipitous heights, down to

ravines whose gloom is never dispelled by the rays of the sun; then, winding upwards,
| they lead to a halting-place on some rugged ledge, or natural terrace, where the hunter
- may take- his stand and watch for an opportunity to slay the musk deer, which, though
| searce and shy, are sometimes within his reach; while the tourist, in search of the
| picturesque, looks from heights, of hundreds, or even thousands of feet, to trace the
| course of some wandering stream, ere it flings itself in echoing cascades to some dark
| abyss below. The foliage of these tremendous solitudes harmonises well with the
| character of the scene—luxuriant, sombre, and heavy; but enlivened by magnificent
| clusters of white roses, and enriched by the innumerable family of ferns, which, mingled
with a bright variety of flowers, spring, as it were, to welcome the footsteps of man.

KURSALEE.

| Tag village of Kursalee stands at the height of 7,860 feet above the sea-level, and is one
| of the largest of the class usually found in the Himalaya, consisting of at least thirty
houses, with a population amounting to about 300 persons. It is seated on a plain or
considerable dimensions, on the left bank of the rocky ravine which forms the channel
of the Jumna, surrounded by an amphitheatre of mountains, piled one upon anofher—
some dark with rock and forest, and others shining in all the bright resplendence of
eternal snow. The village is reached by an extremely steep and rugged road. Although
the winters are severe, and the temperature always low, Kursalee is a place not only of
great beauty, but of abundance ; being cultivated into a perfect garden well wooded with
luxuriant froit-trees, which, while they add attraction to the landscape, are pleasingly
agsociated with ideas of wealth and comfort among those who live beneath their shade.
Kursalee, notwithstanding its limited population, is a flourishing village, full of
temples and Brahmins—the latter always establishing themselves in great numbers near
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haunts in most repute with pilgrims resorting to the sacred sources of the Jumna

and the Ganges; from whose pockets the holy fraternity contrive to pick a very tolerable

subsistence. Some of the temples at Kursalee are said to have been miraculously

raised by the gods themselves, and, of course, acquire superior sanctity from that circum-

stance. They are adorned, according to the zeal and means of the devotees, with orna-

ments of varied deseription; among which are musical instruments, and rude images of
every imaginable form and material. The horns of deer are also favourite decorations,

both of temples and tombs, among the people of the hill districts, who attach some

peculiar virtue to such sylvan trophies, and believe that they exercise mysterious

influence over their present and future fortunes. In addition to the worship of the

numerous deities introduced by the Brahmins of the plains, these mountaineers have a

very extensive catalogne of superstitions peculiarly their own; and they offer religious

worship to a variety of symbolical representations of good or evil beings, which their

imaginations have invested with productive and controlling power. The cow is reverenced

by all; although its sacred character does not exempt it from hard work; it being

employed in the laborious operations of agriculture, in the manner pursued by the more

orthodox Hindoos of the plains; but in the hills it is better treated, and is fed and
tended with much greater care than the ill-used animal mocked by the worship of the
former, who often, despite their veneration, prove cruel task-masters to the sacred
animal.

Some fine pieces of land, attached to the village, are wholly appropriated to the main-
tenance of the temples and their priests; and the images in some of the places used for
worship, are remarkably well executed. At Lakha Kundul (a beautiful village near
Kursalee), a religious edifice, dedicated to the Pandoo deities of Ellora, contains a bullock
couchant, in black marble, of life-size, sculptured with astonishing fidelity and masterly
execution, by some hand that has perhaps been powerless for ages, as it bears indications
of very remote antiquity. -

The people of Kursalee have become much accustomed to the visits of Buropean
strangers on their route to the source of the Jumna; and it is the custom for the
principal inhabitants to come out to meet the pilgrims, of whatever religion, who pass
through the village. The Hindoos of these districts are exceedingly tolerant in their
faith, and are, generally speaking, eager to extend the benefits to be obtained from their
gods to everybody that comes in their way. Accordingly, all who choose to submit to the
operation, are daubed on the forehead with a distinguishing mark of yellow ochre,
denoting the peculiar sect of the operator; into which the bedaubed disciple is supposed
to be admitted or regenerated by the act. The Hindoo servants of European strangers
joyfully avail themselves of such a testimonial of their near approach to what they con-
sider one of the most holy places in the world. Christian tourists of course dispense
with the ceremony ; but while they omit the mark of reverence for the pagan deities of
the place, the hill people are far from appreciating their reasons for refusal, and do not
believe that motives of science or mere curiosity can have induced them to expose them-
selves to toils and dangers which, in their opinion, religious zeal is alone sufficient to
account for,

VIEW ON THE JUMNA—THE SANGHA BRIDGE, NEAR
JUMNOOTREE, OR JUMNOUTRI.

Trovcn the distance from Kursalee to Jumnootree is only eight miles, the difficulties
and hazards of the route render it a very arduous journey for European tourists.
Starting from the usual resting-place, at a short distance from the former village, they
very soon enter upon a tortuous, uneven path of varied altitude, sometimes having |
nothing but a notched tree by which to ascend to a traversable ledge above them; at
others, ecompelled to wander backwards and forwards, through the shallow bed of a
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stream, as either side offers the prospect of better footing; and not unfrequently having

| | to pursue their route, step by step, on stones projecting from the midst of the torrent
- that crosses the direct line of progress. This devious way, however, is at length amply

| compensated for by a snecession of exceedingly beautiful cascades ; the Jumna being here, |
in several places, joined by tributary streams, tumbling from immense heights, and the |
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precipitous masses of rocks on either side possessing a still greater degree of noble
grandeur. Completely shut in by these mountain-ranges, which rise abraptly on both

the snowy peaks beyond. The eourse of the river is here little more than a mere chasm
in the rock, cut and worn by the action of the water in its continuous flow through
bygone ages. In some places, the solid masses, on either side, rise almost perpendicular

.| to an extraordinary height, and are occasionally so far overhanging, as to render the

opening at the top more narrow than the space below; forming a dark pass—the foliage
- of trees springing from clefts and shallow beds of earth, meeting at the summit. At each
step the path becomes more difficalt and laborious: deep pools oblige the traveller to
mount to the top of a precipice, and presently to leap down again from before heights
too steep to he surmounted ; while, at every movement, the danger of being precipitated
into the rapid waters, boiling and foaming below, is increased. - Then again it becomes
necessary to clamber up loose fragments of cliff of a gigantic size, which appear to have

| been tumbled from above purposely to block the way; and then to secramble through a
| shifting sea of crumbling stones bedded in quagmire, and exceedingly difficult to pass

where frees, that are occasionally laid along to form a pathway, are wanting.
It is not very often that the traveller in the Himalaya will find himself accommo-

dated with such a bridge as the one already described at Bhurkote ; and repairs being
\ considered as works of supererogation throughout the greater part of Asia, the chances
| are strongly against his crossing even that after a very few years of use.
The most common contrivance in the hill districts, when the stream is sufficiently
narrow to admit of its employment, is the sangha, the rudest of all rude conceptions of
| bridge architecture. No oue being at the trouble to repair a work that is for the use of
every one, these sanghas are usually in an exceedingly perilous condition; and side
' rails being quite out of the question, the narrow footway, only sufficient to admit of the
passage of one traveller at a time, offers a method of crossing a torrent that is neither
| easy or agreeahle. 'Where two projecting rocks are found facing each other, they are
- employed as the supports of a couple of fir-trees, the ends resting on either side. Upon
these a pathway is constructed of boughs laid transverse, without any fastening or care in
the arrangement of them to prevent gaps, or secure a level footpath. So long as the
traveller can keep in the centre of this awkward apology for a bridge, he may be tolerably
safe ; but the moment that he places his foot either to the right or to the left, he is in
| danger of being precipitated into the torrent below, by the bough on which he is
| treading tilting up at the opposite end. Persons possessing the very steadiest head, find
| their nerves severely tried in these difficult passes: few can look upon the impetuous
| current beneath them, and preserve any accuracy of vision: the best plan, therefore, is
| to fix the eyes upon some object on the opposite side, and to walk firmly and steadily
along, since there is neither parapet nor guiding rail ; and, in a high wind, the frail bridge
| is so fearfully swayed, that even the mountaineers themselves refuse to cross it. Many
| accidents, of course, occur; and, as not only men, but baggage of various kinds is
| occasionally conveyed across, it would be surprising if they did not. The Mussulman
- servants and Hindoos from the plains, who attend the tourists upon these excursions, look
- upon the tottering expedient with undisguised horror ; and nothing but a sense of shame,
and the fear of ridicule, can induce them to make an attempt to cross.
It is not every European who sallies from the hill-stations on an exploring expe-
dition, that fulfils