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“ We are told by the Grecian writers, that the Indians were ther 
“ wifeft of nations; and in moral wifdom, they were certainly emi- 
“ nent: their Niti Sajlra, or Syftem of Ethicks, is yet preferved; 
“ and the Fables of Vijhnufarman, whom we ridiculoufty call 
“ Pilpay, are the moft beautiful, if not the moft ancient, colle&ion 
“ of apologues in the world : they were firft tranflated from the 
“ Sanfcrit, in the fixth century, by the order of Buzerchumihr, or 
<( Bright as the Sun, the chief phyfician and afterwards Vezir of the 
<( great Anujhirevan, and are extant under various names in more 
<( than twenty languages 5 but their original title is Hitopadefa, or 
(i Amicable InJlruElion: and, as the very exigence of Efop, whom 
c< the Arabs believe to have been an Abyjjinian, appears rather 
tc doubtful, I am not dif!ndined to fuppofe, that the firft moral 
“fables, which appeared in Europe, were of Indian or Ethiopian 
<( origin.”—See the Third Difcourfe on the Hindus, Vol. I.



h i t 6 p a d £ sa*.

THE

IN TRO D U CTIO N .

Praife to G a'nesa '.

M A Y  fuccefs attend the actions of good men, 
by the favour of thaj mighty God, on whofe 
head a portion of the moon appears written 
with the froth of the Ganga !

* Hitopadesa is compounded of hita and upcidesa. Hita 
signifies fortune, prosperity, utility ; and dear, or beloved: the 
compound may therefore mean (since upadesa is advice) either 
salutary, or amicable> instruction. The Pandits say, the word

has those two meanings. cXaJ bidpai is the pro

per word, but has been mistaken for Lj pilpaiy
by some ignorant copyist. In Persian the word bidpai means 
iwillow-footed, which is nonsense, and pilpaiy elephantfootedy 
which is not much better \ but Cashafi says that, in Sanscrit, 
the word signifies beloved, or favourite physician ,* and that is 
certainly the meaning of baidyapriya> from which bidpai is 
formed ; the author having been, it is supposed, of the baidya, 
or medical tribe, and a favourite of his Raja,
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This amicable injlruttion, exquifitely wrought 
in Sanfcrit phrafes, exhibits continually, when 
heard, a prodigy of wifdom and the true know
ledge of morals.

The learned man may fix his thoughts on 
fcience and wealth, as if he were never to grow 
old or to die ; but when death feizes him by the 
locks, he muft then pradtife virtue.

Knowledge produces mildnefs of fpeech j 
mildnefs a good character; a good character 
wealth ; wealth, if virtuous actions attend it, 
happinefs.

Among all pofleffions knowledge appears 
eminent; the wife call it fupreme riches ; be- 
caufe it can never be loft, has no price, and can 
at no time be deftroyed.

Knowledge acquired by a man of low degree 
places him on a level with the prince, as a fmall 
river attains the irremeable ocean ; and his for
tune is then exalted.

The fcience of arms, and the fcience of books, 
are both caufes of celebrity ; but the firft is ridi
culous in an old man, and the fecond is in all 
ages refpedtable.

As a frefh earthen veffel is formed by the 
potter, and (education is nothing elfe) thus we 
may fay are children formed here below to 
morality.

i  HITO'PADE'SA.



HITO'PADE'SA. 5

T h e  acquifition o f friends, the breach o f  
friendjhip, w ar, and laftly peace. Thefe four 
parts are here written, extracted from the 
Tantra and other works. *

*



BOOK THE FIRST.

Mitralaba, or the Acquijition o f Friends.

T h e r e  is near the Bhdgirdthi, a city named 
Pataliputra, in which lived a prince named 
Suderfana, adorned with every kingly virtue : 
one day he heard a perfon read thefe couplets :

“ Learning diffipates many doubts, caufes 
“ things, otherwife invifible, to be feen, and is 
(C the eye of every one who is not abfolutely
“  blind.

“ Youth, wealth, dominion, inconfiderate 
“ adtions, each of them occafions danger : Oh ! 
“ what muft 3.II four of them do where they are 
“ united ?”

Having heard this, the Raja being afflidted 
by the condudt of his fons, who knew no books, 
and were continually walking in evil ways, thus 
thought within himfelf:

“ Of what ufe is it, that a fon fhould be born, 
“ who has neither learning nor virtue ? Of 
“ what ufe is a blind eye, except to give pain ?

“ Again ;

6 HITO'PADE'SA.



<c A fon is born, and the family is increafed ; 
454 but in this revolving world, who dies without 
44 having been born?

4‘ Why fhould the mother of that fon, whom 
“ the chalk marks not in the firft enumeration 
44 of the virtues, have complained, had fhe been 
44 childlefs ?

44 Of a child unborn, dead, or ignorant, the 
44 two firft are preferable, fince they make us 
44 unhappy but once ; the laft by continual de- 
44 grees : one virtuous fon is a blefting, not a 
44 hundred fools ; as one moon diftipates the 
44 darknefs, and not a number of ftars. May 
44 the man, who performs the duty of devout 
44 pilgrimage, a duty in every place difficult, be 
44 blefled with an obedient, wealthy, virtuous, 
44 and wife fon.

44 The continual acquifition of wealth; free- 
44 dom fromdifeafe; a beloved wife, with tender 
44 fpeech ; an obedient fon ; and learning, pro- 
44 ducing riches ; thefe are the fix felicities of 
44 living creatures.

44 A father who contracts debts; a mother 
44 who is unchafte; a wife who is too handfome ; 
44 and an ignorant for.; thefe are dangerous 
44 enemies.

44 Knowledge not committed to memory, is 
44 poifon ; food is poifon to him who cannot

HITO'PADE'SA. 7



« digeft i t ; a numerous family is poifon to an 
“ indigent, and a young wife, to a decrepid old 

mate : alas ! my child, by not palling the 
“ night wifely in reading, when thou art among 
*f the learned, thou ftickeft like a calf in the 
“ mud.

“ Why then fhould not thefe, my fons, be 
f* now made virtuous ?

“ Since, as the poet fays :
“ Life, a&ion, property, knowledge, death ; 

“ thefe five were formed for every body that lies 
“ in the womb !

<c The future condition of great beings is de- 
<c ftined with certainty; both the nakednefs of 
“ Maha 'deva , and the bed of V ishnu  on a 

vail ferpent.
“ What is not to be, that will not be; and if an 

“ event be foredoomed, it cannot happen other- 
wife. This do&rine is a medicine, which heals 

u the venom of forrow; why is it not univer- 
“ fally drunk ?

“ Profperity attends the lion-hearted man 
‘‘ who exerts himfelf; while we fay deftiny 
u will enfure it. Laying deftiny afide, fhow 
“ manly fortitude by thy own ftrength ; if thou 
“ endeavour, and thy endeavours fail of fuccefs, 
“ what crime is thine in failing ?

“ This is the language of idlenefs, ufed by

3 HITOTADE'SA.



“ men incapable of adlion : as a chariot runs 
not on one wheel, fo the a£ts of mqn profper 

“ not without favourable deftiny.
“ Yet :

“ The potter forms what he pleafes with 
“ moulded clay, fo a man acoomplifhes his works 

by his own adt.
“ Befides:

“ A man fees a precious thing before him, 
“ and gains it as rarely as the fruit of thq 
“ ’Tala falls by a crow fhaking i t : his own 
“ deftiny gives it not, it requires his manly 
u exertion.

“ Thus it is faid :
“ Profperity is acquired by exertion, and 

■c there is no fruit for him who doth not exert 
“ himfelf: the fawns go not into the mouth of a 
“ fleeping lion.

“ A child forced to read by his parents, attains 
“ virtue ; an infant is not learned when he leaves 
“ his mother’s womb. That mother is hoftile, 
“ and that father malignant, by whom a child 
“ is not made to read ; he cannot appear well 
“  among the learned, but mull be like a heron 
“ among the flamans.”

Confidering this, the king gave orders for an 
aflembly of learned men, and faid, “ Hear, O 
“ ye Pandits ! is there any man qualified to give 
“ a new life, by moral counfel, to my fons, who,

HITO'PADE'SA. 9



** unacquainted with books, ftray continually 
w from the right path ?

“ It is faid :
« By the company of gold, even glafs acquires 

“ the brightnefs of a ruby : thus, by the fociety 
of eood men a blockhead attains eminence.o

“ And it is written :
« Knowledge, O Father ! is deftroyed by af- 

“ fociating with the bafe ; with equals equality 
«  is gained ; and with the diftinguifhed, dif- 
“ tindtion.”

Among the reft was a great philofopher named 
Vijhnufarman, who knew the principles of 
ethicks, and thus, like Vrihajpati, fpoke :

“ O king ! the princes, who are fprung from a 
“ great family, may be made to acquire a know- 
“ ledge of morals ; but no pains bellowed on 
u worthlefs objects can be fuccefsful : the heron 
“ cannot by a hundred efforts be made to talk 
w like a parrot •, but in this family, no offspring 
“ without virtuous principles can be born: how 
* fhould glafs be generated in a mine of lotus- 
“ coloured rubies ?

“ In fix months, therefore, I will make your 
“ fons acquainted with morality.”

The king faid again, with mildnefs,
“ The infedt, by affociating with a flower, 

“ afcends the head of excellent perfons. The 
“ ftone when confecrated by holy men, acquires

10 HITOTADE'SA.



« divine honour; as in eaftern mountains every 
“ common thing blazes by its vicinity to the fun; 
“ thus, by the company of the good, a man of 
“ ignoble condition attains brightnefs.

“ Virtues to thofe who know their value are 
“ virtues ; yet even thefe, when they come in 
“ the way of vicious men, are vices : as rivers 
“ of fweet water are excellent, but when they 
u reach the fea are not fit to be tafted.

“ Be you, therefore, the director of my fons in 
** true virtue faying this, he mildly delivered 
his children to Vijhnufarman, who while they fat 
with pleafure before him on the top of the 
palace, thus began : “ The time of the wife is 
“ pafled in the delights of poetry; that of the 
*c foolifh, in vice, in idlenefs, or in quarrelling.

“ Chufe, therefore, to live with true delight; 
*c and I will tell you the admirable ftory of the 
“ crow, the tortoife, and their friends.” The 
princes faid, “ Tell it, Sir;” and Vijhnufarman 
continued his difcourfe : “ Hear then the book 
“ called Mitralaba, or the Acquifition of Friends ; 
“ of which this is the firft verfe :

“ Without equipage, without wealth, yet, 
“ wife and united by friendfhip ; the crow, the 
‘‘ tortoife, the antelope, and the rat, performed 
“ great actions with celerity.” “ How was 

that ?” faid the princes.
Vijhnufarman faid: “ Near the Godaveri

HITOTADE'SA. 11



“ Hands a large Salmali-txtz, on which birds, 
“ coming from all quarters, roofted at night. 
“ One day when the gloom had juft departed, 
“ the moon being ftill in his manfion un- 
“ perceived—that moon, who is a friend to 
“ the night-flowers worfhiping God—a raven 
“ named Laghupatanaca, or light-wing, being 
“ awakened, faw a fowler approaching, like the 

genius of death, and alarmed at the fight, faid 
“ to himfelf: This morning an enemy appears : 
“ I know not what noxious fruit is ripening ; fo 
“ faying, he flew off by degrees; and the 

fowler, palling by and fcattering grains of 
“ rice, fixed his net: in this very point of time, 

a prince of pigeons named Cbitragriva, or 
“ painted-neck, with many others fluttering in 
“ the air perceived the rice. The pigeons, 
“ eagerly defiring to pick up the grains, their 
“ prince faid to them: How, when no perfons 
* are here, could grains of rice becolle&ed? Let 

us deliberate : I like it not. I fee no reafon for 
‘‘ touching them : doubtlefs from this coveting 
“ of rice, the fame evil will happen, as when, 
“ through coveting a bracelet, the traveller had 
“ a fall in the deep mire, and thus perifhed in 

the claws of an old tiger. How was that ? 
faid the Pigeons. One day, anfwered Chitra- 

“ 8riva> in a grove of the Dacan, or South, I 
“ faw, as I flew along, an old tiger walking

12 HITO'PADE'SA.



‘‘ himfelf with fome Cufa, or holy grafs, in his 
“ hand. Hola, travellers, cried he, receive this, 
“ my golden bracelet: upon this a traveller 
“  eagerly defiring it, began to confider, and 
“ faid, By good fortune has this been offered ; 
“ yet in feeking it danger appears.

“ Surely it is no wife thing to covet, what 
“  cannot be attained without peril; fince, even 
“ nedtar in heaven, with which poifon is mixed, 
“ is fatal to life. Neverthelefs, in all defires 
“ danger may be feared.

“ A man who meets no peril, fees no good 
“ things; he fees them, if he live, who boldly 
“  encounters danger : let me confider this fully. 
“ Then he cried aloud, Where is thy golden 
“ bracelet ? The man went upon this to bathe 
“  himfelf in the pool, but fell into deep mire, 
“ out of which he could not efcape ; this the 
“ tiger knew, and when the traveller began to 
“  apprehend that he was caught, the beaft 
“ violently feized and devoured him : thus I 
“ may admonifh you, remembering the fatal 
‘‘ defire of gaining the bracelet, that no inconfi- 
“ derate adt Ought to be attempted.

“ Since it is thus faid by wife men:
“ ..He who reftrains his appetite, a dutiful fon, 

“ a prudent and good wife, a prince who reigns 
“ many years, he who fpeaks advifedly, and he

HITO'PADE'SA. 13



“  who a£ts conliderately, for a long time give 
“ birth to no misfortune !

“ One pigeon hearing this, in great anger ex- 
“ claimed, Ah ! why doft thou talk thus ? To 
is mind the fpeeches of the old befalls us in an

evil hour, not to eat, not to aflociate with 
** females.

“ Thus too it is written:
“ By difregarding terrors, food, and water, 

“ all things on earth are attained.
“ If a man does nothing becaufe of his fears, 

“ by what means can he live?
“ Hearing this, all the pigeons defcended on 

“ the rice.
“ Through covetoufnefscomes anger; through 

“ covetoufnefs comes lull;; through covetoufnels 
“ comes fraud and illufion: covetoufnefs is the 
“ caufe of all fins.

“ They were all made captives in the mefhes 
“ of the net; and all began abufing him, by 
“ whofe difcourfe they had fallen into the 
“ fnare.

“ Chitragriva hearing their cenfure of him, 
“ faid, It is no fault of his: danger arifing, a 
“ friend fo a£ts as to encreafe i t ; as a calf is tied 
“ by a ftick to the leg of her mother (when the 
“ cannot otherwife be milked).

“ In a time of difafter, and of dread, a bafe

14 HITO'PADE'SA.



« man Is difcerned : here a & circumfpe&ly; de-
“ liberate; think.

“ Th us it is faid:
«* Circumfpe&ion in calamity; mercy in great- 

« nefs; in affemblies, good fpeeches; in adver- 
“ fity, fortitude; in fame, resolution to preferve 
“ i t ; afliduity in ftudying the Scriptures : thefe 
*£ are the felf-attained perfe61ions of great fouls. 

“ Again:
“ Six faults mull be abandoned by a man 

“ feeking prolperity: fleep, drowzinefs, fear,
“ anger, lazinefs, loitering.

“ Now, do thus, all of you being united, lift 
“ up the net and fly away, fince the union of 
“  fmall minds performs great works; as by 
“ blades of grafs twifted together, an elephant 
“  is tied fall.

“ The union even of the fmall and weak is 
“ beneficial; as rice ftripped of its hulk will not 
“ fpringfrom the ground.

« Thus, having confulted together, all the 
“ birds took up the net and flew off: the fowler 
“  feeing from a diftance the net caught up by 
“ them, ran after them, and after fome thought, 

“ Said,
“ Thefe birds, by a joint effort, have taken 

“ away my net; when they fall down, then they 
“  will be in my power.

HITOPADE'SA. 15



« Then the birds difappeared from before his 
“ eyes, and the fowler defpaired of retaking 
“ them; on feeing which, the pigeons exclaimed* 
“ What is now to be done ?

“ Chitragriva faid :
“ A mother, a friend, and a father, are all 

“ three dear to themfelves; and doing good 
“ works for another, their underftandings are

ufefully exercifed.
“ Again:

“ The fmall birds defert a tree with little fruit* 
“ the ibis's a dry pool; the bees defert flowers* 
w gathered yefterday ; the antelopes, a burnt 
“  thicket; women leave an indigent man, do- 
“ meftics a ruined land ; in all affairs men con- 
“ nedt themfelves with thofe, from whom fome 
“ profit may be derived.

“ Such a friend, a rat named Hirariyaca, dwells 
“ near the Gandaca, in a wood called Cbitravan ; 
“ he will cut our cords afunder.

“ Confidering this, all of them went towards 
“ the dwelling of Kir anyac a ; who, always being 
“ in fear of death, had made a hundred doors to 
“ the hole in which he lived : being aftonifhed 
“ at the noife made by the pigeons, he flood 
“ filent.

“ Friend Kiranyaca, faid Chitragriva, why 
“ doft thou not fpeak to us ?

16 HITOTADE'SA.



u The rat hearing that extraordinary addrefs, 
i( came forth, and faid, Ah ! what good fortune, 
u my deareft friend Chitragriva !

u Then feeing them tied with cords, he w&s 
44 amazed ; and having flopped a little, faid, My 
44 friend, what is this ?

“ What elfe can it be, anfwered Chttragriva, 
44 but the effedt of our fins in a former life ? 
44 How canft thou, who art a Pandit, afk fuch a 
44 queftion ?

44 From what caufe, by what inftruments, at 
44 what moment, in what manner, by what means, 
44 in what fpace of time, in what place, a man's 
44 adtions, good or bad, are performed: from that 

caufe, by thofe inftruments, at that moment, 
“ in that manner, by thofe means, in that fpace 
u of time, in that place, it pleafes Brama, that 
“ the man who performs them fhall be rewarded, 
“ or punifhed. 

u Again:
“ Difeafes; the death of parents; pains; bonds ; 

u and uneafinefs ; thefe are the fruits of the 
“ trees, which are planted by a man’s own fins.

a Hiranyaca, having heard this difcourfe, be- 
Ci gan to gnaw the threads thatfaftened Chitra- 
u griva, and was departing. Not fo, my friend, 
u faid the chief of the pigeons, cut alfo the bonds 
“ of my comrades. I am but weak, and my 
44 teeth are fmall, faid Hiranyaca, how fhall I be 

VOL. xi. c
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“ able to cut all their cords ? As long as my 
u teeth remain unbroken, fo long will I continue 
44 to cut thy firings. It is true, find the chief, 
44 but, as long as you can, cut their’s aYo.

“ Hiranyaca replied : To abandon our own, 
<c which is efpecially put under our protection, 
44 is not the conduit of fkilful moralifts. Let 
44 a man, for the fake of relieving his diflreffes, 
44 preferve his wealth; by his wealth let hint 
44 preferve his wife; and, by both wife and 
44 riches, let him ever preferve himfelf.

‘4 The fouls of fuch as defire to promote the 
44 juftice of a flate, and to pleafe G o d , are fit 
44 objects of prefervation; when fuch a foul is 
44 corrupted, what will it not corrupt? When it 
44 is preferved pure, what will it not preferve ?

44 My friend, faid Chitragriva, fuch indeed is 
44 the rule of morality ; but I am unable to en- 
44 dure the pain of thofe who are under my pro- 
44 teCtion.

44 A virtuous man fhould abandon both riches 
44 and life for the fake of others : for the fake of 
44 the good he fhould quit his own good, fince 
44 death will certainly come.

44 May thegreatnefs of the noble-minded of my 
44 tribe, my llate, my countrymen, ever accom- 
44 pany me. You fay, that it is the fruit of my 
44 own greatnefs ; at what time will it be fo ?

41 Let me be even without life, not having

]g HITO'PADE'SA.



“ abandoned thofe who are dear to me ; let that 
“ life be my death, provided my companions 
“ remain alive.

“ Still more: the body confifts of bones, and 
“ fubftances, provided from the flefh : how can 
“ this be preferved from death ? Oh ! my friend, 

preferve thy good name.
“  Since that which remains, muft be feparated 

“  from that which decays ; a pure foul from a 
“ filthy carcafe; feek fame in preference to 
“ bodily honours : Oh, valuable acquifition ! 
“ what will it not acquire?

The interval is immenfe between corporeal 
•l qualifications and fciences j the body in a mo- 
“ ment is extinct, while knowledge endureth to 
“ the end of time.

“ The rat on hearing this was delighted ; and 
“ with his hair eredt with joy, faid, Well, well, 
“ my friend, through thy kindnefs for thefe 
“ companions, the Creator of the three worlds 
“ will clear thee of evil. Saying this, and 
“ having gnawed the firings of them all, he re- 
** ceived them as guefts ; and, altogether, having 
“ performed their adoration, he faid, my dear 
“ Chitragriva, certainly they who have expe- 
“ rienced the pain of captivity in a net, fhould 
“ not be fecure from the fear of committing fome 

great crime.
“ It is written by the poet:

c 2
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“ The bird, who from the diftance of many 
“ hundred leagues, can difcern his food ; he, 

only, even in the hour of death, fees no fnare. 
“ Obferving, that the fun and moon are put 

“ to pain by the dragon, that elephants and fer- 
“ pents are confined with cords, and that the 
“ moft learned men are often the molt indigent; 
<c I confine my delire of knowledge to the ftu- 
“ pendous and all-powerful G od.

“ The birds traverfe remote regions of air, 
u and fly together towards diftrefs ; the fifh are 
“ caught by fifhers from deep waters, even from 
“ the depth of the fea.

“ What difference is there ? What avails a 
“ good heart ? What (kill is there in choofing a 
“ fixt ftation ? Death, ftretching forth his hand, 
“ feizes from the greateft diftance.

“ Having thus inftruded and entertained 
u them hoipitably, Hiranyaca embraced and dif~ 
“ miffed them. Chitragriva, and his compa- 
u nions, then flew to their own country, and the 
“ rat retired towards his hole.

“ When Laghupatanaca had feen all thefe 
“ events, he was amazed, and faid, Oh ! H7- 
“ ranyaca, thou art an excellent creature; per

ceiving which, I defire to cultivate thy friend- 
“ fnip : I too am able to aflift a friend. The rat 
“ bearing this addrefs, ran into his hole, and 

faid, Who art thou ? A crow, faid the other,

20 HITOTADE'SA.



4C named Jbaghupatanaca. How, cried Hiranyaca, 
u laughing, can I contract friendfhip with thee ? 
“ When a man has deferved well of his country, 
66 awifeperfon affociating with him, partakes his 
44 merit; but I am food for thee, and thou my 
44 devourer, how can intimacy fubfift between 
44 us ? The friendfhip of a devourer is a great 
44 caufe of danger ; yet a fawn was faved by a 
44 crow from being caught by a fhakal. How 
44 was that ? faid the crow.

66 The rat anfwered : In the country of Ma- 
44 gadha there is a foreft, named Champaca Vciti, 
44 in which an antelope and a crow had long 
44 dwelt in great friendfhip. This antelope, hav- 
“ ing roved at liberty, was grown fat; which 
“ being oblerved by a fhakal, he faid within 
44 himfelf, Ah ! by what means can I feaft on 
44 yonder delicate flefh ? It may be accomplifhed 
44 if I gain his confidence. Thus meditating ; 
44 and going towards him he faid, Thou art in 
44 excellent health, my friend. Who art thou ? 
44 faid the antelope. I am a fhakal, faid he, 
44 named CJhudrabuddbi, and here live friendlefs, 
44 like a dead creature ; but now having gained 
44 thy friendfhip, I fhall live again as thy com- 
44 panion among the living, fince I fhall ever be 
44 thy fervant. Now, when the many-rayed god 
44 was fetting, the fhakal arrived at the manfion
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“ of the antelope: there, under the branches of 
“ a champaca tree, dwelled the crow, named 
** Subbhudi, the friend of the antelope: Who, 
“ faid the crow, is this comrade of thine ? He 
“ is a fhakal, faid the antelope, my chofen friend. 
“ Oh ! my beloved, faid the crow, it is not right 
“ to place confidence with too much celerity.

“ For thus it is written :
“ To a perfon of an unknown tribe, or temper, 

“ no one fhould give his houfe : by means of a 
“ cat, the vulture Jaradgabah was flain. Both 
“ faid, How happened that ? The crow an- 
“ fwered : There hands near the Ganga, on a 
“ mountain called Gridhracuta, or Vulture-fort, 
“ a large pracati tree; in the hollow of which, 
“ his fight dim with the fear of danger, lived a 
“ vulture, named Jaradgabah ; by little and little 
“ he fupplied his young with fuftenance from 
“ his own prey, and thus the other birds of 
“ his fpecies were fupported.

“ It happened that a cat, named Long-ears, 
** ufed to devour the young birds, and then to 
“ depart. The young ones perceived her coming, 
“ and, confounded with fear, made a noife. Ja- 
“ radgabah heard it, and faid : Who is coming ? 
“ The cat feeing the vulture was alarmed, and 
“ faid : Alas ! I am deftroyed ; I cannot now 
“ retreat far from this enemy ; therefore, as my
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“ laft refource, let me approach him. Having 
“ refolved on this, ffie went near him, and faid,
“ Great fir, I am thy fervant.

“ Who art thou ? faid the vulture. A cat, 
“ faid he. Depart far off, faid the other, or thou 
“ ffialt be chaftifed. Hear me, however, replied 
“ the cat, and if I deferve chaftifement, then 
“ chaftife me.

“ Thus it is written :
“ Among different feds it is eftabliffied, who, 

“ and for what, is at any time to be puniffied, or 
“ refpeded; but he who knows the difpofition 
“ of another, can beft determine whether he de- 
“ ferves punifhment, or veneration.

“ Speak on, faid the vulture. I live here, faid 
“ the cat, near the Ganga, in which I daily bathe 
“ myfelf; eating neither fifh nor flefh, and per- 
“ forming the difficult talks of a devout perfon : 
“ thou who art well acquainted with juftice, art, 
“ therefore, an objed of confidence to me. The 
“ birds continually pray before me ; therefore I 
“ came hither to hear a difcourfe on juftice from 
« thee, who art eminent in age and fcience. And 
“ thou who art fo learned, why ffiouldft thou be 
“ prepared to beat me, who am a ftranger ?

(f Thus fays the poet:
“ Even, towards an enemy coming to our 

“ houfe, the offices of hofpitality muft be exer-
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“ cifed, as the tree impedes not even the wood- 
“ cutter, who ftands under its ffiade ! Straw, 
“ earth, water, and pleafing words : thefe four 
“ are never abfent from the houfes of good men.

“ A ftranger who defpairs of reception, de- 
“ parts from the houfe ; he goes away, leaving 
“ the crime of inhumanity in its owner, and 
“ bearing himfelf the merit of a good aftion.

“ The good are indulgent to ignorant minds, 
“• as the moon withdraws not her light from the 
“ manfions of a Chandal (or Hindu of the lowed; 
“ call).

“ Shall cats, anfwered the vulture, who love 
“ delicate fleffi, dwell here with young birds ? 
“ On that account I forbid thee. Then, the cat, 
“ ftroking her ears, and touching the ground 
44 with her head, thus fpoke : I who have learned 
“ the Dermafajtra, am without appetite for 
44 fleffi. I am performing the difficult offices of 
44 religion; and regardlefs of the claffiing doc- 
“ trine of the Puranas, am perfect in juftice, 
44 and fpeak nothing but truth.

“ He who bears no depraved paffion, but 
“ fuffers all things patiently, and gives equal pro- 
“ te£tion to all, that man furely rifes to heaven.

“ The true, and only real friend, is he who 
“ follows even in death j all friendffiip elfe, 
u perifhing with the body, foon departs.
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“ Mark the fituations of him who eats, and of 
“ his food ; fee the fhort friendfhip of the one, 
“ and the total deftrudtion of the other.

“ How greatly is a man’s pain, increafed by 
“ dying I Confirm thyfelf by this reflection, in 
“ a refolution to preferve all other animals.

“ Since man, while the woods abound with 
“ delicacies, may be filled with vegetable pro- 
“ duCtions, Who would commit a deadly fin for 
“ the fake of his* burning appetite ?

“ Thus being trailed, he abode in the cavern ; 
“ but fome days having elapfed, he afiailed the 
“ young birds, carried them off, and devoured 
“ them : during this cruel repaft, on their plain- 
“ tive cries, a queftion was alked, What he was 
“ doing ?

“ The cat, perceiving the difcovery, left the 
“ cavern, and run away. The birds, having 
“ examined the place on all fides, took up the 
“ fcattered bones of their young, and fufpeCting 
“ that the vulture had eaten them, united all 
“ their force, and by their firft onfet the vulture 
“ was killed. For this reafon I fay, of an un- 
“ known tribe and temper, &c.

“■ The lhakal hearing this,faid with anger, My 
“ friend, on the firft fight of this antelope, when 
“ you alfo were of an unknown tribe and tem- 
“ per, I contradted a friendfhip which continually 
“ encreafes ! Hear another verfe that fays, Such
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“ a one is his relation, or a ftranger ; this- is the 
“ reckoning of a weak minded m an: but to a 
“ man of a noble difpofition, the whole earth is 
“ related ; and fmce this fawn is my friend, be 
“ you alfo dear to me. What need is there, 
“ faid the antelope, of this debate, while all of you 
“ converfe with confidence in one place of abode, 
“ live in the enjoyment of pleafures.

“ Be it fo, faid the crow, fince it is thy will. 
“ The next morning he departed for a different 
“ part of the country.

“ My beloved fawn, faid the fhakal, one day 
“ in a foft whifper, at one fide of the wood is a 
“  field full of corn, I will take thee and fhew it: 
“  this was done ; and the fawn, going thither 
“ daily, regaled himfelf.

“ The owner of the field, having perceived 
“ his lofs, fpread a net there ; and afterwards the 
“ antelope, venturing further into the field, was 
“ caught in the fnare. Who, thought he, but a 
“ friend, has power to extricate me from this 
“ net, which refembles the net of death. In the 
“ mean while the fhakal went to the fpot, and, 
“ as he approached, thought within himfelf, It has 
“ befallen as I wifhed, and my purpofe is effected 
“ by my device: thus fhall I glut my appetite, 
“ and feed on the flefh of the mangled antelope, 
“ mixt with his blood and bones. As foon as the 
“ fawn difcerned him, he was elate with joy,
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and exclaimed, Oh ! my friend, gnaw thefe 
« bonds, and quickly deliver me.

“ As the poet fays:
“ In perils we prove a friend; in battle a hero ; 

“ in wealth a religious perfon; a wife man in 
“ contracted fortunes; and in calamity kinf- 
“ men.

“ The fhakal having looked from time to 
“  time on the net, faid to himfelf, Happily this 
“  fattening is ftrong. And then fpoke aloud: 
“  My beloved ! the net is made of leather, How 
“ can I touch it on the fun’s day? O my friend! 
“  no other advice can be given ; but to-morrow 
“ morning what thou dettreft fhall be done by 
“ me.

“ After this, on the morrow, when the crow 
“ perceived that his friend had not returned, he 
“ fearched for him ; and, having found him 
“ caught in a fnare, faid: My dear fawn, what is 
“ this ? The confequence, anfwered he, of re- 
“ jeCting friendly counfel.

“ As it is written :
“ The man who littens not to the words of 

“ affectionate friends, will give joy in the rao- 
“ ment of diftrefs to his enemies.

“ Where is the fhakal ? exclaimed the crow. 
“ He is at hand, faid the fawn, watching for my 
“ fieflr ! This, replied the crow, I predicted ; 
“ fuch calamity I efcape, becaufe I place no fuch
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44 truft : the wife are continually in dread of the 
44 wicked. Then, with a figh, he added : Oh, 
44 bafe fhakal ! What, O cruel ruffian, haft thou 
44 done !

46 Thus it is truly faid :
44 What circumvention is this of companions 

44 entertained by thee ; obliged by thy civilities ; 
44 expecting thy favours ; deceitfully polite !

44 A friend who mars thy bufinefs in thy ab- 
44 fence, yet fpeaks affectionately to thy face, 
44 ffiould be ffiunned as a vafe of milk with poifon 
44 at its brim.

44 Contract no friendfhip, or even acquaint- 
“ ance, with a guileful man : he refembles a 
44 coal, which when hot burneth the hand, and 
44 when cold blacketh it.

44 Him who injures his benefactor, his depo- 
44 fitor, or any well-natured man, O earth! O 
44 world ! how canft thou fupport ? He is a 
44 monfter of injuftice !

Thus may the character of a treacherous 
44 perfon be defcribed. At firft he falls at your 

feet, and then drinks your blood ; he hums a 
44 ftrange tune in your ears with foft murmurs, 

but meditates mifchief; and having found an 
44 opening, enters without remorfe: thus, the 
44 falfe friend and black gnats practife alike every 
44 mode of treachery.

In the morning, when the crow faw the
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“ farmer advancing with a ftaff in his hand, he 
“ faid to the antelope, My beloved ! feign thyfelf 
“ to be dead, and remain motionlefs; but as foon 
“ as thou heareft me make a noife, run away 
“  fwiftly.

“ The owner of the corn, his eyes expanded 
“ with joy, faw the fawn, who pretended to be 
“ dead : Ah ! faid he, the animal has died of 
“ himfelf—So faying, he took away the toil, and 
“ was diligent in preferving his nets. Imme- 
“ diately, the antelope hearing the noife agreed 
“ on by the crow, ran off at full fpeed; when 
“ the countryman aiming at him, threw his ftaff, 
“ and killed the jackal, who lay concealed in a 
“ bufh.

“ Thus it is written :
“ In three years, in three months, in three 

“ fortnights, in three days, the fruit of great 
“ vices, or great virtues, is reaped even in this 
“  world!

“ So much for tliofe two !
“ Lagupatanaca anfwered :

“ Befides, it would not be for my advantage 
“ to feed on thee; even as Cbitragriva lives, 
“ thus I live in thy life.

“ The wifdom of confiding in beafts who 
“ a£t with probity, is clearly feen; in thofe 
“ efpecially, who like Cbitragriva and thou, are 
“ good, and have good difpofitions.
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tc The mind of a virtuous being cannot be 
« changed, any more than the water of the ocean 
“ can be heated with a fire of ftraw.

“ Thou, faid Iliranyaca, art vicious, and with 
cc the vicious no friendfhip fhould ever be con- 
« tradled ; a cat, a buffalo, a ram, a crow, and a 
“ bad man, gain their own advantage by being 
« trufled ; it is not prudent, therefore, to con- 
“ fide in them.

“ Befides, you crows are naturally enemies of 
te our race.

“ And wife writers fay :
“ Make no league with an avowed enemy, 

“ but cleave to an approved friend.
“ Water, though well warmed, would quench 

“ neverthelefs, the fire that warmed it.
“ An impoffible thing cannot be done, but that 

“ which is poffible may be attempted : a chariot 
“ goes not on the water, nor can a fhip fail on 
“■ dry land.

“ Whoever, from folemn treaty, places con- 
‘c fidence in enemies, and enraged wives, reduces 
“ his life to nothing through his folly.

“ All has been overheard by me, faid Lagu- 
ct patanaca, and I promifed myfelf the happinefs 
“ of your friendfhip : without obtaining which, 
M I will fuffer my body to decay through hunger, 
“ and fall dead before thy door l then wilt thou 
“ remember too late, that the friendfhip of the
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44 bad, like an earthen pot, may eafily be broken, 
44 but cannot with eafe be repaired ; while that 
44 of the good, like a veflel of gold, cannot with- 
44 out difficulty be difunited, but may with little 
44 pains be reftored to its former date.

44 By melting, metals are united ; for mutual 
44 benefit, antelopes and birds; through fear of 
44 danger, and love of gain, ignorant men; but 
44 the virtuous are attached at firfl fight.

44 If the friendfhip of the good be interrupted, 
44 their minds admit of no long change ; as when 
44 the ftalks of a lotus are broken, the filaments 
44 within them are more vifibly connected,

44 Piety, charity, forbearance, participation of 
44 pains and pleafures, goodnefs of heart, repu- 
44 tation, and truth ; thefe are the fciences of 
44 friendfhip : by thefe arts, what other advantage 
44 can I acquire ?

44 The rat then leaving his hole, faid : I am 
44 delighted with thy fweet converfation.

44 As it is written:
44 To bathe in cool ftreams, delights not fo 

44 much a man affedted by the fun ; nor a neck- 
44 lace of pearls, or vefts, perfumed with fandal, 
44 give fo much pleafure to the body which they 
44 decorate, as the converfation of a virtuous man 
44 (which almoft furpaffes all things), with friend- 
44 fhip fixt in his heart; or that of the learned^ 
44 which good advice renders venerable, and to
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44 which the application of holy fentences, pre- 
i4 ferved in their memory, adds new graces.

64 Not to follow advice ; to break a promife ; 
44 to beg money; cruelty; abfence of mind ; 
44 wrath; untruth ; and gaming; thefe are the 
44 vices of a friend : by this difcourfe, net one 
44 of thefe faults is difeerned in thee.

44 As the poet fays :
44 Goodnefs and truth are difeerned by a 

44 man’s difcourfe ; but cowardice, and a variable 
44 mind, are eafily difeovered by his condudt.

44 It is one thing to hear the language of a 
44 friend, whofe heart is pure as water, and an- 
44 other to hear the words of a bafe diffembler,

44 Be it fo then, I comply with thy requeft.
44 This being faid, they contra&ed a mutual 

44 friendfhip. The rat then, having regaled his 
44 new friend with a variety of food, and vowed 
44 conftant amity, re-entered his hole ; and the 
44 crow flew to his own ftation.

44 Thus, a long time palled in daily entertain- 
44 ments, friendly falutations, and confidential 
C4 difcourfe. One morning, my dear friend 
44 Hiranyaca,, faid the crow, this place is not 
44 convenient for the regular acquifition of food;

I am therefore defirous of changing it, and 
removing to another. Whither fhould we 

4,4 go, my friend ? faid the rat.
44 The poet fays :
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“ A wife man walks on one foot, flowly and 
4fc circumfpecftly, and lives in one place ; nor, 
u having feen another ftation, fhould he defert 
44 his former abode.

44 There is a place, anfwered the crow, well 
44 conftituted for our purpofe ! What is that ? 
44 faid Hiranyaca. The crow anfwered : In the 
44 wood T)andac is a pool named Carpuragdray 
44 where lives an old friend of mine, a tortoife, 
44 named Menthar, virtuous and juft.

44 As it is written :
44 It is eafy for all men to difplay learning in 

44 inftnnfting others ; but it is the part of one 
44 endued with a great mind, to form himfelf by 
44 the rules of juftice. He will favour me with 
44 fifh, and other food. What, faid the rat, will 
44 become of me who remain here ?

44 Let a wife man leave that country where he 
44 has neither honour nor friends, nor kinfmen, 
44 and in which no learned perfon refides.

44 Again :
44 Let no man fix his abode where five advan- 

44 tages are not found ; wealth, a divine teacher, 
44 a magiftrate, a river, and a phyfician.

44 Take me, therefore, with you. Immediately 
44 the crow and his beloved friend, amufing 
44 themfelves with a variety of converfation, 
44 went towards the pool.

44 When *Menthary from a diftance, perceived
VOL.  XI .  D
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“ Lagbupatanaca, he rofe, and having greeted 
“ him, refpedtfully faluted the rat.

“ As it is written :
“ Whether a boy, a youth, or an old mart, 

“ come to a houfe, he mud be faluted by its 
“ owner, with as much reverence as a fpiritual 
“ preceptor.

“ The crow then began: O Menthar ! receive 
“ us both with diftinguifhed honour j this gueft 
“ is Hiranyaca, the prince of rats, virtuous, 
“ noble, and in kindnefs, like the gem-pro- 
“ ducing ocean; if the king of ferpents were 
“ able to defcribe his virtues, he muft fpeak with 
“ two thoufand tongues !

“ He then related the ftory of Chitragriva : 
“ and the tortoife having paid his refpedts anew 
“ to Hiranyaca, faid : You are belt able to in- 
“ form us of your reafon for inhabiting the 
£ wood.

« I will inform you, faid the ra t; be atten- 
“ tive. In a town called Champa, is a place full 
“  of religious mendicants ; one of them called 
“ Churacarna, has his abode there, and is ufed 
“ to fleep, having depofited on a beam the 
“ remnant of his food given in charity ; this 
“ food, I having run up the beam, ufed to de- 
“ vour. One day an intimate friend of his,

named Vinacarna, one of the religious frater- 
“ nity, came to fee him, and fat down by him,

34 HITO'PADE'SA.



“  and relating a number of adventures; while 
“ he, through fear of my voracity, continued 
“ waving a piece of cane: his gueft faid, Why 
“ are you aifpleafed with my converfation, and 
“ intent on other things ? I am not difpleafed, 
“ my good friend, faid the other, but fee what 
“ a conftant enemy yon rat is to me ; he never 
“ fails to devour the food, which I preferve in a 
“ leaf. When Vinacarna had looked at the 
“ beam, How, faid he, can fo feeble an animal 
“ as a rat leap up fo high ? This mull proceed 
“ from fome caufe.

“ As it is faid :
“ When a young wife took her old hufband 

“ by the locks, killing and embracing him, there 
“ was certainly fome reafon for her fondnefs.

“ What was it ? faid the other. And Vina- 
“ carna faid :

“ In the province of Goura is a town called 
“  Canfanti, where lived an opulent |banker 
“ named Chandanas; when he grew old, rely- 
“ ing on his wealth, he married a banker’s 
“ daughter named Lilawati: Ihe was a girl like 
“ the filh on the dandard of Camadeva.

“ And the poet fays :
“ As thofe who have caught cold, take no 

“ pleafure in moon-lhine, or thofe who have a 
“ fever in the heat of the fun, fo the mind of a 
“ woman delights not a hufband, where there is 
“ great difparity of years.

D 2
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u The old banker, however, loved her pafiion- 
“ ately.

“ For it is faid:
€* All who have fouls defire wealth and life; 

46 but a young wife is dearer to an old man than 
u his very foul.

“ Soon after this, Lthwati, elate with youth, 
a lofing her dignity, good difpofition, and ho- 
“ nour, became enamoured of a certain banker’s 
u fon.

“ Thus the moralift fays :
<c To follow their own inclinations in the 

u houfe of their father ; to join in fports ; to 
“ mix in affemblies of women before men; to 
“ fojourn abroad without end ; to affociate with 
“ harlots ; to be always prodigal of their wealth: 
€t thefe caufe the ruin of women.

“ Drinking with ftrangers ; converfing with 
“ bad perfons ; infidelity to hufbands ; walking 
“ in public ; too much fleep ; dwelling in the 
“ houfes of others : thefe are the conftant faults 
a of women.

“ A father fecures a woman in infancy, a huf- 
band in youth, children in old age ; but a 

“ woman who follows her own inclination, 
cannot be fecured.
u One day Ltlawati, fitting in amorous con- 

cc verfation with the banker s fon, on a pink bed, 
“ Ihining like a necklace of pearls, perceived not 
44 the approach of her hufband; but when fhe
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“ faw him fhe rofe . haftily, took him by the hair, 
<c and embraced him, while the lover flipped 
iC away. A woman who lived clofe by, and 
i€ faw this, repeated in her own mind: When a 
“ young wife, and fo forth.

“ Now, in my opinion, the encreafed ftrength 
“ of this rat muft proceed from fome caufe. Con- 
u Aider a little, the caufe may be important; per- 
u haps a treafure is collected there.

“ Since it is written:
“  Every rich man, and every bad man, in all 

u  places, and at all times, gains pre-eminence, 
and encreafe of dominion, by his wealth.
“ So faying, the religious mendicant took a 

“ fpade, and having dug up my hole, feized my 
“ long-collected hoard ; after which I was defti- 
“ tute of ftrength, and Ghudacarna having weak- 
“ ened me with pleafure to himfelf, and feeing 
“ me unable to obtain food, timidly creeping by 
“ little and little,

“ Thus faid :
“ Every man abounding in wealth, becomes 

“ by that wealth a man of learning; fee, for 
“  this reafon, how this wicked rat ftands on a 
4i level with his whole race collectively.

A man who has no fubftance, can have but 
little underftanding ; all his adtions die away 
like rivulets in the fultry feafon.
€t He who has wealth has friends ; he who has
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“ wealth has relations; he who has wealth is ai. 
“ hero among the people ; he who has wealth is 
“ even a fage.

“ Empty is the houfe of a childlefs man ; as 
“ empty is the mind of a batchelor ; empty are 
‘‘ all quarters of the world to an ignorant man ; 
“ but poverty is total emptinefs.

“ After all :
“ Thefe members are not impaired ; this 

“ name alfo remains ; this voice alfo continueth ; 
“ this knowledge is not weakened ! By the ar- 
“ rogance, which wealth occafions, a man is 
“ ruined; fo much for him! Another fucceeds, 
“ and has the fame end. What wonder is there 
“ in this ?

“ All this being heard and confidered, a 
*l longer abode in that place, then appeared 
“ improper for m e; and what this man had faid 
“  to the other on the fubjedb, was equally dif- 
“  agreeable.

“ Therefore, as it is written:
(i A  prudent perfon fhould not difcover his 

“ poverty, his felf-torments, the diforders of his 
6C houfe, his uneafinefs, or his difgrace.

“ When the Divine difpleafure is incurred, 
“ and human life is expofed to vain difquiet, 
<c whence, except from the thickeft wood, can 
“ an indgent man derive comfort.

u The man of virtue may die, yet he becomes
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tc not avaricious; as fire may be extinguifhed,
« but cannot be cooled.
• « A fcholar, like a clutter of flowers, mutt 
<c remain in one of two conditions, either at the
“ head of men, or in the defert.

“ And fince a life of beggary, in that place,
*f would have been extremely ridiculous, there-
“  fore,

“ According to the verfe :
“  A mind harafled by indigence, would re- 

tc ceive more content from the body being con- 
« fumed with fire, than from a greedy grafping
“ niggard !

“ From poverty comes difgrace ; from du
ct grace, want of courage ; from imbecility, ruin ; 
“ from ruin, defertion of the world ; from that 
« defertion proceeds anguifh ; from anguilh, lofs 

of underftanding ; from lofs of underftanding, 
“ lofs of all things. 'Strange that poverty fhould
¥ be the fource of all evils !

« Silence for the remainder of life, is better
M than fpeaking falfely. *

“ To depart from life is better than taking
u pleafure in the words of an infidious man; 
tt and to fubfift on alms, than to live luxurioufly 

with another’s wealth.
it it is better to abandon. life, than flatter the 

“  bafe.

HITO'PADESA. ®



“ Servitude takes away all honour, as moon- 
“ light difperfes the darknefs, and as old age 
“  deftroys the bloom of beauty ; and as pioufly 
“ naming God removes fin, fo beggary extin- 
“ guifhes a multitude of virtues !

“ How then could I fubfift on the cates of 
“ another perfon ? Wretched would be that fuf- 
“ tenance ! And as bad as the gates of death.

“ Superficial knowledge ; pleafure dearly pur- 
‘c chafed ; and fubfiftence at the will of another; 
“  thefe three are the difgrace of mankind.

“ Miferable is he who refides in a foreign 
“ land, he who eats the food of another, and he 
“ who dwells in another’s houfe : whoever lives 
“ mull die, and whoever dies finds reft in 
“ death !

“ Having remarked this, I again endeavoured, 
“ through defire of gain, to acquire new riches!

“ And repeated the lines of the poet:
“ Through avarice a man lofes his under- 

“ Handing ; and by his thirft for wealth, he 
“ gives pain to the inhabitants of the other 
“ world, and of this.

“ Then, terrified by the piece of fplit cane 
“ which V ?nacarna held, I thought within my- 
“ felf; a covetous, difcontented man, is always 
u own enemy; and called to memory this 
tC "couplet
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« He who poflefies a contented mind paffeffes 
«f all things; as the fnake who is covered with 
“ his {kin, has no need of flippers for his feet.

“ How can that delight, which the godly- 
« minded feel, who tafle the neCtar of content,
« be felt by thofe who covet wealth, and flutter
“ about from place to place.

“ That man has read, has heard, has pradifed 
« every thing, who, laying expectation afide,
<< feeks refuge in his defpair of worldly enjoy- 
“ ment.

“ Not to attend at the door of the wealthy, 
and not to ufe the voice of petition, thefe con- 

“ ftitute the belt life of a man.
“ An hundred long leagues is no diftance for 

“ him who would quench the thirft of covetouf- 
“ nefs ; but a contented man has no folicitude 
“  for grafping wealth : the feafonable termina- 
“ tion of bufinefs, therefore, is always beft.

“ How great a duty is it to take a tender care 
of our fouls ! How great a delight is good 

“ health to all creatures !
“ How great a fatisfaftion is friendfhip !
“ How high a gratification to the wife, is the 

“ completion of works well begun !
“ Let a man defert a Angle perfon for the fake 

“ of his tribe ; his tribe for the fake of his na- 
“  tive city; his native city for the fake of his
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“ country ; and the whole world for the fake of 
“ his whole foul.

“ Of two things, water drank without pain,
or fweetmeats eaten with great fear of illnefs, I 

“ fee by certain experience, whether gives the 
“ more fatisfadtory pleafure.

“ Having confidered this, I repaired to a wil- 
“ dernefs, where I was fupported by a fenfe of 
“  my own virtue ; and having been entertained

by the many favours of this excellent friend, 
“  I now confider the protection of your good 
“  qualities, as an acquifition equal to heaven itfelf.

“ As the poet fays:
“ The poifonous tree of this world bears two 

“ fruits of exquifite favour, poetry fweet as 
“ nedtar, and the fociety of the good.

“ Thy exceffive parfimony, faid Merit'bara, 
‘c was the fault, which caufed thefe misfortunes.

“ It is written :
“ A proper negledt of riches is the means of 

“ prefervation ; as the canal is preferved by hold- 
“ ing water negligently on its bofom.

“ He who feeks wealth, facrifices his own- 
“ pleafure; and like him who carries burdens 
“ for others, bears the load of anxiety !

“ Why are not we enriched with that wealth,
“ which fills the coffers of thofe who employ it 
“ neither in liberality or food.
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u The wealth of a covetous man is the fame* 
<( with refpedt to others, as money never enjoy- 

ed ; it is his property, and when loft he be- 
cometh miferable.

Liberality attended with mild language; 
“ divine learning without pride ; valour united 
6‘ with mercy; wealth, accompanied with a ge- 
“ nerous contempt of i t ; thefe four qualities are 
“ with difficulty acquired.

ct Frugality fhould ever be pradlifed, but not 
“ exceffive parfimony ; for fee how a mifer was 
“ killed by a bow drawn by himfelf!

“ How was that ? faid Hiranyaca.
“ In the country of Calydnacataca, faid 

cc Ment'hara, lived a mighty hunter, named 
€i Bhairciza, or terrible ; one day he went in 

fearch of eame into a foreft, on the mountains 
“ Vindbya; where having flain a fawn, and taken 
*« it up, he perceived a boar of tremendous fize; 
“ he therefore threw the fawn on the ground, 
“ and wounded the boar with an arrow ; the 
<£ bead, horribly roaring, rufhed upon him, and 
“ wounded him defperately, fo that he fell like a 
“ tree ftricken with an axe.

“ Thus fays the poet :
“ Water ; fire ; poifon ; the fword ; hunger; 

“ difeafe ; falling from a rock; thefe are acci- 
<c dents, which whenever a man meets, he is 
“  deferted by his vital fpirit.
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“ In the meanwhile a fhakal, named Lougery, 
44 was roving in fearch of food, and having per- 
14 ceived the fawn, the hunter, and the boar, all 
“ three dead ; he faid to himfelf: What a noble 
44 provifion is here made for me !

44 As the pains of men aflail them unexpedt- 
44 edly, fo their pleafures come in the fame 
44 manner; a divine power ftrongly operates in 
44 both.

44 Be it fo, the flefh of thefe three animals will 
44 fuftain me a whole month, or longer.

44 A man, fuffices for one month ; a fawn, and 
44 a boar, for two ; a fnake, for a whole day ; and 
44 then I will devour the bowftring. When the 
44 firft impulfe of his hunger was allayed, he 
44 faid : This flefli is not yet tender, let me tafte 
44 the twifted ftring, with which the horns of this 
44 bow are joined. So faying, he began to gnaw 
44 i t ; but in the inftant when he had cut the 
44 ftring, the braced bow leaped forcibly up, and 
44 wounded him in the breaft, fo that he departed 
44 in the agonies of death. This I meant when 
44 I cited the verfe: Frugality fhould ever be 
44 pradtifed, &c.

44 Befides:
44 What a rich man gives, and what he con- 

44 fumes, that is his real wealth; when he dies 
“ other covetous men will fport with his riches, 
44 and with his women, •
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“ What thou giveft to diftinguifhed men, and 
“ what thou eateft every day, that, in my opi- 
“  nion, is thine own wealth. Whofe is the 
“ remainder which thou hoardeft ?

“ But let this pafs, what ufe is there in refum- 
“ fag old topics ?

“ Wife and learned men feek not unattainable 
“ things, grieve not for what is loft, and vex not 
“ themfelves in the hour of danger.

“ Follow this pradice, my friend, and be con- 
“ tent.

“ Many who read the fcriptures are grofsly ig- 
“ norant; but he who ads well is a truly learned 
** man.

“ The recovery of the lick is attained by care- 
“ ful meditation, not by knowing only the names 
“  of the patients.

“ A man eminent in learning, has not even 
“ a little virtue, if he fears to pradtife it. What 
“ precious things can be fhown to a blind man 
4t by a lamp, which he holds in his hand.

“ My friend, new friendship will be con- 
“ traded with the helps which a new country 
“ will fupply. The rat faid : But this muft not 
“ be complied with.

“ Since it is written :
“ A  prince, a woman of high rank, a prieft, 

“ an obedient fervant, a counfellor, never profper 
“ by leaving their natiye places ; in this refped
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“ men refemble their teeth, their hair, and their 
“ nails. Merit hara faid: This however is the 
“ fpeech of a weak man,

“ Since others write :
“ Lions, elephants, and brave men, leave their 

“ country, and profper ; while ravens, cowards, 
“ and deer, remain in theirs and perifh.

“ Thus, too, it is faid :
“ What is the bufmefs of a valiant and wife 

*c man ? What other country can he know, but 
“ that which he has fubdued by the ftrength of 
“ his arm ?

In the foreft of which a lion armed with 
teeth, claws, and a tremendous tail, becomes 

“ poffeffor; even there he quenches his thirft 
“ with the blood of the princely elephant whom 
“ he has flain.

“ Frogs repair to a fmall pond, fifh to a full 
■ ‘ lake ; but all the wealth of others, comes to 
“ a man who exerts himfelf.

“ * continually am enjoying prefent pleafure, 
or feeling prefent pain : thus pains and plea- 
fures revolve like a wheel!

The goddefs of profperity haftens volunta- 
“ rily to inhabit the manfion of that brave man,
“ who lives contented, difpatches his bufinfefs,
“ knows the difference of adions, is able to bear 

misfortunes, and is hrm in friendfhip !
A hero, even without riches, attains an en ■
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creafe of honour; but a bafe man, with all his 
“ collected wealth, treads the path of infamy.

“ How can a dog, by running away with a 
« necklace of gold, obtain the noble fpirit of a 
“ lion, whofe nature leads to the acquifition of 
<£ eminent virtues ?

“ What means thy pride, O wealthy man ? 
“  When thy wealth is gone thou art miferable ;
“ and the riches of men are tofled about, like a 
“ ball from hand to hand.

The fhadow of fummer clouds, the friend- 
“ fhip of wicked men, green corn, and women, 
“  youth, and wealth, all thefe are enjoyed but a 
“ fhort time.

“ Strive not eagerly to attain provifions, they 
“ are provided by G od : when the new-born 
“ animal falls from the mother, her nipples drop 
“ milk for his fupport.

“ Yet more, my friend :
“ He, by whom white flamans, green parrots, 

“  and richly coloured peacocks, were made, will 
“  furely find provifion for thee !

“ Hear alfo, my beloved, the wonderful-pro-
perty of riches : they who are acquiring them 

“ endure pain; and when they have acquired 
“ them, are harafled with perils; whence then 
(e can proceed the delights of wealth ?

“ Still farther :
“ Even with the love of virtue, the purfuit of
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“ wealth Is excelled by poverty: it is better to 
“ {land at a diflance from mud, than to be defiled 
“ by bathing in it. Therefore, as food is ac- 
“ quired by fowls in the air, by birds and beafls 
“ of prey on earth, and by fifh in the water, fo 
“ may a man be in all places rich.

“ As death is apprehended by all animals, fo 
** the apprehenfions of the rich from kings, from 
“  water, from fire, from robbers, from relations, 
“ never ceafe !

“ In many births is pain ; and what pain may 
“ not infue? When will there be no defire of 
t£ wealth? A defire which is infatiable.

“ Again, O my brother, hear :
“ Riches are not eafily acquired, and when 

“ acquired, are with extreme care preferved ; 
“ when death comes they are gone, be not there- 
“ fore anxious for wealth.

“ If thirfl of riches be abandoned, who is 
“ poor ? But if it continue, and a river of gold 
“  be given to fatisfy it, yet mean habits of fervi- 
“ lity will remain with it.

From the attainment of every defired ob- 
u j e<-̂ 5 the defire is fatisfied ; if converfely the 

defire be fatisfied, a man, rich in himfelf, has 
“ obtained-his objedt!

“ Still farther :
What ufe is there in wealth to him who 

“  neither gives nor enjoys it ? What is flrength
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«* to him who fubdues not_his own foes ? What 
“ fignifies a knowledge of the Scripture to him 
*« -who fails to praCtife virtue ? What is the foul 
“ itfelf to him who keeps not his own body in 
“ fubjeCtion ?

“ Why ffiould many wTOrds be ufed ? Let the 
** prefent time be fpent in confidential difcourfe.

“ As it is writteii :
« Friendfhips, even after death ; refentments 

“ before it, appeafed ; and aboundlefs liberality ; 
“ thefe are not the qualities of little fouls.

“ Thou art kind, friend Merit hard, faid Laghu- 
“ ■patanaca, and art ever difpofed to give a juft 
** protection.

“ As the poet fays :
“ By means of the good, are the good extri- 

« cated from difficulties; as elephants who ftick 
“ in a quagmire, can be drawn out only by
“ elephants !

<c An honeft man is delighted with an honeft 
« man ; but the bafe take no delight in the juft ; 
“ as the bee approaches the lotus with a foft 
“ murmur, not the frog who ftays fixed in one
“ fpot.

“ Again:
“ He is the only valuable man, he- is the moft 

** excellent; he is a man of real worth, from whofe 
“ prefence neither they who afk alms, nor they 
“ who feek protection, depart hopelefs or un- 
“ fuccefsful.

VOL.  XI .  e
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“  The three true ffiends, therefore, feeding:
and roving at pleafure, lived with content and

“ happinefs. Sometime after, an antelope, named
“ Chitranga, or painted-hide, fhewing great
“ marks of fear, came to the place where the
“  friends were aflembled; each of them per-
“ ceiving his approach, looked back with appre-
“ henfion of danger: the tortoife entered the
ic water, the rat his hole, and the crow flew to
“ the top of a tree. The crow, however, look-
“ ing round to a confiderable diftance, faw no
il j u^ ground of dread ; and on his report they
“ all reaflembled. When the tortoife perceived
“ the fawn, he faid : Welcome, good antelope,
“ enjoy here the pleafure of grazing at will; and
“ honour this foreft by making it your abode. I
“ am terrified by a hunter, faid Chitranga, and
“ come to leek your prote&ion. He who rc-
“ jedts another, feeking his protection, commits
“ a crime, fay the learned, equal to that of kill—
“ ing a Brahman. I am deflrous of obtainin'^\ &

your friendfhip. A contra£t of amity with 
“ you, anfwered Hiranyaca, is readily formed 

by us.
“ As he poet fays :

“ We may diftinguifh four forts of friend- 
“ fhip ; that contracted by our fons, that by our 
“ kinfmen, that tranfmitted by our anceftors, 
“ and that which preferves ourfelves from 

danger.
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Live here then without any diftinftion be- 
“  tween our abode, and ybur own home.

“ When the antelope heard this he was de- 
lighted, and having grazed and roamed at his 

“ eafe, drank fome water from a pool, and flept 
“ by the fide of it, under the fhade of a tree.

%i According to the couplet:
“ Spring water, the Ihade of the * Bata-tree* 

“  and a houfe built with bricks; thefe are warm 
in the cold feafon, and cool in the hot.
“ Friend antelope, faid Ment'hara when he 

“ waked, what can’ft thou fear in this, unfre- 
“ quented thicket, which hunters feldom or 
** never vifit?

“ The antelope anfwered, In the country of 
« Calinga is a prince, named Rucmangada, who 
“ advancing with preparations to fubdue the 
“ adjacent regions, has fixed his ftation near the 
** river Chandrabhaga; and a report has pre~ 
“  vailed that he will come with a party of 
“ huntfmen early in the morning towards the 
“ lake Car pur a, fo that our flay here this morn- 
“ ing appears dangerous ; fuggeft fome con- 
“ trivance for our fafety.

“ The tortoife heariftg this, faid, with marks 
** of fear: I will conceal myfelf in this pond*

# Ficus o f LinnxuSi 

E 2
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w The crow and antelope faid : We will feek
“  a different hiding-place.

“ Merit'hara, faid the rat, laughing, has an 
« advantage in returning to the water : what 
« advantage has an animal who lives only on 
“ land ?

“  Thus it is faid :
“ Water is the flrength of aquatic animals, a 

•< moat of thofe who inhabit it, their own coun- 
“ try of thofe whb travel on foot, and of princes’ 
“ valour: with this admonition, friend Merit'- 
“ hara, be it as you determine ; yet, when the 
“ banker’s fon faw the woman ftrike her breaft,
“ he was unhappy, and fuch unhappinefs will 
“ befall you if we are injured. How was that ?
“ faid the company.

“ In the country of Canyacuja, faid the rat, 
is a prince named Virafena, and his fon, named 

“ Furangabala, holds the vice-royalty of a large 
“ city called Virapura ; the prince was im- 

menfely rich, and in the prime of youth. As 
“ he was walking in the city, under his com- 
“ mand, he faw a moft lovely girl named 
“ Lavanyavati, or (with a fine complexion) the 
“ wife of - a banker. When he came to his , 
“ palace, his mind being diffracted with paffion, 
“ he fent a female meffenger to her. Lavanya- 
41 vatiy on her part, was delighted with the fight
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“ of the prince, and her bofom was rent with the 
“ arrow of love, fo that fhe fixed her mind, on 
“ him alone.

“ As it is written
“ No man is hated by woman, and none is 

“ truly beloved by them ; as cattle in a foreft 
“ Peek for pafture frefh and fvefh.

. “ This damfel, therefore, having heard the 
“ difcourfe of the female meflenger, fpoke thus : 
“ I am wholly at the fervice of my hufband : 
“ how then can this be complied witlv?

“ It is written :
u She is a wife, who is attentive to her fa- 

“ mily; fhe is a wife, who is the life of her 
“ hufband; fhe is a wife, who faithfully fervec

him ; fhe is not to be named a wife, in whom 
“ a hufband is not happy.

“ A hufband who has called on the fire to atteft 
“ his faith, is furely the foie afylum of his wife ; 
“ the beauty of a cocil is his long ; the beauty 
“ of a woman is obedience to her hufband ; the 
“ beauty of the ugly is learning; meeknefs is 
“ the beauty of the pious ; but if the lord of my 
** life fhall tell me to do fuch things, I am ready to 
“ commit even this great fin! Is this true? faidthe 
“ woman. Perfectly true, anfwered Lavanyavatt.

“ The female emiffary reported all this con- 
“ verfation to Turangabala\ and when the prince
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“ heard it, he faid : the man > mud be invited, 
and bring his wife here, and then fhe may 

i( be gained. But how can this be effected, faid 
“ the woman, think of fome contrivance.

^ For it is written :
u That may be accomplifhed by a ftratagem, 

“ which force cannot accomplifh : an elephant 
was (lain by a fhakal, who led him into a 

“ quagmire.
Turangabada afked, How that happened ? 

“ and the old woman anfwered :
“ In the foreft of Bj'abma lives an elephant, 

u named Carpuratilica, whom, when the fhakals 
“ faw, they faid among themfelves, If this ani- 
“ mal can, by any ftratagem, be killed we fhall 

be fupplied with food from his carcafe for 
“ four months. An old fhakal upon this boldly 
cc faid : By my fagacity and courage his death 
“ fhall be effected. He accordingly went clofe 
“ to the elephant, and faluting him by bending 
u his whole body, thus addrefled him : Divine 
“ beaft ! grant me the favour of an interview. 
iC Who art thou ? faid the elephant, and whence 
“ doft thou come hither ? I am, replied he, a 
a fhakal, furnamed Little and Wife, and am fent 
“ into thy prefence by the affembled inhabitants 
iC of thefe woods. Since the vaft foreft cannot 
u fubfift without a king, it is therefore deter-
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*c mined to perform the ceremony of wafhing 
^•thee, as fovereign of the foreft; thee who art 

poflefled of every princely virtue.
“ Thus it is faid :

“ He who is eminent in birth, virtue, and 
u piety, fplendid, juft, perfect in morals, is fit to 
“ be a ruler in this world. 1

“ Again :
u Let a man firft choofe his king, then his 
wife, and then acquire his property. 
u If there be no king among mortals, whence 

“ can riches flow ? Befides, a king, like the 
“ clouds, is the fupporter of all animals : when 
“ the clouds produce no rain, or the king is 

vitious, no being can live.
Farther

u A man always intent on gain, is bound to 
*c a£t wrell in this life, almoft wholly by the fear 

of punifhment ; and an honeft man is hard to 
u be found ! Thus a woman is obliged by the 
“ dread of punifhment to take a hufband of her 
u own family, though he be bafe, or dull, fick, 
“ or poor.

“ Left, therefore, the fortunate time for thy 
“ inauguration fhould flip away, come quickly; 
u fo laying, he rofe, and erecting his tail, ran on ; 
Li while the elephant, conceiving in his mind the 
** defire of royalty, marched in the fame rbad 
** with the fhakal, and ftuck in a deep bog.
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“ Friend fhakal, faid he, what can now be con- 
“ trived for my efcape? I am fallen into a quag- 
** mire, and cannot rife out of it. The fhakal 
“ faid, laughing : Take hold of my tail, my 
“ lord, and get out by the help of it. Such is 
a the fruit, faid the elephant, of my confidence 
“ in your deceitful fpeech. 

c< As the poet fays :
“ If thou enjoyed the company of the good, 

“ then wilt thou thyfelf be happy (good) ; but if 
“  thou failed into company with the wicked, 
“ then wilt thou fall indeed !

“ Therefore* I faid : That may be accom-. 
“ plifhed by a dratagem, &c.

“ Afterwards, by the old woman’s advice, the 
“ prince took into his fervice the banker’s fon, 
“ named Charndatta, the hufband of his be- 
“ loved, and employed him in all confidential 
“ affairs. One day the prince coming frefh from 
“ the bath, adorned with gold and gems, faid to 
u him : I mud celebrate the * Gauri Puja for a 
“ whole month ; and on each day, beginning 
** from the prefent, thou mud bring me, in turn, 
“ a young woman of good family, who may 
"  pray for me to the goddefs as fervently as fhe 
“ can. Charudatta accordingly brought a young

* Gauri, one of the names of the confort of Siva; alfo, a 
fair young woman.
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“ woman of rank, and delivered to him, and 
“ then concealed himfelf to difcover what he 
“  would do; but the prince, without even 
“ touching the damfel, decorated her with a rich 
u drefs, paid his adoration together with her to 
u the goddefs, and inftantly difmiffed her with 
“ a guard. The hufband having feenthis, with 
“ an eager defire of gain, next day brought and 
<c introduced his own wife to the prince, who 
“ knowing Langalavati, whom he tenderly 
“  loved, immediately arofe, and clofely embraced 
c‘ her, and his eyes expanding with joy, led her 

to a couch adorned with gems ; whilft Cha- 
u rutta, having written this on his mind, but 

ignorant how he fhould a£t, flood by affli&ed 
and tormented. Thus, therefore, muft thou 

“ a6f and fuggeft fome prudent fcheme. The 
“ tortoife, however, not regarding this friendly 
“ difcourfe, abandoned the lake and ftole away, 
u while the rat, and the other friends, followed 
a him. As they advanced a little farther on, a 
“ huntfman, beating the thicket, found the tor- 
“ toife, and having tied him to his bow, brought 
“ him in painful agitation to his houfe. The 
u fawn, the rat, and the crow, feeing this, were 
u opprefled with grief. The rat mournfully ex- 
“ claimed : I find no end of misfortunes : like 
a a perfon who attempts to traverfe the ocean,
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“  one calamity is followed by another, and to 
“ this pain many dangers are added.

“ Yet more :
A friendfhip arifing from nature, grows by 

** a change of fortune; and a virtuous being 
“ abandons, not even in danger, a friendfhip 
“ which art has not formed.

“ Not in a mother, not in wives, not in a 
“ twin brother, not in a fon, can men have fuch 
“ confidence, as in a friend united by confor- 
“ mity of difpofition !

“ Thus am I extremely miferable ! Alas, my 
“ unhappy deftiny !

“ It is therefore written :
“ Happinefs and mifery are caufed by each 

“ man’s ads in a former ftate: thus, in this 
“ life even, I fee the bad fruits of a preceding 
“ birth.

“ The body approaches to decay ; and riches 
“ produce danger, in coming and departing: all 
“ things that grow are fubjed to diffolution.

“ Then, being yet more anxious, he faid :
“  The prefervers from grief, from enemies, 

“ from fear, the feat of affedion and confidence 
“ is friendfhip, a little word of two fyllables. 
“ By whom was this precious gem created ?

“ An union producing trhe affedion, the de- 
light of both eyes and heart, a.precious vafe,
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« in which to depofit both pleafure and pain, is 
« hard to be acquired ; but fuch friends, as in 
“ time of profperity make a buftle through defire 
“ of gain, are every where to be found. Their 

{jncerity muft be tried by the touchftone of 
“  adverlity.

“ Then the rat, with various emotions of an- 
« guifh, thus addreffed the crow and the fawn: 

“ As long as the hunter (hall remain in the 
« wood, an effort muft be made to recover the 
“ tortoife.

“ Both of them faid : Tell us quickly what 
“  muft bedone.'

“ Let the fawn, faid Hiranyaca, go near the 
“ pond, and, lying motionlefs, make himfelf ap- 

pear as if he was dead, while the crow, fitting 
“ on him, pecks him a little with his beak ; 
“ when the greedy hunter fees this, he will cer- 
“ tainly leave the tortoife, and go haftily for the 
“ flefh of the antelope; I, in the mean time, 
“ will gnaw the firing which binds our friend !

The fawn and crow both went, and did 
“ immediately as they were directed. The 
“ hunter being fatigued had drank’ Lome water, 
“ and was fitting iftider a tree, when he faw the 
‘ * antelopefall. Then taking a large knife he 
“ went with great joy towards him, while 
“ Hiranyaca gnawed in two the firing ; upon
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“  which the tortoife repaired with all pofiible 
“ fpeed to the pool, and funk in the water.
“  When the antelope faw the hunter approach 
“  he rofe and ran away, while the crow flew 
« into the air. As foon as the rapacious hunter 
“ returned to the tree, he miffed the tortoife, and

with vexation exclaimed : This is the con- 
“ fequence of having a£ted unadvifedly.

“ He who leaves things certain, and purfues 
“  things uncertain, lofes what he had obtained,
“ and miffes what he experts.

“ The hunter then returned home, while the 
« tortoife and his friends, all free from danger, 
“ returned to their ftations, and paffed their lives 
“ with pleafure.

“  Make friends, both ftrong and weak, as 
«« you fee how the tortoife was releafed from 
“  bondage by a rat.”

The princes then faid with delight: “  The 
u happy union of thefe friends will contribute to 
“ our improvement!”

“  Let this then be your great object, and more 
u than this,” faid Vijhnufarman.

“ As it is written :
“  Attach thyfelf to a virtuous friend, and 

£t bring down the goddefs of abundance on thy 
“ country. Let kings nourifh and protect the 
“  world ; conftantly fixed in the path of juftjce:
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« iet virtue be wedded to you,0  monarch*! that 
<« y0U may give happinefs to the hearts of the 
“ virtuous ; and may the G od, who decorates 
“ his brow with a waning moon, grant felicity 
“  to all mankind !”

t h e  end  of t h e  f i r s t  book .
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BOOK T IIE  SE C O N D .

Suhridbheda, or the Breach o f Friendship

T h e  princes then faid: “ Great fir, the acqui- 
4‘ fition of friends has been heard ; it is our de-

fire now to hear a difcourfe on the breach of 
44 friendfhip.”

44 Hear then/’ faid Vifhnufarman, 44 the book 
44 Suhndbbeda, of which this is the fir ft. verfe.

“ The great and cncreafed friendfhip of the 
€i lion and the bull, in the foreft, was broken by 
u an artful and covetous fhakal.”

44 How was that faid the princes.
Vijhnufarman anfwered : 44 In the country 

44 of DacJfjw  ̂ or South, is a city named Souver- 
44 navati, where lived a very rich banker, named 
4< V?rddbamana ; who, with all his wealth, feeing 
44 others very opulent, ftill refolved to encreafe 
44 his own riches.

44 For:
44 Whofe greatnefs is not occafioned by feeing 

44 others lower and lower than himfelf? All 
44 men are poor who fee others higher and higher 
44 than them.

44 He who thinks himfelf well provided for



i4 by fmall pofteffions, will not, in my opinion,
44 have them encreafed by the'Creator of the 
44 world.

a Luchmi, the goddefs of profperity, defires 
44 not to dwell with a lazy unemployed man.

44 May women be unable to bring forth a 
44 fon, who fhall not exert himfelf, who is dif- 
44 contented, weak, and giving pleafure to his 
44 foes.

44 Gain all you can, and what you gain, keep 
u with care ; what you keep, encreafe, and what

you encreafe, beftow on good works.
46 The man who neither gives in charity, nor 

44 enjoys his wealth, which every day encreafes, 
44 breathes, indeed, like the bellows of a fmith 
44 but cannot be faid to live.

44 He who augments not his fubftance, 
44 though he fpends little, waftes away like a 
44 medicine applied to weak eyes. Riches not 
44 employed, are of no ufe.

44 Let a man, who remarks the fpeedy wade 
44 of eye-water, and the quick encreafe of a white 
44 ant’s neft, fuffer no day to pals unfruitful in 
44 charity, ftudy, and good works !

44 By the fall of water-drops the pot is filled ; 
44 fuch is the encreale of riches, of knowledge, 
44 and of virtue !

44 Having thus meditated, the banker yoked 
44 his two bulls, named Sanjivaca and Nandaca;
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« and having laden a waggon with various ar- 
“ tides of trade, repaired towards Cajhmir.

“  Since:
** What burden is too great for thofe who can 

“ bear it ? What is diftance to thofe who have 
“ important affairs ? What is refidence in a fo- 
“  reign country to the learned ? Who is a 
“ foreigner to thofe who fpeak civilly?

*c As he was travelling on a mountain, called 
<c Sudurgay his bull, named Sanjivaca, fell and 
“  broke his knee; which the merchant obferving, 
“ thus faid to himfelf:

“ Let a wife moralift tranfad his bufinefs in 
“ all parts of the world, his reward will be, that* 
“ which is fixed in the mind of God !

“ Farther:
“ The man who poffeffes true learning, muft 

K ad  when he is fent on bufinefs with difpatch : 
<l knowledge certainly prefcribes difpatch in the 
“  foul of man ; but fear, which is the ruin of all 
,c adions, muft be laid afide on all occafions : by 
“ difcarding fear, and difcharging our duty, fuc- 
“ cefs is obtained.

“  So faying, he left Sanjivaca, and having, 
“ yoked another bull, packed up his goods and 
“ proceeded. Sanjivaca, towards the end of the 
“ day, rofe up, as well as he could, by the help 
“  of his three legs.

“ For:
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44 Of an animal plunged in the ocean, fallen 
tc from a mountain, or bitten by a fnake, the 
14 allotted will of heaven preferves the life.

“ Some days having paft, Sanjivaca was able 
“ to traverfe the foreft, where grazing and fport- 
44 ing at pleafure, he was delighted, grew plump 
44 and ftrong, and lowed with vehemence.

44 In the fame foreft a lion, named Pingalica, 
*4 was enjoying the delight of dominion obtained 
44 by his own arm.

44 As it is written:
44 There is no wafhing in holy water; no 

44 homage paid by beafts to a lion who gains 
44 power by his own ftrength; his empire is 
44 from himfelf.

44 One day the lion, diftradted by thirft, went 
44 near the Yamuna with intention to drink of 
44 its water, and there the lowing of the bull, a 
44 found before unheard by him, firft ftruck his 
44 ear, like the roaring of a thunder cloud ; upon 
44 which he retired without tailing the water, 
44 and returned, intimidated, to his own den, 
44 Handing filent, and confidering what it could 
44 be. In this pofture he was perceived by two 
44 lhakals, fons of his minifter, named Carataca 
44 and Damanaca; the fecond of whom, ob- 
44 ferving it, thus addrefled the former: Friend 
44 Carhtaciz, for what reafon did the lion, who
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“ was thirfty, flay fo fhort a time, that he could 
“ not' tafte that clearwater? My friend, an- 
“ fwered Carataca, it is my opinion, that we 
“ have not attended to perform fome fervice; but 
“ why fhould we ftrive to guefs what he wants, 
“ for we have both been long hated by the king, 
“  and yet great pain is endured by us.

“ As it is faid :
“ See what is done by fervants, who feek 

“ wealth by their fervice ; their bodies are un- 
“ der the command of another, and their own 

is taken away by fools !
“ Again :

“  While men, protected by others, bear the 
“ pain of cold, heat, and wind, the learned and 
“  pious are happy in the enjoyment of bodily 
“ eafe.

Yet more :
“ That life is good which is not fuftained by 

“ another : If they who are dependent on others 
“ be truly alive, who are dead ?

“ Befides :
“  Come, go, fall, Hand up, fpeak, keep filence : 

“ thus do the rich fport with their wealth, which 
“ lwallow up thofe who are caught by ex- 
“ pedlation.

“ For:
“  The foolilh, through defire of gain, make

C6 SUHRLDBHEDA, OR THE

4



a themfelves like harlots, polilhing and improv- 
« ing themfelves, and offering prefents to other
“  men.

“ Farther:
“ Servants, that their matter may not be in a; 

« paffion, ftri&ly obey his very look, which,- 
“ by its nature, is variable.

“ And it is added ;
“ He falutes for the fake of gain ; for the fake 

« of living he refigns the privileges of life; he is 
« miferable for the fake of pleafure.

“ Who, if fuch a one be called wife, deferves
“ the name of fool ?

“ Still farther:
“ If he be blent, he is called a fool; if elo- 

“ quent, a madman, or a pratler; at hand, an 
“ artful fellow ; at a diftance, a bad attendant; i£ 
“ patient, a coward; if he cannot endure bad 
“ treatment, an errant rafcal: the duty of a fer- 
“ vant is extremely hard, and not performabie 
“ even by faints!

“ This, replied Datnanaca, is not always to 
<f be fuppofed, for why Ihould not the great be 
“ ferved for the fake of their favour ? They 
“  who are foon pleafed, and gratify the wilhes 
“  of their fervants.

“ Again :
<£ Whence fhould men out of place have 

“  wealth, which makes others give way to the
F 3
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“ fan grooms of their horfes ? Whence lhould 
“ they procure white umbrellas with long 
“ {ticks, horfes, elephants, and a troop of at- 
“ tendants ?

“ Carataca rejoined: Yet, what is our fer- 
“ vice ? we ought certainly to leave it.

“ Mark !
“ He who defires to perform what is not his 

« bufmefs, falls dead to the ground, like the 
“ monkey who took up the timber. How, faid 
“ Damanaca, happened that ?

“ There is in Magadhadefa, faid Carataca, 
“ near Dhermaranya, a writer named Subhada, 
“ and intending to give an entertainment, a new 
“ aflembly room was begun to be built; a car- 
“ penter having fawed through part of a beam 
“ it fell on the ground, and a wedge was fixt 
“ between the two pieces of wood. In that 
“ place a herd of large monkeys, inhabitants of 
“ the forefl, came playing tricks; and one of 
“ them, againft whom the ftaff of death was fent, 
“ having taken the beam with both his paws, fat 
“ down upon i t ; when the two pieces of fawed 
“ wood caught him, and he was fo cruihed that 
“ he perilhed : therefore, I faid, He who defires 
“ to perform what is not his bufmefs, &c.

“ Yet, faid Damanaca, a fervant muft indu- 
“ bitably perform the talk affigned by his mailer.

* And, faid Carataca, a mailer being abfoiute
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“ in the whole extent of his dominion, may ap~ 
“ point a chief counfellor; a fervant, therefore, 
“ Ihould never talk of bufinefs which does not 
“ belong to him. He who talks of what is 
“  not his bufinefs, even through a regard for 
“ his mafter, may be beaten, like the afs, with 
“ clamorous reproof, and die of pain !

“ How, faid Damanaca, did that happen?
“ In Varanas, replied Carataca (or Baranafi% 

“ not B enares lived a wafherman, named Car- 
“ purapata; one night having amufed himfelf 
“ with his young wife, he fell fail afleep ; when 

a thief entered his houfe to fteal his cloaths. 
“ In the court-yard an afs was tied, and a dog 
“ fat by him.

“ The afs faid to the dog : This is your bu- 
“ finefs ; What means this ? Why doll not thou 
“ bark loud, and wake our mafter? Why Ihouldft 
“ thou talk of my bufinefs ? faid the dog; thou 
“ knoweft the whole, and as well as I have long 
(< guarded this man’s houfe ; for this reafon, he 
“ has long, while he had no fear, ceafed to think 
“ of my food, and now wholly negledts to give 
“ i t : fuch is the negledt of mafters, when they 
“ fee nothing alarming.

“ Hear, thou blockhead, faid the afs, the ca- 
“ nine race is by nature impure, and not to be 

touched, and fee what they become by fervice;
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“ for, what fort of .a fervant, or what fort of a 
friend is he, who begs for food while he is

“ doing his duty?
“ Hear too, faid the dog :

“ What fort of a mafter is that, who does not 
honour his fervants while they difcharge their 

“ duty ?
“ Since it is written:

“ To protect fervants, to ferve matters, and 
“  to difcharge moral duties, there is no need of 
“  dragging by violence !

“ The afs, in a paflion, faid : Thou art an old 
il finner: but as to what thou fayeft of defert- 

ing the buttnefs of my mafter, be it foj and 
“ let me take fuch jneafure§ as will awaked 
“ him !

ft Since:
“ With the back a man Ihould venerate the 

“ fun, with his breaft the fire, his mafter with 
“  every eircumftance, and thofe of other worlds 
“ with fincerity!

“ Thus having fpoken, he brayed aloud upon 
“ which the wafherman, awakened by the found, 
“ and enraged that his lazy Humber was in- 
“ terrupted, beat the afs violently with his 

wafhing ftick. Therefore, I fay: He who 
“ talks, &c.

T h e .b u fin e fs  ap p o in ted  fo r u s b o th  b y  o u r

TO SUHRIDBHEDA, OR THE



“ lord, is-the hunting for game, and let us talk 
<£ of what belongs to u s: but of this incident 
“  there is no occafion to talk ; we are both fed 
“ with a quantity of food, and even a remnant 
“ is left. Damanaca anfwered, with anger :■ 
“ What, doeft thou ferve the king for food only! 
“  This was abfurdly faid.

“ For ;
“ To benefit friends and punifh enemies, a  

“ great man feeks the favour of a  prince not 
“ merely to fill his belly !

“ Yet more :
“ Such a life many lead; and let fuch a man 

“ live : What ! does not the crow fill his crop 
“ by means of his bill ?

“ See:
“ With five pana’s of fhells any man may 

“ procure attendance; and any man, by ftronger 
“ reafon, with a hundred tho.ufand ! But a fer- 
“ vant, who acts well, is not acquired by ten 
“ myriads.

“ Service is extremely odious in the human 
“ fpecies, who are all equal: Can he who is not 
“ the chief in it, be numbered among living 
“ creatures ?

“ Thus too it is faid :
“ Between a horfe, an elephant, and iron uten- 

“ fils ; between wood, ftone, and cloth j between 
“ man, woman, and water, there is an ex trem e
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“ diverfity; fee alfo the difference between a 
matter and a Have.
a The dog belonging to him who gives him 

il a cake of boiled rice, wags his tail, bends his 
legs, and falls on the ground, fhewing his 
teeth and his belly; while the princely ele- 

“  phant looks ftedfaftly,and with an hundred foft 
** words, is, at length, only prevailed on to take 
“ fuch food as he likes.

“  Yet more;
“ That courfe which men purfue for a fhort 

“  time, but with Jailing renown, never feparated 
“  from learning, valour, and fame, this the 
Ci wife truly call living ; not that of the crow, or 
“ raven, who live, indeed, long, and devour their 
“  food !

“ Again:
“ What is the diftindtion between a mere 

** brute, and that man-beaft who has po know- 
“ ledge or thought of wrong, or right, whom 
“ the affemblies pf the learned in heavenly wif- 

dom drive from their company, and who feeks 
“ only the gratification of his appetite.

*  Both of us now are without authority^
11 what have we then to do with this copfider- 
t( ation ?

“ How long a time, replied Damanaca, is 3
u counfellor ^cc[uiring reputation, or degrafia* 
u tjon ?
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“ For:
“  Not every perfon here below becomes great 

“ by his nature, or obedient, or wicked, or ac- 
“ quires the rank of fpiritual guide, or his de- 
“ puty; a man’s own efforts are what make him 
“  a man !

“ Yet more:
“  As a ftone is raifed with great labour up a 

(< mountain, but is thrown down in an inftant; 
“ thus are our virtues acquired with difficulty, 

and our vices with eafe.
“ What then doft thou purpofe ? faid Cara- 

f* taca.
■ “ Of this Pingalaca, our mafter, faid Dama- 
il naca, I would know by what fear he was 
“ moved to return and lie quiet. What, faid 
“ Carataca, doft thou know of it ? W hat, an- 
“ fwered he, may not be known by it ?

“ A meaning, well explained, is underftood by 
a brute; horfes and elephants, when driven, 

“ carry burdens; but a fkilful perfon under- 
“  ftands what is not fpoken ; a good under- 
“ ftanding certainly reaps the fruit of knowing 
“  another’s intention. I therefore, by fpeaking 

of fear in fit, or unfit difcourfe, will make this 
lion my own.

“ Since it is written:
“ He is truly wife who knows a fpeech adapt- 
ed to the occafion; a friend naturally attached
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“ to him ; and refentment proportioned to his
ftrength !
“ My friend, faid Carataca, it has long been 

te obferved by me, that thou ait very learned 5 
“ why then art thou unfit for fervice?

“ Since it is faid :
“ He who enters the chamber of his lord with- 

<c out being ordered ; who talks much with-
out being afked ; who confiders himfelf as a 

« favourite, has a dull underftanding.
“ My good friend, faid Danianaca, why fhould

“ I be unfit for fervice ?
“ Obferve:

“ What is there in its nature which is fair, or 
“ unfair ? What is pleafing to any one, that is 
“ beauty to him ?

“ Thus;
“ Whatfoever is the nature of any man, by 

“ means of knowing that, a wife perfon enters 
“ into his heart, and foon lays him under an 
“ obligation.

“ Yet more :
“ He who fays, Here am I, and order me in 

t£ every thing; and he who performs what is 
lt ordered, as well as he is able, attaches his 
“ mafter to him.

“ Further:
£t He who difobeysthe commands of princes, 

“ who pays no attention to Brahmans, wh£
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ic Ileeps with different women, is wounded and 
flain without a weapon.

“ Still farther:
“ A minifter, who is lincere, learned, not 

« covetous, continually attending, like a Ihadow, 
e* not refufing any talk impofed, he dwells in the
ft palace of a prince.

“ If thou goeft, faid Carataca, at any unfea- 
“  fonable time, our mailer will be difpleafed with
f* thee.

«  Be it fo, faid the other, yet a fervant ought 
f‘ certainly to prefent himfelf.

“ Since :
“ To begin no work for fear of doing wrong, 
is the way of a bad man : What man, my bro- 

“ ther, would abandon food for fear of iadi-
“ geftion ?

“ Again :
«’ A prince favours a man who is neareft to 
him, though void of learning, of rank, and of 
probity.

“ To fum up all:
“ A king, a woman, and a creeping plant, 

“ alike twine round him who Hands by their 
“ fide.

“ Let us fee, faid Carataca, what thou wilt 
“ fay firft, my friend, when thou haft gone thi- 
^  ther,
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««Firft, faid Damanaca, I muft know whether 
« he is favourably, or unfavourably, difpofed. 
“  What means are there, faid Carutaca, of

knowing this ? Hear, he anfwered.
“  By feeing him fmile at a diftance ; by the 

“ great regard fhewn in queftions ; by praifing 
« the abfent; by bringing agreeable events to
“ remembrance.

“ Again:
« Favourable difcourfe to a fervant; prefents 

“ that denote affe&ion ; even in blaming faults, 
“ taking notice of virtues; thefe are the manners 
“ of a kind mafter.

“ It is alfo faid :
“ By taking up the whole time of a fervant; 

“ by encreafing expectation; by denying reward; 
“ a fenfible man knows this to be the condud of 
“ an ill-difpofed lord.

“ When I have well confidered all this, the 
“ lion will become docile to my purpofe ; then 
“ will I fpeak.

“ Since:
“ The wife exhibit, as clearly as if it were 

“ difplayed before our eyes, the doCtrine be- 
“ longing to the fcience of ethicks. That danger 
“  arifes from pointing out evil, arid fuccefs from 
“ pointing out a remedy.

“ Still, my good friend, faid Carataca, it is
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{i n o t p ro p e r  fo r  th e e  to  u fe  unfeafonable dif- 

“  courfe .
“  S in c e :

“  I f  Vrihafpati h im fe lf  w ere  to  fpeak  u n fea - 

“  fo nab ly , h e  w o u ld  m eet n o t o n ly  w ith  lofs o f  

«  re p u ta tio n  fo r fenfe, b u t w ith  d ifgrace.
Damanaca h a v in g  confidered  th is , fa id : F ea r 

“  n o t, f r ie n d , I w ill n o t  fp eak  a n  un feafonab le  

“  w o rd .
“  S ince  :

“  In  im m in e n t d an g er, in  th e  p u rfu it  o f  evil 

“  o b je d s , in  a  feafon u n p ro p itio u s  fo r  a d io n ,  a  
“  fe rv an t w h o  feeks th e  love o f  h is m afte r, m u ll  

“  fp eak  even  w ith o u t b e in g  a lk e d  ! I f ,  th e re -  

“  fo re , I  m u ll  n o t fpeak  on  fu ch  a  p ro p e r  oc- 

“  cafion , m y  office o f  co u n fe llo r is red u ced  to  

C£ n o th in g .
“  S in c e :

“  A pp lau fe  is g iv e n  b y  g ood  m en  to  h im  w h o  
“  Ihew s m un ificence  ; a n d  th a t  v ir tu e  Ih o u ld  be  
“  p referved  and  a u g m e n te d  b y  h im  w h o  pofiefies 

tl it . C o n fen t, th e re fo re , b r o th e r : I  g o , th a t  I  

“  m ay  p ro fp e r in  m y  bufinefs.
“  H ap p in efs  a tten d  th e e , faid  Carataca, an d  

“  m a y  w h a t th o u  d e fire li be a tta in ed  !
“  Damanaca th e n  w e n t to w ard s th e  lion  w ith , 

“  a  tim id  a i r ; ,a n d  w h e n  Pingalaca, f ro m  a  d if-  
“  tan ce , o rd e re d  h im , w ith  k in d n efs , to  e n te r  

“  th e  cave, h e  m ade a  re fp e d fu l b o w  w ith  h is
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« whole body, and fat down. Son of my court- 
“ fellor, faid the king, it is long fince thou haft 
“ aopeared before me. Sir, faid he, great princes 
“ have no need of a fervant like me, yet eveiy

fervant, on a proper occafion, muft prefent 
C£ himfelf before his lord : for this reafon I come*

“ But :
“ They, by whom the earth, abounding with 

“ fweet fcents, and lofty elephants, and cut with 
“ an hundred weapons, caft in fields of battle, is 
cc continually delighted, when even they ap~ 
u preach their monarch, their words falter as if 
cc their great fear had cut them in pieces ! Heieo
il certainly there is need of fuch dread, for very 
“ eood reafon.o

“  As it is faid :
“ Great lords have need of a little inftrument 

« to rub their teeth, and to tickle their ears.
“ Oh ! what need muft they have of a man 

“ who has fpeech and hands ?
« And if my lord thinks, that by my coming 

“  late I have loft my underftanding ; that is not 
“  the cafe.

“ Since i
“ A gem is worn on the feet, and glafs is 

“ raifed on the head: as it is, fo let it be ; yet 
“ glafs is glafs, and a gem, a gem.

“ Again :
“ Lofs of fenfe is n,ot to be imagined in a firm-
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i( hearted man, improperly repulfed : fire may 
f ‘ fall down, but the flame defcends not with it 
“ for any confiderable time.

<e Sir, a mafter muft make diftindtions; when 
‘‘ a. prince, without diftinguifhing good fervants 
“ from bad, behaves equally to all, then is the 
“  fatisfadtion of thofe who worked with content 
“ reduced to nothing.

“ Three forts of men, O king! the higheft, 
“ the middle, and the lowed, let their mafter

exercife alike in three forts of employment.
“ Thus too :

“ Men employ fervants, and wear ornaments 
“  in a proper place ; a jewel for the head, is 
“  not fixed on the feet: thus is the matter un- 
“  derftood.

“ Still more :
“ If a gem, aptly made for an ear-ring of gold, 

<£ be fet in brafs, it neither moves with a pleafing 
“ found, nor makes a beautiful appearance, but 
“ brings reproach on the jeweller.

“ Obferve :
“ This man is wife, or well affedted ; here 

“ are both qualities: this is a fool: a prince, 
“  thus knowing how to confider his fervants, 
“ abounds with good ones.

“ Yet:
u A  horfe; a weapon ; a book; a lute *;

*  Vina.
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“ fpeech; a man ; and a woman ; all thefe, ac- 
“ cording to the diftindtion of the perfons in 
V whofe hands they fall, are ufelefs, or valuable. 

“ Befides :
“  What ufe is there in a favourite without va-
lour ? What in a hero without good conduit ? 

“ Me, who am both dear to thee, and able to 
“  ferve thee, O king! thou lhouldeft not defpife. 

“ Since:
“  From the prince’s difregard, his family of 

“  attendance become unintelligent; then, on 
“ this account, not one man of fenfe remains near

him : when a prince is deferted by the wife, 
“ his morals are not virtuous; and when his 
“ morals are corrupted, the whole nation is en- 
“ feebled, and receive detriment.

“  Yet more:
“ All countries conftantly refpeit thofe who 

“ are refpeited by the prince; but he who is 
“ difgraced by the king, is difgraced by all. 

f‘ Farther ftill:
“ Apt words muft be taken by the wife even 

“ from a child : when the light of the fun difap- 
“ pears, what is not the luftre of a torch ? We 
“ are true fervants, favoured by great monarchs, 
“ and our condudt is not altered.

“ My good friend, faid Pingalaca, why doft 
“ thou fay this ? Thou art the fon of my chief 
“ minifter, and yet, from fome bad report, haft
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44 not come to me for fo long a time ; now, fince 
44 thou art come, fpeak as thy mind prompts 
“ thee. Sir, faid Damanaca, I afk one queftion : 
c4 When thou foughteft the river, why didft thou 
44 return without drinking water, like an affright- 
44 ed perfon ?

44 The lion anfwered: It is aptly faid, my 
44 good friend ; who of my people is there to 
44 whom my fecret fhould be told ? Where is 
u there a place to fpeak with confidence ?

44 Neverthelefs :
44 I tell thee; hear : This foreft is inhabited 

44 by large beafts, and fhould therefore be for- 
44 faken by us. Was not a loud noife heard by 
44 thee ? The animal muft be of enormous force, 
44 if his ftrength be equal to the found of his 
44 voice.

44 Sir, faid Dam^nacct, this is certainly a great 
44 caufe of dread, for I have heard the noife; 
44 but what fort of a counfellor would he be, 
44 who fhould immediately advife a defertion of 
44 the country, or a commencement of hofti- 
44 lities ?

44 Befides:
44 It is the duty, fir, of fervants, to find a re- 

44 fource; for a man knows the pre-eminence 
44 and fuperior goodnefs of a friend, a woman, a 
44 let of fervants, his own underftanding and
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“  ftrength, by trying them with the touchftone 
“ of danger.

“ My friend, faid the lion, a great fear made 
<f me indifpofed. If it were not fo, faid Dama- 
u nacato himfelf, how wouldeft thou, leaving the 
“  delight of reigning, converfe with me. Then 
u he faid aloud: Sir, as long as I am alive, fo 
“  long there is no ground of fear; but Carataca, 
“ and your other fervants, may alfo be depended 
“ upon, fince a multitude of men could hardly 
“ be found more ferviceable in avoiding danger. 
<£ The king faid : Go thyfelf, and bring Cara- 
“ taca with thee. Damanaca did fo ; and both 
“ of them were honoured by the king with all 
“ forts of precious gifts; and having determined 
“ on the means of avoiding an alarm, they de- 
“ parted. Carataca going along, faid to Dama- 
u naca, How this danger can be avoided, or 
*6 whether it can at all, is unknown to me ; yet, 

how elfe can the great promifed favour of the 
“ king be attained ? For without having done a 
“  good a£t, let no one take a prefent, efpecially 
“ from a king.

“ Obferve:
“ A prince, whofe favour is profperity, in 

“ wkofe valour is conqueft, and in whofe anger 
“ is death, is all glorious.

A king, whether a anati or a child, muft npt
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“ be treated with contempt; in him certainly a 
“ great divinity appears in human fhape.

“ My friend, faid Damanaca, laughing, take 
“ the protedion of filence, and be ftill.

“ The caufe of this alarm was even before 
“ known to me; it is the lowing of a bull, and 
“ bulls are food for us ; I might fay, of a lion 
** alfo.

“ If it be fo, faid Carataca, why is our lord 
“ broken down with fear ?

“ We muff not fpeak in this manner, faid 
“ Damanaca ; if we quiet his fear, how are we 
“ to acquire this fingular kindnefs ?

“ Yet more :
t£ A mallet mull never be allowed to think 

“ the afliftance of his fervants unneceffary. A 
“ fervant who allows a king to perceive this, 
“  would be like Dedtucarna. How, faid Ca- 
“ rataca, was that ?

“ There is, faid Damanaca, in the mountain 
“ called Arbuda, a lion, named Mahavicarma, 
“ or great in valour ; when he was afleep in the 
‘c hollow of that mountain a rat gnawed the ends 
“ of his hair, which the lion having perceived, 
“ was enraged, but could not catch the rat, who 
“ returned to his hole ; he therefore faid within 
“ himfelf, What muft be done ? Since it is fo, be 
“ it fo : it has been heard by me, if an enemy be

G 2
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little, let him go, he is not an object for valour; 
“ to kill him, let a combatant equal to himfelf be 
“ appointed.

“  Having fettled this, he went, at night, to
the village, brought back, with great care, a 

«* cat named White-ear, to whom he gave meat, 
4t and kept with great attention in his den. The 
“ rat, through fear of the cat, never came o u t; 
“ and the lion, from that time, without having 
“ his hair gnawed, flept comfortably : whenever 
“ he heard the rat cry, he indulged the cat with 
“ excellent meats, and other gifts. One day*. 
“ when the rat, perilhed with hunger, came out 
“ of his hole, he was caught, and killed by 
i( White-ear: fome time after, when the lion 
“ had not fqr a long time heard the voice of the 
“ rat, his indulgence for the cat was at an end, 
“ and he gave him no more food, fb that White:- 
** ear became feeble, languid, and like a dead 
<c animal: for this reafon I fay, A mafter mull 
“  not be independent of his fervants.

“  The two fhakals then went to Sanjivocay 
“ and Carataca feated himfelf in ftate under a 
“ tree, while Datnanaca went to the bull, and 
“ faid: O bull! art thou placed here by king 
“ Pingalaca to guard the foreft ? The general 
“  requires your attendance, come fpeedily, or 
“  depart from this wood, otherwife thou wilt
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44 gather unpleafant fruit. The bull, igno- 
44 rant how the country was governed, went 
44 with fear, and faluted Carataca.

44 Thus the wife man fays :
44 Wifdom is greater than ftrength ; by not 

44 poffeffing it, the condition of the elephant is 
44 fuch, that even the drum founds, proclaiming 
“ that the elephant is beaten by his driver.

44 General, faid Sanjivaca, how muft I a£t ? 
44 Advife. If thou haft any defire, anfwered 
44 Carataca, to remain here in the foreft, go and 
44 bow before the lotus of our monarch’s foot. 
44 The bull replied : Tell me, then, there is no 
44 danger in doing fo, and I go. Your appre- 
44 henfion is vain, faid Carataca.

44 For :
44 The violent guft tears not from the roots the 

<c foft grafs which lies low, and bends beneath it; 
u while it Shatters lofty trees: great ftrength is 
iC exerted on the great.

“ Then, both fhakals, making Sanjtvaca ftand 
ic at a diftance, went towards the lion, and fa- 
<c luting him, were treated by him with regard, 
u and fat down. Have youfeen him ? faid the 
u king. We have, fir, anfwered Damanaca\ he 
44 is gentle, but, as our lord imagined, exceffively 
44 ftrong, and he now defires to fee the foot of our 
44 fovereign ; therefore, adorn thyfelf, and fit in 
44 ftate.

BREACH OF FRIENDSHIP. 85



“ Since:
** The bank is worn away by the river-water 5 

“ and a fecret not kept, is difperfed ; affedtion is 
“ overcome by treachery, and a timid mind by 
“  bold words !

“ Thy ftrength, formerly exerted, is not fit 
“ for this purpofe.

“ For:
** A noife only, when the caufe of it is un- 

“ known, muft not be dreaded; yet by dif- 
“ covering the caufe of an alarming noife, a 
“ woman of evil fame acquired reputation. 
“ How, faid. the lion, was that ?

In the middle of Sriparvata mountain, faid 
<£ Damanaca, is a town called Brahmapura> and 
“ on one fide of its fummit, (according to the 
“ popular ftory) lived Guatacarna, or Bell-ear, a 
“ Rac'Jhafa (or cruel demon). One day a thief, 
“ efcaping from a houfe in which he had ftolen 
“ a bell, was killed, and eaten by a tiger on the 
“ top of this mountain; and the bell, which had 
“  dropped from his hand, was taken up by fome 
“ monkeys, who from time to time made it 
“ found.

“ The people of. the town having difcovered
that a man had been killed, and hearing con- 

“ tinually the noife of the bell, faid, that Guata- 
“ carna had in his rage eaten him, and they all 
“ fled from the town. It came into the head
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“ of a female pander, that the bell was only 
“  founded by monkeys; and fhe went to the 
ic prince, faying, If you will advance me a large 
“ fum of money I will make the demon quiet. 
“  The king gave her a treafure, and fhe, having 
“ paid adoration to a certain quarter of the 
“ globe, made idols, and formed circles, acquired 
“ great reputation for fandtity; fhe then took 
“ fuch fruits as monkeys love, and having 
“ entered the foreft fcattered them about, which 
“ the monkeys perceiving, quitted the bell, and 
“ eagerly devoured the fruits. The woman took 
“ up the bell, and went with it to the palace of 
“ the king, where all the people did her reve- 
“ rence. Hence I fay : A noife, &c.

“ Damanaca then introduced the. bull to the 
“ lion, and for fome time he lived there in amity 
**■ with the other favourites. One day a brother 
“ of the king’s, named Stabdacarna, or Bent- 
“ ears, came on a vifit, and the monarch having 
“ defired his gueft to fit down for a time, 
“ afterwards propofed going out to kill fome 
“  deer for their food. Sir, faid Sanjivaca, where 
“ is the flefh of all the deer that were killed this 
“  morning ?

“ The king anfwered : Carataca and Dama- 
41 naca know bed. Is there any, or is there 
4i none ? faid the bull. There is none left, faid
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“ the lion, laughing. Why, faid Sanjivaca, could 
“ thej* two have eaten fo much flefh ? They 
“ have eaten and given away liberally, and 
“ wafted the reft : this is their daily pra&ice. 
“ Why, faid the bull, is this done without the 
** permiflion of their lord ? It is fo, faid the 
“ lion, what of that ? Sir, faid Sanjivaca, this is 
“ a great fault.

“  For it is written :
“ Let not a fervant do any a£t without the 

“ knowledge of his mafter, except it be to deliver 
“ a prince from death !

“ Again :
“ A king’s minifter is like a flagon, he receives 

“ much, and lets out little ; if he fays another 
“ time, he is a fool j if, what is a cowry, he muft 
“ be poor.

“ Yet more :
“ His minifter is ever the higheft, who en- 

“ creafes his ftore with twenty croire: wife men 
“ have called the king’s treafure his life, and his 
“ vital fpirit, no life.

“ Befides:
** A man of worth acquires fervice from 

“ worthy men; a poor man is deferted even by 
“ his own wife, much more by ftrangers !

“  This too is a great fault in princes :
“ He who fpends much, not obferving it, and
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acquires wealth by iniquity, while he keeps the 
“ treafure in a remote place, is called the trea- 

fury’s bane !
“ For:

“ He who perceives not the treafure that is 
quickly amalTed, and confumes it at his plea- 

“ fure, mod certainly would reduce it to nothing, 
“ if he were as rich as Vaifrava! (Cuvera) 
“ Plutos.

“ Then Stabdacarna fpoke : Hear, brother :
“  Thefe two fhakals have long been protected 

“  by thee : they were appointed for the affairs 
“ of peace and war, and ftationed for that 
‘i bufinefs, not for the purpofe of amaffing 
“  wealth. On the fubjeft of minifters, I will 
“ now repeat whatever I have heard.

“ i. A fervant, a foldier, a kinfman, are not 
“ fit to be at the head of every employment; a 
“ prieft, even with torture, gives not money to 
“ any one.

“ 2. A foldier employed in pecuniary mat- 
“ ters, inftantly fhows his fabre ; and a kinf- 
“ man, on that account, fwallows up all thy 
u  wealth.

“ 3- A fervant, though he hate his mafter, 
“ adls the part of a blamelefs man; if he has 
“ once done good, and continues in his place, he 
“ thinks not of his offences.
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4. He who points out the good he has done,
“ (hatches every merit away.

“ 5. While a minifter, O king! is playing with 
“ (and, he, in fait, governs; from his familiarity, 
lt no doubt, averfion is conftantly produced.

■ ‘ 6. When a miniiter, wicked in heart, 
<{ is employed, he no douht caufes all forts of 

evils.
“ 7. A fervant, however culpable, is yet void 

“ of fear, if he be long employed. Let every mi- 
“ nifeer, how rich foever, be himfelf without 
“  power. This is the advice of great men : 
“ wealth overcomes the mind.

“ 8. To receive favour, and to alienate the 
“  property of the prince ; to obtain friendfhip, 
“  and then to defert him ; to ait without wifdom 
“ in his affairs; and to eat his bread; thefe are 
“ the faults of a minifter.

“ 9. To think of acquiring the employment 
“ of a fellow-fervant; to be always watching 
“ the prince, that his wealth may be fecurely 
“ diffipated ; this is wicked conduit.

“ 10. Bad fervants do not, without torture, 
“ vomit up the precious things of their lord, 
“ which they have fvvallowed ; in (hort, they 
“ are like obftinate tumours, that mud be preffed 
‘c before they will properly difcharge.

“ By -wringing a bad fervant, the dominion
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tf of kings may yield fomething, as a cloth that is 
*5 wafhed, yields plenty of water when it is 

wrung,
“ When Pingalaca heard tkefe maxims, he 

“ fold : Be it fo ; whenever thefe two fervants 
“ fhall ceafe on all occafjons to obey my word.

This, faid his brother, is always a foolifh rule, 
“ for a king muff not pardon even his fons, who 
“ difobey his orders : What elfe is the difference 
“ between a living and a painted king ?

“ And it is added :
i6 Let a king who has arbitrary power, preferve 

“ his people, like a father, from robbers, from 
his minifters, from enemies, and from the 
royal family.
“ Brother, let all my advice be followed, I 
have had my food to-day; let this Sanjivaca 

i( be employed to provide his own food of grafs, 
“ This being done, they deferted all other con- 
u ne£tions, and their time paffed in cordial 
“ friendfhip ; but the other fervants, feeing their 
“ allotment of food diminiflhed, Carataca and 
tc Damanaca talked privately with each other, 
“ My friend, faid Damanaca, what is to be done ? 
“ This is our own fault ! And vexation is abfurd, 
“ on account of evils which ourfelves have oc** 

cafioned.
a As it is faid :

“ I, having touched Swarnarecha, the bad
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u woman having tied up herfelf, and the good 
“ man trying to take the jewel, were all three

milerable by our own fault. How, faid Cara- 
“ taccty was that ?

“ In the city called Canchanapura (Golden 
<c Town), faid Damanaca, was a king named 
<‘ Viravicratna; when he was in his court of 
“ juftice, a certain barber was taken, by his 
“ order, to the place of execution ; at that time, 
“ a devout man, named Candarpacata, a,ccom- 
u panied by a man of worth, cried out: This man 
“ muft not be put to death ; and feizing the fkirts 
lt of his cloaths, he drew the criminal away. 
* The king’s officers faid : Why fhould he not 
u be killed ? He anfwered ; Hear, and then re- 
u peated this verfe. I, having touched Swar- 
“  narecha, &c. &c. The officers afked how that

happened ?
a I am, anfwered he, Candarpacata, king of the 

“ ifland called Sinhaladwipa; one day {landing 
u in a pleafure grove, I heard a man affert, that 
“ in the middle of the fea of milk was a damfel, 
“ who, on the fourteenth day of the moon, ap- 
“ peared under the Tree of Ages on a couch of 
“ a fplendid yellowifh hue, bedecked like the 
“ Goddefs of Abundance, with all kinds of or- 
“ naments, and playing on the Vina. I there- 
“ fore embarked in a fhip, and went to the place 
“ mentioned ; where, after a time, I faw the
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fea-nymph rifing, half out of the water; and, 
“ allured by her exquifite beauty, I leaped be- 
“  hind her. Then, having in an inftant reached 
“ a golden city, and a palace of gold, I faw her 
“ reclining on a couch, careffed by a number of 
“  fairies, and when fhe perceived me from a dif- 
“ tance, {he fent a damfel, who addrelfed me 
“  courteoufly ; on my enquiry the damfel faid : 
“ That is the nymph Ritramayna, or adorned 
“ with gems, the daughter of Candarpacall, 
“ queen of the fairies. After this I was mar- 
u  riedjo her, according to the ceremony of the 
“ Gandarva s (by exchanging necklaces), and 
“ continued a long time delighted with her. One

day fhe faid to me in private : My beloved 
“ hufband, all things in this palace may be freely 
‘c enjoyed by thee, but beware of touching, even 
** for a moment, that pidure of the fairy Swar- 
“  narecha (or decorated with gold). Neverthe- 
*4 lefs, fome time after, my curiofity growing to 
“ a height, 1 was induced to touch the bofom of 
“ the painted fairy; when the pidure, becom- 
“ ing animated, ftruck me with her foot, like a 
“  lotus flower, and I fell down inftantly on the 
“ earth ; fince which time I have been a mife- 
“ rable wanderer, travelling over the world, and 
“  at length arrived in this city. Laft night I 
“ flept in the houfe of a herdfman, where I faw 
“ this adventure : The herdfman returning at
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<{ night from the field whefe his cattle grazed, 
furprized his wife in confultatiod with a bar— 

« ber’s wife, a woman of bad fame; when, hav- 
« ing beaten her, and tied her to a poft, he fell 
« afleep. At midnight the wife of this barber 
“ went with deep fighs to her female friend, and 
“ faid i Thy noble lover, confumed by the fire 

of thy abfence, is now like a dead man.
“ For:

«■ As in the night darknefs is kept at a diftance, 
“ by the lord of fhades, (the moon), thus love 
u by feeing, and being feen, delights the heart of 
ie the young.

“ Let me tie myfelf, and flay here while you 
*l go and confole thy lover with thy difcourfe. 
“ This was done: when the hufband waking, 
6i faid : Why, thou wicked wretch, doft not thou 
u now go to thy favourite ? The woman mak- 
tc ing no anfwer, he faid in anger: Doft thou 
u not give an anfwer to my words ? And faying 
u this, he went in a violent rage, and having flit 
“ her nofe, returned to his bed, and fell afleep. 
“ His wife then came home, and fpoke thus to 
“ the procurefs : My friend, what is the matter ? 
“ Look, anfwered (he, my face will tell you ! 
“  The herdfman’s wife then bound herfelf, and 
u the woman went home. Early in the morn- 
4< ing the barber ordered his wife to bring him a 
u bundle of razors, and fhe gave only one ; on
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c£ which he faid : Do you bring me but one 
“ razor ? and in a paffion threw it away. When 
“ fhe, counterfeiting pain, faid ; You have cut my 

nofe, without my having committed any fault; 
“ and immediately ran to demand juftice. In the 
“  mean time the herdfman’s wife was crying out: 
“ O cruel man, what a crime haft thou com- 
« mitted ! Why haft thou mutilated me, who 
“ have ever been thy conftant wife ; as the eight 
‘c regions of the world know ?

“ Befides :
“ The fun and moon, wind and fire, heaven 

“ and earth, and water, together with both day 
“ and night. All thefe with certainty know the 
“ condition of man. If I am faithful, then by 
“ the favour of the genii of thofe eight regions, 
“ and of the god Camadeva, my mangled nofe 
“ will grow again, and my face will become 
“ bright as the pure moon of the cold feafon. 
“  Look at my face : the herdfman took a candle, 
“ when feeing her nofe reftored, fell at her feet, 
“ and was highly delighted in his heart, untied 
“ her, and feating her on the middle of the 
“ bed, faid: He who poffeffes fuch a wife is 
“ chief among men !

“ Hear now theftory of the good man: Hav- 
** ing fpent twelve years in travelling, came to 
“ this city, having brought a number of jewels 
“ from the neighbourhood of the Malaya moun-
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“ tains. Here he flept in the houfe of an harlot, 
“  who kept on the gateway a carved image of 
“  a devil, on whofe head was placed a beau- 
«* tiful gem. The devotee, through a culpable 
“ defire of poffeffing this gem, rofe in the night, 
<c and in order to take it, ftretched out his 
“ hand ; in that inftant, a fpring being moved, 
“ both his arms were caught by the image, 
<c and he was pulled to the ground: when he 
“  fet up a cry of diftrefs. The woman rofe, 
<c and Ipoke thus : My fon, thou art come from 
“  the Malaya mountains : therefore give me all 
** thy jewels, or thou wilt never be loofened by 
“ this malignant devil. Then were taken away all 
“  the jewels well collected by me. All this being 
“ heard, the king’s officers did juftice according 
“ to the merit of each caufe. Now I fay: I, 
“ having touched Swarnarecha, and fo forth.

“ This fault, therefore, was committed by 
“  ourfelves; and in this cafe, vexation would be 
“  abfurd. Then having been a fhort time filent, 
“  As I formed, continued he, the friendffiip of 
“ thefe two, I muft break it.

“ For:
“ Good counfellors ffiew what is falfe, as well 

“ as what is true; as men know an object to be 
“ painted, whether they are on a level with it, 
“ or below, or above i t :

“ Befides:
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“ The man whofe underftanding is not di- 
“  minifhed, when bufinefs arifes, wards off dif- 
“ ficulties like the herdfman’s wife, and her two 
“ lovers. How, afked Carataca, was that ? 
“ Damanaca anfwered, In the town of Dwara- 
“ vati, there is a certain herdfman’s wife who 
“  is a harlot, and fhe is connected, at the fame 
“ time, with an officer of juftice, and his fon:

“ As it is faid :
“ The fire is never fatisfied with wood, nor 

“ the ocean with rivers, death with mankind, 
“  nor bright-eyed women with lovers.

“ Once, as this woman was diverting herfelf 
“ with the fon of the officer, the officer himfelf 
“ came to vifit her; fhe haftily put the fon 
“ into a clofet, and then fat fporting in the fame 
“ manner with the father. Soon after, the 
“ herdfman himfelf came : feeing whom, fhe 
*? faid, Now, Sir, what muff be done ? take up 
“ your ftaff, and go away quickly, feeming to be 
“ greatly enraged. This being done, the herdf- 
“ man afked his wife, O n  what account the offi- 
“ cer of juftice had come : He was angry, faid 
“ fhe, with his fon, I know not why ; and he, 
“ being purfued, came into our houfe, and I have 
“ hid him in that clofet; his father not finding 
“ him, is gone away in a rage ; faying this, fhe 
“ brought out the young man, and fhewed him 
** to her hufband.
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“ Thus it is faid:
“ Women have the appetite of two, the un- 

“ demanding of four, the cunning of fix, and 
“ the defire of eight.

“ Therefore I faid, When bufinefs arifes, &c.
“ It is fo, faid Carataca, but the friendfhip of 

“ thefe two is great by nature: How canft thou 
“ diflolve their intimacy ? Some expedient, an- 
“ fwered he, muft now be contrived :

“ And it is faid :
“ What cannot be atchieved by force, that, 

“ may be performed by ftratagem, as the black 
“ ferpent was flain by the golden thread of the 
“ female crow.

“  How, faid Carataca, did that happen ? On 
“ the top of a certain tree, faid Damanaca, lived 
‘‘ a male and female crow, whofe young ones 
“ were devoured by a ferpent living in the hoi- 
“ low of it. When the female was again preg- 
“ nant—Hufband, faid fhe, this tree muft be 
“ quitted by reafon of this ferpent; or not one

of our young ones will live :
“ Since :

“ A bad wife, a deceitful friend, a fervant 
“ giving faucy anfwers, and dwelling in a houfe 
“ infefted by ferpents ; thefe without doubt are 
“ caufes of death.

“ My beloved, faid the male, we muft not con- 
e< tinue in this fear : from time to time I have
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<T borne with this horrid crime ; but now he 
w muft be punifhed. How, faid the female, 
“ canft thou be a punifher of fo powerful an 
“ offender ? This apprehenfion, anfwered he* is 
“ vain:

“ H ear:
“ He who has knowledge has force! What 

“ ftrength has a fool ? See how a lion intoxi- 
“ cated was killed by a flag.!

“ How, faid fhe, did that happen ? He an- 
“ fwered : In the mountain, named Mandara, 
“ dwells a lion called Darganta, who hunts 
“ the other beafts, and kills great numbers of 
“ them for his food. All the beafts being; af- 
“ fembled, he was thus addrefled by them : Why 
“ are fo many beafts killed by thee ? We will give 
“ you one every day in our turns for your food: 
“ fo many ought not to be flain by thee. Be it 
“ fo, faid the lion, and all of them* one by one, 
“ for his food, daily gave a beaft.

“ On a certain day, when the lot fell upon 
“ an old flag, he thus thought within him- 
“  felf:

“ For the fake of our own fouls, and in hope 
“ of life* homage is paid : but if I muft meet 
“ this fate, what need have I to refpedl the lion! 
“ He moved, therefore, flowly, ftep by ftep ; 
“ and the lion, tormented by hunger, faid to 
“ him, angrily, Why doft thou come fo late ? It
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“  is not my fault, faid he ; for in the way I was 
“ forcibly feized by another lion ; till I fwore 
“ to the neceffity of my coming to you ; and 
“ now I approach thee with fupplication. The 
“ lion having heard this, paffionately faid, Where 
“ is that audacious animal ? The flag led him 
“ near a deep well, and faid, Let my lord be- 
“ hold. Then the lion feeing his own image in 
“ the water, proudly roared, and throwing him- 
“ felf down with rage, perifhed in the well: 
“ thence, I fay, Who has knowledge, &c.

“ I have liftened attentively, faid the female 
“ crow ; therefore, now declare what is to be 
“ done. The king’s fon, faid the crow, goes 
“ conftantly to bathe in the adjacent pool ; do 
“ thou take up his necklace of gold, which he 
“ will pull off, and lay on the bank, and drop it 
“ into the hole of the ferpent, who will, in con- 
“ fequence, be deftroyed. It happened, accord- 
“ ingly, that the prince went to bathe, and the 
“ female crow did as fhe was directed ; fo that 
“ the prince’s attendants going after the neck- 
“ lace, faw the black ferpent, and killed him : 
“ Hence I faid, What cannot be atchieved by 
“ force may be performed by ftratagem.

“ If it be fo, faid Carataca, go, and may 
“ fortunate events be the companions of thy 
“ way.

“ Damanaca then approaching the lion, and
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a paying homage to him, faid : Having formed 
“ a very unpleafant opinion, my lord, I prefume 
“ thus to addrefs you.

“ For :
“ In danger from going out of the way, and 

“ when the time of adion is nearly loft, then a 
“ benevolent friend, though unafked, gives good 
“ counfel.

Again:
“ A king poflefles fortune, but does not poffefs 

w the means of ading wifely : by the ruin of a 
“ king his minifter is criminated. See, therefore, 
“ what is the bufinefs of a counfellor. It is 
“ better to lofe life by decapitation, than to de- 
te fert a prince, and criminally feek to gain his 
“  dominion.

' “ What, faid the lion, mildly, doft thou wifh 
“  to fay? Damanaca anfwered : This Sanjivaca 
** is not a fit minifter for thee, fince, in my pre- 
“ fence, he treated thy three powers (wealth, 
“ ftrength, and wifdom) with contempt, and he 
“ even afpires to thy throne. Pingalaca, hearing 
“ this, remained filent with fear and aftonifh- 
u ment. My lord, added Damanaca, thou haft 
“ forfaken all thy counfellors, and chofen this 
“ animal to tranfad all thy affairs ; the blame 
“ therefore falls heavy on thyfelf.

“ Since:
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“ Fortune dands firm, having fixed herfelf on 
“ two feet, an exalted prince, and a good ml- 
“ nifter ; but as fhe is a fepiale by nature, fhe 
t* cannot bear the weight on her fhoulders, and 

foon leaves one of her two fupports!
il Again :

“ When a king appoints one minider to a£t 
“ in his kingdom, pride, from the error of his 

mind, feizes h im ; the defire of arbitrary 
u power advances in a high degree in his bread, 

and through that defire he proceeds to the 
“  dedrudfion of the prince.

“ Befides :
« It is better to pull up by the roots a loofe 

.« tooth, an envenomed fervant, and a wicked 
f‘ counfellor,

<l S o :
“ A king who makes Fortune his inftrudtrefs, 

“ is as miferable when he falls into calamity, as a 
“ blind man without a guide.

“ It is alfo added :
“ A vizir, although not a man of probity, is 

“ always at lead rich : this is the rule of fome 
men.
“ Riches are gained differently by reafon.
“  This bull a£ts in all affairs by his own ar- 
bitrary pleafure; let the king, therefore, be a 
witnefs of this truth.
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“ This I know :
“ Among men, he is not a man who does not 

“ enjoy fortune.
“ The lion faid, with uneafmefs : My good 

w friend, if it be fo, yet I have a great love for 
“  the bull.

“ Obferve :
tc He who is beloved, and commits faults, is 

“ neverthelefs beloved ; but that body is eloathed 
<x with many crimes, for which there is no 
u  regard.

“ Befides :
<c He who is dear, though he do unpleafant 

“ things^ continues dear.
“ Though an excellent houfe be burnt, yet 

c( who doth not venerate fire ?
“  But, fir, faid Damanaca, that is a grievous 

“  fault.
“ Since :

<c That man whom the king looks upon with 
“ attention, whether he be a fon, a minifter, or 
“  a ftranger, is honoured,

“ Hear, fir:
“ The end of pleafant, or unpleafant advice, is 

K full of delight; but wherever a fpeaker, and a 
“ hearer of it is, there dangers abide :

“ Aaain:O
“ Men who fpeak only, O king ! are eafily
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“ found in the world ; but he who both fpeaks 
“ and hears what is pleafant and unpleafant, is 
“ hard to be found !

“  Thou haft forfaken thy former advifers, 
“ and appointed him their fucceflor, and thy 

vice-gerent; which was improperly done; 
“ for when old fervants offend, let not a prince 
“ haftily appoint others ; no one is more adverfe 
‘‘ than a new one, who will ruin the realm.

How wonderful, faid the lion, is this ! He 
“  has given no caufe for fuch dread, but was 
“ brought and raifed by m e: how fhould he be 
“ adverfe to me ?

“ Hear, my lord, faid Damanaca :
A bad man, though raifed to honour, always 

returns to his natural courfe ; as a dog’s tail, 
“ though warmed by the fire, and ruhbed with 
“ oil, retains its form.

*c Befides:
{f How fhould promotion and honour occa- 

“ fion the friendfhip of wicked men ! Although 
“  poifonous trees were watered with nedtar, yet 
“ they would bear dangerous fruit.

“ Therefore X fay :
“ A man who defires not the ruin of his 

“ mafter, will fpeak what friendfhip requires, 
“ though unafked: that is the duty of the vir- 
“ tuous: other condudt is a violation of duty.
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“ Thus, too, it is written:
<£ He is a friend, who delivers thee from 

* adverfity.
“ That is a good aition, which is well in- 

“ tended.
** She is a wife, who is an infeparable com- 
panion.
“ He is wife, who honours the good.
“ He is a friend, whom favours have not 

“  pur chafed.
“  He is a~man, who is not fubdued by his 
fenfes.
“ If my lord, therefore, being apprifed of the 

“ bull’s condudt, fhall not ceafe from employing 
“  him, no fault remains in his fervants.

“ Yet it is true, that a luxurious prince makes 
“ no account of good works, or his own advan- 
“ tage; he adits at his own difcretion, and 

moves like a drunken elephant; till, having 
“ confumed his honour, and fallen into many 
“ miferies, he calls the blame on his fervants, 
“  and knows not the fault to be his own.

“ Pingalaca faid, within himfelf': Let not a 
“ prince punilh men from the words of others; 
“ let him examine into fails himfelf, and then 
“ imprifon, or difmifs with refpeit.

“  Thus it is faid :
“  Without diftinguilhing virtues, or vices, 

« let neither favour be granted, or feverity
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“  ufed; as a hand placed with pride on the 
“  neft of a ferpent occafions deftrudtion.

“ Then, fpeaking aloud, he faid : Let Sanji- 
“ vaca be brought before me. Damanaca an- 
“ fwered, trembling : No, fir, not fo ; by that 
« ftep my advice will be broken; it is an im- 
“ proper meafure.

“ Since the wife fay :
“ The feed of good advice mull be cherifhed 

“ by princes with extreme care ; it muft not be 
“ broken ever fo little, if it be, it will not grow. 

“ Again :
“ Advice is like a woman, ever in motion ; 

“ all parts of the body are guarded, if it cannot 
“ remain long fixed, there is fear of defeat from 
“ enemies.

“ Befides, if the bull, feeing his fault, Ihould 
“ amend it, no reconciliation muft take place ; 
“ that would be extremely abfurd.

“ Since :
« If a man has once offended, and the prince, 

“ through affedtion, defires to be reconciled to 
“ him, he meets his fate like a female crab, when 
“ fhe is pregnant,

“ Again :
“ A man, completely wicked, employed as a 

“ counfellor, will certainly be the perpetrator of 
a 3-H evils : Sacune and Sacatara remain two 
“ examples in the world of this truth.
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“ Be it known to thee, faid the lion, after all, 
<£ what he is able to effect againft us. Sir, faid 
“ Damanaca, how can there be a certain know- 
‘£ ledge of ftrength, without knowing the force 
“ of union ? See how the fea was reduced by a 
“  mere cock ! How, faid the lion, did that hap- 
il pen ? Near a certain fea, faid Damanaca,lived 

a cock and a hen ; when the hen was near 
“ laying, fhe thus addreffed her lord: Let a pro- 
“ per place be procured to depofit my eggs in. 
“ O ! faid he, there is nothing to fear in this 
ii place. It is often covered, faid fhe, with 
“ the weaves. W hat! faid he, my good friend, 
u am not I fuperior to the fea ? Obferve, I will 
“ contend with this ocean, and remain in my 
“ ftation. The hen fmiled, and faid : There 
“ is a great difparity between the ocean and 
“ thee.

“ Yet:
“ He who knows how to fubdue his grie£ 

“ whether he can relieve it or not, is never tor- 
“ mented by anguifh.

“ Then, by the perfuafion of her lord, fhe 
“ laid her eggs ; which the fea, for the fake 
“ of trying the cock’s power, wafhed away. 
“ Upon this, the hen, afflicted by the lofs of her 
“ young, faid to her hufband : A dreadful evil, 
“ fir, has befallen me ; the fea has wafhed away 
“  my eggs. My beloved, faid he, fear not, thou
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“ wilt at length behold me poflefled of power. 
<*■ So faying, he aflembled multitudes of the fea- 
« thered race ; and with them forming a flock, 
“ went to Garuda,. the king of birds, to whom 
« he related the whole adventure ; adding: Does 
“ my king only fall at his feet there ! No, by 
“ the weaknefs of the protestor, the protected 
“ certainly become weak. Garuda, having heard 
“ this addrefs, gave information to his lord, Va- 
“ fudeva, the caufe of creation, prefervation, and 
“ deftru&ion. After which, the ocean raifing 
“ the mandate of the God on his head, in token 
“ of obedience, gave back the eggs.

« Thence, I fay, how can there be a certain 
“ knowledge of ftrength, without knowing the 
“  force of union ?

“ How, faid the king, is he to be proved of 
“ an hoftile nature to me ? When he fhall come 
“ before thee, faid Damanaca, goring with the 
“  point of his horns, and raifing his tail, as if 
“ he 'was fearing of harm, then my lord will 
“  know. Saying this, Damanaca went near 
“ Sanjivaca, ftealing along, little by little, put 
“  on the appearance of amazement. When the 
“ bull faw him, he faid with courtefy: My 
** good friend, is it well with thee? How, an- 
“ fwered Damanaca, can it be well with fer-

vants ?
“ For;
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“  The wealth of thofe who ferve princes is 
“ difperfed by another; and their minds always 
“ difcompofed: even their life is infecure.

“ Again:
“ Who, having acquired wealth is not arro- 

“ gant ? Whofe danger, when he is attached to 
“ a kins:, can be reduced to nothing ? Whofe 
“ mind in the world is not tormented by women ? 
44 Or who is really beloved by princes ? Who 
“ rufhes not into the open arms of time ? What 
44 fuppliant attains reverence ? Or what man, 
44 having fallen into the fnares of the wicked, 
44 can regain profperity?

44 My friend, faid the bull, what means all 
44 this? Damanaca anfwered, What do I fay, 
44 unfortunate as I am !

44 Obferve :
44 When a man fallen into the fea has grafped 

44 a fupport, and finds it a ferpent; he cannot 
44 leave it, he cannot hold i t :

44 Thus am I difirefled at prefent; for, on 
44 one fide, the king’s confidence perifhes; on 
44 the other, my friend : What can I do ? Whi- 
44 ther can I go, fallen as I am, into a fea of mi- 
44 fery ? So fpeaking, and heaving a deep figh, 
44 he fat down. Then Sanjivaca fpake : Yet, 
44 my friend, let that which thy mind has con- 
44 ceived, be declared at large : Damanaca coun- 
“ terfeiting forrow, fpoke in a low voice: Al-
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“ though the fecret of a king is not to be dif— 
“ clofed, yet, through confidence in me, thou 
“ earned hither, and here haft remained. There- 
“ fore, I, who am a fuppliant to ftrangers, muft 
“ neceflarily fpeak through affeeftion to thee : 
“ Hear then: The mind of this prince is alienated 
“ from . thee; he faid, fecretly, When I have 
“ killed Sanjivaca, I fhall fatisfy all my family 
“ with food ! Upon this, the bull was excef- 
“ fively afHi&ed, and the fhakal again fpake : 
“ Thy grief is vain ; at a feafonable time 
“ fome great a£t muft be atchieved ! Sanjivaca 
“ having thought anxioufly for a moment, an-> 
“ fwered, This is kindly faid, no doubt! And 
“ then he thought' within himfelf, how the truth 
“ of this bufinefs might be afeertained :

“ For :
“ Many a bad man receives luftre from the 

“ goodnefs of his protedor, like the black paw-* 
“ der rubbed on the eye of a beautiiul woman.

“ Still farther :
“ A prince attended with great care, infures
not happinefs: What wonder is there in that ? 

-c He, indeed, is an extraordinary perfon, who, 
ic being diligently ferved, becomes an enemy.

“ Therefore, the duty of a fervant is endlefs. 
He who for fome caufe is angry, becomes 

‘f mild when that caufe is removed; but he 
u whofe mind is rancorous without caufe, how
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“ can fuch a man have any reafon to be 
“ pleafed ?

“ Then he faid aloud : My friend, what of- 
“ fence have I given to the prince ? Yet princes 
“ commit injuries without caufe ! Even fo, faid 
“  Damanaca.

“ Yet hear :
“ Though good is done by the learned or the 

“ handfome, yet a little hatred is occafioned 
“ through envy; and though they injure you 
“ to your face, yet they meet with friendffiip 
“ from the mifapprehenfion of royal minds, wrho 
“ are fubfervient to more than one nature.

“ The office of an attendant on them is ex- 
“ tremely difficult, and not to be performed even 
“ by faints.

“ Again :
“ A hundred good works are loft upon the 

“ wicked ; a hundred wife words are loft upon 
“ fools ; a hundred good precepts are loft upon 
“ the obftinate j a hundred fciences upon thofe 
“ who never refledt.

“ Yet more:
“ In the fandal-tree are ferpents ; in the wa- 

“ ters, lotus-flowers, but crocodiles alfo ; even 
“  virtues are marred by the vicious ; in all 
“ enjoyments there is fomething which impairs 
“ our happinefs.”

“ This lord of ours, faid Damanaca, is known
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u to me for having honey in his words, and 
Cc poifon in his bofomu 

“ Since :
“ He, who flretches out his hand from a dif- 

u tance, whofe eyes overflow with tears, who 
“ refpe&fully fits on half the feat, who em- 
“ braces clofely all that approach him, who 
cC fhews veneration with gentle words and quef- 
“ tions, who bears poifon internally, and carries 
ct fweetnefs in his exterior, who is good only by 
u delufion, what wonderful acting is this? He 
“ mufl: have been inftrudted by a wicked pre- 
44 ceptor.

44 Yet obferve :
u A fhip is ufed in pafling the dangerous' 

“ ocean; a lamp, ufed in darknefs ; a fan, in 
“ a perfect calm ; and a hook, in humbling the 
“ pride of an elephant. Thus, in this world,
“ nothing exifts for which a remedy has not been 
“ framed by the Creator; but, in my opinion, 

the Creator himfelf would fail in his efforts 
4t to correct the bad thoughts of the wicked.

u Miferable, O milerable me ! faid Sanjivaca; 
a here am I, who feed on vegetables only, to be 
44 mangled by this lion ! Then again he faid 
44 within himfelf; Yes, the lion, alienated from 
iC me, through fome wicked calumniator, has 
“ refolved on a breach of friendfhip. Hence 
44 it is, that a king mufl ever be dreaded j for
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“ the mind of a prince is fometimes eftranged 
« by an evil counfellor; and how fhould the 
« wrift of a marble ftatue be repaired, when it 
“ is once broken ?

“ Again:
“ The thunderbolt, and the wrath of a king,

“ are two obje&s of great terror; but the former - 
« only falls on one place, the fecond fpreads ruin 
“ on all fides.

“ Therefore, by battle mull prote&ion from 
“ death be fought; to fupplicate him would now 
“ be abfurd.

“ Since :
“ Either by dying bravely, I attain blifs in 

“ heaven; or by flaying my foe, felicity on 
“  earth; both thefe heroick a£ts are, no doubt,
“ hard to be atchieved.

“ This, too, is the time for battle :
“ Since:

“ When, by declining a battle, death is inevi- 
“ table; and in battle, life is doubtful; then,
“  fay the wife, is the only moment for entering 
“ the field.

“ Befides:
“ When a wife man, even without fighting,

“ perceives not the leaft affection {hewn him,
“ then he refolves to die together with his 
“ enemy.
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“ Yet more:
“  By vi&ory, a hero acquires abundance ; by 

« death, the daughter of a god for his confort: 
“  all bodies perifh in an inftant, what then fhould 
“ caufe fear of death in battle ?

“ Then he faid, aloud, to Damanaca : O ! 
“ my friend, inform me how I fhall know that 
“ the lion intends to deftroy me ? When he 
“ (hall look at thee, faid his falfe friend, with his 
“ ears ered, with his tail waving, couching low, 
“  with his feet and his mouth wide open •, then 
“ fhew thy own ftrength.

“ F o r:
“ An inglorious warriof, from whom no re- 

** pulfe is feared, is trampled on by the multi- 
“ tude, without apprehenfion fee how they fet 
“ their feet on a heap of afhes.

“ But let all this be done very fecretly 
“ by thee ; otherwife, neither thou nor I fhall 
“ remain alive.

“  Damanaca, having faid this, went to Car at ac a, 
“ who afked him what he had accomplifhed. A 
“ complete rupture, anfwered he, between them. 
“ No doubt, laid Carataca, for who is a friend 
<c of the wicked ? Who that is enraged, is not 
“ implored ? Who is not fatisfied with abun- 
“  dance ? And in what evil art thou not emi- 
“ nently ikilful ld
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tl Again *
<f A man, though happy and wife, is made 

“  wicked by the arts of the wicked.
“ What does not the company of the wicked 

“ effed ?
“ It is like fire, tvhich confurties what it 

“ receives in its bofom.
“ Then, Damanach going to the lion, faid: 

“ The traitor, comes, intending to kill thee; let 
<* the king Hand on his defence ; and continued, 
« as before, to irritate the lion. Sanjivaca then 
<c approaching, and feeing the lion with the 
“  marks of altered friendfhip, defcribed to him, 
“  exerted his utmoft refolution, a terrible con- 
“ Aid enfued between them ; but at laft the bull 
“  was flain. Pingalaca, fatigued with the 
“ combat, fat down in forrow, and exclaimed : 
f‘ O, what an atrocious ad have I done !

“ Since :
« The kingdom is enjoyed by ftrangers, and 

“ the king is a veffel filled with iniquity; a king 
« who abandons juftice, is like a lion who flays 
“ an elephant.

“ Again:
“ If one region of the world, and a virtuous 

“ wife minifter, be deftroyed; by the death of 
“  a virtuous minifter, a king perifhes ; by the 
“ lofs of one region of the world, another may 
“ be gained ; but not another fervant,w
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« My lord, faid Damanaca, what is this fud- 
“ den change of mind, that thou art afflidted by 
“ having killed an enemy ?

“  It is written :
«  I f  a fa th er, o r a b ro th e r, o r a fon , o r a  f rie n d ,

“ intend deftru&ion to the king, and afpire to 
“  dominion, the king mull deftroy them.

“ Again ;
u A prince acquainted with the principle of 

“ found juftice, mull not be too merciful: a 
“ man over mild, cannot hold riches in his 
“ grafp.

“ Still farther :
“ Mercy to a friend, or a foe, is the ornament 

** of religious men ; but lenity to all offenders, 
“ is„a crime in a monarch.

“  Befides :
“ When a man aims at dominion, and proud- 

“ ly feeks the place of his lord, there can be 
“ no expiation for his offence, but lofs of 
“ life.

“ Farther :
“ A king over-merciful, a pried: over-greedy, 

“ and a woman difobedient to her hufband, an 
“ ill-difpofed companion, an unruly fervant, a 
“ negligent counfellor, and he who acknow- 
“ ledges not a benefit received ; thefe feven are to

be difmiffed.
“ Thus may it be known, that a king’s duties
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«« are two-fold ; he mud be true and falfe, harfh 
“ and courteous, feek wealth, and liberally fpend 
“ it;  always giving to his friends, and always 
“ taking their property; in every refpedt re- 
« fembling an harlot. O, fir ! fince thou haft 
“ deftroyed a foe, why art thou fad ? Ee thou 
“ ever vi&orious, O great monarch ! And may 
“ the felicity of all worlds attend thee ! Saying 
“ this, he took his ftation.

“ You have heard,” faid Vijhmfarman, “ how 
“ friends are difu'nited; what will you now 
“ hear : fpeak.”

“ We have heard it,” faid the princes, “ with 
“ great delight.”

* Let us conclude then,” faid the fage, " with 
“ an applicable ftanza :

“ May breach of friendftiip be in the man- 
“ fion of the enemies; and may every wicked 
“ advifer, dete&e'd in time, be dragged conti- 
“ nually to perdition ; but may every man of 
“ virtue enjoy all prosperity; and may every 
« boy delight in pleafing and ufeful inftruc- 
“ lion !”

T H E  E N D  O F  T H E  S E C O N D  B O O K .
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BOOK T H E  T H IR D ,

On War.

A t  a proper time for refuming the converfa* 
tion, the princes thus addreffed Vijhnufarman: 
“  Having heard how friendfhip is broken, let us, 
“ who are fons of a king, be delighted, great fir, 
<c with an account of war.”

“ I will difcourfe,” faid the fage, “ on what 
“ you defire to know : hear, therefore, the nar- 
“ rative of a war, .the firfl ftanza of which is 
“ this :

The geefe and peacocks warred with equal 
,l power of flrength ; but the geefe were flain, 
f( having confided in crows, who were in the 
fr manfion of their enemies.”

“ How,” faid the princes, did that hap-r 
pen ?”
“ There is,5’ anfwered Vifhnufarman, “ in 

4C the iiland of Carpura a pool, called Pedmaceli, 
“ where a royal goofe, named Hir any agar bhay 
u lived; and having affembled all the water-birds, 
“ was anointed king over them, by a folemn 
c4 bathing.



“ Since:
“ 'If there be not a king endued with every 

“  virtue where there be a people, the nation will 
“ be like a {hip without a rudder, tolled about in 
“ the ocean.

“ Again :
“ A monarch preferves the people, and they 

“ aggrandize the monarch; and by that ag- 
“  grandizement he preferves them ; but if there 
“  be no one called king, who can be aggran- 
“ dized ?

“ One day the imperial bird was reclining at 
“ eafe, on a long and fhining bed of lotus-flow- 
“  ers, encircled by his minifters ; when a baca, 
“ or water-fowl, named Long-bill, coming from 
“  a diftant country, made his falutation, and fat 
“ down in the circle : O Dirghanruc’he! faid 
“ the king, thou comeft late from the fartheft 
“ limits of the earth ; give an account of thy- 
“ felf. It is a long account, faid he, and I am 
“  delirous of relating i t ; but, in fa£t, I am come 
“ with fpeed ; attend to my narration, it is of 
“ importance to you.

“ In Jambud'wipa is a mountain, called 
“ Vindhya, where a peacock, named Chitra- 
“ verna, rules over nations of birds; while his 
“ attendants were feeding, they faw me alfo feek- 
“ ing food in the middle of a parched wood, 
“ and one of them faid to me : Who art thou i
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“ Whence doft thou come ? I am a fubjedl, an- 
<c fwered I, of a mighty prince, named Hiranya- 
“ garbha, but powerful as Chacravartia, king 
“ of the geefe; for my amufement I am come 
4‘ to vifit the extremity of regions. The bird 
6C having then afked : Which of the two coun- 
“ tries had the better climate, and the better fo- 
44 vereign ? O ! exclaimed I, there is a great dif- 
44 ference ; for the ifle of Carpura is another 
44 paradife, and the king of geefe is a fecond 
44 Jove : What are you doing in this dry foil ? 
44 Come, and travel to my country. This dif- 
44 courfe irritated the peacocks.

44 As it is written :
44 A ferpent, by drinking milk only, encreafes 

“ his venom ; thus a fool being admonifhed, is 
44 provoked, but not benefited.

44 Again :
44 Let a fenfible man be admonifhed, but not 

44 a fool; as the birds, who gave advice to the 
44 monkeys, were driven from their nefts.

44 How happened that? faid the king.
44 On the banks of the Nermada, faid the 

44 water-fowl, at the foot of a mountain, ftands 
44 a large famula-tree, in the middle of which 
44 fome birdshad built their nefts, and lived, with 
44 pleafure, for years. Once, the fky, refembling 
* an azure mantle, became obfcured with thick 
4‘ clouds, and a heavy fhower began to fall j
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“ when thefe birds faw a herd of monkeys, run- 
“ ning under the tree, trembling with the pain 
“ of cold, they were moved with compaffion, and 
u faid: Halo ! monkeys, we have raifed nefts, 
“ made of herbs brought in our bills ; why do 
“ you join your hands and feet together with 
“ fuch affliction ? The monkeys hearing this, 
“ were difpleafed, and faid among themfelves : 
“ Oh ! thefe birds who fit happily in the middle 
<c of their nefts, fecured from the wind, are de- 
<£ riding our expofed lituation : Be it fo—the 
“  fhower muft ceafe. When the rain at laft was 
“ over, the monkeys climbed up the trees, and 
“  broke all the nefts on the branches, fo that 
u the birds’ eggs were thrown to the ground. 
“  Hence, I faid : Admonifli a man of fenfe, & C .

“ What happened afterwards ? faid the mO- 
. narch. The birds, anfwered Long-bill, faid, 
“  angrily, who made your goofe a king ? I an- 
“ fwered, tvith equal rage, Who conferred roy- 
“ alty on your peacock ? Hearing this, they all 
“ fell upon me, intending to kill me : I ftiowed 
“ my utmoft prowefs :

“ For :
“ Sometimes lenity is the grace of a man ; 

“ but before vidlory is gained, violence becomes 
<c him.

“ The king fmiled, and faid :
f‘ He who knows not the ftrength aid weak'
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“  nefs of himfelf and others, muft be routed by 
“  his enemies.

“ Again:
** The afs, who had been fed on good corn; 

“ and ignorantly braying in the hide of a tiger, 
“  was flain for his impertinence. How hap- 
“ pened that ? faid the birds.

“ There is, anfwered the king, in Hajlanapur, 
« a fuller, named Vitafa, whofe afs, weakened 
“ by carrying exceffive burdens, was like an ani- 
“ mal defirous of death. The matter, therefore, 
“  carried him in a tiger’s hide, and left him in a 
“ wood, in a field of corn. The owners of the 
<* field, taking him at a diftance for a tiger, fled ; 
“ but one of them, covering himfelf with a piece 
“ of cloth of an afs’s colour, ftooped down to 
“  bend his bow ; and the afs perceiving him, 
“  took him for a female of his own race, fo that 
“  exulting in his renewed vigour, he began 
“ braying, and running towards the object of 
“  his defire; but the keeper of the corn-field 
“  knowing, by his voice, that he was only an 
“ afs, killed him with eafe. Thence I fay : The 
“ afs, &c.

“ What then ? faid the king. The birds, 
“ anfwered Long-bill, exclaimed, O treafon! 
“ O abominable baca! how durfl: thou ca- 
“ lumniate our fovereign ! No mercy muft be 
“ expected from us. With thefe words .they
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a all pecked me with their beaks, adding with 
4C rage : Oh, thou fool! what property has thy 
“ unwarlike gander in this kingdom ? A weak 
“ man cannot even keep his money in his hands: 
“ How fhould this coward keep his realm ? Or 
“ rather, what realm can he have ? And thou ! 
“ a frog born in a well! go, and inform thy pro- 
“ te£tor of this attack.

“ Hear, thou idiot:
“ A great tree mull be honoured which has 

“ both fruit and fhade ; if, by heaven’s will it 
“ has no fruit on it, yet, what can prevent its 
“ fhade ?

“ Again :
“ Let no wife man ferve alow matter; but let 

“ him ferve a man of dignity.
“ Even milk in the hand of a tavern keeper is 

“ called an intoxicating liquor.
“ Befides :

“ A great man becomes little, and his virtue 
“ is diminifhed by a. wicked perfon, like the 
“ image of an elephant in a mirror.

“ It is added :
“ By ufing the great name of a powerful king, 

“ profperity is attained: as the fawn found fecu- 
“ rity by naming the moon.

“ How, faid I, happened that ?
“ In the foreft of Dandaca, faid one of the 

f* birds, a herd of elephants, being diftrefled by
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“ a fcarcity of rain in winter, thus addrefled 
fc their king : O, Sir, what remedy has our dif- 
“ trefs ! Yonder is a pool ufed by little quadru- 
“  peds, who are bending their necks to drink i t ; 
“ but we, parched with third:, whither flhall wre 
“ go ? What can we do ? The king of the ele- 
,e phants hearing this, went to a little diftance, 
“ and difcovered a pqnd of clear water, on the 
“ borders of which were fome little antelopes, 
“  who were trodden, from time to time, by the 
te feet of the elephants. One of them, named 
“ Silamu'che, thus thought within himfelf: If this 
“ mighty elephant bring his herd hither every day 
“ to quench their third, our whole race will be 
u deftroyed ! An old antelope, named Vijaya, 
“ guefhng the caufe of his melancholy, faid : Be 
“ not forrowful ; I ^  dll provide a remedy for 
“ this evil. With this promife, he departed, and 
u confidered how he fhould approach the ele- 
“ phant near enough to addrefs him without 
i( danger: 

u For:
<c By the touch, an elephant deftroys ; by the 

e< teeth, a ferpent ; even by giving food, a king ; 
“ and by fmiles, a treacherous man.

<c I will, therefore, faid he, climb up yon 
“ mountain, and thence diicourfe with him. 
iL Having done as he had refolved, he thus 
<c began > O fovereign of elephants, I come to
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u thee, by the command of that great monarch 
“ the Moon. Who art thou? faid the elephant; 
“ and what is thy bufinefs? Hear, faid Vijaya ; 
“ I am an ambaflador: Though weapons are 
<l raifed, yet an ambaflador fpeaks : nay, more ; 
“ ambafladors, though they declare the plain 
“ truth, are not furely to be flain by you. I 
“ therefore fpeak, by order of his lunar majefty. 
*« In driving away the antelopes, who are ap- 
“ pointed keepers of the pool facred to Chandra, 
“ thou haft a<fted improperly: we antelopes are 
“ its guardians : hence alfo the God is named Sa- 
“ ganca, or fawn-fpotted. When the pretended 
“ ambaflador had faid this, the elephant faid, with 
“  great fear : This has been done by me through 
ic ignorance ; we will not again come hither. 
44 Come then, faid Vijaya; and having faluted 
“  the god who dwells here, and trembles with 
“ rage, appeafe him. The elephant went, and 
u as it was night, the antelope (hewed him the 
<c reflection of the moon quivering in the water, 
44 and commanded him to make proftration. 
“ Great Sir, faid the elephant, my offence was 
44 through ignorance; therefore, be moved to 
44 forgivenefs : faying this, and making profound 

fahitation, he went his way. Therefore, I 
44 faid : Ufing a great name, &c.

So, anfwered I, our monarch has great 
44 ftrength and great power. The birds then
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cc dragged, and (truck me, faying! Horrible 
“ treafon ! Doft thou live in our country, and 
“ traduce our fovereign ? After thefe words, 
<c they carried me before their king C hitravsrna ; 
“ who looked at me; while they, after due fa- 
“  lutation, thus addreflfed him : Let our lord 
“  hear : This evil-minded water-fowl, though 
“ living in our land, condemns thy throne, our 
“  monarch. Who is he? faid the prince; and 
“ whence comes he? They anfwered : He is a 
“  fubjedt of Hir any agar bha, and comes from the 
« ifle of Carpura. I was then afked by the 
“  prime-minifter, a vulture, who was the vizir at 
“ my court. A large water-bird, named Ser- 
“ <;vajnya, faid I. He is well employed, faid the 
<£ vulture, becaufe he was born in that country;

“ Since :
“ A king {hould, by all means, chufe a mi- 

*c nifter who was born in his realm, who follows 
“ the profeffion of his anceftors, who is perfeft 
“ in relieious and moral duties, void of arro-O
“ gance, has read the body of laws, firmly prin- 
“ cipled, efteemed wife, and the author of pru- 
u dent counfels.

“ Then a parrot faid :
“ The ifle of Carpura, Sir, lies in Jambud- 

“ wipa ; and your majefty has there a juft right 
of dominion ! True, faid the peaCock;

“ For:
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“  A proud king, a child, and a man who 
“ feeks immenfe wealth, grafp at what is unat- 
** tainable :

“  What right can they have in it ? If, faid I, 
“ dominion were obtained by words only, then 
“ might all Jambudwipa be fubjedl to my king. 
“ How, faid the peacock, will he maintain his 
“ right ? By war, anfwered I. Go, then, faid he, 
“ fmiling, and make preparation for it. Send 
“ thy own ambalfador, faid I. Who, afked the 
“ king, will go on this embaffy ?

“  For:
“ An ambalfador Ihould be thus qualified:
“ Faithful, honejl, pure, fortunate, mild, labo- 

“ rious, patient, a Brahmen, knowing the hearts 
“  of others, and extremely fugacious :

“ Again:
** Noble, true, eloquent, profperous, affable, 

“ exa£t in delivering his melfage, with a good 
“ memory:

“ An ambalfador Ihould have thefe feven qua- 
“ lities. There are many fuch ambalfadorsj but 
f‘ a Brahmen mull be appointed :

“ For :
“ Let a prince conciliate the Gods to himfelf, 

“ and not long immoderately for wealth 3 even 
“  by the company of Siva, the black hue of the 
“ venom is not to be removed.

“  The parrot, therefore, mull go. Having
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“ thus fpoken, he faid to the parrot! Go thou 
«* with him, and declare our pleafure. As the 
“ king commands, be it done, faid the parrot; 
“ but with that mifchievous baca I cannot 
“  travel.

“ Thus it is written :
“ A bad companion makes a bad condition ; 

“ the fruit is certain ; as the ten-mouthed giant 
« carried Seta away; and as the ocean was 
“  bound in chains.

“ Further:
“ We muft never ftand, we mull never go, 

“ with a wicked perfon ! By handing with a 
« crow, the goofe was killed ; and the vartace, 
“  by moving.

“ How was that ? faid the king.
“ In the road to XJjjayani, near the border of 

“  it, is a large pippel-tree, where a wild gander 
“  and a crow had lived a long time. Under this 
“ tree, a traveller, fatigued by the fummer heat, 
“ flept in the fhade, with his bow lying by him ; 
“ and whilft he flept, the fhade, for a fhort time, 
“ left his face; and the wild goofe on the tree, 
“ feeing his face enlightened with funbeams, 
“ was moved with pity, and extending his 
“ wings over, fhadowed him. The traveller, 
“  in deep fleep, opened his mouth wide, and 
“ the crow, letting his dung fall into it, flew 
“ away. When he awoke, and found his mouth
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tc defiled, he looked up, and perceiving the wild 
“ goofe, fhot him. Thence I fay: We mull 
“  never ftahd, we mull never walk, &c.

“  Now I will tell you what happened to the 
“  vartace:

“  H e a r  i
“ On a certain day, all the birds made a fef- 

“  tival in honour of Garuda. On the fea ihore, 
“ where they were walking, a crow and a var- 
** tace flew together ; a fhepherd, attending the 
“ feaft, carried on his head a pot of curds, which 
“ the crow, from time to time, pecked a t ; upon 
u this, he fet the pot on the ground, and raifing 
“ his head, faw both birds, and purfued them j 
“  but the crow, while he flopped to breathe, 
w flew oflf, and the fmall bird who moved flowly 
“ was killed by him. Therefore, I repeat: We 
u  muft never ftand, we muft never move, &c.

“ I then fpoke thus: Brother parrot, why doft 
“  thou fpeak fo unkindly of me ? Thou art, in 
“  refpedt of me, as the feet of my king. Be it 
“ fo, anfwered he :

“ Neverthelefs:
“ The foft words of the deceitful make me 

“  fearful of mifchief; like the finell of flowers 
*l out of feafon.

“  And thy wickednefs in talking has been 
“  fully known to me ; for thy fpeeches have, 
‘‘ before this, been the caufe of a war between 
“ two princes.
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‘‘ Though a. crime be committed even in p ro  
<c fence of a fool, he rejoices, like the chariot- 
“ maker, who had his wife and her lover over
tr his head.

“ How was that ? faid I. He anfwered :
“ In Srinagarna lived a carpenter, named 

“ Mandamati, or little-fenfe, who knowing his 
wife to be unchafte, but not having with his 

“ own eyes feen her with her lover, told her 
“ one day, he was going to another town, 
“ and took his leave ; yet, without going far, he 
“  returned, and concealing himfelf in his houfe, 

lay under the bed. ..The adulterer, in full con- 
“  fidence that the hufband was abfent, was fent 
“ for in the evening, and fat fporting with her 
“ on the bed; when fhe touching fomething 
“ with her foot, and concluding that it was 
“ her hufband, began to lament. Her lover 
“ afked, what was the reafon of this. She an- 
“ wered : He that is the lord of my life is ab- 

fent; and this town, though full of inhabit- 
“ ants, appears to me like a defert. Why, faid 
“ he, fhould this carpenter be an object of fuch 

affedtion ? he who calls thee a harlot! Cruel 
tC man! faid fhe, what dofl thou fay ? Though 
u fharp things be fpoken, and though a wife 
“ be feen with a look of anger ; yet, when her 
“ hufband is appealed, fhe returns to her duty.

“ Again :
“  A  hu fb an d  is th e  c h ie f  o rn a m e n t o f  a  w ife ,
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“ though fhe have no other ornament; but 
“ though adorned, yet, without him, fhe has no 
“ ornament.

“ Thou, an adulterer, with whom the le* 
“ vity of my mind caufed me to fin, art like a 

tambula-flower, worn a little while, and foon 
“  thrown afide: but my hufband, by his fu- 

preme dominion, has power to give or fell 
“ me to the gods or the Brahmens. What need 
“ is there of many words ; in his life I live, 
“  and in his death I mull die, as I certainly 
“  will.

“ For:
“  As many hairs as are in the human body, 

u multiplied by a croire, and half a croire, fo 
“ many years will fhe live in heaven, who dies 
“ with her hufband.

“ Again:
“  As a charmer draws a ferpent from his 

“ hole, thus a good wife taking her hufband 
“ from a place of torture, enjoys happinefs with 
“ him.

“ Yet more:
“ When a faithful wife hears her hufband is 

“ dead in a diftant country, fhe abandons life, 
v‘ and accompanies him.

“  Hear now the fruit of fuch virtue:
“ If he be bound in hell with the ftrongefl 

“ chains, yet fhe takes him by the hand, and
K. 2
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“ leads him to heaven by the force of her 
“ piety!

“ The carpenter hearing all this, thought 
“ within himfelf: I am a wonderful man, to 
** polfefs fuch a wife ! a wife who fpeaks of me 
“ fo affectionately, wfrofe love is innate. Saying 
u  this, he could not reftrain himfelf, but raifed 
“ on his head the couch, with his wife, and her 
“ gallant. Thence, I fay: Though a crime, &c.

“ After this, having faluted the king as if 
“ he had adminiftered juftice, I was difmiffed. 
<£ Now, Sir, the parrot is coming after m e; 
“ knowing all this, thou wilt a£t as is expedient. 
“ Sir, faid Chacravaca, fmiling, this Dirgba- 
“ muc’he, having travelled to a foreign country, 
“ has performed the king’s bufinefs to the bell 
“ of his power; but this is a fault in his nature : 

“ For:
“ Give a hundred pieces, rather than go to 

“ war. This is the rule in the facred code:— 
‘‘ To war without neceffity, is the part of a fool!

“ After fuch an affront, faid the king, war 
“ feems unavoidable. Sir, faid the minifter, I 
“ will fpeak in private without thefe hearers.

“ For:
“ As words form an echo, fo the eye, and the 

“ motions of the body, are comprehended by 
“ ĥe fagacious: let prudent men, therefore, give 
“  counfel in fecret.
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<c Befides:
« By winks, by the walk, by aCtion of fpeech,

“ by the motion of the eye, and the lip, a wife
“ man difcovers the mind.

“ When he had faid this, the king and his 
<* vizir remained, while the reft departed, each 
“ a different way.

“ This I know, Sir, faid the minifter, that this 
c< buftnefs of fending an ambaffador, has been 
“ effected by the baca.

“ For:
« A fick man is an advantage to phyficians; 

“ a meffenger to the meffenger s lord ; a fool 
“ to the learned ; a king’s fubjeCt to a warrior.

.« Let this be the caufe, faid the king; but 
“ now fay what mull be done ? Sir, faid Cha- 
u cravaca, let an ambaffador be fent: then we 
“ fhall know the whole affair, and the enemies 
“ ftrength orweaknefs.

“ Thus, indeed, it is written:
“ Let an ambaffador be the king’s eye, in fur- 

“  veying his own and every other region ; and 
“ in difcerning what is practicable, and what is 
“ impracticable:—He who has no fuch eye is 
44 blind !

44 Let him take a fecond perfon, a confiden- 
“ tial affiftant; and when any fecret buftnefs is 
44 concerted, let him remain himfelf, and fend 
“ back his affiftant.
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“ Thus it is written:
In the place of a foreign king, let a wife 

,£ man converfe with ambafladors, who know 
« the divine books, are devout, and of a facred 
“ character.

“ A confidential minifter fhould be one who 
«■ travels by land and water. Let feme other 
<e (rice-bird) be fent, but not this baca; let him 
“ remain in your palace ; but let all this be kept 
<£ fecret; for good counfel is betrayed by fix 
“ ears. This alfo is the cafe of a fecret; let the 
££ king, therefore, confult only with himfelf and 
££ another,

££ Hear:
“ By revealing a fecret, the faults of a prince 

“ cannot be corrected :—this the moralifts know,
££ He faid, eagerly, I have an excellent am- 

“ baflador. Then, faid the minifter, thou haft 
<£ obtained victory.

“ While they were fpeaking, a chamberlain 
t£ entered and faid: A parrot, from Jambudwipa, 
*£ is arrived at the palace gate. The king looked 
“ at Chacravaca, who faid: Let an apartment 
f£ be prepared for him, and let him repair to it;

after that he fhall be prefented. The cham- 
“ berlain faid : Be it as the king commands; and 
“ after that went with the parrot to his ftation.

“ War, faid the king, is now fettled. Yet, 
u Sir, faid the minifter, it muft not take place.
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“ For, what is that treafurer, or what is that 
“ counfellor, who advifes his prince to make 
“ war without due confideration ?

“ It is written:
“ Let a wife king ftrive for victory if he 

“  be attacked ; but let him not make w r . 
“ Since, if two kings fight, both cannot be 
“ vidlors.

“  And:
“ Eveiy man is a hero, who has not been in 

*l battle: and who, that has not feen the ftrength 
“ of another, is not arrogant ?

“ Farther :
“ A great ftone is not raifed, by men, without 

“ labour : but if a man can attain great fuc- 
“ cefs with little efforts, the fruit of his virtue 
“ is great.

“ Neverthelefs, when war is determined on, 
*c it muft be vigoroufly conducted:

“ For :
“ As corn produces its fruit, among men, in 

“ due feafon ; thus, good conduct produces fruit, 
“ O king ! after a long time, and not on a fud- 
“ den.

“ Yet more:
“ A great king fhould fear his enemies at a 

,c diftance : but when near, a£t with valour. In 
u  the midft of danger, it is a dreadful crime to 
“ he inadlive.
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u Again :
<c The deftroyer of all fucceflfes, is ill-timed 

“ apprehenfion of danger.
“ He then added : The king Chitraverna is 

“ 'exceedingly ftrong. That we fhould engage 
“ with a ftrong foe, is not advifeable ; it would 
“ be like a man aflailing an elephant on 
“ foot.

<c Befides:
He is a fool, who, not having attained a 

u proper time, engages his enemy. A conteft 
“ with the ftrong, would be like attempting to 
“ fly with the wings of an infedt.

“ Yet more:
u Let a warrior keep his arms referved, as a 

“ tortoife contracts his limbs ; then, when he 
4< has an opening, let him rife up like an en- 
4‘ raged ferpent.

u Hear, O king !
u Againft a great prince, a fmall one may 

a perform much in due feafon, if he know 
“ ftratagems; as the inundation of a fmall
u river can tear up the roots of trees like 
“ grafs.

In this manner let the parrot, having con-
Aided in us, be kept, until a neceflary fortifica- 

44 tion can be prepared :
“ For:

tC One bowman {landing on the centre wall.
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M may fight an. hundred, or even an hundred 
« thoufand ; a caftle, therefore, is neceflary.

“ It is added:
**■ A prince ftationed in his enemy’s country 

“ without a fortrefs, unable to repel his foe, ne- 
“ ceflarily falls, like a man out of a ihip.

“  Again:
“ A fortrefs muft be built with large battle- 

rt ments, and lofty walls, fupplied with veffels, 
“ implements, provi-fions, and wrater, with a hill, 
u  a river, a dry plain, and a wood.

“ Yet more:
“  Of great extent; difficult of accefs; fuflfi-
ciency of water, and grain; with ftore of 

** wood; a fit place for ingrefs, and egrefs; thefe 
f* are the feven excellencies of a caftle.

“ Who, faid the king, can be employed in 
“  building it ?

“ Whoever, anfwered the minifter, is emi- 
“ nently Ikilful in the bufinefs, let him be em- 
“ ployed; in fuch bufinefs, whoever is inexpe- 
“ rienced in it is a dunce, though he may know 
“ all the faftras; let the faras, therefore, be or- 
‘‘ dered to attend.

“ The order being iflued, and the faras at- 
“ tending, the king thus addrefled him : O fa- 
“ ras ! thou muft build a fortrefs. The faras, 

“  having paid̂  his homage, fpoke thus: A for- 
“ trefs, O king ! has long been provided, name-
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“ ly, a large pool; but an ifland in the middle 
« of it fhould be fupplied with a quantity of 
“  grain; fince, of all ftores, great monarch! a 
« ftore of grain is moft ufeful: a bright gem 
** taken into the mouth will not preferve life.

“ Befides: ' :
“ Of all taftes, the tafte of lalt is moft excel- 

“ lent; let fait be ufed, without which the beft 
“ difli would be unfavoury.

“ Go,fpeedily,faidthe king, and make all ready. 
“ While the king was fpeaking the wardour 

“ entered, and, after falutatiori, faid ; The fove- 
“ reign of the crows, O king 1 named Me^ha- 
“ verna, is arrived from Sinhalad'wipa, and 

folicits the honour of feeing the feet of our 
“ prince ! The crow, faid the king, is a wife 
“ bird, and has feen much of the world; let him 
“ be gracioufly received. It is even fo, faid 
“  Chacravaca ; but, O king ! the crow is a land- 

bird, and is confidered as rejected by our 
“ race, which differs widely from him: how can 
“ he be received ?

“ It is thus written :
“ A fool who leaves his own race, and delights 

“ in another, is deftroyed by*ftrangers, like the 
*1 blue fhakal.

“ How, faid the king, did that happen ?
There is, faid the minifter, • in the city of 

<( Ujjayani a fhakal, who going one night, for
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“ his pleafure, beyond th6 limits of the town, fell 
« into apot of indigo ; and, unable to rife out of 
“ it, lay in it, as if he were dead. In the morn- 
“ ing the owner of the indigo pulled him out, 
“ and threw him out of the room ; when he, 
“ concealing himfelf, ran away to the foreft. 
“ Perceiving- that he was of a dark blue colour,O
44 he thus thought within himfelf: I am now 
“ of a divine colour, the colour of Crijhna / 
44 What greatnefs, therefore, may I not attain ? 
44 Having accordingly fummoned the reft of the 
44 ftiakals, he faid to them: The deity of this 
i4 wood has himfelf anointed me fovereign of it, 
44 with the juice of celeftial herbs ; fee my holy 
44 coloar: to-day, therefore, I muft begin the 
44 difcharge of my duty, and by my command 
44 juftice (hall be adminiftered in the foreft.

44 The beafts, perceiving his diftinguifhing 
44 colour, fell proftrate, and paid homage, fay- 
44 ing: As the king commands ! and then was 
44 fupreme dominion conferred on him by all the 
f4 animals of his race. Soon after, when he had 
44 alfo afiembled a herd of lions, tigers, and other 
44 beafts, deceived by his appearance, he deipifed 
44 his fpecies, and difmifled all the fhakals, who 
44 were much airlifted with their dilgrace; 
44 but an old ftiakal arofe among them, and faid : 
*4 Be not grieved, I promife you relief; we, who 
^ know him, are driven lrom him ; but as he
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“ feeks to ruin us, I muft contrive to deftroy 
“  him. ThelionSj tigers, and the reft, imagine 
“ from his blue hide, that he is a monarch ; but 
“  be it our care that he may be dete&ed: thus 
“ may we effedfc our purpofe; one evening, when 
“ you are all cohered before him, fet up a loud 
“ cry; when he hears it, his nature will prompt 
“  him to join in i t :

“ For:
“  Whatever is natural to any one, can hardly 

“ be difcontinued: fhould a dog be made a king, 
“ he will ftill gnaw leather.

“ The tigers, &c. knowing his voice, will de- 
“ ftroy him. This being done, the confequence. 
“ followed.

“ As it is written:
“ Our natural enemy knows our former crimes, 

‘‘ our heart, and our ftrangth; fo that he pene- 
“ trates and deftroys, as fire burns a dry tree. 
“ Thence, I fay: A fool who leaves his own 
“ flock, &c.

“ Though it be fo, faid the king, yet confider, 
“ fince he comes from a great diftance, what 
u reafon can there be for rejedling him ?

“ O king, faid Chacravaca, an ambaflador is 
“ difpatched, and a fortrefs built; let the par- 
“ rot fee this, and depart, fince Chanacya, by 
“ employing a fagacious meflenger, deftroyed 
“ Nanda\ let a king, therefore, encircled with
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c< warriors, receive an ambaflador who comes 
“ from a diftance.

“ Upon this a council was aflembled, and the 
u parrot introduced, together with the crow, 
“ named Meghaverna.

44 The parrot, raifing his head a little when 
“ he entered the hall of audience, faid, aloud : 
“ Hear, O Hyranyagarbba ! the profperous Chi- 
14 traverna, king of kings! thus commands 
<4 thee : If thou value thy life, or fortune, come

fpeedily, and pay homage at our feet; if
44 not, be allured of expulfion from thy terri- 
“ tory.

€i The king anfwered, in a rage : Who, among 
“ you, is not my fubjedt? Then Meghaverna 
44 rofe, and faid : Give the word, O king ! and 
44 I will put this bafe parrot to death. The mi- 
44 nifter then firmly addrefled the king, and the 
<f crow, in thefe words:

4< Yet hear:
ft That is no council, at which the aged attend 

44 not; they are not aged, who fpeak not with 
4C juftice ; that is not juftice, which is unaccom- 
€i panied with truth ; and there is no truth 
(i where fear prevails.

<4 This is clear law. The parrot is a Brah- 
44 men ; but an ambaflador, though a barbarian, 
“ mult not be flain : a king fpeaks by the mouth 
u of his ambaflador, who, though weapons be 
4< raifed for war, merely delivers his meflage.
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“ Farther:
“  Who confiders himfelf debafed, becaufe an 

<£ ambaflador reports, that others magnify them- 
“ felves ? They who are refpedtable, are fo in 
“ themfelves : a meffenger fpeaks only as he is 
“ inftrudted.

t£ The king, neverthelefs, and the crow, ex- 
“ prefled their natural warmth of temper; and 
“ the parrot, riling from his feat, departed: after 
“  which, an officer, fent by the minifter, com- 
“  plimented him with an ornament of gold, and 
“ then difmiffed him.

“ The parrot returned to the Vindhya moun-
tains, and paid his refpedts to ChitraveYna, 

“ who feeing him, faid : Well, my ambaffador, 
“ what is the ftate of things ? What fort of a 
“ country is it ? O king ! anfwered the parrot, 
u the ftate of things is fhortly this : A war muft 
‘c be refolved on ; the ifland of Carpura is a ter- 
“ reftrial paradife ; how can I paint it in proper 
“ colours ?

“ The king, hearing this, convened an affem- 
“ bly of his moft diftinguifhed minifters, and, 
u having taken his feat in council, fpoke thus : 
“ Now, fince war muft be waged, advife what 
“ is to be done.

“ As it is written :
“ Difcontented priefts, and contented princes, 

“ are alike ruined ; modeft harlots and immodeft 
“ women of rank, are alike.
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tc A vulture, named Duraderji, or far-feeing, 
t£ then fpoke thus : O king ! in diftrefs, war is 
“ not to be waged :

“ Since :
“  Whenever the counfellors of a monarch are 

“ well difpofed, and, his minifters ferve him 
“ fteadily, and when the foe is unprepared, then 
“  he may declare war.

rt Let an aftrologer, faid the king, be fum- 
“ moned by this my order ; and let him calcu- 
“ late a propitious day for our expedition. O 
“ king! faid the minifter, any expedition, at 
“  prefent, is improper.

“ Since :
“ Fools only engage on a fudden, without 

tc afcertaining the ftrength of their enemy; and 
“ moft alfuredly receive a number of drawn 
“ fabres on their necks.

“ Do not, faid the king, oppofe, on all occa- 
“ fions, my eager defire ; but declare, how a 
“ prince, who feeks viftory, muft invade a 
“ foreign territory. I will declare it, faid the

vulture; only hear; yet even this plan proj 
“ duces dangerous fruit :

“ Thus it is written :
“ What need has a prince of a qounfellor who 

tf ^£ls not, and reafons from books; by me-
“ mory, prefcribing a medicine, no difordef is 
“ cured.
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U * ' ON “WAR.

“  Is th e  c o u n try , th e n , faid th e  k in g , n o t to  

*c be invaded  ? th a t fo far is fe ttled .
“  I w ill fpeak , faid th e  m in ifte r , w h a t I  h av e

“ heard advifed.
“ i. Whenever, O king! there is fear of 

“ danger with a river, a mountain, a wood, and 
« a caftle ; then let the chief commander go forth 
« with collected troops, exerted ftrength.

«« 2. T h e n  th e  p rin c ip a l ob fe rv er o f  th e  h o f-  

«  tile  fo rce , advance  firm , encirc led  b y  w a r r io r s : 

“  in  th e  cen tre , le t h u lb a n d s  a n d  w iv es , w ith  

“  th e  trea fu re , be p la c e d ; a n d  all w h o  a re  

“  w eak .
“ 3. In  b o th  w in g s  le t th e  cav a lry  be  f ta -  

“  tio n ed  : b y  th e  h o rfes , ch a rio ts  ; by  th e  c h a -  
“  rio ts , e lephan ts  ; b y  th e  e lep h an ts , in fa n try .

“  4 . T h e n  let th e  fo v ere ig n  m arch , g iv in g
confidence gradually to the difpirited, fur- 

“ rounded by valiant counfellors, and with a 
“ great force.

“  5. L e t h im  advance  w ith  e lep h an ts , to  a  

“  fta tion  th a t is w a te ry  a n d  m o u n ta in o u s  ; w ith  
“  horfes, to  a level and  d ry  fta tio n  ; le t h im  pafs 

“  w a te r in  boats, an d  e e ry  w h e re  be  a tte n d e d  

“  w ith  foot-fo ld iers.
“  6 . T h e  m arch  o f  e lephan ts  is ad v an tag eo u s 

“  in  th e  c loudy  fe a fo n ; o f  h o rfes , in  th e  fu m m e r ; 

“  and  o f  in fa n try , in  all feafons.
“  7 . W h e n  arm ies march over d an g e ro u s



“ roads, they mull provide for the fafety of the 
“ king; but if he deep, though guarded by 
“ heroes, he neglefts his duty.

“ 8. Let him fmite, let him deftroy the foe . 
“ with hard and lharp ftrokes ; and when he 
“ enters a foreign country, let him look out for 
“ a wood before him.

“ o. Where the king is, there is thetreafure ; 
“  where there is no treafure, there is no reign- 
“ ing ; but let him impart it to his warriors :
“ Who would not fight when wealth is bellowed ?

“ io. No man, O king ! is the Have of a 
/ ‘ man, but of riches: the rank of a fpiritual 
“ guide, or the lownefs of a beggar, depend on 
“ wealth, or the want of it.

“ n .  They fight to prevent a defeat, and mu- 
4‘ tually defend each other; but let that part of 
“ an army which is ever fo little weak, be 11a- 
“ tioned in the midlt of the forces.

“ 12. Let the fovereign place the infantry 
“ before him ; and take his ftation. While the 
“ foe is compelled to go round him, let him 
“ lay wafte the country.

“ 13. On a level ground, let him engage with 
“ chariots and horfes; on the water, with boats 
“ and elephants.

“ 14.. In a place covered with trees and creep- 
“ ing fhrubs, let him ufe bows, fwords, and 
“ lhields, and other weapons.
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“ 15. Let him continually moleft his enemy* 
“ deftroying their food, their fields, their water, 
“ their wood, and their entrenchments.

“  16. A m o n g  th e  k in g ’s fo rces, th e  e lep h an t is

the chief, and no other: an elephant, ufing 
“  all his members, is confidered as having eight

arms.
“ 17. The horfe is the ftrength of armies, for 

*£ he is a moving wall: a king, therefore, pof- 
“ feflfed of many horfes, is victorious in land- 
“  fights.

“ 18. Warriors, mounted on horfes, are hard 
“ to be conquered, even by gods ; their ene-* 
“ mies, even at a diftance, are fubdued by 
“  them.

“ 19. The firfl: bufinefs of war, is the pre- 
“ fervation of the whole army : cleaning the
“ ground, and chufing the afpeCt, is called the 
“ firfl: adtion.

“ 20. Wife men acknowledge as their elder 
u brother, a man naturally brave, fkilful in 
“ arms, well-affeCted, kind-hearted, difficult to 
“ be fubdued, famed for heroifm, and of great 
“ ftrength.

“ 21. Men do not fight, Oking! fo boldly 
u for gifts and wealth, as for the honours con- 
“ ferred by their fovereign.

“ 22. A fmall army, if excellent, is a great 
“ one; not a numerous force with their heads
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-* tor'll (difgraced) : the flight of bad troops 
“ afluredly caufes the route of good ones.

“ 23. Not to protediyhot to be prefent, to be 
*c fparing of giftsi to procraftinate, to have no 
“  wardour who may introduce fuppliants; thefe 
tc are caufes of difaffedtion.

“ 24. By harafling the foes, let him whd 
tc feeks victory overcome them; by delaying to 
“ harafs them, they profper, and are gratified.

“ 25. In defeating the enemy, there is no 
“ other object than dividing the fpoil: let the 
M prince, therefore, with care divide the booty 

taken from the foe.
“ 26. When peace is made by a viceroy, of 

“ by a principal counfellor, a firm prince may 
“ exprefs anger, and renew the war.

“ 27. He may even, after having defeated the 
** enemy, deilroy them, with troops eager for 
“ gain ; or feize and carry off their cattle, or 
“ even imprifon their chief.

“ 28. Let a prince make his own regions po- 
“  pular, for the fake of pofleffing that of an- 
“ other: or by bellowing gifts, and conferring 
“ honours, with like popularity, let him acquire 
** the odour of fame for generality.

“ Ah ! faid the king, what need is there for 
“ fo many words. To,be fortunate by nature, 
“ and to fubdue the foe, thefe are the two pro- 
*e perties of a king J by pofleffing thefe qua-

X  2
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“ lities, wife princes extend their glory like 
“ Vachafpati!

“ Another kind of ftrength, faid the minifter, 
“ fmiling, muft be provided ; another code of 
“ fciences muft be prepared: How can light and 
“ darknefs remain equally in one ftation ?

“ The king then arofe, and an aftronomer 
“ having marked the propitious time of the fun’s 
“ pafling through the fign, he marched forth. 
“  Juft then a meffenger arrived, who, after 
“ making obeifance to Hiranyagharva, thus 
“ fpoke : O king! Chit r averna is approaching; 
“ and even now, has taken his ground on the 
“ top of the mountain Malaya: a guard muft 
“ be kept continually in the caftle, for the vul- 
“ ture is his prime minifter. Yet more : It has 
“ been aflerted, in converfation upon this fub- 
“ jedt, that a certain bird was before ordered by 
u the vulture to make an attempt upon the for- 
“ trefs. O king, cried Chacravacay that muft 
“ be the crow! By no means, faid the king : if it 
“  were fo, how would he have begun with pro- 
“  pofing the death of the parrot ? Befides : Our 
il foes fuccefs in this war, muft have been fince

the arrival of the parrot: the crow has been 
“ a long time conftantly here. Yet, faid the 
“ minifter, when a ftranger comes, he fhould 
u be treated with caution. What benefadtor,

faid the king, can be conftdered as a ftranger!
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“ Hear:
“ A ftranger, who is kind, is a kinfman.
“ An unkind kinfman is a ftranger.
“ Painful diftempers are bred in the body, 

V while foothing medicines grow in the foreft.
“ Again:

“ Viravara, fervant of the king Sudrac, in a 
“ fhort time, gave up his own fon.

“ How, afked the minifter, did that happen ?
“  Once, anfwered the king, as I was fporting 

“ with a young goofe, named Carpuramanjari, 
“ in the pool of Carpuraceti, made for the re- 
“ creation of king Sudrac, a Rajaputra, named 
“ Viravara, who had come from a diftant coun- 
“ try, went, at that time, to the wardour of the 
“ palace, and faid : I am a Rajaputra, who want 
“ a maintenance, grant me a fight of the king ! 
** The warden went to Sudrac, and perform- 
“ ing due homage, faid : O king ! a Rajaputrat 
“ named Viravara, is come from a foreign coun- 
“ try, and ftands at thy gate.

“ The king faid: Bring him to me. Viravara 
“ was accordingly introduced to the king’s pre- 
“ fence ; and faluting him, faid : If you afk for 
“ me as thy fervant, O king! allow me a fti- 
“ pend. What ftipend doft thou demand ? faid 
“ Sudrac. Four hundred pieces of gold a day, 
“ anfwered Viravara. With what implements, 
“ faid the king, canft thou perform fervice ?
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“ With three, faid Viravara: the two firft are 
“ my two arms, and the third is my fabre. It 
“ cannot be, faid the king; and V\ravara> 
u making his obeifance, departed. The firft 
“ minifter then addrefled the king: Allow him, 
“ Sir, this falary for a few days, that his dif- 
“ pofition may be known ; then you may pro- 
ic portion his pay to the talents he poflefles. 
“ Sudrac, perfuaded by this advice, called back 
u the foldier, and giving him betel, ordered him 
“ the ftipend he had demanded. And then 
44 keeping a conftant watch on his actions, learnt 
<4 that Viravara gave one half of his pay to the 
u gods and the brahmens, one quarter to the 
44 poor, and the remainder he fpent on himfelf. 
44 This was his conftant pradice. And, with 
44 his fabre in his hand, he kept watch, day and 
44 night, at the palace gate ; going to the king 
“ only when he was called for.

“ On the fourteenth of the dark half of the 
44 moon Bhadra, at midnight, the king heard the 
u found of weeping and lamentation. He faid, 
“ aloud : Who is there at the gate ? The foldier 
“ anfwered : 0  king! I, Viravara, am in wait- 
4‘ ing. Let an enquiry be made, faid the king 
“ concerning that weeping. Be it as the king 
44 commands, faid Viravara, and immediately 
u departed.

<c In the mean while, the king, thinking within
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tcthimfelf, that he had unadvifedly fent a Tingle 
u foldier, in To dark a night, without a torch, took 
u his cimeter, and followed him out of the town.

(C Viravara had difcovered a damfel, very 
“ young, exquifitely beautiful, and elegantly 
C6 appareled, to whom he faid : Who art thou ? 
“ Wherefore doff thou weep ?

“ She anfwered:
“ I am Lacjhmi, the Fortune of king Sudrac; 

“ under the fhadow of whofe arm I have long 
repofed : but am now forced to depart from 

u him, and therefore weep. By what means, 
tc faid Viravara, can the goddefs be again efta- 
4i blifhed here ? - If thou, anfwered Lacjhmi) will 
u devote to me, the goddefs of felicity, thy fon 
66 Sattivare, whofe body has fixty marks of ex- 

cellence, I will again dwell a long time in this 
“  country.—So faying, {he vanifhed.

“ Viravara then went to his own houfe, and 
waked his wife and fon, whom he found fleep- 

“ ing. Viravara repeated to them the very 
u words of Lacjhmi; which SaSiivara no fooner 
“ heard, than he faid, with rapture : Glorious, 
u indeed, am I become ! who am the inftrument 
u of faving the dominions of my prince ! What, 
ie O father, fhould occafion delay ? any day, 
a furely, muft be favourable for offering up my 

body in fuch a caufe.
“ Since the poet fays :
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i( A good man would refign his wealth, and 
“  even his life, for others: fince death is inevi- 
“ table, that death is furely belt, which procures 
44 moft eood to the virtuous.o

“ Let this, added his mother, be the bufinefs 
“ of our family: if it be not, how elfe can we 
<c give an equivalent for the fplendid falary
4- which the king allows us ?

u Having faid this, all of them haftened to the 
44 goddefs of profperity; to whom Viravara, 
44 with pious adoration, faid: Be favourable, O 
“ goddefs ! grant victory to the great king Su- 
44 drac, and receive thy offered flave. So fay- 
“ ing, he ftruck off the head of his fon: 
44 and immediately thought thus within him- 
44 felf: I have now made a full return for the 
44 king’s munificence, but, without my boy, my 
44 own life is a fruitlefs burden. After this fhort 
4c meditation, he {tabbed himfelf: and his wife, 
44 feeing him dead, and unable to furvive her 
44 liufband and her fon, put an end to her life, 
44 with the fame weapon.

44 All this Sudrac heard and faw with afto- 
44 nifhment, and faid :

4C Ignoble men live and die like me ; but the 
44 equal of that Viravara never exifted, nor ever 
44 will exift among men. Since my kingdom is 
41 therefore deprived of him, it is of no more 
44 ufe to me.
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44 He then unlheathed his fword, and was 
Cc preparing with pleafure to give himfelf a mor- 
“ tal wound, when the goddefs Lacjhmi, ap- 
“ pearing in a viiible form, took the king by the 
u hand, and faid : My fon, this adl will be ab- 
44 furd; thy realm fhall not now be broken. 
4< Sudrac, falling proftrate, faid : O goddefs, I 
44 have no occafion for my realm, nor even for 
44 my life. If ftill thou haft any affection for 
44 me, let that hero Viravaray with his wife and 
44 fon, be reftored to life by my death ; let me 
46 go into that path which becomes me. I am 
44 abundantly fatisfied, faid Lacjhmi’, with thy 
44 fervent piety, and love for thy fervant; go, 
46 conquer, and let the hero, with his family, 
ie rife to life !

44 The king, having again proftrated himfelf 
44 before the goddefs, returned to his palace, 
i( unfeen by any mortal. Viravara, in the mean 
“ time, rofe from the dead, with his wife and 
44 his child :—they went home, and he returned 
44 to his ftation before the royal gate.

44 The king then afked him, what he had 
44 found to be the caufe of the lamentation. He 
44 anfwered: O king ! a girl was weeping, and 
6C when fhe faw me, £he vanifhed : there was 
44 no other caufe.

44 When the king heard this anfwer, he was 
44 highly pleafed; and faid within himfelf: How
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“  can  th is  m oft v irtu o u s  m an , Viravara, be re-* 

** w ard ed  ?
“  I t is w r i t te n :

“  A  tru e  h ero  fpeaks g e n tly , boafts n o t o f  

“  h im felf, is liberal, and  no  re lp ed te r o f  perfons. 
** — A  great m an  is benevo len t.

“  H o w  th is  w h o le  tran fad tion  p roves th e  
il greatnefs o f  Viravara !

“  In  th e  m o rn in g  th e  k in g  affem bled an  illu f- 
u trio u s  council, an d , re la tin g  th e  ad v e n tu re , 
“  fro m  th e  b eg in n in g  to  th e  en d , con ferred  on  
“  Viravara, w ith  g rea t h o n o u r , th e  k in g d o m  o f  
“  Carnata.

“  H o w  th e n  is a  G ranger to  be cen fu red  ? 
u  B u t am o n g  ftrangers, it  is tru e , a re  fom e o f  
“  th e  h ig h eft, fom e o f  th e  lo w eft, a n d  fom e o f  
u  th e  m id d le , clals.

“  Chacravaca th e n  faid : W h a t fo rt o f  a co u n - 
“  fellor is h e , w h o  gratifies th e  defire o f  h is 
“  p rince , w h e n  he  orders w h a t o u g h t n o t to  be 
“  done ? I t  is be tte r th a t th e  m ind  o f  h is m a ile r 
“  Ihould  be g rieved , th a n  th a t h e  Ih o u ld  p e rilh  
“  th ro u g h  im p ro p er condud t.

“  H e a r , O  k i n g !

“  L e t m e a tta in  w h a t is acqu ired  b y  v ir tu e  j 
“  and  n o t refem ble th e  barber, w h o , th ro u g h  
“  th e  delufion o f  a go lden  velfel, flew  th e  beg- 
u gar, and w as flain him felf.

“  H o w , a lk ed  th e  k in g , 4̂ 1 th a t h ap p en  ?
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u In the city of Ayodhya, faid the minifter, 
f* lived a foldier, named Cbudamani; who, giv- 
“ ing himfelf great pains in fearch of wealth, 
“ paid particular homage to the god adorned 
“ with a crefcent: and having committed very 
“ few fms, had the felicity of feeing the deity in 
“ a dream ; who faid to him : Shave thyfelf this 
“ morning, and ftand concealed behind the gate, 
'** with a club in thy hand, with which thou 
“ fhalt put to death a beggar, who fhall come 
** into the court, and inftantly the dead body 
“ {hall be changed into a veffel full of gold; 
“ which infallibly fhall make thee happy, as long 
u as thou livefl and fpendeft it freely. The fol- 
“ dier did as he was commanded, and gained the 
“ treafure ; but the barber who had come to 

{have him, and faw what happened, thus rea- 
** foned within himfelf: Oh ! is that the mode 

of gaining gold? what then, cannot I too per- 
4t form? From that time, therefore, he flood 
“ early in the morning, from day to day, with 
5* a club in his hand, waiting for a beggar : and 

one morning, a poor man, who came to fo- 
licit alms, was attacked and flain by him. The 

4‘ king’s officers, however, feized him, and he 
“ fuffered death for the murder. Thence I faid: 

Let me poffefs what is gained by virtue, and 
4‘ fo forth.

‘‘ How, faid the king, can he be proved, by a
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“ multitude of words, to be any other than what 
he feems ? Is any one a friend, without good 

“ reafon ? Why then fhould my confidence in 
“ him ceafe ? let him now come, and in his 
“ ftation be of ufe to me. If Chitraverna be 
“  at this moment in the mountain of Malaya,
“ what can be done ?

“ I have heard, faid the minifter, from the 
“  mouth of a fpy, juft arrived, that Chitraverna 
“  has difregarded the advice of his counfellor,
“ the vulture : the indifcreet prince may, there- 
“ fore, be fubdued,

“ For :
“  He who thirfts for wealth ; he who aban- 

“  dons honefty; he who rejects advice; he 
“  who fpeaks falfely; a negligent man j a cow- 
“ ard ; a weak man ; all thefe, if enemies, have 
“ no reafon to rejoice.

“ As long, therefore, as he refrains from fur- 
“ rounding the gates of the fort, fo long may 
11 the faras’s,and the other generals, be employed 
“ in deftroying his forces in the river, the moun- 
“ tain, the caftle, and the roads.

“ Thence it is written :
“  When an hoftile army is fatigued by a long 

“ march, is impeded by a river, a mountain,
“  or a foreft,. intimidated by a terrible fire, tor- 
“ mented with thirft, deficient in vigilance,
“ weakened with hunger, afflicted with difeafe,
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“ or pain, not well ftationed, molefted by 
« ftorms and ffiowers, obftru&ed by duft, by

mud, and by water, an army in fuch fituations 
“ may eafily be overpowered by an intelligent 
“ king.

“  Again:
“ An army, O king! which is exhaufted by 

** watching, through fear of a nightly affault, 
“ and flumbers through the day, may at once 
“ be fubdued, as the eye is overcome by fleep.

“ Thy troops ' then, advancing againft thofe 
“ which he has detached, will deftroy them by 
“ day, and by night, as occafion ferves.

“ This was accordingly done, and Chitraverna 
“ feeing many of his leaders and officers fall 
“ around him, thus, with extreme grief, ad- 
“  dreffed his minifter Duradarfan :

“ O, my father ! why do we flay longer 
“ here ? What difgrace has befallen me !

“ It is written :
“ When tao progrefs is made in acquiring do- 

“ minion, all will prove unfuccefsful. Not to 
“ advance, as certainly deftroys profperity, as 
“ age impairs the moft beautiful form.

“ Befides :
“ Good a£tions lead to fuccefs, as good me- 

“ dicines to a cure •, a healthy man is joyful, and 
“ a diligent man attains the end of learning. So
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*e a juft man gains the reward of his virtue, 
“  riches, and fame.

“  Be virtuous, juft, benevolent, and affedion- 
MC ate, to all creatures that have life as water 
“ naturally defcends, thus wealth, and felicity, 
“  naturally come to a good man.

“ O king! faid the vulture, a prince, though 
“  unwife, reaches the fummit of magnificence 
“ by attending to one who encreafes his know- 
“ ledge, like a tree which flourifhes by growing

near a river.
“  Farther:

“ The tafte of w ine; the love of woman; 
<£ exceflive hunting; gaming ; and borrowing of 
tc money; liftening to falfe charges; feverity in 
tC infliding of punifhments ; thefe are the caufes 
“ of a king’s mifery.

“ Yet more :
“ Wealth unjuftly colleded is not enjoyed by 

“ him who indulges in boundlefs pleafures, but 
“ has no refource in his inmoft foul; true 
“ wealth refides with good morals, and with 
“ valour.

“ Thou, perceiving the good condition of thy 
“ army, and exulting in force alone, haft added'

harfhnefs of fpeech to thy negled of my coun- 
“ fels; this fruit, therefore, of thy bad condud, 
“ is now adually gathered.
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<c As the poet fays:
“ What offences again ft morals are committed 

“ by him who liftens not to advice !
“  What man, who refufes to take medicines, 

“  do not diforders torment ?
“ Whom doth not good fortune fill with 

<c pride ?
“ Whom does not death at length overtake ? 

Who is not plagued by wealth, and goods,
brought as a portion by his wife ?
w Thus, therefore, I reafoned : This prince 

<( has no underftanding; how he confumest he 
“  dictates of found inftrudtion by the fire of his 
** own words!

«■ For:
“  If a man has no knowledge of his own, of 

“ what ufe is a book to him ? Of what fervice is 
“  a mirror to a blind man ?

“ For this reafon I remained fpeechlefs. The 
fl king, joining his fore-feet in a fubmiffive pof- 
“ ture, faid : Be it fo ; it is all my fault: but 
“ now advife, how, with this reinforcement of 
“  my army, I fhall return to the Vindhya moun- 
“  tains. The vulture thought within himfelf: 
“ We muft have recourfe to a ftratagem; and then 
“ faid, aloud: O king! anger muft ever be appeaf- 
“ ed towards the gods, a preceptor, cattle, kings, 
“ priefts, women, and children, towards cows,
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“ the old, and the fick.: then, with a fmile, he 
“ added : Be not difheartened, O king ! be con-
u fident.
, ‘‘ H ear:

« The wifdom of a counfellor is known on a 
“ breach of peace; of a phyftcian, in the three 
« acute diftempers : Who is not wife, that can 
“ fhew wifdom in fuch emergencies ?

“ Befides:
<« When fools begin a trifling a&, they hefi- 

“ tate; but when the wife begin an arduous 
“ enterprize, they are firm, and without he- 
“ fitation.

“ I, therefore, will conduct thee quickly hence 
<( t0 the Vindhya mountains, attended with fame 
«  and ftrength, having even deftroyed by thy 
«* force the caftle of the enemy.

« How, faid the king, can that be at$iieved
with fo inconfiderable an army? Sir,anfwered 

“  the vulture, it will all happen.
« He, therefore, who defires conqueft, muft 

«« avoid procraftination, and haften to attain 
“  victory.

“ This very day let a line be formed around 
“ the fortrofs.

“  While this was doing, a baca (or paddy- 
ic bird), who had been fent as a fpy, came to 
u king Hir any agarblia; whom ho thus addrefled:
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“ 0  king, this Chitraverna is now, by the ad- 
“  vice of his counfellor, the vulture, furrounding 
te the gates of thy caftle. The king, turning to 
“ his minifter, faid : O thou, all-knowing, what 
“  now muft be done ?

“ The flamingo faid :
“ By the ftrength of thy own mind, O king, 

“ make a diflindtion between good and evil; 
“ diftribute gold and drefles, as marks of thy 
‘f favour, to fuch as deferve them :

,l Since it is written :
“  Fortune deferts not that lion-prince, who 

M exadts twenty fhells from the peafant, yet be- 
“ flows thoufands of weights of gold with a 
“ liberal hand.

“  Again:
“ On eight occafions, O king! there cannot 

“ be too much liberality:
“ A folemn facrifice, a royal marriage, in pub- 

“ lie diftrefs, for the deflrudtion of enemies. on 
“ a work which will raife reputation, on the fo- 
“ piety of friends, for the comfort of beloved 
“ wives, and for the relief of indigent relations.

‘‘ Yet more :
“ A fool, through fear of bellowing too much, 

‘ afluredfy lofes all : What wife man difpenfes 
“ not his whole fortune through fear of a worle 
“ misfortune ?
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« How, faid the king, can excefiive prodiga- 
“ lity be of ufe on the prefent occafion ?

“ It is written:
“ To efcape danger, let a man preferve his 

« wealth ; to fecure his wealth, let him preferve 
“ his wife ; and by his wife and his wealth, let
“ him even preferve himfelf.

“ How, faid the minifter, can a fortunate man 
« be expofed to danger ? Sometimes, anfwered 
“ the king, Fortune forfakes her favourites. 
“ Even accumulated wealth is loft, replied the 
“ minifter; laying,therefore, afide this avaricious 
“ mood, encourage thy warriors with gifts and
“ honours.

“ As it is written :
“ Soldiers contented with their ftations, de- 

“ termined to perifh or conquer when they are 
“ ennobled, and honoured, infallibly fubdue the 
“ hoftile forces.

“ Again:
“ Heroes, with good morals, pleafed with 

<c their fervice, refolved to atft, although there 
\* be only five hundred of them, flay an army of 
“ foes.

“ Yet more :
A prince who knows not how to make d’f- 

“ tin<ftions, who a£ts with feverity, and fruftrates 
“ good actions, is deferted by all honeft men 5
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* how much more by others ? Even a wife de- 
c‘ ferts a hufband, who only gratifieth his own 
“ hunger.

“ Since it is added :
“• Truth, valour, liberality, thefe are the prin- 

“ cipal virtues of kings; void of thefe, a ruler 
“ of the world is fure to have a blemifhed cha- 
“ rafter.

“ Good counfellors are alfo neceffarily to be 
“ honoured.

“ Therefore it is written:
“ The hero, who, when he is engaged in 

“ any great undertaking, pardons offences, dif- 
“ perfes treafure, encreafes fortunes, he is to be 
“ truftecj, he is to be ferved with our hearts, 
“ and wealth!

“ Farther:
“  When a low man, a wDman, a child, or a 

“ fool, are the advifers of a king; he is toffed by 
“ the winds of vice, and drowned in a fea of 
f* trouble J

Again :
“  The prince who conceals his joy, and his 

“ anger, who fpends his revenue with conti- 
“ nual moderation, is never forfaken by his 
“ fervants, and the earth beftows her wealth on 
“ him !

“ Such minifters as refolve to profper, or
2
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“ perifh, with their fovereign, ought never to be
“ difgraced by him:

“ Since:
« When a king, blind with pride, falls into 

“ an ocean of perils, the wife exertions of an 
“ affectionate minifter take him by the hand,
“ and preferve him from drowning.

« After this converfation Meghavern 'a entered 
«< haftily, and having paid homage, thus ad- 
“ dreifed the king: Grant me, O king! the 
“ honour of. an interview; the enemy, who 
«< wage this violent war, are in motion at the 
“ c'aftle gate ; let me, therefore, by the order of 
«  your majefty, fally forth, and ihew my valour, 
“ that I may return, in fome degree, the obliga-

J  t;

“ tions which you have conferred on me. No, 
“ no, faid the flamingo, if we are to fally forth, 
f‘ it is needlefs to fortify the caftle.

“ Therefore it is written :
“ Though a crocodile be dangerous as poifon, 

“ yet, if he leave the water, he becomes weak : 
« if a lion depart from the foreft, he neceflarily 
“ becomes like a fhakal.

“ O king ! go in perfon, and view the attack: 
“ For;

“ Let a prince lead his army, and engage at 
“ its head; even a dog lions it in fight of hi§ 
v  jnafter,
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{t Neverthelefs, all the troops, by the king’s 
“ command, marched out of the caftle, and a 
“ dreadful conflict enfued.

“ On the next morning Chitraverna faid to 
“ the vulture : Ha, father ! what thou haft pro-

mifed, mull be performed.
“ Hear, O king ! faid the vulture :
“ A general, who a£ts unfeafonably, who is 

“ weak, indifcreet, ignorant of principles, cannot 
“ keep a fecret, or fights without courage, is the 
** ruin of a fortrefs.

“ To conquer by alliance with the enemy’s 
“ officers; to continue a blockade, obftinately; 
“ to attack at night; or to take a caftle, and 
“ plunder it, by ftorm; thefe are the four greateft 
“ aits in war.

“ Then, whifpering in his ear, he added : Let 
“ us engage, therefore, here as valiantly as we 
“ are able.

“ Before the fun was rifen, while a fierce 
“ Battle was fought before each of the four caftle- 
“ gates, Megbaverna, with the crows, his com- 
“ panions, fet fire, in one day, to the whole for- 
“ trefs, and cried ou t: The fort is taken ! it is 
“ taken! When the generals, therefore, of Hi- 
“ r any agarbha, and the other birds of the gar- 
“ rifon, heard the clamour, and faw the caftle 
** in flames, they fpeedily entered the pool:

“ For; ,
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“ A good confultation; a good preparation j 
“ a good engagement; and a good retreat; let 
“ a wife officer do all this when occafion offers, 
“ without hefitation.

“ Thetrander, from his natural form and habit, 
ic moved {lowly, accompanied by the faras ; and 
4< being urrounded by ti e cock, with the troops 
44 of Chitravcrna, thus addrefled his faithful 
“ general : O faras ! thou {halt not deftroy thy- 
4< felf through my fault ; thou may eft now de- 
“ part, enter the lake, and there, with the advice 
u of Servajnya, my minifter, place on the throne 
44 my fon Chudaretna. Give not, O king ! faid 
u the fara9, this improvident order: thou may eft 
a yet be a great monarch, famed as long as 
“ the fun and moon fhall endure. I was com- 
“ mander of the caftle, and the enemy may enter 
46 it when the gates of it are ftained with my

blood :
“ Since it is written :

“ A mafter, patient, generous, abounding 
u with good qualities, is to be ferved for his 
a virtue.

44 True, faid the king; but it is added:
44 A fervant, pure, honeft, and faithful, is I 

u know hard to be found. The faras then faid :
“ Hear, O king ! if, by leaving the field, we lofe 4 
44 all fear of death, we may then profperoufly 
<4 feek another place ; but if death be inevitable,
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« why fhould our name be fullied to no good
u purpofe ?

“ Again :
“ In this world, broken with the motion of 
waves, violently agitated, life fhould be vir- 

* tuoufly facrificed for the benefit of others.
“ Thou, O king ! muft in all events be pre-

u ferved.
**■ Since:

« The king; the minifter; the country ; the 
« fortrefs; the treafure ; the army; and our 
“ friends ; thefe are, by nature, the bodies of a 
“ kingdom, and fhould continue an affemblage 
“ of precious things, long fecured: among thefe, 
« the chief is the king; for nature, though 
4£ abundant, cannot exift when her lord is gone. 
“ Though Dhanwanteri be the phyfician, what 
“ can he do when life is departed ?

“ Befides ;
“  This mortal race of fubjedts are miferable, 

« through the mifery of the prince ; and by 
“ his rife they rife, like the lotus,-vifited by fun-
“  beams.

“ The cock then came, and attacked the gan- 
“ der with his talons and beak ; but the faras, 
“ in hafte, covered his prince with his wings 
“ and body, till, when all the cocks at once af- 
“ failing him, ftill fecuring the king who had
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“ fallen, puihed him into the water, and flew, 
“ with his fharp bill, the general of the cocks; 
K but fell himfelf, overpowered by a multitude 
“  of birds. (Jhitraverna then entered the 
“ caiile, and feizing all the treafures hoarded 
“ in it, was congratulated as victor by the en- 
“ comiafts, and returned to his own camp.”

“ We admire,” faid the young princes, “ the 
“ virtue of the faras who commanded the 
“ gander’s army, in preferving his lord at the 
“  expence of his own life :

“ Since :
“ Co ws bring forth calves, all with bodies 

“ like themfelves ; but few of them are bulls, 
“ with horned foreheads, and leaders of the 
“ herd.”

“  The noble faras,” faid Vijhnufarman, “ by 
abandoning his mortal frame, afcended to the 

“ immortal gods, and was born again the fon of 
“ a goddefs, living happily above, for a time 
“ proportionate to his merit.

“ Thence it is written:
“ They who are valiant in battle, forfaking 

t( even life for the fake of their mailers, and 
“ fervants devoted to their lords, and intel-
“ ligent in bufinefs, afcend indubitably to 

heaven.
“ Again:
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“ When a foldier, who has fhewn no timi- 
“  dity, falls in battle, furrounded by foes, he 
“ reaches the gods, who die no more.

“ May you, when you reign, fight not always 
“ with elephants, with horfemen, and with in- 
“ fantry! but may your enemies, overthrown 
“ by the winds of wife counfels, be driven for 
“ protection to the mountains 1”
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BOOK THE FOURTH.

On Peace.

THE princes then addrefled their inftrudtor 
“  Thou haft given an account of war, now 
“ let us hear fomething of peace.”— “ I will 
“ fpeak,” faid Vijhnufarman, “ of peace; lince
“ it is your pleafure.

rt Attend ; the principal verfe is this :
“ A great war continuing, and the armies of 

“ both kings being exhaufted, peace was quickly 
“ concluded by the vulture and the chacra, who 
“ met for that purpofe.”

4t How,” faid the princes, “ did that hap- 
“ pen ?”

Vijhnufarman proceeded with the fable.
“ The gander, thus preferved, faid to his 

“ council: Who fet fire to my caftle ? Was it 
“ a ftranger, or a fubjedt of mine, inhabiting 
“ the fort, and in leagus with mine enemies ?

“  O king, anfwered the chacra, that Megha- 
“ verna, whom you made your friend without 
“ reafon,i s now with the enemy; at leaft he is



“ not to be found here; whence I conclude, that
“ the bafe work was his.

“ The king, after meditating a while, faid : 
u Even fo : this was my fault, or my bad for- 
“ tune.

“ Whence it is faid :
“ It is even the fault of deftiny, not of his 

« counfellors : and whatever good he has before 
“  done, is on this account deftroyed.

“ This, too, is written, fubjoined the coun-
“ fellor

“  When a man has a bad ftar he accufes def- 
<c tiny; but unwifely perceiveth not his own bad
“ actions.

“ Further:
“ He who follows not the advice of his be- 

te loved friends, falls like the foolifh tortoife from 
“ the pole by which he hangs.

“ How, faid the king, was that ?
“ In MagadhadeJ'a, or South Beliar, anfwered 

“ the chacra, is a pool, named Phullo''tpala, or 
“ lotus-bloffom ; where two geefe dwelled, to- 
« eether with a tortoife, their friend. It hap-O
<f pened once, that fome filhers came thither, and 
« faid: Why do we wait fo long on the bank? In 
“ the morning we will deftroy all the fifh, and 
“ the tortoifes. The tortoife hearing this, faid, 

with great fear, to the two geefe: My friends, 
« I have heard the-dreadful threats of the two
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fifhermen; what, therefore, can be done? Let 
*■ it firft be afcertained, anfwered they, that we 
s‘ are in danger, and then deliberate on the 
“ means of efcaping. No, no, faid the tortoife, 
“ what appears expedient muft be done imme- 
“  diately:

“ As it is written :
<f The two fifh, Anagata-vidhatri and Praty- 

tc utpennamati, both profpered, while Yadbha- 
“  ivijhya perifhed.

How, faid the geefe, did that happen ?
“ Once, anfwered the tortoife, three fifher- 

“ men, who had come to this very pool, were 
• “ feen by the fifh, one of whom, named Anaga- 
“ tavidhatri, thus thought within himfelf: I 
“  muft not ftay here ; but, dilregarding the 
“ maxim, that, what will be, will be, let me link 
“ to the bottom : he funk accordingly. An- 
“ other fifh, whofe name was Pratyutpennamati, 
<£ faid : Whither muft I go, fince I have no cer- 
“ tain knowledge of futurity ? I muft a£t with 
“ refolution:

“ Since it is written :
‘ He who is in danger, and finds away t» 

“ efcape, is truly wife.
That, faid Y’adbhawiJJjya, which is impof* 

“ fible in nature cannot be done; that which 
‘ is natural may naturally be performed ; fince 
"  opinion deftroys the venom of care,
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u why fhould we not take fo falutary a me- 
“ dicine ?

“ When Pratyutpennamati, therefore, was 
“ caught in the net, he fprang with all his 
“ force into the water, and difappeared ; while 
“ Yadbhawijhya was taken and killed. Thence I 
“ repeated the verfe concerning this fifh: Let it, 
“ therefore, be contrived, that I may go to the 
** bottom of fome other lake.

“ How, faid the geefe, canft thou, who creep- 
“ eft on the ground, go fafely ? Let me go, an- 
“ fwered he, with you through the air. But 
“ how, replied the wild geefe, can that be con- 
“ trived ? If you two, faid the tortoife, hold a 
“  ftaffin your beaks, I will grafp the middle of 
“ it with mine ; and thus you will fly with me 
“ through the air. Let this be the contrivance, 
“ faid the geefe : but he who thinks of a mea- 
“ fure, muft alfo think of the evil which may 
“ enfue: fee how the youngeft of the foolifh 
“ baca’s were devoured by weafels.

“ How, faid the tortoife, did that happen ?
** 1° the north, faid one of the wild geefe. near 

“  the mountain, called Gridbracdta, or vulture- 
“ cliff, on the bank of the river called Airdvati., 
“ ftands a vata-tree ; in the hollow of which lived 
“ a black ferpent, who ufed to devour the young 
“ birds, that neftled on the tree. An old baca,' 
¥i hearing the lamentations of the young birds^
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“ thus addrfefled them : Have recourfe to this 
“uexpedient: take fome fifh, and beginning with 
“ the hole of the weafel, or ichneumon, fcatter 
a them one by one in a line, ’till you come to 
“ the black ferpent’s hole ; the ichneumon, eager 
“ for food, will then come, and neceflarily feeing 
u the fnake', to whom they bear a natural en- 
“ mity, will deftroy him. This was done, and 
“ the ichneumons tracing the fifh to the cavity 
“ of the tree in which the ferpent dwelled, de- 
u voured him : foon after, a cry of the young 
“ baca’s was heard, and the ichneumons having 
“ climbed up the tree, deftroyed them all.

u Therefore, I faid : He who thinks of any 
<c meafure, muft alfo think of the evil which 
4< may enfue it.

“ If thou be taken, therefore, by us in the 
“ manner propofed by thee, thou wilt be feen 
6C by fome of the human race, who will exclaim, 
“ how wonderful! and if, on hearing this, thou 
4C attempted: to give an anfwer, thou wilt In- 
“ evitably perifh : by all means, therefore, re- 

main here.
“ Am I, then, faid the tortoife, aperfe£t idiot? 
how fo ! I will fay nothing; have I no regard 

u for myfelf ?
<c The wild geefe finding him obftinate, raifed 

cc him on a pole in the air ; and the herdfmens 
“ boys, perceiving a tortoife in fo ftrange a fitua-

174 ON PEACE.



*■ tion, ran halloing and exclaiming: When he 
“ falls we will drefs him, and feaft on him I 
“ Another faid : We will carry him hence alive! 
“ The tortoife, hearing thefe ill-natured fpeeches, 
“ was fo provoked, that he forgot his former 
“ refolution, and faid, in a paffion: Eat allies, 
“ you young cow-keepers! No fooner had he 
“ opened his beak, than he fell, and was killed 
“ by them. Therefore, I faid: He who follows 
<c not the advice of his faithful friends, falls like 
“ the foolifh torto fe.

1; Soon after a baca, who had been fent as a 
“ fcout, came and faid : O king ! I had before 
“ given my advice, that the caftle fhould be eva- 
** cuated ; this is the fruit of negledfino- i t :— 
tf the fortrefs was burnt by that villain Megha- 
tc verna, who was employed for that purpofe, 

by the enemy’s prime minifter the vulture.
“ Oh ! interrupted the king, with a deep 

“ he who confides in a foe, who honours or 
u benefits him, refembles a man who fleeps on 

the top of a tree, and when he falls, is re- 
“ proved by all.

The baca continued : When Meghaverna, 
O king ! had burnt the fortrefs, he went to 
the camp of Chitraverna5 who was extremely 

( gracious to him, and faid : Meghaverna fliall 
be appointed raja of Carpuradwipa :

“ Since it is written;
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‘f When a fervant has a&ed well, his good 
« Work ought not to perifh; but he fhould be 
“ made happy by rewards, by affedion, by kind
ic words, and by kind looks.

« Your majefty hears, faid the chacra, what 
« the fpy fays. What followed ? faid the king. 
« Sir, anfwered the baca, the vulture then faid : 
“ O king! that would, on every account, be 

improper; how can he, on whom dominion 
<c is conferred, be reduced if he fhould be un_ 

grateful ? exceflive favours, to low perfons, 
“ are like water on fand :—an ignoble perfon, 
44 O k i ng ou g h t  never to be placed in the 
44 ftation of the great.

“ Since it is written:
« A mean perfon, raifed to a high degree, 

44 feeks the ruin of his lord : as the moufe, hav- 
t4 ing attained the form and force of a tiger, 
44 went to kill the faint.

“ How, faid Chitraverna, did that happen?
« There is, anfwered Duraderjin, in the fa- 

4e cred grove of the divine philofopher Gautama, 
“ a faint, named Mahatapas, eminently pious ; 
4< who feeing a young moufe fall near his dwell- 
44 ing, from the bill of a crow, benevolently took 
“ him up, and fed him with grains of rice. 
“  One day, when the moufe was preparing to 
“ eat, a cat appeared, and the kind faint, by the 
u power of his devotion, changed the moufe
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** into a cat. This new animal was, foon after- 
“ wards, terrified by a dog, and was made one of 
“ the fame fpecies. At length, being in dread of a 
<c tiger, he became a tiger, through the prayers of 
“ the faint; who then perceived the difference be- 
“ tween a tiger and a rat. All the people faid : 
“ See how the piety of the faint has changed yon 
“ rat into a tiger ! Then the ungrateful beaft 
“ thought within himfelf: Aslongasthefaintlives, 
“ this defamatory difcourfe will be held concern- 
“ ing my form: with this thought, he ran to- 
“ wards his benefa&or and attempted to kill him, 
“ but was changed, by a fhort prayer of the 
“ heaven-eyed fage, into his natural fhape. 
“ Thence, I faid: A mean perfon, raifed to a 
“  high degree, feeks the ruin of his lord !

“ Yet more :
“ This promotion, O king! fhould not eafily 

“ be made : immoderate ambition is ever pre- 
“ judicial.

“ Hear the poet:
“ A baca, who was eagerly devouring fifh, 

“ the largeft, and the leaft, and thofe of a mid- 
“ dling fize, was herfelf caught and killed by 
“ a crab.

“ How, faid Chitraverna, happened that ?
“ The vulture anfwered : In the country of 

<c Malavi, is a pool called Pedmagarbha, or 
44 Lotus-bearing; where an old baca flood la-
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“ meriting his want of ftrength ; and was feen,
“ from a diftance, by a crab, who faid : Why 
tC doft thou ftand forrowing in the pool without 
“ food ? Fi£h, anfwered he, is my fuftenance ;
« the pool is now almoft dry, and the fifh will 
“ be killed by the fifhermen;—this refolution I 

heard from all the fifhers on one fide of the 
“ town : fo that it is decreed, that for want of 
“ food I mull inevitably perilh ;—this thought, 
“ even now, takes away my appetite. When 
“ the crab heard this, all the filh thus thought: 
“  Is the baca become our benefadtor on this oc- 
“ cafion ? he then muft be confulted how we 
“ are to adt.

“ Since it is written :
“ Let an union be formed with the foe, who 

“ benefits, not with a friend who injures thee: 
“ a view muft be duly made of benefits and 
“ injuries.

u They then faid: O baca! what means are 
“ there of fafety ? None more certain, anfwered 
“ he, than finking to the bottom of another 
“ ftream, whither I will carry you. They faid: 
“ Be it fo. Now the cruel bird, taking 
“ them up, devoured them one by one. The 
“ crab feeing the pool without fifh, faid to the 
“ baca: Take me.too. And the bird, eager to 
“ tafte the delicate flefh of the crab, took him 
“ up, with • great marks of refpedt, but flew
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“ down with him to the ground, in order to 
“ feaft on him. The crab, feeing the ground 
“ covered with the bones of the fifh, thus 
“ thought:

“ This bafe baca, no doubt, has devoured them 
“ all. Alas ! I am killed ! O me, unfortunate ! 
“ Be it fo : then let me a£t according to cir- 
“ cumftances :

“ Since :
“ We fhould only fear, when danger is dif- 

“ tant: when it is prefent, we fhould fight like 
“ heroes !

“ Again:
“ When a hero, fortunate in combat, fees no- 

“ thing left that is dear to him ; then, if he be 
“ wife, he perifhes together with his foe.

“ Yet more :
“ When, without fighting, death is inevi- 

“ table ; and with fighting, life is doubtful; that, 
“ fay the wife, is the only moment for battle.

With this refolution, the crab, as foon as 
“ the greedy bird extended his beak, for the 
“ purpofe of deftroying him, turned round, and, 
“ with his ftrong claws, tore the baca s throat 
“  fo, that he was killed. Thence, I laid : The 
« baca was' deftroyed by feafting on fifh too 
“ greedily.

“ Chitraverna replied : Now hear ! my coun
s e llo r , liften! This is my object: When

N  2
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“ Meghaverna fhall be viceroy of Carpurddwipct,
“ whatever precious things the country pro- 
“  duces, thofe he will fend to us; and we, in 
“ eager expe&ation of them, will remain in 
“ the Vindhya mountain. Duradurjin rejoined,
“ with a fmile : O king ! he who delights him- 
“ felf with the thought of what he does not 
« poffefs, will be like the brahmen who broke 
“ his pot.

“  How did that happen ? faid the king.
“ On the bank of the river Apunarbhava (or 

“ giving exemption from any future birth) to 
“ the north of the city D^vacotara, lived a 
** Brahmen, whofe name is Devafartnan. He, at 
“ the beginning of the month, when the fun 
“ enters the ram, received from a pious man, a 
“ little pot full of wheat bread, which he took 
“ with him to a potter’s houfe, in part of which 
“ he refided. Before he went to reft, he thus 
“  faid within himfelf: If I fell this pot, I fhall 
u receive ten cowries, with which I fhall buy 
“ larger pots, and then larger, till my wealth 
“ will increafe, and I become a feller of areca- 
“ nut and cloth : when I am worth a lac of 
“ rupees, I will marry four wives ; to the young- 
“  eft and handfomeft of whom I fhall attach 
“ my felf, in preference to the reft. This will 
“  excite the jealoufy ofher companions, who will 
“ begin to quarrel with her; but I, inflamed with
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“ wrath, flhall ftrike them with a ftick, thus: fo 
“  faying, he threw his ftick, and broke his pot, 
“ together with other veffels : the noife of which 
“ alarmed the potter; who, entering the room, 
“ and feeing the mifchief done, turned the dif- 
“ appointed Brahmen out of his houfe. Thence, 
“  I faid : He who delights, &c. &c.

“ The king then fpoke thus to the vulture, in 
“ private : O my father ! advife what is now to 
“ be done. The vulture faid : The minifters of 
“ a king are blamed, when he goes aftray, like 
t( the drivers of a mad elephant!

“ Hear, O king !
“ Was the enemies caftle deftroyed by my 

u  contrivance, or by thy ftrength ? By thy ftra- 
“  tagem, anfwered the king. My order, faid the 
“  vulture, was executed.

Let us now, therefore, return to our own 
u country ; left when the rainy feafon ftiall be- 
tl gin, lie fhould attack us again with equal 
** force ; at a time when our retreat will be diffi- 
a cult. Now, therefore, for the fake of our 
u happinefs and eafe, let us make peace and re- 
(i tire. That the caftle is deftroyed, and fame

acquired, is an advantage procured by me.
“ Since :

“ He who offers his virtuous fervices, and 
** without regarding what is pleafing or unpleaf- 
“ ing to his lord, fpeaks difagreeable truths, is a 
** benefaftor to his prince.

ON PEACE. 181



“ Befides :
“ Let a king feek peace for the love of reli- 
gion; in war, fuccefs is doubtful 5 but in 

“ making peace, let no man doubt. So faid
w Vrihafpatu 

“ Again:
“ What wife man, if he hand agitated by 

“ doubt in uncertain war, can preferve his friend, 
“ his forces, his kingdom, his own life, or his 
“ fame ?

“ Why, faid the king, was not this advice given 
f( before ? In what refpedt, faid the minifter, was 
“  not my opinion completely known to thee ? 
w This war was not begun by my advice. For 
“ the king Hiranyagarbha is of a peaceful, not 
W a warlike difpofition.

“ Thus the poet fays :
“ A true-fpeaking man, a virtuous man, 
a juft man, a vicious man, he who has 

“ many brothers, and he who has obtained vic- 
tory in many wars ; with thefe feven, peace 

“ fhould be made.
“ 1, He who keeps truth inviolate, will not 

“ alter his nature after a peace, even if he lofe 
‘‘ his life.

“ 2. A good man moft afluredly will not 
become bad.
• ‘ 3. For a juft man all the world fight. A 

<c juft prince prevents calamity by love of hi$ 
“ fubje&s, and of virtue.
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“ 4. Peace fhould be made even with a bad 
“ man, when ruin is impending; not for the 
u fake of his protection, but from confideration 
“ of the time.

u 5. As duft, when intermixed with thorns, 
“ cannot be trampled on, fo a king, who has 
“ many brethren, cannot be fubdued.

“ 6. It is not advifeable to fight with a hero : 
“ even a cloud cannot go in oppofition to the 
“ wind.

“ 7- Neither the enmity nor the friendlhip 
“ of thofe two princes, whofe wealth, and 
u whofe forces are equal, can be very great, or 
44 very little.

u 8. Like the fon of Jamadagnz, every king, 
“ who in all places, and at all times, obtains 
44 victory in battle, enjoys glory.

“ 9. He who makes peace with a prince who 
44 has been victorious in many wars, afiiiredly 
44 overcomes his own enemies. This king, there- 
44 fore, who has been often a conqueror, is he, 
44 with whom peace ought to be made.

44 When the Chacra had heard this converfa- 
44 tion repeated by the fpy, he faid : Now we 
44 know the whole, go a fecond time, and return 
44 when you have learnt all that has been done. 
44 I go, Sir, faid the baca, and when I have in- 
44 formed myfelf, will fpeedily return. Hiranya- 
44 garbha then faid to his minifter: I am de- 
u firous of knowing from thee, with what forts
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it of princes peace ought to be concluded. The 
“ Chacra fpoke thus: O king! I will enu-
** merate them;

“ Hear the poet:
“ A boy, an old man, one long fick, an out- 

f‘ caft, a coward, a caufe of terror, a covetous 
“  man, and one not covetous, an ill-natured 
<* man, and one who abounds in fenfual gratifica- 
“ tions, he who has many fchemes and different 
“ counfels, a contemner of the gods and of 
« priefts, one who denies providence (or fate), 

and one who relies wholly on it, one who 
gains a little by beggars, and one who has a mi- 

“ ferable army, one who is in a foreign country, 
“ one who has many foes, and he who takes not 

the right time for adion, and he who is void of 
“ truth and juftice :

“ With thefe twenty perfons, let not a pru- 
“ dent king make peace, or only with a view 
“ to their deftrudion; for thefe, in a fhort time, 
“  are fure to fall under the power of their 
“ enemy:

“ Since :
t( Men feek not to war with a boy, on ac- 
count of his weaknefs ; nor with an old man, 

“ or invalid, through want of power in them to 
“ tranfad bufinefs.

V An outcaft is deprived of happinefs ; even 
“ they of his own family feek to deftroy him 
“ for their own credit. A coward, through
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“  averfion from war, naturally flees away; and 
“ in battle, even a hero is mixed in flight with 
“ cowards. The fubjedts of a mifer will not 
“ fight, becaufe they {hare not his riches ; and 
“ thofe of him who is not covetous, fight only 
“ through gifts. An ill-natured man is deferted 
“  in battle by better natures; and the fenfualiil 
“ who abounds in pleafure is overcome by it. 
u He who has many projects of his own, is a 
“ foe to good counfellors. A contemner of the 
“ gods, and priefts, as well as the oppofer of pro- 
“ vidence, is conftantly tormented with grief by 
“  the force of his own impiety. Providence is 
“ certainly the giver of wealth, and of poverty; 
“ let a man, therefore, meditate firfl: of all on 

providence ; but not fo as to prevent his own 
“ exertions.

“ A miferable beggar is felf-tormented; and he 
“ who has a bad army, has nô  power to fight. 
“ A foreign invader is foon overpowered, even 

by a weak foe.
“ As the fhark, monfter of the lake, though 

“  fmall, feizes the king of elephants, he who 
“ trembles among a multitude of foes (like a 
“ pigeon among eagles), in whatfoever path he 

treads, i£ afluredly deftroyed, even by him 
“ with whom he travels in the road.

‘‘ He who engages unfeafonably is overcome 
"  by him who fights at a proper time; as the
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« crow was reduced to weaknefs by the owl,
“ who attacked him by night: never  ̂ make 
“ peace with a man void of truth and juftice, 
u who, let his treaty be ever fo facred, will foon 
«> be led by his improbity to a violation of it.

“ T will repeat yet more :
« There are fix qualities; peace, war, halt- 

“ ing, moving, afking quarter, and duplicity.
“ five bodies of counfel; on the promotion of 
“ a work adually begun,, on the diftindion of 
“ men, things, riches, place, and time: four 

remedies \ equanimity, pumfhment, alliance,
“ gifts : three powers, the power of the council, 
“ the power of the army, and the power of the 
“ fovereign : by confidering all which, they who 
«* defire conqueft become great.

“ Since
“ That fortune which cannot be purchafed, 

« even at the price of life, voluntarily feeks 
“ (though changeable by nature) the palace of 

kings, who underftand good morals.
“ It is therefore faid :,

“ He who always enjoys his wealth equally, 
« who has, in parts, concealed fpies, and coun- 
“ fels perfedly fecret, who fays nothing unkind 
“ to any living creature, rules the earth for an 
*l infinity of ages.

“ But, O king! if peace fhould be propofed 
“ by the great counfellor, the vulture; yet,
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<c fince it will proceed from the arrogance of 
“ conqueft lately obtained, it is not to be ac- 

cepted.
“ This muft be done: The faras, named Ma- 

€C hah ala, who reigns in Sinhaladvcipa, is our 
a friend ;• let his refentment henceforth be raifed 
<c agamft Jambudwipa.

<c Since the poet fays:
u Preferving his fecret unrevealed, and his 

“ forces well united, let a hero march and an- 
noy his enemy ; for hot iron may form an 

“ union with hot iron ; fo he, by equal fierce- 
*c nefs, at a time when his foe is fierce, may 
“ conclude a firm peace.

u The king, having faid, Be it fo, fent abaca, 
“ named Vichetti, to Sinhaladwipa with a letter, 
“ well conceited. At this time returned the fpy, 
“ who had before been fent, and faid to Hiranya- 
u garbha : Hear, O king ! what was the dif- 
“ courfe in the counfel of thy foes:—The vui- 

ture faid: Meghaverna, who remained there 
4C fo long, well knows whether king Hiranya- 
a garbha have a pacifick difpofition, or not. 
u The crow, being then afked by king Chitra- 
a verna, what fort of a prince Hiranyagarbha 
“ was, and what was the character of his mi- 
u nifter the Chacra, thus anfwered : O king ! 

Hiranyagarbha fpeaks the truth as faithfully
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« as Yuddijhtira; and a minifter equal to the 
« Chacra is no where to be feen. If it be fo, 
“ faid the king, how could fuch a phoenix be 

deceived by thee ? Sir, faid JSfl€ghatV6ir‘na, 
“  what fkill is required to beguile thofe infpired 
“ with confidence ? What manhood is there in 
“ killing a child, who climbs into the lap, and 

fleeps there ?
“ Hear, O king \ at firft fight I was dete&ed 

« by the minifter; but the king, who has great 
** benignity, and confident hopes, was deceived 
tt by me.

“ Thence it is faid :
« He who thinks a knave as honeft as him- 

“ felf, is deceived by him, like the Brahmen who 
“  was ruined,

“ How, faid the king, did that happen ?
“ In the grove of Gautama, anfwered Megha- 

“ verna, lived a Brahmen, named Prajiutaya- 
“ jajnya, or going-to-facrifice ; who, having 
«* bought a goat in another village, and carry- 
“ ing it home on his {houlder, was feen by three 

rogues, who faid to one another: If, by fome 
“ contrivance, that goat can be taken from him, 

it will be great pleafure to u s; with this view 
“ they feverally fat down in the road under 
“ three trees, at fome diftance from each other, 

by which the Brahmen was to pafs. One of
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** the fcoundrels called out, as he was going by : 
“ O Brahmen! why doll; thou carry that dog on 
“ thy fhoulder ?

“  It is not a dog, anfwered the Brahmen; it 
“ is a goat for a facrifice. Then, at the diftance 
“ of a crofa, the fecond knave put the fame 
“ queftion to him ; which, when the Brahmen 
“  heard, he threw the goat down on the ground, 
“ and looking at it again and again, placed it a 
“ fecond time on his fhoulder, and walking on 
“ with a mind waving like a fwing:

“ For it is faid :
“  The minds, even of the virtuous, are agi- 

“ tated by the words-of the bafe; as Chitracarna, 
“ confiding in the three villains, miferably pe- 
“ rifhed.

fi How was that ? faid the king.
“ A lion, called Madotcata, anfwered Megha- 

“ verna, reigned in part of a certain foreft, hav- 
“ ing three minifters, a crow, a tiger, and a fha- 
“ kal ; thefe three going together through the 
“ wood, faw a camel, to whom they faid : Who 
“ art thou ? whence doft thou come ? He gave 
“ them a full account of his condition, and was 
<c conducted by them to the lion ; who bad him 
“ fear nothing, and gave him the title of Chi- 
“ tracarna, or wonderful-ears, and kept him in 
<$ his fervice. One day the lion being fick, by 
“ reaion of the late rains, the fhakal, and the
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« reft, had procured no food, and they faid to 
“  one another: It is refolved, that our mafter 
<c muft kill the camel, what have we to do with 
«{ that thorn-eater? How, faid the tiger, can 
i* this be, fince our lord has given him his word, 
‘c that he fhall be protected ? When our prince 
tc is hungry, faid the crow, he will not fcruple 
u to commit a crime :

“  For:
“ A woman, tormented with hunger, forfakes 

“ her own fon ; and a ferpent, through the 
«c fame torment, devours her own eggs : what 
« crime will not an hungry animal commit ? 
« Even men, through hunger, become inhuman !

“ With thefe ideas they all approached the 
“ Hon, who afked if they had provided his 
“ food. We have ufed extreme diligence, fir, 
“ faid the crow, but have found no prey. How 
“ then, faid the lion, fhall my life be fupported ? 
“ Without food, faid the crow, all of us muft 
“ perifh ! Is any, then, to be had? faid the lion. 
“ The crow whifpered in his ear, Chitracarna. 
“ On hearing which, the lion ftroked his ears, 
« and then ftruck the ground, faying: How is 
“ that practicable, when I have given my word 
“  to protect him ?

“ It is written :
“ No fuch fruit is gathered, fay the wife, from 

“ giving cattle, land, or food j no, not even from
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“  giving our own lives, as from giving protec- 
“ tion to the helplefs.

*c Befides:
“ The facrifice of a horfe, with all the mag- 

<e nificence that could be wifhed, enfures not fo 
“ great reward as the prefervation of a fuppliant 
“ who feeks protedtion.

“ He is not, faid the crow, to be flain by our 
“ fovereign ; but we will contrive, that he fhall 
“ give up his own body to be eat by thee. When 
“ the lion heard this, he remained filent. Then 
“ the crow, at a proper time, affembled all the 
u  courtiers, and went with them to the lion, fay- 
“ ing to him : O king! no food is provided, our 
“ fovereign is dying with hunger; let him eat 
“  my flefh.

“ Since:
“ A minifter, however opulent, cannot live if 

“  he be deferted by his lord. When life is de- 
“  parting, what can a phyfician do, even if he 
“  be Dhanwantari himfelf? All minifters have 
“ their lord for their root; and while trees have 
“ roots, men gather fruits, by taking care of 
“ them.

“ ^ 7  g°°d friend, faid the lion, it were better 
“ for me to refignmy life, than to do fuch an a£L

“ The fhakal made the fame offer, and the 
“ lion faid : By no means. Then the tiger faid : 
“ Let my lord feed on my body. That, faid 
“ the lion, can never be done. The camel then,
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(C having gained confidence, offered in like man- 
4€ ner to make a prefent of his life ; and he had 
cc no fooner uttered the words, than the tiger 
<c tore open his belly, and the reft devoured 
iC him.

<c Thence, I fay: The mind even of the 
iC virtuous is fhaken, &c.

But to proceed. The Brahmen hearing 
<c the fame queftion from the third villain, was 
<c perfuaded that the goat was really a dog, and 
ct taking it from his back, threw it down, and 
u having wafhed himfelf, returned to his home ; 
4C while the three fcoundrels took the goat to 
ct their own houfe, and feafted on it. Therefore, 
“ I faid : He who thinks a knave as honeft as 
a himfelf, and fo forth.

u O Meghaverna ! faid the king, how couldft: 
ci thou remain fo long in the midft of ene- 
lc mies ? And how didft thou recommend thy- 
Ct felf ? Sir, anfwered the crow, what cannot 
iC he perform, who defires eagerly to accom- 
cc plifh his mafter's bufinefs, or his own neceffary 
“ affairs ?

<c Since it is written :
What burned wood, O king ! doth not the 

u people bear on their heads ? As the current 
“ of the river, by gradual walhing, cuts away 
“ the roots of trees.

“ It is therefore faid:
“ Let a wife man, who has engaged in an en-
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** terprize, carry even his enemy on his flaoul- 
der; like the fnake who devoured the frog,
“ The king afked, how that happened; and 

“  Meghaverna thusanfwered:
“  In the territory of Magadha, in an unculti-^ 

“ vated garden, lived a fnake called Mandavi- 
“ ferpa, who, through extreme old age, could 
“ not, even with great labour, gain his food, 
“ and fell down on the border of a pond; where 
“ a frog faw him from a diftance, and faid: 
“ Why doll; thou lament thus for want of food ? 
“ The ferpent, in a defponding mood, faid: My 
“ good friend, why doft thou enquire into the 
“ condition of a malignant animal like me ? 
“ Upon this, the frog, highly pleafed, faid : At 
“  leaft, anfwer me.

“ There was, anfwered he, in Brahmapur, a 
“  youth, named SuJUa, twenty years old, the 
“ fon of a Brahmen, named Caundilya: this 
“ young man was accomplilhed with every vir- 
“ tue, but through his evil deftiny was bitten 
“ by my venemous tooth. When Caundilya 
“ faw his fon dead, he fainted through grief, 
“ and falling on the ground, lay greatly agi- 
“ tated : foon after his kinfmen, inhabitants of 
u Brahmapur, alfembled, and fat down by him. 

“ As it is written :
“ He who adheres in pleafure, and in 
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“ mifery; in misfortune, and in the conflict 
“ of enemies, in the king’s gate, and in the ce-
“ metery, is truly a kinfman.

“ Then a holy man, named Capita, faid: 
“ Thou art a fool, Caundilya: doft thou lament
“ for this?

“ Hear :
“ Firft, the nurfe lays the new born child in 

“ her lap (there is no liability) : and then the 
“ mother. What ufe is there in forrow ?

“ 2. Whither are the lords of the world gone, 
with their armies, their valour, and their 

rt equipage ? The earth itfelf remains to this 
‘‘ day a witnefs of their feparation from it.

“ n. The body receives with it the principles 
“ of deftrudtion ; wealth is the caufe of dangers; 
“ they who arrive, muft certainly return ; every 
“ thing is by nature unftable.

“ 4. This body lafts but a moment; it pe- 
“ rilhes; it is feen no more ; as a pot of unbaked 
“ clay is broken Handing in water.

“ 5. Youth, beauty, life, collected wealth, 
“ dominion, the fociety of friends, are all un- 
“ certain; in this the wife are not deceived.

“ 6. As wood meets wood in the great ocean, 
“ and after the meeting is feparated, fuch is the 
“ meeting of animated beings.

“ 7. The body is compofed of five things,

j 94 ON PEACE.



“  and haftens to death, the diffolution of five 
“ things ; fo it obtains (what wonder) its proper
“ receptacle.

** 9. All beings, O fon of Bharet, were in- 
u vifible in their primary ftate ; becanle in their 
“ middle ftate, vifible ; and by death are made
“ invifible again; what wonder!

“ 9. As long as a living creature holds his 
“ kinfmen dear to his foul, fo long the iron 
“ dibbles of affliction are ftricken on his bofom.

“ 10. The company of any being with an- 
“ other is not permanent; fince his own body 
“ lafts not, what has he to do with other beings 
“ all different in quality ?

“ 11. Society itfelf implies, no doubt, the 
“ existence of feparation ; like the fucceflion ot 
“ birth, and death, which cannot be doubted.

“ 12. In the very inftant of enjoying the fo- 
“ ciety of friends, it is improper to drefs food, 
“ which cannot be adminiftered, with fafety, in 
“ fuch a diftemper.

“ 12. Night and day, feizing the lives of mor- 
“ tals, pafs on continually, like the current of 
“ a ftrcam, and return no more.

“ 14. The fociety of the good in this world 
<c is like the pleafure of eating delicate food ; it 
« is clofely conneded with the pain of fepa- 
“ ration.

“ 15. Thence it is, that the virtuous never feek
o 2
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u aclofe connection with the virtuous ; becaufe, 
a when the root of the mind, is torn afunder, 
“ there is no remedy.

“ 16. Good actions have been performed by 
“ Sugar, and other kings ; but good as the ac- 
t€ tions were, they have been deftroyed.

66 17. By meditating and meditating on the 
“ fevere death of an excellent man, like a 
u leathern bandage, moiftened by the rains, we 
u fee that all our cares are of no avail.

“ 18. From the firft night, in which men of 
u valour and virtue take their ftation in the 
xC womb, from that very inftant in a continued 
44 feries, from day to day, they approach the 
u manfion of death.

4< In the opinion, therefore, of thofe who un-
derftand this world, excefs of grief proceeds 

“ from excefs of ignorance. 
a Obferve:

a If ignorance be not the caufe, but bare fepa- 
u ration, in what refpeCt can it ceafe.

tC RefleCt, therefore, here below, on the firft 
sc principle ; and difmifs all forrow for worldly 
€C affairs :

(i Since:
“ When fons ufelefsly born, and ufelefsly fall- 

u ing, rend our bofoms, and caufe excefs in af- 
<c fliCtion, the fovereign remedy is not to think 
44 of them.
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€c Caundilya received a ray of divine know- 
“ ledge from the fpeech of Capita, whom hq 
ic thus addreffed :

“ Holy man, by thy favour my forrow is di- 
4C minifhed; but my impure bread, being wafhed 
u in the neftareous dreams of thy pure counfel* 
“ from the bright beams of the lunar circle of 
€C thy mouth, is dill a little toffed by the waves 
a of forrow : impart, therefore, a remedy for its 
u internal wound.

Capita faid :
“ When a father, a fon, or a friend, is over- 

“ come by death, they who know how to affuage 
“ the pain of their bowels by abdinence, are, 
a neverthelefs, tormented with grief: but the 
“ removal of the wife from this bafe world, 
u which never ultimately affords pleafure, fhould 
<c drengthen devotion, and multiply the delights 
“ of holinefs.

“ Caundityar hearing this, rofe up, and faid:
(i What, then, have I to do with the infernal 

iC habitation of my vain houfe ? I go indantly to 
u the defert.

u Capita rejoined:
lC i . He, whofe hands, feet, and mind, are 

“ completely fubdued; who has knowledge, 
piety, and reputation, gathers the fruit of a 
pilgrimage:
“ Even in a fored, where men are inflamed
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“ with paffion, crimes prevail; and in a private 
“ manfion, where the five members are fub- 
« dued, piety dwells: the houfe of a man em- 
“ ployed in virtuous actions, and free from paf-

fions, is a defert of devotion.
«« o Let even a wretched man pra&ife virtue, 
wherever he enjoys one of the three or four 

“ religious degrees; let him be even-minded 
“ with all created beings, and that difpofition 
“ will he the fource of virtue.

“ Thus, too, it is faid :
“ i. They, whofe food is only to fuftain life, 

“ whofe voice is only to fpeak truth, pafs with 
“ eafe through great difficulties.

“ 2. Thyfelf art a river; the quay of which 
“ is the virtue of fubduing thy appetites ; the 
“ waters, truth ; the bank, good morals ; the 
“ waves, general benevolence. Here wafh thy 
« lips, O fon of Pandu! for the interior foul is
“ not purified by water !

‘c Hear, alfo, what is added :
“ Great is the joy of him who leaves this 

“ bafe world; abounding in the pains of birth, 
“ death, old age, and difeafe ! Grief exifts ; not 
“  true joy : let this be confidered. The cure 
“ of an afflidted mind, is truly named joy.

“ It is fo, faid Caundilya, it is fo.
« Then, continued the ferpent, I was curfed 

« by that forrowTul Brahmen, in thefe words;
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u From this day thou fhalt be the bearer of 
44 frogs !

6‘ After which, Captla faid again: Hear:
€t Connection with the world fhould be 

“ avoided by every foul : but if it cannot be 
“ avoided, let it be formed with the virtuous ; 
LC for fiich a connection will remedy the evil.

44 Again :
44 When divine knowledge, unattended with 

66 the qualities of aCtion, dwells in the mind ; 
“ then is the Great One attained, and the foul 
“ is abforbed in him.

44 Again :
44 Remembering continually, that God, who 

44 wears a diadem, ear-rings, bracelets, and a gar- 
44 land of blue lotus flowers, and affuaging thy 
44 pain, as with cool water from the river’s bed, 
4* in the heats of fummer ; approach the Great 
44 One, and enjoy the delight of thy foul.

44 Piety, devotion, content, and the other vir- 
44 tues, muft be nouriflied like children.

4‘ On hearing this, Caundilya was relieved 
44 from the fire of grief, by the neCtar of fage 
44 counfel; and, as the holy ordinance direCls, 
44 took up the ftaff of a Vairagia: whilfl: I, 
44 through a Brahmen’s execration, remain here 
44 as the bearer of frogs.

44 The frog, who heard this narration, went 
44 and repeated the whole to the prince of his
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• ‘ diminutive race; who went and mounted the 
“ ferpent’s back ;.and he, having received, won- 
“ derfqlly moved his concealed feet. Another 
f« day, when the prinpe of frogs perceived that 
“ his bearer could hardly move, he faid : Why 
“ doft thou run fo ill to-day ? O king ! faid the 
“ fnake, I am weak through want of food. By 
“ my order, faid the monarch, go and feed on 
« my fubjeds. After this, the ferpent feafted 
“  every day, without fear, on delicate frogs , 
“ and at length, feeing none of the race remain- 

ing in the pool, devoured the king himfelf. 
“ Thence, I fay: Let a wife man carry even a 
“ frog on his fhoulder, &c. &c.

“  Apply now, faid Meghaverna, the moral of
“ this ancient ftory.

“ King Hiranyagarbha mull be appeafed; let 
“ peace be concluded : this is my opinion. What 
“ a judgment is yours, faid the king ; is not that 
“ gander conquered by us ? If then he live un- 
“ der my command, let him live; if not, war 
“ mull reduce him.

“ After this confultation, a parrot arrived frofn 
“ Jambudwipa, with intelligence, that the faras, 
“ who reigned over Senhaladwipa, was advancing 
“ to the ifle of Iambu, and claiming the fo- 
tl vereignty of it. Chitraverna exclaimed, with 
f‘ agitation : What! W hat! The parrot repeated 

the news juft before mentioned ; and the vul-
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4< ture faid, within himfelf: O excellent minifter!
excellent ! Let him march, faid the king, in 

“ a rage, I will march too, and pluck him up by 
the roots !
“ Oh ! faid the minifter, fmiling, let not an 

“ idle noife be made, like that of a wintry 
“ cloud: a great prince takes care not to make 
“ known the force or weaknefs of a ftranger.

“  Befides :
u Let not a prince aflemble together a num- 

ber of deftroyers: even a proud ferpent has 
“ been deftroyed by a multitude of little infe£ts. 
“ O king ! why fhould thou go without having 
“ concluded a peace ? I f  I march, the Chacra 
Ci will aflail my rear.

“ Yet farther:
“ He who knows not the firft principle, and 

** firft caufe; who is, befides, in fubjedtion to 
“ wrath ; is tormented like a fool: as the Brah- 
“ men was who killed the ichneumon.

“ How, faid the peacock, happened that ?
“ There is, anfwered Duradurjin, in the city 

‘‘ of Ujjayani, a Brahmen named Madava, who 
“  had a wife, who having ftationed him to 
“ watch their only daughter, an infant, went to 
“ bathe herfelf, in adoration of Shajhti ( Lucina )■ 
“ foon after the raja fent for the Brahmen, to 
“ perform the ceremonies of the Parvana 
T Shraddha (or rites) to all his anceftors ; and
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*c he, fpying another Brahmen, thus thought.
on account of his poverty, within his mil :

<c If I go not fpcedily, fome other, having heal ;i 
ii4of this, will procure the Sbraddha.

Ci As it is faid :
a If we take not foon, give not foon, perform 

u not foon, time gives the benefit of it to another.
“ What mud be done ? Yet there is no other 

“ perfon at home to take care of the child.
“ What then can I do ? Why fhould I not de- 
a part, having committed the care of my child 
u to the ichneumon, whom I have fo long che- 
“ rifhed, and who is not diftinguiflied from my 1 
“ own offspring ? Having done fo, he departed.
“ Soon after which, the ichneumon feeine a black 
“ ferpent near the child, killed him, and cut him 
“ in pieces ; and then feeing the Brahmen re- 
“ turning, went haftily, his mout-h and paws 
“ being fmeared with blood, and fell at the feet 
“ of his mafter ; who, feeing him in that condi- 
“ tion, and faying to himfelf: He has devoured 
“ my child ! ftamped on him, and killed him.
“ Afterwards, going into his houfe, he faw his 
“ child afleep, and the dead fnake lying by him;
“ at looking, therefore, at the ichneumon, his 
“  benefactor, he was exceedingly afflifted.
Ck Thence, I fay: He who knows not the caufe 
“ and principle of actions, &c.

“  Again :
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lt Luft, wrath, covetoufnefs, extreme joy, 
“ extreme grief, and ebriety: he who forfakes 
“ thefe fix, becomes happy by that defertion.

“ The king faid : This, O my minifter! is 
•“ indubitable. Yes, yes, faid he.

(4 17.-,- .r o r ;
“ RecoHeftion of the ufes of others, judgment, 

44 certain knowledge, firmnefs, fecrecy, are the 
(6 principal qualities of a counfellor.

4 4 Y et more :
44 Let not a man perform an aft haftily; 

44 want of circumfpeftion is a great canfe of 
44 danger : wealth pays homage, even volunta- 
44 rily, to a man who afts with caution.

“ Therefore, if my advice be now followed, 
“ peace muft be concluded.

66 Since:
“ If there be even four remedies for an evil, 

“ mentioned by the wife, in concluding peace ; 
41 the only fruit of them all, that deferves to 
44 be reckoned, is : Peace through profperity^ 
44 grounded on cordial affeftion.o

44 How, faid the king, can this be fpeedily 
44 attained ?

44 Sir, anfwered he, it will be foon completed.
“ For :

44 Like an earthen pot, a bad man is eafily 
44 broken, and cannot eafily be refiored to his 
44 former fituation : but a virtuous man, like
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“ a vafe of gold, is broken with difficulty, and 
t£ eafily repaired.

“ Yet more :
“ A fool enjoys pleafure ; but he who diftin- 

**• guifhes, with judgment, enjoys more delight. 
“ Even Brahma cannot control a man who has 
u not even a particle of divine knowledge.

“ Now, that Servajnya, the king’s minifter, 
“ is fo called by excellence ; as I knew before 
“ from the difcourfe of Meghaverna ; and from 
“ having feen what he has done :

“ Since :
“ Thofe who are endued with good qualities, 

“ and are out of fight, are always judged by their 
“ addons : the ads of the virtuous are, therefore, 
“ demonftrated by their fruits.

“  The king here faid : This dialogue is of 
“ noufe; let that which thou judgeft belt, be 
“ done.

“ The great minifter, the vulture, having 
“ given this counfel, went to the centre of Hi- 
“  ranyagbarbha % caftle ; and a meflenger carried 
u the news of his arrival to the king, faying : 
“ O, fir ! the great minifter of Chilraverna is 
“ come hither, for the purpofe of making peace.

“ The gander, hearing this intelligence, faid: 
“ O, my counfellor ! is another ill-defigning per- 
“ fon again come hither ?

“ There is no caufe for fear anfwered Ser-,
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vajnya, finding, fince it is Duradurjin, who 
u is worthy of the greatefl confidence: and 
“ although this is often the bufinefs of the ill— 
“ intentioned, yet no apprehenfion fhould now 
u be raifed. Since: In a pool, which reflects 
u the image of many ftars, a wife gander was in 
<c a moment deceived. Being defirous of feaft- 
“ ing on the cumuda plant, in the night feafon; 
“ afterwards, in the day-time, he took a white 
“ flower for a ftar, and attempted not to bite 
a it. Thus, men who have fallen into difap- 
46 pointments, expedt it even from reality.

u Therefore, O king! as far as you are able, 
u let a prefent of jewels, and their accompani- 
“ ments, he prepared in honour to him. This 
“ being determined, the vulture being intro- 
“ duced by the Chacra with great refpedt, through 
a the door of the palace, was prefented to the 
6‘ king, and placed on a magnificent feat.

66 The Chacravaca then fpoke : O great mi- 
“ nifter! enjoy this realm according to thy de- 
u fire ; it is at thy fervice. Even fo, faid the 
a king. Be it fo, faid the vulture ; but now an 
“ abundance of words will be ufelefs.

4 4 Since :
a Let a man purchafe a mifer with money; 

‘c a haughty man with joined hand, and rever- 
€t ence ; a fool with promifes ; a wife man with 
“ truth.
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“ Befides:
c‘ With affedtion win a friend, and it kinf-
man; thy wife, and fervants, with gifts and 

“ honours ; with great actions, the powerfuj !
‘ “ Therefore, at prefent, let Chitraverna make 
'c peace, and be difmiffed. Declare, faid tne 
tc Chacra, on what terms peace is to be con- 
“ eluded.

“ The eander afked: How many forts ofO J

“ peace are there ? I will enumerate them, faid 
“ the vulture :

“ Hear:
** i . When a prince is engaged in war with 

“ a ftronger prince, there is no other remedy.
“ 2. When he is in danger, let him feek 

“ peace, and referve his exertions for another 
“ occafion.

“ Capdla, JJpabara, Santana, Sangata, Upa- 
“ nyafa, Praticara, Sanyoga, Purjhantara, Adrrf- 
“ ta-punya, Adifhta, Atmavijhe, Upagraha, Pe- 
c‘ ricraya, Ucb’lanna, Parabhujhana, and Scanda- 
“ panya; thefe fixteen kinds of peace are cele- 
“ brated. Thus have they, who are learned in 
“ peace-making, named fixteen forts of peace.

“  Capdla, is fimply a ceffation of hoftilities.
“ JJpabara, is called that which is concluded 

u by prefents.
“ Santana, is known by having firft given up 

“ one of the family.
J
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“ Sangata, is named that peace which is 
cc founded on friendfhip between good men. It 
vi is likewife called Cdncahna, or golden.

“ XJpanyafa, profperity through wealth being 
u given ; and thence peace concluded by thofe 
46 empowered to make it.

“ Praticara, through benefits conferred and 
46 received.

“ Sanyoga, where the advantages are equal.
u Purjbantara, when two monarchs meet 

u face to face in battle; the wealth of one pro- 
“ cures peace.

“ Adrift a-puny a, when after peace, thus 
c* bought, the foe joins in a treaty.

“ Adijhtd, where land is given on one 
u part.

u Atmavifhe, that concluded with a kings 
4C own forces.

“ Upagraha, for the prefervation of life.
“ p ericraya, by a part or the whole of the 

4f treafure.
u UcPlanna> by giving the moft excellent 

<c lands.
“ Parabhufhana, by giving up the fruit arifing 

“ from the whole territory.
u Scandapanya, where only a part of the pro- 

“ duce of the land is given up.
Hear now, faid the Clacra :

44 Whether this perfon be of my tribe, or of

ON PEACE. 207



“ another, is a confideration of the narrow- 
“ minded; but that of the great-minded is to 
“  hold all the world related to them.

“ Again :
“ He is truly wife, who confiders another’s 

“  wife as his mother, another’s gold as mere 
“ clay, and all other creatures as himfelf.

“  You, faid the king, are both eminently 
“  wife ; advife me, therefore, what is to be done. 
“  What fays the poet ? faid JDuradurJin.

“ Who would a£t unjuftly for the fake of a 
“ body, which, either to-day, or to-morrow, 
“ may be deftroyed by anxiety, or difeafe ?

“ The life of animals is tremulous, as the 
“ reflection of the moon in water; let him 
“ then, who, knowing it to be uncertain, per- 
“ form actions which will hereafter be beneficial 
“ to him.

“ Having feen this world, which perifhes in 
“ an inftant, refembling the vapour in a defert, 
“  let him feek the fociety of the virtuous ; both 
“ for the fake of his religious duty, and of his 
“ own nappinefs. By my advice, therefore, let 
“ us praftife thefe rules,

“ Since:
u If truth be placed in a balance with a thou- 

“ fand facrifices of horfes, truth will outweigh a 
“ thoufand facrifices.

“ Let both princes, having firfi: fworn in the
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ct name of truth, conclude that fort of peace 
“ which is named Sangata. Be it fo, faid Ser- 
“ vajrija.

“ The minifter Duradurjin was then honour- 
“ ed with gifts of jewels, veils, and rich orna- 
“ naents ; and, accompanied by the Charavaca, 
“ went in great joy to his king ; who, being 
a perfuaded by his difcourfe, and having firffc 
“  Ihewn great refped, and offered many prefents 
“ to Hir any agar bJia, confented to the peace, and 
<f fent his reprefentative, and friend, to the caftle 
“ of the gander.

“ Duradurjin then fpoke thus: The fruits of 
<l profperous conclufion are now attained, and 
“  the king Chitraverna will return to his own 
“ realm of the mountain of Vindhya.

“ Each party then retired'to his proper llation, 
<c and each obtained the objed which his heart 
“ chiefly delired.

“ Now,” faid Vijhnufarman, “ on what elfe 
“ lhall I difcourfe ?”

“ We comprehend,” anfwered the princes, 
tc this perfed fyllem of royal duties, through thy 
“ favour, and are made happy, O venerable fage! 
“ by thy knowledge.” -

“ Let us now, then,” replied the philofopher, 
“ attend to our religious duties; and this only 
“ lhall be added :

“ Let all kings make peace when they have
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rt gained a vidlory; and may their joy be per- 
« petual! May the virtuous live without mis- 
“ fortune ! and may the celebrity of thofe who 
« Jiave performed good actions, continue for ever 
ic encreafing ! May Virtue difplay her beauties, 
« like a beloved miftrefs, on your bofoms ! 
“ •May fhe'kifs your lips, and live with you long 
“ attended by the fame of univerfal benevolence ! 
“ And may the burden-bearing earth, attended 
“ with frefh feafons, remain for your grati- 
“ fication !”
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TH E

E N C H A N T E D  F R U I T ;

OR,

THE H IN D U  WIFE:

AN ANTEDILUVIAN TALK

WRITTEN IN TITE PROVINCE OF BAHAR.

P  2



THE ENCHANTED ERUIT;

OR,

T H E  H I N D U  WI F E .

c 0  LOVELY age*, by Brahmens fam’d 
c Pure Set ye Tug\ in Sanscrit nam’d ! 
c Delightful! Not for cups of gold,
* Or wives a thousand centuries old ;
c Or men, degenerate now and small, 
c Then one and twenty cubits tall: 
c Not that plump cows full udders bore, 
c And bowls with holy eurd\ ran o’er ; 
c Not that, by Deities defended
* Fish, Boary Snake, Lion §, heav’n-descended,
c Learn’d Pendits, now grown sticks and clods, 
c Redde fast the Nagry of the Gods || * * * §

* A parody on the Ode in T a s so ’s A m in ta , beginning, 0  bella  e ta  

dbW  oro !

L The Golden A g e  of the H in d u s ,

J  Called J o g  h r  a t ,  the food of CrIshna in his infancy and 
youth.

§  The four first A v a t a r s , or In c a rn a tio n s  of the D iv in e  S p ir i t.
|| The S a n s c r it , or S en g scr it) is written in letters so named.



i And laymen, faithful to Narayn*
‘ Believ’d in Brahma's mystick strainf,
4 Not that all Subjects spoke plain truth,
‘ While Rajas cherish’d eld and youth, 
f 4STo—yet delightful times ! because
< Nature then reign’d, and Natures Laws ; 
c When females of the softest kind
< Were unaffected, unconfin’d ;
4 And this grand rule from none was hidden^ ;
6 W h a t  p l e a s e t h ,  h a t h  n o  l a w  f o r b i d d e n . 5

Thus, with a lyre in India strung,
A  mint a's poet would have sung ;
And thus too, in a modest way,
All virtuous males will sing or say :
But swarthy nymphs of Hindustan 
Look deeper than short-sighted man,
And thus, in some poetick chime,
Would speak with reason, as with rhyme :
4 O lovelier age, by Brahmens\ fam’d, 
f Gay Dwdpar Y'ugfy in Sanscrit 11am d !
4 Delightful! though impure with brass 
i In many a green ill-scented mass;
4 Though husbands, but sev'n cubits high,
4 Must in a thousand summersxlie ;
4 Though, in the lives of dwindled men,
4 Ten parts were Sin *, Religion, ten \ * * * §

* N a r a y n  or B a r  ay a n , the s p ir i t of G od.
*|* The N a yd s , or S a c re d  W r i t in g s  of B r a h m a , called R ig y  S a m , 

and T e j a r : doubts have been raised concerning the authority of the 
f o u r t h , or A t 'b e n u e n , V a y d .

\  44 Se piace, ei lice.” T a sso .

§ The B r a z e n  A g e , or that in which Vice and Virtue were in equal 
proportion.
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f Though cows would rarely fill the pail,
‘ But made th* expected creambowl fail 
‘ Though lazy Pendits ill could read 
c (No care of ours) their Tejar Veids 
c Though Rajas look’d a little proud,
6 And Ranks rather spoke too loud; 
c Though Gods, display’d to mortal view 
< In mortal forms, were only two;
€ (Yet C risi-in a *, sweetest youth, was one,
‘ Crishna, whose cheeks outblaz’d the sun) 
c Delightful, ne’ertheless ! because
* Not bound by vile unnatural laws,
‘ Which curse this age from Caley -j- nam’d,
* By some base woman-hater fram’d,
‘ Prepost’rous ! that one biped vain
* Should drag ten house-wives in his train, 
c And stuff them in a gaudy cage,
6 Slaves to weak lust or potent rage ! 
i Not such the JDwaper Tug! oh then 
€ O ne b u x o m  d a m e  m i g h t  w e d  f i v e  m e n /

True History, in solemn terms,
This Philosophick lore confirms *,
For India once, as now cold Tibet J,
A groupe unusual might exhibit,
Of sev’ral husbands, free from strife,
Link’d fairly to a single wife !
Thus Botanists, with eyes acute 
To see prolifick dust minute,
Taught by their learned northern Brahmen §
To class by pistil and by stamen,

* The A p o llo  of I n d ia .
f  The. E a r th e n  Age, or that of Caly or Im p u rity  : this verse alludes 

to C aley, the H eca te  of the In d ia n s .
J See the accounts published in the P h ilo so p h ica l T ra n sa c tio n s  from 

the papers of Mr. B og le .

$ L in n  ce us.w
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Produce from nature’s rich dominion 
Flow’rs P o l y a n d n a n  M o n o g y n ia t iy  

Where embryon blossoms, fruits, and leaves 
Twenty prepare, and o n e  receives.

But, lest my word should nought avail,.
Ye Fair, to no unholy tale 
Attend. # Five thousand years f  ago,
As annals in Benares show,
When Panda chiefs with Cunts fought 1,
And each the throne imperial sought,
Five brothers of the regal line 
Blaz’d high with qualities divine.
The first a prince without his peer,
Just, pious, liberal Tudhishteir 
Then Erjuny to the base a rod,
An Hero favour’d by a God [|;
Bheima, like mountain-leopard strong,
Unrival’d in th7 embattled throng,
Bold Naculy fir’d by noble shame 
To emulate fraternal fame j • * * §

• The story is told by the J e s u i t  Bouchet, in his Letter to H uet, 
Bishop of A v r a n c b e s .

f  A round number is chosen ; but the C aly T u g , a little before 
which C r ish n a  disappeared from this world, began f o u r  th o u s a n d , 

e ig h t h u n d red , and e ig h ty  f o u r  years ago, that is, according to our 
Chronologists, seven  h u n d re d  and fo r ty - s e v e n  before the flood ; and by 
the calculation of M ■ B a i l ly , but f o u r  h u n d re d  and f i f t y  f o u r  after the 
foundation of the In d ia n  empire.

X This war, which C rish n a  fomented in favour of the P a n d u  P r in c c % 

Y u d h is h t ir , supplied Vyds with the subject of his noble Epick. Poem, 
M a h a b h a r a t.

§ This word is commonly pronounced with a strong aecent o* 
the last letter, but the preceding vowel is short in S e n g s c r it . The 
prince is called on the Coast D b e r m e  R a j , or Chief Magistrate.

j| The G eita , containing In s tru c tio n s  to E r j u n , was composed by 
C r ish n a , who peculiarly distinguished him.
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And Sehdeo, flush’d with manly grace,
♦Bright virtue dawning in his face :
Tb these a dame devoid of care,
Blythe Draupady, the debonair,
Renown*d for beauty, and for wit,
In wedlock’s pleasing chain was knit*.

It fortun’d, at an idle hour,
This five-mal’d single-femal’d flow’r 
One balmy morn of fruitful May 
Through vales and meadows took its way.
A low thatch’d mansion met their eye 
In trees umbrageous bosom’d high ;
Near it (no sight, young maids, for you)
A temple rose to Mahcidew f.
A thorny hedge and reedy gate - 
Enclos’d the garden’s homely state;
Plain in its neatness: thither wend 
The princes and their lovely friend.
Light-pinion’d gales, to charm the sense,
Their odoriferous breath dispense ;
From Belas J pearl’d, or pointed, bloom,
And Malty rich, they steal perfume:
There honey-scented Singarhdr,
And Juhy, like a rising star,

T u d h is h t ir  and D r a u p a d y , called D ro b a d a  by M . S o n n era t, arc 
deified on the Coast ; and their feast, of which that writer exhibits ail 
tngraving, is named the P rocession  o f  F ire , because she passed e v e ry  

y e a r  from one of her f i v e  ‘husbands to another, after a solemn purifica
tion by that element. In the B h c isb d  language, her name is written, 
D r o p t y .

t  The In d ia n  J u p i t e r .
J  The varieties of B e la , and the th ree  flowers next mentioned, are 

beautiful species of J a s m in .
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Strong Qhempciy darted by Gatndcwy 
And Mulsery of paler hue,
Cayora*, which the Ranics wear 
In tangles of their silken hair,
Rou/id f  'Babul-Q.ow’rs, and Gulachein 
Dyed like the shell of Beauty’s Oueen,
Sweet Mindy J press’d for crimson stains,
And sacred Tulsy §, pride of plains,
With Sdwfy, small unblushing rose,
Their odours mix, their tints disclose,
And, as a gemm’d tiara, bright,
Paint die fresh branches with delight.

One tree above all others tower’d 
With shrubs and saplings close imbower’d,
For every blooming child of Spring 
Paid homage to the verdant King:
Aloft a solitary fruit,
Full sixty cubits from the root,
Kiss’d by the breeze, luxuriant hung,
Soft chrysolite with em’ralcls strung.
* Try we, said Erjun indiscreet, 
c If yon proud fruit be sharp or sweet; 
c My shaft its parent stalk shall wound : 
c Receive it, ere it reach the ground.’

Swift as his word, an arrow flew :
The dropping prize besprent with dew 
The brothers, in contention gay,
Catch, and on gather’d herbage lay. * * * §

* The In d ia n  Spikenard.
t  The M im o s a , or true J lcac ia , that produces the A r a b ia n  Gum.
X Called A lh h in n d  by the A r a b s .
§ Of the kind called O cym u m .
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That instant scarlet lightnings flash,
And Jemnas waves her borders lash,
Crishna from Swerga s * height descends,
Observant of his mortal friends :
Not such, as in his earliest years,
Among Jiis wanton cowherd peers,
In Gocul or Brindabeii s f  glades,
He sported with the dairy-maids , .
Or, having pip’d and danc’d enough,
Clos’d the brisk night with blindmans-bujf +;
(List, antiquaries, and record 
This pastime of the Gopia s Lord §)
But radiant with ethereal fire :
Nared alone could bards inspire 
In lofty Slokes II his mien to trace,
And unimaginable grace-
With human voice, in human form,
lie  mildly spake, and hush’d the storm:
< O mortals, ever prone to ill!
* Too rashly Erjun prov’d his skill.
* Yon fruit a pious Muny** owns,
4 Assistant of our heav’nly thrones.
i The golden pulp, each month renew’d,
4 Supplies him with ambrosial food.
4 Should he the daring archer curse,
4 Not Mentra f t  deep, nor magick verse,

■* The heaven of In d ra y  or the Empyreum. 
t  In the district of M a t 'b u r a , not far from A g r a ,  

f  This is told in the B b d g a w a t-
§ G o p y  N a t ’ii , a title of Crishna, corresponding with Nytnpha- 

g e te s , an epithet of N e p tu n e .

|| Tetrasticks without rhyme.
* *  An inspired W rite r : twenty are so called, 

f t  Incantation.
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6 Your gorgeous palaces could save'
‘ From flam es, your embers, from the wave*.

The princes, whom th’ immod’rate blaze 
Forbids their sightless eyes to raise,
With doubled hands his aid implore,
And vow submission to his lore.
‘ One remedy, and simply one,
< Or take, said he, or be undone:
c L et each his crimes or faults confess, 
c T he  Greatest nam e, omit the less *,O
€ Your actions, words, e’en thoughts reveal 5 
* No part must Draupady conceal:
‘ So shall the fruit, as each applies 
c The faithful charm, ten cubhs rise;
< Till, if the dame be frank and true,
« It join the branch, where late it grew.’ 
tie  smil’d, and shed a transient gleam j 
Then vanish’d, like a morning dream.

Now, long entranc’d, each waking brother 
Star’d with amazement on another,
Their consort’s cheek forgot its glow,
And pearly tears began to flow ;
When Tudishteir, high-gifted man,
His plain confession thus began.

* Inconstant fortune’s wreathed smiles, 
i Duryodhens rage, Duryodhen’s wiles, 
c Fires rais’d for this devoted head,
* E’en poison for my brethren spread,

This will receive illustration from a passage in the Ramayen :  

c Even he, who cannot be (lain by the ponderous arms of I n d r a , nor 
c by those of Cdly, nor by the terrible Chccra (or D iscu s  J, of V ish n u 9 
* shall be destroyed, il a B r a h m e n  execrate him, as i f  he w e r e  con~ 

i  su m ed  by f i r e ?
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c My wanderings through wild scenes of wo, 
c And persecuted life, you know.
* Rude wassailers defil’d my halls,
< And riot shook my palace-walls,
* My treasures wasted. This and more
* With resignation calm I bore;
6 But, when the late-descending god
* Gave all I wish’d with soothing nod, 
c When, by his counsel and his aid,
€ Our banners danc’d, our clarions bray'd 
f (Be this my greatest crime confess’d),
€ Revenge sate ruler in my breast:
6 I panted for the tug of arms,
* For skirmish hot, for fierce alarms ; 
c Then had my shaft Duryodhen rent,
c This heart had glow’d with sweet content/

Fie ceas’d : the living gold upsprung,
And from the bank ten cubits himg*.o

Embolden’d by this fair success,
Next Erjun hasten’d to confess : 
i When I with Aswatthama fought; 
c My noose the fell assassin caught; 
c My spear transfix’d him to the ground: 
c His giant limbs firm cordage bound :
‘ His holy thread extorted awe 
4 Spar’d by religion and by law;
1 But, when his murd’rous hands I view’d 
1 In blameless kindred gore imbued,
< Fury my boiling bosom sway’d,
c And Rage unsheath’d my willing blade : 
i Then, had not Crishna s arm divine 
c With gentle touch suspended mine,
* This hand a Brahmen had destroy’d,
* And vultures with his blood been cloy’d /
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The fruit, forgiving Erjun s dart,
Ten cubits rose with eager start.

Flush’d with some tints of honest shame,
Bheima to his confession came : 
i ’Twas at a feast for battles won 
c From Dhrlterashtra s guileful son, 
c High on the board in vases pil’d
* All vegetable nature smil’d :
* Proud Anarcis * his beauties told,
x Tlis verdant crown and studs of gold,
* To Dallim f, whose soft rubies laugh’d
* Bursting with juice, that gods have quaff’d;
< Ripe Kellas\ here in heaps were seen,
* Kellas, the golden and the green,
4 With A  mb as § priz’d on distant coasts,
* Whose birth the fertile Ganga boasts :
* (Some gleam like silver, some outshine
< Wrought ingots from Besoava!s mine):
* Covin das there, too sharp alone,
c With honey mix’d, impurpled shone;
4 Talsans || his liquid crystal spread 
4 Pluck’d from high Taras ttafted head ;
4 Round Jamas ** delicate as fair,
4 Like rose-water perfum’d the air ;
4 Bright salvers high-rais’d Com las j-f held 
4 Like topazes, which Amrit JJ swell’d ;
4 While some delicious Attas§§ bore,
4 And Catels |j|| warm, a sugar’d store ;
4 Others with Bela*s grains were heap’d,
4 And mild Papayas honey-steep’d ;

* Ananas. t  Pomegranate. J  Plantains.
§ Mangos. [i Palmyra-fruit ** Rose-apples,
f t  Oranges. The Hindu Nectar. §§ Custard-apples.
[11 Jaik-fruit.
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€ Or sweet Ajeirs * the red and pale,
4 Sweet to the taste and in the rale.O
4 Here mark’d we purest basons fraught 
4 With sacred cream and fam’d Joghrat,
4 Nor saw we not rich bowls contain 
4 The Chawlas f  light nutritious grain,
4 Some virgin-like in native pride,
4 And some with strong IIa/dea\ dyed,
4 Some tasteful to dull palates made 
4 If Merich § lend his fervent aid,
4 Or Langa || shap’d like od’rous nails,
4 Whose scent o’er groves of spice prevails,
4 Or Adda**, breathing gentie heat,
4 Or Joutery -j'f both warm and sweet.
4 Si/piary W next (in Pana§§ chew’d,
4 And Ccitha |||| with strong pow’rs endued,
4 Mix’d with Elacbys *** glowing seeds,
4 Which some remoter climate breeds),
4 Near Jeifel fff  sate, like Jeifel fram’d 
4 Though not for equal fragrance nam’d :
4 Last, Ndryal\ \ \ , whom all ranks esteem,
4 Pour’d in full cups his dulcet stream:
4 Long I survey’d the doubtful board 
4 With each high delicacy stor’d ;
4 Then freely gratified my soul,
4 From many a dish, and many a bowl,
4 Till health was lavish’d, as my time:
4 Intemp'ranee was my fatal crime.’

Uprose the fruit; and now mid-way 
Suspended shone like blazing day.

* Guayavas. t  Rice. J  Turmerick.
§ Indian Pepper. || Cloves. f  *' Ginger,
f f  Mace. J J  Areca-mit. §§ Betel-leaf.
]M| What we call Japan-earth. Cardamums. f f f  Nutmeg.
J+ J Coconut.
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Natal then spoke : (a blush overspread 
His cheeks, and conscious droop'd his head);
4 Before Duryodhen, ruthless king,
4 Taught his fierce darts in air to sing,
4 With bright-arm’d ranks, by Crishna sent,
4 Elate from Imlraprest * I went 
4 Through Eastern realms*, and vanquish’d al! 
f  From rough Alniora to Nipal.
4 Where cv’ry mansion, new or old,
* Flam’d with Barbarick gems and gold,
4 Here shone with pride the regal stores 
4 On iv’ry roofs, and cedrine floors }
4 There diadems of price unknown 
4 Blaz’d with each all-attracting stone ;
4 Firm diamonds, like fix’d honour true,
4 Some pink, and some of yellow hue,
4 Some black, yet not the less esteem’d \
4 The rest like tranquil Jemna gleam'd,
4 When in her bed the Gobia lavejL
4 Betray’d by the pellucid wave.
4 Like raging fire the ruby glow’d,
4 Or soft, but radiant, water show’d ;
4 Pure amethysts, in richest ore 
4 Oft found, a purple vesture wore;
4 Sapphirs, like yon etherial plain ;
4 Em’ralds, like Peipel f  fresh with rain ;
4 Gay topazes, translucent gold ;
4 Pale chrysolites of softer mould ;
4 Fam’d beryls, like the surge marine,
4 Light-azure mix’d with modest green ;
4 Refracted ev’ry varying dye,
4 Bright as yon bow, that girds the sky.
4 Here opals, which all hues unite,
4 Display’d their many-tinctur’d light,

* Dehly. t  A sacred tree like an As fin;
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f With turcoises divinely blue 
i (Though doubts arise, where first they grew,
* Whether chaste elephantine bone
‘ By min’rals ting’d, or native stone),
‘ And pearls unblemish’d, such as deck 
‘ Bhava?iys * wrist or Lecshmys f  neck. 
c Each castle ras’d, each city storm’d,
1 Vast loads of pillag’d wealth I form’d,
* Not for my coffers; though they bore,
* As you decreed, my lot and more.
‘ Too pleas’d the brilliant heap I stor’d,
‘ Too charming seem’d the guarded hoard :
‘ An odious vice this heart assail’d \ 
c Base A v rice for a time prevail’d.

T h’ enchanted orb ten cubits flew,
Strait as the shaft, which Erjun drew.

Sehclio, with youthful ardour bold,
Thus, penitent, his failings told: 
c From clouds, by folly rais’d, these eyes
* Experience clear’d, and made me wise;
* For, when the crash of battle roar’d,
* When death rain’d blood from spear and sword,
‘ When, in the tempest of alarms,
( Horse roll’d on horse, arms clash’d with arms,
4 Such acts I saw by others done,
4 Such perils brav’d, such trophies won,
4 That, while my patriot bosom glow’d,
4 Though some faint skill, some strength I show’d,
4 And, no dull gazer on the field,
4 This hero slew, that forc’d to yield,

*  T h e  Indian V e n u s . +  T h e  Indian C e r e s .

VOL. XT.
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4 Yet, meek humility, to thee,
4 When Erjun fought, low sank my knee :
4 But, ere the din of war began,
4 When blackening cheeks just mark’d the man, 
4 Myself invincible I deem’d,
4 And great, without a rival, seem’d.
4 Whene’er I sought the sportful plain,

* 4 No youth of all the martial train 
4 With arm so strong or eye so true 

• 4 The Checra s * pointed circle threw *
4 None, when the polish’d cane we bent,.
* So far the light-wing’d arrow sent *
4 None from the broad elastick reed,
4 Like me, gave AgnyastrC f  speed,
4 Or spread its flames with nicer art 
4 In many an unextinguish’d dart *
4 Or, when in imitated fight 
4 We sported till departing light,
4 None saw me to the ring advance 
4 With falchion keen or quiv’ring lance,
4 Whose force my rooted seat could shake,
4 Or on my steed impression make:
4 No charioteer, no racer fleet 
4 O’ertook my wheels or rapid feet.
4 Next, when the woody heights we sought,
4 With madd’ning elephants I fought:
4 In vain their high-priz’d tusks they gnash’d ;
4 Their trunked heads my Gala J mash’d.
4 No buffalo, with phrensy strong,
4 Could bear my clatt’ring thunder long :

'■ A radiated metalline ring, used as a missile weapon- 
f  Fire-arms, or rockets, early known in I n d ia .

£ A mace, or club.
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4 No pard or tiger, from the wood 
4 Reluctant brought, this arm withstood.
4 Pride in my heart his mansion fix’d,
4 And with pure drops black poison mix’4 .

Swift rose the fruit, exalted now 
Ten cubits from his natal bough.

Fair Draupady, with soft delay,
Then spake : 4 Heav’n’s mandate I obey ;
4 Though nought, essential to be known,
4 Has heav’n to learn, or I to own.
4 When scarce a damsel, scarce a child,
4 In early bloom your handmaid smil’d,
4 Love of the World her fancy mov’d,
4 Vain pageantry her heart approv’d :
4 Her form, she thought, and lovely mien,
4 All must admire, when all had seen :
4 A thirst of pleasure and of praise 
4 (With shame I speak) engross’d my days \
4 Nor were my night-thoughts, I confess,
4 Free from solicitude for d^ess;
4 Flow best to bind my flowing hair 
4 With art, yet with an artless air 
4 (My hair, like musk in scent and hue ;
4 Oh ! blacker far and sweeter too) \
4 In what nice braid or glossy curl 
4 To fix a diamond or a pearl,
4 And where to smooth the love-spread toil-s 
‘ With nard or jasmin’s fragrant oils ;
4 How to adjust the golden Teic*>
4 And most adorn my forehead sleek;

* Properly Tcicct, an ornament of gold, placed above the note.

Qw2
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‘ What Condals * should emblaze my ears,
( Like Seita s waves f  or Seita s tearsJ *, 
c How elegantly to dispose 
c Bright circlets for my well-form’d nose ;
‘ With strings of rubies how to deck, 
c Or em’rald rows, my stately neck, 
c While some that ebon tow’r embrac’d,
( Some pendent sought my slender waist;
* How next my purfled veil to chuse 
‘ From silken stores of varied hues ;
‘ Which would attract the roving view,
1 Pink, violet, purple, orange, blue ;
( The loveliest mantle to select, 
c Or unembellish’d or bedeck’d ; 
c And how my twisted scarf to place
* With most inimitable grace;
c (Too thin its warp, too fine its woof,
‘ For eyes of males not beauty-proof);
€ What skirts the mantle best would suit,
€ Ornate with stars or tissued fruit,
€ The flow’r-embroider’d or the plain 
€ With silver or with golden vein ;
€ The Chury § bright, which gayly shows 
‘ Fair objects, aptly to compose;
€ How each smooth arm and each soft wrist 
c By richest Cosecs || might be kiss’d ;
‘ While some, my taper ankles round, 
c With sunny radiance ting’d the ground. * * * §

* Pendents.
+ S k i t  a ' C un  d , or the P oo l o f S e ita ,  the wife o f R a m , is the name 

given to the wonderful spring at M engeir>  w ith boiling w ater o f e x 

quisite clearness and purity.

\  Her tears, when she was made captive by the giant Ra<tuan.

§ A small mirror worn in a ring. || Bracelets. #
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* O waste of many a precious hoi^r !
‘ O Vanity, how vast thy pow’r!’

Cubits twice four th’ ambrosial flew,
Still from its branch disjoin’d by two.

Each husband now, with wild surprise,
His compeers and his consort eyes ;
When Tudishteir: 4 Thy female breast 
‘ Some faults, perfidious, hath suppress’d.
< Oh ! give the close-lock’d secret room,
* Unfold its bud, expand its bloom ;
* Lest, sinking with our crumbled halls,
4 We see red flames devour their walls/
Abash’d, yet with a decent pride,
Firm Draupady the fact denied ;
Till, through an arched alley green,
The limit of that sacred scene,
She saw the dreaded Many go 
With steps majestically slow ;
Then said: (a stifled sigh she stole,
And show’d the conflict of her soul 
By broken speech and flutt’ring heart)
4 One trifle more I must impart:
4 A Brahmen learn’d, of pure intent 
4 And look demure, one morn you sent,
4 With me, from Sanscrit old, to read 
4 Each high Puran * each holy Veid.
4 His thread, which BrehmcCs lineage show’d,
4 O’er his left shoulder graceful flow’d ;
4 Of Crishna and his nymphs he redde,
4 How with nine maids the dance he led \
4 How they ador’d, and he repaid 
4 Their homage in the sylvan shade.

*  A Mythological and Historical Poem.
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€ While this gay tale my spirits cheer’d,
4 So keen the Pendit’s eyes appear’d,
4 So sweet his voice— a blameless fire 
4 This bosom could not but inspire.
4 Bright as a God he seem’d to stand :
4 The rev’rend volume left his hand,
4 With mine he press’d’—With deep despair 
Brothers on brothers wildly stare:

• From Erjuti flew a wrathful glance ;
Tow’rd them they saw their dread advance ; 
Then, trembling, breathless, pale with fear,
4 Hear, said the matron, calmly hear !
4 By Tulsy’s leaf the truth I speak—
4 The Brahmen o n l y  k i s s ’d  m y  c h e e k .*

Strait its full height the wonder rose,
Glad with its native branch to close.

Now to the walk approach’d the Sage 
Exulting in his verdant age :
His hands, that touch’d his front, express’d 
Due rev’rence to each princely guest,
Whom to his rural board he led 
In simple delicacy spread,
With curds their palates to regale,
And cream-cups from the Gopia's pail.

Could you, ye Fair, like this black wife, 
Restore us to primeval life,
And bid that apple, pluck’d for Eve 
By him, who might all wives deceive,
Hang from its parent bough once more 
Divine and perfect, as before,
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Would you confess your little faults ?
(Great ones were never in your thoughts)}
Would you the secret wish unfold,
Or in your heart’s full casket hold ?
Would you disclose your inmost mind,
And speak plain truth, to bless mankind ?

c What ! said the Guardian of our realm,
With waving crest and fiery helm,
‘ W hat! are the fair, whose heav’nly smiles
* Rain glory through my cherish’d isles,
* Are they less virtuous or less true 
i Than Indian dames of sooty hue ?
i No, by these arms. The cold surmise 
i And doubt injurious vainly rise.
< Yet dares a bard, who better knows, 
i This point distrustfully propose ;
< Vain fabler now ! though oft before
t His harp has cheer’d my sounding shore.*

With brow austere the martial maid 
Spoke, and majestick trod the glade :
To that fell cave her course she held,
Where Scandal, bane of mortals, dwell’d.
Outstretch’d on filth the pest she found,
Black fetid venom streaming round ;
A gloomy light just serv’d to show 
The darkness of the den below.
Britannia with resistless might
Soon dragg’d him from his darling night :
The snakes, that o’er his body curl’d,
And flung his poison through the world,
Confounded with the flash of day,
Hiss’d horribly 3 hellish lay.
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His eyes with flames and blood suffus’d, 
Long to th’ ethereal beam unus’d,
Fierce in their gory sockets roll’d ;
And desperation made him bold:
Pleas’d with the thought of human woes, 
*On scaly dragon feet he rose.
Thus, when Asurs with impious rage,
Durst horrid war with Devtas wage,
And darted many a burning mass 
E’en on the brow of gemm’d Cailds,
High o’er the rest, on serpents rear’d,
The grisly king of Deits appear’d.

The nymph beheld the fiend advance, 
And couch’d her far-extending lance :
Dire drops he threw; th’ infernal tide 
Her helm and silver hauberk dyed :
Her moonlike shield before her hung ;
The monster struck, the monster stung : 
Her spear with many a griding wound 
Fast nail’d him to the groaning ground. 
The wretch, from juster vengeance free, 
Immortal born byheav’n’s decree,
With chains of adamant secur’d,
Deep in cold gloom she left immur’d.

Now reign at will, victorious Fair,
In British, or in Indiany air !
Still with each envying flow’r adorn 
Your tresses radiant as the m om ;
Still let each Asiatick dye
Rich tints for your gay robes supply ;
Still through the dance’s labyrinth float, 
And swell the sweetly lengthen’d note;
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Still, on proud steeds or glittVing cars,
Rise on the course like beamy stars;
And, when charm’d circles round you close 
Of rhyming bards and smiling beaux,
Whilst all with eager looks contend 
Their wit or worth to recommend,
Still let your mild, yet piercing, eyes 
Impartially adjudge the prize.
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THE ARGUMENT.

T h e  H in d u  God, to whom the following poem is addressed, appears 
evidently the same with the G recia n  E ros and the R o m a n  C u p i d o  ; 
but the In d ia n  description of his person and arms, his family, a t
tendants, and attributes, has new and peculiar beauties.

According to the mythology of H in d u s ta n , he was the son of M a y  a  ̂
or the general a t tr a c t in g  power, and married to R e t t y  or A ffe c tio n  ;  

and his bosom friend is B e s s e n t  or S p r i n g : he is represented as a 
beautiful youth, sometimes conversing with his mother and consort 
in the midst of his gardens and temples ; sometimes riding by moon
light on a parrot or lory, and attended by dancing girls or nymphs, 
the foremost of whom bears his colours, which are a f i s h  on a red 
ground. His favourite place of resort is a large tract of country round 
A g r a , and principally the plains of M a t r a , where K r i s h e n  also and 
the nine G o p i a , who are clearly the A p o llo  and M u ses  of the G reeks , 
usually spend the night with musick and dance. His bow of sugar
cane or flowers, with a string of bees, and his f< ve arrows, each pointed 
with an I n d ia n  blossom of a heating quality, are allegories equally 
new and beautiful. He has at least twenty-three names, most of 
which are introduced in the hymn : that of C a m  or G a m a  signifies 
d esire , a sense which it also bears in ancient and modem P e r s ia n ;  

and it is possible, that the words D ip u c  and C u p id , which have the 
same signification, may have the same origin ; since we know, 
that the old H e tr u s c a n s , from whom great part of the R o m a n  lan
guage and religion was derived, and whose system had a near affinity 
with that of the P e r fia n s  and In d ia n s , used to write their lines al
ternately forwards and backwards, as furrows are made by the 
plough ; and, though the two last letters of C upido may be only 
the grammatical termination, as in lib id o  and capedo , yet the primary 
root of cupio is contained in the three first letters. The seventh 
stanza alludes to the bold attempt of this deity to wound the great 
God M a h a d e o , for which he was punished by a flame consuming 
his corporeal nature and reducing him to a mental essence ; and 
hence his chief dominion is over the m in d s  of mortals, or such 
deities as he is permitted to subdue.



T H E  H Y M N .

W h a t  potent God from Agra s orient bow’rs 
Floats thro’ the lucid air, whilst living flow’rs 
With sunny twine the vocal arbours wreathe,
And gales enamour’d heav’nly fragrance breathe ? 

Hail, pow’r unknown ! for at thy beck 
Vales and groves their bosoms deck,
Amd ev’ry laughing blossom dresses 
With gems of dew his musky tresses,

I feel, I feel thy genial flame divine,
And hallow thee and kiss thy shrine.

Knowst thou not me ?” Celestial sounds I hear ! 
<c Knowst thou not me ?” Ah, spare a mortal ear ! 
u Behold'’—My swimming eyes entranc’d I raise, 
But oh! they shrink before th’ excessive blaze. 

Yes, son of Maya, yes, I know 
Thy bloomy shafts and cany bow,
Cheeks with youthful glory beaming,
Locks in braids ethereal streaming,

Thy scaly standard, thy mysterious arms,
And all thy pains' and all thy charms.

God of each lovely sight, each lovely sound, 
Soul-kindling, world-inflaming, star-ycrown’d, 
Eternal Gama ! Or doth Smara bright,
Or proud A?ianga give thee more delight ?



Whate’er thy seat, whatever thy name.
Seas, earth, and air, thy reign proclaim ;
Wreathy smiles and roseate pleasures 
Are thy richest, sweetest treasures.

All arjimals to thee their tribute bring,
And hail thee universal king.

Thy consort mild, Affeftion ever true,
Graces thy side, her vest of glowing hue,
And in her train twelve blooming girls advance,
Touch golden strings and knit the mirthful dance.

Thy dreaded implements they bear,
And wave them in the scented air,
Each with pearls her neck adorning,
Brighter than the tears of morning.

Thy crimson ensign, which before them flies,
Becks with new stars the sapphire skies..

God of the flow’ry shafts and flowery bow,
Delight of all above and all below !
Thy lov’d companion, constant from his birth,
In heav’n clep’d Bessent> and gay Spring on earth, 

Weaves thy green robe and flaunting bow’rs,
And from thy clouds draws balmy showTs,
He with fresh arrows fills thy qurver,
(Sweet the gift and sweet the giver 1)

And bids the many-plumed warbling throng 
Burst the pent blossoms with their song.

He bends the luscious cane, and twists the string 
With bees, how sweet! but ah, how keen their sting [ 
He with five flow’rets tips thy ruthless darts,
Which thro’ five senses pierce enraptur’d hearts: 

Strong Chuwpa, rich in od’rous gold,
Warm Amery nurs’d in heav’nly mould,
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Dry Nagkeser in silver smiling,
Hot Kittcum our sense beguiling,

And last, to kindle fierce the scorching flame,
Loveshaft, which Gods bright Bela name.

Can men resist thy pow’r, when Krishen yields,
JCrisheriy who still in Matra's holy fields 
Tunes harps immortal, and to strains divine 
Dances by moonlight with the Gopia nine ?

.But, when thy daring arm untam’d 
At Mahadeo a loveshaft aim’d,
Heav’n shook, and, smit with stony wonder,
Told his deep dread in bursts of thunder,

Whilst on thy beauteous limbs an azure fire 
Blaz’d forth, which never must expire.

O thou for ages born, yet ever young,
For ages may thy Bramir?s lay be sung !
And, when thy lory spreads his em’rald wings,
To waft thee high above the tow’rs of kings,

Whilst o’er thy throne the moon’s pale light 
Pours her soft radiance thro’ the night,
And to each floating cloud discovers 
The haunts of blest or joyless lovers,

Thy mildest influence to thy bard impart,
To warm, but not consume, his heart.
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THE ARGUMENT.

IN  all our conversations with learned Hindus we 
find them enthusiastick admirers of Poetry, which 
they consider as a divine art, that had been prac
tised for numberless ages in heaven, before it was 
revealed on earth by Va/lmi,c, whose great Heioick 
Poem is fortunately preserved: the Brahmans of 
course prefer that poetry, which they believe to 
have been actually inspired; while the Faidyas, who 

* are in general perfect grammarians and good poets, 
but are not suffered to read any of the sacred writ
ings except the Ayurveda, or Body of Medical Tracts, 
speak with rapture of their innumerable popular 
poems, Epick, Lyrick, and Dramatick, which were 
composed by men not literally inspired,but called, 
metaphorically,the sons of.SERESWATi, or M i n e r v a ; 

among whom the Pandits of all sects, nations, and 
degrees are unanimous in giving the prize of glory 
to Ca'li'da'sa, who flourished in the court of Vx- 
crama'ditya, fifty-seven years before Christ. He 
wrote several Dramas, one of which, entitled Sa- 
contala', is in my possession ; and the subject of 
it appears to be as interesting as the composition is 
beautifui: besides these he published the Megha- 
duta., or cloud-messenger, and the Naludaya, or rise 
of Nala, both elegant love-tales; the llaghuvansa, 

an Heroiek Poem ; and the Cumara Sambhava, or 
birth of C um a r a , which supplied me with materials 
for the first of the following Odes, I have not in-



d e e d  y e t  r e a d  i t ; s i n c e  i t  c o u l d  n o t  b e  c o r r e c t l y  

c o p i e d  f o r  m e  d u r i n g  t h e  s h o r t  i n t e r v a l ,  i n  w h i c h  i t  

i s  i n  m y  p o w e r  t o  a m u s e  m y s e l f  w i t h  l i t e r a t u r e ;  

b u t  I  h a v e  h e a r d  t h e  s t o r y  t o l d  b o t h  i n  Sanscrit a n d  

Persian, b y  m a n y  Panclils, w h o  h a d  n o  c o m m u n i 

c a t i o n  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ;  a n d  t h e i r  o u t l i n e  o f  i t  

c o i n c i d e d  s o  p e r f e c t l y ,  t h a t  I  a m  c o n v i n c e d  o f  i t s  

c o r r e c t n e s s  : t h a t  o u t l i n e  is  h e r e  f i l l e d  u p ,  a n d  e x 

h i b i t e d  i n  a  l y r i c k  f o r m ,  p a r t l y  i n  t h e  Indian, p a r t l y  

i n  t h e  Grecian, t a s t e ; a n d  g r e a t  w i l l  b e  m y  p l e a 

s u r e ,  w h e n  I  c a n  a g a i n  f i n d  t i m e  f o r  s u c h  a m u s e 

m e n t s ,  i n  r e a d i n g  t h e  w h o l e  p o e m  o f  C 'a l i 'da 's a , 

a n d  in  c o m p a r i n g  m y  d e s c r i p t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

c o m p o s i t i o n .  T o  a n t i c i p a t e  t h e  s t o r y  i n  a  p r e f a c e  

w o u l d  b e  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  i n t e r e s t ,  t h a t  m a y  b e  t a k e n  

i n  t h e  p o e m  ; a  d i s a d v a n t a g e  a t t e n d i n g  a l l  p r e f a 

t o r y  a r g u m e n t s ,  o f  w h i c h  t h o s e  p r e f i x e d  t o  t h e  

s e v e r a l  b o o k s  o f  T asso, a n d  t o  t h e  D r a m a s  o f  M e- 
t a s t a s i o , a r e  o b v i o u s  i n s t a n c e s  ; b u t ,  t h a t  a n y  i n 

t e r e s t  m a y  b e  t a k e n  i n  t h e  t w o  h y m n s  a d d r e s s e d  

t o  P r a c r i t i , u n d e r  d i f f e r e n t  n a m e s ,  i t  is n e c e s s a r y  

t o  r e n d e r  t h e m  i n t e l l i g i b l e  b y  a  p r e v i o u s  e x p l a n a 

t i o n  o f  t h e  m y t h o l o g i c a l  a l l u s i o n s ,  w h i c h  c o u l d  n o t  

b u t  o c c u r  i n  t h e m .

I s w a r a , o r  i s a , a n d  I ' sa' n i  o r  I ' s i ,  a r e  u n q u e s 

t i o n a b l y  t h e  O siris  a n d  I s i s  o f  E g y p t ;  f o r ,  t h o u g h  

n e i t h e r  a  r e s e m b l a n c e  o f  n a m e s ,  n o r  a  s i m i l a r i t y  o f  

c h a r a c t e r ,  w o u l d  s e p a r a t e l y  p r o v e  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  

Indian a n d  Egyptian D e i t i e s ,  y e t ,  w h e n  t h e y  b o t h  

c o n c u r ,  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  n u m b e r l e s s  c o r r o b o 

r a t i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t h e y  f o r m  a  p r o o f  l i t t l e  s h o r t
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o f  d e m o n s t r a t i o n .  T h o female d i v i n i t y ,  i n  t h e  m j *  

t h o l o g i c a l  s y s t e m s  o f  t h e  E a s t ,  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  a c t i v e  

power o f  t h e  male; a n d  t h a t  P s i '  m e a n s  active natui e, 
a p p e a r s  e v i d e n t l y  f r o m  t h e  w o r d  sacta, w h i c h  i s  d e 

r i v e d  f r o m  s'acti, o r  power,  a n d  a p p l i e d  t o  t h o s e  

Hindus, w h o  d i r e c t  t h e i r  a d o r a t i o n  p r i n c i p a l l y  t o  

t h a t  g o d d e s s :  t h i s  f e m i n i n e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  P r a c r i t i , 

o r  created nature,  is s o  f a m i l i a r  i n  m o s t  l a n g u a g e s ,  

a i\ d  e v e n  i n  o u r  o w n ,  t h a t  t h e  g r a v e s t  English 
w r i t e r s ,  o n  t h e  m o s t  s e r i o u s  s u b j e c t s  o f  r e l i g i o n  a n d  

p h i l o s o p h y ,  s p e a k  o f  her o p e r a t i o n s ,  a s  i f  she w e r e  

a c t u a l l y  a n  a n i m a t e d  b e i n g ;  b u t  s u c h  p e r s o n i f i c a 

t i o n s  a r e  e a s i l y  m i s c o n c e i v e d  b y  t h e  m u l t i t u d e ,  a n d  

h a v e  a  s t r o n g  t e n d e n c y  t o  p o l y t h e i s m .  T h e  p r i n 

c i p a l  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  n a t u r e  a r e ,  n o t  t h e  a b s o l u t e  a n 

n i h i l a t i o n  a n d  n e w  c r e a t i o n  o f  w h a t  w e  c a l l  material 
substances, b u t  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  e x t i n c t i o n  a n d  r e p r o 

d u c t i o n ,  o r ,  r a t h e r  i n  o n e  w o r d ,  t h e  transmutation, 

of forms; w h e n c e  t h e  e p i t h e t  Polymorphos is a p t l y  

g i v e n  t o  n a t u r e  b y  European p h i l o s o p h e r s  : h e n c e  

I s w a r a , S i v a , H ara ( f o r  t h o s e  a r e  h i s  n a m e s  a n d  

n e a r  a  t h o u s a n d  m o r e ) ,  u n i t e d  w i t h  T s i 7, r e p r e s e n t  

t h e  secondary causes,  w h a t e v e r  t h e y  m a y  b e ,  o f  n a 

t u r a l  p h e n o m e n a ,  a n d  p r i n c i p a l l y  t h o s e  o f  t e m p o 

r a r y  destruction a n d  regeneration; b u t  t h e  Indian 
I s i s  a p p e a r s  i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  c h a r a c t e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

i n  t h o s e  o f  P a 'r v a t i ^ C a l i ' ,  D u r g a ’, a n d B H A V A N i ' ,  

w h i c h  b e a r  a  s t r o n g  r e s e m b l a n c e  t o  t h e  J uno  o f  

H o m e r , t o  H e c a t e , t o  t h e  a r m e d  P a l l a s , a n d  t o  

t h e  Lucreticm V e n u s .

T h e  name Pa'rvatP took its rise from a wild
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p o e t i c a l  f i c t i o n .  H i m a l a y a , o r  t h e  Mansion of 
Snow, is  t h e  t i t l e  g i v e n  b y  t h e  Hindus t o  t h a t  v a s t  

c h a i n  o f  m o u n t a i n s ,  w h i c h  l i m i t s  India t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  

a n d  e m b r a c e s  i t  w i t h  i t s  e a s t e r n  a n d  w e s t e r n  a r m s ,  

b o t h  e x t e n d i n g  t o  t h e  o c e a n ; t h e  f o r m e r  o f  

t h o s e  a r m s  is  c a l l e d  Chandras&c'hara, o r  t h e  Moon's 
Rock ; a n d  t h e  s e c o n d ,  w h i c h  r e a c h e s  a s  f a r  w e s t  a s  

t h e  m o u t h s  o f  t h e  Indus, w a s  n a m e d  b y  t h e  a n c i e n t s  

Montes Parvcti. T h e s e  h i l l s  a r e  h e l d  s a c r e d  b y  t h e  

Indians, w h o  s u p p o s e  t h e m  t o  b e  t h e  t e r r e s t r i a l  

h a u n t  o f  t h e  G o d  T s w a r a . T h e  m o u n t a i n  Himh- 

laya, b e i n g  p e r s o n i f i e d ,  is  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  a  p o w e r 

f u l  m o n a r c h ,  w h o s e  w i f e  w a s  M e 'n a 7: t h e i r  d a u g h t e r  

i s  n a m e d  P a 'r v a t i ', o r  Mountain-born, a n d  D urga ', 

o r  of difficult access ; b u t  t h e  Hindus b e l i e v e  h e r  t o  

h a v e  b e e n  m a r r i e d  t o  S i v a  in  a  p r e - e x i s t e n t  s t a t e ,  

w h e n  s h e  b o r e  t h e  n a m e  o f  Sa t i '. T h e  d a u o h t e r  

o f  PI i m a T a y a  h a d  t w o  s o n s ;  G a n e V a , o r  t h e  Lord 
of Spirits, a d o r e d  a s  t h e  w i s e s t  o f  D e i t i e s ,  a n d  a l w a y s  

i n v o k e d  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  e v e r y  l i t e r a r y  w o r k ,  

a n d  C u m a 'r a , Sc a n  d a ,  o r  C a 'r t i c e ' ya, c o m m a n d e r  

o f  t h e  c e l e s t i a l  a r m i e s .

T h e  p l e a s i n g  f i c t i o n  o f  C a'm a , t h e  Indian C u p i d , 

a n d  h i s  f r i e n d  V a s a n t a , o r  t h e  S p r i n g ,  h a s  b e e n  t h e  

s u b j e c t  o f  a n o t h e r  p o e m ;  a n d  h e r e  i t  m u s t  b e  r e 

m e m b e r e d ,  t h a t  t h e  G o d  o f  L o v e  is n a m e d  a l s o  

S m a r a , C a n d a r p a , a n d  A n a n g a . O n e  o f  h i s  a r 

r o w s  is  c a l l e d  Mcllicf t h e  Nyctanthes o f  o u r  B o t a n 

is t s ,  w h o  v e r y  u n a d v i s e d l y  r e j e c t  t h e  v e r n a c u l a r ,  

n a m e s  o f  m o s t  Asiatick p l a n t s  : i t  is  b e a u t i f u l l y  i n 

t r o d u c e d  b y  C a' l i d a s a  i n t o  t h i s  l i v e l y  c o u p l e t ;
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Mellicamucule hhati gunjanmattamadhuvratah,
Prayane patichaoanasya sane hamapurayanniva.

‘ The intoxicated bee shines and murmurs in the
* fresh-blown Mellicct, like him who gives breath to 
< a white conch in the procession of the God with 
f five arrows.’

A critick, to whom Ca'l i 'da'sa repeated this 
verse, observed, that the comparison was not exact: 
since the bee sits on the blossom itself, and does 
not murmur at the end of the tube, like him who 
blows a conch: ‘ I was aware of that, said the
* poet, and, therefore, described the bee as intoxi- 
‘ c a te d : a drunken musician would blow the shell 
f at the wrong end There was more than wit in 
this answer : it was a just rebuke to a dull critick  ̂
for poetry delights in g e n e ra l images, and is so far 
from being a perfect imitation, that a scrupulous 
exactness of descriptions and similes, by leaving 
nothing for the imagination to supply, never fails 
to diminish or destroy the pleasure of every 
reader, who has an imagination to be gratified.

It may here be observed, that N ym p h o ea , not 
L o to s , is the generick name in E u r o p e  of the flower 
consecrated to Isis: the P e r s ia n s  know by the name 
of N i l u f e r  that species of it, which the Botanists 
ridiculously call Nelumbo9 and which is remarkable 
for its curious p c r ic a r p iu m , where each of the seeds 
contains in miniature the leaves of a perfect vege-? 
table. The lotos of H omer was probably the sugar-, 

cane, and that of Linn ŝus is a papilionaceous 
plant; but he gives the same name to another
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s p e c i e s  o f  t h e  Nymphcea; a n d  t h e  w o r d  is s o  c o n 

s t a n t l y  a p p l i e d  a m o n g  u s  in  India t o  t h e  Nilufer, 

t h a t  a n y  o t h e r  w o u l d  b e  h a r d l y  i n t e l l i g i b l e : t h e  

blue l o t o s  g r o w s  i n  Cashmir a n d  in  Persia, b u t  n o t  

in  Bengal, w h e r e  w e  s e e  o n l y  t h e  red a n d  t h e white; 
a n d  h e n c e  o c c a s i o n  is t a k e n  t o  f e i g n ,  t h a t  t h e  l o t o s  

o f  Hindustan w a s  d y e d  c r i m s o n  b y  t h e  b l o o d  ofSiVA.4/ V
Cuve'ra, m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  f o u r t e e n t h  s t a n z a ,  

is  t h e  G o d  o f  W e a l t h ,  s u p p o s e d  t o  r e s i d e  i n  a  m a g 

n i f i c e n t  c i t y ,  c a l l e d  Alaca; a n d  V r i h a s p a t i , o r  

t h e  G e n i u s  o f  t h e  p l a n e t  Jupiter, is  t h e  p r e c e p t o r  

o f  t h e  g o d s  i n  Swerga o r  t h e  f i r m a m e n t : h e  is  

u s u a l l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  t h e i r  o r a t o r ,  w h e n  a n y  m e s 

s a g e  is c a r r i e d  f r o m  t h e m  t o  o n e  o f  t h e  t h r e e  s u p e 

r i o r  D e i t i e s .

T h e  l a m e n t a t i o n s  o f  R eti', t h e  w i f e  o f  Cama, fi l l  

a  w h o l e  b o o k  i n  t h e  Sanscrit p o e m ,  a s  I  a m  i n 

f o r m e d  b y  m y  t e a c h e r ,  a  l e a r n e d  Vaidya; w h o  is  r e 

s t r a i n e d  o n l y  f r o m  r e a d i n g  t h e  b o o k ,  w h i c h  c o n 

t a i n s  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  n u p t i a l s  3 f o r  t h e  c e r e 

m o n i e s  o f  a  m a r r i a g e  w h e r e  Brahma' h i m s e l f  o f f i 

c i a t e d  a s  t h e  f a t h e r  o f  t h e  b r i d e g r o o m ,  a r e  t o o  h o l y  

t o  b e  k n o w n  b y  a n y  b u t  Brahmans.

T h e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  D urga '  i n  h e r  m a r t i a l  c h a 

r a c t e r  a s  t h e  p a t r o n e s s  o f  Virtue, a n d  h e r  b a t t l e  

w i t h  a  d e m o n  i n  t h e  s h a p e  o f  a  b u f f a l o ,  a r e  t h e  

s u b j e c t  o f  m a n y  e p i s o d e s  in  t h e  Pur An as a n d  CA- 
vyas, o r  sacred a n d  popular p o e m s  • b u t  a  f u l l  a c 

c o u n t  o f  t h e m  w o u l d  h a v e  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  u n i t y  o f  

t h e  O d e ,  a n d  t h e y  a r e  b a r e l y  a l l u d e d  t o  i n  t h e  l a s t  

s t a n z a .
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I t  s e e m e d  p r o p e r  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  m e a s u r e ,  w h e n  

t h e  g o d d e s s  w a s  t o  b e  a d d r e s s e d  a s  B h a v a 'n i , o r  

t h e  power of fecundity, b u t  s u c h  a  c h a n g e ,  t h o u g h  

v e r y  c o m m o n  in  Sanscrit, h a s  its  i n c o n v e n i e n c e s  i n  

European poetry i a  d i s t i n c t  H y m n  is  t h e r e f o r e  a p 

p r o p r i a t e d  t o  h e r  i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y ; f o r  t h e  e x p l a n a 

t i o n  o f  w h i c h  w e  n e e d  o n l y  p r e m i s e ,  t h a t  L a c s h m i  

is  t h e  G o d d e s s  o f  Abundance; t h a t  t h e  Cetaca i s  a  

. f r a g r a n t  a n d  b e a u t i f u l  p l a n t  o f  t h e  Dicecian k i n d ,  

k n o w n  t o  B o t a n i s t s  b y  t h e  n a m e  o f  Pandanus; a n d  

t h a t  t h e  Durgotsava,  o r  g r e a t  f e s t i v a l  o f  B i-i a v a 'ni  

a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  r a i n s ,  e n d s  i n  t h r o w i n g  t h e  i m a g e  

o f  t h e  g o d d e s s  i n t o  t h e  Ganges o r  o t h e r  s a c r e d  

w a t e r .

I  a m  n o t  c o n s c i o u s  o f  h a v i n g  l e f t  u n e x p l a i n e d  

a n y  d i f f i c u l t  a l l u s i o n  i n  t h e  t w o  p o e m s  ; a n d  h a v e  

o n l y  t o  a d d  ( l e s t  European c r i t i c k s  s h o u l d  c o n s i d e r  

a  f e w  o f  t h e  i m a g e s  a s  i n a p p l i c a b l e  t o  Indian m a n 

n e r s ) ,  t h a t  t h e  i d e a s  o f  snow a n d  ice a r e  f a m i l i a r  t o  

t h e  Hindus; t h a t  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  o f  Himalaya m a y  

b e  c l e a r l y  d i s c e r n e d  f r o m  a  p a r t  o f  Bengal; t h a t  

t h e  Grecian II^emus is  t h e  Sanscrit w o r d  haimas> 
m e a n i n g . viowy ; a n d  t h a t  f u n e r a l  urns m a y  b e  s e e n  

p e r p e t u a l l y  o n  t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  r i v e r .

T h e  t w o  H y m n s  a r e  n e i t h e r  t r a n s l a t i o n s  f r o m  

a n y  o t h e r  p o e m s ,  n o r  i m i t a t i o n s  o f  a n y ;  a n d  h a v e  

n o t h i n g  o f  P i n d a r  i n  t h e m  e x c e p t  t h e  m e a s u r e s ,  

w h i c h  a r e  n e a r l y  t h e  s a m e ,  s y l l a b l e  f o r  s y l l a b l e ,  

w i t h  t h o s e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  a n d  s e c o n d  Nemean O d e s :  

m o r e  m u s i c a l  s t a n z a s  m i g h t  p e r h a p s  h a v e  b e e n  

f o r m e d ;  b u t ,  i n  e v e r y  a r t ,  v a r i e t y  a n d  n o y e l t y  a r e
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c o n s i d e r a b l e  s o u r c e s  o f  p l e a s u r e .  T h e  s t y l e  a n d  

m a n n e r  o f  P indar  h a v e  b e e n  g r e a t l y  m i s t a k e n  ; 

a n d ,  t h a t  a  d i s t i n c t  i d e a  o f  t h e m  m a y  b e  c o n c e i v e d  

b y  s u c h ,  a s  h a v e  n o t  a c c e s s  t o  t h a t  i n i m i t a b l e  p o e t  

i n  h is  o w n  l a n g u a g e ,  I  c a n n o t  r e f r a i n  f r o m  s u b j o i n ,  

i n g  t h e  f i r s t  Nemean O d e ,  n o t  o n l y  i n  t h e  s a m e  

m e a s u r e  a s  n e a r l y  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  a l m o s t  w o r d  f o r  

w o r d ,  w i t h  t h e  o r i g i n a l ; t h o s e  e p i t h e t s  a n d  p h r a s e s  

o n l y  b e i n g  n e c e s s a r i l y  a d d e d ,  w h i c h  a r e  p r i n t e d  iu 
/ tqlicji l e t t e r s ,
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THE HYMN

TO

D U R G A\

i. i.
rR O M  thee begins the solemn air,
Ador’d G ane 'sa' j next, thy sire we praise 
(Him, from whose red clust’ring hair 
A new-born crescent sheds propitious rays,
Fair as G anga'’s curling foam),
Dread Is'wara ; who lov’d o’er awful mountains, 
Rapt in prescience deep, to roam,
But chiefly those, whence holy rivers gush,
Bright from their secret fountains,
And o’er the realms of B rahma ' rush.

I. 2.

Rock above rock they ride sublime,
And lose their summits in blue fields of day, 
Fashion’d first, when rolling time,
Vast infant, in his golden cradle lay,
Bidding endless ages run
And wreathe their giant heads in snows eternal
Gilt by each revplving sun ;
Though neither morning beam, nor noontide glare, 
In wintry sign or vernal,
Their adamantine strength impair \



I. 3.

Nor e’en the fiercest summer heat
Could thrill the palace, where their Monarch reign’d
On his frost-impearled seat,
(Such height had unremitted virtue gain’d !)
H im ala ya , to whom a lovely child,
Sweet P arvati ', sage Me n a  bore,
Who now, in earliest bloom, saw heav’n adore 
Her charms *, earth languish, till she smil’d.

II. 1.

But she to love no tribute paid *,
Great I s w a r a  her pious cares engag’d:
Him, who Gods and fiends dismay’d,
She sooth’d with ofFrings meek, when most he rag’d.
On a morn, when, edg’d with light,
The lake-born flow’rs their sapphire cups expanded 
Laughing at the scatter’d night,
A vale remote and silent pool she sought,
Smooth-footed, lotos-handed,
And braids of sacred blossoms wrought;

II. ?.

Not for her neck, which, unadorn’d,
Bade envying antelopes their beauties hide:
Art she knew not, or she scorn’d ;
Nor had her language e’en a name for pride.
To the God, who, fix’d in thought,
Sat in a crystal cave new worlds designing,
Softly sweet her gift she brought,
And spread the garland o’er his-shoulders broad,
Where serpents huge lay twining,
Whose hiss the round creation aw’d.
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II. 3.

He view’d, half-smiling, half-severe,
Yhe prostrate maid— I hat moment through the rocks 
He, who decks the purple year,
V as  a n t  a ,  vain of odoriProus locks,
With Ca 'ma, hors’d on infant breezes flew :
(Who knows not Ca'ma, nature’s king ?)
V asanta barb’d the shaft and fix’d the string;
T h e  living bow Candarpa drew.

HI. i.
Dire sacrilege ! The chosen reed,
That Smara pointed with transcendent art,
Glanc’d with unimagin’d speed,
A nd  ting’d its blooming barb in S iva’s h e a r t :
Glorious flow’r, in heav’n proclaim’d >
Rich Mcllica, with balmy breath delicious,
And on earth Nyctanthes nam’d !
Some drops divine, that o’er the lotos blue 
Trickled in rills auspicious,
Still mark it with a crimson hue.

III. 2.

Soon clos’d the wound its hallow’d lips;
But nature felt the pain: heav’n’s blazing eye 
Sank absorb’d in sad eclipse,
And meteors rare betray’d the trembling sky \
When a flame, to which compar’d
TJie keenest lightpings were but idle flashes,
From that orb all-piercing glar’d,
Which in the front of wrathful K ara rolls,
And soon to silver ashes 
Reduc’d th’ inflamer of our souls.
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IK. 3.

V asant, for thee a milder doom,
Accomplice rash., a thund’ring voice decreed :
‘ Withering live in joyless gloom,
* While ten gay signs the dancing seasons lead.
‘ Thy flow’rs, perennial once, now annual made,
* The Fish and Ram shall still adorn ;
< But, when the Bull has rear’d his golden horn,
* Shall, like yon idling rainbow, fade.*

IV. 1.

The thunder ceas’d ; the day return’d ;
But S iva from terrestrial haunts had fled:
Smit with rapt’rous lo\e he burn’d,
And sigh’d on gemrn’d Cciilasa s viewless head.
Lonely down the mountain steep,
W ith  flutt’ring heart, soft P arvati descended;
Nor in drops of nectar’d sleep
Drank solace through the night, but lay alarm’d,
Lest her mean gifts offended
The God her pow’rful beauty charm’d.

IV. 2.

All arts her sorr’wing damsels tried,
Her brow, where wrinkled anguish low’r’d, to smoothe, 
And, her troubled soul to soothe,
Sagacious M e ' n a / mild reproof applied ;
But nor art nor counsel sage,
Nor e’en her sacred parent’s tender chiding,
Could her only pain assuage :
The mountain drear she sought, in mantling shade 
Her tears and transports hiding,
And ofc to her adorer pray’d.
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IV. 3.

There on a crag, whose icy rift
Hurl’d night and horror o’er the pool profound,
That with madding eddy swift
Revengeful bark’d his rugged base around,
The beauteous hermit sat; but soon perceiv’d 
A Brahmen old before her stand,

• His rude staff quiv’ring in his wither’d hand, 
Who, falt’ring, ask’d for whom she griev’d.

V. 1.

* What graceful youth with accents mild,
€ Eyes like twin stars, and lips like early morn,
* Has thy pensive heart beguil’d ?’

No mortal youth,” she said with modest scorn,
<c E’er beguil’d my guiltless heart:
(C Him have I lost, who to these mountains hoary 
cc Bloom celestial could impart. 
w Thee I salute, thee ven’rate, thee deplore,
<c Dread S iva, source of glory,
t( Which on these rocks must gleam no more !’*

V. 2.

* Rare object of a damsel’s love,’
The wizard bold replied, c who, rude and wild,
€ Leaves eternal bliss above,
1 And roves o’er wastes where nature never smil’d, 
€ Mounted on his milkwhite bull I 
c Seek I n d r  a  with aerial bow victorious,
* Who from vases ever full
1 Quaffs love and nectar ; seek the festive hall,
1 Rich caves, and mansion glorious 
1 Of young Cuve'ra, lov’d by all j
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V. 3.

* But spurn that sullen wayward God,
( That three-ey’d monster, hideous, fierce, untam’d,
e Unattir’d, ill-girt, unshod------
“ Such fell impiety, the nymph exclaim’d, 
u Who speaks, must agonize } who hears, must die j 
“ Nor can this vital frame sustain 
u The pois’nous taint, that runs from vein to vein ;
“ Death may atone the blasphemy.”

VI. U

She spoke, and o’er the rifted rocks
Her lovely form with pious phrensy threw;
But beneath her floating locks
And waving robes a thousand breezes flew,
Knitting close their silky plumes,
And in mid-air a downy pillow spreading ;
Till, in clouds of rich perfumes 
Embalm’d, they bore her to a mystick wood \
Where streams of glory shedding,
The well-feign’d Brahmen, S iva stood.

VI. 2.

The rest, my song conceal:
Unhallow’d ears the sacrilege might rue.
Gods alone to Gods reveal
In what stupendous notes th’ immortals woo.
Straight the. sons of light prepar’d
The nuptial feast, heav’n’s opal gates unfolding,
Which th’ empyreal army shar’d ;
And sage H ima'laya shed blissful tears
With aged eyes beholding
His daughter empress of the spheres.
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VI. 3.

Whilst ev’ry lip with nectar glow’d,
The bridegroom blithe his transformation told :
Round the mirthful goblets flow’d,
And laughter free o’er plains of ether roll’d :
« Thee too, like V ishnu , said the blushing queen, 
c Soft M a'ya', guileful maid, attends \

' ( But in delight supreme the phantasm ends;
€ Love crown’s the visionary scene.’

VII. 1.

Then rose V r ih a spa ti, who reigns 
Beyond red M angala’s terrifick sphere,
W  and’ring o’er cerulean plains : j
His periods eloquent heav’n loves to hear 
Soft as dew on waking flow’rs.
He told, how T a 'raca with snaky legions, ]
Envious of supernal pow’rs,
Had menac’d long old M e ' ru’s golden head, )
And I ndra’s beaniing regions 
With desolation wild had spread :

VII. 2.

How, when the Gods to Br a h m a ' flew 
In routed squadrons, and his help implor’d ;

Sons, he said, from vengeance due 
fl The fiend must wield secure his fiery sword 
€C (Thusth’ unerring Will ordains),
“ Till from the Great Destroyer’s pure embraces,
<c Knit in love’s mysterious chains
cc With her, who, daughter to the mountain-king,
<c Yon snowy mansion graces,
“ C uma ra, warrior-child, shall spring *,
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VII. 3.
44 Who, bright in arms of heav’nly proof, 
t€ His crest a blazing star, his diamond mail 
44 Colour’d in the rainbow’s woof,
“ The rash invaders fiercely shall assail,
“  And, on a stately peacock borne, shall rush
‘ ‘ Against the dragons of the deep ;
cc Nor shall his thund’ring mace insatiate sleep,
€t Till their infernal chief it crush.’’

VIII. 1.
* The splendid host with solemn state
* (Still spoke th’ ethereal orator unblam’d) 
c Reason’d high in long debate;
1 Till, through my counsel provident, they claim’d 
4 Hapless Ca'ma’s potent aid : 
c At Indra’s wish appear’d the soul’s inflamer,
4 And, in vernal arms array’d,
4 Engag’d (ah, thoughtless!) in the bold emprise 
4 To tame wide nature’s tamer,
4 And soften Him, who shakes the skies.

VIII. 2.
' 4 See now the God, whom all ador’d,

4 An ashy heap, the jest of ev’ry gale !
4 Loss by heav’n and earth deplor’d !
4 For, love extinguish’d, earth and heav’n must fail.
4 M ark, how R e t i ' bears his urn,
4 And tow’rd her widow’d pile with piercing ditty 
4 Points the flames—ah, see it burn !
4 How ill the fun’ral with the feast agrees !
4 Come, love’s pale sister, pity;
4 Come, and the lover’s wrath appease.’

VOL. X I. S
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VIII. 3.
Tumultuous passions, whilst he spoke,
In heav’nly bosoms mix’d their bursting fire, 
Scorning frigid wisdom’s yoke,

* Disdain, revenge, devotion, hope, desire :
Then grief prevail’d, but pity won the prize.
Not S iva could the charm resist: 
c Rise, holy love !’ he said 5 and kiss’d 
The pearls, that gush’d from D urga^s eyes.

IX. 1 .
That instant through the blest abode,
His youthful charms renew’d, AnangA came :
High on em’rald plumes he rode 
With R etT  brighten’d by th’ eluded flame ;
Nor could young V asanta mourn 
(Officious friend !) his darling lord attending, 
Though of annual beauty shorn :
* Love-shafts enow one season shall supply,
* He menac’d unoffending,
c To rule the rulers of the sky/

IX. 2.

With shouts the boundless mansion rang ;
And, in sublime accord, the radiant quire
Strains of bridal rapture sang
With glowing conquest join’d and martial ire :
1 Spring to life, triumphant son,
‘ Hell s future dread, and heav’n’s eternal wonder ! 
‘ Helm and flaming habergeon 
i For thee, behold, immortal artists weave,
< And edge with keen blue thunder
* The blade, that shall th’ oppressor cleave/
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IX. 3.
O D urga ', thou hast deign’d to shield 
Man’s feeble virtue with celestial might,
Gliding from yon jasper field,
And, on a lion borne, hast brav’d the fight;
For, when the demon Vice thy realms defied,
And arm’d with death each arched horn,
Thy golden lance, O goddess mountain-born,
Touch but the pest—He roar’d and died;

*

S 2
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T H E  H Y M N

TO

B  H  A  V A' N  I .

W  HEN time was drown’d in sacred sleep,
And raven darkness brooded o’er the deep, 
Reposing on primeval pillows 
Of tossing billows,
The forms of animated nature lay;
Till o’er the wild abyss, where love 
Sat like a nestling dove,
From heav’n’s dun concave shot a golden ray.

Still brighter and more bright it stream’d,
Then, like a thousand suns, resistless gleam’d ; 
Whilst on the placid waters blooming,
The sky perfuming,
An op’ning Lotos rose, and smiling spread 
His azure skirts and vase of gold,
While o’er his foliage roll’d
Drops, that impearl B hava 'n i^s orient bed.

Mother of Gods, rich nature’s queen,
Thy genial fire emblaz’d the bursting scene;
For, on th’ expanded blossom sitting,
With sun-beams knitting
That mystick veil for ever unremov’d,
Thou badst the softly kindling flame 
Pervade this peopled frame,
And smiles, with blushes ting’d, the work approv’d,



Goddess, around thy radiant throne 
The scaly shoals in spangled vesture shone,
Some slowly through green waves advancing,
Some swiftly glancing,
As each thy mild mysterious pow’r impelled:
L’en ores and river-dragons felt 

‘Their iron bosoms melt
With scorching heat; for love the mightiest quell’d.

But straight ascending vapours rare 
O’ercanopied thy seat with lucid air,
While, through young I ndra’s new dominions 
Unnumber’d pinions
Mix’d with thy beams a thousand varying dyes,
Of birds or insects, who pursued
Their flying loves, or woo’d
Them yielding, and with musick fill’d the skies.

And now bedeck’d with sparkling isles 
Like rising stars, the watry desert smiles ;
Smooth plains by waving forests bounded,
With hillocks rounded,
Send forth a shaggy brood, who, frisking light 
In mingled flocks or faithful pairs,
Impart their tender cares :
All animals to love their kind invite.

Nor they alone: those vivid gems,
That dance and glitter on their leafy stems,
Thy voice inspires, thy bounty dresses,
Thy rapture blesses,
From yon tall palm, who, like a sunborn king,
His proud tiara spreads elate,
To those, who throng his gate,
Where purple chieftains vernal tribute bring.
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A gale so sweet o’er G ang a '  breathes,
That in soft smiles her graceful cheek she wreathes.
Mark, where her argent brow she raises,
And blushing gazes
On yon fresh Cetcica> whose am’rous flow’r 
Throws fragrance from his flaunting hair,
While with his blooming fair
He blends perfume, and multiplies the bow’r.

Thus, in one vast eternal gyre,
Compact or fluid shapes, instinct with fire,
Lead, as they dance, this gay creation,
Whose mild gradation
Of melting tints illudes the visual ray:
Dense earth in springing herbage lives,
Thence life and nurture gives 
To sentient forms, that sink again to clay.

\  e maids and youths on fruitful plains,
Where L acshm i' revels and B hava'n i' reigns,
Oh, haste ! oh, bring your flow’ry treasures,
To rapid measures
Tripping at eve these hallow’d banks along:
The pow’r, in yon dim shrines ador’d,
To primal waves restor’d,
With many a smiling race shall bless your song.
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A HYMN

TO

I  N D R A.



S.o many Allusions to Hindu Mythology occur in the 
following Ode, that it would be scarce intelligible 
without an explanatory introduction, which, on 
every account and on all occasions, appears pre
ferable to notes in the margin.

A distinct idea of the God, whom the poem ce
lebrates, may be collected from a passage in the 
ninth section of \A\eGitay where the sudden change 
oi measure has an effect similar to that of the finest 
modulation:

ic pimyamdsddya surendra locum 
asnanti divy an da videvabhogci;/, 
te tarn bhuciwa siucrgalocam visdlam 
cshinc punye inerty alb cam visant

“’These, having through virtue reached the man* 
cc sion of the king of Sura's, feast on the exquisite 
“ heavenly food of the Gods : they, who have en- 
“ joyed this lofty region of Swerga, but whose vir- 
“  tue js exhausted, revisit the habitation of mortals.” 

lx dr  a , therefore, or the King of Immortals, cor
responds with one of the ancient Jupiters (for se- 
veial of that name were worshipped in Europe), 
and particularly with Jupiter'tlie Conductor y whose 
attributes are so nobly described by the Platonick

V

Philosophers: one of his numerous titles is Dyu- 
peti^or, in the nominative case before certain letters, 
Dyupetir y w h i cli means th e Lord of Hecttcen, and se em s 
a more probable origin of the Hetruscan word than 
Juxans Pater; as Diespiter was, probably, not the
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Father, but the Lord, of Bay, He may be consi
dered as the J ove of E nnius in his memorable line:

* Aspice hoc sublime candens, quem invocant omnes Jovetn,’

where the poet clearly means the firmament, of 
which I n d r a  is the personification. He is the God 
of thunder and the five elements, with inferior Genii 
under his command ; and is conceived to govern 
the Eastern quarter of the world, but to preside, 
like the Genius or Agathodcemon of the Ancients,over 
the celestial bands, which are stationed on the sum
mit of M e'ru, or the North-pole, where he solaces 
the Gods with nectar and heavenly musick: hence, 
perhaps, the Hindus, who give evidence, and the 
magistrates, who hear it, are directed to stand front
ing the East or the North.

This imaginary mount is here feigned to have 
been seen in a vision at Varanasi, very im-

V

properly called Banaris, which takes its name 
from two rivulets, that embrace the city; and the 
bard, who was favoured with the sight, is supposed 
to have been Vya'sa, surnamed B7.0aipa.yana, or 
Divelling in an Island-, who, if he really composed 
the Gita, makes very flattering mention of himself 
in the tenth chapter. The plant Lata, which he 
describes weaving a net round the mountain Man- 
dara, is transported by a poetical liberty to Sumfau, 
which the great author of the Mahabhdrat has 
richly painted in four beautiful couplets : it is the 
generick name for a creeper, though represented
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here as a species, of which many elegant varieties 
are found in Asia.

The Genii named Cinnara's are the male 
dancers in Swerga, or the Heaven of I n d r a  ; and 
the Apsard’s are his dancing-girls, answering to 
thefairies of the P e r s i a n s , and to the damsels 
called in the K o r a n  hhurii'luyim, or with antelopes' 
eyes. For the story of Chitrarat'ha, the chief mu
sician of the Indian paradise, whose painted car was 
burned by A r j u n , and for that of Chaturdesaretna, 
or fourteen gems, as they are called, which were pro
duced by churning the ocean, the reader must be 
referred to Mr. W i l k i n s ’s learned annotations on 
his accurate version of the Bhaganadgitd. The 
fable of the pomegranate-flower is borrowed from 
the popular mythology of Nepal and Tibet.

In this poem the same form of stanza is repeated 
with variations, on a principle entirely new in mo
dern lyrick poetry, which on some future occasion 
may be fully explained.
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T H E  H Y M N .

ah! what glories yon blue vault emblaze? 
What living meteors from the zenith stream ?
Or hath a rapt’rous dream
Perplex d the isle-born bard in fiction’s maze ?
He wakes; he hears ; he views no fancied ray3.

J

Tis I n d r a  mounted on the sun’s bright beam \ 
And round him revels his empyreal train :
How rich their tints ! how sweet their strain !

Like shooting stars around his regal seat 
A veil of many-colour’d light they weave*
That eyes unholy would of sense bereave:
Their sparkling hands and lightly-tripping feet 
Tir d gales and panting clouds behind them leave# 
With love of song and sacred beauty smit 
The mystick dance they knit;
Pursuing, circling, whirling, twining, leading, 

•Now chasing, now receding;
Till the gay pageant from the sky descends 
On charm'd Sumeru, who with homage bends.

Hail, mountain of delight,
Palace of glory, bless’d by glory’s king !
With prosp’ring shade embow’r me, whilst I sing 
Thy wonders yet unreach’d by mortal flight.



Sky-piercing mountain! In thy bow’rs of love 
No tears are seen, save where medicinal stalks 
Weep drops balsamicko’er the silver’d walks;
No plaints are heard, save where the restless dove 
Of coy repulse and mild reluctance talks ;
Mantled inwoven gold, with gems enchas’d,
With em’rald hillocks grac’d,
From whose fresh laps in young fantastick mazes 
Soft crystal bounds and blazes 
Bathing the lithe convolvulus, that winds 
Obsequious, and each flaunting arbour binds.

When sapient B r a h m a ' this new world approv’d. 
On woody wings eight primal mountains mov’d ;
But I ndra m ark’d Sumeru for his own,
And motionless was ev’ry stone.

Dazzling the moon he rears his golden head:
Nor bards inspir’d, nor heav’n’s ail-perfect speech 
Less may unhallow’d rhyme his beauties teach,
Or paint the pavement which th’ immortals tread; 
Nor thought of man his awful height can reach :
Who sees it, maddens; who approaches, dies ;
For, with flame-darting eyes,
Around it roll a thousand sleepless dragons;
While from their diamond flagons 
The feasting Gods exhaustless nectar sip,
Which glows and sparkles on each fragrant lip.

This feast, in mem’ry of the churned wave 
Great I ndra gave, when Amrit first was won 
From impious demons, who to Mayas eyes 
Resign’d the prize, and rued the fight begun,

o  o
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Now, while each ardent Cinnard persuades 
The soft-ey’d Apscira to break the dance,
And leads her loth, yet with love-beaming glance,
To banks of marjoram and Champac shades,
Celestial Genii tow’rd their king advance
(So call’d by men, in heav’n Gcindharva s nam’d)
For matchless musick fam’d.
Soon, where the bands in lucid rows assemble,
Flutes breathe, and citherns tremble ;
Till Ch it r a r a t h a  sings—His painted car,
Yet unconsum’d, gleams like an orient star.

Hush’d was ev’ry breezy pinion,
Ev’ry stream his fall suspended :
Silence reign’d \ whose sole dominion 
Soon was rais’d, but soon was ended.

He sings, how 4 whilom from the troubled main 
4 The sov’reign elephant Airavan sprang;
4 The breathing shell, that peals of conquest rang;
4 The parent cow, whom none implores in vain ;
4 The milkwhite steed, the bow with deaf’ning clang ; 
f The Goddesses of beauty, wealth, and wine \
4 Flow’rs, that unfading shine,
4 N a'ra 'yan’s gem, the moonlight’s tender languish \
4 Blue venom, source of anguish •,
4 The solemn leech, slow-moving o’er the strand,
4 A vase of long-sought Amrit in his hand.

4 To soften human ills dread S iva drank 
4 The pois’nous flood, that stain’d his azure neck ;
4 The rest thy mansions deck,
‘ High Swergay stor’d in many a blazing rank.
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c Thou, God of thunder, satst on Meru thron d,
* Cloud-riding, mountain-piercing, thousand-ey d,
< W ith young P uix/ maja , thy blooming bride,
< Whilst air and skies thy boundless empire own’d $
< H ail,Dyupetir, dismay to B a la ’s pride!
* O r speaks P urander  best thy martial fame,
« Or Sacra, mystick name ?
< With various praise in odes and hallow’d story
< Sweet bards shall hymn thy glory.
< Thou, V a 'sava, from this unm easur’d heigh t
6 Shedst pearl, shedst odours o’er the sons of light !*

The Genius rested; for his pow’rful art 
Had swell’d the monarch’s heart with ardour vain,
That threaten’d rash disdain, and seem’d to low’r 
On Gods of loftier pow’r and ampler reign.

He smil’d; and, warbling in a softer mode,
Sang, ‘ the red lightening, hail, and whelming rain
* O’er Gocul green and Vraja s nymph-lov’d plain 
4 By I ndiia hurl’d, whose altars ne’er had glow’d, 
c Since infant C r ish n a  rul’d the rustick train
4 Now thrill’d with terrour—Them the heav’nly child 
r Call’d, and with looks ambrosial smil’d,
4 Then with one finger rear’d the vast Goverdhcn,
4 Beneath whose rocky burden 
4 On pastures dry the maids and herdsmen trod : 
c The Lord of thunder felt a mightier God !5

What furies potent modulation soothes!
E’en the dilated heart of I ndra shrinks:
His ruffled brow he smoothes,
His lance half-rais’d with listless languor sinks.
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A sweeter strain the sage musician chose :
He told, how 4 S ach i, soft as morning light,
4 Blythe S a c h i, from her Lord I ndra ' n i ' Light,
4 When through clear skies their car ethereal rose,
4 Fix’d on a garden trim her wandering sight,
4 Where gay pomegranates, fresh with early dew,
4 Vaunted their blossoms new :
44 Oh ! pluck, she said, yon gems, which nature dresses 
44 To grace my darker tresses.”
4 In form a shepherd’s boy, a God in soul,
4 Fie hasten’d, and the bloomy treasure stole.

1 The reckless peasant, who those glowing flow’rs,
4 Flopeful of rubied fruit, had foster’d long,
4 Seiz’d and with cordage strong 
4 Shackled the God, who gave him show’rs.

4 Straight from sev’n winds immortal Genii flew,
4 Green Varunay whom foamy waves obey,
4 Bright Vahni flaming like the lamp of day,
4 Cuvera sought by all, enjoyed by few,
4 Marat, who bids the winged breezes play,
4 Stern Tama, ruthless judge, and Isa cold 
4 With Nairrit mildly bold :
4 They with the ruddy flash, that points his thunder,
4 Rend his vain bands asunder.
4 Th’ exulting God resumes his thousand eyes,
4 Four arms divine, and robes of changing dyes.’

Soft memory retrac’d the youthful scene :
The thund’rer yielded to resistless charms,
Then smil’d enamour’d on his blushing queen,
And melted in her arms.
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Such was the vision, which, on Varan s breast 
Or As} pure with offer’d blossoms fill’d,
D w a ipa 'yan slumb’ring saw5 (thus N a 'red  will’d)
For waking eye such glory never bless’d,
Nor waking ear such musick ever thrill’d.
It vanish’d with light sleep : he, rising, prais’d 
The guarded mount high-raised,
And pray’d the thund’ring pow’r, that sheafy treasures, 
Mild show’rs and vernal pleasures,
The lab’ring youth in mead and vale might cheer,
And cherish’d herdsmen bless th’ abundant year.

Thee, darter of the swift blue bolt, he sang; 
Sprinkler of genial dews and fruitful rains 
O’er hills and thirsty plains !
6 When through the waves of war thy charger sprang,
* Each rock rebellow’d and each forest rang,
1 Till vanquish’d Asurs felt avenging pains.
c Send o’er their seats the snake, that never dies,
* But waft the virtuous to thy skies!’
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THE ARGUMENT.

A PLAUSIBLE opinion has been entertained by 
learned men, that the principal source of idolatry 
among the ancients was their enthusiastick admira
tion of the Sun; and that, when the primitive reli
gion of mankind was lost amid the distractions 
of establishing regal government, or neglected 
amid the allurements of vice, they ascribed to the 
great visible luminary, or to the wonderful fluid, of 
which it is the general reservoir, those powers of per
vading all space and animating all nature, which 
their wiser ancestors had attributed to one eternal 
M ind , by whom the substance of fire had been 
created as an inanimate and secondary cause of na
tural phenomena. The Mythology of the East 
confirms this opinion; and it is probable, that the 
triple Divinity of the Hindus was originally no more 
than a personification of the Sun, whom they call 
Treyitenu, or Three-bodied, in his triple capacity of 
producing forms by his genial heat, preserving them 
by his light, or destroying them by the concentrated 
force of his igneous matter: this, with the wilder 
conceit of a jemale pozver united with the Godhead* 
and ruling nature by his authority, will account 
for nearly the whole system of Egyptian, Indian, 
and Grecian polytheism, distinguished from the 
sublime Theology of the Philosophers, whose un
derstandings were too strong to admit the popu
lar belief, but whose influence was too weak to re
form it.



S u'r y a , the P hoebus of European heathens, has 
near fifty names or epithets in the Sanscrit lan
guage ; most of which, or at least the meanings of 
them, are introduced in the following Ode; and 
every image, that seemed capable of poetical orna
ment, has been selected from books of the highest 
authority among the Hindus: the title Area is very 
singular; and it is remarkable, that the Tibetians 
represent the Sun’s car in the form of a boat.

It will be necessary to explain a few other parti
culars of the Hindu Mythology, to which allusions 
are made in the poem. Soma, or the Moon, is a 
male Deity in the Indian system, as Mona was, I 
believe, among the Saxons, and Lunus among some 
of the nations, who settled in Italy : his titles also, 
with one or two of the ancient fables, to which they 
refer, are exhibited in the second stanza. Most of 
the Lunar via?isions are believed to be the daughters 
of Casyapa, the first production of Bralwias head, 
and from their names are derived those of the twelve 
months, who are here feigned to have married as 
many constellations : this primeval Brahman and 
Finatd. are also supposed to have been the parents 
of Arun, the charioteer of the Sun, and of the bird 
Garuda, the eagle of the great Indian J ove, one of 
whose epithets is Mcidham.

After this explanation the Hymn will have few 
or no difficulties, especially if the reader has pe
rused and studied the Bhagcwadgita, with which 
our literature has been lately enriched, and the fine 
episode from the Mahdbhdrat, on the production
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of the /lmrita, which seems to be almost wholly 
astronomical, but abounds with poetical beauties. 
Let the following description of the demon Rahu5 
decapitated by Naraya?i, be compared with similar 
passages in Hesiod and Milton :

tack cK hall a sringapr ail ma n cLviavasya siro mahat 
chacrach' hlnnam c hamutpatya nenaditi bhayancaram, 
tat cabandhain pepatasya visp’burad dharanitale 
sapervaia'i'anad'iv'ipan daltyasydcampayanmakim.
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THE HYMN.

F o u n t a in  of living light,
That o’er all nature streams,
Of this vast microcosm both nerve and soul i 
Whose swift and subtil beams,
Eluding mortal sight,
Pervade, attract, sustain th’ effulgent whole,
Unite, impel, dilate, calcine,
Give to gold its weight and blaze,
Dart from the diamond many-tinted rays,
Condense, protrude, transform, concoct, refine 
The sparkling daughters of the mine;
Lord of the lotos, father, friend, and king,
O Sun, thy pow’rs I sing:
Thy substance Indra with his heav’nly bands 
Nor sings nor understands;
Nor e’en the Vedas three to man explain
Thy mystick orb triform, though Brahrtih tun’d the strain*

Thou, nectar-beaming Moon,
Regent of dewy night,
From yon black roe, that in thy bosom sleeps, 
Fawn-spotted Sasin hight;
Wilt thou desert so soon
Thy night-flow’rs pale, whom liquid odour steeps,



And Oshadh?s transcendent beam 
Burning in the darkest glade ?
Will no lov’d name thy gentle mind persuade 
Yet one short hour to shed thy cooling stream ?
But ah ! we court a passing dream :
Our pray’r nor Indu nor Himansu hears ;
He fades \ he disappears—
E’en Casyapas gay daughters twinkling die,
And silence lulls the sky,
Till Ghatacs twitter from the moving brake,
And sandal-breathing gales on beds of ether wake.

Burst into song, ye spheres ;
A greater light proclaim,
And hymn, concentrick orbs, with sev'nfold chime 
The God with many a name ;
Nor let unhallow’d ears
Drink life and rapture from your charm sublime *
4 Our bosoms, Aryama> inspire,
4 Gem of heav’n, and flow’r of day,
4 Vivaswat, lancer of the golden ray,
4 Divacara, pure source of holy fire,
€ Victorious Rama s fervid sire,
* Dread child of Aditi, Martunda bless’d,
4 Or Sura be address’d,
* Ravi, or Mihira, or Bhanu bold, 
f Or Area, title old,
c Or Hendaswa drawn by green-hair’d steeds*
4 Or Carmasacshi keen, attesting secret deeds*

* What fiend, what monster fierce 
c E’er durst thy throne invade ?
4 Malignant Rdhu. Him thy wakeful sight,
4 That could the deepest shade 
4 Of snaky Name pierce,
* Mark’d quaffing nectar *, when by magick sleight
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* A Sura s lovely form he wore,
4 Rob’d in light, with lotos crown'd,
4 What time th’ immortals peerless treasures found 
4 On the churn’d Ocean’s gem-bespangled shore,
4 And Mandar*s load the tortoise bore :
4 Thy voice reveal’d the daring sacrilege;
4 Then, by the deathful edge
4 Of bright Sudersan cleft, his dragon head
4 Dismay and horror spread
4 Kicking the skies, and struggling to impair
4 The radiance of thy robes, and stain thy golden hair.

* With smiles of stern disdain 
4 Thou, sov’reign victor, seest
* His impious rage : soon from the mad assault 
4 Thy coursers fly releas’d ;
4 Then toss each verdant mane,
4 And gallop o’er the smooth aerial vault;
* Whilst in charm’d QocuFs od’rous vale 
4 Blue-ey d Yamuna descends
4 Exulting, and her tripping tide suspends,
4 The triumph of her mighty sire to hail;
4 So must they fall, who Gods assail!
4 For now the demon rues his rash emprise,
4 Yet, bellowing blasphemies
4 With pois’nous throat, for horrid vengeance thirsts,
4 And oft with tempest bursts,
4 As oft repell’d he groans in fiery chains,
4 And o’er the realms of day unvanquish’d Surxa reigns.’

Ye clouds, in wavy wreathes 
Your dusky van unfold;
O’er dimpled sands, ye surges, gently flow,
With sapphires edg’d and gold !
Loose-tressed morning breathes,
And spreads her blushes with expansive glow;
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But chiefly where heav’n’s op’ning eye 
Sparkles at her saffron gate,
How rich, how regal in his orient state !
Erelong he shall emblaze th’ unbounded sky:
The fiends of darkness yelling fly *,
While birds of liveliest note and lightest wing 
The rising daystar sing,
Who skirts th* horizon with a blazing line 
Of topazes divine;
E’en, in their prelude, brighter and more bright, 
Flames the red east, and pours insufferable light*.

First o’er blue hills appear,
With many an agate hoof
And pasterns fring’d with pearl, sev’n coursers green % 
Nor boasts yon arched woof,
That girds the show’ry sphere,
Such keav’n-spun threads of colour’d light serene,
As tinge the reins, which Arun guides,
Glowing with immortal grace,
Young Arun, loveliest of Vinatian race,
Though younger He, whom Madhava bestrides, 
When high on eagle-plumes he rides:
But oh ! what pencil of a living star 
Could paint that gorgeous car,
In which, as in jn  ark supremely bright,
The lord of boundless light 
Ascending calm o’er th’ empyrean sails,
And with ten thousand beams his awful beauty veils*

Behind the glowing wheels 
Six jocund seasons dance,
A radiant month in each quick-shifting hand ; 
Alternate they advance,
While buxom nature feels
The grateful changes of the frolick band:

* See Gr a y ’s Letters, p. 382, 4to, and the note.
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Each month a constellation fair 
Knit in youthful wedlock holds,
And o’er each bed a varied sun unfolds,
Lest one vast blaze our visual force impair,
A canopy of woven air.
Vasanta blythe with many a laughing flowV 
Decks his Candarpcis bow’r ;
The drooping pastures thirsty Grishma dries,
Till Vershh bids them rise ;
Then Sarat with full sheaves the champaign fills,
Which Sisira bedews, and stern Hemanta chills.

Mark, how the all-kindling orb 
Meridian glory gains !
Round Mends breathing zone he winds oblique 
O’er pure cerulean plains :
His jealous flames absorb
All meaner lights, and unresisted strike
The world with rapt’rous joy and dread.
Ocean, smit with melting pain,
Shrinks, and the fiercest monster of the main 
Mantles in caves profound his tusky head 
With sea-weeds dank and coral spread :
Less can mild earth and her green daughters bear 
The noon’s wide-wasting glare;
To rocks the panther creeps; to woody night 
The vulture steals his flight;
E’en cold cameleons pant in thickets dun,
And o’er the burning grit th’ unwinged locusts run !

But when thy foaming steeds 
Descend with rapid pace 
Thy fervent axle hast’ning to allay,
What majesty, what grace
Dart o’er the western meads
From thy relenting eye their blended ray!
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Soon may th’ undazzled sense behold 
Rich as Vis hnu s diadem,
Or Amrit sparkling in an azure gem,
Thy horizontal globe of molten gold,
Which pearl’d and rubied clouds infold,

• It sinks 5 and myriads of diffusive dyes 
Stream o'er the tissued skies,
Till Soma smiles, attracted by the song 
Of many a plumed throng
In groves, meads, vales ; and, whilst he glides above,
Each bush and dancing bough quaff* harmony and love.

Then roves thy poet free,
Who with no borrow'd art
Dares hymn thy pow’r, and durst provoke thy blaze,
But felt thy thrilling dart;
And now, on lowly knee,
From him, who gave the wound, the balsam prays.
Herbs, that assuage the fever’s pain,
Scatter from thy rolling car,
Cull’d by sage Aswin and divine Cumar ;
And, if they ask, “ What mortal pours the strain ?’*
Say (for thou seest earth, air, and main)
Say: “ From the bosom of yon silver isle, 
i( Where skies more softly smile,
4t He came •, and, lisping our celestial tongue, 
u Though not from Brahma sprung,
“ Draws orient knowledge from its fountains pure, 
f< Through caves obstructed long,and paths too long obscure.”

Yes ; though the Sanscrit song 
Be strown with fancy's wreathes,
And emblems rich, beyond low thoughts refin’d,
Yet heav’nlv truth it breathesj

With attestation strong,
That, loftier than thy sphere, th’ Eternal Mind,
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Unmov’d, unrival’d, undefil’d,
Reigns with providence benign:
He still’d the rude abyss, and bade it shine 
(Whilst Sapience with approving aspect mild'
Saw the stupendous work, and smil’d );
Next thee, his flaming minister, bade rise 
O’ er young and wondering skies.
Since thou, great orb, with all-enlight’ning ray 
Rulest the golden day,
H ow far more glorious He, who said serene,
Be, and thou ivast—Himself unform’d, unchang’d, unseen!
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M OST of the allusions to In d ia n  Geography and Mythology, which,
* occur  in the  following Ode to  the Goddess  of  Abundance ,  have been 

explained on former occasions ; and the rest are sufficiently clear. 
L a c s h m i ', o r  S r i ', the C er es  o f  I n d ia , is the  p r e s e r v in g  p o w e r  o f  
nature,  or, in the language o f  allegory,  the  consort  o f  V i s h n u  or  
H e r i , a personification o f  the  divine goodness ; and her  origin is 
variously deduced in the several P a r a n a ’s , as we might expect from 
a system wholly figurative and emblematical . Some represent her 
as the  daughter  of  B h r i g u , a son of B r a h m a ' ;  b u t ,  in the  M d r -  

ca n d eya  P u r a n , the  b id ia n  Is i s ,  o r  N a tu r e , is said to  have assumed 
three  transcendent forms, according to  her three  g u n a ’s or  q u a litie s , 
and,  in each of  them ,  to have produced a pair  of  divinities, B r a h m a  
and L a c s h m i ', M a h e 'sa and S e r e s w a t i ', V i s h n u  and  C a 'l i ' ;  
after whose intermarriage,  B r a h m a ' and S e r e s w a t i ' fo rmed t h e  
mundane  Egg,  which M a h e ' sa and C a' l i ' divided in to  halves ; and 
V i s h n u  together with L a s c  h m i ' preserved it from destruct ion ; 
a third story supposes her to  have sprung from the S ea  o f  m ilk y  when 
it was churned on the  second incarnation of  H er i , who is often painted 
reclining on the  serpent A n a n t  a , the  emblem of  e tern i ty ;  and this 
fable, whatever may be the meaning of  it, has been chosen as the  mos t  
poetical.  T h e  o ther  names of  S k i ', o r  P r o s p e r i ty , are I I e r i p r i y a ', 
P e d m a ' l a y a ', or  P e d m a ', and C a m a l a  ; the  first implying the  
wife of V i s h n u , and the rest derived from the  names o f  the  
Lotos.  As to  the  tale of S u d a ' m a n , whose -wealth is proverbial  
among the H in d u s , it is rela ted at  considerable length in th e  B h d - 
g a v a t , or  great  P u r lin  on the  Achievements of  C ri s p i n  a : the  B r a h 

m en , who read it wi th me, was frequently  s topped  by his tears. W e  
may be inclined perhaps to think,  tha t  the  wild fables o f  idolaters are 
no t  worth  knowing, and that  we may be satisfied w i th  mispending 
our  t ime in learning the Pagan Theo logy  of  old G reece and R o m e  ; b u t  
we must  consider,  tha t  the  allegories contained in the H ym n to  
L a c s h m i ' const i tute  a t  this moment  the  prevailing religion of  a most 
extensive and celebrated Empire ,  and are devoutly believed by  many  
millions, whose industry  adds to  the  revenue of  B r i t a i n , and whose 
manners,  which are interwoven w i th  their  religious opinions,  nearly 
affect all E u ro p e a n s , who reside among them.
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TH E HYMN.

DAUGHTER of Ocean and primeval Night,
Who, fed with moonbeams dropping silver dew,
And cradled in a wild wave dancing light,
Saw’st with a smile new shores and creatures new, 
Thee, Goddess, I salute ; thy gifts I sing,

And, not with idle wing,
Soar from this fragrant bow’r through tepid skies,
Ere yet the steeds of noon’s effulgent king
Shake their green manes and blaze with rubied eyes :
Hence, floating o’er the smooth expanse of day,

Thy bounties I survey,
See through man’s oval realm thy charms display’d, 
See clouds, air, earth, performing thy behest,
Plains by soft show’rs, thy tripping handmaids, dress’d, 
And fruitful woods, in gold and gems array d, 

Spangling the mingled shade ;
While autumn boon his yellow ensign rears,
And stores the world’s true wealth in rip’ning ears.

But most that central tract thy smile adorns, 
Which old Him a la clips with fost’ring arms,
As with a wexing moon’s half-circling horns,
And shields from bandits fell, or worse alarms 
O f  Tatar horse from Yuna?i late subdued,

Or Bactrian bowmen rude;
U 2



Snow-crown’d Himala, whence, with wavy wings 
Far spread, as falcons o’er their nestlings brood,
Fam’d Brahmaputra joy and verdure brings,

• And Sindhus five-arm’d flood from Caskghar hastes,
To cheer the rocky wastes,

Through western this and that through orient plains ; 
While bluish Yamuna between them streams,
And Ganga pure with sunny radiance gleams,
Till Van), whom a russet ochre stains,

Their destin’d confluence gains :
Then flows, in mazy knot the triple pow’r 
O’er laughing Magadh and the vales of Gour.

Not long inswath’d the sacred infant lay 
(Celestial forms full soon their prime attain):
Her eyes, oft darted o’er the liquid way,
With golden light emblaz’d the darkling main ;
And those firm breasts, whence all our comforts well,

Rose with enchanting swell *,
Her loose hair with the bounding billows play’d,
And caught in charming toils each pearly shell,
That idling through the surgy forest stray’d \
When ocean suffer’d a portentous change,

Toss’d with convulsion strange j 
For lofty Mandar from his base was torn,
With streams, rocks, woods, by God and Demons whirl’d, 
While round his craggy sides the mad spray curl’d,
Huge mountain, by the passive Tortoise borne:

Then sole, but not forlorn,
Shipp’d in a flow’r, that balmy sweets exhal’d,
O ’er waves o f dulcet cream P edm ala ' sail’d.

So name the Goddess from her Lotos blue,
Or C am ala7, if more auspicious deem’d :
With many-petal’d wings the blossom flew,
And from the mount a flutt’ring sea-bird seem’d,

292 A HYMN TO LACSHMI'.



Till on the shore it stopp’d, the heav’n-lov’d shore,
Bright with unvalued store 

Of gems marine by mirthful Indra won ;
But she, (what brighter gem had shone before ?)
No bride for old M aW cha’s frolick son,
On azure H eri fix’d her prosp’ring eyes:

Love bade the bridegroom rise ;
Straight o’er the deep, then dimpling smooth, he rush’d ; 
And tow’rd th’ unmeasur’d snake, stupendous bed,
The world’s great mother, riot reluctant, led :
All nature glow’d, whene’er she smil’d or blush’d ;

The king of serpents hush’d 
His thousand heads, where diamond mirrors blaz’d,
That multiplied her image, as he gaz’d.

Thus multiplied, thus wedded, they pervade,
In varying myriads of ethereal forms,
This pendent Egg by dovelike M a y a ' laid,
And quell M ahe 'sa’s ire, when most it storms;
Ride on keen lightning and disarm its flash,

Or bid loud surges lash
T h impassive rock, and leave the rolling barque 
With oars unshatter’d milder seas to dash;
And oft, as man’s unnumber’d woes they mark,
They spring to birth in some high-favour’d line,

Half human, half divine,
And tread life’s maze transfigur’d, unimpair’d :
As when, through blest Vrindavat?s od’rous grove,
They deign’d with hinds and village girls to rove,
And myrth or toil in field or dairy shar’d,

As lowly rusticks far’d :
Blythe RADHA/ she, with speaking eyes, was nam’d,
He Crishna , lov’d in youth, in manhood fam’d.
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Though long in Mathura with milkmaids bred, 
Each bush attuning with his past’ral flute, 
A manda’s holy steers the Herdsman fed,
His nobler mind aspir’d to nobler fruit:
The fiercest monsters of each brake or wood 

His youthful arm w ithstood,
* And from the rank mire of the stagnant lake 

Drew' the crush’d serpent with ensanguin’d hood; 
Then, worse than rav’ning beast or tennv snake,
A ruthless king his pond’rous mace laid low,

And heav’n approv’d the blow :
No more in bow’r or wattled cabin pent,
By rills he scorn’d and flow’ry banks to dwell y 
His pipe lay tuneless, and his wreathy shell 
With martial clangor hills and forests ren t;

On crimson wars intent
He sway’d high Dwaraca, that fronts the mouth 
Of gulfy Sindhu from the burning south.

A Brahmen young, who, when the heav’nly boy 
In Vraj a green and scented Gocul play’d,
Partook each transient care, each flitting joy,
And hand in hand through dale or thicket stray’d, 
By fortune sever’d from the blissful seat,

Had sought a lone retreat;
Where in a costless hut sad hours he pass’d,
Its mean thatch pervious to the daystar’s heat,
And fenceless from night’s dew or pinching blast: 
Firm virtue he possess’d and vig’rous health,

But they were all his wealth.
Suda m a n  was he nam’d ; and many a year 
(If glowing song can life and honour give)
From sun to sun his honour’d name shall live :
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Oft strove his consort wise their gloom to cheer,
And hide the stealing tear ;

But all her thrift could scarce each eve afford 
The needful sprinkling of their scanty board.

Now Fame, who rides on sunbeams, and conveys 
To woods and antres deep her spreading gleam,
Illumin’d earth and lieav’n with C r i s h n a ’s praise :
Each forest echoed loud the joyous theme,
But keener joy Suda 'm a n ’s bosom thrill’d,

And tears ecstatick rill’d : 
cc My friend, he cried, is monarch of the skies !”
Then counsell’d she, who nought unseemly will’d :
“ Oh ! haste; oh ! seek the God with lotos eyes;
<c The pow’r, that stoops to soften human pain, 

cc None e’er implor’d in vain.
To Dwjracas rich tow’rs the pilgrim sped,
Though bashful penury his hope depress’d ;
A tatter’d cincture was his only vest,
And o’er his weaker shoulder loosely spread 

Floated the mystick thread :
Secure from scorn the crowded paths he trode 
Through yielding ranks, and hail’d the Shepherd God.

<c Friend of my childhood, lov’d in riper age,
“ A dearer guest these mansions never grac’d :
<c O meek in social hours, in council sage !”
So spake the Warriour, and his neck embrac’d ;
And e’en the Goddess left her golden seat 

Her lord’s compeer to greet:
He charm’d, but prostrate on the hallow’d floor,
Their purfled vestment kiss’d and radiant feet;
Then from a small fresh leaf, a borrow’d store
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(Such off’rings e'en to mortal kings are due)
Of modest rice he drew.

Some proffer'd grains the soft-ey’d Hero ate,
And more had eaten, but, with placid mien,
Bright R ucm inA (thus name th' all-bounteous Queen) 
Exclaim’d : “ Ah, hold ! enough for mortal state !” 

Then grave on themes elate 
Discoursing, or on past adventures gay,

• They clos'd with converse mild the rapt’rous day.

At smile of dawn dismiss’d, ungifted, home 
The hermit plodded, till sublimely rais’d 
On granite columns many a sumptuous dome 
He view’d, and many a spire, that richly blaz’d,
And seem’d, impurpled by the blush of morn,

The lowlier plains to scorn 
Imperious: they, with conscious worth serene, 
Laugh’d at vain pride, and bade new gems adorn 
Each rising shrub, that clad them. Lovely scene 
And more than human ! His astonish’d sight 

Drank deep the strange delight;
He saw brisk fountains dance, crisp riv’ lets wind 
O'er borders trim, and round inwoven bow’rs,
Where sportive creepers, threading ruby flow’rs 
On em’rald stalks, each vernal arch intwin’d. 

Luxuriant though confin’d j 
And heard sweet-breathing gales in whispers tell 
From what young bloom they sipp’d their spicy smell,

Soon from the palace-gate in broad array 
A maiden legion, touching tuneful strings, 
Descending strow’d with flow’rs the brighten’d way, 
And straight, their jocund van in equal wings

/
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Unfolding, in their vacant centre show’d
Their chief, whose vesture glow’d 

"With carbuncles and smiling pearls atween ;
And o’er her head a veil translucent flow’d,
Which, dropping light, disclos’d a beauteous queen,
Who, breathing love, and swift with timid grace,

Sprang to her lord’s embrace 
With ardent greeting and sweet blandishment;
His were the marble tow’rs, th’ officious train,
The gems unequal’d and the large domain :
When bursting joy its rapid stream had spent,

The stores, which heav’n had lent,
He spread unsparing, unattach’d employ’d,
With meekness view’d, with temp’rate bliss enjoy’d.

Such were thy gifts, P edma'la', such thy pow’r !
For, when thy smile irradiates yon blue fields,
Observant Indra sheds the genial bhow’r,
And pregnant earth her springing tribute yields 
Of spiry blades, that clothe the champaign dank,

Or skirt the verd’rons bank,
That in th’ o’erflowing rill allays his thirst:
Then, rising gay in many a waving rank,
The stalks redundant into laughter burst;
The rivers broad, like busy should’ring bands,

Clap their applauding hands ;
The marish dances and the forest sings;
The vaunting trees their bloomy banners rear;
And shouting hills proclaim th’ abundant year,
That food to herds, to herdsmen plenty brings,

And wealth to guardian kings.
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Shall man unthankful riot on thy stores ?
J

Ah, no ! he bends, he blesses, he adores.

But, when his vices rank thy frown excite,
Excessive show’rs the plains and valleys drench,
Or warping insects heath and coppice blight,
Or drought unceasing, which no streams can quench, 
T he germin shrivels or contracts the shoot,

Or burns the wasted root:
Then fade the groves with gather’d crust imbrown’d, 

The hills lie gasping, and the woods are mute,
Low sink the riv’lets from the yawning ground ;
Till Famine gaunt her screaming pack lets slip,

And shakes her scorpion whip ;
Dire forms of death spread havock, as she flies,
Pain at her skirts and Mis’ry by her side.
And jabb’ring spectres o’er her traces glide;
The mother clasps her babe, with livid eyes,

Then, faintly shrieking, dies :
Pie drops expiring, or but lives to feel 
The vultures bick’ring for their horrid meal.

From ills, that, painted, harrow up the breast,
(What agonies, if real, must they give !)
Preserve thy vot’ries : be their labours blest!
O h ! bid the patient Hindu rise and live.
His erring mind, that wizard lore beguiles 

Clouded by priestly wiles,
To senseless nature bows for nature’s G od.
Now, stretch’d o’er ocean’s vast from happier isles,
He sees the wand of empire, not the rod:
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Ah, may those beams, that western skies illume,
Disperse th’ unholy gloom !

Meanwhile may laws, by myriads long rever’d,
Their strife appease, their gentler claims decide.;
So shall their victors, mild with virtuous pride,
To many a cherish’d grateful race endear’d,

With temper’d love be fear’d :
Though mists profane obscure their narrow ken,
They err, yet feel; though pagans, they are men.
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THE ARGUMENT.

A  C O M P L E T E  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g *  

O d e  w o u l d  b e  n o  l e s s  t h a n  a  f u l l  c o m m e n t  o n  t h e  

Vayds and Pura'ns o f  t h e  H indus, t h e  r e m a i n s  

o f  Egyptian a n d  Persian T h e o l o g y ,  a n d  t h e  t e n e t s  

o f  t h e  Ionick a n d  Italick S c h o o l s ;  b u t  t h i s  is  n o t  t h e  

p l a c e  f o r  s o  v a s t  a  d i s q u i s i t i o n .  I t  w i l l  b e  s u f f i c i e n t  

h e r e  t o  p r e m i s e ,  t h a t  t h e  i n e x t r i c a b l e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  

a t t e n d i n g  t h e  vulgar notion o f  material substances, 
c o n c e r n i n g  w h i c h

ft "We know this only, that we nothing know/*

i n d u c e d  m a n y  o f  t h e  w i s e s t  a m o n g  t h e  A n c i e n t s ,  a n d  

s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  e n l i g h t e n e d  a m o n g  t h e  M o d e m s ,  t o  

b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  t h e  w h o l e  C r e a t i o n  w a s  r a t h e r  a n  energy 
t h a n  a  work, b y  w h i c h  t h e  I n f i n i t e  l i e i n g ,  w h o  is  

p r e s e n t  a t  a l l  t i m e s  i n  a l l  p l a c e s ,  e x h i b i t s  t o  t h e  

m i n d s  o f  h i s  c r e a t u r e s  a  s e t  o f  p e r c e p t i o n s ,  l i k e  a  

w o n d e r f u l  p i c t u r e  o r  p i e c e  o f  m u s i e k ,  a l w a y s  v a r i e d ,  

y e t  a l w a y s  u n i f o r m ; s o  t h a t  a l l  b o d i e s  a n d  t h e i r  

q u a l i t i e s  e x i s t ,  i n d e e d ,  t o  e v e r y  w i s e  a n d  u s e f u l  

p u r p o s e ,  b u t  e x i s t  o n l y  a s  f a r  t h e y  a r e  perceived; a  

t h e o r y  n o  l e s s  p i o u s  t h a n  s u b l i m e ,  a n d  a s  d i f f e r e n t  

f r o m  a n y  p r i n c i p l e  o f  A t h e i s m ,  a s  t h e  b r i g h t e s t  

s u n s h i n e  d i f f e r s  f r o m  t h e  b l a c k e s t  m i d n i g h t .  T h i s  

illusive operation o f  t h e  D e i t y  t h e  Hindu p h i l o s o p h e r s  

call* Ma ya j  o r  Deception 5 a n d  t h e  word o c c u r s  i n
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this sense more than once in the commentary on 
the Rig Vayd., by the great Vasishtha, of which 
Mr. H alhed has given ns an admirable spe
cimen.

T h e  first s t a n z a  o f  t h e  H y m n  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  s u b -  

l i m e s t  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  t h e  S u p r e m e  B e i n s \  a n d  t h e  

t h r e e  f o r m s ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  m o s t  c l e a r l y  a p p e a r  t o  

u s ,  Power, Wisdom, a n d  Goodness, o r ,  i n  t h e  l a n 

g u a g e  o f  Orpheus a n d  h i s  d i s c i p l e s ,  Love: t h e  

second c o m p r i s e s  t h e  Indian a n d  Egyptian d o c t r i n e  

o f  t h e  D i v i n e  E s s e n c e  a n d  A r c h e t y p a l  Ideas', f o r  a  

■ distinct a c c o u n t  o f  w h i c h  t h e  r e a d e r  m u s t  b e  r e 

f e r r e d  t o  a  n o b l e  d e s c r i p t i o n  i n  t h e  s i x t h  b o o k  o f  

Plato’s Repub lick ; a n d  t h e  f i n e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h a t  

p a s s a g e  i n  a n  e l e g a n t  d i s c o u r s e  b y  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  

Cyrus, f r o m  w h o s e  l e a r n e d  w o r k  a  h i n t  h a s  b e e n  

b o r r o w e d  f o r  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h i s  p i e c e .  T h e  

third and fourth a r e  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  

M enu, a n d  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  Puran o f  Vyasa', e n 

t i t l e d  Srey B hag aw at, p a r t  o f  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  t r a n s 

l a t e d  i n t o  Persian, n o t  w i t h o u t  e l e g a n c e ,  b u t  r a t h e r  

t o o  p a r a p h r a s t i c a l l y .  F r o m  Brei-ime, o r  t h e  Great 
Being, in  t h e  neuter g e n d e r ,  is  f o r m e d  Brehma', i n  

t h e  masculine; a n d  t h e  s e c o n d  w o r d  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  

t o  t h e  creative power o f  t h e  D i v i n i t y .

T h e  s p i r i t  o f  G od, c a l l ’d  Na'ra’yena, o r  moving 
on the water, h a s  a  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  o t h e r  e p i t h e t s  i n  

Sanscrit, t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o f  w h i c h  a r e  i n t r o d u c e d ,  

e x p r e s s l y  o r  b y  a l l u s i o n ,  i n  t h e  fifth s t a n z a  ; a n d  

t w o  o f  t h e m  c o n t a i n  t h e  n a m e s  o f  t h e  evil beings,



who are feigned to have sprung from the ears of 
Vishnu; for thus the divine spirit is entitled, when 
considered as the preserving power: the sixth 
ascribes the perception of secondary qualities by 
our senses to the immediate influence of M a 'ya' ; 
and the ' seventh imputes to her operation the pri
mary qualities of extension and solidity.
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TH E HYMN.

Sp i r i t  of Spirits, who, through ev’ry part 
Of space expanded and of endless time,
Beyond the stretch of lab’ring thought sublime, 
Badst uproar into beauteous order start,

Before Heav’n was, Thou a r t:
Ere spheres beneath us roll’d or spheres above,

Ere earth in fircnamental ether hung,
Thou satst alone ; till, through thy mystick Love, 
Things unexisting to existence sprung,

And grateful descant sung.
What first impell’d thee to exert thy might? 

Goodness unlimited. What glorious light 
Thy pow’r directed ? Wisdom without bound. 
What prov’d it first ? Oh ! guide my fancy right; 

Oh! raise from cumbrous ground 
My soul in rapture drown’d,

That fearless it may soar on wings of fire;
For Thou, who only knowst, Thou only canst inspire.

Wrapt in eternal solitary shade,
T h’ impenetrable gloom of light intense, 
Impervious, inaccessible, immense,
Ere spirits were infus’d or forms display’̂ ,

Brehm his own Mind survey’d,
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As mortal eyes (thus finite we compare 
With infinite) in smoothest mirrors gaze :
Swift, at his look, a shape supremely fair 
Leap’d into being with a boundless blaze,

That fifty suns might daze.
Primeval M aya was the Goddess nam’d,

Who to her sire, with Love divine inflam’d,
A casket gave with rich Ideas fill’d,

From which this gorgeous Universe he fram’d ;
For, when th’ Almighty will’d,
Unnumber’d worlds to build,

From Unity diversified he sprang,
While gay Creation laugh’d, and procreant Nature rang.

First an all-potent all-pervading sound
Bade flow the waters------and the waters flow’d,
Exulting in their measureless abode,
Diffusive, multitudinous, profound,

Above, beneath, around;
Then o’er the vast expanse primordial wind 

Breath’d gently, till a lucid bubble rose,
Which grew in perfect shape an Egg refin’d :
Created substance no such lustre shows,

Earth no such beauty knows.
Above the warring waves it danc'd elate,

Till from its bursting shell with lovely state 
A form cerulean flutter’d o’er the deep,
Brightest of beings, greatest of the great:

Who, not as mortals steep,
Their eyes in dewy sleep,

But heav’nly-pensive on the Lotos lay,
That blossom'd at his touch and shed a golden raw

O  J
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Hail, primal blossom! hail empyreal gem !
K emel, or P edma , or wliate’er high name 
Delight thee, say, what four-form’d Godhead came,
With graceful stole and beamy diadem,

Forth from thy verdant stem ?
Full-gifted Brehma ! Rapt in solemn thought 

He stood, and round his eyes fire-darting threw;
But, whilst his viewless origin he sought,
One plain he saw of living waters blue,

Their spring nor saw nor knew.
Then, in his parent stalk again retir’d,

With restless pain for ages he inquir’d
What were his pow’rs, by whom, and why conferred;
With doubts perplex’d, with keen impatience fir’d 

He rose, and rising heard 
Th’ unknown all-knowing Word,

“ Brehma ! no more in vain research persist:
My veil thou canst not move—Go ; bid all worlds exist.”

Hail, self-existent, in celestial speech
N arayen , from thy watry cradle, nam’d ;
Or V enamaly may I sing unblam’d,
With flow’ry braids, that to thy sandals reach,

Whose beauties, who can teach ?
Or high P eitam ber  clad in yellow robes 

Than sunbeams brighter in meridian glow,
That weave their heav’n-spun light o’er circling globes? 
Unwearied, lotos-eyed, with dreadful bow.

Dire Evil’s constant foe !
Great P edmanabha , o’er thy cherish’d world 

The pointed Checra, by thy fingers whirl’d,
Fierce K ytabh shall destroy and M edhu grim 
To black despair and deep destruction hurl’d̂

X 2
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Such views my senses dim,
My eyes in darkness swim:

What eye can bear thy blaze, what utt ranee tell 
Thy deeds with silver trump or many-wreathed shell ?

Omniscient Spirit, whose all-ruling pow r
Bids from each sense bright emanations beam *,
Glows in the rainbow, sparkles in the stream,
Smiles in the bud, and glistens in the flow r 

That crowns each vernal bow’r *,
Sighs in the gale, and warbles in the throat 

Of ev’ry bird, that hails the bloomy spring,
Or tells his love in many a liquid note,
Whilst envious artists touch the rival string,

Till rocks and forests ring ;
Breathes in rich fragrance from the sandal grove,

Or where the precious musk-deer playful rove ;
In dulcet juice from clustering fruit distills,
And burns salubrious in the tasteful clove :

Soft banks and verd’rous hills 
Thy present influence fills j 

In air, in floods, in caverns, woods, and plains;
Thy will inspirits all, thy sov’reign M aya reigns.

Blue crystal vault, and elemental fires,
That in th’ ethereal fluid blaze and breathe ;
Thou, tossing main, whose snaky branches wreathe 
This pensile orb with intertwisted gyres ;

Mountains, whose radiant spires 
Presumptuous rear their summits to the skies,

And blend their emerald hue with sapphire light \ 
Smooth meads and lawns, that glow with varying dyes 
Of dew-bespangled leaves and blossoms bright,

Hence! vanish from my sight:
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Delusive Pictures ! unsubstantial shows !
My soul absorb’d One only Being knows,
Of all perceptions One abundant source,
Whence ev’ry object ev’ry moment flows :

Suns hence derive their force,
Hence planets learn their course ;

But suns and fading worlds I view no more :
G od only I perceive ; G od only I adore.
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THE ARGUMENT.
f - p i

1 ME Hindu Goddesses are uniformly represented 
* as the subordinate powers of their respective lords : 

thus L acshmy, the consort of V ishnu the Preserver, 
. is the Goddess of abundance and prosperity; Bha- 

va'ny, the wife of M aha'de v, is the genial power 
of fecundity; and Sereswaty, whose husband was 
the Creator Brehma', possesses the powers of Ima
gination and Invention, which may justly be termed 
creative. She is, therefore, adored as the patroness 
of the fine arts, especially ofMusick and Rhetorick, 
as the inventress of the Sanscrit Language, of the 
Divanagry Letters, and of the sciences, which 
writing perpetuates 3 so that her attributes corres
pond with those of M inerva M usica, in Greece 
and Italy, who invented the flute, and presided over 
literature. In this character she is addressed in 
the following ode, and particularly as the Goddess 
of Harmony; since the Indians usually paint her 
with a musical instrument in her hand : the seven 
notes, an artful combination of which constitutes 
Mustek and variously affects the passions, are 
feigned to be her earliest production ; and the 
greatest part of the Hymn exhibits a correct deli
neation of the R a 'gma la7, or Necklace of Musical 
Modes, which may be considered as the most pleas
ing invention of the ancient Hindus, and the most 
beautiful union of Painting with poetical Mythor 
logy and the genuine theory ofMusick.

The different position of the two semitones in the



scale of seven notes gives birth to seven primary 
modes> and, as the whole series consists of twelve 
semitones, every one of which may be made a 
modal note or tonick, there are in nature, (though 
not universally in practice) seventy-seven other 
modes, which may be called derivative: all the 
eighty-jour are distributed by the P ersians, under 
the notion of locality, into three classes consisting 
of twelve rooms, twenty jour angles, and forty-eight 
recesses; but the H indu arrangement is elegantly 
formed on the variations of the Indian year, and 
the association of ideas} a powerful auxiliary to the 
ordinary effect of modulation. The Modes, in this 
system, are deified } and, as there are six seasons in 
India, namely, two Springs, Summer, Autumn, and 
two Winters, an original R a'g, or God of the 
Mode, is conceived to preside over a particular sea
son } each principal. mode is attended by five 
Ra 'gnys, or Nymphs of Harmony} each has eight 
Sons, or Genii of the same divine A rt} and each 
Ra 'g, with his family, is appropriated to a distinct 
reason, in which alone his melody can be sung or 
played at prescribed hours of the day and night: 
the mode of D eipec, or C upid the Inflamer, is sup
posed to be lost} and a tradition is current in Hin
dustan, that a musician, who attempted to restore 
it, was consumed by fire from heaven. The na
tural distribution of modes would have been seven, 
thirty-three, and forty four, according to the num
ber of the minor and major secondary tones; but 
this order was varied for the sake of the charming
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fiction above-mentioned. N a'red,-w1io is described 
in the third stanza, was one of the first created be
ings, corresponding with the M ercury of the Ita- 

, Hans, inventor of the V ene , a fretted instrum ent 
supported by two large gourds, and confessedly the 
finest used in Asia.

A full discussion of so copious a subject would 
require a separate dissertation; but here it will be 
sufficient to say, that almost every allusion and 
every epithet in the Poem, as well as the names, 
are selected from approved treatises, either origin
ally Persian or translated from the Sanscrit, which 
contain as lively a display of genius, as human 
imagination ever exhibited.

The last couplet alludes to the celebrated place 
of pilgrimage, at the confluence of the Ganga and 
Yanina, which the Sereszvaty, another sacred river, 
is supposed to join under ground.
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T H E  H Y M N .

SWEET grace of Brehma’s bed !
Thou, when thy glorious lord 

Bade airy nothing breathe and bless his pow’r, 
Satst with illumin’d head,
And, in sublime accord,

Sev’n sprightly notes, to hail th- auspicious hour, 
Ledst from their secret bow’r:
They drank the air j they came 
With many a sparkling glance,
And knit the mazy dance,

Like yon bright orbs, that gird the solar flame, 
Now parted, now combin’d,

Clear as thy speech and various as thy mind.

Young Passions at the sound 
In shadowy forms arose,

O’er hearts, yet uncreated, sure to reign ;
Joy, that o’erleaps all bound,
Grief, that in silence grows,

Hope, that with honey blends the cup of pain, 
Pale Fear, and stern Disdain,
Grim Wrath’s avenging band,
Love, nurs’d in dimple smooth,
That ev’ry pang can soothe j 

But, when soft Pity her meek trembling hand 
Stretch’d, like a new-born girl,

Each sigh was musick, and each tear a peaij.



Thee her great parent owns 
All-ruling Eloquence,

That, like full Ganga, pours her stream divine 
Alarming states and thrones :
To fix the flying sense 

Of words, thy daughters, by the varied line 
(Stupendous a r t!) was Thine ;
Thine, with pointed reed 
To give primeval Truth 
T h’ unfading bloom of youth,

And paint on deathless leaves high Virtue’s meed: 
Fair Science, heav’n-born child,

And playful Fancy on thy bosom smil’d*

Who bids the fretted Vene 
Start from his deep repose,

And wakes to melody the quiv ring frame ?
What youth with godlike mien 
O’er his bright shoulder throws 

The verdant gourd, that swells with struggling flame ? 
N ared, immortal name !
He, like his potent Sire,
Creative spreads around 
The mighty world of sound,

And calls from speaking wood ethereal fire ;
While to th’ accordant strings 

Of boundless heav’ns and heav’nly deeds he sings,

But look ! the jocund hours 
A lovelier scene display,

Young H in d o l  sportive in his golden swing 
High-canopied with flow’rs *,
While Ragny s ever gay 

Toss the light cordage, and in cadence sing 
The sweet return of Spring;
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Here dark Virawer stands >
There Ramcary divine 

''And fawn-eyed Lelit shine;
But stern Daysasha leads her warring bands,

And slow in ebon clouds 
Petmenjary her fading beauty shrouds.

Ah ! where has D eipec veil’d 
His flame-encircled head ?

Where flow his lays too sweet for mortal ears ?
O loss how long bewail’d !
Is yellow Carriod fled ?

And blythe Carnaty vaunting o’er her peers ?
Where stream Caydaras tears 
Intent on scenes above,
A beauteous anchorite ?
No more shall Daysa bright 

With gentle numbers call her tardy love ?
Has Nettciy martial maid,

Lock’d in sad slumbers her sky-temper’d blade ?

Once, when the vernal noon 
Blaz’d with resistless glare,

The Sun’s eye sparkled, and a God was born :
He smil’d ; but vanish’d soon— - 

Then groan’d the northern air •,
The clouds, in thunder mutt’ring sullen scorn,

Delug’d the thirsty corn.
But, earth-born artist, hold !
If e’er thy soaring lyre 
To Deipec s notes aspire,

Thy strings, thy bow’r, thy breast with rapture bold,
Red lightning shall consume;

Nor can thy sweetest song avert the doom.
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See sky-form ’d M a y g h  descend 
In fertilising rain,

Whilst in his hand a falchion gleams unsheath’d !
Soft nymphs his car attend,
And raise the golden grain,

. Their tresses dank with dusky spikenard wreath’d :
(A sweeter gale ne’er breath’d)
Teiica with laughing eyes,
And Gujry s bloomy cheek,
Mclar with dimple sleek,

On whose fair front two musky crescents rise:
While Day scar his rich neck 

And mild Bhopaly with fresh jasmin deck.

Is that the Kin? of Dreado
With ashy musing face,

From whose moon-silver’d locks fam’d G ang A springs? 
’Tis Bh air a n ,  whose gay bed 
Five blushing damsels grace,

And rouse old Autumn with immortal strings,
Till ev’ry forest rings;
Bengdly lotos-crown’d,
Vairaty like the morn,
Sindvy with looks of scorn,

And Bhairuvy, her brow with Champa s bound \
But Medhumadha\ eyes

Speak love, and from her breast pomegranates rise.

Sing loud, ye lucid spheres ;
Ye gales, more briskly play,

And wake with harmony the drooping meads 
The cooler season cheers 
Each bird, that panting lav,

And S iry  bland his dancing bevy leads 
Hymning celestial deeds :
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Marva with robes like fire,
Vasant whose hair perfumes 
With musk its rich-eyed plumes,

A'savery, whom listening asps admire,
Dheiiasry, flow’r of glades,

And Maisryy whom the branching Amra shades.

M alcaus apart reclines 
Bedeck’d with heav’n-strung pearls,

Blue-mantled, wanton, drunk with youthful pride ;
N or with vain love repines,
While softly-smiling girls 

Melt on his cheek or frolick by liis side,
And wintry winds deride \
Shambhawty leads along 
Gocabh with kerchief rent,
And Gaury wine-besprent,

Warm Guncaryy and Toda sweet in song,
Whom antelopes surround

With smooth tali necks, and quaff the streaming sound.

Nor deem these nuptial joys 
With lovely fruit unblest:

N o; from each God an equal race proceeds,
From each eight blooming boys ;
Who, their high birth confess’d,

With infant lips gave breath to living reeds 
In valleys, groves, and meads:
Mark how they bound and glance !
Some climb the vocal trees,
Some catch the sighing breeze,

Some, like new stars, with twinkling sandals dance 
Some the young Sharnma snare,

.‘Some warble wild, and some the burden bear.
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These are thy wond’rous arts ;
Queen of the flowing speech,

Thence S eresw aty  nam’d and V a ' ny bright ! 
Oh, joy of mortal hearts,
Thy mystick wisdom teach ;

Expand thy leaves, and, with ethereal light, 
Spangle the veil of night.
If L e p it  please thee m ore,
Or Br a 'h m y , awful name,

, D read  Br a h m y ’s aid we claim,
And th irst, V a' cde'vy, for thy  balmy lore 

Drawn from  that rubied cave,
Where m eek-cv'd pilgrims hail the triple wave.
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T h i s  p o e m  w o u l d  b e  r a t h e r  o b s c u r e  w i t h o u t  g e o 

g r a p h i c a l  n o t e s  ; b u t  a  s h o r t  i n t r o d u c t o r y  e x p l a 

n a t i o n  w i l l  s u p p l y  t h e  p l a c e  o f  t h e m ,  a n d  g i v e  l e s s  

i n t e r r u p t i o n  t o  t h e  r e a d e r .

W e  a r e  o b l i g e d  t o  a  l a t e  i l l u s t r i o u s  Chinese m o 

n a r c h  n a m e d  Can-hi', w h o  d i r e c t e d  a n  a c c u r a t e  

s u r v e y  t o  b e  m a d e  o f  Potyid o r  ( a s  i t  is  c a l l e d  b y  

t i r e  Arabs) Tebbut, f o r  o u r  k n o w l e d g e ,  t h a t  a  c h a i n  

o f  m o u n t a i n s  n e a r l y  p a r a l l e l  w i t h  Imaus> a n d  c a l l e d  

Caniesb b y  t h e  Tartars, f o r m s  a  l i n e  o f  s e p a r a t i o n  

b e t w e e n  t h e  s o u r c e s  o f  t w o  v a s t  r i v e r s ; w h i c h ,  a s  

w e  h a v e  a b u n d a n t  r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e ,  r u n  a t  f i r s t  i n  

o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n s ,  a n d ,  h a v i n g  f i n i s h e d  a  w i n d i n g  

c i r c u i t  o f  t w o  t h o u s a n d  m i l e s ,  m e e t  a  l i t t l e  b e l o w  

Dliaca, s o  a s  t o  i n c l o s e  t h e  r i c h e s t  a n d  m o s t  b e a u t i 

f u l  p e n i n s u l a  o n  e a r t h ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e  British n a t i o n ,  

a f t e r  a  p r o s p e r o u s  c o u r s e  o f  b r i l l i a n t  a c t i o n s  i n  

p e a c e  a n d  w a r ,  h a v e  n o w  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s w a y .  T h e s e  

r i v e r s  a r e  deified i n  India ; t h a t ,  w h i c h  r i s e s  o n  t h e  

wejiern e d g e  o f  t h e  m o u n t a i n ,  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  

t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  M aiia'de'va o r  Siva, a n d  t h e  o t h e r  

a s  t h e  s o n  o f  Brahma': t h e i r  l o v e s ,  w a n d e r i n g s ,  a n d  

n u p t i a l s  a r e  t h e  c h i e f  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  O d e ,  

w h i c h  is  f e i g n e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  w o r k  o f  a  Bra'h- 
men, i n  a n  e a r l y  a g e  o f  H ixdu a n t i q u i t y ,  w h o ,  b y  

a  p r o p h e t i c a l  s p i r i t ,  d i s c e r n s  t h e  t o l e r a t i o n  a n d  

e q u i t y  o f  t h e  British g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  c o n c l u d e s  

w i t h  a  p r a y e r  fo r  its peace)ul duration under good 
laws zveli administered.
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A f t e r  a  g e n e r a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  Ganges, a n  

a c c o u n t  is  g i v e n  o f  h e r  f a b u l o u s  b i r t h ,  l i k e  t h a t  o f  

Pallas, f r o m  t h e  f o r e h e a d  o f  Siva6 t h e  Jupiter To- 

nans a n d  Genitor o f  t h e  Latins ; a n d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  

o f  h e r  l o v e r  b y  a n  a c t  o f  Brahma s w i l l  is  t h e  s u b 

j e c t  o f  a n o t h e r  s t a n z a ,  i n  w h i c h  h is  c o u r s e  is  d e l i 

n e a t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o u n t r y  o f  Potyid, b y  t h e  n a m e  

o f  Sanpdy o r  Supreme Bliss, w h e r e  h e  p a s s e s  n e a r  

t h e  f o r t r e s s  o f j Rimbtl̂  t h e  i s l a n d  o f  Palte o r  Yarnbrd 
( k n o w n  t o  b e  t h e  s e a t  o f  a  h i g h  p r i e s t e s s  a l m o s t  

e q u a l l y  v e n e r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  G o d d e s s  Bhawcnii) a n d  

5Vrashilhumbo ( a s  a  Polya o r  Tebbutian w o u l d  p r o 

n o u n c e  i t ) ,  o r  t h e  s a c r e d  m a n s i o n  o f  t h e  Lama n e x t  

i n  d i g n i t y  t o  t h a t  o f  Pot ala, w h o  r e s i d e s  in  a  c i t y ,  

t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  t h e  Sanpd, w h i c h  t h e  Italian t r a v e l l e r s  

w r i t e  Sgigatzhe, b u t  w h i c h ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  l e t t e r s *  

o u g h t  r a t h e r  t o  b e  w r i t t e n  i n  a  m a n n e r ,  t h a t  w o u l d  

a p p e a r  s t i l l  m o r e  b a r b a r o u s  i n  o u r  o r t h o g r a p h y .  

T h e  Brahmaputra is n o t  m e n t i o n e d  a g a i n  ti l l  t h e  

twelfth s t a n z a ,  w h e r e  h i s  p r o g r e s s  is t r a c e d ,  b y  

v e r y  p r o b a b l e  c o n j e c t u r e ,  t h r o u g h  Rangarnati, t h e  

a n c i e n t  Rangamritica o r  Rangamar, c e l e b r a t e d  fo r  

t h e  f i n e s t  s p i k e n a r d ,  a n d  Srihdt o r  Siret, t h e  Ser
rated o f  Elian> w h e n c e  t h e  f r a g r a n t  e s s e n c e  e x 

t r a c t e d  f r o m  t h e  Malobathrum, c a l l e d  Sddah b y  t h e  

Persians, a n d  Tejapcitra b y  t h e  Indians, w a s  c a r r i e d  

b y  t h e  Persian g u l f  t o  Syria,  a n d  f r o m  t h a t  c o a s t  

i n t o  Greece a n d  Italy. I t  is  n o t ,  h o w e v e r ,  p o s i t i v e l y  

c e r t a i n ,  t h a t  t h e  Brahmaputra r i s e s  a s  i t  is h e r e  

d e s c r i b e d  : t w o  g r e a t  g e o g r a p h e r s  a r e  d e c i d e d l y  o f  

o p p o s i t e  o p i n i o n s  o n  t h i s  v e r y  p o i n t ;  n o r  is i t  i m -

v 2
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p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  Indian r i v e r  m a y  b e  o n e  a r m  o f  

t h e  Sanpd, a n d  t h e  Nau-cyan, a n o t h e r  3 d i v e r g i n g  

f r o m  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  o f  Asham, a f t e r  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  

e n r i c h e d  b y  m a n y  r i v e r s  f r o m  t h e  r o c k s  o f  China.V V

T h e - fourth a n d  fifth s t a n z a s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  G o d 

d e s s  o b s t r u c t e d  i n  h e r  p a s s a g e  t o  t h e  w e s t  b y  t h e  

h i l l s  o f  Emodi, s o  c a l l e d  f r o m  a  Sanscrit w o r d  s i g n i 

f y i n g  snow, f r o m  w h i c h  a l s o  a r e  d e r i v e d  b o t h  Imaus 
a r i d  Himalaya o r  Himola. T h e  sixth d e s c r i b e s  h e r ,  

a f t e r  h e r  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  Hindustan t h r o u g h  t h e  

s t r a i t s  o f  Cupola, f l o w i n g  n e a r  Samba/, t h e  Samba- 
laca o f  Ptolemy, f a m e d  f o r  a  b e a u t i f u l  p l a n t  o l  t h e  

l i k e  n a m e ,  a n d  t h e n c e  t o  t h e  o n c e  o p u l e n t  c i t y  a n d  

r o y a l  p l a c e  o f  r e s i d e n c e ,  Canyacurja, e r r o n e o u s l y  

n a m e d  Calinipaxa b y  t h e  Greeks, a n d  Canauj, n o t  

v e r y  a c c u r a t e l y ,  b y  t h e  m o d e r n  Asiaticks: h e r e  s h e  

is  j o i n e d  b y  t h e  Calinadi, a n d  p u r s u e s  h e r  c o u r s e  t o  

Prayaga, w h e n c e  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  Bahdr w e r e  n a m e d  

Prasii, a n d  w h e r e  t h e  Yamuna, h a v i n g  r e c e i v e d  t h e  

Sereswaft b e l o w  Indrapresdha o r  Dchl/, a n d  w a t e r e d  

t h e  p o e t i c a l  g r o u n d  o f  Mafhurd, a n d  Agava, m i n 

g l e s  h e r  n o b l e  s t r e a m  w i t h  t h e  Ganga c l o s e  t o  t h e  

m o d e r n  f o r t  o f  llahabad. T h i s  p l a c e  is c o n s i d e r e d  

a s  t h e  c o n f l u e n c e  o f  three s a c r e d  r i v e r s ,  a n d  k n o w n  

b y  t h e  n a m e  o f  Triveni, o r  t h e  three plaited locks', 
f r o m  w h i c h  a  n u m b e r  o f  p i l g r i m s ,  w h o  t h e r e  b e g i n  

t h e  c e r e m o n i e s  t o  b e  c o m p l e t e d  a t  Gaya, a r e  c o n 

t i n u a l l y  b r i n g i n g  v a s e s  o f  w a t e r ,  w h i c h  t h e y  p r e 

s e r v e  w i t h  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  v e n e r a t i o n ,  a n d  a r e  g r e e t 

e d  b y  a l l  t h e  Hindus, w h o  m e e t  t h e m  o n  t h e i r  

r e t u r n .
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Six of the principal rivers, which bring their 
tribute to the Ganges, are next enumerated, and 
are succinctly described from real properties: thus 
the Gandac, which the Greeks knew by a similar 
name, abounds, according to Giorgi, with croco
diles of enormous magnitude; and the Mahanadi 
runs by the plain of Gaura, once a populous dis
trict with a magnificent capital, from which the 
J3 en  ̂altse were probably .called Gan gar idee, but 
now the seat of desolation, and the haunt of wild 
beasts. From Praijdga she hastens to Cds), or as 
the Muslimans name it, Benares-, and here oc
casion is taken to condemn the cruel and intolerant 
spirit of the crafty tyrant Aurangzi'b, whom the 
Hindus of Cashmir call Aurangasur, or the Demon, 
not the Ornament, of the Throne. She next bathes 
the skirts of P dtaliputra, changed into Patna, 
which, both in situation and name, agrees better 
on the whole with the ancient Palibothra, than 
either Praydga, or Canyacwvja : if Megasthenes and 
the ambassadors of Seleucus visited the last-named 
city, and called it Palibothra, they were palpably 
mistaken. After this are introduced the beautiful 
hill of Muctigiri, or Mengir, and the wonderful 
pool of Sitd} which takes its name from the wife of 
Rama, whose conquest of Sinhaldwip, or Sildn, and 
victory over the giant Rawan, are celebrated by

V

the immortal Vdlmici, and by other epick poets of 
India.

The pleasant hills of Cdligrdm and Gangd-presdd
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are then introduced, and give occasion to deplore 
and extol the late excellent Augustus Clevland, 
Esq. who nearly completed by lenity the glorious 
work, which severity could not have accomplished, 
of civilizing a ferocious race of Indians, whose 
mountains were formerly, perhaps, a rocky island, 
or washed at least by that sea, from which the fer- 
tile champaign of Bengal has been gained in a 
course of ages. The western arm of the Ganges 
is called BhagiratKi, from a poetical fable of a de
migod or holy man, named JBhdgiraf ha> wdiose de
votion had obtained from Siva the privilege of 
leading after him a great part of the heavenly wa- - 
ter, and who drew it accordingly in two branches; 
which embrace the fine island, now denominated 
from Kasim bazar, and famed for the defeat of the 
monster Sirdjuddaulah, and, having met near the 
venerable Hindu seminary of Nawadmp or Nediyd, 

flow in a copious stream by the several European 
settlements, and reach the Bay at an island which 
assumes the name of Sugar, either from the Sea or 
from an ancient Raja of distinguished piety. The 
Sundarabans or Beautiful Hoods, an appellation to 
which they are justly entitled, are incidentally men
tioned, as lying between the BhagirafKi and the 
Great River, or Eastern arm, which, by its junction 
with the Brahmaputra, forms many considerable 
islands; one of which, as well as a town near the 
conflux, derives its name from LacshmX, the God- % 
dess of Abundance.
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It will soon be perceived, that the form of the 
stanza, which is partly borrowed from G ray, and 
to which he was probably partial, as he uses it six 
times in nine, is enlarged in the following Hymn 
by a line of fourteen syllables, expressing the 
long and solemn marcji of t\\e great Asiatick 
rivers.
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T H E  H Y M N .

How sweetly G anGa' smiles, and glides 
Luxuriant o’er her broad autumnal bed !
Her waves perpetual verdure spread,
Whilst health and plenty deck her golden sides :
As when an eagle, child of light,
On Cambali s unmeasur’d height,
By Pit ala y the pontiff’s throne rever’d,
O’er her eyry proudly rear’d
Sits brooding, and her plumage vast expands,
Thus G anga ' o’er her cherish’d lands,
To Brahma's grateful race endear’d,
Throws wide her fost’ring arms, and on her banks divine 
Sees temples, groves, and glitt’ring tow’rs, that in her crystal 

shine.

Above the stretch of mortal ken,
On bless’d Gailasas top, where ev’ry stem 
Glow’d with a vegetable gem,
M ahe 'sa stood, the dread and joy o f men \

While Parvat>, to gain a boon,
Fix’d on his locks a beamy moon,
And hid his frontal eye, in jocund play,
With reluctant sweet delay:
All nature straight was lock’d in dim eclipse 
Till Brahmans pure, with hallow’d lips 
And warbled pray’rs restor’d the day;



When G anga' from his brow by heav’nly fingers press’d 
Sprang radiant, and descending grac’d the caverns of the west.

The sun’s car blaz’d, and laugh’d the morn;
What time near proud Cantesd?s eastern bow’rs,
(While Devotes rain’d living flow’rs)
A river-god, so Brahmh will’d, was born,
And roll’d mature his vivid stream 
Impetuous with celestial gleam :
The charms of Ganga', through all worlds proclaim’d, 
Soon his youthful breast inflam’d,
But destiny the bridal hour delay’d ;
Then, distant from the west’ring maid,
He flow’d, now blissful Sanpb nam’d,
By Palte crown’d with hills, bold Rimbu’s tow’ring state, 
And where sage Trashilhumbo hails her Lamas form renate.

But she, whose mind, at Siva s nod,
The picture of that sov’reign youth had seen,
With graceful port and warlike mien,
In arms and vesture like his parent God,
Smit with the bright idea rush’d,
And from her sacred mansion gush’d,
Yet ah ! with erring step—The western hills 
Pride, not pious ardour, fills:
In fierce confed’racy the giant bands 
Advance with venom-darting hands.
Fed by their own malignant rills ;
Nor could her placid grace their savage fury quell:
The madding rifts and should’ring crags her foamy flood 

repell.

“ Confusion wild and anxious wo 
<c Haunt your waste brow, she said, unholy rocks,
“ Far from these nectar-dropping locks !
“ But thou, lov’d Father, teach my waves to flow.’*
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Loud thunder her high birth confess’d ;
Then from th’ inhospitable west
She turn’d, and, gliding o’er a lovelier plain,
Cheer’d the pearled East again :
Through groves of nard she roll’d, o’er spicy reeds,
Through golden vales and em’rald meads }
Till, pleas’d with iNDRA’sfair domain,
She won through yielding marl her heav’n-directed way : 
With lengthen’d notes her eddies curl’d, and pour’d a blaze 

of day.

Smoothly by SambaPs flaunting bow’rs.
Smoothly she flows, where Calinadi brings 
To Canyactivja, seat of kings,
On prostrate waves her tributary flow’rs ;
Whilst Yamuna, whose waters clear 
Fam’d Indrapresthci*s vallies cheer,
With Sereswatz knit in mystick chain,
Gurgles o’er the vocal plain 
Of Mathura, by sweet Britidavan s grove,
Where Gopa’s love-lorn daughters rove,
And hurls her azure stream amain,
Till blest Prayagds point beholds three mingling tides, 
Where pilgrims on the far-sought bank drink nectar, asit glides.

From Hi mol a* s perennial snow,
And southern Palamau s less daring steep,
Sonorous rivers, bright though deep,
O’er thirsty deserts youth and freshness throw.
4 A goddess comes,’ cried Gumti chaste,
And roll’d her flood with zealous haste :
Her follow’d Sona with pellucid wave 
Dancing from her diamond cave,
Broad Gogray rushing swift from northern hills,
Red Gandac, drawn by crocodiles,
(Herds, drink not there, nor, herdsmen, lave !)
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Cos a, whose bounteous hand Nepalian odour flings,
And Mahanadi laughing wild at cities, thrones, and kings*

Thy temples, Ca'si', next she sought,
And verd’rous plains by tepid breezes fann’d,
Where health extends her pinions bland,
Thy groves, where pious Valmic sat and thought,
Where Vyasa pour’d the strain sublime,
That laughs at all-consuming time,
And Brahmans rapt the lofty Veda sing.
Cease, oh! cease—a ruffian king,
The demon of his empire, not the grace,
His ruthless bandits bids deface
The shrines, whence gifts ethereal spring:
So shall his frantick sons with discord rend his throne,
And his fair-smiling realms be sway’d by nations yet un* 

known.

Less hallow’d scenes her course prolong;
But Cama, restless pow’r, forbids delay :
To Love all virtues homage pay,
E’en stern religion yields. How full, how strong 
Her trembling panting surges run,
Where Paial?s immortal son
To domes and turrets gives his awful name
Fragrant in the gales of fame!
Nor stop, where R a' ma, bright from dire alarms,
Sinks in chaste S/td’s constant arms,
While bards his wars and truth proclaim :
There from a fiery cave the bubbling crystal flows,
And Miictigir, delightful hill, with mirth and beauty glows,

Oh ! rising bow’rs, great CalYs boast,
And thou, from Gangh nam’d, enchanting mount.
What voice your wailings can recount 
Borne by shrill echoes o’er each howling coast,
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When He, who bade your forests bloom,
Shall seal his eyes iron gloom ?
Exalted youth ! The godless mountaineer,
Roaming round his thickets drear, ,
Whom rigour fir’d, nor legions could appall,
I see before thy mildness fall,
Thy wisdom love, thy justice fear :
A race, whom rapine nurs’d, whom gory murder stains,
Thy fair example wins to peace, to gentle virtue trains.

But mark, where old Bh'agirath leads 
(This boon his pray’rs of Mahadev obtain :
Grace more distinguish’d who could gain ?)
Pier calmer current o’er his western meads,
Wh ich trips the fertile plains along,
Where vengeance waits th’ oppressor’s wrong ;
Then girds, fair Nawadw/p, thy shaded cells,
Where the Pe?idit musing dwells \
Thence by th’ abode of arts and commerce glides,
Till Sagar breasts the bitter tides :
While She, whom struggling passion swells,
Beyond the labyrinth green, where pards.by moonlight prowl, 
With rapture seeks her destin’d lord, and pours her mighty 

soul,

Meanwhile o’er Potyid's musky dales,
Gay Rangamar, where sweetest spikenard blooms,
And Si ret, fam’d for strong perfumes,
That, flung from shining tresses, lull the gales,
Wild Brahmaputra winding flows,
And murmurs hoarse his am’rous woes;
Then, charming G anga' seen, the heav’nly boy 
Rushes with tumultuous joy :
(Can aught but Love to men or Gods be sweet ?)
When she, the long-lost youth to greet,
Darts, not as earth-born lovers toy,
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But blending her fierce waves, and teeming verdant isles *, 
While buxom Lacshmi crowns their bed, and sounding ocean 

smiles.

What name, sweet bride, will best allure 
Thy sacred ear, and give thee honour due ?
Vishtiuped'i ? Mild Bhishmasit ?
Smooth Surammnagci ? Trisrota pure ?
By that I call ? Its pow’r confess ;
With growing gifts thy suppliants bless,
Who with full sails in many a light-oar’d boat 
On thy jasper bosom float}
Nor frown, dread Goddess, on a peerless race 
With lib’ral heart and martial grace,
Wafted from colder isles remote:
As they preserve our laws, and bid our terror cease,
So be their darling laws preserv’d in wealth, in joy, in peace !
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L 1.
b r e a t h i n g - p l a c e  o f  A l p h e u s  d r e a d ,

O rtygia , graceful branch of Syracuse renown d, 
Young D iana’s rosy bed,
Sister of D e l o s , thee, with sweet, yet lofty, sound 
Bursting numbers call, to raise 
Of tempest-footed steeds the trophies glorious 
(Thus E t n e a n  J o v e  we praise) j 
While C h r o m i u s ’ car invites, and N e m e a ’s plain,
For noble acts victorious 
To weave th’ encomiastick strain.

I. 2.

From prospering Gods the song begins \
Next hails that godlike man and virtue’s holy meeds* 
He the flow’r of greatness wins,
Whom smiling fortune crowns; and vastheroick deeds 
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Ev’ry muse delights to sing.
Now wake to that fa ir  isle the splendid story,
Which the great O l y m p i a n  king,
J o v e , gave to P r o s p e r p i n e ,  and wav dhis locks 
Vowing, that,.supreme in glory,
Fam’d for sweet fruits and nymph-lov1d rocks,

I. 3.

S i c i l i a ’s f u l l  n u t r i c i o u s  b r e a s t

With tow’r’d and wealthy cities he would crown.
Her the son of S a tu r n  bless’d
W ith suitors brazen-arm’d for war’s renown
By lance and fiery steed; yet oft thy leaves,
O l y m p i c k  olive, bind their hair 
In wreathygold. Great subjects I prepare >
But none th’ immortal verse deceives.

IL 1.

Oft in the portals was I plac’d
Of that guest-loving man, and pour'd the dulcet strain, 
Where becoming dainties grac’d 
His hospitable board *, for ne’er with efforts vain 
Strangers to his mansion came:
And thus the virtuous, when detraction rajres.
Quench with lib’ral streams her flame.
Let each in virtue’s path right onward press,
As each his art engages, x
And, urg’d by genius, win success.

II. 2.

Laborious action Strength applies,
And wary conduct, Sense: the future to foresee
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Nature gives to few, the wise.
Agesidamus’ son, she frankly gave to thee 
Pow’rful might and wisdom deep.
I seek not in dark cells the hoarded treasure 
Grov ling with low care to keep,
But, as wealth flows, to spread it ; and to hear 
Loud fame, with ample measure
Cheering my friends, since hope and fear 1

II. *3.
Assail disastrous men. The praise 
Of PIercui.es with rapture I embrace :
On the heights, which virtues raise,
The rapid legend old his name shall place ;
For, when he brook'd no more the cheerless gloomy 
And burst into the blaze of day,
The child of Jove with his twin-brother lay,
Refulgent from the sacred womb.

III. 1.
Not unobserv’d the godlike boy
By Juno golden-thron’d the saffron cradle press’d •,
Straight heav’n’s queen with furious joy
Bade hideous dragons fleet th’ unguarded floor infest:
They, the portals op’ning wide, .*
Roll’d through the chamber’s broad recess tremendous,O
And in jaws fire-darting tried
Theslumb’ring babe to close. He, starting light,
Rear’d his bold head stupendous,
And first in battle prov’d his might.

III. 2.
With both resistless hands he clasp’d
Both struggling horridpests, andcloth’d their necks withdeath; 
They expiring, as he grasp’d,
Pour’d from their throats compress’d the foul envenom’d 

breath.
Z 2
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Horror seiz’d the female train,
W ho near Alcme n a ’s genial couch attended :
She, from agonizing pain
Yet weak, unsandaPd and unmantled rush’d,
And her lov’d charge defended,
Whilst he the fiery monsters crush’d.

HI. 3.

Swift the Cadmean leaders ran 
In brazen mail precipitately bold :
First A m p h i t r y o n , d a u n t l e s s  m a n ,

Bar’d his rais’d falchion from its sheathing gold,
While griding anguish pierc’d his fiutfring breast $
For private woes most keenly bite 
Self-loving man ; but soon the heart is light,
With sorrow, not its own, oppress’d.

IV. 1.
Standing in deep amazement wild
With rapt’rous pleasure mix’d, he saw th’ enormous force, 
Saw the valour of his child :
And fated heralds prompt, as heav’n had shap’d their course, 
Wafted round the varied tale;
Then call’d he from high Jove’s contiguous region,
Him, whose warnings never fail,
T i r e s i a s  blind> who told, in diction s a g e ,

The chief and thronging legion 
What fortunes must his boy engage j

IV. 2.

What lawless tyrants of the wood,
What serpents he would slay, what monsters of the main, 
What proud foe to human good,
The worst of monstrous forms, that holy manhood stain,
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His huge arm to death would dash :
How, when heav’n’s host, o’er P hlegra’s champaign hasiingt 
With embattled giants rash
Vindictive warr’d, his pond’rous mace would storm 
With dreadful strokes ‘wide-ivasting,
And dust their glitt’ring locks deform,

IV. 3.

He told; and how in blissful peace 
Through cycles infinite of gliding time,
When his mortal task should cease,
Sweet prize of perils hard and toil sublime,
In gorgeous mansions he should hold entranc’d 
Soft H e b e ,  fresh with blooming grace,
And crown, exalting his majestick race,
The bridal feast near Jove advanc’d.



E X T R A C T

FROM THE

BHUSHANDA R A M A TA N .

T h E beautiful and lofty mountain, called N e i l ,  

or azure, has a pointed fummit of pure gold: 
the holy trees, Peipel, Ber, and Pacr, flourifh 
on its brow ; and its top is crowned with a pool 
of water fhining like diamonds of exquisite bril
liancy : clear, frefh, and fweet flxeams, difplay- 
jng a rich variety of colours, flow from all fldes 
of i t ; and thoufands of birds warble rapturous 
lays among the facred branches. Here the Crow 
A h u ' s h a n d a ' ,  who had been adorned with 
many virtues, and difgraced by many vices, who 
had lived in every part of the univerfe, an4 knevy 
all events from the beginning of time, had fixed 
his abode. Under the Pe pel, he meditated on the 
divinity: under the Pacr he poured forth invor 
cations: under the fhade of the Ber he chanted 
the ftory of VishN ; to hear which, tire feathered
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inhabitants of woods and of waters aflemblcd 
around him; and even Mahadayo, in the 
form of the large white-plumedls/lkRA'Ly perched 
on a bough, was delighted with liftening to the 
adventures of the all-good and all-powerful 
R a m.

To this mountain the fage Eagle G erhur, 
cflence of all amiable qualities, who ftands near 
Vtjhn himfelf, and is ridden by that ftupendous 
God, haftily took his flight, and was relieved, 
on beholding it, from the cares, which before op- 
prefled him: he bathed his pinions in the pool, 
and refrefhed his beak with a draught of the hal
lowed water. Juft as Bhujhanda was opening 
his divine hiftory, the king of air appeared in 
his prefence : the winged aflembly paid him re- 
fpeftful homage, faluted him with folemn ex- 
preflions of reverence, and then, addrefling him 
with Greet words of afie£lion, placed him on a 
feat becoming his high dignity.

“ Monarch of birds, began the Crow, the fight 
** of thee tranfports me with joy, fignify to me 
u thy commands ; and inform me what induce- 
H ment has brought thee to the manfion of thy 
4* fervant.,>

“ Brother, anfwered Gerur, the purpofe of my
vifit was in part anfwered by my firft view of 

“ thy charming retreat ; and the doubts, which 
“ thou alone couldft have removed from this
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** breaft, are now almoft wholly difperfed-: but 
u liften to my recital.

“ When the fonof R a'w an, the giant, with a 
“ thoufand arms, had bound Ram with a fnake 
“  difcharged from his bow, Nared commif- 
“ fioned me to difentangle the celeftial warriour; 
“ and the commiffion was executed with faithful 
“ difpatch: but pride arofe in my heart; and 
“ confidering that even mortals are exempt 
“ through devotion, from the fhackles of terror, 
“ I concluded that, if Ram had in truth been a 
“ deity of boundlefs power, he could never have 
“ been made captive by the fold of a reptile. 
“  All night was I difturbed by thefe embarraffing 
“ reflexions ; and my arrogance, as the deliverer 
“ of a god, attained fuch a height, that my rea- 
“ fon had nearly forfaken me : I retained, how- 
“ ever, fenfe enough to feek a folution of my 
“ doubts ; and, haftening to my wife employer 
“ Nared, laid open to him the fecret of my 
“ bofom.

“ Thou art fallen, faid the fon of Brehma', 
“  with a compaflionate afped, into the fnares of 
“ paJJion,from which the moft 'virtuous, when they 
<f ja il to exert their underftandings, cannot be fe- 
“  cure: that appearance, by which thou haf been 
“  caught, was only the M a y  a ', or deception o f

Vijhn, which has often deluded even me. To 
“  give thee perfebl relief exceeds my power: go
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“ to the palace o f my fa ther , and implicitly follow  
ic his directions.

c‘ With all imaginable fwiftnefs I flew tothe 
gC heaven of Brehma, giving praifes to my lord 
ic and fider Vifhn, and explained to the benign 
“ God, the grounds of my perplexity. The 

Creator flood awhile in filence, reflecting on 
“  the glories of Ram, and the force of his illu- 
“ fions; then, leaving his meditation, a I t  is no 
4i 'wonder, faid he, that thou haft been deceived by 
4C a power, from which / ,  at the very time o f the 
u creation, was not exempt. R am has tried thee 
“ by a dAufive appearance; and, when thou hadf 
*c untwifted the living chain, which entangled him, 
“ thou fatft all night elated with pride, and con-  

templating thy own prowefs. Haften, there- 
u fore, to the palace of M ahadayo, than whom 
w no deity better knows the fupremacy of 
“ R a'm : he will diflipate thy forrows.

f: H is words were inftantly followed by my 
4i flight towards Calias, but I met the deftroying 
c‘ power near the manfion of C o b a y r , the 
ic wealthy genius of the north. Having liftened 
“ benignantly to my narrative, he thus inftruCted 
a me: 4 Thou art under the influence of a ftrone: 
“ paffion, from which no difeourfe of mine can 
“ fo foon relieve thee, as the converfation of re- 
“ ligious perFons, and ferious attention to the 
“ hiftory of Vifhn, related by pious Munys in
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iC fweet accents. Without converfing with tire 
<c religious, the noble deeds'of the preferring 
a power cannot be known ; without that know- 
“ ledge, the paffions cannot be conquered; 
6c without that conqueft, true devotion cannot 

be acquired ; and without that acquifition, 
u whatever facrifices may be performed, or cere- 
u monies obferved, God will never be leen by 
“ man. Fly, O Gerury to the regions of the 
u weft, and pioufly attend, with birds of inferior 
u wing, to the achievements of Ram , as they 
u will be related by the wife habitant of the 
a azure mountain, the virtuous Bbufandd : the 
“ relation will fubdue thy paflion, and wholly 
“ difpel thy forrows. Expect-not a remedy 
a from me ; fince thou haft entertained proud 

thoughts concerning Ram, by whom I have 
been highly favoured: befides, one bird will 

4C convey inftruCtion more effectually to another 
“ bird in their common dialeCt.’

“ Not a moment was loft by me in feeking 
thy delightful abode; and the fight of it al- 

iL moft entirely deftroyed my pride with its bit- 
“ ter, but certain, fruit, affliction. Complete 
ic my recovery, beloved brother, by reciting the 
*■ facred ftory of Ram.”

The devout Bhujhandd complied immediately 
with his requeft ; and having pronounced an 
eulogium on the incarnate God, began with
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an account o f  h is Avatar, or Defcent; and  

th en  related the adventures o f  h is ch ild h ood , 
th e  adtions o f  h is y o u th , and th e circum ftances  

o f  h is m arriage w ith  S e i ' t a ' . H e  n e x t  in 

form ed th e attentive eagle , h o w  th e  m achina

tion s o f  B ’h a  r t , th e h a lf-b ro th er  o f  Ram, 
and o f  C a y c a i ', h is  H ep-m other, in d u ced  k in g  

J e s r e t , h is father, to  fend h im  in to  the w o o d s , 

w h ile  th e  w h o le  nation  in  a g o n y  m ourned  h is  

l o f s ; h o w  L e c h ’h m e n , his affectionate bro

ther, in filled  on  accom p an yin g  h im  in  e x i l e ; 

h o w  th ey  m editated on  P rov id en ce in  a great 

fo re ll, and afterwards paffed th e Ganga to  preach  

leffons o f  d evotion  in  p op u lou s t o w n s : h e  pro

ceeded to  the death o f  th e  old Raja, th e p en i

tence o f  B'hart, and h is  jo u rn ey  in  purfu it o f  

Ram , w h o , after lo n g  and earneft fo lic ita tion , 

Returned to  Ayodkya, w h ere  h e  lived  w ith  the  

fp len d o u ro f a d iv in ity : he to ld , h o w  Ram again  

retired am ong the th ick ets , and there gave in -  

ftrudtions to  herm its and reverend Munys; h o w  

Lech'hmen w as provoked to  disfigure a g iantefs, 

and flay tw o  giants, th e filler  and k in fm en  o f  

Rdwan; h o w  that im perious d em on  v io len tly  

feized the incom parable Seita, and bore her cap

tive to  the p lace o f  h is tyrannous em pire, th e  

ifle o f  L a n c a '; h o w  Ram, afflidted to  ex cefs , 

paffed the w h o le  rainy feafon  u p on  a m ou n ta in , 

h avin g  contradled a friendlhip  w ith  th e race o f
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A p es, and appointed their chief, H enu'man, 
fon of the wind, to the command of his new- 
raifed army; how they difcovered the bower of 
A foca  s*, in which Seita was confined; how a 
vafl bridge was erected by them over the fea, 
from which Henuman leaped into the ifland, con- 
foled the faithful Seitd, and fet fire to the gardens 
of R a w a n ; who, in a defperate engagement, 
was routed and flain by R a m ; ladly, how the 
divine conqueror revifited his country, redored 
to joy its difconfolate inhabitants, conferred high 
honours on the learned Brahmens, treated his 
preceptor Ba'sisht with fuch reverence, that 
he drank the water in which he had waihed 
the feet of the M uny, and indrucded the humble 
B ’h a rt in celedial knowledge; how the Ranys 
and high-born damfels, having bathed the 
lovely Seita, decorated her with inedimable 
jewels, and offered her holy curds in golden 
bafons, crowned with branches of ‘T u lfy ; how 
the princes of the apes, and other warlike 
beads, affumed the mod beautiful human forms; 
how men of all ranks, who flocked to the palace, 
forgetting their homes, as the pious forget their 
enemies, concurred in finging the praifes of 
their king, while the gods rained flowers from 
heaven on the delighted aflembly.

“ The fedivals and entertainments,” added

* JooeJia of Doctor Roxburgh.
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the crow, on his receiving the facred mark of 
vermilion, and afcending the throne with Send, 
“ thou fawft, O monarch of the air, and waft 
44 enraptured with devout joy ; for Brahma, 
ic Mahaiayo, Nared, and other deities, attended 
“ them ; nor wo-uldft thou be abfent on fo fignal 
“ an oceafion. During this reign, no terrors 
“ alarmed, or forrows rent, the bofoms of his 
44 votaries; all was love, piety, concord ; the 
44 name of vice was unknown or unheard ; none 
44 were then infirm, none ignorant, none dif- 
44 trefled ; fweet and falutary liquors flowed from 
44 every tree ; perpetual blofloms laughed on the 
44 ftalks, and perpetual fruit hung glittering from 
44 the brandies ; a cool placid gale blew without 
44 ceafing; the birds charmed each foreft with 
44 aereal melody ; and animals, the moft oppo- 
44 fite in their kinds, lived together, like the ve- 
4C nerable cow with her own calf, in perfect 
44 amity, and even tendernefs. Such were the 
44 bleflings derived by mankind from Ram, 
44 whofe prefence rendered the filver age equal 
44 in virtue and happinefs to that of gold”

As foon as Bufunda  had concluded his nar
ration: 44 O adorable R a m exclaimed the eagle, 
44 I revere thee for thy power, and love thee for 
44 thy goodnefs ! Hadft thou not been pleafed to 
44 raife doubts in my mind,, and, by thy divine 
44 Maya, to beguile me into the fin of pride, 
44 how jfhoulcl I have been directed to this noble

350 AN EXTRACT FROM THE



mountain ? How fhould I have heard the 
u recital of thy glorious actions ? How fhould 

the ardent love of thee have been kindled in 
iC my bofom ?”

“ Me too/’ faid the crow, a has Ram exalted, 
“ by procuring me the honour of being thus 
6( confulted by the fovereign of birds. To thee 

his affection has been fignally manifefted ; and 
u thou mayefl now ceafe to wonder, that the 
Ci moft eminent among the deities, and the moil 
a virtuous Rifhys, have fallen under the domi- 
“ nion of the paflions. What being exifts, but 
“ God, who was never leduced by the love of 
u wealth; whom nothing has provoked to wrath, 
u or ftimulated to vengeance ; whom the plea- 
“ fures of youth have not allured, nor female 
u beauty fmitten with the fhafts of large and 
a languifhing eyes? Who can boaft of a conftant 
“ exemption from groundlefs terrors and unavail- 
u ing grief? Whofefame has never been blemifh- 

ed by pride ? Whom has ambition never cap- 
“ tivated with falfe views of greatnefs ? All thefe 
u temptations and blandilhments are the daugh- 
44 ters of Mayd^ with whofe fafcinations, diffufed 
u over the world, Vijhn deludes all creatures for 
“ their ultimate advantage. He is the being of 
u beings, one fubftance in three forms ; without 
“ mode, without quality, without paffion; im- 
“  menfe, incomprehenfible, infinite, indivifible.
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“  im m utab le, incorporeal, irrefiftib le : H is  o p e -  

** rations no m ind  can c o n c e iv e ; and h is  w ill  

“  m oves all the inhabitants o f  th e  u n iverfe , as 

*c puppets are m oved  b y  firings. T h e  p io u s , 

«* w h o m  ‘he lo v es, as a  m oth er loves h er o n ly  

. “  infant, rejoice in  h is g o vern m en t, and  e x u lt  in  

« his g lo r y ; w h ile  th e irrelig iou s, w h o  are 

“  proud, ignorant, captious, and m ad ly  im p u te  

u  to  Ram the confequences o f  their o w n  ftu p i-  
*c d ity , va in ly  a fflid  tb em felves, and v ie w  all 

“  o b jed s  in  falfe c o lo u r s ; as th ey , w h o fe  ey es  

ut are inflam ed, fuppofe the m oon  alfo to be red: 

“  their fo lly  w o u ld  m ake th em  b e liev e , that th e  

“  fun  rifes in  th e w e ft , and their fears a g i-  

“  tate th em , lik e fm all barques tofled  b y  th e  

“ w a v es. W ere  the firm am ent illu m in ed  b y  

u  fix teen  m oon s, y e t, - i f  no  fun rofe, th e ftars 

“  w ou ld  not d ifap p ear: th u s, w ith o u t re lig ion  

and h u m ility , v ice  and error cannot be dif- 

66 perfed. • A s an illuftration o f  thefe truths, 

hear, O  Gerur, the ftory o f  m y  life ; and m ark  

“  the sad effects o f  m y  fin,

“  W h en  Ram w as born in  Audh, I repaired  

eagerly to  his birthplace^ attended h im  five  

“  years w ith  affiduity, con tem p latin g  h is beau-  

ct tifu l features, and rece iv in g  happinefs from  

ic the fparkles o f  h is e y e . H e  ufed  to  lau gh  

ic w h en  I approached h im , and w h en  I departed, 

“  to  w eep  : fom etim es h e  tried to fe ize  me by
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"  the feet, and fhed tears if I flew out of his 
“ reach. Can this, I thought, can this be the ruler

of the univerfe ? Thus was I entangled by his 
“ illuflon, and my mind was perplexed with 
“ doubts; I became fad and penfive; but the 
“ divine infant laughed at my diftrefs. One 
“ day, he ran fuddenly to catch me ; but feeing 
<c his body black and his feet ruddy, I took my 
“ flight aloft with inexpreflible agitation: he 
“ flretched out his arm, and how high foever I 
“ flew, the fame arm purfued me - at an equal 
“ diftance. As foon as I reached the heaven of 
“ Brahma, I looked back, and ftill faw behind 
“ me the arm of Vijhn ; amazed and ftupefied,I 
“ clofed my eyes in a trance, and found my- 
“ felf, when I opened them, near the city of 
“  Ayodhya.

“ On my return to the palace of Jefret, I 
« renewed my homage to Ram ; but he made a 
“ fport of my confufion, which was fo great, 
“ that, as he laughed, 1 flew into his mouth : 
“ there I faw myriads of heavens infinitely fpen- 
“ did, myriads of Brahma's and Mahadayo s, 
“ myriads of funs, moons, and ftars, gods and 
“ goddefles, Rajas and Rdny s, and gazed beneath 
“ me on this vaft earth, girt with multitudinous 
“ feas, veined with rivers, clothed with forefts, 
“ a n d  peopled with numberlefs animals. Anhun- 
“ dred complete years I dwelled in each, heaven;
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“ and traverfing them all, was dazzled with their 
“ endlefsand unutterable glories ; but, whither- 
u foever I fhaped my courfe, I beheld one only, 
4C Ra m, the fame lovely infant, whofe idea was 
44 imprefled indelibly on my mind.

44 Having fpent a wonderful period of revolv- 
44 'ing aSes m this ethereal jaunt, I returned to 
ic my own habitation ; where I heard, that Ram 
“ was become incarnate, and, hadening to the 
44 place of his birth, I enjoyed the rapture of 
44 beholding him : yet was my heart ft ill agitated 
44 by a dorm of paffions, and a thoufand cares 
44 arofe in my bread;. Ram, knowing what 
44 anxiety his deceptions had produced, again 
<c laughed, and I flew out of his mouth into 
“ open air. On finding that I had rambled over 
“ fo many worlds, and feen fo many wonders in 

. fo few minutes, and on confidering the power 
44 of the divine fpirit, I fell breathlefs to the 
“ ground : at length : 4 Have pity, faid I, have 
“ pity on me ; and ccafe, O thou, who rewarded 
44 the devout! ceafe to delude and grieve thy 

humiliated votary. The deity then perceiv- 
Cc ing my unfeigned anguifh, fufpended the in- 
4C fluence of his Maia, placed his hands with 
44 gentlenefs on my head, relieved at once my 

folicitude ; and, having mildly heard a fervent 
4* effufion, which I pronounced with weeping 

eyes, commanded me to alk for whatever I
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kc mod defired: I afked for true piety towards 
“ him ; and he gave it with gracious praife*added 
a to heavenly benedictions. Adore, therefore, 
“  and invoke perpetually that invifible beings 
tc who, having no fhape, is defcribed in the 
u Vayds by a fimilitude, and compared to a 

bottomlefs ocean of innumerable virtues.” 
tC How falutary,” faid Gerur“ are the leffons 

u of a fpiritual inftrudtor! If a hundred Brahmas 
“ and a hundred Mahadayos had affifled me, 
a I fhould not have been fo effectually re- 
“ lieved.,,

After a long converfatioii between BufundzxdS. 
his penitent vifitor, in -which they reciprocally 
told their moft interefting adventures, the crow 
difcourfed more at large on the grandeur of 
jRam, and the bleffings of the age, in which he 
appeared ori earth. “ Very different,” con
tinued he, “ will be the Cal Tug, or age of 
“ impurity! Then fhall priefts, kings, and fub- 
c< jedts, be wholly abandoned to vice ; negledting 
“ holy rites, and the due obfervance of ranks; 
u not confidering genuine piety, as the true and 
<c invaluable gem, which all ought to feek: fuch 
fC as babble fafteft will be dignified with the title 
<c of Pendits; and fuch as relate moft untruths, 
tc with the epithet of virtuous ; they who wear 
tc necklaces of beads, and the drefs of Gofainsf 
u will be reverenced as obfervera of infpired
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fcripture 3 and they who fuffer their nails to 
“ grow unpared, and their hair uncut, or (land 
<c longeft on one leg, holding the other in their 
44 hand, as devout Senniydfys: the low call of 
u Shudrs will have Brahmens for their difciples  ̂
6i and prefume to wear the fame cord 3 while 
“ the Brahmens will be diftinguifhed only by 
44 that mark, which they will be fure to difplay 
44 uncovered: they will be illiterate, covetous, 
44 luxurious, inobfervant of rites, and refembling 
6( bulls without their tails3 diffipating the pro- 
44 pcrty, not the ignorance, or uneafinefs, of 
44 their pupils 3 and even parents will inftrudt 
“ their children in gluttony, not in religion. 
44 Then will Rajas be mercilefs, and profligate, 
44 putting Brahmens to death, and continually 
44 racking or amercing their fubjefts numbers of 
14 whom will die through want, lince famine will 
44 from time to time defolate whole provinces ; 
“ the clouds will fhed no rain; and the ground

will yield no return for the grains it has re- 
*4 ceived : yet, even in this debated age, the mi- 
44 ferable race of men may be faved by affe&ion- 
64 ate devotion towards Ram, not appearing in 
u external afts, but glowing in the recefles of 
44 the heart.”

<4 The diforders of that age,” faid the eagle, 
ic will, indeed, be as terrible, as the remedy is 
u delightful, and certain.”
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€c H a p p y , ”  f a i d  Bhujhunda, 44 w i l l  b e  t h e y ,  

ic w h o  f a i t h f u l l y  a p p l y  i t ; b u t  t h e  d o m i n a t i o n  

44 o f  p r i d e  is  m o r e  o r  l e f s  a b f o l u t e  i n  e v e r y  h u -  

44 m a n  b r e a f e : t h i s  a b o m i n a b l e  f i n  c a u f e d  t h e  

44 m a n y  c h a n g e s  o f  m y  f o r m ,  a n d  m y  c o n d e m n -  

44 a t i o n  t o  a  l o n e l y  r e f i d e n c e  a m o n g  t h e  r o c k s .

44 In a temple of Mahadjiyo I flood invok- 
44 ing his name, when the guide of my youth, 
44 my inflrudlor in religious duties, entered it 
44 with true humility; yet fuch was my arro- 
44 gance, from a vain conceit of my own piety 
44 and knowledge, that I made him no falutation 
44 and fhowed him no refpefl. He opened not 
44 his lips, nor was he moved to anger by my 
44 prefumption ; but the God, whom we adored, 
44 bore it not fo mildly, and in a tremendous 
44 voice from above, thundered againft me a fen- 
44 tence of perpetual mifery. This dreadful 
44 judgement threw my indulgent preceptor into 
44 an agony of grief; his limbs trembled, his 
44 tongue faultered; and calling himfelf on 
44 the earth, with clafped hands, he fupplicated 
44 for a mitigation of my doom. Such benig- 
44 nity, and zeal, could not but appeafe the 
44 wrathful divinity, who fpoke thus from the 
44 fummit of Cdilds: 4 Juflice requires the chaf- 
44 tifement of this proud mortal, but thy piety 
44 has procured a remiffion of its greatefl pains. 
44 He fhall fuffer a thoufand tranfmigrations, and 
44 in all of them fhall exifl without pleafure, but
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*< not without wifdom; he fhall be a conftant 
« adorer of Vijhny and again fhall affiduoufly 
** invoke my name. This bleffing, too, fliall 

attend him: he fliall be loved by all/ On 
leaving my human fhape by death, I was re- 

f' born in that of a ferpent; and in all my 
u metamorphofes, continued to worfhip Mahu-
• £ dayo, by whofe grace I left each body, as a 
i( man puts off his old vefture.

A f t e r  m a n y  c h a n g e s  1 b e c a m e  a  Brahmen, 
cc b u t  t h e  f e e d s  o f  p r i d e  ft  i l l  g e r m i n a t i n g  i n  m y

•  h e a r t ,  I  d i f l i k e d  t h e  i n f t r u & i o n s  o f  m y  f a t h e r ,  

“  a n d  r e t i r i n g  t o  t h e  w o o d s  a n d  m o u n t a i n s ,  m o -  

li d i t a t e d  i n c e f f a n t l y  o n  t h e  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  G o d  ; 

?c t h e r e  I  h e a r d  t h e  d i f e o u r f e s  o f  a  v e n e r a b l e  

“ Ricfhy,  w i t h  w h o m  I h a d  t h e  b o l d n e f s  t o  c o n -  

*c t e n d  i n  a r g u m e n t ,  a n d  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  p r e f e r -

ence of devotion towards the vifible, or incar- 
*'• nate, over that towards the invijible deity. The 
“ fage, irritated by my obftinate prefumption, 

loft for a while the command of his temper,
• ; and uttered an imprecation, in confequence of 
ii which I thus exift as a bird of the loweft race ;

but Mahddayo, having calmed his difturbed 
intellect, he repented of his anger, and when 

M I affumed my prefent figure, confoled me with 
V  tender expreffions, gave me the Mentr, or 
“ Incantation of Ran% advifed me to attend the 
“ God in his infancy, and afterwards to feek this 
- retirement, iu which I have fpent myriads of
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ie years: he concluded with a benizon, confirmed 
44 by a voice from heaven, faying : 4 Granted 
44 be the wifhes of the pious V9

44 H e r e  h a s  m y  o p i n i o n  b e e n  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  

44 d e e p l y  f i x e d ,  t h a t  t h e  i g n o r a n t  w h o  n e g l e d l  

a t h e  c o w  C a m d h e n ,  f o u r c e  o f  a l l  t r u e  f e l i c i t y ,  

44 a n d  a f p i r e  o n l y  t o  f e n f u a l  g r a t i f i c a t i o n s ,  r e -  

44 f e m b l e  t h o f e  w h o  g o  f e a r c h i n g  f o r  t h e  h e r b  

44 acun,  b u t  o n l y  d e f i r e  i t s  m i l k  3 t h a t  m e n  w i t h -  

44 o u t  r e l i g i o n ,  a r e  l i k e  t h o f e  w h o  t r y  t o  p a f s  t h e  

44 o c e a n  w i t h o u t  a  f h i p ;  a n d  t h a t ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  

44 h u m a n  f o u l  b e  a n  i m m o r t a l  e m a n a t i o n  f r o m  

44 t h e  d i v i n i t y ,  t h e y  w h o  a r e  f v / a y e d  b y  t h e i r  

u  p a f f i o n s ,  b e c o m e  l i k e  p a r r o t s  i n  a  c a g e ,  o r  a p e s  

4‘ c o n f i n e d  b y  a  c h a i n .  N o t  f o  t h e  r e l i g i o u s ,  

44 w h o  f t u d y  t h e  Vayds,  a n d  p e r f o r m  g o o d  a c -  

44 t i o n s  j  t h e y  r e f e m b l e  c o w s  d e p a f t u r i n g  g r e e n  

44 p l a i n s ,  w h o f e  u d d e r s  a r e  d i f t e n d e d  w i t h  m i l k ,  

44 w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  h e r d f m a n  f i l l s  h i s  b o w l ; t h e n ,  

44 h a v i n g  b o i l e d  i t ,  h e  l e t s  i t  c o o l  i n  t h e  f r e f h  a i r ,  

44 t u r n s  i t  i n t o  c u r d ,  a n d  b e a t s  i t  i n t o  d e l i c i o u s  

44 b u t t e r .  P i e t y  i s  t h e  f i r e ,  w h i c h  i n c r e a f e s  t h e  

4< g o o d n e f s  o f  t h e  m i l k ,  b u r n i n g  a w a y  t h e  f t a i n s  

44 o f  v i c e  ; a n d  r e p e n t a n c e  c o n f t i t u t e s  t h e  b u t t e r ,  

44 w h i c h  b e i n g  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  o i l ,  f u p p l i e s  t h e  

44 l a m p  o f  t h e  u n d e r f l a n d i n g ,  b y  w h i c h  d i v i n e  

44 b o o k s  a r e  p e r u f e d ,  a n d  l u m i n o u s  t r u t h s  d i f c o -  

44 v e r e d .  T h e n  t h e  p r o p i t i o u s  g o d s  d e l i g h t  t o  c o -  

44 o p e r a t e  w i t h  m o r t a l s ;  i n  e a c h  o f  w h o f e  c o r p o r e a l
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“  f e n f e s  a r e  m a n y  l a t t i c e s ,  w h e r e  t h e  d e i t i e s  

** c o n t i n u a l l y  k e e p  w a t c h  ; a n d ,  i f  t h e  f o u l  u n -  

“  w a r i l y  l e a v e s  t h e m  o p e n  t o  t h e  h o t  e n v e n o m e d  

“  w i n d  o f  t e m p t a t i o n ,  a  f i n c e r e  i n v o c a t i o n  o f  

“  t h o f e  h e a v e n l y  g u a r d i a n s  w i l l  p r e f e r v e  t h e  p r e -  

* ** c i o u s  l i g h t  f r o m  t o t a l  e x t i n c t i o n ”

u The tranfported eagle attentively heard the 
** fublime dodtrines of Bufunda, and requefted 
K him to complete the leflon, by defining the 
“ moll: excellent of natural forms, the higheft 
“ good, the chief pain and pleafure, the greateft 
“ ivickednefs, and the fevereft punilhment.

“  I  w i l l  t h e n  d e f c r i b e  t h e m , ’ a n l w e r e d  t h e  

“ c r o w ,  £ w i t h  p r e c i f i o n .  I n  t h e  t h r e e  w o r l d s ,  

e m p y r e a l ,  t e r r e f t r i a l ,  a n d  i n f e r n a l ,  n o  form e x -  

c e l s  t h e  human-, f u p r e m e felicity o n  e a r t h ,  c o n -  

“  f i l l s  i n  g e n u i n e  piety, a n d  contempt of worldly 
“ advantages; t h e  h i g h e f t  e n j o y m e n t  is  t h e  c o n -  

v e r f a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e v o u t ,  a n d  v i r t u o u s  ; t h e  

<c k e e n e f t  pain is  i n f l i c t e d  b y  extreme poverty • t h e  

ic w o r f t  o f  f i n s  is  uncharitablencfs, a n d  t h e  u n 

c h a r i t a b l e ,  w h o  n e v e r  f a i l  t o  b l a f p h e m e  t h e  

*c d e i t i e s ,  a n d  c o n t e m n  t h e  Fayds, f h a l l  b e  p u -  

a  n i f h e d  i n  the profoundeft hell • w h i l e  t h e  d e -  

“  f p i f e r s  o f  t h e i r  f p i r i t u a l  g u i d e s ,  f h a l l  e t e r n a l l y  

U ^ve as frogs; o f  t h e  Brahmens, a s  crows; o f  

“  t h e  p i o u s ,  a s  night- ravens; o f  o t h e r  m e n ,  a s  

bats : f u c h  m i f e r i e s  a r e  t h e  f r u i t  o f  u  n g o v e r n  -  

ft  e d  p a f f i o n  ! ’
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f< H o w  f h o u l d  h e , ’ c o n t i n u e d  Bufunda, 6 w h o  

l o v e s  ill m e n ,  a n d  w h o m  a l l  m e n  l o v e ,  b e  

t o r n  b y  a f f l i c t i o n  ; o r  h e  b e  n e c e f i l t o u s ,  w h o  

“  p o f f e f f e s  t h e  ( t o n e  Paras ? H o w  c a n  t h e y  w h o  

<c h a t e  t h e i r  n e i g h b o u r s ,  b e  f r e e  f r o m  t e r r o r ;  o r  

i( h o w  c a n  t h e  v o l u p t u o u s  b e  u l t i m a t e l y  f r e e  

“  f r o m  p a i n  ? H o w  c a n  t h a t  c o u n t r y  p r o f p e r ,  

u i n  w h i c h  Brahmens a r e  i n j u r i o u f l y  t r e a t e d  ? o r  

u h o w  f h a l l  t h a t  k i n g d o m  h a n d ,  i n  w h i c h  j u f t i c e  

<c is  n o t  a d m i n i f f e r e d  ? H o w  c a n  h e  f a i l  o f  f u c -  

u  c e l s ,  w h o  a c t s  w i t h  c i r c u m f p e d t i o n  ? H o w  

<c f l i a l l  t h e y  b e  t o r m e n t e d  w i t h  g l o o m y  a p p r e -  

“  h e n f i o n s ,  w h o  d e f p i f e  n o t  t h e  v i r t u o u s  ? H o w  

“  f l i a l l  h e  b e  r e f c u e d  f r o m  p e r d i t i o n ,  w h o  f e d u c e s  

“  t h e  w i f e  o f  a n o t h e r  ? o r  h e  l i v e  h a p p i l y ,  w h o  

“  m u r m u r s  a t  P r o v i d e n c e  ? W h o  c a n  b e  g l o r i f i e d  

w i t h o u t  m e r i t  ? a n d  w h o  c a n  b e  d i f h o n o u r e d  

“  w i t h o u t  b l a m e ?  H o w ,  l a f t l y ,  c a n  f i n  d w e l l  i n  

“  h i m ,  w h o  l i f t e n s  t o  t h e  f t o r y ,  a n d  p o u r s  f o r t h  

“  t h e  p r a i f e s  o f  R  a  m  ? N o  h a p p i n e f s  c a n  e q u a l  

t h e  p u r e  d e v o t i o n  o f  h i s  a d o r e r s ,  ”
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T H E  f o l l o w i n g  f r a g m e n t s  w e r e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  

p u r a s a l  o f  a  f r i e n d * ,  a n d  a r e  n o w  p u b l i s h e d  a t  h i s  

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n ,  c o m m u n i c a t e d  t o  t h e  E d i t o r  i n  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t e r m s ;

<c T h e  f r a g m e n t s  s u b m i t t e d  t o  m y  p e r u s a l ,  c o n s i s t  

“  o f  t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  p a s s a g e s  i n  t h e  V e d a s ,  a n d  ap~ 

“ p e a r  t o  b e  m a t e r i a l s  s e l e c t e d  b y  S i r  W i l l i a m  

u J o n e s  f o r  t h e  e l u c i d a t i o n  o f  a  D i s s e r t a t i o n  ‘ On 
“ the Primitive Religion of the Hindus/  T h i s  D i s -  

“ s e r t a t i o n  w a s  p r o f e s s e d l y  i n t e n d e d ,  c to remove 
“ the veil from the supposed mysteries of the primeval 
“ Indian Religion f  a n d  it  is  m u c h  t o  b e *  r e g r e t t e d ,  

“ t h a t  i t  w a s  n e v e r  c o m p l e t e d ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  f r a g -  

“  m e r i t s ,  w h i c h  a r c  e x t r e m e l y  c u r i o u s  a n d  i n t e r -  

“  e s t i n g ,  c a n n o t  b e  p u b l i s h e d  w i t h  t h a t  e l u c i d a t i o n  

“ w h i c h  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  p e n  

“  o f  t h e  t r a n s l a t o r .  I  r e c o m m e n d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  

“  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e m ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

“  e x t r a c t . ”

* Lord Teisrnmouth.o



ExiraB from a Dijfertation on the primitive 
Religion of the Hindus.

* * * f  *  * *  but that I may not
feem to appropriate the merit of difcoveries 
which others have previously made, I think it 
neceflary to fay, that the original Gayatri, or 
holieft verfe in the Veda, has already been pub
lished, though very incorrectly, by Fra Manuel 
da Affomcaon, a fuccefsful miflionary from For- 
tugal, who may have received it, as his country
men aSTert, from a converted Brdhman\ that 
the fame venerable text was feen in the hand of 
Mr. W ilkins, who no doubt well understood 
it, by two Pandits of my acquaintance; and 
that a paraphrafe of it in Persian may be found 
in the curious work of Darashucuh, wvhich 
deferves to /be mentioned very particularly. 
That amiable, but impolitic prince, who facri- 
ficed his throne, and his life, to a premature 
declaration of his religious opinions, had em
ployed fix months, as he tells us, at Banaras, in 
translating, and explaining, fifty-one Upanifoads, 
or fecrets of the old Indian fcripture; but he 
translated only the verbal interpretation of his 
Pandits, and blended the text of the Veda, with

O U i)



different gloffes, and even with the converfatiorl, 
I believe, of his living Hindu expofitors, who 
are naturally fo loquacious, that when they have 
began talking, they hardly know how to clofe 
their lips.

Of this book I procured, with the affiftance of 
Colonel Polier, a complete copy, collected by a 
learned Baja, named Anandaram , with whom 
the Colonel was very intimate : but though fub- 
lime, and majeftick, features of the original were 
difcernible, in parts, through folds of the Perjian 
drapery ; yet the Sanfcrit names were fo barba- 
roully written, and the additions of the tranl- 
lator has made the work fo deformed, that I 
refolved to poftpone a regular perufal of it till 
I  could compare it with the Sanfcrit original 
% % % % % % * * #
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THE G ATATRI OR H O LIEST VERSE  
OF THE VEDAS.

LET us adore the fupremacy of that divine 
fun *, the godhead j* who illuminates all, who 
recreates all, from whom all proceed, to whom 
all muft return, whom we invoke to diredt our 
underftandings aright in our progrefs toward his 
holy feat.J

*  *  *  * *

W hat the fun and light are to this vifible 
world, that, are the fupreme good, and truths to 
the intellectual and invifible univerfe; and, as 
our corporeal eyes have a diftinCt perception 
of objects enlightened by the fun, thus our fouls 
acquire certain knowledge, by meditating on the 
light of truth, which emanates from the Being 
of beings: that is the light by which alone our 
minds can be directed in the path to beatitude.

* Opposed to the visible luminary.
t  Bhargas'j a word consisting of three consonants, derived 

from bhfiy to shine; ram, to delight; gam, to move.
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a p a n i p a d o  j a v a n o  g r i h i t a ,  

p a f y a t y a c h a c l h a h  f a  s n n o  t y a c ' a r n a h

* l a  v e t t i  v e d y a m  n a  d i e  t a f y a  v e t t a * '

t a m a h u r a g r y a m  p e r u f h a m .  m a h a r i t a m .

W i t h o u t  h a n d  o r  f o o t  h e  r u n s  r a p i d l y ,  a n d  

g r a f p s  f i r m l y ;  w i t h o u t  e y e s  h e  l e e s ,  w i t h o u t  

e a r s  h e  h e a r s  all ; h e  k n o w s  w h a t e v e r  c a n  b e  

k n o w n ,  b u t  t h e r e  is  n o n e  w h o  k n o w s  h i m  ; 

H i m  t h e  w i f e  c a l l  t h e  g r e a t ,  f u p r e m e ,  p e r v a d 

i n g  f p i r i t .

O f  this text, and a few others, R a'dha c a n t  
has given a paraphrafe :

‘ c P e r f e c t  t r u t h  ; p e r f e c t  h a p p i n e f s ; w i t h o u t  

€c e q u a l  ; i m m o r t a l  ; a b s o l u t e  u n i t y  ; w h o m  n e i -  

Ct t h e r  f p e e c h  c a n  d e f c r i b e ,  n o r  m i n d  c o m p r e -  

6‘ h e n d  ; a l l - p e r v a d i n g  ; a l l - t r a n f c e n d i n g  ; d e -  

“ l i g h t e d  w i t h  h i s  o w n  b o u n d l e l s  i n t e l l i g e n c e , .  

u n o t  l i m i t e d  b y  I p a c e ,  o r  t i m e  ; w i t h o u t  fe e t , .

* Instead of Vetta some copies of the text have chetla for 
chela fit a, or dived or of the wind. To rj yzijw/ixov.
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4C moving fwiftly; without hands, grafping all 
ic worlds; without eyes, all-furveying ; without 
cc ears, all-hearing ; without an intelligent guide, 
“ underftanding all; without caufe, the firft 
cc of all caufes ; all-ruling ; all-powerful ; the 
ic creator, preferver, transformer, of all things; 
* fuch is the Great One : this the Vedas de- 
“ dare.”

EXTRACTS FROM THE VEDAS, 30*
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1. WHAT relifh can there be for enjoy*
. ments in this unfound body, filled with bad

odours, compofed of bones, {kin, tendons, mem- 
• branes, mufcles, blood, faliva, tears, ordure and 

urine, bile and mucus ?
2. What relifh can there be for enjoyment in 

this body; aflailed by defire and wrath, by ava
rice and illufion, fear and forrow, envy and 
hate, by abfence from thofe whom we love, and 
by union with thofe whom we diflike, by hunger 
and thirft, by difeafe and emaciation, by growth 
and decline, by old age and death?

3. Surely we fee this univerfe tending to de
cay, even as thefe biting gnats and other infedts $ 
even as the grafs of the field, and the trees of 
the foreft, which fpring up and then perifh.

4. But what are they ? Others, far greater, 
have been archers mighty in battle, and feme 
have been kings of the whole earth.

5 . S u D H U M N A ,  B h U R I D H U M N A ,  I N D R A -  

D H U M N A ,  C U V A L A Y A ' S W A ,  Y a NVANA' SWA, -

Avadhyaswa, Aswapati, Sasabindu,H a-
Y I S E H A N D R A ,  B a R I S HS H A,  N a HUSHA,  St /~  

R Y A T I ,  Y a Y A T I ,  V i CRAVA,  A C S H A Y A S E N A ,  

Priyavrata, and the reft.
6. M arutta likewife, and  B h a r a t a , w h o  

enjoyed all corporeal delights, y e t le ft th e ir
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Ex tr a c ts  from  the Vedas. sti

bouhdlefs profperity, and pafled from this world 
to the next.

7. But what are they ? Others yet greater, 
Gandawas, Afuras, Racjhafas, companies of fpi- 
■tits, Pifachas, UragaS, and Grahas, have we 
Teen been deftroyed.

8. But what are they? Others, greater ftill, 
•hav-e been changed ; vaft rivers dried ; moun
tains torn up; the pole itfelf moved from its 
place; the cords of the ftars rent afunder; the 
whole earth itfelf deluged with water; even the 

jfufes or angels hurled from their ftations.
9. In fuch a world, then, what relifh can there 

be for enjoyment ? Thou alone art able to raife 
-up.

I ,am in this world like a frog in a dry well: 
Thou only, O Lord, art my refuge; thou only 
,art my refuge.

8 8 2



1. MAY that foul of mine, which mounts aloft 
in my waking hours, as an ethereal fpark, and 
which, even in my Humber, has a like afcent, 
foaring to a great diftance, as an emanation from 
the light of lights, be united by devout medita
tion with the Spirit fupremely bleft, and fu- 
premely intelligent!

2. May that foul of mine, by an agent Jimilar 
to which the low-born perform their menial 
works, and the wife, deeply verfed in fciences, 
duly folemnize their facrificial rite; that foul, 
which was itfelf the primeval oblation placed 
within all creatures, be united by devout medi
tation with the Spirit fupremely bleft, and fu^ 
premely intelligent !

3. May that fojil of mine, which is a ray of 
perfect wildom, pure intellect and permanent 
exiftence, which is the unextinguifhable light 
fixed within created bodies, without which no 
good adl is performed, be united by devout me
ditation with the Spirit fupremely bleft, and fu
premely intelligent!

4. May that foul of mine, in which, as an im
mortal eflence, may be comprifed whatever has 
part, is prefent, or will be hereafter; by which 
the facrifice, where feven minifters officiate, is 
properly folemnized ; be united by devout me-

r ■ ■ * *
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ditation with the Spirit fupremely bleft, and fu
premely intelligent!

5. May that foul of mine, into which are in- 
ferted, like the fpokes of a wheel in the axle of 
a car, the holy texts of the Rigveda, the Saman  ̂
and the Yajufo • into which is interwoven all 
that belongs to created forms, be united by de
vout meditation with the Spirit fupremely bleft, 
and fupremely intelligent!

6. May that foul of mine, which, dijiributed 
in other bodies, guides mankind, as a fkilful cha
rioteer guides his rapid horfes with reins ; that 
foul which is fixed in my breaft, exempt from 
old age, and extremely fwift in its courfe, be 
united, by divine meditation, with the Spirit fu
premely bleft, and fupremely intelligent!

Veda, and ift Article of out Church.

“ There is one living and true G od, everlaft- 
€i ing, without body, parts, or paffion, of infinite 
“ power, wifdom, and goodnefs ; the maker and 
"  preferver of all things, both vifible, &c. &ic”
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F S A ' V A ' S Y A M ;

o r ,

A N  U PAN ISH A D  FRO M ' TH E T A J U R  V E D A-
I. BY one Supreme Ruler is this univerfe per* 

vaded; even every world in the whole circle of 
nature. Enjoy pure delight, G man ! by aban
doning all thoughts of this perifhable world j 
and covet not the wealth of any creature ex* 
ifting.

-2. He who, in this life, continually performs 
his religious duties, may defire to live a hundred 
years ; but even to the end of that period thou 
ihouldft have no other occupation here below.

3. To thofe regions, where evil fpirits dwell, 
and which utter darknefs involves, will fuch 
men furely go after death, as deftroy the purity 
of their own fouls.

4. There is one fupreme Spirit, which no
thing can fhake, more fwift than the thought of 
man. That primeval Mover, even divine intelli
gences cannot reach: that Spirit, though un
moved, infinitely tranfeends others, how rapid 
foever their courfe.

5. T h a t fuprem e Spirit m oves a t p leafurej
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but in. itfeif is immoveable ; it is diftant from us, 
yet very near us ; it pervades this whole fyftem 
of worlds, yet is infinitely beyond it.

6. The man who confiders all beings as ex- 
ifting even in the fupreme fpirit, and the fij- 
preme fpirit as pervading all beings, henceforth 
views no creature with contempt.

7. In him who knows that all fpiritual beings 
are the fame in kind with the fupreme fpirit* 
what room can there be for delufion of mind, or 
what room for forrow when he reflects on the 
identity of fpirit ?

8. The pure enlightened foul afliimes a lumi
nous form with no grofs body, with no perfo
ration, with no veins, or tendons, unblemifhed, 
untainted by fin, itfeif being a ray from the infi
nite fpirit, which knows the paft and the future, 
which pervades all, which exifted with no caufe 
but itfeif, which created all things as they are in 
ages very remote,

9. They who are ignorantly devoted to the 
mere ceremonies of religion are fallen into thick 
darknefs, but they furely have a thicker gloom 
around them whp are folely attached to fpe- 
culative fcience.

xo. A diftind reward, they fay, is referved for 
ceremonies, and a diftind reward, they fay, for 
divine knowledge; adding, This we have

heard from fages who declared it to us.”
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11. He alone is acquainted with the nature 
of ceremonies, and with that of fpeculative fci- 
ence, who is acquainted with both at once: by 
religious ceremonies he palfes the gulph of 
death, and by divine knowledge he attains im
mortality.

12. They who adore only the appearances and 
forms of the deity are fallen into thick darknefs, 
but they furely have a thicker gloom around 
them who are folely devoted to the abftradt ef- 
fence of the divine effence.

13. A diftindt reward, they fay, is obtained 
by adoring the forms and attributes, and a dif- 
tin£t reward, they fay, by adoring the abftradt 
effence; adding : “ This we have heard from 
fages who declare it to us.55

14. He only knows the forms and the effence 
of the deity who adores both at once ; by ador
ing the appearances of the deity, he paffes the 
gulph of death, and by adoring his abftrad ef
fence he attains immortality.

15. Unyeil, O Thou who giveft fuftenance
the world, that face of the true fun, which is

now hidden by a vafe of golden light! fo that we 
may fee the truth, and know our whole duty!

16. 0  Thou who giveft iuftenance to the 
world, thou foie mover of all, thou who re- 
ftraineft ftnners, who pervadeft yon great lumi
nary, who appeareft as the Son of the Creator;
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hide thy dazzling beams, and expand thy fpi- 
ritual brightnefs, that I may view thy moft auf- 
picious, moft glorious, real form.

“ OM, Remember me, divine fpirit V’
“ OM, Remember my deeds.”
17. That all-pervading fpirit, that fpirit which 

gives light to the vifible fun, even the fame in 
kind am I, though infinitely diflant in degree. Let 
my foul return to the immortal fpirit of God, 
and then let my body, which ends in allies, re
turn to duft!

18. 0  fpirit, who pervadeft fire, lead us In a 
ftraight path to the riches of beatitude ! Thou, 
O God, poflefleft all the treafures of knowledge : 
remove each foul taint from our fouls; we 
continually approach thee with the higheft 
praife, and the moft fervid adoration.

EXTRACTS FROM THE VEDAS.



FROM TH E TAJU RVEBA .

1. AS a tree, the lord of the foreft,. even fo,
' without fi&ion, is man : his hairs are as leaves;

his fkin, as exterior bark?
2. Through the fkin flows blood; through - 

the rind, fap : from a wounded man, therefore, 
blood gufhes, as the vegetable fluid from a tree 
that-is cut.

3. His mufeles are as interwoven fibres; the 
membrane round hig. bones as interior bark, 
which is clofely fixed : his bones are as the hard 
pieces of wood within: their marrow is <jom-? 
pofed of pith.

4. Since the tree, when felled, fprings again, 
Hill frefher, from the root, from what root 
fprings mortal man when felled by the hand 
of death ?

5. Say not, he fprings from feed: feed 
furely comes from the living. A tree, no 
doubt, rifes from feed, ?md after death has a 
viflble renewal.

6. But a tree which they have plucked up by 
the root, flourifhes individually no more. From 
what root then fprings mortal man when felled 
by the hand of dea^h •
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7. Say not he was born before; he is born: 
who can make him fpring. again to birth ?

8. God, who is perfect wifdom, perfedt hap- 
pinefs, Me is. the final refuge of the man, who 
has liberally bellowed his wealth, who has. been 
firm: in virtue, who knows, and adores, that, 
Great One,
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A  H TM N TO THE NIGHT.

NIGHT approaches Illumined jfith ftars and 
planets, and looking on all Tides with numberlefs 
eyes, overpowers all meaner lights. The im
mortal goddefs pervades the firmament covering 
the law valleys and fhrubs and the lofty moun
tains and trees, but foon fhe difturbs the gloom 
with celeftial effulgence, Advancing with 
brightriefs, at length fhe recalls her filler 
Morning; and the nightly fhade gradually 
melts away.

May fhe, at this time, be propitious,! She, 
in whofe early watch, we may calmly re
cline in our manfion, as birds repofe on the 
tree.

Mankind now fleep in their towns; now 
herds and flocks peacefully flumber, and 
winged creatures, even fwift falcons and vul-s 
tures.

O Night, avert from us the fhe-wolf and the 
wolf; and oh I fuffer us to pafs thee in foothing 
reft!

O Morn, remove, in due time, this black, yet 
vifible, overwhelming darknefs which at pre- 
fent infolds me, as thou enableft me to remove 
the cloud of their debts.
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Daughter of heaven, I approach thee with 
praife, as the cow approaches her milker; ac
cept, O Night, not the hymn only, but the ob
lation of thy fuppliant, who prays that his foes 
may be fubdued.
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The following ‘Fragment-is a Tr(inflation from a 
Sanscrit Work* entitled.,

THE IGNORANT INSTRUCTED*

1 * 1 !  i t  i i  ■ II T“* ' -------- *-----------

1. RESTRAIN, O ignorant man, thy de
lire of wealth, and become a hater of it in body* 
underftanding, and mind : let the riches thoil 
pofleffeth be acquired by thy own good actions, 
with thofe gratify thy foul.

2. The boy fo long delights in his play, the 
youth fo long purfues his beloved, the old fo 
long brood over melancholy thoughts, that no 
man meditates on the fupreme being.

3. Who is thy wife, and who thy fon ? 
How great and wonderful is this world; whofe 
thou art, and whence thou comeft ? Meditate on 
this, my brother, and again on this.

4. Be not proud of wealth and attendants, 
and youth ; fince time deftroys all of them in 
the twinkling of an eye : check thy attachment 
to all thefe illufions, like Maya\ fix thy heart
on the foot of Brahma, and thou wilt foon know 
him.



As a drop of -water moves on the leaf of 
the lotus ; thus, or more 'flippery, is human 
life: the company of the virtuous endures here 
but for a moment ; that is the vehicle to bear 
thee over land and ocean.

6. To dwell in the manfion of Gods at the 
foot of a tree; to have the ground for a bed, 
and a hide for vefture; to renounce all ties of 
family or connections; who would not receive 
delight from this devout abhorrence of the 
world.

7. Set not thy affeCtions on foe, or friend; 
on -a fon, or a relation; in war, or in peace ; 
bear an equal mind towards all; if thou defn-eft 
ft, thou wilt foon be like Vijhnu.

8. Day and night, evening and mom, winter 
and fpring, depart and return 1 Time fports, 
age paffes on, defire and the wind continue un- 
reftrained.

9. When the body is tottering, the head 
grey, and the mouth toothlefs ; when the fmooth 
ftick trembles in the hand, which it fupports, yet 
the veffel of covetoufnefs remains unemptied.

10. So Toon born, fo foon dead ! fo long ly
ing in thy mother’s womb! fo great crimes are 
committed in the world ! How then, O man, 
canft thou live here below with complacency ?

11. There are eight original mountains, and 
feven feas—Brahma, Indr a, the Sun, and Kuara.
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—Thefe ate permanent, not thou, not I, not 
this, or that people: what, therefore, fhould 
occafion our forrow ?

12. In thee, in me, in every other, Vifhnu re
sides : in vain art thou angry with me, not bear
ing my approach : this is perfectly true, all mull 
be efteemed equal: be not, therefore, proud of 
a magnificent palace.

This is the inftrudtion of learners, delivered 
in twelve meafures: what more can be done 
with thofe, whom this work doth fill with 
devotion ?

Thus ends the book, named Mohadmudgara, 
or the Ignorant Inftrudled, (properly the Mallet 
of the Ignorant,) compofed by the holy, devout, 
and profperous Sancar Acharya.
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. ADVERTISEMENT.

THIS book is the firft ever printed ill 
Sanfcrit; and it is by the prefs alone, that the 
ancient literature of India can long be preferved : 
a learner of that moft interefting language who 
had carefully perufed one of the popular gram
mars, could hardly begin his courfe of ftudy 
with an eafier or more eleeant work, than the 
Ritufanhdra, or AJfemblage of Seafons. Every 
line compofed by C a 'l i d a ' s is exquifitely po- 
lifhed ; and every couplet in the poem exhibits 
an Indian landfcape, always beautiful, fometimes 
highly coloured, but never beyond nature : four 
copies of it have been diligently collated; and 
where they differed, the cleareft and moft natural 
reading has conftantly had the preference.
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L A I L t  MAJNtTN,

A

PERSIAN POEM

OF
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PREFACE.

AMONG eleven or twelve -Perjian poems on 
theftory of Laili' and Majnu'n, that of H a'- 

■T I F i '  feems univerfally efteemed the fimpleft 
and moft pathetick. The tale itfelf is extremely 
fimple; and the more affedting, becaufe it is 
true; for K a is , who became frantick from dis
appointed love, and thence had the furname of 
Majnun, was a moft accompli died and amiable 
youth, the only fon of an Arabian chieftain in 
the firft age of the Mohammedan empire: frag
ments of his beautiful poetry are ftill repeated 
with rapture by the Arabs of Hejaz ; and the 
beft works of the Perjians abound in allufions 
to his unfortunate palfion. L aili , or Laila , 
as her name is pronounced in Arabia, was the 
daughter of a neighbouring chief, and was alfo 
eminently accomplilhed; yet fhe had no tran- 
fcendant beauty, it feems, in any eyes but thofe 
of her lover : Sadi', who reprefents her with a 
fwarthy complexion and of low ftature, tells a
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long, but agreeable, ftory on the fame fubjeft, 
which the M aulavi of Rum has comprized in 
two couplets—“ The KbO lifahfaid to L a ili', a r t  
u thou the damfel\ f o r  whom the loft Majnu'n is 
“ become, a wanderer in the defert? Thou furpafteft 
a not other g irls  i?i beauty. She faid : R e filen t \ 
cc fo r  thou a r t not Majnun.”

For the fhort account of our Poet exhibited in 
the Perftan preface, we are obliged to the kind- 
nefs of Al i' Ibra'hi'm Kha'n, one of the beft 
bred, moft learned, and mod virtuous Mufelmans 
in the Britijh. territories, Abdullah, fur- 
named H a t if i ', who died in the year 1520 of 
our era, was a nephew, we find, of Nu rud- 
di'n, ufually called J a'mi' from the village of 
Jam in Khordfdn> with whom he lived on more 
amicable terms, than could naturally have been 
expected between rival poets ; and, if he was 
inferiour to his uncle in learning or in art, 
he certainly furpaffed him in genius. His prin
cipal ambition was to enter the lifts with N i- 
z a mf, by compofing five poems on the fame or- 
fimilar fubje&s with the Khamfah of that illuf- 
trious author ; and how far he fucceeded in 
his competition, every reader muft decide for 
himfelf: for my opinion is, that he has not even 
approached the fplendour and fublimity of his 
matter's diftion, but that he has excelled him in 
tendernefs and fimplicity; and, moft probably,
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Niza'Mi' valued himfelf folely on his rich and 
elevated compofition, whilft H aT ifi' aimed 
only at fweetnefs and pathos, each attaining the 
fummit of excellence in the ihyle which he pro- 
felled. The fate of the two poets has been very 
different; for, while the five poems ofNiZA7Mi 
have a place in molt Ajlatick libraries and in 
general are beautifully copied, thofe of H a- 
t.ifi' are extremely fcarce and negligently tran- 
feribed: his Haft Paicar, or the Seven Images, 
is barely named by D’H erbelot, who 
mentions alfo his Zafar Namah> an Heroick 
Poem on the actions of T aimu'r, which was 
defigned to emulate that of N iza m i on the 
victories of Alexander ; but I have never been 
able to procure any of his works except his 
L a il i ' Majnun , the fcarcity of which was 
my chief inducement for publifhing it. The 
reader muff not expeCt a complete edition of the 
poem, which I have neither materials nor leiiure 
to exhibit, but merely an impreffion of my ma- 
nufeript, which unhappily is far from being cor
rect. A Mnfelmdn of high rank, whQ firft 
named the work to me, promifed to fend me in 
Bengal a well-collated copy of i t ; but he forgot 
his promife; and the imperfection of this edition 
muft partly be aferibed to his forgetfulnefs; 
partly to my own hafte, inadvertence, or igno
rance. Since the book has been printed, I have
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read it four or five times with great attention; 
and, having procured two other manufcripts, 
when the laft fheet was in the prefs, I perufed 
them alfo with as much attention as they de- 
ferved, but with very trifling advantage : I then 
formed a table of corrections, while two learned 
natives were feverally engaged in the fame la
bour; but, finding their tables to differ confider- 
ably from each other, I have reduced them to 
a fhort compafs by omitting every doubtful 
emendation, and every grammatical errour, by 
which no Perjian fcholar could be milled. In 
many places the common orthographical marks 
are omitted (as they are, indeed, in the beft manu
fcripts), and in fome places they are added, where 
the fenfe or the metre neceflarily requires their 
omiflion: between fome few words the co
pulative is erroneoufly inferted, and between 
others it is inaccurately omitted, having pro
bably dropped out in the prefs-work: laftly, 
fome couplets are evidently tranfpofed, efpecially 
in the dialogue between Majnu'n andLAiLi'’s 
mother, where I fufpe&ed on the firft perufal of 
it, that near thirty diftichs were out of their 
place ; but I had not the courage to depart from 
the authority of my manufcript in a molt pa- 
thetick epifode, where it might have been the 
poet s defign to break the ufual connexion of 
ideas in minds diftraCled with anguilh; as the
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great Italian compofers often violate every rule 
of harmony in exprefling tumultuous paflions. 
On the whole, the book is by no means perfect; 
but, fince it is far more corredi than any Perjian 
or Arabick book of the fame length, that I ever 
perufed, I am fully convinced that it will afford 
the reader as much delight, as I have myfelf 
received, and fhall continue to receive, from it.

The beft guide in amending all poetical works 
is an accurate knowledge of the meafures, in 
which they are compofed ; yet a want of that 
knowledge in editors of Greek and Arabian 
poems, has been the occafion of fo many miff 
takes, that a collection of them would fill a vo
lume : in Perjian few poems have been printed ; 
but, if Gentius had only been able to diftin- 
guifh profe from verfe, as it is manifeft that he 
was not able, he would have done more juftice 
to the beautiful Gnliftdn, which he had the merit 
of feledling for publication. The meafure of 
the poem before us, which has enabled me to 
correct a number of lines in it, is exactly in this 
form :

Lex omnibus imperare debet,

with a flrong accent on the fecond, feventh, and 
tenth fyllables ; and it is very remarkable, that 
almoft every couplet in that meafure may be
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t r a n f p o f e d ,  b y  a n  e a f y  c h a n g e  o f  t h e  a c c e n t ,  

i n t o  c o m m o n  Englifh v e r f e  : t h u s  H a ' t i f T  f a y s ,

an t'orfah fahi kadi gulenddm 
az kais robud sabru dram, 
budi birokhi niciiyi u Jhad, 
va% khwab u khorejh nayamadiyddy 
ifok amad u der du sinah jd  card, 
khodra biduyar djhnd card, 
baz amadi u bihem nijhajit, 
vaz goft u Jheriid leb nabaJU, 
ijhan gbemi dil bicas nagoftendy 
razt del az \n u an nahoftend\

Thefe five diftichs may be thus tranflated in 
the mcafure of the original:

With cheeks, where eternal paradise bloom’d,
Sweet Laili the soul of Kazs had consum’d ;
Transported her hcav’nly graces he view’d,
Of slumber.no more he thought, nor of food :
Love rais’d in their glowing bosoms his throne,
Adopting the chosen pair as his own,
Together on flow’ry scats they repos’d ;
Their lips not one idle moment were clos’d :
T. o mortals they gave no hint of their smart j 
Love only the secret drew from each heart.

A n c i  a  b a r e  t r a n f p o f i t i o n  o f  t h e  a c c e n t s  g i v e s  

u s  f i v e  Englijh c o u p l e t s  i n  t h e  f o r m ,  w h i c h  f o m e  

c a l l  h e r o i c k ,  a n d  o t h e r s ,  e l e g i a c k :
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With cheeks, where paradise eternal bloom’d,
Sweet La'ili had the soul of Kais consum'd ;
Her heav’nly graces he transported view’d;
No more he thought of slumber or of food.
Love in their glowing bosoms rais’d hi6 throne,
The chosen pair adopting as his own.
On fiow’ry seats together they repos’d ;
Their lips one idle moment were not clos’d ;
No hint they gave to mortals of their smart;
Love only drew the secret from each heart.

N e v e r t h e l e f s ,  i f  t h e  w h o l e  p o e m  f h o u l d  e v e r  

b e  t r a n f l a t e d  i n t o  Englijh ( b y  m e  i t  c e r t a i n l y  

n e v e r  w i l l ) ,  I  w o u l d  r e c o m m e n d  a  v e r f i o n  i n  

m o d u l a t e d ,  b u t  u n a f f e c t e d ,  p r o f e  i n  p r e f e r e n c e  

t o  r h y m e d  c o u p l e t s  ; a n d ,  t h o u g h  n o t  a  { i n g l e  

i m a g e  o r  t h o u g h t  f h o u l d  b e  a d d e d  b y  t h e  t r a n s 

l a t o r ,  y e t  i t  w o u l d  b e  a l l o w a b l e  t o  o m i t  f e v e r a l  

c o n c e i t s ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  a p p e a r  u n b e c o m i n g  i n  

a n  European d r e f s  ; f o r  t h e  p o e m ,  w i t h  a l l  i ts  

b e a u t i e s ,  h a s  c o n c e i t s  i n  i t ,  l i k e  t h e  b l a c k  f p o t s  o n  

f o m e  v e r y  b e a u t i f u l  f l o w e r s ;  b u t  t h e y  a r e  n e i t h e r  f o  

n u m e r o u s  n o r  f o  u n p l e a f i n g ,  a s  t h o f e  i n  t h e  p o e m  

o f  V enus a n d  A donis, a n d  w e  c a n n o t  w i t h  

j u f t i c e  f l i o w  le f s  i n d u l g e n c e  t o  a  p o e t  o f  Irdn9 

t h a n  w e  a l l  f h o w  t o  o u r  i m m o r t a l  c o u n t r y m a n ,  

S hakspe are,
I  w i f h  I  c o u l d  c o n c e a l  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o b j e C t  o f  

t h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  w i t h o u t  i m p e d i n g  o r  d e l a y i n g  

the o b j e C t  i t f e l f ; b u t ,  f i n c e  I  a m  c o n f c i o u s ,  t h a t
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•what I am going to add has the appearance only 
of orientation, and that my purpofe cannot 
be anfwered, unlefs it be fpeedily and ge
nerally known, I think it necelTary to declare, 
that the property of the whole impreffion 
belongs from this moment to the attorney for 
the poor in the Supreme Court, in trull for the 
miferable perfons under execution for debt in 
the prifon of Calcutta: fhould all the copies be 
fold, there will be near twelve thoufand Sicca 
Rupees in the hands of the truflee, who will 
immediately apply them, without any diftin&ion 
of religion or country, to the effectual relief, as 
far as they will extend, of fuch pnfoners as have 
been longeft confined, and are not relievable by 
the rules of the Court. This affiflance, I fear, 
will fet at liberty but few of the unhappy men, 
who now fuffer the word of human misfortunes; 
but it is poffible, that the liberality of the publick 
may, in fome mode or another, extend ltfelf to 
thofe who remain in prifon; for, even if the 
legiflature fhould ultimately relieve them, yet 
multitudes of them will perifh, and all muft wifh 
to perifh, before any relief can arrive from 
Europe.

The incorre&nefs of modern Arabian and 
Perfian books is truly deplorable: nothing can 
preferve them in any degree of accuracy but the 
art of printing; and, if Afiatick literature fhould
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e v e r  b e  g e n e r a l ,  i t  m u f t  d i f f u f e  i t f e l f ,  a s  Greek 
l e a r n i n g  w a s  d i f f u f e d  i n  Italy a f t e r  t h e  t a k i n g  

o f  Constantinople, b y  m e r e  i m p r e f f i o n s  o f  t h e  

b e f t  m a n u f c r i p t s  w i t h o u t  v e r f i o n s  o r  c o m m e n t s ,  

w h i c h  f u t u r e  f c h o l a r s  w o u l d  a d d  a t  t h e i r  l e i f u r e  

t o  f u t u r e  e d i t i o n s  ; b u t  n o  p r i n t e r  c o u l d  e n g a g e  

i n  f o  e x p e n f i v e  a  b u f m e f s  w i t h o u t  t h e  p a t r o n a g e  

a n d  t h e  p u r f e  o f  m o n a r c h s  o r  f t a t e s  o r  f o c i e t i e s  

o f  w e a l t h y  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  o r  a t  leaf!: w i t h o u t  a  l a r g e  

p u b l i c k  f u b f c r i p t i o n  : t h e r e  a r e  p r i n t e r s  i n  Ben
gal, w h o ,  i f  t h e y  w e r e  d u l y  e n c o u r a g e d ,  w o u l d  

g i v e  u s  e d i t i o n s  o f  H a'fiz a n d  Sadi, o r ,  p e r 

h a p s ,  o f  N i z ami ' a n d  Firdausi ; a n d  t h e r e  a r e  

i n d i g e n t  n a t i v e s  o f  e m i n e n t  l e a r n i n g ,  w h o  w o u l d  

g l a d l y  c o r r e c t  t h e  p r e f s  f o r  a  f m a l l  m o n t h l y  

f a l a r y .  I  f h a l l  e v e r  b e  r e a d y  t o  p r o m o t e  f u c h  

u n d e r t a k i n g s  a s  a  f u b f c r i b e r ,  b u t  f h a l l  n e v e r  

m o r e  a p p e a r  a s  a n  e d i t o r  o r  a  t r a n f l a t o r  o f  a n y  

Perjian b o o k  w h a t e v e r .

W .  J ones.
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^  Catalogue of Sanfcrit, and other Oriental 
Manufcripts, prefented to the- Iloyal Society by 
Sir William and Lady Jones„

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  l e t t e r  w i l l  ( h e w  t h e  m o t i v e s  w h i c h  

i n d u c e d  t h e  E d i t o r  t o  c o m p l e t e  S i r  W i l l i a m  

J o n e s ’ s g i f t ,  b y  p r e f e n t i n g  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  h i s  

v a l u a b l e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  E a f t e r n  M a n u f c r i p t s  t o  

t h e  R o y a l  S o c i e t y ,  i n  t h e  h o p e s  o f  t h e i r  

b e c o m i n g  a  g e n e r a l  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  t o  t h e  

l e a r n e d .

Gardens, near Calcutta, Jan. 29, 1792.

M y  d e a r  S i r  J oseph,
I a n n e x  a  b i l l  o f  l a d i n g ,  w h i c h  w i l l  e x p l a i n  

i t f e l f .  S h o u l d  I l i v e  t o  h a v e  t h e  p l e a f u r e  o f  

f e e i n g  y o u  a g a i n ,  y o u  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  g o o d n e l s  t o  

l e t  m e  t a k e  t h e  m a n u f c r i p t s ,  w i t h  t h e  c a r e  o f  

w h i c h  I  n o w  t r o u b l e  y o u  ; f h o u l d  I  d i e ,  y o u  

w i l l  d e p o f i t  t h e m  i n  t h e  R o y a l  S o c i e t y ,  f o  t h a t  

t h e y  m a y  b e  l e n t  o u t ,  w i t h o u t  d i f f i c u l t y ,  t o  a n y  

f t u d i o u s  m e n  w h o  m a y  a p p l y  f o r  t h e m .  I a m  

f o  b u f y  a t  t h i s  f e a f o n ,  t h a t  I  c a n  o n l y  b i d  y o u  

f a r e w e l ,  f r o m ,

D e a r  S i r  J oseph,
Y o u r  e v e r - f a i t h f u l ,

A n d  o b e d i e n t  f e r v a n t ,

W .  J O N E S .

Sir Jofeph Banks, Bart.



A  CATALOGUE, &c. taken by C. W i l k i n s , 

Efq, F.R.S. part of which (as fa r as No. 56J 
was read before the R o y a l  S o c i e t y , June 
2 8 ,  1 7 9 8 .

All the notes at the bottom of the page, are copied from the 
Manuscript of Sir William Jones, in each of the books 
referred to.

1. a. M a HA'-BHA'RATA.
A poem in eighteen books, exclufive of the 

part called Raghuvanfa; the whole attributed to 
Crijhna Dwaipdyana Vyafa; with copious notes by 
Nila-canta. This ftupendous work,when perfect, 
contains upwards of one hundred thoufand metri
cal verfes. The main fubjed is the hiftory of the 
race of Bharata, one of the ancient kings of 
India, from whom that country is faid to have 
derived the name of Bhdrata-varjha; and more 
particularly that of two of its collateral branches, 
diftinguifhed by the patronymics, the Curavas 
and the Puravas (fo denominated from two of 
their anceftors, Curu and Puru) , and of their 
bloody contentions for the fovereignty of Bha
rat a-varjha, the only general name by which 
the aborigines know the country we call India,

1. Maha-Bharati. The great story from Bharati speech. 
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a n d  t h e  A r a b s  a n d  P e r f i a n s  Hind a n d  Hindojian• 
B u t , b e f i d e s  t h e  m a i n  f t o r y ,  a  g r e a t  v a r i e t y  o f  o t h e r  

f u b j e C t s  is  t r e a t e d  o f ; b y  w a y  o f  i n t r o d u c t i o n  a n d  

e p i f o d e .  T h e  p a r t  e n t i t l e d  Hagbu-vanfa c o n 

t a i n s  a  d i f t i n C t  h i f t o r y  o f  t h e  r a c e  o f  Crijhna• 
1  h e  Mahd-bharata i s  f o  v e r y  p o p u l a r  t h r o u g h 

o u t  t h e  E a f t ,  t h a t  i t  h a s  b e e n  t r a n f l a t e d  i n t o  m o f t  

o f  i t s  n u m e r o u s  d i a l e C t s  ; a n d  t h e r e  is  a n  a b r i d g 

m e n t  o f  i t  i n  t h e  P e r f i a n  l a n g u a g e ,  f e v e r a l  c o p i e s  

o f  w h i c h  a r e  t o  b e  f o u n d  i n  o u r p u b l i c k  l i b r a r i e s .  

T h e  Gita, w h i c h  h a s  a p p e a r e d  i n  a n  E n g l i f h  

d r e f s ,  f o r m s  p a r t  o f  t h i s  w o r k ;  b u t ,  a s  i t  c o n t a i n s  

d o C t r i n e s  t h o u g h t  t o o  f u b l i m e  f o r  t h e  v u l g a r ,  

i t  is  o f t e n  l e f t  o u t  o f  t h e  t e x t ,  a s  h a p p e n s  t o  b e  

t h e  c a f e  i n  t h i s  c o p y .  I t s  p l a c e  is  i n  t h e  6 t h  

b o o k ,  c a l l e d  Bhifhma-parva. T h i s  c o p y  is  

w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  w h i c h ,  b y  w a y  o f  p r e 

e m i n e n c e ,  is  c a l l e d  Deva-ndgari, L y  J .

1. b. Ditto.
A n o t h e r  c o p y ,  w i t h o u t  n o t e s ,  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  

c h a r a c t e r  p e c u l i a r  t o  t h e  p r o v i n c e  o f  Bengal\ i n  

w h i c h  t h e  Brahmans o f  t h a t  c o u n t r y  a r e  w o n t  t o  

t r a n f c r i b e  a l l  t h e i r  Sanfcrit b o o k s .  M o f t  o f  t h e  

a l p h a b e t s  o f  I n d i a ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  d i f f e r  v e r y  

m u c h  i n  t h e  f h a p e  o f  t h e i r  l e t t e r s ,  a g r e e  i n  t h e i r  

n u m b e r  a n d  p o w e r s ,  a n d  a r e  c a p a b l e  o f  e x p r e f s -  

i n g  t h e  Sanfcrit, a s  w e l l  a s  t h e i r  o w n  p a r t i c u l a r  

l a n g u a g e .  T h i s  c o p y  c o n t a i n s  t h e  Gita, i n  i t s  

p r o p e r  p l a c e .  L y  J .
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2. a . Rd?naya?2a.
T h e  a d v e n t u r e s  o f  Rama, a  p o e m  i n  f e v e n  

b o o k s ,  w i t h  n o t e s ,  i n  t h e  Devanagari c h a r a c t e r .  

T h e r e  a r e  f e v e r a l  w o r k s  w i t h  t h e  f a m e  t i t l e ,  b u t  

t h i s ,  w r i t t e n  b y  Vdlmic, i s  t h e  m o f t  e f t e e m e d .  

T h e  f u b j e d t  o f  a l l  t h e  Ramdyan s i s  t h e  f a m e  : 
t h e  p o p u l a r  f t o r y  o f  Rama, f u r n a m e d  Ddfarathi, 

f u p p o f e d  t o  b e  a n  i n c a r n a t i o n  o f  t h e  g o d  Vijhnuy 
a n d  h i s  w o n d e r f u l  e x p l o i t s ,  t o  r e c o v e r  h i s  b e l o v e d  

Sitd o u t  o f  t h e  h a n d s  o f  Ravana, t h e  g i g a n t i c k  

t y r a n t  o f  Lancd. L y  J .

2. b. Ditto.

A n o t h e r  c o p y ,  i n  t h e  Bengal c h a r a c t e r ,  w i t h - v 

o u t  n o t e s ,  b y  Vdlmic. L y  J .

2. c. Ditto.
A  v e r y  f i n e  c o p y ,  i n  t h e  Devanagari c h a r a c 

t e r ,  w i t h o u t  n o t e s ; b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  n o t  f i n i s h 

e d ,  t h e  w r i t e r  h a v i n g  b e e n  r e d u c e d  t o  a  f t a t e  o f  

i n f a n i t y ,  b y  h a b i t u a l  i n t o x i c a t i o n .  S i r  W .  J .

3. a. Sri Bhagavat.
A  p o e m  i n  t w e l v e  b o o k s ,  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Crijhna 

Dwaipdyana Vyafa, t h e  r e p u t e d  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  

Maha-bhdrat, a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  w o r k s  ; w i t h  

n o t e s  b y  Sridhard Swd?ni. Devanagari c h a r a c 

t e r .  I t  i s  t o  b e  f o u n d  i n  m o f t  o f  t h e  v u l g a r  

d i a l e d t s  o f  I n d i a ,  a n d  i n  t h e  P e r f i a n  l a n g u a g e .  

I t  h a s  a l f o  a p p e a r e d ,  i n  a  v e r y  i m p e r f e d t  a n d  

a b r i d g e d  f o r m ,  i n  F r e n c h ,  u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e  o f  Ba- 
gavadam, t r a n l l a t e d  f r o m  t h e  Tdmul v e r f i o n .  T h e
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chief fubjeCt of the Bhagavat is the life of 
Crijhna; but, being one of that fpecies of com- 
pofition which is called Purana, it necelfarily" 
comprifcs five fubjeCts, including that, which 
may be confidered the chief. The Brahmans 
in their book, define a Purana to be “ a poem 
“ treating of five fubjeCts : primary creation, or 
“ creation of matter in the abftraCt; fecondary 
“ creation, or the production of the fubordinatebe- 
“ mgs,'both fpiritual and material; chronological 
“ account of their grand periods pf time, called 
“ Manwantaras; genealogical rife of families, 
“ particularly of thofe who have reigned in 
“ India; and, laftly, a hiftory of the lives of 
<c particular families.” Ly J.

3. b. Ditto.
Another copy, in the Bengal character, with

out notes. Ly J.
3. c. Ditto.
Another copy, on palm leaves, in the Bengal 

character. Sir W. J.
4. Agni Purana.
This work, feigned to have been delivered by 

Agni, the god of fire, contains a variety of fub^ 
jeCts, and feems to have been intended as an 
epitome of Hindu learning. The poem opens 
with a fhort account of the feveral incarnations 
of Vijhnu ; particularly in the perfons of MM®| 
wiiofe exploits are the theme of the Rdmdyan,
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and of Crijhna, the material offspring of Vafu- 
deva. Then follow a hiftory of the creation; 
a tedious dilfertation on the worfhip of the gods, 
with a defcription of their images, and direc
tions for conftrudfing and fetting them up ; a 
concife defcription of the earth, and of thofe 
places which are efteemed holy, with the 
forms of worfhip to be obferved at them; a 
treatife on aftronomy, or rather aftrology ; a va
riety of incantations, charms, and jfpells, for 
every occafion; computation of the periods 
called Manwantaras; a defcription of the feveral 
religious modes of life, called A'frama, and the 
duties to be performed in each of them refpec- 
tively; rules for doing penance; fealts and fafts to 
be obferved throughout theyear; rules for bellow
ing charity; a differtation on the great advantages 
to be derived from the myftic word OM ! with 
an hymn to Vqfijhta. The next fubjedl relates 
to the office and duties of princes ; under which 
head are given rules for knowing the qualities 
of men and women; for choofingarms and en- 
figns of royalty; for the choice of precious 
Hones; which are followed by a treatife on the 
^tt of war, the greatell part of which is wanting 
in this copy. The next head treats of worldly 
tranfadtions between man and man, in buying 
and felling, borrowing and lending, giving and 
receiving, &c. (Ac. and the laws refpedting them. 
Then follow certain ordinances, according to the
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chief fubjed of the Bbagavat is the life of 
Crijhna; but, being one of that fpecies of com- 
pofition which is called Purdna, it neceflarily 
comprifes five fubjeds, including that, which 
may be confidered the chief. The Brahmans 
in their book, define a Purdna to be “ a poem 
«* treating of five fubjeds : primary creation, or 
“ creation of matter in the abftrad; fecondary 
“ creation, or the produdionofthefubordinatebe- 
“ ings, both fpiritual and material; chronological 
“ account of their grand periods pf time, called 
“ Manwantaras', genealogical rife of families, 
“ particularly of thofe who have reigned in 
“ India; and, laftly, a hiftory of the lives of 
“ particular families.” Ly J.

3. b. Ditto.
Another copy, in the Bengal charader, with

out notes. Ly J.
3. c. Ditto.
Another copy, on palm leaves, in the Bengal 

charader. Sir W. J.
4. Agni Purdna.
This work, feigned to have been delivered by 

Agni, the god of fire, contains a variety of fub-> 
jeds, and feems to have been intended as an 
epitome of Hindu learning. The poem opens 
with a fhort account of the feveral incarnations 
of Vijhnu ; particularly in the perfons of jRdmat 
w'aofe exploits are the theme of the Ramayan,
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and of Crijhna, the material offspring o f Vafu- 
deva. Then follow a hiliory of the creation; 
a tedious differtation on the worlhip of the gods, 
with a defcription of their images, and direc
tions for conllrudling and fetting them up ; a 
concife defcription of the earth, and of thofe 
places which are efteemed holy, with the 
forms of worfhip to be obferved at them; a 
treatife on aftronomy, or rather aftrology ; a va
riety of incantations, charms, and fpells, for 
every occafion; computation of the periods 
called Manwantaras; a defcription of the feveral 
religious modes of life, called Aframa, and the 
duties to be performed in each of them refpec- 
tively; rules for doing penance; feafts and falls to 
be obferved throughout the year; rules for bellow
ing charity; a diflertation on the great advantages 
to be derived from the myllic word OM ! with 
an hymn to Vajijhta. The next fubjedt relates 
to the office and duties of princes; under which 
head are given rules for knowing the qualities 
of men and women ; for choofing arms and en- 
figns of royalty; for the choice of precious 
Hones; which are followed by a treatife on the 
art of war, the greateft part of which is wanting 
in this copy. The next head treats of worldly 
tranfadtions between man and man, in buying 
and felling, borrowing and lending, giving and 
receiving, &c. &c. and the laws refpedting them. 
Then follow certain ordinances, according to the
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Veda, r e f p e C t i n g  m e a n s  o f  f e c u r i t y  f r o m  m i s f o r 

t u n e s ,  &c. a n d  f o r  t h e  w o r f h i p  o f  t h e  g o d s .  L i f t s  

o f  t h e  t w o  r a c e s  o f  k i n g s ,  c a l l e d  t h e  Suryavanfa,  

a n d  t h e  Chandravanfa ; o f  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  Taduy 
a n d  o f  Crijhna\ w i t h  a  f h o r t  h i f t o r y  o f  t h e  

t w e l v e - y e a r s ’ w a r ,  d e f c r i b e d  i n t h z Maha~bharat. 
A  t r e a t i f e  o n  t h e  a r t  o f  h e a l i n g ,  a s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  

m a n  a n d  b e a f t ,  - w it h  r u l e s  f o r  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  

o f  e l e p h a n t s ,  h o r f e s ,  a n d  c o w s ; c h a r m s  a n d  f p e l l s  

f o r  c u r i n g  v a r i o u s  d i f o r d e r s  ; a n d  t h e  m o d e  o f  

w o r f h i p p i n g  c e r t a i n  d i v i n i t i e s .  O n  t h e  l e t t e r s  

o f  t h e  Sanfcrit a l p h a b e t ; o n  t h e  o r n a m e n t s  o f  

f p e e c h ,  a s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  p r o f e ,  v e r f e ,  a n d  t h e  

d r a m a ; o n  t h e  m y f c i c  f i g n i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i n g l e  

l e t t e r s  o f  t h e  Sanfcrit a l p h a b e t ; a  g r a m m a r  o f  

t h e  Sanfrit  l a n g u a g e ,  a n d  a  f h o r t  v o c a b u l a r y .  

T h e  w o r k  is  d i v i d e d  i n t o  3 5 3  f h o r t  c h a p t e r s ,  

a n d  is  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  Bengal c h a r a c t e r .  L y  J .

5 .  Cdhca Pur ana.
A  m y t h o l o g i c a l  h i f t o r y  o f  t h e  g o d d e f s  Calty 

i n  v e r f e ,  a n d  h e r  a d v e n t u r e s  u n d e r  v a r i o u s  

n a m e s  a n d  c h a r a c t e r s  ; a  v e r y  c u r i o u s  a n d  e n 

t e r t a i n i n g  w o r k ,  i n c l u d i n g ,  b y  w a y  o f  e p i f o d e ,  

f e v e r a l  b e a u t i f u l  a l l e g o r i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o n e  

f o u n d e d  u p o n  t h e  m o t i o n s  o f  t h e  m o o n .  T h e r e  

f e e m s  t o  b e  f o m e t h i n g  w a n t i n g  a t  t h e  e n d .  

Bengal c h a r a c t e r ,  w i t h o u t  n o t e s .  L y  J .

6 .  a. Vayu Pur an a.
T h i s  w o r k ,  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Vayu t h e  g o d  o f  w i n d ,  

c o n t a i n s ,  a m o n g  a  v a r i e t y  o f  o t h e r  c u r i o u s  f u b -
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jedts, a very circumftantial detail of the creation 
of all things celeftial and terreftrial, with the ge
nealogy ©fthe firft inhabitants; a chronological 
account of the grand periods called Mariwan-  

tar as, Calpas, &c.; a defcription of the earth, as 
divided into Dwipas, Varfhas, &c., with its di- 
menfions in Yojanas; and alfo of the other 
planets, and fixed ftars, and their relative dif- 
tances, circumferences of orbits, &c. &c. Writ
ten in the Devandgari character. Ly J.

6 . b. Ditto.
A duplicate in the Devanagari character. Ly J.
y. Vrihan Naradiya Pur ana.
This poem, feigned to have been delivered to 

Sanatcumara, by the infpired Narada, like others 
of the Pur anas, opens with chaos and creation; 
but it treats principally of the unity of God, 
under the title of Maha Vifhnu ; arguing, that 
all other gods are but emblems of his works, and 
the goddefles, of his powers ; and that the wor- 
fhipping of either of the triad, creator, preferver, 
or deftroyer, is, in effedt, the worfhipping of 
him. The book concludes with rules for the 
feveral tribes, in their fpiritual and temporal con
duct through life. It is a new copy, in the 
Bengal character, and, fora new copy, remarka
bly corredt. Ly J.

8. Naradiya Pur ana.
This poem treats principally on the worfhip
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of Vijhnu, as pradtifed by Rukmangada, one of 
their ancient kings. Devandgari character.

S k W .J .
a. 'a. Bbavijhyottara Bur ana.
The fecond*and only remaining part. The 

fubje'dt is confined to religious ceremonies* De
vandgari character. Sir W. J.

g. b. Ditto.
With an Index. Devandgari charadter.

i o. Gita-govinda.
A beautiful and very popular poem, by Jay a- 

dev a, upon Crijhna, and his youthful adven
tures. Bengal pharadter. Ly J.

i i .a . Cuma a Sambhava.
An epick poem on the birth of Cartitay with 

notes, by Calidafa. Devandgari charadter. The 
notes are feparate. Ly J.

11. b. Ditto.
A duplicate of the text only, in the Bengal 

character. Ly J-
12. Naijhadba.
The adventures of Nala; a poem, with notes. 

Bengal charadter. Ly J.
13. Bbatti.
A popular heroick poem, in the Bengal charac

ter. Ly J.
14. Ragbu-vanfa.

11. Read six times.
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The race of Crijhna, a poem by Calidas, with 
notes. Devanagari character. Ly J.

15. Vrihatcatha.
Indian Tales in verfe, by Somadcva.. Devand- 

chara&er. Ly J.
16. Singh djdina.
The throne of J icramdditya ; a feries of 

inftrudive tales, fuppofed to have been related 
by thirty-two images which ornamented it. DJ?- 
vanagari character. It has beqn tranflated into 
Perfian. Ly. J.

17 . Cad ha Sarit/dgara.
A collection of tales by Somadcva. De'vana- 

gari character. Two books in Ruflia. Ly L
18. Suca Saptatu
The feventy tales of a parrot. . Devanagari 

character. Sir W. J. The Perfians feem to 
have borrowed their Tduti-ndma from this work.

19. Rafamanjari.
The analyfis of love, a poem, by Bhdnudatta 

MJra. Devandgari character. Ly J.

15. This poet resembles Ariosto, but even surpasses him in 
eloquence.—u We do homage to the poets who composed 
the R.amaya?i, the llahdbaraty and the Vrihatcatha—Valmic% 
Vycua and Somacleva *, by whom delightful eloquence blazes 
forth, divided like the river with three streams, Goverdhana 
Acharya.

19. I have read this delightful book four times at least.
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20. Santifataca.
A  poem, in the Bengal chara&er. Ly J<
2 i; :Arjuna Gita.
A dialogue, fomething in the manner of the 

Bhagavat Gita. Devanagari character. Ly J*
22. Hitopadefa.
Part of the fables tranllated by C. W. Written

in the Bengal chara&er. Ly J.
23. Brahma Nirupana,.
On the nature of Brahma. Devanagari cha

ra&er. Imperfe&. Ly J.
24. Meghaduta.
A poem. Bengal chara&er. Ly J.
25. Tantra Sara.
On religious ceremonies, by Crijhnananda 

Battacharya. Bengal chara&er. Sir W. J.
26. Sabafra Nama.
The thoufand names'of Vijhnu. Devanagari 

chara&er. Sir W. J.
27. Giratarjuniya.
A poem, in the Bengal character. Ly J.

- 28. Siddbanta Siromani.
A treatife on geography and aftronomy, by 

Bhafcaracharya. Devanagari chara&er.
Sir W. J.

29. San git a Ndray ana.
A treatife on mufick and dancing. Devanagari 

chara&er. Sir W. J.
3 o. Vrihadaranyaca.
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Part of the Tajur Veda, with a glofs, by San- 
cara. Devandgari chara£ler. Ly J.

31. Niructi, or IS air uSia.
A glofs on the Veda. Devandgari chara£ter,

l 7 J-
32. Aitareya.
A difcourfe on part of the Veda. Devandgari 

chara6ter. Ly J.
33. Ghandaji.
From the Sama Veda. Devandgari character.

Ly J.
34. Mag ha Tied.
A comment on fome other work. Devandgari 

charadter. Ly J.
35. Rdjaballabha.
De materia Indorum medica; by Hardy ana- 

dafa. Be?igal character. Ly J.
36. Hatha Fradipaca.
Inftruftions for the performance of the reli

gious difeipline called Toga\ by Swatmar'ama. 
Bengal character. Ly J.

37. a. Mdnava Dharma Sajlra.
The inftitutes of Menu, tranflated into Eng- 

lifh by Sir W. J. under the title of “ bijlitutes 
“ of Hindu Law, or the Ordinances of Menu." 
Devandgari character. Ly J.

37. b. Ditto.
Duplicate in the Devandgari character.

Ly J.
38. Mugdha-bodha-Uca.
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A commentary on the Mugdha-bodba, which 
is a Sanfcrit grammar, peculiar to the province 
of Bengal, by Durgct Dafa. flertgal character*
Four vols. LyJ.

39. Sarafwati-Vy dear ana.
The Sanfcrit grammar called Sarafwati. 

(That part only which treats of the verb.) De- 
vanagari character. Ly J.

40. Sardvali.
A grammar of the Sanfcrit language. Incom

plete. Bengal character. Sir W. J.
41. Siddhdnta Caumudi.
A grammar of the Sanfcrit language, by Pd~ 

nini, Cdtdyana, and Bdtanjali; with a duplicate 
of the firft part, as far as compounds. Devana- 
gari character. Ly J-

42. a. Amara Cofa.
A vocabulary of the Sanfcrit language, with a 

grammatical comment. Not perfeft. Devaua- 
gari char after. Ly J.

42. b. Ditto.
The botanical chapter only, with a comment. 

Devanagari charafter. Ly J.

41. The G reat 'Siddhdnta Caumudi-*—Part I. Collected by 
B h a tta je  D u sh ita , from the grammatick explanations of 
Chatyana.

I finished the attentive reading of this grammar by Panani, 
Chatyana, and Patanjali, 18 Aug. 1792.

42. A grammatical comment on the botanical chapter o£ 
Amarcosha.

Finished reading, September IS, 1792, Crishna-nagar.
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42. c, Ditto.
The whole complete. Bengal character.

Sir W. J.
43. Medini Cofa.
A  di&ionary of the Sanfcrit language. De- 

vandgari character. Ly J.
44. Vifwapracafa Cofa.
A dictionary of the Sanfcrit language; by 

Mahejwara. D evanagari charafler. Ly J-
45. Sabda Sandarbha Sindu.
A dictionary of the Sanfcrit language; by 

Cdfmdtb Sarman. It appears from the introduc
tion, that it was compiled exprefsly for the ufe 
of Sir W. J. The learned author is, at prefent, 
head profeffor in the newly-eftablithed college 
at Varanasi. Devandgari character. Two vols. 
folio. Ly J.

46. Vznifanhara.
A drama, Sanfcrit and Pracrit, in the Bengal 

character. Ly J.
47. Maha Nataca.
A  drama, Sanfcrit and Pracrit, in the Bengal 

ch'araCier. Ly J.
48. -Sacontala.
A  drama, Sanfcrit and Pracrit, in the Bengal 

character. This is the beautiful play which was 
tranflated into Engliih by Sir W. J. but not the 
copy he ufed for that purpofe. Ly J.

49. Maloti and Madhava.
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A drama, Sanfcrit and Pracrit, in the Bengal
character. Ly J. 

cn. Hdfydrnava.
A farce, Sanfcrit and Pracrit, in the Bengal

character. Ly J.
ri. Cautuca\ Sarvafwam.
A farce, 'Sanfcrit and Pracrit, in the Bengal

character. Ly J.
52. Chandrabhifheca.
A drama, Sanfcrit and Pracrit. Bengal cha

racter. Ly J .
53. Ratndvali.
A  drama, Sanfcrit and Pracrit. Bengal cha-

racier. Ly J.
54. Vicramorvqfi.

. ' A drama, Sanfcrit and Pracrit. Bengal cha
racter. Ly J.

5 5. Manavicdgnimitra.
A drama, Sanfcrit and Pracrit, Bengal cha

racter. Ly J.
tj6. A catalogue of Sanfcrit books, on various 

fubjeCts. Devanagari character. Ly J.
30. The Sea of Laughter (Hasyariiava). A farce by 

Jagadiswara.
It is a bitter satire on kings, and their servants, who are 

described as profligate scoundrels*, and on priests, who are
represented as vicious hypocrites.

51. Cautuca Servaswamy a Farce. King, Cativatrali; 
five Councellors, Sishtantacay Dbermanalay Anntaserray Pandi~ 
tapir a, Abhavyascc hava.
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57. Gita and Dbarmdnufafana.
Two extrafils from the Mdbabbarat, with 

beautiful drawings, written in the Devanagari 
.charafiter. Sir W. J.

58. Raghuvanfa.
The Children of the Sun, a poem by Cdlidds, 

in Bengal character. Sir W. J.
59. Prabodba Cbandrodaya.
The Rifing Moon of Knowledge, a drama by 

Cefava Mifra. Bengal character. Sir W. J.

CHINESE.
60. Con Fu Tfu. The works of Confucius, 

Vol. II. III. IV. V. VI. Sir W. J.
61. Tahia Su Sbuw. A commentary.

Sir W. J.
62. Shun Loh Su Sbuw. A commentary.

Sir W. J.
63. Hor Lon Su Sbuw. A  commentary.

Sir W. J.
64. Shung Morng Su Sbuw. A  commentary.

Sir W. J.
6c. Hor Morng Su Sbuw. A  commentary.

Sir W. J.
66. Shi Kin. A book of Chinefe odes.

L yJ.
. 67. Lon Tu. A grammar of the Chinefe 

language. Ly J.
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68. A  dictionary, Chinefe and Latin. Ly J.

PERSIAN.
69. Zafar Ndmeb. A- moft elegant. hiftory 

of Tai/nur, written in the Niftih character.
■■ n .- ■ Ly J-

jo. Towdrikb i Gujarat. A Hiftory of the 
Province of Guzerat. Ly J.

71. Tdrikh i Babdderjhabi. A Hiftory of 
the Emperor Babdder Sbdb. Ly J.

72. Tdrikh i JehdncuJhd. The Hiftory of 
Nadir Sbdb, by Mirza Mahadi Khan. Ly J.

73. Narrative of the Proceedings of Scindia, 
and the Confederates. Ly J,

74. Jebdngvr Nameb. The Hiftory of 
bdngir Sbdb. Ly J.

75. Mujmel ut Tarikb i Nadiri. An Abridg
ment of the Hiftory of Nadir Sbdb. Ly J .

76. Hijlory of Hindaftan, by Gbolam Hujfain,
Sir W. J.

77. Behctri Danijh. The Tales of Inayetulla.
Ly J-

78. Bofta7i i Khydl. The Garden of Ima
gination, an hiftorical romance, in eight vols.

' Ly J.

68. The letters A and B must be procured from. China. 
If t he letters A and B can be supplied, the work will be incsr 
timable. Mr. Jitsingh says, no Chinese words begin with A 
or B.
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79* y ^ may ul Hecayet, A colle£lion of 
tales. Written in the Nijkh character.
: Sir W. J.

80, a. Shah Ndmeh. The heroick poem of 
Ferdoji. Ly J.

80. b. Ditto. In four volumes. Sir W. J,
81. a. Mafnavi. A  poem, by Jalal ud Diny 

furnamed Rumi. Ly J.
8 l . b. Ditto. Six volumes. Sir W. J.
81. c. Ditto. Firft book only. Ly J.
8 1. d. Ditto. A  commentary on the fifft 

book' Ly J.
81. e. Ditto. A  commentary on the firft 

book. Ly J. .
81. f .  Ditto. A table of contents of the firft 

frook. Ly J,

80. a. I finished the reading of this book a second time, 
November 3, 1787, Calcutta. W..J.

81. a. By Mahommed, Jel’alu’ddin of Bulkh; called 
R  umiy because he settled in the lower Asia. "W". J.

So extraordinary a book as the Mesnavi was never, perhaps, 
composed by man. It abounds with beauties, and blemishes, 
equally great > with gross obscenity, and pure ethicks j with 
exquisite strains of poetry, and flat puerilities ; with wit, and 
pleasantry, mixed with dull jests ; with ridicule on all esta
blished religions, and a vein of sublime piety : it is like a wild 
country in a fine climate overspread with rich flowers, and 
with the odour of beasts. I know of no writer, to whom 
the Maulavi can justly be compared, except Chaucer or 
Shakspeare. W. J.

V O L .  X U  £  E
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82. a. Culyat i Jami. The works of the poet 
Jami. SirW. J.

82. b. Ditto. The mifcellaneous poems of 
Jami. Ly J.

83. Tufuf wa Zuleyca. A poem by Jami.
Ly J*

84. a. Culyat i Nizami. The works of the 
poet Nizami. Sir W. J.

84. b\ Ditto. The five poems of Nizami.
Ly J.

85. Culyat i Anwari. The works of the poet 
Anwari. Sir W. J.

86. Dew an i Kbofru. The odes of Kbofru.
Sir W. f .

8 n. Dewan i Saib. The odes of Saib.
Sir W. J.

88. Dewan i Arfi. The odes of Arfi.
Sir W. J,

89. Dewan i Cajim. The odes of Cajim. Ly J.
90. Dewan i Jami. The odes of Jami.
91. Afrar; of, IJhak Nameh. Secrets ; or, 

the Hiftory of Love, a Poem. Ly J.
92. Mifcellaneous Poems. Chiefly by Arfi.
93. Mujma uz Zaya. Oti the Art of Poetry,

Ly J.
94. Mekhzen i Afrar. The Treafury of 

Secrets, a poem by Nizami. Ly J.

83. M a ste r-p ie c e  o f  Ja m i.
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95- Dew an i Cdtibi. A book of odea. Ly J.
96. A  Poem, by Jami. - (Imperfect.) Ly J.
97.. Mifcellaneous, profe and verfe. Ay Arji, 

and others. Sir W. J.
98. Sharah i Khajah Hafiz, A commentary 

on the odes of Hafiz. Ly J-
99. Silfilat uz Zahib. The Chain of Gold, a 

Poem, by Jam . Ly J.
iod. Pand Hamah. Moral fentences, in 

verfe, by Farid ud Din Attar. Ly J-
101. Baharam and Gulandam. A  love tale, 

by Cdtdbi. Ly J.
102. Farhang i Jehdngiri. A  di&ionary of 

the Perfian language, by Jamal ud Din Hufain 
Anju. Complete. Ly J.

103. The Grammatical Introduction to the Far- 
hang i Jehdngiri. Ly J.

104. Fowayed i Ghaniya. A  fhort treatife on 
Perfian and Hindu grammar. Ly J.

105. A  dictionary of the Perfian language. 
(No title). Ly J.

106. Tohfit ul Hind. A  mifcellaneous trea-

1 0 2 . M a n y  c o rre c tio n s  o f  th is  v a lu a b le  w o r k ,  a n d  m a n y  

a d d itio n s  to  i t ,  m a y  b e  fo u n d  in  th e  S ira ju ’lloghah, b y  S ira - 
j  aid? d in  a r z u  ; a n d  in  th e  M u jm a ttllo g h a h .

1 0 6 . B y  A d irza  K h a n .
T h e  b o o k  consists  o f  a n  in tro d u c tio n ^  sev en  c h a p te rs , a n d  

a c o n c lu s io n  ; th e  su b je c t o f  w h ic h  a re  : The H in d u  alphabet,  

prosody9 rhym e, rhetorick, lovey tnusicky ,wome?ty physiognom y, a n d  
a H in d u  vocabulary.
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tife on the literature, &c. of the Hindus. En
riched with marginal notes by Sir W. J.

107. a. Sri Bhagavat. A tranflation of No. 3.
Ly J-

107. b. Ditto. With drawings. Ly J.
108. Ramdyana. A tranflation of No. 2.

Ly J-
109. Anwari Soheili. A Perfian verfion of 

the Hitdpadefa, by Hufain Vaiz, furnamed 
Cajhifi.

110. ' Armna Gita. Tranflation of the Gita.
Ly J.

h i . Siva Pur ana. Tranflation from the
Sanfcrit. Ly J.

112. Rdga Darpana. A treatife on Hindu 
muflck. Tranflated from the Sanfcrit. Ly J.

113. Pdrijdtaka. A treatife on Hindu mu- 
fick. Tranflated from the Sanfcrit, by Rojhin 
Zamir, in the reign of Aurungzeb. Ly J.

114. Hazdr Dbarpad. A treatife on vocal 
muflck according to the Hindus. Ly J.

115. Shams ul afwat. The Sun of Sounds. 
A treatife on Hindu muflck. Ly J.

116. Cefayet ut Talim. A  treatife on aftro- 
nomy, by Mahommed, fon of Mafawad Mahom- 
med. Ly J.

1 0 9 ; A n w a r i  S o h e i l i ;  b y  H u s a in  V a i z ,  s u rn a m e d  C u sh if i . 

N iz a m i, F ird a u s i, M a u la v i, H a f iz ,  K h a k a n i ,  Sadi, S a ib , A n 

w a r i, S o h a ili , Z a f a r N a m a h ,  A n w a r i ,  K h o s r a u ,  Jam i*

A ll but Khakani are in iny possession.
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1 f f .  Lowaih ul Kamar. A tteatife on aftro- 
nomy. Ly J.

118. Refalah Sharif ah. A treatife on aftro- 
nomy. Ly J.

11®. A treatife on aftronomy, with tables, in 
the Nijkh chara&er. Ly J.

120. Sharah i Zij i Merza Ulagh Beg. A' 
commentary on the tables of Ulagh Beg. Ly J.

121. *Sharah i Elm i Hay at. A commentary 
on the fcience of aftronomy. Ly J.

122. Mifcellaneous loofe fheets on aftronomy.
L7 J-

123. Tala Nameh & Sharah Tala. Twer 
treatifes on fortune-telling. Ly J.

124. Five tradts on geometry. Ly J.
125. Ferayez i Mahomrhedi.
126. Sharah i Bur dab. A commentary on the 

poems called Burdab. Ly J.
127. Mirat ul Mifdyeb i Mahommed Shahi. 

Expositions of matters of faith and jurifpru- 
dence, compiled for the ufe of Mahommed Shah.

Ly J.
128. Mirat ul Hakdyak. Ly J. •
129. Shariflyah. A comment on the Sira- 

jiyah of Alfdyad, tranflated from the Arabick, by 
Mahommed Kdfim. Ly J.

1 2 9 . R e a d  fo u r  tim e s  w i th  g re a t a t te n t io n , F e b ru a ry  2 9 * ' 

1 7 9 3 . W .  J .
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130. Forms of oaths held binding by the Hindus, 
by All Ibraham Khany chief magiftrate at Benaris.

Ly J.
131. Jama Abdji on Mahommedan duties.

Ly J-
132. Tohjit ul Momenain. A didionary of

natural hiftory. Ly J.
133. Tarjama i Ferdyez i Sirajiyah bd 

Fowayed a Sharijiyah. A tranflation of two 
works in Arabick on Mahommedan duties.

Ly J*
134. Refdlah i Mofazzel. A tranflation from 

an Arabick treatife by Mahommed Baker.
125. Kitdb ulBiyua. A law trad tranflated 

from the Arabick. Ly J.
136. Mifcellaneous Fragments.

ARABICK.

137. a. Al Kuduri. Inftitutes of Mahom- 
xnedan law, by Abul Hajan Ahmed, of Bagdad, 
fumamed Al Kuduri, of which the Hadayah is a 
comment. Ly J.

137. b. Ditto. Ly J.

% 1 3 7 . A n  a b r id g m e n t ,  o r  in s t i tu te s  o f  th e  law  o f  c o n tra c ts  ; 

b y  A b u l H a sa n  A h m e d  o f  B a jd a d , s u rn a m e d  A lk u d u r i ,  w h o  

d ie d  Y .  H .  4 2 8 , Y .  C . 1 0 3 6 .

T h e  H e d a y a h , b y  B u r h a n u d d in  A l M a r g h ia n i ,  w h o  d ie d  

X * H . 5 9 1 . Y .  C . 1 1 9 4 , is a  c o m m e n ta ry  o n  th is  b o o k . 

M a r g h in a u  is in  t h e  d is t r ic t  o f  F irg h a n a .
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138. Hedayah. A comment on Al Kuduri, 
by Burban nd Din id Marghindni. Ly J.

139. Fatavi Alemgiri. Decifions colle&ed by 
order of the Emperor Aurungzeb. Four vols.

L7 J-
140. Al Sharifiyah. A commentary on a law 

book, called Al Sardjiyah, by Sayad Sharif.
Ly J-

141. Mazheb'ul Imam ul Aazem Abu Hanifeh. 
The religious dodrines and opinions of Abu 
Hanifeh. Ly J.

142. Cafhcul. An Afiatick Mifcellany, by 
Buha ud Din al Aamili. Ly J.

143. Sacarddn us Sultan. A treatife on va
rious myftical fubjeds, in feven chapters, by 
Shekh Ibn i Hajalah. Ly J.

144. Al Ct f  yah. A grammar of the Arabick 
language, by Ibn ul Hajib, with a commentary 
by Mula fdmi. Ly J.

145. a. Kdmus. A dictionary of the Arabick 
language. Sir W. J.

145. b. Ditto. Ly J.
146. Al Kbulafet. A grammar of the Arabick

language. Ly J. ;
147* ch’wo treatifes on Arabick grammar.

,  L y J .

1 4 0 . F in is h e d  th e  t h i r d  c a re fu l  r e a d in g  o f  th is  b o o k , 
A u g u s t 3 0 , 1 7 9 2 . W .  J.
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148, A  treatife on Arabick grammar. t
Ly J>

J49 . A  dictionary of the Arabick language
L J  J*

150. Elm i Hindifa. A treatife on geometry,
by Bu Ali Sena. Ly J.

151. A  treatife on geometry, with tables.
152. Al Mutdlah ul Hafani. Propofitions in

theology. Ly J.
1 p i, Hamafah. Ancient Arabian poems, col-

J O

]e61ed by Abu Timmam. Sir W. J.
154. Al Motandbi. The poems of Abu Taib% 

furnamed Al Motanabi. Sir W . J.
Dewdn i Ali• The poems of AIL

Sir W. J,
j r6. Dewdn ul A'Jhak. A book of poems.

Sir W, J,

153. T h i s  b o o k  w as c o p ie d  b y  Abdullah o f  Mecca, f r o m  

a  m a n u s c r ip t  o n  t r a n s p a r e n t  p a p e r  t r a c e d  a t  Oxford, f r o m  *  

a n  e s tim ab le  co p y  o f  t h e  Ham as ah, w h ic h  Pocock h a d  b r o u g h t  

f ro m  Aleppo, a n d  o n  w h ic h  h e  se t a  h ig h  v a lu e . I  g a \ie  

t e n  g u in ea s  to  th e  b o y  w h o  tr a c e d  i t ,  a n d  I  v a lu e  th is  

b o o k , a t le a s t, a t tw e n ty  g u in ea s . W .  J . N o v e m b e r  2 6 ,  1 7 8 8 .

1 5 4 . I  re c e iv e d  th is  v a lu a b le  m a n u s c r ip t  b y  th e  h a n d s  o f  

M r .  H o w a rd , to  w h o se  c a re  i t  w as in t r u s te d  in  J u n e ,  1 7 7 4 , 

a t  V e n ic e , b y  M r. W o r t l e y  -M o n ta g u e . I t  w as a  p re s e n t  f ro m  

Ahderrehman Beg,  w h o  w ro te  t h e  A ra b ic k  v e rse s  in  th is  

p a g e , w h ic h  a re  so f la t te r in g  to  m e , th a t  I  c an  h a rd ly  tr a n s la te  

th e m  w ith o u t  b lu sh in g . "W* J . O c to b e r  2 ,  1 /9 4 .

*  On in the original.
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157. Shat ah i ah dyad i Mula Saduddin. A 
commentary on the Akayad, by Saduddin.

Sir W. J. *
158. Sharah ul Moalakdt. A commentary 

on the Moalakdt. Ly  J.
159. Sharah ul Mobarak. Another commen

tary on the Moalakdt. Ly J.
160. Kafayed fabah moalakah. The poems 

of Almutalammis, moft elegantly written. Ly J.
161. Kafayed ul Mufabba. Poems. Ly J.
162. A'ddbul Maluk. The manners of princes.

L y J .
163. BehrulBasrt. L y J.
164. Taif ul Khiyal. Sir W. J.
165. Moruj uz zeheb wa maaden ul Jdher. 

An hiftorical and geographical work, by Abul 
Haffan, furnamed Mafaudi. Sir W. J.

166. Hariri. The moral difcourfes of Hariri.
Sir W. J.

167. An Arabick manufcript traced on oil
paper. (Probably that mentioned in note to
153•) LyJ-

168. A new copy of a manufcript,. in Iheets 
(no name). Ly J.

HINDOSTANI.
169. G ulistan . Tranflated from the Per- 

fian. Sir W. J.

1 6 9 . B u s te ra m  S h a h z a d a h , th e  ass is tan t o f  th e  co lleg e  o f  

S ic ’hs a t C a lc u tta , w as p ro d u c e d  as a w itn ess  to  g ro u n d  a

VOL. xr. F t
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170. A commentary on the Grunt ha, the re
ligious inflitution of the Sichs, in the Nagari 
chara£ter. Ly J.

m o tio n  f o r  co m m iss io n  to  e x a m in e  a  w o m a n  o f  H ig h  r a n k .  

T h e  Grunt1 ha w as n o t  in  c o u r t ,  b u t  h e  r e a d  th is  b o o k  w i th  

ease , a n d  sa id  i t  w as a  re lig io u s  w o r k ,  c o n ta in in g  e x tr a c ts  

f ro m  th e  Grunt'ha. N o v e m b e r  15.

T h e  G r u n t ’h a ,  a  v e ry  th ic k  4 to  v o lu m e  in  th is  h an d *  w as 

p ro d u c e d , a n d  th e  Sichs  sw o rn  b y  i t .

THE END.
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